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MINUTE BY HIS EXCELLEN CY THE GOVERNOR,

THe first official matter which was brought t6 my notice on my eleventh tour was
the question of sale of the steam tug, at present belonging to the Cocanada harbour.
Captain Wicks informs -me that it has been decided, that it is to be sold, as the
finances of "the port exhibit a deficit. I have not seen the papers, but it would
seem a pity, now that the trade of the port is likely to increase so greatly, that
facilities for coping with it should be diminished.

The - first address presented to' me was that of the Municipal Corporation
of Cocanada, which referred, as did all others, with great satisfaction, «to the
approaching construction of the East Coast Railway. I promised consideration to
their request that a Harbour Trust should be formed with moye extended powers
than those possessed by the Groynes’ Committee. R

At the pier at Cocanada, I saw the gentlemangentrusted with the survey of
that portion of the projected line which extends from Bezwada to Cocanada, and
I urged upon him, that the selection in the first instance of a corrget alignment was

‘of even greater importance than a speedy completion of the survey.

The address of the Chamber of Commerce touched upon the old complaint of

the closure of the Godaveri and Kistna canals during the busiest months in the
ear. This matter has been frequently before the Government, and it appears
that the length of the close-time cannot well be lessened. Even if the Godaveri
canal could be kept open, the Kistna canal cannot, aiid I do not think much can
be done, though the hindrance to commerce, supplies, of course, an additional
reason for hurrying on the railway. I promised that the question of duplicating
the canal+near Rajamundry should be considered, but it has been frequently
considered, and will probably hgve to be negatived again onthe ground of expense.

The Municipal Council of Rajamundry referred to the hospital-at that town
which I must say is the worst I have seen 1n the Presidency. Mr. Moberley is
busying himself in collecting money for the provision of a proper building, and if
any application is made to Govbrnmer}t on _behalf of this institution, I think we
should give it the most, favourable consideration possible. )

I promised also to consider favourably the question of lending the Municipality
the services of an Engineer, when they have developed, and sent up a water-supply
scheme. '

On the wai® up the Godaveri to the' gorge, my attention was directed to the
forests on, either side, the position and condition of which is apparently very
unsatisfactory. Mr. Power informs me that arrangements made with the Mittadadrs,
after Mr. Carmichael’s settlement of the Rumpa disturbances, have left the uncon-
trolled ownership of the forests in their hands. I have not seen the records on the
subject, and can only generally allude to 1t; but 1t 13 most important that these
forests shpuld be reserved, and I hope the matter will receive tmmediate attention

" in the Revenue Departmént. I do not think that the payment of substantial

compensation, should it prove to be necessary, should prevent our acquiring control
over them. . _ . ,

The inhabitants of Rajamundry presented a long address expressing, amongst
other things, their satisfaction at the maintenancg, as a Government institution, of
the Maharsjah of Vizignagarum girls’ school and they urged the necessity for con-
structing the railway from Bezwada to Rajamundry and Cocanada, without walting
for the completion of the survey of the entire line,~a matter as to which we are
entirely in accord with them. They represented that the ferry steamer plying on
the river, which was built at Kidderpore and supplied to us by the Government of
India, was faulty in many respects. I do not think that there is much reason to
condemn- her, thongh her steering powers appear defective; and as the Collector
has, I understand, arranged for the .supply of a smaller steamer which can touch at
Vijeshvaram and Bobbarlanka during the floods, probably nothing more will be
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heard on the ‘subject. In regard to the allegation as to want of, pr

oper comforts
-and convenience for passengers on board the steamer, I do not thirk it needs much

notice, great pains having been taken to render passengers as comfortable as pdssible.

It was represented to me that one of the wants of the town was a buttress-
wall from the Judge’s bungalow to Red Rocks, to protedt the streets and houses
adjoining the river from inundation «during floods. No doubt such a wall would
be advantageous, but a flood bank is already maintained by Government, dand

it is a question how far funds should be supplied, by us for the protection of

people who expose their property with their eyes open to the riskiof flood b
building between the river-side and the flood bank. It will probably fall entirely

on the Municipality to provide funds for any such work. Another question was
raised in which m

y own opinion coincides with that of my petitioners, in the absence

of any knowledge, as to the reasons which led the Forest Department to allow onl

; y
a fourth of the sale-proceeds to the salvor of driftwood. The Collector thought
one-half would not be too muchy and I was inclined to be of the same opinion,

* I inspected the Central Jail at Rajamundry, and found that the number of
sicK was very small. I came to the conclusion that outbreaks of sickness here
must be probably attributed ® causes existing without the walls of the jail, and
that a lavish expenditure on drains, and the ltke'is unnecessary. Iam not satisfied
that sufficienit enterprise is shown in pushing the carpet manufacture, and effecting
sales. It does not seem to me to be advisable that we should necessarily treat
with only one London firm. A proposal to lower the outer wall of the jail to
allow more fresh air to enter has, I understand, been approved, 'and this may have
a beneficial effect. )

The People’s Association also
objected: to the rule, under which
comprised within a radius of 20 miles

presented an address at Rajamundry and
assessors and jury are drawn from a circuit

¢ from Rejamundry. Prima facie there would
appear to be much to be said for the view that this entails some hardship on the
people living near Rajamundry, and exemption from public duty for othets equally
well-educated and equdlly Weﬁ,-to-do who live further off. - '

I felt bound to tell the People’s Association that I-could not favéurably
entertain their request that the elective system should be introduced intd Ta
Boards.- Their-address further objected that the agsessment for income-tax rests
entirely with Tahsildars and this I told them is no} the case if the divisional officers
carry out our orders to 'carefully check assessments, A suggestion was also made
as regards the assessment of Pleaders to profession tax, which might be considered
when the Mofussil Municipal Act is brought before a Select Committee of the
Legislative Couneil. ‘

During myy short halt at Ellore I received addresses frof the Municipail
Council and from the public of the town. . The

1e pu : Lhe public asked fort assistangp for their
water-supply, and it will be time to consider this when & project comes up to
Government. The request made as to chang

ing the present halting place for boats

should receive consideration in the Irrigatiqn De

. partment, and the petition for g
bridge over the canal, will probably be considered to be sufficiently met, by th

o4 . . . y y DYy e
construction of another bridge between Ellore'and Powe

ett, which hasgyI under-
'stand, been ordered. With regard to the request that a:rp 2 v o

be provided for Ellore, I'thought it better to express my, distinct-opinion that such
was not called for, and that the claims of primary education were far greater,

. Arrived at-Bezwada, I first of all visited the anicut, where it occurred to me that
the shutters of the escape on the right extremit ‘

) . y of the dam appeared very up rth
of the great work, in which they play an important part.  Perhaps th?;'e i:w;om{-
reason for this ;. but they appeared to be mere rough planks and quite unlike the
strong and solid shutters provided on the left bank. ‘ '

here was also :
matter at this time of the year, a great deal. of water escaping thriug’hvn}ia:md.ld not
I visited the terminus of the Bellary-Kistna State Railway beyond the villa, ‘e
of Tadepalle, and must allow that thére-is ample reasoy for the complaints made
by local merc¢hants, and the inhabitants generally, of t%e extréne inconvenience
caused to traffic by the existence of an interval of two m

h iles between the termi
and the right bank of the Kistna. A material line does at present extend alll(l;lllﬂé

second high school should -
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ithi uarter mile of the left bank, but it is not used
tho bartks -Of the scszlxllale:s Wiﬂ;ll:vz qcommunicated with Colonel Lindsay on this-
o trafﬁC.£ lixopz we 'gsha.il soon make a reference to the Government of Bombay
::flil:%le::il:;; Corll)sulting Engineer Colonel Firebrace also, I spoke on the subject at

Hyderabad. .1t appeared to me that the deepening of the canal which is going on

its left and not upon its right bank, as at present the -

s!lould ha]:q tilée?xifégcgorp’fli 1iaterial line Whi%h I hope to see extended down to
r;lghga?laﬁg oflstﬁe(i'iver. Mr. Hannan, with whom I discussed the matter, will inform
%11?. Walch of my views on this subject. - ' o .

The location of the station near Tadepalle is of course pure y‘lemp?raéy’ ;

least two or three years must elapse before the bridge can be built, it is 8f grea
?‘rsn?)t)r(ta:;ce thgt a line should be.brought up to the bank of the-river in order .
i

that goods may be laden into the railway wagons, as soon as they are ugshipped
from the boats. - , .. loari nd
i ith Mr. Arundel, the various improvements, clearings &

I allso 11111.2%6%2(1},1;1{)};@ I;:a.rrying out at Bezwada, and I think his action has
mmovi " Whlout rudicious and that the Provincial grant which we have given hm;
been throug ded to advantage. It is of great importance that the village site o
11291;3;2 aez zﬁld be under control, and that the laying out of such sites should be

conducted with a view to the future requirements, and to the grov:mg importance
of that place. * N from h
i dress, as well from its townspeople, as from the
At fBﬁzaﬁgaa%a;f c:::f %}:gtur. 'In reply to these addresses I said that I was
Publ.m o favoI\)u of a branch line from Bezwada to Masulipatam, the construction
of coul"sgll?l Arundel strongly urged. I¢1is premature to consider now whether
of thb r.h would be constructed by this (grovernment as a feeder to the East
e al' rancr whether the Secretary of State and the Government of India could
Coast . m?i '(c) include such a branch in the East Coast Railway, as well as another
be inducad to }} ntakal to Nellore, the construction of Wh.lch is. also strongly
branch f(lioll)ﬂ M;'l Arundel, and the people in the district. It is of great importance
advoc;tel tg;r branch if constructed should be upon the broad gauge, but as it is
thaté; ena decided that the East Coast Railway shall be constructed up(.)n that
.g:fl‘ge?ait );s uiseless to say more at*present on the subject.

ipatam address the people asked for a steam launch to ply between
the si?p‘;hﬁia:}ggm? ¥ 1 I<‘ie§re saypit Ii)s very much wanted, but as the abolition

of the steam launch at the larger f)ort of Cocanada is contemplated owing to want

of funds I fear that we may not be able to comply with this reguest, which sheuld,
however, be considered in the proper quarter. . .
I h-’ ted to the Municipal® Councillors of Guntur that the Government were
1nhediSsatisﬁed with their management of the interests cpmn’ntted to their
vergr m:i‘(ile Guntur people urged the necessity of the construction of the Kistna
care. ,

bridge, the construction of which has Bappily since been sanctioned.
) |

the importance of Ipuripollem, near Bapétla, us a port

}I)n tht?fotlﬁyaggsﬁt?nd compliaint was mal()ie of its present isolation. I.infer
was flo}ltg as not expressly so stated, that the petitioners desire that a road m?? be
tho:ilgt , 'tW This is & matter,*which is within the competence of the Local Fund
Iﬁélgafd ° II.assume that a railway extensjon to. this port gan hardly be hoped for,-
at an rate for a long time to come. The Bezwada address referred to the qu?stmn
£ exsr’xo‘ving the head-sluices of the Ryves’ canal to Ramarapad, three miles lower
?1 . I understand that engineering objections have been advanfzed against
owniiance-with this request, but this matter, as also the proj ect for widening and
?;?foving the Budimeru and Uppateru, will receive the attention of Mr. Walch,

who has Just left for Bezwada. .

to Singareni-it was represented to me that thé construction of the
Bs Wgﬁf oxzda bra%ch of the East Coast line might with advantage be made
o::r to' His Highness the Nizam’s State Railway Company,—a matter which I

»  «believe has already been considered by Colonel Smith, but I should nof be disposed

i i i inly doing well and the
ly Wwith this request. The coal mines are certainly ; :
g%sglrggn?eht of the resources of the Deccan Company is a matter in which we

L4
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cannot but be interested, seeinig that the railways which are about to be congtructed

will form the natural outlet from the terminus of the Nizam’s State Railway to
the sea. Much coal should come do

wn from Singareni, and much produce should
go up from Kistna and Godaveri.

