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 SIR, . .
THE ‘perfon whofe fufferings

are here related,- has the

:

honour of belonging to the

corps which is under your com-

‘ mand. Permit me, therefore, to
“TO - claim jYQur ‘patronage to a nar-
- ' sative, publithed chiefly with a

. B - View
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v1eW ' to beneﬁt the ch11d1en of
'a man, who were expofed to
uncommon anx1ety and dli‘crefs

- durmg the long and Pamful cap-

tivity of their fathel.- A far-

ther motive for- prefixing your

name to the 'Prefent' Dedication, -

is the pnvate grauﬁcatxon of
ST R,; .
Your moft obedient,

f .khu'mble~ ferva nt,

el THE COMPILER

Fart Willizm, 1592.

1

~ INTRODUCTION.

“HE 'compilér of the following
theets is far from ° concluding,

that the adverﬁues and haidfhips which

have marked the exiftence of an’oba
fcure individual, can be fufficiently in-

téreﬁing to claim the attention of thofe,

~whofe eafy ﬁtuatlons fearcely admit of
- a Juﬁ idea of the fquermors of theun-

fortunate, nor does he imagine that
plain facts, fuch as an unlettered ob-

ferver has been able to é‘olle&, during:

a rigorous captivity in a ftate, whofe

' B 2 o . go-



- iv - INTRODUCTION.

government, politics, internal regula-

tions, and .every fituation, have hltherto

‘been imperfectly known to Europeans

refident in Afia, can contain fufficient

mformatan to recompenfe the reader
for his trouble.  But he trufts that the
compaflion for the unfortunate, whiéh -

has fo eminently diftinguithed his coun-
trymen, will operate fufficiently in this

inftance, to induce them to overlook

the unimportance of 2 narrative, which
claims no other merit than a ftri& ad-
herence to truth.
~ After the ¢ Memoirs qf the laft War
in Afia) " including a narrative of the
imprifonment and {ufferings, princi-
pally of the Britifh _officers, it ma
perhaps, be thought fuperfluous to in-
trude a fecond detail of the fame nature

upon

 INTRODUCTION. v
upon the 'public, particulaily as the
great’ ‘uniformity and. famenefs which

reigns throughout the former, naturally
fuggefts, that the ]ournal of one week

. would have conveyed every neceffary

idea of the whole, and that conf_equentl;

any. additional account muft be trifling
~and frivolous.

A captivity --of ten years, durmc

which period feveral removals from one

place of imprifonment to another took
place, and many changes in point of
treatment occurred, includes much more

variety than the account of what befe}

~ our officers, who remained under clofe

confinement, til} delivered wp ; and ad-
mitted more oppor’tuniltiés,“"ftd fee fome-
thing of the country, to convég[e. with
the ﬁatix{es, | whofe lahguggs “naturally,

| , B3 o bes
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became familiar toa petfon who fcaréely' :
heard any. other, . and who cvery mo- .

ment felt the inconvenience of bemg

unablc to make his wants known andv;

‘underftood, to examine parncularly the
ﬁrength and fituation of the fortrefs of

Sermoapatam, to: learn the fate and.

' dxfpofal of a number of fellow captives,
- not ‘releafed at the conclufion of the

peace, (fome of u_zhém had- been pri-

Joners. many years, prior to the com-.

mencement of the war in 1780) and,
in fhort, to be better info;m;:a in everf
Tef] pect, than gentlemen who ere never
fuffered to ftep beyond the limits of

their prifon.  Several of the vexations

and alts of violence committed againtt

the private foldiers, could not reach
the knowledge of the officers, though

many

L INTRODUCTION, vii

‘many ‘of them came to their ears, nor .

could they kiow what befel them fub-

- fequent to their releafé. The unremitted
- il ufage a number of unfortunatc Encr— )
© lith fubje@s ‘then underwent ; the dif. :

ferent threats, 'tblfments',' and- promifes,
emyp‘}qyed to intimidateor cajole wretched
and- défe’ncélcfs ‘men, into a voluntary
acceptance of the fervice of a deteftable
tyrant ; the planq that were Iald for
difpatching. every -one of the captive’

Europeans - throughout his dominions ;

“and finally, the hazardous and patient.

efforts, by which the author fucceeded

“at Iaft in effeCting an efcape, with other

ﬁxbfequem adventures, are ﬁiattgrs en-
tircly ‘new, md=‘different me,m thofe
contained in “the narrative already al-
luded to. More worthy, indeed, of

| B4 - public
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public mdulgence, would thefe remark
| and the, narrative have proved, had the

capacity and genius of the author ad-

mitted a greater {cope to his details.
"The compiler has avoided prolixity

as much as poffible, and fpared re-

pCdtIOI‘lS where he found any thmc gfully.

narrated in the journal of the memoirs

already mentioned, which contain true

and very accurate accounts of different -

occurrerices’ which he never imagined
~ could have Comé to the knowledge of
people that were watched fo clofely as

the Britith officers, pértiéuiarly the cir-. .

cumﬁances attending the murder of
General Matthews. The author’s re-.
“moval from: the common pr»lfor;3 ,fomc
months after his arrival at Serihg’épa-

tam, prevented his difcovering in what

Coman. o

INTRODVCTION,  iX

manner the officers ‘acquired their in-

formation. - Some repetitions may per<

haps -occur, but fuck only confirm
fatts of which the world pever can
have ‘top many teftimonies. Thefe.

 fa&ts are. of fuch an atrocious, bafe,
and unpamlleled nature, ~that every

?oﬂible confirmation is requifite to gwc
them credibility with men that find it .
difficultto ‘fuprpofe’fuch acts of barbarity -

“could exift, or be engendered in the

mind of a man, who has been adjudged,

at leaft, -an able ufurpér, 'ar}d‘ the re-

. du@ion of whofe pro_ﬁiﬁuted power,

which is the object of the prefent war,
has been reprobated by Britith fenators..
It would be ﬁfange, indeed, if hof-
tilities, in their nature deviating {o egre--
gioufly from gi\filizcd warfaré, fhould
. B be
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- be carried on with that ihvetcracy,w‘ith :

which Hyder and. his fucceffor Tip-
poo have ‘made” war upan the Englith
. nation, without caufes of complaint

havmcr (the compiler is well perfuaded)

in very “few inftances occurred on our

fide. The:Fryenchv'joxirfpaliﬁ‘s and “au--

.thors of anecdotes have ,indu&riodﬂy

propagated cvery circumftance which -

tended to depreciate the conduét of our
Aﬁatxc armies laft war, and “have al-

lowed mventmn to take a very active

part in their relauons, without re~

fleting that no war whatever has been .

~exempt from abufes, and that the very

‘nation which- till latbely maintained in- -

difputable pretenﬁons to gentlenefs, ur-

 banity, punctilious prmc1ples of ho-

nour, and hber-al bravery, has not el

2 . . : caped

INTRODUCTION ; o Xh

caped occaﬁonal and very glarmg de-

‘yiations from thglr g_eneral _praéhce, ‘
.,though it would be highly illiberal,
'from the mlfcondué‘c of individuals, to-

fix a ftigma ona whole people. ~ He

will alfo admit, that perfonal fufferings

- may have produced mjudxcmus refent-

ment, in particular inftances, fince the

" commencement of the prefent war ; but

* he will by no means allow thefe extra-

ordmary cafes (admlttmg their exif-

tence) to be laid down as ‘a. general

“rule, nor will he confent to their being .
. brought into competition with a fixed,
- methodical, cruel, and ferocious fyﬁcm

-of barbarous policy, which has becn :

pméhfed on fettled prmmples.

That
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“That it {hould ever difgrace the fame:
and glory of fo diftinguihed an officer
as. Adrmral Suffrein, to confign fome

hundreds of pnfoncrs to the difpofal of

an enemy fo rancorous to the race of

: Europeans as Hyder Ally was noto-

rioufly known ta be, (notwuhﬁandmor i

the flattering encomiums and favoura-
ble infinuations of the pamal and i in-
correét M. Le Maltre de la Tour) mu{’t_

_ certamly pxoduce aﬁom{hmeut and ab-

Yorrence in every mind, and mmorle
pity with the admiration his merits
exact. '

It omy remama to be mentioned,.

that the author’s early removal from .

Bengal to the grax}fi army, where he
will enjoy a fatisfackion almoft equi-

valent,

. jNTRODUCTION.,  Xiil

valent, in, his opinion, to the fufferings

‘4 he has undercone, of bemg ufeful to

ils

his countfy, in giving fuch’ mforma-

_ tlon as he is able, and of fighting.

once more agamf’c an enemy that fo

{hamefully tarnifhed his victories, has

_rendered it impra&icable to. gam a

gumber of little additional lights and
informations, which could not imme-
diately ocecur on taking down the {cat-
tered notes of the author. When the
whole came to be digefted, thefe defi-
ciencics fully manifefted themfelves, but
it was then too late to remedy them.
The mutilated ncwfpa’pc':r» account of
the author;" picked up from converfa-
tion, and ufhcrcd into the world in
he fame manner a5 thofe of fome of |

the
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the perfons particularly mentioned in
this ’nafrative' whofe efcape 'from Tipa

poo has been publithed fince thlS com--

 pilation was undertaken, are all of too

infignificant and inaccurate a nature to

~ be capable of hurting the narratives

A NAR-

"NARRATIVE, &.

CHAP L

- ﬂfcozmt of the zzut/mrs birtly and fa~

ruily—be enters into the ﬁ’r'vwe of
the Eaff India. Company—jyoins the

- grand army under Sir Lyre Coote—is
““laken prifoner by a party of Hyder

Ally’s  borfe—conveyed with many
more of his countrymen to Seringapa-
tam—they are circumcifed, and com-
pelled 10 obferve the rites of the Ma~

hometan religion—death of fewml of

the captwes.

'WAS born in the year 17 7,}“ Ng{.
wich, in the county of Norfolk.

My {ather, who was a black{mith,

bound
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bound me apprentice to a carpenter,

with whom I did not, however,. remain
a complete twelvemonth, being allured,
more by a defire to fee the world,
than the bounty of one thilling which

"1 received, to enlift with a Captain -
Monney, then recruiting for the Ho-
nourable Eaft India Company. =W hen-
the Captain had collected to the num-.
ber of fifty recruits, he marched us up

to London, where we underwent an

examination on the day of our arrival,
and were, to my no {mall difappoint-

“ ‘ment, fent down to Gravefend that

. very evening, and-embarked on board
the Prince of Wales Indiaman, under

difpatch for Bengal, and commanded
by Captain-Scott, a gentleman who

' had loft an arm, as I afterwards under-

ftood, in a duel at Madras.

My whole ftock, when on board,

confifted in the jacket‘aﬂd trowfers [
wore, ivith haif-a-guinea in" {pecie,
: which

jaMES BRISTOW: 17

~ ivhich each manbhad received from the
Company: Thus provided, 1 com-
" menced foldier at the early age of four-

teen years, and foon forgot both anxiety

- for myfelf, and concern for thofe I

had left. _
On the 11t of April, 1771, we {ailed
from England with a fair wind, and -

- landed in Bengal, -after what was then

deemed a profperous paffage, of fix
months, on the 1ft of O¢tober following:
It was our good fortune to be treated
with humanity on board, and to efz

"cape calamitous diftempers during the

voyage, which was marked with no

- difaftér, except that one of the recruits;,
~ a very young man, who having rathly *

left his friends, jumped overboard and
was loft whilft we were at anchor in

- Falfe Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope:

Very foon after my arrival in Ben-
gal I was, with other recruits, fent up
to Dinapore, to complete the firft Eu-

: C ropean
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ropean regiment, then commanded by

Colonel Champlon, and appointed to
Captain' Mofes Crawford’s company
on the very day he attained that rank.
1 was by this time perfe@ly reconciled

to my fituation, for which I had not
been without apprehenfions, (in the
moments of reflection) fo natural toa’
young adventurer, who quits-his na- -

tive foil, and traverfes the ocean to a
diftant region, which ignorance, and

the prejudices of education, have taught
him to dread. I frequently fhuddered

“at the fervice I had engaged in, and
confidered the life of a common fol-

dier, (fo little to be envied at home) to |

be fomething truly deplorable in this
country : but my uneafinefs: was {oon
difpelled, and my fatisfaction increafed
in proportion to the magnitude of my
fears : fo different is the fituation of a
private foldier in Bengal from what
our ideas reprefent, by comparing it

with

jAMES BRISTOW: ig

 \vith the fame thing in Europe, that

my furprize was incredible, when I

" found that a life which is commonly

efteemed wretched;, was not without
great comforts, and might even be ren-
dered defireable.

The troops at Dinapore took - the

: field fhortly after my arrival, under the
command of General Sir Robert Bar-

ker: it was then that 1, for the firft
time in my life, beheldan Indian army ;
and the magnificence, as well as dif-

order;; which reigned in SuJah Dow-

~ lak’s camp, filled me with an aftonith-

ment on walking through his rich bazar

. one day, the view of which will ever

dwell on my memory, as it differed
fo widely from the notions 1 had formed

- to myfelf of hoftile preparations:

As the hiftory of this campaign is
equally unimportant and foreign to the
prefent narrative, 1 fhall pafs it over,
as v.ell as what befel me for feveral

C a2 yeass
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yeais afterwards, ‘in‘filences let it fufl

ficé, that having obtamed 4 recoms
théndation to Captam now Lieutenant
Cclonel Hufley, of the artﬂlery, I re-
‘néwed in that corps in 1 779, from Cap-

tain Charles Weer’s company of gre- -
nadiers, to which I had the honour of |
bé‘.lo'hging for a twelvemontly, and on
the §1th of O¢tober, 1780, being pre- -

vioufly- appointed camp colourman,
embarked with Captain Hufley’s and

another company of artillery, and fix-

of mfantry, on board the Kingfton, for
the purpofe of efcorting the commander

" in ‘¢hief of Ind1a, Iieutenant General

Slr Eyre Coote, to Madras.

‘In the roads of Ballafore we met a
violent gale of wind, which might
have proved fatal to the Britifh intereft
in the Eaft, as all the hopes of the
~other prefidency centered in the fuc-
cours to arrive from Bengal; but it
abated after a few days, and we expe-

rienced

JAMES BRISTOW. ‘2_1

vienced a good paffage againft the mon-
{oon, or fouth wefterly winds, landing
at Fort St. George to the great joy of
the whole fettlement, on the sth ‘of

- November followmg, havmg broughg

the pilot with us, as his ﬂgop had dlf-
appeared in the ftorm.
The general’s firft care was fo coL

~ le& the difmayed troops at St.. Tho-

mas’s Mount, with a view immedi-
ately to arreft the progrefs of Hyder’s

devaftations. On the very day our
detachment left the fort, Serjeant

Dempfter, of the fame company with
myfelf of whom mention is made here- -

after, and feveral of whofe letters are

printed in the ¢ Memoirs of the late

<< IWar in Afia,” deferted and wernt

over to Hyder.

We took the field under our veteran
commander on the 17th of January,
1781, with all the troops that could I_)e
collec¢ted and fpared for the purpofe,

C3 " no -
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- no more bemg left to garrifon Fort St
Georcre than were judged abfolutely ne-
ceffary T he grand army confifted of
about ﬁ:ven or eight thoufand eﬁ'eé’clve
men, one elghth part of which were

cavalry, and fixty PICCCS of ordnance,

with a proportion of military ftores.

This refpectable body of men, for.

midable if oppofed in battle array to
the moft numerous rabble of Afia,

moved to the relief of Wandewath, -~
then clofely invefted by Hyder Ally’s-

‘troops.  Five days afterwards Caran-
gooly was furprlzed by a detachment
from the army undey Captain Davies,

and Hyder abandoned the fiege the mo-

ment he heard of our approach. 1
vecolledt it was efteemed : a very aufpi-

cious - omen that this event took place

on the very anmverfary of that day,
(namely the 22d of January) on which

our general had proved {o emmcntly

L v1cftonous at the fame place one and

twenty

" JAMES BRISTOW. 23

“twenty years before, over Count Lally

and the Frencharmy. After throw-

" . ing fuccours into this place, the army
- continued its march, and on the sth
of February, fat down on the Red

hills near Pondicherry. ‘It was here
that my fufferings, for a length of
years, commenced.

I accompanied Lieutenant Doxat,
our quarter-mafter of artlllery, to Pon-
dicherry, for the purpofe of deftroy-
ing the French boats, that M. d’Orves,
who had a few days before appeared
on the coaft with a fleet, mlght not
effe& the landing of military fupplies,
and a party of Frenchmen for Hyder’s
fervice, and which astempt he had al-
ready made, but precipitately relin-
quifhed when our army approached.
We {piked feveral iron guns which the -
French had buried in the fand on the
beach, and had juft broke up and fet .

fire to all the boats, when the day

: C4 dawned
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dawned and forced us to retu‘e to avold
the firing from the fleet. Our camp
© was w1thm two miles of the town,
but -before we had proceeded half-way
‘thither, a prodlgmus buftle and hurry
of people, running confufedly towards

Pondicheriy, announced a party “of

~ Hyder’s horfe, Whlch had mterpofed

between the town and our camp, .
. Waggons overfet ‘and -loads of dif-

" “ferent articles, proceedmg to our bazar,
lay {cattered and abandoned on the
ground. Lleutenant Doxat, who in-
{tantly mounted his horfe, had barely
paffed a crofs road when a party of
them - came fuddenly upon me. I was
mf’cantly {eized, and removed to a con-
venient diftance from the high road,

and ﬁrlpped of every thm(r I pof- .

'feﬂ'ed Thefe daring /ooties * def’croyed
every thmg they met with, but had

% A banditti of free booters,

no

JAMES BRISTOW, ‘2%

po time for removing the plunder,
being purfued from our camp. In
the mean time they ] had yentured near
enough to our lines to’ fnatch up the

ferjeant-major of one of the fepoy bat-

talions, who was bathing in the front
of the quarter guard, in a tank: the

‘name of this unfortunate man was

Rickman. » o
.My fituation from this inftant be-

" came truly deplorable ; robbed of li-

berty, I found myfelf in the clutches
of barbarlans, who treated me with

" cruelty and. fcom, and Lept me in fuf-
_ penfe with refpect to my life. 1 was

not, however, indulged with much
nme to-contemplate the horrors of my

fituation ; for having bound my arms
'behmd me, they hurned me almoft

ngl_\ed beforc Hyder, on the 6th of

- February, about two-o’clock in the

afternoon : he was then encamped on
the right ﬂanL of our army, at about
- # : © five
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~ five or fix miles diftance, between us
and Cuddelore, to the northward of

the road. Hyder’s tent exhibited no-

thing very extraordinary and magnifi-
cent, except a rich Perfian carpet {pread
on the ground, and held down by four
mafly filver weights at the corners,

fomething in form refembling fugar.
" ‘loaves. Several French officers were :

prefent; 1 was interrogated through one
of them, who fpoke Englifh, with re-
fpeit to the frength and deftination

of our army ; but having replied, that

our troops amounted to’ 35,000 men,
soco of whom were -Europeans, and
that we had feventy pieces of ordnance

in the field, the interpreter brifkly told

me, ¢¢ I Jied,” we had no fuch thing !

and that all our Europeans in India’

collected together .would not amount
to that number. Hyder was fo much
exafperated at my attempt to deceive
him, that he kept me three days with-

o out

JAMES BRISTOW, 27
put any food, tied down on the ground
in the rear of his tent, which was the
flation 1 conftantly occupied during

_ the feven days‘ I remained in his camp.
~1n this miferable fituation, lying bound

on the bare fand when ha‘lting,. and
lathed to Rickman, the ferjeant-major,

~ when marching, expofed to the weather,

day and nightj,. ‘without any nourifh-
ment, I mutft inevitably have perifhed,
if the humanity of my guards had

not relieved me with fome food now

and then by ftealth. On the fourth
day, Hyder having encamped near
Cuddelore, where the Englifh army
was entrenched, I received a vifit from
Mahomed Beg, a dubafh, who {poke
Englith ; he ordered me one feer of
rice and two pice per day, which I re-
ceived for four days, after which Ma-
homed Beg paid me a fecond vifit,,
and propofed to me to enter into Hy-
der’s fervice: in order to prevail on
. - me,
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me, he p10m1fed that I ﬂlould be well
treated, and receive good pay ; but

finding me obftinate in refufing, he -

went away apparcntly much dlﬁ"ltls-
fied, and it was not Iong before I felt
the ill effe®s of my non-compliance,

for half miy daily allowance in money,

together with fome provifions I had re-

ceived from Hyder’s Kkitchen the laft .

four da)s, were 1mmed1ately curtailed,

and I was lafhed to the fer)eant-ma- '
jor, and removed to Gingee, a fmall
fort on a rock, which had been fur-
rendered to Hyder in a cowardly man- '

ner the preceding December, by a party
~of the nabob’s troops which chiefly
compofed the garrifon, and where part

of his army at this time was encamped
to guard his women, provifions, ftores, .

and camp equipage. Before I was re-
moved from Hyder’s camp, I had the
‘mortification. to fee our whole army
drawn up in order of battle, three days

fuc- .

jAMES BRISTOW. 39

fucceflively, Fortunately fome of my
own cloaths and a blanket had bcen
reftored to me the day. before I was de-
fired to enter into Hyder’s fervice. On

~ my arrival at Gingee I was hand-cuffed,

and frqxﬁ thence, the fucceeding day,'
removed to Arcot, where my hand-
cuffs were exchanged for heavy leg-
irons. I remained near three weeks

" in the prifon-of Arcot, and might,
I am pretty certain, have efcaped,.

had it only once during that period
proxed a very dark or rainy night;
"but the moon and ftars thone fo
bright, {(a circumftance which I at
that time thought a ferious misfortune)
and it appeared fo impracticable to elude
our guards and the foldiers of Hyder,
who inféﬂed-the ftrects and place du-
ring thefe clear nights, that the cir-
cumf’c:mce of having contrived, by
means of perfeverance and a piece of
broken china, to file down the head

: 1 . of
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of the nail which rivetted my irosis;
fo as to be able to throw them off at

- pleafure, availed me nothing. . One

night’s rain, or even one heavy
thower, would have .driven guards,
{entries, and the whole ‘garrifon, ac-

cording to -the pra®ice of the Afiatic

- {oldiers, under cover, and confequently

left the coaft clear—but I was rcfefvéd o

for feverer trials.

