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5A. TEW. years ago the foHowmg Spccu=~
*Iatxons were publifhed anonymouﬂ} ; afd; o
I beheve they were in general recexved

Wavourably by the Pubhc. Some cir=*
"cumﬂances, however in. no way ‘con- .
neé'ted thh their mierit or demerlt con= -
uderably 'sze&ed theirf cxrculatxon. From_ -
thxs, and from an- 1dea that, bcﬁdes the
:theory they are caleulated to fupport’,"
“(which; i the prefent ftate of things; ma}' -
be conﬁdered chxeﬂy as amuﬁng), they.
f ontam fome thmgs moxe 1mmed1atelyi |

¥ .
. ,ag e ‘de~
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iy AL\VuRTISE‘\iENT. L
- o : . Anven'x‘xsnmf\\r;,‘ O v}l

deﬁ_lvmc attentlon, whxch in the hands” h

ave expe&ed - This part of my fchem
c theu, mui’c fill he deferred ;. but as the{‘e
'g Speculauons may fall into fome perfonsi

. of otnera, whofe opportumnes are better,
“and’ whofe knowledge is fuperlor may
add a Jittle to our fmall ﬁocL of medxcal

{cienee, 1 have given a new, and L thmk

5 1mproved edmon of them. .

Q- .
. o

T8 B

Berona tb\s I'Gpllbhcatlon', I exerted
eIf as far as 1 poﬁibly could 0 bnng

ures. under the teft of eapen— )
E OF Gonnou mrh‘

myfe
‘my LonJe&
~ment; and- the DUL
at liberaliey whxch always attends a man/! ;

!
deﬁred me-to take every hber-';

of fcience,

ety with This ‘parks or enn'el; for 'this p'ur-’-;
Unfortupatelv however, L. have not
ail myfelf of- his Graces

eral cxrcumﬁan—

pofe
~been. ab‘e to: av
-'rood mtentxons from fev
;oand 1 have alfo to regret, thatl have
\\uh a backm -ardnefs o a{ﬁﬁ me in

ce

- met,
- fome;
thoug
whmh in thef'e days, 1 could

U

‘men accuﬁomed to thefe thmgs,j

crh 1 obvlated everv idea of e"fpencc,,
Learcely,

have

hands Who may with to mveﬁ:gate thtS;
theory a httle farther, 1 iha]l mention the
| -experiments 1 had i in v1ew. 1 intended to
have blocked up the commumcatlou be-
~‘tween the uterus and ovariag through the
,alleged permeable cavxty of the F ailopxaa-“
tubes, by means of mﬁammatxon excited as
delxcately as: poﬁible, but foas to produce'
unqueftionable- adheﬁon——by hgature——-
‘or by whatever means. mxght appear moﬁ
: effe&ual with the leaft pofliblé i m_]ury to<i
the gemtal fyﬁem, or even' to the very ap-“
peute, perhaps dependmg on its perfec—
~%ion, and’ perhaps neceﬂ'ary to the refult
If this had Fucceeded and i unpregnanon II;. |
| fuch cu'cumﬂ:ances had takén’ place, furels “
this, mdependent of the cafes of i 1rnpenef5
~trable ot obhterated vagina, which [ have ‘.
-adduced muft have eﬁabhihed my theory ;

°a4 "though .
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,though it muﬂ be admltted at the f‘amc

time, that the failure of thefe cXp"rxments ©

:could not prove the contrary, as we know -
not. the general effeé which the ]ef on of
’thefe parts may produce. blmxlar eapen—\
-ments have; lundcrﬁand been attempted
: 'by agentleman of the namieof Scafﬁ’- whoy
‘in a “treatife® De Fm‘u H/tma;zo has madc
»pretty fre¢ with thefe Spcculauons, tho
_without the afual 1cknow1edgment. He
comp}ams, however, that \they weré aﬁ

wD

infuccefsful=—"* inflicta vulnefa; qua o~
- peratxones fequirebant. 1ethalxa ﬁngt.h\, e
“ fuerunt.” How be was fo unfoxtunate I
cannot compxehcnd as vvounds in. the
| ,mteﬁmes of brautes, efpecxally thofe which
are {trictly herbworous—-probably ot ac®
count of tth‘ ﬂwht 1rr1tab1hty——-are fel=
dom deadly ; md it ig- pretty gener ally
_;Lnown, that the common country opera-
3 tors—-—bpa) ers or Spavers as they ‘are calls
‘.'ed-——evcry day cut out the. ovarxa in lar—

i *-ﬂ

-

ADVIIRTISEME

‘

y/‘"”

ger cattle, in a- very rude manner, and
jfcarcelywmth any rifk; and in ﬁnaller
cattle, fg little {'crupulous are they, that
‘they cut out the uterus. xtfelf w1th the fame °

dmpumty S

IN d‘nly one. thmg more lel I taLe the

hberty of. brmgmg myfelf forward —In

the firft anonymous edmon, the autbo.

' 1ppeared always in the plural number 3

'*coutmued in this.
~ found fault with - for foch condu& as {a-.

“and the, famc modc of e-zpreﬂ"xon has been

T have heard authors

o 'vourmg of petulance and oﬁentatton——My
- opxmon, hovvever, is. completely the re-
.verle, and I have ventured to. follow it—

 dut mdecd tne matter lS not worth a dlf-

‘cufﬁon. R
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" INTRODUCTION

g .5. HE"\II is fxequently an- amblgultygn
a.mcrds, which very -accurate ‘definitions
‘ cannot cnurely obviate, nor the moﬁ; cau- _'
“tious'and candid condud, in every para— -
graph, fufficiently. guard againft. = Few .
- fubje@s have been more embarraffed by
“this dxﬁiculty than that of the followmg
“fpec.u ations ; but wlntever have been or
may be, the ideas - affixed to conccptxon,
~ generation, or impregnation, we fhall take
“the freedom. of ufing thém as fynony-
- mous, and as ﬁmply nnplymg and in-
. clnding thiat period in the female confti-
. tution from the mjeéhon of the. prohﬁc
: _‘ A ) s femen |



z o SPELﬁLA\TIO\IS ox a .
'femen mm the canal of the utefus, tul
the ovum .a{fe&ed by the energy®of this
fen en in fome mode ar Other, and thus
rendered. capable of farther evolvmg -
felf, and of finally becoming thereby a.
lwmg and a perfe& creature, 15 complete-

1y d\ﬁ:ngaged from the’ ovaria. This fhort |
- period is perhaps the bufieft and mo{‘t im- -

portant in female life; and on account of

its intricate and ‘myfterious. phenomenay
~and of the utility, whatever we may think.
at picﬁ:nt ‘which medxcme and .philofo- ‘A
p"iy muft derive from a rafional well-
founded, and convmcmg exPlamtlun, of’

. all its, cxrcumﬂanccs, it always hath inte-

| re{ted the attentxon and ingenuity of eve-

1y phyﬁologxf’c — Ve ook back thh ve-.
ypieration, as well” as . curxoﬁ"y, to - that
feemmgly humble and’ umpt ftate from :
whence we date our m'xterlal or igin ; and

Cwe conten‘plate what appears to us-as a.
fhapelefs embryo, W 1th as much. wonder;

and embalraﬂment s the ﬁupen(.ous
fabric which it aitexquds evolves, can

poiﬁbly,emou_frqm us, T\‘otwuhﬂand—,

. __j,_:”ﬂmg,

» : ‘ T,( mpREGN,ATm’N. RETE N
ing, however, every mducement to an -
‘acquairkance with this hmnble orlgm of
ourfelve;, and -all. the mgenuuy that“
_has been lavifhed upon- ‘the inquiry, we.*
have: ftill to regret the obfcur:ty in - which
“the’ pbenomena of generation -are invol-
ved ; -and, at the famestime, we cannot
help. lamemm(r the facility. with whxch‘_"
eminent ‘men have ‘admitted. evidences

.verv vague and. futile; . and the - efforts . .

: they have made to. fubftantiate and de-

-corate theorles abundautly wedk 'md Vi~
"fionary.. But thouvb thefe men may hate
- lncautlouﬂy g1ven way to the fuggeﬁxons '
~of imagination, or rafhly adopted the un- .
~fubftantial and ground]efs ‘ideas of o- .
thers, they have at times, by accurate and

ingenious - obfervanons and difcoveries,

- 2dded confiderably to- tbe ftock of ufeful”
~knowledge, ‘and rendered the path. much
- eafier to others. ‘The anatomift, who was’

lonrr content to number the human bones,

"to inform us with due fagacityand unport- .

ance where- they were {cabrous and where -

: thEy were {mooth, and- thought lnmfelf

L

‘A2 oA
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,s Lo opayumi'rm\'s ox' U
canomzed 'by having his name a{ﬁ'zed to.
a gland, though he knew neither it ftruc-
ture nor its ufe—who traced with edify-

- ing precifion the dife@ion of a mufcular
fibre, or of an cvanefcent artery—-and
‘who overwhelmed us with an elaboratc

‘ dlf"ertatxon on ‘the right whlch our ca-

‘.nine tecth . gave us to tear and- fwallow the_

fleth of ﬁmecp, though he did ‘not unfold

to us why we were not to cat one ano-
ther ~--thxs anatomift- fometunes ‘turned

“the vapour of his i imaginary deduéhons,

“and the edge of his knife, from thefe idle
and unavatlmg e\erc1fes and thou0h his
labours even tlien were not al'vays kil

ful, nor his mferences unequivocal | and
'.ﬁrm, yet. we fr equently follow lum Wlth__

‘1mprovement and gratuude

It were well for us, and crcdxtablc to f'cv--

:cnce, if we could w lthout farther ob(er-
vation, thus clofe the gencral account of
the mchnatxo"ls and progrefs. of our pre~

deceflors, * To cenfure is. furely very un-
pleaﬁmt but a falfe or co.vardlv delica-.
‘cy, thch can wm_“ (.t the tmﬁcr with:

S

RIS

v nIPRBGN/ATIOrT. B 5
P T 3 "( K 'A . . -

P B
-1

tr‘ath wxll make a very feeble aumharyl o

to’ {cience (A) r And it is.much to be la<

mented sthat in the medlcal line- there', o

fpem fewer fcruples to overcome than in

‘. any other. " On the’ fubjed of generation, S

in partlcular, fancxful and difingenuous
men, by torturing to thelr purpofes real
" fa&@s and obfervatxons, have thrown an

-additional darknefs and perpkmty ;-and
by their fpeczouf'nef's have left the candid = - -

“at a lofs where to. zllow their conﬁdenceo'
'Thcfc undaunted Theor:ﬁs, as their mgea?

. nuity aanowIedges none of ‘the ufual -

boundo of prudence, and fcoms to meet

~witha d‘ﬁlcuk}G have ‘created or mifr e=
prefented faél's as be{’c fulfed the V\’hlIn» EE

za) Thc Monthly Rewcwers, uho d::fene the grcatef'*: -
. rcfpe& have extorted this remark. Well th’y know the C
» mgenuxt) of phyfiologifts when it is bc.ore their own board," ’

. .and the) can fhake the: tbono- accordmn-ly but did they L
adxcrt, that while thh _one hand th") were. hftmg the -
fcour*e agamﬂ me, with the other they weére committing -

the very crime they withed to corre@’? . 1\1) good 'friends,
‘1 muit borrow your fcougc a little no

. »’o‘.

wand then when’ yom o
- <an fyarc 1t, and, believe mg, I mll Teturn 1t cleam N
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they were determmed by every 'neans to-

"fupport and boldly or 1gnoranﬁy over- "
looking thofe general laws of the animal - :
”economy wlnch are umverfally allowed
to. exift in all fuch parts of it as have"
‘been fatisfactorily elucxdated and are, alfo.
'.umform with the: Jaws of pature, in ﬁ- . "
" milar, though rnore enlarged fchemes, i
~ they bave. been hard} enough even to pro-
' mulgate laws, local, parml and ineffici= -
Who would look for folidity in the :
:"crude and bafelefs theories of fuch men ¥
- Yet fuch is the ﬁ]pmenefs of inquiry, and “
the pxoncnefs to credulity, theories thus. .
‘ -founded and thus fupported have been':‘_
- forced forward in fomethmg like the dra- .
pery of phﬂofophy, and maintain a tole-
" “rably quier exiftence amidft the ruins. of:
" obfervation and’ common.. fenfe! Thae

- {uch whunﬁcal and abfurd theorxes were.

. “Jiftened to in unenhghtened times, was no-
: thing firange ; but that 2 fubject of fuch
amportance’ and magnitude fhould fiill be
~ configned to fuch vague and dxs_]omted re-
veries, when a reall 7 phllofophxe {pirit

o ~{eems

9 e,

N

f'eem\s to have pervaded every ot her branch] i

“of fcigpce, is furely mexphcable ‘Bue I’
‘am afraid this is not the only (ubjer‘”t in
medxc‘ﬁ phyﬁology over which puer xlel-;.k
- conceit and extreme conjecture. have been

IMPREGNA"TON g

fo long fuffered to prevatl it feems pe-

culiar to phiyficians to erect brilliant fu-
‘perftrucures, without once looking at the -
Jinftability of the fnundatmp, and the rubs-"
bifth which conceals it: error is heaped ~
_upon _error, all the archite&t topples a-

“mong the clouds, ready to fink under the

firtt blaft that fhall affail him. - Wha} 1s.’
become of your mechanical and your me-

taphyfical fy{tems. of phyfiology—of your

lentor and vifcidity—of your fpafm and
_ debility ?~~what ‘is ' become of the omni--
- potent cabbages of Pythagoras? caten, we"

fuppofe, according to the rules of harmo-

‘ ny——of the horfe-dung of Hemchms?’ eat-r
- en, moft likely, without any harmony at

- all—of the fturdy pm{'om of the Vlenna
“{chool—of the infallible fwmgmg ma-

o Aq. o we

La

- chine,s and 4 thoufand - f'yﬁ:ems and
;hmgs Whlch have pafled away, though '
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e fear not fo mnocently Tike the mom-

©

“ing cloud and the early dew? Under fuch.
. impreffions, may L not venture to ‘com-
eplaun, that. while the phenomem of the.

heavens .of the earth, and even of the hu~
~man mind itfelf, are traced with a fteady,
- hand, and with all the {plendour and dig=

nity of true phxlofophy the fundtiofis’ of
“ the human body, in health as well as un-"

der dxleafe, though expounded with a pro-
fufion:of fantaftical and. tmpofing erudi-
tion in every medxcal chau‘ are-veiled in
~nearly as much darknefs and abfurdlty as
they were in the days of Paracelfus. - No
_branch of phyﬁolo y 18- more: ez,pof'ed to
"thefe obfervations. than that of whxch we
mtend to treat; and Wexe we to trace the.
_opinions concerning it from the days of
Hlppocrates till the prefent time, with all,
. poﬂible gravity and - ‘medical demeanour,
‘the narrative would be confidered as one
continued. farcaf-n on-the fallacxoufnef'sf
~and. unbccxhty ‘of medical phl]ofoph}
Perhaps, in its proper place, we 'may in-
idulge thp rcadel Wlth a fample or twog-
B e : PR b\lf'

A . IMPREGNATION, = 5 V'

S
N

R I |
‘,.Blit :ée {hall not wafte. much of hxs txme
in fuch’ Iucnbratxons. ' TR

From thefe general conﬁderatxons and

: many more might be adducea, but they o
_will appear with more propricty and ef=
" fe@ when, in our progrefs through this in-
veftigation, we fhall be obliged to be more .
partlcular, we are led to belicve that th" -

theories. of generauon lors ago prcmul—

";sgated and at prefent adopted with very -

little variation or improvement, are loofe- -

1y and. unguardedly explained ; that they
-are not warranted by faithful ob{ervatson

and unqueﬁlonmb'e prmcxples s and that”

~ the whole means fuppofed to be employ- ‘
. ed in generation, as generally demontlra-
~ ted, are nugatory and: inadequate to- the -

known eﬁ'e& - Thefe - aflertions will, no
- sdoubt, appear &rong, and - perhapa rath
“and inconfiderate; to ‘the formida able pha-
‘lanx whlch has fo lonc ' thrown a blind’

'iauthorxty over. the opmmns we are pre-:
: “fuming to controvert ; but we fhall en=:
~ deavour to eftablifh their truth and vah-r
lhty by a rmnuge and faxthful examina=

8 SRS f.lOB
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tion of the dof‘trmes we have. thus ventu~
red to: reprobate and in our rep;; efentas
- tion, we fhall not; as is too frequently the

. calein controverfy, flily diminifhthe force

“of one. opvoﬁng circumflance, in order.to.
render its confutation more cafy and com-

. plete. - If, after’ fucceedlng in this, as we
- truft we fhall, we venture an opm.on of
our own, it {hall not. be thruft forward as

a theorem daring the diftruft. of man--
Llnd and cherlfhed becaufe it is complete,”

cngxnal and new: We fhall lay it before:
the Public, becaufe, noththﬂandmv its.
1mperfe€tlons, which- we ﬁatter ourfelves
~are far from mvxncxble, we thmk it éx=
plams the phenomena of i nnpregnatxon in
2 manner more confonant to adxmtted,
“and unquefhonable obfervation, and | o
_the general laws of Nature than what we
_ can difcover in the op1mons whlch We
- with to fee fet afide, _ :
 As we profefs. not; “then, to come for~
“ward with a complete and dxgeﬂed theo-
.ry of generation, fupported by a body of
new. faé’cs and e‘cpenments, but as hum—

o, by

-0

e

R tuarGNAT:nN.ee ~jfzg‘,

3_"-b1y i“artmg fome 1deas, and pomtmw oue‘._ :
~znothef path to thofe. Whofc ‘opportunities
“and abllmes may, if they think it worth
while, Farther: enhghten ‘them 3 we hope
e fhall not be 1mpe?ched with' the vain
affe@tation of ‘novelty, or mconﬁderate

conﬁdence in -our own. ingenuity. The
feveiity of our treatment of former: theo- -
ries, and the reprehenﬁon of their pro;ec—

" ‘tors'and. fupporters, ‘proceed not from &
convxéhon of the ftability- and perfe&nci’s o
~of ‘our own_ opinions, or of the rxpenefs .
 of the Judgment and ftrength of experi=' - -

* ence which'dictated them: It.is only the |

fiftitious affumption of traths and falls, |

. ‘and the artfulnels of theoretical mifrepré-
- -{entation,- wlnch we prefume to expofe |
L and reprobate. ‘The diffufion of fcxence,

. e hope, will foon fhow how far our o-"

' pxmons “are 1ll fupported or. xncomplete 5

but we {hall advance no- fa@s which, as
far as we can judge, any peuod of time.
Wlll render dubxous or obfolete; and we
~ truft ‘our deduions fhall be fo conne&ed

- with thefe fadts, that'the moft fcrupvlous

i Judgment :{hall not be o*fended
el g | PART



.- CHAP L
A cmcrsn vn:w OF som: OF THE A‘\ICIENT B
- THEORIES o‘“ GI:NLRATION , -

HOUGH tha obfervatmns of the ans -
- ji ~cients do not exaétly bear upon that
" period of the female conftitution of whlch,
- we profefs to treat; and though, as we
thave: already hinted, a review of them will .
- not add to'the dlgmty of medxcal {ciencey
aor aid mve(hgdtxon yet, we apprehend,
fome notice of thefe opinions is due to"
- ou; remders,«md perhaps to.ther memoxy'
7 "of thofe who, howevel unfucwﬁfu] have
ﬂndcavoured, ‘.ccordmg to the be{t light -
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A S:hev had to deferve well of fcwnce' But '
we mall not travel througn the uedu.al',
- records from " prpocrates to’ Harvey

The taﬂ— would be uncommonly difficult;

’rvtor, bﬂﬁdes the unavailing labour, great

_obfcurxty prevqxls in all medic'\l -manu-’

- feripts, and from thence in the ancxent

'Vn"dxcal books, owing, it is believed, t
~_ their having been generally tranfcnbed g
. by perfons unacquainted with medicine. -
 Hard this, that almoft every thmb fhould’

_confpire againft the progrels of our art!

o C%ccordmg to Hlppocrates, then, the fe-

men ‘of the male is farnifhed by: all
L+ parts: ‘of the body 3 and _during coition,
- meets with 2 fimilar flaid furnifhed. by

the mrn'xle._ buL we do- not - find tbat he

,}Ains fuggefted any partlcahi"part where
"~ this mixture takes place.”
~ s attended with much and long gran‘ica—-
i ":.fluon on-the part of the male, but with ve-

~ry litele on the part of thc fcma]e., The

fﬁfpmmal ﬁmd of each {ex

tains 2 male and .a female portion; the
ﬁ;f’c of vhmh 18 the moft ’povverful and
' L the

This, he adds,l

,- he alleges, con-.

-_ ,_?_  ‘mf»ucw;;f;ox‘;“i ooy

v -he f'e& oF the fcctuq is determmed bv thev"v;
| : Hcre is a ﬁne field s
. opened to the i m(renmty of the divine o)d_~ |

prevale‘&ce of exthcr.

' 1
“man'! and accordingly he’ fets to work,

“and, with a good-deal of alertnefs, carves._!» A‘
“out what may be. called tlnce dxftm&’ons -
“of each fex. Let us enumerate thef‘e——lﬂ",\

and irft, of thé m'ﬂe. , :
- If a male feetus. be ”"or'ned f'rom the

.. malc femen: of - both parents uniting, the?_“’f
- produd is the moﬁ perfect male both in -

‘body and mind; urllef's 1t is afterwards ln-

A‘Jured by regnnen. <. L R

If the mal ROV
e male ff,men of the man umte

,WIth the fema]eﬁ:men”’éf the woman,; but

prevall over- 1t, ‘a male foetus 1s. md;ed‘ t

:‘produced but'it is-in every refpedt infe-
‘rior- to that, generated ‘according to the .-

',foregomg ‘mode. "
~fuch a. con_]unéhon or mixture: are, ‘he -
f'ays, Jumy called manly, as’ they proceed V:

“Men' _produced from-v"‘j

vfrom the male femen of the man.. 7
But 1f the male femen be der1ved. VFrorI".t

.4the wofnan, and the femnle part fromithe o
man, the part furmihed by the woman be-

Sho e :1ngﬁ
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: mg prevalent, then from thlS mi; .ture af
~mungrel is'produced. By this, Fiwever,

2
‘he does not ‘mean that the prodq& is an

hermaphrodxte, as will appear from what

he fays of the other fex, but an effemmate
‘man, .

o Of the. fema!e he fays-—lf the female

‘1emen ‘of bo'h- parents unite,’ the ‘moft-

PN

perfe& females are then. produced If the-

- female’ femen of the woman meet with -

‘ ‘the. ma]e femen' of the man,-and prevarl’f
" over it, a female foetus is produced which
_ will be bold but at the fame_ time beauti- -

ful. ~ But if the female: femen proceed

from the man and the male femen from |
“the woman, and the female femen of the:

man prevaxl ‘a femae foetus s~ mdeed‘.
produced but fuch females, he fays, are
il bolder than in the laﬁ cafe—-the y are,

- very. devils.

Thus did the father “of “our fcxenco’
amufe hlmfelf and endeavour to explorei

- the- Iabyrmths of concepuon» and " we,

may add, if he has not been {o fuecefsful

here as m many other parts of hxs 'zrt, yet'

e . Coen VG

R
@

.
i '! o - L

e cé% ot rcfuf‘e our teﬁlmony to the
- neatnely A
. Letup next draw the Stagyrite from his B
~dhelf; vahere he is involved in more cob- .’
¥ vebs perhaps than he deferves ‘Like: ma.-"'v-
'_jfny, he has fuffered more from the 1nJud1- -

: crous aduhcmn of ‘his frzends than from'
- the af‘perxty of his enemxes, "Many of his -
‘-"-~1notxons may now appear W,zld and whim= f,
~fical ; but mmy are alfc he]d orthodox at”
;f this day. . '

nd fmcy of his con_]ec’tures. -

"He fays, that all ammals which havé

LB fome

 iMPREGNATION. -~ 'é;}‘ |

blood emit femen in coition’; and that
ig'man in p.oportxon to his fize, emits 2
?’gre'xter quantxty than - any- other animal..
In thofe who are covered wrth hair, he ﬁys |
,_xt is glutinous or vxfcxd' in others it is not
- {o; bat in all it is white: wherein he cor~
' »reé’ts Herodotus, who had afferted that
J"fhe femen of the F_thlopran was black.
" He aflerts, that by cold it is not coagula—'~ : E
- %ed, but becomes thin and watery both i hed
~colour and conﬁ(‘tence while fub_]eé’ted to
- heat, it°is: thchened and coegulated fo
:{fimuch fo, fays he, that. a,frer remammg
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~ fome tune in' the uterus,, as he exrvfreﬁ‘ea_'
it it retums thxckcncd and fornetxmcsl
even dry and compa& d. Thu prolific
.»c paxt, ke fb,ys finks in water’; the other
- parts are diffufed through tlns, Re('pecs
ting “the pericd when the human .male .
E and female become ccapable. of procrea~-
tion,’ and -of the ceiTatxon of thefe»ab1h~ ,_
ties, his {'enungents correfpond with thoffr
-of the prefent times 5 though it may be_'_
: remaiked that his perxods, ‘now-a-days,
carrefpond better, with more northern cli-
mares than thh thofe where he made his .
~obfer vations. Though it has no partin
Anﬁotles inquiries, “and is. ‘perhaps as
htcle conredted with thefe fpeculatxons, a
- very curious ‘queftion comes in our way,'v_r
and, however irrelevant, we fhall infert it
- here. It is'well known that the catame=.
'nia'frcquently recur after a’ ceflation of .
“ {fome years, rather indeed under the fafpi- -

- cion of difeafe; but it is alfo Well known,

- and if it were necefﬁry we could produce
| cales to confirm i, that after ftopping at
the uﬁml pervod, they have recurred at.’
: the, :

o u:
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~the agy of fevency-ﬁve, and contmued for
feveral wwears afterwards.as regular and as =
- “natural %s at the’ age of twenty-five~— ‘
3 }-;No\v what mlght be expedted from comon, K
o i fach, c1rcumﬂances, allowmg the ma]e'_‘,i; :
.. o be unqueftionable ?- Could this’ have
> been the cafe with the venerable fpoufe of
,,,the patriarch? Moft women ‘who arrive at, o
| ithat period, and even undfég (uch pheno- -
. -mena, would be. very unwdlmg €0 grati-
o fy the curxoﬁty of the naturalift. What a
© - pity the amorous and. phllof'ophlc Nmon'f" =
S de P’tnclos was not one of thofe uncom--‘ TN
- “'mon females I—But let us return to nur-
- author. it frequently happena, fays he, = -
“thata partlcular pair are not. prohﬁc bug*
- by means: of a change of' connection they- I
~ become fo; that fome pairs produice only
; males, and others females ; and that the
. tontrary . happens to thefe pairs on a.
: change of conne&xon Different perlods" 8
of hfe, he alleges are attended wuh the
g fame cxrcumﬁances and he adds, “that, o
_f”mdnpendent of dzfeafe fome'are: mcapable o
8 of procreatxon during youth but acquire

e .

Bz . thar
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that faculty as they grow blder wpfxle in
; others it is quite the contmry, vs) Lich we
have muich reafon. to believe is “he moft
common cafe of the two, Some 1 men {ays.
he beget only fons ; Ilercules among fe-"

~venty children had" O'ﬂy one daughter——-

. while others have dmghtels only: and-
. ‘the power. of pmcreatlon thall ceafesfor a
Dermd of years in either’ fex, and return
again with vigour. ~ He “obferves, that
~fome defcé‘:s deformmes, or pecuhantxes,i’

“are ﬁequently communicated by paren

. toy their children; but that they fre= .
quently pafs a genemtmn as in the cafe -
-of a man with a mark on his arm, 'Whof‘e’if
fon was wn:hout it, and- whofe grandfon
‘was dx{’cmal) marked. ‘It is the fame, he
~fays, with' family Iikenefs: And of this he
'1dduces an’ uncommorn mﬁancg, if Weﬂ'
‘can rely on its authcmxcxty A chﬂxan
lady, who had -admitted a black fprvant‘_”
t0 her bed, had a daughter by him, whofe
colour did not by any means ‘betray the_?
father ; “but the chl]dren of this daughter, B
by a father of the common compzexm
: : e -were”

..

