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THE WONDER THAT WAS A. L. BASHAM

WITH the death in Calcutta in January 1986 of Professor
A. L. Basham, the world of Indology has lost a giant and
the people of India a great and dear friend.

Students travelied from all over the world to study
under him. He was the single most important teacher for
understanding India for two generations and that impact will
be {felt for many more vyears. His contribution to Indology
was enormous in many fields. He guided more Ph.D. students
in Indian studies than any other scholar of his day. Well over
a hundred theses on ancient Indian history, politics, archaeo-
logy, religion and culture were produced under his supervision.
His book, "The Wonder that Was India", was the standard text
in universities throughout the world and among the general
public as well. He was a distinguished leader in the Asian
academic and learned societies and served on many of their
councils. He wrote numerous articles, hundreds of forewords
to books and many hundreds more book reviews.

Born in the English countryside in 1914, Arthur Llewelyn
Basham was proud of his rural origin. He identified himself
with ordinary folk for whom he had genuine respect. He easily
felt the sting of any wrods or actions which offended their
sensitivity or dignity.

A distinguished American Professor of Hindi was once
giving a lecture in a large auditorium of an American University.
Dr. Basham was in the audience. "When speaking to servants
and other inferiors,” the speaker insisted, "one should not
use the polite forms, but simply commands®. Basham bristled.
In a loud whisper easily heard for several rows, he growled,
"He may be right from some points of view, but 1 thoroughly
disapprove." Raising his voice louder, Basham announced:
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n 1

irlneal:;/ays find that people appreciate polite speech and I
'n to continue speaking to servants that way!" The lecturer

paused and did not return to the subject again.

Praise for Gypsies

o onelnofhxsh last years, Prof. Basham turned his attention
° L the most scorned of India's common people - the
Egizpol:es. o ethrehshed thelr_ harmless hoaxes and praised them
tions. Drawing on his. extenive. hiveorseot sd. Tacuisees s
. ‘ : ' Istorical and linguistic abili-
:;xe:i’r hgotnr]z;i?d wthe(;r migrations through Europe a%d compared
o oman ords with Sanskrit, Greek and English. He
ose who abused the gypsies, venting his strongest

outrage against the Nazis wh
. o murdered i
the slightest protest from world opinion. hem en masse without

Prof. Basham was a i

} : profound lin

ing and learning several Indian |

| : . an languages. He was a i

;TJaSzr;skr}_xlt anld Pali, Bengali, Hindi and other Defncaogrgfihsl:?\d
ges. He also knew several European languages, includiné

Greek and Russian. Indeed
' . he began hij i i
before moving to the study ’of anciegnt Indlisa.Career % @ linguist

guist and enjoyed speak-

H .

pompous,e :’:j E(lzopleasa.nt Iconoclast and delighted in debunking

as a professor ofnl\_/ﬁntlonal theories. In his inaugural lecture
Istory at the School of Oriental and African

Studies of the Universi
by observing ersity of London, he deflated the occasion

tha ’
and called it "ant he saw no particular meaning to history
and authoritaria academic amusement". He disliked centralism
Smith's contentjg,l,sm In all its forms. He debunked Vincent
were ha in the Oxford History of India th i
PPY under centralis ia that Indians

e
was no support for such a vie\sj rules and asserted that there

"Bluff and good luck®

When a well-know

sponsored a major N Indian

academic pubpolmCian and philanthropist

lication, prof. Basham Wwas
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asked to review it. Noting the politician's photograph as
the frontispiece, Basham dryly observed: "It is a pity that
he could not have taken a lesson from Sir Christopher Wren
and have allowed his work to stand as his monument rather
than his photograph."

Whenever he was introduced to audiences with the
usual superlatives, he was fond of beginning by saying that
he had achieved his reputation "through bluff and a lot of
good luck."

His first book, based on his Ph.D. thesis, was on the
"History and Doctrines of the Ajivakas" - a book he wryly
noted was still in stock in the first edition. His crowning
achievement in writing was "The Wonder that Was India"
- a book he authored to replace another scholar who was
unable to do the writing. It was a multi-faceted, grand sweep
of a great civilisation which Prof. Basham never ceased to
admire, "The Wonder" went through nearly 15 editions and
was translated into several languages. Dr. J. F. Leddy, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Windsor in Canada, called
it "a benchmark of historical writing” and it was at least
that. It became the standard text in courses on Iindia around
the world. Modelled in part on the pattern of his own teacher,
Dr. L. D. Barnett's "Antiquities of India", Prof. Basham used
his linguistic skills to break new ground in translations from
the classical texts. In a flowing low-keyed style using primarily
original texts and sources, Indian history became vibrant
from the Indus valley civilisation through the medieval empires.
But his interests were wider than history.

"The Wonder" provides insightful chapters on political
ideas and institutions, society, religions of India, arts, language,
literature and everyday life in villages and towns. The final
chapter focussed on a theme to which he would always return -
"The World's Debt to India'. with the completion of "The
Wonder that Was India" in 1954, A. L. Basham, at the age
of 40, had established himself as one of the leading scholars

in the field.

The flow of students became a continuous stream.
Even after his retirement, he continued to supervise students
and several were studying under him at the time of his death.
The work of many of his students became standards in the
field. They themselves exercised a profound ipflugnce on
the course of Indology as well as academic studies In India.
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of theH:stéudents include Pr'of. R. S. Sharma, former member
politics: Profanlgl author of important works on ancient Indian
Univers9it .d Rema} Bose, Vice-Chancellor of Visva Bharati
widely k?’\;\:n . omila Thapar of Jawaharlal Nehru University,
g Scor:s or her history of anicent India and study of
Pakistan g Sm.ore are heads of department in Bangladesh,
A ri Lanka. ngeral are leading professors 1n

ican and Canadian universities. In West Asia, lIsrael,

Eurone, Mexico, S i
; outh E . .
are to be found. ast Asia and Australia, his students

fions /-\MTr‘\I'?:ggc?:Slt of h;sA academic life was at two institu-
o ity ot Lon(; of Oriental and African Studies of the
riversity of Pro;).n Baar;?]ar:\ewgss};a!ian National University
. . . V . .
x:::\éirtsx:teth:roughout' the world. For sgsgratloyega::: hgoruerS:Jelsar‘lrv1
poght at B n;re's AHmdu University where both his stﬁdent/
- A. K. Narain and Prof. Lallanji Gopal, had becomsé

heads of the De .
) partment of Ancient i
American Universities, India. He taught at various

including the Uni '
Last -1E3, g niversity of Wisc i
_ year he was visiting professor at the Universi onsin.
in Canada. ersity of Toronto

Extraordinary

As i -
Remarkablael:n ?ﬁsge?'c Supervisor, he was truly extraordinar
was for his studeg his encyclopaedic knowledge of lnd)L/z;
They will rem Nts, that was not his most impressive quality
and generosity.e?\tf)::y thrlrjld moreh for his boundless kq'mdnez;
favourite - ent thought he was P asham'
but throug;ndng\zra;nsd'he or she was. Not throuéﬁf.cfsr?tsir]c‘ii?ms
building  di ~ending  encouragement i '

g did he draw the best fromgthem Nzcgr \f/Oa:fl;ience-

. e 100

; of his stud
making "su . udents or to go over i
BEEStions" here and  there, %e writingthe;r work
- assages

or providing ref
erences for {foot .
work, he found something to prais:mes. Even in their poorest

a new stude offering on ancj & it

It wasn't evzrt\ i;;emd Sguﬂ; East Asia ::::32; l?r?ldhne politice.

nothing. It '+ Frot. Basham Jo i L paper

The gigrl anthEl;e Cétl);xously InComplete c:::jd ol; Tc\)/er e
ss i ; w

upto the class. "Thjs" waited. Finally Basham standard.

o i : held the

handwrit . he said, "is paper

have t‘héng{, It is a pleasure to read g orrPic Of beautiful
€ginnings of some ve 3 paper like this. You

Ty interesting ideas. | look
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forward to more of your papers." The girl was thrilled. She
did produce better work in her next paper.

When he became President of the section on India for
the 26th .International Congress of Orientalists held in New
Delhi in 1964, an awkward young Indian scholar presented
his paper to the audience of world Indologists. The paper
was sadly deficient. It was roundly criticised by some of
the leading Indologists of the country. lgnoring their remarks,
Basham concluded the session observing to the student: "You
have provided us with a most interesting paper which has
stimulated some of the great scholars of this country to take
notice of it. I encourage you to keep on with your good work."
Later in the day, 1 asked him why he made such a remark
on such an obviously poor paper. "Dear boy," he said gently,
vthat fellow will have enough people criticising him. A word
of encouragement is always valued and harms no one." And
so he believed and acted.

He was genuinely fond of his students and often carried
around a list of all their names in his breast pocket years
after they had become established. In turn, their affection
for him was rich and abundant. They vied for the honour
of his presence and savoured the quiet predictable kindness
that he freely bestowed.

Larger message

Prof. Basham was a distinguished member of most
of the leading acadeinic societies in his field. He helped found
the International Association of Buddhist Studies and only
a tew years ago organised a new international learned society
n another arca of deep personal interest - The International
Association tor the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine.
But it was for the Royal Asiatic Society that he had the
strongest attachment. For most of his academic life he was
a Fellow, a member of the Council and contributed years
of articles and book reviews. It was fitting that he should
have spent his last year as Professor of Oriental Studies
at the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, designing an encyclopaedia
of Indology.

It is trite to say that Prof. Basham's death st the age
of 72 leaves a vacuum in Indology that cannot be filled -
but it is so. His insight, integrity, kindness, generosity and
knowledge gave him a rare place among .scholars and among
men.



182

He frequently closed his | i

! etters to friends s
Et.\;fetchnonately yours"..That I think, was his largaer message
to the people of Ipdla, his students, all who knew him and

ose who feel this deep and overflowing sorrow.

ying, "ever

J. W. Spellman

India Past and Present

Courtesy: The Hindu - Who Was Who - February 10, 1986.

Thanks are also due
) to Dr. Spellman issi ;
this memorial article. P for permission to reprint

Editor

IDEAS IN HISTORY*
B. Sheik Ali

FEW moments come in the life of a person when he
feels how gracious others are, and how grateful he should
be to those who shower on him an unsolicited honour, which
he never imagined he deserved. I find myself today in an
embarrassing position when my colleagues, despite my short-
comings, even to the extent of not being a regular participant
in the historic sessions of this august body, elected me to
the highest honour any historian in India could aspire after.
Hence, it is my first duty to acknowledge with deepest sense
of gratitude the honour you have done me in elevating me
to the position of the General President of this Forty-Seventh
Session of the Indian History Congress, here at Srinagar,
in Kashmir.

This session is historic for more reasons than one.
The Congress is meeting for the first time in Kashmir of
enchanting beauty, the gift of God to India, the veritable
paradise on earth with the protective umbrella of the roof
of the world, to reflect and meditate on issues that have
confronted man ever since he gained historical consciousness.
Kashmir was perhaps at no time more significant to us than
at present, as it stands at the cross-roads of forces that
are shaping the destiny of nations, whether it is China or
Russia or Afghanistan or Pakistan or India. To Indians in
general and to historians in particular Kashmir offers the
beacon light to resurgent India in terms of our secular values,
composite culture, liberal outlook, commungl harmony_and
national fervour. This is our show-piece to display the finest
tlowers of Indian renaissance which resisted the philosophy
of two nation theory. This is the crucible to test the solidarity
of our social structure, the solidity of our political institutions,
and the profundity of our humanistic aproach. Finally, K_ashr_nir
was the only region in our past that produced a historian
of the order of Kalhana, the equal of whom is difficult to
find in the pages of ancient India. Hence my special thanks

*Presidential address delivered at the Indian History Congress,
47th Session, October 7-9, 1986,sat Kashmir University, Srinagar.
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:(oasrt]rrur?ie wl’:jo conceived the idea of holding the Session in
+ and more so to those who accepted the idea and

braved the ordeal of hosti i i
' ' ing the Indian Hist
(IHC) Session, which has become a mighty affairfs ory Congress

w
a century ought to feel happy that during its nearly half
i stirring the | ence HC has rendered yeoman service
to take up SCierr:lgfg'matxon of our scholars, stimulating them
a national direct] ific study of history, and in giving them
past. A new tréﬁg tr? 3 rational presentation of our historical
addresses are. them as emerged lately that the Presidential
volume and the chz?acc’teassugmng the proportion of a mini
direction. The office of tr:e %enirsat;\r-ﬁp;ler in a particular
on 1tself one inexorable demand esioent

office, namely an intensive home-w
N e . ne-work to produce i
r:;:d lgilsa\:e?su?:dress’ which is perhaps P(:arried at?oemxehargtl;:
carefully writte;\ 2r Leferred to when necessity arises, but
of historicat scholo h_reak some ice in the frozen rigi:dities
ventured to cho arship. Following the same tradition, | hav
address. heni ose the theme of "Ideas in Histor ..’f N
» hoping 1t would be of some interest to {’111 grf e
us.

[ of IHC imposes
» In an otherwise undemanding

What 1 intend doi i
. ) oing is to touch

of his on the
bothlirtwo?hceal\’/?sc;ught’\vand survey the march of idgzge;nalhitsrtend
) ern World and in Indi i or
in res| P . 1a. Obviousl i Lo
. pect of India is a little longer as | Y the discussion

cient, medieval It relates to both

and i
modern times. 1 have touched such

topics as what th
/ € manner and i
what the historical thou matter of history should be:

o h .
principles applied and ght stands for; how are the historical

: interpreteds i
our ideas; how are these preted; what is the genesis of

they influence other beli .o tiong: opodopted; how do
create; what  prop eliefs and actions; what tensions they
ideas they leud o m; they generate; and what further ne\z'
the historian. aug h.is :ese are some of the issues linked to
more in the spiris of,raft. I wish to say something on them
solutions 1o theen, My s ;l)rovokmg your thought than offerin
is to indicate tha O'€ purpose in undertaking this exercisg

T a historj i
also a poet of the mind. rlan is a statesman of ideas as

Ideas in History 185

Let me start with a few general observations. History
unites the objective side with the subjective. It comprehends
what has happened with narration of what happened. This
union of two functions is of higher order, which differentiates
history from other sciences. Unlike in a study, say Physics,
where the knowledge of the physical world alone is involved,
in history we have four different meanings. It refers to a
kind of knowledge, a kind of literature, an actual sequence
of events in time and their cumulative impact on human
behaviour, which may lead to progress we call civilisation.
The point is that the taw of nature is conditioned to a set
plan, but in history there is greater complexity which exceeds
that of nature. The cow grazes green grass today but gives
white milk tomorrow. At least this phenomenon is constant
in nature, but in history Brutus is friendly today but not
tomorrow. Therefore we have not merely to narrate what
has happened but also to comprehend why it happened, which
is more difficult. Since the historian is both an investigator
and a story-teller, he is both a scientist and a poet, thus
uniting in himself the subjective and the objective.

Our complexity arises because of "ideas in history".
The world is ruled by ideas. There are two groups of ideas,
the practical and the philosophical. The man who makes history
clubs them together to make the machine move towards
progress. The man who writes history has to analyze these
ideas and indicate their proportions which go to form the
organic whole that constitutes history. Practical ideas get
filtered through human will to result in realities. They are
at the base of the happenings, and they influence human
affairs. Such ideas as’ ecclesiastical or temporal supremacy,
divine right of kings or the common will, colonialism or
nationalism, socialism or individualism, controlled democracy
or full liberty, have all been translated in history as practical
ideas through human will. The ltalians supported the totalitarian
ideas of Mussolini as they seemed to satisfy their ego. These
ideas lasted only as long as the Italians thought they were
useful, and were scrapped when they felt they yielded negative
results. in other words the thinking process of the Italians
made history at a particular point of time, and these thoughts
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were i i i
here t;})j;acjg;acl)f utiﬁas which 1 am making as vital in history.
e historian to examine these ideas in depth,

as does a computer h
) p when iticali i h
il litti , . the stage of criticality is reached

Practical ideas alone
. . : do not make history. Manki
is betrayed by philosophical ideas as well. These areytheoi?élcrﬁ

rather i i is i

rad evaltirc}l?tl'\y p;;lgtlcal. Their basis is not advantage or utility,

Alignmaent mians r::orrectness. Observe India's f_o-reig‘n polic;'.

e blockg ! ave brought us more advantage from either
s. Then we would not have made history; we

would have been cam
Socrater aren © cE followers. Buddha renounced the throne,

' p of hemlock; J

A 5y Jesus went up the 3

o anh;mselé;r]xcoln was shot dead, all because ofp ide';scrtc;ws‘:;
practical at the time, but brought glory to them

philzls?:;iyc.alMiliiigsOfH:gl:i?;lcal interpretation has leaned on
. view of histo

zr of.Toynbeet, or of the Greek idea of fa:z, oorr oc;f GSpeng”l'P:f
xperiment with truth (Satyagraha) or of the, andhiji's

in modern times, have all i . idea of progress
ficant in history.’ a philosophical base, which is signi-

If the historian is a man of intellectual vi
. . OU
ggn;v&ndteors iwlxctih these 1deas._ He would reducge :rywerr]s Ctzmg
battern _ ob):caei dsorrr:e under.lyujg truths. He would synthesise
ot Wour;de through his ingenuity, industry and honesty
Analysis is: b process to fo_rmulate a general principle
Ike anatomy relating to details but synthzsi;

is 1i i . .

hsistlcl)lr('ieanphhyassloltc:)gys :?;Ch, glves us the picture of health. The
. e i ; ‘

which govern the ywholselszfhlS Materlal about some concepts

of life : it. "Synthesis breathes th
e Into dead materials and makes it move as livingebcfg{aer:

It shows hi
the valley oT t:]:e trend of the terrain, the significance of
mountain range". Synthesis is to a historian

what a radar | i
Tt i fada 0{1\5 to a navigator. Speaking of the historian's
e could hardly ignore its significance.

Practical ideas ar i
phical ideas by their € tested by their utility, .and philoso-

to pragmatic tests d"a“dit)’. Practical ideas are subject
permit  synthesis bLtan evade synthesis. Philosophical ideas
Fascism soon faded evade pragmatic tests. The utility of

away, but Croce's philosophy of the spirit
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or Spengler's philosophy of imminence is hard to test, There-
fore, what appears to be desirable is not the synthesis of
the type of which meta historians like Hegel, Marx, Toynbee
and others have done but the synthesis of the interpretative
type such as of Charles Beard, who in his THE RISE OF AMERI-
CAN CIVILIZATION synthesised the Civil War exposing the
conflict between the old rural culture and the industrial culture
of American life, bringing into focus the interplay of economic
factors. This kind of history is being attempted in our country
as well, but it has just begun, and has to go a long way before
all our focal points are fully covered. Knowing the enormousness
of our canvas, the richness of our material and the variety
of forces that interacted in our land, what we have done
is meagre. If 200 years of American history could produce
at least 16 different schools of interpretation, how much
more variety a country of India's size, population, problems
and periods could offer to the historians could well be imagined.
I am not suggesting that we should imitate the Americans
or follow the economic interpretation of Charles Beard, but
only inviting the attention of my colleagues 10 reflect on
the need for interpretative history.

The past is never before us except In our reflective
spirit. It is we who first revive the past in our mind as a
mental picture which becomes in history Asoka or Akbar.
The gulf between the historian and his object is bridged,
and it is done through a kind of thought which establishes
a direct link between the historian's mind and the object
of his study. The object must be such as could be revived
in his mind. Einstein's theory of relativity cannot be revived
in a historian mind. All that could be revived is the general
fact that Einstein has made a marvellous discovery. If atom

‘bomb was dropped on Hiroshima or Nagasaki, the structure

of the bomb cannot be revived in a historian's mind, except
the causes that preceded and the consequences that followed.
This activity is purely mental, based of course on sources,
and hence the point that ideas are central in history. Our
history is rich or poor in proportion to the quality of our
mental activity to use our sources to build either a hut or
a mansion.

It is not necessary that a pre-established harmony should
exist between the historian's mind and its object. What is
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necessary .is th'at the historian's thought must spring from
;he organic unity of historical experience. History writing
is both a science and an art. The solid material of his craft
the sources, ‘must be truthful, but its intelligent use is ar:
art, which originates from the organic unity of his conscience
It ’1\: here that a historian becomes a path-finder, a Hegel;
?h‘ arx, a Kosambi or a Toynbt_ae. Thucydides coming only
Irteen years after Herodotus is a world apart from his
p;edeces;or. Material remains the same, but one is Guiacardini
ltae r\szdmg r?f whose history is a torture and another is Macau:
dy ose history 1s a delight. The value of history would
epend upon what kind of thinking has gone into it.

ing o}.h?:srr\‘ttallsa'::? jche flow of consciousness, but a different
Kind of mental tvity. The flow of consciousness is feeling
hich comes un etrh psychology. You may feel cold in Kashmir,
hieh b Dot 3 iox:\ght, but you wrap yourself in woollen,
ficant in history? btutoutgh:t. igeo:r tiCt;rac:t V::rtapping o
i tor A e ours i
:]sésg'hi ;zecui;anty o.f thought is that it is not );nereil/fcg:sré?(;{]]s{
ness, but sell-consciousness, that generates action. This acti
llj' reynved in a h1§torian's mind, and history takes sﬁalon
tr:js:s;[:cal ltth{nkxng is _quitg different from other types p:f.
»renouncgi.n thls reflective in nature. Buddha thought before
renounc gthee \gprld. It is his thought revived in our mind
Bochts 1o resu ject matter of history, and not any of our
aghts 10 ! ntc))tjj?ceB t(:\e world. u we renounce nobody takes
pone respons,ib'l" uddha Wwas in special circumstances of
Sesition por t}1]mes and his rgnunciation In respect of his
he S ethage .has special meaning. In other words
retlomiiar e umquene'ss of the idea together with itg
» Or reenactment in the historian's mind form an

essential a ; . .

like trymgsgsc: of history. Historical thinking is something
¢ emember a forgotten nam

rom our e, when we demand

memory to brj ;
we try to recall shoul ring back what is forgotten. What

d ; .
to be remembered. be something extraordinary, worthy

Having sai ‘
be, let me %ouc:}d ;:rge;:mg what the matter of history should
craft. ldeas are fundam\znrtna(ire' aSF;,e'CtS that affect historian's
affecte . Inhistory. Hj
inter redtai‘rom y lelter'.s whole view o)fl htirlnStory wquld pe
P lon of historical material js merglny destmy., A'n
a writer's
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explanation of the significance of a series of events, an epoch
or movement. It embodies his own philosophy of life. Hegel
said that every epoch was inspired and dominated by a specific
idea. Each idea affirmed as truth brings also with it an idea
which denies its truth. The positive and the negative wrestle
in a battle, and a new idea emerges. Then the cycle repeats
itself. This is the concept of the thesis, antithesis and synthesis
applied to historical events. This dialetic method was discarded
later as a tool of understanding. But what matters most for
us to remember is that history challenges its disciples to
arrange the ever growing mass of facts in ever changing
patterns, and thus offers limitless scope for keen insight
into the subtle ingenuity of man to present a new drama
of life from age to age.

Success in history writing is directly proportional to
the intellectual power of the writer. It is the special glory
of history that it touches the realm of ideas at more points
than almost any other study. It responds to every new current
of thought. When Darwin came out with his theory of natural
selection, Bagehot was ready to show that in social institutions
and in the animal kingdom the rule of the survival of the
fittest was in operation. Each age was bound by a continuous
force which prompts improvement and progress on the pre;edmg
age. An uninterrupted continuity of progress does exist In
the world under which the weak go to the wall, and the strong
prevail. Bagehot believed that a science of history was possible.
Likewise, when Marx appeared on the scene, he brought about
a radical change in the mind of the historians, who were
ready to accept the interpretation that the mode of production
in economic life primarily determined the general character
of social, political and cultural processes. With every change
in the mode of production, the entire superstructure of the
society undergoes a change. There was a metam.orphic change
in the entire approach to history. Value was defined as labpur
crystallised. The term 'humanism' received new meaning:
the assertion of human dignity the understanding that no
value was greater than himself, the respect for the labour
of man, the faith in his strength and intelligence to produce
goods, and the recognition of those who actua'lly produged
the goods. Marxism claimed that it had estabhshed a link
between humanism and the objective laws of social devglop-
ment. It tried to link humanism with science which aimed
at the solution of concrete problems of social progress.
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. Thus Marx was the first to formulate the economic
interpretation of history declaring the mode of production
to be dominant factor in history. His followers inaugurated
an era of monistic materialism. Lenin's MATERIALISM AND
EMPIRIO-CRITICISM, Bukharin's emphasis on a technological
interpretation of history, and Pokrovsky's monistic materialism
preclude great men as determinants of events. They would
only assert that great men have been facilitated by. certain
social conditions which made their rise possible, and that

these conditions are in turn governed chiefly by economic
tactors.

Without going to examine the validity or otherwise
of these views, my job is simply to assert what a radical
turn ideas could give to historical thought. After 1914 frustra-
tion gripped mankind which felt that "social progress" was
an empty phrase, and that march of man towards "better
conditions" witnessed unprecedented slaughter of humanity.
Not one but two world wars with depression in between offered
no hope to mankind. The fashion of historical philosophies
assumed cosmic character. The idea of the upward spring
towards higher and better life was discarded, and history
was reduced to a series of pulsations, to a kind of a swin
_and a coun.ter-swing of the pendulum, and to a cycle of changg
in_the fashion of summer, autums, winter and spring. Spengler's
DECLINE OF THE WEST, Toynbee's STUDY OF HISTORY
Preto's MIND AND SOCIETY and Sorokin's CULTURE AND’
CULTURAL DYNAMICS were all efforts to explain the genesis
%:owth a.\nq. decay of cultures. Toynbee has warned us o%
dig tpr:):sxglhty that the modern culture might disappear as
He poe Chreelf or the Roma_n or any other earlier culture.
s © 3ra«._te:rlzed the national State as obsolete, mistaken
despotiom c'r;{mnngl entity", 'He says that the militarism and
Ce pousn dw ich it breeds is a threat to the whole future

Ind. He thinks that a world Government' is inevitable,

but its creation w i
ould require a rev i

i . olution.

of history, according to hi ’ ion. Great moments

; are not those when i
were empires
Buddhi::\m’c::u't .thqse when great religions, like Hindl‘.l)ism,

’ ristianity and Islam, emerged on the scene

note. s work DECLINE on g E°are Wh siruck the cosmic
influential, controversial and incisive \a,'c1>-rklss :? em%fdetrr:\e trinr:::
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in the realm of social sciences, pure philosophy and philosophy
of history. To Spengler history offered a repetitive alternation
of liberty and authority, the foxes and the lions. He examined
the past in the search light of rise, growth and decay of
cultures, and passed his verdict on the contemporary European
culture, which he said was on the last leg of its journey.
He came out with his cyclical view of history and the immu-
table law of nature. Cultures are not made to order but are
whimsical which like wild flowers arise with superb aimlessness.
Spengler's main philosophical presuppositions rest on Coper-
nican system of history which consists in a dualistic division
of reality or cosmic energy, into its two main aspects, the
world as history and the world as nature. Nature is that shape
or image in which the man of higher culture synthesises the
impression of his senses. On the other hand, history is the
image which the man of higher culture creates intuitively,
instinctively and then rationally to comprehend the world
around him in relation to his own life.

These two aspects of reality differ from each other
along many lines and lead to different methods of cognition
of the world as history and the world as nature. The world
as history is a living potentiality with life and soul, in a state
of incessant becoming, fulfilling an unique life-course or
destiny, in the time process, passing from the past through
the present to the future, never reversing its direction. On
the other hand the world as nature is a realised actuality,
a thing become, existing in space as a mechznically repeated
necessity of cause and effect. In history there is form, rhythm,
physiognomy and individuality but in nature there is only
quantitative, timeless and mechanical uniformity. According
to Spengler civilisation is the last phase of a culture under
the pressure of organic law of nature. Each culture has its
childhood, youth, manhood, oldage and decay. When the fire
in the culture's soul dies it enters into its last phase, the
civilisation. "They are a conclusion, death following life,
rigidity following expansion; they are an end ... They are
like a worn out giant of the primeval forest, thrust their
branches towards the sky for hundreds or thousands of years,
as we see them in China, India and in the Islamic world."

We may agree or not with his ideas but his analysis
is fascinating in respect of the symptoms he presents of
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From the Renaissance period which inaugurated the
era of enlightenment, there has been a radical changg in
our approach to history, which became secular, non-partisan,
instructive and philosophical. Pragmatism entergd into history
which judged events according to their practical lessons or
values. That led in its turn to the rise of the Utilitarian School
of thought of Bolingbroke, Bentham, Mill and Macaulay. They
held the view that the adoption of ethical principles in state
policy was not as important as the intention to improve the
conditions of the people. Rationalism was introduced even
into the theological fields giving us a picture of history in
which priests deceive, courtiers intrigue, monarchs enjoy
and people suffer. History was brought back from the external
to the internal. Not merely the physical but psychic factors
received attention. Works dealing with wars, treaties and
ceremonies were pushed to the archives for consultation on
occasions as ‘historical dictionaries'. True history was the
discovery of what the society was in the past, its morals,
manners, arts, crafts, literature, philosophy and institutions.
History was rendered not only more ‘interior' but also more
broadened in space and time. India, China, and the Islamic
world had been completely ignored, and they were not only
brought back but also a more refined technique of criticism
was applied to the value and authenticity of their records.
Depth was given to history by examining the chain of ideas
in the light of humanism, pragmatism and criticism.

The pursuit of ideas continued further in the direction
of negating the trends of the earlier era. A romantic approach
followed, which was a reaction to the rational and intellectual
approach. The romanticists discarded reason, preferred imagin-
ation, and developed fanciful, picturesque, poetic, sentimental
and extravagant concepts in history, which was quite chara-
cteristic of the age of Keats, Shelley and Byron. Rousseau's
state of pature was a romantic idea. The old religious outlook,
the old national customs, regional and local loyalties, old
houses, cathedrals and castles, and the nostalgic history of
singing again the old songs and dreaming again the old dreams,
all came back. The life of chivalry, the crusades, the Gothic
architecture and the romantic adventures seized the imagination
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of the historian. A new kind of historical romance, the high
priest of which was Sir Walter Scott, set a new fashion. Carlyle
presented his great man theory. On the positive side, history
was rendered more interesting, although more fanciful, inject-
ing greater respect for national character and institutions.
A union of philosophy took place with philology, and attempts
.were made to synthesise events into systems. Again, the
idea that history was the teacher of virtue and prudence
was discarded. To the question, what is the use of history,
'History' itself was the answer. The nineteenth century glorified
itself as 'the century of history'. It humanised history and
made it a centre of reality and thought.

The search for truth persisted. The pendulum swung
again towards rationalism. The result was Positivism which
said human knowledge could not go beyond human experience.
It enquired into the processes of events, examined their intrinsic
relations, traced their causal connections, and explained his-
torical phenomena in terms of laws and principles. The Positi-
vists felt that ideas in history touched overconsciousness
at three points - the integrity of historical events, the unity
of the narration, and the imminence of development. These
three aspects divided thinkers into three different groups:
the historians, the philologists and the philosophers. The hijs-
torian was supposed to write history, the philologist, to supply

him the data, and the philosopher, to draw proper conclusions
from them.

The philosophers were the funny lot. They called them-
selves positivists, naturalists, sociologists, empiricists and
critics. Others had worked from the conception of the end,
they chose to work from the conception of the cause. Others
had attempted a dynamic of history, they worked with 3
mechanic of history, which prompted them to christen histery
a 'Social Physics'. Others had relied on politics or economics
they swore by sociology, which itself was the product o%
their creation. They made sociology stand in the same relation
to history, as did zoology to physiology, or chemistry to Minero.

logy. They jumped at statistics to fly high as science, Com
was the manipulator of all this game. te

Comte, the high priest of Positivism, pro:

ou .
famous law of the three stages: the pounded  his

theological, the
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metaphysical and the positive stage. In the first stage man
resigned himself to God, in the second, to metaphysics, and
in the third, to the discovery of relations that exist among
phenomena. Positivism revealed that there was decreasing
generality and increasing complexity in history. Comte believed
that the true destination of both history and science was
social progress, and that history should acquire right technique
to reorganize society. In 1822 he published his plan to reor-
ganize society which became the charter of positive philosophy.
In that he discarded metaphysical idealities and prepared
the ground for 'determined laws', which governed human
societies, as the world of nature is governed by the physical
laws. Through these determined laws history was to enable
the State not only to govern better but also to predict the

future. Comte desired to do for history what Newton had
done for physics.

Thus the flow of ideas wrought wonders in Europe.
This was promoted also by those who were struggling in other
areas to liberate humanity from authority. Montesquieu's
SPIRIT OF THE LAWS is largely historical in character. Its
third part dealing with customs and manners depending upon
climatic conditions is of great interest to history. [t contains
a number of new ways of interpreting history. Likewise, Vol-
taire did much to liberate history from the grip of super-
natural elements. Hume and Gibbon reconstructed history
under the brilliant light of reason. The tendency of the times,
the tenor of public opinion, the spirit of the age, and not
the actions of a single man, received attention. Adam Smith's
WEALTH OF NATIONS had a powerful impact on history.
He dealt a shattering blow at the whole aristocratic theory
of history, and proved that history did not revolve either
around lords or the clergy. The upper class - the king, noble,
soldier, priest and statesman - all came under attack, and
economic factors were shown as the central current of histori-
cal forces. Even wars were the product of economic factors,
and that the principal forces which governed the life of man
were production, market, labour, prices and raw material.
Adam Smith cut a new path in interpretative history.
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The French Revolution gave a new turn to history by
its novel political ideas - political liberty, economic equality,
social justice, democratic values, nationalist spirit and so
on. The masses were pushed on the stage and they became
the central focus of historical interest. No longer did divine
right theory hold any sway. Along with the political and econo-
mic factor, the scientific temper of the 19th century ‘had
great impact on historical writing. It b_ewuched yhe hnstqnans
so much as to make. Bury declare, "History is a science,
no less and no more". History had to keep up with the march
of science. Not merely lgeograpdhy, spcx_ology and econdormis

iolo sychology and statistics were pressed into
rervier T Buckie's HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION IN
ENGLAND created a sensation. His plea that statlstlcs_be
increasingly used to establish laws governing human action,
which are governed by fixed and predictable rules, was quite
in tune with the scientific temper of the age. His emphasis
that climate, soil and food are at the base of intellectual
progress was a shot in history's arm to claim itself as a
baby of science. His conclusions such as people reared in
harsh surroundings are tough minded, and that those brought
up in sublime scenary are more imaginative excited the his-
torians at the discovery of new tools of their craft.

Thus ideas gave multi-dimensions to history. Social
history, cultural history, ec.or}omic hxstory, 1ptellectqal history
were all there in the air ghwdmg historians 1nto various inter-
pretative groups. Even h‘gergry form was used to explain
the vital unity with the existing social condlt.lo'ns. The drama,
the epic, the essay, the novel were all vividly studied to
draw proper conclusions about the c.haracter and tastes of
the people, and to know the _demand. in the market for those
ideas. Cultural histories tracing social develo;_)ments became
quite popular.

The journey of ideas in history thus took strange foutes,
From philosophy to interpretation, from Interpretation
synthesis, from higher-ups to masses, fromdwars? .l?attles
and conquests to origxr), .growth, structure anntsact:nvmes of
the society, from desqnptwe catalpgue Of'etvellect °l ph)’sical,
psychological, sociological, economic and in eer tga hanal)'sis
of vital factors, were all ?raversed in a c;nann b Sthow that
historical forces are orgamcally connected one € other
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in a rational and permanent order. A new trend emerged
in the writing of history. No history lacked a viewpoint or
a thesis or a definite principle of synthesis. It may be a
common place or obvious view, or it may be of great origin-
ality and insight, but it all rotated round a central idea.
History without a thesis was regarded as man without backbone.
Events in history were woven into some pattern. Some historical
theses were non-controversial, but others were highly contro-
versial. Marx's economic interpretation of history tips the
scale in inviting heated debates. A thesis may sometimes
rest upon new material which presents a new interpretation
upon an old problem. Thus history is no longer subject to
the attack that it lacks in ideas. It does contain great intelle-
ctual fervour. It has contributed much to every sector of

human activity, and it has responded to every new current
of thought.