Colonel Baillie, Captain’ Rumley,

Lieutenant Frazer, and a Mr. Skar-
don, were at this time confined in
Arcot. The latter of thefe gentlemen
had been the Englith refident at Pon
dicherry, and treécherouﬁy delivered up
by the French inhabitants, who were
fuffered to refide’ unmolefted on their

paroles at the time of committing this

act of barbarity. An European fol-

dier, who by fome. neglect was left
behind fick on the day we marched to
the Red hills, and fnatched up by fome
, , " of
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_of the looties that conftantly hovered +

about our camp, died in his irons at
this place, without = receiving the
fmalleft afliftance, or any notice being

‘taken of his lamentations. Prior to
- my remove from hence my irons were

taken off, and the hand-cuffs again re-

.. placed, probably becaufe heavy fetters

might retard the march to Seringapa- -

~ tam, to which place I was next def-
tined. On the 1ft of March, 1781,

this journey commenced, with the me- |
lancholy profpect of never revifiting
thofe companions from whom the
chance of war had fecluded me.-

As foon as I was out of the fort of
Arcot 1 difcovered three palanquins,
containing Britith officers in the fame

- predicament with myfelf, and I {oon

learnt that they were Colonel Baillie,
Captain Rumley, and Licutenant Fre-
zer, who had recovered from their
wounds.  MTr. Skardon’s prifon bad,
, 1N«
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indeed, been contiguous to mine ; W&
had often converfed over the low wall

‘which divided our cells, and this gen- -

tleman had affifted me both with money
- and cloaths, but he was as ignorant as
myfelf of the fituation of the above
officers. A’ Lieutenant Brumpton, de=
‘livered up-by the French nearly in the

fame manner as Mr. Skardon, and Mr, " -

M*Neal, the mate of a country thip,

had been, were among the prifoners at

this time carried to Seringapatam.

We proceeded to Arnce the firft day,
and the fecond to a fort at the foot of
the hills, or gauts. On this march
we were exceedingly hurried, and fre.
quently ftruck to haiten our fleps, the
caufe of which, as I underftood from

one of the prifoners, was our near ap~:

proach, in the courfe of the day, to the
fort of Vellore, from- whence almoit
. any party which had fallied might have
refcued us, as our convoy only confifted

of -
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of about thirty fepoys, ‘and fifty poly-

- gars.  But they had, unfortunately, no
Intimation of our proximity at the gar-

rifon, and it was entirely out of our
power to apprize Colonel Lang, the

~commanding . officer of dt, by any

mneans or contrivance, nor had we any

- thing which- could corrupt the fidelity

of our convoy. ,
It took us five day to traverfe the

pafles; and four days more to reach

Offore; wé paffed an aftonithing num=

~ ber of fmall mud forts on the road,

and got to Seringapatam on the eigh-
teenth of the month. They allowed

~us to halt one day in the pettah of

Bangalore, round the wall of which
they were digging a trench at the time,

. “and adding a ditch to the Weﬁ face of
the fort. 1 cannot tell if it was the -

fame all round, as no other ﬁde was
Vlﬁble o ”
D On
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On our arrival at Seringapatam, M.

Skardon was fent to the officers prifon,

but Lientenant Brumpton and Mr,

M*Neal were lodged with us. ‘The
. former of thefe two had once efcaped
from Hyder, and nearly reached Cud-
delore before he was retaken ; this

might probably be his reafon for con-

fining him amongft the foldiers, and
treating him with more feverity than
the reft of the officers, at leaft I never
‘heard of any other. - Colonel Baillie,
Captain Rumley, and Lieutenant Fra-
zer, were confined by themfelves.

About 300 Europeans, moftly taken

near Tacoallum, were all fhut up in
one prifon; confifting of a very fpacious
fquare, with a fhade or verandah along
the wall, not unlike a feray, or what

is more commonly termed a caravan-

fary. Numbers were, at the time of
my arrival, affli¢ted with epidemical
dif-

JAMES BRIs'fow T

dx&empers, but neither care nor affift-

~ance were beftowed on-them ; a kind

of dropfical fwelling, in particular,
killed many. The fmall pox, fo fa-

- tal 'in the eaft, -efpecially to grown

people who catch it in the nitural way,

- had found entrance into the prifon,

and fwept away almoft all the prifoners
who had not had the diforder. I af-

ccribe the preférvation of my hfe to a

fingular contrivance ; havmg made a

. fmall ball of wax as hard as I could, T

applied it to my leg, and fied one of

. my coat buttons fo txght over it, that

the ball forced a hole through the fkin
into’ the leg, in which. fitvation I fuf-
fered it to rémain for feveral months,
preferving a kind of conflant iffue,
‘Shottly after my arrival amongft the

prxfoners, I was accofted by Serjeant, -

Dempﬁer, who had defertéd (as I have
mentxoned) at the Mount but was

. now confined in the common prifon.

Do H‘e
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He quefhoned me concerning my
coming fo Seringapatam, but on dif-

‘covering my averfion to his difcourfe,

and th'at I had been taken prifoner,
he put an end to the converfation by
. prefenting me with fome hoppers,* and
feemed fomewhat afhamed at meeting

-a perfon who had belénved to the
fame corps with himfelf. After this

time, I had little intercourfe with. him,
notwithftanding we continued for fe-
veral months in the fame prifon. He
was univerfally detefted by the’ pri-
foners, being a deferter, and alfo fuf-

" pected of fometimes betraying his coun- -

trymen to the tyranny of the power
which held them in captivity. He
protefted he had no intention of de-

ferting to Hyder, and that he had only

intended to get off to fome fhip, but
was picked up in the attempt. He re-

* A kind of cake made of rice ﬁdur.

ceived

JAMES BRISTOW. 37
ceived good treatment, and fome marks
of attention at firft, but irregularity

 and mifcondu¢t had forced Hyder to
- degrade him ‘almoft immediately ; he -
il received feveral indulgences, and

~ was “well difpofed to be ufeful to the

tyrant, though his behaviour was too
inconfiftent to entitle him to confi-
dence, and defeated any views he mlcrht
have of ralﬁng his -fortune in the fer—

-vice of a native power ;—he formerly

held a commlﬁion in his Ma_]ef’cy s fer-
vice,

I remained nine rnonths in thls pri-
{on, con{’cantly loaded with irons, and
allowed only one feer of rice and a pxce
per day, during which time, as the
wifth of delivering ourfelves from {o
intolerable a ‘captivity chiefly occu-
pied our thoughts, Lieutenant Brump-
ton, Mr. M*Neal, three others, and
myfelf, formed a plan for efcaping.
We had already prepared rice-cakes as

D 3 pro-
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_ provifions for the journey, and procured
ropes for fcalmg the wall, when the
~ very evening precedmg our propofed

. departure, a heavy fhower of rain

fell and wafhed away that identical
: part of the pnfon wall whxch had been
fixed upon for the efcalade A ftrong
guard was in confequence 1mmedxately
'phnted on the fpot. The rain notonly |
dlfconcerted our plan, but alfo it dlfco-
vered what a penlous tafk we had enga-
ged in; for when the wall wasdown, }

percelved fuﬁicmnt unknown obﬁac]es :

~ to convince me how little probablhty

there was of havmg fucceeded The

’ fcherne was accordmgly laid aﬁde for
a fruﬁrated attempt to cfcapc W ouId
only have augmented the rigour ¢ of our
confinement.

" In the month of Septcmber, 1-81,

about fix months after .my imprifon-
ment, the . Nyar, a Bramin, and the
commander of our guards, entered the

pnfon
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" prifon early in the morning, and fe-
y g

lected Serjeant Dempfter, with fifteen

" more of the prifoners, among whom

were two young boys, drummers of

the 73d regiment; ftruck off their

irons, and without deigning to utter a

- word, carried them away, for the pur-
pofe, as I foon after underftood, of

circumcifing them. They refifted a

- long while, and bore very cruel treat-
. ment before " they fubmitted to this )
‘operation, nor did they fubmit at laft,

until they were ﬁup1ﬁed with majum,*
which they had been forced to fivallow.
This incident fpread general terror

amongft the reft of the prifoners, every

one apprehending that he might be the
nextvictim devoted to Mahometi{fm ; nor
were our fears groundlefs, for earlyA
in January, 1782, the fame perfons re-
entered our prifon, accompanied by

*A ﬁrong opiates
Da ; Ser-
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~ Serjeant Dempfter, and made a fecond \

felection of fourteen, in which number
1 had the misfortune to be included,
As Dempfler was {ufpe@ted of a fhare
in this horrid buﬁnefs, at leaft fofar
" as pointing out the objects on whom
the choice ought to fall ; every one of
us were hi ghly exaf perated againft him,

and it was fortunate for him that he.‘

was protc&ed by .the guards. The
treatment the firft Vxétxms had under-
gone, ferved in fome degree to apprize
us of the mutxhty of reﬁ&ance

the dofe had no “cffet upon, were
formbly feized and pxmoned by ftout

coffres, uhxif’c the operation was per-

formed (having previoully {h:wed us
in the cuﬁomary marmer) a ceremony
whxch thcy continued to obferve for
three years,
nght gars were perfomted and fmaﬂ

' ﬁlvg;r

With-
horror and mdlgnatxon we fwallowcd :
the narcotic potion, and thofe whom'-

Aftcr the opemtzon, our -
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filver rings with round knobs fixed in
them, this being ‘a mark of flavery
amongft- the Mahometans. As foon
as we had recovered from this diabolical

, ceremon} , we were transferred to what-

. is termed the tyrant’s Chaylah batta-

lions (that is, flaves ;) thefe are com-

: P_ofgd_ of fuch of his own fubjeéts as
- haye been condemned to perpetual {la-

very, and fuch unfortunate captives as
he takes in war. The prefent confifted
chiefly of boys furprized in the Car-
natic, whom he accuftomed to military
exercife, with large fticks, cut in the
thape of mufkets. The tatk impofed
upon us (thofe: who refufed being -

cruelly flogged) was to inftruct thefe
Chaylabs in the manual exercife. Our

fituation confequently became . worfe

than before; we were obliged to per-
form an office, which, however fmall
the benefit we took care the practi-

" tioners fhould derive from it, could

not
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not but caufe th_e deépcf_’c affliction,
when we reflected’ they were the de-

tefted cnemies of our. country ‘whom.

we were compelled to inftruct in that
very art which would prove deftructive
to cur countrymen,’

After we had been made what -

was termed’ Muffelmen, we neglected

no opportunity of evincing our con-

tempt for the religion of our tormen-
tors, and the cruci forge they had em-
ployed againft us, b}r'ca‘cching dogs,
and bandicoots (a fpecies of large
rats) and circumcifing ~them pub-
licly. ‘This operation never failed to
exafperate them, particularly as the dog
is held a very impure animal, and 1t

cannot be doubted but we very often -
owed fome additional ill ufage to thefe

infults on one of their moft facred rites ;.

{uch behaviour would-have been unpar-
donable, had not the compelling us to
undergo an abhorred operation been fo

1 bafe
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bafe and barbarous an a& of oppref- -

- fion, that it was impoflible to refle
~ on it with temper, and at leaft juftified

what might not be abfolutely prudent

| ‘and fafe, '

In the month of March this year,‘
one of the lately difciplined Chaylah

" battalions which Hyder had ordered to
- join a body of troops deftined for par-

ticular fervice,  encamped at Periapa-
tam, a rock about twenty cofs to the
fouth weft of Seringapatam, and vifible

~from the fort. ‘This battalion was ac-
‘companied by twelve of the circum-

cifed Europeans, acting as officers over
flaves, and probably intended by way
of experiment; Hyder imagining, I
fancy, ‘that a tacit compliance with -
his fervice might be exacted from thefe
unfortunate men, although their fenti-
ments and feelings would not allow
them openly and avowedly to acquiefce
in it. They had been, however, but

a very
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a very fhort time detached, before four

of the Europeans found means to make
their efcape, by eluding the {entries at

night, and immediately entering the
" Nyar Fuugles, which lic to the fouth-
ward of Seringapatam, and from

_whence, after encountering innumerable
dangers and {uffering incredible hard-- :

fhips, they arrived fafe at Bedanorc,
commanded by General Matthews,
who fent them to Mangalore, from
whence, as | afterwards underftood,
they were removed to Fort St. George,
at the time General Matthews was
taken ; one of thefe poor fellows was
{o much weakened and overcome with
fatigue and hunger, that when they

were near Bedanore, his legs failed him,

nor had the others.ftrength enough to
affift him; having a good conflitution,
he lived till a dooly from the garrifon
came to fetch him into the fort.  This
efcape, however, proved very fatal to

the

. JAMES QRISTO\V. .LS

the remaining eight, for no fooner was

~the flight of their- friends difcovered,

than they were marked as victims
of revenge. They were accordingly

" brought out in front of that battalion to

which a few hours before they had
acted as officers, with their hands tied
behind, and received three lathes with

“a bunch of tamarind twigs from cach

of the C'baylzz/)f, which, from the num-

‘ber compofing the battalion, amounted -
‘to fifteen hundred lathes. Thus were

innocent men punithed to affuage the
cruel refentment of difappointed villains,
incenfed becaufe four Europeans had
eluded their vigilance, and becaufe they
difcovered that no afliftance was to be
derived from the Englifh captives, nor
any truft to be placed in men who pof-
feﬂ"cd a right to liberate themf{elves by
every opportunity that offered: after
{uffering this fevere flagellation, thei
bands were fecured in alog of wood,

' - with
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with holes in it, fomething like ftocks,

and in that fituation they were fent to
Munclamore, a very high and de-

tached rock, with feveral forts on it,

“about thirty cofs from Seringapatam,

in the Chittledrocg country. Here

cneof the unfortun te {ufferers, aDutch-

man by birth, expired of the inhuman’ -
flogging without ha\mg his hands en-

larged befor«, his death. After ﬁx.

months confinement in Munclamore, on
one feer of * raggy per day, they were
fent back to Seringapatam, and a firict

order ,accompanied them from Hyder, -

to fuffer none of the prifoners on any
account whatever, to be trufted with
detachments in future, but to guard

them clofely and confinc them to the - |

exercife of the Chaylabs, in garsifon.

* A fmall grain eaten by the natives, not
unlike muftard fecds.

CHAP.
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CHAP: IL

Arrival of Colone! Braithwaite’s de-

tachment, and of feveral feamen given
up by Suffrein—moriality among the
prifoners—death of Colonel Baillie
——demife of Hyder Ally—be is fuc-
ceeded by Tippoo Sultan—murder of ‘
Geﬂem/ Matthews. . ‘

rHILST the above prifoners fufe

fered for the efcape of four of

their friends, the whole of the officers

and men of Colonel Braithwaite’s de- -
tachment in the Tanjore countryarrived
in captivity, and {pread a gloom of de-

fpondence through the feveral prifons. |
Every frefh victory gained by the ty-
rant naturally fhiftéd the profpect of cur
deliverance to a greater diftance, aug-
mented
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mented the number of mlferable oB«
jeéts on whom his daily cruelty was
wreaked, and rendered him mor€ in-
fenfible in PYOPOI‘UOH as he imagined

- himfelf rifing in power. This detach-

ment furrendeled on . the cighteenth of
the p1ecedmg February, and coqﬁf’ced
of about two thoufand efeGive men..
Tn addition to our mifery, we learnt
from thefc unfortunate prifoners, that

our army- remained in a ftate of inac-

tivity, at the mount.
The number of Chaylabs that were

confined in the fort together, without
fufficient room to breathe in, and totally

,(hfregarded and furrounded by filth

which was never removed, created at.

Jaft epidemical difeafes, which were |

fatal to great numbers. The unfortu-
nate Europeans had in this cafe, no
better chance than the “wretches with

whom they were intermixed: in one
_com-
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common prifon: It was not until the
contagion had raaed a confiderable time
with unabated fury, and effected great

- deftrucion; that they removed us to

another prifon on the ifland, where we
had a little more room to move in, and

~-enjoyed a purer air than the infected

and putrid vapours which we were
before fubje¢t to. ~As a farther help

. towards preventing infeCtion, greater

care was taken to clean the new pnfon
which confifted of a f{pacious fquare,
fituated been the fort and the new

village, to the fouthward. of the for-

mer, called Gunjam Pet. The tem-

porary comfort which this Malutary -

change: afforded, was of thort dura-

tion, for {carcely had our drooping

{pirits recovered from the terror of cer-

" tain death, which ftared us in the face,

and our hopes in fome degree revived
from the diminution of reftraint, before

E a~fa-
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a fatal and injurious mifreprefentation

‘of our ¢onduct plunged us into new

troubles. It was related, Heaven

~ knows from what caufe, unlefs every.

outward appearancg of tolerable {pirits
difpleafed our perfecutors, that indul-

A'gc11cc had rendered us lazy, and that
we neglected the inftruction and ex- -

ercife of the Chaylahs. It availed no-

thing ‘that there was no foundation for
" fuch a report, no attention was paid to’

our remonitrances ; the killadar fent
for-us into the fort, ordered the fetters

from which we had been exempted,

fince the initiation into Mahometi{m,
to be replaced, and the guards:to drive
us back with huge fricks, “to cur for-
mer prifon on the ifland,  which being
diftant near a mile, fubjected us toa
pretty found drubbing before we reached
it, though we made every expedition.
After this, we -lwcrs obliged to exer-

cife
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cife the Chaylabs in heavy irons during
a whole month. o ,
Lieutenants Speediman and Rutledge

‘were brought to prifon this year, in the

month of July. The fate of thefe

‘ gentlemen was uncommonly hard, and

the treatment they met with from the

~cruel conqueror, ftrangely barbarous,

and wantonly . different from the other

"officers.  The particulars relative ‘to.

their capture, &c. as related in a letter
from themfelves to their brother offi-
cers, are as follows : Having. been left
wounded at Vellore, in the beginning
of the year, they remained in that gar-
rifon until the month of June, when
an efcort of one company of - fepoys,
three three-pounders, and a number of
Polygars arrived with fupplies for the
fort.  Stimulated by military ar-
dor, they had determined, being pretty
well recovered of their wounds, to
E 2 feize
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feize this opportunity of rejoining the

“army, to-fhare in the active {ervice of -

the campaign ; but on the fecond day’s
march from Vellore, Tippoo with his
- army . came down upon them . It was

not until moft of the Company’s fe-
- poys were wounded, their ammunition

nearly expended, and the Polygars had™ *|

deferted them, that this {mall detach-
ment furrendered to'.Ti'ppoc')’s whole
force, by hoifting a white handkerchief
for quarter, which was granted. They
received tolerable good ufage in Tip-
poo’s camp, but met with quite the
reverfe from Hyder himfelf, who de-
tained them - five cizx;*s;, then -mixed
. them with a parcel of Carpatic boys,
and difpatched them to Scringapatzim.
On their arrival there, they were con-
fiderably furprized not to be confined
in tie prifon with the other officers,
but were almoft rendercd {pecchlefs,

when
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_when the horrid defign of circumcifing

them became evident, They were
marched to the village of Gunjam Pet,
and fecured in‘a large {quare building,

where they found nine Europcans that

had already undefgonc this abominable
operation. Parties from the guard came
now every hour of the day to them,
fometimes  with promifes, at others
with drawn fwords, chawbucks, and -

"yvopes ready to tie them, and the bar--

bcr_.irp the rear with thaving imple-
mients, to exact their confent to the
mutilation., Finding‘this method in-
effectual after trying it for feveral days,
they hoped by feparating the two gen-
tlemen to force a compliance. This
proving equally incfficacious, the jem-~ -
mandar feemed to take compaffion on

them, and promifed to write' to Hyder

in their behalf ; but when they began to
imagine the monftrous purpofe had been

E 3 laid
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Liid afide, at leaft till Hyder’s anfwer
‘could be received, they were furprifed

on the 27th of Auguft by a dozen {tout
fellows with chav'bucks and as many
- coffres with ropes, &c. who feized them
\VlthOLt ceremony, tied them, cut off
their hair, and then walked away. On

the firft of September following, the:

~ fame villains returned again, feized and

“tied them, and then compelled them to

fwallow a dofe of m’ajum,‘ which di-
vefted them of fcnfatlon whilt thLy
were c1rcumc1fed *

Some time after the arrival of thefe.

gentlemen, feven -of thofe that had al-

ready been circumcifed, amongft which™

number ‘I was included, were carried

again into the fort to difcipline fome
hundreds of Carnatic boys, lately torn

away frem their native foil. I had

ot Uccn man} days in the fort before

fifty
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fifty feamen arrived from Bangalore,
being a part of thofe given up to Hy-
der by Admiral Suffrein at Cuddelore

“in June. Thefe were all chofen young

men, picked out from about three hun-
dred that the Admiral gave up, and
deftined for Hyder’s army. Meflrs.
\Vllfon Edimon, Auftine, Whitcway,.
Drake, Cardman, and Lefage, mid-
fhipmen, were of the number. The -

" youngeft and handfomeft of thefe un--

fortunate men underwent a fecond fe-
le&ion at Seringapatani, and were
lodged in the palaée, as part of the ty-
rant’s houfehold, where they received to-
lerable good treatment, were inftruéted
in the language of the Faft, and taught

-different arts- and- exercifes according

to the ftations they were intended to

Aill about his perfon, and’ whenever

their tutor went abroad, they attended -
him. ‘Some of thefe, after the peace,
E 4 o were
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were intended for dancing boys, and
fent among the Nozch people to b

inftructed in the manceuvres beloniging

to that-art, Mr: Cadman was ane of
* thofe to whom the latter choice had
fallen, but on account of what they
thought refractory behaviour, he was

returned to the Chaylabs, and was of:.

the party who made their efcape with
me, and has fince, as [.am very happy

to hear, got fafe to Madras. Meflrs. - |

Wilfon, Ediman, Auftin, and White-
way, loft their lives in the tyrant’s do-
minions fome years ago. Thefe un-
fortunate and bafely facrificed feamen
had all been circumcifed, and were

confidered -as the unqueftionable pro-

perty of Hyder, which no treaty fhould

induce him to give up, having reccived

them from an ally and friend, whofe

bufinefs it would be to anfwer for them,
fhould they ever become the fubject of
' an
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an inquiry. - It was the opinion of the

~wretched  fufferers that. Suffrien had

fold them to the tyrant; they all de-
clared that the Admiral had offered

- them each a hat full of dollars, if they

would do duty on board the French

~ ficet, it being reduced to great thifts

for want of hi‘mdsv?'and they uniformly
feemed to think’ that theiy firm refufal
_provokgd the admiral to give them up
t0 Hyder; nay, that he had threatened
them with doing fo in cafe of non-
compliance. Thirty of them were for-.
tunate enotigh o efcape from Arnee
immediately after the {furrender, with-
@th even being mi{fcd,; and many more,
no doubt, would have got off the fame
_f.’vay,' as they had found means when
they were muftered, to deccive by
counting twice for thofe mifﬁng in the
evening, a trick that could not eafily
be di;fcovcged as long as their faces

: were
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were not perfectly known ; but fome
that were retaken by Hyder’s peoplc
roufed” the fufpicion of the guards.

