‘Jou.rnaf ofy he

Eplafuph.c.al. 50&.»5
o'br_tnobwn. :

- vol. (s 1989

s
9505



OFF PRINT

"(\

A

e

PR .
(o e ————ea v s
i A
. S Y |

Ay .
¥ ,:g-mr@ S S
N o

t 'u.?,,jlﬂ LS TR ¢
| T
A ‘ : . '

o

PR .
P C“F(ﬂ BN Lt s "fl'j-.,i

JOURNAL

of the

EPIGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF INDIA
| (Volume : FIFTEEN)
\ s



196sab



DATE OF THE EARLY, PANDYAS

(6th to 10th Century)

The extreme south of the Indian
Peninsula was the Pagdyan kingdom. The
boundaries of this ancient kingdom of
approximately 20,000 square miles were
Cape Kanyakumari and the Indian ocean
in the south, strait of Mannar (Bay of
Bengal) in the east and the western ghats
(running along the longitude 78°E) in the
west. The northern boundary cxtended upto
(the latitude 10.25° N.) the southern limits
of the Kongu-mapdalam and the Chola
country. The modern city Madurai was
its capital. The Pianpdyan royal house was
one of the ancient dynasties of India. The
Papdyas existed from before the beginning
of the Christian era upto the middle of
the 17th ccntury. The earliest epigraphical
reference to the Papdyas is found in the
inscriptions of Aéoka the great.

In the middle of the 4th century A.D. (?)
the Kalabhras invaded the Panpdya country
and occupied the capital city Madurai.
In the middle of thc 6th century A.D. the
Papdyas emerged victorious, rose to power
and overthrew the Kalabhras. In  the
written down history this is the starting
point of the Papdyan dynasty which
flourished without break for more. than
thousand years leaving behind thousands
of inscriptions with which we, the epigra-
phists are very much concerned. The
Pandyas who cxisted from the middle of
the 6th century A.D. up to the end oft he 10th
century A.D. are called early Pangdyas. In this
paper an attempt is made in reconstructing
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the dates of early Pandyas.

The ancient Tamil classics mention
many Pindya kings who existed prior to
the coming of the Kalabhras. Scarcity of
epigraphical svidence stands in the way
of identitying them and we have to waiy
till some new discoveries come up in the
future. 1 make this statement with confi-
dence because the recent discovery of a
coin throws light in this direction. On
the observe the coin bears the name
Peruvajudi in Brahmi letters and the figure
of a horse representing the performance
of the Aévamedha-yaga by the king and
on the reverse the fish emblem of the
Pandyas appears.! The king is to be iden-
tiied with “Palyakadalai Mudukudumi
Peruvaludi’> (Mudukudumi Peruvaludi who
performed many yagas) who is referred to
in the ancient Tamil poems. The Velvikugi

copper-plates of Negdungadaiyan Parantaka

alias Varagunpa 1 (of accession 768 A.D.) year
3 dated 771 A.D. state that Peruvaludi
and his descendants existed prior to the
coming of the Kajabhras.? The newly
discovered coin which bears the name
Peruvajudi in Brahmi letters was no doubt
issued by the same king. The date of the
coin could be suggested on the basis of
palacographic features of the Brdhmi letters,
There are only five letters and the experts
in this field could suggest convincingly
either the 2nd or the 3rd century A.D.
The discovery of the coin is one step
forward in identifying a Papdya king who
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existed sometime after the beginning of the
Christian era.

The Tamil poems Tévdram hymns of
the 7th and 8th centuries and Tiruvachakam
by Manikkavachakar of the 9th century
are essentially religious in character and
they emphasise the bhakti cult in the
Saivite faith. The poems refer (o some
historical events connected to religious
affairs and such information, though limited,
enables us to some extent in identifying
some of the early Pandya kings.

Panchavan

Literature and -inscriptions call the
Pandya king Tepnavap and Panichavan. Teppa-
vap means southerner and the title fittingly
suits him in view of his position in the
extreme south of the Indian Peninsula,
Pafichavap. means “The five”. Swamikannu
Pillai said that at a time there were five
Xandya kings and so they were called the
Paiichavap®. Robert Sewell refuted thjs
1%1eory -on valid grounds and sajd that at a
time many princes could have existed and
the word Pafichavap was probably a tjtle*
The title Pafichavap - confused man);
spho]ars and it stood in the way of con-
Btructipg the chronology. Some even tried
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to see five Pandyas at a timebut in vain.

What is the meaning of Pafichavap ?
Why should the Papdya king be called by
that title ?- These questions prompted me
to consult the records of the Papdyas,
Cholas, Kérala kings and also the Kika-
tiyas. 1 found that Pafichavap means the
lord of the five lands namely Kurifichi
(mountains), - Mullai- (forest), Marudam
(plains), Negiydal (sca shore) and Palai
(desert). These are the territorial divisions
of the Tamil country and they are gra-
phically described in classical Tamil gra-
mmar. The Tamil poem Tiruvijaiyadal-
puranam by Selli Nagar Nambi (13th century)
explicitly states that Pafichavap, the Pagdya
was the lord -of the five lands and his
capital was Madura®. The title Pafichavap
has no bearing on the chronology. Thus
having removed the obstacle ‘Five Papdya
theory’ the chronologist is able to proceed
freely. o

Early Pandyas 6th to 10th Centary

The discovery of the six copper-plates
issued by four -carly Pandya kings is a land
mark in the history of the Pagpgdyas®. The
following genealogy is furnished by the
charters (The dates are discussed below).

o (1) Kaq‘iuﬁg()n who overthrew the Kajabhras
L : (existed around 550 A.D.)

