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THE WONDER THAT WAS A. L. BASHAM

WITH the death in Calcutta in January 1986 of Professor
A. L. Basham, the world of Indology has lost a giant and
the people of India a great and dear friend.

Students travelled from all over the world to study
under him. He was the single most important teacher for
understanding India for two generations and that impact will
be felt for many more years. His contribution to Indology
was enormous in many fields. He guided more Ph.D. students
in Indian studies than any other scholar of his day. Well over
a hundred theses on ancient Indian history, politics, archaeo-
logy, religion and culture were produced under his supervision.
His book, "The Wonder that Was India", was the standard text
in universities throughout the world and among the general
public as well. He was a distinguished leader in the Asian
academic and learned societies and served on many of their
councils. He wrote numerous articles, hundreds of forewords
to books and many hundreds more book reviews.

Born in the English countryside in 1914, Arthur Llewelyn
Basham was proud of his rural origin. He identified himself
with ordinary folk for whom he had genuine respect. He easily

felt the sting of any wrods or actions which offended their
sensitivity or dignity.

~ A distinguished American Professor of Hindi was once
giving a lecture in a large auditorium of an American University.
Dr. Basham was in the audience. "When speaking to servants
and other inferiors," the speaker insisted, "one should not
use the polite forms, but simply commands". Basham bristled.
'l'n a loud whisper easily heard for several rows, he growled,
He may be right from some points of view, but I thoroughly
disapprove." Raising his voice louder, Basham announced:
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"l always find that people appreciate polite speech and |
intend to continue speaking to servants that way:" The lecturer
paused and did not return to the subject again.

Praise for Gypsies

In his last years, Prof. Basham turned his attention
to one of the most scorned of India's common people - the
gypsies. He relished their harmless hoaxes and praised them
as one of the most enduring and cohesive of India's contribu-
tions. Drawing on his extensive historical and linguistic abili-
ties, he traced their migrations through Europe and compared
their Romani words with Sanskrit, Greek and English. He
denounced those who abused the gypsies, venting his strongest
outrage against the Nazis who murdered them en masse without
the slightest protest from world opinion.

. Prof. Basham was a profound linguist and enjoyed speak-
ing and lgarning several Indian languages. He was accomplished
in Sanskrit and Pali, Bengali, Hindi and other Devnagari lan-
guiges. He also knew several European languages, including
Greek and Russian. Indeed, he began his career as a linguist
before moving to the study of ancient India.

. He was a pleasant iconoclast and delighted in debunking
I;;-'nmot.rlsiand conventional theories. In his inaugural lecture
Stu ?s oo?ss?\r of Ithsto!'y at the School of Oriental and African
by servlnt e University of London, he deflateq the occasion

e i% "that he saw no particular meaning to history
ana t:orit' an academic amusement". He disliked centralism
Smit. A\'ont::\‘ta'msn‘] in all its forms. He debunked Vincent
were . " :jon in the _Oxford History of India that Indians
was .« aAE‘PY \aer centralised rules and asserted that there

pport for such a view.

ana

"Blutt 1 good luck®

v R : i ,
sponsot ‘;m a8 well-known Indian politician and philanthropist

2 mglor academic publication, prof. Basham was
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asked to review it. Noting the politician's photograph as
the frontispiece, Basham dryly observed: "It is a pity that
he could not have taken a lesson from Sir Christopher Wren
and have allowed his work to stand as his monument rather
than his photograph."

Whenever he was introduced to audiences with the
usual superlatives, he was fond of beginning by saying that
he had achieved his reputation "through bluff and a lot of
good luck."

His first book, based on his Ph.D. thesis, was on the
"History and Doctrines of the Ajivakas" - a book he wryly
noted was still in stock in the first edition. His crowning
achievement in writing was "The Wonder that Was India"
- a book he authored to replace another scholar who was
unable to do the writing. [t was a multi-faceted, grand sweep
of a great civilisation which Prof. Basham never ceased to
admire. "The Wonder" went through nearly 15 editions and
was translated into several languages. Dr. J. F. Leddy, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Windsor in Canada, called
it "a benchmark of historical writing" and it was at least
that. It became the standard text in courses on India around
the world. Modelled in part on the pattern of his own teacher,
Dr. L. D. Barnett's "Antiquities of India", Prof. Basham used
his linguistic skills to break new ground in translations from
the classical texts. In a flowing low-keyed style using primarily
original texts and sources, Indian history became vibrant
from the Indus valley civilisation through the medieval empires.
But his interests were wider than history.

"The Wonder" provides insightful chapters on political
ideas and institutions, society, religions of India, arts, language,
literature and everyday life in villages and towns. The final
chapter focussed on a theme 10 which he would always return -
'The World's Debt to India'. With the completion of "The
Wonder that Was India" in 1954, A. L. Basham, at the age
of 40, had established himself as one of the leading scholars
in the field.

The flow of students became a continuous stream.
Even after his retirement, he continued to supervise students
and several were studying under him at the time of his death.
The work of many of his students became stanfiards in the
field. They themselves exercised a profound xpflue_:nce on
the course of Indology as well as academic studies In India.
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His students include Prof. R. S. Sharma, former member
of the UGC and author of important works on ancient Indian
politics; Prof. Nemai Bose, Vice-Chancelior of Visva Bharati
Upéversxty, and Romila Thapar of Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Xl ily known for her history of anicent India and study of
P:ﬁlsz;.anScorzs more are heads of department in Bang]adesh,
st and Sri Lanka. Several are leading professors In

merican and Canadian universities. In West Asia, lIsrael,

Euro»e, Mexico, So ;
\ » South East Asia and A i i
are to be found. ustralia, his students

tions /f\lt?r?:gr; rr?ost of his academic life was at two institu-
Untversity of Eool of Oriental and African Studies of the
o Canbeyrra gndon and the Aus;ralian National University
miveanoert - Prof. Basham was invited to give courses in
! irsmes throughou‘f the world. For several years he regularly
Parlcj& tAat lEnenares Hindu University where both his students,
head.s of-the-DNar:’:un and Prof.' Lallanji Gopal, had become
Ameri Department of Ancient India. He taught at various

can Universities, including the University of Wisconsin.

Last year he was visiti
L sitin rofe i Tty
in Canada. g P ssor at the University of Toronto

Extraordinary

As an academic superv
Remarkable though hisp yle

was for his students,
They will remember

he was truly extraordinary.
encyclopaedic knowledge of India
that was not his most impressive quality.

him more for his bound! ki
and generosity. ess  kindness
favorite o a)’ Every student thought he was Prof.Basham's

but through ndng\?er?aepsd'he or she was. Not through criticism.
building did he draw the bes oan ot nono Confidence-

busy, to see one of his 5 from them. Never was he 100
. S .
making  "suggestions" tudents or to go over their work

here and th it
o ere, re-
or providing references for footn ’ writing passages

otes. E i
work, he found something to praise bven in thewr poorest

In a i -
2 new studt:r:?”?l he was offering on ancient Indian politics
It wasn's cumy tl'omd South East Asia handed in her paper‘
nothing, 1t was yp;e . Proi._ Basham looked it over and saic;
The girl and the zlzéguaitu&complete and of low standard.
Upto the class, "hi 1ited. Finally Basham held the paper

- he said, " !
handwriting. It is a pleasure t:) rls 5" example of beautiful

ha tis ead a paper like this.
ve the beginnings of some very interesrt)ing idea;. ‘sl K)gt
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forward to more of your papers." The girl was thrilled. She
did produce better work in her next paper.

When he became President of the section on India for
the 26th .International Congress of Orientalists held in New
Delhi in 1964, an awkward young Indian scholar presented
his paper to the audience of world Indologists. The paper
was sadly deficient. It was roundly criticised by some of
the leading Indologists of the country. Ignoring their remarks,
Basham concluded the session observing to the student: "You
have provided us with a most interesting paper which has
stimulated some of the great scholars of this country to take
notice of it. 1 encourage you to keep on with your good work."
Later in the day, ! asked him why he made such a remark
on such an obviously poor paper. "Dear boy," he said gently,
nthat fellow will have enough people criticising him. A word
of encouragement is always valued and harms no one." And
so he believed and acted.

He was genuinely fond of his students and often carried
around a list of all their names in his breast pocket years
after they had become established. In turn, their affection
for him was rich and abundant. They vied for the honour
of his presence and savoured the quiet predictable kindness
that he freely bestowed.