I o0 - B
T'wo, however, contrived to get away

after this, but oncof them ﬁlhly returned
the next day having mifled his road,
and brought the ‘account of his com—

panion’s de"xth who was leW’IlCd i

attempting to pafs a river,

I {hall not here add any animadver-"

fions on the condu(’:’c of Adrmral Suf-
frein, in rehnqulﬂnng,thefe men to a
barbarian ; the world has formed its
unbiaffed oplmon of the matter, which
1is not to be deftroyed by the attempt
of transferring the guilt to the govern-

ment of Madras, as has wppcared ina -

Jetter from the admiral to Mr. Hal-

tm"s It is well known not to

be the praé’clce of civilized warfare,
cither to -murder or fell prifoners
when we are incapable of maintaining
’ ‘ ' or
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or fecurmg thern, but in fuch cafes to
fuffer them to depart on their paroles.
The regifters of modern wars abound

“with inftances of fuch conduct, which,
if nclther cuftom or prudence dldated

the Jaws of humanity, at leaft, ought

. to prefcribe.

Three days after the arnval of thcfe
Europeans, 800 more Carnatic inhabi~
tants were brourrht into captivity.

In the month of November this year,
namely 1782, the umverfally efteemed

“and beloved Colonel Baillie fell a vic- -

tim to long illnefs, and fmgues of -
mind as wdl as body, and died in the
prifon of Scrm(rapahm I think I
faw his funeral, without however
knowmOr at the time, that it was the
colonel’s. It was the prevalent report
among . the pnfoncrs that he fell by
poifon, but from \\lmt I h'we been able
“to colle then, as well as fince, T~

}nw
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have no right to believe that his demife

was altually brought . on by mortal

~drugs, >thou'gh the inhuman conqueror
certainly was acceffary to it, by ex-
prefsly witholding medical aid from

him during his painful difeafe, not-
withftanding rcpéated applications for -
~ that purpofe, and treating him, from

the coramencement of his captivity,
with exceflive fe\?crity. Tt cannot
‘therefore be doubted, that he rejoiced
- in the deceafe of {o able and diftin-
‘guifhed an officer, and that he, per-
haps, fecretly hoped his villainous ar-
‘tifice would anfwer the fame purpofe

as open violence, though nothing but -

furmifes can be offered for the conduct
that wguld havc been pugﬁlcd had this
{cheme mifcarried, pasticularly as Co-
Ionel Braithewaite was fuffered to ef-
cape. Tippoo’s behaviour to General
Matthews is by no means a true cri-

terion
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terion to ‘judge from, as the whole of

~ ¢hat affair is involved in oblcure cir-

cumftances and facts hitherto very par-

~ tially developed.

Towards the end of the year the

tidings of "Hyder’s demife rcached Se-

ringapatam. This happened but a very
few days after the death of the unfor-
tunate Colonel, fo that if he died by
his order, the barbarian did not him-

" felf furvive the bafe murder.  The end

of this turbulent and ambitious tyrant
gave birth to various fpcculatibgs and
expe@ations, but was attended with
none of thofe commotions commonly

g produced by the demife of an Eaftern

monarch. 'His fon 'I‘ippoo' ‘Saheb,
fince called Tippoo Sultan, took undif-
fturbed poffeffion of all his father’s

territories, and the command of wvaft

 armies, at a time when many difaffec-

ted individuals filled both the camp
and
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and city, ‘This muft be eftcemed no

contemptible proof of his abilitics as
a politician as well as a foldier; fuch

authority, at leaft, did his known cha-
raler carry with it, that no open at-
tempts were made to oppofe his ac-

ceflion, or divide and circumfcribe his.
power. ‘Tippoo was with his army,: -

‘at a confiderable diftance from Hy=
der when he died, but when the in-
formation reached him, he hafted
to his father’s camp, and made fuch
‘difpofitions and arrangements as he
judged prudent and neceflary, without
relaxing, in any degree, the vigour
with which he carried on the war
againft the Ezigliﬂl. ._ »
The -cuftomary mournings were ob-
ferved at Seringapatam, but the people
feemed not to regret the lofs of their
ruler. His remains were not brought

to the capital till threc months after his |

dgath s
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death, and interred in the part of the
ifland which is called the Lollbaug
parden. The ufual obfequies of eaftern
mornarchs were ‘profufely beftowed on

this occafion, and confifted chiefly in

charities to the indigent, and magniﬁ—
cent erections to the deceafed.

" One of Tippoo’s firft fleps towards

“fecuring and ftrengthening his govern-

ment, was to -place a new killadar in
‘Seringapatam.  He brought Witl? him
a battalion of fepoys to enforce his au-
thority, and to remove -any impedi-
ments which he might encounter in

poffefﬁng himfelf of his office. The

" Europeans had every caufe imaginable

to be afflicted ‘at this change, for the
new killadar, Syud ‘Mahomed Khan,
turned out the greateft fcourge we had
yet met with, neglecting no opportu- -
.nify to fatiate the bent of hisinclina-

: ,tibn, which delighted in cruelty. The

old
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" old killadar, (by name Siddeboy) who

often had fhewn us mercy when it de=

pended upon hiir, and he could do it
with fafcty; (for it is dangerous'to be
compaffionate and poflefled of feelingsin
the fervice of a tyrant) was thortly af>
ter imprifoned in irons, and remained

" fo for a confiderable time, probably to .

render him incapable of being dange-
rous, as his brother Hyder thcb had

bctmyed Bedanore; 'md gone over to

" General Matthews, fhortly aftex Hyder’s

death. ‘This man, thoucrh of known

fidelity and attachment to- Hyder’s go=
vernment, turned traitor (I have becn
informed) in his own defence, the in-
ftant his former mafter cx'p"ircd,-v and
took refuge with the Englith to pro=
vide for his own fafety, dreading the
refentment of the new ruler, who had
threatened, and who, he was well af
fured, would have facrificed him to his

anger,
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anger, b\.mg emfpcrated on account of
a chaftifement which, by order of Hy-

der, he had given Tippoo when a
young boy, and for which his unfor-

-~ giving ‘temper bafely ‘meditated ven-

geance on the innocent executor of the
ordel of a father.

The hopes which had been in=
dulged when the death of Hyder be«

. came pubhc, founded on the expeta-
“tion of a favourable change in our af= =

fairs, through the mildnefs of Tip-
poo’s temper, who hﬂd hitherto borne
a charaGer for humanity, and on the

‘ Probablhty of his being unable to pro-

fecute the war after an event produc~
tive in general of great revolutions in
this country, quickly vanithed ;' and
it was foon difcovered, that if Tippoo

‘did not furpafs he at leaft equalled his

father in averfion and hatred to the
Europeans ; that his character had not .
F ' hithertq
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hitherto appcarcd in a true light, but

that now, when he found it no longer

neceflary to diffemble or conciliate thc
affections. of his father’s fubjects, he
threw afide the mafk, and ﬂxewcd him~

felf in his genuine colours ; it was alfo '
found that he could, and actually did,

cTrry on the war with 'unzibatcd. Vie

gour.
Inthe monthof F chrmr) ;1 /8 3, Lieu-

tenant Frazer, (Colonel Baillie’s brigade - -

major) and Captain Rumley, who had

‘both been confined with the Colonel,

but had not any fufpicions of his being
poifoned, as is cvident from a letter
which they wrote to the other officers,
and a Licutenant Sampfon, of Colonel
Braithwaite’s detachment, were fent
in a very myﬁcnous manner to My-
fore. :
1 alfo learnt, about this time, that
Lieutenants Speediman and Rutledge

: ' - were
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were under very fevere confinement and
in heavy irons at Gunjum Pet, inconfe-

‘Quence of an attemipt to efcape: their

fcheme was to have made a hole in the

~prifon wall, being confined in a feparate
~apartment whilft under cure for cir-
- cumcifion. Nothing but defpair, how-

ever, could have infpired the refolution,

~ there not being the fmalleft probability

of getting away had they even fucceeded -

" in breaking the wall, which never was

effeCted, as a black fervant belonging
to Lieutenant Rutledge betrayed them.

They were confequently detected in the
fact, and {ecured as above-mentioned,

without any other fubfiftence than what
their fellow prifoners afforded them.

- When they,had been two months tor- .
~tured in this difgraceful manner, they

were ordered to drill the Chaylabs.
The deplorable lofs of Nagram, or

‘Bedanore was one of the heavy dif-

E 2 afters
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~afters which ﬁanahzefl the beginning
of this year. Equy in the month of
‘May ‘the whole of 'Ilppoos capital
rung with fhouts and rejoicings in con-
{equence of this re~capture; fugar and
fweptmems were carried about thc town

" in‘bafl cets, and diftributed to the inba- "

‘bitarits under the difcharge of cannon.
1 do not recollec the {pirits of the pri-
foners to be fo much deprefled at-any

onc time during the whole of my cap-

'tmty as on’ this mournful occafion.
The lofs of Bedanore had vexed Tip-
“poo exceedingly, nor was he chagrined
without' very good caufe, as his capital

“had.been expofed during the abfence of &

his armies from the rapld progrefs of
General Matthews, who a{Turedly
would: have pcnetrﬁted to the very gates
of Scringapatam, had he beeninformed
“of the true flate of affairs where not

f)nl},the European pufoners, but the
‘ cap~
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~captive natives, and as afterwards ap- .
peared, a formidable confpiracy, would

have been ready to forward his enter-

prize, and no force to oppofe him..
- By the capture of General Matthews

and his army 'in a moft inglorious
manner, the tyrant was delivered from
every future apprchenfion, and enabled
to exat more imperious terms fhould
a peace be propofed. In fhort, ‘the

~difaﬁrous confequences of this lofs, to -

a part of which we had the mortifi-
cation of bf_mg cve-wnneﬁcs pre-

fented themfelves 'in'_ fuch dithear-

tening colours, and dejected us fo
much, that a long time clapfed before
we recovered any tolerable degree of
compofure. To add acutenefs to our

- diftrefs, we were defired, or rather

compelled, to partake of the fweet-
meats prepared for the rejoicings, and
Qur poﬁtwc refufal was conftrued into

F3  aflub.

b,
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a frubbornefs which deferved ,C_Ol;l.'ec"?'

tion ; agcordingly our evil genius, the
bafe and dark-minded killadar, -deter-
mined to make us feel the cffects of
“his difpleafure.  He ordered us in
future into the ranks with the Chaylabs,
(hitherto ‘having only fuperintended
them) prohibited every {pecies of ‘n-
tercourfe and ¢Ommunication with each

pt{her,’ even that of converfing together

in public, and configned us to the
charge of fentries, who confined us in
a {quare 'build'ing the whole day.-withT-
out any food. T errified at this extraz
ordinary, unprovaked, and fudden
change ‘of treatment, and very fenfible
that paﬂive fubmi{:’ﬁon.only would ferve
to rénder our cnemies more oppreflive
and inexorable, we refolved towards
the f:v'éﬁing‘ to be iﬁfprfned of our def-
tiny.- ‘Having fdrced the fentries placed
over us, ‘.y\;c érptecdgzd in a body to the
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killadar’s-quarters, and remonfirated in
the moft fubmiflive terms againft the

* cruelty of frarving and tormenting us

without any real canfe. He took not

the . fmalleft notice, however, of our

complaint, but ordered a pasty of fepoys
to furround us, and tic us with-ropes ;
after which he ordered us, one by one,
to be fcourged in his prefence, until
his favage difpofition was glutted with.

- the groans extorted from us. Enfign

Clark, who had ftood our fpeaker on
this occafion, being well verfed in the .
Hindoftany, or Moor lranguag‘c_,"’was '
firft on the lift, and moft inhumanly
flogged, a few only efcaped by the un-
merciful barbarian’s growing tired of
the fport, ~ We were kept the whole
of this night and the fucceeding day,
in the open air, bound and expofed to

the burning {un. " On the {econd even-

ing  fome vidtlals were vdiﬁributed
' F 4 amongﬁ
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amongft us, when we were difperfed
in different places amongft the {laves,

- and treated with uncommon rigour for

a long time afterwards. -

A ﬁngula‘r'fpeciés of cruélty, that.

had no other obje@ in view than
wanton malice, and the barbarous de-
~light our villains conftantly took in

tormenting and infulting the Englifh -

prifoners, occurred about this tme,

 Four European women, with “their
hufbands, belonging to the Bedanorc

garrifon, were brought to Seringapa-

tam, where: they were torn from the

men, whom the villains fent to Chittle-
droog, and afterwards allotted the wo-

men to four of the black flaves. Two
Lecame the property of the matives of
Myfore, and the other two became the
property of a couple of abominable

Abyflinians, with whom. they were

compelled to live. - I faw thefe women

' - myfdf )
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m'y{"élf," they were good-lboking fe-

- males, but ?ity was all the affiftance

I was able to afford them. It would,

indeed, make too large a regifter of

horrors, to enumerate c¢very particular

inftatice in which thefe unfeeling men

trcated us with inhumanity.

A confpimcy againft the ulurper was
difcovered in the month of Auvguft this
year, and muft have alarmed him cou-

fiderably, ‘as® it cvidently teftified the -

difpofitions of {ome, if not of all his
{ubjects.. The project was planned, 1
underftood, with much precaution and.
judgement, and it was intended that
the: European prifoncrs' thould be ad- -
mitted to a fhare in the enterprize,
which had nothing lefs in view than to
veftore the reins of government to the

ancient race of Myfore, and emanci-

‘paie the prefent king from the thackles
of the regency. One of the confpira-
tors - betrayed the plot, on the very eve

of
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of its execution, by which he faved
himfelf, and brought his affociates

to the moft excruciating tortures, and

the moft dreadful- ends, fuch as being
dragged to.death at the heels of ele-

hants, &c. It is to be regretted that

this fcheme mifcarried, as much effufion
of blood, and many Jamentable cataf-

trophes, as well at that time as- in the .
Prcfent war, would by this means have

been averted, and.our fourthern poflef-
{ions been delivered. from an inveterate
and faithlefs neighbour.  It.was a

matter of much aftonifhment, that the

rifoners all efcaped f{ufpicion on this

occafion, though it muft certainly have -

been their prefence which encouraged

the project, nor is it to be credited,

that none.of them were in the fecret.
The peace which aCtually took place,

beoan to- be rumoured towards the end
O

~of this year, but we had heard fuch
- frequent and various reports of this na-

ture,
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ture, all of which had proved tobe
groundlefs conjecture or fimple inven=
tions, that the comforts which thefe

reports had yielded - at firft, had . - :

~worn away, and we liftened- to the

news of peace with the fame diftrut

‘that. we ufed to attend to the violated

Pljomifes which from time to time

- were made to us by our tormentors,

The month of September this year

1 793, was diftinguithed by the inhu-

man murder of General Matthews,

 who was certainly poiforied in a very

barbarous manner, being ftarved until he -
had: confented to cat of the food which
he had difcovered contained poifon. He
refufed for feveral days to tafte nou
rifhment, but hunger furmounted at laft
the defire of protracting a miferable
exiftence, and he fwallowed 4 plentiful
Pprtion of the vi€uals prepared for
him, and in a few hours after ex-
pi:¢d in violent conyulfions. I am the
' : bettey
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better enabled to affert this fact, having
- fince converfed with the General’s two

‘European fervants, who, after being
kept Jong in fufpenfe, were {uffered to
‘live, and confirmed the fa®. Much
was faid amongft the prifoners, and
. much, no doubt, has gone abroad into

the world concerning the whole of: . .

Tippoo’s behaviour to the unfortunate
General, which commenced with a
bafe breach of faith, and clofed with a

barbarous murder. His bafe and cruel.

condué has, no doubt, been expoled in

all the colours which can render guilt:

odious, but I do not find that it has
ever been impartially fuggcﬁed by our
country men, how much it was {urmi-
ed that Tippoo, barbarian and tyrant
as he is, neverthelefs did not make
himfelf ﬁuﬂty in the fir/? violation of

~the Bedanore capltuldtlon

"CHAP,
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CHAP. II

Remov al of the prifoners from Sermga—
patam 1o Myfore—mvarious ex peditions
of Tippoo_againft ihe tributaries of the
Nizam—cruel treatment of the prife-
ners—marriage of Tippoo's eldef? Jfon—
his intolerance to bis Hindoo fubjects— -
bis attack upon the Rajah of Travan-
core—rupture between him and the
-Eﬂg/[//j——approacla of General Mea-
dows—action awith  Colonel Floyd—
the prifoners  condusted to the hill

Jorts.

N the month of December follow-
ing, all the circumecifed Europeans
n Scrmgapatam were removed to My-
fore,
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fore, the ancient capital of the king-
dom, .but at that time an /inﬁgniﬁcupt
little fort about feven miles .to the
- fouthward of Seringapatam, which
Tippoo has fince demolifhcd, and
erected a new and ftronger oné a little

to the caftward of the former, called

Sultan Killah. - On our arrival here,
we were clofely confined, and in the
Ycry room where Captain Rumley
and Lieutenants Frazer and Sampfon,
whofe deaths had already been whif-

pered about the city, were murdered,

thortly before, by the order of Tipé

poo. | -
Wkhen we difcovered ourfelves to be
not only in the fame danger, ‘but

guarded by the very fame affaflins who

“had imbrued their hands in the blood of
thefe gentlemen, we could no longer
fupprefs our terrors. It now recurred
to us what had often been afferted, that
| Tippoo

3
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Tippoo never would fuffer any Britith
captives to return, being determined to
putall fuch to death who fhould furvive
his cruel treatment.  The murder of

‘General Matthews’s officers, which

had been circulated at Seringapatam,

~and was credited by us all, contri-

buted to confirm this fufpicion. In
thort, it appeared - evident that our
extirpation  was refolved upon, on

which account we unanimoufly deter-

mined to annihilate as many of Tip-
poo’s hired affaflins as tve could, until
fuperior numbers fhould crufh us. At
this time, however, our alarms proved
groundlefs, and Tippoo’s real view in
fending us. hither, f{eemed to- be no-
thing; more than to keep us out of
the way whilft peace was in-agitation,
that we might have no opportunity of

making: our: fituations known, and
-~ confequently be included in the numi-

ber



8o NARRATIVE OF

ber of thofe’ who at laft efcaped his
clutches. It 1s 1mt*oﬂlble however,
to determine \Vh’lt would “have been

our fate, had our releafe been infifted

Con with {ufficient c*xmeﬁncfs o pro-

voke his anger.

The commander of our gmrd had a
Alave, from whom we learnt the fols -
lowing pa‘rticuhrs concerning the de-

teftable murder of the above c-mentioned
gentlemen. Captain Rumley, when he
found that he would be conftrained to
fwallow poifon, put an end to his own

exiftence rather than fubmit ; and Lieu- .

tenant Sampfon, having fnatched up a
Iar% picce of wood th'1t chanced to be
W 1thm his reach, laid fo furioufly
and refolutely about “him, that the
cowardly murderers, ‘afraid of ap-
proaching, threw a flonc at him from

{ome diftance, which met his head with

2 mortal blow. Lieutenant Frazer
alone
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alone was fecured, and had ‘poifon
forced down his throat, of ‘which he
foon after died.