The recent decision of the High Court that no;ryot holding land formilllgj part
of a regular itrigation system is bound to take water against his will was brought
fo my notice. I do not know whether this decision has been brought prominently’

before the Government, the careful attention of which, however, it deserves.

Another ‘matter on which I have et inquiries on foot concerns ‘the Abkari
Departr.nent. I think we should carefully scrutinize, and possibly even reconsider,

the orders preseribing a minimbm strength for countrly spirits distilled from toddy,

‘and the action faken for the prevention of the sale of liquor below a certain
strength. : ' )

The defects in the existing
have no power to levy fees for t
the necessary addition is madeé 1

MADRas, CONNEMARA.
14th January 1890. :

APPENDIX._ TO TOUR No. XL

*
‘Adtiress of thé Municipal Corporation of Cocanada.

' N ict lCorporati.on and the public
? Your ExceLLExcY,—~On behalf of the Municipal
of 001}3%:1‘;(;: Pv:: észg t<;) offer your Excellency a hearty welcome to this town.

Y ’ i Str Mountstuart Elphinstone Gran.t T)u‘ff;
e yourh.bxf egflnz ig;gd:;:ssss?lli);?t&fgeg His Excellency tha}t:'the construction of 3
Pe L 1: { 0to Viza apa,tam would materially inerease the trade and_prosperilty an
gailvey fwmlGuut}g resourc%s of the Northern Circars. We now hes:r that, thlig;egl tyog:
%ndelfgm:‘iye' ;el({)ifiled efforts, our long-cherished hopes in regard to the railway are li y to
XC . y ‘

" realized and we feel highly thankful for the same.

i i he'tered roadstead in this
0 i bably aware that this port is the best s i
o Exﬁliﬁncya 1isd I()ire;)v:iop);nent: of the trade of the place isin.a great mealslure dﬁe tg :}}]1;:
o eeal‘w}i)'ch the development of the trade of the port, we respectfully sg mlm fhat
fﬁOtf Tot%?%fgai[arbour Boardgith more extended powers than the present Groynes Committ,
the rormati

has, is pecessary so that it may be able to raise sufficient funds for carrying out several improve-
. ‘has, 18 De

itio dges for keeping the
i as the employment of additional dredge
ﬁlentsndjv 1t1}110;1 r?zgrlgl‘;zg :fees(ilﬁ;d’ths; Zl;nstruction of a llng of jetties along the foreshore, and the
. a N - (
r:;lama.tion of land now submerged &y the tides.

i leviated the sufferings of the famine-
i h your Excellenoy has alleviated t famin
P istrict in th ttest part of the year, when epidemics
i 3anj i the district in the hottest part
stricken people of (xardl‘] ZT’nXl:}g:ﬁ-ﬁslf to your health and convenience, assures us that (talven ;Illxg
weretr a%lggazlgfazﬁ:nP;esidency can count upon your Excellency’s attention and sympathy,
semotest par

makes our feelings of loyalty to Her Majesty the Queeh-Empress doubly strong.

jects 1 ts of.the Presidency b
d yourself to your subjects in all par Py
YourdE xggllgggi)c’ashvﬁgitlﬁ%?;gop}l,g, irrespective of race or creed, and by the deep interest yo
%our 111);1(;?3 i);,s Elways taken in their welfare and prosperity. o ¢ the Lol Selt.
e ¢ llency’s visif reminds us of the fact that the institution of et donl Self-
Gov e f}:r(:: i?]tzlexyourated by your late Jamented bxother, and we are happy to state that u
overnmen g

i rivi d to
ib i ndeavouring our best to deserve the P v1lege an
- your Excellency’s fostering care, we are ¢ de

° tI . lusion, - we i)ray to God that he ﬁay bless your BExcellency with long life and
n cone ’” a .
prosperity.

His Excellency’s Reply. Lo o, - .
*
' 8 ry agreeableto a person who has hggl the honor of .
GEN?‘LEMEN’EF ’Z;;,L 'tixz) :h?lsw;ﬁsixn{zy f%l;' three' years as I have had, to recelvt;1 su}c):{:} ag
representing Hﬁr %Je eny ood enough td present me this morning, and I am very much o 11ged
rddross as you 1ave %ece tion which you have given me, and for the handsome panda anc
to you for the verth?lnlnsee Eround me. I shall not forget. it, and the recollection of my v1s1rf,
other ornaments wblo mongst the most agreeable of those visits that I have had the pleasure }(1)
this"mornmg will be aartsgo f the Presidency. I confess that what.you sgy w1.th respect tot;1 2
anmg to the Y&nolilsig)h I have for the people, is what I actually feel, for I can ass;re hyou ) ha
road sy mpathées_w ressed of the responsibility which should devolve on a Governo® w ](; wishes
80 person canHO lmﬁa'esty in ‘this ]gresidency, more than I do; for I know that the mo}:e_
to representG o oszhows to all clasées and &reeds of people, the better he represents the
;Y?Pagshz faHeg?fﬁljesty the Queen-Empress; In your address you are good enough to mention
eelin

t r three things which will have my. attention. You mention that my distinguished prede-
' two o

1s ago, and spoke of the increase of railway, enterprise.
geséor, r. Gr?flzh?:iif ‘ : féh{::?f::gehziea, strﬁn’gly imgressed with the fact that the l‘/_as.b Coast
1 have bien’g n faro':oo long delayed, and imprgssed upon the Government of India what a
railzonl, tes '9et' it'was to this part of India that this railway had not been begun. I am
very great ln]rﬁ 1tm"t is now if not an accomplished fact itself, at least its survey, its plan, its
happy to Bayth ainltention of Government with respect to it are accomplished facts;_an(_i tha’;
design, and ee accident, which at present is unforeseen by ms, can‘prevent the realisation o
nothing but squgt 'l‘Ilere, are some people who have thought.that a railway a.long tl_le E;ls!;
gloicstg gajh}r)lr:geessz‘wy, because you have traffic by sea, and also in some parts of the disfgict you
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v [} M
have traffic by canal. Those were the two difficulties which I had to contend with, but I need not
tell you that I set my face strenuously a,%:;inst. any theory founded upon any such idea as that ;
and I am quite sure that a-railroad-along the East Coast will do good to the marine traffic as much
as it does to the interior. All those who are engaged in commercial pursuits, and those who
have the management of ecmmercial enterprises, knqw very well that the more intercourse you
have into the eountry, the mor¢ is the trade gnd the traffic. ‘Therefore the faot of your having
" route by the sea does not at all, in my opinion, take away the necessity of having a good route
by land; and those persons who said that that was a reason against making the railroad
took a very udsound and limited view of this great question. At any rate I am 'happy to say
that those ideds have been explodéd, and have been ‘met supcessfully by the Government of
which I am the head. The survey ofsthe line has already commenced ; and I am happy 8 learm,
from the officer in.charge of a particular brench of the survey here, that it,is going on very
rapidly. I hope that it will be well made. .The surveys of a great numher of railways®n India
~ have been very hastily made, and unfortunately more money has been spent, and bad rovtes
kave been laid out, which prejudiced theiy success in. the future, and ogused gredt inconvenience
and loss of money and were a drawback to trade generally. & hope that this railroad will be
open before many years, but I am afraid it will not be open before the end of my term of
office, which will be two years hence; but I can assure you that, whether [ am here om®
not, I shall have great satisfaction in feeling that my humble exertions in this behalf have
terminated successfully. I pray most sin
of the ryots, adding to the commerce of this port and ‘many others long the coast. You bave

fortunately for yourselves & mast happy position both by nature and by art. Owing to the great
irrigation of the Godévari, you have been able to send, food to.distan

{ t parts of the Presidency
which has been often an inestimable boon both to the people_to whom it was sent and to the
people who sent it. Trade therefore isin a very healthy con@tion here. I know very well of

. what great benefit Godévari was to Ganjam this year, when- by an order which I sent to the®
Collector you have been able to send food jo that district invfive or six days. This was a great
help; had it not been for this, twenty or th#rty thousand acres gf land would have been now unsown.
I believe at this moment you are sending rice to Tanjore, which is a very rich distriot, but where
rice is unfortunately dear, owing to scarcity and want of rain, which we have unfortunately

experienced there during the last few weeks. I am happy to say that when I left Madras very
good rain was falling, and I hope before now 8 or 9 inc¥®s of rain have fallen all over the
Southern Presidency. We cannot be too grat

eful for this, as & possible famine reems now tq
have disappeared. The prices rose very ripidly during the last week, and that was to a great
extent due I think.to some foolish people engaged in Yiots and disturbances, and not so much
t®scarcity of grain; but of course these riots will be put an end to. I need not tell you that
the first duty of Government on such occasions is to keep order, and the fact that scaroity, of food
is taken advantage of by a few evil ckaracters to raise the prices and cause the shops to be closed
will be met with a strong hand by the Government, because we canndt pubmit for & moment to
allow shops of decent people to be ravishell by these rioters, who do it out of the ‘very worst
motives, aud not only do harm to the individuals robbed, but also create & panio whereby the
price of rice is increased generally. Beverest measures, I can assure you, Willp b taken against
- those who have created these- disturbances and have done so muoh harm.. You say in” your

address a few words about the Port T'rust. That is a question whicki will receive my consider-

- ation when I return to Madras. All T can say is that your request seems to be & very reasonable '
one, and that it is very desirable that you should have control over the port funds lecally as much

ag possible; snd what you are doing here with respect to the groyne shows that you are quite

alive to the proper way of increasing the commerce of the port by developing the resources of
. pature. I can Wssure you that I am extrémely obliged to you for the welcome you have givea

me, which [ fully appreciate. I am very glad to find sayself in the Northern Ciroars. I only
regret that I was not able to come here be%ore now. It was not from a want of desire that I wag
prevented from coming here earlier. 'I'he fact of the matter is, that I have visited the other parts
of the Prsidency which needed my presence more than this. I am very much obliged to you

for your reception, and hope I shall see more of your town during tRe short time I shall spend
amongst you, i ¢ y o '

Address of the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, -

May 11 PLEASE Your ExcErLENcY,—On behalf of the Chamber of Comm. :

i i is" : ) erce, and of the
mercontile community of this place, we desire to offer to our . ) .

upon your visit to Cocanada. , ’ . : your Lordship our 00ngratu1.atmns

We thank your Lordship for réoeiving this deputation, and won] .«
to refer to one or two matters connected with thept;-a,d‘3 of tn. y;)%t;td::)u?ill)}i{ l:eqﬂ»est pzlr(ximsslon
your Lordship’s kind attention. uch we would crave

It was our privilege bn the®occasion of a visit to Cocanada by your- sy
to draw attention to the need of a line of railway between Cocanay;lz z‘fdlﬁ;?t};rla?b:dp l'ed?ioessor,
Lordship’s recent recommmendations to the Bupreme Government have, it pleases ,{l:l:o g;;:
h . ) 3

cerely that it will be the means of increasing the wealth, .

