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I BAvE the honor to submit a ’r'eporf. from my Head Assistant,
'Mzr. Robinson, on the general condition and prospects of such of the
"Laccadive Islands as are under the rule of the Beebee of Cannanore. o
“ 9, Mr. Robinson, in treating on a sabject of which little is known, and
rhmh ke has had peculiar c»pportnmtxr\s, from local investigation, o

castering, bas entered into considerable and varied detail. But the

matter of which ke treats is cne affecting the interests qud happiness of

]arge body of people who have never before enjoyed such a meansgof
th ing thur gmevances known’; and the labor of studying what I\L.A
“3obinson has drawn up with anxjous and self-denying solicitude will,
i :‘E,.v‘lure, be cheerfully accorded by his superiors, who will know how
v value the remarkable z zeal and diligence which have distinguished
uat gentleman in the prosecution of a very arduous d mﬂ,

3. The immediate cause of this general report is as .follﬂvq'——An
q.idres‘; was presentkd to me in11846 by cerfain of themphabitants of
|Ancutba, one of the Beebee’s islands, compla}nm(f of va/ loug oppressions
su'“‘f{é’" wluch as they asserted, they, in common” wzth their fellow
;slanders, labored. Tho subject appeared to me[q_ﬂ be beyond my
Jarmdxctlon, and I gave an endorsement to fliat ¢ jinwt.. Tha.address
(herewith returned) was then forwarded by e islanders to the
Jovernment, who, under date the 21st Auwut 1847, transmitted
i to the Collsctor of Canara and mysalf, with intructions to inquire
o its allegatipns: This or&m-‘was received ajout the time when
‘Urder the orders of K. Robinson. was pr(rpnrin/o to visit the LdCC&—-

grument of the 24th dives in order to asceriiin the smouut of
et 1837- - injury which they had received from the storm

April 1847 Tho opportumty was v avasvaakle tn ha last

. P . -




¢ llanara. .

" Ting made by the Beebee to recover them,

_ th('erc is a population of 2,000 and 1,500, respectively. _ ‘

- yields a Puble uf o fine quality.  They have generally extensive fishe

'

© report, parvas,

weighronethiie mos

sslanders are saddlgl with all sorts of irregular cesses.

- «i Mr, Robinson, in making (he ressarches for which Lo was p:irf"‘
“r iy designed, took advantage of his visit o acquire such inform d
. would enable us to answer the Government call on the g iieral’
-, astion, - ol !

ogm
3

4. Mr. Robingon commences with the history and desc=ntion of tht;‘
Laccadive:Islands, and cspecially of thase still under the B wee's Swav,
Tormerly the whole group was so, but four of thevislands— Chet'i.:;t;%
Lltan, Kadamut, and Awmeny-—were taken awa"yg‘from her by Tippoo;
nd, since his fall, have remained attached to,the Collectorate 0‘:?

e ]

The inhabited islands still remeining to the' Beebee are five ing
nuber-+-Androt, Kalpenni, Kowraty, Ancutta, snd Menakay. She hag
also threcislands—Subely, Bingaram, and Tingsram-—which, though not,
fisédly inbabited, are more or less cultivified, aud are valuable besides
for their fisheries. - ‘ SR )

e e

pa—

5. The state of Androt and Kalpenni, which were almost utterly!
destroyed in the hurricane of last year, has already been dwelt on in!
Mr. Rol;(h‘.son"g gpecial report of the 7th February last,  Attempts are!
ith what success remains'
-+ be seen. There are still abont 900 persons out of 2,500 in the

—

-srmer, and 4860 out of 1,600 in the latter island ; but almost all of 'themi
poor and struggling. : : A

In Kowraty and Ancutts, which were littlo injured by tho storin,i

1

Menuakuy Mr. Robinson was nmable to ¥isit, but his information le:.
him to helieve that it has a flourishing population of some 2,600. -
6. 'The whole of these islands are of coral formation, and part‘.a;;,l
the neual characteristics of islands of that 1mntiu'e. They are - thic’
planted with . superior description of cocoanut, the husk of wl .

1
3
4
3

M
e

\
\

. § . . . ’
and cowry basis. Holothuria and tortoise shells can be collected -
considerable exi§nt. I

however favored by matural circumstances, are ivfi

appy condition. ~ The fiscal rules of the Beebeo
heavily. The whole of their produets are mono-
polized by ker at ra\es far below their market value. Her monopoly 4
is kept up with as mfich riger as possible, and the least infringement:?
of it is punished wit] all the severicy which her position as an uncon”y
trolled sovereign ¢fn give her. In addition to-this monopoly thci
Fees have t0/
ve paid for liberty to act as pilots to Arabian 8% :
other vessels, for the privilege of wearing PO

. : ents
somal ortaments, &e. - All local appointm
: L, e

A
But the people,
any thing but -

Tids Mr. Robinson’s
176 to
182, and para. 200,

ol , . .
*he aio}(}, and; the buyer has to recover his purchuse money

-,

\J . b3

support himself (for the puy is almost newionl
_ in the best way he can. Other grievances, one
giust of which is the mode by which the people are hinde the
bond-credit; rs,;qif the Beebes in her double capacity of merchant and
Paras 103‘"1;;0 sofereign, aro detailed by Mr. Robinson, who
e . B5hows, as I believe, with ail truth, that all the
evils of unchecked native mismanagement with regard to fiscal arrange-
ments are seen in these islands in full play. But still worse remaing.
The judicial system is equally bad with the fiscal, with which indeed it
is closely allied. Justice is administered by parties of listle weight or
character, whose chief aima seems to be to turn their power and the
people’s fuults- to profib.  Almost every sort of
crime has to be ligaidated by the payraent of a
fine, which goes into the cuffers of the Beebee or the local officers,
according to its greater. or smaller amount.

}\ £ '
- Hpfaz 199 ta 205,

NN,

Parasg, 2038 to 211,

- The Beebee, on being called on by moe some time ago to report how
serious crimes were dealt with in her islands, insisted that none szl
had ever been committed, an assertion which, as relating to o pc
tion of many thousands of people’ who, however primitive, hay -
sufficicnt intercourse with the world to kuow iis vices, was evic.
very improbable, and one that at all events could not be relied :.:
security for the futurer - )

The Besbee’s attempt to repress inguiry was natural enough, whatevor

may be said of its wislem.

From Joint Magistrate, dated 6th October 1847,

U e e oh e T g Her preceedings in her judi-
= o. 12th do. ~ do.  cial capacity cannot alwaye

vd. Asst. Magistrate, d
do. do. 24th January 1848,
int Magistrabe, do. 27th - do. do.

bear examination. 1 enclose

do . do.  1st Febru; - T orla g :
o o Mk et By some Fnglgh papers which
do. do. &k do. do. Will show %t }eer punish-

: - . : © ments ave fit times of an
outrageously arbitrary nature. It will be seen that in a case whero
soms parties were found guilty of Laving stolen #ume rice in u time of
scarcity from: her island stores, the “ministers of justice were sent to
confiscate the whole of the property belon gingto Jlie Aelingnents’ house,
8 Process ‘{Vhif’h was carried out with such™for e and bratality” ea.tg -
render it doubtful whether one or more vaoffending parties, who
happened to be in the devoted house, had not 1ad their lives shortened
by the indignity and violenee to which they were subjested.  This
: instance, it will ke obsersed from Me. Robinsod's
report, is not & singulsd one. . This peculiavly -
eastern mode of confiscation has a local and¥ixed desiguation in the

Literally plandering.  islands {l’fm.,'m,:h:: )

. Para. 210. -

o3



The whole system, both fiscal and jndicial, is no doubt ytterly fftli.bf!
~and calls londly for Government iuferference, -Matters indeed Yfre
» , come Go such a pass that some interfe‘r'ﬁ'im‘v P
13 2‘2:(??;"2;;1 Tobie. inevitable. 'The islanders in gram“z'ul hf\w},ﬂ{om‘
'EBI_H}M myselfto remain thorov -‘uly discentented with t‘@ Be’
Eiifgm,f"}’hf ul.),x\]:%w‘ and nothing but vhe mixed femmg ,
f(’;;i';n‘;if;t"“ raso By fenr which ’rhfv bear towards the Pnlmh (am'orn-
ment prcvemw ther from at once npe\n}" throwing
off her yoke. As it is, her authority is evaded and her rights infringed
in every way ‘r‘m‘. curmmf,r and obstinacy can invent. Much of the
island products is sold surreptitiously, and much is kept by them in
their hores, in place of being brought over to be delivered to the
Beebee at her roinously low vunnopolﬁ,' prices. g ’ '
The Beebee, who plumes horself greatly on her position as a sover-
eign of thesé pebty isles, is extremely indignant vwith her contuma-
* cious subjects, and wishes the Goverument to aid h—:} with the strong
hand in recovering her power. . This, as J have expl lained to ber, i3, 1
am couvinced, & vain expectation. She had fnuch better, I have ven-
" tured to hint, {ake into consideration t‘w desirablencas of offering to
. give up these islands in exchango for some fair equivalent. - But this
.iden her pride will not sllow her to entertain for a moment, and I have
" not pressed a matter which, of course, can only be determined by
- (Fovernment. S . ,
© Bub my firm impregsion is that bhero is no other Way in which the
affair can be satisfactorily sottled, The Beebee, whatever her promide%
and fatentions may be at present, and, under a feeling of the insecurity
of her posjtion, she wXpresses, though in a very vaguo manner, her
regolution to redress sll ,Lnevapcw ;md make the people qmte happ,,
. &annot be trasted to give the 1s]anf&rs auch liberal terms as ard ja'o
and reasonable, ﬁhu has not the means of furnishing them with--o
proper judjcial fixecutive. Her police system must, I think, be
thoroughly charved and the fiscal system can hardly: exist without
its aid. . .
7. The Government will see, bv a refe-rence to pa‘st Tes ords, that the
Vide Appendix ta Mr. anomalons and miserable condition of the Beebee's
Bobiuson's repert, #n gubjects attracted such notice 53 years ago that
. gs::f‘ft,,_\uf p:ul;l ;napli: it was resolved by the Governor-Genoral in Coun-
286 to 247 cil and the Court of Directors thas they should be
sot free from ber oppressions, Moro important mattors seem to have
thrust the subject out of notice, and the liberal intentions of the
Stipreme Governmertend Court were in time Jost sight of.
8. At the lapse of 53 years the nced of Government interposibion
seems still more reqmqt@ than it wes then, and I would "emp(ct’uﬂ‘v

&Fe

", * The Boobeo's olaim az n private land. B
v wner would not be affested by the skange Beebee, as  Sover ﬁ.?n * pays s

. , - N ) - " s
The details of the measure can be settled afterwards. I s~

great difficuliies at present.

o ﬂ}uem She wonld stand in this res- i

- pact i +.fhy same footing as she does with 10,000 rupees a year as the half of
ii”:’:i:" Dot consl k(g fimancr f)af‘fifltéf' ber net profits from the. islands.
ments for Ieusing hevr private grounds, and A]l we Qhﬂuld hFWL to do then,

merely pay a.sxhare of herreat to Govern.
meM“SPa ik, g so far"as the mouney pari is .con-

$ It is probable’ (and patural) that the cerned, would be to relinquish this
Beehoe will claim some diminution of this
tribote in consideration of the beavy losses demand_]— &ud allow  her 10 000

oxperienced intwo of ber finest islandy— rupee fs 4
Androtand Kalpenni—Dbylastyear’s storm. pees . more, We tdk“lg i ex-

. Inthis case the money nnangement may change for this 20,000 rupees such

b i .
e modified accordingly. revenue as the islands, under a fair

Asystem, could pvoduco No better system.could be introdnced than

that which at present is found to work so well in the sister-islands
attached to Canara, a summary memorandum regarding thch will be
found in one of Mr.- Robinson’s s Appendices.

9. Mr. Robinson i 15 of opinion that the loss in money to eur Govern-
Piros. 238 snd 234, " ment from this mrﬁngemenb would be inconsider-
able, if any, even in the present depressed

“state of the islands, and eventualiy. it is most probable we should bg'

gainers. Bub his and my recommendations are based, and will no
doubt be weighed, on higher considerations than those of mere revenue

- —on considerations which affect the welfare of a considerable body of

industrious, tmud, and buﬂermg pecple.

T have the hunor to be,
Siy, ¢
Your most obedient Servant,
H. V CoxNoLLYy, -

wdleclor,




Heap Assistant Couneeron’s Orriee, |
- Parenant, 196 Moy 1§48, -
From - o

W. ROBINSON, Esc., ,

o ) Head. dssistant Qollector of Molabar,

To i ' oY .

H. V. CONOLLY, Fsq., , o
' Cf'olllezci-or of Malabar.

[y

81z,

I mave the honor to lay before you the result of the observations

Reporh. and inquiries into the state of the Liaccadive group,
» which I was enebled to, make during my late

tour round these islands. j Lo -
2, Having on a former occasion reported on that portion of the
Confined to. Cunpa. Sroup which is attached te the district of Canavs, !
nore Islands. I will confine myself generally to the description
of the islands still under tho Beebee of Cannanore. o ),
«*8, My attention was particularly dirccted to the observation of the®
general features and characteristics of the grosp,
and the appearance, formation, size, &e,  of the-
islands which T propose to describe separately. P

* 4, Their natural and vegetable productions of economical or commer-
- cial value were carefully inguired into,and iceurate
Frofpots. . returns formed of the extent of their staplr—the ’
cocoanut tree. I secured, also, carefully-formed returns of the popula- |
tion, &c., of the several islands. Up to this timo no statistical infor- |
ination about them had been obtained. L
- 5. 1 directed as mauch attention as the nature of

Subjeots.
Natural foatares.

my special dﬁ?y i

. N £ would admit of, toan inquiry into the gemeraiy
History of 3o {1 history of the group, both prior and anbsequent’f

t6 their connexidn with the Beebee of Cannanore ; for it illustrates thod
origin of the fiscal system now obtaining, and the natare of the RdJah’Sv
claims on the people and soil.  This sketch shows, with reference to;
their complaints, the cause of the hereditary and' deep-rooted bitter:
feeling with which the islanders under the Beebeo of Cannanore now.
contemplate their depressed and deteriorated condition, their past;
sacrifices, and, what they consider, the continued aggression of the:
3o tho caute of their non-participation in the liberties-

Pandaram ; and al
of their ancestors,
{ho éoast and on the adjacent islands of their own group. ;

6. To this head belongs the accident which separated politically:
the northern and sonthern divisions of the group—,

a separation which still co

Separation - of  the
Ameny Islands,

and the freedom enjoyed by other British subjects on;‘i

7
A ‘ : - “ AT

v 7 ;_pa,id particular attention to the existing fiscal arrangements ofd
their effect on the ariicles of COmTOErco apddidns-
. try of people; as well as to the ddinisdf their
management, which are so imperiant £o the prosperity of the people, and
‘orm a prominent fenture in the catalogue of griovances now urged by
hem. A very rough cstimate only cun be formed of the probab'{e
revenue realized fggra the islanders at different periods. ‘?‘

8'. As all the redources of the islands are fetbered by fiseal arrange-

. - ments, trade scarcely exists as a separato head of
< inguivy.  Smuggling of prehibibed articles even
n Hmited. ~ In the mapufacture and export of s coarse
hese istands enjoy freedom. The effect of this will ba
Cead, o T
ly of the -supply of salt and tobaces was intro-
o ducc:d by the Rajah in imitation of fisch] arrange- -
| i:;zz?tzzixstzx:;qust. ~ The iaﬁ;te‘r, ab Ieasfj, is .kep}t

Fisoal gystom.

Trede,
18 probably be
aggery only do
witiced under th

9. The mbnep

.Monopoly of t*- -
iy af tobacoeo.

(fiained ; ber of th : Aministrati
ain -the character of the general administration and
adsinisira. local government in the separate jslands, also the -

CGEntral

S g .- establishmonts mpimisined: s ¥ .
blishments maintained, and the steps takcnand

zpease invwred to rendér the institution cfficient. T was alvo enabled

And feclizg of the U0 form an opinion of the state of fecling through- - -

antila, N , ; Py - L N
we out the group towards the Beebeo’s administra

. . 2 . o i SLIRe
. tion. T I

» roral formations: c«?nst_ituting the Luccadive group occupy a-;
Gouoraldeseription, - gpace stretching from 10° to 192° I@'orthiLaﬁit#ﬁo ‘
;:.'tn\'m c_,f ihe group, and fro‘m .{;: to 74° 30 East, Longitude, Th(;
- grov ‘ ; iles | :
:id between the mosﬁia:stlep;l lsa udoutet?-o m fles from north to couth, .
ad, Ve sterly n) W?‘L vly islands, upwards of 100 miles
= : b.road ; the most nrtharly forma-
tions being the opep and®anger-
ous reef of Belyaphhy, the mosn
4 Chaties. : - southerly the islends of Kalpenni
& Kiitan. - Inhabited  iglands and Subely » Jying nearly on the.
g,‘ ii;jc?n,;?g. attacted'to Canara. * game line of Intitude, hut 90 or 7
8. }éf?:_:mm njith ' %E()O_ miles apart. 1t iy character--
”{ir\;:aram.: _datie of this gronp that the shoals
g; ;‘:::vr:?:v gencradly lie at considerable dig-
1. Kalpepui. - ~tances from cach other—seldom
’ indecd less than t*«véﬁt.y o thicty
miles apart—and thus the smail
number of repfi and islands shown
in the margin covers » very large
- apace. ‘

117

1. Belyapanys o ]
2. Cheriapany. } penrreefs. ,
- An extensive reef with
2, Bstraper. { an uninhabitable
. island ; no waser,

J

Islands belouging to the

N
. .o fAun ¢ extensivs
2. Baboly. reef with two
- -4 zmeilidlands,

1

sbwe of Cannanoro.

3. Punala Para 1 .
and . Open reofs,
4. Barny. } -
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i
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lb, Bemv‘een the recﬂ; the sea iz.desp and :lear, On the Ba rny
even there are few spots where soundings fall short of 8 to 12 fathoms)

14. Thé peculiarity of these recfs, with one or .- 10 e\um“huus, is the]r
Logoou and sheal  AbTupt rise quite to the s surfaf ® ship formaiion uf
water. & natursl breakwater, and encldburs of a AWou,
of & grester or lesg size, within which the water is [itill in the wost
boisterous weather at sea. . The currents are sxceedis

_ C iy treacherous,;
particulacly to the southws .vd s . :

: - i o

15. The chief productiona of the shoal water are hln turtle, cowries)}

Their products. and holothuria. The supply of A
Tigh. -

: depends mmx“y~
on the extent of shoal water ntnom each igland.
Tta quaLw iz indiff ﬂ'cmt fitted only for loeal consu “wu.m \qm? 13 -mi .sad
} dried for G‘T‘Il‘ﬂ‘ru on the Luw.mwo mmm) pm)pﬂr
}ﬁo’"por.\e, and tha J.ue desn of tuuse is emen, hc o[ub én ::‘n;ﬂ{‘
in their boats, and th fius of the latter are exported.-in varicus r[ugmti';"‘“
ties from all the islands, The shark is met more ﬁ‘qunub]y to the/
northward ; the smaller species are very numerous, bat not fine.

(’

18. The turtle frequents the sho als-—the greem turtle rmur-r‘m).,n

Tortoise. ‘ - considerable numbers ; but the tortoiss (amwah) is

Tida Noto 1. rarer. The former is mmmble for its fat, the
latter {or its shell,

17. Cowrics are ”ather d on all the shoals of the group. They are

- f washed up and cling to tho stones, from whith
Cowries. ‘

¢ - they ave gathered once a month during the néap. .
tides. Qe iglands remuining to the Becbee have by fcx’" the best
T . COWry b:ml s, and bub for fiséal restrictions and *

id te 3.
Vide Note 2 unremunerative prices paid to the collectors would /

annnally prodnce many candies.

18. Of the holothuria, from which the Biche-de- ’\ler of commerceo i~z
made, there ave several specices ; one of which only
) and that the ravest, is worth mauufacturing fc»r’
the Chinese market. In some of the* islanda it is more plent1tu{-§
than in others, acco rding to the extent of »houl%
- W'-‘-t:t'zr. ‘ . ' :
"“‘méergﬁﬂf ; ': . Ambergris is cccasionally met wish. | s
Fide Note 4. i : L
- ¢ 20. Coral is mot an articlo of trade, and chanks:
do not engage much attentior -

i

4
%
H
i

Holothuria. -~

Fide Nota 8,

Coral aod Chanks.

© goil

4
- 8
e . " TR
& 21§V Le islands gf‘ncmlly Lie round the east &e of the shoal, aud
L 38 .
Gons; " evaiggion  VOTY from one to three miles in length, "brs none
©f the syiatuis. “Qx excecds one mile in bLreadth. ‘ineir Jovel is

Fuetent, lovel, ande

low, no part esc veding a few ‘fect above high-
yide Heie 5. . \ﬁa\er mark ; their appearance is thab of a sand
bank. -~ The soil is ligkst-coral sand and naturally barven.

29. A few foolplitheath the surface is a substratum of eoral which
i stretches over the wholeisland. It varies in thick-

ness, but apparently averages about one foub

Sobstralome or erast
P )

. and a half; within this crust is contained loose, woeb sand and fresh

water, Wells and tunks are fovmed by L,ut-mg
Wells and frosh water- fhro'lg h this coral covering and removing the
eand, when the fresh water at once accumulates. ‘
23. In most of theislands a greater or less extent of this ‘-ubsératmg
Totamn or artifcial  0as been quarricd out, and the damp snbsoil of :’sagd
gerden fzad. Taid open—which is termed totam-or.gar den. In
i’hg} islunds of A_mehy, Androt, Kowraty, and Kalpenni the totam is of
.considerable extent, and must hive cost greab and continuous exertion.
Tradition att 1‘0:1&-4% the tolam to the earliest settlers, who arc belicvc-d
by the people, judging from their work, to have been above the ordi-
-pary stature.. -
?:e The lenst 1crmle are the northern and western islands, and the
‘coastward islands are decidedly the dampest

iMerenee of climate ’
Fje) and finest; thiese are Kalpenni, Andreoi, and

wnd soil

Fily Note &, - [ ﬂtan. :
25, The staple ¥ getable” pro oduction of the islands is the cocogtiut
Vepetable ;)I’Oum,hom tkee, which grows well in every part. The‘totam
Coconnu. 13 generailv reserved for coarse gmin——quc‘l 48
Of the artificial wden .
jand. rageheo (a little paddy has-been tried in Androt) ),

pulse, bana xn, va,m, and V“'('C.‘x".bl\m. The avekatres sedns also to Lheive
' therein. In most of the islands the b®ead-fruit
tree grows laxuriantly; ~and in 65
i .o+ L tree also.
26. bmverbal local tradision points to the times of anarchy and
confusion on the coast which followed the grea of
“heruman Permal, alout 1,000% yenrs ago, as tho
time when thé pmnup&l islands of this ‘group began to Lo occupied.
.-~ - The carlier and partial vecapation is attributed to
o accxdvnb but considerublé voluntary immia’:mbion
has qlsn takon ;‘hc , especially of the lower classes from the coas
27. The islands supposed to have been first peopled from tue coafa.t
Four ~ principal - or WET® Ameny, Kaipenni, and Androt, and proba-
Tarawart Islands. © - biy Kowraty also. The yrincipal inhabitants of

. _._..‘-ﬂ._...k U S P

‘Bread-frui tree. £ the lime

History.
- Wirst-oceapation.

#M._lauar Jmnt Cumr.u:m ners’ Ropfur paragraph 3.

. ?~)
'



‘:3 .
these four islands claim high caste Hindu anc e‘ztx’y——-l\ams ang? e@
- Kamboodries. The Jower cl ;sps.,__ﬂ‘., ,»j"" an
’&Tmhwarﬂ-—-irmn whom the s m:v ¢ Bte ar
desce an'Jd-——bM des settling on the larger mlml*ds as servanfs of th
better classes, further pfsopled exelusivcly th
maller islands of Chetlali Kiltan, awi -Agaty
which are to this day Melachery Islands. The ¥.gient inhabitants c
these three islands probably recognized subjection to 4 thoded f&meuy
28. The early polity of the group scems to have been exceedingl
Group originally inde. simple. The islands, were aoll independent o
pondent. - each other as to mtem.d management.  Amen
Vide Noto 9, scems to have enjoyed some priorily (withou
Pﬂ‘z;ii.mub a mnative anthority) over the whole group, but there neve:
, was, as now in the Maldive group, » native prinee
29. The'internal management was patriarchal, ard eonducted by;
til_iil;i:t{:‘?:wcgiﬁlifiifill‘éh- ifodalal (chief inhabitant).and the heads of the
Apparenily mo taz- [rincipal families. In Amenya kind of counci
ation, of four families secms to bave existed. Thesc
little communities appear to havo been subject to no compulsory tas
in those early times,
30. This kind of internal economy seems to havc lagtod until the
Which polity lastedtill ¢ommencement of their connexion with native
© thesixteanth sentury. princes on the coast, about 350 years ago.

Velachery 1'51&.\1&3.

Vide Note 8,

31. The conversion of the inhabitants to the Islam.took place about

Conversion, 600 years ago. Their manners, religion, rules of
m};‘]‘““m’“ﬂ areMopil  dogcent, &o., are now precisely those of the Coust
“Yide Noto 10. Mopillah.. There is no Hindn on the group.

s~ 32. The traditions of the islanders shows that even during the early
centurics their ancestors carried on an. active
trade with tho coast of India and the more distant
harbcurs (i.()lutch and Arabia. The people believe that the seas were
not then so infested by pirates as they subsequently hecame.
#" 33, The commencement of the connexion of the Laccadives with the
Comfmencement  of Totive princes of tho const is apparently involved
connexion with the in a good deal of obscurity and intrigue. But 1(;
princos of the coast. certainly was contemporary with, and seemws to
bave been in some manner connected with, the first sppearance of ‘the
Portugnese on these coasts. The Portngueso found
“the group in a state of independence, and certainly
made a settlemeont on the ]Sland of Ameny. Mow far they extended
Their power over the ofher islands I could mot trace; but they were
shortly exterminated through the intrigues of the
Rajah of Cherikul, on whom the group then

became dependent, probably about 1545—350. , o

Ea-rlv tradition.

Vide Noto 11,

Rajah of lerjkul.

on the

1 {

431 \\“L“ Cherikul Rajah afterwards conferred the group in }-_‘hxrp

Co . with $he title of Rajah, on the head of the Mopillah
e ia Usnnanore, the stipulated peshkush being

by thenapaofChorikul g 400 fanama a year, I could not fix the date
" Peshkug, +7 oV the grant. The Cannanore family is desconded
-Fide Nuto 12 from a convertad fisher race.

35. Tlns tmbuto was paid, it is said, by six Rajahs of the-house of
Crnmsnoro ¥ family Cannanore, or till the middle of the eighteenth
bocomses  independent century ; when advantage was taken of the gradnal
end witkholda tribete.  giomemberment of the Cherikul principality to
-ender themselves independent, and the former feudatory became the
mvetemte encmy of the Cherikal family, whose downfall was completed
by the invasion of North Malabar by Hyder, M. 8. 941 (17 Gambb), at
thig solicitation of the Rajah of Cannanore. - .
" 86. T could not trace’ the existence of any taxation en the islunds
' Fisond tazation, free While still inde pendent and managed by their
from. , own Modalal {chief inhabitant). Puring the early
perio& of their connexion with the Rajal of Cannenors, the hesdmen of
the iclands were made use of in the internal adminisbration, but no
fixed or settled revenue or land tax wus exacted.
du{?“j; tte: n;,lw e:f,ftrf An export duty (Sunkum)on coir,and subsequently
wﬂp@cme}y» mpﬂsed by g like duty on the rvice imported for home con~
Damnanore Baja sumption, was, however, soon fixed and formed the
earhest subsidy levied on the people. These custom duties varied from
six per cent. to- ten per cent. of the arficle itself on whigh they weye
charged, The latter rate was at last fixed, :u:d 18 that at which bha

Sunkum or tre wat dutv now stands. .

37. Arbitrary contributions for exiraordinary exigencies were ocea-
sionally called for: and a considerdhle casual but

hor sources of . N
Farther constant revenne mwust have flowed in t"vm the

revenue,
Extraordinary contri- nazeranaks exacted on appointment of Sizees, and
bution.
TFiscal Nazeranahs. for granting aundiences, conferring local titles,
Eucheats. licenses to wear jewels and other local distinctions;
Royames. . N

also from fees on the launch of boats; from fines,
confiscations and escheats ; from wrecks and various other royalties .

‘which were gradnally assumed in imitation of those enioyed by the

.

mjahq of the coast. Cowries, tortoise-shell, smbergris, &c., were
dso claimed ab a later period as royalties obtafnied from the sca, the
.eoplo being paid cooly hire unly for fishing ther. These royalties still
ht&xn i :

{ 38. Impc.rtant profits must likewise bave accrued from the trade of
the prince and capitalist’ with his subjects on
author'tatlvc though nominally equal, feoting—

Y

{ Trada of the Rajah.
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s relation in ‘which they early stood towards each other; and pffsih/®

with mutual advantage, while the seas wero infested by piratesg’ This

brade puved the way for introducing exclusive frade ; in, and mon opolv

of, all the valuable production of the group. - So late, however,
IR

Geversl trads wnfet- TIddle of the
torad,

r, a8 tho.
tury: trade was unfettered, ;
and was ('m'nrd on with Surat, Museas and other:

st cen

H

- havbeurs. The Laccadives seem then to have becn, crigited by trading’
. [5:4
vessels from tho coast.  But this g long bﬁrﬂ‘ prohxhltﬂd

30, ¥o &ofenswe esta ;}ishmen- was maintain

ed, and the people secm,
Wo defensive eseab- 10 Rave bend betore, never resisted, the piratical!
; Bahmoat, mcursions by which tkey were frapuently visitc&?

R ) i
40. The Bajah at first possossed no private property on the slands f

7wy . * -
Royalty of waste 4+h€ right over unos upied lund, which i pov
conﬂdev' ed the jenm (feo simple) property of thiet
tufter the islands first hecame

conn ! 1v'1t.1 iuu (,amlf;r_ure house.  This assumption only extendod
to the waste on each of the ugtually inbebited islands. The uninhabited
! N ot

reefs of Suhely, Bings LI‘dDh &e.; were assumed at a later period. :

z;.i Bamaly Rajah succeeded his unele in M., 913 (A.D, 1738}, and,
Power at its greatest l“lﬂf}l.l till LK. 953 (A-D- 177?”78) His iﬂtl‘igﬂ‘f‘i
;{qlim under Bamaly with Hyder Al and the suceess of his trade with
K - % his subjects und abroad, nuder the Vazeer Kx miré
Packy, raised the power aud weulth of the Cannanche fa amily ; and
ofnsion wag taken to enforce the s ‘LOLUPD‘V of .purchase of the pringi-,
pal products of the islands. The suthoritasive introduction of the (,01"
Who introduces mogo.  BIONOPOly ook place betefn MJK. 957 (AD.
" poly of evir trade. 1761-62} and 940 (17064-63), und appears to have:

meb with # “md deal ot oppuﬂtzou on the pm‘t of the people. T
S

42. Rowaliies, &e., wero enhunced and praser ved under severe ponal-lz
Gront oppression. ties ; aud, if the traditions of the people may be!
o : . relied on, ﬁler’ﬂl‘.’ s rule was marked by opp l’csmon,,
of which they épeak to this d ay with excpedmrr bitterness., It may be.
athersd thai exdusl ve trade was mtr@ luced a few years prior to t}_a
_reducuu;n of prices. - :

" ) P 1
43.- The ‘prices puid by the Rajuh were eventually fixed at the low:
- rate of 30 rupees per candy, paid in rice—less 20

Y'rica ty be paid for v
enir fized, dutios obtain-  PET conh. for export and import daties on m,r Ld

l'lttfg’ﬂg HWL“" da-  rice, and some othor deductions. :

44. Bamaly’s power was reduced by his bu'ug
deprived of the B)’lnaxgﬁ‘“ﬂcﬂﬁ of Cherikal in 1766-67, but heforo hif
déath his cempulsory system was in full operation on all the islands. !

H

PR

UG . ’ . B » Co : T oo N
Igm;'qq not Jeng before the introduction of the mouopoly ot corw
s which ib was enforced, gas
7 nof Ameny and the violence with 4..11 it was enforced, ;re
e ﬂ' Lllb L yma i . the
in 1784 : rise to the reheliion of 178 , which ended in the

the Northern hu:l* “Aaneny and vt%
1oss, to the Cannanore fammly, Jf the Northern is ¥

vide Note 13
dependencies. For the narrative of this, 3

u--

protection of

46, The ex::amp»\rfx’cpsl pee*\le sought and gaine ok
'lmpm—v’}xo aftor some Mna

5 ceepis the i
isl E;lr*;[‘;olt;l 1:194 ¥ “induoce them to veturn fo their a‘u giance, granted

z

ul ab

empts o

of the sermtn‘mra of the Rajah of ()wnkul

AJH. 1 Abamut 1217 (AD, 1787)
group have been ,}fﬂ@t}:.&liy wnder

an equivalent jaghire out
ander w sunnud dated A
time the difficrent portions of the g

Cinca ﬂlu"t

’ otk vabin
very d.aﬁe!-em sdministraticn.

47 'Ihﬂ Southern islandg, with the Beebee’s other posses wion ns, fall by -

B
: ' the storm and conqnest of Canmanore towards the
: ("'m_qncst of Canms- ) A

sore and the tervitories, latter end of 1791, into the poa‘smwm of the
1721 . Hgnora‘uls Company, aud were further ceded w ith
1mpoo s entire wpm‘d ez in Malabar by the peace of Seringapatain

mnl 19-“ The igland m" Amrmy and its dependen-

 {Jession ia 1792 sion of

cies continued in the undisturbed poss

. . ] C g pt R TI
Tippoo iil the mh of Seringupataw in 17759, Upder Tippoo an ame:10

Ameny under Tippoo rated form of the Q§L311an?z’e admiuist.mt%og wza-%

t,nﬂ,wn v mamtamed Since that time the Ameny Islands

ift regard to their fiscal and }udlcmi management, attached

to the district of Canara. ¥he internal manage-

o attacbed  t0, . “ment of the rest of the group is still in the h.mda
CP;;?' : .APPG"‘&‘X A of the Cannancre family. o , -

have been,

. 1 will now describe severally the Oxwut populatxon, &c., of the
. ¢ ihe different islands still under the of Canmanorn

ancmp LOm O B
islands pevorslly. “family ; reserving remarks on fiscyl and internal
arrangements, in regard to which they are all on tha sume footing, for

a later part of this*paper. ' ‘ _ .

49. The pmncnp.il and largest island of the group is Androt.. Ttis
et i, situated within 100 miles of the coast, and is nearcr
k‘:‘“d”’;‘i} - the shore thun sny other. It i3 the only formation
of ?ﬁ? group which has no lagoon, The shoal is extensive, but the water
ig deep and ths coral reef only rises to the surface
immediately round the island. Tish, cowries,
borboue and holothuria, the presence of whxr'h”depends on the extent
of shoal water, are therefore scarce. : -

50. The, length of the islund is about three mlleo, by one at its
greatest breadth. TIts shape is oval and regilar,
The superficial arca may thus be about 2} square
miles, or about 1,500 acres. Tke goneral level of the islandiis higher

“hoa] water deficient.

” Extent, ..



" of the Beebea of, Cannanore’s isiands.

.} K

th'm that of any other island of th( gmuf, and the quality oi Sits. m'ﬁ
appears to be above the avera age. .

51. The ifstam or artificial garden land; forme od by quarrying out
the =u bkt“sfnm of Hime stone, is conwlemblo
in this island ; bat its irreguiarity and the munber
of mounds into which the exe amteel rock: }mss heen piled,- render it
exceedingly difficult to ascertuin its precize extent. It is believed to
79 parshs  80W from 60 fo 80 parahs of ragghec and puhe
and may be nearly 100 scres of land. - Sowe
made to enliivaie a Hisle paddy in it, bat this

Paimated  produge  FEQUINes a lower level than the general p]'nn of -
sbous 700 moodabs of thig excavation. The soil of the fofam js dd]_xp ‘

Totam, *

Sowa abont
of send,

attempts Bave bern

rice,
but light and sandy, snd the people do not reckon -
the subsistence produced therein at more than equal to 700 moodahs

.
of gn in,

’52. The island is divided into four Cheri (or local divisions), and
seems to bave been very fully planted. Before tho
gale Androt was considered the most flourishing
"The employment by the Begbeo

Tmport: Lnt island.

‘of Cannanore of the members of scveral of the chief families of this

island in the internal managewent of the others, hfui given the e families
Lxceptlonal affincace and influence. . '

lhe island is one of those- wmr'h was Iaid waste by the gale of
April 1847, “Tt is now nearly a desert, but I was

Now waste. e
. an.an,_%_e@pagwdge of . what it bad been and what i&

-, . ,
is capable of again becomiry nnder good management.
54. The marginal statement shows the precise state of p opu]wmou’
Statement showing the Papula 1mnine 1mtnl hefore

,, the Nymber of Howses,
i bo April 1847, .

the siormn,—in - gll .
i i 3 A » - .
i | Doats. | 2bomt 2,600 inkabi. -

Androt

ot

Boats, 8¢, nf

Popuintion residing

s on the Istaud in | Doats
1 tho Telaud ; T . =
L April 147, tants. I)grmg the”
sdiserimingting the Lo bal = season of 1843 severo

Nama Boxes and separating | B 18 g . holer
. tho Children noder | 8 | & gl enolera pass od,
of the Cl or ’ y EARE 2 i
Tivimon. - == 25 ﬂlrou'u the Laeca-i
R RS = j
s |« 28 R Y dive group, and on!
R & 3] & ‘5 ’
, R =2 19 island 500 are:
St E 1= 8 18 o) BN i
Sz (£ & 12125787 bolieved to havedied.
: O A ] Thus its full comple- {
Machery o | 220l 310 | 217 19015 10 | 51 | “ment may De tak un%
ry w | 803 838§ 7% T 8 | 38

Chumnabory .| 198 195 | 101 492 | vai gl 7 |30 | b somewhaf short of |
Yeddeo...  ..! 136 176 | 197] 503} & 612 3,000 persons. ri
____________ W SRR, e ‘}
Total ... | 851,047 5808,576 | 10834} 31 152 | these less than. 900 |
| M T +and left

: e e - noW remain

.

id

50,000 Learing trees.

\.i. .')(;"»
L ‘ )
solf, tho island wd‘ not uppem the ‘nlf of this number for several

Wl

L

1 *

rgars to come.
5, Although nineteen-twenti (*i'ha of the pi&nlauion was lying prostrate

when 1 visited the

jaland, T was enabled,

3 the whols Plantation of dndrat va it
tood prioe fo April 1847,

Statement sha

T € R
Total No. of full. | esRabest 15 | Young | & by the fallen
rovar Mo, O Mk dn o cont, allowed | Trees to | < ) P S
sized Treescount-="p 'm0 o past e ia bmr~ . as il a8 flan Jm
ed I"Pm;z:g Al pearing and  fing in 210 B0is. | trees Wi!)h great care,
BLan 3 histak ' - = ;
, MMisiakes. dyers | | 4o form a sufficiently
Poarine Trews i exact return of the
Rearing Treos. i .
107,000 90,836 | - 7,554 | 18,763 cocoanut trees it con-
i tained.” The body of

tho island, which is the private property of the pecple, was very fnllv

Privato propersy wetl - planted.  But, although considerable exertions
pla.uted. :

s, . hadwvidently been made to form plumadcns on
the reserved Pandaram land {(former waste assumed in right of jenmom)
great waste of vuluable land was apparent iu the
ations of the Rajah,
In forming

Reserved land imper-
feotly so. - straggling slovenly plant

which would have been saved under a better systém.
returns from prostrate irees pomée arrangemonts wers necessary with
‘ ' regard to classification, which ‘are described -
_elewhers.  But the return shows that the grown
and bearing plantation of the island amounted to
from 85,000 to 90,000 trees, of which 65,000 to .

70,000 were the property of ’(he hl:mders, and about 20,000 belonged
. e 4

¥id: Note 14

Prohably 85,600 fo

to the Becbee. s

a6, The- Pandaram prm‘ertv consists chiefly of trees p!an.,e& appa-
rently within the lase
fifty year® on the re. -

: sumed  waste lacdaab
thf:riqzq Ofc ‘;‘ﬁ; yor cant. allowed Trees o either end of the island.
ed prostrate and fog;f;f; ,E:‘,;t f:g?,lbgz Pants. | The private property
standivg. = istakes. 4 years. of the people occupies
T V 7| the hest part of the
Bea";,;{”,;ﬁ?"”' 1,083 | 3351 island. About 12,000
- L trees were situated ab
the west end and 6,000
or, 7,000 to the east.
Two or three thousand
: werescattered through-
out the island, the result of confiscations ani
escheats. I propose going more into detail clse-
where on the system pursued in reference to the

Pandaram property.

Statement of the 7\’mrxbe* Trees on the Pandarany
Pmparv‘y of Amzw p icr to 1847,
v

Yess about 15| Yonng -

34,000

N.B.—] am inclined to beliova thers is much exaggern-

" tion in this retorn whick I hadvo pewer to check. The

plantstions are yoiung and cemparatively  indiffetont.
gg) 010 probably excceds the mmual number of bearing

trees.

" Pandaram or Ba,;ah’
plantation,

Vide Note 59. e
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57. The recent and unwiso redu(,txon of the prices paid, haq mm-l{
Production and trade, i0fIuenced the coir trade of this island, as of thﬁ
Coir manufaotare. others. It is confidently affirmed that the export!
of coir have greatly fallen off within the last tef
yeurs, and ceriainly the manufuctare of jaggery has 'l‘u"r?“iv incxea:wé
The exports of coir from this island, on the most '\urhumm m;ormemor
Expores shous 450 4 could obtain, have varied durn»g‘ the last fw£

Decreasing.

whndies. years from 8,000 to 10,000 maunds, or 400 t’
Rate per tree. ye oo . .

¥ mdies of colr, a rate which gives an awrwgg

of about 3} pouidds of coir per tree supposed to be in bearing, ;

P %

58. The export of cocoanuts from this island was largs when free p
 Qoccannt  esports  PUb it hag fallen off since the introduction of i ihd
fellen off. monopely of cocoanats in 1825. Prior to that]
peri riod they yexported five to eight lakhs of nuts to the coast ; since then
‘the expork has besn abri dged to the unwilling supply of one to throe lnkhs
of nuts to the Beebee's monopoly. I reserve further remarks on thisi
monopoly. Of all the Beebee’s islands this one has hitherto been thel
one best in hand, and where feast smuggling was carried on.
« 99, The snppiy of cowries is very limited from tho plysical causes;

ot

o g f

Cowries scarce; anna- NObiced in paragraph 49; four or five robbins™

‘elly balfa candy. (half a candy) are fished per annum. Their valoe |

has been within about 63 rupees per candy of eight robbins, for whlo}.‘
the people get 9 or 10 rapees paidinrice. Were the trade and colleguong
free, the quantity might, it is believed, be donbled.
Tortoisa, . 60. The tortoise also is "scarce,
T61. This island i3 peculiarly adapted to the growth of the Morind
‘ eifroi, which yields a scarlet dyo much ruz
on the islands and cosst.  The Ljucmntv produced’
Fiiz Kole 3§ is not D‘I*&ut EILJ ity market }lllu e has -declined

. but while it was valnable, Morinda cifron was
monopo] zed by the Beebee of Cannancre at about one-fourth of its value.

<

-
AN NN L i i

i:.:

Morinda Citron.

;-o.d

. Having reported fuily on the state of {hisisland as left by the harri.]
Precmu  siate ang Cane of Apeil 1847, T mercly sum up Ly observ-s
prospocts. ing thet the destruction of pwpertv and fvrccki
of sovisty iy corr 14 ate, and the sbock is one which will not be Tecovere ed
from for years. Of a population of 2,500, aboub

00 are left on the isiand. Discase and fumme
2 200 and 300 persons, and the remainder, io th

- 1
TPopalistion.

e
H

had dostroyed botw
nmxbez- of 1,000 4o 1,200, have dispersed themselves over the coust an:i
ds, wheve they ere livivg in penury and dependency.  Some)

. j

will return gradually, but many w lﬂ ere tho Ssland can supporﬁ them,]

=
e UL

ether islan
have formed connexions and cumu.en--m new courscs of life, which!
will wenn them {rom their homes.  Those who remain are suci pxm‘ne-"g

ord a3 have much s sialke,  Those did not beleng to the workings
U :3

'%N fhe xsiand of K:n?;

Y ;.\t

RE R

EE

: -

c?as.-;e"-' but they will now have to cuitivate for themselves in conse.
quence of the loss of G;‘ue Melachery  class, most of whom have been
forced to emigrate. . ) ) ) o
63. The plantation has been swept away, and of 90,000 to 100,000
full-grown trees not above 7,000 to 8000 will
survive, and these are ab prﬂsant in an uppromis~

nials

ing state.. Tho houses and mosques must go to ruin for wanb of thateh

jantaticn.

" and the people arc maturally d_zﬁpmmg of ihe hoats, for which t.}.ﬂre '

can be little empluvmcm. for yesrs. Thero is little or no capital among

the islanders, and the recovery of the 1=km£i must depend on the sssist-
ance which may be afforded.

64. The island of Kalpvm lies 45 miles due south from Androt, and

e is the mest southerly inhabited island of the

e TLaccadive group. The leeward pozition of thiz

‘\Eam

- jsland diminishes its inter-communication with the others of the group,

Androt excepred ; but brings if, at the same time, moro into contach
with the people of Minacoy, whose boats generally sight th‘} island ont
their way from the coast southward. :

65. The Kalpeni coral shoal presents all the characteristic featureg
of these formations very markedly. The shoal is
of considersble exient—eight milcs long by three
or four broad. It rises abruptly to the surface round the whole outer
edge, forming s well- defined and regular breakwater, and encloses &
légoon of great extem: and soveral fathomq deep in parts. The entrance
is good. The great extent of shoal water harbours
abundance of fish and cowries; turtle andholot‘s_,gm

. are plentifal. o

£6. The island of }ra.alpcm consists of a long str;gg]ing group of
four islands. The main island of yhich only is
inkabited, the other tlree being small rocky islands
separated by narrow inlets. The greater part of its length (about five

miles) consists of a parrow strip of land not 300

‘yards broad, but the south end of the main island

bulges out into an oval shape, where only i6 is inhabited. The length

of this part is sbout one mile by 1,200 feet at the greatest breadth;
and T should reckon the superﬁmai ares of the inhabited part at 500 or

600 acres.

67. The excavations have been eonsxdcmble i&tlns islsnd also, and

Shoal sxtensive. -

Fish, &c., plenty.

Islsnd described,

Vide Note 15,

Dotam ) the Totam land has been formed for sowing cosrse
Sows 40 parrabe of grain to the extent, it is supposed, of forty“
seed. parrahs seed-area. -

68. The Ievel of Kalpeni is very low; and the natural thty of tho
"~ soil in the body of the island¥s decidedly of BupeZ"
rior’ fertility. , The fellen cocoanut tree trunks
ich I examined were finer and thicker thanI met with anywhere, and

General éoil fine,
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s rank vegetation is now springitg up over the islind which i not scen
elsewhere. In every part of the island the bread-fruit tree thrives ; and
in the fotam, besides the coarse grain, the banana and areca-nut tree
" grow'admirably,
» 69, When I visited this island it was ina state of perfect desolation ;

Tnquiries iuto po- Put {made carcful inquiries as to the sta te of its
pulation and plantation.  former population .md plantation,

70. The marginal statement shows the population as it stood prior
to April last. The
choleraof 1845 did not
reach this island, so

Sz‘a!mmt showing the Papufe’z”'on Number, of Houses,
§a., of Halpeni prior to April 1847, '

I3 E‘ 3
. . Popalation residing ou the ¢ ] that the population
Island in April 1847, discrizd- | 2t was then at its fullest
Nome of the | nating the Cmi.ires under 2 | [T I ] v
Chort or years of Age. % || complement, The
Divigion. : & || principal inhabitant
- Maleos.[Fomales. gg: Total.{ § 15| of Kalpeni claim good
A =1 caste Hindu ancestry
Kicherry  ...| 59 106 73 | 2381 g5l of andproud thereof; bub
.t;&'idakacheay... 128 188 153 477 | 116/10 _{ ith 1
Meckery  T,..| 168 219 166 | 533 | 83| 5 thoy Aare, W;w%'.t'}%e po-
Tekkackery .| 92 162 120 | 374 | s210 pulation of this l'ﬂanﬁ'
Total...| 438 | 675 | tiz |1,080 | sssje| Semerally, decidedly’
below the average’ of!

thie Laccadive peoplef
in point of industry, and are Iocked on by bhe 1nhab1tanu of the group
Popu!atwm a3 indifferent c'u{txvators and bad sailors and;
Poapls comparatively boatwrights.  Preperty is littlo diffused '!mungst
bao e
Y - the people, the ,vught of individnal families ig
grent, and probably on no island dees the Pandsram inflnence sit’
be avier.  The poorer classes were ill off, and many looked rather to’
O”Gupﬂtmnq on the coast than to bome resonrces for subsistence

Planiation,
cyclone.

71. The statemcnt in the marginis a return of the cocoanut plantation
of the main island as

Btatement showing ‘ﬁe whols Pleniation of Kalpeni
~ scertained by count-

as 44 stood 1 prior fo April 1847,

boeen secn in is Iﬂﬂde b.y} a‘llowing

N.R-—8ame ofthose tra s whi"‘:, bad t!
fire, wonld bavo Loen rrickonsd *f youmg
donbt ipo the gt column;-fakon ot "',,51) i
aboul $3,000 bearing trece for 1o 2ad mlwn.

upnproductive - tree

fifiecn per cent. for ;

and accumulation of property, even befor’a the

a

P ing the prosimate |
'I’oy al Nitmber of amLm;)gf %%I E E:n trecs. No classifica- ,;
rod” fg‘}c,h T_V:‘Ej‘ E'? tion conld be made’
E% | 521 of  tho - witherod .

slaading RE s trunks, but an appro-

H ) appro

T - T zimation to the nume

105,500 868 195M L pop of bearing frees

and mistakes in ceuntir;g_ Aw Lich in-go ferd
ance., The productive pla
90,000 irecs.
rarden property on this island consists of the
Pandaram or Rajah's outs.kn'ta of the main island and the small and
property: junﬂ‘lyiciaﬁdq adjacent to it. In short, theleavings
of a population which, at the time of the resumption, was ot equal to the
ocenpation. of the less fertile and pmdnctﬂ*a parts of the ;: and. Tha
broad and inhabited part of
enforcement of Pandaram GM fo aste }:m( 5. Defore !
Pandaram property consisted of a narrow slip of land to t & nor
which had remained nucultivat ed; and a wall had becn thrown
it, bounding the people’s pluntation as it formerly shood, LiCWund, which
all was ro""oued D:mdamm land ; abount 30,000 trecs are supboeed to
Lave stood thereon. Other on zs.@rh’ had been sppropriated and planted, -
end scme properties consisting buth of trees and fofaw land ha‘?e

cscheated to, or been confiscated by, the Hajah from time to tim
‘b“oudhout the island. \

"72 The Tandaram g

et ked

73. Exports of coir from this island have varied from 5,000 to 8,000
maunds, or 250 to 300 candies (of 640 lbs) per
annurn, and ave said never to have exceedod this
[ndged, though precisely en the footing of the other islands,
“and equally ;nﬁacnwd by the reduction 0f pmceﬂ
patd for coir, the lazy.islanders have

Produes snd t*a.ua.
ou *mtlt y.

Coir quantity small.

to evade the pressure of the menopoly, and the vinda /5
he same footing as elsewhere. Dul t3%F-¥uve c-:a&.c&
in some measurs the cocoanat mor unmv, ‘mﬂ t’)

hae not gained the sa

Cocennny snzyglivg smuggling was on the ‘nerease t

‘umacem over whom the Besbec has practically n
their boats off the island, and the whale Surgﬂts nuts aro sm.agg?ésd off
with the connivance of the principal people and Beclne’s s :
these active traders, who cavey them to Coylon and elsewhere.  In conse.
quchce of the main traffic in nuts being clandestine, I found it impossi-
ble to fix sn annual average export of this naturally very fluctuating
eommodity, bub my belief is that several lolhs Were | shipped away in
this manper sunually before the cyclone.

e
74. The greab extent of shoal water and: the number of 1nwts and
sheliered channels which exist about this island

Cowry ﬁsm‘_‘ics' render its cowry. fisherics peculiarly valuable.”
They h'avefnéver been known to produce léss than four candies per
: ) ; annum, and. e‘\rcn ak the *wc:mm. remuneration,
. Valuable, averag % gandiss of cowrles. 1bissop-




iﬁf‘)é i

pos sed that, if properly fished, not 'less thin twelve fo fonrteen tan dms .
might be obtained. The r'¢v¢( tue from this head m ay fluctuate between ;

250 to 500 rupess per annum.

crtoise are !;.1&@31 anually; the pmf‘ 8 on the

¢ still thab of Kowri-t" fino, especially dow:

(.’#

.'Ca

14,
-

abes of Cag“axmm are lavere, 7l

and along the eastern exposuares.

r
ko

;]
pAfH

Y

78. Some extent of artificial garden land exists; butb not being very

| “totamo—prtificial gar- p.rjodlmt'!fe r suited to t}m banans, it tag of lata

o~ en land. : years been generally planted out with coconnut
2op

'

-
xgﬂﬂ THIL |_14 “il

5 Seh was tha former gl
- T8, Buch was tho former ; frass. T lo of Kowrate have 1has their
by the Lurricane more y than even . Planted out. traes. o he people of Kowraty have tlras eust bheir
o . \ : v a] Lo o »tha
Andret, The soa wa stc& over ihe ishand. sod : . all on their cocoannt piantation. And, oxe opting the
- . ey aratively in Acant £ frnit and Hme tree:
the storm-wava earvied awsy lhe vory soil of the "‘va“*Ml tively insignificant P‘( ducts of bread-frait and lme tree:
<y h+4 Ay n wi o o R S DS N
800 irhabitants, 260 were washed awsy and cocosnub is the only produch of economical worth grown on the islagd ;
? foa s i Y - {hereol ia 1} 4 ot aenre of thn ]
izkt, 1060 to 150 } ve died of famine and diseass, the return thergof1s th erefo complete messure of the csn
= b island i3 more or less thickly planted from

...:'seri themeselves.

3

the people. The
‘ el pround

ain oz the island, and th
Of o lakh of tres

end, and there 1s less wast

R . Yo : ;
, 1 niactad, ¢ iV e lareer Inhs o iz
ndm“: and the wrospech o ars & Wall plasted. on any ‘Of the larger inhabited i
_ . : © group. .
E H . 7 B -
© 80, The island is divided into four Cheris (divisions), a
lation and number of houses, &c., is shown in the following statement.

"The honges ars of average goodness, and are numerous ; those eutered as

2100

sheds ave the cad.;an-leaf dwehmgs of the poorer classes

Stlatement showing the e of Population, §e., in Kowraly in November 1847,

. 1 - '. H Y
il tne .Li-“?:
. : .-
y < oa
DweryLiNgs. Poruration. 3
! . )
)‘ Name -
of Cheri or 1 &
Division, g | 2
@ = % g 5| 3 &
5 @ | E om0 2 [ 3
= @ i
=1 w = = 5 1= = | &
Melachory | 881 6| 3riowse| 1| ams | ¢ 2| {1 e
Tollachery .| 1351 13| 2031 208} 130 | 5o6 |12 |11 12 | 4| as
elfichory ..l 0B 280 264 zo | sl oens it el e | 11 43
}'nrak‘«ry e 78 §§ 15 1520 161 343 3] & H &
Total .. | 434 | 1661 764 789 527 2,080 [ 331181} 19 51194

. The pepulation amounted, in ho"‘e’nber 1847, 1o 2,060 inhabi-
tants, buab if is said thatCupwards of 500* fell

- Male Py 4
encloses an ampio and. cummnmm Iagoon, ,md one of thL safest of th }“};f;w %«03 vickims to cLe}*em in 1845, and the full com.
?’Tmlp, with from 11 to 2} fathomws of water. Thois and o:‘cuv)wq tb’ » {hudren »e 203 plement of the papalahon of this island may Ha
oust part of the recf, and lies nearly north-cast te¢ : - 587 ta!serf ab 2,500, © An accurate statement showing
The islaz a. $in ondend. gouth-west n,s‘cn‘rm is upwards of 2} miles, ané S — the clas ssifiention of the popalation with re&renca
grea tbrﬁa&‘h aboub 1,400 yamuwm:r wing towards the south, w hcrf | *Huskerlf Ehy f‘c:::g:aiigag is sppended in o note.®
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=3
it sre” still rujored 25 diffcrent familics of the people. - Ax

B
E - N

sortion bhelong TAgaTds other ;:;Lu ders these prmmho 14 Bre as

[ unn!)'f-‘ . ‘Vv’(.ii d"'”“".l £

& 4 Li;rjv nold on the Uhu.y 93}
be the landlord and takes rent.
86, The nevel system of division of the gross produce requires the
‘ tn ful exclasion of bhe people from this portion of
the island, and the breach of the prohibition is
very heavy penallics,  Onco a month.the owners
: pwwed to the plantation 1-& divide the. ripe froib.
ers is vexutious and aph to bo oppressive; and
xelision of the people f':'om inhabiting 2
Jarge portion of the iwsland, and from constanlly
superintending their pi dtﬁ"xtluﬂt’, iz incom przt-ihle“ with any sound

systom of cocoanut cultivation. The peopie seemed to me much

I

e N
This mrinne

inclined fo sst the prohibition at dofiance.

Pl

87. T"IE‘ i plantations were probably ﬁxrmcd by the people while the
I b 4

Probahly origiu form.  Systerz of imposing a certain snm, chargeable
oW the people oy the head ..mmu!h ts of each island, onaeosdis
ren:edtuowaqre, x&:c [ 3
5 Sz Tt of all Pandaram properily on the island prevailed.

of produce “h"

introdnoed system of dividing produce was introduced, it

eu, ‘cy H"wau ?{arya]mr, abbut 40 years

qression and encrr;achments by the Pan&aram
the people belicve to be their rights in
¢ this land have lately been resisted, and

, _ f geam canse iooch il-willl  The profits to the
Le"ﬁbnb of Capman ; ermnll, and emberzlement and misman.
sgemont” reduce the veturns froin this sooree so much that a better
-stom of adminidtration “runfd benefis all parties. ‘

Tt

T OATE TOrY

89. The @.-.-c:wa%.eu properties and eonfiscations on this slar
P

; io abont 2,000 fress, They are gonerally i
tha hands of the ﬂwuh;:ﬂ from whom they wera
t'

confiscated, ond harzsma*_(es compulsory rent) of

4§ Ibs. of coir-per tree is raised.