After four months confinement at
Myfore we were marched back to Sé-
ringapatam. 'Tippoo had then returned

- to his eapital, and peace with the Eng-

Lifh was concluded Our numbers at
this time amounted to eighty, being
the furwvors of fuch as from time to

time had been dragged out of the Se- . -

rmgapatam prifons, and - circumcifed.
The feamen, ‘except thofe felected for
the palace, are included in this lit. I
have . fince learnt, that every prifon |
throucrhout the tyrant’s dominions had
in like manner been drained of the ill-
fated Enghﬂlmen that were detained in
capnvxt) -

It is difficult for. thofe who never
experienced fimilar calamities to form

any adequa;e or juft conception of our
G o de-
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‘defpondence in ﬁndmg ourfelvcs wheri
. peace was reftored, for ever fecluded
from our country’ ‘and. friends.. The
hopes of one day rejoining thofe to.
' Whom we might relate our adverﬁtxes '

- 1in fafety, and enjoy the_ pleafing re-

- fle&ions of }izi"inrr furmounted fuffer--
ings incurred in the caufe and fervice .
of our country, had hltherto fupported o
‘us againft every misfortune. A gene-
ral reftoration of prifoners had been.

the bafis of the peace, but our rulers
found themfelves reduced to connive at

the moft ﬂagrant infringement of thlS .

article. =

We were now poﬁed to the different
Chaylah battalions in the capacity of
- havildars, and réceived feven rupees
per month.  Lieutenants Speediman
and Rutledge were appointed fubadars.
Lieutenant Brunton, ivho camé up to

Seritigapatam  at’ the fame time with -

my-
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H myfelf and Enfigr Gordon, a gentle-

man who had been a long time con- .

fined at Chlttledloog, ivere liberated:

‘When I was moved to Myfore, two
Europeans, one named O‘Bryan, from
the fame ‘company of Bengal artﬂlery

“to which I had ‘belonged, the other a

ferjeant of the Madras eftablifbment,

" taken in the Pollams, -where Colonel

Owen commanded, were compelled to
perfo;m the office of common coolies,

~and to carry dirt .in the fireets of Se-

ringapatam, becaufe they had attempted
to efcape thoitly after they vere cap-

tured, and at that time killed Or woun=
~ ded one or two of the guards that fur=

prizéd them: On my return thefe tio
men exifted no more; they had been
aflaffinated by the fultan’s-order, to-
gether. with a native girl and two chil-
dren belonging to the ferjeant.

~Our confinement was ftill continued
:w1th its former rigour and. circum-

G 2 fpeé’cxon,
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ip eétlon we wcre fcarcely allowed at
'ﬁrﬁ: o look out of our prifon, and,

for near three years fucceedmv thepeace .
our flavery fquered little or no relaxa- .-
tion. We¢ were not, in gcneral al-

Jowed to {tir, even on the moft pref-
ﬁng occaﬁons, without a fentry to ac-
company us; DO thould we at any

time during that perlod have been per-. -

mitted to walk about freely, 1f the of-

ficers who were entru{’ced thh the -

charge of us, and- refponﬁble for our
appearance, had not at times mdulged
us with with fome hberty, trufting, I

,fuppofe, to the 1mpoiﬁb1hty of our

gettmg away.
Qur - firft excurﬁon, after bcmo re-

pofted in the manner - already mentxoned‘ '
- to the C/’Jﬂvlab battahons, was to a

{mall fort called Chmdmpattah ‘on.the
Bed:more road, ‘about twenty miles,

weftward of - Scnngapatam, where we

rcm’uncd m“&lvc during ﬁ\ months

and

y
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v'.md were then remanded to Seringapa-

tam.. During our ftay at Chindrapat- ‘

tah, Enfign Clark, who held no hmher
,ﬁation than one of us, exp1red in €ons

- fequence of a violent beating from oné -

of .the -fubadars, whofe cruelty he had
provoked by {ome retorting latiguage.

"~ Mr. Clark’s body turned entirely black

before he died, but no i'nqui‘ry was in-
ftituted in confcquence our lwes not
being of fufficient importance to caufe

an mveﬁmatxon. My, Ediman, the

midﬂnpmm, hkewxfe .quitted his mi-
ferable exiftence at this place, of A Na-
tural death indeed, but very prematurely
brought on. -

When we “returned to Seringapatath, -
we were transferred from the Chaylabs
to the Malabar Roman Catholic Clirif~
tians, confifting originally of about

" 40,000 unfortunate wretches, men, wo- -

men, and children, forced away from
the. Bedanore and Mangalore countries
G 3 in
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Tin 1784, and compelled to embmcc |
- Mahometifm, not, however, thhout .
exhibiting feveral -martyrs in fupport.
of a doctrine-with which they had no
farther dcquaintance than what con-.

fifted in counting a row of beads, and

performing genuflexions before a cru-

- - cified image. 'The corps, or battalion

of thefe wretches, to which I had been‘ .
pofted, was foon afterwards fent to -
Myfore, where it remained five months,

and then returned. ~ Thefe marches had

nothing in view-but to keep the unfor- \

tunate enflaved foldiers-(a name which
they, however, did not deferve) in em-

ploy, and. to break any combinations

whlch might have been formed.

TheF Enghﬂl peace concludedin 1 784, .
no fooner left Tlppoo at liberty, than,

his turbulent fpmt prefented as a con-
‘venient object for his rapacious ambi-
tion, the territories- of Mouberjung,

lymg qbout twcnty days _]ourney to the

nornhn
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4

- nporthward of béri*xcrapatam, and tri-
- butary to the nizam, Tippoo accord-
- ingly marched (the defire of conqueft
- being ‘a fufficient reafon with him for
* making. war) with an army, computed

to be one. hundred thoufand ftrong,

"againft Mouberjung’s capital, called af-.
ter the country Hydona, to which he
Jaid fiege after having fubjected the

frontiers, through which he {pread ter-
ror and devaftation. ~The nizam fent
a body of cavalry to the affiftance of -
Mouberjung, which induced Tippoo

to abandon the fiege; but he had al-

rcady it feems, 1mpreﬁed the latter
with fears too lively tobe erazed. The
coaft was thgrefgrc no fooner clear, be- -
fore Mouberjung decamped to Hydra-
bad with his family and jewels, which
had already {o narrowly efcaped falling
into the hands of the invader, leaving
him ‘to_take undifturbed poffeflion of .
the fort of Hydona, Wluch he totally -

- G 4 de-
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demolifhed, the- pettah -having been
plundered and nearly confumed by fire

in an affault prior to the 'a'r;i\_ra;l of the -
auxiliary troops, I colleted this in=

‘ formation from the Eu;opezms whom
Tlppoo had carried along with hl*n,
four of the l\flalabar Chrlihan batmhons
' h'wmg been employ red on this occaf 10n;
to which thirty of the “captive Euro-
peans were attacnﬁd -

As it was dlﬁ‘lcult, m an ene mys
country, to guard men- who had both.
courage and cunning fuﬁmlent to at~

tempt a flight, five of” the cmployed

4 Europeans found means to clude all the

c1rcumfpeéhon and VIgllance of their
obiewcra, and - fled to N'ouberjung
One of General Vatrhews s fervants

was amor‘gﬂ: thefe deferters. 'The ful= »
tan determined immedia t°ly to fend the -

rem:under Lack Ioad‘*d with chains, and
under a very i conﬁnement and
purfuant to hxs conﬁ’mt prac’t ce of

w re.ll.- -
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wreakmg his vengeance oh the whole
of us, thefe men no fooner arrived at
Seringapatam than we fhared their fate.

Amongft many other fevere punith-

ments which we underwent on this
occaﬁon, “without having been admitz
ted to a chance of fharing in the tran{-
g;efﬁon of thofe for whom we fuffered,
was that of reducing our late allowance

. to barely one feer. of very bad rice

daily, great part of which. we were.
obliged to difpofc of-folely to procure
fire-wood and falt for the reft,

Under’ the alarming apprehenfions
which this circumftance created, and

‘when we expected nothing lefs than

to be ecither maffacred on the {pot, or

diftributed among thofe hill forts from

which no unfortumte emle was ever
known to return; our &crrox received
additional force from the efcape of
two of our companions, who found
means to pafs the fentries in the night,

and
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and cfcaped, notwnhﬁdnjm(r the vi~
gilance of their guards, The grea ateft

difficulty, it muft be obferved, con- -
Cifted in getting out of prifon’ for the

mhabitants of Seringapatam had for
tany years been {o familiarized ta the

-  fight of Europeans in the {treets, that
httle obfrru&ion was .to be applchended -

- from the people, many of them being
our well-withers, Qur confinement be-
- came after this infinitely more ftrict,
and  almoft infupportably - opprefive.

The very g O’uards dreaded the charge of -

us, being pumfhed {éverely for every
one that efcaped and were confequently

_inftigated by fear as much as inclina- °
“tion to treat us harfhly. * In ten days,’

however, one of the fugmves being

‘ALIOU(Th(C back to Scrmmpqtam our .

£ tuations were  made Tefs irkfome.
Bo:h had been rctalfcn rc‘.r Tellicherry,
but one had availed himfelf of the
opportunity, when hg was drinking

1 o water
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Vvater out of the river, to knock down
the centinel tLat accompanied him, and

then pluncrcd into it and fwam away.

The unf ortunate fellow that was brought

, chk pzud for the natural privilege of

havmg made ufe of his legs with his
nofe and ears; a.ftcr whlch he was led
round the fort on a jack-afs with his
face to the tail, and condemned to la-
bouramong the native fmiths, who obli-

j«red hlm to blow the bellows for them.

No - account was ever received of the
other. Two of thofe Europeans whom *
Tlppoo employed as armourers alfo at-
tempted to efcape at this timié by f wim-
mmg over. the Coleroon ; but it hap-

pened unfortunately that a guard was - -

placed on the very ‘{pot where they
gamed the land, by which their defign
was " difcovered. : One of thefe men
had- formerly been a mldfhlpman and
'hed at Sermgapatam in Aucruft 1790.
In
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TIn this dreadful ftate of fufpenfe W ei

remamed during five months; when

Tippoo returned from the invafion 6f
Hydona. He had poffeffed himfelf on

that expedition, befides plurider, of a."

country cxtending about fifty or fixty
cofs beyond Copaul; and almboft as far
as the Kiftna, having, independent of the

greateft part of Hydona; taken Durbar

and other places from the Ma‘rirattas, all
of which he hcld in fubjetion until
the prefent war broke out. It was
*faid, that Tippoo alledged the Nizam’s
yefufal of his daﬁghter., and Mot 1bcr.
jung of his fifter, for his fon, as a
pretext fof the war. 'The propofal

had been rejected with contempt, the -

young \/Iy;orean being of too mean
an origin to afpire at mx\mtr his blood

with that which flowed “in veins of

{uch high defcent.

Soon
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Soon after the tyrant’s return we were
divided into three parties and difperfed ;

- one was fent to Bcdaﬁbm, another to
Chittledroog, which lies to the north-

ward of Seringapatam, not far from

Copaul, and the third, Ato; which I be-

longed, remained in the city. Thofe
that went away were in irons; we that
were referved were at firft pofted to a

- battalion of Coorikies, a people lymg“
in the woods, whom Tippoo. had

enflaved; but in confequence of the
frequent complaints and unfavourable
reprefentations which our black officers
made of aur condu&, we were fubdi-
vided anew into ‘four parties, one of
which remained with the Coorzhies,
another was pofted to a battalion of
Mzplas, and the other two incorporated
with the Malabar Chriftians. It was
thought, not without fome reafon, that
the fewer of us were together the more

~ tractable we fhould be. As we had

2 . often
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.- ofteri experienced  th: vamty of €X4

pecting any other redrefs” for the i -
ufage and injuries of our commanders; s

than what we could procure for our-
felves, fo, ‘whenever twelve or fif=
teen of -us were together, and they
- grew too mto]er’xbk, we ufed to beat
the whole battalion; guards and “all,

out of the fquare, and make terms

before we cealed hoftilities. - I have
frequently known thefe &éffe@s of mere
defpair take place, and the officers,
afhamed of their own puﬁlhmmlty,
would not make thefe little mutinies
known, but they took care, in gene-
ral, to be even with us, ‘and charged
us with {fome other offence, of which
~ we had never perhaps thought. |
Our allowance, whxch fince the peace
' had been. feven rupees per month, un-
lefs when in difgrace, was at this time
 reduced to {ix rupees in forty five days;
which is the term of Tippoo’s mili-
' tary

LR
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. tary month, according to- whxch he

- pays his troops : this paltry ftipend

was, however, irregularly paid, and

- never at a thorter period than fifty days,
frequently a longer period, which was

a {mall addition to the ’month of the -
paymafter’ s contrivance, as it reduced

‘us to extreme diftrefs at times, and the

neceflity of borrowing the money from-

‘him which was ‘actually - due to us:
this {cheme was {o much to his liking,
- that he frequently. kept us in long ar-

rears on pretence of being without mo-
ney, in order to oblige us to have re-
courfe to his aid, which he afforded in
confideration of a deduction of one-half

in advancing what it was his duty to

have 'paid lo_ng' before. I fhall here
mention a {pecies of unkingly chi-

_ canery, by which Tippoo himfelf ma-

‘nages to cheat his troops out of great

part of their pay. He keeps them
threc or fOUl months in arrears, or
' until
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until they begin to be very much difs
trefled for moncy ; and then allows his -
treafurer, or fome other perfon, with his -

money, to make them advances at, a
very exorbitant difcount till the pay is
iffued, which generally takes placé foon
afterWards and the proﬁts of this po-
Litical

-bound always to receive one-fourth of

their - pay in grain, which gencrally -

confifts of what has been damaged as
ftores, and which the fepoys are obliged
to throw away, and that the treafurer,
- or pay-jobber, probably expecs or ex-
acts fomething for himfelf over and
above ‘what goes into the fultan’s cof-
fers, we may naturally conclude, that

the anmy is neither well paid, nor
and that nothing but .

well {atisfed,
fear; want of unanimity and bold
leaders, not to omit the unqucﬁionabl»d
vigilance and abilities of the tyrant,

' pre-

robbery accrues to hunfelf :
When we now reﬂe& that they are. -
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prevents them from - revolting. I am
confident, from what I have feen, that
he will {fome time or other feel the ill -

effeés of their difcontent.

In confequence of what has been
faid, we found ourfelves fo much dif-
trefled at 'one time for the moft indif-
penfable neceflaries of life, that our
party ventured on a ftep, for the fake
of procuring - temporary relief, which
expofed the whole to the imminent
danger of a moft ignominious death.
It was fuggefted to fome ong of the
ingenious and bold prifoners, at the
time of the Moherrum, to fteal out of
prifon in the night, and when riot and -
intoxication had lulled the pious Muf-
fulmen to reft, to rob the temples of
the little filver hands which are offered
during the fefrival by the munificent
bigots, and then to rc-enter the prifon
in the fame clandeftine manner. We
were all privy to this daring enterprize,

H and
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and were all to {hare eqml in the be-
nefit of its fuccefs; great precautlon
was therefore taken to avoid difcovery,
and to affift the refolute undertaker in
effecting his purpofe unobferved. I
confefs that I was not lefs rejoiced than
aftonithed at his good fortune when I

faw him return before day, not only

undifcovered, but furnithed with a
dozen of the filver relicks which he
had fafely . purloined. We melted
down the filver with all imaginable fe-
crecy, and fold it fome time afterwards,
which afforded a very {eafonable relief.
We had, however, never afterwards,
‘even when lefs vigilantly watched, an

opportunity of repeating this theft, the-

fuccefs of which I never fufficiently
could admire, as mere defpair ha.d in-
fpired the attempt. - ‘

In the year 1788, fix of Tlppoo s
chiefs and a bramin were hanged at Se-
ringapatam for being fufpected of car-

rying
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tying on a' treacherous cofrefpondénée
with the Englith. A letter to Lieute-
nant Rutledge had bcen found on the
bramin, and mterpreted by Serjeant
Dempfter, who has fince informed me
that it was fimply a letter from the
gentleman’s mother, or fome other re-
lation, which the bramin, who came
from the Carnatic, had engaged to de-
liver, but that it was accompanied by
a fhort note from one of Lieutenant
Rutledge’s friends, lameniing that he
was no longer able, from want of op-
portunities, to write to himas formerly.
This note produced all the mifchief, for
it betrayed a prior correfpondence,
which was fufficient to roufe diftruft-
and ﬁxfpiciod in the jealous mind of
Tippoo. Lieutenant Rutledge was, in
confequence of this difcovery, loaded
with fetters, and fent to Nundldroog,
a hxgh and {carped rock, where he ‘was
confined on the very fummit underalittle

H 2 ‘ c/:rop-
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chopper or thed, raifed for the purpofe,

and only allowed about the {pace of-

ten yards to move in, with three
quarters of a feer of raggy and a few
chillics to fubfift on. In this dreadful
fituation hie {pun out a miferable exif-
tence nearly two years, when he was

fhot en the rock, for’ contriving to-

tranfmit a written requeft to borrow

four fanams of the prifoners at Serin- -

gapatam. 'This unfortunate gentleman
has left a fon behind him in Tippoo’s
dominions. T learnt the particulars of
Licutenant Rutledge’s death from a far-
rier who had been confined on the fame
rock, but removed to Seringapatam in

confequence of the indifpofition of one -

of Tippoo’s favourite Arabian horfes,
and is the only perfon, I have been in-
formed, that was ever known to re-
turn from any of thefe forts, He de-
clared, that he had been hoifted up
to the top blind-folded, that there is

. ' but

=18y

el el

Lt
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but onc narrow path down, which he
perceived completely lined with {entries,
and that a fort guarded the afcent fome
diftance below the {fummit. No perfon,

- he added, except their guards, could, or

wer¢ allowed to appreach the pri--
foners. We were, as ufual, all of us

involved in Lieutenant Rutledge’s dif-
after on the difcovery of the letter, and

punifthed with clofe confinement and
the lofs of our allowance for two
months, during which time we lived
on charity, and learnt to fubfift feveral
days without food.

An European, named White, hn ing
cfcapcd from Bangalore the firlt year
after the peace, for the fecond time,
feven other European prifoners, alfo
confined at that place, were, onaccount
of this circumftance, put.in irons and
fent to Sunderdroog, a fort to the north-
caft of Seringapatam, and about tw wenty
miles to the wef’tward‘ Of- errzﬂo;c\
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Thefe unfortunate men continued under
a very {evere arreft on one {eer of raggy

and half a picé per day for themfelves

and families, (women and children

that ‘were taken with them) until the
year 1789, when, after fuffering during
four years all the rigour of flavery, fet-
ters, and hunger, they- were finally

dragged into the woods and hanged, -

Their women were afterwards brought
to Seringapatam, and related the de-
plorable cataftrophe of their mafters—
Nothing could be more thocking, more
inhuman, and more bafe, than to pre#
ferve a tormenting exiftence to innocent
men feveral years, for the fole purpofe
of murdering them at laft.

I was never able to dxfcpver when or

‘in what manner _the above-mentioned

White got into T’ ippoo’s fervice, but he

was there when the war began, and
tho’ a Briton, he ftrained every nerve to
injure and diftrefs the Englifh captives,

1 ‘ Through
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“Through his treachery it was difcovered,

that the captive officers had contrived

to carry on {ome contraband tranfac-

tions, which fubjected them to ex-

aminations and reftraints they never
" could account for, and might have en-

dangéred their exiftence, had any dif-
coverics been made, as the tyrant wanted
very little pretext for murdering ‘men
who were obnoxious to him. He ori-

- ginally perfuaded Tippoo to retain {uch

of the prifoners as were mechanics,
and pomtcd out thofe whom he judged
fit objets for this purpofe. . Many,
therefore, are.indebted to him and his
diabolical exertions for the perpetual
lofs of liberty, and finally of their
lives. 'Tippoo was latterly much pre-
judiced againft this man, and would
certajnly, in {fome degree, have beftowed
on him the fate he deferved, by hang-
ing him, had he not faved himfelf by
flfrht for he had played his patron

H 4 {cve-
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feveral pxovokm(r tucks, particulayl ¥
pretending  {kill “in cﬁ’an(T cannon ;
for when Tlppoo had expended a great
deal of money on a foundry und the
neceflary requifites, he manifefted his
1gnorance in {poiling all the metal : Tam
happy to find this mifcreant is nowa pri-
{oner at Madras. T he vexations refult-

_ ing from White’s ﬁllpldlt} were ampI) .
-compenfated, however, thortly after,

by thc arrival of . thirty artifts from
France, fent out by the court of Ver-
failles with a view to inftruct "Tippoo’s
fubje&s in manufa&ures, and aiding
this Afiatic ally of France with me-
chanical knowledge, which as yet has
made {low progrefs in his own domi-

nions, as well “as every other part of

‘India.  They were, no doubt, an
earneft of the ﬁipuhted fupport and
affiftance in the projected war with
us, ofgvhxcn he has fince been fo juitly
difappointed.  Two men of cach pro-
' feflion,
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feflion, or trade, were fent out, and
confifted chicily of fuch as were not -

‘to be found amongft his-own fubjects,

namely, founders, glafs-blowers, watch-
makers, armourers, broad-cloth weav-

ers, &ec. amongft the reft five fugar

bakers, a doctor, and a leI“TCO’l-—I bc-
lieve thefe people arrived w1t‘1 the am-
baffadors.

In the beginning of 1789, fix men,

-whom we had not heard of before,

were brought from Chittledroog to
Sermgamtam this fufficiently evinces,

“that many more Europeans than whatare

fufpected are concealed in Tippoo’s do-
minions, Thefe men were, foon after
their arrival, carried out of the fort in
irons into a wood near the ifland, where
they were hanged. They had belonged
to the Bedanore garrifon which capi-
tulated : what mduced the barbarous
conqueror to murder thefe men in cold
blood I never was able to difcover.

~ Soon
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Soon after Tippoo again collected

his forces, amounting, if report may

be credited, tv above 100,000 ; it is

difficult, - however, to afcertain the real

‘number of an Indian army, which is .
always magnified very much beyond

its reality ; it weuld feem that a Jack,

- or 100,000, when applied to anarmy,.
has a very unlimited meaning, and fig- -

nifics nothing more than a pretty large
body ; for having fo freq‘uently known
the term applied to lefs than half the
number, and fcarcely ever heard of an

Indian army of any note which was

not exaggerated, I conclude it to be no
more than a figure by which the relator

‘means to convey his alarms : it muit, ,

otwithftanding, be confefied, that a
" great body of troops were collected,
and that eight battalions of Chaylabs
accompanied thém.  Tippoo marched
down the Gauts as. foon as the army

' was
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was equipped, without divulging his

intentions.

