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. CORRESPONDENCE between the Court of Directors of the East India
Company and the Promoters of the Madras Railway Company.

To the Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India
Company.

2, Winchester Buildings, London,
Sir, 7 May 1849.

I sap the honour of announcing to you on the 8th of July 1845, that a
company had been formed in this country under the title of “The Madras
Railway Company,” the immediate object of which was to undertake, provided
they should succeed in obtaining the sanction of the Honourable the Court of
Directors of the East India Company, the construction of a railway from Madras
to Wallajahnuggur and Arcot.

In a subsequent letter, under date the 23d May 1846, I took the liberty of
intimating to you, for the information of the Honourable Court, that the organi-
zation of the company, as far as regarded the provisions of the English Legislature,
were completed ; and in the same letter I respectfully submitted for the con-
sideration of the Honourable the Court of Directors, a copy of the report of
proceedings of the first general meeting of the shareholders of the company, held
on the 19th February 1846, showing that they were quite prepared to enter
upon active operations should the concession of the line be granted to them, and
S0 soon as the governing authorities in this country should have determined upon
the general principles to be applied to railway undertakings in India, and on the
degree of encouragement, in the shape of pecuniary support, which they might
eventually see fit to accord to them. .

Ulterior events, which it is unnecessary here to advert .to, induced Phe share-
holders, in compliance with the recommendation of the directors, to dissolve the
company, the directors, however, being requested to retain possession of the
records, which contain much useful information, in the hope tl.xat they might
yet, under more favourable circumstances, be rendered available in carrying out
the object for which that information had been collected. : ¢ th

The recent determination which has been made public, on the part Ofé ©
Honourable the Court of Directors, to guarantee a dividend at the rafie of th,
Per cent. per annum on certain experimental lines of railway, has induced sev 6’131
of the gentlemen who were connected with the former unde;rtakmg to unlttfa V\;Ih
other parties who take an interest in the subject, in adopting me_asur;‘,ls 01" ¢
formation of a new association, having similar vie}vs and objects with those con-
templated by the establishment of the Madras Railway Company. ¢

"As chairman of two meetings which have been held for the purptl)ase f; fcal‘;‘})l’ -
ing out these views, I have been requestgd to address you, and to S‘t{ mit for te
consideration of the Honourable Court 4 copy of the proceedings o th:‘ise n;:ee. -
ings, at which the formation of a new company was resolved upon, and certain

Progress made in the execution of the project. ) ‘
I?MH probably be the duty of the directors who were then appointed, to

address the Honourable Court on the subject of the proposed undertakin%‘;il{
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will therefore, in concluding this letter, merely state, that the formation of the
former company was hailed with the greatest satisfaction by the community at
Madras, who lost no time in appointing a local committee for the purpose of
co-operating with the directors in this country, from whom we received much
valuable information, both statistical and general, entirely confirmatory of the
opinions entertained by the promoters of the undertaking, that, whether in the
facilities for the construction of the proposed railway, or in the inducements to
it in a commercial point of view, no line could be selected throughout India
which would more completely fulfil the object expressed in the Honourable
Court’s despatch to the Supreme Government of India of the 7th May 1845, viz.,
“to suggest some feasible line of moderate length as an experiment for railroad
communication,” than the line from Madras to Wallajahnuggur.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Arbuthnot:

At a Meeting of the Promoters of the New Madras Railway Company, held at No. 27
Winchester Buildings, on Tuesday the 1st of May 1849,

Present :
John Alves Arbuthnot, Esq., in the Chair.

Sir John Campbell. J. 0. Walker, esq.
Hen. Captain Hotham. Henry Maltby, esq:

J. Scott, esq. —~—~ Bourne, esq.
John Sullivan, esq. ——— Currie, esq.

It was Resolved,

1. TuAT, considering the favourable modification recently made by the East India Com-
pany in the terms and conditions proposed for the introduction of railways into India, it 18
desirable that the Madras Railway Company be revived, with the view of securing to that
Presidency a participation with the others in the advantages thus offered.

2. That the Company be accordingly forthwith recognised.

8. That in consideration of the expenditure incurred by the o!d company in collecting
plaas, surveys, sections, and other information, which will now, to some extent, be available

for this company, it is fit that some preference should, on this account, be given to such of
the old shareholders as shall now renew their interest in the undertaking.

4. That a communication be accordingly entered into through the chairman of the old
company and of this meeting, with a view of obtaining the transfer of the records and

interests of that company, and of arranging the terms on which its former shareholders
shall be invited to join the new compuny.

5. That to enable the chairman to consult with such of his former colleagues as may be

within reach, and obtain their concuirence, this meeting be adjourned till Monday next,
the 7th instant. :

AT 2 Meeting of the following Gentlemen, convened by Mr. Arbuthnot, who were Ditectors

of the latc Madras Railway Company, held at No. 2, Winchester Buildings, 7th May
1849.

J. A. Arbuthnot, esq.

Colonel Duncan Sim.
It was Resolved, '
TaaT in pursuance of the power vested in the late chairman of the company by the
shareholders, at their final meeting held on the 10th June 1847, to make such use of the
records of the company as might, at any, future time, be deemed advisable by him, the
gentlemen now present are of opinion that Mr. Arbuthnot will be acting in the spirit of
that resolution by making over to the directors of the proposed new Madras Railway Com-
pany all the books, papers, and other records of the late company, under a stipulation
that shares in the new company shall, previous to their issue to the public, be offered to
those shareholders of the old company who paid the call of 18+, e(éuivalent in value

to double the number of shares which they held at the time of the dissolution of the
eompany.

John Bullivan, esq.
Major D. Montgomerie.

It was further Resolved,

That a list of the shareholders who paid the deposit only be furnished to the directors
of the new company, with a recommendation that, in the issue of shares to the public,

a preference be given to applications from them to as great an extent as may be prac-
ticable.
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At an Adjourned Meeting of the Promoters of the New Madras Railway Company, held
the same day,

It was tesolved to accept the above proposals, and the following gentlemen having

-signified their willingness to become directors of the New Madras Railway Company, they
were appointed accordingly, viz.:

Colonel Duncan Sim.
John Sullivan, esq.
Lord Alfred Hervey, m. p.
Houourable Captain Hotham, g.x.
John Scott, esq., Chairman East and West India Dock Company.
Major J. A. Moore.
Alexander Mackenzie, esq., late of the firm of Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., Madras.
Patrick Robertson, esq., of the firm of Messrs, Small & Co., London,
Captain Bourne, &.N.
James O. Walker, esq., late of the Honourable East India Company’s Service.
Colouel Cannon, Madras Army.
J. A. Arbuthnot, es

q i
Sir John Campbell, }Audltors.

It was further Resolved,
That Mr. Arbuthnot be requested to address a letter to the Honourable the Court of
Directors of the East India Company, informing them of the reconstruction of the Madras
Railway Company, and that the chairman of the company do afterwards, or, as soon as
possible, enter into communication with that body, with a view to solicit from them the
same terms of guarantee, and other advantages as have been granted to the East Indian
and Great Indian Peninsula Railway Companies.

(siéned) ‘J. A. Arbuthnot.

To the Secretary to the Honourable Court of Directors of the East India
Company.

Madras Railway Company,
Sir, 2, Winchester Buildings, 12 May 1849.

ADVERTING to Mr. Arbuthnot’s letter of the 7th instant, to your address,
I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Honourable the
Court of Directors, that the original Madras Railway Company, formed for the
purpose of constructing a railway from Madras to Wallajahnuggur, has been
revived, and a Board of Directors constituted, and that the preliminary step of
registering the new company has been effected.

The Board conclude that the East India Company is now prepared to extend
to the Madras Railway the same encouragement on a capital of 600,0001.
(the sum fixed as necessary for the purpose by Mr. Simms), and on the same
terms, which they have already granted to the “ East Indian,” and the “Great
Indian Peninsula” Companies; but they think that it is necessary to obtain an
assurance from the Honourable Court that they are correct in this expectation,
before proceeding further with the undertaking.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Dauncan Sim,
Provisional Chairman.

To the Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India
Company.

2, Winchester Buildings, London,
Sir, 10 August 1849.

REFERRING to Colonel Sims’ letter of the 12th May, as acting chairman of
the Madras Railway Company, I have now the honour, in the absence of that
gentleman, to request that you will lay before the Court the accompanying copy
-of a letter from the honorary secretary of the railway committee at Madras,
‘communicating the proceedings of a great public meeting, held there under the
presidency of the Right honourable the Governor, on the 29th May last, and of
the committee appointed to carry out the objects of that meeting. '

The Honourable Court will perceive by these proceedings how strong and

general is the feeling of the whole community of Madras in favour of this under-

taking.
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taking. It will also be observed, that instead of addressing the Court them-
selves in a separate letter, as was at first proposed, the committee, on learning
the step taken here, resolved to unite entirely with this Board, and to place in
our hands the advocacy of their interests, as representing the people of Madras,
with the authorities in this country.

Strengthened by this support, we take the liberty of expressing a hope that we
may be favoured with a speedy and favourable decision on the application which
formed the subject of our former letter before referred to.

I have, &c.
(signed) J. A. Arbuthnot.

Dear Sir, Madras, 16 June 1849.

By desire of the railway committee appointed at a general meeting of the
inhabitants of Madras on the 29th ultimo, I have the pleasure to hand you a
copy of the proceedings of the public meeting in question, and also of those of
the committee at their sittings of the 2d and 15th instant.

You will observe, that our public was induced to assemble in consequence of
the modification of the terms agreed to be given to certain Indian railway
companies by the Court of Directors of the East India Company, and that
they unanimously resolved to take measures for getting a railway company esta-
blished for Madras under similar favourable auspices. The intelligence of.the
revival by yourself and your colleagues of the old Madras and Wallajahnuggur
Railway Company under a new form, has induced our committee to consider
that they shall best follow out the views of the public meeting, by entering into
prompt and cordial co-operation with your company.

The resolutions of committee will best acquaint you with the views entertained
on this subject, and the proceedings already adopted.

I should explain to you, that in the survey undertaken of a line as far as
Poonamalee (which must form a section of the main line), the object is to lay
this down in a perfect manner, to estimate with elaborate care the expense of
all work that falls to be executed entirely in this country, to determine the very
best line that can so far be adopted, and thus not only to give you more exact
views than perhaps you already possess of the actual cost of construction (so far
as these particulars extend), as well as of the nature of this part of the country
to be traversed, but also 10 pave the way for a more speedy commencement of
the general work, when once the railway company shall have been finally and
completely established.

The Madras committee are of opinion that it would be quite sufficient in the
first instance to provide for the laying down of a single line of rails to Wallajah-
nuggur. ‘

They further think it eminently desirable in the intterests of a company, that it
should be sought to avail ourselves, in its requisite extent, of the services of pro-
fessional engineers of the Madras service, because there are peculiarities of
climate, and peculiarities of country, with which their local experience must
render them the best fitted to grapple. They conceive also, that when the work
of a railway comes fairly to be undertaken, it will be very necessary for a local
Board to obtain the supervision of its details; for it is only when this is closely
exercised, and by those interested in the work’s success, that the interests of the
general body concerned in the undertaking can be adequately cared for,

The committee expect that a considerable number of shares will be subscribed
for in this Presidency, and they purpose sending you, from time to time, lists of
such parties as may express their desire to take an interest in your proposed
new company.

I am, &e.
(signed) W. Ouchterlony,
Honorary Secretary,
Colonel Sim, Chairman pro. tem. Madras Railway Committee.
of the Provisional Committee for the proposed
New Madras Railway Company.
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At a General Meeting of the Inhabitants of Madras on the 29th May 1849, the
Right Honourable the Governor in the Chair, and most numerously attended by the
principal Persons in the Presidency, including 21l the High Officers of Government, and
the Members of the Mercantile Community, the following Resolutions were carried
unanimously :—

1st. Moved by the Hon. D. Elliott, seconded by Mr. Arbuthnot,

Taar with reference to the information obtained by the late Madras Railway Committee,
and to the various surveys and estimates by different competent parties of the cost of con-
struction, amount of traffic, &c., which came under their rotice, it is the opinion of this
meeting that a line of railway proceeding from Madras to the interior, in a westerly
direction, would prove highly advantageous to the country, and remunerative to the
undertakers, '

2dly. Moved by Mr. J. Thompson, seconded by Lieutenant-colonel Underwoad,

That the terms proposed by the Honourable Court of Directors in support of the railways
projected in Bengal and Bombay, afford, in the opinion of this meeting, a sufficient
encouragement for such undertakings; and that any well-devised scheme projected for this
Presidency is entitled to equal consideration.

3dly. Moved by Captain Biden, seconded by Méjor Reid, c. B,

That a committee, composed of the following gentlemen, be arpointed to communicate,
by the earliest opportunity, with the Court of Directors, in furtherance of the preceding
resolutions, and to prepare and digest a scheme for the formation of a joint-stock company,
with power to add to their numbers, and to fill up vacancies :—

J. F. Thomas, esq. J. Thomas, esq.

Geo. Norton, esq. J. Ouchterlony, esq. *
W. U. Arbuthnot, esq. Captain Collyer.
Mfgor Pears, c.B. J. E Jauncey, esq.

J. B. Key, esq. E. F. Elliott, esq.
Captain J. H. Bell. Lieutenant Hitchens.

4thly. Moved by Mr. Mead, seconded by Mr. T. B. Roupell,

That the committee be instructed respectfully to solicit the local government to afford
them the aid of the various ¢ivil and scientific officers employed in the provinees, with the
view of procuring such information as may lead to the determination of the best line.

5thly. Moved by Mr. Norton, seconded by Mr. Roupell,

That the thanks of the meeting be respectfully tendered to the Right Honourable the
Governor, for his able conduct in the chair, and for his considerate and unsolicited offer of
the banqueting-room on the present occasion.

Sir Henry Pottinger briefly replied, and the meeting dissolved, amidst the loud cheers
of its members. ‘

Rarpway ComMrrrxe,

At a Meeting on the 2d June of the Committee appointed at the Public Meeting of
the 20th May.

Present ;
J. F. Thomas, esq. J. Thomson, esq.
G. Norton, esq. Captain Bell.
W. Elliot, esq. Captain Hitchens.
W. U. Arbuthnot, esq. J. Ouchterlony, esq.
Captain Collyer. Major Pears, c. s.
ResoruTioNs.

1st. Wi reference to one of the immediate objects enjoined upon the committee by
Resolution 3 of the public meeting, viz., to prepare and digest a acheme for the formation
of a joint-stock company, it is the opinion of this committee that as intelligence has
reached Madras of active measures being taken in London to revive the old Madras and
Wallajahnuggur Railway Company, to which the tPublic of Madras formerly gave their
adhesion, they will best follow out the designs of the meeting by entering into active
co-operation with such revived compeny, and that steps be accordingly taken to enter into
communication with its managing committee for that purpose.

2dly. That in the opinion of this committee it is gbsentially necessary, for the welfare
of any railway company established, that the construction and working of the line should
be under the supervision of a local branch committee of shareholders, and that such opinion
be communicated to the above revived company.

545- A4 3dly. That

Part 1.
Correspondence,



Part I.
Correspondence.

8 CORRESPONDENCEF, &e., RELATING TO

3dly. That a letter be addressed to the Court of Directors, in conformity with the resolu-
tions of the public meeting, soliciting the support of the Honourable Court, and dwelling
upon the peculiar benefits to Madras of which a railway running to westward would be pro--
ductive, the great natural advantages for-construction oﬂ'ereq in this h.ne, and its value as a
test of the remunerativeness of railways in favourable localities in India.

That it he represented further that it is deemed the interests of a_company would be
materially furthered by the local officers in India being allowed to give their temporary

assistance to the undertaking, such being extended of course without involving any charge
to the East India Company,

4thly. That, in comuiunicating with the committee of the revived Madras and Walla-
Jahnugeur Railway Company, they be informed that, in the opinion of thig committee, a
single line of rail should alone be constructed, in the first instance, leaving the formatloq of
a double line to follow experience of the working of the railway, and sufficient land being
taken up at once to admit of this extension.

Captain Collyer having volunteered his services to superintend a survey of a portion of
the road--

5thly. That advantage be taken of Captain Collyer’s obliging offer, and that funds be

A . . v . .

appropriated for completing the survey of about 15 miles of 4 line from Madras towards
"allajahnuggur.

6thly. ‘That the following gentlemen be requested to join the committee :—
Major Smith, engineer, and T, Lushington, esq.

7thly. That the foregoing proceedings be published.

ProceEDINGS of the Railway Commnittee at a Meeting held in the Polytechnic Rooms on
16 June 1849,

Pregent :
Ww. U. Arbuthnot, esq. Captain Collyer.
homas, esq. Captain Bell,
G. Norton, esq. ajor Pears, c.n,
Capiain Hitchens,

Walter Elijott, esq.
J. Oucbterlony, esq.

requested to take the office of corre

- Lushington, esq.

Mr. Ouchterlony is
of financia] secretary,

I;g:;i)’t!;e ‘\;‘(;l;o;v;:g.papers, forwarded to Walter Elliott, Eeq., by Mr. Walker, under date

(Here follow Proceedings of the Home Committe

thResoIved, That this committee record the;
€ proposed new railway compan but with the explic;
scribers are ¢, partici et n the |

allowed stbscribers t, tire old

sponding, and M. Jauncey that

e of 1 and 7 May.)

company,

parties in this Presldency willing
eated on a footing of equality

¥s in respect of the alloi.
Resolved, That with referen
ailway Company be invited ¢

New company; ang that all ot
Wishes withoyt de]

Committee, und to

ce to the ﬂnrego'mg. resolutions, subscribers to the old Madras
0 signify their desire to renew their interest in the proposed]

her parties desirous to subscribe be requested to notify their
2y, all comn:unicationg to be addressed to the |

; ‘ lonorary secretaries of the
¢ couched in the forgg subjoined :~—

Resolved, further, 7
understood t, be

committee
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. .

Captain Collyer explains to the committee the line that he thinks it best to adopt for a

e fro liee

ey from Madras to Poonamallee. . N |
survey t a sub-committee of officers of engineers, consisting of Ma‘l:r l.:gag, Ct:,PI;
t .R%O%;e%ag‘tlzn =;ﬁtchens, and Major Smith, bq retzuest:d ;Otaf?otr 12"c:1;:ﬁ th::; hasafo in
amn Bell, e . int, in framing estimates of cos i _
oot n:l qetil?izmcl:itg;sfo}:(:nrt;illtvlvay over the line, and genterally in completing all the
Sg:;'&l‘zileforglation that can be gained in reference to the subject.

?

’ . ld .l- .

. ? h -
ey fom e s Soeeiing in heir bands, ad. 315 the orers of the ekbommitee of
L . . 3 an s, a 3 N - . . .
vg fr:;n(x)ft e}::gif::gz ;:::n t?:: l;lgi;:;ntg e;; documents, which work is left to their discretion
officer

Adjourned for three weeks, but to assemble earlier if mecessary.

East India House, 2 October 1849.
Slrb rt of Directors of the East India Company havc;'I }:-adA‘:-II;(\lx:; Iﬁ)xflr d‘;ot:d
'dTmt!ionmtlhe letters addressed to me by yours.el'f :inﬁ . Railway Co’mpany
tsllleml.a2th and 7th May last, intixpatinghthtt :g:toglg:ns ameadmsenco ay vyhich
ﬁ:g l:)::: cﬁﬁxg& z::)x (:lf: ]})Er:sstmﬁl%iiin Oagﬁl the Great Indian Peninsula Railway
s e exiﬁ?egott)hl:cg?:ig:n;bu that, pending the result (();n tél:ta
- ?eply, ; am};:(;l;; now about to be made in India, under the ergg}\:rﬁi ent
expenmentslwg.lc Company, and of the working of the system thhat s oo
ool Itlhui:r superintendence and control, the Court regr;am L they ace
b ting further pecuniary support to unde 1gswith o

b dﬁ;s(l)ll:t %‘-;:‘;;he prednt at least, they must dechmi{g)l ;:mggfmpm.

?:;3:3 ?hich yc’m have preferred on behalf of the Madras- y

I am, &c. .
(signed?m James C. Melvill,

Secretary.
Colonel D. Sim, . Comnan tary
Provisional Chairman of the Madras Railway Company.

“~

' i the
To the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, .and‘ Court of Directors of
Honourable East India Company. |
| 2, WinchesFte; Bnildi;xsg;b London,
e . )

Honourable Sirs, i i h unfavzoumblen?nz’wer to our appli-

WE received with deep disappoirftment t e'l Y the same advantages of

catio: for the admission of til:l:l al:f;ix:: blel:xln way s o of Bonast and
guaranteed interest on its capi gratited

i i hat no further iary support
ble Court informing us ti port
goﬁlzzﬁg;sH&#::i?n:m_can be granted till the result u‘ the experim

already sanctioned is on your Honourable Court's recognition of the

i ted
Relyin% mlii;?sn;lg;;ew;hdrasfm, line, backed as they were by the unpreceden
merits and ¢ ‘

adras ity, we did not enter, in our former letters,
support of the whole M P communaxltlyof those claims roruires Putthl: ;;:ma):
into the details which a ull exp at of estabiahing 50 'cle::l);h mmﬁgﬁi
be now allowed to do so, we ar of this line, for the object assigned, the eifold
diency of deiay® 2::'18" oconstruction, and the merely uommafli natu:ecent he
advantages P:mtsmu_ ryypojnt of view, which the guarantee of ::illpesee o
DT Al wonld entail, that your Honourable Court, we trust, ill see strong
its capital would e the former decision, and for not postponing the ension
: M:.;ll;-ar:“ Rmy of the same measure of support as has*been given

to the

othv%m beg leave, in the first place, to submit that the two sections of lines
We 4]

tion
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tion is entertained, we believe, that in their isolated and fragmentary state, they
will either pay, or can afford any criterion of the value of railways in India generally
as a commercial speculation, or of their public utility.

It does not appear,
therefore, in what way the result of those experiments, whatever it may be,

can bear on a line of entirely opposite character in the Madras Presidency, or
why the introduction of railways there should be postponed on their account.
The great object, as it seems to us, to be held in view is selecting a line for
determining experimentally the advantages of the introduction of railway com-
munication into India, is to find one of moderate length, having well established
termini, between which there already exists considerable traffic, running over
a country that presents no considerable engineering difficulties, to be constructed
therefore at a moderate cost, and with a fair prospect of paying well. To this
important result, the absence of competing water carriage must greatly conduce.
If to the foregoing conditions the line adds that of being fitted for eventual pro-
longation, so as to form one of the great arterial trunk lines of the country,
it must be admitted to combine all the elements necessary for determining
the question most satisfactorily and advantageously. _ .
Now, without inquiring how many of those requisites, besides the last, the lines
already sanctioned possess, we are prepared to prove that the line from Madras to

Wallajahnuggur, for which we solicit the support of your Honourable Court,
possess every one of them.

This line is 72 miles in length; it starts from Madras, the seat of Govern-
ment, and the chief or rather sol

e port of Southern India, containing, with its
suburbs, a population of 600,000 souls, and it ends at Wallajahnuggur, or Arcot,
the latter a considerable military station, and the former a populous town, which
is already the great entrepit of the traffic hetween the Presidency and the
Western Provinces. For its accommodation, and for the transport, more espe-
cially of salt, from the coast to the interior, the Madras Government proposed
more than 10 years ago to construct a railway in supercession of the common road,
which at present connects the two places, and is maintained at a very heavy cost
to Government in a very imperfect condition, owing to the want of good materials.
The surveys then made by the Government engineers .established the fact that

the line presented no engineering difficulties whatever, but, on the contrary,
offered every facility for cheap and easy construction, from the dry and level
character of the country, while it did not cross a single river or stream of any
magnitude. And these results have been fully confirmed by two subsequent
surveys made by other scientific office

\ rs. These, and still more recent investi-
gations, have proved, beyond all reasonable doubt, that while the cost of con.

structing the line would be very moderate indeed, the amount of traffic, both in
goods and passengers, would be s

uch as to pay a very handsome profit on the
outlay.

It can hardly be necessary to remark, that there is no competing water
carriage whatever, nor ever can he.

Until a railway is made, the whole inter-
course between the coast and the interior of the south of India must continue to
be carried on by the very imperfect, tedious, and costly modes of land con-
veyance at present in use.

With respect to the last
experimental construction, viz., i

o . h and nearly the whole
of its lnla.nd territory would always flow along this line up to that point.
But this section, though

t complete in itself, is only, in fact, the first of a line to
carried eventually acros;

¢ S the Peninsula, which, i ic fertile
districts of the Cawvery, o re, Trichinopaly e ug Up the rich and fertile

f Tanjore, Trichi ly, and Co; "
the two coasts of Malahg jore, ‘lrichinopoly, and Coimbatore, would unite
has made a remarkable

r and Coromandel. ~ For this great undertaking nature
otherwise continuous line of the

provision, by the opening left at Paulghaut, in the
. great range of western ghauts. It would be

ical and commercial importance of a line like
betwqen London and Calcutta, as
sula, it would afford, with its branches, the means of cheap and rapid transit to
' either
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-alus e he great cotton districts of tle south
either coast for the valuable prodl}(,(f of ttlg g eans of shipment throughout the
of India, and thus secure for it urtur;tn(;r;)uyp eth(?l north-east and. south-west mon-

ear, which it does not at presen ; the
.}Sfoon’s P altel‘natﬁ‘l{ t}tled(ﬁf: H;?I?gﬁ{a?ngegiﬁzflgaiﬁis which this line
avi s demongtrate . . .
Hdv1n§ f thu&(, éﬁ; beyond any other that has yet been iji(/i:;i 11‘1 }{ndla:
Possesses lor adop ttention to the peculiar claims which ras Yas as
we desire next to_draw a souragement that is to be given to
a Presidency, for her share, at least, of any encourag Indian dominions. She
the introduction of railway communlcat_g)n fW lr?ll;;ld(\):rgter-carriage, which Bengal
irst place, devoid, it may be said, of mlane 2 e
15,,lnrt‘h<;(flr§f)l)1¢;(e :t 2xten,t’ and of those facilities of fzommur:;lstlgl b:-.)}mcs)ie
;"?)Jszz:sed gy t%e Bombay territorie%h whil; uﬁgogogfpii’g(ﬁ nagpalf provinces is at
i : t of either. e po o . hich thev
gfilﬁgﬁﬁ(lils}f -n tt}}llg revenue raised from them, eﬂ};lus(llw’?lfl: I;:)l}l)rllllglvtvioil of ch),
do not pay), is 6} millions sterling, or 4s. 4d. Peié (i?lil.lions sterling, or 6s. 4d.
Madras )rov,'inces~ is 13 millions, and .the revenue 43 1 a strong reason in itself
pe(r headl. This enormous disprogortlon in g?éa:(l)orslulls)port it, and nothing can
ine eople of Madras every 1 ir produce by the
i i i s. : s eculiarly
" Commectedwith s mportan point of resenue, i e hasing o rights of
a lriln tor Madras. While in Bengal, .the qovel:lnmsn the extension of culti-
rgwrf)eiue%n the waste lands, can gain nothing, .d.lrecl y,crg, that may be brought-
vation, in the Madras Presidency every additiona %;affords will bring with it
into C"ﬂti"atibﬂ by the stimulus which railway t!l‘)anSluse ther’e, the Government
a corresponding increase to the public treasurﬁ ecger ? ltivation.
have rights of revenue in all wa,siie larfld :limvlghic}llmin the other Presidencies is
in, i i nt article of salt, Whit ice to the consumers
Chggalun’t;?outhﬁ Slll:y{r)l(;rt(?onveyed by water carriage, thetgxz;xﬁ:e :gxtupled by the
t v f thg stations of the Madras Presidency is ac t :Zs the monopolists
av some (3 . oo f the land carriage. Th,e G.ov_er.nm-en ’th e cost of transport
e?otlilmoua e?pelflﬁ;ﬁ has’ as deep an interest in diminishing el as for ‘the
:s th:: s‘:}())p)l}; Oand it was for its own financial adx;lar;?g:gate A, was originally
benefit l())f %he, people, that the Madras line, as we aaéed consumption of salt
projected If was th;,n calculated, that from the 11}1lcre e of Government to
aloflle un&er a reduced tariff, it would be worth the w
> - .
construct the line. important object to be attained by the
W - he rt to another very importa . resources of
ex:(‘:lftir(l)lr?op (t?;;: ?\flizgras Railway, the develop ment Of‘ thiisméggls‘?ll‘uction. We
Southern India by the employment of na.tlvehlronag;facture would contract
have reason to believe that parties engﬂged mht € n} English iron, on the spot,
Yo Cheliver this iron at prices HOthhig'}:fathl?:ertl ;:Sp(())sed to use it in this country
while its quality is so superior, that it has i+ durability.
for veneex('ling t{“" comm(I))n iron rails, to mcreasehglelrlili,e beer)lr to some extent
The 6litical importance of the line may, per PS"s by its position, removed
under-rgted from an idea that, as the M > ?,r{nytl‘ ,les)s’ consequence to faci-
from the probable scene of important warfare, ltflst}f t Presidency. But it must
litate the 1’zranspol;t of the troops, stores, &c., of £1a

ies h-west frontiers can
be evident that no movement of the other armies to the nort

. . Madras
; s ding move of the ;
ever take place that is not attended with a correspon o %hat supposing, for in-

thers ; . :
army, to supply the stations vaeated by the o to Delhi, it would still be, as a
o the L be finished from Calcutta she facilities for moving up
Stzil]l'lf ¢, the lll(mf t;(:)m;letr:a without the corresponding 12
military work, in te, . soal
) . economical,
the troops frox.n.Madrab-h‘ . and the vast advantages 111.1av rFOlilr?(I:il(,iia, thore are "
n(li3 uz l? a'g(zﬁmgiln:o()ft xlf?ev(v to be derived f}'Om ahni}élf %e:t:r};e attention.
ﬁthe:sr;\tsgﬁillgr) particularly to the Mag:: \Bgzmst henceforth chiefly lﬂ(ﬁlif;’:
re s e i s he inces permits
s e Ay O i e geographical position of e disposable force
Sel-'Vl(.}e beyOlld sea, '{tl,ir]ldrawal on an emergex.lcy, of a;el;}; any moment concen-
}lapal!y’ of the safe }v}v; means of this railway, it (;;oultd iteher from the Coromandel
or this purpose. fore pointed out, eithe : oucht to
trated gnd embarke(‘i:, as Z;’:; }Il)?-zsali)ﬁng uf)onsoon mlght dictate, and broug
or the Malabar coast, as its services were required. But
bear on any given point where its §

B 2
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i I.
X . i s a X ,
Part I. But no object of greater political importance to India can be found than the reports which will be made upon (;h(t% l'f‘l;attge . ::t(:’atf:l :t%isr onsi dgration of the -
Correspondence.  attraction of British capital to the construction of her railways ; and the obvious lines, the Court will be prepared to €
- course to attain it'is, to bring out, by adequate encouragement, not such frag- question. I have, &e.
ments of great lines as, from their inherent disadvantages, cannot be hoped to - sioned James C. Melvill,
prove remunerative, but such a one as we have shown the Madras line to be. Colonel D. Sim & J. A. A(;buthnOt, Esq. (signed) Secretary.
Although, in deference to the recommendation of Mr. Sims, we have taken 2, Winchester Buildings-
600,000 !. as the capital for its construction, the several estimates which have
been made b

y other engineers of greater local experience, leave us no room to
doubt that a capital of 400,000 /. would suffice for the completing of a single
line, such as, in the first instance, we propose to lay down, with stations and

rolling stock complete ; and the estimates of traffic show very satisfactorily, that
on this capital a remunerative dividend may safely

To the Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Directors of the
be calculated on, after pro- East India Company.
viding liberally for depreciation. The details of these calculations we are ready ilway Company,
to lay before the Honourable Court, if required. Madras Railway pany
By guaranteeing the interest of five per cent. on the moderate capital required
for this line,

Sir 2, Winchester Buildings, London, 17 fugus(fdig;()t':he
In the absence of Colonel Sim, T am requested by thl(si Btozli/l[‘adt;‘; Saon s fhe
Honourable Court in reference to the public meeting held a adras o8, e or
of May last on the subject of this railway, the Right Honourable th
in the chair.

then, it is evident that the most important ends
no real pecuniary risk to the Government. We venture to assert most confi-
dently, that no one who investigates the que

. ) stion can avoid the conclusion that
the line, whatever more it may do, will at least pay five per cent. on its construc-
tion, and to do this, is to hold the

- . memorial agreed to be
i . ' guaranteeing party harmless, and at the same To the resolutions passed at that meeting, and to the agr

time to gain for it all the advantages, local and general {present and future, that we

have pointed out, and that the fo

fel 7 ble
e e i G o il A 02 o
rmation of a real paying line in India must secure. attention of the Honoul:able Cpurt ; tm}cdklex; tb ; . }?S e ommunity tn_ our
From the absence of all engineering difficulties, the Madras line may be of the strong and continued interest ta
completed and in operation in much shorter time than those of the other Presi-

may be attained at

proposed undertaking, may dispose the Honoural;}e Courtsg)oic;iga;;tief:;s s;egg;
4 ! . | e
dencies, owing to the formidable obstacles in their way. Here we have no tion by granting, without longer postpor.nezn;fnat;;1 (ti ; t? ocr(l);lcdocuments o for s,
ghauts to Sfunnel and surmount ; no great rivers with shifting beds to bridge ; .company ; [ am to state that by the re;:)elg o amveye, levels, i iy
1o extensive alluvial plains subject to inundation to traverse. If all this were we are now in possession of such a Odyb Ca,pta,ir’l ol Yot our Madras
familiarly known to the British public, as it is to us, we should have no occasion and estimates by Captain Worster an ; gfm i e om Bt to appoint
to come to the East India Company for any guarantee ; but as this unfortunately Engineers, as would enable any engme(te;wmerits Srtical Tatures A2
. is by N0 means the case, and the English capitalist, from want of local know- to report to them satlsfactonlyhoni. ee s
!e(!ge, 1s unable to discriminate sufficiently between one India line and another, -execution, and probable .cost of the line. I have, &c.A .
. ot
(signed) J. A. Arbuth:
to others. It fused the guarantee accorded

our Ho : fter
what has taken place, no capital , nourable Court, indeed, that afte

. . 1 ple can be raised in this country for making
railways in India without the guarantee, until such time as the zuccessful and
remunerative working of one at least hag dem

. mber 1850.
; East India House, 7 Septe
. trated the substantive advan- Sir
tages of the investment. If as — .
relieved of the burdeflnof f the East India Company therefore desire to be

am v dia Company your
W I 5AVE laid before the Court of Directors Otf (tehfesgﬁft' olr?s }:1 o Et ay )’ee

attract at tl * uture and Neavier guarantees on this account, and to etter A e k., bringd chor motice

ied out £0 s aee oy ndian rail ays the capital by which alone they can h h ringing to their n h t as meet

- : n by the
ing held at Madras on the 5th May last, ililowt)nfgdtlle}elc;]abde:zt thglivay )éom-
. n
the Madras Railway that v*g; eXte(;l N 2:9)' N }1110 ‘onger hesitate to concede 0 Mgadras comunity in thehpmposlfeitl}ggeerrzourigement which has before been
N moderate, or rather nomj 1 i rt liciting that the req

t : , . g g Inal pecuniary support, any, and soliciting ..

C(())l::)hnl\(l I}lxitgo(l)lfcy\llz(si r“ a:ll azs v{y\;lslhce ?}I:Pear to entitle it, and which ythe whole gref}erz’rred may now be concgdgdt.o uform you, that the Court alt.g av:,%t:cltg (:;fh:
. & y ’ as those inte in 3 e scati n the 8

oy expect at their hands. merested here in s welfare, mow h} ref};ly, Itha:ll\dc:(rlr;gaaovemment of, a commu‘{lcat:)oslsle:sggn of the informa-
In .conc.lusion, we shall only add, that having no personal interests to serve in receipt from til t}xey are 1 P

the direction of the undertaking, we shall be

. railway in that Presidency, and that un
: i rta uite satj :
Court will undertake the execution of the liq satisfied if your Honourable

be considered that the public interests will b
of that course.

ain from entering
hich they have instructed to be provided, they must refr
. tion whic ey
ne by your own officers, should it

into a further consideration of the question.  am, &e.
¢ better advanced by the adoption

(signed) J. D. Dickinson,

Deputy Secretary.
We have, &,

To J. A. Arbuthnot, BSGs o 1dings.
(signed)  Duncan Sim, Madras Railway Company, 2, Winches
J. A. Arbuthnot,
On behalf of the Madras Railway Company. g
. '« Bi te-street,
St. Helen's, Bishopsga
Gentlemen, . E . * Great 29 Qctober 1851.
ey ast India House, 23 May 1850. 29 Octobel
, HaviNG laid before the Court of Directors of the East(;) lif::iia Con?yany your Sir, jou ondence on the SUNCE “bas Ma{)i::ﬁ
> the expression of your hg that : . Railway, and understanding leave, on D€ ©
%rrz;n.tgd t(,) that company for ¥he con&e;'ucti?m ngm 2 igﬁ:;l:;g f:ln e:;,te lﬁzdrgg receive)(rl from the Madras Government, we beg led
beeil szrxll?t’olt?: commanded in reply to inform you, that instructions have

. rable Court for the
whom we represent, to renew our application t0 the Honou

.concession of the construction of the s
545. :

Government of India to dire 1
" ct ¢ v ‘ d
Some competent engineer officers in th any's, s e, or o

e Company’s service, of any, proposed
" lines

b he same terms and
Madras Railway, on ¢ conditions
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conditions as have been granted for the lines of Bengal and Bombay to their
respective companies.

We trust we may be excused the liberty of soliciting as early a reply to this
letter as may be convenient,
We have, &e.
(signed) Duncan Sim.
To J. C. Melvill, Esq., J. 4. Arbuthnot.
&e. &c. &e.

Sir, Great St. Helen'’s, 1 March 1852.

Nor having been favoured with a reply to the letter which we had the honour
of addressing to you on the 29th October last on the subject of the Madras
Railway, and having recently received from the committee at Madras an urgent
appeal calling upon us to renew our efforts to obtain from the authorities in this
country the same encouragement for the promotion of railways in that Presi-
dency which has been accorded to Bengal and Bombay, we hope we shall be
excused if we again solicit the favour of a reply to our above-mentioned letter.

‘ We have, &c.
(signed) Duncan Sim.
To James C. Melvill, Esq. J. d. Arbuthnot.
Becretary to the Hon. East India Company.

Gentlemen, Fast Indi o 59
N THE Court of Directors of the Fast In ol House, 25 May 1862.

