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.[\T presentmg the followmo' sheets to the publlc eyc,, it may be ex-
pected that the writer (\vho 1s past that penod of life when the spmt'

) of adventure works most powerfully on the mind of man) should asswn

some motive for undertakmg a voyage so dangerous and lnzardous, and

to whlch no v1ews of pecumary advantage could have stimulated him;

;but having, in the course of some_years, seen all the more mterestmg

‘scenery and antiquities in Enp‘land and Wales, and also repeatedly '

(as a Pedestuan Touust) visited and drawn many of the gmnd and

 beautiful obJects in Scotland, and n Ireland he was mduced during

“the short peace of 1802 to pro_]ect an excmslon to the Contmcnt and’

after landmg at Calais, where he spent a fcw d'xys, was proceedmg to

Paris, when information reached him of :the death of a ncar relative;

~to which- circlimstance, by recalling him -home, he is 'probably in-
" debted for not-having been for many years a prisoner at Verdun, or

- . some other depét in France: unable, therefore, to extend his researches



Vi
to the Continent, and having 'long' been in habits of intimacy with
‘Captain PenaergraSS, who proposed a passage. to’ India and back
in the Honoufable East India Company’s ship the Hope, the Author
" eagerly embraced so favourable an opportumty of extending his know-
ledge, and enlartrmg his collectlon of drawings. It was supposed
that the permission of the Honourable Company could not possibly
have been obtained for any person not connected with it, or the Go-

vernment, to enter elther of the Presidencies in India, especna]ly asa

noble therary Character* lhad bat ]ately experlenced some dnfﬁculty '

“in obtalmng a similar favour. The Author, however, met with the
" most liberal and condescending attention from the Honourable Chair-
man, William Astell, esq. M. P._and the Court: of Directors, who
granted his petltlon in the handsomest manner ‘His sincere thanks
are ‘due to VVm Astell Ch’lrles Grant esqrs and all those gentle-
sion, bemg only the second instance of the kmd in the hlstory of the
Company The Plates, to ‘the - mtroductlon of whlch thls work is
‘ merely a vehicle, are submitted to the puh]lc, with an assurance that
they contain at least falthful representatnons of the sub_]ects they pro-,

fess to’ 1eprescnt With respect to" the Journal, the Author has en-

de'woured to relaté the incidents wlnch occurred in a plam manner -

having no pretence to Llegant composmon, and as it was’ ongmally

written without : any mtentlon of submlttmg it to the scrutmy of crltl-

“cism, until the solicitation of his friends’ premlled upon him to mdl\e'b

it pubhc. He cl'nms, ho“ever ~otie poor negatwe merit for hxs.

# Lord Valentia.

i
' Joumal ViR that lt contains :no’ adventure whlch ‘did not actually

occur, nor any descnp’aon of scenes which exist only in the wide fields

 of Fanoy In. short he is- conscious that: he has not, ‘in'a single

mstance, dewated from truth: .. The. Author:is aware that the letter-

press descnptnone of templ_es, .pagodas,.,and;other edifices, are not

sufficiently minute .and - comprehensive; but_he has trusted more to-

- the pencil than the pen upon those occasions, believing- that the -
‘ ‘ Plates would convey a more correct 1dea of the form of these structures,

~ with their external decorations, than any verbal detail could have ac-

comphshed the -more esPecxally as the style of Eastern architecture

~ is so different from that to be seen in cither ancient or modern build-

ings in Europe that it would be dlﬁicult to descrlbe them in terms suf-

: ﬁCIently mtelhglble to the reader..

Pulo-Penang, or Prmce of Wales s Is]and situated in the Bay of :
Benga], 1s little known to the British public. The Author hopes
that the opportunities he enjoyed, and the facilities afforded him by
Government during his short stay on that delxghtful spot, have enabled
him to add somethmg to the little a]ready known in this countrv of its

© scenery, and of its present state. The ship also touched at Malacca,

where, it will be observed, the Author did not find the native Ma]ays

sO savage as they are almost umvcrsally represented by persons who

have visited their coast.- Macoa and Canton have been often de-

“scribed by much abler pens than that 0'u1dcd by the Author; yet he

trusts he has been enabled, by the liberal conﬁdence placed in him

- by the Honourable Court of Dxrectors and its agents at those cele~

"»4
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~b1ated Ports, to descrlbe some tralts of manners, and delmeate some

: curlous subjects, not before orenerally known in England or- pubhshed

in accounts of embassxes and of former voyages ‘He. submlts, how- B

ever, the result of his’ undertakmg to the candour and mdulgence of

the Pubhck w1th that diffidence which becomes a person unused to

write for the press, and perfectly unhackneyed in the modes of court-
ing public favour

»

- ‘on. shox\m a mussuh boat ; first visit to I‘ort St. George ; Custom-house ;

_ANALYTICAL CONTENTS,

CHAP. I.
PAUE,

Arrive in London go on board the Hope; slnps husband settling
v1th crimps; anchor in the Downs; North Foreland hghthouse Dover
astle Shakspeares Cliff ; arrived at Splthead vmt Portsmouth, purs
‘e came on board ;,sail down the Chmnel pass the Land’s- end Bay
\ Biscay ; dead whale; encounter a gale, dolphins-and sharks seen;
'er—spout; Porto Santo; deserters; Madeira; - - - - - - 1—14 "

CHAP, II.

-~ ranchall; received a eupp]y of fruits and vegetables;’Easter-day;

‘thunder and lightning; ceremony on passing the Equator; Henry Mar-

tin, .a.soldier, fell from the shrouds; Mother Carey's chicken ; Curacoa
I’ndate left us near the Cape of Good Hope a large’ whale seen ; por-
poises; albatross, and Cape birds; ngs bxrth-day observed ; Princess

‘Amelia left Company, distant view of the Cape of Good Hépe; Lascar
committed to the deep, enter the Mosambique Chennel; Island of Ma- ’

yatta; accident and ‘déath of James Field; pass the Island of Ceylon; 15—24
' © CHAF L.

lw at\Iadrw ‘mussula boa‘s, catamaraus ; dubashes; coolies; go

-

\,i( - b.
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: St Thomal, Punka; Supreme Court ; orarden—houses' Black Town, A

Esplanade bazars or markets; Governor’s Palace bauquettmg house - -

Nabob of Arcot’s Palace; hotel in_Black Town ; Tiffin; St. Thomas’s

"Mount ; Bandy and Hackery, mausoleum, schools at St. 'Ihom-za
Mount; Portuguese chapel "Scene from St. Thomas’s Mount Tlmco- '
malee Village ; burning dead bodies; tomb of a yountr prince ; go to
church in Fort St. George; Governor, Sir G eorge H. Barlow ; native

' ' children at church ; tomb of a1 Mussulman near St. Thomal : natives at

their repast processxon of the natives at Trincomalee; origin “of the
Madras system of education in England Gencral Trepaud’s residence;

Governor's ball ; Mr. Corselli‘s, an artist; a Hindoo weddmg, dancmn ‘

girls; marriage procession; =~ - -- = - - =" - - - - - 25—

CHAP. iv." LT _ ; /

E\curswn to ConJeveram, mterrupted by a processwn at Persewa / =

chum anlage buffaloes, goats, sheep; choultry and temple at Pérama-
tour; Wallajabad; Baron Kutzluben; Indian Jugglers, barracks.at Wal

lajabad; tombs near the road; grove of tamarmd trees ;. schoo] near the -

vxllatre arrive. at Conjeveram ; temples and parrodas ; choultry at Con-:

" jeveram Wlld buﬂ'alo, smLes, ascend the great, pagoda views ﬁ'om.z;

the summlt, scene of Col. Baili€’s defeat ; -sacred monkies; WOl‘shlp of .

Vlslmaus Armeunn Church, great temp]e at ConJeveram com pllmented
~with gquands of ﬁowers by the prlest of Vishnaus; leave (,on_]everam 3
meet anoble elephant and his conductor his docility ; , retum to \Vql]an-

had towards Chmcrleput cross a river in my palarqum reﬂectlous, :

arrive at’ Chingleput; a state pnsrmer, leave Chmg‘eput separated "

from Mr. Parkins; Geueral Sm1t11 s c\\oultry ; antlety ‘or Mr. Parkms :
arrival of strangers; Mr. Parkins 301ned we; meet a Iave drove of buyll-
locks loaded with rice; arrive at Beach IIou~e, lacL Town; o ,7:

e

X1

! CHAP. V.

' PAGE.
Dined w:th a merchant Indlan Prmces Hommagee-HadJle-Panda ;

entertamment at his house, mterestmg chlldren dancmg—clrls, nine
- wells; bungalow ‘mode of drawing water er John Newbolt; Brodie
Castle ; volunteer pumshment on two Bramms to recover their cash an

ormmented tomb _-’ - - - -

- - - - -

. CHAP. VI..

- - .- 81-—-88

Sir William J_oues;’mytholog'y of the Hindoos; = = =« = 89-—1614

- CHAP. VII.

Manners and customs ; . marriage; funerals; adoption for want of |

children ; dancmg—women, eating’;

toddy, I

) | 07T cHAP. vIIL

Madras popu]attou ; I‘ree—-masomy ; m:htary asyluin ;' Madras mint;

coins; ; ‘manner of keepmg accounts ; ‘merchants” stores and warehouses ; ;

casts; dress; jewels; nose-rmgs,
" Mogul beauty, Hindoo manners ; theu' wants few; cocoa-trees and

- - 102—I17

exports and imports; price of provisions in the Bazars; meat; poultry; .

fruit; rates of camage in palanqums ; coohes hire, &c.; leave Ma-
dras; - - - oL w

- - - -

- - e e - -~118—-1
- CHAP. IX. , )
Mr. Brodie;; pa'sserfgersto ‘China; missing 'ships arrive; convicts on
board to Penang ; ships sail from Madras roads ;strange sails seen ; ar-
rive-at Pulo-Penang; George Tovm ah auction ; lummous appearance
of the sea; ships fire a salute; fatal accident; trial of the gunner of the

Tauntou Castle; prisoner acquitted ; water~fall ; snakes; reptiles ; met

a strollmg party of Chmese performing their sing-sang ; dine with Mr.

-

4
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Phllllps at Suffolk House, and meet a large party; walked to Dr.
Me Kinnon’s house at Treloa, three rmles from George Town Vlllage
of Birmans near Treloa; wrtnessed a very curious religious ceremony ;
large fires and lllummatrons in the Birmans Vlllage priests” of Siam ;
~ascend the ‘high mountam of Pen'mcr frorn Dr. Me Kmnons ; mornmcr.
extremely favourable ; reached the summit of the hlll at 8 o ‘clock ; came
to Major Sealys bungalow~ mvahd soldier breeding turkeys for sale;
Mr. Halllburton s bungalow, mterestmd view ; convalescent- bungalow
prospect from thence ; snakes; ccntlpedes scorprons large | bats, trum-
peter insects ; large snake visit to Mr. Amces mill; Hindoo nurse at - -
- Dr. Me Kinnon’s, her vamty ; funeral of two Enghsh sailors ; produce of
Penang ; curious method of bringing buffaloes from Queda; B'mdrcote
rats ; betel leaf and areka nut pepper plant- sugar cane; == 126—156
chAr.x. }
. . , '
LeaVe Penan Stralts of ‘\lalacca, raln, with thunder; storms;;
~ several water—spouts, town of Malacca; go on shorc Chinese settlers-
chapel on the hill; view from thence; decayed state of the chapel; -
funeral proc’ession 'meetl\’Ir. Culloden ; drew a fine. old gateway; enter -
a wood of cocoa-trees; meet a Malay savage ; conducted through the
“wood by the \Ialay, came toa m\htary statron on a hxll meet some
sepoys ; the views from the hill very extensive and be’mtlful descend
the hill, and ‘return’ to the town, 2 drrect road; came by the market- -
place to a tavern; met several persons with brrds -nests and birds of
paradrsc to sell; return with two India captams to the ‘Hope ; night
extreme. dark ; sea much illuminated ; trade of Malacca much decayed ;
‘ e\ports gold- dust, tin, and rattans ; ; beautlful wood for cablnet-makers ;
remain at. Malacca one ‘day; sall from Malacca in a most beautiful:

i

evenmm - - _—*-'-':. s - L .. . - - 15’._.16")
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CHAP XL ,‘1 -
] : , ru,z
Pass some bcautrful small islands near thc Strarts of Smcapore “much

lightning and rain rough sea, and foul veather; made the island of
Borneo ; continue among shoals and rocks some days ; carpenters mate
fell from the shrouds, and lost—a deservmg young man, and much re-
gretted ; a large whale passed the ship, and numerous porpoises ; cauoht o
albacores - -and_other fish; a beautiful water-spout seen; after extreme 3

.' squally weather a dead calm succeeded near the island of Scio; ['or-

tunately ‘a- fine breeze came on, many sharks seen; skill m talun«r
sharks;- dressed and eaten by the shxp s crew; fine breeze came on; caunrht |

another shark, SCOI'pIOIlS and centlpedes dlscovered in the Shlp ; sailor

bit by.a scorpion ; a poor’ savage and his canoe brought in the shrp- :

appeared much alarmed ; became reconciled to his new situation ; had
the name Fortunatus gwen him- by the captain; became extremely
useful and observant of every crrcumstance passing in the ship; Christ-
mas-day 1811 come to anchor off Chunpee; this evcnmrr leave the
Hope ina Chmese boat with the purser ; land at Macoa after a roughm

passage; carne to a comfortable tavern ; after an' excellent mght’s sleep

~ - awoke. early in the mormnrr by the bells of different churches and mo-

nasteries; Macoa, a handsome town visit the markct ascend a hill, to
see the church of St. Antonio; scene from the hrll and sea, rocks and
bulldmgs, grand call at-the Franc1scan monastery, mass celebratmw in
the church; most civilly . received by a monk ; was shewn every part of .
the church, 1ts chapel, and fine ornaments- walked m the garden of
the nunnery of St. Clara; came by the fort near the church of St. Laza-
rus; ascend a hill to visit the Gaer fort and chapel; the view command-

mg Macoa roads,\ and near and distant mountams, shipping, &e. ex-

(tremely beautrful return to the tavern to dine; in the evening with the
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purser to see Camoens garden and cave, celebrated as the author of

" the beautiful poem of the Lusiad; visited the supercargo’s house; in’

the garden, from the. evening being clear and favourable, much enjoyed

the various fine scenes around ; passed by a plam elegant monument . to

Mrs Metcalf’s memory, attended matins at the _convent of ‘St. Clara; -
singing extremely fine; farewell visit to the Franciscan monastery ; re-?g .
col]ectron of a deceased frlend leaving the island this evemng with the.»-‘-
purser, pilot, and two others, the boat stnk; fortunately no lives
lost; relieved by a Portuvuese boat, and conveyed.to the China passage- - -
 boat; salled near numerous small 1slands and rocks ; scenes cnnous, and -
pleasing subJects to.draw;: curious incidents occur.in.this. voyage; after -
two days sail with cross winds, reach the Hope and other ships ‘at anchor;
pass Anson’ s Bay ; enter the Bocca Tigris ; after passmg the bar of sand, “

* sailing up the Tlgrls, the ships come to anchor near Dane’s Island ;- left,‘

the Hope, and came in a boat with the surgeon’s mate to Dane’s Island;
“met some Lhmese ; respect to the Chinese was réturned by c1v1llty from

;'them pass some’ burymg‘grounds and’ ascended a hill ; scene from the
hill above and below, the island, and all around highly beautiful and .~

extensive; made a second visit to. the island ; civilly recelved by the - -

Chmese I met, who attended me to make a pauoxama drawmg from the

hill; presented with oranges ; after taking leave of my Chinese compa- -

* nions came to the Hope; leave the ship, and with two gentlemen sail up.

the Junk Tiver, by the v1llage of Whampoa; in this passage of twelve
miles the scenes varxegatcd curious, and picturesque; arrive off the Fac-

tories of the East India Company, comfortably lodged and accommodated ',
with Capt Pendervr'rss and lns officers in Creek Factory; an eleoant and
spacxous bulldmg, e R A T R 16'6—-184 '

PAGE, -

XV .

" CHAP.. xn.’

S L i ' DAGE.

The Company s Factory very elegant and spacrous, the veranda com-.

mands an, extensive view- above and below Canton; curious. boats on the

Tlgl'ls, high credit of the Enghsh East India Company ; “visit shops in

Chma-street Chmese shopkeepers attentrve and civil ; curlous mode of

an mstrument called a swan-pen or abacus, visit Tam-qua," Sun-hing,

articles generally admrred dme at Magees tavern, introduced- to Mr.

: Elphmstone, the chief at the English Tactory; a very handsome boat

Taunton, an officer of the» Princess Amella, visit Josse temples; saw.

numerous .Chinese. worshipping idols; made drawings of two colossal

ﬁgures, re-crosced the Tigris to Creek I‘actory; introduced to Messrs.

Barretti, eminent merchants 3 from the top of their house a command- -

ing view of Canton ; Messrs. Barretti gave me permission to make a

' panoramle drawmg from their house; meet a marriage procession ; no
- wheel carriages or. horses _seen; different trades class together; intro-

duced by Mr. Bosanquet to an eminent hong-merchant of the name of

Con-se-qua;. handsomely received; looked over his noble house and tea-.
‘warehouses ;. regaled by Mr. Con-se-qua mth fine tea, wine, and sweet—
‘meats; Con-se-qua’s house forms a quadrangle, with its ornamented

temples, &e. a véry splendid residence ; began a drawing of ‘his house;.

‘tea always brought me in elegant China basons, witha cover; in repeated

visits to Con-se-qua finished drawings of his house ; attended four gen-~

tlemen across the Tigris to see tea and indigo plantations; a second visit

L)

‘ wrltmg ‘with a camel—halr pencd calculation” of accounts- made with
. and other Chmese artists; attend some gentlemen to warehouses and '

- - manufactories of porcelaln, ivory, silk-mercers, and workers in fi llagree -

_and silver; Englrsh China superior to Chinese ; the lacquered and lVOl‘V-

,appomted for ‘my use; cross the river. Tigris in my boat with: Mr.: |
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to the Josse temples; visit numerous burymg-grounds' re-cross _the
Tigris ; came to an elegant dinner at the Company’s Factory ; introduced
to the Rev. Mr. Morrison, a Protestant mrssmnary, received a most

" polite’invitation from the late Mr. William Parry, a supercargo, to meet

the Hoppo (or prmcrpal custom-house oﬂicer) ceremony on’ recelvmg
this character'by. Mr. Elphinstone, and other gentlemen attendm ; nu- ;

" merous Mandarius and other Chmese attend the Hoppo in their full dress;

they- much ‘admire ‘the plctures, &e. in the great room they were °

entertarned in; Hoppo and attendants take refreshments, ‘tea, cake, and. o

wme -the mlssronary addresses the Hoppo, and his’ reply, a processron

- of the Hoppo the supercargoes, and some India captains to Creelt-
Factory, are shewn in a spacious room, numerous, beautrful and cu- ’
~ rious pieces of English mechanism of Jewellery, clocks, and watches, all -

laid out in great taste; Hoppo selects some articles of jewellery ; returns - -

to the city attended by some Mandarins and s supercargoes to the gateway ;-

observations respectmtr the Hoppo; visit, with the late Mr. William Parry :

. the extensive tea-warehouses of . Mr. How-qua, an eminent Hong-mer-" '
chant; cross theTwrrs with Mr. William Patry, Messrs. Bosanquet Ball, .
° Dr. Livingstone, and other gentlemen of the Company’s Factory, on a "
vxsxt to \ ir. Pon-que-qua, a distinguished and much respected I\Iandarm- S
most handsomely received by this amiable Chinese; shewn over his very -

elegant and spacious house and gardens fine baman-tree presented *

with wme, tea, and sweetmeats ; invited to repeat my visit to Mr, Pon-

que-qua; presented ' Mr. Pon-que—qua with a. drawmg of part of his
house; with the same gentlemen'that attended me in my first visit met "

some Mandarins, Naval and India Captam at a very - eletrant anrllsh" ‘

and Chinese dinnerat Mr. Pon-que~qua s house across the Tlgrl at Pon<

que—quas ‘dinner, the I\mu' of England and the Emperor of Chmas"m
healths drank much pleasantry ata Cllmese dmner attendcd Captam ‘

PAGE
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Penclergrass and ither gentlemen to see a. laxge Chmese Junk; sin- -

- .gular ceremony ot} raising the maln-mast of the Junk, a fleet of tea-

boats, from: Pel\in.arrive" at the Company's warehouses near the Fac-

tory 3 qulclmess and strenO‘th of .the Chinese in unloading’ their boats;

the commencement of the new year- much vejoicing, and curious cere- -

‘monies- observed ; splendrd fire-works; Mandarins pay and recéive visits

from the supercargoes; &c.; excursion from the Factory to the Parterre -

gardens, above Canton ; fleet of Chinese boats very numerous and beau-
tiful ; attend Mr. Parry and other gentlemen from the Factory ; Manda-

_ rins and their ladre, s:ul in spacious and beautifiil boats, wrth the gong
music ;- on reachmg the Parterre gardens, the Chinese ladles are handed .

out, and walk ; ﬁnl; display-of Chinese plants and flowers ; curious Chi-

‘nese figures of characters of the country ; excursion a few miles in the
country across the vl‘lo'rrs with some Uentlemen of the Factory ; see mdrgo -
| and tea plantatlons ; retummo' to Canton, saw some young Chinese gen-

tlemen shootmg at,a target they shew much’ dexterrty -and strength with

» the long bow ; pollte to strangers ; attend a splcndld dmner at Mr. Maw-

qua’s house, a hong-merchant near the Factory, meet most of . the gen-

tlemen of the Companys Factory, and India captains, at a dinner in the
Chinese and Engl)sh fashion; taste the soup of birds’ nests and the fins
ot slmrr;s; prefer_an Engllsh dmner, ham, fowls, and- ﬁslr, to Chinese

~ cookery; entertained for some hours with the performance of the sing-

L

sang, the music loud and tiresome; - - - - - - - - 186—-—212'

- CHAP. XIII.
: it

~ Account of the customs and manners of the Chinese ; manner of bu-~

" rying the'dead ; prepare their coffins in their lifetime ; extensive burying-

grounds; boat-houses and shops; bridges over canals in the suburbs of
Canton; singular custom of exhibiting lights on boats; ‘Chinese fire-
e

- PAGE,



- sew

- CoxviL e

works; Anson’s and Barrow's: observations on the Chinese;: pxcl\-«

pockets dextrous; Chinese. fond of gaming;. chests of tea,. and bales, - .
- all carried with bamboos ;. bamboos used for various purposes? remarLsi-f :

on the personal-character of the Chinese and Tartars’; 3 dress of the Man- -

darins .and  the Chinese ladles- absurd. custom of crampmg the: ladies”

feet; its origin not. known; Chinese ladies secluded from the soc1ety of

strangers ; women . of - the lower class. in China e\empt from the misery

of cramped. feet and close conﬁnernent,».ladles of Chma‘smoLe tobacco_

with. an. elegant - pipe of bamboo, ornamented with -a silken’ purse; -

* daughters of. Chinese sold to their husbands;- infanticide said to"be still

- common in-China, and suxcxde ~many of the Chmese engagmg in:their’. ...

manners, R I N A o e_-;:;-.;?-;.,'-, 213-230

' CHAP XI1v. .

Amve from Canton on board the Hope, near the Second Bar Pafroda :
island, below Danes island ; in sailing down the Tigris passa curious duck- -
- boat; the old duckswell disciplinedto lead the numerous flock inand out .

of the boat; called on Captain Dabell off Danes Island ; leave the Hope

near-the Second Bar Pagoda; land from the ship’s yawl at the watering- - -
place ;. ascend the hill ;- from the top of:the pagoda .an extensive and '

" fine view ;. the Hope and the other three ships in company. pass the
Bocea Tigris ;- receive some Chinese sailors on board ; “their dress de-

scribed ; after. passing through the Chma seas, clear the Straits of Sunda;
" weather unsettled, much thunder, ltglltnxnb? Vand rain ; booby birds taken
in the ship ; near the end of April a very severe gale; much-alarm for the

safety-of the ship ; officers and sailors exert themselves much; spranga

" leak; gale contmued eight days s fine sall to St. Helena; account of the
island of St. Helena, its produce, ‘and scenery ; ascend Ladder Hill from
James Town, beautifully situated in the valley of that name; on the fleet’ ..

PAGE»

XIX

' PAGE

of Indlamen returning to England ‘and arriving oﬂ" St Helena, ‘much -
anxxety amongst officers and the ship’s creiv to receive letters from’ Eng-' e
land; Enghsh news-papers received, and hwhly acceptable at St. Helena 3

a most polite reception from Govemor ‘Beatson at his beaiitiful reéldence

at- Plantation House' three miles from' James_ Towh'; from Plantation

House, visited High Knole, Diana's Peak, Sandy Bay, and other beautiful

scenes ; breakfast with the Governor the following morning at Plantation-

House, meet Captain Fleetwood Pellew, and a pleasant party of ladies

and gentlemen ; atterided Captain Pellew in James Town; sailing in the -

Phaéton’s boat from James Town saw two ravenous sharks devouring a

- dead body ; dine with Captam Pellew and a pleasant party ; survey the

beautiful - frlgate with the ﬁrst officer, who was communicative and
obhomo- this officer brought me in'the Phaéton’s boat to the Hope;

51gnal for sailling flying s at elght oclock all the fleet, 13 shlps, sailed
under a fine breeze convoyed by the Phaéton' frigate ; reﬂectlons on leav-
mg this romantic island ; concise account of St. Helena, its produce, and
manners of the inhabitants ; the 4th of June (the King’s birth- -day), duly

. observed by all the officers and crew cauvht some ﬂymg fish that fell on

the ship’s deck; a strange sail seen ; an Américan ship, with an account

- of Mr. Perceval's murder by- Bellingham ; voyage from St. ‘Helena
- pleasant, under a fine steady brecze; the 20th of July, English land seen ; ;.
the same evenmg made the Lizard, and came in the Channel ; anchored

in the Downs ; reflections on returning safe and well to my “native country ;
the high ‘rank of England over other nations; ‘the scenery of Envland

and the various.change of climate under it, preferable to most other na-
tions to reside in; Goldsmith’s beautiful description of Britainintroduced :
in sailing from St. Helena to England, the voyage performed in 56 days ;
Captain Fleetwood Pellew’s politeness and attention to officers in the fleet;

continued in the Hope till she anchored in the Tbames near Southend in
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Essex ; landed on the coast of Kent thh two oi’ﬁcers, a few mlles from”
Dartford ; arrived well in London the same evening ; -after a: farewell
visit to the H0pe, a few days after reached my native City of Hereford
with much satisfaction ; acknowledgements to Captain Pendergrass and

his oiﬁcers for their cxvxllty and attentxon to me on the voyatre - 23 1—241
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On ‘Thursday the 13th Jan‘uary 181'1 I arrived in Londoh “and,
bemg desirous to take the whole ‘of the voyage, I determmed to go

on board. at Gravesend antlcxpatmg also the contemplation of the :

’ mch subjects which the banks of the Thames, and the coast to Ports-
’ mouth, present to the artist.

After parting with my fnends in London on the morning of the
22d, under a strong impression of the dangers I was about to en-

counter, I'procéeded to Northfleet, accbmpanied by Lieutenant (now

Captain) Bennett of the Royal' Navy, and Mr. Oliver the artist..‘ '

. About two o’clock we went. on board the Hope; and were received

by the principal officers, in the absence of the Captain, James Pen-
B . B ) -



der vrass, Esq. in the most ¢cordial and frlendly manner. ‘After dmner,
my | frlends Lleutenant Bennett and Mr Ohver left the shlp, onj *thelr
" return to London At the proper tlme, I was conductedio the berth

‘ prowded for me, which ‘was neatly fitted up, ¢ "and retired- 1mmed1ately

to rest. - After the fatlgue of mary: days’ pr reparation for the voyage, A

and great anxiety on leaving my - Ariends and connexmns, my mind

‘became calm and settled, and I slept profoundly

“Jan. 23. The crowmg of cocks, and all the dlscordant noises of
afarm-yard proceedmg from ‘the fowls, geese, ducks, and animals " -
on board, awoke me about six o’clock, and at seven I came on deck. E

. The morning was fine and clear; -and, -after breakfast I found the

renergles of my mind restored, and my health ¢ in the best state.”
I contemplated my voyage with. anﬁmte satlsfactlon, and even auti-

cxpated its dangers and acculents thh more pleasure than d1smay

I spent a consxderable time thls mormng in exammmg the different -

parts of this beautiful slnp ; and was conducted by the chlef officer on

board svho kmdly explamed to me the- rises of:each’ part as we passed'

them. *"The tonnage, ‘measure,rand equipment, of - this fine specimen

. of inaval: 'lrchltectule, will -appear in- the sequel: - Four more of : the'

1 : [
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Comp'm) s shxps lay near the: Hope

: This day Captam Pendergrass came -on ' board; and brought a’

company: 1of :ladies and: gentlemen -to. (lmner thh thim." At five

o clocL ‘the- company depa1ted "After spendmg a pleasant evening

with' some iof- tlle'slnp s officers, ‘I'retired to my:cot. - I should have
meéntionéd that' this day: I witdessed, for .the first time,:the operatlon
of weighing the anchor ! Neal one hundred ‘of thﬂ crew ‘were: em-

: ST
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.pIO)cd.-on.-thxs.occaswn. TR
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24th Thls -morning the Captam came on boaxd and the day was.

all bustle. - -All hands were: employed in rccezvmg on board trunks,

-packages &c. .from .the Company’s Warehouses, takmg an account

~ of them, and stowing them. In the evening the crew ivere mustered,

, eonsisting?rof “English- sailors, - Portuguese, Chinese, ‘and - Lascars.

The shnp dropped down to’ Gravesend, the river pxlot came on board .

| and every thing indicated a speedy ‘departure.

“On thé 25th; ‘the hands were employed in: washlng the decks,

- shngmg the’ hammocks, and in takmg and- stowmg on board great -

numbers of balés and packages “The great guns (12 and 18 pounders)

were exercised and fired,- TR LR S
*This day the ship’s husband, attended by two gentlemen, amve(l

on board. __Severa_l agents also’ attended, for the: purpose of - paying

the’ crew, - and settling ‘with the crimps. These are.a set of men,

‘who profess to procure seamen.for the Company’s ships; and for all

_other‘véssels that"stand in need of persons to navig'rate them. The =

system of crxmpage caunot, - perhaps, be defended’ upon pxmcxples of

morahty, but it is one of those anomalies, those necessary evils,

_with-which  human society abounds. The crimps in general, there-

fore, are not very: solicitous. respcctmg moral character, tand are’ fur-
nished’ by that class from which we derive -informers, thiéf-takers,
sheriffs’ oﬂicers,“executioncrs,‘ ‘and other odious, -though necessary,
appendatres to civil authority. - M'my of the children of Tsracl have

pltched thelr ‘tents. among them. - To describe the whimsical scenes

acted by these men and the tars for two successxve«days on board the
‘.Hope, and to give a faint resemblance’ of the: dialogue -and of the

language used by the interlocutors; would require the genius-and
S '
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humour of Smollett 3 whlle, to exhibit the fcountenances of- the ac--

tors, the . penc1l of - Glllra) w‘ould ‘be: 1nadeq_uate ‘Lavater himself. -

would have beeu puzzled to . class thelr physrognomles Dt o
On the 28th, at ten o’ “clock at night,’ we" anchored m the Downs
V The dxsplay of hcrht from the dlﬂ'erent llghthouses ‘on- thls part of

the codst, was a novelty to which my attention was: much attracted ~

" Either from the effect - of drstance, or.. probably | from ;superior: ‘con-
tstructlon, the ’\Torth Foreland Pharos was by fi far the most brllhant

After a coastmg voyage ot two days more, -in v1ew of the ‘Kent .

4and Sussex shores, *we. found ourselves at anchor at' Sprthead ' The

scenery near Shellhaven,’ Eastcliffe; and Southend in droppmg down

the river, and the views’ on the coast dunng the run to Splthead
amply repaxd me for the trouble and delay occasmned by my going on
board at Gravesend. - Those scenes and’ views, however farmhar to

the tourist and artlst were to me new and mterestmg, my pencxl

and sketch-book were therefore “often in -ty hands. * Dover castle, |

and the L chall\y bourn,” eternized by the magic of Shakspeare s pen,
- aud whose name it will.for ever bear, demanded a memorial. ‘Walmer

castle, Foll\stone, Seaford .and. Dungeness, were passed at the rate
of cight knots an hour. - We ran:by Hastings and Bnghton and a
brisk gale conducted us to Spithead on the evening of the 30th

. Durmg:anmtcr\a] of nearly six weeks, from the time of our an- - |
choring at Si)lthead until the sailing of the fleet, my time was-taken

np in visiting some much- valued frlends at and near Portsmouth, in -

séeing and e\ammmg the wonders of the first naval arsenal in " the
world —the Cyclopean labour of forgmg anchors —the formmg and

r a thousand
“twistingg immense cables — the stores. and provlsxons fo at
g

[y

s ~5
shxps' It 1s. 1mp0551b1e to express ty astomshment and the natmnal-’
~pride I felt, .in rowmg through the harbom, and observing the bul-

W arks of Brxtam lying. peaceably in her bosom, ready .however to'
- carry destructlon and anmhllatlon to her enemles wherever they, pre-
-Sume even to questlon her empire over the whole world of waters!
¢ Each of those tremendous though beautiful ﬂoatmg castles,”
S'lld my gulde, 6 each. of those first-rates, .contain swhen, at sea an.
‘active g garrxson of one. thousand men; one hundred pleces of ordnance,

with’ prov1s1ons and: ammunition for sm months, a burthen of be- . -

tween two and three thousand tons!” Yet is this i immense ‘machine,

w1th her wondrous frerght gulded and dlrected over - the trackless o

ocean, v1th as much ease and plemsxon as the smallest eraft upon a

river. ' Such are-the effects of the skill and industry of man, excited -

) b) thirst of - gam the . de51re of protectlon, or ambition, and set in

, motlon by the energles of a warllke and commercial nation.

The purser of the Hope came on board wrth the last dlspatches

' from the India- House, on the 20th of February, and by the 10th of

March the passengers were all arru cd On the 12th the s1gnal was
made by the convoy for sallulo‘

- The. Hope is-one of .the largest class of the Company s shlps,

and berself one of the largest of her class. H&r charter tonuage 1s

-1200 tons, but she carries 1480.- She measures from. head to stern |
‘200 feet, and across the beam 40 feet. The: hve stock on hoard con-

:sxsted of one cow, 50 South- down sheep, 71 porkers, 'md more than
~600 geese ducks; aud fowls.

The cow and sheep were convement]y

ilodwed on, dcck, on  the top of the spars, under a commodious

awnmg, and -the fowls in coops. T he cow and sheep had an allow-
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ance of tivo hundred welght of hay weekly, and a darly allowance of -

15 ga]lons ‘of- fresh Water Proper persons were appomted to take
~ ¢are'of the’ ammals 3 and in & very short trme they became perfectly

-,I{é ey T . ;,:b:"‘w-;

reconcrled to therr unnatural s1tuat10n . o

The number of persons on board the Hope were as follows

»»»»»» i Lh DT L eir

S 139

Oﬂicers and seamen I I S S A
RS ERG I Y Y R T
T B . -l - . -.,‘ -,‘—, 12 )

Passengers o :' ,,v‘-‘_tj‘.tf“-_:!,?-:::.;,SS,, TS R T L o
Reeruits s o s ne T a0
Women attaqhed to them LT S S P T A PR B
Chmese seamen e ;‘,"': :n-ﬂi g vf‘, 4', 40 R
Portuguese dxtto, and Lascars R .'v, C T "87 e

"""".“,'? [ETPTT R R s FEETEE '_ Tota]_384 j) '

. PR .o [T i £ e
S S . RS L] P E AT TS I T S S Pt oo S
R beoUE Ty L R ¢ .

The aggregate of thls mlcrocosm as composed of Enghsh

’ Scots, lnsh Welsh, Amerlcans, Portuguese, Spamsh, I‘rench Swiss, -

Germans, Chmese, and other natwes of Indxa The ﬂeet consrsted of :

ton’ Castle, ‘Princess Amella, each of 1200 tons | the Rose, 955 tons I
the Carnatlc; 820 tons, the l\{[etcalfe, 819 the Union, No l 600 ’
fons 3 5 the’ Unlon, No. 2 550 tons ] aid th: Northampton, 545 tons; 5

the ‘tlitke last Whe extra shlps ; under the convoy of the Curacoa of
36 guns (the commodore), and’the Ahtelope of 50" uuns About

noon ‘on Tuesday the 12th - of March, the ﬂeet was “undeér Sall PlO- N

ceedmg down Channel’ with a fine breeze, thc fugates takmg the
lead, and the- comoy following 1 m a line) The weather \vas fine, and

the séene grand 'md exlnlaratmg The' pomts on shore (the Tsle of

.

’.Wigh:t)iseeme,d -to, recede from us; and object after object disappeared
in quick succession. . On the 13th, the- breeze increased, and the sea
ran h1gh all the day ; ‘the: ports iwere shut. down and-;many of the
passengers, partlcularl) ‘the ladies, swere affected. with the usual sick-
| ness.:On, approachmg the Land’s End the sea no longer appe'u'ed

’,turbld but 'bécame blue. and clear. - S SR
Havmg passed sthe Land s-End on the l4th we weére completely

at isea. - T counld .ot he]p feelmg ‘considerable - -emotion, and - some

alarm, upon qulttmg my native shore .upon so: lon0' and dangerous a

voyage: but I placed ‘my trust and’ conﬁdence _in: Provxdence, and .
breathed a-hearty prayer for my safe return, and the happmess and'
prosperlty of the dear friends I left behind. CT il
+ have been blamed b) some of my frrends, who havc perused the
sketch of my Journal for being - oo’ mmute in, descrrbmg the mode’of -
living.on:board, and the frolics and amusemcnts of the. sailors, during.a
tedious voyage;::but to those: persons swho have never beén at sea-in. a
large ship; a short description of the.ceconomy.and order observed, may
ibe .inte'r'esting. "On the15th,:many regulations.w‘ere made in the ship.
;l?re'ce’dence'.and-.places at table were settled for the voyage. The cuddy, .

swhich in ithe Hope is large and commodious, was the dining apart;-

‘ment. “We breakfasted at eight o’clock’ :QOur ted was excellent, with -

biscuits, cold meats, :boiled rice, &c. Dinner, about two.o’clock;.was-

‘announced by ] beat of . drum "and.at this time our bill of -fare con-

isisted: of allkinds of fresh. meat exqmsrtc curries, pies, tarts, puddings,

‘&e. prepared by a cook’iwho knew: his business. ... In the evening,

after tea, the ladies and gentlemen in fine. weather walked' upon deck,

while the music of drums. and fifes; and vxolms, was alternately heard.



The promenade was contmued untll the ﬁnng of the evenmg gun at

: elght o’clock; at which: ‘time euppcr was ready v 1

The watch had been established for some t1me : An oﬁicer was

~ stationed a-head, another: a-stern, and ‘a, thlrd on ‘the main; deck.

. While we were at anchor in Splthead every half. hour.a bell rung, at

) .
which times the officer in the forecastle sung out,. ¢ All’ s.well ;” an’

assurance which was repeated by both the other officers, in thie same’
R manner but the smgxng out was dlscontmued when we sailed. The

. watch was. relleved every four hours. The deck was every morning,

. at siX O clock washed and swabhed by the sailors, and made clean and

-neat. The passengers generally took - half an hours walk _before .

breakfast IR

. -About tlns time I resolved upon a regular dlstrxbutlon of my txme, ‘

| , whuh I concelved would be the best :plan for. rendenng the .mono- _‘

. tonous mode of living on: board the :least tedious: and fatiguing.: - =T

: ‘rose generallv at five o’clock, and had ‘many opportumtles of enjoying -

'the subllme spectacle of the " sun- rlslng, to be seen: to the greatest

‘ perfectlon at sea only When the weather permltted I walked and
conversed w1th the ladies and gentlemen on deck before breakfast

B between breakfast 'lnd dxnner t1me, I wrote the occurrences of  the

precedmg day in my Journal and in- the afternoon amused myself

with. drawmg, wntmtr or readmg In' the evemng the walking was;. -

contmued sometimes to a Jate- bour Thus, every perlod of the day

- bemg approprlated to a dlstmct employment I felt. the tlme pass .
, . away very agreeably On thls day the ﬁeet entered the Bay of
o Blscay, with a pleasant breeze A dead whale ﬂoated by the Hope 3

it had the marks of the harpoon on 1ts side, .

9

: . : .
Saturday, March'16. Tlns day, and on- every Saturday, after
breakfast the -officers, _passengers, soldlers, and ‘the “crew, are as-
-sembled on. deck -while. the - shlp undergoes a thorough punhcatxon

“The gun ~deck; and all the cabins and berths, are washed and cleansed ;

: the sailors’ and. sold.lers cloaths are’ 1nspected and examlned and an

e account is taken of them Every p0551ble care 1s exerted to preserve

health, and to prevent 1nfect10n R AR

Sunday, 17+ On évery. recurrence of the Sunday (weathel per-

' -mlttmg) the shlp s company were expected to be dressed in the neatest

: manner, and to- be perfectly clean. . The main:deck was converted

“into" a- -commodious. chapel On each'side .of the main-mast, seats

were .placed for the sailors and soldiers; a table stood in the centre ;

- the officers; { passengers, ind cadets, had appropnate places ; and Blbles
“and Prayer-booko were distributed. . An awmng was thrown over . the
ideck and the sides Were hung round with the ship’s colours A bell
. iftolled in the forecastle for a few" 1mnutes i silence was ‘ordered; and .
“the Service was tead by. the captaln Gns purser, or first oﬂ‘lcel, assist-
10g) in a-manner. equally serious and 1 lmpresswe ; while the utmost
decorum was observed by every person on board. Thls decency and

‘senousness of conduct in so motley an assemblage of persons, who are

not in general supposed to be: impressed with séntiments of. rellglon,

- were to me .as pleasmg as they.were unexpected The due observance
“ of rellglous duties has here, as’ ew.rywhere else, the best effects. Tt
. ploduces seriousness and reflection in the mind, a reverence and-awe
of- the Delty (even among those ‘who in -this. Shlp were nclther

- Christians rior Mahomedans, but 1dolaters), and respect and obedlence
to lawful authority: - '
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Immedrately after the' M01 nmg Se1 vrce, : the crew is mustered and

.called over ;. and:they pass in-a regular manner -before the captain and

his officérs,.with due respect. .. .They‘are -on thlszday, as T before ob:

sérved, expected to be clean) and neatly: dressed ;' any 1nattentlon on
" their part- to' this: pomt is -punished : by \Vltbdrawmg theu‘ morning ’
allowance of grog ;* they areialso’ publrcly reprimanded. ‘The Chinese

are mustered ina separate “body; they: dress'in: the costume of their
country -Their chief; 'or boatswain; is: dlstmgurshed by @' deep purple- -
coloured kind ‘of robe,” trimmed with a: profusxon ‘of buttons: ‘they

shave every part -of - the head; except the CIOWIL 5/  the hair on : that

part is permltted to grow long, and is platted,:and s either: suffered -
to hang down' the back;, or:is wound round the head m a graceful‘
manner. - The- cast. of countenance bestowed by nature.on'this sin- -
gular,- though numerous, Tace’ of . men;. “indicates that turn for ob-
servation, ‘and: watchful sagacity, which has alwa) s been attributed. to

~them. :: The Lascars are, I believe,: Mahomedans : Their dréss-1s a

loose, white kind of frock, t1ed round- the - -neck ‘and waist with ¢6-"

loured handkereluefs ; their heads are. adorned w1th a-turban. - Their-
chief wears a coloured cap, whlch wrth a pair of shoes, distinguishes

him. Some of these people are handsome. and well. made; and their '

teeth are 1u general exq_ulsrtely white. The Clnnese are- the most

mtelhgent and make the best sailors of these two. classes.

At 12 o’clock, the soul-cheerlng grog ‘is dlstnbuted and in“a
short time afterwards the dinner is.'served to the different’ messes. .-

The: evemng is ‘devoted to muth and: frolic.': Gymnastrc feats -are

~ exhibited, such as leaping, tumbhng,,,balancmg,,&c. - Theré ivere

manv sailors on board,  who ‘excelled in. footing our national: dance

called the: hornplpe ;. some chaunted ledm s uumltable sea ditties ,v

wlule others amused. their hearers w1th 0 tales of wonder, .in whlch '

that formidable. phantom., called .Davy, Jones had no- small share,

" The :Lascars ‘took a part. in. these gambols, and - exhlbltcd _several

tricks ‘and ’ dextrous: deceptlons pecuhar to then country The

Chinese regarded every: thing with. an observant eye, and, sometrmes :

~ amused themselves with.a thoughtful game, not, unllke chess. . Thei

Portuguese seemed to. be the most lnactlve on these occasrons

~ Nothing remarkable occurred until Wednesday, the 20th of March :
Between nine and. ten this morning, the fleet bemg off the Coast of
Portugal, in North latitude 41, indications of an approachmg storm .

j were ev1dent “All was actrvrty and bustle in maklng preparatlons for -

meeting this. formidable enemy.” The sails were close reefed, and every.
possible precautlon was taken. The sky darkened, the wind rose,. andi
‘the sea became agltated About ten minutes past eleven, the gale in- .
creased to a humcane ; -the sea ran mountains’ high; the ship pitched .

and laboured exceedmgly ; .the timbers cracked, and seemed ready to

vseparate .the . waves broke over. the decks in’ contmual succession;

Near twelve o ‘clock;.a tremendous crash was heard ; I expected im-

medxate destruction.. - Alarm guns were fired by sevenl of .the ships,

and ‘answered . by the frigates. :The storm contmued with unabated
fury all night. .. Nothing could exceed. the ‘prudence,’ coolness, and
self-possessmn, of the captam and the ~other experrenced officers.
The activity and exertions. of the’ seamen durmg thls dreadful night
were. incredible. ;.- The quickness and celerlty of one partlcular Eng-

lish - seaman were ‘almost supernatural he was on. deck aloft, on

the yards, and below, almost at the same: instant. , He seerned to
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po'ssééé thev'faedl't’y ‘of irbi'(.iu‘it‘y\ "On ‘the gun-decks, the 'scéné was -

'dift'erént The women belongmtr ‘to the'soldiers, and a great number
of ‘the young 1ecru1ts, were completely overwhelmed with’ terror and
desparr Tt 'was’ m vain that those who' possessed more fortltude en-
-deavoured to comfort ‘them." I hastened ‘from - the . contemplatlon of

thls prcture upon deck, swhete scene ‘of -awful. grandeur preserited

itself: the - waves of’ ‘the enraged ‘Ocean, whlte with foam, madly -

chasmg each other over. the interninable expanse ;»sometimes hreak—

1ng over the ShlPS, ‘and’ tlneatemng to bury them in the- gulf below, L
the shlps pltchlng and rolhng in all:directions- under bare poles,.at .

“the mercy of the sea and winds, ‘in the midst of | the wrde desolatwn.

"kThe mght was passed in the greatest consternation’ amonO' the- pas-

| ;sengers, sleep vas: b'rmshed ‘and the : ‘morning. bloutrht no ahate- _

| ment of* the storm - About noon;- hemg upon deck, a sea: struck me

una\vares, and I should have been' 1nev1tably camed overboard had{d |

"ot 4 sailor caught~me in his arms, and most: provrdenﬁally saved me,

T was' severely bruised, and received a wound ‘in’/my leg, .which ivas .-

however of : no fconseqnen'ce"‘ ‘About“‘9 in -the revenin g, ‘the.gale

: abated “We congratulated each other: upon our escape "from a. danger
| whreh seemed so 1mm1nent ‘and ‘had time to reflect upon :the power
and goodness ‘of an’ almlghty supenntendmg Providence. - During
the gale, ' poor Lascar ‘breathed -his last far’ from his fnends -and

e . [ e v
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from his’ ‘native land. =+ sl Tl e e D e

The danorer belng over, like true’ sarlors, we foxgot the storm; ate -
‘a hearty supper, ‘and slept soundI) In the morning.of the 22d; the
Northampton, and the’ Umon No..., were mlssmg Irgreatly feared -

“that they were lost; but: I was assuled by our captaln and oﬂ‘icers, i

*13

-

~ that there wasno doubt. of: thelr safety ‘Upon inquiring among some

-of: the- oldest “and- ‘most experlenced seamen, whether we were to

‘ e\pect many more such.storms as:we had just weathered; during.the

voyage;: I was told that this was nothmg to what ‘we .wére to:meet in

doubhng :the. Cape and  the Chinese seas ;- this was:only ¢ a mere
squall —=¢“a cap-full of wind I” -~ | made no. more 1nqu1r1es.
Some fine fish were caught thls mormn \vhlcll made a delicious.
addltlon to our. bill of: fare. .- The. ladies: were! sufﬁciently recovered to
attend at dmner, and to walk:‘on. deck in.the evéning..-The’sea was
become tranquil ; but ‘we sailed all this day at the rate. of seven knots ;

and to supply the numerical absence occasioned by the deathof ‘the

: poor Lascar, one of ‘the: soldlers wives. presented her husband with a

son.:*: The poor:woman, was in; lahour dunng the greatest part of the

: storm. ':Y ?._: 1[' ‘,: LT e e - S ,

.+ On. Sunday, the” 24th of March ‘at -one, P M an une*(pected

- squall came-on ;:and, as it was not foreseen, it caused some confusmn

~ and alarm. - It vas soon over; the evening was passed as. usual .and

the sallors, soldrers, and all the crew, , were, cheerful ‘and: happy

Their fest1v1ty was much enlivened by the capture of a large shark, ‘-

which was soon converted ﬂmto.chowder, a hlghly-relrshed sea-dish.

~ ‘About this time, a greatnumber of dolphins and sharks were seen

playing about the ship, On the 27th, we were surprized by a hail-
storm,' which did'considerable ‘damage to the sails and rigging.

- While we- were ‘at dinuer on the 28th, the ofﬁcer on deck hurrred

into the cuddy, to give information that a water-spout had appeared
“ata short distance. I hastened on deck, to view this beautiful pheno-

mernion. - It appeared like an immense plﬂar, 1each1ng from the sea



~ to the clouds; the force of its suctionmcaused a protuberance, or swell;.

at its. base,' which rose to a considérable height. . Tts .'shape ‘was

- .something like a speakmg trumpet ~the smaller end immerged in the

~ sea; and the broader part elegantly spread seemed lost in:a large
black cloud. .-The" water: ascended in a-spiral dn’ectmn ‘but I ‘was
~ informed then, and saw myself afterwards, that it does not always' |

- exhibit this beautlful appearance As danger is apprehended from the = .
too’ near approach of these’ phaenomena, the guns were. prepared to
. fire, which, by causmg a concussmn in - the atmosphere, burst and‘ -
dispel ‘the water-spouts But we soon lost s1ght of that I have Just,
. notlced L ] A . S v .‘7
-~ On Sunday the 315t the Weather was ﬁne, the a1r soft and mxld g
and the sky clear. - About six in’ the mornlng, we came :in s1ght of
' the small Island of Porto Santo, lymg to the Northward of Madeira.
“The two small islands called the Desertas, and.Madeira, soon' after-
wards appeared. - We all lamented that we were ‘not permltted to

anchor near this charmlng island ; for we only backed ‘our salls, and'-' B

lay to, for the purpose ‘of waltmg for the mlssmg shlps ‘

O L S S

1ts present appearance aﬁ'ords suﬂic;ent ewdence The subterranean,
fires are not. et extmct in, 1ts nelghbourhood for, whxle the Hopet ‘
was on her voyage, hls MaJesty s Shlp Sabrlna wrtnessed the rxslngl

of a new 1slet out of the sea, some few leagues from Madexra, to

‘ whlch the captam gave the Shlp s name ; but the materxals thrown |
'up were not suﬂiment in quantlty and- sohdxty to be permanent It '

‘ has been smce dlssolved and swallowed by the Waves

Madelra was ﬁrst dlscovered by Gonzales Zarco, a, Portuguese -

._ m 1419, its length is somethmg more than 37 Engllsh mlles and.
i 'the general breadth about 10.. Funchall is the caprtal The popu- |
latlon amounts to about 80 000 The air 1s soft. and clear and the» h

chmate so healthy, that a great number of mvahds from England re-

_ sort to.the Island But the artlcle for whlch Madelra Is so eml-
' nently dlstmgulshed is its. Wme, whlch 1s. SO well known, and 50

: hxghly valued

On the lst of Apnl we lay in the httle bay of Funchall The

- town of Funchall has a stnkmg and a very beautlful appearance from
"~ the bay When I first saw it, its white bulldmgs, pzcturesque church '
and castle, were bmlhantly glldecl hy the rxsmg sun The shlppmg ‘

lymO'-to in the bay gave a varxety, as well as an addltlonal beauty, to
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the picture., In the evenlng two  boats, came oﬁ' W1th a very sea~

sonable supply. of vegetables and frult We had pine- apples, bananas, .

plantmﬂs, walnuts, &c. Captam M of the Engmeels, -and his lady,
“residing at Madelra, to whom I’ had - brought letters . from . Eng-

land, sent me, by two- Portuguesc gentlemen, a kind 1nv1tat10n tor

v1sxt them at their house ;a pollteness which I was very reluctantly

_obhged to decllne I had here an opportumty of sendlng letters.

to my fuends 5 an(l whlle we lay n_ the bay, made severdl sketches' B

: panoramlc view of the 1sland mcludmg Porto Santo and the Desertas

The the1 mometer stood at 62° ’ Some gentle showers fell on the |

2d of - Apnl On the Gth, we saw the Canar) Isles, at the dlstance
of about’20- leagues Ahout the- 10th, we had arrlved in a\varm

latitude, and the heat was con51deral)le An awnlng was now thrown :

Al

, over the deck, to guard us from the rays of the : sun. - T

Sunday, Apl‘ll 14. TlllS helng Taster- d'w, the: Church Serv1ce

‘was performed on’ deck w1th _crreat solemmtv, while we ran at

N the rate of elght knots The heat was much mcreased and became

: oppresswe, the thermometer was at 86 A Portuwuese sailor dled .

lus mornmg, fand to’ pleserve “the’ numerlcal balance, _a Clllld was

borii, A’ gr eat many ﬂylng fish and’ dolphlns were now seen ; and as |

we approached the Llne, the heat became 50 con51derahle, that a

' ch'm(re of dress was adopted I obselved w1th much surprlze “and

cuuosxty the phenomenon, menhoned l)y voyaO'ers, of the sea. water ,

at nlght hecomlng lumlnous Tlns appearance 1s accounte{d for by
naturalxsts, by supposmg that it is produced by marlne 1nsects‘. We

Chald had didcera . however. anv of those insects in the water, which

1 7

we calefully exammed ‘On: the 20th wewere gleatly relieved hy a
long and heavy shower of rain. A considerable quantrty of .water was .
collected for the- ship’s use from thls betieficent shower. Tt diffused

cheerfulness and comfort; _not only to ‘the human bemgs on ‘board;

- but:also to the-cow, the sheep, hogs, and’ fowls; and par tlcularly to

the. geese and ducks. : The'next' day we ‘had ‘much thunder and lw‘ht-

ning. . I continued : on:deck -with the ofﬁcer of the watch -all nmht ‘
The thunde1 was awful, and the lmhtnmg more vivid' than : any I had
ever before w1tnessed fears were. entertained for the safet) of the

ship; and indeed .the sails ‘were" damaged sllghtly, but no materxal
mlschlef was sustalned e

L3

s ,m.v STl NSRS

Sunday, 28 Aprl] Immedlately after prayers thxs day, the sound

of several conches," or sea’ shells, was heard ; and soon. afterwards, a

fellow, dressed'in a grotesque manner,: presented himself to' the ¢ cap-

| tain, and informed him: that no less a delty than the God of the Ocean

- would hail .the,Hope-vthe ne}».t day, and come on board. to inspect her

condition, and particularly. to see that she was well ‘provided with glog
and tobacco. i:'The captaln gave this’ ambassador a: polite receptlon

,
doubled his allowance ‘of: grog, accoulmg to custom 1mmemor1al and

returned a dlspatch 0 old Neptune, expressing his. gratltude for the

 intended visit. ‘Instead ef’the usual garnbols this’ evening, the tlme

was. spent in. makmg preparatlons for ‘the "ceremonies’ wlnch were to

take place the next day, on crossmg the Line, -~

29 April.  This was, in truth, a’ busy day At 10 A. M a man’

was pumshed for theft and 1nsolence At 11 the ; poor Portuguese

seaman was. commltted to the deep, with ¢ solemn rites - and dlrges

.due. | Soon after twelve, the Tritons' sounded thcn sea-shell trum-

D
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: pets to announce the arrival of the son. of Saturn. .On the. drawmo' ‘

up of a curtain, which had been thrown athwart the forecastle, the .