Larger message

Prof. Basham was a distinguished member of most
of the leading academic societies in his field. He helped found
the International Association of Buddhist Studies and only
a few years ago organised a new international learned society
in another area of deep personal interest - The International
Association for the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine.
But it was for the Royal Asiatic Society that he had the
strongest attachment. For most of his academic life he was
a Fellow, a member of the Council and contributed years
of articles and book reviews. It was fitting that he should
have spent his last year as Professor of Oriental Studies

at the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, designing an encyclopaedia
of Indology.

It is trite to say that Prof. Basham's death ut the age
of 72 leaves a vacuum in Indology that cannot be filled -
but it is so. His insight, integrity, kindness, generosity and

knowledge gave him a rare place among .scholars and among
men.
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He frequently closed hi i i

h s letters to friends saying, "ever

iiéfetchtexonately yours"..That_ I think, was his large):' %neSSaSe

v the people of India, his students, all who knew him and
se who feel this deep and overflowing sorrow.

J. W. Spellman

Courtesy: The Hindu - Who Was Who - February 10, 1986.

Thanks are also due to Dr. Spellman for permission to reprint
this memorial article. Editor
ito
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IDEAS IN HISTORY*

B. Sheik Ali

FEW moments come in the life of a person when he
teels how gracious others are, and how grateful he should
be to those who shower on him an unsolicited honour, which
he never imagined he deserved. 1 find myself today in an
embarrassing position when my colleagues, despite my short-
comings, even to the extent of not being a regular participant
in the historic sessions of this august body, elected me to
the highest honour any historian in India could aspire after.
Hence, it is my first duty to acknowledge with deepest sense
of gratitude the honour you have done me in elevating me
to the position of the General President of this Forty-Seventh
Session of the Indian History Congress, here at Srinagar,
in Kashmir.

This session is historic for more reasons than one.
The Congress is meeting for the first time in Kashmir of
enchanting beauty, the gift of God to India, the veritable
paradise on earth with the protective umbrella of the roof
of the world, to reflect and meditate on issues that have
confronted man ever since he gained historical consciousness.
Kashmir was perhaps at no time more significant to us than
at present, as it stands at the cross-roads of forces that
are shaping the destiny of nations, whether it is China or
Russia or Afghanistan or Pakistan of India. To Indians In
general and to historians in particular Kashmir offers the
beacon light to resurgent India in terms of our secular values,
composite culture, liberal outlook, communal harmony and
national fervour. This is our show-piece 10 displa- the finest
tlowers of Indian renaissance Wwhich resisted th2 philosophy
of two nation theory. This is the crucible to test the solidarity
of our social structure, the solidity of our political institutions,
and the profundity of our humanistic aproach. Finally, Kashmir
was the only region in our past that produced a historian
of the order of Kalhana, the equal of whom is difficult to
find in the pages of ancient India. Hence my special thanks

*Presidential address delivered at the Indian History Congress ,
47th Session, October 7-9, 1986,sat Kashmir University, Srinagar.
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:(oasgrrﬁie wr;jo conceived the idea of holding the Session in
. and more so to those who accepted the idea and

braved the ordeal of hosti -
: . ing the Indian Hist ess
(IHC) Session, which has become a mighty affajr_ls ory Congr

w
a centuery o%gfhtextigtefueel happy that during its nearly half
0 stirring the imagi ce IHC has rendered yeoman service
to take up scient'fg‘matlon of our scholars, stimulating them
a national directiori ic study of history, and in giving them
past. A new trend t: a rational presentation of our historical
addresses are. them t@s emerged lately that the Presidential
volume and the ha ic, assuming the proportion of a mini
direction. The offi(é arafcter of a path-finder in a particular
on itself one ine eb? the General President of IHC imposes
office, namely a xorable demand, in an otherwise undemanding
and incisive yadg intensive home-work to produce an exhaustive
read at leisure ress, which is perhaps carried home to be
carefully Writte;m or referred to when necessity arises, but
of historical sch lto break some ice in the frozen rigidities
ventured to oh olarship. Following the same tradition, 1 have
address. hooi oose the theme of "ldeas in History" for my

» hoping 1t would be of some interest to all of us.

w i ing i
of historiacglltrigzem doing is- to touch on the general trend
both in the Weste§ ,Wand survey the march of ideas in histor\
in respect of lndina .orld apd in India. Obviously the discussion
ancient, medieva] 1; a little longer as it relates to both
topics. as wras thean modern times. 1 have touched such
what the historical n’:anner and matter of history should be:
principles  applied 1 ought stands for; how are the historical
our ideas; Ty areand interpreted; what is the genesis of
they influence. cine th:Sg ideas come to be adopted; how do
create: what problerm eliefs and actionsy what tensions they
ideas they lead 1 ; they generate; and what further new
0. These are some of the issues linked to

the historian a i
nd his i methi
more in the s craft. | wish to say something on them

solutions to theal\mMOf provoking your thought than offering
- My sole purpose in undertaking this exercise

1s to ir |dlCa te tl \at a ll S T a statesman Of
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Let me start with a few general observations. History
inites the objective side with the subjective. It comprehends
~vhat has happened with narration of what happened. This
union of two functions is of higher order, which differentiates
nistory from other sciences. Unlike in a study, say Physics,
where the knowledge of the physical world alone is involved,
in history we have four different meanings. It refers to a
kind of knowledge, a kind of literature, an actual sequence
of events in time and their cumulative impact on human
behaviour, which may lead to progress we call civilisation.
The point is that the law of nature is conditioned to a set
plan, but in history there is greater complexity which exceeds
that of nature. The cow grazes green grass today but gives
white milk tomorrow. At least this phenomenon is constant
n nature, but in history Brutus is friendly today but not
tomorrow. Therefore we have not merely to narrate what
has happened but also to comprehend why it happened, which
s more difficult. Since the historian is both an investigator
and a story-teller, he 1is both a scientist and a poet, thus
uniting in himself the subjective and the objective.

Our complexity arises because of "ideas in history".
The world is ruled by ideas. There are two groups of ideas,
the practica! and the philosophical. The man who makes history
clubs them together to make the machine move towards
progress. The man who writes history has to analyze these
ideas and indicate their proportions which go to form the
organic whole that constitutes history. Practical ideas get
filtered through human will to result in realities. They are
at the base of the happenings, and they influence human
affairs. Such ideas as ecclesiastical or temporal supgemacy,
divine right of kings or the common will, colonialiSsm or
nationaljsm, socialism or individualism, controlled democracy
or full liberty, have ail been translated in history as practical
ideas through human will. The ltalians supported the totalitarian
}deas of Mussolini as they seemed to satisfy their ego. These
ideas lasted only as long as the Italians thought they were
useful, and were scrapped when they felt they yielded negative
results. In other words the thinking process of the Italians
made history at a particular point of time, and these thoughts
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were practical ideas i i
It s e which 1T am making as vital in history.

the hij i :
as does a computer h\;s;:;nanh o examine these ideas in depth,
while splitting atoms. the stage of criticality is reached

Practi i
is betrayed ltf;l hlgeas élong do not make history. Mankind
rather than prgctigs?phmal- ideas as well. These are theoretical
but validity ' and ca. Their basis is not advantage or utility,
Alignment might have oy, Observe India's loreign policy.
of the blocks. Then rought us more advantage from either
would have been ca we would not have made history; we
Socrates drank the mp followers. Buddha renounced the throne,
Abraham L incoln Wcup of hemlock; Jesus went up the cross;
did not seem practicasl shot dead, all because of ideas that
i history. Mu al at the time, but brought glory to them

. ch of historical | ;
philosophi . cal interpretation has leaned on
phical ideas. Hegel's view of history, or of Sgengler

or of T
oynbee, or of the Greek idea of fate, or of Gandhiji's

experiment with tr
) uth .
in modern times, (Satyagraha) or of the idea of progress

. h - :
ficant in history, ave all a philosophical base, which is signi-

I the hi ian i

do Wonder: }xﬁ?“?g is a man of intellectual vigour, he could
pattern to yield ese 1deas.v He would reduce them to a
the data Obtainedsor;:e underlying truths. He would synthesise
which he  wond through his ingenuity, industry and honesty
Analysis is. I process to formulate a general principle.
is like physiols anatomy relating to details but synthesis
historian ha t8)’ which gives us the picture of health. The
which govern :’hes)'nthesme hgs material about some concepts
of life inte dean whol.e of it. "Synthesis breathes the spark
It shows him th(f:\é\tenals and makes it move as living bodies.
the valley or th trend of the terrain, the significance of

€ mountain range". Synthesis is to a historian

what a radar i .
craft in ideai o;:Se to a navigator. Speaking of the historian's
could hardly ignore its significance.

