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PROLEGOMENA*

This special issue of the Bulletin is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah,
who founded the periodical, edited it. and guided its destiny for an unbroken spell of
twenty-four years. With this special issue, the Bulletin ceases publication. Vol No.l of
the Bulletin appeared in February 1971, and Vol XXIV, No.12, which was the last issue in
the ‘regular’ series, appeared in December 1994.  This makes for something like two
hundred and fifty issues without a break over a period of just under a quarter of a century.
The Bulletin Editorials, when put together, would constitute a remarkable compendium of
change and continuity in the economy and society of Tamilnadu, India and the world at
large over the decades of the “70s, the ‘80s and (a part of) the ‘90s: this, surely, is the stuff
of which archives are made. Every one of the Ediforials was written in long hand on ruled
foolscap, with the long hand becoming more and more painfully spidery with each
passing year. But, fill the end, the head and the heart which guided the long hand were
as unwavering as was the constancy of the Editor's commitment fo his task  If a person
did nothing else, from year's end to year's end, but edit the Bulletin, it would be cause for
not a lithe wonderment at Such stamina and consistency, but what is truly awesome is
that the Bulletin represented only a tiny fraction of this particular person’s immensely
crowded agendum. It might have been a tiny fraction, but it was a weighty one; like
many other relatively ‘small’ things in Dr.Adiseshiah’s life, the Bulletin, too, occupied a
privileged position in his scheme of things as something that needed fo be atfended fo
with care and commitment. The Bulletin was the organ that published the proceedings
of that other remarkable MIDS fixture invented by Dr.Adiseshiah: the monthly seminar.
Month after month, for eleven monthsin the year a speaker would be invited to address
a seminar on some developmentalissue. The Bulletin also, at periodic intervals, brought
out a painstakingly compiled Census of Social Science Research in Southern India.
Another teature of the Bulletin was its publication of selected papers presented at the
Institute’s annual Interdisciplinary Research Methodology Workshop.

DrAdiseshiah s energy and single-mindedness of purpose are deeply inspiring: they are
also not easily replicated, even on a diminished scale. Perhaps partly in anficipation of
this, and partly as a concession to a tiredness too long deferred, he had decidedd that
the Bulletin would cease publication in mid-*95: he invited Dr.C.T.Kurien to take charge of
ajournal, fo be called Review of Development and Change, that would, so to speak,
take over from the Bulletin.  The monthly seminar series, too, might be difficult to sustain
indefinitely into the future in its present form. Change is an integral feature of life, and
Malcoim Adiseshiah was no votary of the fossil: he would surely have welcomed evolution
and innovation.

b Very many of Malcolm Adiseshiah’s Editorials in the Bulletin began with a "Prolegomena’: it
seems night. for reasons of sentiment and affection. to preserve that practice in this the last,
special issue of the Bulletin. (For those that might have some difficulty with the Professor’s
classicism, as we did, the remedy is a dictionary: a prolegomenon is an infroduction).
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It is good to look to the future. But both science and attachment will ensure that this
Institute’s vision for the future will always be informed by a memaory of the values and
integrity that, in Malcolm'’s persona, went into the building of its past.  For just a moment
let us recall two vignettes from that past, the first of which is constituted by an excerp!
from the very first issue of the Bulletin, and the second by an excerpt from the very 1ast
issue both, unmistakably, authored by Malcolm Sathianathan Adiseshioh.

It was left fo the over score of economists drawn from all over Indio to keep
emphasizing the prior precondition of economic growth and economic
development whose methodology should itself be an exercise in social justice,
while growth and development are simultaneously the only sure base for any
effective programme of distribufive justice.  The cake must be shared equally
and for this there must be a cake and a growing one that can be shared”.

'In the end, as Gandhiji taught us, the only purpose of education is the building
of one’s character. This is what the Christian Faith teaches as Jesus did
through his many parables, of the wise virgins, of the men given tolents, ond
in his crucified form when he endorsed the words of the thief who was crucified
alongside of him on his right.  This is the simple and ultimate test of the entire
philosophy of education, its building men and women of character.  This is
really an urgent and appropriate issue and is the end purpose of all education,
because the ills of the world starting from cheating, corruption, violence.
murder, untruths, on to wars wrecking Somalia, Bosnia and our own Kashmir
and the designing, manufacutring and dropping of atom bombs is by men
and women who have had education some even at the highest level.  In
fact no illiterate, uneducoted person is involved in these grave
misdemeanours, only the educated are involved.  And so education must
develop our character, if we are to serve ourselves, our society and our God
in the image in which he created us.

L &

Malcolm Sathianathan Adiseshiah
A Biographical Sketch

The followig piece is a brief review of certain important features of Malcolm Adiseshiah’s life. It would be
futile to attempt anything like comprehensiveness in dealing with such a vast subject in S0 short a space, and
that attempt, according Iv, has not been made here, Nevertheless. there are many aspects of Dr. Adiseshiah's
life that have remained unknown 10 many people - including in particular, to the people who have worked
for vears with him. This piece may help inproviding a broadly informative outlin? of Dr. Adiseshiah's life

and umes - even if ir often only assumes the form of recording certain important milestones in his personal
and public life.



Dr. Malcolm Sathianathan Adiseshiah
A Biographical Sketch

"... Those who had the privilege of working with him from the early years of
fechnical assistance, and the following years of growing success and
achievements, witnessed the outstanding performance of o man whose
extraordinary vision immediately recognized the opportunity offered,
projected ifs potentialities into the future and made the dream come
frue. This required no less than the towering quality of his intelligence, his
rare organisational ability and resourcefulness. his uncommon physical
stamina, his unrelenting pace of work and unflinching dedication to the
fask at hand and a faith coupled with realism which carried mountamns. "

This quote from Rene Ochs, former

UNESCO Director, about sums up Adiseshiah’s
personality.

Born on April 18, 1910 at Vellore (now in Tamil Nadu). this second son of varanasi
Paul Adiseshiah. professor of philosophy and principal, Voorhees College. Veliore.and
Grace Nesammah Adiseshiah, had his education at Voorhees Schoal, and College:
Loyola College, Madras; King's College, Cambridge; and the London School of
Economics and Political Science, London, where he obtained his doctorate in economics.

Adiseshiah began his career as an economics lecturer at St. Paul's College.
Caleutta. where he served between 1931 and 1936, For six years from 1940 he was
professor of economics at Madras Christian College (MCCQC), where he. taught the first
tatcn of tne economics honours class (1941-44). His feaching career laid thes tordations
for a life-long interest in education. He intfroduced to Madras stucients Keynesian
economics, pesides instilling in them certain values, as reflected in his "t
he left them by themselves without any invigilation. He introduced. frr the first time.
seminars  to supplement  class-toom lectures. He also started the  Rpurl Service
League fo enable students to render service even while learning how,
funcrioned at the grassroots level *

il tests” when

the  cconomy

Adiseshiah joined the World University Service in Genevain |
Deputy Director of the Department of Exchange in 1948, He
Direcfor, cne of the ‘six highest executive posts, then as Assistant
finally, as Deputy Director-General in which capacity he conti
years of his 22-years career with UNESCO.

Q46 et UNESCO as
WQs Gromotend first Gs
Directrr-(Gen=ral and
nued tor e ast eignt

When in August 1949 UNESCO adopted Resolution 227 (X). estr asming the
éxpanded programme of technical assistance for economic deyeinpment of
underdeveloped countries, Adiseshiah grabbed the chance. chief

, He became he
architect of the operational programme of UNESCO, faking the

nitiative: 1o expand 11¢

*  MrEnc Prabhakar's and Bishop Sundar Ciarke's reMminIscer
few orher biographical details.
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cover dlt countries, with emphasis on underdeveloped nations.  Its budget grew from
$2.8 million in the 1950s to a whppping $300 million when he left Paris in 1970.

He distributed this carefully among the 127 member- countries in the developing
world establishing over 120 projects a year. He was responsible for the Karachi Plan for
Universal Primary Education for Asia, the Addis Ababa and Santiago Plans for African
and Latin American educational development and corresponding science plans for
Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The technical assistance projects funded by UNESCO in India under his stewardship
included: NCERT New Delhi; first educational TV broadcasts; the reorganisation of the
Films Division of India: the renovation of ten temples in Tamil Nadu; US $12 million
worth eguipment to Bombay and Kharagpur IITs;  fhe development of Aeronautical
Erigineering at MiT, Madras; provision of experts and eqguipment to Alagappa Chettiar
College of Technoiogy. Madras;, commissioning of Rajaji to franslate Thirukkural into
English and later publishing that classic in French, Spanish, Russian, German and Arabic;
the publication of the UNESCO Art Album on Ajanta; and the publication of the UNESCO
Courier’ in Hindi and Tamil.

As acting director-general of UNESCO., he inaugurated the Third World Tamil
Conference in Paris in 1969 - delivering his address in three languages Tamil, French and
Engilish. In 1970, his last year with UNESCO. he organised its cooperation in sefting up
the International Institute of Tamil Studies in Tamil Nadu.

Just befcre his return to Madras, at the age of 60, in September 1970, he and his
vife tlizabeth registered in Paris a Trust for starting the MIDS. The MIDS started functioning
from January 1971in one of their properties in Adyar - a Madras suburb.  Then followed
the publication, Bulletin - Madras Development Seminar Series’. the annual Ph. D. Scholars
and Guides Workshop: the annual Meeting of the Social Scientists of Southern Universities;
and the annual Inter-disciplinary Research Methodology Waorkshop and the annual
cormpiiation of Census of Social Science Research in the four scuthern states.

wWhen inMarch 1977 the MIDS was reconstituted as a national institute, under the
joint sponsorshin: of the Indian Council of Social Science Research and the Tamil Nady
Government, the Adiseshiah’s gifted to it land. o building, a library, furniture. and
equipment besides a generous endowment.  MIDS undertakes studies and research
on  developmentalissues on the economy, polity and society with special reference
to Tamil Nadu.

Though Adisestiah relinquished the directorship of MIDS in 1978, he continued to
evince keen interest in its activities, remained one with it, and continued as chairman
of its Governing Cr il fill the end. He was responsible, along with the  directors
and  the faculty. building up MIDS's reputation in the country and abroad.

Even while encouragingideas to clash to generate moreideas, he could dissipate
fhe heat, throwing at the same time that much more light on the: debates.  Adiseshiah
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fiercely and steadfastly maintained the autono
it by obtaining funds with strings attached.
one of the best social sciences libraries. He h
for research in the social sciences,

my of MIDS, not wiling  to compromise
The MIDS, which he assiduously built. has
as bequeathed o major part of his savings

When Adiseshiah was appointed Vice-Chan
amaninahurry to rejuvenate this fast degeneratin
known what he wanted to achieve and, when h
forget to review what had been accomplished g

cgllgr of Madras University. he was
g institution. He immediately made
e relinquished office in 1978 did not

nd what remained 1o be done.
He prepared a 15-year perspective

plan for the University: inj
: ‘ . Y. and in eaqrs
decentralised its functions, gave authority to the affiliated  coy N just three y iy
graduate students without the approvatl eges fo admit pos

of the University st
’ . start fs
such as econometrics, education, adut education, areq i ot et st

He gave autonomy to select colleges  on the basis of the recommendations
of the Kothari Commission. He infroduced the semester system ;Jrroﬂged
orientation courses for adaptationto the new system, infroduced écommuniw
service scheme into the curriculum and organised  studies to improve the existing
conditions of affiliated colleges. He gave autonomy to the two post-graduate Centres
at Trichy and Coimbatore, and appointed directors to head them s0 that they do not
have to depend on the headquarters for every decision.  Ihis paved the way for their
smooth transition into universities. In 1976, he was conferred the Padma Bhushan and IN
1978 he was nominated fo the Rajya Sabha for six years.  He carried to Parliament his
conviction and his qualities as a humanist, critic and reformer ang acquitted  himself
creditably as an able and eloquent member, receiving attention and respect.

Despite the official preoccupations, Adiseshiah pursued his various activities with
enthusiasm and vigour. He served the Tamil Nadu Planning Commission for many years.
As its vice-chairman from 1971 to 76, he was instrtumental in  the preparation of
many perspective plans for TamitNadu including one on education. He was a membper
of the Steering Committee of the Union Planning Commission. He was a member Of
the Advisory Committee on the Asian Research Programme and the Asian Conference
on Teaching and Research in Social Sciences. He was coordinator ot the UNESCO
working group on the New International Economic Order With alively interest in
environmental issues, he was a member of the UN International Committee  of
Consultants on Environment. He was associated with the India International Centre (1C)
since 1961, and was elected a life trustee in 1978, Ever interested in its activities. Ne
starfed the ‘Economic Affairs Group’ whose discussions have influenced decisions
on important issues of public policy. He was concurrently the president of the governing
bodies of the Council of Social Development and the Instifute of Social Sciences.
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Delhi: and succeeded Mr. G. Ramanujam as the president of the National Centre for
Industrial Harmony, Madras.

Adiseshiah's contributions fo the growth and dynamics  of education are
numerous.  These include the devising of the curricula for primary and secondary
education; vocationatisation; preparation of teaching  material; introduction of
science and technology at appropriate levels; preparation of syliabi for collegiate
education; examination reforms; giving a new thrust to the quality. content, direction
and methodology of social science research; compilation and analysis of educational

data; and financing of education.

He was instrumental in the setting up of the Asian Social Science Research Council
in New Delhi and was its first president. He was Member of the Central Advisory
Board of Education, the Indian National Commission for Co-operation with  UNESCO,
the Indian Council of Social Science Research, the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), and the National Council of Teacher Education. He
was chairman of the panel which reviewed the functioning and .The fufure
development of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, and of the S'ocml Science
Department of Andhra University, Waltair. He also chaired the committee set up to
recommend the establishment of a Women’s University in Tamil Nadu.

Adiseshiah's lifelong commitment 10 educational develop.mgnt was noli
confined to formal education, but included non-formal, conjnumg and gdg
education. He was the founder of the Tamil Nadu Board of Confinuing EducoTqu in
1976 and was its president for four terms. He chaired .the Non-Formal Educ:gina
Curriculum Preparation Committee, 1976. He was president of the indian f
Education Association and the Vishwayuwak Kendra. He workéd ceoselessty. or
the cause of fotal literacy and was actively involved in the TQTQ\ literacy compc:\gr;
from its inception. He was adviser to the National Literacy Mission, .Govemme’n ' 2
India (1988), and the UGC Standing Committee oON Adult Education Commlizci‘)r‘.
He was instrumental in founding the State Resources Centre in Madras whose new pbuilding
is named after him.

As a witness to an era of technological change on a massive §cole, th(e:i firmly
believed that technology should be used to solve the problems it crea eT . He
advocated mass dissemination of knowledge of science and fgchnolcisy Q reqap
their benefits even while calling for innovations to control and rTHTIgOTe i ;5 e;:lls ’:hey
had generated. As president of the Tamil Nadu Council for Scnencle an epT ng og:;/\
from 1984 he devoted considerable time and effort to it. He was qSO associated wi
the activities to take science to the common man and was president of the Bharat
Gyan Vigyan Samithi (1989).

Adiseshiah made wide ranging contributions fo various aspects of eCO“OT;ES'
He did not approve of the wide disparities in income and emphasised the role of he



There are in the UNESCO archives 118 files of Malcolm'’s and even by a rough
estimate they have about 48,000 pages. | will record briefly two of his major areas of
work at UNESCO: First, his pioneering work of launching and developing technicdl

assistance projectsin the Third World; and second his eight-year spell as the Deputy Director
General.

The United Nations General Assembly, at its fourth session in November 1949,
authorised the Secretary General to open a special account to receive voluntary
confributions of member states, for the funding of the expanded programme of technical
assisfance for underdeveloped countries. It was a momentous resolution and opened O
completely new vista for the UN agencies. And, without amoment’s delay, the UNESCO
general conference in November 1949, approved the Organisation’s participation in the
expanded programme. In March 1950, a technical assistance section was established
which quickly expanded to a department, with Adiseshiah as director. It was all that he
had hoped for. from the beginning, and he entered his new assignment with joy and
passion, and with the certain knowledge that it was his destiny to care for the poor.

Malcolm was authorised to represent the Director-General at the technical
assistance board, set-up by the UN.  He was given authority, which he fully exercised. 10
organise the new department and the procedures and methods of operation. He
established area desks. corresponding to the UN geographical regions; an administrative
division, and a report and information unit which, inter alig, produced periodically d
technical assistance bullefin which served as a link between experts and provided
governments an insight into the more interesting field activities. All unit chiefs reported
directly to him and he trained them to understand and function on the basis that self-
reliance was the basic purpose of technical assistance and that it should be done by
building up the country's managerial, technical, administrative, and research capabilities.

Allin UNESCO were made to understand and respect the authority of the recipient
government, however poor or small, and its sovereign responsibility for implementing the
technical assistance projects in its teritory. The technical assistance department drew
heavily on the professional competence in various departments of UNESCO for the benefit
of the projects. The reflective, research-oriented, and normative work contfained in the

regular programme and the various experiences in other countries, selected after critical
examination, were made available to developing countries.

As technical assistance activites grew in its spread and experience under Malcolm
Adiseshiah’s stewardship. it gave as much as it got to the regular programme. The intimate
knowledge of developing member-states, which soon became the majority and whosé
needs were greater, brought more realism and relevance to UNESCO's programme. its
approach, methods of work and its activites. Full technical support from the bureau of
personnet and the exchange of persons service was obtained. A valuable roster of experts
and dossiers of centres of excellence for fellowship placements were maintained. The
visibility of the technical assistance programme, the immense needs of the developing

countr  of funds, dll demanded high degr{ee of re’furns_ The excellent
fesulttsrlzsézrcwlgcxj/;r:jé sazotrjr':l resulted in considercple fund I?Cﬁ;snetsb:ger expanded
Programme grew to the much larger Unife.d Nations Dere Epfunds forge gmm? and
Adiseshiah aimost single-handedly obfained Wor!dt on nsifive areq of udcc 'c:.nq
deve!opmeﬁt_ The Banks were reluctantto get 'nYOIVed |: dhe Sii ah Convmcedemuco;;) -
“brick and mortar is our kind of pusiness” they S_OI'd' But lse.s nd social devel em fhat
education was of decisive importance in attaining economICﬁCI 4 the m ozmem‘.
t was he along with a World Bank Vice- PreS|d€r.ﬁ' who drarie | and fim?/\chdu? o
Undersfor'\dmg signed in 1964 by the UNESCO Director-General an e vorla Bank

President.
never a minute Iate fo enfer his office at nine in
, . ch at 1.30 in the afternoon and never leaving the
igirggfnr;?%e?gg% hoofr:‘;;?' :1: family knew f'ull well TheseT ;CT?L:IZS' and 'od'jusfled
ACcordingly. Malcolm's father a professor of phllosophy and eb..frs h.flo(; :'”nC‘ p;] of
Vooreheegs éoue e agnd a man of discipline and regglonfy (: h:]] ; ; OVEI ef . IZ lsocnk or g
stay of three rno?wrhs in Paris. The father must have his Iung of (.j hY hein ; sn‘
Malcoim an hour later. Both father and son preferredb:ndnzrr\‘ hoeor Ho:déc éutsheewoirz
Ipartment, only Elizabeth could deliver. She hqdopro em n herh mon. utshe wosa
resourcefu" erZon as she had o be dealing with such ame uc;f L: ° Séf ”'” hen
One wa P : nifted the clock an hour back qﬁer breakfast an | g or
s around. she shi espective ways. Elizabeth, known affectionately as

irr
gth had eaten and r?or:z :gre rl\erlcolm and left him completely undisturbed to pursue
NChu. kept a good ho

his work single-mindedly-

Malcolm worked 10 hours @ day.

t by two, the Director General and his

repeatedly, af leas :

- Maicolm had to bé :)Y'Esiig: est non-elective post of Deputy Director General. For
]L;n«or emissary. to ocCeP ersed in helping the Third World with specific projects: the

' .Veors, he had beeh imm oducation in select areas, producing literary primers,
Mversalisation of priman for adult education, curriculum materials for primary

- igns
Methodologies and material A5 n. and a hundred others. Many of them were

. i educatio
;Cof:ools, improvement ofh Sg:,z:;:tesf arted and would take several years. Why, then, accept
Yet complete, some

the ele i which will only take him a step furff}heerwoy from grou.r;d redlities
fhat p vation, Q posknow <o well over the last 12 years® His natural cuthc?n Y Was not
bo e hoq got to Lt on missions occomp”Sh?d' resour'cefulness, enthusufsm and an
Uncid on hierarchy bu ihe art of teaching. uttimately, in 1962, he accep ed the post
mmon mastery over with a tacif understanding that he will continue to have

of : |, but o -
OnDOepufY Director -(Zintye;sf technical assistance activities of the organisation.
ver-ali responsioil

ces of Ministers of Education, which he initiated, continued
t The Regional Cpnferennd The first was in Karachi in 1960, onq the next in Addis
: be in his charge till 'the e ) donniﬂg conferences of the developing countries of the

baba They were policy an 4 set the pattern for conferences in the Arab states, Latin

fgioﬂ» at the highes! ‘e\;el'(;n They were initially in the education sector but soon the
Merica and the Caribbedn



Students from poor families, whose parents are illiterate or with low education, do
not have this kind of parental support, which is decisive in regard to academic
achievement at the high school and university level. Therefore, at all these levels of
education, additional compensatory education for students from poor families becomes
essential.

This brings to the fore the special responsibility of the teacher in his relationship to
the learning responses, or non-responses of his students, especially of those from poot
families. Almost all teachers are from the non-poor sector of society and so there is a
starting cultural gap between fhe teachers and the students from the poverty sector.
Further, the teachers are at the secondary and college levels trained or brought up in @
tradition, where the teaching is addressed to the students in general, and not o the
particular condition and situation of each student. Education in the end is a one-to-oné
relationship, which involves a dialogue among the learners. But in effect teaching hOS
become a monologue which means there is litle or no learning. Also, the teachers aré
involved much more in trade union type activities paying very little attention to teaching.
learning, research, etc. The question that is raised here is in the selection of persons who
enter the teaching profession whether there should be an element of persondl
commitment, a sense of vocation that should be tested?

While this kind of test may be difficult on a vast scale by the government, should @
start be made by voluntary organisations running schools and colleges? A related issue
is - can teachers regain a sense of their vocation as long as education is a routine
government/bureaucratic exercise? A second issue is the content of the training of
teachers. As the mgjority of the society is in the poor sector and as children from that
sector should form the maqjority in our schools to start with should not the training
programme of our teachers include a study of the nature of society - of the affluent
minority and the poor majority, an understanding of the culture of the poor, and how
learning can be directed to meet the special features of that culture? Above all, given
the fact that poverty will be with us for some time, should not the training of the teachef
include ways and means of the school (and the teacher) going out to the students from
the poor families to help them learn, instead of only waiting for them to come in to theé

school.  This will also help solve the problem of hostility and negativism. which the class
room arouses among students from poor families.

There is also the problem of curriculum and textbooks. The curriculum is at presenf
rather heavily oriented towards the well-to-do, urban, non-agricultural culture of sociely:
This could be in part corrected. if a certain part of the curriculum/syliabus is allowed 10
be developed by each school, both in relation to culture characterising the region In
which itis located and the response of the school going out to the students, in a kind of
school wthout classroom walls. Some of the curriculum/syllabus will have to be common
to the district, region, and/or state, but a part varying from 30-50 per cent should be left
to the teacher and the students to develop. This means that the teacher has to bé
trained during his fraining college days in this kind of curricular development by the school
as part of its learning and educational responsibiities.

Similarly. some parts of the textbooks - both in natural and social sciences and in
the languages - should emanate, if not from each school, o least from a group of schools
in @ district or block, so that the teachers and students are, while learning to abstract
from reaility, also deal with the real world around them. Thisinvovies fhg state deportmen'ff
of education allowing schools fo develop in part their curricula/syllabi, gnd some gf thelr
textbooks. On that basis, the training of teachers should involve training them in the
theory and practice of curriculum development and textbook production.

At the level of higher education, in the arts and science colleges and universities,
there is a very sefious situation. Not only at the level are '80 ger cent of the benefits -
Whatever they are in terms of completion of the college/university Céurse - a;?propnmed
by students from the top two to three deciles of socie'ryf, as noted earlier, f_he{e is enormous
waste involved in the moftions that are gone through in the areas of teaching. texfbc_aoks
and boards of studies etc. Fees charged from the well-to-do tsfuden'rs ar.e "‘?s_e ﬁx.ed
three or four decades ago plunging universities and colleges. into financial ’dlfﬁculfles_
The examinations hove become A farce, as far as recording a student’s learning
attainments is concerned. |

Under these conditions, arts and sciences educqhon needs o be resfrug'rured
through: (a) admitting to it students who have an apfitude for higher education, as
evidenced in a test designed for the purpose. .(b) 80 per centofthe odmifsnons be reserve(.j
for students from the poverty sector who will be given loan scholarships tohc.over 'The,,
boaord, lodging and textbooks; (c) all other sfudents.to bg chgrged fees w '1ch will be
raised every two years till they reflect the rate gf inflation in 'rheb cou:jrn;, (d)lstfu?y
programmes should be semesterised and be subjecfgd fo a gtﬁrg ef o ": ernal tests,
such as quizzes, home assignments, internal exoms, seminars c?r; i r.ory V:Scrj as i im:Or?;
of continual interest assessment; (e) a cumulaﬂve_ recgrd c: efimlgi .s - :l \g c fw,
replace the external examination. | conclude that in this res ruci re "|Igb: e :cc; ,;n'
in which community and social service in rural and urban slums w part o e

curriculum, the culture of the poor will receive its share of attention.
’ * J Kk
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Social and Economic Change. Bangalcre

Bishop Hurber Hall, Madras Christion
College. Madras,

Urjesco Regional Office for Education in
Asia and South Pacific Bulletin, Bangkok. Thailang
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Lorg Term FhiscalPolicy and
Busiget 1986-87 ang Growih

Unasco’ The Interngtional
Centre of Intellectual
Excellence

A Jentative Balance Sheej
nf the New Education Policy

Some thoughts on the
concepts and forms of
distaonce education

Quaglity in Production

The Focus of Chrstian Education
within the reality of Poverty in
Educction

The frightening Adult Education

Scene and the courage of
Madhuri Shah

Universaksing Pnmary Educanon
nra Adut lteracy by 2000 AD
in Agig and tre Pacitic

is there an Economic Raotionale
for SAARC

Economics: Retrospect

and Prospect

Aduit Education and Chitdren’s
foucgation

Nuclear Energy in Indian
Cevelopment in 200G AD

L nking Higher Egucation and

Moy maEnt

AN

roasctiety and Tecnnical
Aumation Institutions
Lrersaisrg Prmary EJucanon
rr Adut Literocy DY 2000 AD
r Asia & the Pacifc
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Some sray thoughts of Ingian

~ary Deveicpmert ior tne 90s

National Symposium of Calcutta Chamber
of Commerce

The Alladi Centenary Foundation
Madras

Special Issue of the New Frontiers
Education, New Delhi.

Special issue on Distance Education
of the Journal of AlU, New Delhi.

Press iInformation Bureau, New Delhi.

CommemorationVolume, Rt.Rev.Bishop
Sundar Clarke.

Souvenir of the Indian Adult Education
Association on the occasion of the
presentation of the Nehru Literacy Award
to Madhuri Shah, New Delhi.

Directorate of Adult Education.
New Delhi

Inaugural issue of South Asia
Journal, New Dethi.

Economique, Madras Christian
Coliege. Madras.

Annual Volume of the Society for
Children’s Education, New Dethi.

Preparing India for the year 2000 -
indian Assoctation of Social Science
institutions, New Delhi.

Seminar, Indian Society for Educationists,
Madras

Souvenir of the Hindustan institute of
Engineernng Technology, Madras.

Teacher Today, Bikaner, Rajasthan.

Chartered Secretary, Institute of
Company Secretaries of India, New Delhi.

Souveni of Golden Jubilee of Kerala
University.

Dairy Indio Year Book 1988, New Delhi
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Aprit 5, 1986.

April 23, 1986.

September 1986.

September 23, 1986.

October 31, 1986.
January 1987,

January 6, 1987.

February 17, 1987.

February 26th, 1987.

March 25, 1987.

May 22, 1987.

1987

July 1987.

March 3, 1988.

March 4, 1988.

March 1988

March 1988,

Apnl 29, 1988,



Some Adult Literacy Imperatives Book on Literacy Learning, Ministry of

Public Enterprises and

Privatisation

industry’'s need for

technological Upgradation

Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan -
his internationalism &

Universalism

A Vice Chancellor Remembers -

Child Centred Education - Its
implications for the future

The SAARC Problematique:

India’s Role

Social Science Including
Education and the status

of women

Pros & cons of exercising

Nuclear Option

Nationai Values
*

he Universalist and internation-
aiist i Sarvapail Raahakrishnen

Electrcnic Media and its

Role in Society

iiteracy and Poverty

Education - Why, How & Whither

of its planning

Competitiveness in the Private
Sector in the Vit Plan

Suggestions for 19909}

The Economic Adequocy of the

Budget for 1990-91

Human Resources Development. Department
of Education, New Delhi.

A maonograph for Centre for Studies n
Public Management. Indian Institute of
Management, Calcutta.

Economic & Social Change. Bangalore

Radhakrishnan on his Centena
ry in Raya
Sabha,New Delhi, Y

The Vice Chancellor Remember,
DeporT_ment of Public Administration,
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur

National Symposium - National Councl!
of Educational Research and
Training, New Delhi.

SAARC perspective, Kathmandu

Sitver Jubilee Souvenir of Government
Arts College for Women, Kumbakonam

Summing up proceedings of Nationgi
workshop on Nuclear Power Plant
with special reference to Kaiga,
indian institute of Science, Bangalore

Special Conference organised by the
implementation Committee Commemorating
the 40th Anniversary of Independence K
& Jawaharlal Nehry Centenary. Calcutta

Roohoknshno_n Commemoration Volume
Council of Philosophical Research New Dems

Souvenir of the Annuat Conference
of the Programme

Staff Association of Al India Radio ong
Doordarshan, New Deini

Literacy Lessons Pamphiet. Internationey:,
Bureau of Education, Geneva

Dr,D,M.Nonjundoppo Volume, Institute for
Social & Economic Change. 8angalore

Special Annual Issue of Indi
F ian Merch '
Chamber, Bombay., enants

Request of Ministry of Finance. New Diziry

Specml Issue of Budget Jourmnal Institute
of Company Secretaries, New Deir
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Some stray thoughts on Higher
Education in Andhra Pradesh

Demographic and Socio
Economic Atributes of Rural
Urban Migration

issues in Development of Higher
Education

Bharat Gyan Vigyan Jatha for
Literacy Promotion

Some Notes on Indian
Education and .its
International Relations

Some Notes on Employment
and Unemployment

Education ond National
Development

Perspectives on Science.
Technology & Development

The Third Worla: A call for
collective Self Reliance

ingdign Political Structure:
Reflection on the nexf phase
Economic & Social Planning

scme Aspects of the Union
Budget 1991-92

crghienges Facing Industty

some Ranaem Thoughts on
Poguiation and Regional
Development

gocial Secunty - A Giobal
Arproach

cme thoughts on
ccentraised Proquchion

W

n Two Remarkable BOCKS

oy
~

Avnasningam - A mon of vision

Ceroturct Agustment in the
waian Economy” BosiIC issue
ara New Poicy ntialives

Andhra Pradesh, State Council of Higher
Education, Hyderabad.

National Seminar on Housing -Future
Prospects and the Processes, School of
Architecture & Planning, Anna
University. Madras.

Are new policies succeeding? The indian
Context and Perspectives in Higher
Education and Equity - Address & Arlicle

- Conterence of Executive Heads of
Commonwealth Universities, AlU, New Delhi.

Special ILY Publication, Directorate
of Adult Education, New Delhi.

A chapter for Administration of Education
in India (Second Edition).Indian Association
of Teochers Educators, Jabalpur.

Planning Commission, New Delhi.

Souvenir of 75 years, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi.

A K.N. Reddy Volume on Towards
Technology for Sustainable Development,
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.

Commemorative volume on Mr.Singhvi's 60th
birthday, Madras.

Contribution to the above Volume,
ingian Law Institute, New Delhi.

Chartered Secretary, The Institute
of Company Secrefaries of India,
New Delhi.

Souvenir - The Society of Auditors,
Madras.

19th Annual Session of the Indian
Science Congress, Calcutta.

International Convention of Senior
Citizen-cum-Pensioners, Madras.

Birth Centenary Celebrations of Jamnalal
Bayaj, Gandhigram Rurat institute, Gandhigram

Special Number, Universal News to

Commemorate the X World Book Fair, New Delhi.

Avinashiingam Memorial Volume, Combatore.

A chapter for Structural Adjustment
in Ingdian Economy, Bihar University.
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March 30, 1990.

August 10, 1990,

January 14, 1991,

July 25, 1990

November, 1990

February 12, 1991.
February, 1991.

May 1991

June 1991

July 1991

July 31, 1991,

August 9, 1991,

August 16, 1991

Qctober 16, 1991,
December 10, 1991
December 3, 1991,

February 25. 1992
July 1992



Role of Society, Particularly the
Prvate Sectar in University
Education

Glebatisation of the fconomy

Tne Toral Liveracy Progromene
Hengins ana slacks

My iaurrey threugn Adutt
Education

Tamit Nadu Econemy -An
Querview

A Brief Gver-view of Distance
Education

Roieof sha Lbrary in the
University

Seme Comments on Honey Bee

MrMenainga

cf Education

he Presert Ecanomic Situation -
BOP & Prices

ncustng! Policy - Past. Prasant
and Futute Perspectives

tauzanon: Tne Normative
[Xonan) frame and e Actygl

feomomic Ouhiook for 1993

Some Comments on
Tam Nedu An Economic
Acoraisat 1991

Miscetlaneous Papers/lectures
Bapers

Educaticr ond Rural
Development

Scme notes on Eaucation
:

inancing

Structures - international ang
Nationa! - and Development

M and His concept Special issue of

Spectqi Number Uriversity News, Asscen
of Indlian Universitias, New Deihi

A chapter in Resrrucrunng the Indian
Economy - Binar Unwversity

Internationat Literacy Doy Vo
Directorate of Adui Educanon, New D

25t Anniversary Publication o
Convergence - Internationa, Councy
for Adult Education, fotonto, Canada

Special Mid Week Review on Tams v
of Economic Times, Modras. 4

Kokaﬂyg Journal of Distance Edus
- Kakatiya University, Waranga

Ao

Univea"si?y News for IFLA Associanon
ol Indian Universitias, New Der

Quo{rerly Newsietter . EXCartrmnyg -~
Education, Magras ‘

the Annun Magazre
’ 1agazee
Natchimuthy Polytechnic. Poliacy,

Souvenir Consumer

s Councy of eeye
Madras. AR

A chapter for fhe Book Ingian Hisrory
Dy the Facuilty of Commerce,bomms
Hindy University, Varanagy i

AN Essay in the oufstanding Eryiy vy -
tor the book on rm Eds?w’) L " J
OrRC Metvotrg, Vice (;né}x:ﬁ—i# r'//' !
University, Allahat o B

Dalgi Sreer Madras.

MIDS Monttly Serminar

ihe Panel on Education
Qeveiopmem 3t Ihe vy,
Congress, Waltqy

he Seventn Commaon
conference on ne (¢
Education Aeema, ¢;

9072 fetitey;

Q5N e

Wetm b

NGy of
hgmc

The internationg| Conte
Educo?ron, Dar-es-saig
~ouncit for Aguit Eaue

Tence on Ay,
QM. internogy

atian. Cancy
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Some Notes on Socio Economic
Problem of Developing
Countnes

Tcwaras an Afro-Asian Learning
Society  An Environment
Educanon Continuum and
Conflict

Towards @ Learning Society

Some Notes on Careers in
Applied ScientificResearch
in Technology

Current Chatlenges and
Response of University Youth

Some Notes on The Role of the
University in Integrated Rural
Development

Some Economic Aspects of Life
in india Today

Scme Thoughts on Renovation
of Higher Education

internctional co-operation for
£gucational Reform in the 80s

Some Thoughts on the Keralo
Economy

The University and Nationat
Programme of Educahion

Restructuring of Indian
fgucction in the context of
Present Day Needs and the
Qole of Continuing education

Scme Rangom Reflections
on the Fegeral Polity

Nenformal Egucation and

Voluntary Agencies

Farticipaner of Teochers
.~ Agult Egucaton, EJuca
tonat Extension and

Community Development

Seminar on Science in the service of
Basic Human Needs, Committee on
Science and Technology in Developing
Countries, ICSU, Hyderabad.

The Colloque "Cuiture et Development”
Organised by Commite Scientifique
International Foundation Leopold Sedar
Senghor Dakar, Senegal.

Seminar on Alternatives in Education,
Organised by Indian Institute of Advanced
Study and ICSSR. Simla. .

Directorate of Employment and Training,
Madras.

Press information Bureau of the Govt.
of India, Shasthri Bhavan, Madras.

Association of indian Universities,
Coimbatore.

Seminar on Doing Theology in the
indian Context - United Theological Coliege.

Bangalore

Sitver Jubilee Celebrations Marthoma
College, Thiruvalia, Keraia.

UNESCO consultation on mojqr problem
areas of Educational Reforms in the ‘
1970s and 1980s. UNESCO House, Paris.

Seminar on Kerala Economy since
Independence, John Mathai Centre
for Economics, Calicut University.

Indian University Association for
Continuing Education, Annual Seminar
Saurashtra University. Rajkot.

Association of the Indian Universities,
Saurashtra University, Rajkot.

Seminar on the federal polity by the
Calcutta University Study Circle,
Calcutta University, Calcutta.

National Conference on Education
for Our People. Jesuit Education
Association of India, Bangalore.

UGC Zona! Conference, New Delni.
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August 10, 1976.

October 2-9, 19764,

November 26, 1976.

December 1976,

December 24, 1976,

January 17, 1977,

April 4-15, 1977

September 14, 1977.

October 24-28, 1977,

November 1977.

January 14, 1978,

January 15,1978.

March 22-23, 1978,

May 19, 1979

May 1979.