(2) Magavarmap Avaniéijamani

I
(3) Sendap
|

(4) Maravarmap Arikesari

l

(624-674 A.D.)
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(5) Ko Sadaiyan Rapadhirap (674-725 A.D.)

|
6) Mayavarman Rajasimha (725-768 A.D.)
|

7) Neduhjadaiyap Parantaka alias Varaguna I

|
(8) Sri Marap Srivallabha - (815-860 A.D.)

I
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(708-815 A.D.)

l | _
Vira Pandya (10) Marap Sadaiyap
) (SI(I)?)-SZ?%’{.D.) alias Varaguna IT -
(863-910 A.D.)

(11) |Sadaiyan~ Parantaka Vira
Nardyana
(866-910 A.D.)

| .
(12) Maijavarmay Rajasithba
(910-927 A.D.)
|

.
(13) Sundara Pindya
(died in his
teen age)

Approximately 150 stone records of
these kings are available in the traditional
Pandimapdalam’.  Most of them are iIn
Tamil Vatteluttu characters. A few records
engraved in the period 863 to 888 A.D.
are available in Tiruchirapalli and Thanja-
vur districts, the traditional Chola-man-
dalam where the Pandyas extended their
authority for a brief span of 15 years.
Otherwise the r<cords engraved between
600 and 1000 A.D. are found in Papdi-

magdalam only including the areas lying

south of Trivandrum. Earlier records

(o

(14) Saqlaiya;lx Vira Papdya who
took the head of
the Chola
(938-959 A.D.)

|
(15) Marap Vikrama Pindya

introduce the kmgs as Mirap $8éndag
or Séndap Marap. Later records (from
8th century) introduce the kings-as Mapap
Sadaiyap or Sagdaiyap Mirap. These namics
create serious difficulties in idemtifying the
kings, their records and dates. Sendan
and Marap are the dynastic titles of the
Pangyas. Later they took the modified
form Sadaiyap and Marap orr Maravarmayp.
Still later they become Jagilavarman and
Miravarmap. When the father isa Sendap

‘or Sagaiyap or Jatilavarmap the son would

be a Mapap or Magavarmap. Evidently,

1) Marap Sendap means Séndap, son of Maray or Méaravarmay.
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These names indicating the titles of
the father and son appear in all the stone
records of the early Paggya kings. Internal
evidence and the copper plates help usin
identifying some of the records and the
kings who caused them 1o be engraved.
However, most of the records are still
unidentified and probably they may remain
so for ever. The records of Vira Pandya
(No. 14) furnish the full name of the king
but unfortunately his dynastic title is absent
in those records. The copper-plates state
that he was a Sadaiyap. Asl have already
stated therc arc approximately 150 early
Papdyan records engraved in the course
of four hundred years and among them
only seven records supply. astronomical
‘data. Others quote the regnal years only.

1) Two records which come from
Tirupparaikupram and Apaimalai belong
to Neduiijagaiyapy Parantaka alias Vara-
gupa 1 (No. 7). They supply the Kaliyuga
year. Out of these two only one gives
the regnal year, month, star and the week
day Sunday®. The data confirm his accession
in 768 A.D. Incidentally this is the earliest
?Egdyan record which quotes the week day
In Sanskrit (and not in Tamil).

2) A record which comes from
Aivarmalai belongs to Varaguga 1I (No. 10)
and supplies the Saka year expired 792
coupled with the regnal year eight*. The
data confirm the commencement of his
reign from 863 A.D.

3) Three rccords in  Tamil script
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they furnish the regnal year, month, star
and week day'®. The data agree with the
initial year 863. Incidentally these are the
carliest Pandyan records which quote the
week days in Tamil and they are found
in Chola-magdalam.

4) A record coming {from Ambasamu-
dram belongs to Vira Pagdya (No. 14)
who took the head of the Chéla. It quotes
year 12, month Mithupa and solar eclipse.
The star and weekday are absent.t!

All the other rccords quote the regnal
years only, Here also we come across
some curious = peculiaritics.. Most of the
records which bear the name Mgrap
Sagaiyag and in which the regnal years
are more than 4, quotc the same as
4+ some year. For example, year seven
is quoted as year 3 opposite to 4 i.e.,
44-3. Similarly the records of $agdaiyap
Marap quote the regnal years as 24 some
year. The Sanskrit portion of the Dajavay-
puram copper-platest* of Pardantaka Vira
Nardyaga quote the regnal year as the
year which is current after the cxpiry of
four tem (40) plus one and plus 3. It means
that 44 years have passed and the 45th
year is ruaning. The Tamil portion states
year forty plus three plus two evidently 45
(regnal yegy is always a current year)

There were many Marags and Sadaiyaps.
Naturally: their -records should bear the name
either Magap Sagdaiyap or Sadaiyap Marap
Curiously, records bearing the name Mg;an.
Sadaiyap alome freely quote 4 plus so}ne

coming from three villages in the Tiru-
chirappalli district (Chbdla-mapgdalam) belong
to Maran Sadaiyap alias Varagupa Il and

year. Similarly records bearing the name
Sadaiyap Marap quote 2 plus some year,
Why should they quote like that? Tjll

2) Séndap Marap means Marap or Magavarmap, son of Sendap.
3) Mairap Sadaiyap means Sadaiyap, son of Marap or Maravarmap.