Practi i
phical id(caalsca)layldiﬁs'are tested by their utility, and philoso-
to pragmatic tests eir validity. Practical ideas are subject
permit * synthesis b:nand evade synthesis. Philosophical ideas
Fascism soon faded evade pragmatic tests. The utility of

ed away, but Croce's philosophy of the spirit
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or Spengler's philosophy of imminence is hard to test. There-
fore, what appears to be desirable is not the synthesis of
the type of which meta historians like Hegel, Marx, Toynbee
and others have done but the synthesis of the interpretative
type such as of Charles Beard, who in his THE RISE OF AMERI-
CAN CIVILIZATION synthesised the Civil War exposing the
conflict between the old rural culture and the industrial culture
of American life, bringing into focus the interplay of economic
factors. This kind of history is being attempted in our country
as well, but it has just begun, and has to go a long way before
all our focal points are fully covered. Knowing the enormousness
of our canvas, the richness of our material and the variety
of forces that interacted in our land, what we have done
is meagre. If 200 years of American history could produce
at least 16 different schools of interpretation. how much
more variety a country of India's size, population, problems
and periods could offer to the historians could well be imagined.
1 am not suggesting that we should imitate the Americans
or follow the economic interpretation of Charles Beard, but
only inviting the attention of my colleagues 1o reflect on
the need for interpretative history.

The past is never before wus except in our reflective
spirit. 1t is we who first revive the past in our mind as a
mental picture which becomes in history Asoka or Akbar.
The gulf between the historian and his object is bridged,
and it is done through a kind of thought which establishes
a direct link between the historian's mind and the object
of his study. The object must be such as could be revived
in his mind. Einstein's theory of relativity cannot be revived
in a historian mind. All that could be revived is the general
fact that Einstein has made a marvellous discovery. 1f atom
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima or Nagasaki, the structure
of the bomb cannot be revived in a historian's mind, except
the causes that preceded and the consequences that followed.
This activity is purely mental, based of course oOn SOUrcCes,
and hence the point that ideas are central in history. Our
history is rich or poor in proportion to the quality of our
mental activity to use our sources to build either a hut or
a mansion.

It is not necessary that a pre-established harmony should
exist between the historian's mind and its object. What 1Is
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;\ﬁ:es;raézniis that thfe ':\istorian's thought must spring from
1 c unity of historical experie i iti
1s both a science and an a perience. History writing
rt. The solid material i
the sources, must be t 1 e e
ruthful, but its intellj i
art, which originates from th i ity of his comscience.
. e organic unity of hi i
It is here that a histori 4 der. a Hegel.
rian becomes a path-fj
) ‘ path-finder, a Hegel
thirh:::\, a Kosambi or a Toynbee. Thucydides cc;ming (§nl):
hirt years aft.er Herodotus is a world apart from his
‘t)he f;:ae;is:r. I;Aatenal remains the same, but one is Guiacardini
g of whose history is a torture and another is Macau:

lay whose history is a deli
‘ ight. The value of hi
depend upon what kind of thinking has gone into it. tstory would

Thou i i

Kind of mg:ttallsarg’itv_tthe flow of consciousness, but a different
which comes unde ity. The flow of consciousness is feeling
which s ot o trh:SY;?hOlOg)’- You may feel cold in Kashmir,
which is an act of tklf]g t,h but you wrap yourself in woollen,
ficant in historv. b tough t. Your actual wrapping is not signi-
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renouncing the world l;/e 0 nature. Buddha thought before
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like trying Ft)o res‘femhblsmr)'- Historical thinking is something
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to be remembered. ld be something extraordinary, worthy

Having sai
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be, let me touch on n;e;z::g what the matter of history should
craft. ldeas are funda more aspects that afifect historian's
atfected from g writ "‘“ental in history. History would be
histzr s whole view of human destiny. AD
rical material js merely a writer's

Ideas in History 189

explanation of the significance of a series of events, an epoch
or movement. It embodies his own philosophy of life. Hegel
said that every epoch was inspired and dominated by a specific
idea. Each idea affirmed as truth brings also with it an idea
which denies its truth. The positive and the negative wrestle
in a battle, and a new idea emerges. Then the cycle repeats
itself. This is the concept of the thesis, antithesis and synthesis
applied to historical events. This dialetic method was discarded
later as a tool of understanding. But what matters most for
us to remember is that history challenges its disciples to
arrange the ever growing mass of facts in ever changing
patterns, and thus offers limitless scope for keen insight
into the subtle ingenuity of man to present a new drama
of life from age to age.

Success in history writing is directly proportional to
the intellectual power of the writer. It is the special glory
of history that it touches the realm of ideas at more points
than almost any other study. It responds to every new current
of thought. When Darwin came out with his theory of natural
selection, Bagehot was ready to show that in social institutions
and in the animal kingdom the rule of the survival of the
fittest was in operation. Each age was bound by a continuous
force which prompts improvement and progress on the preceding
age. An uninterrupted continuity of progress does exist in
the world under which the weak go to the wall, and the strong
prevail. Bagehot believed that a science of history was possible.
Likewise, when Marx appeared on the scene, he brought about
a radical change in the mind of the historians, who were
ready to accept the interpretation that the mode of production
in economic life primarily determined the general character
of social, political and cultural processes. With every change
in the mode of production, the entire superstructure of the
society undergoes a change. There was a metamorphic change
in the entire approach to history. value was defined as labour
crystallised. The term ‘humanism' received new meaning:
the assertion of human dignity the understanding that no
value was greater than himself, the respect for the labour
of man, the faith in his strength and intelligence to produce
goods, and the recognition of those who actua_lly produ;ed
the goods. Marxism claimed that it had established a link
between humanism and the objective laws of social develop-
ment. It tried to link humanism with science which aimed
at the solution of concrete problems of social progress.
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. Thus Marx was the first to formulate the economic
interpretation of history declaring the mode of production
to be dominant factor in history. His followers inaugurated
an era of monistic materialism. Lenin's MATERIALISM AND
EMPIRIO-CRITICISM, Bukharin's emphasis on a technological
interpretation of history, and Pokrovsky's monistic materialism
preclude great men as determinants of events. They would
only assert‘that great men have been facilitated by. certain
social conditions which made their rise possible, and that

these conditions are in turn governed chiefly by economic
factors.

Wlthqut going to examine the validity or otherwise
of these views, my job is simply to assert what a radical
turn xde'as could give to historical thought. After 1914 frustra-
tion gripped mankind which felt that "social progress” was
an empty phrase, and that march of man towards "better
conditions" witnessed unprecedented slaughter of humanity.
Not one but two world wars with depression in between offered
no hope to mankind. The fashion of historical philosophies
assumed cpsmic character. The idea of the upward spring
towards higher and better life was discarded, and history
was reduced to a series of pulsations, to a kind of a swing
gnd a coun.ter-swing of the pendulum, and to a cycle of change
gEg]fl fashion of summer, autums, winter and spring. Spengler's
Preto'NEMnEj)F THE WEST, Toynbee's STUDY OF HISTORY,
CULTE} D AND SOCIETY and Sorokin's CULTURE AND

RAL DYNAMICS were all efforts to explain the genesis,
g‘owth and decay of cultures. Toynbee has warned us of
dij fhogs‘glm)’ that the modern culture might disappear as
He has Ch;eelf or the Roman or any other earlier culture.
and over "rathrlzed the national State as obsolete, mistaken
despotism “C;;{mr:ne}l entity". He says that the militarism and
of mankind ;‘C It breeds is a threat to the whole future
but ite cre.at'e thinks that a world Government is inevitable,
of history alcon :ould rquxre a revolution. Great moments
were built’ b:tor L“g to him, are not those when empires
Buddhism ,Ch‘ those when great religions, like Hinduism,

’ ristianity and Islam, emerged on the scene.