Adult Education Development
and NAEP

Educational Technology for
Adult/Continuing Education

Issues in the National Policy
on Education

Universities/Colleges and the
Programme ofintegrated Rural
Development

Role of Bocks in india Today

Aduit S2LCaron 2nd the Urban

193

Can
=3

cie Cof the Ageing in tne
ZLE0ping Society

Puoic Sector Returns: Measure
and Aceguacy

National integration

tducation Trends and Prospects

Mo

2me Thoughts on Continuing
aucation: Status and Future
ractions

[}

Some Thoughts on the Rale of
Agncuttural institutions in
Cernnuing tqucation

The Contribution of the Elderty
10 Deve.coment

Centre Stare Universityang
~Cc‘éegez Partnership in
tducanon

Literacy and Nonforma!
rdicaron Reaching the
Lnreached

Roe of Universities in
internationct Coopearation for
Deveiopment

Annual Conference, Indian Adult
Education Association, Amritsar.

Xl Annual Conference of the Indian
Association for Programmed Learning
and tducational innovation, Banaras
Hindu University, Banaras.

Seminor on Education, Indign Social
Science Institute, New Delhi.

NAEP unit of Gorakhpus University
Gorakhpur, '

Seminor on Distribution of Books in
India, Federation of Pubilishers ang
Books Sellers in Indig, New Delh.

WorkingvSession on Adult Education
International Aid and Poverty, Imefn

! ctiong
Council For Adult Education, washs o

ngton DL
Preparatory Conference for N Worlg
Assemply on the Eiderly Worlg Health
Organisation, Mexico City.

National Seminar on Critefig for
Performance Evaluation the Putiic Sector

Institute of Public £nter,
te pPrises and#
Administration, Madras. uone

Golden Jubilee Celebrations, Depantmens
of Telugu, University of Madras, Modros“

Department of Educati

on P
Unesco, Paris. nnng
Annual Seminar, Indian
Association for Contin
Nagpur.

University
uing Education.

Notior}uo\» Seminaron Ingian Unive
Association for Continuing t auc
Agricultural University, Ludhiane

World Heqlth Day. World He
COrganisation, Geneva

fsity
ahon,

alh

Fs)osrcemenmol Silver Jubilee
YMPOosium of Bom 1
Somo bay University.
South ang Cer
Associateq Co
Caleutta.

Mial Regional Conference
untry Women of the Worlas,

Unesco Re

A gonal Office tor Eaucation .

$1a Ond Pacific Bulletin, Bangkok, Thaian:y
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The Next Step on International
Financial and Monetary Issues

Lome Il and the North South
Negotiations

Socio fconomic imperatives
and the Christion Response

Nationat Seminar on UNCTAD, Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi.

National Seminar on India & Africa
in world offairs, Sri Venkateswara
University, Tripathi. :

Colloquium on Christian Perspectives
on Contemporary Issues, institute for
Development Education, Madras.

Cooperation for Literacy among International Seminar, International
internationat/intergovernmental Council for Adult Education & German

and Nongovernmental
Orgonisations

Uni. Muiti and Inter Disciplines
in the Social Sciences in
Developing Countries

RoleofTechnicians in the Indian
Economy

Some Focets of South South
Cooperation

Role of Universities as Agents
of Change

Lnion State Relations in the
Economic and Fiscal Areas

Some Thoughts on Project
Formulation and Approrsq! of
water Supply and Sanitation

Economic Aspects of the Union
Budget for 1084-85

Doordarshan for Social Change

£ gucationists Tasks in the
Seventn Plan

Contripution of Decentralised
Pignning to Grow!h and
Cevelopment

some Notes on the New

£ aucation PohCy

T rianc:al Imencahons cf the
3 on Arrack and Todday N
Tarat NoGu

Eronties in KerQia's
WM eI eiitoll

Foundation for internationat Development,
Berlin.

World Social Science Development
Committee, Cairo, Egypot.

Natchimuthu Polytechnic SilverJubilee
Souvenir, Pofiachi.

Item 3(B), Seminar on Infernational
Economic Cooperation, Rabindra Bhorati
University, Calcutta.

Seminar on Higher Education in the
Fighties, India International Centre,
New Delhi.

Seminar on Centre, State Relations of
Tamil Nadu Academy of Political Sciences,
Madras.

Il South East Asia Regional Course,

Anna University of Science and Technology,

Madras.

Chartered Secretary, The Institute of
Company Secretaries of india, New Delhi.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations Seminar,
Doordarshan Kendra, Madros.

125t Anniversary of St.Xavier's College.
Calcutta.

"Special Supplement to Economic Trends”,
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, New Delhi.

Nationa! Seminar of Vice Chancelior,
University of Madras, Madras.

State Seminar organised by the Minister
of Excise. Madras

Cochin Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
Cochin
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October 1982,

Becember 10, 19872.

January 1983,

October 16-20, 1983.

October 1983,

October 11, 1983,

December 1983.

December 9-11, 1983.

January 3-5, 1984,

February 1, 1984,

April 1984,
April 1984.
January 18, 1985.

fFepruary 1985.

October 11 & 12, 1985,

March 1986,

November 1987,



Seventh Plan Pointers

Universities and the National
tducation Policy

Naturat Resource Environment

The Travails of the Small
Entrepreneur

Some Notes an Tamil Nadu
Economy - 1G87-88

Some Nctas on famid Nady
Eighth Plan

The Rcle ond Functions of
Central Cocperative Banks

Tma Development Scenaro

Some comments on Tamil Nadu
An Economic Appraisal 1988

Some comments on
(Government of Ingia’s) Status
Paper on Indion Railways

Some Comments on
Tami Nadu @ An
Economic Appraisal 1989

Fscal Maragement in indiQ:
'ssues ana Oprions

D¢ Kumarappao,
Nacentralisahion and
Decentralised Planning

Some Notes on Fiscal Stability
ong Fiseal Consolidation

Tamit Nady - An £conomic
Appraisal 1990

Sarne Thougnts on 1ne
Universities ong the stote-
Giobal experence

and lesson for indig

The Hindu's inaugural g
Front Line., Madras

Ncﬁongt Conference of theAssociation
of Indian Universitias, Hyderabad.

Seminar on "india: the Em
Institute for Social and Ec
Bangalare.

National workshop on Employment Genera

gwrough Entreprenewys Development
epanment of Science and Techno
New Deihi, rology

MIDS Monthly Seminar

State Planning Commis

sion, Ezhit
Modras. "agham.

Platinium Jubilee Publication of the
Maharashira State Caoperative Bank,

Strqregic Seminar - international
Institute for Educational Planning, Pans

-MIDS monthly Semingr

Symposium. Chola Sheraton, Madras 4.

MIDS Monthly Seminar

qushop on fiscal Management in
India, lngéon Economic Association
Trust, University of Madras, Madras

National Seminar on the felevance

of Dckumarappa's Ideqs Todg:
. Kh
Bhavan Complex. Madras. v fhoal

Workshop of the the Indian Economic
Assaciation Trust tor Research ang
Development and Madras University
Schoot of Economics, Madras

MIDS Monthly Seminar Madras

Seminar on Indian Universit
and Reform, Centre for Ad

ministration
Change. Rajasthan.

29

ddress on lounching of

erging Chattenges”.
onomic Change.

¥ Systemn, Revitaisaten

November 10, 1984.

Decemper 1987
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Marcr 1990

July 25 96!

July 22, 199}

ALy 4 -5 R

January § 1997

July 27,1957

Maren 20 1753

Lectures

Problem of Youth Employment

in Asia and South Pacific

Some Thoughts on Higher
Educationin South Asia

Commonwealth Asia - Pacific Regional

Centre forAdvanced Studies in Youth
Work, Chandigarh.

Ramanathan Memorial Lecture, University

of Sri Lanka, Jaffna Campus, Sri Lanka.

Some Thoughts on Adam Smith’s Sir A Ramasamy Mudaltiar Lecture,

Doctrine of Division of Labour

Science in the Battie Against
Poverty

Some random thoughts on
UNESCO's contribution to
Educational Planning and
Administration,

Human Resources and Human

Relations

The University of Kerala, Trivandrum.

First GujarMat Modi Memorial Lecture,
Modi Science Foundation, Meerut.

UNESCO XXX Anniversary Lecture,
National Staff Collegefor Educational

Planners and Administrators, New Delhi.

Endowment Lecture, Employees
Federation of Southern India. Indian
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras.

Political Economy of Education A lecture in the series, "Political

Economics of Nonformal
Education

Economic Perspectives of the
fighties

Economy of Development” University of

Rajasthan, Jaipur.

R.L. Reddy Endowment Leciure, Sri Venka-

teswara University, Tirupathi.

A Lecture in the Series Science &
Society, The Asiatic Society of Bombay.

Problems of the Indian Economy Menezes Braganza Mernorial Lecture,

Economics of Energy Use in
Agriculture

poverty Let’s Fight it
Mid Term Review of the VI Plon
Egucation’s Pay Off

Higher Education Its Problems
Perspectives

Lapour in the Indian £coromy

faucation and the Lobour
Market

Institute Menezes Braganza, Goa.

Special lecture for thePlatinum
Jubilee of the Agricuttural College
and Research Institute, Coimbatore.

Sixth Juhanon Mar Thoma Memoriol
Lecture, Constitutionat Club, New Delhi.

Institute of Development Planning and
Studies, Vishakapatnam

Ther Duhr Memoriot Lecture, St.Xaviers
Ccllege. Bombay.

The first Vice Chancellor Professor P.S.Mani-
surdaram Endowment Lecture on Education,

Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli.

Firs: Stikantan Nair Memorial Lecture,
The Kerala Institute of Labour and
Employment, Trivandrum.

Dr P.C.Pavate Memoricl Lecture 1984,
Karnataka University, Dharwar.
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February. 1976.

April 16, 1976.
November 19, 1976.
December 10, 1976.

March 22, 1977.

March 25, 1977.

March 10, 1979.

March 16-17, 1979.
November 20, 1980.
January 15, 1981,

September 1981,

December 6, 1982.
June 1983.
September 23, 1983,

February 6,1984.

July 25, 1984,

August 2, 1984,
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Some thoughts on Agriculture in XV Lol Bahadut Shastsi Memoriol

{
) A AR
February 1985 H { ‘
the Seventh Plan Lecture, indian Agricultural Research l
Institute, New Dealni. @lh” N N L {

Some Thoughts on Educationin  The Madan Mohan Malaviva Lecture Mogar L& 41980 £ . . | 3
the Seventh Pion 1985, Banaras Hindu University, Banaras . QUL - .
The Resource Gap in theSeventh The Tenth TTKrishnomachari Naoaron 7 TgRs . iil
Plan Memorial Lecture, TTK Trust, Madras Recalhng MCI'CO m

Agricuitural Development Sir Williarm Mayer Endowment Lacture January 2322 1986 i emembers
ond Social Change 1983-84. University of Madras, Madras The Institute R
Some problems of the Puplic C.C.Desai Memoriay Lecture, Aaministrotive Fannpaey £ 98
and Private Sector Staff College of Ingia, Hyderabad

Social Justice in india e First JP Memorial Lecture

Noverrper 15 1986
Gandhian Institute of Studies, Bonaras
Search for Value for money in

Higher Education: implications
far Administrators

The Conference on University Decerrner 30686
Registratars and Adminisisotors
1gj Palace Hotel, New Deih.

Women and the Labour Market  Seminar on the changing statys of

women in the present day india, Lateto
College. Calcutta.

Coeeny
ARG LIARLE

Ot Plans. Planning and Beyond  Fitth C.0 Deshmukh Memorial Lecture

ndig In j sonuty A YRR
india Internatior al Centre, New Doty ¢
Future of Public & Private

Endowment Lecture, Economic Committae
Sectors in indio

. Meyy [ (GhRE
Andhra Pradesn, Ryderabag.
What is Deveiopment?

X Ingian Social Science Congress,

Nrgeserig o © 7 Lt
Indian Academy of Socigl Sciences,

New Delhi,
Zighth Plan Perspectives Sist Kale Memaoriay leClure, Gokhale Apai X, YRy

Institute of Politics ang Economics, Pune
Economics of Culture ond Kulapati Dek M Munst; Memono Denerepe 3 195
Cutture of Economics Oration, Bhoratiya Vidya Bhavan,

Cochin
Synoosis of Lecture on National Workshop on Futyres Stuaes, Lecemne 'y YRy
faucational Futures Stella Maris College, Madras
Gardn: and the indian Annual Ganahi Memorig) Lecture, SO0LSny T
Econcry 1000y Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Deln,

. - ) . < at Malc
Development ana Inaugurat Lecture indian Bank el W “the Institute have sent in their memories of this or that aspect of W"’I' ; al( (‘)Im had'
v ! H 4 ‘ [ e e .
Growth in e naon Economy Ef;ig\g:;?\;. Pondicherry Unwessity. Various members of f1e avs, such scatrered fragments will probably add up 1o o more catiiptete picture of
. In some wWdys. ) Cconstructed histories of his life.
. meant 1o them. ailable from more formaltly constructed histories o '

The Gap inthe Ingiar £20nomic  Tamil Nadu Agricultural University L I P R 77 the man than may be avaitable f
Reforms Policy Toacy Endowment Lecture in Aghcuitural
Agriculture Economics 1992, Coimbatore
Some Aspects of the Sth Ramasamy Redady Endowment Lot ey Nevisrg e 492
Economics of Roaq Highways Research Station, Madras
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Recalling Malcolm

The Institute Remembers
Paul P. Appasamy (Professor)

WHAT is the measure of a man like Adiseshiah? Durin

. g his lifetime i hat holf
a dozen different people would have accomplishe ne achieved w

d collectively

radical innovations into every institution with which he was associated
iated.

The same gentleness characterised his interacti '
' actions wi . : ]
which | am sure most of my colleagues will ackno " the younger e

wledge. He m it 10
: ad efto
encourage us and helped us launch our careers, Discussions with hi S e nerally
professional.” He rarely ventured into personal matters except to m were ge ol
friends or acquaintances. €nquire about MU

Whenever he wrote on subjects in which we had some co ould
send us a draft for review and comments. His capacity to Ossim"O:“Detence, he \;v o
extraordinary. Unlike most researchers who are defensive aboyt me The commen; him
open, wiling to accept and incorporate constructive Criticisms Gr\Z" work, | foun e
same approach was evident in his review of oyr Papers. He woulg sgggeshonsr.‘ 'he
had “tearnt” something. The hallmark of his greatness was his willi invariably say 1 oven
when past 80. He would never pontificate - g common fend 'Ngness to learn. € o
have acquired wisdom over the years. ency of those who claim

But he was also impatient with mediocrity. The monthly semi : ich he
nurtured over the years produced papers of uneven quality Svmmor sernes whicC e
written by individuals from different professions, he was gener.olI '?ﬁe the papers V-Vnen
material ang would try to “rescue” the discussions that followed ywn?\efom of the wr;ms
However on one occasion when he was given q Paper written by INCisive comm i
he took one look at it and dismissed it as “rubbish . welknown consulio

, Presumab of
much higher quality from a reftired college professor V. he expected o papet

His refusal 1 of
. L ! ) N n

was a sgnificant departure, since he rarely missed a monthi attend that sem .
town. Y seminar when he was

Despite his interest in people and socie

. . ty. he worked b
research assistants” and did all the necessq Y himsef

) He never used
Y reading himself

He wrote out tengthy
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pieces in long hand, which only his long-suffering secretary. Celine, could understana!
On a rare occasion when a substitute typed aletter, he frowned and asked, "Who typed
this letter?” When the name of the individual was mentioned, his terse response was,
“Eire her”. He was regretfully informed that it was not possible to fire people who had
crossed the probation period!

Adiseshiah believed that researchers must have the freedom to work unhindered
by the shackles of burequcracy if they are to be creative and productive. They must
also be able to work independently if they choose to do so.  Over the years, MIDS has
developed an “individuadlistic” ethos which sefts it apart from many other research institutes,
The cost has been that the synergistic results of team work are often absent. On the
other hand, the inter-personal frictions and intrigues which have destroyed many an
institution have been minimised.  Only fime will tell if an institution anchored to securing
the intellectual rights and privileges of the individual can survive.  Adiseshich’s ideas aond
initiatives live on, although he is no longer with us.

Adiseshiah’s punishing schedule finally took its toll.  His health perceptibly declined
in the last two years, but he was urrelenting in meeting his obligations - including writing
the editorial published posthumously in the December issue of the Bulletin.  The spirit
indeed was willing. but the fiesh was weak, and he went to his well-deserved rest on
November 21, 1994. 1t was providential that he died “in harness” because he would not
have taken kindly to a prolonged or protracted iliness. It was indeed a rare privilege to
have known even briefly aman who literally and figuratively stood taller than most of the
people around him. As the American saying goes, "They don’t make people like him
any more”.

* % %

s. John Berchmans (Personal Assistant to Dr. Adiseshiah)

ADISESHIAH, an internationally recognised economist and educationist, had many other
fine inner gualifies:

Once an educated man, who had difficulty in finding a suitable job, approached

im for his help.  When he found the person suitable for a particular position, he worked
h(m_ ithout any hesitation whatsoever. There are many instances of peopie who have
i?r;:lfov;/l); tfenefited from his assisfance: one in Delhi, one in UNESCO, Paris, one in Japan,

and soon. Theyare all well placed now.

He always regarded his staff at ‘'Sadhana’ as one family. Not only did he provide
ith shelter he aiso allowed them to enjoy other facilities such as medical benefits,
Wi ‘ . .
:fvr; facilities, and the like. The staff worked as a single unit.

Some six years ago when | fractured my left foot | was immediately attended to. |
o] .

id walk only with the help of astick. Without my asking for it, he bought a stick and
could w -
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handed i i
editovertome. How canlforget this small but great gesture of Adiseshiah - @ ifé”

long gift! And on all his birthd »
ays. he used fo cut a big cake. and hi istripute it 10
people gathered at “Sadhana’. 9 imself distribut

And in his last days, from the November 16 to the morning of November 21. 1994

i(\;zgef:;ugh he wo§ put on'o*ygen right through he was fully aware of what WO

Qg around him, and insisted on obtaining a detailed account of events from

?Och one of us. On the morning of Saturday. November 19, he enquired about ol the

amily members of his staff, and we were able to observe the satisfaction in his face. he
end was nearing, but he fought for his life every moment. up to the very last

.In sboﬁ, AQiseshioh wasnever petty-minded. He was ready to help anyone, without
any discrimination whatsoever, arare quality. He was a universal man, a citizen of thé
world and rose above the confining considerations of caste, creed and religion.

¥ J

V. Gangadharan (Driver) (as related to D.  Jayaraj)

IN November 1984, | joined Adiseshiah’s family as driver. At that time | did not know who!

kl.nd of aperson ‘Ayya’ was, except that he was aged, 1 had the opportunity of servind

him till his death, exgepf for a small break. During my sérvice | found him to be extremnelY

rf\r:Jmor;efsnd affectionate. |thought that the following few incidents should be norrdfed'
oug ere are many such, that reveal his affection, and caring for people.

for fhe(i)r?zgt(i) j ArTT;\mO (Mrs. Elizabeth Adiseshiah) asked me to deliver some fish bought
ve. ere were two cars: an Ambassador and aBenz.  One of the tyres of
'rBhe Ambossoqor had a puncfure. l'tried to change it. but could not.  So. | took the
T o ha Yorea 1@ . Onieluting, found that Ayya was very angry. He o
ouncture. He did not eiv enz. | 'fold him that one of the tyres of the Ambassador had o
Griver are you? Don’tgoe me time to explain further, but shouted at me “what kind of
SRR ‘him “Yo»:J u even know how to change a punctured tyre?" | too lost MY
unscrowed three c;f e fCOn come over here and see for yourself that | have tried-
should not waste fime. £ OLf" wbeel nuts but as tbe fourth one was unyielding, | 1hou9mI
muttening o Ammmo “,Gor he fish wogld get spoilt and so | took the Benz” He walked off
. "Gangadharan is falking back at me”. He did not allude to he

matter OgOilI He could h i h of
| m nly served the family

e RS?BSZ:\LO? him, “Avyo: | am going fomy native place fo get married’. He gove
Should retom r\’old me that if | got morned the Rs 100 would be his marriage gift. it not !
Ayya's dodl, | s 80. . | went to my native place and returned unmarried.  In line with
e yeOrs,wgove him back the Rs 50. He said, "I don't want this. you keep it~ Aftéf
that fime he t en| QO“T married he gave me Rs 1,000 as a gift and Rs 5.000 as a toan. Af

e told me Gangadharan, once yourepay me, you can bring your wife gnd
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live with me in the house till you have ababy”. As agreed, | repaid the loan, and on the
same day he fold me that | could bring home my wife. |told him, “Ayya, you had told
me | could bring my wife and live with you in the house only fill 1 have ababy, and my
wife is already pregnant”. He thought for a while and told me, “You bring your family
and live in the house fill you get one more baby”. |amsfillliving in Ayya’s house with
my wife and only child.

He was given fo believing that drivers would make money while filling up the car.
So, he always ensured that someone or other was with me while going to the bunk. One
day we came to the Institute and the tank was empty. Ayya’s PA. was absent, He
asked me to fetch the Programme Coordinator, and asked him to go with me fo the
bunk. When he saw him Ayya asked the Programme Coordinator to go with me and
fill the petrol tank. | felt numiliated. and put down my feelings in a letter and handed
it over to Ayya. He went through it and at the beginning of the following month called
me and handed over a certain sum for the month’s expenditure on pefrol. This
practice continued till his death.  This showed me that Ayya cared for the feelings of
others.

There was a member of his domestic staff who was a somewhat simple person.
He used to take money from Ayya’s pocket, and even from the aimirah. The money that
he used to take would be given to a poor family that lived next door. Ayya once
caught him in thisact. Then, he called me and another person in the house, and fold
us that the man had been found stealing money. But, he himself pointed out, that this
could not be termed stealing for the man was a kleptomaniac - a ferm which he explained
to us with the help of a dictionary. He needed to be treated with sympathy, as he could
not possibly be expected to survive outside his (Ayya’s) house. From that day he never
kept money with him in the house so as not to tempt the other person. The easiest thing
to do. perhaps. would have been to sack him.

The most admirable thing about him was that he never scolded any of his staff in
front of other staff members. He treated me and others not as servants but as
members of one family. On his birthdays he used to distribute each one of us personally
a piece of cake. He also used to discuss important matters with us.  For example,
when Ayya was offered governorship, he asked each one of us if he should take it up.
Some of us advised him to do so. After afew days he called usin and told us that, there
being so much corruption in politics, he had decided not to accept the governorship. |
feel happy and proud about having served him over so long a time.

* % X

S.Janakarajan (Fellow)

THIS is the 18th year of my existence at MIDS.  From the time | joined, in 1978, as a

~ temporary research assistant | have had occasion 1o meet our founder-chairman (we

refer to him affectionately as Malcoim or thatha) only twice.  First, when the Institute
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celebrated his 80th birthday. | went up to him and wished him along, happy and healthy

life. The reply was just asmile. Second, just three months before he breathed his last.

when he interviewed me for a faculty position.  One reason why | was reluctant to seé

him personally was that he was seen always to be busy. reading and writing, and he
never encouraged any gossip or waste of time.  But this never stopped me from o'bserving
Malcolm closely his manner of walking, talking, his majestic voice, his dhothi and green

kurta, and his pet dogs, in parficular Lulu. My memory is sti
L ' ry is still fresh an to the
days when | had just joined the Institute in the year 1978, 9 goes back

I as a temporary research assistant, had the corner of the old seminar room, along
with a lone Ph.D student (that was the working space given to us). It was just (']rOlJnd
that fime that the Institute had been upgraded into a nationgi Ins.titufe Ai;iseshioh’s
office was next to the old seminar room, or just adjacent to our working s cﬁce Therefore:
my routine in the Institute was to watch whatever happened inside ondF)outs'ae his office-
Adiseshiah had a peon. Kumar, whose job was to pick up his stuff as soon I he arrived.
and sit in front of his office for as long as he stayed there. | used to hear Adgs h? h often
calling out in his very attractive bass voice: "Luiy” (his pet dog) or “boo |5"95 Ir?ch was
how he referred to Kumar.  Kumar would respond very prompti ; yt ' V\; lw of us
poisoned him asking him to protest against being called “boy’ y'Oneuﬁ ¥ renoming'
Kumar, in fact, picked up the courage to correct Adiseshiah when He was col?eed "boooY -

Ifirst thought Kumar would be sacked, or at least warn
‘ ed. Butth - ly.
| heard Adiseshiah calling him *Kumaaar”. © next day. unbelievably

I also often used to hear Adiseshiah scolding Kumar for his allowing visitors into his
office without an appointment.  One day he was strictly warned not fong|5| 0 o
became upset. and started taking it out on the visitors. Adiseshiah was O?-":)'o sobha
member at that time.  So, there would be a constant stream of visitors KJZmar was
severely ruthless: | used to envy the privileges he enjoyed. He sent bock. several MLAS.
MPs, IAS officers and others for the simple reason that they did not have an OF;/Doinfmer\T

with Adiseshiah. Such was the discipline he maintained, f
. forhe ke i all
through his life. pt himself truly busy

* % %

C.T.Kurien (Professor Emeritus)

I would like to recall a few instances from my early contacts with Adiseshiah that have A
bearing on his style of functioning. | was closely associated with the activities of the
newly-founded MIDS from the very inception in 1971, In May 1975, | received a letter
from Adiseshiah asking me to meet him to discuss as he put it "S'Orne ersonal and
Drgfessionol matters”. When | met him he informed me about rhé discussizns that weré
going on to reorganise MIDS as a national research centre within the framework of the
ICSSR. and asked me if | would take up the directorship of the new Institute Though | naod
made no life-time commitment to the Madras Christian College where | \;vos working af
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that time, | had never thought seriously about leaving the college either. Hence, | wanted
time to think about Adiseshiah’s offer.  After | returned home and discussed the matter
with my wife, | informed Adiseshiah that | would need a whole year to make up my mind.
His response was: "So | expect fo hear from you by May 1976" !

In August 1975, | was offered a two-year national fellowship by the UGC which
gave me the opportunity fo concentrate on research. | found it more safisfying than
teaching and so was inclined fo accept Adiseshiah’s offer (which was also strongly
endorsed by J.P.Naik, then Member-Secretary of the ICSSR).  But | did not want to give
up the fellowship and felt that it would not be proper to leave the college at the end of
the fellowship period.  So, in May 1976, | informed Adiseshiah that | would join the
Institute but as a member of the facuity in 1978. Adiseshiah had, by this time, become
the vice-chancellor of Madras University and arrangements were being made to
restructure the MIDS as a national institute from 1977, and so | suggested that the proper
thing would be to appoint some one else as director. This Adiseshiah did not accept.
He said he would carry the burden of directorship in 1976-77, but suggested that | accept
responsibility for restructuring the Institute from 1977-78 as director-designate and take

Up the directorship in July 1978.

I agreed fo this arrangement. Butinthe second half of 1976 | had a confrontation
with the police because of the stand | had taken against the Emergency regime. . |
reported this matter to Adiseshiah and told him that he should feel free to look for a
“safer” person to direct the Institute if he thought it was necessary. To this he responded:
"One of the trustees of the Institute has been arrested (M.S.Appa Rao) and the direcfor-
to-be has been warned.  If they want to withhold (national) recognition to the institute,
let them. But there will be no change in my decisions. And, you do what you think is
right.”

After | made public my decision to leave MCC and to join MIDS, many people who
claimed to know Adiseshish well warned me that | would find it difficult to work with him
as he would be “constantly breathing down your neck”, as one of them putit. Butlcan
say that during my 10 years as Director, he did not in any way interfere with my work, but
was always willing to help me whenever | turned to him. | consider it a privilege and
blessing that | had the opportunity to get to know him and work with him.

% %k

A.M.Nallagoundan (Head, National Adult Education Evaluation Programme)

OVER 25 years ago, | was in Paris for about 30 months doing posf-doc’rorol research at
Sorbonne University. My field of specialisation being Economics of Education, | used to
visit the UNESCO office often. | did not have the good juck to come in contact with
Adiseshiah, then Deputy Director-General of UNESCO. | returned to India in June 1970
and spent a number of months searching for employment. 1came to know that Adiseshiah
had started the MIDS. | wrote him a letter, enclosing my curriculum vitae and wondering
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about my chances of working at the MIDS. | received a letter from him expressing his
inability to take me, but assuring me that he would let me know if anything else came up-
He became a member of the State Planning Commission and he informed me of the

possibility of ajob opening there. |joined the State Planning Commission as gazetted PA
to Dr. Adiseshiah, and my desk was at the MIDS.

Adiseshiah, being interested in many subjects, used 1o pose a variety of problems
in the course of writing his papers. | could not satisfy all his demands.  One of the
problems | worked on was a model for planning education in Tamil Nadu. Beforé
completing it to our satisfaction, | received an offer to work as g consultant in the Union
Planning Commission. | showed the letter to him, fearing that he would not relieve me.
To my surprise, he was happy about the offer and said | would be relieved. As | waS
leaving his office, he asked me to wait and gave me q piece of advice, the gist of which
was that while | had an excellent understanding of Economics of Education (which at
that point of time was a new field), | did not always reveal my knowledge of the subject:
I should, accordingly, cultivate the art of selling my knowledge because nobody would
make the effort of divining my competence which would adversely affect my prospects
on the job market. | said | would try and overcome my inhibitions.

He blessed me and
| left him.

I joined Madras University in 1976 when Dr. Adiseshiah was Vice-Chancellor. He
asked me to go to the Reserve Bank of India, Bombay. and to discuss with them the
possibility of having a research programme on Economics of Education. The RBI gave @
substantial sum for the programme.  One day he called me to his office and informed
me that | would be heading the Department of Economics, as Prof. S.C.Joseph was
proceeding to the Tiruchi Post Graduate Centre as Director | expressed the fear that |
had a poor capacity for judging people, and that therefore Prof. Sankar would be @
better choice for heading the Department. The Vice-Chancellor felt that Prof. Sankar
had been out of India for a number of years and so was out of touch with the problems
" and pressures that are a feature of administration in this country. | told him that | would
be coming to him for guidance often.

He once sent me a note suggesting the offer of admission to an M.Pnil. candidate
belonging to a disadvantaged community.  As there were two other candidateés
belonging to the same community who had been ranked above this particular applicant.
t told Dr.Adiseshiah that | would not comply with his suggestion.

He reacted by sayind
“forget about it, | shall explain the matter to the candidate”

There was an understanding between a certain institution and the Economics
Department that the institution’s library would be made accessible to the students and
feachers at the Department. Unfortunately, the head of the Institution at that time tended
to retain valuable books in his room, thus practically denying our students access to these
books. | brought this matter to the VC's attention, who called the person concerned
and instructed him to make the books available within two days.
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| was critical about the Madras University's policy of housing for its employees. |
pleaded that teachers should be given priority and that the University should own the
buildings and rent them out to its employees. Adiseshiah promised that he would take
the necessary steps to provide quarters to teachers too, but unfortunately he did not

continue as VC for the second term.

| have no reason to think that he was always and uniformly happy with my pattern
of behaviour but that did not prevent him from appreciating my sincerity and commitrment
to work.

S. Neelakantan (Director)

IT was my good fortune to have served in MIDS when Prof. Adiseshioh was Chairman.
In September 1990, two days after my first Governing Council meeting, he called me
over the phone and asked for the minutes of the meeting. As l hoq been warned by
Prof. C T.Kurien that he would expect the Member-Secretary to give him the copy of the
minutes soon after the meeting was over, | had already dictated the minutes. Sp | took
the printout with me which needed a lot of revision. | gave it fo him and S‘Ol.d Thgt [
needed at least three more days to complete the revisions. With his chorqc’renshc smlvle,
he told me that it would be better to complete the task as quickly as p9351ble; otherwise
it would only result in accumulation of past loads exacerbated by. possible memo.ry l0Ss.
I replied that | would not be able to accomplish my work at the furious pace at Vs{huch he
completed his tasks, but that | would strive to complete my tasks as early as possible, but

at my own pace.

When | completed the revisions and sent him the minutes, they came bogk fo me
within two hours with his editing in his own long hand! He had corrected spelling ohd
grammar mistakes, recast sentences to make them more effective o.nq deleted mgfencl
that was unnecessary to minute. Every page showed the mark of hisintense scruT‘mV. It
Was always a marvel to me how he could bring to bear his fremendous concentration on

€verything he did.

| kept him informed of all the important developments in the institute. :ie was
warm in his appreciation which gave me great encourogement. .He respei eq the
Qutonomy of the Director.  As Chairman, he never interfered in the mplemen cm.o.n of
My administrative decisions. Even on the few occasions he disagreed W'.m my dgusuons,
he directly spoke to me giving his reasons. He patiently heard my' point of view, and
then left the final determination to me. | am sure that very fevY Directors Of research
institutes would have had the fortune to serve under such a liberal, non-interfering
Chairman.

His willpower was enormous. In early 1993, alibrary oﬂenderl informe?d me that he
literally willed himself to climb the steep stepsin the staircase leading to his room on the
first floor.  This was confirmed by some others.  As my room was located on the ground
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floor then, | offered to exchange rooms with him. His curt reply was a firm "No. thank
you”. Butlipersisted. He said the Director’s room must be close to the office, or at least
within observable distance of it, and that my proposed exchange would only lead fo
inefficiency in office work. He said that he would consider moving to the ground floof
only if I could find accommodation for the office also near the Director's room.  This
could happen only in November 1993; and fili then he drove his frail frame with his stout
heart to climb to his room.

His equanimity in times of stress was really amazing. | was once a nervous witness
to what in my opinion was a clash of titans in hisroom. He allowed the sudden emotional
outburst among the contending parficipants to exhaust itself. Then he went on to conduct
the business at hand with utmost cool. There was a certain detachment, ditficult 10
capture in words, with which he conducted the proceedings of all meetings over which
he presided.

As long as Adiseshiah was in his room, the various members of the fraternity in MIDS
were orbiting along their separate paths, which were all held together by the invisible
gravitational pull of his central magnetic personality. All was well as long as he was theré
in his room! That is a fragrant memory which | would cherish for ever.

* * *k

S. Subramanian (Professor)

A very well-known economist who had also served as Secretary of State in theé
U.S.Administration during the Vietnam War once visited the Institute to speak on his subjec!
of specialization. The talk was well attended, and there was a fairly sizeable contingent
of foreign diplomatic personnel and corporate executives in the audience. To their
great consternation, a member of the faculty asked the speaker, before he could pegin
on his talk, to share his views on the U.S. Armed Forces’ war-time carpet-bombing of
Vietnam. To the dissay and anger of many of those present in the hall, the speakef not
only justified the bombing but expressed the view that not enough of it had been doné:
Many outraged members of the audience lent loud vocal expression to their angef. to
the accompaniment of a somewhat pathetic display of servility toward the eminence
Qrise by the well-dressed (and non-academic) section of the populace. Suddenly there
was a walk-out by a large proportion of the audience. One's Iast recollection of 1he
scene is that of Malcolm’s voice rising above the din to inform the speaker that hé
(Malcolm) was ‘in profound disagreement with everything’ the speaker had said. but
that since he had presumably come to talk of other matters, would he kindly get on wifl
it? The next day, with some remorse over the possibility that they might have emborrossed
Malcolm, a few of the more prominent protestors from among the faculty trooped into
his office with a view to explaining their position. Malcolm dismissed them with a smilé
and the observation that he had had long experience of these "hawks’, as he put it. and
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that there was nothing that needed explanation. How many in his position, one wonders,
would have reacted with Malcolm’s mixture of panache, scruple and good humour?

* ¥k

Recollections of Malcolm are inseparable from recollections of asuccession of dogs
of indeterminate breed and doubtful good looks which accompanied him towork. One
of these dogs responded — when in the mood — to the name of Lulu.  Poverty was an
abiding feature of the Institute, and Lulu was quick fo seize on the novel possibilities opened
up by the Institute s gradual emergence into befter times. On one of the earliest occasions
on which those unspeakable luxuries — biscuits — were served up with coffee at a seminar
Cchaired by Malcolm, Lulu frankly begged. without partisanship, fromunder the table. in
a general environment of red faces, Lulu’s aplomb was matched, if not surpassed, only
by her master’s: he got on with his business. and she with hers.

* % %

It can be confidently asserted that The Economic Times has never found better
use, in terms of applied work in @ research institution, than in Malcolm’s hands. The
number of people is legion thathave been wordlessly and definitively informed that their
period of useful communication with him had come to an end at the exact moment he
chose to duck his head info the pages of The Economic Times: one moment you were
addressing him, the next facing the limitless expanse of the columns detailing stock-

Mmarket prices.
%* % H

A. Vaidyanathan (Professor Emeritus)

AMONG Adiseshiah’s many significant contributions as an academic, institution builder
and public personage. | would like to focus on three: (1) his efforts to improve the quality
of social science research; (2) hisinfense involvement with and leadership of action groups
on avariety of public causeslike literacy and science movements; and (3) his qualities as

Q leader and a builder of institutions.

He set up the MIDS not merely 10 sefve as an isolated ivory tower of research.  He
wanted it to actively interact with the universities and colleges in the state, play an active
role in helping Ph.D. scholars from all over the State, facilitate interaction among different
branches of social scienfists and actively promote wide, informed public discussion of

important current issues of social significance.

The Ph.D. Scholars’ meet, IDRM workshops, and the meeting of the heads of social
science departments in southern universities organised by the MIDS were all conceived
By him. They have proved to be original, creative and highly productive initiatives,
Providing a forum where Ph.D. scholars and guides from allover the State and scholars of
different specialisations from alf over the south could meet and discuss matters concerning
both the substance and methodology of research. Adiseshiah not only conceived of
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these workshops, but devoted a great deal of effort in planning and conducting them
year afteryear. Exceptin the last two years, he never missed any of the workshops. and
was always an active participant in the discussions.

