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A NEW ADIL SHAHI TNSCRIPTION FROM Goa

which had been upder Portuguese occu-
pation since 1512 A.D. Very likely it belonged "

to the old fortress of Ponda like the early
three ‘Adil Shahi inscriptions which were
also lying in the same fortress before they
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In short, the present inscription is an
imgportant record which throws light on
the history of the territory of Goa under
the °‘Adil Shahi kingdom and also furnishes
not only important information in the

were removed to Velha Goa.”

political field but also the building
activities during the period.
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8. THE HOYSALAS IN PANDIMANDALAM

Kulsttunga Chola I1I-the most powerful
and mighty Chola emperor ruled from 1178
to 1217 A.D. After the death of Kulottuaga
the Piapdya king Maravarman Sundara I
invaded the Choja Country and subdued
the then Choja king Raja Raja III. This
was the starting point for the downfall
of the Chola empire.

In the initial stages, the Pandyas were
partly successful because their speedy march
was retarded by the interference of the
Hoysalas who not only fished in the troubled
waters of the Tamil Nadu politics but also
took advantage of the then situation in
their favour by exercising their influence
in the Choja country and also extending
their sway in the Pandya country. As a
result the Pagpgdyas were forced to accept
the authority of the Hoysalas whose
influence in the Panpdyan country was well
established for twenty years. Later the wheel
of fortune turned when Jatavarman Sundara
Papdya 1 (of accession 1250 A.D.) Kkilled
the powerful Hoysala king Virasdmesvara
in the Kapgpapur battle of 1262 A.D. The
Hoysalas were subdued. The acceleration
of the Pandyas gains momentum. The
Chd}as disappear. The Pardyas become all
the more powerful in Tamil Nadu, southern
areas of the Telugu country, Keraja and
Ceylon. This is the brief history of Tamil
Nadu in the 13th century. How far the
Hoysalas were successful in exercising their
authority in the Pangdyan Country ? This
is the object of the article.

T
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N. Sethuraman

Kielhorn surmised that Kulottuniga
Chola III came to the throne between the
6th and the 8th July, 1178 A.p. In my
book ‘‘The Cholas” 1 followed in the
footsteps of Kielhorn, applied the Indian
calendar system and surmised that the king
came to the throme between the 12th and
the 15th July, 1178 A.D. The accession
dates proposed by Kielhorn and myself
fall in the month Kagkataka in the year 1178
A D. However later discoveries of inserip-
tions prove that the king came to the
throne in the month Mithuna in 1178 A.D.
This is evidemt from twenty three records
which are consulted in Appendix I of this
article. Reverse calculations show that
Kulottuiiga Chola III came to the throne
either on 17th or 18th June, 1178 A.D.
The dates correspond to the days of Ardra
or Puparvasu in the month Mithuna. One
of them is his accession star. A record
coming from Kachapam (162 of 1926-see
Appendix 1) is in the 40th year of
Kulottuniga. It is dated Wednesday the
14th June, 1217 A.D. A record which comes
from Tiruvaraikulam (Pd. 176) is in the
40th year of Kuléttunga and it is dated
3rd day of the month Karkataka. The data
correspond to Thursday the 29th June, 1217
A.D.

Two records of Kuldttudiga coming
from Uttatiir (489 of 1912) and Tirukkachur
(282 of 1909) are in year 40 corresponding
to 1217-1218 A.p. Since his records in year
4] are not available we can infer that he
was no more prior to June 1218 A.D. His

4 bea,
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successor Rajardja 1II came to the throne
in June 1216 A.D. Two of his records coming
from Tiruvidaimaruddr (143 of 1895) and
Tiruturaipiingi (471 of 1912) are in year
2 and they refer to the events which
happened in the days of his predecessor

Kulottunga. Rajaraja’s Chapalapalle record

(34 of 1976~77) is in year 15 solar day 15th
of the month Tai Saka 1152 corresponding
to 9th January 1231 A.D. The record states
that in the 39th year of Kuldttusiga a
brabmin colony was created and it was
expanded in the next year which was the
second year of Rajardja. We should note
here that the record does not state that the
next year was the 40th year of Kuldttuiiga
but it was the second year of Réjarajae
Fhe dates of these three records point out
that Kulottusiga died in the later part of the
second year of Rajardja, say early 1218 A.D.

A record which comes from Tiruvi-
daiviéal (24 of 1918) is in the 40th year
of Kulottuiiga Chola. The other data are
Rishabhs, ba 5, Mula and Wednesday, The
report equated the data to 25th April,
1217 A.D. and assigned the record to
Kulottuiga 111. But the date falls in the
39th year and not in the 40th year. Internal
evidence shows that this record does not
belong to Kulottunga Chola 11I. The
record mentions a village called Virudarija-
bhayainkara-chaturvedimangalam, a brahma-
déya in Enganadu, a subdivision of Arumoli-
devavajanadu. Records coming from Enkan,
state that up to the 3rd year of Vikrama
Cho]a corresponding to 1121 A D. Enganiddu
was situated in Arumo}idevavalanadu. Later
from the 5th year of Vikrama Choja

corresponding to 1123 A.D. Enganagu was

included in the sub-division of Kulottuiga
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choja-valanagu. The same territorial
divisions, continue to appear in the days of
the later kings Rajadhiraja 11, Kulottunga III
and Rajaraja IIl. The Tiruvigaivasal record
of Kulottudiga, year 40, states that Enganagu
was situated in Arumolideva-valanagu. This
clearly shows that Kulottusiga of this record
was the predecessor to Vikrama Chola
evidently his father Kulottuiga Chala I
who ruled from 1070 to 1123 A.D. It does
not belong to Kulgttuiga Chola III. [For
furthur details please refer to the Tiruvi-
daivadal and Enkan records in the Nannilam
inscriptions Volumes I and III published
by the Tamil Nadu State Department of

Archaelogy.]

Réjaraja became the Chola monarch.?
He ruled till 1260 A.D. The contemporary
senior Pandya king was Jatavarman Kula-
s¢ekhara I of Pavip kijatti introduction (1190-
1224 A.D.)) He crowned his successor
Maravarman Sundara Pagdya I whose acce-
ssion date was June 1216 A.D. Since the senior
king Kuladekhara was aged and old, Sundara
took up the responsibility of expanding the
Pandyan Empire. The Tamil Prasasti
of Sundara begins with Pamaruviva tiru-
madandaiyum etc.* Sundara ruled till 1244
AD,

The first successful campaign of Sundara
is graphically described in the Prasastis
of his earlier records. A record which
comes from Srivilliputtéir® is in his 2nd
year, day 350, corresponding to June 1218
A.D. It contains his Prasasti *“‘Pamaruviya™.
The Prasasti portion staies that Sundara
invaded the Chodja country, burnt Uraiyiir
and Thafijavir. While he was pleased to
be seated on the throne called Malavarayan
put up in the palace at Ayirattali alias
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Amaravathy in Kilar-Kigram, a sub-division
of Nittavindda-valaradu in Choja manda-
lam-Sundara exempted taxes on certain
temple lands belonging to the Srivilliputtir
temple. Ayiratta]i referred to here is to be
identified with Kandiyur near Thafijavur.
Further details of the campaigp are narrated
in the 31d, 5th and 7th year records.® They
state that “in order to reduce the authority
of the Chola in the Kavéri land and to
raise the rower of the Papdyas-Sundara
spread horces and fierce elephants over
the Ckola ccuntry. Surdara buint Thafijai
(Thasijavur) Ugandai (Uraiytr) - destroyed
and demolished scores of high towers,
theatres, palaces and halls. He defeated
the Chola ard gave part of the (Chola)
land to the Badpa. Sundara performed the
anointment or heroes (virdbhisheka) in the
“abisheka-mandapa of the Chola palace
at Ayiratta]i”. He went to the sacred city
Puliytur (Chidambaram) and he was pleased
to worship Lord Poppambala (Natardja).
After the victorious campaign Sundara
returred to Pcnpamaravatby. At this stage
the Chola who lost his crown and country
came to Popnamaravathy with his son,
and relatives and prostrated before Sundara,
The Chola said “your name is the name
of my son”. On hearipg this Sundara was
pleased to give back the jewelled crown
and the Chdla country to the Chola with
a royal letter marked by the fish seal of
the Paggdyas”.

In view of this victorious campaign
Surdara adopted the title $onadu-kongda
(who took the Chola country) or sdpagu-
valafigiya (who presented the Chéla country).
There are some important points in the
narration of the historical events recorded
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in the inscriptions. The Srivilliputt@r record
of Sundara dated June 1218 A D. stops with
his occupation of the Chd]a city Ayirattali
in KiJar-Kurram in Nittavinoda-valanagdu.
The titles $6nddu-kopda or valasigiya are
absent. The anointment of heroes and
victors at Ayiratta]i is not told. The visit
of Sundara to Chidambaram is not men-
tioned.* Records epgraved in the earlier
period of his 3rd year-up to 8th December
]218 D.A. do not contain the titles $onagda-
konda or valangiya.” His Jambuked$varam
record® states that in his 3rd year Sundaia
performed the anointment of victors and
heroes at Ayirattali. His visit to Chidam-
baram is not told. Records engraved in the
later part of his 3rd year contain the
pithet $onadu-konda of §6nadu-valangiya.®
Records engraved in the subsequent years
contain the epithets and also mention
Ayirattali, anointment, the visit to Chidam-
baram and the Poppamaravathy episode.
The sequence of the transactions chronologi-
cally recorded prompt us to surmise as
follows :

a) InJunc 1218 AD. Sundara invaded
the Chola country and occupied
the Chola city Ayiratta]i near
Thafijavir in Kilar-Ki@iyram in
Nittavinodavajanagu.

b) Sundara was in the occupation of
the city for a few months. After
performing  the anointment of
victors and heroes in the abisheka-
magdapa of the Chola palace at
Ayirattali, Sundara proceeded to
Chidambaram to worship . Lord
Nataraja. '

c) In the first quarter of 1219 A.D.
Sundara returned to Poppamard-
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vathy. The Chola king came to
Ponnamardvatbky and surrendercd.
Sundara Pandya was pleased to give
back the crown and the Chola
country to the Chola Kking.

The Chola king who sustained defeat
at the hands of Sundara was evidently
Rijaraja III. This was the first campaign
of Sundara and it was successfuly completed
in 1219 A.D. The anointment of Sundara at
Ayiratta]i is mentioned in his records upto

year 11.