) diﬂ. C : e ed
om . the Madras Government the info ompany having lately recciv

. ° rmation regarding a railway in that
g:‘eydency,.-referreq to in my letter of the yth September 1850, have had under
Oelr attentive consideration the applicat

e e Sncsion o o et of s vy o e e
to their respective com Pa::iv:s .beeﬂ granted for the lines of Bengal and Bombay

N nstructed to inform you, that, upon being satisfied of the capability
be prepared to enter intoog,p:::y to raise a capital of 500,000 2., the Court will

. . em 1t right therefore to limit thei tee
accordingly. 1In afl ot ng e mit their guaran
those whic)}; are cOntainegrifleiﬁzcts the terms of the agreement will be similar to.

copy of which contract with the East Indian

I forward for.your information,. Railway Company,

( I have, &c.
To Colonel D. Sim and J. 4 signed)  J. C. Melvill,
94, Great St. Helén’s.éals‘ls):gt:.mt’ Esq. Secretary.

Sir,
WE have the h London, 1| June 1852.
Intimating the disonour o ackn our letter of the 25th ult.,

guarantee interest i s of the East India Company

. n capital to be raised for the
The tenor of our fOOf railway in the Madras territory.

?hem of the anxious i o the Court would have apprised

egard the introduction of railways
of . y
our readiness to (y Madras, and they will

not therefore need any assurance of
0-0 1 1 T
purpose. perate with them in the measures to he taken for that
' recej

pt of your letter we los

t 1o time in communicati 1
> unicating with
\ ce was of ide us
rate of interest offered 1 ot e 10 guide us

in determining whether the
t ; . .
to the public to subser; y the Court was likely to afford a sufficient inducement

10
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in connexion with the contract proposed tothe company, does n;)t ho‘ld out ?ﬁgﬁ
a pfospect as to entitle the promoters to feel that {:onhd;lx}ce of success w
justi i itti scheme to the public.
.ould alone justify their submitting the scheme . .
(Ol'll!heagotilarinteejaccorded to the two other rallviizgf cotx)npm}lesl,c ;ﬁtab;i;hg? é’gz
imifar obj in i ies Bengal and Bombay, is at the rate
simifar objects in the Presidencies of ; , Tt O
f the Madras line feel that the presen
per cent. The promoters of : e e o hat
title the Court of Directors P
of money and low rate of interest entit’ 1 ) expect thet
1 i or existing circumstances at a lower rate tha
capital can be obtained under existing a il
i S s. But upon nquiry it appes s
found necessary in less favourable times. but ujx : ‘
notwithstanding the progress made towards completion of the t(-)thertéme:, tg:i
shares of those companies are to be bought at the present ime sigezably
interest exceeding four per cent., while their actuql price t}b ;3011 derab 5
enhanced by an expectation entertained of the necessity of a furt 1:,r ‘;s}aﬁcil of
shares to the existing shareholders on the guarantee of five per ce‘rllm.l,e il
equivalent to a considerable increase In the rate of interest ass
value of the existing stock. . _ o
Under these circ?nnstances, we are advised, and we deem 1t :&n%r(()i;t)éour
submit to the Court, that the proposed guarantee should be increase | from o
fo 4} per cent., at which latter rate we are .mforn}ed that thgtre is ui:i e b)e d;:m-
to believe theﬁcapital could be raise(}3 g is &)bz'}llousp rtg:zf)t(l; sw?)f e e
. . o ,
mental to the great object which the Court an . TS of the el
i in vi i the public on abasis not ¢
w. to introduce the scheme to tt : ¢
iglilgzz (i»vlirtll:’lfiw:)ur. Upon the best information we can obtain, {xge. arteta(x)silflfI;eC .
that the rate of interest we have suggested is not more than su cae:; AN
the ob"ect and in urging the Court to con.cede it, we have not ) e ot
obtain Jthat’ measure of support which we believe to be necessary to g
ic Court. . . |
* iche po}ilby gﬁigﬁe of the conclusion at which we have arrived, we beg le(a)tlx;e 1;:;)
il e 1 (l:g'ltiﬁcate from some of the parties whose information we haw;‘efi > n;gmg:
f:rifl Ovszi(?m we consider, from their position, to have the best means o
a correct opinion on the subject. We have, &e.

i Duncan Sim,
To James C&Meivin, Esq. (signed) - J. A. Arbuthnot.
&e. &e. &e. -

*

East
We. the undersigned, are of opinion that a %'llllarzltgfs bgft};ﬁeﬂsggggzblfndian
ia, r cent. interest in the ter g Indian
el Compan%e%fvgzlllﬂrdp:ot be a sufficient inducement to tl}e pUbll-la(;I?ay o
i B mpany formed for raising 500,900 {. capital for a alley ot
i%llal(‘les " azdo:v)e Ia)l,re also of epinion that it might be done on a gu
aqaras

. i James Capel Norburg Trotter & Co.
* per eent (signed) William Hammond.
R. Hitchins & Harrison.
. Foster & Braithwaite.

-

East India House, 7 :Iune 1852.
e Court of Directors of the East India Company your

i > of sup-
l HAVE lﬂld before the . . ference to the measure o.
letter dated the 1st instant, representmg with re end to a company

] diness to ext

. expressed their rea . . t a guaranteed
b thecthurtofhzviaﬂvgay at the Madras ?rflSlden?r;t t:loa theg public to
fmt' thetcofn sftr:r ;::l cent. will not afford sufficient m ucem

interest of fo .

v T C
you are of opinion that a lower rate than 43 P ™ o Court have resolved to

i th
In reply, 1 am instructed to acquamia};'g}ritee an interest of 44 per cent. per

iti il g i n as they
to vour proposition, and Wi sentioned, SO S00
2?125?1?1 upo}xrl thepcagotal rais’ed for the purpose abover 0900 ;.) s been sub-

: 50
<hall have been informed that the r(‘qmred amount

scribed for. 1 have, &c.

(signed)  J. C. Melvill,

To Colonel Duncan Sim, Secretary.

J. A. Arbuthnot, Esq.,
VMadras Railway Company.

- -
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Sir,

We have the honour to acknowledge the recei
instant, informing us that the Hono
pleased to accede to our proposition
place of four per cent. on the capital

London, 12 June 1852.
pt of your letter of the 7th
urable the Court of Directors had been
of making the guarantee 4} per cent., in

proposed to be raised for the construction.
of a railway from Madras.

We beg leave to state that we are now taking active measures for raising,
through the instrumentality

of a joint-stock company, the prescribed amount of
capital, viz. 500,000 1, and that as soon as the requi
subscribed for, we shall again have the honour of addressing you.

We are, &ec.
(signed) Duncan Sim,
To. J. C. Melvill, Esq., J. A. Arbuthnot.
Secretary to the East India Company

Sic Madras Railway Company, 2, Moorgate-street,

. London, 5 July 1852.
Wita reference to your letter of the 7th ultimo, I have the honour to acquaint
you, for the information of the Honour

) able the Court of Directors, that the
required -capital of 500,000 for the o

] onstruction of a railway at Madras has
been subscribed.

in the cases of the lines of Bengal and Bombay, ’

xf\.s time is of importance, instructions will be immediately given to our
s0130}t0rs, Messrs. J. C. & H. Freshfield, to prepare, in communication with the
solicitors of the Honourable Court, the required deeds which we are prepared
to execute as soon as approved of by the Honourable Court,

i I have, &c.
To J. C. Melvill, Esq. (signed) Duncan Sim,
&e. &e. &e. Chairman.
Sir,

East India House, 21 July 1852.
ur.t of Directors of the East India

accede to the sam
East India Compan
Bombay.

[ am now directed to inform voy that‘ deed is ;3
the East India COmpany’s Solicly a deed is in course of prep

& hich will aration by
. y or, which will contain precisel the same terms
a? tl;gs&lal infcludedd 13 the contract with the East IndianpRailwa};r Company, copy
b which I forwarded to you with : ) s b
the rate of inter nteed by fr et of the 7th ultimo, ex

e conditions of supervision and control on the part of the
Y, as s exercised in the cases of the lines of Bengal and

est guaranteed by the C hich h Sl
ee e Court, which wj i

of five per sy ek amrante y ) will be 44 per. cent. instead

ave also to state that, in view to the earl f operati
the Court vl v imme(,iiate 'Y commencement o operations,
steps for appointing the m

clause l](zi(to associafe with your B(l))ard. PP © ofcer xeferred to
am hikewise directed to request that measures may be take ilway

. n by the railwa

(g;_relc(;cgrs for the payment into the East India Com 4 ’ n

. 100,000 1. by the 1st Qctober pany's treasury of the sum.

. next. The furt ins ital .
will be provided for in the deed of contract.e urther instalments of the capite
] I have, &e.
.. To Colonel Duncan Sim, (sgned) o ét{dmt%
Chairman Madras Railway Company, e

54, Great St, Helen’s.

site number of shares are -
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Madras Railway Company.

: | East India House, 1 JllllneCloslfr% of

1§ Eg’ commanded to forward copy of a resoluti(énthl;isstzmyct,;eswnding

Directors on the 30th ultimo, in which it 1s propose d Great Indian Penin-

'tﬁcthose which have been offered to the East 111(1}1{7::‘;191:i Company in respect

:lela Railway Companies be granted t((i) e 121{: ((1;?)% Ooovlv)ysubjec’t to the s:iim(te

- ix hundred thousand poun osit, which shall be fixed a

oo ﬁi:?grlxtsalezge;? 25 regards the prelminary e to };}:(;Iu:st that the said

t(': orlz thou,sand pounds (40,000 ..); and 1 am des;reth Board of Commissioners
r(()eso)lrution may be submitted for the approbation of the v

for the Affairs of India. I have, &c.

igne ', Melvill,
James Wilson, Esq., M.P., &e. &ec. &e. (signed) James~0 Me .
"~ India Board. - | retary

di ] May 1849,
At a Coutt of Directors of the East India Company, the 3o0th May

. . : Id be just and
R That the Court continuing to entertain the opinion that 1 w:l;‘e Madras Pﬂ’-&
ResoLvep, Tha smental introducti he East Indian an

e':ipe dient to extend the:(;iﬂgl:? 1etl}11 athose which have been (:g‘:reﬁazor:s iiailway Company

Great Indian Peninsula Railway Compaies be granted to the Mactss 3% Rl o o orl
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companies in 1847, the Board took the opportunity on several occasions, but par-
ticularly in their letter of the 27th of July in that year, to call the attention of the
Court not only to the fact, that before the original terms given to the East India
Company were enfertained, the East India Company was in possession of the
opinion of an eminent engineer, deputed by the Court, as to the result of his
actual surveys and inspection on the spot, as to the practicability of the under-
taking as well as the best route to be taken for the accomplishment of a clear
and well-defined object combining great political and commetcial objects, but
also to the fact, that it was laid down as a principle on which the aid of the East
India Company should be given, that such preliminary surveys and information
should be possessed by the East India Company, before such heavy responsibilities
were undertaken.

At that time the East India Railway Company had been fully reported upon
by Mx. Simons, the engineer of the company; and the reports and surveys of
the company itself had been completed, tested, and reported upon. The Bombay
Company was not then in the same position, and the sanction of the Board to
place it in the same position as the East Indian Railway Company was withheld
for that reason ; and it was not till it was shown that the Bombay Company had
made adequate surveys and plans, and that the East India Company was satisfied
not only on that score, but also in relation to the undoubted propriety of adopt-
ing the proposed line, as a beginning, that similar terms were coneeded to that
company. : ,

At that time the Madras Company was dissolved, and had eceased to exist from
the beginning of June in the same year, and when it was last proposed to the
Board in the Court’s letter of the 26th August 1847 to extend the same terms
to a railway company at Madras, the Board declined to consider it on “that
account; but even had the company still existed, the same reasons so clearly
laid down in the Board’s letter of the 27th July would have then been equally
strong, namely, the entire absence of such information as could justify the East
India Company in incurring so much risk as the proposal involved. From that
day to the present that company has been defunct, and no steps appear to have
been taken either by the Government of India or by private individuals, to procure
that information which was absolutely necessary to reconcile all the conflicting
opinions and calculations which were entertained in relation to the project aban-
doned in 1847, and now again revived.

The chief distinction, therefore, which the Board is desirous of drawing between
the present application and those in relation to the East Indian Railway Company
and the Great Indian Peninsula Company, is that while in both those cases care-
ful surveys and plans had been completed, and no doubt existed as to the direction
and course which the lines should take, and the whole had been carefully reported
upon, there is, up to the present time, no such sufficient information before the
East India Company in relation to Madras. - '

But. independent of this important difference, there is another reason which
weighs considerably with the Board at the present moment, which has no peculiar
application to Madras or any other part of India. The Board feel strongly the
great novelty of the undertaking, not so much perhaps in itself, as in the mode
in which it is to be carried into effect. In India railways themselves are great
experinrents ; not less so is the novel connexion between the railway companies
and the Government of India. Great pains have been bestowed in framing the
contracts between the East India Company and the railway companies, in order
to secure a successful and harmonious fulfilment of the great objects in view ;
and the Board are of opinion, that before the East India Company determines to
increase its risks in these undertakings, it would only be common prudence to
have some experience of the practical operation of the system adopted.

Indeed, the Board are ready to admit that they would rather have confined so
novel an experiment in the first instance to a single undertaking, had not the
peculiar circumstances of the two companies now sanctioned, the great amount
of labour and money which they had both expended, the exactness of the surveys,
plans, and reports which they had both produced, the perseverance which they
had equally shown, and their continued negotiations with the East India Com-
pany, rendered it impossible to ttfeat them differently ; but no such reasons exist

for including the revived Madrasi Company immediately in this experiment,.

On these grounds, the Board )have. come to the conclusion that it is a sound
policy to defer for the present co#nplymg with the request of the Madvas Railway

f : Company,
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Company, for- the twofold reason; 1st, that much more exact information is
required as to the merits of the particular line proposed, not only as to its
engineering facilities, but more .especially as to-its position in relation to the
great political and commercial objects which a railway in Madras should possess,
as well as to any general system of railways in India of which it should hereafter
become a part; and, 2d, that at least some experience should be obtained of the
working of this new system of performing public works in India, before it is further
embarked in, and the Board feels that it can adopt this course without inflicting
any hardships or cause of complaint on the individuals constituting this new
company. :

In conclusion, the Board regret the delay which has occurred in making ‘this

reply, which has arisen from a desire to.give so important a subject the full con-
sideration which it deserves.

. I have, &ec. ‘
J. C. Melvill, Esq., . (signed) James Wilson.
&e. &e. &c. .
Si;‘, ' East India House, 16 August 1849.

ADVERTING to the resolution of the Court of Directors of the Fast India
Company forwarded with my letter of the lst June last, proposing to extend
assistance to the Madras Railway Company in view to the construction of a line
of railway at that Presidency, I am commanded to forward, for the purpose of
being submitted to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, copy of
a letter from Mr. Arbuthnot, the acting chairman of the railway company, in
which he encloses copy of a report of proceedings which have taken place at
Madras in connexion with the projected undertaking, and expresses a hope that

“a speedy and favourable decision may be passed upon the application from the

railway company to which the proposition now before the Board has reference.

I have, &ec. :
_ ‘ (signed), James C. Melvill,
James Wilson, Esq. m.p., &c. &c. &e. Secretary.
India Board.
Sir, ' . India Board, 30 August 1849.

1IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, enclosing the copy of a letter, with
other papers, received from Mr. Arbuthnot, the acting chairman of the Madras
Railway Company, I am directed by the Commissioners for-the Affairs of India
to inform you, that Mr. Arbuthnot had before transmitted a copy of the above
corresponc{ence to this office, and that it had been duly considered by the Board,
before my letter of the 17th instant was despatched. '
o I have, &ec.

J. C. Melvill, Esq. ) (signed) Hugh Stark.

&c. &c. &e. ' .

Sir, East India House, 30 August 1849.

1. Tur Court of Directors ofs the Bast India Company have had under their
consideration your letter of the 17th instant, expressing the sentiments of the
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India upon the terms which the Court,
in their resolution of the 30th May last, proposed to offer for the eonstruction of
a railway in the Madras Presidency.

2. The Court much regret that these sentiments are not in accordance with
their own, as they cannot admit that the reasons adduced by the Board con-
stitute a valid objection to their proposition to extend to Madras the benefits
which have been conceded to the other Presidencies.

3. With respect to the objection that more perfect information is required as
to the physical aspect of the country through which the proposed railway will
pass before encouragement should be given to the undertaking, the Court desire
me to observe, that they are fully sensible of the necessity of taking every due
precaution in the selection of the best route, and of ascertaining the true nature
of any difficulties which may present themselves in the line to be adopted ; but

Ra&. o2 ‘ the
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your letter of the 14th ultimo, transmitting 8

tart IL they would at the same time submi
'spondence.  subject has already been obtainel(linta:hcaot & large amount of information on the
first associated for th .7 nsiderable expense, by th i
the surveys and i;ves?;i c:tr':stmcthn of a railway in the Majdrzs Pg Se'dWhO were Y Sir, i . i India Board, 17 September 1849. Part 11,
mates, which show thatgtheolrirslewglfl ch Wire {)n ade formed the found::;osr}3¥’e2:;1 Coul?tutg' lggzl(‘:tzist‘}\:veass(()ltegirAugutS}t; tmt:v hichlygu inform. the Board that the Corespondence:
possesses facilities for the construc:i(())lrlln Ty between Madras and Wallajahnu ;. which it was proposed to e)(zresn at its resoution of the. 30th May last, by -
g(i){:sb agngr:? g?;:ig’ th:()gsﬁmabed expgrf,:; r:tlwﬁ);;:sgll;zgter é})lgn those ofg%}‘ie ;I))riVilegelcs as hl':id palrea;dy been givtgﬂ at;‘a%lv:: y};:sxil:lplzrgira;n alrllgd{}a:eqt':l elrfg;:;
the B ibay 500,000 I. for 35 miles. : ing 600,000 /. for 70 Peninsula Railway Companies, should be i . .
thz E}‘::; g tslfatdghls 1nforma‘tiop was submi?::ed %Yviclllxle ‘zfom the recollection of ceived that attention fl‘OIIl)l the Board which I;is (glrselgf I';fx(llp(})r}éa;}éz (izggéshas *
opinion, in 184 5011m§nta.ry evidence, to Mr. Simms, f ‘;le-mme“t of India, in In my letter of the 17th August I expressed in the most ample terms that the
which have boor. t:{(l ‘that his report thereon was ’ 02‘1 is examination and Board was not actuated in the decision to which it had come by any feeling that
taking. en as to the practicability, expedi onfirmatory of the views the Presidency of Madras was less entitled to encouragement aty the)h nd gf 1?
¥, expediency, and cost of the under- Government than those of B \ % ) hands of the
4. The Co reveati hi . or el}ga} and Bombay. The Board is again desirous of
given to theu;t’ h_‘{)iwev_el‘, do not mean that an u topsl?smgdt 15 lfeelmg, wh§le it is compelled to adhere to its former decision,
would be & pecific line now proposed. Thei nresel:ved support should be pend, at least fO}' a time, its a}pprqval of any proposal for further extending
. given, subject to op heir sancti . the construction of rail Indi Shcinle’ :
sity of & more ex ac% i th(le) decision of the local Govex?r?mto tthe undertaking experiment) has been ;:1?{;;3 ndia on 5o novel. principle a5 that which (as an
of the }i . S ey being mad ernment as to the neces- ) ’ :
of Wﬁitl;llew:}-:c}:) should be _adoptged, ,1?}’1 élrll;.lteto :l;e u}lt_lmate selection by them yoE:ITet]tsoar? }l:ave very carefully considered the additional reasons urged in
attention which }gm;)ded with my letter of the }iﬁt(}:le? ings at Ma.dras, adeounts have noir of the 3(;)1:}1 August in favour of the resqlutlon of the Court, but they
exists upon it; whil een drawn to the subject a‘ndlnts},fant, manifest the great ‘Sanctioninvremo}’ert hthe .cl?lef objections eptertamed by the Board against
knowledge and ex e it shows also, what is P e strong feeling which ] 2 1i:myhu er ris of this kind, until some experience shall have been
cability and des; perience best qualify them to f ~opinion of those whose local ey as to the working of a plan tngd for the first time. -The grounds upon
sirableness of the proposed und orm a judgment as to the practi- N ch the objections of the Board rested were so fully explained in the Board’s
_5. The Court submit that, i undertaking. etter of the 17th August, that it is not felt to be necessary to repeat them.
dissolved, it would have b at, if the Madras Railway.C | The Board would, however, remark, in reply to the reference made in your
advantages as have b € been unjust to withhold th y. ~ompany had not been letter to the report of Mr. Simms, that that report was so much qualified (being
the company was :h een conceded to the othe e extension to it of the same founded merely on documentary evidence, to the value of which he could not
€ conse r companies. The di . _ . " ? T no
decision upon the sub; nsequence of the delay of th panies.  Lhe dissolution of speak), as to be insufficient data for any actual proceeding to be founded
have been defra eds lll)bJeCt- One result has be}:m the authorities in coming toa upon it. i T .
to the Court th)z;t th'y t}}e shareholders of the d’efu at the preliminary expenses “The Board is unwilling to enter into the subject of comparing the respective
the assistance of Govls circamstance furnishes g st;:,ct company, and it appears ~ claims of the different Presidencies, referred. to in the Court’s letter, as it is not
5to0d to be the same ernment-to the revived companng(:; reason for extending on such considerations that its conclusion has been formed, it having been
6. The sec o ¥, the parties being under- actl}ateq only by a desire that, in incu}-ring such larger risks as these under-
is, that SUﬁici(‘)e;g; ?(l);](;ctlon which the Board entertaj o th tﬁ]étl;:gs involve, every possible precaution should be taken which prudence can
been a : n experimen : n to the Court’ i €.
on the‘::%m t}’f:le Court woultd?f,z::geaz :S“‘tiﬁl'taking.s in Indias g;ggﬁ:gg; e In conclusion, the Board desire to express a hope that additional information
one Presidency ca year 1847, again urge that t ey did in. the correspondence om India, and experience of the 'succes?»ful. result of thg plan adopted in 1ts
Similar attemot nnot be regarded as g criteg the result of an experiment in practical working with the companies t0 whlch it has alreqdy been ext.ended,
advantage of ag I another, and the fact th rion of the probable success of a may enable the Board, at no very distant day, to concur in the propriety of
tested, would see:il]t)enmental line, before that at Bombay has been allowed the further extending the same principle to & railway company 1n
and the Court Woﬁ;dmlt that this position ;1n ﬂtl)e Bengal Presidency has been I have, &c.”
acquiesce in the pro submit that the sameas een recognised by the Board ; (signed)  James Wilson.
will justify the ad})) tpOsal t0 sanction the eower which led the Board to J. C. Melvill, Esq., &c. &c. &c. '
Madras and the o};)hmn of a like course in reOBStructmn of a railway at Bombay ’
and one which is h?rhlpremdencies there aga;d to Madras. Further, between ' ‘ | .
facilities exist which v%o Ydfavourable to the? l::l:fxsn to be a marked distinction, Sir, S : East India House, 14 March 1850.
an expense of little more thzléow of the constructmtsl °§ the former; for whilst I AM commanded by the Court of Directors of the East India Company to
;nore urgent call for the estahl one-half that requiredo a railway at Madras at forward to you, for submission to the ‘Board of Commissioners, for the Affairs of
tll‘lom the absence of water lishment of the modes faif Bombay, Madras has a India, a further letter which has been received from ‘Colonel Sim and- Mr. J. A.
us opens £ the exper carriage. This want of of internal communication, Arbuthnot, soliciting, on behalf of the Madras Railway Company, the Court’s
render the establishmgltn saent an additional el competing modes of transit encouragement to the construction of a railway in that Presidency.
the same accommodato of a railway g far aren tzm(;)nt of success, while it will ‘The Court desire me to state, that they continue fo be strongly of opinion
advantages for transportr.l can be in those parts 01;- Io?irjl to the inhabitants than that some encouragement should be given to the construction of an experi.menta.l
1 7. Tn conclusion Iam. ndia which possess greater railway }in }?“;1 Mgdmfl Presidency, and thet);x ‘re(;;‘\lx::tti'o? be favoured with the
do, that it is du ’ 1 commanded to ) views which the Boara now entertain upon this . '
is consistent wm%xtg flhe Interests of the N?ta?lt:;,:}i?t feeling, as the Court strongl I have, &c. )
residen &y James Wilson, Esq., M. P., &c. &c. &c,  (signed) James C. Melvill.

India Board.

India Board, 19 April 1850.

Sir, - '
Tae Commissioners for the Affairs of India have had under their consideration
Jetter from Mr. J. A. Arbuthnot,

again soliciting the encouragement of the Court of Directors of the East India
Company to the construction of a railway at Madras. M
' y
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. its connexion with the ;
first in the direction of Wauajahnu%gurhlln[r?(;‘;el\;gﬁ:h ibs now in prog;'less.f Corresponde
irst in A unication o d, are therefore
. G " of railway comm are NOW proposea,
22 CORRESPONDENCE, &c., RELATING TO geréfg‘(?}ll Szl.l;?;‘leiminary “survey an(} fgﬁ?c:i come to any satmfa%mr}{i (:f‘;‘f;;’;
‘ i h ‘ ‘ thorities at absence of whic
f the 17th August and 17th September last, explained at m ent neoessary, beore Sways in the Presidency of Madras, ciion . the mocantime,
Pat 1i. 1 Dghligffegsons which induced the Board to-postpone giving g}en' tI()) re;ﬁel. : with respect t%;’}l;;ageason for delaying any .S“Ckrrt:;:; considerations, which ate
Corrcspondence.  len s lication, and as nothing has occurred since tHen ‘ would be a sufficie the Court to other import: sons why it is desirable
assent to a similar dpp 1cation, s . manded to refer Board must refer ! ieet. for their reasons why S
. ct to this subject, I am com : But the Bo this subjeet, . of the Madra
:}ﬁe véi:it"io“;iogg i%t:v::h ;: s?gpresenting the]gr(;und ubon which the Board stated in their for??;r]fgﬁ;stigﬁ with regard to tt}gﬁe Ca(}:‘}:iltca}f;zg not referred in
e k] . e . (e . :
t to that decision. to postpone any ! to which reasons t}
feels compelled to adhere for the D elini dverted to in the same : Company at present, .
i ct to a necessary preliminary measure, adverted . ' Railway Comp lv. am, &ec. ,
let?elxl't F:rtln fﬁile?:ted to suggest ?:) pthe Court that it is very deS“ableS‘.“hat, s“th their letter now under reply (si gd) " James Wilson.
tructions should be sent to the Indian Government to despatch Mr. 11!111}1l o 0 Es ‘ gn
;dadras the moment he can be spared from Bombay (which the Boal'drt ‘:)1;‘ James C. Mel“’%l’ a e
will be ’very soon), in order to make such preliminary survey of, and l'elt’}‘; Hities &e. &c. &e. 1 1852
the proposed lines, as the Board consider it to be ‘e_ssen.tlal that the :atut 0 FEast India House, 14 April 1 i\;e d i
at home should possess, prior to coming to any decision in respect thereto, Si East India Company hawingi latell{’a;g’;y n
. I have, &¢. i, irectors of the Last Indi formation regarding a ralway
. . \ s es Wilson. Tug Court Of Direc re uired 1q () . ion the apphcatlon
J. C. Melvill, Esq. (signed)  Jam from the Madrps Governm e:frﬁdg;ethe?r attentiv® Xoxﬁ%mmtﬁt, Esq, dated the
L J . . ; : . . : e
that Presidency, have Colonel D. Sim an ion of that railway on
| : ined in a letter from Colone’ J: BIE B0l tion of f Bengal and
. v < ia House, 23 April 1850. contained in a ession O the lines o
1 HS:;;E laid before the Court of DlrectorsEzzttgzedlgast India Coxlx):pany your 29th October last, fm('ﬁ?i‘:ng():g have been gr? I;zidcf(:i;manded by the Court fgf'
letter of the 19th instant Stating, in reply to my letter of the 14th ulfimo, same terms and con ective companies ; .andt the Board of Commlsswn}clal:s o
that the Board still adhere to their determination to postpone for the present Bombay to their rilsptd ou, for submission Oe d by the Court on the 13tt in i
ving their assent to the grant of encouragement to a company for construct- DirectOI:S to forw?,l‘ coyy (;f a resolution Pasitension of the railway sys i“;n d
igxllg agrailway in the Madras Presidency, but suggestiﬁg that Mr. Simms should be the Aﬁ‘.a]rs of Indla%}:le g‘:)ntemplate a great rt(ilnify of testing the cheapezrk ne
directed to survey and report upon the proposed lines in that Presidency, as an . proposing that, ?(Sl " dgpt the present oppo orks, by taking the present Wfor e
essential preliminary step, hefore coming to any decision in respect thereto. ) India, they shou f constructing §uch Wthe Board of Commissioners S re
In accordance with this suggestion I?zm commanded by the Court to sub_lm& . most efficient moctlﬁa: with the sanction 0{; Government of Madras to prepa
* See Financial  for the Board’s approval, the draft of paragraphs to India in the Financial themselves ; and structions be issued to the
l)gepeatcll?at‘;c:he Department herewith transmitted. The Court desire me, however, at the 89‘:23 Affaxrg g Ikrzdlt%e“v}vork accordingly. [ have, &c. p Meloill,
Governor-general time, to observe, that after a perusal of the reports which. have been rece:he to underta B} (signed) James C.
of '“déa y ﬁ:lu neil, (including one from Mr. Simms) upon the subject of a railway at Madras, o Y . L. Cumming Bruce, Esq. M. P.
F:"Mla; ;3,)0_ never entertained any doubt as to the practicability and advantage of execll(l1 1111)% C. L. Cumming
> ‘ such a work ; and as to the necessity of ascertaining the line which it wou
most desirable to adopt, before encour

Secretary.
&e. &e. &e. - ~ ' .
agement is given to any company, they
would refer to the cases of

India Board.
g companies, neither of whose lines have a:i
this moment been selected, the question having been left for the detel'mmatl(l)1
of the local Governnients, who, being in communication with the officers of thi
railway companies, have the benefit of their opinions. With this experience, t ¢
Court ' were of opinion that time would be gained in effecting this importan
object by recognising a Magd.

the existin

2

3 | ;
n

Sir,

: losed
: 0 - ¢ Cmnpany enc
Tue Commissioners gorc?sﬁAgagirecmm Ofﬁt‘l:; 5::&&23:)&:1 of a railway at the
. flicient tion the resolutloﬁ1 (ii;:heApril’ propOSingkthx?%y the Government. 4 to. that no
ras Railway Company, and affording them su in your letter fof\'/[ta gras ould be un dert&t io e resolution referred to,
éncouragement. ' N Pr;zsxdeng_); :cted to observe, with. Tespec
ave, &c. . am dire
- (signed)  Jumes C. Melvill,
James Wilson, Esq, M. p., &e. &e. &e

171 . ’n b
1 than the expediency of “testing,” by

i ode
the cheapest and most efficient m
113 e
' Secretary.
India Board,
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the method of execution now p

jon of a great extensi
ilway works, in the contemplation of & gr ideration in con-
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railway systeén }:n Inﬁ?& the subject very f\:ini)frrom the GWG;‘“@?Z;%Mhnot to
The Board have tches received Sim and Mr.
v ; ¢ spate nel Sim ar have been
Sir, India Board, 4 May 1850. nexion with the several tget{)le letters from Lﬁkiast, of which colél'etshe Board to
Tz Commissioners for the Affairs of India direct me to return Draft No. 283; . and also with tri{e;g;%e()ctober and 1st Di%i(;lg the diSPOSitwln ﬁ(z)n of the Court
s See Financial 10 the Government of India in the Financial* Department, which accompamegd)ég ) the Court, da tehe Board ; and, notwlthstase d in a formal re? ‘:,fﬁcient cause for
Despatch to the  letter of the 23d ultimo, to the first Paragraph of which they have acde forwarded to ight to the judgment expres \hove-mentioned §
diorament of  passage. because they consider it important more fully to explain the object to attach due weight to
india. No.16, dated yopsoiyr” Simms’ attention should be directed in making a survey of the pro-
15 May 13570, . o ’
Posed lines of railway at Madras,
ith reference to the co

. ound a
of Directors, they do not find in the gr

‘ i i ..
i i ft /0 I)
.v ' tt) he BO i C

to observe, that there appears to be a misa

two rallways 1 antages of
tion of the ative advantag
The mode adopted forftthe dcl;):sg)‘:;i deration Ofytz}).lr(fd I;frll der the dlrf'actu():r(;lﬁf
. 43 after : jc mone . a11€es -
ad ding the ling of be adopted i oo e position of progress was sclected 4 with the puble PO contracting compa e o
ras regarding the line o railway to be adopted, which is differen executing through the now in ve been
of the other Presidencies, ’ have the local Govsrr;tmﬁgt:ilg; The arraélgefaf:ntls the works appear to ha
As to the latter although the precise | es of the experimental railways hav etent to underta e nd unaer U . invest-
been left to the 1o al G‘;%emxﬁelr); slo fali'nas e(;lgineeri?g facilities may regulate f,)ar,-ying out the latter SySthlll’ aand econorx}lcal!Y- ortance to attract the 111{\;6;“
them, yet their general course, with a view to reach fixed points, has been deter- conducted hitherto suc?esf)bje}(;t of very high imp
mined by the Court. . Byt at Madras, so far as the Board are aware, no line has As it must ever be an '
been proposed or surveyed since the more extended introduction of railways into
India has been contemplated, and the Court have yet no information before
them to decide whether or not it would be
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ment of British capital, skill, and enterprise to undertakings for the improve-
ment of our empire in India, the system of contract is the more eligible, as
being eminently conducive to that end. It appears, moreover, unadvisable to
have recourse to a new experiment while the system now in operation seems to
have been attended with success.

The Board also feel themselves bound to state that they entertain considerable

doubts whether an equally effective control over the expenses of such works -

could be maintained in India, under general instructions from the Home
Authorities, as that which is now exercised through the Railway Boards meeting
m London, under the constant and immediate supervision of the Court.

It ought also to be observed, that the Madras Railway now projected would
afford a very imperfect test of the cost of execution of other railways in India,
inasmuch as it is one which offers very peculiar facilities of construction. :

Entertaining these views of the subjea, the Board, although reluctant to insist
upon their opinions in opposition to those of the Court of Directors, feel it necessary
to communicate their dissent from the conclusion expressed in the resolution of
the Court transmitted with your letter, and they trust, that after this explanation
of 1(;1he1r views, the Qourt will proceed to adopt the proper measures for negotiating.
a:x ctt:pntra;:tmg ywth a company, competent to the undertaking, for the con-
: el;u (::Itl (;h a Egulway .at- Madras, in the same manner as has been done with
. pect to ede' st Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Companies,

ow engaged in the construction of railways in Bengal and at Bombay.

. I am, &e.
J. C. Melvill, Esq. ) (signed) C. L. Cumming Bruce.

. Sir, ‘
Lt . id before the Court of Directors of the East India Company your
to the means b; Whichutl;tant’ expressing the views of the Board with reference
constructed. e proposed railway in the Madras Presidency should be

Th ot . :
with :hgglm';; ge?:f;’mme :0 express their regret that the Board do not concur
work to the loclz)il Govzs 0 the expediency of committing the execution of this
upon the subject whichmment; but while they continue to entertain the views
letter of the 14th ult] Wﬁre embodied in their resolution submitted with my
commencement of tﬁg(;‘,agl o v{)lu abstain from causing any furthur delay in the
opinions, and beg to sub way by additional representations in support of their

mit for thq approval of the, Board of Commissioners the
-Colonel Sim and Mr.

East India House, 20 May 1852.

on which the Mad . Arbuthnot, proposing the terms
railway, e Madras Rallway Company shall undertake the execution of the
I have, &e.

(signed) James C. Melvill, Secretary.

C. L. Cumming Bruce, Esq., M. p., &c. &e. &c.

India Board.

Sir, .

THE iasi . India Board, 24 May 1852.
your letg;r?)?ltslsxleog%‘:hf?r the Affairs of India observe with’satisfac{ion from
not to press further th instant, that the Court of Directors have determined
a railway at. Madrasr bué3 1:oop:1mo;1 y thth regard to the mode of constructing
ot 25, 1 thel voesy Pt t0 adopt the method which the Board have pointed

, . t desirable ; and [ : : .

oard’s sanction. the 08 ; and I am directed to return, with the

. s proposed 1 : \ PRIy

lngaﬁ‘ € terms on which 'gle Co?xt:tera:g C(I)'Lonel c? m and Mr. Arbuthnot, signify
way comp prepare

s t . : :
any of thé projected work at Mady o authorise the execution by

as.
T have, &e.
J. C. Melvill, Esq., &e. &e. &e. (signed)  C. L. Cumming Bruc:.

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY. 25

Sir, East India House, 2 June 1852.

WitH reference to the correspondence which has passed upon the subject of

employing a company as the means by which a railway should be constructed
in the Madras Presidency, I am instructed by the Court of Directors of the
East India Company to forward a further communication which has been
received from Colonel D. Sim and Mr. Arbuthnot, who represent that company,
stating that a guaranteed interest of four per cent. does not afford sufficient induce-
ment to the public to subseribe for the capital required for the undertaking, and
that an increased measure of support, to the extent of one-half per cent., will be
necessary to effect the object.

The Court desire me to state, that after a consideration of the circumstances
represented by these gentlemen, they are prepared, with the sanction of the
Board, to offer a guaranteed interest of 4 § per cent. on capital to be raised for
the construction of a line of railway at the Madras Presidency.

I have, &c.
(signed) James C. Melvill, Secretary.
C. L. Cumming Bruce, Esq., M. P.
India Board.

Sir, India Board, 5 June 1852.

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to request that
you will signify to the Court of Directors of the East India Company that they
have considered the communication in your letter of the 2d instant, stating that
the gentlemen to whom the proposition was forwarded for constructing a rail-
way at Madras by means of a company, have represen_ted ghat a guaranteed
interest of four per cent. per annum does not afford sufﬁc.lent inducement to the
public to subscribe for the capital required, and that an interest of 4 } per cent.

will be necessary to effect that object, to which amended terms you intimate that

the Court are prepared to accede.

The Board presume that the Court have fully satisfied themselves, by a careful
consideration of all the circumstances of the case, and of the present state of

the money-market, that it is jmpracticable to obtain the capital for the purpose
required at a lower rate than for a guaranteed 1{1t.erest (_).f 41} per‘cent., and
under that persuasion they consent to the proposition which the Court have

placed before them.

I have, &c.
(signed) C. L. Cumming Bruce.

J. C. Melvill, Esq., &c. &c. &c.

Part I1I.

OFFICIAL REPORTS, &c., on the subject of a RAILROAD in the Madras
Presidency.

e ——

FinaNciaL DesparcH from the Court of Dirgctors of the East IPdia Company
to the Governor-General of India in Council, No. 16, dated 15 May 1850.

Para. 1. Wx are desirous, before the termination of Mr. Simm's engagement,

that his services should be made available for the inspection and survey of any
proposed lines of railway in the Madras Prgsidency, having reference, as in th(;
case of his survey of the proposed railway 1n Bengal, not to an experimenta
portion only, but to the ulterior destination of such‘a mode of conveyance as,
forming part of a general system, the object of which would be to facilitate
communication for political as well as commercial purposes, and to effect more
ready intercourse with other Presidencies.