3
- f the East Coast. Railway
tructi £ this very necessary work as part of the East Coast Rallway -
asi?n?é tn}.lse :ge;gz z%:isrg:tzhzzn;ingl out Sc')f this project the future commercial prosperity of
80 ) 1w ‘ ‘
Cocanada undoubtedly depends. . el
ilway to be opened for trafic for a fow years yet,

o conm’ ho:f: %oﬁgﬁg;’zhzzzlsidex{aﬁon the necessity there exists, in the '1pterest Igf the
o ?r o ungay,for devising some means to obviate the closure of the God#vari ?ntc:l fﬁ1stfna.
o h?gintake’s place during the busiest months of every year. The stoppage oI . 3 tc ﬂ(:r
e por d in the height of the trading season, is the cause.of a large annua o§s ?d be
o longt?i pex(;lr(l,m’mnity . and although we would not presume to suggest what Izle-an(s1 ihou a
lT:;:‘:dltﬁ :ecure the d’esired end, we are of opinion that such means are not beyon e seope
a ! )

i ks Department. . e . L
o e Wovl;'hich lfas attended the operations of the Groynes Extension Board, in ‘keeplgxg

s }s)uccef:a.r for navigation, since the Board was formed at the suggestion of this Chamber .
e e o s bout seven years agq, will, we hope, lead to its bein qusted w1t1,1. ‘wider powers.
olt; Co;:u:ng ep?)ssesses and its consolidation into & Port Trust Committee having the entire
to;:e:,vapcy of the port under ifs management and direction. . . _ .

; lusion, we beg to thank your Lordsbip fof receiving this address and to state that
0 reIs!t1 :g:fr:(;l'tht’xt the - well-being bof Cocarada will meet with every consideration at your

w .

Lordship’séands.

° .

His Excellency’s Reply. o

d 3 have the pleasure of meeting the ‘representatives of
AGENT{EM?(’;-_ogmagcgfmfﬁ?;ﬁgs a great plQeaI;ure to me to meet chambers of commerce
the Chamber oand members of th® metcantile community. You know as well as I do, that the
like . your owfnthe ;,ountry depeﬁds upon the prosperity of its trade anq commerce, B-l%d it is the
prospenté . ment to do all that. lles within its province to promote mdustry.r, and to promote
duty of o}:'etrﬁlb sen and land. From that point of view it is my greaf object, as I tolq the
comn'le.roel.to thisy morning, to see that the East Coast railway*is being pushed forward rapidly.
Mounicipality o vou brou gh’t the qdestion of a railway from Q‘ocaua.dg to Hy@embad before my
Some time 8 dy I have good ground for believing that a project which.comprises a much larger
predecessory 8‘nh' h will be of more benefit to the Kast Coast gepemlly, will be finished in a fow
scheme, and W 1‘}’1 from the main East Coast line to Cocanada will, I hope, draw & large portion
cufs. A bmmf the delta down to this port, and in that way will benefit the producers, and #lso
oi ;(I::t g’:;’g:ﬁes%ipp ers generally. I trust that producers in exchange for their grain will in turn
e

* be able to supply themselvés with the luzuries and necessaries of life from the sea-board to a

t. With respect to the canals, I have spoken to the

greater exﬁ?ut t?:ﬁngmgn 0:}?6 a:u}?jgii?nand it is quilt)e olear to me that the repairs that are
engineer t };g m ar for the two canals, particularly as regards irrigation, must be done, and unless

neoeseary (s yo?ne' means of obviating the necessity for these repairs, 'whmh Ido not think you

you can sh:;:ag & the great inconvenience which I have no doubt<you will suffer—and it is a very

oy L . enience to have the canals olosed ‘for navigation for .thrge mouths a year.—mus!: be

Jserious mcof vlmt confess that the suggestion you make of duplicating the canal near Rajah-
endured. ractical one, and one that will be considered by the Pul*m ‘Works Department

mundry 15 & veg II\’(Iadras. The only question is, whether the results would repay the expense.

ﬂhen 1 return nature of Yhe navigation of these canals only shows that a railroad is a mych

iy The p}-ecarlousf donveyance. I do not know whether you think that these canals will be of much
better moane of transit when the railroad is made. I am very glad to hear that the great object

use a8 F’e&;lﬁ o anals were made, viz., irrigation, is not interfered with by their being closed

for which et}(:s a year. With respect to your suggestion regarding portions of the groymes,

for three mont thatyif you address Utovernment upon the subject, I shall see*that it is very care-

all I ¢an E{BA)’ lsd I congratulate you upon the commeroial prosperity of the town, and also up(l)ln

.ttlllltlaliu‘:azgss; v?rll'leicﬁ, with the help of the groynes, you have been endeavouring to cope with the

requirements of the port. o

Address éf the Jie’nbegs of the Municipal Cquncil of Rajahmundry. .

> ; CELLENCY,— We, the Municipal Councillors of Ra]ghmundr_y, on

MA;f {thlf ;"i’:ﬁibg:;’tl: o?ihe%owh, beg to offer your Excgliency a most cordial and hea.l:tty
behalf of 2 Unlike the southern districts, the Northern Circars have no railway cennection with
waloome, d :omtenunioa.tion between them and M8dras by sea is at times almost ,1}np0581b_le. It
Madras, 8n ing to this that people living in Madras. know but little of the northern districts.
is pgoB&bl)':;;_ the want of knowledge of these parts was quite recently afforded by the leading
An ipstancé o which, in a short para., about your Excellency’s present tour, referred to Cocanads
Madras PP the Kistna district. The Kast Coast Railway, which we sincerely hope your
a}.g lf,nlgnv:;f: ilx?ﬁuenoe will soon cause to be an established fact, will doubtless remedy this. s'tat(

Xe . . . . .,

.
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" of things.. We shall not troubl e
. “of things.. We shall not trouble your Excellenocy now with a detailed
th;i ’Ei)l:vrg. With your permission a deputation from the inhabitant: cfaa(i:l ;ia(:)fs tx}vlﬁlwv:‘q b ot
g’he u 11ng yw Stail here, and represent to you what are considered to be the pressin wa,‘ntt or}
; r;(;)) Pp e. . ’: would.only mention that this town is sadly in need of a good hos gml . 3 of
taﬁenpﬂ;) vgﬁée;u;lt)ipolz. théts regaxt'gis&{le h(éspial, we are happy to say that the ‘l‘alu.lf Boa.izi1 h:s
. , an estimate an n for our entirel ildi
. g?(glersgfe;})lamtmn, and that subscriptions arepbeing colleotzs..ueg; %gv:hzn\gazggflletel l'mrildzinﬁ ite
}c)hep; ol ;erazfl :.: I_:,;(;t :):egexll)la.;le. - Your éExeellenoy’s Government will shortly bep ar.)sl):;d oth:osg}?
y ute a competent engineer to work out a sch plyi
£§;tsv‘:1?§1 t‘I::etowh W'lﬂf} water throughout the year; all that we,ask you’i'(3 b?:;illfe(:esugg\lg l'ngt‘;}altl;
A (.))y(tmr (;n uence when the time comes (1) to seeure us the services ofy a comlls t-lat
snginecr; (2) : 2,hv€nce us F‘Ehe -necessary funds or to allow us to raise the sum requiregeben
. pe that your Excellenoy will have a pleasant trip through the -gorge, that }2’0:11

-will not be disappointed wit i 1
ur gt ppointed with the scenery there, and that you ‘will spend a happy Christmas in

——

His Excellency’s Reply.

]
y cordial reception you have gi
you have made in my li)nor. %gkg?:;

GENTLEMEN,—] am extremely obliged t i '
1:;9, andnazﬂotf&- the very handsgme 'dgeorﬁtt)igxf: f}(;;tt P
ery well that these receptions which I meet with in different pl ' ;

;tls;;l:eg; fm;; :(f)t tg:ﬁelg Iso much in consequence of apy person};la‘;e;x"itga(')tf In? m:;vﬁle D of
avence of the %ﬁ a lrepfresent Her Gragious Majesty the Qifeen-Empressywhoseas m.tconse-
e e Goe people I0 the Presldenoy of Madras are always too hap,p'y to (I:Ilten sl Vi
throngh thelr 5 dvernor. am glad upon this occasion to knd¥ that the Munic; alita t;)q‘ivhedge
rosont e & oon}(;. regresentmg the .mhabltat_xts here. I shallbe glad to'learn ahilg;;i” m hyou
AR tmu(; ﬁpg youxwl.)ﬂllxsi)ngss which I trust is in a prosperous coﬁdition a.na(in I o
- asewre you that o azm mtgt }1;(1);}1 ] Y1'1ng to my consideration with respect to muﬁiéi 1 ﬁc?lu
Shall o placedya,nd théawe t}o?. You refer in your address to the isolated positi e ha:1rs
Yoon § » the want o railway communication here." ocan assur : ot it hoa ich
rom any unwilkingness on my part that I have not beén here ey et 1t bas not

that other less favoured districts of Madr i ére before now, but to the f
. a8 required jon md ’ o fact
glad to think that I have chosen this time of th% year, It?x}; aétﬁ:i‘:igzs hgll‘iilst};:nfozof l;sg‘nal}d 1 am
s ima

no more pleasant and appropriate place to spend them i i o
. 3 t * i i i e

:.1:50 rpentmn in your address .that our gublic instrlﬁct};:: ilxlll .ﬁ;sdveryhlovely G eit. %’ou
quaintance with the geography of Rajahmundry oo B0t shown. that

teceive, L am happy to say, so much good will gene‘whidh Yo papectod from them. Well T

too bappy to say that I am quite sure’ that the mista.]iauy from.the local Press, that I am onl
Sty . , o of placin i — Juin
g:'?;r:zsi‘:lr;s 33: 1:: e;:idled ?f an offence ; and I have no dogbb thit?’:gagglouigr)ﬁimlthq Kmtnp.
Dot 1o gm % dy.a tﬁve;'{ the.world, before very long, repres entatiVesg ofp : ﬁca Psexen.ee is
their correspondents I'lco 1cilwelle in,l s:;?i Tﬁgt(i:(‘)ilf‘: ::iniistricés pionsant and proYita%le ?18:0;: E’li
: ! h a i
zﬁgglzsg Sznthgzgirconesfpm;depts. You mention I think irtlx y;’::l;?isdlzg Ll ti};:n be very readily
while I am here t?)ui:o P a}clmg any wants of the people before mo, but I sh;:ﬁub&re Dot upon
s i aere, fo know what they arb ; and when [ return to Magras it will bo g 3 £,
address—tiep one i:ea gett(:n"” v:ai.;teIr-:s;pl? alx'ftin 2(1112;' Ec}ll;em: You mention two sub?ex(gZiiu?’og:
< o ae® 8 other ‘ N
fseé:ei;ett;m ;7:13{) ollllzcesia:y institutions, and I find a]] (::e:h:hze%’; G?sfidzn};os}t,gat‘th Well, now,
oy o8 o ahagetzrt water-supply. I wish all the towns in the Pre};ide;c 1? gry of oll
tonti I ave at present, and I am.glad to think that ydu are goi Y e s good
attention seriously to bringing the watey which you have you are going to turn your

inhabitants. I shall be very glad to learn % auch abundancy into the houses of

] : , during the -
with regard to that subject, and to the reasonall)]lg re(iligs?e i here, what your intontion aree

g . d I} g .
'S: ugfii;: g:;f Iyzgnﬂdvllce. I hope I shall be able to com};ﬂ; 135311‘16;?:: -'?; ingtmeer thould be
requests from other &nuy_sgy,l?% matter for encouragement, that fo have oocxlne?' ghe.n ! Toturn,
you have to say, and ¢ miorpolities. W’it-h regard to the hospital, I, shall be. pll?1 with similar
you bave fo pl}"i’me 4 0 re.ciglve ;epresenta.tlves of other bodies belonging to the .tg ad to hear what
the beneficent infl _ecesslf liio]'gt}."’.» day, and I bave no dqubt that there are M
the people than b}l’l ?Illge;:ovisicfn o?tlsohog c})lverq;nfn.t ovh b8 more officiently brg‘?gr}?:aénsbby e
(5P " . . 0 1 °
Presidency. There is a subject ooﬁgneeted s:)vlit%sth?:'tii fv?rii?}:li 3?1(11 tvi'(omen i all Pari‘:rolfl};(ﬁg

av;z(_i {h:, iul&?tt of trailﬁing nurses in various. hospitals for the ‘men ax?dli}vg ton oF the enterest,.