A record which comes from Tirukka-
ttuppalli near Thafijaviir belongs to Sundara
and it is in year 7 corresponding to 1223 A D.
It contains his epithet “who presented the
Chola country” (sopadu valangiya). It
states that the image of goddess Alagamar
Mangai was consecrated and a stone temple
was built for the goddess. Tirukkéttu-
ppalli is within eight kilometers of Ayirattali
mentioned above. A record which comes
from Chidambaram belongs to Rajaraja
ycar 9 day 31 corresponding to July-August
1224 A D. It gives a detailed account for the
acquisition of plots of lands by purchase
and exchange from certain individuals by
royal order for maintaining a flower garden
pamed after Sundara Paggdya (Sundara
Pangyan tirunandavapam).* Two records
which come from Tiruppangali, Trichy
district in Chdjamangdalam belong to Sundara
Papdya year 9 corresponding to 1225 A D,
They refer to Sundara Pandyan sandhi a
service in the temple instituted by the king.
It is said that while issuing the order king
Sundara was pleased to be seated on the
throne called Malavarayan put up in the

- palace at Tiruvarangam (Sri Rafgam).!*

Another record which comes from the
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same village Tiruppasngali belongs to Raja
raja year 11 and it is dated 21ist December
1226 A.p. The record registers sale of land
to one Majavarayay a mandala mudali
an officer of Sundara Papgdyadeva.!* The
above records show that upto the end of
1226 A.D. the relationship between the
Papdyas and the Cholas was cordial. Rajaraja
accepted the authority of Sundara Papgya.

Later there was strain in the relation-
ship between the Pandyas and the Chojas.
This time it was disastrous to the Chaja
king Rajaraji. Sundara invaded the Chola
country, defeated Rajaraja and occupied
the Chola capital Mudikogda Chdlapuram
alias Palayayai. Sundara celebrated his
victory by performing the anointment of
victors and heroes in the Choja palace at
Mugikogpga Choljapuram. This place is
to be identified witn Pajayarai now a small
village about six kilometers south of
Kumbakonam.

Victorious Sundara adopted the title
“who took and presented the Chola country
and performed the anointment of heroes
and the anointment of victors at Mudikonda
Cholapuram”. This title appears for the
first time in his Jambukedvaram record!t
year 11 Month Mesha corresponding to
April 1227 A.D. It is evident that Sundara
completed his second successful campaign
in 1227 A.D. and this time he performed the
anointment of victors and heroes at
Mudikonda Cholapuram. His records after
the 11th year refer to the Mudikopda Chola
puram episode.

For ought we know from the course
of these events is this. The first successful
campaign of Sundara was in 1219 A,.D, when
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he performed the anointment of victors and
heroes in the palace at Ayirattali near
Thasijaviirr The second campaign was in
1227 A.D. and this time Sundara performed
the anointment of victors and heroes at
Mudikondacholapuram  alias  Palayarai
the Chola capital (south of modern
Kumbakopam). In his Tirunelveli record
Sundara describes thete two campaigns in
detail. The Prasasti isin full form. It
parrates the events as follows : (S.1.1, vol. V.
No. 431, year 21)

1. Line 6 — states that Sundara burnt
Uraiyur, Thafijavir and performed
the anointment of victors and
heroes in the Chola palace at
Ayirattali.

2, Lines 9 to 11 describe the
Poppamaravathy episode. It is
said that the Chola who lost his
crown and the country came to
Poppamaravathy with his son and
prostrated before Sundara. The
glorius Sundara Pandya was pleased
to give back the crown and the
Chola country to the Chaja king.

3. Lines 13 to 21 state that the Chola
who on the former occasion
surrendered to Sundara and got
back the crown - refused to pay
tributes. Sundara Papdya invaded
the Chola country, defeated the
Chola king and performed the
-anointment of victors and heroes
at Mudikogdacho]apuram.

The camﬁaigns of the Pindyas could
have been more disastrous to the Chola
but for the help the latter received from
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thre Hoysalas. Ba]'a]a and his son Vira
Narasimha Il rend red timely help to the
Chola king. A rc:ord which comes from
Nagamarigala Lalar kere (Karnataka) belongs
to the Hoysala kirg Bajlala. It is dated
3Ist January 1219 A D, In this record
Ballala assumes the title establisher of the
Chola kingdom and a lion to the elephant
Pagdya’s A record which comes from
Karpataka is dated 1222 A.D. and it states
that Narasimha (son of Ba]jaja) was
marching towards Sri Rafigam¢ In the
Gattavadi record dated 1222 A.D.,, Nara-
simha assumes the title establisher of the
Chola kingdom and protector of the
Pandya family.” In the Harihar inscrip-
tion dated 1224 A.D. the Hoysala king
Vira Narasimha is called the uprooter Of
the Makara kingdom and the establisher
of the Chola kingdom.®* Ap inscription
which cames from Gokarpam, Pudukkottai
district is in the 10th year of Raja Réja
and it is dated 1226 A.D. In this record
the servant of Somajadevi the wife of Vira
Narasimha makesa grant to the temple.
The record states that Somaladavi was the
mother of Posala Vira Seméévara.® The
Hoysala records stand testimony to the
help rendered by them to the Chojas. In
spite of this help poor Raja Rija Chola
sustained defeat at the hands of the
Pagdyas. In order to sirengthen the hands
of the Cholas and to meet any emergency
the Hoysa)as stationed their generals and
the army at Kanchipuram.?®

In the year 1230 A.D. Sundara Papdya
launched his third campaign. This time
be captured Mudikondachojapuram, the
Chola capital and sccupied the Choja royal
szal for nine months. Rija Raja fled
towards north to seek help from the
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Hoysalas. On the way at a place .calle'd
Te]jaru, the Pallava (Kadava) chneﬁam
Kopperuiijinga captured Raja Raja and
imprisoned him in the Sendamargalam fort.
Raja Raja appealed to the Hoysalas who
not only defcated and subdued the Pallavas
but also released and established Raja Raja
on his throne. This happened early 1231 A.D.
We get the complete picture of the above
events from the records of the Pandyas and
Cholas and also from the Sanskrit Text

. Gadyakarnpamyita.

Two records which come from Tiruk-
kalakkudi (Ramnad district) belong to
Sundara Pangdya.®* They state that certain
lands were made tax free to the temple.
The first record is in the 14th year day
328 corresponding to April 1230 A.D. The
record states that while issuing the order
king Sundara Papdya was pleased to
be seated on the throne called Pajjippidam
Majavarayap placed in the Raja Rajan-
mangarpa, the palace at Mudikonpdachola
puram in Kulottuiga Cholavajanadu in
( ho)a-mapgalam. Another record is in
year 15 and it is dated some date later

_ than June 1230 A.D. This record also states

that while issuing the order the king was
in the same palace at Mugikoggdachola-
puram. Incidentally a fragmentary record
which comes from Tiruchchuli dated Saka
1152 corresponding to 1230 A.D. refers to
the defeat of Jananatha (the Chola) at the
hands of Sundara Pagpdya (419 of 1914).

A record which comes from Srivilli-
puttiir belongs to Sundara®. Itis in year
15, day 273 corresponding to February
1231 AD. The record registers the grants
made by the king to several temples. The
record further states that while issuing the
orders, the king was pleased to be seated
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on his throne put up in his palace at
Madurai. The dates of these records and
the contents indicate that Sundara defeated
the ChoJa king Raja Raja and occupied
Mudikondach6lapuram in April 1230 A.D.
Mugdikondachodlapuram was  Palayarai
which is now a small village six kilometers
south of modern Kumbakonam. He con-
tinued occupying the city till the end of
1230 A.p. Early 1231 A.D. he retired to

Madurai.

The Vayalur inscription is in five verses.
They state that Kopperuiijinga the Kagdava
chieftain defeated the Choja king at Te]}aru
and imprisoned him?®®, The Tiruvéndipuram
inscription of Raja Réja is in year 16 which
begins in June 1231 A.D. The record states
that Kopperunjiriga captured and imprisoned
Raja Raja. Having heard this news, the
Hoysala king Viranarasimha started from
Dvarasamudra and camped at Pachiur. He
sent his two generals: Appagpa Danpaka
and Gopayya Danppaka who defeated
Kopperunjinga and released Raja Réja. The
Hoysalas established Raja Raja on the Chola
throne. After this successful campaign the
two generals proceeded to Chidambaram and
offered their prayers to Lord Nataraja®,
Incidentally in the Chidambaram record of
Raja Raja year 17 dated 8th August 1232 A.D.
the two generals Appapna and Gopayya
figure making some grants to the temple®s,
Two records of Viranarasimha dated 1232
A.D. and 1233 A.D. respectively are also
available in Sri Rangam?.

The course of the events in very clear.
Sundara was in the occupation of the
Chola capital Mudikogdachsjapuram?’ in
the period April-December 1230. Naturally
Raja Réja left the capital and fled to the
north where Kopperufijinga captured and
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imprisoned him in the Sendamarnigalam
fort. The Hoysalas defeated Kopperuiij-
inga and released Rajaraja, This should
have happened prior to February 1231 A D.
when we see Sundara on his Madurai throne.
In the subsequent years 1232 and 1233
A.D. the victorious Hoysalas firmly estab-
lished their positions in the Chdla country.

Mayavarmap Vikrama Pandya I came
to the throne in 1218 A.D. and ruled till
1232 A.D. Most probably he too should
have assisted his senior contemporary
Sundara Pandya in the latter’s campaigns
against the Cholas. This is evident from
records.

A record (S.I.1. XVII 635) of Vikrama
Pagpgya is available at Srinivasanalliir north
of Tiruchirappal}i in Cholamagngalam. In
his Tamil prasasti tirumaga] jayamaga]
Vikrama claims to have collected tributes
from the Cholas. Palayarai alias Mudikonda-
chdlapuram was the capital of the Chojas.
The city Kumbakonam is situated about
ten kilcmeters rorth of Palayarai. A
rccord (257 of 1911 A.p.) which comes
fiom the Nagedvara temple, Kumbaképam
is in year 22 of the Rajardja dated 12:8
A.D. While referring to the boundaries of
the lands gifted to the temple, the record
menticns a village called Vikrama Papdya
Nallar. In the history of the Cholas, this
is the first time we see a village in the
name of a Papgya king in Cholamandalam
and that too very near to the traditional
capital of the Cholas. The village Vikrama
Pagdya Nallur was probably founded by
Sundara Pagdya when he occupied the Chala
capital in the period April-December 1230
A.D. Today the village is called Vikrama
Papdi and is situated about 20 kilometers
south east of Pajayarai.
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The Sanskrit text ‘“Gadyakarpamrita”
of Sakala Vidya Chakravartin Kalakalabha
narrates the historical events in detail.
The manuscripts were discovered in Mysore
and reported in Mysore Archaeological
Report 1924 A.D. Though the text was
quoted by many scholars a critical study of
the text was undertaken by S. Janaki under
the guidance of late V. Raghavan, the well
known Sanskrit scholar. The book was
published in 1981 by the Kuppuswami Sastri
research Institute, Madras. The following
passages are reproduced from the book
edited by S. Janaki.

The Sanskrit Text Gadyakarpamrita is
in two parts. The first part is mythological
and it narrates the historical events in the
purdpic style. Here Lord Siva states that
Kumira (Subrabmanya son of Siva) and
Paragurdma (the pupil of Lord Siva) fought
with each other. Finally due to the curse,
Parasurama was born as the Papdya king
Maravarmap  Sundara Pandya 1. Lord
Kumara was born as the Hoysala king
Vira Someévara. The puiapic style is not
hostile towards the Pandyas. In the purdpic
treatment, the text narrates in excellent
terms of how Vira Someévara, after coro-
nation, extended his sway in the Papdya
country. This shows that the text was
written when the Hoysa]as have established
a firm footing in the Pandyan kingdom. The
puranic treatment reflects the historical
events which we shall see later.