We heard nothiﬁg of - this new ex-
pedition, or Tippoo’s movements, for
a confiderable time; when, at laf}, or-

- ders were received at the capital to

prepare for the nuptials of his fon, a

~ ftout -boy about {eventeen years of age,

who was now to efpoufe the daughter
of the Queen of Camnanore, fince the
Nizam had difdainfully rejeGed him
for a fon-in-law ; orders were alfo re-
ccived at the fame time to arrange
matters preparatory to the father’s in-
auguration, as ‘¢ Sultaun of ihe Fafl,”
the title which he in future intended to
affume, and in which quality he me-
ditated nothing lefs than the fubjeion
of all India. He likewife iffued a
‘proclamation, prohibiting all marriages
in the kingdom of Myfore until fuch
time as the wedding of his fon fhould
take place, being determined to cele- -

 brate
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brate that day by the confummation of
25,000 marriages at his own charge.
To be ignorant of every other feature
in the charaQer of this extraordinary
man, and to be informed of this cir-
cumftance alone, would certainly in-
{pirea high opinion of his'munificence,

Tiberality, and philanthropy, but the .
moment we are told that he tarnithed

all the glory which accompanied fuch a
fplendid act, by a piece of contempti~
ble, fanatical, and tyrannical defpotifm,
compelling 160,000 of his defencelefs
" Hindoo fubjects to embrace Mahome-
tifm on the fame day, our admiration
changes into merited deteftation,

It is his conftant and favourite prac-

tice to infult and perfecute the Hindoos
on the {core of religion: he has de-
molithed many of their temples and

fanctified places of worthip, particu-

larly a much-revered pagoda ncar the
bazar of Seringapatam, where e found,
1t
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it is afferted, 150,000 coined pagodas,
buried under’ the ftone ocut of which
the oval was hewn. He frequently
orders calves to be brought before the

~doors of their temples, and fheds the

facred blood under the very nofe of the
offended deity. Such as are acquainted
with the enthufiaftic attachment of the
Hindoos to their ancient religion and
its rites, and their veneration for both,

‘will guefs at the extreme horror with

which fuch frightful facrileges muft fill
them, and will eafily be perfuaded that
Tippoo, as I have once obferved, is

' detefted by the majority of his fubjc&s,

and will only afcribe their patience and
{ubmiflion to the known indolence and
abjedt tamencfls of the Indians; whoare
awed by the vaft armies he has hitherto

~contrived to muintain, and’the known

feverity with which be ever punithes
the bare appearance of defection.

His

L
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His orders for the folemnization of
the marriage created a general buitle
and tumult throughout the city ; every
individual that could perform any thing
curious or clever was employed, "not
only. on their new f{ultan’s account, but'

all fuch as propofed difplaying - their

. adulation, and court their fovereign by
magnificent prefents on the occafion, -

and fuch alfo as hoped, by a difguifed
bribe, to infinuate themf{elves into fa~
vour, and -pave the road to future pre-
ferment. The palace of old Hyder
was demolifhed, and in the rear of it
was begun a more extenfive and mag-
nificent one of a triangular form, and

fronting a famous pagoda in the center .

of the fort: in this the proud Myfo-
rean propofed to be inaugurated. Hav-

ing been prefented by the court of

France with four large and curious
cryftal pedeflals, thefe were to fupport
his
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his throne. ‘This royal feat was to be
fuperbly decorated, and built by Euro-
peans ; but neither the palace nor the
throne were finithed when I left Serin-

“gapatam. The prefent war feems to
[

have retarded thefe defigns, and the
intelligence of Tippoo’s repulfe at the
Travancore lines put a total ftop to

the immenfe preparations which for a

time had engrofied the whole attention
of the capital ; the wall that furrounded
the area of the new palace was alone
fuffered to be finithed ; it is one
mile in circumference, with a large
gate on cach fide, the principal and
grandeft of which faces the above-men-
tioned pagoda. It is very uncertain
when the fplendid edifice itfelf will be
finithed, as all farther thoughts about
it are fufpendcd? and will not be re-

- {umed until the prefent war is ter-

minated, on the iffic of which Tip-
poo’s future glory and fate feem to

hang.
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hing. So fenfible and convinced was
he of the df*ciﬁvc confequences of a

war rafhly unde ertaken with refpe& to

himfelf and his ambitious projecs, that
he no fooner difcovered the expected
and {ftipulated 2ids from France would
fail, and the exertions of his enemics
fo' much exceed what he had believed,

than he ferioufly repented his wanton

breach of treaty, not from principles

of good faith or juftice, but from ap- '

prehenfion of its effeéts to his own

intereft : it is to be hoped, that he will

never again remain in a ftate to dlhum
the tranthty of India.

The lofs of his great feal, turban,
and palanquin, captured in the before-

mentioned repulfc, together with feve-

‘ral valuable jewels, and the narrow
efcape of his own perfon, had a very
ditheartening tendency upon his crea=
tures in the capital, and gave rife to
very ignominious interpretations from

the
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the difcontented. It was allowed that
he would certainly have fallen into his

-enemies hands if a mean difguife had

not protected him ; the very bearers

~‘of his palanquin were cut down fome

moments’ after he had deferted it; he
was attempting to {urprize a defended
ditch.at fome diftance from the Tra-
vancore lines, when this unexpected
fally was made, and had nearly put a

- period to his career.

Tippoo having thoucrht proper to

f{ubflitute another 1nfcr1pt10n on his

new fignet, this circumftance gave frefh
alarms at Seringapatam, and many took
it for granted the tyrant had been cither
killed or dethroned, and the fupreme
authority affumed by fome other per-
fon'; but the general anxiety diffipated
whcn a new ftate palanquin was dif-
patched with great pomp, to be the
fumptuous and future vehicle of an up-
ftart {ultan. ‘

‘ r When
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When he had carried the long-dlfq_

puted point againft Travancore, which

~ took'up about twice the time he had con- -

je@tured, he reurned to his capital, and

was received with all the {plendour of

a conqueror; triumphal arches filled

the ftreets through which he pafled,

~and the decorations which had been -
originally deftined to grace thenuptials

of his fon, were difplayed on this oc-
cafion. On his arrival he proceeded
direétly to his father’s tomb, where he
ipent the whole day in folemn prayers.
He entered the fort at mght through a
yoad brilliantly illuminated. :
On his return from this expedition,
he brought a number of dxﬁferent forts

of guns, and a lqrge quantlty of fheet .
~copper, of )Vhlch he had ftripped the_

domes of the Romm Catholic churches
on the Malabar coaft; with hkewxfe
3000 of the captured Travancorians
and. the families of about 300 of the

Cochm

{ea.
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Cochin people, whom he had been
cruel .enough to feize, and after tying
them in pairs, drove ‘them into the

Tippoo now thought.very ferioufly
about new-modelling and muftering his
troops : that he placed no remarkable’

‘confidence in their loyalty and faith was

evident from the precautions he took
to prevent mutiny and revolt, . Heart-

- fully put fuch men together as were

moft likely never to join in any general
difaffection from mutual averfion and
diftruft of each other; by ‘which means
all his corps were compefed of diffe-

rent cafts, nations, and religions, that

bore a natural antipathy, and fometimes .

an avowed enrmty, to each other: this
mloht mdeed m fome meafure, remedy
one evil, but fowed the feeds of ano-
ther that of dlfunlon in their efforts,
when it mlght be hlghly neceﬂ'ary that.
their j JOlnt exertions thould combine in

-Ia the
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the accomplifhment of ‘the fame ob-
ject. He augmented his Chaylah bat-

talions from- e‘ght to thirty, obferving

the fame mode with refpet to embo-
dying them, as with the regulars, -which
indeed may appear more reafonablc to
{uch as have no knowledge of the dif-

pofition of his ftanding army, a cir-.

cumftance which Tippoo is perfc&ly
well acquainted with,

The artillery did not efcape his no-
tice; his arfenal was well fupplied with
warlike ftores, and every preparation
in his power was made for a war ; the
Englifh prifoners were ordered into the
fort again, and thelr capturer, at one
of the reviews, obferving amongft

the Chaylabs fome prifoners that were

fhaved, he remarked to one of his

courtiers: ¢ Thefe men, I fee, have-

¢« difcovered a new Bible and creed at
¢ Jaft,” meaning the Koran and Ma-
homedan dotrine. When he had in-

’ . {pected
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ipected every thing in perfon, carried-
reform into every department, and pro-.

“ vided againft deficiencies and abufes, .

he at laft iffued orders for a fecond

campaign, and took the field.

It ‘was originally faid that he meant
to go to the northward, and lead his
army againft the troops of Mouberjung
and"Captain Read’s detachment, which
had not been then joined by Perfuram

_ Bhow, but the mtelhgence of General.
" Meadows’s approach to the Gauts, and.

the capture of Coimbatore, an event
totally unexpected, produced a change
in his determination. He immediately
croffed the Cavery, and fixed his camp
to the fouthward of Seringapatam.
It was not, however, until they received
the intelligence from an European taken
prifoner at Caroor, where he had been
ftraggling  whilft intoxicated, and
brouvht to Seungapamm, that the Eu-
ropean prifoners heard for certain of

13 war
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wat hdving actually broke out betwixt

"Tippoo and the Englith.

Before he took the field a fecond' '

time, he ordered three Europeans, and

a number of native prifoners, who had

been in his father’s and his own pof-
feflion a confiderabletime, among whom

were {everal native officers, a Nayar
rajah, and a commandant on the Bom-

bay eftablithment taken in Bedanore,

to be fent to Nundydroog and other  ' ‘

hill forts, where I conjecture they have
fince been murdered, as that is the
ufual fate of all thofe who are doomed
to thefe places. The farrier already
mentioned, whofe life had been {pared
~in compliment to one of Tippoo’s
horfes, was of ‘the number. He
alfo fent back from his camp an
European corps in which he placed no
confidence, being commanded by onc
Maclean, who had been a ferjeant in

- ' his
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E}tirs ,Majeﬁy’S' fervice, but deferted

- from the garrifon of Mangalore when
‘it ‘was under the command of Major

Campbell
- This corps confifted of nothmcr but

- vagabonds and deferters, chiefly Por-

tuguefe, French, Dutch, and Danes.
It had been difarmed and difgraced
durmo TIPPOO s firlt abfence, being
fufpe&ed cand very juftly; I be=~

lieve, of having encouraged and pro-

mifed aid to the different Chaylah
corps, who intended to rebel during the
abfence of the army, and emancipate
themfelves ; thé accomplifhment of
which -plan nothmg could have pre--
vented; had they not deliberated
till it got vent, and were deprived of
their arms and: fecured, as well as
all who were fufpedted of abetting
and- forwarding their proje¢t. Tippoo,
it is true, had re-armed Maclean’s

I4 corps,
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corps, but fo humble was his opinion

of their loyalty and brzukefy, that he

judged it very unadvifeable to oppofe

them to the troops of an European
“power, fo that they ftill remained in-
active at Seringapatam when I left it.

Ti ippoo is naturally of a fufpxcxous’
~temper, which the knowledge of his

being unpopular increafes. .The Eu-
ropeans are peculiarly, and without ex-
ception, the objects as well of his de-
teftation as diftruft, fo much fo, that I
may fafely dﬂ'ert, there is not .at this
moment a fi norle regiment in his
{orvice commanded by an European
officer, nor did he ever fuffer Lally’s

m} to multiply fufficiently to be able

to give him uneafinefs. I donot think -
that Lally, at any one time fince Hy-

der’s death, has had more than be-
tween one and two thoufand men under
his command, and thofe were difci-

plined
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plined and paid by himfelf ; he has had
latterly. very few Europcans; not morc
than 150 on a large computation.

It was in the beginning of Septem-
ber 1790 that TIPPOO dlrcc‘ted his
fteps towards the Gauts ; but no foonér
had he publithed his intention of facing

~ General Meadows,. before an univerfal

difcontent and fear, which manifefted
itfelf in loud murmurs, pervaded all
ranks at Seringapatam, and it was re-
ported that the army was not better
fatisfied.  Thofe who . remained in
the city were far from repofing that
confidence in his army which the ty-
rant flattered himfelf they would, and
could not diveft thcmfdvu of the ap-
prehenfion of an Englith fiege, with
the confequences of falliLg into the
hands of an enemy that had fuch ample
and juft. caufe for vengeance. ‘The
army again dreaded an attack in de-
{cending the Gauts, which they alrcady

con-
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i(fo'ncluded‘were in General Meadows’s

pofleflion, and confequently judged 1t;

‘impoflible to efcape a total defeat: "~

Tippoo received the firft intelligence
of Colonel Floyd’s fituation and ftrength
by two European deferters from the
grand army, and haftened to intercept

him, in the full perfuaﬁon of com-
mencing this war with a fecond Con= -
jeveram bufinefs. That this depended =

much upon the crifis of that day cans:

not be denied, and that the bravery and.

exertions of the troops who refifted
fuch fuperior force is as meritorious
as it was important, will never be dif=

puted. The lofs which Tippoo fuf=

rained in this attempt was induftrioufly
concealed, but it certainly was confi-
derable, it being whiipered at Seringa-

patam to excecd greatly in number the )

whole force that oppofed it, notwith-
ftanding the exaggerated and difcredited
accounts which Tippoo tranfmitted of

his
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Tiis boafted victory, The-carlict intel-
ligence of the engagement was accom-
p:inied by the remains of five of Tip-
poo s principal officers, who had fallen -
in the a&tion. .
Nothing, I am wcll convihced, pre-
vents many of his diffatisfied fub-

jelts from deferting at this prefent time,

but the certain death or vaffalage to
which they would expofe their wives
and families, whom Tippoo always
fecures before he raifes a petfon to any
place or office of truft, as hoftages for
his fidelity and good conduct.

.Even the very favourable reprefenta-
tion of the rencounter with Colonel
Floyd could not entirely banifh the
terror of a blockade from the Myfo-
rean capital. Tippoo’s obftinate dif-
pofition was no fecret to his-{ubjects,
and the horrors of a fiege, together with
the exceffes a large army conﬁned to
the limits of the ifland would commit,

pre«
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prefented tnem{clves in lively colours
to the citizens, fome of whom had
beheld the fcene once before, not

to revive their alarms, and threaten:

them with the profpe& of perifhing;
if no otherwife, by famine.

The late progrefs of the army be-
yohd the Gauts, &c. has, no doubt, in
part realifed the fears of the Myf{oreans,
whofe fituation muft be diftrefiing ; and
1 thould not in the leaft be aftonithed,

if the accumulation- of their burdens
and wants became (which cannot be

very remote) {o intclerably oppreflive,
that they pofitively refufe to fubmit to
the tyrant, and furrender the mpital~ 1
am mdurcd to form this conjecture
from what I remarked when our forces
were at a great diftance, and ‘when
- fo many obﬁaclcs and impediments
might ftll be ‘thrown in their way.
Tippoo then frequently found it ne-
ceffary to put fuch perfons clandeftinely

I o to

ey
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to death as thewed their diffatisfadion
and diftruft too openly, that they might
not {pread the contagion. :

Tippoo had engaged Colonel Floyd
with nearly the whole of his numerous
and new ly—rccrmted army ; he had em-
ployed all his art and a.du refs to mag-
nify the advantages of a very fruitlefs

and inglorious attempt; but when he
difcovered -that the real flate of the af-
fair was not to be difguifed, thongh
few were hardy enough boldiy to avow
the truth, he ungenerouily refolved to
avenge. himfelf on the unfortunate pri-

- {oners for his mifcarriage, and hoped,

by facrificing them, to appeafe in fome
meafure the friends of the flaughtered
firdars. Purfuant to this refolutxon, he
ordered all the captives that were with
the Chaylabs, befides fix of the moft
refractory tradefinen, to be “put in
irons and conducted to the hills, pre-
paratory, as was intimated to us.by

our
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-our guards, to our being offered up as
victims to the manes of the deccafed.
. Two days before this removal took

place, I had hid myfclf in one of the

cavaliers of the fort, terriﬁcd at the
idea of vifiting the hill forts ; but

,being much mehed by hunger, and"

reflecting that my abfence might ‘ac-

celerate whatever mifchief was deftined
for thofe companions with uhom I

had been a fellow-{ufferer for fo many
years, I could not periuad» mylelf to
abandon or expofe them to dddxtlonal
danger merely on my own account, I
therefore delivered myfelf up on thé
~day we marched, determined to méeé

whatever fate awaited me, Nothing

but the remorfe wh;ch I felt at enmlmg
on the other captives the certain refent-

‘ment of a barbarian, whofe implaca<

ble difpofition was well known, pre-
vented me and many others, I be-
lieve, from trying with more eagernefs

.~ than
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than we had done to efcape, hoping
conftantly that fome fortunate moment,
or unforefcen change, would one day

“or other effect the releafe of the whole

of us at once’; nor was it eafy to refift

‘the earneft prayers, entreaties, defpon-

dence, and fometimes cven threats of
our .wretched brethren in affliction,

from whom it was difficult, and al-

moft impracticable, to conceal any
fuch defign; to. this, in a great mea-
fure, may be attributed the very few

‘defertions that took place. Tippoo,

without doubt, knew too well that no-
thing  was more hkcly to fecure his

prifoners, than the anxiety they took

for the fafety of each other, a bond -
more binding than any fetters he could

fix upon them. In the year 1787,
five men befides myfelf “had atually

refolved to truft our lives in a boat on
the Coleroon, and let the current carty
us where it would, though we had been

in-_
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informed that a cataradt on the route

‘rendered this rentcrp‘rize exfremelv ha-
zardous ; but we were certain it w rould
carry  us from Semmapatam, and
nothing which could befal us at fter-

wards 'mpearud h‘xif fo dreadful as re~

maining in flavery there. We had
,nearly conftructed abafket-boat for our
purpofe, made of bamboos, which we

got ready fpiit from the e Dhomwallasy

or bafket-makers, and had fecured lea-
ther to cover it with. An old unin-

habited houfe ferved to hide our mate-.

rials and machine in; the fplit bam-
boos were concealed under the thatched
-roof, fo as not to be immediately dif-

covcred by any perfon looking acci-

‘dentally into the houfe. 'T he boat 1ticlf
was buried in a large hole in the ground.
Two of us ufed to fteal away foran hour
or two in the night, and work by tum¢
whenever we found it practicable. Is
came,

t
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came, however, to the khowledge of
the reft, and alarmed them fo much,
that we yielded to their fupplications,
and abandoned  the projedt, as it was -

‘ 1mpoﬂible to build, or even procure,

boats to convey the whole of ‘us at one
tnp

K CHAP
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% CHAP IV.

Déferiftion of Seringapatam—the pri-

Joners leave that place and are [ent to

Outradoog—after various difficulties.

they effect their efcape—the author

lofes. bis companiomr : :

BEFORE I proceed farther; I will

give the reader as accurate a de-~
feription of the capital as my informa-
tion and capacity will admit:

The prefent capital of ‘the kingdom
of Myfore is. Gtuated on an ifland of |
the Cavery called Séringapatam, about

four miles in length and nearly two in
breadth ; it has two bridges thrown
over the Cavery, one to the northward,
nd- the other in the oppofite point;
the former.is defended by a ftrong bat-

tery
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tery mounting twenty-three guns, (fix,

~ eighteen, and twenty-four pounders)
placed a very little to the eaftward of

the bridge, and a double battery mount-
ing fix guns in-each row at the very
foot of ‘it; the latter is defended by a
battery of feven iron twelve-pounders.

~ “There are alfo three fords in the river,

the principal of which lies north-caft
of the ifland, within half a mile of the

‘northern extremity ; another oppofite

to” the north-eaft corner of the fort,

defended by thirteen guns, and planted

on 'a\'c_avalier which ftands five or:fix
paces in the rear of the battery guarding
the {fouth bridge; :and the third is near
the ‘center of the ifland, more thana
mile below th]'e' fort. 'The fortrefs is a
{quare, the fouth-eaft fide of which 1s
beflt defended, having"’ three cavaliers

~niounting four guns each on the outer-

works, and two more of . three guns
each on the upper works, -with three
K2 » re-
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redoubts of fix or feven guns each, car-
" ried out on the glacis..- T he fouth-
welt fide, on the contrary, is the weakeft

part of the fort, as the river is very

fhallow at that place - juft oppofite to

the water gate and a pagoda which is

built in the river. 'The north is de-

fended by three cavaliers mounting four
guns ¢ach, (twelve and: nine-pounders)
with fix ‘or feven' flanking batteries,
mounting - each four - nine-pounders.

The twenty-three gun battery ftands
likewifc on this fide, ‘and the fouth

fide is defended by three other cavaliers
mounting three fix-pounders each, and

feven -more ﬂzinkin‘g,batterie’ér of three

or -four {mall gunskach, befides four-

tecn guns over the -great gate, one eight

and the reft fix-pounders.’ ;
The fort has three p}iricipal gates,
one north, the other  fouth-eaft, and
the third fouth, befides three water-
gagés,’ two to the northward, and one
©to

JAMES BRISTOW. . 133

#s the fouth-weft, immediately oppofite
to the pagoda in the river. The north
ditch runs out of the river, and joins
it again below the feven-gun battery
to the north-eaft; there are two dry
trenches to the fouth-eaft and the fouth ;

- the river is very deep from the bridge
_ as far as the pagoda. | ‘
~ Tippoo has-a:granary in the fort at

the end of the.king of “Myfore’s pa-
Tace, which contains all {orts: of grain
produced in the country, “confift-
ing chiefly of rice and. raggy, with
ghee,* oil, fugar; and f{pices of dif-

_ ferent kinds. :

There are two gardens on the ifland
full of large trees, one is furrounded
by a mud wall, and called Dowlat
Durgab, and the other is the burial

~ place of the late Hyder Ally, and is

called Lo//-Baug, thefe, with two

* Butter made from buffaloe’s milk.