Spengler too is of th

note. His work DECLINE
influential,

e same genre who struck the cosmic
cont INE OF THE WEST is one of the most
roversial and incisive works of modern times
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in the realm of social sciences, pure philosophy and philosophy
of history. To Spengler history offered a repetitive alternation
of liberty and authority, the foxes and the lions. He examined
the past in the search light of rise, growth and decay of
cultures, and passed his verdict on the contemporary European
culture, which he said was on the last leg of its journey.
He came out with his cyclical view of history and the immu-
table law of nature. Cultures are not made to order but are
whimsical which like wild flowers arise with superb aimlessness.
Spengler's main philosophical presuppositions rest on Coper-
nican system of history which consists in a dualistic division
of reality or cosmic energy, into its two main aspects, the
world as history and the world as nature. Nature is that shape
or image in which the man of higher culture synthesises the
impression of his senses. On the other hand, history is the
image which the man of higher culture creates intuitively,
instinctively and then rationally to comprehend the worid
around him in relation to his own life.

These two aspects of reality differ from each other
along many lines and lead to different methods of cognition
of the world as history and the world as nature. The world
as history is a living potentiality with life and soul, in a state
of incessant becoming, fulfilling an unique life-course or
destiny, in the time process, passing from the past through
the present to the future, never reversing 1ts direction. On
the other hand the world as nature is a realised actuality,
a thing become, existing in space as a mech:nically repeated
necessity of cause and effect. In history there is form, rhythm,
physiognomy and individuality but in nature there is only
quantitative, timeless and mechanical uniformity. According
to Spengler civilisation is the last phase of a culture under
the pressure of organic law of nature. Each culture has its
;:hildhood, youth, manhood, oldage and decay. When the fire
In the culture's soul dies it enters into its last phase, the
C_lv'lli‘sation. "They are a conclusion, death following life,
rigidity following expansion; they are an end ... They are
like a worn out giant of the primeval forest, thrust their
branches towards the sky for hundreds or thousands of years,
as we see them in China, India and in the Islamic world."

. WF may agree or not with his ideas but his analysis
Is fascinating in respect of the symptoms he presents of
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From the Renaissance period which inaugurated the
era of enlightenment, there has been a radical change in
our approach to history, which became secular, non-partisan,
instructive and philosophical. Pragmatism entered into history
which judged events according to their practical lessons of
values. That led in its turn 10 the rise of the Utilitarian School
of thought of Bolingbroke, Bentham, Mill and Macaulay. They
held the view that the adoption of ethical principles in state
policy was not as important as the intention to improve the
conditions of the people. Rationalism was introduced even
into the theological fields giving us a picture of history in
which priests deceive, courtiers intrigue, monarchs enjoy
and people suffer. History was brought back from the external
to the internal. Not merely the physical but psychic factors
received attention. Works dealing with wars, treaties and
ceremonies were pushed to the archives for consultation on
occasions as 'historical dictionaries'. True history was the
discovery of what the society was in the past, its morals,
manners, arts, crafts, literature, philosophy and institutions.
History was rendered not only more 'interior' but also more
broadened in space and time. India, China, and the Islamic
world had been completely ignored, and they were not only
brought back but also a more refined technique of criticism
was applied to the value and authenticity of their records.
Depth was given to history by examining the chain of ideas
in the light of humanism, pragmatism and criticism.

The pursuit of idea$ continued further in the direction

of negating the trends of the earlier era. A romantic approach
followed, which was a reaction 10 the rational and intellectual
approach. The romanticists discarded reason, preferred imagin-
ation, and developed fanciful, picturesque, poetic, sentimental
and 'extravagant concepts in history, which was quite chara-
cteristic of the age of Keats, Shelley and Byron. Rousseau's
state of nature was a romantic idea. The old religious outlook,
the old national customs, regional and local loyalties, old
houses, cathedrals and castles, and the nostalgic history of
singing again the old songs and dreaming again the old dreams,
all came back. The life of chivalry, the crusades, the Gothic
architecture and the romantic adventures seized the imagination
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of‘ the historian. A new kind of historical romance, the high
priest of which was Sir Walter Scott, set a new fashion. Carlyle
presented his great man theory. On the positive side, history
was rendered more interesting, although more fanciful, inject-
Ing greater respect for national character and institutions.
A union of philosophy took place with philology, and attempts
were made 'to synthesise events into systems. Again, the
idea phat history was the teacher of virtue and prudence
Iwa.s dlscgrded. To the question, what is the use of history,
History' itself was the answer. The nineteenth century glorified

itself as 'the century of history’. It humanised history and
made it a centre of reality and thought.

A The search for truth persisted. The pendulum swung
again towards rationalism. The result was Positivism which
said hu‘man‘knowledge could not go beyond human experience.
It enquired into the processes of events, examined their intrinsic
relgmons, traced their causal connections, and explained his-
torical phenomena in terms of laws and principles. The Positi-
vists felt that ideas in history touched overconsciousness
at three points - the integrity of historical events, the unity
of the narration, and the imminence of development. These
three.aspgcts divided thinkers into three different groups:
the historians, the philologists and the philosophers. The his-.

torian was supposed to write history, the philologist, to supply

him the ;
ot ther:?ta’ and the philosopher, to draw proper conclusions

The philosophers were the funny lot. The
se!vgs positivists, naturalists, sociologists, e?npci?:ﬁgtsthem-
critics. Others had worked from the conception of th iy
they chose to work from the conception of the cause eO N
had at?empted_ a dynamic of history, they worked' ‘thers
me'char)xc of h.lstory, which prompted them to christen ‘:’\!th v
a 'Social Physics'. Others had relied on politics or ec il
they swore by sociology, which itself was the roodnomlcs’
thelr_ creation. They made sociology stand in the sar‘r)\e i 'Of
to history, as did zoology to physiology, or chemistry t re}atlon
logy. They jumped at statistics to fly high as scig o, Tenero-
was the manipulator of all this game. nee. Comte

Comte, the high priest of Positivi
famous law of the three SITYISM, Propounded his

stages: the theological, the
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metaphysical and the positive stage. In the first stage man
resigned himself to God, in the second, to metaphysics, and
in the third, to the discovery of relations that exist among
phenomena. Positivism revealed that there was decreasing
generality and increasing complexity in history. Comte believed
that the true destination of both history and science was
social progress, and that history should acquire right technique
to reorganize society. In 1822 he published his plan to reor-
ganize society which became the charter of positive philosophy.
In that he discarded metaphysical idealities and prepared
the ground for ‘determined laws', which governed human
societies, as the world of nature is governed by the physical
laws. Through these determined laws history was 1o enable
the State not only to govern better but also to predict the
future. Comte desired to do for history what Newton had
done for physics.

Thus the flow of ideas wrought wonders in Europe.

“This was promoted also by those who were struggling in other

areas to liberate humanity from authority. Montesquieu's
SPIRIT OF THE LAWS is largely historical in character. lIts
third part dealing with customs and manners depending upon
climatic conditions is of great interest to history. It contains
a number of new ways of interpreting history. Likewise, Vol-
taire did much to liberate history from the grip of super-
natural elements. Hume and Gibbon reconstructed history
under the brilliant light of reason. The tendency of the times,
the tenor of public opinion, the spirit of the age, and not
the actions of a single man, received attention. Adam Smith's
WEALTH OF NATIONS had a powerful impact on history.
He dealt a shattering blow at the whole aristocratic theory
of history, and proved that history did not revolve either
around lords or the clergy. The upper class - the king, noble,
soldier, priest and statesman - all came under attack, and
economic factors were shown as the central current of histori-
cal forces. Even wars were the product of economic factors,
and that the principal forces which governed the life of man
were production, market, labour, prices and raw material.
Adam Smith cut a new path in interpretative history.
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The French Revolution gave a new turn to history by
its novel political ideas - political liberty, economic equality,
social justice, democratic values, nationalist spirit and so
on. The masses were pushed on the stage and they bécame
the central focus of historical interest. No longer did divine
right theory hold any sway. Along with the political and econo-
mic factor, the scientific temper of the 19th century had
great impact on historical writing. It bewitched the historians
so much as to make. Bury declare, "History is a science,
no less and no more". History had to keep up with the march
of science. Not merely geography, sociology and economics
but even biology, psychology and statistics were pressed Into
service. Thomas Buckle's HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION IN
ENGLAND created a sensation. His plea that statistics be
Increasingly used to establish laws governing human action,
which are governed by fixed and predictable rules, was quite
in tune with the scientific temper of the age. His emphasis
that climate, soil and food are at the base of intellectual
progress was a shot in history's arm to claim itself as a
baby of science. His conclusions such as people reared in
harsh surroundings are tough minded, and that those brought
up in sublime scenary are more imaginative excited the his-
torians at the discovery of new tools of their craft.