The historical account of the text

begins with the reign of ihe Hoysala king
Narasimha 1I (1220-39 A.D.). Narasimha
wanted to celebrate the marriage and the
crowning of his son Vira Someévara. He
sent emissaries to all cormers to find a
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suitable bride for the prince. At this
juncture a Chola messenger entered in hot
haste-the court of Narasimha. The messenger

first conveyed the love and respect of his

master Rajardja to Narasimha and then the
following message from the Chola king.*

“All the Samantas have joined together
under the leadership of the Papdyan king
and have risen in revolts. They are many
in pumber and are attacking me from all
directions. I am all alone and have to fight
single handed- My friend Narasimha
should come for my rescue.”

On hearing this news, Narasimha
postponed the marriage and the anoiniment
of his son Vira Someévara. After consul-
ting the ministers and officers Narasimha
and Vira Someévara started from the capital
Dvarasamudram. The Hoysala army entered
Mahendramangalam-Atamankottai in the
modern Dharmapuri. The Hoysaja army
was engaged in war with the local chieftain
Adikaman-Vidukadalagiya Peruma].

- Narasimha tarried at Mahendraman-
galam for sometime. During this interval
he heard the ill-fated news from secret
messengers that Rajaraja, defeated in a
battle by the Péagdyan king, was coming
out with his retinue from the Chola country
to reach his friend Narasimha, The
messenger further said that on the way
Rajardja and his party were mercilessly and
unexpectedly attacked by Kagava (Pallava)
king. In the baitle that ensued the victorious
Pallavas captured alive the Chdla king and
dragged him to his capital Jayantamangalam.

On hearing the above sad news
Narasimha acted swifily. He waged a fierce
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battle against the local chieftain Adikaman
and despatched him to the other world.
Narasimha and his son Vira Some$vara
proceeded towards the south and camped
on the banks of Kaveri near Srirangam.
The Hoysala emperor sent his generals in
all directions to crush the revolting
chieftains. The generals carried out the
orders of the emperor in every letter and
spirit. Kopperuijinga was defeated. Rajardja
was released and established on his throne.
The powerful Pindya king was made to
pay tributes to the Hoysala emperor.

The above narrations of the text related
to the historical events agree with the Pangya
and Cho)a inscriptions. Records reveal that
in the period April to December 1240 A.D.
Sundara Papdya occupied the Chola capital.
Rajaraja who fled to the north was captured
and imprisoned by Kopperuiijinga. The
Hoysalas released Rajaraja. This happened
sometime before February 1231 A D. when
Sundara retired to Madurai. The entire
episode is told inthe text and also in the
Tiruvendipuram inscription of Rdjaraja year
16 engraved sometime after June 1231 A.D.
Chidambaram and Srirangam records
confirm that the Hoysalas firmly establi-
shed their positions in the Chodla country
in the years 1232 and 1233 A,D.

Gadyakarnampita proceeds further and
states what happened after the release of
Raja Raja, It states that after the victorious
campaign Narasimba left for Kafichipuram
to worship Lord Varadaraja and to arrange
for the marriage of his son Somedvara with
Princess Devika of the Chajukyan family.
Unfortunately the manuscript abruptly
breaks off here. However the first part
of the text which is in purdpic treatment
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gives the clue. It is said that Lord
Subrahmanya son of Siva and Parafurama
the pupil of Siva quarrelled with each
other. Subrabmanya was born as Somes$vara
and Para$urama the Papgdya king Sundara
Papdya. The puragic treatment is presented
in such a beautiful manner so that one
can easily infer that although in the
initial stages the Hoysalas and the Papdyas
were fighting with each other later they
were on friendly terms®. In short
Gadyakarnamrita intends to state that after
his marriage and coronation Vira Someévara
fought with the Pagpdyas, defeated them
and later in due course both the royal
houses became friendly. As we shall see
below the inscriptions of the Hoysa}as
and the Papdyas also point out to the
same conclusion.
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Even before his coronation Vira
Somedvara associated himself with his
father in the administration of the kingdom.
This is evident from HoysaJa records and
Gadyakarpnampita. From Gadyakarpamrita
it is clear that Vira Someévara was crowned.
Records of Vira Soméévara are available
in the Tamil country. They supply the
astronomical data coupled with the regnal
years. We shall consult those records and
find the accession date. The Ataman-
kottai record 204/1910 belongs to Vira
Someévara. The data are regnal year 17,
cyclic . year Sadharana which falls in
1250 A.D. Evidently the reign commences
after Mesha Sankranti of 1233 A.D. i.e.
after 25th March 1233 A.D. On the basis
of this clue the records of Vira Ssmédvara
and their dates are tabulated below.

Record/Village Year and data Date/A.D,
6,/1938 Year 6, Dhanus, $u 3,
Jambuvkesvaram Friday and Uttiradam 10th December 1238 A.D.
176/1914 Year 21, Mesha, $ul3 ,
Ratnagiri Sunday and Hasta 13th April 1253 A.D.
28/1891 Year 21, Mesha, ba 10
Tiruvdnaikka Tuesday and Sadayam 14th April 1254 A.D.
118/19_37 Year 22, Kumbha, ba 6
Jambukedvaram Saturday and Svati 30th June 1255 A.D.
72/ 1895 Year 23, Makara, 4u 6,
Tirumalavagi Wednesday and Revati 5th January 1256 A.D.

On the basis of 28/1891 star Sadayam
in Mesha of 1233 AD. falls in the regnal
year Zero. The star was current on 6th
April 1233 A.D. On the basis of 176/1914,
the star Hasta in Mgésha of 1233 A.D. falls

in the first regnal year. The star was
current on 23rd April 1233 A.D.

6th April 1233 A.D. = Regnal year Zcto
23rd April 1233 A D. = Regnal year Zero
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Vira Someévara came to thethrone bet-
ween the 7th and the 23rd of April 1233 A.D.
He could bave married Devika sometime
before this date. An undated record which
comes from Kifichipuram Arujala Perumal
temple is in grantha verse. It states that
king Somédvara was a descendant of the
family of the Yadus and that Devika
born of Chajukyan family was his chief
queen. Records of Someévara upto year
29 are known*. His rule came to an end

in 1262 A.D.

Vira Somegvara ruled from 1233 to
1262 A.D. During this period nine Pagdya
kings e¢xisted. The dates of those Kkings
are furnished below*.

1. Maravaimap  Sundara Pandya I
came from 1216 to 1218 A.D.

His natal star was Avittam.

2. Magavaimap Vikrama Pagdya I
came to the thronein 1218 A.D.
His records begin with the Tamil
prasasti tirumaga] jayamaga]. His
rule extendcd upto year 1232 A.D.

3. Jatavarmap Kuladekara 1I  of
patala vanitai introduction ruled
from 1238 to 1255 A.D.

4, Magavarmap Sundara Pagpdya II of
pamalar tiruvum introduction ruled
from 1238 to 1255 A.D.

5. Jatavarmap Vikrama Pagpgdya I
ruled from 1241 to 1251 A.D.

6. Mairavarmap Vikrama Pagdya 11
came to the thronein 1250 A.D.
His Tamil Prasasti begins with
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tirumalar madu. His Grantha
Prasasti  begins  with samasta
bluvaneka vira. He was called
“bhuvaneka vira’>. He ruled till
1266 A.D.

Jatavarman Sundara Pagdya I came
to the throne in 1250 A.D. His
grantha  Prasasti  begins  with
samasta jagadadhdara. The Tamil
prasasti begins with pamalar vajar
His natal star was Mila. His
Tiruverikddu record is in year 32
(481 of 1918). A record of his
successor Maravarmap Kuladekara I
(of accession 1268 A.D.) comes from
Idaiyattiir village, Pudukottai dis-
trict. It is in year 16 dated
23rd April 1234 A.D. It states
that in accordance with the royal
letter received from  Nayanar
Sundara Piandya a service in the
names of Nayanar Sundara Papdya
was instituted in the temple®.
Evidently Sundara was alive in
1284 A.D. We can safely surmise
that he ruled from 1250 to

1284 A.D.

Jativarmap Vira Pandyal came
to the throne in 1253 A.D. His
patal star was Sadayam. His
records engraved in the 10th and
the subsequent years contain his
epithet, “who took Kosigu, Ceylon,
destroyed the fierce Telugu Cholas,
defeated the Cholas and the
Pallavas and who was pleased to
perform the anointmeunt of victors
at Puliytir (Chidambaram)”. His
records in Papdimagdalam, Choja-
mapdalam and Topdamanpgdalam
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are available. Alagapuri record (103 of
1924 A.p.) of Maravarmap Kuladekhara I
(of accession 1268 A.D.) year 15 registers
gift of land for the welfare of Vira Pandya-
deéva. Fvidently Vira Papdya ruled till
1283 A D.

9. Jatavarman Vira Pangdya Il came to
the throne in 1254 A . His records
from year to 3 to 11 contain the
Tamil Prasasti tiru valar mulai. His
records upto year 11 corresponding
to 1265 A.D. are to be identified®.

Papdyan inscriptions state that Jata-
varmap Kulasekhara II of accession 1237A.D.
Magavarmap Surdara Papdya 11 of acces-
sion 1238 A.D., Maravarmap Vikrama
Pindya 11 of accessicn 1250 A.D. Jatavar-
may, Surdara Papdya I of accessien 1250 A.D.
and one of the Vira Pandyas were brothers.
The Sanskrit poem Papdva Kulodaya
confoms this but calls the last brother
Rija Raja Pangdya®. Jatavaimap Sundara
Pangya killed Virasome$vara in 1262 A D.
After 1bis event he brought the whole of
Kongu under the sway of the Pandyas.
A record which comes from Sri Rarngam
belongs to Sundara and it is in grantha verse.
It states as follows :(—¥

1. Kulasekbara Papgya was elder brother
and Sundara was younger.

2. After defeating the Hoysalas, Sundara

- appointed his younger brother Vira
Papdya the viceroy of Kocngana
rdjya (Kongana  rdjya ndthath)
¢vidently Kosfigumagpgdalam.
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The record bears no date. Since Kula-
gekhara the elder brother (of accession 1237
A.D.) was alive in 1266 A.D. the record
should have been engraved around or prior
to this date. Kongu came under the Papdyas
in 1262 A.p. Naturally Sundara could have

appointed his youngest brother Vira Pandya
the viceroy of Kongu sometime after 1262A.D.

In other words the younger brother Vira
Pangdya should have started ruling in Korigu
between 1262 and 1265 A.D. In this period
there was a Vira Pandya in Kongu with
the- title Rajakesarivarman®., He came 1o
the throne in 1266 A.D.