- watery god appeared in his tmumphal car, drawn by eight sed-horses,
personated by four Enghsh sailors and four Lascars, attended by Tri-

tons, Nereids, and other marine; dextles ; and 1 by his side was scated

the beautiful Amphltnte Capel Butt: acted as charioteer on this

- grand occasmn this wasa fellow of- infinite: mlrth and dlstmgulshed -

for his gaiety, humour, and activity :_ e
. « He could sing, he could dance, - he could p]ay on the ﬁddle,

« And drml\ \v1th an air hls allowance of grog

I had many occasxons, in the course of the voyage,’ to observe the ec-

centncrhes, as well as the general good conduct,.of this man. . On the

procession moving forward the musicians. struck up the:national air

of ¢ Rule Britannia.” Capel Butt:sang the song; and. the chorus

was well supported by at least two hundred ,voices. When the,:car

had advanced to the mam deck the. captain’ and his officers’ received ..

the. sem-god ‘with die respect ; who, being. pleased with the reverence
pald to him, gave a general invitation.to all those. bold ‘adventurers
~who . had Tnever, before - crossed. the centre. of his dOIIllIllOﬂS, to’ visit

‘him in: his coral pa]ace ;. at the same time hlntmg to a]l concerned,

that itwas the eth_uette of his court that all those who were ‘honoured

by hlS invitation must submlt to the operation of- shavmg, to be per-
formed by the officer who had the honour of attendmg his. majesty as
his own barber. . The processmn now: moved on around the: mammast
. from starboard to larboard, - until they arrived at the gangway,. :where
“they made a balt. Here a large tub was placed, filled with salt. water,

with a board across the top for a: sea_t,,,_the visitor takes off his' coat

- ~.
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'un’d”u‘r‘di'stc‘oat- marches ‘along a file" of Neptune’s attendants, and

places hiinself,- by the direction of his conductors, upon the board.

.Tlle barber- lmmedlately advances, brandlshmg a ‘razor- somewhat ‘

smaller than the scythe of a mower, and proceeds to perform his duty.

- The lather is composed of grease, tar, and other delicate- materials, -

which is ]ald on-the unfortunate novice’s phiz with.a ‘painter’s brush :
many practical jokes are performed with this instrument, to the great

.' ~delight of every one but the sufferer.. When the shaving is nearly

comple’ced',;i the board- is dextrously- slipped: from:under the novice,
and he is consequently'soused over head and ears in the contents of .

the tub. He'isthen;ledto the main deck, where he undérgoeS' a pu-

rification, By'having twenty or'thirty buckets of water poured on his

head, untll he is completely drenched; but, as itis with salt water, the

" doctor pronounces there is no danger from colds. After every male
on board, who had not before crossed the Line; had been visited with

 this infliction, a scenie of boisterous mirth and frolic took place, which

made it necessary for- the quietly disposed among - the passengers to
retire to their cabins. Eacll'passenger; upon this occasion, treated
the crew with' grog to the value of two dollars. So much drmkmg
produced a little lrregularlty, but no accident. ensued T 'was induced

to insert a’ description of : this ceremony, rxdlculous as it is, because I

'had not-seen it mentioned in’ any’ former publxcatlon, except John--

son’s ¢ Oriental Voyager,” and Messrs. Daniell’s superb work, in

' ivhich a plate is introduced ; but in'each it is. noticed with a.differ-
ence, in some particulars; to what we witnessed on board the Hope. :

‘We had a ceremony of a different kind performedfoh Sunday the

5th of May,.v' dnd of ‘a much" more pleesing nature. This was the

@ - .



christening of -the two :childre‘n who hiad lately been born. on board{

Three women and as many men stood sponsors for Henry and Mary,

the young strangers, who. behaved- on the- ;occasi'o'n in a very orderly
"‘In'an"ne'r:’ - The captain- kindl'y 7_performed_ the office "of  chaplain, for
~ which condescension the parents eapressed"the greatest gmtitnde A

- The next’ day Henry: Martm, a very. promising young soldier, fell

frornv the shrouds into the sea.”. - The greatest exertions were made to -

save him ;" the life-buoy ,v"(t'wo: casks connected. together by a‘ pole

‘passing from:the: one “to’the. other)- was instantly heaved overboard, N

- _‘and. placed yery'neai'. theunfortunate. Henry:; but he could not 'avail

himself of “the offeréd assistance, having; it as supposed, received a

blow on the: head in his descent ‘A boat was lowéred with-- ‘persoris -

on. board to- prck up ‘tlie bod) ; but'it was too late; it could not. bé

found. . A sensation - of great regret: was felt by all the comrades and

(‘ “~j
}

g acquamtance of this young man; LonAe T E e

" By, the 8th of May we had proceeded S0 far to the Southward s
to ﬁnd a matenal alteratron in the temperature. of . the atmosphere ; \
- yvarmer cloathing becarne Tecessary. - - 'We ,salle_d:at _tbe rate of elght'
- knots all this day Thefsailmakers and rfggersfwere, now b_n'silyﬁe‘mfg‘ ‘
. ployed in prepari'ng for the gales generally eﬁperien_ced;dn_ approach-, 3
ing the Cape of Good Hope, . On_ the, 12th, n'ze' 's,m'v' niany of‘the’
birds which the: silors call Mother Cary’s chlcken, and whrch they .

" are convmced -are the certaln prognostrcators of storms and mischief.

‘We ‘had now near thlrty on'-the sick lst; and another Portug'rese ~

seaman died thxs evening.. . . .ol Tl

* At this: tlme the. Commodore Captam Towexs, of the Curacoa,
was about to’separate tr_om us, to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope:,
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Before he left- the flect; he gave a grand ball o board his frigate to

the ladies and gentlemen of his convoy, but more partieularly to those

on ,board‘ the ‘Metcalf. ,Tlre .sea was calm, - and :favourable for com-

_munication ; sky-rockets ‘were thrown 'in' the - evening - from. the
~Curagoa ; .and -the entertainment was conducted much to the safis-
faction of the visitors. . We on board the Hope were suﬂimently near

to hear the bands of music very. dlstlnct]y P ,
-On the 18th, large whales were seen rolhng about near. the Shlp ' .
One that appeared to be about 74 feet i in' length was almost:along-

side.us, -:and spouted water Ato-a,great,_he'lght., . The albatross birds

also appeared : -they. are of a large size; the wings extended measured

‘ ten or. twelve feet from t1p to tlp

Thursday, 23 May.: For the last four or ﬁve days, mdrcatlons
of an approaching gale wereapparent. - Porpoises and whales con-.
tmued to appear ; and the albatrosses and other Cape birds were nu-'

merous, flying about the ShlpS with great clamour. - The sea became |

" agitated ; .the swell, very, con51derable, frequently. breakmg over-the:
- quarter-deck The ship pitched and rolled so much, that it ias \vrtlr
great, difficulty, that we. could .keep any of- the dishes on ‘the table:
- during. dinnér. " This. day the sea ran high, -and the shlp Iabouredj o
‘V extremely, all 'hands were ordered on  deck, and every prepaxatxon :«
made for the expected storm. The. wmd blew hard all 'this day dnd

nlght and we salled at the rate of mne knots . The appearance of

the Ocean was truly, awful and grand -The- gale continaed on'the

24th; and, while.it was almost at its height of v1olence, a boatswaln s

_' mate of the name of ng fell from the rigging into the sea, and

as no assistance could . possibly be: aﬁ'orded ‘him, he was given up
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as Iost, but - he, \wth admirable presence:of - mind and resolutlon,
) selzed a TOpe | which hung from the shlp s side, and by 1ts aid was safe
on deck 1n an 1nstant . On the 25th, the gale was somewhat abated
and the weather cleared up’; but the sea continued in such a. state of

turbulence and agltatlon, that our dinner was very. 'uncomfortable ¢
some of our best dlshes were thrown oﬁ’ the table; and we should

‘ourselves have been ovexset had we not kept fast hold. . The weather'

contmued hmsterous unt\l the 2d of June. . On the. 3d,\ the. sea-was'

4r anquxl and some rain fell

Tuesday, 4 June Thls mornlnfr ever§ slnp in . the fleet: ﬁred &

royal salute in honour of his MaJestys birth- -day;; . and every sallor'-:

and soldxer re(,elved an addltlonal allowance- of glog Our-dinner: -

was ‘excellent ; the glass c1rculated freely, many ‘toasts,. as I' was in-.
formed bemg ahsolutely necessaxy to be honoured on 'this- occasion:®

The next morning; however I found certain symptoms, which:hinted

to me that T had honoured too many Yesterday, the Princess- Ameha‘?

, I)al ted from the ﬂeet We contmued s.nlmg for several. days at the’
~ rate. of elght knots On the 11th, at noon; we saw. Tand near False:

Cape and soon- afterwards had a distant view -of the. Cape of Good :
. -~ Hope, ‘and ‘its singular - -mountain. The Curagoa this day- left the

convoy, " and bore away for the Cape By her- we: had an oppor-z
~ tunity of sendmg lettertho England ' :

i The deaths on-board to thls time were as follows:

o JPortuguese and Lascars e R L1 :
SOldlCI‘S .. . - - FEHINENE -. 1w RIS PR
-»-S'ulor R -",4~- T RS RIS L

= Drowned ~one soldier. -« Cgrime e e ot

A poor Lascar was. commltted to the deep on the 92d The cere-

" monies’ ‘observed by his countrs men on this. occasmn were as' follows :
' The corpse, soon after the. spirit had depm ted, was washed with much

' care, and laid upon a clean sheet. * Some cotton-wool was' then put‘ ‘

into the ears; :eyes, and nostrils of the ‘deceased; and also into each

- hand. The body was then laid upon a platform, and lowered about

half-way down the ship’s side;. where it remained- whlle some prayers‘

were uttered ; which being ended, it was sewed up in a clean sheet

: and sunk in the sea, amidst the lamentations of ‘the survivors. -

'On the 27th, we entered the Mosamblque Channel, with a‘,ﬁne

'steady breeze. - We were not nea'r enongh’ to see any part of . ; the large

Island of Madagascar, which has hltherto S0 mlraculously escaped

B European colonization. 'We had now again arrived in the warm latl-‘_

tudes, being 15° South. - On the 29th, the thermometer stood at 85.

'Monday, 1 July.” 'We this day were off the small island of May-
otta. (of which I: made o drawmgs), which seemed a most beautlful
spot, ‘and . fo ‘rival i in’ luxunant scenery the island of Jo'mna, as de--
scribed by ' Sir William Jones - We contmued saxhng ‘with a fine
breeze for three weeks, " and on the 22d came n 51ght of. Ceylon.d

A melancholy accident happened on the 17th to James Fleld the

servant.of Mr. Hudson, first officer of the Hope he fell from the

~ main-top upon deck, had both his thlghs broken, and was otherwise

much bruised. Every assistance in the power of the medlcal gentle-
men on board was afforded him’ but he languished from severr until

twelve at night and then expired. He was a sober, modest, and -

- useful young man; respected by his ‘master and all who knew lnm,

and died regrettéd. To'me he had been umformly civil and attentive,
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_taking upon himself the care of my cabin, which he kept in the neatest
order. .- His funeral‘tookpilace the next day, when he was givén to
the .océan, amongst thef,sighs and sobs of somej‘particular friends;
and the sorrow. of all. - \/Iany a weather-beaten face bore the signs
of grief, and. tears filled ‘many an eye unused to the meltmg mood.”
I hope the reader. will pardon thls little tnbute to the memory of a

| young man, who had, and who deserved my’ esteem. ,

+ In .the. evening of .the 23d of Ju'ly, we had a clear »VleW of the
Island of Ceylon, bemg about four leagues distant from it. A soft

breeze from shore. brought with 1t the I‘lCh odour of cinnamon and =~

'~ other spices: -

‘,““j,‘ e e T e 7gent1ega1es .
: ,‘f;Fan'ni'n'g ‘their odoriferous wings, dispense
< Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole

-« Those balmy spmls .

the ﬁ'agrance ‘of the air, ‘and the coolness of the atmosphere, in the
absence of the'sun ; for, now the heat‘by»dey was become so intense,
that, had we not been i in contmual expectation of hmhng the Pagodas

of Madras 1t would Lave ploduced las51tude and ennui.  On Satur-

day, the 27th! of J uly,” ‘at four in the afternoon, the’ ﬂeet actually en- .

tered-Madras: Roads, and at six were safely moored

I continued on deck with' the oﬂicers on duty all tlus mght to enjoy
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- CHAP. III.

THE appearance of Madras from. the roads 1s new - and surprlzmg

o to the eyes of an Enghsbman The sky clear and cloudless ; the ™ |

sea of a deep green’; the beach covered wlth a crowd of strange
- figures, in singular dresses, their complexions exhibiting every shade
“of colour to which ‘the human race is subject —the pagodas, the
- temples, the fort, palaces, and pubhc buildings,. constructed to all
‘ appearance, of Parlan marble, all astonish the mind, and brmg to
- one’s recollection the fables of the Arabian Nights, and- the Tales
of the Genii. Dehghted with. this most enchanting v1ew,. I took

o up the pencil, ‘and sketched the scene from the village of St. Thdmé,

and the palace of the Nabob ‘of Arcot, including. the Governor’s
- palace; the banquet'mg house, the fort,.church, the pettah, or
| Black Town, to the custom -house, lncluswely‘, extendmg in a line
- from South-west to North- east between nine and ten mxles The
- back-ground 'is filled up “with Agentlemens country seats, here -
called ¢ garden-houses,” which are elegant edifices, with flat roofs,
and colonnades, or virandas, supported by tasteful pillars. The whole

- of the 'maeonry has the appearance of marble, on account of its.
| " ~being covered over with the Madras chunam, Awhich_fonns a plaster,
B
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or stucco, of the most shmm«r whiteness. The view terminates with
St. Thomas’s l\Iount, and mountains seen over the Black Town
~Soon after the ships had anchored 2 new and smprlzmg scene

commenced Boats, or craft mn fmm and mode of- navxgatlng very

different from any I had ever before seen, covered the roadstead. -
‘The larger are called Massula boats, and are employed by the go- :
vernment to attend all ships lylhg in the roads, -as 1t would be very |
dan«rerous for shlps boats to attempt to land at thls place, on- -
~account of the surf. . ' The: ‘Massula - boats brought persons called.

‘”;.'Dubashes on-board. - They were dressed in’ white muslm robes, and

. long trowsers ; on their feet they wore red slippers, and - their heads

were covered w1th large ‘turbans. - These: men-are ! of the Banman

cast, and came to offer their services .to the strangers on’ board as

mterpreters, factors,.to provide them with- servants, palanqums, pur-
chase” necessarles, exchange money, and transact all domestic affairs.
While they were on board they. conveised with the officers w 1th gr eat

' earnestness,’ sohcltmg, as I suppose,- thelr recommendatlon to the

passengers. ~ One was introduced to me, by one of my frrends, and

strongly recommended for his honesty, dllloenee, and expertness: in

~ dealing. : His name was Nullappy He was a O'enteel-looklng, slen- T

der, mlddle-aged man ;- his features regular and handsome, though

black; -his eyes qulck and mtel]lgent ‘his ears ornamented with -

. large gold ear-rings.  He wore a long muslin dress, and a large
‘white turban.” On his forehead was’ marked in three colours, the

cast to which he belonged. ‘Such was Nullappy. "On his introduc-

tion-he bent his -body very low, and 'touchedv-the‘decky with his: fore-
head; and the back of his hand, three times. - I‘engaged him during.

97

my residence at Madras, ‘and always found 'him’ gentle, I;aﬁent :

v attentive, ‘punctual, and. strictly honest.. An 1nfer10r descrlptlon of

persons came also on board, called Coolies. " These are - Hlndoos of

the fourth or labourmg class, and came to offer their serv1ces as por-

' ters, to take care of the luggage of prlvate persons, and to carry 1t

to its destmatlon

The other spemes of- craft which: came alon0'51de the Hope was a

| kmd of raft calleda Catamaran and’ man'rged by one, sometlmes’

two men, or boys . The catamarans ‘attend the Massula | boats, for

the . purpose of saving the lives of the passengers, -*in . case ofﬁ

- accident by the broachmg-to, or the swamplng of the ]atter vess

sel, which not unﬁequentl) happens..” For services of this. naturé

the catamaran men get medals, of which. they seem _]ustly proud

A correct v1ew of the Massula boats is given:in the Plate: < ‘These
“boats are flat- bottomed and built hxgh the. planks are sewed tocre-
‘ther with the fibres of the outward shell of the. cocoa-nut They are

manned by ten-or twelve men each,: who sit upon their haunches on

- poles placed across the boat -and use oars made of bamboo They

~ are in a perfect’ state of mature, with the exceptron of a piece of cot-

ton cloth, often of rather a’ scanty pattern, tied: round ‘the waist.

" Mus. Graham, in her hvely « Journal of a Resjdence’in India,” ob-
: serves, that this is “a. degree of nakedness which does not shock
one, owing to the dark colour of the skin, which, as it is'unusual

to European eyes, has the effect of dress.”” On their commencing‘

to ply their oars, they strike up a kind of song), or chaunt, which, as

.. they recede from the ship in a still evemng, has a pleasmg, though
.melancholy eﬁ'ect
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The catamaran is ‘of very sxmple constructlon It is composed

of three pleces of timber, fastened together by ropes made of the
outward husk of the cocoa-nut, the middle-: piece belng the largest

and.rather;lower, in thewater than -the-other two; ‘the whole in.

'length:about 't’en or twelve, feet. The men sqquat. down.-on their

heels, with short paddles of bamboo. . They keep close to the Mas-

sula boats, regardless of the sarf, 'which continually: drenches them, - '

" “and sometlmes oversets their raft; but they lmmedlately re-mount it,.
,havmg strmgs fastened to the tlmbers at one end, and to their wrlsts
"attheother ] T RS S PN T

On Monday the 29th of J uly, I accompanled some of the ofﬁcers

and cadets on’ shme in a Massula boat, under a burning sun. We did

not land at the usual place, but to the Westward of: the fort, near

the. palace of- the governor. I took the opportumty, ‘however, to-

deliver a ]etter to a gentleman i in’ ‘the Company’s service, whose office |

was in, Fort St George This gentleman was Capt. Bisse, a native of

Hereford, assistant to the quartermaster-general (whose office is within

* Fort.'St. George), who gave me the most friendly and polite receptlon
I hope he will pardon the hberty I have: taken -with" his name, and
accept my. warmest thanks for-the friendship and attention I re--
ceived from him and his' famlly during my continuance at Ma-
dras. His. house was the rendezvous of persons of rank and taste;
by his means I was ‘introduced “to' families of the greatest respect-
ability ; and, if my stay at this Pre51dency was rendered pleasmg by

-~ the attentlons Irecelved and ‘instructive by - the information I ob-
“tained, I owe much to Captam Bxsse, his amlable famlly, and

‘friends. -

M »~.

’ 29 .
"‘—‘::‘After‘»a Jfa’tiguing walk ‘to the beach, I returned on board the

_,‘Hope to dinner ; ‘having: volunteered twice through - the dangers of

‘the surf. The next day my ‘trunks-and baggage were stowed in. a
Massula boat ; and,; with several officers of the ship, I went on shore.
All the passencrers were now arrived at the end of their voyage; and-

it'was’ with consulerable regret I parted from persons w1th whom I

- had lived ‘for five months. in- as. comfortable a manner as. c1rcum-. g

. stances would permit;: and with ‘whom I" had shared the perils of a’

long voyage. -
. The heat was now become intense, and the thermometer.stood |
at néar 100. I envied the luxury enjoyed by’ the catamaran men, of -
ibeing - washed by the sea every four or-five mmutes " We Pushed

through the surf. withsome difficulty, and landed on the beach,

among an lmmense crowd of the natives, who were extremely trou-~'

_blesome with their solicitations for employment. After my trunks.

had gone through the usual examination at the Custom- house, they
were’ safely stowed i in an apartment which- Captain Pendelgast allot-
ted me- in - his house on :the Black Town beach. Hu'e I rested ;
for the hurry and confuswn on and after. our dlsembarkatlon made
a llttle quiet and retlrement very grateful to me.

| 'MAI')R,A'VSV.‘

As our contmuance at Madras Would be but for a short time, I

was deSIrous to see as much of it, and of the nexghhourmg large
vxllages, as poss1ble Notw1thstand1ng my predllectlon for pedes--
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tnan exercise, and which my late disuse of it made still more desire-

c...:;;‘...:n_x;«u—,.-.::
7, Clard dirav?

,able, I was under the necessity, partly on account of the extremer

heat, but more in compliance Wlth ethuette and the custom of the -

place, to ‘hire' a palanquin and bearers to carry me in my visits, ,

My dubash soon procured this convenience; and the first use I made" . \3
~of it was to call on my friend Captain Bisse, at his oﬁice in the Fort: A%
1 found it at first rathe;‘ disagreeable to be borne by men in this ve- B !
‘hicle ; but use soon:rn(‘:ohciled me to it. From the Fort, where I ‘ \3}

found the Captmn waltlng for me, we ploceeded in his carriage to \\§
hls country-house in the village of St. Thomé ‘(or- Thomai), by a \\) :

- dehghtful road, shaded from the sun by large trees. This house 2l
| was built by Colonel Capper, the geographer; and, as it affords a fair . : :

speumen of such buildings in this country, though it is much supe- \\ § ,

rior to what are generally called garden-houses, a short. description N

may not be dlsagreeable to the reader.. The style of architecture is ‘ ,\§ {

»

peculiar to the country and climate. The entrance is ornamented by
an elegant POI‘thO, supported by pillars, from which' a magnificent
viranda is continued round the building. = This is the feature which

Lindo o2 A by Lo, Dy L aned oA KPP
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externally dietinguishes the Eastern mode of constructing residences.

All the plllnrs which bear the roof of this colonnade, as well as those

AT i

supportmg the portico, are covered with the chun'lm, which glves
them the appearance of polished marble. In the interior the floors

are covered with rattan mats. The wmdows are not glazed but are

furnished with a kind of curtain formed of the sweet-scented koosa

grass, and drawn up on rollers: during the hot winds these are let
down, and continually watered, which operation keeps the rooms

cool, and the air, passing through the koosa mat, diffuses an agree:

[y
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able odour. ‘In the dining and sitting apartments there are also
machines. fixed at the top, called punka’s, which are large fans, kept
in contmu'tl motion overhead, producmg an effect very agreeable and
refreshmg Every church, court of justice, and all places of public
resort, are furnished with the punka. Dinner- was served at seven -

o’clock in a splenaid,éaloon, lighted up by numerous -v]a'rn'ps burning

‘cocoa-nut oil ; and e were attended by many servants, -all dres)sed

in, the, Eastern  costume. After a -very agreeable’ evemng, I \ms)

taken to. my. apartments in the Black Town, in Mr. Bisse’s caruatre, '

“at eleven o’clock. I could not help ruminating a lonO‘ tlme, before

sleep . visited me,’ ‘on the strange scenes I had in so short a time’

mtnessed _on the d1ﬂ°erent appearance of the human ch'tracter n

different’ chmates, and on the diversity of manners,’ customs, and

opinions,. prevalhng among the descendants of Adam.:
- The houses in Madras, as well as the gardeu houses in the
country, are all'flat-roofed, and very syeldom of more than one story

in height. People often give their entertainments on - those roofs,

; ivhere the gﬁestS'sit covered with an awning. The Bungalo\vs are

1oferior re51dences, with a thatched roof of cocoa or palm-tree leaves,
having mvanably a viranda ; and these dwellings are very frequently

‘ constructed with great taste and elegance

The populatlon of Madras, including the nelghbourmg villages,

~ must be- very great. - Those villages are, at all times, so crowded

with- people, ~that they resemble the country towns in England
durlng thelr fairs, The Black Town at Madras i is inhabited by the
abongmal Hindoos, Portuguese, English, Chlnesc, Persmns, Ara-

blans, Armemans, and natlves of almost all the other Eastern nations.



.The dmor.ning after‘-'my visit tq Mr. Bisse I s'alli'ed. out at five
o’clock, and dn‘ected my course to the village of St. Thomé. - T pro-
' ’ ceeded from the Black Town, along the esplanade, passed by one

of the bazaxs, or market-places, and in about half an hour’s’ ‘walk

along a most delightful road, ‘reached the Govefnor’s palace.’ In-

«  the lawn the grooms were exercxsmg several strm«rs of beautiful Ara-

b b1an horses.” Here I had an opportumty of taking a ‘sketch of the
' -‘_,Banquetmg-house, erected by Lord Pow1s ‘when he was Governox“

. ‘." of. thls Pre51dency Ttisa handsome bulldmg, of the Ionic order: 5
and is sald to ‘be an exact copy ‘of the Temple of Paestum near

"Naples “From this place the -road leads - by the: ‘Nabob of Arcot’s
palace and gardens Thi‘s‘ retreat is embosomed in trees, ‘and al-

most concealed from the traveller’s gaze.. When I approached  the

entrance into* the Nabohs grounds, several noble. elephants were
brought out’ for exerc1se, obJects equally new and mterestmg to an

‘European These creatures appeared in high condltlon and were

~ attentwely ol)edlent to. every word, and even motlon, of then‘ ‘con-'
ductors;; some of them were twelve feet in hewht L had ‘been
‘informed that the Nabob frequently let out hrs elephants for hire,
to swell the pomp and grandeur of marnage processmns in the

_nelghbourhood-—-and thls I afterwards witnessed.—After a very plea-‘

sant walk of several mlles, 1 returned to the Blick Town befme '

breakfast.  The ‘remainder of the day was spent in mal{mg ob-:
servations on the scene before me, ---dlsplaymg the hurry and bustle

) mculental to a large crty, and acted by persons who, in the eyes of ,

a spectator accustomed only to the crowds of Cheap51de or of Fleet-‘ S

' street would have appeared to be in masquerade Tall men, wrth

33

black faces, immense turbans, ‘large ear-rings,‘ white muslin robes,

~and red :slippers,: rriOVillg along with a singular gait, mlngled with

world, formed a 'picture so: whimsical and- surprizing, that it re-

(quired sonie effort’in"the mind to believe it a reality. . While I sat

' fothérs in the-different costumes of almost all the nations in the

under’a.viranda, gazing at this varying spectacle, and musing on the -

: .'dlﬂ'erent destmles of .nations and of men; I was recalled from my
-~ reverie by my’ friend - Mr. H. the chief officer of the Hope, who
‘ asked.me to come and ¢ take tiffin” " with him. -On requlrmg an

explanation of this term, néw to me, I was answered, that, as the

- very late, it was become an ‘universal custom to. takea refreshment,

‘about one or two o’clock;..and, this refreshment i is called tiffin, - It is
*_in fact the real dinner; consisting of fish, " curfies, meat, frult por-

fter, ‘wines, &e:  We ‘took our repast at the hotel, a l'n'ge and hand-
., some burldmg in the Black Town, well frequented by the gentlemen

1n “the Company s sérvice: Here we were “annoyed" by fellows who

carried about toys and ‘trinkets for sale. The most -curious artlcles

they. produce are made of petrlﬁed tamari.nd wood. - This wood 1s

found  in immense qu'mtrtles in' the v1llage of “Treevickery, near
: ‘-Pondlcherry, where it_seems -many hundred tamarmd trees are ‘seen
on'and in the ground and in the bed of a river, completely petrr-r

. fied. The specrmens we. saw were ver y beautlful and capable of tl}e

2
;-

lnghest pohsh , o
On the 3d of August I Jomed a party in an excursion to St. Tho-

formal dinner-hour ‘was, -:among: " people - of consideration in India, .

mas’s l\’.[ount, about seven’miles from Madras. This little j journey

F - “ . \‘

. _.was performed in:a' vehicle called a bandy, or hacltery." These are.



34

of j!:seve‘ral‘ size,s"jj‘s'ome ,A are -drawn by one hiorse, : or twbihlrlloeksf; B
some by two horses ;. and arejornamented aceording to th_e' taste and
wbility of ,the.proPrietors In general " however, fthe) are caleulated:

to earry but one person. . The voad to the Mount:is one of -the ; most
beauhful and pleasant that can be, lmagmed Itiis smooth’ and level; .
covered with fine.red sand, and’ completely shaded by cocoa, banian,
and other trees. - About half way, a monument has’ been erected
to the memory; of the late Marquis. Cornwallls, which does not- seem |
to. me to be worthy of ‘the;subject it professes to commemorate.: “The _
site s not well chosen, -and the: execution is in‘a’bad taste. Ttis;

howeve_r, the ohJect, of th_e daily. vrsrt, Q. rather the boundary, of;'th'é,.

daily. 1ide, . of -all the gay and idle people of {Madras. The road was
crowded with ® éarriages of all desciiptions's - the: bandies, howevé'r;
were by far the ‘most . pumerous. i Black Merchants, 'Armenlans;

Persians,  on httle horses; ornamented with small bells, and covered N
with rich housings, or body: cloaths, ndmg with: theu: kriees up to’
the saddle-bows, on - ‘account of their  short, stm‘ups, 'exhxbxted a”

specimen of horsemanslup truly absurdand ridiculous. " To’ add to

the pomp' of the riders; : both in: earrlages and on horseback, persons

in gay dresses are’ “employed to. run’ before them, in the:characters
of running foofmeén.- - When they successxvely arrived at Lord Corn-
wallis’s - monument or. cenotaph as it 1s most- usually, though' I

think not very properly, called, they paraded around it- untrl they had

seen every body, or thought it time: to return. - When we' left the

monument, and proceeded towards the Mount, the crowd was much

dmuurshed ; and, at the distance of. about a mile further, .we’ came

to a handsome bridge, where we saw a great'numb_er of black peﬁ_oplev

employed in washing linen; which- they‘aftei'walds carri‘e‘d‘ on’ asses -
_to Madras Ina v1llage 51tuated at the foot of St. Thomas s Mount

~ we noticed many schools, all’ full of boys, who are- taught to read

‘and write by the 51mple and expeditious mode which'has béen lately

mtroduced in: England by Dr. Bell,: ‘and, it issaid,- lmproved by.

J oseph Lancaster But the orlgm of ‘this mode of: teachmg is of very_ :

* remote antiquity in- Indla " Lieutenant’ Connell, with whom we

breakfasted at :his' bungalow, : very pohtely conducted us - to the top

i of the Mount safter we had visited the barracl(s "Near the summit

Isa neat. Cathollc chapel ‘in thecare ‘and under the: mlnrstry of a-

jolly Portuguese Padre,.or Przest who, notmthstandm«r severe ex- .

ercises . .of - -watching - and fasting, exlnbrted a fine rosy countemnce

and a most capacious rotundity of person, so that I could not help sus~

. pectmg that the- holy father sometunes indemnified himself for all hls

mortifications by a hberal enjoyment of the good things of this world.
He shewed us his little chapel, its pictures and its ornaments, with
great kindness, cwlht) , and. good -humour: A small fort stands

* near the chapel from' the top of which we had some beaatiful views.

" On the one side, - over the charmmg, plain we hadftmversed, ‘we saw

the town of Madras, Fort St. George '(vvhich has at -this distance
a grand_ an_d'imp‘osingfappear’ance),x the roads with the shipping at
anehor,'jand the boundless Ocean. On the westérn side, a vast ex-
tent of 'cou'ntry presented itself, extending‘ to the Gauts, or rnountains
beyond Arcot and Vellore, and mcludmg part of the Mysore country N
The sky belng clear, . and the climate warm and dry, free from ex- -
halations, we could see much further than the heavy and humid at:

mosphere;/of ,England.\vrll permit ‘the sight to reach. The plains
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were. sprmkled with v1llages, tanks, temples, and’ pagodas ; ‘but I |
. looked in’ vain-for that cheerful verdure and rlch fohage whlch n thls -

season dlstmgmsh the valleys of my natlve country. -

" 'We returned to Madras by two o’clock. After our txfﬁn, we were

enteftained, and- indeed -surprized, by the: feats - ‘of some Indian
Jugglers, of which I may in thé sequel give a short.account.. I had
an opportunrty,lthrs evening, of witnessing a splendld ball'at the Go-

vernment-house, where: I presume all the beauty ‘and fashion of ‘

Mudras -were concentrated ; .and I was indeed much gratlﬁed by

the appearance of a great number of my lovely countrywomen, -who

dxspldyed their charms :to gleat advantage n the ‘mazes. of the,'

sprxghtly dance and, though! the. day had - been e*{tremely hot .the

mght arr, assisted by the punka and the watered koos: mats, kept a -

crowded apartment in tolerable ﬁeshness AT S
“After amusmg myself some time in VlerIIO‘ and admmng this
'spectacle at which I did. not percelve any constderable person of

- colour assxstmg, I returned to' my ap'u'tment

~ . Thenext mormng I walked to the village of Tl'l’ggo__ng‘a_lee,v takmg.

sketches ,of such obJects as ‘I' thought worth remembermg on the

way.. :Thisis a large and populous village, containing many temples -

and - pagodas. .- After passing. through it, I left the road, to'visit’a’
vthicket or grove of cocoa- trees, which I perceived"at a short dista'nce
On entering the ~grove, I was annoyed by a‘smell extremely noisome
and offensive :_ at the same, time a thick smoke aroseé not far from me.
On 'tpproachmg it, I found several ] personsassembled ‘around’ what

- proved to be.a funeral plle Three bodies lay on!it nearly covered

thh g leaves, ‘were then ‘burning; and "had “been in a’state: of

~
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combus'tion all night For the mformatlon of such of my readers as

_ may not be acquamted with the manners and customs of the Hindoos;

I will copy an account of the celemomes used on the deatli of: one of

V_these people, from M. Craufurds very- curious and entertaining
AL Sketches relating to. the History,. Rehglon, Leaxmno' and Man-.

ners ofthe Hindoos.” = o070 a0k o

- & The funelal obsequles are always performed at night,. generally
[ rnthln twenty-four hours after decease; .and the heat of the climate
¢ renders it necessary not to delay them. - -As soon as a-person’ dles,

¢ .advice 1 1s sent to all the relatlons and those: who live in the nelgh-

o« bourhood repalr to the house,: to condole .with the famlly, and at-

“tend the faneral.: A Brahman ‘presides’over:the ceremony, - -and

¢ all the: kmsmen who are to assist at it'shave and wash themselves.

-« The Brahman, havmg likewise performed his ablutions, blesses and

“ punﬁes the: house, sprinkling it with consecrated water. . : The prin-
c cipal relation or ‘mourner, addressmg hlmself to *the dead, -calls
Kz out his name; and, Wxth those - present ‘joins. the ‘Brahman in

« praylng the Gods to be favourable to him. - The prayer being ended

o« they perform a kind of sacrifice’ with a-fire made of the” sacred

¢ grass, koas, into which they throw 1 1ncense, and the ashes of burnt

o« cow-dung The Brahman® agam repeats several. pra.yers ; a barber

¢« shaves the deceased ‘and- pares ;bis nails; . after which, the. as-

“ sistants wash the body, rub it with the dust of sandal wood, - paint

¢ on the forehead the mark * of the cast, and cover it ‘with a ‘clean

_fFfrobe It is then placed on a! palankeen adorned. w1th flowers;
¢ and, preced_ed by persons with large trumpets .and Zam-tams, or

* This will be explained hereafter.



« formance of. the funerai rites, whlch 1s always at: some dxstance

e from the towns. : The relations and fnends follow it; and when,
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£¢. small drums, it 1s carried to the .ground destined -for ‘the per-

4¢-the processxon arrives near to the funeral ° plle, the: corpse 1s put

i down, and a’sacrifice is performed to the agrial spmts, oi-genii of

% any signs T of life; it is .placed on. the pile, and one of the’ relations,

% the place.. After the body has been exammed to see-if ‘there be

‘< khavmg a torch given to him by a Brahman, sets fire to it; with his
“ back turned towards the corpse. . The others assist in lighting it 5

¢ some- are employed. in .burning perfumes;- and‘all make: lamen:

¢ tations, or repeat prayers, accompanied by the Zain-tams and: ‘other

Ww ot s TN (S R v e

¢¢ ipstruments. A sacrifice is -afterwards: performed to the manes of

¢ the deceaséd, which is repéated on. the same- spot for. several days

¢ successively. \'Vhen the pile is Imrnt out, they sprinkle the. ashes

“ with milk and: consecrated water. . The bones are gathered up with

i great care, and. put into an earthen vase,.which is kept until an

} ¢ opportunity. be found of throwmg it, if posmble, into’ the Gana-es,' ,
e or, if that be at tao great a. dxstance, ‘into some other sacred'

e nver*” / S TR AL | .
- There were several tombs, some neatly omamented others plain,

near this place, which I soon left, as the scene was very. u.nplea.sant

1 was this day conducted to' see -the tomb of a young prince, said
to have been ‘the. nephew of the- present Nabob of Arcot, - which’ 13:
situated ahout two. miles from Madms, near the v1]lage of St Thomé,
A sforyis in circulation, that the’ deceased did not come fau‘ly by his’

death : howevér that may be, the place - -of his rest (for hlS corpse is

o Sketches, vo} L p. 33

said to be deposited here) is carious ‘and interesting. . In the centre -
of a square. platform, elevated on ‘all - sides three steps from- the

- ground;  a.small ‘tombis erected, thhm which the body is laid.

The whole platform is covered by a Taof, supported by elegant’ P11~ -
lass, nearly surrounded by cocoa-trees..” Many of the natives were

i sitting on the steps, and some are always walkmg about thzs ‘build-

ing, seemingly with a view - to guard the place from" intrusion. T

~ was informed that no- stmnger is permittedd ‘to- approich . the tomb.

It i is formed of stone, with some neady«cawed embellishments.

 On Sunday, I attended Capt ‘Pendergrass: and another gentleman {
to church, We went in our. palanqums into Fort St. Gdarge, passing
through a handsome square, in which stands a marble statue of the
late. Marquis Cornwallis. -~ On approaching the chureh, I was much
surprized to find a great number of workmen ‘engaged in- bunldmg

"and slating a house in the neighbourhood, even: during’ the ime of

divine service. | A great many carriages and palanquins were already

near. the church-doors, -and we :found, the' church very full.” The

ladxes formed a Jarge part of the conwregatwn. A 6oon’after we weré
seated, a band of military music was heard; announcing the approaeh

- of.. the Go\%efnor, Sir Gnonca: HiLARO‘ Barvow, . Bart, K. B.

escorted by hts guards, and accompamed by his aides-de-camp, the

Jatter i in full umfarm On their enh'y into the ‘thurch, the banad

ceased, and a voluntary was performed on the' organ, whlle the Go~
vernor took }ns seat ona chair of state under a canopy. The ladies

‘ “occupied. the’ centre of the church, on one. side. the Companys
“naval oﬁicers were Tanged and on the . ather. the mxhtary officers,
8 all in complete umform In the course of the service the 104th



Psalm was"sung,by}about forty clla'rity 'ehildren, vn'eatly' dressed in

~ white jackets, accompanied by the organ. - And’ near these children

I percewed, with the most sincere pleasure. and satrsfactlon, about \

: twenty young Native Semales, who were instructed in'the’ Chrxstlan
religion :* they beliaved, with the greatest decorum, and seemed very

a'ttentive’—-‘th‘eir black hair-neatly: hanging down, and their 'whi te.

dresses, contrasted with that and their dark complexron, “afforded a’

most 1nterestmg spectacle Thls little .incident encouraged me to
look forwald i the time when the system of casts “shall be destroyed
among ‘the. Hindoos = until that epocha arrives, Chrlstramty cannot
~ be introduced with any stccess, -and no change can take place m the

moral condition of the aborlgmal natives of Hmdostan

. The heat. was “very oppressive ‘this  day ;- -and: though the punka -V

was kept in continual motion, and produced a current of air; yet the

heat, and the: crowded state: of the church, rendered my s1tuatlon .

almost 1ntolerable.

.- T was much surprlzed th'\t no othel memoual was to be found in

this church of the late’ Lady Gwrllrm, the wife: of Sir Henry Gwil-

lim, one of the’ Judges of the Supreme Court of Justlce at l\ladras A

than- what was- mscrxbed ona plam flat stone near the entrance into

thie church. - She was a’ lady possessed of great aequlrements, and;
in her youth;’ ‘much admired for her beauty She was a natrve of .

Hereford and died near Madras a few years since.

After the service, I was carried in niy palanqum to Mr. Bisse’ s7

house, near St. Thome Here 1 fouud several ladies and gentlemen, -

with- whom I took tlﬂin About tlnee o clock the strangers departed

and Mr. Bisse conducted ‘me, under a large umbrella, to v1srt the .-

a1

: tomb of a Mussulman srtuated near. the road It ‘was an mterestm«r

-subject for the pencil, ‘highly- ornamented with a - droopmg cypress

hanglng over it, and almogst surrounded w1th trees. A small -tank

* of  water .was near, for the purposes of ablutlon.. Mes;rs Daniel’s

elegant work contains ' several engravmgs -of these very ‘beautiful

3 memonals of the dead, so - common in India. - :In our ramble we |
’came toa sequestered spot niear a grove: of cocoa-trees, where we

found a number of the natlve Hindoos, - men’ women'-and . chil-

dren, all seated in their manner on' the ground, talnng their simple

_repast of rice. ~ They formed acircle, and the ricé was served to them

- . onclean leaves, which they. conveyed to théir mouths ivith the thumb

and fingers of the 7ight hand only. " They all ceased eating” while
weJooked at them, . seemingly. under some apprehension of being in- .
sulted ; but we endeavoured'immediately*to remove  this impression,
by giving them | the salam, which they  returned . vith pleas_ure ‘and
Tespect. ~ On our retiring, they resumed their attitudes, and con:
tinued their ‘repast. .- Mr. Bisse*in'formed 'me, ‘that had we. of-
fered to taste the'ir.rice; or even touched it, they would all have x'ise_n;

and ‘walked away.. . Tt was six o’clock when we returned to Mr. Bisse’s

“house; after a pleasant walk, chiefly: under. the shade of: trees. = An

elegant dinner was setved ‘at séven ; at ten we! took tea: and coffee;
and at eleven Ileft my friend’s house, after a very agreeable evenmg,

nhvened by the conversation [of. Mrs. Bisse and her daughter, and
the enqulsrte performance by the latter of - some charming’ lessons
on the piano-forte,” On' my-Vay home, T met, in the village of Trin-
comalee, one of the processions so frequentin this country. - The crowd
was imrnense 3 strange figures were carried along, 'aécompaxlied with

.. Y
G -
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the horud braymg of then large trumpets, the noise of thc tam=-
tams;-&c..-:On". makmg inquiry; 1 was' ‘informed that thls was-a
‘ceremony performed.inhonour of the god Siva.” ' :

-*i2i0ne day I entered’ the Supremex Court ‘of Justlce in the Tort A
three: Judges: 'sat on the Bench; Sir T: A: STRANGE bemg the Chlef

This ' scene was truly curious :ithe htlgants were Natives, as well as

most -of the -inferior officers-of the ‘court::: Interpreters were em:
ployed in: the examination. of witnesses, in every case.- The 'eagerness
and;zanxiety -depicted ‘in ' ithe :countenances “of .the auditors,: would

have induced one almost to'imagine that they.were all parties inter=

ested.; “But it is the natural 'inclination of .these people to see right
take place’ and oppression punished. . It:is this sentiment, probably, .

whichirenders ,the:c'o‘urt_s of:.jdsticé.j'so_. much 'crowded here: i The heat

wWas'so’ gre'at'that 'it‘beeamé almost . inSupportable ‘and  the ‘court o

broke-up at two'o clock +The mosqultoes were at this tlme very trou-

' blesome tO me Ll ;f 'l,"..s;s;: ;r

< Iwas very. desuous of e*camlnlng the stleets, temples, and build-

mgs,;of. the .vxllage.of_ St. Thomé, more ‘particularly than ‘I had hi= o

therto. done ;. especially-as I.had’been 'AinfOrmedﬁ that many: festi‘}als

were annually celebrated therey of several days” duration each, in ho-

nour.of | Siva.z: St.. Thomé is also’ distinguiShed'fox' the: m'any schools

it contams for the-education of. boys “The® v111age s chleﬂy inha<

bited. .by Bramins;. whose houses are, in general “very neat ; -though

_ some-of: ‘them are expenswely and elegantly built and ornamented
A particularly the: -residence Iof::the -chief Bramm near the - great
~tank.. . llf[r..'Bisse ’kindly. attended:: me- in this’ eXcursion’. " After,

makingisome : sketches,: we' visited the schools;" and -as:from’ this:
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country Dr. Bell introduced - ‘the -system .of . expeditious lnstrdctibn,

- now. so: generally adopted " in. ‘Eogland, . which. system. 1s: said - to

have been .improved by Mr..J oseph Lancaster, I shall take a shiort
view of. the subJect from authors more. competent to .the descrlptlon
than myself S s e ‘;,a S NI ST

A.fter just notlcmg that' Pzeho del’: Kzlle lS the ﬁrst tmveller
who mentxoned any:thing'of the Madras method of tultlon, I beg'
leave to.inform the reader, that what follows-is chiefly itaken from
Mr Craufurd’s: ¢ Sketches :; ;] g .
.. %¢ The usual education of hovs consists' in . teaching them to. read

¢¢ and write. .. Theré. are schools:in all the tosvns’ and prmmpal vil-

¢ lages. - The masters are. Brahmans The place’ where the boys. are

‘ taught is generally a pandal or room ‘made of the ‘beams: and leaves
“ of the palm-tree. The boys sit on mats on-the floor. - They write

“ on leaves, generally of the palm-tree, with a pointed iron instru-

« ment ~with which, properly speakmg, they engrave: the leaves

s are ‘cut into long regular stripes," ‘about an inch broad : being of a
¢ thick substance, and smooth ‘and hard surface,’ they may be kept
« for almost any space- of tlme, and the letters have the advantage
« of not bemg liable to be eﬁ'aced or grow falnter Thelr books
¢ one end are tied loosely together Those who wr1te hold in the
s Teft hand the: book;’ ‘and:in- the other the steel ‘bodkin;,. or instru-
¢ ment with which: they make an 1mpressmn on the ]eaf ‘But théy
& frequently begm by maklng letters and ﬁgures with their fingers in
3 sand spread on the floor, and: sometimes . learn’ to calculate with

s shel]s and "pebbles. - l\/Ir Zlegenbalg, a Danish mlsswnary, who



made so great a prof ciency’in the Tamoul ‘or Mdlabm language,
« says, that he and his! colleague 'Mr. Plutchau, began to_learn’it;

. by attending 'the instruction gwen to the children, and writing "

4% inthe sand with their ﬁnoers, ‘after the dictation of the master ;
< by which means t/zey learnt 20 read and write at the same time.
“ When the book or writing, Is' ﬁmshed they sometlmes rub the

4 Jeaves with'a black: powder;: which, ‘filling up-the incisions; ren-

¢ ders the’ letters more consplcuous “In" some . parts of Ind:a they f

« someumes wnite on leaves with ink,: and on paper w1th a pen

emade of 2 small :reed.” —To this mode of wntmg, Sir. William

Joues alludes, ‘in: hiz Ode to Se aswaty, the wife of Brimha, who;

in the Hindoo mythology, is the patroness of Imagmatxon and In-
ventmn, of Harmony and. Eloquence B

’ . " T fix the ﬁymg sense” R EE e
s Of: words, thy. daughters, by the varied lme, n .
T 4. (Stupendous art!) was thine ;... o
.1 % Thine! with Zke poznted reed, -
f ol «To givé primeval Trath:
CoE Th’ unfading bloorn of youth
. And pamt on deathless leaves high V)rtues meed
Jta o < Far Sclence, heav u-born clnld
! s And playful l‘ancy on thy bosom sm!l’d S

Gzrls are. never seen at pubhc schools ;- they recexve theu' mstruc— 'a

n. any tlung more. than the’ dutxes prescrrbed to them by their. rell- :
| glon their’ bemg tautrht to read and wnte 18 very. rare. . But we ©
_must except that class of females called Ram jannees, or dancmg-gxrls,

' who are. attached to the temples ; These are: mstructed in readmg,

wrltmg, musw, and languages, " as. well as dancmg

'The boys in.the’several schools we visited, repeated theu‘ lessons

aloud ; :and with great readlness,c_opledy our:names,. in our own cha-

~ racter; on their leaves, which they afterwards presented to us.. I'did
not at that time know that the Madras method of teaching had been 7 .

mtroduced 1nto England After \wtnessmg a processwn, we returned

to Mr Bxsse s mansmn to. dlnner

- Mrs. Graham, in her entertammg Journal seems ; to condemn ’

tl]e mode of llvmg among -the-ladies at Madras, on .account of . its

'msxpldxty, monotony, and 1ndolence She. had,. undoubtedly, more

opportumhes and . greater. facrhty of observmg and- mlxmg W1th

female society than myself yet I.had the honour of; bemg intro-

“duced to. -many paltles of mixed company but 1 never thnessed that
languor and m51p1d1ty of whlch she compla}ns I one day dined at
the superb garden-house of General Trepaud,: where :-I met a very
elegant company ‘of ladies. and gentlemen The weather was . ex-

tremely warm ; the insects very. troublesome several frotrs, .and one

. small poxsonous serpent,; made their Way into the saloon i in which we

~were assembled yet the evemng passed away in the most llvely and

agreeable manner - One. lady, who possessed a most melodious vmce,
sang and played. several airs ;. and two other ladles entertamed the
company with some beautlful lessons on the plano-forte The 1nter-
vals were ﬁlled up thh the sprlghtly conversatxon of the ladles, or
_the more 501ent1ﬁc remarks - of the general and hls frlends The

llghtmng all thls evenmg was so extremely v1V1d as to be percelved

notwithstanding. the rooms were lighted »up in the /most br;llrant'

iR
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ments comp‘aratlvely' comfortable.  As I returnéd home'in my; palan- -
quin, I could not' help thlnklng what confusionthe intrusion of frogs "
and serpents into.a fashionable - rout in London would - have ‘made;

whlle here no one: seemed’ alarmed or even' surpnzed ‘but myself

~On the Sth of August I visited the Governor’s palace ; and, ‘on ‘V |

a proper mtroductmn, was received: by 'Lady - ‘Barlow - in’ the most

pohte and condescendmg manner.: Li: was perrmtted to'iview the

principal apartments } ‘and. afterwards the interior. of -the celebrated-

banquettlng—house (built by Lord Powis)," Whlch is fitted: up‘in'the
hlghest style of: magmﬁcente From the ‘upper’ rooms T had an 0p-

portumty of- sketchmg several views: scen from thence to the best ad- \‘
vantage, partlcularly the Nabob of Aicot’s palace and gardens " The-
lower Toom is Surrounded: by a gallery, from which are suspended a

O‘I‘E'lt number of. lamps “and lustres 1na very elegant taste Tlnsv

noble saloon hils accommodated 200 persons at dinnet: - While I was

employed in drawmg, Lady Barlow, with attention mseparable from |
true’ dlgmty, sent me tea; oﬁ'ee, 'md other ‘tefreshmeénts ; and T
" left tlns place w1th the most grateful sense of her Ladyshlp s kind- -

ness and condescensron i L

I had hltherto met with no artlst by professmn at or near Ma= - o
dras ; but the day after my. visit to the palace I was mtroduced to -
Mr. 005 sellzs, a m1n1ature por tra1t-pa1nter, wllo resided in the v1llage o
of Persewachum, a few ‘miles from Madras Tlns gentleman was

formerly a mlhtary oﬁicer n the Company s service ; but h1s passmn '

penc1l I was happy to ﬁnd that he had been successful beyond hxs :

expectatlons “His price: for- mlmatures was forty- guineas, and: h¢
had "as' much employment as he desired. . “His collection of prctures
' drawmgs, miniatures, &c. .was vely consxderable, and’ two hours 0!
my time were ‘most agreeably taken up 1ntheir mspectxon and - hi
conversation. I dined this day 4t the house of a géntleman in the vil-
lage of : Persewachum {The Hindoo servant of this gentleman had a
daughter just married. *The man requested- permxssxon of ‘his master

to'introduce’ the bride and bridegroom ‘to the - ‘company,‘a customary

. indulgence. This was granted and the partiés; attended by the bride’ s

fatheriand a female compamon, or rather playfellow, for néither of

- the ladies appeared to be above ten years ‘old, - ‘entered the dining-

apartment with’ much celemony The brldes ‘hair was- neatly

~ plaited up’; she wore rings in her e ears, and oneé in her nose, a gaudy

necklace encircled her neck her arms were decorated with bracelets,

. and her ancles were' adorned with similar ornaments. - Her-dress was
- of-a’ dark-coloured muslin; and: her. whole appearance was- ‘appro-
priate.- She was presented to’ each ‘of the guests .who dld not. fail to
1eward her courtesv w1th some’ rupees “Her features were pleasmg,
- but: exhibited the most artless s1mphcrty When she:had" recelved

the o{fenng and congratulatlons of all the company, she retired, with

her attendant to a'corner ‘of the room, where théy. both ' squatted

_down, countmg, and surveymg with great: pleasure, the treasure

whlch had been collected ‘The father-had retired ; but he soon re-

- turned, with garlands of odonferous ﬂowers, and Wlth humble obei- -

sances, - hung one around the neck of every person present as an

acknowledgement for the attentlon shewn to hlS daughter and her

N husband — ¢ The marriage ceremonies among these people are: both
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¢ ‘tedious and. expenswe. Although the match be prevmusly agreed
¢:on’ by the parents, the. f'lther of the boy goes, with much forma-
¢ lity, and demands’ the girl fer his son. - The. answér is returned
¢ with equel ceremony ; and many preliininery, forms being observed;
- ¢'the day of marriage isfixed. Itis celebrated at the _hous'_e of the
¢ bride. Besides the usual;reome for recéiving visitors; a large area

¢ is covered, and formed into a: pandal" or great ternl;()rary'hall
¢ which is lined with white lmen, or ¢hintz, and ‘hung round. and
» ¢ decorated with. garlands of flowers.. The brlde and bridegroom are

- < seated at onc end of- it, under a kind of - »cz_mop}’: with their faces

¢ to the East.. The bride is on the left hand of the bridegrooni, .