545. . D 2. We
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Part 111, 2. We desi
Oﬁda}&Repom’ BombayeSriifseg}é;re;gf,v;ilsg?n aShMr' Simms has concluded his duties at the THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPARY: °7
e ment of ) ’ ace his services at the dis S
f Madras for that purpose. disposal of the Govern- 8. He asserts that (para. 61) the traffic over each mile of this extended Part 1L
3. Inthe event of Mr. Simms being prevented f ) line is even now not much below that on the shorter one; but the longer line Official Reports,
Presidency, you will direct the employment fe~ rom proceeding to the Madras would exercise a far greater influence on its amount, and the profits arising from e
. the Madras Government, who weI ddub:n of some of our engineer officers by it would probably be greater, while its usefulness would be much more extended. -
power for seculjing an eﬂicienic survey anr(li()t’-ﬂvln adol?t every means in their A}I‘eady, he observes, there is a considerable traffic by the trunk road from the
a?yhreports which they may receive o dex"vih ttransmlt to us, without delay, districts of Trichinopoly, Madura, and Dindigul, which would be increased by a
of the expense and advantages of a railw 1at we may judge with accuracy railway terminating at Vaniambady. Major Pears reckons that at present by
ay undertaking in that Presidency. far the greater part of the traffic which passes from Wallajahnuggur to Madras,
comes from Vaniambady, while there is between the latter place and Vellore an
additional amount not far, if at all, short of that which joins the present at Wal-
PeaLic L ‘ lajahnuggur from other channels. The railway being extended to Vaniambady,
LIC LETTER from the Governor in Council A Major Pears assumes troops and military stores for the southern division of the
of Directors of the East India Co uncil at Fort St. George to the Court army would be sent by this route. As regards passengers and the conveyance
mpany, dated 7 June, No. 16, of 1851. of troops and stores, he remarks, that a line starting at Madras that would
_ Para. 1. In para. 44 of our d place them 130 miles on their road to Bangalore, Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar,
Intimated having appointed M*‘_Spatch dated 12 November, No. 34, of 1850, we the Neilgherry and Sheewaroy Hills, would afford greater accommodation
lines of railway that mightl b(: ?‘Jor TdT Pea.rs to survey and rep(;rt up(;n ?thé than any other line of equal length. Finally, he observes, that this would
* 2. We have now L proposed in this Presidency. derive additional importance from the town of Vellore, with a population of
Piﬁn'ying copy of that ?)(1}1}2:1?;1:;{)“3)}{ before your Honourable Court the accom- ]l Ii%fr(’zgn(g id miles from Madras), far surpassing Arcot in political and military
et mportance and feasibilty o omeresting report on the subject, in . .
direot and dcions1del' have been clearly shown a*mgl a railway irom Madras - 9. Major Pears proposes Vaniz}rpbady, but perhaps Goriattum or Vellore
Presidency. rect, which must follow the intr’od;c%i(s)?l zl;e b-eineﬁ(f;al. results, would be a more advantageous position for the terminus.

5. Tt wil railroads into this 10. Bangalore is slightly to the north of a line running due west of Wallajah- :}orrii:lt;um a5 a
determinatio e ?een that Major Pears, in the first inst sl e nuggur, while Vaniambady is 17 or 18 miles to the south of it. Gorriattum and terminy®
as the pointn of the best line for a railway between Mar&ce’ applied himself to the the Old Nackanarry Pass are pretty nearly due west. The road by Vaniambady
mitted the a?:) c?ntemplat.ed by the Madras Railw ’acras a‘_ld Wallajahnuggur, to Bang.alore is d.lsapproved, both on account of the additional distance cause
not yet read ove report in anticipation of his Survay ommittee, and has sub- by the line trending so far to the south, and also on account of the difficulties
has ob tainedy’ 1121 order to lay before us as earl aeys an'd estimates, whl9h are from th.e natural features of the country between Vaniambady ar}d Ossoor, which
of adoptin : }?nl' the conclusions he has arriVedyats.POSSIble the information he render it the least eligible way of access to the Mysore territories. It is there-
it within t Ee 1.e line proposed by the railwa (“0 > In regard to the expediency fore in contemplation to change the line of the high road from Madras to Ban-

4 imits contemplated by the com};n.’ttmmlttee, or rather of confining galore, and to carry it by Chittoor and the Moogly Pass. When the road to

4. We fully concur in the v; / Hee. Chittoor is made and the Moogly Pass improved as proposed, there can be no
ra:ﬂv\'ay (para. 83) should © views expressed by Major Pears, that th doubt that the most part of that main portion of the traffic by V aniambady,
with the means of Ia ‘ing gg a Government undertaking ; ’thaitl :: s(inprl(()epi)isrfg Wh§0h Major Pears speaks of as branching off at that point to the Mysore terri-
g}lgétd iotlt‘ the present ; and th:;n itaisdgg:)ll‘f line (paras. 76 to 79), will % R suFﬁ: tories and Canara, will cease to pass that way.

- ained in England. ecessary to adopt the highest rates of 11. For this reason, while Vaniambady would prébably be a good terminus

5. With regard to the direct; for traffic to and from Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar, &c., it might not answer so
should be westward - bu: wrection of the line, there can b d ) well for Mysore, &c. Major Pears himself shows that the extension of the railway

6 ' ; to what point, is a question of ¢ o _doubt that 1t to Vaniambady would not benefit the Ceded Districts, nor the western talooks of
B Major Pears expresses stronly ot considerable importance. North Arcot above the Ghauts. Bellary, he observes, might be benefited by

g8Ur 18 too short to furnish gly his conviction that the line to Wallajah- its being carried across the Ponay River six or seven miles west of Wallajah-
marked improvement. H 18h a satisfactory experiment t ) ugeur. but frth
proposed terminus f; 11 € notices as an unfavourable el produce any ggur, but not further. .
unbridged. alls short of two rivers, the Pona Clrcgmsﬁance that the 12. The point which he last indicates (a place called Trivellum) is that at

7. He thi y and the Palar, both Whlch. the new road by Chittoor and the Moogly Pass, into Mysore, and towards
Mmings) Va inks that the railway should b ' the districts of Cuddapah and Bellary, is tO commence, by which no doubt a
traﬁic) nlambady as the line upon h-e extende(.l to (Vaniambady as a ter- large part of the exportable produce of Mysore, 'Bellary, Cu(_ldap_ah, a-nd the

pulation of  be ean and one which, from the f; pon. w ich there is the greatest amount of Balughat Talooks of North Arcot, in which sugar is now growing into import-
thnugeur € constructed and worked. ; € Iav Ol}yable circumstances under which it might ance, will in future pass coastward. Trivellum is a small place, with a popula-
> 18 most likely to e s Ve tion ’numbering onl? 1,357, but it is the chief station of a talook, and would

if there were not a better further

> am o
e town of bady, he observes, ha, xhibit favourable results. Vani-

pet and subur I S a populati ; .

. »Wa:?l?n e e c}l:s. It is situated at g }I)’oli)nt 11(1)n of from 6,000 to 8,000, including the therefore not be ineligible for a railway station, C a

Imles Of it, amounts. territo :irénels,dtowa.rds Salem Coimgat(:,re the traffic from Madras branches into on. Perhaps a better place for a station, if not a terminus, In this line, would be ;&buul\ ‘f\,‘l;r mi{)es

0 44,000, S a 4 re ’ . . . . 7 . hi rom Vellore, but

44,000 nd Canara by the other. » and Malabar by the one, the Mysore th.ihponlll'f (iflt‘;lncuon db?tweexgrtbe ﬁallwqy igdbthﬁlfl(i)fe (Zi frozll‘lhi\selelgzgnts(;o(;lhlvtt:&x('i on the opposite
with whic e road from Trivellum 18 > . ' bank of the river.

is view a Th T
, aTe a greater amount, of ir e advantages of this line, according to

other th: i .
fewer w::kzoz%fdlge selected, and gre;fg‘cc;;apl;?portlon to its extent than any
only works of m agnitude, the brid pness of construction, as involving

miles, to the vicini'ty* .of Vellore, the importance of Population,
: but it might be carried on further for ;0,000.
the direction of Salem, if at the same * Four miles
d the Ceded Districts, &e. distant.

carry on the railway 15
which is not overrated by Major Pears;
the sake of the traffic by Vaniambady, in

2 ges across the P .
that w gnitude, and those . onay and Palar being the . .
importzl:llcde nv(:fiizg atlllllply counterbalgrtl?g:idg(; Z‘gth }1:0 difficulty, and no ex%)ense time it could be made serviceable to that of Mysore an
iv € railw . e cheapness of the li . .. .
rivers, ay would derive from thpe 'passaaeheolfma’l and ,:he 13. Under this view, Gorriattum would appear to be an eligible place for the 32::%;;3_::‘31 d
g ose two terminus, if, as Major Pears thinks not only possible but very likely, a pass can " < fron:

be formed instead of that of Nackanarry, Jeading directly above the Ghauts, fmd Wallajahinuggur.
8. He 545- D 2 issuing
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* On No. 78 of Ar-
rowsmith’s Atlas,
there is the trace

of such a road.

Vellore as a ter-
minus.
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issuing betw
couldgb : mv:xggne ;lslﬁ h?r?)?n O(f} the Old Pass and Palmanair, or otherwise if a road*
foot, of the Moogly }Ir’ass th orriattum to fall into the road from Chittoor at the
Vellore to Chittoor. sa ;206 distance being apparently much the same as from
conveyance for the ,tragi bfn‘l;es.. Gorriattum is a fit point of divergenée and
Vaniombady. the 1)0i)ula(t}ior)1 aniambady ; it is a more considerable place than
ey poplation of numbermg _10,’788, and it is not far from Amboor
ot 11,000. It is, as before observed, nearly due wesé

from Wallajahnuggur, and if, fajlj
. ) lf, f: :
way might be carried above th:ﬂGl‘.ng a better pass by which eventually the rail-

Bellary, a road could be made t }Rauts, and forward to Bangalore, or towards
posed one from Trivellum, or th o Moogly, of not greater distance than the pro-
would apparently be obtai r that from Vellore to Chittoor, ever desidehicu

command all the traﬂ"mmg1 od in fixing the terminus at G(’)rriatt\);m It v:'ouiﬁ
Bellary, and Cuddapah, Wfl(i)(l!]ill ?’:[oylflo{e timd the upper talooks of N.orth Arcot
command the trafic fr 1 would otherwise go by Triv it would
excellent con)lnelnq(ilrilelflltmz) Vaniambady, Whilegthe yline s%ll;;r;, élvrti(lllhit I‘)Neou':g
towards Malabar I an extended railway to Bangalore, or by Sdl(;m

14. On the other h
> and, by fixi : -
traverse the Palar Rives W,ith.itfsl:\l\?g the terminus at Vellore, the rail would

ide and sandy bed, and do awav with one

great and serious obst
great and s obstacle to the : /
The terminus, too, would be at galf'gé e ot oot e oo

road with Chittoor e and im .
. an ; = portant town d by
L_uddapah_ Vellore 3031;3 M{:Ogly Ghaut, and leading theﬁcuenl'c,cs (%323)1)1&3 'gzgg
direct lines into the Mysore o be a good terminus, as connected W't}}\ th
pass, as well as with ﬂ} T whether through the Sato'h’ur th 1th the
e line through Vaniambady t()DBan Oti other more cligible
: galore.

15. But a chief r
eason f )
0 g Vellore is, that it is the point, rather than

Arcot, at which
) the lar
naturally rest. the Western Districts and the Mysore would

r namin

ge traffic of

asionally impassable. It may be
Tminus were fixed at Vellore, the

17. It may also b
the railroad to V e found that the traff
. el . affic from Madr )
whilst the road frorlx? I;Slalg:;: treaj(\hly than to Arcot ?(()1; atsh\:e:zﬁrd o btgelé
would therefore prob 0 Arcot offers no imped: e reason tha
could not readily g(l;(x)rtlmstly continue to work andmélo)f:} H(;ent to carts, and they
18. B pete with it to Vellore, so lone as It)h ePWlth e
- But as the fixing on 4 plac : g e Palar is unbridged.

of 4 T e f < .
o @he f\‘ﬂlebt inquiry, we have g or tl}e western terminus is a point deservin
Major Cotton, now at Madras, eemed it advisable to call for the opi o %‘
upon the question where > and O.f Captain Best superintenl. fc)lth'IOPS do
further to the westwafd’ SUPPOSmg it to be deterr’nined t ens of rac
fixed with particular refer ut short of the Ghauts, the terr(r)xi(;ﬁxrry the;){ atllwgy
and Vellore. A sim; ence to the above sugoesti us ought to be
Collector of Nolﬂ?mﬂal‘ reference has heen ma%lgeestt)loi\l/lsr tol;lsgll'g%l (Jorrlﬁtttum
' . on, who, as

. Arcot, mu .
the particular localities. st be well acquainted with the line of country, and
>

eqt!g. tVVe have re
Slimate promised in hj
nuggur, deferring till ISf arther &

( minute survey of
ajahnug, in i i
b ggur 1n its course td Poonamallee,

he probable cost of
’ eve ard ; th ice
for water channels, bol;lyngary balka: 1;:)'

a rateab ., estimating for ev .

20. With a view of le charge for supervisionbper 1:?“(; ry item of local expen-
ew ¢ e 3 .

Company, which hg our availing oy

to a great exten
. T, we . mnto contracts .
obtainable on this hea}dlaVe applied to that Govern;ufa(x)llt':t?(frs:ﬁ)gg o fralls, o
* ¢ information

21. We

s already enteredr§elves of the experience of the Bombay .

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY. 29

21. We solicit the attention
recorded on this subject, and

of your Honourable Court to our several minutes
shall lose no time in forwarding to you, when

received, the estimates expected from Major Pears.

From Major 7. 7. Pears, C.B., Engineers, to Sir . C. Montgomery, Bart.,

N

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George ; date

Sir,

In accordance with the instructions conveyed to me
853 in the Public Department, dated the 24th

Minutes of Consultation, No.

September 1850, 1 addressed a lette
Railway Committee requesting that

estimates, and other papers connected with that project.

2. From that gentleman’s reply I learned that the whole
connected with the Madras and Wallajahnuggur Railway had been sent to
England, no copies having been kept, and that the only
mittee could furnish me with at present was that cont

published at Madras last year.
contemplated by the Madras C
‘lajahnuggur.

3. Under these circumstances, having neither
I considered it proper to make application to th
services of two surveyors, to procee

between those two points, and

d 5 March 1851.

by an extract from

r to the honorary secretary to the Madras
I might be put in possession of the plans,

of the original papers

information the com-
ained in a pamphlet

I was also informed that the line of railway
ommittee was one connecting Madras and Wal-

plans nor estimates before me,
e Board of Revenue for the
d with the determination of the best line

prepare for submission to Government complete

surveys and estimates of the same.

4. The documents are not yet ¢

be considered on this occasion

and the probable amount of traffic thereon, I take the e

clusions to which I have arrived on these two points.

5. In attempting to fix upon a short line of a railway
ost suitable commencement of an extended system,

end with, viz., that while the experimental line
for its traffic upon the highways of the country,
the direction of a trunk line as the

as an experiment and as them

we have this difficulty to cont

must necessarily be dependent

as they already exist beyond its terminus,

basis of a general system of ra
requirements of the country at
system.

6. The great bulk of the traffic between Madras a
one or other of three trunk roads;
central ; of these three, the latter is, as
important, not only because the other two,
with the coasting trade, which is carried on

political divisions, have led to
traffic of the most populous an

the passes of North Arcot, towards the ancient capital
centrating the trade with Coimbatore, Salem, MYyS$
North Arcot itself, upon the high road between Ma

7. Such being the case, there could be 1o
which the first line of railway from

an experimental line, it was natural enoug
d on the northern bank of

a suburb of Arcot, but situate
selected as the first terminus.

8. Considering this line with reference
mode of conveyance as forming part

s mportant inland districts
o of that name ; thus con-

ore, Bellary, Cuddapah, and
dras and Wallajahnuggur.

ilways would be determined
large, an

a system of roads which th

Madras should take,

«to the ulterior
of the general syste

take a brief glance forward to the probable arrangement o

lines of railway within the limi
545.

ts of this Presidency.
D3

ompleted, but as the most important points to
are the propriety of selecting this particular line

arliest opportunity of

submitting to Government the information that I have obtained, and the con-

that may serve at once

with reference to the

d to the consequent arrangement of that

nd the interior passes over
the northern, southern, and western or
might be expected, by far the most
being coast lines, have to compete
here under many advantages, but

because - the topographical character of the country, as well as its former

rows the whole of the
into the Carnatic, by

doubt as to the general direction

and considering it as

h that the town of Wallajahnuggur,

the Palar, should be

destination of such a

m,” it will be well to

f the most important

9. In

Part 111
Official Reports,
- &e.
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Appendix (A)

App- (4 (B.)

Difficulty in select-
ing a line to serve
hoth as an expe-
rimental line and
as the commence-
ment of a system,
&c.

Course of the bulk
of the traffic with
Madras.

Horourable Cour
Despatch, Financ
Depariment,
No. 16, 15 May
1850.
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Part 11, 9. In the accompanying sketch* I have attempted to show the general direc-

Official Reports, tign of the lines which would probably be considered the first in importance

e within the limits of this Presidency. The particular course which they should

follow would necessarily form the subject of subsequent careful consideration.

Of these lines it is to be observed, that such portions as serve to connect any

populous and important town near the middle of the Peninsula with either

coast, may he considered as constituting lines complete in one sense, com-

mercially ; a railway from the same spot to the opposite coast completes in a

similar manner another line, while the two together, accomplishing certain

political ends, form one line complete in all respects. In the arrangement here

shown, it will be seen that the most important lines connected with Madras

itself would probably fall into one trunk line at a point about 60 or 70 miles

from that town, and that the most direct and obvious course for this is nearly

central, or due west from Madras. The exact course of such a line would, how-

ever, depend upon the ascertained best localities for a passage up the Eastern

Ghauts. The character of the intervening country, highly favourable to the con-

struction of a railway, and the position of the present passes, would point to the

neighbourhood of Sholingur as the direction for this first line, and the spot

from whence others would diverge to Vellore and the Amboor Valley on the one

hand, and to the Mooglee Pass on the other. Such a line would, however, pass

clear of Wallajahnuggur, and would be only adopted under a determination of
disregarding that and seeking another terminus for our experimental line.

10. Having thus pointed out the most suitable line as the commencement of
a general system of railways, I come to consider the prospects of that proposed
to Wallajahnuggur as an experimental line, and though not perhaps the best, as
forming a very convenient basis for the construction of a complete system.

Situation of Walla- 11, The town of Wallajahnuggur is by the present high road 68 miles from
jahnuggur. the Fort of Madras; it is two miles short of the cavalry cantonment of Rance-
pet, and stands on the left, or northern bank of the River Palar, nearly oppo-
site the town of Arcot. The combined population of these three places is
estimated at 54,000, but it is in Wallajahnuggur alone that this population is

calculated to afford any employment to a railway beyond that arising from its
own immediate wants.

Its population. 12. The population of Wallajahnuggur amounts to 20,000, consisting almost
wholly of people actively engaged either in manufactures or commerce. Though
in many respects offering a convenient temporary terminus for a railway, the

Its importance ~ importance of this town as a “great entrepdt of traffic” has been overrated,

overrated asan  though not perhaps to so great an extent as that of the considerable military

entrept. station of Arcot.
Nature of the 13. The amount of traffic of which Wallajahnuggur may be considered as the
traffic. :

source, is that which is derived in the shape of agricultural produce from its
own and the neighbouring talooks ; from its own manufactures, and also from
the cotton of the Ceded Districts, and the betel-nut of the North Canara,
both of which are, according to a practice of long standing, carried on chiefly by
means of agents at Wallajahnuggur. With these exceptions, the traffic passing
into Madras along the Western road, comes for the most part through Wallajah-
nuggur ; this constitutes a very important feature in the character ¢f this town
as an entrepdt, or as the proposed terminug of a railway.

Wallajuhnugguran ~ 14. It will be observed also, that the trade, such as it is, comes to Wallajah-

eatrepot of trade as nuggur from the westward for dissemination through the Carnatic, while the

regards the coun-  yrafio on the other hand, passing over the road from Madras to that town is

trics to the west- AT . . N

ward. utterly insignificant. As far, therefore, as Wallajahnuggur is an entrep6t of
trade, it ‘would affect a railway running into it from the westward, rather than
that portion of the line which lies on this side.

Thesubject divides 19 In considering the prospects of ,a railway between Madras and Wallajah-
itself under ive  nuggur, we find that the subject naturally divides itself into the following
heads, heads :

1st. The

* The effect of an electric telegraph to Cochin or Mangalore in expediting communicatior. with
Aden, will not fail to be noticed.
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Ist. The nature and amount of the traffic. © Parc 111,

. . . Official Reports
2dly. The cost at which that traffic is carried on at present, and the cm&c.epm N

maximum charge that can with safety be calculated upon for the railway. —_—

3dly. The cost of construction of a railway adapted to the requirements
of this traffic, the interest on which we consider as constituting a fixed
annual charge.

4thly. The cost of working and maintaining the railway with such an
amount of traffic. .

5thly. The financial results.

16. 1st. The present amount of traffic is not only the most important, but it 1st. Present

is unfortunately the most difficult point to ascertain with any degree of accuracy. 2mownt of traffic.
Prior to the year 1844, the returns of the Land Custom-house at Madras showed

the nature and amount of imports by land as far as they were recorded in that

office; and from these returns we may safely take a minimurh amount for that

day. The Collector of Madras has obligingly furnished me with information on

this head ; and it will be seen from his letter, that while the annual value of the  Appendix (C.)
imports by land was gradually increasing, it amounted in the year 1842-43 to

96,52,266 rupees.

17. Detailed statements furnished me by the same gentleman show that of the Imports.

above, the districts of Coimbatore, Salem, North Arcot, Bellary, and Cuddapah,

with the province of Mysore, yielded traffic to the extent of 58,05,053 rupees,  Appendix (D.)
the estimated weight of which is 20,2841 tons, to be assumed as having passed

over the road in question, since whatever portion of the imports from Cuddapah

might have entered Madras by a different route would probably not exceed that

which would have passed over this from districts which 1 have not noticed. In

1841-42, the amount, ascertained in the same manner, was 52,70,332 rupees, or

184,370 tons.

18. Regarding the exports by land, our information is more unsatisfactory, Exports.
and less to be relied upon. The declared value of these exports entered at the
Custom-house in 1842-43 was 13,41,240 rupees, exclusive of the value of salt,
transactions in this article between Madras and the districts in the interior,
having only commenced to any considerable extent in 1847.

19. The value of exports for the preceding year, 1841-42, was 12,45,350
rupees; and from this return, the latest which 1 have had an opportunity of Appendix (E.)
seeing in all its details, I find that the value of goods of every kind exported to
the above districts, and supposed therefore to pass over the Western road, was
6,52,532 rupees, and has been estimated at 931 tons.

20. It will be seen by the letter from the Collector of Madras that the amount  Appendix (C.)
of sult annually exported for inland consumption has been regularly increasing, Salt.
and is estimated for the past year at from 2,500 to 3,000 garces, or about 12,400
tons.

21. By a return which I have received from the principal commissary of Military stores.
Ordnance, I find that the amount of military stores which have been despatched
from the arsenal of Fort St. George, and have passed over the road between
Madras and Arcot, has been on an average of five years,

Imports - - - - - - - - tons.
Exports - - - - - - - - 135 tons.

-

22. 1 have been favoured with a similar return by the commissary-general, Commissariat
which shows the annual average amount of stores despatched in that department stores.
by the road in question to be, )

Imports - - - - - = - - 43 tons.
Exports - - - - - - - - 343 tons.
23. We have thus far our migimum traffic in goods.

The amount of imports from the districts immediately concerned, as reported
at the Land Custom-house, in the year 1842~43, 20,2841 tons.

The amount of salt exported during last year, 12,400 tons.
515. D4 Average
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Average annual amount of military stores passing and repassing upon this
road, 135 tons.

t And the same for stores despatched by the Commissariat Department, 386
ons.

And, lastly, the amount of exports, according to the official returns of 1841-42,
931 tons.
Making a total of 34,136 tons annuall

_ . Y passing, one way or the other, over the
whole distance between Madras and W

allajahnuggur.

24 ) F he reports of the Land Custom-house, from which the above informa-
tion was derived, were, however, confined to those articles (36 in number)
enumerated in a Government proclamation of the 17th July 183\7 . A reference
to the number and names of articles exported by sea at the same time will show
Fhat the.Western road must have given passage to many commodities not
included in the above list, and therefore not noticed by the Collector.

taiis 't}ﬁ t; ti}tle}f‘;;o‘; ampun% then, we may feel fairly zssured, and little less cer-
Coll’e ot of Madrasp_en;‘ence very considerable increase since that time. The
183839 to 1842—4}}1 . orwa}*dmg a statement of imports by land from the year
actual value of th 0 glc}usxve, observes, “It may fairly be supposed that the
undoubtedly incree g‘g) § Imported was considerably higher, and the amount has
constructimyl of ased }Sl{nce the abolition of the transit duties”” Moreover, the
jahnuggur mus: };5;)3 ¢ l%h road, such as now exists between Madras and Walla-
at the sanc e N Iﬁitﬁ?ale((l: (:Illgéerlally to promote an increase, which would be

ment. quence of continued peace and good govern-

26. There is certainly a ver . .
hav Ay 4 very general impression on the minds of those who
ingriahs{:cll (zgg(')rtum%es of ObSePYmg, that the traffic upon this Western road has
exports from }M(foél siderably during the last few years. Of the probability of the
the anmesed o at ras having Increased in amount we may form some idea from
in 1848-49 tsoahe;::}:n}f;:g ‘1‘7(1)1(1)0111 it w}ll appear {assuming the imports by land
ig‘ig-%, the difference between the total sy Tather more than they were in
2-43
the sa:ne é:lrilgetr};icexmft s by sea for the sameé year was 1,09,22,014 rupees, while
seen that the deﬁ o é:ulated for 1848-49 was 1,52,92,544 rupees. It has been
rupees, which woulgrle 7value of exports by land for 1842-43 was 13,41,240
as the value of the cgg‘silzu:' of the Tdbove balance the sum of 95,81,674 rupees,
addition of 20 per cent, ption of Madras itself for that year. Allowing an

on thi i ‘
local consumption in 1848—4;’ lsl ia})sg(l)t%m, epeen ant e et o
the total exports by lan 0,000 Tu]

00 rupees, and consequently for that of
d 38,00,000 rupees. q y
27. Further, in co

: nsidering the probab} ion i i

durine t . prodable augmentation in the amount of traftic

P roxgl%‘ the Dast eight years, we have the help of certain returns which have been
1me to time drawn up under the authorit

expres . D i y of various public officers for the:
stalze I;irg:rgg::’;v ?rf ast(;lertamlng this amount. These returng consist of tabulated
that have been gy g 3 number of persons and conveyances of every description
are ot eatidal serve1 to pass each way at certain points on the road. They
ut knowing undo ml}x}c . ({I‘edlt, I fear, as returns of the real amount of traffic:.
and on whpl der what Circumstances and by what class of men they are taken,
1ch side they are most likely to err, we may make use of them as

checks upon estimates framed from other data.
28. The

u&:ﬁ ::a_staéements for the Western road, with which I have been
Ty c{)os;natt:itt’- Supﬂnn?ender}t of roads, an officer who of late years
points duri 10n to this subject, exhibit the returns taken at various

st}aslons of the year ; and the con-
no allow : y a caretul examination of these papers
, that the averag:cti;fgirce;gs’ which would be in most cases those of om%)sslion)
nuggur may be every inile of road between Madras and Wallajah-

safely taken at 3 .
all tho . ’ ; 00 loaded bandies er di ft triking
fuel, &Sce.,‘gllll?cllfhronc the road in the nei D e, after striking out

hbourhood of Mad i ;
th 1g of Madras laden with straw,
will be 55 well 1o lzzgh calculated to yield a considerable profit to a railroad, it

€ out of our calculations for the present. Similar state-

ments

the total imports by land and sea) in the year
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ments with which I have been favoured by the collector of Chingleput, confirm
me in my opinion that the above is a fair and safe estimate.

929. The annual amount of this traffic would be 3‘00><365 = 109’500(11(;'&(18’
or about 54,000 tons, being an excess of 19,864 tons over that deduce trog;
the imperfect official returns of 1842-43, and the salt and Government stor
of later years.

I have no hesitation in adopting 50,000 tons as a fair approximate estimag:l ;rf
the present annual traffic ; the difference being, in my opinion, not more on
may be.reasonably attributed to the causes already mentioned. Assuming

distance by rail tg be 64 miles, this would give us a total mileage of 64 x 50,000 =
3,200,000.

30. The passenger traffic is now carried on in such a manm(air agl t(t) _l;e;;ds;:f
impossible for us to ascertain its amount ; but we may conclude athl Central
siderable, since by this road is carried on all communication between . e e of
and Western Districts and the town of Madras, the latter being t 1611 st?on o
Government, the chief port on the Eastern coast, and having a pofrl)i ?it .
700,000 souls. It is, however, vain to attempt to estimate this trafiic ;

Part I1L
Official Reports,.
&c.

Assumed traffic;.
50,000 tons.

Total mileage,.
3,200,000.

be better to consider it as one of the sources to which we may look to make up, .

. . s 3 i unt of
in a measure, whatever deficiencies there may be in the receipts on acco
goods.

31. Secondly, the present charge for a bandy, 2 pair of bulllock; ztixl-]igt d:t'l:ﬁi
from Wallajahnuggur to Madras, is four rupees. In the Salem hls e than
be seen by Mr. Phillips’ letter that the ordinary charge 1s rat eI;h T oo
this ; nor is it on this road by any meauns the lowe_est, but it is abo(lllt t;x o carté
The distance from Wallajahnuggur to Madras is 68 miles, an *‘3 n(:ore the
certainly carry, when required to do so, half a ton, and frequen ’I)‘rhis s the
cost of carriage will not exceed as. 1. 10. per mll(? per 'Fon. the average
rate of working towards Madras, but as our object 1s to dlsltzov.ert e .
rate at which these people can afford to carry goods, we must take in Oonve ing a
tion the charge the other way; and 1 find that they will return, ¢ thY; o
similar load, for about Rs.2. 12.; the average rate thus becgmess b is the
carried 136 miles for Rs. 6. 12.; or about as. 1. 6. per fon per mile. et‘ilt(i:on : but
case under present ordinary circunstances without any serious comp o Shle of
we should not be justified in assuming that the above rates are suscep |

any further reduction.

32. It must not be forgotten that the cost of thie road tfglioourgol‘l; ;é) fl();
thrown, in here, since the charges on the railroad ari eﬁ)ec e ! mg.i T
all expenses. Captain Best estimates the expense at fln r;ﬁ o por oent
of the Western road, inclusive of interest on tbedol'!g_ll:a y k?: aczx,la.l e oost
on the present charge for transport, which woul ;ﬁn e e momigh thie be the
of conveyance on the present system to tv:vo annas ?:ilroa(i could eneounter o
real state of the case, the opposition which the o o6 howthe Govern-
the native bandies remains the same; for it 18 dlh c b to see o X enire foir
ment. could avoid keeping up the present road, or I Ot:nam):re o ot the intro-
play, exact from those using it a charge for jts main e of the road, as well
duction of a system of tolls bearing upon different po. ‘
as ) .

upon the whole line. o would have . competg mz};
ffic at an average rate of as. 1. 6. g
hereafter noticed, 1 consider
not exceed one anna per ton

We must therefore assume that th
the native carts now carrying on the tra |
ton per mile.” For this, and other reasons to A
that the maximum charge by the railroad shou
per mile. : : \

‘ ructi Ihoetobeableto
33. Thirdly, with regard to the cost of construction, b cfas anpeating to

i n estimate for a line which I have sele ) .
2111: Tﬁzvzzsts}lgil;t;{taand the cheapest between Madras in{ld ovri’ailga%a:&\;)gtgxe
In the meantime, it will be sufficient for the ob_]ect of !:l_llllsh epbeen e P o
estimate of the Madras committee for a single line, Whmﬂi .ast |
liberal data, and which I think likely to prove amply sufficient.

E 34. According
545- ’

adly. The present

cost of carriage.

Appendix (G.)

Present charge tor
Mad:as, 1*10 ann&
per mile per ton.

Charge the other
way, cheaper.

Present average
rate.

Cost of present
road should be
added.
Report of the Su-
erinterident of
gosds for Sept.
and Oct. 1849.
The present actual
cost becomes two
annas per ton pcr
mile.

Proposed charge
by railway, one
auna per ton per
mile.

adly. Cost of con-
struction.

Estimate by
Cﬂpmin Collyer,
framed on liberat
data.
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Pait 1L 34. According to this, the following items, which constitute the railway

()fﬁcia:‘RePO"‘sa proper, determine the Permanent charge upon its revenues, Rs
c. .

Earthwork . - - - - - - 2,13,819

Bridges, drains, &, . . | - 1,40,000

Ballast - ".° - - 1,209,096 .

Rails, sleepers, &c. - - - - - 13,20,700

Laying rails, &c. - - - - - - 29,000

e

Total - _ . Rs 5 18,32,615

Permancnt annual ~ On which interest at 5 per cent.,

91,630 rupees, as g permanent annual
charge, Rs.91,630, charge.

4thly. Cost of 35. 4thly. The cost of maintaining and working the railway with the above
:‘::E;smmg and  amount of traffic. Under this head I shall' include the interest on the cost of
& buildings and carrying stock, these being dependent on the nature and extent
of the traffic,
Rs.

Cost of six engines with tenders - . - - - | 1,10,000

Waggons (150) . . - - - - - - | 1,05,000

Buildings, offices, sheds, workshops, &c - - - | 1,15,000

Total - -._ p 3.30,000

Interest on the above, at 5 per cent, - - - - 16,500
aintenance of way, g4 miles, at -
Appendi (H) Y » at 700 rupees 44,800

motive expenses, at 8 annas per train, per mile foux:
trains daily, for 313 days - - - pe_ A

. ‘ 40,060
anagement and police =~ . . . - - 40,000
Repa}rs to waggons, at 19 per cent. .- _ - 10,500
Repairs to buildings, at 5 per cent. - - = s 5,750
Total annual : ’ “"'—--—-’
€ Ses, )
e ot Anmual Bxpenses - . g, o
Lasdy, Financial 36. 5thly. Financial Results,—The ex ense of maintainip
results, and working a single line of railway with a traffie of 50,000 tons
over 1ts whole length, i estimated at . - - - Rs. 1,57 610
that traffic, at the fate of 1 anna per toy per mile, ’
wouldyield - . _ - . . 32,00,000 _
6 = 200,000
Leaving a balance to eet the interest on cap; '
4 ital of . - 42,390
Against the actng) amount of interest c?p - - - 91:630
D ﬁ . . » N
tr:fﬁil.{ on goods And shown'xg a deﬁgmcy of - - - - - - 49,240
. m\

To be met by tie 37. To meet this apparent defici
‘ 1t, we have the rofits arising from the
profit un pessenge S o p § arsing from

bro mherl’tmﬁc;‘s ' passenger and parcels traffic, th

Mails, their present 38. With Tegar
cost.

d to the mails, I find thyt the present :
Present cost of conveying ta al
f}’fft b:: ghy between Madras ang Arcot is ahout 9,600 rupees per ailnugm, I;}:xd
; n;eanzsmo;:x}[:emment:al measure, the conveyance of the majls upon - this road,
orses, has been sanctioned by Government, at ay, increased cost,

faising the expenge betw
This can smlp‘§e1y be loeen Madras and Araot, ¢ 12,000 es per annum.

service rendered fo, Gove Wwhich to measure the

i . ‘ 20 miles gn hour, thej t pace
of the wenther amg oo T, the regularity greatly affocted by tha bt
available a5 carriers, 2USeS, and their bulk limited by the number of men
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been good enough to furnish

. ‘ termaster-general of the army has : |

me3?vit§l;er2‘t]3:n, showingothe total number of troops ghgg élavgnpzis:g :;SE:I;;I:
m b

road during the last 10 years. The annual average is 2, :

w}?ich lvlvr;nflay add 11,6553’0 followers, at the rate of five per ﬁghtmbg I?l?n "

We may assume that troops would on all occasions be moved by the r;n way,
not ‘only v{ith a view of saving their batta t?zm'i the y;z:razxédo }:«:ﬁ; igj nga:gg
equi also as a means of economizing elr services, ane the
ri%lllillzz%x%azgly in this country too near a certainty) of expo§11!1g ]t(hertr;1 toa;x)lgfe
ness and suffering. In order to simplify the calculations, 1 “}7111 ta deth e1 above
2,336 men as third-class passengers, at six pice per mile t;lac ; 'ﬁncontfi L1680
followers, as fourth class, at two pice per mile. The sum they wi )

the railway will stand thus:

Rs.
. 2,336 X 6 X 64 4,672
12 x16
11,680 x 2 X 64  _ ;.86
12 x 16 -

Total -12,458

p ue
40. If the above calculations are correct; the several sgurf::ﬁzgdr‘;::ng
‘eady enumerated would leave the sum of 24,782 rupees to el descriptions of
the various classes of passengers from parcls, from the sever;aSin ot of the
short traffic, or from an increase in the goods generatl)ly al:d t%at the above
operations of the railway. At the same time it may be o f)erv e,é s per mile per
estimated deficiency would amount to rather less than 41 tn(lipb Captain Best
annum. The cost of the present high road his been estimated by .
to amount to 813 rupees per mile per annum.* .

i is rai be constructed and
41. The circumstances under whlch this ralilway Z;);lkll)ebfi ttcl?a orty in
worked are so exceedingly favourable, tpat ‘there v andertaking . but
demonstrating the probability of its proving a remunerzar.t.on o Raitwars for
even while so doing, one cannot but lament that the quest :h o almays o
India” should have been brought forward burdened nglther R Tagriragr
which the fortuitous circumstances of their origin, a ! the. }J +F doing great
society in England have given rise to. We are in nat Iia O e
Injustice to the people of this country by looking up:ail e ent with the
Inere commercial speculations, and by meeting every ethe{- e W e
condition that it shall at once pay its own expenses, togbe o e,
of the money laid out on its construction. There may e o at they would
as the present, in which they will do so; but my I;anre’ifo o LA panrelly sub.
Stituted oo o rould be unreasonable to expec'tkt it?ywsill be found that, of .the
stituted even for the present trunk roads. I th1;]1 v el by the traffie sxiating
railways yet constructed, very few indeed would tado gwork befors it oan earn
o o into D e ooy oo ected with its construction.
S wer Howover, ave A e e .cong in believing that a railway
phaced merers are we wartanted bt expex_'l(;lngare and economy, will extend
placed judiciously, constructed and worked wit o woaontod 1, that we
its influence far beyond that of the common roa the amount of traffic already
fall into error when we frame our calculations frompm_ o the necessary resalts
existing, and disregard that increase which forxpgous (since it tends to the_dis-
o raﬂ;;iy opeiions ; an error af least as Perﬁl? more frequently met with of
couragement of important public works) ?ts tha
Insufficient estimates and exaggerated results.

i t portion of
42. "It will be useful to consider the nature of the more important p

. . ing affected by the
the traffic on this line, and the probability of its amount bexvgml districts con-

f the se v
i ith this view, I consulted the collectors of the Severs pursuits, by
ﬁﬁtly'ahzvég};;}}:?a‘gz& from gentlemen engagede:_:e fte;}idms in a letter,
addres;in the chairman of the Chamber of Comllins with which I have been
which wﬂ% be found in the Appendix. The replie

. i t ; but I regret to say
favoured by the Collectors, will be read with much Interes that

——

| 1849 (par. 1g). "
* Report of the Superintendent of Roads for September and October 1849 (p
545. E 2 v

Troops and fol-
lowers,
Appendix (P.)
ppeac ( Rs.
Dept. ‘l- 49,240
Mails and o
Troops - 24,45

Balance, 24,782

To be made up by
passengers, &c.