In the regular Madurai family, Jata-
varmap Vira Pagdya 11 of tiru valar mulai
introduction came to the throne in 1254 A.D.
His records upto year 11 alone are found.
His records beyond the 11th year are absent.
It means that his rule came to an end in

1265 A.D., whereas Rajakesarivarman Vira
Paggya rules at Kongu from 1266 to

1286 A D. Inscriptions state that Vira of
Konigu of this period was the younger
brother of Sundara. The Sanskrit poem
Papdgya Kulodaya states that the younger
brother was Rija Raja Pandya which name
synchronises with Rajakesarivarmap Vira
Papdya of Kongu. All put together we
can surmise that Jatdvarman Vira Papdya
of accession 1254 A.D. was the younger
brother of Sundara. He was in the Madurai
line till 1265 A.D. Later  he began
ruling Kosdgu with the new pame
Rajakesarivarman Vira Pagpdya and ruled
from 1266 to 1286 A.p. This surmise will
opth new avenues in the identification of
the Kongu Pagpgdyas who in reality come
from the Madurai house only. Since this
is beyond the scope of this article, I leave
it for future research and proceed to the
main issue viz. the Hoysala invasion in the
Pagdya country,
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A record which comes from Basaralu
(Mandya) in Karpiataka belongs to Nara-
simha. It is dated 3rd April 1234 A D.
The record describes Narasimha the esta-
blisher of the Chola king and a garuda to
the serpent, the Pindya king®. A record
which comes from Haranshaj]i (Karpataka)
dated 1234 A.D. states that Narasimha camped
in that year at a place called Ravitadapa-
kuppa in order to lead a victorious cam-
paign against the Pandya king. The record
further makes a derogatory poetical reference
to the Papdyan king that the roaring ocean
advised him to give up everything and live
in peace as a servant of Narasimha'c. A
record which comes from Kryishparajapet-
Govindanaha}li (Karpataka) is dated 6th
May 1236 A.D. It states that Someésvara
conquered the Pandya country and went
upto Ramedvaram. He granted villages to
his two able generals Bhogayya and Mallaya
who in their turn granted them to brabmanas
in the presence of Sri Ramanatha at Séiu
(Rameévaram). The record states that
Somedvara was at that time living in
Papdimagdalam which he acquired by his
strength and valour®. The above records
from Karpataka furnish a broad picture of
the events from 1234 A.D. to 1236 A.p. They
prompt us to surmise that during this period
Somedvara penetrated deep into the Pagdyan
country and went upto Raméévaram. Now
let us see what the Papdyan records state.

A record which comes from Ilaiyankugi
(Paramakudi Taluk, Ramrad district) is in
the 20th year of Mairavarmap Sundara
Pipdya I and it is dated 1235-36 A.D. The
record refers to the levy imposed, formerly,
on the residents of the village towards the
blackmail to be paid to the Hoysa]a general
Mahapradhani Bhogayya - dangdandyaka for
jmmunity against his plundering raids®,
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Another record which comes from
Chaturvedimadigalam (Tiruppattur Taluk,
Ramnad district) also belongs to Maravar-
mayp Sundara I, year 21 and it is dated
February 1237 A.D. The record states that
a portion of the income of that territory
was assigned by the Pipdya king to the
Hoysajas®®. Tiruppattiir (Ramnad) record of
Magavarmap Sundara I, year 22 is dated
14th March 1239 A.D. The record states
that during the troubled days of the Hoysala
invasion some of the local unsocial elements,
had broken into and stolen away the money
from the temple treasury and also killed
some bramapas. The criminals were
punished*. '

Vayalokam record (Pudukkottai district)
of Jatavarmap Kulasekhara II of accession
1237A.D. is in year 2 and it is dated 1239 A.D.
This record also mentions the invasion of
the Kannadiars in the former days and the
Hoysala king Valldja - devan evidently Vira
Somedvara®. An undated record which
comes from Tirunelveli Sri Nellaiyappar
temple is in Kanarese. It records gift of
money for two lamps to the temple by
Vamangpa the brother-in-law of Vardana
Danpdyaka, the Srikaraga of the Hoysaja
king Vira Someédvara deva raja.

The above records clearly prove that
in 1234 A.D. Vira Someévara penetrated into
the Péapdyan territory and by 1236 A.p.
firmly established himself in the Pipdyan
country. Later records of the Pindya kings
reflect their acceptance of the authority of
Virasomedvara and also the friendship
which gradually developed between the two
royal houses. Let us see those records,

A record which comes from the Tilakes-
vara temple, Devipattagam (Ramnad district)



50

belongs to Mairavarmayp Sundara 1[It

is in year 4 corresponding to 1242 A.D.-

The record refers to the works allotted to
the officers and priests of the temple
Bhogidvaram Ugaiya Nayanar which the
king was pleased to construct.*” The name
Bhogi$varam reminds us the name of
Bhogayya Dagdandyaka the powerful army
general of Vira Somedvara. In all proba-
bility the temple was built in honour of
this Karpataka general. We have already
seen this general in the Kannada records
gifting villages to brdhmagpas in 1236 A.D.
in the presence of Ramanatha at Setu
(Rameg$varam). Another records which comes
from the same place Déevipattanam belongs
to Jatdvarmap Vikrama I of accession 1241
A.D. It isin year 4 dated 1245 A.D. The
record states that the Bhogiévaram Udaiyar
temple is situated in Bhogiévaram on the
sea shore Setu Mulam.® Probably the
Tilakesvara temple where the records are
found was the same Bhogisvaram Ugdaiyar
temple. Devipattagam, where the temple is
situated is on the Setu sea shore and
very ncar to Rimesdvaram island. A record
which comes from Tirumayam (Pudukottai
district) belongs to Magavarmayp Sundara
11, year 7, dated 7th May 1245 A.p. The
record refers to the settlement of disputes
between the Vaishpavites and Saivites. The
members of the great assembly met in the
presence of Appanna Dagppayaka brother-
in-law of Ravidéva Dappayaka the army
general of Hoysala king Svasti Sri Pratapa
Chakravarti Posaja Vira Ssméévara to whom
this territory belonged.*

The Sanskrit poem Rukmapikalyina
states that Somedvara- married Bijjald a
Papdyan princess and Somesvara’s son
Narasimha 11l married Padmamma, the
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daughter of a brother of Bijjaja (Narasimha
III married the daughter of his uncle).*
We have no means of knowing the Pandya
king whose daughter was Bijjaj]a and in
turn who was her brother. Incidentally
two records coming from Kallikudi, Tiru-
mangalam Taluk, Madurai district (263 and
261 of 1963-64) engraved in the reigns of
Mégavarmay Kuladekhara Papgya I (1268~
1318 A.p.) and Magavarman Sundara Pangdya
III (1303-1323 A.D.) mention a village
called ‘Padmadaladéevi-chaturvedimanigalam.
These information prove that the Hoysalas
and the Pangyas became friendly and entered
into matrimonial alliance also. In their
records the Pandyas affectionately call Vira
Stmesdvara as ‘Mamadi’ (Uncle). A record
which comes from Tirunelvali Nellaiyappar
temple is in the 10th year of Maravarmap
Sundara II. It is dated 1248 A.D. The
record states that the king constructed a
new village “Posala Vira Somideva chatur-
vedimaigalam® in the name of Mamadi
Vira Somedvara.®* (The village exists even
today under the name Morapanadu).

Two records which come from Madurai
Minakshi Sundaredvara temple belong to
Jatdvarmap Vikrama I year 4 corresponding
to 1245 Ap. They state that certain lands
were granted to brahmapas and the
Tiruvédagam temple as gosdalaimagapuram
b)j Mimadi Vira Some4vara. In turn
Vikrama makes an oral order remitting
the taxes on the lands and specifies how
the institutions are to be maintajned s

A rtecord which comes from AJagarkdyil
(Madurai)  belongs to Nigsankapratapa
Chakravartin  Vira Som&gvaradava year
10, corresponding to 1243 A.p. The record
begins with his usual grantha Prasasti
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«Samasta bhuvanasraya”. It registers the
gift of the village Tirukkattiyur as firuvi-
daiyittam for offerings and worship in .lhe
temple of Alagar during the services
instituted by Soméévara.®* Anotber record
which comes from the same temple belongs
to Magavarmap Sundara II year 11 corres-
pOndin;g to 1249 A.D. Itrecords the royaj
order issued remitting at the request of
Mamadi the taxes of the village Tirukot{iyur
for offerings and other expenses of the
service called *“Pasaja Vira Somidévan-
sandhi® instituted by Mimadi Vira

Somesvara.®®

Alagarkoyil and Madurai records are
important in many respects. In the history of
‘{he Papgyas, this is the first Karpataka king
who exercises his authority in the Pipdyan
capital Madurai. The Pagdyan princes not
only accept the orders of the Karpdtaka
king but also direct their officers of how

the orders of the Karpataka king are to

be followed.

The harbour city Korkkai situated
(near Tiruchendiur) on the east cost of the
Tirunelveli district was a world famous
naval centre. The sea port was also known
for trade in pearls obtained from the nearby
shallow waters of the sea. Ships from

“distant countries like Rome, Arabia, Java

and China came here for pearl trad.ing
Korkkai port was famous for a long time

"before the beginning of the Christian

erea. Korkkai pearls attracted naval
merchants and also ambassadors from many
foreign countries to the Papdyan court.
Two inscriptions which come from the
Somanithéévara temple in Attir, an hamlet

_of the port city Korkkai are very intere-

sting. The former belongs to Méagavarmag
] -
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Sundara Pagdya II year 13 corresponding
to 1251 AD. It records the remission of
popvari taxes except the taxes on pearl
fishery.'* The other record belongs to
Virasdmeévara and it begins with his
Prasasti  ‘‘Samastabhuvanasraya etc.”” In
the record Virasomeévara confirms the above
order of the Papdyan king and his famous
military commander Kesava daggdandyaka
figures as a signatory.**

A record which comes from Srirangam
belongs to Virasomedvara.® The date portion
is damaged and incomplete. This record
reproduces the royal order of Jatdvarman
Vikrama Pidgdya I who made certain grants
in his 4th year correspondingto 1245 A.D.
This is an unique inscription. The record
of a Papgya king appears in full text in
the record of Virasomedvara. This shows
how much Virasémgdvara excercised his
authority over the Pagdyan princes.

The cordial relationship between the
two royal houses did not last long. It was
politics in any age and in any country.
Hoysalas and Papdyas are no exceptions.
There was serious rift in their friendship,
Migavarmap Vikrama II of accession 1250
A.D. claims in his 2nd year records, of
having subdued the Hoysajas. (Karndga-kari
kalpa - kanfirava - lion to the Kargataka
elephant).  Jatavarman Sundara I (of
accession 1250 A.p.) claims in his 7th year
records of having driven out the Karpataka
king (karndta-rdja-vidravapa). Inspite of
these claims the records of Someévara

continue to appear south of Tiruchchirdpalli.

Two records which come from Alatiir and
Sembattir in Pudukkeéttai state’® belong to
Somesvara year 23, corresponding to 1255

. A.D- A record which comes from Ratnagiri®

labsas



52

(west of Trichchirdapal}i) is also in his 23rd
year. The last record of Someévara isin
year 29 corresponding to 1262 A.D. and
it comes from Tiruva.*. In his Sri Raigam
record Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I claims
to bhave killed Someévara®. Probably
Somedvara Jost his life in 1262 A.D. in
the Kagngpaniir battle.

Vira Narasimha (1224 A.D.) constiucted
the city Kappaniir about twenty kilometers
north of Tiruchchirapalli and it was the
capital of the Hoysa)as. In the year 1235 A.D.
the Kagpanir Hoysaléévara Siva temple
was built by Virasomedvara. -After the
demise of Virasomeévara (1262 A.D.)
Kappantr was occupied by the Pandyas.