« ¢ and a certain riumber of. bramins stand on each side of them ; the

- < relations and: guests sit ‘round the room on the floor, which i is .

L« spread with riew mats, -covered with carpets, and these generally

ks lxkemse covered with white’ hnen

A spot for performing the sacrifice is marked out in the mlddle '
s¢ of. the room, with flowers distributed onthe floor in various ﬁgures.' .
«If those who. are to be marrled be of the. Vlshnou—-Bukht* the -
¢ bramin who presides at the _ceremony invokes Vishnou -and Letch- -
£ emy-f to be_ propitious to. them ‘or, if they be followers of ‘Siva,
¢ he calls'upon Siva and. Gowry T.. - The altar i is. then hghted and

¢ while the bramin reads passages from ‘the sacred Wntmcrs, he oc-

L casmnally throws into the fire bits of sandal-wood benzom , sugar,

%

s These sects wxll be explamed ina subsequent page.

1- Letchem) is the cousort of Vlsbnou, and is the goddess of abundance A

and prosperity.-
3. Gowryiis the consort of Slva\ AT

| | X
“ and other articles. . Worshxp is performed to Bhawaney, to szh
““ nou, and to. Slva durmg ‘which, at certain mtervals pointed  ou

“ by the bramms, the bridegroom rises from his seat, and walki

““ round the place of sacrifice, attended by the bride. The prmmpa

I bramm then calls out the father of the bride by his ‘pame, who, gomg

e« up to his daughter, takes her by the hand, and j joins it with thai

e of the bndegroom then, mvokmg some of the gods, he calls on

¢ them to witness, that he gives his daughter to be the wife of
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such a one, n'lmmg his son-in-law. The bramin hereupon gwes

. % the tal_y , or gold ornament that. mamed women wear round the

e neck, into the hand ‘of the bridegroom, by whom it is tied round

¢ the - neck of the. brxde, and she is* thenceforward his- married

. ¢ wife, - ' He then swears, before the nuptxal ﬁre, that he will be

“ careful of, ‘and kind to her : -and leadmg her up to one of those
¢ stones. that are used for grinding spices and other mgredlents for
“'some of their victuals, he places her hand on it, thereby implying
#¢ the obhgatlon she has contracted of taking care of his household

“ concerns. A plate of drs y rice bemg brought to the bramm, ‘he

‘ mixes it with saﬂ"ron ~and, after having pmyed to the gods, he

o« throws a hittle on the shoulders of the bridegroom  and bride.

L Grand processxons are made through the town. The }oung mar-

“ tied couple sit in the same- palanquln, attended by the1r relations

* The faly is a small hkeness, m gold, of the idol LGgam, a delty similar to
the P/zallus of the Egyptians. It is always to befound.in the interior and .most

sa.cred parts of the temples of Siva, Every rnerned woman wears the faly, either
round the neck or arm, A ‘ a '
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‘: and. frlends, some in p'tlanqums, ‘others on horses and elephants 3
¢ and so great is their vamty, that they frequently at such ceremo’- ,
¢ nies borrow or hire numbers of those ammals ‘
..« The reJoxcmcrs last several _days. . The evenmgs are spent in |
¢ drsplaymg ﬁreworks and 1llummatlons ~and in seemg dancers,
¢ who accomp'my the dance with songs sultal)le to .the: occasion.

¢« The whole concludes w1th presents to the bramins and prmcrpal

¢ guests, and alms to. the poor. The presents to the guests gene'- :

4 rally consist in, s/’zawls “and pieces of muslin, or other cloth.”
A short time . before .we qurtted Madras, I accompamed (flpt

Pendergrass and. some other, O‘entlemen on-a v151t toa new-marned

couple in the Black Town VVe were, received with the greatest po-

liteness, in a- large room hung round..with  silk most richly ‘orna- -

mented After: paymg our Tespects to the bride and bridegroom,
“who were seated under, a. ‘handsome  canopy on. cushions, ‘we. took

our. statlons, and were . entertamed _with dances performed by the

amjannees, or- dancmg glrls, in all the voluptuous attltudes ‘which

these: votaries otrpl'éas'ﬁ‘fe"" knowy . how to practlse Some evenmgs
~ previous to. this. v1srt we had seen the same ladies perform thelr en--
chantments at-an entertamment ‘which I shall have. occasmn to men-
tion hereafter;’ and this evenmg they -saluted us. with the freedom of

old acquamt'mces, and \v1th as little embarrassment as we meet with

from our unfortunate countrywomen under the plazzas of Covent-

garden, The dancmg and music- being concluded, we were regaled -

with cake and 1 wine, and were sprml{led with rose- water. * The bride,
most elegantly dressed, and superl)ly or namented was led out; and
soon afterwards the bndegroom followed bowmg gmcefully to all
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the company, who 1mmed1ately retlred There were at least one'j
hundred-persons, Indian and European, present '
- During our short contlnuance at Madras, I saw also several

marriage processmns 5 ‘but one in the v1llage of Trincomalee was the ‘

E most grand and i 1mposmg ‘The musicians preceded, sounding the
great trumpet called the tary - (compared t6 which the Italian trom- -

bone is'a toy),  the gongs, tam-tams, large conch-shells, and- other

: mstruments, including a pair ‘of enormous kettle-drums, placed on

an elephant, ‘and beat by two Indian performers, makmg altogether
a most dreadful: din. -~ Next after the kettle-diums followed an “ele-
phant richly caparlsoned carrymg a magnificent /zonda/z, “canopied
and- curtained with finely ‘embroidered silk, in which" the bride and
brldegroom were -$eated. opposite ' each other; most matrmﬁcently
dressed, - -anid glittering with dlamonds and other - jewels. The furni--
ture of the . elephant was of silk ‘richly embrordered The brlde :

occasionally, drew asrde her curtams, and favoured the numerous:

l spectators with a v1ew of her features,’ Whlch were very dehcate and

heautlful although her complexion was not so.fair as that of the

] more bloommg daughters -of ‘the North. ¢ She was black, but

“ comely, O ye daughiers of Jerusalem !~ she was' black, because
“ the sun had looked upon her. -—Two other elephants followed

carrylng four persons each. ~Then came about 300 natives, umformly

,‘dressed, in ‘white robes and coloured turbans, each carrying on his
~ head an ornamented vase, walking three abreast. In the centre of

this party was a very rich canopy, borne on the shoulders of twelve

men, over . the heads of two persons who carried a box highly gilt,
and- ﬁnel) ornamented with gold fringe, and othe1 decoratxons. The
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procession was closed by an irregular multitude’ of ‘spectators, who

seemed much delighted thh the scene.

Before I left ‘England, it had been recommended to me to visit,

1f poss1ble, the large village of Conjeveram, lying near .50 miles to

the Westward of Madras. There, I was told, I should seé .Inan’y_

Hindoo templ\es', or pagodas ; particularly, ‘two 'very lard‘e “ones, |

~ which were much reverenced by- the natives, and vxsxted often - at
their festivals b) persons resxdmg at a great distance. About this

* time I fortunately met with Mr. Parkin, a gentleman whom I had
known in England, _and who had resided some time at Hereford. -
"He now: lived at -the v1llage of Persewachum, - near Madras, in

an. elegant house, retlred from -all employment. - On comersmg’ :

~with Mr. Parkin respecting the temples at ConJeveram, he kmdly
offered to accompany me in my intended excursxon - IT'most grate-
fully accepted his offer. He had resided many years in India, is well
“informed, perfectly acquainted with the local customs, and the man-

ners of the Hindoos ; he i is, moreover, a most pleasant: companlon, a

man ‘of science, and a lover of-the- arts It was agreed that. we'
should travel in pa]anqums, and commence our journey on Monday:
> the 12th of August, in. the afternoon, and travel all mght to enJoy'

.+ the’ coolest hours.
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CHAPD. IV.

o
il

. EXCURSION TO CONJEVERAM.

o

CONJEVERAMJS (sitduated"about forty-'seven miles West of

Madtas,::onthefr‘oad to Vellore, .a military station. It being neces-
sary to procure passports for travelling any considefable distdance into-
the 1nter10r, ‘the forenoon of Monday the 12th of August was ‘em-"

L ployed in effecting tlns necessary preliminary. - My dubash had en-’

gaged twent) -four palanquln-bealers and four attendants for Mr.
Parkm and myself He also- provxded us ‘with the necessary pro-
visions, tea-eqmpage, cold. meats, bread, wine, sugar, &ec. . We -

purposed to_set off about six in the- evemng, but we were ‘not pre-

pared to start until near nine o’clock. On entermg the v1llage of

Persewachum, about : four miles - from Madras, we' were interrupted =

and delayed by a processlon with lxghted torches, accompamed by an’

‘xmmense concourse; of the natives. Several strangely grotesque

ﬁgures ‘were camed on men’s shoulders, amidst the noise and shouts

- _of the multitude, and the’ sound of their tam-tams, or small drams:
- A large fire was burnmg in the street ; “and we had not cléared the

' village, which. is nearly two miles in le_ngtla, before eleve_n*o’clock.
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The night was rather dark, but ‘the air ‘was soft cool, and delno*htful
Very little observation could be made on the face of the country untll
. morning broke ; but we percewed that we passed through many small
hamlets, con51st1ng of mud: cottao*es, with a few trees among them.
The song of the palanqum -bearers, - by which they cheer each other \
in their labour, was soothmg and pleasing durlng ‘the stlllness of
- mght and 1rresxst1bly 1nv1ted the mmd to contemplatlon ‘
- On Tuesday “the 13th, as soon as 'mormng approached I de- ‘

“scended from my palanquln, and proceeded on foot until near five

o’clock. The country was, “bare, and seemed stemle, and probably -

not much frequented in that direction, for there was scarcely any ap-
pearance ‘of a road. “Soon after five, however, we ‘met a: large train
of bullocks, loaded: thh sacks of cotton for Madras, A little further,
we passed a spacuous stone hulld1n0' surrounded " by offices’ for horses
~and cattle. - Here we saw six camels - lymg ‘down’ under " their bur- .
thens for rest or refreshment 3 and in the’ pastures near the- bulldlng,
" a great.number: of buffaloes," goats, ‘and  sheep, - were grazing, and
the appearance of .the country was- .more" promrsmg “When the
- morning- was' a little farther advanced, we imet: several persons
mounted on small horses,; gally ornamented their atténdants running
on foot These were persors of some! consequence, who' ‘go from
. Madras to the great Temple: at: ConJeveram on every great festrval
to: perform- thelr rehgrous ceremonies. They mformed us that they

had - left ConJevel‘am at one o clock that mommg, ‘and were ‘much -

pleased when they :were told- that we,:also, were gomg merely for

the purpose of visiting and admmng the sacred edifices. ~About. two

mrles after ‘passing. these - devotees, Cwe arrlved at Paramatour

\

] commended to halt;
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Clloultry "This is a: large modern stone bulldmg, elegantly con-
: structed after the European manner, w1th spac1ous ‘stables_ on’ the
opposite side of the road andis capable of accommodatmg a reglment'
of soldiers. - Near to the choultry stood a neat templé of: stone ‘with

an open vir
op anda The temple 18 ornamented with * éurious” Vedrved

ﬁgures, hleroglyphlcs, and mystnc inser ptlons These modern choultries ’

~are erected by the. Government for the convemence and “comfort of

R »
ravellers, ‘as there ‘are'no’ publlc 1nns upon 'thé +6ads in Indla Pz
, ramatour is at. the distance: of. twenty-suc miles from Madras: “Absiit

halfa mile further, stood a smaller choultry, ‘at"which we were To-

This Was also a very elegant modern stone‘edi-

: ﬁ
ce,- w1th 4 flight of steps in front. ::Qur attendants. havmg proculed

- the key from.a" nelghbourmg cottager,: we" entered this very com-

fortable house-at_nine o’clock. - We came into ‘a large room,:.in:the

 centre of, whrch stood a- circular: table,’ with: chairs; - and Stands for

our mattresses, had we: stayed all night.:- Our attendants; used-to thé

b ,
. usmess were \ery expert in unpackmg, laymg the cloth procurmg

boiling :water, eggs, and. mllk and. preparmo- our breakfast, whlch

we much: enjoyed: after our Joumey The day becommg very fwarm, |

. @s.moon, approached ~our bearers, after partaking-of their repast' of

n}(l:e, retlred to sleep i Afterxbreakfast I ascended to the: tdp iGf the
c doul;ry, from whence a‘fine: v1ew presented itself -(i mcludm'g 5 igons
siderable -tank or: lake, pagoda,zand trees) ‘which extended to the

gauts or. mountains, - Hanng madé'a drawmg of “this v1ew, I de:

sce
nded, and rsoon after twelve oclock, intended: ito;! proceed upon '

the
journey.:*We could' not, however, notrwthstandmg all ‘our - ex-

ert
1ons‘ collect our palanqum-bearers together before three 0 clock
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.My friend Mr. Pa_rkin;beingf,desirous,to,call? upon an; officer of his °
aetluaintance, ‘who was stationed at Wallajabad, a military. post about '
fourteen miles from our choultry, .we left the diréct road to Con-
jeveram, and proceeded towards Walla_)abad Stopping at a small
scattered  village,; ‘we’ were, retrarded -with much- seeiningly- )ealousv‘

_attention by the’ 1nhab1tants Near this- v1llage stood a large ancient .

‘building, "which must have been a. farm-house, or. the résidence : of

© some con51derable aoncultunst - Several hundreds of sheep and goats.

were; depasturing near it,’ and a great number of buffaloes; some of
+ the latter had retired; from the heat,’ intoa large tank of water, where'

- no, Parts of them, except the-heads:and horns, were -visible: -The

sheep -aremiot; [as ini- ‘colder: climates,” covered with:wool, but ‘with

long: thin hair. At the: approach- of- _evening,: and on"the air be-

’comlng cooler, L. left my palanqum, and: walked : several miles.  In

this walk I had several very. picturesqué. views of scenery, which was

mterestmo' on. account of: xts pecuhar character of troplcal vegetatlon
and produce Toi e b e el s s e
. .+/At nine oclock at mght we arrxved at the nuhtary station of
Wallzgabad, _being". thev cantonment - of - the: second - battalion of

‘pioneers‘ -We' found, : on_inquiry, -that:the : géntlernan' my friend

wished to see;. was absent .on the: expedltlon to Batavxa ‘Mr. Parkin
applied to the. officer commandmg for accommodation - for ourselves
and our- attendants for the night. - ‘The Baron. Von Kertzleben, the
commandant; received 'us in the most. hospltable manner, and. in:

troduced us to his ‘wife,” aivery. amlahle and accomphshed lady.

. After an e]egant repast, we were, conducted to our apartments m ‘the .

LI .l . - . - o
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barracks, appropriately furmshed with' mosqulto curtains, and every

convemence to render the mght comfortable R

We were stirring early the next mornmg, and having heaxd

b"much of the expertness of - the Indian barbers, I sent for one of this
‘loquacious fraternity, who, whenhe arrived, did not dishonour his

profession by withholding ‘his communications, which he’ conveyed -

in broken English, but: sufficiently intelligible to his auditor. The

* operation of shaving I had" myself. performed as usual ; he therefore

had, ‘as I.thought, only to adjust my hair, which he 1ﬁnished with

‘great adroitness; . but, not contented with combing and arranging.

the hair, he. proceeded by drawing and: dislocating ‘my fingers; one. -

-after the other, producmg a loud snap from each.’ In this village, L

also w1tnessed the skill of the Jugglers, so often mentloned in books .
and by travellers.. This was a strolling party, who wandered about
the country to obtain a livelihood by their profession.. . Their tricks
w1th .cups- and balls. were not. unlike what I had. seen in England :
hut they were. done with more qmckness and. effect than our more
clumsy Europeans can-exhibit. Their command over the.reptlle race |
of serpents was next evinced : several large snakes, and among.thern
the cobra_di capello, or hooded'serpen't,,issued b_out of a bag by order

of ‘the, 'conjuror, - glided to 2" naked infant who. sat upon the table,‘

and twmmg -around his body, neck and arms, scemed to threaten
his mouth and eyes. wrth their tongues; or stings, in such a manner

that a person unaccustomed to such spectacles would have been

most senously alarmed The infant did not appear to be in the least

concerned at their twmmg around his neck and. body : -had- he ap-
peared in fear, or in pain, “he would have -exhibited a miniature’
. - R I -



58
Laocoon. - The resusmtatlon of a dead snake was next performed with .

wonderful adroitness ; - for, though the: trick must ‘be done by substi-
tuting ahvmg for the dead snake, T watched in vain to perceive the fraud.

Then a battle was presented between a snake and a mangoose,:a

species of rat; which \v‘asgdespera'tely. fought, and not without loss of
‘ -blood by elther party +The last feat presented rvas' ‘the. 'celebrat'ed"and
into his’ body :This : wds. most. certamly and uneqmvocally done. by
the Juggler ‘upon ‘this. occasion.: - There was no evasion, no shght of
4 hand but a plain undoubted performance of what he proposed to do..
He ﬁrst after. sﬂ:tmg dowri in-the manner of the country, 1ntroduced
- the pomt.of ‘the sword, a httle blunted, into his mouth ; he held his
head ‘back;, so as:tomake the passage down his throat vperpendi‘cular_‘;i
he:proceeded by degrees to insinuate the instrament downward into
the stoniach, and continued until’ the hilt" came in contact ‘with hi‘s’
miouth. . “He rested ;- we were desned to feel at the' bottom ‘of the
abdomen for the pomt of the sword ; ‘it:was ‘evident to the touch that

it reached near'to the pelvxs.- . He-continued some short:tlm_e in this

situation ;: he"then‘prc')ceeded‘s to draw the instrument gently, and by

degrees, from. 'its: most:extraordinary concealment. :“When it was.

completely withdrawn, iwe» perceived - the ‘ blunted point tinged," ‘infa

. slight. degree, with blood.” - We' W"ere',infOrrnedul that: the’izpov'ver of
performing this explo'it‘waSTac‘_quired by long 'e:'rercise, in -intir'odu‘cin:g"z )

the sword by degrees into' the stomach; at each time ‘advancing in

. (lePth until the whole could at lengrh - be received into that viscus by

| 'e‘:tendin'git ar.‘ea(':h effort.: The'length of ‘the weapon used" upon’

this occasion .was about‘ewhteen inches.- Anatomlsts are not sur-

!
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- prized at the great distension or elongation’ which the stomach. must

undergo in these experimerits:. Many recent facts havé confirmed
the c'apability- of  the: hu'man"sto'rnach' not.only: to ,reeeiwe, but; ‘in
some degree, to’ dlgest e:r’craordmar}7 substances, without occasioning -
much inconvenience to the:genéral wconomy. of the body. . But, in
relating the factiof the introduction: of the: sword into the stomach, I
have, . since’ my return:from India, ‘been accused of availing. myself of -
the licence. of travellers; i in: relatmg the - marvellous, and: have been |
charged by some. illiberal . persons, with advancing an untruth. I
am’ convmced however, :that there -was no- deceptlon practised :in’

thrs instance, - nor could it p0551bly have been successful had -it been
attempted* L N7 . , |

LA

:: Theinext morning;’ the 15th of. Au«rust I, arose early, and, w1th |

'Mr. Parkin, . viewed - the: barracks, which. .were’ commodious’ and
»comfortable The bungalows, or . houses, of the officers;. were neat

E w1thout ostentation. ~Two .of these structures ‘were very elegant

one. the’ mess-room, and "the other the resldence of some officers,

In the front of thé.mess-room was a large tank .or reservoxr of water,

with a -most. beautiful baman-tree stretchmg its wide branches over

the buxldmg 5 its shade, reﬂected in the water, made it altogether a

pleasing’ subJect for the pencil. - Two other: banian-trees stood hear,

which,” though ‘immense in" size, wére far-inferior« to the- other in
grandeur. and effect: I was informed; however, ‘that this, sxtuatxon
at some partlcular seasons of the year, tenidered the’ mess-room very

unwholesome, .on- account of the numerous serpents llzards, and

) * Since thxs passage was wr]tten, some Indmn Jugglers have nrmed in Lon-
don, where this’ fea.t has been many times performed '
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‘frogs,' bred in the tank. This spot stands }'xigh,v-fand cemmands" a fine
‘and extensive view of the country, studded with villages over a wide
plain, each provided with a tank, for the purpos:ea of - religious
‘ablutions as well as cleanliness. We breakfasted with the Baron and

his Lady, whose attentions and politeness were - cordial, free, and

~ unembarrassing:  Qur breakfast consisted of tea, fish, and preserved

,fruit.:—‘ The Baroness was an -English woman, - -beautiful in . her
person, elegant in her manners, and highly accomplished. - S,Hewas
fond of drawing and of music. - My 'p'ortfo}io was produced, and

some sketches taken in this excursion were submitted to her view,

with ,ivhich ‘'she was pleased. - On her part, she-produced a small

" cabinet of natural curiosities, collected by herself, and, with some

reluctance, -a few véry‘neat drawings, done by her own hand, which

~ would not have disgraced an experienced Artist. . I could do no less
than present thls amiable Lady with a few drawings;. and an etching
of a view on the river "Wye, which ‘she. received with satrsfactlon. o
The Military Surgeon of the station, Dr. Newlyn, was of the party. - |
“He invited my friend and myself to visit Capt. White, a young officer -
in the ' barracks, who recelved us with ‘great politeness. - He was

evxdently l'xbourlng under a state of ill health; he was’ pale and
Janguid. His situation could not fail to excxte our compassion. .. He
pro_d.uced his portfolio, replete with most masterly sketches in ink and
water-colouré, with whichIwas very much delighted. . In -an inter-

change of drawings, 'so universal among amateurs, - he . presented.me,

among others, with a_beautiful sketch of a superb mausoleum,

crected by the great Emperor Aurengzebe over the remains of a fa-
vourite d'mfrhter We returned after thls mterestmg visit, to the

P
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Baron s vﬂla, Who gave us some useful mformatwn for our. route to

ConJeveram B . A

VAt twelve o clock we were ready to. set off I ascended my pa-
lanqum ‘but Mr. Parkin® was mounted on-a clever horse, lent him
by the Baron.  .The dlstance we had to travel was about twelve
miles.- After passing.the barracks, and a great number of mud cot-
tages occupied by 'the seldxers and their famlhes, we entered . a

country that appeared but litﬂe cultivated ; yet, at some: distance

from the road, we perceived some farm-houses, with cattle and sheep
“about them. The sheep, as I -before observed, appear strange’ to

an. Buropean, being long-legged, hairy, and having long ears hang-
ing down. - On'the road side we saw several tombs, highly deco-

rated, with some beautiful trees surrounding, and drooping  over

. them. The custom of burymg the dead near the h)ghways is very |
: anclent The Romans had this custom, as well as many other na-
-‘ . tions, As we approached the sacred: city, their tombs became more
* pumerous, as ~“v€re.ll as more e}eganf. . Within about four miles of

- Conjeveram, the road passed through a thick -grove of most luxu-

riant tamarind-trees, aifordmg a dehghtful shade from the scorching
sun (the thermometer belng this morning at 97 of Tahrenhelt)
Soon aftér entering this grove, we came to an open’ space, where

“stood a pictureSQue, ,bui'lding close to the road, overshadowed by a .

majestic banian-tree. In this building,” a venerable bramin taught a '
numerous school of fine boys. On’ approaching the entrance of
this semmary, we were courteously mwted to enter, and after bemg

seated on mats, our gurde requested the master to cause hls pupils

to repeat thelr Iessons -before us, which they did w1th great volubi-
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- lity, and .no-doubt, with:equal preclsron The lads ‘reg'a'rded us all

the time with their lively black eyes, but without the:least: txmx-
dity, or mauvaise honte.. They then proceeded to tvrite on. plantam-
Jeaves:: Two:of them copred our names, with’ the greatest exactness,
on two leaves,: which- they. presented to us. The: master then se-

lected twelve of. his: scholars, ‘to go through thelr war exércise : thls

“ they did: with shott sticks of about elghteen mches in length, wluch .

they:handled -with surpnznng quxckness and dextenty_. A war: dance
and the. representdtion of a battle succeeded; and concluded this'inter-
esting exhlbltlon‘ “After presentmg the-‘master with'a few: rupees,
we took: our: leave, giving. and’ recelvmg the usual salam Wxth
great ‘ceremony, every mdmdual of the scholars joining the master
* in performing it. - St T A o
. After taking « a drawmg of the: school house, we proceeded the

: road Stlll continuing through the- tamarmd-grove. T chose to: walk
to the end of this dehghtful wood ¥, The road was covered with'a
- soft red sand,- completely shaded by those charmmg trees The
ground on each ‘side was fthl{ly planted with odorxferous “shrubs
and the most’ beautlful ﬂowers.- The' air was: perfumed by their
odour, and the scene altogether realized the descnptron of the groves
of Shadaski; in - -Sir Charles Morrel’s Tales of- the Genu I almost

expected the appearance of some of those supernatural bemgs, when

‘ * 'I‘hese groves are frequemly met with on the roads in- Hrndostan, and are
called Tope: by the Natives. Some of them are of consxderable extent containing
perhaps 100 acres of Jand. The trees are planted in rows, and are generally ta-
marind or mangoe- -trees. " These topes are most trrateful to the weary traveller,

: afl'ordmg an 1mperv10us sllade, aud a situation for rest and refreshment

w *

‘we: percelved at a’ small drstance, many persons busdy employed

A under the shade They were of both sexes; the women ‘and’ -chil-

) dren spmnmg and reehng cotton the men : were weavmg, thelr

looms were of asingular constructlon, ‘and figed by stakes to. the

. ground The women performed their work, SIttmg on the grass,

‘and used- therr feet and toes, as well as therr hands ‘at their labour.

' They received us. with artless - cxv1lrty and kmdness.r This . scene,

50 remote from the turbulence and v1ces of populous 01t1es, could

not but ralse emotions -in our minds of the most . pleasmg and
soothmg nature "Here we w1tnessed, in these . gentle ,bemo's, pn-
meval s1mpl1c1ty of manners, laudable mdustry, and, surely their
m11d and expresswe features truly deplcted the innocence of the1r

hearts. May the Almlghty continue his ‘protection to this harmless

" race; 5-.and never may t the savage yell of war dlsturb the repose of these

. dehghtful shades The cottages 1nhab1ted by these people formeda

consrderable vxllage, and were neatly constructed and dlsposed 1n a

| plcturesque manner. We left with regret the tamarmd-grove pass-

.....

natlon but in, about half a mlle s drstance we were consoled for 1ts

. t,loss, and our wonder and, adm1rat10n was exmted on entenntr a part

. of the road approachmg the town of ConJeveram, planted on’ each

Slde W1th enormous baman-trees, whlch extended their huge arms

Vacross, and completely overshadowed the' road foI' a cons1derable

lencrth of way i We were compelled to stop,. gazmg at and admmng _
the unparalleled luxuriance of these first and noblest specunens of
the vegetable creatxon At length we - entered the town, and all

our attentlon was attracted by an lmmense pagoda erected Tear the

4
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entrance of. the village * ~The outward wall, which inclosed the
pagoda, and a great number of 'terpples, ;»mausoleums, and oratories; -

was near a mile in circumferénce. - The carvings which ornamented.

-the'masonry were rich and elaborate, represe’nting"my'stic ﬁgures ‘In

grotesque attitudes, as well as fanciful decorations.. - We" were per-
mitted to enter the great “court thhm the ‘outer wall 'which court‘i*.

,was, indeed, the area-m-whlch the pagoda temples and other buildings -

were erected. * Our attendants, the guide excepted coritinued without

_the wa]l Our adrmratmn was extreme, when, on enterlng the gate-

way, we saw the great number of bulldlngs, of costly mater 1als, and of |

more costly workmanshxp, whlch gllttered before us. Onein partlcular :

claimed our admlratxon It was a. monumental pxllar, erected by a

bramin, who was at’ the time of our visit the chief prlest of thls - |
‘pagoda, to the’ memory of his father “This Pll.lal' was made of ‘¢ cop- -

per, richly gilt with burmshed gold “was’ thlrty feet hlgh and
about six in dlameter at the basa: it stood oni a pedestal twelve feet
in height, with steps to the shaft of the plllar The expence of thns

most elegant memorial, ‘erected by filial piety, amounted to 30 000' .
pagodasf Not far' from -the’ golden pillar stood a: large, spacmus :
and beautiful. temple, which - was the largest of all ‘the. numerous' ;

bulldmgs within the walls. - We ascended into 1t by a flight of
- twelve steps. . . The ' roof at the entrance 1is supported by plllars twelve
feet hlgh each” pillar bemg ornamented by carvings of grotesque,

and some dlsgustmg ﬁgures The mtenor of the bmldmg is dxsposed ,

* This paooda is called the Dewal or temple of ,.uyambla Szzamm_y

-t ‘The name of the amst who constructed and gllt thxs plllar, we were in-

formed, is Sooburny Jlfoodzlla :
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into four long ailes, or passages, extendmg from one end to the other

. We were permltted to walk through one of the alles, and had an op- |

portunity: of -seeing -the "vast extent, - rlchness, and beauty of the

building. ‘It contained ¢ one thousand pillars: each plllar, highly or-

_ngmented, . supports. six- lamps, which are all llghted at some of
the festwals celebrated in’ ‘ Honour of Vlshnou.i Thls is the prm- .

Clpal. temple in the court for the worsh1p of this son of Bhawanny

These festivals are not- permltted to be seen by any but the wor-

‘shlpers of -Vishnou. After passing - through the temple, we went

: out of the gre’xt court at another gate, ‘where we met our palauqum-

bearers and. dttendants - We then entered the v1llage, or rather town,

of Great ConJevelam -and proceeded through a regular street, having

e 'houses on each side, elevated about four feet above the level of the‘ :

.road \uth fine trees planted in the front which produced a veryA

beautiful effect. At the door  of: excry house -are -raised seats, or

‘benches, about: three feet. hlgh and ‘two broad, shaded, with a pent- _
 house,. or; viranda, -an’ .appendage - umversal in- this part of Tadia;

“where the family. sleep in the hot seasons.  The covering’ of the
, houses is. chleﬂy of cocoa-tree leaves, - wlnch form-a ' neat, ‘light,
andi 1mperv10us covering. . The inhabitants of ConJeveram are pexsons»'

. consisting generally of the ﬁrst or bramin cast; the greatest part of

them having. somé connexion with the temples of “their dmnltles,

- the houses are, therefore, of a superlor structure to what one ob-

serves in other towus and vxllaO"es The street’ was about a mile.

,-long, and, .at'the end .of it, we turned 1nto an avenue on .the left
_-hand, which brought' us to the gate of the clloultry at which we.

- were to sleep. This:was, like the rest of these erections, a modern

K
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buxldmcr m the. European style, etceptmg 1ts vxranda, and fur-‘ h

’

mshed by the. Government as a residence for the Collector of the~ |
dutles during his stay in the district.  After crossing a paved court;,
we ascended by several steps, to the viranda, supported by hand- -
some stone px]hrs, and elevated. seveml feet above the court. Tlae
accommodatlons within consisted of a dmmg-room and bed-chamber,
which were large and commodious. Our attendants soon procured
us‘b‘oiling water and milk foi’ oer tea, . whicl.l proved a most fefréshing
repaét after our fatigue. It is somewhat stmnge that tmve]lers, from
motlves of mere cur 1051ty and mformat\on like ourselves, very seldom -
visit this mten,stmg pl’lce Thevehoultxjy is therefore only’ periodi--
cally_.occupxed by the qulectqr of the taxes, and is, in consequence, -
. much neglected, and in a state of decay.: The dining-room was, as
usual in the choultrles furmshed with a ]arge round table and a few
"chau's, with stands for the palanqums On entelmcr this room, we
found it occupled by numerous inhabitants; these were whlte and
brown spotted squn'rels, and a species of crows, all perfectly tame and
familiar.  We for'the present left them in quiet possession, and took
our tea on igras’s-piat in the, open air. The garden was eﬁitehsiv%
'and was p]anted with fruit-trees; but appeared forlorn and equally
neglected w1t11 the bulldmg, the ‘walks bemg overrun with long
thick grass, most luxuriant in growth. . Attempting to e‘cplore this
inclosure, we were soon obliged to relinquish’ our design, on per-
.- ceiving that at every step we disturbed large snakes and other noi-
some reptiles, the curse of this in other respects most happy climate.
At a Jittle distance from the gaxdcn we were attracted by the roaring

- of ‘a buffalo chained to a tree. - We were desired not to approach
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him; but the caution was unnecessary, for his fierce and furious de-
meanour, and. terrible roar, were sufficient to prevent our claiming -
any acquaintance with him. - Leavmg our attendants at the choultry

to their ‘rice' and "repose, we walked towards Little Con)everam, a

~ distance of about half a mile, to view the largest of all tlle"pagodas*‘

_of this sacred town, We were informed that we ‘might enter the
: edxﬁce, and be condueted to the top.. The heat bemtr abated, and
the atmosphexe clear, we eagerly embraced this offer. The tower,
or most elevated. part of this building, consisted of ﬁfteen storles, or
stages, the floor of the lowest of these was covered with boards
. somewhat decayed, and was ‘about twenty feet square, having much
the appeamnce of the belfry of a country church in England. A
ladder of fifteen rounds conducted us to the next stage, and so- on,
from story to story, “until we reached the top,. each stage or ﬂoor di-

mmlshmtr gradually in size to the summlt Here our labour was

. most amply repaid;. for never had'I witnesseil so beautiful and so

sublime-il‘l)l‘osPeet It 'so far surpussed everyiidezi I had or could‘

h'we formed of its grandeur and effect, that T was almost entranccd.

in its contempldtlon. I forgot all the world besu]e and felt asif

could have continued on this elevated spot for ever. . To ‘whichsoever
. point of the compass I turned the v1ew was equally wonderful,

new, and enchantlng The eye of man,-I am persuaded never
could, from .any other spot in the’ universe, survey a scene more

.grand, beautiful, and mterestmo' = | dlstmctly saw above forty

_ villages, with their pagodas and temples, embosomed in trees of the

most hvely verdure plesentmg every shade of green accordmg to the

* ThlS is the Dewul or Temple of Vurdarauyalz. ‘
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diStance; each vdlage havm(r its spacious tank, ghstemno' like a
mirror. I could even: dlscern ‘the tombs adorned ‘ with' drooping cy-
presses, with which each is alimost -surrpunded, ‘to.a ,greatdlstanee.
I could distinguish some of* the villages -(with which our guide 'was
~well acquainted)_at the eéxtreme distance of near 'fdrty miles.. To
the West and . South the 'view  was. bounded by majestic . gauts or

inountains. T the North ast was the- open country; Madras, and

the sea. "The gauts beyond Arcot and Vellore were lofty, and plainly

. perceptible.  Our attendant pomted out the spot,  situated about

three - miles from where we stood; on which Hyder Ally cut off and

made prisoners: a detachment.of the Company’s. treops’ under the
unfortunate Col. Baillie #:- . The recollection of the suﬁ'e'rings of the

prisoners taker by the Mahomedan tyrant in- this dxsastrous affair

chilled the rapture: ‘of my: heart. for a momeént; and drew '1 sigh of
sorrow and compassion from my. breast ~I'made foar drawmgs of the
scene before me,’ to which I feel that'none but the celebrated Claude -

Lorraine could have done. justice. If I"have f"ailed‘ however, ‘to

give the reader somethmg like a correct 1dea of t.he face of the country

as seen from the summit of the pagoda, I have no excuse but want

of ablhty to plead. The evemng was calm, the atmosphere clear
and serene. The attempt is new,. 1 thmk for I huve not seen any
similar subject among the. p]ates presented n the very elegant pub-

lication of the I\/Iessrs. Daniel, or any other artist.

After takmg a last and farewell view of ‘the surroundm'r most
beautiful prospect, now. changed by the 'tpproach of evening into
more sober and darker tints, ;spread to an immense distance, .andi

% This was on the 10th of September, 1780.
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+lying in the sweetest repose;‘we descended safely by the ladders,

but not without some fear and- much cautlon. . We returned to our
choultry, where we took a short repast “attended by the squlnelq
and crows. These creatures, m this country, have no fear of man,

the umversal enemy. ~The mermful Hmdoos hold it a great sin to

‘ put any creature to death to whom the great Creator ‘has given the

breath of life, The squirrels caught the morsels we threw to them
dextrously in their little paws; and the crows slily purloined all the

little pieces within their reach. At ten o’clock we retired to rest;

~our palanquin-bearers -and attendants; ‘after their supperi' of rice,

strétched their limbs on the pavement in- the open Vir‘anda ; and all
was silence and repose in a short time. This repose, however, was
not long continued; for, - about twelve, -we were awakened by ar
most dreadful ‘bellowing and roaring, attended with clankmg of
chains, seemmgly in the court of the.choultry, and we started up,
apprehensive that the wild buﬂ'alo, before mentioned, had broke:
loose from his conﬁnement and was approachlng the v1randa, from
whence he might have easily ascended, by the great staircase, into

our apartments. On coming down to our people, who had also been

~ alarmed, we found that the animal was still fastened to the tree, and

perfectly secure. "We were no more dlsturbed and enJoyed a good

night’s rest. o
_The next morning,. being -Thursday the 15th of August we
arose early;. and, after breakfasting in company with our fnendly

squirrels and crows, walked towards the great pagoda we had vi-

“sited last evening. In: our way we stopped to examine two very

large carriages, or moveable towers, the wheels of which were more



70

than 51xteen feet in dlameter . They are ornamented with curlous carv- -
ings, and are used in processions which are made at particular times of

the year in honour of Siva, or Sheeva, the symbol of power, and also -

the quenger. They are drawn along,’ havm«r the images of the god

within them, by near two hundred men, with Topes. " These car-

narres axe " called nctte) s, and when they are drawn in their proces-‘

“sions, it 1s not uncommon, as we were 1nformed and as Dr. Buchanan

ObSClVBS, for very snperstltrous devotees, and those unhappy persons
who by crimes have Jost their cast to throw themselves in the way
of these enormous wheels, that they may be crushed to death, and
be thus offered as volunt’uy sacr rﬁces to_the offended delt)

Bemg arrived at the pagoda, I selected a good point -of view,
and continued drawmg the obJects hefore me for .above two homs

sheltered from the burning sun hy a large parasol, held - over my

head by rny servaut, and a white lmt 1 had with me_for this e\pedr- N
‘tlon - My frlend, who had ‘retived 1nto the temple durrng this em-

ployment, joined me attelwards,.and pointed -out -several curious -

ohJects he ‘had seen. \thhm and about this pagoda are a great

number of monkeys, some of a large’ size ; they roam about in a

fearless manner, conscious of the protection they enJoy To annoy -

or hurt them, is considered a high offence; to kill one, is equal

to sacrllege, and is severely pumshed Several of these ammals

stood near, and refrarded me attentively, the whole tlme I was en-

. gaved in dramng s and, when I had closed my sketch-book, three of

them came down 1nto the street and went together mto a small

cottage situated near the p}agoda .My curiosity induced me to fol-

low them; and, looking in at the cottage-door, I perceived the
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three creatures enjoying their. dinsier of rice; which an old woman .
had provided. for them, and placed in a wooden dish on the floor.
Leavmg these mimics of ‘man to their repast, I returned to the pa-

goda - On approaclnng another small temple we were not permltted

‘to enter. We peeped ‘through the . door, and plamly perceived a

: frightful~representation of Vishnou, with a lamp hurning before- it,

‘and bramins performing some of -their rites. - This" small tem= -

- ple was a kind . of sanctum sanctorum, as we_were informed that

none but.the priests ‘were at any time permitted to enter it. Return-

ing to our choultry'through the Jvi.llagé, I was much surprized and

'pleased to find an elegant bmldmg (hut In a ruinous state) dedlcated
to the worship of the Trux GOD, in the midst of" this strong-hold

of idolatry. It was an Almrman CHRISTIAN CHURCH, of which I -

- stopped to take a sketch,

- Qur attendants had provrded a roasted fowl, and some vegetables,

L -for our dinner; ; to which we sat down, ‘surrounded by the squirrels

and crows and had we not been very ~watchful,’ but httle of the

© ~ provision would hav\. fallen to our share.  Even while I turned to
. reach some salt an 1mpudent crow sexzed and carried away the wing

of a fowl, to which T had been just helped by Mr. Parkin, and ¥

had nearly caught a little -squirrel in the act of - purlommg my
bread After dinner we ordered our palanqums to carry us again
to  the great pagoda.’ On passing through the village an uni-

~versal srlence and stlllness prevailed ; occasmned b‘y ‘most of the

inhabitants enpym«r theirafternoon nap, like the siesta of the

Spamards,- at their doors, u_nder the shade of their penthouses.

‘We pereeived them at every door in profound repose, unconscious of
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'danger. " This pleasiné | tranquillity5‘and confidence was aigrateful',
proof to our feelings, “that the natives felt the enjoyment of protec- |
tion.and. safety under the. government .of ‘the English: East India '

' ) Company After. alnvmg in the court'of the:great temple we had

first v151ted I proceeded to- make drawmgs of it from two dlﬁ'erent ,

points... . When:I-had completed my sketches, I ascended the steps

“in front of the temple, ‘where! I "was-'soon surrounded by several of

‘the: hramms I produced my. sketches to them,. and by signs, en-

" deavouied - to inform’ them . what ,I_mtended. further ;_to__do. > They» :

- seemed-very much pleased at- the honou'r we. ’paid to. their religious
1nst1tutlons - One of them. Jeft’ us but soon returned with garlands

of - ‘most. beautiful and fraO'rant ﬂouers, with which’ .they decorated

Mr. Parkln and me in the pohtest manner .'This, we were after-

wards mformed, was a very I hurh comphment We returned it by

the usual salam, perfoxmed as rcspectfully as posmble, accompanied -

' by a cordlal shake ‘of » the hand. :These: venerable fathers conducted

us, to_the. outward gate, where we: parted Here we ‘met our palan-
quins, our’ baggawe havmg been packed up; .- and. brought from - the
~choultry, with all our '1ttendants and Mr. Parkin’s horse. - We bid
" adieu to ' Conjeveram 'md its temples,.and proceeded through the
avenue ‘of baman trees, and the grove of tamarinds, -on our route to

'Walla;abad We had not. ‘quite passed through the delightful grove

of tamarind- -trees,: before we: perceived at some dxstance before us a .

~ noble elephant -with® some- péople on his_ back, restmg under the

shade. -Near him a man was mounted,into a- tree, and cutting some

green . houghs for'; the: elephants food. I descended from my pa- .

lanquin, to have a nearer view of this mighty stranger — the ¢ half-
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2% reasoning elephant.””’ The ‘men who were with | him seemed dis-
posed to gratify my curiosity, and’ the two who were mounted - ‘pre-
pared to alight.- ‘On speaklng to the animal he brought them down
gently, by means of his trunk.. At the command of hlS keeper he

~knelt, and- afterwards lay down, to- take three persons on his

‘back. ' I threw a silver. rupee, which I was about to present to the
keeper of this noble beast on the ground — the elephant perceived

the coin, and, without any’'command which I could hear, p1cked it

| -up with his trunk, and put’ it-in his, masters hand. ‘The man,

through our’ guide; desired ‘fne “to.leave a corner of my. handker-

chlef out of ‘my pocket “this was no sooner done, than his ¢ little

« probosms ‘was® employed to draw it out of my pocket and con=

tamarmd-grove, we: proceeded o’ the road to Walla_]abad where we

~ arrived at nine o’clock ‘in the evemng, W1thout meetlng with any

“other delay than what ivds occasmned by our taklng some cocoa-

nut mllk kmdly “offered us - by some' natives, near the- entrance

of the grove of tamarmds ; and “my taklng a’ sketch of an orna-
" mented tomb, 51tuated by the road: snde, under the shade of 2 ma-

Jestlc banian-tree;
Baron Von Kutzleben and his lady recelved us, “and our nu-

merous retmue, in -the most: hospltable manner. © We' continued at

.the Baron’s : mansion until about two o c.lock_the next day, ‘when,

~ after ’receiving“a' very pleasing token- of remembrance from the Ba-

roness, in return for some drawmgs I took the hberty of presentmg

to her, we set: off on the road to Chmgleput a large fortress belong-

ing to the Company; at'the distance of about fourteen miles from -
. _ . v
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lVallajal)ad in.the direct road to Madras. - Mr“Parkink continued: to
,nde the Baron’s horse and at the distance of about seven miles from
' Walla_;abad rode on, and left me and the palanqum-bearers behind.

‘At a short dlstance from Baron Kutzleben s, we had seen, ‘near a po-
pulous xull'lge, an lmmensely large 1 mmge, or idol, . which must have
‘ equalled in size at least the golden one ¢ which Nebuchadnezzar had set -
¢ up.” I was under no great apprehension from the circumstance of
my eomp'mlon s le'wmg me among my. Hindoo att«.ndants, tllougll
not altogether w1thout some idea of: unpleasant consequences, . as I

knew we had a rwer to pass, wluen had at. some. seasons proved

dangerous Yet thesc poor fellows gave me no reason to complain

of their want of care and attentlon, “which I endeavoured to. l{eep
_ alive, l)y seasonable _presents- of a few extra: rupees.:, T hey were not

at all dxsple'rsed at. the frequent pauses in .our progress, occasioned

by my stopping. to draw different, obJects ;. but. tool .those opportu-

nities to rest tl‘mr limbs; , by squattmg on their hams, 'in, their usual
posture. W 1th1n about four miles of the fort of Chmgleput ‘a large

building, of a- temple-hke structure, was. pointed out to me, as the

former occasr_onal,remdence of aBa‘]ah,%,wlro had. been. deposed,,for‘

espousing the cause of Tippoo, or for some refractory:. conduct.

About a mile .further,fa fine view of the Forr: pre'sented itself, the
 distance being. filled up by some lofty mountains. . Wlule I stopped

to take a sketch of this scene, as wellas on- many . other similar oc-

casions, several of the natives. came around .me, curious . to, know

what I'was about Thexr cur1051ty was not. bold and mtruswe, but
~avil and gentle We soon ‘afterwards arrived .at the river I ex-

pected to cross.: _I was. a httle, alarmed at its appearance,ycpncelvmg

75
that it was scarcely fordable ; but ‘my servant proposed that one of
the bearers should wade over, to try the depth, before we should
attempt the passage with the palanqum This “was lmmedlately
done, and the water in the deepest part nearly reached his shoulders.

. He went over, and returned. The poles were taken from the palan-

quin; and the vehicle placed on the shoulders of six bearers.

-

Appre-

~~ hensions of sinister accidents crowded into my mind as we entered the.

stream —a false step—a sudden glddmess seizing the bearers—a -
deep channel—a strong current-——-elther of these c1rcumstances
would have . overthrown my palanqum, and "verified the predic-

tions of some of - my frlends, who conﬁdently assured me I should

DEV& return to England The. bearers were sure~footed and no ac-

crdent happened. - I was, however, very glad to see. the poles re-

- stored to their proper places for supportmg my vehlcle, by no-means

'1dm1r1ng the exaltatlon expenenced n crossmg ‘the river.
We soon arrrved at., the skirts of the town of Chmgleput There

were vestlges observable of its havxng been formerly a place of great

consxderatxon, rvlule in possession of the Mahomedan conquerors of

‘ ! India. Tt is now much reduced ; but the fort is still in a respectable -

state of defence, and its. rampart and fosse are ‘above two miles in

crrcumference In this® fort M. Coleman, a Herefordshlre gentle-

: man, who is Clnef J udge of the Zillah Court, resides in. very hand«
_some apartments, which are a part of the ancient castle. Mr. Par-
kiny bemg acquamted with Mr. Coleman, was waltmO‘ for me at his

_re51dence' but that gentleman was then at Madras upon ‘business.

We were, notwrthstandmg, received and entertamed 1n the “most

: 'hospltable manner by Miss Owen, Mrs. Coleman’s-sister. We had
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not only comfortable, but elegant accommodatlons for the night; and

our attendants were taken mto good quarters. - Mr. Coleman livedin "~

great style, and retamed many natue servants, well dressed- m the

costume - of - the. East who evmced by thur appearance that theyr :

P

- were satisfied w1th thelr 51tuatlon :
. The next mornma' l)emg ‘Saturday the 17th of ‘August, I arase

early and. from the telrace had some - extenswe and beautiful - v1ews._ :
. b

\Ieetlng Mz, Pallun 'soon aftemard we- were conducted to- the top ’

of the round-tow er, ‘or c1tadel -whence. the wews ‘were more exten-
sive, and in some. pomts more 1nterestm0' SR
In thls part of the fortress: a- state: prxsoner was conﬁned We
: saw hlm tal\e his ‘exercise on the’ terrace; attended,- 1ndeed b) some‘
o «ru'uds, l)ut e\ilnlntmg no marl\s of: despondency, Or even . SOITOW.
" He1s aRa_]ah or:Native Prmce of ithe Country, and was formerly
in alliance with the English East Indla Company . ‘but he broke his

| engaaements, and was deposed. - tHe 1s attended by a great numher, .

of his"own servants; and is mdulged inevery: possxble fnanner, ex- -

ccptmo' only. his personal hherty +Was thxs the Ra_]ah \rhose.occa-f

sronal residencé I had: yesterday passed P )
" The fosse or.ditch: surroundmg the outward walls of the fortress is

- wide and’:déep, -increases 'to: a spacmus l'lke, -and' is: constantly ,
' ﬁ]lcd with water, contaunntr several specms of ﬁsh and even, ‘as we :

were 1uformed allwatms 1 took a short sad on tlns plece of wa-

ter,. for . the: purpose of dehneatmg some exterual views of - the fort

and returned to Mr. Coleman’ s, to meet Mr Parkm, and bid adleu to.

| “our Lmd hostess ‘Miss Owen About two o ’clock we' q_ultted Chm-

gleput, ‘where ‘Mr, Parkin left the _'Baron- AKutzle:ben s horse_ ; and -

7

proceeded i in our palanqulns on the road to Smlth s choultry, about

o * twelve mlles from “the: fort, - On Ieavmg Chmwleput we sent our

' palanqums a mile round Whlle we salled An: M1 Coleman hoat

s across the- lake to meet them

- Soon: after. ]eavmg Chlngleput the country became open and
umnterestmg “Not an obJect oceurred- worthy the pencxl for several

miles, except one . small temple, and a tomb erected “near a. few

, scattered : Cottages... At Iength I ceased castm«r _about- mqulrmg

| glances for the plcturesque and sunk into a. kind of melancholy

musmg, my mmd recurrmg to scenes famlllar and dear to' me 1n my -

native country, from ; whlch T was~ now many - thousand ‘miles

’ d1stant transported ‘as it were- hy mao~1c ~I txaced in lmagmatxon

the well-known-. spots where my cluldhood frohcked the haunts of

my )outh ;' the earliest subJects of my mexpenenced pencil 3 thc ve-

,nerable Cathedral *, where so- many of ‘my. dearest friends exercise

their sacred functions; the anment Brxdge ; 'the Castle-crrecn, whcxe ‘

in former. days I had ‘so- often -joined . the - ‘gay’ promcnadc and,

.though last mentioned, not least thought of, thy dcllghtful m'ugm,

dear native WYE ! where Poxona pours her treasuies;.

| « Whence ﬁow dehc10u5 wmes, which well may vie
e \Vlth Massxc, Stettm ‘and renown’d Falern. ‘

0 stream beloved‘ may 1 wander once more on thy verdant and
peacefu] banks, and leave for ever the majestic Indus and the sacred
Ganges, w1th1n whose channels the alhg’ltor lurl\s, and on whose

borders the tlger roams I lmow not how lonoP 1 contmued ruml-

# He1 eford, -



natmg on subJects 50 1nt1mately cntwmed uxth ones enstence, as -
early friends and the h'mnts of )outh—but on being roused from my
reverie, and lookmg back “for my fnend Mr. Parkm, he was not
thhln ken. Concludmg, however, that he would soon ¢ome up to ;'; '
- us, we'w aited occasxonally, and proceeded at a slower rate ;. but my.’ ‘

anend dxd not appear. | I felt cons1derable anx1et), fearful that some

accident had happened to hlm or hls men.. nght was fast- ap-
proaehmg About nine o clock I reached Sm1th’s choultry . This
bulldmg uas erected by the late General Smlth fmmell) well

known in- the sportmg world who n the latter years of Lord
Norths admmxstratlon was a pohtxcal opponent of that rmmster, :
 and a dlstmgulshed orator in the House of Commons Tl’llS choul-»‘

try is sxtuated half way between Madras and the mxhtary statron of |

WalIAJaba(l and is, therefore much frequented by the Company’: 5 mi-
htaly servants It is kept in’ very: neat order, and was, fulmshed
with every necessary accommodatlon ‘Although it stands net:far
from a vxllage, yet 1t is neally surrounded by a thick. jungle, whlch

1s S'ud to be the abode of tlgers and other ferocious animals, . At

the txmc of my aruval there was. no. person at the choultry my »

bearers were, orlad to rest My mmd was. harassed w1th 1pprehen-

sions of some mlsfortune h'wmg happened to Mr Parkm I sat

down on the ﬁlght of steps leadmg to the entrance of the house, in

. anxious expectatlon of his arrival ; and contmued in thls state of pam- ,

ful uncex tainty for two hours, contmually disturbed w1th the mourn-

- ful thourrh .1pp'xllmg, cries of the Jacl\alls, as they were prowlmg

in-the woods near us. At eleven o’clock a bandy, drawn by two

horses, arrncd, with a gentleman 'md two ladles travellmg from

- 4 Madras. * The travellexs partook w1th myself of some rehesh-

~ ment procured from the vﬂlage, and Just as we had sat down,

. N[r. Parkm made his appearance, “to my unspeakable rellef ‘He -
o was extremely fatlgued havmg been deserted by nme of his

. bearers, wlnch obllged him' ‘to walk upwards of seven mlles " He

' acknowledged that ¢ some Tarsh words, ot his part had’ glven offence
“to the bearers, whlch they resented by leavmo* him umttended by a

\ sutﬁclent number to carry hlm By thls llttle c1rcumstance I dlSCO-

i} vered that these « gentle hemgs can resent and punlsh an- 1nsult
At twelve o clock our new acquamtances proceeded on thelr route

..a,

bandy for N[r. Parkm, to be 1eady by ﬁve 1n the mornmg, at the

. choultry

On Sunday mormng, the- 19th of August we set off at ﬁve
oclock on the road to_ St Thomass Mount The country, as we

proceeded ‘became more populous. " The scenery uas diversified

-1into gentle hills and plains ; the former generally surmounted cithier
_with pagodas or temples ‘On_the road to St. Thomass l\lount

which lies twelve mlles from Smxth s choultry on the w ‘ay to l\ladras,

we met with above a thousand bullocks, loaded with rice, for the in-

~ terior of the country These animals had taken _cotton ‘to Madras.