Circumstances )
favourable to this
railway.

Railways in India
should not in
reason be required
to pay at once.

Nature of the pre-
sent traflic, and

probability of

increase.

Appendix (1.)
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that my letter to the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce has met with no
reply whatever. '

43. The principal articles which constitute this traffic are, first, salt, as an
export from Madras. The total amount of salt supplied, during Fusly 1259, to
the districts likely to be affected by the proposed railway, was 10,283 garces ;
viz., from the Eastern Coast 8,090, from the Western 2,193. Of this, nearly
3,000 garces were disposed of at Madras, and it is more than probable that the
whole of this was conveyed on the Western road; a small portion perkaps
stopping short of Wallajahnuggur. The price of this salt at the pans is 120
rupees per garce. Taking the aggregate population of the above districts at
eight millions, it needs no argument to prove that the quantity of sea salt now
supplied is insufficient to meet a demand from that number of people. On the

other hand, it would be very unsafe to assume that, in the present state of the
country, sea salt could by

.by any possibility be placed within such easy reach of all
classes of the inhabitants, at a distance of 300 or 400 miles from the coast, as

to supersede the earth salt which abounds in some parts of the country, and

which, though commonly considered a very noxious article, is certainly in
general use among the poor in those parts.

_ 44. That any reduction in the price of this, however effected, would at once
increase the amount consumed, there cannot be the least doubt; but the extent
to which the depét price might be reduced in dependence on this anticipated
increase, mt}mut involving loss to the public revenue, can only be determined by
ac?ual experience. It appears from a Minute written in 1836, by Mr. D. Elliot,
third member of the Board of Revenue, that the price was, at least on one
occasion, reduced with -this view; but the experiment, perhaps only a partial
application of a general principle, was not followed by encouraging results. It
15 N0 easy matter to determine in such cases the exact point to which the price

may be determined without loss of .revenue, or to which it must be reduced in
order to attain

praer (if such be the object) a maximum revenue ; but it must be barne
in mind that we are more likely to err in keeping the price too high than in
reducing it too much,

- considering the people as divided, so far as worldly means
are concerned, into several classes numerically varying. The object in reducing
the price of sea salt would be not so much to cause an increase of consumption
among those who already use it, as to place it. within the reach of other classes
of people sufficiently numerous to make up for the reduction of price by a large
Increase in the demand.

45. The price of salt
original cost, the carri
one of these can only affect the ultimate selling price in a diminished ratio; 33
Fer cent., for example, on the prime cost (120) would effect a reduction of
ittle more than 13 per cent. on the retail price at Bellary (291).* An instruc-
g:'e and rather curious fact is noticed in the above Minute by Mr. Elliot, viz.,

at an increase of 20 per cent. in the average retail price was immediately fol-
lowed by n decrease in the amount sold

g for inland consumption in exactly the
same ratio.

in the interior is made up of three distinct elements, the
age, and the profits. It is obvious that any reduction in

46. Another feature in this question deserves notice, viz., that while under
present circumstances the

i effect of a reduction in the dep6t price would be to
ncrease the. amount sold, this very increase would tend to raise the cost of
icamage, A circumstance ‘which, combined with the natural effect of a sudden
;lb((:)r::s © “;téle ‘dema.nd, might -help. to explain the fact noticed in the Minute
105, it oG, ViZ., that the retail price in Fusly 1244, when the depdt price was
> Was In some places lower than that of 1237, when that price was 70.
47. 1t is on '

e of the most remarkable characteristi i istingui
. 4 _ ics of a railway distinguish-
Ing it from a common road, that the cost at whi ) d

for ch any unit of work can be per-
med decreases as the number of those units is augmented, so long®as the

and, as a neces

L y consequence, to lower the retail v Shore -
sumption ; thus ‘conferring g gi-eat benefit on the R orle. somsease the con

¢ eople, contributing to the
profits of the railway, and very probably augmentinlé t{)le 'r(;(:rx;n?leul:;ga ohl‘ge’
' increase

to the improvements which

portance. The charge for carriage to the coast, in
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i i ‘ ing, however, that the price of salt
i the quantity of salt sold. Assuming, ver, e pri
;r;:;:?i: ‘glle salge it isy to be feared that a railway of 60 or 70 miles in length,
with the proposed’ charge of one anna per ton per mile, would prodgce little effect
on the retail price in the more remote districts.

48. The annexed Table shows the average price of salt in some of the principal

259 i i ith the
: i istri h Arcot from Fusly 1255 to 1259 inclusive, wi
gg:tr::cl: ftrt:)(:ndll\igr(liggsof)? e(:;th town ; from which it will be seen, allowing 10 per

: i ime cost (120 rupees), that the cost of car-
cftﬂt- o prOiZS, a;la(i(ied{)f;;%ﬂéleleprreach of( tht} high rqad, .sgldom excc:le(:z
Eﬁgflj’ 4e venr ton Il))er mile. To Arcot itself, th(; point to .Whlcil it lxs .prOpO:eton
»callry' tb'ep:ailrond, the charge calculated by this processhls ons)‘rl I:x &)(:ge tl;leat the:
These calculations, however, have been made upon ‘ 1t1 e ;st thg S oo,
whole of the salt retailed in North Arcot has been purchased a linp t prices;
but as there can be no doubt that under the present system six(x;:%ﬁe pgresent ried
on to a considerable extent, it will be safer to take 8 o(t;rtgube the present five
Caving o tho eamiage }vhi(l:? bhasag:!:;; :irg?xiyar?rt;t;er ’Son would then be 22

i the carriage of salt by ¥ ) : .
;z-llégn?; }tlhe redlfcbtion in the retail price at Arcot about 35 per cent

i oOts in
the interior might, under such circumst ) . .5 the cost of
A re]asonable r%du,ction in the depot price, and at the sla mt?) tﬁ::se the con-
transports, would under such arrangements tend greatly to 1

.sumption, and contribute largely to the health and comfort of the people; but

L D on
in this, as in all similar cases, we must make sure of the %ener'? Slrénlfg&ftss :?ith
which we are acting, carry them out with confidence, and wax

patience.

50. Another article of growing importance in this lzre§ldﬁc};;§1 Z‘;%t;i)ﬁgi‘zg
cultivation of sugar, encouraged by the presence of in eglr%eboth ) Myscre and
European merchants, has been gaining ground of late y?hf ms me that, during
the western talooks of North Arcot. Mr. Bourdalgfn dlist‘x)'ict to Madra:;. This
Fusly 1259, 350,712 maunds were exported from Wi GSIUe2 10 08 B g o
circumstance is not so remarkable in tpe amount as it 18 . This traffic, car-
great increase that has taken place during the last few yﬁa ;roposed railway at
ried on now under many difficulties, wopld fall uII’":l‘nf eaiI; isp about two annas
Wallajahnuggur. The present cost of carriage from an

. i ton b
_ per ton per mile, a portion of the road being very bad. The saving on a ton Dy

.3. 12, in
adopting the railroad from Wallajahnuggur to Ma,drais woulc(l1 bse R(sly3 - 12,10
addition to the advantages derived from a safe, regu a.r,h ants bpe;(;l ly mode of
transport, and the convenience offered to the resu.iel:lt lxlne:gas atn y
ment of an improved means of cqmmumcatwn with the .
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Average price in
North Arcot, from
A.D. 1845 to 1849
inclusive.

Effect of salt_
depdts in the in-
terior.

adly. Sugar,

Appendix (X))

3dly, Cotton.

hence has fallen off very much during the last ten years; but this is chiefly owing

to the circumstance of the cotton from the southern districts (}:\./I'adet(llx'i:L tant% ;Pllf(l)’;zi
velly), formerly brought to l‘\;rihadra}.? for i:gzrﬁobizﬁrg?;irsm:ﬂppl 842-43 of the

time, though we : s certain that it
Pmount ﬁt‘gﬁysglozght from Bellary and Cuddapah, 1t appess 000 b bl
has been on the decline, a circumstance that may be in some m:

f communication
have been made in the vy carti d into those
districts would doubtlessly tend grea facilitating communication, and pro-

M rt than by facuitating " .
more by Cheapi?l;n%‘.\::(s)p?:r? sc%(;nmunity a more intimate acqumélfaralﬁgsvzzt‘}vla:}&‘;
Icr:)?lt:xrtlgya&:nng?tgs capabilities ; but the line now projected, running

d
Ballary, could not be expected to produce any marked effect upon o field so

. T adras by lana
remote. Cotton is, however, brought in smaller quantities to M y

into or
from North Arcot, Salem, and Coimbatore ; and as the railway advances in

. 3 ill be felt,
towards any of these districts, its beneficial effects upon this product will

b railway when
since there are few articles likely to be so much affected by a y

its labili injury- ccident
brought once within its influence. Its b\&“;, 1t§i;;ag;h;}é Cﬁ}ﬁ‘é}%m‘t‘;’ ?m a im-
or exposure; render its transport by land a p demendent of the loss arising

from
EJ3
545.
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fron: the above cause, bears at present a high ratio to its market value. The

.Oficial Reports, jntroduction of railways appears likely to operate greatly to this branch of agri-

&e.

Indigo, and other

articles.

bable effect on

less valuable
tucts,

New kinds of traf

fic may be ex-
pected.

\dditional traffic
> be expected,
drawn away from

other lines,

Sufficient traffic
to make this line
pay, if we could
ensure the whole
passing over it.

temarks on the
sufficiency of the
proposed line.

Disadvantages of

an igcomplete line. ments, their results must necessarily be partial and unsatisfactory.

Appendix (M.)

culture. Whether they will supply all that is required to place it on a satisfac-
tory footing, is a question which does not fall within the limits of this Rep ort.

52, We have, then, indigo, chiefly from Cuddapah (grain, oils, and oil seeds
from Salem), timber, saltpetre, piece goods, &c. &c.
considered solely as an improved and economical mode of transport, would be
inversely proportioned to the distance of the place of production beyond the
terminus of the railway, and to the infrinsic value of the commodities them-
selves. The effect thus produced npon indigo, for example, would be very
small, while the contemplated reduction in the cost of transport might be ex-
pected to exercise a marked influence on the eonsumption of the less valuable
products. .

A writer in the public papers, well informed apparently on these subjects, has
lately furnished me with an illustration in the case of linseed, the land carriage
of which is estimated by him at about 29 per cent. of the total cost at which it
can be landed in England. The effect of railway carriage on such an article
would be very important. In regard to grain, timber, hay, straw, firewood, &c.,
could these latter articles, by a judicious arrangement of the tariff, be brought
on to the rail, a fall of nearly 50 per cent. in the cost of transport could not fail
to increase greatly the demand, while it would necessarily extend the influence
of our local market in the direction of the railroad to districts now beyond its

,

reach.

53. To the well-known examples presented to us in the large increase of
traffic which has in every case followed the construction of railroads in Europe,
I shall only now refer as justifying the expectation, that traffic of various kinds,
now unknown, might be expected to follow the construction of this railway, in
the same manner that personal intercourse, on occasions when such had been
previously unthought of, has proved to be another invariable result. 1 shall
mention merely as an illustration of this, that hay of a very superior quality is
occasionally brought from North Arcot to Madras, at a cost of from 35 to 40

rupees per ton, while on the other hand, the refuse from this, the most populous

town in India, has not only not been applied to its proper purpose, that of
fertilizing the soil, but continues to the present moment a constant source of
discomfort and suffering to its inhabitants. ‘

Lastly, I would observe, that independent of any increase on the present
aggregate amount of traffic, the construction of a railroad, or of any improved
means of communication, must necessarily draw from competing lines a portion
of their traffic. There are even now certain lines of road which, though far

inferior in construction, do, during a great part of the year, compete with the -

high western road; the traffic upon these I have not taken into account, but
there can be no doubt that they would yield to the superior advantages offered
by a railroad.

54, We are thus, I think, clearly justified in anticipating an increase on the
present amount of traffic amply sufficient to cover, with the moderate charge
of one anna per ton per mile, every expense connected with the construction,
maintenance, and working of the proposed railway, if we could ensure that
traffic passing over it.

55. We are thus led to a ¢onsideration of the sufficiency of the proposed as
an experimental line, and the propriety of selecting Wallajahnuggur as its
terminus. Sixty-four miles would be considered a respectable length for a rail-
way in England, but as the commencement of a line destined to extend from
500 to 1,000 miles, it can only be considered, and must be expected, to operate
as a mere fragment. The disadvantages of a short and incomplete line of rail-
way are those which attach to all experiments made with imperfect instru-

*

A railway is incomplete so long as it fails to reach the source or sources of
its anticipated traffic. The annexed Table shows some of the principal products
constituting this traffic, the distance from Wallajahnuggur of the sources from
whence they are derived, and the saving which would be effected by the adoption
of the railway from that place.

The question is, then, whether the advantage here gained will be sufficient in-
ducement

The effects of a railway,
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ducement for the traders of Coimbatore, Salem, Mysore, Bellary, and Cuddapah
to establish agencies at Wallajahnuggur, and incur the risk and cost of tran-
shipment at that place; the greater, and in most cases the worst portion of the
journey having been accomplished, the rivers crossed, and only three days’
march on a good road remaining. Considering these circumstances, remember-
ing also the efforts that would be made by those interested to secure the load
for the native bandies the whole way, I am strongly impressed with the con-
viction that the line proposed to Wallajahnuggur would be found too short
either to furnish a satisfactory experiment, or to produce any marked improve-
ment in the state of the eountry. Another peculiar and unfavourable feature
in the proposed terminus is, that it falls short of two rivers, the Pooney and
the Palar, both unbridged, and both therefore remaining between the railway
and the great bulk of the traffic, very serious obstacles.

56. A complete line of railway, such as I have defined it, having Madras for
a terminus, and some port on the western coast or important town in the
heart of the peninsula for the other, would offer perhaps too costly a work to
be undertaken at first ; but we may at all events provide, in selecting a portion
to be carried out as an experiment, not only that the line is judiciously laid
down with reference to the existing state of commerce, but that the ratio which
its length bears to the distance between Madras and the sources of that com-
merce, is such as to justify us in expecting the people of the country will readily
avail themselves of it. I consider, therefore, that the proposed line should be
carried further ; and the only questions which remain are how far, and in which
direction.

57. The most important line, as far as the interests of the country or of Govern-
ment are concerned, is that from Madras to or towards Bellary, touching upon
North Arcot, Mysore, and Cuddapah, and having in view ultimate connexion with
the Bombay railways. Such a line, however, though indisputably the first in
importance to this Presidency, does not hold out as an experimental line, even
taken as a whole, still less if constructed only in part, such.good promise of
immediate results as another of less ultimate importance. I think the proposed
railway should be extended to Vaniambady, as the line upon which there is at
present the greatest amount of traffic, and one which, from the very favourable
circumstances under which it might be constructed and worked, is more likely
than any other in this Presidency to exhibit favourable results.

58. Sketch No. 2 shows the course and extent of this line, the chief towns
through or near which it passes, and the points at which the trafiic from remote
districts would fall into it. The question of the Cuddapah and Bellary traffic
taking advantage of it would remain nearly the same, except that a station at
Trivellum, the point of junction for the latter, would be six or seven miles west
of Wallajahnuggur, and on the right or western bank of the Pooney River.
With regard to the sugar of North Arcot, a pass which should, and probably
will under any circumstances, be opened near Sautgur, in lieu of that fallen
into disrepair (the old Nackinairg), would bring much if net the whole of the
sugar from the talooks above the Ghauts on to the railroad near Policondah,
100 miles from Madras, :

_59. The town of Vaniambady, described by the Collector of Salem as being on
the high road from Madras to Bangalore and Salem, a rich and thriving town,
closely inhabited ¢ it is on the bank of the Ponneear and Jonnapar rivers, is the
principal entrepdt of trade of this district.  Its population is given, in the samne
letter, as 6,078, with Amboorpettah ;" but Mr. Phillips has since favoured me
with a supplementary statement of the population of the suburbs, which raises
it to 8,000. 1 am inclined, however, to think this a low estimate of its present
condition, drawn probably from returns of not very recent date. [t will be seen
tRat this town is situated at a point where the traffic en the great trunk road

from Madras branches into two channels, towards Salem, Coimbatore, and

Malabar by the one road, the Mysore territories and Canara by the other.

60. % line of railway carried up to this point would possess the following
advantages. It would have a greater amount of trafic in proportion to its
extent, than any other line that could be selected in this Presidency. It would
be easier of construction, involving fewer works of magnitude than any line of
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Cheapness of con- equal length ; the bridges across the Pooney and the Palar being the only works
struction, of importance, and those attended with no difficulty and no expense that would
not be amply counterbalanced by the cheap rate at which the rest of the line
could be constructed, and by the greatly-increased importance which the rail-

way would derive from the passage of those two rivers, Although the earth-

work would be remarkably light, so favourable are the natural features of the

Light slopes. country, that the steepest slope throughout the whole line would probably not
Cheap in the exceed 16 feet in the mile, a peculiarity which materially affects the questions
working. - of the weight of rails and the size and power of engines, and is calculated to

exercise a most favourable influence on the cost of ‘working the line. It ma
Fall one way. be further noticed, as a remarkable feature in this project, that the fall, moderate
as it is, characterizes its whole length in that direction (viz. from west to east)

in which the tide of traffic runs at present, and in which it is likely to.

continue,

61. The traffic passing over each mile of this line will be found, even now,

to be not far below that on the shorter lLine ; while, as I shall presently show,
the longer line would

might therefore reasonably expect, the cost of
same, that the profits arising from it would
Appendix (G.)  would be so much more extend
lector of Salem, it appears th
Trichinopoly, Madura,
over this road. There cannot be the least doubt of the ten
terminating at Vaniambady to increase this traffic.
affect three entire districts beyond its terminus, besi
municate with Madras wholly by this road, and would probably draw a large
portion of their traffic with the Presidency into itself. I shall offer perhaps a
better illustration of the effects of a prolonged line, by referring to the move-
ment of troops and military stores. If the line be ma
We may calculate that the same number of troops whic
time annually passed over the western road will be conve
way, no more; extended to Vaniambady, the southe
comes within its influence ; and there can be little d

every barrel of powder would be sent from Madra
route.

be greater, while its usefulness
ed. From a passage in the letter from the Col-
at a considerable traffic between the districts of

dency of a railway
It would thus immediately

h have up to the present
yed in future by the rail-
rn division of the army
oubt that every man and

62. My reasons for concluding that the traffic per mile is now nearly as great
upon the whole as upon the shorter line, are, that by far the greater part of the
traffic which now passes over the road from Wallajahnuggur to Madras comes
from Vaniambady ; while there is over that portion which lies between the
latter place and Vellore, an additional amount, not far if at all short of that
which joins the present road at Wallajahnuggur from other channels,

:;{‘:)pozcd‘ling con-  G3. A railroad to \fan.iambady would thus consist of two portions, having
p;rfi (‘)’m‘.“o distinct o great amount of traffic in common, but each possessing some peculiar to itself.
That in common would be the trade bet

chinopoly, Dindigul and Madura, the Mysore territories and the Malabar
coast, with Madras. The portion of the line which lay. between Vellore and

adras would also have the trade between the latter place and North Arcot,
part of the Mysore country, Bellary, and Cuddapah ; while that between Vellore

and Vaniambady (48 miles in length) would facilitate the intercourse carried
on to some extent between the Western Districts and those of Chittore, Nellore,
Guntoor, and Cuddapah. ~ |

}’";ball;ilit_y ofthe ~ 64. It may be argued that the doubts already expressed regarding the
s?l:fn :;‘(‘lesl'; distant traffic passing on to a short line at Walla;

. jahnuggur would apply
Northern Districrg €421y with respect to that between Vaniambady and Vellore; and so they
Passing over this ~ Would if that were the only line;

but as the town of Vaniambady, under the
lige. influence of the longer line,

affording every facility for the custody or tranship
1t probable that the people

of the railway in their inte
saving of Ry, 2. 8. per t
goods.

ment of goods, I think
of Salem and Coimbatore would avail themselves

rcourse with the Northern Districts, by which a
on would be effected in the transport of their

65. As

exercise a far greater inflence on its amount ; and we
construction being relatively the-

and Dindigul, and the Presidency is even now carried

de to Wallajahnuggur,

s to Trichinopoly by this-

ween Coimbatore, Salem, part of Tri--

would become a large and important entrepét,

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY. 41

65. As regards passenger traffic, whether we consider the ser- Passengers: From Madras by pre-
). S S RIS

; veyance of troops and stores, or the sent road to
vants ().f Gov ernme)nt, thsl l(i?l?ty :1 t large, a line starting at Madras E;:ﬁ::lox?
convenience of the com iles on their road to Bangalore, Salem,  coinbatore
that would place them 130 mi es - and Shevaroy Hills, would, Caliput -
Coimbatore, Malabar, the Neilgherry an ‘ dation than  Ootacawund

?tllm (t dotll;t afford a greater amount of accommodation
withou s a g

any other line of equal length that could be selected.

: would derive additional importance
66. 4 line extgxl\ée{}of“: (1;?}ren11;1221)§ii Madras)Z a place whiYh fatt: (3'32(:1(4::
frgm e e ulation (that of Vellore having been late _s;teslg:a od at
V§ alla]ahnugﬁu'; ]};rpsolg'passes Arcot in military and poh?c‘ai ;11;11(;2 \ (?tls .
{’i?l’(())lgzoi)t’xlgn{’a;;ia;l)bady would form excellent positions 1ot I

? y p (§ atlon;‘ .
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. : o ) e w
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present time an India Pickford on the Arcot road, he would feel it to be nis inte-

rest to co-operate with the railway, and would at once become its feeder instead
of its competitor.

70. The observations I have made on the extent to which the native handies
might compete with the railway are based on the supposition that an opportunity
would be afforded them of entering into fair competition, carrying ton for ton,
on a clear stage. [ am at the same time quite aware that if a railway were once
established, circumstances might arise, or arrangements be made, that would,
once for all, drive the native carts off the field. If, for example, the Govern-
ment, as proprietors of the railway, were to carry by it the whole of the salt from
hence to a depdt in the interior, this alone would serve as @ discouragement to
the native bandies, compelling the drivers to raise their charge for carriage in the
opposite direction, and diminishing by so much their chance of employment.

71. Doubts have been entertained as to the extent which the natives of this
country are likely to avail themselves of the railroads as travellers. There nmay
be at first some difficulty in providing for the social distinctions and the domestic
habits peculiar to the people; but the difficulty will be overcome, and the ques-
tion will depend in this, as in every other country, upon the charges heing so
framed and such arrangements made as to place the railway within the reach of
the great mass of the People. We hear it said the natives do not know the
ys will teach them ; though it would be more
correct to say that time is to then of less value than it is in Europe, remembering
that it was of much less valye there in 1750 than it isnow. The natives of this
part of India, when duty, social or religious, calls them, will undertake journeys
that many Europeans would shrink from; but, though they are not wanting in

intelligent curiosity, travelling for its indulgence has been prohibited hitherto by
the numberless risks and difficulties attending it.

72. In the management of railways there are few points which require more
careful consideration than the tariffl. In most cases one uniform rate, whether
for passengers or goods, would be inadmissible. If the predominant feeling be a
defsu'e for extension of their heneficial influence among the people, the charges
ynll .be kept as low as possible. Where the work is the property of Government,
it will be its policy to effect this even, if necessary, by an annual charge on the
revenues of the country.* = A private company will Tower their rate of charges
until they arrive at a maximun, divided on their capital, but no further. )

7 3 The?e are two well-defined limits to a scale of charges on a railway. The
maximum is, that beyond which the road would come into unfavourable com-
petition with other existing means of transport ; the minimum, that within
which the unit of traffic will do no more than pay its own proper expenses.
These expenses are found by experience to be remarkably small; so that a rail-
road once established, it will be to its interest 5o 1o regulate the charges, whether
on passengers or goods (within the above limits), as to induce traders and
travellers of every description to avail themselves of it. Itis hardly probable that
there'wpuld be found any class of persons beyond absolute paupers, or any
description of goods that might not thus be conveyed by railroad with advantage

to bot_h parties, though the profits upon each class would necessarily vary
according to circumstances.

74. I have fixed on one anna per ton as maximum charge for goods. In some
cases, as for example, on the shorter traffic where the country carriage would
come mto competition, it might, perhaps, be found advantageous to reduce it

still lower. With respect to passengers, I would divide them into four classes (at
least), at the following rates, the fourth class to be conveyed by the goods train.
As. p.
Ist class - - - - 2 - per mile.
2d - - - -1 o=,
3d » - - - = - 6 13
4th - - - - = 2

2 It

¢ “For after we have ascertained the safet
charge, we may then have to w0 over the sub
charge, or one still lower, will most conduce
ment from the Chairman of

y of the undertaking with this highest practicable
ject again for the purpose of judging whether that
to the prosperity of the railway.”  Letter to Govern-
Bombay Ruilway Comuiittee, 13 October 1846.  Appendix (E).
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It will convey a better idea of the probable working of this scale if I add, that
the whole charge to Vaniambady and Vellore would be as follows :

To Vellore. To Vaniambady.

Class. Rs.  a. Rs. .
1st - - - 10 - - - - 16 -
2d - - - 5 - - - - 8 —
3d - - - 3 8 - - - 4 -
4th - - - - 12 - - - 1 5

75. The principles upon which our rgilwgty sl'lould be constructed have given
rise to some difference of opinion. T think it will be admitted as a general rule,
that our strength should be put forth as it 1s_requll‘€d, and no more. To"con-
struct any machine of a magnitude and capacity beyond tha‘t for which we can
find work, is to insure a certain amount of clear loss. The first thing to be
done in projecting a railway is to ascertain the nature and ampunt of wo‘rk h\k_ely
to be required of it; the next is to make such arrangements in the Cf)nbtl:ll(,;:l(gl
and subsequent maintenance of the work, that the whole z?npual chm' 15‘;}?’ 111(7111 -
ing interest on capital and working expenses, may be a mlnnpum.h ire;o u:
tion of this problem will determine every point connected with t el su ‘J(-(A ; a(.;
the question of single or double line, the character of the slopes, the size an
power of the engines, and the weight of rails.

76. ‘The Honourable Court have determined, for reasons given in their lbt‘t(‘%r
in the Financial Department, No. 27, 14th November 1849, that the hll(fbl in
Bengal shall be laid at once with a double way. It will be found, I thln!(, f;la(g
the same reasons will not hold good here. In the ﬁl:st placc, our (‘Stlll.ldtfa
traffic is much smaller, and moreover, the .cost of the rfuls, 111.stca.(l of f(})rmmg Ja
small portion of the capital required, constitutes on a single line more t 1f'u;) ())Il( -
half of the estimated cost of the railway proper. There would thus be ax;
addition of 50 per cent. to the first outlay, and to the annual 1nte1'estlclla11'g(ff
on the traffic, with the certainty either that Government must bear that 953,
or that to meet the additional burden a higher scale of charges must be esta-
blished, greatly to the prejudice of the interests of the country, probably also to
the cause of railway extension.

77. It must be remembered that in a single linc we possess a w<3rk having all
the important characteristics of a railway; all that distinguishes it, and
renders it so far superior to other yet discovered modes of transport. We have
the iron road, the easy slope, the means of applying steam power. The question
of single or double line is one of quantity, not quality of accommodation, and
ought in reason to be made dependent on the amount of traffic.

78. We see that the whole of the present traffic on this road, although in all
probability sufficient even now to render it a paying line, might be con.veyed by
one train each way daily ; such trains as travel ponstantly on the English roads.
I propose two lighter trains each way. What difficulty or dgnge\r can there be
in working such a line, though single, with the necessary sidings ?

There is much connected with the management of railroads in Englfmd that
we should endeavour to forget, or remember only to avoid, when applying them
to a country so differently circumstanced as this. There a railroad is assocmtefl
in men’s minds with frequent trains, high spee.d, €enormous loads, express-
trains running down the first-class, and these again driving the goods trains at
the rate of 30 miles an hour before them.

It is forgotten, too, that the present state of things, even in England, is now:
very different from what it was when first these roads gave their impulse to trad(r,
and commerce. The following statement, which I have e)'ttracted from a very
valuable report by a committee of which Captain Mark Huish was chairman, ﬁn
1849, shows the extent to which business has increased on some of the
principal lines. '
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LIVERFOOL AND “ .
GRAND JUNCTION. LONDON .

|

i MANCHESTER. AND BIRMINGHAM.
> | - ’
: 1831, l 1848. 1837, 1848, 1837, | 1848.
‘,,,,,_,_,,__,, e P R _ —_— - . R - [ e
Numberof trains to and {
from principal ter- |
ninus or station in |
24 hours - - 26 00 14 . 38 19 : 44
|
i

t

Average weight of en- Lons, Cwe. i Tons. Cwt. | Tons. Cwt. | Tons. Cut, Tons, Cwt. Tons. Cwt.

gines - - i 7 g ; R A B T A T A O P R TR
, i
Average speed of goods | Miles per Hozgr. Miles per Hour. Miles per Hour.
e L T 17 19y 16§ 20
| |
i I
Average  weight  of | Tons. l Tons. Tuns. ' Tons. Tons. Tons.
goods trains, with E I ! |
engines and tender - | 32 126 133 176 124 160
| |

79. There can be little doubt that any one hitherto accustomed to such things
as these, would be astonished at g proposition to work a railroad each way on
alterpate days. Nevertheless, there would be nothing unreasonable in proposing
such a system here, were it considered in any degree conducive to safety ; nor
will there be found a man among us to deny that trains for goods and passengers
travelling at the rate of 10 and 20 miles an hour respectively, arriving from
Vapuupbady one day and returning the next, would exhibit an unprecedented
stride in the way of improvement. I would therefore earnestly deprecate the
laying down the double line till we have tried the single. 1 would say to a
rallwgy company, If you can afford a second line, you would better consult your
own Interest, and those of the country, by putting it down in continuation of the
present single way, or forming another line in connexion with it. A bﬁdg‘e of
I5 feet wide from bank to bank is better than one of 30 half way across. |
should say, therefore, that the wisest plan would be to content ourselves wiéh a
single line until the whole of the principal railways in this part of India have
been completed, or until actual experience has in any case shown its insufficienc
I would apply the same line of argument in determining the weight of 031,1:
rails, remembering that if the heavier and more cost

. ly have the advantace of

lasting longer, they also impose from the first an addition, / iy
, )  firs additional ann ha

work, in the shape of interest, ual charge on the

80. The question of speed has also led to some discussion.

et ¢ There can be but
one opinion as to the propriety of our adopting the higher rates of speed which

have been introduced (and it is believed at a positive loss) on many of the prin-
cipal lines in England; but we need not run into the opposite extreme, or
propose to construct our lines upon such a refined system of economy as to
render the:r.x unsuited to a higher speed than 10 or 12 miles an hour. Kept
w_lthlp the limits of safet)};, speed is a mere question of expense, and, up to 20 or
25 miles, not one of much importance ; but the railway once co’nstru,cted should
bp capa!)le. of bearing any speed required, and paid for, within the ﬁr;t men-
tioned limits. My own impression is, that it will be chiefly as an improvement
on the means of personal communication that railways will affect this country
whether in its social intercourse, its commerciul and manufacturing prosperity,
or in the development of its agricultural resources, & PIOSPERY

81. A reduction of 10 pice per ton per mile in the carriage of goods will
doubtliss do much ; the provision made for their safe and spee(cly transport will
do perhaps wore; but it will be by inducing the inhabitants of the several
districts and provinces to mix freely and become acquainted with each other,
by their operation, in fact, upon.the. national nind, that railways will realize our
highest expectations. Our territories in this part of India consist of districts
differing widely in climate, soil, and natural products ; peopled by classes of

men

. in this case clearly the interest of Governinen
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men also differing in language, manners, and creeds ; knowing, and contented to
know, nothing of each other.

82. There is no doubt that the present imperfect means qf communication
have the effect also of preventing a fxipore general application of E}Lropevan
capital and agency in this country, an e -e.ct much to be regretted, for w e;re:ier
Europeans of intelligence and respectability have settled, they have exercised a
marked influence for good. We might expect, as a consequence ot: the mtri)d.
duction of railways, that the enterprize and capital of our coun{r) merll wou
find their way more generally into the interior, and that the men t.lems(;‘ V«is, n((i
longer deterred by distance and the difficulties attendant on an nnp(lalr ec a111
expensive mode of communication with the coast, would settle among t ‘{: people,
would make common cause with them, would learn something of their character,
their pursuits, and the difficulties with whi(}h they have. toﬁ coyr.ltend‘; 1)01£tsvecl).rt
which most Europeans not connected with the public service z;:e n:)1 g hI)
ignorant. The results of such intercourse could not but prove in the end highly

favourable to the best interests of this country.

83. This line of railway will, if undertaken, be considered asan exll)el'tlglel}t, a(r)li
if the further progress of these works is to depend upo'n 1t§ rets:sudt, It :Q:IT& "
tance of carrying out the experiment fairly cannot be over-estimate L Success,
as well as the degree of satisfaction to be derived from its result, 1epﬁn ' 'lxlva
the work being executed with the utmost regard to economy, anc tTei ;Z;Iures{
subsequently managed with the same scrupulous care and integr ltt.‘- ] -:tin the
guarantee for a fair experiment will be found in the Gover’}men lf k:u, lg‘ilted
work by its own servants; and the interests of the people will be 1 S (lo'ltk own
by the same authority either retaining the management en?ug) . 1irsl that
hands, or at all events securing the exercise of a decided influence

. Imanagement.

84. Such is the state of society here, and such the position ofdhgvtlerr‘lllélc.txlllt;
that no public work of this nature can be succ?ssfully prosecute’c ‘ma“;ositi(ni
active support of the local authorities. Not only is the Government in 1 llym to
to carry out these works with a greater degree of facility and (flchnolx)llly thz;t tile)i
private individual or company, but if it be, as 1t seems, most ?51:a ) lf interes’gs
should be executed and brought into operation with a smgl? ey k(; (f)‘ eletheir ests
of the country, none are so likely thus to view them as those who f' heir ot
personal interests identified with their success as wyorks of nationa (111.11‘1 T 01:
Experience has shown that there may be In Prn*ate companies ‘ 39:0 s o
managers possessed of an amount of shares sufficient, as 1t 1s s]uppoxtat , t0 en st
their services on behalf of the work itself, who may, neve.:rthe.essl, aﬁaL*t el
greater importance and devote much more of their attent':mp to t E;e ue ::ce ous
of the share market than to the ultimate success of the rallwz.xy. ’ blxpfuihe  has
also shown that the state of society in this country 1s unfawgum e to

cessful working of such companies.

85. The terms granted in Bengal and Bombay, and SOI“-:l?Sd he(all (;,hzu e)lfylllllifgli
remarkable for the guarantee of five per cent. on the (:a.pllt4 ) illgn e ér el
conceded to the railway company of surrendering the.t‘unl(‘er a:vovi%i et & thz
six months’ notice to the East India Company. It 13 a s_oegd rided that the
Government should have the power, when the dm.de}} ste.t\}(;é d 10 It)l er cent to
demand a reduction in the scale of charges; but it s la e o dividonds
mined that such interference should not really take place u v
have reached 12 or 13 per cent.

. g 5 t to
86. I should hope that in this Presidency the Gm' er(;utne'ntto liyl-ll?zlltte;iilg e
make the first railway experimental in another sense, an . 1‘2) b By the above
people may be benefited by making the line & natil"olrllfl N the. couhtl‘)" while,
conditions, it seems that the risk of ultimate failure falls OI:;ino'/to five or six per
on the oth,er hand, should it prove successfu.l, a tax, an}mtl‘n S% eholders in the
cent. on the capital invested, will be levie(.l in favour o tﬁ)e ey intercst. of
shape of tolls, beyond that which is required to meetr ~ fend can znly be rea-
that capital. It appears at first sight that such a divie

solc incurred ; and it would appear also
T e e Intere for the risk mt to raise the money, and take the

; 1
work into its own hands. It is, at all events, d‘:;g({xi':tlelre;1(1:0uglrf?trsti}:stl)‘;s;l};ﬁi‘;l\f,
.exercise a very strict supervision of works execu 1 Y to

a
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to be thrown upon its hands if they prove (from whatever cause) failures; and

destined, if successful, to lay a burden on the traffic proportioned to the cost of
their original construction.

87. With a Board of directors seated in London, and all the chief executive
officers appointed from thence, it is to be feared that the control exercised by a
Government officer would be little more than nominal, or if called into active
exercise would prove in too many cases a source of dissatisfaction and embarrass-
ment. Under such circumstances, every question relating to the amount of
expenditure, or to the proceedings of individual servants of the company, would
become the subject of reference home; and it seems not too much to prog-
nosticate that arrangements of this nature, for the exercise of authority on the
part of Government, would become ahmost if not altogether inoperative.

88. With the exception of the rails and ~ngines, with which we should in the
first instance be provided from Englaad, tliere is none but the most common-
place work to be met with on the proposed line. This railway might thus be
constructed and worked by means within our reach, with this one exception,
that we should at first require men accustomed to the locomotive department
from home. In a very short time we should be independent even of these, and
find among Indo-British and natives, substitutes fully equal to the performance
of those duties, and better able to bear unavoidable exposure to the sun.

_89. In the event of this work being carried out, the question will arise in what
direction our next line shall proceed, whether towards Bellary, Bangalore, or
Salgm. There can be no doubt of the practicability of laying down a railway
to either of these places, nor is any difficulty to be apprehended in selecting the
best. line in one direction, that of Salem; but a very careful examination of the
chain of ghauts from Naggery to Sholaghérry would be necessary before we can
determine in a satisfactory manner the best line in the other cases. I have
ascertained, by personal observation, that there would be no difficulty in carrying
a line up to the foot of the Palmanair Pass (Mooglie); but I would not hastily
assume that this, though the best and casiest of the ordinary passes, is the most
favoprable for a railway; nor do 1l see any reason to doubt the possibility of
passing up those ghauts by a line practicable for locomotive engines.