1]

I would be unfaithful to my salt if in the Indian History
Congress 1 dwell long on western historical thought. It should
be mentioned that among all the Indian deities Clio is the
one that is most conspicuous by its absence. The weakest
link in the brilliant record of ancient Indian scholarship is
historical writing. If chronology is the eye of history, what
comes from ancient past lacks sight. If history is the presen-
tation of events in their correct perspective, Indians had
no historical sense. What . surprises us most is that in the
midst of Vyasas and Valmikis, Paninis and Aryabhattas, Dhan-
vantris and Sushrutas, Kautilyas and Kalidasas, Sankaras and
Madhvas, why was a Comte, a Croce, a Spengler, a Toynbee,
a Marx, a Gibbon or a Herodotus, not born? The only satisfa-
ction we draw is the negative one. If history is philosophy
in motion, Indians could never be excelled. If history is the
growth of human mind, Indians surely have a history. although
unwritten. If history is the reflection of the essence of human
activity, our records are full of them, although they do not
conform to the text book definition of history. There is a
debate whether ancient Indians possessed historical conscious-
ness or not. Perhaps it is safe to assert that they did possess
historical sense, but it was all oriented to a different purpose
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of obtaining mental peace isti ir}
O eptainis P , euphemistically called spiritual

‘ The point is the criterion or the angle with which we
view the legacy of our ancients. If 'ideas in history' is our
sub]ect? our l‘iterature is so much flooded with ideas that
there is nothing in it except ideas. History lies concealed
underneath them, as if diamonds packed in a bag_and nat
displayed on the neck. Our legends, myths, traditions, epics,
p;:rane‘as and ITI'HASAS do contain so much of historical rzwaterial
;ei;e 1tA;s_fut11e to say that our ancients lacked historical
en . clent lndxaps did not build historical mansions, but
stufyf cutd the quarries, brought the material, chiselled the
St » and drew the plans but did not erect the edifice. They
eft it for othgrs to do. Those who discussed cosmic consci-
o;n;ness, felt it unnecessary to narrate ordinar;f events of
't['lS pl?net. Eerhaps thgy ‘thought that human affairs of ,the
o)fpefo(:tunceonfrli:et, ;:Sh;salﬁn, fwz:jrfare, cheating, looting, change
' . ' ~of dynasties, served no purpose In
;:zlhr assch;:fm:heofR:er:sSr mtzl\lec;. Perhaps the pressinpg need
: . _ s of the Arabs to make history justif
imperial expansions did not exist with th o e
basic philosophy of the people, the socialersnt.r e ey the
‘ ; . ucture he
:fmet,hemt;l;::ctual 'leadershxp of the elite, and the psycorfol;gy
writing. A :gz. ?ld not permit such an exercise as history
Do o o lety steeped in the thought that the ultimate
pose of life is liberation from the chain of births and

d : )

weee:'tehsa?vladrenotthabtmrfrt ro think of history. Perhaps the elite
X 1S .
might lead to unknown resiiry oioras box whose opening

results, and di . .

structure. y isturb the entire social
e ehThat was exactly what happened in Eur th
the French Revolution. The ope on the

with  their . psychology of the pe
and immobilig;)mdiztment’ adjustment, C°mpgr)émise, elei)hg“')?i;
seeds. Perhaps the TOt permit the germination of historical
and their not Kkng Jack of contact with the outside world
a factor. Roman \H:lsgt Herodotus or Livy, might have beer;
conquered Greece ;t\ oriography emerged only after R
traditions. EVen K;lh rab hlstorlography fo“owed th ome
horizon, took to hi ana, the solitary luminary o st
, o history, because he Iry on our historical
to the influences of Chi was in Kashmir exposed

the reasons, our contribution to hj mic world. Whatever
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Creative history suits the genius of the people. Others
had placed genealogies in chronological order. we placed
them in cosmic settings. Others narrate events after they
occur, we mention them in advance as if we are predicting
the future. Others take note of relative values, we concentrate
on absolute values. Others indulge in narrative, expository
and annalistic type of history, ours is argumentative, critical
and dialectic dialogue. Perhaps it is in this dialectic dialogue
that the truth will be perceived. If history is an X-ray appara-
tus that gives us an idea of the inner working of the mind,
we have numerous such machines. Whether they are Hindu
PURANAS, or Buddhist JATAKAS, or Jaina PRABHANDHAS,
or Veerasaiva VACHANAS or Vaishnava BHAKTI songs, they
are all replete not only with philosophy and ethics, but also
with an urge for social change. They give us a fairly accurate
account of the society with all its customs, manners and

_abuses, and they exhibit both the strong and weak points

in every vital area. If Voltaire is right in saying that history
is not the story of the kings, but the manners of the people,
the mood of the age and the spirit of the time, we could
claim that our ancients have not after all failed us even
in the realm of history.

What we find in the literature of the past is the hard
core of history, such as customs and manners, methods of
warfare and art of Government, trade and commerce, farming
and agriculture, philosophy and religion, education and learning,
genealogy of the rulers and such other essential aspects that
form the culture. Open the pages of RAMAYANA or MAHA-
BHARATA, and you will have a glimpse of the pulsating life
of the people. Yet this literature does contain incongruities.
Macaulay was furious on knowing that our kings reigned for
thirty thousand years, or that our geography was made up
of 'oceans of treacle and seas of butter'. But Macaulay was
not furious at Herodotus, who while tracing the origin of
the Persian kings had mentioned the story of a vain king
who was so proud of the beauty of his own queen that he
wanted others to be jealous of him. Therefore, he hid his
own minister to watch his queen going to bath; but the queen
detected the stranger and passed her judgement that the
minister should either face death or kill the king and marry
her. Obviously, the latter choice was preferable and thus
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the origin of the Iranian kings. This is also a story as impro-
bable as that of 'seas of butter'; but the difference is that
the Greeks}said something that was possible, and Indians
said something that was not. Megasthenes mentions in his
INDICA that he had heard of the Indians having long ears,
so long that they could be matched with those of an elephant,
and were so wide that women used them for winnowing the
grains. The point to note is that both Greece and India were
very close to epic age, when imaginative faculty was at its

peak. That proves my point that ideas form the substance
and soul of history,

Our ancients had one more
was unusual; mixing of true with f
say would either be right or wrong

right and wrong. Take the example ' ]
qf the lunar eclipse. Alberuni wgs a?rﬁal:erc)ilagrattr:: s]nZ?planaﬁlon
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spirit pervades every walk of life, and they are indicative
of the rich variety of thought.

Our legacy at least in one area of history remains
unsurpassed. Our ancients did not use paper or papyrus for
writing history. They used more solid substance, copper or
stone. We possess perhaps the world's largest colle¢t10n of
lithic inscriptions and copper plates. They are auther_mc dOCU-
ments on genealogy, chronology, origin of the dynasties, inter-
state relations, growth of ideas, and also on social, cultural,
religious and economic conditions of the time. But one has
to use them with great care, for they are no exception to
Indian mentality. They trace the origin of many dynasties
to the sun or the moon. They speak of mansions having golden
gates. It is upto us to draw the inference that they are only
speaking of the prosperity of the people.

The argument that ancient Hindu kings had no interest
in history is ‘also not correct. They did maintain in their
courts officials called SUTAS whose business was to chronicle
the events and keep track of the happenings around them.
But their approach to events was also characteristic of the
Indian attitude towards life where objectivity was at a dis-
count. These writings cannot be compared to the chronicles
either of medieval Europe or of the Delhi Sultans. Bana's
HARSHA CHARITA was more a philosophical treatise than
sober history. The same thing is true of Asvaghosha's BUDDHA
CHARITA or Bilhana's VIKRAMANKADEVA CHARITA. But
Kautilya's ARTHASASTRA belongs to a different class, which
could be compared to Abul Fazal's AIN-E-AKBARI. ARTHASAS-
TRA was compiled through the ingenious method of appointing
village officials, who kept a record of everything that happened
in the village, including its trade and agriculture, the number
of inhabitants, their caste and profession, their age, their
history, occupation, income and expenditure. This information
was verified by other officials through their own intelligence.
Thus quite modern idea of a demographic survey was known
to ancient India.

The most important historical work written around
1148 A.D. is Kalhana's Rajatarangini, a chronicle of Kashmir
kings. Kashmir was the only region of the time which can
boast of having a historian in the real sense of the term.
Even this is an anthology of 8000 highly polished verses in
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eight books. But we hav

sense, when h e to appreciate Kalhana's historical
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the eye. If history is the barometer to gauge a society's
culture, and if culture is that complex whole which includes
knowledge, belief, art, morals, customs and such other capa-
bilities acquired by man as a member of the society, then
ancient India would stake a high place for history, although
of a different sort. They had a rose garden but they did not
pluck flowers for making a boquet out of them.

v

When we come to medieval period the position is entirely
different. The establishment of Delhi Sultanate inaugurated
a new era in historical thought. It presented a series of Indian
chronicles, which according to Professor Dodwell were far
superior to the English chronicles of medieval times. The
Semetic people had a genius for history, and the Arabs evolved
a technique of their own, called isnad, to check the veracity
of every statement. The Arab contact with Greece, Rome
and Iran further refined their historical taste. The Arabs
were great travellers, and their contact with different cultures
enabled them to broaden the scope of history. The illustrious
example is Ibn-Khaldun, whose prolegomena has integrated
the science of history with political philosophy. Sociologists
have hailed him as the founder of social and eccnomic inter-
pretation of history, political scientists have ranked him with
Aristotle, and Von Kremer calls him the greatest historian
of culture.

By the time Muslims came to India they had already
formulated their ideas on history. Unlike the Christian chro-
nicles written by monks, the Muslim chronicles were written
by laymen, by men of affairs, and by those who had witnessed
the drama, and sometimes, taken part in it. ldeas marched
from the mythological, theological and legendary phase of
ancient India to a more secular, rational and authoritative
phase under the Muslims. The chronicles are full of details
following the pattern of Livy and Tacitus to thrill and ainuse
readers through an exceedingly polished style.

_ Although the Muslims had a passion for history, it
did not figure high in their scheme of intellect. It was religion
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and rhilosophy at the to
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without inquiring into Causes, conditions and processes. The
common man was neglected, and concentration was on higher-
ups. Although laymen wrote history, religious hold on history
was not altoge}her absent. God was held responsible for all
that happened in history. God was seen working through indi-

viduals. The Muslim historical th i
MUTAZILLA school. ought did not follow the

which was extremel I d
the ASHARITE school, which believed thétr?rt\lonal, ot followe
the past, but not the outcome o

gf\atd‘ there was no set pattern in history but a succession
tvine acts, and that the events were shaping in a fashion
whose design Is best known only to God. Sucgh 'da =
close to  Christian transcendentalism and Hj lea's lisro.
They did not believe e e,

in social forces actin
, N upon er
[0 generate the seeds of history. The Islar%icpthouogr:; zgﬁired

on the idea that all actions
an 1
own because of the Divine Wwill, 0 ents happened on their

T e e M S B
hisigriellnee::aéezzzfe;eavu'y on providential theory. Th:n MtUS(T?T]T;
where he could get asl i in the tail eng of the train, from
the  twist p E€l only the rear.view of the scen nd not
; S and turns of the track nor the dj €, and no
journey, he just BOt an idea of the area h irection o.f his
was theocratic to him, umanies . covered. History
and guided to him but no manistic, it was pur

t inter-relateq and progressive.

Despite these shortcomingg
as well. The sheer number of hisgtc;ryt:eorrek Was a posit
ing. The very gist of them runs inte > produced is
and Dowson. The Muslims g el

ive side
stagger-
e ave to Indiaght volume of Elljot
that was not existing before. They were a kind of literature
of h1§tory. Barni asserted, "My life has beElware: of' the utility
examination of books.... | eeen Spent in a minyte
in any other form of learning or practic:l 3S many benefits
in the science of history". To Bapp; histacn‘“ty as | have
to strengthen reason and virtue, and 5 guideoiy Was a means
and learning. Another positive factor was ‘t)hfoster progress
€ adoption of

Ideas in History 205

one single era, Hijra, throughout the Islamic world, which
avoided the confusion of chronology. _Eyen the Christian .cal-
endar counted sometimes with thg nativity of Jgsus, sometimes
with his death, and sometimes ywth 5aster, which was always
a changing date. The position in India had been much worse
with numerous eras, and hence one single uniform era was
a forward step in historical writing.

Apart from history produced by professionals at the
court, we have history from the Sufi saints, which is valuable
in thought. This is very helpful to us for socio-religious move-
ment of the times, and for the growth of intellectual ideas.
The letters, the table-talk, the metaphysical and ethical
discourses, the call to eschew sin and the advocacy of liberalism,
throw a flood of light on intellectual history. We know that
the BHAKTI movement levelled down the barriers of caste,
creed and class, and took its stand on the bedrock of humanity.
The Sutis did have a part in this movement. Their writings

-reflect the spiritual development of Muslim society in particular,

and of the religious upsurge of Indian society in general.
In Sufi literature we find three elements, pure history, pure
fiction and pure ethics. The purpose is didactic: common
man will understand better through parables, hence the fatles
and anecdotes, the morals needed to be superimposed on
the existing society to reveal what was wanted and what
was available - the frailties and the abuses, the strong and
the weak points, hence pure history, the goal was higher
knowledge, IRFAN, through a technique, TARIKHAT, for
gaining the ultimate truth, HAQUIKAT, hence pure ethics.
A part of this vast literature dces contain pure history giving
us an insight into the social structure of the time, the economic
conditions of the people, the mood and tensions of the period,
and the need for a change. It also indicates the influence
of Islam on Hinduism, of Hinduism on Islam, of hopes and
fears of a minority amidst a majority, and of the majority
at the hands of a powerful minority, and the impact of Hindu
Customs, manners and ways of thought on Muslim society,
and vice-versa. The Sufi literature based on love, service,
brotherhood and equality had great effect on the lower section
of the Indian society.

The Sufis produced three kinds of literature, books
on pure mysticism, books on the lives of the saints and their
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discourses called MALFUZAT. The last two have much histo_ncal
significance, which indicate liberalism, eclecticism, egalitar-
1anism and devotion. Most of the saints led the life of a com-
mon man, and sometimes accepted office. Shaikh Hamid-ud-
din cultivated fallow land, and declined land grant offered
to him by IHtutmish, Shaikh Hamid was a QAZl of Nagore.
Shaikh Ahmed Sirhindi had political ideas of his own, he was
a revivalist opposed to the religious policy of Akbar, and
he carried on correspondence with the political figures of

the time. His letters indicate the inner working of a section
of Muslims on issues of political nature.

What interests most to social history is the stuff served
as table-talk of the Sufis, the MALFUZAT. They throw much
light on the language and literature of the time, life and
conditions of the people, and exhortations for better life.
One of the Sufis warned, "If you fly in the air, you are a
fly, if you walk over the water, you are a straw, but if you
win a heart you are something". This pursuit of "something"
is the key to the historical thought of the time. Hamid Qalan-
dar in his KHAIR-UL-MAJALIS makes moving references
to the famine of Muhammad-bin-Thughlug's time. The Sufi
urged the saints to help the poor, to expose black-market,
and to assist Government agencies in relief work. We get

interesting sidelights on the character of the Sufi saints.
Balban said of

Qazi Minhaj-ud-din Siraj, the author of TABA-
QAT-1-NASIR]I,

: that Siraj feared neither God nor the king,
only his own conscience.

. Yet gnothe.r kind of very popular literature Muslims
introduced in india was the WASIYATH-NAMAHS or the pre-
cepts of eminent rulers an

_ d statesmen to their successors.
They were read with great

. interest by political thinkers.
l(:lo)r Dexample Balban advised his eldest son, Prince Muhammad:
O not consider the task of ruling over people an ordin
. . n ar
or trifling affair. (2) The heart of a king F:'ef‘l)ects the glorilf
of Goq, the hleakr.t refuses to reflect if it is impure. (3) He
aione 1s a real king whose officers administ j i
and root out oppression. His own exa ple wouly e Justice
by others. (4) Do not incur the displeasure o i i
: s ) i i d
in luxuries. _(5) Kingship and bravery are twicr;wg. (be); 'Eciirt\llg;?g
is not possible without justice, gshp

beneficenc
and treasury. (7) Do not undertake a Campea’ig pomp, army

n where yoy
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are not sure of success, Kingship cannot stand upon dxshon%\;;
and humiliation, do not personally 1¢ad expedn;nons acgr?;nts
lesser foe. (8) Keep the army, the subjects and t e‘mder s
happy. It is a long treatise on statecraft. It reminds ll;iave
what Thucydides had admpmshed long ago: Not every ve
man wants war, justice is better than expediency, nernde N
follows upon good fortune, love of fame often luresftcl) ;h
truction, and revenge though sweet is never successiul. e
East was as rich in ideas as the West.

Just to give an example of wha.t sort of_histo‘ry Muslim
historians wrote in India, [ may bring up Ziauddin Barqnl.
He puts his ideas into the mouth of someone else, gdoptlng
the method of dialogue in the true Tacitus style. _Thls would
make the narrative more dramatic. He has a philosophy of
his own, and makes history illustrate the point that men cannot
escape divine judgment. He sees the past as the battleground
between good and evil, and men are combatants who get
what they deserve. He treats history as a branch of theology;
which he thought would open the eyes of man to God, and
of the Sultan to his obligations. To Barani, as to Croce, history
was higher than science and philosophy, as it was inspired
literature based upon reality and experience. it is the strongest
foundation of truth, opens us to the wisdor of the past,
guides humanity in the right direction, excites reason and
judgment, comforts us in our misfortunes and depres_s;oncsj,
provokes respect for the righteous and contempt for the w‘Ckﬁ ,
and thus fulfils the functions of both science and philosophy-
We may sately say that Barani djid not lack in ideas.

Thus Muslim historiography of the Sultanate pel”ﬁd
was a new experiment in India. It removed a lacunad 2h§
existing in the intellectual life of the country. It use ns
medium of both prose and poetry. It had free access to sour ts,
as the historians were well-placed to observe the evendc;
well paid to concentrate on writings, and'we!l.-v_ersed t?ye”
the job. But they suffered from some disabilities as . hl);
They adopted not the Arabic but the Persian StYche"carged,
embellished, didactic and subjective, ISNAD was th:: 3 an
mysticism gained the upper hand, subservience to

o i was
Mmade  them parasites, and edificatory ~narrative
the resuit.
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More damaging was the effect in yet another field,
which became more apparent only in the 19th and 20th cen-
wries. 1t was the anxiety of these historians to depict the
Sultans as the paragons of virtue, as pious and orthodox Muslims,
as foltowers of SHARIAH, and as the propagators of Islam
in India. This is far from ftrue. Those sunk in wine and lost
in abuses condemned in Islam could hardly be called 'paragons
of virtue'. Their example, their policies, their way of life
were more a hindrance to the spread of Islam, if Islam spread
in India it might have been because of the positive effect
of the Sufi movement and the negative aspect of the social
structure in India. People would not love a fierce monarch
like Alauddin, or an inconsistent one like Muhammad-bin-
Thughlug, or an intolerant one like Firoz or a weakling like
Kaiqubad. But the record of the Sufi saints from Nizamuddin
Auliya to Shah Walli-ullah is a consistent record of liberalism
humanism, love, service and goodwill, which attracted the’
masses, mostly the down-trodden, to accept the new faith.

The motives of the historians in praising the Sultans
appear to bq three. First, it was the political necessit f
the time which compelled the Sultans to use the hj t y o
for gaining the support of the Muslim nobles a istorians
who being religious desired to be assured that th Sul
was do;qg everything sanctioned in the Quran Sn-e dlu tan
was military necessity, for most of the lslémigLon y, it
of the past had been won in the name of religion, a dvlctpr}es
being a sensitive point, an opium, it was fy]| ) nl religion
the military leaders, who presented themselve ); exp oxted_ by
as the divinely ordained souls for the glor sof OGthe soldiers
it was a legal and constitutional necessiz f oq. Thnrdly,
jurisprudence thg head of the State was Z:J or dm Islamic
good, true and pious Muslim, whose sole busingsose to be a
out _the injunctions of Islam. Whether he w S was to carry
Muslim or not, the historians always mad asﬁreally a 8°9d
that light, like the character certificatese Im  appear in
students. we Issue to the

nd the masses,

In reality Islam had undergon .
From the theocracy of Arabia nghag ;asr;(i:C:; tcohat';\ge in India.
o? Persia. The finer element of the Orthod € monarchy
disappeared. Pure Islamic political ox Caliphate had

theory ended in 661 A.D.
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itself when Muawiyah cheated Ali and sowed the seeds of
personal monarchy, which took such deep roots that it was
never uprooted to this day. But the successful political leaders
camouflaged the masses under the cover that they were legally
and constitutionally elected. This farce continued in India
at every time of succession to the throne. A verdict on eligi-
bility was required, and the historians did that job of assuring
the Muslims that the Sultans had never foresaken the principles
of Istam. In return the Sultans patronised the historians for
declaring them as true Muslims, or else the ULEMA and the
MUFT! would disqualify the ruler as unfit. Thereafore, our
medieval chronicles have to be studied with care. They are

seful on information as to what happened but misleading
n motives as to why it happened.

There is marked change In historical thought when
/e come to the Mughal period, a thorough transformation
1 treatment, in theme, in outlook and in technique. A new
ype of history dealing with the institutions of the people,
.he progress of civilisation and the growth of ideas emerged.
We have now history straight from horse's mouth, the emperor's
autobiographies. TUZUK-E-BABRI is a precious treasure,
elegant in language, full and frank in judgment, encyclopaedic
in information, and incisive on men and events. TUZUK-E-
JEHANGIRI carries the confessions of the emperor, Jehangir,
of his own follies and vices. A MULLAH like Abdul Qadir
Badauni could pass scathing strictures on Akbar, and could
go scot-free, something unheard of in medieval times. Abul
Fazal came out with his magnum-opus which was a "complete
compendium of the political, religious, social, commercial
and agricultural institutions of a nation", so valuable as to
be unique in the annals of history. Historical material sprang
up like mushroom. General histories, official records, biogra-
phies, autobiographies, documents, correspondence, SANADS,
FARMANS, coins, inscriptions, travellers' accounts, gazetteers,
literary works, all inundated the land.

The crown of the glory should go to Abul Fazal for
his AKBARNAMAH and to his patron, Akbar. Akbar saw in
Abul Fazl to what height history could rise, and entrusted
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to him the monumental task of presenting a truthful account
of the happenings in the Empire. Abul Fazal, a genius in
the arena of scholarship, politics, diplomacy and warfare,
was most suited to the task. When the main work was CO™”
pleted in 1598 it created a sensation and Abul Fazal stood
unrivalled. Apart from the four volumes on political history:
the fifth one, AIN-E-AKBARI, dealing with the administrative
machinery is most significant. It is a mine of information
w.h¥Ch glves us minutest details on the extent resources, con-
ditions, population, industry, trade and commerce of the empire:
Abul Fazal says that he compiled history with scrupulous
regard for truth. He captured the mood of the liberal age€r
and depicted the manners of the people. He regarded history
as 'a unique pear! of science' and it gained extra polish at
his hands. Akbar needed a PRO for his policies and no one
was more suited for the job than Abul Fazal; and Akbar needed
a medium for publicity, and no medium was more suited than
history. Abutl Fazgl believed in Akbar as saints believed I
God, and hence his history is somewnat subjective. But this
is only in respect of assessing Akbar, in all othe'r respects
it rises to great heights. If the highly ornate style of Abul
i{e{x}zellcl1 anad khls adoration of Akbar are to be 1gnore§ his works
r ] i i i ’

fice Firdausi's SHAHNAMA v ‘Sadi Cpicalorks: It 15 76,

I's GULISTAN on the lips

of those who know Persian, b

\ » but a celebra -€
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uthority on jurisprudence
for pleasure.
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The idealism of Abkar was sh ;

. attered ]
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utilised it intelligently and expressed their ideas effectively,
pbut did not interpret the data meaningfully. They had no
.dea of the conditions and causes that produced the events;
or any idea that everything that succeeds is the outcome
of what precedes; or any idea that history is a process In
which something fresh is created at every moment, or any
idea that action always produces reaction, and that the two
together will germinate the seeds of history. Although Ilbn
Khaidun had alerted our mind to the science of history and
culture, no Muslim historian in India bothered to think on
those lines. Didactic history intended to teach mankind how
to lead a virtuous life was still persisting. Yet let us not
be harsh on the Mughals. If we judge them by the historical
thought of 18th and 19th century Europe, we would be comm-
itting the error of judging an age out of focus. The milieu
of the Mughals was not supposed to produce a Voltaire, a
Comte or a Marx. What is interesting is that even the prin-
cesses of the HAREM like Gulbadan Begum wrote history

which is invaluable for insights into the psychology of higherups
in the empire. ’

\4!

With the advent of the Europeans in India, historical
thought underwent a sea-change, not merely in approach, treat-
ment and technique but also in the enormousness of h.storicz!
production. Perhaps no other country is so rich in historical
material as India from 1757. to 1947. An overseas commercial
Company gaining political supremacy was anxious not only
to retain power, but also to expand it. Consequently the subtle
methods it adopted offer rich historical thought. Every policy
was put down on paper, every opinion expressed in minutes,
and every business transacted in despatches all of which have
given us an insight into the entire psychology of the policy
makers. Moreover, the establishment of British power wit-
nessed great changes in several sectors of life. The socio-
religious changes of the nineteenth century, the new ways
of thinking and criticism, the promotion of science and arts,
the introduction of large scale trade and industry, the quick
means of transport and communication, and radical changes
in legal, social, political and administrative set up generated
Junique ideas in India. As a counter to this, how the British



212 India Past and Present

built up their power, how they killed Indian economy, how
they damaged arts and crafts, how they disturbed social bal_an;e,
exploited the resources of the land, and reduced the majority
to poverty and destitution, set ablaze a new process of thlnk"-
ing in Indian mind, which led to national consciousness. Th}s
was a period of continuous warfare first for the Company's
survival and then for supremacy and expansion. The attempt
of the imperialists to use India as a pawn in their game of
power-politics further excited the nationalists, .who responded
in a mighty way. It resulted in the Indian National Congress,
in the establishment of which historical thought did have
a share.

By the time the English came to India they had already
formulated their historical ideas in the post Renalssance
and enlightenment era. India offered them a rich field for
the further growth of those ideas, and they went on here
both making history and writing history. The soldier, the
administrator, the scholar and even the merchant who came
to India was saturated with historical notions. Broadly speaking
they divided themselves into two schools of thought, the
liberal and the conservative. Both schools agreed on the nece-
ssity to retain British power in India, but differed only ir
the art of Government in India. James Mill applied the utili-
tarian doctrines to India, and said that only enlightened des
potism could reform the social weakness in Indian society
The second school of thought headed by Sir William Jones
Wilkins, Munro, Malcoim and Elphinston took a more favourabl
view of Indian society, and desired to effect changes with
a sympathetic understanding of Indian institutions. A few
other thoughts also emerged. Evangelicals like Shore and
Grant backed by the missionaries wanted to bring about a
change through conversion and education. Scholars like Lyall,
Maine and Hunter took a philosophical view of the situation,
and analysed the British rule in the light of the interaction
of the Western and the Eastern forces. Historians of the
order of P.E. Roberts, T.G.P. Spear, C.H. Phillips, Holden
Furber and Professor Ballhachet adopted Ranke's method

of writing history through a careful and critical study of
the sources.
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When the British historians were wrestling with ideas
to prove their point, the Indians were at first bewildered
at the onslaught of the political and military offensive as
also of the intellectual fervour. For more than a century
the Indians watched the game as passive spectators, but almost
fired by imagination, as a result of the renaissance inaugurated

by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, they competed with Western scholars
to refute many of the theories which were regarded as unaccept

able. The Ihtroduction of Western education and the flow
of Western ideas excited among Indians keen interest In history
which struck deep roots in the country, and produced far-
reaching results in the political, cultural and social arena.
The Indian response was at first defensive to the charges
of the Western scholars who carried on a bitter attack on
Indian culture and way of life. James Mill, Elliot, Dowson,
Maine, Stephen, Wheeler were very vehement in their polemics.
Not having any historical tradition of their own to match
the Western techniques, the Indians were at first defensive,
but soon realised that the best way to defend was to attack.
Their response was in two ways. First, they plunged themselves -
to know well their own past, which resulted in the hunting
for the sources, ransacking the repositories, learning of Pali,
Prakrit and Sanskrit, and understanding the essence of the
Western historical thought. Secondly, armed with the new
technique they proceeded to blast the Western attack. They
asserted that the true history of India during the British period
did not consist in the activities of the East India Company
or the British Crown, but in the activities of India's own
people. They formulated their own ideas on history, which
stated that the real significance of history lies in the trans-

formation of Indian society through the exertions of its own
people.

» The excitment of historical consciousness among the
lr}dxans led to some important results. It opened the vast
Vistas of India's hoary past with limitless variety and profun-
dity of thought, which intoxicated the Indian mind with national
g:\lgechar;? fervour. It dragged them into an argumentative
an instf;uengmg mood with the western critics. It served as
hands of n';e)nt for social reforms; a political device in the
some, and € nationalists, an unifying force in the hands of
the i)eginnia divisive element in the hands of others. From
owerful g lndoloSICal‘ studies were regarded as a very
p W medium to assist the national cause. History was
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increasingly pressed into service for political purposes. Swami
Dayanand Saraswathi, Swamy Vivekananda, V.D. Savarkar,
Mrs. Annie Besant, and a host of others felt that the moral,
material and spiritual development of India in the past was
higher than that of the contemporary West. K.P. Jayaswal
thought that long before Europe built up democratic and
self-governing institutions, India had known them and had
practised them. He went to the extent of saying that the
republican tribes in India knew parliamentary system, that
the voting of grants was in vogue and that the king delivered
the address from the throne to the assemblies. To refute
the western argument that India was a conglomeration of
diverse creeds and conflicting interests, R.K. Mookerji wrote
THE FUNDAMENTAL UNITY OF INDIA, in which was brought
out the real unity amidst diversity. A HISTORY OF INDIAN
SHIPPING AND MARITIME ACTIVITY by the same authof
was intended to prove Indian interest in all walks of life.
Rajnarayan Bose, Bhudev, Mukherji, Chandranath Basu, Bankim
Ch;ndra Chatterji and others felt that Indians would remain
.unnvalled in the realm of thought. India's greatness was
shown even in science and technology, guns and artillery

and even aeroplane in the Epic Age. The supporting evidence
for this was no other than Hanuman's trip to Sri Lanka.

Although to fight for the righteous cause of freedom
the use of history was understandable, its departure from
balanced judgment and correct perspeétive led to certaln
harmful results. Unfortunately the wrong use of history at
1east}m one area proved disastrous in the long run. Distortions
? historical fac‘ts to refute the polemics of th;e West was
Tlgierent from giving a communal colour to our own history.
" lpart played by the Turks, Afghans, Persians and the Mu-
ghals became a subject of “inspired accounts of the

drawn struggles between the ' e long-
which the Rajputs almost alway Relputs and the Muslims, in

. 5 came out with flying colours.
EVZZVi&a)‘;.u;tegfc?giafchhero and his rival was yde%i:::tel:gu as
. es reveal ho i ;
Wester ' W subjective w e
Lane-Pr;oslzhoLanrj °\fl_ the type of Elliot, Dowsog\, Wilks, \;;::*elt:r
the Muslim rule in”}(r::l?; asrr\r:llth’iparﬁcma”y in respec‘t Of,
. ] » 3NQ uniortunately o
?:)Sos‘f;‘\)llym;ge their trap. History became ytheurwro‘wln prethren
and poets whzs 1o such retailers as dramat'\sxo esale shop
hen twd bram magnified the theme to 5y novelists,
rothers ran at the throat of each g;ﬁate @ situation
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This is not to say that the Muslims were not guilty.
They would hardly resist the temptation to retaliate, and
being less sober became more virulent. History became a
battlefield where both Hindus and Muslims, fought to establish
the superiority of their own culture, ignoring the areas of
their common interest. Historical consciousness was misused
to harm each other. Rana Pratap, Shivaji and Ranjit Singh
were heroes to some, Mahmud of Ghazni, Firoze and Aurangzeb,
to others. In Prussia history under Hegel and Ranke had unified
a divided country, in India history proved a source to divide
a united country. History, if well-used,is a blessing; if misused,
spells disaster.

Historical ideas in India in the first half of 20th century
bears analogy to the European thought of the Romanticists
era, when emotions and sentiments played the vital role,
and history was written not on the basis of reason but of
instinct. It became a pistol in a child's hand, who did not
know when to use it, and against whom. It was forgotten
that patriotism was a virtue, but history was a science, and
that the two should not be confounded. Objectivity suffered
enormously. British achievements were downgraded. Clive's
victory at Panipat was attributed to treachery, Sikh defeat
to bribery and Maratha collapse to internal dissensions. One
has to remember that history is not so simplistic as to explain
an entire phenomenon through a single factor, nor is it to
be explained with a particular motive. Research was directed
by the nationalists to find out the pitfalls of the British such
as economic exploitation, impoverishment of India, neglect
of Indian trade and industry, top heavy centralisation, enormous
expenditure on the army, military exploits outside the country,
and numerous other errors of omission and commission, but
no mention was made to give them credit for the political
unification of the land, uniformity of administration, introdu-
ction of Western science, arts and technolcgy, opening of
the country through roads, canals and railways, adopting a
rational famine policy, introducing local self-government
or maintaining communal harmony and peace throughout
the land. A fair historian should censure for the wrong but
give credit for the good. What happened in India was that
in the court of events history was not seen seated on the
judge's chair, but was lost in the advocate's gallery.
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i lists who realised the harmful

£ lient:tc;?\; ?::o?/?uslims fro.'_n the.national cause
effects ot 2 bring about Hindu-Muslim unity through an
attempied 10 ffort of minimising the differences and magnify-
over-zealous ¢ Of agreement. Here the British became the
ing the areasdothe villains of the piece. The entire history
scape goal aT in India was shown as a period yvhen the're
of Mushim 7 eMus“m problem. The point to note is that his-
was no Hmdud—' ided into different camps or schools of thought.
torians wers l\”tremist school of Rajanarain Bose, Chandranath
There was the € K.p. Jayaswal, V.D. Savarkar and others
Basu, A'C.le-\?isr;du ;uperiority over others. The second. repre-
e e tionalist school of Major D. Basu, A.C. Majumdar,
sented 1 tar ani and Surendranath Banerjee, who exposed
c.y. Chimam exploitation of India by the British. It should
the economﬁ: ‘o pthe credit of Indian scholarship that there
also be saL 1 pe of history as well which was represented
b ththlar); as Jadunath Sarkar, R.G. Bhandarkar, Raya-
zaajgﬁri, Shafat Ahmed Khan and others.

Such of
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- i ‘deas as gleaned In the pages of Westerp

H)Stor\;lcal\rl\dife?)resentg bewildering variety. James Mill
scholars tg a dominant school of thought who exercised g
belongfs1 influence on the writing of history in the subsequent
POW_e:iuAn utilitarian philosopher who used history for his
Penoh- ory of pragmatic approach, h.e. condemned _both Hindus
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and Mu resp:)“Sibility of the Government which was to improve
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the British rule. W.W. Hunter was the high priest whose HIS-
TORY 'OF BRITISH INDIA, IMPERIAL GAZETTEER OF INDIA
and Rulers of India series set the fashion. Vincent Smith
carried things to the extreme, who would see in Akbar only
"a monstrous growth of unrestrained autocracy". Smith shudd-
ered to imagine what India, "would be again if the hands
of the benevolent despotism, which now holds her in its iron
grasp, should be withdrawn”. It is a pity that Smith was not
alive to see the day when India. became the architect of
the Commonwealth and presented to the British Crown its
brightest jewel. Moreland set the pace for economic history
of India, and analysed the revenue and agrarian system during
the Muslim period. He was also the first to indicate the primacy
of economics in human life, and suggested for India controlled
economy where the State could regulate all production, con-
sumption and distribution. He judged the prosperity of a country
by two factors. One is whether any encouragement for produ-
ction exists or not, and the other, whether equitable distri-
bution of wealth is possible in that society or not. He ack-

nowledged that India of Akbar's times was more advanced
than Western Europe.

One more significant feature of Western historiography
in the realm of ideas is the philosophic trend, by which certain
historians attempted to examine Indian issues in the light
of current European thought. These historians, such as Henry
Maine, James F. Stephen and Alfred Lyall, who carried from
India finest element of Indian intellectual life of the past
interacted with the political philosophy of the times of Europe,
and tried to offer solutions to political issues, which were
causing increasing tension. They belonged to a genuine liberal
group of intellectuals, who believed that the rise of British
power in India was the result of sudden accidental factors
and not of fraud, greed or aggression. Their main aim was
to suggest that the British rule was to be viewed as the fruit
of logical and historical causes, that Sanskrit was a member
of the Aryan family of languages, that the village community
in India was a legacy of the Aryan institution, that India
was a repository of ancient languages, usages and philosophy,
and that India could be of great help in understanding Eurcpe
of the distant past. These thinkers were trying to show that
both the English and the Indians had a common parentage,
that they belonged to the same Aryan stock, and that they
were bound by a spiritual relationship, which was centuries
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old, unlike the political re}ationship of the recent time§.
The:y further thought that in the race for progress, India
ceased subsequently 1o keep pace, and that the Europeans
first through the Greeks, then the Romans, the Germans,
the French and finally the English maintained a steady progress.
The English were in India, argued the philosopher historians,
to pass on the benefits of this progress. "We did not create
it. We deserve no special crjedlt for it... But we have received
it, and as we have received it so we shall pass it on".

In their analysis of this historicism, they put a question
why the Aryans in India did not excite the concept of nation-
alism in the East, whereas they did it in the West. They an-
swered that the caste rigidities in India stood in the way.
Hunter in his ANNALS OF RURAL BENGAL brought out
the theory that the Brahmanical class threw all manual labour
on to the lowest caste and *tself became so weak as to permit
more vigorous people to invade and dominate over them.
wheeler said that India failed to develop national sentiments
because of the tyranny of brahminical priesthood which des-
troyed political loyalties, promoted religious hold, and facili-
tated foreign attack.