'7":
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f Svere hgack He proceeds to; fay a great LR
- deal mo\e of this hkenefa ; butitis fo con~- -
fonant o ordmary obfervatxon :that we -
“fhall relate only “one remark, wh1ch, if
" unequivocal, would ﬁrengthen the idea of - -
'j'ffuperfoeranon. A woman, fays he, on the o
~feventh “day after conception (how did'
fhe become fo - ‘accurate ?) having inter- .
-_courfe with the male, concefved again,and
".the fecond child refembled the firft as 2= -
" twini—He now. “¢ondefcends to be more‘f."-
;Vpartxcular., If the womb in the female,j o
: fays he, be not properly conflituted, béth
~as to flru@ure - and fituation, and in
ﬁ;ronger terms he afterwards adds, if 1ts.~f" ;
'_poﬁnon be not ftraight, it ‘will not draw .~
_ in the femen of the male.” The following ™~
_'paffage ftill more expreﬂive of hxs ldc'{s,fﬂ
© requires parncu!ar notice: For to the fame
: part of the womb, fays he, the woman e-
mits, as plainly happens when they have
‘hvely dreamo, when the parts are moi~"
" ftened ﬁmlluly to what happens on the
'aumlﬁion of the maIc: and he adds, thae
- a° they emxr in that part, what is pouredf‘

B3 o forch‘
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'*vforth by the male xs hLewxf'e direftedto |
" the fame part, not to the won[b yand
. when they have both emitted there (un-~
“doubtedly he means in th: vagma) the
~womb draws the fcmen fro'n thence bya-
“halitus like the 1nfp1r1ng effort of the no= -
'fmls - In- his firlt book™ De Genf’mz‘zone,
= he 1ays, that what the female -emits is not .
_f-’,?femen, fimilar t to what proceeds from the -
“‘rnalé 3 nor is a rmxture of it. thh tlnt of -
~the male necefﬁuy to conception ; for, he
\adds, the female very frequently conceives
: w1thout emlﬁion, or- even "ratlﬁcauon, b'
durmg coition ; and as often, though mu—,':
_4nal gxanﬁcanon takes p]ace, and the male
- and female’ both emit at the fame txme,-
,concepuon does not- take place, unlefs :
i «there be a proper aegree of the: flnid of -
. the catamema, without whlch ‘he tths, -
’the female cannot procreate. “This fecre- -
‘tion, he adds, is far from being commion |
to all women ; the fair- haired and femi-
v._,nme being mo{’c hable to it, while the.
black-haired and mafculme are lefs fo. It'-
is very doubtful 1f the ancient” is well-.
Ll : founded ,

o

W tx‘wxpkiaGNAT'iON;’_' D %

f'ouno d all chmates and Other cir cum-_',_’l
ftances conﬁdered in thus meng hxo;
teﬁ of oluptuou{ne{'s. He goes on m‘ﬂ}
“his rather defultory manner: The form -

“and prmcxple of motion, he fuppofes, are

fuxm(hed by the male;’ whﬂe the body‘ .
“and matter are- furm[hed by the female.
“How like is thxs to every thing which is.
Maid at this very day ! Asjin the co*xcrula- :
_tion of milk, fays ke, ‘the body or fub-;
ﬁsncc is the milk,’ but the pmncxple of -
conﬁ“-_ence or coagulatlon 1s the runnet;
_thus it is. ‘that the female furmfhes the"‘—

- matermls, and the male the *adive prm-jf

cxple in concepuon. And this ‘idea, he
thinks, is fupported by the union and
produé’t of fuch males and females of dif-’
- ferent - fpecies” as fucceféfully copulate.
In thefe, the produ& at firft, with refpeé’t:,

to refemblance is'a mixtare of both pa-

rents, as'in the fox and dog, or the par~’
“tridge and cocL ‘but in procefs of time,

~ and generation’ after generation, the: form.

“and refemblance g,radually return to thofe

- f the fcmale ‘becaufe, fays he, fhe gives.

B4 s e
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the fubl‘tﬂnce and body to the fcmen. In
ﬂmrt, in his fecond book, he fcemq to fum

Tup his whole thﬂory, b‘*‘tclluw fus, - that

..on the part of the femalc it is only necef-

~fary that the parts bc warm  and Te-.
laxed by the catamenja to draw in the

“{emen of the male, ‘or that the wor.nb bcgf
“near enough for that purpofe and this is
accomphﬂwd fays he, by the fame means_”;
~which render wet’ ".lelC&th'lS to thefe
P parts dry : and he adds, that this is pros .

ved by the impregnation of fuch animalsg

as have_ the womb fitnated near the dm-‘;

phr'&gm, as fowls and vzv:puous ﬁﬂlc%
“xvhere the femen- cannot. be thr rown m,‘

But muft be drawa in b; the warmth of

.the parts. - As to. the idea of the female -

" emitting femen, he treats it as abfurd, by

faying, that if this was the eafe, it muft be .

frft thrown out, ‘and then drawn'in 2 b‘.'ms
“which vould not be 'z.ccord'n" to Nature,

“who, fays he, does nothing in vain, - As

“to the male, hc {eems to think ch% }n"
. duty is. fulfilled by dcpoﬁtm«r tnc femen
Vl,mr}.rr wvthm fc"c‘q o: fhcdxrect éhcn of

mpm:cNA'rmm. EEER 1 1

~ the mo ath of thc womb or. that of its m-.

hahng ponex. o S : o
© Having thus travclled through thc two

; fages of Greece, we-fhall clofe this part of "
" our fubje@ with a fhort view of the opi-
,.'mons of Galen, - He mentions the theo-
~ ries of Hippecratcs and, Anﬁotie, and :

then proceeds to hisown. = He fays, that -
the male femen, the prxrmr v-f‘aufc of con-

v.ceptlon, is thrown into the uterus, ‘which-
_,-Ins a power of attradling : and retalning
-t and here he- quotes Plato, who fup-

2

~ ports his opinion. by faying, that ¢ the !

uterus, like an animal, is defirous of pro= '

kfreqt::on, and draws into itfelf the fcmen,

which it~ clofL ly embraces. and retains;

~-and of this men'are often fenﬁble durmg
: v.comon fcf‘hnfY the penis drawn in, as’it.

were, by 2 cupping-glafs, which (he fay <}
bappms ‘moft’ readily immediately after
‘the ceafing of the catamenia, when wo-

- men are molt dxfpofc.d to conceive.” He

gocs on'~ Th\. male fcmcn reach s ‘the

. fundus -uteri, but cannot mo1ﬁen the cor~ -

g\,gzg throu"h thefe, how cvcr, “Nature -
e ’j:gndw
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",V;i'cnds from the tc[hcles of the fem le thew
proper femen, to be mmg]ed at;fhe fa'ne
‘time with that of the male in. t}ée body of
~ the uterus;- and in confequence of “this
- ‘conception is completed. “He, too, has

-his theory refoeﬂng the parts of the fe- B
‘men, which operate the difference of fex,
j'_temper ment, &c. in the feetus; ‘but'ic
-~ feems nnnei‘éﬁ'ary to follow him farther. -

-Pliny Has very little, to our purpofe;

' and the phyfiolog gifts from ihlo time to the g

‘ ,dayo of Boerhaave rather obfcured than
) cultivated the theornes of the ancients:
- We fhall therefore. retuxn to thg courfc of
onr bgeculanon

¢ o

o the
_to review the mode by which. phyﬁolo-

gifts for this long time paft, and- at pre-

CHAPII

; ;\DF THE PRESENT THEORIES 01' GENERA.

TIO\I

O

.‘«AI"I‘ER thuq pa) ing our dutlful refpe&s

. ancients, let us procetd to ftate and,

{ent, believe generanon to be accomphfh—-

ed. For this purpofe, it is pcxhaps necel-
" fary to follow them through their anato-
”mxcal defcription of | the uterine {yftem;
bt we can fée.no propneu , efpccmlly mn’
tlns ftage of our. mqmry, in confidering

all chofe matommal minutiz with whlch'

, thexr de(crxpuons or demonﬁranons as

Sl chey

o L
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they afFe& to call them, are almoﬂ: uﬁ‘a-‘:

lefsly protrac‘ted and encumbered

IR,

: ,In-i. ‘
. deed; were anatomifts lefs. prote to thi's; :
e and to affected trifling novelty and con-
- Je&ure, their laboms would be more gra-

tifying to themfeh es and mere beneficial -

%o fcience; and we thoul d not . be gerpe-" "

7 tuaHy in danger of bemg mifled by thofe .

~ flimfy cobwelss which mtcroicopxcal and :
fanciful wadmg through a putrid’ carcafe

15 xrequﬂntl) hangmg out before us, -
The extremity of the uterine Ay ﬁem

withour the nymphz, and lofing. xtfe!f on 9

) the Yurficc of the body, feems nor, “except.
- From its aperture, and. perhaps from the

lafcivious fufcepnnlxty of fome of its

narcs, mﬂtenally ufeful and rﬂquxﬁtc o

o Weneu.txon. Some a natoxmﬁs, however
are of a ¢ dﬁ:xcnt opuuon, and have told
“-us, that as thefe parts contrzbutc ‘much to |
5 Ilbxdmow granficman, a turgerceﬂcy i3
.- thus produced in them, and afterwards -

- e

t.“tendc'i throughout the genital fy ftém;

- by which the Iatm al or 'al}opxan tubes be-
,comc: as ihpy def lelC turgid and ﬂred o

¥

'nym')h
" {tance of the uterus, ‘this caml is of con="

mpnncNA'rmN. | 29
and thcxr ﬁmbrxated termxmtxom are ren-
~.dered . capab!e of applymg themfelvea,
wvith fomy aé’nvxty, to the ovaria, in or-
dc1 to’ a(ﬁﬁ thcm in the expulfion of the
ovum, and to gmde it ‘into the tubes.
This is no trxﬂmg oﬁice, Whatever the
“means of it may be; buit as we thall have
~occafien to dx(cu{'s thxs alleged turgefcency
afterwaxds ‘we {hall leave it in the mean-.
“time, and proceed Immedxatcly within

: dle nymphe the vagina or, great canal of -

the uterus- bﬂgms to e*cpand From’ thc
Tl its tcrmmanon in the fub-

fiderable length, though very dtﬁ'excnt in

?dlﬁ“ereut perfons; and b} dxﬂ;cnﬁon even’
“without violence or rifk of - rupture as is -
"lcvxdc.ut from coition and parturition, it
' may be tendered of very confiderable ca-

*pacmy The{e properties are not only

different in different perfons, but alfo vary

in the f'un\. perfon in the different periods
_of life, and under the vmlence and infir- -
_mities 50 whu,h thefe ‘parts are namrally

fuq}eé‘tcd The followmg fac'is depcnd.

... upom
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: upon thxs power of vanatlo'l, and are aI- s

{o a proof of it. In many f "emales ‘where,
" before coition, thefe parts are xéalrov. or

~ {mall, venereal ap;"eute is {o excited, scts
without coition, as to induce that afﬁu*: _

K

“and difcharge’ whxch frequemly follow

" grateful coition, and to relaxe thefe parts (o, .
that the penis, foi merly’ inadmiffible, after =

“this meets with no refiftance : and, in the

{ame manner, durmg parturition, though -
we cannot then fuppofe the venereal ap- R
“petite to be concerned, thefe parts are ren-

dered capable of" prodigious. dxﬂenﬁon.

l\otmchﬂandmg all thefe variations and ..
"enerally favouri,:
.us with as' accurate meafurements of,
“thefe, and the other parts of the uterine -
;}rﬁem, as a ﬁatupr}r would of the Venus:
de Memcm or ‘the Appollo Belvidere..

varieties, amtormﬂ.s

Before coition or other circumf{tances have

difturbed i its propo; tions, the canal of the

‘uterus may be about five or fix inches =
Tong ; for we thall avoid. prccxﬁon ‘and

when it is thrown mto a tubular form,

*‘mthout vxolent dlﬁenﬁon, its dxametvr
‘ ' thougl

s . s R

i Y

* length.

REGNATION

.\ OF

“.‘,

zmg, how this exa é‘nefs becomes ‘mate-

~rial. - After frequent coition, the s vawma
~ becomes conﬁderably fhorter 5 but, at the
{ame time, its dnameter is more than p¢o-v”
“ ,pnrtmnally increafed.

however, of the ﬁrucmxe of this canal is -
conﬁdured in the prefcnt Lheones of ge-i. ‘4
- neration, merely as e Kciting or m*omotmg 7
; libxdmom purpofes we. fhall pafsion w ith
the phyfiologift to his examination of the -
| uterus, which feems alone. mtltled to his
refped, as he conﬁders every part of the.

"female vemtal fyﬂem chleﬁy as fubfPrvz- '
entodn, : L

As »every part,:

1
“"_tnough far from bem« cqtfal in every.
part, may be’ about a fixth. part of irs
e feems ve"y probable that this
, '13 rather bver-r -rating its proportions; andA
perhaps the flaccid ftate induced by.death,
B and its fubfequent effes, the time DI}J],‘
when thefe meafmements can be made,
- may have introduced u”volunta.y error.“k
Bur, as we have faid, there is no certain
.ty in thefe. meaﬁxrcments and we cannot
,fee, even in the theo: 1es ‘we. are fcxx..mu-;

Y

- 2 - ’ ‘.:’The, ;’-;
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. The uterus is in, f'ome re(‘pc‘ts a co*m-
: ’nuauor* of the vagina; and’ its cavxty

commumcmtes with that of the vagma by

a paffage fo fiall, -and perhaps curved as
‘to admit the fmﬂle{‘[ ftiler-with fome dif-" R
ﬁcult}. It is of a py: ramxdal ﬁfrure, with

its apek towards the »'agm'l but, to pro-
-ceed again to variable dtmenﬁons,vas its

: v1ty muft be very fmall. e
formed nearly of Lhe figure of the walls’
which compo{'e it Here, again, we fhall.
- ceafle to. follow he anatomift 3 for the re- ,'
."nmmng prowﬂrucs of the uterus, as the
thicknefs and: ehﬂmt) of 1ts ﬁxbﬁance,\

: gr:a.te(’t lﬂngch is ot above three fingers-
breadth, its mean ‘breadth i 1s not the half_.
of that quantity, “and its t!ncknef@, inclu-
'dmfr that of the Avalls themfelves, not

'zbove one ﬁ’wcr—bxcadch, its po(hble ca-

~the texture. of its fibres, t‘xe peculiaritics

Cof it veﬂclﬂ are- aLLnovwc(med by hmy
" not to be dxreéﬂ* CORQ‘&CV’C, or abiolu;c—.

ly necellary, to the firft effort of genera-

tion.  The ~zﬂcved frenerA tvr"eﬂ,ence oL

*hc uterzne fyfiem aircady alludcd to, da-
: : ' o rmg

PR
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rmg comon thourrh of confequ“nce in *he
. prefent theoncs “we _{hall ouly notice at
‘prefent, aswe fhall aftcrwards have a bet-.

" ter oppo'i'mmt} of attendmg to it. Let.

-us follow the anatomx(’c howe ever, 111 “’hat
be thinks moft eflential. -

“On each: ﬁde of the broad or upper end

of the uterus, the Faxlopxan tubes, by'

wmch the uterus and ovarra commum-

- cate, - have thpxr origin.’ Inall their

- comfe, wlnch ‘is of conﬁderable length,

they dire& tlxemﬁlves, ho“ cver, irregui--
larly towards the ovaria; and i in" their
- _progrefs; their dmmeLers, which, in Lheu
origin in the fubﬁance of the uterus, can

‘ f with difficulty, ‘as” he " 1fays,. admzt the

ﬁnalleﬂ: briftle, gradually increafe, and

- are abougone tlmd of an inch, whea they

begm rapxdly to- converge‘ "By this fud-

' oden contrac"txon Lhe tube xs in fad; dxf~

- -ij'contmued but part of its fubftance, con-

- tinued in anonher fox m, comes. in contaé’c
»yrith the ovaria

Thxs contmu ition con-

' ﬁxtutes the ﬁlnbnze, a very fingular’ ftrac-
~ ore, wlnch mn cercam cx:cumﬁanccs are
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thﬁed to embr*xcc, as it is caﬂed the
“ovaria, and to’ condu& their. produ& mto

the foramma or apmturcs of thc contrac-

 ries ofphyﬁologxﬁs. The hqmd fubﬂances
which thev contain poffefs all the evident -
e : quahtlcs ofI) mph 3 and farther, their ana-
= Iyfis has not yet been fansf*&&orxly pro('e-~ :
cuted —An idea hias at different times
_gone abroad, and has fometimes been pa— |
tronifed by the moft. rcipec’table names,
“that the ovaria are created to perform of-
fices fimilar to thofe of the’ teﬁxcles of the
male; and that the Fqllopxan tubes. are
their excretory duds. Nobody. will he<
fitate to “believe,” that thefe . bodies are
glands or are capable of pexf’ormmg of
fices fomewhat fimilar to what. we gene- ,
rally aﬂign to glands; but, furely, even >
in . our. prefent ordinary ftate of know-

. ted tubes. Y R 5
g’ - ltis m thxs marmel the anato*uﬁ cfh-

Bhfhcs a cominunication with ‘the ovaria
from thhout ; and though it be riot as fe-- |
gular and’ ﬁmple 4s the plogre(s of an ar-
tery or a vein,, or as “obvious and patent
as the pipe. bntween the fountain and the’
ciftern, he thmks it will decxﬁvely anfwcx
the purpofe. of pourmg the femen in fome ,,
fubﬁantnl ﬂnpe or other upon the ovaria.
-He next procccds to conﬁdcr_ the ovaria
themfelvc;;,thcxr fituation, and conneétxon. R
<Of their fitnation and connection, escept

e shich wehave
| the“' Comlgug}dm e mhbese‘;l:;uﬁncﬁ to chge, it will be difficulr to convince the
we nav
-ﬂrezdy atrended to,

Comewhat fHons raweft ftudent that they. fecrete and pour.
fme Their. fubﬁmce 18 doef?mte nuxibe"v / fcrth a fe.nmal flnid; fimilar in ics per-
and the ‘contain an indefi ce uble uahtxes and ﬁmxlar alfo in its

ies ficl };f a duﬂu{h femxtranfparcnt' ﬁ? g q 1 £ 1o d ;

of veficles ¢ which are di- efficacy, to that of the ma ¢; and that the
uaht}, thchz?vollucra ?g‘;clne;al e Fallopmn tubes are b} any means lme the
in&, though fimilar to th excretories of lands. Many whims have

f:;re of the govana. 'Ihefc veficles are the - s }

1 1 theo : we met v.'xth in the recorda of medxcme

0 fofmgu ani!o 1 fu ntxc T

' va, 3 ; o “*xc ' md pnyﬁolou}, and man) extraordmaxy
. B o ‘J /. V

‘ ,0@ ij:; Rl arrrx.«» .
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arvuments have we met with to fupport
them “but this one feems to be fo far out

of the range of argumem or ‘abiervation; °

" that to Jook farther into it would be. like

‘bringing the- artillery of berﬂlmr wgam& ,

my uncle Toby?’s {entry- -box. -

This is the defcfiption of the parts Pffen‘-’ .
-~ tialro,and directly concerned i, 1"npreg- o
nation on the fide of the female, as it is. ;’

given to US by the moft authm itative, and
what are callcd fqﬂnonable phyhologxﬁs.
Om account of it hias: been concife, but -

e truft it has been faithfual, althongh we

Jhave with dxfﬁculty been. able to conceal.

. +our fufpwom of its abfurdities. © As the:
parts of the malc, 1mmcdxatc1y fubfcr— oy
© vient to impr c”natxon are vm} lictle con=

cerncdvm the prefent p'n‘t of the inve-

{hgatlon we fhall not wait'to, “delineate
'*he'n but fhall proceed to conﬁder the -

manner in wh;ch thofe organs “of the fe-
ma\e are faid to’ fulﬁl their intentions.

~ And here we {hall give our ﬁlfpxcmns and -

rtﬁc&mns all the fCOpe which truth and:'

th" fﬁ\.b}”ﬂﬁfo of th pruvaxl‘ng theories
il

iy
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will warrant. ' The llttle we know of the

-male femcn, if we may ‘ufe the expref—

fion, and the" conﬁderatlon whmh is due'

to it, will appear in our. progrefs- as it re-.

quires to be difcuffed,

cHAPD
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-E\T that union of thc fexcs to whxch they

“are inftin@ively impelled, and which in

'fome manber . commenccs the vxﬁble cx—!
: 1ftence of animals. hLe our[’elves, the moft

: whxmﬁcal theorift hath never ventured to;

““doubt that the male a¢tually communi-

“cates fomcthmg to the female eH’enually
reqmﬁte to generanon. Though the ac-
tivity of the {femen has been frittered, a-

"Way, apd u:s mode ot aé”cxon bCPn tortu-
T SR roed

'iisi‘mzcﬁ.éﬂoﬁ.?x o sn

@

sed by evely effoxt of i mﬁenu:ty, comon*,
‘in'the human fubje& has always been al- -
Iowed to be ineffectual without it. On-the L
'p"'rt of the female, however, thokucrh we._"f.'.'_' 4
~ have heard much of the: fudden and vxo-‘_ -
lent expulﬁon of thc ovum from the.ova= -
_ria durmg coition, with its train of pe-
chhar fenfauons, and of the femen fur= -
‘nifhed by the ovaria, or ot'*er Pparts of the,'j.,
uterine fyftem ; syet we are mc'zpable of

‘eﬁablxﬂnng the probablhty of any altive

- and effential’ pxmcxple furmﬁxed b) the
female durmo coition. Much learmag’:,“ﬁ:
and agtention have: been beuov'ed upon“y,f ‘
‘this produé’tlon of the’ male; ‘but its na=_ -
"‘;‘turc and properties. are,’ newrthcleﬁ as?-f,"
 indiftin and unknow:) as- xf the phxlof'o-

pher had never. f'ubje:tcd it to hxs glaﬁ‘es,l

" nor the chemxﬁ to his furnace. Under the
: k"mcro“cope it wrefent:, like'. q]moﬁ: all
fluids, mmads of ammqlcules with: vhch B
‘deluhon the mgemous Leeuwcnhoek, and T
. the.more _ingenicus and fanciful Buff'on R
decor“ted their inor:-hved theoxms ; and :
‘ under txe torrures: of the chemiﬁ it ex=

S G bk
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'V‘lublts an a{Tcmblage of hetcrogeneom -
";'gxcdxents, completely unconned@ed with
- any thmg whlch our ideas are qualxﬁed‘;g
to ﬁxggeﬁ to ‘ws'concerning its'real and
| .ultxmatc purpofes. - This fluid, whatever -
its component parts may be, or however

it may be generared by the ‘male, be re="
wiined in the feminal veficles till'i 1t 1s re=
forbed; or tilkovenereal en_)oyment folicit :
-1ts e\:pulﬁon. When chis™ enjoyment-hap-"
‘}pens-—-wl1f‘n the whole genital {yftem of
the male is thrown'into a&ion by libidi-

~nous defire and exxrcxfe—-the femen ‘is

-thm'vn with - fome vehemence cer.amly'

mto the canal of the’ uterus. . Though we

“in géneral looL upon- this. as neceflary to
-fecundation, yet" it has been faid, and we-
, bcheve it' capable of proof, that fecanda- -

- tion has taken place when the femen has

- been depoﬁted barcly within' the labm.;
This, however,  is-not the place to extend’
‘the remark. I‘rom this canal ph}’ﬁOngl{lu g
ﬁém'détermlned‘ to believe that the femen
" not only pafles “into thc alleged cavity of .
thc uterus,’ but r.hatlt allo travels througl ’
: S R REEEE the

[
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g . e

flxe Fallopxan CUbeb, and s applxed by thetr ;
ﬁmbrxa: in {ome. very powerful manneri
.to the ovgria. It is no fooner applxed to .
'thef'e, than. one. or more of the ova are

‘ Acompletely fecundated by it and the,_‘

fimbriz, Gtill aH’e&ed by the venereal ot-

gafm, are ﬂllege(l to" apply themfelves vx-'_f";
; gorouﬂy to the - “ovariay and mftarxtly to

fqueeze the ‘ova from. r,hexr ‘capfules.
‘Thele ﬁmbu’re next dxre& the ova into the
fuppofed cavity of the tubes; .and thefe -

~ again condu@ them into the fuppofcd ca-’
vty of the uterus, where the great azd

complete evolution i is to take place. AL
this, - tedious- and comphca:ed -as ong

. ;.gwould fulpeé’c it to be, is alleged to hap-a_'
pen in the 1nﬁant of coition, . .

In the mfancy of anatomy this = rmnfrc—,
mcnc was. re[‘pef‘table and met the ima- -
‘gination upon its own, terms; and when

it was ‘afterwards ornamented with the
o aﬁ'ec"ted minutie. of: anatomu.al demon-
. ftrationy and delineated -in the fuxlen and
“.;'fafhdzbus pompoﬁty of, fyfle'n, it bewil~ |
- dered 1f ‘it dxd not convmcc. . Letus

vy .+ now
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. now’ e'-;amme the probabxhty of thxs theo-
1y If itbe founu d on obfcrvauon, e will
 _ not. ihrmk under. the finger of mveﬁnga—‘
“tion; and an author lmlc Lnown will not”™" .

give‘ murh celebrity and. fum to cav 11 and
bo]d comradx&xon.

~ We have faid, then, that tle Dh} folo-
gxft beheves, and mboul to prove, the'[t_:
pro"refs of the fémcn xtfclfthxouf*h the

_uterus and tubes ; and th?t it is° dxrec”tly

and thh little or mo variation in its na-
“ture spphed by’ ﬁmbn'r to Lhe ovaria.
The femcn in the f*vem: of coxt*m, is. cer-

tamly thirown out by d‘e penis ‘wich fome

force-“hough this force. muft in f‘omn ;
mealure. depend upon the vigour of the .
Cmale’ orﬂ*ans, and therc?mc muﬁ vary i

from the low et to the hlgheﬁ degrcc of

mour of v«hmh thefe oxnans can’ ‘be ful-‘

cepfxble. But hls fecretion, no matter At

- prefent whether of a mild or of a volatile -
and- penctmtmg nature, on’ its cxpnlﬁon ,
~ poffefles fo great fplﬁltude and tenacity,
that the prme&xnrr power of, the penis |
mmﬂ; thercby be, confdprab y counterac‘ ‘

N

Sy o g ed,
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w '

ted and its ef’f’eétalmoﬁ m{’cantly Weaken-
edor de{h‘oyed ~Without this,’ however,
‘or any otler afﬁﬁance from. the diminith--

ed vigour ofthe male organs; or from the

properties of the femen, the ftruCture and .
‘adtion of the vagina alone are capable of,

'fufpeqdmg, or even of overcoming, all the
~impetus thch the femen can poflibly de-
_rive from the male Nay; we hope o
“make it appear. by and bye, that the pecu- -
Tiar firucture of the vagma is. xntended'

for this very purpofe and we have alrea—“ |

".dy hinted our belief, . that 1mpregnanong}
‘has’ taken place when Lhe ppms was {carce- -

ly, if at all, wuhm the vagma.. At pre-

fent, however, we fhall only obferve, that -
the vacrma, from its f’cru&ure, and from_,

its unchallenged ufe in the act of comon, )

3 dlfpofpd {‘tronvly, and in. every ‘party -
~_embrace the penis; ‘and as the. _glands
muft’ thereby be clofely furrounded al-
| though it reach” not in every. perfon- to

the very | limits of the vagina (whxch bv’/

~the bye, there is the greate& reafon to be-

izcv almoﬂ: alwa)s happens), the ﬂxghc
.-and

a -
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and momentary lmpf.tus of the femeﬁ-
muﬂ thus' be very eﬂ'ec"tually refifted 5
- may, it muft’ undoubtedly b2 fubdued:’

“For’ although the penis {hould not ‘be able

to occupy the vagina to ‘its fundub, the
unoccupxcd fpace muf} cither be in a Rate

“of collapfe orsdiftended by fome ‘me-
dlum, and et this mediom be what it

~will, its refiftance muft be as cf}'c&ual as’
that of the ﬁronﬂeﬂ; bamer ; and'if it be

-not dxﬁendcd the power or preflure which

occafions its collapfe will overbalance or
e“mngm{h the impetus in que(’uon. -And -

-it may be added, that it is. much more |

probable that_ the - femen,’ meetmg “with

~ this refiftance, would rather ‘prefs back-

“wards becween the vagma and the penis,

- where it would meet with very lictle re- ,

ﬁﬁance the vagina being very generallv
by that time greatly- relaxed.

But allowing the properties of the f'c—
men to he. nowa}s unfavourable 10 its

- impetus, ‘the impetis to be very conﬁdeﬁ- ,

- rable, and the vagina to be no barrier. o

the progrefs of it} ; how. i is it to force 1 1ts

) 3
S

way

: S ¥ 7
SRR

v:ay mto the fuppofed cavxty of the ute=

ras? lhe apercure wlnch 1eads from the’ 1
*-:agma mto the uterus, is, in- fadt, no a-
'pcrturc at all Durmg mcn[’cruatxon, in-
.deed; it rertamly is perv1ous, but the
force thch is able to diftend thc uterme -
k’ blood~veﬁ'els perhaps to: rupmre ‘or, what .

is much more, prob'xble and feaﬁble, the

“firong propelhng power. of _she uterus it="

~ {elf, may be. adrmtted o be able to force Ly

E iorwmd the blood or to dwm xcate eveu 2,
*he r1gxd fides of the os tinez, {'o far as o -

ermit the compreﬁed blood to ooze gra-
dually and flowly’ through its channcl :
without ‘deftroying any part of our argu-

~ment; and if during. pregnancy: the, aper-" :
ture be certam but which, we. apprchend i
s very. “doubtful, it’is eaﬁly to -be ac~
counted for. T his aperture is always dc-
© feribed as capable of admitting 2 very

~{mall probe- but “this s, no proof that it
‘13 'always, and naturaﬂ), pervmus. Lf I__,
.put my hand _into ‘the -mouth ‘of a can-
non, 1find .m apermre s> but if. I thruﬁ;-‘
y ﬁnocr by ’rorce betwecn my'hp»;a

o T clofclv :

-9 ; . i b.);‘
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clofely fhut, am I to {'ay I found an aper-,

ture here alfo ? In the ordmary and ﬁmple

‘ufe of language, we| underftand an apcr-"

ture to be that where the formmg fides

“are not contiguous, and where the paﬂ~ age-
bctwean them is compIece and ‘uninter-

lupted, a- defcription which will by no

means apply here.  This {uppofed aper-
ture betweenerhe uterus and the vagina -
“is of fome length ; its fides are ngld and-
ﬁrx&ly contiguous, and incapable of fud-
den - ~dilatation; and, ‘befides, the parts 7‘
“which compoﬁ. it are always very r'onﬁ-

‘ derably prominent, and often penﬁ]e in

the vagma (B) H [o that che paﬁhfre through - |

thlS

(13) ‘When 1 atte’zded Dr Haml on’s lying-in. ward (the

'Dre'cnt ﬂorth} prof:f’or of mxdu-xfery in the umverft} of*

- Edinburgh, to whom I and many ftudents are under ihe

greatelt oblizations, not’orly as a “teacher, but as a friend),

" of whi ch I had the chnrgc: in his. ablence, a wornan apphul
. tometo, be admitted as near the tims of Ler celx:cr} ‘Our’
j:jrule was, when any thing fufpicious ‘appeared, to. examine

ymenm, a,,thcy frcqnmd) xmnofcd upon Ua ‘in ore

’ é-r to vc! a fev* weeks hvmc' in tnf' ward, “On c*:a'mm'ur-‘

e e T ‘!*!“
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this, and that through the pc.us c:m'
fearcely. ever bccome contmuous. Let us

" add, that a very refpeé‘tab]e aumor Dr
. ~Par['ons, hath Iong ago faid,. that it plamn_
.1y appears by tbc ﬁru&urc of thc CErvix,
. that nothmﬂ' was cver mtended to pafs

from the vagina 1m0 <he uterus by this
trad, becaufe it 1s e‘mcnﬂdy arrau, and

_pretty long, and has a n“mber of glﬂnds
within it, aﬁ'ordmg a ﬁronfv mucus, and .