90. In copsidering the propriety of sanctioning under the above circumstances
th.e longer line, it will be sufficiently near the truth if we assume that the capital
will be. double that required for the shorter line to Wallajahnuggur. The dis-
tapce in the one case would be about 130 miles ; in the other 64. The two
bnc.lges on the extended line would add from 120,000 to 150,000 rupees to the
entire cost; but the expense attendant on stations and stock would be relatively
less. The first cost, estimated for the shorter line in round numbers at 22 lacs
of rupees, or 220,000 L., would thus for the other he 440,000/ The plans and
estlmate:s whxcl} I shall have the honour of submitting shortly, will be confined to
the projected line to Wallajahnuggur. Should the Government, after weighing
the above state}nents, consider it desirable that plans and estimates should be
prepared for a line to Vaniambady, it can be soon done, and at a very small cost.

91 In cor}clusiQn, I must apologize for the very great, and I fear inconvenient
length to which this Report has extended. We are not yet very familiar in this

country with the consideration of such questions; the subject is one of such vital
importance to the people of India, that I considered not only that it demanded
most careful consideration in all its bearings on my part, but that I should do well
to submit the information I have received in the most detailed form, in order
that Government might have the means of judging of the sufficiency of the data

upon which I have based my calculations, and the soundness of the conclusions.

at which I have arrived.

I have, &c.,
(signed) T. T. Pears,

Madras, 5 March 1851. Major, Engineers.
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APPENDIX.

. Appendix (AY)

Madras, 30 October 1850.
Sir,

¢ i ichar not been
[ raD the honour to receive your letter of the 30th u]tpno, to Whlc}(l)c‘;eli?(:z 1\(35 oopics of
earlier sent, as I wished to ascertain whether you could he put mﬂp }aai;vav o R ee in
certain pla;)s and surveys, the originals of which were sent to the raiiwd}
London in the month of May last.

urnj i ies having
I am sony to find that I cannot at present ‘lurmsh y(_)tut wn‘;:aslhrees(;,]e::edcoge:end g
1 1 1 on committee 8 §
been retained in this country; but as the Londo ' s ¥
copies, it is hoped that these may be shortly available for your service.

inted ‘ich contains the pro-

Meanwhile, however, I beg to forward to you 2 printed pam?hlet,(\lxlll;c‘llt{;g\r:)t?ln’?lt}; o‘lder

ceedings of this committee, and the reports and esﬁllmates pob?ffsste 3 s)‘%mith and Collyer,
reports and surveys of Captain Worster, Colonel Cutton, and Captains &

i) i i YOIS.
1t s presumed you will obtain from the Government rej

+ projected In
I would beg to observe, that the railway contemplated by thel C?ppagin?lﬁsgrzs ]to
London, and which is represented by the Madras committee, is the line
Wallajahnuggur.
7 I have, &c. ‘ ‘
1g J. hterlony, Honoray Secretary,
Major Pears, c. B (rignec) Oue Mjflidms Railway €ommittee.
Major Pears, c. B.

Appendix (B.)

Si ° Madras, 26 November 1850.
Sir,

ire of the
IN reply to your letter of the 15th instant, I have.the 11;9m:uir|,\ slye v:i?:n:) O e
Madras railway committee, to inform you that the immediate objec in view ie 0t may
Madras and Wallajahnuggur by a railway, and that tl‘lle comntutt:ee(é;)izm o the
prove to be the shortest and cheapest line will be the most exp
object.
1 have, &c. '
(signed) " J. Ouchterlony, Honorary Secretary,

Madras Railway Comamittee.
Major Pears, C. B.

Appendix (C.)

; ! . B., Engineers.
From .J. A Huddleston, Esqg., Collector of Madras, to Major 7. T. Pears, ¢. B g

Madras, 23 Dec§n6bel- éS()?. .
Sir : : £ your letter ot the 19th October 1ast,

. HM,VE the honour to_acknowledg: the r_ecenpt ° inected with the land trade of this
requesting to be furnished with certain partlculurs co

Presidency. . N <o complete of
2. T regret that the information I am able to aﬁb?d o té)ié;l:.)e:‘;:) ‘f?urr;gle:(t)h:l)\ tlhc year

satisfacmnsv as 1 could wish, the records on 1his su?}(;]ct]ex ending

1844, when the customs and town duties were abo l? ed. . " 4 into Madrae
3. The following entries show the declared valugtlone?‘ishfri%%izgln;gzl‘;-e ’

or upon which duty was paid during each of the five years | !

F 4 1.—ImpoRrT8
545
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- ,
. i Piece in. | Cotton. | Indigo. Betel. Vut. _
ﬁclzjiz{tﬂlé;laorts I.—Isports nv Laxo. YEARS i Gooas. | 7" T m gl i W e o ' Lot
&c. | |
! Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ras. Rs. Rs. J Ras.
_— s 1. Extent of Trade. Rs. 1888-39 - - - } 27,60,384 | 14,23,743 | 2,33,100 1085249 | 1,20,716 | 2,36,841 | 5984006 | 1,11,466 | 3,33,140 | 7340
o -3 - - - - - . - - 75,18,635 1830-60 - - - | 2062404 | 956012 | 2,32,855 | 23,24.070 | L17,713 | 2,80,782 | 3,80,345 | 1,26,000 | 3,45,600 | 1088
9-40 - - - - - - - - 85,50,598 1840-41 - - = ! 2791734 | 507,565 221,320 | 1587,461 | L1021 | 292,242 | 504709 | 1,65280 | 3,32,084 ' 85,50
1840-41 -~ - - . . . . . 333338 184142 - - - ! 23,96,727 | 4,48,933 : 7,14,120 | 30,32,512 | 81,088 | 263682 | 415760 | 204800 | 453,043  1,6076
1841-42 - - - - . - . 919668 184945 - - - -|23901716 | 653,006 | 640600 | 32,58,503 | 7413 | 284051 | 541,550 | 261,080 | 320704 1,23,34
,20,686 e 153, ! 4
1842-43 - - - - . - 96,52,266 | |
7. The foregoing two articles form the chief staple productions of the country, both raw
‘ and manufactured, of which this branch of the inland traffic is composed. The rest of the
+4,25,81,523 import trade during the period under consideration was made up of articles of a miscel-
lansous character, such as redwood, &c., which being comparatively of trifling value do
Average - - - . . _ Rs. 851 6,304 not call for further notice.
The aver T . Conveyance.
actul:; &vv:ll:egeo\;_alzgeltoml(l)h:e .S:e“ 1;5 dRs. 85’16’304;1 It may fairly be suppesed that the 1. Modeof ’
: . ) 1mported was considerably higher, and ti : y . 1 i
und ] S porte y higher, and the amount has ; of the Presidency is
oubtedly increased since the abolition of the transit duties. carsr.i efltol: bon]y r;gce(s;atrge '2:) s}dﬁ),v z};ﬁs t::del;)l:ﬁ'gcixgland commerce Y
y means .
2. Principal Marts,
4. Darine s nl .. IIL.—Exrort BY LAND.
additions,"\‘ygastgﬁ y?iac]s 1?32;;@ noted, the entire import trade of Madras, with some few :
Statemert, pp y the following districts, in the proportions given in the annexed 1. Eatent of Trade.
B ] 9. With respect to the question of exports from Madras by land, I' regrett to tsr:;)cfttltn}z;:
i — S \ the records of my office supply very insuiﬁcient'data. H 41 am em}bled, how ever,t oefxd o trade
DISTRICTS. | 1833-39.  1830-40. 1840-41. 1841-42. 181243 following entries, which may prove of some utility, from the printed statements of the ir
» \ ’ © g Aodimes A= Ee of Madras, which were fumisﬁed by this office to the collector of sea customs.
* ' R ‘ Rs.
. ; Us. Rs. Bs. | Rs Rs.
Masulipatam = - . 140740 ! ' Amount of exports in 1836-37 - - - - 1973209
- 142, 6 1,337,929 ¢ 1,58,953 | 4,77,192 1,753,100 - 13,67,325
Guntoor - i | 1 ” ” 1ad0-41 ) ) ) s
- - 2 . :
. o 2,20,295 2,37,325 1,44 700 1 2,77,492 1,94,744 »» »”» 1841-42 - - - - 12,45,350
Nellore - - _ . |
| 8,35,340 9,18,691 7,57,083 ©  8,36,085 9,80,527 .
Cuddapah " | ‘ ief M
. _ - . 5 . aris.
3 l TOLET 14,25410 | 13,15,736  18,71,170 | 25,43,357 2. Chief :
ellary - - - 1 ‘ ‘ : . . is tr helow.
y =1 L,02783 0 1,01,871 i 2,21,102 479,248 | 2,81,676 10. The countries that formed the principal marts for this traffic sre enomernted
North Arcot - - -l 1650616 1 ‘ ) R - |
100,616 17,49,060 | 13,15,736  19,15,494 | 18,48,995 |
Chingleput . ) i , o ) ) t ‘ 1836-37. = 1840-41. 1841-42,
A0651 | 7,52,955 | 6,85,054 | 7,95,869  7,50,386
South Arcot - - .| 5 . |
11,93,651 | 12,52,440 | 6,81,640 | 13,82,825 11,58,921 Rs Rs | Rs
Coimbatore - - ; E . '
1,565,520 | 1,16,801 | 2,06,266 | 1,22,186  1,14,160 Mysote - - - - -~ - = 237,166 2,61,121 2,217,099
Madura - l
- - - o ' R
< »04748 | 118,116 1,02,363 | 2,71,900  2,91,538 Nizam’s Dominions - - - - -] 130118 82,156 69,744
alem - - - o ~ [
L 685,126 | 7,890,861 | 7,81,247 | 7,18,357  8,33,033 North Arcot - - - - - -} 814622 | 250,179 IR RZREL
Madras - - . _| 4,05,05 ‘ 1,43,420
B 5,059 | 4,10,119 l 3,74,569 | 2,83,280  2,83,242 Bellary - - < -~ - - - 2,65,051 1,10,303 »43,
- 2543357 5. It will have been observed hat b. . Masulipatam - - - - - - §6,339, 89,714 27,854
- 1848995 to the distri ) served, that by far the greater port f this tr i fined v
T s e districts of Cuddapah, N oy At e greater portion of this traffic 1s confine - - 90 26,736 35,509
- 9,80.597 '216 aggregate value of ﬂ’f)(:il"im(;l;:‘tsA}gftl’si?)uth Arcot, Nellore, Salem, and Chingleput. Cuddapah =TT 63,8 ,
N g’gg’gg? 5. 81,60,000, or thereabouts, 2-43, the last year in our accounts, being Chingleput 1,05,375 91,533 35,597
N 21,380 - - - - - - ’
40
81,15,119 S R Bt 8007 0
——— 3. Nature of the Trade. South Areot o ,
6. The subjoined stat.ement indicates th Tanjore - - - - - - - 2,61,482 1,33,064 ‘ 1,02,867
. . 1 . : . . . .
merce imported during the five ys;:sutn; relative valuation of the chief articles of com- 2,707 54,011 81,853
formed of the nature of the import trade of ;'!'a:ﬁ‘;l:w, from which a general idea may be Salem - - - - - = 7 % ’ i
11. Frem



Mysore - 2,37,166
Nizam - 1,30,181
North Arcot, 3,14,622
SouthArcot, 1,33,386
Bellary - 2,65,051
Tanjore - 2,61,482

15,41,875

50 CORRESPONDENCE, &c., RELATING TO

11 From the foregoing figures it will be observed, that the export trade by land is con

ﬁne(fchieﬂy to the countries noted in the margin, value in 1836-37 aggregating to 15,41,875
rupees.

3. Nature of the Trade.

12. The articles forming the commerce with these count
such as drugs, metals, oils, oilman’s stores, piece goods of Briti
both of cotton and silk ; spices, timber, &c.

ries are of a varied nature,
sh and country manufacture,

Those occupying the largest portion of the trade may be

seen from the following
Statement ;

YEARS, Piece Gooda. Liquors. Cotton Twist.
Rs. Rs, Rs.
1836~37 - - - - 1,52,737 2,96,724 3,99,774
1840-41 - - - - 2,738,506 1,32,262 1,03,779
1841-42 - - - . 3,14,349 81,646 94,583
IIL—S8ALT TRaDE.
d 1:};80" the subject of salt, my information ig limited to the transactions at the Madras
epots. .

1. General Trade,

'dM. It is not in m power to give any details connected with the salt trade of this Pre-
sidency generally ; out I believe that the entire revenye derived by Government from the
monopoly of this article may be estimated in round numbers at 50,00,000 rupees.

15. It is hardly pooessary to observe, that the manufacture and sale are conducted at
all the maritime districts under this Presi

dency ; the monopol rice being 120 rupees per

garce, or one rupee per Indian maund, 7 PoYP i ey

16. The surplus over the Quantity required

sold for the inland trade and when conveyed into the interior the price to the consumer
rises above the rate prevailing at the

' lace of manufacture, in pro ortion to the distance of
the various markets from a maritime (}i)istrict. T PToP

2. Madras Trade.

1. Extent.

17. The amount of salt exported b
be estimated at from 2,500
3,60,000,

y land from Madras ig annually increasing, and may
to 3,000 garce, the valye In rupees being from 3 lacs to

2. Inland Sales.

Chief Depéts, Fusly 1260.

Average Selling Price for Home Consumption.

Maximum ; -
166 10 8 per garce.

18. The saleg
period the entire
the consumption o

fellowing statement
years ¥

J Minimum :
133 5 4 per garce.

at quras for inland consumption date only from 1847, prior to which

vantity manufactured at the pans of this collectorate was set apart for
the town and suburbs, and for exportation by sea to Calcutta. The
.shows the extent of salt-export trade from Madras for the last four

* A small quantit of gal : .
average valug " theythens‘:n to nv;;z 1axmumlly sold for inland consumption up to the year 1823; but the

¥ price, 75 rupees the garce, did not exceed 20,000 rupees,

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPAXY. 51
» |
1847. 1848, | 18409. 1850,
G. m. m. G. m m,
G. m m. G. m m,
Chingleput - - 215 290 - 170 100 - 317 173 - }gg 223 -
Chittoor - - 287 183 2% 150 50 -~ 256 50 - 53 260
Salem - - . 187 10 - 58 50 - 42 lig - 0 210
Coimbatore - - 24 370 - 2 303 - 2 5 220
Verdachellum - - 11 270 - 1870 - 3 2
Trichinopoly - - 5120 - — )
C::;d:;)oa‘;loy - - 36 320 - 7 230 - 21 g;g - 13 :gg 5
Bugore ! 313 | 730 90 - 443 380 - 337 17, 5
- - 961 330 -
lle‘lﬁizior—e - - 552 70 -— 389 220 - 1,534 380 - 1,769 104
Total Garces - | 2,284 273 2§ | 1,610 210 - 2,626 200 ,~ | 2,538 230~ -

Indian Maunds - 274,162 181,263 315,180 304,629

in this article is chiefly directed towards Chin-

. i b that the traffic in this article is chiefly ] to
glell?“t,lg\’z;ltlhtgl:zot? ga::galore, and Mysore; the two latter being the principal marts of
the salt exported from Madras. \‘ 2.1 E

3. Means of Trausit, Route pursued, and Hire of Conveyance.

20. The means of transit adopted by the traders in this artgcle fare, Zsoi::lo (::(l)let;::::fs’
common carts and bullocks. The former are capable of cai'rymg tro;n Indian meunds),
(9 10 12 Indian maunds), and the latter from 4 to 6 marcals (1} (:l ‘gchieﬁ by Poona-
according to the size and strength of the animals. _ The route pursue ‘z of th}irs -zrticle to
mallee, through North Arcot , and the time occupied in thfe colllzety':‘;; rupees.*

ysore is on an average 16 days, the hire for a cart being from pe

21. Whether, therefore, we consider the saving of. time, expense, and c:)f; vzﬁztagd;‘.go;lﬁ
trader, the probable cheapness of this necessary of life to the ci)nsuu;er, e additional
security it would afford to the interests of Government, thelvabue of a t::i y
cation, viewed with reference to this article alone, can scarcely be overrated.

IV.—ConsuMpTiON OF MADRAS.

22. I have no means of ascertaining the annual consumption of the
principal articles of traffic within the %imits of Madras, blut as :; g:nezzl
idea, that consumption may be estimated at about 50 ft}ci ot rdpeex-,
this result being obtained by deducting the total valllxlebo the l‘; lfmd )
Ported from Madras from the quantity imported both by sea un ’
the details of this calculation being seen in the margin.

Total Imports -
» Exports -

V.—SaLt Fisa TuaDE.

: i t carried on

23. I am unable to state to what extent a trade mhsalt ﬁlsl}:ltslso?tlegl:fesl;, shows that

between Madras and the other districts. An entry in t de égfr? Madras, which was chiefly
about 1,400 rupees worth of this article was exporte : » .

consumed in Mysore, Bellary, North Arcot, and Tanjore.

Y COMMUNICATIONS.
VI.—ConcrLusion. THE ADVANTAGE oF RAlLwa b

f your letter under acknowledgment,

24. With reference to the concluding paragraPh othe probable effects of the establish-

it is hardly necessary to observe that, in my opi{lion;_ oe of the trade
ment of rg’ilway corr?munications witl’l the ‘interior will be to the advantag

» ; while, from the statis-
and general prosperity of the town and neighbourhood of Madras ,l;’:ﬂe; a:othat the con-
tical data given above of the inland trade of this Presidency, it wl;lla’aﬁ?nug gur has been
templated experimental line to be laid down from Madras to 3]

Judiciously seiected in a commercial point of view.

I have, &c.
(signed)  J. A. Hudleston,

Collector.
Madras, 23 December 1850. \/

* The trade of Mysore is not carried on by means of hired bullocks.

= ——

For 184041 :

.
Pare 111
Official Reports,
&e.

280 Y4
R

- 2,01,00,783

- 1,48,25,820
52,74,963
————
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CORRESPONDENCE, &¢., RELATING TO

STATEMENT showing the IMporTs and Exrorts to and from Madras Port b;r
P - b

1838-39
1839-40
1840-41
1841-42
184243
1843-44
1844-45
1845-46
1846-47
184748

‘Total Imports i !
by Sea Total Imports Tota) Imports | Grand Total J

Appendix ( F.)

Laxp and Ska, for 11 Years,

| ; : - e

: Total Export:
POt Total Exports

l
. Forcie by Sea by Sea : Tot
YEARS. - fmmalx;?l, clen from Sub- i by Land, ‘ of Imports, “r‘ to Foreign to sb{) Ssz? 'Total Imports obal Exports | Grand Total
| Home Ports, ord‘mate Ports,‘f exclusive of {‘ exclusive | i and uP;):t smnte Re-exported y Land, of Exports,.
:XTCIHSive 0;' X;::;;ie il Treasure. ! of Treasur t gi):lui?xs’ exclnsive, of excluaive of | exclusive of
_ of Treasure, ! ¢ e'[ | of Treasure,  Trcasure. by Sea. Treasure. Treasure.
, R T e e e —
Val. Rupees.| Val, Ry ’ : N .
« ftupees. | Val. Rupees. | Val, R . Val. R '
R ‘ 65,714,531 | 498,000 - upees. || Val. Rupees. Val. Rupees. | Val. Rupees. | Va, Rupees. | Val. Rupees:
’f 34 %y ,8Y, 75,18,630 } 1,90,82,766 62,60,378 1 7,60’875 - nope - 14,71,938 84,83,101
T 17224004 | 4658123 | 85,50 ! - L
S , 598 | 2,0432725 || 87
- | o ‘ | P 20,808 | 7,07,097 » 13,67,859 | 1,07,95,664
| MBI | 2683970 | 7955398 | 18511619 || 6479165 | g
o | 179 [ 846,379 » 13,67,325 86,02,860
- A7,191 | 40,81,285 | 946,686 | 1,98,05,762 || 83,61,001 6
- | 5601140 | 43 ' ! o 140,458 » 12,45,350 | 1,02,46,939
,01, 08,582 | 96,562,266 | 1,95,61,088 80,10,280 6,268,794
e | 128, » 13,41,240 99,80,314
‘ - ~1- - ~ | not printed. | — — —
- 110068340 | 3916946 (. . _| ' B B B
| " ’ 1 - .! T - - 110385661 | 680,605 — - -
-| 8043849 | 3193418 . . _| '
" 143, »93,418 ‘l - ; - - -|| 73,609,008 ' 8,61,211 — — —
-| 8388587 | 3347855 |. :
| o5a840 | 26,’9 ! - .‘ - - - 68,17,719 11,53,348 — _— —_
-8, ! 7484 . L '
’ i ’ ' I - i 44,88,864 4,35,650 16,85,029 - _

1848-49

| 7785979 } 3188204 - . _i_.

e ‘ Sl 4292858 1 12,00,573 1,79,108 —_ —_
T erem— -

(signed) T. T. Pears,
Railway Commissioner.

Appendix (G.)

From H. p, I
D Phillips, Esq., Collector of Salem, to Major T. T. Pears, ¢.5.. En ineers
Madras. ’ » B0g r

Sir, Salem District, Yathapoor, Collector’s Cutcherry,
. _ 30 January 1851.

€ mntormation requested in your ¢ icati d

o ns) r diny ommunication date

g 10 express regret that it has not been in my power to furnich it at an

1. I HAvVE the honour i
t . a
24th October, and b expenomit th

earlier period.

2. The present i
population o istrict i
447,677 total, 941,};44. f the Salem district is reckoned at, males, 494,267 ; females,
" ea. Th}? revenue drawn from this collectorate
authorities at Madras, was, for the F
Rs. 19,13 316, 9, o ,

, as shown in 'the accounts last submitted to
usly year ending on the 11th July 1850,

4. [ enter below the '
poralueier b > names of the cusbahs and large towns of the district, with taeir

\ﬁ_k ————— [

—_— . 17 -
T — lﬂ;;fg Population.
1. Salem - ‘ ‘
. - - 2’ 2. -

Y {E,a‘zepoor T B 1 ,},a.‘ha.POOP - - -l 1370

o 1 amgherrypettah - ' ’ 114 !‘lchmgode - - - 3.738
4. Namcu] - - - - ] 1,971 I 14, Darampoory - - - 4.415
5. Thathiengarpettah . .+ 3300 1116, Paleode- ~ . - | o'463
6. Moraputt§: . . " ;’Sgg JI 17. Kistnagherry - - - 3:273
7. Saynt! T 8,2 { 18. Cau a -

8. a);rllo:,:"junga_l"m o 4,316 || 9, Trip:m;futmu? - - 3’223
9. Abtoor - . 1 1| L33 I Vaniembaddy, with Am-y |
10. Yadapaddy . . ’ 5,019 “7"1_ boepettah - -7 6,078
11. Pullepolliem - 1,919 21. Denkencottah - - 5081
12 Senke}:'r d - 375 22. Ossoor - . ’

< y l'oog - - 1,351 : - - 5,401
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5. Salem.—The situation of the above town is understated; is in a flat, open, but rocky
country, with a small river passing through it; the Shevaroy Hills being distant five miles.

Raizepoor— Namgherrypettah.—Partially encircled by hills, in an undulating plain.

Namcul.—Towards the west of the Collymally Hills; a partially rocky, flat country.

Thathiengarpetiah.—In a rocky plain, about 16 miles from the main road, between Salem
and Trichinopoly, near the Collymally Hills, from which various agricultural productions
are brought down, and exported to Trichinopoly.

Moraputty—A small place near the above.

Saynthamungalum.—Seven miles from the road on the Trichinopoly side of Namcul; also
near the Collymally Hills.

Vayloor.—Twenty miles from the road, on the bank of the Cauvery, by which certain
local produce, chiefly paddy, is carried on basket boats to Trichinopoly.

A htoor.—On the high road frem Salem to Cuddalore and Madras, a river passing close
to it, 31 miles from Salem and about 80 from Cuddalore; a very fair traflic 1s carried on

here in iron. Stony country, near a range of hills.
Yadapuddy.—In a flat, open country, 20 miles from Salem, and 10 miles from the road

between Salem and Coimbatore ; of little importance, .
Pullepolliem.—On the bank of the Cauvery, and on the road from Salem to Coimbatore ;
from the former of which it is 35 miles distant; a sandy soil with stones; rather undulating

plain. ] . .
Senkerrydroog.—On the Coimbatore road, 24 miles from Salem, in an undulating, rocky

plain,
Yathapoor —Twenty miles from Salem, and two from the road between Salem and Cud-

dalore; of little consequence. . .
Trichingode.—Seven miles from Senkerrydroog; is the cusbah of the talook, and an im-

ortant place; in a rocky plain.
P Darazpoory.—on theyhpi‘gh road from Madras and Bangalore to Salem, &c.; about 27
miles from the Topoor Pass; a thriving trading town ; in an open plain. '
Palcode.~0On the road from Bangalore to Salem, 14 miles on the Bangalore side of
Darampoory ; in an open plain. ) '
Kistnagherry.—On the high road from Madras to Bangalore, in an open stony country ;
“ts principal trade is in oil and paddy. .
Cavaryputnum.—Eight miles from the above, on the bank of %he Pennar Rlyer.
Tripatoon.—On the high road from Madra:s to Salem, 15 miles from Vaniambaddy, at
the foot of the Javady and Yalagherry Hills; in an open country. .
Vawiumbaddy.—On the high road from Madras to Bangalore and Salem; a rich and
thriving town, closely inhabited. It is on the bank of the Ponneear and Jonnapar Rivers.
Is the principal entrepdt of trade of this district. . ' '
Denkencottah.~—1In a thickly wooded country, 17 miles from Ossoor, to which place is a
good road ; the trade of the town is chiefly in timber. » .
" Ossoor.—On the high road from Madras to Bang_alore, from th'e latter.of which places it
is distant 26 miles. The adjacent country is a continued succession of hills and valleys.

6. The principal agricultural produce of this giistrict, of the above places, and of the
talooks about them, is paddy, raggy, jowaree, bajera, toovur, pessaloo, oloonthoo, buller,

oil seed, till, tobacco, saffron, jaggery, Palmyra jaggery, tamarind, ghee,

horse gram, lamp oil, cocoa-nuts, betel-nuts, red dye bark, sandalwood,

seckai, coffee, gingly oil,
honey, and iron ore.

M . . . . . . l

rticles of local manufacture are pig iron, iron bars, saltpetre, indigo, stee

bazsl 'I(‘:ll\:t}r:lag,ll:nv bags, cumblies, vessels of brass and copper, bullock carts, dubbers,

¢4 H o

split bamboo matting, and skins of kinds. o
8. The chief articles of export and import to and from this district are shown below,

ExporTs.
To Madras.—Cloth, ghee, gingely and lamp oil, honey, saltpetre, skins, indigo, seekai,

i steel bars, and pig iron. .
saf;i‘vz"}z:;t:;ﬁ;fiﬂ;:;saloo, jag,gery, };amp oil, and oil nut, till, horse gram, saffron,
coarse brown sugar, saltpetre, tamarind, ghee, cloths, and tquber.
To Bangalore.—Cloth, timber, brass vessels, raggy and' rice. o
To Chittoor.—Gingely oil, lamp oil, ghee, tamarind, jaggery, indigo, till, cloth, and

timber. ) R
To Calicut.—Cloths, Selumpore cloths, cumblies, and iron.
To Mangalore—Cloth.

To Bombay.—Cloth.
To Madura, Cumbaconum, Trichinopoly, and Tinnevelly.—Cloth, coarse brown sugar,

Jaggery, saffron, steel bars, and iron.
To Coimbatore.—Jaggery, sugar, saffron, cloths, iron, and steel.
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I1MPORTS,

9. From Madras.—Salt, miscellaneous articles, cloths of European manufacture, brandy
and other spirits, copper, lead, tootinagum, hardware.

From Pondicherry and Portonovo.—Lead, copper plates, tootinagum, black lead, sundry
articles, coloured thread, drugs, and salt.

From Calicut—Betel, pepper, assafetida, seekai,
wood manufacture,

From Colunbo.-~Silk,

cloves, cardamoms, and articles of

From Combaconum.—Vessels of brass and other metals, and cloth.
From Madura.~Red-coloured cloths, and salt.

From Mysore.-Pepper, betel, dry cocoa nut, sugar, silk, and wheat.
From Arnee, in the Chittoor District.—Cloths.

From Bellury.—Thread, and brass vessels.

Trom Guntoor.—Coloured cloth (in Hindoostani « Soosy "), and coloured handkerchiefs.
From Masulipatam.—Coloured chintz.

From Nellore.—~Fine white cloths,

10. The agricultural produce of this district above describ
consumed within its own limits.

ed is believed to be mainly

11. Consequent on the abolition of the sayer, the collector of a district does not now
possess officially any information on which to found an opinion of what may be the extent
of the traffic, or amount of trade carried on within the limits of his charge, and the approxi-

mate value which micht be ascertained in some districts from reference to the veesabuddy
tax 1s not available here,

) where the veesabuddy import is not levied; I am, however, im-
pressed with the belief that the trade of the entire collectorate may be taken at 50 lacs of
Tupees annually.

12. The markets for the above-mentioned articles of local production ate given in para-
graph 8. The ordinary means

of conveyance are carts with pairs of bullocks, and pack
bullocks. 1In regard to the nature of the traffic between this district and Madras, I would
refer to paragraphs 8 and 9. Its amount is roughly estimated at 15 lacs of rupees ; but,_ as
above explained, we have at present no official data whereby to frame any safe calculation
of its real value. The same observation applies to the trade between Portonovo and Pondi-
cherry, which is stated to me to be in value about 50,000 rupees.

13. The trade between the collectorate an

d the coast is confined to the above-mentioned
three places.

_14. There are but two principal roads used in the transport of articles brought into the
district from the coast. One is by

Ahtoor, passing through Ahtoor and Thullavassul into
the Cuddalore collectorate, and s

X o by Palaveram to the Presidency; the other is by
Darampoory, Tripatoor, and Vaniambaddy, to Vellore, ’

15. The road to Pondicherry is by Ahtoor, Thullavassul, and Cuddalore. Occasionally
merchandize is conveyed to Portonovo by Moganoor and Pollepolliam, across the Cauvary at
the latter place. There is a good smooth road (the Intervening ghaut being much less
abrupt than that of Topoor) from Salem to Vaniembaddy, through the Munjawaddy Pass;
but it is not liked, or generally resorted to, owing to the supposed unhealthiness of some
parts of the line, and the small number of villages on it.

16. The distance hetween Salem and M
for 11 rupees, at halfa rupee per 10 miles;
they can be procured even for nine rupees.
5 § rupees, or one-quarter rupee per 10 mile

rupees. Keturn carts and cattle from either
ire,

adras being 220 miles, carts can always be had
but when there is no pressing demand for them,

Pack bullocks are procurable for the trip at
s ; but these too can be had at times for 4 §
place may be engaged at half the first rates of

17. The inhabitants of this district have
roads by which it is interse
any very immed
transport of thei
are in a marked
of carriage.

80 long been accustomed to the very excellent
cted through its most important parts, that I do not anticipate
late or general abandonment of the mode usually adopted by them for the
r produce and merchandize to the ordinary markets, unless the railway rates
degree lower than the present cost of the ancientand more primitive system

18, If, howeyer, what 13 now conveyed to Madras on bandies and bullocks can be carg'ied
from Arcot to its destination for something less than the hire of the present day, I believe
that there is a very good disposition on the part of the Salem mercantile community to take
advantage of the opening,

19. There will nevertheless

v be the greater difficulty in effecting the relinquishment of the
system to which they have so long been aceustomed, that the advantages of the new one

will not be clear to the inhabitants of the district until the railroad is at their own doors;

I therefore think it by all means desirable that the line proposed to Arcot should without
delay be extended through Salem t

o Vulliaputty, a central village eight miles beyond
Namcul.

-
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i by means of carts, bullocks, and coolies
p le of the commerce carried on by , '

betzv(:(.ae?]t(lamw%]?i:hinopo]y district and Madrgsifpagsesbtl&r;);ghT‘gzltlg}gctti)‘rl, :}slii:;?i;tr 3:11:::
i d to Arcot by Salem and Vaniembaddy. \

2_‘1 1:hef %lrleatl;v[h;;giﬁr;o:nd Dindigulydistricts, which now reaches C:a:toort tand htgfr:ﬁz g;;)i?sogg

Slgil I(I)l to eMadrés would, it is fair to infer, be drawn towards Vul(in'aput l% ::l en the railroad

is tlc;ere available. instead of being taken on by the present t}loreh u‘;c road; omtetion,

the bridge across the river between Bawany and Cloméa.)rapolhe;nth :tssl)}:)lt); e o oo

: i i at the _ ,

i ies connected with crossing the Cavary ' Lmountecs

?ncz)t}s:i?:ite:ht%:tlfclgigzsportion of the trade of Coimbatore wm}x}ld atsgczetzg dc%;:‘t:_te A }(1):,; ard o

raiclrgad thiough Salem, in preferencelto beglglcg::set){gg v;c?lif:heo‘:cﬁr tome. Any remarks

incl s of opening ihe road It ; ‘ the countr

thetgrlrrllfilr?sl ESI‘::E:: %::u(])ting to tlge native community and to téle %;)vemment of the y

' ; 1 ous.
g;f su?:h a system of communications would be trite and superflu

) . ) ) oucl
21. Opinions as to the line to be selected f{)r laylpﬁg df)ov;r)libtll;ebr:g:‘??dde(fllg:zé;io:ﬁ?;%g%;
N Y . ~' S m’ wl ' '( v l :

e oot o Shiflszl‘zrxa(ﬁ? 1gg:uts? ) The lat}Zer u.ndoubtedly ]]sl tl)g-n;(zirsnia?;lh&eé

down the Top(;or an unilc]a'gion on a railroad will necessarily renfodvetha ) tfe'l‘ripalmor the

and‘ thef 1‘matebo' cro;nllgss healthy part of the country than the 11(;):;) rzg?.g o

score of its engh noineering difficulties by the Topoor would be g r’i but that line, t0

Dar:admpoory. 1d beet}elegpreferabole one, on reference to the relative prosperity

my idea, wou feral

of the talooks through which it would pass. I have, &, N |

(signed) H. D. Phillips, Collector.

Appendix, (H.)

Notk to Paragraph 35.

. ‘ f the cost of
. n approximate general st.atem'eny o

It is intended here to exhxr?:)t g]oert?i{l ?ustigs to the present pro;el():t, it ;Twl:;‘;els)si:l:{r:g
working the proposed Lne. ¢ of carriage by reilways (which have eenb t also of a fair
consider how greatly the hcos ment, not only of the current expenses, tuf the line, the
worked with a view ’;o fix(:ewpa)r,eatly,this depends upon the on%mal ?o:la(t)i no from ’data
interest on the caplta‘)yb i gbtained by a very small cost. In cale hand. the hicher
actual tractive power 'emEguro e. we have to bear In mind, on the oned a t';ues arising
drawn from experleﬂ(;!e 1;1 all El})ro,Pean agency, and on the other, the a t"an 7 Dcont1‘aéteﬁ
price here of fuel, an (:i moderate speed contemplated in the Eres«?nt ;ps ance,k
out of a light traffic a: (so to speak) under which many of the English mis worth.e ceveral
with th‘; }Illlgh' pgre'si‘s:l;‘b submitted to the Gauge Commission in 1846, shows

The followin, )

W nstitute e entire charge upon each train per
i i tituted t ti r h
items which, in six different railways, co h
items which, mn s1 d th
! 'OM v ] SouTkx
C £ Working ExpensEs of the GreAT WESTERN, BIRMINGHAM,
PARATI |
WesTRRN, BRiGHTON, LEEDS, and Parm Axp RovEN

. i
T July to Dec.[1843 &1844,
1844 1844. 1844. 1844. 1844. 1 Year. .
o Paris and
Great PBirmingham. v‘?;lal:n Brighton. Leeds. Rouen.
. Western.
d. § d. 8. d.
d. s. d. 8. : .
. s . - 8460 16-995
: | 11‘?927 - 12728 - 13338/ - 19700 1 3346 2629
Locomotive - - i "1 - 1ess|- 330 27021 sl 2o
Roir sz?;;;%fn: 1 garel - oses|- 1e2e| - 04l o
i H . - 2875 - .
Pessengers and  goods; g514] -~ 8076| - 4477 - 3.8?:5 ~ 0315 - 3111
s - 2 1'472 - Z;éo 3005 | - 4°469
ice - - - -f - = 807! - 3244| - 4 - X
Police d ement] — 4-441] — 2827 2.344 T a096| - 1920| — 4716
Dlremim }:m manag s1o1| - 8372 - ik D !
es = -1- R . - -
Skl i
g750] ¢ 8284|2 79043 05651 1
o R
) . - 2:043 | — 3600
dut - V. as2a) - 5137 - 4:632 - g‘ggg _ 3010| ~ 0284
Passenger duty i 3790 - 8'846| - 4456) - Sa1s|1 106011 330
Rates and et < 3 3188]1 3741| - 111129 | 4 9-679 | Inlocomotive.
Rent, toll, mterelt, &e. -1 3 7332 3388 | - 1007121 - 7460 ! ~ Q
Maintenance - - -] - - | . o
p 1634 5 4846 5 2:836! 9 2055 4 3083 4 8:935

It
e = O
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It will be seen that the charge for locomotive power ranges on the English lines from
31 to 36 per cent. of the total expenses, exclusive of taxes, duty, &e. On some railways
this charge was much lower, falling in one case (the Hartlepoo! Dock) as low as 5 %d.
That * for the French line appears as high as 45 per cent.; when these expenses come to

be divided among the units of work, the cost per unit becomes singularly small, as shown
upon the same authority below.

StaTEMENT of Locomorive ExpEnsgs per Ton per Mile (Goods Trains) on various English
Railways, from Reports submitted to the Gauge Commission in 1846.

|
NAME OF RATILWAYS. C‘;s:r":l'i:f’“ Gavernge REMARKS.
Pence. .
Manchester and Leeds -, - - - 0°04 177 -
London and South Western - - - 010 121 —
Birmingham and Gloucester - . . 009 152 —
Great Western - . . . _ 0:06 265 —
Grand Junction - - - - - ; 013 152 -
London and Birmingham - . _ | 012 162 —

Had I taken the highest of these as the locomotive charge per ton per mile, and trebled

it for the total working expenses, the entire cost of working the proposed line to Wallajah-
nuggur, with the present estimated traffic, would have been 32,00,000 x (for gross load)

A *
7,610 ~ 16,500 = 1,41,110. 64,00,000 x 013 x 3 =24,96,000 pence, or Rs. 1,04,000,1nstead of Rs.1,41,110

-

allowed by my calculations in para. 35.

The total expense (* special charges”) involved in the conveyance of one ton for one
mile on the Belgian railways, is,

according to Belpaire (0'1d.), one-tenth of a penny.
The circumstances under which this rallway would be worked, contrasted with those of
the railways at home, render it certain that our expenses would be, per train, less than
theirs ; per unit of work, more.

(signed) T.T. Pears.

Appendix (I.)