an homes% : theops:oyi) 19 :,; ;l::e nsghem:hfo;' ;ending out nurses both into tl(:)l:)nfx!cl) O§t tlhe and i
Y on the lddies of t i i ot oo

the homes of the paople oatend on tho i ies of the country is mukmgv_ery great progri?ss, 1:1:3

1on, all ‘those who are

interested in education here will do their ver; %: o ey of eduoat I
can imagine nothin
st the high class ladies

that can contribute more towards alieviating théSt yehont oa i cause
ned nurses and female

and women of the,country than a plentiful sﬁpplg’hgfs 12%1():;1‘?’;?11;?‘8‘1;1111(;:8
. ' ! D -tral

.
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doctors. Well now I think, gentlemen, I have touched upon the various points which you
have mentioned in your address. I recoguise with gratitude that it is an address of welcome
rather than an address pointing out any of your wants. I shall therefore only say again what
1 have said at the outset of my remarks that I am very much obliged to you for the very
handsome preparations you have made here, which I cannot ,help saying that I admire exceed-
ingly, particularly as I am aware that all such prepagations require a great deal of care and cost
1o inconsiderable amount of money. I hope, gentlemen, that I shall not forget the reception
which you have given me, and that when Ip leave India, as I suppose I shall, two years hence,
1 shall leave behind me a kindly recollection of my efforts in dving my duty to my Sovereign.

Addvress of the Inkabitants of Rajahmundry.

May 1t preasE Your ExcerLexcy,—We, the inhabitants of Rajahmundry, on this Your
Excellency’s visit to this town most cordially and respectfully bid you welcome.

9. Tt is now 6} years since we saw the Governor of our Presidency in our midst. And
considering the comparative inaccessibility of the Northern Circars, we had little hopes of receiving
the honor and the favor of a visit, even from Your Excellency, of whose readiness to forego
personal comfort hnd safety for the sake of the people committed to your care, we had a striking
and never-to-be-forgotten instance so recently as last May. We therefore most heartily thank
Your Excellency for %iving us this opportunity of meeting you and expressing our sentiments of
gratitude and laying before you our wants.

3. In the first place we are deeply bounden to Your Excellency’s Governmeunt for pressing
the question of the Kast Coast Railway on the Supreme Goverument, till their sanction was
obtained for the survey, which we are happy to find has been already set on foot. We have also
to express to you our thanks for the readiness with which our prayers in connection with two
matters of local importance were granted—the maintenance as a Government insfitution of
the Girls’ School, from the support of which His Highness the Maharaja of Vizianagerum had
withdrawn ; and the sanction and fitting up of the Godévari ferry steamer at so early a date
after the old steamer became disabled. We must not omit to make grateful mention here of the
appointment of a drawing master in the local college, which appointment we take to be an
earnest of the intentions of Your Excellency’s Government to make Rajahmundry the centre of
Art and Technical education in the Northern Circars, as it has hitherto been the centre of higher
University education in this gart of the Presidency ; the sanction of Rs. 10,000 for the extension
of the college building, and the building grant of Rs. 6,000 towards the construction of the
Rajahmundry High School. .
. 4. While thanking Your Excellency for the favors already conferred on us, we venture to
lay Yefore you a few of our pressing wants. ; .

5. What we would place on the fore frout is the construction of the Railway from Bezvida
to Rajehmundry, as soon as the survey of this seetion of the Kast Coast Railway ie completed,
without waiting for the completion of the survey of the entire line. This would have the effect,
not merely of plasing the people of this distriot, at the earliest opportunity, on a footing of
equality with the people of more favored districts of the south of the Presidency, in the matter
of communication with the capital city, but would make it possible for all the surplus grains of
this fertile delta to be instantly thrown into any famine-afflicted tract in the south, whenever
the unhappy need for such transport may arise. When the entire Hast Coast Railway is
completed, this district will do the same service also to the districts north of it. Its usefulness
however to the southern parts need not, we are humbly of opinion, be delayed till it is equally

useful all round.

6. While thanking Your Excellency for the steamer now plying on the river, we beg per-
mission to say that it does not answer all the requirements of the public. It does not ply on
‘Sundays. During floods it does not touch at Vijjeshwaram g.nd Bobbarlanka. On it the

assengers are exposed to rain and bad weather. The authorities, we are assured, have been
fooking into the matter, and the entire blume now rests with the steamer itself. Its engines
are, we are told, powerful eno@gh, but its steering qualities are not what they should be. More-

over it appears to require one day of rest in the week. .
7. We therefore pray Your Excellency will be pleased to give us an additional steamer with

_more powerful engines with stern not side padddes and with better accommodation for passengers,

ordered direct from England. .

8. We represented to His Excellency Sir Mountstuart E. Grant Duff during his visit fo this
town our urgent want of a buttress wall from the Judge’s bungalow to Red Rocks to protect the
gtreets and houses adjoining the river from inundation during floods. We are sorry to say the
want remains an urgent want still. As it is, several residents of that part of the town are forced
to quit their houses whenever the floods in the Ged4vari are anything above the average. The post
office street is the only thoroughfare by which the river traffic 18 connected with Old Town.
Further, all those that have to post, register, or insure letters and parcels or send money orders,

“and all the hundreds of men and women that daily take their drinking-water from the river must
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traverse this street for its entire length. And when, we say that this street is for nearly a third of
its length under water when the Godévari is in high floods, Your Excellency can easily eonceive
the hardship which the people are put to.

9. Lastly we pray that Your Excellency will be pleased to take into conside;a,tion the hard-

ship inflicted on poor people by the present rule of the Forest Department regarding unclaimed .

drift-wood, by which one-fourth the sale *proceeds only is allowed to the salver, while three-

fourths are appropriated by Government, and to order that the salver do take one half instead of
one-fourth as at present. : :

10. We thank Your Excellency for having given us this opportunity of placing bef
oufd waztsfa}zdfour wishes. We pga)lfl thehAlmighty that you may long b)(: sp:})redltdg useigr;n}?doilal
and out of it, for we are convinced that the people of India have had no truer fri t
Excellency’s late illustrious brother and yourself. er friends  than Your

_ 11. Heartily wishing Your Excelle.ncy the compliments of the season and a safe and pleasant
journey for the rest of your tour, &e. ,

His Excellency’s Reply.

GentLEMEN,—The fact of your having only occasional opportunities of seei

of Madras makes it more incumbent upon me to listen very art).gantively to what ;%utlﬁz ‘(,};o;/(fzgor
and I cannot hélp saying that the whole of your address is a very sensible one, and brings t)’(;
my unotice nothing more than is legitimate .1 wish very much that I could give ’you sa,tisfagtor
answers to all the subjects your address refers to, but it would not be convenient for me, u 03’1
an oceasion bf this kind, to say that I should be able to comply with all -your requests wyithlc))uf;
giving my colleagues and the departments of the Government an opportdnity of expressing their
opinions. In the first place, you are good enough to remember with gratityde the obh’g ation
under which you rest to the Government ; and it gives me great satisfaction to find thgt ou
appreciate the prospects of the East Coast railroad. I have spoken both at, Cocanada and hy
already with respect to the benefits that this railway will confer upon the whole of the eze.
and I have no doubt that many dormant energies will be roused, and many non-existent iogs .
tries will be brought into being before long, after this railroad is made.” With r ectt?1 :ﬁ-
opening first the southern sections of railroad, I can only say that your address verml;oou ot 1e
describes my own opinion (hear, hear). Ihave impressed upon the Government of yIndiaml ely
before I knew what the opinions of the local bodies here were, that it is most desirable ths tTlll
southern end of t.he line, that is the line from Kistna, should b commenced before th ¥ h .
part. 1 think it is probable, if we are fortunate, and if the Government of India ca ® oo
the money, that th_e line may'be commenced first, but, at any rate, I am most anxi: spare ug
that in this very ru;h and fertllg distriet which needs a railroad mos,t and where a r _111s myse}
pay best, that portion of the line should have the priority, that the branch from SZI Waﬁ{ will
Cocanadsa should be open so as to give complete communication between the deltas of tﬁmh_ofilto
country }.1ere and th? sea. I have no reason to suppose at present that there will be an 3 11 or
the opening of the line, and all T can say with respect to it is that my opinions and mgs elay 1n
coincide, and I do not think that mine are likely to%e altered with respect to ity Y y tznl:u'ely
of course, that there is heavy work to be done in the bridge over the l}{)istna. river, v:ﬁli ‘ﬁus.unow’
gome time ; but wh.ether the line can be opened before the bridge is completed i a m:tt""f take
Engineers to consider. 1 hope the Kistna bridge will be begun almost immediate) el%t or';he
survey is commenced ; and possibly arrangements will be made for commencing it beforeyt };‘ er the
is completed. You also refer to the steamer in which I went this morning. I am v 0 ﬂlllrvey
hear that it is of advantage. I must say that it is very well adapted for the purpose fery .ad t.o
was intended. I was glad to see that some arrangements were made for the a.gcomn?;dwt.mh it
gosha and purdal_l ladies. You say that the steamer works only for six days eve . 11(;m of
have made inquiries, and I find that it is absolutely necessary that it should not wor}?: Mook, 1
in the week, and of course it would not be agreeable to you if from not being taken In one day
engines get into bad order; end I know from experience, I must tell you, that th care of, the
every steamer require to be looked to and overbauled very thoroughly, at léast ) e engines of
do not see_any reason why another steamer should not be bought P,10vi ded thncg a gyeek. I
obtained. If tHis question is mooted, I suppose the locality will Te e;peote d to e }&n 8 can ’pe
amount ; but that is a question of detail, and I do not wish to give any o provide a certain
present. However, this portion of your addresy will be referred to the roy Pinion upon it st
will give it consideration ; and if they can .give you a favorable proper authorities who

very glad indeed. I also took Into consideration, when I went tﬁ:v:;;’rI personally shall be .