Thus ideas gave multi-dimensions to history. Social
history, cultural history, economic history, intellectual history
were all there in the air dividing historians into various inter-
pretative groups. Even literary form was used to explain
the vital unity with the existing social conditions. The drama,
the epic, the essay, the novel were all vividly studied to
draw proper conclusions about the character and tastes of
the people, and to know the demand in the market for those

ideas. Cultural histories tracing social developments became
quite popular.

The journey of ideas in history thus took strange roytes
From philosophy to interpretation, from interpretation tc;
synthesis, from higher-ups to masses, from wars, battles
and conquests to origin, growth, structure and activities of
the society, from descriptive catalpgue of events to physical
psychological, sociological, economic and intellectya) analysis
of vital factors, were all traversed in a manner to sh ysis

i ow t
historical forces are organically connected one with the ot:‘\::
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in a ratronal and permanent order. A new trend emerged
in the writing of history. No history lacked a viewpoint or
a thesis or a definite principle of synthesis. 1t may be a
common place or obvious view, or it may be of great origin-
ality and insight, but it all rotated round a central idea.
History without a thesis was regarded as man without bgckbqne.
Events in history were woven into some pattern. Some historical
theses were non-controversial, but others were highly contro-
versial. Marx's economic interpretation of history txps'the
scale in inviting heated debates. A thesis may sometimes
rest upon new material which presents a new interpretation
upon an old problem. Thus history is no longer subject to
the attack that it lacks in ideas. It does contain great intelle-
ctual fervour. It has contributed much to every sector of

human activity, and it has responded to every new current
of thought.

m

I would be unfaithful to my salt if in the Indian History
Zongress 1 dwell long on western historical thought. It should
e mentioned that among all the Indian deities Clio is the
one that is most conspicuous by its absence. The weakest
ink in the brilliant record of ancient Indian scholarship is
vistorical writing. [f chronology is the eye of history, what
tomes from ancient past lacks sight. If history is the presen-
tation of events in their correct perspective, Indians had
10 historical sense. What . surprises us most is that in the
midst of Vyasas and Valmikis, Paninis and Aryabhattas, Dhan-
vantris and Sushrutas, Kautilyas and Kalidasas, Sankaras and
Madhvas, why was a Comte, a Croce, a Spengler, a Toynbee,
a Marx, a Gibbon or a Herodotus, not born? The only satisfa-
_ction we draw is the negative one. If history is philosophy
In motion, Indians could never be excelled. If history is the
growth of human mind, Indians surely have a history. although
unvxfritten. If history is the reflection of the essence of human
activity, our records are full of them, although they do not
conform to the text book definition of history. There is a
debate whether ancient Indians possessed historical conscious-
NeSs or not. Perhaps it is safe to assert that they did possess
historical sense, but it was all oriented to a different purpose
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of obtaini _— .
endeavj&?ét‘g mental peace, euphemistically called spiritual

view t];]hee 1501:; lethe criterion or the angle with which we
subject 0urg l)’ of our ancients. If 'ideas in history' is our
there is n th'nera-m“.3 is s0 much flooded with ideas that
underneath Oth:er;r% In 1t except ideas. History lies concealed
displayed on th ) as‘ if diamonds packed in a bag and not
puranas and lT[HeAneLk. Qur legends, myths, traditions, €pIcH
that It is futil SAS do contain so much of historical material
s futile to say that our ancients lacked historical
tre\nsve. Arncient lndxans did not build historical mansions but
stgfyi C:r:d tdhe quarries, brought the material, chiselled the
left it for othe the plans but did not erect the edifice. TheY
oushess fel? ers to do. Those who discussed cosmic conscl”
this pl;net Pnh unnecessary to narrate ordinary events of
type of co;\ﬂ'er aps they thought that human affairs of .the
of fortune r;?‘ cogfusxon, warfare, cheating, looting, changeé
their scheme ef a:. fall of dynasties, served no purpose "
cuch a5 of theoR igher intellect. Perhaps the pressing need
imperial expansi omans or the Arabs to make history justify
basic philosg hsm;:; did not exist with them. Perhaps, th€
time, intellecptuyal { the people, the social structure of the
of the masses dideadershlp of the elite, and the psychology
writing. A societ not permit such an exercise as history
purpose of i y steeped in the thought that the ultimateé

ife is liberation from the chain of births an

deaths did not i '
N bother to think of history. Perhaps the elit€

awar i

might ieadetothla;\kr?lsmry was Pandora's box whose opening

structure. That wa OWn results, and disturb the entire socidl

eve of ihe Frenchs Rexactly_ what happened in Europe on the

with their cont- evolution. The psychology of the people
entment, adjustment, compromise, lethargy

and immobility did
not i T S
seeds. Perhaps the permit the germination of historical

and iheir knowil;;kk of contact with the outside world
a factor. Roman l\I}SgIOHerOdOtUS or Livy, might have been
conquered Greece, Aragloyaphy emerged only after Rome
traditions. Even Kalha _historiography  followed the Iranian
horizon, took to métga’ the solitary luminary on our historical
to the influences of rg'- because he was in Kashmir expose
the reasons, our contrip hira and the Islamic world. Whatever
past, although we didutnl;): I: ll{‘nislt.mry was poor in the ancient

ck 'ideas' even in that period:

Ideas in History 199

Creative history suits the genius of the people. Others
had placed genealogies in chronological order, we placed
them in cosmic settings. Others narrate events after they
occur, we mention them in advance as if we are predicting
the future. Others take note of relative values, we concentrate
on absolute values. Others indulge in narrative, expository
and annalistic type of history, ours is argumentative, critical
and dialectic dialogue. Perhaps it is in this dialectic dialogue
that the truth will be perceived. If history is an X-ray appara-
tus that gives us an idea of the inner working of the mind,
we have numerous such machines. Whether they are Hindu
PURANAS, or Buddhist JATAKAS, or Jaina PRABHANDHAS,
or Veerasaiva VACHANAS or Vaishnava BHAKTI songs, they
are all replete not only with philosophy and ethics, but also
with an urge for social change. They give us a fairly accurate
account of the society with all its customs, manners and

_abuses, and they exhibit both the strong and weak points

in every vital area. If Voltaire is right in saying that history
is not the story of the Kkings, but the manners of the people,
the mood of the age and the spirit of the time, we could
claim that our ancients have not after all failed us even
in the realm of history.

What we find in the literature of the past is the hard
core of history, such as customs and manners, methods of
warfare and art of Government, trade and commerce, farming
and agriculture, philosophy and religion, education and learning,
genealogy of the rulers and such other essential aspects that
form the culture. Open the pages of RAMAYANA or MAHA-
BHARATA, and you will have a glimpse of the pulsating life
of the people. Yet this literature does contain incongruities.
Macaulay was furious on knowing that our kings reigned for
thirty thousand years, or that our geography was made up
of 'oceans of treacle and seas of butter'. But Macaulay was
not furious at Herodotus, who while tracing the origin of
the Persian kings had mentioned the story of a vain king
who was so proud of the beauty of his own queen that he
wanted others to be jealous of him. Therefore, he hid his
own minister to watch his queen going to bath; but the queen
detected the stranger and passed her judgement that the
minister should. either face death or kill the king and marry
her. Obviously, the latter choice was preferable and thus
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the origin of the Iranian kings. This is also a story as impro-
beble as that of 'seas of butter'; but the difference is that
the Greeks said something that was possible, and Indians
said ﬁsomethmg that was not. Megasthenes mentions In his
INDICA that he had heard of the Indians having long ears,
so long that they could be matched with those of an elephant,
and were so0 wide that women used them for winnowing the
grains. The point to note is that both Greece and India were
very close to epic age, when imaginative faculty was at its

peak. That proves my point that ideas form the substance
and soul of history.