From Major T. T. Pears, Engineers, to the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce,
Madras.
Sir,

Para. 1. GoverNMENT has
lines of railway proposed in thi
tion of a line proposed betwee
results to be anticipated from
of Commerce will favour me
1t may be in their power to o

Rajah’s Choultry, 4 November 1850.
been pleased to appoint me to survey and report upon the
s Presidency, and [ am at present engaged in the examina-
n Madras and Arcot, and the consideration of the probable
the construction of that line. May I request the Chamber
with their assistance, and furnish me with such information as
fer upon the following points:—

1st. Looling at the effects likely to be
sea, what are the districts in the Madras
means of communication with Madras,
benefits are likely to accrue.

roduced on the exports and imports of Madras by
residency which stand most in need of improved
and from the opening up of which the greatest

2d. What are the principal articles of trade likel
railway cormunication to or towards such districts,
expect them to be affected thereby.

3d. What is the present average annual importation by land into Madras of the chief
articles of commerce, as cotton, sugar, indigo, betel, grain, oil, timber, and from what dis-
tricts broug_ht; what proportion the land carriage bears to the local market price ; for what
market chiefly destined ; and what the proportion per cent. of the land carriage in this
country to the ultiwate selling price.
4th. Of the above articles what

. quantity is believed to pass along the present road from
V\’alla)ahnuggur, and from what district that amount is originally l%rought.

proposed between Madras and Arcot is to considered not ‘merely
untry through which it passes, and the towns constituting its pro-

with a view to the districts beyond likely to be immediately affected
in which it would ultimately be extended.

y to be affected by the establishment of
and to what extent might we reasonably

2. The line of railway
with reference to the co

gosed termini, but also
y it, and the direction

3. We

: i : to have commenced » 1267
. 1 Iy 1255 inclusive; the trade appears T4
ﬁvfg v{e;;::;n;(:efil;sugly, but the pariiculars of the first two or three years
.afe

.proportion of the saving to th
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. i i 1stricts of Bel-
W i fore, mainly the province of Mysore, the districts o €
la > Cuf]él:;:h t%gg?}fliitottl:gzlem: and C}:)imbatore, their relative claims in a commercial
ry, s

‘point of view, and the prospect which they severally hold out of benefiting by the establish-
-fnent of railvt:ay communication with Madras.

4. The information which I have now solicited is that which occurs to me at present as

embracing points of primary importance ; but [need scarcely observe that I shall be thank-

s fon i be in your power to afford me, or that I shall be glad
{u‘bf;? rf:vng’u::(liﬂ:v?t‘l:ntfl‘?; n:)‘:)tilr(l)i?)rlltor??;le eClllr;n};ber g((', Commerce gene’rally upon the subject
0 . !
which I have under co:sideration. (signed) T. T. Pears,

Railway Commissioner.

Appendix (K.)

(No. 200.) . llector of North Arcot, to Major T. T. Pears, c.p.,
Erom J. D. Bourdillon, Esq., Co E?rfg(i)neers, Madras. . '

P rair, — knowledg letter of the 19th November

our to acknowledge your letter { )
k‘a .foxl' ‘somle};'::;}!lert lilr(:fol:'omlzztion on the subjec‘t3 of the production and price of sugar and
asking

salt, with reference to the proposal of a railway from Madras to Palmanair.
’ 4

d the quantity of sugar

f the 12th November, I state q .

2. In mytllﬁztfigs:rict for export by sea in Fusly 1259 ; I now give you pugly 1955
'takti:a f;g);?ginla statement of the quantity similarly exported in each of the "~ 1256
in

. 1259
arel misslmge. a statement of the whole extent of sugar-cane cultivation for all purposes, con-
enclos

tion as well as export, for the 15 years, Fusly 1245 to Fusly 1259, with the exception
z‘;ﬁll??l;ly 1255, the accounts of which are not forthcoming.

i i t origin

i i roduction of sugar for export by sea is of very recen .
_ 8. Youw I pelv‘lgﬁwgz}tm\:rfggrpwhich the export takes place passed in 1839 (Act:l XVg. ;

in this district. _ﬁe tes were first given in this district in 1841 or 1842. In Fusly 12?15

z(md ! b‘f};’f vtei]: e:;dga;as at its maximum; it had, perhaps, been pushed too far for the
1845-

capt o n t a d the Commel‘mal Crisis in E" la"d m 1846 the cons

i ise in freight (caused by the unusual demapd for
the price of sugar, and the:;l;u::aél Z(l)ll:)s(:gthich it%ms not recovered. You will see in the
Shipping to eon™™y cole' ation that the extent of Government land occupied with cane
statement (No. 1) of cu ;v:he last fifteen years, the increase being probably due in a great
has nearly doubled during rt to Europe. I have no returns for the zemindary and enam
part to the demand for exgﬁ.q 1259 ; but it seems likely that the increase there has beeg
lands, except for the la Stth GZs"emment lands. Iam aware of noobstacle to the continue
concurrent with that in the of cane much further ; and I have no hesitation in stating n}z
extension of the cultlvatlf)n { sugar is a branch of trade capable of very lt;::'ge lext;ns}x:olr; ll)e
conviction that the e’:iPOtlt, (z thegrequisite condition being that the price 1r; xl:g an i a::\ Ibe
varx«()il}]s part}s; Ofitgliefger,:(c;é to the cost at the place of export, as to enable the merc
steadily such, w

give a liberal price to the grower.

it i i tant one.
. i coast, but it is not a very impor

: : s the carriage to the : 7 15 rupees, or

4. One item in that cosl‘i l ton of sugar from Palmanair to Madras is '}b?ut . ‘ketpof the

e mere cama%e B (: Taking the average price In the Eng lst‘ rfl-“ﬁ ltimate

sofar cwi. : cent. of the u

three quarters 0.1 :;r‘:)l:xfepzlmanuir at 35 5., this would be abfoutt%l ;Ler hiway, the saving

qu.antltn;s brous® that this cost might be reduced to one-fou M , g
price. Assuming tha

fin i ‘Thi h, but the
would amount to per ¢ on prlce. T'his does not appear muc ’

! ol é er cent 14 }ilhoeﬁt o?lthe exporter would be much more cons:derable,
€ ne

. b con
f charge, small as it appears In comparisor

and I cannot but think that the diminution Old not be without considerable effect as an

with the whole price of the commodity, wou
encouragement of the trade.

i saving be all; m : !
e m?rs pf: ltlz:zngr:x:(l:(‘i-i’t;)? As to speed, the or(lililary tltmlt:l Iiz);t:l bai)ndz
_gamed m speed_and safety davs from Palmanair to Madra_s; and vs_'ag oor ! lgynmyn
1n fine weather 1s.about 10 3);0 the trade, that a number of bandies wit su%a; Ged ]; eg
gentleman extensively en(‘(l“' age and still had not reached the Poonnay Rlv?r, eing de v}; ;
o him had been out 3?[ ayst’reams. As to the safe carriage of the sugdar, ltt thr el:ioabou{
et 1o sel:l :r bandies upset or broken down, and the lI‘oa ! hs:':: tered about
the road o mghti . S:'Eil tl%e bandy can be repaired, and in bad weat *:i" On the whole,
{J];?I(ri;adin(:ireg;tdezflvlof accidents, must always be somewhat exposed. :

uch perhaps more than that would be

- . .
'the|e‘0'e I canno b :

of trade.

Part 1il.

Official Reports,

L I I R B

&e.

nm—

Maunds.
- 431,641
- 364,944
- 115,462
- 180,978
- 359,712

No. 1.
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Part 1L 6. ‘Witl} respect to salt, I enclose a statement of the averace retail bii t ea :
Official Reports, cusbah of the district, for the five Fusly years 1255 to 1259. oThese pll)llcgg :reetaacllialtlafl'?cih
&ec. the usual monthly returns received from the talooks. I will not vouch for their truth, but
— with the exception of Sholinghur and Penmurry, they seem to vary pretty 1 arly with t}
No. 2. distance from the coast, and that is an aro in thei Ths wholosale s are
) argument 1n their favour. The wholesale prices are

given for the two towns of Vellore and Arnee, from which only they are received, 1
u_txgbg)e)tto explim the variations in price from year to year, and there are some i:;i'o.mist::l:i
‘f)l(fiiu(;a. ‘l‘rii’)?rzc‘: Se;e::i::tlc;?kf’[wg]ICh I am unable to reconcile on the assumptioﬁ of their
cumotion of ”alt.' this distri nat | have no materials whatever for estimating the actual con-

p salt n thus district. If the rowanah system were strictly enforced, the rowanahs

of salt taken for conﬁumption within 1
3 m 1t would afft '1ter :
I syste , " 1to't m woul nly o ((l)l'd s0me criierion 3 but under the present

M<Culloch’s Com- 7. Some idea msq or
mei‘dlild Il)’iCtiOnar‘v’ In England the a;{u?;l igélr?si(ililf]:g:)veYer’ as to lthe cost of a wholesome quantity of salt
the Penny . § 11 1% various . .
?};clopwdia. ’ to 22 ibs. a head, and the common food of :lll(i):s y reckone}d at from 16 lbs.. for eanch adult
a larger quantity is tequired ; country being almost exclusively vegetable,

s but T will suppose ¢

retail price of salt i s Ohi . ppose 20 lbs. to each person. I find

3 lbs, Ff)'or oneS;:]tnI: -tl‘;t) ](i)l":lttool bazars amounts, after the sepal‘a}Ziofl of the dilll‘t tt)hiiaatg)e'
5 201bs. would therefore cost about seven annas. In out—,vi]lages it

would be more, and i
A In parts nearer the coast it w 1
ould be more, : Do 'ts men coust it would be less. This does not secem an

wages of common agricaltural nb course of the year, but it must be remembered that the
the salt of an average famil al labour do not exceed at the outside 20 rupees* a year, and
vear, would obviousblv beaxl- y at f;he allowance above given, costing probably twoy‘”“ ,ees 2
cannot but think, ihereforin iﬁ::s?‘vely large proportion to the earning of the fam}i)ly. I
sumption. ’ '¢ present price must greatly operate to limit con-

. 8. But fortuna insight i
restlts b & o t:l{i‘?g:;:)il;:l%}?é ;)n'to the truth may be gained by looking at the actual
T05 thers 1ge Teduc rice 1 our own country. In England, from 1805 to
I1 823 this was re duc::dxi(‘;?, (slutgngf il1151.v8.:1r b;lshel o?) ;;a]t uZed for dogmesti:; purpgses; in
v ced to 25, 25 it was aholished. i is
Porturs Progresas hig p ut)? the retail price of salt was 41 d. a pound : it During t}!e existence of the
the Nation, The  fin. ollowing was the result:—1In the o] rht e'p : fron 1610 10 1813 the e e e
Sttistien of the t;lon of salt, according to the Excise acc%unt); (:L FO?I 61508 flom 1857 1o 1651 inchasiue
intermediate years the average was 10,358,002, or ahove five f,lc;’a's rease’; and educting one Afth of the
itexmert Wholo forhe s 10,358 pop’ulatio ve-fold increase ; and deducting one-fifth of the

tion per head i NG n in the interval between 1814 and -
I in the latter period may be taken at four times what ?tn 18'31’hthe cipsump
9. N S was in the earlier.

ominally the pre . . .
compared Withythe pll')icesf)rfl‘tl Pglce at 'Chx'ttoor 1s equal to the present price in England, but
> abour 1t is higher than the price was there under the %igh éuty.

or, takin the 1 Ty wag 9] y
» ord >
g na abes of common field labom‘ n thiS country at 20 r Y r
E k h 20 \lpees a year,

I find that the price v
28 /. as the earr}:ings (:)fflfnn?‘: of salt equals 1-64th of a labourer’s annual wages ; and taking
er in England (andbthi; is no more

than fair, inchding the T dénary agricultural labour

to 1-840th part of such ann:il month), the price of 16 pounds of salt in England is equal
times as high as it now is in Pi €arnings, so that the price in India is in effect abou;1 13
and bearing in mind that “ng:and.  The price therefore must be regarded as very high
effect already lower than itI:(l)(\): 1t;) htélre r(iduh‘{tion of the duty the priceg in Englandywasgh;
mncrease of consumption in India also, ef"ron: ;21): nIJ;trgri:;llll:gd‘]lilcstti‘:irf?ni;r?;ﬁdpating »lerge

10. 'The foregoin 1
which is near t%e sega r?:g'[];li !]ta‘e ‘fefer_enc«_s primarily to a district like that of North Arcot
they have much more’force whb - parts of which are accessible by roads, bad as they are bu;

* when applied to some other tracts. In the western parts of’ the

ySOIG C()untl y’ as I]laH‘ bEGH recer y n w ho has ver 0C [ ]
C ltl ll’lfOIde bV a gelltlel[\a yg

. 1t is ¢
use of the condiment bein m;ran '(irl icle glmost unknown, earth salt being substituted, or the
extremely limited, earth Sg; It b e or less dispensed with. In Bellary also The use of sea salt is
and Coimbatore a;e similarl .efn}.‘,’ made and used in large quantities . and probably Salem
superior article, and there;y Cé;Cnmstgnced. Yet sea salt is universaily allowed to )tr)e a far
supersede earth salt. ppears no doubt that if offered at a moderate price, it would quite

11. It ma be obi
sumption in ]!:.nglangjicl:::l ’-fel‘\'ilaPS, that any inferences drawn from the increased con-
manufactures and a ;‘icult 1o s res ulted in great part from the increased use of salt in
griculture, to which it is not likely to be applied in India. Bat, in the
) . ,

first place, it i i
. ;1118 obvious that there

. 15 a great v i ' i ‘
of the country, which has yet to he ﬁﬁ:ilt and, secondly, such ressontng s reche o man

can say beforehand 8 . ; and, secondly, such reasoning is ras
new uses an article :(})] a;ltll};)(?l?ehts will not result from sugl,l a reductioz 2%5?1{ ab};;‘ &0 nlllaté'
qdvocates of improvements breduced 1n price will not be put. How often hayv,e e w'l?
lightencd fiseal legislation displaying. seomsehert oo o, "eC fhe beneficia efcs of en-
even they had antici aying thewselves, not only i .
a 3 1 a degree

pated, but in totally new and diﬁ'eren{ directio%s. ?ﬁgn(%rz?ﬁ?r 1:1:‘;1;

. o

to

* My inquiries lead
v me to suppose th .
150r16 o > suppose that the earn .
rupees a year, including everything ; but I 1)u?xgtsdgi:t:xtaogglcuhmal labourer do not exceed
20 rupees.
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to which salt might probably be put, if cheap, I think it very likely that it will be largely
uiven to cattle.

12. There is yet another aspect in which this subject may be regarded ; viz., in connexion
with the influence of smuggling on the revenue. I will not venture a conjecture as to the
proportion borne by the smuggled salt to that which pays revenue, but I am satisfied from
observation that it’is large; and it would contradict all experience to suppose that it was
otherwisc, even in so bulky a commodity, when the Government tax amounts to from 600
to 1,200 per cent. on the cost of production,* a material reduction in price would bring
the whole or a greater part of this smuggled salt to pay revenue.

18. In the foregoing remarks I have had in mind 2 material reduction in the tax on salt,
and perhaps the abolition of the monopoly, and the imposition ef an Excise duty. { will
now come to the subject more immediately in hand. The question is, what part of the
supposed good effects of a reduction in the price of salt would be secured Dy a railway
from Madras to Palmanair. I give in the margin the retail prices of a garce of salt at
Palmanair (Cuddapanuttum talook) in the last 10 years. The average is 187 } rupees, of
which 120 rupees must be taken as the cost price on the coast. A garce of salt weighs
9,600 pounds ;+ and I am told that the ordinary load for a bandy is 40 marcals, or 960
pounds, so that a garce would require 10 bandies. Taking the fuil hire of a bandy from
the coast to Palmanair at six rupees, the transport of a garce would cost 60 rupees, leaving
on the average only 7} rupees for profit to the dealers, which is obviously too little.
I cannot but think, however, that the cost of the conveyance of salt to Palmanair depends
much on the prosperity of the sugar trade; and I cannot but ascribe the material fall 1
price there in Fuslies 1258 and 1259 (larger as it was than in other parts of the district) n
great part to the greater number of return sugar bandies, which will often bring a load for
half hire. If this is the case, the cost of the carriage of salt must not be calculated at the
full bandy rate. I will assume the actual cost of the transport of a garce to Palmanaur at
only 40 rupees on an average; and supposing that a railway would reduce 1t to 15 rupees
(being the fourth of full bandy hire), the reduction in the price of a garce of salt would be
25 rupees, or from 187} to 162§ rupees, being 13} per cent. [ think it cannot be doubted
that a permanent reduction of price to even this amount would cause mcrqased consump-
tion ; but I do not think it would be reasonable to expect any very markec_l increase, or the
application of salt to other than its present uses. In this case_also, as in that of sugar,
the increased speed and security of a railway would be a benefit, independently of the direct
saving of expense.

I have, &c.

(signed) J. D. Rourdillon,

North Arcot Collector’s Cutcherry, Collector.

Chittoor, 20 December 1850.

MinuTE by the Honourable Mr. Eliott, dated 17th April 1851.

[ mavE kept this important Report in order to make an analysis of it, with a view to
offering some remarks which I shall prepare as soon as possible. 1 now foryvard the Rlepolr(i;
in circulation to save time. I have only to say at present'that I think Major Pears shou
be urged to send in the estimate promised in para. 33 of his Report, with a cqmpletefsur:ﬁy
of the line to Wallajahnuggur, without delay; but that the survey and estimate lor the

extended line\ had better be deferred. (sigued) D. E.

Mixurk by the Honourable Mr. Eliott, dated 22d April 1851,

MADRAS AND WALLAJARNUGGUR RAILWAY.
Major Pears’ Report.
j i - his duty, in the first instance, to apply him-
It appears that Major Pears considered 1t his y’ay the firat I ae and R

self to the determination of the best line for a railwa . o v
nuggur, as the points contemplated by the Madras Railway committee, and having, as he

states, neither plan nor estimates before him, the original{ papers connected with the

j i i sent to England, he set himself to
Madras and Wallajahnuggur Railway having been sent ‘
prepare complete sJurveyggand estimates, with the assistance of surveyors placed at his
disposal by the Board of Reveuue, D. P. W. ) . e

IP\')’Iajor ears submits this Repo;: in anticipation of hlslsurveys agtlieestt];zn:ltﬁ:,r l;\lfllltxﬁl:] a}x}g
not yet ready, in order to lay before Government, as early as possibic, e

P e

for it to the ryot at the different pans.

ared for the committee b{ 'Cnapl;;:inngo(}?;e‘;
\im, ar

Viz., according to the price paid
Viz., 120 Indian maunds of 80 unds e(alxch.. I
* These must be the surveys, plans, an estimates pr T
The original survey of this line E Ca’ptain Worster, and the estimate framned by

among the records of the Board of Revenue.
545+ H 4

+ =+ &

Part 111
Official Reports,
&ec.

Juslies. Rs. «
1250 - 184 3

1251 - 178 1
1252 - 184 8
1953 - 182 13
1054 - 196 14
1255 - 185 -
1266 - 220 d
1257 - 196 11

1268 - 175 13

1259 - 169 12

Total - 1,874 11
—_—-—'—~.
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Part IIL has obtained, and the conclusion he has arrived at in regard to the expediency of adopting
fcial Reports, the line proposed by the railway committee, or rather, as it would seem, of confining it
&e. within the limits contemplated by the committee.

After observing that, as the basis for a general system of railroads
due west from Madras to a point about 60 or 70 mile '
would be the most eligible, he remarks that the 1i
10. best, will, however, form a very convenient basis.

12. He thinks that the importance of Wallajahnuggur as an entrepOt has been overrated,
13-14- but he observes that it is from hence that the trade from the westward is disseminated
through the Carnatic, especially the cotton of the Ceded Districts and the betel-nut of
North Canara, both of which are, according to.a practice of long standing, consigned to
agents at Wallajahnuggur, while the traffic passing aloug the rWestem ro’ad to Madras
comes, for the most part, through this town. On the other hand, the trade passing over

C a line running out
s distant, clear of Wallajahnuggur,
ne to Wallajahnuggur, though not the

the road from Madras to Wallajahnuggur is insignificant.,
16 to 30. Th : .
sent traffic by Western road, be- e traffic in goods now carried over the Western road between Waila-

e il jehaggur and Madas. Jahnuggur and Madras, Major Pears, from all sources of information,

. estimates at 50,000 tons. This estimate is deduced from various com-
e papers sub mitted to Mr. Simms putations of the traffic, the lowest beirig 34,136 and the highest 54,000
traftic in goods seems to have been tons. It 15, perhaps, a fair approximate esti’mate but it may be qafér to-
mated at 30,000 tons. take something nearer the mean, say 45,000 tons ’ T

sent cost of car- Th S : s .
e ainte e present cost of carriage Major Pears estimates (taking a bandy to carry half a ton,.

e 2 2¢ and the charge for a b i allaj
e ey bandy Rs. 2. 19 )t 14, dg from Wallajahnuggur to Madras o be 4 rupees, and of a return
on pe N . - 6 p. per ton per mile on the average ; anc he concludes that the

3. maximum charge by the railroad cannot be raised above 1 anna per ton
t of construc- 1 1 i .
t " ﬂ?g;%ﬁsc’tn-otémvﬁng completed his own estimate for the line, which appears to him
med?& — e most direct s(il:glec]iiaepe;t};ic?]e hadopts in the; meantime the estimate of the Madras-
Iyer. 4‘ iikely to prove amply éuﬂici’ent; viz. ¢ observes, is framed upon liberal principles, and is
Con§tructi0n of railway - - - - -~ 18 523;315
Engines, waggons, buildings, &c. - = - 330,000
Yy
21,62,615
enses of the

v Maj ; : .
tay:_ 1‘ail\v?;;£ea::: “v?}llt'l(;]ns the interest on the capital expended in the construction of the
35. year, which, at 5 per cent., will be 91,636 Tupees as a permanent unnual charge,.

dlstlllct ﬁo(ﬂ the cost 0{ n]ai“ta“l“l T t llw y ' t X
COS 3

Interest - - - . _ } Rs,

?LZI: tenance of way, 64 miles, at 700 rupees - . . . .| lg.ggg
: N 1;"32;: ex_pense-' at 8annas per trajn per mile, four hours daily, for ’

Difo o pugiiory t dopereent - - = 21T T oo
1tto to bum 'D°‘Sat5perce - e - - - B
S nt. - - - -

- - - - 5,750

1,57,610

!

Llclxll results Iﬂ es tllllahn the ﬁlla T u mes that the “h()le 0‘ tll

nuggur and Madras, will pass by the ing, now passes by the trunk road between Wallajah-

e railroad ; thus, traffic, 50,000 tons, at 1 anna per ton
as. ms.
N Rs.
(50,000 x 64 = 22:00,000 = |
. | o= =~ -~ = - =i 200000
“xpense of maintenance and working, as above - - 1,57,610
’
iurglus gain - - _ | 42,390
o - - - - -
gamst the permanent charge for interest on cost of railway 91,630
Deficit - - - 49,240

In thi . ,
s manner he calculates that by the retutn carriage of goods alone there will be an.

income of 2lacs, which will leay
[ | ‘eave a su i " mali
working, available towards payment of in?elliz’t on the camS, e fosts of maintenance and

the roads, but insufficient by 49,240 rupees. on the capital laid out in the construction of

I(tj sgems t(;] be a better arrangement to throw the two sums of interest on capital ex-
pended together, as an unvarying charge, distinct from the charges of maintenance and.
working, which must necessarily vary, but may be estimated, on an average, thus:

, :

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY. 63

3
Rs.
Tncome from traffic on goods - - - - - - 2,00,000 1,567,610 — 16,500 =
Expense of maintenance and working - - - -| 1,41,110 1,41, 110,
Surplus - - - 58,890
Interest on capital -, - - - = - -| 1,08,180
Deficit of interest -« « - 49,240

The above shows a surplus of 58,690 rupees after paying all costs but that of interest on
capital, which it will cover to the extent of about 2 3 per cent.

To meet the deficit, there remain the returns to be expected from*the  Deficit from goods - - 40,240

i i - Mail, t - -
conveyance of the mails and the transport of troops, which Major Pears ails and troops 24,458
estimates at 24,458 rupees, leaving only 24,782 rupees to be made up by Passengers and parcels - 24,782
ordinary passengers, parcels, &c. Paras o

In reference to Major Pears’ estimate of the present traffic on the trunk road between
Wallajahnugger and Madras, [ have suggested an abatement, reducing i1t ‘fromh 50,000 to
45,000 tons, and a further abatement would seem to be advxsab]e in rec'komn%lt g am?unt
likely to be caried by the railway, at Jeast at the outset. I think it will har yI e safe tlo
count upon more than 40,000 tons in the first year from the ordinary traffic. But it will
be in the power of Government at once to thr(;‘v_v l:dd_lﬁlonul tmfﬁtc ua;;on the railway by
means of the article of salt alone, to an extent which will go a great w 2’ Pr o ‘ :
to make up the difference. I have no doubt that as soon as t}'\e_rallwaly fﬂiiﬂifﬁ?ﬁi‘i& B gt:l II;GE l}ggg. en
is ready to work, the long-contemplated project of establishing & salt 34 Nov., dated 9 Nov. 1836.
depét at the Western terminus will be carried nto effect.

j ars assumes that the quantity of salt carried by the Western road is about Min. of Cons. 20th
3,01;13);;(:1;:, or 12,400 tons. Refgrring ¥o the statement (O.) quoted by Major Pears, Dec. 1836, No. 1708,
1 observe that of the whole quantity of salt supplied from the north-east coast to inland 8,090 garces.
distrirts likely to be more or less affected by the railway, 4,551 garces were supplied from .

Madras and the district of Chingleput. If a dep6t were established at Wallajahnuggur, it

would probably be deemed expedient to make the supply equal at least to the Eresent 4,551 garces.
export from Madras and Chingleput together, drawing the quantity of salt required beyond 43

what the Madras Customs will afford from the Chingleput pans, which now send salt Ton. o777 at1
inland. To furnish the depdt to this extent the railway would be required to carry *0%1577% atlann,
18,772 tons instead of 12,400, or 6,372 tons beyond Major Pe:a'rs’ estimate, 18,772 s 088

for which it would receive a payment of 75,088 rupees ; and 1f the price at —Jg— X 64 = 75,088 rupees.

the depdt should be reduced, as I originally proposed, by an abatement

of 15 or 25 rupees from the rate per garce charged on the coast, to ‘meet the expense of
carriage further inland, there might be expected an increase in the sale to the extent, at
least, of the difference between the above quantity and that which could be brought for the

same money at the reduced price. Thus, the price of 4,550 garces at the 4,650 garces.
present charge is 5,46,000 rupees, which, at 105 rupees, would purchase 120 rupees.
5,200 garces, and at 95 rupees, 5,748 garces. Supposing the demand to ~——

increase so as to warrant the supply being extended to 5,750 garces, _‘?‘_“l%gﬂ“_ TUPEES _ 5,200 garces.
or 23,000 tons, the payment to the railway would i{mOUI;‘t to 90,.3116 "‘;}P‘l’es» 5,46,000
and would fully compensate for any deficiencies in other articles below s

Major Pears’ estimate.

= §,748 garces.

Pears’ estimate, that the income required to pay
and to afford interest at 5 per cent. on the capital
om one article under the control of Government, an
aving only 1,568,424 rupees to be supplied frpm
and parcels, from the mails and troops. Setting
as Major Pears does, at 24,458 rupees, the sum

Now, assuming, according to Major
the costs of maintenance and working,
expended, is 2,49,240 rupees, we have, fr
income accruing to it of 90,816 rupees, le
the general trade in goods, from passengers
down the returns from the mails and troops,
further required is 1,33,982 rupees.

: ; _ — s
Should Major Pears’ estimate of the goods traffic, exclusive of salt (-_;))0,0“)_“ i 1‘3(')1?3 pe 4} pergarce.
37,600 tons), be realised, as it probably will eventually, the return thereiro 64 miles.
1,60,000 rupees, and the total, including salt, 2,50,816 rupees. 264 16rs. 8a.
In the above calculations I have not noticed the additional charge which must be made 6

0 rriage by the railway, advanced by the
upon the salt sold at the depét for the cost of ca‘u %ons,ynt ey o garce. The Ka3 0

Government : it will be Rs. 16. 8. per 1 garce = . 8 bandies.
charge per bs;.ndy, at the average esmlated by Major Pears, Rs. 3. 6., allowing half ton per o
bandy, would be 27 rupees. dod § —
. i r- 120 120
The trader buying at the depot at 120 rupees per garce, with Rs. 16.8, added for ca 27

To this is to be added a little saving by 10 tj

it on the ba_ndies now to bg eu_xployeq on "—“1 P -——“7
not to mention the saving 1n tn_ne,.mlght 136 8
or sugar from the Ceded Districts or —

. . 10 8
Mysore, with the intention of taking back a cargo of salt, to trunsfer his CO‘lt‘?“do' sugar tot' —
the railway, and to resort to the depdt for his salt, without the additional inducement o

a more profitable speculation by a reduction in the price of the salt, The object of
545- diminishing

riage, would thus save Rs.10. 8 per garce.
sending on by the railway the goods brought to
carrying the salt inland. ~This saving in money,
be sufficient to induce the trader bringing cotton
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Part 111 diminishing the price would be to extend the sale, and bring this important article of con- ion discussed by Major Pears as to the ;
Official Reports, sumption pro tanto more within thg r-eac}‘x of the peo;?le Ofothe interior, the increased sale pr(}p:::evc; E;Zc::intzxtgl;ig)‘;?tgl one, and the )}')ropr'i,ety of selecting Wa“:;g::ﬁ;;iroist;:: Para. 55 et «y.
&e. making up to the revenue for the diminution of the price.* The trader would probably lay terminus ‘ '
— out not ouly the amount gained by him by the reduction of price, as before supposed, but Major. Pears observes that 64 miles is a respectable length for a railway in England
also his saving in carriage, in the purchase of as much more salt as the amount would but considered as the commencement of a line destined to extend from 500 to 1,000 miles *
procure. The Rs. 10. 8. saved on the carriage of salt, added to a reduction of 15 rupees in it is but a mere fragment, and its results must be partial and unsatisfactory. Remarkin
the price, would be a gain ou the whole of Rs. 25.8. per garce; added to 25 rupees, it would that a railway is iﬂcompléf’e so long as it fails to reach the source or sources of its traffic,
:):i l:v a{%;am of Rs. 35. 8., besides the saving on the carriage of the goods forwarded by the he refers to a statement sh(_)wing the principal. products constituti‘ng the traffic to Madras Appendix (M).
Y. 3 by Wallajahnugger, the distance from Wallajahnugge"; Olf the sources thereof, and the
Sugar. Besides this increase in salt, which it will be in the power of Government to command, saving which would be effected by the railway from tlhat Pta?g antd antsv:)?'shnegatxvgly to
as above shown, it is likely that the establishment of the railway would give a stimulus to the question, whether this would be sufficient ftol 1 hqce er?; afrsi:hf:)t ?lsaze 1:3}1 agentcles a§
the trade in sugar from the Western talooks of North Arcot, and the adjoining parts of the WallaJahnugger, and incur the risk and loss o tl.)ehs d'PS: n.v . rojssed ’an(f Erf . te‘:‘ o
Para, 51, Cuddapah district, and from Mysore. This traffic would fall on the railway at Wallajah- ‘(;’0'5? P‘“'-hot the Jo‘:imey dhavmg .l::;n accomplsied, the nvers ¢ ’ nly threet
nugger. Major Pears states, that the present cost of carriage from Palmanair to the coast ays march on a good road remaining. - . . :
R 1s al\l/}m(xit 2 annas pl;f:r t[on per wile, and lt?hal: the saving by thge]:r railway from Wallajahnugger h Mvta.]tor fPeafsh exprefSt{%\s ft;?lngi%egl;eiznv;:tgnPt.gztlé: Z;l;’e,::rxglzfﬂ,af:vigf:;t’s tﬁz
to Madras would be Rs. 3. 12. per tou. ort o turmsh a satisiactory ’ ; ;
. notices, as an vourable circumstance, that the proposed terminus falls short of two
Cotton. Major Pears observes, ihai u raiiway carried into the Ceded Districts would tend greatly * *  rivers, ,th: Ponal\lyrl t;ilng the;b Palar, both unbridged. i . .
to the encouragement of the cotton (the import of which into Madras from those districts He thinks that the railway should be extended to Vaniambaddy, as the line upon which
has declined of late), not more by cheapening its transport, than by facilitating communi- there is the greatest amount of traflic, and one which, from the favourable circumstances
nication, and promoting among our European community a more intimafe acquaintance under which it micht be constructed and worked, is most likely to exhibit favourable
with the country and its capubilities, but that the line now projected, running 64 miles results. ° i i
towards Bellary, cannot be expected to produce any marked effect upon a field so remote. Vaniambaddy, he observes, has a population of from 6,000 to 8,000, mcludmg the
The advantage of forwarding the cotton by the railway this comparatively short distance is suburbs.} It is’ situated at a point where the traffic from Madras branches_ into two
not, however, to be regarded by itself, but as combined with the advantage of a cheaper channel.s : ‘towards Salem, Coimbatore and Malabar by the one, the Mygore territories and
return cargo carried a shorter distance, in which view the benefit of the Bellary trader is Canara b,y the other. The advantages of this line, according to his view, are a greater
more considerable; the whole distance saved out and home will be 128 miles,and the time amount of traffic in proportion to its extent than any other that cou]d be selected_, and
probably 10 days. Major Pears justly observes, that few articles are likely to be so much reater cheapness of construction, as involving fev_ver works of magnitude, the bndges
affected by a railway as cotton, from ‘its bulk, and its liability to injury from accident or gcross the Poney and Palar being the only works of magnitude, and those attended with
exposure, no difficulty, and no expense that would not be amply counterbalanced by the cheapness
2 - . . . ) f the line :md the importance which the railway would derive from the passage of those
. Major Pears thinks a railway may be expected to exercise a marked influence on the ot the o
less valuable products. And with regard to grain, timber, hay, straw, firewood, &c., he two rvers. ts that the traffic over each mile of this extended line is even Bow not much Para. 61.
observes, that could they, by a judicious arrangement of the tariff, be brought dn to the he ass}t:rts on the shorter one, but the longer line would exercise a far greater influence § This I cannot but
rail, a fall of nearly 50 per cent. on the cost of transport would greatly increase the belqw§ ta d the profits arising from it would probably be greater, while its useful- {hink questionable.
demand, while it would extend the influence of our market in the direction of the railroad on its amount, an b P tended ; already, he observes, there is a considerable traffic
to districts now beyond its reach. gesshwotlﬂd ll()er(x)x;gcfmrllslo;% eefiistricts,Of iwarid opoly, Madura, and Dindigul, which would
' run 4 : .

1 am led to conclude, on the whole, that with the aid that Government will be able to bZ tinzreased by a railway terminating at Vaniambaddy. P Ma‘]‘?‘; 111) e-al: recl;t:r;s ;}/}a;rat *
afford to the railway in esiablishing a salt depét at its inland terminus, by which, at the present by far the greater part of the traffic which passes from \ a ajad"%%%l reo n a q (;"f )
same time, a considerable benefit will be afforded to the people of North Arcot, Mysore comes from Vaniambaddy,| while there is between the latter place an ¢ W ‘i] s ";] @ U’ || Doubtful, I think.
and the Ceded Districts, the traffic will speedily rise to the amount which, on Major Pears tional amount, not far, if at all short of that which joins _thebpégsengaa. I?e ajaa:;:lg;g:;
esthi.ate, is requisite to make the line pay, that is, to yield an interest of 5 per cent., after from other channels. The railway being extended to Vaniamba {c’l b ajort b ar&,' ¢
defraying all costs. . ’ troops and military stores for the southern dlvfns;on of t::dar:t)gr;;.o‘;)e r:r:::“ks ); hatls :o‘;i:é

w sti i , L. . ) ’ As recards passengers and the conveyance ol troops L e m
and Taying dow the rale o porsihas wdopted of the origiusl ost of making the road e Bt ot would phce hem 180 mes e e 3 wfiond grosier accomme.

! laymg Jrails, and providing the working apparatus, and the annual cost of et he Neil gerr and Sheewaroy Hills, wo Bt g
wainienance and working the line, is adequate, is a question on which it is more difficult to Coimbatore, Malabar, tl.e fge ualylength. Finally, he observes that this would derive
form an opinion. The estimate we have seen allows for the construction of the railway gggﬁ?og;?ni ;nzr?atgfciz flrr:)?n otheqtown of Vellore, with a prulattlon of 120,000 (83 miles

99 idi DU e . . o ili ance.
"’22,000 = Rs. 54,500 = £.3,450. :331,p;;‘ll'(iicl-l;got:]24w;)(;‘l(;l?§ngsngt§:i,le21’62’6]5 rupees, or say, in a round from Madras)l,) far surpassilllg fl't%OttlF; %ggfﬁeaggvzgzzzgor:g? extend the line to some

o 2 lacs, or 34, . I am rather inclined to think that 1t might be estward, or with a deviation to the

This is much less than the cost contemplated in the project reported on by Mr. Simms, distance westward, but how far, and v:,he}:hgzlg::gtll};ewmost careful consideration. Banga-
which embraced a single line of railway about 70 miles in length, not exceeding 5,000 . north or to the south, are questions wl 1 running due west from Wallajahanger, ~while
per mile. Mr. Simms was of opinion, from what he had seen of works in Bengal, and lore is slightly to the north of ah e th of it. Goriattum and the old Naikanari Pass
knowing the cost of rails, engines, and machinery, which he presumed must be nearly all Vaniambaddy is 17 or 18 miles to ¢ ?jsl;)uVaniambaddy to Bangalore is disapproved, both

£. 500,000 n brought out from England, that 5,000 L. per mile would be insufficient for are pretty nearly due west. ~The roa gysed by the line trending so far to the south, and
Miles 70— = £-7,157 per muse. the construction of the line and the purchase of the plant necessary for on account of the additional dl_s,tax}ce cihe O atoral features of the country between Vaniam-
600,000 working it, but he thought it probable that the whole of the proposed . also on account of th}?- dlllﬂicu(lit::sitl‘t(;:z Jeast eligible way of access to the Mysore §f|'3t<;rles.
—p— =£8511 capital, 500,0001., would cover the outlay; an additional 100,000 L, baddy and Ossoor, which rendc to change t%le line of the high road from Madras to
however, he considered advisable. It is therefore in conterpplatmn 0 tﬁ f%VGSt by Chittoor and the Mooglee Pass. When

I do not think much stres . , ) . Bangalore, and to carry it to the norl‘1 1‘04 voslee éass improved as pr({})os_ed, there can .be
but his ke much stress ne_ed})e lard upon Mr, Simms’ experience of works in Bengal, “the road to Chittoor is made, and the Moog tion of the traffic by Vaniambaddy, which

" mnoweedge of the cost of rails, engines, and machinery ought to be pretty correct. o doubt. that the most part of that g a:nthl:zrpOint to the Mysore territories and Canara,
&f:;;ezir’ 1 imagine that there has been a material reduction in the cost at which rails, Major Pears speaks of as branching off & will

1 be precured since the date at which Mr.
determined to be on the sate side,

Bombay Company, which has

¢ Simms wrote, and I take it that he was
by keeping a very large margin. The experience of the
already entered into contracts ior the supply of rails, &c. to

Presidency, in which the extreme length of any line

‘ i P * This is an exaggeration in speaking of this h enient sea-port, must be within
aagsrfgtse)l()ter.n, will ~b.e a most valuable .gulde in checking the estimate which Major Pears from Madras, or fro;gngany part in the interior of our :}e:)x;lr:t;);)sr ttzoa ]ggl;‘é-alore 1ittlep e than 200, to
ubmit. I think an early application should be made to the Bombav Government 500 miles ; the distance to the opposite coast bellggllnmCottah ‘about 400.

o procure for us all the information on this head which is obtainable, Dellary about 340, to Hyderabad within 400, to P iles, 72 = 234, which is an extremely

1 now + This is understated: the distance by the road is about 70 miles, = -70 ,
- — —_— o . . . ied is 6 days, — = 14. ’
at':hl:ejzagf t:lethbest ey of diminishing the price will be to take off the cost of carriage, and to sell long march for a bandy; it is more likely that the time ocfctgxee lsm anz; ,A :-,c T within two miles of it
:nimmump of :edu:t;:x;n € rate as at the pans and cotaurs on the coast. This at any rate ought to be the 1 The population of Wallajahnugger and the towns of Raneep ’

amounts to 44,000.
RAK. I2
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will cease to pass that way. For this reason, I think that while Vaniambaddy would
probably be a good terminus for traffic to and from Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar, &e., it
would not answer at all for Mysore, &c.