Mr. Moberley, who takes a great interest in this matter isi ; ning, accompanied by
wall aloug a portion of the river-bank here. I have’lfg g::szh:hﬁetﬁixih? proposed buttress
venience at present, and that a wall along the street from this place where wm very greut incon-
up to the Red Rocks will be a great addition to the comfort of the eople ° a-Ire standing now
subject carefully considered, and, if financial arrangements permit, shaIﬁ }1’)9 + I shall have this
can be made. I am afraid I have not the power of turning everything into Pell‘(slonally glad if it
of your learned Pro_fessgrs of thp Ra]ahmundry College, who have so far g((i) H Per}laps.some
may be able to do this with the sid of the philosopher’s stone, As an ordinaa;yv?sgfgin ?Olf“"e,

ldual, 1 can

nlv sav that the great difficulty with regard to ‘sanitation and every other reform that we are
:nx)iyousyto carry ogt, is ﬁna.nce.y 'F'he aniiety.wh_ich the people display to have good water is
only an additional sign of the advance of civilization, which 1s spreading all over the country,
fostered, I have np doubt, by your colleges, one of the most distinguished of which is the Rajah-
mundry College. _With respect to your re est regarding drift-wood, which seems to me to be
a roasonable one, I do not know whether the Forest Department will agree to the change or not ;
however it will be fairly considered. It is possible that they may say that the expense thrown
upon them in respect to the wood is o great that they cannot afford to gig to the salver a larger
share of the wood than they do now. Gentlemen, I am very glad to have the pleasurp of s~eem§
you. I hope it will not busix years before a Governor of Madras pays you another visit.
am sorry to think that in all probability I shall not be here six years hence, and I can only say
that if my successor finds it as pleasant to visit this dlstrx_ct as I do, he will, at any r'at.e in one
respect, do better than I have done, and that is, that he will pay you more than one visit during

his administration.

Address of lhe People’s Association of the Goddari District.

May 17 PLEAsE Your Excerrescy,—We the Members of the Godévari People’s Association
beg permission to approach Your Excellency with this our humble address of welcome.

2. As loyal subjects of the Queen-Empress and as people who have had our full share of the
benefits of Your Excellency’s benign administration, we are sincerely glad we are given this
opportunity of welcoming you to our town and district and expressing our gratitude to you for
the constant solicitude with which you regard the interests of every section of the community
in every part of this Presidency, however remote.

3. We thank Your Excellency for bringing the East Coast Railway within measurable
distance of accomplishment in the course perhaps of the next two or three years. We believe
that the Survey party have begun their work and trust that the survey of the section from
Bezvéda to Rajahmundry will not take more than a few months. It is our humble and earnest
prayer that as soon as the survey of this section is completed, the construction of the railway
between these two towns may be commenced at once.

4. The present Godévari ferry steamer is a convenience for which we cannot sufficiently
thank Your Excellency. But during the time that the Goddvari is in flood, when other modes
of crossing the river are either dangerous or 1mpr§ctlcable, she is not as useful as she might be,
owing, we are given to understand, to defects in her gearing and fittings. We pray Your
Excellency will be pleased to order that the present unsatisfactory state of the steamer be set
right in any manner that to Your Excellency may seem necessary.

5. Your Excellency’s Government is doubtless already aware of the injustice and hardship
inflicted on the people by tbe assessment of incomp for income-tax by Revenue officers of
Government. We beg respectfully to point out that in towns the assessment rests entirely with
the 'I'ahsildar and in villages with the Village officers and that everywhere there is practically
no formsl or informal check on their assessments from any competent persons or bodies of
persons who are in & position to know or ascertain more or less accurately the actual incomes of
persons. We can for our part vouch to the existence of irregularities in this matter, but would
leave the remedy to Your Excellency’s sympathetic consideration.’

6. The assessors and jury in this district are under present rules drawn from a circuit
comprised within a radius of 20 miles from Rajahmundry. It unfortunately happens that this
orbit most effectually excludes the most fertile aud the most populous towns and villages.
We beg that the choice may .be_ext'ended over th{a who_le area of the entire district, since
fortunately every part of the district is connected with this town by cavals, and not even the
residents of the extreme verge of the district need take more than four-and-twenty hours to reach
this town ; and that the selection of persons in the first instance be removed from the hands of
village officers and left to officers of a higher standing. .

7. The present elective system in Municipal Councils is a privilege that is greatly appredi-
ated by the people. And the aniformly liberal spirt in Which' Your Excellency’s Government
have dealt with the rights and functions of Municipal Councils encourages us to hope that
Your Excellency will be pleased to make the same elective system applicable to some Taluk

Boards also.

. 8. We understand that the amendment of the Municipal Act is under.the consideration of
Your Excellency’s Government. We would take this opportunity of specially drawing your
attention to the schedule of taxes for Arts. and Professions according to which a District Court
vakil, for instance, whose monthly income is Rs. 80 has to pay the same tax—Rs. 25 a year—as
a Government Sfficer drawing Rs. 1,000 a month. An equal amount has to be paid by a
Printing Press as such, even though it may make no profit at all. We bring these glaring
inequalities prominently to Your Kxcellency’s notice in the confident hope that when the amend-
ment of the Act is taken Up, at an early date as we trust, the inequitable distribution of
municipal taxation may not be lost sight of among other things. -
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9. Lastly, we pray that when the questions of a scheme of water-supply for this town and
the construction of a buttress wall on the bank of the Godavari from the Judge’s bungalow to
Red Rocks come up for consideration before Your Excellency’s Government, Your Excellency
will be graciously pleased to give them your earnest support. . .

10. In conclusion, we cordially wish Your ERcellency the compliments of the soason, and
pray the Almighty Giver will shower on you his choicest blessings.
®

.

His Excellency’s Reply.

GextLRMEN,—] am much obliged to you, I am sure, for your good wishes. I see this
address contains subjects which have already been brought before me in the Municipal and other
addresses, such as questions of the railroad, of the steamer, and of the buttress wall, to which I
have replied ; so I need not further allude to them. You mention one or two subjects which the
other addresses did not contain. You say that the inecome-tax assessment should not be left
entirely to the Tahsildar, and that somebody, who is in a position to know, or ascertain accu-
rately, the incomes of persons, should check it. The Government have told the Divisional officers
to check the assessments as much as possible. I do not think we can do more than that, because
the Government is extremely averse to making very minute inquiries into the incomes of indivi-
dunals as no person likes to have his income serutinised. I shall, however, take the matter into
consideration when 1 go back to Madras, and shall bring it to the notice of my colleagues. You
also mention that the assessors and the jury in this district are selected from within an arca of
20 miles.  Of course, the object is to get the best assessors and jurors, and *if, on inquiry, we
find that by enlarging the area we should have a larger number of persons of position and res-
pectability, I do not sce why we should not comply with your request. You also refer to the
question of the elective system, and ask that it may be applied to the Taluk Boards. I am not
myself so completely blind to the defects of the eclective system in the Municipal Councils and
Local Boards as to say that the system should be applied to the Taluk Boards.
anxious to promote the principle as far as we can, but we must not go too fast. There aro
several Municipalities in which the elective system is in force—I need not say whether they are
in this district or not—which are not working as well as we should wish them to do. Thercforo
T do not wish to give you the idea that we are going to introduce the elective system into the Taluk
Boards, T think it will require many years before it can be very much advanced. I am very
glad to see it prosper in some Municipalities and Local Boards, and one of the reasons why it is
doing well is that the Members of the Taluk Boards are now nominated by the Collector and in
that the Local Boards are provided with a fairly good constituency. With respect to the ques-
tion of the assessment of pleaders at the rate of Rs. 25 a year, I shall have this matter considered.
I think myself that it will be some time before we can be persuaded to make the change you

suggest. The Municipal Act will be very carefully consid

yost. : Aot ered when it is brought before the
Legislative Council, and it will be referred to a Select Committee composed of gentlemen who
know the country, before whom I shall place this address. I only wish that the People’s

Association will prosper, and that you will continue to entertain the same sentiments of loyalty
to the Queen and those who represent her in this country as you do now; and anything that
promotes a vigorous public opinion and a vigorous public life like your Association will always

receive, I am quite sure, the sympathetic help of any Governor whd may be in the position in
which I am.,

We are very

Address of the Municipal Council of Ellore.

May 11 rLEASE YOUR ExcrrLExcy,—We, the Municipal Council of Ellore,
of the publie, give you a most hearty welcome, and take the o
and deep gratitude for the many blessings of the teign of He
" Victoria.

2. Wethank Your Excellency for the many works of public utilit
interest have been associated. Notably we may mention the early concession of the East Coast
Railway, by which the many conveniences of civilization will be brought to our very doors, the
resources of our district developed, and last, but not least, dire famine—such as Your Excell:ancy

with much sympatiy and in person very lately helped to ameliorate—will bo shorn of many of
its terrors.

3. Our fellow townsmen in the address which they have presented to Your Fxcellency have
represented such of our public wants as are of sufficient importance to warrant us in troubling
Your Excellency with them, and we will therefore not detain Your Excellency further.

4, We desire to express again our earnest thanks to Your Excellency for this visit : we regret
that Your Excellency’s stay among us is to be so short, but hope that we be honored with a
second visit before Your Excellency’s term of office expires.

' ag, representatives
pportunity to express our loyalty
r Imperial Majesty the Empress

y with which your name and
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Address of the Ellore Public.

L]
ise Your ExcrrLaxcy,—With feelings of sincere loyalty and joy we beg to
wait L:)[r‘: YszuiL;];scille with an address welcoming Your Excellency to this ancient town and
to thank Your Excelle®y for the distinguished compliment you have paid us by this visit.

] that we should be wanting in duty if we did not take this opportunity of giving
ex rezgiz:e:o the feeling of gratitude with which we have been pnwersally inspired by Your
Ez?cellency’s benevolent efforts, made at considerable risk of convenience and health, to save our
countrymen of Ganjam from pestilence and scarcity.

This one act, were there non® else, is enough to entitle Your Excellency to our lasting
gratitude. ' - .

To Your Excellency’s efforts we owe the commencement of the East .Coast Railway—an
inestimable boon by which you have placed us under the deepest obligations. The want of
railway communication on this coast has, indeed, placed us under many du;;adva.ntage_s, and
never did we feel it so much as since His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor’s sojourn in our
country, for had there already been railway communication on this coast we would probably at
this mor’nent and at this place have been the fortunate hosts of the Royal visitor. .

thankful to Your Excellency for the deep interest you have taken in this
ra.ilwzgrepti'lc‘:;ezz3 ?Irld we anxiously pray that the railway may soon become an accomplished fact.

. Tt is not our purpose to take up much of the few hours at Your Excellency’s disposal
to-night. We, however, desire to avail ourselves of this opportunity of laying before our
Excellency some of our principal wants with the convicticn that, though it may not be possible
for Your Excellency to satisfy them with the same facxhtgr w1j:h which we can represent them,
yet, if we satisfactorily impress them on Your Excellency’s mind, we shall have gained.a great
ste[; towards the redlization of our hopes. We assure Your Excellency that the grateful
consciousness of the vast good so far done us by the British Government is all that prompts us to
seek for the satisfaction of what more wants we have.

ng all our needs is ther vital one of a good water-supply. The Ellore-

Bezvfg:engi, Tl?znigng, as Your Excellency will observe,‘tl';rough the town, is at present the
chief source from which our drinking water is takep: This canal, daring fogr months' (the
hottest period) of the year, is closed, anfi in the rainy season the canal water is useless, if l}ot
ositively dangerous to health, so that during nearly one-half of the year the canal supply fails.

g)uring this period, wells, of which there are but few, have to be relied on, and these the

Chemical Examiner, who examined their water, has declared some to be quite unfit for use and

‘ the rest to be of doubtful utility. The want of water-supply to the townis thus a crying one.