Our ancients had one more aspect of thinking which

\S:vas unusual;. mixing of true with falsz. What the Wegsterners
l’?ymw;::u(ljd either be right or wrong; but what we say IS both
ofg " nl wrong. Take the example of Aryabhatta's explanation
o knuna‘r eclipse. Alberlum was amazed at the Indian scien-
tst' aS:; eciige of the alignment of the sun, moon and earth
Aryabr?attacu ar posture, but was shocked to find the same
Lnyabhattz :aymg that a heavenly dragon devoured the moon
2 mence fe eclipse. Alberuni could not comprehend why
e Wa;thbg thus killed by a myth. But this is Indian
s thEyEUl’olc Is equally true in the domain of history-
right or peans say might ultimately turn out to be either
wrong, but what the Indians say would have an element

of both right and wro
S ng. One carnot den of
Indian intellect, and this sharpness generatesyid:az: sharpness

ideal t/r\xgain’h our ancients dwell more
an

whether ar: aatrc?éitthe real. All aspects of their creative genius

are more ic;eali " ecture, scqlp;ure, painting, poetry or drama

and complexit e dthan realistic. Hindu art revels in variety

the great secu?’e;r E:;r;;ic dfell;\gl\TAS Jwself in rich decoration. Even

from its second to sixt YANA, presents a possible picture

h )
but the last part in wfxiacrr? rfT:otT] Rama's exile to his return,
;yplcal' of Indian mind which is r(e)stgssearth consumes Slta' .

in the realm of the

figures gain
they stand f an beings, in Indian art

ce lose proportions. This
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spirit pervades every walk of life, and they are indicative
of the rich variety of thought.

Our legacy at least in one area of history remains
unsurpassed. Our ancients did not use paper or papyrus for
writing history. They used more solid substance, copper or
stone. We possess perhaps the world's largest collection of
lithic inscriptions and copper plates. They are authentic docu-
ments on genealogy, chronology, origin of the dynasties, inter-
state relations, growth of ideas, and also on social, cultural,
religious and economic conditions of the time. But one has
to use them with great care, for they are no exception to
Indian mentality. They trace the origin of many dynasties
to the sun or the moon. They speak of mansions having golden
gates. It is upto us to draw the inference that they are only
speaking of the prosperity of the people.

The argument that ancient Hindu kings had no interest
in history is ‘also not correct. They did maintain in their
courts officials called SUTAS whose business was to chronicle
the events and keep track of the happenings around them.
But their approach to events was also characteristic of the
indian attitude towards life where objectivity was at a dis-
count. These writings cannot be compared to the chronicles
either of medieval Europe or of the Delhi Sultans. Bana's
HARSHA CHARITA was more a philosophical treatise than
sober history. The same thing is true of Asvaghosha's BUDDHA
CHARITA or Bilhana's VIKRAMANKADEVA CHARITA. But
Kautilya's ARTHASASTRA belongs to a different class, which
could be compared to Abul Fazal's AIN-E-AKBARI. ARTHASAS-
TRA was compiled through the ingenious method of appointing
village officials, who kept a record of everything that happened
in the village, including its trade and agriculture, the number
of inhabitants, their caste and profession, their age, their
history, occupation, income and expenditure. This information
was verified by other officials through their own inteiligence.
Thus quite modern idea of a demographic survey was known
1o ancient India.

The most important historical work written around
1148 A.D. is Kalhana's Rajatarangini, a chronicle of Kashmir
kings. Kashmir was the only region of the time which can
boast of having a historian in the real sense of the term.
Even this is an anthology of 8000 highly polished verses in
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eight
se%xse b\gggz' him \’ve have to appreciate Kalhana's historical
One's’ eyes Di says that a historian should ‘make vivid before
right Sg’urceplcftures 91- bygo_ne age'. He had an idea of the
accept and S‘wh(:\rt vzgltlrnegjeé\:stc;:y, and critical mind what %0
i ; : - He was aware o se
i Sndertaking is otk which wso 10 be et for K0’
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seems to anticipate what Na i
: : poleon said I le
call a king a kind man, his reign is a failure%ster. It the pee?
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material.e %ﬁsci:‘ classics of the South are rich in historical
y throw a flood of light on social, cultural
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wisdom, but’
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the eye. If history is the barometer to gauge 3 society's
culture, and if culture is that complex whole which includes
knowledge, pbelief, art, morals, customs and such other capa-
bilities acquired by man as a member of the society, then
ancient India would stake a high place for history, although
of a different sort. They had a rose garden but they did not
pluck flowers for making a boguet out of them.

v

When we come 10 medieval period the position is entirely
different. The establishment of Delhi Sultanate inaugurated
a new era in historical thought. It presented a series of Indian
chronicles, which according 10 Professor Dodwell were far
superior 10 the English chronicles of medieval times. The
Semetic people had a genius for history, and the Arabs evolved
a technique of their own, called isnad, to check the veracity
of every statement. The Arab contact with Greece, Rome
and Iran further refined their historical taste. The Arabs
were great travellers, and their contact with different cultures
enabled them 10 broaden the scope of history. The illustrious
example is " Ibn-Khaldun, whose prolegomena has integrated
the science of history with political philosophy. Sociologists
have hailed him as the founder of social and eccnomic inter-
pretation of history, political scientists have ranked him with
Aristotle, and Von Kremer calls him the greatest historian
of culture.

By the time Muslims came 10 india they had already
formulated their ideas on history. Unlike the Christian chro-
nicles written by mMOnNKs, the Muslim chronicles were _wr’men
by laymen, by men of affairs, and by those who had witnessed
the drama, and sometimes, taken part in it. jdeas marched
from the mythological, theological and legendary phase of
ancient India to a more secular, rational and authoritative
phase under the Muslims. The chronicles are full of details
following the pattern of Livy and Tacitus 10 thrill and amuse
readers through an exceedingly polished style.

Although the Muslims had a passion for history, it
did not figure high in their «cheme of intellect. It was religion
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and rchilosophy at the top. History was essential as a course
for the education of the princes and nobles, and the historians
tound an honoured place in the court of the Sultans. History
writing by Muslims in India did not conform to rigid pattern
of Arab ISNAD but followed Iranian tradition of leaning on
“authority, on reporters, and on hearsay. The historian was
a‘narratc‘)r alnc_i no; a researcher. Happenings were presented
without inquiring into causes, conditions and processes. The
E(p):m;\)?thr:jnh wlas neglected, and concentration was on higher-
NN altgo etahymen wrote history, religious hold on history
that happenec%‘ e;{ absent. God was held responsible for all
VualeppEned in history. God was seen working through indi-
MUTAZILLA s hUSllm historical thought did not follow the
the ASHARITEC Oﬁ » which was extremely rational, but followed
the past, but o sC ?‘01, which believed that the present followed
that thére . ot the outcome of the past. They further thought
of divine actsas ng set’ pattern in history but a succession
whose  des; » and that the events were shaping in a fashion
close to g(?hisfbem known only to God. Such ideas were
They did not believ transcendentalism and Hindu fatalism-
to generate thee levedm social forces acting upon one anothe:
on the idea th tsee s of history. The Islamic thought centred
own because of ath all actions and events happened on theif
fication, reacti e Divine Will, and not because of any modi-
Their ic;eas lealr(\):d 0hr impact of any other event on them.
historian was se eavily on providential theory. The Muslim
where he could ated as if in the tail end of the train, from
the twists get only the rear-view of the scene, and not

and turns of the track nor the direction of his

journey, he just got an i
idea :
was theocratic to him, of the area he covered. History

. but not humanistic, i
and : / nistic, it was purposeful
guided to him but not inter-related and !;mgresswf, p

Despite these i
shortcomings, there it i
W e
as well. The sheer number of hi;gto’ry e g

ing. The - works produced is stagger-
angd Dows;r(:ryTE:tMouf l.them runs into eight volume of glgliot
that was not existin SIbms gave to India a kind of literature
of history. Barni as 8 efo:e, They were aware of the utility
examination of bogﬁned’ My life has been spent in a minute
in any other form ofsul‘e:arl have not seen as many benefits
in the science of histo ning_or practical activity as I have

ry". To Barni hi
to strengthen reason and virtye | history was a means
b}

and learni tue, and a guide to foster progress
learning. Another positive factor was the adopFiciorg1 of
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one single era, Hijra, throughout the Islamic world? which
avoided the confusion of chronology. Even the Christian cal-
endar counted sometimes with the nativity of Jesus, sometimes
with his death, and sometimes with Easter, which was always
a changing date. The position in India had been much worse
with numercus eras, and hence one single uniform era was
a forward step in historical writing.