Alfred 'Lyall‘s analysis as to why India succumbed to
frequent foreign a‘gtacks was not so much the disunity that
prevailed at the time but the failure to develop any other
form of Government except despotism. Whereas Greece experi-
mented \ylth such forms of Governments as monarchy, aristo-
cracy, o%;garchy, plutocracy, democracy, tyranny and dictator-
ship, India kneéw no other form of Government than monarchy.
All Governments in India tended to e unwieldy, top-heav
over-centra}llﬁed thznd thPendent upon  the milit’arypleade);’
with his fall, whole structure :
State did not eSta_bllSh a powerful ec(l):slidastcigze o?c?wn. t;r'hfw
could be a balancing force. Whereas Rome had crsrh\:; ICU
primitive religions in Europe in the interest of Chrf:" a
and Islam had done that in the Midqdje East in th Cnterent
of Islam, no such attempt Was made even when th'e \rerest
ained political ascendency in India, Finally, L “e MUS!‘mS
Shat the British conquest of India lay in the loy'a explained
sor ever since Alexander the Great there hag %lc of history,
ush of the Westerners towards the Eagy whetheen a steady
"he Greeks, the Romans, the Arabs, the Crusadefsr :::ythvire
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the Afghans or the Mughals. The other nations to join the
race later were the Portuguese, the Dutch, the French and

the English. Lyall built up the theory of perenniai contest
between the East and the West.

Lyall drew certain other lessons from history. Over-
centralized Governments were sure to fall. The British were
reaching soon that point. Any number of roads, canals, railways
and telegraphs would not prevent the doom. Therefore, he
recommended decentralization and commended Ripon's idea
of local self-government. For the same reasons of larger
imperial interest, he desired to retain the princely states
as a balancing force, as a citadel of conservatism that might
stem the tide of liberal forces. No more writing on the wall
was required than what happened in 1857 as a result of Dal-
housie's policy. Could we say that in the context of the pre-
sent situation in Free India, Lyall's plea for decentralization
has some meaning? Any way, Lyall said that the British had
to learn from Akbar who had annexed only that much as
to make his power paramount, but Aurangzeb committed
the folly of expanding too much, which he could not consoli-
date and that resulted in the downfall of the Mugha! Empire.

A few other interesting ideas were set forth by these
thinkers. Sir James Stephen in his LIBERTY, EQUALITY FRA-
TERNITY argued that the modern democratic state was neither
a heaven of liberty nor of equality but an "all-powerful des-
potism in the hands of a gifted-minority", that the Englishman
who was unwilling to share power with his next-door neighbour,
Ireland, would be much more unwilling to quit India. He felt
that the modern state was militarily so strong that people
were forced to be submissive, that military strength and
economic power of the State left no choice to the people
except to settle their differences through counting of heads
rather than breaking of heads, and that the ideal of happiness
was not a constant concept but a fluctuating one from time
to time. The conclusions drawn by Stephen were that the
British record in India was morally correct, scientifically sound
and politically justified. The justification was based, not on race,
culture, language or outlook but on authority and military
force required to rule over India in order to implement the
ideal of happiness. To obtain material prosperity, a price
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ha_d to be paid. Law and order, peace and economic growth,
science and arts, would be conferred on Indians, if liberty
was not demanded. But the ideal of happiness the Indians
envisaged coincided with the liberal views of such thinkers
as John Bright who thought that the British who preached
liberty at home should practice that in India.

. Thus ideas have coffered a great challenge to the philo-
sophical minds in order to explain the events of the past.
Amon_g the - Indian historians Professor Muhammad Habib was
at pains to explain the main currents of Central Asian thrust
on India. He says that our medieval Indian History should
be regarded neither as military nor as foreign rule but as
an urban revolution carried out in northern India by the Ghorian
Turks who were on the borders of India, not strictly outside
the geographical limits of the country; and that the political
change was merely the substitution of the Ghorian Turks
for the "Thakurs" as the governing class. This change of G
m:nt led lt.g the enfranchisement of the India & orkors
who were liberated ;
T S theﬁ[\:cr:\;ﬁ: ofl:r b:):dage. In spite of the persist-
not succeed ree generations they could
and Europe they had reduced ihough elsewhere in Asia
Like Frederick J. Turner of A cvery culture to the ground.
Mmericar historiography, Professor
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every bit of relevant data of incontrovertible nature. He
did not think that AHIMSA was a very helpful concept in
history. It led to disastrous consequences in the case of the
Mauryan Empire and also of 4he Gupta Empire. Raychaudhri
calls Asoka a misguided idealist, primarily responsible for
the decay of the Empire. At the time of the Greek menace,
what was needed, according to Raychaudhri, was the calibre
of a Porus or Chandragupta, but Asoka was a dreamer, although
a great and noble kind. "Asoka's attempt to end war met
with the same fate as the similar endeavour of President
Wilson".

vl

Thus the world of ideas has become radically plural
in history. It has gained much from varied sources, pursued”
in varied ways, yielding varied results. But there is some
relation in them, all being the attempts to know the unknown.
A question could be asked what wisdom could we hope 1o
get from such an enterprise? What do we get out of the inte-
gration of these ideas? The answer may be that it would
fell us how man understands his past, how the world has
come to be what it is today. "World history is the progress
of the consciousness of freedom - a progress whose necessity
it is our business to comprehend'. Nations emerge from obs-
curity, seek to impose themselves on others, and vanish.
It is the business of history not only to say what has happened
but also to grasp the rationality of the entire process. Ideas
have made history a new science of intense intellectual pursuit.
From the Renaissance period it has gone on adding new dimen-
sions to its activity, although the classical and the medieval
periods too did not lack ideas. Herodotus and Thucydides
were at their best dealing with contemporary issues. History
was at the service of theology in the medieval world, and
theology itself had high wings to soar in the imaginary world
of its own. St. Augustine gave a religious twist to history,
which could not stand the test of Renaissance humanism.
History developed rhetoric and literature, forged its links
with political philosophy, with political economy, with natural
science, with sociological studies, with psychology, with juris-
prudence, thus widening its net to know what worthwhile
things man is doing in the world. ldeas in history help us
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to understand what man finds in the world, and how' the whole
thing he sees is brought about. It is the glory of history that
1t touches the world of ideas wherever they exist.

My purpose would be served if I bring home to my
colleagues the immensity and the universality of our discipline
which is coterminus with nature. We may agree with Spengler
that reality has only two aspects, the world as history and
the world as nature. This devolves on us a great challenge
to comprehend its meaning, and to develop the capacity to
see all things purely as objects of understanding. We should
rise to that pitch where a few pages of history could give
more insight into the human mind than many volumes of
metaphysics. We should make history a 'major industry' which
could satisfy the current social needs, whether of an adminis-
trator or a statesman, or a playwright, or a novelist, or a
journalist or a social scientist. Cicero was right in saying,
“Not to know what took place before you were born is 10
remain for-ever a child". Ideas in history rush to the aid
of any activity, whether founding a new nation, or justifying
a legal code, or explaining a cultural change, or examining
a new theory or advocating a revolution. History gives depth
to your thoughts.

Many a time thoughts reach sublime h
humanity even inconvenient truth. As for e
Wilson's remark: "Nations are renewe
from the top. Everything I know of hijsto .
ience and gbservation has confirmed rrr?e, eit‘er)t/hlglt of exper-
that the real wisdom of human life jg Cc)rnpoundC(?nwctxon
the experience of ordinary men. The utility the out of
the fruitage of life courses, like the naturaf r:: tVltallty,
great tree from the soil, up through the trunk, intogth:’bh of a
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the dynamic force that is lifting the Jevels of soc}ng are
naticn is as great and only as great as her rapgk anlgty7 A
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a fight to win the battle between right and wrong. A historian
is not a photographer holding a camera, but a painter lost
in hig skill to produce a MONA LISA, hence history is necess-
arily subjective and individual, and hence my refrain that
a historian is a statesman of ideas and a poet of the mind.

History is the reflection of the genius of a people which
results in labour that builds the cultural heritage of mankind.
In this process ideas become the pulsating current which
gives life to history, whose chronicle is more for contemplat-
ion on causes, conditions, character, nature and effects of
the events. The advances of invention, varieties of economic
organisation, the experiments in Governments, the aspirations
of the religions, the patterns of the social change, the panorama
of morals and manners, the masterpieces of art, literature,
philosophy and science, all are the products of man's mind,
which deserve greater attention in history. Creative historio-
graphy would emerge when we try to synthesise the unity
of human life in perceiving that behind the political, social,
economic or cultural factors, there is a spark or flash that
forms the genesis of our history. It is a filtering process
in search of the ultimate cause, and we land ourselves on
"ideas". Institutions, adventures and ways are but the vehicies
of the same motivating force which takes us to strange lands.

If we analyse why Egyptian, Babylonian or Assyrian
cultures are dead, and Indian culture is still alive and dynamic,
we would find that creative cross fertilisation of ideas is
still strong in India. 1 would illustrate my point by taking
only one leaf from our most recent history. In the post-inde-
pendence era a super craftsman in ideas conceived of a policy
whereby India, neither commanding the military power of
America nor the economic strength of Russia would command
the respect of both, and act as the most decisive factor
in world affairs. A new concept of balancing force, deeply
rooted in the middle path of Buddha, a sort of neutrality,
not the passive role of Switzerland, but the active push of
the non-aligned, a third alternative not to barter away one's
self respect by joining either of the military blocks, and a
pillar of moral strength which supports right causes by adopting
peaceful yet effective means, were all the brain-waves of
one great soul, Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, the leader who brought
glory to India.
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The greatness of India is that it has not been‘aVe"S_e
to absorb ideas from any quarter, which get fertilised 1N
Is rich tradition of assimilation. Culturally, India has beeln
reinvigorated by mental contact with the West from Alexander S
ume, with the Middle East from the rise of Islam and with
Europe from the time of Vasco da Gama. Spiritually - the
area of its supreme pride - it has kept the dynamo of 1ts
churning thoughts rotating from the time of Mohenjo-daro
to Gandhiji. Open the pages of the UPANISHADS or GEETH
or GEETHANJALI, you will be struck by the wonder of ideas:
Go to Taj or Puri temple or Golden temple, you would be
amazed by the richness of ideas. What are our Shankaras
Madhayas, Kabirs, Tulsidas, Guru Nanak, Shah Wa“'u.uah
o Arvn'nd Ghosh, if they are not a powerhouse of ideas? Sociallys
a fabric of diverse strands is woven into a unique pattert
by the inner urge to find unity in diversity - a concept of

deep significance to Indj fei kshetra
in ideas has g India. Politically, the battle of Kru

i i one on through the ages, and at no time SO
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India %veiffrz the end of the century, let us all hope and pra";
invention a ;Ubtless be among the powers of the earthd e
and Wisdomnt Industry, in wealth and trade, and in knowl€ 1%-
ness o1 © teach humanity "the tolerance and the g?f?t,ve
soul, the mature mindy the quiet content of unvaU,‘S't,l

’ calm of the understanding spirit, and a unifying;

g?cifgéngm;sos\;eg for ‘all living things". Let this be the ;idfﬁe
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DRAVIDIAN SETTLEMENTS IN ANCIENT POLYNESIA

Clyde Ahmad Winters

E. J. HANDY, the leading Oceanic ethnologist of the
1930's, hypothesized that the Polynesians resulted from two
‘waves of migration', the first had 'Indian Brahmanical culture'
and the second coming from 'Dynastic Indo-Malaysian culture'!

The originators of these civilizations were Proto-Dravidians
of India and Southern China.

Bellwood is positive that the original home of the Austro-
nesian group was southern China and Southeast Asia. All

of their domesticated plants and animals first came from
this area.’

The ancestors of the Austronesian speakers were probably
participants in the Yangshan and Longshanoid cultures. These

people had pottery, domesticated cattle and pigs, grain and
writing.

These early southern Chinese were predominantly of
Yueh origin. The Yueh were probably the first settlers of
Melanesia. In Melanesia they developed a distinctive stamped
and incised pottery: Lapita (culture), and expanded eastward
across the Pacific 3500 years ago. The Yueh group was pre-
dominantly Blacks (of Manding and Dravidian origin). The
decline in pottery making in Polynesia after 500 BC probably
resulted from the expansion of classical mongoloids from
Annam and Indonesia, and Yi tribes from Eastern China.
eastward across the Pacific.

, The Yueh were the founders of China's ancient civili-
zations including the Shang and Xia dynasties. > The forerunner
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of Shang and Xia was the Longshan culture. The san dai (three
major dynasties) of China were Xia, Shang and Zhou. AN
old saying among the Zhou said that "The rituals/or ru}es/
of the three Dynasties are one... the Yin (Shang) inherited
their rituals/or rules/from the Xia".

The first Emperor of China was Fuxi/Fuhi (2953-2838);
he is described as "woolly haired and black". In the Shu Zhing/
Shu Chiang the Xia are called li-min 'black people'.

The Xia are believed to have belonged to the Erlitou
culture. The founder of the Xia dynasty was Emperor Yu.
The Yueh 1tribes are descendant from the founders of the

Xia dynasty. Many members of the Yueh tribe spoke Proto-
Dravidian and Manding Languages$

The Chinese historical text claims that Xj ined
by the Yi, Lo, Yellow and Zhi rivers. In t\lii? w:(s) lc’):;::ical
area the Erlitou culture was predominant. The datesg fog,'. Erlitou
are 2030-1530 BC. The Erlitou culture is characterized by
bronze vessels of the chueh type, jades, and palace foundations.

The Xia dynasty was located in H .
According to the Ku ben Zhu Shu Zhi Njen e'r"‘?rr:e E;?'d Shaan;u;
from Yu to Zhieh had seventeen kings.... ar,\d lasted 14371 );,225,«5?['

Early Shang and Xia were
shared elements from the LongSh:riconisslyan:jel?:_tiq' They both
For example, the Taosi ruins, a Longshan sitr 1tou cultures.
Fenhe and Changshan ranges, is considered e_dbetween the
Xia period site. The people of Xia were of trr:" c\i{le and la'fe
group. € Yueh ethnic

The geographical center of Xia yag in th
mountains. The Yueh of Xia were great sajjors C'e- Songshan
unicated with each other by sailing along riv.ersltIES comm-
that connected the Xia towns. and canals

The capital of Xia is believed to hay

e
in the Gaocheng area. The name of the cap been

. 1
ital of ocated

Xia was
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Yangcheng. In the Bamboo Annals, it is said that "Among
the desendants of Xia, Yu resided at Yangcheng". Most re-
searchers believe that the legendary Xia capital of Yangcheng
is the Wang Cheng Gang mound near the Wudu river.

The Yueh peoples of Xia and Shang had two major
totems. The totem of the Manding speaking Yuehs was the
snake and/or lizard (dragon). The Dravidian Yueh people had
the bird and/or peasant as their totem.’

The Yueh were also called Yuehchih or  Kuishuang
(Kushana). In ancient times the Yuehchihs controlled Central
Asia and much of China until the first century BC. In the
Pali Chronicles, the Ramayana and Matsya, the Yuehchih
were called Yakshas or Kosar. Although the Yueh of North
China established Xia, according to the Yi Xia Dong Xi Shuo

by Fu Ssumein, the Shang were united with the Yueh of south-
west China.

The name Kuishuang (Kushana) for the Yuehchih points
to a western origin for some of the Yueh peoples. This is
an historical reality because the Proto-Dravidians began their
migrations across Asia from Iran. According to Col. Rawlinson,
much of lIran was called Kushiva in the cuneiform script.
During the Kassite period of Iran, the people were called

Kashshu. The Kassite language is closely related to the Dra-
vidian group.

The Elamites were known as the 'people of the bow'.

The Elamites spoke a language closely related to both Dravidian
and Manding.

The name of the Elamites is interesting because it
suggests that the founders of Shang were related to the ancient
inhabitants of Elam. The founders of Shang are called Yi.
Yi means 'Great Bow-man'. The symbol for Yi is translated
as Tagung. This character has two parts : ta 'great’ and gung
‘a bow'.8 The name Yi, and similarity in the name Kuishuang
(Kushana) and Kashshu highlight the archaeological evidence

pointing to a Western origin for many elements of ancient
Chinese civilization?
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The. original Shang also came from the West. The Chme?e
point to the Kunlun mountains as a source for the Shang.
This is interesting. Kunlun was a general term used up to the
Tang Dynasty for Asiatic and African negroes.)' This would
explain the name li-chiang (Black Chiang) for the Shang. This
suggest that the Kunlun range was an ancient stronghold
of the Yueh tribes before they colonized much of China.

The Zhou cailed the Shang, li-min (black people). The
Zhou were the first Hua or Han rulers of China. In the Zhou Lii
the Zhou claimed that the Shang had 'black and oily skin'.
The negroid origin of the Shang is supported by a Zhou bronze
inscription (c.771 BC), which observes that:

vKing/ Wu (son of king Wen) conquered Shang on the
morning of/the day/jia zi. Having seized the (Shang)
ding-couldrons, and vanquished the dark (Shang) king."

In the Shang poem Xuan Niao, we read that "Heaven
bade the dark bird/To come down and bear Shang."3 ACcording
to the Yin Ben Zhi, the founding ancestor of Shang was Xieh,
a member of the Tzu clan. Here we read that: "Yin's Xieh,
his mother, was Chien Ti, a daughter of Yu Jung shih....Three
persons went 1o take a bath. They saw that a black bird dropped
an egg. Chien Ti took and devoured it, became impregnated,
and gave birth to Xieh. Xieh grew up, and assisted Yy (the
founder of Xia) in his work to control the flood,with succegs. 4

The use of the black bird for the founder of Shan
may mean that it was a totem of one of the Proto—Dravidiagr;
tribes of southern China. Chien Ti was probably a vyj girl
(thus the name Yin-Shang for the Shang dynasty) that Married
a royal member of the Black bird (Yueh) clan. The stud
of crania from Yin-Anyang indicate that the two majp racia{
groups of late Shang were negroids gndwclassxcal Mongoloids
(like the Austronesian speaking mongoloids)!

As you know, the peasant was an early totem for ome
Dravidian tribes of Kosar origin. It is interesting y ome
that we find bird myths such as this one mainly Centrapol®
on the coast of China.16
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Many .members of the Yueh tribe which founded Xia
spoke Tamil or Manding. The totem for many of the Xia
was a bird. The Yueh originally lived in Iran as mentioned
earlier,'? from here they migrated to China.

The founder of Xia was Yu, wh> was assisted by Xieh
of Shang. Yu was a regulator of floods and storing water
for agricultural purposes.8 The Chinese traditicns about
Xieh working with Yu may relate to the first period when
the Yi and Yueh groups became organized into a loose con-
federation of city states located on high ground near rivers
and streams.

The majority of the ancestors of the Lapita culture
bearers were descendants of the coastal Yueh (of the bird
clan) who supported the first Shang Dynasty and Xia. The
Shang were divided into two dynastic groups. The first Shang
dynasty was predominately negroid (Dravidian) based at Bo
(Po), the second dynasty based at Anyang was led by classical

- mongoloids (Yin). The Yin or Yi made their capital at Anyang;

they ruled for the last 273 years of Shang.

The Dravidian Shang were called li-Chiang {Black Chian%).
The Shang civilization was born on the Pacific seaboard.'®
This view is supported by the ifact that such Shang innovations
as hangtu (pounded earth structures), turtleshells, tomb con-
struction, bone carvings and jade originated along the Pacific
seaboard.2l  In addition southern Nao (bronzes) and Shang
bronzes are identical.?)  This along with 'black bird' myths,

associated with Shang which are also found on the coast
indicate analogy. !

When the Yin moved Shang to Anyan i i
lived in Chiang Fang, a country gto the \:/estgaofthf\f“ﬁg;gf;ngli
The Yi and Yueh engaged in many wars. For example gt'he
Xia people were often in conflict with the Yij groups ij Th
Yi tribes slowly conquered the Xia city-states u.nt'l ey
became Yin-Shang. 11 they

Under the Yi, the Chiang peo i
| , ple were mad
The Chiang people were often referred to as Ta ::I':ir::g S}:‘Vaf;‘;
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Chiang', they were the agricultural workers and artisans
of Yin-Shang. These Yueh people were also used in Yin-Shang
ancestral rites as sacrifice victims according to the oracle
bone inscriptions. The difference between the populations
of Xia (Yueh) and Yin-Shang (Yi) would support Ting Shan's
hypothesis that the founders of the san dai were of different
ethnic groups.2* The cultures of Xia, Shang and Zhou probably
remained constant because there was a carry over of the
Xia culture traits by both the Yi and Hua when they founded
their own empires and made slaves of the li-min (i.e., Dravidian
and Manding speaking people).

This would expla‘in the passage in the Li Zhi, which
says that "the regulations of the Three dynasties are the
same and all the people follow them". Confucius is quoted
in the Wei Zheng (The Confucian Analects) as saying that
nthe Yin Dynasty followed the regulations of the Xia, wherein
it took from or added to them may be known; the Zhou Dynasty
followed the regulations of the Yin: wherein it took from
or added to them may be known".2>

After the fall of the Yin-Shang, the Yueh people were
forced out of the north by the Zhou, into Shandong, Zhejiang
Fujian, Jiangxu and Guangdong. Later they spread into /\nhu;
and Henan.2é

After the fall of Shang many Dravidians of nor
took their ships and began to search the Pacific for ne
lands. Many of the Pacific Islands as far as Japan were
by Proto-Dravidians by 100(~J.BC.o27 Thus the classica]
loids mainly settled the Philippines and Indonesia whic
sparsely populated Dby Negro and Negrito tribes after e
fall of Shang.

th China
W home-
OCCupied
mongo-
h were

The Proto-Melanesians were mainly a mjixeq
of Yueh tribesmen. 1t was more tha}n likely that ” wafrﬁﬁp
Yueh people that spread the negroid type throughout muE
of the Pacific and Lapita culture. c

This theory of an early Yueh migration to '
d explain the stone images of the Necker Is)3 Polynesia

woul nds, Publisheq
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by Kirch, which shows negroid features and are different
from classic Hawaiian anthropomorphic figures in stone or
wood.28 In addition there is a unique relief carving from Moa-
nalua Valley, O'ahu, now in the Bishop Museum that resembles
the Fu Tzu/Fu Hao inscription without the Fu element?’ As
mentioned earlier, Tzu is the clan name of the Shang.

Thus the migration of the Yin-Shang southeastward after
the fall of Shang to Zhou may have forced the Yueh below
the Yellow river, from the mainland on to the Pacific Islands.
Other Yueh tribes were absorbed by the Yi tribes. This would
explain the bird myths along China's eastern coastal region
and in Polynesia. The bird-egg motif is also found in Polynesia,
where -Tangaroa Maui, the creator god, had a similar birth
to that of Xieh, founder of Shang?0

The second Dravidian migration to the Pacific Islands
took place from the Yunnan area. Ancient Yunnan had many
diverse ethnic groups living in the province which was called
Gandhara upto the late 13th century. The multi-ethnic character
of Yunnan's inhabitants is evident from the various ethnic

groups depicted on the bronze vessels from a Dien tomb from
Shih Zhaishan, Yunnan.3'

The Yueh dominated trade in Yunnan and the Yue empire
in Zhou times. In the Zhu Shu Ji Nian (The Bamboo Annals),
there is mention of the arrival of an ambassador and trading
parties from Tayao in Yunnan during the Zhou dynasty. These
ambassadors gave the King Zheng Wang a monkey that was
called kudang?? Kudang is the Dravidian term for monkey.

The Yueh of Yunnan, built their empire on the Changjian
(Yangtze) and Mekong rivers. [t was in the area of Lake Dian,
not far from North Vietnam, that Dongson culture originated.

The Dravidian speakers of Dongson were called Y akshas,
Kosar or Kamboja.”> According to Indian records, by 500
BC the Yaksha were in possession of the land facing Sri Lanka’®

The spread of the Dravidian speaking Yueh tribes from
South India to China at this early date would explain the
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The Ba-Shu made ordinary earthen pit graves and'b_oa,}5
offins. They worked in bronze and had their own writing.
%ho ar.tifacts from Dapona resemble the bronzes from Lake
Dian, a centre of the Dong-son.

Yunnan was also the homeland of thg Chinese _broqze
drums. The Ba-Shu probably played a role in the distribution
of these drums over Indonesia’t  As early as the 5th century
BC, these bronze drums were introduced into Malaysia, Java

and northern Vietnam.

Both the people of Ba and Shu had a highly developed
boat technology and were known as great seamen.

After the Yue, Ba, and Shu were defeated by Qin,
the Yueh peoples fled to the southwest and into Annam.
During the Han Dynasty the fragmented 'states' of the Yueh
people, not included in Qin, were nominally incorporated
into the Han empire.

The southward migration of the Yueh peoples after
250 BC probably contributed to the second migration wave
of Dravidian people to the Polynesian area. But most of the
Yueh tribesmen fled to India, rather than the Pacifijc.47

The earlier presenc.e.of Yueh tribesmen jp
Islands explains the .afﬁmty between Austrone
one hand, and Dravidian and Mand}ng languages on the other.
This would support J. Frasgr's view that races from [ndia
had settled Polynesia and influenced Hawaiian ary 48 S.P.
Smith, in 1898, reco_gmzed a South 'Indla.n mnfluence in Poly-
nesia as well. In addition, J.R. Francisco is sure many Tagalo
terms were borrowed from Tamil. The Dravidjan influencs
in the Philippines and Indonesia may also result from the
Yueh migrations to Annam due to wars with the Qin anc
Han armies.

‘the Pacific
Sian on the

i lanesian, Dravidian, Mand;

A comparison of Me an, Mangip

; i es shows considerap) B anc
nesian/Austronesian languages ! ‘ e cognar,

?nOI);he area of culture and kinship terms. (Fig, 1) ghatior

. revj
of this material indicates that the speakers of these langu\:::
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‘lived in dwellings established in sedentary villages, led by

chiefs and/or holy men. They hunted with the bow and arrow,
made pottery and possessed writing. In addition, they share
the terms for fish, domesticated animals and root and grain
crops, the deity, and major topographical features.

In addition, an examination of toponyms in China, south-
east Asia, South India and Polynesia show many affinities®’
(See Fig. 2) All of this material, historical, archaeological
and linguistic, indicates the validity of the two migration
wave theory of Handy, and his findings of an "Indian" influence
on Polynesia. The Indian influence results from the fact tha:
many Yueh tribesmen spoke an aspect of Tamil, and helped
in the rise of South Indian civilization. *°

In summation the historical and archaeological evidence
supports Handy's two wave migration hypothesis. The first
wave of Proto-Dravidians to the Pacific were the Yueh people.
The Yueh probably introduced the Lapita culture, since manv

a4 ©f the Longshan people used incised red pottery.

The second wave of Dravidians from mainland Asia,
to settle in the Pacific, came from Yunnan and Annam. These
Dravidians were the Kosar (Kushana) of Indian tradition who
were forced out of Yunnan by the Hua, and in Annam by
the Thai. Following this migration to the Pacific, most Proto-
Dravidians migrated into South India where they were known
as Tamil speakers. The classical mongoloids who also settled
Polynesia after 500 BC were heavily influenced by the Dra-
vidians of the Shu and Dong-son cultures.
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Comparison of Dravidian, Manding and Polynesian Terms

.
.

Figure |

Manding

Dravidian

Melanesian Polynesian

Engli

holy man, chief

tu
kulu
ku
mansa
sdwe

tuyan
kalam, kappal

ko
mannan

carru

*datu, tu'i
*gaban

ku

mana
*surat
*balay

high chief, lord

write

canoe, boat
house

deity

b8, bu

gibu, pura

apar, pal

iron, tongs

bgra
be

irumpu

*bari

of Blacksmith
to weed, cultivate

yam

bey, benni

kuni

*babaw
*qubi
ika

ku

'

bake, yege

bara
da

kayal, karai

ige

fish, fillet

vessel

pot
arrow

bara-bora

taga
fana, pana

pora, bora
taga

barani, parani
takali

akal,

§a

é
konga, guhga

a, by

by

fana, pana
kede

pakari, pagari

ox, cattle

goonde, koodi

India Past and Present

10
v ¢
. @

5 .2E w3
- )
Slwadd2a>a®
coxXx3x+sak

c
> g ca
] - —
sScn SERE
W o WS ookt
CPw¥XYOXXad
<
Cg 3‘“8
) “’E'
F8 95828
o 35800
* % **HQ_E
©
3
%b -
[
g > a
2% s8¢
2
©
22y ®
fSeo8e W
i -
28%c © v
85 +C & 53
— Qv 3 © L
Bo5oXEGEY
“eRESTERE

Dravidian Settlements in Ancient Polynesia 237

Figure 2 : South Indian and Pacific Place Names
[Toponyms collected by Vamos - Toth Bator]

Tamilnad Solomon Is. N. Guinea Japan Philippines

Adagal Adagige Adako

Alanad Arabala Ara

Attapad A'ta Ata

Bagur Buga Baga

Devara Deva Deva Dewamori

Doda, Dodda Doda Dogamori

Kalavara Kalivara Karawari

Kambanur Kambona Kamibun

Kanavai Kanaang Kanamagari

Karai Karay Karaizawa  karay

Karangali Kaldn Karannai

Kari Kari Kari

Kavan Kajan Kayano Kajan

Killiyanur Kili Kirihata

Kota Kuta Kota

Maida Majda Maida Majda

Madarpakram Madiar Magari Madiar

Makurti Maghona Makura

Marakal Marararé Maru

Palavar Paragat Parasan Paragat

Saidapet Sizajda Saida Szajda

Sitarampet Szita Sitaura

Suvarnavati  Szuaba Suwara

Talakalla Talakali Taraku

Tura Turi Turi, Turu

Urakam Uragaj Urakani

Urigam uri Urikari, Urimako

There are ten common prefixes for these toponyms:
Ada, Kana, kara, karu, szu, tala, tom and vara. The suffixes
are very interesting, because they indicate city or market,
i.e., ur, vara, and ra.’
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THE BHUYAN LAND-LORDS AND THEIR ROLE
IN THE ECONOMY OF MEDIEVAL ASSAM

D. Nath

THE term Bhuyan comes from the Sanskrit word Bhau-
mika, meaning a 'land-lord' which is equivalent to the Persian
word Zamindar." The Bhuyans are common to both Assam
and Bengal and in both countries they are usually referred
to as Bara Bhuyans - meaning the twelve land-lords, although
the term Bara does not mean that their number should ne-
cessarily be twelve, They rose to political power, taking advan-
tage of the then contemporary political situation of their
respective regions.2 In Assam, for example, there was a
loss of centralised authority after the death of Sandhya (c.1250-
1270), who fought the Muslim invaders led by Ikhtiyar-ud-din
Yuz-Bak Tughril Khan in A.D. 1255/56; and it appears that
the Bhuyans began exercising their independent powers from
about the close of the 13th century. Of course, their political
status varied according to the nature of the government
at the centre. If a ruler at the centre could exercise his
sovereign power over the region, the Bhuyans owed him their
allegiance, but they used to behave as independent lords
whenever the central authority grew weak.

Some of the Bhuyans used to style themselves kings
(Raja), whereas some others assumed titles like Kshatriya
Samajapati.’ The powerful among them again distinguished them-
selves as Bar (big or great) Bhuyans,reducing the petty ones
to the status of Chota (small) Bhuyans. The Riyas-us-Salatin
makes mention of the Kamata chieftains or Bhuyans like
Rup Narain, Mal Kunwar, Gasa Lakhan, and Lachmi Narain
calling them Rﬁjés.“ In the account of Buchanon Hamllt_on
also, there is a reference to one Harup Narayon as the king
of Kamata who is said to have been the son of Mal Kongyar
and grandson of Sada-Lukhymon.5 It is possible that Buchanon
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mistook Harup Nara
although in realj
that, soon after
Kamata, hijs

the conquered

yon (Narayan) for the king of Kamrups
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n Kamars were killed and the Muslim government installed
uling the Cwas overthrown. The Bhuyans now aga.n began
Barua, this '(l)Sutntry as independent chiefs. According to K.L-
a lon’g time ;tle.Of things could not naturally continue for
head above a.ll thte}ma‘;]ely a Jeadgr appeared who raised his
them all. This was OBt- €r petty chiefs and gradually subjugated
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lives insecure under the
from the west and the
the region. They also f

anised the B
These tribe
pressure of
oppression of
ound that th

odo tribes of the region
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to set up a stable Nd were mak;j s
to look for a leadeg:)v?:“ment. These tribes, t:grenfc;ritut;rengpan
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in Kamrup under the leaq o ~9ssain Shah or his government
had knowledge of the Srship of the Bhuyans. H B ey
combined in himself skilj L 12y tacti it and
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om amon

By thus organising the trj

gl;egxance, Biswa Singhja_ enterletzal i:‘;roength and winning their

uyans. The Darrang R3j Varhgavalj giv an alliance with the
contested by the Koch king BisyJ €s a list of the Bhuyans
of Assam8 records how the vane ade! o
the Muslims along with Biswa Singha
block on his way to power. nti
as exclaiming: "Biswa, who was till
who made you Biswa Singha (i
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your safety, attend on me in person without delay."? The
Bhuyans could not tolerate the rise of a tribal chief in the
person of Biswa Singha. And it should be noted that, even
though this land-lord class was subjugated by the Koch king,
he failed to root it out, and throughout the Koch administration
in the 16th-17th centuries the Bhuyan institution remained
a state within a state.

It is usually believed that the Bhuyans were of a Hindu
caste. But in the Darrang Raj Varnsavali as well as in Persian
sources like the Akbarnama and the Ain-i-Akbari, there are
references to Brahmin and Muslim Bhuyans respectively.'0
This further confirms that the Bhuyans were a class rather
than a caste. It appears that, taking advantage of the political
unrest in the country, any person having large tracts of land
and resources like arms could establish himself as a Bhuyan.
In the western Brahmaputra valley, the most influential persons
who had both land and military resources were usually the
Kayasthas who monopolised the high offices in the adminis-
tration of ancient Assam and the Kalitas who monopolised
trade and commerce. Hence the Assam Bhuyans are mostly
from these two castes.

According to the Gurucharitas,'’ the institution of
Bara Bhuyans of Assam originated from the establishment
of the seven Kayastha families by Kamesvara Durlabhnarayan
(c.1330-1350), following his treaty with Gaudesvara Dharma-
narayan (c.1325-1330). These seven Kayasthas,'? among whom
was Chandivara, the great-great-grandfather of Sankaradeva.
the propagator of the Neo-Vaishnavite movement in Assam,
were subse?uently joined by five other Kayastha families
from Gauda'® so that their total number increased to twelve.
But this statement is not supported by epigraphic evidence
recorded in the Raut-Kuchi Grant, Saka 1251 (A.D. 1329)
of Purushottam Das who was a very powerful Bhuyan. The
grant records that a thousand swordsmen always marched
before Basudev, Purushottam's grandfather who was also
the right-hand man of the king (Indrandrdyana). The grant
turther records that Purushottam, "on account of his great
wealth was matchless..... By dint of the valour of his arms
and heroism he had defeated the rival kings and obtained the
glory of sovereignty."”‘ This indicates that not only Purushottam
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Das, who made donation of a village in the present district
of Kamrup to a Brahmin, was a leading Bhuyan, but his grand'
father was also a powerful land-lord. From this 1t becomes
clear that there were Bhuyans long before the imrmgratlon
;f the abovementioned twelve Bhuyans from Gauda In ab'out
a.[l). 1330. King Biswa Singha 1s said to have foughyagamst
darge number of Bhuyans. But it was evidently against the
lTnh;geGnous Bh}lyans that he had to launch his initial struggle:
ol h:rduc;\antas clearly inform us that the emigrant Bhuyans
maguri to een established by Durlabhnardvan first at Lenge”
ealie protect his klngdom from the inroads of the Bhutiyads:
e . er shifted by him to Tembuwani in the eastern part
ohuyans present dlStI’AlCT of Nowgong. From Tembuwani the?g

If at all erTl!grateq first to Alipukhuri and then to Bardowa:.
Iswa Singha fought against these immigrant Bhuyans
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putra valley. the whole of the Brahma-
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lands and settled new villages over which they exercised
their lordship. They had their own armed forces and exercised
their political authority over their estate. Thus the Bhuyans
resembled more or less the autonomous chiefs of Mughal
india than its zamindars. As pointed out by Prof. Irfan Habib,
the zamindar's right over land was called 'proprietary’, but
that of the chief's was something superior 1o zamindar's.
The latter originated independently of the existing imperial
power, and a claim to a share in the total produce of the
soil b% the state was different irom the land revenue collected
by it.