90, The cocoanut trea of Kowraty is peculiarly rich in vzzce af

Maunfacturn of jog- compnred with obher islunds, especially Aweny
gerye 7 apd Agaty, and the manufacture of jaggery hes
been very extensively resorted to of lato years in order to cvade the

pressure of the monopolies of cotr and coepanuts.
a

‘~hm13 whers cocoanut trade
. 11

nw ey -~ H .
n*& for sb veatonable »

3 to the Jridx_.' or of

91, Jaggery ca

- water is indifforent. iha i

ahoxireu are such ws G0
luabla I)I‘Quuﬂ‘d of thelr shoala,

Isnd, and probably not
more tn an *Ot_u' or ﬁte are a,mmlly takon z‘hoszs
Kowraty. Frem Subely F'ar more are brought.
oil of Kowraty is peculiarly adupted to the Eiz f-r-—*m
. avhich are very fiee, and if free, would he culti.
, . vated largely, " As it is, there ave a considerable
nmur,-er nf trees scattered over the island. Il is Eiﬁifcult t0 npdsratand
th«: p"euae claim of the Pandaram over this product ag saon &S
the fruit appears, the Pandaram PuL
with ceremonies) is put on the tre . ...
breacn of this prohibition is very severely punished. kL
ga theved by the Karyakar and a portion taken on account of the Rajah,

" Part of tho pr oduce and either senv fresh to Cannanore or pickled on
;is taken by the Rejab.  this island. The Karyakar stated that his orders
‘are to take ond send half the produce of the trees to Cannanore
'for domesticuse. This had beén done for years, but the Karvastan,

(apparcnbh ashamed) refused to claim as of right, thongh he had
alw ays exacted one~hqﬁ any portron of this preduce. ‘Ci reImUnerg-
“tion is peid, and the people are giving up the cultivation. §

'Torwisa, g _}-‘
‘0§ . Th

Lime,

.F«'rlﬁ Note 18,

97. About 453 miles southowest from Kowraty lies the Suhely Par
abely Par  mot Shoal. I was unable myself to visit it, bus with
visited. - reference to the proposition to settle people from
" Androt and hr\;[!"’ﬂi there, 1: wag carefully examined by my subordi-
“nates, and I made all the roquisite ingquiries abont is.
. 98, Tho shoal is extensive, vises abru**ﬂv to the suface o "-lfw
S a2 very fine | lagoon. {in the shoal ure pitna tod twe
‘emall low isiands—liej )
* Tike Bwtu d‘x’n garam and, Ting'mmm theso
" gubstratium of ~eoral <tonc‘. and no fresh wal
favgrer islané; vn the otk ‘siand

: Dssv:-rlcd. .

on the
, but the

coor WO e
o N . N
ands are gix or eight(ruiles apart,
09, Suhely Par has nover etk permanently unoccupied.  The

T‘mmc\:mivi 7 valuable tisheries und cowry banks on
Vide Note )

Now Rajab’s property. the sheal were owned hy tho po}oplc of
Btate ot jungle. Kowratly ; but were confiscated in ME.

19



840 (AD.1765) in punishment oF
saspecled conspiracy and the ranrder |
Hassan Karyakar, the Rajah’s -Ager
It is now Paudaram property. T

neoonut Plantation

islands  are uow covercd by

s 18 Jow, thme
8 egconnut 1:’}}&1 ]uq WO

an
an

tI some  endeavours have

doring the last two yes -‘J»—, r and enltivate the lessor i A:s]ﬂ,nei wherg

become valuabls L,:'cznerty i b
€:‘:_ﬁ!’11{;{1"€*}11~1 fron's Androb
30 to 300 n upee

and Kalpeni, (204

3 worth of fuis HE

distanec fron
v precludes womer

rou going *:ww and the prices
1 this
" ;
v disadvaniageons,  The retarng o

that ab"«n‘

bl-hodied men to engage

p‘ﬁjd

cowries mi;—?d._ It is belioved

10 camuus ed by the colony now osta blished
ihere, ES |
. ’ . 192, Twenty o thirty ponnds of fortoise

Tortoise, ¢ R L ¢

. ( I abfeast are suouslly collected fiom this vhoal.
1 : - A s !
105, g Ygsiriction against visiting Suhely, the fishing groun

) : . . rv Lanke - of; s is s P
Probilition i and cowry Lanks of thelr forefathers, is s sor

buat whiz

ance with the people of Kowraty ;

aftempts to
some such rule may be requisite. ‘
ud of Agaty lies aboub 85 miles to the north-west
of Kowraty.
a3 may be seen {rom the map, is

The shoal water about this island

ve‘ry extensive’

inuons coral recf, 1zinnd of

s and Tior

prc%rwx' the few irces and the exclusive

“under

i eontained &.populatio

‘below.

o
- anid to have been carried off by chmexa in 1845, The £

, and the

anil more sterile © i an iLﬂ.t of Lhis eastward 1slands

of the group.

i huve heen made to form fufwm (artifcial g srden

107. Sowme abtemp

h

Land), but the extent is too small to mernt n

atte DLEI’}L Dd as in }\O‘Yl"‘”‘ty, 1t 18 almosh ent x'ﬁ’(.‘iy_

Tolnm.

cocoanab p‘gé.ntasmn.
108. T-le island is sub-d dvﬁ into three Cheris or divisiops, and
R, 1 L}Ccember 1847, as shown in the %ta ement

.six males and some fewmales were lost In
ane of A];I’f 1847, and al

’ELA

Ninety
re wrecked in the hurric

which we

P e

“ment of population of this island may be ta aken at 1,700 inhabitants :—

. . . . . PR
Statemient showing the State of Pepulation, §e., i dgaly in Decesnber 1847.

s e B ¥ -
: | ) PLACES
o . | BweLLiNag, POPULATION. . OF Boats.
i WoksRIP
H }:ame i [ — . e ——H-‘;_' s =
. ‘ of (}hfn\'i or : . 5 ':"{ o E]
ot Division. . < I % 2= 4 [+
o © . ] . & @ ; z te = vy
; 78 8 s |8 ! FlglE i RFIC! &
i = b P = = z % 19 .
i 5 T & & S S22 5 =R
! = [ & [ <] = I S &1 [
S A ‘ ‘ %
Tekksobery ... | 86 | a5 | 124 wa| w9 4 7 141 [ 18
-~ - 1314 H
1 Yeddachery .. 86 12 182 166 168 460 & 8 3 3 21
1 Baddaksehery ug 37 2297 2881 1841 €3] 9| 2 1 5¢ 16
| Baddakachery . i
N ; ! RUSUER S W — -
~or . ! PO P o
Total ... 84 1 4811 3451 493 ) 1,545} 21 | U1 I 8 &1 03
H
i ] |
1

A rvetnrn he
peoplo

1 a note,

showing the classifcation of ¢
according to their oceupations is apnended

&

Vide Sole 20,

ry or inferior. c--g d, hat ks

169, The island iz o Mcolache

people are tors active and enterprising—these of

Kiltan excepted—than avy met with on the

islands. They are  withal the least amenablo to
o rale of th# Beebee of Cannanore

.

Tnhabitante of Mela-
chery caste indusiricus.

e
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110 A very uonsxdemble portxon of

- unplanted. . And the whole is imperfectly planted
.+ out when - compared with Kmvra.t.v and the Cowm<

P}antatmn daﬁclant;
. bmte of planta.)on

g [ } \l';'!,‘ \‘\\ ‘H“““\’“’“\
State; meat showing the Siads of the Plag.
¥ = Denember 1847,

S R

*hxe asland - still remaing

anv 8 islands. -

IR

grown |

£EEe | E1 110 The margival rotorn.

> £33 5 £ argina mtarn’ ﬁwws
R g the state of the cocoannt plaatation ﬁ
| g: Fr38z) w s | 3 ! - allowjeg 124 por cent. for unprodaes

‘ (Eg.‘: ég ¢z 3 'é E § ¢/ tive trees; the probable homber 0£
H EE B 1= _} ; bearmg trecs may be ahon' 39, G“Uﬂii
1 -14,66{3 139,023, li4,512l25611! 17 |

- : i ! .

Pand aram pro perf.v

actual enjoyrment

T ber 1847,

3
ki
%

- Nmrlythewbaig

1. Xedda»}zsry .
2, B'xdakamxury -
5. Tekkuchety

4. Garden iu Teka P,u;

eations and eaoﬁeata

A(és!rar.f _Bletement ?fw:‘l’:m% Mg A}.r;bﬂr of Trees in t’u‘ of bhe planmhﬁn of lhﬁ;
e Beebes of Cannanore’ in De 7
RS EE™T island  is in the Lands
I TUEY [ E ] of thepoople. Butthg
P § 2 a1 i e
Namwe of Cheri or =] to Eg e - Pandrram claims jﬂ*
S yiogos 3 : ‘%
A’ Divwision. E ..g ;g !. - g'j * »E P omum \‘35&]0“2’ )nﬂ‘h
K £ s ‘& 71 over 8. cﬁnsi‘}”ﬁ"h} e
oes |~ w. ot portion. These claiws,}
o ¥ [ ‘1o 350 [ however, are Dot acs}
} s id
‘ w48 1 .ws | &7 | quieseed in by tha
L Total vl 833 ; 619 | 1,60 | imthemorial ocwpémw'
I BT S et " and the numberof mtcﬁr;
o P actually in ﬂw (!10“
5. Gardou in'&'addake Pak. 847 | gpg  _° aomes h Mhi} i +
‘ P { = 1 ment of the e i,
otal .. { 2,478 | 1,00m 162 | only that ghown.in t.hai
i :
ey - abstract, P““"
The first the re%g:m: bave ‘accrned by confis. f which w! H be
- stions formed b ¢ foarth and fnth ars lel’ culurs of Wi
od b7 the Rajab's servants, - found appended. :

-~ 118 As m Kowraty 80 a!so m thxs :slxmd, tha differences be‘vei*nr
pmpiﬁ and tb& Pandam!n in regatd fo. wenste I&ﬂd
forms a_very rife subject of- 3ea¥cxxsy end iilfeel- ]

B - ing, which haz I'{}ta’l*{xpds progréssive T Fi&xmmm.,.
.LBe mﬁ}mf I!‘l"‘t }QY!Q t‘ealmvﬂ thﬂ P&?}lt t() &J uﬁgccupuia mw& Bﬁu%

niﬂ‘»!srmx: bvween a,g,
paaple and Ha; abcnt
wag‘s I:...cl. N

10 wall has been Lepi‘.

the peopfe from the. waste,
gx;ai:s by . natives Pmpi‘wed #3 such: s kave. emdﬁw come of ths - mfner
g o8 to plant ont, and possess. eki:mwh!(vg (}f ngﬂtntmﬁa sztmmi nn
abd which iy aﬁfged 16 kave bm;»n waske ;‘»hm the .m:m srs anv ":ﬁﬁ&é’"’%

E}i' the&s phm .ms: 4

up in_this island, b:a‘ sﬁpﬁmtn the p&:};&ﬁ(‘tﬂ vf
T ravids of f'ce mer; servanis, snd. mummh-,

53?? uﬂﬁfﬁem‘a i3 nre now in enjoymont, s.;:gi

) ‘39;
“'1‘, ‘A‘ Al

aomf.wlm.t anm@wmxbk and. un«v.mpmuua at:rmpts of

to resauwie there piamauors—-—wnhuut, power to enforge the claimagainst
the feﬁlmg;au& iufluence of the whole island-—lhuve miscarried. The -
watter is st 11} sn n;’mn qamtmu, the resalt of whmh‘xs wat(,hed Wlth

the Pundaram -

:mnctv En

114 The mmnél um- produce of tlpa n-ﬂand is dxfforently :,tnted but .

< 7. it apparently averages abost 250 candies per

?‘ﬁ %Ti”‘g" _annum. Tho trees of this island yield so small a
' iﬁ““'{i“ s , quam:w of juice that the manufacture of jaggery .
[ e . .

: -0 is not €0 extensively carried on 'as it is in Kow-
mtg aml t.lus r:htxnni»l of evasion being cut off, the monopolies of coir
and .cocoanats presa_the heavier on the people. - Stilla considerable
quantity of jaggery is amnmliv mMIc, thou"h ata compmatwe! yg greater

aacnﬁw by the produeers: <.

115, Of Jate yeors thers bas bccu a gomi deal of smurrglmg of cou'f
' While the - trade in puts has

from thie islaud.
’m:m chicfly clandestine . and ibis dzfﬁcu}t to ascer-
“fhe Beebee’s mounopoly is now but scan-

f‘vacmna‘ traifes .
Chxe:tv 3 u"dwzinm

tam tba qmmhty expntwd

Cthe spot, whereby the nat monopoly is evaded.
118. Tl*e Agaty reers are exceedingly “productive in cowries; anﬂ

' s three andea-half to fonr- candies. ' In former years

the P:mdamm obtained two to three mndms of cowries from Agaty, bm:

Iatterly the supply bas fallen off, | One m&) or one and-a-half candv is

the recent rate of mxpplv, : > .
‘s The tom&wa shell of &:{aty cannot bo separated from that of the
“ nrighbouring mlmxcis‘bf Bingaram .and Tingaram,.
: 7 and ib 18 mc'hxﬂnanv bromrht from Permal Par to
thxs mlmui -1 am told that 10 to 15 Ibs. per annom lasbeen of late the
aversgo. qamms received by ‘*‘m Pandara.
caught no c}eubt produce more, for Agaty has the best fisheries of the
- group, but tortoise shellis an article which is easily

people. of leum ara_in leagos thh thc people of Ac'amy and 2id in
smn«ghng tartcxm ahsﬁ!

ecusmnncai velve. 1., S

119 &t{az:hmi m .&g&ty, and at a distance” of ab t “seven mﬂes, hcee
‘the shoal” which contains the three smeall islands -
of Bingaram, Tingaram, snd Baba Karyakar's
’  Parly.- The iglands are small, but the shoal fater
3 f:xaenme and i1 parts deep.. Tt abeundq in fich. enwrica and tnrtla

‘wmsm.w Is. the only_ product of cammmxal oF

-tily nupplied with nuts ; and much oil is mad__“&gnr a

o if ‘properly. ished, would produce not less t.han‘

The number of turtle - v

.»:smuggied and it is a matter of notoriety that the ~

b



., an
N .
., Lo e
3 3 T Vande . . e
120, The islands laek the substratum of copal which undevlics the
Tinserihed., ot of other is.:mds. and ure cobsequently deficient’

Xo water, o ) ) .
of good water. But from the same cause thois,

aoil is l]chI) 'md fnrtue, and in their pr rted stato thév are

iliree wv-;z‘z:a Wik L #n

s an each of

The frees are 6

it aood ; hut neg

5

nrd ]unv':‘e

”! fram their valoe,

w,f Ir: i "'.[i“
s uob more than half o f

overed

5 wuad be valuable, .

cowry aud turtoise !‘i:mk&: and/’

r.:e"{}} v . the ihe

ol an n’*“-mxvim;s’

trade then introduced

. WHS, hmvever,

L I\:i i ‘"\.ixu i volr

?-uu:x!;um;r;- Of

kar of Agafy, and aro strictly presoryved. Proe

ud. hers even  to Geh withoor  orders, :uuif

ing

{

i {village messe nge vy, 18 severely puonizhed

unaceompanied by Nadp:

A wuicher ccensionally resid
thefs ; and once i a month or six woeks the Earvakar goes thither to'
gather the fruit of the trees.  Ouee or twice a year the whole pop: nlo
{yrwﬁ to r")lmc,i on the island r
0 N

‘
FEER DR ch T

@ pald a

g on tho u,h. ds Lo pl-a_;tec‘; the troes frum» L

- nhk

4ot ’Lx‘ pe'»pu
de: ilmivx ’.Ld i the 1slands ure quii ab" Lh, du m"z

&
Y

ri, awd the peuplﬂ. would, were the 1

T ¢
nolo and sow onatse grain as 1= done by the peopl‘a of

'l

s 1 . 1.
They are anxious to plant these islands, but

qetly f orbidden. The trees now smvdmn' were chiefly pl

‘whe islanders before confiscation, snd during the period  wh
écntpd the islands, Two or threc rwmaker': have made some desultory
; s to reclaim these islands on account of the Pandaram, bui they are -
i1l in the wildest state, .
124. Again the cowry banks are by fa
and are beim‘red
paaily 12 40 15 candies of cowries of the value
Tionbtle v e aid yicld six
or :‘3ight candies of cowrles a year "Ene- pr'u lt restrictlons preve
: ent, and the nuremuncradive rates of p:wme:m:. held out no

-
-
£
K"‘"
&
o
L d
=
=
-
vl
o
3
=
<,
&
s 3
3
T
o

.0 be Lapu.ulrz of' nrmluf'uw

- .
*0 fishers ; while the custom of requiriug the wh a }nlpnl,.-
:101'0 with their women and chxl.h on st certain

-~

sen to greaf abuse.

I :7.,3 The number of tortoiss anpusily inken does
roige
pom not. axeeed 20 or 25 : : L -
128. Thg prohibitious against going to Bingaram and !zm"?:: AYNUre

1

dwelt on by the pf rple of Agaty as a grievanco

Porling of thop peopie 1 . L -
| relative (o these restric-  of peculiar gravity; and their breacn is one of
ftions. : the forms in which their present defection has

manifested ivself.
Purt Sesond.

seribed the islands severally, their internel state z nai‘.
Foonomical state of the fiscal system anid f"f‘.ht‘]‘ﬂl administrution of the
i e ] 2 3

" ths island. Cannanore family remnin to be noticed: The
early submission of f the people of the Laccadives to puwers on the coast

i was probably volnptary ; and the feudatory ..t.'lbube puyable by the
Beebee of Camnanors ts the Rajah of Chertkul

was exceedingly ] felit {6,600 fs., Fr} 200 rupe£~ ).

" #127. Having d

No iand revenus.

The, early revenues raised from the island consisted in Juties (Ywnkam)
and royaltics, of the same characler as those of privces oun the coast
.TNo claim on the land oecupied by the people Lias ever been u'nc&
‘(sm the prinq’pl@ of o land assessment was introduced in Malabar in

zde and monope iv; uf roduce had been
: (,_K,fﬁ'r od on those 1slands. Thus no Lva of rent or ui‘  land revenus
i in the Taceadives.

‘7‘& ht over unocenpied land was,
' period, and ;
have ('tm viiling

G ameaaz o

Hive nvﬂlx;mvp +=




)

’ '-‘--l en'n

siles are raro ) the transi

mortgage or service-tenure.

1380, Fec-simple propert aaceadives seems to have been eo!

to ufew prinetpal families aud their hranche
s S

frovt wiom 151y held on scrviee-tenure by thei
sondants, A :

AT

L
fincg

budyaing or « ¥ service-tenure has ¢
tendoney fo become heradi tary and form pre
scriptive property, and such is its condition on the

nand extend their p In Latious, and ar

stion.  Moneg rents Alu‘llnkLown ; and the
oot a1t o tha s fi :
hab paid b} the meera (unfermented
s deawn. The sorvices uwanslly

7
only produce rent known

t
armwer, vii, & ]m'»-r‘f‘ of the
1

«
>

boaty, ©

ing Dug tofam land, &e. And, accord.
the l‘E]nJ»hLl-‘ B

qiese dependunts wust expart theis

{5 34

o]

rand sarpluy prodoce inthe boats of sheir m,nmo"d whois generally ;

Landlorde  pre alse boat -awoer, and Cﬂ.uf‘g’(}? 61 ”hb n k nd I‘n” 171‘1"

tho tverchante of their  lopds thus

ts of their dependants;

drg!em]uu.b. S :
ph ﬂ-IN' a8 L LCmu )rmeﬂ “(.(“: ‘C S'

w vestriction of all export tra o thoses ,".neused a".d PSiL‘n\LM‘
SN ; 8y £

~ » o SRR 1 ’

7 the 1mternal {eade 1s

tha menopoly of the Practically esk e hands of o fow fami
internal trade iato tho  Jy, N o

1. This con rrent ) .
hands of & few, and the condition great }} enlances the bux der,

efluot, of ths fiscal system ¢btaining on these islands.

. . - . !

131, Wages are paid by the Jandiords at sub.
S;stenm rates 1o articles of immediate consumpi’.ion}
Money is oot in circulation.

i Wagoes.

’ j
The staple vegetsbls production of the laccadives is tn(:{

Fiscal. eocenunt ; and of its products, colr is- by fur the!

Coir the most import.  must im pmi it Ths curliest source of rx—wugar‘
ant production. - revenue seems to have been a tithe thereof mvwd

Early cxaetion of o a8 duby (Suidan) on exportation from the la]-lhd“’v i'
tithe thernof -ta which was added a tithe of the rice Lrourrht!
m exchange, amonnting- in all to & tax of 20 per cent. on the smrle
surplos pmducc of the island. For two centuries at least this duty, with.
royalties, counstituted the revenue of the group. These oxactions are

still maintained ; but mueh has been superadded. ’

133. Ty ..dmfr rei.ztx(m‘s wero 1o doubt early established between the’

‘ Rajah and people of those islands, but the right of’

oﬁ{f;"w::%ﬂf g;":‘fi’;; purchase of coir, to the exclusion of all others,
caudy (nominally) inati-  Was first infrodneed Dy Bumaly Rajalt about M.K.-
P‘ify?ld ljéi}fgﬂglzﬁcpv‘;gi 940 (A.D. 1765).  The market vulue of coir was,
Ez’fﬁif:g‘ﬁir{‘}éfﬁlﬁ‘.ﬁgﬁt then betwean 60 und 70 rupees per cendy, and the
ot sbeut 10 moodahs, | Price paid to. the producer was fiszed at 30 to -

89 rupecs percandy imported into (Jannanore : it’

: - . craes B " war pohhi
wns paid in vice ab s commutation price of -{r oes g per robon.
t ¥

The ‘u\he- on coir, &c., €X[ ts& from the islands ar ri on rice, o,
n:nporb:d were' h‘aanerrcd to \'“‘a.nn'more, where they ¥ b
import and expord duties, and deducted from the pay yments made for

The actual payment to the people thas became rednecd (20 per

coir.
. vent.) o about 24 rupees por candy. There were some fartker miscel-

laneous deductions, amounting to about one per cent. on tLe w Lgiie, on
7' 1.

‘account of expenses, nazeranah, &o., and the people recel :
L N e .

E “uprca worth of 1‘1ce, ab 21 rupees per meodah for esch candy of coir,

T cr’ar;:e& 2y

‘sehich left a pro.;t—-on & market value of 65 rupees per candy of COTT— |
of aboot: hupees 40 o 50 per candy.

184. Judging from the present state of theso iah"(’{s, and the carly
Probable supply snd  eceipts of coir by the Company’s monopely, and
dprofits qgerived " while  frgy the information Q:jta.umd by Lieutenant
;;em:iqﬂit % Fupees Hently and Mr. Mordoch Browa in 1745, ihe

Vide Note 22 quantity of coir delivercd annually, when :the
m\mopg[y was first institated, must- havo considérab]y excee&e? 1 J“ID
and m-odhc“& a revenae of 65,000 to 75,000 rupees from this

candia :
* i P A
single u"c«_, wmle e was at the then pn}vaﬂmtf high As

Ehese m-ice foll after tho conguest the revenue improved. / .-

T

1385. Fnrther'proﬁb% on trade accrued from the export of coir from
coast t0 Bengal and other places; and the family was rich.

083

Bv the rubelhon of the Ameny Ibl&ﬂdﬂ in 1784 the Bcebce of
. Cannavore lost about one-fifth of her revenves
. Toss by rch-h’J ~of

.Ameny. . | from this-source, and the jaghire of 7,380 rup(-Ps
E granted from me Chertknl territories was no donbt an inadequate eqai-
valent, but the loss was more than compensated by
Equivalent. - the further jaghire of Rupees 12,000, also granted
from bhe same territories about the same time. In 1722, when both

were resufned by the Rajah of Cherikul, the loss became important.

e

97. After the reduction of Cannanore in the war of 1791-92, and
game system con. cossion thereof with ”hppoo 5 other territories in
tinued after the com-  ©foiahar the Beebeo of Cannanore was allowed to
quest and cesyion  in 4 o
1702 retain her Laccadive possessions provisionally,
) p'a.vmg to the Honorahle Company a provisional contribution of 10,000
Tupecs as & moiety of what she represented to b(a~ the profits of her
- trade with theislands. The existing fiscal sys stem, with regard to coirs

monopoly, was mamt‘nned until M, K. 1001 (AD 1826’ 1)

* Joint Commissiond?’s Report, paragraph 245,



who, however, keeps ny
ths exor uat impo;t.
nors of
10 por cent, of all coir

d  eharges 197 por
cont, on sl rice im.
ported into the island,

duty 10 Cu

E2 25 TR N 7
Fids Note 23.

into Canuanore by the people of the Lacceadives
monopoly. “T'he is :

I eXCnAanga for coir i3 also retained.

)

An excemption from
uport duby

Jannanore

o
land dmport duty of 10 per e

4 N
o w
+

Ty .
7 v A aprbkian P dyid1
vy hcn th{. ‘,,0}]1..(.{;‘.1);1, Of Ses LUlioms '..{uilffﬂ o1 1Ier C’}i@hd" 3¢ 1
V TUna 15¢ A

Canunavore was assumned on account of the Com
b G r T g B -y -
pany in M.K. 069 [AD. 1793), coir importe
from the Laccadive Island was ox indes

X Laceadive Island was excempted undes

Lenrovmicional arpe Ay 3 ¢ H .
the provisional arrangernent ; the total abelition o

bl
T vy e ss el e d ] M
the monopoly of tiwde cujoyed by the Beehee o
o . Voo EL e
nnanore having becn orderail Ly G
(ézm | u.‘ore having beon orderaid Ly the Governor
encral, approved of by the Hoooreble the Court
F Dircetors. and beine at the £ :
of Dircetors,and being at the time under immadiate

3 118t
ik
[0 15N

mnindl Watwiirhatandin L
iplation.  Notwithstanding this indulgence

an import duty of 1@ per ceut. continues to br

i

il

, bo supply her owr

¥
A fy

ent. of the rice paic

130, The commuiation vrice of ri 1 :
139, The commutation price of rice had been fixed shous A DL 177¢

whick the
people we mid aopd

the negual

of monopoly have

whole of this difference,

 G40. As early as

" Prior fs 1600 the
price ' fazion, and
from 1884 to 1820 aver-
aged Lel . 1.12.0
per moodan.  Actusl
payment balow Tupeos
18.8-0 per enudy, and
protits of the monopoly
above 330 por cent.,

Sapply 1,460 to 1,500

candigs.
Ravenue 65,048 o
70,000 rupsaes.

D1 rimpes e waedal of "
2} mpecs per moodal of vice.. And this ratc
t

1526,
»fall in the prieo of {
commaaity, ‘

4l o
| .

aquent on general peg

and prespevity of the comniry, but the prod

t2en enbuficed to the Cunnanore fumily, by ¢
; SERRS

g

P
1784 Tippoo’s officers were able, it is believed,
rednce it ta 2 rupees per moodah in settling wi
the people of the Ameny Island ; and vuch l'a:“; heel
the {31l since, that for 26 years—1500 to 1826
the avernge price of rice in Canara was Rupees
1.13-0 per moodah, Assumed abt Rupees 1-12-0
the difference reduced the actual payment (22 pe?
cent.) to Rupees 18-8-0 per candy, and greabi;
enchanced the profits of the moncpely. If £
lechee’s islouds kept pace with the Company”
islands during that time—and there is reason dt(
beliove they did—the supply of coir rust have

O L S S IR I S ; P
been, after the beginuing of the century, 1,400 to 1,500 candies of «ot
whichm ust have produced a largely enhanced revenue.

141, During the

Erecedod this rats
moei,

Fx. gr. the Canarp
Talznds,

€

wag 24,408 rapeés por anni

Raiah Kdrntr's fife, M. K. 001 (A.D. 1815) to M.K
ELd
Ls

do pmhijhi"

ERAEETE 24‘-. ',‘] .! 3 £ [y 1 3 3 3

Ldiw cdod the 4 : ; Leniley i1
U5 ford y : .

1795 ;. for the average revenno derived from th

amaell seoh . ¢

small’ section o ttached {anar

hotpart Statement

3 (1805) to 1253 (JRE) the dariel Falue of g
54 and giving io detail U og of ins B wears, ﬁ(}mm{;rcigﬁ value,—are-
4 o 3, durinyg which they weve Toest, ) ' e
Coodios, Mds, Tbs,  TR8MZ - npwarcs £ >
{.1'314'_ 8 .. 01 16 5% yupees per caudy—-tﬂa
. t 181028 .. 63 2 B s aam - ana
Average of & years J 1224—328 6 3 T AD, 1827 n 5—“-1?;1}’ .}"*k,“,
- 5 - ot wen ‘I- & A "
" k 222095 . 0 ‘; 8t suddenly fell to aboub
T 12343 e &D S ) i
’ Lk A T T @0 rupees, and even aver-
0 1 . - . . -
‘ ’ L T 1% . aged during five years.
Dotalle o et yeara[ v o ‘('} S :45 /{'()m ‘n lnli‘»‘ a8 low =
hile she prices were { 1241 S 19 13 L’i (1239 to 12 ) & ny
. VR - ,
Fesh ] 1242 B + og 178 rices have
i L1243 T4 5 % Rupees 174 ¥ xu 5

Averfige ot 5 years- {
ron

rom
‘A.B.—No statement of

PERN £

might bove realised can bo gobh ke shove is an
& . P q 1 Y e ing
sostracs of the Canara returas, and will sorve =3 an nary decline

approximetbiva. -

Sudden - 2B in

value. to be found in circumstances usffe

143, The fall in va

© Pall equally affected
all coir, -
- Fide Canara Ameny
Beport of 1836.

No changes intro-
-Auved in cunsequencs in
Awneny. )

Tide Appendix.

124448
. 124953, ..

Averago 0"3585‘"3}1254—56 w2113 2

chain éable, &e.,), but the real canse

ei—— pok, aud probably mever

. " b, ar DD .
Fotel - 8"__.5“:“_ will recover their former
1230—43 .. 37 11 21 Jowel.  Various  couses

74 15 1@ are waid to have affect-
~———  ed the demand fer oI

o T ahout  this
what the Cannanors coir .

whicli is now derived from other sources.
lue has cqually affected-the coir of tho Canara and
Cannanore Islands, But in the former the Govern-
ment having enjoyed: “all the advantages of high
prices for -many years 2 (a rvevenus a\'fﬁba'ging
npwards of 20,000 rupees per-anmim’ from 1805
to 1826),"it was considered that they could unob
¢ now fairly call oA the islunders to ghare in the

. . . » Y .
loss by low prices,”” and no change whatever took place in the Lovern-
Y s g ,

inent islands.

144, On tho Cunnanore Islands, on the coptrary, as 500N A8 the prices

Statement - of  the
Prices of Canora Island
Qoir from AD. 1825
(MK, 1000) te AD.
1829 (M.K. 1004).

: B Por Cundy.
_W3, AP
1825 (1001)... 65 0 0
1826 (1002)... 63 00
1897 (1603)... 52 15
1823 (1064)... 23 11 2
1889 (1003)... 19 10 23
" In Caprannre Telandg
rednced to abous 10f
rupees worth of rice.

Profits small.

Loss to . Government
in Canara Islanda, ’

s

began o waver in M.K. 1002 (A D. 1826), the

_nominal price was reduced from 30 to 22 rupees
per candy, subject o the same déedlwtions, (about
21 per cent. em account of dutiés and expenses).

"Pho value continued to be paid in riceab the same-

commutation price——Bupees 91 per moodah—

although the markes Cprif,'e fell to 1} rupees per
moodak, The actual payment to the  peopio
became about 103 rupees per candy. Stili, as the
prices of coir fluctuated as low ag 14 rupees
per candy, the profits of the Cunnanore monapoly
must have been small. Duricg some years the
‘

&



: a7 , .

rice) they received sbeut T4 to @ rapens per. candy ;- bat since
1826 (at 6 maunds of coir per moodah of riee). ahout Jému d&h,,
of rice are given for & candy of coir, or about-& supees per can

¢ from hsnd-to mouth, avail the emaelves of these

afer exportir ;1' to Cannanors, .n* which th 1Y SAVE

{one pther may trade with the p@orlw

148. W hent coir is received, it i dwed, beaten, and weighed, not by

tae L&ndy, but each maund is s¢ par"te‘lv made up

paymezt for coir to the Company's islanders wero in excess of the sale
receipts. '
14—5. Between MK, 1002 (A.D. 1828) and MK, 1008 (A.D. 183 ‘?),
Rotes totailed i1+ Quring the managership of Hussan Cootty Yeilyah, The poor, who Tiv
1932, bt payment ivre-  guardian to the yoong Rajah, tis love rates - wates ; the “ighs=
wore nominally kept ap, but there s reason to “about halfa rupee on tho cundy.
believe that much coir was received aud met paid fur 2! paid for’in

e F
R

promissory notcs, which are not yeb all redeemed. : diodsof weig t th derable excess
o Cansidorable excossees. go as to turn the scale; a. considerablie exces
146. In M.K. 1008 (AD. 18: 1 farther redugtons woro made, . Vide Note 25 c
' : o 'is thus secured on the candy,

a1y £ > o rmenecd
and those changes of system were coms nenced, ciimed g}Jmarh.xm that the candy of 840 Ths. is used ;

149, T have as

Farther reduction of Cask d

the 3 to  al which still obinin, ash ratos and e uvati .
prics to  about e ases and eommatation . N ut 1 t,

Rapers 6.6-0 worth of o e - . - but it is: aamlttx_d that, for some years ut least, a
N * 3. Nriees gra alig 1oy ‘j. TIna0ahs S e e tan mes 53
tice per candy of enir, | i}”‘_ ate aLoi ‘}“ d, and 5} y'lgf’d"’hﬁ "_f Tice per 645‘;§gy szcumed © candy-of 680 .Ibs, has been exdcwti which places

Tisportant reduction  candy of coir was fixed as the price, subjeet to the ‘ b
: : e . Pids Note 26. - the monopolist in a better po:.xhon m’ 6} por cent.,

in the subsistence of "3
the popalation. » samededs

g of 21 per cent., which lefi the actual - ~
> whoeh lefu the actual &m}. tl people, by the same amount, in a worse one. It is probable

payment sboub 4} meodahs of rice (b 1§ rapec
per moodah), or Run ceg 6-5-0 por o H:}V of coir. This rato §"1CI4";; © the candy of 640 Ibs. was ﬂ‘ original one in nse ] ' N
’ ) ) 150..The namml consequences .of .onrem unmnh‘rc prx‘ and . o
the Differeace in the Quantty of Rice an  Foo 0 for  the ., LA ksble doteri. System of mnuopnlv in I)JI“d-ll ing indusiry and
jor @ Uaady of Cear on the Cqnnanors ?ﬂ'ﬂ“ﬁ share. Ani nrnl{t?:i:d:n‘:h: man?.”&i eronlation, bas taken place in the fullest. measuro
Tow Fosmen Rares. | Ussun rran Dausese Raves, ?b e 3“CH“U&!; - ;;;i;‘,;,ﬁ;’d‘“ﬁ?;’;: on these i%lalndq; and doter;ommou in the quihty’
M 8 M. g T pofat out how -~ ceived, , - of the coir has been serious. . The effect of the
»,F:.?f;:,:::fé h’i?f’”r?ﬁ:f:iﬁ* :t : materiaily th“ monopal system even in the Goverument istands wag such that in
rapzes per ('su:dy, 33— ; L-m:iaui" nr-o‘ir I)I‘O“pu‘)bv Lf t}' : - ‘ Y} . 1820 & ClamSlﬁc,Lhon of the, CO’l!' achordmg to its
cnmm;;;eiii ’2 :;.;; LB :vé::‘:;:i;::;;gl 515 whole pupumm} ‘ ' _;’ ie Note 37. - quahtv was found nece:ssary,‘thh view to i,hu-L.
‘ 16 percent, ... .. 1 B - necessarily ij T axelessness... For some years this arrabgemént has prodn
pereents .. .. 2433 Totad moodabs ... 4 12 izrggen ck::;ck il ;{e desired effect;” but the efiectual hold over bheae people.cousf Lis i L 1
" reduction m.pr he fear of a. powertui Government and of any ch ange of the system by
of  -the :ta}ir j , mxch they now. pay their revenue inan easy manner and receive fair
3 . N prices with the bonefit of a certain market. On the Cannanore Islands,
Cent v e e 6 104 m'ftwle of ;U\hb - {on the contrary, the' prices are af the Jowest, and the power of the
sistence of about ‘ : ra off;
Statoment of the Probabls Quantity of Rice importad. 146 " per- cont. . -i, . ;)ﬁosdbzr;aﬁga;ﬁ;?: ‘ Ra}.xl heing in a great fﬁk asure effete, )theﬁppoplﬁ :
- Uspre Fomyen Raris, Unpen Prissyt Raves. The suffering hns '}' X would not probably submit-to any class catw; :
For 1,409 caufies of eoir ut | For 1460 'ml‘dws of coiratd 3o S thch should rednce their rites further ; they have nothing to lose, an
£ vanuida 22} eors of rice maunda 13} seors of vice per b ) o inducement to exertion. Hence the qmlwy of the coir exported.
peremndy Nombor of moodshs 5,959 POPUlar  discon- 4 ifrom these islandsis suchas would probably be rejected in the Govern-
Komber of moolnhs 14,500 ; Sitirence &0 trentv'ls. uubougded.; B Tho. eofé very in. -mént gods gwn as third-class coir. The dlﬁerpn(ﬂ
: - oo Tuking the R | different.  © of quality must be seen to be appreciated, and wi
bable oxports prior to 187824 1,400- candivs of coir, the sn By ’;Oi TIee: / estimated by the Beebee's agent, who accompanied me, at nob less th.,m :
N rx;;t:‘ir‘:s}‘:ﬂ{i by :; 3 33 C;‘ "‘:"“‘10-‘4‘};} b‘ ‘&?90 1»*-15501'3-311*-1“‘13‘1t§i1”‘3} - 25 per cent. to 30.per cent. 'The people can make, and actually use,
) - guaniity eolr bas sinee Imuch decred good coir for their own purposes, but they t;«mnot afford to make it at
fcr want of sccurate data the deficieu 'y {:‘nmnt ho shown in ﬁ"urpiu the B coboe’s s prices ; thus, from their inability and anwilli lingness to des
~and the d ptrcm has been by ':1:1ch f‘n"‘“w“ . » 1 4 justice to their fine raw mater zai the public consumer is a serious losey.
(147, Yor imtorzal reteil iz-ade Fice 15 nnpm-te&ﬂmto tho 1s;amf' . 1~ 151 The waste, too, of this valuable article on the Canpaners Isdand
i i.mm} by the Pandarum by a! e i largs quastiy oi ——either from the hasks not beig made up into
i cxchange r(,r coir. ‘Under tl‘; i raf: ma’{imh‘ﬁz;z’ vl - yarn, or from * coir beingr q-atrlﬁ od to the matu-

enirper moodah ¢
?

¥ Tide Nute 23. factuve of jaggery, in which trade is free—is. of
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o - Tt . N ‘ - N ) .
such importanee that a note on the subject is appeuded, from which
' 13 < dthnt I aatioraie oo ]
& will appear that I estimate this loss at not less than 33 per cent. of
what the manufacture might be, if the saine mduccmewt were held out
ae in the Compeny’s jslends .

e

0] T b y : , - ; :
152, So sndden, extraordinary, and permanent a change in the

The lactions have pr 2ab otmf)]:} na took P] see about 1826
prossad very heavilyon  ip 4L P N - — .
tho pacple. of Laceadive L(JIP would nocessarily

. have aifected the condition of any people even
under [rod institutions; Lub ramaselled as ig their industry and every
resource by coppressive ‘restraints, it eould not
) be met with that elasticity. which finds compenga-
tlon in increased energy and industry in pliadx.iction, and the case of
these 1sla ;1df>rs has been lamentable ’

Vide Nota 29,

53. Thoe I‘Eﬁ‘hz:iltl'lu of & ravenue was, of couv*sc', requisite ; bat where
 Changss  injuiicieus circumstances had oceurred which tended to altey
e.nddpw tally wawutho-  the condition of those confided to the care of the
Ties _Cavnanorve family so materially, deliberate and

~eareful inquiry, in communication with the CGtovernment, waos called for

before acting. And the Rajul certainly erved in judgment, and probably

mistook  his position when he 1Ltruduue\d, without wnotico to the

Government, changes which have aftected so seriously the prosperity of
>

e

R,000 or 9,000 -Cowpany’'s subjects. ~ . . W

i4. The Lacoadives have always ef-xp”nlma a considerable mmx‘nei’ﬁ‘
trade was OO

acoanuss sunually.  This trade, however, was
ned subjected tﬂl e ‘rn tions till after the de.xth of
Eirntr Rajah, in MK 1006 (A.D.71825 . ,
153, The Rajahs, as well as tho is..m/nder:»n, had long found their accoutht
Wrade hotween the 3t trading fu this avticle.  The Rujali gave 4 to &
peaple end fiajabi. annas per 1,000 in advance of the coast market:
prices, and, however dangerous the principle, the trade appears to have
G and, as the islanders admit, decidedly
es;. "‘.‘1143 deash of Karnfir Beja h'
mwercial value of cotr wern
Honopepintrodoend. ontemporaneous in ME. 10601 (A
' ; won ')”-’“’mw guardian of theminor |
tations to muke delivery ‘i
of ull nuis compulsery; and t-x'ay]fs in this 'm‘if-.n also becnme exclusiva,

gontinped for mminy years on a libx

i rars . LIPS
sdvardageons footing to them

The price paid for the nuts was reduced 0 b rupeos per 1,000 delivercd ;
Taid for ab Ua. 230 in Cannanore, snd was psid in riee, on the import
per 1,000, ‘of which jnto the islands a duty of 1D per cent. |
13 ﬁxr‘*h charged, which reduees the actunl price fo about Rupw‘*s :
4.8-0 per 1,600, The value of nits on the coast during this time bas '
:

Peosita, averaged 7 ta 9 rupees per 1 ()"}O (nccaumnnhv ‘;

more), and the direct profits buve ranged from 2
w4y 4 Tupoes, and averaged vot less than Rupoes 2-8-0 per 1,000 nuts !

sl g

34

156. The ms,nopu;v however doubiful may be the right to introduce
new restrictions, I been strictiy enforced up to this year.
157. A rife subjcet of recrimination is that the Rajah mo nopolist
. allowances

Large allowances re- requires, in receiving by tale,
quired. - (deductions for bad nuts, &o.,) than 18 customary
the free market; while on the vther hand the Pandaram state bk
the nuts supplied by the people are below the average quality brought
into muarket. Both facts are probubly true, and are the naturul conse-
quenees of tho system. '

158, During Kdrndr Rajah’s life the coccanut trade was very ackive. Ard

Profitable  revenue Whm first made exclusive, the supply curt&ml‘" wai
* A e _ o
derived therefrom. not less than 10to 15 1a x]."l‘i of nuts, yielding G(JU

to 2,500 rupees profit, The people state that they wero t‘m_n bhuoyed up
by* promises that the trade should be relieved again as sobn as the coir
market righted itself, and the jmmediate difliculties of the Rajah had
disappcared. As the monopoly, howover, ha as continuved without progpect.
of relicf, new channels have been found, and for the last five years if
appears, 28 admitted en all hands, that the revenue derived from this
Sharce has been comparatively small,  Probably the annua supply has
fullen of late to a few lakhe of nubs, 50 per cent. of whie h came from tho
single igknd of Androt. The year before last it fell short of 200,000
nuts ; e pxoﬂb‘ {rom which would amount to from 800 to 500 rupces.
159. In Androt and Kowraty the manufacture of jaggery has rapidly -
increased of late years, to the detriment oﬁ,ﬂeu
Channels into which N . |
industry has been COIF and mat trade, Jn Aqaty, besides the mann-

taraed. © . facture of juggery, much cocoanut is converted info
Jaggery, e, oil, halwa, &c. And in all the islands, espieially
Smoggling. Kalpenni, considerable smuggling has gone on ; of

vhich the Company’s subjects and the Minacoy islanders are the chief

carriers. The Rajah’s scrvants probably connive. | . ’ :

. - '

160. Thus, as a financial measure, this monopoly has become unpro-
dective ; but from a moral and economical point of

Revenae *r1ﬁmg, ut ) ] N .
the fealing of tho poople  View all its vices continue. And I found the
much irritoted. ) people’s feelings much opposed to this novel end
Vide Roto 30. °  qynanthorized impost, and greatly exasperated by
the levy, last year, of some fines (2 rupees per 1 OOO) for breaches -of

this restriction,

Jnggery- , 151, The jaggery trade is still free and increas-

Meera drawers are ing; but the meera (arfermented toddy) drawerg,
heavily taxed for the h t]t fact b & confr buto
support of the public WO are the manufacturers, have to 1
sorvants, &e. - largely to the support of the public servants, and

Vide Note 81, cesses aro lerd on t,hem uader the name of

na:pmnak. )

o
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162, The @ rotaly ctiong of th
Other produets have | 2 mer VCEM“LIL p‘mdr ions of th‘
eocasionaily been meno. itlands are 111510*mﬁ ant, but they teo have fron

polized. : time to time been monopolized, o.q., the Morind
Fids Kote 32, ciiron of Androt and the lime of Kowraty. ‘

163. Cowries and tortoise shell taken on the shoals are, as befry

Cowries®und tortoise described, strictly monopolized ns sources of reva
~holl, : nus. Thoy were asqumed as royalties at an 3:.1,1";
pericd. In the Maldives, where large quantitics are fished, they consti
tute an important part of the native Rajah’s retenue. {
164. The cowry has long been an important article of Indian com§
Best cowry fisheries METCE, and is found in considerable guantities or
on  the Capnasere the Laccadive shoals. The best fisheries are in
Isiands. .
ed, and permission must be obtained to fish them ; and when fished, the
whole find must be delivered under heavy penalties to the Pandaram.

, 165. They are received by measure in exchangé
Received by measure . , )
in exchange for rice. for rice. At the earliest fixed rates, two seers of

the Cannanore Islands. They are strictly preserv-:

I\Dfnnauy 2 seers of rice were pald pel? qeer of CDW!‘)E*S, and at thhr :

rive fier soer of cowries,
Profit. varied wita rate payment was continued till the ceath of‘
rofif.

Vi g g riee. . Karnar Rajah 1001 (1825-26). While the rate

" Statement showing Pra
Price of Rive a

fson 1 and/ of Cosories, while the

raged 2 Rupees per Maodah, contifined uni 'i,ng;'p(}

gs, A P. 25, A P, the pmht of tho

Fergalne of 1 candy By rice paid for 312 .~ monopoly increased
i of ssors of cowries, - v L

312 seers, . .80 DO 2t 2 seers of rics a5 the prico of rive

" per seer of cowry., {ell. The value

T\*"Mmr of moo.
dahs (1‘f A0 scers
each) 12 maunds
24, secrs value of
T{l%}l"ﬂﬂ pEE Too % 06 rupees per C‘indv«{
da . i !
Beehoo's pro.its 100 but  the moﬂer.&bo

percent... .. 25 00 rato of 50 rupees per|
otal .. 50 00 Total .. 50 00 candy is  assumed|
: - ' “in the two }ﬁ"‘"("‘;_]“g
statements whtch are’
prepared to show the»
“weernof cowrles, uy probable profits 537
2 geers of rice per - ‘;
seer  of  chwry. u,m-,.rent perinds, |
Number of moo. © - according to the mqms
dahs of 12 maunds N
24seers, valuoat 1§ of rice, viz., when lt;
, : rupecspermoodah. 18 12 0 . 9 . :
; Besheo's  profits cost 2 rupees pe;r =,
1663 per cont. .. 3L 4 0 moodah, and when it

Total .. 60 00 Total .. 56 00 cost Rupees 14 per:
moodal, as it subse- |

o |
({ll(.Il g }, nas,

of cowrieznow rangres

ice overaged 13 vipees wer Hoodah,

' B8 AT RS, 4. I
To valve of 1 candy By rice paid for 312 .

H
i

paid to tlxﬂ (,opler\.

1

at from 65 to 30/

S o valua of ) candy

srade would 'be'double.

41

}06 “ hen the mn!’Lm valae of coir ikl about 1 ‘izo the p avment
- o 4 W

of Biu seors ol )
cowWrics . .. L. 560 0

Aud tbe pr Aits bﬂ-
came upwards | of
pe

400 per cont.

iy
Tmoaal L. 600 sl

dr

1m. Discontent and decreasin

Forced io raiss it
aguin by &3 percunte

is change, however, soon for: { the Ryj

. RS & B B, A P
""e vmna of 1 v B} rice paid for 312

one seer. of cowrie
and  this mile - con-
tinues il the present
time.  The marginal

o

statement wh@wa the
: profits to be  about
0 0] | Tetal .. 80 00 250 por cent.

£
(>4

L
@ Total ..
.

: . '
*168. The circumstances of thp several is

Fized ratss must bo

mequal, : " Qistance travelled, &c., vary so greatly, hoke
¥ide Hote 30. 't]u' any hxml rate mmt wor’f o :'?:inr-"l" nn-

169. .The revenue derived from this source has, from its nature,

Prohuble . rovenue -becn fluetuating ; for it is influenced by the price
now derived. - of rice and varions locul cirenmstances. Nov are
the existing supplies to a monopoly paid for at the lowest rates, any
rieasure of the capabilities of the shoal#  From the best inforrnation
T could obtain 10 to 1Y candies of cowries yuay he assumed as the
present annual supply from the Laccadives propor, which may yield,
st the present market rate, u profit of 300 to 400 rapees.

170. Relieved from restrictions, industry wonld increase, and the

~

~

171. When fhe monupolv or royalty of tartoise shell was ﬁv'st

Tor-nisa shell. assnmed, 10to 15 seers of rice wuly were riven for

Ratws at which it was each torteise, according to its size and circum-
mon"}mh?ed' Lw:{“ ; this geems to have been the rate #1l ihe

I . ¢



o

ystem than. that wkwh prevaﬂa, or o der a ;vs‘-:-m of *muca which:-
1 orbids supersiitions ordeals and t,he; administrat tion of oatbs to t%m

% ‘“BPEM })Ntles,, " R

991 (AD 1815~16); '1"he commerexa!
value of tortoise sbeﬁ
- ot that time' was ab 2
least 15 rupees aaﬁ

,pound and prﬂﬁt" ~

death of Rajah Layoms; M_
Rs 4. ¥
By value,o‘ 15 seers .
of rice paid in .
. exchange for 1 5.
tortoise, at 2%
rupes per moo- - ’
1 @ ... .. 0109
. B Beebee's profits 7
: . 2,132 percent. .. 14 .6 3

%8, A X

%5 valme of 1
tortoise yielding
st avemm 1} lbs. |
of ,.e]l at 10

- rup 5 par pound. 15 & 0

116 In mht:ca to th.a more goneral beads é{
revenue; na»mma of various cx:swmtma ESE
emcte& e - i =

177, On t’ne mcce' sion of the heir to the Kazee p——which is &
“hereditary office—sa nazeranah of 300 to 5G0 Tapees.,
“is required before confirmation. The Kazee on tha
Becbee's island }emes, in virtne of this *za"er'wm{,, -
conmdera‘n}e contributisns from the peoplo. His fees and . chaims

are said to be heavy, and aro ngoronqu exacted. 'In Ameny, of course,’
no official mzzermmk i3 reqmwl, and the Kazee’ g; fecs. cannot be sam-
mwn?y levied. R T S

average ab l}é lba. of -
shell per tortoise, th
account between th

Total.. 16 00| ' Total.. 15 00
. N.B.~Ten runees pcr pound rnly are taken.. Ths avemge*
'WB... neaﬂy dontle.

"Beebes and the islanders must have stood as |
‘highest price for tice and the lowest market val e for the shell. -
172. The hatural consequence of low prices fi
 Prices are raised and “off and the Rajah Ka.rnﬁr,
fxod st tho prosent the rates to those showr
- nles. -1825 ; and these rates sti’ obtam.,
Ratés fixed in Bajah Kérntr's time and since obtaining. - for {_aii Ond clon
. 1gt Class.—For a tortoize yielding 7 pelluwms shell or: l {cg évéra,ge) forfoisé Tocal tmu aud pnr-
_ 1bs. of shell, ncel moodah 23 seers. N . !ogu. ;_ N
9nd Clasa.~-For 1 torteiee yielding & pollums (1% lbq) of i3 now about O'II‘? :
shel and spwards, tice 1 moodalt. : rise; t
2rd Claas —For a tortoise yielding 4 pollums (1‘ l’t:s) mooaa‘h Of HEao: .
_the average market?

On agpomtmmt of &
K&zaa o B
ik Hot,a 39 ¥/

-1 ,8 A ﬁ-""" hvw o casual revcnue c" tms :i;turé arg the é&zé;.
“ru ok taken foru the chief people on whom titles
“ug Bundes, P Patler, nfala*mee Hor, Cheyu Anje Tjor, -

a} maﬁ local d:f'mgcﬁ are conferred. The origin of these titlea:
';1,5 gpqr\*‘a Iy attributed to the Cherikal Bajah, who, on ‘the early submis.

Bechee's u'nﬁts
606 per cent., at &

4
/3

that the profits 8Os

* ghell and upwards, rice 37} secrs.
. » ) “ " valae of torgpise shell g sion of the people to his puwer, coafem:d them:in order fo conciliste
7 ’ro value ni 1§ 1be. AT By value of 1 moo. ,x—s* by ﬁa-. also falle 'itf.c"}}"g! ‘ﬂm aea yneu, fmd VﬁftfiL"I?FXKEu his influence. - Thbsc dlgmtxes have been |
“;{x:pr:;}:s'up%‘;.:ﬁ 1 50 fﬁ’“ exc:h;:fs ’);.3 and may be taken a.zg ' Vit Kots 37 t;p; up. on the 13eebee 8 islands. - A naweranah
~ | TG 7 supees por pound it ouecin o Tocoh o e Taid, el
- | 1} rupees per o From the msrgmﬂ? o privileges and a right to levv certam contribution
j | mocdah .. 1 80 atement, it 8ppes r‘% 6n the pedple, such as the pick of fish, &c. The precise natura of these,

“exnitions was kept from my kuow;ed«c but their weight is one of the

; TOpoes Der pound 9 0 0 "’dcnved are at Ieas{%

10 &0 _'6 rupeces per pmm .
IR at preqenb rates)

173. Tha ameunt of mwenne now &enved {from this source vames;

put the average Shplﬂv may be toker af i
maun&agnf shell per annumy and the pmﬁts zix;'
6 rupces per pound, may average 3(}11 to 330
Topscs ayear. oo T :

; gnevauces, reasouabla or lmreasoname, Wiuch is urgud by tho People
i :3 small mam was sometzmen "rante& ‘ \

e

- Tcta“ﬁ. 10 0} . Total ..

2 }’fg .i\(!:&tﬂmdh v*mr'mg in 'mmuut acf'or&mg to circumstances, but
Fnema\tm:aﬁifmca -not less than & rupees (4- to the Rajah, 2 t,c- the

. x
eebee, and 2 to the H

ead Kariastan) is exacted
f: :}::;{:‘:““V? 0;‘ sudiences granted by the Reinh.  Other ) er expenses
st 1 end them. A pi . P s,
1 " Wm;‘ ‘ p 603 of dcmn or moodmh of rice ig the return
of this lacrative branch of revenue i3 ;};ﬁ?::m:g ‘

d the pensities for its breach have been ver?

- The moncso’xcs of both cowries and or
ﬁherﬂ

Amcsnt af ras-em:e

. ra.:xb. 3. ) Sl
Fide Nots 3&. S

15{} Sl T : ,

9, 'ﬁm pwpla af ii:}grﬂtm ave skilful pilots, and were fcrmnrly

i:r; i?‘ ad ag f}iﬁus to the Arubian Coast ; and.they

. : "eqaenn ¥ mlot Am {5 fmm the coast till-
ﬁpﬂea fnr t’nn Ion

S fc- tbs . ger ;foyarrej and 5 to. 10

i {Fget Itter “are usughy received. o

- 174. The v:;:ré*e*“-‘mn

“Penaltion of evz,amn ‘an
pevere. sevarb

- toiso shell were abandoned frum tlie first in the Company’s z,,I:mdﬁ,
the people bave become industrious and successful fishers. - e :
©175. The protection of theso petty - monopolies, in- the aco
. tempitation o great, znd where the whole bedy:

soction of thess g
miﬁle‘s hecm:zug the people iZ 1z &uu:d" ‘nterested ip their over
. &Skt th*@v" would be ‘m'm,mbm under 2 jess arF Y,

e

The malimi m 5
mtum lﬁ ﬁ 1‘ 2 .-l LML MATYacr
S ,,) X ’1‘?“” :?l%aq'o; collection on the Besbee’s

1.&': : . ,:‘-.,,»'~’.
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neaweranch which i3 new dxed al 4 ropees
to the Dreebes, 2 to
the lecal Karyakar,

to the Acpountand,

On ﬂli ther }Ll‘d

ring oinsments,

Y

: -Elili!' Tots ,,"L

»

;«!:»Lbuh. -f\. dodt is Hpened 40 obvious a (-buuea Caf
183, The ma,tmtactm'u of ]3 che- de-Mer ‘was mtroaacod s«)me*vha
J‘“weuﬂv bl very successiul” *pnuﬂu ions therein- having been m.l&f:
" there has be«ﬁn ) good deal a%‘cump tlmr)n The Redah cl aims- an
o N - .c',', x“ p;c*wrveq The royalty of holothuria; ant
‘cnm??md' T einreall Lf';uuwtu“s,e,“th & Biche-de-Mer on. his owl
shbs. the \i}sinrf"’m c'cw‘t, !Lr‘x’('l;mz. 8 o nd manuf‘auture
1 The rates pmn
(;, x..n(, gﬁilx)hm{,gu‘,gl

{

f
!
)
{

D N
£ BCoOun
“ For theay u.n"\in M,h ML

hv ﬂ«c‘ /; {’wu

Au.

- . - .

fo about 4 0

the const m
g’.AhU i-’“"’?"h\’

'tr the Dajah from Gea . AT
arable profies were made ; but the impor
ate fallen into disuse, and the people nos
mation on this head, however, was n¢

imported divect frem Bomgal in the Eajal’

L 11 or 3 h

hweco - importea  SHIPS, OT supplied to the zsmudcrfx from 3
ml or sent account of the Rajah., It is imported in band

i three to three and-a-quarfer maunds, th

8 to 10 Tape

L

of which is

}""ﬂlt CORT i3 F

, ared is procurable in Mahé for 12 rapees per bun in
eived in exchange for the tohacco, and the profit
re enormous. On the first introduction of th

aonopoly :md while the higher rates for coir pr
40 40 nds {two candies) of coir wer

TR

Profits an Tebace while ot 2 required per bundy
Sundls of 3 Mounds. of three mennds o

(’)

. RS. 4. P. ~ s
Te valus of two ) By cost of one chip- tabacco.  The state
© Cadies (40 mis.) -1 pomof Dengal to. ment in the mdrgi

“!auu, frei vh':. and

of coir ta.:nn ia .2,
mseinclusive, 120 ¢ Shows the profits 4

one ex 3
3 profits being have been nearls
to. ey genh., or 1 ~
5 Rs. 37 Bs. porwoawnd. 138 00 1,000 per cent,, or '3*
136 0 0 : ; 3
- d000 } - to 40 rapecs po
Total.. 330 00 "\ Total.. 130 0% raund. '

Tates since 1520-30, 188, When in M.K. 1005 (A.12. 1829-30) £l

snd profity therpon.