It was an inspiri i to
watch him. pinng experience

Adiseshiah did not see social science research as a purely academic activity. He
wanted research to be informed by social awareness and especially a concern fér the
conditions of the underprivilieged. And he was keen that knowledge acquired in the
process of research should be disseminated to the public and that researchers should be
involved in public discussion on important issues. The importance he attached to the
monthly seminars of the MIDS and the MIDS Bulletin reflected this Again he took it upon
himself to give the lead in deciding topics, identifying speakers getting them to write
Papers and making sure that the seminars were held on schedule °

This, and editing the Bulletin for which he was the sole contributor of the notes on

;urrent economic events, took an enormous amount of effort. And yet he found the
fime and energy fo devote to the work of the State Committee of Science and Technology
(of which he was chairman), the State Planning Commission. the National Literacy
Movement, and the Economic Affairs Group of the India Infemoti'onol Centre. to mention

out afew. In every one of fhese he played a very active role in mobilising people and
resources, and sfrove hard to maintain a high quality of debate

One wishes that those who worked Closely with him had i
inferest and involvement in such a wide range of activities
the MIDS community, Adiseshiah’s regularity in attending <$||
sharply with their thin attendance, some time no attendance

mbibed something of his
Unfortunately, even within
the workshops contrasted
on those occasions.

talso had the privilege of knowing Adiseshiah in buildin
having served on the Governing Council of the Centre for Development Studi (CDS)
and the MIDS for several years with him in the chair. He conducted the proc N (ljers1 sind
Qemocrofic spirit, encouraging open, searching and critical discussior?of r‘rewz'clr ?Dolicy
Issues, and was able to steer carefully but firmly a consensus on even ticklish corirroversiol
ss§ues, While he preferred to let some problems be eroded by the possol f time, he
did not hesitate to take strong positions whenever he felt that cipios
proprieties were aft risk.

g and managing institutions.

basic principles and

o As chairperson he tried to distance himself from the
?nsmutes which he regarded as the prerogative of the Director and the dul constituted
internal committees of the institutions. Even when such matters were forceij on him, he
woulld give a patient hearing, but always make it q point to refer them to the DireéTof-
He did not always succeed in this. There is a limit to what anindividual can do to change
»em'renched attitudes and values in society at large and the fragile sociology of our
institutions. That in spite of this he adhered to certain principles and modes of fur?cyﬁoning

and helped fo establish - ions. i Lo
oraise! healthy conventions, is a contribution worthy of admiration and

day-to- day functioning of the

% % %
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Malcolm S Adiseshiah in the estimation of his fellows
Reminiscences and Tributes

Foliowi . e e
oliowing on Dr. Adiseshialt's passing on November 21, 1994, many notices of condol p
vere received f y el e . . . - olence and appreciatton
ho k \ l.f’“’" fur und wide.  We reproduce here, first, a series of tributes written b n n
Vho Knew Adiseshi vt . NPT ’ ! Vovariowy persons
diseshiah in various capacities and subsequently, cxtracts from o /
‘ondolence that reached us. ' a selection of messages of

Malcolm S Adiseshiah in the estimation of his fellows
Reminiscences and Tributes

P.Authikrishnaswamy
Project Officer

Women's Indian Association
Madras

THE history of mankind is also the history of man's desire to learn or know things. Dr.

Adiseshiah ... accomplisned his aim of a literacy renaissance by sowing the seed of liferacy

in the villages helping them make the transition to the modern.
o, that literacy should be the priority for social investment of

He saw, and rightly s .
lding. He adopted new approaches fo cure

human capital formation and nation bui
human society of the stigma of literacy.

For him literacy was a formula for nation development. He made literacy centres
the sanctuary for the iliterates. By educating them, he made the illiterates socially
Qacceptable and psychologicouy free. He was asocial environment builder. His literacy
programmes opened new vistas, and gave the have-nots hope and new horizons.  Thanks
to the literacy link he provided fo the social welfare programmes, people can now think

for themselves and their development and progress.

* X %

Dr. Barbara Harriss-White
University of Oxford

International Development Centre
Oxford

shiah, it took him a few seconds to remember me. Thaf was the
only indication he ever gave of his greatage. Otherwise ihave an abiding image of him
that many others will share of a spare and simply-dressed person industriously occupied
at his desk, with a background of sunshine streaming through the coconut palms outside

the big window of his office in MIDS.

THE last time | met Adise

s of disciplined and systematic collation of material
on the Indian and Tamil Nadu economies, the willingness to offer refiections ON practically
the entire field of development - economic, social and cuttural - represent achievements
which will be impossible 10 match. Coming from asociety where lite daily work can be
‘subcontracted’, | often wondered about the domestic circumstanCes which enabledq
him both to focus ond 1O spread his energy in this way. Behind Malcalm there was
Blizabeth, and behind them Poth. A small team of other people which made possible the

And what industry! The decade

impact of his life's work.
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The monuments to Adiseshiah’s life can be looked for and found around the world:
| first heard of him in 1972 through the great "South Asianist’, B.H. Farmer. as being G
formative influence on the reconnaissance which led to Farmer’s directing the first Green
Revolution project in the then North Arcot district, on which | was employed from 1972
untit 1977. 1 first met Adiseshiah at the 'Deceminar’ - the December seminar in 1974 at
St.John’s College. Cambridge. where the initial results of that big project weré
disseminated.  After a free afternoon when we drove him and others to see historical
landmarks (not the Cambridge colleges, but the medieval ridge and furrow fields ot Toft.
the (just working but centuries old) Bourn windmill, the Black Death village at Crowe End.
the Caxton Gibbet...} he quietly suggested | should consider writing a book about thé
field research on paddy and rice markets and on technical change in post—hcrvesT
production for his series on the Tamil Nadu economy. It was the very first time such @
notion had entered my hedd. Two years’ later when the book was finished, others
inserted the idea of a Ph.D. So in my case, the qudlification which was to reveal and
open doors | never imagined existed and to determine the rest of my working life camé
about in a topsy turvy way and is much due to Adiseshiah.

It is also appropriate that, after two decades, the Green Revolution project has
come tolodge itself in the MIDS which he founded. Our last conversation recorded how
pleased he was that this work would cement a link both between the past and the futuré
and between academics in Oxford and Madras.  Adiseshiah built this institution, but with
what always seemed to be a light touch, by example rather than by order. It is moreé
accurate to say that he enabled MIDS to be built. He created a place where self-
motivated scholars could work at their projects with a minimum of direction or reguiation-
This kind of scholarly environment is now extremely rare anywhere in the world. It should
not be, but it actually is, a privilege, even a luxury, and it will need to be fought for and

defended in an era of development research increasingly funded in a highty directed.
thematised. market-dominated way.

Goethe wrote that "an old man forfeits one of the greatest of human rights: N©
longer is he judged by his peers’.  No doubt that is the case, although life expectation
increases by leaps and bounds unimaginable to Goethe. In the case of Adiseshiah.
even when he was not an old man and merely an older man, it has never been a question

of judgment. but of taking inspiration from elements of his personality and of his life tha'
were relevant to one’s own.

There was much.  And [ shall think of him with affection, gratitude and not a little

awe, as | toil over the coming months through yards and yards of Bulletins, searchingd
within their covers for the information on policy changes for a range of products over 20

years, which will help to explain the otherwise incomprehensible detail of an

econometrician colleague’s analysis of the evolution of lakhs of agricuttural prices! This
waQs a public spirit indeed!

* % %
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Mt. Eric Prabhakar

Former Chief, Education Sector

Asia Division, UNESCO., Paris

Madras fessor of economics at Madras
MALC -« mother and mine were sisters. Hewas my pro ‘
Chrisﬁgr:r\g:;lege and my seniof colleague atf UNESCO’. After rg:ly r?‘:crjnn';o Wln;j;;rr;ies
appointed me a t'rustee and member of the MIDS governing councll. ,

death, | am, along with Dr. Kurien. joint executor of his wil. |

d eternal regard formy cousin will be more fully expressed in
to wiite. Here | will confine myself to some aspects of
Adiseshiah, the international, without entering The.cqreer
ty, the Rajaya sabha and the Planning Commissions.

My lasting affection an
a biography which | propose
Malcolm, the man. and Molco!m .

i ras Univer
tracks in the MIDS. Mad ects thatlhave limited myself fo, give me pr.ot?lems.‘ It is just

Even hese Mo - ithin a few pages the essence of even the limited slices of a
o o e \:jl'lnori\y giffed man. He brought fo bear all the qualities, at the
f";‘fu”*”fe . e G;I;Olzrvelzl of compefence. of a teacher, scholar. innovafor and

ighest imagina

‘ 1o him.
administrator in every ossugnment entrusted | |
e some incidents and narrate a few episodes which, though

» relat . ,
it v ony ?ﬁe;nriggs a somewhat arbitrary selection, is the best | can do.
It may agppear to §

' ' nce on Adiseshiah’s life was his mother.
The first. and p.emop(_sjr::;i;)r'wggjer:i’lyl,n::?oncestors occupying the vicarage of a
>ne come fiom O pnésﬂv dras, Zion Church, for four generations without abreak. Aunty
\eacing Tam Churen m‘Mo rm«::\,r was called, was a powerful personality. Besides the
Nesamma as Malcom ® (7 tamily was noted for an unbroken series of strong energy-
unique clerical Ineag™ The; a research study is now underway in London by Eleanour
dominant women. 1 o earsinindiaasa missionary, on the women of this family.
Jockson. whonad sper! mg?Uomon Councillor of the Vellore Municipality, the founder
Aunty Nesamma wos 118 flr§ Club, the leader of the women's fellowship in the church,
President of the Vele® Lcd|ehsod or;|y studied up to Senior Cambridge (high school). for
:nd many other Thir:jgs. ;:Zps seeing the predominant role the women were playing in
the; ‘f);r:(:sf :;Ilfgg rr"sch education was not good for g|r|s.‘ |
herself. held the view that early chfldhood education w0§ best
Aunty Nesamme he taught all her five children till they were ten. Her children
endered by he mofnet qﬂde and well-educated, four of them obtaining doctorates:
a;ew-up highly Occ.omﬁ::sor;iphy at Cambridge: Malcolm in economics, af the London
ill in ) ‘ e
SC"':ZZ: otfh sc?:;iics; F;odmini in education. and Noble in medlc‘lf\e. | |
usual infentness in school, an oplllfy Tc? immerse himself
) u?troit he carried right through his life which brought with it
tep of his career Two double promotions saw him leaving

Malcolm showed O
completely in his studies. ThO
Outstanding results at every S
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school at the awkward age of 13. He went on to Loyola College in Madras and there, S
his classmate, the former president, Mr. R Venkatraman said. at the December 1964
memorial meeting: "Mailcolm was dubbed a book-worm, as all top-of-the-class are proné

fobelabelled”. After Loyola College, Malcolm obtained alecturership in St Pauls” College:
Calcutta. in 1931 for five years.

in 1936, Malcolm entered the London School of Economics for his doctorate. His
meagre savings forced him to live on five pound’s a month and one pound as rent for an
unused attic in the London YMCA; one for stationery and toiletaries, and three for his
food which consisted of a bun and a glass of milk for breakfast. bread for lunch, and O
shilling for a packet of fish and chips for dinner. By sheer perseverance with the authofifies.
he got a part-time job, in his second year, looking into the welfare of Indian students in
London. That eased the financial stringency a bit. It also developed, early in his life. the
care for students.

Malcolm returned to India in 1940 and took up his duties as professor and head of
the department of economics at Loyola College. Fresh from Cambridge. Malcolm
introduced Keynesian economics, among the first to do so in India. The first batch of
economics honour students was taught the dazzling new theory, the study of thé
determinants of national income. Macro-economics was a focus of his teachings and
the intellects of a future generation were frained and formed on Keynes' General Theory
of Employment, Interest and Money. But the young professor did not neglect the classical
study of micro-economics, the individual consumer and the individual producer interacting
in product and service markets, the determination of price by the interaction of demand
and supply. and the factors that make up demand and supply.

He took greaf pains, in fact obtained considerable pleasure and satisfaction. in
finding examples in the rural areas to illustrate these economic theores he was expounding
in the classroom. He taught his students the importance of the agricultural sector. that
economic development in a country like India centred around the agncuitural sector
and that industrialisation cannot proceed without a break from subsistence farming. Hé
would get info a pair of baggy khaki shorts and set out with his students to the villages
around the college and as he wrote: “... where we worked out the economics of hand-
pound rice. hand-made paper. handloomed textiles, crop rotation and rural credit -
There were raised eyebrows among the senior faculty on such constraints on academic

standards. But nothing could keep Malcolm away from activism. The extra spark in him
made him as a doer and a thinker.

Another noteworthy feature of his professorship was the use of the seminal
methodology of leamning. He broke out of the prevalent lecture mould where the students
sat through quietty, jotting down notes and ventriloquising when called upon to do sO In
his seminars, the students became alive, interacting with one another, and questioniﬂg
the methods of inference the economic theorists are so fond of using. These seminars

I "Ler my country awake”. Malcolm Adiseshiah, UNESCD 1970
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culminated in a dinner once a month hosted by Adisesﬁioh, g’r his home, for the final
year students, with a distinguished economist Ieoding the discussion on a selected theme.
The economics honour studenfs were the envy of all 'm the campus. WroTe.G.Joggfhpofhi,
who was in that first batch and topped the University and who olsg was in ’rhe first, 1948,
batch of the Indian Administrative Service and who subsequently reh‘red as Chnef Secretary
10 the Madhya Pradesh Government? “In this dgwn ofa neyv agein economnc fhoughT,
the infectious enthusiasm and the intellectual vigour that this great teacher invested his

teaching with, put halos even around his students...

Another ex-student wrote in The Hindu on December 1, 19?4 after Adiseshiah’s
death: “Tall and slim, straight as @ ramrod, he fhen‘looked mpre hkg _O pOsT-grodUOTe
student than a professor. Dr.Adiseshiah was essentially a socngl activist even in Those
days. He started the Rural Service League and used .to lead ht§ stgdem‘s fo *he_ v.ngge
nNearby " If the final judgment is the results in the terminal examination, then Adiseshiah

was an outstandingly successful professor. All three cohorts of his economic honours
outstandi

students brought in fop results in Madras University. |
d Helen Paranjofi in the early 1930s. In 1946, his marriage fell
her likeness and a boy who showed, at an early age,
ellect. Butshe had gone ponderously overweight due,
de her irritable and overbearing, more as a defensive
i i ip wi r husband, who was growing handsomer all the time.
?\ee(?ig\j};nb:f rhrségo;;f::;l? l\:/cl;lrc\gfn fell in love YviTh Elizabeth Pothen who 'wos Then;he
Professor of History at the Madras Women's Christian College. The seporqnc])n was bitter
and prolonged, with the annulment coming through only ten years Ingr ml 956. HeI:n
DfOceeded to éngk]nd with the fwo children. where she became a senior lecturer in the

; iversity.
Teachers Training college Near Ccambridge University

Malcolm had marrie
apart. Helen had borne a gir in
that he was heir to his father's int
I'think, to a thyroid problem. 1t ma

Malcolm did not allow these upheovols in his perso.nql life to gffect his w.ork.‘ His
energy Osg splendid talents led him to the high?sf ranks in international orgonlsof:jonsa
The London Times obituary notice mentioned: He‘ lo;nchled morsth;n C;; C:Ir;pri:
Projects aimed at enhancing literacy and economic development in Ihe de g

Countries. He retired as Deputy Director General of UNESCO I 1970...~

Aft i assignment s Associofe .Generol Secretary of the World Uniyersity
Service 1 Geneva n 1946-48. Malcom joined UNESCO. The forme(;;\a/;emdem,
S Raghakrishnon /knew ihe Adiseshiahs forhe gc?f his first philosophy de%rszhck lor:eheejs
College \/enoré studying under Molc?lm X fofher.. ”TWO(: Or;rd invﬁedn'\s/' TOH >
fecomm‘endotion‘fhofSifJU“On Huxley, the first QNESCQ Director-Gen i | alcolm
19 j0in the orqanisation. And. NOW: it is Rodhoknshnon' S ;on, Dr.Sqrv§§ opal, who has
becomoer(r)wc?fmos Chairman after Malcolm. But it is no coincidence, for Malcolm

SPecifically wanted it this woY:

e sna Davelopment, SOG€ Pubiication. 1991.
D N R s 1A 1O RO
PRE vy DANPREEER S )
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There are in the UNESCO archives 118 files of Malcolm’s and even by a rough
esfimate they have about 48,000 pages. | will record briefly two of his major areas of
work at UNESCO: First, his pioneering work of launching and developing technical

assistance projectsin the Third World: and second his eight-year spell as the Deputy Director
General.

The United Nations General Assembly, at its fourth session in November 1949,
authorised the Secretary General to open a special account to receive voluntary
confributions of member states, for the funding of the expanded programme of technical
assisfance for underdeveloped countries. It was a momentous resolution and opened O
completely new vista for the UN agencies. And, without amoment’s delay, the UNESCO
general conference in November 1949, approved the Organisation’s participation in the
expanded programme. In March 1950, a technical assistance section was established
which quickly expanded to a department, with Adiseshiah as director. It was all that he
had hoped for. from the beginning, and he entered his new assignment with joy and
passion, and with the certain knowledge that it was his destiny to care for the poor.

Malcolm was authorised to represent the Director-General at the technical
assistance board, set-up by the UN.  He was given authority, which he fully exercised. 10
organise the new department and the procedures and methods of operation. He
established area desks, corresponding fo the UN geographical regions; an administrative
division, and a report and information unit which, inter alig, produced periodically @
technical assistance buliefin which served as a link between experts and provided
governments an insight into the more interesting field activities. All unit chiefs reported
directly to him and he trained them to understand and function on the basis that self-
reliance was the basic purpose of technical assistance and that it should be done by
building up the country's managerial, technical, administrative, and research capabilities.

Allin UNESCO were made to understand and respect the authority of the recipient
government. however poor or small, and its sovereign responsibility for implermnenting the
technical assistance projects in its teritory. The technical assistance department drew
heavily on the professional competence in various departments of UNESCO for the benefit
of the projects. The reflective, research-oriented, and normative work contained in the

regular programme and the various experiences in other countries, selected after critical
examination, were made available to developing countries.

As technical assistance activites grew in its spread and experience under Malcolm
Adiseshiah’s stewardship. it gave as much asit got to the regular programme. The intimate
knowledge of developing member-states, which soon became the majority and whose
needs were greater, brought more realism and relevance to UNESCO's programme. its
approach. methods of work and its activites. Full technical support from the bureau Of
personnet and the exchange of persons service was obtained. A valuable roster of experts
and dossiers of centres of excellence for fellowship placements were maintained. The
visibility of the technical assistance programme, the immense needs of the developing
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countr  of funds, dll demanded high degr{ee of re’furns_ The excellent
fesulttsrlzsézrcwlgcxj/;r:jé sazotrjr':l resulted in considercple fund I?Cﬁ;snetsb:ger expanded
Programme grew to the much larger Unife.d Nations Dere Epfunds forge gmm? and
Adiseshiah aimost single-handedly obtained Wor!dt o nsifive areq of udcc 'c:.nq
deve!opmeﬁt_ The Banks were reluctant to get 'nYOIVed |: dhe Sii ah Convmcedemuco;;) n
“brick and mortar is our kind of pusiness” they S_OI'd' But lse.s nd social devel em fhat
education was of decisive importance in offOIhan economICﬁCI 4 the m ozmem‘.
t was he along with a World Bank Vice- PreS|d€r.ﬁ' who drarte [ and fim?/\chdu? o
Undersfor'\dmg signed in 1964 by the UNESCO Director-General an € Wor ank

President
‘ a day. never a minute late to enter his office at nine in

h ot 1.30 in the afternoon and never leaving the
mily knew full well these schedules and adjusted
i hy and the first Indian principal of

' ‘ a professor of philosop st Ing '
Sggordmgly. MolcolmdS ;Q::s; ofpdiscipline and regularity of habits, visited his son for a
st o008 College Or-‘ i« The father must have his lunch at 12.30 by the clock and
Qy of three months in Pans. ; and son preferred Indian food, which, in the Paris

MQ!CO'm an hour later. Bofh faine iver. Shehad a problem on her hands. But she was a

a | ould del ‘
repsg: mern Lon E“ZObf:,r;iod to be dealing with such a meticulous man. So. when no
rcetul person. as

© ifted the clock an hour back after breakfast and set it right after

bge was around. sne sh1e their respective ways. Elizabeth, known affectionately as

SOth hod eaten and ,? or:z for Malcolm and left him completely undisturbed to pursue
NChu, kept a good ho

his work single-mindedly-

Malcolm worked 10 hours
the morning, going home for lunc
Secretariat pefore 8 at night. His fa

M dtobe urged repeatedly. atleast by two, the Direcl:for General and his
senior eol'Colrn hto accept the highest non-elective posf of Depgftr\‘/ Dlrec;'or Geher?: TFhor
12 Veorm':\sorr:l’ dobeen immersed in helping the Third World Wc'i S.peC;. ;c projects: the
univers;_ et‘ a of primary education in select o‘reas, pro Iucmg T, grcl]r: p,,Tne(],S,
methOdo;;O }Of; O rmaterial designs for adult eduCotionaagnc;’ u:n nr\w/'o eria :ﬂ:)r z.we rZ
SChools imglesemenfof science education, and @ hundre OI ers. vfirf:v (:h eocce T
not Ye{ DfOVt some had just started onq would take severa yeorf& y, eg reOl.fp
the o complete. ¢ which wil only take him a step funher‘owoy rom grou.n ities
ey evahon, a post w w s0 well over the last 12 years? His natural cuthqt’ry was not
5 oOsehe hoq gof to g:‘: o missions occomplishgd, resour'cefulness, enfhusufsm and an
Uncod on hierarchy over the art of teaching. Ulhmotely, in 1962, he 'occe?. ed the post
oD mmon .mostefY | but with @ tacit understqn@ng that he will ;oQ INue to have
SPuty Director Generoh ssistance activities of the organisation,

. ical a
AN over-all responsibility for techniC

ces of Ministers of Education, which he initiated, continued
t The Regional anfereﬂnd The first was in Karachi in 1960, and the next in Addis
O be in his charge till the en<: . q conferences of the developing countries of the

req; nd set the pattern for conferences in the Arab states, Latin
:@om, at the highest ‘e\fl’o?\ They were initially in the education sector but soon the
Merica and the Caribbedt!:
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other sections of science, culture and communication followed. Thus, under Malcolm's
vigorous directorship, programmes and projects of international cooperation and
technical assistance grew. from US Dollar 3 million to Dollar 300 million in 1970, when he
left. The Director-General, seeing that valuable knowledge will go with him. asked himin
his last year, to review the Organisation’s operational work. And. of course, Malcolm.
despite his multifold activities as the Deputy Director-General, particularly in a generadl
conference year set about this special assignment with his usual unrelenting style. setting
aside five days in the month, one for each sector and one day collecting the data and
detailed findings and recommendations in his report to the Director General. Till the end.
he remained the unquestioned authority on the operational programme of UNESCO.

UNESCO had grown dramatically from its original mandate for providing a common
forum for intellectual exchange, for reestablishing the links, broken during the second
World War, between scholars, mainly among the victorious European and American
countries, to an Organisation with the added mission of assisting the Third World. It was
clearly a dramatic development and so sweeping that it triggered a host of other actions
which impinged upon and effected every one of its sectors, divisions and units. The efforf
required was large; people, money and time were needed. Most important, howevel
was the urgency for an organisation which permitted the most effective uflilisotion of
these resources. The historical evidence is that UNESCO was fortunate to have the right
persons at the helm. The Director General, Rene Maheu, and the Deputy Director-
General, Malcolm, individually, were men of energy, hard work and creativity. And. in
combination, they built UNESCO's competence to cover the multifarious functions without
allowing compartmentalisation and rigid division of duties and authorities which tend 1O
occur with time in any expanding organisational structure. They displayed a capacity 0
attract and retain the ablest staff, to energise them, and to orchestrate their capabilities
imp an efficient and coherent group. UNESCO was fortunate to have these two leaders.
men of extraordinary management ability and intellectual prowess, who commanded
the respect of the rich member states, the more numerous and more demanding pooref
member states, and the international community.

But the strain told on the health of the Director-General Rene Maheu was often il
during the iater years of the 1960s and died soon after his retirement. His long absences
from the Secretariat placed additional responsibilities on Malcolm and his work load
increased considerably. And then, yet another pile of work was placed on him. The
assistant director-general of education retired and, with the international civil service
recruitment procedures being, and which continue to be. particularly for the seniof
positions, ponderously cumbersome and protracted, this key post remained vacant fof
long. A senior staff had to hold interim charge and Rene Maheu asked. who else bul
Malcolm to take additional charge. The man was equal to the task and discharged
them all in a masterly way. He maintained an enviable record of not taking a singlé
day’'s sick leave in the 23 years he was with UNESCO.
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n reports were among the most valuable documents of

UNESCO. They were the findings ofa sympofhe?ic international executive of the highesf
Calibre, delving deeply. probing and exploring into the key focforg of developmgnf ina
Country. The secretariat realised theif value opd. lleed them for in-house meetings to
Promote q fuller and better response to 'rhe.prlormes of .The member—sto’res: Mglcolm
Would write his report during the mission. worklng IoTe at night, after a full day’s visits and
discussions, which would often endinalate official Qanner. Thfz report wc?uld be CQmpIeTed
on the fiight back to Paris and would be given in for Typmg on'ornvol at nine in the
MOMing. His handwriting was never good The dynamo inside h'g‘ mtzve? :‘09 fast to
Permit o fine manuscript. His two secretaries, an American lady an :Jr; n ngk ish girl, were
®XPerts in deciphering his writing. gut even they WOU'd.COtmET?hOU Cllr;| somehrng&
Particularly when there was an air of turbutance .or‘wifhe flight. ldey :vsud ?Onsult with
Me, for Malcolm would have gone on to other activities and couI r:(o | e)r .|s urbgd. The
Word would reveal itself when looked at in context, or when oc; e (I;d t,: a different
angle, even sometimes upside down: Come what may., Thg repor WO;J e produced
Qand distributed on the following day. when, normally, @ mission report was written only
After fifteen days or more after refurn.

perturbed fo let him go in 1970 and did his best to

i ~ most
The Drrector-General W two years, atleast, to coincide with the end of his

Pers another ' |
ownuss e, n 101 1 On\,:(/)r:en that failed. he obtained the sanction of the Executive
Ntractual term.

ard to replace Adiseshiah with two Deputy Director-Generals. |
ough he had immediately embarked on a series of
ing. higher education, econggic“ﬁ;egrchl and
i ; intain strong links with UNESCO. Till the age of 80,
D:Tg::ig:;Z)“F/,(;r:shfijof::zzjeody:OT?o oﬁenq to his SUbS'fOnT'iVe duties qs president of
€ Governing Board of theé international lnsfn‘ufg for Educohohcl Plonmng,. a natural
SXtension of h?s interest in planning asan ecgnomls’f, ondros C';"O"m?rf:.olf.ffhe JUTY' for the
*election of the internationdl literacy prize wmrwers, acon lhuilorr?\ of his li g-long interest
in Iiterocy and adult education. started from his early quS in ¥ Te ural Service Leogug of
Adras Chnstian College. He would ask for‘ fhfa njeehngs tos qrf o:w Monday mormngs
N woulg armve from India a few hours earlier in time o Ch'_eck-m at the hotel and be in
Me for the meeting. In those days: the journey |n\{olved a ﬂlghjr fromAMoqro]sq’rgsBombOy
ONd transter Iefe l rgﬁughf to an international COr'ner to Por.as. Tilt 1 retired |:k f . ' would
Meet hirm lalea , flo Hotel Tourism for the jury meeting or Hotel Nikko for the IIEP
ond take nim g, five-star hotels). It took me ten years to persuade

. e for bi ‘
imG;S meeting (he had gjnucjoy n order to get over the jetiag for the Monday meeting.
arrive in Panson a '

His back to office missio

Even after retirement. and T.h
QCtivities in India - institution puild

* kX
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Dr.George Mathew
Director

Institute of Social Sciences
New Delhi

MALCOLM Adiseshiah has gone. | join his vast circle of fiends and admirers in paying My

humble tributes to that great soul who inspired generations of intellectuals and activists.
not only in India but all over the world.

When | was a university student in Kerala | had heard of Prof. Adiseshiah. We
associated him with the prestigious Madras Christian College and the Department of
Economics, and as an eminent indian working in a United Nations organisation.

My first encounter with him was at IIC in October 1985

_ ' when the Institute of Social
Sciences organised

its inaugural seminar on pPanchayati rqj in Karnataka, There were
four illustrious persons on the dais; S.K.Dey, Abdul Nazir Sab, D.TLakdawala and Malcolm
Adiseshiah. He inaugurated that seminar and made o profound observation.
classic statement on a vexed problem. He was talking about th
bodies elections in India. | quote from his inaugural address:

It was @
e postponement of locdl

“Tamil Nadu, for instance, has had no panchayat elect;
since 1971 In these 15 years, the Tamil Nadu government has put forward 20 reasons for
the postponement of local elections. |t announced election 20 times and postponed it
as many times. The reasons given were: drought, flood, Cyclone. villagers being busy
with agricultural operations, revision of electoraf rolls, delay in printing electoral rofis.
fowering the age limit, reservations, court stay on reservations, appeails against those
reservations in the Supreme Court, school examinations, student unrest, by-elections, mid-
term elections, general elections, delimitation of wards, issue of identity cargs to voters.

and Census operations. In addition to these 18 reasons, we have now had fouf
postponements”.

ons for the last 15 years.

This quotation since then, has been cited on numerous occasions whenevef
someone wiifes or speaks on the subject. In the same speech he asked a prophetic
Question: "Why isif that we cannot have a constitutiong amendment which will make it
obligatory for local elections to be held on time? Here, | add my plea that we should
earnestly work for a Constitutional amendment to put panchayati rgj elections on the
same footing as Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections.

My image about him as merely an outstonding economist. changed. for | sgw in
Adiseshiah a scholar and an activist deeply concerned with the

. ) ordinary people in thé
vilages and with the future of Indian society and polity.

The Institute in a modest way undertook the mandate he gave at the inaugurd

seminar and we rejoice that today we have panchayati raj as part of our Constitution.

On our first chairman Lakdawala's Passing. we invited Adiseshiah to become the
chairman of the Institute. He accepted it readily and guided us in our work till the end.
when several such requests from pigger institutions he turned down
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In O | went to Madras 10 fix our Governing iOdV ”;‘ee;fg‘glduz ing :IS
n 4. | we . o meticulously plans his
ovennbecp-ber 19<7h: He did not like MY suggestion. A mOf'W W car's. He fold r\;'z gent
pr v 1o el ral month’s nofice if not a whole y : N, Y
,,,2?:."“““85- he Wcmes sev:nber 11 and 12 were fully packed oFr HbC and ;Ag ] ;;;:f sf}f]rf
is ove ebrua : or the
Notice grogromme ol uld notbe rearranged. He suggeSted ause o;y delay in landin
Next m orogramme CZ'd not travel to Delhi during winfer bec g
eeting. He said he ai

an .
f1oking off due fo the fog o that Adiseshiah wanted to hold the

per 11 af 4 p.m. twas happy, but | didn’t kr?ow that
i He found it difficult to climb the stairs of our
e t meeting should not be held here, [ said we
er 11 meeting, he had brought with him

0an adras with the news of the Tamil Nadu
xpress of November 10 0

Go nchayati fai elections. He was visibly ups’ef that Tamil
N vernment postponing ":jeﬂ?s dies elections for another year. His plea af the
9du had again postpone

{ the Institute should do something obog’r it. He called
Ovemmg Body meeting wos 11 per 12 after the mid-year review of Indian economy -
em

Me ggoin the next day - on NOV‘ copies and repeated: ‘tGeorge, you must do
O his side and gave me the ! ‘l ast meefing | had with him. Iromcqlly, the r'\ewsp-oper

:)rnething about it~ It was the " of Madras Corporation elections giving
Qd listed the chronology of e

9 many reasons as was mentioned D

oday. B °on
h he helped build In

i essag
As soon gs | returned 10 Delhi. lgotam

~“Overning Body meeting on chvem
"' Was going to be his last meeting W o
Iding: | helped him. He told me fha

stponemem
y Adiseshiah in 1985.

ut his convictions, ideals will inspire us, at the
Adisesnion i nof Wi t to an insfitution of national stature.

Instityte of Social Sciences. Whic

d K K
Or P.S
PS.Geor
FGHOW ge
Centre fo; peveiopment Studies
hi .
“vananthapurarm tithadan opportunity 10 work closely with Adiseshiah for

! Consider 1t o great privilege tha
Aout  gecade of which abou .
e Cps Director under his chairm

three and @ half years were in a formal relationship as
t anship. What impressed me most was his distinct.
P convictions and the rare courage to upho.ld hlns personal
versonoﬁw. firm values. d.ee%uilder with @ vision and his actions were molmy influenced

, oss: He was on nstuton stability of the organisation, rather tt?on creafing unhealthy
Dy onsiderations of |Ong—terr25 or cheap popularity. He firmly believed Thgf all mem‘bers
O;eCedems for short-fert® gcr'form their roles within the fromgwork of F:en‘om well-defined
: an organisation should P€ t interfere in the normal decisson-mckmg pro;ess beand
W(:"ms ond that he ShOU|ddnof making broad generalisations on his personality, | consider

O . . .

it o S mandated. Insteo te a few instances, which in no way are infended to reflgcf
. re appropriate 0 norrode e that these instances cannot be exhaustive
“any other persons involved:
e%“gh tc portray the personollfy

t am glso awar
of Adiseshiah.

54



Though I had some familiarity with Adiseshiah’s contributions for g long time, my first
pefrsonal contact with him was during the 1984 CDS Governing Body meeting. what
impressed me most at this meeting was his remarkable ability to digest the agenda notes
and to raise pertinent issues for discussion. It was qQuite obvious that he had come to the
meeting after thorough preparation and even minor points did not escape his attention.
As a member of the Governing Body, his was a total involvement in guiding the Centre’s
activities and he was never a silent witness to the proceedings.

In 1988, when Adiseshiah was the CDS Chairman, he had approved certain
recommendations to relieve the then Director from major administrative responsibilities
on account of health considerations. The Chairman had Circulated his decision to the
members of the Committee of Direction for ratification. In response to this, | did nof
question the propriety of his decision, but | had pointed out certain anomalies which
could set a wrong precedent. Adiseshiah was Quick to recognise the spirit of the
suggestion and withdrew the proposal immediately.

Adiseshiah had a great persuasive ability. When the Governing Body decided 0
appoint me the Director, in 1989, he conveyed the news to me. | was quite reluctant tO
take up the position on account of various personal considerations, including a very
lucrative offer from abroad. He tried to reason with me on all my arguments against
taking up the position and it was his persuasive skilis that convinced me that | should
accept the offer. On another occasion a proposal had gone to the Committee of
Direction, of which he was the Chairman, to relax certain provisions in the service rules.
While all members felt that the relaxation should be granted in view of the supstantial
contributions of the beneficiary to the Centre, Adiseshiah insisted that it would be creating
a wrong precedent. Even when he found out that ail the other members were reluctant
tc withdraw the proposal, he was not willing to compromise on his position that the
reloxation would be an unhedlthy precedent. Therefore he persuaded the members 10
record the decision that the matter was left to the Chairman. The Chairman's subsequent

decision was against relaxing the rutes. Thus, he could live up t¢ his convictions without
forcing others to change their views.

As the Chairman of the Governing Body, there were numerous occasions to considef
issues involving disciplinary matters. On all these occasions he insisted that an inquiry D€
conducted on the basis of natural justice before initiating any action. However when
the inquiry was complete and the competent authorities had decided on a course Of
action, he never allowed anyone to interefere with the process of implementing the
decision. He expected that all those who were responsible for certain delegated
administrative functions effectively performed their roles. and as Chairman he never
interfered with the normal functions within the organisation. Once | participated in an
evaluation process at the MIDS and when | mentioned the outcome. he indicated hiS
concurrence with the recommendation. but hastened to add that he had not mentioned
it before the meeting in order to avoid any indirect influence on our recommendation

Adiseshiah s very particular in maintaining certain procedural norms in an
seshiah wa :

) i f the staff had sent out g
individyqys, he learned that a certain memoer o . .
COmmuni;otic?: tcoeon external agency without fhe knowfecir? © Ofi:ﬁe?:igio(;“he ;clsed
tat the Governing Body meeting and hod i recorde(émmreesrnwmould gointhe :;r:;ngfl
COmmunications involving formal commitments Of‘ fhe. ef the staff to the Govern

e Director Also, he maintained that any communication ’o'.“ d direct d Plng
Body shoulg bse ' outed through the Director.  He sfrongly .d'ricowoii 5 o0 O(; ec.’(';.’gs
With the staff without the knowledge of the director. 'Ad:seshno wos;:! o ?e 8 th: rejl ing
Officer. At me:ﬁn s, he would provide an opporfuﬁlf&{ for evde Z’? Trf‘wee gppripricn‘e mo::\eN:;
keenly fisten o fhgv, arious observations. watch the fiming an

Qssessment merging cONsensus.
ntoftnee N isit him in his office a few weeks before his demise. Asl|was
O VIS

d by his words of apology. While | was wondering
lained that one of his personal communications

fome wq b a wrong interpretation of cerfain sfoterr;gnfs chm'rd‘r ;h:ir:hgﬁr\i!;c;g
Causeq r: i Or;nbcrf assment. ! would hove never' ﬂ;eﬂ o 'one elsé he had the
OVthelrf Sgrge fie tact that when he heard CIbOU“ff rcf);nifsgir:;cﬂ or Indlrectly

g’eOYness t:j Off(:f his apologies even without my referring y | .

in acknowledging the letters addressed to him ohd to
nvolving his attention. | cannot remember a sunglg
nder. Often he sent areply on the very day of his

Yhad an opportunity t
Sntering his office | was embarrasse

Gbout the reason for his apology- he

Adiseshioh was quite prompY.
Make quick decisions oN mcﬁers i o
9Ccasion when f had to send him are

'®Ceiving the letter - -
on with closé personal association and warm feelings
S

. r .
In his demise | have lost AP€ cherish throughout my life.