The Bhuyans were usually men of letters and had know-
ledge of the scriptures. This was why some of them who
migrated from other lands were gifted with lands by the
kings of l4th-15th century Assam.'8 Besides, they also claimed
virgin lands and thus extended their territories. Thus the
Bhuyans became masters of extensive tracts so that they
could independently gift these to the Brahmins along with
men and materials. As pointed out earlier, one Purushottam
Das, a grandson of a Bhuyan, granted a village to a Brahmin
in the present Kamrup district of Assam!? According to
Prof. Amalendu Guha, the assumption of the titles like Bhuyan,
Giri, Rai, Khan, and Dalai,etc. suggests that "they represented
not merely a status group but also a class of armed land-
controllers."20 [t was again due to their superior cultural
achievements that they had knowledge of high-yielding trans-
planted rice cultivation, and that with the help of their slaves
and servants they cultivated their estates without
It was at their initiative that cultivation of transplantec
sali variety of rice made gradual progress in the lower Brahma-
putra valley, while the same variety was being developed
in the upper Assam region at the hands of the Ahoms. This
was a tribe that belonged to the Shan race who ruled over
Assam for a period of six hundred years.

break.

The peasantry of the estates of the Bhuyans, besides
constituting their military forces, served also as permanent
cultivators. The Bhuyans had a large number of cows. slaves
and servants. The farnily of Sankaradev is said to have had
thirty pairs of bultlocks and one hundred and twenty cows.21
It was certain that these land-lords hardly allowed their
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peasantry to live above the poverty line. The payment oj
the king's share and the maintenance of the army involve
huge expenditure, a burden which had to be borne by Ih?
tillers of the soil. Under such conditions, the statement ©
?a”y writers like K.L. Barua that the rule of the Bhuyans
"was just and mild" and that their rule "cannot be regarde
3% @ period of anarchy"?? can hardly be justified.

The Assam~Bhuyans were also expert in trade and other
entérprises. Building roads and communications for ‘helg
convenience was undertaken. The village of the Bhuyans ©

Nowgong | i i i ' ' ite
o tgnkg Is still known as Ali-Pukhuri, meaning ‘the !

o tank :ndmer:'bankment.s for flood control'. The Kathagu(r;;
hoarita, 2 edieval Vaishnava biographical work, recor
the river Tanz,t?ns of Nowgong built the embankment along
facitiover Ta tuwam for protection of villages and to creat€
facilu ransplanted cultivation?>  There js evidence
>ame work that it was thanks to their initiative that

commercial intercourse d
evelo e
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The appearance of the Bhuyan land-lords in Assam
helped in the feudalisation of society. With the slaves, servants
and the peasant labourers at the bottom, the Bhuyans formed
a class of lords similar to the »feudal lords just below the
kings. With their economic and military strength they suppres-
sed and oppressed the lower echelons and at the same time
served the military needs of the powerful kings when called
upon to do so.
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13th Dalai Lama. Based on his first-hand acquaintance with
the country and its polity - Bell was for a few years adminis-
trator of the Chumbi valley under the terms of the Lhasa
Convention of 1904 and later stayed for a whole year (1920-21)
in the Tibetan capital as a personal guest of the Dalai Lama -
its pages evocative of an era in Tibet's history when the
country functioned more or less as an independent entity,

China's theoretical protestations to the contrary notwithstanding.

Nearly a decade later appeared B.]J. Gould's The Jewel
in the Lotus (1957), the title a literal translation of the all-
too-familiar and ubiquitous Tibetan mantram, 'Om Mani Padme
Hum'. Like Bell before him, Basil Gould was India's Political
officer in Sikkim and had an intimate knowledge of the Tibetan
jandscape, both physical as well as metaphysical. Unlike Bell
who far from being tall was at once thin and wiry, Gould.
large, well-built and almost elephantine in propom;ns had
a shrewd grasp of men and things. Bell's years in and around
Lhasa belong to the hey-day of the 13th Dalai Lama, Gould's
to its aftermath. It was a difficult, unenviable leg:acv For
even at the best of times, the hiatus that inevitably )}e;wned
between the depart_ure of one incarnation of Chenrezi and
the re-appearance, in human form, of his spiritual successor
is filled by all kinds of men with their base intrigue and‘ lovx;
cunning. In the present case it was further compl}rated by
a boid Kuqmmtang Chinese inijtiative to stageaco;ne ‘b’(k)
the more violent in as much as the Great 13th had ma ; vd‘
in a most adroit manner, to keep both China and th C?ﬁge )
at bay. And this despite his own far f ¢ iy
with his great spiritual (and iti irom happy relations

. political) rival, the Panchen Lama
whc_>r, f:i;mg fotr the worst, had left (1923) ;wis seat of :Urhoé;?:y
at Tashilhunpo to .

p seek shelter among his Kuomintang supporters.

and uncertainty whi N
of his successor . scovery an
s a . - the mncum
Ziiatedngi; e(;/:nt,. in ceremonies ma’lrking it, Goﬁfdntha)ciqzr].' tlf
had visited Lhafautlsed for his government. In betwe pdrhle
British More than once, and af e
a ish presence there i ter 1936, stationed

n the per .
The latter eventually succeedeqd goujgn agg Hi;lE'tRlChirdsdoné
’ urn, hande
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over (1950) to independent India's own corps of distinguished
diplomats.

Richardson's Tibet and Its History (1962) is like Bell's
masterly, authoritative, written with insight, sympathy and
understanding. As a first-hand witness to all that took place
in Lhasa to the very eve of the Communist Chinese 'liberation’
of the country, his work is invaluable. More, to the extent
he was a master of the language and a shrewd observer of
the political landscape who scrupulously kept his distance
and never got too deeply involved, Richardson's book has
an imprint of magisterial dignity if also its concomitant aloof-

ness.

In sharp contrast is Heinrich Harrer's excellent Seven
Years in Tibet (1957). A mountaineer with great fascination
for unknown lands and peoples, Harrer trudged his way 1o
holy Lhasa as a runaway from British India's prison camp
at Dehra Dun. As one who came to know Tibet and the Tibetans
at the grass roots level, Harrer was completely at home in
Lhasa and made himself useful in numerous ways. Among
others he was sought by the child Dalai Lama, the 14th,
to whom as a tutor and companion of sorts he gave an exposure
to the world outside Tibet's constrained confines. His book
which was first published more than a quarter century ago
has run into any number of editions and translations. It is
a vivid, animated conceptualisation of an ethos and a people
so remarkably insular with all their fascinating mumbo-jumbo
of religious rites and colourful ceremonies before the Han
Chinese swooped down on them, marching in to reclaim their
self-proclaimed patrimony. One may add, if in parenthesis,
that Harrer's more recent Return to Tibet (1984) is, in sharp
contrast, a keen disappointment. The 'new' Tibet evokes
little interest, less enthusiasm either in the author or in his

readers.

11

With the disappearance of 'old' Tibet, there has come
about a virtual sea-change over the landscape and, inevitably,
on the works it now provokes. Lhasa is a well-nigh closed
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book and the old caravan route across the Nathu la and the
Chumbi valley through Gyantse and over the torquoise-blue
vYamdok Tso, a thing of the past, evocative of an age and
an era that is dead and gone. India's diplomatic, later (after
1954) consular, representation at Lhasa has been non-existent
for over a quarter century now. The Dalai Lama himself and
his vast retinue of counsellors and 'ministers' and nearly
100,000 laity, followed him into exile. How soon, if at all,
he and his people will return to their land of birth and faith
is any one's guess contingent upon a host of factors and forces
that are difficult to presage.

In the new politiqal climate that prevaiis in Sino-Indian
relations, with 1ts regional and global ramifications, Tibet
and its southern frontier with the sub-continent has assumed
an importance and a relevance it had rarely known before.
In the event, a hark-back to the Sino-Indian armed conflict
of 1962 becomes imperative if only to underiine the signifi-
cance of a closer, and more objective, assessment fgth
two issues highlighted above : Tibet and India's land fo or
with (Tibet's) China. nd trontier

A pioneering and in many ways perceptive

Britain's relationship wi‘th.China in the context of hsithp:dy Q_f
was Alastair Lamb's Britain and Chinese Central Asi 8( Asia
Its sub-title, 'The Road to Lhasa, 1747 a (1960).

to 1905', summed
a detailed historical
of‘ archival sources
blic Record Office

up the main thrust of Lamb's thesis:
survey, it rested on a solid sub-stratum
at the India Office Library and the py
in London.

Not long after came Peter Fleming'
(1961). No twgo studies could be so Vargi:dBf:,ym':r:s 'to Lhasa
prosaic but thoroughly rese_arched; Peter Flemingg.sre- Lamb's
loose on facts but written in good journalese with rsomeWhat
and feeling. Fleming took up the theme of the geeat verve
chapter in Lamb, on Curzon and the expedition tnummate
with pardonable exaggeration, he highly dramatiseq 9 Lhasa.

that did not lack in all that makes for an CXCiti:n €pisode
In sum, it was a popular version of Y°Unghusban(§scl'max-
to Lhasa under the aegis of a pushful Curzon whe W March

at odds with his political masters in Whitehall. s openly
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Parshotam Mehra's The Younghusband Expedition, an
Interpretation (1968) was more in consonance with Lamb,
less with Fleming: being essentially an academic exercise
that sought to place the expedition to Lhasa in its proper
historical perspective. This called for a good understanding
both of Tibet and its then powerful potentate, the [3th Dalai
Lama and of Curzon with his obsessive Russophobia, close
relationship with Younghusband whom he had known earlier
and mounting tensions with his political bosses inLondon whom
he distrusted and who, in turn, cordially returned the compli-
ment. Based on archival sources and the private papers of
the principal dramatis personae it sought to achieve a compre-
hensive perception of an important watershed in the history
of British India's relations with Tibet, and China.

m

As the sixties which opened with the trauma of the
Sino-Indian border conflict in the Himalayas wore on, the
focus of attention gradually shifted to a study of the long
and sprawling land frontier between Tibet and its southern
neighbour, now openly chalienged.

A slender but useful monograph by Lamb, The Origins
of the Disputed Boundaries (1962) was followed by his more
detailed study of The McMahon Line (1966), in two solid vol-
umes. Resting on a thorough and careful research into archival
sources in London, Lamb came close to suggesting that the
itl-begotren McMahon line lacked validity, and even in 1914,
was sought to be forced upon a recalcitrant Chinese regime
in Peking. Shortly afterwards, Dorothy Woodman whose standing
as a geographer and journalist knew few peers came out
with a large and comprehensive study, The Himalayan Frontiers
(1969) which, besides the McMahon Line, embraced the lLadakh
frontier as well. To an extent she endeavoured to rectify
some of the errors of omission and commission into which
Lamb had strayed. She had the additional advantage of direct
access to source material outside London and, thanks to her
life-long partnership with Kingsley Martin, was close to the
corridors of power in New Delhi and not unreceptive to some
of its nuances.
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Just about then had appeared Tsepon W D Shalfabpa's
Tibet : A Political History (1967). This was important if only
in that its author, a one time highly placed official of the
Tibetan government, had been a witness to some of the events
he now sought to present to a wider audience. In fact, Shakab-
pa's was the first authentic account of how Tibet had viewed
events concerning her about which the world outside had
been furnished different versions By everyone except one
of its own nationals. It was like a blast of fresh air in a milieu
that had known only the well-worn, familiar themes of the
Chinese or the British or an odd outsider.

In 1974 appeared Parshotam Mehra's large, one volume
study, The McMahon Line and After. It sought an objective
assessment of events leading to the Simla conference, where
the McMahon Line was drawn, and its aftermath. Broadly
it took up the threads after Younghusband left Lhasa with
the controversial convention in his pocket and brought it
down to the eve of China's 'liberation' in the aftermath of
the l4th Dalai Lama's accession to power and authority in
the Tibetan capital. Mehra's study had an edge over Lamb's
in so far as it had ransacked every scrap of archival evidence
available in New Delhi in addition to what London offered.
Besides, in surveying the post-1914 decades, long after McMahon
and his peers in Peking and Lhasa had left the scene. a certain
in-depth understanding of events relating to the eastern frontier
had become possible.

A couple of years later appeared Parshotam Mehra's
slender, a little less than 100-paged, Tibetan Polity, 1904-37.
Part of the prestigious Asiatische Forschungen series, and
based on his 1973 lectures at the Seminar fur Sprach-und
Kulturwissenschaft in the University of Bonn, the monograph
was an attempt at plotting a graph as it were of the personal
rivalries - with their profound ramifications both in Indja
and China - between Tibet's supreme incarnate lamas For
sure, the sub-title: 'the confiict between the 13th )
and the 9th Panchen Lama, a case study'
up the contents. These not merely high“g%’t;dne;i;lyir:ug::wcti
Jlandmarks in the history of Tibet, of which the Lamzs' f;n
from high-min@ed quarrels furnished the inevitable war a(;
woof. More, it also provided rich background materiaﬁ afr;r

Dalai Lama.
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a proper understanding of the contemporary scene: the far

From happy relationship that evolved between the l4th Dalaj

Lama and the 10th Panchen.

A more recent study, D P Choudhury's The North East
Frontier of India, 1865-1914 (1978) undertaken as a doctoral
thesis in London has offered a detailed analysis of the manner
in which the McMahon Line came to be drawn. With a sharper,
indeed exclusive focus on the frontier it has endeavoured
to fill in some gaps, in evidence as well as presentation,
left by both Lamb as well as Mehra. Without perhaps meaning
to do so, Choudhury yet offers a well-nigh complete vindication
of New Delhi's present stance on the McMahon line and to
that extent must have proved less than comfortable for Peking.

v

Premen Addy's Tibet on the Imperial Chessboard (1984)

A3 not, as the author heavily underlines, about frontiers. Its

principal objective, as the sub-title, 'The Making of British
Policy towards Lhasa, 1899-1925', clearly shows, is policy as
it came to be formulated by the British in that quarter century
from Curzon as India's Viceroy and Governor-General (1899-
1905) to his subsequent incarnation as HM's Principal Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs (1919-24). It is a tidy chunk
of 25 years that mark an important turning point in the history
of Tibet in the larger whole of contemporary events.

To start with, one is struck by the book's felicity of
expression: its ‘sentences well-chiselled with an acute eye
tor a good turn of phrase; its paragraphs neatly composed.
This is the more remarkable in that works of historical scholar-
ship, for most part, make for dull, sluggish reading. In refresh-
ing contrast, Addy's is well-turned and not only excites the
reader's curiosity but also sustains his continued interest
as the narrative progresses. Nor should this be a matter of
surprise in the present context for the author is a journalist
to boot.

-~

\
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Addy's chapters nonetheless are large, outsize, bulky.
The introduction which runs into 20 pages and the epilogue,
a little more than twice in bulk, apart, they vary in length
between 90 (Chapter HI), 82 (Chapter V), 74 (Chapter IV)
and 38 (Chapter 1I) odd pages of close print. A large, unwieldy
chapter has the disadvantage that a reader, barring a few
compulsive ones, somewhere in the middle or even earlier
tends to lose track of his whereabouts. Rudderiess, he is
apt to forget where he started or which direction he is heading.
A more rational arrangement from the reader's, and no doubt
the author's point oi view, is to have smaller, manageabie,
15-20 page chapters so that the threads are always well in
hand, the focus sharp and distinct and the sense of direction
unmistakable.

The ground which Addy covers is b -
indeed well-beaten having been traversed zp n::('j ge;r‘r\n,(nhzr and
others by authors listed in the preceding paragraphs - rgor;lg
Gould, Richardson, Lamb, Peter Fleming, Mehra, D eh,
Woodman, Choudhury. It is necessary to mention tr’lis 1?r0t ly
to underline that the author has drawn on material th only
known and has been explored, and used, earlier. To be at is

Addy has unearthed no new piles, made no fresh di sure,
brought to light no hidden, hitherto inaccessible, 'Sec\ixc/jeernnfs,
ce.

To say all this, however, is not to unsa
tion has a certain freshness about it. |t |
upon it here and there not so much Tolshi;iqualng to draw
arguments and familiar citations but to savOg t We“*chrn
of the larger whole that this work spells oyt U; something
of British India's initial interest and involve . Thus t:-_llkmg
politics, Addy emphasises that frontier busy-bodir::m in Tibet's

y that his presenta-

Strove to underline the fact th .
Lhasa the capital, its chief Etl:aiioem?;:: Tibet, ir.‘ClUdi”S
agricultural lands, was in geographj es, and its rich
India... that this area of Tibet.., 1aypwﬁi'. Proximity to
cial orbit of India. Together wijth the ol\:]el.t;l(]e c;)mmer_

strategic

value of the Tibetan plateay

\ . _ as .

interest in the politics of Lhasaa buffer it made their
b

eyes, a matter of legitimate concos-rr?t(p1613671)St in their own
Later underscoring how impor .
. t .
in the exploration of the Tibetaﬁ laanl:jtmzs role Indians played
quarter of the 19th century, and yet hoy, shsa’mzcl)wall'ds the last
essly neglected
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Later .underscoring how important a role Indians played
in the exploration of the Tibetan landmass, towards the last
quarter of the 19th century, and yet how shamelessly neglected
they were by their imperial masters, Addy cites with approval
the outstanding American scholar-diplomat W.W. Rockhill's

considered view that if:

any British explorer had done one-third of what Nain
Singh, Lama Ugyen Gyatso, Sarat Chandra Das or Kishan
Singh (alias A.K.) accomplished, medals, decorations,
lucrative offices and professional promotions, freedom
of cities and every form of lionizing would have been

his (p.43).

How precisely did Curzon's advent on the Indian scene
early in January 1899, bring the Tibetan imbroglio to the
fore needs no emphasising except in so far as forces and
factors outside of Tibet had assumed threatening proportions:

That there was a perceptible increase in tension between
the two Powers (viz. India and Tibet) since the Sikkim
crisis of 1886-1890 is undeniable; but the unresolved
problems of a hundred years might have lain dormant
for yet a while. It was, however, the threatened dis-
integration of China, and the uncompromising attitude
of Russia, that brought Anglo-Tibetan relations to a
boil (p.53).

Not long after he took office, Curzon found himself
out of step with his former colleagues in the British Cabinet
and not only on the question of Tibet. Differences in approach
led to growing mistrust and a certain lack of cordiality between
Calcutta and Whitehall. Essentially, Curzon looked upon himself
as the custodian of India's highest interests, as he viewed
them, and it was Britain's bounden duty to uphold, vindicate
and, if necessary, fight for them. By the time he wrote his
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celebrated despatch of 8 January 1903 on forcing China to
negotiate on Tibet, the Viceroy:

was not sure that politicians in London knew much
about India, appreciated its true significance In the
marntenance of British supremacy in the world or cared
deeply about Indian m‘terests. He resented the casual,
off-hand manner in which India was treated... The tone
of the Viceroy's letters betrayed a feeling of injured
pride... relations between India and the Home authorities
continued to simmer; the tension only broken by the
increasingly frequent thunderclaps of argument and
recrimination (p.58).

It is important to underline this not only in the larger
whole of the tragedy that was to overshadow Curzon's tenure
as Viceroy but also in the limited context of the genesis
of Younghusband's expedition to Lhasa. It was plain as a
pikestaff that the British government were less than enthus-
iastic about a 'peaceful' commercial mission forcing its way
into Tibet to negotiate with the representatives of a hostile
regime 1IN Lhasa_ and_the notoriously recalcitrant Chinese
who in their dealings with the Dalai Lama and his government
found themselves increasingly out on a limbo as it were.
As George Hamilton, then Secretary of State for India, con-
fessed, his colleagues were difficult to persuade:

They evidently, looking at Great Britain's interests
in other. partslof the world, were very reluctant 1o
give their acquiescence to any movement which even
though 1t might succeed in the locality where l,t was
initiated, would_ raise in other parts of the world inter-
national complications and embarrassments or lead
to Russia retaliating in other parts of A'Sla, where
23: o]v?rf,h(l;,ngcf). and material forces are stronger than

Curzon, a little less than sure ap
used considerable guile, and the Chines
played into his hands, in proposing a m

out a frontal assault,
e Amban, unwittingly,
eeting at Khambajong,
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inside Tibet. This was bad, and tragic enough. What was worse
was that a weak and unsuspecting Cabinet swallowed it without
fully weighing the consequences. As Addy has it:

The die was cast. An incursion into Khambajong was
to become the first step on the road to Lhasa. Strong
and masterful, the Viceroy had... succeeded in presenting
the Home Government with an apparent fait accompli
(p. 99).

From Khambajong to Gyantse was but a logical step.
Curzon was unashamed in parading the ‘hostility' of the lamas,
the ‘threat’ they posed to Indian security, the unobtrusive
'arming and drilling of Tibetan troops' on which allegedly
the Tsarist agents were engaged In a big way. In sum, the
danger was real and Curzon's chosen path the one and only
way out of a difficult situation. Brodrick, his one-time pal
and close confidant who had by now succeeded the mild and
suave George Hamilton, sounded a note of warning. 'The
Cabinet’, he wrote (November 1904), 'was most unfriendly
1o any advance into the Chumbi Valley, and will unquéstlonably
want to know where we are going to stop'. Balfour who had
succeeded Salisbury as Prime Minsiter was in deep anguish.
'l suppose', he confided in Brodrick, 'we must assent to George
Curzon's suggestion... but | do so reluctantly'.

That is where the tragedy of Curzon's Tibetan - and
why Tibetan alone - policy lay. He dragged an unwilling vacil-
lating, hesitant Cabinet into situations which normally, and
against their better judgment, they would fain have avoided.
In the result, they were a little less certain of his discretion,
a little less happy about the purposes to which his great
mind and will were bent. No wonder in the final act of dictat-
ing terms to the Tibetans in the Dalar Lama's golden Potala
both the Commisstoner as well as his liege lord and master
suffered a grave reverse. In the result the imperious Curzon's
Tibetan policy became, in Addy's apt phrase, HMG's 'sacrificial
pawn' and led to nothing better than the 'debris of broken
friendships, of injured reputations, and the bigger disappoint-
ment of Viceregal triumph denied'.
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In the wake of Curzon's well-nigh mortal disappointment,
d defeat, there followed years of gradual retreat from
a ’viewed as an untenable position. Nonetheless it
what WaZSary that China adhere to the terms of the modified
ha necccfnvention; equally that the Tsarist regime itself become
l;h::arty to the overall settlement in regard to.Tibet's new
political status. In terms qf HMG's - and a new Liberal regime
had taken over in Britain about 'the time Cu‘rzon repaired
home in a miasma of bitter public controversies and sharp
personal innuendo - new imperatives .and a more plxant Viceroy,
much of what India had gained in Tibet, at consxde_rable _sal;:lrn(-j
fice in men and money, was slowly, but steadily, 'mb’ e
away. The adhesion agreement (1906) itself was a considerable
concession 1o Chmgse 1ntransig¢nce_: in the event, Peking
regained its well-nlgh. lost position in the land of the lama
not by its own exertions as by British surrender in the very
moment of their great triumph. Much the same held true
in regard to Russian gains - the hands off policy which the
British now proclaimed in terms of the Anglo-Russian entente
(1907)  was made possible by a sacrifice of Indian suscepti-
bilities at the altar of purely extraneous considerations.

For the record, even Minto did not accept the change
without a whimper of protest remarkable in that his new
master In Whitehall was, not t_mlike Curzon, overbearing In
temperament and almost m.\posmble‘to deal with. For Morley
now openly charged the Viceroy with falling into his prede-
cessor's grooves. 'The other day', he confided, 'one of your
(Minto's) Tibetan despatches - with a dreadful reek of the
old policy about it - almost provoked me to an extremely
unofficial explosion. Happily it was followed by a more rea-
sonable performance’. Nor was that all. The Viceroy's advisers,
Morley charged,

wear blinkers and forget the‘ complex
interests, and, if you like diabolic machinations that
make Up international politics for a Vast  sprawlin
Empire like ours, €XPOSiNg more vulneraple Surfac%
than any Empire the world ever saw (p. 180),

Intrigues, rival
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In brief, during his 5-year tenure at the India Office,
Morley in conjunction with Grey sketched out the contours
>f his new Tibetan policy which, in essence, was to be regu-
lated within the prescribed limits of commercial privileges
zentred upon the three trade marts of Yatung, Gyantse and
Gartok. Nor was British interest to extend strictly beyond
the southern slopes of the Himalayas. This would have been
ideal if Peking too had reciprccated in terms both of the
letter and spirit of the compacts to which it had pledged
its word. To the extent China violated them with such shame-
faced brazenness as to drive away the Dalai Lama into the
arms of the very power he had earlier so sedulously spurned,
Morley's failure was patent. The answer to Tibet's dilemma,

it was now clear, 'lay not merely in a self-denying ordinance
by British India alone’.

Addy's penultimate chapter deals with the Simla Con-
ference and the McMahon Line. His principal concern, as
should be evident, is not in delineating the outlines of the
new frontier in the north-east except in a peripheral manner.
Nonetheless his observations on the validity of the line and

China's repudiation thereof are of interest. 'While it would
be unwise', he affirms,

to regard the McMahon Line as sacrosanct, particularly
as it was never demarcated on the ground, it was,
subject to adjustments of a secondary nature, a frontier
which was both fair, from an ethnic point of view,
and strategically sound. The Tawang tract was absorbed
principally for strategic reasons - which might have
violated the letter of the Anglo-Russian convention,
but... the transgression was surely a minor one, more
so as the Russians by permitting their arms to pass
from Mongolia into Tibet were already in breach of
this accord (p. 284).

As for Lhasa's later (1940) contention that the (914
transfer of this tract was made only 'on the understanding
that the British would help rid them of the Chinese and win

International recognition of their country's sovereignty', the
author finds it less than convincing:



266 India Past and Present

It is difficult to believe that the Tibetans, who had
conducted themselves so shrewdly at the Simla con-
ference, would have ceded such a large and valuable
piece of territory for no positive return (p. 283).

Crewe, then at the India Office, and no babe in the
woods, was not undeceived by Peking's tactics in repudiating
therr plenipotentiaryvs' signatures. It was, he confided in Grey:
‘Very much a la Chinoise - | suppose after long experience
of them one learns what Is the proper blend of cajolery and
brutality required in order to get anything done, unless one
goes mad in the process of acquiring this knowledge'.

As for India's 'deviousness' in negotiating a settlement
with Tibet behind Peking's back

such deviousness has to be set against the formidable
difficulties of negotiating with the Chinese. Neither
in attitude nor in her demands did China once displa
a degree of moderation that might have shown Briptiz
fears in India to be groundless. Not content with tri

free hand Morley allpwed her in Tibet, she was s e
reaching out for territory and influence in the SOuthoon
reaches of the Himalayas. Ard to each British ern
1o reach a reasonable accommodation syc
governments responded with endless

and prevarication. Had they been conce
with the needs of security they coylqd

a good line of defence in the Tibetan

belgief, though firmly held, that terrn’gfgilhes. Jordén's
in that area would have won Peking's asseCOncessmns
rest of the Simla convention, was backed bml'to the
no evidence... China was primarily interest)éd ittle or
rights in Tibet and less concerned with the f in her
Tibetan territory (p. 290). Imits of

attempt
cessive Chinese
procrastination

That is where this interesting, and by no o,
important study draws to a close. For Addy's |4 eans gn-
'An Epilogue: the Imperial Dilemma’', is in the p
of a retrospect than prospect. True, he talks

St chapter,
Ature more
of Be“ and
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his 1920-21 stay at Lhasa as a guest of the 13th Dalai Lama
as also of the new British approach in supplying Tibet some
arms and ammunition as well as providing training facilities.
But, in retrospect, Bell and his policy in the early twenties
turned out to be not so much in the nature of a watershed,
as Addy would have us believe, but that of a distinct departure,
a one-time exception. Not long after Bell had left these shores,
Tibet reverted to its traditional state of inertia; the much-
trumpeted 'new' Tibet dying still-born in the womb: The ammuni-
tion rusted away in dingy dungeons; the drill-sergeants were
spirited away and the Gyantse school, where Tibet's new
rulers were to be groomed, shut down even before it had
started. New Delhi behaved no better. By 1934, it had forgotten
not only Bell and his policies but alsc the contours of 1ts
eastern frontier! For the McMahon Line itself had been buried
far deep into oblivion; its resurrection was a long drawn-out
if also painful operation.

vil

Two major lacunae in this study are easy 1o pin-point.
At the outset it is a little less than clear as to the sort of
audience to which the author is catering. If it 1s the lay,
intelligent reader, he may be well-advised to chop his narrative
into half its present length taking away a lot of citations
and foot-notes in the bargain. If it is the sophisticated scholar,
the researcher and the academician, he should make chapters
Il ('Curzon and the Road to Lhasa') and V ('In Quest of Policy:
The Simla Conference and the McMahon Line') more meaty,
comprehensive. As of now, it would seem, he is sailing in
two boats and it is not quite clear if either of his clients
is happy with the end-product.

Another major limitation is Addy' i
on Indja‘ Office/Foreign Office recorgssisxcl_lgflldvoen defpendince
1S no evidence whatsoever that he either worked ;Jn o made
L%s;:? (l).fontdt:)en r:c;ldmgs at the National Archives 1n \ieor éﬂade
cords are us bt b Sew Delhi.
ut present, at best,

only one side of the stor ot to India Off
Ice and,

through it, gn Offne. £
g to the Foreign om Calcutta/Simla/Delh;

Office fr
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was the finished product, the Government of India's formal,
if colourless, despatches, its dull memoranda. How the policy
it laid down came to be formulated in terms of the debate
and discussion, the conflict and contention - and not only
in the Foreign Department - it provoked, is conspicuous by
its absence in these pages. On paper i1t took the form of
any number of notes, demi-official letters, emendations all
the way from the lower rungs of the bureaucracy through
the experis - the explorers, surveyors, men on the spot -
to the higher echelons and, not unoften, the very top itself.
This was, in fact, as important as, if not more important
than, the end-product that was mailed home. The full picture
would thus emerge if the two sides, the one here in India
and the other in Whitehall, were deftly dovetailed into each
other. To the extent the author has denied himself access
to this rich storghoqse of knowledge, his work, it would seem,
suffers from a crippling handicap.

There are a few errors of omission, and v
in an avoidably flabby, padded bibliography. Thus chgl\;mzs(;gg
lists among the 'unpublished theses' (p. 361) two of the univer-
sity of London which have, in fact, been published a long
time ago: K. Mojumdar's 'Political Relations between India
and Nepal' as Political Relations between India and Nepal
1877-1923 (1973) and D.P. Choudhry's already noticed 'Bri‘t)iasl':
Policy on .the North.EaSt Frontier of India' as The North
East Frontier of India, 1865-1914 (1978). Two other useful
studies havg esca?ped the author's notice: Suchita Gl\ h's
Tibet in Sino-Indian Relations, 1899-191}4 “97»7) o 1?15 K‘
Barpujari's From the Inner Line to the McMahon Li:: (198.2).
A few errors cameé my way too. The title of this rev 'S
1968 London pubhshed book is The Younghusband Ex ;(c;wgr s
an Interpretation and not The Younghusband Mission ? l;IOT;,
Again 'Aksai Chin' (pp. 1-22) is the title of a paper ‘t)) o
Hudson who has also edited St. Anthony's Papers No l)l".G.F.
bibliography erroneously listing it as G F Husdon Th.e A
China, St. Anthony's Paper, No. 14 N Aksai

These nonetheless are minor irritants in a work
considerable merit. For what Addy has done is to portr o
in vivid detail, a tangled skein wherein the story of Tibe?'l’

. s
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happy-unhappy past in the opening 25-odd years of this century
is revealed in all its starkness as rival imperialisms jostle
with each other in the battles of the Great Game in the
heart of high Asia. Its relevance today derives largely from
the fact that some of the basic issues he highlights are still
unresolved: how precisely to fit Tibet into the larger whole
of a Chinese polity where Indian interest stems, as in Morley's
days, from a firm conviction of honest neutrality or scrupulous
non-interference, provided it could be assured of a peaceful
northern neighbour. In more ways than one the border confla-
gration of 1962 stemmed from the Chinese attempt, in the
wake of their 'liberation’ of Tibet, to militarise a vast empty
landmass, a process which sharply upset the internal balance
and sent danger signals across the Himalayas. In the result,
it was not only Tibet and the Tibetans who were rudely shaken
but also New Delhi which had to bear the brunt of a compietely
misplaced faith in the bona fides of a professedly peaceful
Chinese neighbour.

To the extent Beijing can restore confidence in the
Dalai Lama and his people and assure New Delhi that 1962
was an aberration, there may well be a meaningful retracing
of steps. The Tibetan ruler may yet wend his way home and
New Delhi accept a rcasonable boundary settlement that
assures it of inviolability of its land frontiers. Sadly some
of the hectic to-ings and fro-ings of the Dalai Lama's emis-
saries have, as of date, made no headway nor yet have seven
rounds of New Delhi-Beijing talks, spread over nearly four
years, yielded any tangible results.



AR R R RRRRRREREERRERREREGRR

With best compliments
from

PANAM  AIRWAYS
Bombay

TR R R R R R Y

PRIVILEGES OF THE GUILDS IN MEDIAEVAL ANDHRADESA

P. Chenna Reddy

THE guilds played, in ancient and mediaeval India, a
very important role in ensuring economic prosperity.
The origin of the guilds may be traced back to the Vedic
period.” It is referred to in the ancient literary works by
several terms such as kula, $réni, puga, jati, vrata, sarhgha,
samudaya, sambha, parishat, sambhlya-sannuthana, varga,
sartha, naigama, etc.?2 The guilds may be broadly classified
into two types, viz., trade or merchant guilds and craft or
professional guilds. Much more important than the craft guilds
were the merchant guilds. They served as a catalyst in the
process of shaping the economic life of the country. The
Pekkandru, Nakharamu, Panchanamvaru, Teliki-vévuru, Kampulu,
Salevaru etc. were some of the prominent guilds of the period
under our survey (mediaeval period). These guilds not only
enjoyed certain privileges viz., banners, flags and seals, pra-
aStis, corporate property etc. but also received substantial
assistance from the ruling kings like the Eastern Chalukyas,
the Kakatiyas, the Reddis and the Rayas of Vijayanagara.

(a)  Banners, flags and seals

The practice of guilds having banners bearing the em-
blems and the implements of their crafts is a very ancient
one. In an interesting passage the Harivaméa, describing a
wrestling match between Krishna and the followers of Karnsa,
makes special mention, among the pavilions for visitors at
the arena, of the pavilions built for the different guilds,
and says that these pavilions, vast as mountains, were decorated
with banners bearing on them their respective implements
and emblems.>  An inscr.ption at Nagardhan in the Nagpur
district, belonging to the seventh century A.D., refers to
a guild of elephant riders and gives the name of its president
and the 12 members of the Executive Committee. The Assembly
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of the guild made a request to the ruler to make a grant
of land on their behalf, and it 1s worthy of note '(hatvﬂ‘\e
copper plate recording the grant bears the seal of the guild -
a goad - showing its status and importance. Some of the
guilds 1n ancient India did enjoy this privilege.®

In common with the trade guilds in ancient India, th_e
trade guilds in mediaeval Andhradésa also maintained thelr
banners and flags and even had gods of their own. About
Nakharamu and Pekkandru and their respective sign or weapon
used by them, Prof. Narasimha Rao observes: "Members of
the Nakharamu being traders and having to go on long trips
across the country, often through insecure regions, prOVided
themselygs, like the Pekkandru, with professional armed guards-
In addition to this necessary precaution, the members of
the Nakharamu, like the Pekkandru, must have received training
in the use of at jeast one kind of weapons with which to arm
themselves while on the move. In the case of the members
of Pekkandru the weapon was the staff or the Danda. They

even assumed the title ‘Dandayudha-hasthuly'. On this analogy

it may be assumed that the wea i
pon which the members Of
the Nakharamu learned to use with skill and carried with

them on their business trips mj
. ght have b mu
a weapon probably shaped like the Nakha (cﬁgr\l').th:{el:::rggrahapg

the collective name of thijs trading community, Nakharamu.
’

The Panchanamvaru was :
. - t .
in 4the mediaeval Andhradgéa. p;:‘echagg:“; important gglLd
It is possnble that this guild had a banner b means the “On;
of a lion. earing the emble

The other important guild :
or agriculturists. It is norma%ly refl:rrg:f tgu;ld t?f culuvators
of the Andhra region as 'the Kampupy'. an the (nscriptions
districts _of the' Andhra _region, adjacent 1o " in the Southern
nadu region, thls gugld 1s found referred to ne present _Tamll-
as 'Chitraméli_Periyanattar'.* The membel:s ﬂ:)ef ”::,C-”p“q?;
*Chitraméli means in Tamil "Plough sharen '_S g”—‘_——
Periyanattar means mgmberS_of the agricultur land. Chitraméli
Mahalingam, South Indian Polity , Madras 19556‘) S;lgl;i Cf. T.V.
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had their own banners and symbols. T.V. Mahalingam has
observed in this connections "It is of interest to note that
some of the slabs or stones or plates on which their inscri-
ptions are inscribed contain the sketches of the plough along
with other figures such as the bull, serpent, drum, parna-
kumbham, etc. Besides, some villages also came to be named
either after the plough or the Chitraméli organisation itself.
For instance, the village of Médikurti is referred to as Médikuru
in Tamil as also Telugu."®

The guilds maintained their separate identity by esta-
blishing their own gods (tutelary) and temples. For example
the members of the Nakharamu guild worshipped the god
Nagaré$vara. The venue of the ‘dharma-sabha' of this guild
was the mukha-mandapa of the Nagar&svarasvami temple.?
It is known from an inscription found at Perlr dated A.D.
1119 that Telugu members of this guild offered their worship
to the god Telugu Nakhar&évara whereas the Tamil merchants
to the god Arava Nakhar&vara.'® It_is evident from this
that the guilds in the mediaeval South Andhrad€sa maintained
their regional distinctiveness.