Major Pears himself shows that the eatension of the railway to Vanaimbaddy would not
benefit the Ceded Districts, nor the western talooks of North Arcot above the Ghauts.
Bellary, he observes, might be benefited by its being across the Poney river, six or seven

miles west of Wallajahnugger, but not farther.

The pointewhich he last indicates (a place called Trivullum) is that at which the new
road by Chittoor and the Mooglee Pass on the Mysore, and towards the districts of Cud-
dapah and Bellary is to commeuce, by which, no doubt, a large part of the exportable
produce of Mysore, Bellary, and Cuddapah, and the Balaghaut talooks of North Arcot, in
which sugar is now growing into importance, will in future pass coastward.

Trivellum is a small place, with a population numbering only 1,357, but it is the chief
station of a talook, and would therefore not be ineligible for a railway station, if there
were not a better further on. I think a better place for a station, if not a terminus, on this
line, would be the point of junction between the railway and the road from Vellore to
Chittoor, with which the road from Trivellum is to be united at a distance of nine or ten
miles from Vellore; and it may be observed, that if the railway were carried to this point,

000. The point of junc- the new road might be spared. This extension would carry on the railway

}lon appears to be about four miles 15 miles, to the vicinity of Vellore, the importance of which is not over-
rom Vellore. See Road Book, No. 2. rated by Major Pears; but it ought to be carried on further, for the sake

About 104 miles fro
or 35 from Wallajah

Para. 58,

On No. 78 of Arrow-
smith’s Atlas there
18 the trace of such
aroal.

Paras. 76 to 79.

67.

L of the traffic by Vaniambaddy, in the direction of Salem, if, at the same
time, 1t could be made serviceable to that of M ysore and the Ceded Districts, &c.; and the
m Madras, and 34 place which stiikes me as most eligible for a terminus is Goriattum, if, as
, ’ - .
nugger. " Major Pears thinks, not only possible, but very likely, a pass can be
) formed instead of that of Naikanairy, leading directly above the Ghaut,
and issuing between the head of the old pass and Palmanair; or otherwise, if a road could
be made casily from Goriattum to fall into the road from Chittoor at the foot of the
Mooglee Pass, the distauce being, apparently, much the same as from Vellore to Chittoor,
say 20 miles. Goriattum is a fit point of divergence and conveyance for the traflic by
Vaniambaddy ; it is a more considerable place than Vaniambaddy, the population number-
Ing 10,788 ; and it is not far from Ambore, which has a population of 10,000. It is, as
before ohserved, nearly due west from Wallajahnugger, and if, failing a better pass by
which eventually the railway might be carried directly above the Ghaut, and forward to
Bangalore, or towards Bellary, a road could be made to Mooglee of not greater distauce
than the proposed one from Trivellum, or that from Vellore to Chittoor, 1t seems to ne
that every desideratum would be obtained in fixing the terminus.here;* it would com-
mand alike trathe to Mysore and the upper 1alooks of North Arcot, Bellary, and Cud-
dapah, which would otherwise go by Trivellum ; and it would command the traffic from
V@iambaddy, while the line so far would be an excellent commencement for an extended
railway to Bangalore, or, by “Nalem, towards Malabar.

I thik it would be advisable to take the opinions of Major Cotton dud Captain Best,
who are both just now at Madras, upou the question, whese, supposing it to be deter-
mined to carry the railway farther to the westward, but short of the Ghauts, the terminus

ought to be fixed, with a particular reference to the above suo

A cmil v | . ggestions touching Goriattum.
simllar reference might he made, also, to Mr. Bourdillon, who, as Collector of the district,

must be pretty well acquainted with the line of country and the particular localities.

Possibly Major Pears may intend to carry his railroad by Goriattum, or near to it; he
has no where described the line he has in view; but the sketch serves to show that he
means to keep on the left bank of the Pular, till he reaches Vaniambaddy. :

_ This is not, indeed, quite consistent with what he says of Vellore, his words seeming to
§mp!y that Vellore is actuallv embraced in the extended line; but he may mean only that
it will be siearly affected by the railway. '

I sh:ll very briefly notice some of the other ponts considered in the sequel of Major
Pears’ Report.

I quite agree with Major Pears, that a single line will be sufficient for the present.
This, I observe, was the opinion of Mr. Simms also; but his recommendation that the

bridges, &c., should be coustiucted of such dimensions as to be suitable for a double line,
should be uttended to.

I agree with Major Pears that we ought not to aim at the adoption of the highest

rates of speed attained in England. On this point, I think we should aim at uniformity
with Bengal and Bombay. .

The maximum charge for goods certainly should not exceed one anna per mile. Th
e

* Jam somewhat sceptical as to tha accounts given by Msjor Pears of the traffic between Vaniam-
haddy and Wallajahnugger as being equal, or nearly equal, to that between Wallajahnugger and

Madras; but whatever may be its extent, I think most part would fall upon the railway at Goriattum,
if the terminus were fixed there. ’ :
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The ratgs proposed for passengers are, perhaps, as low as they can be made. I em not
sure, however, that the rate for the first class 18 not too low. I suppose the carriages of
this class will be used chiefly by gentlemen and others who would be able and willing to
pay more. The extent to which the carriages of the present transit companies have come
into use along the line on which they run, to the almost entire supercession of palankeens,
proves that there will be a ready demand for conveyance by the railway by persons who
now paying from six to eight annas per mile for the accommodation of the transit cairiages,
will cheerfully pay four annas for greater comfort, and tor three or fourfold greater speed.

As to native passengers, I think their resort to the railway will be slow; but I have no
doubt that it will increase year by year, and that in process of time, and when trunk lines
are carried through the heart of the country, it will be considerable. [ think it is likely
to be used particularly on the occasions of great festivals, at which multitudes of people
are assembled from distant parts, when it is usual for whole families to join with their
neighbours in companies to travel together. Their progress is slow, and there is, of course,
a great loss of time, and in proportion to the length of their absence from home 1s the
danger of accidents, and, above all, of sickness, to which such travellers are p.ecuharly
liable. 1 conceive that on the occurrence of the great festival at Canjeveram,* for instance,
the multitudes which flock to them from Madras, Wallajahnugger, and the nel%rhbourmg
large towns of Arcot and Raneeput, from Vellore, &c., would be apt to use the railway; the
charge might be reduced, as I believe it is in England, to meet such special occasions.

I concur in the opinion espressed by Major Pears, that it is advisable that this work
should be undertaken by the Government ; it should be undertaken on the principle that it
is called for as a means of improvement to the country, which it is the duty of Govern-
ment to care for, on the same principle that led to the devotion of four lacs of rupees per
annum to the construction and maintenance of trunk roads of the ordinary description, from
which Government looks for no direct profit.

It should be undertaken as an esperiment, having this object, among others more
obvious, to test whether it will not be more economical in the end, particularly on a line
such as that under consideration, with so many concurring circumstances in its favour, to
construct and maintain the best possible road, instead of the very inferior and very costly
one now kept up, the generul utility of the improved road being, probably, fourfold that of
the other. [ think that on this line a railway would yield at an early period a return
sufficient 10 save Government from all cost; whilea better road having been provideq, th_ere
wou'd be no necessity for keeping up the present trunk road, the heavy expense of which
would in future be sdved. But were it otherwise, were it clear that the returns would not
pay its costs, so long as the deficit did not exceed the expense of the trunk road, there
could be no doubt of the expediency of substituting the railway for it; so far, there could
be but one opinion ; but here arises the question, ought the Government of a country
circumstanced as this is to substitute railways for trunk roads of the ordinary deseription;
to introduce a means of commnunication so greatly more perfect, and so peculiarly adapted
to remove the existing impediments to the improvements of the country; to provide an
instrument fourfold more powerful and efficacious than that which is now available, not-
withstanding that it will be ml_lch more gos_lly. To this question I would answer, _that it
must depend upon the degree in which it is more cosply, upon the degree in which the
difference between the returns and the costs of the railway (making a ‘reasonable allow-
ance for a prospective increase in the returns as the influence of the railway comes into
full action) exceed the expense of maintaining a perfectly efficient trunk road. Were it
to cost 50 per cent. more to maintain the railway, it would, s my opm;:m, be ch(;a com-
pared with the advantage to be gained, and I sbould say it would be the duty of Govern-

ment to concede that advantage to the country. .
22 April 1851, (signed) D. Eliott.

Mixure by the Honourable Mr. Thomas dated 3 May 1851.

T Am not aware that there is much to be added to what Major Pears has adduced 3111 hn;
valuable papers, as to the importance and perfect feasibility of c‘oqs‘tructlrllg t(li ‘raxtmad
from Madras westward, at a comparative}y lovy cost, am{ the l')enehc[t:i results, direct an
indirect, which must follow the introduction of railroads into this Presidency.

2. The indirect results referred to, are, to my mind, of the utmost ;alue.' I agrze
entirely with that officer, that railroads will give an immediate 1mpu|se. tc; t f, nat:}:'e mtx)n ,
second, | believe, only 1o education, which can be but a slow process ; lurt er,: at l)'e)-'
will impart a stimulus to enterprise, and lead to the influx of capital, and thus tolt 1e (i:ar ier
development of the resources of the country, repaying tenfold the addltl(_)nad out ay in
excess of that of the ordinary road ; and ihat these advantages will be realized at a com-

pl.n'atively carly date. 3. For

. . » . . f lhe
* Since I wrote this I have learnt that, on the oceasion of the late festival at Canjeveram, some 0.
transit carringes were engaged to carry parties thither from Madras,—D. E,, 24th May.
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3. For 1 do not think it will be found that the native is so unwilling to deviatg from the
beaten track, and so unapt to take advantage of new and untried courses, that we must
not expect him to use the rail at once. I cannot entertain this view as regards that class
at least of the natives who are engaged in extensive commerce, or in turning a penny by a
petty trade. Such men are, as [ am well aware, not disposed to risk their capital or gains
n untried courses ; but show them practically that they can gain a few annas, or even pice,
by changing their mode of transit by using the rail in lien of the ordinary native bandy,
and there is probably less chance of their foregoing the more gainful mode” than the same

class in Europe. I cannot question, therefore, the immediate utility and success of the
railroad.

5. 1 will now offer an opinion upon what appear to me the most prominent points
noticed by Major Pears, >

First, as regards the direction of the line ; I agree with him that it is most }iesirable, if
Dot necessary, in order that the experimental railroad may have a full and fair trial, that the
terminus should be westward, and beyond Arcot or Wallajahnuggur; I would place it
at Vellore.

6. It would thus traverse the Paular River with its wid
with one great and serious obstacle to the traffic from the
the terminus, too, would be at
Chittoor and the Moogly Ghaut,
would also be a good terminus as
through the Satyhur or other mo
baddy to Bangalore.

e and sandy bed, and do away
Western districts and Mysore ;
a large and important town, united by a good road with
and leading thence to Bellary and Cuddapah. Vellore
connected with the direct lines into the Mysore, whether
Te eligible pass, as well as with the line through Vaniam-

7. But my chief reason for preferrin
which the large traffic of the VVp

Jattach, the greatest weight t
terminating at Arcot will be s
goods arriving there en route t

g 1t is, that it is the point, rather than Arcot, at
estern districts and the Mysore would naturally rest. For
o the opinion expressed by Major Pears, that a railway
ubject to the special disadvantage pointed out by him ; that

: ' tée to the coast, having nothing but an easy three days’ journey
to Madras, with no mmpediment, would not be transhipped to the railroad; and a rail

ending at Arcot or Wallajahnuggur, might afford a great advaatage to traffic.

8. Butif it terminated at Vellore, it will, I think, be different. It will not only be at a
greater distance from Madras,

: but the carts would avoid the heavy and trying drag across
the bed of the Paular, at all times severe upon the bullocks, and the river 1self is occa-
sionally impassable. I

should conclude, therefore, that if the temminus were fixed at
Vellore, the cart traffic would stop at that point.

9. 1 think it would also be found that the traffic from Madras westward would seek the
rallway to Vellore more readily than to Arcot, for the same reason, that whilst the road
from' Madras to Arcot offers no impediment to carts, and they would therefore probably
continue to work and compete with the rail, they could not readily compete with it to
Vellore, so long as the Pay

ellor lar is unbridged ; and it would be scarcely worth while to bridge
this river unless the thought of a railroad is altogether relinquished.

10 1 will further add, that it appears to me that the line should run direct th_l'Ough
Vallajahnuggur and Arcot, and not leave a large and commercial town out of its imme-
diate line, and take a less thickly inhabited and less wealthy line of country, as that to

Sholingur would be. I do not think it probable that the warehouses at Wallajahnuggur,
or its trade, would be trans

‘ ) ferred to another locality, to meet the rail. The capital and
resources of the trading community are too limited to admit of their readily relinquishing
dwellings and property at Wallajahnuggur to fix themselves at a new spot, and if 1s not
probable that it would be fo

; v their interest to do so. The only result, therefore, of thus
passing by Arcot would be, 1 fear, to continue the cart traffic indefinitely.

in the first instance, an extension of the line beyond Vellore to
1baddy, as proposed by Major Pears. The Government is not in position now to
say which is the best line into Mysore; or whether an extension from Vellore or Arcot
to Bellary and Cuddapah is not more mmportant than south-westward to Vaniambaddy,

Salem, &e. Major Pears appears to me himself to assign sufficient reasons for not now
deterniining this point.

ining I should think it therefore imexpedient for the Government to
commit itself to such an extension, as the placing the terminus at Vaniambaddy would do.

11. I shall not advocate,
Vaniambaddy,

12. Financial results,
look upon Major Pears’ statement on this head, so far as regards the present and
probable amount of tonnage and of traffic on the rail, as deserving of much confidence.
They are well and carefully deduced from trustworthy data, and rehance may, I think, be
fairly placed upon them.

13. His proposit@on for' an inland depbt for salt I should of course entirely approve, and
have no doubt of its policy, if accompanied by a reduction in the monopoly price. And
it can scarcely be doubted a]

e do 80, that it would prove a source of increased revenue, p!‘owded
the monopoly price is, as it most certainly should be, fixed so low as to bring marine salt
within the means of the bulk of the people. But upon this point I would refer to my
Minute, recorded on the 17th August 1850, para. 20.
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i ther items of estimated traffic. ’It is
ttach so much importance to the o ; ‘
ut;iolngglen?vth:th?;r the inland districts will be able to compete with .the cgafztg)(;owgcr:as
g\ the production of suzar when the Godavery. and Kistna an_mcutsl aletcoilt spbulk‘that d
indigo,pnamed also by Major Pears, is 'i);; 80 hlg}? at c;);;g:tr;tli:eb;autl;; g’;) lta balk, that ¢
i ¥ an e 1
is not affected by the cost of transit. e mere O e b great pout
his covers the full cost of t‘he transit to the . poit
gsfrt\l(;: Si?xa:’ a:i(fi:v: lv:he:ther this or that particular article will be beneﬁltle(:) b); tf(l:e; ;ilvll ol
is certain th);t for long time to come the great export fro}rln Inqllav\:ﬁ off‘:r h chea,p nes
therefore, ordinarily bulky products of her soil. And as t‘ e rai :,he e e
speedy mede of trapsit, it cannot fail to benefit the producers, i.e.,
largely.

arriag s low
15. I should entirely agree with Major Pears that the rates of earriage s(iu;gl;ihle)egi o
as he has estimated ; and 1 would look to the extension of co.mmerce,t%ll: o e
improvement of the country, for the profitable return upon railway outlay,
the immediate income from the carriage of goods.

; i il, and its
16. Major Pears appears to me to overlook, in part, the xmpm::.ar}l)cet ﬁlébfmr;or,tance of
influence, for passenger traffic. It may be difficult to computﬁ ]Z{ lxlands for traops. for
the rail in this respect i3 incalculable. Take for instance the de_xtx_ 0 b from Vellore
Ceylon in 1848 : —The 34th regiment, N. 1., though it accomphshg ; s :‘iod was yet some
to Madras, and was ready for embarkation within a remarkably sdor l'}t)tlr o Wi Liferonce.
days ; whéreas if a rail had been available, it v.vould l_\av? ma V\?’t l: t}e;e farge Conboatd
whet},)er the troops were at Vellore or at thg Presxdeqcy.xtse.f. \ 1“ e g e within
of this Presidency, and the form of the pem.nsula,. brmgmg near“y a od Ean e would
a short  distance of the sea, the facility a railroad running to Ve ore anhere r hgey ight be
offer for the transport of trof(lzps :o Madras,n zgdfothteﬁl:eprts :Sr;}('i pr?:rvtav; The experditure
me to ofter strong grou T Y. _ .
lv‘sﬁiﬂ;)id;"ozpn‘f isctaoxmoet but think, gligke politically and t{)nancxally wise and expedient, if
the Government is to look beyond the present hour.

i c
17. Although the data given by Major Pears of the probable receipts fr?mcggg ézzfi’
which will seek the railway may be considered sound, and deserv:nugl 0 O orer
I can see nothing at all satisfactory as to the given cost of the raxlroa}tli. ) ci]a;g o e done,
that Major Pears has tested and carefully sifted, as it appears to me he sho
the estimate of 22 lakhs as the cost of the rail to Arcot.

i i i ; and T can
18. T am unable of course to judge of the value of this professlox}:tle:st:&i.tea,s :nprelimi-
ouly reiterate here an opinion already given to the railway comn_lll y b ’p roposed line,
nary measure, a full and minute survey of the first three or ﬁv?ﬁ 1mi ei 0 oinceh by Govern:
in its course to Poonamallee, should be carried out by thle ) cgrblgpcost 5F coery yard ;
ment, That a full statement should be then pregared of t 1e1 Pro zlx e ary banks, or
the price of land, the eartbwork, the tunnels tor water, (;mnnefsl,ocal mependiture, with
hedggas laying down the rails, &e. &e., estlm’gtmg for every item O'l hronhott, that any
a rateable charge for supervision per mile. The country 1s so sn}rln y grid e over the Palaur,
five miles may be taken as an average of the whole, e':{‘ci-lgpt t ?d ivgaclrar e of the
and perhaps the ground near the SCW vigi&l:li:gfombr:eks:uppli?dwi(:lu thg country, and without
’ y " ma § |
:;:Eﬁn:,ogfw t?:il; ;::t;):;, ?Odlf’n?)rt] feel any confidence in the estimates formed.
o

ki he line, can
i . and agency for working t
for rails, the plant, &c. an ‘ g e e vary
b lst)h o Il)li()b&i(brfzwc: ari%ea})Pears to me, only by reference ;oilsi:lg‘}‘:;:es,, g mast vary
e -thuroughly éar with the price of iron, 1mprovemen ; S; e oo very little
larlgeb' from year to Zfﬁr;r can make upon those pomts her;:, ax:t,ual cL Erge.,
(v::lz:al();n?inhzr:(giir;e:; be l:elied upon as an approximation to the a
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; e full statement of
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as 1t will never be nec

i ail. .
the greater part of the traffic is transferred to the r
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al a Government unaet
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taking; 1 would, however, advoca : tal ave forthcoming, the Governm ice
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Let any one acquainted with the features of this Presidency, its peculiar adoption to
railways, so favourable are the natural features of the country, that the steepest sloEZ
throughout the whole line would not exceed 16 feet in the mile, and it may safely
affirmed that there is not a single engineering difficulty of any kind; its peculiar want of
such means of transport, for there is not, correctly speaking, a navigable river in it, and
it has but few and very imperfect roads; and its produce is now carried to Madras, and
to the eastern coast, from the inland districts, upon the time-consuming, wretched bullock-
gart]s, or the pack bulluck, often at a heavy cost, and to the injury of the produce
itself,

Looking to these facts, [ know no object in my judgment of equal importance, ia every
point of view, political as well asfiscal, upon which the State could lay out its funds, and no
work that would eventually so repay the expenditure in the general improvement and progress
of the country, and theresore, uf necessity, of itsrevenues. We need only advert to America,
where the rail is the earliest road constructed, to feel assured that a large but a judicious
government expenditure ‘on this head would not fail to yie]fl the most ample returns, and
conduce beyond all other means, by its influence on all the interests of the country, to gbe
rapid development of its resources. I should not, therefore, hesitate to urge the undertaking
of this great work at the earliest moment practicable,

3 May 1851. (signed)  J. F. Thomas.

Mixvure by the Right Honourable the President.

I 5AvE read the Minutes recorded regarding the railway by my Honourable colleagues,
Messrs. Eliott and Thomas, with great interest, and I may add, satisfaction, as they both take
the same favourabie view of the project which the perusal of Major Pears’ reports had
impressed on me. )

observe that there is some slight difference of opinion between them as to the best station
for the Westorn terminus, and this is a pdint of which, from my entire ignorance of the
localities, I cannot venture to speak with any confidence. The opinion I expressed in my
former Minute was solely grounded on the reliance I placed in Major Pears’ recommendation
that Vaniambaddy should be chosen as the terminus ; but whether it, or Goriattum (pro-
posed by the Honourable Mr. Eliott), or Vellore (suggested by the Honqurable Mr. Thomas),
18 a matter deserving of the fullest inquiry and consideration, and I quite concur in Mr.
Eliott’s proposition that it should be referred for the sentiments of the civil and military
(engineer) officers whom he has named, and any others who are likely to throw light on it.
All parties seem decided on one point, that of tge railway at once extending beyond Walla-
Jahnuggur, and the terminus should be fixed with reference to the best position for its future
extension above the Ghauts,

10 May 1851. (signed) Henry Pottinger,

(No. 465.)

1. "I'HE Right Honourable the Governor in Council has perused with deep interest Major
Pears’ valuable Report, in which the importance and feasibility of constructing a railroad
from Madras westward, and he considers, have been clearly shown, as also the beneficial

results, direct and indirect, which must follow the introduction of railroads into this
Presidency. '

2. It appears that Major Pears, in the first instance, a plied himself to the determination
of the best line for a railway between Madras and Veallajahnugger as the points con-
templated by the Madras Railway committee, and submits the above Report in anticipation
of his surveys and estimates, which aie not yet ready, in order to lay bet}c))re Government as
early as possible the information he has obtained and the conclusions he has arrived at in
regard to the expediency of adopting the line proposed by the railway committee, or rather,
of confining it within the limits contemplated gy the committee,

113. The Governor in Council fully concurs in the views expressed by Major Pears, that
the proposed railway should be a Government undertaking ; that a single line, with the
means of laying down a double line, will be sufficient for the present, and that it is not
necessary to adopt the highest rates of speed attained in England.

4. With regard to the direction of the line, there can be no doubt that it should be west-
ward, but to what poiut is a question of considerable impoitance.

5. Major Pears expresses strongly his conviction that the line to Wallajahnuggur is too

short to furnish a satisfactory experiment, or to produce any marked improvement; he

notices, as an unfavourable circumstance, that the pr d i hoit of two
rivers, the Ponay and the Palar, both unbr,idged. proposed terminus falls shoit of tw

6. He thinks that the railway should be extended to Vaniambad , as the lide upon which
there is the greatest amount of traffic, and one which, from the favourable circumstanees
under whlch_lt might be constructed and worked, 18 most likely to exhibit favourable
results. Vaniambady, he observes, has a population of from 6,000 to 8,000, including the

subnrbS.

*
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suburbs.* It is sitvated at a point where tratiic from Madras branches into two channels :
towards Salem, Coimbatore, and Malabar by the one, the Mysore territories and Canara l?’
the other. The advantages of this line, according to his view, are a greater amount o};'
traffic, in proportion to its extent, than any other that could be selected, and greater cheap-
ness of construction, as involving fewer works of magnitude, the bridges across the Ponay
and Palar being the only works of magnitude, and those attended with no difticulty and no -
expense that would not be amply counterbalanced by the chea};\mess of the line and the
importance which the railway would derive from the passage of those two rivers.

7. He asserts that the traffic over each mile of this extended line is, even now, not much
below that on the shorter one, but the longer line would exercise a far greater influence on
its amount, and the profits arising from it would, probably, be greater, while its usefulness
would be much more extended. Already, he observes, there is a considerahle traffic by the
trunk road from the districts of Trichinopoly, Madura, and Dindigul, which- would be
increased by a railway terminating at Vaniambady. Major Pears reckons that, at present,
by far the greater part of the traffic which passes from Wallajahnuggur to Madras comes
from Vaniambady, while there is between the latter place and Vellore an additional amount
not far, if at all, short of that which joins the Eresent at Wallajahnuggur from other
channels. The railway being extended to Vaniam ady, Major Pears assumes troops and
military stores for the southern division of the army would be sent by this route ; as regards
passengers and the conveyance of troops and stores, he remarks that a line starting at
Madras that would place them 130 miles on their road to Bangalore, Salem, Coimbatore,
Malabar, the Neilgherry and Sheewuroy Hills, would afford greater accommodation than
any other line of equal length. Finally, he cbserves, that this would derive additional
importance from the town of Vellore, \)’l‘th a populatlon of 120,000 (83 miles from Madras),
far surpassing Arcot in political and military importance.

8. Major Pears proposes Vaniambedy, but perhaps Gorattum or Vellore would be
a wore advantageous position for the terminus.

9. Bangalore is slightly to the north of a line running due west of Wallajahnuggur, while
Vaniambady is 17 or 18 miles to the south of it. Goriattum and the old Nackanarry Pass
are pretty neariy due west. The road by Vaniambady to Bangalore is disapproved, both
on account of the additional distance caused by the hne trending so far to the south, and
also on account of the difficulties from the natural features of the country between Vani-
ambady and Cssor, which render it the least eligible way of access to the Mysore territories ;
it is therefore in contemplation io change the line of the high road from Madras to Banga-
lore, and to convey it Ly Chittoor und the Moogly Pass; when the road to Chittoor is
made, and the Moogly gass improved, as proposed, there can be no doubt that the most
part of that main portion of the traffic by Vaniambady, which Major Pears speaks of as
branching off at that point to the Mysore territories and Canara, will cease to pass

‘that way.

10. For this reason, while Vaniambady would probably be a good terminus for traffic to
and from Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar, &c., it would not answer so well for Mysore, &c.
Major Pears himself shows that the extension of the railway to Vaniambady would not
benefit the Ceded Districts nor the Western talooks of North Arcot above the Ghauts.
Bellary, he observes, might be benefited by its being cairied across the Ionay River, six
or seven miles west of Wallajahnuggur, but not further.

11. The point which he last indicates (a place celled Trivellum) is that at which the new
road by Chittoor and the Moogly Pass into Mysore and towards the districts of Cuddapah
and Bellary is to commence, by which, no doubt, a large part of the exportuble produce
of Mysore, Bellary, Cuddapah, and the-Balaghat talooks of North Arcot, in which sugar
is mow growing into impo_rtance, will in (uture. pass coast}vard. Trivellum is a emall place,
with a population numbering only 1,357, b_ul it 1s the chief station of a talook, and would
therefore not be ineligible for a railway station, if there wete not a better further on. Der-
haps a better place for a station, if not a terminus, in this !ln)e would be the point of junction
between the railway and the road from Vellore to Chittoor, with which the road from
Trivellum is to be united. This extension would carry on the vailway 15 wiles, to the
vicinity of Vellore, the importance of which is not overrated by Major Pears, but it might
be carried on further for the sake of the traffic by Vaniambady, in the direction of Salen,
if, at the same time, it could be made serviceable to that of Mysore and the Ceded
Districts, &c.

12. Under this view, Goriattum I would appear to be an eligible place for the terminus,
if, as Major Pears thinks, not only possible, but very likely a puss can be formed instcad
of that of Nackanarry, leading directly above the Ghauts, and issuing betwcen the head
of the old pass and Palmanair, or otherwise if a road cculd be mude easily from Goriattum
to fall into the road from Ckhittoor at the foot of the Moogly Pass, the distance being

apparently

* The population of Wallajahnuggur, and the town of Raneepet and Arcot, within two miles of it,
amounts to 44,000. ’

+ About four miles from Vellore, but on the opposite bank of the river.

1 About 104 miles from Madras, and 34 or 35 trom Wallajahnuggur,
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apparently much the same as from Vellore to Chittoor, say 20 miles. Goriattum is a fit
point of divergence and convergence for the traffic by Vaniambady; it is a wore con-
siderable place than Vaniambady, the population numbering 10,788, and it is not far from
Amboor, which has a population of 11,000; it is, as before observed, nearly due west from
Wallajahnuggur, and if, failing a better pass by which eventually the railway might be
carried directly above the Ghauts and forward to Bangalore, or towards Bellary, a road
could be made to Moogly of not greater distance than the proposed one from Trivellum
or that from Vellore to Chittoor, every desideratum would apparently be obtained in fixing
the terminus at Goriattum ; it would command all the traffic from Mysore and the upper
talooks of North Arcot, Bellary, and Cuddapah, which would otherwise go by Trivellum ;
and it would command the traffic from Vaniambady, while the line so far would be an

excellent commencement for an extended railway to Bang 3
ercellent nt : y to Bangalore, or by Salem towards

13. On the other hand, by fixing the terminus at Vellore, the rail would traverse the
Palar River, with its wide and sandy bed, and do away with one great and serious obstacle
to the traffic from the Western districts and Mysore ; the terminus, too, would be at a large
and important town, united by a good road with Chittoor and the Moogly Ghaut, and
leading thence to Bellary and Cuddapah; Vellore would also be a cood terminus as
connected with the direct lines into the Mysore, whether through the Satghur or other
more eligible pass, as well as with the line through Vaniambady to Bangalorg.

14. Bat a chief reason for naming V i it 1 1
. g Vellore is, that it is the point, rather than Arcot
at which the large traffic of the Western districts and the Mysore gvould naturally rest. ’

15. 1t would not only be a greater distance fro i
t m Madras, but the carts would avoid the
heavy and trying drag across the bed of the Palar, at all ,times severe upon the bullocks,

and the river itself is occasionally i i
t : . y impassable; it may, therefore, be reasonably supposed
that if the terminue were fixed at Vellore, the cart traffic would st’op at that po'm);;. PP

16. It may also be found that the traffic from M i
! adras westward would seek the railroad
ﬁagfil‘”f nAoTe readily ‘ha“.t" AFCOt; for the same reason that, whilst the road from
s to Arcot offers no impediment to carts, and they would, therefore, probably

continue to work and compete with th il i 1
Vellore, so long as the Pala? is unbridgeg. rail, they could not readily compete with it to

17. But as the fixing on a pl inus i

17 ) place for the western terminus is a point deserving the fullest

l(r]l;}tl;:;'[)l', r:‘l)le (iolv\r/frgor in Council deems it advisable to call fop; the opiniong; of Major
» now at Madras, and of Captain Best, superintendent of roads, upon the question

where, supposing it to be determined to carry the railway further to the westward, but '

Zgoge:tfi (t)l;: (frhax;lt_s, t.har terminus ought to be fixed, with particular reference to the above
gg ouching Goriattum and Vellore; a similar reference will be made to Mr.

Bourdillon, who, as Collector N : :
country an,d the,Particulaiclgéa?iftig?rth Arcot, must be well acquainted with the line of

“_i:}?ai\gj&r ll;e:rss will fu;'msh as early as possible the estimate promised in his Report,
the surve al; d est'urvfy ff) the line to Wallajahnugger, deferring till further instructions
and minu)t’e - lmf%} ;31 of: his proposed extended line. He will afterwards submit a full
Poonamallee. a ey of the first five miles of the line to Wallajahnugger into its course to
of land. the CﬁOmpamed by a full statement of the probable cost of every yard, the price

, the earthwork, the tunnels for water, channels, boundary banks, or hedges, laying

down the rails, &c. & sy ,
y &c. &c., estimating for every item of e wi teable
charge for supervision, per mile. g y local expenditure, with a ra

19. With the view of this Government availing i i
. v ailing itself of the experience of the Bombay
Company, which has already entered into contracts for the supplypof rails, &c. to a great

extent, 1t is resolved that applicati
: L oore pplication be made to the Bombay G t to procure all
the information obtainable on this head. y (rovernment £o pt

20. The papers above recorded will be brought to the notice of the Honourable the Court

f' M . . M
? 'Dlzviictors by the next mails, with an assurance that the estimates, when received, will be
orwarded with the least practicable delay. ' ‘ '
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No. 1.

MEMORANDUM of the Extent of SuGar CANE CULTIVATION in the North Areot District,
from Fusly 1245 to 1259 inelusive. .

e
FUSLIES. POONJAH. NUNJAH. TOTACAL. TOTAL. REMARKS,

S I _

Cawnies. as. | Cawnies. as. Cawﬁ;’ts-;;. Cawgies. as.

- - - 18 3 860 14 § 8
1312 - - 31 2 t 865 13 3 2 899 653
1247 - - - 21 4 930 123 315% 956 -~
1248 - - - 47 8% | 1,018 7§ 4104 1,066 58
1249 - - - 23 7 976 44 2 13} 1,001 83
1250 - - - 35 144 920 1§ 6 8% 962 44
1251 - - - 90 4% | 1,100 16§ 3 8 1,124 128
1252 - - - 63 13 | 1,511 -3} 2 153 1,577 1%
1253 - - - 69 8} | 1,606 8% 6 91 1,682 103
1254 - - - 190 14 2,185 74 711% 2,334 134 ], The accounts for
- - -] - - -1 - - - ! Fusly 1255 are
1255 - - -1 - - '
1 f

1256 - - - 114 43 2,186 15 7 6% 2,308 10} lnot forthcoming
1257 - - - 123 12 1,985 13 8 4 2% 2,008 12} | .
1258 - - - 118 3} | 1,350 3 6 5% 1,474 114
1259 - - - 91 2 1,462 11} 5 63 1,659 3§

Note.—The above refers to Government Jands only. There is no record of the cultivation in
zemindary, pallium, enam, &c. lands, except for Fusly 1259, i which year it was 1,108 cawnies.
It is probable that this also has been much increased during the last 15 years, as is the case in the
Government lands.

North Arcot, igned J. D. Bourdillon
Collector's Catcherry, Chin.oor:‘L (signed) Col[;CtOI‘.
20 December 1850. J

Appendix (L.)

STATEMENT showing the Average RETAIL Price of SaLt at the undermentioned Plas:es in
the District of North Arcot, from Fusly 1255 to Fusly 1259 inclusive, and the probable Cost of
Carriage from Madras in each Case.

’ Average DDgc:uIc)t_ D}stance Rate per Ton
i i €] rice rom

NAMES OF PLACES. R;;: l:}fn'?ec.e an[:i Profit. Madras. per Mile.

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. Miles. fur.} Rs. a. p.

Chittoor - - - - - 171 18 8 35 - - o8 O -~ 1 38

Tirputty - - - - - 160 10 9 |-33 - - 84 2 - 1 65-
Caverypack - - - - - 165 14 2 30 ~ - 68 0 -1 7
Sholinghur - - - - - 174 9 8 87 -~ - 65 4 - 2 1
Tirvalum - - - - - 163 7 6 27 = - 75 0 - 1 8
Satghur - - - - - 160 5 - 24 - - 107 & - -9
Cuddapanuttum - - - - 189 9 4 5l - - 124 2 - 1 5
Arcot - - - - - - 1568 11 9 18 - - 70 O - =11
Vellore - - - - - - 163 3 2 227 - - 84 O -1 2
Tirvatoor - - - - - 167 - 9 22 - - 75 O - 11
Polloor - - - - - - 162 16 7 20 - - 102 O - =11
Vanduvash - - - - - 158 10 2 18 - - 70 O - =11

Sutwaid - - - - - 128 -~ - |- - - 50 O —

Penmerry - - - - - 200 11 10 60 - 113 0 - 111
Vencatagherry Cottah - - - 203 5 - 63 ~ - 154 (3 -2 1
Arnee Jaghire . - - - 162 13 & 26 - - 81 5 ~ 1 2
Average Cost of Carriage - - - Rs. - 1 3
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Appendix (M.)