ﬁrx.b, and wrmk!es to w hxch tha matter

““adheres, in’ order to ftop up tbe paﬂ%ge
~even from' the ingrefs of .air. Izow .of-
" ten, too, has dus alleged ‘aperture, nay,

how nftcn has the vagina itfel if, been en--

tirely blocked ap. by pxetcrmmral ob-
f"t"truéhous and concepuon ‘neverthelefs

taken» :

ug woman [ was comcmdcd 1 found the _cezvix - I)arr~

mg down at h"ﬁ an- mch into the vegring,- a‘)ou st ’}ne
“nels of my l tle finger, and xen flaceid’; and irs ..pe;tvr., .(r -

to ufc xx,c word, was Derf*cﬂv dii ang"xﬂvaa e -] dnrm. fed -

her as not m her tmc, bu; with an order to returm; \whl\_u
fre never did ;- 5 and- I never heard rrore of her. I fmc re<e

gretted fince Ty want of cunofu ; but at that time my fu.

‘€ies Wwere ot dired ed to the oL:eL. of the p*cf&ng pLUxtn- .
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‘ then place.

{..ty with whxch thcy have been recorded

'_jlewe us no’ room to ‘evade Lhe argument,
by allevmg, that thefe obﬂrué‘tmg mem= -

“branes were mcompletc,' or were ge-

. 'neralcd after conception had taken places :
We may:add, too,. that moft of the aus

“thors who have ‘furnifhed us thh thefe

" difcoveries were. highly refpc&able, and
“ had little predxle&mn for any pamculav
"‘»theory ; and we may, v*uhout the appears -
- ance of cxeduhty or em avagance, fuppofe -
‘that fimilar cafes may ‘have often happen-
. ed,‘and ‘been burxed in thé grave with -
\\ e fhall brmg forward a’_:

: ,theu nétxms.
'Fev' mﬁanccs. o =

- Gmllemeau tells us, that in 1 "\/Iay, ﬁ‘:-v K
_”teen thdred and fewzn, M de la Noué, .
;rWOTD furgcon, and furvcon m ordma"y'

“to the-king, was. “called to. vifit a young

; ’fwomarx of Paris. She had been fummon—fi
. ed by her hulband to appear. before the
© . proper ‘magiftrate, under the. charge of

”Demb pregernatuxally formcd and the

Inf‘cancco of thlS have often
cccurred 5 and the precxﬁon and authon—- :

: .-by'.

ERr e T

S :‘m’uoNA'r‘foﬁ;“ =

. : . 5
’by of bemtr enm‘ely mcapacuel ﬁom pcr- o
~forming ‘the functions- neceffary and pro= .
~per 1. the’ mamed ftate. . A midwife was .
; ~'Called at the fame time. ' On examination, '
it-was found: that, at the external orifice- -
_of the uterus, the paffage was blocked up:.
“bya {h‘ong ha rd membrane, {o rigid that =
‘it could mot be praﬂ’ed “in by the finger,” "
. much lefs would it give way to the cfforts”
~of the penis ‘of ‘the hufband, who by his
‘vigorous ‘exertions had brought upon hlm- .
Cfelfa paraplnmoﬁs.. it was therefore con- "

)‘"&-« .

«

: cluded that the hufband had proper caufc L

band

of complam- but that the: inconvenicnce
.or malady complamed of was remediable.
On'this opinion two other fworn furgeonsz
' of Paris were ‘called in by the hufhand;
and it was. concluded by the three that =

an opening" thould be made through the

He was, howevex

S cffending membrane which was accord—" |
) ngl} ‘done, and uroperlv healed up,’ to -
. “the comfort and {atisfadtion of the huf-

offended with

La Voue, who  had {uggefted that - his

fpoufc was w1th child :

and an honeft

oD, mid-
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. mxdmfe fo{‘ercd the c.hagrm b} aﬁ'urmg
~him, that it was_faying and fuppofing 2

- thing as 1mpofﬁble that this young wo=

“man of eighteen years of age® could be"

thh child while “her hufband nad ne-‘ :

ver pcn"trated the clau{’crum Vn‘"‘lnltatls,

‘as that a barn ‘could be-filled by only
“threfhing at the door. Qn the honeft

. midwife’s ftar ung “thefe doub..s in the huf-

- band’s breaft; another furgeon was call-

ed; Who, hLe the mxdwxfe, was at firlt in-

credulous but afterwards Jomed in thef
~ opinion’ of hxs bruthrcn “and they were.,_"
C-all rejm..ed when, at the end of four
months from the operation; their, patient,

.+ was fafely dehvered of a dwghter at its

full time.

- This 'lb evxdcnﬂy the ﬁ.me cafe wx*hv :
d1 at of the goldfmith’s \ufc phbhﬂlﬁ(. in

© the Chirurgical Obfery wtions of Hilda-
_ nus, no;wuhihmdm the flight 1'an'mom ;
in the narrative. Hddmus h owcvcr, has
added a very material cxrcmnﬂfmce not’
zﬁkcn notice of by. .Guillemeau : He. tel} :

s, rhm m the oLitmc’hng mcmbrme

EJ :

rhernf

‘MPRE‘G:&ATioié.' A '5'?;'

» *herc were anumber of e*{ceedmgﬁnall per—

forations; ¢ fed quod fummopere notan~ -

; dum (fays hc) ‘membrana illa-hine inde
% palvls cx!guquue foraminulis ad menfes *
o expurgandos per forata™ fucrat * Guille -
i i_mcau ‘has_alfo recorded _another - cafe;

"Where the vagma, “he ﬁgys, was {o mrrow’ :
as to admlt the fmalleft probe with diffix’ ‘
» culty But 1t is fo imilarto a cafe whxchﬁi

we fhall quofe from R xolun that wc {hal‘

ot ¢ tranfcribe it

_Cofme Viardel; fufgeon to the queen»"

, __*of I‘rance, tells - us, that he was conf'ulted»“

by a friend who had been four months
married, but whe always had found, the

" *,‘utmo& dlﬁiculty in  cohabiting with his -
wife; but that his wife had nev certhelefs -
” j;becom” pregnant; although the femen, ap-*
éparentl}, had not been thrown farther -
B _‘,thm a very licele way above the external |
' ’;arxﬁce. He prOpofed e\ammmg the paxts -
~of the woman; which was .ubmxtted to:"
~and he found about ‘the middle of the va-
B gma Py very large ml!oﬁtv and’ Inrdnefb,{

* une mlloﬁte et dureté tres- -grande,”
3})2 7 which
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wlnch had contrn&ed the parts and blockelg
upthe paf{‘agem f'uchadegree thathe. couh |
‘fcarcely introduce a boug1e° in {hort, the .

c {haxtnefq was {0 great, that the patt‘s,l
hé exprefles it, wanted very litele offco 1e: |
. Ting : altooether. He brought on a fuppu-.

‘ration 3’ and the wpman was dehvered m
2

due time with eafe and fafety
In the Hjl ode I lcad. 1712, We have
the follov"mg cafe: M. Antoine, furgeon:
~at Mery- _fur-Siene, was _confulted by 2 .
woman who had been marned at ﬁ.&teeri
years of age.. “The vagina at the external
~ orifice would, fear cely. admita goofe quﬂl

and. M., Antoine thought it was ftill nar-
- rower rowards: the uterus. - A young vi-

”J»gorous hufband, fays. the furgeon, had

long’ laboured hard to ope ena paﬁ‘mge but.,.

' ‘-- vxthout the lea[’c fuccefs. : About eleven
vears’ afterwards, {he became with chxld
> althourrb the hufb:md had not advanced 2

- bit fa.rther'than on his firft . atcempt. 1

the fame Hlﬁory for. 1/48 we meet with
2 cafe petfe&ly ﬁtml"r 0. thx from I\GI)

I’\IPRIGNATIO”\. o : 53’

de- ]a Tonfon, furgeon of the m’u‘me at
Breﬁ ’ PRI : *

Rlolan, in his’ chapter “De cerv1ce ute-
.ri,” tells us, that he fauw a Woman at Parxs :

who m'werydxﬁicult Iabour, had theparts ,

mxferably lacerated ; and that in’ conf'e-
- quence the nymphz. ar;\d the four carun-
cles had grown together fo tightly, that the
paﬁ'me into the vagina fearcely’ admltted "
-the point: of a fimall'probe. - Nevertheleﬁ',
fourteen years afterwards, when -this coa-
lelcence muﬁ have acquued great rigidi~
 ty, this’ WUman concewed and the Coalef=-"
_cence was overcome by the pams of la— :
bour., ' Thoe o
4 would however occupy too much

“of our room, and w ould-alfo become tire- -
fome to the. readex, to bring forward at -
full lenath evcry cafe of narrow entrance
“into the vagina: we. {hali therefore xnfert
only one more, wlnch isnot yet upon re--
cord, and which ought not to'be lolt.- Mv
learned "rxend Dr Skene of Aberdeen m- -
formecr me, that | ‘many years ago he was
Cd’lled to aﬁiﬂ' m a dlﬂicult cafein nud-
' D 3 w1fery i o



vvxfery two othcr p‘lyﬁcnns alfo utend— .
ed. lrwasa firlt labour ;

beeu firong for

°md permeum were, protruded and great-

ULATIO"‘IS O"q

the. pams had

feveral days; and the anus

Iy ftretcheds A th'cL flefhy membrane

(ccrtamlj, the hy men)
the vaging, “there heing

'ﬂmoﬁ clofed: uvp -
only a fmall per-

“foration near the methm, which would
fcarcely admlt @ qmll even’ dm‘mn' the ut-l

" moft feverity of the pama ;

{fame rxgxdxty,
~of daﬁenﬁon.

br‘ne ’and the p'uns unmﬂmate;
~down the child
m‘ner urwmﬂ‘mces,

e\tm& w:th thc uotcbc

v I tius {clcalon ofc {'cs, v{hmc thc vae -
© gina was almoft {hut op, we h

*ed tb c'xfc_ from- fauxlle.ne'm-

others- “have quot»d it
i wmpkte occluﬁon. - We:

ch‘mﬁ, qs we

Hxlcl(xntx w ho fays,

" *’anbraw \:m

e

and, from thc
~the vagina was mcapab}e e
They dwldcd dxe mem—"’*“
y forced .
v'hu,h, ho vEVETy ;rom“,

thcx were cbhged 0

ave admit- B
thourrh;
as- ‘an m{‘tmce of -
have: done f'o i
‘nv alrcady fug recfted, we
bchcve 1t t() bc the fame cafe thb that of"
thm du_ obﬁru&mrf
s fu‘l oi cxcu%.ng mmuw

R ;fC"»‘a,

-
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)nrforauons. lf the reader wx{h to  fee
xsxorc cafes to.this purpofe, whether de-. '
ependmg on malconformauon or. on;'

< the effe@ of dxfeafe we fhall refer hun to

gzzyg;l;th volume o:F Hal'l.cr s Llcments of; i

. Thefe. furely are {’crgng fa&s and ar-.'
guments agamf’c the progrefs of the femen :
through the vagina: butewhat fhall we
fay of the cafe’ mentioned- by. Ruyfch? |
Thaf’emmcnt anatomxﬁ; tells us, that he |
" had feen x.npregnauon take place, not on-
-y when the uterus was hanging partly |
out of the body, or. When the hymen was. :
entire; but he had feen it take place when |
‘the hymen was entire, and when another '
ﬂrong memL*me, ‘behind tl‘e by men
compiete]y blocked up the vagma. We car;

nardly venture " to adduce the cafe pub- >~

hﬁ‘ed by Dr. Sunfon of St Andrews, in
~the Edmburrvh Medical ﬁ’ays, 3.vhere’thv |
onﬁge of the uterus was completeiy :
grown toccthex “as there is Tome reafon
“to .apprehend that the woman. hadbeen

:*nme"mtcd before” t‘ns co%xcuon had

sty al

‘/»‘1 ’ - B c L -
e D ’ S qu—M
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e
_ taken place i thouvh, as thc cafe is told, ’
the reverfc may be believed. ‘
~1n this review we ‘muft not omn: an au- .
~thor of no mean renown, who, dcternn- .
‘ned to place. his - rendezvous. of the male.
and female femenin the cavity of the ute- -
rus, ﬁudmg himfelf mcapable of unt}mg:
the, Gordian, falrfy cut it afunder.” He
avers, that, during coition; the male or= f
- gan. forces . its’ way throvgh this . bar=
rier, fo formidable to us, into the auvity
of the uterus, v'hxch kindly aﬂx(’cc; n thc'v
“operation by means, of the ligaments puls
" ling it down over the glans, much in the
. fame. manner as we' draw on our mght»-
~éaps with both hands. - Of this office of
. the ligaments we can. fay. httxc, though, it
"furely muft be pretry poteat, and the pe—'
" nis, too, muft bé capable of a proncr re-
 fiftance—Sad work this f-—TﬂI Riolan, or
| _;fome othcr advocate for - this opmmn, fa-
~.vour us W:'h fomcdnng more perﬁmnve,
Cas we caunot help bchcvmw thouqh we

) ;"‘h ot take up sur time with a- prooF

Jnt t‘*e v:»ffmh, Dabl“ of fo much dila
R R R tﬂ.txov

n B E o

g MPREGNATION. ATt T

,,} : oL . '

tatton wxll be moxe '1pt o nge Way to

zhc unpulfe of the penis, and ‘thereby the
_.arterus be duven before it, than rhat the
uterus {hould by- any, _means be forced

~over its plans. “Thefe: fublime ‘ideas are-
 rather hmlhr to--thofe’ of alearned pror
- feflor,. who taught, that in the impregna- -
_tion Sf frogc, the femen paffed throu;_.,h
~ the toes of the male into the axilla of the
- female, whence it travclled into the tho-
Tax; or of another; who taught that fpar-
‘rows ‘and - pxgeons were, 1mptegmtcd by
_ the mouth. . ' - QU

By what means, then, 1s the femen

~“enabled to force its Way‘mto the ute-’
rus? _Weé have feen that the 1mpems
: trlwhxch it derives from the projetile power
_ of the male orgms is feeble and tranﬁto— :
‘ry ; that the vagina and os tince, in a-na~
* fural' flate, “are capable of dwxdmgr and
“deftroving it qltogcther ; and, that, from-
“difeafe, or m- konformanon wnen ‘im-'
"pre,;‘nanon has tvken place, they. cermml}
have done {o; and nobodv !ns yet been
ﬁ"‘ﬂl enough 0 fuppo“e th?,t any Lmd of

[ at"

A})A" T B
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.i‘attraé’uon can pofﬁbly emf‘t in fuch a

“ftructure. ‘And as, we. think, we have ful--
ly eﬁabh{hed and proved all this, it m'\y-,;_
- appear idle ‘to proceed farther- and we
therefore - mxght here, put an end to- our:

LY

 critical inquiry: but as it has. been alle- -

ged by fome, who are fond of the old opi-

nions, that, in theﬁ. Speculatxons we have

- only advanced arguments againft- falls, .

and that the fcmen, under its common
' appearance, as it 1s thrown out by the -

~ male, has poﬁnvel) been dete&ed noton-. .
-ly in the uterus, but- even in the: I‘;.llo- i

pian tubes—let us: thercfoxe, for:the pre-

dent, vrave wh'xt we thm ,undemable m

-our former fac”ts and ar. "uments and ad=""
mit the propclhn« power of the penis o,

e firong and: permaneat ;. _the vagina to

_»'be 'dways {o - accurately occu'ned by t‘le’

-penis, that the male urethra: and os tince

. are contmuous, ‘and that the ﬁ{Ture of the
Taftis rem’ixly permnble, cither by the-pe-
" nis itfelfor by the femen: Let us fee how
s progle{'e through thefe parts i%. afcer- -
*amane md to bs. dccoumed for, . Du'{.A

i,.k ]

IMPREG\TATIO‘Q.[" "595 x

*

ult as’ the former obﬁacles were we fhall

;ﬁnd thcm mcreafe wuh eVCry ﬂ:ep we

All thefe qrguments whxch were qddu-, -

ced agamﬁ the poﬁibxhty of a pervious -
,commumcanon between the vagina and
uterus, are, equally valid agamf’( the exift= "
ence of a real cavity in the uterus, in its -

natural and. ummpregnated Pate. Ifan

}-oxblcular and hollow veflel be formed of
_fuch materials that it can be co*npxeﬁ'ec. L
i“wuhout rupture, and. its fides’ rendered

completely contxguous, 18’ mvxty is fure=

ly deftroyed, and it ceafes to be a hollow
- veflel—If the mL-glafs wlnch is ﬁ;tmw ’
'before me, when it was flexible and in -
-the hands of the w oeran, had been ﬂat—i”
i-.tened and 1 its fides rendered as perfed ’Hvé_:'

contiguous as two ordinary furfaces may-
be. fuppofed ca paule of, would. any ork.i‘

“then have caned it a uOllO\V vellel,
‘doubted wnether its cavity was obhtexa«_
ted? It 1s ‘the fa.me

, T‘rom 13

vich “the urerus.
s ftruture, its fides furely coa-
Eerce, xf we mav fo ufe the w ord in its

natural

N . “. e IO “‘,
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Pnatural Bnte, though frorn its texturav‘
and elaﬁlcxt), thefe fides may be thrown .
tho fuch a figure as may conflitute a ¢a= -
vity. But in coition, with all its uncom-
“mon ph'enomena, ‘what charm have wek
now left to -overcome “this coaleﬁ:encc,{
z2nd form this cavity ‘of the denfe and ri- -

‘gid walls wf the uterus 2 Is the penis,. af-

""Ler breang up the barrier ‘of the cervix,
~to make a lodgment. herc . or is the ims
© petus com'numcared to the femen’ fhll.
to be had rccourfe o Thow‘h females

1 may have ﬁnwmne 'deas of thefe thmvs,

Cwe muft (uppofe the ph)ﬁ{)lomﬁc toiling
A*hroumx the una‘.armmg and’ chilly or-
} ""ﬂa of the dead; can furnifh us with -
nore fubﬁmtw.l reafons. © He has; not-.
" done fo: he has'left us to lean upon this
o rgnment ‘becaule it is now his’ only one,
~zpd-he cannot afford to parc; with it. Af-
ter the: ;‘.C’{s and - "rfrumcnts thch we
“ . have. ﬂdduc ed, it muﬁ naw avail but
"’7x4‘c ;" and the {rmll aid w ‘hich he- would:

o fam drﬂ*v from an 'alicgcd periftalric. mo-

zm, in thls part of the fyi‘ten and-thF‘

v SO . vu!‘»f

A

FEN PR o e
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nm‘gefcence whxch he fuppof'es to hapy;n
during. coition, both-as aiding and accele- .
rating thc pronrefé of the femen, fhail be_: ’

f’xtxsfaé’conly noticed by and bye.

.1 have’ alre'ldy faid, that fome Iﬁedlcair :
men, averfe to the hypotheﬁs contained

in the['e bpeculauons, allege, that the, ar—fv

guments reft on the. 1mpo{’ibxhty of that -
taking place, which anatomifts afﬁrmt |
they have feen in dxffe&mg living bodies

of brutes.- Prqudxce 1s.an. abommﬂole‘

DulwarL agamﬂ; improvement. “We: havel

-certamly been told by different. a\.lth()l'a,;.‘.,

and fome of thefe. of charac”ccr that they "

“have pofitively feen the femen fo;ourrm.grs
1n the '1Heged cavity of the nierus 3 may,
“af my memory do not fail mc, it 1s faid”

to have been . actually dxfcovercd even in”

~the Falloplan tubes. The(s fﬂgacxous au-g‘

thors mlghc, with’ as little rifk of reputa-
tion, have aﬁirmed ‘that they. had - feen

{now in the waters of the lake at m:d-—‘
fummer. ‘Haller 1ndeed tells us; that m.f"

hy ﬁeroma'}m he has’ feena wlnte lxquor in

: thc uterus, but it never entcred into his

e 0 head”
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fhead that it was femen. ’\’on gapm faw

:_:{'omel:hmrr hke it, but dld not: bclxeve it ;

to be fo; and Hﬂ.rvey, who m'zdc fo many
obferva t:ons on. brutf’s, never faw the fe-"
’:;\mcn in- the utcrus. , The amtomxﬁs veho
| “hwe feen: thxs mnaclc and thofe: ‘who

= have affected to believe ;t, did not Lnow, -

- or did not choofc to tecolké’t becaufe it -
bmaac qgamft prccanccwed cpinion, that -
the femen fubjc&ed to heat, efpecially to -
'~ that moilt heat wmch 1t muﬁ neceﬁ‘arzly
" meet with as- f00ﬂ as it is left evenin ‘the
caml of the uterus, {'uon loie§ irs 1pxﬂ1tude
~and tmacny 'md becomes very. fubully
ﬁmfl and almoft “colourlefs: Beﬁ‘des, 1;
s um\u& ly acknowledged; that the‘
g1 reatelt’ part of the femen is- alv*a}s im=
| dnLely 'zficr coition, rejected by- the
fmnle. , \Vheq we have atténded to thw
ncrrlxﬂcnce, thls cr cdnht}, and this. mmb—
fition, 10 the “theorics of gencratxon we
- need not marvel at the’ '}pnu‘ue to difco=
Cyeryy the f*zcxht“ wich w mh dxfwvex‘cu
f-::' creep: into notice, and the folemaity thb
v.h.ch ti‘e} obtrw‘e thr.mfdvcsa inte {7+
BRI e ﬂ.un:.

‘ni"ien'is"‘. But hacl thef‘c notonous obferverr' .
had no partxcular end in view, or no hy-" .
' potheﬁs to- fupport ; or had they poﬁ'effed
“the Judﬂ"mcnt and difcretion "of Haller,
: Morgagm, and- Harvey-—they ‘would no-

more have difcovered the femen lodgcd in
the uterus cr the tubes, than they would
have furprifed the. foul takmg fnuﬁ' upon
the, pmcal gland. :

It may be added- hc*e, in oppoﬁtxon to

‘thefe p.crended ob(ervatxons and dlfcowe-
ries, that'ic is unerlyélmprqbablqto fup- '
- pofe, that any, opportunity ever can ac-
‘cur where the anatomift fhall be able to .
“trace the aQual and vifible progrefs of the
-femen in the human female with any fha—~
' dow of fuccefs ;- and what he may d1fco-
ver by: dxffe&xons of the lefs pPrfe& ani-

mals, can never be admxtted as a proof of
svhat may happen ‘in the human fubjedt,
lfforcxgn and inappofite inferences are: fu-

ftained, Who knows irito what w hxmﬁca‘
pe\uhuans the phenomem of .the more .
I’fdtgrn.ucd ammqlo m'zy lead the torturing
y 'nhonax)? The ltalian Abbes new-fa-

LR ﬂnoned

mmnc\mnow. R -

B
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: :'i‘uoned bxecchcs may create more dxﬁurb-
B ;ancc, and more embarr ﬂ.ﬁment to (cxence,
_-than the honeﬁ gentleman dreqmed of
and his f'y'mges may not always remaln in’
' the haods-of phxlofﬂphcrs. o T
. However, let us again. fuppafe ‘that’ all
: thefe arguments and fadls. “gamft the pre- |
- vailing fyftem aré mconcluﬁve or fallaci- :
ous, and. that the. femen a(‘?cmll} has cf-
. feled a Iodgment in the uterus; ftill it:
" has a long and intricate trac’t to traver fe,
and. many difficultics to encounter, be--
- fore it can reach’ the 0'»21!'1;;-" l’hyf' tolo-
Cgifts were engaged ‘when they conducted
‘it fo far out -of its way, to’ fee it fafe at
‘the end of its wanderings ; and 2 Lcordmg—
iy, as the -path became’ more. perplexu:i
~ their eirotts became more daring and de-
fperate. Hence when they found them—
felves unab]e to carry the femen farthen
*orward in the ftate and- ‘confitence of fe-
men, they *’er} wx{'cly converted the ute-
“rus into a ﬁ:ﬂ changmg the femen intoa
: ar‘.ncfer'xble vapour, to be-elevated as it
' mwht———h'zpp} ph) ﬁologlﬁs '-——-nhlle fom;
| 0

. mPRnGI‘ATmN'f e 65, ’
of them perfevered in the behef thu it

o,

o 3&”“”}’ afcended: through the tubes i in m
; gxofé and vnﬁole ﬂ)ape. ' o

‘The Faiiopmn tubes, " then, rnrourrh

" which the femen has now to pafs, briginate
‘ near thc fundus of the uterus, by aper-

turcs fo minute as to efc(xpe the niceft

B fearch and are fo. con;rzve(. that even air

cannot be foxccd from the sterus through ™
them, though from tbc tubes it may be .

) forced into the uterus, ‘but. with diffical~ -
ey, They increafe rapidly” in their dia- .
. metérs ; and ‘their capqcmes, when dila-

ted, may be about one-third of an inch

g v’hen they approximaze the ovaria. Hpre,
.agun, hqwevex thev fud }cnlv conna& \
leaving only a very {mal] ¢ opmlno; ‘while ©
~their fabftance is (ml contmued and is

panded into that membranons, pmted

4nd ja ged fringe, which is conuguous,
-and famcnmeq attached, to the ovaria, By
w hat law of nature, by what effort of ity
* s the femen to’be urged into thefz tubes,
whzchﬂvc have found macceflible even to .
*;oihmon an' propelled by ev:dent fmce?

"‘:)7;’. ) o e )

et
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| di-
1ot fuppofe it capable of ading in a di-

60 o sucunmzovs on L
und‘khow is it to be condu&ed tl;rougg
Vr)tms conxcal and comoluted czmalI 1‘;?
i it pafs the tubcs, aremarkable qvms
. ftion crofles our way: '\Vhy do.not t{) i
' ;f'lways follow fortunate coition, as bo

| "the ovaria are to be fuppofed equally at=

- "mckcd, (.nd equaﬂy prepared - ‘But. can

the {emen now poffefs any adtive force, fto
id perfo-~
‘ vmtro".ucc 1tf&1,t throuwh the rigid pe

. U t y € -bed

ubcs may actas
Jnt the movths of thc 1 Y |

\d o
" the 'nouchs of- abfoxbents. Bur- 31105 ing

y w'
them to. do fo, that adk: on.w ill be too {lo .
s + .
" and feeble for the difpatch and exertion -
i
1eqmﬁte' 'md it muft foon be difcont

n a
'nued as the ftruc"turc of the tubcs foo

| Cog]ed e{fentxauy dlﬂ—erent., Thn ftl" R

nwhtmg power of the "emen, if it have
any, muft {oon be loft ina velfl which it
3 25 not qmm ity to diflend ; and we can-

the
*redion completely oppoﬁte to what 1 1} thg,
*xeceﬁary and acknowledged o{'icp of the

rritability tllat‘ztlw-__
3 i’c be bx mltabx..; ¢
\“Ps. th imigbitty mum

" the nmbrm’ attached or not.
- mifts here have recourfe to- the }oofc and

e
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-
©ovam’ is conveycd into the uterus from:
‘the ovaria; and we know no veflels in
~any part of the body whofe: adtion 15
double and contrary ‘But, again, allow-

" ing ‘the femen to have _traverfed all the.

