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Coolies are examples (those that are left) of the way in which East Indians have been

treated in Grenada. From what I can make out from the re i
have been over 2,000 imported into this Island, prior to the arr(ijgglisot? ftli1 P f{ﬂ;ﬁiggzrs
and f:rom the late immigration agent’s return, dated 7th December 1877, there were onl 11’2
Ccolies located on estates on the 30th November 1877. From the co of the Trigl’idad
Immigration Agent General’s letter, dated the 6th August 1878, it willp g’e seen that some
have run away to that Island, and allowing that others are squatting in different parts of this
Island, and many gone back to India, it is sad to think what has become ofpthe bulk of
them. The treatment they received was iniquitous, kicked off the estates directly the
became ill, they were allowed to die of yaws and other diseases on the roads. I eyclo o
a copy of the list of East Indians sent to the Colony hospital since m .arrivafll co
Memorandum ). The coolies ex “ Hermione,” 1878, have been treated 0271 the esta(tsee
but-they are suffering. There have been (6) deaths * up to date, and others are seriousels )
ill. On the 9th of August I sent Nos. 253 and 254 of (the ,same'i‘ahi ) to the Y o
Hef‘ll)lltal’ 80 ’dlw,}t1 yaws lhav?]a})ready appeared amongst them. P) 1o e
e central hospitals will be a great boon, but they m NPT IRE
and be built immediately, to be of any good. Y must be Government institutions
The one in St. Andrew’s parish ought to have been read i s it is st
unfinished. Your Excellency is awaregof the dilatory mannei'y i?ﬁiﬂfiﬁf ° ,r;t ,?e:tlu
of estates have helped the contractor. Most of the estates are in the Landg oli)P thg:s
gentlemen (Messrs. Shears, Kent, and Langdon) and they work those now remainin :
belonging to Megsrs. Hankey & Co. These gentlemen keep stores (shops) a,nd»cog’
tract for everything and anything, and unless the contract is in their hands the al:;
loath to assist. Your Excellency is aware of the stamp of men these gentlemen areywho
consider that they are doing the Government a kindness by applying for immigran,ts to
populate the Island, so that I need not describe them any further, except to show that
the managers are of the same type, having been carpenters, plougilmen ubli;:ans &c
&c., and these being paid small salaries, ergo, have to squeeze alike the l,a}f;ourer an’d th.é
cane to procure as much sugar as possible, on which they are paid a per-centage. (The
overseers are black men of the Driver clan.) These are the men who have the care of
the poor East Indian. When asked how they expect the Coolies to live, say Oh, they
can pick up bread fruit and provisions from the tree and ground for nothing. In my
~humble opinion this mode of living, combined with the new rum which is given as an
incentive to do extra work, sows the seeds of yaws and other horrible diseases which are
unknown in India. '
August 24th.—1 have now to report that I have been obliged to recommend the trans-
fer of the Beausejour immigrants to some other estate (but where I am at a loss to know).
The indentured immigrants have all been laid up with fever for over a month (one has
died and another been removed to the Colony hospital), consequently they have been
unable to earn anything. The manager has not supplied them with the maintenance

required by the Immigration Act, and has beaten the Coolies to get them to work ; he

was had up before the Acting Police Magistrate, Mr. Sinclair, on Saturday 1
?lndlﬁned 10s. I have now laid a charge against the manager for non-g’orf;i)tl,i:ll:gelvzgt};]ﬁ
1e law. '

There is no doubt in my mind that the so-called proprietors are not in a position to
employ East Indian immigrants, and are unable to fulfil their part of .the contract, and
therefore I feel it my d'uty to report it for the information of the Right Hon. the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, so that I may not be blamed hereafter.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. A. DENnuaM,
' . Protector of Immigrants, Grenada, West Indies.
T'o his Excellency Col. R. W, Harley, C.B,, C.M.G.
&c. &c. &e.

Sir, Trinidad Immigration Office, August 6, 1878.

. In further reply to your favour of the 19th ultimo, I have to state that it has
been reported to me on good authority that there are Coolies originally sent from India
to Grenada now living in St. George’s district, Trinidad, but this department has no
means of furnishing any details respecting them, as they reside on estates which do not

* Adults and two infants.

Lkq 62

&

. of this departient.
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y contract labour, and are beyond the limits of inquiry competent to the officers

emplo
I have, &c.
N (Signed) Hy. MrropeL,, -
'Tqofames Denham, ‘Esq., _ Agentt Geperal of Immigration.
-+ Protector of Immigrants, Grenada.'

. MEMORANDUM.
‘ August 8, 1878.
Tuere have been over 50 old Coolies sent to the Colony hospital. I am laid up with

d cannot make out a list in time for the mail as it closes to-night.
fever, ay¢ (Signed) J. A. Dennam,

Protector of Immigrants.

No. 2.

| Lievrenant-Govervor DUNDAS, C.M.G., to the Riear Hon. S MICHAEL *

HICKS. BEACH, Barr. (Received September 28, 1878.)

Sz, o ' Barbados, September 10, 1878.
) I uave the honour to forward two Despatches frqm. the'Admlm.strator of Grenada -
ecting the deplorable condition of some of the Coolie immigrants in that Colony.

9. I intend leaving Barbados on a tour of visits.to the other [slan@s of this Gpvern—
ment on the 19th instant. While at Grenada I shall -pergonally inquire into the circum-
stances which Mr. Kerr has bﬁ'oughlt to my notice, and will report to you the result of

i igati ithout further delay. |
m;;) ‘lnl‘\’;:;lfv?gﬁ: ;vhave instructed My} Kerr to cal! upon Mr. Denhan;, the Protector of
Immigrants, for an explanation of the neglect of which he has been guilty.

4. 1 cannot but express my extreme concern that these Indian immigrants, but recently

introduced into Grenada, should have experienced such neglect and treatment at the

hands of the planters, so different from what might han 111):3:, i;gected.

(Signed) =~ GEORGE DUNDAS.

The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks geach, Bart.,
&c. &c. - &e.

resp

Enclosure 1. in No. 2. ,
Government House, August 27, 1878,

Tue condition of some of the Indian immigrants by the “ Hermione ” has caused
s my duty to inform your Excellency on the subject without

Str,

me much anxiety, and it i

del;ywhen I arﬁved here Mr. Denham, the Protector of Immigrants, was laid up by an
acci.dent, and the medical officer of this district was ill with fever.

und bv reference to previous reports that many of the recently arrived

Ingi.ag Si(l)l‘l)!r:li;(l)‘ants h{a,d ebeen seriougly ill_, and tha.t complaints were made by them of
not having had attention and food when laid up by illness. . o

4. I had information by letter from the Protector of _Immlgranl:s that some immigrants

is district had been to his house to urge their complaints

Finding that the matter required immediate investiga-

ted the inspector of police to go to the estate and

from Beausejour Estate in_th
of want of food and attention.
tion, I on the 20th instant 1nstruc

i“%“"g,’ln:ﬁetgﬁ ;l ?;tsignt Mr. Denham came to me and said he had just rt_atumed from
Beauseiour, Where the Coolies were nearly all ill from fever, that one had dled,.and that
eausejout, to the Colonial hospital. They complained that

that morning |
?ﬁeh?r?azzgzg nhzlcllo‘:::; supplied them with food according to law, and he found that the

visits of the medical officer were infrequen;
3



4

6. On the 23rd instant I was informed that Mr. Denham had made a complaint.
against the manager of Beausejour before the police magistrate. The complaint was
heard yesterday, and at my request the Attornev General attended to watch the pro-
ceedings, which terminated in the conviction of the manager, who was ordered to pay a
fine of 50/. I forward herewith a copy of the proceedings in this case and of the report
which the Attorney-General has sent to me. oo

6. On the Calivigny estate, which is not far from Beausejour, and where there is no com-
plaint of unkind treatment, 19 of the immigrants were ill with fever on ‘the 23rd instant
and the medical attendance on both estates was irregular and insufficient ; this i partl):
owing to the severe illness of Dr. Massiah, the medical officer of the district.

7. 1 bave assumed the responsibility of directing that the old military hospital, which
it is intended to convert into a prison, be immediately prepared for the reception of the
whole of the immigrants at Beausejour and of all thase who are sick at Calivigny. This
building is in a healthy place, and has the best possible accommodation for these poor
people ; they will be under the daily inspection of the district medical officer, who lives
very near, and I trust that with proper food and attention they will soon recover.

8. It would not be prudent to allow the immigrants to return to such unhealthy places
as these to which I have referred, and with a view to their being ultimately located in
healthy districts I caused a notice to be inserted in the last Gazette, to the effect that
“ Some of the immigrants by the * Hermione’ having been located in places which were
“ so unhealthy that they must be removed to healthier localities, it was degirable that
“ the Government should be made acquainted with the wishes of persons who required
“ immigrant labourers in healthy situations.” . ERR

9. I directed Mr. Denham, who is not free from blame for having allowed this state of

things to be possible, to proceed to-day to the other districts, and report to me without
delay on the condition of the whole of the immigrants by the ¢ Hermione.” I have just
heard that he is ill with fever. o T

10. By the next mail I hope to be able to report more fully, and I hope more favour-
ably, on this subject, but I feel the importance of it so much, that although I necessarily
can only give you at present very incomplete information, I cannot be silent on a matter
which causes me so much disquietude. : . \

11. I may add that Dr. Massiah is now better, and is engaged with me in determining
on the best arrangements for the removal of the sick immigrants and for their proper
treatment.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  T. Kere,
His Excellency Lieut.-Governor Dundas, C.M.G., Administrator.
Barbados. T R
SIR, " Chambers, August 26, 1878.