The Panchanamvaru, in conformity with the practice
of the times, instituted deities named after their collective
designation such as Akkasdl&$varal! of Akkasalis (Goldsmiths}?
or after one of the important implements of the craft conne-
cted with cultivation (Kamata): Kamathésvara.'’

It is known from the Manuvamsa-purdna that the Teliki -
vevuru (oil-millers) were the worshippers of god Mallikarjuna
of Bezawada.'® It is known from the inscriptions found in
the Karnataka region that the members of the guild of oli-
millers constructed a temple and endowed the god with the
name Telligéévara indicating their association.

The expression, ‘Galéya-Three-Hundred', is found in
some of the Kanarese inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh. P.B. Desai
says that Galeéya-Three-Hundred was named evidently after
the Kannada term Giala, meaning a plough!® This refers to
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the guild of agriculturists. They worshipped the god Galés-
varasvamir™

The guild of Salevaru or Dharma-saliya-janulu are found
referred to in some of the inscriptions of our period. The
Mattewdda inscription refers to the institution of god Sil&svara
in the name of Saliya-janulu.'® Thus the god Salésvara was
the tutelary deity of the salevaru or weavers. It is known
from VaiSya Purapamu that Vdsavikanya was the tutelary
deity of the VaiSya community."

(b) Prafastis

Another feature of these trade and craft guilds was
that they had their elaborate and high sounding prasastis
(eulogy).” They might have adopted these pradastis in order
to increase their social acceptability, economic stability,
political prominence and above all to command respect from
the public. Some of the praadtis adopted by the guilds of
our period are noted here. ’

The prasasti of the Virabalanjas (which includes Pekkandru
Nanadési, etc.) is recorded in many inscriptions of our enc;(f 18
Some of the Important titles and epithets enjoyedpb t-he
members of this guild are as follows: Samastha—bhuvanay'ana—
vikhyatulu (well-known in ali the worlds), Manukula. avi]trulu
(ornaments‘ of the kula of Manu), Aiz'ita-s;astrulu-s' ta-
mitrulu (friends of all and enemies of none). Sa tdr_ndas_.
guru-devata-bhakta-marga-tatparuly (devot’ed mta;a vllja_
to the worship _of Brahmins, gurus and gods), Ahi (;‘.::nse ves
vinirghdtaru (Emigrants from Ahichchatra), Hay’a- (Chchatra-
dhana-dhanya-samruddhulu  (abundantiy possessed Si:)lf ambara-
elephants, gold, grain, ch.), Dandayudha-hasthuly twh horses,
armed with .staves), Vlwddha'gamda"dhvaia—vir;?jitulo were
were distinguished by the pure Eagle banner) Vi-ru (“(ho
dharma pratipalakulu (the upholders of the V'i-rabal;n-a:ibalan]a_
etc. One of the inscriptions styles them as Ranara;]. harma),
vitarana-Karnulu, Tyaga-balindrulu, etc, 19 : Ba-ramulu,

- ; he
famous in Pakandu-21000, Vengi-6000 and Hana,ynk::J; very
: . v 1S

Privileges of the Guilds in Mediaeval Andhradesa 275

is supported by the title they assuined, viz., Pa'xkanémqu_-
Iruvaivokkaveyimtini Vengi—matSrqulaku-Anamkopda-pagt.a—
namnnaku-pramukhulu.20

The Panchanamvaru, like many of the organised functional
groups of the time, had a Prasasti of their own. It describes
them as Samastadévatanistarakulu (the Devctees of all Gods),
Tribhuvana-nirmita-dharulu (The supporters of all the three
worlds), Sriparvata-alamkarulu (The ornaments of the_ Sri
Parvata) Anamta-sabda-§istra-purdna-paravaragambhirulu
(well-versed in grammer, purana, etc.), Dhira-dhirottaranarulu
(The brave among the brave), Jagaddhita-karanuiu {(Workers
in the interests of the Universe), Sarva-jana-purushardhayuktulu
(observers of the four purushardhas, purushardhas being Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Koksha connected with the people), etc.?!

The Teliki-vévuru or the guild of oil-millers had
prasasti their own. They were_ described as Yama-niyama-
dharma-parayanulu, Bh3gavati-labdha-varaprasadulu (the
recipients of the grace from the goddess Bhagavati), Gurudeva-
padaradhakulu (the worshippers of the feet of the gurus),
Brahmasambhava-Paulasthyakula Manuvamshodbhavalu (they
sprang from the lords of the progeny of Manu, the son of
Brahma), Kankapura, Gajapuradhinayakulu, Ayodhyapuravresvara-
bhrtyulu (they were the lords of Kanakapura, Gajdpura and
the servants of the lords of Ayodhya), Sahasra-$3kh3nvaya-
gotras (of the one thousand gotras), Bezawada-§asanulu (the
rulers of Bezawdda), Bezawada Mallikarjunadevadivya sri
pada padmaradhakulu (devoted to the lotus feet of God Mallis-
varadeva), Chalukya-rajya-milasthambhayamanulu (they came
to be regarded as the main supporters of the kingdom of

Chalukyas). 22

The guild of agricultyr'ists also had their own pra§a§t1.
It is evident from this prasasti that this guild was essentially
a rural organisation which depended "ypon land and its pro-
duction. It runs as follows:?’

$rimatam Bhimi-putranim Srimad , .gsi—ksh_i'ra-j;vanam
Sarvaloka-hitam-nyayyam chitramélaya saSanam
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Jiyatam jagatam etat palanam rashtra poshanam
Sasanam bhUmi putrinam chaturvarna-kula-odbhavam-*

These prasastis are valuable guides for us to know the
origin, original home, the virtues of the members, religious
affiliations,banners and flags, corporate property, phllamhrOPhY’
military feats, administrative powers, privileges, trade acti-

vities, samaya-dharma, etc. of th 1lds
. et fr gul
of the period. ‘ rade. and o )

(c)  Corporate property

The guilds maintained corporate property or the property
;):Aorr\:d t(:)lvlectl\;:z;layg l?y the members of tphe pguilz. This 1spev?dem
from uej;:j prA s and the gifts and donations made by
e fegmr S. fs T.S.N. Murthy has truly observed: "One of
the rapid egsro(\:vththien r::rifeva]( AFd‘ih’a village economy was

naya (gut property mainly 1n the
igrr'rr;tgofc llelmd.‘lt was received by the samaya ays a rom\{me‘ranon
o ‘oro'ect;‘ve service to the ruler; or as a purchased commo-
bro)-:; 2 umd the case of cultivator's samaya new lands were
fromgPancnh ec;'h cultivation by way of deforestation."24 A record
ot N zf arl;ala registers the sale of land by the Pamchalulu
and | V¥5hakh that place to a certain Buddhasini?® An epigraph
o v.jShaiiatnam, dated Saka 1013, records that Nagaramu-
MItama. b anapatna_m_ made over to certain MdJlamandala
area Cz;llez Per?r;;railpltilor\:vailthdeed (Sfiéana--patramu) a suburban
specified taxes in that area.zgxe?ﬁglorr\es{criz:‘na? :rlg:bi:hi(?rf\

i:\digcrjtnitnegd :lnoatMi:??a' must, have belonged to the Nagaramu,
» nsive properties were owned b
chant guilds, which they could dispose of as they li/ket;wber:te57

The corporate nature of
. the r .
is well brought out by the inscriptions of the guld of Toimie
*Approximate English translation - Let thi §" ; -
by Gollas (shepherds) and the people sprunls . asanam issued
ciass of the cultivator's guild prosper g from the fourth
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\n epigraph from Zuzziru registers the gift of land to a
.emple by five members of the Teliki-vevuru community 28
Two epigraphs from Mukhalingam, registering cash gifts for
amps in the local temple, state that they were entru§ted
lo the care of the Telikis of Bandinigrama and Chddaganga-
sermta respectively.?? It is thus evident from the above nfor-
mation that there are instances where the Teliki-vevuru made
a collective gift of land and also instances where they colle-
ctively undertook to maintain lamps for which cash and land
gifts were madeil The land that was collectively gifted must

have belonged to the corporate land.!

It is not difficult to determine the resources of the
corporate property?ZSurely, an important source were the volun-
tary contributions made by the members of the guild. It 1s
known from the inscriptions that the guild had the power
to levy certain duties or contributions on its members.
Secondly, the guild acting as a bank received deposits in
cash and kind when it contracted to discharge a particular
responsibility, and naturally enough, they derived some profit
from this transaction. Lastly, members cf the public, including
royal personages, > invested theiwr money in these guilds,
capital which the guilds naturally employed .n promoting
their own trades and crafts.

Incidentally, an important piece of information supplied
by the guild of the Telikis is that where the management
of a gift was entrusted by the donor to the collective care
of the Telikis, the latter undertook to discharge the respon-
sibility of investing the cash in some productive enterprise
or lending it at interest if the grant was In cash or cultivating
the land 1n case the grant was landed property, and collecting
the profit or interest or yield thereof and fulfilling the object
for which the grant was made.

In order to be able to discharge this undertaking the
guild must have been properly organized with an Executive
Committee to carry out its obligations and look after its
interests.
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TRADE AND DIPLOMACY IN EASTERN TURKISTAN
1864 - 1878

B. G. Gill

EASTERN Turkistan was one of the outlying provinces
of Imperial China, mainly consisting of Yarkand and Khotan.
The Chinese had annexed these provinces in the middle of
the eighteenth century and by skillfully availing of the quarrels
of the native princes made themselves masters of the whole
region. The Khojas, the ousted ruling party, made severaij
attempts to regain its power, leading to the country's eventual
emancipation from foreign rule. As a resuit, in the course
of the nineteenth century, China began to lose its hold on
the region. Yakoob Beg, a Kokandi adventurer who had risen
from low birth to a position in the army of the Khan of Kokand,
made a successful bid to free the countrv. In 1863 he entered
Kashgar and gained the support of its people. The following
year he captured its fort; in 1865 Yarkand, a city of great
significance, fell into his hands and in 1867 he made himself
master of Khotan. These successes paved the way to his
independence and he was invested with the title of 'Atalik
Ghazi' - the Champion Father - by the Amir of Bokhara in
1866, a fitting reward for his courageous campaigns. !

Owing to its vital geo-political set up with common
frontiers with China, Russia and British India, Eastern Turkistan
became a centre of attraction and debate in Central Asia.

This country of 4,65,000 sq. miles consisted mainly
of three districts of Semipalantinsk, Syr Dariya and Zarafshan
with only one third of its population as settled inhabitants.
The country though thinly populated was rich in natural resour-
ces with gold, silver, silk and wool produced 1n unlimited
quantities. Khotan was particularly productive in silk and
fruits. A variety of minerals and metals like rade, sulphur,

copper, lead, emerald, touchstone, etc. were found in the
neighbouring hills.
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With ample natural resources and great po@ntl?)lc;g
for trade, Turkistan was bound to attract the attention rs
of England and Russia. For some time both these pOWtehe
silently watched the dramatic upheavals taking place on re
political scene of this country. But neither could 'be Sua—
of the life span of the new government, a kaleidoscopiC char e
cter of all Central Asian countries, and did not recogniz
its rule for nearly half a decade.? To their utter surprlsz;
however, they found that despite the perpetual threats iron
all sides, Yakoob Beg was consolidating his rule in Easter
Turkistan. By 1868 both the Russians and the English becam®
alive to the advantages arising from trade with the country
and started making vigorous attempts to woe Y akoob .B¢g.
The new Kingdom gained importance in Central Asian p°“.““
while its trade was becoming an issue of weighty consideration:

. The realization dawned upon Russia that this freshlY
independent country could affect its vita] interests in the
tlfansxt trade with China which had to pass through it. Besides,
direct trade with this country in itself was no 1e§5 sjgnificam.
Moreqvgr, the. strategic position of this State as a neighboul
of Brltgsh India and the fear of adverse influenée its Muslim
population could have on the fellow Musiims in the part of
Turkistan under its occupation were factors powerful enough
for 'Russm to recognize ijts suzerainty. In liie manner, the
British who I_\ad eQUal{y realized its strate ic si nifiéance
and commercial potential began makin ovgt 8 owards
its ruler. The interests of the tyq Po%ve rtures pabe
clash. .The Russian forward moves in Centrs] were boungéo'S
gave rise to the apprehension that j¢ mi hl;a Asia in 1 >
itself, an unpalatable circumstance brin 1gn ;wall‘ow Kashg

The British on their part s .
for facilitating free trade trgffic \f/?trrt:: t?afk‘“g adjustments
itself Kashmir Government was indyceq tglr reach. In 1864
system of duties by yeight to an ad Va.loremChange the old
rates came down considerably, as for instance rate. Thus the
from 30 per cent to & per cent and on tea fro(:: glece goods
to 12 per cent. These were rates spread over fro 8 per cent
to Kashmir. At the same time another benef; M the Punjab

IC}
uniform transit duty of 5 per cent on goods lagloi?gfo:;n Lwa}:s
eh.
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This placed traders to Yarkand by Srinagar and Leh in a fiscal
position equal to that fo those trading with Bokhara by Pesha-
war.?

In July 1866, however, it was brought to light that
in actual practice there was hardly any reduction in duties
except for a few privileged who could lodge complaints with
the Government. Finally the duties which could not be reduced

to 2.5 per cent as suggested by Cayley, Resident at Ladakh,
were fixed at 5 per cent.

This trade between Kashmir and the neighbouring states
was largely carried by trading agents of the Kashmir Govern-
ment. Certain sums of money were loaned to them from Govern-
ment sources on which they paid moderate rates of interest
and they were allotted a large share of the profit. There
were many of these agents employed at Yarkand’ This system
no doubt adversely affected general trade.

By 1868 the direct trade with Eastern Turkistan gathered
momentum when Yakoob Beg himself took the initiative and
sent a semi-official messenger to the Punjab with a view
to open trade without intermediaries. R.B. Shaw, the Briitish
Agent at Ladakh, in a simiiar move went 1o Eastern Turkistan
in December the same year.6

Further to assess the dimensions of the transactions,
a trade fair, the first of its kind, was held at Palampur in
1869.7 As a result, it was observed that Yarkandi traders
flocked in large number to venture in' the fresh mar.kets ‘of
the Punjab. They had brought along with them raw silk, silk
piece goods, gold, drugs, wool,_ carpets and ponies all wgrth
Rs. 1,28,159 in exchange for Indian piece goods and tea besides

some other products.

success of the fair providgd an incentive to open
furthe:h:egotiations with the Kashmir Governrlnentf :g'ss?:;
this promising channel of traqe. Since the whoe o lrsuaded
route passed through Kashmir, the Maharaja twa:_lapeKaShmir
to agree to the free flow of goods. The route
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was preferred to that of Kulu, for it was open during a larger
part of the year and was connected with Eastern Turkistan
by an entrepot of great repute at Leh, the capital of Ladakh,
an outlying province of Kashmir. Later, however, the road
via Changachenmo was preferred thanks to the tacilities

of grazing and_water supply no jess than trading marts through-
out its course.

A trade treaty was signed in April, 1870, under whose€
terms all transit dues on goods passing between British India
and .Turkxstan were abolished and Joint Commissioners were
appointed, one each by the British Government and the Kashmir
State, to reside at Leh. These Commissioners were given
powers to arrange for the convenience of merchants on the
trade route, 1o settie their disputes and to exercise certain
magisterial jurisdiction.'® Trade was thus accelerated oD
official level for the first time and was watched and warded:

, Yakoob Beg had now consolid i it
Viceroy thought that the times we:eirg‘;?ngosmon W;ﬁ :2:‘
commercial contacts still further. In a tett o m— pub Beg
dated &4th April, 1870 the Viceroy wrote: * R TR
for the opening of a iree trade thr
of the Maharaja of Cashmere who |

Crown. On this road complete

i : arrangement i de
rfsfr ;h: protection of the lives ang gPFOPertsy “;lf“ ti);ve?l‘:r-‘»-
passing » SO that merchandize will come and go

of carriage"."!

Accordingly, an officer was

s5e :
of Yakoob Beg who had come to ln';tiaaltong with the envoy
prospects. The cumulative effect of O assess the future

that the trade, which dated back the above moves was

sevenfold - by 1871. It was now sg;Zdtoth‘;st’ y mcrle;iasgd
rade wou e

carried on not only with Eastern :
vast regions to 1t;ve East includif,urké;zaanm also with the
of Western China.” Encouraging this ho orthern provinces
the British Ambassador from St, pete&eurmas the report of
that Yakoob Beg wjould appear to have t§e (Quly 13, 1370)
justice” some Russian traders who visjteq ;t;cli" with "scant

gar and the
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Could rightfully call themselves Kshatriya. Such an attemp.i
Was helpful in projecting Maharashtra's warriors anq cul}x-
vators as the real stuff of the society, and such an identity
existed in the midst of familiar institutions and traditions.
In his ballad on Shivaji, Phule tried to assimilate the central
episode of Maharashtra's history the much langer tradition
With social leadership by the 'Maratha-Kunbi caste grouping,
ringing together the warrior and the cultivator trad;tnor?s,
Which constitute are integral part of Maharashtra's culture.
This was “the alternative Phule provided "as an ideological
fival to what he saw as Brahmin-centred interpretations of
culture and modes of social leadership" (p.136). He provided
an alternative model for the coming non-Brafimin leadership.

In part 5 of the book the discussion centres round the
Position of the lower caste community in contemporary society,
high“ghtmg the need for religious emancipation of the low
Caste people. Phule was very much opposed to the employment
of Brahmin priests for the performancg of religious ceremonies
and stressed the need of the former to perforr'h_‘thelr own
Ceremonies. His desire for independenc e in religion formed
one of the main }mpu)sesvbehind the formation of thg §atya—
shodhak Samaj in 1873. Incidentally, we see a repetition of
the same strategy in the protest programmes.launched by
Periyar E.v. Ramaswamy Naiker in Madras Presidency during
the 20th century through his Self-Respect Movement and
the Self-Respect Marriages performed without a Brahmin
Priest,

There is an interesting discussion in Chapter 12 about
Phule’s vision of human rights based on the principle of a
Pre-social human equality. The author says that "in developing
these ideas, Phule drew heavily upon the work of Thpmas
Paine, whose work was very popular in the radical circles
N which Phule moved..." (p. 193). But it could also have deve-
Oped as part of his own conception of God as the all ppwerful
arameshwara and the Jaganiyanta as indicated in the mtroc}u~
Ction to his work Slavery, praying Him for the redempnqn
of the Shudras from mental slavery by rooting out the Brahmin
element. Phule's own analysis of the nature of Brahmin power
is clearly brought out in Chapter 13. It is necessary to point
Out at this juncture that Phule's interest in writing his works
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was preferred to that of Kulu, for it was open during a l;f%:;
part of the year and was connected with Eastern Turkésakh,
by an entrepot of great repute at Leh, the capital of La oa
an outlying province of Kashmir. Later, however, the"r'es
via Changachenmo was preferred thanks to the facilits

i h-
of grazing and water supply no less than trading marts throug
out Its course.

A trade treaty was signed in April, 1870, under whos:l
terms all transit dues on goods passing between British Ind!
and Turkistan were abolished and Joint Commissioners were
appointed, one each by the British Government and the Kashm"
State, to reside at Leh. These Commissioners were 81VE
powers to arrange for the convenience of merchants Of th.e
trade route, to settle their disputes and to exercise certall
magisterial jurisdiction.!® Trade was thus accelerated on
official level for the first time and was watched and warded:

Yakoob Beg had now consolida i it f the
] ted his position anc
Viceroy thought that the times were propitizus to push the
commercial contacts still further. In a letter to Yakoob Be€8
dated 4th April, 1870 the Viceroy wrote: "

Lo T T T TR Y WHERK . s > rran €
for the opening of a free trade route throughltt;i'\/(tcarritorgies
of the Mahara;g of Cashmere who is a feudatory of the British
Crown. On thxs» road complete arrangementslwill be made
for the protection of the lives and property of travellers:
No duties of imports of any kind will be levied on goods

passing on this road, so that mer . ,
. chandi d go
between India and your countr ze will come and B

of carriage".!’ Yy at no greater cost than that

Accordingly,

an officer was sen i
t along with the envoy
of Yakoob Beg who had come to india to gassess the future

prospects. The cumulative effect of th

' s
that the trade, which dated back only tg lél;g;/e mqvesea\:zd
sevenfold - by 1871. It was now hop ' incre

i . ed that be
carried on not only with Eastern Turkistan buttrz?:o “\/vc:Ltlrl\d the

vast regions to the East including the i
of Western China!zEncouraging thisg hope T/(;rsthg: provrliicg?
the British Ambassador from St. Peterburgh (Juy) ‘i;pol)wo)
that Yakoob Beg would appear to y 7 e

have treated i n
. . nt
justice" some Russian traders who visited Kashg‘::thandscetlhe
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former's confidence that the advice, which the ruler of Yarkand
would doubtlessly receive from Forsyth, envoy to Kashgar,
?vsithtoh'the expediency of encouraging commercial relations
an Is nelghbours', may be accepted which would prevent
RU};Sicause being given in future for simi_lar complaints. 3
f'oman losses were QOubtless British gajns..)\nhough'separated
t‘h Ka§hgar dominions by a distance of some 1100 mules,
€ English were not deterred by the difficulties of the road

but ?xerted .themselves 10 their utmost to convert Kashgar
and Yarkand into English markets.

The main exports from Eastern Turkistan were confined
only to three or four articles, the most important of which
was Charas.' This intoxicating drug was grown on the borders
of every field in Yarkand and was exported to the Punjab
;«wv_lht;re the de.mand.for it, owing to its {ine quality, was verv
Thg - Charas in India yielded profits as high as 200 per cent.'s

€ next major import to India was that of Pashm, the fine
underfleece of the goat from which shawls were wowven. This
was brought from Turfan and was famous as "Turfani wool",
one of the most valuable fabrics.'> Earlier the wool trade
was a monopoly of Kashmir Government. In 1867. however,
the traders were informed that it had ceased to be a state
monopoly and that they were at liberty to export the shawl
wool by any route they pleased. Thus a few Yarkand merchants
carried their wool through Kulu to the markets of the Punjab.'

Gold, which ‘came. next, was found in large quantities
in the province of Khotan. Though it was found in twenty-two
places, not more than five of them were regularly worked.
[t was imported in the shape of bars, coins and gold dust.
[ts import rose from = Rs. 3,939 in 1867 to Rs. 85,899 n 1871,
and further to Rs. 1,49,498 in 1873.'7 This was about 40 per
cent of the total imports from the country.

Raw silk which was a staple was yet another major
i + to India. [t was not very pqpular at flrst_ and not more
h 127 mounds were imported into the Pur_uab. Though 1t
than r discovered to be of excellent quality, 1t was not
i la;eb Indian merchants on account of its uncoated fibre.
relishe fzrred instead the fine silk of Bokhara. But the demand
‘fl'h:. ytt?il;e silk went high in Europe where its rich though hard
o
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fibse was procesied further to turn it inte a very fine guality
Ot Trade in this item Jater on flourished dup (o us
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ii é; ;?émgb{&e szar}dar{a’ O the inhuabitants, ?Z:iri;; m;n{;
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The next important item of export was tea. One of

4the basic necessities of the inhabitants, it was earlier supplied
by China. With the advent, however, of Yzkoob Beg all ties
were snapped with the celestial empire.2> The demand fcr
tea found a ready market for Indian planters, especially tor
Kangra teas which were better in quality and more favourably
Placed being nearest to their markets. The only handicap
was that the Yarkand traders could not deal directly in tea
trade. Most of the planters were Englishmen and they did
not want to turn into general merchants. Furthermore they
demanded cash for their teas whereas the traders ci Las.ern
Turkistan adhered to the system of barter.26 It was uere
that the traders of Amritsar appeared on the scene and secured
all teas trom the Kangra planters and sent them to Central
Asia. Thus Amritsar was a regular haunt of the Yarkandi
traders.

27

In the initial years it was only the Yarkand traders
who came to the Punjab to exchange their commodities with
Indian ones.8They were an enterprising race who were pre-

» pared to undergo any hazards if large profits were gained

at the end of the journey. The British envoy to Yarkand appre-
ciated these admirable qualities of the inhabitants in 1874.
He remarked:

"They are industrious, peaceful and as a rule remar-
kably intelligent and very energic and would be quick
to appreciate and adopt all the advantages afforded
by European science". 29

An identical view was expressed by H. Mason, member
of Manchester Chamber of Commerce, who described them

ass

" an industrious and commercial population anxious

sassvse

to have access to our manufactures". *°

The trade was carried on through three routes. The
first through Afghanistan and Badakshan, the second through
Kashmir, Gilgit, Yaseen and the Pamir, and r}l'}e third through
Ladakh and over the Karakoram mountains. The traders
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always preferred the route via Ladakh though it was comparad-
tively more tough. This was due to the fact that they werg
taxed only once and that too moderately on this route.

The traders, who had to carry their own grain for beasts,
did not mind undergoing these inor inconveniences $O lozﬁ
as they were free from heavy impositions.’’ Thus Lada

though not a paradise was not looked down upon with dlsfavou{-{
The following table shows how the goods could be more Cheapa)
conveyed through Ladakh than via Peshawar angJ Bokhara-
The calculations are per horse load of three maunds.

Haulage expense to Yarkand

Via Peshawar Via Ladakh
value in Rs. value in Rs.

Duties 77 24
Carriage 51 66
Total 128 90

Thus the traffic on Ladakh route increased every yearl-
The main attraction for the traders of India to make long
and hazardous journeys to that country was the high prices
realized for their products. The large margin of their profitS
could be imagined from the prices of the goods prevailing
in India, the prices for the same after reaching Eastern Tur-

kistan 5and vice versa. It can be assessed from the following
table.

Imports from Eastern Turkistan

Commodity Prices in Turkistan Prices in the
Amount in Rs. Punjab Amt.in Rs-
I. Charas-per pound 20 to 30 60 to 80
2. Gold dust per tola 14-6-0 15-8-0
3. Gold coins 5-0-0 5-0-0
4. Peshm per maund 40 to 50 100 to 120
5. Raw silk per maund 160 to 200 240 to 300
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Exports to Eastern Turkistan
Commodity

Prices in Turkistan Prices in the
Amount in Rs. Punjab - Amt.Rs.
l. Sugar per maund 14-0-0 50-0-0
2. Honey " 8-0-0 40-0-0
3. Pepper " 30-0-0 70-0-0
4. Ginger " 8-0-0 25-0-G
5. Tea (Green) " 80-0-0 150-0-0
6. Indigo " 80-0-0 150-0-0
7. Opium " 280-0-0 415-0-0
8. Brocade " 55 to 100-0-0 100 to 150-0-0
9. Muslin per than 3-0-0 5-0-0

With Russia fast establishing its authority in Central
Asian Khanates, the British had all the more reason to give
serious thought to this particular state whose trade they
could wrest and thus tilt the balance of Central Asian politics
in their favour. Neither could Russia remain indifierent seeing
that the British were carrying on a flourishing trade witn
this state and were making great endeavours not only to
monopolize the markets of Eastern Turkistan but to exclude
it therefrom. The Turkistan Gazette noted with regret the
increase of English influence over this area year by year
at the expense of Russia.’¢1t further observed : "we can hardly
suppose that the English Government is actuated in this by
a consideration of trade profits alone The comparison
of the free importation of the English goods into Kashgar
with the difficulties and dangers our trade caravans experience
in Kashgar is very curtous. And yet Yakoob Beg is our immed-
late neighbour; it is not for England, we should imagine,
but for Russia to monopolize those markets". 37

Thus the necessity of securing a footing in Kashgar
was seriously thought of by Russia. A further irritant was
the British mission of 1370 under Forsyth, though it could
not achieve its purpose owing to Yakoob Beg's preoccupation
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with war with Tungaris at Urmachi. *  In consequence the
Russians despatched a mission to Kashgar under Colonel Baron
Kaulbars in June 1872. The result was that Russia was success-
ful i establishing a firmer hold over Eastern Turkistan than
Great Britain, leading to the conclusion of a treaty In June
1872. Russia was granted the privilege of trading in the domi-
nions of Yakoob Beg without harassment and subject to @
maximum import duty of 2.5 per cent advalorem. BPI the
demand for the appointment of commercial agents IN t,he
country was rejected. Yakoob Beg agreed only to the opening
ot two depots for mercantile purposes.’C Such meagre con-
cesions left Russia with little hope of future prospects:
was thoroughly disenchanted when it was realized that the
treaty in actual fact was nothing more than a sham, as M
good feelings could spring between the two countries. Y akoob
Beg had no faith in Russian profession of friendship. All the
same, he put no obstructions in the way of such Russian traders
as were Asiatics, but refused absolutely to allow Europeal
subjects of Russia to enter his territories. On the arrivd
of such European Russian merchants, succeeding in finding thelr
wav to 'Yarkand, their goods were seized and owners wer¢,
sent bac_:k to their country after being duly compensated'
The obvious reason for this discrimination was the supp0$ed
dread of intrigue on their part.

Although Russia was successful only in striking a deal
on paper, the British were shaken out of their complaisance:-
Unlike Lord Lawrence who was extremely distrustful of the
sincerity of Yakoob Beg, Lord Northbrook found him morg
reliable and was all set to build firm relations with him-
Northbrook wrote with much enthusiasm to the Duke of Argylls
the Secretary of State, about the arrival of Beg's ambassador
at Calcutta and conveyed the desire of the §uler to enter
into treaty relations with the British. It seems that Northbrook
had already made up his mind and was only informing the
Duke about his plan of action. He wrote: &

"In the commercial treaty he wished us ¢t
one of his requests is that an envoy
accompany him on his return to Kash
Forsyth....."%>

O ernter iNtO...e
of ours should
gar. I'll select
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This clear and definite selection of T.D. Forsyth makes
It obvious that Northbrook was resolved to enter into nego-
tiations with Yakoob Beg. On the ‘latter's part, his 'enthusmsm
could be ascribed to a sense of fear of Russia being allaygd
by the Viceroy's gesture. The British too had no doubt in
their mind of Russia's intentions to monopolize commerce
in Central] Asia by wresting differential duties which would
inevitably exclude all others from the scene.

All these factors finally promoted the British missionr
of 1873 which reached Kashgar in December of that year.
Unlike that of 1872, this mission successfully concluded a
commercial treaty in February 1874. The treaty which was
signed by Forsyth included a large number of concessions
for both the sides. Accordingly, the merchants of both the
countries were to enjoy the privilege of moving freely in
all parts of each other's dominions. All imports into India
were duty free while import duty of only 21/2 per cent ad
valorem was levied on goods entering Eastern Turkistan.
By Article 6 of the treaty the British gained an edge over
Russia. It stipulated that the British Government was at
liberty to appoint a representative at the court of Yakoob
Beg to engage commercial agents in any of the towns of
Eastern Turkistan. The British Indian subjects were free to
purchase, sell or hire land, houses or depots for merchandise
purposes within the dominicns. In case of emergency all the
cases of the British Indian merchants were to be decided
in the presence of the British representative at the court
of the Amir* Thus the British subjects enjoyed full freedom
of trade as well as security within the dominions of Y akoob
Beg, a privilege which was refused to their Russian counter-
part.

The homecoming of Forsyth, following the treaty nego-
tlations, was no less than a celebration. The British ego had
been boosted and they had been successful in gaining an upper
hand in the markets of Eastern Turkistan vis-a-vis Russia.
[f Russia was having a lion's share in the rest of Central
Asian Khanates, the British genuinely thought that here was
a place for them, right in the heart of Central Asia, a place
more crucial so far as its geopolitical importance was concerned,
a state rich in material resources and worthy of commercial
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transactions. For the time being they were right, for the

trade rested exclusively in their hands.

The British in their effort to retain monopoly of thlf
branch of trade introduced the 'Central Asian Trading Company
in 1874. This Company, for the first time under the enterpris-
ing directions of its manager T. Russell, tried an experimental
despatch of a caravan to Yarkand with goods worth Rs.B,OOyOO(f'
There is however no further reference to thc activities of
this Company. It would seem that there were no more trips
as Russell on his return disclosed that trade was entirely
in the hands of the ruler and there were no direct dealings
with the merchants or the people. Further the British traders
who went were wholly ignorant of the value and nature of
the goods they bartered for their own. 46

The British were so successful in Turkistan markets
that the Russians were totally defeated. The craze both for
Indian and English piece goods was so great that Russians
started stamping their goods so as to induce the belief Of
their English origin.4’ Cotton piece goods had become almost
one-third of the total imports of that country. The aggregate
value of the latter for the first three years 1869-1871 was
Rs.2,52,787 which in the next three years 1872-75 shot upto
Rs.5.99,295. 48 Another factor that boosted the trade was
the closing of Almaty market with Ching which resulted
in a heavy rush for Indian teas especially,that o s,

Tea was as important to a Yarkandi as bread to an Indian
or opium to a Chinaman.

But decline set in soon enough.
the value of conserving the natural resoyrces and the need
of a stable currency in the progress of 4 nation. In 1876 he
put rigorous restrxct:oqs on the export of 2oid .m BTy he
and a mint was established at Kashgar for the nati )ll orr-
ency. 4% But the British on the whole continved & lonha_ C "
the factor that Yakool Beg was more inclined toc\:v td”v:hem
than towards the Russians or the Chinese. ards

Y akoob Beg understood

But once Russia realized that

it gy
Yakoob Beg, it turned towards Chin had no rapport with

a with whom it enjoyed
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closer ties since the trade treaty of 186970 While the English
were pampering Yakoob Beg, Russia was backing. China to
recover its lost glory with the result that the Chinese army
moved westward in 1877 and won the preliminary encounters
at Manas and Urmachi. Before, however, the decisive battle
was fought, Yakoob Beg, who personified independent Eastern
Turkistan, was Kkilled. The Chinese had thus no difficulties
In grabbing these territories and lost no time in imposing
their rule once more,”! while the British who had successfully
wooed Yakoob Beg were now replaced by Russia, which there-
after slowly but surely through its shrewd diplomatic m~ves
monopolized the markets of Eastern Turkistan.
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BOOK REVIEWS

KEYNOTE. By J. R. D. Tata, Bombay : Tata Press Ltd.,

1986, xviii + 155 pp., Price Rs. 95/-.

ONE learns that the Tata Crest, designed originally
by the great Jamsetji, founder of the clan as we know it,
and later re-designed by the author of the book under review,
carries three Avestan words 'Humata', 'Hukhta' and 'Hvarshta’,
meaning respectively, 'Good Thoughts', 'Good Words', and
'Good Deeds'. J.R.D. Tata, at eighty-two happily still going
strong, cannot be kept out of any Victorian-style docketing
of 'Eminent Indians'. A team of ranking publicists have almost
reverentially selected and edited his speeches and company
statements in this deliciously produced volume. There are
in it, of course, no profundities; besides, Mr. Tata who is
doubtless a sophisticated man but with no pretentiousness
makes no claim to them. But he may rest assured that most
readers, offered by him "the option either to put away the

book or to turn the page and read on", will choose the latter
course.