OWards me whose memories | will
*k*

Mr. loannis Antoniades

Oordinator of Agministration
Qris

& Finance, Unesco

Ag onallife ! worked under the exemplary leadership of Adiseshiqh.
00d part of my professio

lioined UNESCO in February ;.Z
Ydget then worked under AJISES

. o fiel
wor : iah, till 1 left for .
ked under Adisesh arministrator and secretary of the International Institute

ed as

ost ) institute.  (t
for In Juty 1984 tw0§p £P) Governing Board. or.w UNESCO institu qu a great
Educationat Planning (¢ .ated with Adiseshiah, who was the Governing Board

63, as an assistant budget officer. The Bureau of the
h’who had become the Deputy Director-General.
' d assignment, in 1972.
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Adiseshiah has, consequently, been my teacher and a source of inspiration for a
good part of my professional career and | admired:

- his commitment to humanity in general and to the well-bein

i i of alihyi mpatriots
in particular; e} IS comp

- his attachment, without limitation, to the principles and ideals of UNESCO:

- his ou'fhoriforive advice, offered to all, and his views and opinions, particularly on
the economies of developing countries, where he had an undisputed leadership:

- his humane approach to all staff, professional or otherwise. h
eNorMOous capacity to work for long periods, without abreak, an
under pressure;

igh or low; and his
d always to remain coo

Adliseshiah’s term of office as Governing Board Chairman ended on December
31, 1990. But twice after that he came to Paris and | had the privilege and the honour
cf meeting him. Adiseshiah will always be remembered with respect and appreciation.

* Kk

Dr.Jacques Hallak
Assistant Director-General and Director
HER Paris

ADISESHIAH was an exceptional man, an outstanding mana

, gerandar fessional
who marked not only the history of India but in particular th are protesst

at of UNESCO.

Imethim firstin 1961, when he was Assistant Director-General for education. Despité
his heavy administrative responsibilities, he regularly directed g monthiy econom;cg; seminar
to encourage the exchange of knowledge and ideas among colleagues of various unifs
af the headquarters. At that fime. | was aftached to the French Ministry of Finance ond
he invited me 1o make a presentation on the scientific and fesearch poflicy of France:
From our first meeting, | was impressed by the aleriness of his mind, by his grouf:db(eokmg
ideas on the issues of education and economic development. He was a man of vision
who always associated himself with the right side of issues ot stake on the internationd!
scene. Not a man fo follow fashions, but a man of conviction.

| After his refiremnent from UNESCO, Adiiseshiah continued touse his energies to tackie
BSUEs and gquestions of equity, to combat poverty ang iliteracy, always aware of e
priority needs of the underprivileged. He started anew “career” N india, entrely devoted
fo development issues.  The MIDS became an important regionat ;:emre with both
national, Asian and internationat concerns. ‘
conference. convened by the MIDS. where, at th

various strategies for addressing the problem of i
and equity concerns.

trecall a most exciting internationd
€ invitation of Adiseshiah, we discussed
iteracy. taking into account efficiency
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ated with the work of UNESCO and, in 1981, was
d of the International Institute for Educational
his was most fitting, as he could almost be
P came info being in 1963 on the decision of
h was then Deputy Director-General

He also remained closely assoc
8lected Chairman of the Governing Boar
Plonning (MEP). 1 remember thinking that §
fermed one of the " founding fathers”. The IIEP carm
the General Conference of UNESCO. and Adiseshia
Ofthe organisation.

r 1 was proud and glad to have a man of his
Cdlibre as Chairman. Ata critical time in the history of.fhe ER .he o'itefernded ;he lns’fi‘rme
Against aif kinds of attacks and was insfrur.n.enfc.:l in ke.eé)lfr;g i O;VS&ES(?OOSSISTe‘d
Enormously, both in ensuring that IEP's priorities ﬁffed wit O‘S‘SPO UNESCO an d in
estobﬁshmg‘mecnmgfu‘ cooperation and undersfondrng be’(ween@ an ' e; e udcch on
$eCtor as a whole  His opening statements af €ach session of thzl svfémn?- oo: were
Aways most inspiring and timely, setting the scene for th'e. boqtr) :knz ,W erzg V,VO?S Oxg oin
€ ight vein  He led the poard with vigour and pregsxon, u o express

preciated by all. In times of disagreement or conflict,

warmy that was ap ) . . .
he wo: ;:nd off;cﬂ;??o ind the way fo anange things and reconcile divergencies.
ways ther i
| b from whom to take counsel, ready fo pass on his views and
Adiseshiah was o man ience of mankind and events. He wili continue to

opin; iteti f exper :
S é)mnons based on @ hfeflﬁ::o‘ze Wio, ike myself, had the good fortune of working of be
've as an example to all | the memary of Adiseshiah will remain alive at IER the

Qcqu n hi pove al , . . )
o gu?;mid r::h r;:r:y :ors he accepted tolead and guide as chairman of its Governing
which for te

Boarg.

When | took charge as ItEP Directo

*k*

Or.Karan singh
fesidem

9ia International Centre

New D
elh ( ' .
r tor, @ man with a meticulous mind and with

LN inistra . et ,
ECONOMST’ educotionist. adm took up. Adiseshiah made maijor contributions in

t o erhe s _
;ZTeTGOUS dedication tlo (;f;\zf:(;’ abroad, especially UNESCO. It is indeed difficult to fill
y fields of activity in in

© vodlefr by his possing oy <ashiah, | would tike to recall our association of over
e to Adnsj§ O(|n1érnofi0n0' Centre of which | have been q fife
" 's?nc‘e 1992. Adiseshiah became a memberin 1974, but
oes back fo the early 1960s. Thg Cen?rg had hosted a
"SCepti i hen he visited Delhiin 1961 N his Capociry osT:sslgzr;; r[zr;c:zg;;energi
Of UNE?(? o fme earliest progrommes O’gomsei bys tc?r ely on acco ntwoczshiCJ
SClyre boh' On: r(r)ne scope and activities of UN‘ES'CO.S o :/;?by Tge éenfre - ]L:)()} woz
DDt t:’m«rfr\: Research Council for Cuiturat Sx\écsi(léeg o1 it cior proiect for m;JTucﬂ
rec’dgmsed o ’on associated institution of UN

In paying my tribut
Mtee gecages. largely 1houd
Mustee snce 1963 and president

'S association with the Centre 9
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appreciation of eastern and western cultural values. The research council undertook G
number of important projects for UNESCO.

Adiseshah was a fower of strength to the IIC - as a life trustee (since 1978). as the
chairman of the standing finance committee. as chairman of a review committee (1980).
but, most of all. as convenor of the Economic Affairs Group (EAG). He laboured tirelessly
to make the actfivities of the economic affairs group socially relevant and useful to
academics, the general public and policy-makers. Despite his advanced age he willingly
undertook frequent visits to Delhi from Madras to preside over panel discussions, seminars
and planning meetings of the EAG. Of all the activities of the group, the most important
to his eyes was the mid-year review of the economy and the annual seminar at which it

was presented and discussed. He prepared the mid-year review himself as a one-man
effort year after year for over 15 years.

Adiseshiah was a man with clarity of vision, and commitment to the ideals he held
fear. Itwas a-pleasure and a valuable experience to work with him, and [ would like 10
place on record my sense of personal (oss at his passing.

* % K

Dr.L.Mishra,

Principal Secretary to Orissa Government
Panchayat Roj Department
Bhubaneswar

Ihave known Adiseshiah since the launching of the National Adult Education Programme
(NAEP) on October 2, 1978. He was then Vice-Chancellor of Madras University, after his
long stint with UNESCO.

That was the period when his name was synonymous with adult literacy movement.
He had done so much at UNESCO to restore primacy and Centrality to literacy at the
international level. And, now, he lent a powerful support as the Vice-Chancellor to give
the same primacy to literacy at the national level.

The Farmers Functional Literacy Project (FFLP) was introduced in 1967 to impart
literacy, awareness and functionality to the farmers in the wake of the Green Revolution-
This was followed in quick succession by Non-formal Education for Youth, Shramik
Vidyapeetns, Functional Literacy Project (FLP), State Adult Education Project (SAEP). Mass
Programme of Functional Literacy (MPFL), and so on.

These were, however, cosmetic changes and did not produce the desired result:
After two decades of experimenting with one model of adutt literacy after another (| Q67-
87) when the country was desperately searching for an alternative. the National Literacy
Mission was launched on November 5, 1988. It searched for an alternative agency and

astrategy fo create a countrywide churning for literacy through the Bharat Gyan Vigyan
Samithi in August 1989,
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in the life of the National Literacy

Misci that was Fndeed ‘fhe bzggdl,\,?an" of the infernational literacy movement lent his

D(')S\ion@/\mseshuoh. t?et rfsfigw LpsUIge 05 president of BGVS, a confluence of creative
erful leadership 1O

rm.
forces ang energies in the frue sense of the te
i k from this historic shift. From a government-sponsored,
There was no going bac literacy came to acquire the status of a mass

e, . .
S\OVefﬂmem-comrolled przgrzzg one contributed and each one participated in that
Ovement. Each one owned

mo
vement. ved the status of total literacy on February 4, 1990,

i s launched for the whole of Kerala. And

me same day. a totolklifersg;’sgg:g ggg (\;i/gns for total literacy ir\. Por?dci‘cher\rxl, Goq,
i ick su :
cr:zc:;):l%wﬁd mr\:?jfopore, Burdwan. Bijapur. POKShmTi;\?Q? (iﬁ/l?)sgjmgrc:)jg Ggr:?;r:
Bhavna o ttai, Pasumpon Mumuromo'llngom ipur, Don ’orpur Sikorl Sohorso'
%ndo?ggo?;pgngelo City. Panipat, DUrga. Bilaspur. Ralpur BONG ' '
‘ . so ON.

Madhubani and Majhepura ond « new initiative, new venture and new upsurge bothin
égsvr;ePresiden'r. He also chaired the UGC commiﬁee
dstudents of universities, colleges and schools numbering
m of this movement. His statements at the Ioungh of
Delhi on January 22, 1990; at the Conference of Vice-

: issi i ' with
Cha sed by the then Pronning COngmisizno?i?:fzrﬂf}l{ﬂ;gg%;;\:ce of
o Ncellors organt o Minister on March 7 1690, a iy . 1
Olvement of the Prime i<ed by the Tamil Nadu Board of Continuing uclzo lgn pu
Yoluntory organisations orgonlsﬁoncl agenda of action. They were a source of inspiration
hteroCy at the centre ofT 4Thef2i(:1ke rs, writers. artists, literacy activists, NGOs and government
And strength for all creative '

functionaries alike.

icti ie
Ernakulam district in Kerala ach

Adiseshiah participated in
his individual capacity and as
fU"\Cﬁonories to bring teachers an
about 40 million to the mainsired
INternational Literacy Year at New

. +ion builder. Since literacy and continuing education
”.UTIO iiding, he took pains to build up the Tamil Nadu
nor\‘ b: Icomé to be recognised as the State Resource
v‘veh :rc, the field of material construction as well as fraining

Adiseshiah was a great inst
Were the focus of his vision Of na
Boarg for Continuing Educcf'on'
Centre ang played a pioneefing o

of |j ; i
f eracy functionaries nal Literacy Mission as its Director-General, | had

also the excitement and joy of being present gt

(18, 1992. A special commemoration function was
A he Tamil Nadu Board of Continuing Education with
o t‘ trators, educationists and social activists attending.
" t in chaste Tamil stirred us all.

ft the Nafio

e
Few months before e and

e rare opportunity and privite
Adiseshian's 83rd birthday. O
held gt the new office premises =
State Ministers, academicions. adm!

is statemen

1 ion Ond his S .

hat wee a special occas! o whether in setting the agenda for action or conducting
S

ry concepr‘J'ise“ a planner or acritic. His mid-term

ary. . . . R

otf; accepted as classics, comprehensive, objective,
8 -
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He set exermnplary sfond .

IProce-eding, whether a5 VT'
"“Views of the Plans came 10
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unbiased and independent. A person of this stature, calibre. vision. imagination and
perception is certainly a rarity.

* Kk %
Dr.M.V.Nadkarni
Professor
Institute for Social and Economic Change
Bangalore

ADISESHIAH, one of the most towering personalities in the field of education and research
in social sciences in the country is no more. His absence will be felt by us for a long tmé
fo come. He had many endearing and impressive facets to his personality, but | wil
confine myself only to a few which appealed to me most.

He had a fremendous grasp of the Indian economy. an encyclopaedic knowledge:
Ahuge variety of data and information was at the tip of his fingers which he kept ude'ed
till his last days. His prompt and timely mid-term reviews of Five Year Plans and also moré
frequent overviews of the economy bear an eloguent testimony to his panoramic vision
and deep knowledge. The many books he edited carry a distinctive stamp of his own:
revealing his command over enormous information and of his lucid analysis of it. From
time to time he used fo bring together experts on various aspects of the Indian economy
in seminars and publish the papers prepared by them in edited volumes. The integrating
framework behind them was all his own and, therefore, his edited books turned out to D€
immensely greater than the sum of the papers contained in them. The ilearned and
insightfut introductions he wrote for the books he edited constituted only one of the reasons
for this. The overall perspective and leadership he contributed to them was also a Majo’
factor. He chose themes for the books he edited in areas which were important but iN
which relaftively little work was done. They, thus, amounted to significant contriputions:

The second thing which attracted me to him was his deep concern fof
environment. He was particularly pained by the fact that maimnstream economics had
ignored this for long. His analysis led to these conclusions: (Q) the fact that economic’
was evolved at a time when natural resources in situ seemed abundant and
underutilised; (b) preoccupation with the market: (¢) fragmentation of knowledge into
different disciplines; (d) obssession with economic growth of physical ocutput: and
(e) faith in the substitutability of natural resources by capital (Adiseshiah 1991 1199-200)-
He contributed in his own way to stimulate economic research in environmentd
problems of india and edited a book on the theme with Q Moving introductio”
(Adiseshiah, 1987). He deplored the fact that economic research on environmemol

problems lagged behind government interest in India from the point of view of 0
concerned economist (Adiseshiah, 1991).

The third thing for which | admired Adiseshiah greatly was his humane and
enthusiastic interest in promoting the research career of young scholars particularly those
outside metropolitan centres. This involved mainly Ph D students and acadermics oM
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He took personol inferest in promoting research
mes of research, and actively paricipated in them.
t them in such workshops. Having pogicir;o’red at
. the presence of Adiseshiah, | know hoyv very pro uc. v.ve they
t:s's: YZZ""‘S’WODCS;;ZA(;D’? :? si) rezssuring to find frhof MIQS hg:;c;:gr;zﬁg ;r:;s ;r:(;:h;r;]oenl :\:/1:'
has been coonrlributing'to improve the level of lm‘eroc’ncl)(;\ e o Mot e
of social sc(::' nce research in Southermn india. There cgumem. D oute fo
than to corluet}inue to follow his ideals and be inspired by y

'esponsible work.

‘moffusil- universities and colleges:
workshops for them on selected the
He also brought other experts to mee

* K K
Or. P G K Panikar
Former Director _
Centre for Development Studies
Thi . :
h:ruvononrhopurcm mbination of scholarship, commitment to lofty idealism
co

ADISESHIAH was a person O;rzzdership qualities. Asian economist, his range of interests
and upright principles. an

he list of Nis publications which covere'd‘c‘ﬁiverse areas
Was wide as exemplified BY ' thoughts on Adam Smiths’ Theory of Division of Labour,
INcluding economic theory (&mﬁ—ﬁg“&’iAwoke: Human Role in Development

niry
M As Seen in Parligmentary Statements,

€270, shoping Nationd ™ T. n Trade in Indian Economy, (1986), Public Pghgy
(1985)  Foreign It | fFPr is for Direct Tax Reformn (1987). etc. Adiseshiah’s
Tax Policy: FT

Rlice Policy (1987 th the UN during the first four decades since its inception
"®View of India’s experience wi i of the role of the 1BRD and the IMF and the powerful
n

5 q frank and unbiased ossessrf:ieomng of these institutions. [Forty Years of Economic
i c

-nterests influencing the fun ndi 1987). Seein particular pp 6-7, 13-14). Adise§hioh

velopment UN Agenciesdn member of Parliament (1978-84), as reflected in his

Made valuable contributions as a of subjects G general economic scene, savings and
e

Observations on such a wide 1aN9 o Five Year Plans, budget, efc.

i isal of th N
Nvestrment, mid-term appPra e developmenf of two leading academic institutions,
vemeﬂf in

tive stages, was of great help. Adiseshiah had been
maty Centre ever since it was set up in 1970. He
-+ the Cenfre since 1980 as a member gf the Govem.ing Body

was formalty associated with i« years untit 1992. He gave fru:'rful. lq:dgrshnp fo the
from 1986 and its Chairman for siX P ing in ifs day-fo-day cdrnlnls'rro’noﬂ o one
flmchonmg of the Centre. W! Contre entered into an agreement wn'rh the Ur.med NGﬁOns
during his chairmanship that fhed ne Government of India for conducting an lmerfwohonm
Fung for Population Activities onﬁon o Development. This.progromme was aimed af
Troihlng programme in populd uted by developing countries and formgd part of the
'éommg mid-career ofﬁce'rsi Sgﬁ] populofion and development. Adiseshiah was keenly

lobal Programme of Train!

Adiseshiah’s invol or
the MIBS ang the CDS in thelf Or
. o

Qsource of inspiration for us W

thout inte
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inte:rested in the academic activities of the centre, its teaching and research. He read
all rresearch output of the Centre and made frank and critical comments on them.

* Xk
Dr. G.Parthasarathy
Dinector
Insititute of Development and Planning Studies
Visakhapatnam

| hcad the good fortune of knowing Adiseshiah since the late 1960s. | was an invitee at thé
infeer-disciplinary seminars organised on poverty. Adiseshiah chaired most of these sessions:
and guided the deliberations. Even a stupid remark from the audience did not disturb
hin. On no occasion did he loose his temper. He listened to everyone with attention and
at the end summarised every point of view. He was never aggressive in his presentation
put gentle and persuasive. A unigue characteristic of these meetings wos that af the
end the minutes were ready and were circulated among the participants. He was @
disciplined academic who kept to the timings scrupulously. There WSS mgch to tearn

from his chairmanship of the meetings. In fact, | benefited
: very m he
wcls a model. ry much and for olf of us

Adiseshiah was sensitive to the concerns of the poor. Hisinterests in the subjects of
poverty. primary education and health were not merely academic. He was a highlY
maotivated person with a deep sense of commitment to the cause of Athe poor

Yet another of his qualities which should be emulated by all academics was his
ready response to whatever that was sent to him by younger colleagues for comments.
He read with a great deal of care and his comments were always meaningful and
encouraging. My experience in this regard just a few weeks before his demisegis worth
quoting. I sent an evaluation report on the economic impact of women's thrift oéwd credif
societies in Cuddapah district, Andhra Pradesh, to  Adiseshiah and several others. fOf
comments and suggestions. The only person to respond was Adiseshiah. The reply 'wos
received within a fortnight of the despatch of my evaluation report Thé enerosity Of
Adiseshiah in commenting on areport of a younger colleague is unﬁoundgd | preseﬂ'
below the copy of the letter for the readers to judge for themselves Adiseshiah's '
partticularly his kindness to younger scholars.

July 6, 1994

Dear Mr.Parthasarathy,

personalify:

| nave received the IDPS report on Economic Impact of Woman's Thnft etc

I am in agreement with the analysis, and express .

i ‘ particular ¢
the tables in Chapter IV. | Thmk that one of the indicators of quality g?ﬁfcxozuonmoé
longevity of g person. | enjoyed reading this report and was enlightens;d tx)sonYSo

With regaras,
Yours sincerely,

sd/-
Malcolm § Adiseshiah
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The immediate response was followed by his letter, on July 16, 1994

July 16, 1994

Dear Mr.parthasarathy.
| have now read the report on the Economic Impact on Women's Thrift and

| i istri i ith the statistical data that
apah district. | am impressed with T‘ :
e Societ oS M ond b blished in this report. The searching onalysis of the thrift
i ic i tribute to in a small way from
i he economic impact that they con to in

?hrgurg;cc:’rcc:‘\ggﬁf Lfeview, put in G big manner as far as the individual women are
concerned are highlighted. One data that | would sggges'f you should add is the

statistics of litetacy/illiteracy of the members of the thrift societies.
i i ter Vil are truly impressive, in

mendations that you make in Chap ' .

DGrficLTaer {zg?z;grophs 56 & 57 are important and from my gonyerschon with
Mr. Hanumantha Rao 1ast week about this report, are of widef applications nof only to
' | ner states. The only problem is that because of the language

put to of T , .
Qgggror:é?: gf:r:wnof pbe an inter-change petween societies like this actual or potential,

in different states.

Thank you for sending me a copy of this report from which | have learnt o

great deal.

with regords,
Yours sincerely,

sd...
Malcoim S Adiseshiah

The letter again reflects his commitment to scholarship, to the cause of the poor,
and his generosity to his younger colleagues. His modesty is reflected in the last sentence

of the letter where in he says | have learnt a great deal”.

a well wisher and the academic community an

In Adiseshiah’s demise, t have fost
mmitment 1o scholarship. May his soul rest in

inspiring personality with unbounded CO

peace.
* **
Dr. R.N.Poduval
Chairman ' ‘
Centre for Research in Economic and Sociol Devejopment
Maodras

DR. MALCOLM Adiseshioh and | were contemporaries at the London School of Economics
(LSE) in the late 1930s. He was senior to me both in age and experience as he had been
a lecturer in a college in Calcutta before he joined the LSE for his Ph.D, whereas | had just
taken the B.A. degree from Madras University. He had putin two years of research work
ot the LSE when | first met him. We used 1o meet occasionally for lunch af e LSE restaurant.
He appeared to be avery serious student since he used to leave for the library soon after

lunch to continue his wOork.
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deliver four lectures at MCC. DrK.N.Raj was then his student at MCC

At MCC, he f iti
o | ollowgd the traditions of Prof. Gilbert Siater the fi of
omics at Madras University, who had im gt

the students was directed towards

the study of i i " Wi i
y of particular villages”. With dynamism he led his students to the villages to study
i

their economy at first hand.

y h}is Close attention to detail: he used 10
' nation of datg available
Our academic life did not last long as he

support his statements based on critical exami

joined the United Nations Educationdk

and other bodies. ’

It was only after | retfired from the Food and A
had joined after serving the Government of India
DrAdiseshiah. He had by then refired from UNESé:
institute of Development Studies (MIDS) of which he

griculture Organisation (FAO) which'!
that | came into close contact with
O and had established the Madras

. | was Chairm
Dr.Adiseshiah welcomed my joining MIDS as Honorar o

fime fojoin. he enquired why | was hesistating. Among hi

I would like to mention four: (a) the single-handed szos
Review, (b) his activities at the India International Cenfrer
the MIDS Bulletin: and (d) his participation in various sem;

Dr. Adiseshiah took great pains in bringin
which covered the progress of the economy in th

of i '

On;?iicz\l/ebzef@';fz@;s' . In the beginning, it was more descriptive than
Wosg al. t r he began to analyse critically the gat ich he
. asing his conclusions. He was anxious to include in th i o on when
?formotion as he could lay his hands on. | femember that whjn frivlebw o e ne:‘/
o _ y book. " Foodgrail
degve,op!m( Q;nrtg;?‘i S:ind;?Or;‘eeocuf, he was glad he could base his observations on the
' ' onomy on my study. The mid-t

time. came to pe recognised as an authoritative g o e
economy. When the planning process was downgrad

reform; since 1990, he felt it was a setback as the e
allocation of resources.

bringing out the Mid-Ter

Y Professor. When | took some
manifold activities nt the MIDS.
fin bringing out the Mid-Term
New Delhi: (¢) his editorship of
nars conducted by the MIDS.

9 Out the Mid-Term Review.
€ light of the implementation

, w. in a shor!
ppraisal of developments in e
ed with the adoption of economiC

conomy still needed

guidance in thé
it WOS, only when he expressed Inability to continue the work Of
m Review annually that it was passed on to others
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Besides the work relating to the appraisal of the performance of the economy,
DfAdiseshioh also started the economic group at the India International Centre, New
Delhi to discuss economic problems. Not only did he arrange the meeftings, he also
Presided over them. He was always in touch wi
dis““guished themselves in public life for discussions on subjects of .fopicol interest. |
'ecall his arranging a meeting on the 40th Anniversary of the UN at which those who had
Served in the various UN bodies were invited to participate. He had asked me to speak
On the activities of the FAQ. but as i was not informed about the meeting in hmg, [ coulq
,no"- He was sorry about this and said that if | had written out the te)'d, he wou_ld include it
N the volume to be published. The text of my speech was thus lncludeq in the bgok
edited by him entitled Forty Years of Economic Development: UN Agencies cr.wd Indiq.
Not only did he have a great capacity for organisation, he also evokgd consnde.rc?l:l)le
interest in the discussions. The book hasbeen of great value in understanding the activities

Of the various agencies of the UN.

Adiseshiah made it a point that MIDS

himself wrote nearly half ifs contents. He als ‘ _ .
seminar each month. the text and discussions of which were fo appear in the Bulletin,

Not only did this provide an opportunity to prepare papers for the seminar, it was also
Published in the Bulletin. The seminar papers provide a mine of information.

Adiseshiah not only attended re :
the MIDS, he participated in the discussions.
the Economic Appraisal published by the Ev

Government of Tamil Nadu. | used to admire the

brought out the Bulletin every month. He
o used to insist that the MIDS conduct a

guiarly the meetings and seminars conducted at
He used to prepare a paperon the report of
aluation and Applied Research Department,
thoroughness with which he studied the
Economic Appraisal. He was critical that it did not come oufin Time as it was intended to
provide the legisiators information on economic developmenf§ in Thg State so that they
could participate effectively in the Assembly. It was dug T(? his persistent efforts that a
ing out more of less in fime.

better ECONOMIC Appraisgl was com

when | sent him a copy of the

Changes in_the Cropping Pattern: A Case
Study of South Arcot District, Tamil Nady, brought out by the Centre for Reseorf:h
in Economic and Social Development (CRESD). he appreciated my step and
informed me that he would get it reviewed in the Bulletin. This was done
in time.

what | would like to cherish about Adiseshiah is my long friendship with him, his
o various problems and his eminence as an economist.

infinite capacity to apply himself t
* * Xk
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Dr.K.N.Rqj

Chairmaon

Centre for Development Studies
Thiruvananthapuram

ADISESHIAH was the one who infroduced me ta econ
in June 1941 to be exact. it was a time of great ch
in economiz policy orientation.

omics. That was over 50 years g%
anges both in economic theory @

For a young student, one immediate conse

and outlook between those who received their fraining in the subject before 1940 G
those who were being introduced to it from then on. The great majonty of students
registered at the time for the Honours course in Economics in the University of Madros

quence was the wide gap in opprodc”

er technical points then undeéf
it was Dr.Adiseshiah, ong he alone. who made all 1hé

difference o us who were fortunate enough to be taught by him

enleft us to do our own reading fOf
Some of these references related to relatively new

college library.  These, he saig, were in his privote

which he gave several references.
books that were not available in the

strong resembiance to him.

There was another feature in his method of tea
Keynesian theory and its basic form ond content, o
method undertying the theory, he took pains to infroduce some of the recent innovation®
in the then largely neo-classical theories of value and qj
10 the analysis of monopoly and imperfect Ccompetition associateq :uth fr;e names of
Chamberlin and Joan Robinson.  This was arelatively new way of teaching what used
to be known then as "Principles of Economics’ based largely (it not whoily) on Altred
Marshall. Most of our teachers of the subject knew little more than what was covered bY
Marshall though we were grateful enough to those who explained to us clearly the form
and content of Marshallian analysis.

ching. While acquainting us WiTh
nd stressing the macro-economic

There was still another and. to my mind

(udging by the impoct it had on rny thinking
and subsequent interestsy more important

and very refevant feature of Dr Adiseshioh’$
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s to visit villages in he neighbourhood of

dersiand how the common
hmbﬂrorn (where the coleQ® was locaioc andlfzftsdtr::oﬁon arnong them, and nof
e vedin indio. e genefcl leve.s n stillin infancy and childhood.
O“‘V?he fn o Gteoﬂl:sns but how MOy et dlefj w'::lend nelp students in identifying
iy ms;heon?hcznn; institutiond) mechans™ ¢ gu'deoin a friendly welcome from the
e YOS ? such explorafion or to hep the{:\ogs without suspecting our moftives.
Vmoge?s \cllli\?:!gs;si;de them to respond 10 OUr questll

: i 1 a Rural Service League
i i lution. It was fo star
' ' ‘ ningenious 2 i in i crete terms, students
‘ For this, Adiseshiah had ;ents 1o ke active oart in it. in con rets tarms, stugen'
N college and persuade Sﬂ; of two o fhree to these villages, (;O;Z Oi e ey v
. ) ' :
V_Ve'e oy ea g group‘mmenfs. eyedrops, loxanves', a O oo proved, in
2’5"0@ it with enoudn Or‘wﬁdence of grondmothers! This uniqu
Ouseholds and win the Co

. ouf of curiosity,
. in fact, long after | left MCC or?d o} ’
w0 lime, 1o be an Open 0L come, though it was now their turn - the villagers

. du
teQCh‘”g From the outset, he exhorie

: warm wel : ionat links was clearly
went back to a village. ! go! cble queSTiO“S! Developing such emo.'ﬂ;) I | people forget
-1o badger me with innume;G & who now exhort us to integrate with rural p

ich thos
Q two-way-street — which

all too often.
Years later, when Adiseshia
had the occasion to recall some

ok over as Vice-Chancelior of Madras Universify, {
hfkt)tfsese early memories when he invited me 1o deliver
o)

ion of the Sixtieth Anniversarly Commemorohotr; of :gegc;,go\:;eor:
Olecture on the 0CCOSEn My lecture. delivered on Novem er‘ 1976, o
of Economics, Modras Ur'\fverxsg:/:-onomy”. ( recalled the valudble confribufion ma ih
“Village india and it'sh Pof‘i‘:s‘:fcsniveﬁi ty Professor of Economics, Prof. Gilbert Siater, from the
the Department by the€

artment in 1916, Prof. Siater fook the earliest chance hf-:n
fime he took cnarge of e oo tu in South Arcot district, with the help of one of his

could to visit 9 VoG ‘ruvehtpoilloge. (The village had come to be S0 named ifx Tamil
sfudents wno came from 1o Vn the Pennar rivel, which ran north of it about a mile and
because it was situated bi"‘”ﬁi e same river flowing by the side of it in the sou‘(h.' Theslé
ahaif away. and 9 bfor;ﬁe Zisfonf past by an imaginative mind as two fenc':e.s (9&_\@__)1 (
two rivers were seen in the world beyond. The reason for Prof. Slater deciding O visit
protecting the quge from he himself explained later that he wanted students of
a village of this kind WO; G:ubjec* not as "a series of unintelligible theories to bellecrm
economics 19 122;uﬁzrr\smis Principles but as one which had “as ifs central object of
Sﬁg?ﬂfﬂzszggses and remedies for Indian poverty”.

nce to all the villages on which Prof. Siater initiated studigs through
: e University aroused the interest of Adiseshiah (who hf]d evsden.ﬂy not

his students €f tten them even if he had) as well as severat others in the audience.

seen them or had fOFQZNe led soon affer fo re-surveys of some of the “Slater villages’, a

This, [ was %‘Z:’;ﬁs:; i ,&] e MIDS itself under the guidance of Adiseshiah,

good num

lectures Adiseshiah gave, at the Sacred Heart College in Madras
i is obvious how much importance he later came fo attach to

My later refere

Erom the last pubol
on September 8, 1994
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students of economics visiting villages, not for the limited purpose he had in mind in 1941
when he insisted on our visiting villages around Tambaram, but with more important and

specific objectivesin view. The text of this public lecture ‘ - i
. published in th { yffetinin
December 1994, offers ample evidence of this: eMIDS 8

"When was, for a brief period Vice-Chancellor of this (Maaras) University. | arranged
for all Boards of Studies in all disciplines to have the teachers and students test 1ﬁe|r theories
and all their learning at the practical field level: the physics student, for instance. testing
his knowledge of physics in the functioning and the repair of tﬁe a ncunuylol farm
implements in the village: the chemistry student applying his knowled 5 of chemistry iN
order fo establish the chemistry of the soil on which the farmer is plongtin his crop: the
biology student helping to strengthen the animal husbandry properties of t?we foymer'GS a
means of raising his income; the commerce student in helping the village panchayat in
keeping its books of account and balancing the income and expendnurg : t:e n(\)/micS
student in identifying the people below the poverty line in the villa 4 B

] - , esa ing them
fo rise above it through various forms of self-employment e - 9 nd helping

This, he added was “part of the learning process for both the te

e
taugnt”. acher and th

Mr. Ramaswamy R. lyer
Research Professor
Centre for Policy Research
New Delhi

MY relationship with Adiseshiah was essentially through the Econormic Affairs Group (EAG)-
t had been familiar with his name for many years but it was only around 1986137 ;fo? (met
him in the forum of the EAG. | used to offend the panel discussions and sernars of the
EAG fairly regularly and occasionally | was a panelist or speaker under the charranshie
of Adiseshiah. The acquaintance that began thus gradual ‘

: Y evolved int n
relationship. O a closer working

Some time in 1992 Adiseshiah desired that | become the Alternate
Convener of fhe EAG and assist him in planning and organising tS
qcﬁvities. He was preparing to scale down the extent of hi ?ﬁ | ?neni
fn the aqctivities of the EAG and reduce his visits to Delh.VOHV:’:‘ s
Insisted that | undertake the preparation of the mid yeor e i He

: the
economy for 1993-94. view of

! feﬁ deeply honoured by these suggestions but pointed out that | was not an
economist and might not be able to do justice to the tasks he was asking m J:us 'ke on.
However he would not take 'no’ for an answer. and so | accepte ameon
that he entrusted to me and have been trying to do my best wi
responsibilities meant an increased closeness of association with A
last couple of vears | cherisn that as a privilege.

d the responsibiltes
thin my limits Thesé
aiseshian dunng the
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g.He had a remarkable clarity of mind and a
r in any discussion. He was a great simplifier; he

had no taste for excessive subtlety of sophistries of orgumepflor ’:?hllcifnizh;c;ilcifr?ate,
out would cut through fhese fo what ¢ regord.ed‘OS esfsen\grsf. ; zr::l of course, as C(I]:
M issues of equity. social justice and the alevine oNF:E?CO r:/e wos’ very interésfed in
Sducationistand a former Depulfy Direcfor-GenefGI o diously referred to as human
Issues relating to education and those which are now compendiously

test all policies on these touchstones. He

e HRD). He tended 1O | |

W(S]iur:gf dzveI:) 'pm‘?en TH(e w;s neither an enthusiastic supporter of the new economic
a doctrinaire.

Policies of the Government of India nor an ideological opponent of fho§e policies, but
’ende; ::) Iojk o(f)them progmoﬁcony from the point of view of larger social and human

Concerns.

Adiseshiah was a rare human bein
Capacity to get to the heart of the matte

It was fhose concerns and convictions that oy behind his commifment fo the E/:S
Despite his age. he would willingly undertake Q monthly visit t(laT [f)helhl fo presgjg ,-:errf ne;
Panel discussio’ns and seminars of the EAG because he felthd ese S|err1\'/e ;fiCFi) g Tcizo
Purposes. Even afterhe declared his intentions of a gradual wi (rjov(\;c;r,1 firp:::; enpe ) ien
in these dcﬁviﬁes did not diminish significantly. | am sure he regc;r de c;and osl ihe .mgos?r
and thought that he devoted fo the work of the EAG a sgcre ; uty. and s he e
important contribution that he could make s an economist an ofs <|] cialissues. The
the promotion of a keener awareness and purposeful debates on vital social ISsues.

i Il say headmasterly - aspect of his personality was evident in the
ey . -hqrfhh(; conaucted meetings. He was an extremely effective chairman
manner in whic

with a strong sense of time and relevonce: HPT had no hesi:‘gﬁon |r:. cuﬁigg ShC;f'f
meandering speeches of interventions, and in doujg sq he cou somr::;(t)mes Te qu;‘z
sharp.  However, any discomfiture that he caused in Thlrsh mf:nnerd v:\gs V'dmefn ary Ii y
quickly forgotten because of his general wisdom and aufhorly and his SVIAent simpt

and goodwill. |
H garded the mid-year review of the economy as an extremely important
ere

ing - a kind of alternative, unofficial economic survey which the government
Uhdeﬁotlg?mo account usefully. Formore than 15 years, he brought out the Mid- year
Rme;?/?ef\,:omrough his own personal and single-handed eﬁoﬁs. It was only in ]9?1—92 Thgf
he passed on this responsibility fo others. However he connnueq to take k‘een |nfere§f in
this exercise and was invariably in Delhi to preside over the seminar at whlch the re.V|ew
was presented. It was appropriate that his last oppeoroncg at the |nq|o |mem'0h0n al
Centre was fo preside. with his usual authority, over the mid-year review seminar on

November 12. 1994.

The EAG now stands bereaved. We shall miss his guidor?c?e, his sage cour.\sel, his
prodding and chivvying and his occosiongl magisterial odmom\flon. For along time we
shall be conscious of his earnest spirif hovering over the proc§ed|ngs of the EAG. A great
responsibility rests on those of us who are Now concerned with the EAG, to keep it going

70



in a purposeful manner, so as to earn an appreciative nod from that unseen chairman-:
That is the best tribute we can pay to his memory.

J Kk

Mr. P. Sabanayagam
Former Chief Secretary
Government of Madras
Madras

PROFESSOR Malcolm Adiseshiah was one of the persons who made a significanf
contribution to the development of education in'India.  The Ministry of Education. and
the Tamil Nadu Government looked up 1o him for guidance on education from the timeé
he returned to India after his long tenure at UNESCO.

As Education Secretary, | worked with him on several committees. Be it school.
college or university education he had a thorough grasp of the subject. He was not @
mere academician. Itis one thing fo be learned, possessing knowledge. another beingd
able to impart knowledge. The capacity o acknowledge and understand the level of
comprehension of those taught to absorb knowledge is a rare attribute in teachers. The
structure of the curriculum and the administrative infrastructure for ensuring reasonablée
success of the programme requires field experience and vision.  All these qualities
Adiseshiah possessed and they account for the soundness of his advice. Why go further
to find out why he was sought after?

Special mention should be made of Adiseshiah’s contribution to the formulation of
the National Adult Education Programme (NAEP) launched in 1978-79. The Constitution
declares that free compulsory education would be provided for all up to the age of 14
within a period of 10 years from the coming into force of the Constitution. that is, by 1960-
Even after two decades thereafter this was not possible to achieve. The question thereforé
arose whether all those who had missed schooling should be allowed to remain illiteraté
and uneducated and it was felt by the then Prime Minister Morarji Desar that thé

Government had a moral duty to these adults and a scheme of education should b€
formulated for them. Thus came into being the NAEP.