4) Sadaiyap Marap means Miarap, son of Sadaiyap.
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date we have no answer. This much is
certain that since a known Maran Sadaiyap
quotes 4 plus, it does ot  mean
that all Marap Saduiyap records which
quote 4 plus should be assigned to that
known king only. They may belong to
several Marap Sadaiyans. The same theory
also holds good for Sagdaiyap Magaps who
freely quote 2 plus. In stray cases’ Marap
Sadaiyap also quotes 2 plus (see” T.A.S.
Vol. 1V, No. 24). Against this background
of oddities and strange phenomenon, the
chronologist has to extract the maximum
possibility or at least the probability. Let
us see how it is done. -

Neduiijadaiyap Pardntaka alias Vara-
guga I (No.7) came to the throne in 768
A.D. and this is confirmed by stone
records’®. The Vélvikugi copper-plates state
that his father Maravarmap Réjasimha
(No. 6) defeated Pallavamalla (the Pallava
king Nandivarman) whose rule betwcen 730
and 795 A.D., is known from the accounts
given in the Pallava charters'®. 'Rajasimha
contemplated matrimonial "alliance with the
Ganga dynasty and his son married the
daughter of the Western Ganga king. The
contemporary Ganga king was Sripurusha
who ruled from 725 to 788 A.D. These
information place Rajasimha in the sccond
quarter of the 8th century A.D.; but we have
no means of knowing his accession date
and also of how many yecars he ruled.
External evidence prompts us to. allot him
the probable period 725 to'768 A.D. This
is purely a rcasonable guess and the initial
year is subject to alteration by a few years
plus or minus.

~The copper plates state that Ko-Sadai-
yap Rapadhira (No. 5) father of Rajasimha
defeated the Chalukyas at Mangalapuram'®
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which city as we shall see below was
founded by his father Maravarmap Ari-
kesari. The Chalukyan cxpedition in the
Pandya country could be in 674 A.D. when
the Chalukyan emperor Vikramaditya I was
camping at Uraiy@ir, the ancient Chola
capital, on the banks- of the river Cauvery,
a hamlet of the modern city Tiruchirappally.
Dr. K. V. Ramesh, after consulting the
Chalukyan records, points out that during
this expedition Vikramaditya was ably
assisted by his son Prince Vinayaditya.
The Chalukyan charters explicity state that
making light of his father Vikramaditya’s
order, Prince Vinayaditya set out southward
and vanquished by force the powerful
brave and resisting Pandya king and
captured his capital city Madura. He
further occupied the Kumari Dvipa (Kanya-
kumari) took the ruler prisoner and thus
made his father Vikramaéditya happy',

It is evident that in 674 A.D. the
Chalukyas penetrated deep into the Papd-
yan country and the Papdyan charters
state that Ko-Sadaiyap Rapadhira defeated
the Chalukyas al Madgalapuram. We are not
concerncd with ‘who defeated whom. We are
not concerned with the source matcrials which
point out the existence of the Papdya
king Ko-Sadaiyap Ragadhira in 674 A.D.
We can safely allot the period 674 to 725
A.D. to this king and as usual it is subject
to alteration this or that way.

The Tamil epic Periyapuragam written
by saint Sekkilar (1139 A.D.) helps,us in
identifying Maravarmap Arik&sari (No. 4)
and his date. The poem states that
Paranjydti, the general of the Pallava king
Narasimhavarman participated in the Vatapi
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campaign of 642 A.D. Afler the war the
general rcticed from the army services,
settled cown at Tiruchengéttankudi in Than-
javar district ard bccame a Saivite devotee.
He was called Tiru Togpgdar (humble scrvant).
He married Tiruvegkattu Nangai and had
a son. When the son was of school going
age (five), the young saint Tirujfidna
Sambandar mect the happy family at
Tiruchengattankudi. We can roughly place
. this event around 60 A.D.

Periyapuranam further states that saint
Tirujidna Sambandar left Tiruchengattan-
kugdi, visited many sacred places and
finally came to Madurai. The then Pandya
king was a staunch Jaina. At the rcquest
of the Pandya queen Mangayarkarasi and
the minister Kulachiraiyar, saint Sambandar
made the Papdya king accept the
Saivite canon. The king lost his faith
in Jainism and became ‘a staunch devotee
of Lord Siva. Periyapurdnam calls this
king “Ncdumirap who was victorious at
Nelveli”. He is to be identified with
Maravarmap Arikesari (No. 4) who is refe-
rred (o in the Velvikudi copper plates as
the victor at Nelvéli and Puliyar and
who performed many  Tulabhdras  and
Hiranyagarbhas. The course of events con-
firms the exisience of this king in 650 A.D.

The Vaikai river bed inscription of
Sendan Marap, year 50,is to be assigned
to- this king'”. The record states that the
king performed many Tulabhiras and
Hiragyagarbhas, founded the city Marnigala-
puram and built a sluice called Arikssari-

"yap probably in his name. The recent
‘nscription  discovered  at Enati  also

belongs to this king. 1t is in chaste
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Tamil verses and states that he was $éndap
Marap Arikesari, the king of Kidal
(Madura ), the victor at Nelveli and Puliyar
and that he performed many Tulabharas
and Hirapyagarbhas. In the records the king
figures as a pious Hindu devotee and not
as a Jaina. Evidently these records were
engraved after his conversion from Jainism
to Saivite faith, Periyapurdpam states'®
that the king 1uled for a long time (argéu-
urimai - nedurikalam ), and this statement
agrees with the high regnal year 50 quoted
in the Vaikai river bed inscriptiog We
can safely allot the period 624 1o 674 A.D.
to this king subject to minor adjustment
depending upon future discoveries.