_lowor payments for coir were introduced, the
" ) A s TE
wcluille Profits on Tobaeeo while ut 8 pT:CE’ was fixed ag 70
of Coix ger Bundls of § Mueunds of meunds (3 candies 1

2

s ‘maunids) of coir pey
B, ®A, A, P, b
T By et of omo bune ' bundle of tobacee
e’ of Bengal to. & which 16 stil}
freight anu ) é .
oses inclusive. 12 0 o stands.  The profits
" o's profits G55 are abouk 500 pe:
o i . per cert,, aboulb 20 g
mammds, ab 20 RBs. Re, por maund ., 63 0 0 cenb., or upwards
per candy ol eoir. “75 00 20 rupces per maund,
Total., 7500 Téal.. 7500 thevalue of coirbeing
' 20 rupces per candy.
, [
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188, Among the moek pe orhidh onn TosH o{' sxisting commercial
e fiseal relations between the Hujuh to the people, and

dﬂg“:“; 211‘1?";;‘;’;"3‘;%;{ of the monopdlics of tobaceo, &c., is the heavy
arising ‘from  Dectesity arrears of balances of account ‘on the books of the
;{‘!J:;;‘:mpg erediy f“”i‘ Rajah against almost overy individual of his Bube
7 ‘. jeots.  Eixercisjug the exclusive right of trade on
thaislands, he dictates his own terms. Monopolizing the whole available
m*zdum of the mundﬁs he alone can” make advances thereon, and he
‘affoctually bars ourﬁudu traders from competition by giving them
vo facilities in rwcﬁfwmg, what thnzr debtors are willing to vmhhcld

enn gob nane

athor articles

The ae

W

acconnt.
of "?scai m.le

ﬂ_:ib}; 5

“e., are 30 large
ucn f‘ﬁ}}"?(‘ t\,
ount agninst the
able baity

r’I;‘:a tg?;e-':t.

:.'J
;L:
.4.,

ot gefa the benefit, but o svatemw
open unbzianced account is very dan ;_\ erous
belwecn the ru 2 r and his subjects, and there is
nicions effecis
: The outery i

people, mo doubt, exag
Ve '
G

¥Vide Mote 43.

wub .wcount-q fer tobuceo, ren
-‘Ldvan("ﬂs to the lower c:aswes
Accounis of ﬂj:zrrens }1“"9 no const- 2"‘1110’ bﬂ'ﬂf") are earried to o
deltakeptontheisind. op the islands, and are ‘kept l;-y the lscaﬁ
ryakars and Accountants, who r:u_-lm them and in cases of diffieulty

Y

&5 and }“3&

ke summary attachraents by sequestration of p property, &e., or make
grrangements for mon thly }nS!&h'll‘I‘fq, A second sob of acconnts 1
Socond #ot consisting kept in Cammanore, This Bookdebt consists of the
nrf ::ucgszi s;i;"mces kept  old outetanding wﬁwﬂ:bﬂ\ on seegunt of advances
' ' made at {Lann orp to the owners of boats, of
?m:emnana to the Rejab, trade accoonts and the Iike. Some debta aro of 20
Ten porcort. ofallgoir  A14 30 years’ standmﬂ'. On account, of the balance
doducted on thisncconnts  Jpe on thig I ok ebt, 10 per cont, of 21l coirim-
ported to Cannanore is now doducrw in making payments. Many pecple

-

1355
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f justice, cruelty of punishment, md arbitrariness of £ confiscation which
re soapt to e:as ud D t) natwc powers, appear ¢ to have found place

1'
1 the islands xcephio egree. -
196, A* the tmn of the conq ot t
: bho oppressive

E“‘.E& Las cunguest.
heiove a part

fh“ ‘c—ireunlsi’an“eﬂ. at the time, bo
cavowed determination to 1’(5]1\':/;’ l monl;qy.ﬁ.y~~0ppw
rud.ue a res spuifsible aﬂd‘e“ﬁctc‘dﬂy controlled British udm

n-these islands ; and ghey dre still managed by the (“'fxmmnun :
Phe despotic m'u‘ci; jlcs of their rule remain nuchanged ; no pretonsion
125 been renmvmuhcd, no claim hag been defined, or velicf given. - The

nterest
LGO'I’E}‘;.

of the . pgcm’-e continue expoescd to tho same dangers and
1 ; fresh restrictions have been inérodaced, a4d the pressure of
1

s
ion

ﬂci ones has been doubled ; sovereigm sutherity is exercised, and judi

LR A

N

rrangements are in the hands of g petty M}.‘_n illah (mu_n who continnes
practxcaﬂy unguided and anont-roﬂed; who stands to the people in tho .
sclation of sovereign, sole monopolist of, and exclusive trader in, the
sroduce of the group. He is further the all-powerful creditor of most
of his subjects individually. Some measure of moderation in the.
wxercisegf pﬁﬁ?er and some abandonment of harsh and viclent punish-
nénts ha%been indirectly wrought by the influence of the British rule,
ot th;w are based on the discretion and fears of uhﬂ rulers only. * "The
iohig of tho people are wholly unprotected.

19 4‘ 'he genernl -administration of the islands has been and is .

T ;

o governmens, -anaged from Cannanore, and, as usual with

Dy whom man Ngcwa rulen\,.tne power has been wielded ac-
TobeNote dd. : (‘nz'dLLff to the it dwudl..ﬂrtv of 1he head of the

wmily ; sometimes by the Rajah; semetimes by a Yellyah (or Beebew
busband) § ‘and sometimes, under o nominsl

control, 1t is really conducted entively by the
stans on thespot.  The rule secms to have been mest despotic and
when wi Cld@d by an able chicf like Bamaly and Kirntr ; and

Local BTVATLE

prossive aud ansernpulous when in the hands of a YGH_‘)’E»‘H or

wome sgent aa.ts g for a Beobev—as from 1777 to 1784, and agaic
mder Hussen Cootty Yellyal (\‘m* has it remained uninfluenced ’hy the
lomestie .‘:5 hlt,h ]ms pecamionally disturbed the 'Eimii‘y. From
f nily and 1"16 'u 4l cd wmystery which i aintained

n-SG.thi s, 16 s ;‘u}pgs, ble to U,,’(Um any fixed
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cllect'oa Low zm.de. Y
«se cured by attachments and confis

is pwisLe& hy finc anc
wwe farther the man

ovasions
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Yt ¥y

B iR ggten
;
. 0.
e an g ¥
3 private proper- Vide Roto 47. ﬁ o i
w thorefrom

ties and trade, unmdwm 2 perguisites. .

co L
203. The system is thovorghly bad and dangerous oven vaider tlm

The ’razﬁmler‘ﬁ of the lors

wig Beon made i isint rigorous control;
L 7} en made a gource of | Remerks on the sys. IMOSt vigi hnt disinterested and vigorous control;
rand Accountant pay fine

I‘(.,V T,

Ap“‘n*in‘»lr-m:t confer- em, but when, as in this case, »"‘“periuieudeme 18 neces-

3

)

(“""‘"”"‘”""" ) onap 193”‘“3’3“”51 '“‘d t‘h? s-:alm'y be.i.ng arily greatly weake neq bv -A“,, ARCe a 1(1 a naturally térr}v communination

Al cobas tw*m bus the changed .fpe}i;;ry ;;f ihe | 204, Bituations on hhesa dxs:zmtmands ar bv 10 Means cov Lh*& by
T Re peE No wmeacs taken to TeSpectable persons on the coast,and whilercason-

PHARGIE i duca,d t11e : ender it edicisnt. able terms alone could induce such perscus to

sroceed thither, it is unnecessary to point ont ihat no-sacrifice is- made
or expense incarred. by the Cannanore fam:}y
to secure ordinary ability, integrity, or eflicigney.
A few isignders alone find their account in taking appointments under
wed system.. Tho very first duties of o ruling power are
nd the rights and-aflections of the peorfe, as well as the
osts of the ruler, are sacrificed to short-sighted parsimony.
i\amplé opportunity of becoming acquainted with both tho
system aud the individuals: and I consider the
M whole ‘administration unworthy and lna(uquam,
"\\'\omuner tion. uanu«l burdensomo fmd upjust, and

+ of abase and oppression, ) :
.3 that one of the manifestations on tho part of the.
" peoplo of their determination to resist the Canna-
has been ovineed by mm’muﬁmﬁ* fnmr
tribute
of Eowreaty

h, on receix Vide Hote 45.

-
farthor } }fmw
¢ ol 24 yuced:

“ tu.

tn'

shis wret
1eglected,\y
orivate inie

Acr-oum ant per annumn
The Perwana must be rencwed on every,

15 o6 \Lm" )
and h)d{ ¢ the eamo fine, and this 1 learnt ochyrs %3103@ !
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igh in

coir, (,-1]
-‘l:{ze, mﬂk a "’d‘ltbt‘ uf CV-‘rm
and an ﬁ 0{' th

;ZLs

The peoaple of Agavy have

none {or mors thay twa j"»ems.

In Agaty.

In Kowraty. “have, I beliove, followed the -"{;un_pi y3 and the

] deaolation of Androt and Kalpenmiy ander thewr
lavy no loager possible. itis ot

L:ﬁ the ;m yple

s Gortain cegse : . s
Gurtain ce ' fo'np]a‘“ biiterly of
wines even to the B "L}T that the

nade by the Karvekars and Aceonntan Ls. ¥ HIT.L f_w ara Eevied. on ! v o . 4 i

B . - 1 sdeproursto ot up  EYELOIN I8 Y0 longer tous Cmn ov adviga 3,{»3. Fndea-.

‘Li xtu"‘e sluce wm,a are, L L & tm\ adiui-
g i !
Ae m;aﬂ't’ fepsequal 201, The Accountant receives in every case a fee |
“h of puzeranuba. or contubut}ou equal to one-half of that exacted by |
{aryakars; and the Nadpals ( (village runners), whose pay is from 1 to 4 i
i

beve sl ooahs of rice each per annum, have certain claims

Wadpals
e, , ‘on the people of the same nature.
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Xo rle or record.

procednre ; no record ot triuls or proceeding

- -: Y.‘(l]llu

wnd ponishment.
Yot
Nate 51,

taken place in Is.r-v,.my ghout
. 3
shonid bave boen Brong ‘,' s

= 210 1’meh men 'by death aud mutilation were both practise

Vunishment. ~ formerly, but have fallen into Jisuse since the
Prds Note 52. i Company’s rule was established. Heavy fines and

Fincs and forfeitare.” frfoiture wore and still are inflicted. Heinous

rimes, gross breacles of fiscal re:ﬂhwtmnw and offences "arm,mst the

&

" was put into practice in Androt. It is a remn:;nt' of t

nre ont the will of the Rajah or
swetion of the local servants and principal
people.  There seems to be no preseribed rule of

9

arc referred for '-701‘ o Cannanore, aud there
Are ’—zr*:n‘»n"-‘ﬁ on thr\ is}.fmﬁs

L]
53
* ¥

R jab's proyorw—~ such as embezzloment and z"len-w}vav'e been visited
by that peculiar s pecies of wholesale confiscationy

Kowrachy. alled Kowrachy f?n ng robbery— term locally
cribe-piratieal i ingursions aud nh se onomalons r‘.cmﬁisr-qhﬂn .
wnder gic arly aggravouny

ndencies into robellion in 1784

since in individual cascs. And

rism of mﬂv times; and mx.smts in su;’td v surrounding tl :
% : .
dolinquent by a mob of persons who vwlemlv CAITY 8WAY every

b contains, stripping the females of their ornaments, &o., and con-
iting the whole property for tho Rajah’s venefit, .

211. The punishruenss now c;ueﬂv in use seem to bo confiscation and
: fines in coir, These latter are {requently carried

35"'?!9..3.' , - N . . -
! to account, and become bock debls, Uﬁmp:—:rﬁa
. wil the rates of the Compa izlands, where the commulbation price

is one maurd of coir per rupee thL fines of the Cannanore fslands arve

high. The form of punishment is, however, mild 1 its nature.

212. Petby ¢ ¢ivil matteras are inquired into on the complaint of tho
parties by the Karyakars and priucipal people;
\‘ and settled chiefly by oath or arbitration, Such’
--m?*tér ag (_;\vng within his cognizance, are adjudged by the Kazee. The
peup e gomy ,‘\ ain much of the corruptness and inefficiency of the whole
- 501 of civil justice.
21‘?6@ -rthha""‘” cun\lder&ble fees or exactions are levied in these
; . s, but the rates seom discretionary; and in
answer to my-inguries, the practice of various

" givil.

cases

Karvakars was cited, and appaarcd to differ greatly. Some had required
cre mound of coir and from one parny ouly; others had taken more and.

§11at from both parties ; and some had required cash fees of considerable
amount. Generally it secws clear that both Karyakars und Mookyastans
requiro somet Lma- but how far the exactions nre anthorized 1 aid not
learn. None are, I believe,garried Lo the Rajah’s acconnt.

914, Matters of difference between the Rajuh and the people—such
Wiscal mattera. as elaims founded on the ';/v_...,mom right of oll waste.
Tids Note 53. land—sapnear to have been very s mnm"';lv asttied
T‘u“.ihe
ot 1t1m

o have learnt to resist some of
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" ‘cable, is muuh npt‘(itud.

T ..
-allusion §6 it, a3 1 was unable to visit the island moscl
1 sl

- facts, but the island of Mina acoy,
" that group, and w.

- Cannanorc family. -

) guarily vn'l‘!’ﬂ] 9 ]
suramary procecdings, the same o(zt}' az.ﬂ ordeal, th

detection and search, aﬂ& the same pa :m and penaltie
i all cases. :

i b d 3 . . - . “ ..
217. Smuggling of monopolized articles has hitherto been rare ; for a

i awrerfn] v
Somggiivg, ,puwe?ml prestige was established from the first by
Lo sevonity of punishment, and many practical fmpe-
c’umentq -conspire” to sid the maintenanco of such restrictions—so long
) 5
' Fite Nato 55, § i‘s the bulk of the peopls are
o i . These are u}xe? :mmﬂsfnr!
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itle velating to
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sunposcd to be of

Tha people of Minacoy and Mald

2 oawa AT
SAYe AQ

ingalese '»
. retain that Ia,nﬂ'uwo and {he Cngfnma of trmt‘.
historyiof ﬂ:e. M@ldwes I Was unable to gather any =
it is said, for‘mr}v formed a part of

a3 either conquered from or ceded by the qut‘m to the,
1 did not learn the date of ih 8 acquisition, but the -

General I‘emarks

Prople: " OF "t
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Rajah n{' Cannanoze seems to have sent expeditions from fime to time
¢erainst the Maldives (the last, a successful one
(m“u o the life of Bamaly, who died in A.D. 1777),
and probably at one time lev,“d o small tribute from she Saltan,
- 220. Minacoy, 1 am told, i3 a long, narrow island,
Information relatiss miles in length by .abc.un‘halt a mﬂqubma‘d ;
to  the - island and fairly peopled, but imperfectly planted: The
people. © coral reefs around the island are extensive, and
abound with fish, cowrics and tortoise. I could obtain no statistics
of the population (probably 2,000 persons), trees, &e;, but 1 under-
stand that it is a fine island. The people are congregated in a village ;
and either do not, or are not allowed to live in the topes of the mhmcl
_as on the Laccadives. They are enterprizing traders, and bold and
skilful fishers. =
22L If my information be correct, the fiseal system of the island is

Vide Note 56.

: pears to have been counfiscated and appropristed
ab an early period by the Cannanore furnily, possibly in right of conguest.
But according to ancther statement made to me,
. this confiscation was for rebellion and the massa-
cre of the s Cannanore public servants (an act said to have been per-
Rajsh claizt laxd- petrated more than oncé). The Rajah of Cannanore
lord’s rights. : cLums a jonmows or landlord’s rights over the
entirc® 1:1: ¥4, and holds and preserves the whole plantation. The
The ayﬁ% oureneq.  Dabitations are restricted to one spob I believe,

’ i " and the plantations are closed to.the people except
on-ceriwin days, when the public servants proceed with the whole
populatiou into. the gardens and cut the ripe nuts. FEach inhabisant
then takcs a certain nuwmber, probably ten nuts each; and the rest
are taken to the Beebee’s godown, and there sold to the people. T have
heard that nuts occasmnallv fetch 15 to 20 rupees per 1,000 in Minacoy.
The husks of the .nuts are retailed for manufacture to the islanders by
the Pandaram at a cexmm price in coir or cash. . Some few trees are
‘Jeased-to the principal people ; but even the meera, it is said, is drawn

and the ;ao'gory mannfactared on account of the Ra 3111 of Cannanore— .

by whom it is vetailed for horno consuraption and export trade.  The
plantation is renewed and kept up on the Rajah’s account, and’the

people are not permitted to plant for themselves. The islanders have,

. thercfore apﬂar@mly, litle or no interest in the bogk.md their whole
. encrgy is turned to trade and fizhing.

292. The whole_ surplus produce being in the Rajah’s hands, the

People buy the pro. People must buy it from his godown. Coir is made
ducs of tho Jsland. up from the husks of ‘their own allowsance of nits
aud of those bought from the Rajuh. “This coir—there is no monopoly

- of coir; but a small poll-tax of one-fourth of a maund per head, alone

4

ahout =six -

peenliar.  The entire pluntation of the island up- |

o
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v, which they pUchaue
ol mzd beng’ﬂ
» monopolized, but 1

abteined. U1 bey are

£ 1
G(*i; to 4, f)ﬁ) rupees worth of
annually exported.

225, Duties sre said 4o be levied ot tho same rate as in t"h«.:"Lz;x.gca-
i 4 per cent. on all ex xports and 10

, &o., imperted. ‘

saiims carry on & considerable-

wde, from which their 131'01’3!‘,; 8 are good
ol are very suporior to the Larca-
nd about August each year with their cargoes

ot colr, nuty, ,aggc xd dried fish, &c., and proceed to the Maldives
and Ccyls n, where the dried {ish ig e wchanged for other articlos fitted

for the Caleutts market. Thither they proceed with eoir, &e., and,
disposing .of them, supply themselves with rice in cheap mm'l.eti
of the Armmn (mm,‘st ‘They retain sufficient rice for hom(, CONSUMp; |
tion, and dispose of the rest in Ceylon and Maldives, It appears that
rice, though not indigenous, is the staple consumption on this island.
237, Not having witnessed the working of this syssem, f can merely
state that the impression which 1 hilve formed,
from what I heard and what was admit L‘“ﬁ by the
Kariastan who accompanicd wme, is that it works tadly. The Unnpancee-
family hdﬂ bf:e:u ‘m ous tﬁ change 1t-——ba prabahl-v w;th(mt relieving

G

Probebly works ilL

no mg,:m»t of the Bee from this is huﬁ.&,
ot be erht 1 th,_, wers eon
Minacoy were
seer the ease for many v vears,
sably flling off,  and thb revenue drawn from  the island huve
Note 8. fallen off. 'The system is, from its nature, ovo
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hine 156 )f‘

fitable only under efficient *ud powerful | {‘ort"(‘l and
no J-su} 14 1‘;3 direci waight is effactually evaded 1 by frand and c.1uhnneﬁtv
The people have become rich through an Pzﬁnr}w'gum- trade. They visit
roany snd distand ports, and are, itis said, very | ndﬂpmw(»nt in fecling.
The Lmu nanore influence i3 decreasing; for distance lessens control;
and as the trade of the people takes the dircction of Ceylon and Bengal,
smagghng s not caaily detected.  Tho mterzmi
administration is suid to Lo eimilar to that of the

Administration.
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*y i admizted that . j4 The Rariastan % jﬂ," acc Jmpmmd a8
10,000 rupees are below  admitted, however, that the Government lias never
‘the moiety stil. .
be molety , received more than o moicty of the net profits,

235. 1 think generally that the present Bscul system i3 no less
detrimenial to the prosperity of the people

- than short-sighted as a financial measave.» While
the way in which it has been worked, has cansed complete and
ivnvcrbdl antipathy of the people towards the rule of tho Cannandro
Houze. Measures of relief such as will enable
the people to develop and make full use of their
resources are urgently called for. The effect of the system on the
’ industry of the people, and the quality and quantity of the coir'thay
manufacture—and poszibly also on the popalation whl h is from 30 to
50 per cent. below that supported by & similar
: number of trees and extent of land on the Com-
pany’s islands—has Leen bad Wat T have little doubt that wnder

a better syst“m, and under the direct government of tle sz;pa.}‘*,: 1
h bt Litle

The rame revenws ; ir 1slands shall

. might be got urder Yave recoversd frowm the offects of fiscal and
- bettermanagoment. financial error and ignorance. The Company’s
¥.B—Androband Kal- o3, 0 9o which in extent and capabilities cert.cun}y

penui monststand on the
debtor side for many do not exceed one-fourth of the Cannanore pos-

C*nernl remarks,

Belief called for.

Fide Noto 20,

that the people now seck might be granted to them,

Jduninution in the revenne when t

FRATE. . R [
: gegsiong—are now yielding an annual revenue of

Jompany’s islands . s et : .
wil?h? ;,gmiie o 8,000 rupees with easo ; out subjects are well paid
Yenue. and gatisfied ; and ars envied by their neighbonrs

under native manmmmmnt If required I shall bo prepared to submit

Qe

Wy Views morg ful]y on thig point.

256. An wppvndn to this Report will be fonnd, in which T have

Review of the oficial thrown together and arranged 2l that sppears on

records, - record relative to the Cannanore Laccadives,
A, extending over a period of about six years—1792
to 1798.

237. Tt appears that the local oﬁ‘icerq carly became aware that the.

Farly setflement with pl'mmpal revenues of the Canpanore lamily, which
theBoebeoof Cannanore.  weore estimated in the schedule appended to the
treaty of Seringapatam «t 50,000 Canter roy Hoons, wore drawn n'om the
Laccadives, and they considered that, in right of conguest, the Govern
ment should participate in the advantages 1f they &3 not tuke possession
.. of their terriforics altogether, A plea in barof the payment-of revenue’
(which proved to be grouudle and collusive). was. scb up, and though
it was not allowed any weight by 1ue-unmt Commissioners in coming {o
& settlement with the Le chee of Cannanore, still thet settlement wiy
delayed by the evasive conduct of the Becbee till 1703, I theu became

Il
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nord accomplishment , attho 1gh of courze, iufB sbee would expect zome corn-
. i H
the oo pensation for *‘1(. loss of the rench of her commerce.
o + . .
em iz, I upeos ‘_0 {-j} By Governor in by "h Governor i Couneil of
b e, the Joint Commissioners) Counell of Bombiz. Bombay, t - auopoly
a year, },m\r cuzlly on account of the of trade, andl the cm‘iwmm of oppression and sbuses of : :hsn{n; Wers

erds«e&bv ‘rLe Governor- Gme~ralm Council, under -

tv»o }L‘&l‘ﬁ W1 ich had ela apae 3 since the cm‘quest——« k Ordered by Govsrnor- <
making “ herab tLe same time enter into a written General in Couocil. date 27th July 1795. The Honorable the Court

Apprpvvu by thc‘ O, - . PN P
the laccadives to be o e tho Gomrs of  ¢f Directors expressed theiv catire approval of

m’t of the Commissioners Directors. - this order under date 1st March 1797, The deter-
This agreement wad mination of the Sn.prmne Giovernment was communicated to the Beebes

) . ¥, Ty & . + TUOR U N
season being far advanced, Nogesiation to obtain {f Cannsa more in uapt.v_;lnbez 119:')_. And while
1ed m defer ths ex ung[}_a{;;g! of the islands till sfter tho ponsent  of Buebes of Hom‘molu— J. Duncan, Governor of Bombay, was

Capnanorre. - oo the coast in the latter end of the same vear
stepss were baken to bring about the consent of the Beebee of Cannanore
to the introduction of the Company’s Government.  The negociation wag
afterwards entrasted to Clolonel Dow, who found ler very unwilling
to resign “her antbority and introduce free trade.

& %"Ltiena nb of
1 respe

. & o1
i li}ﬁx"m, itﬁ‘ T yaar

243. From the records in the Political Departient it appears that so

arly as 96 it he ore ¢lear that snother i~
] o 97D Mk 1704 Po‘ziﬁcal Liffe mtiw. ‘ ermri y as '17.6-1t, had ]i(?COY.UC (,km? tha't apothel g01}1
gateq @il Jtureh L’E & ' sion' with Tippoo Sultan was inevitable, and the
y tha ztnse and nrodoee. ’
1 the stae and g ‘;"‘” . fxdehty of the Beebee of Cmm‘mme was impugned by the Rajah of
ling ay to ‘r‘ iy fufues

roview of tho repoert of

I o1

n6 L

lﬂ"l'[

15

N ~*1 Coorg—on grounds which the local officers failed to substantiate.
ently of th FILEerE
V {s,  He vizited ther . 244 Dunng 1795-96 much difficulty ocenrred in the reatization of the
. md report in April Furlher  terporory < FCVERUe sssessed on the confinental properting of
s time Tnformabion as Lo the foclings] arrongewents  under the Camnancre fawmily ; on account of certain
. Y which 15,000 ruapescs ] PO S SR SR S A
) sod © in strong terms the ‘wovs arrauped a5 annual 1}1}1(}\].11«.!@(1‘ and mdu,,»hmi;g claims nrged }):. the
»:ml aof the Beeboe had jumma, the seques- Beebeo of Cannancre. ‘,{.‘c(pub an eod to these »
] ’ wraticn of the Taceasiive 4.0 c o ) " b i
ho sureender of Canna- heing contemplated  Gibicuities the local Comumissioners determined
-uJ: ay Hm ]wl’]ds n 1 therein, ~ to make the Bocbee of Cannanore enter into a

“written agrecment as to the amoupt of rovonue she was snnually to

thut from ,
pay for the future, ~ She was at tho same timo. requircd definitely to

nep along o

1.
313




o ]
"};"I‘ia‘.fi'liipaish the claims in respect to malil-hunah, &e .., which she pretendt,d %
#had been doubiful. And the Commissioners (‘fm,{ullv reserved th@é :
right to sequesier the Laccadives for the sole use and ‘bencfit of tha ;
Uompany, in acosrdance with the g wreerwm entered into with the Tmrt?
. Commissioners in 1793, whenever it might bo resolved on. Az agree- }
te this-elfect was executed on the 28ih Uetober™ 1796. The§
asinly fo the rovenue to Del
HIONS Gl t.Li; coest, and as the f\ﬁum ofd
were still under consideration the provisional amount |
gpnyya,l:; leas a moiety of the alloged profita from them continued unaltered, |
pnd 15,000 rupees per annum was sottied ‘ay the rate fo be paid in the
mesutime, S!lbjﬁ‘d: to coafirmabion.. - ' j

“ment

ierociations of this period bad referenco
pad on the territorial posses
the Laceadive

2 245, Tho Jovernor of Bombay in buu,."r'ﬂ having, in the meantix mo,
written to the lecal officers to urge enrly mmswws’

* This arvongement i

_ eobeonlivmed, bob vien-  tg carry ont the abolition of tho monopulv of trade; /
be carrying ouk PR ,

Tiotal abalition of 0., did not express an opinion on this ldtﬂrvmuno‘ .

ho Atpni offor drged . yomeement when ﬂnimnt od to him.  Tu a letter of}

16 Joca JICOTE,

. . 15th November 1796, hpwever, that Gove rnmuntg

recommends the Commissioners to avoid any measure likely to lessen,”

the degree of uttachment of the Beebeo towards the Government.  The!

Cfurther negociation, with a view to inducing the Beebes nf Cannanorg ,},
to accede to the det@rmll::‘.hon cd the (z-m*ov‘nnr Hexwral and Hcm Hf 1
o

;Counrt of Direvtors, was
Dolay—iho resnit of in ]"Pr;uzm:.m“ 1/%; bat }ze mrpears to hqva, tamerm
“the aegoeiation, no steps in the matter heforo Augnst 1797. Hu,
“ (the Northern Superintendent) then fonnd every argumont which he, -
used to prevail on the Beebee of Cannanore 'to tnter into the views ff?
fhe Government aad throw open the trade, h‘lllﬂ&m. She cven dcme«lx

wphterfupe of the I bhem reportpd p:"vny to the agreement ‘vmh, -

Bocbue of Cannancre. - ghe Joint Commissionsrs in 71793 in reference to
the sequostration of her Laccadive possessions.  She was almost equa“y"
averse, he said, to the introduction of the administration of justice, bab}
assonted to the measure on coudition that tho Courts should not!
ok , intorfere with the monopolics. She Was now mlm.:,,,
Corceseions. ‘he zdded, that the (mvemnwnt should appomtz
whomsoever they thought proper to administer justice under whatever | ’
Et‘:e‘uinfmm might be deuned noceszary ; and assented to the reside nee
af a pu‘aon on the island for tw, elye mflntlw in uu} r that the reso .q‘s

i N

L
might be fully ascerta ained. 3
246. The subterfuge of the Beebce of (Janmmur{' I"’l&tl\'& o tneg
agresment of 1793 was exposed- by the Bombay 2 ..
quhuﬁm?e exposed. Guvermment in their letter of the 21st Oclobery

¢ in the record:

..a g

e

of the Dewnn Cuicherry of .&T ,n;;bd?r.

A. craizor was, hmve"ur phcc

sama veasous for

-+ the appendix desirable.

1
the disp posa

ceeub iuL i;‘lb pre

sures as {ur as the
tiad been obtuined,

time that it wight ko
it to avoid takin ng o mwi
n""g‘ the war with Frinee, as

anueh more than now, io

the ins;:z‘i s und dep

Deferred for want of
a competent officor,

of aa i
2:47. ms to hove
Political diflcuity ap the regnl

i
iervening bhe matter

aﬁama of the lang

s

*}-v matier 1s in .mbi‘)d'l 2 to this day. Tiu:;

but in o much

aggravats ed form,

248, The whole ¢

Attentive pernsal of currospondence  meribs attons
tive perosal. ,
249. I have also, with a view to bringing the entire matter under ono

Adds an sprendix on  view, prepared a separate summary of the arrange.
the subjecs -uf conpens
satiop siiowedto Beghes
of ‘iannanors from the

a compensation for the Canava Islands, to which
Ar:,e(”;;]fffz % A. Y have strached extracts from all the official papers
miﬂﬂz’gl?&?’nozyféfu;’ be:;ring‘ thereon. .t} shor.t summary of the ﬁs:;gd
warked B. and police system of those islands is alscappended.
250. Peolitical reflections may be out of place here.  Suffice i, how-
- ever, to say that the Cannanore house is virtually
Pu' tical consideration
jspariiy in comparison® T8 mdependeni unwatched and uncontrofled
%2552:..“1191‘ Melabar  ypler-of these islands, and manage at diseretion
their fiscal, judicial and police admmmtmtmm
The family believe, or at -least inculeate the idea, that they ure,
as regards these islands, the indepeudent feudatory and ally of the
Hor mmble Company. The dangerous relation of the ruler towards
the people, as monopolist trader, sovereign, and creditor has becn
pointed oub. As regards the early provisional settlement with the
Cannanore family, it was much tho same as those which wers made
_with the Ra J‘lh of Malabar in general, gdurin;r the first years of our rule.
But those quinquennial scttlements fell in; and the concessions (very
similar to those now practically en]oyed by 1Ko Beebee) . which
Mr. Farmer had improperly made to the Northern Rajahs, “by which
the right of the Company had been, with little limitation, given up,”
¢ Governor.General to have long been rovoked® even ab the risk of
Government of Bombay, recourse to codreive measures, and the efficient,
dated 23th May 1794. - prwerful, and equitable administration of thoe

ment nnder which the Beebee of Cannanore enjoys ™

P

ad



*the prople may by relieved from much i

its subject which it may be in my power to afford.

61

Company has been substituted for the jrregolar and wesk or ba

- b
snd domineering rule of Native Princes throughout Malabar. It is
curious to conbrust the aceidental position of our foe with that of our
allies in the same war and She position of these islanders under a grasp-
ing und ignorant rile with thut of their fellow, :w:ubjec%s on the coast.
25159 veuture to think that the Hacal arrangements of these islands
) ‘ “demand early attention, wasteful ay they are of
the resources of the islands, destructive of all
motive to.industry -and exertion ; fraugrht too they ave with defection
ol the

artilicial-toeme, My impression is that time being allowed for the re-

(tenurel on the gyetam.

feelings of the people, and creative of moral degradstion and

cavery of the islands frow their proswrate state, n very veascuable
revenue night be derived from them ;

ub at the samo time:
al 15 evil in their present state.

i § Coye N B 1 B s " T
2562, Feeling of aversion on the pact of the poople towsrds the

Fealing of tho people, C:gn.nzmere rule, hos from "r,he first be‘fgn 'ru{;s!;»
. decided, as appears from Licutenant Bently’s

zeport, and the declaved unwillingness of the people of the. Canara
Telanda to beeome ngain dependent on thut. family in 1799, This aversion

hus grown in bitterness under the increasing burdens of the fiscal rule;
and tie contrast which the equitable and liberal policy of the Govern-

ment towards thab portion of the group which hud thrown off the rale,
has aggravated the hatred. Defection of the people is unanimous:
And of their debermination to force o change, T have very liftle doubt,
scarcely add that the syropathy of the Canars Islanders
npethy folb with &bd of the Moplas on the coast has tended to

enhance the feeling. -~ , L

> Ol
Do)
~

254. The peculiar position of the islands and the influence of the
Cannanore family have kept down these mutterings for many years;
but the people have now made themselves heard, and they will push the
matter till.they obtain full redress. Tho pesition between the people”
and the Cannanove family is now that of plaintiff and defendent. X

235, 'The fanily of Cannanore makes the retention of their rule over
those islands a poinb of honor. But it is one to which the interesty of the |
people huve heen too-long sacrificed, conzidering the close and mer-!
cenary spivié which has characterized their sdmivisiration.

256. Leaving the subjoct to your mature judgment, and claiming for
it culy thot early and considerate attention which-the condition &f the
people ealls for, I close this paper with the assurance that Lskiall be happy
at all times promptly fo snbmit, if required, any further information on

[P

I have, &e., | 4
- W. ROBINSON, {

{Sigued)
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\LLUDED TO IN THE DIFFERENT PARA-
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GRAPHS OF THE REPGRT.

ar turtle is sbundant on the Laccadives, bhut prefers the uninhabited
Note on para. 16, istands and open shouds.  The green furtle ’is by far
Turils and tortoise. the wore numerous, perhaps thres or four to -one
ove 5o thao the tortoise.  Both are destroyed whenever they can e tuken
ere—the green turtle for his blubber (tho flash is unclea
Faod to Mussalman), the tortoise for the sheil. Th
favourile haupts seem to be the islands of Bix

where the water is deep and lagoon extonsive and fine
dha

e

7 tho island

44
&

Heunts,

vy
i,

s . their traces are very numerous, Subely also abounds in turils.
ut both these islands are pzeser'md, and fishermen must obtain leave tu go.
‘alponni has several small uninhabited islands adjacent to it, Wh.ieh are
ecquented by this creature. They are occasionally taken on all the islands.
The people of the Cannanore Islands scldom 'nfaka, as (1-0 the Company’s
Want of induccment islanders, regular expeditions to distant haunts to
| Capmanore Jelands.  take the tortoise. A single tortoise which is worth
) rupees in the market, remunerates tHese"» for sc‘?eml days’ !abqf ; but the
sople of the Cannanore Tslands realize but Rupees 1-8-0, or about two days’

‘re of 2 boat's crew, _ -
The labor of fishing i very great. When observed (tho head of the tor-

- toise is small) he is followed up, and, if possible,
, harpeoned ; if not, they-are watched inte licles in the
scks and dived for; the bite is severe. They arc occusionally taken, though
M. B.-~The tortoise has - YEIY Wary, when on shore laying their eggs. The throa
} scales of various sizes, 1agt days of the moon are said to he those on which
?gh};wj;;‘gi ; ltoto L]ﬁg they generally come to land. The eggs are nof
Tomess and ugo. much eaten by the people, though not forbidden by

the rulos of the Faith. ‘

. The Cowry i8 a littlo shell-fish which clings to the leose coral stones in
shoal water, not oxceeding threo or four feet deep
Cowry. .6t Jow water. The fishing days are those of neap-
Besort. tides when the water is very low, Tho stones aro
irned over and the live cowries collected ; they gre then buried for some

Mode of fishing.

Note cn para. 17,

< time in dry sand, washed jelean, and picked. = The

Mode of fishing. fishing is laborious, and Jperformed generslly by
women who wade up to their middle.

Cowry beds should be fished regularly ovce a month, ‘as the collection of
e cowry dopends, in & great measure, on turning over and loosening the
ones. .

The shoals of the Canara Yelands are, inferior as cowry beds, but mer-

ants from the coast go there and make advances for the cowries at ths
5 ’

&

islands on which they lay their egge-are uninhubifed. On

]
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current market rates. On the Beebso's islands cowrios are monnpohzed A,
The weights and candy contains eight m})lﬂm. of 39 seers each, or
MOASTTES UBLG all, 312 seerg (50 to a robbin of 1'10(‘) The poox.e-,st
classen only ougage in the ﬁ%l.w*y the Bechee’s island, and, nt the price
paid, the Subely beds cannot s ﬁmed The tishing of Bingarait, Tingaram

beds s not quﬁm voluntary, Cowries are got on all the m ?udsr but

the q*l&:xh* ¥ varieg according to the circumetance of the shoul.
3. Tripang, umhu-.le-uier! _pade from the holotharia, or sea-s]i ‘&, was first
Noto on pars. 18, monufactured about 16 yoars ago, whiS a Fronch
Tripang. erew spoent some weeks off the group making Tripang:
History thereol on  Lhey had Malnys on board:  The speculation proved
{hes6 islands, successful.  Sgme Mopillahy from the coast then
engaged a Malay and made J_mpa ng Which sold well in Penang, and sinco
then there has nmn a ;::Cod deal of competition. T)l‘ws*w of 80 rupees pox
;:m-l" have been got for Laccadive [;qmn , which ia said to be of superior |
quia hty The sea-glug is fished, gutted, then purboiled,
dried in the sun or over a yvoml fire, and allowed to
be out in the dew for several nights. The loss of weight before it gets to:
the market is gaid to bs 25 per cent.; 2,000 slugs average a candy. Onthe
Company's islacds the people have the necossary caldrone, &e., .md manu-.
facture Tripang for mnwbaglts who 1make advances. On the Canna 20070 ‘
Islands the sca-slug iz szmr'tlv preserved by the Beebes, :
Note cn para. 19, 4. I h,ﬁfe little l\nuﬁlﬂc.fr’a about amborgris, bt 16 .
Amlbergcis. is exceedingly valuable :md rigorougly monopolized.
5. The position of the islurds under the lee of their respective shoals and’
Nuté on para. 23 the substratum of Hmo-stone lead to the conjecturs,
Remark on the forma- that these islands are formued by the fuller dwrxlnp-,
tion of the dsland, ment of the coral formation under the vatural break-:
water which the shoal itself congtitntes. '
This lime-stone: iz tho material generally uqed in makmrr suh%anf,xal
dwellings, and is the cause of the dryness of the soil. "Wero tlus substratumy;
wanting, as in Suhely, Bingarem, Tingaram, and Betra, the soil is low a.nd“ K
damp and sweet water is wanting.
. There i3 a marked difference in the climate and full of rain on the.
Note on para. 24. different islands, the coastward island fvll.]ﬁ_)'xngl' “rhe)
Diderence of climate. cooler und damper climates, ;
7. According to the tradition preserved, the earliest sottlers on the islands
Kote on para. 2. lafs Corangalore to follow and recall the lnst Permal -
Tradition of tho peopls  £FOM Mewa as the only person who would he ablo to
of the early cocupation  restore Malahar to peace—disturbed as it hecame- by
of tho island, - pelty wars, afler his departure. And they beliove
that Namboodel (Malabar Bm’hmmb) acepmpanied the expedition, The
expedition was wreekod on the ielands and ¢ fnmu.ﬂly poupled itho group
and introduced the vocoanuat from the eoast. To the cnergy and entorprise
of the first zettlers they atiributo those. extensive excavations called fofam:.,
8. Ameny and Xowraty are the principal idands of the group, and wers K
Note on para. 97, oecupied by the higher casts immigrants. They
Tomarks oo the rela.. Soem to have ruled all the Melachery or low-caste
tiva position of the islands, Tti is remarkable that Hindu :-asieprejudwe -
“13'“15' hus lived thrcugh 600" years ; for to this day it is:

Blunulactire. &o.

37 &)
considered discreditable in any of the better classes from a Tarwat Ieland to
Melachery Island and live on a Melachery Island. TIn dist tributing  the
ths objoction of othersto  surplus population of Androt and Kalpenni this
settlo there. | prejudice was found an almost unsurmountable cbjec-

' tion with some of the better classes to going to the second-rate island.

9. The people can still point out the high-caste fumilies of their res spective
islands. Ameny has four such families still extant,

Not para. 28, :
ote on. par called N4l Umyér, of whom the chief were the Tan-

'dambellv and Porkar family, the former the Kazee family, the latter the

chief land-owner. )

10. The total change which took place by tho conversion of the entire popu-
lation to the Islamhas tended in a great measure to
offacé the recollection of matters rolfmnw to their
history while Kafirs, but of their conversion they retain many 1radxt10ns.
Their conversion en masse took place about 600 years ago. Mumba Mooly-
aka, the first teacher, was a pure Arab, and is affirmed to have’ appeared
miraculously in Ameny, where his doctrine met with much opposition. At
length he secured one female convert, a member of the Pandambelly family,
with whom he procceded to Androt, where, he succeeded in converting the

Tradition preserved whole population. The conversion of the other
about the conversion to islands followed very rapidly. Kowraty claims an
tho Mussalman faith.. Arab teacher of its own. Androt, the scene of the
first success of the Tslum, contains the grave and shrine of the early saiut,
and has always been Iooked on as a holy island. It is usual 1o this day to
repeas the fatéah whent it is sighted by boats passing to and fro.

The Kazeeship of the chief islands has heen kept hereditary in this stock.

Note on para. 31.

In Audrot in the direct line of descent from Mumba Moolyaka, and in

Ameny and Kalpenni the Pandambelly family and branches furnish the
Kazees, Tho present Kazee of Androt is supposed to be the twenty-second
who has held the office in direct line from Mumba Moolyaka. By this
test the date of the gencral conversion seems reasonably accurate.
* 11. There is a tradition that the Portuguess settled and built a fort in
' Noto on para. 33, - Amuny.(tho walls and ditch ey still be m‘aeed)., the
Trucition prescreod on central island of the group. How far they established
the group of the ﬁéd, their rule X could not ascertain ; but the attempt to
g‘;’;”cbe}:g’f‘ the?ot;lat ‘® possess themselves of the group was carly crushed,
and all the sestlers exterminated by poison (a mosque
Where the poison was prepared bears the name to this day, and is sacred to

. the event). Tho Rajah of Cherikul, one of tho most powerful Native Princes

on the coast at the time was, if not an instigator, the person who aided the
people. He is said- to have been solicited by the people of Ameny (who
tendered him their allegiance) to rid them of the Portuguese, the hated
rivals of the Moppilah Sect. A man was sent by the Rajah, whose name is
preserved as Xadantavanjiraka (bored-ear)—probably a Ilindu, though
afterwards converted-—who carried out the design.  The poison was adminis-
tered and the Portuguese giwlunlly evterminated. The old site of 1Ly
fort is now the property of the Por'mr Family, and the right thereto was
dufended many years ago against the "Cannanore Rajah’s claim, on the
ground of a grant by the (,hemkul Rejeh in consxdorat;on of the service

0
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performed ab that time. The precise date of ‘this transaction cannot he -
ascertained, but that of the bloody retaliation of the Portuguese on tlv.
island of Amepy s preserved in an Arabic song in honor of Abu Biff#

Kazee of tho day, who was a man of great sanctity, and still wvnred a8 +
goint. Ile ‘“with upwards.of 400 othels -were massacred by the Portu’
gueso, AJL. 966 5 LAD. 1549-50).  The entire group seems to have come
sboutthe same tife under the rule of the Cherikul Eajzh, who govérned

" the islands for many years. - The islanders appear to have suffered severely

fromn time fo time at the hands of the Portuguese. On two oceasions they |
mageacred o great number of pooplﬁ in bheﬂatx. The eouthern islands
Hllﬁl"bd from other pirates. .
«Lhe Toing Commissioners in 1793 undera‘cood that the tnbute paid b;
the Cannanore family and thes Cherikul Rajoh was
. 12,000 fanams. From the islanders (some of whom
én%f;twngft’ asﬂ:;l’ké'}:g have had good eppoertunities of knowing from their
payments by Rajah of ancestors having acted as Vazecrs, &c.,) I learnt that
gﬁg:ﬁiﬁm to Bajak of it was 6,000 fanams only. The mystery which they
’ made of the matter; lest the Cherikul Rajah should
revive ‘chc claim and city them as witnessés, was very aniusing.
13. At ﬂ\e opening of the season of A.D. 1783 { (LK. 958- 591) four boats
belonging to the principal mba]ntants of Ameny left
that dsland for Caimanore, which they found in a

_ MNote on para. 34.

Note on para. 45.

state of blockade by Gencral Melieod. | Ouno boat foll into the hands of the

3

Fnglish and one returned to the island; but the two others belonging to

the fumilics of Kolapen sand Porkar pr(‘coed dyto Mangalore, where Tippoo
. was tueR personally engaged in tho siege of'the fort. Under the impres<ign

Narrstive of the de- ﬂmt all was lwt to Cannanore, the cargoes of coir
fection of Lweny. woere disposed of to Tippoo, &5 rupees per candy (50
per cent. paid in kind and 50 per cent. in cash) being paid for it. With
this price the islanders vetnrned well satisfied to their islands, for it was
much in advance of theprices paid by the Qauncmow Rajak.

.On the rcstoration of peace ¥ by the troaty of Mungaloret ( (11th Merch
1784), ail po? itical relations on ﬂ.e West Coast were restored to their former
footing and tho treaty of General Me Leod renounced ; and the Beebee of
Cannanoro (the Yellyah was virtually,zulor) immediately proceeded to punish .
giimmarily tho offence above related c’_{mr.]f\(hat(lv befobo ihe setting in.
of the monsoon of 1734 Abdul. 3&1{]@}- Karyakar. (brother of Abockcr '
Karyakdr, thon a very influential person on ‘tho group, and K aryahar of
Kowraty) landed in Ameny with 4 Lod¥ of ( Yaunaniore su'vxmts configcated
all the property and omptied thhous«lu (Cawrachy) of sdme of the principal-
“people, and confmml tlawm persons in chaing.” But.the whole populatmn*
Tose, ssurprised aud ovE: rymwrml the* nuau’t re‘ ed the prisoners,”and
plared Abdnl Kader in chaing, aud kept Linr:in confimement i1l the *sbason.
opened,  The entire male po;»tﬂatmn of the islang then took 1o thm' Dosts
end went to Mangalore in hepes.of meeting Hippoo still-thero, taking the
Karyakar with them in chains.  Amicable rd'ttumq iad beon in the mean-
" time rustored betwoen Tippoo aud: Besben og‘__ganxmnon;e. The I&arv‘ﬂial‘
was reloased by Tlﬂmms officers, and.vndmvmu-a,\wru made to Jovercome
the fears qnd aversion of the peolhe to the Cannanore rule. ihev proved

-nnsuecessful, and an eqiivalent was g’lant.ed in 3arrhma from the Cherikul’
o territories, - In the Sahnad tho s nuwl Jammu. of- *imcny “ tr'msfermd by-

- - —-’
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Ally Rajah to tho Governor” is stated to be 6,500 rupees, auu e vy asen
at 7,380 rupees. 'The Sannad is dated A.H. 1 Ahamod 1217 (A.D. 1787)
The ofher islands appear about that time to have been also wavering in
their aljegiance. An unsuccessful attempt to throw off the Cannanore rule
was propably made in Kowraty, but personal influence saved the rest.
14. This allowance is made, as I was unable with my means to classify
Noté on para. 55. and survey the plantation, distinguishing the produe-
Grbunds and calen. tive trees from those past bearing. On the Company’s
jation on which the islands, where for yeurs regular and triennial survey
?g?tw e ;’fpeﬁ“ I)I;‘;: rveturns of the plantation are framed, the chouk (past
* bearing is made. bearing) trees of the four islands were in 1844 to the
productlve s 11} to 100, but to leave a broad margin 15 per cent. is allowed.
15. The island of Kalpenni consists of a narrow ':tmp of ]and round the
- east margin of that R
Note onpara. 66. = g z4angive shoal. The - e
S (m‘b !4':. TG CLITE

Kalpenni described.
F " entire length may be ;
five miles ; but four-fifths thercof consist

of a.narrow strip of sand-ridge from 250 ; ’ i

to 800 yords bread. About midway a d i
narrow breach separates the portion now i 4'" ,'_

called Cheryam—jungly uninhahbited :[ N u’ ' ﬁ “‘?mw,,,w
strip of ground of 13 mneiles long and 300 Zu[a.%a.%‘a; o

to 500 yards broad. Andtothe sonth-west v

Jie other two small uninhabited ml.mdb_ f:zé’y( 5;“’\ *}x”

’l‘uLxLan and Putty. .

Cheryam was relingunished to the islanders in M.K. 913 (A D. 1738) by
a Rujah of Cannanore who tonched there, en roufe to Mecca, where he died.
It is of no value, except as a free “fishing ground. The very soil of this
- narrow strip was washed away in the hurricane. ‘ :

Tulakan and Putty are swmall round rocky islands of little valuo. Some
attempts had heen made to plant them without, liow-
ever, removing the jungle. They are hoth claimed
as Pandaram property, and are valuable fisheries. . y

16. The state of the two islands precluded my obtaining an aceurate return
of the different classes in Androt and Kalpeuni, hut
I did so in both Kowraty and Agaty. Idideo in

Melachery and jageery order to ascertain the proportion of meera-drawers
‘liz" wing, and its effect in . with reference to the jaggery trade. The'  Karano-
owraty. . PR .. )

_ mars ” {(Parwat) sre the principal Jand-owners
and boat-owners. The Malimy or Pilot cless is an important one, and
possesses considerable private property. As their name implics, their
ancestors were vilots: Third-class or urukars are the working «lasses of the

islands and gonerally dependent on the other two.
The Melachery are the tree-climbers and toddy-drawers, and are univer-

sally dependants. Iu the Cannanove Islands they are fully fﬁaployed and
well off. They receive a mojety of the juice dmvtn* and one coconnuf in tin
of those they cut, or one or two in every bunch, accordiug to the custom of
tho felomd  An alla hedind Molashews G0 ohia tn kaen an an o avewn
20 ‘to 25 trees cut for juice. He chmbs twico a day, and the tree m
exhausted within six months, and produces no fruit during the next 2

Tulakan and Puttv.

Note on para, 81,
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" months, The 300 ablé-‘oo&ied Melachery caste of this island probably keep

from 12,000 to 15,000 irees of the botter cliss bleeding throughout the vear.
These might produce upwards of 100 candies of coir, worth 2,000 to 5,503
rupecs, Bub as the people would- only receive 650 to 700 rupies, they
muanufacture jaggory io the value of about 1,200 to 1,600 rupees. R '

Staiement « showing  Particulors of the ' Distribution and Oceupation of the
LPopulation of Bowraty as 1t was vn 1547,

17. Karama is akind of fixed rental on trees which have been confiscated
but allowed to remain in the enjoyment of the family
from whom taken. "A karama’of fiffeon pollums,
Farawa rent in the  8bout 5 1bs. coir; per tree is lovied without referenca
Tsland of Kowraty, o the gor)dnés_s or otherwise of the free. Tl rate is
fauch complained of by the peoplé, who are not allowed to throw up
~the trecs, aud pay on many which are not in bearing. This fact was distinetly

Note on para. 89.

* ardmitted by the public servants; who stated that thoy Wero not permitted to~
© etrilee unproductive irees off the accounts.’ T insperted many such trees which

ware paying this rate. A good cocoaput tree yields about 5 Ibs. of cair
on the Comipany’s islands, {ut the average-rate at which the Caunanore

. monopolies are supplied is about 3 bs.'; the Karama is thevefore a heavy

“renial.  The average amount collected on this account was stated to me as

100 to 120 maunds of coir, and the  number of trees held under this tenure

" in between 600 and. 700 tress. A. very arbitrary approprintion tgok place
aboit 20 years ago, of 40 yards oll round the island and sll frées within
_that Jine were placed undor,kamfn&;s‘AThe: people attributed this to the
ill-will of "a Karyskar, whose aggression on private property. thoy had

‘resisted. I could get no satisfactory explanation of the complaint from the . -

_Beebee's servants. - - . o e T T :
% 18. When I reached this island the Pandaram Pek or prohibition wus on
 “Noteonpuads. 8l the ‘lime -4}}1& gindily (rose-colored and delicate)
Paridacam Pak. - eocoanut treas.  The people brought ihis forward as
" great grié'?ange,”aﬁ.d the. Kariastin who accompanicd mb deternained to
relinguish the, claim, and crdered the Pok to be takon off.  Baut the people
rofused to accopt this )comproiniéq, as they had, they said, beon unjustly
‘deprived of cue-half the produce of such: property for so long. They wero
at length inducod to gather and take the whole ecrop. , ‘
19. Suhely Par and Bingaram, Tingayam, were both confiscated by the
Rajali about the same tirne and under rimilar dreum-
-stonges. Whea the monopolies were first introduced

.

Note o fara, 9.
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they were enforced with great rigour and » Karyakar (Hussan) of Kowraty
and an Accountant of Agaty were found dead iu tanks under circamstances
The confineation of Which led to the suspicion that they had mat'vyith
Suhely, Bingaraw, and foulplay. The circumstances were considered sufficient
Tingaram. to warrant the punishment of the entire population
by the confiscation of these valuable fishing and cowry beds. .
During & detention of several days from stress of weather on the distant
islands of Bingaram and Tingaram, I had an opportunity of observing the
capabilities of these distant and not permanently occupicd islaunds. The

Goneral remarks on trees which overtop the jungle are fine, but often

" these islands. cannot be approached through the jungle—while

rata destroy the young nuts to such an extent that those gathered are but
their leavings. I sawmany thousands of nuts brought from Suhely, but not
one of them had escaped the rats entirely. . .

The Pandaram is now msking desultory endeavours to reclaim these
islands which they have so long shut up against the enterprise of in;dividual_s.,
and it is hoped that the colony established there since the hurricane will
change the fuce of matters rapidly. Had Subely been open to th_e peoPle
it would long ere now have been occupied. Kadamut, which 1s in the
neighbourhood of Ameny, was uninhabited in 1795 (see Lieutenant B?ntl'j."s
report), and within the recollection of many was an impervious jungle
with four huts on it. It has now 200 inhabitants, 4,000 or 5,000 trees, and
prodnces anpually considerabls crops of dry grain ; and within a fow years it
will be come a very flourishing island. Were Bingaram, &o., which aro in
tho neighbourhoed of Agaty thrown open in the same mauner, they would
become valuable islands, particularly for growing coarse grain during the
mousoon, _ | : ) :

20. The statement givon below shows the cecupation of ths inhabitants of
. Agaty. The inhabitants were all originaily Mela-
Note on para. 103. chery. . Many are now wealthy and respectable

owners of land and plantationsin the island. The fourth class confine them-

selves to moora-drawing. There are 180 to 200 able-bodied meera-drawers,
but the trecs of Agaty bleed so indifferently from tho dryness of the soil
that the people cannot afford to make jaggery in such quantities as in
Kowraty. Indeed the average export of coir is about 4 1bs. per tree,
whoreas that of Kowraty is only 3 lbs. per tree, showing that the
sacrifice of coir and nuts fo jaggery is not so great.

Statement showing Particulars of the Distribution and Ocveupation of the Popu~
lation of Agaly as it was in 1847,
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2 inraram is the st of thal )

21. Bingaram is the largest of the island on the shoal, and is of 2 horse-shox
shape, about half a mils in length and 200 yards in
breadth. The lagoon is shaliow, and there are goaod

Note on pura. 109,
Eingaram described.

cowry banks. ) .

Tl]'l ararg 108 nbonus tw X O £ 2t 3 ’ 22yt F
lee ~ l ¢ h ShA b Illl 3 {]r.;t nt an { 18 one rlu f h <
4y O ( anv, 41 3 1 er [0 t € same

. ac ! i
Tingarfo. character. MThe lagoon around is, however, decp,
and the west side is graduall y being washed away with

loss of cocoanut plantation, which bappens to be thickest where the waves

are encroaching fastest.

Qonnrnts ™ b 3 1 )
Separated from Tingaram by a narvow and fordable inlet of tho sen is

Parly,

ny - s
FParly, at the head of the Agaty and Bingaram, Tinga~|
2 . ol

ram coral shoal. Tt iy o smull narrow island eovered:

, with brushwood.

(2]

Wote on para. 134,

Expensea,

2. Iu/writingf of ﬁ;g coir monopoly T have hlended the customs duties with |

“#the prices from which they are doducted, Sunkan or |
. - . export duty was the carly form of revenue, and is
&1.:112gex1 on cvir only.  Twmport duty, though row charged on all rice, was )
originally only charged on the rice paid in exchange for coir. The dt;uble t’
duty becomes 20 per cont. of the price. The ()ri;ri)rlal
charge of 1 fanam per candy for expenses at Car;ma- '

nore has been commuted to ous per cent. of the coir; and includes hoat-hive |
i i

:‘.‘or' landing coir, for the island hoats do not stard the surf. The labor of |
weighing, beating, and storing is performed by the islanders, for which 5‘
they received hatta. Tt is alleged apparently with |
truth, that batta was paid origina Iy durin g the whole {,

Batta,

(]

tima of detention in Cannanors, but i3 was redueed in 1826 to 12 seers of !

rice to each boat (they are manned with 15 10 18 men) for tho three first ’

days, after which the allowunce is

made every second day till the coir is
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Commissioners to Governor in Council, daled
18th October 1796,

North Superintendent to Commissicners
dated 50th October 1796, with Tieebee of Can-
nanore’s agrecment, signed 28th Octlober
1796 (16 Zoolam 972.)

Commissioners to Governor, dated lst No-
veraber 1796.

Governer in Covmeil to Commissioners, dated
12th November 1798, paragraph 11,

Governor in Counneil to Commissioners, dated

15th November 1706,

agreement with the Joint Commis
sioners, and after much correspond-
ence® and difficulty the DBeebee
consented to pay general duties,
with reservation on acecount of
coir, in the profits of which the
Company participated. Hhis ex-
emption was acquiesced in on the
condition that 10,000 rupees consti-

North Superintendent to Commissioncrs, | N N L )
dated 15th September 1797, paragraph 11, tuted & bord fide moiety of Her

ot ¢ Gt S 3 it which, Towove, vas 6 o
. October 1797, paragrap . time strovgly doubled. The Bee- °

bee’s coir has been imported free of duty even since.

24, The rice given to the people has always been of the most inferior sort.
This was one of the complaints made to Ensign Bently
in 1795, and to me in 1847 ; and I had the most ample
oppertunity of testing its truth; for a large quantity‘ of their rice p.as‘sed

The very inforior des- through my hands during my late visit. Thls is &
eription of the ricegiven matter of great importence to the people. The
to the people. average contents of the small moodah should be 50
seers of rice, hut it seldom contains so much, and the rice itself of a decidadly

As  compared  with inferior description. I bought such rice in Calicut
that supplied to the Ca- this year at Rupeea 1-4-0 to Tupees 1-5-0 per .
nars Islands. " moodah; its average price is under Rupees 1-6-0.
The rice issued to the Canara islanders is carefully chosen, and the moodah’
passes among the people at 50 scers and seldom is loss; while its price has
averaged during the last ten years above Rupees 1} per meodah. The rice
is of superior quality. I have throughout this paper teken the moodah at
50 secrs, which is the standard, and the price Rupess 1-8-0; both are in

Note on para. 146.