~rounds “we have. mentloned under all
thexr dlﬂicultzes when' it ‘arrives at the

termmatxons of the tubes how is it to" be

- applied to thc ovaria ? The  subes and the

‘ovaria can neither be faid to be contigu-
ous nor continuous ; and’ though fome of
~the. fimbriz in parueular perfons ‘have

- been found attacncd to the ovaria, they
-are not always fo, nor do we fee how

they could - effet * this purpofe though

- they were fo; and the. foramen of the’

tubes is a]ways conﬁderably diftant, be

If. anato- k

1ﬁonary conjectures « concernmg the aura
feminalis, and the fpmtus wemtahs, we'
apprehend they cannot’ avail them ; fox‘

befides the abfurdlty of this chemlcal al-

jLexauon of the nature of the femen, our
; Pon.n*r ar O"lencnts are cqual]y vahd againft

1*3

'ﬂl‘ e R
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s alleged pmfrrcfs in any ihape. Aft}ir |
thus bringing forward and examiningthe

prevallmg theoreucal ideas refpeé’tmghth:
‘power-of the male; let us now fec hov

e
" far the female. exertions, according to “th |
es in
fame 1deas, W111 iupport th" do@mn

. T
<y -

- queftion. .

e )

: ”BITHERTO aH our mqumes ;-nd obifers
- vations, in_the examination -of this eltas -
- bhfhed theory, have been. du‘e&ed chxeﬂy g
- _.to on€. purpofe.‘ We have fupp-fed,’ alongu ,

_‘*’mth thefe Theorifts, th at the- temale or=

_gans dlreﬁly emploved m comon were

THE SAD/IE E‘{AMI\IATIO CONTTNUTD L

WITH MORE PAR' I‘ICULAR ATTENTION
~TO THE FEMALE ORGANS, ESPECIAL:

L LY DURING COITIO\:

r‘hleﬂy paflive. It remains to be demon~"

ftrated, whether, abettmrr or deﬁroymgi':
°hat./meory, they be mther ‘really fo,
.o tbclr a*.(fhvxcy0 7be nextLer abfolutely -

S f* ' -
SR 3. . mecef~
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"'-neceﬁ‘ n‘y nor. ufeful to the ultlmate in-
| ’tcntxons of comon ? This will not detam

- us long ; nor docs it feem to requxre much o

nvcﬁ:gquon or: f'!gacxcy

- Authors have 'dways been quer to eﬁa-,
bh{h the certainty of a conﬁderable afllox
~ of blood to the. female organs, and ronfe-
- quent tm‘gxdxty, during the voluptuous

~ commumcatxon of the fexes. Thisisa -

. wondcrful prop to their conge&ures ; and:
it has loft none of its probability in the
eloquence which they have lavifhly, 1nd‘
perhaps rather indecoroufly, beftowed up-

on it. - This afflux, and . confequent tur- -

gidity; - Lhey fuppofc originates, like the

erc@ion of the penis, from the ftrength of

~libidinous. 1deas, and oxher local i 1rr1tat1ng

‘caufes; and is intended by, Nature, fay i
. they to- mduce atenfion in the female or- -
] g
gans, that the progrefs of the femen may
3.

: ':therebx be facilitated. Strange this! that

Ca one time & tenfion is to be induced i in
‘order to make the paths we have been tra- -

. verfing more pervxous- while “at+other
}~ Times - dns fame tcnﬁon, from. the fame

s

. means,

>
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me hs; is to mduce co.lﬂn Qion for the
f'"zme pu"pofes. Though howwer they
bc 1eve this tenfion to prevail- gencr“l—
I] over. thc gemta] 1y ftem of the female
" during comon, yet they are rather difpo-
fed to limit its exercife and mﬁuence to
the I‘allopnn tubes, * Thefe' tubés; it is
ﬂud are rcmarkably dilténded durmg co-
ition, by thaz blood - ruthipg into the nu~
‘merous veffels that - creep between their
coats, by which 1 means they?re erected;and
their ‘imbrxated terminations are apphed
_to the ovaria; and, it is gravely aaded
~that dxiTeéhons of gravnd women, and the
comparatxve anatomy of  brutes, corrobg=
rate this opinion. Wert :"t‘not for the fe-
rious refpedt with v'hmh this’ anatomica 1)
obfervatxon, like the ﬁory frthe femenin
the uterus or tubes, hath fdr a length. of
“time, and by, wery mteihgent authoxs
been f'zvoured, nobod; would furelv be ;
at thc pains of dete@ing. the abfurdicy of
A]lowmg that this tu‘,glditg, with all -
ns concomitant ctrcumﬁance‘ ézwily hap-'
pcnb in: thc hvmg fubjec’} “hoy can it be |
. " E a4
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' fuppofcd to exxﬁ in 1 cmrcaﬁ, ﬂaccxd wuh
~deach; and; as muft be the ‘cafe in the. .
/human fubje& ‘where_ death muﬁ; have
_taken place a very confiderable time ? ? But

“this tuwtdxty, though it fomeumes may: -

- happen, and moft probably in a degree

very hmltcd to Wlnt is alleged, does

not - 'xlv’ays lmppcn and" when it r..al- '
“ly does, it {eems rather to be the com-

‘ ;'pamon and promotel of hbldmous grati-
ﬁcmon than a prmcxpdl and eflential re~

. quifite to concepnon. s well Lnown,;
t’mc to many women the c*nbraces of the -

~ male are extremely, pm‘xaps completcly, ‘

" indifferent, and to fome they are evel
E dxnrrneaole, yet even thefe women are

Jprouﬁc.‘ And can_any theorift be wdd :
- enoungh to fuppofe, that. the f)flngc., of;
"”Spd mzam communicated or met thh::
- joy ¥ ‘There. is no diffica lty in fugr*eﬁm{ﬁ
S a very. fufficient and: natural reafou, whyn

- the parts of the, femalc, dire&ly fubje&edt
* to the a@ion of the penis during the ve~.
nereai ‘congrefs, fhould . become | tuhglc.‘

*wth in ﬁucnt blood nd foazcumcs Be'

con

xI‘.,.PRr.GNATION. DO 73

‘

| conﬁrx&ed however unncceﬁ'ary to conai’
~ eeption. - Nature, though fhe feems in ge-
“'neral,.in ‘the human fubje& unfrzcndlyi,
" to. ex cefﬁvc luft, fometnnes permits ity _
“and thefe are the means {he feems to have -
: appomted for this. purpofe. = Befides, it~
is proper. that the animal inftiné which |
~prompts the reproduéhon of the fpecxes, )
‘fhould not always be difipgointed in its

granﬁcatlon however grofs: and brutal o
thefe fenfations and ideas may appear, ‘i
the moment: of ﬁckemng animal denega-~

tion, to the punﬁed phﬂofopher. Thefe"{iﬁ
~means, then, however they may contri=

bute to the mutual fenﬁbzhty and, g"anﬁ-: ;.
cation of the fexes in ‘the voluptuous re—"r -

‘ ‘c1procanon of animal inflin&, appear to

have no. real ‘influence on th“ procefs of

i generauon cither during chac period or

¢ven after that has ceafed ; nay, we have

»!nvery reafon to belxcve, that their adtion
or mﬁuence does not in realzty and effe& -

extend, as we hd.VC faid, beyond the li-

mits o1c the vagina, and that only during =
‘“mmon and as abetcmg gmnﬁcatxon._ TR

’;v.all‘

‘n ot a -
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an aﬁ}ux of blood to theﬁ. parts w i':re el
ways to be attcnded with tbefc anLng

effects, and that afflux 'ﬂways a cohcomir
- tant of the fexual mtmcom‘(e \"hmt vxo-—\ .
lence mn& the ovaria be expuf.d to by .
"reltera,.ed comon and by every return of

'.'the menﬂ'rual dlfchargf'r Thoufrh thefe

1.
contmgcqcxeo ‘mult as plobc.b Yy lmppen >
 from the caufes methoned as from fucs

~ cefsful coition; none of thmr advocwtes
- have ever told us by what means Natare

obviates - thc copfequer\ce During the

: menﬁmal '*Blm, and before the’ dif~-

“charge, 2 very. confiderable diftenfion

‘ muft furely’ take - p‘ace over the greate(’cb'

| part ‘if not the whole; of the genital fy~"
3.

‘ﬁem, md ‘moft pm'mbly gxc:ucr fhan
- witat can be. fuppofed to happen in the

almoft mf’ranta.xeous mtcxcourfc of the
fexes ; and 2 s this turgidicy is the princt®

a pﬂ.l reafon afligned for the aQion of the
" pubes, by whur means are the fimbriz di-
verted from cx"rcﬂ‘mrr thofe funcuons
which tmmdxt}, though from apothes
o caufe, at anozbcr ame io fuccefsfuily in-
| : SRER ~ﬂ1gd;€5'?
CHedts

[ T
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m{hgates? I‘or the fame reafons, :Iow_‘.
happens it that grateful coition is not-als
‘ways produc’hve, and the contrary? that
the fimbriz, during ever y adt, do not
operate upon the ovaria, and thereb} prOa .
“duce twins, fuperfoetanon, ora wafte of
“the ova? and that the or g:ms themfelvec
are ‘not incapacitated, or diminithed in
their energy, by fuch- repeau:d exertions?- -
We have all right, then, to draw our fore:
-going: concluﬁon that the tenﬁon and
_conftriction of the female organs, mduced ;

by the afflux of blood durmg coition, if
it 1}appen, are intended folely to promote

libidinous gratiﬁcation ‘and have no di~ -
rect influence at  that time, .or.at any

‘other, on the actnal progrefs of the fcmen, - |

throngh the defcnbed commumcauons, |

'mwards the ovaria..

" Aut; 1015 alfo, though we mL{’c ﬂcknow-
ledge thh fome diftruft, have had re-~

_courfe to the’ fuppoﬁcmn of what they call .
a penﬂaltlc motion cxnﬁmo in the geni-

tal {yftem of the female, and’ afﬁﬁmg

tho(e means whxch we have bPen ccnﬁder~

3 S o J 4 TR ’ g -
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. mg as alleved to forward the femen.
‘The only. place throughout this fyﬁem’

“where fuch 2 motion can be fiippofed ufe:

B fully to e.u(’t mul’c be in the tubes. But:‘
~as the caufes and effe&o are very fmdar

“what we. have alreqdv faid concerning thc

flimulus of the fgmen, and the irritability -
of, thefe parts, muﬁ be cqually valid' here{ ;
" It is certain shat the ovaria commummte ;
. their produ& to the uterus by means of
- the tubes ;. and as this commumcauoq is
effe@ted, not by any propelhng force in :
'Lha, ovaria, nor by gravitation,” bug by the -

ftimulus of the ovam mducmg a vermi~
_cular motion; ‘this vfeful 2nd indifputable

‘motion muft bein a complcv‘ly different

dire@ion to_the. {'uppo ed periftaltic mo-
~ tion: and nencc, as we have already faid;
two oppofite nd different fanctions mu{’f

“be fuppsfed 1o cxift in che fame veflel,
;..‘d .mr'ordmg to their general wpotbms, "
’;A,‘almuf’c in the fame inftant. ~ We need not.

again: obfcrvc thar. this is 2 bfurd ,
Upon the wl*oie thpn afger v'h{t v'e

rrbrsr’: Lﬂ 1 it is cer rx!y "cmrf* egquivo-

caly

xz&iPREG:\'ATmN.' TR

cal tlnt the femnn cafnot in any man-
ner be. apphed to the. ovaria by means of

the’ ﬁmbna: s—it cannot penetrate,a fcend,
or advance, through the convolutions o} I
‘the Fallopxan tubes ;—it cannot divaricate

and traverfe the comprcﬁéd uterus ;———xt B

cannot operate a paffage through tLP rxgxd
‘bulwark of the cervix utefi;—nay, wehave
'_{hown, that fecundatxon has taken. placc
where it has riot even. b;en falrly, ;f at
call, Wxthm the vagina. The probabxhty
of the prowrefs of the aura feminalis, or
;'fpu'xtuo gcmtahs, if fuch things ever ¢x- -
Cifted, is de{’xoycd by the fame faéts. and
_arguments; and the’ whimfical. opinions
_ founded. on the prefen e of animalcules. y
in the femen,’ and on’ the organic bodics

furnifhed by the femen of both ff"i{ic and -
uniting in the uterus, ‘though’ they fhall

be farther: noaccd afcerwarus, 28 f&r as
* this’ alleccd pervions commum(.atmn is
- concerned, muﬁ ﬁand or fall b} the fame .
| fate, ' ;

Tnere can be very htﬂe vamt} in fa‘f-'
ng, it 1s ﬁranve thau a ;abnc fo 'mcxenr

iy - ool o a.



"/f‘73"7 S aPECULATIO\’S ox

i fo chenﬁxed and {6 refpe&ed {hould be fo.,k
eaﬁIy overthrown, On ﬁndmg great.

“and Ieadmg dodtrine thus feebly founded

an. impatient, though not ovcrweenmgf
© writer, might be provoked to'look a Jittle

- farther about him, and to try the folidity of

othermedical difcuffions. Ifhethould thus
~difcover—and tlfere is teo much réafon to .
be ahrmed—-that almoft all the do@rines -
-of the human ph)ﬁology are founded
4-‘upon prmcxp!es, or rather aﬁ'umpnons,“
equally trifling, fallacious, and delufive ; -

‘and that tholc ideas which dire the

management of dxfeafe ~originated from :

thefe’ doQrines, or perhaps even -from
fouler channels: what flrange and unfa~

'.voarablc ideas muft he have of medical -
,men, as well as of the {tute of medxcal 11-5?;

terature? He "vho rcgards trath, and has

the intereft of mankind at heart, muft
'marve? that tnough every fcience has be-
come rmonal and rcfpe&ablc by the know- .
‘ Iedge and dxlzgcnce of “its culcivators,

medlcm“ alone has been '1ble to refift the

;L}. t,ons of its vomzea foz ‘a thouf’and

: if_.? o years, ‘

id : s

: ycns aud thﬂt thou*rh"lt has been wielt-
cd fron the hands of nurfes, and i its rro-
* feﬂion hecomc dzfrmﬁcd ‘and lu"mtxvc it

4

. IMPRE Gha 0N, g

Vs

can fcarccly be faid at” thi day to’ ‘affor

~ one theoretica Iopmmn which the feebleft
‘judvment may not effectually {*hallepge,
“nor one mode of pra&xce which can bear
‘to be” firipped. of - its’ quacLerv In the

yolnmes of ph}ﬁolo y compiled’ by the

;mnﬁ learned phyflciang, and drawn from
‘the 1noft lear ned fources, ‘mil the uncon-
“cerned phil olopher find’ the dogmata of
medicine confiftent xuc‘l ccmmon fenfe,

m. themfelves, or wwith one auomer ¢ The

- different fyﬁem tripping up the heels of

each odler var nifhed as: *he are W’lth the

,femb ance of Izterature imntorm us ofhttlc
more - than that a new. ph}nuan has ob-
' t'uncd a Mcmcai Chair; and as faﬂuon 13

2s neceflary toa. ph} ficiati ‘as'toa dentift

- or a hair-dreffer, that he alone is ‘quali-
fied to talie: Nature by the hand; and

lead her: [thH"‘ll all her dxﬁxefﬁs. Bm‘

: 1f thls fa ne marvellnw \nm,r were to at-

ud hvs cqrhcdt 4{6(1 .Wﬁcnn to theclmmn
: ‘ e - bers

or - ‘
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bers of the ﬁck~ tE hear hun run over hls s

few quefhons, to fee’ how e]egantly he

“can feel a pulfe;; and wuh what difpatch =

- He can,in confequence write out his pre-

) fcrxptlon ,-—-f'eemg this eafe and clegance of :
" manner, and the difpatch. with which the’
~ moft mtereﬁmg things may be difpatch--

. ed, he would afterwards take very ill with -
_ the tedxous and ftammermg attentions of -

‘his taylor in takmg his meafure for a fuit

“of clothes, or the 1rkfome ‘and impertinent -
- catechifm of his law:, er in making out a

~deed ! And if thls fame marvel- mongeru'.'.1

of a f)hyﬁcmn or writer became, as he.

- well 'might under fuch trials, a little pee-

vith and caprxcxous, he would triumph- -

;antly enumerate the vscxﬁtude:; of medi--"

~cal {yftem,: from the days of fialagogues, -

" hydragogues, and cholagogues, of Hippo-

8 ,emtes ;- the cruel abftinence of Afclepia~

8 des and the fuccory of Erafiftratus; down

g0 the time ‘that Pncaxrn demonﬂmted, .
- writh all the fapience and profundlty of .
‘ i’;‘x.uclxd or Archimedes, that the, preflure
o iof the ﬁomach was of more th'm five

thouﬁnd

ey twrape

IWIPRE GI\’ATIOI\. o

thcufand pounds welght that thc great
Boerhawe faw {‘crange things in the cir-
cu]atmg maﬁ,; that.a learned. profeffor
faw nerves in the hairs of a wxg whmh"
had belonged to his «randfather, and
~metals in a flace of fufion’; and till Cul- -
len (ncrhaps the grea:eﬁ and moft en-
hghtcned genius who has endeavoured to
‘reduce the chaos. of med1 chne into ordcr),
by attendmg to the'energy of the br'un,
“and by loohmg for caufes pr oporuonal to
“their effedts, gavea new, though ftill im-
perfeé‘t era to medxcme and phyﬁology ’
“But let us turn our eyes from a px&ure f'oj-:
degradmg to the human intellect. In this,
‘department fure ‘more might have been.
~done:_and when ph} ﬁcxans, 1ookmg be-
yond the fancxfnl whim of the ﬁu&uatmg »
“Teader of the day; and defpxﬁng the'ill-
= digefted conccxts of ever} fortmtous ad-"
" venturer in medical fcience, {hall look
. for fomethmg ﬁ?ble in their pxmcxples,
and uniform Wlth the eftabl 1fhed laws of
7 Naaure we may exped the ﬁme refpe&a-—;ﬂ
Lo T ‘b.ﬁ"v’ |

Ty )

vy o
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hht} in the1r fcnencc ds m thc other :

"branches of hterature. R

1t is time for us now, however, to res .
tarn to_the. cb'un of our inguiry; and

'noththf‘andmf* of the ('eemmg fevcrlty
" of fome of our rcmarm, we prefume fuill -
© to look for mdulgence. "We have alrea-
dy.- mequoned that it was no- a{?f’&wtxon
_ of novelty, no.deﬁrc for liter ary fame, nor -

conﬁucucc in our ablhtxeq which fug geﬁ- -

“ed tlus mqmry mto the preﬁ.nt opmxons

_concering gencratxon Had it been other= -

wife, thefe pr.ct.latmns would not at frft .

have gone abroad thhoat a name.. It _'

orz"rumted mcrely from ‘the unddexvcd

‘reipec"r which a very whimfical and vi- '

{ionary - theory has obtained for a leugth
of time, and even in a very. enlmntcned

“period ; and from the negle& and ob't.u-’ :
Tity. into. which fo*ne rational and valu- ~

"n‘iaoie hints hwe benn al'ov:r*d to dwindle -
away.s -—-We proceed, then, fo colle& and

cvxv thofe hints 3 16 bnr\g them for—‘

. axd inan uniform: and conne&ed drefs'
Camd by ﬁrengthemng them as. far as we
, / s

—they go' to eﬁabhfh

s mpknczm'rw\. 83
~ o - S . )

can; to eqdeavour to complcte the theery’
“in this, however, -

though we believe we have {'auofa&only‘

planation and management, have been ’
diculous, and alwaysmdunderﬁood rmght

_ Gverthmwn the opinions of others, and 8
,though we fhall adduce much proof,-and -
“more probabxhty, in favour: of our own
“hypothefis; yet vt find we fhall ftill be
‘obliged to leave much to the opportum—
ties and attention of oths te DButit has
'been faid, Cui bono? We are not- of this
“opinion. If all the prorrre{'s and changes
“in the human fem.xle rendelmw her ca-
pable of xmprcgnanon, are properly at=-
~tended to, much light might be thrown
upon her conftitution; and many of thofe”
* difeafes.. whzch fomenmes, in' their e’ ‘

- E

- be plevented ‘rendered: tolerable, or re-
-moved : and that changc of fyftem, indu-
ced by her communication with the male, :
“which, we believe, may be demonﬁrated
will throw addxttonal light on her a'?'ter-‘

con{hmtxon —Thefe, ther efore, are ne’
mean 1nqu1rles. And 1f at the fame time

r 2 ,_-f:th.'
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that we are’ gratxf}mg our cunoﬁty, ,
can conduce to the allev:anon of the di-

ftrefes or mﬁrmmee of our fpecics, we:
| furely are not aé‘nng 1dly but for the good’

fof our fclIoW-creatureg.

L]

" WITH A VIEW TO THE HYPO THESIS ADY.

PART m

+ C H»& i ';I-:

A I‘ARTH""R IIXA‘»H\IA.TION OF THE bFM A

M. ’LIE ORGANS OF GENERATIO\I AN.D
< OF THE °LMEN OF THE BTALL., C"—IIEFLY

VANCED IN THESE SPECULATION.J B

~

IIAVING thus evzammed ‘the anatozw~

delcriptions and opinions of our predn
~ceffors,. we now draw near to our oWz L
_'hypotheﬁs  and that we may be as erh-» 2

cit as we can, ~as well as-do aHJu{hce 0o

' she theory we’ have3 adopted and wifh to-

Fa M&Q_f:;.lf
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muﬂ take another v1-°w of Lhe

ms comerncd 'md alfo of thc

;"oc:a ﬂpmd httle of our- attcncxon. ,

;- that prmcxple which is mdxf—
Siy ncceﬂ'"ary to gereration,’al and as-

L 'h{‘ ov
thing from wx,ahence a hvmg creature 1s tC

'_be evnhed the mﬂuencc of the femen '

muft in fome manner be powerfully di-
re&ud to the. ovaria.: “We have alrewdy

L feen how this cannot happen-——let us now
fee if we can form any muon*l idea how '

;u: ma y be accomphfhed

For this purpofe, we ﬂlall Tow ende% .
\v(‘ur to confider, with ~more premﬁonr ‘

= fome. parts of the female gcmtal {yftem 3

<: >by Mature fcr very ufcful purpofca,

and, ‘have been very. accurately and rm-%

tmtely dei(,mbed by anatomxﬁs, yet their-
~ufes have. been very ﬂJghtly and impro-
perly emmmed “We fhall fill avoidy
howe\ er, a general ar‘d tcdxouu ematomx«

“gab

° o

p _5'::;0 1cmen ' contains, in fomc ﬂnpe

-u;‘, aq mdd’put’tbly produce fomc,» &
Aary to the plocef's of genemtxon.f ‘ _
~parts which feem conﬁttutcd merely for v
..;-)roducmb or hex;bhtemng animal gratifi~ >

'ch, though they are ev1dcntly intend-

- 5

”‘zf : écmﬁoﬁs.

cal det’ul as we haye faheqéy ‘*&,n onfis o
erably e\phmr on this- head-—-—-we 'mpn T

. fuchxentlf fo for every ufeful nurpo AR
- and farther minute p'xrt'culars may DCV"
_met ‘with in évery {yftemn -of ‘anatomy e

and {hall therefore confine our{elveJ o 2

- the conﬁdexatmn of tho(e pans rzr»ly‘

4vhich 've beheve t0 bc CECHUaH_‘{ n¢ ce{'«v :

cation, or for regulating and fupportmg_:

-thxs fyﬁbm, come. not’ poﬁtwelv within -

our’ plm. They are like fcaﬁ'oldmgs T

~ the eye of the afchxtcﬂ——mcv are abfo-

1utcly neceﬂ'?ry in the buxldmg, but ma!’

Ab s

no part in the finifhed ﬁmaurek ind ew,a

thefe mdxrc«‘ﬂy affifting parts have airea-
~dy met with confiderable attention ; mdﬁji

their funQions have: bpen e?plamﬂd W ith
as'much’ mmutenefs as, m an inquiry of

) this Lmd, J)ey can deZfére Under this li-
mitation fall thofe parts which are iltua-o "
iz ted thhout the. nymp}‘x 5 and as, 'm, -
- ;.th we have demonﬂ;rated tha at the ute-

’ . 4 " rusﬂ
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lrus and tubes are. not employed in the v
firlt ftage of generatlon and arc only ufe— o

ful after 1mpre<‘rmtxon has raken place, we

,ﬂnH not e zamine them farther, - The va-

'gma, or canal of the uteruq,,then only
‘remains forour. mvef*lgatxon ; and as it
feems to us o be the firlt and prmupal
_organ, on. the part of the female, which

'a&mlly and eﬁ'entmlly contributes to pro-»

_pagation, and’ Without. the’ complete ufe of
~which 1mpregnauon cannot: take place, it
"1emands all our attention: and, induftry. -
The. vagm'\. is.an “elaftic ‘and fomew hac
,membr'mous canal,’ compofcd like other
foft parts. of the bod v, of mufcular’ fibres; -

o

~blood- veﬁel;-, nerves, an nd lymphaucs.v Ie

‘ ‘commences from beneath,at theny mphz,

and ' rifing obhquely about five inches;

-'.frequently ‘more and. fometunes fewer, it |
35 loft upon ‘the urerus. Itis almoft. nced—
efs to fay, that po(’cenorly it refts upon -
/;the mteﬁmum rec’tum, to which it is very

'ﬁxmiy conne&ed~ that, antenorly, it is. " '

ieontxguous to. the veﬁc urm'ma, and

‘,—\;ha* between thef’c Lwo it is compre!fed
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and collap('ed “les prat’hcable capacxty is B
very dxﬁ'erent in different fubjeéts, and in
"no very diftant periods of life in the fame

(;fubje& A very refpe@able anatomift fi- ,»
- niflres, his. general defcrlptxon of this ca=
b:nal by faying, itis “ membro virili fecin=

“dumomnes dxmenﬁo*xesaccommodablhs.r o
- Our: ‘own. Ian"fuage affdrds.a phraf'° per-’_
‘haps ftill more e*cprefﬁve, but we cannot

admit it. Its inner membrane though

very. uneven, 1s dehcately fmooth, and,
| from its nervous texture, often exqmﬁte- '  “
~ ly fenfible; the outer is more {pongy. and A
" mufcular; 5 -and, as We have. elready faid,
the whole body of the canal is very plen—» :
'nfully {upplied - with blood-veflels, nerves,

and lymphatics. 1t feems needlefo to run-

. over the rife, ‘progrefs, and return of the
extenﬁve dlﬁrlbuuon of the blood-veﬁ'els
of thefe parts; ftill more fo. 1efpe&111<r the
nerves: and of the Iymphancs coneemmg
which V'e would wifh'to be  very particular,”
‘though their exiftence is as mdxfputable as, ff 4

that of blood-veffels and nerves, defcrxp- : ";

;elQl'!S- of them hxtherto are nog fausfaé‘tory

S ;md
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and CO'nplete. Vﬁ‘c lfnow htclc thore of
- the lymphatlcs of thefe" parts, buc that
- they are certain, and perhaps more numes -
. Tous proportxo'mlly than'in moft parts of
~ -the body, and that lhof" which originate .
_in-the extcrror parfs of the femﬂe m’mtal
_fyﬁcm traverfe the m<‘uma1 glmds, while
~the. more deep-fRated ones take a imuch =
"+ more dire@ courfe to thexr place of union -
: - with the la&eals.l We {ha l have occ.aﬁon,
3 however, to be more: pamcul when we
3 ‘afterwarc’rs adduce our obfcwatxons in fa<
vour of a vcry pow erful (.bforpuon faba- -
' i'kﬁ{hng in the: vagma.,i '

Thc entrance inta thc cmal of th"

__ ‘uterns from without, is 'ruardr“d we may
- fay, by an eminence on cach hde fo pe- =
culiarly conﬁlu&cd and @ arranged, that
e muft ‘think lightly of the phyaologxﬁ »
 who could fuppofe Lhem to be only filly,
j;”appendafres in oﬁice to the ures :hra, in-
~“deed, as Na ture uec“entry oper%es more
:"fthan one end. by a particular. fru&ure,
~ we fhall not pretend to limit the fecond-
’Jt”:ary or; mferwr ofﬁces which’ tm* Dy moh?f
‘ ' oo 'may.

S a Ca

| 'zrml«:crm'rmrr.?-, e

pay promote bat we fee rnuch reafon to
selieve them created .to aflift powerfully i

n preventmv the fpeedy efcape of what
he vagina may contain,’ and thereby ex-

sofing that .the longer to the action of
the abforbent. {yfem. A multitude of

cxrcumftances corroborate tlns behef

and’it will not be xmp?nrcd much by the
allegation, that thefe: ndges by no means
conﬁxtwe a regular and complete vaive.
Immediately within this barrier 2 ftruc- -
'ture, on the fame prncxples we believe as
thofe of the nymphm which we have been
dc{'crlbmg, but more, elegant and power= -
ful, commences 3 and it Is contmued ovea‘"
“the lurface of the vacrma., gradually grov .
ing ﬁner, till it is loft in’ fmoothnefs near
“the farther extremity of the caml _This.
firuture is the ruge of the vagina, {'0 ac= -
“curately ¢ drawn and defcribed’ by Ha dler-
“and others ; but degraded alfo by the dife .
cerning - ohyﬁologlﬂ who ‘marks it only =
~as ufeful in’ exciting vener eal enjoy'nenr, :
~oradmitting expanfion during coition and
-parturition, It is mﬁnuamm 2 mean andf:
RN R AR dlf--
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dxfgmccfal reﬂe&'on on the i 1mportant or=

“der and operations of - N'{ture, to fuppofcf'
 that thefe rugz; which are not cafually'
-arranged, and varied in. dxﬁ”erent - {ubjects;
- but are regulated with as.much precxﬁon_' S

and umformxty as we can - trace in any

- other part of the geqcral fyftem; 1 fay, it

is nugatory and pfefumptuous to allege,.