The formulation of the programme was no easy task as it meant identifying adult
groups according to their occupation, preparing appropriate learning material which
would be easily comprehensible and useful in their occupation, recruiting suitable part-
time teachers on nominal salaries, arranging suitable timings, accommodation and O
on. Considering the millions of adults who would be covered by this programme ond
benefit by it. and the impact it would have on the social structure ot society, Adiseshial
wholeheartedly welcomed the proposal and took active interest in drawing up th€
programme. His ideas and solutions to practical problems were indeed useful and praisé-
worthy. That the programme had been well-conceived and formulated could be judged
Dy the success achieved in several States which implemented the scheme with interest
and imagination. The credit for this is due in no small measure to Adiseshian.
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At the meetings of the Consultative Committee of Parliament members, he wopld
Only with bro.cdg questions of policy and not get lostin details. The level of dlS(?uSSlOﬂ
Was maintained at a high level. Offen the tone of the proceedings was set by him - an

&xample for others to follow.

deql

s the unanimous view was that he was fotally
. t. He would atfend meetings
dedic sponsibility he agreed fo accep ,
Wit tﬁ?;eci to wha'{evee; L’l ITy ‘; cepared even if it meant going through voluminous poperls
ang stofo; ondEcom wuggestion made. even by a junior func’rio‘nory, would_re_ece«ve his
Serioys Cz:;sd er;:o?'/\ A simple man with no airs or ego it was indeed a privilege and
1 .

Pleasure to work with him.

On Adiseshiah’s personal aftribute

tee of the MIDS Governing Council. | had the ‘privilege of
befngﬁssfog?fggelﬁﬁiﬂs | must say that the prestige and S;reggfh sﬂ:w;edf bly Tf;e
MIDS for its development studies is due not only fo the stature o hf\ csesdt?h, ut also .o
the bang of able academicians he was able to gather around ler:w onT e :Omer 2
which, while giving freedom to them, he was oble. to enfhus}e; em (()j c;c rlwev(e:1 cmbt
Maintqin the high quality and standard of academic work. - ere.ner\ﬂe‘DS e no dou
that his ideas and his spirit will confinue to be emulated by all those in :

* AN
Dr. B.sarweswara Rao
Chairman :
Institute for Planning ond Development Studies
Visakhapatnam

nto confact with Adiseshiah in the early 1970s. After
teacher of economicsin Andhra University, he wanted
me to be associated actively with the MIDS" programmes. It was the period when he
was trying to share his ideas with some senior economists and social sc;encg ’reocher§ in
the South Indian universities regarding the nged onq opprpgoh for strengthening teaching
and research in the social science focumes.' His Ombftlon.qu to dgyelop the MIDS,
which he established with his own and Mrs. Elizabeth Ad:f;esht'qh s munificence, not only
as a major research institute outside the framework of universities, but also as a forum for
the above purpose, through organisation of research methodology workshops for the
training of young scholars, annual meetings of the heads of Social Sciencg Departments
for review of teaching and research problems, and inter-disciplinary seminars on major
contemporary economic and social issues such as poverty. urboniso.ﬁon and environment.
His remarkable success in these directions in a short period 'of time re\{eoled several
tascinating facets of his personality. | recall with pleasure my.flrst qssocnohon with him in
the task of evaluating the performance potential of the social science departments in
the Andhra university including Business Management and law.  The distinguished
e by DrL.Bullayya, the then Vice-Chancellor, included

IT was my good fortune to come |
coming to know about my role asa

committee set up for this purpos
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Dr.Adiseshiah as Chairman, and great stalwar

. , ts i i .
OrSinghvi. | was Member-Secretary. Dr.Adiseshi o oK NRoj, DIM.N Srinivas ond

ah’s initial approach to this task was 0

matters of judgement by the distingu;
Quished experts, |t i ‘ '

i Sy 15D - T was during this pe } came f0
Aw obgut Dr. Adiseshiah’s academic interests and the wid . p‘ f f
cocial scionces. € range of his knowledge 9
Soon after my retirement in 1975, pr Adiseshi
my study on poverty and inequalities in Gdevelop
by him with his valuable introduction.

ah offered me a fellowship to completé

Prépared a comprehensive summary of the

discussions on the papers. MIDS brought out the volume under the title Int - ~iolin
; . itle Inter-Disciplindty
Approach to Poverty, which was widely welcomed and oppreciotede nTh:as l seminars
: e

were followed by similar seminars and work
shops on ot .
concern such as urbanisation and environment. | had t:::' SIUb;ects of coptgmgorag
some of them which were for me an exciting and fruitfy epor?: ure of participating
nce.

twish to recall particularly the seminars/worksho
on the status of social sciences and the problems of m
syllabi in the social sciences, focussing attention one
framework and methodological concerns, and the re
I stit recalt vividly the enlightening debates on the
eminent persons such as Dr. VK.R.V.Rao, Dr. v, Kurien,
Dr. Saberwal, Dr. Ram Reddy and Dr. Gupteswar,
interventions and his masterly summarising of the poj

Ps held at Mysore and Bangalore
odernisation and Indianisation of
ach social science. its conceptudt
levance of theory for public policy:
S€ issues with the participation of
Dr. Gopalasarana, Dr. Deshpande:
and Dr. Adiseshiah's signiﬁcar‘t
Nts emerging from the discussions:
. in later years, whenever | met Adiseshigh at the
Invariably focused on the subject of
and perspectives. and the impact of MIDS” efforts
sCience faculties in South Indian universities.
his disappointment was evident. Adiseshiah believed that the value of ial science®
fncluding history and philosophy, would be greatly enhanceq ;?h ne sociol Saenuaf@
l(r;;erocﬁgn among them. He was conscious of the complexmesecr;: ?rjeossf(;lls in
o veloping these disciplines relevant for policy-making in the Indian context Howevel
heeevé?tlgeg tried to develop the MID$ as aninstitution worthy of this purpose., olnd the waY
commitmer?rd brought out thelﬁul_lgng_ for more than two decades - with a sense of 1019
- gave ample evidence of his concern ang hope.

) MIDS, our conversatiol
mter-disciplmory ur\derstandmg
to promote these values in the socid!
He was not sure about the impact: 10 me.
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One of the most remarkable features of Adiseshiah’s character and style of working

She always found time. despite his preoccupPa b
QCtivist Q:\d guide on.d philosopher for several organisations in the country. to read

Carefully and comment on research studies sent to him by scholars and teachers.

I should not fail to mention in this connec?ﬂoh thf AQiseshioh govefme c‘ lot of
encourogemem in developing a small research institute in Vasakhop;::nom chs§1ng on
fociiitoting interaction between economics on ‘rﬁe on§ hand :Jnd c;h er SOClel scuen§es
Qs well as naturatl sciences. medicine, and engmegnng on‘ he'gpser, an or\ ocﬁoln
'esearch.  The Insfitute of Development anq Plonn?ng Studies ( ) ;Jpprecno‘red his
Critical and helpful comments on several of its studies on themes such as rl_;rol—urban
dichotomy., regional planning. monogeme‘nf of slums, WCI.Te( mgnogemen , Wfomen
deVetopmem through micro-credi’ and environmental quality and management.
xample of dedication to the cause of scienfific social
nce knowledge for the reconsiruction of society. He
economist and educationist with a vision, and for his
enf of social sciences in the universities and the

Adiseshiah’s life is O greaf e
enquiry and the use of social scie
will always be remembered as An
outstanding services 10 the developm

research institutes.
* % K

Dr. N.Subba Reddy

Professor .
Centre for Economic and Social Changeé

Hyderabad

ADISESHIAH distinguished himsel
very high position in UNESCO. More
circles for his drive to promote inter-dis
among social scientists. The MIDS to whic
organisational and intellectual terms, sta

and life's mission.

f as an educationist, economist and as one who held a
than anything. he will be remembered in academic
ciplinarity and multiple methodological awareness
h he made amagnificient confribution in material,
nds as the embodiment of his academic creed

As one who was a close witness o Adiseshiah’s stewardship of Madras University
(of which he was Vice-Chancellor during mid 1970s), this writer seeks to recount the
dynamism he imparted fo that institution. in particular, and the academic community in
South India in general. When he assumed the vice-chancellorship, the Madras University ‘s
glory was isolated with small depariments (with some exceptions) each manned usually
by two teachers, one professor and a reader, sometimes even fewer and exclusively
oriented to doctoral research. It generally shunned the hustle and bustle of graduate

students or pre—doctorol pupils.
in an act of daring heresy. as it were, Adiseshiah decided that every department
plebian task of teaching master’s level courses, in addition to the

should take up the
It meant more courses and more students necessitating, in furn,

doctoral programmes.
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more teachers. The sudden expansion of fac iti

more leachers . ulty positions was not

Combinez n e ﬂ?e Sotﬂ:\db:e::i fS;rrc?te administration. But the weight ;xsifzzgofo::‘):

comeined wif the soundness of © argument that a university has the prime duty 10

o o Prepae oo students for the next step of research, convinced thé

appointment of additional rf] UeC) to r elease immediately the fund l l the
eachers without the formality of wcitin; ?OGrCtiSe:or:y f?{P'On

ex

period. [f subsequently, it wasto b
. ntly. ecome a committ i
was a fime gap during which the latter reconciled iTs:I? tixfo?'?‘mre fortne State, Inef®
ities.

Ancther bold and a well-desi

. ; -designed measu
of university t T re he took was isi
o Wh”efcs]/” :Jhchers.' Th.e. situation when Dr. Adiseshiah becor:z r\/e‘ws‘On ofpay seol
University on _OTe;r ur;nvers;hes had gdopfed the Fifth Plan scales, th ce-Chancelior v
St gr amil Nadu universities were drawin onl o feqchers of Madro®

' e 'ovemmen’f s concurrence was still awaited, Ung ; i ¥ The previous scales as In®

University advertised new posts offering Fifth Pian éc ! & dlsesh
other universities and attract talent ales fo make

ah’s leadership. Madrds
things comparable with

33! i y-appoint :
salaries higher than those of the old guard, making it im%eroisef?cil;y bGegon drownr;g
or the Government 10

accent a ger eral revision of scalesin the
: ! in alt th univer iti T
wversities in amit N
il Qadu.

Not only was new blood brou .
ght into the universi
T fcur:gfof ;:ourse;. Adiseshiah used to send notes to Boc:fryds of;lw’ ,there was thoroqg"‘
. numberrsfevonzles and the applied possibilities of the subjects \Cldtes drawing onennog
ne . _ o

Adult £9 . w branches o'f learning with multi-disciplin ary fo ncerned. He starte

ucation, Molecular Biology and Polymer Sciences are cus. The departments Of
examples of this.

He infroduc ;
ofthe Umversif; r;‘;’iég‘i;z’?;:ef systemin all the institutions coming und e on
. . taisin: po of work for both teachers and er fhe jurisdieh>
infroduced e*ammohon reform, judiciously combining som nd students. Alongside. hé
He sowlfhe r.usks involved in total internal evaluation in fhe ﬂ§w elements with the old-
narrow identities and persondlised attitudes. At the sam € given social milieu with its
teacher evaluating his own pupils. So he designed a svst:r::ri?\e he saw the merits Of 9
ggz(;slfg::e:zezsﬁdem na .SUbjeCT were based on conhntgfsh e tmhz
cent of the mMarks w;rerot:c?h gss‘gﬂments, seminars, infernal tests ondoie;men;% ef
evaluation by infernal as s:'e on semester-end tests which were subject zjotn d uFt))Ie
Oversee the {Norkin of f\:: OsteXTemO' examiners. He constituted ojmon?t '2 c?ell fo
disparities berweengfhe :ys §m and to apply correctives where thereon . wide
further innovation. G n anwr S ?'Ve” by the internal and the externg exomweie As O
theee types of 'O. ew format was odqpted forthe question paper . ne d

questions, the short (or objective type), the medium (csé\:hld; cor:\t)annid
cepts, etc) @

the long (essa i
y type). This proved to be a
thought fit 1o adopt. doed model which a few other universties

As an adjun .
Ct 1o the curriculum reform, h
academic i - . he set up fora fo :
counci CO:;::?S and related administrative processes in the form ofr (;”?anol Qiscussion O:
n -
Ing of all the heads of departments and senior professo v deportmer;TOe
rs and a committe
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of conveners of schools (of cognate disciplines). These bodies met regularly, the former
under the chairmanship of the Vice-Chancellor.

once a month and the latter once a week

All issues concerning curricula, organisational bottienecks and individual problems of

teachers were discussed. and decisions were taken affer the various viewpoints were

heard, The remarkable thing was that the Vice-Chancelior himself drafted the minutes
ts within 24 hours, urging follow-up action. He

and cireulated them to all departmen .
e special reporfs (on academic issues) going

Used to circulate to the departments th .
before the Syndicate from the vice-Chancellor’s office, thus reflecting a greater concern

for democratic ethos and wider internal consultation at different levels.

He infroduced o sysfem by which the headship ofa department was to be rotated
among the professors. The teacher’s Association which formerly had led almost a
Clandestine existence. meeting outside the bounds of the university, was allowed to
function openly and to hold its meetings within the campus.  Sometimes the Vice-
Chancelior himself was e chief guest af the Association’s functions.
ent between the iIndian Council for Social and Science
arranged pi-annual sessions where social scientists of
erent universities and research insfitutes gathered to
thodologies and the state-of-the-art germane
s of social sciences working in South Indian

Working out an arrangem
Research (ICSSR) and the MIDS. he
different persuasions drawn from diff
explore and learn different aspects of me
to individual disciplines. Many professor

universities benefited from this exercise.
hancellorship ended, and he declared that he was not

questions loomed on the horizon. One was whether
ry on his legacy. maintaining the same momentum.

The answer was clear. His mental and physical energies were equal fo those of ten men,
and no subsequent incumbent of the vice-Chancellor’s office could be expected to be
the same. Another question was whether his reforms were not too advanced for the
milieu in which they were grafted. and if so. whether they would endure. There were
some who felt af that fime that Adiseshiah was disturbing the placid waters of Madras

University and violating some inviolable traditions.

n certain respects, he appeared much too advanced for the set-up in
d. But he was aman of the future with a mission to push things forward,
e. has its own pull with its decelerating effect. Some of his reforms
might have been laid aside subsequently as being too inconvenient or taxing to
implement, but, in the final analysis, the clock of time cannot be wound back. Things will
follow the course set by the man who had a rich vision of the future.

Wwhen the term of his vice-C
Qvailable for a second term, some
any successor would be able to car

Of course, i
which he operate
The past. of cours

* %k &k
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Rev. Sundar Clarke
Retired Bishop

Madras

ADISESHIAH was born on April 18, 1910 to Paul Varanasi Adiseshiah and Grace Nesammad
Adiseshiah. He spent his childhood and school days in Vellore and at Voorhees Collegeé
there. He was second among the five Adiseshiah children.

in Adiseshiah’s life | would like to attach importance to the good diSCiplined
parentage he had. This was a firm foundation for his great life. | would like to attach
importance to this because in our family gatherings he would constantly reflect on his
loving mother’s firm Christian principles and his father’s strong administration. Every Sunday
the children had to spend time in devotion and spiritual reflection before lunch wWas
served. His father was the first Indian Principal of Voorhees College and Adiseshiah had
his schooling in Voorhees High School and initial college education at Voorhees Collegé:
His mother was a women of extraordinary potential. She was an outstanding member of
the Vellore Ladies Club and other women's organisations. A talented musician, she was
the organist at Central Church, Vellore. Both his parents contributed much to Communify
life in Vellore and after Adiseshiah’s retirement from the UNESCO came up the Adiseshiah
Block in Voorhees College. Much of his disciplined way of life, upholding of values and
the capacity to work hard came from his disciplined parentage.

Malcolm then moved to Loyola College, living in Zion Parsonage with the Clarkes:
After a distinguished career in Loyola he came out with flying colours in the London schoot
of Economics and earned a Ph.D in Economics. He had no difficulty in getting @
professorship at the Madras Christian College. Here he had a profound academic and
spiritual influence on students. He was astar figure there. He was many a student’s hero-
Before coming to MCC he taught in §t Paul’s College, Calcutta.

His ability and capability knew no bounds. It appeared that he was climbingd
higher and higher in the ladder of life. He went to Geneva and joined the Staff of the
World Student Christian Federation and later the Student Volunteer Service and was theén
called to serve the UNESCO.

His efficiency. skill, hard work and brilliance took him to the top of UNESCO. as
Deputy Director-General and even as acting Director-General.  To me, he was one of
the greatest Indian Christians.

After retirement from UNESCO the Adiiseshians settled in Madras a place they loved:
ond started the MIDS. as an educational trust to contribute to the economic developmenf
of Tamil Nadu and India. through research, documentation. publication of research
monographs, organisation of seminars, workshops and conferences

The Nunc Dimittis

~ This great man’s lite came 10 a quick end.  He suffered a severe chest infection
which resulted in the failure of his kidneys and heart and he breathed his last in the earty
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hours of November 21, 1994. It was G great life well lived and well ended. We thank

Sod for Maicolm Sathianathan Adiseshiah.
* W

Or, M.S.Swaminathan

'S.Swaminathan Research Foundation

Maaras
hen he wrofe me a letter on behalf of

overnment Fellowship to study af the
n, Holland. | recall during those days any letter |
hip was not only replied immediately but was full of
n how | may be able to derive maximum benefit

i aintained contact with Adiseshich in different ways. 1t
iz.o :;3::3;(0 :;?;&;;’;;;Thne‘nr?shiﬁed my resid.ence. to Madras, that my Cor;foc":s with
him grew i;\ terms of frequency and depth of d;scus§lon: We wc?rked fogether in the
State Planning Commission during 1989-91 and | was If.WSplfed by his de*e*p Confem w!fh
Poverty and unemploymem issues. It is fo these two issues that | want 1o make a brief

reterence in this paper.

was in 1649 w

MY firg contact with Adiseshiah
Netherlands G

UNESCO offering me a UNESCO-
Agricultural University in Wogening®
WIOte 1o him in relation to this fellows
Meaningful and helpful suggestions ©

Poverty
of the first Five vear Plan, a major role of planned development

has been the reduction in economic and gendgr inequality. anonunofgly, in both
these areas we have been losing ground. According to the qunmng Commnssuon, 1r.\ere
are as many people below the poverty line fodgy as the entire Populgflon of India in
1950 when the First Plan was started.  Similarly, in terms of sex ratio, there has been a
gradual reduction in the number of females per fhogsonq males. Inthe 1991 Census, The
sex ratio was 927 females per thousand males. Adfseshtoh was qeeply c'on.cerned Wh
ond disturbed by such statistics. why has our planning process failed to eliminate abject

poverty and deprivation and enhance the status of women?

In 1980, when i was serving in the Union Plonr'\ing Commission first as its Acting Deputy
Chairman and later as member in charge of cgrlgulfure, rural development, education
health and science and technology. ! intfroduced in the Sixth Plan a chapter on “"Women
and Development”. 1also wrote a sub-chapter under empioyment on "A New Deg for
the Self-Employed’. The othernew feature of the Sixth Plan was a chapter on ‘E”VifOnme ;
and Development’. Al these chapters had organic linkages in ferms of field leyg, e n
The poot. and among them women, depend for several of their day to g ay nee on.
common property resources. For the poor life was made harder by ¢ eforest
ation, and non-availability of non-wood forest products s
tional park or a protected areaq,

From the beginning

ds on
ation,

i { degrad
environmenta g o et

of an area being declared a nd
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The basic underlying cause of poverty is th

time poor s i ~ & low economic v

hey Zon hggg?ﬁ;\gg;h;hew wqu is c!gssiﬁed as ‘unskilled” and ﬂ?e’: i\gggnir::(ijng)::z
programmes have been mspr.eszrlbed minimum wage. - Most of our poverty alleviation
prescribed various forms of p:r ed by the scarcity manuals of the colonial d which
and patronage-oriented m_’ec‘jef works to D.rovide income 1o the poor. This t?ey:eﬁciow
Most of the new jobs will hc\l/r:e TSGT should give way fo a prosper ify-ge.nercmn outtook:
oceupafions and shotid be d O, come from farm and agriculture-depend ¥ -farm

esigned to provide value addition 1o tirien erinon

We know that agriculturdl intensification

and giobal food ' can lessen pressu :
fOOd,gfue‘ wood, Sfeocc::llgg\r/ ?Ls:s 25 gcn be sustainedin the future o(r?h?gyf(;s)s;z ":0‘::2;'
per unit of output. The éreen Rn Oth?' commodities from less land, water Cc'j gnerQY
‘forest saving agriculture’, sin evolu?,o,, in wheat and rice in Indiq i's be tdan .ie d.as
o produce at fhe 1965 y.ie‘dcle we will need over 40 million hectares of csnddi.scn e
widely recognised that this evel the wheat and rice oyr tamrers prod i Itis
was coined n 1968 by M W;?”rocess, Now over 25 years old (the term o uce NOW. o
the multiplication of vori.ou, lqu ,Godd of the US Department reen Revolutly
recommend going back fo ;dIOflc C,md abiotic stresses. Ecologists would. therefor®
practices were prevalent 'dp’OCT\ces, unmindful of the fact that in th uld, there |d‘
Pakistan and Bangladesh W::C: S\SreOd famines were common. for :i;:s \l:/eh?:doio.
total population of 281 mi'llion i dere fheh part of undivided British India h p '1891 a
e o O e [oav. India dlone has @ popuiation o ohad.in &7
boon no serious fomine O”hrmlhon livesinindia. During the oast f ver 900 million.

, ough chronic hunger or under—r\\,;tritic?r:J ' decades fhere NS

prevails.

of Agricutture), has led 10

Employment

Most of the new jobs will have to come from 1
sectorsin the rural areas. But where can we find morke?sefo(:
when in ' ; .
e ;?i}:ﬁh{ Cc]:rc:]ti.:ir;fsnis 1L)‘:rm protection is now out of hand? Subsigi ihe
farmers’ Money comes fl e European Community. 1n JODQH m\: sidies double o
farmers’ income comes?;nn:rjne\ stafe as from the jand. I Swiféerlocnz ogomUCh of t of
every dollar of their earnin it e Government.  In the Uniteq States 'f per e up
In contrast, in the Third WO?[;W' h nearly 50 cents from the Govemmem‘ e tOpers.
past to res(lpurce poor farm f ’ e“"er‘ the small amounts of input subsid ond Consgmme
burden, and the conditi ,.O.mlh.es are being withdrawn because of t\l’lefended ".1 ing
aid, sho-uld be the oﬁe?nnof”f'efs 'mposeq when new loans are given ::tdebt serv;c;‘of
need for comin Tc? term O‘thut ure relationships between rich ang Déo rode. an oS
Third World cag be mosd\g‘ |he foc! ?hOT,O dentin the unemploymer:tnononi 'hi the
industriclised nations /frndus;f:ig/Y b; @ radical rethinking of the farm p;ﬁ‘?‘e”‘c;f he
and capitat’s ariven advant ised countries persist in maintaining bomiw rme; ology
agriculture, the econo _VOn ages in :@dustry ond the subsidy’s g e techn .
mic and ecological future of the de"e/op/hg,;ir:, C;Jdvhon ragg; o
., where

gricultural and agro-industia!
fhe commodities we produce:
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s poor reside, will be dismal. This is
deration jointly by the leaders of both G-7 and G-15
e taken at the political level before technocrats
canbe imp&emented at the country level. The
s for the reduction of subsidies in industrialised
mented both in letter and

Cent of the global population and most of the world

M issue which merits serious CONS
Nations as the basic decisions have 0 b
€an suggest how such political decisions
World Trade Agreement does provide clousé :
Countries but it remains fo be seen whether these will be imple

Spirit,
Sustainable Development
e about the environmental impact of the Green
Revolution technology. This is because many environmenfGIiSTS have Cor?sidered that
Green Revolution. in addition fo creating social prob!erT\s, is also environmentally
Undesiragble. This is because tarmers often tend to use excessive doses of minerol fertilisers
and chemical pesticides porﬁcularly if prices of farm produce are aﬁroct{ve. Excessive
use of fertilisers could cause groundwofer pollution. Improper use of pesticides leads fo
the origin of pest-resistant insects, fungi and other pathogens. Green Revolution
technologies aim to increase production by improving productivity per unit of land, water,
time and capital.  Such productivity improvement can be brought about in an
je further agricultural intensification will be

environmentally sustainable manner. Whi : . catior
ecologically disastrous for industrialised countries, a lack of intensification and
diversification of farming will be socially disastrous for countries like India. In fact, experts

like Lester Brown have predicted that India may have 1o import over 40 million fonnes of
foodgrains by 2030. Importing food by Q predomingnfly agricultural country like ours will
be equivalent to importing unemploymenf. There is, therefore, no way for us excepf to
produce more food and other agricultural commodities from less land and less water,
using environmentally sustainable technologies.

it would be useful 10 find another term to indicate the negative consequences of
chemicals and over- exploitation of land and groundwater. | would like
s ‘greed revolution’.  We should curb it both through
legistation and education promote an environmentally sustainable and socially equitable
Green Revolution. Failure to distinguish between these two phenomena unfortunately
creates confusion in public mind and promotes wrong public action. This is equally frue
about the ongoing agitation against coastal aquaculture. Ecologically sustainable and
socially equitable shrimp farming is certainly possible, but the attraction to make as much
money as possible quickly leads to the adoption of “greed” rather than “green”

technologies.

useful to remember what Mahatma Gandhi said: "Nature provides for
t not for everybody's greed.” This principle also represented the
personal philosophy of Adiseshiah. Ofhimif can be truly said: "His life is his message.” He
was the embodiment of humility. simplicity. personal and professional infegrity and, above

all, love and compassion for fellow human beings.
& d Kk

Adiseshiah frequently asked M

excessive use of
to refer to this phenomenon a

It is
everybody's need bu
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Dr.Vedagiri S.Shanmugasundaram
Former Vice Chancellor
Manonmaniaurn Sundaronar University
Madras

THIS account of my personal recollections is given to the MIDS Bylletin in the making
of which | was associated with for the entire period of the quarter century of it
existence. | knew about Adiseshiah from my teachers Dr.B.V. Narayanaswomi Naidu
and Dr.R. Balakrishna, his contemporaries in Britain and India. and colleagues in the
economics profession.  During the 1950s. In the 1960s | invited Adiseshiah to givé
special lectures in the University of Madras and to attend the Golden Jubilee of thé
indian Economic Association at Madras while he was in the UNESCO at Paris. From
the time he arrived in Madras to the last days of his tireless service to the economicCs
profession, | have known him as colleague, Vice-Chancellor and an eminent persona

gratain Indian affairs. While | was working on a thematic stud i i
of economists of AsIO-
the MIDS was my habitat. Y '

As a member of the first Advisory Board of MIDS, | helped Adiseshiah in many way$
to set up the Institute. My closest associations with him were through the State Planning
Commission (SPC), the University Planning Board and the Indian Economic Association:
The State Planning Commission was set up by M. Karunanidhi soon after taking charge o5
Chief Minister. Between 1971-72 and 1973-74, 15 major task forces and committees weré
set up in the SPC. Adiseshiah headed the task force on education, and invited me 10
head a committee on collegiate education. In turn, in my task force on human resources
for economic development, he served on its committees.

At the university level, Adiseshiah and | moved on to work in the University pPlanning
Board set up by him soon after his taking over as Vice-Chancelior in 1975 ang of which ]
was made Member-Director. The task was to prepare a perspective plan for the university:
When | gave a massive two-volume report, Adiseshiah took it with him to the United
Kingdom, worked on it during one of his several flights, helped in the preparation of a slim
volume and had it adopted as the University Perspective Plan for 15 years up t0 he
1990s. Massive investment in facully and resources for a university Institute of EconomiC
Sciences was planned; what happened after Adiseshiah left in three years time, was the
foundation of the Madras University School of Economics (MUSE) with UGC supbon, with
myself as its first coordinator.  The two departments of economics and economemcs
(separated after Adiseshiah left) were to take up coordinatorship in turns.

Adiseshiah and | were deeply interested in the Indian Economic Association. A Rs: !
lakh fund he created for the IEA Trust was operated by me and Adiseshiah in the last tWO
decades gs Life Trustees. He also made arrangements with the Indira Gandhi govemmer"
to extend an invitation to hold the World Economic Congress in india in 1977; he hod
spoken to Prof. E. A. G. Robinson, President, International Economic Associoﬁo'n and IS
editor, and several others including UNESCO based leaders, and deputed me to the
Executive Committee of the International Economic Association at their World Congress in

81

d affiuence of Japan, headed by Prof. Tsuru
nd Prof. Robinson gave us the consolation

ment Policy.

B.udopeS' in 1974 Howevert the weaith an
",ed the balance in favour of that country. ©
Prize of an International Round Table on gmploy
Wherever he served he was respected for his fitne§s ch hgr;t?gre:d for his devoted
$elvices. He was lofty in his appreciation. and appropriate in his tribuies.

er for the 10ss
an minds. Th
id be to do

British raj. @

of great world citizens of the past decades.
i e least that the contemporary infellectuals

of t?\zszs;‘r;? ;'j;‘:;‘;‘zgjg ggr:,ou cument the strides which Indians mode' at
home and abrood at the end of nd in the last half o ce.ntury of indian
Ndependence. The next phase is not to measure up 1o Western or Arrlxengo:fstzndo:ds,
Which was a task for our torebearers born in serfdom under foreign rule, but 1o f-:-ve op
plems. Adiseshiah was a spokesman of the voiceless,

uni : i ian pro . .
'quely inian solutions o7 Inctan® a. May his inspiration guide us in his footprints.

The city of Madras is POOT

At home and abroad in Asia and Affic
* Kk K
Or. Yasodha Shanmugasundaram
Former Principal
Ethirgj College
Maaras
t some of the important contributions Adiseshiah made to

IN this tribute | wish to highligh

the intellectual ond academic life of India. ofter his return to Madras. When the MIDS

was founded, reguiar seminars were held by drawing from the “externgf.I gconom\f/" in
terms of tatents in the Economics Departments. The sharp focgs on.spem iC issues O t'he
Tamil Nadu economy. Was its distinguisned feature. When Adiseshiah asked m‘e to give
a review of the Tamil Nadu economy, 1970-79. | was hgppy to work on that Subjecf,. and
I am happier still that he followed it up with annual reviews. 1 had many opportunties fo
hear him and disCuss subjects of mutual interest not only‘ at the MIDS put at ol Conferences
of the Indian Economic Association and ofher‘ professional gothe’snng.s an rrjeehngs of
educationists. Of them. his work for the creation of the women's university is a fheme
appropriate in which to pay my tributes.

women's studies, women’s university, and related matters are of concern 1o welfare
economists, to which fold Adiseshiah belonged. When he was appointed to the committee
to form a women'’s university his vision and purpose were clear. He made it o research
pody. There would be no dffiliated colleges. It would bring together the experts in the
field. It would not duplicate the work of other universities and his document is of great
value. A remarkable quality of his public service is that he knew where to draw the ling,
and not to crossit. fForoverd decade he watched the performance of the Mother Teresa
University, in ferms of its land, buildings, location. staff, and many other facets. Having
drawn a report for it. any other person would have been tempted to maintain continued
interest in it or be concermed about whot was happening to ft' But this is not the role of a
consultant. His work was over when the report was given. Adiseshiah was disciplined not
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to interfere in the institutions he created or headed. Thisis o great quality which leaders
in professional life could emulate.

His response 10 the needs of young scholars was generous.  When the staff of the
economics faculty of Ethirgj College, where | served for about a quarter century. wanted
to bring out a Festschrift in my honour, many teachers ang well wishers were requested t0
contribute articles to it.  The earliest contribution to arrive was from Adiseshiah. And
when the book was released, his article was in print, and we qif missed his presence. He
had given a foreword to the book: Iamil Nadu Economy: Some Selected Aspects, edited
by me along with Mrs.R. Rajalakshmi and Dr.M. Bhuvaneswari (Emerald, 1991). He carefully
read the book, and stated “the data brought together on the facets of the economy Or€
fertile ground for empirical analysis...It represents many hours of hard work, closé
consultation. and inter-personal and professional discussions. It is a monument to thé
scholarly industry and integrity of the thirteen students of economics involved in this
exercise”, - what an appreciation from one of the great economists of our country. what
I appreciate most is that we are called “students”: g good teacher is q life-time student:

During his vice chanceliorship, he gave autonomous status to the largest numbef
of institutions. He delinked the matriculation schools from the university, and rushed through
many reforms. The university professors were not permitted to stand for elections of
nomination fo the syndicate. To compensate for this, he founded the “Inter-Depon‘memal
Councif”. Autonomous college required finances to organise boards of studies, academicC
councils and other facilities such as libraries and increased facuilty strength. And student/
teacher confidence in the fairness of their examination and other exercises are also cruciok
in the long run such reforms will be remembered as major steps towards modernisind
higher education.

Recently, | wrote a book on Women Employment in india . and gave it to him fof
comments.  He read it as usual with care and gave qa list of comments for the next
edition. And when | presided over a State Planning Commission seminar, and he gave 9
paper on "Rural Employment of Women in Tamil Nadu” he chose to sit with the aqudience
and gave his typical comment "you are a strong chairman® . Harg work and serious studies
held a fascination for him.

My husband and [ were frequent visitors to his house, and we hag the rare privileg®
of dining with his family, though ne kept his personal life qQuite apart from his professiona"
He counted us as his family friends. When he passed away. we lost a well wisher, not iN
Tﬁe ordinary sense of superficial appreciation, but g worthy and thoughttul guide. ond
firm supporter for worthy causes. Totally free from jealousy, he wished for us the highesf
offices, and asked us to be prepared for it. His response to any professional call wo®
spontaneous. With 80 years of worldwide reputation, his achievements rested lightty on
his shoulders. He is a good role model for young economists to fashion a self-respecting
disciplined and glofious India of the future.

* % *
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An Abstract of messages of condolence

NDIvIDyALS

D"P’C~Ahxonder, Governor of Maharashira, Bombay
) icashi of the greatest educationists and economists of
the o Ol?n'xcxlj::gz ,ﬁg’:ﬂ:g:ﬁkﬁg;ng him closely and ol\jv.cys c:cf:lhmired his irL};dc;fOn
ang COmmi'fmenf to the semnvice of the people. He persc;fmf\e’and,.xheemzr;czehr;s ﬁ?e :;r;
Virtueg of simplicity and humility... Always hu.mt.)ie and self-e GC{ o}
nim. His life was one dedicated to the cause of
Sducation. He gave his all for the great mission of educational reform and economic

' i the promotion of education in developing
'®Search. He was respected for his seVICes to ‘ :
COUnme§ thi::;h his ,f,ng years of service as Deputy Director-General of the UNESCO...

Mr.M v Arunachatam, industralist, Madras

. im fairly intimately. will miss him badly.
“ nd and | got to know him ' ' '

- He was G go::ksﬁ:efore nis death that we participated toge‘fher‘m a seminar on
"ndis to -my; fe:;:/s in the Changed Environment” organised by the National Cent}'e for
’hdus:ﬁg?:.q;iiony of which he was president... He li  d a full life and must have died a

Contented man...”

M1 Bharat Ram, Industrialist, New Delhi

| will glways remember his sense of humour and seriousness of his study of
"t will alway

economics.”
Dr.Chondan Mukherjee, Director Centre for pDevelopment Studies, Thiruvananthapuram
. 0 ) ’

~Prof. Malcolm Adiseshiah, an outstanding educationist and a great hurmanist was
ac frric;ﬁd and supporter of the centre and his capacity for hard and systematic work
wC O;emodel worthy to be foflowed. His erudition is well known. Prof. Adiseshiah has
Se(::ed several institutions with distinction such as Madras Christian College. UNESCO,
Madras University and as a member of the Rajya Sabha. As chairman and member of
the Governing Body. he took interest not only in the overall progress of the institution but
also in specific matters regarding the faculty and the staff. In his demise we have ost g

strong pillar of strength; an elder statesmon 1o whom we coutd look up 1o for advice.. -

Dr.M.Channa Raddy, Govermor of Tamil Nadu, Madras

“He was an eminent educationist and economist. He occupied vanous posts like
e-Chancelior of Madras University and Deputy Director-General of UNESCO with

the Vic rable loss to the academic world.”

distinction. His demise is an irrepa
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Mr. P.K. i
P.K.Doraiswamy, Former Spl.Chief Secretary, Andhra Pradesh
, s

*I had come to know hi
, im when | was Princi
Chairman, AP State . , s Principal Secretar i
friendship, 1 alw Council of Higher Education. Apart from e v Faucation. ane g
: ays admired his intellectual involvement in s .tﬂJOymg his company and
pite of his age "

Mr.Eric Auzoux, Alliance Francaise de, Madras

"Dr. Adiseshiah wasav i
| ery eminent memb
the Alliance Francaise on various occasions.” relihe board of ustees who nas OSSiS’ed

Dr.N.S.Hiremath, Professor a i
' ' ) nd Chairman, De
in Economics, Karnatak University, Dharwad P of Post Graduate Studies and Research

‘ "A prilliant student of economics from the ondon SChOO Dr.Ad eshiah rose to he
ig est peakii . i ES( | . al fo
Wh ‘hi ) F: K n:croc;eunc S:Or! xdu.mg. H. Qserved UNES O, as D;DUri’y-D‘isr(:CT‘o (;esnet :f r
e was instrumental in instillin Zf:lv” IeSTI rTYi) n. o A toror r ‘r U.W
h . n fn: H“er g t eT dev IOP ental attitude in academics Ar tshe (;VeprSI
gave Q develop: nental bias to the e| on(l)m' N o I < " f S ! on n
0 i : . I i C ' IC policies of amil N(]d| . His contrnib it i
chairman of the Madras Instit o eS m o § ” O‘ '
h n h n ute of Dev |OD ent STudies were ec:uoll N Sff ”hyr
. y no ew '

Inspite of his ad i i
' | | vonceq age Adiseshiah never failed to
oie of s advanced age ad advance the cause of educatio’

Fr. John Vallamattam, Commissi
_ , ission for Ed j
of india, New Deihi ueation and Culture, Catholic Bishops Conference

"I have been greatly inspi '
} y inspired by his spiri .
tied to _ ' pirit of service isi . ,
opplvy to the widely different forums of his service and vision of society which B
me a charging of the battery.” . Every meeting with hirm was fof

Mr.Federico Mayor, Director-General, UNESCO. Pari
) , Paris

“Dr. Adiseshiah was, for twenty-four

first as Assistant Di . YEears. a most distingui

always be remei!‘sg,’;’;i;i';jg' f”d subsequently as Depuiugﬁffé‘fré‘“ o UNESCS&

which contributed greatly to thelir;ne"ecmol energy and vigour he brou hf?eml. 'He/ork

Following his retirement, he devot 98- @ wellas to the programmes ofg th o h{S vtion.

of Development STUdie‘s Ut ‘e:j mUCh of his time and energy to the NT orgomz?’fufe

Governing Board of the imern ;Jlﬂ Olneq strong links with UNESCO as ChO.drOS Ins; the

of the jury for UNESCO's i a loﬁcl Institute of Educational Plg orman (.)
iteracy prizes. nning and as Chairma”

L still have
a warm recollection of
han Q@ yea aer s of the last meeti i
50NN . _ ng with Dr Adi ‘ sS
when wehad atong sw Del.ht, on The occasion of the High Populo:i\gj'SGSthh -O e leit
WhICh 15 O creot . iscussion, enriched by his thoughtful insight " Countnes ST
S both fo India and to the world inteliect . ! e moum e Ocss'ng'
uat community
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General, UNESCO, Paris
and eminent international civil servant isa
d ali his dear friends at UNESCQO.”