In pursuance of your instructions I appeared to-day before the police magistrate
to watch the proceedings in the case of * The Protector of Immigrants v. the
Manager of Beausejour,” and in reporting to your Honour on the case I felt it to be my
duty to submit a copy of the proceedings in order that you might see. for yourself on
which side the merits of the case lay, and I have accordingly procured a copy, and
enclose same for your consideration.

2. I fear that it is patent that the immigrants were located at Beausejour Estate before
the local official whose duty it was to inform himself on the point had ascertained that
the requisite arrangements for the comfort and care of the immigrants had been provided.
Up to the present time there is no hospital on Beausejour.

3. The evidence of the overscer leaves no doubt as to the unhealthiness of the
estate. ' : :

4. The medical attendunce was very irregular and quite insufficient.

5. I also consider that the statement of the manager, read together with the general
evidence, shows that except in very serious cases maintenances and medical comforts
were not supplied, and even in those cases the supply was very scanty.

6. The penalty may appear heavy, but the planter must evince more humanity before
he can expect a mitigation in such a case as the present at the hands of the Executive.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. A. M. Sugri¥r,

His honour the Administrator, Attorney General.
&c. &ec. &c.

Gri wit. ¢ Police Court, Southern District.

Gr%?lz(-i&?t:mmtidn and complaint of J. A. Denham, Protector of Imml:ggants, taken this
twenty.&kir‘d day of August in the year of our Lord. one th.ousgnd_ eight hundrefi and
sevgaty-éight, before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in and
for she Teland of Grenada and its dependencies of the same, who saith :— I charge F. A.
Petkins, manager of the Beausejour Estate, with failing to comply with the 75th section
of the Consolidated Amended Immigration Act, No. 93, of the 8th October 1869, by

* failing to supply maintenance to indentured immigrants on the Beausejour Estate.

Sworn to before me the day and year first above written. _
‘ (Signed) J. A. DeNnaM.

o ——
+

Grenada, to wit. , - Police Court, Southern District, 26th August 1878.

Before the Acting Police Magistrate, Southern District.

J. A. Denham, Protector of Immigrants, IQE, F. A. Perkins, Manager of the Beaﬁsejour
state. ‘ '

For failing to comply with section 75 of the Consolidated Amended Immigration Act,
No. 93, by failing to supply maintenance to indentured immigrants on the said Beausejour, .

Estate. , ‘ .
The Attorney, General appeared on behalf of the Crown,

_ Deféndint-pleaded Not guilty.

J. A Denham, Protector of Immigrants, sworn, saith :—-Duriyg the last five weeks, the
indentured immigrants on Beausejour Estate have. been suffering from fever and other

" ailments, and they have not received that maintenance. they are entitled to receive under

section 75 of the Immigration Act,

By the Attorney General:—I am Protector of Immigrants. I have in my capacity of
Protector of Immigrants from time to time visited the Beausejo_ur Estate. During the
last three weeks 1 made inquiries of the Mate of the health of the immigrants. There are
154 adults on the estate allotted to the estate. On the 30th of July there was a death
of a female adult. I, received a medical certificate of the cause of death.. The cause
of death alleged was fever. On the 21st of August there were nine prescribed to by the
doctor and one sent to the Colony hospital, being a case that required immediate attention.

On my visiting the estate on the above date there were three immigrants going to
their work. The three looked very much pulled down. I made inquiry as to whether
the requirements of the 75th clause of the Immigration Act had been complied with.
I made inquiries specially as to the maintenance and medical comforts which ought to be
supplied by the estate to immigrants during illness. I made the inquiries from t!le over-
seer, who is the second in charge of the estate (a Mr. Robertson). I also made inquiries
from the immigrants themselves. I suggested to Dr. Proctor to put down the diet that
ought to be supplied the patients that were ill, which he had not previously done.

Q. b _ Perkins.—I visited the estate about thrge or four times.
C.Q. by Mr. Perkin o) g

August 26, 1878, : Protector of Immigrants.

3 i sworn according to the rights of his faith, through a sworn interpreter,
saig}:l—l-{?%;, living on the Bgeausejour Estate. I came on board * Hermione.” Iam
sick now. I have %ad fever four weeks ago. = The doctor has seen me three times.
I have not been ableto work, being very sick. - I told the manager I was ill. - Neither
the manager nor anyone else gave me anything to eat nor medicine, dl}rmg my illness,
Soup was not sent me nor rice. During the last I have been sick the: manager
always called to see me, and ordered me to go to wor}(. I asked the ng:snager to give
me something to eat, as I was very sick. -Mr. Perkins answered me, “ You can die;;
« 1 have nothing to give you to eat”’ Mr. Perkins told me all this in Hindoostani.
“ You can die, fhave nothing to give you.” ) Other of the immigrants were ill. None
of the immigrants on the estate who were ill got any food.to my knowledge. Mr.
Perkins employed a nurse, & female, to look after the sick Coolies, but she never came to
me. The blanket I brought from Calcutta T sold to buy food. Mr. Perkins mever

employed any person to cook food for the sic}: C;oolies.' . o
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C.Q. by Mr. Perkins (through the interpreter):—I sold the blanket to a Coolie cailed
Iadoo, at Grenville Vale Estate. I get fever every four o'clock. I mounted .2 horse

yesterday, and had a fall.
(Signed) ~ GuursieaT X my mark.

Dhumnie, sworn through a sworn interpreter according to the rights of his faith,
saith :—1I live on the Beausejour estate. I am pretty well now, but was sick for five weeks ;
had fever and ague. During the time I was sick the manager gave me nothing. I told
Mr. Perkins I was ill. Mr. Perkins came to see me; I asked him for food. Mr.
Perkins said he had nothing, and therefore could not give me anything to eat. Two or
three days I remained without food, and then sold my blanket. o

(Signed) Dnaumnie X my mark.

Ramdin, sworn through a sworn interpreter according to the rights of his faith, saith :—1I
five on Beausejour Estate. Ihave been sick for six weeks of fever and ague. During these
six weeks I got soup once. The nurse gave me the soup made of fowl; the fowl out of
which the soup was made belonged to a Coolie called Goolgar. I do not know if the
mal;ager paid Goolgar for the fowl. Mr. Perkins gave the overseer order to kill the
fowl.

C.Q. by Mr. Perkins :—1I received a little milk for three weeks; I could not eat rice.

I never told Dhumnie to catch the fowl. Did not ask you to shoot the fowl..
: (Signed) RuampIN X my mark.

Gobin, sworn through a sworn interpreter according to the rights of his faith, saith : —
I'live on Beausejour Estate. Ihave been ill, and am still. Had fever so badly as to prevent
me from going to work. During my illness neither the manager nor the overseer ever
sent me any food at all. I told Mr. Perkins I was sick and unable to work ; when I

told him this he said, ¢ You can die, I don’t want any Coolies.”
(Signed) GoBIN X my mark.

George Robertson, sworn, saith :—I am employed as overseer on the Beausejour Estate.
They have indentured Coolies on the estate. I know a Coolie Luchmonee. Luchmonee
is dead. She died from fever and something else. There is not a hospital on the
estate. I don’t know whether a doctor was employed by the estate, but I saw one visit
the estate, Dr. Proctor. It was a good time that; the Coolies came to the estate that I
saw the doctor come to the estate. When the coolies are ill they remain in their houses.
The Coolies have been ill, some of them have been suffering from fever. I have had
fever more than once. 1 would not say that Beausejour was a healthy estate. When the
Coolies are ill they are supplied with a nurse. Her name is Mrs. Antoine. Mrs. Antoine
cooks victuals for the Coolies when they are sick. ~She takes the Coolies’ pots and pans,
and cooks their food in the blacksmith’s shop. They are generally supplied with fowls.
About four or five fowls were killed for the Coolies that were very ill, and sometimes
they got rice and milk. There were four of the Coolies that were very ill, including the
wowan that died. Last week for the first time they got bread according to the doctor’s
order. The three Coolies that were very ill never got any bread until last week. One
of the three was last Thursday removed to the Colony Hospital. They got no bread,
no arrowroot, no sago, nor foulamois, no beef fea, no mutton broth, no corn starch.