As we approached the I\’Iount elegant garden-houses, or countr)

res1dences, became numerous ~ About ten o clock we arrived at the

barrucks, and were entertalncd by Lieut. Connell, in the most hospi-

table manner, at his bungalow under St. Thomas’s Mount I here
had the pleasure of meetmg ayoung cadet who had been my compa~

nion in the Hope. He was now an officer in the Engmeers ; and from
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his excellent talents and acquired knowledge wxll probably become

a dlstmgulshed officer. - The road -from the Mount' to Madras STRY

very heautlful as I have aheady observed and the dally loun«re

of the fashionably 1dle at the latter place “ On our way we called at
the garden-house of , Mr. Ratter, an eminent merchant He has a .

plantation of cocoa-trees, whlch he.lets out to several tenants “in

lots of about ten trees to each, who extract the sap,. whlch is called
- toddy, from the stem of the trees : The toddy, having gone through

the .process -of dlstxllatlon, produces the spiritous lxquor called ar-_

_rack whlch is an obJect of con51derable commerclal xmportance

At nme o clock at mght we arrwed at Mr. Parkm s hung’\low at:

'Persewachum, _and at eleven I found myself safe, and m pert’ect

health, at Capt Pendergrass s house, Black Town beach Madras
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CHAP. V.

. A. FEW days after my return’ from ConJeveram and Chmgleput
some ofﬁcers of the Hope took me to dmc ivith:Mr, Griffiths; - a very -

: ,opulent mer chant the only survn’mg partner of the houseof Hope

and Company The melancholy fate of Mr. Hope, his lady, and four

> clnldren, had caused a_great sensation of gmef at l\ladras He had

embarked, 1n. lSlO himself’ 'md famlly, ‘and a very cons1derable

part ‘of hlS fortunc, “on: board ‘the- Lady Jane- Dundas, bouiid' for
England "but a dr eadful gale ‘overtook her off the Maurltlus, where
she foundered; “and all on board perlshed Mr Grlﬂiths entertained

us m the most hospltable style but I should not have notlced this .
. v151t “had ‘not our host been- honoured with the company of two (llS-'
‘ tlngulshed Indlan Chiefs for about an liour in -the ev enmg

Elght elegant palanqums blought them, and their attendants, at
nine-o’clock, ‘to' Mr. ‘Griffiths’s galden house, preceded and followed - |

by a:humerous: retinue w1th lighted flambeaux. Our kind entertainer

: mtroduced me to thcse Hlustrious strano'ers, statmg to them that I

had come from’ England to their country, solely for the purpose of

v151tmg some of - the superh temples, and the 1nte1estmg remains of ’

3 antxquxty which are ‘to be met with in Hindostan.. These guests
. were said to be an uncle and hls nephcw The elder spoke a little

U S
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English; and I regretted much that I had not had the ‘happiness to -
~see him before my excursion to Conjeveram, as he informed me’
that he would have introduced me to the pnncxpal priest of ‘the

Zuyambra pagoda, who would have permltted me to see some places

" the interior ‘but rarely shewn to strangers. The dresses and
turbans of these visitors were splendidly ornamented with gold and
Jjewels.  They drank some wine, and stayed about an hour. - When
they departed .they honoured every person. thh a shake : of the
hand;  and,. turmng round on'.reaching . the. vnanda, bowed in a

very graceful manner .They then moved oﬂ' in a grand style ‘We

W ere mformed that they were relatlons of the present \Tabob of

Arcot

An emment Persran Dlamond-merchant resrdmg at 1 \Iadras,

S ‘. P RN C o i ;

named Hommagee Ha( dje . Panda, yhad, engaged a - passage in .the

Hope to Canton He -gave a faxe\vell entertamment o, hls fnends ‘

before his’ departure, to-which- Lapt Pendergrass, some of his: oﬂ'i-

cers, and m self six other India Ca tains, :and. .’Madras Merchants,
y 1pt

in all more  than thlrty persons, were. 1nv1ted The table was laid on .

the roof of the liouse, over which. was thrown spaclous awnmg

The dmner was served at elght ) clock -and dlsplayed many dehcacxes,

the ‘names and composmon of whlch 1 .do: not pretend to. explam.' '

The dessert consxsted of red.and whlte pl'mt.uns, ‘pine-apples, ‘mans

goes, custard-apples, . rose-apples, 'guavas; and’ pumplenoses ;. and

.abundance of claret ‘was drunk . Before : dmner, four..of the, nier:

chant’s clnl(hen wele mtroduced to the company, dressed - in’. the

Persmn costume, ~with  black caps. nchly embx oidered,’ mstead of

turbans They were most engwmg children, . bemg two of each'
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sex, and acquitted themsclves, in paying - thelr respects to the:com-

-~ pany,: -with familiar ease and eleO‘ance. .After their depaxture five

dancmg glrls were brought in (two of ‘whom I afterwards saw at the

Hindoo wedding visit, “as before mentioned). "One of. these ‘females

- was eminently - beautiful ;. her- ‘olirelcohlple\r'ion was forgot ‘even by -

‘us, ‘the cold natrves of - the:North, when we- contemplated the lovely

contour of her § person, which-she' continually changed into the most
graceful ‘ahd ‘classical attrtudes, reminding . the spectator of the

“Nymphs and‘Bac_c_hantes of the Greeks. - This individual dxd not

display those"voluptuous, and'sometimes disgustitig, gestures, which

~are. usual with' these: ddncers; ‘and in: the acting of - whlch the other

. ladzes hberally indulged themselves. © ~ . ariooo i 0

i

.; After dihner the ‘glass- cuculated brlsl{ly, tales were’ told '1nd

songs were sung. About ten o’clock one of Hommagee’s "servants

_ appeared with a la'rcre"silvér 'vase in. 'his"hand‘“and ‘pfoeee'ded‘ to the

head of . the: tablé. - This man as :at least .six feet: anh, ‘dressed

- 1in the: Persian. hablt :and one- of - the: handsomest:-men, - I think, T

ever saw. - The. vasé: contairied rose-water, of the;lnghest -fragrance,

) ,u:hich’ he’; poured upon:the:heads and: cloaths of ! the guesm at the -

same tir’ne- ‘presenting “them xvitli'some"‘béautiful ‘flowers. - l‘hls ce-

remony svas- several: times t repeated . .while we stayed,::and was most

dehghtfullyrefreshmg;n that warm- chrnate .-Coffce . was served ‘at

eleven, and at tivelve. we returned home. - Although our host ‘was
very, temperate 1in:. tlllS entertainment, ‘he did- not adhere’ with the
utmost strictness to the commands - of Mahomet iwith respect -to
winé: but it ought. to be rcmembered that' the sect, of whichthe

. Persmns compose a part, .are not so'strictly obedient to the hehests

-



of the Prophet thh rur'n(l to abstmence from wme, as the sect

of Omar. - RS I TP A ST S PR
X made se\eml visits. to ] \Ir Hall at the Nme Wells, about a
mlle from the Black Town, and. was much amused with the method

- used .for ralsmn' the water.. - This water.as dlscoxered about - fo1ty

yearssince, . by Mt Bakel, and: is‘of. the. greatest conséquence to -
this Presidency, as .nat only Fort St. Geoxge, aud Madras, but also g
the shipping, are supphed with this. mdlspensable ‘element in the ]

Lot
(A1

Puxest state, [ :i7 0 idh] il wt v s el

“The machine,. h) meaiis of. whlch the: water 18 ralsed at- the Nme .
Wells, is worked: b) four -orifive men ;. and, though fm&emous, is
-only a shght 1mprovement of the ancient. plcotl, -used in. ‘this country -

for drawing - water. out: “of.'the ! tanks,:: When low, to- 1r11gate the |

rxce-grounds e T g e T e T ,
- The picoti is composed of a'piece of tlmher, ﬁxed m the ground

©" in an upright position, forked.at.the.top to receive- another piece;

which; moyes- transtcrsely on a strong pin driven"through'the'fork"f

The transverse piéce:is flat on one side of the fork, :and has pieces of
-wood across it, in'the:manner of steps, to:the end, from which hangs

a large bucket. . At the othér end of the transversé piece is'a weight:

A man; walking] down the s'te'ps, ‘throws - the'. hucket into-the well '01‘ '

~ tank ;. by returning ap agam, and- by means- of the Werght‘ hies rmses
1t,,and another person, stauding” below;: emptles it into.a channél
made’ to comey the water mto the fields. The'man who moves the
machine- is. supported by a convenient: ralhng of : bamboos. ~On
emptymg the buckets, ’ they sing out the- number ‘that* has: been
drawn, and add to. it. the name of Sm;y, or some: other de;ty
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vReturning' o‘ne"nxornlng tvith Mr. Hall Whom I frequently uslted

.and another gentleman #, flom his bungalow, n the: Nine Wells

Garden he- wxshed to 1ntroduce me to the son of an Armeman mer-
' chant who resides i 1n a street in the Blaek Town (w1th many others)
: near the heautlful church they attend. I here was most politely re-

-~ ceived; and, after looking' over some pencil drawings. of this’ young

‘artist, and resentm ‘him with some of my own, e came to Beach
P g ny

: House and Fort St George.. :

At the Nine Wells the- machmes are.a httle more comphcated B

- but the prmmple 1s the same with the p1c0t1

l\’lv next visit was. to Sir John Newholt (one of the J udges of the
Supreme Court), at Brodie Castle, near five miles from Madras. - T

‘ went in'my palanquin; and Wwas received with the greatest pohteness
.. and attention. After. spendmg about an hour i in ‘Sir John'’s hbxary, ‘
- which is‘select though notlarge, and lookmg over the (hﬁ'erent apart-

. merits.of this very:noble house, I rambled into the country, attended "
. by a servant’.with a.large. umbrella, or 'parasol.

The day was ex- |

tremely hot; the thelmometer at one. time bemcr as high as. 101.

Having.come to. a river; thlough -which I saw many of the country

people’ wa(hng, I was tempted to follow the1r example 3 and though

" theé sand near the banks: was almost burnmg hot, I was very much re-
* freshed ;. the water was in the mrddle about four feet deep So pow-

~erful was the soldr. heat that i less than ten minates aftel I came-.

out of the water; m) cloaths were perfectl} dry ! returned to-
Brodxe Castle- by -another \vay “On 'the Toad, about two miles from.

s.ithe castle, near the road leading to Pondicherr Y from thras, T

* Mr. Craufurd.
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‘came to a'small grove: of cocoa and palm trees, neaf thch was a
tank of water clear:as.crystal.

ment, most lnghly omamented - While I stood” admmng this. ele-
gant morceau, and preparma' to take a drawmtr of i it, a Bramin came
from a nexghbourmo' cottage, and entering the tomb throurrh a door
which I had. not: ‘before observed locked it after.. hlm. 1 req.lested
admission,. but was 1efused When L had ﬁmshed ‘my sketch, I took
the hbert} to -peep through the key-ho]e, and ‘perceived : famtly in
~ the gloom the devotee on -his knees before-an idol placed on'a small

. pedestal I do not meanto justify my conduct on. thls occasion’; but

my cuuosxty was too much C‘{CIted not to endeavom 1 some degree :

Voo,

to satxsfy it.

~On arriving .at Blodle Castle l took .my leave of - Su‘ John and .

Lady Vewbolt aftex some very seasonable refreshment
- The time for our departuxe from. Madlas ‘now: approachlng fast

I was employed in -taking leave.of my: countrymen. and | numerous _
" friends, - and also of my fel]ow-pass’end‘ere fiom . England - (all .of -

“whom were left. at Madras). - ~There is something. melancholy ‘and

dxstxessmg to the social nature of man, in- partmg for ‘ever: frofa

persons with whom he. has, even for a short time only, enJoyed kmd- '

ness, attention;.and confidence. - I ;_le_ft my friends,. therefore,- with

sincere regret. . The artist, and-the admirer of - the arts, have,” how-

ever, a consolatxon n then' separation from congenial minds, which

“softens the sorrow of par ting, and serves always to renew the pleasmg
recollection of persons and pldces they may never see again : I allude

to the custom, among amateurs, of ‘mterchangmg drawings,—me-

morials in themselves of little value, but rendered by circumstances

On its bank stood a tomb,. or monu- . N
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and occasion - 1nest1m'1ble I gave and recelved whlle L sta)ed at
Madras, upwards of a hundred of these xemembmnces .
A day or two before we went on bomd two young Bramins, \vho :
had for some offence forfexted their privileges, and lost their cast

- suffered the voluntary pumshment p1escr1bed by their laws for a

Ij restitution of both. Public notice had been given' of this spectacle.

I confess 1 hatl not. suﬁiment courage to be. present at it, but it was -

paxtxcularly described to me by a spectator.. A spamous lawn, near -

- the road to St. Thomas s Mount, about three miles from Madras,

was selected for the 'scene of thls curlous exhlbltlon A stage, or
platfmm, ‘elevated four feet from the ground was erected, upon
which was fixed a machine consxstmg of an. uprlght pbst or plllar
of conmdemble helght on the top of which two long bamboos were
transversely placed on PIVOtS To the ends of the bamboos ropes ran
from the uprlght plece, to' which were fixed hooks of iron. . At the |
appomted time- the oﬂ’enders mounted ‘the platform, attended by "
 two ‘reverend prxests and an. executioner. 'The iron hooks were
- lowered down from the.ends of the bamboos, and the. oﬂ'endexs, di-

‘ vested of all cloathing, lay down on their faces, and voluntarily sub-

mitted to the insertion of the hooks into the ﬂeshy muscle of the back,

-~ parallel with the vertebrw, a little below the shoulders. The ex-
“ecutloner then, by means of pullies,” drew the sufferers to a con-
~siderable height above the stage, where they continued swmng
in an houzontal position for half an hour, durlng which they never

uttered a cry or groan. When they had been suspended the time

- - prescribed by their institutes, they were released, among the shouts

- of many thousands, who were witnesses of their heroic suffering.
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They were congratulated by thexr friends, and lestored to their cast,
the loss of which s consrdered by the Hmdoo as worse than death.
This ceremony was performed by torch-light, and, at its conclusion,
sky-rockets and other tne-worl\s were éxhibited, ‘with much shoutmg

and rejoicing: ' TFrom the account I 1ece1ved ‘more thdn 6l)00 persons,

chiefly natwes, were present

On Monday, the 2d of September, 1812, afte’r a dangerouns push -

and roll through the surf in- our. Massula boat, we got safely on

b0'1rd the Hope. ~

. Before I proceed to describe the voyage to Pulo- penang, or Prince -
of Wales’s Island, I shall glve a short account of the mythology, |

~ and also some
: rellglon, manners, -and customs “of -the Hindoos;;

account. of the mode of transactmcr business at’ Madras ;the state of

1ts markets ; -the hire of palanquins, -bandies, carrmge ‘of goods 5

hire of coolies, or porters ;. the value and- denommatlon of money, &c
Such.details will be useful, I hope, to my countr)men, "who will
now, douhtless, adwenture in greater numbers to India than here-
* tofore, in consequence of the hberty of tradmg aﬁ'orded by the late

leglslatwe regulatlons e R SRE

. Ry
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© CHAP. VI

TI—IE late Sir WILLIAM Jonzs, who united, in his own person,.

. the finished Scholar, the elegant and 1nsp1red Poet, and ‘the- con-

stitutional Lawyer has, through his mdefatxgable researches, and
hls intimate knowledge of - the ancient and modern languacres of the

East, transmitted -to- his: countrymen more 1nformation respectlng

 the mythology, reho-lon, laws, ‘and lnstory of the Hindoos, than the

aggregate productions of all former authors atl'orded It is to him’ I

am chiefly lndebted for the followmg sketch.

. The Hindoos’ acknowledge the Supreme Bemg under the appel—

latlon of Brama, or Brahma. He created the Umverse, and, by

~ his Prov1dence, supenntends the whole. VVhen he had formed the
“world, he created a female deity called Bhawaney ;' she is hlo'hly ve-

nerated as the Mother of the Gods. For, In a rapturous fit of de-

. votion and. thanksolvmv to Brama, she dropped three eggs, whence
sprang Brzmlza, %sﬁnou, and Swa "These seem to be only some

- of the attrlbutes of the Deity persomﬁed for Brimha represents the

wisdom, Vishnou the goodness, and Slva the power of the Supreme.

‘Brimha is said to-Kave been the author of the P?zds or Veda/ns, the

sacred books which contain the pnnclples of rellglon, laws, and g go-

_ vernment. After the creatlon of ‘man, these books were delivered by .

N
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Brimha to the Bramihs, to be by them only read and explained to the
other casts. Brimha was the ¢reator of man, having that power de-

legated to him by Brama. The ¢asts or. tribes .of- the 'H‘indoos' are

" four ; the .B:ahman, the Kizatr_y, the Bl yse, “and the Zoodera, “or.

. Soodera : ,

o Bnmha created the Brahman or Bramm from his mouth: he is,

_ therefore, the most eminent in rank ; and his busmess is to perform

‘the rites of religion, and to instruct mankind. ; N
. He next created the Khatry from his arms; ‘his duty is to govem,

command and defend the people

. The Bhyse was created from his belly and thlghs ;. and lns busmess \

IS to provrde and to supply by agrlculture and traﬂic ,
. Hethen created the Soodera and his fate is: t0 labour, to  serve,
.‘andtoobey o ' T LI
- He afterwards proceeded to create all other ammate and inanimaté
things; and the. Supreme Bemg infused into mankind the principles
of plety, of justice, of.compassion, and of love; - of pride, of avarice,

of anger, and of lust; with understandmg and " reason to pre51de over

“and apply them..

Thus it 1s to he observed that that most 1mportant prmcrple of ~
: d1v1dmg the people into casts, is derwed from the creation : and so -
. firmly is this principle fixed in the minds of the Hindoos; that all -

the political changes, convulsions, and conquests which. this great

'countrj"\has experienced,l have not in the least shaken or affected. it.
The fire and sword of the Mahomedan Conquerors, and ‘the mild

precepts of ‘Christianity, - have been "equally unsuccessful in the at-

‘ 'tempt of brcakmg or dlssolvmg this chain of adamant with whlch ‘

.)l

the mlnd of man in Hmdostan ‘has been bound and restramed, ina

 state of slavrsh submlssxon to Jgnorance and superstrtlon for a hun-

“dred. ages. -

Vlshnou and Swa are the prmcrpal obJects of worshrp 3 though_

there 1is an-almost endless trzun of mfermr dextres ; every mountain,

~ grove;: town; and: vrllage, havmg a pecuhar dmmty for its patron -

and protector. : S . R
As to the rellmon of thls people, Sir- Wllham Jones observes,
¢ The learned Hindoos, as they are instr ucted by their: own books,
¢in truth acknowledge only - one Supreme Bemg, whom they call
« Brahm, or the Great One; in the neuter- gender . They believe
¢ his essence to be mﬁmtely removed from the comprehenswn of any
¢ mind but. his . ovn, and they suppose “him to mamfest hls power
¢ by the operatlon of bis divine spirit *.” ‘ o
Father Bouchet; - the superxor of -the Jesuit Mlsswn'mes wutes
to the Blshop of Avianches] from Madura, in the.Carnatic:: _
¢ The Indians acknowledge one eternal God, infinitely perfect.”
« They say, that the great number of divinities which they
¢ worshlp, are only inferior deities, entirely subJect to  the will of
¢ the Supreme Being;’ who 1s equally Lord of gods and men~]~
It has been thought necessary; in- ‘most rehgxous mstltutlons, to

' present external objects ‘to fix the attention of ‘the vulgar, from the

ancient Jews' to the Christians of modern trmes, especxally those of

the Church of Rome

% Asiatic Researches, \ol I
1 Lettres Edlf et Cur. tom 1L
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Lét us therefore’ abstract our mmds from the- abuses, -and: search

‘into the- spirit of the Bramrmcal rehglon 3 we shall then find that it

inculcates the belief of one God only, wﬂ:hout begmmng, and with~
out end ; .nor can any thing be more subllme than their idea of the

Supreme Belng The followmg hne hnes translated by Sir- Wllham

Jones from the wrltmgs of one of their, ancrent authors, are part of .

a hymn to Narrayna, or the Spmt of’ God

o« Spmt of Spmts, who, through evry part
«.Of space expanded, andof endless time, - et
.4 Beyond the reach of labring thought sublime, = -
.« Bad'st uproar into beauteous order start;
ke Before heav'n was, thou art.’ |
e Ere"spheres beneath?us roll'd, or sPheres above; °
¢« Ere earth in’ ﬁ'rmamental‘zether hung,
- % Thou sat'st alone, till, through- thy my strc love, F L
‘. Thmgs unexrstmg to exzstence sprung, Lol
- ¢« And grateful descant sung. i
L« ‘Omniscie‘nt‘ Spirit, ‘whose all-ruling porv’r’
¢ Bids from each’ sense brwht emanatrons beam ; ; R
- Glows in the rainbow, sparkles n the stream, :
“ Smiles in the bud; and glistens i in the ﬂowr

« That crowns each vernal bow r, ‘

- Sighs,m the gale, and warb]es ini the thro‘atv [
“ OF every bird that hails the bloomy Spring, " ‘
« Or tells his love in many a liquid note, -
'« Whilst envious ‘artists touch the nval strmg,

« Till rocks and forests rmg ;
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. Breathes in rlch fragrance from the sandal grove, L

ks Or where the precmus musk- deer plavful rove;

¢ In dulcet juice, from clust ring fruit dlstrls,

5 And burns salubrious in the- tasteful clove:.

o Soft ‘banks and verd'rous hll]s
o Thy present mﬂuence ﬁlls,

o In alr, in ﬂoods, in caverns, woods, and plams,

“ Thy Wlll 1nsp1res all thy soverex«rn Maya reigns.

' o« Blue crystal vault, and elemental ﬁres, A

¢« That i in th’ aethereal ﬂmd blaze and breathe H

I 14
.« Thou tossing main, Whose snaky branches wreathe

-« This pensﬂe orb with mtertwrstmg gyres;

L Mount'nns, whose lofty spires,
€
Presumptuous, rear their summits to the skies, :

< And blend thelr emerald hue with sapplnre light;

¢ Smooth meads and lawns, ‘that glow with varying dyes

« Of dew-bespangled leaves and blossoms bright,
% Hence! vanish from my sight,

¢ Deluswe pictures! unsubstantlal shows'

“ My soul absorb'd, One” only Beixe knows,

“ Of all perceptlons one abundant source,

. .
. Whence ev'ry obJect eV’ ry moment ﬁows :
- “« Suns hence denve therr force ; ' 7

Hence planets learn thelr course ;

e “f A v
} But suns, and fadmg wor lds I v1ew no more ’

- « Gon ONLY I percelve Gon ONLY I adore
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~ The Hindoos:aré¢ divided into two PrlIlClPal sects, and these are
again subdivided. into’ many others of less lmportance ; but the chief

articles of their rellgron are umform they all believe i in Brama; or

the Supreme Bem ; in the 1mmortallty of the soul, in a future

-state of rewards and pumshments, in the doctrme of tlansmlgra- :

tlon, or metempsych031s ; and all acknowledgc the Veds or Vedams,

as contalmno‘ the pr1nc1ples of therr laws and rellgxon

The two puncxpal sects are called the V'zs/moo-Buk]zt or tlleh

followers of Vlshnoo, and the Swa-Buklzt 01 the drsc1ples of Siva.
Every one bears. the mark of his sect on hls forehead Thls mark is
called the #iluk. The tiluk of the. szhnoo-Bukht is an horizontal
line from one 51de of the forehead to the other; that of the Siva-
Bukht is a perpendicular. line from the top of the forehead to the

nose. - This mark is first ‘given to the child at a prescribed age, by -

the bramm, with - great ceremony, and “often . repeated ‘until, and

" once even after. death I . ‘
The great dewals, 1rnpr0perly called pagodas, -are clneﬂy dedl-: .
cated to Vishnoo or Siva; and- they are called by the Enghsh at__

Madras Vishnoo or Siva churches

: The mcarnatlons of Vlshnoo are numerous, six are observed in.

-----

~or dewals, viz. the 12th of the moon C/utra, answermg to the’ 23dT

~of April, ]l[astea Jayentee, the mcarnatlon of szhnoo in the form
of a fish; 21st. (lVIay lst), in the form of a /zorr the 6th of the

moon I{yasy (May 16), in the form of a lion and man ; June the

28th, 1n the form of a fortoise; Aucrust 31,.in the form of a horse;
‘and September 10, in the form of a clwmf
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~"Upon a pecuhar trait in the rellglon of the Hmdoos Mr Crau-
furd makes the followmg observatlons o :

«Ttisa cucumstance very smgular, and ments partrcular atten-

¢ tion, that contrary to the practice of -every -other religious so--

- ¢ ciety, the Hindoos, far from dxsturbmtr those who are. of a dif-

¢ ferent” falth, by endeavours to convert them, cannot even ‘admit

“ any proselytes ; and that, notwithstanding the exclusion of others;
¢ and though tenacious of their own doctrines, they neither hate,
“¢ nor desplse, nor pity, such as.are of a different belicf, nor do they
¢ think them less favoured by the Supreme Being than themselves.
“ They say, that if the Author of the Universe preferred oné reli-
“ glon to another, that only could prevall which he approved be-
¢ _cause, to suppose such’ preferenee, while we. see SO many different
“ religions, would be the helght of 1mpxety, as it would be sup-
“« posing 1nJust1ce towards, those that he left ignorant of his will;

- ““and they. therefore conclude, - that every 1el1g10n is pecullarly .
o« adapted to the country and people where 1t is- practlsed and that'- :
o« all in their orlgmal purlty are. equally acceptable to God.” .

‘Mr., Craufurd observes, also, that ¢ their rules of morahty are -

¢ most. benevo]ent and hospltahty and charity are not ounly str ongly
66 1nculcated but I belleve no where more universally practlsed than

 amongst the Hmdoos

The Heetopades, or usqful mstructwn, as Mr. Charles Wilkins

..tr'mslates it, a very ancient productlon in the Sanscrit language, 15

full of the most beautlful and practical moral precepts.

Mr. ‘Wilkins pubhshed a translation of thls book in 1 /87 The |

. orlglnal was written in the sacred language by Vlshnou-Sarma, an
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ancient bramin, and con51sts of apologues or fables, -conveying the

. soundest morahty These fables have been long in the hands of the

Bntlsh publick,- through the medium. of a - very. indifferent versmn :

'of a . French - translation.” “from * the Persmn, under the tltle of

c The Fables of Pllpay, an Indian Phdosopher
- The: followmg passage 1s taken from the Heetopades,: whleh 1
thmk, no Chiristian philosopher néed scruple to- acknowledgevas 2

comfortable and a- ~happy truth :* ¢ There ‘is one friend; ‘Religion,.
¢ who attendeth even in death, though all other thmgs go to deca),. «

- hke the ‘body.” L

"‘The - Bhag-vat Geeta, an- eplsode contamed in the celebrated

poem of fMahahbarat said to have been written by Krishna Dwy -

; ‘Payen Veiis, a 1earned bramin, above 4000 years ago; has also been

translated by, Mr. Wllkms, and contains dlalogues between Knshna,

- who 1s supposed to- be the god Vlshnou in. one of his mcarnatlons, ,

-and Ar]oou the son of Pandoo, the favourite of the god." The dla-

loo'ues are full of precepts 1nculcat1ng the purest morallty

" From what I had read, and from the mformatlon I had acqmred

prevxous to my voyage' to’ Indla, I was very much’ prepossessed in

“favour of the Hmdoos ; con51der1ng thém as benevolent hospltable,

tender, gentle, and humane. "~ T believed- them to be, ‘with' the
usual alloWanees for the frailty . of human_nature,.rirtuous,' honest, -
Afaithful and pious ; and from the  very little e‘tperience 1 had'during‘

“so short a visit to them, I had no reason to alter my opinion. It -

: 1s not in Madras, or any such large and populous. c1t1es, that the

genmne character of a people is to be found. Itisin the country,

in their villages, in their groves and fields; where they are unmixed

I
with Europeans, Chinese, and Mahomedans, that the true character
of these people is to be dlscovered o .
~:_>vI am happy in having the opportumty of lllustlatmg this obser-
vation with the following quotation from Mr. Fonm:ss ¢ Oriental
¢ Memmrs,” lately published .. =~ L R

¢ I sometimes frequented places where the natives had never

~¢¢ seen an European, and were. ignorant of every thing concerning

¢¢ us : .there . I beheld manners and customs simple as were those

¢ 1n the patuarchal age; there, in. the very style of Rebecca, and

¢¢ the damsels of Dlesopotamla, the Hindoo vdlagers treated me.
¢¢.with that artless hOSPlt’lllty 5O dehghtful in the . poems of Homer,‘_
¢ and other. ancient records. ' S

% On a sultry day, near a _ Zinore v1llage, havmg rode fastex "

§ than my attendants, while waiting their arrival, under a tama- |

¢ rind- tree, a young. woman came to the well : I asked for a little’

KL water but neither of us havmg a drlnkmg-vessel she hastlly left

“ me, as I imagined, to bring an earthen cup for the purpose, as

¢ I should have polluted a vessel of metal; but as Jael, when

¢ Sisera asked for water, gave hlm milk, and ¢ brought forth butter

““in a lordly dlsh ’ - 50 ‘did this village damsel with more sxncerlty
“ than Heber’s wxfe, l)rmg me a pot of mdk, and a lump of butter
“ on the dehcate leaf of the banana the ¢ lordly dlsh of the

« Hmdoos

““ The former I gladly accepted on my declmmg the latter, she

s 1mmed1ately made it up into two balls, and gave. one to each of

S« the oxen that drew my’ lnckery or l)andy Butter 1s a lu\ury to

¢ these ammals, and enables them to bear additional fatlgue

Y



98

« In the Zinore Pergunnah,”’ ‘(thé scene of. this little prirnaev'al

rencontre,) says Mr. Forbes, “a country little l\nown in the an- -

¢ nals of Hmdostan, I saw human nature almost in primitive sim-
¢ plicity, but- far removed from the savage condition df the Indians’
“of America, or the natives of the South Sea Islands.” — Zinore is
watered by the Nerbudda, a river which empties itself 1 in the gulf of
Cambay, about 50 mlles North of Surat, - N. lat. 21" 20~ L

To evince the hlgh sense of honour entertained by. the Hmdoos, _
M. Craufurd relates the . followmg anecdote : ¢ An Englishman,
¢ whilst ‘on a hunting-party, hastily struck a Peon #, for lrnproperly :

« Jetting loose a greyhound. The Peon happened to be a Rajah- v:‘
- ¢ pout, which is the highest tribe of Hindoo soldiers. ~On receiving

~ ¢ the blow, he started back with an appearance of horror and amaze-

L« ment, and drew hls porgnard‘ But, agam cornposmo' himself, and

g

¢ Jooking stedfastly at his master, he said, ¢ I am your servant, and
¢ have long eat your rlce ’__and, havmg pronounced tlns, he pluntred
‘¢ the dagger into his own bosom . Mr. Craufurd concludes with the
following observition: ¢ In those few words he, surely, pathetlcally
¢ eapressed ¢ the arm -that bas been nounshed by -you, Sll'lll ‘not”™
“.be employed to take away your life; but, in sparing yours, I must

¢ g1ve up my own, -as I cannot survive my dishonour.”’

® LGN Peon is properly a foot soldier. Men of rank have always Peons ln

ok their service. They wear a sabre and poignard. They attend their masters

« when they go abroad carry messages, and are in general extremely - faithful.

¢ Those of the proper Hindoo casts will not'do any menial office; but’ Europeans -

¢ frequently take Pariars, or oufcasts, into their service, whom they consider as
(l y _ y s ] k €, whomnt :

«« Peons.” - : .
R'\Jah-pouls is & subdivision of the Kh'm'y cast. : '

S
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Instances of" their .courage have been related which' have not
been surpassed- in' heroism by ‘any nation. I will only insert' the
following :. < Some Sepoys, in the English service; being eondemne’d' ‘
““-to death on- a¢count of a mutiny; it was ordered, that they should

-

. % be blown off from cannon 'In the front of the army. Somie of the

“
offenders being grenadiers,: on seeing others who  were not, led

¢ forth to suffer before them, :they called out: ¢ As we have gene-v

(8¢ rally shewn the way on services of - danger, -why should we be de-

€ nied - that distinction': now »’ -—They “walked " towards the : guns
¢ with firmness and composure ; requested to be spared the mdlg- |
£ mty of bemg tied ; and- pl'xcmg' their - breasts' to the muzzles of

6 th /
e cannon, were -shof away. Though ' several ‘had been coti-

~ %¢.demned, the behavnour of these men operated ) strongly on theé
o« feehngs of .the commandmg officer, that the rest were pardoned ”

"When: I returned from India, my mind, was. deeply 1mp1essed

w1th sentlments the most favourable, of the morals , good qualities, and
b

: dlsposmons of. the Hindoos. Impressions, which all I had read; from’ .
:_Bermm to the accompllshed Sir W 1llnm Jones and Mr. Craufurd in-
clusive; were calculated to produce These have been since confirmed

'by the' well-wrltten testxmony of Mr Forbes. What was, then my

surprlze, dlsappomtment, and ‘mortification, when I lately perused

a paper, ~with the following title, ¢¢ Observations on the State of

s6: Soc1ety among the Asiatic SubJects of Great Bntaln partlcularly

e thh respect- to Morals, Laws, and Rehglon ? —This paper is

said to have been written b) a gentleman of the first-talents, of the
strictest honour and. integrity, and who has. 1esxded [ many vears in

“ India,-and a con51derable portlon of them in the 1nteuor of our
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« provint:es', inhabited almost entirely by natives.” — This ‘gentle-

man gives the following most degrading and humlhanng plcture of
theBengalese S oo LR R :

I Selﬁshness, in a word umestramed by pnncrple, operates .

: e universally ; and money, ‘the.grand instrument of selfish gratifi-

“ cations, may ‘be' called the supreme idol of the Hindoos. - De-

‘ prived, for the most part, of _P'_olitical,,ZPO\Ver, and -destitate of -

- % boldness of spirit- buf-formed for business, artful, frugal, .and
¢ persevering, they are absorbed in schemes for the - gratification of
“ avarice. ' oo 3

¢ The tendency of  that abandoned selﬁshness is. to set ¢ every
¢ man’s hand against every man,’ either in pro_]ects, or.in acts of
€ open'forc'c From v1olence, however, fear mterposes to. restrain
- ¢ them. The people of the Iower provmces in ~particular, with an
“ exceptlon of the mlhtary casts, are as dastardly as they are un-

L pnnmpled They seek their ends by mean artiﬁces, low-cunning,

“ intrigue, falsehood, servxhty, and hypocritical obsequiousness, To.+

* superiors they ‘appear full of ‘reverence, of ‘humble ‘and willing ~

~¢¢ submission, and readlness to do every thing that may be required of

+ ¢ them; and as long as they discern somethmg either to expect or to
¢¢ fear, they are wonderfully patient of slight, neglects, and injuries.
¢« But under all this apparent passiveness, and 1 meanness of tem-

iz per, they are 1mmoveab1y persisting in their secret views. With in-

“ fenors they indemnify themselves by an 1ndulgence of the feelings .

AL which were controlled before ; ; and towards dependants, especially -

¢ towards those whom an official situation subjects to their autllo-

“ rity, they carry themselves with the mean pride of low mmds.

ug 2N ok
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“ bour, the native character appears with less disguise. - The pas-

¢¢ sions have a freer range, and new consequences are seen to result
. from the absence of the primary virtues of society.  Discord, ha-
‘.j“ tred, abuse, slanders, injuries, Vcomplaints, and litigations, all .
e the effects of selfishness unrestrained by principle, prevail in a
L snrprumg degree They overspread the. land they come perpe-
‘e ‘tually before all men in authority. The deliberate malice, the

¢¢ falsehood, the . calumnies, and the avowed enmity with thch the -

s¢ people pursue each other, arid sometimes from father to son, offer

¢ a very mortifying view of the human character.”

“Mortifying indeed ' — I will look at this dlsgustmg plcture no

"more-—I will mdultre -a_hope that, as this masterly pamphlet was

swritten upon a political occasxon, the hlgh colourmg of the plcture

. -was to answe1 a polmcal purpose




' month of her pregnancy without acudent and also when she is de-

- his bed.
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CHAP. VIL

THE ‘manners - and customs of the- Hmdoos are now: nearly ‘the’

same as they were 3000 years ago. Their dress rremains the’ same,

unchanged ; so that the’ European goddess, Fashlon, has’ no:votaries

among them The ccremony of then‘ marrlages has been already B

described, p. 47.

. Their' religion. mculcates martiageas-a duty, and: parents are .
'stnctly en_]omed to marry theu' chlldren before the’ expxratlon of their -

eleventh' year at the ‘latest. If they-have' no‘children, they often
adopt a son. 'This son 1nher1ts, even if- children are afterwards born
of the marriage. A widow cannot marry agam, even if the husband
should die before she has attained an age’ proper to be admltted to

Ceremomes -are performed when the w1fe passes the seventh

hvered On the tenth day after the birth of the child, the cere-

, mony of grvmg it a name takes’ place, after the bramin has consulted

B

the planets At this ceremony the relations are assembled : after ‘

“due sacrifices, when the proper moment arr1ves, the bramin sprinkles

the head of the child with water, and such a name is grven to it as the

" bramin may tblnk best adapted to the time and circumstances. Thev '
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business is’ concluded w1th prayers, presents to the "bramins,. and
alms to the poor. - |

Mothers of all ranks suckle thelr chlldren a duty Whlch canriof

- be dispensed w1th, except in tase of sickness..” When a hoy arrives | )
~at a fit age, ‘he recelves the sacred string called the Zennar, which
: the Hindoos of the three ﬁrst casts .wear: round  their bodies. On

this occasion fresh ceremonies are- performed and presents given to
the bramins. ' : .

: The. mode of educatmg the boys h'ls been already notlced To
what is said on. that sthect it may be necessary to add, that as all

_the dnﬂ‘erent professrons amongst the Hindoos form as many classes

or trlbes, every one learns at home the professmn he belongs to,
nor can he quit it for any other. G .

- The practice of burning the dead is almost umversal ‘and it is a
lamentable truth that the custom. of the widow hurnmg herself on the
funeral plle with the body of her deceased busband, .still exists. So

' much has. already been Sal(l and wrltten upon this dreadful sub_]ect

that I shall only detain the reader with the relation of one instance;

which is taken from Bernier’s Travels * ; and which I have not hi-

o tberto seen translated into our. language

¢ When I was travelhng from the city of Amedabad to Agra,
¢ the caravan was reposing one day in a grove, to wait for the cool
“.of the evening to proceed. We had not been long in this place,
¢ when -we were informed . that a w1dow was at that moment about

€ to burn herself w1th the . hody of her husband at a place not’

» See Voyages de' Bernier, vol. 1. P lll,‘ 12mo, edit. d’Amsterdaml 1725.

[}
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¢ far ‘from where we were reposing.» I_.got up - immediately, -and
¢ ran as fast as I could to the spot, which was on the bank of a

« large tahk The tank was almost dry; -and withinita deep-ditch

 was dug, in which wood was piled, and on the wood a dead
¢ body was laid, ready to be consumed A woman, who appeared
 to me, at the distance in which I was stationed, to be handsome,
«and well made, sat on the pile close to the body. Four or five

«¢ bramins set fire to the wood on: all sides. - I observed five young

¢ women, of a very preposses:.mv' appearance, :who,- holding each ~

< other by . the hand, sang;, and . danced ‘round -the.fire. A. great |

~ « number of persons of both sexes attended as spectators. -

« The pile: was almost mstantly in a blaze, on ‘account of the

¢ oil and butter which was thrown upon - ‘the Wood I percelved
¢ the flame lay hold of .the dress of the woman, wlnch was - also

“. Sprinlxled with oil, and scented with the -powder of .sandal wood

-¢¢ and saffron.. 1 at this' moment ‘could see - the woman’s' counte-

¢ nance across the flames,; and. she did not seem to. betray. the least”

« fear, or sense of pain: on the contrary,. those. who. were nearest

“to the pile, said that they heard her pronounce, with much force‘ _

¢ and emphasis, these two words,  five, tibo,"b) which she meant
“ to express, '1cc0rdlng to certam partlcular and popular opmlons

~¢¢ entertained by the believers in the doctrine of the metemps chosxs,
y psy

¢ that it was foxj the fifth time she was now burn_mg_herself “with

~ < her husband,- and that there remained but: fwo more such sacri-

« fices to arrive at perfection;. as if she had at that moment . the

¢ reminiscence of her former existences,. and a prophetic view of the’

. ¢ future, .

« themselves with her.
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-2 ¢ But this‘infernal Itragedy‘ did not end he_re.,» I had conceived

¢ that the singing and dancing of the five'females was an usual part
“ of the ceremonies used -upon these occasions ; but what was my
¢ astonishment, when I saw . the dress of one of them caughtvby the

¢ flame ! She immediately quitted the hand of -her companion, and -

. ¢ precipitated herself, head foremost, into the fire. In a.short time

« another' of them, enveloped in flame and smoke, threw . herself

“into the burning ditch. The three survivors continued dancing

“¢ and singing, without any signs of fear or concern; and, to my
- *¢ amazement - and horror, underwent voluntanly the same fate as

"« their compamons

_¢ T took considerable pains to dlscover the reason of such a dread-

¢ ful sacrifice, when I was informed that these females were slaves,

¢ who, seeing their mistress extremely afflicted on account of the sick-
. * ness of her husband, and. that she had promlsed not to-survive
¢ him, ‘but_to burn. herself with him, " suffered themselves to be

€<
¢ touched with compassion and tenderness towards their mlstress,

“ and gave her their word to follow her resolutlon, and to bum

’,,

At the end of his narrative, M Bernter makes the followmg

observatlons

- ¢ Many persons with whom I conversed upon the subJect of -

;“ women burmng themselves with the bodies of their deceased hus-

¢ bands, would persuade me .that it was'done purely out of love

A ¢ and attachment to the deceased. But I have since learned that it

- *¢1s the effect of opinion,: of predispositioh’ in-the miod, and of cus-

“ tom; and that mothers, infatuated from their youth with this
‘ . r
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o« superstltion,' that it is, most virtious, rnost praise-worthy, and un-
R avoulable to a woman of - honour, 1nst11 the:same opmlons into
. ¢ the minds of their daughters from thelr tenderest infancy. I am, :
¢ however, of- opinion that it is at bottom only an- artlﬁce of man to

¢¢ render the woman more dependent upon him, and more subJect to

¢ his controul
The ceremomes used ‘on the death and at the funeral of the

'Hmdoos, have been already rélated, p 37 \ﬂ

o« Notw1thstand1ng the heat of the chmate in the southern parts of
¢ Hindostan, and the delicate constxtutlons of the natives, many ex-

¢ amples of extraordmary longewty are to be found both:among the
¢ Mahomedans and Hindoos. The celebrated Aurengzebe, after all

¢ the fatigues he had undergone, died at the age of ninety. .

¢¢ The Hlndoos are cheerful, fond of conversation, play, and

b « sports. ~They will-spend thie Whole niglhit in seeinig d'aﬂci“g and

’ rofession
U hearlng music; yet none dance but the women whose ' P

¢ it is, and who devote themselves to the pleasure and amusement of _
. ¢ the publlc. N

‘ They eat only twice a day, in the mormno- and evening. Noner |

« of the four casts are allowed to taste any intoxicating Tliquor; | andv
¢ "even tho»se‘ who may eat meat, are advised to do if ‘sparingly.

¢ Their food 1s prepared in earthen pots:’ instead of plates and
o dlshes they use broad leaves, generally of the palm or plantain-
“ tree, neatly sewn' together with a blade of -dry grass, and- which

¢ are thrown" away and renewed at every meal. Like the inhabitants

¢ of most Eastern countries, they use neither forks nor spoons, but °

« only“ the -ﬁnge_rs of the right hand, 'and are scrupulously nice in |

¢ Joins, which: descends under the knee, but. lower on the left side
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« 'washing b‘oth before and-after’ meals‘v' The left hand 1s reserved
¢¢ for such offices as are Judged to be uncleanly RN
s¢ The Hindoos shave the head, .except-a lock on the: back part \
[ of it, which i 1s covered by their turbans; ard they likewise shave

¢ thelr beards, leavmg .only small- whlskers, whlch they preserve

El

-« W1th neatness, and care.: :iul.o e e i

L8 The B.IEEI_I_I_IEL who oﬂicmte ‘at, the temples, generally go. Wlth ;
¢ their heads uncovered ‘and the upper part.of: the body naked..
¢ The zennar*, or sacred strlng, s hung rfound- the -body from the

 Jeft shoulder a plece of white cotton cloth 1s’ Wr'ipped round tlle

¢ than the othel ; and in cold weather, they sometimes cover their
¢¢ bodies with a-shawl, and their heads with a red cap.

o The Khatries, and those who inhabit the country and v1llages,
¢ wear a piece of cotton cloth wrapped around the loins as'above de-
“« scmbed another piece of . finer -cloth;’ ‘generally muslin, is-thrown
“over the: left shoulder, and. hangs round- the body.” A plece of
& muslln, in: the shape. of a handkerchief, 1s wrapped very neatly ‘
‘“round the head. 'In the ears, which are always exposed, all the/

« Hindoos wear’ large gold nngs, ornamented accordmg to them
i

L ® The zennar is made of a partlcular kind of perenmal cotton called nerma.

— m“""""-mm

Itis composed ofa certain number of threads of afixed length. The zennar worn

by the Khatrys hzs fewer threads than that worn by the Bramins, and that worn by
the Bhyse fewcr than ‘that. worn by the Khatrys "but those of the Soodra-cast are
excluded from this dxstmcnon, none of them being permxtted to wear it.

"~ TheJews have also their sacred string, which is called'zizzit, and'is composed

of ewht woollen threads, and worn in the same manner as the zennar. :
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“ taste, or ‘means, w1th dxamonds, rubles, and - other premous

s« stones. :
¢« On days of ceremony and reJolc1ng, they wear rich bracelets B

¢ on their arms, jewels on thelr turbans, and stnngs of pearls found
¢¢ their necks hangmg down upon the ‘breast.. They wear shppers
¢ of fine Woollen cloth, or velvet, which frequently are: embrmdered
« with gold or silver ; and those of prmces at’ great ceremomes ‘even
¢ svith precious stones.”’ : S

The dress of the higher classes, of course, is what' has been de-

: scrxbed The lower classes seldom wear any thing but a turban on

" their heads, a piece of - coarse cotton cloth round their mlddle s and;

instead of slippers, use sandals.
- The dress. of the men onl) has ‘been hitherto - ‘mentioned — let
us with reverence approach the elegant and lovely,' 4 though dark-

L coloured female Hindoo. ¢ She wears a close Jacket whlch only

¢ oxtends downwards to cover the breasts, but completely shews their

- PR Ll

¢« form. It has tight sleeves that reach about half way from the
¢ shoulder to the elbow; and a narrow border round-all the edges,
s¢ painted or embroidered in different colours. A piece of fine white
¢ cotton cloth, wrapped several times round the loins; and falling
¢« down over the legs almost to the ankle on one side, but not quite
« 50 low on the other, serves as a pettlcoat A wide pxece ' of muslin
“is thrown over the left shoulder, which, passing under the right
¢ arm, is crossed round the middle, and being fastened by tuckmg

4 part of it under the piece of cloth that is wrapped round the loins,

L hangs down to the feet. They sometimes lift one end of this pxece ~

¢ of muslm > nd spread it over the head to serve fora hood or veil.

.

]'09
T
The hair 1s commonly rolled up intoa knot, or bunch towards

“ the back of the head, whlch 1s fastened w1th a gold bodkin,.orna-

‘“ mented with Jewels and some have curls that hang before and

¢ hehi
nd the ears. They wear bracelets on - thelr arms, rmO's in

“-their ea
) Ts, on. thelr fingers, their- ankles, and toes; and sometime
_ g
.a small nng on one side of -the:nostril.”

-

. ’lll‘he dress of the dancmg -girls has been before noticed,- p: 50v;but
or the satisfaction of m frlends, who do not mean to visit India, and t ‘
0

t
gratify the curiosity of my fair readers, I Wlll, with Mr. Craufurd’s as
mstance, be more particular in the costume of those liberal ladies.

{3 Th
ey appear in a variety of dresses, beside those that have been E

alread mentlone
d The sometlmes wear tI‘O\VSEI’S llke the PerSIans i
Y y ]

(C c
) ajama Ol" wo Y
J rked mushn, _Ol' gOl(l or 51lver tlSSlle 3 the hal; PfaltEd [

£

“
and - hangmg down. behmd, \Vlth spiral curls on each side of the !

f , I'

- ¢ dances, they attach small bells of the same. metals.” " : l

- They are permitted to eat meat of all kmds (except beef) and t
s o

'd
rink wine and spirituous ]1quors "They are not permltted to marr
y 5

 thei
eir sons are mstructed in the musical profession; and their daughters
tread in the steps of thelr :mothers. S

. The following descnptlon oi amyoung Mogul beauty and of: the

,dress of a young lady of supenor rank ‘1s taken from Mr. Foxbes s

* - Oriental Memoirs:

- Her age did not exceed ﬁfteen “her form wasperfect her‘fea

¢ tures regular, and her large antelope eyes of a brilliant lustre. . Al

© % th |
ough. fairer than the generality of Iadian females, neither the .’

“ yose nor the Lill
1 ‘yadorned her complean, yet the brunette tint
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« rather enriched than' impaired the softness and’deélicacy of her |

“skin; ¢ grac'e'\w_as in" all’ her steps;’ ‘and .her \vhole"d'eportnient

« elegant'and" courteous- This" young "beauty' excelled in personal

. ““ charins, but. was not so superbly dressed. as' her: friend, whom 1

¢ hastily sketched as a specimen of a well- dressed Mogul.::

<« Her drawers, of green sattin- flowered with : gold, ‘were seen
“ under a chemise of transparent gauze, reachiing - to -her sllppers,
“ nchly embroidered ;:. a vest of pale - blue: sattin, edged with gold
“ sat’ close 'to-her: shape,'. which-an~upper robe of *striped “silver

¢ muslin, full aiid ﬂo’wihg,wdi‘splajcd togreat-advantage; a metted

¢ veil of crimson silk, flowered with silver; fell: carelessly over her -

““ long-braided hair, combed smooth and -divided from: the forchead,
¢ where' a cluster of ‘jewels was' fastened’ by: strings of ' seed pearl
““ her ear-rings were. large and-handsome;’ that'in- her’ nose, accord-

€y mg to our 1dea of ornament, less becommg The Asratm ladies

“4re extremely fond- of . the nose-Jewel and:it! 1s mentloned among :

¢« the- Jewxsh trmkets in ‘the Old. Testament a necklace in-inter-

‘¢ mingled rows of pear]  and gold covered her bosom, and several
¢ strings ~of- large pearls -were ° suspended from* an: embroxdered’ _
“ girdle set with dlamonds, bracelets of gold and " coral - reaehed' ’

“ from -her erst to ‘the elbow, ‘golden chains: enc1rcled her' an--

“ cles, and all; her-toes and ‘fingers were adorned- with valuable
L rings Like most of the Oriental females, of all religion’s",“h'e‘r
« eyes. were "tiniged by a black -circle, formed- with the powder of
4 antxmony, which’ produces a refreshing ' coolness,. gives the eye

e ‘additional lustre, andis thought to be a general 1mprovement to
« Asiatic beauty . :
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Every author. who has written on the manners and customs of the

Hindoos, have taken particular notice of their natural politeness and

unaffected manners. : They are careful not to say. or do any thing

- whichthey think may offend.. The least civility is observed by the

bramins, which is- perhaps owing to-that consequence they feel

_themselves entitled to assume on ‘accourit.of  the 'superiority of their

. cast, and ‘the profound respect and deference which 1is contlnually

Pald to them by every other cast.
- TheHindoos are prohlblted .under the severe penalty of losing their

cast,» from qulttmg Hindostan without permlssmn from the bramins.-

Those unfortunate persons who have lost. their- cast, as a"punish-
ment for certain oﬁences, form’ a distinct-class of the Hindoos, and

are called\ﬁandalas, or parzars ~These people are employed in the

meanest offices, and are under no restrictions with regard to diet.