. excess of what really obtains in respect to the Cannanore Islonde. Co

stored.

22. Ancther allowance is made to boats fally laden with coir under the
name of batta for the passage to and from the voast ; and varies accordin id
to the nazeranah which may have besn paid on the launch of boat in which

exports are made.

y ! . :
23. During the first two years after tho Britich occupation of Malabar the

Exomption from payment of duty on coir,

* Mr, Farmer, the Northern Superintendent,

dated 25th Janvary 1794,
Sea Custom Manager at Cannanore, datod 27
Junuary 1794,
Benbos of Canmanors fo North Superintend-
§ o, 0, dated 15t Sep dember 1796,
North Superi ent to Beebee of Canng.
nare, dated 16th September 1796,
# Bechee of Cannanore to Commissioners, dated
4th Oclober 1796, paragraph 2,
Commissioners to North Superintendent, dated
8th Gelober 1796, paragraph 2.
Commiseioners to Bevboo of Canunannre, Jdated
12th Ostober 1796,
Norlh Buperintendent {n  Commissioness,
dated } 6th Getober 1796, 2nd and 5tk clauscs.

&

Beebee of Cannsnore was allowed
to collect all customs dutics at

- ¥ L §
Cannanore: and when tho cusioms

collection was asdumed in 1793 on
aevount of the Coxapany, the Besbeo
“of Cannanore ohjccted to pay duty
on hes merchandise, or claimed a
reduction of her jumma on the plea
that when the Settlement of that
year was madoe sho was collecting
the customs. Tho local officers,
however, considered that she was
not entitled to any immunity by hoer

.

Oceasionally when the market price of rice is high the people have been I

When prices of rice Daid in part by credit orders (at 7 fanams* per

are high the peopleare moodab) and left to supply themselves. This they

occasionally  pald in - gapnat do at tho priee, more especially towards the
orders at a lower com- . i . . o
mutation priee. end of the season, when prices rise. It is stated
* 5.t0 the rupee, that frequently one-half of the coir is paid for in this .
‘manner. The Becbee of Cannsanore’s servants admitted that this iss,
occasionally done; and the people alloge that they lose several annas per’ -
moodah of rice in effecting the purchase by discounting these orders. =~
24 (bis.) Coir is made from tho husk of the cocoanut, which is cut before:’
the nut is quite ripe, or about the 10th or 11th :

General Note No. 24. month. The husk is stripped off and thrown into -

is.
Coir. souking pits, where it les for 9 to 12 months. The "
Manufactaze. woody perticles rot and leave the fibre easily separated.” .

If used with great economy the husks of 1,000 nuts of -
good size should yield 2% waunds of coir, hut tho average is about 500 nute
toa mq,imd of coir. ) , L

The best sosking pits aro formed in the sea sand just withkin low-water
mark, exposed to the action of sca water and wet. -
sand. In most of the islands the stillness of the'
10

i

. Soaking pita.



‘ ‘ T4
‘ ‘ : !
water in the lagoon admits of this arrangement; but in some, as Ameny, !
Agaty, &e., the ripple on the shore is too strong, and many of the soaking
pits are fresh water tanks formed in the same manner as the wells of the:
island. Coir soaked in sea water bleaches well, and is stronger than the
other, which is never so white. ‘ : ;
When sufliciently soaked the husk is taken out and beaten with heavy
mallets, washed and rinsed scveral times, and then twisted. ;
Ry ¢4 ) > . !
Comparative Statement showing the Quantity of W om‘en alone manufacture coir, '
Cotr, Number of Women, and the dverage Annunal and entirely by manual labor. An ,

Lroduction per Head. . average twister takes about 15 °
. )

Avérage d:a'?'s to make a maund of coir (a |

B Candies.|Females.| per diligent work-woman would pro- )
Head, 5 ;

\
mensem, and a candy a year. In

Mds. s . |
Andeot..  ..| 450 | 1,000 Ié 3 ?he Company's islands the average
%alpenni .. 1 800 675 9 is nearly a candy a head, but on '
{owraty .. 350 77 8§ ; 1als i , .
Amty 2. ] %% o 9 the Cannanore island it scarcely !

exceeds half that quantity; for °
the price does not provide more
: A | thantho merest subsistence wages. .
25. Weighing by the maund instead of by the  or  a candy at a time must -*
Note on para. 148. yield a considerable oxcess. Tho people urge this .
© On weighing by the &8s ono of their grievances. It is true that whena ;
E;‘él};ﬂea r‘ﬁ e ’g:‘é;‘: bundle is in excess of one maund they are not allowed :
(icusser) which it must t0 break it, but the bundle, under such a rule, will be
yield. oftener a little shurt of the maund than over it.
- 26. I found great difficulty in ascertaiving with precision what weights
Noteonparazraph149, @ud measures are used by the Pandaram in receiving | -

N.B—They were  coir, &e.; but on every one of the Cannanore Islands |
pever produced, and my ¢ ev were impuened and 1v < hal i
position provented ray they were impugne openly challenged es being |

cxamiving them on cach  fulse and excessive. The tulam used by the peoplo )

island. _ throughout the group iy the maund of 32 lbs., 640 1bs.
to the'eandy, and on both Company’s as well oy the Cannanore Islonds the /
peoplo mutually trade by this standard which is the immemorial and
customary weight. The people complain that within the last 10 or 16 years
an additional 2 lIbs. and upwards have been added to the tulam. In
Weights and measures conversatio'n the Kariastan told e that the tulam
used in roceiving coir Or maund in use was of 32 lbs., but that an extra
equivocal. pound is now required to make up deficiencies.
I had an opportunity of verifying the truth of this chargo, for I was made
a roferes in a dispute between the poople and tho .
Cannanore servants as to the weights, and took tho r
opportunity of adjusting by rupees the whole of tho weights eurrently used i -
Jo ono of the islands. I found them all false, and in excess in the proportion |
of 2 to 3 1bs. in the maund.  The weights themselves were most discrediiable, |
Discreditabls kind of 2nd if used Ly shop-keepers on the coast would all |
weights, have fallen within the Magistrato’s reach.  Ono stone
was hewn into shapo, but represented no even weight ; the rest were pieces |
of stone, &c., tied up with ceir. Toexplain this exposé on my return to |
‘ i

‘

o

Exposé.

duce it in 10 days), or 2 maunds per | |

i
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tho coast, the Kariastan told me that they required a cand.y of 68().1135., or
34 1bs. to the-maund, and pleaded ignorance for not having mentwned. it
before. When asked Low it was that the people were unanimous in stating
that the customary maund of the island-was of 32 Ibs., he replied “ what do
they know ?” ' ) o

T must state my belief that the practice of taking coir, rents in kind, &e.,

“by weights and measures which are Jarger than is just, prevails th:'oughouﬁ

the islands. .

97. The difference between the coir supplied to the Company’s godowns
in Canara (tho most of which is sent on Government
account to Bengal) and that which the Cannanore
Islands supply is shown by the fact that two years ago a gentr]:em:m who
had invested considerable capital in the manufacture of coir rope in (,ra]cutta:
wrote to Mr. Blane, the Collector of that distyict, to ascertﬂm' the cause of

Great deterioration the great differenco between the Laceadivo eoir which
in the manufacture of came into the general market and that which the
coir, Collector of Canara supplied to the Bengal Govern-
ment from the same islands, and expressed himself anxious to obtain some.

Noto on para. 150.

of the more valuable article. . :
28, Very significant deductions may be drava by contrasting the quantity
‘e ) . -

' Note on paragraph 151. -~ of coir supplied.

e ’ from the Com-

Statement showing the Average Bearing Plantation in Lie Cgmpang/’s e . ~
and Carenanore Tslands, the Average Quaitity of Coir produced end  PAnY g 18 ands—
Rute per Tree. ' . with reference -

. Average Sup-y \ to. t.he’ bearxfag
Years |4 vorage| ply of Coir Averege plantation—with
between g ing{ fromeach [poovell the same dat
Names of Islands. which 1'proea”| Tstand per ?'11‘ -—:ns : a
Averagf- is| " ion | Candyof ree. on the Canna-
struck. 610 1bs. nore  Islands.
: The marginal
Company's Islands. - CS. MDS. LES, statement shows
Ameny and Kadamut. | 1839—47 | 44,669 {357 1 6 ?é‘ he Hilo th
Kiltan* ‘e .. 11839—44 | 13,282 | 113 17 20 | » 5 that while tho
Chetlab .. .. |1839—4f} 7461} 611424 | 43 manufactured
) ’ » Average coir averages 5 -
N Total ..| .. 65,415 | 5221318 [51bs. | Ibs. per tree on
; ] the former, it
Cannanore Islands. ‘ ! »
Androt + .. .. 11846 say| 90,000 | 450 0 0 3L but shightly ex-
Kalpeuwi .. .. [1846 80,000 | 300 0 © Lé ceeds 3 1bs. on
Kowraty .. o) 1847 7,500 1 356 0 0 s .
Agaty I B 7Y 30000 | 250 ¢ o 4 the  latter—in
! other words, if
QA .33 - .
Total .. o {189,000 11,350 0 01 3 had the inhabi-

; tants of the
Avcrage difference of Company's and Cannancre Ielandd 60 per| Cannanore
cent. 13- co Islands had the
same  induce
ment to make
the best use of
their materials
) as the Com-
pany’s islanders, they might supply not less than one-third more coir.

.

#* The consus for 1847 of that island has not rcached me. C‘*’
4 No prior stutistic data exists. : :

The great wasto of the raw material and the low average of coir as
compared with the pumber of trves,
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It has already been pointed out, vide General Note No. 24, that the a\'rcr-;
age quantity of coir in the Cannanore Islands is less than half a candy (10:
maunds) per each female, while in the Company’s Islands it is probably not/
lessthan 15 to 17 maunds a head. : : ’

Note'on para. 152,

Statement showing the velative Population sup- R
ported bypra given Number of Trees in the Can- }

"

N

nanore and Company's Islands, . ’ !
o 'L_’; s O | '
ReRslc! og Pk <3 . o (
2E 2 & S g o 29. A further Nustration of the, «
2 2 7 . .. . -
Name of Tdand. [5 5 %45 o 3 ;::Hg relative condition of these islands
N O e e 2 BOO . . . Lo
ERSE glEE §:§ Eery | I8 drawn from a comparison of the,
Brg e MO 2@l O 2 ory e o
SERAEGSE S| B | population with the means of sub- |

— sistence, I take each island at its =
¢ RN 8§ o .
I_yﬂ; i fullest complement, as it was be-;

Af]ef]‘y and fore the group was visited by;
Tad: ) ] 3G 1 . - . B
Ch\c{;l ftm“i ‘rgég 4;;'22? %?;1 cholera in 1845, It will be seon
Kiltan .. .. 639 | 13982 a1 | from the marginal statement that
the Canara Island plantations®

Total ..| .. .. 354% ) . ,
support more than one-third more|

Averag about .. | .. . 18 people. The difference is no doubt:

Cannznore exaggerated by the fact that the’

Isiands. ' nanao: Lot i
annanore f y BTV

Androt o .| 2000 | s0000 | 30 C nore ‘amﬂy have reicrved:

land of considerable extent, in the.

Kslpeani -of L6001 80,000 &0
Kowraty w2500 [ 75,000 1 80 produce of which the people are -

Agaly .. ..] 1,700 | 39,000 | 23

‘ not allowed to participate, while on;

Tolal .. - . 133 the Company’s islands every tree;
o i3 nourishing a resident. :
Average |, o . 333 . )

has totam, but it Is wnder cocoanut, and
he others depond exelusively on cocoanut and
- fishing, and are Melachery fslunds.
o . - ) . sy
30. This novel monopoly hae been resisted, and probably it will he
. 11 . atriinl . - Yrnitead T thal -
Note on paragraph 160, impossible to maintain it. Tt is admitted by the
Canunanore pecple to have been & wrong and irregu-;

lar impost. The prices on the coast wore unusually tempting this year,: *

viz., 10 to 12 rupeos per 1,000 while they receivo about 4} to 5 rupees:’

worth of rice por 1,000 at Cannanore—and the people have openly deter-: -
mined to break through this restriction. The Karigstan who accompanied |
me has recommended that this monopoly be given up formally, and I have
endeavoured to induce the people to await perission; but they ha(re, I
Pooplo have broken Pelieve, sold several Iakhs of nuts in the open market
t.hrfn;g}_x the cocoauut a2t 13 rupees per 1,000. From what T observed of;
resinetion, the Becbee and her people T doubt not that permission’ ¢
Jrould have been withheld. T
51. Jaggory is mado from meera which i drawn twico a day. The yield
Note on para. 161. varies materially on difforent islands. In the damp
Jaggery. island of Kowraty, the daily averags may be a seer!
of juice por trea; while in Agaty it is considerably less. A large quan- °
tity of meere is consumed in its raw state; and the remainder is made into :

w B
j:{ggery or Vinegai;~—10 saers of the simple juice yield one seer of jaggery—z
which- sells on_ the coast at 5 or 6 rupees por 100 seers. I:} A}ld?ot an
Kowraty jaggery Js an important article of manufacture; for it is mo}ro

. profitable than coir at the monopoly rates. On the

7ide Note 16. Company’s islands owners of trees do not Wﬂhx.xgly

lof tress to jaggery-makers, and fow are cut except .for .tho meera required

" for domestic use. Jaggery is imported from the

For therelativevalue  Cannanore Istands. Androt and Kowraty have pro-

tcthene@l?vofi?gg%y bably exported Ufrom 1,500 to 2,000 rupees worth of
and coity e et jaggery annually of late; the other islands less.

32. Moprinda citron W;S once, I believe, worth 70 or 80 rupees per ca-nd.y,
and is now monopolized at 20 rupees per candy; its
market value is now much reduced. )

: Q 33, At Kalpenni 1} to 2 seers of cowries may be
1;10{6 O?tpa:j-' ﬁli;i collected by a womanin a day; at Androt not § a seer,
rat:: q“c':liy cowries While the more distant shoals cannot b.e fished at all at
shown. * the price now paid for cow'ries. The-umform rfto isbad.

34. Probably the average supply of tortoise shell is about 3 maunds

a year. I havo assumed 7 rupees per ;)ounfl as the
Note on para. 173, priee, which is the lowest for unpicked tortoise s.he].l.
Tortoies eholl Good picked tortoise sholl is worth 10 fo }2 Tupess in
the market. Attempts were made by the' Kariastaln f:o ux)tstlf):)f;‘xxeia; '.to
the prinés paid for tortoise shell, but T believe the information afforde ‘ ,m
2t 060.. ’
thz?;.ax’lt‘htg ;)sn{ilti es for breaches of monopoly, however »small,‘ are fixed very
high with a view to inspire fear. For smx%%'glmg
lties for cOWTiES, 51 Pagodas is the 'stated ﬂne~.~m0<.1med of
: breHaeci;xg Yo r::ztric- course in practice. For tortoise s]‘nell t%m nominal fine
tion. is proportionahly greater. An mhablta.nt of Agaty-
waa recently fined 51 maunds of coir (-WOIﬂl at the lowest rate 51 rupe'es) for
gellipg half a seer of cowries in Calicut; there were aggravating circum-
stances in this case. Amnother was fined 5 rupees, and another sen’cencerd to
cight days in confinement for petty breaches. _[‘.WO

Instances. others were fined 2 rupees cach on suspicion, having

been detected with cowries tied up in the shape of a pot of jaggery. Several
persons came forward who had been fined from 12 fo 25 rupees for not
delivering the tortoise shell they had taken as soon as they.landed.
Smuggling of these lesser articles cannot be provented now, und ison the
increase. A case came accidentally before me which led me to beheve‘ that
some inhabitants of Agaty had cntered into a contract to su.pply sowries at
60 rupeos per candy (two-thirds advanced) to a merchant resxflent in Ameny.
56. The hereditary Kazee of Androt died in 1846, and his he}r, a lad. of

- 15, was appointed to succeed (another acting during

Note on para. 177. minority) in 1847 just before the hurricane. The
Nasoranaks. lad was muleted 400 rupees, 300 rupeos of which were
get down in the account outstanding against the island."About 100 rupces
were, T understood, borrowed from the Kariastans of
Cannanore (30 from the one who was witl} me) and
others. The family has been ruined b|y the eﬁ"ects of tho hurncan'e,fe;rﬁd
while I was on the group his relations were taking the lad on a tour of tho

Note on para. 162,
Morinda cilron.

Note on para. 176.

Instances of,
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islands to raise charituble subscriptions to pay the fine. The Kazeevéi
Androt the direct descendant of the first Missionary. ‘

Bl

',[.‘he Kazee’s dues are large in consideration of the heawy nazeranah, and
their losses wero prominently urged on me by the old Kazee of Kalpenni
in reference to the desolation which has overtuken that island

37. By the less well affected these titles are attributed to the avarice of
Note on para. 178. the Cannanore House. They are clearly Hindoo in
Local titles. their origin, and correspond with the title of
, 3 of the
person sent by the Rajah of Cherikul to aid in the cxtermination of Portu-
guese. The individual name merges for life in the
title. Under the changed feelings of the people theso
titles have been little sought of lato at their price. A decrease in the
liberality of the Beebee was alleged a3 the reason of this falline off, but
a gradual failing of the respect formorly felt for the family is prori)ab]y the
proximate canse. A Patlor was created at.Kalpenui'in 1847 at an expense
of 200 rupees to the individual.

Their origin.

38. An instance was urged on me in Agaty, in which it appoarcd that

Note on pars, 181. Aboker Malimy left the island and resided with his

Inctances of attache family in Calicut, from whence he made several trips
ment for pilet dues, as pilet; but withheld the usual share from the
Beebee. His sister’s property was attached and adoinistered by ihe
Karyakar for two or three years till a portion of the nrrears were ‘h'qui-
dated. Other instances wore mentioned.

39. This characteristical interference with the libertios of person is still
Note on para. 182. kept np. The right to wear gold ornaments must
Wearing oruaments, be purchased by & nazeranah of 25 to 51 rupees; hut
&e. once obiained, it is hereditary. In Agaty several
instances were named in which the nazsranall had been peid within 20
years, and two or three within the last few yoars.

40. I regrot to say that my information on the matter of salt was

Noto on para. 185, unsatisfactory, indeed the practico scems to bs conflict-
| Balt. ing. At one time it was monopolized. It seems tho
islanders frequently import it from Mahé and Goa, and the Beehee supplies
them with salt from Arabia. One beat-owner had attempted to introduce
salt and was charged 20 per cent. us a dizi:y thoreon. ‘

The pe_ople still wish the indulgence granted to people’of the Clompany’s
island to be exfended to them, which shows thay do uot ”supjily themselves
so cheaply as wo can supply them at prime cost from the Government
godown . :

41. The people stated that they are frequently obliged to take tobacco

‘Noto on para. 166. in part payment of tho value of coir. They are

Reesive tobacco from  Supplicd with an order on Muhé on the Beckoe’s agent
Mahé in payment for there, and thence emburk it and proceed to tho-
corr. islands. :

42. Tt occurred about four years ago that about 20 bundles of tobacro

Nola on para, 101, were in 8o Lad a state as to be unfit for use,—in

Badness of tobacco. part measured in & secr measure—wore forved on’
the poople. It is urged in the petitions, and I verified the fact fully. V’

nephew for generations.

administration,

79 ‘

43. There is every reason to believe that in true native spirit zo claim is
Note on para. 194, ever written off or relinguished, but the:n‘ open and
014 dobt and balances. - unbalanced accounts are kept up from uncle to
Ttis evident, however, thata good deal of difficulty
and resistonce has been met with for some years; for iustance, I.ﬁnd 'fhat in
some cases regular bonds for the amount had been exacted, a thmg ]1} therto
unheard of. The people on all the islands challenged the production of the
books and the details of their debts ; said that they
 frequently applied to see the account of debt against
them unsuccessfully. The tale of a debtor is not always worthy of implicit
credit s but a very serious grievance exists.’ -

The double set of accounts complicate the matter much. The accounts

Disputed,

“kept on the islands may possibly in some degree belaccessible, though the
" collection may be made an engine of oppression by the servants.

Thoss kept by the Kariastans at Cannanore are not so. And on account of
S them 10 per cent. from all eoir is deducted on account
10 per cent. bvwd o ot the hereditary debts of the owners of these boats,
all coir on account of old ! J :
balapees due by beat- who, it is affirmed, are all indebted on the Cannanoro
ownors thrown on the  Dufter. They on their part only distribute among the
pecple. people who freight their boats rice in the proportion
they receive it on the whole load; thus throwing the levy for debts due by
N B—his virtually th.em (the owners of the 'boats ) on t%unr dependants, ’
inerenscs the deductions  with whom it is not optional to freight or not. All
to 31 per cont. on alleolr  gdmittoed this fact and said *“that thoy themselvesdid
%%311; }§°1d 5p?f‘ ﬂé:fiolﬁbf not owe any thing, and they, therefore, distributed the
duties and expenscs and  exaction” egually onall.  The Kariestan who accomn-

z}?el’;;m(;;td fn}gggl?ag?s paniol me admitted it, and merely said that if the

‘on the body of the principal people who were charged with the distribu-

people. tion of justico of this nature did such-injustice, they
were holpless.' There is no possible remedy for this gross piece of injustice.

44. An audience nazeranah—vide paragraph 179—must he paid whatever

Note on para. 197. the pceasion of presentation. The Kariastan told me

Andiences, that of late very few audiences had been sought.

45. It appears that when Ensign Bently visited the island in 1795 he found
the same species of administration in three of the
islands-—Androt, Kowraty, and Agaty ; the Karyakars
wero servants sent from the coast, and on allowances of 48 moodahs of rice

Allowances to sorvants (four moodahs per mensgm) and the‘ Accountunt’s
in. 1705 were double allowances inproportion. In Kelpenni, on the con-
their present rutes, trary, the Karyakar was a native of tho island and on
one-half the allowances. The Karyakars now employed are chiefly islanders,
and all allowances have been reduced to that rate.

V 46. 1 beliove the head and richest men on the

Note on para. 2C0. - ‘ o

The head and richest island are excmpted from these daily contributions,
men cxempled from con-  ywhich fall heaviest on the Melachery or lowest class,
tributions. it is said, (

4%. A man bad been fined 2 rupees in Kowraty just hefore my arrival

Note on para. 202, by the Karyakar for withholding a ﬁsh’s. head, the

Instances of Police Karyakar’s duo. /The Karyakaradmitted it, and said
it constituted his salary. The Karyakars also trado

Note on pars. 199

W
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_and have balance of aceount against many. When Kalpenni was destroyed
by the storm the public establishmont, being without allowance, left tho °
jsland, and the state of anarchy may be conceived when all the influential .
people pounced on the little all remaining to their creditors. It was brought *
to my mnotive, and I made them refund it. In Androt things were in much-
the same state; there was no protection of property. There is none of that -

stabilify in the system which is required to meet such exigencies.
Note on para. 204.

10 Ameny Islands. costs upwards of 500 rupecs per mensem.

Note on para, 206. 49. The anxiety of the people that an end be put

Wish for proper estab- to this and proper Government servants be intro-
lishment. duced is very earncst.

50. The counexion of these with the administration of the internal affairs
i a relic of the immemorial and ancient form of polity.
The existence of ihe body may become valuable still,
but from what I have seen 1 doubt if at present their
influence is beneficial. - It is too great, and it is said the bargains driven
with their debtors are very hard. That efficient control so necessary as
well to check as to render their assistance valuable is wanting. I have
had opporbunity of testing these assossors in the Canara Islands, and valu-
able as they are as assessors, and important as it is that they be so used,
I must admit T have experienced considerable want of integrity. The native
officials complain that the intrigues of thess mon complicate and retard
business, and from what I saw I think that theso remarks may be applicable
to the same class of the Cannanore subjects. The people openly complained
against them ; and the expression. ¢ our Mookyastans and Karyakars are
worse than our Rajah” was frequently used in open assembly. When I
asked them what part they took in the administration of justice, they replied

Note on para. 207,
Alookyastans.

- they sometimes were and sometimes were not present, and when the Karya-

kar fined a man, they begged off a portion. Instances were mentioned in

‘Agaty where they had been the channel between the parsons and the Karya-

kar. I should have hoard more of these matters, but for the circumstance
that principal people of Androt being charged with assault and murder in
the Cowrachy case which frightencd all, lest they should suffer for occurrences
which might be considered irregular by me. - ‘
51. All release from confinement being accompanied by a fee to the
Note onpara, 209. Karyakar, the local judge, complaints are made that
Police. the power of punishment is put in practice for the sake
Confincment fees.  of the customary fee (marshady). :
The case of supposed murder was that of a child for her jowels. It
took place in Kowraty, the victim was of the Chekyat
Tllat family, and the perpetrator of the Kalampelly
family. The corpse was discovercd, the perpetrator’s

Cases of heinous
crime.

house was ‘ Cowrachied,” and some jewels and a boat sold for or given:

to the victim’s family, and the perpetrator’s plantation of 8 to 10 trees was
carried to the Pandaram account. )

Note on para. 210, 52. The ‘BeH-y Dlat torture case, in which death and
Instance of capital Cowrachy issaid by the people of Agaty to have occur-
punishment. red, was for sorcery; and was committed many years ago.

48. The Monegar of the Company’s islands receives -
Cost of cstablishment 17} rupecs per mensem, and the whole establishment

- Note on para. 219,

~be.

S1

1t is difficult to say how frequently Cowrachy may have taken place on

, . these islands, but it has been a species of punishment
Cowrachy. . which is occasionally put in practice. While on the
islands a case of the kind came judicially before me, which had created a
great sensation. This I was unwilling to increase by formal inquiries ;- but
I ascertained that a Cowracky had really taken place ; besides two or threo
others in Androt for offences against the Pandaram. In Kowraty, besides
tho Cowracky in Chakyat IHat murder case, a Karyakar had, about eight

_ days back, taken upon himself to Cowrachy a house, &e., for some fancied

slight to himself. The property was restored, but the party stated that it
cost him as much as it was worth. .

53. The summary confiscation of 40 yards of land all round the shore of
Noto on para. 214. Kowraty is an instance. Others may admit of expla-

Sammary sottlement nation. In Agaty the owner of 2 boat sold his boat to
of Bajuh’s claim. an inhabitant of Ameny for 80 rupees without leave ;
and T heard that ho was called on to pay the whole sum to the Beebee of
Cannanore, and eventually paid 10 or 15 rupees with fees to the Karyakar.
The plea being that the sale of the boat to & Company’s islander is an
offence. The fact is certain; of the principle of the punishment I eould
not get an explanation. In Androt and Kalpenui the Pandaram land was
assumed as Rajah’s jenmom from tho people. On the coast the value of
improvements would have been allowed ; not so here. I, however, inten-
tionally avoided much enquiry into these circumstances. Last year some of
the islanders of Agaty were supposed to have sold some ceir to the captain
of a Bagalah who had anchored off the island. One of them admitted
having sold a small quantity, the other denied, but on proceeding with fall
froight of coir to Cannanors the coir of both was confiscated, and their
persons placed in confinement, from which they escaped to Mangalore, and

‘thence to the group by the boats of Amendevy. I induced the Karyakar

to change this arbitrary proceeding into a fine, which has been done I
believe. The fine was five candies of coir, value 120 to 125 rupees. T have
little doubs some smuggling took place. The fine was, I think, excessive.
54. The confession on which the Androt Cowrachy was ordered was
" Note on para. 215, obtained by administering the test of bread, over
Confession by ordeal.  Which ceremonies had been performed by & member
of & Sheik’s family. :

Note on para. 217. 55. The prevention of smuggling will depend
Support of menopolics.  entirely on whether sanction be accorded by Govern-
ment to the continuance of theso restrictions or not. - .

56. This expedition was headed by Chak Karya-
Expedition to Maldives. kar and started from Kalpenni.

57. Gross misreprescntation took place from the beginning relativo to
The assessment isquite  tho value of Minacoy. Its whole revenue is said to,
below what it ought to included in the 2,400 rupees §hich the Beebeo repre:

C, sented to be the value of all territorial possessions on
the islands. Dut 2,000 rupees of this sum were admittod to be the rental
of the Pandaram gardens on the four islands of the Laccadives proper, and
probably the value of Minacoy was'“not disclosed at all at the conquest.

) 11

@
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Meanwhils the whole plantation of the island cught pr obably to have been '
assesded against the Cannanore family, in ad<ht10n to the profits of an
oxclusive trade; indeed the entire surplus produce of the island was
probably in their hands at that time. -

Note on para. 228. "58. I learnt, however, that the peopls have
Falling ¢ff inrevenues accounted for very little revenue for several years
of Minacoy. past, and less than ever during the last year or two.

59. In the body of the paper I have given the amount of Pandaram pro-
On Pandaram pro- Perty on each island. The plantations are formed on .

_ perties. ancient waste. It appears that the Pandaram

properties wero formerly cntrusted to the principal inhabitants of each
island against a certain fixed sum chargeablo on the islands and payable
in coir. In this state Mr. Bentley seems to have found them in 1795, and
from what I Jearned on the islands this system appears to have been main-
tained till within a few years back. During this time the people improved
these gardens under the hope of the lease being continued to them, or

* that, according to custom, improvements would be paid for.

60. In Androt the rent was at one time at 750 maunds of coir (37 candies
Androt at 65 rupees per candy), or 2,405 rupoes; it was’
L gradually raised to 1,200 and 1,500 maunds (60 to 75
candies of coir) ; and still more lately to 2,000 maunds, when, as the people
aver, they were thrown up as they wereo unable to pay the rate. The gardens
have since (about five years ago) been under the management of the Kar-

. yakars, who pull‘and store the fruit. The nutsare sent to Cannanore, the

husks are retailed for the manufacture of coir at 13 maunds of coir per
1,000 husks.” I learnt that the sales are limited. What these gardens may
have produced sinee this change it is impossible to say, but from the dis-
satisfaction manifested by the Kariestan who accompanied me I conceive
it must have been most unsatisfactory. It need only be said that no account

* of the number of the trees was in esistence. These plantations thus scem

to have been resumed by the Pandarain without remuneration for improve-
ment according to the custom on the coast.

61. In Kdlpenm the same conditions have prevailed ; th'(‘ rental of Pan-
~ daram plantations was at one time 1,500 maunds (75

Kal
alpenai. candies per annum), and was gradually raised. Idid

- notlearn whether the people voluntarily threw up the trees, or whether the)

were resumed, but for several years prior to the hurricane they were in
the charge of the servants. The outturn, if what the Kariestan assured

- me be true, has proved unsatisfactory, being under a lakh of nuts per annum

only

In these two islands only has the Pandaram up to this time cstablished
clear possession and enjoyment of the trecs claimed. In Kowraty a small

- portion only was actually in enjoyment ; however great the desire of the

¢ *Pandaram to obtain possession of the rest, it has not heen possible to carry

out the resumption. Whilein Agaty the waste is but imperfectly” planted,
and the Pandaram has not been able to establish itself*in many of the

. gardens claimed, against the influence of their occupants, who also l)lanted

them out. i
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Suhely is said to produce about half a lakh of nuts per annum, and 30,000
or 40,000 nuts are brought from Bingaram and "Tingaram. -

These gardens are closed to the people, and there can be no doubt that a.
better system would vastly benefit both partics.

62. The immemorial rates of freight are still current on the 1‘:1ands, and

General Note.

10 per cent. of the article carried—whether coir
&e., exported or rice imported in exchange for sur-

" Freight. plus produce—is levicd as freight. The boat-owners
are, therefore,’ 'materially affected by any change mﬂuenrmg the value of

commoditics. On the Company’s

s Island, whore general trade is free, the

boat-owner secures 10 per cent. on the market value of all cargoes, coir
excepted. On' the Cannanore Islands 10 per cent. on.the monopoly value

only ,is obtained. A

R3. A. P RS, A. P
Company’s Island. - Connancre Is d«mdl comparative marginal
Freight of one candy Freight of cmﬂ\ candy statement shows  the
of coir, being 10 of coir, being 10 : -
‘per ccnb. on net _ per cent’ on net relative position of the
rezeipts, about :ﬂ‘mpts, about Bs. boat-owners on  tho
Re  16-8-0 pu - 8-6-0 .. 010 2 ¢
candy . 1 9 7|Difference  being Company’s and Canna-
: about 150 por cent. nore Islands in regard
against  Beebee's . . - -
subjocts .. "0 13 5 to freight on coir which
' ———— is monopolised in both;
-4 L4
Total .. 19 7 Total .. 19 7 436 difference amounts

to 150 per cont. Thus the calrymﬂ- intorest of the Cannanore Islands is
very much behind that of the (Jompany s Islands. Competition is strictly
prohibited, otherwise it would ruin the Cannanoro Island boat-owners.

63. The petty intornal traffic of the Pandaram, the tobacco monopoly,
Note on para. 133. collection of debts, fines, &c., lead to the accumulation '
Freight paid by Pan- ‘of.a considerable quantity of coir annually in the
daram. Becbee’s godowns on the islands, varying probably
from 25 to 40 candies in each island. The portage of this coir to the coast
is done by the people in their boats; but under conditions by which they
consider themselves aggrieved. No boat starts without first freighting
any quantity of the stored coir that may be ordered by the Xaryakar; 5 to
8 candies seem to be the usual quantity in each boat. Frelght is allowed
by the Pandaram at 6 per cent. of the coir itself. This coir is commuted
into a rice payment at the monopoly rates, with all deductions for duty
From whichmore valu- 80d expenses, which leaves the actual freight about
able and return cargo 6} scers of rice per candy. This amount is very
10 per cent. is taken. short of the freight paid on the same amount by an
islander. The loss is, howevcr, made up in part by the allowances described
in Note 22.

The boat-owner is responsible for the full weight delivered by the Karya—
kar, and it is said that the loss by dryage on the passage is thrown on the
boat-owner. @

The Beebee pays no frEI""hu for any thing else. Her rico, genemlly

All other articles free 2mounting to a few hundred moodahs to each island,
of freight. must be delivered free of all chargo. Thus on the
more valuable and less hulky article tle boat-owner gets no freight.
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In the Company’s Islands the Government does not interfere in axy way

No interference with o) o
the 120&1’?3 on Company’s whatever are made ou the islands, and even judicial
Island. fines are paid by sureties on the coast.

On the Cannanore Islands all the coir, &c., is weighed on the island

Double weighing on before export, in order that no smuggl}ng may take
Cannanoré Island. place on the passage ; and each bundle is made up to

one maund. Having myself witnessed this process; I believe the delay ;

ordinarily occasioned is fully two or threo days besifles the labor of doitble
R in Number 79948,

stowed in bulk and only weighed once for all at Mangalore. -
(Signed) ~ W. ROBINSON, .
Ileadd Assistant Collector.

e

with the freight of Loats. No collections of coir -

weighing and arranging, for"it is again weighed at -
Qannanore. On the Company’s Islands the coir is -

‘enjoyed under their protection, representing {o him, as had been done

N
KN

!
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- APPENDIX B, /

Mzxoranpum or Orriciar Recorps.

On the 11th April 1792 the Chief and Factors report the reduction
Chief and Factors to Of Beebee of Cannancre “by our arms,” adding
Governor-General,dated  that *“from motives of humanity she had been
11th March 1792. 1 . 1 . 1f and famil
On tho subject of ASSUTEC of thé personal safety of herself and family,
Malabar Rajahs.  As * and that no part thercof shall ever be pnt under
per cowle. granted to . me )
Ler by Sir Robert Aber- the authority of Tippoo, as she avers that the
cromby, ~dated 14th  grehq of his power and the influence of her hus-
February  1791—Vide .
Political Department, band were the causes of her conduct, which she
30th Juug 1794, has since severely repented. Her possessions -
about Cannanore are small, and it may be a matter of policy and con-
ciliatory of the Mopillahsin general to permit hertoretain these posses-
sions. She has also several ships with which she trades to the Lacca-
dives and to different parts in India. The customs at Cannanore have
been likewise levied by her ; your Lordship’s orders on this point will
be acceptable.” ' ‘ ’ .
Beebee of Carnanore gave in a statement of the produce of her
property on the coast, which was entered at

2nd May 1792. .
B 30,000 pagodas in schedule appended to Treaty

" of Peace, 11th March 1792,

But the Commissioners added that the Beebee of Cannanore’s ¢ trado
Chiof to the Commis.  1© ?he Laccadives is not taken into the account,
slomers, f;'.)t;d 18th Sep. ‘whlch must produce a considorable annual
) : income.” They further reported that  the Beebee

of Cannanore having ‘deputed her ‘Head Karyakar to compliment the
Extract from . the Commissioners in her name, we took occasion to

* Commissioners’  Pro.

ceedings,  Beptember point out to him our superiors’ expectation that

24th, 1792, the Beebee should, according to her ability, pay-
2 . . o .

Voncher 20. the ‘Company a tribute for the possessions sho

to the other Rajahs, pheir right of sovereignty acquired over her dis-+;
trict, not by alliance but by conquest, and that it was no less reason- -
able that our superiors should participate of the advantages she

acquired from the Maldive (sic) Islands, if Government should not .
think proper to take possession of tkom for the Company.” "
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On being called on relative to the above extrdit “ to state what sum

- Abstract of Commis- She was willing to pay as tribute for the posses-.
Proceedings, ginng she held,” the Beebee delivered a memorial
in bar of payment of tribute, urging the small-
ness of her possessions on the coast and few

sioners’

dated 13th October1792.
Abstract of Mcmorial,

datod 13th Uctober,

little islands,” her friendship for the English, and the losses sustained
by the storming of Cannanore in 1784 by General Mcleod, and the

Joint Commissioners’ Report, paragraph 24,

In the early stages of the negotiation
this plea attracted notice, and inquiry was
held, bat the result was most unsatisfactory;
and although the plea was not considered
¢ ag copstituting any obstacle to the Com-
pany’s exercising their right and deriving
every proper advantage from their acquired
sovereignty over the islands,” it was lefs to
the deecision of Governor-General to decide
whether it should constitute any bar. On
further inquiry, however, Mr. Handley re-
ports, 15th February 1795, that tho allega-
tion was wholly gioundiess, and probably

necessity which his mulet had
imposed on her of mortgaging the

coir produce of the islands to

Chowakara Moossa(the Company’s
Commercial Agent in Tellicherry),
the assumption of certain of the
Laccadive Islands by Tippoo, and
her loss incurred by the Cherikul
Rajah having resumed the equiva-

made with sinister views. lent granted by that prince in the

This episode is, therefore, of no impor. + ekt o A
tanco, and as the records of the inquiry, &e., Cuntoor District. She dppendcfl
wobld swell this memorandum, all that re- a statement of the value of terri-

lates exclusively to it is withdrawn, though torial pOSSQSSiOﬂS on the coast and
private goods on the Laccadives, .
which showed *gardens on four islands, 600 Sultanee Pagodas, at

allusions may be found which are hereby
explained.

Rs. 4 each, 2,400,  On this representation the Commissioners recorded
a Minute, 19th October 1792, that Tippoo appears to have annually

mulcted her on ‘account of her personalities and gains of her trade,

“and included these annual mulcts in the accou?‘s of the talook Canna-

nore, which being rated at 30,000 pagodas, seems to warrant t!le sup- -
position, as in the account delivered by Arsed Beg the territory of

Caunanore is only valued at 15,000 rupees, which by the accounts
received from the Beebee seems to be about the real value.”

¢ Such, however, secms to have been the custom of Tippoo, and in thisg
light of some annnal mulcts she seems to have felt the propesal made
to her of naming some specific sum to bo paid to the Company as an

oquivalent for the landed property &he held and for the exclusive trade

cho carricd on to the Laccadive Islands; to lessen this as much as-
possible she endeavours to prove herself poor, and has for this purposc "
sntroduced in her memorial assertions to this effect.” And it was’
agreed to refer to Governor in Council, with reference to General
MecLeod’s procecdings,. for decision on ¢ the arguments founded
vthereon by the Beebee relative to the untaxed retention of the Lacca-
dive Islands:” They observed that  the benefit she derives from her
islaxids,, exclusive of the gardens valucd at 2,400 rupces, are through
the medium of trade; she supplics them with rice, cloths, &c., and-
receive in return the coir produccd there at the low rate of Rupees 35

-
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per candy; the annual quantity is estimated at abont 600 candies, and |
the market price being about Rapees 65 to 70, leaves, after every -

deduction of charge, a handsome profit.” '
In a subsequent Minute thé Commissioners observed that ¢ the set-
The Minute by the blement of the tribute to be paid by the Beebee of
Commissioners of 5th  Cannanore was chiefly delayed by the pretensions
Jannary 1793. .
: she put forward on mortgage of - hor islands.”

- And it was resolved to ascertain from the Governor (then at Calicut)

-whether the appeal had been determined on.  And further to * recom-
ménd to the Governor as soon as practicable to enquire into the };re-
sent state, not only of the four islands remaining with the Beebee, but
also of the three islands said to have been formerly granted to Tippoo
by the Beebee of Canmanore.”” It will be observed that all mention
of the fifth island, Minacoy, is suppressed. And it is probable that it
was not then known that one of the Muldives (Minacoy) was in the
possession of the family.
- It was further determined to call peremptorily on the Beebee ¢ to
treat for the fubure sottlement of the country, as well as payment of all
arrears since the date of the cession, in default of which the Corimis-
sioners will think it their duty to take such mcasures as may from her
local resources secure the rights and dues of the Company.”
* On the above Minute tho Governor intimated that it was his inten-

Minato of 90th Jangary  tion on the return of the Morning Star to despatch
1793. Captain Pruem to make an accurate survey of
those islands as recommended by the Commissioners.”

According to the 8rd resolution of their Minute of 9th January, the
Commissioners wrote to Beebee of Cannancre,

9th January 1793. . . .
peremptorily directing her to attend at Calicut,

*‘in order that some settlement may be made, as well for what is past-

as for the future, or otherwise, if you continue to trifle with us any
_ ]onger. and withhold your payments (not 1 rupee having, since the
cession of your town, country, and islands, been received in part of
your revenue), we shall feel it incumbent on us, without further delay
to adopt the ready means which we have in our power to secure to the;

. Honorable Company their undoubted rights under the cessions ; but we

hope that your condnct will not be such as to force us to any other
measures than those of mildness, which we wish to observe towards you,
so that you may be rendered happy under the equitable rule of “tho
Honorable Company’s Government. Your speedy answer is required.”

In answer* to the above the Beebee of Camnanore sent two
C:;x ;ﬁi . lgge&?co ngf X aryak:?rs to treat, and expressed her hopes that
missionors, dated 18th  YOU Will do mo the favor to consider me as you
January 1793. do other Rajahs. I have entreated this favor of
the General ;7 she further pleaded phverty. ;

w
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In reply* Commissioners direct her “forthwith . o despateh the
th:, }%:Emig?i@n ors to persox% best informed of the state of your revenues
the Beobeo (.)Jax::g;?me’ and with whom you can entrast the armngement;

K to be made for the future settlement of the tribute
you must pay to the Company, and for the liquidation of the heav
arrears ‘now due, which we cxpect you will immediatcly'prepare‘ for i

All attempts to obtain any information about the islands pr;)ved

Commissioners’ Pro- i )
B o i abortive, and Mr. Duncan (Governor of Bombay)

M?ch 1793_ } gave in an agreement, dated 26th February 1793
oucher. by the Beebee of Cannanore’s two agents on hext

a1 ({4 1
]Il);{,t;t ; Eo ?}j)'l(io "by the declaration on oath of Moossa (who is an in-
i thg nvq;; : ,egxclherry, and & man of credit and to bo deponded on) as
contimn} ai cl)1 ez? l. ‘fI;he 1sa,1d Beel'acc’s territories, as well as those on tho
o Orv“;hate.\,rer v;h151{111( S; agreeing to pay whatever he shall deliver
e e ¢ {‘)i on inquiry be otherwise ascertained to be their
N, ng lspoken‘ to on the subject, Moossa “ delivered
- neve; e ;1 only a coir accom.lt with tho Beebee, and as if he
o 3 n able t? obtain possession of the Laccadive Islands so
: 0 appropriate their full produce under his mortgage” And it
;ggei:rgricfrom .the sequel that Moossa’s statement, could not be relied on,
. an;n:::;i lex1p0331lélc to use ¥1is accounts, &c., as a test of the pro-
o .to ” cél]u:igg.of the Laccadives. The whole representation turned
This negotiation having failed, the interpreter was directed By the
N (f%q-;_rm' of Voncher Commissioners to wait on the Beebee of Canna-
Nogotiation wig, Dore qnd' “ intimate to her that for the protection
E)ie};ede‘u*t()f Cannacore - she might expect from the Honorable Company in
and fatare romeney P25t fu_ture they must certainly look for an ‘annual
1?§§?°edingg’mh April zxt'ﬂ();te suita,bledt-o the value of ber posséssions
v annanore and at the Laccadiv
pitulate the grounds of these just and reasontz}mllf)ljzfaciﬁ?’(’}s’ il o rece-
: He re.I)f)x'ted having done so, and explained to her the differc f
E her P?smlon a3 a “ conquered foe, whose possessions were all fi C? c'et 01
i by right of conquest, whereas the other chiefs had entered int OI: . 'E(
; as a%lies,” and reminded her that she had paid nothinm o't e“}‘:"
{ termination of the war, And added that “ the Beebeo readiﬁ; Sa;g(:;it: 3
ﬂ.le Company’s title to a participation of what her pos,sessic»niL aﬁd tra§ :
yielded.” She also tendered & moiety of what sho was pro aredfe |
) make oath, he‘r territorial possessions yielded * together vIvi’chP"IO OO(()) ;
rupess as a similar share of the produce and commercial advaﬁt,a |
aceruing from the Laccadive Islands,” which “ tribute ”.Wa,? she.st o,
the full extent she could afford. ‘ K et
th;lt‘ﬁ Commissioners were dissatisfied with this offer on the ground :

,'j

-

‘

“Beobee ‘¢ that unless she made more reasonable offers, w

89
lst.,——heca’use the territorial produce was understated (afterwards

cleared up satisfactorily) ; and .

2ndly.——Becmise the value of her islands “ and the number of candies
of coir which they annually produced was now stated by her at only
700, whereas there is good reason to supposc they yielded some years

ago nearly 2,000 annually.”

They, therefore, directed Mr. Lafrenais to expostulate and inform thé

e s.h(m]d be

obliged to sequester all her torritories as well on the peninsula as in
the Laccadives and Maldives, and that as she possesses no claims on the
Company, but had on the contrary shown her ill will and ingratitude
towards them in more than one instance, so she could not flatter herself,
-and wonld not in fact find that we would be inclined to relinquish or to
sacrifice any of the rights of (‘:onquest acquired over her and her estate
by our Government, and that, therefore, her only resource was to
conciliate its good will by fair and liberal concessions on her part.”

Mr. Lafrenais reported, with reference to first point, & satisfactory

7éb April, T explanation. And, with reference to second point,

‘ _ that the Beebee affirmed that ¢ the produce of the
islands, even before three of them were transferred to Tippoo, never
exceeded 1,000 candies of coir, and defies the contrary to be proved,”
and that she abided by her then made statement.

Commissioners then’ proceeded to consider. the assets.

Among theiterritorial possessions were enumerated—

N.B.—Inthefirstsche- “ Laccadive gardens, being on the five islands

dule four. islands only A . .
are mentioned, probably that now remain with the Beebee, producing 600
ﬁgﬁfﬁ;&m{f "ﬁfn:é’:y Sultanee Pagodas, at 4 rupees cach, 2,400,” this
bo included this state- surn, together with other territorial possessions on
ment must be wrong; | e Ty . )
the gardens -on four the coast, made up an actual territorial income of
%L*E;‘:y alono £€S‘f§)’: 8,680 rupees, of which one-half represented the
9,000 rupees. ) demand.

As to her trade they remarked that the Beebee asserts that her profits
¢ do not exceed 20,000 rupees per annum. DBut of this last article she
has delivered as yet no particular statement, though she has offered, as
_already observed, to Mr. Lafrenais to make oath to the truth of it, a3
well as to the accuracy of the above statement of her land revenues.

On consideration of all the difficultics of the case, the Commissioners
came to determination on the 9th  April 1793 “ to cause the Beebee to
pay up the half of the revenues she acknowledges as above to be in
possession of for te two years, 966 and 967, that have passed since the
last conquest of her fort, and to make her at the same timo enter into a
written engagement, subjecting her entire possessions in tho Taccadives
to be sequestered by Government, if on our report that shall be deemed
an advisable measure by our superiors.

12
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“ The sum thus in immediase demand from the Beebee is as follows
“ Ist.—Half of her acknowledged land.

. RS. A, P.
Income on the contivent and islands ... o 4,340 6 1

“ 2nd.—Ditto ditto from her commercial profits. 10,000 0 0

e

! ' 14340 6 1.
which for 976 and 977 makes... e ... 28,680 12 3

“ The Beebee is likewise to sign the following written engagement
which is also to be witnessed by her principal Agent or Minister, Coonje
Puckee :— - ' -

“I, Beebee Balea, the P’rincess of Carnanore and of the Laccadive
Islands, &c, do acknowledge and give in writing that I will psy to the
Government of the Honorable English Iiast India Company the moiety
of whatever is the produce of my country according to the funds thereof
and out of the 20,000 rupees annual protic which I reap from mwy trade
with -the Laccadives I am also to pay the half to Government, besides
which I do stipulate to pay in like munner the half of whatever furthe:
income or profits from the said Iands or trade shall be hereafter ascer.
tained to accrue to wme by the inquiries of the officers of Government.

“And as it has been signified to-mo that after the rains a gentlemar
is to procoed to the Laccadives to sequester them for’ the advautage of
the Honorable Company’s Government, and to appropriate to the use of
the said Government all the produce thereof, I do, therefore, engage to
subuwit also to this if it shall be ordered by the Governor-General in
Council ; neither shall I in any shape object thereto or otherwise ; if it
be so ordered I shall be ready to account for the true income and pro-
duce and to pay the same to Government, wherefore I have written
these fow lines us a mochulka for the revenue of Government.”

Mr. Duncan informed the Commisstoners p]i:it he “ has sent his Inter-
preter Mahomed Hossin to the Becbee's house to see her execute the
engagoment as above recorded,” and reported to the Commission “that
the Beehee of Cannanore has duly exceuted the engagement, Subjecting
her islandy to be sequestered by Government, and her other funds to
further inquisition aecording to the translation thereof entered in the
'pr()coedings.” And, further, that she had agrecd in writing to pay
" Datod 20tk Shabaan, Rupees 28,680-12-3, the arrear of revenue due for
th pril 1207 (1793).  the Malabar years 966 and 967.

The views of the Commissioners are stated at length in paragraph 243

Paragraph 243 of the Of their report. After referring the decision on
repor, the alleged mortgage, the Joint Commissioners
notice the wide difference between the estimate of income from terri-
torial possessions and profits of trade, as returned by the Beebee of
Cannanore, anud the information which thé Joint Commissioners had

o

91

Joint- Commissioners 2,000 candies of coir instead ?f 700 as now averred
veport, para. 246, by the Beebes of Canmanore. They proceed: “Mean-
while-we took an engagement from the Beebee, binding her to pay to the
Honorable Company the moiety of what she had, as above_ noticed,
stated to be her public income from the revenue in kind and in mouey,
and the commercial products of her estates, both which, taken at her
present estimates, amount in favor of Government to Rupee?, 14 ,‘3'10-6-1%,
of which we also thought it fair, and did thercfore insist (in view to the
peculiarity of her situation a$ a conquercd enemy) on her paying the
arrears for the two years of 960 and 967 that had. clapsed since the last
reduction of her country by Sir Robert Abercromby, although none of
the other Malahar Chiefs have been required to pay any thing to Govern-
ment prior to-the beginning of 968; us we still retained consic‘ier:?ble
doubts that the Beebee had not delivered a full account of her rcceipts
and profite from the Laccadives, and thought it probable that your Lord-
ship wight wish, for several rcasons, to have those islands explored, we
caused to be inserted in the engagement from the Beebec a clause
binding her generally to the payinent of the moicty of whatever is, or
shall be; ascertained to be the produce of her country, including the
half proportiou of the profit that she reaps from her trade with the
Laccadives ; and farther reciting that, as we had, in consequence of the
doubts above suggested, announced to her the determination of Govern-
ment to send, after the rains, a proper person into thosc islands to
sequester them for the advantage of the Hororable Company’s Govern-
ment, and to appropriate to the use of the said Government all the
produce thereof, she doth also engage to submit and conform without
objection to this disposition, if such shall be ordercd by your Lordship
in Council, or to be ready, if called upon for that purpose, to account
for (what ‘we caused to be termed) the true increase and full produce,
and to pay the same to Government, to whom we have thus preserved the
right of making cvery further serutiny that may be deemed advisable,
which may eventually compensate for the trifling amount of the Beebee’s
engagements ; concerning which we shall in this place only further
remark that, however isadequate they may appear when compared with
the 80,000 pagodas of Tippoo’s sehedule, yet it was not withont a con-
siderable degree of persevcrimce and some show of determination on onr
part that we were able to conclnde with her even as we have done; for,
independent of the paucity of her apparent means, her situation, as a
subdued and widowed princess at the head of a young family, and,
reverenced by all théMalabar Mopillahs as the chief of their tribe, render
her at once an object of compassion and respect; and she had so well
availed herself of these laudable grounds of gencral sympathy towards
her (in which we-confess that we ¢participate) as, aided by the pleas

w "
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which in combination with Moossa she set up relative to the Laccadives,
to have hitherto avoided paying any thing whatever to Government for
the period of upwards of two years that had elapsed since the last
reduction of her country by the British arms; which arrear we have,
however (as already noticed), thought it our duty to canse her to
account “for at the same rate with the current year’s revenue, so that up
to Seplember 1793 she will have paid about 43,000 rupees to ‘the
‘Company’s Government.”
The settlement of the Joint Commissicners above detailed was in
Supervisor to Nor. MITCAT for 967 and 968, For the next year, the
thern  Superinteudent, ~ Supervisor directed that a similar settlement be
Zoth January 1794, made “ for the year 969; and that the sum of
Rupees 10,000 be levied for our half of the exclusive trade to the islands
and 1,200 for her gardens-—thls being half of 2,400, at which she
values them.”
And the Beebee of Cannanore oxpres:;ed herself ¢ very willing to
Northern Superintend- P2Y immediately whatever that taluq may be
ent to Supervisor, 27th  assessed for the Malabar year 969, and also-the
May 1794. 10,000 rupees for her exclusive trade to the Lac-
cadives.””  The settlements for the first three years were provisional.
The Governor-General reviewed the Commissioners’ reportin 1794 and
observed (paragraph 40) that “ the next article that is left by the report
Extractsand abstracts 10 the consideration and orders of this Government
{:ernmn:srl&v;xvalof “3,1’ relates to the estate of the Beebee of Cannanore
. on the peninsulaand in the Laccadive Islands; and

Couneil of Joint Com.
. . B . . )
missioners’ report  ob mgre especially to the cxercise of the Company’s

ﬁ:lulﬁatrégidgzduve%ﬁ rights in virtue of the Beebee’s state of subjection
of Bombay. during the late war, and of her engagement
entered into with the Commissioners (as per the 946th paragraph of the
general Teport) to take possession of such of these islands s still remain
- to her, being those that had not hoan previously to the breaking out
of the late war, occupied by Tippco Bultan.” Enough had been elicited,
he observed, in reference ““to the ples fonuded on the pledge deed, to
destroy any important remaining degree of force and validity to a deed
which from the first does not scem to have been acted on, or conformed
to, by the pqrtles themselves in rospect cven to the mode or price of the

This wan farnishod by Af'ufum receipts of the coir, which is tho object of
‘Mr. Haodlogs report, it But he directed (paragraph 42) that furcher
%;?‘f;hefe;relﬁ?gn ;{;2;2- mformation be furnished relative to Chowakara
Tessary. Moosza’s dneﬂ‘ vion.

It was further ordered (paragraph 43) that whilst these inquiries
are proceeding—after advising the Becbee of our instractions, requiring
her concurrence snd co-operation in their execution—you.will depute
an intelligent and duly qualified person or persons in one of your
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craizers to proceed to and make as full an investigation as po«nble into
the state and produce of such of the Laccadive Islands as remain still

. under the Beebee’s: government ; the report of which investigation we

request you to transmit to us, together with the result of the other two
heads of inquiry above pointed out, whereupon we may ultimately
decide relative to their future management, as well as concerning the
annual revenue which the Beebee of Cannanore can on the whole be
permanently assessed with to the Company. > :
The Queen Ketch was placed at the disposal of the Supewlsor for
Governor to Super- €mployment on the survey of the Laccadives; and
‘l’i?s;f 10tk December  he applied for the services of Ensign Bentley of
Suporvisor to Come the Engineers ‘‘ to examine into the present state
wanding Odficer, 23rd * thereof with respect to population, extent, natural

December 1794, L
Supervisor to Beebeo Produce, trade and manufactures.” And the

. of Cannanore, dated 24th  Beebee of Cannanore was requested to send persons
. December 1794,

acquainted with the navigation to conduct the
ship to the islands, and to give orders for such assistance as the Com-
mission might require., -

Licutenant Bentley was directed to report ¢ as soon after your

Supervisor's instruo- arrival as you shall be enabled to give the
tions to Ensign Bentely, information, whether or not the service is likely to
dated 2nd January 17‘% proceed without any material obstructions either
on the part of the inhabitants or from the secret influence of the
Beebee's Agents.” And he was directed carefully to avoid landing on
or interfering with the inhabitants of Tippoo’s isiands. .His instructions
procecded : ““ you will perceive that a particular knowledge of the
natural products of those sequestered isles, their quantity and valuo
constitutes a primary object of the wishes of Government. Lvery
information you can procure on this head, as well as in regard to their
goneral state in point of population, government, trade, and manu-
factures, will prove of Jmportance, and must, therefore, claim your

" oceasional attention.”?

L.eutenant Beutley started on the 4th and made the islands on the

From Ens‘gn Bentlcv 6th January 1795; and reported having “ since
;0 dsupcﬁ;fr,J dated becn employed in examining the natural produce
rot, 1Lt
o5 ‘“1“;“”)’ of the island, inquiring into its trade, government,
‘ /' and manufactures, and in surveying its circum-
2
ference.” He promlsed further report, and added that he had ¢ every
reason to expect the service-will be carried forward with the ntmoss -
facility, and that it will secure every assistance in his (the Becbee's
man’s) power to afford.”
Lleutenaut Bentley fuade his roport on. his return from .the island
Ensign  Bentleys ‘Which he prefaced by a few remarks on Tippoo’s
Xz;:ﬁth;x}bm;tted 13th islands. Amend, he learnt, contained about 1,000
Qs
. inhabitants and manufactured 850 to 400 candies

LY
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of coir.  Kiltan and Clhietlat contained each about 100 souls, and manu-"

factured 86 candies of coir each. Kadamut was uninhabited and
unplanted. ‘

Lientenant Bentley reported more fully on the
Beebee of Cannanore’s Tslands.
Agaty, he found, preduced cocoannut, castor-oil plant and plantain,

Abstract thereof.

with popay. Population consisted of 180 families, supposed to number

about 900 souls. Tho mannfactures consisted of coir, oil, mats, chunam.
The exports comprised of 250 candies of coir and few cowries, jaggery,
&c.  And the establishment consisted of a Karyakar and Writer, whoso
pay was respectively four maunds of rice to Karyakar and two to
Writer, who also reeeive certain contributions from the people.