They had pap made from flour as long as they were weak. Mr. Perkins decided whether

they were weak or not in the absence of the doctor. There is no room on the estate
where corn starch, arrowroot, and such like things are kept for the sick Coolies. There
arc some medicines on the estate ordered by Mr. Perkins. There was no medicine until
the Coolies got ill about four weeks ago. Amongst the medicines that were on the
estate there was no brandy, no wine. Beausejour is four miles from town. Besides the
four Coolies that were ill, including the woman that died, the other Coolies that are on
the estate got no food. The four witnesses that were examined here to-day had fever.
They had been getting food from last week, because Dr. Proctor ordered them to get
food. Before Dr. Proctor ordered them to get food they got none. )

" C.Q. by Mr. Perkins. Ramdin, one of the four witnesses examined to-day, did get

fowl soup, and he always got milk.
p ' (Signed) GEo. ROBERTSON.

Gooigar, sworn through a sworn interpreter according to the rights of his faith, saith:
I live on the Beausejour Estate. I had a fowl on the estate. Mr. Perkins ordered the
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overseer to kill it. He shot it with a gun. Neither Mr. Perkins nor the overseer asked

" my pernilssion to kill my fowl, and neither did I give any one leave to kill it. No one

has ever paid me for it. The manager promised to pay me for the fowl last week, I

have not got any money for the fowl.
C.Q. by Mr. Perkins :—I never received 1s. 6d. from you.

Golab, sworn, saith :—MTr. Perkins did not pay Goolgér 1s. 6d. in my presence.
(Signed) Goras,
Memorandum of Conviction.

Mr. Perkins, the manager of the Beausejour Estate, is convict®] and fined the sum of
501. and costs, the same to be paid within 10 days from this date.

Enclosure 2. in No. 2.

Sir, Government House, September 7, 1878,

Wirh reference to the condition of the Indian immigrants ex “ Hermione,” which
formed the subject of my Despatch, No. 170, 27th August ultimo, I have further to
inform your Excellency. '

2. On the 28th August I gave written instructions to Mr. Denham, Protector of Immi-
grants, to remove the sick and neglected immigrants from Beausejour Estate and to
cancel their indentures; they were then removed to Richmond Hill Hospital, and
Mr. Denham proceeded to ascertain the condition of the immigrants in the distant

arishes. .
P 3. On the 3lst August and the three following days 32 immigrants suffering from
fever and ulcers were removed from Calivigny Estate to Richmond Hill.

4. Mr. Denham returned from his inspection on Saturday the 3ist August and gave
me a deplorable account of the condition of the immigrants on many of the estates from
illngss and neglect. On one estate, La Fortune, some of them were, to use his own
words, “ like grinning skeletons,” he recommended that they should be at once brought
round to St. George’s by sloop and sent to Richmond Hill, I at ouce made arrangements
to send a sloop for them on the 2nd instant. ' -

5. On the 1st instant Mr. Denham sent me his report upon the condition of the
immigrants on the estates he had visited, copies of which I herewith forward to your
Excellency.

6. On finding from the report that there were several cases quite as bad as those
at La Fortune I directed Mr. Denham to proceed to the district at once and send.
round any others whom it was necessary to remove by the same vessel with those from
La Fortune. .

7. On the night of the st instant there was a severe gale, which drove some small
vessels on shore and interrupted navigation all the next day, but on the afternoon of the
3rd instant the sloop arrived with 42 immigrants from La Fortune, La Taste, River
Antoine, and Mornefendue, who were all safely placed in the hospital the same evening.

8. In his letter by the vessel Mr. Denham said he had embarked 43, but the captain
reported that he only brought 42, as one was too ill to be taken on board. . )

9. The case of the poor man left behind, one of the La Fortune people, who is since
dead, is very deplorable. Mr. Denham left the beach without seeing them all embarked,
and the sick man, who was said to be weak from diarrheea, was left under a shed on the
beach without attendance, and even without information being given at the police station,
which was not far off.

The place ¢ Sauteurs” is at the extreme north end of the Island and more than 20
miles from here. On hearing what had been done, I sent through the inspector of police
for information and with instructions. I was informed that the police corporal found
the man while going his rounds, and -called on Dr. McLeod, the Government Medical -
Officer of the district, to attend him, but that Dr. McLeod refused to go to the man’s
assistance. He was removed to the police station and taken care of, and he died there
the next day. " . :

10. I have called upon Dr. McLepd to answer for his alleged inhuman conduet, and
an inquest is being held, the proceedings of which will not be concluded until after the
mail leaves. -

11. On the 4th instant Mr. Denham returned to town and on the next day sent me
an additional report, copies of which I also transmit. In it he states that the central
hospital of St. Andrew’s district 1s opened, and that all the immigrants from Grand Bras

B

K 716.



8

have been removed to it. These poor people have suffered from neglect as well as from
illness. I have seen Dr. Lang, the medical officer of the district, and he has promised
to be constant in his attendance on them.

12. Proceedings will be taken without delay against the employers of immigrants who
have neglected them and failed to comply with the provisions of the Immigration Act,
and the Attorney General will attend the prosecutions on behalf of the Crown,

13. There are 96 immigrants, men, women, and children, now at the Richmond Hill
hospital. They are provided with constant and efficient medical attendance and with proper
foog and necessaries, and they are all rapidly improving in health and sttength. The

pure air and elevated situation makes this hospital quite a sanatarium. Dr. Massiah is }

unremitting in his atteBdance, and his services have been of great value. Mr. Latham,
his dispenser, an intelligent Englishman, lives at the hospital, and an Indian interpreter
is in constant attendance.

14. The Immigration Act does not authorise the Governor to cancel indentures, until
after the conviction of the employers of certain breaches of its provisions. In the case
of Beausejour this had been done, and I acted strictly in accordance with the law, but
in the other cases I have assumed the responsibility of acting promptly, and perhaps
arbitrarily. Had I waited for the course of law to obtain the convictions which woﬁfd
authorise me to cancel indentures, I might perhaps have been too late to prevent a con-
siderable loss of life. ~

When the people I have removed are restored to health, they may, on assurances of
proper treatment, be returned to their engagements, or be allotted elsewhere should the
evidence on the pending complaints justify it. In what I have done I have the con-’
currence of the lgxecutive Council, and I hope it will be approved by your Excellency
and by the Secretary of State. . |

15. There will doubtless be some irritation on the part of the planters on account of
the summary manner in which I have found it necessary to act, but I trust they will
soon find that what I am doing will be to their advantage.

16. It was a mistake to put the immigrants at once to hard work before they were -

acclimatised, and with the sickly season coming on. This should have been carefully
seen to by the Protector of Immigrants, who should have also been most vigilant in
observing from the first that the provisions of the law as to medical attendance, proper
hospital accommodation and nursing, medicines and maintenance, were strictly complied
with, and that the immigrants were located in healthy places, and in comfortable and
sufficient dwellings. Had he done his duty faithfully in this respect and made complaints
in every case where the law was not complied with, I do not believe that the present
unhappy state of things could have been possible. o

17. 1 trust that what is being done will have the effect of ensuring for the future the
proper treatment of the immigrants in every respect. And that this scandal will soon be
at an end, I will take care that for the future the public officers are diligent and vigilant,
and no case of neglect or ill-treatment of the immigrants is left unpunished.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  T. Kgre,
His Excellency Lieut.-Governor Dundas, C.M.G. Administrator.
Barbados.

A.

Rerort on my Visit to the Estates in St. Andrew’s and St. Patrick’s on the 29th, 30th,
and 31st of August 1878.

Balthazar Estate, St. Andrew’s Parish.

I found that there were nine men and five women laid up with ulcers; 14 adults out of

the 30 ailotted to this estate, ex “ Hermione,” 1878. The doctor is employed by contract, -

and visits, weekly ; every attention and care is paid by the proprietor, who lives at
Batthazar. This estate is unfortunately unhealthy, being situated in a valley, and the
immigrants on it are very susceptible to sores, &c., &c. S

The indentured immigrants are earning good wages.

St. Cyr Estate, St. Andrew'’s Parish.

The proprietor, Mr. Langdon, having lately died, I was unable (owing to the books
and papers having been locked up) to sec the medical register, but I was informed by

9

the head overseer that the medical officer of the district was employed by contract. The

. estate is healthy, there being only a male and a female ill, the former being laid up with

a cut on'the foot, and the latter suffering frow asthma.
Accotding to the labour list, which was in the possession of the overseer, I found that

the immigrants were earning fair wages.

; Grand Bras Bstate, St. Andrew's Parish.

One of Messrs. Hankey & Co.’s estates (manager, Mr. Shears). On arrival I saw
the head overseer, a Mr. De Bellote, who informed me that there was no medical man
employed for the estate, and that they did not keep a register. Out of the 20 Coolies
allotted to this estate there were only four able to work the others being (as well as the
children) laid up in the ranges with fever, and ulcers on the foot and leg. Mr. Shears
being ill, I was unable to see him, there is no doubt that the Coolies have been sadly
neglected, from the miserable condition I found them in. The law in regard to medical
officer, medical comforts and maintenance has mot been complied with, and on these
grounds I recommend their immediate removal to some other estate; but first of all to
the central hospital (which is within a mile of Grand Bras, and ready for use), where they
will receive that medical treatment which they are greatly in need of.

Mount Horne Estate, St. Andrew'’s Parish.

Tmmigrants allotted, 15.