Mry
onri Lopes, Assistant Director-

ished scholar

The passing of this distingy
nectual community an

Qr
€atioss 1o the international inte
public Administration, New Deihi

hat "He was a giant of our profession and had played an extremely 3mpc?rtont part in
) onat affairs.  As the Deputy Direcfor—Gen'eroi of UNESCO for‘o long time, he had
"®Ndered g distinguished service at the international level and remained exfremely active
N the economic profession 1l the end. His outstanding confribution to nationdl life is too
well known to require any SPECific mention.”

Councll for social Develo

“indig has lost a rare humanist who made rich contri
development and enhanced india’s prestige aproad.”

Dr.
Kamtq Prasad, Indian institute of

pment, New Dethi

P‘of.P,D.Kulkami, Member,
butions o all round national

tor, India international Contre, New Delhi

-As a Trustee of wC, we all cherish his deep involvement and concern and his special

Contribution to the economic affairs programmes and the financiol management of the
Centre. His commitmem‘, thoroughness. methodical application to the task in hand and
the range of his contacts will long pe remembered, particularly because these have

become very raré quotities in public life yoday.”

ance Minister, New Delhi
at scholar, a great educationistand a great
d to the development of India in the frame-

Mr.A. Madhavan, Direc

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Fin

“in his death our couniry has lost o gre
institution builder who was deeply committe
work of an open society and ¢ just polity.”

institute of Energy and Environmental Studies,

Mr. Manzoor Alam, Hony. Director,

Hyderabad
“grank ond sincer

benefactor. His contribu
can never be matched.”

e fo the core, the social sciences have lost their greatest
ton fo the integrated development of social sciences in India

secretary, Tamil Nadu INTUC, Madras

Iy the death of Dr Adiseshiah the nation has lost one of the eminent economists
educationists who 1ook active interest in the welfare of labour and productivity. He
h many programmes in the development of a healthy industrial
the internationdl fora and his commitment 1o the cause of
e well acknowledged. He made a remarkable impression

Mt.P K G Menon,

and
was associated wit
relations.  His experience in
@CONOMIC odvoncemem werl
of his personality wherever he worked.”
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D .V. . i i j

"The ¢
ountry has lost an eminent educationist
ist an

and guide.”
d MIDS a benevolent supportef

M . i
’ i

R D : . .

st and economist.

Mr.K.R.Narayanan, Vice-President of India

"He was one of th -
, . e leading economi
‘F;CO]‘SSIOQ for social justice and reform Hzmles and int
a Sabh - ' was a
% a who made important contributions :;oT :
e

ellectuals of India, with a deepP

.
ighly respected member of the
House .

Mr.S S Narayanan, Madras

"Dr. Adiseshiah w
‘ . as one of thos
industries sector the arti & who appreciat i
artisans and the craftsmen who zgtthot in the khadi and villogé
' ually produced, d
deserved 9

much better deal, and th
. at [
the white-collared marketing staff
aff demanding more and

more, should be checked i
oS, showle oe . To those interested in Ru
piration but also a tower of strength .~ e Pevelopment he was not onl¥ @

Mr.H.Paranjoti, Palayamkottai

"His was an illustrou
_ $ career spanni
india in the fiel - panning decad |
d of education and economics, byt Tistif dedicated service to not onY
’ € world community ~
unity.

Mr.C.M.Pasupath i
y, former Finance Offi
icer, Madras Uni
versity

. "I'had the privilege of working cl ‘
with a clear under - ose tohim. Heq
term of three yeorss;:(;d;r:\g(jfps L:: would be OvoitobISeSL;cr:ig; 'CS]Office in the Univ?rsw
His style of functioning was a Col?creg Q broad sketch of his ssignment for @ NG
administrative wings without givin ective action ang he bal goals to be worked on
other, He created schools of s G any edge to a particular wi anced academic and
these schools. he got a weekl ilence, arts. languages and t:g to dominate over 1%
agenda for the weekly meetingywiedbcCk of academic progr ‘ough the convenet: o
of the meetings would also be re uld be ready in time with Drg o5 and ther needs T
of each department of facult ady on the same day. A syst mpfituce and the mind!e
y was intrdouced by him :hee:: ?: rotaton of hecdsh'Pl
' stitute of Basic Medic?

Sciences i
got aliftin havingi ildind i
and staff, ing its own building inaugurated with n
ecessary iaborat iifies
ory facil

"Under his gui
. § guidance a ’ i

revised and curticuiam ¢ Tﬂd dlrécﬂons, the syliabus of the vari

Semester systom wo mt ontents suitably modified. The inte various courses have pee”
r ' r
oduced and enforced earnestly n?O'rClss.essmem systemin the

& Rural Reco
nstruction at
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part of the curriculam and it infused a sense of

formative level.”
mmediate attention was to computerise the work

(

Veotﬂng to conduct of examination and publication ofresults. He intfroduced the central

an ation system to expedite the pubﬁcoﬂon of resultsand also started the revaluation of

N Swer books, if the candidate s0 wishes. For the admission to PG courses, he attempted
Qve the selections centralised for all the colleges and the selection was processed

wi - .
th merit as criterion as well as Providing tor reservation principle. “The process quickened

Qdmission in a record time.”
s never sirained W
emolumen
trative proce

se’Vicelfn"y Service system was mode
i the minds of the student at the

ith the staff. His humane approach enabled
ts and liberal service conditions. He arranged
dures by the Productivity Council and
He had a soft corner for staff welfare
de a monumental contribution of

oy His relationship wa
or instroﬁve staff to get higher
aty systems study on adminis
Qn:"npted to simplify the administrative procedures.

even with acute stress Of financial strain, he ma
Provision of housing faciliies to the staff at palavakkam.”

Andhra University, Visakhapatnam

onomics,
Parliamentarian will be ever

onomist, ed
fraternity i

D’-K-C.Roady, Professor of EC

: “His services as an ¢
®Membered by the academic

ucationist and
n India and abroad.”

eader's Digest, Bombay

f the board of directors of our company from
have the benefit of his guidance and
though he was a towering intellectual,
| know that we will miss him for

Mr.Sanjay Johr, Chief Executive. R
thairman O
were privi|eged to
fect gentieman:
ade them teel inferior.

“Dr.Adiseshiah was the C
1978 to 1993 and we, therefore.
wisdom for 15 years. He was 0 per
he never patronised anyone of m
Q very long time.”

Mr.p.N.sampath, Chingleput
-Even though | did not xnow him personally. | have been a great admirer of his

signal confribution to education and public debate on vitalissues. |was his co-contributor
to Sri Khasa Subba Rao’s Swatantra - English weekly. | used to greet him whenever |
happened to meet him at public functions. He had a simple, unostentatious life and was

willing to express his views boldly and clearly.”

Mr.B.Sivanthi Adityan, Madras
~Dr.Adiseshiah was an eminent educationist who strove hard for the educational

development of our country. especially that of Tamil Nadu. His demise is a great loss not

only to our stafe put also fo the Nation.”
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Dr. N.Subba Reddy, Centre for Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad
"At the sad demise of Dr.Adiseshiah, Alas! the beacon light is extinguished.”

Dr.S.Subramanyan, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore

"Our country has lost one of her eminent economists and educationists.”

Mr.Tarlok Singh, Indian Association ot Social Science Institutions, New Delhi

I’ had known since early 1978 how unfailingly Malcolm used to prepare his piecé
every month for the MIDS Bulletin. There are probabily a fairly large number of contributions
by Malcolm scattered in various journals.  He was always courteous and responded
even at personal sacrifice of time to serious requests to contribute to a book or an issué of
ajournal. He did some pieces at my request. One important piece related to nucled
energy. a subject on which he felt deeply. At his instance there was a joint meeting of
IASS!I and the Indian National Science Academy.

Wherever | have seen the MIDS Bulletin, | have found good things in it and have
liked it. I wonder whether. even after you have a new academic journal, an institution
like MIDS may still not need a less formal channel of communication like g Bulletin. The
Bulletin can help to communicate among social scientists and social sciences, of which
we do not have enough at present. The nature of its contents may qiffer somewhat from
the past.

Dr.H.Thitlaway, Newbury, England

L worked under Malcolm from 1951-60, in Pakistan, when he directed the technicd
assistance department. | hear from Pakistani friends that the geophysical and arid 20n°
centres, | established with the leadership of the meteorological deparment and Mal colm’s
support. continue to flourish and | am the last survivor of that UNESCO geophysical projeC"
Dr.5.Varadarajan, Agricultural Research Institute, Madurai

"Once he said while in Coimbatore. that youngsters must have o goal and should '
drift. The words are still guiding me because he also explained how to follow them
practice.”

Mr. Vinay Bharat Ram, Chairman, DCM Group, New Delhi

"Padma Bhushan Dr. Adiseshiah was a many splendoured personality

* Y K
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NS"'U“ONS
b rath orsity + Association (BHUTA), Coimbatore
hers
o - ¢ former Vice-Chancelior of Madras

services for the faster development of Madras

orsity'sP G E sion Centre at Coimbatore will be remembered for a very long time.”
§ xtension

ufta
"“COnhoforsmdumsaddW'c"'c ) ,
p ] an eminent economist of international standing cr.wd had
buiy rof. Agseshioh wO-’; and research in his subject and had taken a keen inferest
. :n? a tradition Of:eoriz:?go f MIDS but also the other research centres of the ICSSR
Yy in the develop

f0ss the country.”

The Con stategic Management and O
sortium fof ner had a scientific temper. He always looked for

ntured interpretation which was always thought-
i i f fearless disposition. While
i i ad aseminal mind and was O Iress '
:;Ow-)kmg one refreshlggc.‘s gi re‘conomist who made signal contributions fo fhg ﬁelg, h.e
Wi“\:;le'be remde’:]b'er:sepmng those who touched base with him and worked with him in
Qdored for | -
INstitutions with which he was associated.

pment, New Delhi
as lostan eminent son who distinguished himself in every
ntire life to the service of the nation, in fact the

ingi .~nal civil servant, as a distinguished academic

T i < oumor:'(cj:lr%ge:\r;:'irgs,hg: c(:n institution-builder and a person known for

si:ir(:g\;cecgf::;: ?n?e%cr,irr; probity and upfighm?SS- Inspite Qf his foilir\g health he v;/:s

i h to agree to our request fo continue gs president until 1995, Onl.y e

o e d over the meeting of the Governing Body of CSD, as one of his last

02& ?ay h;agper;sieiTs in Delhi. He did this with his characteristic sense of dedication and
official eng .

thoroughness, the qualities which we had all come to admire in him.”

rganisation Development, Hyderabad

*Malcolm, a meticulous plan
facts and figures. Only then he ve

The Council for Social Develo

*in his death, the country h ‘
walk of life and who dedicated his €

dian Institute of Mass Communication, New Delhi
-Dr.Adiseshioh was a towering intellectual of great eminence who made q
tremendous confribution 1o the economic and social thinking in the country.”

The In

The Indian Institute of Mass Communication, Dhenkanal

“Dr.Adiseshiah was Q great economist, a greater gducoﬁonist and ob9ve al a
distinghished human being and Indian. He sgrved lpdnc ond the world wnth great
distinction and unsparing dedication throughout hislonglife. He wasthe Dgputy Dlre'c'ror-
General of UNESCO for 26 years and was one of those who gave shape to thisinternational
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organisation. For five years he, as the President of the Indian Adult Education Association.
gave a great push fo its nation-building effort. He was awarded the Nehru Literacy (silver
jubilee) award for the year 1992."

The Indian Institute of Engineering Technology, Madras

_ “Dr. Adiseshiah was appointed as VC and assumed office on 1st August 1975 and
the first function was the opening of the Meenakshi Coliege for Women at Kodambakkam
on 4th August 1975. During his three years. his achievements were absolutely fantostic:
The first project implemented was to grant the UGC scales of pay onnounc:;d in 1974.
Th§ second, fo study and improve the existing conditions of all the colleges in Madros
University area.  Particular reference should be made to the Pachayappa’s College:
Kandaswami Naidu College, the College in Adirampattnam, and AM Jciﬁ‘():olle e. The
third project was to revitalize and clean the entire Taramani compus. fhe most inwgpéﬁonf
achievement was the inaquguration and near completion of the bolovokkom Housingd
Schemes for university employees.”

The Indian institute of Education, Pune

‘ "Dr.Adiseshiah was a close friend of the late Prof.J.P.Naik, the founder of the indian
tn§t1tute of Education. Their association had begun as far béck as 1953 while workind
with the UNESCO programmes. Their warm friendship and shared interest in educationd
fje\(elopmenr in India will remain deeply etched in the memory of many of us in this
msh‘rufe'. Dr.Adiseshiah was a person of remarkable intellectual acuity H'y ision of thé
i?UFG;T sr\:§tem required for the reconstruction of India‘s economic c;nd l:o\g?::ﬂ life wOS
inspired by his commitment to the uplift of the downtrodden and the di taged
Despite his being an outstanding economist and i i sodven 'g
Dr.Adiseshiah was just "Malcolm’ to his friend: ?h:ffzg?r:‘::\ngzi;egﬁog:::ied ?duhc' 0;‘::‘5;;
wosrmgs’r remarkable. A scholar so unassuming and so commi e we of
humanity is rarely to be found.” mifted fo the welfar®

The Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi

Or. Adiseshiah guided the destiny of the Institute during the last three years Witl

dignity and inspiring passion. We ; . ) .
quidance.” shall miss his towering presence and princapled

The Literacy India Trust, Madras

o co :,r; :heademlse OffDr- /:C:lsestjtah, we have lost a good friend, guide and leade. ond
iforoey wr:; person o qu S ondmg ob}llty in the field of education, particutarty in adulf
it . remember.hls progresgve vision and dedicated mission for the promotion o
iteracCy and carry on his dream with fresh vigour and commitment * P

The Nationalt institute of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi

“In his death our count
ry has lost a great scholar and ’ ist. He
an emin t
death has created a vacuum in the academic fraternity.” nent econom®

A

e Population Foundation of India, New Delhi

hag ‘Qr. Adiseshiah was the chairman of our advisory coun
guided the search for new ideas and approaches
Pulation stabilisation. His tenure was marked by @ number of
OOb(:(;'a holistic vision of population. He was an eminent advisor an
lant educationist and economist.”

cil and in that capacity, he
to advance the cause of
new initiatives arising
d the country has lost

The State Planning Commission, Madras

"Dr. Adiseshiah, a distinguished economisf, Was
e‘:ﬁning Commission. In his death, the nation and Tamil o ronning and
N inent economist who made a significant contribution 10 development planming ’
9 shaping economic policy. He was a father figure to the community of professiona

&Conomists, and his views and commentaries on economic poficy matters attracted the
as appointed asa member

Ofention of policy makers, planners and administrators. He W _
Of he State Planning Commission in May, 1971, and was closely associared with the
formuation of a perspective plan for Tamil Nadu. He wos ogain appointed as aMember
N 1989. He served os o Member of the State Planning Commission for nearly six years
and feft an imprint on various aspects of development of the Tamil Nadu ecorjomy, His
Numerous publications in the form of reports, books, seminar papers, and articles hovef
shown his commitment to the cause of economic and social development of the country.

a former member of the State
Nadu, in particula has lost an

The Tamii Nadu State Council for Science and Technology, Madras

“The Council remembers the excellent guidance and leadership offered by OUf
beloved chairman.”
The Madras Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Madras

“The Madras Chamber recalls the number of interactions af whi ‘
had contributed. He was respected for his wisdom and was amongst the internation
recognised economists.”

ch Dr.Adiseshioh
atlly

The Southern Languages Book Trust, Madras
th of the Trust and

“Dr. Adiseshiah as our chairman did yeoman service to the grow
mbered.”

even though he is nof in our midst now. his services will always be reme

The Times Research Foundation, Calcutta

“india has lost a generation of eminent economists whose contribufions will continue
to influence our thinking for years to come.”
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MALCOLM ADISESHIAH ON EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT
AND ECONOMICS

. lume such as this would be seriously incomplete if some space were not devoted 10 Mualcolm
A ”."'m(""'lll "f” :’th‘rilrillﬁ' While this is true, his writing also presents tremendous problems of selection. Dr,
gz::::tzh A;mw on an( ;-,,Cre(libl‘\' wide range of subjects. and /)l'()/l_.fiv('ll.[[‘\‘. Any ({tf()rt at pvre.s'entin(.q a
‘representative sample’ of his writing would, first, erluail an {'nfmen.\'e preliminary 1ask of collecjn()n, sorting,
reading. and selecting; and, second, the ourcome of this acrivity wu‘u/(l pml;u.b[y, gt the end of ,H-w day, fail
to ,.(,“1}.\.‘, its objective adequarely. A more sensible (,/)[)I‘()(I("/l - r/l‘\'r‘()\'er-cd in this L’()nrexti as it hqppen‘\‘,
through trial and error - might be not to attempt the I.IIII\J()SA\'III)[(" A('('m'(lmgl: V. ra/)mducc.d in what follows,
‘ cces of writing of Dr Adiseshiah - not his “best', not the most “representative {(whatever that

are three pi o reprenene .
) / y of his work - just three pieces that encompass his life-long concern with the material and
might meanj « Ju

cultural well-being of the citizens of this country.



The Culture of the Poor*
Who are the poor?

THE question of the identification of the poor, who the poor are - is really of recent
origin. The first attempt to quantify the number of poor was the work of Dandekar and
Rath in the early seventies. They used the minimum monthly expenditure on food that
an individual had to incur to stay alive that had been worked out a decade earlier by
the Planning Commission.  They applied it to the National Sample Survey data on monthly
expenditures on food by individuals and families in rural and urban areas of each State.
defined as those who could not spend the minimum on their food.

Who are these poor? Where do they live? What are their occupations? They aré
the men, women and children who do not have enough to eat in a day. who go to bed
hungry at night.  They suffer from under-nourishment and malnutrition, and are affiicted
by respiratory and intestinal ilinesses, and night blindness.  Their infant mortality rate is
high. They are the illiterate adult men and women, whose children do not go to school
or drop out after the first or second year, whose women have to waik long distances
every day fo fetch (not very safe) drinking water, whose clothing is scanty (3 meters péf
head per annum compared to 35 meters for top 30 per cent of society) and usually in
tatters. Their housing is a palm thatched hovel in the scheduled caste part of the villagé
orin an urban slum. They are scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and other backward
and discriminated sections of society, 80 per cent of whom live in villages and 20 pef
centin urban slums. In rural areas they are: (@) agricuttural labour, with no land or othef
asset, working for a wage which is usually below the prescribed minimum wages for about
150 or 180 days in the year, constituting over 50 per cent of the 260 million men, women
and children who are the rural poor; (b) small and marginal cultivators (who cultivate 163
than one hectare of land in the case of small cultivators and less than haif hectare in thé
case of marginal farmers) who constitute about 35 per cent of the rural poor, and (€)
handloom weavers, blacksmiths, carpenters, potters, tanners, cobblers, craftsmen an
fishermen who form the remaining 15 per cent of the rural poor.

In this group, women are the most exploited - exploited by the employers who poy
them a lower wage for the same work or harder work than done by men; and exploit
by the husband who takes away her earnings, when she comes home and spends them
for his own benefit. In fact, several studies in Punjab, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh O
Thanjavur show that women are in a no-win position.  In the case of poor families. thell
small earnings are appropriated by men. In the case of peasant families, whose incom®
is rising, the first thing that happens with relative affluence is the enforced withdrawal ©
the women of the family not only from the work force but also from the management ©

*  Edited excerpts reprinted from Karuna M. Braganza R.S.C.J. and Saleem Peerading (edS-)'
. i, Macmillan, New Delhi, 1989, pages 78 to 111. Reproduc
with permission from copy right holders and the publishers Mac Millan, New Delhi.
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the family. Both poverty and affluence impinge heavily on women in our society in
urban areas. The occupations of the urban poor are: (a) construction work; (b) wage
work in petty production, frade and services, (C) self employment, and (d) domestic
services.

Impact of Poverty on Education

The major impact of poverty on the education system has been, and is, to make
education the monopoly of the rich and to exclude the poor from its purview.  This is
manifested in what is called the drop-out rate in the school system. According to official
statistics, 60 per cent of the children who enrot in class | drop out before class V. This is
deplorable because UNESCO, on the basis of inter-country studies, points out that a schoo!
going child acquires the permanent tools of literacy - reading. writing and arithmatic -
after completion of the first four years of primary school.  This means that our school
systemn is adding every year an average of 15 per cent of the first year erlwr‘olmen'r to the
illiteracy cohort of the country, that the present school system promotes illiteracy rather
than literacy.

These drop-outs are children from the poor families.  This brings out the tragic
coincidence of the poverty ratio and the drop out ratio.  These children drop-out during
the first, second or third year, because if they are boys they have to work on the farm or
help the father in some other occupation to supplement the low earnings of the parents.
In the case of girls figures show the drop-outs are about 50 per cent more than the boys.
Here, various cultural factors intervene. There is a general feeling that it is less important
to educate girls than boys.  Further in regard to the litHe food there is, the boys get
preference, so that the girl’s staying power in schoolismuch less. And finally there is the
care of the house during the day, when the father mother and the son(s) are out working.

The Government has decided to counter this high rate of drop out of girls at the
secondary level by making education free upto thislevel. Thisis a good policy, although
not sufficient to bring girls back to school as seen in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka where

girls’ secondary school education is free.

This brings us to the more general cultural impact of poverty reflected in the
disparities within the school system. There are schools for the rich and schools for the
poor. The privileged few from the affluent families have access to superior education,
whereas the poor are denied even the basic tools.

The contrast is glaring and symptomatic of a culture marked by disparities of o
kinds. In 1965, the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) made a state-wise
survey of the parental income of those in high schools and colleges.  The finding was
that 80 per cent of high school and college completers were from the top 20 per cent of
society. In 1977, the University Grants Commission finding was that 70 per cent of the
seats in secondary schools and 80 per cent in higher education are taken by the top 30

per cent income groups.
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Maijority in Minority

Further, all education in India is subsidised, given the system of state payment of
teachers’ salaries and block grants by the government on which universities run.
Government revenues raised through indirect taxes were 83 per cent in 1981-82
(compared to 48 per cent in 1945-46); and it is a known fact that unlike direct taxes
which are paid by more than two million income tax, corporate tax and wealth tax payers.
indirect taxes are paid by all people and as the majority of the people are poor, these
are paid to a major extent by them.  This means that the poor. who are the majority in
society, are a smali minority in the high school and college system, as the beneficiaries of
subsidised education are the children of the affluent families.

The other major impact of education is on the adult illiterates who come from the
people living below the poverty line. They are - as noted earlier - landless ogriculturd
labourers, small and marginal farmers, casual workers and artisans.  All are from Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and other deprived communities. Adult male literacy is
23.56 per cent and female literacy 5.69 per cent.  Among the scheduled tribes it is even
worse at 5.91 per cent and 1 per cent respectively.  The presence of this large and
continuously increasing numbers of adult illiterates shows that the educational system
has passed them by.  They are not part of what we call the national mainstream and
are, to that extent cast off as a distinct cultural unit.

Strategy to lift the poor out of Poverty

The strategy proposed to raise the poor above the level of poverty was af first
technocratic - to raise the growth rate of the economy, which will seep down to theé
poor and raise their incomes. This strategy called for quickly attaining an economic
growth rate of seven per cent per annum as a means of removing poverty, without any
change in income or asset distribution.  This approach still underiies reports on thé
number of people who have been raised above the poverty level during the Sixth Plan:
One official estimate is that at the macro level the economic growth process during
the first two years of the Sixth Plan - 1980-81 and 1981-82 - has brought 57 million peopie
above the poverty level. The number is divided into: (@) 27 million because of Qfowm’
and (b) 30 million liffed above poverty because of the beneficiary oriented progromrﬂes
- NREP, IRDP, TRYSEM etc. A more recent case of this approach at the micro level
based on a re-survey of 3128 rural households in 1981-82 (the first survey of thesé
households was made in 1970-71) shows that the GNP growth which occeleraf@d
between 1973-74 and 1983-84 t0 4.01 per cent (from the previous decade and @ half's
3.31 per cent) percolated down to improve the condition of the poor.  The major point
is that increased economic growth has decreased poverty.

This argument is carried further in the Kuznets hypothesis which, on the basis of
empirical historical studies, states that in the early stages of economic developme”
income distribution worsened as traditional arts and crafts using traditional fechho‘ogy
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were destroyed. Those making their living through these activities are thrown out of
employment and join the ranks of the unemployed and underemployed. But later with
sophisticated large scale agricultural and industrial production, labour becomes scarce
and wages and salaries rise fo high levels. Our own early planning documents reﬂecfed
this hypotheses; any drastic redistribution of the present level of incomes, even if it were
feasible, is bound to make the mobilisation of savings for investment far more difficult.
Moreover such a measure will reduce the incomes of skilled workers, supervisors, managers,
entrepreneurs and other groups who have a crucial role in developing the economy.
Unless these groups are permitted incomes substantially above the gveroge, developmenf
will be affected adversely. Some degree of inequality inincome is thus an essential part

of the structures of incentives in a growing economy.

Top-Down Strategy

This top-down strategy and the hypothesis that economic growth must first worsen
income and wealth inequadilities in society rests on the assumption that mcrkef for.ces are
operating in the economy freely. It ignores the more |mpor'fon’r. nn’rervenhons. by
government and voluntary agencies which set the tone and dlr'echon of 'r!'\e.deswed
development. Hence, an alternative strategy is development aimed at relieving and
cormrecting inequalities through a series of interventions. Broadly, these are of five types.

Minimum Needs

First, the minimum needs programme aimed at helping the poor to f\ove access to
basic amentieis. Hence in the Sixth Plan, asum of Rs.5807 crores was provided and spent
for enrolling 95 per cent of upper primary age students — but The problem of drop-outs
remains formidable says the Annuail Plan 1982-83, as is improving the refgnhon rates of
the formal school system, according to the Annual Plan 1984-85 and making about half
the adult illiterates in the age group 15 to 35 (50 million) literate. The programme aims at
provision of one Community health volunteer for every village; one Community Health
Centre for every Community Development Block: one Primary Health Cenfre for every
30000 people; one sub-centre for every 5000 people; safe drinking water to all people;
constructing rural roads; electrification of alf villages: house-sites to rural landless labourers;
water supply drains; streets; community lafrines and street lighting to urban slums; Mid-
day Meals for children and extension of Public Distribution network and its components,
There is one major gap in minimum needs programme which the voluntary agencies can
fillin — that is o ensure that these provisions reach the poor and are not misappropriated
by middlemen, traders and corrupt officers. Corruption being a very intrinsic part of oyr
culture, can only be curtailed by very strict enforcement of laws to benefit the under-
privileged of our society.

Job Schemes

A second relief effort in this alternative strategy is to provide gainful employment to
the unemployed or under-employed poor. | stress the ferm ‘gainful employment’ because,
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unlike in the rich countries, the poor in India are the working poor. who are unable to earn
enough to sustain themselves and their families. The problem of underemployment or
disguised unemployment is about twenty times as serious as that of full-time
unemployment, which only affects the educated youth from the middle and the upper
classes, who unlike the poor, fall back on their families for sustenance. The programmes
aimed at generating gainful employment to alleviate the conditions of the poor majority
include the National Rural Employment Programme which the central and state
governments are operating under a 50-50 financial sharing basis with a view to generating
300-400 milion mandays of employment a year, the wages paid being part in cash and
part in foodgrains.

Within the employment generation programme, are the two programmes launched
in 1983-84 — the Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP), and
Employment for the educated unemployed. Out of Rs.400 crores allocated for RLEGP in
1984-85, Rs.249 crores were spent by the end of January 1985. The slowness is due to the
centralization of the programme in New Delhi, the Delhi committee not being able t0
clear projects quickly. This led the Planning Commission to cut the allocation for this
important programme — from Rs.700 crores to Rs.600 crores in 1985-86. If voluntary agencies
help in implementing this much needed decentralized employment programme for the
neediest in society, it would be an effective relief effort.

Under a programme of jobs for the educated unemployed started in 1983-84, each
beneficiary is entitled to a bank loan of Rs.25,000 to set up a business. In 1983-84, 10,691
were so helped and in 1984-85, 15,000 benefitted. This programme, however goes beyond
merely providing relief and helps people purchase machinery or equipment fo set up
the business in question, which after repayment of the bank loan, becomes their property-:
Linked to this programme now is the scheme (started in 1979) for Training of Rural Youth
for Self-Employment (TRYSEM), which equips rural youth (recruited from the poorest families)
in specific skills and technology to enable them to employ themselves. Evaluation studies
show that trainees face problems of providing security while obtaining bank loans. Lack
of cooperatives and other institutional arrangements for their craft, lack of integrated
systems for supply of raw materials and marketing of their produce are among the othéef
problems. With the launching of a new programme for the employment of the educated
unemployed, a part of the TRYSEM trainees could be taken over and provided the needed
infrastructural support.

Others

A third relief programme to relieve the poverty of those living in drought pron®
areas affecting some 511 blocks in 70 districts in 13 states is gimed at optimum utilization
of land, water, livestock resources, and stabilizing the incomes of the people involved:
Similarly there is a Desert Development Programme which, by controlling the desert areds:

f]\;s increased the level of production, income and employment of the people fiving iN
6 blocks.
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Another poverty alleviation programme is the special area programme which is for
hill and tribal areas in Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, North-East states and West
Bengal on which too much time has been spent on planning and too litle on action.
Fifth, there are schemes for animal husbandry, cottage, Khadi and village industries
handloom, sericulture, handicrafts and coir industry. In all such programmes where
wage employment is created it is essential that the minimum wages be implemented

fully and linked to the consumer price index for agricultural workers.

* kK

We now move to the strategy of intervention which aims at not merely relief of
Poverty, but at an effort to attack the basic cause of poverty and in that sense fo c.:unlre it.
At the root of poverty and growing inequalities of income suffered by the poor maijority is
their assetlessness. The lowest 10 per cent (poorest) in rural areas have less than 2 per
cent of the total national income because they own 0.1 per cent of all the assets in the
country; and similarly the bottom 30 per cent in our villages have access only to 8.6 per
cent of our national income because their assets have been declining from 2.1 per cent
in 1961 to 2.0 per cent in 1971.  This means that the cure to poverty is: (a) to make
available assets to the assetless; and (b) to diminish the inequalities in ownership of assefts.
Of these two objectives, efforts are being made to provide (or increase) assets to those
with no or lithe assefs. Such an asset providing programme is the ln'f'egro’red Rural
Development Programme (IRDP) under which 3000 of the poorest families, out of the
12.000 such families living in each of the 5000 blocks, are being assisted — 2000 through
agriculture, 500 through village and cottage industries and 500 in the §ewice secjror, with
an annual grant of Rs.5-8 lakh for each block plus Rs.5 lakh bank crgdu'r. The main thrust
of this programme is that it provides each family with some ossgt in the form of cattle,
poultry, handloom or artisan tools etc. There are conflicting .CIOImS o‘bouf the results of
this programme, with the government referring to the studies showing that 40-50 per
cent of the beneficiaries in Tamil Nadu and Gujarat had crossed the poverty line,
increasing their annual income by Rs.2000-Rs.3000 in one group and by Rs.1000-Rs.2000 in
another. It also refers to the NABARD study which states that 47 per cent of the beneficiaries
crossed the poverty line and that the average beneficiary’s income increased by 82 per
cent. On the other hand, studies by the National Institute of Bank Management of 312
peneficiaries in five districts show that four per cent of them recorded a negative income,
20 per cent no income change and 33 per cent had an annualincome increase of more
than Rs.1000. One of the problems is the centralized nature of the programme and the

distortions caused by the application of uniform norms.

A rather exhaustive study by a group of economists shows that hardly three per
cent of the rural poor could be brought above the poverty line through this programme.
Here, again a major limiting factor has been that the over-burdened local development
administration has fo identify, assist and monitor projects of 120 new beneficiary households

each year plus those from previous years.

99



o The mos: dlevosﬁng criticism of the programme is that it is addressed to the poorest

o e poor, following the ‘antyodaya’ princi

. ple - people who are stated to be

.n:\:.or:;:hetent and/or unable to maintain and use assets. In most cases it is the cattie

:‘vo \1/(; meerpoores'r lofnd!ess labour family is not able to maintain in its dry period, does not
esources fo give it the needed fodder, cann i ,

: ‘ A ot protect it from the hot summer
mgzicl;n fact, the conclusion drawn is that the poorest of the poor are not capable of
becousen?r?ec::i S?Jsssee'r ;];d earning an income from it. | personally reject this conclusion

of this programme is the responsibility of the
. me non-poor. The poorest
;:‘1; ﬁ;; po?lrJ are quite capable of maintaining the assets that they purchoie if the nezessory
m . N ‘
Chomcfz ,iziﬁgnn;c:?:e(;\gi';mbﬁ to them. But what is frightening in this analysis is the
ras being incapable and incompete intai
that they are helped to acquire under IRDP. petenttominfain he ot

Th i ‘o
which fhee Tf;:‘ Fl)r;\é)ro(;forﬂ assefts redls‘fnbution programme is in land.  This is the assef
diuted e o Cemnesn{e gnd gn which our record of distribution is poor. First, we have
land acquired by fhe gs TeQISIOﬂon. and made it so difficult to operate through. that any
market rate. There or: e for distribution to the poor should be compensated at the full
whole herd of slephants Z‘; many loopholes to cover family, relatives and friends that @
it ol the 1and Gbove o Cemnn m?rch through the legisiation. In this important programme.
either to the landless agric I? o1 20 acres is available for disfribution, it can be distributed
10 1he sl It mormer o Coourers giving them each an average of 2-3 acres,
lond. In either cosegogoﬁlt”?(\)/g fors. giving them each the same additional amount of
given assets through 'IRDP the echI:”cI:t?gdp:eolfr s eolple Wit e leff out, and hey must 52

i _ : -emplo
for cooperative animal husbandry, dairy developswerwfgn‘:jr(::gcﬁomgn;ec" r%nsdmtglelai :ZZZT::

Earlier,
diminishing th(; ;s;zs;;izsvr::hmcde fo the second basic cure to poverty, namely
o ' € ownership of assets. It . o
existing socio- ' . . It must be admitted that in thé
are nogreol "mi:?;\ ?r:ZC;S*ructare, where given the various legislative loopholes, thefé
wnership of assets, this is not i '
) ) g possible. Here i i i re
e is a situation wheé
oéiﬁr:\hle ::Zimf'nstrumems have not been and are not being used t'o regrain the
ula of wealth; and major public revenues are collected from the poor majority

i roug indirect taxation. Under th nditions, th tion O
h . ese Co i is N i
: <hiD. itions, there is no chance of equailisa f

Adult literacy

foth e{:;‘;‘:;‘cz:g Z%icr’]’rn":g?scim;poveny programmes is the diversion of their benefits
land ceiling legisiation; and to mid e case ofirrigation, fertiliser subsidies. food subsidies
NREP, RLEGR | RgDP on; and to mi dlemen, troders and other non-poor in the case of
WOmen are ‘excl C‘e'rc. In the field of education, the mass of the poor adult men and
programme has gdiigzm o for.rtr;:. of ?d“?éfbn. In such a situation, the adult literacy
the mOf’Si,Vé humber of wéi's'g: ;I?;e:g:ézllris'rte;:f o f’ﬁ?ke ose adultliterates. porﬁculom’

kRS ate, giving them the skills of reading. writing

M

v SR : 100

and arithmetic. Even more important are the adult literacy centres. There are two lakh
centres in the country, each one being attended by 30-35 adults every evening. These
centres should be used to acquaint the people with their rights to the facilities provided
for them, and the extent to which they are being deprived of them by various groups.

The organisation of the poor is the key instrument to fight poverty. In the adult
literacy centres we have a readymade organisation of the poor by the poor. In the centres
that | am running in Tamil Nadu, | find that the adult men and women attending the
Centres spend the first half hour Or SO discussing their problems, and their plans to organise
themselves to ask for the minimum wages that they understand has been fixed for their
areq, to organise a fair price shop SO that their rice and salt and sugar can be obtained
at the subsidised price. In one case they discussed the steps they would take to use that
surplus land of the landlord in the village as well as the ‘paramboke’ land which was
divided among them in the manner envisaged by the land reform law and the regulations
which they had been studying in the class.

The response of the school system to poverty is at the primary school level. The rural
schools will have to be upgraded in terms of facilities and guality of teachers, and their
curriculum structured around the daily lives of the school children and parents. In addition,
free midday meals, school uniform and textbooks will have to be provided to children
from poor families. N secondary schools, colleges and universities, given the class
composition of the completers at these levels of education, education’s response should
be to charge fees for education of students from well-to-do families, (who are the real
magjority in the formal education system), so that education ceases to be an instrument

for the transfer of resources from the poor majority to the rich minority. Further a continuous
r of students from the poor families in these institutes should be

increase in the numbe
ching. scholarships, and loans.

assured by a combination of reservation, special coa

Holistic nature of poverty
Poverty is construed as the deprivation of certain goods and services by the mass
of the people called the poor. The deprivation stems from lack of production of the goods

- and services (called wage goods) which the poor masses need, and from their inability

to command these resources and ensure that they are produced. Hence, the strategy
to combat poverty has been to enlarge the production of wage goods — foodgrains
clothing. housing, education, health services, protected drinking water etc., — and t<;
place purchasing power in their hands through various programmes of employment and
self-employment. But the culture of the poor that we are concerned with is much more
than what follows from this double deprivation of lack of flow of wage goods and

purchasing power.
A sociologist’s analysis of the power elite and its perception of the poor is set forth
in the following terms: firstly, the elite perceives the poor asincompetent. The constraints

of an election-linked polity discourage this elite from proglgi e maception from
”:!;:“ WUId show
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the eli i
::thuse,i:'wffhzaoc‘:zc;e':\z: gfronted. The poor find themselves treated as incompetent
orgonised that those wh of a revolution from below, all consequential structures are so
the population. This conog ool and operate them are separated from the bottom of
Jonguage efc' . .e surmounted in various ways; personal gttributes of dress.