In the year 1311 A.D., Malik Kafur
invaded Tamil Nadu and plundered the
temples and cities.- Two years later Ravi
Varman Kuladekhara the KeraJa king
invaded Tamil Nadu and occupied the city
Kagpan@ir. The Pandyas sought the help
of the Kiakatiyas who in 1317 A.D. drove
out the Keéraja king.

In the year 1319 A.D. Khusru Kbhén
the general of Alduddin Khilji (Delbi)
attacked Sri Radgam. He was driven out
by the Pépdya king Jatdvarman Pardkrama
Paéndya The third Muhammadan invasion
was in 1324 AD. when the invaders
captured Madurai and established the
Madurai Sultanate.  During their reign
they converted the Kappanfir Hoysa)edvara
temple into a mosque. I the year
1371 A.D. Kampapgpa, the Vijayanagara
prince drove out the Muhammadans from
‘Madurai and established orderly govern-
‘ment. He reconstiucted tbe Kappanir
Siva temple. A record (162 of 1936:37)
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which comes from this temple is dated
1372 A.D. It states that the Hoysaleévara
temple which had been converted into a
mosque by Tulukkar (Muhammadans) was
reconstructed by Kampanpa Udaiyar in
the course of his victorius campaign.
The temple exists even today.

In the grantha Prasasti of hts second
year record Maravarmap Vikrama Piagdya 11
of accession 1250 A.D. states that he is
the garuda to the serpant in the form of
Ganda Gopala, the Telugu Ckola ruler
of Nellur, Kajahasti and Kafichipuram®
Jatdvarman Sundara Pangya I (of accession
1250 A.D.) states that he is the blazing
fire to the forest represented by Vira
-Gangda Gopdla. Later in 1256 A.D. Sundara
killed Vira Ganda Gopala®, Jatavarman
‘Vira Pagdya of accssion 1253 A.D. claims in
his 10th year record that he destroyed
the fierce Vadugas (Telugu Cholas) and
their hill station Kajahasti*s, (kodu vaduku,
kodu alittu) Jatavarman Vira Pandya of
accession 1254 A.D. states in his Tamil
prasasti (tiru vajar mulai) dated 1256 A.D.
that he defeated the Telugu Chdlas in
order to establish orderly government in
that country®. All the above four princess
treat the Telugu Chola kings as their
staunch enemies. Vikrama made the first
attempt and defeated the Telugu Chdjas in
1252 A.D. Later in 1256 A.D. all the four
princes invaded the territory of the
Telugu Cholas. The Telugu Chdla prince
Vira Ganda Gopala was Kkilled. In
commemoration of this victory Sundara
Papdya performed the anointment of victors
and heroes at Nellur.

Why should the Pandya princes invade
the Telugu Chola country ? What was the
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reason for the enemity between the Papdyas
and the Telugu Cholas? A record coming
from Kafichipuram throws Jight on this
vital issuc*. The record belongs to Raja
Raja Chola 111, year 21, dated Wednesday
the 13th August 1236 AD. 1t states that
the Telugu ChoJa prince Madurantaka
Pottappi Cholan, Tirukalatti Dévan alias
Ganga Gopalan gifted the village Kukujam
situated in Vada Payir Kottam, a district
of Jayangopdachojamangdalam, for worship
1d offerings 1o the God Alagar (Vishpu)
at Tirumaliruncholai near Madurai in
Pandimandalam. The above seivices were
called Ganda Gépalan sandhi in the pame
of the Telugu Choja prince. : '

- The record belongs to Raja 'Rija}
Chola 111 dated 1236 A.D. His chief the

Telugu Chola prince Ganda Gopala appears

in this record. He gifted a village near
Kajichipuram to the Alagar temple at
Madurai. The gift was intcnded for con-
ducting the services called Gapda Gipalan
sandhi in the pame of the Telugu Chdla
prince in the Alagar Koyil temple, Madurai.
(The Pandyan capital city Madurai is
approximately 400 kilometers south of
Kafichipuram). We bave already seen that
the Hoysala king Virasomeévara firmly
established him:elf in Pipdimapdalam in
the period 1234 to 1251 A.D. In 1236
A.D. when Virasomesdvara was in Madurai,
the Telugu Chola pricce makes grants to
the temple at Alagar Koyil near Madurai
for conducting services in his name.
This proves that the Telugu Cholas who
were the subordinates of Raja Radja Chola
also helped the Hoysala king Virasomas-
vara in defeating the Pandyan Kkings. This
should bave irritated the. Papgdyan princes.
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Naturally in 1256 A D. they took revenge,
defcated the Telugu Cholas and also killed
Vira Ganda Gopala one of the princes of
the Telugu Chéla family.

In the year 1884 A.D. Sir Walter Elliot
brought out his outstanding book “Coins
of Southern India”. In page 152 under
serial pumber 148 be refers to a Pagpdyan
coin. The photograph is also published.
On the obverse the figure of the boar
(varaha) under sun and moon appears.
The figures of Chakra and Sangu (of Lord
Vishpu) are also engraved. On the reverset
the Pagpdyan emblem, two fishes and a sceptre
in the middle appear. The legend Sundara
Pandyan in the 13th century Tamil script.
is written above the fish emblem. Elliot
assigned this coin to the Chola Chajukya
period in which the relationship between.

" the Papdyas and the Cholas was no

cordial. Elliot thought that the Chajukyas
and the Papdyas should have been on
friendly terms because their common enemy
was the Choja. Therefore he came to the
conclusion that the said coin was the
result ol the friendly relationship betwecn
the Chajukyas whose emblem was the
boar (varaha) and the Papdyas whose
emblem was the two fishes. In his book
“SOUTH INDIAN COINS” (page 169)
Desikachari also assigned this coin to the
Chajukyan and Pagpgdyan friendly relation-
ship period. However, there is no historical
evidence to prove the surmises made by
Elliot and Desikachari.

In 1981 the Tamil Nadu State Depart-
ment of Archaeology brought out their
book “TAMIL COINS”. A sketch of this
coin and photographs are published in one
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of the last few pages, The coin is discussed
in the pages 88 to 90. The editor assigns
this coin to Sundara Papgya, the enemy
of Rajadhiraja Chola who ruled from 1041
to 1054 A.p. In his Prasasti dated 1044 A.D.
the Choja king states that he drove out
Sundara Pandya. Naturally this should have
happened prior to 1044 A.D. Sundara Chéja
Pandya was the younger brother of Rijadhi-
rdja. He was ruling at Madurai from 1021
to 1052 A.n. Therefore Sundara Papdya,
the enemy of the Chodlas, could not have
ruled from Madurai. He was the son of
Sri Vallabha who ruled from 1012 to 1029
A.D. This Sundara Papgya was hiding ina
remote place in Tirunelveli district and later
around or prior to 1044 A.D. he was driven
out by Rajddhiraja.*® The period falls in
the first or second quarter of the 1lth
century, whereas the Tamil name Sundara
Pdndyan written on the coin is in the
characters of the 13th century.

In order to support his surmise (guess ?)
the editor of the ‘Tamil Coins’ refers to
the Cholapuram inscription No. 44/1896
(T.A.S, VI, p. 8). The records belongs
to Jatavarman Sundara Chola Pangdya. year
11, corresponding to 1032 A.D. The inscrip-
tion states that Sarvalokasiya Sri Vishnpu-
vardhana Maharaja alias Vijayaditya Vikki
Agpan made some grants to the temple.
The editor of the ‘Tamil Coins’ identifies
this Chajukyan prince with the son of the
Western Chajukya king Somedvara, the
staunch enemy of Cholas. The editor came
to the conclusion that the presence of the
Chalukya as a friend in the Papdya region
was significant with reference to the above
coin. His own statement is against his
surmise. We must remember here that
Sundara Choja Pipgdya was the second son
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of Rajendra Chola. Suadara Chsla Pandya
was the younger brother of Rajadhirdja
who  defeated Sundara Papdya. The
ChaJukyan prince figures in the inscription
of Sundara Pandya (the Chola prince) and
not in the inscription of the Pandya. The
presence of the Chajukyan prince in the
inscription of Chola Pagpgya should open
our eyes in understanding the history of
the Chojas in a better way. The Chajukyan
prince belongs to the Veigi country of the
Eastern Chadjukyan royal house. He was
the father of the future Kul6ttunga Chola 1
(for further details pleaserefer to ‘The Chojas-
Mathematics reconstructs the chronology’-
edition 1977 written by the writer).

I repeat again. The surmise made by
the Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archaeology is totally wrong. It states that
the Western Chiajukyas and the Pamdyas
were on good terms because the Chdlas
were their enemies. In view of their mutual
friendly relations, the Pipdyas and the
Western Chajukyas issued the above coin. The
department states further that the Western
Chalukyan prince appears as a friend in
the Chdla record! How? This question
is more than enough to show that the surmise
made in the Tamil Coins is wrong. The
Eastern Chajukyan prince appears in the
Chdla record and the editor of Tamil
Coins is unable to identify him.

Let us see the said coin. On the obverse
the emblem of the boar appears. The boar-
varaha-is the emblem of the Karpataka
kings. This was adopted by the Kanarese
speaking kings-whether they were Chajukyas,
Hoysal?s or Vijayanagaras, Qp the reverse
th.e coin bears the fish emblem of the
Papdyas of Madurai.
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The emblems of the two fishes and the
vyaraha prove that the coin should have
been issued at a time when the Pandyan
and the Karpataka royal houses were on
friendly terms. The legend Sundara Papdyan
written on the coin is in the characters of
the 13th century Tamil script. Evidently
during this period a Péggyan'prince. called
Sundara Pipgdya and a Karnataka (king the
Hoysajas should have been on friendly
terms. When we discussed the presence of
the Hoysalas) in Pigpgdimapdalam we found
that Maravarmag Sundara Panpdyal (1216~
1244 A.p.) was the eoemy of the Hoysala
king Vira Someévara. Maravarmap Supdara
Papdya IT (1238-1255 A.D.) was on f{lendly
terms with the Hoysala king Vira Somesvara.
He calls the Hoysala king ‘Mamadi’ (uncle).
Jatavarmap Sundara Papdya I of accession
1350 A.D. killed Vira Someévara in 1262
A.D. The above facts show that Magavarmag
Sundara Pangya 1I alone was on friendly
terms with the Hoysala king Vira Somesvara
who in the period 1234 to 1251 A.p. firmly
established himself at Madurai, the capital

city of the Pagpgdyas.

The historical events prove and confirm
that the above said vardha coin was issued
by Maravarmap Sundara Papdya II who
accepted the authority of the Hoysala king
Vira Soméévara. The customary emblem
of the Karpdtaka king is the boar (varaha)
and naturally it appears in the Pandyan
coin. Therefore we can easily conclude
that the above said coin was issued in the
period 1238 to 1251 A D. When Maravarman
Surdara Papdya 1I and the Hoysala king
Vira Someévara were on cordial terms.*
The vardha coin is referred to in the

following Papgdyan inscriptions.
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1. Mylapatti Pd. 350 - Jatavarmap
Sundara Pandya 1 year II dated
1261 A.D. It m:ntions vardba-
panam.