This estate is considered healthy. There were (five) immigrants unable to work, four
were laid up with small sores, and one female had had fever, on whose account the doctor
had been sent for on the morning of my visit (viz., the 29th); but previous to that the
medical man had not attended the immigrants. I shall await your Honour’s instructions
(as to section 74 of the Immigration Act of 1869) in this case.

Dunfermline Estate, St. Andrew’s Parish.

The medical officer of the district was employed from the commencement of the half

year, and from the register kept on the estate I find that his visits bave been regular (i.e.

weekly), There were (seven) indentured immigrants on the sick list, five witli fever (one)
with dropsy, and one with (supposed) sunstroke. |

‘The immigrants are not earning good wages, and the scale on this estate is very low,
which will again receive my attention hereafter.

. Soubise Estate, St. Andrew's Pavish.

This estate is considered unhealthy ; it is worked by the proprietor (Mr. Harford), who
is doing his utmost in every way for the Coolies. The medical officer has been employed
from the time the immigrants arrived ; they are earning fair wages.

There were (six) laid up with sores and one with fever.

Tuilleries and Belle Vue St. Andrew's.

The former is a sugar estate and the latter a cocoa, where the proprietor (Mr. Batt)
resides. The Coolies are all in good health and earning fair wages. The medical officer
is called in when required, as in the case of a child (infa{lt), No. 130, Goolgaree, in April
last, but I should be glad to know if as no medical man is employed by contract whether

section 74 of the Immigration Act would hold good ?

FEstates in St. Patrick’s Parish.

Dr. McLeod, the medical officer of the district, is employed by contract to attend all
the estates in this parish, and from the registers on . the estates I find that he generally

visits them weekly.

Observatory Estate. Manager, a Mr. Whiteman.

There were five cases in all, four of fever and one of ulcer on the foot, out of an allot-
ment of 20 Coolies. The immigrants are earning moderate wages, 3md Iam not‘sgtlsﬁed
with the system the manager bas adopted towards those who are sick, that of giving 2s.
a week in lieu of maintenance. The manager not being on the estate, I was unable to

speak to him on the subject, but it is my intention to do so on my next visit,
g ,
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Belmont Estate. Manager, Mr. Oueilly.

Attorney, Mr. Bannerman. -

This estate, according to the Medical Register, is healthy (although there have been
two cases of yaws sent to the Colony Hospital). On the day of my visit there was not
a single case of sickness.

The rate of wages is very low. During the week ending the 24th August nine 9) of
the indentured immigrants on this estate were lent out to the manager of Observatory
Estate (on the 22nd and 23rd of the month). This is not according to the indentures,
and I shall be glad to know the Attorney-General's opinion on the matter. I may
remark that whilst they worked on Observatory they received 1s. a day, which is far
more than they are given at Belmont.

La Taste. Manager, Mr. Fullerton.

Out of 20 immigrants allotted to this estate, only (five) were at work (four males and
one female). The others were laid up with sores and fever; one case of ulcer on the
ankle joint I intend sending to the Colony Hospital.

The black nurse I found attending to the Coolies is certainly a good hand at looking
after them and deserves great credit, nevertheless the want of a central hospital is greatly
needed in this parish, and until one is built I am afraid to say what will be the result.

The Belendese House is not to be had, as it is about to be let to a tenant,

Mornefendue Estate, St. Patrick’s Parish.

Only (five) out of (40) indentured immigrants were at work, so that the remainder (35)
were laid up with fever and ulcers. Had not the late manager been discharged it would
have been my duty to have prosecuted him before the magistrate. No. 221 ¢M),
Kullowah, ex “ Hermione,” 1878, died last week, and Dr. McLeod stated to me that it is
for want of hospital care. A large building has been patched up for the reception of the
immigrants, but I would suggest that an official communication be at once forwarded to
the manager of the estate, to have the whole of the house put into immediate repair, and
that a couple of competent nurses be taken on.

Montrose. Manager, Mr De Gale, jun.

Four (4) cases of ulcers and one (1) of fever, which are receiving attention. The
payments on this estate are not satisfactory, as the scale of wages is very low.

Mount Rich. Mr. Andrew Fullerton.

The situation of this estate, being healthy, the immigrants are keéping their health
wonderfully, and are working well. There were only four cases, and they were of a
trivial nature. ' ‘

La Fortune. Late Manager (Mr. J. Fullerton).

There are 20 immigrants indentured to this estate, and with the exception of about
(3) five (and they are not healthy), all were laid up with fever and ulcers. No. 277 (M),
Bhugan, and No. 59 (F), Dillowah, were perfect skeletons ; No. 369 (M), Nagga, requires
hospital care; the others are more or less in a very sickly condition, owing to their not
having received that maintenance and medical care which they are entitled to during
their illness, and which is necessary for their recovery. 1 have never seen Coolies who
have been so neglected. The manager having left for England, prevents my prosecuting
him ; llassdit is, I strongly recommend their removal to St. George’s and their indentures
cancelled.

4

River Antoine. Mr. Hancock.

(Fifteen) allotted. The manager has lately been appointed. The situation of the
estate i1s very unhealthy. There is one case which I intend sending to the Colony
Hospital, and there are five others laid up with fever. Payments bad. I would recom-
mend the removal of the immigrants on this estate to a more healthy one.

In conclusion, there is no doubt in my mind that the managers of estates in this Island,
with very few exceptions, are unfit to have the charge of East Indian immigrants ; they
do not take the ordinary care of them, neither do they pay them sufficient to enable
them to obtain the common necessaries of life, at the same time expect to get more
from the Coolies (before they are accustomed to the work) than they are able to perform.

(Signed) J. P. DennaMm,

31st August 1878. Protector of Immigrants.

11

B.

* RepoRT ;)n(’ly visit to St. Andrew’s and St. Patrick’s on the 2nd and 3rd September, in

cABtinuation of my Report of the 29th, 30th, and 31st of August 1878.

day, the 2nd of September, I visited the Central Hospital at St. Andrew’s and
ganthl\gozilisgznser? “Ikhmud Ihossein,” an official letter for the manager of Grand Bias

-estate (St. Andrew’s), ordering the removal of the indentured immigrants to the district .

ital ; n proceeded on to the ¢ Observatory Estate,” St. Patrick’s, where I saw
?ﬁ:lig:i;ggrf};d Is)poke to him regarding the payment of 2s. a head to the immigrants
during their illness (as maintenance). He stated that he had heard of my objection and
had ordered the ordinary diet of rice and peas to be given to those vyho were unable’ to
work. There were no complaints. I then went on to River Antoine Estate, where I
found things even worse than on my former visit (on the 30th of last month). The
payments had not only been bad, but they (the Coolies) had not received any money for
three weeks.  This the overseer, a Mr. Moore, corroborated, and said that owing to the
death of the attorney (Mr. Langdon), and the illness of the manager (who had been laid
up for over three weeks), he had been unable to procure any money to pay the Coolies
with 1! A great many were suffering from fever, &c. And on these grounds, coupled

~with the neglectful manner in which they had been treated, I ordered their removal, and

had the women and children, and those who were upable to Wal!:, conveyed to Sauteurs
in a cart, and lodged at the La Fortune works, until next morning. After having seen
the Coolies placed into the cart, I turned on to La Taste’and inspected the immigrants, I
decided on sending (7) seven of them to St. George’s, as the others seemed to be
recovering, and were receiving all the attention which can be given on any estate. At
Mornefendue, there being a serious ulcer case, I considered it advisable to send it on to
’ reatment.
Stbﬁi({ff Z:’dfg; tSeptember, in accordance with the honourable the Colonial S.ecretar.y’s
communication No. 354 of the 31st August, I went on to La Fortqne, and after having
seen all the indentured immigrants who had been sent on ,the previous evening, I had
them (as well as those mentioned above) taken in the estate’s cart to a shed at the water-

‘side. The captain of the sloop “Lily’ then began to embark them, whilst I went up

to Sauteurs and procured a barrel of biscuits, which I delivered to him, as well as a

{etter for the Colonial Secretary, stating at the same time the number of statute adults

n his assurance that all would be right (and there being only a
?:wh?fo:: lztfi{l‘g g:dsh(i)pp ed) I rode on to Mont.rose, and afterwards to Belmont Estate§,
and had copies of the labour list made out, which I herewith forward for your honour’s

al. These are two of the estates on which I consider the payments are low.

PeliuSd cordance with your honour’s instructions conveyed to me in the honourable the
Colgh?:l (.)Se cretary’s letter No. 355 of the 3rd Sep.ten,lber, it is my intention early next
week (on my return to St. Andrew’s and_St. Patrick’s) to lodge informations against
those employers who have mot concurred with the provisions of the Immigration Act

of 1869. :
6th September 1878.

(Signed)  J. P. Dennawm,
Protector of Immigrants.

No. 3.