They eat flesh, and. drink arrack made of the toddy obtained from
the cocoa-tree. . They are held.in ‘such abhorrence by all the other

casts, ‘that it 1s.polllition to touch them even by accident. Insucha

case the person-defiled by such contacf must wash himself, and change.

“his raiment. - Nay, an'Hindoo. would. refrain from the :productions

of . the earth, if he knew that they had been cultlvated by a chan-

dala. " A chandala cannot enter a temple, or be present at any re-

' ligiou’s ceremony.  He is not permitted to sérve in any employment
- and has, In f'lct, no rank in soc1ety .The loss. of cast is, therefore,

moreé terrible than death itself, as its conseq_uences are even supposed‘

to exten(l to’ another state of existence. D e

- When' or how the -population of ‘a country so.extensive.was di-

vided “into- casts, ‘cannot ‘ now. be even conjectured. - The origin .is

R
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lost in the remoteness of its antxqulty " But the man .who conceived

and effected an institution which, when establlshe(l SO compleatly

sub_;ected the. mznds and facultzes of  the human race to the purposes

of the governors and higher orders of soc1ety, ‘must have been a po-

: lltlclan, in comparison’ with whom Machlavelll was a novice.

It is this baneful institution which has arrested the progress of

the arts, or made them retrograde. It has destroyed emulation, 'in- -

ventlon, and oremus, and joined to the religious. doctrlne of "the

) metempsychosm, enslaved not only the body, but even the very soul
| "of the Hindoo; and, until some ‘great and total revolutlon takes A

place, the introduction of the Gospel and the doctrines it developes,)

will avail but little.  The progress ¢ of Chrlstlamty will be slow; if

not entirely retarded. The Mahomedan conquerors, with: the .

auxiliaries of ﬁre and sword have made; durmg the lapse of ages, .

~

but few’ proselytes e , A
‘Will not this system hmlt in-a great degree, the mercantlle

' advantages Whrch the . pubhc n England expect to derlve from . the. |
~ late leglslatlvel measure. whlch has opened the trade to them? Must ;
not wants and necessities be first created among.the‘popnla_tron of -

India before they will require intercourse “with other parts of the -

worldP But these points have been so ably stated in the speeches of
many of the Dlrectors of the Honourable East Indla Company, both

in and out of Parliament,. that. nothlng remains to be added. Let

 those eminent. characters, then, who so ‘successfully combated ‘the

united abilities of Ministers and the Opposition on the’ subJect of an-

open trade to Indla, that while the Company conceded the shadow,

it .retained . ‘the’ “substance;. let those . enhghtened men direct then'
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pohtlcal and moral pow ers towards a gradual but certaln anmhrlatlon

- of the system of ‘casts among the Hindoos; and they w111 deserve and

have the eternal: gratitude’ of millions " yet unborn lvmg .encous
ragement. and employment to the pariars or outcasts,. and t1eatmg ‘

them w1th fnendshrp and consideration, might perhaps; in process :

B of tlme, raise their spmts “and swell thelr numbers mto importance, °

lessening their dread of - dlsgrace, and ‘induce many to embrace the

' doctrlnes of Chrlstlamty ‘Aboveall thmgs, educatmg their children

in the Christian- religion would sow the seeds of a salutary revolution @
in ‘the’ mlnd, which would in-time, by enlightening the under- “

: standmg, destroy anc1ent perudlces, and effect the change so de- ; |

sirable in the natural and’ moral condltlon of the population " of

Hlndostan E R R IR T A

! 'The wants of the Hindoos are few; and those wants are abun-

_ dantly supplied, by the fertility of their native soil, “with very little

cultivation’ or labour. A httle rice, mxlk, salt, and the produce of

the cocoa-tree, are sufﬁment, with a vely sllght cloathmg manu--

' factured from ‘their own cotton, to answer every purpose Thelr'

' drmk 1s water

' The cocoa-tree is a specxes of the palm, and is one of the most .

\aluable glfts whxch nature. presents to man. It generally grows '

‘stralght, smooth without branches, to- the height ‘of from thirty to

forty feet and i s about a foot ‘in diameter. "About a dozen: large

’ leaves sprmg 1mmed1ately from the trunk near ‘the top ¥ TheSe leaves

are about ten feet’ long, and at the stem from two to three feet in

breadth. They are used 1 1n thatchmg the houses of the- lower order

~of the natrves, and to- make mats for them to 51t and lie upon;

Q
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produced and, by distillation, - 1t ylelds a strono- spirit, whlch bemgi

hu't with the finest fibres 'of the leaf mats are made that are pur-
every where sold,’ and at a low g prlce, contnbutes not a httle to In- / /

~ ‘chased by the rich ; ‘the coarse fibres are made into brooms; and the -

-stem of the leaf, which is: as thick'as a man’s ancle, is used for fuel. ‘

- The wood of the tree, when fresh cut, -is Spungy ; but thxs, as well
.‘as that  of ‘the palmym tree,  becomes hard by being - kept, and,_

attains a dark brown'colour: -~ On the top of the tree, a large- shoot
* 1s found, whlch, when boiled; resembles brocoll but s said’ to be

of a’moré delicate taste, andé thqugh much liked, 1s- seldom eaten

by the natives, as,. on, cutting.it; the medulla being left exposed,

the tree dies. - Between this shoot and the_leaves.spring, several buds,

from which, . on making an . incision, distils ‘a juice, differing ‘little

either -in_ colour or consistence from water. - Men, ‘whose business .
it 1s, climb to the tops of the trees in the evemng with earthen pots

_ tied round their waist, which" they fix to receive this Jmce 3t 1s |

- taken away early in the mornmg before the sun has had 'my mﬂuence ’

'upon 1t. - SR . , e
I was a witness to thxs ‘operation several . tlmes, and . could not

he]p admlrmcr the adroxtness of the cllmber in. ascendmg aitree.. so-

_perfectly smooth, as not to -afford the least inequality:to glve .the - '

foot any advantage in the ascent. " A strap of leather goes round the

~ body ofithe man and. the trunk of the tree, by shlftmg which . -he

soon inounts to the top. : . e S
The liquor drawn from the cocoa—tree 15 called tary by the

natives; but the English call it foddy. Inthis state it is cooling, "

and of a sweet. \agreeable taste. After being kepta few hours, it
begms to ferment, acqulres a sharper taste, and_a slight .degree -of
{an 1ntox1cat1ng quahty By boxhng, ‘a coarse. kind of. sugar is

" jureithe health of our ‘soldiers. ‘This spirit is called by the Enghshl

parzao arrack, because it is drunk by'the pariars, or outcasts.

.:'The trees from whlch the toddy is drawn do ' not bear any ﬁ'ult
but if the buds. be left entire, they produce clusters of the cocoa-
7.mt - This nut, in the husk, is full as large as a man’s head; and,
when ripe, falls.with the least wind. : When - fresh gathered, . it is
green on the outside; ; the'husk and the shell are tender.: The ’.shell :

.when d1vested of the husk, is:of the size.of an ostrich’s egg; it:is

lined with-a white’ pulpy substance, and contains.about a. pmt .and
4 half of llquor, of a sweet and- agreeable taste, not unhke milk, ‘but
dlﬁ’ermg from that of the foddy. ) U

~In proportlon as.the fruit' grows old;- or is kepf ‘the shell
hardens, the liquor is’ diminished, and is at last. entirely absorbed

by the whlte pulpy: substance, which’ gradual]y attains the hardness

of the kernel of,-the almond, - and is almost as: easily detached from_

the -shell. .. This nut‘ls s_ometlmes used by the Indians ‘in their

~cookery:’ - From it great quantities of the purest and best lamp-oil

is pressed ;.and th'e-substance “after it has been pressedv serves: to

feed poultry and hogs, ‘and -is ‘found an ekcellent nourishment. for

them. -Cups, ladles, and a varlety of small utensils, are: made of
" the shell. The husk, which is at least an inch in thickness, being
' comp05ed of strong "fibres which easdy separate, furmshes all the

Indian . cordage It 1s manufactured into Topes and cOrds of _every

kmd from - the finest. twine to the largest -cable, and the) are stated '

to’ be far more durable than those made of hemp. .
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- The mhabltants of the Nicobar Isl.xnds, at’ the E'lstern entrance

into the great bay of Bengal; build their vessels of the wood make V-;
; their sails and rigging, supply them with provisions and necessaries, =~
and pxoude a cargo "of arrack; - vmegal, oil, jaggree or coarse
: sugar, cocoa-nuts, coir, cordage, black- pamt, and. mdny more ar-
tlcles of -inferior consequence, for forelgn markets, entlrely “from
: }:hls tree .. ' ) : : '

. The. Sandal tree 1s so , valuable ‘on- account. of the. beauty, and

~part1cularly the odour of its wood that it 1s seldom’ suffered to grow

to a size larcrer than about one foot. in’ dlameter It 1s applled in

the construction of musical 1nstruments, small cabmets, escrutoires, -

A bones, and similar artu.les, as no insect can ex15t or: 1ron_rust

- very large and beautlful yet 1 did not meet w1th any tree wlnch'

within its influence. It is of three kinds, réd; yellow, .ehdxd»vvhite'.f
‘The red'is most esteemed when it is. brighthndi_of;zi ‘strong scent. -
Tt is of the dust of this wood that the bramins forni the pigment
“which they use in giving the #ilick, or frontal mark, to the VlShHOO s
Bukht, and the Siva Bukht, as before mentloned The smell of »

this wood 1S SO aromatlc, that it commumcates its odour’ to’ every

thlng near it. From the shavmgs and the dust a rich 011 1s ‘ex-

tracted. The oil, as well as the wood, is used by the Parsees and -
Hindoos in their religious: ceremonies ;  but. the. greateSt' part of

“both' is reo-ul'u'ly sent - to Chlna, where they are sold to great

advantage

Although I saw . many trees called Baman -trees, . and wlnch are

1s ¢ in itself a grove.” Mr. Forbes descrlbes one of those i 1manse

* F orbes s Orlental Memou's

oy

"Vc‘rees,igfowin’g on the banks of the Narbudda, .which had’ thre
‘hundred and fifty large trunks, and above three thousand smalle;

" ones—all from one parent stock; and each of these is sending

forth branches to form other: trunks,: ;and become the parents o

~ future progeny. He adds that this Amagniﬁce’ntv pavilion affords ¢
~shelter to all travellers, and is generally filled with a variety o

blrds, snakes, and monkeys He expresses himself as having

.often been ‘much diverted by the antic tricks of the latter, es.

pecially in thelr parental aﬁ'ectxon ‘to - their young -offspring, bs

- ‘teaching them to_ exert: themselvés in Jumplng;from.bough to-bough

~and then in taking more extensive leaps from ‘tree .to tree; en

,couraomg them by caresses when tlmorous, and menacmg, and ever
beatmg them, when refmctory R T
The Mahomedan .inhabitants: of Hmdostan are, "in number, a:

one to. elght They are -never found: employed in. the labours o

_--husbandry, or the loom
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,MADRAS is" extrernely popalous""‘ I'have'l‘)eenr 'infouhed:? that,
the number of inhabitants, .including . the newhhourmg -villages,
_ amounts to upwards of 500, 000 ‘Having;: heard -much of: the splen=
’ dour and 'state of our: ASlatlc Governors, I. was: " much - SllI‘pI‘lZBd 5'

and pleased at the unostentatlous, .yet: suﬂicrently dlgmﬁed ap-'-

pearance and . conduct of ‘Sir: G.-H.: BaArrLow. .- He: favours and

encourages the arts; but- where money,- andthe’ acqulsmon of fors

tune by the most expedltlous means, are the pringipal, nay the only,

objects among the Europeans; the arts must languish, and be. neg-
lected. _I_'haye mentioned one ingenious gentleman, who excelled as
a miniature portrait-painter. I heard of ‘no other. "The Muses
have no establishment in this premdeney There s, however a’

theatre in Madras whlch I once visited ; but it certamly was not the’

abode of the Muses. There was somethmg € enacted » which was

called “a comedy,f but, from the manner in which ‘1t was” repre-‘f

'sented I could not dlscover the plot or make out the story

Freemasonry flourishes here. ¢ The Provmcml Grand LodO‘e of -
“:Free and. Accepted Masons, on the Coast: of Coromandel, ap-- - |
¢ pointed under the authority of ther.Grand Lodge of England,’-’ ‘1§

19 BRI

‘held here ; and. #wo other lodges under. its authonty Th'ere 1s".also

a Jodge at St. Thomas’s Mount, and- another at the! vxllage of Tmr-
comalee, ‘near Madras, -~ Madras also contams séveral chantable in-
stitutions, which do great credxt to the government The. Military
Male Orphan Asylum,. thie Female Orphan Asylum, :the ‘Infirmary,
and Native Poor.-Asylum; -are excellent  establishments. "The last,
espec1ally, marks the. phllanthropy of the British ch'lracter.. The
obJect of 1t 1s-. stated to be ¢ not less benevolent than lt 1s':.com-~
f‘wprehensxveﬁand important,: that it is'to afford relief. to the native
“ sick ‘and poorl of all classes and‘descriptlons. “As an inﬁrrxiar:)"',

¢¢all ‘natives suffering under disease, -and such as may be so unfortu-

¢ nate as to meet with a'ccidents,r-;ar‘e:admitted; ‘and have' the benefit

“ of medical and surgical assistance. To ‘those riot'desirous of being-
s received into the institation, or wt)osesituation,vmay not -admit of
« their reSiding*in: it, .professionalf.ad\'_(iee)and"‘medi’cine are adminis-
“ tered as out-patients.- -'As.anf'a’sylhm— for ‘the native poor, the
¢ institution aﬁ"ords accommodation and subSist( ce to:such as from
“ age and 1nﬁrm1ty, -and’ Possessmg no'certain means.of - maintaining
« themselves, .are unable to - earn a livehhood, and ‘who, without
“sucha prov1s1on, would be constramed to- supplrcate chanty for
s submstence et T ’ '

There is. a mmt at- Madras " The coins m mrculatlon are ‘the

| star-pagoda, ‘the Arcot-rupee;- the douhle-rupee, the half-rupee, the

quarter-rupee, also. the: following small coins, wiz. ﬁve—fanam

. pleees, three—fanam pleces, two—fanam ‘and - one-fanam - pleces, on’

each of which is mscrlbed the1r denommatlon, in Enghsh Persmn,

_Gentoo,' and \/Ialab'lr 'There is also a copper -coin sent from

N
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Turope of twenty, ten, five,..and one cash value, .the latter bemg
vorth eight seventy -fifths,’. or about.the ninth ‘part of a farthing. -
Accompts are kept in Madras in. star-pagodas, fanams, and

'ash ViZ. _ ‘ o
- 80.cash . - - = =« makel faﬁa_m.

. 42finams - e e o= e make 1 _'ster-pagOda.-'f; R
Government, - the  banks, ~and all the houses of‘agehcy,' keep: their
sccounts at 42 fananis' the star-pagoda -at the shops and bazars, a
pagoda exchanges for. 44 or 40 fanams ;. but it ﬂuctuates, accordmg

Poo ,»_-_,,A-_. L

to: cxrcumstances . Bl .
A star-pagoda is equal to’ about elght shllhngs sterlmg, a fanam

about two pence. farthing.: “Three: Tupees ‘and a half are equ'll to one
star-pagoda, 7. é. about 2s.:3%d. English money, each rupee.” -
The stores and: warehouses of the melchants are ﬁlled w1th the

most valuable commodltles
ness,'ber.xd beauty of .the mercllandlze collected' together in the ware-.
houses of Messrs. Griﬂiths ; The eXpbrtations to thé‘Euro[')eatifrmz‘lt-# '
kets from Madras are precmus stones, pearls, corals: .- Shawls, " from
Cachemire, some of which cost 300 rupees’ from ‘the hands of the
maker’; . chintzes, mushns, sxlks raw . and . wrought cotton, rice,
opium,- drugs, &e.  And to Chma, dlamonds, pearls,. I\ialacca tm
and copper,. opium in large quantities, betel-nuts, and areka *,

It may be. useful to those who m'xy go to Madras to be mformed

of the prices of prowsxons in’ the bazars or.markets ; st may gratlfy ,

bthe cunosxty. also of the (reneral 1e'1de1. A maximum is ﬁxed upon

* Some account wnll be gnen of the betel nut, and nreka, in the nouce taken.

T
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all the necessanes of life hlought mto the -bazars: ﬁs:h on']y ei:cept d
5 ed.

The followmg is extracted f;
rom the table of . .
the Madr'ls Almanack for 1811: . - e- .o, liazaj‘ pljlces/, mserted n

. o BREAD. " - - -

S::tmsio:z,rt_ - - 1:_-‘— - ,”- -1 fanam per loaf.
c > 60 cash])er loaf. -

Third sort, - - .. _ . - 40 cash per loaf: .

_Fourth sort, - . .’ 30 cash per loaf

.. . UmpeR. - - . .
Stall-fed, - . . 4 fanams and 40 cash- per pound *
Other kinds, from -2 fanams 40 cash to 60 cash per ound
L . " VEAL,. FIRST SORT. - - p .
Fl(l)ll:t ST 1 pagods each.
New .\:_.. : = == "1 pagoda each.
Breast, - .. .. .-‘. -..:
Shoulder, = . " . - e "‘
Hea"(l," - e o ..: :

Knuckles, .. . . _. _ _

R

20 fanams each.

- .18 fanams each, "~

25 4fanavms each.

25 fanams each.

- 10 fanams two, |

Feet, - - . _ _-_ "= = - 4-fapa fe
as . 1ams four,
Celt’s tripe, Tttt = - 4 fanamssix.
. . © . "MUTTON, FIRST SORT. : » & .
Hind quarter,. . . . _ -. = 9 fanams each
Fore quarter, - ‘ | far e
E > T = s = .- .« 5fanams 40
A _Head and feet . . 1 'fa ) thag;h. et
, ~ = 1 fanam .eag
Liver, - -« 0 . . ; ez}c -
- IR | fanam each.

Neck, - - . . _. '
. - - e lfanameaoh
PORK and .Kip equally reasonable..
* Ahout 91d. English,
. = ,



Custard apples, Brown, - 60 cash éach'

1 fanam for six.”

- 2 p'lgodas each

. -Cock turkey, - -
“Goose; = =T - < "1 pagoda 11 fanams 20 cash each

‘Green, - - -
Pme-apples, first sort, - - -
Vellore Mangoes, Poeia

: e . - - - 22f h, A
Capons, anams eac 2 fanams each.

1-fanam for fdur;tf % L

-Fed fowls, - - - - - 8fanams each.

Country fowls used for sea stock ) - B ) Jacks, - - - - B 10 faname cach.
o First sort, = = = - - 5 fanams each. - Rose-apples, - = - - 1'fanam forc ,
: Duck,. - - - :-‘-u.;-' - 9 fapnams each _»Pimplenose,' | e L 10 fdnamse eI:g it
White-pigeons,'; T .6 fanams per pau‘ . Guavas, first soi't, - - 1 fanam f'oac t
Blue pigeons, = = - - 4 fanams per pair.’ Limes’,_‘ = e it -1 fanam foi ?x een., 5
“Wild godse,' T - 11 fapams each. - B I - Ourtegtl.
Braming duck, - - - .- 9 fanams each. : . _ - . .BUTTER, -
Wild duck,’- R ‘4.faﬁams.,40 cash each. - Firstsort, - - - - _ . . 6 fanams 40‘ oo
Teal, == l= = = = ‘2 fanams 40 cash eaqh'. ) ' S o cash per (%up.
Smipes, < - = - = -. 4 fanams per brace. . . - , MILK. | .
. Sand;lariis, s Z 2 - 1 fanam for four. - Flr8t~spr#’ S 3 fanams Per measure *

Partridges, - - = - 3 fanams per brace. -

H‘are, e fanams each. & 1'_ ' I
o ' : T Gingerlyall, - - .. :
) - FRULT. - Lamgp y'f, T = = =. - 6 fanams per measure, -
" Red plantams, ﬁrst sort, - - -- 60 cash each. * P, 2= = - - =0 - - 3 fanams T
. . Cocoa-nut oil, first soit, - - - s 40 cash per meas.

White plantalns, first sort, . -~ - 1 fanam for six. -4'-fanams 20 cash Pe
: 7’ meas.

Green plantains: (long), first sort, -1 fanam for six. * A m A
A easure o o

' somethmn- more than three Pmts Enghsh measure

3

Green plantains (short), ﬁrst sort, 1 fanam for five. o » » pounds eight ounces, . - - - or. two ..
* Caurpoor plantains, “first sort = - 1 fanam for ten. i ' : IS
Sugar plantains, first’ sort - = .- 1 fanam for eight.
Orangés, Santgar, - - - - -- 1 pagoda for sixteen. _
" Common) < =-=--- - 1fanam for six. '

- Pomegranates, - e e e e e 60 cash each.’



| »'Rate of CART and COOLY Hmn, from the Fon'r to the |
| New CUSTOM Honsn N

A bandy drawn by four bullocks,-. . 8 fanams
- Ditto, by, two bullocks,; - - .- . 4 fanams.,
- A cooly load, - - = 7= .- -- 1 fanam.
, Govemment Regulatlon for the hrre of PALANQUIN-BEARERS

A set of bearers on ﬁeld service, each per month two pagodas.’

Head bearer, per month two pagodas eleven fanams twenty cash.-

A set of bearers at the Pre51dency, each per month ‘one pagoda

hlrty three fanams srxty cash.. . .

Head bearer, per montb two pagodas
A set of bearers at the Premdency, Batta, on travelhng days

only, each,. per day, one fanam. -

Notw1thstandmg these reo'ulatlons, strangers are often 1mposed .

upon, on thexr ﬁrst arnval at ‘the Presidency. . The safest way,

perhaps is: to -employ a dubash at- first, who will take care, a late
voyager remarks, to suffer nobody to cheat you but himself.
. Butchers’ 'meat, on account of its - bemg necessary to dress it

1mmed1ately after it 1s kllled 1s not. very agreeable to an English

palate ; but the fish, and fowls, are excellent. Almost every kmd

of meat 1s presented in the form of curries.

The frults are dellCIOuS The wines are chleﬂyFrench Some’

Port wine,. and Madelra, are drunk also.

. The imports from Enorland into this Presidency are not very . ex-

tensive. The balance of trade is, therefore, in favour of Madras

125

There 18, somethmO' in the mind of man, wlnch attaches itself
to objects which he has been induced to cherlsh but for a short time
by habit and lntercourse, and he feels a reluctance to part from
them for ever. Whether this arises from the consciousness we
feel of the short duratlon of our existence, or from the social nature

of our spec1es, or from the necessrty we feel of extelnal support

and a551stance, I cannot tell; but, in my own particular case, I
$4

own that I never parted from a place which p]eased me, or a hill,
a rock, or a tree, which aﬁ'orded me views, rest, or shade, but.I
b

felt a melancholy sensation in the- reﬂectlon that. I mxght never see

them again. "These- sensatlons were most acute on my leavmg

Madras, where I had met with the kindest hospitality from consi-

: derable persons, of religions and countries widely - separated ; from

Hmdoos, from Mahomedans, from Persrans, and in partlcular from -
my own countrymen, when I reflected that I should never more re-
wvisit- them on the land which they inhabited. Full of these melan-
choly reflections, and at.the same time of gratitude for the kindness |
I had experienced, ‘I went on- board the Hope, lymg in Madras
Roads, on the 2d.of September 1811. :

My spmts were too much depressed to-enter into the mlrth and
galety which reigned in the ship, on the point of her depar ture. T
took my station on the stern of the Hope, :in'silent meditation, foir

several hours. The moon shone wich all her*]ustre “and by her

' llght I could. falntly see the extensrve Fort and Custom house of

Madras, the Black Town, and some of the adjacent villages,” where
I had spent many very pleasant days. I retired at length into. my
cabin, after .blddmg my friends at'Madras an affectionate farewell.
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CHAP. IX, -

| TUIJSDAY, SEPT. 3, 1811

_ ON lookmg over some of the sketches taken at and near Madras, '
and submlttmg them to the inspection of -Capt. Pendergrass this

mormng, he requested a copy of the view of Brodie Castle,- for the

purpose of sendmg itto a Mr. ondle, its first proprietor, who had

erected itat a vast expence Thls gentleman hdd lost all hls great

- possessions_by mlsfortunes in trade, and now resided at Madras in

a comparatwely humble statlon T had much pleasure 1 in complymg

with the captaln s 1equest and hope that this little oﬂ'ermg was |

grateful to Mr. Brodie.

. This day the Persmn merchant Hommagee Had_)ee Panda, ac:

companied by his nephew* and suites, came on-board “the . Hope,

the former as a passenger to Canton, with several boxes of Pearls, '

diamonds, and precious stones, for the Chmese market. The ne-

phew left us, and embarked on-board the. Taunton Castle, for the -

. same destmatlon, with a charcre equally r1ch and costly

* Jessagee Hadjee Panda was the brother of Hommagee Hadjee; he and -his

suite, the same as his brother 5 sxxteen in number, sallcd in the T.mnton Castle' _

Indlaman T LT e e e
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The Lady Rolla, bound to the Mauntlus, the Cape, and -
England with my friend Mr Parkln on-board, lay near us. =By

A

. him I had an opportunity of sendlng letters’ to. my friends; but

1t happened that I arnved in England several months before. M1
Parkm ‘ ' ‘
. While the anchor of the Hope was welghmg, it was w1th infi-

~ nite pleasure that we, saw the Northampton and Unlon, the two

‘missing ships, which parted from the . fleet durmg the gale off thef :

coast of Portu(ra] come into Madras Roads, and cast anchor near us,

They had sustained considerable damage in the storm, and the many

" succeeding gales whlch they had’ encountered in a voyage of much

~ more than the usual duration. At Madras\ they had been ‘for some

tlme considered as lost. ,
- Forty convicts were brouorht on-board, to he conveyed to Prince

of Wales’s Island, there to l)e engaged in the public works durmo'

- the term of their transportatlon Some of. them were decent-lools-

ing fellows, and some of them Nature had marl\ed for vﬂl'un) in

every feature. A

The evening bemg e‘:tremely ﬁne, I continued on deck until twelve
o’clock: = Fires and lights were seen near the village of St Thomé ;
and very ‘brilliant sky-rockets were fre(iuently' seen to arise. These
proceeded from some Hindoo Processmns, or religious festivals. . The-
Hmdoos have from the earhest times constructed ﬁre-works for their
amusement as well as for the purpose of eclat in their rehglous .

ceremonies. They are said to have had a knowledge, of the comp05

~ sition of gunpowder- long before it was known. in Europe. The

“rocket has been used by them in war for ages before the introduc-
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tion of European fire-arms ; and still continues 2 most formidable
weapon of offence, especmlly to cavahy ' )

Soon after six o’clock in the morning of the 4th of September,

, the signal for sailing was made on-board the Taunton Castle, Capt '

Richardson, our commodore ; a_nd_our little squadron, con51stmg of
the Tauﬁton Castle, the Hopé, and the Princess Amelia, left Ma-
" dras Roads, under éasy sail, with a light breeze; and in a short
tlme, Fort. St. George, the Custom-house, and St. Thomas’ s
Mount, faded on the mght and by degrees were lost in the dlstance

* Our voyage was very pleasant. The Persian- merchant was a

very agreeable well-informed man, and" could 'speak our language

sufficiently well to convey his meaning. - There were other passengers -

on-board the Hope, whose compahjr and conversation made the time
pass pleasantly : 4 : 7
On Thursday the 12th, we were a little alarmed, by the man
at- the mast-head .having discovered three large strange sails. It
was supposed that they were French fngates crulzmo' to lntercept
.us.  Preparations were instantly made for a vigorous defence —
bulk-heads and cabins all l:ﬁd down, and the decks cleared for ac-
tion, — We were on ‘the élert; all nighf; communiéating with the
commodore by signals; all hands on deck, and all busy. I could

not help admiring the alacrity of the 'seamen—one would have

thought by their looks, and the cheerful bustle they.wgre‘ in, that -

they were preparing for -some jovial entertainment, or some grand

festival' but the brave fellows were. dlsappomted —for, at five

oclock the next mormng, the -strange ShlPS had disappeared, and -

“we saw no more of them.
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We had a calm on the 14th and 15th, and much ]ightning.-—-~

Passed the small island of Pulo-Bartan, and took a sketch of it. —

- About four in the morning of ‘the 18th, a violent squall of wind

came on, attended by loud thunder and strong lightning, which

soon subsnded and was- succeeded b) a dead calm.

- 'We had. now a.view of Pulo—Pcnang being : -at- the dlstance of

about ten leagues from it, —-—Hele we saw a O'reat number of sea-
snakes swimming about. the ship. P :
'On -the’ 17th, in’ sailing into- the entrance of the Stralts of

Malacca; ‘we obtained a nearer view of that beautiful little . island,

of which I made a panoramic sketch.. "I was surpfized a little, at -

suddenly seeing a large column of water ascend from the sea near the
Hope- but soon discovered that it proceeded from an- 1mmense whale,
which was sportmg its unwmldy gambols, surrounded by thousands
of fishes. I _ : Sy

On the 18th, we cast anchor at about the dlstance of a mile

from George Town, the residenceof the governor. ‘A great many.

boats put off from the shore, manned by Malay sailors in white’

jackets and turbans, and came a]on(r-'side the ships. — The captains,ﬁ

pursers, and . passengers, went on shore. From the Hop"e,’-'Capf

Pendergrass, the .merchant Hommagee.and his '1ttendants, the’ pur-

ser, and myself were safe]y conveyed in the Penang boats to
&

George Town..

Itis W1th much regret I have heard it leported that - the East .

Indla Company 1nteud‘ to, abandon this settlement. ' If that"should
be the case, it lwilld'alway.s,"ne-vertheless:, be' an object of peculiar
interest to such European voyagers as may navigate those seas.—

S

i1H
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A short. account of Penang, Wlll I trust, be acceptable to the ': .

reader. : o y o S

Prxawe, or Pivaxe, is a Malay word sngmfymg the betel leaf

or the betel and areka together ; and Puro, in the same ]anO‘uage,‘
means an Island. . - The great quantities ‘of betel and areka pro-'

) duced in 1t gave rise to the appellatlon of Pulo-Penang Tt lies on

the. fifth parallel of North.latitude, and in longitude 100° 20~ East
at the entrance of the Straits of Malacca from the Bay.of Bengal.

It is about sixteen miles in length, and.-from six to eight in breadth. -

Its shape is an oblong square, distant: between_ two and three.miles

from the country of Queda, in the peninsula of Malacca. It'was a o

royal present ﬁ'orn the King of Queda to Capt Light “and was first

'settled in 1786. "An 1rregula1 ridge of - mountams runs- from North_

to South the whole’ length of the island. They - Tise in some parts
to the height of near’ 3000 feet from the level of the sea. - The

Northern: extremity is the most lofty ;. and here a signal-h'Ouse has
: been erected ‘and several bungalows bullt The whole of - the"ri'dcre'

»of mountams is covered with a forest of trees, of an immense size.

The level ground, from.the. base of the» mountainous ridge tolthe ..

: _,Eastern,c}oast opposite Queda, extends about twelve miles in lengt_h,’
and -1s of diﬁ'erent.—.br’eadths, from two to four: miles..  This slip

of land -is in.a state of high - cultivation, producing abundance

of pepper, cocoa-nuts, sugar-canes, betel, and- areka The whole

‘is interspersed with elegant garden- houses and bungalows, sul-»

rounded by beautiful - plantatlons " The- roads ‘are l1ned w1th a

great varlety of fragr'mt shrubs 'md trees, wlnch enJoy perpetu'ﬂ:

verdure. .
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*-On the Notth-eastern point of: this little plam, Fort Cornwalhs
and ‘George Town are. situated. - The latter is-called by’ the natives -

-

Tenjong .  Painaique.:; The populatlon of the island is supposed to
amount to “about 20;000,: consisting: of Europeans, Malays, Suma-
trans, Chinese, ermans, &e. ' P SR
" Proyisions of all kinds are. m great. plenty, and supplled at a;very
reasonable rate from .the ,Queda* shore.: Fruits, are. so, cheap that 1 ’
purchased': three. dozens, of ,oran‘ge's for two pence, -_andt beautiful ripe
pine-ap'ple's ~for’ two pence'reach_ “Culinary: vegetables of all sorts
were also- to, be had in. abundance A great- vanety -of the most ex~
cellent fish 1is, found in shoals in: every, direction: round the rsland
‘which, Mr Johnson says, ¢ from the salubnty,of its air,: 1§ justly.
¢ esteemed the l\Iontpellel of India. - Coups. de soleil are. seldonr
“ experlenced n “this . settlement although the: Europeans walk and
¢« ride about at all times of the day exposed to a vertrcal sun.
" ¢ From “the dawn of day until the sun has emerged above the

¢ hlgh mountains. of Queda, . and .even for some time after this pe-

«¢ riod,  Penang rivals any thr_ng;that has been fabled of the Elysian -

¢ fields. The dews which have fallen in : the course'of the‘night’

L rmpregnatedﬂwlth,then,:odours, .early,m the mormng begin to ex-

« hale, and fill the air with the most delightful perfumes; while the
‘é _European . inhabitants, taking advantage of th?s pleasant: season

s for air.and exercise, crowd the roads in carriages, on horseback

-« and on foot, till the sun, gettmg to ;some height above the moun- -

¢ tains of Queda, becomies so “powerful as to drive them into their

«“ bungalows, to enjoy a good breakfast, with a good appetite. -
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Lo The fow lands of Penang bemg llable to: 1nundat10n n the
“ rainy season, the houses of the Europeans are all elevated: from
¢ the ground eight or ten feet, on arches or plllars They. seldom

“.consist of more than -one ﬂoor, are built. of wood and thatched
“ with leaves of trees*.” g

E

“In: short, the garden-houses and bungalows are erected-here in

‘ the ‘same-manner, and with similar materials, as they are near Ma-

dras, with the:. exceptlon of their ‘being elevated here to avoid the

ﬂoods.——They are-, surrounded * with ‘gardens, - and each’ has its

~veranda.. The land is much better, and therefore 1nﬁmtely more pro- . |

" ductive here than near Madras. - The most luxurrant vegetatlon is

_every wheré seen in’ Prince of Wales s Island even to and on the

very summit of the mountains, =

- When we landed a great crowd of - persons met us' at the Jetty,

or pier;-and it was. with some dlﬁ’iculty we- made our way throuo*h\
.'them into the town. = oo oo LT T G

‘George Town is niear half a mlle n length, and is inhabited by
. Malays, Clunese, Hmdoos, Arabrans, Sumatrans, Birmans, &e.

besides the European settlers, . The streetsvare'regular, but the .

' houses are detached, and are built accordrng to the ‘native’ custom,
or the taste of the inhabitant. ~_The markets are well supplled with
fish,- poultr) , ‘Tice, "and Vegetables —The Chinese here, as every
where- else in Indla, are the most industrious class; and they meet

" with " that! encouragement and. countenance from the Governmcnt
- which-theéir- exemplary conduct deserves.

Cv

s Johnson s Orlental Vo_yaner, p :
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Durmg our first visit to George Town, after our introduction to

'several gentlemen in official” 51tuat10ns, 1 separated from the com-

pany, with a 'view to’ see the town. ~In passing - through a street, I

t which
- was- surpnze(l to hear sounds familiar enough in London, bu

- fe— I
"I by no means expected here—“ a-going ! —a-going ! fm on J

€ szx rupees! ] — a-gomg L i

- I entered the auction-room, where-a Mr. Perkins had just | knocked

down a “small lot of European wareto'a Malay purchaser

The sale’ l)emg ended,  Mr. Perkins very pohtely shewed me the

articles he ‘dealt in, which consisted of a great vauety of Encrhsh

goods -and- among the rest some books and pictures. - His audlence,
. pJ

= “-of the goods he brought home with him.”

wall ‘no doubt thnve among them

collectéd from so many different ‘Eastern: nations, each in' the «<os-
tume of. his own country, “exhibited a groupe S0 motley—— with coun-
tenances so whimsically attentwe, at the same time so0 perplexed and

distracted, endeavourmg to ‘catch the meanmg of the ﬂxppant |

auctloneer—that it .was wrth great dlfﬁculty I 1eﬁ‘a1ned from laugh-

- 'The Malays, "I have heard, are devoted to gambhng—-there-

fore an " auction ‘is very "much adapted to their taste Mr Perluns

s

| * The orrgln of tl]lS mgemous mode of dlsposmg of property is '\ttrrhutedim
atable of chronolog:cal events mserted in the Madras’ Almanac, to. Elihu Yale,

esq some txme Governor of Fott St. George, to whose memory, I belleve, there

is a monument erected ‘in \Vrexham church Denblghshne

The amcle is as follows: . o t
" 1700. .The first auction in Brxtam, by L. Yale, Governor of Fort St. George,

/ .

There were certainly, howev er, auctions in England prevxous to 1700 |
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. There were many handsome shops’ in the street_n;here,l\{[r.‘ Per-

kins ,_resided,; chiefly kept by Chinese:tradesmen, * 1 made some. pur- -.

chases among them; but it was with great difficulty we could un.der-l

stand each other; the Chinese here not having made _such'progress

in the English ‘language' as I afterwards.found their countrymen.; to

have made at Canton.

‘At night I returned- on-hoard the Hope T_he luminous appear- -

ance of the water was much .more vivid in this sea than any I had
before observed — The hoats seemed to pass_through liquid fire.
" A ‘house had been prepared at George Town, for -the., receptlon

of a ‘Mr. De Caeof who came ‘a passenger in the Hope from Ma- -

dras, on' his return to the 1sla'nd of Banda, then,recently, takenlpos-, .

) session_ of by_,the English. . Mr. De. Ceeof had been secretary to_the
Dutch governor of Banda, and had been at Madras. jbn,bus_iness.,;e-,

1 was:;kindly"invited by him to make his house my rendezvous. in

- my visits to. the town, during my continuance in' the, harbour.

The house .was pleasantly situated, surrounded by a:large garden,

full of dehmous fruit, and shaded by ﬁne trees. ——I had not occa-

sion to intrude long upon Mr. De Ceof: indeed the kindness  and
hospitality of the principal persons in the island would have ren-

dered ‘it unnecessary, had the Sl]lP continued a ‘much longer tlme

than she did. —T visited_the town- dally, and. rambled al)out the en-_

v1rons with- infinite pleasure, enriching my portfoho w1th many new:

and interesting sketches. On the 23d. of :September (the anni-
versary of his Majesty’s accession) an_accident happened' which

" had fatal consequences, and threatened to delay our T voyage ¢ con51-

derably.

S 185
. At six o’clock ln the morning on' the ‘above day, the three East

India ships fired a royal salute of elghteen guns each, in honour

of the -day, accordmo' to ‘custom. * Soon- after- the - firing,: we ob-

. served an unusual agltatlon among the people on shore, and in a
" few'minutes - we were informed that one soldier was killed, and that

" another- had an‘arm blown off hy a cannon shot from one of the

ships. These men belonged to a leglment of- Sepoys, which' was.

“then drawn up on the parade before the Government-house. Provr- -

dentlally 10 further mischief was done, though the ball bad entered

a house, and passed through a room.in' which were several children.

'—-A few:days- afterwards, a.coroner’s inquest was' held at which

5 Athe.Recorder,.er Edmund Stanley, Mr.-Haliburton the Sheriff, and

several others of the principal persons at the settlement were present.
I was- appointed one of the jury, who, after a long and patient -in-
vestigation, brought in their verdict of ¢“accidental death.” The shot

‘was ascertained to have been fired from the ‘Taunton' Castle, .the

gunner havmg carelessly left the shot in some of the guns, from. the '

- time -of our alalm at seelng some supposed enemy’s shlps

‘Notwithstanding the verdict of the coroner’s jury, the' gunner of
the Taunton Castle was detained, and -afterwards (on the 2Ist of

- October) arraigned in- the. Supreme Court .for the murder of the

Sepoy. I wvas excused serving on this j jury, on my appealing to the

"Court. A great ‘crowd of- persons _repaired to the Court- house

at-eleven. o’clock, when the Recorder,A with his' Excellency the Go-

vernor. on.the bench by him, -opened the busmess in an 1mp1esswe

‘speech : The1e were several “prisoners.- placed at - the ‘bar ;- and

among them the gunner of the Taunton Castle, in irons. This was’
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a very painful circamstance, in- the -estimation-of. the officers of the
Indiamen; most of whom'were present The trial of the gunner

 lasted for five hours. - His: defence was most ably conducted by some

of the officers of the" Indiamen, who cross-examined the witnesses .

for the prosecution with- great acuteness and’ success, for the jury

brought in a verdict of Not gmlty "The: gunner was dlschalged- '

and went on-board his shlp with-his officers. - _ ,

. This disagreeable business being concluded I return to-describe

some of ‘my excursions in this. dehghtful lshnd l_ - :
..On the 24th of September, after breakfasting ‘with Mr. De Lazof

L pursued the road. leading” Northward from - the town, aloug ‘the

valley, ‘with the sea on my riglit about the distance of a mile, and

on my left the mountains. of Pennng rising from the' pla'in', covered

with wood, and timber-trees, chiefly teak and pines. of very large

dlmenswns, to the summit. : The valley was studded with handsome
bungalows and Blalay ‘cottages, w1th plantatlons of cocoa—trees,'
' pepper, areka, betel, and sugar- canes, and abundance of Jjeautlful_

shrubs and most fragranit flowers. - My principal obJec_t in thg; ex-

cursion was ‘to visit'a ‘waterfall which had been mentioned to me. I

left the road therefore about four miles from George Town, and took

an intricate path, which led to the foot of the mountain ; ; and after-

wards took a wmdmg direction’ upw ards throu«rh the forest. Ascend-"

g under the shade of enormous trees, I soon heard the dashing

noise of the waterfall; but:I could not see any thlng of it until I'ar-

rived at the rocky bason:into whlch the water 1s precnpltated Jtis,

said that the fall 1s 160 feet. The stream was at this time inconsi-

derable, but cle'u' as chr)stal—lt fell over bloken ledges of rock,
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and formed, together with the scenery which surrounded it, a most

-
»

heaatiful, ‘though gloomy picture; the luxuriant foliage "of tropical

trees denied all access to the:rays of the sun — the shade was deep,

,which, '_with--the din of the cascade, invited the.mind to melancholy

musing. -After contemplating this solitarj-_:glen' for some time, I

" beégan to: feel a kind: of superstitious horror: creep. over my senses,

‘and I hastened from the spot, after having taken.a sketch of the

waterfall. —This.cascade differed. from those I have seen in Englaud
and in Wales, in havmg at its summit, as. well as its sides and. base,
imimense trees, of -gréat height, whereas' the British:vaterfalls are

rnostly in situations, where timber trees are not found, or, if they are;

' their size is mconsxderable —I make no. doubt that the fall of water

at Peuang 1s. tremendous in the’ ramy season; and often” prostrates
some of - the- glgantlc trees in its  way; for I perceived several large

trunks {of teak and pine- he near the bottom, torn up, and shivered

) by the fall. -

- When I returned to the road. leadlng to GeorO‘e Town, I had re-

covered my spirits ; and_ seeing some Sepoys going up..the hill side,

"I was induced to follow them, with the intention of reachmg the

. top of Penang mountain ; but after proceedmg for.about a mile, and

considering the distanée from the town, I determined to return, and
take:another opportunity to .visit the mountain. A great number. of
snakes, beautiful lizards, and other reptiles, crossed my Path in this
walk ; but I could now see" these creatures without alarm. I sat
down on a bank, and enJoyed a fine view of Fort Cornsallis, George

Town, the Straits of Penang, and the coast and mountiins’ .of

.

'Queda;-?v‘f. A o
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Approachm«r the town, I he'ud a great noise, proceedmg from
a crowd of people, who were statloned in the road opposite a house.
A gong, and other dxscordant music, announced__ some entertainment
about to be-performed. —1I soon learned that a strolling party.of the
Chinese sons of Thespis were to perform their sing-song, or thea-

trical exhibition. The- stage was elevated from the ground to the

helght of one story in the front of the house, and was covered w1th |

green baize. -A curtain was drawn across, and anon the play. com:
“menced ! —The performers, dressed-in‘the most Aextravagant cos-
tume, .came forth from behind the curtain, and proceeded to declaim
‘with  great . vehemence, accompamed with pantomlmlc gestures,

" The hero, who, no doubt, ‘represented some' great warrior, ' was

armed with a most enormous scimitar, and < so. strutted- and- bel-

KL lowed » that- Hamlet had he seen him, would have again said- that
L some of Nature s _]ournevmen had made men, and not made them

« well ” this. player * imitated humanity so abommably -—-After
several murders and executions,’ the play ended,, and a dance suc-

ceeded. I confess that I could not make out the story; or discover

the plot. The audience i in general however, were dehghted beyond |

measure with the exhlbltxon

In reading some late accounts of voyages an& travels, I have ob- o

- served ,Wllth -much surprize, that the authors affect to ‘conceal. the

names of persons in .different p]aces “who fhey:ickhowlédge had

treated them with the greatest hospitality and _attentiou; ‘and th’is_ ;

concealment. is pretended to be out of good manners towards the

authof’s W{indest friends. I cannot bring myself to imitate this re-

finement in good manners. I hope, therefore, that those generous

' individuals who have so kindly entertained me at the several stations

where the shlp touched, wxll not be oﬁ'ended at the grateful reniem-
brance of them contained in this little memorial. '

I had received the honour of an invitation to dine on the 26th

- of 'September, w1th a party at Suffolk- house, the residence of his

Excellency Mr. Phillips, at that- time ‘officiating in the absence of

- the Governor, who' wis gone to Batavia with the' army. Mr, Ha-

liburton,- sheriff of \i’euang, treated me with a ride in his curricle

“several miles into the country,-in the cool. of the ‘evening,' when

4 every soft gale was loaded with frawrance from- the ever-Bloomind'

" shrubs and flowers of : this climate. At seven o clock ‘we arnved at

Suffolk-house, which is a very splendid ‘mansion, built in a mixed
style of Enghsh andIndian archltcctule The dinner was sumptuous
and elegant,’ and th(. desert such as can only be found in a tropical
climate. - The wines ‘were excellent, the rooms were kept cool by

watered mats, and the tables were covered with a profusion of the

" most odoriferous flowers. The company was numerous, and included _
most of the principal persons in the island. . Sir Edmund Stanley
“and his Lady, ‘Dr. and Mrs. MCKmnon, Mr. and Mrs. Hall, MaJor

and Mrs. Munt, Mr. Hahburton, and m’my others of the principal
persons in' the island. ‘ .
Soon after the ladles had retired from the dmner-table, the gen-
tlemen followed, and: found them in a very, elegant and splendid
\Vlthdrawmg-room, enO'atred In examining some portfolios, contain--
ing drawings of ﬁgures, beasts, blrds, msects, shells,” flowers, &c.
beautifully coloured after nature. - Mrs. MKinnon, I soon found,
was an artist herself: ; and it was very gratifying to me to receive an
iuvitation_fl-oru Dr. MCIEinnon aud hisamiab]e lady to pay them a

Y
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visit at-their residence in the country. About eleven o’clock, after

" tea and coﬂ"ee, the company retired, and I took’ my lodging- at my-

friend Mr. Czof’s bungalow, near George Town. - .
The next day I walked to Dr. M*Kinnon’s’ house, three rniles

from ‘George Town, : where I was much’ entertained and pleased -with

viewing the successful exertions -of his lady’s pencil, not only-in
some neat copies of the works of ‘some English artists, but in- some

exquisite original drawings. of plants, fruits, and:flowers, which

Penang produces,. particufaﬂy of the nutlneg, -cinnamon, and "PeP;A

per plants.
- During my visit. to Dr. M"Kmnon, I attended him .and " his
lady to a small village in his nelghbourhood, inhabited by a colony

of emxgrants from the Birman dominions, a recently. established

emplre on the Eastern shores of the. ‘Bay of Bengal, Northward of -

Stam. Ava i is the capital of thls new emplre. The whole popu]a- B

tion is stated to be seventeen millions. The countries of Arrakan
and Pegu are included in it. — When ‘we -arrived at the village; the
inhabitants were preparing to cclebrate certain: religious ceremonies

qbser\fed by them- at the change of the moon.- A small temple -1s

erected, in a thick grdve of cocoa and betel trees. - 'T‘his building 1s

highly ornamented with carvings of no mean workmanéhi.p‘; and is

surrounded by a wall five feet high, at ashort distance. = The area is

covered with fine white sand, and in different parts of it are fixed stems

of areka trees, each surrounded by at least an hundred small” lamps '

(sea shells, furnished with cocoa-nut oil,) affixed spirally to the- trees,

In each of the four corners of the court is fixed a pole twenty feet

high, supporting- a canopy of coloured -paper, richly orpamented, _V

.
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with a'deep fringe all round the edge or border  We were admitted
within the walls of the court. - -
At elght o’clock, ‘the time of the change of -the moon, a rocket
was thrown up. - In an instant, all the little lamps were lighted, - as
well those 1. have mentloned as others thickly placed on the wall,
all 'lI'Oll[ld the area. . The priests then came into the area, and en-
teled the temple, where we could see them in a deep recess prostrate
themselves before a large idol, having something of the human
form,’ placed on a pedesta] — After pronouncing a long prayer with
great apparent zeal and devotlon, each person placed, with Profound

humility, a white _ﬂowm *, in the extended hand of the divinity, and

'_retlred — When this_ ceremony .was ended large fires were llghted

up, and shouting and rejoicing concluded the festival.
. Most. of Dr. M<Kinnon’s servants vere Blrmans, and were pre-

sent.at the ceremony. —-The religion of Arrakan, and Pegu, is sald

to;be the same, prec1sely, or at least very nearly, as“that of Siam; ;

and it -was from Pegu these people had emlgrated Father Fonte-

nay, in the account of his voyage from Siam to Macao, in speakmg

. of some Zalopins,- or Siamese priests, whom he had seen at their

devotion, says, ¢ They were sitting on the ground, with their hands
¢ joined together, and chaunted for the space of an hour, with their
« eyes. fixed on the idol. But few people in Europe perform - their
“ devotions with so much modesty and respect “especially : when
‘.f they last: so long.: I confess that their example made me feel

¢, more sensibly than ahy‘sermon could have done, with what humi- ‘

6 ]xty and reverence we should behave before the I\IaJesty of

#* The lotos, perhaps
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« God, when we address hlm in prayer, or" appear : before hlm at
¢ the altar,” S . A

-

I hope I shall not be thought 1mpertment by the reader, or -

charged with:a. wish. to extend these pages Wlth lrrelevant miatter,
if I insert here the Rules of the Order of Talopms, the Priests of

Slam, who live in monasteries under vows of chastlty -and - poverty

Their moral tendency, as well as singularity, invite me to make this .

transgression, by copylng Mr. Craufurd ‘who has: transcrlbed them

from the Voyages of the J esuits : o S e
- ¢¢ The Talopins are enJomed to go ‘to the temples, and- perform

« their ‘devotions twice a day, in the morning and ‘evening : - to con- -

“é fess their. faulis to each other: to be watchful not to- encourage o

<¢ any wicked" thought ‘or ever to admlt Into theu mlnd any doubt

£ with respect to the\r rehgron never to speak to any of  the other

“ sex - alone, nor to look stedfastly\ upon any one they may acci- -

¢ dentally meet: not to prepare their own food, but to eat what
‘“may be given, or set before them ready dressed: not ‘Lto enter
: “‘into a house to ask alms, -nor to wait for them longer at the door
“ than the time that an ox may take to drmk when he is thlrsty

“ not to- aﬁ'eet frlendshlp or kindness, with a view to obtain: any

“ thing: to be sincere in all their deahngs, and when it may be ,

_“¢ necessary to affirm or deny any thlng, to say SImply, it 15, or it s

% not: never to be angry,. or to strike any one; but to be gentle

“1n their manners, - and compassionate to all: mnot to keep any

“¢-weapons of war: not to Judge any one by saymg, he is good, ‘or.