2. Tiruvetpur Pd. 357 - Jatavarmap
Sundara Panpdya I year 15~ dated
1265 A.D. mentions vardha - pop
(gold coin).

3. Vaitukovil Pd. 476 -Jatavarmap
Sundara Il year 2 dated 1279 A D.

4, Perambiir Pd. 479 - Sundara Pagdya
II year 6 (1283 A.D.)

5. Tiruvenkivadal Pd. 480-Jatdvarmap
Sundara II year 7 dated 1284 A.D.

6. Perambur Pd. 484 - Jatdvarmap
Sundara year lost.

7. Nandalir — Andhra - Jatdvarmap
Sundara II year 13 dated 1290 A.D.

8. Peruminagu Pd. 525 - Sundara
Pandya IT year 14 dated 1291 A.D.

9, Srirangam S.I.I. Vol. XXI1V, 210~
Jatavarmap Vira Paggdya III year
10 dated 1307 A.D.

10. Kogiyakkadu--S.I.1. Vol. XVII, 554
Jatavarmanp Pardkrama Pipgdya
year 5 dated 1319 A.D. '

The varaha coin was in use in the Chaja
country also. A record which comes from
Pafichanadikulam, Tirutturaipundi Taluk
belongs to Rajendra Choja III year 18
corresponding to 1204 A.D. It mentions
the coin varahan Papam.”®

Villiputturdr is the author of the Tamil
poem Villi Bharatam (story of Mahabharata
in Tamil). He was born in Sapiylir near
Tirukkoviltr (in South Arcot district). The
poet says that his parton was Varapati
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Atkongdp a Kongar chief. In the words
of the poet the Chief did not fall a victim
to the great flecod of the Kannada language
but patroniscd the Tamil poets and esta-
blished Tamil Safigam (academy) which
was like the fourth Tamil Séfigam (after
the three Tamil Sangams which existed at
Madurai prior to the second century):
The poet states that his patron the Kosigar
chief crowned the Chola king who was
then ruling the earth and defeated the
enemy Papdya. He says in present tense
that the Chola is ruling this world™.
These facts prempt us to infer that the
poem was wrilten prior to 1279 A.D.,
when the last Chola Kking Ra_]endra
Chola III died.

- Kongar chieftains ruled in the Tiru-
kkovilir area. Their land was adjacent to
Karpataka. In the reign of Kulottusiga
Chola III (1178 -1217 A.D.) a Ganga
chief called Siyagangan of the Kolar area
porth .~ west  of Tirukkovilur, patroniscd
the Tamil poets. During his period the
Tamil pcet Pavarandi wrote, the Tamij
gr ammar Aappai™. The chief who was
the patron of the poet Villiputturdr was
most likely a later member of the Ganga
(Kongar 7) family and piobably existed in
the 13th century when the Hoysalas,
Cholas and the Pandyas were rulirg in
different parts of the Tamil country.

While describing the Maba Bharata
war, the poet says that the Pagdya the
enemy of the Chola also participated in
the war on bebalf of the Papdavas.
Though the Pandya put up stiff resistence,
he was killed by Aévathima, son of
Dropga, |
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The Chola whose voyal elephant drank
the water of the Gangcs and  who ruled
the Vaiichi (Karur), Madurai and Pubar
entered the battlefield. He defeated and
killed many kings belorgirg to the side
of the Kauravas. The Chola defeated
Aévathama also. The poet exclaims and
states, “who can defeat the Chola he who
wears on his head the sacred feet of Lord
Siva ; he whose Manu Dharma rule
reaches the eight corners of the world;
and who has the tiger flag™"

The poet refers to important historical
facts, Pubadr also called Kaveri Pum-
pattinam was the traditional capital of
the Chojas. It was Rijendra Chola I
(1012 - 1044 A.D.) who brought the Ganges
water. Kul6tturiga Chola III (1178 - 1217
A.D.) had the epithet “he who took Kariir
(Vatichi) and Madurai” Rija Raja Chola I
(985 - 1014 A.D.) and Kulottuniga Chola 111
were called “Siva Pida Sekhara” (he who
wears on his head the sacred feet of Lord
Siva). The Tamil Prasastis of the Choja
kings state that their Manu Dharma rule
reaches the corners of the eight directions.
The poet attributes all these tributes to
the Chola king who was victorius in the
Mahabharata war. He has soft corner
for the Chola. In short the poet likes
the Choja king. On the contrary he shows
his contempt towards the Pandya, who in
the words of the poet was Kkilled by
Asvathdma in the Mahabharata war.

The poet says that Kunti dévi went to
her son Karpa and requested him to come to
the side of the Pandavas (in the chaste Tamil
verse of the poet). Karpa not only refused but
said firmly,
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“Oh mother - I should be grateful and
‘carry out my duty

to my master Raja Rajan who fed me ;
This is the only

way for my future fame, Karma (duty)
and Dharma (virtue).

 The poet indirectly refers to the treachery
of the Pallava chief Kopperuiijinga who
imprisoned his overlord Raja Réja Chola I11.
It was the poet who calls Duryddhana
“Rija Rajan”. Karpa refused to join the
enemies of his master- Raja Rajan i.e.
Duryodhana, whereas Kopperuiijiiga went
to the side of the Pipdyas the enemy

of the Chola and later imprisoned his -

own overlord Raja Raja Chola. The poet
Villiputturar tactfully brings out the trea-
cherous act of Kopperufijiniga and he does
this through the words of Karpa who
calls his master “Raja Rajan”.

The above points prompt us to infer
that the poem - was written probably in

the last quarter of the 13th century when

Réajendra 111 the last Choja king was
ruling.

(It is said that most of the Tamil
verses of the Adi Parvam of Villi Bharatam
look like the translation of the siX cantos

of .the Sanskrit Adi Parvam of Bala

Bharata written by the poet Agastiya
Bhatta who was paironised in the Kaikatiya
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court in the last half of the century.
The other chapters of Villi Bharatam are
the independent writings of the poet
Villiputturdr. . For further detajls please
refer to Villi Bharatam by V.M. Gopala
Krishnamachariar edn. 1976).

Appendix — 1

In 1906 the German scholar Kielhorn
consulted the records of Kuldttunga

" Chola I1I and surmised that the king came

to the throne between the 6th and the
$th July 1178 A.D. (Ep. 1nd. vol. IX).: Tn

1977 A.D. vide. my book “The Cholas

Mathematics reconstructs the chronology”
I relied on the data consulted by Kielhorn,
applied ‘the Indian calendar system and

- surmised that Kulottunga Chola III came

to the .throne between the 12th and.the
15th July 1178 A.D. The accession dates
proposed by Kielhorn and -myself fa)l in
he month Karkataka in the year 1178 A,D.

Later discoveries of inscriptions point
out that the king came to the throne in
the month Mithuna in 1178 A D. and not
Karkataka. This is an important date and
its value can be realised when we fix the
last date of the king. Before proceeding
further -let us see the records which pro-
duce the dates in the months Mithuna

and Kagkataka,
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Records which produce

TABLE 1
Kuldttunga Chola 1II
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dates in the months Mithuna and Karkataka

Serial Record No. Regnal year and c}ata Date
Village
1. 67/1893 37, Mithuna, $u 9, Hasta 7th June 1215 A.D:.
Uttaramallior Sunday
2, 396/1923 | —do — — do—
Tiruppulivapam
3. 557/1902 35, Mithuna, 8th day 2nd June 1213 A.D.
Tiruvagnémalai Anurddha, Sunday
4, 131/1896 16, Mithuna 10th day, Chaturth1 4th June 1194 A.D:
Kagaperi mistake for Chaturdaii, o
_ Miilam, Saturday.
s. 361/1919 34, Mithuna 24th day 18th June 1212 A.Di
Kafichipuram Monday, Sravaga
. L ] N
6. 317/1927 38, Mithuna ba 5, Sadayam 6th June 1216 A.D.
Kogukkai Monday. .
7. 487/1922 15, Mithuna $&u mistake for 27th May 1193 AD.
Avarani va 10, Revati Thursday
8. 57, 58, and 60 of 33, Mithuna, ba 9 Révati, 6th June 1211 A.D.
1914 Tiruvaikdvir Monday. .
9. 76/1936-37 -7, Mithuna, ba 12, Kartikai, 28th May 1185 A.D.
Srirafigam Tuesday.
10. 3§/1920 36, Mithuna ba 14, Rohigi, 8th June 1214 A.D-
| Tirumalavagi Sunday
1L 31371902 17, Mlthuna ba 13, Rohi 8th J D
‘ Tiruvegnpainallir Thursday. w, ) uoe 1195 A.D.
12. 72/1930-31 39, Mnhuna ba 15, Mrigasi 5th
Pandana'llﬁr Monday gasira, t June 1217 A.D.
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Serial  Record No. Regnal year and data Date

‘Village
"13. 39771927 18, Mithuoa, $u 2, Punarvasu, [lth Jume 1195 A.D.

'  Kumbakonam Sunday

14. 162/1926 40, Mithuna, $u 8 Hasta, 14th Jupe 1217 AD.
Kachanam Wednesday.

15. 118/1896 8, Karkataka, fu 10 Aouradha  8th July 1185 A.p.’
Tiruvenkigdu Monday:

16. 3931907 10, Karkataka, fu 12, Milam  18th July 1187 A.D;
Maruthuvakudi” = Saturday.

17. 505/1918 26, Karkataka, fu 13, ~ 23rd July 1203 AD.
Tiruvenkadu Uttiradam, Wednesday |

18. "81/1925 " 15, Karkataka, ba 1 Avittam  27th July 1192 A.p.
Kijaiyiir Monday.

19. 453/1919 30, Karkataka 22, Afvati 18th July 1207 A.p.
Kafichipuram Wednesday. ‘

20, 346/1919 35, Karkataka 5, Prathama. Ist July 1212 A.D.
Kaisichipuram. Pushya, Sunday.

21. 58411904 25, Kagkataka, du, 5 mistake 24th July 1202 a.p
Kaljaperumbiir =~ ‘for éu 4, Uttiram Wednesday )

22. 75/1925 23, Karkataka, $u 5, Hasta, 17th July 1200 A.p.
Kijaiyar ' Monday. :

23. - 85/1925 .9, Karkataka, $u 12 Mu]a, 30th June 1186 A.D.
Kijaiyur Monday. . :

The above 23 records produce the dates
in the month either Mithuna or Karkataka
in the respective regnal year,
to find the correct accession date we must
apply the Indian calendar system for the

reverse calculation. In this process the

-In order

star and the month quoted in each date
are taken back to the initial year 1178 &.p;
and the corresponding date (either in'
Mithuna or Karkataka is found. Those
dates are tabulated below,
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“'Stars and their dates in Mithuna or Karkataka in 1178°A D.
the accession year of the king

" Star and its month in 1178

Oth regnal year

1st regnal year

As per record ‘éerial No. 1 Hasta “in
Mithuna in 1178 falls in the regnal yearO

. The sfar was current on -

Slmllarly as per record 2 Hasta
The date

Mnthunq falls in the Oth year.
Corresponds t6 -

As per record 3, Anuradha in

‘Mithuna

falls in the Oth year. The date corres-

ponds to

As* per record 4, Milam in
belongs to Oth year

As /. per.record 5;° Sravaga in

belongs to Oth year

As .per:- record 6,7 Sadayam in
belongs to Oth year

As per. record .7, Revati in-

belongs {o Oth year

As per record 8, Reévati ‘in

beléngs to Oth year
As per record 9, Karttikai in
belongs to Oth'year C

As per record 10, Rohipi in
belongs to Oth year .