Pandikkovai

Pandikkovai (the commentary on Irai-
yapar Abhapporu]) is an apcient Tamil
poem. Three hundred and fifty verses of
this poem are available. The hero of this
poem is the Pangdya king who was the
victor at Nelveli and Puliydr, evidently
Maravarmay Arikésari®**. From the poem
it can be inferred that the author of the
poem and the king were contemporaries.
The author of this poem is not known,

Sundaramurthy Nayapar, one of the
63 Tamil Saivite Nayapmars, existed in
the first quarter of the S§th century. He
mentions the other 62 Nayapmars some
of whom were his contemporaries and the
rest existed several years or centuries
earlier. In his poem Tiruttopgattpkai
Sundaramiirti  Nayapar mentions Kari
Nayandr who existed severa] years earlier.
The poet Nambi Andar Nambi (11th cen-
tury A.D.) states that Karj Nayapar hailed
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from Tirukkadavii- in Tanjore district.
Kari Nayapar was a poet and he wused to
coinpose poems praising the kings. gekkilar,
the author of the Tamil epic Periyapuré-
pam (1139 A.D.), narrates in detail the
story of Kari Nayapar. He says the Kari
Niyapar who hailed f{rom Tirukkadavur
in Tanjore district was a great poct and
he used to compose Tamil poems called
Kovai praising the three Tamil Kkings
Chéra, Chola and Papgdya. This shows that
Kari Nayapdr existed after 550 A.D.
gekkijar further states that after hearing
the Tamil Kovai poems the three Tamil
kings gifted lo the poet Kari Nayapar
money, treasures and wealth. Kari Nayapar
utilised the entire proceeds for feeding the
daivite devotees and also for constructing
temples dedicated to Lord Siva.

From the above statement we get some
important information. As far as Tamil
literature is concerned we find that Kari
Nayapar was the earliest known poet who
composed Kovai poems in Tamil. He
existed prior to the time of Sundaramurti
Nayapar, i.e., prior to 8th century but
later than 550 A.D. The earliest known
Kovai poem in Tamil is Papdikkovai whose
hero is Margavaimay Arikésari and who
ruled from 624 to 724 A.D. According
to the poem the poet and the hero were
contemporaries. These facts prompt us to
surmise that most probably Kari Nayapar
was the author of the Tamil poem Pangdi-
kkovai. We also get corroboration to this
surmise from the words of Sekkilar himself.
Before narrating the story of Nedumarap
(Maravarmayp Arikésari) Sekkilar says that
- he proceeds to write the story of Nedu-
. mdrap with the kindness gifted to him by
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saint Kari Nayapar®., This statement
prompts us to surmise that Kari Nayapar
was probably the author of Pandikkovai.
(Probably in the 12th century all the verses
of the poem. Pandikkovai and the name
of the author were available to Sékkilar).

In the stone records Maravarmag
Arikésari is called Séndap Marap which
means Marap son of Séndap. In the
genealogical table his father (No. 3) figures
as a Ssndap. The grandfather isa Marap
(Maravarmap). Naturally in the stone
records we can cxpect Sendap the father
of Arikésari as Maran Séndap (Sendap
son of Maravarmap). A record which
comes from Malaiyagdikurichi belongs to
Mirap Seéndap, year 17, and it is assigned
to him®. The records of his predecessors
are not found and for want of source
materials we are unable to suggest their
probable dates. The position occupicd by
Maravarmayp Arikésari, whose existence in
650 A.D. is confirmed, prompts us to infer
that his great grandfather Kadungdp who
overthrew the Kalabhras existed probably
around 550 A.D.

Sri Magap Srivallabha (No.8) was
the son of Varaguga I of accession 768
A.D. The Ceylon chronicle Mahavam$a
states that a prince of this family, more
probably the son of Srivallabha, appealed
to the then Ceylon king Séna II (of
accession 851) to invade the Pagdya country.
The Ceylonese readily obliged. In the 9th
year of Sena Il the Ceylon army captured
Madurai, killed Srivallabha and installed
his son on the Madurai throne. In view
of this achievement the Ceylon king Sena
adopted the title . Madhura Dunu®..
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‘According to Mahavaméa this happened
in 860 A.D.

drivallabha was a Marap, son of
Sadaiyap Parintaka  alias Varaguna 1.
Naturally in the stone records we can expect
him as a Sagaiyap Marap. This is con-
firmed by a record coming from Erukkar-
kugi in Ramanathapuram district. The record
is in the 18th year of Sadaiyan Maran
and it explicitly states that the king 1is
Negu Marap Srivallabha®.

‘The interval between 7¢8, the accession
date of Varagupa 1, and 860 the last date
of his son Srivallabha is 92 years. Among
the several Sadaiyap Maraps, Srivallabha
is the only Sagdaiyap Mairap who could
bave ruled maximum number of years. A
record which comes from Sippamanir
belongs to Sagaiyap Marap and it is in
his 46th year’*. In view of the high regnal
year it is assigned to him. Evidenily he
should have come to the throne around
815 A.D. and this date is tentatively taken
as his accession date subject to minor
adjustment  depending  upon  future  dis-
coveries.