. that this inwr icate, extenfive, ‘and beauti=
‘ful arr'mgemcn h:zs been fo minutely la-

boured, for no other purpoﬁ: but mere]y

o to pczmlt a greater unlhtxon during the -
grofs- and hbxdmous commerce of the.
 fexes, and a. greater: extenfion durmg pu‘-{ '

turition.  As we faid refpeting  the

- Hymphz; this ftrufture - may- prornote ‘
- thefe fecondary purpofes; but it is in= -
: ";cdded for'much nobler ends. The ute- -
rus is created for. xcmaxkable diftention,
_'the vefica urinaria- is capable of i it, and
‘many- other parts are conftruted with.a -
Apecific view to fimple dilatation and con-
7 V'fxa-don ; ‘but’ in none of them can fuch.
~a fracture be faid to. prevail. Had thefe
 'qu, been mtf*r led merely for ﬁmp]e con-

R e _nj;&xor;’:f ‘
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tra&mn and " dxlatano.‘, they would have Do
covered cquaH} the whole furface of the

.‘vagma, which certamly does not happen; -
“neither, if thefe had been their principal -

ufes, would they be fo foon and fo eafily’
obliterated. “We believe, then, that the.

rug« of the vagina are chxeﬁy mtendt.d to :«:.,
- protra& the ftay of the femen in that vifz

cus, and thereby to favour, its abforptxo*x-”

~and we think the qualities of ‘the femen
- coincide wonderfully with thefe  inten-. .
tions.  Though it is not perfe@ly in our

way, we: fhall profecutc thts laﬂ: 1dea a

f httlc far'hcr.-

“The fﬂmcn, as 1t s fecreted from thc \

- ‘blood-in: the tefticles, is very. dlfﬁ.fﬁﬂt i
" from that hetero oeneous mmtuxe whxch is.

expelled by the urethra in coition; though
by the alteration, its ﬁcundmng quality,

'ﬁn&l r fpeaking, as far, as we can judge,
y 1pe & J

15 not 1mproved \?”hen 1t 15 conveyed -
. into the veficles it is of a wa terv confift-"

ence, of a pale yellowifh' colour, and little.

- in-quantity. = In thefe veficles it is fome-"
h"«t mfpxﬂ‘atcd, ‘.nd its co]our hexglnen-_._ o

cd ; ,

~
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~ed and aftcr it is mxxed thh the lnquor
;of the p;Qﬁrate g]ands, it becomes ftill -
“thicker, and of a _more whitifh colour. -
“This’ conﬁ[’(ence ‘which the femen ac- =
“quires in its. progrefs from the tefticles
may pr oduce other flight properties'; but

the principal mtentmn of it feems to_be,

to correfpond more. eﬁ‘ec”cually with the
abforbent powar of the vagina: for thus;
by the increafed tenacity of the femen, the

- yemora of its fecundatmg part muft be’

p.otra&ed in the vagina, while, at the

: {ame ume the abforbents are thus 'ﬂlowed

"more time to. attach thofe parts which are
to be carried into the mrculatmg fyﬁem. .
We may add her e, in order farther to con-
' ﬁx m the opinion concermng,the ufe of the
'ftcnacxty of the femc en, that when too little

of - [hlo mucx}we 1S derwcd from’ thc

(ﬂands, Qr when it 1is of a depraved or
thm quahty the whole mmture efcapes- .
the machmcry of the vagm't ‘too rapidly,

and hence coition becomes unprodu&we.

This is. the feminal feroﬁty as it is-called,

held 0. br"‘ onc of the fcw caufes o{ ﬁcrlht]

I O‘,‘ 3

in
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in tnc ma}c. And WC may add farthcr
‘that when the confe'}t and’ power of p"oi
creation bcnms to fml on the p'xrt of the "
female, the crenulations of thc vagma are ”

-then ‘always vifibly deca}cd whether af-':’

fecled by the advmces of 'age or by im-

Aprudent reucr'ited comon. ‘But. what B

are v.e to think of a vcry refpe@able au- L
thor, who gravely ‘tells us, that the femen,

by Pagnanon, and by the addition of thc-

cream-like liquor of the p;oi‘tatc glands,

1s bct;cr fuited to the prqe&mg eﬁ'oxt of

‘he urcthra dnrmv coition ¥ Indeed i 1t IS

:'noL to be. deriied, that the mcreafe in .

. quantity of the feminal 1 mxmure m?y en=’

able the projecile power of the urethra
’

with its amxho mufcles, to a& with | great.

| er efﬁcacy ; but a boy wonld laugh in my B

face were 1.to tell lnm, tlnt by addmg to

- the weight and tenacity of water his Iqum,
: wonld thxow it mu\.h fart‘xﬂr. : '
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VAGINA I:KO\i THE }OREGOING VILW
HAVE UPON LACH OTHIIR

rz’
3

0 d& in concert then *vuh thcfe un-
: quzﬁmnable thtxes of the. femen, the §

furface of the vagma by means of its i
rugs, 1s rendercd as extenfive ag its fitua-. b
tion, and its “other. uf’es, can permxt, and; :
thﬂfe rug?, ?rom their clpvatnon and “ars}
“rangement, muft have a very. conﬁdemblc
Ceffedt in: he;ghtemng the remora we hava
31}enea.., ‘No doubs, if Nature ‘had onlg
~had in view the pxcventlon of the rcg1 refy!

ot the remen, we . m;rrht ha\'e mct wnn ’;

e F AL
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much ﬁmpler mechamfm but as to this

- part very different offices, and all of them

matcrnl were allottéd, it has been intri-
cately. qualified for thcm all. Thus, upon

’ thc whole, we fee an admirable dlfpoﬁuon -

in the fcmen and in che furface of the va-"
gina, to facilitate and- promotc the ac”uon

. of the 9bforbents lers us next. eaamme

the proba.bxhty and degrec of abforpnon

', m this vifcus.

The abforbent fyftem; though ic has

not yet been traced with the fame minute--

nefs and fuccels which have followed the-
inveltigation of the fangulferous fyﬁem,
is fufficiently known to be admirtted as

- very aneral and very powerful. We be-

ljeve it to be remarkably {o in the cavity
of the pelvis. How is that effution which
~is conftantly going on,-in order to lubri~
_ cate the whole genital {yftem in the fe-
male, and to prevent the. coalefcencc or -
~ concretion of its fides, refumed? In thofe
unfortunate females whofe catamenia have
taLen place, but the expuiﬁon of which "
bas been prevented by the umuptured
: G hymen,

N
[}



T93}' SRS SPECULATIONS ON'

‘ | hymm,or by unmtural membmnes blocl«.«
“ing up the paffage, much of the blood has .
~always been reforbed; and in. thofe whofe

»dxie afe has. exifted long, and where the i
_thick parts of the blood have begun to be .
jbroLen down, the colluvies has been re- =

: forbed and a tram of ('ymptoms mduced

_not to.be. accom‘&ad for by the mere tur~ .

- gxc’uty wh:ch thns obﬁru&xon occafioned.

-~ The mfertxon, if we may be aHowcd thef:
. phrafe here, and progrefs of fyp’nhs, not
.only goa gre'zt length .in cﬁabhﬂlmg the

~certainty of a very rapid and’ powerful ab-.
forptton inthe canal of the uterus; bucalfo
~exhibit the powcr ‘and. mﬁuencc ‘of the
1rre"u1arxtxes of its furche.i It is fare-
'ly very evident, that “the. chxcf apphca—

“tion of . the venercal vnus, whether in
fronorrhoca or fyphms, bat e;pecmlly n

. gonorrhoea, maft ‘be near the farther
extremity of the. var*um ; though

: doubt, the ulceratgd glms may often wf-

fe& the exterior paxtb by its mtroduc-,'
tion: but in fyphilis, the fandus of thc”
vwma is r'{rely thc feat of ulcez, and it

15

o:

o comon is preffed « lownwards, till the rage
‘intercept and rerard i its. progrefs. Ani mg;
. them the poifon is multiplied, and lei-

e
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15 never - a{fc&cd in gonorrhr‘:a. Inere the
Afurface of the vagina is almoft’ never cor-

rugated ; and the pox[bn by means of the

collav)fe fucccedmfr the expanfion durmg

ﬁnelyap nlied to the mouths of the h mph-
atics, through which it is carried 1 into the
blood; whete, aﬁumhtm" mgerher it con- .

- taminates the whole mafs. I'nough the -
proore& of the fyplnlmc pmfon is not al-
- ways thus regular ‘the variations do not
- affect the opinion: W hen the I}mphnt'cc
~ and their glands, are vigorous and eaﬁly

permeable ; wheén the application of the
venereal virus is wichin the nymphza; and

: «whemtls fuﬁicxem]y aﬁzvc—~—the firftfymp-
toms of difeafe, as we have already al-

leged, arife from "eueral contamination ;

- and was this poifan always very, mild and
'~ taken up by the abforbentq ~within the
“nymphee, there is no doubr but the waole

mafs would -almoft alwavs be. dxfea{'ed

w 1thout much chance of uIcgr or preced-v

oGz : mg
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mg bubo & But ere are mmy circume
ftances which tend to reta ird the fpeedy
abf"orpr(on of the fyphxhtxc virus, even o
- when it is e';tremel adlive ; and, among

L'thcfe shnmﬂ ammation which in general -

it muft mducc is not.perhaps ‘the leaft

confiderable’; bu" thefe cannot afF@& the
‘k"xbio ptxbn of the femmal ﬂmd of the

male: The fy},mlxtxc vnus, too, m‘\}, from -
the Iaxxt‘v and h‘brxcxty o{" the vagina, a’
cxrcumﬂuncc very gener'il in immodeft’
: v*omcn, not only C{C'lp .aoforptxon ‘but
may be carried outwards, to exercife its

energy on the e t..rnal parts. May it not
be fr.)m th efe reafons, parth, that immo~
,‘Gdeﬁ; women are fo ixttle c’nfpoﬁd to con-
ception, anl that modeﬂ women, vhen
ubjected to fvphxh ic mff-c"hon, generally

emerunc; ‘the morc L.tent and "xolent :
':{'pecxca of  this difi afc bbt thla vuw‘ :
~mutft, vcr} gcne‘a‘ y, be depofited on the -

’ P
e‘;t,.nﬂl parts during the introduétion of

1 thc difeated penis, when its furure pro-‘j;
grefs ma uft be through the mgumal glands;
~and :ns, toge ther wnh its cLance of ex
e ’ pulﬁon

. SN R R o.._-
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' txoned or the f'ame chance?“*—%
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' mﬂﬁon from the vagin **'NC:
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~ficial ythough equally comnion me"ms,prf:- '

5.7;"en‘s us from frequcntly fecmb fyphilis
- in the progreflive and mild, though equal-

Iy ruinous, ftate juflt deiuxbed and asa
~greater {urface of abforbents is exp ofed in

‘the female to the comarmnann‘T mﬁuencc -
- of the mfeaﬁ:d male organs, and as the

frrcancf’c part of the lymphatics of the fe-

" male genital fyftem have a much rezdier
- mtercouxfe with the bl ood than

through
the inguinal g glands, we meet with, this
{pec es of {yphilis much oftener in wo-

. men than i I men, And were we to adop~
_any thing from the 1de as ofb bulous veins,

our conjelure would not be injured, as-
it is well Luo wn that the veins from thefe

| parts ana homoﬁ with the hoemnrrholdal; |
'*ems, (.nd confeq 1ently vex} readily. "‘Hh
, ;ue vena portz. The cure of fyphilis,

tOG

~—ifor that of r*cnox rhoea is not ccnnec’led

vith this part of our mquuy—-—o" loczal

anplmetzons, by fpecxﬁc. remedies intro-.
C dll(:s.(} into th

vag;na, with Im' her pm_ L

i



.‘:_»f ,' . 3

mag ’,t’l{;e‘:‘me ¢ rchc.f of mﬂammanon .
- or ulce;', fuﬁicxently demanflrates the - )
'ﬁrength and adtivity of “the. lymphauc‘-
in this canal.’ Is ‘therean e hbh{hed com=. -
:munie ation, then, for dlfeaie, and its Te- i
medies, berween thc vagina ? and the gene-
ral circulating fyftem, while a mildofluid;. -
yet poﬂ'eﬂ'cd of adlivity equal to that of

V*any poifon, and ‘created for the lughc[t

and beft of purpofes, i not- permxtted to- j:
~traverfe the fame channels? Many other -

corroooratmfr c1rcum{‘mnces both in fq&.

- and in 'mﬂloby, msﬁht with propncLy , be' |
“adduced here: but we Ihﬂll pa('s on’ tcy.‘

- other general ﬂrguments.

In ﬁemhty 1ts cau(‘ea may almof‘t '11- ;

” ways be traced ‘to.an sncapability of ab-

f'forpuon in the ge'uml fy ftem of the fe=

N male, or 2 depravation of tle general fy=

>

ftem in the fame. Thefe caufes may exift. |
‘at the fame. umc but there 15 much rea-.

{fon to behevc that more often they exift

,;,’;fepnmtely “The mcapablhty of abforp-}
‘tion. 1D the gemtal fyftem, though it is-
,Pfcertumblf’ from the ob{'umty of its.

it

fympi

s
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fymptoms in general is not eaﬁly afcer—f

tamed ; and as it has hitherto. been httlc

fufpec‘ced we are not farnifhed with many -

obfervatlons in its fupport ;- and the de-l'

~pravatlon of the general fyftem, except in-

the inferiority of their produ& that the

operatxon has been complete. ~in leuc01- -
-rhoea, w hich at firlt may -arife from: topi-

a few inftances, is equally difficult to be ‘,
f af'certamcd as the powers of life will often
.80 on with fpemmg vigour, w hen every -
véin is almoft loaded with difeafe.. “This"
: mcapabdxty of abfor ptxon which we have
A allcgcd mult arife from debility and .-
. want of urmbxhty in'the. abﬁ,rbents and -
their continuations. \Women whofe man- |
. ners and habits of life favour the rife and
fprovrefs of debility, are often unfruitfal.
Hence the natar ally (;c‘xcate and habxtn-"
_ally lu*zunous, are m”ompai abl} lefs prone -
to concepnon than the more robuft and'
- lefsartificial ; and even it they are capable
,ofxmpreqnanon we can fcarcely fay, from

cal relaxation, and 1fterwards mvclve the .

peé’ted i

.’_;w\l‘lo}e ha abit, ﬁerxht) 15 always to be cx- :

,K}
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péf"ccdk “but when this relaxation is by
any means removed, and. natural tone re=-
flored, the fun@ions of the genital fyftem

are mf‘iued alfo.” To thofe unfortunate
creatures, whofe lives are mondmatcly (fx{'
fipated and immoral, and “ho cannot

efcape general debility, and more parucu-, "

larly topical relasation, and, if we may
ufe the phmﬁ,,cfevfual imbecili |
’axmo{’t ‘always hdppens ;. bm we have

cften feen- ti.cfe women, }"he ‘Lthe) Te=

nounced thofe debilitating pxa&n,cs, be- -

: iore thmrkconftttmxoqs were m ecoversd bly
defiroyed, uﬁorc.d to 'nomr health, and
-,rcadueu C'xpdb‘e 'oL bunfr 1mpxegnatcd
Women, too, na tives of warm climates,
admued to thofe habl of mdolcncc, and
‘thofe rfumom-ole whims of low. 'md w a—

v vt.f};" (ziLt tO Vvdl\,h “’C I’]uy 8(1(1 EhC 1m--

plopcﬂ} frequent | ufc of the wa .rm- bath, |
mch can haraly fail in any conﬁlfunon

ro induce debility- and concomxmut bar~

"rcmlei have - been 1eﬂoud to tone, and

Srendered caj mbxe of 1myrcp;nanon, by res

;‘fgxg)"zr"ng to @ moacr“""y coxdc climate,

Ve R L -A" .o

‘and

a

y, fterility .

. 3"; ‘,

[N, ,.a

E'xm)qu'cz\*.:mrxon.' 303

- una cor.f'ormmg themfelves to. thofe ha-.'
; .bxts of diet and ex cercife which are Lnown _
o be favourable to the ’trength and ac-:‘

fxt} of the fvﬁ m. It 15 no repetition
6-add, that an unn2 turally membrana-

_ceous flate of the vagina, and it becomes
always fo, fxom whatever caufe when

child- bearing is at an ‘end, is often the
caufe  of: ftenhty, by retarding or de-

firoying the office of the abforbents.” We
" nced not farther multiply thefe obferva-
*tions, ‘while it is evident, that the ge= -
- neral tenor of. praé’mc n removmg ite-
~rility, be the theory what it, will, has

been der&ed to the rcf’coratxon of tone,

both general and local ; unlefs * where"

‘there are very certain fymptoms of de-
pr aved juices,

which we fhall next attend
to; or where local difeafes, as fchxrroﬁty,

_ "arf* fufpected to exift—which, by the bye,
+ ha appens much lefs fr cquently than is ge-

nerally’ bcheved It may not be i improper .
- to obferve here,

that cucer what h"xs been

‘ ‘ahcddy oemonﬁrated concerning the un~

rert amt} and l'mullty of turgefr'cnce in
S , ‘the

o

Q2
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the female gemtal {'y(’cem durmg comon,'

- nobody will allege, in oppofition to what

e are now faymg, that this mode of curc,
s adopted merely for the fake of promo—;.

“ting this local ‘tone, and its confequent”

turgefcence,‘and that the fuccels of the.
praéhce has ¢ epended entxrnly upon tha;'

effed. B s
We are ne‘ct to. conﬁdcr how far

s generally demved flate of the fyf’cem

“can prevent the natural eEe& of the fe-

~men fuppofed to be abforbed, and there-
by occafion f’euhty Ic may be thought ;‘
- by the faftidious, - that arguments fup-.
_porting this, as well as the foregom po-,

- -fition, "are round-qbout, and not deci-

five as o the general queftion: but we
muflt be content, in.a difcuflion fo intri-.
- cate, and where we can derive fo httle'

_leﬁif’rance from the labours of others, to

fecure every argument. wlnch tends to.
fupport, however remotely our geueml,ﬁ;
. dé&rine. . But, i fad, thefe arguments .
:,njeﬁr.from.,bqug mdnre& though per-.

haps they might bettcr managed by 2
L O e S et
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vctcran in controverﬁal \Vrmng; and, I.

Vtruf’c they are” alfo. fax from bemg feebl» -

and mconcluﬁvc.

—In the ftate of he*w.lth there is. \"Lat
t“my bc called an intefline. motion “in the
‘blood, occqﬁonmg and ‘promoting it's>
kcommutme as- well as its fepqrauon. -

In-all general dxfeafes, and even in many

:whxrh are called local, this inteftine mo-
tion s, hcwhtened dummﬂlefl or dc--
‘:mged ‘and in the CX:amhem'ztous itkA
“muft” be remarkably fo. ~ In fyphilis,

though this difeale is not dlre&Iy ex-.

'anthematom there muft be excefﬁve (h-
’ﬁmbance, and ‘certain depravation, prq~ :

mhnfr tluounhout ‘the f)ﬁem, before

fuch complete deftr ué'txon can be brougnr 2
“however filently, uponit.  Inthefe ‘cafes
'of dxfcaﬁ.-——-and here alfo we might, 15:
s was u.eful be much more paltxcul“ri
" —where vehcment 1nfe€non with all its
-confeauﬂnces is ove\turnmg all before:
jt, -we have ahvays found that milder
”111fe&10ns could make no impreflion.—

chce the pxaﬂltxoncx ‘never heficates: to’ ‘
S : " : xhgr;{f: -
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mgxaft the fmal] po
;- o”culatxon “hence a milder dxfeafe 1s of

ten rcmo ed by a
‘incipient - phthifis s

feverer one;
always lctarded

thouwh feldom overcome by fecxlllda—“'

~and hence fecundatxon itfelf, .
the feebler {hfﬂu]m, is often pxevented

tl on;

by the anticipating difturbance of fy phi-
s, or of fimilar difeafes, vel*cmcntl} prc-"; \‘
SUINTE
-this . prior’ poﬁlfﬁon, .
“and change 'in the cxrculatmg mafls, -
whlch reafonably “and emphatically ac-.

_ cox.nta for the want ‘of influence ‘in the -
~human femen upon the female after im-
"’g;egnauon has folly taken placc or while -
~ the mbther‘is prc»vi‘din'7 milk. And might

occupymg the cxmulacmg fyftem.

- this. 'mtlcxpatwn

we not; thhout any great, f’cretcn of pro-

bability, or without‘incurring thof’c cen-
*ﬂ.res W h*(‘h -we have. {o’ h{_c y mvardcd“

bpcaufe the patxent'?‘,
- may, have alreadv recelved the difexfe, ei-. -
. ther by natural contagxon or by prior in-_ -

hencc )

i
o

o mz’uca urox\. .”xog‘

j'_-;fthp idea of fuperfetamon,‘ "rom the cir=

- cumftances we have been" fuggeﬁmg

4'~‘T~One, two, or more ova, may indeed be fo°
-'npe as to meet completely the fecundatmfr:

~1mpu ife of the male femen at one’ time; .

and it is perhaps more ﬁrangp that the
g ‘dlﬁ"eren* feetufes thould be m.iturated and
“expelled about the fame time, than 153»

__greater period intervened: between the ez~

~pulfion of each; and might not'a fecond -
B intercourfe . of the fexes be fuccpfsfu},t
~ when. thc female c1rculat1ng mafs was not
- fully | preoccupied by the influence of the .
~ firlt? But the extent and influence of
~prior infe@ion, or po{Teﬁion, as we have
~ ventured to term it, has been better ob—'
vferved in- fy philis than- in any other dif-

\.ale, or. natural occurrence. Women'

whofe general fyﬂem is vmated by the

{yphilitic v1rus, are aiways mcap able of
~fecundation j

or if the vmatvon 1s not.

‘i'compleLe, or in a low degree, an 1mper-—

'f;o others, account for the produ&mn of

1"1

l"‘?

L e

triplers, and thofe rare inftances of -
more nome;cus plogcn} bordcung upon~.
; : the

fect fecundation ‘may take place ; but its

- produé-determines the want of energy,
”:md the unthhf’d {’mte of the ‘mother, -

from

£

2. '7 cole

/V'\
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from. Whence it drew its prmcxpal .ir—-,
bian"ement.‘ Thefe ideas are corrobora—‘;
ted, as'in the foregoing obfervations, by; .

~the .mode of cure adopted in the cir=-.

- cumftances we have been de(‘cnbum aﬁa‘/
. by the fuccefs of it; and we need not,’

as we did there, guard ‘.gamﬁ our- ar-

’"umcnts bemg pewcrtcd to ocher pur— :
‘p’)ﬁs. : "L, g

We fhall, in a more proper pbce', “eni-
que into the’ confequences of the femen,
fimilarly, or in any fhape difeafed ; when
~ we hope we {hall be able to ﬂrenfrthen the
© ideas already fugrreﬁcd, and to throw forne

Tight upon heredxt"uy difeafes, family re-
A.femblmce, and temper.f, At firft fight,
~ thefe thmvs may- appear not to Iye in our.
way ; but as they fhow the influence of
. the femeu on the neneral female mafs,
they deﬁrve all our attennon. ~In the
mean time,. we fhall finith thefe remarks

" concerning female fterility, by obferving,

that moft of the ‘other dxfeafef; where we

are at freedom to" conclude thxs der‘mmci

md xfeafed mt {hnc motxon 0 taLe phce,
7 " ' Care

n e 2

IMP'IEGNATION. T

are fcbnle and not permanent- confes
Equently, we, have - lefs ‘opportunity - of -
“judging of the means of feeundatxon ;0
and the more efpecm]ly as'we haVe Ilttle ,
~reafon: to- believe, “that, under thefe cn'-"
cumfances, coition” is often | attempted
‘Farther obf'ervanon, however more par- -
;cmﬁlcfriy dlreé'ted, may Jthrow additional .
Jight and robabili
o p ty on thefe fugge- g
. Thus we' have endewoured and we
hops, with fome fuccefs, to eftablifh the -
trath of a {t' ong capabxlxty of abforpt'on
in the gemtal fyﬂem of the female, ong;z-
nating in the vagina; and a dxfpoﬁuon in -
the cxrculatmg mafs, whlcn nobody indeed »
128 quefhoned ‘to be affe@ed accordmg :
to the properties of. what may, be mingled -
intn it. And as; from the | prefent (tare of
?anatomxc al Lnowledwe, we have no right
@O fufpect any other mode than this of
1bforpnon by which the unreje&ed and- :
finer parts of the femen can in any thape,
and with any’ eEe& be determmed to-
revards the ovarn, Iet us fee how thlS can :

’_,be




" be farther afcertam

”: 5 SPECULATIOI\S on &c. o
, i : .

fuppofe to be the effect of the '1b('0rbc_d

fi m=:
-~ femen, and thc future appmrances of 1 -1

© pregnations.

ed by what we may‘

B AL

Ll
e wry
- 'F af
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-

THv hYPOTHESIS F ‘&’QTHF}( qUPPonTnD
- BY THE A.PPARL\:T EFFECTS OF THE AB: |
'SORBED SEMEN, AND BY THE APPEAR-
ANCES OF IMPREGNATION: IN WHICH
.. m:\s;LRUATIO\I 1s cowsmm D IN A
NEW POINT OF VIEW: B

in humm creamres-—-—qnd though we
,Cuf“nrcd froxn nther 'muna]s of the more
“perfedt kind; at. prefent vwe have no bufi-
nefs to ex:end the inquiry farther—the
evolution of all their partsis c“mdual, and
the work of time. . From ‘the moment in
W hxch tlh, ovqrmn nucleus; if we may be

H o pes

“a
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, fpcrmxttcd the e\prefﬁon receives. the vivi-
fying 1mpulfe from the femen; till the: pe-

- ‘riod of puberty- from the dawnof its ex-
T xﬁence to the - completion of its figure and_ -
its powers, its alterations are fo many, and:'ff
{o varied,’ that our idea of the germ isnot -
recognifable in- that of the mfanr and our .-
-idea of the infant hgain is lofl in that of o

- the perfect anjmal. A gelatmous particle,
~without neceffary form and-texture, be-
~comies a ftupendous fabric, fo. intricate

- and. elaborate, though, at.the fame time, -
-perfe® and complete, that human inge~
nuity and reafon bave toiled almoft fruit~

Jefsly for-thoufands. of years in invefti-

. gating the progre{'s. - Something new is’
‘every. moment acqmrcd ‘without " our

knowledge either- of its caufle or effec’i

‘and parts ‘are obhtcmted whofe ufe we

"now not, nor could conceive how the
Tofs was indemnified.  The progrefs of
- the very enrly periods is buned in uncer-
;amt} and conjecture; the next- '1dvauceu.{
though fomewhat lefs obfcure, have been

apzl.czouﬂv 'md fupcrﬁcxa ly: e\avnmed

mpm:c*\m 161&.’“ S 'i‘i‘s =

f,zmd explamnd and .‘f' we have acquu’ed '
- fonieidea of the feetus unmechately before
v,_,'dchvery, this. event no fooner happens
- than we are agdin bénighted with its vio-."
"+ lent revolutxon and ‘change; The former L
- mode of nuitritiox, ‘depending; though we.
- do Tiot well know how, uponi the mmher, -
1s fuddenly extmguxfhed dnd a new one -
ds fuddenly adopted, the blood forfakes 7
' fome of its old channels, and urges- its
way through new ones; evacuations be~.
fore unknown now become evxdent 3 the -
- fenfes now begin, though exceedmgﬂowly,'

to affume their influencé; and in Ihort an’.

_almoft new exiftence takes place. After
~this great revolution, the progrefs is more

equal and difcernible; the fubftantial
parts. of the body are gradually deve- -

loped~ the fenfes, depending upon thefe e

 parts, acquire their difcrimination and po-

Tlith; and among the laft eﬁ'orts of Nature.

in completing the human fabri¢, the or- L

- gans of generatlon are evolved and com-" :
;-H'__z'» e
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Tt has mdeed bcen averred by fomc, tha..-_

II the different organs of the animal in

V its completc fate : are orxgmal 2nd diftin@
in the cmbryo and are only unfoldcd andV

> rendered . more . evldent by its increale.

- This f.lrely is not:the cafe. The ammal is .
‘icermnly endowed with a powcr of com=.

plctmg itfelf; and can, from inorganized

parts, - produce an mgamzed ftructure.

‘The parts are only evolved and pmfe&cd

o as: thﬂy become ncceﬁ'ary and ufeful in
_the different ﬁ:ages ; and the evolution of

“many of them can. be prevented without
- the deftruction of life, or exceflive preju-
~ dice to thofe already evolved. 1f the dif~
- ferent organs, or rather principles, are at

. firft pcrfe& why are thofe effedts which

‘depend upon ‘them not perfeé‘ alfo? Why
" is the ftate of infancy a a ftate of idiotifm ?