) . ouncil has already moved in the matter, and it is believed that the question has
%2:;1 %?;f;lf)ﬁeCYour Excellen cy’z Government, who, we hear, have ordered an officer to give
rofessional advice to the council.” Financially the council is not in o state to und‘erta.ke the
P soot unassisted. We, therefore, pray that, when the matter goes'next to .Your Excellency,
}}:1(;(1)]]. will be pleased to render all reasonable assistance to it in view of its necessity and urgency.

int to which we beg to invite Your Excellency’s attention is the necessity of
ohan'[‘illl); ﬁit rg-?gl.::ant halting place o% boats on the FEllore-Bezvéda canal. These boats are at
,eseg;lt moored along that part of the canal which lies betweeg Ellore an(! P_owerpetta.. This is
{)he only portion of the cahal useful to the people ifor bathing and drinking purposes. The
mooring of the boats at this place and the 'consequent trafﬁo with its g,ttendant bustle q.nd
llection of all castes of men have the very painful e}‘feot of inconveniencing and gbstmctlng
fﬁe ublio resorting to the canal for bathing and carrying water and of rendering their drinking
wat};r insanitary, besides wounding the religious susceptibilities of the higher class Hindus.
Our prayer is that*the landing-place may be shifted to the eastern side of. the lgndge and that
stonep flights of steps, such as may be seen at Bezvéda, may be construeted on either side of the
oanal from the bridge' to the western extremity of Powerpetta. :

is educational. Education here is, we regret to state, in a very backward
stateom\.ﬁlze}}i:v:a‘l‘;:t one Mission High school in the town, and the advantages of healthy
com;;etition are therefore unknown. Omne high school, besides, is very®insufficient provision,
considering the population and importance of the place. 'Ihere are two or three low standard
gchools, but they are mere schools of adventure. The town, therefore, very badly wants a
roperl,y-organized high school of @ secular charac@e'r. Our views have th‘e support of the chief :
gducational officers of the district and of our Municipal Council, who seer to have taken up the
matter. Bearing in mind that the one high sehoql we have in our midst is (}) of & religious
character, (2) without the advantages of well-directed cqmpe’atmn, and (3) 1nsnff.ielent.for the
requirements of the town, we pray that Your .lgxcellency will be pleased to give this subject the
atfentiogyit deserves. . . o
Our fourth subject is the bridge over the canal. The importance of this bridge will easily
be recoguised when 1t is considered that practically all the traffio; entering and leaving Ellore by
the Kistna and Godévari canals as well as by road, necessarily passes over it. This incessant
traffio inevitably becomes a great obstruction to passengers, who #¥e hardly ever able to cross the
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The above are these of our wants with which we feel it our dut
The wants are all local, and Your Excellen

y to trouble Your Excellency.
Pressing and such as the local corporation ca

cy may be pleased to note that they are all very
nnot attend to unaided.

Wants of a political or guasi-political eharacter we have left to be dealt with by our more
advanced brethren of other towns in the district. The questions of the separation of revenue
and magisterial functions and the reform of the police force have already engaged the attention
of Your Kxcellency’s Government and ‘we are loyally coutent to leave their care to those who
have the power to deal with them finally.

We fear we have already taken up too much of your time.

Excellency that, amidst probably mauy more important engagements for the fow hour’s stay
Your Excellency is to make here, you have made it convenient to let us present our address
personally and we are deeply obliged for the consideration with which Your Exvellency has treated
us. We pray that Providence will grant Your Excellency long life and the continued possession
of those faculties and energies which you have been employing for our goud.

May, we, in conclusion, beg that, should Your Excelleney meet or write to Hj
Highness Prince Albert Victor, Your Excellency might be pleaseg to intimate to }?imoh(:)E}v Tgrgt?f,ﬁ
we feel to the Queen-Empress for the immense security, prosperity and happiness that we have
been enjoying under her sway and how ndescribably rejoiced we would have telt if we had the
goud fortune to have personally paid to himself our heartfelt tribute of gratitude and loyalty.

Woe are very thankful to Your

His Excellency’s Reply,

GENTLEMEN,—T am extremely obliged to
pandal which you have been so kind as fo erect in
which I see around me. I have long wishel

L 1Lat ; 8 of grain in times of distress, as Ganija
lately did during the famine, from which happily it has now recovered. You refer in );]o:::-
address to the benefits you have reaped from British rule

; g » and no one can view the ma nificent
irrigation works which coatrol the waters of the Kistna and Goddvari and the unique plgosperi?y

of these districts without being sensible as you are of the benefits of British rule, I think
therefore, that you do well to be grateful, and I am notesurprised that you have taken this’
opportunity of expressing your gratitude. Turning to the requests made in your address, I
fully sympathise with your desire to have a good water-supply. The water is close at hand
but I have no doubt that it will cost money to distribute it satisfactorily throughout the town
I can only say that if you formulate a schem :

) 3 e and send it up to Government, it ghal] i
such assistance as we can give you with due regard to the wantsof other to,Wns. Th:l(:c;lgz

matter and express a hope that some arrangements ma
of the bathers of different castes, and afi the same time contribute to the conven
borne traffic. * Then you express your dissatisfaction with the existing bridge over ¢

The inquiries I have made lead me to believe that it is inadequate to the traf%o whic E:os(;::?%‘
but a new bridge between Ellore and Powerpetta is about to be built ; and 3

. I trust that it w;
relieve the pressure on the present bridge and so meet your wishes in this direction. %toul_: will
want is ‘educational, and you complain that you have but one high school, a Mg next

school, which is inadequate to the wants of the town. I ghall direct inquiri 1

the necessity for a second high school, but meanwhile I mugt tell you tl?at tﬁ: z;enTade' as to
my opinion is the improvemept and extension of primary education, You woulq docﬁsilty n
spend your money on improving primary schools than in obtaining the establishment etter to
of another institution in which higher education may be taught ; and should yoy q 8mong you
establish thereby the best possible claim to aid for the extension of higher)é du 2_50 you will
cannot leave this subject without commending to your notice the all-important subc'a lon also. I
education, which, I hope, will receive at your hands the attention that 80 vita] 5 m t{ect of female
demands. You express your satisfaction at the approaching construction of ihel' merits and
Railway, and you regret that it had not been constructed in time ¢ ® Bast Coast
town from His Royal Highness Prince Albest Victor, I, too, am so
Highness could not see this part of the Presidency,: but when the railway b

constructed, you will doubtless not be without visits from illustrioug and d; tiy 23 act®ally been
and perhaps sonixe day H}is Rogal Hig?nis}:;s eldest sfon will follow hig examgﬁgh:(? geexézorllaﬁ?s,
in which case, I trust, he will come to this part o th ’ ndia,
Railway, ’ ’ ‘ R ® sountry travelling by the East Coast
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Address of the Residents of Masulipatam.

i hip's visit to an out-
Your ExcerLegey,~—Upon the occasion of Your Lordship 3 v
Iyi M‘gtir:nl,:? Atilne Ki)stna. distri:? the residents of Masulipatam request permission to present
tﬁli:igdress assuring Your Excellency of their unaltered sentiments of loyalty to the Empress
of India and of respect to Her Majesty’s representative in this Presidency;

i t of Masulipatam is the oldest among the dependencies of Fort St. George.
It ws?s. f'frhrse:?;]f};t (I:);;ital of the Il:rovince of the Northern Circars, and it is still the ehnlaf tOt‘IVItl;
of the Kistna district and the seat of the ‘district administration. It forms the na’gu}ia 03. e
for the export of the produce of the Kistna delta, and the trade and population, notwithstanding
any physical disadvantages of its situation, do not diminish.

» . . . . . - 3 .f the
incipal disadvantage is the difficulty of communication with the interior o
?r Th%‘gz‘r Irlxlicx;l::no;:ﬁs in thegyear there is canal communiecation, but these canals are intended
:ofgrv);as irrigation canals and as irrigation extends the supply of water becomes insufhcient
fgr navigation on the canals ; besides the navigation canal only serves a part of the district.

o dy which would meet the requirements of this town and port is the extension

f tht rgﬁv?v;;n}iogx v}v3ezvétda. to the coast, which, as advocated by us, yvould traverse a tract of

o ntry, every acre of which is under rice cultivation. and which w,ﬂl never be served by a
g(;:iga{)’le caﬁal. The subject has been fully discussed in Mr. Arundel’s note thereon.

i antage to this town is the want of accelerated communication W}th the
anchféaginztfhgflrd;gst‘,’ wh?fh, if provided, yvould brin’g: Ma.sghpatam into a.nAequahty with the
ighbouring port of Cocanada as well as with that of 'I'uticorin, where the distance of anchorage
pe;{}.} ame-1f not greater. We understand Your Excellency’s Government ,havq already been
1'8 wdsc;n the question of a steam-launch being provided, which will prove an inestimable boon to
;Illlci): ; ort. If quur Excellency’s Government will be pleased to see the necessity cf this part of
our Il))rayer also and sanction a grant to enable us to enjoy this advantage, we feel assured that
the expenditure would be easily recouped by & small fee being levied ou our exports and m}portr;
as is now being done at the port of Cocanada to meet the expenditure on the comstruction o
groynes for the protection of that port. |

si e humbly beg to give Your Excellency a hearty welcome to our distriet,
thougl'l igfrfgt!‘zicrlll;ﬁ;: on the p¥ese11g:c occ%msion, we have not been able to do ourselves this honor
in our owg town of Masulipatam. We hope, however, that at no distant date we shall have _the
rtvilege now afforded our brethern of Bezvéda, and we hope further that our prayers regarding
txz)he extg‘ension of railway and the improved communication with our port having bgen heard and
ranted by the Government, we shall be able to offer our hearty thanks to Your Kxcellency and
gongratulate ourselves that this important town of Masulipatam being brought into 1mp§oyed
communication with other places both by lamd and sea is no longer an isolated and outlying
station.

Your Excellency’s petitioners will ever pray for Your Excellency’s welfare and longevity.

Address of the Public of Guntir,

’ Your ExceLLENcY,—We, the representatives of the Gunttr public deputed

%A:nITYELfﬁicel(l)eney « beg to con’vey to Your Excellency the expression of our pleasure on

t(:):;mvisit to this district in the name of the inhabitants of Guntir and to offer you our cordial,
{oya.l and affectionate greeting.

r inabili receive Your Excellency in a manner befitting vour exalted
Ve bfsslwgu;eelln:\});elattirz[;oLord, that we yield to noie in our deep and sinc%rgy attachmeht
D fidelity tothe throne of Her Imperial Majesty ; and in welcoming you, her represen-
anq firm ﬁeaftily think you for the beneficent acts of Your Excellency’s administration,
ta}tll.v% hwe tended to raise the cendition and prosperity of the people, and some of which were
v wrt l::ve at much personal risk and inconvenience, as in the case of Your Excellency’s late
Etﬁietoat}f: distressed and famine-stricken district of Ganjam, and we gratefully recognize your
assiduous devotion to the well-being of the people.