DUNDAS, C.M.G,, to the Ricar Hon. S;ie MICHAEL
Gﬁ%IIEOSRBEACH, Barr. (ReceivedOctober 28, 1878.)
S ' Barbados, October 11, 1878.b
18, ' * rwarded two Despatches from the
: teh of the 10th September,* I forwarde 1 P
Adminigmrﬁ,r 3;%% tohe cfmdition of a number of the Coolies who had been recently

. : Island. ) ) ;
mt;odlur:: ego::gg;:;on of Mr. Kerr's Despatches on this subject, I now enclose two more

i i tances up to the 8th instant. N . o
Wh?iCh\{%:::;: lé}(r:g::(ﬁso?lnthe 2gnd and 23rd September I visited the sick Coolies in the

3 H 1 'S AWy i f i 1
military hospital on Richmond Hill, and received fg - v al information on the

circumstances which had preceded his directing tix
4. Mr. Kerr’s Despatches give 1n conmdeli?b _
may be convenient, however, if I condense t f

Unae %6
™M19
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5. Shortly after Mr. Kerr’s arrival in Grenada it came to hjs knowledge that there

immigrants, was at once directed to proceed to those estates from whic
proceeded, and to investigate them. To his report, already forwarded, I
attention. ¥

6. In the meantime Mr. Kerr had collected every ailing Coolie within reach, and had
placed them in an unused building, formerly the military hospital.

7. On receipt of Mr. Denham’s report a further number of Coolies were brought by
sea to the same hospital. :

8. In shipping these invalids an untoward event occurred. The master of the vessel
chartered to carry the immigrants to St. George’s, and who had taken over 43 from Mr.,
Denham, left on his own responsibility one man on the beach. He tries to excuse this
conduct by saying that the man was too ill to be moved. “The man was suffering from
dysentery, but it does not appear that there was any just ground for believing he could
not have undergone a four hours’ passage by sea to St. George’s.

9. The man died within 48 hours; his death having been in al] probability accelerated
by exposure and neglect. The result of a close inquiry into the circumstances of this
man’s death exonerates Mr. Denham and Dr. McLeod, to whom it was said the dying
man’s condition had been reported.

10. The master of the vessel and a police constable, who appear to have been aware
of but gave themselves no concern to aid the unhappy sufferer, have been criminally
proceeded against. '

11. From the accompanying Despatch from Mr. Kerr it will be seen that the grand
Jury threw outthe bill against the master of the vessel, and that the police officer was
found guilty and ordered to pay a fine of 5.. I propose to inquire further into the fact
reported in Mr. Kerr’s Despatch of the chief justice having omitted to charge the grand

ury.

J ly 2. It is not difficult to trace the causes of all this misery.. An unfortunate coincidence
of deaths among those charged with superintending the interests of some estates left the
indentured immigrants without care or supervision. Ignorance and neglect on other
estutes engendered disease, and no steps were taken to check it. )

13. Mr. Kerr remarks that no wise employer of Coolie labour would, until a short
period had elapsed, put an unseasoned immigrant to hard work, nor can too much care be
taken that the Coolie be supplied with wholesome food, especially on his first arrival.

14. Fond of possessing money the Coolie hoards his earnings.  He purchases ¢ stock,”
a pig, a goat, or fowls, while he satisfies hunger by boiling down and eating some
innutritious roots or leaves. Several of the sick men whom I saw, or,who had come into
the hospital half starved, were in the possession of small sums of money, 2I. and upwards.
Even the man who died, as above related, had 9s. 44. in his waist cloth.

15. Mr. Denham cannot, I thing, be altogether exonerated from blame. He ought to
have been cognizant of the condition of the Coolies before the mischief had gone so far.
He pleads severe indisposition as an excuse. .I understand, however, that in many
respects Mr. Denham is a good officer. He speaks Hindustani, and s trusted and liked
by the Coolies. Under Mr. Kerr's supervision I think that in future his work will not be
neglected.  His unpopularity among the planters is in itself evidence that when in good
bealth he discharged his duties conscientiously.

16. As regards these employers of Coolie labour who have neglected their duties and
their-obligations, the law has been and will be put rigorously in force against them.

complaints
vite your

was much suffering among the newly-arrived immigrants. Mr. Denham, {otector of .

17. I have only to add that it gratified me to see how rapidly the condition of the

Coolies in hospital was improving.

I desired Mr. Kerr to spare no expense in contributing to their comfort. Their
wants, however, are few, and they are ceasily satisfied, while the careful medical super-
vision of Dr. Massiah left nothing farther in that direction to be desired. -

I cannot conclude this Despatch without expressing the high sense I entertain of the
vigour and judgment which Mr. Kerr has shown in deallling with this matter.

ave, &c.

(Signed GEORGE DUNDAS.
The Right Hon. Sir M. E. Hicks Beach, Bart., gned)

&c. &c. &c
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Enclosure 1. in No. 3. .
ApministraTor Kerr to Lievrenanr-Governor Dunpas.

Government House, September 27, 1878.h

the subject of my Despatch No. 174, 7th September instant, on the
conditio?loz?lzﬁz:mim;igraﬁ)ts by t)l:e « Hermione,” I ’have further to inform your
Excellency. L ) D "
been no deaths among the immigrants since my last Despatch.

'()f2 io’;I),‘Ii:f::) :livenow at the Richmond Hill Hospital, 40 are reported Well’, and the
others are for the most part rapidly improving; of 23 at the St. Andrew’s Central

Sir,

' Hospital 13 are well, and the medical officer reports that in a short time “al will be fit

forawelr‘ll{l.e case of the immigrant from La Fortune who died at Sauteurs on the 5th

.instant after having been abandoned on the beach on the 3rd instant by the captain of

vernment to bring the sick Coolies round: to St. Geo?ge’s, is

g:grfos(;gizﬁ? 1(1)1);gd1b3’v:sh :.vg:e of when I last %vrote. The coroner’s inquest, which was

then sitting, terminated in a verdict that the man died of dysentery, acceller?tedhpy

exposure. It came out at the inquest that the reports sent in by the corporal of po }cl:e

were not true, and that the man had_ been entirely neglécted, although quite near to the

5 on.

tO\Zn grsﬁz%;gdantigize%?ggf:ﬂtiagéf of the district, denies the allegation that he was

info;'med. of the man’s condition. Both Dr. McLeod and Mr. Denham will have to
answer for their neglect of duty beforq the Ex.ecutlve Councxl..

5. Assoon as 1 was made acquainted with the facts (.ilsclosed' before the coroner

I c(;nsulted the Attorney General, wl}e advised that an mf‘ormatlon on ha cliarge l;)f

manslaughter should be made by the inspector of police agamsft NIII.’. Dfen amtdpéi the

captain of the sloop, and a separate charge against the corporal of police for contributing

his culpable neglect of duty. '
to éth(ifl?itilrl)go iﬁsepzigeg{ng;son fhe criminal charge, I interdicted Mr. Denham from

the fu%ﬁ?%i?&i&éso%miiése charges was taken yesterday at Sauteurs before the police
ma7g.istrat'e of the district, when the captain of the sloop was bound over to be tried
at the next criminal court, and the charge against Mr. Denbam was dismissed. .

8. In consequence of the deaths of Mr. Langdon and Mr. Shears, the leading
. rs of the Colony, and the representatives of the most important absentee proprietors,

lante off the hearing of the complaints which had been made against the

1 have had to put

immi ts who h
elrralzlt)ilgg eg.sct?f ’i’nller::x]egrga;:ltslemen died within a fortnight of each other, Mr. Langdon on

g ; . 'They were both members
. Shears on the 11th September y h m
Eli_etthSti“eg;}iSi% g&xﬁ, and it was chiefly at th.eir instance Ehat agphcz’a’tlon was
de to the Government for the immigrants who arrlyed by the *“ Hermione.” They
— the chief employers of immigrants, either on’ their own estates or on thoge under
Egif- charge, and it was only against them that it was necessary to make complaints. .
9 I shfll,'not be able before the arrival of the next.mall from. England to ascertain
who. will be appointed attorneys for the absentee proprietors, particularly for Messieurs

Mr. Smith of Glasgow. o
Halr:)ke%f %igozgg: ’ 1%/? rd g;naway and Mr.gKent, who are to administer the estates of

. And they have both promised to do everything in
Mr. ,Langd"”toa';,‘ioﬁolgr‘tgg e?yr:ll-being of 'g;le immigranfs on the estates under their
thelr powe? d to comply with the law and the regulations. I will not, however, allow
d]rCCt;-ofﬂeaﬁxlmigrants to be sent back to the estates from whlc_:b they have been taken
32{1101 have satisfied myself by personal inspection that they will be properly lodged and

in salubrious places y Estate on the 17th instant, and found that the ranges were

11. 1 visited the Calivi . und that the ranges x
i laria from an adjacent swamp. e immig rom
?f&ozzgafg tel;i:(lel}])ftlut:?gf a(;e I::vgl}n Richmond Hill Hospital. They were kindly treated

ived i f them have
‘ lace where they lived is unhealthy, although many o
on the efiti{]eéi? lﬁzat]l:fl I;t the hospital.” I bave refused to allow them to return to the
:ifftffnm the ranges are removed to a higher and healthier place, which I selected, aqd
o whi . d to remove the ranges. . )
to ]v;hnclh th%;l a;ag;:esgzea recurrence of neglect and ill-treatment, and also to give
p,.,.;];;ipqnf:: the speedv adjustment of differences between the employers and the immi-

ad not complied with the provisions of the Immi- .