- why is the temper of youth capricious and

flexible ? and why are the temper and paf-
:’ﬁons of the adult but barel ¥ difcernible
~in the m‘ecedmg {’c'zges? To accept of a
. very ﬁmple and familiar proof-——-\Verc
~_thofe organs, on whzch thefe effects: de-
| R e " pend,

IMPREGN—\TION R £ &

: pend coeval thh the origin of our bodxes,,
‘how happens it that early caftration not -
“only prevents the. appetxtc for the inter- -
;courf'e of the fexes, 2nd even ext,nguﬂhcb
ity if the appetite has anticipated the ope- . .
‘ '-ratxon, but alfo a&s generally and effe@u- '.[,;_
- ally.in dis mmﬂunﬂr and pervertmg the -
powers } both of the body and the mmd? ’
1f the ovum in the ovariam contains the |
'complete animal, how happens the Mu—-'
- latto to be produ"ed or, among brutes, ;
* the mule ? It may be objeéted to thefe ob-
- fervations and mferenccs, That thehte ex~
f “panfion ¢ of moft of the powers of the body
~and mind depend not on the prior want of

* thofé complete organs to which thefe pow=.
“ers belong, but on that imbecility and

- want of tone whxch maturating.years re=
* move or remedy.. The objedtor may fay,

o

That before parturxtton the feetus can ufe

- none of its organs, except the few fimple

ones wh1ch fupport the limited exiftence it
enjoys; and that after parturicion ti the mfant

c2 nnotv.a]k touch, fee; or hear, with pre-
| mﬁon, onhy on account of the feeblenels

H 3 s : 7. S Qz, fii-

B,
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of the hmbs, or orghns W’thh admimﬁer‘ |
to thef'e operations. But a parucular ex~ .
amlnanon of thefe’ obje&mns would lmd_ .
‘us into an mquxry not untenally conne®-
,ed vuth our pre{'cnt deﬁwn, 2nd ‘into a
field' perhaps as liable to the vafruencfs of
con_;eé'ture as any in phy ﬁologyt - We
‘ 'may h'we occaﬁon, howe"er in the courfe ,
of thefe fpecul;xtxons, to looL a httle fqr-—*",
~ther i into tlus progrcfs and conneé’uon of-
_the mmd and body ;- and thcrefore we |

v'rﬂlall only remark at. prefent, that thefe
obje&xons only mforrn us, that e have

' legs, arms, CYCc, and ears, beforc we Lnovf“f
" how to ufe them rﬂtxonelly “nd mth ef<
f j"'e& bL.t they ful nifh no proof thut theft

g parts, thefe organs, were coeval with the
_'rudxments of the fmtus. If the ammal

has not great eﬁicacv in completm«r itGlf,
whence anfes that continuation of fyﬁem
, m the cxcamces of WOLDdS ‘and b) ‘what
means have the parts ¢ of - the human bod;:k )
- been often regener ated ? And if it was
':’falr to mtroducc the phenomena of im=
"Eoerff’c, ammals, in an mquuy concemmg ;

R ¢

s e . B 4

2 I'\II’x\EGNATXON 1] ';

tshe mof’t perfer‘t we would aﬂ,., whence
the loft claw or arm 'of “thé lobfter is fo
~ fpeedily and eompletely reftored, and how'
“the {hredded polypus is xm..ltxphed ? Has
~ Nature at firlt, fupphed the animal thh
{fpare parts, that all future accxdents may B }‘
- 'be provided agamf’c ? and in certain cir=

cumftances, as in caft?ation, has fhe left.

e

it in the power of accident .or defign to -

H 4. SRRt be-

& - ' R

RS

: cxrcumvene the ftrongeft eéorts of ranonal '
as well as ammal life? T
~ - But it is forelgn to our purpofe to m- |
E fquu‘e into all the variations and «raduel _
deyelopements throughout the fy{’cem.
- Wewifh to conﬁne ourfelves, as faras the
"'nature of the f'ub}eét will permit, to the.
'mve[’tmatxon of that change only in the
k erenital fyftem of the female which takes
~place_at puberty, and by which the hu-

~man female is thﬁed for the repx oduc-
| tion of the fpecies. - ’

As we are of opinion, then fuﬁicxently
founded we fuppof’e that the different
organs are completed only as they become ‘
reqmﬁtc 'md neceﬁlzry; confequentl}, we.



Y20 SPECULATIONS cmv

belicve thc evoluttop of the gcnemtm, 01-;,
kgﬂms in both fexes muft be among thelaﬂ;g
-eflorts of the increafe and compleuonofthc ,

body Thxs evolutxon could not haveraken

place earlier. - If it had, the mmd ‘muft
,have been affeQed by thefe n;npnlﬁs which .
~announce the maturation of thefe: organs"

by which- we know the mind and body are

connected. But this is not the cafe. In
‘neither of the fe\cs is there one idea he--
trayed, before. puberty' of that. newﬁ'xry‘
“union of the fexes. They think not about
it; becaufe, if you will, they know no more
'«bour it than the infanct daes of right and
wrong.  Hence, we belicve, that the pro-
f"penﬁueo and aTTeéhQns vrlnch indicate the

maturity and power of organs are fimul-
,tan,co'us with thefe organs; and the .con-
trary. eﬁdcs, thele organs, ‘and the ideas

“griginating and ‘combined * with them,v

~could ‘not, conﬁﬁemly with the wifdom
~of INature, have been blougih forward be-
,forc pubert} “in the male, the foun-

:?fdatxun and’ powers of m'zturatxon oF tha(‘

"ﬁrcmth, <.nd of tLoﬁ. morc muonal qua-
. R htxe

- 'n.mxncx:mmn o R T

imcs wlnch bclong to bxm, are Iaxd bcforc

’ .puberty hence commumcamon thh the
- female, before thefe . are finally arrange d
_k_and fecured, is inefficient, and entails ups
~on’him debility both of body and mmd
~The Lm*e thing holds, as far as the famc '
~ends are concerned, mth refped to tlle"
female ; and we cannot fuppofe that Na
" ture'could be fo idly eccentric, as to pu--
- nith the femalc with a dxf’poﬁ'xon or pro-.

penfity to pmu‘eate, “before the body was’
capable of undergoing the various difor-
ders and dangers of pregnancy and par=

- turition. We have already hinted, that
- for the fame, or ﬂmﬂm xeafonc none ofﬁ‘l

the ordmmy organs of fenfe are. th‘ied
to ‘receive or communicate’ diftin& un-
preflions,’ tlll the bmm the common em-

.. porium of them all, has acqmred thofe
- properties which' muﬂ ﬁt it for its- ardi-
~ ous offices ; and, as in the cafe alreudy )
~ more parncuhrlv mveﬁxgated the powers’

of the mind, g:aduall} unfolduw them- "~

{elveq ﬁmu]r'menuﬂ} wxrh thc orgam ofi

the - body whtch arc to fupporc them,

: N u.,un.,
A
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! countemncc the op:\mon. \Verc we dxfpo-

- phyfical dlfqmﬁtlon concerning the rife,

{ed to enter at much 1ength mto a meta~

progrefs, and conneéhon, of the powers of -
“the body and mind, this part.of our in-

o

s'?

~quiry almoft neceﬂhnly demands it. 'We -
 thall only obferve, however, that itis in -

Lhe manner whlch we have been defcrx- .‘

bing,. that thag power of the mind, which
“the philofophers of modern. times ctllgx‘h
Common Senfe, feems’ o or1gmate, and -
~to be completed.’ Tlus faculty operates

to our convidlion, though only with what -
~ may be called: the ranonahty of mamnty,:

by an inftantaneous, inftinctive, and irre~

fiftible impulfe, not by the flow progrefe.

“of comparifon and argumentanon. Inin~

fancy and youth it is fcqrcely perceptible,

er very imperfect ; -and, as we have faid,.
" jt'is' only when the dlﬁ'crent organs ‘of

fenfe have heen’ comp}etclv evolved and
-all their parts found ‘and juft, that this
ower of the mind is finally efleCtuated

and cﬁabhﬂ}ed This faculty, rhouoh it

ef’ms efl ntwlly dxﬂ"cr@nt from. ch{‘on, e
' S el

S8,

.

e

AT
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: yno doubt the orwm of/u 3 for thc exten~

fion of common fenfe, from mcmory, or-

'rather from companf'on, and what 1 may be
called the balance of the fenfes, conftitutes:
" what s called Reafon apd]udgment. We
have faid, that while the organs are in-.
jcomnlete from- mi’ancy, or from difeafe;
‘fthexr communication th the underftand-
© ing is alfo unjuft and 1ncon§plete. ‘Thofe ~
~who have been born blind, or whofe eyes
“have been dcﬂ:royed in 1nfancy before
~they were become: ufeful, have none of
‘thofe ideas which depend upon the eye ;-
it'is the fame with the deaf, and in all
5§1cafes of ideas depending ‘upon one fenfe:

and we may ¢ add, as perfedly in our way,.

the early caﬁratcd have no comprehenﬁon :

of, or propenﬁty to, the’ granf;cadons of

,_love. ~In difeafe, fomethmg fimilar. hap-

pens, which, though it is not’ precxfely to

our purpoﬁ, feems to conﬁrm our gene eral:
~ideas. The difeafed organ tranﬁmts par-

tially or mcompletcly to the fenfonum 5
and the adlion of the rmnd s, proportlon-

}élly crroncous arld mcomplctc. When

both :
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both e) es ale found and a&zve they come.
municate in the fame mﬁant with what -
 are called correfpondmg points in the fen-"
forium; that is, two {enfations pﬂrfe&ly:{;
fimilar are commumcated in the fame i in- "
ftant; and therefore, in the cenforlu m, on- "
ly one ncrcepnon can be recordcd Butif’

the communication of one of the e} es be"A
retarded by difeafe, or by any. other cir- -
i cumﬁance, the progrefs of fenfation. be-"
* comes unequal, the fenforium will receive .
- twoimpulfes from the fame ob_]c& though

“the apphcatxon to the external organs hap- -
pened at the fame mﬂant, and hence vifion:

wm be doub‘c.» ‘In the fame manner, the;{

muﬁcxan froma Lcmporary defedt,or from
accxdental difeafe, in the organ of hearing

npcn one fide, was' tortured % with th;. re=
, pf*tmon of a fingle found and every boy "
- knows though difeafe aés not here, that.

o af he rolls a ball‘in the hollow of his left

. hand, by ! the two firft ﬁngers of his. rxght
Ao ﬁrm]y plalted over one another that the’
fecond is in fact comprcﬁ’ed by the firft,

Lhat he c..rmot fcarcel j c.VOld behev’ng he
, ,3"‘

~

s mlhng a couple of balls at-the farac
“time.". Do not all thcf things fhow—-—ana
“-a thoufand other cxrcumﬁances mxght be
~adduced to_ ﬁreng..h the proof—that the
* mind acquires its powers only as the parts' :
* of the body are unfolded and confirmed 5 -
that the body is perfe&ed only as the mmd_ L
15 quahﬁed to receive its’ 1mpreﬁ'10ns and -
,_ ;th'tt the parts of the body are perfe&ed by' .
'{one another? . -

e,

i TMPREGRATIONS. - iy

Durmg mfahcy aﬂd yoUth f’cmé’tly, the« :

" ovaria are ﬁmple inorganic maH‘es, par~
"takmﬂ' of 1 no more life than i is barely fuffi-;

lent to fuftnn them, and conne&. them :
w1th that en\.rgy and’ progrefs of conftitu- -

* tion’ Wlnch are after\vards to unfold all’
“their propertxes., ‘At the pertod of pu~

berty, thus denominated from the chanwe
which tal.es place’in the genxtal fyftem a-.»_'b‘

: 'tlns time of hfe, this progrefs and develope-

ment of the ovaria is finithed by Nature; .
and thefe bodies are gener ated, and com-=
pleted Wwithin them, which will exift with- -
out 1mpregnatxon by the male, but which

" this tmpregnation alone can,ﬁnallymauu— >

S rate
-8 : FI 7 = DR
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v‘ ‘as well g5 Reafon, ‘founded on the. foré-

' "omg arguments, affure us; and that thie
va of all the foetufes, whxch thc fcmale L
B cani aﬁexwards produce, are geuerated at
s that time; feems equally certain. Did we .
“admi the analogieal evideuce arifing from

~the phmnomem of other -animals and of

- vegetables, we might: here add: conﬁder- ,

-

ably to the clucidation. of our fubjeét;

_but as there are, matenal dxﬁm&mns be~ -

teen every order in nature, and ‘as.(d

Jittle is accura tely known of any of them,i

we - catiniot admit thefe things in proof.

“Though  this chemge in the ovaria is.the"’
* moft eﬁ'entml—-—for what prevents a change ,
in tbe'n prevents itin all the refl, -and the
reverfe does ot h'lppen——l fay, though ,
“‘this change in the ovaria . be the moft’
“effential, the Whule gemtal fy*’(em alfo
undergoes a very material change. The
- fimple alterations of fir uﬂure and dimen -

- fions in the different parts of this fyftem;

' ‘houfrh thev are_nect.ﬁiuv xnd [ubiervx-.~-;
ént

4

o

BRI

- rate and evolve.j That thcfe bodxea afé | 3
ot generated at ari carlier date, Anatomy i

-u‘x&i’pnncumxdﬁ; v ffté’i |

--T_ent to generatlon and parturmon, yet.

they are not fo. materxé‘ cither in thém~ -~

felves, or to our purpofe, as to require a |
~minute defcnptxon. This, however, is
,not the cafe with refpe& to the catamenia,

We are forry to feel ourfelves again

',‘prompted, and warranted, to exprefs our -
i dx{hppx obﬂ.tlon of anotler principal doc-

trine in phyﬁology Though the prefence
of the catamenia be e[fentxally neceffary -
to the health of the human female; and

" makes a part inher complete conftitution; -
~and chough it be equally effential to the ~
‘generation ‘and ‘nutrition of the feetus,

phyfiologifis, as if they were determined
never to condefcend to walk i in'the path

of utility and common fenfe, ha.ve lavithed -

a world of learmng on the active caufes
and mode, that i 1s, o1 what they call the

~ theory. of menﬂ;ruanon but they have -
Deftowed very little attention on the ulti-'
_mare intention of this extraordmary fecre-

fion. - In theis great fagacity, they have ’k

condefcended to confider it as'livie wuvva -

rhan a natural evacuatxon and an unque~
BT : ﬁxonable
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ﬂxomble c‘n'xrf.&er ’hc, no mattes hcw, of

‘Female puberty' but then, ?gam, they

ha've madc us ample 'uncnds by their in=- i

~.genious IUCubmnons ‘concerning f‘enera}'

;,elhrs

t"‘

ntcrus———aqd h TC; ° again; we cannot. qvm?

remarking. the difcredit- brought uporiy
. anatomical obfervations, by the grofs andty.

- bold affertions and cont.adx&xons, on Ehu
_very fuby’c:z, ‘of ‘thofe who have alway
- been ranLcd among. the higheft and mof}
' rcf'pc&alﬂc in the ')rofeﬁlon (cy: 1 fay, ke
jr'c be dccxded as it will concerning th
P"OI‘I"'].HI‘:IC&*)OD. bmween the uterus aug
~placenta,no tmnkmg pe rion will heﬁtmc
concluuf* that by this commumcatlo'l t!
fo:ms is nou"xihed w hxlc 1t: comtinues ;

™
""-.'V‘(
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he Iur’ rr*i; Lled: .m’ E/"l).r, and a
“other b:u: 5 m t'jxrvfubj‘m RS : :

p]cthora topical convcﬁxcfx, ferment, ha= 3}
41
Jitus, .butchers fhamb s, »'znd bxﬂwcr.,,

Let it be dccidcd as it may cmc& ning {h
the maﬁomoﬁng veflels of the placenta and ;3.

M“‘ <

, IMPR::.G‘\IAT!O‘T. U ”12'9’:’ ‘

Lhe v*omb and if the foetus is not in e

womb, that its nutrition is s carried on by
the fame orxgmal means, though not by

the fame mode. Daoes not thc ceffation -

of "the catamenia during Pregnancy, al-
though the fcerus be lodged in the tubes

or abdomen, authorife this laft idea? Butr

ve ﬂlall have occafion to give farther at-
téntion o it ,_afterwards., It is chiefly

vith 2 view to the nutrition of the feetus -

that this e*{trafangmﬁcatmn in the female -
i¢ provided by Nature ; and we are not to
svonder at its remote and penodxcal returns -
and difchdrge in the {tate of natural health.

Nature, no doubt for fomie foe purpofes;,

feems to have 1mplanted in'us an extréme

dehcacy in every fituation refpcftmg ge=

seration ; 2nd how would this delicacy
have been fretted, if the catamenia had
drilled off as fpeedily as they were gene-
rated ! We might as well wonder that the ‘
urine and alvine fzces were not allowed -
10 pafs off as gradually asthey were pro-
duced, by the organs which. conveyed’
~ them to their refervolrs. We are told,

L , - 100,
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too, thh an air of tr 1umph xll becommff,

the puenhty of'the r¥mark, that menftru-
ation is not abfolutely neceflary. cither to

the generation or the nutrition- of the

fcctus, becaufe no females but the human, |
“are {ubjed to it. But is not this the rea~:
fon why it may be neceffary in the hu-

man female? Is ot the human female

farely as well ghtitled to a peculiar mode
of cénceptxon and foetal nutrition as the
brute, the fowl, the fith, or the infet ?-
Had menftruaticn been a rare occurrence’ -
among the human females, the remarl'l
nnght have bad weight with it; butas®

it 1s freneral and ev:dently connc&ed

“wwith generatxon and feetal nuatrition, in

fome fhape or other, the remark is ab- -
“furd. But let us take a fulkr view of this -

fubje&

As foon as the human fema‘e arrives at :
‘puberty, an.arrangement takcs place ca-
_pable of meeting all the ordinary incidents -
_of conception and its confequence; not
‘becaufe the means allotted for the growtb '§

of the ammal are. thxown mto anovher.

cbcmncl

©

‘M"“GNATIOH- S 1

rhannel for then all ammals, male a$ well

~ ds female, would. be’ 'fubjec to this extra- :

kfanguxﬁcatxon and difcharge, or fomething
* - fimilar to thefl.
- igfabricated in the general fyftem a fur=

"For this purpofe, there

charge of. blood determmcd to the geni=

ol fy&em, in thé fame manner as other

thmgs are determiried to other outletu, and

* deftined to fupport the feerns; but as the

contm‘ued dnllmg off of this estra blood

» ,would as we bdve already obferved, be
T e.{ceedlngly inconvenient, and, as our feel~

ings are, difgulting, ‘Nature has prepared '
as it were,” a. ciftern for its reccpmon-—«

What may be f{ufficient to bring on the

hzmorrhagy, ‘however, is. only accumu-~
lated; and the general redundancy, in-
duced by the obftrudtion and accumula«v
tion,fubfides gradually as the hemorrhagy
goes on.’ “Whether the e{'cape of blood
‘mppens throuo'h the ruptuled ot fimply

’_bnlarged extremities of veflels, we fhall
“leave to the anatomxﬁs ‘to determine in
 their éwn good time; as the certainty of

it {'eems neither to involve the ufcfulneil

12 v’of
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of praéhce, nor the enlargement of theow
retical knowledge. - ‘This is the manner
of menftraation in the_ummpregnated fes.
~maley and thefe are the feafons why it
aflumes a per10d1ca1 form. In the im-..
pregnated female, again, the preparation -
of extra blood ftill continues, but its con—i
fumption becomes very different. By the |
extenfion of the uterus, and by the walte”
‘occafioned by the nourithment of the foe- :
~tus and its mvolucra, which, perhapa, in
“the carly mtonths are large and of un--

.common  proportion for “this very pur<

Dofe the furcharge, or ‘extra prcparatlon
of blood is near]y balanced; or-is takeny
up as it is prepared and hence the peris
_“odxcal efforts are almofl loft. The fame’
happens, as' we have already hinted; when

- the feetus is lodged elfewhere than in the -

“uterus. In the firft months of pregnancy;,

however, the: uterine fyftem is. not always-

“able to confume the ﬁncharge of bloed,:

and thereby take off the periodical eﬁ"ort,
“and hence it is clmt the lofs of the feerus’
’ happens moftgcnemlly in thc carly months;.

: , ‘ancl
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i and at the ufual per1od of the catamema,

unlefs acmdcnt has fupervened And itis

) nearly from- the fame reafons that mifs-
‘carriage is fo often threatened in the lat-
~ ter months_of pregnancy, and that the -

foetus is - afterwards. expelled from the' -

" womb. ‘When the feetus_ has acquxredr
-oall that: bulk and ﬁrength which the
~ “capacity and powers of the uterus can

confer ; and when 2 change of circula=

~tion and mode of life becomiés neceﬁ'fxry;

‘to it3 the uterus and feetus become ple- )
thoric; a general accumulanon fucceeds ;.
and the periodical efforts of the catamenia.
return, During the middle months of,
pregnancy the foetus is in a ftate of rapid -
growth, and is capable of confuming all

_the blood which the mother can furnifh ;

but there is neither room nor walte, in-

. the ‘latter menths, for the blood which -

-the mother is ‘conftantly pouring in; and

" “hence arifes that plethora, both in mother
~and child, which is to inftigate the effort

to partuntlon, which occafions the effufion .
after parturxtxon, and whxch is to fupply
Sz the

e
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the extended cxrculanon of the born chdd o
It does not concern'us whether the phm-‘ g

nomena of - parturition. in other ammals,

‘as connedted with thofe times in them
when a plethoric flate may be fuppofed
) e‘nﬁ _correfpond -in any meafure with
what we believe fo,probable in the human -
female. Thcfe ‘analogical reafomnvs are.
~always feduc;ixg ; and, notwuhﬁandmfrf
of their defignation, they never can throw
an effential and interefting light, in fuch
‘an ambxguous and unconnected wa), on

‘what they are deﬁﬂned to illuftrate.

_ But befides the utility of menftruation -
' jito the feetus, we fee a very evident con-
“nedion between 1t and unpremauon, To -

. fpeaL of it as a proof of the ripened qua-

‘hﬁ»atxons of the female, is to fay nothing;
its immediate 1&10(113 effential to concep-~ -
~tion. In thofe brutes swhich exhibit fome-
"‘thmg ﬁmlhr to thxs evacuation, it only
. happens when they are in feafon 3 and.in .

~the human female, it is-well known, thav

‘coitionxis almoft only fuccefsfu] imme=
B dxately afcer thzs evc.cuauon has fubﬁded
' W ho '

; ’mPR'EGN'ATmN. F%?,S

Ho .Who w111 reconcxle thls—md itis no mo-
" dern and groundle(’s obfervation—to the

confequence which has been afcribed. to
rurgidity and tenfion, which we have al-

- réady adverted to?  Almoft every wc~

~ man who has frequently undergone preg- (
‘nancy, and who. has attended judiciouly

~to the ph;enomem of that fituation, calcu~

Jates from the laft ceffation of the cata=

- menia. At this time, or rather very foon.

~ after'it, the plethoric tumule of the gene-~’
ral fyftem is completely fubfided, and the .
‘abforbed femen gets quict and unantici= -
pated pofleflion of ‘the circulating mafs ;
‘and at the fame time, the rrradu'llly re=

turning plethora promotes its action, and
perhaps its determination, to the ovaria. -
When the catamenia are uherrupted or.
profufe and frequent, as a primary dif=

eafe, xmprewnauon feldom takes place;
='1nd Lt admits not of a doubt, that when

thc determination of -the plethouc blood

' '1s towards ‘the mamme, in' the form of

milk, coition is unfucce(sful . and that as

e foon as- its determmauon to the uterine

D VR fyﬁem

0 R |
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fyI’cem 1 re“tored other thlﬂga bcmg fa- -

vourable, comon again is fortunate,’ \Vc”
may “add as a known fa&, and cftablithing
our obfervauon that continuing to give '
fuck. after. the’ ufhal period will occupy:

the plethora, and ‘prevent its determina-
tion, in the form of blood, to the uterine
fyltem. It is an zdditional reploach to

the groﬁhefs of hunnn nature, that {this
praclice hath too ofteu been put in ex-

‘ecution, in order to obyiate conception,
-Sometimes there is reafon to believe, that
conceptxon has tak en place while the ple~

thoric dete. mination to the mqmmm con~- -

tinued. We are rather dxf'pof'ed to be-
lieve, that the complete determination to
the mamma had then cea afed to prevaxl
and that its return to the uterine fyftem
was }ecommenced, -for about the fame
time, the milk lofes its *a‘imentai'y qua-
~ht1es and ﬂradually dwmdles away.

1t may be faid, indeed, that conception.

: h*s taken pl'xee in women before the firft
gruption. oF the catamenia, before their re-
furn atce" oartu rition, or freouent]} in tbc

R ﬁ-a..-
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igme woman who had never been fubje&-'
~gd to. menﬁruanon. Thefe cafes ‘may have
3 happened and may very rationally be acs
* counted for by means of the general ideas’

we'have fuggeﬁed concerning menﬁrua—

- tion and pregnancy ; and thongh they
‘were mnot, they no more will- mfrmge a
'general rule, than the produé’uon of ‘a
‘monfler, ‘the evoluuon of a. feetus 1n the
';»I’allopxan tube or abdomen, or its ftill
‘more marvellous evolution in the fcro=

- tum of the male. ~ In thefe cafes of con-

ception, however, which we have been al=

§ Juding to, the plethoric ffate muﬁ have -

taken place; and in either of them it mxght
have been taken off without actual he-
morrhagy; nay, conception might have -

'happcned at the commencement of this"
Aftate, in thofe. where the catamenia had

formerly flowed, or where it afterwards
did flow, and the plethoric blood been

then confumed as in the other periods of
jI:renrnamey But the quantity of blood
- may ‘be diminifhed by the- ‘bowels, the

}xdneys, the ﬂ;xn, or other outlets, thougb
‘ot
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ot under the expref‘s appemrancc and tex-
ture of blood; aud every one knows, that
“the uterine hemorrhagy, when abfent, or’’

deﬁcxem’, has often been balanced by an

effuﬁon of real blood from whatever part‘j‘
it found leaft rcﬁﬁance. Let usadd, too, -

thatin laborious women, the hemorrhagy
13 alwa}s finall, and its pertods diftant;
Whlle in the indolent and luxurious, whofe

fecrcmons arenot ag gravated or mulnphed"

by excrt:on, its quantity is great, and it

penodu not fo remote, Hence, without.
" any violence, we may infer, that the fame
édufes which can fo certainly and effe@u- -

ally conceal the fema‘e plethora, and di-

- minifh the uterine hemor rhagy, ma}, m(
fome women, and in fome climates, al--

~moft, or entirely, confume it, without pre-

Judxce to conceptxon, or the nutrmon oF'

the foetus. ,
‘Were it nota’ quefhon more of curzoﬁ-

: ty than of real utility, we mxghc here en-

quue, whether the extirpation of the ova-

fia in the human female before pubertv ‘

or ever\ 1ftcr all the charaé‘temﬁxcs of pu-
. L - b(‘r[y

‘,\\
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‘berty have been e(’cabh{hed could prevent "
- or abolilh the catamenia? If weare al-
- Jowed to.conjecture from analogy, butthis

mode -of reafoning is but very partxally',

'.Jui‘t we fhall be at no- lofs to determine ;

but we can fearcely: hope, from what is'

- glready known of the operation, ever to,
- fee the conjetture confuted or confirmed
_on the human fubjeét. Thefame queftion
~alfo firikes us, and perhaps muft allo re-
‘main under the fame dubiety, concerning
 dropfy, fchirrofity, and other difeafes of
“the ovaria. "It is generally after death

only that thefe dxfeafes are known and .

Adxﬁmgm{hcd before this, their caufes,
‘commcncement, ‘and pro“rrefs, are quite
: conjeé‘tural and as we can fcarcely fup--
~pofe both ovaria in the fame perfon to be"
 affeéted with the fame difeafe at the fame

time, the probabxhty of conjeé’ture fe°ms

' nveakened more and more.’

But we have faid enough to- defcnbe
and fubftantiate thofe parts of the female

: whxch are either diredtly or ma-reé’dy
. connc&ed mth gerlelavon, with unequi-

vocal
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‘ vocal rcferences to the modes in Whlch'i
sve fee much reafon 'to believe them ap—»

,’ghcd- and we furely would have bee

'»»'more frugal of our-obfervations, and ‘e~

- verity of réfle@ion, had our predeceflors.
. extended their inquiries fomewhat farther.

' bcyonJ the umnforzmng detail of minutg
anatomical demonﬁratxon and of the re=
- mote and unf@aﬁb}y connedted caufes of

.gppearances, without effectual .regard to

© their conjundtly efficient caufes and con-
- fequences. We' fhall now,. then, follow
. the pherzomienahof impregnation in as
direct and pofitive 2 manner as our mate- .
' pials, in a fubje&t fo abfcure and myfteri--

ous, will admit; and fee how far they are

}*econcﬂcable and conﬁﬂ;ent vmh the ge-

neral ideas we havc fuggeﬁed

Lct us, however, briefly xecapxtt.lats. g
what we have faid, and infinuate what
we yet wifh to demon&ra‘e, in order to .
cftablifh the. probabxhty of onr opinion, -

| znd the tmth of our Speculations.

ppcﬁrs that the human fabric is, i
ek mgm, rude and mcomplcte but pofe -
- : ' {efﬁns* :

.:6“

i slr»mmzcm.'rmm S yﬂu?