He inspected the uninhabited islands of Bingaram aud Tingaram, for
the produce of which a sum to the amount of 400 cupees (paid in coir)
was charged against the people of Agaty on account cf thesc islands
and of Beebee of Canvanorc’s other property. No compensation is
made for labor. ) ‘

" Androt (Anderoo) produced, he found, besides the above, also bread-
fruit trees, coarse grain, cuddapilas or Morinda citror. tree. "The
population was 250 families, comprising about 1,250 souls. Beebee’s
private property was charged on the people at a rental of 400 rupeeé
per annum. Exports were 350 candies of coir, jaggery, &e. Imports
rice, &c. The establishment and its expenses were the same as in
Agaty—with similar cesses. .

Kowraty (Cabuty) is described as similar to the other islands in every
respect,  Vegetable 'pm'ducts were cocoanut, breadfruit, and lime trees,
coarse grain, &e. Population consisted of 200 familics, or about 1,000
souls. He found the principal people of Kowraty charged with a sum
of 400 rupees per annum for Beebec’s property on the island.  Exports

~ consisted of 300 candies of coir, some cowries, jaggery, &c. Imports

rice, salt, tobacco, &c.  The ostablishmont was the samne as elsewhere—

with similar allowances, and the same contributions from the people.
Kolpenni was peopled. by 270 families, or about 1.350 inhabitants.-

He fonud the islanders charged in the sum of 400 rupees (paid in coir

. or cowries) on account of Beebee’s property. Exports consisted of 350

caudies of coir and cowries. He found that the same restrictions of
trade and disadvantageous rates of payment obtained everywhere., The
Karyakar of this island being an inhabitant was on half the usual
allowances, but he was exacting the same cesses as the foreign officials
on other islands. ‘ )
Licutenant Bentley visited Miracoy and fouund 1t physically similar
to the other islands. Vegetable products were, however, more various.
Breadfreit, lime, plantain, supary, and junglewood grew readily. The
population consisted of 400 familios of 2,000 perscns. "The internal
management was on the same footing as on the other islands, the

E -
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}Beebee’s property being under the
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Karyakar, who manufactured the

produce at the'expense of the people, and remitted frop 600 or ?00 rupees
annually. The exports amounted to about 490 czu}dles of coir, cowrics,
dricd fish. The islanders had twelve boats in which tl_xey traded with
ngal. : <
BeI]feutenant Bentley reported that great care had been taken in getting
the information which ke collected and believed to be correct. He
showed that the annual export of coir must at that t.ime have been ab
least 1,560 candies. The information obtained relative to the cowryi
trade was deficient. ' ,
Lieutenant Bentloy carefully ascertained the state of the pcgples
feelings towards the Becbec’s government’ and
their expectation from the British ; and reported : -
“ The general information I received respecting those islands I had
at Underoo from ono of the chief men of the island, named COOtlaSSH:;
with this I had eversr reason to be satisfied, as in all material p?ints it
perfectly agreed with the particular information I received at the dlf.I‘ere'nt.
islands. This man, after expressing to me in strong terms the miseries
to which the oppression of the Becbee had reduced the inhabitants,
declared that from the surrender of Cannanore they had expected the
arrival of the English at the islands, and that {rom such interference a.lt?ne
could they hope for a comfortable subsistenfe to themselves and fa'xmhes.
«I very particularly inquired at every island into those circum-
stances fo which ho had forcibly drawn my attention, and I everywhere
found the same misery amongst the people, and the same anxious
confidence of relief from the interference of the Knglish.”
In submitting Mr. Bentloy’s report to the Government, the Supervisor
éupewism‘ to Gover. " remarked: “1It i; scarcely necessary to mention
nor in Council, dated that the inhabitants of the islands wish for and
Loth April 1795. expect to be relieved from their sufferings in conse-
quence of the monopoly of their coir manufactures by the Beebee of
Caunanore, and that many advantages must result to the Company by
allowing frecdom of trade to the islanders; indeed I am persvaded it
will appear equally just ag necessary to rescue from oppression an indus-
triods and considerable portion of newly acquired subjects a measnre,
considering their inclination and interests, of easy accomplishment,
although, of course, the Beebee would expect some compensation for

* gth December 1795.

 ths loss of thé most lucrative branch of her commerce.”

' n reply the Governor of Bombay stated that ““he is of opinion that

. ("the inhabitants of the islands ought to be relieved

som Secretary to'-. ) 3 3

Ge ornment toSapervi- from the oppressions of the Beebee of Cannanore,
J Y . N . .

8o dated Oth Juno i795. 41 q gllowed the same frecdom of trade as the

T orded 7th July. subjects in tho province of Malabar enjoy, and the

: . ) - 5] . 1"
samo has been submitted to the consideration of Governor-General.
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o . .
Lieutenant Bentley’s report was submitted* by the Governor in Counci
% Letter 30th May Of Bombay to Governor-Gencral of India, whost

1795. -
replyt acknowledges i eipt, @ adverti
+ Dated Fot Willim, I yi ek ?es,.xts receipt, and “ adverting
27th July 1795 t0 the objects of this survey, the confirmatior
1798 e . , . )
gsﬁf%r’dea September resullvmg f'rom ib of the grievances sustained by
the inhabitants of the above islands, and the

Supervisor’s remarks upon it in his lotter of the 15th April, we cannot
hesitate to direct, in compliance with your recommendation, that the
monopely of the trade of the several islands dependent on Cannanore
be immediately abolished, and thgt the duties on imports from them
as well at Cannanore as at other ports on the Malabar Coast, be rogu-l
lated in like manner with the duties on imports from other p’laces.

¢ Qur conquest of the territory-of Cannanore, as well as the subse-
quent cossion from Tippoe Sultan and the agreement entered into by
the Beebee with the Commissioners, will fully authoriso adoption of
this measure, and moiety of the duties hereafter levied at Cannanore is
the utmost the'Beebee, under ber agreement, can be entitled.

“ It may, however, in consequence of the abolition of the present
monopoly of their trade, and of the cotrection of all oppressive abuses
of autherity on the islands, be practicable and just to make some
addition to tirc direct revenue which the Beebee now draws from them.
This revenue, which appears to arise from the produce of lands, the
immediate property of the Beebee, on the different islands, is smtéd by
Mr. Bentely to amount on the whole to” Rupees 2,400, which corre-
sponds with the accouut given by the Beebee herself to the Commis-
sioners, and cn which her revenue to the Company was fixed at an
Lalf as stated in No. 63 of tho Appendix to their general report.
Provious, however, to any determination on this head, we propose
that the Supervisor be instructed to consult with the Beebee on the
best mode of managing her several iglands in.future, and to settle
with her such plan as may appear most conducive to the easc and
soourity of the inhabitants, and, ‘al the sams time, as beneficial to
tbe Beebee and the Company in poiut of rent and revenue as a due
regard to her rights and those of the islanders (computed to be in num-
ber abont 6,500) will admit, reserving for the Company & moiety only
of the total amount receivable by the Beebee in strict conformity £
her stipulation.”” L

On receipt of these instructions, the Supervisor
addressed the Beebee of Cannanoro : C

“ In consequeuce of the accounts transmitted by me to the Gov
ments of Bombay and Bengal of the state of the Laccadive Isle
the Snpreme Government has deemed it just to meliorate the cond
" of the islanders, and to place them on a footing with the Comy
subjects in Malubar by abolishing the monopoly of the trade

30th Beptember 1795,
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several islands dependent on Cannanore, and regulating the duties
on import from them in the same manneras from other places. Should,
however, the measure diminish the revenue on which the share pay-

‘able by you to the Company was fixed, it may be necessary to make

some alteration in the jumma received from you, and also to make

other arrangements to secure tho safety and ease of the inhabitants,
and muke them as beneficial as possible to you and the Company, for
which purposes I shall, as soon as my present time may admit, meet
you at Cannanore; and for the present you cau send me a confidential
minister well acquainted with the islands. I may bo able to prepare
some plan to embrace the objects above recited.” ‘

In reporting the purport of the above address to the Beebee of
Cannanore to the Governor of Bombay, the
. Supervisor added : ““I likewise propose despateh-
ing one of the first express boats that may arrive on thia coast from
the Presidency to the Laccadive with proper persons to impart to
the islanders the favorablo intentions of Government towards them,’
as well as the intended: agrecment of measures here of their relief and
fotuare security.” ‘

The above correspondence passed in the latter end of September, and -
early in November the Governor of Bombay himself appears to have
been on the coast. The Beebeo of Cannanore applied to him direct,
_ *To Honorable the praying* that an interview might be allowed to
gg‘;f_"ﬁ%’ebéztofo?g;ﬁg: her at such place as he might direct to cnable her
nore, dated 14th Novem- %o lay her grievances before him. © But the Gover-
ber 1795. : . . .
+To the Beebee of Can- nor had _ not time for a personal interview, and
nanore, dated 24th Nov- referred her to the Jocal officers, who would report
ember 1795. - “the particulars of your situation, and alo mako
some adjustment with you relative to the Laccadive Islands. And yon
may rely that, consistently with the Honorable Company’s rights and
the general welfare of the inhabitants, your situation will always be
duly attended to.” - S .

From the proceedings of the Governor it appears that “the Beebce
of Cannanore came nevertheless to Calicut, in consequonce of which the
following proceedings iuok place :—Weunt this day to visit the Beebee

«Novembor 25th, 1795. of Cannanore and urged her to psy up her balance,
E}f&:ﬁ;;r"e the Beebee wh.ich she said she would do but that she had a
‘ . claim on the customs, and was only in arrear liko
_the f)ther Rajahs of Malabar; she then delivered a letter containing the
par.txculars of all he(x;claims, to which she requested an answer,"’ in*
which she ~

Complained, firstly of the enhancement of the jumma made on her
_Abstract of the peti- C€0ast territorial possessions by Mr. Handley for
tion, M.K. 969, altheugh the collection of customs had

13

Same date.
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been assumed on account of the Company tLat year, and urges that
her representation, to be allowed the same indulgences as the other
Malabar Rajahs, had not met with support. « .

2ndly.--Urged her clains on the Rajah of Cherikul on varions counts,
and among others for the land granted to her bv Tippoo in e\ﬂhmnge
for the Aumnv Island of the Laceadives ; and

Srdly.~—That in October last your petmoner received a letter from

“Sehjost of the Liscen- the Supervisor, saying ihe Company wish to have
- dive Islands in geweral™”  the trade of the island, and ordered your petitioner
to send a man of sense to Calicut to settle this; your petitioner is a
woman whose distress are many, and from this all her people who
fofmerly managed her concerns have left the service, and is alone
without belp or friends that can assist her ; thercfore your petitioner
relies on your honor for support in her right and for a maintenanco for
hLerself and for her distressed children, and that they may enjoy that
protection which has been giver them by the Company.

“On my taking leave of the Beebee she requested I would send 2
person of confidence to her to discuss the several subjects of her
application since, as she observed, she could not expect I would come
every day.

“In reference to the Beebee of Cannanore’s request of yesterday,
referred her application to Licutenant-Colonel Dow, to whom I delivered
the following memorandum of instructions :— .

“ Memorandum for Lieutenant-Colonel Dow.

“1 vefer you to the Beebee of Cannanore’s addreés to mé on the
several points she wighes to have settled ; and as all these points are
discussed in the Commissioncr’s report, 1 wish you to.take cach of them
up frem the information thercin contained, and adgding thereto the
proceedings since held, which Mr. Rickards can furnish you with, to
discuss their adjustent with the Beebee accordingly, and to let me.
know what may be advisable in respcct to the several points thus at
iseue. :

“Besides which it is my wish to obtain from tho Beebee ber full

- assent to the introduction of our Government into and over the Liacca-
dives, as she has, indeed, long ago engaged for, whenever it shall bo
demanded, and to engage her more willing assent it may be stlpuhted
that she shull still retain all her own landed property therein (as per
particulars thercof included in the schedule on the Commissioncrs’
proceedings, and referrcd to in their report) free of revenne, in all time
4o come, and she will, of courge, remain at liberty to trade thither in
common with the Company’s other subjects ; and the request she maLM‘
in her address abovo referred to, about her lands in Rardutura, may also’
be in that case acceded to, provided you find it absolutely necessary
to oblain her consent as to the Lactadives.”
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To Honorable J. Colonel Dow reported the result of this mission
%‘Sfan’ Ist December . 41e 1st December 1795.

«T have waited on the Beebee of Cannanerc and discussed the
several points covtained in her address to you, together with thke
proposition concerning the admission of our Gmcrnment over the
Laccadive Islands.

'« During the two confercnces I had on these subjects with the
Beebee I found her porfectly adverse to resign the sovercignty of the
islands, and she explicitly declared that she would never give her
w1lhng assent to this demand ; she expressed a due respect and sub-
mission to the commands of the Company ; she declared her readiness to
receive any regulationp that Government might think unecessary for
the island, but insisted that all judicial order IeldtIVP to them should
be communicated through her, for the faithful execution of which she
would be responsible. '

“She urged on this head that it was not for the sake of revenue she
opposed herself to your wishes, sithough she allowed this was an
important object for her family, but her chief motive proceeded from the
disgrace which would appear in the eyes of the country to be inflicted
on her. I held ont all the advantages that would be insured to her
provided she cheerfully assented to the introduction of our G/ovem-
ment, but without effect’; and I was only able to obtain that she would
choose ten persons, out of which number we might select one, and
give him instructions as may be judged proper. This proposition
came from herself.

" ¢ On the whole I would take the hberty of recommendin g, that this
medinm measure should be aceepted until we have leisure to ascertain
more fully the nature and value of the Laceadive Islands, as it appears
very problematical at present whether their produce would defray
the expenses of a regular government. This would also give time to
bring the Beebee into our views and dissipate her fears, for she is now

/1dently alarmed that we have other designs, besides the mere intro-
uactlop of our Government. It is almost impossible, and tinie alone
can make her comprehend our liberal and enlightened policy.” T

To Honorable J. Colonel Dow again addressed the Governor
Duncan, bth December
1705. more fully.

“The Becbee certainly did not agree to adnnt, a free trade into her
i-lands, but on the contrary expressed an aversion to the measure, which
1 did not press upon her, as there was no appearance of her present
acquiescence. Hereafter I have no doubt but she may be brought infe
thig and many other (beneficial views.

“ Reing well acquainted how apt those people are to recede from
their engagement, I took the precaution to carry Lieutenant Walker
w. h me in the several meetings I have had with this lady.”
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Verbal Agreement of Addey Rajak Beebee to Lieutenant Walker,
‘I, Addey Rajah Beebee, do hereby declare that I

' . give my willing
assent to the following particulars, viz. -~

» “ L fully and frecly consent that s person may be deputed, by the
Honorable Company, to the Laccadive Islands, to reside there, in orde
to ascertain their revenues, commercs, government, and to examine
“info all cirenmstances relating to the products of those islands. T alsc
promise to order the inhabitants of ihe Laceadive Islands to furnish
information on the above points without reserve, and to assist, as much
as lnys in their power, the objects of the inquiry.

““I'have entered into this agreement under the fullest confidence
that the Knglish Government have no unjust views on my privileges,
. \ 16

but on the contrary, by adwmitting a person. to examine cverything
deliberately, my situation will be rendered sceure and permanent.”

It cannot be gathered from the records why this négotiation was
. * Fl\)n Govornor in broken off, or whether any steps were taken to
sonngcil, to Commission- ; : .
ors, duted 98th Augnsg CAITY out these concessions, go far as they went—
- . 1 " )
llgzzm o . probably not. A reference was made to Bombay*
b )¢ IOVCIrnoT in ; - e .
Council, to Commission. L0 2scertain whether any further correspondence
eufx,;tobm Oétubex: 1797. existed on the subject; but the replyt shows
T OTUmiasioners . N v .
to Government, dated thab it does not appear whether Mr. Stevens, the
945 . P rd - g i ; )
12th October 1797, Supervisor, met the Becbeo of Cannanore for the
purpose mentioned in his letter of the 30th September 1795 to the

Beebee of Cannanore, or whether she depated any person, as directed.

Sy, . o . - -
Digicelty in realising the revenue from the Beoebee of Cannanore.

\ . .. :
From tl.e correspondence noted in the margin it appears that vnder a

Beebee of Qaunanove to Conmiesion- jummahbundy made by Mr. Handley
ers, dated 18th January 1793, in 1793. i ds 1t}

Becbeo of Cannanore, to Northera m. 793, In - accordance with the
Buperinteudent, datod oth Felruary 1795, original agreement with the Joing

Beebeo «f Cannanore, to Northern C S . hich .
ERaperintondent, dat~d 20th" June 1795. ommissioners, wilc Sub.]ected her

Beebeo of Caunanore, to Northern territories to further scrutiny, the
Superintendent, dated 30th June 1795, N .

Boebee of Cannanore, to  Northern assessment on the Bef’bee of
Baperintendent, dated 21st October 1795. Caunanore_’s coast properties was
enhanced by about 2,000 rupecs per annum for the year 969-70. To
this enhancement she objected, and furthér claimed to be placed on the
same footing as other Rajahs of Malabar in respect to Malikhenah
allowance of one-fifth from the revevues of her estates and quinquennial ;

lease. The Superintendent reported that— = - : ,

“ Although repeatedly informed in personal conferences that it was
in vain for her to expect to bo placed on the snme footing as the other
Nutive Chiefs (agrecable to the request contained in her first letter) from
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LA
ich she must well know, still she persisis 1n urgjng this g
subsequent correspondence.” It appeared fiurther thff;t.
or 969 (1795), being & balance of nearly one-fifth
of the revenue, ‘ which it is very probable she
pefll;xoti‘nd?;(:g]aizg 2%:1!; retains till she receives a final answer to her first
July 1795 letter, and as she by no means seems to rest
satisfied with what T have informed her ;” measures hadﬁto' be' taken
to enforce prompt paxment of these arrears, and A plan of binding her
to future regularity by signed agreement was carried out.
The same irregularity, howevor, recurred in respect to the .payment
of revenucs in 1796,
d:i(g'téiri p Srtillp\]e;ignﬁt.endent, to Beebeo “of Cannanorve, and thé came obje_c-
From Beebeo of Uannanore, to Northern ‘Superintend- i
eut, dated 15th April 1796,

causcs wh
point in her
there is an arvear f

tiong and claims were

: ersisted in. Most
From Beebee of Caunanore, to Northern Supericiend- P ; .
eut, dated 13ih September 1795. voluminous correspon-

- 3. dafod 12t
From Beebee of Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dated 12th denco appears on record
September 1796, \tod 201 ¢
Prom Beebes of Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dated 20th hetywween the Beebee o
September 17¢6. ) he local
%t‘rom Beebee of Cannanore, to Mr, Coward, dated 20th. Cannanore and the loc
August 1796. . . officers on what she
Trom Becbee of Carnanere, to Mr. Coward, dated 1st X
) a .onceived to be her
Qctober 1796, . o cone ¢
From Northern S.npgnnteﬂdent, to Beebee of Canna- grievances, &c" and in
nore, datoed Gth April 1796, ’ 1 .
From Northern Superintendent, to Becbee of Cansa- respech to the collection
nore, dated 4th Aungust 1796. N ctandin e
Fr’um Northera Superintendent, to Bechee of Canna. of the outstar g
nore, dated 11th September 1795,. ‘o G ioner balance. At length a
From Northern Superintendent, to Commissioner, o R .
dated 7th September 1796. severe warning ) had to
" % Commissioner to Northern Superintendent, dated he given: * We have
* 18th Septomber 1796., 2nd para. ) already been 50 Cxplici‘é

as to the positive inadmissibility of the Rajahs and Chief% being all'o.wed
to fun one rea in arrear on theiv quinquennial lease to Rajah of Cherikul,
and the Beebeo of Cannanore should be informed that if they find any

_ difficulty in’fulfilling the terms of their respective engagements, the
Company will have no objection to the resuming}the mapagC}nelxts of
the collections and relieving them from the burthen, and that if a ready
compliance be not yielded to the former the latter will be insixﬁed on.”
. : The commiunication of these sentimentst to

+ Norihern™ Superin. . . : L o e
tondent  to Beeboo of Beebee of Cannanore elicited a memorialf in which
g:;aa,?;;i’l?;éed 8th  che repeated her grievances and claims seriatim.

t Dated 4th October  She objected lst to the enhancement (ul.)ouh
1796. + 2,000 rupees) of the jumma on her possessions
on the coast made by Mr. Handley jwr170 !’?',;' ich, {aised her d‘ema.nd
(10,000 rupees as g moiety of.profits %;]L&ccgqm '“tx;&dé incl.uswe) to
16,237 rupees, instead of 1 {310 ‘rupces as it E’i‘m‘dfﬁfg@g‘ xed in arrear
for the two years, 1791-92#0y-the Joint Commissibn®k
for M.K 968 (A.D. 1793) £f o Filae o - 1

[, S
P f’f‘ dod ‘

@

' nd continued -
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2nd—To pay duty on coir, half of the proﬁ.ts of which she pays t;.

Company. .
3rd.—She claimed to be placed on the same fo
of Ralandatura with reference

A ‘ i ) ‘Mma €T
1‘ l)h h S tO p (&) 9 h T te H tlon about/ th b t'l,lm Of b
W or a rev nt all {ult e ﬁl TCA [3] > g ’ (3]

8 33
tenure under the Company’s Government. )
lotter was written to the Beebee of Car.mfmor. yin T ly fo her
A e A memorial of 4th October, informing ner, wi fer- |

in reply to her!

oting as the Achans
to her jumma on those lands. : ced :
4th.—She revised her differences with the Rajah of Cherikul ; first, r;)éxted Sth October ence to thedisputed jumma, t-hatt.hfa Comxrg:ss{wg%iz
about Canatoor and Coruchella; second, about certain propertics in C c ;}irected Mr. Peile to inguire into this (11561:811067 dﬂé‘vomz
Cherikul; and, thirdly, claimed that be be made to give up certain }Hd : :howjeon in conjunction’ with yor a permanent Jumma’.ﬁ‘l beg
lands made over to her in virtue of Tippoo’s Sanad in Hew of four -Scmﬁle ‘,e‘l "t ’receives the sanction of Government, there W‘l - Li
islands on the Laccadives which he had resumed. - thh" 1 4 : =he¥eafter. According to the arrang ement that a:na‘%
Sth.—Prayed to | o dﬁvtd :g};-d ‘between you and Mr. Peile, you x‘no:‘f, theretorzg
Malabar. ‘ . b'e t- UBEL"'m’mmlnla t0 pre..vent" future altercation. .As' to (_;an:fﬁoor ajl-
; InAconsultation* the Commi 28’ no(::hﬂl; the management of these small districts ml}bf,rimadiz‘:
iudlshe u..lus, of the Company’s Tahs.i]dar to prevent thle t.Z;O (L}llllerikulu
utes that have occurred on this subject between you an( . 1 agrecment
%q'ah. T do not find that you are entit?ed, by your omgl‘na d—?]th;ue to’
t; Jan)’ remission of customs ; these duties must, thelzcrmz;' Z(;;ry other?z
be collected on your goods in like r{lannor a8 upo}x; t 70:. oo a.gree-j‘.
trader within the Company’s limits in Malabar. hy yo ¥ th: enaseable
ment you are mob entitled either to a fifth s arted( And us o your|
revenue ; this indulgence caunot, therefor‘e » be grﬁnﬂc} ) other Rajahs of
claims of being put upon the( samo footmg le,t t ieasonable 0 vou |
Malabar, T must beg leave :0 obser;f)zrtltlﬁt; thzsf;l;)nd the othor Raj;hs ‘
expect it, since you must remem ‘ N ith Tinpoo |
! mend it for the sanction of Government ; but to prevent all further Z(:lr fxl-)ieﬁds and allies, at the commencement of the Lute war with TlI’POO;

. altercation, the Beebee must, after this further scratiny into the state Sultan, whereas you were in thg opposu?e stat]: of atgiv:‘ilzggi v ::];?gz; ?
of her revonue funds, execute an engagenient binding herself in a fixed whom we were obliged to conquer. As it ha.s been se ed betmeon you
payable amount to Governmeont, from which, in as far as it shall be . and the first Commissi_orxers that you should engoy your meted (to_ .
sanctioned by the Honorable the President in Council, there will be no. the district of Rhandaterra on the same term? 'as are ];,’ an od fo the
future deviation.* other Achens, I have only to add that Mr. Peile bas een ,i .. mth ’

to admit of this indulgence t-owards'; you; at the sar.no.ltn]n‘c\ .ca'e%;;

help expressing my hope that you will, on yonr part, simi ar y acquiesce
in the terms 1 now propose to you.”

be placed on the same footing as other Rajabs of

ssioners resolved, “in order to put-an
* Minute, 8th October €nd to diffienlties of this kind in the realisation
1796. of the revenue now due and what may become

to issue directions to Northern Superintendent to
revise Mr. Handley’s enhancement of the Jumma which was fixed by the
Joint Commissioners for 966-67 (in arrears) and continued for 968.

« W, g AL - e ami
Commissioners to We have to desire that you will examine the

Worthern Superintend- _ground and particulars thereof, which you must,
. ent, 8th Octobor 1796, |

of conurse, find upon the records of your division

80 as to form a judgment whether the increase upon the Commissioners®

original settlement is such as can be reasonably defrayed by the Becbee,
and upon your adjusting thus much with the Beebee, we shall recom-

due in future,”

“2. You will perceive by the original arrangement with the Com-
missioners that she is entitled to no remission of customs ; none will,
therefore, bo admitted. Her ciaim to one-fifth share of the revenue is

j : . A . ) .o : heir acti Beebee of Cannn-
. equally unfounded, since she. cannot pretend to the privileges enjoyed The Commissioners cxplained their acuog (;I:ht lg tober 1796, to Go
. . . . . H 3 ; Ope i 1A -
' by the Malabar Chiefs who co-operated with, instead of oppusing us, as Commissionor, 20TCS memorial, date . 'lc der a r,c gard to
L eq o . . ommissione N . . atati : ¢, under a-regd ¢
she did in the late war. Her right as one of the Achemars of Randa- - to%r(?f;mm in Comucil, vernument by stating tha.t w ;l ) they could by 10
terra is discussed in the enclosures of our letter of the 18th ultimo. dated 9th October 1793, her present and past situation, they

{ This will be admitted to the extent described in those instructions, bus paragraps =

Canatoor and Canotchalla have, we believe, Leen already committed to tions or privileges claimed by her; yet, ¢ considering ‘tthit;d"iutr:t}hl;
the exclusive management of a Tabsildar on our part, and confirmed by Beebee terms her gricvances have for years back (_zox?stl' :1:& . :,n}-;;re.d .
« Government on acecount of the bitter animosity and dispates that it general series of una insted representation and vefercnce, ; [ )(:n his
i occasioned between the Beebee and her neighbour, the Rajah of Cherikul; to us to be much better to pat a final stop to all alterca: .11101. mI‘” e
"' We wish this arrangement in regard to Canatoor and Canotchalla to be subject for the future by cansing the Superintendent, alter e

) v ) : . TSN on the late Commissicners
continued. And we shall, moreover, write to the Bechee the purport of . tion of the groundsof the difference between the la

i i , 4 ; P ne fixed and perma-
-these iustructions, to the end thet such an agreement be now made | and Mr. Handley’s settlement, to determine upon o

means consider ber entitled to any of the exemp-

s
«
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nenf .Y 4~,!\ N 1 E \ T o T N
. 6 px‘-,hu,le jumma on which an Ekrarnama should be excented by
he part-;a::s, and contain express stipnlations as to cvery point of her

[~ Fa) L M 1 . 3 ‘
present ciaims, or as sho terms them gricvances.” -
The Northern Superi . :
Northern Sopervintendent reported - his iati it

g » Teported “lis negotiat ‘ he
- Boebee on the : ious points, | 3 o e
16tk Octoher 1796, ‘ on tne varions points, laid down for his
guidance.. As to the setilemoent of the third point
R a1l L3N} oy N . i, N o
{relinquishment of her pretended rights in being considerod in thé lichs

=1

tj.-.i()ll.*.s),.(h(‘:, repc»rted that }-Le found ag much difficulty as he did on the
fugféiéi]:ll :ii}? i'gc:lﬁ ‘thltpurt{f‘d ;‘I‘ermh-s' of Canatoor and C;.metchalia) .

wever, > adds, was fortunate enough {o prevail npon her
to give them Loth up, but with a kind of reservation on the latter
head, and on which she seomod, with much feeling, to lav a great

- stress, ghe was very willing the Cumpany should for ever consider thern

P I own and make § : : :

; ag their own and make the eollections without any claim on her part
; possession of the two Terrahs ; this I assured her T would recommend
i in the most pointed manner.

““ On the second point (the exemption from customs) it was settled that
on all articles of werchandize, save coir fmported from the Laccadives
she wonld most willingly pay the eustoms as & merchant.  Her reasbr:
for not agreeing to pay the customns on coir as above was that when
the original agreement was made that sle should pay 10,000 rupeey
per annum for the half share profit on her trade to the: islands, the
customs were then in her own hands. This objection appeared to me
very reasonable, and as the amount upon an average for the last three:
years 18 nof, more than 150 rupces per annam, I think I can, without
any tmpropriety, recommend that the customs on thix article may not be

~ insisted upon. )

I “The settlement of the jumma which ‘had been fixed at 16,287}
rupees (including the half of her profit on her trade to the Laccadives
10,000 rupees per annum, and half her jenmém property iu those islands
2,400 rupecs) she complained against as being too i}igh ab first, and.
that immediately after it had been fixed a great number of trees near
the fort had been cub down ; this T was perfectly well ussured wus the
case. 1 thercfore proposed. that she should pay 15,000 rupces per
annum, which she most readily agreed to, o

“Having thus brought the business into train, which, if confirmed by

*our honorable superiors, I make no doubt but in future the collections
of Cannanore will be as regular as any othor part of the coast; with a
further advantage of those claims (which has higherto been the source of
much trouble and perplexity) being done agvay. I shall feel much
pleasure if the arrangements meet Four approﬁtion.”

fthe AMalabar Rain o . :
of the Malabur Rajnhs so fur as being allowed one-fifth of ber colloc-

but that she never could consent that the Cherikul shonid be put in
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The Commissioners intimated their approval of the arrangements,
s and directed that an agreement might be sccord-
rﬁ"&?ﬁi%ﬁ;iﬁnmné" ingly entered into—with reservation relative to

at, 18th Cotober 1796, the Laccadives. )
ove of your proceedings with the Beebee of Cannanore;
oreeable to the tenor and puarport of which you will please o causo
:-lc;e. Beebee to execute an agreement to be considered ay finally binding
vhen ratificd by Governwent, a copy of which you will transmit to us
1 soon as convenicnt, that it may be transmitted to the Presidency fe:-g
‘he purpose of being laid before the Honorahble the President in Councili
‘or his sanction. In the above agreement to be execnted by the Beelbes
careful to imsert a clause containing a reservation to
specting the Laceadive Islands, to the intont expressed
late Joint Commission, ander date the 11th

!
;
H
1
H

“We appr

gou will be
Government re
n the proceedings of the .
April 1793, voucher 63, copy of which was transmitted to you for you
information.” :

Frota Compiissicners, The Commissioners alse advised tho Governor

to Governor in Council, bav of bhe progress of the arrange.
dated 18th  Octsber of Bowbay prog g
1796. ments,

« On the 9th instant wo had the honor of laying before you, in our
address of that date, copies of our correspondence with the Acting
Northern Superintendent and Beehee of Cannanore relative to the
anfoundod and indefinite claims which the latter had always urged in
bar to the realisation of the rovenues of that district, including our
letter of the 8th instant to Mr. Peile, accompanied by one of the same
date to the Bsebee, containing an explicit declaration to the latter of the
conditions with which she must comply, and our own corresponding
orders to the former what he is to exact. Wo have now the pleasure
of enclosing copy of a letter, No. 6, received this morning from that
gentleman, whereby you will perceive that he kas come to an under-
standing with the Beebee on all the points which she prétended were
doubtful with her hitherto, subject to the satisfaction of Government,
which we having approved thereof have desired may constitute the
grounds of an agrcement in the form of an engagement on tho part of
the Beebee to b exevated by her under the above proviso, and to con-
tain also the clause confirming to Government a right which, in
conformity to the voucher No. 63 referred to in the 252nd paragraph of
the Joint Commissioners’ reports, they possess—to sequester her posses-
gions in the Laccadive Islands for the sole use and beneiit of the
Company whenever it may be hereafter resolved on; and, in consideration
of the Becbee a(ﬁuiescing in’ the payment of a money revenue to?
Government of 15,000 rupees per annum (which is perhaps to the full
as much as her funds are capable of yielding since she has relinquished |

5
i

her claim to Canatoor and Canotchalla), we beg leave to submit to you *
14
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" whether this adjustment may not beallowed an equal degree of validity
as to the jumma of past years, so that upon her making good the full
sum of 15,000 rupees for each of the years at which her revenue is
assessed at the fictitious amounnt of Rupees 16,237-2-0, which she wonld
appear never to have acquiesced in, the remainder or balanco may not
in such case properly be written off the Company’s books.”

To _ Commissioners, Northorn Superintendent accordingly reports
:g‘;’gefa"hngeg“pﬁ?}; having exacted the prescribed agreement which
Octobor 1796, he forwards to the Cowmmissioners.

“ I, Beebee Balea, Lady of Cannanore, do agree and give this writing
to witness that I will pay to the Government of the Honorable English
East India Company 15,000 rupees per annum, being the jumma on
the houses, purrams, &c., situated at and near Cannanore, on my trade
to the Laccadive Islands, and on wmy yelm property on the said islands,
and I do further agree to pay the said amount of 15,000 rapees ab -

three different kists the first, or 5,000 rupees, on the 15th Dhannoo,
the second, or 5,000 rupees, on the 15th Medum, the third or 5,000

rupees at the end of Chingon. This article of agreement is not to do

away, nor is it meant to do away in any shape the rights which the
Government have to the Laccadive Islands as it is set forth in my
Mochilka, dated the 9th April 1798, or 27th Shaban 1207 Hegira.

“ 2nd.~—1 do agree to pay the customs on all articles of merchandise,
whether imported or exported by me, in the same manner and at the
same rates as the merchants of Malabar, save upon the coir imported
from the Laccadives. s

* 3rd.—I give up my pretensions to the onel@j{@sbare of the collec-
tion which is granted by Government to the Rajubs of Malabar, being
convinced that I have no right o insist on the said allowance,

“ 4th.—I give up all my right and title unto the Honorable Corapany
which I have claimed to the Terrahs of Canatoor and Canotchalla, and
do agree that the Company shall make the collections in any manner
they way think proper, except through the medivm of the Cherikul
Rajah, which I must earnestly solicit may not be granted to him.

‘“ 5th.—And I do agree to pay all arrears on account of customs,
except npon the coir which I may bave imported from the Lacca-
dives.” ’

CANNANORR, - (Signed) BEEBEE BALEA.
28th October 1796, or
M.8. 15¢h Toolam 992,

A counterpart of the agreement was sent to the Becbee by Northern
From Northern Suaperintendent, to Bechea Superintcndent‘ 3 and the Com-
f Cannanore, dated 1gt Novembor 1796, 1981 g r addressed th
From Commissioners, to the Governor jn L oo1o0Ere f:mtl](f : 4 the
‘onseil, dated 1st November 1796, Governor in Council on the

= subject.

107

{

" On the 18th ultimo we had the honor of enclosing a copy of the
:Actin g Nerthern Superintendent’s letter to

us, dated the 16th of that
sabject of his conferences with the Bee’fi‘ee off C.zz.lnnarlxo;z ;
we have now the pleasure of forwarfiingl ?.x.tract of a fl?i’t rc(a)rv gs(iaoual‘
from that gentleman, No. 3, to which is sub.]omedBcoI}:y 5 oa; P oo
engagement and obligation executed by the Beebee

structions to him of the 8th ditto, aud

Itimo founded on our inst lons
1clotlnmuznicated to Government in the letter we had the homor of

ddressing to you, under date the 9th of the same month, which we beg
'!lieave 'to :ubm'it' to your copsideration, to the end t':hab”the same may
tified or not, as you shall be pleased to determine.

month, on the

Befole the Xecelpt Of hhese laSt' pIOceedlngs, GOVGIHOI n CQuIlCﬁ.
From Governor ‘1im ha:d answer ed the CO mimissioners ]ettel Of bhe

Gouneil, to the C°'""{f“' 9th October ; with remarks on the Beebee of
i 12th November )
§170;68.rs’ . Cannanore’s memorial :— )

“ We think it would be hard on the Beebee to pay the dt.tf:% o(;) 1}]161;
cdir, besides the moiety of the full profit on her trade, p}x]'ou 1e‘ t af
molety were bond fide paid and accounted for ; and.as.tg er ¢ z‘nr‘;le:;’
exemption fr‘om customs you will find, by the Joint homm;ssxcf)‘ t};
letter to the Suprevisor of 13th September‘ ?793, t ablog fo N o

" amount of Rupees 14,340-6-0, which was originally settle or her
annnal payment, on the footing and condition of. the same constf,.\t;t;{;%
the moiety of her income, the sum of '12,1.()0 silver fanams o 2,
rupkes were to be deducted, she paying in suc;h case the fiuhes on
‘her own trade;”’ and with reference to her claims to certam“p?ssgs.
sions in Cherikul in virtue of Tippoo’s Sannad, he observe:d it has
already been signified to her that she can have no claim on our
Government for exchanges made betwee_n hfar and Tippoo whilst she
was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two paragraphs of
the Joint Commissioners’ report above alluded to (paragraphs 244 and
245).” '

Again on the recéipt of the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th October,
. advising the Governor of the progress .of the
‘coI;;xc;T. toG(?;;rvﬁ?:sio:i negotiation, the Governor in Council mtxmzjmted
ers, dated 15th Nov- 4 them that, under the explanation contained
ember 1705, pare. = in letter above (12th November), he was satisfied
with the proposed ©“ adjustment with the Beebeo of Car‘mzmore, in which
he (Northern Superintendent) has equitably enough improved on ti;a‘t.
pm-L of the first Commissioners’ orders of the 17th of September 1793,
that was quoted il our answer to you of the day befor'e yesterday, by
exempting her coir from the Cannanore duty, i.c., provided the som of
10,000 rnpees do really constitute the full moiety of her profits from
the trade with the Laccadives; butythat this may not be the case, the
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furtber information obtai - i
ber information obtained by our President when last at Calicut
} . i a . . " . . . - . Il ' d
,‘I»""%‘Ehm refers to E)pjeurs to contain suflicient indication to demand
- Mr. Bentley’s cstimate ot ieast so 't i i i by -
M, Dentioy's Ew;ue’ - me further Inquiry.  Since, by the
‘{f""]{}"’siw rupees, ang Cnclosed copy No. 1 of papers that he has laid
Mr.. Murdeck Urown's -befor i h ' :
: e S : e us on the subject, there is reason to
: an?:)grr‘v uof the Ie 1eve that her profits from the trade with the
OWTY ILOBOPO~ accadives mus 1 most
Ties o, po-  Laceadives must amount, according to the most
}tnoderato of the caleulations therein stated, to
Fed, ¢
e xty, and by g ot%xer to above onc lzkh of rupees. The best
v ndf{ 19;1 e to advise the Beehee of Cannancre of our bhaving
gafned this information, o i g  parti h o
ot hor voply Hhamesor d& i fppnse ber of the particulars thercof, and to
L he DY LUereto, an ¥ 147 3
il i ) B ereupon to enter with her into an amicable
scussion of the merits, which may le

ang satisfactorily ascertaining the poiu\j& Eis?gg ’I’)mpomtmn for ey
part(()),? ;rix;sr‘(f:f:aslon it is also incumbent on us to advert to that
u(,mncﬁ h xL;urno‘:e)z;zmwnt Gen_em.l’si instructions to the late President in
]Etjon . t!,}:;e 27th of July 1795, which directs the immediate abo-
dépendenb O.n Cr:snopoly of tra;de of 'the several Laccadive Islands
g accvompm o ’naupre, sz object which our President appears, by
subjec,when ho e s 3 Culiut, mot by o e
s as . alicut, not to have been inattentive
:i,til:\ot‘] g}l: ?he shortness (?f ]?15 stay on the coast prevented his being th:;: .
W.w_}.l 211 ring the negotiation to a conclusion. It is now thereﬁ;-e our
\ Cxw SY;CZ:Q ic;il f\?oui)d ‘eudea-vour. to z'iccomplish this; and considering
pen s bd', g Mr. eile proved in his late various negotiations in the
ot ern : ivision of the province, wo think it may, with every
prospect o. a:lvantago, be referred to that gentleman, together with a
copy of the Supreme Government’s letter in question. That letteris
%ﬂread‘y wo believe among -the records of the Supervisorship, but lest
1]t s\hou'ld be mislaid, we enclose another copy, andh if yl:);1 x~shou.lc1
(h etr:x;m}uo to commit the proceedings on this delicate negotiation to
'.lr. J?exl‘e, you will of course farnish that gentleman with sach further
instractions as may appear to you most advisable, and best adanted t
procurf the Beebee's assent to the measure required by the (i}r-)c;vér'n?
menf General, Iu this you will not overlook that step already gained
py Colonel Dow in Zer assent to employ such agents for n-overiii tlvw
1sla.nds as may have your approbation, and under such i;;tructioxi. for
their guidance as yoa may prescribe; and should it prové necessary

above sixty, and bly t

- towards obtaining the Beebce’s assent to grant to her any better terms

&

n

than those held out in the Government General's letter, something
more may he conceded in this view out of her land ;eveuues i;
Rand.atef-rah, or from that in the vicinity of Cannanore, as you may
find md‘lspensably requisite. For, notwithstanding the tenor of the
lnstructions from Calcutta, we de not conceive that tho Governor-‘
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General in Council would desire, especially under present circtime
stances, to proceed to lay open the Laccadive trade in direct opposition
to the Beebee’s good will, and, therefore, if after all it c;annot. be t?ms
effccted, you will report to us the particulars for his information,
avoiding in the meantime any act or measure that may tend mate-
rially to lessen her present dogreo of attachment to the Honorable
Company's Government.” ‘

In acknowledging the letter of the 1st November reporting

From Govermor in the conclusion of the negotiation with the signed
Conncil, to Commis-  gopeement, the Governor in Council observed :

ionerg, dated 25h K . .
November 1796. «Our having so latety and fully written to you‘gt

on the subject of the Honorable Company’s probable claims on the {
Beebee of Capnanore, renders any present notice on the draft of her;
late agre'ement unnecessary. Bub we cannot omit again expressing' our ;
desir&that Mr. Peile may be able, consistently with his other vocations, !
to undertake the further negotiation which we have pointed out respect-
ing the Laccadives.”

Commissioners to Nor-’-
thern  Superintendent, .
26th December 1796. Peile—

«Tt will be most especially incumbent on you to
regard to the statements of the Besbee’s returns from her trade to the
Laccadives, enclosed in the letter from Government of the 15th ultimo,
which are so extremely disproportionate to what she has asserted to
be the case, that a very strict inquiry into this matter is indispensably
necessary previous to the ratification of her late agreement, which you
will please to institute accordingly in the manner pointed out in the
third paragraph of that letter.

«QOn the remaining part of the same letter and the last paragraph of
the lettor of the 25th ultimo, respecting the abolition of the monopoly
of the trade of the Laccadive Islands dependent on Cannanore,
Government have so fully explained the natare of the object in view
(which corresponds also with the views of the Supreme Governiment as
will be seen in their letter of the 27th July 1705) that we have not
any thing to add further than calling your serious consideration to the

means therein point=1 out as the most likely to ensure your success in
this delicate negotiation. And that as Government have been pleased ,
to express in the’ most unequivocal terms their highest approbation of
your conduct on all occasions of discussion on points the most intercst-
ing to our Honorable Companys employers hitherto, and have therecon
founded a very sanguine hope (ﬁ your compassing the present object®
with equal advarfage and success; so we desire, in like manner, to
signify our firm reliance on your exertions to accomplish thiz end, so
desirable in every point of view, according to the precise manuer in
swhich Government have so much tHo wish it should be effected.”
4

Accordingly the Commissioners directed Mr.

Pay particular
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No further mention of the Bechee of Cannanore and her affairs

From Secretary to

Government, to Commis. 1797, when the Secretary to Government address. |

sioners dated  7th A et ey S
, ed the Commissioners, communicating an extract

Aungust 1797. .
. of General Letter from the Honorable the Court of '
Directors, dated 1st March 1797, with the following instruction :— ‘

“ To transmit the fifth paragraph to the Acting Northern Superin-

tendent, as furnishing an additional motiva for his procuring the Beehee
of Cannanore’s consent to grant a free trade to the inhabitants of thef\(‘
Laccadives, in the prosecution of which object the Honorable the -
Governor and the Commander-in-Chief understand Mr. Peile is now at
Cannanore.”  The Honorable Court had intimated 1— '
- We very much approve of the measures that have been taken for}\'
Extract from a lotter TeliOVIng the inhabitants of the Laccadive Islands
gf,i’lt"bi}““35?3212’: (}r:e, from the tnppression of the Beebee of Cannanore,
lated Ist of March 1797, and allowing therein the same freedom of trade
rragraph 5. as is enjoyed by our subjects in the province of
Malabar.” .
Northern Superintendent, in acknowledging the above with erclo- -
Northern  Superin. 7o frpm the Hon.orable ?ourt, reported “ The
ondent, to Commis. Laccadive Islindsis a subject I shall have occa-
:3;2‘:; 173/_;3.'59(1 itk gion to discuss with the Beebee to-morrow or
next day ; and as she has hitherto eviuced great
cluctance in admitting our Courts of Justice into those islands inde-
endent of her authority, I should feel extremely obliged in receiving
vour advice, whether I may recede in any manner from a total abo-
tion of her authority, by endeavouring to prevail upon her (should sho
till object, which, from what she has already said, I think she will) so .
ir as to agree that a Company’s servant shall reside in some of the
slands for twelve months, to whom all complaints shall be referred by
he people before any punishment can be inflicted, and also, during .
12t time, to obtain such information of the produce of the islands as -
1y lead to a full discovery of their valne,” He further reported, -
ith reference to the information gained by Governmeut throngh
fessrs. Bentley and Murdock Brown that the revenne drawn by the
eebee of Cannanore from the islands had been greatly understated
y her hitherto, that the Beebee’s agent had applied for copies of the
scounts in order to draw up counterstatement, and that they had
sen supplied.
The Commissioners replied* to the above: “ We have only generally .
o ~ to refer you t0 our instructions of the 26th
* Commissioners  to . . . *
srthern Superintend- 1ecember last, since to decide on any particular
;.Tdntcd H4th August part thereof previous to the whole subject heing
' fully discussed would bo in many points of view -

occurs among the correspondence till Aungust .
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objectionable. Wo have, therefore, to desire, that you take as early an
opportunity as possible of giving a full consideration to-the general
- large regarding the Beebee of Cannanore

arport of your instructions at :
apndpher tenure of the Laccadive Islands, and that you will thereon exert

yourself to induce as complete an acquiescence on hfﬁr part as may be
practicable to the terms contained in our afmjemenmoned .lettfar of the
96th December last, when, should you find that hor object}ons are
imsurmountable to any particular part thercof, the same will be of
course statedin your general report, at which time weshall also 1.39 bette’x;

enabled than at present to judge of the weight they may b.e entltlfad to.
Mr. Peile submited a report of his negotiations, i which he
marked that the Beebee of Cannanore * declares

From Northern Sapot  yerself perfectly satisfied with her present agree-

intendent to Commis. e
sioners, dated 15th 8ep-  ment to pay 15,000 rupees per annum, and that

bomber 1797 she “does not wish for any alteration from the
present mode of paying customs, her coir from the island being
exempt, is all she desires.” He then proceeded to state the par-
ticular of his conversations with the Beebee on the subjects adverted to
in the letter of the Government, dated 15th November 1796.
On the first visit he had discussed her trade with Laccadives and
the profits therefrom, which the Government had been informed
‘were greater than hither to admitted by the Becbee. Her Minister,
Coonjey Packey, asserting at the same time, that the profits which
Government now received were equal to, if not more. than, what®
the Beebee actually gained ; ” had promised, if supplicd with transla-
tions of the information, to draw up within a few days the most true and
faithful statement of the receipts and disbursements on account of the
jslands for MK. 970 and 971. In this arrangement, though likely to
delay » final agreement with the Beebee, Mr. Peile acquiesced, being
anxious to obtain every informstion, and hoping that “ the delay wounld
be overbalanced by the knowledge I should obtain of the different

articles of merchandise that were sent to the islands, and which might -

eventually be of material use.”* Thetranslations were givenand he further
reported : “ I again waited son thie Beebee in order to prevail upon her to
come into the views of Clovernment by opening the trade to the Lacca-
dives. ButI am concerned toaddthut I found every argument fruitless,
and on my reminding her of her engagement entered into in April 1793
with the Joint Cowmmissioners, she mosf positively asscrted that she
had never understood that the islands were to bt sequestered at the
pleasure of Government ; all thaf she understood from that agreement,
was that if the Government did not credit the account given in by her
of the produce of the islands, a person might be sent to inspect, and
she would be subject to that inspection, if it was proved that the
islands yielded more profit than she had stated, which was 20,000

- - &
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rupees per annum. I confess I was much surprised at these declara- 7

tions of the Becbee’s, which were corroborated by her Minister, I
inquired if she had counterpart of the agreement, as also what I\an- ‘X
guage it was drawn in. She answered that she had not a counterpart, |
and that the agreement was in Persian, which had been explained to |
her as she had asserted, but nothing further. However improbable |
it may appear the Beebce denying her agreement, I conceive I should /
not be warranted if I did not state the circumstance.’ The very idea of ¢
throwing the trade open seemed to affect her cxceedingly ; she repre- !
sented that her whole dependance for herself and family was on these '’
islands; that if they were taken from her, her creditors would imme- ,‘
diately call upon her for the money she had borrowed ; an¥ that she |
had mortgaged the produce to Chowakars Moossa from whom she |
had borrowed 4,60,000 rupces, and was yet indebted to him |
2,00,000; that she was obliged to deliver the coir to him at 30,
rupees per candy, the profit on which barely paid the interest
of the money. She also represented that the islands being taken from /
her would disgrace her ; and that if such an event was to take place, (
herself and family wonld petition to Government to remove them from |
Malabar where their ancestors had resided for so many generations. In |
short, Gentlemen, T found it in vain any lenger to dwell upon this part f
of my mission. I therefore entered on the subject of the administration
of justice in the islands, and on this head I found the Beebeo almost as
averse as she had been on the former. With much difficulty I brought’
her to consent that Government might appoint whom they thought :
proper to administer justice, under any regulations which might be
deemed necessary ; and that she also would agree, in order to ascertain
the real value of the islands, that n person on the part of Government |
should reside for a twelvemonth in the islands for that purpose. But
that a written agreement shounld be giverll that the Courts of Justico |
would not interfere with her trade. Thy Beebee was requested to!
explain why she thought the Courts of Justice would interfere with her ;
brade. She replied, that formerly her family gave at the rate of 25
rupees per candy for coir, and she now'paid 30 rapees ; but that if
Courts were established, the people might complain that their coir was
worth 40 or 50 rupees per candy ; in which case, a representation wonld
como to this country, and in all probability she would be deprived
of the monopoly. It appears‘obsious to me, Gentlemen, that without |
shis monopoly is secured t6 the Beebee, any alteration that may be '
:hought necessary eitherin the trade or the administration of Jjustice,
will be in direct opposition to the Beehte’s feclings. However, by a person
esiding at the islands, the mode of administerin g justice will be known,
18 the Beebeo readily agreed that all matters should be referred to the
rerson remaining there, and be approved of by him, before any execu-

i
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ther by thi‘s residence Government wox:}ii :
btain a perfect knowledge of theproduce of the islands, and of t}ilg:’-)eizbon
| Jorht rise, either by throwing open the trade or carry bf .
bt g 'aniﬁ’trictions‘ Besides, should Government, :}t any fature
md‘e’f Ce*’t‘d{n’f};ém it expedient to negotiate with the Beebeie, this
s agam‘ ald be of the utmost importance, to those who mlgl?t be ‘
trusted :i‘:l:)the mission, as facts might be opposed to the asserfmpi
ol b - isters can now make without any great danger of heing
V;hﬁwht }:{31’ m';‘!;xle .Beebee proposed that if such a plan was adopte}(li,
;s;ee(;lféuld desire to have a person .011 her part to be hPrlelsinlga;tLptree-
framing of the accounts, as she was ignorant o€ t.hose. W »l(:,t,mct o
sented to her. The accompanying accoufxt No. ? 1stao~ ';ars —
Beebee’s supplies and returns from the islands for .wo ¥ ‘h,b‘.[ ho
e so extremely long and complicated t‘ at 1 was
) hole into one point of view. "I
) se accounts when

ion could take place: fur

nformatio

original accounts wer ‘
under the necessity of briuging the w le
confess I am.at a loss how to offer an opinon on the e very
contrasted with those of Lieutenant Bcnlt-ley, the difference being overy
in the article coir. ‘AndI have only to obser?e that
dopted (should Go‘vemment deter_mmi nob
to take possession of the islands) of stationing z;l ge;sonlhl; ‘zﬂe{z;
together with an agent on the part of th:.a Beebee, all di 1]c.x:h ‘ 1 : b
obviated, and whatever misvepresentations may have u:hex ,01 -
made on her part will be evinced to Government, and pub t”e value
the islands, in every point of view, beyond evasion or doubt. .
The Dr. and Cr. accounts produced by the Beebe'e of szuunanorefs
Agents, which purported to be correct retu:ns Sf xlecexpts and x:}f%e%dl\-
ture of the islands for the .years A‘M.Ix. 970-71 (A. D. 1795-96),
received no attention, and merited none. ' ‘
The Commissioners appear to have submitted Mr. Peile’s report to lee
Governor in Council on the 21st Scptember 1797, But the covering
letter is not forthcoming on the records, and the views of the Local
Comnissioners cannot boe shown.
. Gov m; of in Conagil, In reply* the Governor in Council, referring to

to ¢ ommissioners, datgd  Mr. Peile’s report of the 15th September idem,
21st October 1797.

great, particularly ar
I thiuk if the above planig a

remarked ¢ ]

« Paragraph 18. On the subjects of the Lacpadivesl and' the Beebee’s
ohjections to sarrender her sovereignty, or to adn}xt of a.free Fl‘ac}e‘
thercin, the following observagions have occurred on consideration of
what Mr. Peile hath written on “weg subject.

¢« 19, The Beebge’s making o plea of her ignorance of the Persian
language with a view to account for her present pretenc.led. w:mt‘ of
privity in respect to the latter part of her agreement with t{he h‘xst.
Commissioners, respecting the eventhal sequestration of these Laccadive
15

&
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* and though the Native Officers who then accompanied the
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Islands, and, above all, in tha view of preventing the trade in coir from
them being laid open, is a mere subterfuge on her part. The extract
herewith sent from the Proceedings of the first Commissioners, under
date the 11th April 1793, will show the full deliberation Messrs.
Duncar and Page acted with on this oceasion, and that it constituted a
concession they were determined to insist on, and did accordingly
exact, not perhaps entirely in conformity to the Bechec’s own wishes,
between whom and the other Rajahs and Chiefs they always endeavour-
ed to impress her with this distinction, that she was a couquered foe,

- and they, men who had taken part with us in redueing her late sup-
porter and protector ; and that she and her Minister Coonjee Packy
were well and thoroughly aware of what they thus agreed, and she ‘
signed to, there is no room to doubt. Nor will the Beebee’s pretext of ;
ignorance of the Persian avail, sinco Mr. Duncan has, during his subse- °
quent residence in Bengal, received letters from her in that language,

Commission

wero mostly either from Bengal or Madras, and are now returned to '

their respective countries, yet from Trimmul Row, a person formerly '
in the service of the Padinhar Colote of the Zamorin family, and who ¢

was employed afterwards by Mr. Duncan as an Interpreter, and -
happened to bein that capacity at Cannsnore ut the period of tho |
conclusion of the agreement in question, he has learnt through Mr. |
Wood, his present clerk, that there was, at that time in the Beebee’s ;
family a man called Bobajee Hadjee, who bad been 18 years in her
service,and is also a good Persian scholar; adding that it was this Bobajee
‘who, according to his (Trimmul Row’s) recollection, went with Mahomed
Hesaine, s native of Coromandel, and then one of the Commissioners’
Interpreters, and brought back the “agreement from the Beebee
executed ; after (as Mr. Duncan can safely add) the subject of it had
been for several days before discussed through Packy, her principal
Minister, whom the Commissioners provided should sign as o witness |
the original instrument, and if it be now among the reeords at Calicut, |
(as having been probably delivered to the Supervisor), a reference to the
original Persian writing may ascertain whother Packy complied with .
that injunetion. oo ' :

*“20. But whether he did or not must be immaterial to the suffici- .
eut authenticity of the deed ; and.we proceed, therefore, to consider the !
Beebee's other objections as detailed in the report before us from:
Mr. Peile. : ‘

“21. There is certainly nothinf ¢..itive and explicit in that agree- ;
ment as to the laying open of the trade, and although as much may -
perhaps be inferred under the general idea of the islands themselves
being sequestered for the Company’s advantage, yet in their letter of
the 27th of July 1795 the Gdvernment General include also the

N ey
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( i ’s cession as concurring to give fu
.st of Cannanore and Tippoo’s cessio our ul
conque’it (;'f rotilnenorders they then passed for abolishing the Be(&b: :}5
"'uthonf’ Of the commerce; all which has since been appro:e' tileir
monopo}flg tl:-Le'Honorable Court of Directors, w'ho .a.ppadg‘ ,1 f-‘mm
conﬁ";n : ess;o consider the measure as already carried u'xto ede;f s rom
- Vlcnication made to them, no doubt, of the orders %me . or. ,ﬂ}e
'a comﬂ:‘b the late Government of the Presidency of ;»)]':nh-dfn; e
- of )tvhe delay and disappointments in respect to W n; / (;éfer_
:ause(sl in the accompaniments to your letter of tho 12th? uii Qa:x b (rofer.
e ' ing to he < teps 1n 1794 to carry
ypearing to have taken step
. Mr. Stevens not appearing & ‘ ) ) Lo carty
rmtgt}tz measure in accordance with his letter to the Beehee of (; u;xlawﬁh
0? 36th September 1795) and in the details of the con‘.}'lersa.rioc;ﬂ;cut)
:he Beebee of Cannanore by the Governor of Bombay (then 1t aliout)
and Colonel Dow in December 1795.

st your sentiments (which it is to be under-

< ‘o 3 you sent up to us from
stood that we desire on the subject of all reports y e

others) on the best means of cax.-l-ying into .execl_utzx(éu e;)}:;t 5:5 ieldod
required system for the Laccadt.ves, to which the Be o e e
her consent and by the nomination of a proper ‘pf,:rson oy
- justice in the islands, under such regulations ag you may ‘

i be'ds ible with
1 ion, 1 al consistence as ‘possib;
propose for our consideration, in as gener

B i

!h()se th&t Now plevall 1n ‘hls l)l()vlll(:e as We“. (lS’ or &' luthe! ascer-
> f : lf

’ ) = & Ell iiﬂﬂe

i + a person on the Beebee’s part )
f)?ntx}?s:: ,i:ltatri[il: Ei(rlx :(})r:ogoration or ot-herwis.e'otf‘ Messrs, Beitl?y. s nni .
Brown’s estimate thereof in the accompa,nyl’n g extra‘c.{.s,nwd;g)en;izh;
will observe that neither of these gentlemen? calculations d ul~ }“1 A
in the result, and that both make the Beebee’s pt‘.(*)ﬁts exceed a lakh ot«
‘Fupees per anuum, whereas she has on_ly vet ﬂdﬁll\:ted bhf;lrln to gmolx:.ni
* toabout 20,000 rapees, a difference wlnc.h it 18 ce‘rtamly wicl . worth w t;} e
most fully and satisfactorily to investigate, without msxst:mli; 12 8
mean time ou the coir trade being taken o.ut of »the Beebee's ar‘1 s, or:
obliging her to pay more for it to the islanders than 30 ru}f)u;s pel
candy, as she would cerfainly feel both loss and. what Tle ersl.
disgrace from a diffcrent ¢onduct on our part ; whilst should on n;
other hand her account of the profits prove accurate, the exgcnsebc;
the Government of. these islands must prove a new and consulcr; e
c}jarge on the Honorable Company ; besides whxc.h it may b‘e pe:' z;;ps
most convenient to avoid takpg formal and C‘Dtl.l‘e possessxm{.x'op nz'ei
Taccadives during the war wilmdgrance, as our doing so Wouli Sn? nl;
bly expose them, thuch more than now, to the insults and delplx e aﬂui)nk
of the enemy’s ships and vessels of war. So that on the whole wf? 1 *
there may be yet time without public disndxrantage for angthg E}e eren
to the Government General before that point be finally decide '!on.