T
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14 . S
: . o tatrl -omi e constan
grants as to labour and wages, I think it is important that the protector of immigrants and Dr. Lang, the medical officer Ofl'l.thgudwt;wta’ rPJ ?(r,mgeéd x):ritilﬁit heI¢ ’Qdd?saggoni;:ég
shall for the fyture be constantly moving about among the estates, instead of visitingg and . in his attendance, and cause cvery tkmﬁ]&g(i:ts‘svasy ‘withouf any medical coniforts fot the -
reporting on them monthly as heretofore. The country is so hilly, and the difficulty of to find, when I visited it “]a‘scj:u‘w ?‘?ﬁ;, the sick immigrants at the ranges on the estates,
travelling from St. George’s to distant parts of the island is so great, that I am establ)irsh- sick, and that{Dr. Lang was il hvmlitalg T found ‘on %eaﬂ every estate ‘which-f visited
ing two stations for the use of the protector of immigrants on going his rounds. I have inste_ad of sending -themhot;) :cta;(le t::éﬂme;m I caused them 1);’0 be sent to the hospital, and
rented a house in a central situation in the northern district; and I will have a room iﬁ;%??;:trl:gt‘ilég:gin thg.jhbspital- book *for Dr. Lang’s guidance as to his attendance,

fitted up at the Grand Eiang House which overlooks the eastern district. In these two

L N - ; comforts for the sick.
districts most of the immigrants are located, and the protector will be able to oo con- oper sustenance 41
=}

amé asSitr?cgrf \ﬁg‘lggsg;n the condition of the roads, and the nature +of the country, I do

stantly from place to place where his presence and influence is required. A i ’ . ; i i n’ jes have beei , .

: ! vher ¢ . quired. And he will at “Jv.at the.imperfect manner in which Mr. Denham’s duties have beett , . °,

- the same time avoid the objectionable practice, hitherto pursued, of depending on the notf‘wond;r so s r;h;igence is ?n St.‘Gexirge’§, and he is separated from his work bya
hospitality of the planters. ] : . - performed. 48 and by roads at all times difficult, and in wet weather nearly {'mpassable.

;3. tI go ‘Ill)(l)t }t}nnl: t?{at or;e h(l)lrse is eInough forththteh roﬁactor of immigrants, and in ° %t})ll;nﬁg:ng “ch I have tuken in the northern district must be repaired before he can
order to enable him to keep two horses, I propose that his allowance should be incr ' AN, o) c im close to his work as soon as
from 50/. per annum, which he now rec,elves, to 80/, per annum. owd el eased' rems;;? tp.git. but I‘}%ﬂ do what I ca{l to get hlm eo8 o :

14. The erection of the Central Hospital for the northern district will be at once popsivle. o e will ' ick’ ish and look to th a
] ‘ A ; B i 1.1 I will proéeed, to St. Patrick’s parish -and look to the v
commenced, and I shall press its speedy erection. S : % : _AS soc;‘n &seﬂilgg?éng ?zn that pdistrict; * revisiting St. Andtew’s in going and -

' 15.1 With reipect to ’ihe Military Hospital at Richmond Hill, which has been of such cozldltl_on 0 R e = o g A T
signal service, I cannot help expressing my regret that it has been determined to convert returningsg.. . e IH‘ ) the immigrants: have recovered their health;
oo ) X . g : ‘ ? 11 ‘Hospital 62 of the immigrants: haye recovere r heathy
it into a prison. It is a great pity to destroy a building so perfectly adapted both in 8. ﬁéﬁf vafslrrlimﬂql‘lhjl‘ge ar e}s)till 41 on the sick list. - THey alFcontinue to improve,
arrangement and in salubrity of situation for a convalescent hospital. And I think a L ;?li‘many oglzchem I;ad very ba 1 ulcers, ‘W:mdl are slow in hea_ling‘;‘*iﬁ:"rheié has becn one

suitable prison could be erected at a smaller cost than will be required for the proposed

; s de” e v iated Coolies frdm La Fortune.
conversion. I hope it is not too late for the matter to be reconsidered. death from phthisis; the case was one offtlie very emaci ~

e before I write againt to be'able to send to work the immigrants who have’

16. I will, as soon as possible, proceed to the estates from which the immigrants have 9. 1 hope beie 58S they b v&"’h‘,e‘: - brought from, or, as seems .
beep removed, and' make arrangements either for their return, when well enogugh, or for - rqcoveﬁ{da el.th al tﬁeﬁewhl:g:: e:vﬁgr;h:h%?‘c::e li(;;};lya to keep the%' h‘ealth’and be well:
their transfer to suitable places. I am glad that your Excellency has had an opportunity ,  tost i ely; o © P ' S o

o treated. ' I have, &c. o

Ef perso(rilallfy insl;]pectingI %he condi;lionkof) th(lavI Coolies, and of the arrangements which I '
ave made for them. ave to thank Dr. Massiah for his able assistan . " o ) .. (Signed) - »*T. Keag, . .. .~
co-operation in carrying out everything that was necessary for the tr(é:,tslr:lllt Z(E;f{i ](t)llll: His Excellency G%Vfimor Dundas, C.M.G.y - - (Signed) Py s Ad;;inistfaltdr; L
immigrants at Richmond Hill. _ . Barbados. , Te
17. I am glad to think that there is no longer any fear of loss*of life, and I trust that L

all the invalids will soon be restored to health and able to return to their occupations. '
I have, &c. o . )

T,

o 5 . .. Eaclosure 3. in No. 3. . -
| (Signed) . Ken. A o B SRR & o
His Excellency Governor Dundas, C.M.G., Administrator. T ApministraTor KERR to LieutenanT-GoverNgR DJukpas.
| Barbados. ' | “186 E £ CGh s
| o (1?0 ) i ~Government House, Oc‘t&ﬁ;r IZ’ 1878.
£ ion*of Charles Williams, the ogptainuof the « Lily,”
' R o are Teference to the prosecution O illiamg, $he ogp Ao y
Enclosure 2. in No. 3 R e hé" Indian inll)migrant on the beag%@%?é%%: ]g‘;lvte the bonour to -
. . ' i cour Exoellei¢y that the grand jury ignored tn¢ DHL ¥ indret ment. L
ApmiNisTRATOR KERR to Lirurenant-GoverNor Dunpas. ?@g?@ﬁ;‘gﬁ%}:ﬁg@ on B¢ "’ﬁeg.magistrate “seemed ‘:‘s;b::c‘dxfc'iusl‘ve against the accused .
| Goveramen Howse, Octber , 1676 . oing th e pid o the Ohief, ution Tt u oy & charee (3
I 5aVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 27th September ultimo I “‘%“%'and jury on the ,mdlfﬂ.meﬂ‘éf an v:la;isl; }t)ter herewith. = . - A
sent to you to St. Lucia the following telegraphic Despatch :—* Case against Denham o ‘charagd the 'grand jury _ja”!j“a »yjiu’:xforwar d 'u: were misled by the technical WOrdiﬁg of "
¢ dismissed. Shall I reinstate, protector much wanted.’ T 3.1 b e since geiﬁt gﬁ;‘f 'gﬁt’:h%g?or&,s kaiﬂg and slayif #® “meant thurder, so =
To which, on the 28th, I received i . O uers and thought -that t % cant mmur L
o eoinv:t ;tce.” on the 28th, I received the followifig telegram from your Excellency :— }B: \l:ft:tg)f‘.t.A ?Pplanatioii which they should have had ﬁ‘m}, ju‘dgethe bill was..
2. I accordingly withdrew the interdict and sent for Mr. Denham. I reprimanded him Rt gred. Tl g g ey R
fm;fbis er}f_or,d and gave him instructions as to the manner in which he 12 ilgafuture to %W'Irge Po._l-ic,f 6?%:’8 h}f@ﬂié{‘g%i‘:%ey’s?:i o:‘x?;r:gifr(;IPi?lytﬁéﬁg%gﬁgf ind he wrotito
P e accompon ' 5. I'have nob Beeke o s calling on me. I fear that -his‘gontinued indispdattion
3. He accompanied me last week on a visit to the estates in St. Andrew’s parish, on t gay that ill-health pre yéated h_i.s:‘ca ing o e o b dinistradon 6f
which the jmmigrants had been ill and neglected. R AR e e et dn, the! business of the’ Court, and"on; ¥ adtinstrati,
4. On Grand Bras Estate, the property of Messrs. Hankey, formerly under the charge o justiee T W i s . I have. & el
of Mr. Shears, and now conducted by Mr. Kent, I found that the goo]ie ranges were c o i

unfit for dwellings. The floors were resting on the earth, and were rotten with damp-
The immigrants were removed from them to the Central Hospital on the 3rd September. o
They are nearly all well again, but I will not allow them to return to the estate unless
Mr. Kent puts up new houses for them. If he does not do so in a reasonable time I
shall allot them to other employers who will make provision for their health and comfort.