¢ heis. bad not to look at’ any one with contempt ‘not to laugh

“ at any one, nor make him the subject of ndlcule not to say that
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“ any lone is \yell made, or il made, or handsome, or ugly : not to
¢ frlghten, or alarm any one: not. to excite people to quarre] but
¢ to endeavour to accommodate their disputes: to love all mankind
¢ equal]y not to boast either of birth, or learning : not to meddle
¢ in any matters of government, that do not 1mmed1ately respect
¢ religion : not to.be deJected at the death of any one: not to kill
¢ any one; mnot to .drink . splrltuous llquors of any kind: not to
¢¢ disturb the earth by labouring inxit : -not to cut down any plant or

¢ tree : not to cover the head: not to have more than one dress:

“ ot to sleep out of the :monastery, or ‘to turn and go to sleep

¢ again when once awake: not to sleep after eatmg, until the duties

¢ of. rehglon are performed not to eat out of any vessel of sdver or -

‘¢ gold not to- play at. any game not to -accept of money, but. by ,

« the hand of the person. in the monastery who . may be appomted
¢ for that purpose,. and then toapply it to charitable and plous

< works not to envy a.ny one what he may enjoy : not to ‘be in

¢ ' anger with any one, and, retaining’ that anger, come. wnh him
 to any rellglous ceremony, or act of devotion : not to sleep in
<< the same .bed with any one: not to: move the eye while speak-
¢ ing ;.107 make a noise. with tlze mouth m eating ; nor speak
«« with victuals in - the mou,tlz,f nor pick. tlze teeth qufore com~

13 Pany’ &»c

. The Birman settlers live much.. after the manner of the Hindoos,

‘thelr prmupal subsistence being rice,. and other vegetables, and

milk when they are able to obtaln it. The men are chiefly employed'

in cutting wood, and in ﬁshmg The females- are industrious, and

~ make good and faithful servants..
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T had obtained Governor Phillips’s permission- to ascend to the -

top of Penang mountains, and to visit the convalescent bungalow

erected there by the government for the temporary resrdence of

European mvahds. On the third of October, I set out from Dr.
M<Kinnon's villa before six o’clock in the morning, in his palanquin,
upon this excursron. - On arrlvmg at the foot of: the «ascent’,_- I dis- }

missed the carriage, and proceeded on foot. 'The path is not.more

than ten feet wide, and is cut with’ great labour through a forest of

majestic teak trees;, whose branches uniting above, form a shade im-
pervious to the rays of 'the'zsun,-which renders the wzﬂk pleasant,
and cool. -~ At this time in the morning the air ‘was loaded. with per-
| '_ fume, and the blrds, arrayed in the most beautiful plumage, poured
forth a concert, though harsh, not unpleasing. = The ‘tropical birds
are not musical. — There is in this island one exception, however ;

a small bird, not larger than a linnet sings most sweetly, perched

among the branches of the teak.—A great many small snakes crossed

my path, in my winding ascent; and myriads of large black ants, in
some places, absolutely covered the ground.. It was near elght
o’clock-when I reached the summit*. - I now .sat down to rest my-

self, and to contemplate the scene before me. thhing could ex-

ceed the beauty or. varlety of the plcture which presented itself ; but’

as I had some enquiries to fnake, and some distance to walk to the

residence of Major Sealy, to whom I had been recommended JTdid

not contlnue long on this spot

# Thls hxghest mountam is calculated as 2800 feet above the level of the sea,

and from its various windings the path is not less than four or ﬁre ml]es, and ex-

tremely steep in many parts.
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My attention was attracted by the n}oise.'oi:"a great number of
turkeys, near a neat cottage by the road side. Here dwelt an inva-
lided serjeant of the 38d regiment of foot, with a wife and family,

o C_oxnfortably sett]ed and profitably bernplo‘yed' in breeding t'ufkqs for -

sale. . He that morning ‘had sent fifteen to George Town, for each
of \vhlch he expected to recewe four or five dollars. - He had- a

handsome garden, well planted with- fruit trees and vecretables, and

“two large plantations of rice and paddy, to fatten his turkeys. His
_‘ greatest dlfﬁculty in rearlng these birds was the almost 1mp0551b111ty
" of protectmg them from the depredatlons of the snakes and foxes. =

I was directed by the industrious serJeant (who does not realize less

than .;é’ 300 sterling per annum by the sale of his turkeys) to Major

‘ Sealy s bungalow, whlch Was a very commodious and elegant build-

ing of that class.

On dellvenng my letters, my reception was cordial and friendly.

I much enjoyed a luxurious East Indian breakfast -with the major
"and his lady, .conslst;ng of tea, rice, fish, and fr_mt, both fresh 'and
‘ preserved. Afterwards, the niajor kindly attended me to Mr. Halibur-

_ ton’s épacious 'bungalow, situated on the Eaetern edge of the hill, from

whence the most extensxve and mterestmg view could be obtained.

~ The eye, after passing over the abrupt side of the mountam, cloathed
- with a. thxck and almost 1mpenetrable forest of gxgantlc trees, rests
‘dehghted on the beautlful plain, stretchmg from its border to the

- This charmmg walley is- thickly studded with handsome villas

and picturesque bungalows, and intersected with pleasant carriage-

~ roads, and meandermg streams lesumg from the mount'un, malunu

a reluctant passige to the sea. The whole is in a state of high cul- -

bd

~
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tivation.: Galdens, producmg the most dehcious frult are kept in.
the best order. ~ The pepper plant is ralsed with great success, al-

though it requlres ‘much care and skill .in the cultrvator There are

n thls vale many’ extensive plantatwns of it, as well ds of nce,

 areka, and betel, and groves of cocoa-trees. - Turning the- eye South- '

ward, George. Town and .the harbour are seen. . The vanous styles - )

of. buxldmg used 1 in the construction of habitations in thls small

* town has a strange effect—the European house, the Hindoo bunga- -

low, the: Malay cottage, the Chinese dWelhng, and the Birman hut,
are mmgled together without regulamty, and apparently without

any plan, the first settlers havmg each bullt hls residence, accordmg \

' to the custom of his country They ‘have, however, one feature

in common, which is a garden surroundlng each habitation.. These

various modes of building, by exhlhltmg the strongest. contrasts add -
consrderably to the beauty of the picture. The four Kast Indlamens
riding at anchor (for the Walmer Castle had Jomed our little flect at
Penang) in the roads, wrth the Chinese Junks, Malay proas, grabs, -

and small craft, movmg in all du'eetlons, finished the view South-r '

ward.— To the Northward lay. the great Ba)r of Bengal and as far
as the power of vision can extend, small islands appear, with a line
of coast to the North-eastward, until the whole vanishes away in the
" utmost verge of the horizon. — The Malay coast in front consisted

“of a large plaln, covered with wood among . which several V1llages ‘

or small towns appeared and a nav1gab1e river wmdmg throuvh the‘

country to the base of .the hltrh mouniains of Queda, which termi-
nated the view: ‘Having compleated my sketches of this enchantmg
prospect I returned to Major Sealy’s to dinner: . Lo
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When the sun had dechned towards the West, the air was cool

‘ and dehghtful I accompamed the major and his lady in a . pleasant”

walk fo the convalescent hungalow erected on. the Western side of
_the mountain, for the better- enjoyment of the sea breezes by the

enfeebled inhabitants. The prospect | from hence is the boundless

. acean, ‘at this time unrufiled and serene, with the suni about to-

smk into . its bosom from a cloudless sky, leavmg the honzon glow-
mO' with the deepest saffron 'tint.”

- In returning, we passed near a handsome dwelling, which I\Ia_]or
Sealy informed me w as once the residence of Colonel McAlester, for-

merly Governor of Penang This gentleman, his lady, and children, -

'and near 200 other persons, were lost in the - Indnman, on

_their retuin to England These anecdotes leave an unpleasant im-

pressron on the mind, par tlculally at a time when one is engaged in
‘the prosecutxon of a long and dangerous voyage. o

* In our way we saw a great many snakes, - large centxpedes, and
scorpions — and when night approached, bats of a ]arge size flew
about with a singular noise. These bats are sometimes eaten, and

are said to be very- agreeable food.  While we were taking our tea,

‘a large snake crept into “the room-—but bemg accustomed to the -

appearance of these reptlles, no alarm was manifested or created by

its presence —a domestic took it out:in his_ h'mds, but dld not at-

tempt to destroy it.. More danger 1s° apprehended from the centr-

. pedes and scorplons than from the snakes.

- As soon as mght closed, such a concert of birds and insects

.arose "and contmued for several hours after I had retired to rest,

that it eﬂ'ectually prevented me from s]eepmg ‘The most surprizing
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noise was’ made by an insect called the 'Trump‘eter, which T after-

Wards found was not ‘more than an mch in length The noise was

,' SO loud and so much like the sound of a trumpet that T thought )

a troop of horse was actually approachmg the bungalow When I

- had an opportumty of ‘examining this little swaggerer, I could with ~

'dlﬁiculty be persuaded that it had power to produce SO tremendous
a blast. : e '
The next mornmg, after viewing the Governor’s elegant bunga—
' low, surrounded, and almost concealed by fine trees, and shrubs
of .the most beautlful kind, I parted from my kind entertainers, and

) proceeded down the forest, on my return to Dr. M“Kmnon s house.

On the way I met a party of twelve stout Malays carrymg an 1nvahd ,
ina chalr, to enjoy the bracing air of the convalescent bungalow x
Soon afterwards, I sat down to v1ew the - prospect through a glade

made by the fall of some trees; and my attention was excited: by a
rustlmgl heard among the underwood occasioned by the motion of a
| large serpent, whlch came into the road a few steps from me:. It was
more than six feet long, and was most beautifully adorned with streaks

the way, and rose, in folds, near two feet from the ground; and fixed

its eyes upon me, seemmg to prepare for defence, or annoyance —He.

« . tower d

¢« Fold above fold, a suro"lng maze, his head .

~ « Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes;

« With burnish’d neck of verdant gold, erect’ .
“ Amrdst his circling spires that on the grass

“ Floated redundant ; pleasing was his shape

”

« And lovely s o Par Los, Book IX.

of several colours, black and light blue. It stopped in the middle of |

~ornamenting his gardens. -
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We looked at each other for a short time; at length he relaxed
hlS fo:lds, became “ prone,” and glided, wzth indented wave,’ |
into the wood. It was near one o’clock “h

‘he I

" MeKinnon’s house. ’ arnved o
His MaJesty s SlllP the Mmden, of 64 guns, Capt Hoare came

. into Penan Road t ,
| Batavm g s on he - 5thxof October, on her return from -
. Il::/[y time un‘nl the 10th was very agreeably taken up in visits to
ir Edmund Stanley, Mr. Hahburton, and my hosprtable friend Dr |
11 Kmnon ‘at his country bungalow called Treelough* On the :
Oth Iaccompamed Dr. and Mrs. M"Kmnon In two palanqumsf :

on a visit. to the corn-mills of a Mr. Amee; a Chinese, who had
o ha

- been resident in Penang for some years. They were s1tuated at the

~foot of - the mountain forest ‘about four miles- from George Tow
n.

~ 'The road along whlch we passed led through charmmg plantatron -
s

- of
~of rice, pepper, cocoa, and areka trees. — Amee’s. dwellmg

-house
and hxs mills built i n the Chinese taste, formed a _very plcturesq
ue

groupe: of burldmgs The spot was 1omant1c, and a powerful stream 4

: of wat
, er set his machinery in motion. We were received with

courtesy, and met Sir Edmund and - Lady Stanley, who had just’

Co#
The gentlemen of North Britain resrdent in thls dehghful little island, witl
h a

- laudable amor patrie, have given Scotch names to houses and places for |
- bA4 ;N r
: found ¢ Killicrankie,” ¢ 'The Hrghlands of Scotland,” &ct Many o

- ings, parnculnrly those called The nghlands of Seotland near the foot of tl
of the

of these build-

mountai
n, were buiit by a Mr. Scott who died some years since. He had ext
sive estat ding and
es in this part of the island, and expended large sums in’ building and
n

- Tt was here on]y that T saw the bread-tree fruit. -
orse palanquins are generally used in this island,
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. arrived before us. We were regaled w1th a sumptuous breakfast and :

‘afterwards Mr. Amee shewed us every part of his spacxous premises,

his machmery, “his bakehouse (for he is a baker as well as a mllle1),

gardens, &ec. He employs about:60 persons in his mills and bake-

house, -and supplies not only George Town, but also the Tndia ship- -
ping, W1th bread and flour. As much as possible of the labour is
performed by the machlnery ;-the dough is kneaded by it in an expe-
ditious, effectual, and infinitely more cleanly manner than by the
usual way. ——-Amee seems to be-an.able ¢ engmeer ;and’ l]lS machmery,
most of it his own invention, and especxally the reservoir and wa-
ter-course to the mllls, glve proof of his abilities. - Lo
" He was much gratlﬁed when he saw me prepared to take a draw-
“ing of his-house and’ mills # He produced a drawmg of his- own of

~the same subject, in which, though the outline was pretty correct, per- :

: spectlve was entuely wanting, and therefore the effect was feeble. .

About noon the sky became dark and cloudy, and the rain soon

descended in torrents.. - Our host made us perfectly comfortable, and

insisted on our partakmo* of an early. dinner, ‘to which; at ‘three

oclock we were. summoned. "We found a sumptuous repast con-

sisting of a variety of dishes dressed both in the Enghsh and Chinese
manner. Several sorts ‘of sea and fresh water fish, ham, turkeys,
‘fowls, &c with excellent wines, and a desert of the most dehc1ous
troplcal frult . C . '
It was near six o’clock before we left the mllls, and took a cor-

dxal leave of the generous and fnendly Chinese mlller, who, on hlS

"% I have heard with regret, that smce my return to England, the mills and

other buildings of my good-natured host Amee have been destroyed by fire.
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part, felt himself “highly honoured by a vieit frdm persons of such

consequence’ as - Sir Edmund Stanley and Dr. M<Kinnon, — Sir Ed-

" maund proceeded to George Town, and I ~accompanied. the Doctor

" and his Jady to Treelough

I continued -my excursions through the charmmg vale of Penang

dally, sometlmes in Sir Edmund Stanleys or Dr. M*Kinnon’s - ‘pa-

| lanqum, oftener on foot, and in’ the- evemngs enjoyed the most

agreeable socxety

:-.On the 17 th a- chnstemng was . celebrated at’ Treelough of an'’
1nfant daughter of the Doctor’s. — The most remarkable obJect at

- this ceremony was an antient Hlndoo ‘nurse, who had. lived - -many

years. in -the . family —she was dressed.in a. -style. so youthful
‘and ' gay, end so bedlzened w1th mock Jewels, in_her ears, nose,
3 ) -

hair, &c. and wasso full of consequence upon. this grand occasion,’
2

~ that’ the Doctor, in- making-me observe her alrs, thought 1t proper

to say, ‘that.though this vanity of finery was ndlculous n:s0 ‘old ‘a

- duenna, yet it was-a venial fault, and pardonable ‘as she was: an

excellent servant, careful, and falthﬁll-—aﬁ'ectlonate to.the: chlldren
and devoted to her mistress. -

Monday the 21st of October. AsI was thls mormng takmg some

_sketches in  the cemetery of Penang, near.the end of George Town
b

asilent processron of Engllsh sailors . entered -the ground, bearmg

the bodles of two of their comrades to be ¢ compounded w1th dust”
"m this: spot S0 far (hstant from their natlve soil.

‘The graves were

‘soon dug, and the poor deceased tars; inclosed i in'a few boax ds, were

‘depos1ted in them. No bell was ‘tolled —no requiem was sung —

servxce read ~but grief and 1e0'ret were v151ble in the counte-



~

152

nances of somejy and decent sorrow in. those of all- the. survivors. —

When the earth of Penang had covered the. cold remaing of the gal--

lant British seamen, the: processwn left the burying- ground except

two ancient sons of. Neptune, who remamed one at each grave,

" leaning on thelr stlcks in deep contemplatlon ;- ¢ meagre were thelr

- %¢ looks, ‘and pale Some baleful disease had seized their vitals, ~—

They regarded the last abode of- their frlends with' profound atten- :

tion. — Roused at last, they looked at each other, passed the backs
of their hands across theilr e)es, and w1th feeble steps followed their

compamons . :
I was engaged for the remamder of thls day n the pamful dutv

of takmg leave’ of those’ ‘kind friends- whose hospltahty had been s0 '
generously extended to me——and in atteudmg the trial of the gun-;_

ner ‘of the Taunton Castle as before related 'The Indlamen were |

preparing to sail, and it was necessar) to repair on-board.-

Before I quit this beautiful island (where in my early morning’s
walk I frequently visited the lanes at Mount Oh\ua and near the Brrman
village, that aﬁ'orded me excellent subjects to draw; among which, the

handsome and spacious hospltal for 1nva11d soldiers was an ob_]ect well

worthy of notice ; as was the neatness, as well as the luxurlance of .
many of the gardens adJommg the bungalows, and plcturesque cot-.
tages, a few miles from George Town) it may be proper to mentlon,j \
somethmg of its produce No ferocious animals 1nhah1t it; and it
was formerly much more free from reptiles, snakes, scorplons, and _
centipedes, than it is at present The sex:]eant who' bred turkeys on

the mountain told me there were, foxes in the forest; and it is saldA

that a beaut:ful SPeCleS of deer 18 sometxmes seen - in the woods.
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BlI‘ClS, of the most gaudy plumage, are seen on every. bough’; and
“among them the superb Argus pheasant -is not uncommon. . The -
horses are small but strong and sure footed, and are 1mported from
~“Achen, in the island of Sumatla the buﬂ"aloes are brought from .
Queda; and‘the sheep from Bengal : P

The method of brmgmg the. huffaloes from the opposrte shore is
curious. . They pass thongs of leather’ through the cartilage of ‘the
_noses of about half a dozen of them, then make them fast to the

~ stern and sides of one of the boats, ‘which is pushed off from shore,

and the beasts drlven mto the’ watcr alonw w1th 1t the thontrs help1

“to keep thelr noses. above water, and assist them in swrmmmg, until-

: \they gain . the shore iof Penanﬂ' The distance is :not quite - three-

* miles. The}r :are sometimes seized by the allwators, which are fre-

quently seen near. the shole The buﬂ‘"llo is a very uscful ammal .
~ patient in labour, .but if emaged or -tor mented becomes furlous and.
dangerous HIS flesh is good ‘the exc1esccnce, or hump upon his.

back, when propcrly salted and plcsewed, 1s esteemed a dehcacy ata

| the best tables

Bathmg near the shore is ver y dangex ous on account of “the alh-
frators, which* a1e of a very Jarge size. _Snakes - of dn _enornious -
length are found in: the woods A species of large 1ats, called:ban-
‘dicotes; "were formerly numerous, and did consulerable mischicf, but ‘
they are mow much reduced in their numbers The wlute ants are
also here, ‘and are still more’ mlscluevous than the Tats,- as it 1s more .
dllﬁcult to guard agunst their depred'ltlons o o '\

Among the useful trees and shrubs, . this 1sland 1s. famous for, pxo-
ducmg the betel leaf, and the _areka;nut,,ﬁom which cncumstance

x.
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it was. named Penang or Pnnng —-The use of -the. betel by both

sexes, and all ranks. is umvelsal all over Indla and s, .with- the

areka, an. object of: commerce ‘to: Chlua, and- other countries East-

ward, Jti is constantly presented to wsxtors, prepared in. small par-"
cels, of a fit size to be put into the mouth consisting of two or 'more”
leavcs, spread - witha sm'lll qu'mnty ‘of - -chunam, or.shell hme, ‘and .
folded. neatly round a ‘small plece of the areka nut.- Sometlmes abit
- of clove is.added.. The ﬂ'uom s agleeable, but it glves the' mouth,

a dlso»ustmg appearance,; 1endenng the. te.eth black, and hastenmg

them to decay

- The tree: whrch bears the areha nut is tall and perfectly str arwht
" . and ‘makes a very. ‘handsome appearance its branches -are 'slender,

but the leaves are beautlful formmg a coronet at the top. of the;.

*

% ke They splt out the’ ﬁrstJmce ; and I thmk such a’ precaunon is very propel, =
¢ for otberwnse the calx which is mixed wuh n would excoriate the gums-and pa-
“ Jate. . Itis also to be observed that if the betel and areka; without the calx, be -

ce chened the_]mce pressed from itin mastlcanon is of a green colour, but ‘upon

€ addmg a <mall quantlty of calx, the same Julce becomes redder tban blood » -

Garczas ab Orta

T hold this - mastleatory as frreatly preferable to tobacco However, ‘along- -
' ¢ continued use of it not only erodes :the teeth. by the. calx it contains; but even
« causes tbem to fall out.. Besides, vwheu the fansel -nut, or the fruit- of the Pe- '
KL nang is not ripe, it qu1ckly 1nduces a mddmess of the head) ThlS symptom,

¢ indeed, vamshes on eatmrr a httle salt, or taking .2 dra.ught of cold water: I

« would then admit a moderate use of it as a dentxfrrce, and sweetener of the
« breath; but condemn the abuse of it'as much as of tobacco; for, in my oplmon,
s 11: is the hemht of madness to use as aliment a substance which has the eﬂidacy

«_of a violent medicine.”  Bonlius, p. 192, - -
. . - ) RN . . '

~
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trunk The masts and yards of the small vessels of the natlves are
formed of . tlns tree -—-—The nut has no shell and. when- drvested of

'the skm or husk and drled it resembles the- nutmeg both in. size

and colour

The betel is-a parasrtlcal plant havmg props placed for 1t to

.. Tun. and climb upon In general it 1s Planted at the foot of an- areka

tree, for the purpose of its Wlndlng round its stem for support.. The

‘leaf Whlch is_the only part used, is of -a hot aromat1c quahty, it
] resembles that of the citron, ‘but 1t is longer, and narrower at ‘the

: _extremlty The plant O'rows in all par ts of India; 1t aﬁ'ects a morst

; soxl where 1t best thrives.

The pepper-plant 15 also a. creeper, and requlres to be suppm ted:

Its wood has:the same kind of knots as the vme, and: when dry ex-

\actly resembles a vme-branch The leaves have a stronp' spicy smell,

and a pungent taste the flowers 3 are wlnte, leavmg, when they drop,

small berries, somethmg resembllng those of the currant tree,’ pro-

4“duc1ng from twent) to thlrty corns of pepper at each bunch, they

_days The fxult is at ﬁrst green 5 It then changes to red ; and lastl)

assumes the appealance it has when we 'see it: it.is not sown, but

'planted, a great nicety is requlred in the chorcc of the shoots : it
‘produces no, fruit till the end of three yeals, but bears .plentrfull}»
‘the. three succeedlng years The bark begins then to’shrink, and in
) :twelve years time it ceases bearmg The pepper must be planted in
a rlch sod and kept perfeetly free from weeds As tl1e sun is neces-
sary. to the orrowth of this pl'mt, the trees whlch support it. are

»lopped to prevent their shade from 1 1nJur1ng the frult
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The su«mr-mne 1s cultrmted in thrs 1sland wrth consrderable :

~"success The most delrcrous frults are. produced in the greatest

abundance Pine- apples grow wrld ‘while- shaddocks, plantarns,

Jjack-fruit, oranges, lemons, &c are reared w1th very lrttle attentlon

orlabour L

The principal obJect in setthng thrs heautlful 1sland was for the ,
pulpose of supplying the China flects with wood and. watér. The_
latter, which is of the most excellent quality, .is conducted from the :
. foot of the mountam in PIPES to the’ wharf where boats. have their
cagks filled by a hose which leads from a cock: 1nto thelr bung-holes o

It 1s with. regret I quit-this most dellghtful spot emulatlno- 1in
'l)eauty and produce the seat of Paradrse itself*. 1 shall'ever’ chensh

the remembrance of the kindness T ‘reccived from-those families in it
with-whom T had the hononr of berng acqualnted and I request that -

. . "they will accept my thanks, esteem, and gratltude :

‘ 'perate and equal—refreshed constantly by the sea breeze, and fertlhzed b_y soft i

) and seasonable rams

o correct

CHAP. Xi

. ON the 22d of October, the ﬂeet left Pulo Penang (whrch httle '

1sland I sha]l often apostrophlze as St Preux dld those of Tinian and.

~Juan Fernandes, in Rousseau’s: Eloise) ; and on the 24th the ships
- entered -the Stralts of Maldcea,~— On:the 23d, an immense fire ap- -’
s peared on or near the Malay coast “we continued in sight of it for two
B hours —It was' supposcd -to-be some mountain, whlch the natives

L had purposely set onfire to clear the ground, though some of the

ofﬁcers were of opinion that it. ‘was an unfortunate shlp devoted  to

destructlon but the former conJecture is suPposed to be the most'

Durmg our: voyage down the Stralts, we. encountered muoh dis-

agreeable and unsettled weather—-almost continual rain, with thun-

" der storms, accompamed by llghtnlng of the most dangerous kind.
" These -storms are prevalent i in the Straits, ‘and are ooccasioned by

" the. hrgh mountains of Sumatra on, one side, and of Malacca onthe

other, attracting and breaklng the clouds, and . praducmg the electric

"phenomem of thunder and llfrhtmng, often .doing much damave tos

'_the shipping.. :Our fleet, however, escaped unhurt.

We had oppor tumtres agam of observmg several beautiful w ater-

spouts ; whlch are not in f'xct s0 formldable as they are supposed to
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»

be, in the followma' descrlptlon of them, by Falconer, in hls

< thpwreck :

-

-

4

.

« \Vhile from the left approaching we descry,
* A liquid column tow'ring 'shoot on high;
HIS foaming base an angry. whirlwind sweeps, "
“ Whele curling. blllOWS rouse the fearful deeps'
’ o« Still round and round the liquid vorte\ ﬁles,

Scatt’rmg d1m mcht and horror through the sl\les'

R The swift volution 'md th enormous tram, Pl

The homd apparltlon still- dmws mgh

Let s'wes versd in I\atures lore explam. L

.-

. And wlnte with foam the whlrlmg, surges ﬁ) |

The guns were prlm ’d, .the vessel Northward veers, .

. ¢_Till her black batt’ ry on the column bears,
L The nitre ﬁrd and wlnle the dreadful sound

“ Convulsxve shook the slumb rmg air around

“« The wnter Volume tow'fing' to. the sL .
y g Y.

K3 Th aff'rlghted surge, recmlmg as it fell ) ;

“ Burst down, a dreadful deluge from on lugh'

¢

L ,“‘ Rollmg in hllls, dlsclos’d th’ abyss of hell" o

Several large whales, and great numbers of porpmses, W ere seen

in the course of “our passage through the Straits. . . T

In the morning of the 28th. of October, -the ﬂeet anchored n

"Malacea roads ; thé weather was. squally and- ramy, ‘but cleared- up _

'. _ahout noon. The view of the town,’ and the country round 1t from

the ships,’ was very heautlful and whll(. I was. employed in makmg_
a dmwmg of thls scene, a frx«rate passed the. ﬂeet beamnfr Lorp,

.
.
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l\/IINT(), the Governor General on’ his 1eturn from the ucpcdmon to
Batavia. : ' . |
| Malacca is situated on- the South—west side of the penmsula beax-.
~ing .its name, and in the’ tlnrd degree of North latitude; yet, near
. as it is to the Line, it is blessed with nearly as fine a climate as .
Penang, the country bemg constantly refreshed’ with’ sea ‘and land -
breezes, whlch render it remar kal)ly fertile and healthy '

This old and once lmportant city’ was, about two hundred

yeals ago,’ the pnnmpal mart for commerce in thls pa.rt of. the

- world. The Portuguese were “the first- European settlers, and were

succeeded by the Dutch; it is now Possessed by the Engllsh clneﬂ) -

‘as a place of refréeshment for the Chlna ﬂeets but less necessarv
'_than formerly, on account ‘of the settlement at Pulo Penann‘ .

- The town, ‘a small batter), and a church on'a hill to the rlght »

. afford a very pleasing subject f01 the pencd from the roads, where B

we lay at anchor. The view is bounded by distant mountams"'

cloathed w1th luxurxant woods to ‘their summits. The whole coun-.
'txy is most uchly ‘covered - with veldme, and the chmate, notwith-
standmg its prommlty to” the equator, is healthy ; ‘and, bemg fre-
quently v151ted w1th refreshmg sllowers, is one of the most fertile
in the world. - - _— o

1o thé forenoon of the 29th” of October, I accompamed the Cap-
taln on a visit. to the shore. - We landed near the mouth of a small
river, whlch runs into the sea between the town and the ruins of a-
fort. The. punelpal streets throurrh which we passed were. bxoad and
handsome, contammg many good llouses bullt in the Dutch style.

The Chinese are at this place also’ the most,numerous, and the most

L
e
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*‘indu"striou's class ‘of settlers. Their shops and stores are well stocked ;

“and ‘an’air of mdependence, and even opulence, 1s to be percewed in

dealmg with them. :
. Quitting the Captam, I proceeded to ascend the hill on whlch the

church or’ chapel stands, which we had viewed from the ship, and the -

: small battery.in whlch a few: small cannon are planted The church

which was erected near three hundred -yearsago by the Portuguese,

“isina state ‘of 1ap1d decay, on the tower, which once was the bel-
1 fry, isa ﬂag-staﬁ' for sxgnals In a few )ezus longer it wxll be found
2 heap of ruins. ‘ CoL - : :

‘This spot commands @ dellghtfulmprospect of ‘the: town, the ship-

'plng in the roads, numerous verdant isles, and abeautiful: landscape,

‘charmmgly diversified-and- contrasted ‘making altogether one of the

‘most mterestmg pictures of- troplcal scenery thatI‘had yet seen. Af-
g ‘ter havmcr sketched thls pleasmg subject, 1 entered ‘the church
: tlme and neglect had- madea more rapid prorrress towards destructlon
“in the msule tban they had .on’ the:outside. "The altm had’ been
very handsome; and on the walls were some handsome monuments, in

“a sad negleCted 'sta_te. 1 regl ctted my time would: not permit me to

~ transcribe some of the mscrlptxons ~ The floor was paved with grave-

stones,- e\hlbltmg short memorials of many - an adventurous -Lusi-

:taman, ‘who had wandered ‘hither :in:pursuit of fame -or-iches,. and-r
’ iperxshed without . perhaps reallzmg ‘either. I- returned towards the ~

" town, indulging some ‘melancholy -reflections, -which ‘became. more

}glodmy and depressing’on my perceiving‘before me a funeral proces-

 sion attended by se\eml monks. in the habits - of their order, and

-’sxxty females i in long cloaks and hoods of ¢ solemn black” —fre- ‘
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quentrly"chaunting_ dirges and prhyex.'s' .for the soul of -the deceased;

who was a lady of so_me distinction. . I turned frodl this scene with
an inte‘ntion.of ramb]ing into the cohntry a little way,’ to rouse.and
cheer my ‘spirits with. the charming prospects every where to be
found in tliis delightful climate. . I had the ‘good fortune, before 1
had gone many paces, to meet with Mr.d'Culloden', ‘one of the mid-

shipmen of the Hope, sho 'readily'agréed to acc0mpany' me. —In

our way,. I took a drawmg of a fine .old. gateway, whlch is repre-

sented in the ‘Plate; and passmo- through a .market well furmshed

with ﬁsh frult and vegetables,: we struck into the country Tt was

my desxgn to gain. ‘the summit of a hill I. had seen from’ the Portu-
guese chapel; and for that purpose after we had proceeded for about
a/mlle on the road, we turned off, in order to make. a shorter cut to
the object of our walk; ‘and following 'a narrow pathway; we soon
~found onrselvee in a thick grove of cocoa-trees. Several cotfaces stood

‘near, from one of which a man with wild and’ savage looks, rushed

out, with a- Jereese in his hand. © These kreeses are. long knnes or

dd(rgers, two-edged, and said to be generally pmsoned that the

least wound mlght be fatal. We e*{pected to be '(lttdcl(ed by. this

savage, and Lnowmg that we were not strong enough to oppose .

such an enémy thh.success, _\\ve.determmcd to try the effect of ‘gen--

tleness and 'xmenify, and . fortunately succeeded. -The ficrce Je-

meanour: was changed- to: kmdness, -and the tl‘redtemng frowns to
respectful looks. Our smiles gave him conﬁdence ; and on our look-
ing earnestly at some very. I'lrge cocoa-nuts, which hung in clusters
‘over our heads, our new acquaintance climbed up a tree, and threw
down two of a large size. They were husked, and opened in-a

Y
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' moment and he presented one to each of us. ‘They -contained

near a quart of délicious milk each which we found very grateful‘

after our swvalk in.a hot day, and our-late alarm. -

. The: Malays are- represented by- travellers, and the oﬂicels of .

EnO'llsh shxps, as. savages, i who . make no' scruple of murdermg,

-every straggler they may. ﬁnd wanclemnO‘ unarmed in “their - woods

and: grounds If some instances: of -this kind  have taken. place, I

am- afraid that some blameé. might be. due to .the: 1ntruders—-hot- '

.'headed young men, perhaps, full ‘of - splnts, ‘wanton, - and insulting.

The -man we encountered,, ‘undoubtedly- expected ‘to’ be annoyed by

Sus; otherwise his - conduct on; finding us: peaceable: and: harmless,”

would not have: changed so readlly.——I have ever ‘found,: orentleness, .

suavxty, -and - mrldness, umted with truth and smcerlty, the safest
-passports in. thejourney through life. . - 1:,,;;,,:7-,,,, ; PRI
-We endeavoured by signs,- to make the . Malay understand that

we wanted to’ reach the hill I mentioned — he readlly comprehended :
- usyt and led us throucrh the wood to ‘the foot of - the ascent in a short.
time. -~ Here he was. ‘about to leave us, “but was ‘most agreeably :
B - surpnzed bya present of a: small piece of srlver for:his crvrhty ' He.

pressed us, by most expressrve pantomlme, nay, he almost insisted, ‘

'on procurmg us some more’ cocoa-nuts We bowed our thanks, and

' left h1m pleased and grateful

On gaining the top of: the hlll hy a wmdlng path, we found -
- that it-was a- small mlhtary statlon in the care of a few Sepoys Some -

cannon ‘were mounted, -and a ﬂag-staﬁ' erected here for commum-"

catlng srgnals
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Our prospects here were more extensive than from the former.
hlll,_ and :included. almost every object - we- could command from

thence It was certainly a most: beautlful view: of - Indian scenery;

and’ contalned every.f feature. désirable in‘a plcture, contrasted, how-

© ever, wrth buildings of Buropean architecture.’  Plantations of -ricé,

Malay cottages, groves of ‘cocoa’and - palm'trees,' stretchinir‘to" the
sea,iwhich is studded :with: green islets- to a great drstance, com-
posed one side of . the' prospect ;' while: the other, with srmllar sub-
Jects, -embraced also the town'and the shlppmg :

After staymg about two hours on this- pleasrncr eminence /we

descended -and :soon- reached the: town.; We: hastened towards a

" very-good tavern kept by an Eur0pean, near the landmg place, for

. the- purpose -of. meetmO‘ our friends,’ ‘and for some refreshment.
Passmg by the town-hall I found * many people assembled for the
purpose of buymg and se]hng, and transactmg mercantile aﬂ'alrs —

.Here:were: persons exposmg for''sale the celebrated edlble birds-

-nests*, birds -of- paradlse, Argus ,pheasants, monkeys _wrth yellow

x These blrds-nests are in such esteem in, Chma, .thatan equa] wemht -of sllver
is gwen for them, and they form a yery consrderable branch of. commerce. Itis - :

the nest’ of a. small blrd that breeds in caves and clefts of rocks near the sea in

B many of the Eastern |slands, as well as in. Malacca —TIti is formed of 2 oelatmous

matter collected .by the birds from the sea, ‘and from the rocks. washed by it. . )

Kempfer says it is the’ molusca, or sea w orms, whrch occasnon the ﬁery appearance
- of the water in the dark Others say it is the spawn of ﬁshes-—sea weeds —and

Linnzus thinks 1t is'an amm-rl substance, frequently found by ﬁshcrmen on the :

. beach which they call blubbers, or Jelhes S
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‘hair ¥, fruit' ~&e. At the tavern: we ‘met the captalns and ofﬁcers,

and not without some danger from the 1ntox1catlon .of some of . the

men, we were taken- ‘on-board our respective ships. - This night

being uncommonly dark, the phosphoric'-appearance of the» seas

~water, ag1tated by the boats and oars, vas ‘much more brilliant than »

I had before observed it. _
. The penmsula of- Malacca is rich in mipes: of txn, and consxder-
'able quantities of gold -dust are found in- the rivers j and I was 1n-
- formed that some’ mines of that metal are worked 1 in the 1nter10r

T]«rers, and other ferocmus animals, inhabit the woods:and Jungles,

and great numbers of wild elephants are known to range about: the. ;
Woods - Alligators abound in. the, rivers, of a very large size. It~
was for along time believed that. the upas, a tree producmg the o

- most subtle and fatal of all p01sons, grew in thls peninsula, - as’ well
as in the island of Java but 1t is now well known that the whole
story of the tree, and its . pmsonous qualtty, 1s-a mere fable, in-

, vented or ‘at. least propagated by N. P. Foerch .an adventurer de-

servmg of but llttle credit.  The kreeses of the Malays are sald tos

“be pmsoned ; and they, knowmg that the European voyafrers have.

' heard of the dreadful upas, pretend when' they sell_ these weapons®
| that th'ey ‘have been deeply poisoned;‘with the juice of"th‘e' upas,‘ and_ .

_ x The° monkeys of Malacca are very beautxful havmg yellow halr, thh a

black ring round the neck. They are’ the most doclle and 1ntell|gent of all the .
different specnes of the szmm We took two of them on-board the Hope, whose
aglle gambols, and hlghly comlc, though sometlmes mlschle\ous pranl\s, enhvened

: many a hea.vy hour in the course of the voyage..
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that a scratch which draws blood 1s fatal ——Some authors admlt that :

these weapons are sometimes charO'ed with pmson, which is done by

nnmersmg the blade -when red hot mto lzme juzce, the oxide thus

| . produced left ‘on the blade and in “the grooves of the weapon, .
B makes the wound inflicted by it dangerous and dltﬁcult to cure. —
Dr. Darwm has celebrated the upas in very beautiful poetry, where

‘he says,

’b [
Ly 1
LAEED S PO 3

i Fell upas 51ts, the hydra—tree of death " A

The trade of Malacca 1s much decayed but 1t stlll exports t1n 1n

-_ large quantltles, gold and gold dust canes, and rattans, and greatv

quantltles of ﬁne woods for the cabmet-makers and turners. Its

' 1mports are sxlks from Chlna, ’wrought and raw _opium. from Ben-

gal and sugar and cotton from Bombay and Batav1a

.
.....

We made hut a short stay (one day) at Malacca. _On the 30th ~

. of October we took on ~board the merchandlze procured there, con- )
: smtmg ch1eﬁy of tm, and rattans, both very marketable commodltles
.at Canton and on the 3lst tlle anchors were we1ghed and the

ﬁeet about three o clock in the afternoon, left the roads, maJestlcally
8 salhng m a South east dlrectlon down the Stralts, whlle I sat at the
‘ stern of the Hope talung a farewell v1ew "of the town and its sur-

roundmg scenery, now beautlfully gllded by the declmlng sun—— the

‘shades of the shlppmg deepenmg and lengthenmv over the unroffled

surface of the .ocean, until at last the sun sunk into the bosom of the:

: ‘deep, and. Malacca, and 1ts woods, hllls, and mountams, melted
,“ mto thm alr. :
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CHAP. XL

A'i.A;'

IT was not until Thursday the 7th of November we entered the g

Stralts of Slncapore Our 'voyage from’ Malacca had been tedlous, on

: account of many dangerous shoals and small 1slands, much cautlon :

. was exerc1sed and we lay at anchor almost every mght The wea-

o ther also was squally, attended with llghtnmg and much ram Thls

mormng, however, the weather clear ed up, . and a ﬁne breeze wafted S

us in our w1nd1ng course among the most beautlful lslands, covered

with eternal verdure, and so near: them sometlmes, that to adopt a

"sea phrase, we “ mlght have chuched a blscurt on shore

" The Stralts of . Slncapore are formed by a contlnuatlon of small A.

\1slands lymg off the: Southern eatrermty of the Malay coast Turtle
‘are . found in abundance near evcry island ‘in’:these Straits. - Mr

Johnson relates that the nat1ves brought ‘them on-board l’]lS ShlP,

and sold some which welghed three or four hundred pounds for a - -

- dollar, . ora dollar and a half each. . We were not so fortunate as to

......

be boarded by any “of these turtle-dealers The. weather ‘was too
_ squally perhaps for their little craft to venture to sea: | -

On the 20th; after a fortmght s salhng through rough seas, and ’

very foul Weather, we made the 1sland of Borneo but we soon lost .

sight of land, and contmurng among shoals and rocks, the fatlgue of
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sthicers and men was’ very great ‘On the- 26th the carpenter s mate
ell from the shrouds and was lost, although every possible exertion
vas made to save him. He as an 1ngemous and respectable young
nan, and' was much regretted ¢On- the 29th; a. large whale' passed
he ship, ‘a great number-of - porpoises rolled about ‘and many alli-
:ores and other: fish -were .seén—flocks of aquatlc birds also fre- .
luently flew over'us. ... i / ‘ R S
On the 1st of December a beautlful water-spout appeared near
1s; . the weather still, squally and - unpleasant - This ‘was succeeded

n the- 3d by a dead calin. - Here the shlps were in danger of dnftmg

1pon a small 1sland called Scio,. but a faint breeze ‘came ‘in’ tlme to .

vaft them out: of danger Many large sharks were ‘'seen ; swimming
ound the ship, - watching for _prey. The slow motion of the shrp
rave- an opportumty to ‘the boatswam, who was 'an’ expert shark-
mgler, to: try his skill. He baited a large hook W1th two pounds of .
ialt pork, and:dropped hlS line. into the wafer under the stern. The
yait was mstmtly ‘seized, and: the Tline: run many: fathoms ‘towards
he bottom: <The conﬂlct between the angler and his. game was long
nd severe ~hebrought  him at  Tast to: the surface “of the water;
vhen an attendant tar, who was upon ‘the watch, devterously shpped
L-nioose ‘over. the shark’s ‘head; and in. a ‘short time (with' several
sailors to assist) hoisted him. on deck by. the tackle. It was dan:
;erou‘sjto-approach;him‘ even;llere,'fl'or he flounced, and struck so
‘orcibly with his tail;. that. 1t was ‘somé' time before any one' could

,afely approach hlm, to-cut off - his head." :Several ]arge fish . were

ound in his: belly, ‘which, ‘as well 2 as the shark, -gave employment to =

the. cook .for: several hours. to. comcrt them. mto excellent chowder

1 .
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' When the entralls Were about to he thrown overboard the’ Chlnese

LI

sailors eagerly selzed them, and. cooked them aila mode de..Canton

- K

'for thelr dmners Lo el .‘;{ Lo e u;:-‘?;‘.‘;’ e

Abreeze sprung up on- the 4th, and we contmued rsarhng for

two or- three days at the rate of’ ‘seven ‘and elght knots. Another.

shark was - captured on the 9th ‘and :on - opemng hxm a-din: can was

_found in his stomach, which some of our people:had dropped over- A

board a short time before.. :On the'15th, several scorprons *and-cen-

trpedes were observed on-board no doubt brought into the Sl’llp w1th o

" the wood purchased at Penang, o - Malacca. A scorplon wWas: seen

crawllng on my coat by. the- eaptam, wwho struck it- off; ‘and one of '

the men was bit. by-oné in the hand severely, as he lay sleepmg on.

In the nlght of the 16th . as I was Wlth the watch on dech we

- heard a cry of some person Hi dlstress in. the water" near. the shlp

- A small canoe was percerved within @ few yards of “us; - withonly .a

boy on-board, who made the most: piteous moan and lamentatmn.

On the captain belng informed. of the crrcumstance, ‘he lmmedlately .

-ordered the boy and lllS canoe - to’ be: brought on-board.: -The: poor

lad had no other cov ering than a- rag of cotton- 1ound his walst and ‘

his store eonsrsted of only a small quantrty of r1ce .:On-his: belng

brought on the deck, he appeared fnghtened toa great degree, and .

in the most forlorn state. He had- every. necessary assrstance to: ren-

der hlm more comfortable. The account he. gave one of the:: men,

who understood a little of his dialeét; was, that.in‘'a sklrmlsh in one -
of. the islands, several of his frlends and: compamons were murdered

and that he, on. the day before, had made. his . cscape in the canoc, .
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which had, after'drifting a day and a night at the mercy ‘of the

waves, fortunately brought h1m to the ship. The canoe was curiously

constructed of the sassafras tree —a piece of which I have kept n
“memory of the accrdent — It was some tlme before the boy became

. reconclled to hlS situation ; and that mght ‘he could not be prevalled

upon to eat any thing, seemlng to be under - apprehensron of some ‘

evil bemg intended him. His fears, however, wore off in a few

days, and he became cheerful and happy. He is active, curious, ob-

servant, and obliging. .~ The captain gave him the name of Forfu-

. natus, and- took him under his pxotectlon 'He soon became ex-
“tremely useful, and seemed anxious to galn information, knew the

“pames of all the officers of ‘the ship in a short time, was very atten-

tive on seeing me write and draw, and pleased on my explain-
1ng to him any thing he \Vlshed to know. . . |
- On Christmas-day, after’ ‘being  tossed about for several days.

. on a tempestuous sea, and having encountered several’ very hard and

boisterous gales, we anchored off Chumpee, near the entrance of Can- )
ton river, in China. Here we were supplied with plenty of fish,

fruit,” and vegetables I had occasion to admire the strange but

' flngemous constructlon of the Chinese junks. and boats and the

dexterlty wrth whlch they were managed
Before we could enter the Bocea Tlgrrs, as it is. called or the
mouth of Canton Tiver; it was necessary to procure a Chinese Pllot

at Macoa, and a compredore,—the former to carry the ship over the

. bars of sand the latter, on coming to Canton, " to superintend the

captam s household at the factory For that purpose the purser was

_ordered to - proceed in a Chinese passage -boat to ‘that place.

Z
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- Knowing that I should not have another 'opp'Ortunity of visiting

"Macoa, celebrated for the place of bamshment and for the tomb of -

Cantozss, I was determlned to accompany the purser, if the cap-

tain gave me permlssmn It was with much dlfﬁculty I could obtain
leave, on account of the danger of the voyage, and the state of the

weather, ‘as the sea all thits day ran- hlgh The 1sland of Macoa lay ,

at the distance of seven leagues from Chumpee 1 had so mich
confidence in the skill of: the Chmese sailors, and so strong a desire

to see the tomb of Camoens, that I prevarled

“The 26th December, at one o clock in the morning, the Chinese o

Junk with the purser and myself on board anchored in the harbour

of Macoa. The. voyage was tempestuous, and we were completely ’

drenched by the sea repeatedly running over us. We got intoa good

“tavern, had some refreshment, and enjoyed several hours refreshing

“sleep in comfortable beds. About seven I was awakened by. the

ipleasing sound of bells from'the churches and convents- of Macoa., I ‘

got up immediately, eager- to explore the town of Macoa, and to visit

the cave of Camoens

Macoa is a settlement held by the Portuguese with the permlssmn

of the Chinese trovernment Itis a handsome c1ty, built principally in .

the European style; the streets being wide and spacious, and’ the
houses in general large and_commodious; and stuccoed, or white-

washed, after the Portuguese fashion,— There are several churches,

and some monasteries and convents. The market is large, and well

supphed with prowslons by the Chinese.

The space occupxed by the Portuguese isa pemnsula at one e:\tre- :
mity of the island; and in the middle of the isthmus which connects
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it to the part inhabited by the Chinese, a stfong wall 1s Built, ‘witha

Z Ll direx?

gaté in the centre, guarded by Chinese soldiers to prevent communi-

cation —or, more correctly, to prevent.the Europeans from extending
their settlement to a sizé_that would be inconvénient to the Chinese.

—And if any qutuguese‘is discqvered on the 'prohibited side of the

ORI TSt s S8 e
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wall, he must pay 4 heavy fine'for his deliverance, besides perhaps
- undergoing the discipline of ‘the bamboo. . ,

I directed my course to the Church of Saint Antonio, which stood

on the top of a hill, elevated éonsid‘erably above the town, from

which I had the most beautiful and varied views in every direction.

.

~ After making many drawings of the surrounding scenery, I de-
scended into the ‘town, and went immediately to the Franciscan
monastery. Mass was now celebrating in the church; I waited until |
it was over. - The congregation was large and respectable. Several
beautiful women, in their long: black - cloaks ‘ar_ld hoods, " walked,

piously. demure, with the reverend fathers from the church, dis=

coursing in low whispers; and, “ ever and anon,” lifting up their

fine eyes in a seemingvrapture of devotion! ,
When the ‘congregation ‘had retired, a reverend cordelier ap-

-~ proached me, where I was sitting, on the steps'of a handsome cross,

Lovdorn, Zud 2 by Blavk Jarmy. 8°CF and Neokels 260 2908
f ; - $ ' . / .
Tranctican //é/zdjﬁ'/% al //Zmaf/

erected in front of the monastery, with my sketch-book and pencil in
my hand; and, with gentle demeanour, asked me if I wished to see
the interior of the building? He spoke but Little English, yet suf-

ficient to be understood. I answered in the afﬁrmativé, and thanked

him for his civility and kindness.— We proceeded to the church,
which was splendidly decorated with statues and paintings; many

of them well executed.—The altar was most richly- adorned, as it

L Ha e A2
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Lontmued in the same state as it'was on the precedmg day, the

great festival of Christmas. —The cruc1ﬁx was set with the ‘most

bnlllant precious stones; and all the §acred vessels and utensils were
of solid gold and silver. I was then successively led along to the
cloister, refectory, the-dormitory, and the ambulator;y ; and saw seve-
ral of the cells of the monks, who are about forty in numbgr. The
situation of this religious house is" delightful, being on a rock near
the sea, “and surrounded ‘with fine pleamre-grounds planted thh ele-
gant trees and odoriferous shrubs. ,
Returning from the monastery of Francxscans, I was permltted to

walk in the gardens of the nunnery of St. Clara, most charmingly

situated near the sea. On leaving the nunnery, I came _through a

gate at the back of the town that led to the fort, where were

'some soldiers on duty, who did not shew me that ‘civility I received

from the Franciscan monks. ~On “descending the hill that led to
the fort, the road was by the beautiful church of St. Lazarus, near the
foot of the Gder-hlll whereon is situated a fort and small chapel.
On gaining the summit of this steep ascent, I was most amply re-
paid for my exertion, as ‘the scene - opened in all its loveliness and
grandeur, The morning proving very clear, I lﬁghly enjoyed the
glorious view around me, of mountains, ‘buildings, sea, and nume-
x"ousvshippi_ng and boats. On descehding this hill,. I frequently was
induced to si_t’ down and trace with my pencil some’ of its various
beauties; one in pafticular'attracted my notice, as it included a fine
" view of the fort, the garden of Camoens, and the peninsula, with

‘the Chinese wall and gate before mentioned, and a very pxcturesque
village, '
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At four o’clock I returned to the tavern. After dinner; accompa-

nied by the landlord of the hotel and the purser, I proceeded to the
~ house of the chief of the select committee of the Honourable East

. India Company’s establishment at Canton. At this season, and un-

til the month of March, the chief and supercargoes are at Canton;
from March - to- October .they reside at Macoa. The house was
at present fherefore in the» care of the. ste)val'd.and:slervants. Itisa
large and ',\veli-bﬁilt_mansion, furnished with 'great taste and cle-
gance, with an extensive garden; and grounds lnid out in the Eng-
lish picturesque  style, planrted with pine trees and shrubs of the
most fragrant kind.  Adjoining to these grounds, and through which
it is only accessible, is a craggy hill, containing the celebrated cave of

“the still mare celehrated Camoens. We - entered with reverence this

Tittle Temp]ebof the Muse;of Portugal. 'We were shewn by our in-

telligent landlord the stone seat on which the Bard of the ¢ Lu-

,Siad’f sat and wrote. And though it was now the latter end'of De-

- cember, the-weather was soft and mild ; and the sun, sinking West-

‘ward, shed a tender warmth, and threw such strong and bold shades
from the: objects it »enliv'ene_d, as made them infinitely beautiful.
‘Macoa, as well as Canton, is nearly under the Tropic of Cancer.

A small building, or observatory,. is erected on' the top of the
hill, from whence some charming views aré‘f)resented. The har-

bour and the sea, traversed in all directions by innumerable boats

. and craft of the most curious and grotesque construction, with their
mat sails, are seen in front, where the view is bounded by the dis-
tant and. dim appearance of the high mountains of the Chinese

~continent. This. scene is different to. that I had noticed in the
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mormng On the other. sxde, Ties the cxty, with its. churches and

convents, termmated by the hill and church of St. Aritonio. This -

I had visited in the morning. In returning through the garden, I
was shewn a neat tomb, almost hid BY'tréeS and shrubs. - It covered
the remains of a lady, the wife of one of the Company’s-Supercargoesl,‘
Mrs. Metcalf, a lady hxghly accompllshed and much regretted, who
died i in this distant spot, of a decline, at the early age of 24‘ ’

- No European females are permitted to enter Canton. — _The a-
dies, therefore, belonginw to the establishment continué at Macoa,
when the Company’s affairs call their husbands for several months -
mn the year to Canton. , L '

~ The 27 th I attended matins at the convent of Santa Clara
where the smgmg by the nuns and others ‘was exquisitely fine, and
sufficient to raise the most insensible mind to grateful praise and de-
votion. — After a second lohg visit to the Franciscan moﬁastery, to
finish some drawings, and to take leave of the friendly monk; and
a sohtary farewell to the cave of Camoens, as I sat on the rock
'near the gateway, and contemplated the grand scene before mie in
the finest part of the evening, T was strongly reminded of a hxghly
respected friend*, I had a few years before lost, who would have

much ergoyed the objects I now had in view. I returned to our

# The late Rev. Richard Salway Booth, of Christ Church, whose liberal mind
and hlgh talents in music and drawing will be long remembered with regret by all
that were so fortunate as to know him. Mr. Booth was my companion in many

- excursions on foot, in tracking the grand and beautlful scenery in all parts of
North and Sonth Wales; and in repeatedly visiting the sweet scenery of my favourite

r_xver Wye, from Hereford, to Ross, Monmouth, and Chepstow.
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tavern, wHer_e I found the purser impatiently waiting for me, having
procured a.pilot, who with the compredore * was ready to accompany

me to the Hope at Chumpee. 'We now called for our bill, in which

- our civil host did not fo;‘get to charge a sufficient sum for our enter-

tainment. ,

At the beach a ‘small Chinese wherry, called a san-pan, waited
to take us on board the paésage-boat; which lay about an hundred
yards further off the shore. The tide ran strong in, I did not like

“our little skiff, managed by two women. We entered her, however,

not without fear on my part; and, to prove that my:fear was not
without foundation, she sunk soon after we put off, and soused us all
into the water. Every one shifted for himself. —No assistance was

to be 'expected from the Chinese, x;\'fho would not interfere to -assist

- any European even within their reach. I swam toa Portuguese boat,

which readily afforded me relief, and conireyed me to the vessel that

was waiting for us. My companions also arrived soon afterwards,

and we congfatulated each other that we escaped with only a severe

- ducking. — I was, however, in much alarm respecting my portfolio,

containing twenty-eight drawings, which I_expected to find all

~ spoiled ; but, on inspection, they were not much injured. My next

anxiety rose from not having any dry afticles of apparel to substitute
for my wet clothes, A Chinese sailor, who certainly would not have
) S :

# The Compreddre is a person who has the contract for supplying the Company’s
ships with fresh provisions while in Canton river. The present Compredore has long
eﬁjo:)red his contract, and is the same who supplied his Majesty’s ships in 1804,
and is mentioned by Mr. Johnson in his Voyage. He isa Chinese, and his name
is Achou.
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_taken the trouble to hand a bamboo’ oar to save me from drowning,

very readily offered his jacket, m:idé of a kind of flannel, to preserve o

- me from a cold. T accepted his offer \vitl;"thénks and remuneration. B

There was no wine nor any kind of spirituous:liquor -on. board.