is not fortunate enough to be hdnored this time by a gubernatorial visit
Tlﬁug;;: :vfl(;:%';su?(;)redeeessor paid ag visit to this district, yet we take this earliest oppor-
a8 was t ° ress our heartfelt gratitude to Wour Excellency for having recently®granted to our
t“mtiho e.xlflt to elect a moiety of the Municipal councillors—a gift which we prize most highly,
townb ° m}?'ch we sincerely trust, we shall be greatly profited. We reserve our grateful
and yleg 1 1ts of other benefits to another occasion, when, we venture to hope, that our town
acknow gm?nl centre not undeserving of Your Excellency’s interest—will not be forgotten in
o comlzﬁgg of a tour to this district within the remaining period of your administration.
the progr tefully trace the introduction of the railway into this district to the kind con-
- We S'T‘ai1 e h );m. predecessor was pleased to extend to the expression of our wants when he
sideration Wllseggy Inspired by this remembranoe, we make bold to bring to your notice some
e vants whidh aro at present engaging the sttention of the publio,
o .
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First of all, we beg to invite Your Excellency’s attention ta the importance of opening
a railway line to Nellore vid the delta villages, viz., Chebrole, Ponnur, Bapatla, Chirala,
Vetapolem and China Ganjam. People who have to go to®fadras are now gredtly inconveni-
enced by having to travel double or treble the distances as they have to avail themselves of the
Bellary-Kistna or the Nizam’s State Railways; but by the opening of this line not only will
much facility be offered for passengers and large traffic, but it will benefit Madras by the
opening of communication with a large tract of rich country whose development has hitherto
been hindered by the absence of an outlet for its produce. It will establish easy communication
with the Railways of Southern India and will also form a continuation ‘of the proposed East
Coast Railway, upon whose importance as a protection against famine Your Excellency has

already laid great stress. It will also be highly valuable for the pilgrims from Rameswaram to
Jaganath, Benares and other holy shrines. :

Another important point which we beg respectfully to impress upon Your Excellency’s
attention is the urgent necessity for a permanent bridge in the place of the present ferry over the
Kistna near Bezvida. The inconvenience, the delay, the trouble and danger to both the public
and traffic crossing it are very great, and as the railway authorities have already proposed
to erect a bridge over it, we humbly crave Your Excellency to hasten its construction with a
provision therein for the free passage over it of the people and carts and other conveyances. As
the construction will take a long time, we venture to request Your Kxcellency to favor us with at
least & temporary pontoon bridge to facilitate the crossing of the river to and from Tadepalli and
Bezvida—the terminii of the two railways. In connection with this we beg to lay before Your
Excellency another want now deeply felt by the people—the non-extension -of the Tadepalli
terminus of the Bellary-Kistna State Railway to the ferry. 'I'his is an imperative desideratum
as the hardships ahd difficulties of the passengers and t1affic in going from the Tadepalli station

to the ferry—a distance of three miles—are considerable, and we therefore earnest y entreat Your
Excellency to help forward its early accomplishment,

Lastly, we respectfully beg to state that the want of a safe, easy and commodious port is
very much felt in this district owing to the difficulties of landing and shipping in the port of

Masulipatam, and, as the port of Epuripollem negr Bépatla answers the purposes well, we
ltl;ll'lnl()ll'yt solicit Your Excellency to constitute it an additional and officially recognised port in
18 district.

We cannot conclude our address without expressing our thanks to Your Excellency for having
E}aced the administration of our district in the hands of Messrs. A. T. Arundel and O. ‘Wolfe-
urray, gentlemen, who, by their ability and the interest they take in all affairs conducive to the
benefit of our district, have made themselves extremely popular among us.
In conclusion,

that for the remaining period of Your Excellerdcy’s administration you may have health and

vigour to continue to bestow on this Presidency benefits, the like of which have won for Your
Excellency the gratitude and esteem of ourselves and of our tellow-countrymen.

Address of the Townspeople of Bezvdda.

Mav 17 PLEASE YouR ExceLLENGY,—No people have more benefited by British rule than
those who live in these irrigated deltas. Famines once so frequent and terrible are no longer
%ossible and it becomes us to be grateful, but the hearty welcome we, the townspeople of

ezvéda, offer to Your Liordship proceeds from true loyalty and devotion to the Government,

Bezvéda was once & town of fabulous size and a great centre of Buddhism, but in the war
of extermination between the Jains and Brahmans or in those terrible ‘famines that often
depopulated whole towns in these parts, it became reduced to very small dimensions and in 1859
was still ‘a little village. With the building of the anicut, it began to gmw apace and it
continues to do so with such rapidity that it bids fair to again attain its former greatness. We
beg to put before Your Lordship those schemes that are greatly needed for the further deve
ment of this district. .

lop-
I. FirsT oF ALL, THE K1sTNA BriDGE. ~We take it for granted that Your Lordship ws
urge on the grection of this structure as quickly as possible, because if a famine lﬂ:e S}tl}lll; Y;;t
should come again, the absence of it might cawse dire regret. 'The Bellé,ry-Kistna. Railwa
without it is like a long, strong and expensive chain with one bad link and no y

. : A chain i
than its weakest point. So much having been spent on this first-rate famine pre {018 stronger

. venti j

feel sure Your Lordship will do your utmost to prevent its remaining incomplet;gt1 10\17511 E li?gect}:;?;
the bridge may be provided with a road for carts and passengers. By so doing the sun% that
can be raised by tolls will largely help to pay for the structure. The forry b

rings in Rs. 2,800
per annuim.

II. Next come the railway extensions, but these have been lucidly explained by our 1
lent Collector in his persuasive memorandum, which by showing the wealthy nat  thy Sxoel-
on the suggested routes carries conviction with'it. § ¥ neture of the towns

we humbly pray for Your Excellency’s long life and prosperity and hope.
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The three extensions are—
(1) The East Coast line;
(2) Gunttr to Nellore ;
(3) Bezvéda to Masulipatam.

i 1 i itself. In the meantime

i 11 largely help to make thee Kistna bridge pay for itsel . ; ,

the lgh;texfae, stl;:;o:lof tfeg BgllaryI:Kistna. Railway being far from the Kistna and quite a misnomer,
it would be a great benefit to bring the terminus at once to the south bank of the river.

i fine place for ships to call at, named Ipurupilem, on the coast, a little
snuthI{)%B’ggzlt‘(laats aB‘lg:iy;h Ingia ships halie called there and it has been described as th«le] only
fit place for ships between Madras and the Hoogli, for they can come clase up. - %11 t at'llf
wanted to make the place of great value to‘all this part of the country, in fact to provi e_fus v?t_
a good port, is communication. The Gunttr-Nellore extension will pass within five miles of it,
the Buckingham canal also passes within nine miles of it, so that-to makﬁ both railway and
canal eonnection with it will be quite easy. “L'his port would also give the Singareni coal a fair
chance of getting on the market. Its distance fxom Bezvéda would be about 53 miles and from
Guntdr 35, The welue of earnestly carrying out this projeet will be. very great and cannot
be overstated.

1d be & great improvement to remove theThead-sluices of the Ryves’ channel to
Rumﬁgpalg,v:ﬁ:ee mi(laes g)rwer dov?n to a point where the two canals almost meet, so that room for
wharfage may be obtained on its banks. -

.' roject for widening and improving the rivers Budimeru and Uppateru and
redu(?i]ng[z}llz lgvei oft the Collair isgone that 3111 bring a large quantity of land under wet culti-
vation, yield a large revenue and be otherwise advantageous and deserves the support of Goyern-
ment. We would also respectfuly suggest that the time may now have come for taking into
consideration the question of permanently raising the amicut and by that means making the
whole irrigation system more effective.

deep interest taken by A. T. Arundel, Esq., in the extension and improvement
of B:erv.é,d'.l;thd trl)le energetic way ){n which L. M. Wynch, Esq., l}as put into operation and
carried out the Municipal Act are producing good results. In the Buckinghampett extemsions and
the improvergent of parcharries, Government have k1.nd1y aided wl.th a grant, and, as these projects .
are caleulated to benefit the town greatly, we beg, in order to bring them to a satisfactory com-
pletion, for a generous continuance of that assistance. pn reviewing the Municipal report,'the
Government were ploased to refer the quegtion of preparing plans for Elralna.ge.aud water-supply
® the Publioc Works Department. Webbg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the urgent
necessity of carrying out these projects at an early period. i

VIL. In conclusion, we wish your Lordship all happiness and prosperity and beg to assure
you of our loyalty and devotion to Her Majesty the Empress,

b4 L]
His Excellency’s Reply. .
GentLEMEN,—] can assure you I am very glad to receive so mauny represeqtative Addresses
this morning. These Addresses ssem to me to represent the wants and the wishes, not only of
Bezvéda it<elf, but also those. of a very large portion of the district through which I have
assed myself, as well as those of portions through which I have not had the pleasure of passing.
En the first place I would impress upon all those gentlemen who represent towns other than

- Bezvéda, that I regret very much that I have not’ been able to visit those towns upon this

jon ability to visit them will ratlfer be an additional incentive to me to attend
:gc:hs:i)?‘,v})sl}llzg T is ext);emely gratifying to me tg find that you have all joined to meet me
here, and to give me, in the fame of our Gracious Sovereign the Queen-Empress, such a hearty
welcome. I observe that the beautiful decorations which I see all over the town represent not
only the wishes of the people of Bezvéda, but also those of other towns which have presented
Addfesses ; and there is one motto I observed in the spirit of which T can join with very great
cordiality, that is ** May your visit be to the benefit of the district.” I only hope that it may
not be very long before I have another vpportunity of visiting you. Your addresses coutain
several subjects which are common to all, and I shall now refer to matters relating to individual
towns before I pass on to such subjects. As Masuhpatam i, I sappose, the oldest town in the
district, I will pay that respect to age which is common to Christiens and Hmdus‘ and Muham-
madans, and I will take that flest. Its inhabitants wish in the first place for a rail-road thence

to Bezvada. I am strongly in favor of such a line myself. 1am sure that Masulipatam needs

such a railway, as does the district between this and Masulip?,tam, which,'as you point out in
your address, is a very large, fertile, prosperous and well cultivated country. I have no doubt
that, before long, a railway will be made to Masul’patam. The fact is that it is a portion of the
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design which I have laid before the Government of India for the East Coast rdflroad and its
various branches ; but whether it will be begun immediately I am unable to state, because you
know that the work that we have undertaken of making a direct line along the Kast Coast is &
very expensive one, requiring a great deal of capital, and, therefore, it is a question how soon
the Government of India can spare us enough money to make the various branches, though the

are of supreme importance ; I shall be very glad myself if public opinion can be brought to bear
upon the Government of India, and if any funds can be raised locally for the railway. By
subscribing money locally, the people will show that they have this great enterprise really at
heart. ‘The next thing to which you allude is the question of accelerated communication between
ships and the shore at Masulipatam. Now, we all kuow that Masulipatam is not a very good
place for landing, the anchorage being seven or eight miles away from the'shore. Such difti-
culties can be overcome in a great measure, you bay, by a steam launch. I shall bring the
subject to the notice of my colleagues, and if we-can felp the people of Masulipatam to a steam
launch, or if we can apply the Port funds to that purpose, it will give me very great pleasure.
I think it would be a thousand pities if the trade of Masulipatam was allowed to decay. We
know very well that when trade goes to a port it alays shows a natural disposition to stop at
that port, and on the contrary when it departs, it will not quickly come back agaiu; and L hope
that the rising prosperity of other ports will not injuriously affect Masulipatatn.