Apart from history produced by professionals at the
court, we have history from the Sufi saints, which is valuable
in thought. This is very helpful to us for socio-religious move-
ment of the times, and for the growth of intellectual ideas.
The letters, the table-talk, the metaphysical and ethical
discourses, the call to eschew sin and the advocacy of liberalism,
throw a flood of light on intellectual history. We know that
the BHAKTI movement levelled down the barriers of caste,
creed and class, and took its stand on the bedrock of humanity.
The Sufis did have a part in this movement. Their writings

_reflect the spiritual development of Muslim society in particular,

and of the religious upsurge of Indian society in general.
In Sufi literature we find three elements, pure history, pure
fiction and pure ethics. The purpose is didactic; common
man will understand better through parables, hence the fakles
and anecdotes, the morals needed to be superimposed on
the existing society to reveal what was wanted and what
was available - the frailties and the abuses, the strong and
the weak points, hence pure history, the goal was higher
knowledge, IRFAN, through a technique, TARIKHAT, for
gaining the ultimate truth, HAQUIKAT, hence pure ethics.
A part of this vast literature does contain pure history giving
us an insight into the social structure of the time, the economic
conditions of the people, the mood and tensions of the period,
and the need for a change. It also indicates the influence
of Islam on Hinduism, of Hinduism on Islam, of hopes and
fears of a minority amidst a majority, and of the majority
at the hands of a powerful minority, and the impact of Hindu
customs, manners and ways of thought on Muslim society,
and vice-versa. The Sufi literature based on love, service,
brotherhood and equality had great effect on the lower section
of the Indian society.

The Sufis produced three kinds of literature, books
on pure mysticism, books on the lives of the saints and their
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discourses called MALFUZAT. The last two have much historical
szgmfic,ance, which indicate liberalism, eclecticism, egalitar-
1anism and devotion. Most of the saints led the life of a com-
mon  man, and sometimes accepted office. Shaikh Hamid-ud-
din cultivated fallow land, and declined land grant offered
to h(m by Htutmish, Staikh Hamid was a QAZl1 of Nagore.
Shaikh Ahmgd Sirhindi had political ideas of his own, he was
i revivalist ' opposed to the religious policy of Akbar, and
e carried on correspondence with the political figures of

tr;e time. His .letters indicate the inner working of a section
of Muslims on issues of political nature.

What interests most to social history is the stuff served
> httable"a:ﬁk of the Sufis, the MALFUZAT. They throw much
anditio:nst ei language and literature of the time, life and
One of theos tfhe people, and exhortations for better life.
fly, if you Lllkls warned, "If you fly in the air, you are a
win a r}\lea twa over the water, you are a straw, but if you
is the ke rt VC;‘U are something". This pursuit of "something"
dar in )f,\iso li'_TAilnstonca] thought of the time. Hamid Qalan-
to the famin fR-UL-MAJALlS_ makes moving references
urged the  saint of Muhammad-bin-Thughlug's time. The Sufi
e o e S to help the poor, to expose black-market,

sist Government agencies in relief work. We get

interestin ideli ' ’
Balban sagid S:fiehghts on the character of the Sufi saints.

azi Minhaioudodin Sira;
QAT-I-NASIRI, Qazi Minhaj-ud-din Siraj, the author of TABA-

) that Siraj feared neither i
only his own conscience. ] God nor the king,

Y .
introducitd ?:Olthe.r kind of very popular literature Muslims
ndia was the WASIYATH-NAMAHS or the pre-

cepts of eminent
ru X
They were lers and statesmen to their successors.

read with great i iti -
For e great interest by political thinkers.
xample Balban advised his eldest son, Prince Muhammad:

(1) Do not consid ;
or tritling affair.er the task of ruling over people an ordinary

(2) The h i
of G eart of a king reflects the glor
aloneocii; ;htr’-e;ee‘l:t refuses to reflect if it is impure. (3% He);
and root out o ing whose officers administer absolute justice
by others. (4) D%preSSl‘on' His own example would be followed
in luxuries. (5) Kfi\r?tsrl‘r;cur the displeasure of God by indulging
is not possible wi% b and bravery are twins. (6) Kingship

hout justic i
and treasury. (7) Do notlunde?,takbenqﬁcence, pomp, army

e a campaign where you
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are not sure of success, Kingship cannot stand upon dishonour
and humiliation, do not personally lead expeditions against
lesser foe. (8) Keep the army, the subjects and the merchants
happy. It is a long treatise on statecraft. It reminds us of
what Thucydides had admonished long ago: Not every brave
man wants war, justice is better than expediency, nemesis
follows upon good fortune, love of tame often lures to des-
truction, and revenge though sweet is never successful. The
East was as rich in ideas as the West.

Just to give an example of what sort of history Muslim
historians wrote in India, I may bring up Ziauddin Barani.
He puts his ideas into the mouth of someone else, adopting
the method of dialogue in the true Tacitus style. This would
make the narrative more dramatic. He has a philosophy of
his own, and makes history illustrate the point that men cannot
escape divine judgment. He sees the past as the battleground

- between good and evil, and men are combatants who get

what they deserve. He treats history as a branch of theology;
which he thought would open the eyes of man to God, and
of the Sultan to his obligations. To Barani, as to Croce, history
was higher than science and philosophy, as it was inspired
literature based upon reality and experience. It is the strongest
foundation of truth, opens us to the wisdomi of the past,
guides humanity in the right direction, excites reason and
judgment, comforts us in our misfortunes and depressions,
provokes respect for the righteous and contempt for the wicked,
and thus fulfils the functions of both science and philosophy.
We may sately say that Barani did not lack in ideas.

Thus Muslim historiography of the Sultanate period
was a new experiment in India. It removed a lacuna long
existing in the intellectual life of the country. It used the
medium of both prose and poetry. It had free access to sources,
as the historians were well-placed to observe the events,
well paid to concentrate on writings, and well-versed to do
the job. But they suffered from some disabilities as well.
They adopted not the Arabic but the Persian style, highly
embellished, didactic and subjective, ISNAD was discarded,
mysticism gained the upper hand, subservience tO the Sultan

made them parasites, and edificatory narrative  was
the result. .
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itself when Muawiyah cheated Ali and sowed the seeds of
personal monarchy, which took such deep roots that it was
never uprooted to this day. But the successful political leaders
camouflaged the masses under the cover that they were legally
and constitutionally elected. This farce continued In India
at every time of succession to the throne. A verdict on eligi-
bility was required, and the historians did that job of assuring
the Muslims that the Sultans had never foresaken the principles
of Islam. In return the Sultans patronised the historians for
declaring them as true Muslims, or else the ULEMA and the
MUFT! would disqualify the ruler as unfit. Thereafore, our
medieval chronicles have 10 be studied with care. They are
useful on information as 1o what happened but misleading
on motives as to why it happened.

v

There is marked change in historical thought when
we come to the Mughal period, a thorough transformation
in treatment, In theme, In outlook and in technique. A new
type of history dealing with the institutions of the people,
the progress of civilisation and the growth of ideas emerged.
We have now history straight from horse's mouth, the emperor's
autobiographies. TUZUK-E-BABRI is a precious treasure,
elegant in language, full and frank in judgment, encyclopaedic
in information, and incisive on men and events. TUZUK-E-
JEHANGIRI carries the confessions of the emperor, Jehangir,
of his own follies and vices. A MULLAH like Abdul Qadir
Badauni could pass scathing strictures on Akbar, ‘and could
go scot-free, something unheard of in medieval times. Abul
Fazal came out with his magnum-opus which was a "complete
compendium of the political, religious, social, commercial
and agricultural institutions of a nation", soO valuaple as to
be unique in the annals of history. Historical material sprang
up like mushroom. General histories, official records, biogra-
phies, autobiographies, documents, correspondence, SANADS,
FARMANS, coins, inscriptions, travellers' accounts. gazetteers,
literary works, all inundated the land.