As per record 11, Rohipi in

belongs 10 Oth year

As ‘per record 12, Mpgaéxra in
belongs to Oth year

" As per record 13, Punarvasu in
falls in the first year

Mithuna

Mithuna

~ Mithuna

Mithuna

Mithuna

Mithuna

Mithuna,_

Mithuna
Mithuna

Mithuna

in

27th May

27th May

31st May
20d June
5th June
8th June
11th June
11th June
14th June

15th June

15th June

16th June

18th June

THE HOYSALAS IN PANDIMANDALAM

61

Star and its month in 1178

Oth regnal year 1st regnal year

As per record 14, Hasta in Mlthuna

belongs to first year
As per record 15, Anurddha in Karkataka

. belongs to first year

As per record 16, Mulam in Karkataka

belongs to first year

As per record 17, Uttirddam in Kagkataka
belongs to first year :

‘As per record 18, Avittam in Karkataka
belongs to first year

As per record 19, Aédvati in Karkataka
belongs to first year

As per record 20, Pushya in Kargkataka
belongs to first year

As per record 21, Uttiram in Karkataka
belongs to first year

As per record 22, Hasta in Karkataka
belongs to first year

As per record 23, ' Mila in Kapkataka
belongs to first year

-23rd June

27th June
29th June
~ 20d July
4th July
9th July
16th July
20th July ‘

21st July.

27th July

Table 2 shows that

(1) The king came to the throne in
1178 A.D. '

(2) upto 16th June his regnal year was
“0”. It means that he was not
crowned till that date,

(3) We do not know whether 17th June
belongs to the Oth year or first
year.

(4) 18th June and the later dates fallt

in the first year.

Thus it is evident that Kulottudga-
chdja III came to the throne on either

17th or 18th Jume in 1178 A.D. They

correspond to the days of stars Ardrd
and Puparvasu in the month Mithuna.
Evidently one of them is his accession
stdr., The table also proves that the king
could not have been crowned in Karkataka
because this month falls in the first year.
(In the year 1178 A.D. Karkataka covers
the period 26th June to 27th July).
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Incidentally we must also know how
Kielhorn in 1906 (and myself in 1977)
suggested Karkataka, the accession month.
The problem arose from the date of the
Ramagiri record (644 of 1904). The
data are year 6, Karkataka, ba 12, Thursday
and Rohigi. Kielhorn equated the data to
Thursday, the 5th July 1184 A 0. (Ep. Ind.,
vol. VIII, vol. p. 264). On the basis of this
date he surmrised that 5th July 1178 A.D. was
the Oth year and the king should have
been crowned either on 6th or on a later
date. I applied the Indian calendar system.
I surmised that Rohipi in Kagkataka in
1178 A.D. was the Oth year. The date was
12th July. This result does not agree with
the 23rd records of the tables 1 and 2.
These records clearly point out that Mithuna
was the accession month and no date in
Kagkataka could be in the Oth year. In
-the Ramagiri record the tithi was ba 11.
This single ‘record cannot tilt the general
results obtained from the 23 records of the
above tables. The Ramagiri record mentions
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nearer to Néllore, A record which comes
from Krishnapatam in the Nellore district
belongs to Vira Rajendra Chaladéva.
(Rangachari-Nellore district record number
190A). The record quotes Saka year 1178,

regnal year 13, Makara, su 13, Rohipi

and Saturday. The data agree with 30th
December 1256 A.D. The initial year of

this king falls in 1244 A.p. This is also

confirmed by the Nellore district Yepila-
guyta record of the same king year 9, cyclic
year Paridbavi, Saka 1174, Phalgupa, I5th
day of the dark fortnight, Friday. corres-

pondibg to 28tki° February 1253 A.D. I .

mentions the eclipse of ‘the sun which
happened on the mnext day (Rangachatl
Nellore inscriptions, No. 799). The data
of the Rgmagiri record agree with the initial
year 1244 AD. and produce the date
Thursday. the 8th July 1249 a.p. It is
evident, that Vira Rajendra of the Ramagiri
record was a Jater king of dccession 1244
A.D. and not Kullotuigachoja III. The
records of Vira Rajendra of accession ‘124#

the name of the king as Vira Réajendra.  A.D. are tabulated below: in Table .3
The village Ramagiri is north of Madras ‘ ST o /.
TABLE 3

!

‘ vR__eco';ds:‘o‘f Vi;a Réjendra of accession 1244 A.p,

4 .

Record and, villaée -

Year, data and other information ' Daté

[
x v

- NS

551 of 1912 . .
Tirunirmalai
Madras '

560 of 1912
Tirunirmalai
Madras

-’I,:\\‘. 3 l .

’ \

Year 3, Simha, $u 10 mistake
for 15, Avittam, Monday

Year 2, Simha, Su 2, Hasta, Friday 25th Aug, 1245 A.D-

t

30th July 1246 A.D.
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Record and village

Year, data and other information Date

5451912
Tirunirmalai
Madras

513 of 1913
Tanniyalattur
near Madgas

644 of 1904

Ramagiri

- 651 of 1904

Rimagiri

. 331 of 1928-29
Tiruppalaivapam
. pear Madras

Rangachari 799
Yepilagunta,

~ Nellore district

" 540 of 1912

Tirunirmalai,
Madras

Rangachari 190A

Krishpapatam,

. Nellore district

580 of 1907

'Nandaliiru,
Chittoor district

Year 4, Mina, su 12, Magha, 8th March 1248 A D,

Sunday

Year 5, Rishabha, su 3, Punarvasy, 16th May 1249 A.D.

Sunday

Year 6, Karkataka, ba 12, Thursday 8th July} 1249 A.D.
and Rohipi

— do — —‘c‘io—

Ycar 6, Kanpi, ba 7, Rohipj,

3ist Aug. 1249 AD
Tuesday '

Saka, 1174, cyclic year Paridhavi 28th Feb. 1253 A.D.
year 9, Phalgupa, 15th day of dark
fortnight, Friday (pext day there was
solar eclipse and it is mentioned in

the record)

Year 12, Mesha, u 13, mistake for 31d Arrtil 1256 AD
su 7, Monday, Punarpiifam :

daka 1178, year 13, Makara, $u 13 30th Dec. 1256 A,D,
Rohipi and Saturday-Tamil record-

registers -grants to the temple. of

Manumasidheévara o

Saka 1179, cyclic year Pifigala, year 13, ' 25th March 1257 A,
Mésha Sankranti. Registers the order :
of Manumasidhi son of late  Tirukkkala
D¢va Mahardja (S.1.1. vol. XXIII, 580)
Grantha, Telugu and Tamil _
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Record -and village

Year, data and other information - Date

Rangachari 236
Punjuliirupagu,
Nellore district

546 of 1912
- Tirunirmalai,
Madras

556 of 1912
Tirunirmalai,
Madras

558 of 1912
Tirunirmalai,
Madras

Myigadird

- Wednesday

Saka 1185, year 20, Tula, éu 10‘
mistake for ba 8, Friday, Magha

Year 34, M&sha, fu 5. Wednesday,

[ ——

Year 34, Rishabha, $u 3, Punarptidam, 25th May l1278 AiD

—do — — do —

Four records supply the Saka years.
One record supplies the date of the solar

month. The records indicate that Vira -

Réjendra came to the threne in the middle
of 1244 AD. On the basis of 556 of 1912
?unarvasu in Rishabha n 1244 A D, falls
mm the Oth year. The star was current on
12th May. On the basis of the Réamagiri
tecords Rohini in Karkitaka in 1244 A.D.
falls in the first year. The star was current on
2nd July. Vira Rajéndra Chosla came to
the throne between the 13th May and the
2nd July 1244 A.p. - '

In the Tiruppilaivanam record 331 of
]928_-29 of Vira Rajéndra dated 1249 A.p.
4n -mdividpal by name Vajaiyamajagiyip
Orriradan the chief of "Kullsturigachs]an
Payyiir figures as a donor. He figures in
the same temple record~333 of 1928-29 of
Réjardja III, year 28, dafed 1244 ao.p. He

figures in the TiruvorriyGir record 108 of °

Vira .Ré'jé'ndra year 9,  dated i253 A.D. and
also in the Ramagiri records dated 1249
A.D. (table 3). o

(Madras) Nikkanpdlayam, Saidapet
taluk record 207 of 1961-62 belongs to
Vira Rajéndra, year 10, dated 1254 A.Dp.
The donor and the recipient who figure
in this record also figure in the same temple
gcpgds 208 and 209 of 1961-62 of Vijaya

apda Gopala, year 16
e O p y s corresponding to

In all his records the king is ca
Tribhl_wana Chakravarti - Vira‘g R’ﬁjéngig
or Vira Rajendradeva or Vira Rajendra
Choladéva. His records are many, They
are found in'the districts of Kurnoo]
Nellore, Cuddapab, Chittoor, Chingleput ané
Mf.drais. The usual imperia) Chala title
Rajakesari or Parakésari is absent. Many
chieftains and officers bearing the names

26th Oct. 1263 A.D,

30th March 1278 A.D.
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like Pafichanadi Vagpap Nila Gangarayan
or Arunagiri Perumd] Nila Gaigarayan
etc., who figure in the records of Kopperuii
jinga of accession 1243 A:D. ,Vijaya Gapgda
Gopila of accession 1250 A.D., Jatavarmag
Sundara Pandya of accession 1250 A.D,
and Maravarmap Kuladekhara Papdya of
accession 1268 A.D. also figure in the records
of Vira Rajendra of accession 1244 A.D.
(for further details please see the index-
Rangachari; Alsa see A.REp., 1932-33,

p. 795).
Nandaliir record (580 of 1907) of Vira

Rijendra Choja (Table 3) is dated 25th
- March 1257 A.p. It traces the genealogy

of the Telugu Chola chiefs from the days
of Dayabbima. The last member of this
family was Manumasidhi alias Madurantaka
Pottapi Cholan ruling from Vikrama-
singapura. He figures in the record as a
feudatory of Vira Rajendra. It is said that
Tikkanripa (Tirukkdladéva Mabardja) the
fagher of Manumasidhi defeated the Hoysaja
kiﬁg Vira Somédvara. Manumasidhi, himself
a great warrior and also a loyal feudatory
of Vira Rajendra Chola conquered a
chiefiain called Vijaya on the baoks of
Godavari in order to secure the friendship
of the Kakatiya king Gagapati. The record
further states that Manumasidhi reaewed
an earlier grant of the village Koliiru to
brghmagas for the merit of his father
Tirukkaladeva Mabardja (4. R. Ep., 1908
pp. 70 to 72).
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Manumasidhi was a loyal chief of
Vira Rajéndra Chala. In turn, Vira Rajendra
also had great regards  to the family of
Manumasidhi. This is evident from the
Krishpapatam record of Vira Rajéndra
and dated 1256 AD. The record refers to the
grants made to the temple of Manuma-
sidhéévara standing in the name of the
grandfather  of the  present  chief

Manumasidhi.