- Expecting at least to have a severe cold, if not a fever, I strip ped off

my wet coat, waistcoat, &c.; but kept on .'my shoes, ‘stoc'.kings, and

small-cloaths, and, decked with the Chinese Jacket lay down on a

mat on the deck, and soon fell asleep. - I awoke about twelve

o’clock, chilled by the mght air ; and was glad to approach

a fire which the sailors had made to prepare ﬂ_leir tea. | This .

warm beverage, without either sugar or milk, was very grate-

ful to me.—Immediately after their tea, each of the seamen

smoked a cherrout *. of fine tobacco, the smell of which was

so pleasant that I was tempted, for the first time in my life, to

smoke. Whether I received benefit from the tea, or th"e tobacco, or

~ both, I felt no further inconvenience from‘my wet situation. We now
‘cast anchor, and all on board went to sleep until four o’clock. At six -

.we got under sail, passed several small islands, and one high rock

rising abruptly out of the sea.— Chinese boats -of all descr:ptlons

passed and .repassed .along the coast and bétween the isles.— The

high peak of Lintin appeared, a{ld many very picturesqué objects pre-

sented themselves successively ; with some small pagodas and houses,

and islets beautifully wooded, that often induced me to open my bbok--

dmwer yet we made but slow progress, being baffled by contrary

wmds, which obliged us to tack continually. On a smart shower fall-

# The cherrout is made of fine leaf tobacco, in the same form as the Spamsh or

~West Indian segar, and smoked without the assistance of a pipe.
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ii_ng, the men put on their thin mat cloaks and conical straw bonnets,

vwhich effectually preserved them from the rain. I was furnished .

with the same dre_és, and could ‘not help wishing  that some of my
grave friends at Hereford had a peep at me in this grotesque costume.
This dress, however, is the most convenient that can be adoptcd‘in a

warm. climate ; it is not onlya complete protection from the rain, but

_defends the ‘wearer from the sun’s heat better than any other

covering. ' L L

~About four o clock R the evemng we anchored under the lee of

a httle island, where several other boats lay ; and I was nota little

surprlzed to-find a beef-steak, tender, - well-flavoured,” and nicely
dressed, . ready for dinner in a short time, with some excellent vege-
tables of the brassica kind. To heighten this unexpected fare,” our

: compredore, Achou, proc’:ured a bottle of white wine, equal to the best

sherry, from the master of another boat; whom hecknew. —The

~wind continued adverse the whole evening ; so that we were again

obliged to anchor for the mght near a._large rock; although w1thm

51ght of the Hope. o ,
- The next morning, being the 29th of December, we .m'lved safe
‘on board the Hope, after a tedious voyage of two days and nights

from Macoa. — And on the 31st, the ship entered the Bocca-Txgms, .

passing Anson’s Bay, where Lord Ansor. lay in ‘the old Centurion

"~ 1n his return from his celebrated voyage,‘ to the great terror of the
- Chinese at the fort of Ananhoy.— Tiger island lies off this bay.

The early Portuguese voyagers to China fancied that this island at a
distance resembled a tiger couchant; and therefore gave the river
- 2a ’
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itself the name of Tigris, and the entrance they called its bocca, or

-mouth., The Chmese pilots had now the direction of the ship, and -

" we moved slowly up the river, attended bya numerous ﬂeet of san- )

pans and other craft; the shxps'boats precedmg w;th the bawsers out ;.

" the Chinese boatmen frequently sounding with long bamboos. - We -

proceeded all night, the moon  casting her pale hght over the - busy
scene; and the next day, bemg the

; 1st or JANUARY, 1812, .
towards the evenmg we Passed the first bar, and came to safe an-
chorage under Danes Island. In our course up the river the scenery
was very interesting, and perfeEtly new in its character to a. stranger.

We had passed a grand pagoda, of singular architecture (the small

building in Kew Gardens is only a miniature resemblance of -one of .

these curious edifices); and another still larger we were to see at the
second-bar. This was'at least ten stories high, most richly decora-

- ted with. gay pendants at the antrles, and seemed to be elther of .an

octagon ‘or polygon construction.

The prospect was bounded by very hxe;h mountams, exhlbltmg‘.'

_whimsical shapes ; the plain from the river to their bases, of many

miles in extent, being intersected with canals in every direction, na-

VIgable for every descrlptlon of Chinese vessels, along which we-saw
" them sailing, through the paddy and nce-grounds, among ]arge
hLouses and through- villages, aﬁordxng at once ‘the most smgular
_spectacle, as well as denoting - the high state of improvement to

which this wonderful country has arrived, in the arts most necessary

for the subsistence and comfort of man, that is to say;- Agriculture,

75 A

Lonsiom, LI ghad & Biack Farey T and Nookols &7 1314 .
N

200 SalY




)
\’\%.

179

and’ Mechamcs, by thelatter of which the fac1hty of communication ‘_

-

-~

has been so eﬂ'ectually ‘promoted. - ,
- Here we’ found ten homeward-bound - East Indlamen at anchor‘
This gave me an_opportunity of ertmg to my frlends, of whlch I
eagerly avalled myself ’ |
Wlule we lay here, Mr Hudson, the first officer of the Hope,

» exchanged situations with Mr. Elliott, an officer of the same rank on

board the Warien.'Hastings * Inthe departure of Mr. Hudson, I~
had a severe loss: he was a gentleman in whose conversatlon I had
much mstmctlon, as well as amusement.”

On the 4th of J anuary, I went in a boat to Danes Island The
nﬂicers on board endeavoured to persuade me to wait till a. strong
party could be ‘made to go on shore, as the natives are so e‘:tremely
jealous of strangers commg among them, -that they had frequently
surprized stragglers; and not only-robbed them, but beat them most

" unmercifully... ~Trusting: to inoffensive behaviour and conciliating

manners on our part, we ventured to land, unarmed and unattended.
Danes Island lies in the Tigris near to the opposite shore of the main |
land from  Wampoa, where the East India Company’s ships ride at -

- anchor ‘until they are freighted. Near the landing-place is a large

_burying-ground, where many unfortunate European adventurers, as

well as many of the natives, lie interred. There are several hand-
some tombs, Wlth Enghsh and French inscriptions on: them and
spots—’ S ' o

SR Where heaves the turf in many a mouldermg heap,

to mark the last port of many a. Brxtlsh tar.
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After contemplating. this abode of -the dead for some time, “we:
-proceeded towards a hill in the neighbourhood, which®we ascended. I
. observed four men following us at a short distance. - We did not take-

any notice-of them until they 'approach‘ed'nearer tous. - Their coun~-

tenances exhibited doubt and distrust, not unmixed with : apprehen- )
sion of some affront or m_]ury, bemg intended to them, or thelr pro-" -
perty,: upon: part of which: we were, ‘possibly, trespassmg I endea.-'
voured to remove. their fears by. addressing them in English, of whlch» :
perhaps they did - not- understand a word, accompanymfr my speech"
with signs and gestures lmplymg our w1sh ‘to'reach the ‘summit: of:
the hill, :for- the purpose of enjoying the: prospect it afforded. My |
meaning was:comprehended - very readily, -and the gloom vanished
from. thelr high cheek-bones; and pomted chms Tl_ley.bore us;
company, ‘howeyer, to:the:top of the hill. . CRTPIEN U SIS N
...Here "we had: views peculiar to’ this: Wonderful country.” Tt ‘was-
from hence we' saw rivers.and canals, all nawgable, 1ntersect1ng the -
) country -carry icraft. of - all descnptlons loaded with- merchandlze,f
‘their crews: sometimes- spreadlng their sails of matting to’ the wmd s

at others: 1mpellmg the motion of their boats . with long bamboo®

poles Beautiful - parrodas, and superb -residences: of Mandanns*

rose in - the. plain, among villages and groves. - As far as the srght

couldr‘d_rscern, -every open.spot was cultivated with the utmOSt'-’care,‘

even to the tops of the hills and mountains. Towards the rivers and -

the,sea, the view was not less ifieresting. The English and-Ameri-

* The word Maudarm is Portuguese, and 51gmﬁes, a Maglstrate, ora personf_"~

" having authority, from maendar, to command.
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can -ships at anchor- the Chinese junks, tea-boats, beautiful pas- .

“s‘age-boat‘s; almost: concealing: the' water in some places by their

numbers, moving to and fro; ‘the village of Wampoa, a fine expanse
of country behind it, and gigantic - mountains in-the’ dlstance, exhi-
bited a scene not to. be :paralleled.in any other country.in the world.
So' various ‘and so interesting did the. surrounding objects appear. to-
me; that I determined.to attempt a panorama of them; and for that

purpose; I:fixed upon the next.day:to make my essay. . -

Lit Accordingly,-on the 5th.of January, I went alone to. my station
-on the - top of sthe hill.— A. great number of the natives. .came round’

v»me, among them I recogmzed three of those who attended us .the

day before..” No -suspicion . seemed to- lurk on’their. brows; but one

- old ‘man:was 'very. desirous to ;discover what I.was about to perform. :

I endeavoured to explain it to him;: but the moment he saw my penc11 )

and sketch-book; he.clearly understood my intentions, ‘ He took upon .
himself to keep -me from interruption by the:crowd ; and was so please‘d
when he - saw the :village of - Wampoa -and. the shlppmg rise under
the pencil, that he sent : one ‘of. the persons - present ‘upon some
errand ; whxch was soon. explamed by his returning with .a. basket
full of fine green oranges, . just picked from the old man’s garden,
srtuated near a village a small dlstance down the hill, and which he
pres,ented to me with great pohteness I employed several hours if.
this pleasing lahour,_the old man andthls companions continuing with .’
me,the,whole time, holding my book, and offering every assistance in
their 'power ‘We parted very well satlsﬁed with each other, and_
I retumed on board the. Hope to dmner. TSN AN TN LI
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I was: ralhed a good deal: for my rashness, by my frlends on’

. board, m going’ among the th1ev1sh Chmese alone’ and unarmed

« and many stories of robberres, bastlnadoes and even'some murders,

were related ; ‘but not a word was said of the: insolence;’ brntallty, and .

| "'raggressmn, of unﬂedged mldshlpmen and drunken sailors. -~
“On the 6th of January I had an" opportanity of- visiting Canton

‘A-Wampoa -passage-boat - was engaged for the purpose by some. of

"the officers; and about twelve we embarked -1 could-not suﬂiclently
' admire the elegance of this vessel which was . neatly pamted and

fitted up for’ passengers in the most commodlous manner —a- hand- .

some room covered- ‘with a dome, or cupola, furmshed with. sofas, -

chairs, and’ tables of superior workmanshlp, was’ aSSIgned to - us.
The whole of the wood-work as well as the furniture, was varnished
in-the Tichest manuer. ‘Although I'had read’several descriptions of this’

passage from Wampoa to Canton, and had considered most of them

" as contauung exaggeratlons not: altogether eonsxstent with the truth _

yet I must confess that those. descmptxons fall lnﬁmtely short of  the

surprlzmg scene through whlch we passed ina short voyage of about '

ten or twelve mlles » :
- We were visited by the Hoppo or Custom-house officer, and his

Aattendants, at . the first. chop-house, as it is called, near - Wampoa

. These: gentlemen are as expert m searchmg as - those at Gravesend

or the douaniers of Buonaparte Every trunk and’ package was -

opened among the rest was one contammO‘ a barrel-organ,’ “which

the Hoppo examined with great attentlon " but, not ﬁndmg a method_ , )
of opening 1t, he_ requested to know the use of it. "-An oﬂicer present“
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) answered hlm, by turmng the, handle, and producmg 2 merry tune.’
- So pleased was the Hoppo and his men, that after having the musrc .

“several times. repeated .he delivered the c/op, or. permlt, to the mas-

ter of the boat;.and departed : T
We proceeded on our: voyage through crowds of boats, san-pans,
passage boats, tea-boats (whlch are large:and very handsome barges),
and Junks —About half way to Canton the ‘middle pagoda clalmed
our - admiration ;. a slender structure, very high, beautifully orna-
mented and perfectly whrte * 1-——But when we had passed the Dutch
Folly, a decayed bulldmg hke a fort, erected on a small 1sland in the

middle of the river, the crowd of boats was s0 Immense that our pro-

gress was. necessarlly slow. = So bllS} a.scene, I am persuaded, 1s not

“elsewhere to be seen 1n the world. The nmse exceeded every

thmg I had ever heard The deafemng clangor of gongs of all sizes ;.
the shrill discordant musrc, and the clatter of the Chinese. lancruage

on every side, -assalled my .nerves so formldablv, that ‘my presence of
mind, . and fortltude, seemed at times ready to desert me. ‘We now.

‘ \ passed through streets of boats that. were stationary, and the resr-
~ dence of thousands of families, carrying on trades @nd occupatlons

~ denoted by signs hung on poles in the front of their aquatic dwellings.

On shore appeared the houses with open fronts, and oiled paper lan-
terns suspended before them. After having ng, amidst the din, had our
baggage overhauled at a second chop_-house, we arrived at the Com-

* Thls pagoda is of a dazzlmg whrteness, and is supposed by some, to be‘
e :

covered thh porcelam
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panys factory 1n t.he suburbs of C'mton, to my great rehef and'

" comfort.

of afew of the most 1nterestmg obJects, Wthh, 'if “this lxttle work ‘

' 'meets with encouragement from - -the pubhc, I may hereafter, with |

many others, submlt to its Judgment

Durmg this voyage, busy as it-was; I contnved to take sketches

185
" CHAP. XIL

THE Factor}'belongingto the Coinpany is erected within a hundred
yards of - the-bank of the river, and is a very handsome building, of

. a mixed kind of architecture,. partaking of the European style'in its

' inte;rn'll ‘construction, with that of the Eastern in some respects;

and e\{ternally havmg an clegant veranda, from which the views up

: 'and down the river are open : and umnterrupted The beach' is  co-.

_vered wlth an immense quantity of merchandize; teas, silks, nankeens,

cotton, &e.! contmual]y shifting from country-boats to-the wharf,

and. from thence by other boats to the: shlps waltlng for their lading at

' Wampoa - The'.great room, where- the supercargo and other offi-
- cers belonging to the Company dine, i is alarge and handsome apart-

ment, dppropriately furnished, and decorated with some oi‘iginal

pictu‘res ‘and-pmtraits .of the King and Queen. ‘Three noble cut-
glass lustres depend from the celhng, and .add. much to the elecrance

of: the whole

From: that part of the veranda whlc"h JOlnS the long room,- the

“prospect 1s smgular, and is perhaps the most animated in' the uni-

" verse ; whether. -you-look .up ‘or down the river, or on the beach,

the scene is equally alive and in motion. On ithe river. the hoats
of all kinds, managed by men, women, and chlldren, passmg and
2B '
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re-passmg between the rows of moored dwelhng nhces, or streets of :

stahonary boats, the latter full of visible 1nhab1tants, all employed
w1th pigs and poultry -among them the beach crowded to ex-.

cess by merchants, ‘clerks, and porters, pressmg between ‘the bales’

and packages, while the incessant buzz of their conversatlon almost

distracts one, -and for any great length of" time must be, to an
English resident newly landed, mtolerable," as it was to me.
On the opposite side of the river, . the- scene, wh;ch extends a

considerable way into the country, is diversified by'the’zipi)earnnce

of Joss “temples, shaded by m'x.)estlc trees;’ and au'y pagodas, threat- :
: emng the sky. C -

. .’The: Factory also boasts a spacious library, selected with taste

“and judgment ;- every fleet bringing new publications in the supe-

rior departments of literature, as well as the magazines, ~ne\x?spapers,
and pamphlets of the day,— The room is neatly. fitted. up, with a
large table in the centre ; and every facﬂlty and. accommodation is
afforded to those persons who are entitled or. permltted to entertain
themselves in .it. — Dr. Livingston, the Librarian, :in the kindest

manner presented me with a catalogue, -and gave me - permlssxon to

“.amise myself in the library whenever 1 should feel disposed. -

.<There -are: factories at Canton belonging. to other Huropean

natlons, as well as one to the United States of Amemca but the

trade of .all the rest united, dwindles into insignificance when com-
. pared to that of the English East India Company.: It is here that
the opulence, credit, and reputation of that unrivalled Cbmimny, that

ColossalEstablishment, is acknowledged and eppreciated by the most

suspicious and jealous Nation in the world : and the good faith and -
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 integrity of this So{rereign Company, in all its dealings with the wzify :

and cautious Chmese, have exalted the name and character of the

‘British Nation to an eminence far above those of all other countries,

not only throughout thls 1mmense Emplre, but through all the

vast’ reglons of the East.

‘As a proof of the confidence placed in Enghsb problty and ho-'

_nour, it is a fact that the boxes of dollars, bearing the Company’s

-Vtarn‘p upon tllem, will pass through the w hole Empire as cuffently

as a bill of exchanﬂe, or a Bank note, does in England the Chinese

" never even opemng ‘the boxes, either to count or inspect the dollars,
putting 1mphclt faith in the number marked upon the package 5 and

it has often happened that thesc boxes have been returned to Canton,

in the course of trade, after having made the tour of China, in the

‘same state as they left the Compan) s factorv But, m dealing

. with other \Tatlons, the Cantonese count and closely examine every

‘ pxece

The residence of Captain Pendergrass and his officers was at the

Creek factory,' where I also took my occasional abode.  The mor-

 ning after,'my arrival, I walked out into China-street, as it is-called

by the English, and entered into several shops for the purpose of

. purchasing different articles’ of dress for present use. ‘——-The persons
.attendmg were extremely attentlve and obllgmg, and spoke tolerable

vEnghsh The goods were arranged m ‘the most, exact order, and

patterns (mustas) were ready of every article for mspectlon " In one

_corner at the counter sat a person, either wrmng with a camel’s hair

pencxl and Indian ink, or calculating on his swan-pan or .abacus.

This is an mstrument contammg a certam number of beads, or small
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:halls, strung on wires fixed across a board moveable at pltasuxe, by: -
’:,‘Whl()ll the most difficult operatron in numbers i 1s qurckly performed ;

- which. when done is noted down in the shop books Chma-street as
o well as all the others whrch we were - permltted to see, is. narrow,
"dilpave(l wrth small 1ound stones, and ﬂagO‘ed on the srdes ——The
i groind- floor of every house is a shop, and the upper’ storres ‘work-

_‘ shops - and lodgings.-— Boxes of tea were oEered for sale m most of

. the shops at wlnch I called.

I was very desirous to see some of the artrsts of Canton at work

- One day T'was gratlﬁed in some respects by being introduced to San-
hingy; an artist of consrderahle reputatlon I found hrm, and three o
" of his puplls, busﬂy engacred in copymg some. Engllsh prints.. Therr

work .was ‘exactly correct to'a’ stlpple Thelr progress was" very"

slow; and unless they had. hwh prices for therr COPleS, they would
never make_their fortunes by their labour.

A few days afterwards I found 1n. Chrna street a supenor artr t of

“the name of Tan-qua. — His drawmcrs displayed taste, and some -

. science, but a miserable’ deﬁcrency in perspective, which one would

imagine’ the Chinese are incapable of comprehending,ﬁand therefore

_ of ‘practising, unless in their copies of European pieces. Irequested

Tan-qua to make me copres of some of 1 my own sketches, whlch he

- -executed to' my satisfaction.

The 10th of- January 1 accompamecl some gentlemen to visit the

'warehouses for China ware, ivory manufactures, sdk-mercers and
silver-smiths, -There was nothing to attract the partlcular notice of
‘an Englishman: in their porcelain — our own manufactories produ-- -

~ &ing ware inﬁnitely'superior"in elegance; taste, and materials.— The

~

. 1 g9

. immense srze of some of the ar tlcles clarmed attentlon— R

-
v

€<

the tall beakers w1tl1 enamell d stars,
« The monster J osses, and glgantlc Jars )
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D,mww :?

Therr work in. 1vory, - and the lacquexed articles, however, are far

" superlor to any to be found elsewhere Thur fans are u:qulsltelv

beautrful, Whether in 1vory, tortmse shell, ﬁlla«rlee _or sandal- wood

" The. ﬁllagree fans sell at twenty ‘dollars’ each 5 the tortmse shell fif-
teen; 1vory’ “from five to twenty dollars each and those of sandal?

wood one dollar each

. We:saw tea-caddres, curious calnnets, ‘and other - a1 tlcles - beati-

\fully Japanned and- ornamented at the warehouse of Nam -chong in
- . Chipa-street, where we- made a few small purchases —-The articles -
“in:silver- were well executed ‘many with Englrsh cyphers and coats
- of .arms upon’ them.’ The ‘engravers have hooks of heraldry, whlch
‘ they consult, and copy with great exactness : ‘ o

The dlsplay of rich silks at the mercers, gave us equal pleasure

-and astonishment.’

We dined this day at Magee’s tavern, near “the Factory Mr.

Magee is an American, who is well known at Canton, and respected by

" the Chinese, ‘as well as “strangers, for his- successful exploits a'gainst

the Ladrone pirates, who ‘Thave long mfested the Chinese seas, to.

5 A :

the great annoyance of 1ts nav1gatlon

. On the 11th of January I was 1ntroduced to the gentlemen at

.. the Factory.” The chief, Mr. Elphmstone, ‘to whose liberal kindness

I shall ever consxder myself deeply indebted, gave me a cordial wel-

" come ; and, to prove his desire of rendermg my- stay as agneeable as

st
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possrhle, he placed an elegant boat: at my drsposal. for my sole use
in trips along the river Tigris. - '

.Monday the 13th; I took’ possessmn of my boat and the first

use I made of it was to: v151t a large J osse temple ori the opp051te side

of the river.  L'was attended by a’young oﬂicer of the Ameha (Mr. -
Taunton) — After crossmg a large court shaded by 1 1mmense banian -
trees, we ascended a. flight .of steps whrch led to the door of the
sacred edifice. The prrests permltted us to enter. ~The 1dols were .

very. large ﬁgures of bronze, - ﬁfteen or twenty : feet hlgh These

* divinities had nothmg véry sublime or awful in" their appearance; on |

-the contrary, they appeared to us Europeans, ﬁlthy, dlsgustlng, and

abommable They were,_adored, - however, by a: great number of -

prostrate devotees whrle we were present, and those had no sooner

w1thdrawn but others pressed forward to supply their. places ; so that

the WOI‘ShlP seems to be contmued all day There were several

monstrous 1dols, and altars were placed in different parts of the :

temple, with prlests oﬂlcmtmg at them. These reverend fathers

did not pay much attention to cleanllness, for they wore ¢ marvellous

’

foul linen;” their polls were: as closely shaven as- any Bernardin

monk’s, and thelr lo‘ng robes shewed symptoms of their having been
once whlte They were polite enough ; and, as a great favour, they
took us to the sty, or temple ‘of .the holy Pztrs These deities were

. well. attended and were certamly much cleaner than their prlestsl

They were very large and fat ; and some of them ‘we were 1nformed -

were thrrty, and one forty years old. . This last was an immense sow

of a very venerable appearance. —Leavmg the grunting gods, We

returned to the large temple, where I prepared to- take a drawing of

-

its mterror.; Thls was no’ sooner percerved by the pnests and the -
devotees, than such an outcry was- ‘raised, and: such dismal yells and‘
groans uttered that we thought it necessary to_effect our 'retreat as -

va‘

speedxly as p0551ble, not’ W1thout recelvmg ‘some msults from- the sa~

Acred prlests and their devout penitents. .

“Having regamed the street we halted,- to 1ecogmze our posrtrou.

' VVe dlscovered that our egress was through a drtferent gate than the

- one through whrch we entered and as the'e enemy had quietly rehred

into their strong -hold, we had lelsure to contemplate the evterror of

the bulldlng, whlch is of vast' extent Tt con51sts of many temples

“inclosed. within a “all of great c1rcu1t havmg several gateways for

entrance. On the outs1de of the one we had Just passed were two co-
lossal statues in mches, one on each side, placed on pedestals five feet
hlgh They "were. hlghly grlt and executed with a certain degree

of Chinese propor tion which claimed attention. The one on the

. right hand had a ﬁerce'aspect,’an‘d"stood in‘a threatening attitude.

The other had a mild countenance, and a gentle demeanour. — We

" were told after\vards ‘that - these ’ﬁ'gures were emblems of War and

Peace. After having made some sketches, we re-crossed the Tigris,

 and landed at the Factory. - Notwithstanding the ill success of this

adventure, I was determined to take some more favourable opportu-

s nlty to eXplore the temples of ‘Josse and the sacred Hogs

I was this day, January ‘the 14th, mtroduced to Messrs. Bar-
rettt at their residence in the Factory They ure merchants of great

eminence; and as the roof of the’ bulldmg occupled by them com-

‘ mandeda very extensive prospect, I had their permission to ascend.
From this elevated station I had a view of "the city of Canton, its
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pagodas, and temples "The extent is. vast and as the st1 eets are par-
row, ‘the population-must be i 1mmense wThe streets nearest to.me;
and of whlch I had -a full view; were: counterparts of those without -

the: wall—- but 1 could not help. regrettm«r the polxcy Wlnch forbids |

all forelgners from entermg the gates of. Canton —-On the: other

side of-the city rose-a hill or peak of- great altitude. - I lamented
K my mablllty to obtain permlssmn o visit’ its summlt -1 had an

opportunity of* sketching, . where I was, a panorama. of great extent,

" including - scenes -equally novel and 1nterestmg to Huropean eyes.
But it would be, very inconvenient to. lntroduce folded. plates into

a work. of this nature, :which’ can only contain. detached views, ‘and

representatxons of rare or cunous ohJects either i in landscape or ar-"-' ‘

chltectural subJects

- In one of: the ‘streets behmd the Factory I this mor nmg met a mar-

' Tiage processxon Six sedan-chairs# contained the mar rxed couple and

their" friends.”  No other mode of . st1eet conveyance is -uséd in’'the

:suburbs of Canton. No wheel carriage; or even a. horse is seen. The -

‘crowd was immense, and the* ‘procession ‘was almost endleSS—- I got
into a shop, to avoid belng thrown down ~and " trod to death. - The
clamour. of -the gongs, and- their musical" instruments, resounded in
‘my-ears for'many- hours afterwards,” =i . o - - ,

Canton, hke most of - the cities in the ‘Bast, classes the dlfferent
.trades ‘together ;. the -apothecaries: engrossing. one- street the- silk-
mercers another ; -the cabinet-makers a third; and so on.-—— But this

mode 1s not adhered to in Chma-street there we found the shops

"% These vehxcles are ‘not like those used in Europe, butakmd of uprxght '

palauqum oL Lo el eed el s wn e e e
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the convemence “we,
occupied by persons of every professmn, for ;e

- were told ‘of strangers. | -~ -~

"I was one - day 1ntroduced to a hong merchant (who is alsoa Man-.

l darm) of ‘the name of Con-se-qua. — Mr.’ Bosanquet who . did me

the honour_to ‘conduct - me, informed Con-se-qua of a fact which

he: could scarcely credit, namely, that I had voyaged to China with- -

: out any other obJect than: to see the country, "and to learn as much as

I could ina short residence, of the manners and customs of the people
Mr. Bosanquet added that it would be hlghly grahfylno' to me ‘to -

be permltted to make drawmgs of the merchant’s elegant and’ spacxous

. re51dence, as well as some of the curious . suh_]ects in and about the

mansion. -This was readlly granted And “after belng regaled mth

‘to
- wine, tea, ‘and sweetmeats, Mr. Bosanquet retired, leaving ‘me

commence my operatlons immediately.”  Con-se-qua spoke tolerable
Englxsh and led me through the dlﬂ'erent apartments, pomtmtr out

| what he considered as’ the most 1nterestmg sub_]ects, ‘and expl'umng

the uses- of 'such articles - as were new to me. The house and offices
form a quadrangle “In the centre is seen a fountain ot' wateras clear
as: crystal contalned ina capacmus marble bason, whlch may pro-
bably serve fora bath for some of the males of the family. - The area

" around it was planted with beautiful shrubs -and flowers, exhaling -

the richest odour: "Arches of rock-work, excellently executed, sup-
ported the bulldmg, and the whole was grand and solid. The ap-.

pearance towards the: street gave no reason to expect 80 much magmﬁ-

£ . Lt :
"r" :

cence within, S aF :
A temple Was included w1th1n the walls, finished w1th a frnght-

ful Josse, ‘and some curious and’ costly’ vessels "and instruments wete
' 2c¢
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placed upon his altar.. The’ furmture of the house corresponded

with the grandeur of the edlﬁce, and every thing indicated wealth

and happiness. : ,A,great.many children came to mie while I was em-

ployed, and a great:number of .domestics passed- and:re-passed, but

.no female of any description appeared. I'continued .my..visits for

several mornings, and was always presented with: sweetmeats, and tea

'of the finest quality. . The tea was- brought i elegant - oval China

basons with covers. to them, without " sugar - or ‘milk. —-—The -tea 1s

made in these; basons, and:the leaves are left in the: hquld

.~Asteaisa favourlte beverage with me, X was very desrrous to see,
some, plantatrons of .it.. . On the,28th " of .January;' I was _gratlﬁed.; A
- Four gentlemen of the_Facto_ry, dccompanied me across ‘the Tigris, ’.

and . after walking a few: miles into the co‘untry,' we c‘ame'to' a plan-
-' tation - of tea of ahoutztwo acres . We were conducted to it. by the

servants of the proprletor The plants were. then in. blossom The »

most perfect neatness had been observed in";their .cultivation ; not a

weed or even a blade of grass, was- suffered 'to- rob the cherlshed '

- plants. of their’ food The soil seemed to be a sandy loam, rich, with.

| manure ; .and’, ;several . persons, with’ hoes, of .singular shapes, were
“busyin the act of strrrmg the mould. . The shrubs were dlsposed n

TOWS, perfectly strait..-— In- only plckmg a’ few leaves ‘to taste the
green herb, I perceived that I, oﬁ’ended our’ Chmese attendants, S0, -

k careful are they: of -this valuable plant.

. In.the course of.;our, walk, we passed through several ﬁelds.

D T LT SR e,
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planted with 1nd1go, another very important. vegetable.: —Several

elevated perces of ‘ground; near. the; road, were appropnated for the

3 repose of the dead We saw.a vast; number of graves, in the form

-
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~of little barrows, or- circular® hillocks, not’ unlike the appearance of .

the ground in a-new plantanon of hops in England::  A: great many
were dlstmgulshed by upright stones, with Chinese characters: cut i
them, placed on the side of the hillock.

Tt was durlncr ‘this éxcursion; accompamed by gentlemen of en-

llghtened and liberal mmds, I pald my second visit to the: great tem-‘

. ple on the South side of the river. Whetber the' pnests kiew some

of those: gentlemen, or that they weré in a bettes huour than when-
I had the honour of : v1sxt1ng them before, they siffered” me ‘to'draw.

some of the: statues, altars, &c. without: miichi‘ mterruptlon ‘We

. agam visited the holy inhabitants- of the sty, and thelr more slovenly

pnests — Absurd, “however, - as these 1nst1tut10ns appear to us, .

t hey should. not be rashly condemned or’ even rldrculed Wlthout .

~ knowing the reasons, which, . perhaps may be brought to explain |

them, by sorie of the 1ntellrgent and le'lrned men ‘who not-only
countenanee a’ ‘mode of worshlp which to us appears 50 udxculous,
but would’ lay down their lives rather than abjure it. & -

After a most’ agreeable 'ramble, full of information and amusement

we returned to. the Factory, toa dinner which would have tempted

the appetlte of an alderman, and” gratlﬁed the taste of- the most
fastidious epicure. ‘ : :

On the 29th of January, ‘T'had the honour  of - being introduced -

to the Rev. Mr. Mortison, ‘a Protestant missionary settled at Canton.

This gentleman has- acquire'd such a -p&erfect knowledge of the Chi-
nese ‘langua'ge,fthat hé speaks it with the greatest fluency, an‘d,w'ritesz
it -correctly. - The principal hoppo, or- comptroller ‘of the-customs',‘
at Canton, -had ‘appointed  this - day- to visit the. Zypan' (so. the

RN
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_Chmese call - the chief officer of. the' Companys ‘Establishment at

Canton), . and the other gentlemen at. the-Factory. —Mr. Mornson
attended for .the purpose “of mamtammg the conversatlon with  this -

great man.

Havmg recelved the - most pohte invitation’ from Mr Wllham ,

Parry (lately . deceased), 1 attended; and at twelve: oclock ‘Mr.
Elphinstone, . the chief,- and all the supercargos, - -India captains and
officers;" assembled in: the noble veranda- ad301n1ng the great room,

to - recene this nnportant personage, The - thundermg clangor of .

gongs announced his approach A band of, mustclans also attended.
Some. otﬁcers in whimsical and fantastrc dresses, preceded the superb

chair of. the hoppo, carrxed by six stout hearers: Six Mandarins i in

elegant chalrs followed ;. and near: them, the hoppos prmclpal at- -

tendants in similar vehicles ;. but the crowd was.immense,- pressmg

: forward even .to the. pillars - -of, the .veranda. Mr. Elphmstone at<

tended by Mr Morrison and all the gentlemen of the Factory, re-

-cetved the dxstmtruxshed visitor at the top of the grand stalrs, where
the proper ceremonials were observed .and due comphments paid and

' recelved He was then led toa table, spread with a profusron of o

frmt sweetmeats, coffee, wine, &e. ——The hoppo sat on Mr. Elphin-

‘stone’s rxght band ; and the other l\’Iandarms were placed according

to the rules of precedence, each in hls proper and relatwe station.

There are no people more fond or observant of ceremony than the

Chinese.: The rank of the Mandarins was known and, dlstmgulsbed
by the large bead or button, affixed to the front of their caps.. I was
told that these ornaments were. formed of precrous stones but I could

not give credit: to- this 1nformatlon, on account of the large size of
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those Pretended Je\\'els The hoppo, and each of the other Man-
darms, successively paul their compliments to the Typan, and to every
other md1v1dual of the Establishment; and then rose. up, as did ‘the
whole company * The Rev. M. Momson now addressed himself -to
the hoppo in a long speech which, whatever the subject was, gave

evident satisfaction to the person addressed ;. who, when it was con-

‘cluded, made a reply with:igreat gravity, attended: with . very little

action on the part of the orator; but a strong emphasrs was' laid

.upon some. EYPI'CSS]OHS :

Mr. Morrison explamed thls speech to Mr. Elphmstone who
through Mr. Morrison, - -expressed his satisfaction. . . ’

"Some’ refreshment was now taken ; and afterwards’ the hoppo and
his friends walked. round this grand saloon, and viewed some pictures
with great attention.. The full- -length portraxts of- thelr Majesties,
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, were those of which. they took  the most
notrce "The magnificent cut-glass chandelier, hangmg 1n'the centre
of the room, excited their admiration: After lookingat the library,

and reading-room, attended by Mr.. Morrlson, who explalned every

. subJect which seemed to attract their attention, all the company re-

paired to the Creek- Factory, ‘where the depdt of the ‘most curious

and costly productlons of English art and 1ngenurty is situated.
‘Here the visitors had an opportumty of seeing and admmng the

perfection at which' the mechanical arts had arrived i in England. —

Here were to be seen, arranged in the tnost conspicuous and advan-

tageous manner, the: most superb’ Jewellery, clock-work, watches,
»
gold and srlver vessels of the’ ‘most exquisite workmanshlp, engraved

and- chased ; by the first art1sts fire-arms, cablnets, boxes for snuﬂ'
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or for betel, and oPium i but ‘what ‘m'ost's‘nrprlzed and delighted the

guests, especially the younger part of them, were the automata, con- -

~ sisting of many wonderful pieces of mechanism and machinery, dis-

* played in mov1ng figures of birds singing and fluttering their wmgs,' -

self-moving chariots, musical - time-pieces, &c.- &c. ' The hoppo
examined several articles ‘very mintely; and those with which he
seemed most 'delig'htedf'were’set aside, to be presented to him from
the' Company. .

After continuing at the repos1tory until four o clock the com~
vpany departed with- ‘the same ceremony and order as they came.
The Typan, and gentlemen of the. Factory, attended: them to the gates
of Canton, where they took leave. v b

Among these VlSltOI'S, I observed sonie young men of a very inte-
‘resting appearance We were informed that they had but lately come
to.Canton, and- ‘weére natives of Pekin. - Their 'pers'ons ‘were hand-
some; and their complexion-something fairer: than- that of the- Can-
, tonese -—Pekm Jies -about'a thousand miles ‘Northof- Canton, n 'N.
- lat 40°0.. - ' i -

. The hoppo was grave in his manner, with a shrewd and ohservmg
countenance, and seemed to be at least 51xty years old.

After visiting the extenswe \varehouses of a hong-merchant and

mandarin named Hau- -qua, - contammg upwards of twelve thousand

chests of tea, I had the honour- of: being-introduced hy Mr. Parry, of
the Canton Establlshment to the Maudarin Pon-qua:qua,” at'his re-
sidence on the South side of .the’ rlvcr + This’ Mandarm has, with' the

»permmswn of - the- Emperor retlred froni+ all employment ‘and’ has

given up all- mercantlle concerns. - The gentlemen of the Factory,

ofl?%
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with whom he is. ﬁpon the most' friendly terms, have given him the

‘ Enghsh title of ¢ the ’squire.”’: Besides Messrs. Parry, Bosanquet,

Ball, and several other gentlemen of the Factory, the Rev. Mr,

: MOI’I‘]SOH was of . thls party.. We were shewn ‘on our arrival mto a

grand audience-chamber, furmshed with chaus and tables of elegant
workmanshlp, in- the Enghsh_“taste. ,W hen the Mandarin entered,

Mr. Parry introduced ‘me to him'in great form; at the same time

informing him that a strong desire to see'some-partjof the immense -

'Empire of China, and its inhabitants, arts, and antiquities, was the

sole inducement which broughtcme from my country, traversing nearly

half the Globe. He added, that, beihg‘.e'nti—re}y, disengaged from all

kinds_ of  business, I applied my leisure in the exercise. of the: pencil,
for.my. own ,.gr,atiﬁcat‘i_o_n,_ arid.,the amusement of" my friends. —The
‘Ma_nd“a_r.ikn, who po'esessed'a fine open ‘countenance, Adisplayin‘g-,trait_s" '
of behevolence and senéibility,lwas surpriz'ed'and pleased at so.un-
usual a circumstance, and received me most cordially ; msxstlng upon
performing the ceremony of ching-ching with me,. Jor Josse, - This
was done by his taking. both my. hands within’ hls, and gently press:.
mg them. We were now sworn friends. ‘
Pon:qua-qua conducted us through an elegant suite of rooms;
most nchly furnished ; tables of the most costly wood, some of them
inlaid with marble, cabmets, and ornaments, couches, and sophas,
placed and dlSpOSEd with the most finished taste, upon superb car-
pets of  the . most lively colours, g;aced every apartment.  The
Library," full of Chinese books, was kept in the neatest order. 'And
what rendered these fine rooms the more strlkmg to a str angef, was

an immense banian-tree, planted many ages since, spreading its huge.
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Abranches ovér the greatest part of them. — This noble -tree grew ‘in
the ‘garden, and had seats beneath  it, -wliere the generous host a‘nd
his - visitors® generally- sat to converse,’ while they waited for ‘dinnper.

On my eXpressing my-admiration ‘of this fine tree,“the-’ Mandarin *
" told me that it was'planted by orie of his ancestor’s,‘ and that he could.
not take too- much care of it upon that account. The plety of the'

Chlnese towards their progemtors 1s proverblal

“We were led to an avlar) filled with the most rare and beautlful ’

birds. © We were also shewn a green-house furnlshed w1th curlousn -

and scarce plants and: ﬂowers ; and on each side of the. walks i in the

garden, orange trees growmg in: enormous porcelam pots, were dis-

" posed :in equi-distant - rows. | Our host, with a friendly frankness,'- B
invited mé to visit him often, and take sketches of whatéver'I pleased o

in‘'or:about his mansion. I accepted ‘his invitation with pleasure and _'

after a refreshment of :wines, and some tich conserves, 1 wé ‘returned:
to’ the Factory T SRS TR TE R P2

- In one of my visits to-this kind Chinese; 1 presented him with'a

ﬁmshed drawing of - his' own. house. . This little mark of attentlonv N

gave him evident pleasure ; -but when, on another ‘occasion; I gave

" him a coloured sketch of the:lnterior of his grand saloon, with'a re-

presentation of himself- reposmcr on an elegant couch; his expressxons _

of thanks and ‘satisfaction sere too flattering for me to repeat.
'To a dinner which Pon- qua-qua gave to the gentlemen of the Fac-’-

tory, and some of his own friends, T had the honour of an invitation.

The _party were only about’ thirty in number,‘ whosat down to an .

elegant dinner dressed in the mixed style, Enghsh and Chinese. - It

was here I made my first essay in the use of the clop- stzcks, mstead

| 901'-

of- kmves and forks They were two long pleces of ivory, of. about

. the thickness of a larcre quill,. and tlpped at. the ends with silvér.:

A couple of ‘these are heldin the right hand, between the fingersand. .

» thumb, soinething'_-like'the manner in: which we hold_‘Pe_ns in writing ;-
‘and with these‘»the.C‘hinese pick up: their meat out-of their little tu-:

reens*|e wrth the greatest ease .and quickness, —But it should be re-;

"marked that their dishes are all ragouts or- hashes, where the meat. is:

d1v1ded into.small pieces. . - After a great many. trials, and consequent :

’ fallures, (to the great amusenient; .of my- English fnends, and indeed.
ol could see.that: the Mandarlns present could scarcely refram from
‘ .laughlncr at my awkwardness;). I gave up the chop-sticks,: and took to,

the knife and fork with which 1 contrived to- make an excellent; din-:

ner on’ some fine. xoast beef and-ham and fowls. - .. ..

Soon ‘after. dinner;- Pon-qua-qua ordered :the- glasses to be ﬁlled

' then, all standmg, ‘he gave, as a toast, the King of England‘-—ln ‘

return for this comphment, Mr. Parry, who represented the chlef of .

~ the: Company s Estabhshment gave the Emperor of., Chma‘ ---all

standmg —Pon-qua-qua and the other Mandarins expressed _their.
\satlsfactlon Many other toasts succeeded -and- in: the. mtervals
many salhes of Chlnese wit escaped the Mandarms mtelhglble only
.to each other, and Mr. MOI’I‘lSOD At twelve o clock, tea, and coffee

e -
were: brought in; and soon afterwards, we were femed orer to the

Factory S

‘One day I accompamed Captam Pendergrass and a party to visit

a Iarge Chlnese Junk, \Vhlch lay in the river about a mile below

. The Chmese do not-eat out” of plates, but -out - of little tureens or dlshes, .

" fot the purpose, probably, ‘of Leepmn' thie food longer: hot

2D
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Canton - The naval gentlemen exammed her w1th mmute attentlon,'
but did - not seem to approve of her constructlon “For my part, I
do not pretend to have an opinion upon these matters. - Whrle we. 7
were on board, the sailors were engaged in ralsmg the malnmast by -
means of the wmdlass -The mast at the- base was about four feet: in’ |
dlameter, and its height was about eighty. When it was. elevated to.
the altrtude of about forty-ﬁve degrees, the followmg ceremony. was -
perfox med: A sailor, with a lighted paper.match in his Hand, walked'f :
along the rechnlng mast, ‘nearly to - the top ; here he- waved the:

: hghted paper ‘three times, describing’a circle - ‘each trme, havmoi'f ‘
~ done this, and pronounced some words; he . deseended. The mast .

was then raised to: 1ts proper station.

- Mr. Johnson, speaklng of the craft on thrs river, ' says, that the, e
Chinese work’ theu Juan and other boats with- astomshlng adr01tness, '
that- they actually seem - to ﬂy throu<rh the ‘water.;- outstrrppmg the.
European vessels in velocity, though they fall 'more to leeward - on.
account of, thelr pecuhar constructron « ¢ The sails' are all made of

d mats, and are narrow, but werv lofty, - Sht pleces of bamboo Cross.

“ these" salls honzontally at “shoit: dlstances, and . to one ‘end of

.

“sheet leadmO‘ aft, by which mieans their sails stand - better, and’

“lie nearer the wmd than any European sails possrbly can-do;
“« On each bow of their junks there is always pamted a Iarge eye,'
“ and they are, ‘or pretend to’ be, astomshed that our vesse]s
s can find their way through immense oceans " without - -eyes.”

" While I was engaged in makmg some sketches from the rlver-
sxde one -morning eaily, twelve tea-boats came; ‘down the river-from_

“. these is attached a bow-hne leadmg forward to the other a.
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the 'int'eri”or‘ot' the country,’ Taden each with 600 cliests of tea, t3:.be-
stowed ‘in . the: Company s warchouses at the Factory.. As soon as
they came along side the whatf,. they proceeded to unlade the cargoes, :
which ‘were with surprlzmg quickness. and dexterity conveyed by the
coohes or- porters to the warehouses. - Bach porter carried two chests,
one’ dependmg from each end of a bamboo slung across his shoulder.

" The feast of the new year was now approachmg It commenced

| on the 15th’ of February, ‘and continued’ for-three days During -
those days all business ceases ; nothmg ‘but rejoicing, visiting, sailing ~

on the rwer, excursrons into the country, theatrlcal exhlbltlons, &e. ‘

" and the ‘most - bulhaut ﬁre-works at mght are attended to Every

“one 1s dressed in his best apparel and you see n every corner the

celemony of- chrng—chmg performed and, as I am 1nformed the

most. hyperbohcal complrments are pald and- recewed by persons of

" all ranks and degrees Vlslts of ceremony are pard by the Man- -
‘ darms and -merchants to- thie gentlemen of the Factory, which are

. returned vmth the most precrse punctuahty In the absence of the

persons called upon, the M'mdarms leave their names ‘and addresses

‘on coloured cards hlgh]y ornamented. In short, every thing announces.

fest1v1ty, re;ommg, and dlSSlpatron The thlrd day of this festival is
devoted chleﬂy to aquatxc excursions, and partxcularly to visits to the

Parterre gardens In these parties the ladies are allowed to accompany

their lords. The 17th of February, belntr the last day of the feast; our
party, occupymg two boats, embarked at thel*actory at eleven o’clock,
to‘prdc’eed‘ ap the. river to the Parterre gardens. Thousands of b'oats
of all descriptions were ‘already in motion, the gongs sounding on

all ‘sides, - the san-pans-and. smaller vessels shooting swiftly along,
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while the large Mandarin and chop-boats Proceeded ‘regularly “and
- majestically up the- stream,,all newly palnted and "gilt, with’ gaudy'

streamers : ﬂauntlng in. the wind ;* while shouts, - laughter, -and ‘the
v clacketmg of -the Chinese language, filled the air... The 1mag1nat10n

cannot conceive-a more lrvely scene. --.Several prcturesque and beau-

tiful - subJects on the banks .of- the nver swould at. -any. ;. ;other - time -

have engaged our attentxon but at present the mind was entlrel)
engrossed by the singular and- animated movmg plctu\re before us.

. :The gardens are situated about three miles above Canton, in a
charmlng country, abounding with tropical:trees, plants, and vege-
tablés of the most beautlful kind. - Just after we had landed three
larcre Mandarin  boats. came up. to the landmg -place, finely palnted

and decorated, from which several ladles were handed on shore “As

- these were the first women of: rank 1 had seen in Chlna, 1 observed ,

: them w1th partxculal ‘attention. They were small, but very elegant

figures, most rxchly dressed thelr eyes -and hair . black the latter \

ornamented w1th dlamonds and .other precrous stones, thelr com-
| plexions.. were fair, but evrdently -aided by some whlte parnt not

- very. artificially laid on. _ They hung on the gentlemen s-arms, .and

tottered: along’ with. much pretty affectation ; perhaps thls mlght be

- occasioned by thelr feet having been cnppled in their mﬁmcy to ren-

~der them small. .-They took several turns in-the gardens, but they

dld not ‘cortinue there -above half an hour, when they were re-con- .

ducted to the boats, and rowed down the river.. - . _
. Thiese gardens are lard out in. long regular walks, in stralght lmes 3
the sidés of .which, as well as the compartments, display large pots

containing the -mbst beautiful shrubs and flowers. . On returning to
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our-boats, we came to several shops displaying their goods to the best-

advantage, consisting of ornaments, articles, . of dress, -and- toys;:

| among the: latter. were’ some very: curious. ‘and -well-executed models

_in:clay, of. beggars. and’ ‘other grotesque figures, seen in the streets

' of. Canton They were ‘SO well executed dlscnmmatmg and mark- v

p T—— !
3

ing: the characters they represented with so much.truth- and. humour,
that T apprehended the price must be high; but I, found it was: very:

reasonable. *I, piirchased a- few, as memorials of the feast of the new.
year at Canton..- After walkmg among an immense. crowd untnl we
were quite tired, we re-embarked and sarled down the river. In‘the
course of . our voyage we sometimes were very near the strects of sta-

tionary boats, or boat- houses;. -when that happened we were loaded
hY

“with abusive and insulting language, whlch L could easxly .compre-,

hend from the menacmg gestures of the speakers Ladles were also
seen in, these aquatlc dwelllngs, assrmllatmg in manners and delicacy,
w1th those of our own country - damsels whom we meet at the Pomt
at' Portsmouth,- at ‘Wapping, or.St. Giles's. ...~ SRR g

Dunng our resrdence at Canton; I took several short excursmns

Amto the CO“,“h,'):, with one or other of the gentlemen of the Factory, -

and “once - with . the Rev. Mr.»_Morrison. Indigo seems to be the
article mostly cultivated near Canton.. I observed that'all their plan-

tations, _whether'it was of indigo, tea, rice; paddy, or esculent vege- |

. tables, were'in rows ; and the grain and seeds drllled ‘The neatness

.of the hushandry was admirable ; not:a- weed was suffered to con-
tlnue The hand- hoe seemed to be -the instrument. chleﬂy used for

the extlrpatlon of weeds, it was always in requlsltron . In every
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_piece of ground or plantatlon we: saw, thele was" one, if not two,
labourers at work thh the' hoe A T

L

~In one of those “excursions. we contmued an. hour, to observe a

‘party of young men of a rank ev1dentl}r far above. the. vuIO‘ar, ‘en-"
- gaged in shootlng at a target with bows and arrows. - They were' .
very deitrous,‘ lodglng the arrow frequen'tly near the centre, and:
" almost mvarlably in the target, at the distance of eighty yards. - Thelr :
bows were long, and required great strength as well as skill. to bend.‘;

them *. Thelr behaviour to us was pohte and communlcatwe, as far -

as SIgns could supply the place of conversatlon

On the 20th of February we were invited to a grand dmner atlf
the house of a dlstmgulshed hong- merchant of the name of ]l[auk-‘-; B
qua..  This personage transacted. business with the Comp’my to an .
1mmense annual amount - The merchant resided at a splendld man- _‘

| s10n, nearly adJ01n1ng the European -Factories. . His warehoitses -

were very extensive, and occupled a large space of ground About

six o’clock the company- began to assemhle ; 1t consmted of all’ the .

gentlemen of the F actory, the India captams ‘and their prlnc1pal oﬁ’i-’

cers, forelgn merchants and l\landarms, the frlends of. M'luk-qua and .
“others, i in the whole to the number of eighty pelsons We were' all; |
recelved n-a large anti- chamber by I\Tauk -qua in person, to whom‘g
every stranger was. mtroduced in" due’ form. At seven’ o’clock" we‘_‘ :

‘were shewn 1nto the dmmg-saloon, which was lxghted up with ele- -

gant lamps ; and here T met agam with- my pleasant fellow-voyager

‘and shlp mate, Hommagee, the Persian me1 chant ‘aftera separatlon ;

* The youno- gentleo‘en were; much duerted at my attemptmg ln vain to bend .

one of thelr bows.
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© of -many days. - The table xras—eovered,'tvith ‘a profusion of cOstly de~

licacies, dressed according to the mode. of several other nations as

well as the. Chinese; - On one side of the saloon, the curtains opened
and discovered an- elegant theatre rxchly decorated The performers:

_entered; and a play, or smg-sang, -commenced. - The music was -
Ioud and harsh ; but the company in general paid much more attentlonr
~ to the exquisite_ dishes on the table than to the pla)t, although 'the
“players 'exerted themselves to the utmost, to excite the notice and

obtain the applause-of their auditors. 1 confess that I, also, had so

‘bad a_faste, or was so hungr}, that 1 could. not.discover the least
heauty in the poetry, excellence in the actmg, or- harmony in the
music, antil I had somewhbat allayed: the appetite which the sxght and

smell'of- soups wmade of ‘birds’-nests and sharks’ -fins had occasioned.-

These soups, as well as most of the Chinese cookery; - were served -

up in small upright porcelain dishes. I tasted the soups, and found

- mulants: ot' a particular nature, 1 ‘refrained from mdulgmg my taste, ‘

and made my dinner of some fine ﬁsh, and the suhstantlalEnghsh dishes: A

of roast beef, ‘and‘ha‘m‘ and fowls. Some excellent 'pastry and cuxioué

confectlonary succeeded and the feast was concluded with a desert of

" them palatable and highly seasoned; but; as ‘they are said-to’ be sti<

fruit, -among whxch were fine large grapes,-and. deep—coloured Man~

darin oranges of a most exquisite flavour. The wines were Madeira

" and “claret ; but  the. Chinese gentlemen preferred their own S(lm-6‘00>-

to°the European wines. = The sam-soo is a strong. fiery spmt and 1S

said to be very unwhoalesome to an- European constitution.’