- ok IS
fod {4

' S . o ‘ a3y,
srets that he ‘was suffering so- mach$om illness at the o

Several applications have been made for immigrants by the owners of cocoa estates in e 'M'ef Justil:éfrc . ng 50 mch® : ol g
healthy places, but before settling any of them afresh, I will inspect the dwellings pre- o f'It‘Kg‘g(l::nt on Thasday that he hid-to pray the mdulgenge ﬂc:g the granb((l‘ Jury; a,ﬁ%;];g ,
pared for the beg them to excuse his offering 40y comments upen &ty o .cases f uttw 1
5. As I informed your Excellency in my Despatch No. 174, September 7th, para- _ before them. - R Leatst o v 'ié* ,
graph 11, the Central Hospital for St. Andrew’s district was opened on the 3rd September; = A A . , g
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He therefore regrets that he cannot supply the information i i
. 3 re
the Administrator of the Government. Auired by his honour

His Honour
The Administrator of the Government.

No. 4.

The Riear Hon. Stk MICHAELD%II\?B{ES{B%.&I&%.BART., to LieureNanT-GOVERNOR

Sir, . Downing Street, October 14, 1878.

I 5ave the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a letter addressed
to me by Colonel Harley* respecting the treatment and condition of the Coolie labourers
in Grenada, and I request that you will report without delay the result of your proposed
Inquiry into the matter, as notified in your Despatch of the 10th ultimo + and that
you ‘wﬂl take immediate steps to enforce the legal obligations of the employe;'s.

I have, &c. '
Lieutenant-Governor Dundas. (Signed) M. E. HICKS BEACH.

No. 5.

The Riear Hon. SIR MICHAEL HICKS BEACH, Barr., to L )
Govenxor DUNDAS, C.M.G, oo

» Downing Street, Novemb
I nave received your Despatch of the 11th ultimo%;t and énclosSres iili?i’vistisihe
condition of the Indian immigrants introduced into Grenada last season.

2. I am unable to accept Mr. Denham’s plea of severe indisposition, and Mr. Kerr's
plea of the great difficulty of locomotion owing to the mountainous nature of the country
and the frequently impassable condition of the roads, as any sufficient excuse for the
failure of the protector of immigrants to discover and report the cases of gross neglect
and mismanagement which have been disclosed by the present inquiry. The Hifﬁculty
of locomotion will in some degree be diminished by the establishment of the protector’s
residence in a more convenient situation, but whilst he should be required to perform
all the travelling necessary for the most effective discharge of his duties, and should
be informed that unless he shows himself in every way fitted for then; he will be
removed, I feel bound to mark my sense of his neglect by declining to sanction the
increase of his travelling allowance proposed by the administrator. -

3. 1 conclude that I shall hear further from you as to the omission of the Chief J ustice
to charge the grand jury in the case of the death of the Coolie from La Fortune Estate
I wish also to receive a more particular statement as to the apparent neglect of duty on
the part of the medical officer by allowing the sickness of the Coolies to assume such
serious proportions without taking steps for their removal to hospital.

4. The administrator appears to me to have acted promptly an Jjudiciously throughout
the whole affair, especially in his resolution not to permit the return of the .Coolies to the
estates until suitable habitations are provided for them. o

Sir,

5. In conclusion, I feel bound to express my strong sense of the neglect on the part of

the employers which has led to such disastrous consequences.

, /, _ I have, &ec.
Lieutenant-Governor Dundas. (Signed) M. E. HICKS BEACH.
* No. 1. t No. 2. . $No.3.
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No. 6.

. Lmurenant-GoverNor DUN DAS, C.M.G., to the Ricar Hon. Sn; MICI-fAEL

HICKS BEACH, Barr. (Received December 2, 1878.) -

Barbados, November 8, 1878.
1. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked
« Emigration,” of the 14th October,* in which are transmitted a letter addressed to you
by Colonel Harley, and a report made direct to him by Mr. Denham, protector of
immigrants at Grenada.

2. My Despatch of the 11th October { has already furnished the information you
desire. I shall not fail to report to you whatever further may occur respecting the
treatment and condition of the Coolies.

3. Mr. Kerr still maintains a watchful care over all the immigrants under his adminis-
tration. . A narrative of personal visits recently made by him to various parts of the
Island, detailing the result of his observation, is contained in a Despatch herewith
transmitted.

4. I have read Mr. Denham’s letter of the 20th August,} addressed to Colonel Harley,
with some surprise. I shall refer it, together with your Despatch, to Mr. Kerr, and
desire him to report upon them by the first opportunity. '

I have, &c. + o
‘ (Signed) GEORGE DUNDAS.

The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks Beach, Bart.,

&c. &c. &c.

Sir,

Enclosure in No. 6.

Administrator Kerr to Lieutenant-Governor Dunpas.
Siw, Government House, October 25, 1878.

I Have the honour to report to your Excellency that immediately after the
departure of the last mail I visited the St. Patrick’s district, in which many of the Indian
immigrants are located. ) .

9. Mr. Denham, the protector of immigrants, was ill, and could not accompany me,
but I had the services of the dispenser at the Central Hospital in St. Andrew’s, who
came out in the « Hermione” as compounder, and who, besides being an intelligent
interpreter, is well acquainted with the immigrants individually.

3. I set out early on the morning of the 10th instant, and went round the southern

art of the Island for the purpose of seeing the condition of the road from St. George’s
to St. Andrew’s by that route. . n

4. On reaching St. Andrew’s I first visited the Central Hospital, and I was pleased
to find that the sick immigrants I had caused to be sent there from the estates on my
previous visit to the district were recovering rapidly, and that all the patients were
receiving proper care and suitable nourishment.

5. I visited Grenville that afternoon in the hope of seeing Mr: Kent, to make arrange-
ments about removing the‘Grand Bras immigrants from the hospital, as I was informed
that he proposed to allot to them a comfortable house in a healthy situation. I, how-
ever, failed te meet with him, although he had notice of my wish to see him. I then
visited Soubise estate, to the south of Grenville. The immigrants there were well
treated by Mr. Harford, the proprietor, and seemed contented, although some of them
had suffered a good deal from fever. At Tuileries and Belvue, the estates of Mr. Batt,
which are both in the better climate of the hills, the immigrants vere particularly healthy
and happy; they had put away their Indian attire, and were clothed neatly and com-
fortably.

6. E‘Zu'ly next morning, accompanied by Mr. Bqtt and my priyate secretary, I started
for St. Patrick’s, calling at the St. Andrew’s Hospital for the Indian dispenser. Mr. Batt
kindly furnished us with fresh horses, and as he knew all the roads and places I was very

of his company. ' > o
glz;(% At GrandPBrgs,I saw the house which I was told Mr. Kent .woul'd prepare for the
immigrants. It is in every respect suitable, and I hope the Coolies will be taken to it
as soon as possible. )

8. I met Dr. McLeod at La Taste estate, and he, with Mr. Fullarton, of that estate,
who has charge also of several other properties in the district, rode with me from place

to place, and gave me such information as I required.

*No. 4, . t No. 3. 1 Enclosure in No, 1.
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of 15 cases, who are suffering from tedious ulcers, all the Coolies Who were
the hospital at Richmond Hill have recovered their health. ere removed to
! ' I have, &c.

‘ Signed)  GEOR .
The Right Hon. Sir Michael E. Hicks Beach, Ba.gt.,g ) GE DUNDAS'.

&q. &e. &e.

Enclosure 1. in No. 8.
Administrator Kerr to Lieutenant-Governor Duxpas.

SIg, Government House, November 2
. , er 26, 1878.
I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch,

4th November instant transmitting to me for my report thereo

from the Secretary (;f State, enclos.ipg .copy of a lgttei‘ from nCa;)lco(:lI?lr (ga?kP eiglfgwl;

1('§:plort by Mr. Denham on the condition and treatment of the Coolie labourersyin this
olony. ‘

2. I bave reported so fully and constantly on the condition an'dr treatment of the -

Indian immigrants in my Despatches, 27th August, 7th September, $7iL,"
8th October, 25th October, and 8th November, that my fgmarks . 7t“1}11e ‘Sdi%t;z[:g:;s,

sent me must necessarily be to a great extent a repetition of what I have alread
reported. SAvE already

3. I think Mr. Denham is wrong in his opinion that ¢ East Indian immigrants | od"g}’it“

“ not to be sent to this Island, and that those who arrived in the ¢ Hermione ’ ought to
“ be sent away to Demerara or Trinidad.” And, indeed, in one of his early reports he

says, “on the whole I am happy to say that the new Coolies s
“J;nd the managers, one and I;l]? seem );’)erfectly satisfied with theéztﬁl.”generally contented,

4. 'The miserable condition of the Coolies on several of the estates has been the result
of ‘mismanagement and neglect, for which Mr. Denham is himself a good deal to blame
. The Coolies were in many cases put into houses so badly constructed, and in sucl;
improper situations, that disease was both engendered and aggravated. - There was no
provision made for hospital room and for nursing and medical comforts, and in man
cases the Coolies were entirely neglected. ’ ‘ y

5. Yet. t}}e Coolies were domiciled under such conditions, and no effectual steps were
taken to insist upon the requirements of the law, with regard to their care and treatment
being observed. . ’

6. The mounthly visits which Mr. Denham speaks about were insufficient for the
prevention of the evils which occurred, and he seems to have performed his duties
generally in the most perfunctory manner.