; feﬁ'm powers and qu"dmes tlioroughly
Capable of completmg itfelf;, conneted -

undoubtedly +with the influencé of the

* materials of nutrition from without; that
Cin confequence of thefe prmmples, the'
. whole geniral’ fyﬁzem of the female under-

goes. ‘at puberty, a complcte revohition : ;
and enlargemcnt of property, by which - |

dloneitis quahﬁed for its fugare purpof'es,_ L

that the powers of the mind, as intimate=
Iy conne&ed with the perfe& evolutlou‘
of the different organs; at this time ac+"
quire all their- ftrength, except what they*

may afterwalds derive from: experiences

and thar, in pamcular, from the e"oiunoa

of the organs of generation, new and an\

known propenfities and ideas are at this
‘period awal cened. ltis at this peried that
‘that mﬁmr‘i—-for though it is the means

of the renovmon of m«nkmd from ltaﬁ"‘
ci‘ xa&en{hce we can afford. it no more

)w"tab!e dcﬁanatxon——whxch unpel:: the =

female to the ufe of thofe ¢ organs whick

are. thus unfolded ‘burfts vehcmently nte

QO;U‘B, and x.t f&tls not, thounh it may -

dxﬂ"c.x
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'dlﬂ’er from the hlgheﬁ to the Ioweﬁ deo'

gree, and may be regulated by the othcr Ny
" operations of the mind, dll the organs- -

- upon whichit depends are confounded by

* the advances of age, or by dxfeafe. Aeap-

pears, to0, that” at thlS p"rxod the ovaris;.
by che original or nanve powers and ew;er-:
* tions of the female conftitution, have ge=
" nerated and egmpleted within themfclveq ,

thofe {taminz; thofe pnncxples-—-for it is:

idie'to Qraggle about ova, or words whxcn. '

are not f{trictly approprlated——by whichi

the havock of death is to be repaired, and

"';"to the ultimate perfeé’hon of ~which; the
_animating influence of the male femcn,
and the fuccendmo* modeg of nutrition, are
_only wantf*d W hexeby the whole {yftemx
" may be thrawn into action. - How this
enérgy. of the femen cannot be dpplied to
 the ov arxa, or, in other words, how the
: umtecf. efforts of the male and ‘female to-
_1."ards the renovatxm of the f'r’cxes cannot
be fuccefmul ‘we have alrcady demonira-
~ted ; and we are now fuppoﬁncr and en=
dea\'ou;mg 15 v.cll as we can to eftablifk

3 . e

the

. . : . .

ﬁvIPREGNATION'- L ,4§

t‘ne p‘obabxhty, that. thxs energy is apph-' -
- ed,.or that i impregnation is accomphfhed ,;
by the abforbents, chiefly of the vagina,
" attaching and conveying™ to the: cn‘cula.3

ting mafs the finer and more ufeful’ part"‘

- of the femen, where they are zntxmately
* blpnd d withit, and their partxcular pro-

perues loft in thofe.of the ‘general mixrure, -
From this mixture, however condudted i in

- the procefs, we farther fi uppofe that a very

material changeis induced throughout the
whole female c1rculatmg fy(’cem, the ulti-
mate influence of which is determined,’
by the operations of Nature to the ovaria,
The ovum-—perhaps thus: very xmproper- g
ly defigned, as Jintroducing an idea mno

way connefted with the order of human

beings, . but we muft. retain i, though

-mexely as ‘a word wlthout-any expref's

meaning initfelf—the ovum ,already com-
plete within the ovarxa, is now fecunda-

_ted and evolved ‘ina manner fomewhat )

r&:fembhmr the. bean, if we may ufe the

‘comp"trxfon, WnoIe parts, by age and ma- -

turatxon, '
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tiration, being ready to be unfolded are
fubjc&ed to vegétation : and increafing pré<
‘perties, by means of théir contact with thc'_,'

fccund.atmg eart:h,

..“,” -
e LMy T
- ’,"*r""»

CHAP. IV

R

__OF THE ACTIVITY OF THE SEMEN, FROM

~ITS EFFECTS, BY RI:SORP;‘ION, ON THE
MALE s Tl =

Vv muf’c now proceed to the phenome-

“na of concepnon, though we - are fuﬁi-;«_'

mently conftious of - the wcaknef‘s of our

guides;. and ‘the obfcunty ‘which hangs
" over every ﬁep we take. We fhaﬂ how-—‘;i T

~ ever, be as rational and urcumfpeé‘t aswe ol
- can’ ,'iand though the obfervat:ons ‘we. i
have ‘to brmg forward may be thouvht
by many. neither fufﬁuently perfpmuous-‘_

. mor concluﬁve, they may, neverthelefs, be -
- the means of awakemng cunoﬁty, and of

. JAY

K ‘ " | urgmg ; :
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)7
‘-urgmg ‘the mrremnty of - tho{'e taﬁ have

'rreater abilities, and' better opportunity. -

~ It need not be repeatgd that the femi-
. ‘nal fluid. of the ‘male is an ‘exceedingly -

penetratmg and active fubftance. Its ef-
fe@s after it is generated even upon the
‘f':'male, demonﬁr te Its adtivi ity and infla- .
“ence_ far beyond ‘the precinéts wherein we

believe it to ke’ accumulated. * After pu-',
~ berty, the fecretion of it, during even in-
“different health, is continually going on;

" and thofe colle&xons of it in its refervoirs,

which are not- thrown out by venereal ex~
ermfe,orby other means lefs decent, are re-
~forbed and mingled with the general mafs,
Tt would involve us ina dxfcuﬁion nowife
i »mat(,rml to our pxe('ent inquiry, though-
._perhaps of more confequence than we are
aware of, to attend to the mucﬂ'wmous
ftate of “the femen when not e\cefﬁvel

o freque Il[iy rew&ed whlle, at the. famw

gime, we a ﬂ"med from unqueﬂxonable.
cxpcnmcnts that this fluid, if retained,
after expulfion, in a degree of heat neally‘
' Pquﬂ to what we may fuppofc that of the
g | - ' veﬁcul 2

3

rveﬁcula. fe'nmales or oftne vagma to be,"
—and in other. cu‘cumﬁanccs with- refp"& .
e contammg “veffels as nearly fimilar, be-

comes of a watery thinnefs’ and colour in

vpry fhort time.  The quc{hon would

be, Why the feminal fluid loft its tenacity

in voflels and Lieat fimilay: to thofe of the o
Yeficulz fermnales, while we mu{’t beheve" A
that in the veficulz feminzies no fuch
vonfequences enfued ? ‘But let us go on,

In the veficule fexmnalcs this fluid is not’

f‘ompletcly reforbed ; fome of it flies off -
Dy the newhbourmg exhalants, and fome- -

‘,umea evento fucha de«ree that its odour
s dxfcermble by thofe of acute fmell and

kits excefs 'tbfolutely becomes a difeafe. o
What is actually reforbed about the pes . -~
*riod of puberty before the {yltem ‘has -

S

“been habituated to it, or faturated with
i, produces very curious and remarkable

veffeCts .over the vwhole body- and the
“proofs from caﬁ:ratxon, as well as general
~obfervation, . are always at hand to con-~

firm the opinien. The flefh and ﬂun,
from bemg tender, ddxcaw, and irritable;

mpnrcNA'rIon'. 47,7"
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) becorne coarfe and ﬁrm the body m ged,

neral 1ofes its fucculcncy; and a new ex=
iftence feems-to take place. -The voice, 3
proof of the tenfion and rlgxdxty of the
~ mufcular fibre, lofing its. terzdernefs and
mequahtxes, becomes. ungratefull y harth;
' hairsareprotruded on parts equally fmooth
“with the reft of the body, though we can-
~not fee thevaufes of the feleGion of the

places of.their growth ;. nd the mind it~ ,

! felf, as'we have already obferved, a&uated.‘

e by the progrefs of the body, and forget~
- ting all its former inclinations and attach-

~ments, acquires diftinétly new p: openﬁ-
"+ ties and. paﬁions. Indezd, therc is at.
~ this perxod though for a fhort time, an,
inftability and unformednﬂfs, which we.

. . cannot be;ter ‘défcribe than by compa-"

" ring it to the agitated needle, which trem=

- bles for a while to- each  fide of the pole 1
~before it acqmres determmauon. But
this inftability is not. the prmcxpal cha—-zy;'
ra&eriftic of thIS period: The fafcmatmg :
~ ideas arifing from. pubcrty alone, over-
' iwhclm evcry thxng for 3 whxlc in their:
e = areer'f—f

- Q “

5

: whxch wa would little expe&

; IMPREGNATION. BERRREES ¢: 4+ RS

,-'caleer and though there may be lefs.-
' ffatmty at this time than actends infancy .
. or dotage, the firength of reafon-s lefs

evident than the degradation of huma-=
nity bordering upon brurahty Manners -
may throw a veil over the infirmities of
this period; but no mode of life, whxle
health remains, is cape?ble of ehtmgm{h—
ing them. ‘In xover-cwxhzed countries, -

‘indeed, manners have often induced a ge- .,
. meral ‘debility and frwoloufnefs both of
body and ‘mind ; but ftill the young ani-.
7 mal who has b°en buried in the counting= -
i.room ﬁnce the moment he.left the nur-

fery, and the almo{’t neurral creature whofe

“mode of hfe has been- unfnendly to the

progrefs both of body and. ‘mind, and

“whofe ideas, by an Lnremxtted and fami-
,har xmercourfe with the’ other fex, have

been almoﬂ gorged before theu' time, €x
hibit ‘a degree of ardour at this perlod
“In the
suder ftates of humanity, too, where the
female 1s; always degraded and the ideas.
of she male 'cfpec“nng thc wmale are ale ;;
, ’ B 3 L L v,a)s

o
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ways oppofed by fomcchmg humlhatmg

- to his favage prxdc, and dlfguﬂm" to his -

feclnws, coarfe as ‘they may be fuppofcd

" to be, and where the miode of . life is nat

favourable to. ftrong propenﬁty, never the—
> lefs the "miour ‘of the male 1s not propor-

tlonally chechd or' diminifhed.. Thele

~ changes arc not. c’ntxrely the effect of - or-

dmarlly progrcﬂxvc age ‘and - ﬁrcngth-
neither are they, promoted by mtclcourfe
© with the world for caftration ‘will anti-

; cipate" them, and premature venery, or

“even gradual familiarity and early ona-
V.mﬁn, will dmumfh them, and in the debi-

.~ litated may g0 far in extinguithing t them,

“Boys who have been fubjected to. caitra-

~ tion, never acquxrc cither that firength of

'body or capacity of mind which dignifies
~the complete malc,.und the fame croel

 and unnatural operation performed ‘on .
~ brute animals, diminifhes  their- bodily:
ﬁrcngth and the fiercenefs of their tem=;
pers 5. and even ,their odour, which ig
oftimes noxfomely firong, by this oper't-"
txon 15 "lmoﬂ: tﬂken 'xway Had we at

an-,

¥
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' any time pa1d much refpe& to the vxva— .
‘ cious conjcctures and predifpofed experi= o
B ments of the ingenious. Buffon, we might .
“here inquire what became of thofe fur- o
plas organized particles which Nature, af- o

ter evolving all the parts of the body, | had
now deﬁmed to the evolutxon of the or-

‘gans of the gcmtal fy fem ? But Leewen- : i :

hoek’s diarrheea of molecul_gs orga'uques =

»;vwant"s-—whlch furely would not be a
very decent way of gcmng rid of his dif-

ficulty—or even the outlets of - mfenﬁblc .

,perfpmtion, would put arms into the @ .; :

hands of an author not hal f fo dexterous

" as the Count de Buffon.

Ke . CHAR
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e ‘OI' THE ACTIVITY 0 THE SEMEN, nND OI‘

ITS INTLUE‘ (‘L ON THE. I‘EMALE, \VITH- .

OU l‘ I IPREGNA i‘ION. -

Ir fuch are the effeds of the féminal’ﬁnﬁd
“xvhen Teforbed by the male, how' pow- '

- erful muﬁ it be when {uddenl} mmgled
L and -moft. probably in greater quantity,

- awith the cxrculatmg ﬁmds of the delicate -
‘ male’ 1t produces not a be‘dd tobe
jfurc, upon ' the human- fcmalc or hornq-

“upon the female brute; but it is to tlm

caufe, this abforptxon of the male femen,. :
whether impregnating or not, that we .
g muﬁ lool. for the etplananon of thofe ges
' \ nf’r 1

5
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mnl changes which are produced in the
- female by coition. The a@ of coition

will ;go but a little way in accountmg for -

" thefe changes; and ‘its extent may ‘be,

Judged by the ‘effect of thofe difgraceful

‘means of gratifying luft which abandon~ -
‘ed women have difcovered and prafhicd -
Coition, then, or rather’ the ‘abforption of
"the {eminal fluid of the male by the fe-~
male, even when not fucceeded by im-
" .pregnatlon, induces an alteration very ge-‘
‘neral over the female fyﬁem, and perhaps -
*lictle {hort of its moft forrunate effets;
“and this, 1ndependent of thofc local or ge="
"‘neral difturbances, or effeds, which the

operation itfelf may be fuppofed capable ‘

of ploducmg 1f it were neceflury to call

in the anthority of eminent men to. fup-i

- portcommon obfervatxon, we mightbring

forward that of the great Harveys. ‘whohas

- dec lared thﬂt \vhcn comon has becn fm\c- .
ety the fame {y mptoms have neve rrh 1ef\.]

frcquentlx fupervencd as if - concep 01 -
- had adually taken place. Nor are thefe

. {ymptoms of Llort dulatxon, or their £ dui

1e.ct.our nezs .
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- thereby cxpofed themfelves to the raillery -
-and ridicule of the ignorant and- unthmk-—u y
“ing. Among ammals, where we canpot
- fuppofe to exift faﬁcy to impofé’ upon or H
hopes and wxfhes to" miflead, the. fame il--

" lufion has’ been feen as vehement and as’

‘ fpermanent. " Bitches, though coition had ‘
‘been’ unprodudive, fays Harvey, have {

e appeared in chexr mammz; they have af= 4}
fumed every appearance of undergomg;f
. the -ufual affliGion of parturition; and &
finding themfelves dlfappomted they have'
~ dexteroufly ftolen a ‘whelp from a more
- fortunate female, and foftercd it with en~ ;5
f,dearments as natural, and aﬁ"ec"txon as¥

f_and doves, after cohabitation with- thexr ¥
m*tes, though it has bebn mcf"e&ual E

Iacxoufnefs caﬁly dcte&ed And hence it -
35, we believe, thqt. women of fufficient
judgment have: oftcn tbought themfelves
impregnated when they ‘were not, and "

fancied themfelves with young ; milk has 4

.

'?K"

' anuouﬂv i
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‘ mxouﬂy fet about butldmg the1r neﬁs. »
"There is. no doubt, Jfimilar ‘appeirances .
might have been obferved in.the females.

of all living creatures wlnch copulate;
and as they haye never;takcn,place, where
they have been obferved, without the an-

_tecedent union of the fexes, it is furely to

thls union. alone we can afcribe thefe ap-
pearances. Itis to be ful"pec;ed however,

“that when thefe appea wances rife to fucka .

height as is de‘cnbed in fome of thofe
cafes which we have enumcrated ‘the firlk

 efforts of impregnation muft have fucceed=

ed, and that they have been retardcd and -
overcome by {fome defect in' the general o

fyﬁern, or rather, perhape'm the ovaria:
“What thefe circumftances are. which thus B

tend to defircy the influence of the femi-
nal fluid already aQually in pofieflion of -
the gengral fy Rem, 2pd at the fame time ™
leave its ‘operation, on . the mind in vi-

-vour, the prefent ﬁate of med:cﬂ L'low =
ledge will fcarcely. perrmt us to hazard a”

QOur wenera; obﬂrvauons,'.*
howcver onzmpregnatxon in the remain- -

_ing

conje&ure.
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‘ mg pagt of thefe Specu]atmns, may be
- ‘omewhat connc&ed w:th tle phcno-,
mena. g a e
- The ovaria are always enlarged by coi-
tion, independent of i 1mpregmtmn. This.
- enlargement, e mean where fortunate
-fecundation: does not take place, is nocq
owing to the afflax of blood fohcxted to
the ovaria by W hat is called the venereal
: oxga(’m, bur td the fecundated blood ex- -
&cxﬁrm its energy on . an organ difquali- e
fied for its ultxm eand Lomplete purpofes, |
by m‘.ptm.de mqlconfoxmatxon, or . dif= 1

afe.‘; If it depﬂnded on this orgafm, or
on the afllux of common blood, why is g
‘not. the Lcermc 1)fﬁf’m comprehcndmg
‘the ov'xrxa, enlarged by the penodxczlf‘
plethora and congre(’uon, to which it Y 34
f :iubjcc’ied and where the means of im=
_pregnation have not been excmﬁd > Thef s
ﬂdzﬂ:r:butxon of blood- veflels to the’ ova»-gj
iz, which is by far larger thm what is &5
: genemlly appropriated- to the ordmaly‘f?
,;.uaé‘uons of hfe and nutrmon, counta-; ‘i

3
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elpecially as the blood ads not here by
f#its quantity or momentum, as we have
" juft now obferved. refpecting the influ=

“ence of the venercal orgafm, or of the ca~
f'tamema. : BRERE
How gencral and a&we thc effeé’zs of
ke feminal fluid may be upon the femalc,
| fyﬁem, when ‘abforbed, and exclufive of *
-impregnation, and. the local influence of
~ ¢oition, may be inferred from the general -
~ change which- thefe effe@s are capable of
-inducing during- comp]cte_ health, which
we have already flightly adverted to
~ from_the relief which they effeGtuate in -
- ‘many fpecxcs of difeafe; and from the |
. variety of new diforders which thefe cf«
~ fe&s inftitute or eftablifh; although the-
- mode of operation by whxch thefe things
~are: accomphz‘hed is very d;ﬁicultly afcer-f'
- tained. : . e
- It would be prohx to go over every"
dxfeafc which Wﬂl warrant thefe opnnons
‘and we could not eaﬁl} carry convxc-"'
tion along with us, ‘where our foregoing

j Ldeas had mct wnh mconﬁderate and ex- -

ceptxong.)lc :

[
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’ ceptxonable Ievxty W’e fhall howeve;,'-
'~ enter fo far’ upon thee fubje@ as to give
¥ ﬁabxhty to our Speculauons ; and though .. -
“4we broach not, or hunt down ever) rdea I

favourable to our fcheme we ﬂlall not

'fuppofe that its reaf0n9b1enef':‘, is xnjured'-
iby our concxfene[é.o» G e e
Ic need Tot excite our ¥ vonaer that thel

‘-fmall quanm* of I_'emen,-_ which almoft

~always remains to be abforbed, thould =
~ occafion a violent and rnamfeﬁ: changc
"“v‘,throurr hout the female con[htunon Like

~ many pox{bus—-anu though its ultxmate

_purpofe reprobates the idea,” we can fee

its operation in- no. faxrer view—it may
.mulcxply in its- provref's 3o md we - know

that rabies, varlo]&, fyphlh and many
- other difeafes, are. rapxdlyyand power= -

'.fully'propagated by an almoft: invifible

quantity of their dxﬁerent and original

f~ .contagxons. ; And we “alfo’ Lnow, if there

‘is any neceflity to reconcile us to the

~ufe of violent means infuring beneficial

‘effe&s, Lhat many of thefe dlfcafes, how- 2

SR N evca

ever far, by thexr deftru&xve tendency, n,

they may contribute ‘t6 the order of Na-
.ture, induce materxal and falubrious al-

T

mon obfervatlon the dehcate female, by

beautiful and aé‘lve fadein their ftrength,

‘their texture, and their - vchxty ‘that

the w1dow, or married -woman, - depm-f

ved of commerce. with her hufband, gra-

dually returns to the 1mperfe€t1ons and

pccuharmes of fingle life; ;~and that the .

,,mmmmﬁ Lo 35’9

terations in the human body. Need we
,wonder, then, that. in the eye of com-

-coition,  often becomes plump. and ro- -
buft, and that’ the plump and. robu& as
‘often become delxcate and thin ; that thc‘ ‘

ancient virgin is generally confumed with |

mﬁrrmty or- dlfeafe? The. alterauon of".
temper in women, efpecxally when coition’

15 unfortunate has been refer red to very :
abfurd caufes’; while the more. probable:'

natural caufc, dependmg upon the abforp-'

tion of a: difeafed or inefficient feminal
fluid, or of a very adive and ‘qualified -

one, by a dxfeafed and 1nefﬁcxem conf’c1~ B

IUUOB



it tachiti

ffiﬁd'f* = seecumﬂo:‘s o% -,

L tulon has never becn mqmred 10607 I

>

~ Chlorofis almo"c always attacks fem'xles :

- 1mmedxately afeer puberty ; and evenf‘
~ when the violence of its' fymptoms have
~not been difcerned till a later period, its |
*ougm and fymptoms, contmued more or
lefs, can always be ‘traced ‘back to that’

4 [,tzme&-—'When the human fyf’cem is com-,
~pletely evolved, and all its parts have’ ac-
f!__.“quued thexr full growth a balance is

pro-

Dkl

- 18 “well known, t00,' vthat the want of cois
3 tion, at the time of life when Nature rens
7 ‘ders them cz :pable of it, induces_mmiy
~difeafes in fem'tles, ‘and” tha; thie’ ule of"f
‘it removes thele and. even’ other difeafes.
: “'\Vc are but poorly fupplied: with upex-"
- ceptlonable matenals to elucidate thefe: -
~~_.opinions 3 rad we are not very fond of
" leaving them fo much_in the mift of
~ conje@ure: we fhall “therefore try to.

- explain,” a.ccordmg to thefc ‘opiniens, a
'dxfexf'e, wherein what we have alleged;
‘:feems to bc moﬂ: chara&enﬁxc and de.-;'

N c1ﬁve. -
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-pl aduced between the cnrcu]atmg and fo- :

lid fyﬁems 3 though; frdm the ideas we
huve fmgeﬁed concerning the catamenia, -

this bzlance in the female cannot Pcnc’t-;,
1y e eaded complete. It is" only com~
‘plete in her when in pcrfe& health, and

ingan- ummpregnated ftate ;  at “other

times, - the catamema, ’as preponderatmfr

agam& thé powers of the folid fyftem,
in proportion to the- degree of their pe~
ried,- difturb the ethbnum, and there-

';by more or lefs induce a ftate inconfift-
-ent with perfeé‘t health.  But when the -
‘propelling power of growth has- ceafed
‘before the flids, either from a&ual dif~
“eafe, or want of umformxty in’ their pe=

riod of 1cceﬁion, with refpect to the pro=

l grefs of the- cnculatlng {yftem, have ac~
"quired. their proper vxgour and tone,; and -
“<when the catamnenia has affumed its de~".
”'ﬁmatwn, before i it 1§ accompamed by the
.general as well as local energy which is
" requifite to expel it,_an univerfal want of |

balance comes on" the blood Iofes 1ts ﬂ:x— :

g
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mu]anng mﬂuence on’ the vmated fohde
' and thefe, in their turn, act feebly on the

- now dxﬁempexed blood. Accordmgl"

- the cure of this difeafe, no master whether
adopted from partlcular theories or fr om
eXpenence, medlcmea are du‘e&ed to re-
flore vigour to the, folids, and conﬁﬁeoccff:;l
cand ftimulus  to- the cxrculatmg mafs.”
- Nature proceeds in the fame manner~
and the beneficial® effets of coition - mff‘
© the cure ‘of: this difeale have been. too
e matenal to eﬁ.ape obfervatxon .t m'ty": :
‘be aﬂeged ‘that thefe effets depend en-
tirely upon local influence; and: that -
.even voluptuous gratxﬁcatmn, by qulet-
.ing the turbulencc of’ pafﬁon, is of con=
fequence in the cure., We: {hall not fay -
that thefe thlngs are; unavallmg, but'it
. appears to us that the relief obtained is
chiefly owing- to the- mcrea"ed inteftine’
_motion, “and confcquent ftimulus, com=
municated to the. ‘circulating mafs by
the. abforbed femen, ‘whereby “the folids

themfelves are ultxmately reﬁored ; and;_‘
cwe”
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We ate the rnore conﬁrmed in thxs opx--" :
mon, becaufe all’ thefe fortunate effe@s
attend, Whether coxtlon ‘be fucceeded by ’
impregnation or not. - Hyftena, and 0):

ther dlfeafes, Would furm{h us Wlth ﬁmx.. .

lar explanatnono.

tieman

N
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OF LHE ‘/I(‘H{E DIRECT AND PROVEABLE

PHENOMENA OF CO\TCEPTION, ACCORD-

NG TO OUR HYPOTHESIS

L

LET us ‘now advanee a httle nearer our
ob_]e& ‘We have feen a firong probabxh-ﬂ'.
ty of an '1bfoxb1ng power in the vagina;: :
and: alfo a firong probabxhty of the femi--

" nal fluid of ‘the male being' thus mmgled

with the general mals of the female con-
ftitution, and its fecundatmg influence de-
: termmed to the ovarla._ “We have alf'o af ,

fumed, and not wn:hout authorxty and
'pxoof far fuperlor to the conceptmns of
Lo e Buffon,

I TSI

S

e II\xPREGNATION. o’m

- Bu&on that the female confhtutlon of 1t—}' -
felf generares within the ovaria the rudi--
* ments of the future animal, whu,h the
fame conftitution, afterwards rendered
'prohﬁc by the feminal fluid of the male,”’
A ‘is capable: of convertmg into’ a' living -
= cre-:ture. e now. only remains to corro-
'f‘borate, as well as we'can, What we have' -
" more generally affamed, ‘apdsto remove. -
i‘fome poﬁible ob_]eéhonsr_ ‘And in doxng
- thefe things, we fhallattend,: for the beft’
" of reafons, to obf'el vations made on brutes,
* not becaufe of any real analogy between
human creatures and brutes but becaufe? ‘
5;'~what happens in one animal, fomethmg
nE ﬁm11 ar to it may happen'in’ another, ..

“Itis beyond a doubt, that in whatcver L

“manner the femen adts upon the female,
it does not a&. fuddenly, noththftandmg
" SEthe generai fcheme and bold aflertions
- of many’ authors. ‘ However fortunate
‘Fcomon may. be ‘the fecundated prcau& -

of the ovaria is not 1mmedxate1y difenga- -
'7‘;"ged “We dare not avouch this fact from."
obfervations made on'the. human fubject,

SR L 3' B becaufe,

° /j P
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Been made by different anatomifts, and
* pérhaps with- very different views 3 and
" though they have not always been mana-
ged with the fame judgment and dexte~
rity, yé_t'nllfof them more or lefs confirm.
~ the idea thatﬂthcre'is 2 very confiderable -
lapfe of time intervening between fortu- -

B '_b__ec'au'fe ﬁich.bbfervétioné;né’iréf'Iiavéubﬁe'evﬁ"’
- attempted, nor ever can, with the i malle(t
 probability of fuccefs : but the diflection
" of brutes, by the moft eminent anato- |

pifts, with a dire@ view to the elucida-
v;tfxonf_qf.;, this' faé, afcertains it as far as’
 {uch evidence can be adm’itfed. In .t.h‘e‘

. Qiffe@ion of fmall’dnimals by De Graaff,

he found ne. doifcérnib_le-‘altefation in the
- uterus- during the firft: forty -hours after

" coition, but a gradual change was per=.

" ceivable in the ovaria; and, what he fup-

" mate coition and ,thé‘;e}:pulﬁb'n of. the

" ovum from the ovaria. * Buy if this is the -
- cafe ﬁ{ith; animals ‘whiclf ’;ti_‘opn"arﬁve at
p{.lbéfty,” and which, Iik;_:’_ human crea=-

‘tures, . copulate not tpg‘exjféﬂ}y ' béforc‘ pu-

o pofed the ripened -origin of the’ future
- “animal, at the end of that timé, lofing ity
~tranfparency, became opaque and ruddy.

berty,—whofe lives are fhort, and confe-
. quently their growth' and progrels in.