Mairap Sadaiyap alias Varagupa I
(No. 10) and Sadaiyap Paridntaka Vira
Narayapa (No. 11) were the sons of Sri-
vallabha by his two queens. Varagupa
counts his reign from 8§63 A.D. In the
Dajavaypuram copper plates, year 45,

- Parantaka Vira Nardyapa accepts his elder

brother Varagunpa as his overlord®®. He states
“that he issued that cbarter when Varaguga,
i his overlord, the devotee of Lord Siva,
'was protecting the world. He further

,states  that in. the Seppilam battle he
| v
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defeated the prince who was born prior
to him. That elder brother could not be
Varagupa because in the charter itself
Parantaka Vira Nardyaga accepts Varagupa
as his overlord. In the circumstances we
have to infer that there should havg been
another prince either younger or elder to
Varagunpa and he should have been
supported by the Ceylonese.

The Sanskrit poem Pdpdyakulodaya
states that Varagupa was driven out by
his brother and he was wandering in the
forest*. There he met Saint Manikkava-
chakar with whose blessings he drove out
his brother from Madura and got back
his kingdom. This information satisfactorily
fits into the accounts of Mahavarmsa which
states that the prince (son) of the Papdya
king was installed on the throne in 860.
This prince should have ruled from 8€0
to 863 A.D. Most probably he was Vira
Papdya (No.9) whom the contemporary
Kodgumbalar chief Pudi Vikramakesari
claims to have defeated®™.

Varaguna was not crowned by his
father. He got the kingdom by his valour.
This is confirmed by a record which comes
from Perumbul}i’®. It states that the chief
Paljivelap Nakkap Pullap defeated Simhala
Rajar at Seppilamm and helped his overlord
Varaguna Maharajar in many ways. The
date of this battle should be around
863 A.D. when Varaguna defeated his brother
and the Ceylon king and mounted the
Madurai throne. ‘

A record which comes from Aivar-

- malai*® belongs to Varagupa II. It quotes

$aka year 792 expired and the regnal year 8.
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The data indicate the commencement  of
his reign from 863 A.D. Three records
which come from the villages Lalgudi,
Tiruve]lagai and Javantindthapuram intro-
dice the king as Marap Sagdaiyap. They
state that the Papgya king Varagupa gave
money in the hands of the officer Apdanédttu
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Veéjap for burning perpetual lamps in the
temples. In all the records the regnal year
is quoted as 4+49. They also supply
astronomical data. The records are tabulated
below. The dates confirm the accession
year as 863. A.D.

TABLE |
" Serial Record No., . Dat
. Number Village King, year and data ate
1. S 1.1, X1V, No. 12 Marap Sadaiyap, year 4-+9, 14th November,
Tiruvellarai month Virchika, Monday 875 A.D.
and star Aévati.
2. E.I, XXXIII, No. 6 Marap Sadaiyan, year 449, - 5th December,
Javantinathapuram  month Dhanus, Monday and 875 A.D.
star Avittam
3. S.1.1, X1V, 12B Mirayp Sadaiyap, year 449, 6th December,
Lalgudi month Dhanus, Tuesday and 875 A.D.

star Sadayam.

A record which comes frcm Tillaistha-
pam in Thanjavur district (Chadla-mapda-
lam) is in the fourth year of Mayap
Sadaiyap”. In-the rccord Marap Sadaiyap
states that his quecn (Nampirattiyar) and
Kop-Parantakapar gifted money for burning
a -sacred lamp called Varagupa Maharajar.
The record evidently belongs to Varaguna 11
and it is dated 866-67 A;D. Kop-Paranta-
kapdr is no doubt Parantaka Vira Nara-
yapa, the younger brother of Varaguga,
and he is called ‘Kop’ which means ‘king’.
This clearly shows that Varagupa himself
crowned his younger brother. This is the
earliest record in which the younger brother
figures as a prince. In the circumstances
we can safely surmise that Pardntaka Vira .

Nardyana was crowned probably -in 8§66
A.D.

We have already seen that in 860 A.D.
the Ceylonese killed Srivallabha and ip-
stalled his son Vira Pigdya on the Madurai
throne. . Varagupa by bhis strength and

- valour drove out his elder brother from

Madurai and got his kingdom. The Perum--
bulli record states that the chief Pa]jivelan
defeated the Simhala Rajar at Seppilam
and helped his overlord Varaguga in many
ways. The Ceylon king was defeated in
the Papdya country. Probably. he should

have been there helping Vira Pagdya but Vara-

gupa was victorious. The date of the Seppi.
lam battle should be around 863 A.D. from
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which date Varagupa counts his reign. His
younger brother Parantaka Vira Nardyapa

helped Varagupa in this crucial battle.

“This is evident from the Dajavaypuram

copper plates in which Parantaka Vira Nara-
yaga states tha in the Seppilam battle
he defeated the king ( Vél-vendan) who was

born prior to him. Probably in view of

this help Varagunpa crowned his younger
brother Parantaka Vira Nardyaga in 866 A.D.

Before proceeding further we should

~know why the first son of Srivallabha

!