} In spite of certain, historically evolved, arcane propensi-
ties, theé role of - Parsis in Indian life has been remarkable,
sometimes even luminous. There was a time, during the late
seventies and early eighties of the 19th century when imperial
dignitaries seriously contemplated transfer of British India's
capital from Calcutta to Bombay, the former being in British
eves too often cantankerous and prone to what the Japanese
ruling class used once to describe as "dangerous thoughts"
while Bombay was supposedly sedate. "Loyalty", it was thought,
was a function of "affluence" which, as far as the 'natives'
were concerned, was more evident in Bombay than in Calcutta.
"Have you ever seen a lean and thin Parsee?", one British
pro-consul exclaimed, expecting corpulence (in the rhetorical,
if not also in the physical sense of the word) to introduce and
affirm acquiescence in authority, however alien to the soil
it might be. However, it must have been love for the land
where his remote ancestors had found not just a refuge but
a home that had led Jamsetji Tata pioneer into steel-making
and scientific research in India. It was this love that, in modest
measure, J.R.D. has inherited, which redeems even what
he writes as an unrepentant spokesman of the possessing



300 present ‘

India Past and

Classes in india.

socio-ecen and they imagine that when abysses app.earrely

and & -onomic life they can be jumped over in several leisy
tmited evolutionary leaps!

liberals', for

It is Bood to read of

stinging then) for the young JRD's ache (not

our people were a‘“‘i‘a's freedom when in the early
as that Dadabha;j NSIlr,‘.f()r he must have known suc N
alism, had not S laoro;n. acclaimed as Father of Indian ati0
of 1858 as "our n{d SPOkQ[‘ of Queen Victoria's Proclam ouf
hearts" (vide s :'lgna Carta", to remamn "engraven ©
every Indian dselgc as Congress President, Calcutta )
lisps its mother lt e ing "to. commut 1t to memory aa
platform in Lah ongue”, but had also in 1893, from the Sfore
ore, averred that "the greatest question be

you, th - ¢

gre;t r:ar?,ue:rt\lor?o()f questions, is the poverty of India"- Thi

time, Povert andnest "_\T.\gl()ph”’ wrote also a classic © ed

that "the fot:me Un-British Rule in India, where he cxpOunq ”

here and there rb:‘]&:letr; (of India) were like butchers haCkl'mé
’ . ’ J ¢

cut T the very heart, aendEnShsh with their scientific scalP®.

and soon the p|

Ny
yet there is no wound to be S€¢
and what not

high talk of civilisation, Progrgs[;
With such forbears, J el
» often strong on the strong
der its heel, could not help tt.
ountry like ours was a 'muSur'
Pt virtual ?ntr'epreneurial excellenC? :
an a pred Y in ‘planned backwardness in
OMminantly agrarian adjunct to Britd!

aster of the

'S

: n
more, a sense of fyp that s‘;‘lf‘deprecatmg manner and ev¢

heading for decades the cmakes light of his own real feats”

helping powerfull OUNtry's largest industrial compleX:
existent) of Indiaru t0 eradicat g

. ill
busi e the feudal trappings (S
advancinness activity, pioneering aFl?l? traﬂS,P"rt
i & Perceptively scientific,
patron of the arts, i
from the life of the

. . . com ;
legend in his life-time, Monality, almost the status of

ic, of course (to put '

4 ard
As Jawaharlal Nehru once exclaimed In reg

n
]886)f :
it

India Past and Present 301

mildly) not only to communism - if he was not "le bourgeois
gentil homme" {he will not, one hopes, resent the appellation)
he would perhaps have said in the blunt Yankee manner that
"the only good Communist is a dead Communist"! - but also
Socialism, to which hypocritically or otherwise most people
in public life pay verbal court, Socialism which was once
the shining (or was it 'shiny'?) armour of his former aide,
Minoo Masani, whose formulation of "“the Mixed Economy"
Warmed the cockles of bourgeois hearts and remains the basis
of the 'philosophy’, if it can be so called, of the late unlamen-
ted Swatantra Party and its multiform successors in today's
politics. A review like the present does not require re-butting
(if that was intended) of JRD's honest-to-goodness, non-pro-
vocative championship of the private sector as against the
Jawaharlal concept of the public sector in "the commanding
heights" of India's economy. One wonders why with his clarity
of vision (how else could he fly so well when nearly eighty!)
JRD does not see history's writing on the wall, does not
perceive that,though still not denuded of all resilience, capita-
lism on a world scale, reliant on war preparations and neo-
colonialist devices of exploitation, is doomed eventually
and it is not satisfying to one's conscience that in the
long run we are all dead and should therefore concentrate
on short-run objectives. Like the Jail doctor, under British
law, having to certify that the condemned killer was 'fit
for execution', history, according to its laws of social develop-
ment, has certified capitalism to be similarly 'fit for execution'.
That the executioners do not appear ready yet should be
little consolation to men of foresight.

JRD Tata has not written a polemic, nor should a review
of his book turn, in its own perverse way, a counter-polemic.
It remains only to say that in a time of many unsavoury happen-
ings a book like Keynote, produced beautifully, urbane, fla-
voured with wit and suggestive also occasionally of wisdom,
the expose, within its self-enclosed limitations, of a civilized
mind, by no means free of the parti pris of the author's class
but redolent of an unforced liberalism is a pleasureable event.
How delicious it is to find (p. 62) JRD wondering what exactly
is meant when he is thought of as one "possessed of a tremen-
dous concentration of economic power". He is, as his book
shows, a cultivated and pleasant person and would perhaps
break into a smile if told with scriptural irony : "if the
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was not a literary one, but .of presenting the Pmblemir:
lower castes exploitation by the Brahmins who had vauness
extraordinary religious and political power, and the hollow
of their claim to be their religious guides.

) . 4 on

There is a fairly lengthy discussion in Chapter alctl'Vl"
the Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth-Seeking Society) and ltsreform'
ties during the 1870s towards bringing about religious

. t

Part 6 of the book constitutes the most cruc“il ‘iii

of the study in which the author discusses how PhU‘—’later
the foundation for the rise of non-Brahmin movemegt tac
and its ideological bases. Phule was conscious Of "emunj-
of organisational infrastructure to mobilise the Shudra com ctive
ties and enlist co-operation among them. With this Obler o
in view, he entered the Pune Municipality as membe jon
a committee. He gave evidence before the Hunter Commlsﬁch
demanding greater resources for primary education Wh;v€:
he said, should be made compulsory upto the age of W€ aj
Phule also extended the activities of the Satyashodhak Samo
to rural areas which brought him closer to the problems e
the Kunbi cultivators, and it was at this poimnt that PhUl
shifted his emphasis from caste to class character of the rurd
society and started pleading for greater support for all classes
particularly for the care of the Shetakari cultivators who

were the creators and sustainers of the Maharashtrian soci€ty:
The author rightly perceives the

. implications of this sht
when she states: "His (Phule's) speeches and writings wn th
period con;tltuted ane of the most elaborate and mmute!y
observed pieces of social reporting of agricultural life i
Bombay Presidency. Cumulatively ... iy provided a criterion
of social value concerning the distribution of social and €co”
nomic resources in society, and drew attention to the injustic®
of a community that reserveq its greatest rewards for thos€
farthest from the productive process.” ( 257) " With  thiSs
Phule established himself as the real SPOE(.'sman 'of o ra
cultivating community and this was One of the precious ideolo-
gical prizes that he could win. Ip fact, his analysis of the
problem was original and provided , d;fferem vjyew of the
causes of rural poverty and the rofe of ¢pe government 10
removing it. In his work Slavery ang tne Cultivators' Whip-
Chord we see Phule finally eMerging as the e joader of
the depressed and the exploited. rue le
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as historical poems to which Haravijaya is likgned. In the
second chapter, the author's point th_at poetry is t_he result
of the creative genius, the raw material, while Poetics repre-
sents the structure of rules, definite categories, is generally
accepted. Here he studies two features of Poletics, figures
of speech, aesthetic emotions and their place in Mahakavya.
His treatment of Rasa is detailed and authentic. Amongst
the orientalists and the aestheticians, the former are accorded
a higher position, and the plea of the author to give a due
place to Alamkarikars deserves a serious thought. The third
chapter deals with the sociology of Kavya. For obvious reasons,
it is limited to court life. A point made by the author that
Kavya, like rituals, provides through eulogy a sense of security,
deserves a special mention. Rest of the observations in the
chapter need not have been laboured upon. Some of the dis-
cussion in fact is elementary, e.g., that Kavya is an independent
force in its own right needs no proof. Chapter four is more
relevant because it presents Ratn3karas view of his own work.
It is looking at the poem through the poet's eyes. Here Bapa
is_the model and may be Ratnakara considers himself a second
Bapa even with the blemishes like the excessive fondness
for shlesha. The chapter on structure of Harivijaya is in a
sense self-defeating because it gives enough material to justify
the recognised weaknesses of this Mahakavya like utter lack
of proportion, and ordinary conventional descriptions. The author's
comments on Architecture, Music in relation to Kavya have
an interest but not much relevance to the main theme. The
remaining chapters only show how deeply the author has
studied Haravijaya. The chapter on symbols is of interest
to the readers. The complaint that symbols have little place
in Kavya is examined here and the view that frozen conven-
tions of Kavya are in fact its powerful symbols or can be
made so by the poet's emphatic usages can be accepted. The
three symbols - working of nature, pure white form and tension
between opposites - are weil argued and authenticated.

If the intention of the author was to introduce Mah3kavya
as a form to readers, point out its characteristics and give
a summary of Haravijaya, he has succeeded. The author's
deep study of Mah3kdvyas, his knowledge of allied disciplines,
are cvident. The quotations and references to co-workers
in the field speak of his scholarship. If the ‘intention, however,
Is to persuade the readers to accord a prominant place to
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- i is not
Haravijaya as a Mahakavya, the effort, 1 am afraid, 1
successful.

S. N. Gajendrasadkar

GHA-
STRATEGIES OF BRITISH INDIA, BRITAIN, IRAN AdN[{)rl\\iSersiW
NISTAN - 1798-1850. By M.E. Yapp, Oxfor
Press, ¢82 pp., Price Rs. 230/-.

ING
TIBET ON THE IMPERIAL CHESSBOARD : mr-:B M:.":men
OF BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS LHASA, 1899-1927. By

pricé
Addy, Academic Publishers, Calcutta, 1985, 364 pp-s
Rs. 150/-.

A - eal
THIS much-awaited volume from the Schoql' of Oh“:‘r: .
and African Studies, London, harps on a flarmllar 1 ed' the
the formation and execution of British policies beyon slar
celebrated north-west frontier. It is a record of phe trnazg the
contest between the India and the Foreign Offices an onse
Government of India for precedence in policy-making in resp
to the waggly frontier of a capricious Ru;snar: emplre;;ction
impulses and motivations behind the 'unauthorised over rea otic
of the reluctant and diffident men-on-the-spot, quite quix oy
in their remarkable loneliness at distant imperial Outpoent
have been unfolded and heard earlier as well. The prf-’-‘for
work represents the quintessence of the ScthI's questthus—
a tangible explanation of that Great Game whxch was €n
iastically conducted for more than two centuries.

Yapp's study begins in 1798, when a Fren.crlm-s.por\Ser.?;j1
Afghan invasion of India threatened to destabilise Brmhe
strategy. It terminates in 1849 with the annexation O_f t'n
Punjab which brought the frontier of the Indian empire 1
direct contact with the political boundary of Afghamstaﬂ-

Persia played the central role between 1798 and 1838 in British -

attempts to hammer out a viable strategic system in tt'\e
area. The object was a Persian buffer, and in search of it
the British politicals for a while hummed a lilting Persian
lullaby. Initially, they wavered between an Afghan alliance
as advocated by Harford Jones from Baghdad and a pro-Persian
demonstration, italicised by the controversial Mehdj Al; Khan
from Bushire. )
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The Persian approbation was, however, only a flash
in the pan. Internal rivalry among politicals, the delusive
impression of the missions of John Malcolm, at once brilliant
and unpractical, the introduction of a fresh element in the
imperial diplomacy with a major surgery across Persia's nor-
thern boundary by the Cossack army, the unpredictable nature
of Russia's designs and an inflated Persian ego conspired
against the projected alliance. The Government of India grum-
bled and growled and became nervy at Persia's natural suscepti-
bilities with regard to the gigantic northern neighbour which
was no longer a naive spectactor with quaint innocence. Well-
ington, Ellenborough, George Tucker, James Fraser and Henry
Ellis were experts operating either from London or from Teheran.
They sought a cheap bargain, muddied the situation. muifed
up the opportunity, undervalued the pride of the Persian court,
fought with the Shah's advisers, tumbled into a mucilaginous
situation and, finally, were outwitted by Simonich, the insidious
ambassador from St. Petersburg. It was reserved for John
McNeill to wrap up the prospect of a second Persian honeymoon
as the Shah moved into Herat egged on by the wily Russian.

As the Persian overtures vyielded a still-born child,
British diplomacy was obliged to turn towards a more seductive
partner in Afghanistan. Minto picked up the thread where
McNeill had left. But the French bogey was still alive and
the mission of Mountstuart Elphinstone 1o Kabul reflected
the uncanny uncertainties of Minto's delightfully electic
diplomatic demeanour. The hangover of the Persian alliance.
the complications in Sind and the phlegmatic disposition of
a strained Foreign Office harassed a confused Elphinstone,
whose lavish munificence earned for himself the fame of
a legendary Hatum Tai. Paradoxically, the British advances
were repudiated by the Afghan for their niggling parsimony.

From the day of its ratification, the treaty of 1809 remained
a dead letter.

British attention was focussed on Afghanistan once
again, when in 1830 Herat, Kandahar, Kabul, Ghazni. Jalalabad
and Peshawar became the seats of various Barakza: rulers.
Slowly but surely the Punjab had been moving within British
strategic considerations. The mission of Charles Metcalfe
to Lahore resulted in fury and consternation. As Ranjit Singh
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i ike Mary's
crossed  the Sutlej, Metcalfe, then meande;mf’he“'Hound o
lamb, was instructed to put on the role o

. . as tamed an
Heaven'. By the treaty of Amritsar, Rag)lt‘lei“"\’:nh advanced
the British frontier was pushed upto the Sutie! ydency - at

posts all along. One of those outposts was the Res
Cutch and another was that of Ludhiana.

. -hterlonys

Henry Pottinger, Alexander Burnes, D"ll\ldt Oig-con5U|5
James Todd and Edward Colebrooke, the Vlglt'ar; ‘f romantic
of the empire, acquired for the lngs fron‘—le Russophobids
ra as a possible boundary of Brmsh.lndm, dh ’ fresh
etltl:e political creed of expansionists in India, rzcmt\-m/\lcxander
spurt, Bentinck absorbed it, Ellenbor_ough‘ nurse ;a’fﬁrmed it.
Burnés and Arthur Conolly in their mlSSlOﬂ?' rthe Claimeds
“1f Russia is to control one end of Fhe Qxus ,h Ryussians at
";we should have the other." The failure of tﬁ Supérfluous'
Khiva had rerdered a counter at;ack on Balﬁ oo Tension
The high line had to be maintained, neverthe . g

e . rs n
heightened and pressure was intensified in what apped
Yapp's narration as merely a game of bluff.

i ved
But the tragedy was that an inefficient Auckland pro

: diplo-
hopelessly inadequate to appreciate the nuances"ofrct:fnspgct|,
macy of brinkmanship and hastened to goaq a "ci Cvemure:
British political community in India into a dlSdstquJS A
The fiasco of the First Afghan War, the anneganoThe book
and of the Punjab f{followed in quxck‘ surces§|,on. A ensely
has a strikingly easy flow. It is bot.hvmformatl.\e aln Afgha
documented. Every political and administrator with an>('j p]éce
or Persian charge has been assessed adequately a
in his proper position.

T ]

It is fairly well-known, however, that impernalxsrﬂtiis
extreme nationalism and as a phenomenon of power po nger
has been influencing researchers ever since Wnlllqnn La of
described British imperialism as basically a projecton ot
nationalism beyond the boundaries of Europe. Hannah /\re'es
grafted on to this analysis some evidence of racist ldcolog}ng
and anti-liberal feelings. George Lichtheim, while acceptlo_
the proposition, stresseq the mgmpulating power of th.e econse
mic groups intere_sted In imperial expansion. David Fleldhollll
took a similar view. Modern imperialism, he held torcefullys
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Wwas the product of mass hysteria which eventually developed
into a more grotesque form of fascism. Capitalists were con-
tent, it has been maintained, to invest in economically sound
pProjects anywhere but it is the politicians who felt irresistibly
drawn to a nationalist hysteria. R. Robinson and J. Gallaghar
reinforced the thesis by interpreting the official policy of

Victorian imperialism chiefly in terms of power politics and
strategy.

Winfried Baumgart, while explaining imperialism as
“the uninterrupted continuation of Cabinet politics," reluctantly
acknowledged that ‘'economic-industrial' and 'demographic’
factors accentuated it. Thus the worldwide process of expansion
leading to the scramble for Africa has been explained away
as a political and diplorruiic phenomenon. The much-maligned
capitalist, it is emphastsed, watched the development from
the side screen but did not participate either as an active

actor or as an energetic prompter. He is merely an incidental
beneficiary of a fierce political competition.

In Central Asia, the same thesis maintains ev
nal economic gain was hardly available.
and scoundrels", distinguished by a
life and an unsophisticated consumption pattern, it has been
emphasised, the attempt to locate a potential market
merely a political ballyhood of historians.
one step forward. He characterises
self-defence as a fancied vision. India, he claims, was neither
threatened by the expanding waves of Russian army led by
impetuous generals in search of glory nor would the Government
of India have wished to move forward unless it felt intensely
piqued. Yapp holds that while London

was preoccupied with
Europe, Calcutta was bogged down in internal security measures.

en a margi-
in this land of “stones
low level of economic

was
Our author goes
the so-called cry for

By means of a somewhat curious logical system, Yapp
has concluded that the ever fluctuating frontier of British
India served both as a pawn in European chess-board and
a stick to beat the internal -disorders and rebellions. There
were unquiet spirits and there was no lack of adventurous
men on the frontier to keep the pot boiling. But economically,
Central Asia was a penny-ha-penny affair and no one was
prepared to burn one's fingers despite the memoranda, papers
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and despatches written by experts and governors dwil.l]lil:?
on the economic potentialities of the Oxus, the desirabl
of underselling Russian tea and the necessity of opening. ng
channel of communication into Central Asia thquSh S‘nk':nd
via Leh, Gilgit and Chitral, or through the Persian Gulf
Mesopotamia or through Kabul and Kandahar.

Yapp acknowledges that the prospects of a Cent::
Asian market had excited the imagination of Alexander Bumtht;
Ellenborough and also of Auckland. But he would lgnorekng
fact that it was the commercial pressure that had been wor lr'S
quite ostensibly for making the port of Karachi, Manchesteth
point of entry into Central Asia. C.H. Davies, T.D. Forsyjor’
William Murray and the Palampur tea industry laboured of
the promotion of this interest. Richard Temple, a Sov,eme
oi Bombay, has left behind enormous material on this issué:
Lumley's paper on the promotion of tea trade was plaCeo
before the parliament as a command paper. There was :e
dearth of intermediary trading community apart from td-
Hindu merchants and financiers of Shiharpur and Multan exten
ing their business as far as Bokhara, Samarkand and Khiva:

The prospect of an expanding market was neither Off‘C'aj
doodles nor a commercial doodad kept buried in files to aCCU]
mulate dust. When one reads through Elphinstone's 'Caubu.;
A. Burnes' travelogue of Bokhara in three volumes, Moorcroft
travel diaries, R.H. Davies's report on the trade and resource-
of the north-west frontier, H.W. Bellew's works on the ethnoe
logy of greater Afghanistan, J. Biddulphs volumes on t‘hr
tribes of Hindukush, the caravan journeys of J.P. Ferri€
though Turkestan, J. Wood's report on the source of Amu
Daria and those innumerable memoranda on Central AS#2
and Afghanistan in the holdings of the political and secret
erartment of the India Office, one gets instinctively involve
in the economic dimension of the Great Game. One invariably

cqncludes that it was not yet another example of absent~
minded expansion on the part of frontjer men

_ But Yapp, like many others, has, in his superior wisdom
Qec1Qed, to turn a blind eye to ajj these. He is content IN
judging these articulate materja| interests of expansion 35
an embarrassment because P

like Palmerston he would like
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to define India merely as a pawn in European dipiomatic
game. This according to him, was the trepresentative view
of all the Foreign Secretaries. The Presicent of the Board
of Control, he maintains, had to perform an onerous duty
of an ungrudging mediator between a bellicose and mercurial
Government of India, a receptive and indulgent Court of
Directors and a circumspect, prudent, and even squeamish
Government of Britain.

There were also ambitious politicians, he adds, who
took their assignment at the India Board as a despised stepping
stone; there were others whose confirmed mediocrity enabled
them to occupy the post as innocuous incumbents of no conse-
quence and there were still some others who considered their
charge far too seriously to foreglimpse the future. Governor-
Generals differed in quality and in interests: the 'rationality’
of Auckland, the 'intuitiveness' of Ellenborough, the 'confidence'
of Wellesley, the 'insecurity' of Hardinge, the 'silliness' of
Minto and the ‘'genius' of Dalhousie have been described.
And despite their sharp and asymmetrical characteristics,
Yaap underlines, they were all equally keen in favour of
drawing a favourable resonance from Britain. The commander-
in-chief, he continues, was singularly ineffective and other
members of the Government were primarily concerned with
revenue and political matters. Of the Governors, those of
Bengal and Madras had little interests in problems concerning
the north-west. And the Governor of Bombay, preoccupied
in Persian Gulf and Sind, did not have any conception of
the frame of reference of India's foreign and defence policies.

Thus, by a process of elimination Yapp highlights the
significant role of the men-on-the spot - the politicals, envoys,
Residents, agents and military commanders - having the mono-
poly of information. Yapp pushes them forward to occupy
prominent places - in the foreground. These were the men
who made and marred the various issues of war and peace
of a flamboyant empire.

Yapp's is an eloquent study of the impulses of these
sportive frontier men forcing the hands of the reluctant imper-
lalists at home. As a result, despite this laboured exercise
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‘ . iml
in a bulky volume Central Asia continues to remain a dlranny
fit parabola of historical research hushed up in verbiage
romantic sentiments.

corrective

PREMEN Addy's volume administers a singular .
h on fron

to the distorted perspective. This is not a monograp

tiers but a study on British imperial policy. AHSIO‘RUSSIaQ
rivalry in Asia is 1ts central theme and the principal foquh
of interest is the Hermit kingdom of Tibet. Endowed "Y”_
in extensive ethnological frontier, governed by the comblé\a
uon of a hierarchical church commanding enormous lan et
property and a small but sturdy nobility and served by aevaa:d

but .uppliant peasantry lingering on the boarders of lif
death, Tibet provided over the years absorbing interests an
seductive attractions for adventurers, explorers, militar‘lsfs’
mystics and historians alike. Its cultural and religious affinity
with India, its dominant position in the Himalayan state”
system, its definite though decaying contacts with an anaem!
China and its distinctive geographical location betwcen af
energetic and restless British India and a sure and certalf
Russian Central Asia turned this sleepy tableland into a cockpi!
of international rivalry. As a consequence, Tibet formed along
with the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan a fiercely contest€
zone of conflicting interests. Intricacies of European diplomacy’
ISsues emanating from the uncasiness of a spasmodic Chin®
the ingenious search by an industrial British for a Potentla
market, the political inferences of the apparently innocuoy?
geographical explorations and the frothy and fervid fervos’
of the men-on-the-spot comfortably coalesced in the so-Ca le
Txbet'an question. Premen Addy's volume on this much furrow®
but little cultivated area seeks to present an interesting patter™
The author's style is lucid and analytical while his wide canvd®
Is piquantly rewarding. His probings into the nuances of lmperia
policies are commendable and the result has been quite reward”
Xug. Algng with Alaster Lamb's Britain and Chi?)csc Centrd
t T .

Gt e BB e R ol
The Y Mise; Defence of India, and P.L. Mehra’s

oung isston, Addy's volume should find a SigNi”

ficant place on the shelf
Asia. of selected books on modern Centrd
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. Against a neat and synoptic historical setting and a
‘telling introduction Addy opens his account by delineating
the hesitant British initiatives under an astute Warren Hastings
operating through an intrepid Hindu trader, Purangir Gossaln
and under the supervision of a determined Scotman, G_eorge~
Bogle distinguished by his humourless sincerity. The primary
objective of these initial contacts with the Panchan Lama
was to open the wicket-gate of China and to revive the cele-
brated, albeit shadowy, silk route. During the first half of
the 19th century, the Company's political influence was €x-
tended to Nepal and Bhutan. with the expansion of British
informal rule over Kashmir and Ladhak, Tibet began 10 feel
the pulsating pressure of the fluctuating Red Line. When
in response, China sought to strengthen her control in Tibet
by promoting the insatiable addiction of its clergy and nobi-
lity for the exotic aroma of the special brand of Chinese
brick-tea, the British planters in their counter-move prepared
themselves to overwhelm the tea thirst of the Tibetans by
§tilnulating the supply of Indian tea. The annexationof Darjeeling
intensified the storm in the Tibetan tea cup and Russian

. bear borrowed a Chinese chopstick to stir the fluid situation.
An imperious Curzon brought with him a new spirit of envi-
gorated imperial consciousness. Impatient, encyclopaedic
and almost a 'Conservative Calvanist!, the new viceroy forced
the issues to a crisis and an enigmatic Younghusband was
commissioned to move on the Lhasa to organise a long awaited
Tibetan tea-party.

It had become axiomatic in British imperial policy
that to expect a ‘barbarous' country between two civilised
nations to retain its independence was as ludicrous as to
ask an egg to stand on its ends. This was an universal imperial
consensus. Curzon had little parliamentary hangup and it
was resolutely maintained by official India that Mr. paget,
M.P. with his indiscreet inquisitiveness had no business to
interfere with the imperial high policies. In consonance with
this imperial accord, Curzon decided to espy an inflated Russian
design in Tibet and its ominous shadows across the Himalayas.
It may be f{lippant to consider that Curzon's motives were
contorted by an overriding desire for personal glory. A tense
atmosphere was nevertheless generated in Calcutta with the
assistance of a crafty Bhutanese vakil, the legendary Sarat
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Chandra Das, and a devious official propaganda dwi,l:ng -
the various ramifications of a possible Russian lnvaséj e.d an
zon's letter to Dalai Lama was returned acknowle gphased
a second provocative communication was followed by ‘a of the
programme of intervention. As a mighty proconsu aximum
empire, Curzon had made up his mind to draw the mebuffed
advantage of the wrath of the incensed John Bull l’lni'ciall)’y
by a 'semi-civilised' entity in a so-called no-man's land. d poliCY
the home govérnment was disposed to favour a forwéf London
and its attendant pressure tactics. The excitement 1N s
was, however, ephemeral thanks to the consxderatlomany,
its global strategy. The military ascendancy of Ggrns
the rise of Japan in Eastern politics, the comAphcatl_Oeered
the Boer War and the diplomatic isolation of Britain engif
feelings of diffidence, despondency and apP’ehensloncould
they underlined the need for circumspection. Curzon atic
not quite comprehend the nuances of the European d'PIOﬁ;fe '
syndrome from the glittering viceregal camp. He Ch.aa“y,
argued, sent off blood and thunder memorand. and, fiP nt.
decided to force the hands of the hesitant home governme

The cautious steps advocated by the Secretary ,Of S..t?rt;
from London to his dear friend in India were candid: s
truth is .... that if there was two more of you in other Pau‘d
of the British Empire occupying big posts, the machine woO e
not be manageable ... although | quite admit that there e:n_
occasions on which we ought 1o risk everything for the af‘? nt
ment of our object we cannot afford to adopt a truculety
and intolerant tone upon every difference which may a”Se'-
This belated circumspection on the part of the Home 89"6'“_
ment was conditioned by the disperate nature of British ln.ter

ests and the manner in which they touched the aspiratlons
of almost every power.

: er. Thus. while Calcutta continued
manipulate local situation

' . sation with deft officials, London devote
itself to circumscribing the Viceroy's impulsive initiatives:
A Russian alliance seemed mo

administration i Britai th € Attractive to the hesnba'r:

in  Britain an  a  whi . ophob!a-
The Viceroy's Tibetan policy was accg:Z?r? llJp SZcursiSfiged at
the glter of the Triple Entente with equaﬁiz/nity strikingly
enough, in every aspect of the imperia] pohcy'the Home
government had begun to find itself at variance with the
Viceroy. While Curzon considered

Whil It an evide eakness
and humiliation to allow unarmed shephardsnc:, ogfra\;'e their
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flocks every year across the territory ‘of the Raj, London
i tunate poaching for the sake of
opted to wink at the unfor c e eemed
diplomatic convenience. From Calcutta, Germ r): Vi
a distant land having little 1mper1a} concern and the Viceroy
decided to use large-scale maps In order to hlghhght_ the
roblems of Central Asia. In contrast, Ru551§ was vne\\{ed
?rom London as a weak state mined by rgvolutlon anq hav1r:1g‘
legitimate interests in Tibet and Afghanistan. She was CZ
sidered as a mischievous, though not quite dangerous, conten ferl
requiring constant and careful watchfulness‘but‘ no vengefu
apprehensions. Germany, on the contrary, with its mcrea_smgl
militarism and regimentation loomed large. on the .Of‘fl.C.la
horizon and i1 unmistakably offered ominous possxb111t1¢5
tor the future. "l cannot conceive why we shquld object Rgss@
going where it will", Salisbury qu_lp'pved with characteristic
indifference to the Viceroy's sensibility, "provided we are
not excluded {rom there 1too". Curzon sheered at the Home
government's misguided priorities, scoffed at the 'foolish’
Boer War, entertained misgivings about the Foreign Office's
'unreal' commitments for Chinese integrity and expressed
his vehement passions against its morbid inclinations to walk
into discomforting risks in Egypt, Persia, Morocco and elsewhere.
These diverse shades of imperial prescriptions and policies
have been so sensitively woven by the author that one is
left with an unmistakable image of a flamboyant Viceroy
initially encouraged by the tome government but subsequently
held back by his own erstwhile friends in London. Brodrick,
In particular, emerges in the study as an embodiment of
timidity pendulating between two extremes and in the bargain,
double-crossing his ‘'chum' in India. The chief concern of
British policy in London during the period following Curzon's
viceroyalty was to ensure Chinese adhesion to the Lhasa
treaty. The occasion was considered particularly opportune
owing to Russia's exhaustion after the war with Japan and
with Peking's expressed desire to regain her foothold in Tibet.
Morley, the Secretary of State, was the architect of the
policy at the London-end, while a stolid Minto, vexed by
his own mediocrity, precariously held his own at the sticky
wicket in India. Morley was desirous to come to terms with
Russia and St. Petersburg reciprocated sincerely his sentiments.
The lonely Viceroy in Calcutta continued 10 grumble, moan,
whine and demur as he doubted the honour of Russian pro-
houncements and apprehended a

. pcssible Russo-Japanese com-
Pact in the Far East. The crafty Panchan Lama almost seduced
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Coorudsif;teiinMé:tto to offer him a protective British umbrella:
obbr While s tween London and Calcutta was i its_lowes?
army moved int e);_‘S‘Sgiec'i in his wicked joy as the Chinesé
and cried out m° ibet, Minto raised his hands in sheer disgust
amidst the Tibet vain against the arrival of the Chinese wolves
and prescribed s ? lambs. Morley ignored Minto's impetuousity
tion. Me scorni e“atnvgs to the discomposed India administra-
usage and ur e:r{‘ rejected the word 'prestige’ in diplomatic
being played gut ltrrr:l to watch cheerfully the Tibetat ot
with the prospect essly between the two Orjental contene
little option £a§ 10f much bloodshed and cruelty. In facts
obliged to devot eft for Minto and his officials Who felt
the lengthenin Ceh'therme'VeS to a futile attempt to measurs
an able but %ot mege‘ shadows over the Himalayas. Hardingés
but not a far-si hzad rilliant mind, and a practical diplomd!
as Minto's SUCCgesseo statesman, was Morley's inevitable choic€
heart and soul intor.thThe new Viceroy had already entereé
In the context of a Ge spirit of the refashioned diplomacy
a different continental erman ascendency. In India, howeVer
had become the a vision, projected so admirably by Curzo
flavour and nuance ccepted official creed with all its 1oc2
himself, its enth s and before long Hardinge became, despit€
logical features uos;astglc convert. The geographical and ethno
mams of mdinn PorelPer Assam began to re-appear 1o the
Hare kept alive the mue Department in high relief. Lancel®’
implications of a mysterious Chinese bagaboo and the diverse
strategic frormernbendemnc Russophobia. The search for
Indian case. 11 wasecarne an essential thrust of a revise
monotonous  story ofonCe again a repeat performance Of 8
a restless spirit undef C:unous administrator turning IN°
frontier psychology and t:e pressure of imperial impulse®
interests. In this exciti above all, the attractions of materia
Addy has combin dl INg account of imperial expansion premen
intense  devotio ed a remarkable historical 'pn ight and a"
imperial canv n to authentic documentat g a jve
tutions and as, his lively style, his jon. His extens -
traditions of Tibet, his g Commapd over the |n§zj—
s sg’féec.zanon of impenahsm
he Studomc sense of humouf
eVieweryhhavmg a c}ompelllﬂg
the lay re:; no hesitation in
ers and specialist®

Impact on the readers. Your r
recommending the work to both
as a satisfying experience.

Suhash Chakravarty
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CASTE, CONFLICT & IDEOLOGY. Mahatma Jotirao
Phule and Low Caste Protest in Nineteenth Century Western
india. By Rosalind O'Hanlon, Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press [published in India in association with Orient Longmans

Ltd., Hyderabad], 1985, 326 pp., Price Rs. 150/-.

~ THE most significant event of the twentieth century
India is her liberation from the foreign yoke after a long
and unique struggle spearheaded by the Indian National Con-
gress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Besides this
great movement which had its origins in the nineteenth century.
there were also other movements with their origins in the
nineteenth century itself which may be described as protest
movements in the social and religious fields. One of these -
the non-Brahmin movement - was a movement of all other
castes against the Brahmins. It had its origins in the nineteenth
Century Western India. The major factor responsible for creat-
ing this clash between Brahmins and non-Brahmins was the
awareness and CONSCIOUSNESS created by some progressive
non-Brahmins such as Jyotirao Phule under the impact of
English education, the activities of the Christian missionaries,

and the British rule itself.

There have been several studies on the rise and growth
of this phenomenon in the Bombay and Madras Presidencies.
Mention may be made of studies by Eugene Irschick, Marguerite
Ross Barnett, Gail Omvedt, Kavalekar and others. What emerges
from these studies is that the non-Brahmin movement was
not just an ideological upheaval but more prominently it
developed into a socio-political conflict between Brahmins
who were the protagonists of the age-old oppressive and unjust

caste hierarchies and the non-Brahmins, though there was
i The study under review

an ideological element involved in it.

1S an attempt as the author claims, to explore and analyse

"in detail the actual content of ideology, the ideas and argu-
forward to rally

ments that non-Brahmins themselves put
belief in the oppressiveness of Brahma-

popular support to their

nic celigious values, and the evil effects of the latter upon
the lower castes in the nineteenth century", (p. 10). The author
assumes that such an examination of the actual content of
the non-Brahmin ideas preferably from the original Marathi
sources, would be more heipful in understanding ‘the real



316 India Past and Present

origins of non Brahmin politics and ideology', rather than
a study of “"the ready-made set of political and econom‘f
ihterests supposed to have been the real force behind them
This 1s _the hypothesis which is tested in the course Of

study. The major part of this study is "devoted to detaile
€xposition of the ideas and arguments of the first leader
and most influential theoretician of the movement of lowef
caste protest in nineteenth century Maharashtra, Mahatm2
Jot'lrao Phule". To this extent the present study consists
mainly of an examination and presentation of the ideoloBY
f'i",d thought-process of Mahatma Jotirao Phule, even thou8
1t forms the sub-title of this book. Caste, Conflict and 1d€o”

::gsyetprovidc only the general frame within which the study

The book under review was originally t thor's Ph-D-
;:esm on Mahatma Phple and Jow %astey prr\ce;t::t for whi,C
e received h?r Ph.C. in 1982. In pursuing her field of special
Interest Dr-A O'Hanlon, who is now Stnuts Fellow in Common”
l\:riglth StUdICS at the Cent_re for South Asian Studies in Cam”
Castﬁe,n:s working on a history of the non-Brahmin and 0¥
Caste isovemﬁnts i Maharashtra after Phule's death. The
Specaiiey well-equipped to undertake such projects with her
ppeciall 8 In modern lnvdlan History and Anthropology. Her
X first-%g gf the Marathi language has enabled her to make
2 Jirst Nd study of the original sources in Marathi which
Indispensable for such an undertaking.

Th ~ i :
broad areeasboo;( 'S organised into six parts delineating th€
In a brief i0 study with their sub-areas under each part
ntroduction the author discusses the problem ©

low caste protest i i
: In nincteenth ia an
explains the s ectivay entury Western India

thesis for the study is formulat

lation of a new ideology? B contribyted to the formu-
. b ogy? How these obi . -4:0onS
\s""ere incorporated into a larger id°°logic31 jective condition
these and not others, should suddenly ha, scheme, and why
¢ assumed a new
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importance? (p. 11). Phule's own ideas of newly acquired
Brahmin power that was used to protect the orthodox religious
power or to aggrandise their material condition is worth examin-
Ing. The author, after posing these questions proceeds to
examine the area of social structure from which Phule's
movement arose.

In part 2 of the book the religion and society under
British rule is presented in which the process of transformatiorn
of the meaning of 'Maratha' in popular usage from a loose
group of all Marathi-speakers or a small elite of powerful
families "to a very broad social category in whxch almost
every social group working on the land could claim inclusion"
(p. 48). This had a new appeal and significance in so far as
it helped them to claim for a greater share in education,
government jobs, and other social benefits. The effectiveness
of this changed perception became more pronounced and
useful in establishing a 'Maratha identity' which had everything
to do with the emergence of the non-Brahmin ideology. The
author has examined the crisis of cultural legitimacy in terms
of the structure and content of the Christian missionary po!e-
mics and of the Hindu reformers themselves. She has tried
to establish the fact that the missionary work in Maharashtra
during the period was responsible for bringing into existence
of 'a small but vocal group of Hindu social reformgrs'._(p. 85).
The missionary effort also succeeded in 'conveying in their
arguments an implicit idea of the proper relatnon.shlps. bgtween
SCriptural writings, religious hierarchy, and the individual
believer:, (p. 86). This idea was developed out of a pattern
of relationship within the Christian belief itself. It created
a new feeling in the Hindu reformers that H{ndwsm was
unsatisfactory as it denied access to the paSIC divine relations
10 a large section of its believers. The impact was not con-
fined to Western India alone, but spread to other parts of
the country, giving rise to movements such as the Brahmo
Samaj in Bengal and the Arya Samaj in northern India. The
rise and growth of religious reform opiion in Western India
has been analysed here with a view to an "understanding
of the ideological origin of what these movements saw as
their major tasks, and of the awkwardness that attended

many of their efforts".
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r to the emer”
ao phule

h century

Part 3 of the book introduces the reade
gence of a distinctive radical voice through Jotir
and his circle of student radicals in the mid-nineteent
Western India. Phule belonged to the Mali caste, W
gardners by profession. It was classified as Shudra
four-fold Varna Scheme. The environment in the family, S¢ d
and the local community which was heterogeneous, create
in him and his friends new ideas of social reform and religious
radicalism. 1t is stated by his biographers that Phule an
his friends "are said to have been fired with ideas of “bera.“ng
their country from foreign rule by their reading of the lives
of Shivaji and George Washington, and the work of Thomas
Paine, and by the influence of anti-British Brahman' (p- ”9)'
Phule and his friends had believed that the key to @ funda-
mental change in social attitudes lay in education. S50 €
opened a School for the girls of the low and untouchables
castes in Pune and was himself teaching in the school.
formed later a society for increasing education amongst Mahars,
Mangs, and others. We see in this effort of Phule and .hls
society of friends the emergence of Phule's own distinctivé
form of radicalism as it amounted to extricating the l°“"¢’
castes who were "sunk deep in ignorance and misery. arism%
(trorrl\gav)am of education and intercourse with society in Seneral
p. .