K 3 avenues
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avenues leadmg from the fort to the

latter, contain the only trees that are

to be found on the whole ifland. Tip-
poo cut down laft year a foreft of
beetle-nut trees, which ftood to. the
eaftward of the fouthbridge. Oppofite

to the fort, at the diftance of about _
half a mile, ftands another foreft, where -

Tippoo is erecting a. powder manu-
- fa&ory, *with. mills upon ‘European
principles, and where he has a foundry
for cafting cannon, conftructed by one
of the mechanics lately arrived from
" France, all of whom, excepting the
do€tor and the furgeon, refide at the
- place, which gave it the name of the
French Colony. ' .

- About three quarters of a mile from

the fouth bridge, in the {ame dire&tion,
is a nullah, or branch of the Cavery,
with a bridge thrown acrofs it, which
leads to Myfore the ancient capital ;

the nullah ‘rifes out of the river about

-~

2 , half
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half a mile above the ifland, and runs
in the fame direction as the river till .
it joins it again a little below the fort,
encompaffing a long flip of land, and
forrmncr a fecond ifland ; a trench is

: camed qulte acrofs the ifland of Serin-

gapatam, but from the north avenue
to the river it is covered, all the reft is’
open with only one bridge overit. The
country on the north fide, clofe to the

- Tiver, is paddy, or rice land, interfe@ed

by a number of fmall nullahs ; from
the fouth bridge, as far as the cxtfe:
mu*y of the ifland, it is all the fame ;
the reft of the 1ﬂand is pafture Iand
A little to the eaftward of the fouth
bridge is a confiderable ﬁlk manufaca
tory. The pettah of Sermorapatam is
near the center of the 1ﬂzmd of a
fquare form, about half a mile broad,
withvery regularand comrﬁgdioﬁé ﬁreeté
at right angles, - |

K 4 Hav-
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Having thus gi#é’n fome idéa of a
place which will be better Known after -
-the ‘prefent war, I ﬂlall profecute my -

own adventures.

On the 22d of September 1790 IF

finally- lef; Scrmgapatgm. Tippoo had

no foo’ner’ 'marchéd us out of the fort,- -

than we -were divided into three par-
ties -and feparqted It . is needlefs to

fay, that “our p"trtmg was truly affe¢t-

ing; we "took leave of one another, as

for the laft tlmc, like men that were
to undergo certain death, after fpendmg
ten years of forrow together, and en-
deared to each -other by mutual fuf*er—
ings:: the human heart, under fuch cir-

cumfarices, is always ‘moft fufceptible -
of friendthip. Each man reccived on-

“this" moumful occaﬁon, three feers of
rice and three pice, which was the laft
fubfi ﬂence I ever had from thc tyrant

Eov

R eas - . ‘ At

JAMES BRISTOW. ¥37

At the time that we were taken out
of the fort, twelve deferters from Tel-
lichery were brought in, but it is not
in my power to give any farther ac-
count of them.” During my imprifon-’

‘ment frequent defertions from the gar-

rifon occurred. Prior to my leaving
the Cify, a Captain Bee and four Eu-
ropeaﬁs, amongft whom was another
captain, whofe name I have forgot,

pafled by the place 5 I fpoke to them,

and “was informed, that they had been -
fent for by Tippoo, but for what pur-
pofe they did not know: the whole
made a very miferable appearance.

One of our parties was detached the
fame day to Narandroog, the rock fo

 fatal to Licutenant Rutledge, which is

not above fourteen miles to the north-

‘ward of Seringapatam, but intercepted

by a range of hills; one to Sundra-
droog, another high rock about fixty
miles north-eaft of Seringapatam ; and

the
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~ thelaft, to which I belonged, to Outra-

droog, alfo a very high and fteep rock,
nearly fifty miles north-eaft of the ca-
pital. ‘ S
1 was five days on the road to this
place, and when within a few miles
of it, our guards, for what reafon I
cannot tell, were augmented to almoft

double their original number : they .
condu@ed us to the foot of the rock,

where we entered a narrow and very
freep path cut through a thick fo-
reft. "We all fuffered dreadfully in tra-
velling bare-footed up this rough and
difficult afcent, being very much hur-
ried, notwithftanding the weight and
incumbrance of our irons. There arc
two or three forts on this rock, one
above the other, and at the fummit is

a kind of battery. Some Malabar iron

guns joined with hoops,- and-two old
Englifh nine-pounders, (v'vhich aftcr-
wards proved the fource of my deli-

very)
1
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very) compofed the whole astillery of
the place. : co
It.nmediately on our arrival we were
car’negi before the killadar, where we
h;:axtd read the order which had accom-
panied us from' Tippoo: it directed

- ¢ - . .
“him ““ to guard us with vigilance and

LI ¢ N '
friéknefs until farther inftructions,
N H

. 3 : -
. ¢ to put us inftantly in fetters, and to

e " : : 3
allow ‘us no .provifions ;> which

plainly indicated that it was not in
tended we thould live mahy days. )
. We were now in continual expelta-
tlo.n of being dragged out.to {uffer a
miferable ;md cruel death; our exift-
ence hung on the will of ‘a tyrant who
had already fo often difplayed his in-
fa..tiable thirft for blood, and manifefted |
his prefent defign by prohibiting us our
common food ; we knew too well
what fate awaited fuch as were con-
demned to thefe rocks; we alfo were
apprized, that if even our fentence was

by
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by fome accident fufpended for a fhort
period, the moment the tyrant met the

fmalleft check in the ficld, the fatal’

blow would be ftruck. He had often

declared, that none of the European

prifonf‘rs thould be faved, for fooner
than part with them he would murder
them. :

Hope had never forfaken me, durmg .

the whole ten years of my captivity ; I
conftantly flattered myfelf with an op-
portunity to efcape to an Enfrh{h fet-
tlement ; but, at this juncture, I could
not avoid yielding to defpair, as no
poflibility of extricating myfelf from
the prefent danger and confinement ap-
peared. "~ Had we even been unfettered

we could not have got away, as the
only communication with the rock was

guarded by a line of fentries, and to
furvive long under fuch circumftances
vas folly to exped, as famine, if no-
thing ¢lf¢, muft put a period to our

lives.
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lives. We had, however, refolved to

perith our own way the moment any
violence fhould be offered us, and alfo

-to watch for an-occafion to: ;attempt an

efcape, thould it be even that of at-
tackmg our guards when they ‘came to
c;nmmc our prifon ; :we:; thought we

mht fafely . venture ‘on any ﬁep, let

it be ever {o defperate,. as nothing could

be: rifked by a failure of- fuccefs, our

lives being already forfeited : - this re-

folution enabled us: to wait the iffue of
our fate with fome com pofure.

- Gratitude will not.allow me in this
place-to withhold the Juft aclmowlcdgc-

‘ments. due, from every onc of us: to

‘Tippoo’s Hmdoo {ubjects ; they con-

ftantly commiferated the fitvation . of
the . unfortunate - European- pufovlels,

and faved the lives. of many- by th(.u

#tlmely humanity and affiftance, when
the unfécling conqueror denied us food.

"The Kenneries, or natives of that coun- -
. try,
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try, (it is to be underftood, that I' do
not mean fuch as are actually in the

fervice of the fultan, or fuch ashave

been corrupted by him, neither fuch as
are intimidated from following the bent
of their inclinations, by being under
his immediate infpection and influence)

of whom I fhall bave occafion to fpeak.

© again in the courfe of my travels after
abfconding from :Qutradroog, . are 2
very quiet, inoffenfive,. and -humane
race .of men, many of whom do not

even know the name ‘of their -ruler,

or have the leaft idea of the defpotifm
they live under, being too remote from
the immediate object of tyranny, and
to0 much attached to peace and in-
“dolence, to be inquifitive about who

receives the revenues of the country,

or who diffipates them, conceiving the
whole duty of their lives comprifed in
tilling their grounds, paying their taxes,
" .and adoring their cows. This is the

‘ " harm-
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harmlefs ‘and benevolent fet of people
who are.the objects of Tippoo’s perfe-
cution, -whom he labours to. convert to
Mahometifim, ‘and' whoma' he can only

- render unhappy . if he ever. effeéts his

cruel purpofe. -
. We had .now been fupported nearly

five weeks almoft entirely by the cha-
-'rity of the inhabitants of Outradroog,

except fometimes our ‘mifery created
the pity of our very guards, though ac-
cuftomed to behold diftrefs with indif~

- ference, and . perpetrate ‘murder: at a

fingle nod. - We began. to wonder.why
our execution was fo long :delayed,
when, by a moft fingular ftroke of
good fortune, it entered into the killa~
dar’s head to have his old and rufty
artillery repaired before his European
prifoners were fent out of the world.

1 happened to be the perfon appointed,

and being inftructed to furvey his guns,
: : : to
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to report ‘what they wanted, and to

iffue dire@ions for putting ‘them in -

ferviceable: order, he fuffered me to be

conducted . to the different parts of the_

rock where: thefe ufelefs cannon were

planted. It cannot be fufpe&ed that

I refufed my ald when.it.is remem-
bered, ‘that this was the only opportu-

"nity T fhould have of reconnoitering -

the rock. = I was accordingly lavifh in

my promifes, and the credulous killa-. -

‘dar feemed highly pleafed with the
idea of having his cannou put in com=
Pplete; repair. T did not’ fail to avail
myfelf of this occafion, minutely to
‘examine our gaol as well as the foreft
below, and the couritr} furrounding it,
obferving only as much precaution as
was nccef" Tary not to betray my defign,
or alarm’the fufpicions of my guards.
The different fituations of the killadar’s
guns, Whlch obhvcd me to go all
round
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round the rock, proved peculiarly ufe--
ful, ‘and enabled me to make the utmoft

" advantage of my time."

When' I returned to my companions,.
I faithfully related every. thing, and
informed them that-I had feen aroad
by which we might defcend the rock
undxfcovered It was. 1mmed1ate1y
agreed that we fhould, without lofing
time, make the attempt, and {o great
was our joy in confequence of my "
propofal when it was firft ftarted, that
we entirely forgot we were under clofe
confinement and very ﬁrié’cly'\'{'at.ched,
and fuppofing this difficulty {urmounted,

~ that" there was great probability of our

being. detected before we could clear the
fort that our irons embarraffed us, that
we had half a mile to walk on the
rock, a high precipice to throw our-
felves over, a thick foreft abounding
with wild beafts to ruth into at the
foot of the rock, and, above all, that

L we
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we had to elude five or fix guards,

which would oblige us to penetrate deep. -

into the wood, and often to crecp on:
.all fours : but thefe obftacles: prefented
themfelves very obvioufly as foon .as

the. ardour of our fancy had a little

abated ; ‘yet we determined to make an
cffort, although a difficulty occurred
which “had nearly- overthrown - the
whole, I mean that of agreeing about
the: moft eligible method™ of carrying.
_our- plan into cxecution; this difpute.
fimply arofe from the complacency
with which- every individual regarded

his- own opinion, which he infallibly.. -

confidered: the wifeft and-beft, and con~
{Lquently propofed: it for adoption.
After a Jong difcuffion and much con-
{ultation, the only poflible e‘(pedlcnt
was at lat fixed. on, and we came to
a refolution of. brcachihrr' the mud wall
of our wzfon, and getting out in the
night. -

Thc
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5 The onlys ncceﬂ'ary precaution was
ixlence. .. The. nights. on' which . we
found the guards enmgf:d in gambling;

“of other amufements,  were :therefore

affigned for our opcmnons, to-the ac-
comph{hment of: which, an old knife
being: the only inftrument we had, :the
work of courfe required time and great
patierice: ‘we had not proceeded: many

. nights with' digging and watching by.

turns,- béfore we found this tool: mfuf-‘
ficient: for the purpofe’ the vall being
uncomimonly: thick. . . We then thought
of another way of 'eﬂ'eéhnor it; by con=
ftantly. pouring. widter in the hole to

mioiften: the earth till {oft cnough to be

dug. out. This f{cheme promifed bet--
ter fuccels, and was lefs e,{pofed to
difcovery. . ' :

. We employed twenty days-in undex-
mining.and fapping. the wall,” during

’ XVI;ICh time we: commumcated our, in=-

tention to feven of our companions
L2 . who
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who ‘were confined' in an.adjoining
room, and with whom:we were per-
mitted to:converfe duririg the day; and

they. accordmgly commenced in like

manner. As wé had little” to do all'

this time, we turned our thoughts to-
wards liberating our legs’; in this.we

likewife partly fucceeded,,by means of

a penknife which one of the prifoners
had hid in an old mat when we were
fearched on coming to this place; the

large knife had - been fecretly given to

us by one of the Carnatic people who
was employed in coining pice at Outra-
droog. ‘We heated the fmall knife till
it became red hot, then cut: notches n
it with the largc one; and havmv con-
verted it to a little faw, we worked in-
chﬁntly when unobferved, .until . we
had cut-quite through the rivets of one
leg,.which by that means could-be dif-
engaged, and both the iron rings drawn
on the other; by muffling the chains
o with
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~ with old rags we cauld alfo prévent an)‘r' '

clattermg or noife, .=
. We had refolved, in cafe of adif-
covcry, to -attack qur- guards before
they had time to fecure us, and either
to fight our way out of the place, or

~fall in the attempt, as all would be

over with us if a difcovery happened,

We had for this purpofe felected the.
largeft and froutéft fticks of the wood,
which now and then, with the killa-

dar’s permiffion, had been brought to

us to cook (when we had any) our
rice. 'The whole garrifqn,'at_ this time,
did not exceed fixty or feventy men,
and we thought it much more advife-
able, in cafg¢ of a deteltiopn, to let it
come to fuch an iffuc, than tamely to
fubmit to a certain death in a much
more difgraceful manner. A dozen
defperate men fighting for their lives
have before performed extraordinary
feats, Several native prifoners were,

L 3 befides,
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befides, ¢onfined in the fort, -ai?ioﬁgf’z

whom were fome Travancoridns,” a =

{ubadaf, and a jemmadar, &c. ‘Thefe
peo'plerhad‘om, day calzght:uswith out
irons off, and might have betrayed

every thing, if one of ‘ou;’i_pfi,fone’xjs-' ,
had not fortunately fecn them in the

fame fituation a day or two before,
having liberty to vifit-each other du-
ring the day, as all the prifons were
: contigudus_ 3 we took - care to remind
them of this ci_rcur’x"d’cmrxcéx and, mutual

intereft, I believe, preferved the fecret.
it looked, however, as if the guards’

began to fufpect us the laft two or three
days, for they- cxamined our fetters
very particularly ; but we had luckily

procured out of .the bazar a piece of

" Jead, through one of our companions
who et up for a doc&or, and was fuf-
fc‘rcydA» to preferive for the garrifon,
With the lead we.filled the holes of
the rivets foﬁxa&ly, as to render the

2 " deception

-
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deception difcernible only to a very
nice fcrutiny. Our doctor was of fin-
gular ~ fervice in- more than one in-
flance, and was the means of pre-

ferving our lives frequently by what he
~earned by prefcribing to the fimple

Outradroogans, who had taken a great
liking to his harmlefs phyfic. Twe
days before we efcapea, he received a
whole fheep from a polygar, who was
on his way with soo of his depend-
ants to join Tippoo, for having ad-

‘miniftered a dofe to him of common

country fpirits, which put him in the
fineft humour in the world. )
The 27th of November was fixed
upon for our grand attempt, and on
that evening every thing was in readi-

iefs for our purpofe. As foon as it

was - dark we began to remove the
carth, but to our great mortification
we found ourfelves at midnight below
the furface of the ground; thi{svchaﬁ-‘
' " L4 . grined
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grined and alarmed us much; but re-
flecting that fomething was neceffary -

to be done immediately, we began by

concealmg the earth we had dug out .
in earthen pots, and hung a large blan- -
ket before the hole when day appeared..

It was clear, that we thould not long

be able to hide the fituation of the °

wall, I therefqre worked all the next
day, fupplied the place inceflantly with
water, and kept wet cloths in it to
moiften' the upper part,. where the
- breach was to be enlarged or raifed.

My companions képt finging and

. making a noife all day, that the buftle
I rnade might not be heard. Every thing
was a fecond time ready by night on
the 28th, and havmg found the breach
“practicable, we gave notice to our com-
panions in the next room, who joined
us before eleven o’clock. The guards

had lately mdu]ged us w1th I\eepmg'

the prifon door open till near eight,
but
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but this evening we feigned fleepinefs,
and they too were fortunatdy engaged

in gambling. - The firft {tep we took

‘was to difengage one of ou-legs, and
~ to muffle and faften the irons on the
- ather,  We then tied our rags about

us, and provided ourfelves, each man,
with a couple of raggy cakes, which
had been.laid up for-the occafion.--~
Being the pcrfoh.that wis to guide
the reft, I crept out of .the breach juft
at twelve o’clock, with the large knife
in one hand and a fiout ftick in the
other. - It was foon found that the hole
was not large enough to admit fome
of my companions, I was therefore
obliged, though at.a very great hazard,
to go to work on the outfide to enlargc
it with my only tool ti knife; ina
very fhort time, howev:r, 1 opened it
enough for the largeft anongft us.  As
foon as the whole had got through, we

: 4Hcmbled with all pofﬁﬁlf’ filence, and

I) ac-
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I, according to agreement, conducted

the ‘party [pver the mud wall‘ that {ur- -

rounded thp area of the prifons, which

was betwifn feven and eight feet high

on the 'ia“de, but much lower on the

suter on ‘s count of the rifing of the
re was another wall, called

rock: T

the Fort Whll, about 150 paces farther

of the rocll, and between thefe two
walls wasa guard placed over fomenative
“prifoners, which we could not avoid
pafling verynear. A {light fhower,

on, which itirely encompafled the top -

which fell uft at this crifis, proved

therefore  extremely favourable ;  the
rain drove the fentinels under cover, and

we plainly fjw them fitting {moaking

round a fircllin the verandah of the
prifon in grdit fecurity. The fhower
continued til}j we had fafely cleared
the outer w b, near which there was
another guar¢, but not directly in our
courfe ; we naw prdcccdc;d to the pre-

e | ' © cipice

o , Ry
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cipice which: I had not been able to

‘examine with {ufficient precifenefs to

determine ¢ither the exact height or na-

ture of, but as I had undertaken to

condud&’ my . companions ' down the

vock, Ipr‘opofed to défcend firft; ac-

cordingly I threw myfelf upon my

“hands, and in this manner meeting no

refiftance or -any reft for my feet, un-
able to recover myfelf, I {lid down the

| rock greatly terrified at'the rapidity of

my fall, as 1 found the precipice higher
than I imagined, or than it had appeared
frorri;thc top of the rock; I was re-

" lieved at laft'by catching hold of the

branches of a fmall tree which grew’
ncar the bottom, and’ broke my fall,
by bringing myfelf up againt the
trunk of it. I had unfortunately, it
feems, gone to the‘ﬁecpcﬁ‘pért of ‘the
precipice.  Shertly after I was’ joined
by my g:o‘mpaiﬁons, who had followed
my example, and ‘faved themfelves by
e : the
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the thrubbery.and {mall trees which co-

vered the entire bottom of the preci-
pice, It was near one o’clock at this
time, and the moon, as we expected,

began to fhine, having calculated that -
we fhould be clear of the guard by the .
time of her rifing, wh1ch was vcry .

apropos. ,
I have before mentioned we were

twelve in number, eleven Englithmen

~and a Frenchman, who had incurred
Tippoa’s difpleafure. We immediately
directed our way towards the thick
foreft that- environed .the foot of the
rock. 1 {uffered extremely in traverfing
a thicket before I reached the wood;
both from the tharpnefs of the prickles
and thorns, and the ruggednefs of the

rock, being obliged to creep on all
fours. By the time I was half through

it, 1 was alarmed by the challenge of
a fentry, whom 1 could not fee, nor
do 1 think it poflible he could have feen

me,
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me, being. buried amongft the bufhes.
It was probably the ruftling amongit
the leaves which attra¢ted his attention,
and he was undoubtedly more fright-
ened than myfelf, tygers being very

~common in this part of the country.

I made,  however, a full ftop, and
turned immediately farther to the eaft-
ward; (or up the rock) having attended
particularly, w hen’ reconnoitring, to that
part of ‘it where no guards or fenmes
were pofted; continuing in the man-
ner : defcribed, by a very flow defcent,
to move round the rock by a fouth
face, where I'had {lipt down to the op-

' poﬁté point, when I ftruck into 'the

wood where the rock was not f{o fteep,
and the guards all cleared.