;

|

sought the help of the Ceylon king. In
the present state of our knowledge of the
source materials Wwe have no means of
knowing the reason for the internal trouble
in the royal family. We can only make
a reasonable surmise. In the Dajavaypuram
copper plates, after referring 1o his elder
brother Varaguna as his overlord, Parantaka
Vira Nardyapa introduces bis own mother
Akkala Nimmagi and her parents belonging

_ to. the family of the Pottappi Cholas. After
mentioning  his  mother, - Vira Nardyaga

states that he defeated the king who was
born prior to him. From these statements
we can infer that probably Srimira Sri-
vallabha had three queens. Vira Papdya

-was probably the eldest son by the second

queen and Varagupa was the son of the
chief-queen.  Parantaka Vira Nardyapa
was the son of the last queen. As per the
custom Srimira Srivallabha probably wished
to crown Varagupa the son of the chief-
queen. Being epraged at the supersession
the eldest son Vira (by the second queen)
should have turned to Ceylon for help.
Even though he was successful in his initial

- move, ultimately Varagupa bccame victorious.

The fate of Vira is not known.

29

Varaguga became the master of Papdi-
maggdalam. He extended his authority in
Choja-maggalam also. Records of Varaguga
are available in Thanjavur district the seat
of the traditional Chola-magdalam. In the
year 888 A.D., in the Tiruppurampiyam
battle, the Chola king Aditya and the Pedlava
king Aparéjita defcated Varagupa. This
was a major set back in the life of Vara-
gupa. He retired from active politics and
entrusted the administration of the kingdom
with his younger brother Parantaka Vira
Narayaga whose descendants also ruled in
the later period. The Dalavaypuram
copper plates of Vira Nardyana were issued
in his 45th year when his elder brother
Varagupa was also alive. Probably 910
A.D. was the last date of the brothers.

In the stone records of this period
Varaguga is called Marap Sadaiyap alias
Varagupa Mahardja. Certain records of
this period quote the pame of the king
as Marap Sadaiyap only. This prompts
the epigraphists to assign these records to
Varagupa. We must remember here that
his younger brother Parantaka Vira Nara-
yanga is also a Sagdaiyap as evidenced by
the Sippamapiir copper plates. Naturally
he should also be a Marap Sagdaiyan.
Therefore the records of this period which
bear the name Marap Sadaiyap only may
belong either to Varagupa or his younger
brother Pardntaka Vira Nar@yaga. Iaternal

‘evidence alone can help us in identifying

the king who caused the inscription to be
engraved. For example the Kajugumalai
rock inscription belongs to Marap Sagdaiyap
year 35 plus 7. (S.717,vol. XIV,42). It
states that a brdhmanpa gifted gold for
burning lamps in the temple. The record
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states that the charity should be wunder
the protection of the soldiers of Parantaka
and - the sacred rock (Parantaka virarum
tirumalai virarum), Evidently the record
is to be assigncd to Parantaka Vira Nara-
yaga and it is dated 908 A.D. Where the
kijpg is not identified we can simply state
that the record belongs to either Vara-
gupa of accession 863 or Parantaka Vira
Narayapa - of accession 866. Since the
difference in the accession years is only
four, it will not do any harm in the
investigation of the records concerning
religion, social, cultural and other aspects
of the studies of this period. :

.. In the Dajavaypuram copper plates
Parantaka  Vira Narayaga states that
Varagupa was a staunch devotee of Lord
Siva. He says that Varagupa, who in his
heart madc Lord Siva Pinakapani (who
has the Pindka bow in hand) to reside
happily, is protccting the world. Maipikka-
vachakar scived as a  minister under
Varaguns. Later he became a Saivite saint.
In  his. poem Tirukkovaiyar the saint
Mapikkavachakar praises Varagupa as a
worshipper of Lord Nataraja of Chidam-
baram. Saint. Pattinattar (10th century)
states that Varaguna gifted his queen to
Lord .Siva of the Tiruvidaimarudir temple.

He says that Varaguga of laudable com-
passion willingly gifted his davi who had,

beautiful curled hair to Lord Siva of the
Tiruvidaimarudur temple (puri kujal déviyai
parivudan kodutta periya apbin Varaguna
devar ..., Could it be the reason for the
absence ;-of a heir apparent ($on) to

Varaguga ? Again could it be the reason

for entrusting the administration of the
kingdom . with his younger brother Parantaka
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Vira Nirayapa whose descendants alone
figure in the later period?

In the words of saint Pattinatiar,
Varaguna willingly gifted his wife to Lord
Siva. (of the temple).. This 1eminds us the
story of lyar-pakai-Nayandr of the Tamil
epic Periyapuranam. It states that one
day Lord Siva in the guise of a Saivite
devotee, came to Iyar-pakai-Ndyanar and
demanded the latter’s wife. Iyar-pakai-
‘Nayanar did not kncw that He was Lord
Siva. He thought that a gift to a Saivite
devotee was a service to Siva. Therefore
he. willingly gifted his wife to the Saivite
devotee ....... Could it be a Kdpdlika cuit?
If this was. so, was Varaguna a follower
of Kapalika school? It needs deep study.