__ Ishall now refer to the Guntfir Address. I am very sorry that I have not been able to
visit Guntr myself, but its representatives who have been sent here have brought before me
80 many questions of public importance that I am quite sure that my absence will not prejudice
in any way their interests. You mention that, as a port, Bipatla will increase in importance
on the construction of a branch railway reaching down from the Kistna to Nellore. 1 am not
sure that the good people of Masulipatam will agree with you that Bépatla is the very best port
on the coast ; but at the same time the fact that ships sre able to get there within half a mile
of the coast must give it a great advantage, by which it will doubtless fully profit in time.
With respect to the line from the Kistna to Nellore, I need not tell you that that is no pnrt of
the East Coast Railway scheme. It®%s onq that has been proposed lately to be undertaken
by the Madras Railway Company, and I shall be very glad myself to see a thoroughly
good railway communication secured between Nellore and Bezvida; and 1 hope that such
a railway, if oonstructed, will be made u

pon the broad gauge system, because that is the gauge
of the East Coast line, in which I take so much interest. I look forward with confidence

to seeing a broad gauge line running along the coast from Madras,

tg Calcutta, cquparatively -
speaking, within a very short time. I shall not be able to see it myself, but

shall lrave
gréat satisfaction to think that I have done my best tq promote such a line which will be of

more general benefit to the whole of the Presidency than any other enterprise of the kind that
has ever been carried out in the South of India. Yo® have also mentioned that the line from®
the Kistna to Nellore should pass through certain villages which you name. That is a very
natural wish, and I hope that, when the line comes to be laid out, due care will be taken that it passes
through populous villages and that its alignment shall not rest on purely engineering consider-
ations. We have in meny cases made great mistakes in that way in building railrosds in
India, and have sometimes, I think, apparently taken a road by drawing a line across the map
from one point to another disregarding the requirements of the commerce of the country. 1
hope snch a mistake will no# be made between Nellore and Bezvada. Before I leave the Guntar
Address, I should like to say one word® with respeet to its Municipality. The Councillors of
that town, I hope, will show that they are alive to the great duties that devolve upon them, and
will not commit mistakes such as have been committed in the infancy of such institutions., 1t is
with very great regret and sorrow that the Madras Government is unable sometimes to pay
compliments to the various Municipalities, which it is anxious to pay them. There is no part
of the administration in respect of which it is more desirous to show an appreciation of work done
than it is'in respect of the labours of Municipalities and the other local bodies, -

Turning now to the Bezvida Address, I find that you express your appreciation of the exertions
that have been made by Mr. Arunde! and the other District officers to meet a‘he wants of the
district, and to perform their very onerous dnd responsible duties. I cinnot imagine that there
ig, in the whole Presidency, a place where a District officer’s work is more agreeable than here in
Bezvada, where there is so much life evidently around, There is obviously a great future in store
for this place, and so much enterprise is bein‘%’

shown by the inhabitants that the tow
resemble rather a new settlement in the far 1 seems to

est than one in the East. We know our Western
brethren on the other side of the world are famous for their go-ashead principles andpropensities ;

and it is pleasant to find in this neighbourhood so keen a desire to make this place a great com-
mercial centre. I am also glad to congratulate this Municipality upon the cowpliment that, the
Goverument was enabled to pay it this year on the way in which it has conducted its business
during its short life. I only hope and trust that your exertions-will be successful, and that you will
* avoid all those pitfalls into which young Municipalities sometimes fall. You are now I]Ot)ltll debt
and T hope that you will remain out of debt as long as'.you can do so, although you know that

ublic bodies are- unable to get on with their duties without occasio lly rais
Essur e you that so long as you exhibit those business- ou huve borun b showion

like qualities which you have b i
it will be a pleasure to the Government to help you as much as possigie wit}ZelQ:E; lflp};ybil’;%zizgi
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ower to do so. The permission to grant such
purposes, at low rates. We hﬁ-ﬁl lfgﬁg st]:;nagxious to settle when I came 'toklﬁdla’é?lndf IiOW
loans was one of those points wht or we think it can be lent with safety. 1 thin efzv a fulfils
we can lend publioc money when;v o torminus of £W0, a,nd' it will 'be' the terminus of more t.han
those conditions, fqr it 1s already § 1. H. the Nizgm’s ral}road; it is aldo ¢he present terminus
two railways. ét :’3 thl?;:frzf(‘il ?;,xcl)othe;‘ line will also terminate here. In one of our Addresses
of the Bellary-Ristna ’

ize i f Buddhism. I am
£ fabulousesize in the palmy days 8
i t Bezvdda was a town 0
you mention thal

. s 4i0s and T am unable to say what was the extent
" well acquainted with B}lddlnst statlstlf;l’a ﬁnplace a very short time ago. The improve-
n? tl:: I‘t}(,)wn in those times; but i1t was }f verﬁ'a:i an opportunity of seeing, under the guidance of
(x)nents likely to be carried out now, E E;éber of very respectable houses are being built in Buck-
Mr. Arundel. I observe that a g-r?aal]ilt in disposing of the ground fof building purposes, will
: nohampett, and I hope the Municipality, d magnitude of the place. Well, gentlemen, with
ng P (’1 to the future prosperity an & ish to draw my atfention, 1 had vesterda
iafg:ezzg a:o thc:a first great POiﬁ{t. to ;Z,I;ctlo ytoﬁle v(;’tl,}axer s(,)ider of thgr river and \,risiting th}; railwag'7
‘morning-an opportunity t;f V;'?‘nellﬁ d I must say that I agree with everything you say with respect
station of the Bellary-Kistna L1 tion in which that station has been placed. I do not know what
to the very incsonvglrlléggtﬁlzﬁi;&a Railway Company to place the station where they have, but as it
reasons led the 011t %o the fact of their having placed it *nere will not, I hope,.prove an obstael'e
is a temporary structu to 8 more desirable site. The Southern Mahratta Railway Company is
to their removing it d(henterprisiug, and is conducted with very great ability ; and, therefore, I
extremely ambitlous an that they will turd a deaf ear to any representations made to them on
have no reason to S%PPOSEtrar they will probably be very glad to hear what the opinion of the
this subject. 2&1 t‘s((a)s(;he Su}l;j-ieét, and I am quite certain it will be to the advantage of the Bellary
people of l}eZV C fa tlh carry out your suggestions on the point. I must acknowledge that until
Company 1tself, (i ey n;a de, any means of providing a better communication between Bezvada
the Kistna bridge tlst' n must be temporary. We know that the bridge will take five or six
and the Railway ds ael?lo not know the exact place whete it will be built, whether below or above
years to bull%}?n ;fv(:re it would be unreasonablé in us to ask the Southern Mahratta Railway
the anicut. irban 7ex‘censive arrangements at present. I think there are one or two things
Company to ma eC rZ any may do, assisted by the Municipality and by the Local Board. In
that the Rallwﬁlfy C(Z)utpinu);tion of the railway which now runs down from the station to within a
the first place, 1f ’?he river were made to the river bank, it would be a great advantage. 1 think
short distance Odd't'on of a mile or so of light railway, this codld be done, andit would have the
that, with th&? 1 :)o ds, which come now in great quantities to the landing place above the
effect of eva 1mgdegd and°sent up to the railway, direct. The Railway Company suffers great loss
anicut, to bel B‘I;nd their goods all the way to Gruntar in carts. I will bring all this to the atten-
JDow a8 peo;i{e ‘siwa Company myself without delay, and it will not be my fault, gentlemen, if
tion of the Kal entz are not carried out I am sorry to say that, although I represent a paternal
these 1mproz€£‘at has a great deal of power, I have not as much power in these questions as I should
Gpvernril(;]n o got to deal with, first, the Railway Compauny, then, with my own Government and
wish.. "ﬁal‘lv tge Government of India. I hope that the site of the Kistna bridge will be
19JSt1Y(1i :;Vlon before very long. The more I look at the geography of the place and consider
agree ntspthe more I am convinced that the question is a very difficult one, and one which ought
1tstvz: be’decided without the most mature consideratidn. * It is not only an engineering question,
%ﬁt it is also one in which the public convenience must be studied. You mention several subjects
connected with your canals and irrigation works. These I have noted, and I shall bring them
to the attention of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, Mr. Walch, who is coming to visit this
place within a few days. I need not say that their importance will be urged upon him by the
Collector, whose services you have already recognised, and I am quite sure you cannot have a
better advocate than Mr. Arundel to put your wants before the Government or their Chief ‘
Engiveer. There is no use in my going 1o detall_ into tho‘se. questions, because t.hey require a
great deal of discussion from a technical point of view, and it is oqu after. such. discussion that
a sound conclusidh can be arrived at. I have referred to every point mentioned in the addresses
and all T would say, in conclusion, is that 1 f.eel confident that ‘Ehxs town has a great future
before it, and that Bezvida in the next generation will 'be a very dxﬁerent pl.ace from what it is
at present. It is not only a great agricultural centre, but it is also in the neighbourhood of vast
mineral resources, and I have no doubt, as I have said before, that many dormant energies will
be roused and non-existent industries will rise into belpg, not only here but.algo in the neighbour-
hood. I hope we shall soon have Companies prospecting for marble, for diamonds, and for gold
before very long. That sounds very hopeful, but when I see what is going on around me, I do
not think I am taking too rosy a View of the future. As every’t')ody who ?eads the newspapers
knows, persons are making dl:qcovenes of gold, of eoal, and of diamond mines, and from a con-
versation I had yerterday with Mr, Wolfe-Murray, I_ lear_n th:_),t there are very large marble
quarries in the neighbourhood which may be brought into working by means of these railways.
Gentlemen, I can dssure you that 1 ) hope most smeerely‘ that all thos,e bright prospects, at
which 1 ventured to hint, mey be realised, and tbat the Prince of Wales’ eldest son whom you
have now had the honor to see India, may, if he returns five and twenty years hence, find this
place to be one of the most prosperous in India.
.
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Address of the Muhammadan Residents of Bezrdda,

May 11 PLEASE YoUr BxceLLEncy,—We, the Muhammadan residents pf Bezvada, beg to
offer our hearty welcome and sincers thanks to your Lordship, for they gained the fortune of
having your Lordship’s esteemed presence tg-day in this, tqwn, which has become one of the
most 1mportant towns in Presidengy and has attained a good sanitation and beautiful look,
as the Municipality, though it was first objected to by the inhabitants here, was introduced
by the vigorous anQl energetic arrangement of our benevolent Collector, A. T. Arundel, Esq.,
and the best Chairman, L. M. Wyneh, Ksq., whom we are heartily thankful to. A municipal
school has been established, wherein boys are educated free.

The proposed technical institution may also be constructed at an early date, and some of
the scholarships allotted therefor may kindly be bestowed upon the Muhammadan students to
whose wretched and indigent state, the benevolent Government have to pay their kind and

special attention and it will be a great boon, specidlly to the Muhammadan community of this
progressive town, :

Government are well aware of the needy and miserable circumstances of the Muhammadans,
and that almost all of them are employed in menial service, which even, the Goverument have
now ruled not to be conferred on any person unless he is qualified by passing the Primary
examination. This rule has entirely disheartened the helpless Muhammadans of this town who
had some hopes of earning their livelihood by means of the said menial sévice, and they therefore

earnestly pray your vxcellency to be graciously pleased not to apply the above rule, as a special
concession, to this town, till a period of ten years.

Several Government orders were issued to the heads of all departments to improve the
Muhammadans in higher grades of public. service and to encourage them by giving some
preference to their claims in filling up vacancies which oceur under their control, and we therefore
respectfully implore your Lordship’s compassion to be extended to the miserable Muhammadan
community—a ruling pdwer and ready in assistance to the British—to be gracious enough to
draw once more the special attention of heads of department to aforesaid orders. T'here is not a
Muhammadan holding & higher position of Rs. 50 or above in any branch of the public service
in this district, except a temporary Overseer in the Public Works Department, and two inspectors
in the Police Department. But we are thankful to say that three or four Muhammadans of this
distriet have qualified themselves for higher appointments in the Revenue Department, and we
are hopeful enough.that the stay fer some days more of Mr. Arundel in this district will raise
them to sonte higher situations and thereby we will enjoy the pleasure and happiness of seeing
some of our co-religionists employed in a better pogition under his kind control

May blessings about your Excellency and prosperity attend your reign.

Vi e Cug o
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