The author discusses in detail the content and impact

of‘Phule‘s efforts through his plays and books such as t.he
Third Eye and Setkarancha Asiidd (The Cultivator's WhiP
chord) etc., to create a social identity for the lower cast€?

which constitutes the subject matter of part 4 of the book
under review. Phule also through his major works such 8
Shivajicha Pavddd (1869), Brahmaninche Kasiba (1869) and
Guldmgiri (1879) tried to expose the exploitation of the igno’”
ant and nllnte(ate peasant cultivators by the Brahmins w

came to acquire special power under the British rule over
the masses of lower caste Hindus, and the wa j.r\ which thé
British Government had allowed rea) power toy sii from it
hands into those of the high caste administrative aﬁd profess”
ional elite which served it. (p.137), Phule's strat was 1°
provide an ideological basis on which g3 Sura ggly opulal
fo.llowmg.c.ould be brought about to re; potential p Pona
Hindu religious hngrarchies. He was able t’:ﬁ: the convgntletus
of an upward social mobility by arguing tha::rr;e“ssl;‘rleerlrr;[;stes

N
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Could rightfully call themselves Kshatriya. Such an attemp.
Was helpful in projecting Maharashtra's warriors and culti-
Vators as the real stuff of the society, and such an identity
existed in the midst of familiar institutions and traditions.
In his ballad on Shivaji, Phule tried to assimilate the central
€Pisode of Maharashtra's history the much longer tradition
With social leadership by the ‘Maratha-Kunbi caste grouping,
b“f\ging together the warrior and the cultivator traditions,
Which constitute are integral part of Maharashtra's culture.
This was "the alternative Phule provided "as an ideological
fival to what he saw as Brahmin-centred interpretations of
culture and modes of social leadership” (p.186). He provided
an alternative model for the coming non-Brahmin leadership.

~ In part 5 of the book the discussion centres round the
Position of the lower caste community in contemporary society,
hlgh“ghting the need for religious emancipation of the low
Caste people. Phule was very much opposed to the employment
of Brahmin priests for the performancg of religious ceremaonies
and stressed the need of the former to perform their own
ceremonies. His desire for independenc e in religion formed
one of the main impulses'behind the formation of the Satya-
shodhak Samaj in 1873. Incidentally, we see a repetition of
the, same strategy in the protest programmes launched by
Periyar E.v. Ramaswamy Naiker in Madras Presidency during
the 20th century through his Self-Respect Movement and
éhg Self-Respect Marriages performed without a Brahmin
riest,

There is an interesting discussion in Chapter 12 about
Phule's vision of human rights based on the principle of‘ a
Pre-social human equality. The author says that "in developing
;,ht?se ideas, Phule drew heavily upon the work of Thomas
Paine, whose work was very popular in the radical circles
In which Phule moved..." (p. 193). But it could also have deve-
loped as part of his own conception of God as the all powerful
pa.ram%hwara and the Jaganiyanta as indicated in the introdu-
Ction to his work Slavery, praying Him for the redemption
of the Shudras from mental slavery by rooting out the Brahmin
element. Phule's own analysis of the nature of Brahmin power
IS clearly brought out in Chapter 13. It is necessary to point
Out at this juncture that Phule's interest in writing his works
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was not a literary one, but .of presenting the problem of

lower castes exploitation by the Brahmins who had acquire
extraordinary religious and political power, and the hollownes$
of their claim to be their religious guides.

There is a fairly lengthy discussion in Chapter 14 on
the Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth-Seeking Society) and its activ!
ties during the 1870s towards bringing about religious reform:

Part 6 of the book constitutes the most crucial pa{;
of the study in which the author discusses how phule 18
the foundation for the rise of non-Brahmin movement later
and 1ts ideological bases. Phule was conscious of the lack
o‘( organisational infrastructure to mobilise the Shudra COmmUm-
ties and enlist co-operation among them. With this objective
In view, he entered the Pune Municipality as member ©
a committee. He gave evidence before the Hunter Commission
demanding greater resources for primary education whichs
he said, should be made compulsory upto the age of twelve:
Phule also extended the activities of the Satyashodhak Sama)
to rural areas which brought him closer to thb problems N
the Kunbi cultivators, and it was at this point that phule
shifted his emphasis from caste 10 class (\haragter of the cural
society and started pleading for greater support for all classess
partncutiarly for the care of the Shetak‘;fi cultivators who
";‘/tf;e ;ufhorCfeé}tgr? and sustainers of the Maharashtrian society:
rightly perceives the implications of this shif?
w:jgdsteonzzattetszd s (Phulers) SPeeChes'and ~writmgs i this
gbserved Pielc:se ofOnSe of the most elaborate and munutely
e ree ocial reporting of agricultural life !0
mbay Presidency. Cumulanvely ) cirerion
of social value concerning the dist;.iizulttionprg;nded ;‘; .;}:clit e
i : socia
g;)m;ccroe:]?::;ﬁietsy 1:;;20:2:8’(3:3 drEW attention to the injustice
farthest from the productive ;)trsocgrez:test rewards for thos€
Phule established himself as the reeasls. (p. 257). With this
cultivating community and this was op spokesinan of the ru]ra.
gical prizes that he could win. In ie of the precious ideolo
problem was original and provided act, his analysis of the
causes of rural poverty and the a different view of the

removing it. In his work Slavery
Chord we see Phule finally emerg;
the depressed and the expioited.

'35 the belief was that all advanced in s
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In Chapter {6, the activities and the problems of
Pre Satyashodhak Samaj during the 1880s have been discussed.
It brought together all non-Brahmins on the basis of the original
problems of the society, and Phule's drawing closer together
with Maharashtra's cultivators provided him with an ideological
Impulse. Phule succeeded (n bringing together different groups
with divergent opinions, ideas and symbols. This divergence
Provided strength to the movement rather ‘than weakening
1T, because they were all agreed on one point Viz., }he extreme
inequality 1 Maharashtrian society. The crippling poverty
of the large backward masses groping in the dark without
education was aggravated by the harmﬁu! social customs.
These backwards or Magasalela were in dire need for special
aid and support from the British Government and the demands
of the Magasalela became the key-word in the vocabularies
of the non-Brahmins. The author points out the manner in
which this caste-class identity i.e., all lower castes being
also backward n all respects, got converted into mere bene-

volent reformism. It was rather unfortunate that this caste-
class identity was not pushed to 1S logical end, though 1t
r ins and non-Brahmins,

Was a pointer to a division between Brahmins ¢
ociety were mostly

Brahmins. in the Satyashodhak Samaj there aros¢ differences
of opinion as to the culpability of the Brahmins for the back-
wardness of the non-Brahmins. There were differences ansm’g
Out of Maratha identity and Kshatriya status also. Phule’s
OWN stand on this issue has been examined in detail. These
differences notwithstanding, the unifying force was the non-
Brahmin ideology 1seif. "What all groups within the movement
Shared was", says the author, "the same Dasic notion of oppo-
SiIon of measurement against @ standard attained by other
Castes, byt not by themselves. This gave rise 10 3 pervasive
Issue  of practical inequalities in society, fmd came 10
form  the dynamic of non-Brahmin ideclogy”. (p. 277).
This  alse  meant that declared rivals and opponents were
witling 1o work together, and more important than
this consequence was nthe emergence of a consistent and
vocal opposition to the Indian National Congress, in which
all non-Brahmin groups joined" (p. 277). One finds 1t rather
difficult to agree with this statement in toto because 'Ihe
Indian National Congress, though elitist in the beginning,
did not remain so except during its formative years. Never-
theless, such apprehensions were expressed in 3 huge public
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meeting held at Pune in | P hmins
of all shades of opinion, 880, attended by non-Bra

the aultr;m:hzr;xlsalhecrhacizecr] o.f the book wh‘ich is an epiloglslies’
"that caste, ethnic, and U?‘IOHS and e}stabl!s.hes her hypoth€ .-
thing static and Prir’nordialmber Broup identiuies & not Sc’man
action, and are subij » but are the constructions of humn
envnror’wmem . ubject to change as their broader S'O'Clal
leaders and CdangeS- It is here that the elites - the politicd
and relative 'le_ologUes have access to ideas and educatiom
their crucial eis:fve and affluence to pursue and perform
o P tasd. (p. 30%) 1t is difficult to classify
he  brought u?, er such an elite category. Nevertheless
radical sgcial atout and created the conditions  for
groups. The aUtl"‘ansiorma“on by mobilising the non-Brahmi”
whether we can oer allsp takes up another important question
based institutions ;}E’ a}:n on this »basis the growth of caste-
towards the end ofnc thgccuffed in all the three Presidencies
and rejects the generalisat?cl;:?edinatx c:ntury. She Congdezs
Washbrook on . the n by persons like D3V
Presidency from tt%ero‘;:tr:: °f3§§' ste associations in the Madras
mobilisation appears either as s, wherein the caste unity F
;atching or policy expedienc vl ad"hoc. device for vote-
is most striking is "their ()é of the British. To her, what
root, not in traditional caste a:te based institutions) strong
ties, symbols and identities th ntagonisms, but in the loyal-
popular culture and their use atf were central to traditiond
given a strong new political “S' these traditional elements
identity for the lower castes". ( Ist to forge a new common
;akes note of the services l’en.d P. 307) The author, of courses
in explaining 1t as a real Sos'reld by non-Brahmin polemicists
this observation to cover the 1al phenomenon. If we pro,‘eci
the ' 20th century, partiCulanynature of caste-politics during
David Washbrook seem to be mo:t present, the findings ©
e realistic, as we sece toddY

expediency and .self-"m‘terest of caste in
over traditional identities and ideo]og. S gaining an upper hand
tes,

One may not agr i
sions of the a):nhor guete"\]vxth all the formulati lu-
. e book under reyj lons and conc Ut
ew is an excellen

scholarly endeavour 1O present the phj
of that leader of the low caste groups llc\)/!s:r?hy and activities
' atma Joti Phules
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whom no less a person than Dr. B. R. Ambedkar called
"the greatest Shudra of Modern India" while dedicating his
work Who Are the Shudras? to Phule's memory. The study
is based on original sources in Marathi which has enhanced
its authenticity. It is a must for all students of caste insti-
tutions, politics and leadership in India. The book is well
produced with a meaningful jacket and carries a useful biblio-
graphical note and an exhaustive bibliography.

A. M. Rajasekhariah

AWADH IN REVOLT 1857-1858 : A STUDY OF POPULAR
herjee, Delhi, Oxford

RESISTANCE. By Rudrangshu Muk
University Press, 1984, 219 pp- Rs. 110/-.

IN the eighteenth century as the Mughal Empire de-
clined as a centralising force, successor states and regional
points of loyalty emerged. Awadh was On€ of the largest
of these and formed the nucleus of Indian revolt against

British rule in 1857.

Rudrangshu Mukherjee has, in a fascinating manner,

probed aspects of the 1857 revolt that have not hitherto
been clearly brought out. He starts with the pre-annexation
situation in Awadh, describing in detail the agrarian set up
in Awadh, and tries to show how it was causally linked with
the revolt when the general populace-Talukdars and peasants-
fought together against a common foe. He has brought out
the practical cooperation that existed in the rural society
between the different strata and how this formed the strength

of pre-annexation Awadh society.

r he has shown in detail the early
in 1722 by Sadat Khan, an Iranian
patterned on the Moghul Empire.
Land was the mainsource of revenue and agriculture in this very
rich Indo-Gangetic region yielded ample surplus wealth. The
author describes In detail the four types of tand-holdings
in Awadh. The Khalsa lands were, as in moghul times, the
crown estates, which had begun to decline in the beginning
of the nineteenth century due to the corruption of the

In the first chapte
Awadh society. Founded
adventurer, Awadh was
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chak

Huzc:grda'rrsohs(.r)er:z. collectors) supervising these cstates The
to the treasur -P‘fr:‘somed those who paid their dues dl"““‘w
very POpular\ Zs trO\(;Sh thewr own agents. This system was
1o harass the:m T;, 1d not give the chakladars am PO“_’('r
out the land reven e hjara system was the system of farming
The disastrous couc to contractors and was the most Lsur HOUS:
and the auth nsequences of this system are woll-know?

or has tllustrated it with (teresting « ases.

Th :
e final type of land hoiding was the Amani of trust

manage
Offlmgalm\igts S::t:;::'dNo amount was fixed and the collecting
could collect. thxsed dto pay mto the treasury ol whet e
motive of the coinec't not succeed as self-interest wad the
and paid as less as or who extrarted as much das posﬁlble
has given interesting ep:<055lb|e Into the treasury. The authof
functioned by describin atf:p)es of how the nasims ((~haklad3f)
The land though “erch gdme details of the district of sultanpi’
as the corruption, rack-r nOt pay as much to the treasury.
enting and extortion of the collectors

brought about a decline in revenue 1o the st
W state.

Operating b

elow

were the local landlo~<;hls world of nazims and «hakiedaf®

Mukher)ee maintains o’f s who were the real mainstay. 4°

ctures' were Ralpui‘s whtho.smw' Most of these local totru-

region and acquired Ian% h;d through tune myigrated to thi®

service tenures, occupatio Y various means such as gUTS
n by superior power, and bv AU tone

The Talukdars w

and could be looked ez,io;heafft'ua
entoved an inde ; S oamperium 1 g
extracted varlouzerlﬁﬁins‘ ;lng;“ 10 a share ofmth:i”p;r‘twl((i)l;e-1:fn:j
their own mihitia muc'h lik controlled Jlaw and <7r[dorlnrou1h
Talukdar (Raja) pooled>rescl; e the Furopean feadul  lords. The
Lppropriated the surplu sources with the peasant, t o »s, The
and everyone was‘ asiursédaé;er the process c;i‘(\'x‘h )ruxtn ,‘:( tt:dyw
and thus every villager w his share from the ‘.‘:, ) '; van'
grain heap, and thus ever a0 snsured of his pre B e
income. The method of er‘“"g‘" was vouch ated A of he

o op sharing with safed a minimurd
for providing every one in the estate with ity inbuilt devires

the ‘'subsistence ethics' of the peasam:yubsi;::nce, Sdb“s“eg
: s establishe

I power in the countrysid®

India Past and Present 325

a system of natural cooperation and a sense of common welfare
and created what the author calls a 'moral economy' in the
countryside. The peasant got his grain, protection and help
for his family needs from the Raja and he on his part tilled
the soil, paid his dues and gave unflinching loyalty to the

Raja.

This system led to prosperity in the land and, as des-
cribed by contemporary British administrators, the peasant
looked 'happy’ and estates were tadmirably cultivated'. There
was an unquestioned reliance on each other and neither
could atford to alienate the other. More than 60% of the
arca of Awadh was under the Talukdars, and it appears they
cultivated the best land in Awadh and contributed 90% of

the revenue.

I+ is interesting to note that contrary to the classical
feudal system, the peasants would seem to have had usufru-~
ctuary rights as brought out by Mukherjee. The author concludes
thereby that 'some degree of permanency of occusancy' was
accepted in parts of Awadh. But he also brings out a i
of 'bonded' labour which existed at the time, though it seems
to have been restricted to a small section of the 'lowest’

castes.

On the whole, there existed a close ‘inter-relatedness'
between the Raja and his subordinates, and it is from this
that the Talukdar came 10 occupy a crucial and strong position
in the countryside, which constituted a base for united action

in times of danger to the community.

In the sccond chapier, Mukherjee describes the process
of annexation and suinmary settlenient. The british motive
for annexation was greed for more revenue and a desire 1o
posscss the best jand in the northern plains. They were also
moved by the sirategic purpose of having a continuous area
under them from Delht to Calcutia. The Nawab had been
thoroughly emasculated by the subsidiary alliance which had
left him powerless. Like all other princes, he had become
a mere ‘'cipher’ and a puppet in British hands. To accuse
him therefore of 'not governing' is a travesty. The subsidiary
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::lgl:i!:(;e ofdesttr:oyed all spirit of independence and sens€ qf
o e Nawab. The British ‘had firmly clapped their
e techniouer ohis state after Buxar, and had et
Delhousic iquefs of take-over of power directly and indirectly:
drop. into h? act was now just waiting for the rcherry' t©
conferres ons mouth. Paramountcy combined with usage had
ot be reemt the British Government a power which could
o lSIIS c?d._(ljt was the judge of what 1t could do or coul
o e ardegl ed what It pleased and its decisions weré
o cone ig ed as statements of Jaw which could overrid®
el out even contractual obligations.

sovere};m‘;/aST:bs‘gq"thereiore' for Indian princes to claim
Indian State cozld rtl,“Sh cl'earjy showed that no ruler of 2f
Inspite of report e an 'equal’ and so was it with Awad™
own a&mm.szfaf s of a contented happy people, given by its
was  unjustly ;?‘:‘S such as Sleeman, Outram and Elliot, AW3 h
revenue settiem exed. The chapter deals mainly with the
As in many oth:::t lWthh the British enforced on Awadh-
local land tenure places, they did not really understand the
wrongly conside ds and customs. The village zamindar was
and Tghts we red by them as the hereditory owner of land
the Bnts 0rfe rfransferred‘ to him. This completely upset
and all the str the countryside. It expropriated the Talukdars
nterrelationsh: uctt\;res dependent on them as well as the clos€
resulted In thelpi at vhad existed as described earlier. It
peasant, who wr;‘fo:f”s"mem and indebtedness of the common
patronage and w eprived of crop sharing, protection an
the rural world rea; overassessed. The 'moral economy' ©
now in times of rfaerl;e:' a shock. The peasant had no protection
gencies. The Talukd ship such as crop failure or family emer-
were summarily dis ars holdings were relieved of their and they
:ts results have beg(rzssvzsrsfdw?“tge" rights. The settlement and
ations a o ocumented j -
very Cle::jly.accorrnr?:nymg maps help to grirs]g dteh:;.all;rdok:{aeb;s
of grievances agai settl?mem _Produced abroad consensus
in the worst gainst the 'firangi Raj'. E '
possible sense. It aliepat verything was taken
ed the people by not

only removing their b
_ . eloved ryle
economic subsistence to a large c]ierg,re:m by taking away thell

The next two chapters describe

of 1857-58. The author has the revolt and result
fully doc

umented the pattern

N, .it all ended. as 1s well known,
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of the spread of the Mutiny starting with Meerut and tracing
its course down the Ganga till the soldiers reached Lucknow
or May 30, 1857. At this stage, the local population becomes
involved. As soon as Lucknow fell to the rebels, the people
in the countryside entered into the fight. They lost confidence
in British power, so that even the civil officers deserted
and went over to the rebels. The former Talukdars, their
peasant followers and other officials became part of the
revolt. All were imbued with hatred against and distrust of
the British. The common bond of the Talukdars with the peasant
brought ail together. Everywhere we find a common pattern
of destruction of property, of jails, looting of British possessions;
and bloodlust against the British. The rebellion defused itself
along the Ganges in a chain reaction. After the British re-
captured Lucknow in September 1857, the movement spread
into the countryside where the common people more or less

took over the revolt.

Mukherjee has described in detail this aspect of the
revolt, which has really not been touched upon so far in detail.
He has brought out through official documents, figures and
tables, the manner and extent of the participation of the
general public. The fact that the sepoys were really 'peasants
in uniform' is clearly brought out and he shows how the revoit
was transformed into a war of the people. A new kind of
leadership was created by the Talukdars and nawabi bureaucracy
who joined the rebels. The British at this stage were desperate
and had no hope of winning back Awadh. They reported that
every village from Kanpur 10 Lucknow was held by the rebels.
Mukherjee describes lucidly the desperate COUrage, commit-
ment to the cause, the tenacity and spirit of the people.

{

The fall of Dethi in September 1857 made Lucknow
extremely important. The British had been able to captute
the Residency, but could not stay in Lucknow and left it.
This gave an 1mpetus for greater effort and movement by

the rebels.

In spite of this, by March 1858 the British reinforced
their positions and were marching on Lucknow. Ultimately
in the defeat of Indians In
interesting fact -

March 1858. Mukherjee brings out another
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that the revolt had not run its course with the fall of Luckno
but had dispersed into the countryside. Only after Ford »y'dle1
overran Baiswara at the end of November 1858, was the Bnt-ls
authority restored. Till then the momentum of the rebellio®
had been maintained.

of the rebers. HalP1eT, Probes the organisation and ideclofl
the succes > f ere a'e.f,o\’nd the causes of their defeat éng
of Awadh asndoh‘ the British. Birjis Qadr was crowned Kll's
aUthority was o mother the regent. But Begum Hazrat Mahaa
Emperory Tis Cerum'scnbed by the authority of the Mughl
The arm.y ale ‘I(atters orders were to be obcyed as f‘ma;
this created ?0 €PL control over the regency and many “m:_
ning no Talukcrim“On between the two authorinies. In the beg‘lh_
tary cell. Lat ar was on erther the executive body or *he ml_s'
trative arr or they were, i seems, included. The adnint

gements were loose and precarious and internd

dissensions surfaced
: n
Maulvi Ahmadullah S:;t:]yw o oo the e or“cn a

authority, T

and tens);on b':'; Was also an element of suspicion, rivalfl

N spite of thes eedn the Begum's €amp and the sepoys However
' e dissension o the

Begum 1o maintain a s all attempts were made by

semblance of order and organisation'

The greatest hurgle

. lal
constraints, Within 4 short came in the form of 1NaNC

Ume the treasyry was empty ar;S
fward thl" soldiers. At {irst, the Talukdrace
was eac(t)\ ‘;‘19» but later even this 50Ua
started lootn ?’ himself, Rebel troops .
8 and plundering cven viliage

these a¢
ts
°f numbers ~defeatng and 11159;;‘;.lgn

theur leaders
Obviously )
the Superiorty
and  genera)

t
The author demhus’asm, ’thee INvolvement of the popu
any depth; in fon 0! 89 into trebe“m” could not succe€

iin :
H Iact 1t Seems h._; hlS asp(,(.t of the problf‘m in

issue. e
3% tied 1o bypass the Wh°

Analysin

i : X th .

J€€  pinpoints Sre“gmotwes and iq

religion waq Hgton €olo
n amply

BY of the revolt, MUkher—
The preservatioﬂ

f the revolt, as h::
were convinced th

wri ma
itten aboyy, 10!'e factor o
febels
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the British wished to deprive the Hindus and Muslims of their
religion and convert all to Christianity. Propaganda and rumour
were rife on this score and Mukherjee gives a fairly detailed
account of this. Fortunately no major divisive issues came
up between Hindus and Muslims despite the British attempts.
The rebellion emphasised Hindu-Muslim co-existence and
every proclamation of Bahadur Shah and the Begum mentions
the Hindus and Muslims in the same breath.

Another important theme of the revoit had been the
restoration of pre-annexation position. As already described,
the British had destroyed the main basis of social and economic
life of Awadh by their policies. The same action and reaction
had also taken place in other areas under British rule too.
The British, as the author shows, had undermined this traditional
world of lineage, lordship, patronage, services and deference,
which were primordial Indian loyalties. The British had, accord-
ing to the rebels, destroyed their traditional world and cherished
values. Their struggle had been in part to re-establish the
traditional order.

Rudrangshu Mukherjee has done thorough research and
used original material hitherto unexplored. He has made an
excellent plea for looking at the revolt in a new light and
focussed on the role of the common people in general. However,
it would have been instructive if he had cared to analyse
the various reasons for the defeat of the rebels and the methods
by which the British succeeded. The book is definitely an
important contribution to the literature of 1857.

Mani Kamerkar
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NOTES AND QUERIES

Panjim, Goa During the Last Sixty-six Years

. IT was on the l6th November, 1920 that 1 stepped
into Panjim for the first time in order to join the Lyceum.
How I found the city then and its development thereafter
is what 1 wish to record in this article. At the outset, however,
let me quote here what Denis L. Cottineau de Kloguen said
of Panjim a century earlier in his History of Goa. Writing
In 1829 he satd:-

"Pangi, the residence of the Viceroy, or Governor,
ever since the administration of Emanuel Saldarha
de Albuquerque, Count of Ega, who governed Portuguese
india from 1758 to 1765, as we have said, is now a
very handsome town, about three miles west of Goa;
all the houses well-built, and having generally one story
above the ground floor, are always kept white and
clean, and have the doors and window frames painted
green, and several of them have balconies; the streets
are pretty broad, and some are paved; the Viceroy's
palace is close to the water, and it is no higher than
the other houses, and has not much external appearance;
but it is large and has very fine rooms in the inside,
both for the lodging of the Governor, and for the dif-
ferent public offices; the other public buildings, are
a targe and fine church, with good revenues, the custom-
house, barracks, and a gaol; the number of communi-
cants in the parish amounts 10 2000 and the number
of strangers, including Hindus and Muslims, is supposed
to be 6000; so that the whole population may amount
to about 9000, besides the troops."
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. m
In the twenties of the 20th century the City of p;g]nte

he 4
ern Slde’

a part
red

extended from east to west along the river from !
de Linhares or Patto to Carnpals and on the south
from the Portais or Manoss to Santu Incz. including
of the Altinho. The most busy part of the town was the 2
which extends from the Palace of Adil Khan 10 the 77
Mandovi, and the most interesting area  were the prem
of the Customs and the port. At present the Customs premb>
show a complete transformation to the extent of 10sing "
original 1dentity and beauty. Till the late thirties of the Pf
sent century the Customs premises extended along the ”ve;
from the office of V.S. Dempo Ltd. to the western wall ¢

i n
the still ex:sting part of the compound of the Customs. 'Thzd
the premises were enclosed with a fugh masonry wal fitt
with thick and beautiful railings in its castern part. Aic’{:ﬁ
ce

the Rua Vasco da Gama it was intercepted by 8 gré
banyan-tree which was always crowded with swarms Of crows
and sparrows which nestled on it and on the grain Sweepmgs
scattered in the Customs yard.

Inside the enclosure, there were four zinc sheds, on¢
of which was used for outdoor services of the staff who ins?
pected the luggage of the passengers corming from BombaY
by steamers. Every morning in the dry season a team
three or four custom officers, clad n white, and the kh,ak
liverted personnel of Guarda Fiscal were seeny there che
”:(’ baggage of the passengers. There was also a Post
guri:‘he rs\outh—eastvcorner of the enclosure, functioning On’z
» hg the Bombay steamers' calls at the port. At the edg
oro? € %Uf’mm yard and opposite the gate of the Custor®! hous®
projected a wooden dock for the steamers coming {rom BombaY

and th - . _ i
and abrzasf)untry crafts hailing from different parts oI ind13

In the early twenties th ¥
e wooden dock was only @ te

E‘:tterfsonlorzﬁ S]ardtlg' covering the length ocf : :ounth'Crait'

_on, e thirties, to meet the e
A r { larg

Zzssjglesé thef Government decided to exleido:,;)r;gdgiid?dnz invited

susply rtshe rolr:n tr;sh e emieam Navigation ‘Compal")’

2PPIY N plan. When the engineers were ki out the

plan for the extension of the dock, Joseph F xwgresmg (fathel

X ouza

India Past and Present 333

of the present writer) who was at that time Assistant’ Agent
sof that Company, warned that when the proposed extension
would be made it would divert the currents and silt the western
portion of the river and thus make it difficult for the steamers
to enter the port. The engineers agreed, but the work was
carried out and soon the results followed. Nevertheless, with
the subsequent improvements of the wharf, which now extends
to a considerable length on both the sides, the requirements
were met of the modern larger vessels calling at the port,
while the silting can be removed by the modern technical

methods of dredging.

Steamer Services

Next to the custom enclosure there was a dharamsala
for the passengers in transit to Bombay. In the decades which
preceded the World War II there were two steamer services
during the dry season from September 2 to May 30 between
Bombay and Panjim, calling at the intermediate ports of the
Coast of Konkan; one was run by the Bombay Steam Navi-
gation Company whose ships called at the port of Panjim
daily, and the other by the Indian Co-operative Society whose
boats plied twice a week. There was keen competition between
these two navigation companies, which was all to the advantage
of the public. In the early twenties their fares were Rs. 2-8as.
(Rs.2.50) for the lower deck; Rs.5-12as. {Rs.5.75) for the upper
deck, and Rs.13/- for cabin. The earlier steamers were com-
Paratively small but efficient in their service. Lllavat|,>Satya'-
vati, Jayanti, etc., of the B.S.N.Co. were followed by Dipavati,
Chandravati, Prabhavati, e€tC. and St. Francis Xavier and
St. Tucaram of the L.C.N.S. were succeeded by Boa Viagem
and Tilak. By an irony of fate, in course of tme the rivals -
St. Tucaram, Jayanti and M.V. Dipavati - were fated to end
their career going 0 the bottom. There a}so .appeared on
the scene somewhere in the thirties a third ngvngat}on compar?yl'-
the Ratnagar Navigation Company = with its ship 'Ratnagiri
calling at the port of Panjim on Thursdays-

The Bombay steamers used to arrive at Panjim egrly
in the morning and depart at 10.00 a.m. Their repeated'whlstlll-
ing cheered the city which eagerly responded 10 their call.
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Crowds of : "
Curios; 0 people of aj callings rushed to the port areadufm

osit v

the four ::Sr concern. Peripatetic business men bus.tledbr
hewsmen lmst of the POrt activity. Bankers, hawkerss drivef”
. ery-vendors, coolies, coach-men, taxi~ o1&

boatmen _

v @ty vied wy : : .
’ wit he!

and services. h one another in pushing t

only ngle‘ 2;51 part of the forenoon, however, was nof‘
spectacular, connt., POt activity. What followed was "0
cargo 3ndr' hConsnstmg 3s it did in unloading of the mar
share in mte € clearing of merchandise. Panjim bore
custom pr mport and export trade of the Territory: of
sugar Eleﬂnses were always full of heaps of bags © Cere
br0ug'htp bses and other commodities. Most of the 80045 w
parts of lnydi numerous country-crafts hailing from
one could sei af?d abroad. Ajmost every day in the dr)"sea
creek. Partj pets of vessels, big and small, crowding ful
icularly at night, the river presented 3 delig

spectacle - studded wi i ' gst
rippling waters of the \:il::rggiow‘“g lights sparkling amids

From the custom enclosure to the P.w.n

with

Beyond
: the Dharamsala, there stretched a park for

a beauytif

the publis.j }rahv(v?n and beds of garden plants with benche$ .

band played in :E Stood ‘also a bandstand where the mzhtae

of Adil Kha € evening once or twice a week. The palact
ns “a“kmg the fiver, commanded the Prc’Spec

of the panoram;
. IC bo ce
here wasrg"’ of Bardes. To patrol the pala

Proceed;
the office g;ngt a;OnlgNme edge of the bank, one came 3Cros:
the time of , coupl avegacao Fluvial' which consisted
The present Navi apt’e of rooms with 4 platform in betwee’™
of it were buyilt gation Office building and the park in froft
had attached to jy te forties. In those days the jett
often fastened 1o .y dU3r€ wooden floating dock which W&
Steam launches 1o carry motor vehicles

€1C. across the pjy
er.
Rs. 10, The tare for carrying a motor car ¥
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Further, in front of the Pensao imperial, there stood
two stables for victorias (horse carriages), and a little further
the Raparticao das Obras Publicas (P.W.D.) and its workshop
shed by the side of the river. The Post Office building which
Stands opposite the General Post Office sprang up somewhere
In the twenties; and the bust of Dr. Miguel Caitano Dias
was transferred from the Central in the thirties. In front
of the Navegacao Fluvial, the place now occupied by the
park was the motor-stand, and close by in the place now
Occupied by the oil pump there stood a wooden cabin, which
was then a barber's shop (Barbearia Central) and another
similar construction where a restaurant was run by one

Mr. Martins.

River Navigation Services

The river navigation services have always been most
important for the life of the city. Since its early days, the
Goa Government had held the river navigation under its own
control and carried out the transport service by employing
half-a-dozen steam-launches. It ran an hourly Panjim-Betim-
Verem launch service at moderate fares which in the early
twenties were 4-1/2 pies from Panjim to Betim and 6 pies
from Panjim to Verem. The floating dock used for carrying
motor vehicles was later in the thirties substituted by the
hull of the canhoneira SADO which was dismantied. The launch
service, however, could not cope with the volume of the
traffic, most of which was handled by private carriers at
more than double the fares. Exorbitant fares were often extor-
ted by the boatmen, especially from the passengers hurrying
to catch the Bombay steamers.

This state of things continued till the late thirties

when with the improved finances at his command, thanks
to the rigorous parsimony practised by his predecessors, Gover-
nor-Generali Joao Carlos Craveiro Lopes, who took charge
of the office in 1929, could apply his mind to the transport
problem. The popular idea at this time was to link all the
talukas with bridges, and accordingly tenders were m;llteq
for construction of bridges across the Mandovi, the Zluari
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bridge of Daman we The Borim bridge and the ill-f‘,w

and preparation (o, @ result of thie demand. But the proi”.

vere never proc O bridges across the Zuary and the
“ecded with. In ac tual fact t,‘)(‘r(‘ was a ﬂﬂ

ot suspen
s1on
which was eg‘l‘)rfn‘dze, submitted by Phatak & C(o. of
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light th
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’ o |
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and the Daman Ganga

it Anyhow, a way
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Inside the City
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:«;re S0me grain shops ;‘dc of the custom enclosure ther®
ide of the rjyver w Nongmg to Gujarats 4 since that
Place was called “a CuPled by oarboars and sails. €
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se was followed

its kind in Goa- house of a Luso~
: “which the

Guijaratis anc ¢ .
. puilding 1n W
vidigal: e the office

It was the first of
;n order by some shops of
ndian gentleman by name
gen"al Library is now
Ub-Divisional Magistrate,
till the thirties. Beyond th
?r?d behind it on the sout
o market there were many sh
fairthe wares were displayed in Op€
aCtivl'n the market on Wednesdaysy W
ciSeslty of the place. In the military quartgrs 1
Gener \;’e“‘, held together with horse training. The Quartei-
New G building was erected in the late twenties, and .the
in theumc.’p?‘ Market near the Hospital was built some time

thirties and the Praca do Comercio in the forties.

Quarters. In
¢ and most

o air. There was wgekly
hich added 10 the business
military exer-

”OF-GJ:falcagpa-‘ which, ] was told was planned by the Gover-
3 little: oo ngineer Joachim Machado, extended in 1920
the sie of)'on: the Central Jail which stood like a fort on
3 residentoa] the present Military Hospital. The Campal
area with dwellings built on the con:;ge gatt;is

esides
the .
asteyr Central Jail, the Central Hospital and the Institute

were
e old Mare the only Coverr1ment buildings in that area
and the stas rnity Hospnal came up in the !ate twentie;
ue of Francisco Luis Gomes was erected in 1932
*

()Ugh it .
s foundation stone was laid by the Governor-General

o

© -raveiro L i Y,
of this Goart gen?lf;s in 1929, the year of the birth centenary
T ! .
he second row of buildings along the Rua Afonso

unchanged but for the

d'Alp
Uquerque has rematned almost
laced the original

thre y
€ storeyed Casa Damodar (which has rep

One.
theStorgyEd structure) and the reconstruction of some
's in the fifties. Nor has there been change, east
with the exception of

an
d west, of the Municipal Garden,

th
€ present establishment of Velho & Fi east anc
€ corner house on the north-west which were rebuilt wi

m“ltiple storeys. Till the fifties the house of Carmo ev:j
the middle of the western row was the only two storey

bui ding in Panjim. And on the southern side of the N:Ltl?cigipgl
there stood the po

imposing i t
the old Municipal Corporation of the city, the celebra
€hado de Goa.