Mairavarmap Rajasimha (No. 12) was
the son of Parantaka Vira Narayapa. In
the stone records he figures as Sagdaiyap
Marap and scme of his records are
identified. Rajasimha was alwo called
Mainpabbarana. This is evident fiom three
rccords of Parantaka Chola I of accession
907. The records come from three villages
Tiruchattugai, Tillaisthdanam and Tiruppa-
lanam situated in- Thanjavur district, the

~ uraditional Chbl'a-.magga]am’. The records

are in the 5th, 8th and 9th years of
Parantaka Chola and they are dated 911-12,

914-15, and 915-16 A.D. They state that

the servant of the queen of the Papgya

king Manabharanar son of Parantakan-
; Parantakan Manabharapanar)
gifted gold to the temple for burning!
lamps. The dates indicate that Réjasimha

(Pandyanar

alias Manabharaga commenced hijs reign
frgm 910 A'D. which was the last date
of his fathcr. The three records also

'~
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indicate that at the time of writing these
records there was cordial relationship
between the Papdyas and the Cholas. This
did not last long. In the year 9!9, Parén-

taka Chola defeatcd the combined forces

of.the Pandya and the Ceylonese®, Later
Parantaka Chola invaded  the Pandya
country and defeatcd Rajasimha who fled
to Ceylon*. The cvent is to be placed
in 927 A.D. from which year the records of
Parantaka Chola ranging from his 20th to
40th regnal year are freely available in
the southern most part of the Pandya
country®s. The Sippamapur plates of Raja-
simha were issued in his 16th year and
this fits into his reign 910 to 927 A.D.
The Ceylon chronicle Mahavamsa states
that Rajasimha left Ceylon wentto Kerala
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and died there after sometime.

The records of Vira Papdya (No. 14) the
son of Rajasimha are available. In the stone
records he bears the cpithet solan talai
konda which means ‘‘he who took the
head of the Chala”. The earliest record
in which the epithet appears is in year
6 and the last*® is in year 20. Vira
Pigdya killed Uttamadili the last son of
Parintaka Choja and adopted this title®”. He
was also called Cholantaka (god of death
to the Choja). A comparative study of
the records tabulated below reveals thatin
the stone records, upto the middle of the
6th year, he was a Marap Sadaiyap and
in the later records he appears as Vira
Pindya who took the head of the Chola.

TABLE No. 2
Scrial : Regnal Internal
Number Reference Name of the king " year evidence
1 Sivakasi copper . Sagdaiyap Vira Piapgdya 3  The minister
plates Iyyakkum Selvan
Kanaiyar Palli
Tepnavan Uttara-
mandiri figures.
2 S.I.1., vol. XIV, 80, Vira Pandya ‘who took 8 The above minister
footnote 2 the head of the Chola’ figures.
3 T.4.S., vol. 1V, Maray Sadaiyap 2+1 -do-
No. 24
4 S.1.1., vol. X1V, 4 Marap Sadaiyap 4 Officer Poliytir
Nattu Araiyan
Marap Achap
figures
5 S.I.I, vol. X1V, 5 Marap Sadaiyap Year § ~do-~
day 593
6 S.1.1,, vol. X1V, 79 Vira Pagdya who 7 _ :
.l took the head of called Cholantaka
'l the Chola Pallavaraiyan
T T A.S.,vol.11I No 24 ~do- 1341 ~do-
\,
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In the first three records the same
minister figures. The officer who figures
in 4 and S also figures' in.6.and 7 in
which he -borrows the title Chojantaka of
Vira Pipgdya. The table clearly shows

that.

1) Vira Pagdya of Sivakasi copper plates
is to be identified with Vira Pandya
‘who took the head of the Chaja’

2) Up to the middle of the . 6th year,
the stone records introduce . him as

Marap Sadaiyan. In the later part
of bis sixth year he.killed the Chdla

prince Uttamaéili and adopted the title
‘who took the head of the Chdla.

The Sivaka$i copper plates state that Vira
Pagdya was a Sagaiyap and Ménabharapa
was his father. We have already seen that
Riajasimha (910-927 A.D.), was called
Mainabharaga and cvidently he was the
father of Vira Papdya. Rajasimha 'was a
Mijavarmag. Vira is a Sadaiyap. Natu-
rally his stone records introduce him as
Mairap Sagaiyan. The copper plates further
state that Srivallabha was the great grand-
father of Vira. This Srivallabha figures
as No.8 in the genealogical table. ‘

It is a known fact that Vira Papdya
was killed by the Chola king Aditya
Karikdla and the latter adopted the title
“Vira Papdyan talai kopda” ie. who took
the head of Vira Pagdya. The Tiruvalangagu
copper plates of Rajendra Chdla - state that
the young prince Aditya Karikila killed
Vira Pangdya. The inference is that the
Chola prince prior the his accession took
active part in the battle and killed Vira
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Pandya. Aditya Karikala came to the
throne in 960 A.D. and he should have
killed Vira sometime prior to this date®
The records of Vira Pagdya upto year 20 are
available. His 20th year should be prior
to 960. A record which -comes from
Ambisamudram belongs® to Vira Pagdya
and it is in year 12. The record quotes
month Mithuna and solar eclipse. A solar
eclipse in Mithuna in the 12th year of
Vira Pipdya could be expected prior to
952 AD. It did occur on 18th June

950 A.D. Applying the Indian calendar .

system we get the equation.

12th year = Mithuna 950 A.D.
10th year "= Mithuna 938 A.D.
Ist year = Mithuna 939 A.D.