It had been determined, that we fhould
follow a northerly direion, .in hopes

_ of reaching the Nizam’s domxmons

but I miffed my comrades the moment
I had entered the thicket, and never
heara
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heard of them afterwdrds... About twa

o’clock I had difengaged myfelf froni

the thicket,: but the circumftance of

miffing all the reft -of the: party gave

me much uneafine{s, and naturally pros
‘duced ‘various conjectures, nor:could 1
any other way account for fo-ftrange =~

a feparation; than by fuppofing - that
they had purpofely deferted me, fear-
ing, perhaps, that I miight prove an
incumbrance to: them the reft of the
journey, being in a very weak ftate of
body from a fever which bad affailed
me a fevw days before; T thotght they
might, for this reafon, have judged it
advifeable to-getrid of me, although
they” had'thewn more confideration for
my quota of the cakes, which they
took along with them, wifely con-
cluding that I -fhould very foon have

no occafion for them: Ungratcful as

this procedure may appear, I rather
hoped it might be the caufe of our fe-
parationy
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paration than that any mifchief had be-
fallen them, for 1 no fooner reached
the country below, "before I heard the:
found " of trumpets and fom foms, ¥

which I conccived to be an alarm-in

the fort on miffing us, and no doubt
fearch was immediately made. -I much:

feared, that in: {pite of the cautions

I had given them, they might have

~defcended through. the thicket in ‘too
Mtrait .a line, ~which- would either

bring them dire@ upon fome of the
out-pofts I had warned them of, or
throw them in the way of their pur~
fuers. The lofs of my poor cakes
gave me, I confefs, great concern, as
I was extremely feeble, and very-un-
certain of foon meeting with any food;
but refleéting that Providence alone
could fave me, and that it behoved me
to make every perfonal-cxertion in my

* Indian drums.

power
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power before [ .gave up all for loft, I
continued my courfe on the plain which

bounded the foreft in a northerly die

rection. - I can never be fufficiently

* thankful for a very extraordinary.and
fortunate “circumftance,” viz. that the
fever, which had regularly vifited me
for fome time before, never returned -

after this day, though the anxiety and

pain to which the laft twenty-four.

hours had expofed me could not be fa-
vourable to convalefcence.

: When I had advanced abbut« five
miles-on the plain, I ftumbled fuddenly .

on a mud-fort, which I never difco-
vered until challenged by a fentry on
the walls. I judged it moft prudent

to return no anfwer, and taking a cir-

cuit round it, I continued my courfe

without farther interruption till day-

break, when I found myfelf within
twenty paces of two of Hyder's
troopers, whe were cooking their vic-

' tuals
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‘tidls on the bank of a tank ; it was too

late to fhun them, I therefore refolved
to match boldly on, hoping to pifs

‘urinoticed 4s one of the country peos

ple, for which reafon I wrapped myfelf
up in my blanket; and paffed them near

“enough to overhear their coniverfation
- they were juft deliberating who I might.

be; one faid, ¢ There goes certainly

. an European;” the other repeated;

““ You fool; from whence fhould an

*¢ Européan come here; don’t you fee

“ it is a woman ?* at that inftant my
irons happened accidentally to rattle,
which decided the conteft, and con-~

~ firthed the laft opinion, the noife being

taken for the found of thofe bangles,
or brafs ornamental rings, which the
women of India wear round their arms

cand legs; I was, in -conféquence of

this circumftance, fuffered to pafs with=
out being interrupted, though not with«
: S M out
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 out haﬁng felt great anxiety for’ tled
ticklithnefs of my-fituation. '

I walked on a couple of miles far-

ther after this ‘adventure to a wood,

“which I reached about fun rife, and

immediately found a fpot pretty well
~covered, where I laid down to-reft for

the day, judging it imprudent to travel :

but in the night, I had not lain down

long béfore'I grew quite ftiff, and felty

a pain in.my bones; examining the

leg that'my irons were faftened on, I

found, that conftant rubbing againft it
had made a deep hole, which now gave -

me great uneafinefs, though- whilft agi-
tated and. warm . with walking I had

not perceived it. 1 now difcovered, -
that unlefs I could difengage  myfelf

from the irons, it" would be vain to
think of procceding,. as, independent
-of what I fuffered from them, my feet
were extremely fore from traverfing the
’ fharp-
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fharp-pointed ftones of the rock. *Fora

. tunately the Jarge knife had remained

with me; with this I fell to work, and -
happily, -before night fet in, had to-
tally’ semoved the fetiers. I felt my.
{pirits. much exhilarated from this cir-

~cumflance, and feemed quite refrethed,

though ' I eat nothing .the whole day.

~Intent on purfuing my . journey, I

mounted a hill near me, from whence
{ reconnoitered the country for many
miles - round,  and “gained a ‘tolerable -

idea of -the direction proper to follow;

in order to avoid plains as much’ ag

- poffible. It was fun-fet when I re-

fumed my courfe, and, after_paﬁing
the wood, I had, uv'nav‘oidablyf, a large
plain- to crofs, on' which I had " obx
ferved:a mud fort and cattle grazing,
but :notwithftanding which I reached
about midnight a.range of hills that
run between Bangalore and Seringapa-
tam in an eafterly direion, and which
ERA N M 2 I had
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T had taken notice of ,bcforc}‘dark. 1 |
halted  here, having to afcend the -

hills which were very rongh and over-

fpread with thickets, that rendered the

paffage undifcernible in the dark. Four
days did I wander amongft thefe huge
mountains and craggy hills, without

-meeting with any food, or even a drop -

of water, though I had been lefs cau-
tious with refpect to the time of tra-
velling, finding no traces at all of hu-
man beings. 1 felt myfelf {o very
weak and reduced at laft, that unlefs

the next day brought me relief I muft

perith, and therefore refolved to make
one defperate effort, the following day,
for clearing the hills. Ilaid down to
reft with this refolution, and fell afleep
notwithftanding the- gnawing hunges
that promifed fpeedily ta put me he~
yond pain altogether.. :

- CH A"Pu,
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CHAP V.

He is in danger of perifbing by hunger,
and is relieved by an Hindoo woman
—¢fcapes from two tygers—is feized
by a party of Tippod's polygars, from
whom be efcapes—is received by a de-
- tachment of the Mabratta forces, pro-
teéted by Capiain Reid and the Eng-
Iifb troops—arrives at Fort William
. =—concluding oé/érvatz'ans |

NEXT morning, whlch was the 4th .
of December, I rofe w1th very

I was fort.u“x{ate, cnough, almoft im-
medxately, to difcern a hamlet of a few
huts -amongft ghg: };111§! This unex-
pected fight gave me new animation,
knowing very well that I was in no
M 3 ‘ dan-
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danger from people  with whofe cha«

ritable difpofitions I was well acquaint-

ed, "and who feemed as’ dropt from
Heaven for my fuccour; underftanding,
befides, the Kennary language, I had
it in my power to pafs for any body I

pleafed, and thould they even difcover

who I was, there was no room for ap- - -

prehendmg they would hurt me ; fuch
is the humanity and peaceable temper
of thefe harmlefs villagers. - It may
{cem incredible to fome,; that I.thould
have exifted five "dajys without food,

and four without a drop of water, un-
der fuch bodily fatigue and anxiety of -

mind, but.to my very reduced ftate do
I attribute my furviving it; let it alfo
be remembered, that I had been pretty
well inured to hunger during my long
captivity, where our-allowance was fo
frequently ftopped, and where we often.
remained one, two, three, four, and
five days, without any food whatfoever;

l nay,
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nay, I well recolle®, that during my
clofe confinement in confequence of
Licutenant Rutledge’s affair, I was near
feven days without eating.

- I approached the hamlet and from ‘

the firft perfon I met, WhICh was an
old woman, demanded fome charxty to.

" fave me from ftarving. She entered

into converfation with me, and the found

A

of our voices inflantly brought feveral
othnr women out of the huts, who per-;
cewmg how weak and emacmted I was,.

exprefled great compaflion for me, “and

‘each went and brought me fome of her

homely fare, - conﬁﬁmg of boiled ragey.
and . gram . water made into a curry,
which proved the moft welcomc “and
favoury repaft I ever made. I paffed
my{elf upon- thefe kind old women for
a- Rajepoot, knowing few or none of
that caft were to be found in this part
of the country. The few men that
belonged to the hamlet being all em-

M4 ployed
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ployed in the field, the women and

children only remained at home, though-
I thould have been equally fafe had the =

men been prefent., When I had told
them that T was returning to my own

country, they pitied the painful and
fore condition of my feet, and imme- -
diately brought fome warm water, with

which they bathed them. When I left
thefe compaﬁionate and benevalent crea-
tures, they furnithed me w1th a couple
of raggy cakes, bemg all thc preparcd
provifions the hamlet. could produce
after I had fatisfied my hunger, and

feemed to be much concerned for my )

fafety. One of them pomtcd to a road
which they warned me againft follow-
mg, aymg, that it led dxreétly to vue
of thofe polygar forts with which the.
country abounds, a piece of mforma-.
tion which I received with pleafurc as
it was the very route, till better in-
fructed, \»hch} I had determined to
take
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take. Ileft my charitable bencfa&reffcs

with a hedrt overflowing with’ grati.

tude and many melancholy roﬁeé}xops_
Their hofpitable treatment reconciled
me fo much to life and the company
of mankind, that I could not avoid

deploring the little probabxhty whlch

exifted of my ever joining my coun- -
trymen. - I rufhed into the wood, and

~ took a great {weep to avoid the polygar

fort ‘and fuch as might belong to it,

‘knowing well how widely they dif-

fered, in point of mecknefs and hu-
manity, from the fimple and good-
natured- Kennarees, the recolletion of
whom afforded me fufficient fubject. of
contemplatlon for the remainder of the
day.

. The following morning I was for-
tunate enough to fall in with a parcel
of trees bearmrr a berry much refem-
blmg in colour, fhape, and fize, our
{lows ; knowing this fruit to be very
- 1 ’ whole-
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wholefome, I devoured as many as I
was able to eat on the fpot, and after-

wards gathered as many more as I’
could carry away, being determined
to referve the cakes which I hadre-:
ceived from the hofpitable Kennarees

for a laft refource.

1 continued to travel i_n‘a"northcrly -

. Y
direction, as much as poffible amongir_

the woods, until the eighth in the even-

ng, when coming to a plain which I

" muft unavoidably pafs, T all at once
pcrceived, to my unfpeakab_lc terror,
two tygers not above 1GO paces fl‘f)rfl
me, coming right acrofs the plain: 1t
was the firft time in my life that I had
ever {een thefe animals alive: I faw
them approach without lofing my pre-
{ence of mind, but they feemed not to
notice me until the inftant they were
oppofite to me, when, to my great fa:-
tisfaction, they turned away with their
tails between their legs, and in a long

trot
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 trot difappeared. It will eafily bé be-

lieved that I was in no hurry to follow

- or overtake them, but fuffered them to
~ get entirely out of fight before I pro-

ceeded, I am, however, from this
adventure, led to give fome. credit to
the reported pufillanimity of the tyger,

“who, ‘it is faid, will feldom attack a

perfon unlefs by furprize; or a fudden
leap, like that of a cat at a moufe,
which he will not refume if he mifles
his aim ; and I cannot avoid believing,

(as it flatters. my vanity) that thefe

two were actually afraid of me, which,
could I convey the appearance I made
at the time in an exaét drawing, might
produce lefs wonder,

About an hour after this rencounter

I fell in with a troop of polygars rc-

turning from hunting, and I truly con-
fefs their appearance alarmed me much

‘more than that of the tygers, bcing

the danger I moft of all.apprchend-
ed,
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ed, and from what followed it will ap-
pear that my fears were not groundlefs.
They m&antly took me prifoner, and
carried me to a mud. fort to the weft-
ward of the foreft; it was not quite
dark when we reached it, and I had
_}uﬁ time to notice a large zant bchmd

1t whlch xmmedxately ftruck meas the -

fecure{’c road to follow fhould I be for-
tunate enough to give my new captors
the lip. 'They conducéd me into the
fort and took™ me 1mmed1atc]y before”
the chief, or cornrnander of their own
party, who addreiTed me firft in the
Kennary language, which pretendmg
not to underftand, he afked me in
Aoors, where 1 came from and who
Twas; [ replied, that I was aRaJepoat
difabled in Tippoo’s fcmce and fow
returning to my own.country ; he de-
fired me to produce my pafs or dif-
charge, which I told him I had loft on
the road. During this interrogation,

"1 per-
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I perceived that the ‘by-ftanders eyed
me very attentively, and cafting my

~eyes down, I faw a hole in my blanket

through which my fkin appeared, the
colour of which did not correfporid
with my face, which I had rendered

' pretty dark by wathing it with tobacco

water, .the only remedy I had for the
wounds which the briars and thorns
daily beftowed on my naked feet.* 1
overheard their conjectures, although
not fufpeéted of underftanding. them,

“which, after fome altercation in the

Kennary language, terminated in what
was actually the fa&, 7. e. that I could
be no other than fome European de-

ferted from the Chaylubs.  The chief

* Briftow was naturally of a fwarthy com=

~ plexion, which had not been improved during

twenty years. refidence in this country, particu-
larly the latter part of that time, when, as 2
captive, he was expoled continually to the cﬂ‘c&a
of the, climate,

then
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then commanded them.to {ecure me i
the center of the fort, which had three

different gates, one within another, -

being furrounded with a triple walls
I now perceived that I was not only
difcovered, but had fallen into the
hand of people who were, by their dif-
courfe, adherents to Tippoo. My new
lord told me in Moors to make myfelf
eafly, and that I fhould be well fed and
not hurt ; but his confolation adminifs
tered little comfort to my mind, and
I began to fhudder at the thoughts of
returning once more to the clutches of
the barbarian. I was left in charge of
one fentry until the killadar’s deter-
mination with refpect to me could be
obtained, and had the fatisfacion to
hear my fentinel receive orders not to
bind me before the commander had
been confulted. It was evident, that
all hopes of ecfcaping -the impending
danger, and of avoiding a fecond vifit

to
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to Seringapatam, dépcnded u?o_n the

exertions and fuccefs of the moment. I
therefore refolved to make the attempt,

and the moment the crowd (who fol-
lowed. the Polygar to the killadar’s
houfe, on purpofe to have the carlieft
intimation of- my fate, with as much
eagerncis as if their whole welfare de-
pended on knowing it) was dxfperfed

I vehemently complained of thirft,

‘and .implored the fentry to bring me a-

draught of water. I was in reality
very weak when taken up by thefe
people, and on their feizing me I pre-
tended to be much. more fo ; this cir-

- cumftance, and my poor appearance,

deceived the fentry fo eafily, that he
never dreamt, I fuppofe, of my at-
tempting to walk off, and thercfore,
without any fufplcxon of my’ defign,
he went for the water. The mﬁ,mt
he was out of fight, not lofing one

: - {econd
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fecond in reflection, I Wrappéci myfeif
* carefully up inmy blanket, and ftrutted

boldly out of the fort, paffing all the .

three gates without any interruption or.
fufpicion, the paflages being croivded
with people and cattle returning’ from
the ficlds. I did not haften my pace
till I had got to the diftance of about
fifty yards from the outer gate; when
turning to the right, I croffed a Paddy

field with all the expedition I could -

mufter, and then waded through the
tank which I had taken notice of oni
coming into the fort. When I had
crofled the tank, I ventured to look
behind me, and perceiving a great
number of lights moving backwards
and forwards, which I concluded to
be the Polygars in fearch of me, and
»fmring fome one of them might go
round the tank without a light, and

 thus come unexpectedly upon me, I fet

forward with all the fpeed 1 could in; a
wefterly
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wefterly direcion for about an hour,
when, finding I was not purfuéd, I
turned again to the north, and travelled
for three fucceflive nights over an open

_country, being obliged during the day

to hide myfelf in caverns and holes.
In the mean time I found myf{elf under
the neceflity to break upon my cakes,
though I knew not when I might meet

" with another {upply ; I trufted, how-
ever,- that the fame Providence which

had hitherto fupported me would not
withdraw its affiftance when it fhould
be no longer in my own power to
make perfonal exertions. I was, at

_ any rate, . reconciled to my fate, and
‘had made up my mind to whatever

. my deftiny might have prepared for

me, being always indifferent to every .
thing except that of being carried back
to. Tippoo. ‘ ’
I continued, notwithftanding the ex-
ceffive fatigue attending that mode of
: N tra-
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travelling, to wade through innume-
rable tanks and water-courfes which’

flowed from the hills that T was now
approachmg, I preferred this mode,
troublefome as it was, to that of walk-
ing {ptlnd the banks, and borders, tha@
I might not fall in with Polygars, or

other hoftile people inhabiting the vil- - |

lages which in general are met with
in India where there is a piece of
‘water, not knowmg of what difpofi-
tions or cafts the natives of thefe parts
might be, and having; ever fince my
laft adventure, dreaded nothing fo
much as any animal in a human fhape.
The fourth morning, which was the
12th of December, I fell in with fome
ftraggling rocks here and there covered
with thickets, and being very tlI’Cd
and exccedmvly hungry, havmrr con-
"fumed my cakes, not\nthﬁandmg the
- {paring applications I had made to
them, I feated myfelf ina thicket, and,
) ‘ over-
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overpowered with hunger and fatigue,

dropped to fleep. After a reft of fome
- hours ‘I woke, and though exce{ﬁvely
~weak I thought my(.if refrethed by
the nap, and confequently moved two
or three miles farther, when, to. my

inexpreflible - joy, I again difcovered

~ Jome of thofe berries which had for-
‘merly relieved me. ‘I inftantly ftripped

every tree,. by firft fatisfying my hun- |

:ger, .and then loading my blanket with

the refidue, which engaged me for the
remainder of the day. . With this laft
fupply I continued to travel until the

~15th at day-break, when, to my great
- terror, 1 found that I had got amongft

a number of villages upon a large plain,

- with a.mud fort lying immediately in

front of me. I already faw the people

quitting the fort to follow their occu-

Pationé in the fields, and found that it
would be impoflible to avoid them.
To glve as little fufpicion, therefore, as

N 2 , pof-
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poflible, refolved to meet them boldly,
hoping by that means to pafs for a

traveller unworthy of notice. I had

hitherto, whenever forced in the night
to traverfe plains, obferved the precau-

tion of friking out of the way the in- .

ftant 1 found myfelf on ploughed
-ground, or -difcovered any -indica-
tion of inhabitants; but this time I
had met with" no tokens to warn

me before the day brought to view the-

fcene F have related.

- I was not fuffered to proceeed far,
before a party of Palygars ftopt and
examined me. Having already, from

the converfation of the people who -

had ‘pafled, difcovered that one of
Tippoo’s regular battalions garrifoned
the fort, I conceived it would be im-
poffible to pafs for an Indian amongft

‘men compofed of all the different cafts

and nations of India; I therefore, with-
out any fccmlng hcﬁtatlon fharply re-
. . plied
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plied in Moors, that I came from
the Englith camp, and was proceed-
ing to Guootie. They afked, what .
carricd' me thither ? — I anfwered,
fome of my companions and friends
captured with General Matthews laft
war, had taken fervice with the ful-
tan, and had written me to join them;,

_oiving a very. favourable account of
gving Yy - :

their fituation. Gootie was the only
place on Tippoo’s frontiers which I

- had ever heard of, and knowing it to

be contiguous to the Nizam’s territo-
ries, which was the road I propofed

-taking, I concluded it fafeft to name

this place. They fuffered me not, how-
ever, as I had wifhed, to proceed, but
carried me into the fort, and brought
me before the killadar, where I un-
derwent a fecond examination in the
prefence of the Polygars, but took care
to repeat exactly the fame ftory. The
killadar put many quettions refpecting

T N 3 ttﬁc

—~
7&

-
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the Carnatic to me, at the fame time

informing nie that he was a native of -
that country, and was always happy
to hear from his home. As'I was very’

unable to-give him fatisfaory anfwers

on this head, T thought it beft to fay,
~that I-had only fix months before ar-
rived from Bengal, and was a ftranger

on this coaft, but that fuch parts of

the Carnatic as I had travelled through -

appeared in a high ftate of cultivation.

He inquired about the ftrength of our

army ; I anfwered, in general terms,

that it was very numerous, and ex-

ceeded the utinoﬂ:lit ever had been du-
ring the laft war. He afked, how I
came to be fo mifefably reduced and
naked, faying, it was not cuftomary
for Europeans to travel without clothes.
I replied, that I had only brought four’

rupces out of the Carnatic with me,”

which were long ago expended, as I
hagi not expected the journey would be
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fo ‘tedious; fince which time I had -
fubfifted by begging ; and with refpeﬁ:
to my clothes, 1 had been obhced
to throw them away, ﬁndmg it

unfafe. to travel as an Europezm, and

that; 1f I had been re-taken, nothing.

_ would have faved my hfc being a de~

ferter, but that my prefent difguife had
afforded me protection. He feemed to
credit this aflertion, and havmg or-
dered me fome vicuals went away..

- In about an hour he retumned to inter~"
ogate me afrefh, and tried, I plainly

difcovered, if I would contradict any
thing. I had faid; and by way of
founding me thoroughly, told me the
Mahrattas had lately plundered- the
country all round, and that they then
were' encamped with a very ftrong

force only feven or eight cofs off, and

advifed me to take fervice with him. '
I anfwered that fince I had encoun-
tcred {o many hardfhips in order to

) N 4 -meet

o~
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meet my friends, I would by no means

rehnqulfh the attempt, or enter into B

fervice with any other power, but pro=
ceed dire@tly .to Gootie, if he would

fuffer me to continue my journey. To

this at laft, to-my unfpeakable fatis-

faction, he confented, and to imprefs
him with greater confidence and faith - .

in my fincerity, I requefted permiffion
—20 remain that night in the fort, and
that he would be pleafed to inftruét' me
. what road to take to avmd the Mah-
I"ltt’ls .
Next morning, which was the 16th

"1 fet out from the fort, provided with |

two large jarra * cakes, fome chat-

ney,+ and a guide, who had the kil

ladar’s orders to- fthew. me the way.
The moment I was reftored to liberty
again, my joy was fo great that I

{carcely could credit my own fenfes,

* A kind of flower. t A pickle,

and
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4nd for fome minutes thought myfelf
under the illufion of a dream. It was
certainly a wonderful efcape to get

- away from one of Tippoo’s own forts
“when I had fo little chance of making

my ‘own ftory probable: it was un-

doubtedly a very fortunate circumftance

for me that the killadar proved a good-
natured, fimple man; the natives of
the Camnatic are in high efteem with
Tippoo, and many of thofe that were

‘taken laft war enjoy diftinguifhed pofts-

under his government ; the deroga, or
chief of the treafury at Seringapatam,
for example, is one of them.