Manumasidhi patronised the Telugu poet
Tikka Somayajin who composed the: poem
Nirvachanottara-Ramayapamu. In the poem
the poet refers to the defeat of the Hoysala
king Vira Somedvara at the hands of
Tikkangipa. It is said that Manumasidhi.
was first ousted by his cousins from the
kingdom.. Through the intepvention of the
poct, the Kakatiya king Gapapati took up
the cause of Manumasfdhi, defeated the.
enemies and restored his dominion to him. .
The dates and the information supplied
by the records and the poem prompt us
to infer that Vira Rdjendra, Manumasidhi
and the Kakatiya king Gapapati were on
cordial and friendly terms. '

~ Internal evidence helps us in assigning
the following records found in and around
the city of Madras to Vira Rajendra of
accession 1244. A.D. S
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W TABLE 4
: Re?‘”‘? ~ Place Regnal year
. | ~108- of 1912 Tiruvorriyur » 9
‘ 548 of 1912 Tirunirmalai 10
25 of 1911 Tirumalidai 10
2 of 1911 Tiruma]iéali-_ . - 16
557 of 1912 Tiruoirmalai 33
318 of 1911 Mijambikkam - 36
— do — - 36

. 323 of 1911

(Madras) Madambakkam records 318
and 323 of 1911 of Vira Rajendra arein
yéar 36 corresponding to 1280 A.D. Probably
that'was his last datel - Incidentally a record -
(183 of 190S) coming from Tripurdntakam,
Kurpoo! district is in- Télugu, dated Saka
1213, ‘corresponding' to 1291 A ». It states-
that - Mummadi Nayupdu the lord of
Ammangallu city gifted cows to the temple.
Two umbrellas called ,Vira Rajendra Chola-
gédagallu were also gifted to the temple.

Kuldttudigachola 111 of accession 1178
A.D. was also called Vira Réajéndra. His
records should not be confused with those
of later Vira Rajendra of accession 1244
A.D. Ramagiri record of Vira Rajendra
of accession 1244 A.D. misled Kielhorn who
assigned it to Kuldttuiga 111 of accession
1178 A.D. In my book ‘The Cha]as, edition

1977 1 too did the same mistake whick
is now rectified. The painstaking - exercise
not only shows the correet accession date
of Kuldttungachsla 111 but also brings
to ‘light the hitherto unknown ‘Telugu Chdla
kisg Vira Rajéndra of accession 1244 A.D-

Quoting Krishpapatam record, the
report 4. R. Ep., 1963-64 states that
Parakésarivaiman Réjendra Chola 111 of
accession 1246 A.p. had aoother accession
date 1244 A.p. with the name Vira Rajéndra.
Ig the light of the above discussions and
discoveries the surmise made by the report
dees mot hold good. The Telugu Choja
_kmg Vira Rajendra of accession 1244 A.D.
1S a separate identity and it is left tor
future rescarchers to make further study
about the activities of this prince,
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Notes

1.
2

10.

1.
12.
13.
14.

18.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

13 of 1924 - both in year 17 — All refer ta ano

For the dates of Réjardja III please see N. Sethuraman <“The Chojas”’ edition 1977,

For the dates of Jatavarman Kulaéskhara I and Méravarmap Sundara Pindya I please see N. Sethuraman

““The Imperial Pandyas” edition, 1978.
Sriviliipnttﬁr 549/1926 Maravarman Sundara I year 2 day 350.
Kapgiyur S.I.I, vol. V. 578 and 579.

Kagganiir Pd. 250-year 3, Ponnamaravathy Pd. 256-year 5 and Tirupparahkugdram S.I.L, vol. 1V. 372,

year 7 ; all the records state the events in the Tamil Prasasti.

Srivilliputiir 549/1926. 1 have read this inscription in situ.

Kunnakudi 411/1955 ; Nartamalai Pd. 503 ; Kunnakudi 305/1956 ; Kudumidnmalai Pd. 248, datcd 8th
December 1218 - all are in year 3 without epithets. '

47/1937-38 ; A.R.Ep- 1937-38 p. 94. '
Kudumisnmalai Pd. 249; Kaggan®r Pd. 250 ; Muttuvirappuram 42 and 48 of 1945 - all ate in year 3
with the epithet who took the Chola country. Tirupalaikugi 322/1928 year 3 ~ who prescnted the
Choja country.

S.11, Vol. VI, No. 1 - Mara Sundara I, year 7.

172/1961-62 ; A.R.Ep. 1961-62, p. 14.

160 and 161 of 1938-39.

158/1938-39 ; A.R.Ep. 1938-39 p. 79.
77 year 12 ; Perichikdil 71/1924 year 15; Tirumalai 10 and

30/1937-38 year 11 Mésha, Naivasal Pd. 2 |
intment at Mudikogdachdjapuram,

E.C., Vol. VII, edition 1979, p. 37 and 471,

E.L; Vol. VII, p. 162 and note 10;

E.C., Vol. 11, edition 1974 - Nj. 321, p- 385 and 751.

E.I, Vol. VII, p. 162 and note 11.

S.11, vol. V1I, No. 1043.

D.C. Sircar, Ep. Ind., vol. XXXI, p. 100.

78/1916 year 14 da)" 128 ; 79/1916 year 15.

54111926 sear 15 day 273.
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23.
24,

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

33.

4.

3s.

36.

37.

38.

39.

PURABHILEKHA PATRIKA

418/1922 S.I.I vol. XII, No. 128 ; Ep. Ind., vol, XXIII, p. 180 and 181.
Tiruvéndiparam 142/1902 ; E. Hultzsch, Ep. Ind., vol. VIL, p. 160 to 163.
310/1958-59 ; A.R.Ep., 1958-59, p. 17.

'S.1.I. vol. XXIII, 259 and 260.

Kulottuiigachoja III died in 1217 A.D. But two records of Sundara, Iraniylir 9/1926 year 15 and
Perichikoil 72/1924 year 16-both dated 1231 and 1232 A.D. respectively indicate that Sundara gave the
crown and the Chdja country to Kulottungachdja in 1230 A.D. which is impossible. These two records

are in the characters of 15th century.  They are fake and spurious. Please see the translation given for

9/1926 and 72/1924. The corrupt language of the inscription is face apparent. The title Magavarmap is
given to ‘Tribuvana Chakravarti’ Kulottudga III-For further details see N. Sethuraman-*The Chaojas’~
p. 158 to 167

S. Janaki-‘Gadyakarnamrirta’ p. 68 to 71. |

Ivid., p. 88. '

Kafchipuram 602/1989.

Tiruvasi near Srirangam 34 of 1898 ; S.L1I., vol. IV, 435-Vira Soméévara year 29,

For the dates of"the Pindyan princes pleé.sc refer to N. Sethuraman- ‘“The Imperial Pagdyas’’ and
“Medieval Pandyas”. J.E.S.I, vol. 14, :

N. Sethuraman ‘‘Jatavarman Kulasekhara Pagdya II of accession 1237°*-South India History Congress
Madurai-1980. '

Idaiyattiir Pd. 394-Magavarmap Kulasékhara who.took every country ycar 16, Mésha, 30, Purva paksha
Saptami, Sunday and Pasam. .

N. Sethuraman-Medieval Papdyas-last chapter. ‘‘Jatavarman Vira Pindyas of accession 1253 and 1254
A.D.-Also a paper on the same title presented by N. Sethuraman in the Epigraphical Society of India
ahnual conference held at Calcutta in February 1981. '

N. Sethuraman-The Imperial Pandyas; K.V. Sarma-Pandyakulodaya edition 1981 published by

Sanskrit Research Institute-Punjab University.

Srirafigam S.1.1. vol. XX1V, No. 197-H. K. Narasimhaswamy wrongly interprets line 17 of the verse and
states that Sundara was the elder brother of Kulakékhara. In support of his surmise he quotes 4.R.Ep.,
1914 part II para 19 which correctly states that Kulasekhara was the elder brother (anna}vi) of Sundara

Coimbatore district, Vijayamangalam 544/1905 ; Kielhorn-Ep. Ind., vol. 1X, p. 225-Rajakesarivarman
Vira Pandya Saka 1202 regnal year 15, month Tula, aparapaksha, Monday and star Uttiram,

E.C. vol. VI, edition 1979-Md. 29, pp. 211 and 566.
E.C, Old edition, vol. V, Ak 123. A.R.Ep., 1911, p. 78.
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41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47,
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
35.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

63.
66.

67.
68.

E.C. vol. VI, edition 1977-Krishnarajapé{~Govindanaha}ji-No. 39, p. 23 and 447,

295/1949-50-A4.R.Ep.. 1949-50, p. 9.

308/1928 A.R.Ep. 1927-28 wrongly assigns this to Mara Sundara II whose highest regnal year is 17 only.

170/1936.
Tamil text Pd. 548.
15/1912,

S.LL, vol. VIII, 404.

Ibid., 403.

Pd. 340~4.R.Ep., 387/1906.

S. Janaki-Gadyakargamyita, p. 27 and 65.
S.L1. vol. V, No. 448,

188 and 190 of 1943-44.

292/1929-30.

291/1929-30.

326/1961-62.

432 of 1929-30.

433 of 1929-30.

S.II, vol. XX1V, No. 261.

Pd. 666 and 667.

132/1892-S.1.1., vol. IV, No. 550.

S.1.1., vol. 1V, No. 435 Vira Someésvara year 29.
Hultzsch, Ep. Ind., vol. HI, p. 1 to 17.

N. Sethuraman-*‘The Imperial Pandyas’’.
Ibid.

N. Sethuraman-*The Medieval Pandyas’.
Ibid.

Kaichipuram 621 of 1919.

N. Sethuraman-“Chéjas, Mathematics Reconstructs the Chronology”—Chﬁla Ganga-‘‘Chola Ladkesvara-
€Chdla Kerala’ by N, Sethuraman, published by the Place Names Society of India, Mysore.
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69.

70.
71.

72.

73.

74.

75.
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N. Sethuraman. ‘‘Chdja Pigdyas’’-article in the Tamil Magazine Kalvettu No. 12, published by the
Tamil Nadu State department of Archaeology.

A. Padmavathy, Epigraphist, Tamil Nadu State department of Archaeology correctly identifies the
Pandya king with Magavarmap Sundara II. She says that the coin was issued when Sundara and Vira
Soméévara were on cordial terms. See her paper ‘‘A Paggdya Coin’’ presented in the Numismatic
Conference held at Madras in February 1988.

Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology Tiruturaiplipgi inscription No. 1976/169.

First parvam introduction, vol. 18 and 19. lppuvi ajum vajavapukku mudikavittu valuditevvaich-
cherravap.

P. 401-The Chajlas by K.A.N. Sastri (1975).
17th day battle vv. 107 to 119,
17th day battle vv. 65 to 68 and 120 to 134,

Udyaga Parvam v, 255,

labsay -
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