7. When 1 visited Beausejour on the 2nd November instant, and saw the barrack in
which the Coolies had been domiciled, I was not surprised at the report which
Mr. Denham made to me on the 21st August, that he had found them nearly all ill with
fever. The house was raised a little above the surface of the swampy ground on short
posts with mud and filthy water under and around it, and with pestilential morass at a
short distance. No human beings could have kept their health in such a place. ‘

8. Had Mr. Denbham objected to the place, no doubt huts would have been erected (‘m‘

a healthy part of the estate as is now being done.
9. No complaints were made against employets or managers for breaches of the law
whgn tl}ese breaches first occurred, and it was only when I discovered.-soon after my
arrival in the Colony, instances of gross neglect and ill-treatment, that’ “Mr. Depham
by my instructions entered complaints against the offending parties, ’
10. It turned out, however, that ‘the responsible persons were My, Lancdon and
M. Shears, who both died before any investigation could be made, . 8 '

11. Since that time everything that is possible has been done to ameliorate the con-

dition of those who were suffering, immigrants have been removed from unhealthy
estates, and new houges are being built in healthy places on others, and, as far as I can

»
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ot be forgotten also that in the case of thi¢Colony the whole of the
{;Sﬁsgtoff}‘i‘ﬁfn?goration is gborne by the planters themseh{es. The mral revegue is not
arged with any portion of it,‘but a special fund 1s'prov1d¢d by 2 tam t,hg export of
1gar and cocoa. . . o
14. Under these circumstances it is to the interest of the employers to maintain in
Jbust health by kind treatment the labourers who are procured at such a heavy cost to
and the cases of neglect and ill-treatment which have occurred have been

oty f Messrs. Hankey and Co., through the culpable neglect

most entirely on the estates o
" their agents. . . | .
15. Had the Protector of Immigrants done his duty and nipped these abuses in
e bud, by taking proceedings Promptly against offending parties ar_ld removing the
amigrants from unhealthy situations, a great deal of the suffering which has occurred

ould have been prevented. |
16. With reference to the old Coolies, although it may be true that there are now
nly 112 of them located on estates, there are a great many of them scattered over the
sland, and making an independent livelihood by trading and by planting cocoa, either on
mall {recholds.or on land which they rent 1n small holdings. I am told also’,that a very
reat number of them have gone to Trinidad. They have not *“run away ” there, but
ave preferred to go there to clainting their return passage to .Indxa. B
17. I have made inquiries, but I have been unable to ﬁr}d either that‘th_e Coohe_s have
een driven from the estates, oy that any of them have died of yaws and other diseases
: FORG Y. - - J s
mi'g;l eI’di:dnot think it necessary to follow - Mr. Denham in his' sensational statements,
thich appear to be founded neither on facts nor on reason. _ -
19. Even in the case of the manager of Beausejour, who has been fined 50!. for M-
reatment of the Coolies, and has since been dlsng;ssed from the estaté, N,I’r Denham has
xaggerated by saying “he has beaten the Coolies to get them to work,” and expresses-
urprise at the magistrate oaly fining him 10s. * T have a copy of the proceedings in that
ase before me. Mr. Denham was not present at the hearing, as he ought to have been.
t was only proved, however, that the manager m a bad temper gave one man, with
shom he had an altercation, a slight bloﬁjm?h his horsewhip ; and the punishment

cemed to me to be quite sufficient. o ‘

90. On the whole I trust that the di.ﬁiculties; respecting the Coolie labourers are
iearly at an end. . A better Immigration Ordinance is under consideration by the
Jecretary of State. And the new Medical Ordinance, which I send by this mail for your
ixcellency’s consideration and approval, will provide at once for efficient m_edlcal aid to
he immigrants under the direct control of the Goverr.lment. _ . |

91. Much must depend on the character and exertions of the Protector of Imnpgrants,
ind T fear that Mr. Denham from the spirit which seems to actuate him, as evinced by
as report and from his unwillingness to. move about constantly among the estates,
vhich I have insisted on, is unfitted for his present post. Perhaps his health is not,
:qual to the constant travelling which is necessary, as after any exposure or fatigue he
s laid up for a week or more with rheumatism. : .

99.. Should I not have been -sufficiently explicit in this report, I take the liberty of
),s/kihg your Excellency to refer the Secretary of State.to the De'spatc}I;e(si vﬁneh I have
eferred to in paragtaph 2. Much trouble would have been avoided had Mr. Denham

vdopted the usual course and sent his report through me in tlllehfli‘r;t, iéz}f(s:t.ance.
‘ - (Signed) T. Kerg,
His Excellency Governor Dundas, C.M.G., - Admmlsttator.
Barbados. ,
.ot

Enclosure 2. in No. 8.

see, there is an earnest disposition on the part of the planters to do all that i . od of
them t0 the best of their ability. P 10 all that 1s requrred O

" . , ' inistrator KERR to Lieutenant-Governor Dunpas. .
12. There is a great want of labour in the Colony. 'The planting of cocoa is being A_dm.lm

Government House, November 27, 1878. " . |

greatly extended, and affords an employment which is exactly suited to Ing; b : . *
The cocoa planters are very anxious to obtain an additionaﬁ su'pply ((;f ?gii?gl:m(t): r:;sa ' o I uavE the honour to report to your Excellency that sinée my last Despatch (210, .
. - I see no reason why Indian labourers should not thrive as well in Grenads as in (’>ther ath November instaxﬁ) on the condition of Cth: Indian immigrants, I have been able to . vf

places, or that the planters should not have as many as they are able to pay for.

ST
LA .,‘
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send a good many of these who were in hospital to the estates f'rom‘ which they were
removed. S | | ' ’

2. The Coolies from Grand Bras estate who were sent. to St. Andrew’s ée’utfﬁ
Hospital, on the 4th September last (as reported in my Despatch 174, 7th Septembir,
paragraph 11), were returned to the estate on.the 16th November instant, and now"
océupy the new quartérs which I approved of. R =

3! Thé new barracks at Calivigny have been completed, and 27 of the Coolies taken
from that estate to the Richmond Hill Hospital have been sent back to work. ‘

4. There ‘are still 35 Coolies at the hospital, of whom only seven are ‘sufficiently
recoveredto go ta work; of these, five are allotted to Mr. Horn’s estate in St. Andrew’s,
and will proceed there at once., ‘ : o .

5. I.am infornied that the new houses at Besusejour, ‘on the spot which I approved of,’

. are being proceeded with, and I hope by the time they are completed to be able to send
15 there from the hospital. This will reduce the number in hospital to 15, who for the
most part are suffering from tedious ulcers. ~ _ -

6. The Protector of Immigrants was laid ip all last week with rheumatism, and is
again unable/’t0 pwoceed this week upon the weekly visits of inspectiorrawhich.I iridisted
on.- He complains that the work is too much' for him.. He his xot gone to live in thie:

‘Windward, district, where most of the immigrants ate,"nd-indeed-the, person whose hoirse

I3 engaged™has refused to give possession on finding who it was required: for.

7. Lam informed that Mr. Denham has been very indiscrect in speaking offensjwely, of
persons with whom he is brought in contact, which, with his brusque manner genéi'aﬁ'y'-,”
causes him to be very much disliked. T

8. I think it would be desirable to effect an exchange between Mr. Denham and one
of the immigration agents in the other Windwdrd Islands, but.this I only suggest for
- your ExceUency’s consideration. ' T ' ‘
; A S I'have, &c. -
o _ , ighed T. Kerr .
Hig Excellency Governor Dundas, C.M.G., | ( gﬂ ~ ) .. Administrator.
- Buarbados. - : o ‘ IR

,

Npovg' ' ',‘ REECR v .
Tae Rigur Hon. St MICHAEL HICKS BEACH, Barrt.,, to LIEUTENANT-
: , Govervor DUNDAS, C.M.G.

S v , C Downing Street, January 16, 1879. -
" I'uave ‘the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of your Dexpatch of the- 81
‘of December last,* transmitting-a_ Despatch - from the Administrator of (renada, in
which he reports upon a letter addressed direct to Colonel Harley by the >rotector of
Immigrants, on the subject of the ‘condition and ill-treatment, o ‘the Coolies in that
Colony..  Having fully considered the. mattety I have come to_ the conclusion that
Mr: D¢nham, partly, perhaps,.through ill-health, has not so discharged the duties ‘of his
office” as Protector of Immigrants, as to justify me in.confirming him in the ‘appointment
provigionally held by him. I will endeavour to ﬁndI a more suitable offices for the post. .

S . - have, &c. - .
CRRI © ~  (Signed M. E. HICKS BEACH.
His Excellency Governor Dundas, C.M\G., gned) - o K :
"+ Barbados. I

“ Sim,

\ .‘*No.S. . \Jg?g‘j)': o
— Mg

’

§ Loxpon: v
g8 EpwArp EYRE and WiLLIAM SPOTTISWOODE,
effto the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty.

’
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