«“923 L., , And reque

i -
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¢ . ~ . . . S Yeriinm,
“23. Meanwhile we shall leave the Drake or Swift cruizers here™

under your orders to enable you to carry into execution the preparatory
measures that may be intermediatoly adopted as far as the Beebec's
consent has been obtained by Mr, Peile, respecting which we shall,
therefore, expect in due course to hear from you on the several points
adverted to in-the preceding paragraph.”

*I;ro;;l Commissioners The above letter of Government was referred
to the Northern Super- Tl T :
intendont, dated }xjezh by the Commissioners* to the Northern Superin-
Kovember 1707, tendent for further report.

"Commiseionors to

In their replyt to Gov » C 13-
Goverament, 190h Novr eir replyt to Government the Commis
ember 1797, - sioners remark :

£ })_

ara. 10. The very apposite observations which you have been
pleused to introduce, Sir, in the 19th paragraph sufficiently establish
the subterfuge to which the Beebee has resorted on the occasion of
Mr. Peile’s conversation with her respecting her engagement to
accede to the measure of thesequestration of her Laccadive lslands at
any time when Government may resolve on the measure ; but we have
searched the records of our Dewan Cutcherry in vain for the original
agreement which Bobajee Hadjee and Mahomed Hosaine carried to the
Bsebee and brought back with her signature. It was our intention to
have cansed inquiry to be made whether this Bobujee Hadjee was i
yetin the Beebee’s service, and to have questioned him regarding
Packy’s signature asa witness; but noticing in your 20th paragraph that
you deem this circumstancé imwaterial as to the validity of the deed,
we have thought it best not to institute any inguiry on this point,
lest it might appear to the Beebee and her Minister as an indication
of a doubt on ocur part of what is so sufficiently authenticated, and
consequently presumes and virtually admits the competency of Govern-
ment to lay open her trade to those islands, concurring in this with
the inference which the Supreme Government, in their letter of the
27th July 1795, deduce from the conquest of Cannanore and Tippoo’s
cession, ,
¢ 12. We shall, after duoe deliberation, have the lonor 6f communi- ,
cating onr sentiments on the nomination of a person to proceed to !
‘the Laccadives for the joint purposes of acquiring a more perfect
knowledge of the trade of these islands and regulating the adminis-
trution of justice therein, without taking formal possession of them
until our future report on the trade shull have furnished Government 7
with the means of deciding between 12 reports of Messrs. Bentley
and Brown, and that rendered by the Beebee; since if the statements
recorded by either of these gentlemen come near the truth, there can;
we think, be no room for hesitation as to the necessity of more effectual
measures for. securing to Governinent at least treble. the amount

Ed
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thex.7 receive at present under the I{ead'of a moiety of t},m l}eebee’i
pro'ﬁcs on the coir trade. This is taking 1t at, Mr. Brown’s statemey
whd gives Rupees 68,512,-0-2 as the Beebee’s .fm‘uual profit on coir
and cowries, exclusive of firewood, dried fish, .tortmse-‘shell, .a-nd cucoa,-1
nuts. - Mr. Bentely states the profit on the coir only, including a smzﬂ
cum derived under the head of revenue, viz. Rupees 2,300 (about suffi-
cient by that gentleman’s account to defmy the expenses of hcr.gover{;-
1nent) at no less than Rupees 117,669, w]nc}% we observe(m occasmnec%h );
his sinking the cost of the coir to consxdef'ably less thaun half wha
\ Mr Brown states it, and raising the sale price 30 per cent, on tl'mt
gentleman’s calculation. We are inclined, however, .to bg of opinion
at present that when political circumstance's may ad'rmt of the Gover:}l:
ment taking formal possession of these islands without the. bazards
alluded to in the concluding part of your 22nd par_-agra.ph, it -may be
found expedient; in a financial point of view, to contu}ue the monopoly
* of the coir trade to the Beebee under proper restriction, from whe.nce,
after its real value is ascertained, a more certain a.dvanta.gfa m}glilb
possibly be derived, than either from au open trade, or retaining it in
the hands of the Company for the following reasons, viz.:—
- ¢ First.—1f the Beebee acceded to such terms for the mc.mopc.)ly or
exclusive privilege of this trade, as Government might think just t,o
. dictate whatever result from them would come into the Company’s
{ treasury free of deduction. ' } .
{- ¢ Secondly—1t would still preserve the Becbee's consequence in the
{ eyes of the public;, which may be a consideration, as Government are
{ desirous of avoiﬂing by all consistent means any occasion of mortifying
“3 her more than is necessary, even in her own estimation of which she
{ terms disgrace. :

NN |
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5« Thirdly.—It would render unnecessary, an expensive cstablishment

i which would be otherwise required to levy duties on the trade equal, -
i even in the gross amount, to what the Beebec might, on her real

k p\roﬁt§ beire ascertained (which there is reason to doubt at present)

“ be induced to pay rather than give up that kind of superiority.

{ % Fourthly—The high duties which would be necessary in the event
‘-Fof an open trade beiag resolved upon, wonld hold out such an induce-
ment to smuggling as we have little reason to expect the vigilance
“of the Company’s officers would be able to contravene ; and, lastly, if
‘the Company retaincd the trade in their own hands, it would probably
‘be a work of time to assimilatL(:ur manner of dealing with the ancient
lprejudicos of the natives, evé nder all their present disadvantages,
.80 as to ensure the Company getting the full produce even at an
;advanced price, which we think there is reason to fear the intrigues of
i those at present interested in the trade whoever they are, would work
“the means of compelling them to pays thereby lessening their profits an

FO—
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the actual quantity of coir the Com
P‘ ; Y G pany got, even su i
geizi tg,f;‘;ifog bc? i:}t}s usaal sban.dard, besides subjectl?n)zs'lcignihtzstﬁe
Wibhothe natgves C)ODt ?se who might, by 1011g-establishe?1 intercéur"s
g i h, rive t%me means of intruding on their privilege )
e wish the foregoing cbservations, however, Sir, to be "'7?9“'70&

a8 suggestions submi ‘ i
sugg mitted to your consideration rathor th ided
opinion on those meas ot oar docided

favored with your sentiments if you
worthy of your deliberation.”

In answer* the Government stated the

should be pleased to deem them

ir intention “to i
®From Govérnment Suprome Government v e the
(o o Goverament e ery fully. and as soon as
Nosompesions possible, on the causes of the non executi
hrpb,ﬂ._ letter wonld their instructions relative t ) c“_ o of
I : ve to the Laccadives, on
ings of those at the head nehl occasion shall also be submitted to tl’xe
) ir

of the Government at ¢ i :
; ons
the time. nsideration the several rcasons y

commendably brougl :
monopoly of the coir trads to theyBe ey rd for e

-Th issioner i
e Commissioners agaiu reported

ou have very
ough ontinaing the
ebee under proper restrictions.”’

13 P

s ursuant to your order
From Commissioners 21st Ocmber last 1i mi it
oo, Commisioners | 215 O » and 1n conformity to our intima-
b Pty oot n of the 19th November following : we have
< - 1 n !
porson to | ) been desirous of the opportunity of n

son to proceed to-the Laccadive for the
which view we have

aming a fit

. ' purposes required, wi
hitherto detained the Fly with us q , with

. “1t is no doubt, Sir, fluch to be wished that we had a :
idea of the value of those islands than we ab present 0“30"9 .
:z:(}.er a fdeputation thither subservient to that cnd? :::Ti,rel::m[ﬂ::
vices o son of ot :
roric Malaz aiielr;,no;.u:i :K\I)’(llxlf*;ce and zeal, and, if possible, one versed
reinstatement, to c;um; ;;r I;h()lx;l dl‘j ool FS, fm _he"‘“'ing o Cephane’
: : ghts appointing h
)rr‘lers in this respect ; but conseque E
fficers as detailed; we are_necessit

im to exeente your
nt on-the deficiency of European -
rlews in regurd to the Laceadives f'(;ie?hzopf:::f;fthe':}uml*menb of soer
e e s 1 ' senf, without you can find
-, depute & gentleman from tif Presidency for that
“ With regard to the best means of carrying into exconti t.h
rart of the' proposed system to which the Beebee ‘ha " lde e
j,onscnt, vx:z., the administrasion of justice, we are still mo:e}:: a (]‘gs:l:;
(')::111 :?n)ﬂ;]u;l‘g‘ment of What. might be ﬁt/to propose for your consider-
in the form of regulations for that ;fl,xrpose' being ignorant of the
WS or local usage in the islands,‘:‘md‘»c’b"nseq;entlvﬁrib]e to deter-
1nue 'h.OW fdl‘ or in what manner they can be assin‘ii]ated with thbqo
revailing in the province. It appears to us, however, that, in refe;'-
nce to an abrupt interference with the prese’nt{'mode ;f adr;ainize;‘in
istice there, it would be more ‘hdvisable for the person whyo mﬂg.

ures, on which we whnld be most gratified to be

19

vice to let matters of law and equity run in their
tains a compétent knowledge what that 18 ;-
Jirected to report to us for your informa-
tion, when such alterations may be made as ghall. be o‘bvious‘ly an'd
.direct in their operation to the advantage of the mlm'bltants in their
own estimation. For although the first principles of right and wrong
are the same in all places, yet such is the influence of Groverx.)ment on
the minds of men and the perversion of their reasoning faculties unc.lor
a system of tyranny in the constitution of the Governfnent, or \ISUI‘}I‘){TMOD.
in its local representationg reconciled by long habit, that even if the
Beebee’s or that of her Minister’s should prove to be sucli in onr eyes,
it might after all, if the abuses were not such as to expose .the lxvejs fjt
.the people to the caprice of their rulers, be thought politic to refrain
from any innovation in the customs to which they have been so- lc.mg
-used rather than awaken part of them to a sense of their degradation.
and mortify others by asense of their inferiority in a society where they
have been nsed to take the lead, so that taking any active part during

a temporary deputation might increase the evils it was intenfled to
sion of their being injured ;

‘remedy by leaving many under the impres .

and as those would most probably be chiefly of the number of their
present heads or principal men, they would be more liable to abuse-
their authority when ours was withdrawn. In either case, however,
whether with a view to the attainment of the wished for information
respecting the trade, or the acquirement of the knowledge of their
present laws and usages, but with regard to the former object pertica-
larly, the deputation may, we think, be deferred till after the rains ; for
by the time any gentlewan can arrive ‘here from the Presidency and
the momination of a person on the part of the Beebeo to accompany
him can be obtained, so much of the season will elapse as to make the -
communication between our island ard another difficult, and at least -
precarious; which would effectually defeat the main purpose of the depu-
tation until the re-opening of the season. But by a judicious use of the
twelve months next ensuing, and but an ordinary degree of observation,
such a fund of information might no doubt be obtained as to determine
Government finally on the interest they ought in justice to have in the
Beobee's trade, and how far they ought in sound wisdom to interfere in -
the administration of justice.” '

go on that ser
established course until he at
which he will in that case be

In reply the Government approved of Comu&issioners having‘ deferred
From Government to tR€ §eputation of an “ Agent to the Laccadivﬁs
Commissioners,” dated  ti]] W . ially as the®
b 1798, 1'1. er ;cbe.mon-soon, the more especia y as the
= general shibject involves some considerations on
which we 'k it may be advisable to communicate with the Supreme
Governmd b, ** and desired to be furnished with any further information
“ on the gene l state of that part ®f the Beebec’s possessions; with a

-
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view to enable u
3 . Lot ]
and expediency ¢ to detexjmme how far it may”_) .
- L v to extend the C arcrte Lorwnsiswent with justi
Commissioners replied: ompany’s authorit justice
: plied: “ Ourletter of the 19th' N y over them.” The
From Commissionars February last - i November 1797 and 13th
t.o Government, dated . y last comprise all that w Sth
24th March 1579, o offer on the subject of th 6 are prepared
extendin he e expediency
Becbeo’s islands, nor is it p"o%) ltlh(‘ Conpany’s authorit};‘ Ovmytl(:f
being mor .. ) robable that we sh: ) ey the
re explicit until ci shall have th s
) clrcumstances f; e means of
person to ac uire the Rt ces favor the deputati .
on that headq"{yiu bu, :ecissary ieformation on the Splortdtilon of some
8, we hope, conclusi o , Whose Te
. ¢ ive . rPOI‘t
D'NDthlng further appears on the on this point.”
istrict revenue records
’ s of the Malab
alabar
Political Consideration .

From Governor of B
N M of bom- rpe
Eglyhtgecna‘]?h o Coorg, The political records have, howe .
an ember 1798 7 g1, . e 3
From ?\'ox'tj;lgpr:llé):;) tEH) searched with I‘eferenc,c to t‘h( P> been caxe-
h orn Super- . ]
e times and doubts entertained of z’h““lmehes of
of the loyalt
4 y of

ir.nemlent to  Commis.
sioner, Gth J - 1747 \
) auuary 1797.. the Cannanore family

From Govern
Bombay to Cun‘mLPr' of Ita
i8I0 - ppem‘s th:!.t the R 3 s
> Rajsh of Coorg h
ad reason to

ere, 16th February 1797
ere, Tebranry 1797 suspect th i
P:}h i T y 1797, S 5 e Beebee of being In corres
gence of Rajah of Coorg with rIIppOO in th ‘ A Ir(bpoudence
geneo 1 org, inthe latter end of 5. ]
G ?dmury 1798 that she had sent er en of 1796. e reported
The Commissioners, howeve N e
ers, however, reported : “W part
*OFI‘?‘;‘I‘:V C()I’ﬂlﬂii?i(]néfﬂ lu(luirios fro}n Chow;}l{ -‘N e\fha‘.re mgde particu{ar
t rernment iati oo w ‘ |
. overnment, 16th negotiation which the C‘ O(;?Sm T e
- . oorg Rajal
Do . g Rajah alleges to b
- < ' e I ' e
nanore, and we have the pleasure t e lg e e e St
S - ; weasure 1o ad ‘ o
??snmnce, whose Information on '111( p s e e
Cannanore (witl ; s rep!  of
il . ardio d :
hom le iz not upon the mosT: cord'gl t;h(l B)eebm W
ial terms) may b
8 y be

CO[ISIdEI (‘/d a3 t}l b{?sl pl ocura l(' t hd(} { he OoOre L i( 18 111(3 i Sh
&4 ion (1()(. 3
C b 3 O ! 6 & \.1 & g

not appear In thi

! ear ¢

- 1{%98 : ztl;semspizct to be adequately founded.”
: sears tha i ] '

. mkf‘) ﬂ_le }?ayamond and Woodeote Indiam ‘
e ey n Tl s o oy e
Commin mers, the Commander of the I N I;U.hmun given to

o e the Naloduh of ons of i1 ngate Breme
This circumstance rayi,sed dL &ﬁ)duh of one of the Bechec’s v; lmfn
Clover 1 oubts of he i | e

rnment of suffici i er fdelity, and
. 1 e d appoeared
ffictent importance to" justify 'm’l' g 'ppt.aud 0
and: require that she

be call
lled on “ to explai 1 .
o explain, without. too much alarming ‘h
arming ‘her fears or’
<4 s

avowing 4 ir ici W
ing any direct suspicion of- :
1 of ‘ber attachnrnf hich y d
2nt, which you need nob ab

+} .
dho same time pl . ..
place 1m i : .

plieit confidence in,| 2t act towards her ith

! ¢ e witil

such a degre ;
. ’ ¢ of circa k1 &
spot of her disposiiio;ﬁffieb“on as may De snitable to your idess on tho *
. : OW, < H ’
possible any open b )lvard‘s us or our enemies, avoiding as much .
reach with her unless circumst, 8 e oy
* wmstances to us now

unfors 1
seen should render it necessary.”’

_ panore to Com

-From Commigsioners
to Beebee of Cannaunore,
15th June 1798.

From Beebeo of Can-
wmigsion=
ers, 18th June 1798.
From Commissioners,
to Governmént,
July 1798.

« Para. 5.

From -Governor in
i1 to Commission®

Counc
ers, 24th August 1798,

tion, and to examine

to you for suspecting oF
nt of the Company, o ©

French.”
of

Beeboe of
gtk Janu-

to the Governme
Tippoo and the

Frorﬁ Covernor
Bombay . to

Cannanore,
ary 1799

Of the same date.

The Commissioners,

From Commissioncrs

to Governments
Febraary 1799.

curtly that none
ships had mention

- the Governor n
Toth. the Gove

The Bechee of Ca
and we recomm

commander of t
French are gaid to hav

him and report whab

abstain from joining Tippoo i
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ee of Cannanore stated
ders of her

y ship, and

the Beeb
of the comman

od falling in with an
Council remarked : .

In reply,

panore’s letter is very little satisfactorys
end you to endeavour to trace the
£ hers from which the

hat vesscl 0
o obtained their informa-

grounds there may appear

acquitting- him or his mistress of disaffection
¢ attachment to the interests of

Qovernor of

A letter was addressed by the
tioning her to

Bombay to Beebee of Cannanore, ¢att
n the impending war-

go senb to Chowa~

And one of the same tenor was al

kara Moogsa.
however, assured Government that
eason to be well satisfied with
and to believe that's

“they have
every T the conduct
of the princess, he ‘is firmly
attached to the Govemment.” .-
(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
~ 7 Head Assistant Collector.



Hemorandum on the Grant Compensation on aceount of the four
Ameny Islands. :

Theso islands were lost by defection on account of gross oppressiot
on tho purt of the Beebee of Cannanore, but a compensalion for the
supposed loss of revenue was granted from tho possessions of the
Jherikul Rajah, to whom Tippoo was at the time restoring his rdj—
though ¢onsiderably diminished—in 1784. The revenne of the islands
was veckoned at 6,500 rapees, the compensation at 7,380 rupees, and
the lands so granted were enjoyed by the Beebee of Cannanore for five

years. On the breaking out of the war and after the reduction of
Cannanore in 1791, the Cherikul Rajah resumed these grants. And
the resumption was sanctioned by the Joint Commissioners, who deemed
that the claim of the Becbee under Tippoo’s grant could not be
sustained. The claim was, however, kept alive and reiterated till finally
and distinctly 1ehnqmshed by the agroemcnt signed 28th October 1796
(15th Toolam 972), nor was it again mentioned till on the eve of the
breaking out of the wur of 1709. The Beebee then addressed the
Oflicer Commandmg the Provinces, praying that the four islands
Imght be recovered for her, The Commissioners declined to give an
opinion on the policy of restoring the islands in event of their falling
into the British hands when submitting the petition to the Government

of Bombay. -

The islands fell nnder the British power in 1799 and were attached
to Canara. And the claims of the Peebee were apparently favorably
submitted by the local officers of Mslabar in 1804, It was, however,
judged that the claim was not ruled by the law of nations, as “ she can
have no just claim to be placed in any other situation by the conquest
of Mysore than that in which she xrouid have stood if such an event
had not taken place; mdependen“ 35 of that consideration, His ,
Lordship, would under any cirenv: stances deem it to be inexpedient
to vest the Becbee of Cannanore v.ith the authority which she has soli-
cited over tho Laccadive Islands under the declared aversion of the
inhabitants. to her government.” But no allusion 'is made to the -

‘ ;» 7
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important negotiation and resolution to throw open the trade and
establish the British jurisdiction already detailed. :
T'he Court of Directors tock an indulgent view of the claim.

* Para. 128, ¢ Although it is true that the Beebee of -Camnanore
has in strictness no legal claim npon these islands, -
frf,f,&af,fe Oiﬁzn;f:fﬁ: we think her case as it now -stands rather a hard
Court of Directors,6th  one. The first exchange by which the three
December 1805, . A
" islands were taken from her does not appear to
have been-sought by her, but was an act of power on the part of
Tippoo.” They were of opinion that, as had the island been within
the control of the Company when the resumption of th® equivalent
granted by Tippoo was made and sustained in peace by the Rajah of
Cherikul under the British influence, it might have been thought right -
to restore the islands themselves to her ; and considered that as “ those
islands had come into their possession, though the claim was ruled by
no law, and though from the aversion of the inhabitants to the govern-
ment-of the Beebee it may not be advisable to restore the possession of
those islands to her, some consideration in money should be allowed
her on account of them.”

The Collector of Canara reported at considerable length, but thhout
reference to the voluminous prior proceedings or a just appreciation of
the Beebee of Cannanore’s’ position on these islands, Assuming her .
position to be that of a Jenmakar or proprietor, he proposed that an -
allowance equal to half the net rent be made in compensation—the real
nature of the sources from which the revenue is drawn was apparently
lost sight of by hlm-—and he recommended a grant of 1,500 Star

Pagodas. ,
This compensation the Beebee seems to have rejectéd as ipadequate,
and a long gap occurs in the official records. In 1822 the Board of
Revenue made their final report on the claim which had been revived
afew months before. In this they stated that the compensation must
be considered in the light of. S oluntary -donation, as the Beebee of
Cannanore had been conquereg,‘ m 1791 while in strict alliance with
Tippoo; but as the Honorable\i} e ‘Cours of Directors had determined
that that consideration should Tt operate to her detriment, the Board
proposed that the same sum, viz.,Star Pagodas 1,500, should be asmgned
and paid with arrears from the &As‘e of the Honorable Court’s orders i’
1805. And the Government, h mf_{ regard to the hostile relation of
the Beebee of Cannanore afe mnﬂﬁ{) resumptions were made in open
war by allies of the British armsﬂg ¢ considered her claim fo consist

g

!
# 227, 298. Claim of the Beobes of Cannanere to three of the Laccadzve Islands. which

2éy w

had been ceded by btfz' mﬂ'i‘xppoo for an syaal-gompensation.
s
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entirely of the liberal disposition evinced $owards her by the Hgnorable '

the Court of Directors, and in no degree to he founded on right.”
And as the arrears had a:cumulated from her declining‘ to accept the
proffered bounty at the time, it was determined that no arrear should
be paid; but “that a formal renunciation be taken from her of all
further claims on the same account, and in acknowledgment that the
transaction is closed and sct at rest for ever.”

The Beebee of Cannanore’s subsequent conduct proved evasive; and
it becare apparent that, while accepting the terms, she had every

intention of keeping alive the claim in hopes that by perseverance she -

might at length obtain the end. It therefore became necessary
peremptorily to stop all further payments till the agreement which had
been ordered had been formally entered into. This was accordingly
done and the matter set at rest. :
'
The following is a precis of the records on the subject. It appears
Vide Joint Commis. {rom the Joint Commissioners’ report that when
sioners’ Repors 31, Tippoo about to reinstate the Rajah of Cherikul,
whom at tho instigation of the Beebee of Cannanore he had ousted:
% Grant by TippooSol. 11O Cheriknl in 1783, he gave tho Beebee of
gui kt(]) “Ally  Rajak, Cannanore two grants out of the Cherikul terri-
fo re’ . . . . R
1;‘,(‘;“& f“;r"’ces?,‘;':;‘j‘él;’l tory, one in jaghire,* the other in Heu of the
sions specified for thke  Ameny granted by a sannad dated A H. 1217
Cherikul territories. o . 4
: (A.D. 1787), which is as follows :—

" “DBe it known to the present and future Aumeels and to the Mecéa-
dums and husbandmen of the talook of Kushanabad alias Cherikul,
dependent on the Turrukee Cutcherry under the Sircar of Puttum, the
capital or seal of empire.

" ¢ Whereas the sum of 7,380 ruptes for the country Chelaterra, &o.,
hath been granted from the said taloc;¢ in exchange for the island of
. Ameny (the jumma of this last being I&}lpees 6,500, which island hath
been transferred by Ally Rajah to the Government, which thereon
bestowed to that Rajah the lands Chelatarra in question. It is necessary
that, according to the under mentioned particulars, you do from the 1st
of Ahmedy of the Sranb year 1217 of Mabhomed) agreeing with tho
Ast of Cheller Soumy Semitchee Joa; )' the territory in question to tho
possession and occupancy of tho sa:‘_yi ajah to the eund that, having
. . & .
. appropriated its produce to the suviyort of his exigencies, he may night
and day be attentive to and ocoupiitd in the concerns of Government &
new sannad not to be demanded ycarly, and a copy only being taken,
the original is to be returned.” ~ '

. !
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Particulars of the Tarrals. .
L. 1100 31

halat 2
Chalat terra, 1terra ... .- A
Tuloob do. 1 do. ... A
] Chooceya terra, 1 do. ... e e u:,g -
Kanootchaut terra,1 do. ... ;]0 o 14
Mundicaut do. 1 do. Leee 1 -

Kunutoor do. 1 do. ... . 213

Hoons... 2,214 2 8

PRSREE
[

ot 3 Fanams per Rupee ... 7,860 *0 0

Signatum(

Some délay took place in obtainming .p’ossessicn m. cc;lnse%uzgzz (;ft:
repeated references being made to Sermgapz.xtflm, as‘t: et erds o
Cannanore had been actuated by a very malicious splrxth owa. e
Rajah of Cherikul in choosing the land ;1 but eventually she occup

that principality for several years. A
18?'%2: X::Z;is of ‘Fbe Bxgtishyarms in 1791 and the conqu?sh of Can?a-
nore cnabled the allies of the Company to resume their relspefm(rie
ossessions, among whom the Rajah of Cherikul resumed also the lands

On a claim for

Vide Proceedings, 11th
April 1793, of Joint
Commissioners and re-
port of Joint Commis-
gicnerss pari. 243,
wvoucher No. 63.

jenm right thereto,

Tide Mr. Farmor's
Proceedings, dated 10th
February 1794. .

Mr. Farmer to Beebes
of UCannanore, dated
14th January 1794.

Beeheo of Cannanore

.40 Mr. Farmer, dated
11th January, aod Mr.
Farmer's Proceedings,
under date 25th Janu-
ary 1794,

" held under the sannads in guestion and collected the revenue.

restoration being preferred by the - Beeboe of
Cannanore, ‘the Commissioners held that being
under Tippoo’s Sannad the Beebee of Cannanore’s
claim ¢ could not be sustained, ” although the right
was contested with much bitterness on oth.er
grounds than the sannad, viz,, on immemorial

and that her own jenm property bad been fraudu-
lently inserted in the sannad by Tippoo. .After
due inquiry into tho merits of the allegations a
decision wes passed by Mr. Farmer to the effect
that the inquiry into the statement of the Beeb.ee
of Cannanore had been conducted in form and with
firmness by Tippoo, who had decided that»the' land
in question bolonged to the Cherikul territory,
and that the cellpctions must consequently be
made over to e Rajah of Cherikul—the Beebeo

of Cannanore’s cléim was rejected, but certain temporary arrangemfznts— ‘
for the preservation of peace—to the disturbance of: which the bitter

animosity existing
Cannanore seemed

between- the Rajah of Cherikil and the Beebee o}fl'
likely to lead hafl, however, to be made, and mue
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angry corvespondence on the subject came on record ‘during 1794;?":
The, resumed compensation was, however, permanently made over to’
the Rajah of Cherikul. : . : .

The resumption, however, continued to form one of the points of 'j
grievances frequently submitted by the Beebee of Cannanore in :
petitions during 1795 and 1796. Her bitter jealonsy of the Cherikul ©
Rajah and loss of revenue led her to impugn the justice of the decision |

- . and keep alive her claims.. The Government

From Governor in . .

Couneil to Commission- remarked ““that it has already been signified to
ors, l%t;dpﬁﬁ g."vem' her that she can have no claim on our Governmert

’ ¢ for exchanges made between her and. Tippoo

" whilst she was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two
paragraphs of the Joint Commissioners’ Report (244 and 245)”” Still
the claim was persisted in until formally relinquished by the agreement:
signed 28th October 1796 (15th Toolam 972). V ‘

The Beebee of Cannanore, however, again revived the subject early
From Beebeo of Can- 11 1799, and addressed the Officcr Commanding
Pr sott(;l _g‘;‘;“:f; the Provinces, to the effect that Tippoo held four
1799, of the Laccadives—for which -an equivalent’ had
to%‘;’,;"m(fgzg’;{:tfgfﬁ been granted from the territories of the Rajsh
February 1799. of Cherikul, but lost when the British conquered
tf{;;‘;’e,;f’g‘;’;;ii‘,"i’gfﬁ the country in 966—which she prayed might be
February 1799. recovered for her. - o
This petition was submitted to Government. * The subject of the
e - Beebee of Cannanore’s claims to four.of the Lac-
From Commissioners 1 :
to Governor, st March cadive Islands at present 1n the possession of t.ixe
1799. Sultan was fully discussed by the first Commis*
gioners. How far it may be politic to give’ them 'up‘ to t_he Be?bee n
the event of their falling into our possession, is 3 point which wo
canpot pretend to determine.

« From private information we learn that the state of Tippoo’s fores
there is very weak, consisting only, according to the accounts we bave
received,'of an officer and 30 or 40 men.” : T v

No answer to this letter appears to have been sent.

A letter® on record, howerver, shows that it was snspectf!d tha:a;:;

« From President to Beebee of Cannanore had cIandest'melY b
eNorthern Snperintend‘ possessiouwof gliese f(ﬁr islands to which she \
ent, doted 1708 TOTeE put up a claini as soon as the war was over; bd

ber 1799, . . . were
Northern  Superin- the. fears were unfounded, and the Elﬂnd;{
or . .
tendent to Commission-  leased by Captain Munro to Chowakara 70“;75,5‘:
ers. 17th o . . TR
179

: -;’I'hez:I'Bcelﬂalee’s _claim ‘to- the Ameny Islan
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ds was reported on by
Mr. Rickards about 1804; but the records of the period being

" From - . Board of imperfect, the correspondence is not forthcoming.

Febroary 1804

Revenus toPrincipal The decision of the Government is given in the
Callector, dated . . .
7 letter noted in the margin. ) .
Para. 4. *His Lordship n Council has considered with attention
the information which has been stated respecting the claim preferred
by the Becbee of Cannanore to the possession of three of the Laccadive

. Islands ; tho circumstances under which those islands were annexed to

the dominions of Mysore and subsequontly, %y the overthrow of the

~ empire of Tippoo Sultan, brought under the authority of the British

. Government, have appeared to His Lordship in Council to preclude any

“ right on the part of the Becbee to the possesfion of that property, for

‘she can have no just claim to be placed in any other gituation by the

_ ecnquest of Mysore than that in which she would have stood if such an

~ event had not taken place; ind ependently alsoof that consideration, His
" Lordship would, under any circumstances, deem it to be inexpedient to

" vest the Beebee of Cannanore with the anthority which she has solicited
7 over the Laccadive Islands, under the declared aversion of the inhabi-

tants to her government.” - , .
" The Honorable the Court of Directors, however, took a different view.
Para. 123.% . @ Although it is true that the Beebee of Cannanore

" Extsct of a letter. hasin strict 1 i
g xtract of a letter. ctness no legal claim upon.these islands,

* tho Court of Diroctors, W€ think her case as it now stands rather a hard

Caa

~keap withont astry
~. Qovernment was

“Wa, therefore, are of opini

- teats to the go pimion that, though from the aversion of the inhabi-

-7 #1227, 299, Claim of the
. been ceded by her to Tip,

sb Decornler 1503, one, - The first exchange by which the three

islands were taken from her dees not appear to have been sought b
her, bat was an act of power on the part of Tippoo.” . ¢
. *124. If, when we permitted the Rajah of Cherikul to resume
;:sm t.ha. Becbee tho fzquiva_blent she had received in lands taken from

18 territory, these islands had been then under our authority, we

2!;:3:1 px:obably have thought it ‘right to restore them to her.- Their
o eégm::tizwo:;f;a:nds by conquest sothe. years afterwards varies
hor e ﬁ,v e-case, but does not, we conceive, altogether answer
n upon the Company, because it was no doubt the protection

we R .
gave to the Ra_mh’ of Cherikul which_iena.bled him to resumo and
inigﬁtc ;he grants made to her by Tippoo, so that our
ect somewhat more than passive in this business.
vernment i 1
of the Beebee 1t may not be advisable to restore

. »ahou}d‘be allowed her on QCOOunttgf}:ilzl:ome consideration in money®

Beebee of éanmnore y ‘
10 threo .
200 for an equal com m:ﬁm of the Laccadive Idands which had

4
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“That they (the Board of Rovenue) be required to state their opinion
respecting the amount of the pecuniary commpensa-

Extract from the Ro.

128

N

solation of Government, bion which wmay ba deemed due to the Beebee of

dated Ist August 1806,

Cannanore on the principle stated by the Honor-
able Court.”

Board of Revenus to The Principal Collector reported* having corn-
Priveipal Collector, 8rd  municated with and obtained sundry information

December 1808,

#Principal Collector to
Board of Rovenue, 6th “ Para. 3.
April 1807.

from the Principal Collector of Canara,

The answer of the Principal Collector

in Canura states the average meb proceeds to

Government from the Beebee’s three islands ab Star Pagodas 3,004-4-64

per annurm,

«4, As the original owner and proprictor of these islands the
Tho Cannanore family  claims of tho Beebeo extend, I should presume,

is a roler, not jenmy on
the islands of the Lacca-

no further than to derive that emolument from

dives proper. their proceeds as she would have obtained had

they been included among those

of her islands which ceded to the

Company by the treaty of Seringaapatam in 1792,

"#5. The islands -which ceded

As far as the official records go this po-
sition seems to rest only on the assertion
of the Beebee of Cannanore, The jamua
of Cherikul in the schedule of tLe treaty
of Seringapatam shows that the revenues
of the island wero included, and such the
Joint Commissicners considered to have
been the case.

The Beebee of Cannanore enjoyg nothing

in the shape of rent (excopt on private.

gardens) on the Laccadives proper. Tho
revenues derived iz that of a dominand
power, not the rental of a landlord and
proprietor. .

“ g, The exemption or enams

Mistaken notion of the position of the

Beshes of Cannanore on the Laceadives,

The records are lost entirely sight of;
the slightest reference to them must
have shown the erronevusness of this
position, The power ghe rotaing are not
those of proprievor, but is always spokon
of even in the oflicial records as those of
- govereignty. 'The nature of the fund
from which the greatest part oftho reve-
nue ig paid is lost sight of, 1,200 rupees
only being the jumma on the actual pro-
peorty owned by the Beebee of Cannanore.

to Company by that treaty were
exempted from Tippoo’s revenue,
equally with the three islands now
claimed by the Becbee, asshe appears
to have held them in gemeral, on
what may be termed, enam under
Tippoo’s government, who granted
to her a jaghire or rather enams in
Cherikul in lieu of the rents she
was snpposed to have netted from
the. three islands which wore after-
wards resumed and annexed to the
Beddenore or Canara Cutcherry.

on the islands which ceded to the
Company under the treaty of 1792
were not continued to the Beeboe,
but she was sllowed, in cominon
with every jenmksr in the province
to exercise the rights of proprietor
and retain management of the pro-
perty which she possessed in them

“upon payment to the Sircar annually

the sum of 11,200 rupees, which,

from the best information at that time procurable, was considered to be

their available jumma.

.

¥
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«7, The jaghire granted -to the Becbee in Cherikul was not recog-
nised Tty Government, but allowed to be resumed by the Rajah, within

SRIE e M 3 s S0 P
_whose tarritory it was situated, for the reasons stated in Mr. Rickard’s

\

lotber to the Board of the 18th August 1803.

«8 Thave seen the sunnud in the Beebee’s possession under which
she obtained her jaghire consisting of five tarrabs in Cherikul District.
The sonnud particularises the rent on each description of land cen-
tained in those five tarrahs, making the total thereof amount to Rupees

# c Hath been transfer- 7,380 per annum. It notices the resumption * by
g‘ffai’f ,:“_I_S;v fiézho”if’ ?ﬁz “the Sircar of three of the Laccadiv? Islands as
sunnud. -~ Deing the cause of the assignment to the Beebee of
the five tarrahs above mentioned. ‘

9, Ina paper of memoranda which the Beebee has transmitted to

-me explaining in abstract the circumstances of the preceding transac-

Thie was a misropro. O after noticing it to have been a matter of
sentation. compulsion on the part of Tippoo, she states that
Tippoo calculated her three islands to have been worth to her- 6,600
per annum, and estimated the five tarrahs assigmed to her in leu at
Rupees 7,380 per ancum. ' '

.“10. The Principal Collector’s (of Canara) average of the annual
+ Brofita of the sover. produce § of the islands amounts, a3 I have
olgn’s monopoly of coir,  Blready stated, to S. Ps. 1 making adifference
80 in the drafi on comparatively with thejumma of Tippoo’s jaghire

: in Cherikal of 8. Ps. 1 in favor of the islands.

-_’ “11. In estimating the compeﬁsation to be now'given to the Beebes |

I hﬁre been wholly unabls to discover a;:d consxdermg the ferms on which .
any thing like ¢ terms.” A mere endur- She possesses the i 8 ¢ i
ance under consideration of policy appears h P oot ¢ islands dlready 1
£0 bo tho hold. U, ber possession, she cannot I pre-

: oo - sume be deemed entitled ¢ 8
The liborality of the Honorable Caart «dto a largor

did not, conteusplate nny title, but mero Eroportion of thO net probeeds Of
peonniary consideration on account .of e1r lost; islands than what may be-
: : acxknowledged by Government to b
her right i f fetor, aft ing what
oy gn 1:1‘:8 ghm ;Jxﬁerbowner gr proprietor, after deducting what
, A other- hand, be considered to be the re
N > & venue pa;

the Sircar. o : ? yabl? FO

“12. AI shall, therefore, assume the position that the Be.ebee is to be

§ The Beebee of Cannanore never was viowed in the light of the original ®

other than a mere é&minant power wha i
rule the peopls, her subjects, threw oé‘a; Proprietor § Only » and as such enti-

g:ﬂi}sll: nndos .ef‘aecies of jenn(JAy right over tled to the proprietor’s share of half
: of the net rent. I havo estimated

- the proprietor’s share at half,as ghe production of the islands are

chietly confined to cocoanut trecs. -

v
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“13. Allowing tho preceding data to bea fair prineiple of estimating
the claims of the Becbea of Cannanore, it remains te be decidefl from
whut period they are to be calouluted.

“ 14 Shonld the hiberality of Govornment consider her to be entitled
-tv tho arrears of Ler share of the net rent sinco theislands have reverted
to the authority of the Company’s Government, the sum of Star Pagodas
15,082-88-82, being the hulf of net collections from fusly 1209 to
fasly 1215, as per Mr. Reid’s letter, will iow be her due.

*“15. Should Government consider her cntitled to the proprietor’s
share of the'rent from the date only of the Court of Directors® orders,
the arrcara due to her will’ be about half of the net collections of the
last and current fuslies, or Star Pagodas 4,462-7-16, and she will of
course be entitled to half of the rents of each ensuing yoar.

“16. But if it be the sbrict infention of the Honorable Court of
Directors that some consideration. in money should be allowad to the.
Beebee of Cannanore on acccount of the islands in question, I should in
that case propose that she shall be paid a sum of mnoney the interest of
which shall ensure to her ene-half of the annual net average collections
of the islands calculated from fusly 1209 to fusly 1216, which by Mr.
Reid’s letter beforo referred Lo will be Star Pagodas 1,500, The principal
to yield which income at.l2 per cent. per annum being about Star
Pagoilas twelve thonsand: five hundred (12,500), I beg lcave humbly
to submit to your Board how far it may be consistent with the orders.
of the Court of Directors to present that sum to the Beebec of Canna-
nore, in full of all her claims npon the Honorable Company, past,
present, and future, for tho islands in question.

' ¢ T have the honor, &ec.””

The proposed compensation was probal—aly offered to the Beebee of
Cannanore and rejected as inadequato, and the matter rested for many-

years.

It is to be regretted that much correspondence is probably missing,
as it might have been of importance. to know whether the doubtful

position taken in the above letter were permitted to pass, or whether ‘

any reference was made to the voluminous and conclusive documents
already on record relative to the Beebee of Cannanore’s tenure on the
hd o

“Liaccadives,
With the excoption of a fow miscellaneous letters explanatory of
* From Board to Chief CITOTS and mistakes, nothing can be found ptior to
rom ;

" Sooretary, dated 3rd the final report* of the Board of Revenus on the
Qotober 1822, subject.

31
" Board éf Revenne made final report on the subject of the claims

+ From Board of Rev-« preferred by the Beebes* of Cannanore on account

Lemmeto Chisf Secretary, of the Amendevy Island. In paragraphs 2 aua 3

2 jotober 1622. . 1 :
dd‘:e; 3"1;? tlo o v ja Uhe great delay is accounted for by.the perplexity

“ Her Highue . | . .
here ueed, the only which had ensued from confounding these claims

i“[ft:‘gggtfi’hi(; met WY swith other points of litigation befween the Beebeo

_ dute. . of Cannanore and Rajah of Cherikul, Tara-
- graphs 4 and 5 contain a concise recapitulation of the history of the

dofection of these islands to Tippoo in 1784 and -the compensation
granted under that prince’s sunnud held by Beobee of Cannanore #ill”
its resumption in the conguest of Malabar in 1792 by the Rajah of
Cherikul, who was an ally of the British during the war. 11 paragraphs
6,7,and 8 they recapitulate the revival of the claims in 1803, when they -

- were disallowed by Government, 14th J. anuary 1804, as showan in Board

of Revenue’s letter to the Collector, 2nd February 1804, and the
indulgent view taken by the Honorable Court of Directors in their
letter of the 6th November 1805. In paragraph 9 tho Board reviews
paragraph 14 of tho report of the Principal Collector of 6th April 1807,

“and from paragraph 11 it appears that the Principal Collector had been

authorised to offer to the Beebee of Cannanore an abatement of revenue
of about 1,500 pagodas per annum, that being the estimated value, less
the usual deductions, of the islands to which the Beebee of Cannanore
" did not acquiesce till 1822, as by her letter to the
Board of Revenue. The Board then proceeds to
remark. (paragraph 14) that the conquest of the Beebee of Cannanore,
while iu strict alliance with Tippoo, “ might in the first instance have
rendered any compensation on the part of the British Government a
voluntary donation, but as the Honorable the Court of Directors have
determined that this circumstance shall not operate to the dotriment of
ker claims,” the Board propose that the terms offered by the Principal
N.B—Tn this leiter COllector in the first instance be mado the basis
the term “Her High- of an.arrangement for the abatement of revenue
DEe8s " 18 usew
S to that amount, and that arrears from 6th Novem-
ber 1805, tho date of the receipt of the orders of the Honorable Court

Dated 27th June 1822,

of Directors, be paid to the Beebee of Cannanore.

' ’lihe Government ' ()rde;'éd that an abatement to the amonnt df :
1,500 Sta}‘ Pagodas be made in ‘compensation for tho Amendevy
Island, but “ as the, Becheo was in alliance with Tippoo Sultan,

the enemy of the British, and as Tippoo took the islands from

her and gave her a compensation for them by the grant of a part of tho*

- Cherikul Rajab’¢"Iands which he recovered on the downfall of the

S“P n’s power, l.she Governor in Council considers her claim to consist
entirply of the 111?91'9'1 dispostion evinced towards her by the Honorable
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the Court of Directors, and in no degree te be founded on righi; as she
declined to avail herself of the proposal made to her in consequence of
tho Honorable Court’s instructions up to the 27th of June last, the
Governor in Couuncil is of opinion that it is only from that date that
she shonld be ellowed to reap the bencfit of it.”

A remission was accordingly sanctionad¥ In “ compensation for the

* Froin Secretary o loss of the Amendevy Islands. But the Govern-
‘Govornment to Beard,

18:h March 1823. ment desire that a formal renunciation be taken from

her of all further claims on the same aceonnt, and in

acknowledgment that the transaction is closed and sct at rest for ever.”

From Prineipsl Col- The Collector reports baving communicated
lector to Board'of Reve- - : £ . ' R
e, dated 19tk obruary the resclution of Government tq the Bcebe.ehof
1823, Cannanore. And stated that: Para. 2. ¢ Her

first answer was of that indefinite natare which is the constant practice
of 'natives who make a point of ncver rchnqmshmg a claim, or
abandoning a point for which there is tho least opening. I therefore
wrote to hor again to request a categerical answer, intimating
that the same principle which influenced Government in awarding a
certain and defined pecuniary compensation from the 27th June last
might operate in the present iustance if she did not in plain and
decided terms accept or refuse to abide by the terms offered ; that of
course if it was her desire, I would forward copy of her answer for the
further consideration of Government, but that the consequences-were
on her own head. To this I received a long memorial, both in English
and Malayalum, recapitulating her claims, &c., in reply to which I
repeated my former arguments, and requested a positive and direct
snswer, and have received another letter accepting of the terms, but
requesting that I will again bring to the favorable considoration of
Government her fofmer.claims.” He requested further instructions
t a9 from tho disposition of the family I am convinced that they
will never cease prosecuting their claims until the door is closed
to them by peremptory and final decision from Government, and that
whilst they accept of the proffered terms, it is their intention tc
renew their claims from time to time, so as to keep it alive to an
indefinite period on the hopes that hy perseverance they may at Jengtk
obtain their end.”

The Beebee’s memorial and the Principal Collector’s letter of the 116k
}me Board of Reve. April were submittedt to the Government ; when
muoto Chiof Seeretary - orders were passed that * the Honorable the
'”g(égfvemmm’ Y Governor in Council does not think proper i«
Gﬁg‘;‘g‘me,ﬁ;‘ i?%“(gd ff} comply with the request of the Beebee of Cannanort

Rovenue,16th May 1823.  that the compensation granted to her for the loss o
Amendevy Islands may begin to take effcct from an earlier d'xte
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The amount havmg been madvertent]v pa.d to ‘ihC Beebec of Canna-—
" nore beforo the formal deed of renunciation of all fature claims had-
been executed, the Beebee of Cannanore passed “ reccipts improperly
worded, inas much as they keep alive her pretensions,”” and as, on her
_being called on‘to change these receipts, shg refused to do so, the

- ¥ From Pnnclpal Col- . ma - P
octor to Boand P Roron tter was referred* to Government thropgh the

_nue, 6th August 1828, Board . of Revenue,t on which the Honorable the

1+ From hecretar to : . . .
Board . of Reven ng to  Governor in Council was pleasedt to desire that

Secretary to Govern- ‘“‘no further payment may be made by the
mﬁ"ﬁ}oﬁh *‘g‘;;’;‘:;iff’; Principal Collector of Malabar to the Bee{)ee" of
gg::g:%:h o, f::;% ;’f Cannanore until he has obtained the requisite
1823, , . ‘renunciation from her of all furthe¥ cloims on
account of the Amendevy Islands. I enclose a petition on the subject
which has been received from the Beebee, and I am directed to desire
that she may be informed that the Governor in Councxl docs not sce

ﬁt to comply Wlth it, and has ﬁndlly dlsposed of the case.”

: (Slgned) w. ROBI\*SO\T
s . LT ; Head Asszetant C’ollector "



APPENDIX B.

SuMMARY Skercu or JIHE Fiscar SYSTEM OF THE AMENY Isranps.

Subsc.quent to the defection in 1784 the Ameny Islands were placed,
_under Tippoo’s officers. T have not learnt what modification in the system
‘which had obtained took place, pr obably nono except, a reduction m
the commutation price at which rice was supplied from 2} to 2 rupees
“ perrobbin. After the fall of Seringapatam they were leased for four years
to Chowakara Moossa ab an average rate of 8,400. In 1804 Mr. Read¢
_ revised the sy&tem, abolished all restrictions and. monopolies, that 05

. coir excepted, and fixed, the price at 25 rupees per candy of coir—73
per cent. of which wag to be paid in rice at 2 rapees por moodak,
and the balance in cash. The import and export duties were commuter
to a fixed impost of half a maund of coir per moodah of rice supphed
amounting to a reduction of about 123 per cent. on the entire valael
leaving the actual valne of coir about 21 rupees 4 annas per candy of
640 Ibs. The profit on coir, valued at G5 rupees per candy, was then
" about 200 per cent., or about 43 rupees. : 5

The commutation price of 2 rupees per robbin being kept up; while 1ts
value fell to 1 rupee 8 annas per moodah, enhanced tho profits by savin,

5 per cent. on that portion paid in rice, and made the payments virtu.,
ally about 17 Tupees per candy, at which rate they stand now sll<r11t]y
reduced by a fixed classification introduced as shown in note. )

The difference of the price received by the Canara and (;annanore
Islands at the time is about 10 rupees per candy, or about 160 per cent!

No other restriction of any description exists, The salt and tobaccd
monopolies, which never practically have been:in operation on these
islands (Whon receiving it from the Government is ophonal) lnvc ’bocn1
formally given up and other indulgences grantcd ;

The administration of justice is in accordanco with the Reguhtxom

The civil business being done by the Collector under Regulation V, of'

"; —1822 a Regulation which is in operation in thedistrict of Canara. §

“An efficient and respectable Shibundy is kept up at an expense of

from 560 to 600 rupecs per.annum. .
The Canara  Islanls yiclded between 1805 and 1826 an average
revenue of 20, 000 rv pees from the coir monopolv alone. (
Between the years-1827—385, consequent on the low prices of coir, thd
gevenuo fluctuated e\ceedmv?v and the average of five years, 183035}
was as low as 1,768 rupees; after which the market for coir, thouo-he
permfmently reduced at least 10 per cent., righted itself in some/

measure, and the net revenue of the islands, less'all expenses for pohcc,

&c., has cxceeded 8,000 rupecs per annum for 12 Lo 15 years past. The;
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‘number of pro&u'ctive trees of the four islands hrwing during the ,samei,

time averaged from 65,000 to.70,000, the revenue derived has equalled .
an assessment of néaﬂy annas per tree, which, I behcve, is ther
average jumma of cocoanut plant.mon in Malsbar. :

Particulars of tke Trees in en_;oyment of the Pandaram in Agaty in _December

184/, shnwmg the mttwe of those properties.
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(qmned) . W. ROBINSON,
} Hﬂad Assistant Colleclor
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JomT MAQISTRATE's (
Canvavorz, 6th

From ‘ .
‘ - R. CHATFIELD, Esq., .
" Joint Magistrate of Mulabar, -
- To ' - '
H.V.CONOLLY, Esq.,
Magistrate of Malabar.
Sir,

I have the honor to forward, for your perusal, certain depositions
taken from some inhabitants of the Beebee’s Island of Androt, by which
you will be made acquainted with one of the most brutal cases of
oppression, and death in consequoncc thereof that I ever remember to
have met with. '

I am at aloss what further steps to take in this matter, as the offenders
arc servants of the Beebec of Cannanore ; it i$ distressing to think that
guch criminals should escape exemplary punishment, and I hope the
Government will authorise their being brought before' a tribunal where
they will meet with punishment, which, however great, must be less
than their offences deserve.

I have removed. to Tellicherry all the witnesses in this case to avoid
their being molested or tampered with, as the poor creatures are
extremely timid and simple, and seem to hold truth in more respect
than the more civilised natives of the coast. '

If any communication could be made with Mr. Robinson for taking
evidence on the spat it would be highly advisable. I attempted te
obtain a boat for the conveyance of a letter to that/gentleman, but have
been unable to succeed in my object, and we must expect steps to be

-taken to remove the witnesses and confuse the evidence with a view tc
prevent the capture or conviction of the pr mcxpal offenders (who are
now in the island).

~ Ihave, &c.,
(Signed)  R. CHATFIELD,
' Joint Magistrate
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, © Cavtour, 9!k October 1847,
No. 1,607.
“From -
H. V QO\ OI.LY EQQ i
. - T Dfaqzw’} ate of Mulabar,

, TOi : ' -
T R CHA.TFIELD Bsq, - N

: ] Q c © Joint Magistrate, C'mmanore

Sm, A ! ‘

I'will transiate the documents submltted with your lettes of the th

mstant} and sgnd them to Mangalore, with a request to Mr. B!ane t
- forward “them by the earliest opportunity to the island ~wher
: Mr. Robinson is likely by this time to be.

* Mr. Robinson has not m:lprobably heard something of thls _oppressiv
and brutal conduct of the Beebee's Kariastan during his residence a
Androt. It will be very desirable to hear from him if he haa so, wha
_ ho bas done in consequence, or what he thinks best to do now.. Her
“will be little difficutlv in his getbmg back to Androt, 1f necessary, frox

‘.;,

I have, &-c, ~‘ s
L (Signed) - H.V. CONOLLY .
c Coe Magzstmte‘f
e 0 Gauseor, 1264 October 18#.7.
,, , C ol No 1 615 e ;5}; R
;From R SR
H. V CONOLLY Esq, S
. ‘ Magr,strate of Malabar,
To .* B ‘ ' - ‘
’ \cV ROBINSOI\ ESQ,' o 3
RERE Actmg Head Asswlant of & %zlabar -
' Sx?, I . ? ' VR )

¢ :
1 have bhe honor to forward papers wlhich relate o a cruel case ¢

" From Joint Magis. . oppression said to have taken plaace some time ag

. trate, Tellicherry, dated at Androt., Tn the’ uncertmnty Yhether you hax
* 6th October 1837, . °

To Joint Magxstr(ﬁe‘,;/ heard any thing of it in your Ia*ae sojourn at th

. Tellickerry, 'dated ch island and taken any step:{ : ‘\; consequence

Cotober 1847 4 do not exactly know what ‘o ggest ; I leas

the matter therefore for your own judgment as rimarked in my lett:

,ato Mr. Cha!ﬁeld Ttis clear that, presuming the case to he as revr

- 18 .
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sented, it is very desirable to bring the guilty pa“}rti\es to jastice. I;j"‘
doubt not that they are amenable to a British Courtiof Justice, and that!
the Government would wish the trial to take place before tho Sessions j
Court of Calicut or Tellicherry. o :
1 have, &e.,
(Signed) ~ H. V. CONOLLY,
Magistrate

Oavicur, 26th January 1848,

From . _
. W.ROBINSON, Esq.,
Acting Head Assistant Magistrate,
To :
' H. V. CONOLLY, Esq, -K
' Magistrate of Malabar. )’,

/
Sig, i
" 1 have the homor to ackmowledge the receipt of your letter of the

12th October last, with enclosures, and beg now to submit the record noi;.
the farther local inquiry made by me under your direction. p
The circumstances of the case are simply these. On the 9th of Medom ®
_ . . (17th April) last the island of Androt was entirely’
ko’f)ﬁ‘(‘f iﬁ‘“;’,‘lf‘,ﬁ‘ is{ffndf“i‘; laid waste by tho hurricane. The disaster was !
a fow &ys in adwance  early reported bo the Pandaram of Arkal (the local”
of tha on the cosat name for the Bechee’s government), when about/
400 moodahs of rice were despatched to the island to be sold to the people
for coir at the monopoly price which has for some years been cstablished;
on the islands, .e., six maunds of coir of the value of 5 or 6 rupees pery
moodsh of rice. The rice was placed as usual in the hands of the Karya-
kars and Accoundants and some of the principal inhabitants, for distri-
bution. It soon becfime sufficiently evident that there must be a famine
during the monsooy “on the island, and much irregularity Of:curred in’
“regard to this rice fi those who most needed it got little of it even ab
the price. The rigs was housed in an open shed, the Arkal godm\.rn, a3
almost all tho houfes on the island had been destroyed by the hurricane.
* Shortly after befhg placed there.three moodahs of rice d‘isappeared-&
,» Pmbezzlement whs at first stspected, the Nadpals (Beehoe’s peons)
wud many houses scarched without success. About
cight days subsfqueatly the principal Karyakars, &e., determined tz;
put all persons.|vholmight be suspected to the ordeal. T%lek.m.aveti
Kassim Koyah plepatied the usual test, and some 15' or 20 mdwidua ;_
ite of tho bread. ;)ne of the thivves, Rajab Kutty, confeszed and;

-2

were examined,

- marks about the body; and if it did fa

" afraid, consideri?g, the wretched state of fami

el

" % The word in Malayalum means r ‘with i :
. obbery with violence
: by the islanders with reference to the . Tioenac,
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‘ implié'ateﬂ Moossa Poker as his accomplice. They were ordered to
bring - back the rice which they did, and a-fine of double the amount
‘stolen was imposed in addition. Besides this tho Karyakars determined

to put into practice a.custom of the islands locally termed Cowrachy.*
Cowrachy is put in force, generally for offences against the Pandaram ;

“and some other heinous crimes are punished in the same way. The
“house of the offender is suddenly visited by s mob headed by the

Nadpals of the Beebee, and every thing, to the ornaments on the
persons of females and the houschold utensils, are garried off. The
trees standing on their property are also confiscated to the private

~ account of the Beebee. - ‘ s

In this case it will be seen that the two hounses of Beyata Pera and
Uluvil Pera were visited by alarge body of men headed by Nadpals and
a younger member of the Karyakar’s family. The prisoners who were
the only males of the familics were prevented from accompanying these
parties, lest they should manage to secrete anything. In Uluvil Pera
at the time of the visit were Ajjima Semdbu, Moossa Poker’s wife, and
Temacha (the former and latter were examined before the Joint Magis-
trate) ; Semabu  was at the time still confined to her cot, having been
brought to bed only.a week prior—the females were turned out of the
house and stripped of the jewels, &c., on their persons at the hands

. of men, while others entered the house and collected cvery thing it

contained. - The indignity of this proceeding was naturally sorely felt

and there seems to have boen as much roughness used as might b(;
expected at the hands of such people. T inspected the jewels and found
that several of the bangles had been cub with a knife and otherwise
wrenched and broken ia stripping them off. * But the worst feature of
the business ig the rousing Semabu, thenin a sickly state, from her cot

- and exposing her before the 40 days’ seclusion were over.