Vira Papdya came to the throne
between Mithuna 938 A.D. and Mithuna

-939. A.D. Record No. 3 of the table No. 2

abOve bears the mname Marap Sadaiyag
and it no doubt belongs to Vira Papgya.
The record quotes the date as year 2 plus 1,
month Karkataka, This statement clearly
shows that the accession month of Vira
Pagdya was Karkataka. Between Mithuna
938 A.D. and Mithuna 939 A.D. Karkataka

falls in 938 A.D. only. Vira Pandya came °

to the throne in the month Karkataka in
the ycar 938 A.D. In other words he came
to the throne between the 25th June and
the 25th July 938 A.D. -

Two  records
Ukkirankottai belong to Réjasimha dated
11th and 15th year. The records siate that
the willage Karavandapuram is situated in
KaJakkudi-nagu®. Another record which

which come from
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comes from the same village belongs to
Vira ‘Pandya who took the head of the
Choja and it is in his 15th year. The
record states that tlie village Karavanda-
puram is sitvated in Papdimarttagda-vala-
nagut. Evidently Pdndimdritanda Was the
title of Vira Papdya. This is confirmed
by another record of Vira Pandya and it
comes from Perunkulam®. Vira Papdya
was. also called Vira Kérajan. This is
evident from his Apaiy@ir record, year 10,
dated 943 A.D. The record mentions the
royal seat called ‘Vira Keralan’ put up in
the palace called ‘Manabharapan Tiru-
ma]igai® in Mangalapuram®. (The palace
is called in the surname of the father of
Vira Pagdya). Sivakadi copper plates state
that the mother of Vira Pagdya was the
daughter of a Kerala king. Naturally
Vira Pandya adopted the title Vira Kerajan
from his motiher’s side. The city Cholan-
taka-Chaturvedimangalam in the surname
of Vira Papdya existed near Madurai. A
Vishpu temple called Vira Keraja devar
in the surname of Vira Papdya also existed
in the village Cho}antaka-Chaturvedimanga-
lam. (Today the village is called Sola-
vandan).

The Sivakasi copper plates state that the
Sundara Pangya was the elder brother of Vira
Pandya. Sundara died in his teen age.
After his death a sepulchre temple was
built over his mortal remains by Vira Pandya
and it was under the management of the
Pasupata Saivites called ‘“Maha Vratins.”
The temple is situated at Pallimadam. The
records engraved on the bases and the walls
of the central shrine belong to Vira Pandya
and they contain his epithet. In the
records the temple is called Pajjippadai
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temple (sepulchral) Sundara Pandya I$varam.
A lone record® which comes from the
north wall belongs to Sadaiyap Maran
year 2, It mentions the temple as Sundara
Pipdya Iévaram. The name Pajjippadai is
absent. [Evidently Sagaiyan Magap of this
record was a successor to Vira Pandya.
Recently, a record of Sagaiyan Maran
year 2 is found at Tirupplivagam‘. It
mentions Rajasimhakulam which was con-
structed by Rajasimha. The record men-
tions an officer called Virandrayana Vira
Pipdya Vinai Mardyan. Viranarayana was
the surname of Vira Papdya"’. This officer
served under Vira Piapdya and also his
successor Sadaiyap Mirap. A record which
comes from Tiruppugdaimarudir is in the
2+418th (20th) year of Sadaiyan Marap®,
It mentions the headman of the village
called Vira Pangya ... ... kkam, a hamlet of
Malaiya Madévipuram in Pandimarttapda-
valanidu. Pandimarttdnda was the surname
of Vira Papdya, Evidently Sadaiyap Marap
of this record was a Jater king.

The above records show that the
successor of Vira Papgdya wasa Sadaiyap
Magap. Vira Papdya is a Sadaiyap.
Naturally his son should be a Marap and
in the above records his son figures with
the name Sadaiyap, Mirap. Inthe Amba-
samudram record of Vira Papgdya year 12
an officer called Vikrama Pandya Mivenda-
velan figures. A record which comes from
Kuttalam belongs to Raja Raja Cholal,
year 20, corresponding to 105 A.D. The
record mentions a village called Vikrama
Papdyanalltr'’. Probably Vikrama Papgya
was the son of Vira Pagdya and in the
records he figures as a Sadaiyap Marap. His
accession and terminal dates are not known.
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Successors of Vira Pandya

 We surmised that Sadaiyap Marap
Vikrama Piapdya was the son of Vira
Papdya. Sadaiyavarman Srivallabha of
‘tirumagal jayamagal® Tamil prasast! ruled
from 1014 to 1031 A.D. In the vyear
1021 A.D., Rajendra Chdla drove out
Srivallabha from Madurai and installed
his second son Sundara Chéla Pandya on the
Madurai throne. Srivallabha was ruling
in the Tirunelveli area®®. His Tiruvalidvaram
record® is in the year 17 corresponding to
1031 A.D. It is said that the record was
engraved by the stone engraver Parikrama
Pangya-peruntachchan., Probably a Para--
krama Pandya existed prior to the time
of Srivallaba, A record of Rédja Rija the
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great coming from Seviir in North Arcot
district®* is in the year 20, corresponding to
1005 A.D. The Tamil prasasti of the record
states that the king defeated the Pagpdyas,
destroyed Madurai and had the epithets
Tenna Pardkrama and Kirti  Parakrama
Choja. These facts prompt us to surmise
that Pardkrama Pagdya was the contem-
porary of Raja Raja. Probably Parakrama
Piandya was the father of Srivallaba. The
position occupied by Pardkrama Papdya
makes him a Maravarmap. If this under-
standing is correct and since the dates are
also very close we may not be far wrong
if we surmise that Pardkrama Pandya was
probably the grandson of Vikrama Pandya.
On the basis of this surmise the tentative
genealcgy 1s given below.

(14) Vira Pandya ‘who took the head of the Chola’

(938-959 A.D.)
(15) Marap \l/ikrama Pandya
(16) Sacjaiya;{ (not identified)
(17) Marap P[arékrama Pandya
|

(15) Sz'igluiyan Srivallabha Pagdya (1014-1031 A.D.)
(tirumagaj jayamaga] Tamil Prasasti)
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