STATEMENT showing the Extent to w

of some of the Chief Articles of Co ich the Cost of CARRIAGE, as well as the Market Value

mmerce, would be affected by the Railway to Wallajah-

flllyy(‘r.
Total |
F; tal Savi P
Name of Articles. - om thence ! Opzr T::J:ng Pe:niigﬁtou e;’l‘(e?:;lrf;on
Derived. by Railway.  Cost of Carriage. | Market Value Remarks.
. ‘1 at Madras,
t S —— = —
| Rs. «.
(! Cuddapah - 16 per cent. -
. . Bellary - [ 8 "
Cotton - -¢, North Arcot 3 5 32 . il ey
¢ Coimbatore - | 9 ” - “F cent.
' Salem - ‘ 5 ?
t k ” =
. Cuddapah - 16
Indigo - -I: North Arcot | 3 5 f 32 i ) l '
l’ Salem i [ s - f - 1 ,, |--Oneton, valued
! i ) - at 3,200 rs.
) I Bellary - ‘ i g
Grain - 7| Cuddapah - |1 3 35 .[{ 16 A ] .
l North Arcot J l s " - fll - Ditto at 30 rs.
i ” =
) 1 Bellary - l g
Rice - - -q! Cuddapeh - 3 5 16 » - ] - .
North Arcot J 32 ol ,{ 7.8 , Ditto at 45 rs.
: ” -
Ghee- . _[ Cuddapah - } s 5 J 16 .
N 1| Salem - L 15 . - } 1 - Ditto at 330 rs.
Oils - - - | Salem - 5 15 .
Redwood - - | Salem - 3 5 ; 15 ’ i O Dicto at 200 13
: P2, 14 -, Ditto at 26 rs.
T . ] Cuddapah - | 18
amarind - - Sﬂ]em - 3 5 _”, 15 ” - ]
l; North Arcot lj 3;) ” - J 9 - Ditto at 35 rs.
2 , -
S f Palmanair - f 29 ’ |
»ugar - -1. Cuddapah - 8 5 ( 16 7 - 1
l,, Salem - l[ 15 » - J 16 , Ditto at 200 rs.
, . | 3 -
Baltpetre - J Colxmbatore i} 5 f| 9
a - b3 b3 -
L; em ; ‘." 15 " R } 1 8 » Ditto at 180 rs.
|
(No. 349.) Appendix (N )

From J. D. B ;
« L. Gourdillon, Esq,, C
» 55y Ollecgr of North Arcot, to Major 7. 7. Pears, c.B.,
Sir, ngineers.
1. | HAVE the hon
: ! our to acknowleo . .o ..
tx?n On certain points connected wf{a}e _yl'oul letter of the 22d October, requesting informa-
proposed 1ailway frou, Mad 1 the statistics of this district, with reference to the
the information i‘equired res;:nti;,i(évi?}rds Banga]o1'e. I enclose a statement (No. 1) giving
3 Y Spe € names i i ief towns
and their distance from Madras, and some)::ﬂ::t;:l:?cn;]’a?:d Population of the ehief towns,
2. The district is ch; . )
to articles of counbt';’h]sggi agricultural, and its agriculture is, for the most part, confined
chillies, &c. There are ah:i::ir}l){:o"’ fl}y which I mean grain chiefly, paddy, tamarinds,
, but a considerable er of large towns in it, which go far to consume this
) e tqu;ntxty goes from the eastern parts to Madras, and some
this district to 5 ]imi’ted tO ondicherry. Indigo has long been grown and made in
ncrease.  For the most aex ent, and the manufacture shows mno tendency to material
the greater part of the py pci Tt t{ns 1s manufactured according to the Kuropean system, and
. produce is taken to Madras. Of late i:curs the growth of the sugar-
ion; the talooks where this product
' udd: ; s where this pro
above the Ghauts) Ch dpanuttum, Vencatayherry, Cottah, and Congoondy(the }Zalooks
€xport in the Fusly year 1259 rcot. The quantity of sugar carried to Madras for
Passed out of the distriet in th (1849-50), was 359,712 maunds ; and the quantity of rum
are a]se Sa'l?e period, was 9,686 gallons, chiefly to iadras, Large
the ]Calastl‘}’ and Canv'etinucrn'(értzaerfl?nso 'Madri(;s h'OI;} e oauaid 'WIOOk’ and parts of
road ; R - 2454 aries. art of this T .
» part by country roads, and part by the Cochrane C::a(lmters Madras by the northern

3. Of

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY. | ;

3. Of the towns of the district some of the most populous, as Arcot, Runipett, Vellor
Tripetty, cultivate no special branch of industry, and owe their growth, not ,to trad
or manufactures, but to their being, from various causes, favourite places of residenc
to certain classes having income to spend. Such places are not without the commo;
manufactures necessary to the convenience of their own population, but they consum

-more than they produce, and have few or no exportable commodities; other towns ar

principally places of business, and of these the chief are Wallajappett and Amboor. Th
former has long been a large emporium for the trade between the coast and the interior,
and also possesses un extensive manufacture of chintz, much of which is, I believe, exporied
to the eastward ; a_good deal of cloth is also woven there. Amboor is a place of very
active trade, it is inhabited by a number of wealthy and enterprizing merchants of the
Subbay class, who collect the country produce, sugar, ghee, chilies, &c., and transport it to
Madras. It also contains manufactures of indigo. Trivatoor and Arnee may also be wen-
tioned as manufacturing cloths extensively.

4. With respect to the situation of the various towns, and gheir comniunications with
Madras, Wallajapett, Ranipett, Arcot, Vellore, Goriattum, Trivullum, and Amboor, are
all either on the high western road or within a few miles of it, and that is of course their
line of road to the coast. I need say nothing of its condition, which must be well known
to you; though much abused, and certainly extremely bad, compared with any high road
in Europe, it is infinitely better than the common country roads. Arnee, Poloor,

“"Privatoor and Wandiwash also communicate with Madras by the high western, the

two former coming into it at Arcot, the two latter near Conjevaram. As to the central
and western parts of the district, Chittoor, Pemnurry, Cuddapanuttum, and Vencata-
cherry Cottah, the traffic from these parts also falls into the High Vestet:n Road at Ranipett
or Wallajahpett; the route by Sholinghur would be shorter, but being in a very bad
state, it is little used. The northern und north-eastern talooks, Tripetty, Calastry,
Cavetnugger, and Sutwaid, communicate with the Presidency, principally by the Cuddapah

road, and partly by the northern road. I will only add here, that the roads by which
the high western road is reached are universally extremely bad, so as to offer a very

serious impediment to traffic; the same is true of the Cuddapah road.

5. With respest to the amount of traffic on the various roads, [ have some tables which

were taken last year for the Dawmulchervoo, Nuggery, and Naicknairy Passes; these I

enclose. 1 will not offer an opinion as to the amount of credit to which they are
entitled, though it was my endeavour to have them accurately taken, I will cause similar
returns to be prepared for the Moogly Pass, and the Arcot road at Poonnay. There
are no other passes either possessing much traffic or offering facilities for it ; the Naicknairy
Pass, indeed, is now in such a state as to be almost impassable for wheel conveyances,
and its natural defects as a road are so great, that it has been thought inexpedient to
repair it.  Even the sugar from Vencatgherry, Cottah, and from Congoondy is sent to
Madras by Palmanair, Chittoor and Wallajapett, over very bad roads, to avoid that
pass. ~

6. As to the increase in the population of Wallajapett and Arcot (by which latter you
probably intend Ranipett) I regret that I can afford you no precise information, as my
records contain no authentic or trustworthy accounts of the population at~former
periods. There is no doubt, however, that both Ranipett and Vellore have been very
much extended during the last 20 years, and I have uc doubt that the population of
Wallajapett also has increased within the same period.

7. I entertain no doubt that a railway passing through this district from Madras
would be a great benefit to it, by cheapening transport, and so increasing the value of its
products.

But to give full effect to this improvcmerit, it would be absolutely necessary at the same

time to improve the branch roads by which commodities would reach the railway; at

present some of the chief arteries of the district are so bad as to be barely passable
for wheel conveyances. 1 may mention especially the roads frorp Chittoor to Arcot
and to Vellore, and from Tripetty to Chittoor. If these branch lines continue in their
present condition, the advantages of a railway would be very much restricted.

N I have, &c.

North Arcot, Collector’s Cutchery, Chittoor, (signed) J. D. Bourdillon,
12 November 1850. Colle‘ctor.
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STATEMENT g ) , LATION, &c., of the Chief Towns in the District o . . ied to the undermentioned Districts in Fusly 1259.
SR ] ] STATEMENT of the Quantity of SaLt supplied to .
| Distance .. - :
A Popula- Remarks as to . Principal ] TTee———— }
Situation of the P of the Chief Produce of b | Myasore,
c ket . . llary. | Bangalore: M
TALOOK. TOWNS. - oit"u;rlie Towns | the Nature of the Roads| tzll:vliﬂzh § North Arcot. | Salem. | Coimbatore. { Cuddapah.| Bellary !
owns. Towns, Mﬁgxl'l;s to Madras. the Towus, taken. A T l
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 5 14 1! 276 | 1,667
— : — Madras - - 209 31 96 12 | - - 20
. . m f North Arcot - - - N — - — - -
Chittoor -~ . | Chitteor - - | .. Twenty-two miles | 9,983 | 98 “- | - . The road from | - . Grain, tamarind, | - Vellore,Arcot, Innevelly . - - ) 0 — - _ _
north of Vellores Chittoor to Raneepett Jjaggery, sugar, chilies, | Wallajahnug- Madura. - - - - 45 51 . —_ -
iz extremelg ;ﬂdl; tobacco, and cloths. gel's and Ma- Tanjore - - - - 195 27; - 2. - 236
thence on the High ras, | 32 - T e - 0
Tripat . : Western Road. So‘-_lth Arcot - 6 7;9 88 162 2 |- 1,506
rpatty - o Triputty - ... Forty-four miles | 8996 | 84 2| In a very bad state ~ | - - Grain, tamarind, | -  None. Chlngleput - 144 325 - 505 446 - —
north of Madras, and and cloths. ellore - 211 - T — - - -
about 10 miles from Guntoor - — - —
the high road between 4 276 3,429
C . Madrasand Cuddapah, 1.315 1.239 777 48 ?
averypauk - | Wallajapett .| - . West of Madras, 20,000 | 68 - | In good order - - | = Grain, indigo, chintz, | Madras. 570 ’ ’
and on the Great and different sorts of
Ditto Rancepett, \]gVestem Road. cloths, N 574 . . . 436
0= - eepe JiDitto - ditte -] 18000 70 - Ditte . . . None - - |- None Mal . . - . 7 - e - | 1,388
Skolinghur Sholinghur .- Wegt of Madras, and 4:000 65 4 - The road to Madras | . Grain, indigo, and | - - Wallajah- C an::)ar _ - . - - - i ’
10 miles north of the | is in very bad order. | cloths, nugger, Arcot, - ) ) 1,819
Tirvaly . Great Western Road. ‘ and Madras. 374 _ - | - - ’
m - - Tirvelum - = - - West of Madras, | 1357 | 75 — | .. The road from Tir- | - - Grain, indigo, chil- | - - Vellore, Ar- —_ - ==
and four miles north vallum to Arcot is lies, tamarind, and | coi, Wallajah- - -l - - 5,248
of the Palar River, pretty good ; the re- | ¢loths, nugger, and —_— — 1,613 - "
f and of the Great mainder is the Great Madras.
Satghur - _ | Goriat - Western Road. Western Road.
oriatum- -4 Ditto - gdire - 10,788 | 107 5 | - - The road from Go- | - Grain, indigo, cloths, | - -Vi‘lrlolrli{ :hf' not given for this year ; but of these, Guntoor
3 . “19e " a ~ . AH ?
gag:?'tfhlxln;:;%g lt:;rcnc::,nn(_l‘; °h;11_hes’at:d zﬁgger, nd N. B.—The supplies from the Northern Circars al;e anygo f the above districts, and that to a very
is the Great Western sugarf Jeegerys Madras. alonﬁ"’ Jutdgmg from former years, appears to supply C -
Cudd - A . Road. . small extent. . " Pears Rai]way ommissioner,
uddapanuthum - | Palmanair |- Twenty:snx miles | 2,201 | 124 2| -.From Palmanairto | - . Grain, tamarind, | - - Chittoor, (srgned) T.T.P !
west of Chittoor, and Chittoor is in tolerable jaggery, sugar, rum, | Ranepet, Vel-
at the top of the order, and cumblies. lore, and Ma- :
Areot - Lt areot Moogly Ghaut. dras. . v
B e I Y I [ ‘
o1 the Palar d. s ugger, | :
%i‘.er and the Great on chintz, and cloths. ;eig’cf 22d Ma- Appendlx (P)
Vellore . _° estern Road. dras. . _
Vellore .. :m. tmea‘.t Oft vlgﬂdms, 120000\ 84 - Ditto . . _ =~ Grain, cloth, tama-| - The toXﬂs ‘;f
) T . P 0
, Roun? Great Western rind, and indigo. Xgﬂ;}:je‘;h;gg_’ Nork to Paragraph 39. ¢
! d Ma- . . . . . P veyauce o
Ditto- . . amp ) . an THis calculation is not strictly correct ; the profits alone arising fr%n thencnoo[: EZlculate
®F - -|Ditte - . _ 11,000 120 - | Ditto . .. _ Grain - - - |- Vellore, Ar- mails and troops should have been taken into account in this place. We ca T s’
‘ . cot, Walla.lah& however, with any approach to accuracy, the expense attending theit conveyance,
i ’ Sbout e o depends so very greatly on the number of other passengers. With suﬁltismt Ptassleﬂgel;
rivattoor ~ . 4 . b adras. : 1 ost almos
or  Trivattoor - - South-west of Ma~ | 6,000 | 75 _| .. The road as faras | - - Grain, indigo, and | - Conjeveram traffic to load a train each way every day, the conveyance of mails wou :i: e
: dras, and 20 miles Royajee Choultry is | cloths. ’ and Madras. nothing ; with no passengers, or only a few, the mails could only be conveyed dai y
' ‘ ;‘:,‘;:?er:*;{;hg Great A bad ;'the rest is the very high charge. Under any circumstances, a special grant would probably be made by
Poloor . | Poloor - . pitte - * .. 4?)?):) 102 Dicat Western Road. . Conjeveram, Glevernment on their account. .
’ 000 — | Ditto - . Grain and cloths - ‘ ;,euoonrje, Arnee, (signed) T. T. Pears.
Arnee Jaghire . . I About and Madras.
ghire Arnee ~ | Ditto - -1 16000 | 81 5 Ditto = - - | -- Grain, indigo, and | - Come‘iﬁ::g],
cloths. Wallaja ’ -
Wandiy, e b About and Madras. . ; . V. Conolly, Esq., Cullector No. 208/1850.
andiwasl, Wandiwash - piygy . | 3000 [ 70 ~|Ditto - . | (Greman d cloths - | - Conjeveram From W. Robinson, Esq., Head Assmta;nfvI C;;l{)ector, to H. V. y, Esq.,
Sutwaid = | yooan About and Madras. of Malabar. '
o poorum - EWaII mforth-west of | 1,880 50 - f-- A common country | Grain and cloths - | - o R:lzlgm}r%:: Si Palghaut, 10 November 1850.
| : road. A Ty inally, 1 have the honour to give cover t0 8 yrom the Collector
Permerry - _ | . . valloor. nce to the papers noted marginally, . . -
3 1 Penmerry " | - Fifteen milesnorth | 1,428 | 113 _ | .. The road to Chit- | - - Grain, ohillies ,ta- | - Arcot, Chit~ WITthferfaken of the 5;1)& on the princ?pal roads leading through the Paulg.haut Gap; of le)lﬂtl::‘t)l s r":‘;ﬁ)‘(‘)
Il of Chittoor. toorbvery bad ; thence | marind, jaggery, and | toor, V’(;“Jl{’i':_ return Ithav: nk road No. 8, to and from Salem, Coimbatore, the northern talooks of the g{lo“l 8‘376 :ml En
it . t, an 1 e tru « 9 . .. . 1y y “
Vencatagherry | . Vencatagherry | : e e dras. 51'2.tlriocr:s of Coimbatore, and the Neilghery Hills. 2dly. By the lower roa‘d'tob atnd ﬁO{'} closure.
Cottal. Cottah, T | ;x;drb?:e & léidmts’ Bl Bl T)O ory paqtr (26 | - - Grain, temarind, -Ch\ix:'“;?rj’agert_ '[‘li?mevelly Madura, Dindigul, and the southern talooks ?f tlllle dlS:i“Ft. of Ltollmt a olr(e;. ;’;3
: : € Ghauts, miles) very bad; thence | § ry, and sugar. | cot,Walla ’ ’ ) s u and jomnin 1€ trunk r¢
i apvery Jjaggery g ond Madras. Palny, Udamala, Kutta, Paluchy, Colinjampana, and Yellapully, J g
Note—The direct in the neighbomh‘md of Palghaut' fFic i intained d
roed by the Naick- : : sk bandy traffic 1s maintained, an
nairy Pass is 136 2. These are the only roads on which anything Olf : btl‘l : dis{ance
miles, but that pass the only two lines as yet used by merchants and others from a .
Vit st . . About is too bad to be used. i .
o ger | Namavanum - | West of Madras 6000 | 70 |- . The nigh seuy Grain and cloths - | -  None. 3. The returns are taken on both for a few weeks last year only, but thtgy amﬁd oy
. g=4
- between Madras and * . robable traffic, and they are, as lar as they go,
f! l‘ Ab Cuddapah in bag from which ai‘ gugsshmaydbe made at the p ’
. —_— . out order. fect for both roads. .
Jitto - -1 Tirtany - - ! Ditto - - - 6,000 | 6o None. very perlec
: £ = {7 = A country road, | Grajn - -» -] - . . sage for any great
. SV ‘ About in bad order, © 7 | Ore . Its natural peculiarity indicates the Palghaut Gap as the proper passage yl'é ¢
¥ fauiu Calastry « - ) North-west of Madras P00 | 90 ~ 1~ -"A ountry road, | Grain and cloths - |- None 3. ts 9. P he east and west coasts of the Peninsula, whether it be by a line o
dary. : | in bad o ) line of traffic joining the ea: h, this natural passage is now, and is becoming
I ) il or good continuous road ; and as such, this n passag s distriot
. . Tor or good cont tant and more thronged. 'The bulk of the traffic from this district
~ote.~The population as given in this Statement must only be taken as an approximation to the fact every year, more imporiant a ‘;{ 4 itself
AR
Nortli Arcot, : . D. Bourdillon, 545
Collector’s Cutcherry, Chittoor,} (signed) I Collector.
12 Novesuber 1850,
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Part 111 itself and from the seaward (as Bombay, &c.), with the interior of this side of .Ind'ta, now
ficial Reports, passes up the Palghaut Gap, and probably most of the exports from th_e interior districts east.
&e. ' ofthe Ghauts towards Bombay and the west coast fiads its way to Paighaut, and thence for
embarkation to the coast at Calicut, Ponany, or Cochin. Many Bombay and coast pier-
chants have agents at Palghaut, purchasing and transwitting produce from the intertor..
The business done here in piece goods alone from Tinnevelly and Madura, is estimate(‘! at

upwards of two lacs of rupees a year, while the whole of the cotton wool grown in Coim--
batore, &c. comes this way for shipment.

PRSI

5. It is, however, in its being an outlet from the interior of this side of India towards the

, west coast, and vice versd, chiefly, that the importance of the Palghaut Gap does now, and 1§
. likely still to consist. '

6. The advantage, if any, of joining Madras and such districts as those of Arcot, Salem,
&c., directly with this district or with the west coast, must be of a very general nature; and
for any great outlay on such a projeet, I think the returns, present or prospective, doubtful.
At present there is little or no direct communication between Malabar and Madras,* or
between Malabar and the western coast generally (Bombay, &c.) and those towns and dis-
tricts lying beyond the Cavery and Salem. Thetrade of those districts seeks the east coasts
and the countries on the Cavary make use probably of that river.

7. My lnpression is, that for the commerce of this districi and the west coast, whether
a-axls or roads, lines taking ar easterly or east-south-east direction from the P alghaut Gap
into the Interior are those required, and likely to pay throughout, and not a line pursung
a north-east direction, as would any joining this district with Madras or Arcot direct. The.
portion beyon.d Salem to the north-east might possibly pay, but it is difficult to see how.the
portion on this side could do so. | have never heard what the traffic on the trunk liné
whieh does take this north-east direction, amounts to annually east of Coimbatore;; but the
communication of those districts with Malabar, as the roturnt of traffic along the trunk
road near Palghaut shows, is not great; and I do not think that the traffic with the west
coast were likely to increase when the facilities of transport from those districts to the east
coast becomes added to, as they must be by such a line.

8. The north—ee}st lille has been chosen for the great trunk line. and as a political, mili--
tary, and postal line, it is an important one, but as a trade line, and one to meet the want¢
of the country, and open the producing districts towards the sea, the returns of traffic
show, beyond a doubt, that the south-east line, i@ Pulachy, Udamala, Kutta, and Dindigul
(or I would say generally a line in that direction), were far more valuable, and likely to
pay even now, despite the wretched and disgraceful state of this road. A commercial traffic,

in point of value and bulk much greater than there is on the fine trunk road, passes Over
this south-east line.

é Bandies.{Bullocks.

9. A comparizon of the returns for the last year, as far as they g% will

= , | show this. The retwin of traffic on the trunk road, reduced, as Sho.“fl_l

w::ttfo‘;,:::: oo 8 106 10 the marginal note, will give a daily transit of carts. during the brisk
i __1(_3-_ 131 season, bearing commercial goods and passengers, as in the margit ,an

ToTAL - - - 4 537 does not perhaps greatly exceed 40 to 45 bandies,’ and 240 bullocks dailys

carrying perhaps 100 to 120 candies of goods; on the south line the traffic

amounts to 80 bandies and 280 bullooi » di arrying perhaps 150
Banaies.{uullocks. to 200 candies of goods. ocks per diem, cammying P

——— e e

EasttoWest - -| 4 153 10, At Palghat this traffic falls int unk li t of Pal-

' S : o the trunk line, and wes al-

WesttoFast - -| 37 | 123 ghaut the trunk Yue is of great value, and is the only’bandy road leading
TOTAL - - -1 8¢ 276 divect to the coast. )

. 11. The travellers from Bombay to the hills, and native travellers
towards Coimbatore and Trichinopoly, quadruple t{e pa:s:nger traffic on the trunk o
over that on the other, hut I have littie doubt that most of this too leaves the trunk e
athComxb.atore,‘ and 1 fear there is a break of 100 to 150 miles between that and Salent;
where a line of rail would do little or nothing in return for the outlay.

12. A general system of rail
+ the requirements of the west c
direct from Arcot towurds Pal

were of course most desirable, but if they are to pays.
oast must be considered irrespective of Madras, of a0 ge U
ghaut, and that, as was most judiciously done in the ca the-

y jine

\\7 ) —

» Th 3 - . . i & f’
M-alaba‘:-‘..e 18 still some trade in coarse piece gouds from Salem, for local and dowestic consumption ©
These i ; itse. -
; Thliessic:tr:xcr]rl: i‘; {:hod.the bandies en route to Trichinopoly, vid Coimbatore, and to Coimbhatore n;ﬂfes
east of Palghant nn?i“w‘es was taken of those passing the new]rbuilt bridge at Nergumpully, ﬁv:;,ercia
value of thot wart A 23 made with a view to ascertain the local as well as the ge"e,ml combesides
the general commerci rom the position of the bridge, the return taken there comes to include, try for
miles round. pa] el‘}flal traffic also, all the bandies of firewood for local consumption. The coun s the
bridee Lo estiuiygt'm“ I3 supplied with firewood from the Walvar jungle, and it must all cro? the
bentes enterss ia ;rlllg the general traffic along the trunk road from such return, the whole of | in
this roturn, must Ee dedwest to east line under the head of *“ timber, wrought-wood, and ﬁ"f'wog t’ra e
from the east towards l\’}lslt:l‘aiz;rasi;hey are all of that description (firewood bandies). There 18 3

is trade.
unnaturally on this line, wood. The tobacco monopoly alse throws the whole of this
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the trunk road in 1845, such lines must be begun at the coast (the portions nearest the

coast will pay the best), and carried inward through the Palghaut Gap, and thence ofﬁE;r]tl{L;'““
extended to the exterior. The nature of the country will confine such a line to the valley &e. i
of the Ponany River for 35 to 40 miles from the coast, but from thence the paying line —
would leave perhaps both Palyghaut (a few miles only) and Coimbatore to the north, and go
down the centre of the Palyghaut valle{, and due east by Dampuron, &c., or by Pulachy.
Were the Madras line of rail eventually carried out to Trichinopoly, the indirect junction
with the west coast might be formed there with fairer prospects of paying then any other
and more direct line would afford. -Now that the subject of rails is occupying public
attention, I would beg to urge the absolute
necessity of adopting measures for obtain- Pay of Three Men, .
ing accurate statistics of the traffic on each n;e lt‘lﬁ’ :&c.h Per Year.
road leading east and west thlrough tge ° - -

° (2 8.
11:121%?: 'iﬁiﬂmi’if é:&if&: thi th rg:é}: On the Trunk Road at Wallyar or at Nargumpgtty 15 180
out the ensuing year, 1851, whereby st the On the South Road, vid Pulachy - - - - 15 180
small outlay of 500 rupees, invaluable data AtTalamasyamon the Wellyst Road - - = -, 15 180
woeld be eecured from the three principal Re o . - 540
roads of this district.

I have, &ec.
(signed) W. Robinson,
Head Assistant Collector.
(No. 2,143/1850.)
From H. V. Conolly, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to Major T. T. Pears, c. B, Engineers,
Madras.
Sir, ' Calicut, 21 December 1850.
I THouGHET it well on receiving your letter of the 26th October last, to forward it to

my head essistant, whose attention has for some years past been particularly attracted to
the traffic in the road leading through the Palghaut Gap. His answer 18 appended, and 1 o ng“mfﬂgr 850

concur generally in his remarks.

2. By the enclosed abstract statement it will be seen that the ‘trafﬁc of this district with
Madras,. and other ports on the Coromandel coast by sea, 1s not very considerable, The
value of exports averages 4,94,909 rupees, and of the imports 3,03,070 rupees per annum.

I am upable to furnish a similar table as regards our commercial intercourse with Madras
by land, there being now no official data upon which the eame could be framed.

I have, &c. :
(signed) H. V. Conolly, Collector.

(No. 178.)

From E. B. Thomas, Esq., Acting Principal Collector of Coimbatore, to Major
T. T. Pears, c. 8., Engineers.

Coimbatore, Principal Collector’s Office,
Sir ) 12 November 1850.

In re;xly to your letter of the 26th uitimo, requesting my sentiments with regard to the
benefits that might be expected to result from the construction of a line of railway between
Madras and the western coast through the district of Com?batore, I be‘ghto observe that
I think this end of a railway line (if one should ever be can:xed out in Lonmbatorg) would
be almost the only portion of value here. So much of the line as reached from Coimbatore
tq, the rearest point of the western coast (our natural sea-road and outlet) would be
the channel through which ‘the exports and produce of this district would flow; none ,
would, of course, take the much longer distance to Madras, The Madras end of the line
would in like manner be available and valuable for Arcot, Salem,' and gll commerce
naturally flowing that way; but I cannot suppose that much traffic of any kind wpuld use
the whole line, or traverse from Madras to the west coast across the continent or vice versd.
Such unbroken continuous line would only, I should conceive, be of use politically, for
movement of treasure or troops with the tappal, not commercially. The trade between this
and Madras is small cotton piece goods, &c., go to the western coast, the nearer point,

usually Ponnaney, about 90 miles. I have, &c.

(signed) E. B. Thomas,
. Ag. Principal Collector.

B

From
545. L
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,rom Major T. T. Pears, c.s., Engineers, to the Chief Secretary to Governavent,
ek

PR

Fort St. George ; dated 11 March 1851. RTHY,
oM sty

¢ty
2L VA

Sir, .
Inave t e
reference tohfhzzggl'lgcttof forvwérd a copy of a letter from the Collector of Bellary, having
be lost, 1 was com Jelledo my Report of the 5th instant. Anxious that no more time shoul
as Bellary and C!E)dda ;;ln ost unwillingly, to prepare that Report upon information (as far
without having the b engﬁ : ?Fehconcerned) that | have gathered from various sources, an
The Collector of Cudd Y ht at most to be relied upon, from the Collectors themselves.
have given regarding the apab has not yet replied to my letters, but the opinion whic
derives confirmation fromprﬁmeazgr efffc; of a railway to Arcot upon the district of Bgllary,
accompanying letter from the cblle?:l:)r oaf’ctiastt?ities(i;ic?d the senthnents expressed in the

I have, &ec. .
(signed) T. T. Pears, Major,

Madras, 11 M

; arch

’ : 1851. Engineers.
*

To Major 7. T. Pears, c. ., Engineers..

Sir,
1 HAvE th )
e honour to . :
Novewber, and 24th Detc' ﬂﬁkno“lege receipt of your letters of the 26th October, 21th
the honour to subjoin tl e~mf - 1850, and with reference to the first of these letters [ have
First Point.—-i]n thislg‘l.r; ormation on the four points alluded to in paragraph ad.
classes into which thos is HICt .therg are 17 chief towns, as follows : the populatiOﬂ, ang the
towns is shown (E population is divided is specified. The relative situation of these
(Enclosure No. 1) in the annexed Sketch.
MEMORAN '
\_‘_____\_EM of the Princrrar Towns in the BeLLary DisTRICT.
No ¢ )
Talooks, Chief Towns, Tradesmen. Cultivators. Labourers. Tndependent. TOTAL.
S
! H
ouses. | Persons. | Houses. | Persons. | Houses. | Persons. | Houses, | Persons. | Houses. Per_w:
1 Bellary . .| Bell
2| K - ay - - -
3 Hﬁ;]:)]nyhully - ﬁz;up?gbun R :lii.ggg Ggi 2816 | 3,830 (17,075 | 2,631 113,707 7,861 33:!]33
{| Bty <)y - T B\ HS W | e w0
nhadaga H 1 ’
G | Adunc gally | Hompasaguram - | 18g 1:3‘33 3 168 | 1,136 5316 | 803 | 1,478 1,&6? g.g;
° . N y
7 | Punchapollem « | Putticondahand Mim.| 5y | o2 56 | o259 | 1005 | &ass Lo m%g 3,625 | 1947
8 Pay ot 9 | 67 | 108 | 515 | e | oy | ess | oy | 1267 | 58
» = aypally - . ’ ’
. gf’g:{ee = = Gooty "o 1;3 493 55 | 267 | @21 |og0 | 182 | o4 | 970 ot
11 | Raidroog - Paudy - - 1 g1 | o 87 | 384 | o511 | 2851 | s03 | 1438 | 930 or
12 | TapdonB = | Raidrog .} g 28 68 [ 379 | 882 | 4419 % | a4 | 1,080 | 54
1 Agdputry - | Tandputry - .| gy 681 83 426 565 | 2,742 280 | 1,349 | 1,076 519
14| e poor - Aﬂantﬂpoor _ - 540 108 768 621 3’248 250 ]’098 1,103 5)60
14| Pencondah - | Pencondah . - 92 | 384 a | 198 | a5 | 2004 | ot5 (1500 | 863 | 47
adocondah - | Hendoopoor - 44 197 137 660 389 ’ . 820 419
16 | Madagmserah - | Madagaserah - . | 15 | oo B | 4o4 | 00 | Ioos | 102 Vars | sos | 391
17 l Dhurmaverum - | Dhurmaverum- . }(l); ig; 135 576 522 | 2,399 }g? 910 912 é’(%
130 | 509 770 | 3638 | 308 | 1,460 | 1,324 '
. Torar - .| 3602 |16.2 : ° ’ z
g 234 | 1,783 | 8550 |14411 |67056 | 8156 |42,075 |27,052 13481
Second Poi i '
J nt.— 3 . .
district, which Will’g‘e gl‘lnclp:}l roduce, whether manufacture or agricultural, i this
so be applicable to each of the towns, is as follows :
MANUFACTURES. . P

.

1, Pi . '
lece goods, cotton and silk. 1. Muddy-chucka, a bark used for dyeiﬁs— ,

1, Carpets, cott
L D?tt ’ o 1. Puppaly-chucka, ancther kind, ditto.
. o0 woollen. 1. Indi s
1 ﬁlankets or cumblies. 1. é‘hégo'
. Iron. .- Ghee. _
1. Earth salt. 1. Oil of different kinds.
1. ot AgricurTuraL ProDUCE.
. on.
1. Jaggery, 1. Fruits.
1. ug%rry 1. Carry stuff, such as cummin seed,
1. Cocoa-nut. J Tocgiander, &ec.
3. €Co.

1. Betel-nut.

1. Turmaric. 1.- Roots, eatable, of a few kinds.

Third

. aggregate amount of imports into the district may, however,
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»
Third Point.—The nature of the exports and imports at the above towns may be ascer-

tained from the following list, but I am unable to state the amount of each pettah. The
be stated at about 15,00,000

and exports at 10,00,000. The places with which the traffic is carried on is stated.
The traftic is chiefly carried on bullocks, some also on carts.

The chief imports are—

NAMES OF ARTICLES. FROM WHENCE IMPORTED. F)

Chiefly from Bombay, and partly from the

Nizam’s country.

1. Silk thread - - - - -
1. European piece goods - -

1. Cherinjee, a fine bark for dyeing pur-|
poses - - - - -
1. Coosoombah flower, for dyeing -
1. gotton -2 - -
1. Cotton thread - -~ -~ - . o
1. Grainrs: ofrl(:ian ds - _ - _l| Nizam’s divisions.

1. Cumblies or blankets -
1. Ghee - - - - - -
Oil - - - - . -
Saltpetre
Marine salt - . - | Nellore and Chingleput.

1. Betel-nut - - - - -}

1. Dried cocoa~-nut - - - -
1. Pepper - - -
Dates - - - -
Cardamums - - -
Indigo - - - -
1. Turmeric - - -
1. Piece goods - - - - -}
1. Sugar - - - -

1. Raw sugar or
1. Silk thread - - -
1. Iron tyers - - - -
1. Copper and other metal -

Naghur, in Mysore country, and Cinara district.

Poodootoor, in the Cuddapah district.
Poodootoor, in Cuddapah district.

Bangalore, in Mysore country.

From Madras.

Cuier EXPORTS.

NAMES OF ARTICLES. WHERE EXPORTED TO.
Cotton - - - - - -} To Madras, Wallajahpett, in Chittore, zillah
Cotton, thread - - - - - Careta, in Canara, and to Bangalore.
Piecegoods - - -~ -] .
Cumblies - - - - -~ To Bangalore, in Mysore country.
Tobacco - - - - - -J o,
Grain - -~ - - = ° To Kurnool and Nizam’s country.
Iron - - - - - - - | To Nizam’s country.
Betel-nut - - - - - - | To Cuddapah, Madras, and Wallajahpett.

- - | To Madras. .

Black cumblies - - -

is district and Madras is chiefly cotton
which are sent to the coasts; amd salt,
which are imported. The amount I am

Fourth Point.—The nature of the trade between th
and cotton thread, oil seeds, betel-nut, and cumblies,

iron bars, and military stores, and European articles, ) ¢
unable to state with any accuracy. The roads are by Cuddapah and Nundiroog, which

are not good. 'The hire of a bullock is about 10, and a bandy 22 to 25 rupees, to Madras
from Bellary. A bandy load of cotton is about 40 to 48 maunds. Marine salt is imported
from four places on the eastern coasts to Bellary district ; namely,

From the depdts of Esacapully, in Nellore.

; Ditto - - of Gogalapully.
iy Ditto - - of Madraspatam.
) Ditto - - of Chingleput.

The salt is conveyed on cattle; the owners are Brin%ries, Vuddawar, and Carchawar,
and they traverse through the Cuddapah district mto ellary and other markets of the

district, and thence they carry the salt into Nizam’s country for sale. o

The quantity consumed in this district is estimated at 100 %\arce per year. The original
authorised cost of this salt, per garce, is 120 rupees. The hire of Bringary, &c. cattle
(which are of a very small size), each carr{lilng gix meracals, or 72 pucka seers, requiring

545. about
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about 67 bullocks per garce for 240 miies, would be two uunas each per 10 qllles, and
would amount to 201 rupees per garce. , . oricinal
At the foregoing rate, the whole 100 garce would cost 32,100 Company’s rupges‘ H _or‘lgllia
price 12,100 rupees, and hire 20,100 rupees. But it 1s evident that these Brmganle?, v;no
generally take goods to the coast, do not calculote the hire back of salt at evgn this low
rate, as the wholesale price of marine salt in this district 1s only from 220 to 240 l‘UPeetS:
the first cost being 120 rupees. In your fourth paragraph, you state your object 1? ((i)
ascertain “to what amount the traffic already tending towards Madras wight be expecte
to {ncrease with the establishment of the superior means of communication offered b);l a
railway, and also how far we might look for a diversion of the trade, now taking ot el;‘
channels, into the line thus thrown open.” 1 do not think that, under the present state o
the district, any very great increase of traffic towards Madrz}s would take place '11'1 19011}
sequence of the proposed railroad as far as Arcot. Cotton is the great staple artic e o
this district. The matket value of the article at Madras, compared with the market p{_xce
given for it at Bombay and the western coast parts, would generally regulate tl;)e tliw
of traffic ; and it is very doubtful whether the cost of carriage would be lessened by b;e
railroad. A railroad the whole distance, into the heart of the district, wou!d proba‘ y
command the whole traffic in cotton, but not unless the rail would convey 1t at a pdrlce
equally low as at present. The cost of conveyance of a candy of cotton now to B(’l[af ras
may be stated at about from 11 to 12} rupees. The quantity of cotton exporte }rom
this district, which could be increased according to demand, is not known ; 1t may pei‘dlags
amount to about 8,000 candies, the whole cost of which I carriageo Madras would be
70,000 rupees. The railroad would probably effect a change in the sea-salt expenditure in
this district; earth salt manufactured in the district is universally used. Many attempt(;
have been made to introduce the marine salt, but the great distance from ’ohq coast, al;d
the expense of hire, has hitherto quite rendered the attempt abortive. But a railroad cou1
probably bring sea-salt in such abundance, at such a cheap rate, as to enable the peOPbe
to purchase it at a price not exorbitantly above the price of earth salt, and, could that be

effected, there would be in the course of time a consumption of sea-salt from five to tew
times the amount now consumed.

U beg to subjoin, as nzar as possible, the information on salt asked for in your letter of
the 27th November, in the foliowing Statement :

o
IMPORTS. ] Retail
T Whole-
FROM NELLORE. | FROM CHINGLEPUT. sale | Frice
: — — - — Total Whole- . ]
FUSLY % .§ o _,é ‘ cale P:l:e in the
YEAR. Quantity, |2 5= e Convey- Quantity. Price District,
¥olgd8g Quantity.  {ng Hire Bellary,
— R 5 — per at o per
95 f’g: = . Gat:)ce the P
Garce.) Marcal. |3 2 o & B! Garce.| Marcal. | Beljapy, | Garce.| Mareal. | Depots. Garce. | Garce.
ST ,= S Y. )
O w= bS
1256 - -1 11 | 360 201 3 | 910 {206 2| 15 | 270 | 120 | 206% | 28
127 - -l 93 201 1| 170 |22 2| 20 | 263 | 120 | 233 | 245
128 - -1 43 | a4 201 1 110 | 226 2| 45 34 | 120 | 248 | 20623
129 - - g9 122 01 |- - <1« -] 9 122 120 | 220 230
1260 - -1 8| 100 901 |- |- |- -] s | 190 | 120 | 224} | %0
92 289 | 1,005 6 190 | 678 6| 99 79 600 |1,131 1211924
Average - - | 18 217 571) S I 63 | 226 2} 19 89 120 | 220 4:‘l 238 8

On the whole, I am not sangnine that any very beneficial results will accrue to B%llafy
by the formation of a railroad to Arcot ; if eéxtended to Bellary, some manifest hemzl ‘t.t in
the course of time, would certainly follow, to what extent, I would not venture to precict.

1 have, &c.

Bellary, Collector’s Ofﬁce,} (signed) C. Pelly, Collector.

28 February 1851.

Mixvure by the Right Honourable the President, dated 8 April 1851.

Major Pears’ Report on the line of proposed Railway to Wallajahnuggur and Vainambady,
dated the 5th of March 1851 (No. 212).

I REGRET that I have been obliged to keep the above Report and its accompaniments §0
many days, but I did not like to

: . artiments on them,
: ; pass them on without offering my semtimen ,
and my time has been fully occupied with other matter that has Aowed in faster than
I could dispose of it )

{ considet

o

o