It wasat this junsture that the child, her newly-born infant, is said
to hav:e fullen or been pushed out of her arms. This being a I’)Aint of
much importance, occupied my particular attention. Al the evidence
I‘ obtained on this point is such as appears in th
ﬁle'mabu, the ‘mother, while a few others depose ‘4 having heard that
this was tl-xe proximule cause of its death, which very -shortly ensned
The c.hx]d 1t seems fell sick about this time, pined away under dy< Stue .
and died the tenth or twelfth day after the occurrence, There;Y ;f;'ee?;

ll_ it may be doubted whether
si finally died. I should be
ne which about this time

e deposition of

the fall caused- the disease of which
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existed in the island, to attribute the death to the fall. My returns
show that the deaths during those two dreadful months from dysentery,
famine, and dropsy exceeded 200, and a very large portion of the
deceased were females and children of tender age. 'The very fach that

~ almost the whole family, men, women, and childron, were constrained to

start during the monsoon for the coast in small open rowing boaty
shows that this family werc among the severest sufferers. I early
became acquainted with all tho circomstances of the case, but heard
nothing of the alloged murder till the question had been raised on the
coast, nor can I find that my peons heard this version of the matter,
although we wero for weeks on the island. ﬁ\Iy own impression is
certainly that the death occurred from natural canses consequent on
the wretched state of the island, and that.the circumstance has been
made a convenience of In exaggerating a proceeding of a most irregular

" and reprehensible nature, which was conducted there is every reason

to believe, with little gentleness, delicacy or consideration. I must at

the same time admit that a difforent opinion may be formed, ard that.

the persons who comimitted the act must hear the disadvantage of such

/,zmd

an inference. . .

In Boyate Pera there were Moossa Poker's aged mother (since dead)
father ; the deposition of the latter, a very old and sickly man, will
be found on the record now submitted.. Every thing in the house was
similarly ¢ Cowrachied,” and his mother's person stripped of her orpa-

ments. Moossa Poker was not present st the time, his aged parents

3]

were there alone. 1 examined the old mun and Moossa Poker, and they
both attributo the old women’s death to tho fright she then got.  She
is said from that time to have pined away gradually and died within
one month. I must repeat my impression that #ith regard to this-also
1 think thab the death cccarred from other causes thau fright; but
must admit that rough ftreatment must have seriously affccted the
health of one so frail and aged. Moossa Poker personally represented
the circumstances of the case to me on my first arival, when he did
not mention this matter. I observe, however, from allusions in the
papers forwarded to me, that a private letter which had passed betwecr
members of the family has been filed before the Joint Magistrate ; fron
this probably may be gathered whether the family really entertainec
tho belief now asserted relative to the proximate cause of the olt
woman’s sickening from the first, or whether a fortuitons circumstance
has been made use of to aggravate a serious grievance. S

- Moossa Poker and Rajab Kutty were both retained some time in
custody, bub the difficulty of obtaining food wes so great that it hecam
‘pecessary to release them. In tho meantime most of their familie
were compelled to leave the island in o starving state. Pormission ¥
acCOMpPany thel%’:’ was withheld. i : ‘

* the anomalous position in which I stood
- I not resolutely re

" the Kariastan was'some wood ta

~ to the matter having been first brought

Hussan Kutty Malanjes Row,

oo
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Very shortly after my arrival in the island in September last the caso

- was brought to my notice. For various reasons I was nnwilling to
interfere directly. I listened carefully to all I was told, bub complaints

and dissatisfaction were so general here as elsewhere, that I was afraid
of showing the particular interest which minute queslioning always-
implies. -, however, on this, 23 on many other cascs, spoke strongly to
Koyah Kutty, the Becbee’s Agent then with me, directing him to settle
it, or .otherwise I should be compelled to interfere. I desired him
to retnrn all the property to the parties, and we agreed that a fine which

. had already been imposed by the decision of the principal inhabitants,

of double the amount stolen, would suffice. - This punishment was
slight, but there were many extenuating circumstances; and tho whole
proceeding had been so reprehensible on the part of the Pandarnm -
that I thought that the confinement: and other annoyance already
endured, enhanced tho punishment greatly. The jewels, &c., were

.~ veturned with my knowledge, and I was tcld by the Kariastan Koysah
- Kutty that a fine of the amount agreed on had been imposed. I heard
- nothing further of the case till it was revived by your letter of the 12th

October last. - When I returned to Androt to make full local inquiry'

- people wereall prepared. Half the inhabitants of the islands were probably
. present at the “ Cowrachy,” but they, afraid of being treated as aidex;s

and abettors, would not give evidence. © The further inquiry instituted

- under your orders has led me to form a somewhat' more unfavorable

inpression of the ““ Qowrachy ” part of the matter than I did at first, and
I regret to be obliged to confess that I was misled as to the final se’ttle-
ment. I had supposed that the Kariastan had, as recommended by me "
fixed the fine-at six moodabs of rice, value about 12 rapees, but ﬁgd onf

" inquiry that he had enbanced this by enforcing a further fine of 53

‘moodahs of rice, which he commuted into a compulsory payment in coi
at the monopoly price of six maunds per moodah, thereby imposin .
further fine of 25 to 30 rupees. Iam explicit on all matters Ii):hat ga
whole case may be before you, and. in explanation must remind you (l)(:' :
oy o ik ’ ; for I can assure you that, had
ised tointerfere in the i i i "
I should have been overwhelmed : 'so ;rsat:n::x;iael gi‘zzzitzi the isand,

The only thi e o 4
e onlything taken in the- Cowrachy * which was not returned b

s ‘ ken from these houses. This has bee
embezzled by the Raryakar Cheyah Mulanjee Row, &c., who Wa:Sz\b :1?;

;1‘.;1{0 ?uildipg a b-pat.- A In evide?nce 1t wanld appear to have been sold.
18 to my certain knowledge is a-story trumped up long subsequeni '

: { under tice. : -
kar is a man of influence and wealth on the islax:g. e The'Karya |

With reference to the condnct of the Kariastans Cheyah Mu]anf ee Row,

€] .
&c., Tthink that thev onky nut into exe.
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cutmn an ostablished custom of the 1slands~one which you will obseme
was practised only four years ago by the same Kar y‘ﬂ;an without repre
hension. - Thoy considered this a case which called * - measuvre, a3 a
quasi-State offence. The system is at fault, not tae- as, oxespt in
so far as the snbordinates seem to have acted in an 'ﬂ Ay objection-
‘ble way in this matter. I may mention that the :* - le’s Kariustan
" who accompanicd accopded his distinet approval of - ~gécuduct when
I spoke to him of the case, :
The general matter of the administration of -public Ju&incr‘ ana police
on these islands I reserve for another ‘place. As repectd this case 1
must express an opinion that the two deaths in ‘cuestion caunot be
attributed entirely. to the canses stated. That a ¢ Cowracky ” actually
- took place with many of its objectionable features cannot be denied, but
it must be remembered that “ Cowrachy ”.3s a species of wild, irregular,
retaliative justice which has obtained in the Beebee’s administration of
the police of the islands. It would, therefore, not bo possible to bring
the Kariastans of the Pecbee to justice om any direct charge in the
wmatier. ‘

I have, &e.;
(Signed) W. ROBINSON, ‘
Aeting Head Assistant Magistrate.

Cavtcor, 27th January 1848,

No. 135
From '
' H. V. CONOLLY, Esq.,
Magistrate of Halabar,
To
R. CHATFIELD, Esa.,
Joint Magistrate, Cannanore. T
Sz, :

With reference to the correspondeneo noted in the margin, Thave thc

5 &
. From Joint Magistrate, boxnor to forwa d a report* from Mr. Robmsox}_nn‘
dztod Gth October 1847, the subject of the aggraveted assaclt to which
To Joint Magistrat
dated DGR BiSet® certain people of the islind of. Androt were sub-
* ﬁU‘rxtcdl 26th instant, Jjected by some of the Beebee’s people. 1 ghall
;;tt,m.“éfﬁf’"m @ i B glad <o be favored with your sentiments regard-

ing ‘hu matter,
I have, &c.,
(Signéd) H V CONOLLY,
o M agzsiratd

[

) Fxfo‘i‘i;f‘j'
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Jornt Macisteare’s OFFICE,
TELLIcHERRY, lst February 1848.

g “R. CHATFIELD Esq,
o Joint Magwh ate of Ma?abm
To
k H V CO\TOLLY Esq.,.
: , Magwt:ate of Malabm
‘ Sm v

I have thp honor to acnmowledve the recelpt of your Tetter, under
-date. the 27th ultimo, forwarding & report * of
" Mr. Robinson’s on the subject of an aggravated "
assanlt in the island of Androt,,und calling for wy sentlmon’es on the
subject§ - R :

Mr. obinson’s report confirme 5o much of the statements made

. ® Herethh retumed

- before me by the unfortunate complainants that it would be superfluons
" to enter inte a discussion on disputable points. Taking Mr. Robinson’s
_ report as the ground work for a few: remarks, I have to observe that the

rice was sold at famine prices, and the  utmost rascality ** practised in
the disposal of it. In consequence ¢ of this price and rascality a couple
of youthb, to save the lives of their relatives, committed the dreadful
&normity of taking what they could not purchase, and what, says the

* mother, they must all have perlshed hopelessly without. For this crime

the whole family is mulet in a preposterous fine, the females treated
with ignominity and brutahtv, and an infant, if not killed assisted bya |

- fall from its mother’s arms, “towards that death whither wretchedness
~ and famine might possibly have otherwise prematurely hurried it. The

plundering of these poor islanders scems to have, becn conducted under

" the semblance of a form which the worst mis-government could alone

patronize, and the harshest of all tyrannies alone practise.

- Mr. Robinson does not produce to my mind any evidence to show
that the infant died & nabural death, whereas the opposite conclusion of
its relatives has every thing in its favor, without supposing the event -

- was seized upon.merely with a view to aggravate the geueral charge ;

but whether iko child died in consequence of its fall or in conscquence |
of dysentery, and whether the-old woman expired of fright, starvation, or .

© " age, the proceedmw from-first to last is one of a most sickening nature ;

and as a recurrence is ‘not impossible where the * Cowrachy”’ cxists,
it is to be hoped, if the culprits are Dow beyond the reach of civilized

\‘ law, that the present case may have Some influence in effecting a radis
_‘ cal change 6 the admxmqtratxon of justice throughout the. islands. ¥

1 have, &c,,
(ngned) ' R CHATFIELD
s - . Joint Magistrate.
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CALICUT Sth February 1818
No. 180
From

h \‘T COYOLL& .LSQ, .

' ' ’:[agtsh ate of Malabar,
To '

.. R. CHATTIELD, Esq., . ‘
‘ Joint Maqistrate T}Zlviclmrry . !
Sir, - ,

I havoe the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of your letter of the ]st
instant on the subject of Mr. Rcbmson s report on a case of agsault i
Androt. . : :

The point on whick 1 e%poclallv wish for your opinion is whether if
i3 desirable to prosecute the matter criminally, or be. content Wlth,
obtaining for the sufferers in the assault such compensation as can now
be afforded. In the former case the Government must be moved to
decide by what Court the offence should be tried. - '

It is in intention to propose such steps as will introduce a ﬁvsLem!
of justice into the Laccadive Islands and prevent a recarrence of thﬂaf
barbarities. T make this reference to you as you are necessarily bt‘ttez
acquainted, from personal inquiry, with the merits of the case than my-
self. But I think your natural indignation has led you somewhat tg

overlook the fanlt which led to the outrage complained of wﬁ;hout}
attompting to defend the heartless conduct of the Beebeo’s people, 1'
cannot think that the relatives of the parties who compiam to us Wmd
justified in their abstraction of the Beebee’s rice, Much is to bhe sald;

You call the two wiro  no doubt, in alleviation for men who steal f‘oo&
;{,‘:}irﬁxf youths. Mr under the impulsc of hunger, but their stealing i isi
was 40 yeurs of age, yot o fanlt, and one that would be more or less*'
punished by any anthority. ' ‘

The great firrgrfwatmn of the assault in the present instance scems to]
me to consist in its having involved the innocent, or the compara-,
tively innocent, the women who merely partook of the stolen food, in the
punhhment aimed a$ the guilty ; and even this, abomineble as it jus tly 1 1s
in our.eyes, is unl_y an abuso of authority common among all native powers.;

. I bave, &o., )
(igned)  H. V. dox OLLY, |
Uanmt‘m!ﬂ I

!

bt SRS«

I beg to attract your attention Yo ho suggestxon thrown out in
’vir Robinson's report that much, light mzay be thrown on the view:
iwhich was originally taken by tho sufferers themselves of the amount of
injury inflicted on them by & 1ef01 ence to the letter ““ hetween membﬂ s'
of the famhy filed before you, a o

(Signed) - H. V. CONOLLY,
¢ ‘ Magisirate.

45T
~Jorvt MacisTraTe’s Orrick, |
TELLIGHERRY, 9th Fe bruary 1848

From - - o SRS
S TR CHATFIELD Feas ks J
. S m Jomt Magtstmfe of ﬂfalabar
To e Ty ?Jif“‘? - SR
* “H V. CO\TOLLY ESQ, S SRy
Lo T Maﬂstmie ofMala.bar
,Sm S R

- I have the honor to acknowledve the recezpt of yOur Ietter, under
daﬁe the 5th instant, and, in reply, to state that since Mg.' Robinson, -
‘after an’inquiry on the spot, concludes that the commission of a murder ‘
canhpt be substantiated, and that the barbarous assanlt was perpetrated
when the island a,uthontles were executing a process consxdered legal, -

- or at least custemary, 1 do not see what uso it would be to: proceed
" _criminally agaxnsb partxes whe could. dxsnute your Jumsdtctmn and pledd

prescription in support of thur proceedmgs Tt may* be ‘enough to
igu‘u-d against the recurrence of future mlqumes by an alteratmn in the

law and the parties who administer it.

. The letter you and Mr. Robinson aﬂude bo spoke, I thmk of tha

R reillance .of part of the
. ‘plunder of goods and. the detention under surve

Soilplamang s family,and I thought all the parties examined before me.
" looked apon themselves as deeply grieved, and not likely to' cousider ths

'« Cowrachy ” as a legitimate, or at least pleasant way of - dctectmrr

. thicves and remunerating losses. . .., &

T saw the complainant yesterday, and she- mforms me tha.t maost of the

| ' ijropertv taken from them has been restored, and I have to—du.y wntt/en |
to the Beebec to hasten the delivery of the’ remwmde;. ' -, -

L Ihzwe, &c., S
| (Signed) R CHATFIELD,

Jomt .Magzstratf*

j[eﬁomndvnu F’ H C’ro*m F‘?g onthe Rl‘part frcrmﬁ[r Robmson K

.on the Laccaci’we Lslands under the Rule of the Becbee of Oannm Ore.

1; The origin. of this report was a complaint arzee to the Coliector

‘itof Malabar against the fiscal and: Judx(,ml maladministration ‘m t‘.m% ;
 islands under the Beebes’s immediate and sole control. - -

. 9. After a brief, strong, “encomium-unon the zeal and abxhtv dx.s- 1

layed by his ASsistant, Mr. Robinson, in the investigation, Mr: Conolly
: groceeds to say that up to the period of Tippoo’s- successful. invasion the

he period of Txppoos
hole group was in the Beebee’s hands.. From the p
:’leoccrgt;m Iffom' m!ands have been attached to thp Gov ernment tcm‘ory,

S B AT
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~ whilst five islands also specified, and up to tho last year well peopled!
and well cultivated, are still in the Beeboe’s possession. o

S. The prosperity and population of two of the Beebee’s islands Wasjr

greatly reduced by a storm of last year, that of the remaining islands
13 estimated ab about 2,000 and 1,500 inhabitants respectively. A vory]
superior coir, valuable fisheries, cowries, holothuria, and tortoise shells
form the staple produce. S -
4. The natural advantages of the islands are great, and yot the
inhabitants aro miserably poor, dispirited and discontonted—the resuls
of oppression and exaction. Their products are éisadvantageously
. Paras. 180,1810f Mr. 1onopolised, and the only return granted rice of]
Robiugon’s veport. an inferior description. /The punishment for
infringement of regulations is most severe; fees for liberty of employmenﬁJ
aud trade, such as fishing, pilotage, &e., are exorbitant ; and all local
appointments are bought and sold. : .
The Beebee's power as merchant and sovereign is most injurious to
-the interests of the people—a power despotic, mercenary, oppressive,

unfettered, and unchecked by legal or other restraint, comprising |1

exclusive right to trade, monopoly of produce and necessary tmport,
regulator of prices and sole advancer (in grain alone) on credit. Tho!
consequence is described as universal debt and stato of abject distress,
poverty, and humility. - s
5. Such is tho present fiscal state.

6. The judicial system is said to be equally bad and more disastrous, | -

parties of no character or weight holding all

Py ph 208, - no ot ling
aragrep "positions of justice and of trust, profit being the

chief or only aim in fixing the awards ; money vayments liquidate the |-
most heinous crimes, and by which both the Becbee and her local )

officers profit according to the crime committed
; and amount of payment mads; one ascertained.
and reported ease is instanced for theft—the property of the Beebee ; the |

Mr. Chatfelde o) Orders were 80 barbarously and indiscrimine;tely i
port_and para. 210 of carried out as to injuro” the innocent, and to be
Mr. Bobingor’s. the probable canse of death, and this is represented
as no uncommon or selected case. b S

So bad in short is the present aspect of affaivs in the Laccadives
' that, but for the mixed feeling of hope and fear |,
townrds the British Government, open rebellion
at the present moment would bo manifest, as occurred in 1781 a,nd‘
1784 in Arroeric and its three dependencies.: st

Paragraph 210,

Paragraph 252,

The Beebee is said to have lost much power, her tazes and monopolies X

are evaded, and Government aid is sought towards
the support of existing and recovery of her lost |-
influeace. o )

Paragraph 217.

[

s

(4%

-~ - Mr. Cénblljf has éxplajned'tf;e futility of this‘é\xpectaﬁon, .and ven-

tured to hint a total relinquishment of her right of government for some

“agreed upon equivalent ; pride or s point of honoris stated as the chief

obstacle to an arrangement which Government interference ‘alone cap

" -bring about. . . :

: This appears the only conrst; now left open. The Beebee’s promises
;3f amendment and reform have only been made to be broken, her

* denials of oppression and wrong have been disproved,‘ and her means
" even were wanting if the intention existed of governing upon -sound

o

*  In 1793 an agreoment appears to

" . ?aragra]ih%s)."

. terfuge, a second treaty was agr

- eppoint whomsoever they thought.fit
- " The political aspec

" interfere with the Beebee

- and remodelled.- ~ - .0 .

- for leasing or direc

" habits. - .

principte. The wholo fiscal and police system must in short be changed

" "The official records show that in 1797 not only tl}p Governments of
) ‘ India but also the Court of Directors were fully

See Qovernor-Gene- : 1
s Order, alive to the evil, and seriously ycontemplgted a

ral’s Order, duted July
1795, aud Court’s ap-
prom!,“1797.. o

remedy. UL e e
have been made, but not ratified
. or carried out, to the effect that.the Beebee’s
entire possessions on the Laccadives were to be
sin in 1797, after much trouble and e‘mb-
reed to by tho Beebes, ¢ that, provided
; i ‘ o & -might
1 olies were resérved to her, the Government

O ot whomaoe to administer justice, &e.””,
t of the world at the time—war with France, &c—-—
to have prevented so desirable

,'sequestered to Government ; ag

U o appears;dloné
f'am:gra;rhazgs,%«iﬁ.,,. anend, 7 o oes ool L e
Beyéna the fiscal and judicial change, it is not now proposéd to
‘ ’s position as proprictary or private landlord,
‘as with her present possessions on the coast 50 ber own arrangements
ting her private property in the islands w‘nllybe
established. . .- T e .' BT
) Much private property is enjoyed on the islands, and the proprietary
‘P 198, . right seems clearly. understood. ;f)vt.ar ,t}.ns tll.e
L ‘I’Z;:zzgh 195: . o -Beebee has no feunom claim ; the p.mncxpal'@ab}-
tants aro of ‘high caste ancestry, independent and patmrchaj in ﬂfl?ll‘

. 8o late as thé :mi;idle”of /the“l'g‘is't‘ coutury trade was free and unfit-

" tered, and the ‘total abolition of her monopoly in coir in 1793 was

" ordered by. the Governor-General and spproved of by the Court of

- - - q »
- Directors ; a communication to that effect was made to the Besbeoin 1785.

. In the same year (1795) an officer was deputed by the Govemmcnif:
to inspect, survey, and report upon the state?
‘the islands ; the vppressed and miscrable state

'.’\IrBenﬂey of the -
. of the people was: strongly ~mgrg5§1;§€a ?’}'& Ml}

gineers. .
‘ E?'}.ragraph 241,

, -Berﬁtleyv.;ndﬁthé.ii' anxicty for Briti's_s_l:: interfere{zica.v/



_entered into with painful detail by Mr. Robinson.
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Frem tho "megcmgr it wonld, therefore, appmr that ‘LL local oﬂ}c»rq

\ of  the present and former times strongly advo-

cate annexation. Former Governments consented,’

gud it would appear now to be a fitting, if not a necessary, occusion fi J"
decided 1casurés—a proceeding which humamtw
would strongly -urge, and a pﬁcnmary view nos'
. discourage. .
Thsﬂ per%t’»m‘ ng efforts of the Bechee’s f‘amlly to recover the four
iglands usurped, as stated by. Tmpoo and ceded to the Government at,
his fall, added to the known parsimonious aggrandizing nature of thux
Mopillah dmmcter, would lead to the conclusion that these possessions.
were far more profitablo than acknowledged, and that othcr and. mwore
weighty reasons than family pride dictated those appeals.-  * - ;

Paragraph 242.

Paragraphs 245, 246,

The clemency of the Court of Directors - sanctioned a right ” con-]
sidered by the Liocal Government and authorities:
forfoited in 1792—a rlght only acqmred wfter,
Hyder’s invasion and scizure of all the (‘hcmkul'

Rajal’s property, up fo which time tribute was
paid by the Beobée to the Cherikal family:

The det'uls of futule arrangements are deferred, but no real difii- |
cultics are by Mr. Conolly anticipated. "The Beehee pays 10,000 rupees .
a year to Government, prmumf,d to bo half the net profits ; this 10,000 i
it iy prono%ed to relinquish and allow other 10,000, taking in exchange !
the island revenues, which, under a fair and’
encouraging system, it is calculated will prove, even ! )
in a peounmv point of view, advmmgﬁous

Other uninhabited islands of the Laccadive group are deseribed to‘;J
be capable of successful occupation and extended culture, and thither
some of the sufferers, by nhe late storm, have been already by Mr
Robinson located. : - ’ )

The terrible distress existing in two of the Beebee's islands has been !
The loss of Lifo and ?
property resulting, as stated in a marginal note to Mr. Conolly’s letter, 2
may lessen the amount of money ~payment orwmally propo%ed in |
exchange for the Beebec’s posses ssions. \

Court’s Despatch,
dated 1806,

Secretary to Govern-
ment’slettor,dated 1804,
and Board's Procecd-

i
ings 18232, !
i
i

Paragraph 251,

i

MixyTE BY THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE (GOVERNOR.
T have read not only Mr. Crozicr's Memorandum, but the whole of
Mr. Conoliy’s and” Mr. Robinson’s detailed and interesting reports. @

Tdo not think thab it is anywhero conc]usu'ely shown that fhew
Beobee of Cannanore hias ever consi nte& to transfor the islands sho stlll ;

4

<,,¢,_‘
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‘posseabes 1o thc BntHh Government I 'con»aide'r‘ the - ar’gum“c‘ntvs‘;
adduced by the Bombay Govcrnmcnt in thetr correspondence with the -

" Commissioners to be futile as’ to establishing our right to claim “the %
- fulfilment of any such agreement; especially in the absenice of the “ Origi-

nal Treaty, ” which is stated to have been dra.wn up m Persian and to K

"have been signed by the Beebee.. o

It-therefore seems to me to be qmte pla.m that the ﬁrst step towards

.« any such arrangement (supposing it may be otherwise deemed advisable) |
_will be to obtain the Becbee’s consent ; but, judging from these papers, T
do not see the smallest chance of that being willingly granted. [ also -

presume that this Government could not enter on any neﬂotlatmn with .
" the Beebee for the attainment of that object without the sanction of the’

_ Government of India or possibly that of the Home Authorities. - -~ | -~

. The next question to be considered is the proposed pecuniary’ stipu-.
latzons, and I confess that Isee nothing in gese papers to lead me to

~ suppose that Mr. Conolly’s plan of. giving up our admitted claim to a

_ tribute of Rupecs 10,000 per annum, and adding' as ronch more as the .

- acertain degrec they do so.

" price of the (to be ceded) islands, is hkely to be pubhcly advantageous,

at all events for a series of years. | .

I thipk there is ample proof in these papers tlmt ‘the mhablt'mts of ‘
the Beebeo’s island have the means of asserting thelr rights, and that to .
In saying this; I am far from wishing to -

" extenuate the Imsmanagcmenbﬁwhlch is shown to exist, but in the case of

illegality that is not common in all independent. Natn'c States:.

“ Cowrachy ? or confiscation of property, which. forms tho. concludmgv
portion of the Appeudxccs to Mr. Robinson’s report, -I can perceive no -
1In the”
Mahratta (Paishwas) Government it was much worse. Thew if & man.

had a claim, good or bad, against ancther, : -and could - nob. obtain:

-redress, he kad recourse to burning the stacks of a-third person, afﬁxmg :

" toa tree or bush at hand the name of his supposed injurcr, whose pro--

_perty was forthwith seized and confiscated, whilst the incendiary was’,

allowed to remain nnmolested., Many instances of this kind came before "

" me sfter the conquest of the Deckan, and not only the mcendxancs, but -

* the people of all classes were surprised to find that our measures wero
~ directed’ io the pumishment of tho proper. oriminals. These cases—of

“which I spesk from personal kno'vled"o——-wdl show that we canncb -
- gafely draw any comparisons between our. own procedure and thab of _‘i

" Malabar appears

“Native States.. o it |
I'do not understand the prmcxple on whxch the Jomt Maglstrate of

‘havé thought it possxb‘e that a case:of - Cow-s

s islands

rachy ” oﬁicxa\l phmder »’ occurring in onc of the Becbe

- could be mvestlgatcd in our Courts, but I am glzxd to see that the inter-

- ference of our officers (whether strictly allowable or not)- lms had the
: eﬁ'f,ct o: ammoratmg tho scverxty ofthe punishment. S
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As we already hold o part of the group of islands, and have neces:
sarily some establishpients on them, I infer that the same (with, perhaps
atrifiing increase) would suffice for the whole. This and all yther gues.

© tions connected with the revenue will be best pronounced on by the
Board of Revenuc, to whom the papei*s bad begter be sent for their
considerarion, i :

Should their opinion be in favor of the arrangewent suggested by
Messrs. Conolly 'and Robinson, an application can be made to the
Government of Tndia for its sa-ncti(,:n to proposing to (or requiring from)

the Beebee of Cannanore the cossion of her islands on such terms as may
be cousidered fnir and jast to her interests. -

HENRY POTTINGER.
October 251k, 1848.

Revexve DRPARTMERT.

Extract jrom the Minules of Consultation, under date the 10tk
‘ November 1848, Nov. 1225,
- 9 ..
Read letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 23rd June 1848,
No. 19. ‘ e

* .

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council observes that,
under date the 15th April last, the Board of Revenue were called on to
give their opinions on Mr. Robinson’s propositions for the management of
the group of Laccadive Island be]ono'mn' to the district of Canara, and
he now resolves to transmit the further report furnished by Mr. Robin-
son through the Collector of Malabar respecting the general condition
and prospects of such of the Laccadive Islands as are in possession of
the Beehee of Cannanore for their consideration, and in order tha$ the
Board of Revenue may afford the Government the benefit of their views
on thé propoaitions it embraces. ' v

2. It does not appear to the Governor in Council to be quite clear that
the Beobee has ever consented to transfer those islands to the British
Government, or that she can be prevailed upon, cven now, to part with
them on the terms suggestec, ; nor i3 he satisfied that the proposed
pecuniary stipulations of giying up an admitted claim to a tribute. of

¢ Rupoes. 10,000 per annum, with as much more as compensation for the
islands to be oeded, is likely to be publicly advantageous, at least for
gome years to come, or that with the means the inhabitants of these
islands have of asseltmg their rights, and. of which they avail them-
solves to a certain degree, the trarafer on their account alono would ba

- ~men§ iin behalf of the mhabltants. .

1 51

expedxcjt The cxmnse of' m:magmn' these ulands mlght xiob be’

“.great, as the Government ‘have already eszanhsl.mants {or theirown
“islands attached to the Canara ‘District; this qnestmn and all others

connected with the revenue will be fully considered by the Board of

. * Revenue in all their bearings, =ad should. their cpinion be'in favor

- of the arrang {nent suggested by Messrs, Conolly and Robinson, they

-3 il state ‘the terms whick - they ‘may consider fair and just-to the-
. mnterests of the L‘m*bée of Cavmancre for aby tammg the t?&l:uf“!' of the
. 151311(15., B : i

3. In the meanmme t’he Coﬂectar of M‘slaba.r wﬂl urfro on ﬂxe

" Besbee the necessity of aiding the islanders who have ﬂuﬁ‘ered g0 much
Y durmg the late disastrous seasons, as weoll .as. of redreqsmg the grlev-i

\arces of which they have already complained, and he will mhmate to’
her that the Government will expect her to, adopt_ such measures in-
‘communication with Mr. Conolly for the better m:magement of the=e;

" islands as will prevent future complaints of - oppression ‘on the’ par

of her agents, and obviate the suthoritative mterference of thxs Govom—

igned). ‘H('C MONTGOMERY,:

Secretar Y to. Gmera;menl

: : : Rgﬂani Dnunmum.
La:,ract from the P: ocsﬂdmgs of tkquumd of Rne:zue (lated 2;&:1
. August 1849,;_&\70 349, R

Read Ie*ter from zhe ‘Collector of@a?am un&er date” 27th March
n co,,mm,m,, nﬂ, 1848, forwardmg\h‘bpy of Mr.. Robinson’s .report .

CoMay 1888 G- of ""nd February 1848 upon ‘the effects_of the
hurncane ‘of Apml 1847 upon the - Laccadr?e Isla.no.s a.nnﬂxed to tha ,

Lmara Dlsfr"ct

(Eere enter No: 28)

. 3 Read Fxtract. Mmutes of Consnlmtwn, 5th Aprﬂ 1848 commumeavmq =

a report, dated 7th Fobruary 1848, furnished through the Collector of "

i . Malshar by ‘\ir Robinson; rﬁlatwe to the effects of the same hirricans

“upun those of the Laccadive. Isnmds which are subject to the Besbes of |

- C&nnanore, and callmg for the, views of .the Board and, of the (.rOiI(,ﬁtOl'
_ of Canara before passmb final ordem upo** L'he snb;ect 2 -

Cani /\ (Here enter No. a92)

Bea.d 1eiter from the Coﬂector of Canara, un&er date 2715}1 May 1848
“In cg,,mm,on, muh subxmttms' ‘6bservations - upon Mr.. Rcbmson s

- Jnly 184800 rgpgrt sent to him with the above extmcb

‘-*(Hemente-\ 46)’ IR



152

uttinge, for the Bo urther report of the 19th May 1848
anagement, and prospects of the

et
it

; ] at of Cu LBRNOTE, farpisked
hy Mr. Robinson tht‘azwL Lh() Collee tﬁ‘ of Iﬂa‘a&;;;“ :

(Here enter Ho. ‘i;i&‘»gé.) B S

- . . o
TRead Extract Minut so‘r Comsultation, onder date 107 F exmmry 1849
rom the Deehy of Cannanore, trank-

}.erardmg, foy report, an address
mitted through the Collector of _.ﬂ.ﬁzmar, wherein she solicits ihe
remission of, half the pa‘i&:‘ncu%h for 15 years in consideration of the losy
sustained in her po‘*ses: ons in the Laccadives in ‘consequence of Llc.

(Here entey.Nc. 173

Bead tetter front the E lector of Canars, dated 8th June 1848, sub-

. sl vy v £y £ vy ¥
In Consultation, 25ed I , fur the special sanction of Government, an
Fuly 1542 © nccount of " exponses, amounting to Rupees 42-12-5,

inourred on account of two peons deputed to the Amendevy Tslands a$

o

she reguisition of Llr Fubmr SOT.

, e
,,,,, ~ (Here enter No. bi)

“Read jet:.cr from t,he Collector of Ma hb ar, dased 18th {Fune ]84‘3

fn Consuliation, 850 submitting, for the &:QSLIEX] sanction of (Jm Lrlwmvut

July 1849,  astatemeniy, of the charges tncurred in affording
“ relief to the distressed inhabit aﬁ\é;s of the Laccadive 1.:141‘(13

(Heyp | l'§\|€l* V o. 48)
s

B@&d Fxtract Minutes of Cumul"atnon dated 4th ulhmo referring, for
the early consideration of the Bourd, aletter from the Collector of
Malabar forwarding an address from the Buehee of Lanrmnore on {he
%b‘;ecf of a remission of half of her tri butc.

(Here cnter No. 620))

v

Reed lester to the C Heumr of ’\Iabbar, dated uﬂl June 1849,
requesting information os to the relative position ‘of the Dsjel and
Besbee of Cannanore. : -

{He eenter 0. Eu()‘ﬁ) 4
¢ Read lotter from the Cn] sotor of Malabar, dated 16th July 1849,
Tn Consaltation, 30th  furnishimg theinformation enlled for in the above-

July 1848, meutioned letter from the Board, datud 25th
. June 1849,

(Here entar No. 64.)

Pead Extract Min t*ee of bumul dtzrn 10th .\Tu\rember 1848, traa#

.153*‘

T’ava 1 .The- {Lur ﬁrs; pupcrs .re 'miﬂd at the heml nf ths*se
’roceedmgs relate to the effects of the storm of 15th and  16th A r:l" :
847 upon the Laccadive Islands, hoth those a)elonwno' 1o the Honor-
ble Comm.nv and attached . to the Canara Dlatr'vb, and tnaﬁe nider the
overnmcnt of fho Béebee of Cannanore, and to the measures. which
ave been & xen, or rema,m to be t'ﬂfeu, for tlxe e 'ef of tae stzﬁ'erers
pon th“ O"!‘*ﬂl ‘ o : .

2 ""he imrmc\q; which wsﬁpd the%c mlamdc in ipm 847 4a regre-. ‘
ente& to have been of a vmlenee unmra!lelnd in the re”r'zluctmn orm
he *mdxtlcnmy history of the g“nup i Cf)mult’]lced on tLe 10‘&1-/
&pm} about 8 p.at. from the E.N.K., and see¢ms to have® moveﬁ in 3

Y.NW. dmﬁatmn between the islands and the main land, as evineed
ry the’ cu'cumqtanr-e 01’"’ the line of mlanﬁs nexi - the ccwst having '
I been more ‘or less m3nred while the -outer islands were loss
flected in propormon to their distance from “the coutmenb. Its
lestructive effects were aggravated Loth by its ha‘nnrr occurred ab the
eason of spring tides, and by its having fallen “upon the islands -on
beir eastorn or miore expmed si s “'The storm broke upon La’pe“m '
mg of the Beﬂbeb g istandg, at 8 P of t‘ﬂp 15th, passed on to Audret; )
iso bplongmrr to the Bée! N wm h 11: reached between 12 and_ 9 A‘;
i the 16th. It arrived atNae (o '-\;mpany s Island -of Kiltan, and the
aﬂt of the Laccadzves severeiy ulected by it at abéix;t ,afh hour ;.fﬁt:l“s*? “
ise on the ‘iame dzw ' R G T s e e

3 The Board Wi’ ﬁrst not’ ice xt& e&‘ects ag re"m'ds the C mmn "
slands. Ofthese, tho only one whicls has saffered to any extentis K}ltyns g
ind the injury here hustmned was v‘mz'w oceasioned by the muﬂuahi ’
he spring tids. bémg about full wuex\the storm reached is. The fi o .
i tnc wind was less than a ab the south- ensterly isiands of i-.al & Omg
&ndmt pmbabxy in consequence of Kiltan }vmg to.the WC‘StWI}; ‘ﬂm s
‘eal edurs of the hu’ncane, and thoe con nsoquences iere .
ess disastrous. ‘6,864 tregs, including y young !
osb; 21 dweng houses

d of the .
tberefure, far
g ol = trees and plants; have been
, 3 cuses, 4 rmosqgues 4 ’
town of destroyed, and sorge tanks and wells ﬁil?:d :phm';}ﬁf;m Wd;};gd |
1ad, - howevcn- been small, and, owing both to the indnstri cbsoton
f “the peopzn and the faverable cuttarn . of the -ye r u
nd prices, zll that was _tepairable had 5
{r. Robinson visiied the islands six mon
18 rewmmended an advance of §0 ruped
o a party whos6 })oat was wrecked. -
- similar effect .in faver of ‘an inkal
ﬁ'Qrded by the Colleutor., In the othe
imeny, and Kadmut«thp
;rd WJL thex‘c"me,

ons ch.xraoter
ar s to” nruduce
alrendy been repaired when' .
ths afrerwards. Mr.- Robmson x
¢ s te~payable within three years,
Thig' recommeéndation, and one to
itant of another island,- has been
er of tho Canara Ielandb«-Chﬂt
Ioss sustained has been inconsiderable: Tha -
proc@n:xi to reflaw th-ﬂ condmﬂn ot the Bt.ebees
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islands ; but they will first advert to s few pomta LOHI)(‘(’U‘U. with those
2th - bdwmnw to the C(Jmnahv, which are noticed by
tien,  Mr. _uubl’wf) 1 in-the conchtqu part uszmuiﬁ of his
~ report of 2%nd February 1

Vrom Cans
Mh!‘{u, in Cor
1ith May 1848,

‘% ek - e _ - 3,
4, The *muspect::; of this por tion of the Leecadive group are stated to
be encouraging. It was visited by cholera in 1845, when fuany person

o

were carried off; but Ounexwxoa tha islands huave beetr h‘aithv and

the acnsons ;*ood since Mr. Hobinson’s lnat visit ab t]es commencement
of that year. L'ho outturn Gt the season of 18 i’f, fovwithstanding the
hurricane, was more favorable thaw had been exper anC"—‘d for 10 cr 15

years, and *he expnrt~3 from Amendevy more particularly, have largely

increased. . th the exception of Kiltan, where u case u{' poiscning,

which it was iewred vas ot the only one of the kind, had occurred, the
good crder of the islands have been maintameq wad erime was oo the
decrease. | : . -

5. In 48 dnd tho follby wing paragraphe of Eus veport, ™ Br. Hobinson
c_iza ribes the measures which he took for dighribut-

& i"f!z!d Febraary 1842,
: zed to culbivate

ng, among the parties i"hr) ov

them, the wastoe lands whmh h.we hitherto 1 been o ﬂmefi as the property .

of Govirnment. The arrangements appes: (13.0 have been very pro; er.
He has also, for reasons fully set forthin l.ﬁ*m’,h 64 to 72, andin the
justice of #hich the Beard quito congius a-mvupndwd that-a Karani b
appainted to each of the four Canara Islands, whois fo be per manently
‘stationed upon hisisland, and, besides kcupm g all the accounts, &c., con-
neeted with it, will assist' the resident peon in tho performance of his

general duties, The aggregate salary for the four Kuranies at first
proposed by Mr. Robinson vsv'a% Rupees 87 per- annum, or Rupees 18

above the amount of the pay of 5 single peon, which the Government
{Extract Minutes of Consultation, 12th April 1847 Yexpressed themselves
prepared to sanction for the purpose of raising the' efficiency of the
office. Somo further communication has, however, taken place between
him and the Collector, and the resuls is a recommendation that the total
annual chargs for the Karanies be augmented to Rupees 126, involving,
efter doduction of the sum paid-to the pregent Karani, a net increase of
Rupees 99 per annum, which, as remarked by Mr. Blane, is but a small
gum after all in comparison of the importance of the objects to be
attained. ~The Board beg to recommend the proposal for the faverable:
‘C'C)}L;ldé‘{ ation. of Governms ent, and to advise thas the “higher rates of
salary, Rupees 128, suggeste®by the Cellector be adopted, the pa‘;‘mcnv
" as heretofore being made, not in méney budin rice.

6. Ths practice of exacting sabd cusser, or making a deduction from
"the weight of the coir on its receipt at Mangaloro on account of sand,
‘raentioned in p@rarrraph 76 of the report, unovld beat once discontinued,
and the coir, if of tnp standard uality of its class, be taken at-the

’-'A.ny "sittcmpf‘s ab ‘fr ud ;.uGde bc trpate&

actual: qu..-mtxty ciehvered
wpihn x;hnu' merits.

7. The Board lel now tum to sthe Beebeev-‘ islands:."- The ﬁrqt of
Mr. Robinson’” aroport, these to experienco the fury of the hurricane wis,
7th February, 1843, para- . as’ aiready stated, Kalpc,nm, sxtuated aL ‘the
greph 8, : \ C o 9
- ‘ sonth-eaqtern extremit y of .the group. The storm
burst upon this island at about § Par of the:15th April, when the
spring tide was at the full.” **The sea ‘rose'and  flooded ‘the whole,:
but across the. narmwer part of*the main land it seems to have
had tremendous velocxty 'All tho trées, ‘with the’ very soil, and
between 50 and 60 honses were washed into the ocean with' upwards
of 280 pexsonb, while along the ,whole length ‘of the ‘shore a flood
of icose coral has been depmlte& over.the island, Wlncb wili render
2 .considerable trqet quite unserviceable “until it huy’ decompased
and become <011 Across tho broader parts ‘of-the 1slam1 the Waber

23 sunk. - ’lhe water filled tht, tatdm* (thh
) :a]t water, kﬂhntr all verretatwn and. drcwnma"
- ., ibmny persons. "It was in. conss:quencc last year
quite wasto the castern bank of the totam & flood .of loose
‘coral stones was' puur:‘é which has filled ap and ‘destroyed a part of
this useful land, Many = le and tanks were ﬁ‘lu] with sand and
stones, and’ the; fre-:h waber-in all of them’ was ‘spoilt. The inundation
was probably more destructive ‘than the’ Wm& and has shaken ‘the
confidence of the people 'in the sbabxhty ‘of the islands greatly.  The
storm ldsted for ahout an hour in al! its violence. - Then 3 <udden Tuli,
and the wind sdon sprung ap hrhki‘x from the weetward and the ﬂood\

subquied leaying the zblandq in tﬂe é‘mst pmfecb state of dcsol.ztmn.
JEoss e 51

S Ot the 348 houses stzmd*nh bc;ore the ‘storm, nat one c:capﬂd
“many were 5o cntirely washed away as scarcei_y
,to leave vestiges of their foundation; all were
nnrom"p& and -oiherwise damaged ; ali the mosques, 20 in n number, were
ugarvl and; nearly the whole of tnpm at. thn txme of Mr Robﬂnscn 3

visit were Iyn*g in a state of rain. ‘ : \ C

" # Dxeavated lat
which garden pe
is ruised. '

&

.o

ﬂmlees, &2;
Paragm"hs 133 I{)

'f' 9, TLe popmatxon of Isalpnnm yrior io th(, hnrrxcane is recLoncd
' - ab 1,642 soula, ‘of ‘these, 246 were ‘drowned or
“washed away deting the storm, far the larges
prepovtmn Leigg women and children ; 112 perished in the ensning five

menths from famine, or from the d;seﬁﬂ“s engenaerea bv nnwheicwmei
and insufficient food ; 876: ewcape(. to the const &:mnfr the. monsoon,.
thus leaving in’ the uhmi 9&8 04 v th gearly. four—ﬁtthsnnz woman
‘axd children. B

quraplx 12. :



10. The p:.mhmtko'l% in the jsland have been eatirelv destrayod* out of
apwards of 105,000 ﬁJLJvcwn socoanub trues,
o the number bLefore. lhe storm, 788 «)u!y A16 BOW
- standing ; the total number of trees, yo ng trecs und plants swhich have!
Cparvived scarcely exceeds 10,000, This if only the mam igland of
. Kalpanni ; the state of the adjeining xwk,‘n—-—iuxahum Pmtv ﬁ;ﬂd {
- knm—ia even more disastrous, The ather trwg—-—'urcad h‘mt, banana, i

. Pa.r:- graph - 14

311
ot
i

@ N v - H
“and betel-nub—are Lkewize aL lost. HMore thad a tmrd of ﬂlb trLLSj

. destroyed are Pandaram or the Boebee's propersy. ;
11, The huerricane reached - Audrot between 12 and 2 A _0.{' the

- as pos
' f islands: Ome steps have been pursued, the Beebce, with praiseworthy

Androt. 16th April, five or six hours Jater than at Kal-
Peragrapk 17, penni. The tide was then ;mppﬂv low, so that onl‘_,r;

" & small part of the island was inundated, chd the results of the visita~

- - : Popul tion, ‘though suffici-
! ve e 2 ’ - 3

rosrre of famine 10 exxﬁfy &enlorﬁl»}g, were,

Cee e w83 less) disastrous thm’

- Ty do thedp experienced inf

- Houses, Mosques.  the Hutte
hurricane .. 203 33 :

wal  state #
> ma‘*hu duringdo. . ... 8488 . 233 margrnal | avenen
i‘nce rs-pa.n-m ()"’n.lrblﬁ“y B0 ... - 48 13 <°I~' the Stdte of thai
Trvees blown down or destruyed by slorma ... 104,373
Bl standing . e . e 5,084 mmu]smon, nmmcs,
ronney bre B A
Do. yonag trocs oud planta. L. RL32 and plantations  ~ine

Androt. before the storm, and the losses sonsequent upon that évent. |

: The i injury suata in tho othervislands boloaging to the Beebee i3

Cingonsiderable. h _ : o -

12..Tho extent to which tke prwpn]a'rion of Kalpenni and Androt had|
sbeen reduced in consequence of the visitation has Teen already adverted|
"to, bub the number of the inhabitdnts still rémaining npon them wero
greatly in excess of that which the islands in their present ruined con-
dition were capable of supporting,  I#, therefore, became a matter of}
paramount necessity to find provision elsowhere for a8 many as could
be induced to quit their honses. - The measarcs adepted for the settic-)
ment of such parties and their families upon the other islands bclnng-!
Jing to tho Beebee and unpon those attached to Canara arve described by,

" Mr. Robinson in paragraphs 20 to 39 of his report of 22nd February and}
paragraphs 34 to 55 of his report of 7th February 1848, and deservo
" ynqualified .1}»prolnt1cn 1t will suffice to observe that tho chief
. features of the arrangement bave been the placing of the emigrants (rom]
‘Kalpenni and Androt as kudiansor fenants of the prineipsl inhabi tants)
“of the other islands. Trees havdTeen allobted by the latter to the former
sufficient to constitutea fair remuneration for their Iabor on the sm'w‘d}
“terure customary in the Laceadives; and when tho number so ass lgrvd{
hus fallen. below that requived for the maintenanco of the tenant and )

—J‘w

. his family, the deficioncy has been . supplied in the Company’s 1"Lnds=i |

imm the Sv car trees, »Im kudian bemg bound to render tho soxi’”w";

N

dne for - such rees. to his employer "in. place of to - tbe Govemment
The immediats loss to Government from the measure is Rupees 40 per
- annom, being#he rate ab which the Sircar trees have been hitherto let ;
_but this trifling sacrifice of revenue is moré than compensated by the
relief therehy aM¥eded to 80 wany of the destitute islanders, and by the
7 advantage Wluch “will hereafter accrue to the Government plantations
themselves, which have. hitherto ‘been much neglected. . Care at the
same. tr‘ shas been taken to render tho loss of the ‘trees as -little. fplt

g'&&)y those’ who have hitherto rented therm. Tn. the Beebee's

hberaht i 9%ving given up all her Pandaram trees in Lowraty, Agaty,
‘and Suhé, 179,198 in all—free of rent for two years. Advamage has also

" been taken of the late opportunity to settle some parties upon Kadamut,

- hitherto one of the least advanced and most improvable of the Canara
Islands, and to make & smnlar setilement upon. the Beebees Island of
Suhely Par, the resonrccs of which up to the present'time have been
“yery imperfectly developed. ' The total nnmber: of- emigrants from
Androt and Kalpenci who liave becn provided for in the manner above
~ described is between 700 and 800, Mr. Robmson 5 amngement in thcse
1espeotq shoiild be at onge cysnﬁrmnd ‘ ;

13.- After the removal, in’the mode aJready shown, of thosa wlm Imve
b*éen Stherwiso disposed of, there still, however, remained in Androt
" about 900 and in Kalpenni 425 mhabltants—mnumbers far more than
thoee islands in their present desolate state can support without assists
" ance. - The condition of these partles, -and- the way in which the exi-
genme; of their po'ntxon are to be met, occupy pm'agraphs 87 to 96 of

# 7th February 1845, Mr. Robmson s report.* -« Both-of these islands,”

Pm"fﬂx'h 69. .~ he states, “are'jn’ ‘a great measure again waste

" land, and the. poopie will tertainly not be able, unaided, to prosecuts
- the restoration vxgoromly, and if this' be not- actively pushed, both

. of these fne.islands will fall into a state of prostration from whick

generations way peass ere they, recover. - At present the -whole popu-
" lation is fortheoming, and most willing to return as soon as the islands

_ shall be able to supnart- them ;3 while the Iandholdors are still hanging

~ about tho 1s§a.ndb nndetenomte& in their tasies, and wdung, especially
in Androt; in a- body 1o exert themselves.- Such is the nature of
 the cultivation of . these islands that years of laborious' exertion raust
elapse ere the staff of the subsistence andthe sole article’ of them

~ commercoe i3 again brought into existense.: “With the most efficient;

~assistance years gf privation must be endered.” - Under these circum-
.stances, the pzople of Androt have prexerre& an apphcatmn, that assist-.
auce to the amount of Rupees:5,000 per annam may be _granted *them:
for five yemﬂ, wilh an’ immediaté supply of quuts fitted for. secedhngs,j
tho full vilue of whick. would amovgt, if coast pats aré supplied, to:
 from Rapees 1,600 te Ray»’*cs 000 ; and thav propose. o tefuﬁ& iixs,se:
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_advances f.fte; o lapse of ten years by payihr* mzn-t}urd o . all products

of the islapd till the whole be discharged. The inhabitanss of Kalpenni

“bave expressed the same desive for aid, bub not in snch definite terms.
"The Head Assists

ant Collector has given it ng his -Dr'm:on that the
aumber of nuts applied for-—a lakh—is moderate, awi "thnks that the
nnt supplied should be the coast nuts, as larger and fine: than the

indigenous nut. He also recommends that advances, not exee ceding on

th average 4,000 rupces a yeur for five years, to bo repaid; 7 =o]xy or
in part, be made to the natives of Andr ot; and that mmua* fanees

for the same period, to the average yearly amuunt of R{.psx 000, be
granted to Kalpenni, with the same quan 1ty of seed nutv /in the -

sage of Andiot. , S
14. Tn forwarding Mr. Robinson’s report, hiz superior, the C u]lector
of Malubar, has regarked upon thispartof it 1 # 1 was gir ongly inclined,
on consideration of the whole watter, to rupport Mr. Robinson’ 8 pro-
position for Government advances to ih(l dxstresz«ed islanders.  But the

319

" Besbee of Cannanore, after much correspondence and personal commu,y

‘ nieation, has remonstrated so e:trongiv against onr furbher interferenco
‘at present, and has so solemuly promi

+d to take snch effectual measvres
as will relioye the prescat dissress, thas ;'timwm with eonsiderahle
esitation as to her dll]lh" we hdve thought it-necessary to yield to

her YVL‘\]J@‘J, and allow her to do what sho éun. It is the 1mzncdmha

exigency which has more e especially to Lo cared for.”
Narg,—i.e.,  of the

- Beubee's rights and

. repo"t of 19th &

preanpemants,  fseal The qmeml nuestion will bo submitted for con-
and  Judioisl, in her 1
islands, and of the sideration at
wensuresio betakenfor  {hat iz deter
their futore  govers-

nined the’ e 20ply - secured against

ment, discussed in }.1,.,‘ stfzwa,twn must wait. : S C

Robinson’s su

. The (JOLJGL or of Canara, to whom M. Rebinson’s letter of 7th
. February 1848 was submitted for his observationg,

L Withoy ea«far& to the advances ‘-chvnuendm

by .'&Tt' Tlubmsun 1o be made to the inhabitants of

From Ca.uara, 7(‘1
May, in CUonsultation,

vtk July 1548,

i Androt and Kalpenni, they do not appear to me to be large when com-

pared with the importance of the object in view, and their: eventual
recovery seems certain, - I should rabher be disposed to make them to
the fuli exient potitioned for by the itlanders than to lower the amount

as propouéd by br. Robinson in tho 53th paragraph of hisreport. The

“difference in the sums propo¥ed wonld be of little importance to Govern-

&

ment, whilst it might probably restrict the means of restoring the pros-
perity in o manner which would not be desired.”  He remarks, however,

_that the success of this part of Mr. Robinson’s scheme, as of those

measures which have been alrcady taken, must altogether depend upon
the srrangements to bo introducce: for the foture ndministretion: of the
Becbee's tslunds, and that the guestion of these arrangements . is so

s early o date as possible, and Hll
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Lntxmately! connected Wlnh other consxderatxons relative to the ‘Beebee’s ;
rights, her present tenure of tho islands, and the engagements subsist-"
ing between her and the Company, that the subjects do not admit of”
being separawt must be discussed together.  This opinion, in which -
the Board. guite Gdncur, mlbao.s them- to the review of Mr.-Robinson’s:
report of 19th May 1848, in which he has examined in much detail the
resourees, ‘social and fiscal condition of ‘the Beebee’s islands, the title
and tenure under Whi’ch they are held and the general features of theu'”
administration. © - Pk .
- 16. The immediate cause wh1ch ]ed to tho drawmg up of' thls rcpori: '
: is shortly given by Mr. Conolly in paragraph 3 of
lof;ﬁgi‘;’;g:rnislfé;c' his letter of 23rd June 1848: « An-‘address"wus'
) " presented to me in ~184G- by certain. of tho:
mhabltants of Ancutta, one of the Beebee's mlzmds comphmmg of.
various oppressions under which, as ‘they asserted,- they, Jin’ common
with their fellow islanders, labored: - The subgﬂet appeared to me to:
i® beyond my. _]umsdmtxon and I gave an endorsemen% to that effect :
The address was then forwarded - ‘by. the mlanders to the Governmens .
who, nnder date the 21st August 1847, transmxtted it to. the ‘Collettor of :
Canara and myself with instructions to mqmre mto its nlleqatmns.?
This order was received about the time when Mr. Rnblmon wag
prep“u'mg to visit the Laccadlvcs; in. ordeér:to ascertais. the amount
of injury which they had received from the storm of Apnl 1847, The-
opportunity was . too séasonable to be lost, and Mr. Robmzaon,’ n
muking the researches for which be was partxeul&rb dCS]gﬂed took:
advantage of his visit to acquire such information ss would enable s
to answer the Government call on the generai quesnon., i >
- 17. The coraI formations constituting ‘the Laccadive ¢ gronp (mcludmg‘

' Paragraph 11. - both the Company’s and the Beebee’s (islands)
Roport, 19:h May. " occupy a space stretching: from.10° to 12° North
Lamtude“-nd from 72° to 74° 30" East 'ﬁonmmde. The: gronp: is.
~abont, 4140 mﬂes from. north to
,fsonth,, and " between' ‘ihe, nms(;
: ‘ ] ‘ An gxtevigive reefw:th ':, cast{,rly and . T'e‘tter]v 1slan ds,
|3 Bemper f;;“'d “;’o%i?;?ue : upwa;‘ds of 10D miles bra‘.& It
. Chotlat, js characteristic oi the gr oup that

&

1. Bclvapany.
* ¢, Cheriapany. } OPC" reefs.

4 P
Ue, Riltan.o.. Iobabited - - * saands
6. Kadamaf. - (- attached to Canara. . the shoals generany he ab 8 cons
7. Ameny. SR . h
8. Apnty | with® Ve A‘sxdu-ab}e distance - f:;om _eac]
. Pingaram, ... . gother;'c.eldam }esswthan 20 to 30

‘Tingeram.
9, Kowraty. - ?
1. Androt,
- 11. Kalpenni

' miles apury, and thus the smalk
namber of reefs dnd islands, as
“ghown in - the margin, ‘cover &

An ~ extensive

Uecbga vot‘ Cuxumnorm .

Nlilnnr]u beﬂd;:\;ziuq to" the

\S',‘iff;{",zﬁ;&‘;" very - large space. - Several are
1 o > open recfs; and- of those forma-

. . 2
14. Baroy. } Openm e t:flns on” are
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sttnated \nhe actual island 1s but a very small p ortion cf
remsinder being lagoons or back-waters enclosp{ between the reefs
which form the caceinte of the islands. "These lagoons prodace in a
greater or less degree, “-«"cr'»rﬁing' to their extent a‘*("th depth or

shoalness of their wa :;{ s, fish, cowrias, holothima ox"sva lﬂb, vielding.

the Biche-de-Mer of commerse and ageens tona]]v ambergris,

18. The islands generally kie round the east side of the shoals, and
‘ vavy trom ore to three miles in length, but nene

Paragraph 3L, ; . - . .
: exceed ove mile in breadth. Their level iy low, in

no-part more than a few feet above high-water mark. - The soil is light,’

coral-sand Lmturdﬂy barren, but well adapted for the pl*od:zctwn of the
cocoarmt, which grows'well in every part of the islands. A fow feeb
beneath the sand is a substratom of doral stretching over the whole
island, of varyin

thicknoss, but ﬂpp'aren'l'}v on the average about one:
foot and-a-half; within this crast is contained loose wet sand and fre 5}19

T “ . i
water.  In moast of the islands & greater or less exsent of this subst@-
tum has been qum:-ried ont, and the fine damp subsoil laid open. Ini

F M . wr e R
these cxcavations, locally called tolem or gardem, ave produced coar 50

]
»
p
=
jon
1
e
o
=
=
——
[
t
w
o
e
&

> Arcka and Banana trees, yam and vegetables, to which !
in mosb :?slﬁnds; may be added the broud and ’m 2ome the bme trees.