The guide I had been provided with
{oon grew tired of his charge, and dif-
played no reluctance at being permitted

‘to leave me. I did not long continue

the fame road after he was gone, but
1mmed1ately took the old nortbcrly di-
rection, and travelled with all poffible -

’ expedmon upon the feanty fubfifience

) of
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of r‘n'y" cakes, and fuch berries as could

‘pick up, until the 23d at night, when

coming into fome very highand broken
“ground, I was difcovered by the fentry

on the ivalls of 2 mud fort,” who chal- '

lenged e, I had petcéivéd lights on
my-firft getting into the broken ground,
which I ftrove to avoid by inclining:
to the left, and as I was moving

off, I fuddenly .faw two ljghted ,

torches held up, and.at that inftant the
fentry challenged me ; this made me
conje@ure 1 was ‘perceived, ‘particu-

" farly as more lights immediately af-’ -

terwards iffued from a watch-houfe
that was at the bottom of the rock on

which the fort ftood, and “difperfed.

Fearing thercfore that 1 mi‘g.ht be fur=
vounded, I turned about and made for
1 wood in the rear, which I reached
in fafety, and walked for_t‘nrec miles
to the weftward until [ came to another

rock,
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rock, which was nearly at the dawn
of day; from this place 1 had a full
view of the laft-mentioned fort, and
finding a tolerable fecure cave, I laid
down to.fleep. About three o’clock

in the afternoon I was difturbed by

the bleating of fheep, and looking
through a crevice in the rock' I faw.

“men at work in felling timber; I re-

mained quiet till ‘fun-fet, when rifing’
to take a view of the country, I
heard a ftrange noife, and looking to-
\yards the place whence 1t arofe, I be-
held, to mj,r utter aftonifhment, a bear:

- very bufy in preparing a den under the

very clift where I repofed.
~The moment I was able to deter-

_ mine what road to take I defcended the

hill, much dejected for want of
food: I travelled all night, only halt-
ing occafionally from extreme weak-
nefs, and the pain of my fore and

fwelled feet: in the morning I had

the
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the good fortune to reach a vxllagc,'
- which lately, perhaps the day before,

had ‘been plundered by the Mahrattas 3
here I picked up, among: ~the deferted
ruins, about half a feer of rice, and
nearly as much raggy, a few chllhes,
a little tobacco, an old earthen pot,
and a ftrong bamboo wmlkmfr ftick;

which proved of fingular fervice to -’
. me afterwards as a fupporter., I {at-

down and .devoured fome of the rice,
which I foaked in water, without cook-
ing it ; after this féafonable meal I pur-
fued my journey, and before I had
gone far I difcovereda Farra field, and
thought -the opportunity of laying in a

fupply of provifions not to be neglect-
ed, I thercfore fpent the remainder of

the day in plucking off the. heads of

the grain, and rubbing them between

my h'mds

T found that I was much weaker at™

tim period than I had imagined, being
obliged,

%

Y
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obliged, at very fhort intervals, to
have recourfe to reft, and with all my
endeavours was unable to travel-above
five or fix miles in the courfe of
four and twenty hours. Notwithftand-
ing the’ daily accumulation of my dif-
treffes, my fpirits never entirely for-
{ook me, but the impoflibility of hold-
ing out much longer was now too cvi-
dent, having fo confiderably added to
the very reduced ftate of my ﬂrength
fince I left Outradroog ; refolved, how-
ever, to exert myfelf to the laft, and
ftrain cvery nerve, 1 continued to faun-
ter on, fometimes among woods and
broken rocks, and fometimes over
plains, until the 27th, when I came to
the banks of a fmall nullah, which
had nearly terminated my fufferings
with my life. The attempt of crofling

“it fo effeCtually exhaufted my {mall

remains of ftrength before 1 could
reach



i

190 NARRATIVE OF

reach the oppoﬁté fide, thatl daould

jnevitably have pcrifhéd, if I had not
fortunately caught hold of fome bull: -
yuthes which grew in the water on the

Gide of the nullah. In this ftruggle for

~ life I loft my carthen pot, my tobaceo,

and all the provifions I had left ; be-
fides 1 was fo much fatigued and ex-

pended when I had climbed up ‘the

bank, that I laid myfelf down on
the -grafs with very little hopes
of being able to procecd. A few

hours {leep, howeyer, - refrefhed me a -

little, and refolution lent me new

‘ftrength; in fhort, I made fhift to

combat hunger and fatigue until the it

“of January. This hilly country was

fo exfremcly barren and inhofpitable,
that a few -wild berries. compofed

the whole of what I exifted upon du-

ring the lat five days. Without ex-
periencing the horrors of hunger, an-
xiety
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xiety bordering on defpair, and great

bodily pain, it cannot be conceived

what I fuffered and felt. ,
On New Year’s Day I had got

_ within fight of the termination of the

long range of hills, at the foot of
which T had fo long been travelling ;

‘but juft as I began to entertain fome

faint Thopes of being at laft within the
reach of relief, a new and apparently
infurmountable -obftacle prefented itfelf .
to my dejected eyes, as2 bar to all fu-

ture profpects of being rewarded for

my late fufferings.

The Tangbaudar River, which runs
in an cafterly dire&ion, at the diftance
of feven or eight cofs to the fouthward
of Gopaul, being the limits of the
abo,vc—mcntioned’ range of hills, now
lay immediately before me. No hu-

‘man probability of gaining the oppofite

fhore appcared, as no boats were in
fight, and _fc_ablcncfs had fo totally dif-
o abled
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abled me, that fwimming was not’

to be thought of. In this dreadful

perplexity I looked eagerly around, in-

order, if poffible, to diftinguith fome
piece of wood, or branch of a tree that

would help to bear me up through the

ftream ; but in vain. Without allow-

ing; however, diftrefs and defpair to.

conquer all rhy hopes, I moved flowly
and {ullenly along the banks of the
river, and, after fome time, I pied
a ferry-boat ; my “heart now ex-
- panded with joy, and I fancied nothing
remained but to ftep into the boat and
be rowed over; but, as ill fate would
have it, the ferry-man, to my unfpeak-
able difappointment, would not even
fuffer me to approach his beat. I
feared, by too hattily foliciting a paf-
fage, (for I was uncqual to force) to
hazard a difcovery, the confequence of
which I dreaded more than death itfelf,
Obliged to fubmit to my deftiny, I

went
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went back refolved to proceed in an
cafterly direction along the banks ‘of
the river, until I fhould meet ‘either
with a ford, or fome other mode of
crofling, or, what feemed much the
moft pfobzible, with a termination to
my miferies by death.

After proceeding as before mention-
ed, on cafting my eyes to the oppofite
fide, I faw two large forts at fome
diftance, and ‘heard at the fame time
the difcharge of cannon, whence I con-
cluded the forts to be beﬁegcd‘either;
by us or fome of our allies.. This in-
creafed my anxiety to crofs the river,
and redoubling my efforts, I continued -
travelling until the next day about three
o’clock in the afternoon, when, 'pera’
cciving a guard, I halted. Tafterwards
difcovered that this was.a Mahrattz
guard’ ftationed between -the river and:
the extremity of the hills as a {cout; -
but uncertainty and fear at this time
Lo 6] deter-
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determined me to avoid it, in confe- -

- quence of which I was obliged to take

a circuit, and crofs the extremity of

the hills. I reached the foot of them
about fun-fet, and found them covered
with verdure, perceng no covert or
fhelter for wild beafts in the neigh-

bourhood, I lay down lefs dejected

indecd than mxght be cxpected, and
{lept till morning ; at day-break I be-
gan to_afcend the,;hill, and had not
advanced far before I met an old wo-

man watching her cows; who gave me -

a raggy cake, and advifed me to keep
well to the left, if 1 wifhed to avoid
another guard pofted on the other fide
of the hills, My better deftiny cer-

tainly dire@ed my fteps to this good- -

natured old woman, nor was this the
firft-time fince my captivity that I was
indebted for my life to the aged part of
the fex, my good genius of late had
Abiclutcly mever appeared to me but in

thf:‘ -
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- the fhape of an old woman; the laft
pointed out the moft traverfable part
of .the rock, and on the fourth day

- I reached the oppofite plain, where

the adjacent fields fupplied me with
fome  grain, which  preferved me
from  perithing, and enabled me to
purfue. my courfe’ once more towards
the river, the fiream-of which I con-
tinued to follow four ~days  longer,
but with fo little effet, from the ex-
“ceffive reduced flate of my ﬂrength
that 1 only advanced feven miles in all
that time. On the fourth day I found
myfelf near amud fort, which I had not
previoufly obferved, and was fuddenly
furrounded by a number of Mahrattas,
and taken up and carried before the
Nalputty rajah who was proprietor
of this fort. "The rajah was'then en-

gaged in makmg preparations for taking -

the field in the morning, and had 4

therefore no time to attend to me, but ’

02 - dire@ed
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dieéted that 1 fhould be retairied: ir
the foit, and taken care of until he

fhotld return. 7 , ,
During his abfence I' gradually re—

covered part of my former health

and - vigour; it was foon - difco-
vered that I was an European, and

the rajah’s for, a humane young man, -
who was left to command the fort'in .

his father’s abfence, was extremely
kind to me. A native dotor was or-
dered to heal ‘my wounded and -ex-
" corjated feet; and abundance of pro-
vifions- were given me, though I did

not venture fully to indulge my appe-

tite from the weak ftate of .my fto-
mach. I had recruited my health and
ftrength pretty well by the 12th of
February, when the rajah rcturned, and
I was next day taken before him.
Having learnt fince my arrival that he
was one of thole Mahratta rajahs

whom Tippoo had difpoffefied in 1785

and
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and ‘17786, but who had: availed hlm-
felf of the approach of our troops in
1790, | (Bowbe;jimg,: the tributary,

-whom Tippoo had placed in the ra-

~ jahthip, haying retired) to recover his

ancient terfitory and right, and that: he
confequently was no partifzin_ of the

: fMnyf(: {ultan; l I f{ranklyl an{ \i‘er’e,d'-hijs'

interrogatories by a plain éphfé{ﬁo_‘ri of
the fimple truth.  He feemed much
affected at my hélrrativé, Plt}ﬁd my fuf-
ferings, gave me.a piece of Yglq_th, of .
which I ftood in extreme need, having
no covering to my naked)nJéfg‘bu,t the
blanket 1 had brought out of Outra-

" droog, and invited me to enter into his

fervice. I concluded, that the fureft way
of obtaining the liberty which I now
panted after, (finding myfelf {uffici-

ently ftrong to facenew fatigues) would

be to affent to the rajah’s requeft.
1 therefore readily accepted his offer ;
in confequence of which I was imme-

‘ O 3 - diately
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diately releafed, and defired to demand
whatever I wanted ; I returned very

fubmiffive thanks for the fajah’s'p'ro"-w

mifes of 'prefefment',' and affe@ed to

be much fatisfied with my’ fituation.
That night and’ néxt day’ I. walked "

about at pleafure, and had already in-

Ipired the people of the fort with fo- .
much confidence, that nobody feemed -

to notice my ‘departure, between the
hours of nine and ten, on the 14th at
. night, whenI proceeded directly towards
the river, which at this place was about

200 yards broad, but in general nar- .

rower, but fo bold had my recovered

ftrength rendered me, that I ‘plunged in

and {wam over immediately, though 1

had been informed of a ford a couple
of miles farther to the eaftward; -

The pofleffion of the Nalputty rajah

is called Comlipore, and the fort is re-
markable ‘for having a high rock in
front of the entrance, with a white pa-

goda
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roda at the top that entirely commands
fal .

it it lies about four and tw‘enty.mzlesu

fouth-caft of Gopaul. = -
I had difcovered from thc people in
the fort, that Gopaul was _thcipla(;e,l
had diftinguifhed at my firft app.roaché
ing the river, confequently I directe

; it th ment. I
- my courfe towards it the mor

croffed, and walked without in,tcrm'if-
fion or interruption until about eleven
o’clock the next day ; 1 then hﬂa%ted to
take fome refrefhment, being in ‘the

- center of feveral villages ; ;md p_rov;d;zd
~ with four pice in money, being the

produce of my allowance of rice from
the- rajah’s granary, y‘ec‘c‘iyed‘ _ tlju; day
before I left the fort, ijl)ich I imme-
diately carried into t\h»e‘ pettah, and fold

it that T might not travel pennylefs.—

‘About three o’clock in the gftemo_on 1
fet' out again, and got nedr GoPaul

half an hour after dark, when fomt. of

the Nizam’s people, after hearing my

. 04 tale,

&
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tale, picked me up, and fent me on an -

elgphant to Mouberjung’s camp, where

" T was fomewhat af’conifh'cd to find 'mj'-' '

Aelf confined under. a guard ‘but re-

fleting that I was in the hands of an
ally, that Enghﬂl troops were prefent,

and that any miftake with refpect to

me would fpeedily be cleared up, I

lay down to fleep pretty eafy in mind.
Next day, bemg the 16th, I was
early in the morning taken before the
bukfhy, who put a number of quefz
tions to me, all which I anfwered by
defiring to be conveyed to the Enrrhﬂl
commander. A gmrd lmmedntcly
was {ent along with me to_his encamp-
‘ment, but- bemg abfent on the batterics
hlmfelf I had to remain whilft his
orders could be rcccwcd, an object of -
curiofity to the troops, to whom I was
rcprefenud as a Frenchman, fent by
Txppoo to {uccour the fort, and taken
up by fome of the Nizam’s’ people

in
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in the  attempt. - Some hours ‘had
clapfed, "and .my fituation began 'to
grow irkfome, and the {pectators
troublefome, -though no violence was
offered to me, when fortumtel; Licu-
tenant Encrh{h returning from duty on
the battzries, beheld the crowd, 'md
hwmcr mqunul into the._caufe of it,
car rled me from the Nxzam s guard to
G 1pt"un Dalrymple’s . m.zrqucc 1 re-

ated my hiftory, together with the

particulars of my efgap%, to this gen-
tleman, who congratulated me on my
fortinatc delivery, ordered me what
refrefhments I wanted, and prefented
me with fome rupees ; he hke\wfc gave
me a coat, a hat, and fome linen. Thus
1 found myf{elf once more, after ten
years of cruel captivity, apparelled like
an European, amongft men of honour,

and reftored to hbcrty ~
Next day Captain Reid, who com-
manded  the’ Enwhih detachment, or-
3 dered
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dered me to come to him in the bat-
teries. T relatéd the whole of my fuf-.

ferings from the time of my becoming

a prlfoner in the Carnatxc he heard

me with farprlze and kindly- offered
to furnith me w1t"1 a {afe conduét either

to. Madras or benrral whxchever I

thould deﬁre :

1 remamed until the 06th of Febru-
ary in Captain Reid’s camp, receiving
every mark of generofity and favour
from the officers, and fupplied by
tHcir' liber"dify‘ with neceflaries for
a lon(r journey ; I {et out from camp
on the evening of the 26th of Febru-
ary 1791, W ith a guide and a fervant
boy, for Pangul, the Nizam’s court,

where Captain Kennaway,, the refident '
with the fubzh, was to renew my pafs -

through the Decan. On the 8th of
March, after travelling 216 miles in a
ftile very different from my former
Joune} , I reached mevul and waited

1- - imme-
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immediately upon Captain Kennaway.
After producing my pafs, and relating
my ‘adventures to him, I requefted his
aid and permifilon to proceed to the

grand army : he feemed, however, to .
think the undertakmg too hazardous,
if at all praéhcable but offered to

grant me a pafs either to Fort St.
Geo‘rge from whence I might eafily

join the army with one of the convoys,:

or ‘to’ Mafuhpatam ‘where I fhould
be at liberty to follow my own incli-
natmns. I chofe the latter, and after
remaining at Pangul 1ill the 25th, and

~having continual kindnefles conferred
on me by Captain Kennaway and the

other gentlemen refident there, I fer
off for quuhpqtam, “well: provxdcd
with every thing neccffar} for the
road.. "

‘On the 3d of Apnl I rcached Con-
depella, ‘where Major ————— com-

“manded ; he was alfo extremelv good
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to. me, gave me ample fupplies for

the httlc that remained of my Journey,
and hearmg that 1 could give fome in-
formatxon refpeétmrr the works ‘and
ﬁtuat'ons about. Seringapatam, 'md on

the 1ﬂand and alfo that T was ex-

tremcly defirous of j joining the grand

army, and render any little fervices.
within the fmall compafs of my power

and ~abilitics, he generoufly wrote a

Iettcr to Lord Cornwalhs inmy behalf :

On the sth of Aprll early in the morn-

ng, I {et out again, and on the: 7th
reqchcd Mafulipatam, ha.vmﬂr tmvellcd
fince I left Pangul:260 rmles, and al-
together fm'n Captam Reid’s camp at
Gopaul 476 miles, without, however,
having met with any thing deferving
to be mentioned, or fuffcx ing any hard-
thips.

At \/I”uuhpqtam I had the fatisfac-
tion of meeting onc of the four men
who fled from the detachment forming

at
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at Peripatam in 1 %82, and whofe vef@ipc‘:‘:

had proved fo fatal to the remaining
cight, and in fa& to all the prifoners.

Thls man’s name is Richard Higgins,

and he holds the appointment of Key

Serjeant to the garrifon. I ftaid with
him five days, and was entertained
with cordiulity, good-n'ature‘, and all
the kindnefs which the fatisfa¢tion and
happinefs of rejoining-a fellow cap-
tive, who, like himfelf, after incredi-
ble fuﬁ'ermors, ‘had efcapcd from {la-
very, could infpire. He confirmed
every circumftance I had heard refpect-
ing their efcape, and feemed to recall
thofe paft misfortunes witha kmd of

aw ful pleafure to his memory.
~ Seven days after my arrival at Ma-
fulipatam, I took the opportunity of
an old Parriah veffel, entirely manned
by blacks, to embark for Madras with
two more Europeans of that eftablifh-
ment.
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ment. We were in fight of Fort St.

George, when a violent gale of wind

drove us our to fea again and toffed the

damaged and leaky thip about for feve-
ral days with unabated fury.  Fortune
feemed not yet quite tired of perfecuting

me, for we laboured in vain to recover |

the roads of Madras.. Thirty-fix days.
~we lived on a quarter of a feer of bad
rice, a few falted onions; and half a
pint of water perday, {uffering confe-
quently not lefs from ‘want and the fear
of ftarving than the danger of founder-
ing.  The fouthern monfoon drove the
veflel, in the mean time, up the bay
in {pite of us, but e did not reach
Ingelee until the 6th of June, two days
after all our provifions on board had
been confumed.  On the 7th we made

fhift to proceed up to Kedegree in hopes~

of relief, and luckily fell in with a
pilot vetiel, where, with the other Eu-

ropcans,

3

=~
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ropeans, I was taken. on b{oa‘rsl, and
fome food and refrethment given us.
The next morning we were fent on
thore to Mr. Wheatly, who treated ui
veryﬁ humanely, kept us a .cot‘lplcf of .
days to recover firength, and then fur-
nithed us with provifions and a b'oat.
On.the 11th of June,.1791, Larrived
at Fort William, after an abfence of tenr
‘ycars and eight months ; threc.month_j
and twenty-five days of which bac
been {pent in the fer.vice of my coun(-1
try, nine years, ninc months, lan,S
twenty-two days in {lavery, part graa-
a prifoner of war, and partly. as‘ah pri
tive retained in cleﬁanm; »qf faith anc

3 .
the law .of nations..
S * ¥ K ¥

The above is a relation of \Vhflt one
obfcure individuziquuffered, ,}Vhllﬁ ;n
the ‘power of a conqueror who degracs ¢s
humanity. A little before I left Se-
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two mierchants from the Nizam’s do+
. minions, who fuffered with aftonithing

fortitude ; they - were daily, during thc
Cutcherry hours, which ar¢ from ught
in the morning until fix i in the evening,
Pinioned w1th their arms and legs to
the ground, and whillt in this poﬁure

Twnfr on’ theIr backs,. with their faces:

to the fun, a fellow on each fide lce ept
continually pnckmg them “vith long
and pointed ncedles. 'Three lacks of

rupees was the ftipulated price for their

releafe, but tothing could be exacted
from them, except the promxfe of re.
mitting the money - if- they were f{uf-
fered to return to their homes, on the
pt,rfoxm'mce of which Txp},oo how-
ever, did not feem much inclined to
rely. The whele prbpert} of {uch ag
die (which is nothing uncommon )
under the rack, if dIfCO\Cer, is con-
fifcated, but as the proprictor, in gene-~

ral,
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ral, éntrufts very few with the his
ding=place of ‘ his .money, it is not:
often found out. ~I cannot tell what'
became of thefe two men, but I have
known many others that were really
thought and known to poflefs money,
hold out till the laft moment, without
betrajfing their poﬁ'e_{ﬁ(zns.; Marty'rs
of this kind are. very-common in
India. ' -

I cannot conclude this narrative with~
out exprefling my acknowledgements
to the gentlemen in Bengal, who gene-

"roufly exerted themfelves in my be-

half on my firft arrival, and, moved by
my fufferings, offered me their aid z%nd
fupport. The kind recommendation
of thefe gentlemen, as well as that of
{feveral others, induced Colonel Mur-
ray, the Military Auditor General, to
commiferate my fituation; and to his
good offices and liberal interpofition,

P it
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4

it'is owing that I'have recovered my-
full arrears of pay for the Whole time-
of my 1mpr1fonment ' Lo
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