.- I'had now leisure to atterd to the sing-sang,- and the exertions :
of the sons of Thespis— ¢ the brief abstract and ‘chronicles of the

~

i
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times ;7 but I soon percewed that:these heroes of the stage had never

_heard Hamlet s instructions to the players, or, if they had, they had -
not proﬁted for ¢ they: so strutted, -and bellowed, as if Nature s

-8 Journeymen 'had made men, and not made them well, they 1m1tated

{3 humamty 50 ahommablv 17 Yet there’ was.a. fable, plot and a f‘ ~

' catastrophe, to- be dlstmgmshed even by us, who were totally undc-
quamted with the language ~Could an 1ntelllgent Chinese discover
as much in our most celebrated pleces ; 1n our Hainlets, our Othellos, -
and.- our Richards? - I'am afraid -he would be tempted to call them,’

~as’we -did -the sing-sang; - a txresome bore!” - Musie,” however, ‘

being ‘the * universal language of . Nature, is as’ unlversallyxunder-

" stood.: But if:the sounds we heard were delwhtfu.l ‘or: even ‘tolera~ -

‘ble, to the Chineése, their audltory nerves ‘must have been, very differ- -

: ently constructed from those \Vhlch compose the: European organs of '

: hearmg ; for nothlng i could-be more:harsh and dlscordant than the

- noise proceeding: from: Mauk-qua’s orchestra
The fable of: the piece represented as I understood 1t from the ac-

‘tion,:and ‘the iniférmation- "of: those’ sxttmg near -to me, ‘as follows :

A governor of a province. at a great, distance from the’ capltal havmg :
a beautlful daughter, bestowed her’ upon thie son. of a Mandarln in his.

- province," who. was the. next-in authorlty to: -the governor, -and who,

under professmns of the utmost devotion and friendship to his superior,

concealed a hert’ full of- baseness, envy, and’.avarice. : Hechad'no ™

sooner. obtained the daughter of . the- governor for his son; ‘than’. he _,

began to employ all-his. art and ‘finesse to .destroy the credlt of hlS
friend at court, -and to render his authorrty contemptlble in the coun-

try Torged complamts were'. contmually sent to "the Emperors

~upon. his own" mnocence, for his defence.

| Wlsh _was. obtalned for his whole alm w
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mrmsters of .the. mal- admlmstratron of the governor, and the- oppres-

.slon he exermsed towards those over whom he preSIded The son
s

.whose disposition. was\the reverse of his’ father’ s, with".the utmost

| humlllty, endeavoured to check hlS schemes with intreaties, and éven

. gentle remonstrances, sometxmes hmtmg at the fatal consequences to

“his father and hlmsclf in case of. a dlscovery ; but. without  the least

_effect. At length the, repeated complaints which the .treacheros

Mandarin_continued: to .send, to “court reached the Emperorsears
3

wil
o0.1n consequence ordered:the governor to come to Pekin to answer

for his conduct.. .. His false friend now threw. off.the mask, and boldly

stood forth as. his _accuser,_ accompanled by others. whom he had sub-
_orned, whose evidence bore down ‘th¢ assertions ef |

the. governor, who
had rehed upon the zeal and: mte«rrlty of the. Mandann but. chreﬂy

lose.. lus head and the ‘treacherous ‘Mandarin ‘was, rewarded with
hlS oﬂlce Hltherto hls schemes had succeeded and his: utmost
as- to succeed to the govem-

ment hy the destructlon of hls frlend HIS virtuous son was how
s .

ot
extmgulsh hls emotlons '_l here was ‘one 1nd1v1dual a. Mandarm

also of some. consequence in the province, who had silently observed

| the conduct of the false frrend towards the governor but not with

vmdlﬂ"erence - When this person was_ told. what had happened at Pe-

kin,. and ‘that the traitor. had been;appointed: governor, he immedi-

\ately collected a certain number of the most considerable men in- the

Aprovmce, and repalred to court. W1th a petition in favour. of -the: con-

\demned chief. They arnved Jjust in time; for the preparations for his
y 2=

He was condemned. to

e
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executron were ﬁmshed and he: ‘on “the pomt of bemg Ted to the.

'

it \enforces is- popular among the Chlnese ' The' passion of love:i 1s_

fatal spot where it: was to‘take place "The good Mandann thréw -

himself at: ‘the Emperor s feet, loudly assertmg the innocénce of the

victim 3 -he produced his respectable \Vltnesses, ‘many of ‘thienti knowi
to the ministers for men of ‘Lonour‘and. problty Thé execution’was
stayed ; the PI’ISOI]CI‘ pardoned and reinstated in his: government, ‘and
his vile accuser, who had remained at Pekin to enjoy the destructwn

of hls fnend ‘was selzed tued and condemned to suffer death: -

- It was now ‘that the son dlsplayed his filial plety .and‘heroic:vir= |
tue; he. found :means” to - visit -his father in his’ dungeon, changed

cloaths with him;-and remained in his ‘place, while the: basest’ of cri-
minals:left *him to his: fate, and fled to ‘the ‘Wilds of Tartary The
déception was not dlscovered by the: officers of - Justice; who led the

son’ to- the‘place of execution; shere thefinisher of ‘the law took off

his - head with: one: dextrous stroke’ of:his scymltar The head actu-

‘ally. fell .on the: stage; the body staggered a few’ steps, ‘and fell also,
covering the floor with blood, © How this was:done; - I'was not in-
formed but:I was :assured-that’ ‘the performer recelved no damage
Thus ended the Chmese Tlacredy, the pious fraud havmg been discox
vered: when it:was too late. ‘A kind of epllogue ‘was' recited in
pralse of : ﬁhal -duty,” and 1nculcat1ng obedxence to parents even
toideath. ' e o . ' b o 2

Although poetlcal justice is not observed in this drama, the’ moral

seldom the subject’of  their. dramatic pieces; but’ conJutral mﬁdehty is

often . brought - on the” stage, and e*remplary pumshment 1s- 1nﬂlcted

on the. gullty palty B T L B L
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.. When the.play at:the hong-rerchant’s was concluded, I ohserved

~that two of  his. D{IandarlngfgueSts' swere’ fast;,asleep_; "and .a; young

Englishman had, by ‘taking < potations pottle deep,’ & brought ‘his

| spirits . into ‘such; a; pltch of. rlotous elevatlon, that. he; made .more

noise than the sing-sang, and was. much more troublesome. ©, 7 ..
" The 23d,. 24th, and- 25th of February. were; employed in, taking
' leave of my friends at the Factory,. and of the Mandarin Con-se-qua, .

, and thei mgemous artist Tan- -qua;’ of whom I purchased several curious

drawings ;. and as, I was preparmg to cross the river.,to bid adieu to

the kind and generous "squire Pon- -qua-qua, .a. fire. broke out at his .

, house, which threatened the worst consequences. So hlghly esteemed :

is Pon-qua-qua,. that:not, only the Chinese of . all descriptions ran to

N his assistance, but the gentlemen at the Factory, without a moment’s .

 loss of time, -sent over four of -the Company’s engines, and’ a.great

number: of labourers, who soon got the fire-under, but not before it
had destroyed the private Josse chapel, Where it had commenced
with its ornaments and the rooms over it. e

‘When the fire was completely extmgurshed and order and qulet ;

restored, I visited Pon qua-qua, as well to condole with him for the

-accident, as to take my leave of him. He did not seem in the least

) aﬁ'ectedwithhis loss;— spoke very lightly of it; and assured ‘me that

three or- four thousand dollars would replace all.that was destroyed.
The ﬁre ‘was occasioned by his mother’s performing, rather too care-
lessly, some of the rxtes of their rellglon in his private temple The

women’s apartment was at one time in danger of the flames; but the

" ladies were carefully conveyed toa place of safety, 1n another part

~ of the building. L
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- On parting “with my Chinese friend, he made ‘me several curi-

ous and valuable presents - but, aboveall the rest, one which I shall
ever’ most highly -value, and’ preserve with' the' greatest care — his’

‘portrait—an excellent likeness, by Tan-qua, in the dress he wore

on hlS visit-to the Factory at ‘the feast of .the new-year

On the 26th’I had the honour of breakfastmg with Mr. Elphm-

stone, the Chief of the Establxshment at Canton, Mr. Parry, ‘who

has sincé; to my sincere regret, paxd the ‘debt of nature in England
;Messrs Bosanquet Toane, Dr lemgston, and others. - To all
‘those 'gentlemen I am - under’ the greatest obllgatlons, as | well for
.thelr kindness and frienidship dunng my contlnuance at the Factor y,

‘as for the valuable remembrances they honoured me iith at partmg

My thanks are also due to-the’ Rev. Mr; Mmrlson, and Mr: Ball for ,

the attentlons and 1nformatlon I received from them. -

My ‘triinks and packmg—cases were already cleared at the Custom-
-house, and ‘put on-board the chop-bmts, to be conveyed to the Hope
" at Wampoa, and on the 27th I left Canton :
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'CHAP: XIIL-~

e ———
Do

1T will not be expected that a resrdence in the suburbs of Canton for
only two months would enable’a tr'weller of mtelllgence and ablhtles '

much supenor to mme to’ descrlbe, even in a general manner, ‘the -

‘ customs and usages of the most populous natlon in‘the world or to

gwe any thmg llke a correct 1dea of its rellglon and polity. How- ~

ever, as there seems ‘to’ be such gross absurdlty in so’ much of what

s called the worshlp of Josse in his temples, as we were permltted

to W1tness, it is necessary “to give a short abstract of what thie: best
authors have been able to discover of the rellgron of tl’lls immense
Emplre, in order to rescue the intelligent Chmese from the 1mput’1-
tlons they mcur {from strangers in the practlce of it. - The’ prevallmg
rellglon is ‘that of Fo, or Foé, Hei is said to have been the son of a
prince. of Indla, that he was born there 1200 years before the ‘
Christian ‘zra; and that he was called Xaca, to the age of thlrty,.v
wheu he assumed the name of Foe ‘Father Du Halde says, that the
varlety of idols, or Josses, to be seen in his temples, are only the
representatlon of Foe, in his many mcarnatlons and transmlgra«‘

tlons — So that the adorations pald to Josse are meant for Foé

and through him to the SupremeBemg

- The' religion of Foé is d1v1ded both in Chma an(l Japan, into
what is called the exterior and the interior. By the former the
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.",_‘people are taught the lmmortahty of the soul, ‘in places of future
rewards and pumshments, and to consider Foé as a dwxmty de-
scended- upon the earth for' the happinéss of mankind. - The departed
spirits are detained for a certain - time after the judge of the infernal
regions has pronounced’ sentence upon them, and treated accordmg to
their actlons, and then -sent back lnto the world to ammate other
bodles of men or beasts The mterzm rellglon, it is: sald ~was long
lcautlously concealed from the vulgar, and only commumcated in
proportion as students made progress in learmng, and gave proofs
of their prudence and wisdom. - The followers of its doctrlne pretend

that, when Foé was about to qult thls world he conﬁded to. some: ‘of

his favourite disciples, that hitherto he had taught a rehglon ens:
veloped in metaphors and symbols adapted to the understandings of
the multitude, but .that the sum of all. knowledge was- ultimately -

comprlzed n thrs « That every thmg came out of space;’. into

= whxch every thlng wnll be agam dlssolved That thmgs only

.“ dlﬁ'er from each other in thelr shapes, and not in the, partrcles o
¢ of matte1 whlch compose them That from the general mass.

SRS T formed a man, a 110]’1, or. any other ammal and that when'

“« they are dlssolved and lose thelr ﬁO'ure, they are confounded
¢ and mixed together T hat therefore all. things whlch we_call

C e ammate and mammate, come from the same source, whlch s

¢ not subJect to change

Those who profess the znterzm doctrme do not prostrate them- ‘

‘ selves before idols, - nor, belleve in the metempsychosrs, and’ they '

~ compare thelr rellgron to an arch when completed and when the

-
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supporters that ‘were necessary to.its. constructlon, bemg no longer

‘wanted, : are taken away ¥, - .

Lo The,celebratedConfucms is said to have been born of anillus-
trio'us “family’ ~ineth’e¥province' fof.-,Xantung, about five vhun’dred 'and;
fifty years before the.Chiristian.@ra, and many ages after hrs countr);-

~men: had’ become a. civilized and polished. people. . Although the

maxims of this great philosopher are entirely opposite to the exterionr

'rehgron of :Foe;; ;and -are. adopted by immense numbers of persons
>

yet-they. were:not suﬂ‘lcxently powerful to supersede the:ancient falth

Hrs doctrines consist. chleﬂy in: aphorisms. of morality::no reward i 1S

~ offered for, the. observance ‘of :them, but such as arises- from the p pracs-

ticé of .virtue ; ‘nor any: pumshment but what. naturally results from

vice.  His followers nerther ‘believe 1 m the metempsychosxs nor in

the 1mmortahty of -the.. souls of*. manklnd 1nd1v1dually : - but they

. seem; - -like. the followers of:- the #nterior doctrines of ‘Foe, and con-

formable to the oplnrons of - “many - -of - the- Hlndoo ‘and Greek phi-
losophers, to acknowledge ‘an’ universal spirit which: animates all
nature, and 7ecewes -back zts emanatzons as t]ze sea 7ecewes zts

waters

+‘The idol Foe, under the name of Josse, is to be found in " dif-

Aferent shapes in all the Chinese temples, ‘which "are ‘very 3 numerous
>

and many of them very rich and magnificent. ~ Some are situated on

_ ‘mountams, m order, as it is sa1d that’ they may be out of the way
_ of all but such as.come from devotlon to visit them : and some are

.held in so great veneratxon, that pllgnms resort to them ﬁom the

* See Mr Crauf'urd Sketch the lBtb
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‘remotest parts ‘of the empire; :viot only in ekplatlon of their: own

transgressrons, but, like the Hmdoos, to expiate those..of . then: de-

.ceased parents. : - - 10 I P 1 PN

. The Chinese bury their dead and it is an’ obJect exther of plety: |
. or..precaution -to _prepare their. - coffins- when in: perfect health :f
) Many a one is in possessron .of this last receptacle for years before .
his death, ‘which’ he - occasionally. alters, or. ornaments accordmg to-
his fancy. or means. Their graves are formed, as I have before’
obser\ied, - circularly, : into-small tumuli.. The great number. of

- extensive burying grounds in the. neighbourhood' of Canton. denote- .
- the immense populatlon of that’ city, and - prove .also that- but. few, ’
-af - any,. mterments are suffered to" take place w1th1n it fa policy. -
- woithy of ;mltetron in all cities and large towns in the- world, .l

o One of: the most’singulur.»feutures :rwhich'.distinguishele;inton' )

- from our European cities, is its streets of inhabited. boats:upon:the
tiver Tigris, or Zaa,. as it is called. by the Chinese. :.Some of these

aquatic dwellings are inhabited. by. two or three families, -each pos=

- sessing a cock and a hen, and a dog and a cat. - Tt has’ been: stated
that the number of persons living afloat at Canton 1s not less: thdn: :

- fifty thousand. Besides those strects of boats, :there are.ltmerant'

habitations, which are. rowed _up and. ‘down 'the river, “where..the

business or convenience of the owner. requires. . I.have often, . early
_in the morning, seen one of these moored 'at the*beach of. the Fac-

tory, with- a . plink reachlng from ‘it to. the- shore.” .My cunosu:y.‘

induced: me to examine one of : .them —1 found that it, was a’ shop,

" where a vast number of the common necessarles of hfe were dis-
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played for:snle;' and-a man \w'vas standing behind his counter, as-~

' siduously serving his.customers, and recommending his goods. ." *’

"In walking along the streets, .one is surprized at the frequent_ "

intérruptions one‘meets with from a sudden elevation running across’

the- s'treet, - which ' you- are ,. oblfged to ascend by ten or twelve steps ;.

‘on‘the top is a flat surface of 'several feet wide, -and.you then'de-

‘.si:e'nd'b.y' an’ ’equel‘number\ of 'ste‘ps;‘o'n' the other .side. “We were

mformed that these elevatlons were the arches .of bndges bullt over.

' the fumerous canals whlch intersect the’ city, as well as the country,

for the easy conveyance\ of" merchandxzes

At -sunset every evenmg a: smgular ceremony is performed m\

. every one of the boat-houses and boats upon the rlver, “of every dei
. scnptlon, »at the same  instant. . The ‘gongs are sounded, and a

. '\person is-observed at the-head of every boat with'a hghted paper 4

match In his hand, Whlch he waves three times, and then retlres R

While, at. the door of every house in the suburbs of Canton, a

- -lamp, placed in a small recess even with the floor, on the left hand’

srde of the door; is lighted ‘and left’ burnlng 1 could get no in-’

formation of the meaning or purport of this ceremony, but it was

: \supposed to be a rehglous rite.

- As soon as night comes on, all the boats and vessels are illu-
mlnated with globu]ar paper lanterns; and fireworks of the most
curious kmd are seen on every 51de thousands of rockets are thfown
up. The Chinese certalnly excel all other nations in the construc-

tion of fireworks, not even excepting the Hindoos. In Mr. Bar-

row’ s account of Lord Macartney s Embassy to China, his Lord-

A2rn
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slnp, giving an’account of -an exh1b1t1on of fireworks; says, . One

T plece of: machmery I greatly admlred a’green chest of - ﬁve feet
¢¢:square-was ‘hoisted up by a pulley to the helght of ﬁfty or: smty

] feet from the ground - the bottom was so constructed as then :

‘. . suddenly to- fall out,’ and: make way: for twenty or thlrt strmgs of
Y: Yy Y

& lanterns inclosed : in the box to descend from it, unfolding them-

€« selves from ' one another by degrees, so ‘as at last:to:form a: col-

¢ Jection of at least five hundred, each havmg a light of beautifully-- -
¢ coloured ﬂame burning within it. The devolution :and develope- s
¢¢ ment of lanterns (which appeared to me to be composed of .gauze e
¢ and paper) were several - times' repeated and every time  exhi- -

£ blted a difference of colour and ﬁgure On each: sule was a cor=

¢ respondence of similar boxes, which opened in like manner as the

« others, and let 'down an immense net-work of fire; -with d1v1smns

“« 'md compartments of various. forms ‘and: dlmensrons, round and

¢¢ square;. hexagons,’" octagons, and: lozenges, which shone: like the

¢ brightest- burnished' copper, and flashed - like prrsmatlc hghtnmg

“ with every 1mpulse of the _wmd. ‘The diversity of colours; indeed,
« with which the Chinese have the secret of clothing fire; seems one - ‘

¢ of the chlef merits of their pyrotechny .The: whole 'concluded_

« yitha volcano, or general explosron and discharge of suns, stars,

6 squlbs, bouncers, ‘crackers, rockets, and grenadoes, whrch in-

6 volved the gardens for.. above an. hour n a ‘cloud of 1ntolerable ;

¢ smoke.” P, atede, TSRO
 The gentlemen at the- Factory had some ﬁreworks exhlbrted W hen
the Mandarins dined with ‘them, at thefestwa_l of -the ;_new _year;
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‘ ,Whlch ‘though ot so splendrd as those Liord Macartney describes; .

were yet grand and i 1mpos1ng, many of the crackers producmg a thou-i

sand explosrons each. - SR N S S

The Chinese are passronately devoted to- theatrical representa-

' tlons,' whether. exhlbrted in-the form' of tragedy -or comedy, or in:

¢ dumb shew or pantomlme "We frequently saw them perform

. ona temporary stage erected in the front of a -house .in the streets-.

at Canton, where they continue the whole day to dehght the’ gapmg \
spectators T R A I e RTINS

- The plot of i one of the stock p1eces of ‘the Pekm players 15 thus T
descnbed ‘by:Mr. Barrow SN o

1¢¢ A vwoman; being’ tempted to” murder her ‘husband, performs’
“. the act while: he is - asleep, by strlkmg a small hatchet into. hlS‘ |
« forehead.  He appears on the stage w1th a large gash just above -

¢ his: eyes, out of whrch issues a profuswn of blood reels about for

’some - time, bemoamnw his lamentable fate in a song, t111 ex-

¢ hausted by loss:of ° blOOd he falls, and dies. *The woman’ is
. ‘séized,’ brought before a maglstrate, and’ condemned ‘to be ﬂayed
¢ alive.-- The sentence is put in evecutlon ;' "and in the fo]lowmg act
¢ she appears upon the stage, not only naked but completely exco-
¢ fated. - L I R T R
o The thin wrapper with whlch the creature (an eunuch) is
“« covered ‘who - sustains the part is stretched s0 tlght about the
<« body, and sot well’ pamted as to 1epresent the dlsgustmg obJect
“of a haman being deprrved of its skin; and in this condltron the

« character sings, or, more properly speakmg, whmes, nearly half |
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¢¢ an hour on the stage, to excite the compassion of three infernal .
"¢ or 'maliwnarit spirits, who, like fEa'cus,“Minos,' and Rhadaman--

s thus, sit in judgment on her future destmy

The knavery ‘of- the Chinese 1s a favourite toplc in the books of

all the travellers: ‘who- have- v1srted their country, especlally the.
Enghsh from the - time of Lord Anson to the’ Embassy of Lord

Macartney Mr. Barrow says, that it would be ‘needless to mul-.

« tiply instances to those-already on record, of the refined knavery

&L dlsplayed by the Chinese in their dealmgs w1th Europeans, or the

¢ tiicks that they’ play off i in thelr ‘transactions with one another

¢« They are known to most nations, and proverb1a1 in theu own:,

« A merchant w1th them is considered the lowest character in the ~

« country, as a man that will cheat if he can, and whose trade it

c 1s to create, and then supply artrﬁcral wants ; he therefore cheats '

€ because he 1s thought 1ncapable of actlng honestly. - The peasant

€« wﬂl steal whenever he can do 1t w1thout danger of being detected,

<« because the pumshment is only the bamboo, to Wthll he'is dally

¢ liable. = A Chinese Prince or Prime. Mlmster Wlll. extort the- pro-'
s« perty of .the subject, and apply it to l’llS own pr1vate use,, when- :

“ ever- he -thinks he can' do it with 1mpun1ty The only check is
6 fem 3 the love of honour, the dread of shame, and the sense of

o« _]ustlce, bemg equally unfelt by the maJorlty of men in office.”

-« The general .character. of this natron, . says Mr. Barrow, in ano-

ther part’, of his book, s a strange compound of pnde and mean-
“ ness, -of . aﬂ'ected grav1ty and real frlvolousness, of reﬁned cwxhty

« and gross lndehcacy

- 91

‘This traveller, with a stroké’ of the pen, boldly. consrgns to in-.

. famy and contempt a natmn ‘whose population is sa1d to be more

than_three ‘hundred IIlllllOIlS, or nearly one third. qf the whole ex-
zstzntr /zuman species! . a nation, who had arrived at great perfec-

tion in sciences and hterature, who had dxscovered and practlsed the

_ dlvme art of prlntmg, at a time when Europe was wrapped up. in the

. thick cloud of 1 1gnorance and barbansm, and had not even learnt

that such a.nation had’ ex15tence‘ For my- part, I have no com-
plalnts to make agalnst the Chlnese ‘The merchants of Canton are
spolcen of as honourable ‘men, by those who have dealt ‘with them
upon - the largest . scale for many ‘years. The gentlemen of the

,Company s Factory are in habits of frlendshlp and . conﬁdence wrth\

“them, and' they appeared to e .to deserve that friendship and that .
' conﬁdence. - ‘

- The plckpockets of Canton ate sa1d to be very dextrous,ﬂ nume-

rous, and lmpudent I believe the same fraternity are as dextrous.

in London, perhaps as numerous, but certainly in-impudence they

vexcel even the Ladrones , What principle in our nature makes. us.

seize so eagerly upon every circumstance that is degradmg to others.?
X Isit to exalt ourselves at their expence, or is it to bnng them down
~to alevel withus? Is Rochefou(.ault nght then, when he stamps
' a5 a maxim, ° that there i is somethmg in'the distresses and mlsfor-

% tunes of our dearest friends, that is not altogether unpleasmg

1
« to us P » .

Gamlng also 1s a vice Wlth wh1ch the Chlnese are charged they
are seen playmg at cards, and throwmg the dlce, even in the corners

of the streets. They are fond of cock ﬁghtmg too ; and train qualls,



" and other birds for- the same" barbarous diversion.: i O wretched

Chinese! ‘do- you' ever ‘find" any- gamlng at cock-fighting;.or bull: |

baltlng, or any: such w1cked and. savage amtsements practlsed by ithe

"vn'tuous EngllshP R I I ".";sc;: e
- What follows respectmg the manners and: castoms of . this singu-
ar People, is-extracted from:' the works:of someof. thie most:-intelli-
'geht"&uthafs and. travellers who have written upon the subject., - ¢

The construction’ of ‘their’ language™ is* -different ifrom - all ; others,

They have no: a]phabet‘ but use arbltrary and- compound characters, .

which serve to'¢ express not only words, but séntences.:; Through the
,lahours of Hager, Montuccz, and Morrzson, ‘the Chinese: language

will, in the course of tlme, become better understood n Europe than
dtis at’ present "Their méthod of wntmg is‘as singular a5, ,tlle\con,_',
struction of their Janguage. ¢ The penc’ils‘ they use instead of pens
¢ are made of rabbits’ hair. - “When they write, they-have upon thelr |

e table a small prece ‘of pollshed marble, \uth a. hollow at one;end to

¢ it upon the smooth part leanlng more or. less hea\nly to proportlon
-« the ‘blackness. ’They .call: the: paper, “inky pencrl, ;. and marble,

¢ Cpau-tsee,’ or ¢ the’ ‘four precious-things.” When they;wnte, they. - |
“« hold the pencil perpendrcularly, and write in columns. from the, top-
« of the paper to the bottom, - commencmg on the right hand side of -
“““the margm, and “end ‘thieir''books where ‘the Europeans begrn"

¢ theirs *.” - - P

o L 1s sard to be an estabhshed rale! i the ;polity. of China;that

every person shall pracuse some trade or professron, or be'in the: ser- -

: Cn e aTrrgrta aveis b
* Mason s Costumes of Chma L R E RN S

. a

vice of Government.: - To this rule there is but one exception at. Can-

ton'; “and. that is in the person’ of - the liberal Pon-qua-qua ; .who,as

I was informed,’ had -purchased this e‘{emption : fromhusin’ess of:'the

.Emperor for alarge sum of money." It is on account of this exemp-

tion,-he is denominated the:.”Squire” by the. gentlemen of the Fac-
tory, because by it he approaches :.the. character. of. an mdependent

—,’, i3

Enghsh country gentleman .o l s
- The hong-merchants are thus: described by Mr Barrow, notw1th-

o standrng the severe sentence he has passed -upon the Chinese in:gene-

B ral, -and. upon the merchants in partrcular, ‘as before related : ¢ The

¢ hong-merchants are those who act under the: 1mmed1ate sanction of
‘. government and have always been'remarked for their. liberality and
« accuracy in" thelr dealmgs ‘with Europeans trading: to. Canton:

< These men ‘are’ styled the. hong-merchants (m drstmctlon to a

e« conmon merchant Whom they call:: ‘mai-mai-gin, -a- buying -and

“« sellmg man) and may Justly be compared with the most emment

« of the mercantile class in England S
Tt has been: ‘mentioned that no. carrlage of any descrlptlon is:ever

"to be seen in the streets of the suburbs of Canton, nor are.there any
- beasts of burden- used’ for the conveyance of- goods from .one p]ace to

'another ~The, umversal method for the carrlage of bales, and-pack-

ges of all sizes, is by means of bamboos . “when the' package is.

large, a bamboo is made fast to it,” ‘when' other long preces of ‘ham-.

boo are made to pass under this agam ‘in various directions ;-and

: when a suﬁicrent purchase 1s’ obtamed the porters shoulder. the ‘ends

of the- bamboos, and march" off wrth their- burden- with surpnzmrr

expedition, crying out at every step, «La! La 1” or clear the way.

P
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Every thing is carried by individuals,' by atta_(Zhing their bundles_to'.

the extremities of bamboos; dividing the load into ‘two p'irts, one of

Whlch is fastened to each end and is carried with great ease. ™
Among the natural productions of China, partlcularly in the

Provmce in : which Canton is situated, the bamboo clalms, next to

the necessaries’ of life, the pre-eminence,— ¢ The various uses to

¢ which that elegant specles of reed 1s apphed would require a. vo-

“lume to’enumerate. . Their chairs, their tables, their skreens,

¢ their bedsteads; ‘and beddlng, and. many other household move-

“ ables, are entlrely constructed of this hollow reed, and some of .

s them in a manner suﬂicxently ingenious and beautiful. -

¢ Jt is used, on board - ships for poles, for sails, for cables, for

. -rigging, and for caulklng ‘In husbandry, for carts; for wheel- -

¢ barrows, . for. wheels to raise water, for fences, for sackmg to. hold

z grain, and a variety of other utensils. The young shoots fumlsh

 an article of food and the wxcks of thelr candles are made of 1ts =

« fibres. . T
¢ Tt serves to embelhsh the garden of the prmce, and to cover
“ the cottage of the peasant Tt is the instrument in the ‘_hand of
« power, that keeps the whole Emplre in awe. In short there are
. “ < few uses to Whlcl) a Chmese cannot apply the bamboo, elther en-

€ tire, or split into’thin laths, or further divided into- ﬁbres, to be

¢ twisted into cordage, or macerated mto a pulp, to be- manufactured -

“mtopaper*” ST T e

Mr. J ohnson descrlbes the ceremony. of tang a solemn oath by .

a Chlnese in. the followmg words : : ¢ Captam M- havmgocca-

* Parrow.

- #¢:sion’ to place great confidence in thie -master of a-Chinese vessel;

“and doubting.lest he might betray it, .the. man felt himself consi- .
€ derably hurt ;-and-said, that.he would give. hxm a convincing-proof |
#¢ that hé was - to be trusted He 1mmed1ately procured-a cock, and,
s fallmg down on both knees, wrung off his head ; then,’holdlng up -
¢¢ his hands ‘toiards heaven, he made use of these words : ©If Iact
« otheérivise than as I have sa1d “do. thou, 0 tzen’ [heaven,] deal

% w1th me as I have dealt w1th this cock .77 -

 The Chmese of all ranks prefel their sam 500 to- the Emopean

and African wines.: Thrs spirit is sa1d to be very hurtful to the -

health ‘and-is, descnbed in a O'eneral order 1nserted in the pubhc
order-book of ‘such of the ng s SlllPS as visit Chma, ‘as “a pmson
“ to the human frame ¢ ”yet the’ people ‘of -the Hope drank freely of

: 1t but I never heard of any other consequence than mtomcatlon .

'resultmg from it. It is distilled from rice, which - Mr Barrow says '

is kept i in hot water ‘6l the gralns are’ swollen ; 1t is then mixed up

‘w1th water in whlch has been ‘dissolved- a preparatxon called Pe—lca,

con51st1n0‘ of rice- ﬂour, llquorlce-root anmseed and, garhck “This

,not only hastens fermentatlon, but 1s supposed to glve 1t a pecuhar

'ﬂavour '

) Some travellers have dlscovered a great sumlanty in the physxcal ‘
characters of the Chmese to the Hottentots. - They agree, - “say they,

“in the form of thelr persons, m the remarkable smallness of the _]omts

and the e*:tremltles, their manner- of speaklng and voxces, theu‘

. temper, thelr colour, and features,* and’ partlcularly that smgular

* Onental Voyager
‘2¢
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\shaped eye, rounded n the corner next the _nose, hke the end of an

elhpsm, are mearly alike. They also agree in the broad root of the

mnose; in. the great dlstance between the eyes, and. i in the obhque
position of these organs, which, instead of bemg horlzontal as ln‘ ‘
* European As_ub.]ec_ts,v are depressed tow_ards ‘the 'nose, Their hair,
these erters 'acknowledg'e, s diﬂ'erent from that of the. Hottentots, :
which'is harsh coarse, and ery 5 but 1 n the Chmese it 1s long, soft, -

'andblack R _

Chma 1s 1nhab1ted by two dltfex ent races of men ; the aborlgrnal o

Chmese, and ‘the Tartars The, former are taller, and of a: more"

slender and dehcate form than the latter, who are, in general short,

thlck and robust “but both have the same kind, of elllptlcal eyes
~ the same hlgh cheek-bones and pomted chins, whlch give to the head T
: the shape of an 1nverted cone.. The natural colour of both .seems

“fo. be that tint between a falr and a dark complex10n whlch the French -
dlstmgulsh by the word brun, or_brunette ; -and the. shades of thls :

_complexxon, in the Southern parts of the- Emplre, are, deeper or
llghter, accordmg as, they have been more or less exposed to the

climate. But as this immense country . stretches Northward nearly

o 60° of North latltude there is no doubt but that the natives -
in the Northern pmvmces are as falr as they are found in the same.

< degrees of. latltude in Europe. - Some of the travellers whom I have 4

quoted confess that they have seen women in Chlna, though very
few, that mxght pass for beautles even in. Europe S _

. The men at: Canton, when well dressed, wear a velvet cap on‘
then‘ heads 5 and if they are Mandarms the rank is dlstmgulshed by

¢+
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‘ alal tre bead of crystal or prec10us stone, coloured or pellucxd accord- .
mg to the raik or office of the wearer, fixed on the - top of the. ccap;

a short Jacket of black, blue, or brown srlk buttoned close’ round.

the neck, ‘and folded across the’ breast the sleeves -remarkably wide;.

a gullted pettlcoat and black sattin boots, compleat thelr dress:

From the, crown of the head descends a lock of hair plalted which,,
with the assistance of rrbbon, reaches down, to- their heels. I ob-.

served that little boys running about the “streets, and even mfants

'carrxed on. therr mother s backs, have all of them thls lock dependmg

A from' their heads, “which i in such young- subJects has a very ‘singular,
~and grotesque appearance " Our sailors call thls the Mahometan

~ lock, and say that it 1s’ placed on ‘the head to -enable them to
‘ lay hol(l of the Lhmese lubbers, for the ‘purpose of. drubbmg them.

But some of the ofﬁcers of the Hope calledqt the Josse lock, .and

o told me that a Chmese would. sooner yxeld hlS life than part. with. this '

favourite ornament. The other part of the head as well as the
beard, is'shaved. - , |
The women; plart thelr jet blacl\ tresses into a l\not on thc crown

of the head, where it is gxacefully secured by two sxlver bodkins

| placedacross "The hair is also generally ornamented wrth flowers,

which are tastefully dlsposed
‘ They paint their faces and necks with whlte, and blacken the

eyebrowc' ‘On the centre of the lower llPS, and on the pomt of the

" chin, is painted a round spot of the size of the smallest wafers, of the

deepcst vermllhon colour.’ Thelr dress consxsts of a blue cotton frock

like that of the men, reachmg to the mlddle of the thlgh, and mth

!
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~ some to. the knee;.a-pair of wide trowsers, either _red,'» green, -or-
r. yelloiv, 'ex'tending»a little below the’ calf of the'.le‘g,; ’\'vhere rthey- are.

close drawn, ‘in order the better to display the ankle and foot.’ rHe‘re,_
Nature is ‘entirely defrauded of -her fair nroportions ; and the legand

foot of the Chinese beauty has to an European a disgusting-appear-
ance . The- foot ‘has been cramped in its growth, ‘to ‘the. ]ength of
, about five inches, - Whlch necessamly enlarges the ankle in‘the same
. proportion. - The tmy shoe is made very fine with gold or'silver lace
and fringe; and. the ‘ankle bandaged round with fillets of dlﬂ'erent‘
colours, “with frlnges and tassels ~such a leg and foot: is' considered

: by the Chmese_as very "beautiful. * The constant’ pam it ‘miist oc-

casion female lnfants to have - the toes~compressed under the soles

of their- feet, and retained in that position until they a{ctually-' grow |
lnto, and become part of’ them, and to have the heel forced forward =

until no appearance of it rémains,- _can only be lmamned by those who

have not suffered it. - The orlgln of thls barbarous custom is not_

known by the Chinese themselves 5 but no doubt it 1s derlved from

the same wretched pohcy ‘which has estabhshed the more horrid

- custom of w1dows burnmg themselves w1th thexr dead husbands

‘ 1n Indla

A Stlll. greater restramt 1s 1mposed on the Chlnese women of

rank. Not satlsﬁed with deprlvmg them of the natural use of thelr" ’
llmbs, their severe masters have made it a crlme for such women to

e seen abroad ; when, therefore, they have occasion to visit a friend .

or relatlon, they must be conveyed in a close sedan chalr 3 to walk,

- would be mtolerably vulgar
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- Thewives and daughters of the lower classes are, hovvever, exempt
- from the ‘misery of cramped feet and close” confinement ;: but they are
. condemned to work, without much remission; for their husbands, 1n
~ the house, on the water, and in the fields. ‘ '
"As.women of -condition are not: permltted to.sit at table, ‘or.even -
i the same room with their’ husbands, they beguile the héavy hours
~ of seclusion with the tobacco-plpe Every female; from, the age’ ‘of

i eight or nine years, wears a small silken purse, to hold tobacco and

- aplpe'

A father, while llvmg, has unhmlted authorlty over his son.
The daughters are invariably sold. ‘The br1degroom makes his
bargam w1th the parents (the lady never being consulted on these

~occasmns), and on the day of marrlaO*e he for the first time sees his
--intended bride. If on openmg the door of her chalr, he does not
- like her, ‘he may send her back to her Parents but he. forfelts the

3 .purchase-money

‘It has been said that the horrid practlce of 1nfant1c1de 1s very _>

“common in Chlna, but no proof sufficiently authentic has been pro-

duced - Suicide is also said to be common, though at the same time

the Chinese are stlgmatlzed as the most timid and pusﬂlammous,

. creatures on earth

-

C Itis allowed however, and 1 can avouch 1t that the deportment N
of "this people is decent and their manners mild and engagmg, and
if facts, as far as I am acquamted with them, are a proof of sin-

cerity, they possess also that_most,valuable quality.
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I have glven some of the 0pmlons of theimostcelebrated voy-

agers respectmg the characte1 of the Chinese; and I have also added

my own.
in nooks and pomts of- theu vast country Let us have. the charlty

to allow them,
lities, as we presume to- arrogate to ourselves. -

But what dependance can . there be placed in opuuons.

drawn from partlal and cursory observatlon, of a people so AUmerous. -

in general as much credit for. v1rtue and good qua-r
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* CHAP. XIV.

.

IT was not until the morning of the 28th of February that I came

-on board the Hope, near the second bar. In my voyage down the
nver, T was des1red to take notice of an immense boat, or barge,

»whlch lay near the shore, to which a Platform of boards connected

it:  The d}eck. was divided into small inclosures by wicker-work, for’

the purpose of breeding ducks for the Canton market, as well as for

" the use of the shipping. - So well disciplined were these creatures
that every mormng they went on shore to pick up such aquatxc in-
sects and other food as the tide generally leaves behind, and, after
:sportmg on the water all day, they return to their lodgmg in the

barge about- sun-set, led by the old and experxenced ducks which -
are kept for that purpose. It was at the time- of their return that

. we passed- 'their--breeding -place. Their number ‘was astonishing; .

they certamly amounted to many thousands ; “and the order observed
in their march over the’ ‘platform was highly amusmg

On the boat. I sailed in from Canton reaching the shlppmg at

anchor oﬁ' Dane Island, I stopped to take leave of a gentleman* I
' _had had the- pleasure to meet at the Factory

* Captam Dabell whose good sense- zmd pleasant manners had rendered h1m :

‘generally known and respected by the gentlemen who meet at the Compau) s
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On the 29th I accompanied a party in the ship’s yawl to the

watermg place at the second bar. "What a contrast was the silence

of this sweet sequestered spot to the no1se, clamour, and bustle, of -

Canton! Here I seemed to find myself once more. A view from< '

this delightful retirement s annexed. While the boat’s crew took
“in the water, I ascended the’ ‘hill, and reached the Pagoda called
‘the Second Bar Pagoda. It is _externally a very beaut1fu1 building ;

.the. Juttmg cornice of every story being highly ornamented at the.
' angles. I mounted a ruinous staircase, and gamed the summit. . It".

commanded a most extensive prospect comprehendlng Canton and -

the river.to the sea, the. village. of :Wampoa; ' the shlppmg, and a

~.great extent of country, with its. 1ntersect1ng canals; - pagodas, pa-

laces, and plantatlons., I had only time to make a few hasty sketches

before I was summoned. to the boat. . T 3

'The shlp on the 1Ist of March passed the Bocca Tlgrls ;-and after.
‘the boats- of the four shlps sallmg in ‘company, -that is,.. the Hope, '
I‘aunton Castle, Walmer..Castle,’ -and -Amelia, - had returned from -
Macoa, - with -the. Companys treasure on - board, ; the. little. ﬂeet ‘

weighed anchor, and proceeded southward w1th a ﬁne breeze.

‘The crew of the Hope was’ remforced wrth some fresh Chmese

sallors at Canton, 1nstead of the Lascars, who were all left at Ma=

dras. - All the crew were gally dressed, havmg been new’ rlgged at

Canton, with silk jackets, straw hats, gaudy neckkerchiefs, “and

Factory. Captain Daneil was on board his s]oop,' and preparvihg”to'sail on an

adventure to South Amenca, w1th the good wishes and' regret of hlS numerous

-friends at Canton.
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other Chinése ornaments; and their minds bending - towards old

- England, all was' mirth and jollity on board. *On the 21st of

March we cleared the straits of Sunda, after very unsettled weather;
and many storms of thunder, lightning, and rain: In South lati-
tudes between. 9° and 12° many booby. birds were. taken by..the
sa1101s, which had settled on the shrouds: About the latitude of the

| Cape of Good Hope, we encountered some rough weather; with
~ much thunder, especially'on the 27th of April, and the following.

days; when -it blew a tremendous gale, which -exercised the skill -
and experience of our captain, his officers and crew. The gale con:
tinued till the 6th.of AMa'y, and much damage was sustained by the

: ShlP, and a leak s sprung.

- On the 29d of May our fleet cast anchor in the roads of St.

E Helena Here we found nine homeward- bound East India slnps

under convoy of HIS l\IaJesty s fngate the Phaeton, Captam Fleet-

Wood Pellew. . N
' This- sohtary, though beautiful spot lies in the great. South

Atlantic Ocean, in latitude about 15° South, and longltude about

. 5% West from Greenwich. Itis dlstant from the Afncan continent

about 1000 miles, .and from the South American, 1500. St. He-
lena. was discovered by the Port‘ulguese' in 1508, on the 21st of May, |
being the festival of St. Helen. The EﬁgliSh settled on it in 1660
in a few. years afterwards .it.was taken. by the Dutch; and in 1614

" it -was retaken by the Enghsh under Captam Munden ; and it has o

ever smce remalned in the possession of the East India Comp'my
Its length is o more than ten ‘miles, and its breadth at the widest
2 H '
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part about seven. The population is between four and five thousand

souls. It is 50 defended by nature -and art’ that it is deemed im-

pregnable o 4
This little island ‘has been so often and S0 well descrlbed that

nothing remains for me but to express my admiration of the sublime

and romantic scenery it contains, some part of which I have pre-

. 'sumed to present to the publick. It would requlre ‘a much more

able pen than mine to describe the gxgantlc rocks which’ presentl
’ themselves to the curious traveller in his ascent to the top of L'a:dder

Hill. Some of these rocks, of stupendous size, seem scarcely :

. _ attached to the hill, but appear almost in the act of tumblan' down

headlong on James Town_ seated in the valley bel_ow. The sterile.

and rocky ascent to the summit of High Knole, another lofty emi-
.mence, exhibit scenies such as Salvator Rosa would have chosen to

paint; while the delicious valleys of Sandy Bay contain the most

dellghtful sylvan retreats, the fabled haunts of fauns and satyrs, ,

nymphs and naiads, and the sequestexed bowers of pastoral i inno-
‘cence and love. ' ' '

Every person on board, whose connexions were in England,

‘was in eager expectation of ﬁnding letters fx"om tlieir friends waiting -

~ for them at St. Helena. It is impossible to describe the gratification

the perusal of letters from those w-e love and esteem affords the.

mind after an absence of eighteen months from one’s native country,

and still at the distance of many thOusand miles from it. 'Paclgets-

of newspapers were also received as most valuable presents I took

the first opportunity of gm_ng on ‘shore, and hastened to present a



letter of introduction to the Govemor of the »Islaﬁd (Governor Beat-
son), with which my kind friends at Canton had furnished me. I
found that gentleman .at.Plant'ation .House;‘ his country residence.
After the most pblite reception, the Governor sent an intelliger_lt
soldier to cohdu_ét_me to. the most remarkable places ih"‘che: Island.

. I visited in sucéession Ladder ‘Hill, High Knole, Diana’s Peak, |

\ - Lot and his daughters, Sandy Ridge and Bay, and was charmed at
§ the beauty and variety of the "views they presented. On the 24th -
, '§ "I breakfasted with the Governor by appointment, at Plantation
- \I ’Hduse; Several élegantly-dressed ladies, Captain Pellew, and the
3 /\: Govérnor’s Aid-de-caﬁxp, were of the company; the party was a
% \E most ag‘reeable ore, all of them conversant with the fine arts, upon
§ V\‘C which, and other interesting topics, the conversation was maintained
EE RN for nearly two hours; while my portfolio contributed something
3 \;Q\\ toward;sf their amusement. | | S |
SO ~ I continued my rambles, after taking my leave of the Governor,
j N\_:é until near five q’clock P. M. when I aﬁtended‘Capftain Pellew, m
a ‘\\* James Town, and accompanied him in the Phagton’s boat, on board.
R the frigate. ‘In our way we saw a melancholy and disgusting sight,
\ § a contention between two ravenous sharks for a dead body which
IO

¢

had floated from the town; it being calm, and the sca perfectly
clear, we could plainly see the horrid contest. "I had the honour of

dining with Captain Pellew, z;nd a large party ; and after a moderate

4
Lol e -

»

enjoymenf of the bottle, that gallont officer requested a lieutenant
to take me round his beautiful frigate of thirty-two guns, which

equally gratified and obliged me. The frigate’s boat conducted me
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afterwards on board the Hc)pe, at seven o’clock, the signal for sailing

ﬂying; and at eight the fleet, cons'istin‘g of thirteen sail, the Phaston

‘ takmg the lead ‘majestically moved under a ﬁne breeze from the
roads of. St Helena, steering homeward.’ Adreu‘ sweet lonely spot,
where Solltude had taken her abade . for. thousands of - years, until

restless man “at last accrdentally discovered her retreat “and" forced

‘her to seek repose. ln other regrons I

- 'This little Island was umnhablted at the tlme of its dlscovery 5.

the nearest land to it is the Isle of Ascensmn, at-the -distance of

_about 800 mlles North It is demonstratlve of the perfectlon to

which the wonderful art of navxgatlon 18 arrlved -that a smgle Shlp ’

shall unerrmgly sail to the port of so diminutive a spot srtuated mn .

the 'vast expanse of the wide ‘Atlantic! -

~There are some wild- goats on' the 1sland ;; some cattle and sheep ’

“are also bred there, but the pasturage is not sufficient to support

the. number necessary, for general consumptlon T_hesoldxers, ser-

van\ts,.;and labourérs, are therefore served with fresh meat only. four

times in the‘yeal ; ‘a few meals at each 'period If the ‘use of fresh

: prov151ons was unllmlted .the Island would not answer the purpose |

for which it is held by the’ company at a -great experice ;. “because it
-could not in that case; at.all times, furnish the company’s home-
~ ward-bound ships with the necessary refreshinents. The sea, how-

ever, supplies’ -the inhabitants with fish in abundance ; and the gar-

dens produce the finest vegetables, espec1ally cabbages’ and potatoes, )

- equal to ¢ 'my to be found in the English markets R

‘at the mast-head sung out land

- sy
. The-arrival of :the homeward-bound East Iridiamen spreads joy
and gladness over all the Island. L.Every body quits the country, and
repairs 'to .J ames Town; .balls, plays, and 'entertaillments,3 succeed

eachi other ;. and many a pretty Helenite, on these occasions, makes .

‘such” a: successful display of her charms, that she. is- removed by ‘

Hymen from the solitudes of St. Helena. for- ever.. The departure
of the flect. 1s, therefore, matter of -lameritation and mommng to
those left: ‘behind::: This. sensation in the breasts of: the unsitceessful ‘ |
candidates for the blessings of Hymen .gave:rise; probably,’ to:the
tollo’ri*irig anecdote: ‘<A ladyioneday, ’fin'ieonversati‘oni with -the

¢ Captain! of an Indiaman, ‘asked:if London was not very dull,

XL when the East India; fleet left England P

'The flest: contmued under easy sail, in perfect order, for several

days ‘On. the . 4th - of June His Majesty’s blrth-da) was observed -

‘with the ustal demonstrations . of loyalty and respect. ‘On the 7th,

some flying fish were ca'uo'ht: and on.the saime - dayi-a-strange sail

 was: chased, whlch proved to:be an Amerlcan bng from the’ Cape -

de Verd.Islands :On'- the 12th;’ Captain’ Pelléw - sent”an Engllsh.
newspaperito Captain Pendergrass, ‘giving an account of the murder
of  Mr. Perceval - by Bellmwham: ‘The paper:: was teceived from:an
Amerlcan shlp R LR IS S E ORIt ST P NPLEE PSS ='£i‘i; TS TEI TR
~ Our voyage was .extremely: pleasant the weather provmg fa-

vourable,‘ and 'a ‘steady breeze,: with.but: little interruption, conti-

~ nued to waft us towards the shores of Old England, the centre of
. ‘all' our hopes and wishes. At two P. M. the 20th July, ‘the man

1 Soon afterwards we hailed the
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' whlte chﬁ's of Alblon from the deck We made the leard m the |

course of- the evemng Yand- entered the Channel.

At this moment a crowd of ideas rushed upon. my -mind, ‘and I

took a rapid mental review. of my extraordlnary voyage. Gratitude

to the- Almlghty for his gracious protectlon was. the first ‘impulse of |

my heart. I then drew a comparison . between my native land and
~ the distant regions T had visited ; and exulted in its pre-emmence in
arts and arms, ‘in the socml virtues, and, above all, in. the posses-
sion of liberty and equal laws.. I found my country contendmg
successfully against the’ Oppressor of Europe, while all the Conti-
v'nental Nations (except those’ defended and protected by her power)

were unwﬂlmg]y ranged under hlS banners, in' his frantic march: to

ruin on the frozen plains of Russm With what prlde have- I since
beheld those. submissive Nations, rouzed by the example of Britain,
_emulate her glory, and, assisted by. her, -arrest and crush the Tyrant

‘1o his career of ambltlon and desolatlon #1

~The natives of -warmer regions are mcommoded by the ﬁckleness |

" of the weather and the sudden changes of the temperature of the

. atmosphere in- our country but for me, its vanable clxmate never

bordermg on extremes, its genial sprmg, warm summer, sober. .

autumn, and frosty wmter, have more charms than the ever-verdant _

monotonous dress of Nature in Troplcal climes. Tts scenery too, the

’ motwe and obJect of all my wanderings, surpasses, in beauty, varlety,

‘and subhmrty, any ‘to be found. with in- the Tl‘OPlCS, in Indla, or

M 3 wxll be recorded in history, that the- Brmsh hostile - army had entered‘

-,

France long before the Allies had crossed the Rhme
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‘America. But the followmg nervous lines of Goldsmith express

my ideas in far better’ terms, and do Justlce to Bntam :

R Fir'd at the sound, my gemus spreads her wing,
-« And flies 'where'Britain_' courts the Western spring;
-+« Where larvns extend that SCOrri Arcadian"i)'ride,
¢« And brighter streams than fam'd Hydaspls glide.
. ¢« There sll around the gentlest breezes stray, '
« There gentle mus1c melts on ev’ ry spray;
e Creatlons mildest charms are there combin’d ;
) Rz Extremes are only in the master’s mind !,
g < Stern o'er. each bosom Reason holds her state,
"« With daring aims irregularly great:.
R Pride in:'th.eir port‘ defiance in their eye,
Coe] see the lords. of human—kmd pass bys
S Intent on' hrgh desrgns, a thouohtful band
“ By forms unfashion’d,- fresh from nature’s hand
« Flerce in thexr native hardiness of soul,
‘ rl Ty rue to 1mag1nd rights, above controul ;
L« Whlle e en the peasant boasts these rxghts to scan,

€ And Iearns to venerate hlmself as man.

Durmg the Tun- from St. Helena to the leard a dlstance of
above 5200 mlles, whlch was performed 1n ﬁfty-srx d'tys, ' the
weather was in. <renera1 SO mlld that there was frequent intercourse
between the- shlps, ~and” Partles were | made for dinners on board
‘each of them in her turn The attentron of Captain Pellew to his

: convoy, and his urbamty and pohteness to the Captains, Oﬁicers, :
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'and Passengers of the Indlamen, were . duly felt and acknowledged

: by every person who had the honour of being 1ntrodhced to him, -
I continued on board, thatI mlght complete the voyage, until the

" 95th of July, when the Hope anchored in the Thames, near South:

end. . From thence, on the 2/ , accompamed by two of the
Oﬂicers, I passed over to the Kentlsh shore, and was landed near

Dartford from which place our. llttle party proceeded to London in

a post-chalse o .
After a stay of a few days Wrth my frlends, and paymg a fare-
_ well visit to the Captain..and my.kind. shlpmates .on board the Hope,

I reached my .native city, to.my infinite isatisfaction ;.and recelved

the congratulatlons of my relatwes and fnends, somé of whom. never

expected to see me more;- i e e
To Captain Pendergrass, ‘of “the Hope, my most sincere and

grateful thanks are due, for’ h1s gmng me an opportumty of per-
'formlng my smgular voyage, and for lns llberal and unremlttan'- :

kindness and attentlon on all occasmns durmg the many months
“we were together I also request all the Oﬁicers of the shlp to
accept my most hearty thanks for the contlnual proofs of frlendl)

attention 1 received from them, and for the information they were

.-a.lways ready to lmpart to me. I ‘wish particularly to ‘'mention .

. Messrs. Hudson, Lindsay, Clarke, and  Cowles 3 whose compan)

. and conversatlon begulled the tedious hours of a long voyage. . . .

L i . 4 g I - '.. N . ,' - il 4“ l”:" AR
o My best thanks are also due to Mr Dean, the ship’s steward ;and Mr Barber,
the boatswam, for thelr lmarlable attentlon to me. upou all occasxons S

et IR [ PP
>
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‘.I now, with humble diffidence, submit the efforts of my pencil,
in twenty-four plates, to the publick. I: -am not aware tlnt any of
the subJects they contain have before been published: and, as to this .
imperfect narrative, I lamen_t that it was not in my power to make :

it so interesting and entertaining as I could have wished ; but such

asitis, I commit 1t to the candour and mdulgence of the considerate

reader.
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. PLATE’ XXIIL
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