. » social attributes of resourceful networks; or the political attributes of

possessing power. But the poor i
posse poor are poor precisely because they do not have any of

Finally, the society is so or i

. , ganised as to keep the i

of this 'Ne SoCI ! poor incompetent.

oo st ns:gfgm;so’flon |§ the very great variation in the pattern oFf) properfT:ehk(la;'elemTer?i:
glaring differences in the magnitude of individual interests, in meocc;r;%séiﬂes

to articulate those interest: i
s and in the capacitie
makers so they would attend one’s in'rerei’rs *1opay and to command the decisor

Cultural dimensions

Apart from ab. b
apart flom growing| ::LL;LZ I;i?‘ioven‘y whlgh is the basic feature of the culture of the poot
the culture of the poor rests z;‘;mounhng toinequity which s the infrastructure on which
and their perception Ondl h apart from the overall social control of the power elite
autonomous culture traits of rationale of cuiture of the poor. there are some para-
behaviour paftern s of the poor which need attention. These relate to the attitudes

S. value systems, earning, spending and borrowing patterns, time’

. pe ,

Such cultural halima
) rks are to be found
middle peas : und among any group of |
mcnoge?s_ S;:Izﬂor:ong CITY. ffoders and money-lenders, or Tubo:ntig:’s o lcrgjnfz
even for the fow of th cire ﬂcvis: cljnvmg in poverty with little hope of climbing 03:5 Cr;\ ietn(ond
omanage it, the materi iti '
reference to ) ‘ aterial condition
valuos st 01‘;12 fci:xulircl:re of fhe.p.oor In our country is areference to 'rh:dofho :L(J);Chbeongove)’gz
. ed underprivileged class. So conceived, the culture of the‘po | t'f'ﬂe
' e poora

level of every village ‘cheri’ (which is th he n slum s
Ty ich is the sc i i
f | el duled caste village annex) or urban sl

This term culture of the poor or culture

the anthro ist , of poverty, has been widely popularised bY
lived in thep;g;?lss;ﬁ?;;c;rnfw?ﬁ He has made a series of personal obs:r?/c‘t)iglrzrhcving
fo use his own words, ‘acom “? t exico, Puerto Rico and New York. These are based oM
and identification with thei P © acceptance of the people. a deep sense of sympafhy
Culfure of e prsor rosult e;: problems and an enduring friendship’. He shows that the
way of e which su sd omﬁcommon adaptation to common problems, that if is &
existence of q set ;faosse on from one generation to another. that it is bo;ed on 'the
wedaith and exp'olz \;Olues in the dominant class which stresses’ the accumulation of
inferiority. 1t cong, smhe low economic status as a result of personal inadequacy o
expectations Bxcéb?'f' s a great deal of pathos, suffering, emptiness, with no futur®

‘ or a sense of hopelessness and isolation. In other words, the culturé
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o) . .
) fthe poor s the way of life developed by the poor as the result of this alienation from the
st of the society, as the means of coping with a hopeless life situation.

In its content the culture of the poor preserves traditional values of community
Solidarity, sub-caste unity, sharing and caring for members of the group. It also has
ne‘gcﬁve traits such as preoccupation with money and material goods, dishonesty,
,th'eVing and cheating forced by poverty. In its character, it promotes intra-family
Nequalities giving women and girls a lower position in the family, though it is free in the
Case of the middle and upper caste and class discriminations against women in the form
of bride burning, dowry deaths and rape. In its nature, it is historical in the sense that it is
Passed on from one generation to the next, and the few who climb out of the poverty
.'“07055 are quickly absorbed in the upper class culture. Its environment is low income,
INnequality, socio-cultural deprivation due to the place in class and caste heirarchy, early
separation from the house and family, illiteracy. poor housing efc.
untry in the sense that the culture of the poor as a
arts of the country with some moderation as in the

Case of Punjab, Haryana and Kerala because of economic development or historical
traditions. The scope of the culture of the poor is also specific in the sense that its specific
content, character nature and environment varies from village to vilage. All macro
generalisations of the scope of the culture of the poor have to be underpinned by micro
specification of the cultural characteristics to be found in each locdlity. This portrayal of
the culture of the poor has been described as forming three concentric layers. The general
poverty and the attendant congestion of the areas where the poor live and the limitations
and roles enjoined by caste form oné surrounding layer.  Living conditions at home and
the activities encouraged or discouraged consfitute the second layer. Qudlity of schooling
as well as the nature of poor groups to which the child belongs is the invisible outer layer.
In this porfrayal. the paradigm of the culture of the poor that merges is an orientation to
helpless and powerlessness, resulting in a structural pattern, characterised by low need
for achievement, low need for extension and high need for dependency. This
dependancy is expressed through lack of initiative, the avoidance syndrome, excessive
fear of failures, seeking favours of superiors, over-conformity and aggressive rejection of
authority: all negative traits super-imposed by the culture of the poor and inherent

resentment for the way they are.

This dependency is also often reflected in over-dependence on governmental and
other external agencies and almost total lack of self-help. Equally in this culture of the
poor, there is a general tendency to refer success to external factors, like a benevolent
government (sarkar). Fate, God or Nature etc. Thus such external agencies are thanked
for their munificence and this externalisation of every good and successful factor has its
counterpart that ascribes all failures to one’s own inadequacies, involving an internalised

mechanism of self disparagement. Thus, in this culture success is not areinforcing agent
s failure is a discouraging and damaging force, which Iower;

Its scope is as wide as the co
dehumanising force is found in all p

as it is externalised, wherea
even further the status of the group.
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characteristic of the culture of the poor is the discrimination suffered by women

giris within that group. As noted earlier, this is part of a wider problem of discrimination

women. What is even more disturbing is the hypocritical element in our culture.

e women are worshipped as deities responsible for learning and wisdom, wealth

'd beauty while at the same time they are denied learning, treated as devoid of

wisdom, and their right to equal income etc., is not recognised. In this, we face not only
the grave problem of the culture of poverty but of the poverty of our entire culture.

Educdgtion’s response

The primary response of the education system to the culture of the poor is to reflect
culture in all its negative facets. The schoot is in an unattractive and unhygienic ljocale.
lacking in many cases a building and minimum facilities, the atmosphere is indifferent
leading to indifference and even repugnance on the part of the students, seen in the
fact that many of them become class room drop-outs (iregular attendance) as a prelude
to becoming school drop-outs.  Studies show that there is a close correlation between
iliteracy ond the low education leve! - and/or low aspiration - of the parents and thelf
school age children who drop out of classes first and out of the school later.  In ofhef
words, the low education level - and/or low educational aspirations of children are an
internalised projection of low parental aspirations.

The culture of the poor makes the parents and school age children fatalistic. erodes
their self confidence, lowers their self esteem, further reduces their aspirations and makes
the school age child follow the parents sense of helplessness, pessimism and defeatism:
Parents set no example or stimulation for the child, and so. from early childhood whethef
in school or outside no one expects him/her to succeed, and neither does the child. Al
this means that the facile view that education is a solution to the morass of the cultureé ©
the poor, that education can solve the problems of the culture of the poot needs to beé

replaced by the view that the culture of the poor calls for action at deeper politicak
social and economic levels.

What is worse is that improved schooling for the children of poor families is not
necessarily a means of reducing their disadvantage. Some studies on the skills acquif
at school by children from poor and rich families raise this question. On the contrary 1€
disparity was getting more accentuated with advance in age and schooling.

In this situation of the culture of the poor, education has, however, a responsibii’Y
which has to be examined either in terms of the various elements of the culture in QUesﬁon
or in terms of the various levels of education. The various components of the culfuré °
the poor whether considered in terms of content, character nature, environment @
SCope. orin terms of economic, social, religious and artistic aspects, of in terms of individ
groups and sub-castes etc., are allinter-connected. Treating each separately in relatio”
to education may introduce an elemnt of artificiality and give each an air of Dseudo
autonomy which it does not in reality possess. From this point of view, it is bettef w0
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Consider education’s response fo the complex and tragic facts of the culture of the poor
by examining it in terms of the traditional levels or forms of education. | .

To start with, and from the short-run point of view, adult education ondf r:/m?;tr;‘ |e
Qdutt literacy has an important role in combating the gulfure of the T;’:;oor (tj)o” |- fa "
Political and structural leve! and at the technicql/funchonol level. e a 'u .fl eracy
Centres can become instruments of fighting against the culture of povgmf/ ;g its rr:qu\};
Sided ill-effects. This includes women organising ﬂwemselves to ﬁgh’rfaggmsm ?ng’ :m
intra-household and market discriminations fo yvhich fﬁey are subjglc s c;?fsew ;fote ,
in wages, in access to food and nourishment, in plcnnmg Th'e fami y‘ n sl _d )

The fechnicol/funcfionol adult education respon5|b||'fy is to eq;::p ;r;i\l::”?::: ;a r:e u
with some income-earning skills in order that he/she may increase ne y | f,h

The other task of adult education is to train iI|iferoT§ adult mer:j o(;\dc\:;:gweia: ::On?
tools of literacy. This function has been latterly denlgro'tedbcz)rzj h:he e o
evaluations of the National Aduit Literacy Programme, .os hovm? rh g ittt
down to "mere literacy” as reported by these evoluc:honsi Thed Z?b (r;:]c;:edors ons of e
literacy classes for the iliterate adults from fr)e poor rura .or'w D e e eosor 1o
gimed at developing their communication skills SO tr\gt their hnngns ;th T O oeion
those of the non-poor. From this point of view, the “literacy role’ of the

centres is crucial.

Earlier reference was made fo studies which showed that children from poor families
arlier.

i -to-do families. This is
studying in efite schools 4o o' 'do Gsthe(\e/l:::;te t?;lrligrir;:zgf:j ”wifh intelligence, and
?Xplgined n ferme e Oc'ir:;?e:elz; ?oullr indices of the poverty of culfure - ndmely income,
nieligence comelot e t is from low income, low caste, a female and from the
caste, sox A chclg. > Smder:e Iiss low, whereas a student from the rich, high caste,
rural areas. the Intel 90 sc?rfelli ence score is higher. But the profile in reality is not
male .S.ex and ;;ba?o'?;i:ézhiengudigg the one quoted above, show that the children
i il'evse erform os: well as, sometmes better than, children from the well-fo-do
:frg:liz(:ic;: ?1: e‘orls‘l) years - say upto the primorY school sfcge. This finging is important in
regard o our constitutional obligation to prov@e education Tc? all children up’ro age of
14. Differences between the two groups of Chl|dl’?ﬂ emerge in the uppfzr pr!mory qnd
seconday, and become sharp as they move to higher secondary or u'nlversﬁy studies,
Here we need to make a distinction between intelligence and academic achievement,
While the score on intelligence is not markedly different for the two groups of children,
the score on academic achievement is markedly in favour of children from the well-fo-
do homes. Academic achievement is a function of intelligence. gf course, but there are
also several other socio-cultural factors of which parental insfruc_:'ngn and SL.Jppon' is one
of the most decisive. Even among children of the \.Nell-to-‘do families, s’rgdles show that
~children of parents who take interest in their edulcohon, guide gnd supervise their studies,
participate in educational activities. hoye higher educational and occupational
aspirations. dO petter in studies, than the children of poren.Ts who lack these qualities". In
fact, the parental support can make up for some lack of intelligence.
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Students from poor families, whose parents are illiterate or with low education, do
not have this kind of parental support, which is decisive in regard to academic
achievement at the high school and university level. Therefore, at all these levels of
education, additional compensatory education for students from poor families becomes
essential.

This brings to the fore the special responsibility of the teacher in his relationship to
the learning responses, or non-responses of his students, especially of those from poot
families. Almost all teachers are from the non-poor sector of society and so there is a
starting cultural gap between fhe teachers and the students from the poverty sector.
Further, the teachers are at the secondary and college levels trained or brought up in @
tradition, where the teaching is addressed to the students in general, and not o the
particular condition and situation of each student. Education in the end is a one-to-oné
relationship, which involves a dialogue among the learners. But in effect teaching hOS
become a monologue which means there is litle or no learning. Also, the teachers aré
involved much more in trade union type activities paying very little attention to teaching.
learning, research, etc. The question that is raised here is in the selection of persons who
enter the teaching profession whether there should be an element of persondl
commitment, a sense of vocation that should be tested?

While this kind of test may be difficult on a vast scale by the government, should @
start be made by voluntary organisations running schools and colleges? A related issue
is - can teachers regain a sense of their vocation as long as education is a routine
government/bureaucratic exercise? A second issue is the content of the training of
teachers. As the mgjority of the society is in the poor sector and as children from that
sector should form the maqjority in our schools to start with should not the training
programme of our teachers include a study of the nature of society - of the affluent
minority and the poor majority, an understanding of the culture of the poor, and how
learning can be directed to meet the special features of that culture? Above all, given
the fact that poverty will be with us for some time, should not the training of the teachef
include ways and means of the school (and the teacher) going out to the students from
the poor families to help them learn, instead of only waiting for them to come in to theé
school. This will also help solve the problem of hostility and negativism, which the class
room arouses among students from poor families.

There is also the problem of curriculum and textbooks. The curriculum is at ;:»reseﬂt
rather heavily oriented towards the well-to-do, urban, non-agricultural cutture of society-
This could be in part corrected. if a certain part of the curriculum/syliabus is allowed 10
be developed by each school, both in relation to culture characterising the region In
which itis located and the response of the school going out to the students, in a kind of
school wthout classroom walls. Some of the curriculum/syllabus will have to be common
to the district, region, and/or state, but a part varying from 30-50 per cent should be left
to the teacher and the students to develop. This means that the teacher has to bé
trained during his training college days in this kind of curricular development by the school
as part of its learning and educational responsibiities.
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Similarly. some parts of the textbooks - both in natural and sociatl sciences and in
e languages - should emanate, if not from each school, atleast from a group of schools
in a district or block, so that the teachers and students are, while learning to abstract
from¢, eality, also deal with the real world around them.  Thisinvovies the state departments
of education allowing schools to develop in part their curricula/syllabi, and some of their
textbooks. On that basis. the training of teachers should involve training them in the
theory and practice of curriculum development and fextbook production.

At the level of higher education, in the arts and science colleges and universities,
there is a very serious situation. Not only at the level are 80 per cent of the bensfits -
Whatever they are in terms of completion of the college/university course - appropriated
by students from the top two to three deciles of society. as noted eartier, there is enormous
waste involved in the motions that are gone through in the arecs of teaching, textbooks
and boards of studies etc. Fees charged from the well-fo-do students are those fixed
three or four decades ago plunging universities and colleges into financial difficulties.
The examinations have become a farce, as far as recording a student’s learning

attainments is concerned.

Under these conditions, arts and sciences education needs to be restructured
through: (a) aodmitting fo it students who have an aptitude for higher education, as
evidenced in o test designed for the purpose: (b) 50 per cent of the admissions be reserved
for students from the poverty sector who will be given loan scholarships to cover their
board, lodging and textbooks; (C) all other students to be charged fees which will be
raised every two years till they reflect the rate of inflation in the country; (d) study
programmes should be semesterised and be subjected to a ngmber of internal tests,
such as quizzes, home assignments, infernal exams, seminars and library work as g means
of continual interest assessment; (e) a cumulative record of learning study, which will
replace the external examination. | conclude that in this restructured higher education,
in which community and social service in rural and urban slums will be part of the

curriculum, the culture of the poor will receive its share of attention.
o de K
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NATURAL RESOURCE ENVIRONMENT OF INDIA*

Environment

| THE environment is a complex intermingling of natural and human resources and
social conditions — and their many interacting effects on our planet. The most
distinguishing feature of the environment is the interconnectedness of the .vcrious parfs
of resources and society that form the environment. As such each resource is an integral
part of a whole and can be understood, analysed and dealt with only in this integroted
and holisﬁc manner. Naturally, the scope of environment encomposs;s human ecology:
pgbho and occupational health and safety, avoidance of poliution of land, watef and
air management of natural resources, reduction of waste, and improved notu,rol resourcé
use 'fhrough multiple use, recycling and erosion control, conservation of the naturdl
hgbufo’rs, aesthetic and cultural preservation and an equitable societal organisation which
will make all this possible. This straight away raises a problem for econo?nics which can
only deal with one quantity or facet at a time. l

Economics and Environment

First, omeniggmggfﬁgé'm””‘e”* by economics has many explanatory variables-
et S o Ne;n ecpnomlcs — which is usually placed around the time
O oy In__suecgh Ogs'f g'lgng in 1776 - the environment seemed abundant and
e Secondll uation. economics did not need to pay special attention to
M fron;. B y the central concern of economics is the market, and price
pnichTes s lorm an ominates all market ransactions. Into such a market transaction:
from goods | T ;:ost natural resgurces do not enter, because they are regorded as
o Ona o y,. e fragmentation of knowledge and the conceptual divorce of
parura an ia sciences also led to the neglect of the role of environment. Fourthly:
nition of economic development as economic growth called for growth of
manufacture, with the expansion of individual industrial sectors, without proper regard
for Thg environmental price involved. A fifth, somewhat fechnic;ol factor has been the
Dfem.ise regarding the substitutability of natural resources by copi’tol in the production
322'3052 tSc:fr\nef ecinomisfs hold that such substitution can and does take place. while
ate thatsuch s i ility i ' ital i
o e e nc;?;?::;gﬁ:lz s|s fallacious because capital itself can be produc

negm:csr:ﬁwo: onefhofher fmporfonf constraint that prevented the perception of the

o e nonec olp s'.envuonr‘nenf of the economic growth preoccupation and that

o Cost_t-)opp f|icc1 ility. 'ond INn some cases wrong applicability, of the neo-clossicO'

e e enefit analysis. The problems involved in applying this tool to projects. in
nmental aspects are involved include the following:

:figgte?cexcerpts reproduced from Nadkarni et gl (eds). India -The Emerging Chalienges. copY
) Institute for Social and Economic Change. Bangalore, 1991,  All rights reserved:

Reproduced with th [ ' ‘
India PVt Lid. New Dathy of the copyright holders and the publishers, Sage Publicatio”
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ts are public goods and have no

@ h ' tal elemen
e tact that most environmenia ut
market prices: here the technique of shadow pricing could pe used, but
for that there has fo be some base.
®) i | oroblem, under which many environmental benefits
o inter e i nd accrue only o future generations.

in the short run @ 4 .
;st-beneﬂf analysis with its short time horizon and its

penefits to net present value, inapplicable.
penefit analysis that is stilt unresolved.

are not perceptible
which makes the C
discounting of future

© i o issue involved in cost- |
mgﬁf gtr:f;ﬁmber of issues here. While o discount rate for finite human

t, is there any such temporal limit to society and the flow

?Qgrs\ggtg f?smsepubttc investments? It involves @ voipe judgement that
after the given number of years (given in the rate of discount), the further
years are of no account. The discount rates favour projects with short-
term costs, while weighing against investments which

terrm benefits or long- - . . ;
have long-term penefits which characteristise most environmentat projects.

(chy The problem of the inability to evaluate imreversibles, as in the case of the
i, fish and plant species, erosion of the diverse genetic

i ng animd
glascsﬁ%?ggg%ﬁve environmental externalities, as in the case of soil erosion
or climatic change.

(e) The empirical problems related to assessing and measuring what
economists call consumption and destruction of capital. Forinstance, in
India the systematic denudation of forests has led to recurrent loods, which
inturmn has rasulted in destruction of livestock, house property, fools of trade,
farm lands, soils and human heatth and lives. There are sporadic and

fragmented estimates of the cost of damage to assets as in RBI's All-India
Debt and investment Surveys. the Central Water Commission’s estimates
of resources lost in floods, etc., but no cgmple’re regular inventfory of
recuning capital loss. There is also an Othf{oncl accounting problem in
that the capital loss such as that foqumg inundation of farest land by
irigation reservoirs, Of fiood, or drought is regarded as an ocassional event,
which cannot be deducted from the annual flow of savings for capital
formation of the country. Thus the difficulty of finding suitable empirical
correlates to the loss or damage to the environment has prevented their
entry into Nafional income Statistics.

Q) The difficulties in applying the economist’s favoured tool of marginal utility
theory expressed in the concept of the willingness to pay for an
environmental investment as compared 1o ifs alternatives, the difficulties
arising from unequal income distribution, so that the poor who do not have
the purchasing power 1o pay need to be provided environmental growth
and protection regardiess of their inability (not unwillingness) to pay there:
there is aiso the related ambiguity of the concept of consumer’s sovereigm\}

embedded in the marginal utility doctrine.

There are thus institutional, historical, conceptual and theoretical reasons for the
neglect of the environment and the environmental factor by economists and in
development economics. But this is not the end of the line. 1tis only fair fo state that
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neo-classical economists have tried to deal with these problems (not very successt“Yz
while the institutionalists have pointed to the irrelevance of the cost-benefit tool an
have proposed alternatives.

It is now time to review briefly the effects on India’s environment and its N
resources, that its growth centred development over six odd Plans, lasting over three an
a half decades, have invoived.

atural

Lond

The country possesses only around 266 million hectares of land which has any
potential for biotic productivty of which a third has gone out of production due 10
denudation, waterlogging or salinisation, a further third Is only partially productive dueto
some degradation, leaving 134 million hectares (which includes the last third) which aré
under cultivation and which must be saved from further deterioration. Hence. land fof
production of food, fibre and other needs is limited and shrinking from 0.33 hectare pef
capitain 1951 to 0.29 hectare per capita in 2000. India produces 130-150 milion 10(“?‘95
with 143 million hectares, whereas China produces 300 million tonnes from 12 mm!on
hectares. Grazing lands are rapidly declining and the large animal population havind
only 13 million hectares of degraded grazing land, roam over all fallow and unc:ul'riva'fedf
land, cultivable wastes and 36 million hectares of tropical forest lands — which is h0'|f 0
the total available vegetation. The country loses about 8,000 hectares of land to ravinés
every year at the rate of 0.5 per cent per anuum. The unregulated mining of minerals f‘;’
industrial production and export of industrial ore result in making an unquantified lan
area barren, the water polluted, air defiled and forests denuded.

Soil erosion is one of the serious problems of our land. Because of the g,owing
demand for food and the unsatisfied land hunger, an additional 24 million hectares Of
marginal land, with their soil seriously eroded, have been brought under the plough AD.OU
65 million hectares of arable and forest land are facing serious and intolerable soil erosion"
due mainly to deforestation. The Department of Environment (DOE) has estimated "9
6 billion tfonnes of top soil is washed into the sea every year.

The continued denudation of forest areas and lack of vegetative covef hdz
according to the National Commission on Agriculture, increased the country’s fiood pron 4
area from 25 million hectares at the start of the First Plan to 40 million hectares at the sto f
of the Sixth Plan. DOE places the figure at 60 million hectares. This process of depleﬁ@ °
soil and vegetation is extending the drought prone areas, which DOE places at 80 mlllierS
hectares (from 20 million hectares at the start of planning). To the Thar desert which CCf‘{ "
an area of 31.7 million hectares, the process of desertification is adding 1.38 m..u!o
hectares, with 22.8 millon hectares being in the highly vulnerable category and siX milion
hectares in the moderately vulnerable group.

y the Gree"

Soil also suffers from nutrient stress and drain which is worsened b ity

Revolution technology. On top of the phosphate deficiency and metal and othef to

110

§oll scientists report that intensive cropping is removing important micro nutrients — zinC,
iron, copper. manganese, magnesium — Which forming a mere 1 per cent of a plant’s
weight, control various aspects of its growth and development.

The problem of waste disposal is also looming not so much as a separate problem
of land or mineral or water use, but as an interrelated problem. There is the pollution of
surface and ground water by agricultural, sylvi-cultural and mining activities, which are
lumped together as ‘non-point’ sources. There is the problem of sewage in uul'bcn areas
and the various effluents of industrial units which are becoming important and require'
large quantities of land for treatment.

Forests

Probably the most severe loss in the land resource environment resulting from
development is in the forest area. The Seventh Plan refers to 23 per cent of the
geographical area of the country, that is 70 million hectares, being under forest cover
and sets a timeless target of 33 per cent. 100 million hectares of forest cover, to be
achieved. This data about 70 million hectares is faulty, because the two imageries of the
National Remote Sensing Agency of the Department of Space report that the area under
more than 10 per cent tree cover decreased from 55.18 milion hectares in 1972-75 to
46.08 million hectares in 1980-82; that the entire depletion took place in regard to good
forests, with a density of 30 per cent, which decreased from 46.4 million hectares to 36.02
million hectares, while the poor forest area (between 10 per cent to 30 per cent cover)
increased from 8.75 million hectares to 10 million hectares. This means an annual loss of
1.5 million hectares of good forests which places the real forest today at 33 million hectares,
and not 70 million hectares, which the Department of Forests keeps on reporting mainly
because of its including as the ‘area under forests’ all notified forest lands, including
denuded and waste-lands. In fact, DOE reports that one crore trees a day are being
felled. Further, the replanting rate is 0.12 million hectares over the thirty years of planning,
which means that we are losing net over 1.3 million hectares of forests a year.

This worrisome depletion of the country’s forest wealth has been brought about by

Q combination of development forces — substantial forest areas cleared and placed
Under the plough and plantations. big industrial and irigation projects clearing and/or
inUr\dc:ting vast forest areas, excessive felling caused by pressure of human and cattle
Population, and above all the increasing demand which the development of the
8Conomy has created for timber, pulpwood, firewood and forestry products generally.
Between 1956 and 1981, 1.3 lakh hectares were transferred to various development
Projects and an additional 33,000 hectares to hydro-electric projects according to the
star forest department. Social forestry, a term invented by the National Commission
on Agriculture in 1976, comprises farm forestry (frees planted 'by farmers on their farms),
Woodliots (trees planted by forest department). and community woodlots (trees planted
the communities). How far has this programme been successful? A careful and in-
depth evaluation of this programme (World Bank 1984) shows that because of economic
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factors. farm forestry has been a dominant component, (while woodlots cost Rs.3,000
per hectare and their return is 12 to 15 per cent, farm forestry costs Rs.1,600 per hectaré
with returns of 25 to 30 per cent); and that the primary beneficiaries of social foresfry
~ projects are large farmers, who overshot the farm forestry target by 3,430 per cent while
the community woodlots achieved only 11 per cent of the target. Under these condifions.
the first line of attack is to ensure that none of the remaining natural forests are exp'Oifed
for industries, raw materials requirement, or for irrigation, or hydel generation.

This is atso the clear and unequivocal recommenation of Department of Environment
(DOE). Itis not feasible any longer to exploit the remaining natural forests to start a new of
to expand existing forest based industries; (DOE, 1 988) whose needs can be mef. i
necessary, by import of the needed raw materials. The undesirable alternative is the
forest department’s recommended course which is to clear all existing forests and replace
them with plantations of fast growing species, centred around the eucalyptus plant. which
s environmentally disastrous as it draws on available water and nutrients, returns 1855
nutrients to the soil and yields about half of what it is expected to yield. Forest destruction
is the major cause of soil erosion, floods, siltation of reservoirs, loss of genetic diversity, an
displacement of the most vulnerable sections of society — the tribals whose habitat is the
forest. There is still ime to turn around from this blind alley in forest policy and forest
management.

Water

The country’s water resources is another area where the available amount is nof
known. Given the availability of water we fac- certain problems with regard to water
use and management. It is true that ground-water is less susceptible to poltution than
surface water but that also is polluted — being more difficult to detect or rectify. In view
of the difficulty of rectification, prevention is by far the better option. WHO report that 23
million people die from water-borne diseases every year. InIndia 360 million peoplé
not have safe drinking water, and NEERI reports that 70 per cent of inland water in fNé
country is unfit for human consumption. As a result, the country loses 73 milion working
days, costing Rs.600 crores every year; it accounts for 80 per cent of its health proble™
caused by the water-borne diseases of cholera, typhoid, dysentery, gosfroeﬂfeﬁﬂs’
hookworm and guinea-worm, and the annual death of 2 million children.

The major demand for water is irrigation which uses about 92 per cent of all avO“GF"e
water with industrial and domestic uses accounting for the balance 8 per cent. rigatio’
has however given rise to a number of problems. The accelerated spread of fube—Weu
imigation has resulted in over-exploitation of ground water for imigation leading the Diréc
Geneal of ICAR to warn that at this rate the foodgrain bowl of India, Punjab and HONO”‘?’
could become waterless deserts in two decades. Surface irrigation on the other han s
increasing waterlogging and salinity. The cost of these irrigation works is high, with larg®
and increasing time and cost overruns, while the benefits are low and dwindling. one

way forward that has not been fully explored is the conjunctive use of surface and grov™®
water.
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Apart from direct costs being high, major irrigation projects, as also hydro-electric
Projects, involve large dams which impose environmental and human costs of their own.
Ne complement to big dams which has not been fully explored are small dams, small

hydro-slectric projects — micro and mini hydel unifs.

Tanks are the fraditional irigation source in South and Central Indiq, but this source
Wffers from neglect and little is being done (or can be done under present conditions) to
Counter the siting of tanks. Among the technological problems associated with tank
| ation are high water losses due to evaporation, due fo percolation,-and due to siltation.

Alr Poliution
Poliution of the air in crowded cities like Bombay or Calcutta is popularly regarded
€ worst form of air pollution. But recent studies show that the worst form of pollution
isfhe wood smoke inhaled by poor rural women while cooking for the family. A tonne of

ticulates from a household wood oven may involve 500 times more exposure than g

Onne of particulates from a coal fired power station. A study recently conducted in four

arat villages showed that the average exposure of. women in the villages fo the two
jor pollutants of wood smoke, total suspendgd pomcul.cfes (TSP) and benzo apyrene

P). ranged from 1,110 to 56,600 TSP, averaging 7,000 microgrammes per CUbIC' m.efre
Compqred to 120 microgrammes per cubic metre recommendec! as the safe limit by
Who, As for the second pollutant (BaP). on which there are no r\ohoncl standards, one
U"defStondqug comparison is befween d cigarette smoke anvolvmg 3.850 non'ogromnrzes
I Cubic metre, while the average three hours .thof the housev'wfe spends in cooking
om o wood stove in the Guijarat village is equivalent to smoking twenty packets of

CigOreftes Th is thus a strong case for cleaner fuels, improved stoves and better
: ere estry programmes which give less smoke when

Ventiigy; ; i ial for
o trees in sOC >MG
Ao fS | Growflrc‘:ghcrcoc, designing the hufs and houses of the poor with improved
Veﬂfiloticme . use oinst its complete absence in most village huts), and above all increasing
'°Did|y the(ssseogt?’rhe smokeless chulas, of which there are many types and designs, are
© only way to save our rural women.
i rce of pollution in several places. Most
P ' e emerged as amajor sou .
'he,mc]‘o“l’zf i:orr?.::, :;Ve out of forty-eight surveyed) have no pollution control machinery
meosSreg QE\d| if continued. will lead to acid rain over the country by the turn of the
Cenqu_ ’
it is Mi i en-cast mines; when the coal is burnt
P i i ith coal asitis mined in op . -\ ,
it roloe s<‘>;luho‘n begins ;V;e s Further, the accompanying fly ash emission not only reduces
Visib;my its powopous g o .ca dmium, chromium, mercury, lead, etc. The desulphurisation
foces; contains orseme, emission of sulphur dioxide, but no ptant has installed this
UiDmei?ne{::tLrj;;Oﬁc precipitators can reduce the trace elements, as their use by
Per-thermal plants shows.
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Leaving behind the days of transport by bullock cart and horse driven cariage
and later by the cycle, the country has now entered a phase of explosive increase in
motor vehicles. One result is a sharp rise in qir pollution. Most trucks run on badly
maintained internal combustion diesel engines whose carbon monoxide can damagé
brain tissues, along with nitrogen oxide which can cause cancer. A lethal pollutant is
lead. There are means of preventing these harmful emissions, which are enforced in all
industrial countries. In India, legislation in this regard has been passed but is yet fo be
enforced.

Industrial Development

Indian industry has increased around ten-fold during the first six plans, and s
projected to increase by 120 per cent during the next two plan periods. Hence. al
attention by government, industrialists, planners and administrators is concentrated on
means of accelerating industrial growth. But on this there is an environmental price 10
be paid, to which lithe or no attention is being paid in the country.

On the one hand, industry and its products have animpact on the natural resource
base of the country through the cycle of raw materials exploration and extraction
transformation into products, energy consumption, waste generation, and use ond
disposal of products by consumers. The negative results that follow in the process-—-;:)fod'»'c'f
pglluﬂon and depletion and degradation of resources— even when recognised is brushed
aside, on the analogy that Europe, Japan and North America went through the someé
process to attain their current high levels of industrial. agricultural and economic
development, only after which they have adopted a rigid. inflexible and comprehesive
set of regulations covering all facets of their environment — the use of water, air, the land
and its soils, rivers, seas, above ground and underground minerals, every tree in the forest.
etc. This "buy now and pay Iater’ approach is based on the assumption that there will b@
enough time to repair the damage to the environment, at least of that part which is nof
ireversible, but as the Plans and Plan projections show, that spare time is simply not
available.

On the other hand, the negative environmental impact of industrial activity is olso
basically a question of location, though admitedly, pollution can have a far-reachind
impact both in space and time in many cases. The industrial tragedies that the countty
has faced — the Bhopal calamity, the Shriram case in Delhi, the Calico event in BombaY:
the IRE radiation effects in Elootr Cochin, gt gl. — are a function in part of their beind
located in areas where large numbers of persons live.

Equally important, it s not the industrialists who are responsible for this destructive
location of the projects. First itis the local people who agitate and insist that the industY
or project should be located in their area because of its supposed employment incomé”
generating capacity. Second. it is the state government who mounts incredible pressure
on the Union government and all concerned for the project. Thus, the problem of ind
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c‘Q'“G'ge of the environment proceeds from a variety of official and non-official sources.
with the industry itself playing Q relatively minor role.
’ industry, the fertiiser industry, which is the fourth largest in
t to the fact that India’s fertiliser use is about half of the
pean average (which may be good), there are
te of. Thus on the one hand, withincreasing oll
s and associated gas, there will be more fertiliser plants based an this resource.  In
Qddition to ensuring the fuller and more optimal use of the product, along-term plan on
"he location of the plants which wil not be ecologically destructive and environmentally
damaging is needed. On the other hand, there is the questiorr of the sustainabliity of
Chemical fertilisers and pesticide use. There is a strong case for greater use of organic
fertiisers and biological fertilisers like SPIC's cytozyme which are less destructive of the

®nvironment.

Actually taking just one
world, but stands in contras

n average and one-sixth of the Euro
$ome lessons for the future to be taken no

ents of taxation. pollution charges, and subsidies for

More ity. the instrum '
generall It as new fechnologies and industrial processes which

Poliution ipment as wé
control equip able and can, and should, be used to control the

"Sduc i w avall

delefe?ioZ(:"euf:‘:gtscc;fel:c;)ustrioliscﬂon. Where it hos been tried-it is found that benefits

have exceeded costs. This anti-poliution technology and those relofef:l to cc.onseN'o'rior\

Practices hold out hopes of reducing the environmental costs of lndus'rrl'olisahon if

Qccepted and adopted by ouf industries. There is a strong case for environmental
Local authorities must be educated and made competent

Planning at the local level: f
'o evaluate alternative sites and do ‘risk’ assessments.

In the country, starting with wha oS o
Problem: at itis finite.  This will be even
of the n:)'('r(lneeni:.u: depending on coal and water resources. In coal, the possibility of

exhaustion of mettallurgical coal would be around 2035 AD, in pefroleum products, it is
to be exhausted in twenty years.
nuclear energy component which is planned to increase
ises several questions of the danger of accidents, radiation

fisks, waste disposal, the link with nuclear weapons, on the basis of whiut;:"rl\fyth; 2:§(s:ﬁ£; :r:
the nuclear energy option should be seriously considered. The poss some part of the
of the modern energy sources is frue, and so the trade Off befweegrises s Involves
Country’s proposed development against a ban on nuclear enegucts in:\porfs e
Q heavy foreign exhchange outgo on crude and petroleum pr ; o5 rorolbly that
connection it is interesting to note that a UK Friends of the Earth stu b}l Orﬁl;r resoutces '
UK should phase out nuclear power and develop its largé renewable energy

solar, biomass, wind. hydro geothermal, tidal and wave power.

t is called ‘commercial energy’ there are several
fter the second decade

A second problem is the
10 10,000 MW by 2000 AD. Thisra
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The use of energy conservation technologies and proper energy pricing policies
can help reduce our energy intensity to 1, if not below it. On energy conservation, plans
are we.ll advanced on the use of energy efficient equipment. These now need to b€
operationalised and put into action. On energy pricing, the basic principles (which aré
not fgllowed) are: (a) individual product prices to users should reflect the full, long-term
marginal social opportunity costs including environmental damage costs that the use of
these energy resources engender (b) subsidised prices on equity grounds should b€
carefully monitored to ensure that they are available to the small and marginal farmers
and rural poor only, and for a defined period; and (c) meeting target rates of return on
OS§§B qr an acceptable rate of contribution to future investment programmes.  Energy
pncmg in the country needs to be renewed in the light of these principles o bring them
into some kind of order.

On renewable energy. the Fuel Wood Committee estimates firewood at 50 million
tfonnes (India, 1986), which does not meet even half the cooking requirements of the
SUOLImfry, urbo.n users alone purchosing 14-20 million tonnes. This has led to sharply fising

e W0<?d prices, to suffering by the urban and rural poor, and to large scale forest
destruction. Biogas is still in the beginning stage, as are the micro, small and mini hyde!
scr?emes. To the above should be added the energy generated by 80 million work
cmmc.Jls.. The non-conventional sources - solar energy. wind energy, geothermal etC.
are still in the pilot stage, but they should be pursued rapidly and relentiessly.