3
4
i
A

axl

19. Universal local tradition attrilutes the seitlement of the prinei-;

Hisory. . pal islands of the Laccadives to a period abmm
Paragrsph 26. . {,‘,)0 years ago, though some’ partial. occupation]

had obtained prior to that date.  For the next six centuries or more the),
volity of the 1s remained the same. They were independent of
eacL other in their internal fanagement, which was patriarchal and;
conducted hy a Mundyal, Moodutal or chicf inhabitant, und the hr”dSt
of the principal families. The conversion of the islanders to \uhn“ne-&

dunism scems to have taken place about 600 years ago. In mauners,’ 7

v

grion, rulos of descent, &e., they now precisely resomble the Mopil-?
ahe of tho const. The indspendence of tho islands appears to Huveh
3 ed by the Portugness, who made a seitleroent on Ameny,’

03
Ui

been
“and perhaps extended their authority over the other islands, }‘ufgf
their power was not of long continuance. They were shartly afterw rards
‘exterminated by peisou, ’Yluh the assistance and through tho mtvmuos;
of the Bajzh of Cherikul. The whele group then became uepcndcnﬁ:
upon that p“mcc, probalay abont 1545—30, and were by him con-
sferred in jaghire, with the title of Rajah, upon the present family,
‘the head of ilie Mopillah caste in Cannancre, at a peishcush of 6, 000
‘fanams per annum. This tribute was paid till the middle of the Tast ;
.century, when Bamaly Raj al, the mosh powerful of the Cannanore family, 3
availed himself of the gradual distypmberment and distracted condlt;on
of the Cherikal house to accomplish his independouce.

s e v e i 8 '~ SR

ﬂxe whole, the
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“’0 thherto ‘he WLOI" of the Laccadwc: hfxd 1)een under tTne governs
: qnent of the Cannanore Rajahs, but ‘the eﬂtabhsh-«
‘ment of the coir monopoly, first introdaced aboub
1 65, and ex woed with great severity, led in 1784 to the defoction of
the northern isfWwds—Ameny, Kiltan, Radamat, and Chet lat~—which -
transferred - their allegiance to Tippoo. An. Lquivalent jaghire, in
"compensation for the loss of this part of their ‘possessions, was granted
by Tippoc to the Caranore family out of the territories of the Rajah_ Ofa .
“Cherikul under ‘a Sannad bearing dater 1787, and sincé that time
the different portions of the group have been pract,cally under very
. different administration. The northern jslands passed onthe fall of the -
Mysore dynasty, into the power of . the British, and have since
rem'uned annexed to the Province of Cansra, - The southern division
“of the group, ‘with the Becbee’s: other possessions upon the coast,
became at the disposal of the Company by the storm of Cannanore
towards the end of 1791, and were further ceded with Tippoo’s entire
aepindencies in Malabar by the peace of Seringapatam in 1792. They
have, howerver, still continued to be held by the Beebee at a peisheush
of Rupees 10,000 alleged by her to be one-half of her profits derived
“from them, a ttibute which, though at first adopted only prowsm']ally, ,
has" remained unaltered ‘to ‘the present time. In the year 1822 a
.remission in her peishcush to the extent of Star Paﬂndas 1,500, bub'

’Parawnmh 45. -

" yot in arrears, was also sanctioned in compencauon for theloss.of the

CanaraTslands, the equivalent granted by Tippoo inlieu of them having
been reguned by the Ra.(ah of Cherlkul from whom it had been talw.cn,

21. A aescmptmn of the several 1s}and whlch stlll remiain sunject to
‘the’ wathority ‘of the Beebee, of their population, preductions, and
_ resources is given'in detsil in paragraphs 46 to 126 of  Mr, lobinson's

report. It will not be necessary to follow him through his account of

" each islard, but the Board have compiled from this part of his treatise

“the annexed tabular statement, showing, as far as hus been ascertained,

- the state of the varions ‘islands, as reu@r& their extent, -area, popula-
twn, num‘npr of }:'n.::?s, mosques -boats, quantxt .of coir, cocoannts,
cowries, &c., produced in each, and other part’c‘ulars and to shis
- abstract they would refor for information upon the points above alluded
“to. . This abstract does not exhibit \iemmy t, the most northerly
and largest island of | the Maldives, which is also ander the Cannancre

. rule.: Mr. Robinson was a@nable to visig- ‘thiz island, and he could

obtain only scal?ety and imperfect mfo“muuon wgardmw its condition®

and resources. ~All that counld be learat s shown in paragraphs
1218—229 of the report It will be seen that ﬂw revenue system which

St

_obtains there differs in some- imaportant particulars from that prevail-
ing in 1}1V,L¢ccadu es. Tne v‘hoie ,} 11(1 and plantations in the isiand

.y
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. S
22.%Wo trace has 1} o (i 4cm'>~“u<l of the existence of avy taxabion
E‘.cver\“q;f o 'i por the islands, while still independent and
Yaragraph 56. . \:}zﬂde‘r {ne management of 1ucu" own headmen.

Para, «vraph 3.

‘aring the Clunn.mm'u aynusty ‘xport duty on
saquently x;\i: 1':‘1%‘ rice m*po ted for homd "‘(5!"-3111'3}}%'10' each
afb _1ate> rVILG from 6 fU il' I‘cr cent., wus fixed md formed tluc earliest

subsidy levied on -
wards gradually a

coir, :md sinh

io ‘rmq sc-umg Cu revenud we oaitcrn

‘dmzaﬂ exiger &

af cowries, mwm 3 qL ambergrid JUG sovers wnt over waste
lam. was a.i:.)l. t \'\e; tzlJ ut Keasb 100 ye rrez afoer the ix slands first becan.e
connccted with the Cannanore House. T hc- coir.

anﬂ'ra pl 49,

mmnopoiy was introduced between 937 (1761- 62)
and 040 (1764.65). That of coconnuts .dates from the very recert
period of 1825, '

23, Of the above sources of revenue, thay derived from coir fs?‘:r-::ii‘a

most important, “The monopoly in this art.elo was introduced, as

nlready stated, by the Bamaly Rgah ahout the year 1763, since which
date the iclanders have been compelled to dispose of ull their murp ]u
coir to the Caunancre Sivecar at certsin -rates, The greater partis
delivered into store at Cannanore by the islanders, bat some is sold to -
the Beebees officers in the islands.  From 1765 or 1770 to 1826 the ;
priée ‘g;vmi by the Sircar for the coir was m)nnnml) Rupae% 30 per
candy, which was paid in rice at the commutation rato of Rupees 2}
per muodal.. But from this ostensible price must be deducted 21 per
cenb, Vii, 10 per cent. import duty on all coir imported at Cannanare
and 10_ pér_cent. export duty on all vice exported in payment of 3t, with -
about 1 per cent. for sandry charges ; and the commutation price of|
rice has remuwined unchanged, notwithstunding the great depreciation |
in che m:,m'a.i valne of that commo diky.  Yrom' 1800 to 1826 the.
commutation ate stiil stood at Rupees 2} per mcodah, while the price. "i
tn Cunava did wot ox«:pf-d Rupen 1-16.0, or Rupees 1.12-0 ger muo«hh“;
"hus the actusl pavmum for eoir r"humrr that period was not above
Rupees 18.8-0 per candy. 8In' the year 1827 the valne of coir fc‘;l’::
suddenly from Rupees 60 to 20 per candy, and the monopoly rate was
consequently lowered to RupPE‘ 22, which, afier the deduclions above §
IlOth,Ed, dni no lem bo the grower a larger net price than Rupees 103"
“per cgndy.  This continned until 1832, when the
wmonopoly system underwent ap entire changes
cash rates and commutation prices were abolished, and 52 moodahs of 2
rico per candy of coir fixed as the price, which, after ueuuchon of*
21 per cent. for dus ty and charges, leaves the net puyment ab shout
4} moodahs, or at Rupess 13 per mondah, Rupees 6-6-0 per- «“ndv .;t

Paragraph !.46

coir—a price which, i} is stated, hardly pays thﬂ wmanatacturer.. Tho -

HIOROPOLY Brises AT‘ '.hc C {-anara Is lanus have undcr;goné little alberation.’

fnc.\nv;'ved to the-coss

.165

mcg their acqﬁism on by {-,hg (“,omnsmv, ard Yrerave Rupces 23-6-0 per
N . FETE Qf

*anm’ A

j\"é }mr as this monopoly must besy upon ge= swnuers, us

pscasure . ;’P Yo~ avmed by sbuses in i3 adrnfinistraticy, Jn the recelpz .
: Y 8 ety ta

of tRw coir tis‘ Weighu‘ LOE by the canc maxmi which i3

: P&rugmp’d

each ﬁaf*rhf
’40 iux, Lhia -
ars 'bgve -the pr Gpen smnd’c‘»ﬁi;
cent. import duby “and charges
Canpanors on accouph f book
will allude in the sequel. Tae rice supplie Xt
is frﬂquenﬂ" of indifferent, qu: ality ; and Gu’asmuall}’, v_:hen the market
Pru,e of rice.ds Urh, tha poople are paid-iu part in credit orders ab low
W and left to supply themselves, which they cannot do at the rates.
The coir purchued i)‘-tdb Recbesin the islands or levied as fines; &e., ja-
» rate below that of the ordinary freight, and

" the boat-owneris held reqvansﬂ)’le for the fnil weight. delivered to him,.

n()E'l‘iI‘T CL‘

7

B - Fad .
in paymend of the ¢

: 'x%'hat sver loss bv clvyf-gc, &c., may have occurred-upon the pa assage.

= 25 The cfi'ects of sach a qyf«tem botk upon. the quahtlty and qvaliv'-
.of tha article 4§'ec&ed by it, are such as might be
h:z:')Ccth The people can meake, and do use, beau- -
hfn! coir for their own purpeses, but they cannot afford to make such
at the Beeheo's prices. ' Henee the qualrty of the whole coir exported
from the islands .is such as would pron bly be rejected in the Govern-
Tnent, guﬁowns at third-class cou‘ 'T‘hp' difference between the

szragrap‘u ).:)0., .

) Compmv coir and that furnished $o the Beebeo was es timated by her

. agent at from 25 to 80 per cent.; much of t}r“'
raw material is lost or wasted, ecither from th
’ﬂux'fﬂ not bem5 wade up into yarn, or from its l“{,lng sacrificed to the

“manafaeturs of x?gzerv; in which the trade is free. It ig comwputed by .

"&rqwmph 151 :

LM Rn‘unm.'x thal had the inhabitants of the Cannanore [elands tho

.. sams mduremeu* to turn their raw material to the best account as-
" those of Lhe Company’s Islands, they might supply not less than one-.
* third more- coir . than they now do. At present the rate of coir
* ‘magufuctured is in. the (_xompﬂn s Islande maunds, in those of the
Becbce only 51 mzurdﬂ per ! tree. - ® ' S
. "6 Lhc shoals sur*r-unmh" the islands - vwﬁﬂ large quantities of :
“Oter m,.*wwhkg‘ > “cowries and tortoise shell, but s:heae products are
Cowries. - - monopolised by the Rajah.” They are strictls v

‘ P(’?%f,?f%; permzs"::f‘rz must be ohiained to fish them, and when fished.
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the whole must be deliv j* uader hcaw penaltics to the Pandaram.
T , . .

Paregraphls. - Léi beebee s pre smm pro*"ts upon the cowry
Tartoiss gh(“m tre ‘,‘, are calcalated et 250 per cont., and give a

‘ AN neh \y

 Parageogh 173, T evenue of from. 300 to 500 Rl“{l(“’b, The
may average fron R upes‘: %0 to Rupees 350, The }mloth,mau;{s sen

vhxg yielding ﬂv' Bicke-d Yﬁmr of commerppadseeioe.s aﬁf\pd but

T2 e Y

A

‘Holollima. ‘hupﬁé} ts are exc'oedn(blyt zﬁlfil : Thé import of
© Parsgraphk 133. o sl jato the islands’ seems 50 ho ]e },1 ly though
. Bait. ot gatirely free.  That of tobnece % in the hands
« Taragraph 185, - ofthe Rajab. The :nmm‘ suppiy to the fourislands

Tabacco. - 1z supposed to be from 25 to 30 bundles, und the

Paragraph 182 revionne theace realired to average Rupess 1,575.
The receipt of the tobacce, occasivnally of inferior quulity, is made
compulsory upon the people. "When it arrives,

the chiel people.of each chery (division) are
‘aszembled, to whom tho share to be disiributed in their respe echivt:
‘theries s allotted, and by them, with the Karyakers, the further
distribution to the chery is made ; no option of receiving it is admitted.

 Parsgraph 150,

27. These restrictions and monopolies are loudly complained of by
tho inhabitants, and their enforcemeunt is daily becoming more diffienlt.
The discontent is aggravated by the fach that in the Company’ 8-
Islands the trade in cowries, tortoisd shell, and holothima has long
been free, and that in salb an& tobacco }ms recently been thrown open.

- 28. The moncpolies dev‘rweﬁ in the preceding p'xmgxaphq 23
to 27 are of old standing, that of cucoanuts is
*of recent origin, having bueu introduced in 1826¢
cofempomncuuslv with, and as infended to cornpensate the Canpanore
Sircar for the great decline in the val ue of coirin
that year, already* remarked on. The net price
@1(1 for the nuts delivered at Cannanoro is Rupvoq 4-8-0 per 1,000 ; the
market value ranges from Rupees 7 to ¢, and oceasionslly wore. . When
the trade was first made exclusive, the mp;)]v to the Sircar wag U’rtamly
not loss than 10 to 16 lakhs of zmbs, vielding Bupeos 2,000 io 2,500

7Pamg‘r&ph 1550

Paragraph 23.

= M

rofit. 'The pressare of the monopoly hus since opened other ¢ .'mnnls .
T 4 y

for the disposal of the produce. Large quintities of nuts are smugg gled,

some are converted into oil; and the manufacture of jaggery, the trade -
in whiclais still free, has rapidly increased: -In -

. Para;;frap}z 158,

e " 1846 the supply to the Beebee full short of

60,600 nuts, yleldmg a profit of from Rupees 500 to 500, half of .

which came from the now devastated igland of

Note tn para. 180.
P Androt. It would seem indeed ‘that the resistance

offered to thiz monopoly has latierly. risen to” such b pitch that ib will e

kd
|
y Taven \ drawn from the menopolr 3f tortoizse s} P
i T

1

=

’ Paragrap‘x 193 -

lb‘

scarcely be possxhle 2 t0 perswem in i It ;(}Dizs not exisy iu» thef.
Companv 8 Islands; v - 5 . 0 .

29. A furthe‘ sourca of rivenue is derweu by the Beeheo from
+ ! nazerands or corapulsors - pmomd These are .
‘ - levied under various pretexts—on {. ho appmntmeut S
of a Kuyee for conicrrmg local titles and privileges, for granting
audiences, for permission to wear ornuments, and -
a3 fees on tho’ ‘1noney emmed by the islanders for -~
P otion under thislast hoad i is felt as a groat grievonce,
Jovent th e;“ entering adicld when competition -
the rumovul of an 1s.landg,r tO tho

?nragraph uG.

Paravmph 180

puotage.’: The
’tendmg, as it do
is free.” - It would appear
oast does not secure him b
has lely mbmd mm in the xeland any reiatxve from
whom’ ﬂxa amount can be extracted.

Note fq para. 181.

7 30, The sovereignty over waste land was not asscried by the }m‘]ah
f Wml&m _ until at least 100 years after the islands became
“st conne f*ted with the Lannanom House, and all. =
Iands occupled by the inhabitants prior to that’date are their Jenm or
' fee—sxmple property.. Proprietary right is very
clearly defined and well understcod by the people.
The Jenm nghts of the Rajsh are confined to those lands which were
aste ab the time of the resumption or assertion of sovereignty
above mentioned, and to tho uninhalbited islets
“or reefs of Suhely, Bingaram, &e., together with
the lands oF. trees scattered throughout the islands which bave becomo
escheats, or have been confiscated for offences against the State. In
Ealpenni, para. 72. - - Some islands the Pandaram property is marked .
‘Kowraty, para. 8%, - off by a wall separatmg it from private planta-

' R.ragmyb 129,

ngra.ph 40.

tions. It is for the mosf part on the extremities of the islands or along
tha Ehore, in places which, from their soil or situation, were left nnoccu-

pied. when the central and fertile portions of the islunds were taken up

by the inhabitants. The trees are held by the islanders on payment ‘of
' ¥ent to the Sircar, which occasionally amounts to half the gross produce. |

¢Tue Panda.mm Iands are stated to be a constant source of dispute
‘Kowrsty, para. 83, “and ill will between the people aud the authorities, .
- Paragrephs 88— 1w-_.zf and the restrictions against fishing, collecting
cowries, &c., upon the uginhahited leet:q Suhely,

Bmgamm, &c., clamxed as Sircar property agg E].u 58 a greab gnevance 5
“the system seems to reqmre revision. . . y

&

31 It is no ta be suppos‘ﬁ that the xtcms of revenue particularised. -

: BGOk debg; Pm 19-. . inthe preceding paragraphs are realised punctually

-and without arrears, and from the balances which

have thenco accrued and the advanges made b y the Rajah to the people -
‘arxses the svstem of book debts described by the Assistant Cellector in
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paragraph 183 of his report. AN advauces msdd on accounnt of coir,.
“arrears due for salt and tobacco, on acceunt of jadigy

1{ines and penal-
ties, of rent of poblic gardens, import duties, jazcranas, &e., arve.
entered 1n these books.

ente . Nothing iy written off as irrecoverable.  Two
sets of accounts are kept, ono upon the islands 'bx’{i@;itihg]recen’a and
current balances, another at Cannanors consisting of arrears of & longer
starding. Some of these latter delibs arve snid 1o
date. On aceount of the balance,di. on this lagt
of &l coir imported at Cannsnorgic deducted in

haof 20 or 30 vears

——

Sufter, 10 per cont.
\ {‘ ing payments;
thus raising tie actual /@&1239)1# from the nomi-.
. nal monopolfiprice offcon™ic 31 per eent. The

accomuis kept at’ Cannanore are iﬁ@_gpsséﬁ}c to the people; and the
shuses incident to such a state of thingS;twhers tho parties stund td
each other in-the relative position of the Rajsh and these islhfiders, is todl?
obvious to require comment. . B S X

“23. On the cession of ‘the Malabar District and its depénde ries Jeec
Value of the jlonae he British in 1792, the Cannancre’ poésessiﬁhsgj
??j! revenue  derived  were valued in Tippoas scheduies at Rupees
rom therd in past years. . R an R o oAt

: " - 93,750, of which Rupees 80,359-6-0 appeared to®
the Joint Commissionérs to have been an annual mulct assessed by
Tippoo upon the family for the Tuceadive and Msaldive possessions and
for the trade. That this did not excecd their value appoars from tho®,
local information obtained by Lieutenant Bentley, who, in 1795, was |
deputed to visit and repors upon the islands, and from the ealeulations
of Mr. Murdoch Brown made about the same time. The former esti-
mated the revenue at Rupees 1,17,669, -and Mr, Brown reckoned. the
profits of the coir and cowry trade alone at Rupees 70,000. From :
what be now knows of the islands ‘Mr. Robinson conceives that,
Menkayat exclusive, the revende was not less than 80,000 to 90,000
rapecs ab the date of the cession. The statement made by the Besbes
1 1793, that the profits did not exceed Rupees-20,000, a moiety of which
vag tendered as peisheush; was beyond ali question a £ross misrepresen-
ation. Between 1800 and 1826 the revenue and profits increased, and .
nust have considerably exceeded ulakh of vu pees, the outturn of the coir
nonopoly only, in the Company’s Islands which do not equal one-fourth
fthe Uannanore possessions in the Laccadives, having 3nring that peried
weraged upwards of Rupees 20,000 annually, The great full in the value
f coir in 1626 caused a Wery large diminution fu the amount yielded by
ho islands. The average Wevenue from 1830 to 1847 is computed by
{r. Robinson, who rtates that-he has been careful to understate rabher
han to exceed in the estimate, at about Rupees.20,000; The Kariestan
7ho accompanied him admitbed that the peisheush, Rupecs 10,000, paid
'y the Beebeé did not exceed a moiety of hernet profits. Tho revenue
bove given -is exclusive’ of that drawn from thio Islind of Menkayat
nd from foes, nazeraras, and otfier minor solirece.’ Tt is alss that

# Sea nbove, para. 23,

4
i
]
1
i

5 g : “
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denved prmr bfo'jt-fha ‘hﬁ}ric:;‘n'e o/ff‘ iMf,i__which' ‘has so’ gréa'tly ‘affected -
the valuo. of the group; two of the- principal islandse-Andx:ot and .
Kalpenni_—‘-h‘aﬁng‘ thereby utterly desolated and ;gu&ex:edyung\‘rmlable as..

sources of revenue for many years'to come. ;T sl Tl &
33. The general—Tgo?erximczzt of the islands has always been ‘admiu.lsf;
" General gOVGMniex;.' tered ‘from = C nanore,w either . by the Ra;ah:
* Paragraph197. . . himself, by‘a‘)?;ﬁah (or ‘Beebee’s husband), .or;
ﬁnder nominal conol, entirely by Kariestans or: Agents.~ Of late
years it has besrsonducted altoge ner by .the Kariestans.. The local
. . 7+ administratior. has been uniformly entrusted to
+ Paragraph198. © . °- - 1 pyakers, géneral local ‘agents. g VNeig:er ;thc;
jah mor his immediate aitendants or Head Agents upon e coast.
/ffgii:lgzrthe islands persorilly; a Knryakar is stationed on each island,
and is under immediate orders from Cannanore. ~An Accountant fmd
thres or four Nadpauls, village runners, complete the paid establish.
ment of each island. The Karyakar am? Accxgnntang, pay ﬁn:lz;
¥iiszbrana) on their appointment,. and as their ,salarxee.z are very small
they have to reimburse themselves fqr the cost of thfnr offices,_an t?"{h o’,
derive their chief support from fees an:i cesses, authorised sfnd unau u;:i
rised, levied mostly in kind -upon the mhgbxtgnts; }:iut‘fz:q’lmyg, xh wa d
hi n the poorer classes. -0 TR T s
see;;’ C‘E?;Zi{xosystemgdf - Jocal administration; freéd» frbm. all- practical
IR ... . o check and superintendence by the dwtancgw of‘t.he-
 Note to paragraph 200 . islands. from the coast, the ;cg:mm}l'm;cation 1’::;1
which is clos ring fivo o " of the year, is, as might be expected,
WhFCh " cl/os,{ed qtyrxngsft:&(;gl :: ‘!1:: ' i?mughg swith abuse fmd‘ oppression,
. Paragraph205. . - and altogether inadequate for the glne' (}jrotectlc:;
: ' : ing of disaffection to ‘the Cannano
of the peopleT Pattgg),uz};eh::z;i:g other  modes, manifested. itself
Poragraph 206, o ithholding | their customary. cesge;jh | _;’Ti;
ople “have contributed nome for fwo years. ' Those of
%[);:s:t: ir:g!?etl}i,eved to-have followed the example, and‘thg «%egolate“
state of Androt and Kalpenni render their further levy there xmpra}::;
ticable..” Some revision-of the system seems, therefore.\, no longexf to. >
- - avoided.’ Each ‘of the Laccadives 1}38 a smal ‘
- Parsgraph 207. - y40 of hereditary Mokustans (principal ,,peqp’iia)n
who -':Aa.r‘e the chief landed proprietors an&' ‘bogt—-ovc:nm, “*”“‘_1 wp;ossea:
considerable local influcnce... Under the Ig%;‘%xemoml \con@xtgtg;l o& |
the islands they should form a_qutcherr): r the 'tmngactzg:; of e
business, which_they generally do, bat bxfherto v«fx@ no good riswtm;
The institutiok, however, under more efficient supgrmtegden@:) oS
; e of being made the germ of a better system: . "> =7,
Ga psﬁji\;l';i geiltﬁggar on theug Cqmpany’é;lslands Teceives Rnpefis.‘h%
,mouth, and the whole establishment szgce; 500permensem

" . =
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- 36. The. administration of jastice, civil and criminal, within the
Administration  of 1slands &eems to be. exceedingly irregular, ill-

_ atice,
: Paragreph 208,

defined, i nncertain ; ruled nomin ally by custom,
‘ ‘but depencent in agreat degree upon the will of
the Rajak or his Kariesians ard discretion of the local servants and
principal people. There aprars to be no preseribedrale of procedure
or record of trial or procecaings. Quostions of importance are referred
"for orders to Cannanore, and there settled by éo Kariestans. All
minor affairs are arrunged on the islands. The atirginistration, which
at one lime was most severe and arbitrary, is now much milder, and errs
rather upon the side &f weakness and timidity. Petty police offences
and the lesser breaches of fiscal rules are adjudicated by the Karyakars
. and principal people, and punished by fine, imprisonment,. or the stocks.
The mode of treating twore serious delinquencies could not be clearly
ascertained. It was affirmed that no cases of a heinous nature had
ever occurred since the commencement of the Company’s rule in
Malabar. This statement, which is of course incredible, was put-for-,
Lﬁ"z}'\sﬁ,ﬁ‘ L ward from the anxiety of the Cannanore family
. Paragripu 210, . R . S
s , to prevent disclosures which might lead to an
interference with their authority.  Punishment capitally or by muti-
lation practised formerly seems to have fallen into disuse. Heavy fines
and forfeitures are still inflicted.  One mode of punishment peculiar ta,
the islands is that termed Cowrachy. It is a remnant of the barbarist
of early times, and consists in suddenly surrounding the house of the
Paragraph 210. delinquent ‘With‘a ,mob. of people_ and vif)lent]y
‘ carrying off all it contains, stripping the fomales :
of their ornaments, &ec., and confiscating the whole property for the |
Rajah’s benefit. This description of punishment is only occasionally ?
resorted to, and chiefly in cases of an aggravated character, though i |
Note to para. 210, Heems sometimes to be pub into practice upon
Civil juative. - slighter grounds, - Civil mattérs are adjudicated i’
- Paragraph 212. by the Karyakars and principal people, or by the !
Cazee, and scttled chiefly by oath or arbitration. The people complain !
much of the corruptness and incfficiency of the whole administration of
civil justice. The fees exacted for decision of such cases vary much at the |
disoretion of the Karyakars, and are determined by no fixed rule.  Oaths {’
Paragraph 215, +  ore commonly employed in the administration ?f
, ciil and criminal justice as well as in investx-i
gations of infractions of $:al prohibitions, are held in much reverence
wnd rarely violated. Ordeals are also resorted to, but chiefly upon
questions of religion and snperstition. 5

]

37. From what has been stated in the preceding paragraphs regarding |

the revenuo system, internal condition, and goverument of the So .thern i
Laccadives, it will be ovident that the wode in which they have
H

B VA8

hitherto been managed by the Beeles Jrel her agents tends. 0 yepress .
the resources of -the islands, and is f ight with oppression to their
inhabitants. .. The defection of the pofRiern islands .from‘theA '.n?le‘ of o
the Cannanore House. and. transfer 9 their allegiance to Txppoq
in consequencefbf the exactions practi®d upoff them has :?.]ready beex} |
' A +® remarked. As fagekfls 1JP5 Bnsign Bentl?y, p
| Peragraph 241 the survey of the '\ s remaining pf)rnf)n‘“:
of the group, found %.e people lond in their complaints of _ the mlse?;:
‘to which they had been subjected, and most eager to be t'ak.en ;}n g
“the direct government of the Company, Th.ese feelings of antips dy bl
"the present rule seem to have since acqmredrgyc.ea'teg fc;rcez;:fnl_asas
“aggravated by the contrast exhibited in the cond;t’;on ?f the is ;n :
which are under the authority; of the Company.. thq 1slg.nde;s :;va -
lately marifested them by their refusal to pay the usual cesses ﬂer;x:nazd
w205, for the support of the local eatabllsh;tien 5 . ,
ﬁ::g::ﬁh 175. by the resistance Voﬁ'ereglv to the cont;“xnuz}nc% of
_ Paragraph 207. ~ . the. cocoanut monopoly. - T};’e.'ot/her:monopo es
-are also borne with impatience. - The desolation wlgch has fallen o
two -0; the islands—FKalpenni and Ax-xdroﬁ—ﬁmust'qf -itself foi)m;}::;%ei: :
"able time place the Beebee’s authority. in 'abeyance'f;herea 1‘111 ho dis-
“affeetion to the Cannanore rule is unanimous, a;xé of the etgrmm:
. - " . of the islanders to_forcea change Mr. Robinson -
. Paragraph 852 - g very little doubb. oo S o L
- 38. The nature of this change, and the measu{rgs’wh;c;? hshqnido?: 4;
‘adopted for the remedy of abuses and permanent establ s» :;;nmr
;ﬁdfe';@uitnblé and liberal system,. remains to bg-\gonsx e wbe o.ff
. opinion that these objects may best be V sfer of the.
“;511);2](;)5 to the direct management of the Com;_)any,.a?d Otll‘xra;z xféﬁnsl:;z :
done, all the réqnired relief may bc{ sﬁ'orded Wxtboub mvh‘thgw g'mwn
to G;vernnient, or materially dimlmshx,x:g the revenue 1“ o dravn.
frory the islands. I have little t.ioqbt, ? says the fo;nzir, Cum « et
-a better system and ander the- direct government of h }c: : mt{;a el
that the people now seck might be granted them with | umd fm;,i g
puiion in the ruvenne, when the islands. sl‘mll have_xjoc;lv’z (}ompanv‘g
offects  of fiscal and financial enc{r'v{!.ndr,lg!}qmncz- . e ol
Islands, which in extent and capabilities ceriainly ¢ ?.l'gion e
fourth of the Cannanore possessions, are now .yic a‘;ﬁsﬁed Y
revenue of Rupees 8,000 with ease. O subjects aro .%Tiw o
‘envied by their neighbours nnder native management.” £amimm;s ’
of the arr&xé\ement seem to Mr. Conolly' to present no grea et of
_«'The Becbee as sovercign pays us Rupees 110,000 a year a; vl
her net profits from the islands. Al we sho?ﬁd »?aye ;o &%,ména Fas
" the money part is .concerned, would be to relinquish this o

AR v this Ruopees’
Moee hor Riness 10000 more, W taking, in exchange for this Rapees.




20,000, such revenus as the f;i"‘:n’d]s under
This would not affect, the Beél( pe’s claim to her private lands through-
out the islands, which she we ilfl .retain upon the same footing as her
estate upon the coast, via., sh%w‘;ould make her own arrangements for
leasing her private gfunds, .ol merely pay share of her rent to
Government as a thx”'y, .. ¢

e . .

39. How desir-abll’g;”:il';g‘i' such a measure might be as regards the
islanders, there scems little probability of its béing acquiesced in by
the Beebee. Only'a few years after the cession of the Malabar pro-
vince to the Company, a similar arrangement having been fecom-

Norm—And . subse- emended by the Government of Bombay and
' g;g’:ﬁ?’u dlifymf}fjh&)ﬁi ordered by the Supreme Government, was in 1795
. of Directors. proposed to the Beebee by Colonel Dow, who

found her altogether averse to it. She explicitly declared that she

From Colonel Dow to  Would never give her willing assent to the

Honorable J. Duncan, demand, not mercly for the sake of the revenues
Ist December 1705, - < . .
: but her chief motive proceeded from the disgrace,
=zhich would appear in the eyes of the country to be inflicted on her.”’
That' thise feolings still subsist is evident from several parts of Mr.
Robinson’s report. Mr. Conolly, indeed, states that he had binted to her
“to take into consideration the desirableness of offering to give up
these islands in exchange for some fair equivalent. But this idea her .
pride will not allow her to entertain for a moment.”

40. If the Beebee could not be prevailed upon to make a voluntary
cession of her islands to the Company, the only grounds upon which
the transfer could be required of her, irrespective of her wishes, seem

‘to be, first, the circumstance of the sovereignty of the Southern Lacca-
dives never having been guaranteed to her by any express treaty;
and, secondly, the engagemont executed by her upon the 11th April
1793, binding herself to submit to the sequestration of the iglands, if it
should be so ordered by the Governor-General in CO‘I;EICH. ‘ ,

41. The circumstances under which the engagement referred to was
given were: the following —Immediately after the conclusion of the
treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, attempts were made to ascertain tho
actual extent of the profits derivéd by the Becbee from her islands for

~the purpose of determining the tribute to be paid by her to the
“Company on account of those possessions, and it was in contemplation
to send an officer to survey the islands and report upon their condition .
and rescurces. In April™1793 an arrangement was made with tho
Bpebee, whereby she consented to pay, in arrear for each of the two
years 976 and 977, Rupees 10,000, Leing, as she alleged, onc-half of
the revenue realised by her from tte Laccadives, aud at the same
time entered into the following agreoment :— .

“ 1, Beebeo Balea, the Princess of .Cannanore and of the Laccadive -

Tslands, &c., do acknowledge ard gife in writing that T will pay to the

a fair system could produce.

G;)éefximénh of the Honorable Englisli Eest India Company ,thl? nifoiegy e
: iver i’ th ‘o country’ according to the funds.
hatever is the produce of my country: 8cco . o
t}ie:az? eand out of the Rupees 20,000 annual ;prf)ﬁ? Whlt(;]ll i ,{feiﬁ -
ny “wi ives; ' am also to pay the ha
trade with the Laccadives; . am also to- 1
gzir:gent besides which I do stipulite to yay in hke’mann:;r the -
half of {avha,tever f&ther income or- profit- from 'ﬁhe :saldA l.au s or "
trade, shall be hereaf%ir ascertained. to accrue to'me by ’thg lgqumes
> officers of Goverament. - - - o
of f{hzzd':srit has béen signified to me that after t‘he” rains a gentle- :
e an is to proceed to the Laccadives to sequester them for the Va_advan-' A
‘de of the Honorable Company’s Government, an tf? z;pgrot}')lrlau; to”
‘ ; duce thereo o therefore
f the said Government all the pro 1 , :
the I%S:“(:'.o submib also to this, if it shall be ordered by" the Governor-
?;%iiﬁl in Council; neither shall I in" any shape object thereto, or -
- (131 ise 1f it be so ordered, I shall be- ready to account for the trme. .
?t o d‘produce; and to pay the sameto Government ; wherefore ’
,}Dcl(:il;z ajrlritfen the;e few lines as a moochﬂku; fqrr,?,he"‘revex}ue of
Government.” -~ ’

. 42 Tu an agreement s’ubsequentlyi executed by _t,h(?b]:igg;:% 2861;};
Octcber 1796, in which she engaged to pay an anngal t:r}x1 bute o'J izpwag; .
-15,000 for her possasions in the Laf.:cadwes/and upon t e"co‘::s . P as
seil’mlated “ this articlo of agreement is not to do away, nor is it meant to
i ‘ he rights which the Government bave to the_'
o o D i sot forth hilka, dated 9th April .
- Laccadive Islands, as it i8 sg; 'fozﬂ’l’ in my gqog ilka, ated 9th April
207 Hejreh. o
172:;, %222}};1\?1;;};82:; pla.ceJ‘ to be rer‘narkfed: that the contmhgencé -,
~iﬁtimdted in the ‘agreement, and in which the B‘e:ehee bgun‘fi beg:;
* to acquiesce, .viz., the deputation of a g«::nthman to p]roceg 0 b}e;,}
Laccadives  to sequester them for the a\t‘ivantage of the f:ﬁom ig .
-Company’s Government, and to appx)-oPrmte t'o the use,}c; _ et si? .
- Governm.nt zll the produce theyeof,' and which was to :lwe !a, Tin :
place “ after the rains, ” has not occurred to the present ay. i' 5
" mission of Licutenant Bentley. in 1795 was not-for the p‘urp.gtsez 21 |
soquestering, nor did he sequester the 1:‘ilnnds, but merely. institated:
inquiries as to their condition and resources. No /o.t‘her officer api?iz;rs(
" to have been deputed to the islands from that'f}me to 't,hat of Mr..
" Robinson’s Ia.te_v:isit.' The. agreement of 9th. April 17‘:')3~1t;self is not
forthcoming, and the Beebeeo, on being reminded Aof it some yg:;rs
afterits execution or in 1797, alleged “ that she ha@"never nnde?stoo ¥
“ 7 .7 it that herislinds were to be sequestered at the.
From Northorn Ew- pleasure of Government ; all that she understood
' ﬁzgﬁnﬁ&t %ept?mber from tho agreément was that if .the Government
1797. . . % did not eredit tke account given in by her of the
‘ produ;:é of the islands,a person mi‘ghtlbe sent to inspect,. vmdézhe;:gﬂeg
" be subject to- that inspection, if it was proved that the 151:\1}' ¥ ded
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more " profit than' she had stated”” This plea scems ab least V‘él‘ ;
plausible. The negotiations with the Beebee prior to the 'exec:ltion oyf:
the agreement bad all turned upon the amount of tribute to be required
of her for the Laccadives, in the cvent of their beine Ieft' in her
pcfssession. It is not probuble that she would have as:cnted o an#
stipulation. whereby she might -be deprived of “them alt0<réthe1‘_;
~measurc te which, as alrendy shown, she has always tes?iﬁod the
grea.test repugnance. Oun the other hand, the te';nporaw attachment of:
the islands having for its object to ascertain- their real value and the
revenue payable on account of them was an expedient in W’hich she
' fmghb not hgve beed” unwilling to acquiescé, and from which, cousider-
-ing the reasons which existed for doubting her ownAret‘unjls of their
resources, she could hardly withhold her consent. The terms in which
the agreement is drawn up are at least ambiguous. The negotiations
sxlbs?quez}tly ‘carried on with the Beebee, as shown in detail in Mr.
Robms.on's appendix, for the purpose of iuducing her ‘to resign the
sove.re.lgnty of tj,ho islands, to throw open the trade, or to reform the
admm;fztggﬂon of justize moicove~, seem scarcely compatiblé with ‘the
su}?posmon"ﬁf any previous surrender, and seem to show that no great
weight was attached to the agreement even at that time ; and the Bcoard
would be reluctant that it should be brought forward as the grounds
of demanding the cession of the islands so many years afterwards.
Neither does it appear to them that the mere absence of any definifa

' treaty or engagement guarantecing the sovereignty of the Laccadives to
the Cannanore House (for that ckcented on the 28th October 1796
SCens never to have been ratified) should now be advanced as a plea for
their resumption, after the tacit sanction afforded by the continuanco
of those possessions to the present family on the existing conditions for.
so long a period. . o ’

. 44. From what has been stated by Mr. Robinson, the Board are not
disposed to think that, financially considered, the acquisition of the
Southern Laccadives would ultimately be disadvantageéus to the
Company. The calamities which have fallen upon two of the chief
islands—Androt and Kalpenni—must doubtless render théni-unproduc-
tive for many years fo come, but the same ciredmstance will also
necessitate a temporary reductioni n the peisheush paid by the Beebee,
if the islands are to be retained by her. As, however, the Beecbee,
in the event of her ceding the islands, would of course expect to receive
atonce an annual equivalent equal to her present peishcush or alleged
average profits, the arrangement must at first be attended with loss |
to Government —a loss which may not be made up for a considerable ~
time, ‘ '

45. The Board, as alroady stated, would be unwilling to advise the
resumption of the Laccadives against the wishes of the Becbee, and ab
least would not recommend it if ‘ény other expedient for improving the

Jately -occurred s
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condition of those islands could be adopted. - The events which hate -
eem; however, to. afford the means of. introducing
many reforms into these islands and ameliorating the state of their
inhabitants without resorting to the extreme measure of a. transfer of
aathority. - The Beebee has recently (12th January 1849) presented
From - Government, memorial praying for a remission, for the next -
19th February 1842 Rfteen years, of one-half the peishcush, Rupees .
15,000, now payable byaher on her possessions: in.the islands and on
the coast upon the grounds of the losses which she has sistained, and
the cxpenses to which she has becn,subjected in". consequence of the
ravages made by the hurricane in the islands of Kal@%ni and Androt.
Her direct loss in ths revenue drawn from her privite sproperty and -
from the inhabitants she estimates at Rupees 13,000 per annum, the.
value of the trees given up by her on Agaty, Suhely; &d,, for the support
.of the settlers from the two ruined islands is rated af Rupees 3,000
yearl;y,* and the valuc of the supplies in grain, cloth, &c., furnished to
the sufferers by the storm is calculated at Rupees 7,000—an outlay"
which, it is averred, will have to be made for not less than ten years to )
come. That there is very great exaggematioh T8 Iox alleged losses and
‘expendituro from the two last of these causes cani, ot ho doubted, but
Mr. Robinson is of opinion that the representation réspecting the first,
cor the failure of revenue hitherto derived from-Androt and Kalpenni, is _
on the- whole vorrect ; and, he adds, some reinission of the Beebee’s
_Jjumma for ten years at least is urgently required. The precise amount :
of remission he has not stated ; but considering the loss, Rupees 13,000 -
per annum, which she has and will for scveral years have to sustain’in
consequence of the ruined state of Kalpenni and Androt, the relief to be

afforded her should be on a liberal scale. - ... | i o A B
. 46. Under these circumstances, the Board of Revenue would beg to
recommend that a remission, the precise amount of which must be
determined hereafter after further communication with the Collector of
, Malabar, be aliowed to the Beebee in her peishcush for the nexb ten
years ; but that this indulgence be granted only upon- condition of her
consenting to the introduction of such reforms in the fiseal and genera’:
management of the group as are evidently required, and will tend to
assimilate the condition of the inhabitants to that of the Company’s
istanders. 'The details of such arrangement will be for future adjust<
ment, and for that purpose it may be desirablg that Mr. Robinson
should again visit the islands. The measure must, however, includo a
thorough reform of the coir monopoly, the adoption of fair rates of
payment to the producers, and abolition of the many unjust and vexatious
practices now attendant on the system. Tho monopoly of cocoanuts, -
of -salt, and tobacco should be 4t once abandoned, and those of
cowries, tortoise shell,- holothima and ‘ambergris, if sllowed - to
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ol utmue be placed upon an improved footmg The disputes regarding !

_ Wasto land should bhe finally settled, the accounts of Look debts kept
both upon the islands and at Cannanore, be cxaminad, such items ag

are unreasonable or irrecoverable struck out, and arcangement made

for the gradual liguidation of such as may properly be payable. To
this sbould be added a complete reform of the system of dispensing
civil and eriminal justico throughout the islands¥ and the maintenance

of a sufficiont Revenue, Police, and Judicial Egsablishments adequately

remuncrated. The payment of nazeranas should likewise be discon-

tinned. The Becbee should fyrther, as suggested by Mr. Robinson,

_ 2~ cngage to leave to the emigrants from Androt

w1850, pheo 2" and Kalpenui the enjoyment freo of any tuxy for

January 1849, para. ~anad haitpe ni the _]oymen (4} y taxy 10T

19?};‘;‘::‘;;34‘ 1}5\1‘:1 ”‘f‘f\« the next five years, of the Pandaram lands and
v 7. trees on which they have been settled.

47. It hng v mentioned in n previous part of these proceedings
that the inhabitants of Androt and Ixalpenm
applied to Mr. Robinzon for relief, both in cocoa-
nuts and mun@v a:3d that their application was allowed to lie overeor
futnre congideratis <% in o, arfence of the Beebee’s objections to any
mterieren('e v*r"r\l}laer sub]ectq and her solemn assurances that she
would herself afford them all requisitc assistarce. How far she has
redecmed this pledge does uot appear. The Board are, therefore, of
opinion that inquiry should be mnde upon this point, and that in the
event of the islanders still requiring aid beyond the will or power of
the Beebee to furnish, it should be supplied by Government, and
arrangements made for the gradusl recovery hereafter of such parts
of the charge as it may be deemod proper to be borne by the islanders.

48. In conclusion, the Board beg to submit for special sanction the
_statements furnished by the

warded by Collector of Canara COHE‘CtO"S of Malabar and
o T tlilumgg_]?;? T Ot gy W54 019 Canara“ of the expenses »
b {)1845; B i T 4212 9  incurred under tho authority
Collector of Malabar, 13th Jlm}; of Government, 24th August -
1843 e e e e LISL 1 201847, for the relief of tho
Tolal... 5772 14 9 Iinhabitants of the Company’s !

: and of the Beebee’s Islands.
The total amount expended is Rupeos 5,772-14-9, of which Rupees
1,369-4-2, value of supplies furnished to the Canara islanders, has
been or will be recovered. Of the remainder, Rupees 4,403-10-7, tko :
sum of Rupees 2,346-8-0 has been disbursed on account of the Beebee’s -
" % From Canara, o7ty 1312nds, and Mr. Blane states® it will remain to . ‘
May, ia Conun]t.y.tmn, be .decided by the Government whether anyand -
10ch duly 1345, p. 9 what portion of this sum shall be borne by the :

See pan;rmph 14,

Amaunt entered io statoment for- . Ra. 4. P,

Beebes. Considering, hc'w;wr, the losscs. which the Becbee has :

e g
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herself sustamed and her own need of rellef the Board would not adwse
that any part of this charge be thrown upon her, -
Ordczed that a copy of the foregoing extracb from the Board’ :
Proccedmgs be submxtted to Government. : : RN
- v + (A troe Extract.)

SRR (Sigred) T. PYCROFT
- T (‘ s Secretary '

 Mixure By TE Rionr HONORABLE THE Gnvmmon.
Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated the 2nd qf August 1849.
G 3 '
I have very attentwely read and considered theser . ‘ogeo mgs and,
in the cctirse of so doing, have ‘referred to the pape‘“’\u "ch formerly
‘camo-before me regardmg the Laccadive Islands, and %’11 “vich papers
:[ stated my viewsin a memorandnm, under date the 6th of Obt"}m“ :
1848. ' :
" wAfter the fullest con31derat1on I see. very httle fhat I can now
'add to that Minute. I am confirmed iv the mﬁé?%smn I formerly
-s+ated that there is not'a semblance of a pretcnce for de'mi'9 ding the
cession, or restoration, to us of the portion of, the group held by tho
Becbee of Cannanore; and as she appears to have the most insurmount- A
ablo objection to any such arrangement, and even protests agaiust

our further interference with her islands, the points before Govern-

ment appear to me to be whether we should accede to her . -application
for remission, and to What amounf and on what condztlons 11: should
be granted. s
I have had some htt;]e dlfﬁculty in makmg up my mmd Wlth respect
to the amount, owing to the somewhat conflicting opinions contained
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebee’s revenue in
.prosperous times, as well as her actual recent losses ; but the most:
favorable, accounts demonstrato the necessity for liberality, and

farther that that liberality must be continued for s series of year .
"until her: islands shall have gradnall} recovored the ravages of the

hurricane of April 1647, .

- I accordingly beg to. propose that apphcatmn be made to the .
" Government of India to sanction the remission of one-third of her .
‘pekishcush, or. Rupecs 3,335 ‘annually, for ten yi.vars, to commence

with the current fosly 1289 (1849-50), on condition that she will - .

give effect to such reforms in the management of her islands as the®
. Government shall (ﬁem adv:rab eona farther report from the Collector_ '
" of Malabar. - v .
" I am not prepared - to &8, y that the reforms should bs carmed to
tho full extent suggested by the erd of Revenue in the 46th paragraph
of their Proceedings under review, bt those suggestions may form the
basis of Mr, Conolly’s commurications with the Beebee, who should
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be assured that Governmeut have no object at heart beyond the .,Ezt;'act Jfrom the Minutes of Consullation, under date the 1941 Octabe:;{;:«’
prosperity and good of the islands, and the concomitaut increase : ‘ ‘ 1849, No. 1,006.
of her revenne. ' ’ )

The expenses submitted with the leiters from the (Jolleéécrs of’ Bead the followmcr papevs T

Canara and Malabar, of the Oth and 13th of June 1849, to the Sééretary,
to the Board of Revenue should be sanctigned, and I coneur with : C :
the Board of Revenue that there is no ti“e/y;l making any claim on. , (Her&;\nter 211& Auo'ust 18i9 No. 319, ’
the Becbes of Cannanore for the share of tHése disbar sements incurred . o

on account of her ‘-fub_]ech I cannot, however, by :mv means:

Extract from the Proceemngs of the Bwr& of Revenue

" Minute by the Blghb Honorable the President.

subscribe to the opinion offered by the Board, “that in the event of o (Here enter 10th September 1849.)

the islander mﬁ.'\“lll requiring aid beyound the will or power of the T ' , ‘s. .

Becbee to {4 it should be supplied by Government, and _arrange-. o : ~ * ‘ )

ments mal “\“ e the gradual recovery hereafter of such part of tl*e The Right Honorable the (‘overnor in Counsil has had nnder his

charge as l e / be deomed proper to be borne by the islanders.” conslderatlon the Procecﬂmgo of the Board of Revenna recorded above,
F'ven had tté& Beebece been willing to make over her islauds to us, I relative to the condltmn of the Laccadive Islands aiter the hurricane of
should have cousidered the amaﬂ(—‘xt amount of advances propmpd Avpril 1847, in’ connexion with the papers which have already passed on
te be made to the inhabitants i coin-to be out of all proportwn ul; subject, as well as the farther correspondence now forwarded by the

fo their numbers or importance, and whatever interest I may ke Board on the measures of relief to the suffercrs which have been or
personally in their welfare and relicf from their impoverished condition, remain to be taken.
it must nofbo overlooked that Government are liable to equally urgen’ 2. The group consists of 14 islands of the names entered in the
culls on their churity and benevolence, which in“this instance seem to. o margin of paragraph 17 of the Board’s Proceed-
me to havo been exerted (including the proposed remission to the ’ ngr aph 7. ings, of which the first seven belong to the British
~ Becbee) to the utmost admissible bounds. : (xovernment three being open and uninhabitable reefs, the remaining
I fancy.there must bo some mistake in the 35th paragraph of the four inhabited and attached to the district of Canara. The remainder
Revenne Board’s I’r(}wecdings, where the whole establishment of the of the group, comprising seven islands, belongs to the Beebee of
Company’s Islands is spoken of as costing Rupees 500 ,per mensem, Cannanore.
whilst the revenue is stated ir the quotation from Mr. Robmson/ 3. The hurricano broke upon Kalpenni and passed on to Androt,
report in the 88th pavagraph to be only Rupees 8,000 per. annum.: . both the Beebee’s -Islands, and ’reached the Company’s Island of
——This should be explained, and a stutement called for'showing the Kiltan, the last of the Liaccadives severcly affected by it. The accounts
total monthly expense, when Government will be ablo to judge of given of the effects of the hurricane are truly lamentable, especially in
the propriety of applying for sanction to the increased. charge for the -“the Beebee’s Islands, where the loss of life and property was great. In
 Karanies proposed to be stationed in each island. i Kiltan the consequences of the hurricane were less disastrous, the loss
The deduction in the weight of coir delivered under the term of in the above respects being inconsiderable.
Sand Kusser, reforred o in the 6th paragraph of the Board's Proceed-,_ " 4. The arrangements made by Mr. Robinson for the relief cf the
ings, should be at once abolished. suffering inhabifants of these islands, as described in his reports of the
In conclusion, the thanks of Government should be communicated 7th and 22nd February 1848, are worthy of the highest approval, and
to the different officers, and especially to Mr. Robinson, all of whose ‘the Governor in Council desires that the thank$ of Government may be
measures are worthy of the highest approval. ‘ specially communicated to him, as well as to the different officers who
. 10th September 1849, HENRY POTTINGER. heve aided him § g2 those measarcs. o o,
The measures taken by Mr. Robinson for dlstubutmo‘ among

‘tha parties who engaged to cultivate them the waste lands of the

1 concur » Company’s Islands, which have heretofore been regarded as Government
, o ) . 'property, are considered by the Board of Revenue to be very proper,
18th Beptember 1849, + (Signed) D.ELIOTT. ‘They also support that officer’s facommendation for the appointment of
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a Karani to ecach of the four islands, to be permanently. stationed,
who, besides keeping all the accounts, &c., is to assist the resident peon
in the performance of his general duties. The resalt of a further com-
munication on the subject with tho Collector, the
Board observe, is “a recommendation that #he

"Paragraph 5.
grap

total amnual charge for the Karanies ho augmepted t6 Rupees 128,
involying, after deduction of the sum paid to't-h?gresent Karani, a net
increase of Rupees 99 per annum,” and they. “%idvise that the higher
rates of salary, Rupees 126, snggested by the Collector be adopted, the
payment as heretofore being made not in mouney, but in rice.” It
is, however, not clasr whether the sum of Rupees 126 is intended to be
the total charge on ageount of all the four Karanies, or on account of
each. o o |

6. 'The Governor in Council apprehends that there must be some
raistake in the 85th paragraph of the Procecdings, where the cost of the

- whole establishment of the Company’s Islands is given at Rupees 500
per mensem, whilst the revenue is stated in the quotation from Mr.

Robinson’s report in the 38th paragraph to be only Rupees 8,000 péi=

annum. He desires to have some explanation on this subject and a
statement showing the total monthly expense to ensblo him to judge

of the propriety of applying for sancticn to the increased charge for the -
Karanics proposed to be stationed on each island. The Board will not «

fail to furnish likewise, as desired in paragraph 6 of Extract Minutes
of Consultation, 12th April 1847, an application in the prescribed form
for the increased charge on account of the Karanies.
7. The Governor in Council concurs in the views expressed in
paragraph 6 of the Board’s Proceedings, and directs that the deduction
in the weight of coir delivered under the term of Sand Kusser be at
once abolished. . .
8. In regard to the portio.u of the group of islands held by the
Beebes of Cannanore, which are referred to in the seventh and subse-
quent paragraphs of the Board’s P'roceedings, the Governor in Couneil
is of opinion that thero arc no valid grounds for-demanding their
cession or restoration to the Government ; and as this lady appears to
have insurmountable objections to any such arrangement, and even
protests against any farther interference with her islands on the part
of the public officers, tke only questions which remain to be considered
are whether her applidition for remission should be acceded to, and if
"s0, to what amount, and on what conditions it should be granted.

9. Some difliculty has been experienced in deciding on the amount
of the remission owing to the somewhat conflicting opinions contained .
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebee’s revenue in
prosperous times, as well as her actual recent losses, but the most
fuvorable accounts demonstrate the pecessity for liberality, not merely '
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‘or the present, but for a .geric's of years u'ntil her Mm;d;g jlxall have
rradually recovered the ravages of the hurricane of Ap;l ’ 7. o
*10. The Beebeo pays at present to Government on her p‘(.)ﬂslslsekzh ¥
. Paragraph 45, Board's  in the islands and upon the. f:oas; a 'pufa' cu o
Proceedings. . . Rupees 15,000, of which it" appears irom Lf .
In 1 from Collec- Fobiason’s memorandum on her apph('zatxon or
o "of Malnbar, duted résyission that Rupees 10,000 appertain to the
No -] Febroary 1848, islands. The Governor in Council res_olves accorq-
ifgly "to apply to the Governn‘nent‘,-of, Indin. fOf‘ :;uthontﬂ t(;. rex::;
one-third of this latter amount, or Rupees 3,‘%«533 anm?a g',‘ or aen
years, to commence with the ourrent fusl)j }209, o2, C-s'n(lt](?n | .14
the Beebee will give effect to such reforms it the managen;lerit. 0 1e§
islands as the Government shall deem advisable on a-furt er ‘repor

the Collector of Malabar. s y
froﬁ 'I.?he %‘rovernbr in Courcilds not prepared to say that the reforms

should be carried to the full extent suggested by the Board of Revel?uo
é.yhe 46th paragraph of their Proceedings m’lder roview, b.ub b (?SO
== s form the bases of Mr. Conolly’s communications with
suggestions may ‘rag - i ) ications the
the Beebee, and he desires that in making these communica
Becbee may be assured’ thab Governme.nt have no object at l?eart
beyond the prosperity and good of the islands and the concomitant
jncrease of her revenue. ; - ' : .
12. The Governbr in Counncil sanctions the expenses 1ncur.red b‘y the
Collectors of Canara and Malabar in affording relicf to .the inhabitants
of the Company .and of the Beebee’s Islands, amounting to Rupe.es
5772-14-9. Of this amount, Rupees 1,369-4-2, being value of supplies
furnighed to the Capara islanders, it is expeeted will be recovered ; (?f
the remainder, Rupees 4,403-10-7, the sum of Rupees 2,346-8-0 is
'represente& to have been disbursed on account of the Boebee’s Islands,
13. The Governor in Council concurs with the Board of Revenue
that there is no use in making any claim on the Beebee of Cannanore
for the share of the disbursements incurred on aceount of the people of
herisland. He cannot, however, by any means sabscribe to the opinion
offered by the Board, < that in the event of the islanders still requiring
aid beyoud .the-will or power of the Beebee to farnish, it should be
_supplied by Government, and arrangements miade for the gradual recovery
hereafter of such part of the charge as it may befdecmed proper to be
borne by the islanders.” FEven had the Beebee Been willing to make
,over her islands, the Governor in Council should have considered the
smallest amount of advances proposed to be made to the inhabitants ir
coin to be out of all proportion to their numbers or importance, and
whatever interest he may have for their welfare and relief from their
impoverished condition, it must not be overlooked that Government

“are liable to equally urgent calls ¢pn their benevolence, which in this
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nstance has been exerted (including the proposed remission to the
Becbee) to the utmost admissible bounds.
-Ordered that the following letter be despatched.

(Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,

Sgeretary to Government..

—————— o

i

ReveNur Derarmmym
‘ No. 1,007,
o e
F. J. HALLIDAY, Esq.,
Secrelary to the Government of India.

.

SIR, : .
With reference to the letters noted in the margin, T an directed by the

. Nla
From Government of India, 3rd Jdly 1847, No. b557. . nght Hon b.l ©
From  do. do. . 14thAvg., do. ,, 720. the Governog in,
Bxtraot Minntos of Congultation, 12th April do.* ,, 470, Council to Te
From Collector of Mulabar, 12th \ugust 1847, ” 18, enclo. 1. © K

To do. of Canara, 20th  do. do. » 887, quest that you
Extract Procs. Board of Rev., 12th do.  do. » 375, do. 1, *,-“ bmit. for
Kxtract Minutes of Consultation, 24th Aug. 1847, ,, 948, will submit, for
From Collector of Malabar, 20th Septemberdo. ,, 23, do. 8. the considera-
From do. of Canara, 22nd  do. do. ,, 10, do. 1. . @
Fxtract Minates of Cousultation, 16th Oct. do. ,, 1,746, tion and orders

¥rom Collector of Malabar, 9th Marck 1848, ,, 7, do. 1,

Extract Mixutes of Consaltation, 15k Aprildo, b 392, of the Govern-

From Collector of Malabar, 23rd June do. ,, 19, ment of India,
Exiract Minutes of Consultation, 10ch Nov. do.  ,, 1,225, with y
Memoraudzm by the Right Honorahle tho Prosident. copy of a corre-

From Colloctor of Malaber, 3vd February 1849, No. §, enclos. 2, spondence with
with order. ' 1
From Colisctor of Malabar, 20tk June 1849, XNo. 15, with order, the  Collectors

enclo. 1. ‘ of Malabar and
Extract Proceedings Board of Bevenue, 2nd Aug. 1819, No. 349, C .
enclos. 11, : Cunara and the

Minute by the Right JTonorable the Prosident, 10tk September 1849, Bogrd of Re-
Exiract Minutes of Consultation, 19th Oclober 1849, No. 1,005,
venue regard-

ing a hurricane which occurred in April 1847 on the Laccadive Tslands,
attended with most disastrous results, involving great loss of lifeand
property, especially in two of the islands belonging to the Becbee of
Cannanore. o -

2. The nature and extent of the relief afforded to the suffering inhabi-
tants both in the fBechee's islands and on those belonging to the
Company, and the ar’rangements made for promoting their welfare, are
entered into at considerablo length in the reports of the local officers and

*in the orders passed thereon, and need no notice in this place beyond
the expression of the hope of this Government that those measures will
receive the concurrence and approbation of the Government of India.

8. The Governor and Council requests the attention of the Govern-
ment of India to the views recordafl by this Government in respect of
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't}vu;a isiands forming the possession of the Beebeo of Cannr‘»}&m‘e. Tt has
A‘alréady been stated that two of these islands have suffered greatly

from the hurricane, and as the Becbee has on that account applied for

o remission of one-half of her tribute for 15 years, the Governor in

Council has, upon mature cougider_ation of hef* losses, come .t.o , the
determination of recommending an annual ren%isswn from her' pewhcus}n
of Rupees 3,333:4for ten years, to commence w1t..h ﬂm curr(;:nt fusly 1259,
¢n her consenting to give effect to such reforms in the nmnajgemcnt of her
islands as, on farther communication with <he local officers, may be

deemed advisable, and he now solicits that aathority to that effcel may
_be granted by the Government of India.

(Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Forr Sr. GroreE, - - Beerelary to Gogerranent
19th Octob-r 1849. ‘

*