' mranfparency, | _ - equal periods of rime more rapid than
. After that time, the fimbrize were found ~ “thofe in" man,~—Dby. parity ‘of reafon; it
,’,‘Eléfel}’fﬁ?‘?}ied to tl“e-o"ar:‘?";‘ ‘thé(cﬂi‘{‘itié‘sl, - ‘{-_'fin\iﬁﬁf'happen, that -in x?,#;jfﬁen the pcuod.
- from whence the ova liad been' exprefled - “between impregnation and the expulfion
& }f\?fgrg‘:‘d';fcqrnible’ ; and about the third of thévfecv\indated~’pr6d1‘1&7;£o‘f ‘the ovaria
- day _»tfhe'_ ova were. difcovered 'in ‘the ute- ~ muft be Coﬂﬁﬁdefabr)""» g;fééféf ‘than. 1“,".11'.‘“5 o
TS In larger . animals, ‘and’in: thofe . has bgeeh:'bvb(b}'\’éd 'to'take’,'plia(:érinftylic’{;e'7:_
bwl}ofe",timc Of u;crihe'géﬁ';it:irdﬁ Was_,lqng-_ {jé'n'i‘m:il's.. 1f :ili this 1s triue~=and ‘i.t"féc‘l-ns
. er, it was found that the progrefs which | A . either is it contra-
~ we have been defcribing was proportion-
- ally flower: The fame experiments.have

“- no way unreafonable, neither is it contra= \
~ di&ed by the esperiments of thofe who
. are unfavourable to the general do@rine’
S0 - e oraﬁti_"“ b("-?ﬂ : ,: ’ l; L4, 7.; -—hOW

3 can B. i .i/ 3 A
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-—-how are. we to- fuppofe Nature to be?
employed durmg this interval? We be-‘
lieve it is. during this ‘period that the
- whole female conftitution is Lzbourmg;
~under the fecundatmg mﬂuence of the "
~feminal fluid of the mqle, while the.ova--
ria are largely Pdfthlpatlng, and theis
- produé ripening by means of the general -
procefs. And the fame- procefs which -

maturates the ovum tends to £ 1c1]1tate its

- exclufion. = The: ovarxa, as well as. then'“
- produd, are at this time enlarged and
~ other changes fubjeé’c to the examination
- of our fenfes; induced ; though the pro--
. greﬂlve change and’ evoluuon of their
- conftituent parts, it is to be. feared, ‘muft’
- reft under the dar Lnefs of COI’)_]C&BI‘C. ) I:tf; -
~.1is no'proof. avdmﬂ: the reality of this ge- g
' neral alteration in ‘the circumftances of 7
* the circulating 1yﬁem ‘and conf'equent .

rcvolutxon in the ovaria, tllat the whole -

i accompllﬂled with but llttle vifible di-

' »ﬁnrbance either local or univerfal. Some-
: 'tunes, indeed; vehement 'md dxﬁmguxﬂx- e
ing f)mptoms of conceptxon have been

notxced

. :{MPREGNATION. ‘ 169

notlcecl as in the caf'e of the woman

v : ;
E menuoned by the Baron Van Swieten

- but the, prefent ftate of Lnowledge wx}l |
‘not perrmt us to deterinine whether thefe |
eznly fymptoms might not have orwma—-_.
“ted from violent. irritation, or ﬁmxlar di-" )
* frurbance; dependlng on the act of coi-
tion itfelf; as in fature concepuons in the
~fame female, fuch precifion-has Tiot been: e
obferved 5 although they are very explx-—

S cable without any ftretch of mgenmt), -

from chc general doGrines which we have
attcmpted to lay’ down._ In other cafes of
" material alteration in the gencral mafs,
- equal qu1etnefs and obfcnmy prevml In B

; ~ the inferted fmall-pox, and no doubt it. is -

the l'qme when they are produced by
_contagion, the poifon filently and flowly
dlﬁ"nles 1tfelf throurr‘xont the whole mafs, -

- and 2 highly ‘morbid. ftate is impercepti= -

bly mduced ‘Thus, an adtive and 111..11;‘j
numng foxfcn 1mxmately mixes - itfe
thh all the contammg, pexlmps, as well‘
_as contained parts, perverts their nAUres,
ﬂnd is ready to. fall upon and (leflroy thc‘
o - , ver]_
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very powers of lee befoxe one fymptorﬁ A' |

 of its a&tion or of its mﬂuence ‘has been -
dxfcerned "It is the fame in fyphlhs, and
‘it-is-even . more. JemarLable in rabies ;
, “and the whole round of contagious dlf-
~ eafes: have the {ame ‘unalarming, yet. cer-
t'un progrcﬁ and termination.

ﬁ'

. That the final mﬂuence of  this elabo-—
D rate proz.cfs Jhould bc detelmlned part1~
culally and at-all times, to the ovarla, is. .

“no way marvellous,  To quahfy the ova-

ria for this, they are fupphcd with a cons’ |

- gerles of blood- veffels. and nerves, at pu-»
- berty: l'zrger and more numerous' than:

~what is allotted to any othex part of fimi~ -

Jar magmtude. Were thc ovaria merely
- a receptacle for the ova, which the’ vene-= -
xeal orgaﬁn communicated by the nerves, .
or by the 1mpulﬁon of the- apphed femen,
~was to lacerate, ——-Wlnt ufe would there
}bcfoxe {fo mtrxcate ‘and . ex tenﬁve an ar~
,ﬁ’-rangement of veflels. and nerves? And
“were they, like the tefticles of the male,
“the fecxetorlcs and excretones of the fe-

»:‘;‘mmal ﬁmd of thc fezmle, as’ Bu.ﬁ"on

e W ould
'f':. | YR _ 2

. tion almys depends upon the ‘union of .
the, ofganized pqrucles in the feminal -
- fluid of both fexes meeting in the utexus?‘ ’
AF thefe’ partlclcs in - the feminal fuid of

e IMPREGI\ATION. e :\_,:,»1"7{- '

*Jould have us to beheve,—-—by what chan-
o nel would he conveyt this fluid to the ute-
" ’f'rus, ﬁvce he refules accefs to the minute -
_ ovum through the aperture of the tubes?
~and would it not- as probably ‘mifs its
"way and fall into the abdomen as ‘the .~
- eyum, - whmh he . alleges muft always
- happen?’ ‘It is unfortdnate for his. {'chcme .
that the ovum does fometwnes mll xnto:

it he aodomcn, where the fcr.tus is. as ef-

 fe@ually evolved. and ‘maturated as it
mxght have been in its n'uural rcceptade. :
_ But how muft this happen, if i impregna-.

o

'thc ‘male travel, as the Count’ fays, by

bforpuon through the body of the tte-
By 1us, ‘it will be to liule pmpofe if tnofe

arm{hcd b] the refervoxrs of the ovaria
have travelled ' into the huge capqmty of
the abdomen. " But as the Count confers
powers on’ his’ hvmfr organic - partlc}es,

s '!nd taLcs them: away, 2 as beﬂ f.uts his ne-

SRS ceﬁmc 5
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cefﬁtxes- fomcumes ngmo them lels‘vﬂf
and tails, and. fomet.mes depriving them -
of hfe, and even decaudatmg them ; who -
knows but he mxght have in time difto-:
vered an, ‘apparatus in-the laboratory of
the fcrotum,—-what mcompaxable ‘ana-
tomlﬂ: was it who records that he abfo~
lntely found foecus ‘there: ?—-whcreby his
‘young Tmcndc: were '1ccommodated Wxth ;-

an o]fa&ory talent to enable them to fer~

ret out. the lurking place ‘of their better "
half—But farther, refpeé‘ung the deter~ -

mmatlon of the mﬂuence of the abforbed

feminal fuid of the male to the ovaria, -

eyery procefs 1 in the human body, either,

during health or difeafe, tends to one par-
ticular purpofe. The kidneys doi not fecret |

bile, nor do°s the liver ftrain off the ufe~

lefs, or hurtful parts of thie blood ‘which -
are deﬂmed to paf‘s off by the emulgents,

neither do the fahvary and bronchlal
glands pronnfcuouﬂy pour out. mucus or’

ﬁh\a the varxolous virus: does not ro=- .
P 5

duce a moxbxllous erupuon fyphllmc ca-
1‘68, or if‘rophulous ulcer,-—-why then
R v S would
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iwould the fecundued blood unconccrn-

"'-cdly and. promxfcuouﬂy determine its”
-energy to the fkin, the lymphatncs, or the i
fubftance of the bones ?. ‘We know nonc .

_of the operauons in the human body, de- s
"’.‘ﬁmed for the ordmary purpofes of life .
"'v‘.«xnd health or for the removal of dlfeafe, ST
fbut in a greater or lefs degree involve the

- machmery of the whole [yﬁzem. Aﬁngle -
. mouthful of food, while it is prepared,
- purified, and apphed to its ultimate pur= =

- pofes, is, fubjected to the action of all the
“khotvn parts of " the -body, ‘and w1thout o
.. doubt to all thofe parts the propertxes of
" which we are unacquamted with; a "
- dxaught of cold water fpreads its mﬂu-. o
| ence almoft m&antaneouﬂy from one €x- ‘
tremxty to the other ; the ﬂxghteﬁ wound .
-~ difturbs even the lemoteft parts, ‘and is e
- followed, not unﬂequently, with the rnoﬁ:\:} -
. unnappy effe@ts; an almoft mvmble quan--
R txty of poifon’ fets the whole frarnc in tor-"- _  :
- ture, and all the 'z&we powers of the bo-" .
- dy inftin@ively exert themfelves to folicic
expulﬁon .—-—Can We dxﬁmcm{h thefe .

o thmrrs,
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o ~thmgs and admlre them and then I'uppof?

- tha; the molft materlal bperatxon of the hu-
- man body—-—the renovanon of itfelf, is to

")_‘be accomphﬁled ina corner, and with in-
_rﬁmtcly lefs formahty and fo]emmty than
a fpittle is caft upon the wind ?’ The. ev1-<

dent means are fuﬁicxently degraded ; we

.. need not. exert our mgenmty to dcgrade :

them farther. L

 CHAER

" CHAP VIL.

o

‘ FAMILY LII\ENESS NATIONAL MANNERS, ‘;A

“&e. CONSIDERED ACCORDING TO THIS'
HYPOTHESIS :

NS

_,I'r 1s probably durmg th1s mterval be=
“‘tween fortunate coition . and the excluﬁoni

of the’ ‘ovum- from the ovaria, that like-

' nefs, heredxtary difeafes, and the like, are’

commumcated and acquxred - but we with

- to avoid hazardmg any opinion: concern-
‘ing thefe things, as the moft temperate
—Conje&ures muft be: infirm, and it is well

,y;»xf they are not ndxculous and abfurd'
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i Inﬁead of that mﬂuence whxch the i imds
' gination of the. mothér is fuppofed to

o poﬂ'el’s over the f form of . the child, the ar-

guments in. f'avour ofwhlch we- may rxdl-,
- culeand deny, thourvh We cannot contrad
i@ them thhout refuf' ing that credxt to
© -otherswhichwe expedt to ourfelves ; ; might
. we not fufpc& that the feminal ﬂuxd ofj'

the m'lle <6 operating, durmg this inter-
" val, thh the influence of the female upon
" the ovum; inftigated a likenefs, a(coxdmg*

“to the prevalence of either. influence, i’

‘the united prmcxples > Iris during this.
period on’y that the dlf‘eaf'es of “the male
“.can be commumcmted to the child; and
if we zdmit not of this 1nterva! and gene-
“" ral operation of the femmal ﬂuxd -we can-
~ not fee how they can be communicated
though thofe of the mother. may be com:
- municdted then or at a much later pe.xod :
1 conﬁdermn' how ~the child is nourifhed
) “while i it is-in the uterus and at rbc breaft.
It may be urged’ qumf’( this early and ef=
k fe&ualammﬁu mof likenefs, chat the fcc-(
: 'Eus does nOL acquue even EL.\. dw;hon of

I\IPREGNATLON. “ :77_&.’*

s Iargc{'t membexs till long after its ex=~
~clufion from the ovaria: Bur beéfore auy

- ftrefs 15 laid on this remﬂ.rk let it be re-
"membered that 2t whatever time the fea-

f tures acquxrc their decermmatxon thelr
.cvolutlon and dxﬁ.rlmxnanon are feldom

omplcted before pubert and that they
are frequently changed by difeafe even

‘after they have ‘been. dxfcmﬁ’.nated I
~likenefs: depend =d upon the i imagination
of the female, how happens it that the
jl'chxldrcn of thofe whofe proﬂx ate man-

ners render the father uncertam and whoﬁ:

'a{}'eéhons ceafe wuh the m(‘cant of libidi-

nous - gratification, ‘are. as frequently di-

if‘hngm{hable by their -likenefs as thofe

childy en wlio have becn born under nong

of thefe rmsfortunes ? - If the featur 25 are

10t plantcd durmg this - perlod and if

Axma .ination be ‘not idle. or: uf“fms, how
- was the fix- fingered farmly, mennoaed by
: Maupertms contlnued’ ' \Vuen a female

of that famxly marned a man who had
only the ufual number of ﬁno-ers the de-

: fo;mity of her fannlv b"came uncercam
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or ccafed ; and we muﬁ fuppofe her iz
gination could .noc have been 1na6’t1ve or’

‘diminifhed, whether alarmed by the fear
of continuing a deformed race, or infti-"~
gated by the vanity of tran{mitting fo re~
‘markable a peculiarity. In-a family well
Lnown to the Author of thefe Specvla-‘

t!ons, all' the fons——and ‘they were born

pxomxicuot,ﬂy with the daughters—were
exceedingly defo;med ‘and almoft -mon-

ftrous, while the daurrhters wereall-hand-

{ome, and even their. progeny, both malev '
and female, was without a pecuhamy .
and what is fiill more ﬁranne——one of
thefe deformcd males was a twin, the i
‘o*nex twin was a female, and not deform '

ed; avd it ouqht not to be forgot, that the

oprnnor of the defoxmed male was, net -
“deformed. —Where were: the horroxs, as. -
well as the ordmary powers, of imagina--

__ﬁvoa, v’hen the mother -of thefe. children

“was pregnant thh a daughter 2 We fhall
‘only add—for- the twilight of con_]e&ure :

18 bethmmg as well as mxﬂeadmg—was

‘imagination, . in a pregnant woman, {0

o POWEr fal

~}fviﬁkséﬁATidﬁr§ S 9

',powertul as many have endeavoured to

rep.efent it, the mother, profligate ‘at .-
‘heart, though not a&ually wicked, would -

| ~a1ways betray the _apoftafy | of her affec- -

tions ; and even a virtuous Woman mlght_ ,

~divulge that fhe had looked with as much

ewernefs at a handfome ﬁranger, as the

“had looked at the aquxlme nofe of her huf-
~ band, or at a criminal bgok D upon the -
“wheel. : - e

In thefe remarLs concermng the powers |

~ of the imagination over the form and fea-. .
_ tures-of the child, we have not. accepted -.

- of the- ufual argument of a want of com-
* munication, by means of the nerves; bex
tween the mother-and child ; becauf'e we

know, that though there is no probabxhty :
of” fuch a ‘communication, yet there are
a c1rcumﬁances attending the feetus, which,
~from our ideas concerning the adult, we.
~ cannot account. for mdependent of this
d fcommumcatxon. Neither have we ad-
- verted to the hypotheﬁs of Verheyen con-
" cerning the effect of the piritus gemtahs '
on ﬁetual and individual ﬁmlhtude, nor

e Mz e



183 - SPECULATIONS ON *

-

“to that of Buffon and-others, becaufe we -

 believe we have fet afide their geneml fy-

- ﬁculs, and thefe hypothefes, as depending -
~ upon their general doct rmﬁes,k muQ: ftand
~or fall with them, ~ ‘

o But dmlttmg that the f'emmal ﬂmd of
‘every male’ poffefles fome’ kind of infld-
‘ence ne cuhar to- that male, 'md connected

_ wn:h lns form 2s well as his conﬁxtutxon
~in the fame, or in fome imilar manner, 1t ‘-

‘contains, notw1thﬁandmg the elaborate-
nefs of its preparation, the flamina of dif-

‘eafes, fome of which often‘lye longer dor-

',,mant than even the. feamres of ‘indivi-
“duals ; that the ova are.as peCLharly con=

= _ﬁru&ed by the conﬁltutxou of the female,
- .as any other parts which deand upon"

- gradual and folitary evolution ;. and that
- thefe, operating iipon each other by the

intervention of the gcneral fyﬁem of the
_ female, . may, accordmg to the power or
preva’ence of cither, affe@ the featu*esv

“and figure of the i incipient ammai or ra-

: »'thex the morgam?ed mafs from which the
~fcatures nd ﬁzure of the ammal are af=
: t;envalds

IMPREGWATION, 181

terwards to be evolved: admutmfr all“

thefe things, will national, or even more -

extenfive ﬁnuhtude, conoborate thc opt—-'

‘nion ? -

* There are certam]y fome chmates——m-
(:ludmtr more in the idea- than heat and

‘gold, droug 1t and’ mmfture and other
~ things generally aﬁ"xgu”cd to climate—more
~favourable to the perfeQion o inanikind

than others; though by’ migration they |

‘are not degraded perhaps in the fame pro-
portion as other animals when removed
frony their peculiar climate. While men
'contmue in the fame clxm'zte, and even in
the fame. d1{‘tr1& an uniform peculmruy'
‘of features and figure prevails among

them, lictle affected by all thofe changes

~which 1 1mprove or degrade the mind ; but

~ when they migrate, or when they are cor—.’f
“rupted by the migration. of others, this
~ naiional dxﬁm&xon in time is loft though.r
-in the latter cafe it feems to be recover- -
,able, unlefs the caufe of change be cou-
“tinued. The beautiful form ‘and features;k
,' of the anc:ent Greeks are at this dayf”—

M 3 - dlf-»
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"dxf'cermble in: theu' deﬁ.endants though;
rthey are” debafed by mtercourfe with
. ftrangers, and by forms of. government-

- ultimately affe&mg their conﬁltutlons,"

~the defcendants of the few who by chance
or defign have been. oblxged to fettle a=

. mong the ug]y tribes in-the extremities of
~ the North, have, by‘their mtexcourfc w1th:
- thefe m.md by neceﬁln!y accommo-

dating themfﬂlves to the fame modes of

- life, befides -other c1rcumﬁances bucomeg
- equally’ ugly, and the Jew himfelf, though
~ heabhors to mmgle with a dlﬁ’:lrent na--
"*tion, and though his mode of lee is'near-

B Iy the fame in all climates, yet ¢ the fertle~

» 'ment of his anceftors in any one particu- .
lar climate’ for fome- centuries, will vely;__'
{enfibly impair the chalaé‘:enﬁxc features
~of his people. As ‘equally in point, and-f‘
~Iefs liable' to queftion, we may meition

. " the follo'vmg fimilar obfervatmns. A

.""Sco tchman, an Engh{hman a French-"
~man, or a Dutchm'm may, even without

o theu pecuharltxes of drefs, be almoft al-'~
- v'a}s d1(’c1ngu1{hed in thClI‘ very px&ures 5

‘. H-IPREGN&TION., Lo 183

- the {’mrdy and gencrous Buton notwuh-

ftanding of the. fhortnefs of thc permd

living, exclufive of- their ﬂavﬂy aré not

. and theumntcrruptedmtercourfe istraced -
wvith uncertainty. in. the vain, effemmatc, )
“and cruel Virginian ; and the Negroes m_ﬁ -
 North America; whofe families have con-
' tinued fince the firft importation of thefe
'unhappy creatures, afid whcrfe modes of -

-

~ materially changed are “much lefs. re-' f": :
markable for the flat nofe big lips, ugly’

- legs, and long heels, than their anceftors-
were, or than thof'e are who, are dxrec’:’tly:

Lunported from the fame orxgmal nation.

- From thefe obfervations it feems allow-

- able to infer, -that though chmate marn--

: ’ners, occupatxon or imitation, cannot ma-

- terially affeét the form or features of the .
e\nﬁmg ammal ‘yet thefe circumftances

_becommg the lot of a feues of animals,
may, by inducing a chanve in the. gene- -

~ral mafs both of the male and female, be -
“the remote caufe of a change in their pro- =
dud, 'And th.s opinion is countenanced
ﬂby the progrefs to perfe&xon, and the ten- -

dency
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: dcncy to degmdatlon, in other amma]s-

_and the more efpecially as thefe ammals, ‘
“deriving lefs than mankind from: mge-‘[
nuity, and the exercife of choice, as well
- as from ‘other caufes, fooner i 1mprove or. .
E -dvundle ‘away. .But‘thoughwe’have thas,
- with fome intrepidity of conjefture, {po-.
- ken'of. the remote °caufes.of change and.
fimitirudein. form - and features j and

~ though we have alfo fpoken of a -time

_when, and the ‘means by which, thefe
- things may be accomphﬂ]ed yef we have
. not one circumftance which can fuggeft

_ one reafonableidea ofthe 1mmed1ate caufe,

- or of the mode, by which -thefe things

~are dire@ly accomplithed + Nay, though""
* - we know ‘that a very evident change can

. be effeéted in a fingle generation by the
. union of white and black people of diffe-

- Tent fexes; that difeafes are eﬂ"e&ually
*-{‘commumcated ; that peculiarities. of con- .

~ftitution as well’ as- form are connnued :

~and that the union of ammals of a dlffe-v
‘rent fpecies 1s 1neﬂic1ent though weknow
‘hcﬁe tnmgs, our conJc&ures are as. feeble
‘ : ~ aﬂd;

V- e
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..

and unwxfe conccrmnrr the produc”um of -
a Mulatto, as concerning the: L'tplander, |
who has confumed many ages. in approm— |
mating the extreme of degeneracy. _
-Let us, however, return to what 18 more ;
ghre@dy the ob_;e& of our mqmry ‘butwe

“muft return.to. it with regret;. for though
we have . “wandered -freely in the wilds of

onJeé’mre, ‘pronenefs to this san careely

 be juftified in what yet dwaits us. In-"

deed, the litdde we know, as well as the ac- _
Lnowledgment of what we do n not know, |
is °lxcady mucxp edl o
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OF THE DIRECT MODE TN WHICH CONCEP.

*~ TION, ACCORDING TO THIS HYPOTHESIS

15 MOST PROBABLY EFFECTED. '

.

| A‘LLOWI\NG all that we have alre
Pofed? and prefumed. to prove,
- e ;q (?Xp]rain‘the manner in wh:c
‘male mafs’is altered in it properties b
the abforbed femen, and the unerri e
- fluence of this general iion o
- mined to the ovaria? There feems ¢ be
~ neceflary a Correfpbnding'diféoﬁtidnﬁ) o:'

ady fup-

how are

.g}‘ticra‘&,lpn,-- between' the feminal fluid of
_ t ¢:ma1§: and thp conftitution of the fe- -

o4

h-the fe- -

alteration deter~ -

C.wprEeNATION. X870

- ynale, without which they cannot act up-
~ on one another; or, in other words, the . -
‘union “cannot be produé'ti\fe;‘ We have
~already taken notice of feveral. circum= -

ftances, retarding or preventing the fortu-

“ nate iflue of this union ; and to thefe we -

may now add, that, befides the incapacity .
induced by difeafes in “either fex, by dif-
qualification in either, efpeciatly in the -
female, by extreme youth. or age, or by -

- other means ' lefs fubjeét to our obferva- -

tion, where animals of different fpecies u=
nite, or where animals of the fame {pecies,

- but very diﬂ'eréu’tly_ nourifhed, are brought

together, the union is unproductive; or if
it is produdlive, as'may happen more fre- -

. _quéntly in the latter cafe, ,t_he‘prqdﬁ& tel= -
tifies a want of energy in the firlt tage of

o Vc'oncep‘tidn.n A woman before puberty, as
~ wehave already obferved, is incapable of

‘jmpregnation : it is the fame with her af=

 ter the ceffation of the catamenia. The
_ feminal fluid ofthe male is fometimes,
- though rarely, difqualified. VMény ani-
, malsfuﬁ'm the. embraces of animals of

- ? r] i
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a dlﬁ‘erent fpecies thhout eIR&, C\cept.,‘

the horfe and afs ; and thefe perhaps are

no more different than many of the varje- .-
ties of maand where fccundatxon always '
taLes place, though frequently thh imbe-
uhty and fZeming relutance.” - Is there

ot then a conf‘entaneoufnef‘s, an attrac-
tion, requifite ‘betiveen the {eminal Auid

of "he mal¢ and the general mafs of .the -
fem'ile, without which i 1mpregnat10n can-
not take - place? And is not- the generdl -
* union of the two confirmed by all the,
{ymproms of the firft: ftage of prcgnancy -

- which come under our obfervatlon as well -

as, by the general effes whxch we . have

- already noticed, as conftantly attendmo- o

con_]ugal life? But admitting -all this, how
is the procefs afterwards to be complc*toedP

- Does the {feminal ﬁlIld act hl'e deletenous : .k

‘miafata ? and i is the very conceptlon, as

‘well as the parturition of the fcetus, a part’ .
. of the general curfe entailed ‘upon woman- B
kind? It is 1dle, howevcr, to atcempt to '

~ proceed farther, when we have no clue.
: __from reafon, :sperxence, or amlogy, to
e Sl guxdc

)
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gmde us ; but we are not therefore to be- 4'

lieve that thefe things do not happen, be- o

. caufe we are unable to demonﬁrate them.-

- Who has explamed even to his own con--
viction, the properties ‘and. operatlon of

the varxolous, fyphtlmc, or any other in=

feétious and muluplymg virus, notwith=

ﬁandmg centuries haveé elapfed fince phy-
ficians ‘well knew chiat many-of chefe S dif-

ty, concurring with predifpofing and other _

~eafes could be propafrated by contigui- .

favourable circumftances ? Nay, notwith-

ftanding the apparcnt fimplicity. of the*
communication of venereal difeafes in par-
tlcular, their regular progrefs and- effect,

and thie uncommon exertions of i mgenmty

lavifhed upon the exphcatxon of thefe difz

" eafes ; yet who will affirm that thereis one. .

"_ rational and fatisfactory theory, one hint

- of practice’ unconnected . with- abfolute

quackery, introduced byall the Titerati -
‘who “have fo afﬁduouﬂy ‘cultivated the

knowledgp of them? Every one* Lnows,

that the union of the fexes in fome man-

ner or o;her rcproduces md1v1duals of the

’ = fame :

o
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{ame order ; that one hnd of air and clis
mate produces. plague, and another putrid
- or intermittent fever ; that the applxcatlon
of fire will deltroy our ﬁe{h that ipeca=
“cuan will excite vomiting ; ; and that cer-
~rain remedies V’IH remove or alleviate cer~
-tain dlfeafeq : But though cvery oile vea~
tures to explain the’ manner in which: the[‘el
thmgs happen, and the immediate | means
by which they are accomplithed, Aurely.
‘no one has ever yet been ﬁmsﬁed In al}
mdeed that ‘has been written, or taught;
we mect with an afr"c"ted air ofx_onvléhon
very pr E_]’:ldlClle to the progreﬁ of Scwnce,‘ ‘
-and oo like the’ conviction of a mounte- )
‘bank fwa]lowmw the head of a- toad,
- This’ ﬁtmnon of medical fc;cncc how-
‘ever, is to be lamented; and not tnumph—-.
- ed.over; efneual ly as the’ gaudy and de=
~ceiving veil with which. indolent, con-
-ceited, or u*teref‘ed men, have too long
‘concealed its mhrmmes is not hLelV f'oon :
to b" torn away. '

~ 'CONCLUSION.
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cONCLUSION

N E {ball now bqu thef'e Speculatwna

toa (‘oncluﬁon—though we have not com-

pletely fatisfied ourfelves, nor even made .’

‘the moft of the arguments which have oc-. .
.curred-—-by very briefly recapxtulatmg the -

1deas whlch form the bafis of our opx-_'

‘mons, and by brmwmg them, as nearly as

we can, under one point of view, that
their force, which may here and there

feem m_]ured by the. defultory manner in

which they are ftated, may be more con-
{picuous, and, at the fame time, that their

“weakneis may have no appearance of in-

tcnuonal dxfoulfc., The arguments fup=- o

e . porting

a
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kportmg them we fhall .not rccapxtulate

any length. o .

- From the nature of the fcmmal ﬂmd of

the male; and from the firucture of the
“uterine fyltem in the'female, it appears, -
that that fluid cannot direfly, and by
means of that fy {tem alone, even aided
as far as-it pofhbe can by thc m.&le du-
r cannot

T

- ¥Ing coitidn, affet the ovaria
- meer the evolved product of the ovaria in
e .zn}, part of that {yftem, But as the ovim
15 certainly impregnated by the feminal

- fluid® of the male, and as this cannot
~ happen by the diret communication of

the uterine ﬁ'ﬁpm thc:c feems to bc nc

other mode by \"lncu this can be accom-

B ph{‘neﬂ but, b} an abforption of this ﬂmd

 into the general mafs of the female, afe
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fefling the whole maﬁ.a, and direfled-in

robabilicy of this

7. the {c. *11'1'\1 ﬂud of the male lig Llifj'+

i

Z

: i:}g-g:ﬁ, ally in tnc' vagina; by thc"
“!;j_u&urc »ofs,‘thc‘ , caleulated,

o cmrf* “3; ar:ﬁceg _»:o r

"y L IR R Y

¢ refpe&mg health or d)feafe

P p——

influence’ fol ely to the ovaria, I_‘hg g

IN’PREGNATIOV. -

the feminal ﬂuld and to appiy its ﬁner

parts to. the mouths of the ab{'orbems :

by the certamty of a
general and ere
ful abf’orptlo"l o

.atany time, and alwa

and healthy ftate; ands

being always obv1ated by consrary ‘cif-
cumftances.” The f'ame probab; ility is al-
fo {'upported by the circam(ts
general mafs of the fem

ﬂuxd of the male ; as
from the ev1dent eﬂc&s of comon, cither

Fof impregnation—from fome of the ¢, aufeg

ea('es in the female—from the firft {'ymp ’
toms of i :mpregnatxon——-and from the im
oflibilicy of'xmpregnauon 1n certain. cir-

cems to be con ﬁrmcd,,'

ard’ cLe c‘Cd}Y‘ 0*,

’umﬁanf;es, even-when the remale muft

e allowed to be qualified by the mof;

neqmvocal health and foundnefé of €on-
mmon.

"‘Jpporccd by dxﬂ'eé'hons. -Thefe {flinw

" . »_.z L, . : ‘vh?i

e, e

aIe as fa.vourxn
or unpedmg the aéhon of the {émma%. o

may ‘be mferred '-"}1

independent

293 .

capable of bemg excited .

¥$ going on more -
or, lefz in the vagina, while inafound

by nnpregnzxtxorx.j, -

ances of the -

and cures of fterilicy, and of other qif. e

The fame- probabxhty is alfo |

.y L
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xwhat the female alone s’ capable of ;- and x
,-they 'fhow alfo the’ perxod mtervemng be- .
gween 1mpregnanon and the evolution of

~ the ovum," and the. pgogrefs .and change

~ which the, ovim exhxblts before it efcapes-
~ from the ‘ovaria. And, in fine, famﬂy—'
; temper hkenefs, and dxfeafe, all feem to

o oborage thxs 0p1mon, S

RRATA.

Pa*‘re 87 lme 22. for d_/'rz fead d_/'erm:. ’ S
v 125, = 4. for, ﬂnglb read ﬂrengt’:év. g
’ r-—-——!65---20.dclcqf AR
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