Filhos on the east and
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Further on, the Corte de Oiteiro and the Fr. Agnter:
Road (old Rua Almirante Reis) have remained almost use:
same. The Altinho was crowned with the lone Bishop's Ho]hi-
while a little below was the solitary stately edifice, Recodia
mento da N. Sra. da Serra, which 1s now houscs the All—l?ern
Radio and a Nursing Home. At the other end on ;he eashic
side the Lyceum was shifted to the three bu:ld',ngs wthe
came up some time in the thirties. The urbanization of jon
Altinho and the western part of the city and 1Its extenzes.
tull Mira-Mar are the achievements of the last four deca

Educational and Cultural Activities

. . evel
Panjim has always been an educational centre

since it was made the capital of the Territory. Desides tlz:
Medical School or College, which is the oldest institut e
of the kind in the whole of Asia, and the Pharmacy ;oU:es
which was ministered in it, the highest educational i”"“tuca.
tn the Territory were centred in Panjim. Though these eduhey
tional institutions were limited in number and grade, _t ing
excelled in the quality of education and efficiency of train

and served the tumes well. There were the Liceu Ce_nt.rao'
the Escola Normal, the Escola Nacional do Sexo Ff‘m'nmia’
the Instituto Commercial, the Escola Tecnica and the /\Cademt
de Musica, which trained large number of students of b.ges
the sexes hailing from different parts of the Territory. Bes!

jvaté
the Government educational Institutions, there were also pr(;ents
schools and tutorial Institutes which coached the stu
in Lyceum courses.
mes
The Portuguese educational system and program

differed in some aspects from those of British India. Unl!:‘;
in the rest of India where the syllabuses of English educat:

were adapted with dye modifications to the need of the IN m
students, the Portuguese adopted in this Territory the s he
educat?m‘al Programmes and methods as in Europe. 50 trn
education in this Territory was entirely on Western pattees
which, though it had its inconvenience, also had its advanta

n shapnnig the Goan personality by lending 1t a Western anf
cosmopolitan character. The student life had a charm ':g
its own. There was an academic and democratic spirit prevail d

among the students ang t inline
liberty going hand in hand. he professors with discip
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owing demand for
the establishment
and Progress High
educational avenue,
tiplication of several

‘Englisr}ater on in the thirties with the gr
of Hj h?ducation in this Territory and
Choolg Schools - People's High School
and sti|) to meet it, there opened another
Colle ill later after the liberation the multip|

ges raised the educational status of the city.

and OSide by side with educational work, these educational
eve| ther institutions were instrumental In raising the cultural
were of the Territory- Conferences, consorts and lectures
their the order of the day, promoted by them and held In
ra premises. The Instituto Vasco da Gama, nNOwW Menezes
hbrganza is a century old cultural institution: having its own
andary and journal and holding occasionally cultural conferences
of lectures. 1t was reorgamzed In 1929 by the then President
the the Institute, the Hon'ble Antonio Floriano de Noronha,
u Chief Justice. Besides, the press greatly helped in keeping

the cultural tone of the town. The local journals and maga-

2
ines engaged the attention of the readers with interesting
and comments

t .
opics. They were not only vehicles of news
vided the forum

and mature opinion of elders, but they also pro _
In particular the leading

;Or the youth for cuitural exercise. :
Na'.l‘es of Panjim - "O Heraldo"s wHeraldo" and "Diario da
oite" - added to the zest of the city life, rousing the literary,

f the people and

EUlturaly scientific and political interest ol 1 :
eeping alive the {lame of intellectual activity whlle spICy
Polemics on various tOpICS, which was characteristic of Goan

Journajism I the earhier 4ayss sharpened the mind. It was
indeed in the twenties and thirties (republican era) that the
Goan Press, most active and full of zest, genumely expressed

the public sentiment.

Further, which are devices to gauge and
encourage the progress in a particular branch of human activity,
were not infrequent in Panjim, the throbbing heart of the
cultural activities of the Territory. Exhibitions of various
kinds always figured in the programmes of the town and were
organized from time to time by the Government and semi-
Government institutions. And it was significant that more
often than not the ex’hibitior'\vs of different things, both natural

held in Panjim, revealed a high standard of

and artificial 4
proficiency in art and the quality of the patural products.

exhibitions,
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:/j‘g:t ':\;lec\;nqrabie of these exhibitions was the Industrial Exhibi~
o e in 1922 in the building now occupied by judicial
that ;h was most skilfully organized and displayed the best

e Territory's Nature, Art and Genius had produced'

Amenities

four hlgze;?emtwimles and thirties there were only three Of
the. Hore Cemt !e city, of which only the Hotel Aliado and
day. The Hot rla R(Mesqu”a) have come down to the present
ample accom el Republica and the Hotel Central supplied
was sltua't‘ed TOdahtjon and were most popular. The formef
run by Salvado? [; e west of the Fazenda (freasury) and was
ing as well, Ih ebelo. Later it occupied the adjoining huild-
Mesquita W‘as he Hotel Central, commonly known as Hoté
House on the Westuse}s in the building next to the CustoM
at Campal where thun by Teodoro Mesquita, it had a branch
there were nns o € Paying guests were lodged. Besides,
AR r rest-houses (pousadas), such as those of
Meneze; and Nofx SAI:?ZS;IEIOtg:: :;\deee(){ Drogaria Cosme Maties
House. The pousada of Felicio a1w§$tterrn side of the Custof
the : , ’ e Hotel Nacional of
knowur?pzrs S’I‘gltlg;o‘Wthh was run by one Mr. Noronha, comimonly
from Bombay by S;Hpr:ostly catered 10 the passengers coming

Th
were thec Sia“lgzt ogoimir wine shops and bars of those days
& Fithos, which Werz iy the Casa Uniao, Jose Cactano Jorge
the Custom House; M “In @ row of buildings beginning with
the Rua Afonso ~d’ATt;tor Peres and Lourenco Caetano along
Cia., and lJasso on th uquerque; .Ve)ho & Filhos, Coelho &
‘ € eastern side of the Municipal Gardens

Damaceno

- at the Rua 3§ de 3 .

~ Janeiro; ¢ . - .

des at the place where it stands tori’;\s:‘ndd Pento Miguel Fernans
ay.

The Juxury )
nandes, now Ocrc)up?:;;pg "ththal time were of Christovam Fer-
Gonsalves Potyot, no ¥ the shop of Gurudas Timble; Armazem
the Rua Afonso d"Alb:‘ succeeded by Elgy gpqumr; boxh‘ at
de Melo abreast of 3:‘:{:2“? agFfthAgamél C;anj) ;m‘d Cugenio
Garden. The book-sellers were IC(:SaOpfS:g?r;:e I\ﬁumfchapra;

-Francesa whe
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nental along the Rua Afonso d'Albuguerque;

is now Agencia Conti :
and Livraria Altino Coelho,

Livraria Academica, Arthur Viegas,
Opposite the Municipal Garden.

hotels, bars and Khannavolis and cold drink
staljls were the only caterers to the visitors to the city and
the thirsty and weary city-dwellers during the outdoor life.
There weore ho cafes or tea-shops in Goa in those days. It
was somewhere in 1931 that the Cafe Central was opened
by the Ga:tonde brothers at the corner of the present Jesuit
House, opposite the Municipal Garden. It was perhaps the
first establishment of the kind in Goa, which added a new
gastronomic taste and habit of calling at the cafes and tea-

shops; now, the commaon rendezvous.

indeed,

O ~ourse in those days the life in the town was not
o comfortan.~ as it is now. The roads were not tarred and
hough they wert watercd wwice a day by cart-barrel tankers,
the gust of wind, she trotung of the hoofs of victoria-horses
and the exhausts of the otor-vehicles raised clouds of dust
satlining  the walls of e b.ildings and often blinding the
pedestrians. Yet, the veiocles, particularly  the victorias,
which abounded in the city., wcre posh and showed SUrprising
decency., The carriages were tidv and cotforiable and the
horses well-groomcd.' In fact, in inose days | w=3s surprised
10 note that the tidyness and luxury of Paniim victorias con-
trasted with the unkempt horse-carriages of Bombav.

however, there were 1ew

As to the motor vehioles,
The first motor-car was

N the first decades of this century.
reported 1o have bheen fmported for the partriarch in 1909.
The  Gavernor-General  was  provided with a spacious blue
FIAT hooded touring car and & greay CHANDLER. Besides,
1 Obras Pablicas (P.W.DJ had an QOVERLAND
Car. and  there were  about  half-a-dozen private cars, and
about 30 raxis and buses in tho 1owD. 11 was also then that
the "Comssao de  Melhoramentos  de Mormugao" (Mormugao
was establisned anad provided with a number
cervice. Ford and Chevrolet
cars in Goa, and their prices
Rs. 3,500, Citroien, Whippet,

Nothe taentics

hh["‘(\\‘t‘nmm Trust)
of cars and buses for public
were the common  brands of

varicd between  Rs. 2,400 and
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Fiat, Studebaker and a host of other brands soon appeared
on the roads. The total number of motor vehictes registere
l{\”Goa was in 1921 below 1003 in 1924 about 300, and
&, 0. 1pko, Most of the cars were bought secand hand f(om
ombay and paid a fixed import dury of Rs.223  per vehicle

grespgctive of their value including even brand new ones:
ceasional motorcades delighted the city!
There was in the early days an interesting vehicle borne

by four sturdy men - the machila - which was used by somé
well-to-do folks of those times. With the gradual rise in the
numper of motor vehicies, the buljock-coach and the horse”
vitioriz were no longer to be seen on the roads in the forties:
During the early years there were no such amenities Of lie
as we enjoy today, but people were accustomed to theif way
of life and had little to grudge it. Their needs were providen
tially met while they lived s natural life. \

Drawbacks

h Electricity and Water SUPpiy: These two (:oummdiﬁes
ave ever been scarce and unsatisfactory in the town. Never”
theless, already in the early twenties there was a powef,muse
a; Baca de Vaca lighting the streets and business hous€s
z‘mg"e fwon. But for some reason or other that power-housés
keréskn:GSixrijn by a Parsi firm, was soon closed, and agaif
Later on ho;;nps and petromaxes began to light the sireets:
the Auténomouvers' in the thirties the Government established
city has been 1§t ?r;zCes of Electricity and ever since the
has ever been la ‘;:Lm:ri:c;:fc light. So atso the water suppty
the two fountains ~ Fante PhOenymgix s:i:;“g?;;xtm E::: ec;i:);la?:iyf
grc‘)?:of?j‘: ch'de{.ive wells, such as, the Pocoede Mzcadao, the
al the city. g:;idter;e s\oco do Bispo, were the water sources

1 The City got the supply of water fro®®

Banguinim, which was carri
o the city. ried by boats and supplied by carts

Till lately sanitation }
o] he
1, e X33 IS By i, “mice S T, s
2] of proper drainage and sanitary arrange . Due
toes thrived in the city. In the early twsmigesm:;:gs,, mc;sqg:e
e or twi
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bubonic plague threatened the town. Dead mice were being
found here and there and they were suspected to be pestilent.
In the absence of sewarage system the ‘latas petroleiras’
(refuse tins) polluted the atmosphere with foul smells. It
was only in the foties that the Governor-General Jose Cabral
took the initiative of introducing the sewarage system in

the city.
Life in the city

According to the census of that time the population
of Panjim was 24,000, consisting of Indians, ‘descendentes’
{Luso-Indians) and Europeans. Most of the people lived in
the wards of Fountainhas (Molio) and Boca de Vaca. All the
area behind the Central Hospital till the fountain Boca de
Vaca was a rural area covered with palm-groves and hamlets.
Though the World War I had just ended in 1918, life was
not so expensive as it is today. Almost everything was available
at comparatively moderate rates and people seemed 10 live
a reasanably contented life. Whether rich or poor, the citizens
of Goa presented a decent appearance and were contented,
enjoying life in their own way. Everyone was Conscious of
his position in society and behaved decently and becomingly.
While those who were fairly favoured by fortune could afford
to enjoy better amenities, others were not lacking in spirit
of life, and all were seen adding to the animation of the
city. Particularly in the evenings, it was a pleasure 10 see
everybody outdoors strolling about, riding bicycles, driving
in open-hooded touring cars and victorias, or relaxing in public
gardens. Once or twice a week the military band played at
the bandstand of the Municipal Garden or at the one which
formerly stood near the Palace of Adil Khan. Also, every
Sunday and Government holidays at & o'clock in the morning
and 6.00 p.m. the military police regiments marched with
their band to and fro the Pajace of Adil Khan to hoist and

lower the Portuguese Republican tlag.

Though in those days the Territory was under foreign
rule people enjoyed ample freedom and were conscious of
their moral and civic rights and responsibilities. It will be
interesting to note that w the ecarly iwenues there were
in Panjim besides the High Court and the Adrmunistrative
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Tribunal .

tw i

» two Judicial courts - one civil and other Cfimma‘.'
it

with  wides

3 few Year:, :Cfemﬁe-‘e'?ce and jurisdiction. But so0N:

cient work, whichmr}:‘mal court was closed for want O °"

C}denCe of crime showed a considerable dechine 10 the 7

situation in the T at that time, in contrast with the P‘eser?t
ercitory where courts of all knds are multt”

plying in a}
_almost every 1t
the ever-increasing volyumgzix;awzss yet they cannot COP€ w

Indeed
y those were the days when real democracy pre”

i Go
responsibihtie': :23 :?verygne was conscious of his rights
Cracy which would \ved 10 an orderly and disciplined
insecurity which hogéhame the modern mobocracy ar
an atmosphere of s life in tragic suspense. On the whol€:
in the territory Ti;faCe and reasonable contentment reigh®
unwelcome frict{ons ¢ pace of life was slow but free
speaking, the Telatz:;iidlggt:,o disturbance of peace. Gene(&lli
een the upper classes 4P

humbler one:
5 were not
o ~ tar ; ,
good feeling and understanding ibr:tf:‘ves:x?é cordialy there
em.

vailed

were

Panjim h

as
aspects in the Ias;nade Jtive
east 1o west and fro
and acquired the fea

X . Siderab{e pro, ress in Several
mSlf,g;f,”e years. It hasg expanded from
Ho : tures of 10 south 1o a considerable ex_ie”t
Wever, its modern f a modern city with huge build!ﬂss'
original pattern of tharcmltecwre is not in keepin with
panoramic siopes on born o) 3nd the natural sgttign of the
though the city has )Oth the sides of the river. N vgrtheiess’
acquired new ones ost some of its old er. Ne . v
gradual growth re as it caters to the good vaiues‘f Vs
possibilities of i}r)rl\‘esented the balanc new needs of It fe‘cial
finance was available somue . When e of needs and final
ment. The stages € something was devef a need arose 8"
the Occurrencegi of the growh one in the way of imprq\'e'
ot needs and Concurrgicthe city coincided wit
e of funds.

In the |

. ast forty-fi

city has been th y-

. e result th

and private enterprises of the Goveme development of th

Casa, de Misericordia 4 There was a"‘e,"t, semi-Government

houses in the town and a?s Goa undertool:lme when the S37

for building houses in Q.oo"S loans to the construction 9
private entrepreneur?

Goa
« Later
on  Government starté
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DOCMET, and subse-

institution
After the

raising buidings through its _
de Comercio Externo.

rquently through the Junta ' ' ot
e of population and business activity

/

|iberation the rapid increas pul : :
in the city called for massive building enierprises with abun-

dance of capitals from various sources, private and public.

And now the bridge across the River Mandovi at the easiern
rated on the 14th November,

end of the city {which was inaugu
its collapse of 5-7-1986) has

1970. and 1s being repuilt after :
opened the prospects of the expansion of the city towards
the cast, and is it nof predictable that the fields around and

beyond the new bus-stand will be covered with sky scrapers

in the next sixty-siX years?

Robert de Souza

It 15 regretted that Mr. A.7. Ranadive's jearned review
Jinnah, the Muslim lLeague and the

Demand for Pakistan by Aveshah Jalal should have appeared
in our last issue (India Past and Present, Vol No.! {lupe

1986}, pp. 144-152) without the imprint.
W apologise 10 the publishers for the omission and supply
the detals:

Place of Publication: Cambridge,
Pubhishers: Cambridge yniversity Press

NOTE:
of The Sole Spokesman,

(Distributed by Orient
Longmans Ltd.)
1985, pp. 310, Price: Rs.150.

P R

Date of Publication:
MMNM
»i The Sate Spokesman @ Jinnah, the
Demand for Pakistan by Ayesha Jalal
: Agricuiture and Agrarian

Special Indsan editions
Muslim League and the
and Peasants and ymperial Rule
Society in the Bombay Presidency 1850-1935 by Neil Charies-
worth, reviewed oD Ppages 144 and 156 respecuvely 10 India
Past and Present, VollllL No.l 1986 have been publisned n
India by Orient Longman Ltd. The special Ingian edition

is priced at Rs.150/~ each.
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INTER OCIANIC PLASTIC CORPORATION

Industrial Hoyse
Paradise Lane, Mahim
Bombay 400 016

Phones: 457379 / 468978 / 468981

— -

Manufacturers and Exporters

PVC FABRICATED GOODS  SEQUINS

E
SEQUIN DRESgiEBSROIDERED FLOWERS

READYMADE GARW

New
from
Oxford

A,
10¢

University
Press

The Crisis of Empire in Mughal
North India

Awadh and the Punjab 1707-1748
MUZAFFAR ALAM

This study, while examining two major and contrasting
cegiaas of north India. makes the point that the penod
1707-1748 saw the emergence of a new order withiocal and
regional idioms, even though echoes from the imperia)
period continued to be heard. Drawing extensively on
eighteenth-century Persian sources, the book focuses on
the interplay of the forces of imperial coliapse with the
processes of regional restructuring in Awagh and the
Punjab. The author analyses the workings of the jagirdari
system and the natute of zamindar uprisings. and the
problems they posed to imperial power in and around these
regions. Rs 17§

The Moral and Political Writings of
Mahatma Gandhi

Volume H: Truth and Non-Violence
Edited by RAGHAVAN IYER

Gandhi's books are few and inconclusive, but throughout
his lite he wrote innumerable articles, and maintained an
enormous correspondence, with the result that his Collected
Works, on which work began at the time of his death,
eventually ran to ninety volumes.

Since the 1950s Professor lyer has urged the need for a
volume or volumes of Gandhi’'s seminal wrntings in a
coherent and compact form. The Collected Works wilt
primarily serve an archival function. Much that is of the
highest quality is fost in @ morass of ephemeral jottings.,
Professoriyerissatisfied that the most important iterms will
be accommodated in three volumes, of which this is the
second. Rs 225

Already published: VYalume 1 Rs 200

Oxford University Papers on India
Volume 1, Part 1
Edited by N.J. ALLEN & Others

This volume is the firstin a serces devoted to Indian studies
at the Umiversity of Oxford. The papers presented here
pertain manly to Indology and have grown either out of
.esearch pursued at Oxtord or from papersread atseminars
andconferences spansored by the Centre for Indian Studies.
Oxfotd, and the different faculties of the University

The sixessays which make up this volume cover awide ares
of inchan tistory and cuftarte, ranging from the study of
classical fexts and fegends 10 the understancing of 8
complex tribal system, lingwishcally dehmited. Rs 110
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Later on in the thirties with the growing demand for
the establishment
oA High Schools - People's High School and Progress High
School” - to meet it, there opened another educational avenue,
and stil] later after the liberation the multiplication of several

Colleges raised the educational status of the city.

Side by side with educational work, these educational
and other institutions were instrumental in raising the cultural
leve| of the Territory. Conferences, consorts and lecturgs
“ere the order of the day, promoted by them and held in

€ir premises. The Instituto Vasco da Gama, now Menezes
B,raganza is a century oild cultural institution, having its own
hbra")' and journal and holding occasionally cultural conferences
and lectyres. It was reorganized in 1929 by the then President
°f the Institute, the Hon'ble Antonio Floriano de Noronha,
the Chief Justice. Besides, the press greatly helped in keeping
YP the cuitural tone of the town. The local journals and maga-
Zines engaged the attention of the readers with interesting
topics, They were not only vehicles of news and comments
3nd mature opinion of elders, but they also provided the forum
for the youth for cultural exercise. In particular the Igadmg
dailies of Panjim - "O Heraldo", "Heraldo" and "Diario da
Noite" _ added to the zest of the city life, rousing the literary,
Cultyral, scientific and political interest of the pepple and
keeping alive the flame of intellectual actvity while spicy
Polemics on various topics, which was characteristic of Goan
lournalism in the earlier days, sharpened the mind. It was
‘Indeed in the twenties and thirties (republican era) that the

oan Press, most active and full of zest, genuinely expressed

the public sentiment.

Further, exhibitions, which are devices to gauge and
€Ncourage the progress in a pgrtxcular branch Qf human activity,
Were not infrequent in Panjim, the thropb{ng heart of the
Cultural activities of the Territory. Exhibitions of various
kinds always figured in the programmes of the town and were
Organized from time to time by the Government and semi-
Overnment institutions. And it was significant that more
often than not the exhibitions of different things, both natural
and‘artificial, held in Panjim, revealed a high standard of
prohCiency in art and the quality of the natwral products.
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Most memorable
tion held ip
courts,
that

1923f these exhibitions was the Industrial Ethi’
It was mostm the building now occupied by JU icial
skilfully organized and displayed the best

the Ter' )
ritory's Nature, Art and Genius had produce.

Amenities

or

In the 1t .
we -
nties and thirties there were only thré€ f
an

tour hotels | i
the Hote! Scler:mthf City, of which only the Hotel Aliado
day. The Hotelal R(Mesq_“lta) have come down to the Presel
ample accommodat_epum'Ca and the Hotel Central SUPP“ed
was situated to thxon and were most popular. The forme!
run by Salvador Re; )we“ of the Fazenda (Treasury) and wés
ing as welf. The He ©. Later it occupied the adjoining bulld]
Mesquita, was ho otel Central, commonly known as Hote!
House on the westuseRd N the building nexy‘ to the Custol
at Campal where | thun by Teodoro Mesquita, it had 8 branc?
€ paying guests wereylodged-

there wer

. € inns o
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Rua Afonso d'Albugquerque;

Is now Agencia Continental along the : 4
and Livraria Altino Coelho,

tivrar_ia Academica, Arthur Viegas,
Pposite the Municipal Garden.

and Khannavolis and cold drink
o the visitors to the city and
llers during the outdoor life.
in Goa in those days. It
Cafe Central was opened

stall indeed, hotels, bars
th S were the only caterers 1
€ thirsty and weary city-dwe
here wore no cafes or tea-shops

LVaS somewhere in 1931 that the :
Y the Ga.ronde brothers at the corner of the present Jesuit

H,O“SQ» opposite the Municipal Garden. It was perhaps the
first estaptiahment of the kind in Goa, which added a new
gastronomic taste and habit of calling at the cafes and tea-
shops; now, the common rendezvous.

Oy -ourse in those days the life in the town was not

S0 comfortap.~ as it is now. The roads were not tarred and
though they were vatered twice a day by cart-barrel tankers,
the gust of wind, the frotung of the hoofs of victoria-horses
a”_d the exhausts of the .motor-vehicles raised clouds of dust
Soilining the walls of the burldings and often blinding the
pedestirians. Yet, the vehicles, particularly the victorias,
which abounded in the city, were posh and showed surprising
decency, The carriages were tidy and comnfnrisble and the
horses well-groomed. In fact, in inose days I w3s surprised
10 note that the tidyness and luxury of Panjim victorias con-
trasted with the unkempt horse-carriages of Bombay.

however, there were Iew

As to the motor vehicles, :
The first motor-car was

N the f{irst decades of this century. ‘ »
reporied 1o have been imported for the Partriarch in 1909.
he  Governor-General  was provided with a spacious blue
FIAT hooded touring car and o greay CHANDLER. Besides,
N the uentes the Obras Publicas (P.W.D.) had an OVERLAND
Car, and there were about half-a-dozen private cars, and
abont 39 (uxis and buses in the 1OWN. 1t was aiso then that
Melhoramentos de Mormugao” (Mormugao
ablisncd and provided with a number
service. Ford and Chevrolet
cars in Goa, and their prices
Rs. 3,500. Citroien, Whippet,

the "Comissao  de
Improvement Trust) wis est
of cars and buses for public
\\:,:rr'e the common brands of

ied between  Rs. 2,400 and



India Past and Present

on the roads. d a host of other brands soon appeafed

. T

in Goa was in h1‘392{10tal number of motor vehicles registere

1930, 1040, Most o CSiOW 1005 in 1924 about 300, and in

Bombay and paid iy f»the cars were bought second hand from

irrespective of thiirlxve:l import duty of Rs.223 per vehicle
; ue ' )

Occasional motorcades delightégci::lzgny.even brand new o€

There ;
by four Stur(\i:’asm;nn the early days an interesting vehicle borne
well-to-do folks of - the maChlla - which was used by some
number of motor those times. With the gradual rise in the
victoria were no | vehicles, the bullock-coach and the hOre"
During the ear} onger to be seen on the roads in the forties-
as we enjoy tody years there were no such amenities Of life
ay, but people were accustomed to their ¥

of life and .
tially met wfgﬁd little 1o grudge it. Their needs were providen”
le they lived a natural life )

Drawbacks

pply:  These two commoditi€s

N scarce .
theless, already in and unsatisfactory in the town:

t :
at Boca de Vaca r;? :arly twenties there was a power
ENUNE  the streets and business

and was soon closeds

in ?etmmaxes began to light thé str hed

; éerv the thirties the Government est

City has been |j v 'ces of Electricity and ever *

with ele(;tric (1ght, So also the wateé days

problem defying solution. In the ear )\l/aca'

five . l’:ome Phoenix and Fonte Boca

pmo de Pade W(’.,S, such as, the Poco de andao.

of the city é’:;idfho Poco do Bispo, were the watel f;ourom

S1des, the ity got the supply of waleh s

Banguinim
v Which w .
to the city, Was carned by boats and supplie

Till latel , the

city which Wasy n:?mt‘mon left much to be desired . pue

to want of proper d:“ed by mosquitoes, mice and T squt”

toes thrived in th dinage and sanitary arrangement>! = wict
the city. In the carly twenties ONc® or

in
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ed the town. Dead mice were being
found here and there and they were suspected to be pestilent.
In the absence of sewarage system the ‘latas petroleiras’
(refuse tins) polluted the atmosphere with foul smells. It
was only in the foties that the Governor-General Jose Cabral

took the initiative of introducing the sewarage system in
the city.

bubonic plague threaten

Life in the city

According to the census of that time the population
of Panjim was 24,000, consisting of Indians, 'descendentes'
(Luso-indians) and Europeans. Most of the people lived in
the wards of Fountainhas (Mollo) and Boca de Vaca. All the
area behind the Central Hospital till the fountain Boca de
Vaca was a rural area covered with palm-groves and hamlets.
Though the World War I had just ended in 1918, life was
not so expensive as it is today. Almost everything was available
at comparatively moderate rates and people seemed to live
a reasonably contented life. Whether rich or poor, the citizens
of Goa presented a decent appearance and were contented,
enjoying life in their own way. Everyone was CONSCiOUS of
his position in society and behaved decently and becomingly.
irly favoured by fortune could afford

While those who were fai couls or
to enjoy better amenities, others were not lacking in spirit

of life, and all were seen adding 10 the animation of the
city. Particularly in the evenings, it was a pleasure to see
everybody outdoors strolling about, riding bicycles, driving
in open-hooded touring cars and victorias, or relaxing in public
gardens. Once or twice a week the military band played at
the bandstand of the Municipal Garden or at the one which
formerly stood near the Palace of Adil Khan. Also, every
Sunday and Government holidays at 8 o'clock in the morning
and 6.00 p.m. the military police regiments marched with
their band to and fro the Palace of Adil Khan to hoist and

lower the Portuguese Republican flag.

Though in those days the Territory was under foreign
r“'? people enjoyed ample freedom and were conscious of
their moral and civic rights and responsibilities. 1t will be
INteresting to note that in the early 1iwenties there were
In Panjim besides the High Court and the Administrative
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Tribunal, two judicial courts - one civil and other criminal -

with widest competence and jurisdiction. But soon,

within

a few years, the criminal court was closed for want of suffi-
clent work, which showed a considerable decline in the 1N”
cidence of crime at that time, in contrast with the present
situation in the Territory where courts of all kinds are mul.tl'
Plying in almost every taluka and yet they cannot cope with
the ever-increasing volume of work.

though the city has lost some of its old good values it has

_ Indeed, those were the days when real democracy pre-
vailed in Goa and everyone was conscious of his rights an
responsibilities and lived in an orderly and disciplined demo-
cracy which would shame the moderh mobocracy and social
insecurity which holds life in tragic suspense. On the whole,
an atmosphere of peace and reasonable contentment reigne
in the territory. The pace of life was slow but free from
unwelpome frictions leading to disturbance of peace. Generally
speaking, the relations between the upper classes and the
humbler ones were not far from being cordial; there were
good feeling and understanding between them. ’

Panjim has made a considerable progress in several
aspects in the last sixty-five years. It has expanded from
east to west and from north to south to a considerable extent
and acquired the features of a modern city with huge buildings-
qugver, Its modern architecture is not in keeping with the
original pattern of the city and the natural setting of the
panoramic slopes on both the sides of the river. Nevertheless,

acquired new ones as it caters to the new needs of life. Its
gradual growth represented the balance of needs and financial
Whenever a need arose and

possibilities of improvement.
finance was available something was done in the way of improve-

The stages of the growth of the city coincided with
currence of needs and concurrence of funds.

ment.
the oc

houses in the town and also

for

‘ In the last forty-five years the development of the
city ha; been the result of the Government, semi-Government
and private enterprises. There was a time when the Santa
Casa de Misericordia de Goa undertook the construction of

building houses

in Goa.

Later

gave loans to private entrepreneurs

on Government started

I
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raising buildings through its institution DOCMET, and subse-
quently through the Junta de Comercio Externo. After the
Liberation the rapid increase of population and business activity
in the city called for massive building enterprises with abun-
dance of capitals from various sources, private and public.
And now the bridge across the River Mandovi at the eastern
end of the city (which was inaugurated on the l4th November,
1970, and is being rebuilt after its collapse on 5-7-1986} has
opened the prospects of the expansion of the city towards
the east, and is it not predictable that the fields around and
beyond the new bus-stand will be covered with sky scrapers

in the next sixty-six years?

Robert de Souza

NOTE: It s regretted that Mr. B.T. Ranadive's learned review
of The Sole Spokesman, Jinnah, the Muslim League and the
Demand for Pakistan by Ayeshah Jalal should have appeared
In our last issue (India Past and Present, Vol.lll, No.] {June
1986], pp. 144-152) without the imprint.

We apologise to the .publishers for the omission and supply
the details: .
Place of Publication: Cambridge,

Publishers: Cambridge University Press (Distributed by Orient
Longmans Ltd.)

Date of Publication: 1985, pp. 310, Price: Rs.150.

Special Indian editions of The Sole Spokesman : Jinnah, the
Muslim League and the Demand tor Pakistan by Ayesha Jalal
and Peasants and Imperial Rule : Agriculture and Agrarian
Society in the Bombay Presidency 1850-1935 by Neil Charles-
worth, reviewed on pages 144 and 156 respectively in India
Past and Present, Vol.lll, No.l 1986 have been published 1n
India by Orient Longman Ltd. The special Indian edition

Is priced at Rs.] 50/~ each.
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Further on, the Corte de Oiteiro and the Flrr;\ost the
Road (old Rua Almirante Reis) have remained a rs HoUSE’
same. The Altinho was crowned with the lone B'S_hc’p R
while a little below was the solitary stately edmctey Al
mente da N. Sra. da Serra, which is now houses e easter
Radio and a Nursing Home. At the other end Of_‘]d_n s which
side the Lyceum was shifted to the three bui l’oﬁ of the
came up some time in the thirties. The urbanizats extension
Altinho and the western part of the city and its Jecades:
till Mira-Mar are the achievements of the last four

Educational and Cultural Activities

evel
Panjim has always been an educational Cen‘rjes the
since it was made the capital of the Territory. B?Sltituﬁon
Medical School or College, which is the oldest ins ours
of the kind in the whole of Asia, and the Pharmacy Litutes
which was ministered in it, the highest educational NS Jucd
in the Territory were centred in Panjim. Though these € hey
tional institutions were limited in number and gfade’ammg
excelled in the quality of education and efficiency of tf ~trab
and served the times well. There were the Liceu Ce'ninos
the Escola Normal, the Escola Nacional do Sexo Femciemia
the Instituto Commercial, the Escola Tecnica and the AC? both
de Musica, which trained large number of students ogesides
the sexes hailing from different parts of the Territory. ivate
the Government educational Institutions, there were also pr

Snationd ) dent®
schools and tutorial mnstitutes which coached the stu
in Lyceum courses.

-

The Portuguese educational
differed in some aspects from thos
in the rest of India where the

es
system and pr.ogramfl?ke
e of British India. UD

. jon
syllabuses of English edUCa(;ign
were adapted with due modifications to the need of the In

: . e
students, the Portuguese adopted in this Territory the sam

i e
educational programmes and methods as in Europe. 50 th
education in this Territory was

entirely on Western patter?
which, though it had its inconvenience, ajsq had its advantages$
in shaping the Goan personality by lending it a Western anf
cosmopolitan character. The Student Jife had a charm o
its own. There was an academic ang dem i
among the students and the professg,
liberty going hand in hand.

Agned
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Later on in the thirties with the growing demand for
English education in this Territory and the establishment
of High Schools - People's High School and Progress High
chool - to meet it, there opened another educational avenue,

and still later after the liberation the multiplication of several
Colleges raised the educational status of the city,

Side by side with educational work,
and o

these educational
ther institutions were instrument

al in raising the cujturaj
evel of the Territory. Conferences, consorts and lectures
Were the order of the day, promoted by them und held in
their premises.

The Instituto Vasco da Gama,
BTaganza 15 a century old cultural institution, having 1ts own
Brary ang journal and holding occasionally cultural conferences

and lectures. It was reorgamzed in 1929 by the then President

the Institute, the Hon'ble Antonto Floriano de Noronha,

the Chief Justice. Besides, the press greatly helped in keeping

Up the cultural tone of the town. The local journals and maga-

:-é“ﬁ_‘s engaged the attention of the readers with interesting

’an[c)jlcr:a They were not only vehicles of news and comments

; ture opinion of elders, but they also provided the forum
o the youth for cultural

now Menezes

dailje €xercise. In particular the leading

! .5: of Panjim - "Q Heraldo", "Heraldo" and "Diario da
(Zollte - added to the zest of the city life, rousing the literary,
“tU_fal, scientific and political interest of the people and
eerg alive the {lame of Intellectual activity  while SPICY
Polemcs on various topics, which was characteristic of Goan
Journajism i the earhier days, sharpened the mnd. It was
"deed | the twenties and thirties (republican era) that the
thoan Press, most ac

tve and full of zest, genuinely expressed
€ public sentiment.

Further, exhibitions, which are devices

10 pauge and
Q”COUrage the progress in a particular branch of human actvity,
Were nNot infrequent in Panjim, the throbbing heart of the
Cultyray activities of the Territory. Exhibitions of various
inds always figured in the programmes of the town and were
Organized from time to time by the Government and semn-
Overnment

institutions. And it was
ot the exhibitions of diffe
al, held
in art a

Often thap n
3 artific
prOhCiEncy

significant  that more

rent things, both natural
in Panjim, revealed a high standard of
nd the quality of the natural products.
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INTER OCIANIC PLASTIC CORPORATION

lnqustrial House
Paradise Lane, Mahim
Bombay 400 016

Phones: 457329 / 468978 / 468981

/

Manufacturers and Exporters
PVC FABRICATED GOODS SEQUINS

EMBROIDERED FLOWERS
SEQUIN DRESSES READYMADE GARMENTS €t

New
from
Oxford

A,
10¢
~

oxford
University
Press

The Crisis of Empire in Mughal
North India

Awadh and the Punjab 1707-1748
MUZAFFAR ALAM

This study, while examining two major and contrasting
regions of north india, makes the point that the period
1707-1748 saw the emergence of a new order with local and
regional idioms, even though echoes from the imperial
period continued to be heard. Drawing extensively on
eighteenth-century Persian sources. the book focuses on
the interplay of the forces of imperial collapse with the
processes of regional restructuring in Awadh and the
Punjab. The author analyses the workings ot the jagirdari
system and the nature of zamindar uprisings, and the
problems they posed toimperial power in and around these
regions. Rs 175

The Moral and Political Writings of
Mahatma Gandhi

Volume Il Truth and Non-Violence
Edited by RAGHAVAN IYER

Gandhi’s books are few and inconclusive, tut throughout
his life he wrote innumerable articles, and maintained an
enormous correspondence, with the result that his Collected
Works, on which work began at the time of his death,
eventually ran to ninety volumes.

Since the 1950s Professor lyer has urged the need for a
volume or volumes of Gandhi’s seminal writings in a
coherent and compact form. The Collected Works will
primarily serve an archiva! function. Much that is of the
highest quality is Jost in 8 morass of ephemeral jottings.
Professor lyer is satisfied that the most important items will
be accommodated in three volumes, of which this is the
second. As 225

Already published: Volume 1 Ris 200

Oxford University Papers on india
Volume 1, Part 1
Edited by N.J. ALLEN & Others

This volume is the firstin a series devoted 10 Indian studies
at the University of Oxford. The papers presented here
pertain mainly to Indology and have grown either out of
.esearch pursued at Oxtord o from papers read at seminars
and conferences sponsored by the Centre forIndian Studies,
Oxford, and the ditferent facuities of the University.

The six essays which make up this volume cover awide area
of Indian history and cultire, rang:ing from the study of
classical texts and legends to the understanaing ofa
complex tribal system, linguistically delimitec. Rs 110
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