The major problem of energy needs of the 80 per cent comprising the rural people
and the urban poor (who make up 650 million out of 760 million of the people). is that
they qre restricted to traditional forms of energy. Almost all modern forms of energy
electricity, coal, petroleun products and gas are practically reserved for the minofify of
20 per cent of the population, who use 54 per cent of 5644.3 million tonnes of codl
replacement which are the non-renewable sources. This means that the energy Crisis is
.the crisis for the neglected 80 per cent of our people. The 20 per cent non-poot who
mclu@e the pumpset owners which is what Rural Energy Commission (REC) means. fac®
no crisis; they face only load-sheddings, inefficient supply, poor production and distribution
networks. In concentrating all attention as we do in our plans, budgets and economic
surveys, on achieving the targets of coal, electricity and crude and referring to the load
shedding and other problems of the well-to-do 20 per cent, the energy needs of the
majority of the population are bypassed.

The way out and the way forward

r What is the way out of the rapid rate at which the country’s environment ond its
:seources are being mismanaged. damaged, destroyed and endangered as set forth il
preceding pages? Some broad outlines on this crucial issue may be indicated.
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Data base
One of the serious lacunae faced by a study and analysis of the environment and

also by attempts at more effective policy formulation and implementation in India is the
lack of reliable data. Thislack of a firm, statistical base is glaring, and is in part made up

by interpolations. projections and guestimates.
llect, collate in some case and so develop

The first urgency. therefore, is fo survey. co :
ts and the twenty-seven sub-components

data on the precise state of the ten componen
of the environment setforth below:
Some environmental indices
Needed Statistical Data
Growth Rate
- Arable land per capita

- Real Forest Area per capita
- Grazing land per capita

Soil Erosion National soil erosion index
- Percentage of land affected
- Tonnes of soil lost per annum

- Percentage of fish stock harvested
- Net annual change in forested area

- Protected natural areas as a per
cent of national territory

- Per cent of national goal

- Per cent with feasible management
plans. Adherence to international
agreements concerning wild-land
and wildlife management, as in the
case of convention on international
trade in endangered species of
fauna and flora

Iheme

Population

Fish
Forest
Wild-land Management

6. . ' - National pollution indices
Poliution i water
- qir
- land
- noise
- National biocide poisioning
- National biocide deaths

Non-renewable energy use per GNP

7.
Energy used
Renewable/non-renewable energy

ratio
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8. Health - Physical quality of life index
- Incidence of occupational or
environmentally caused iliness
- Environmentally related morbidity

9. Urban - Area of green space per city

dweller

Percentage of people in poverty
Percentage of under-employment
of workforce

- Distribution of assets per decile

10. Social condition -
(annual basis) -

Itis only on the basis of the compilation of the above data that the exact current situation
of each resource and each facet of the environment will be known. It will replace e
varying, often conflicting estimates now being used. as well as the guestimates that form
the basis of many environment-related debates. The development of data will also show

where priorify actions need to be taken, and so help establish policy in an informed
seftting.

Repiacing the Growth Objective

A second step Is for economists and planners to help government and the Planning
Commission replace the growth objective of planned development by a more composité
index relating to employment, poverty and inequality and the social and economic inpufs
that make it necessary. There is usudlly a lot of discussion and worry over the failure t0
attain a targeted rate of growth, but there is hardly any attempt to expiain why a pofﬁcu'd
rate of growth is so vital. It is just taken as given and every one, the parliament, plcnnefs'
government and economists speak of the growth rate as deciding the well-being of fN®
country. The worry over the rate of growth in foodgrains production is similar. Th®
government was worried that in 1987-88, 12 million tonnes of kharif foodgrains weré o
because of the drought, but proudly announced that buffer stocks were 14.1 million tonnes
at the beginning of the year, and with a good rabi could end the year with 25 million
tonnes as buffer. No one in the government or among the planners raises the qUes"on
that this buffer stocking is possible because at least 300 million people who live in PO"erN
do not have the means to purchase the foodgrains they need. There is no thought given
whether these foodgrains will reach the poor or not, and what is the impact of i
production on the soil fertility, water resources, chemical fertiliser and pesticides of the
country which carry serious risks. Everything is expressed in terms of percentage grow’ .
electicity, gas and water supply. mining, petroleum and gas, imports, exports, gross capitd
formation, etc. Thus we have been and are being conditioned to judge everything
growth in one or a few sectors, while ignoring its negative effects on other sectors an
the accompanying impact on the environment, its resources including human resoufces'
which are the cause of development and whose comprehensive safeguardind an
development are needed for both the present and future well being. It is time thot we
now make a beginning to replace this growth criteria by one which measures who
happening fo people and their environment both for today and the future.
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A Holistic Approach and Analyses

This means the replacement of the present parfial cnq sectoral approach .U"‘dcel:
Which we concentrate on means of increasing food production at any cost for this ye
and next year, involving the puilding of high dams, myndo’non of forests qnd GﬂSDk‘JC'?é?r
People. each of which is looked at separately on‘d is seen .os. a small pncg T;)hp?' i’
increased food production. Thus the concentration on building fhe'%c'lm mf fhe ||em
Valley was set forth as a choice between man onq moqkeys (the building ok e. dohe
would have meant the extinction of the only 405 ||orw-f0|led mc.lccflce”mor‘ eys in f f
world which five in the Silent Valley). in place of looking at the Silent Va ?TV, as 23;‘;?9:’
€cological preservation versus producing more fgodgroms and lpo:jvgn IK i FTO o e (r),
see that the destruction of theé silent Valley forests will reduce crop ;J;: SI(;\ zfc:) o ;Ngd
increase of soil erosion and the accentuated-cycle ofdrgughf an foo fsf : Sd ::]Fi)n ned
In Idukki and in other dams. It is possible to produce a similar quantity <T3h gn?e Gr:rl
Not reduce people’s fuel supply by building’o numt?er of small d'cxms.b ' us, i eCSf < (o)
any development project. it is not a quesfloh of e|.fher fhg propcf ;ln? ex o e o;
being given up. but a holistic view ofeach DijeCf will show ifs varied ; SCIS O: P L;?gei
alternative courses. In other words, every D@Jec‘r or programme §ho;1 dei :;r :cf Sr':)'f:
Wholeness weighing its positive and negative fgo’rgres, bo.fh direc foirr; f hno;o o
term. medium term and long-term. incorporohng 'ln the final resgl e fec o g.l, a
SOfeéuor s that have been developed, after examining the gl‘remohves be orfe of egsgn
on the project is made. This holistic approachis embedded in the concept of sUsTANable

development.

Sustainable Development
e current doctrines and practice of development based on

unidir:; :s;nr:c;?sgtf;(‘)”::' which serves the needs of the wealthy few and the ngn-;Iafﬁor
minority, maintains the majority in conditions of poverty, qnd bo§es growth of ogrlc?u IOrle

i destruction of the environment and misuse of |T-s resources, sustainable
andindustry on te e It meets the essential wants of all people,

ic needs of all. :
development meefs the bas 4. energy, water and housing; it merges

jori foo

i ajority, for employment, a ’ -

2<O:mCUIO'ﬂy ?2:(;3 ?r?;rgn{/ir;:/\menf both in theory and in decision making. Sustainable
onomics

ich is addressed to the people who live in poverty
g:::jg;?g;:;ri;;isfr?;fgg\)/eﬁ?gnd inequality are the source of the ecologicgl crises,
big or small, that we face: pecause it reatises that poverty. reduggs Ttr'\"e C?g;:ﬁrl;v c<)>f me
people to use resources in d sustainable manner orjd thus |nTenSIfle§ efhp i n the
environment. But the major instrument in degrading ,ond desfroylng T: e |r<:nmem
are the non-poor, who consume most of the coun"rry s rgsqurces wn'rh. eﬂc\:on ractors
felling trees for their high and growing prices,. the industrialisfs des‘rroylngt;) \ (fa foresf. to
meet the demands of their forest-based industries, Thg smail grc?up respins | i e| orfg?ﬁ|ng
more dams built for irrigation and power, and morg rhungrols mined pOr'ICl:rl.Gry oh-OIh an
coal. It is these forces of modernisation, industrialisation, and urbanisation which are

119



destroying the environment.  On top the mismanagement of resources and their- e
add to their depletion and pollution, resulting in partial, sectoral and unsustainable growfh
and development.

On the general problem of the difficulty of measuring the damage to the
environment which has prevented its entry into our National Income Accounts, the
recommendation of the Report of the (K N Raj) Working Group on Savings provides the
answer: "It is recommended that the available estimate of capital formation in india pe
adjusted for the “average” accidental annual loss to physical assets. For this purpose. 9
full enumeration of capital erosion, be it by way of flood or cyclone or fire, or by way of
desertification of the land, either man-made or through repeated drought or by WO}’ of
chemical or other damage caused by environmental poliution by industries or by mining.
should be attempted by the national income estimator”. CSO acted on it in February
1988, and released national income estimates which included consumption and
destruction of fixed assets. ‘

It is thus very necessary that a proper assessment of social costs as against benefits
is done thoroughly for all projects and instead of being content with the traditional financiol
cost- benefit analysis such a cost-benefit analysis should serve the goal of susfoino?le
development. The costs imposed by development projects on the poor should receive
proper and adequate weightage. That is the only way they would have some chanceé
of survival.

Sorme of the costs and benefits of such a project may be unquantifiable, in which
case a cost effectiveness analysis or a qualitative analysis of benefits and costs can
replace or supplement quantitative statements and can point to alternative options:
Sustainable development also accepts the fact that many environmental projects mOY
not only be unquantifiable in terms of benefit and costs, but also not capable of peind
integrated into projects as in the case of irreversibles and some externdlities.

As alternative methodologies to the cost-benefit tool. three others are fast
developing. One is risk management, as part of environmental management involving
the notion of voluntary and involuntary risks, identification of risks, tools and TechniGU?S
for assessing and quantifying risks and risk acceptance. A second alternative

environmentalimpact assessement which can generate alternatives for siting. proceSSes'
raw materials and products and improves decision-making by increasing the rangé€ °
alternatives. A third tool increasingly promoted by UNEP, World Bank and ADB is the 959
of technical guidelines for incorporating environmental considerations in project planning

and execution.

In order to catch all costs (and benetfits) which escape the above analysis. it hos
been proposed that in addition to the social revised benefit cost analysis or its alternatives
some Safe Minimum Standard (SMS) be applied to every project. particularly in Co§§5
where it is difficult to value some ecological benefits like endangered species. sO that itis
environmentally acceptable and developmentally sustainable in terms of justifying
preservation against its opportunity costs.
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s, projects should:

D Qdhere to sustained yield principles to prevent over-exploitation, depending on the
harvest of renewable natural resources:

D avoig endangering plant or animal species;

Hi) Compensate any disadvantaged group so that they are better off than before the
Project;

V) not compromise public health and safety to an unacceptable level for those affected;

V) not contravene any environmental agreement to which the country is a party;

V) not affect the environment of a neighbouring country;

Vi) not clear inundate, or convert natural areas designated or proposaed as natural
Parks, biosphere reserves or other protected areas; and

Vili) avoid in the case of agricultural projects reducing productive potential of soils through
erosion, salinization, alkalinization or waterlogging.

s"ﬂoinoble Resource Management and Policy

Sustainable management indicates the possibility of turning around, and not only
Tepoiring the damage but of laying the basis for sustained progress; in this discussion, the
$eparate treatment of each resource is for analytical clarity.  In operational planning, a
Naturgl entity like a watershed which combines forest management, water management

And land use management must be employed.

land yse

Soil and water conservation technigues and mechanisms which can prevent soil
Ioss and assist in uniform water conservation are now known and available. Here there
Qre two problems to which management must address itself.  The first is the non-
iNvolvement of the farmer because it is a state programme and because he is not aware
of the invisible net benefit. The primary task here is to make the farmer aware of the fact
that his land con produce more through soil and water conservation - at least 15 to 20
Per cent more of yield - and to involve him in every such programme. The second is a
social problem of uncertainity flowing from his status, gs an unregistered tenant, a share
Cropper. a benami cultivator, a landless but sub-marginal formfer. Here the land reform
legisiation should be enforced as the corrective, and for that this Q'O‘fp qf formers shoulig
be helped to organise themselves to ensure that the tenancy legislation is implementeq.

Forests

The rapid deforestation can only be halted by the slowing, and in some cases,
abandonment of large irrigation projects and industries demanding the clear felling of
frees, which means the phasing out of contractual arrangements providing raw materiatls
to forest based industry. Hence, forest policy and management, apart from crying a
halt to inundation of forests and other forms of deforestation, calls for ecological
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restoration of degraded and denuded areas and for redirecting resource use o meet
the basic needs of the neediest. This means relating forest policy with agricutturé.
industry and energy policies, so that there is an integrated and unified land use. which
will be addressed to the varying requirements of: (a) hill regions needing ecologicd!
stability through watershed protection, conservation of genetic diversity and protecﬁOn
of wildiife; (b) wastelands and other areas managed for industrial wood production:
and (c) village areas through which the basic needs of timber, fuel wood, fodder and
green manure are met. All this means that institutions and legislation should be flexibly
developed to handle the management problems of the above triple area demand. It
is only if the vast untapped energies of people are used, helping them to help themselves:
that the seemingly gigantic task facing us in the forestry field can be tackled.

Water

The water resource crisis referred to earlier can be met with a series of well tried
measures. First, the plentiful seasonal rainfall in the country can result in stability of water
if there is: (a) reduction of instant surface run-off, and (b) increase of infiltration and
percolation. The two are interrelated because the less the instant run off, the more theé
infittration and the greater the recharge of soil moisture, ground-water and perenr\iol
surface water flows. Water conservation under these conditions calls for decreasing U
off and increased infiltration.  The soil is also a massive water reserve whose capacity
depends on the vegetative cover and soil structure which determines the water refen'riV"Y
of the soil.

~ Al peninsular Indian rivers arise from the Western Ghats which is their co’rchmenf
area and determine their ecologic and agro-economic situation. The intensive utilisation
of the water resources of the Western Ghats through major dams has resulted in extensive
submersion of valley forests in the river catchments, and the activities associated with
the construction of the dams have resulted in irreversible fragmentation of the remaining
forests and qualitative degradation. The inter-basin diversion of waters for irrigation an
power generation has seriously affected the hydrological cycle along the Western Ghafs
whereas in the Periyar basin, the drainage channels are short; adverse impact is immediate
and drastic. Water conservation can, and must go beyond the engineering oppfoach
of impounding river waters in large dams, which does not solve the water crisis propler™
of marginalised people.

The water crisis in the country can be faced and water conserved on a sustai
basis through the use of ecological principle ensuring that water resources are no
destroyed by land mismanagement or excessive withdrawals of natural resource®
(disruption of the hydrological cycle) or by excessive wastes flowing info it (Po"uﬁo,n)'
Water can be conserved by avoiding its destruction and distorted use and respechng
the hydrological cycle, the difference between essential and non-essential needs. 9™
meeting on a priority basis the needs of the poor and marginalised. Alongside mereg
need to fill the gaps in scientific knowledge on the interaction between plants. soil AN
water in the country’s ecosystem. This is a task for mutti-disciplinary research.

nablé
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Air and pollution control

The first task in air pollution is to establish pollution monitoring measures in all urban
and semi-urban areas, on the basis of which allowable atmosphere loadings and emission
Criteria and standards can be established and administered. The fossil fuel emission can
be contained by the use of the relevant plant, machinery and technology. As suggested
earlier, the time has now arrived under which no thermal station, factory burning fossil
fuel should be permitted unless provision is made in its capital budget for the containment
of the pollutants. The most polluting source in Indian cities is the old and dilapidated
internal combustion trucks. These should be strictly controlled and licences to ply them
issued only to those that have emission control devices. Apart from pollution control
reguiation there is need for better town-planning (to ensure air movement), proper traffic
regulations and greater use of mass transport.

Pollution also follows from unwanted inputs like river water pollution and acid
precipitation from the emissions from factories, as the Ganges, Cauvery and Cooum
studies show. Though the actual use of pesticidesis low in the country, being about one-
tenth of that of Jopbn, the Central Plant Protection Training Institute reports a rather high
level of pesticide residues in 31.4 per cent of the food samples it fested. Pesticide poliution
can be controlled through biological controls, using predators, parasites or pathogens,
through growing pest resistant varieties and using cerfain cultural methods like burning
crop residues, etc. Pesticides like DDT, BHC and Aldrin, contain high toxicity, and their use
should be limited in wetland rice growing areas and in places where organic manures
can be encouraged.

Industry

Sustainable industrial development calls for efficient resource use, which will
generate less pollution and waste, and one that is based on the use of renewable
resources which minimises the irreversible impact on human health and environment.
This means that resource and environmental consideration must be part of all industrial
planning, and be a part of the feasibility reports of every public or private sector project.
The country has adopted legislation to control all forms of industrial pollution, and now it
is for government and industrial associations like FICCI.  Assocham and CEl, to establish
clear bench-marks, on standards and on air and water pollution, waste management,
occupational health and safety of workers, and the manufacture, marketing use, transport,

and disposal of toxic substances.

Poliution should be recognised by our industries in the public and private sectors as
a cost which should be either directly and separately provided for in the capital budget,
or should lead to investmentsin improved productionand processes"ro incregse efficiency
and reduce pollution, or pollufion containing machinery and equnpmenf, in the kind of
tax rebate incentives that are provided generally for new investment and for
modernisation. Not all costs in all cases can be borne by the industry .c:opcerned. in
some cases the costs are externalised, being transferred to the community in the form of
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damage costs to human and workers’ health, property and ecosysterns. This is what is
widely done by both public and private sector units in the country and this needs to bé
controlled and prevented. In other cases, which are still few and far between, the cost
can be internalised by the enterprises investing in measures to prevent the damage and
pass on. or share it, with the consumers. Hence the government should provide subsidies
of various kinds to encourage industrial units to invest in preventive, restorative or
compensatory measures. The Department of Environment has a maijor responsibility in
assessing the environmental impact of every major project and its conclusions should not
be overridden except by the highest review body. The country has a large number of
small scale industries playing a major role.  Their limited resources do not allow them 10
invest in machinery to meet environmental regulations, but in particuiar the metal working:
machine tools, printing, tanning and dyeing industries generate a lot of pollution. For
them. new technologies in micro-electronics might be of help, and here. in addition to
financial and technical assistance, the government should provide them with information
on the less expensive pollution containing equipment. In all this, the Pollution Control
Boards have an important role in monitoring and making suggestions for reducing pollution:

Energy

In the energy area, some means of developing a sustainable energy future have
been indicated. To start with, it is recommended that the country abjure the nucledf
energy path; there are no means of retaining this very risky and potentially destructive
energy source. Second. a low energy future should be the guiding factor for our plans.
where investments are switched from exclusively investing in more thermal and more
hydel plants, and more use of crude oil, fo investing in the development and supply ©
highty efficient fuel saving end-use equipment, which are now available, and which woul
reduce by 30 to 35 per cent the country’s per capita energy consumption.  In fact su¢
energy efficiency is a major item in enegy policies for sustainable developmen_f'
Reference to means of improved monitoring and use of technologies which contal
pollution induced by the burning of fossil fuels, the renovation of truck diesel engines "
means of controlling their poisonous emissions have been earlier referred to. and aré
reiferated. Environmental management needs to concentrate on enhancing the
productivity of the traditional energy sector of biomass - wood, charcoal, dung and croP
residues along with a more rapid development of biogas - on all which aimos? all the
country’s rural people rely. Most of these systems operate optimally at a small to mediu™
scale, which is ideally suited for rural application and are labour-intensive, and shoutd be
given a much higher priority in our plan programmes, where only one-hundredth of th®
fésources devoted to fossil fuels is available for renewables. The new renewable sourc®
of solar wind and geothermai energy also need to be rapidly pushed.

Some concluding thoughts

, ¢
There is much to support the conclusion that the kind of development which © t
country has been providing is damaging its environment, destroying its resources, AN
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the root of which is the poverty and inequality of ifs people. Hence, it has been proposed
hat our growth centred development plans should be replaced by plans aiming at
ustainable development, which will be addressed both to safeguarding and enriching
e environment and meeting the basic needs of the neediest in the society.

A second conclusion is that if sustainable development, and not development
Measured by growth is the aim, no time should be lost in assembling precise data on the
environment and its composing resources, as ouflined earlier. Third, wﬂhile itisimportant to
Plan the use of natural resources for meeting human needs, it must also be stressed that
fragile environmental areas must be preserved.  UNESCO's biosphere programme

envisions a biosphere reserve having three zones:

A core area which has maximum protection, e.g. the natural Shola forests

(@

in the Western Ghats, the coastal, mangrove areas efc., fallin this category.
b A buffer zone for experimentation, for eco-restoration, etc.
©) A multiple use area where we achieve both conservation and

development (UNESCO, 1984; Conservation Foundation Letter 1987). This
should be our conservation guideline,

Institutionally, environmental planning must be introduced in the planning at the
central, state and local levels. All projects and programmes evaluated by the Planning
Commission must be reviewed for environmental impact. The state governments must
improve their planning capabilities since water, forests etc. are state subjects, in which
the Pollution Control Boards should be major actors. Local authorities play a key role in
environmental planning, because of their familiarity with the local terrain, their powers of
land use control, their competence in assessing carrying capacity, risk to workers and
communities and proper waste disposal. They must evaluate all the major environmental,
economic and social impacts of projects and educate the public about the trade-offs
that have to be made. Existing industries must be encouraged to create environmental
and safety cells in their organisations. At the macro-level, sustainable development must
address the problem of drought and climate changes. Environmental management can
never occur without the participation of people and the planning referred to must not
occur without the input of people. This is one reason for decentralisation of planning to
the lowest possible levels consistent with Gandhian notions of Panchayat Rqgj !

A fourth finding is that political parfies and governments - union and particularly
those of the states - are primarily concerned with short term gains and results, while the
normal bureaucratic resistance to suggestions for review and change result in a lack of
coordination between ministries and departments, and active cross fighting between
them on matters concerning eco-development and environmental innovation where
an integrated approach is necessary. This places a special responsibility for ensuring

sustainable development through action by voluntary groups - on apparently small and

disconnected ecological issues which can blossom info decisive programmes.
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A final thought is that there is a cost attached to sustainable development, which
we,l the non-poor, must pay. In money terms, it is not much, being up to 5 per cen‘t of the
prqect cost‘, which every activity must incorporate in its investment budget. A moré
senqus costis tﬁof we, the well-to-do, will have to give up some part of what wé are used
to - in energy, in consumer goods and in intfermediate goods - which is giving up some
porf of n‘on—sustoincble development, so that we may pursue sustainable develo ment.
which will begin to meet the needs of the poor and the lowly i

* % %k
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Towards A Little Less Irrelevance*

The Relevance of Economics

THE economics profession in India today is at the cross roads. Like planning, its relevance
to the condition of the country is being questioned.

What is this condition? | believe that we economists are agreed on the following
endogenous ills of the economy.

- Rampant inflation
- Mounting unemployment
- A parallel economy
- Stagnant investment
- Declining savings
- Distorted distribution
- Massive poverty
| think we would also agree on the following exogenous factors which dominate it

An institutional frame that results in an unjust social order and increasi ) .

i asingly ine

income distribution. glyinequitable
Personal and institutionalised corruption;

a runaway population growth; and
a society in mutation

Against this agreed picturisation of our economy, let us look at the toois of
trade. Here | shall take some of the most widely used Economics textbook n our
universities which embody these tools and which | shall use as a sample. The f;xlfr; e
usually divided into several parts, which in our universities we have reﬁﬂéd into moge
economics, fiscal economics, monetary economics, international economics and so or?
The first part of these texts normally deals with what it calls basic economic Concepfé
which cover, inter alig gross national product now being transformed into measure of
economic welfare or net economic welfare, scarcity and the producﬁon*possibilify frontier,
zero population growth, how the free enterprise system solves the basic economic'
problems, people’s capitalism, the deciine of poverty, business organisation and the giant
corporation, trade union, growth of government expenditure and taxation. Here, under
the guise of concepts, we aré really familarising ourselves with a particular set of institutions
the institutional frame of the affluent market economies and are being conditioned fc;

understand their rationality, efficiency and aufomaticity.

* Edited excerpts reprinted from the Presidential address by Dr. Maicolm S Adiseshiah at the 57th
All-Ingia Economic Conference at waltair, December 27, 1974, Reproduced with permnission

from copy right holders and publishers - indian Economic Journal, Bombay.
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A second part deals with the determinants of national income-savings, consumpfion
and investment, marginal propensities to consume and to save, the multiplier, the paradox
of thrift, business cycles and interactions of the accelerator and multiplier, the paradox
of thrift, business cycles and interactions of the acceleration and income redistribution.
the federal reserve or the central banking system and the control of spending, money.
liquidity preference, marginal efficiency, fiscal policy and public debt. In this parf 100
the tools we are acquainting ourselves with are those which project and imperfecf
competition, oligopoly, economic welfare and operate under certain forms and
institutional structures, as set forth in the first part, of national income generation.

The third part deals with the price mechanism and the sectors of the economy.
starting with demand and supply elasticity, equilibrium, individual and market demand.
consumer’s surplus, indifference curves, individual firms supply curve and market supply.
non-optimality of competitive Iaissez faire pricing, theory of games and conglomorates.
In this part we are introduced to some rigorous and useful static theory but it is only that
with little relation to the real world anywhere. In all faimess it must be admitted that
economics, like all, probably alittle more than, the other social sciences in its search for
quantifiable aggregates can only deal with abstract variables.  Its behavioural pre-
occupations whether they be the behaviour of Indian prices or the production function
behaviour of inputs - are pre-occupations with the behaviour of abstract quantities.

A fourth part deals with distribution of income, land. labour, capital and their pricing:
the aggregate or surrogate productive function in the US or the UK, marginal prodUCf
theory, competitive equilibrium, rents and costs, real wage determination, interest
determination, the various views of profits ranging from factor returns to surplus value-
Here we are introduced to a labour scarce, capital abundant economy and the tools
needed to understand its working. There are also some additional irrelevances in this
homogenous. monolith concept of capital because it shuts off problems
unemployment. reswitching, wage levels - aligned or non-aligned - with profit rates, thé
composition and measuring of the capital-output ratio. capacity utilisation an
monopolies - in all of which the economics profession in this country should be involve
and should provide the inputs and parameters for the econometrician.

of

The next part in our text books usually deals with international economics - foreigh
exchange rates, gold and dollar standards, balance of payments, international capital
movements, comparative costs and advantages, tariff studies, development and military
aid, IBRD, IMF and EEC, the dollar, the deutsch mark or the yen glut and SDRs.  Here w.e
move into the dynamics of international exchanges which to the extent of 80 per cent®
the exclusive trading reiations between and among the 30 richest economies in OUf wo
based on a model of imports and exports always being in balance at least among therm
(This was of course before the oil producers unbalanced this model balance.) Buf ther
again | must admit that these text books are a refreshing contrast to the diet of irelevan
orthodoxies concerning the high income countries on which | was nurtured as Q student
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emingly irrelevant prose which lights up
tries, particularly for the fortunate few
pervading the analysis of profits aond

These texts today are written in lively, brash, se
OUr understanding of the economies of these coun

Of Us who have been there. The apologetic nofe
Other market incentives, the analysis favouring d growing public debt as a means of

Maintaining high employment level, toxes as a tool of income distribution, comparative

QClvc:mtc:ge in trade theory not as an immutable fixed point in time and space but s
Chongegb|e and changing by policy decisions, and the advocacy of what we used o
Call the demon of inflationand a positive fiscal policy to accelerate grawth - these heresies
of my youthful days are accepted economic platitudes of policy in these countries, thanks
to these texts. Finally in the text there is a kind of appendix which deals with current
€conomic problems - open economies and armaments, the theory of growth and
Problems of growth, developmentand underdevelopment, inequality, poverty and quality
of life, full employment, and alternative economic systems. We have ourselves faithfully

followed this chronological order in our curricula for what we term Macro economics et

al.

I wish that for us in India these very attractive text books started with the last part
which as | said reads more like an appendix than as part of the main corpus of economic
wisdom expounded in the volumes. But then these text books have not been written for
our use and so it is not surprising that the non-applicability of what we learn from them to
the condition of our economy. which | have attempted to define at the start, stands out.

Our tools as a profession arise out of an economic and social environment which is
unrelated to ours. The concept of the margin, for instance, arose from concentrating on
the implications of scarcity. the allocation of scarce means to multiple ends resulting in
the familiar paradigm of firms supplying goods and demanding factors in proportion to
their marginal costs and households supplying factor services and demanding final goods
as to equate their marginal utility. The optimality of competitive markets thus directs the
economy towards the static equilibrium of prices, supplies and demands. There is further
the problem of the abstract variables “the firm”, covering both our large monopoly houses

as well as pan shops around the corner, and “the household” covering the rich home

and that of the landless labourer.

The scarcity and the static equilibrium theory were born in a society where labour
was literate, mobile, highly organised and becoming increasingly scarce, where all
available land was cultivated by private land owners in large or sizeable plofs, where all
economic sectors weré heavily capitalised with spare capacity, and where there was g
wild field for private, individual and corporate enterprisel. Evenso Thc-?-re was the problem
of extending an exchange equilibirum theory to pr‘c‘>ld.ulchon and dls'rnb”uhon systems, with
their covert assumptions ignoring what were called inifiol endowments” -aform of wishing
away the reality of property fights. wealth holdmgs,lond skills dlfferenT|o|s. The scarcity in
our society is of a quite different order. Here Iopd is scarce, and all its products —.wheo't
and rice, jowar, bajra, cotton and oil seeds, milk and meat - are even scarcer in their
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availability as seen in the market, with their dual or muitiple prices. | have always thought
that there is a place for the use of the margin in one sector in our society, namely the rent
of land, but even here one of our colleagues after recent empirical verification of the
morgiryolis’r analysis to West Bengal agriculture warns us that it does not explain farm
behaviour in a backward labour surplus economy such as ours, but might on the other
hand lend support to “reactionary policy proposals”.

‘ Again, capital goods in their disaggregated "quorum of basics” are scarce.
particularly in agriculture and those manufacturing sectors which are involved directly
and indirectly in the production of goods needed by the poor majority.  On the ofhef
hand, there is abundance of labour - both skilled and unskilled - the large majorify of
whom are unorganised. Under these conditions, the economic problem is not the static
one of the optimum allocation of existing resources, of grubbing around the margin, of
working out preferred positions by squeezing out this and adding that at the margin.

Our problem is to remove scarcities, removal of which is the function of technology-
and technology till very recently did not enter the economist’s universe of discourse of
when it did as from the neo-classical times, it became part of the macro explanation for
the agricultural expansion, the productivity of capital and the technical progress of the
same affluent economies. That is, technology became the accidental inescapablé
determinant of income distribution of factors, of how rapidly marginal returns to labour
versus capital diminished as a function of innovations and technical engineeringd
possibilities.

For us, on the contrary, technology is no accident. It has become institutionolised
and hence can become a positive variable.  Equally our problem is to counter the
imposed and induced scarcity caused by our institutional frame which invites the holding
back and piling up of inventories, supplies and stocks to create further scarcities. which
forces prices up and cuts back on the low consumption of the poor majority.

The tools of the static equilibrium or optimum models provide us with no meons‘i

dealing with the problem of rampant inflation.  May | suggest that our starting PO
the study of focfors of production should be: (a) technology and its physical coefficien
and (b) the institutional frames and the income distribution results, which is the nofion ©
strategic oggregates.

* % K

Inflation

‘ On the monetary front, some of us have proposed the classical remedy ofa on®
time 30 per cent reduction in money supply together with a ceiling on future moneY
Cregfion. Given the rate at which money has been pumped into circulation. 1 can
believe that anyone of us will disagree with this cry to halt this behaviour of our monetd”
System. which is like that of a drunken medieval monarch scattering what he conside”
to be largesse.
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According to the RBI weekly statistical supplement, as on March 8 of this year, notes
in circulation increased by Rs.1000/- crores in 12 months.  As at March 15, bank credit
expansion also crossed the Rs.1000/- crores mark during the busy season - September
1973-March 1974. But money supply like chickens come home to roost in a cumulative
$ense. During the last three years of the Fourth Plan, not only has national income risen
by a mere 7 per cent (foodgrains by 6.4 per cent and industrial production by 9.5 per
Cent) while money supply expanded by 54 per cent, the rate of monetary expansion has
been continuously accelerating - 11.8 per centin 1970-71, 14 per cent in 1971-72, 15.17
per cent in 1972-73 and 17.7 per centin 1973-74. This must stop.

There is also the unorthodox monetary remedy that is being tried in both affluent
and developing countries elsewhere and is in part embodied in the index linking part of
the economists scheme, and that is fo ride with the inflation. This would mean an annual
marking up of capital and fixed assets, savings, government securities, rents, mortgages.
wages, salaries, dividends, profits in accordance with the percentage rise in the price
index. It would also involve a mini devaluation of our exchange rate every six months to
protect our balance of payments position.  Whatever monetary measure we adopt,
however has to be part of a package of measures. This seems so obvious that | wonder
if | am missing something.  There are two ways of absorbing the 50 per cent excess
roney that has been pumped info circulation. One is fo issue no further additional money
and let our annudl production growth - af the current 3 per cent per annum or the
proposed 5.5 per cent per annum - cafch up with increased money supply. This means
an 8 to 10 years wait. The other is to withdraw or immobilise that excess from circulation

now and let prices fatl.

Second, could we also agree that non-inflationary development calls for not only
no reduction in plan investment and particularly the kind of disinvestment forced by
galioping public expenditures, but rather a higher level of time bound decentralised
investment than what is proposed, in foodgrains, and its needed inputs and infrastructures
including fertilisers. in edible oils, cloth, coal, functional education and rural health services,
not by increasing the fotal plan outiay but by shifting investments from other sectors info
these.In this complex of investment deepening and rescheduling, increase of foodgrains
production by an annual 3 to 4 per centhasa special, probably first, priority on which the
total anti-inflationary commodity strategy depends.

Third. could we agree fo the urgency of establishing a structure of reloﬁye prices
and a delivery system and distribution network so that the prices of non-essential goods
and services are high, so that saving accrue from the reduced consumption of' 'rh'e affluent
minority and not as af present from the reduced living levels of the poor .mcuor!fy. Such
a price policy must be accompanied by woge-sclory-dividend and proﬁt§ pon;y which
as referred to earlier must be disaggregated policy. In the cgse of profns.;, with prices
out-running wages fhe resulting profit inflation calls for freezing inflation gains diversion.
In the case of salaries and dividends there must be a freezir'\g. Wwages nged to be raised
for the unorganised farm labour sector and compensofe'd ln'the organised sector for its
decline in real terms to 99 per cent last year and lower still this year at the 1960 base.
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1.2.9. 3S9c¢ial Ipfrastructure:

With the increasing priority given by the Government to building
up & sound social infrastructure, the State had made progressiva_gains in
the spheres of education, health, rural er supply and housing. The
‘literacy” “I&val in the State by the 1991 Census was 55 per cent, going P
from 47 per cent in 1981.-With.48 pac_gent of their population ‘literate’.
the rural areas were lagging farl behind the urban” areas (68 %). At the
‘primary” level of-school educatlion the two welcome developments wera the
‘onrolment., supils’ increasing from 46.73 lakhs in'1982-83 to -§6.72 lakhs
in 1992-93"and mofe importantly the ‘¢sop-Qut-"Fate receding from 23.14 per
cent of enrolment in 1984-B5S-10s48.27 per ¢ént in 1992-93. On the ‘health’
front, SWing to the sustained efforts of the Government the ‘Rirth rate’
had gome down from 31.4 per 1000 population in_1871-to 22.47in- 1990, ‘death
rate’ fria-1d4.4 to 8.7 and ‘infant nortalit) rate' from 113 to 67 per.I000
live birchs. in the sphere of ‘rural water supply*-the goal of ensuring the
‘water gervice level’ of”40 lpcd still remains out of reach. Out of 75780
habjtations, 30§53 ‘habitations had beea fully covered and the refaining
partially coverad. Turning to ‘housing', there continued to be a gap
between the ‘'demand’ and supply. Tﬁo_'mdjot State intervention to provide
‘shelter’ to the sTheduled caste and scheduled tribe- population is the
Jpwahar Velaai Vaippu Thittam {JVVT). Over the three - year period ending
1991-92 ‘group houses:- numbering 1.39 lakhs were constructed under the
Scheme to benefit these most vulnearble sections of society. Other schemes’
to provide dwellang houses and serviced sites have also been taken up.

1.2.10. State Finance;

The ‘budgetary transactions’ of the State Goveinment for 1992-93
had ended witr an overall deficit of Rs.217.62 crores. In the revised
estimates for 1991-92 alsc a deficit of Rs.399.81 crores had arisen. It was
a different experience in 1990-95-(Ac“ctl.) in that a surplus though small
At Rs8.1.00 crore had resulfed. “Revenue .receipts’'—_ inc ‘from
Re.5879.52 crores in 1991-92 to Rs.6446.54 crores in_1992- g 4 3)
was more than offset by ‘revqgnue expenditure‘~rising from Rs.6529.57 crores
to Re.7255.27 crores (by_11.11 %)« Thus the Reyenue Account ‘for 1992-93
carried a deficit of Rs.808.7T%crores. The deficit at this lével was the
highest since 1987-B8; which was preceded by a surplus year in 1986-87.
Recipte on th¢ Capital Account amounting to Re.2723.83 crores for the year
were well above ‘capita]l disbursements’ estimated to be Rs.2252.72 crores,
contribucing to a syrplus of Re.471.11 crores. The transactions in the
Public Account had &1sd generated a surplus of Rs.120.00 crores in 1992-93.
The surpluses in both ths Cap Account_and Public-Aeeeunt, however,
only helped to fiarrow down the overall deficit in the Budget for 1992-93 to
Re.217G83 crofes. Additional resource mobilisation of the order of Rs.70
Cror®¥ ~was enticipated in the ‘budget’ for 1992-93 on account ©Of the
various tax moasures that were spelt out in respact of General Sales Tax,
Registration Pees, Urban Land Tax and Blectricity Duty, to name the more
important ones.
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