The crown of the glory should go 10 Abul Fazal for
his AKBARNAMAH and to his patron, Akbar. Akbar saw in
Abul Fazl to what height history could rise, and entrusted
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to him the monumental task of presenting a truthful account
of the happenings in the Empire. Abul Fazal, a genius 'in
the™ arena of scholarship, politics, diplomacy and warifare,
was most suited to the task. When the main work was com-
pleted in 1598 it created a sensation and Abul Fazal stood
unrivalled. Apart from the four volumes on political history,
the fifth one, AIN-E-AKBARI, dealing with the administrative
machinery is most significant. [t is a mine of information
which gives us minutest details .on the extent resources, con-
ditions, population, industry, trade and commerce of the empire.
Abul Fazal says that he compiled history with scrupulous
regard for truth. He captured the mood of the liberal. age,
and depicted the manners of the people. He regarded history
as 'a unique pear] of science' and it gained extra polish at
his hands. Akbar needed a PRO for his policies and no one
was more suited for the job than Abul Fazal; and Akbar needed
a medium for publicity, and no medium was more suited than
history. Abul Fazal believed in Akbar as saints believed in
God, and hence his history is somewhat subjective. But this
is only in respect of assessing Akbar, in all other respects

it rises to great heights. If the highly ornate style of Abul |

Fazal and his adoration of Akbar are to be ignored, his works
would rank as world classics in historical works. It is not
like Firdausi's SHAHNAMA or Sadi's GULISTAN on the lips
of those who know Persian, but a celebrated work of reference
meant for serious study such as an authority on jurisprudence

or an encyclopaedia, consulted when required, but not read
tor pleasure,

The idealism of Abkar was shattered in the pages of Badauni,
a reactionary and a revivalist, but from the stand-point of
lfjeas, a spokesman of a different view. He did not like Akbar's
liberalism, eclecticism, religious policy, Rajput policy, patronage
to all, DIN-E-ILAHI and aversion to orthodox formalities,
aqd hence he indulged in polemics. It was the personal rivalry
with Abul Fazal, who had risen high. But Badauni stands

for full, f_ree and frank expression of his ideas which had
not reconciled with the spirit of the age.

_ Despi.te; $0 much progress we cannot say that the Mughal
period anticipated the historical thought that followed in
Europe in the post-Renaissance and Reformation period. Most
of the Mughal historians had collected the material painstakingly,
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utilised it intelligently and expressed their ideas etfectively,
but did not interpret the data meaningfully. They had no
idea of the conditions and causes that produced the events;
or any idea that everything that succeeds is the outcome
of what precedes; or any idea that history is a process In
which something fresh is created at every moment, or any
idea that action always produces reaction, and that the two
together will germinate the seeds of history. Although Ibn
Khaidun had alerted our mind to the science of history and
culture, no Muslim historian in India bothered to think on
those lines. Didactic history intended to teach mankind how
to lead a virtuous life was still persisting. Yet let us not
be harsh on the Mughals. If we judge them by the historical
thought of 18th and 19th century Europe, we would be comm-
itting the error of judging an age out of focus. The milieu
of the Mughals was not supposed to produce a Voltaire, a
Comte or a Marx. What is interesting is that even the prin-
cesses of the HAREM like Gulbadan Begum wrote history

which is invaluable for insights into the psychology of higherups
in the empire. '

Vi

With the advent of the Europeans in India, historical
thought underwent a sea-change, not merely in approach, treat-
ment and technique but also in the enormousness of h.storice!
production. Perhaps no other country is so rich in historical
material as India from 1757. to 1947. An overseas commercial
Company gaining political supremacy was anxious not only
to retain power, but also to expand it. Consequently the subtle
methods it adopted offer rich historical thought. Every policy
was put down on paper, every opinion expressed in minutes,
and every business transacted in despatches all of which have
given us an insight into the entire psychology of the policy
makers. Moreover, the establishment of British power wit-
nessed great changes in several sectors of life. The socio-
religious changes of the nineteenth century, the new ways
of thinking and criticism, the promotion of science and arts,
the introduction of large scale trade and industry, the quick
means of transport and communication, and radical changes
in legal, social, political and administrative set up generated
unique ideas in India. As a counter to this, how the British
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built up their power, how they kililed Indian economy, how
they damaged arts and crafts, how they disturbed social balance,
exploited the resources of the land, and reduced the majority
to poverty and destitution, set ablaze a new process of think-
ing in Indian mind, which led to national consciousness. This
was a period of continuous warfare first for the Company's
survival and then for sunremacy and expansion. The attempt
of the imperialists to use India as a pawn in their game of
power-politics further excited the nationalists, who responded
in a mighty way. It resulted in the Indian National Congress,

in the establishment of which historical thought did have
a share.

By the txme the English came to India they had already
formulat_ed their historical ideas in the post Renaissance
and enlightenment era. India offered them a rich field for
the furthe_r growth of those ideas, and they went on here
both making history and writing history. The soldier, the
admxm_strator, the scholar and even the merchant who ’came
to Ind;g was saturated with historical notions. Broadly speakin
they divided themselves into two schools of thought thg
hb_eral and thg conservative. Both schools agreed on the ’nece-
ssity 1o retain British power in India, but differed on) ‘1
the‘ art of _Government in India. James Mill applied the util'n
tarian doctrines to India, and said :hat only enlightened d -
potism could reform the social weakness in Indian soci .
The second school of thought headed by Sir William JCIQTy.
Wl!kms, Munro, Malcolm and Elphinston took a more fav oy
view of Indian society, and desired to effect chan ourable
a sympathetic understanding of Indian institutions 5% un
other thoughts also emerged. Evangelicals like S;) A few
Grant backed by the missionaries wanted 1o bri e and
change through conversion and education. Scholarmg[' about 3
Maine and Hunter took a philosophical view of t:\ 1k¢ Lya]l,
and analysed the British rule in the light of 1 Cniuation,
of the Western and the Eastern forces, Histore' e eraction
order of P.E. Roberts, T.G.P. Spear, C.H. P iillcjms of the
Furber and Professor Balthachet adopted Ranké?s’ Holden
of writing history through a careful and critjc lS method
the sources. % study of
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When the British historians were wrest)}ng w1thl ideas
to prove their point, the Indians were at first bewz}dered
at the onslaught of the political and military offensive as
also of the intellectual fervour. For more than a century
the Indians watched the game as passive spectators,_but almost
fired by imagination, as a result of the renaissance inaugurated
by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, they cqmpeted with Western scholars
to refute many of the theories which were regarded as unaccept-
able. The mntroduction of Western education and 'the‘flow
of Western ideas excited among Indians keen interest In history
which struck deep roots in the country, and prod_uced far-
reaching results in the political, cultural and social arena.
The Indian response was at first defensive to the charges
of the Western scholars who carried on a bitter attack on
Indian culture and way of life. James Mill, Elliot, Dowson,
Maine, Stephen, Wheeler were very vehement in their polemics.
Not having any historical tradition of their own to match
the Western techniques, the Indians were at first defensive,
but soon realised that the best way to defend was to attack.
Their response was in two ways. First, they plunged themselves
to know well their own past, which resulted in the hunting
for the sources, ransacking the repositories, learning of Pali,
Prakrit and Sanskrit, and understanding the essence of the
Western historical thought. Secondly, armed with the new
technique they proceeded to blast the Western attack. They
asserted that the true history of India during the British period
did not consist in the activities of the East India Company
or the British Crown, but in the activities of India's own
people. They formulated their own ideas on history, which
stated that the real significance of history lies in the trans-
formation of Indian society through the exertions of its own
people.

~ The excitment of historical consciousness among the
lr)d'lans led to some important results. It opened the vast
vistas of India's hoary past with limitless variety and profun-
dity of thought, which intoxicated the Indian mind with national
pride and fervour. It dragged them into an argumentative
and challenging mood with the western critics. It served as
an instrument for social reforms; a political device in the
hands of the nationalists, an unifying force in the hands of
Some, and a divisive element in the hands of others. From
the beginning Indological studies were regarded as a very
Powerful medium to assist the national cause. History was
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increasingly pressed into service for political purposes. Swami
Dayanand Saraswathi, Swamy Vivekananda, V.D. Savarkar,
Mrs. Annie Besant, and a host of others felt that the moral,
material and spiritual development of India in the past was
higher than that of the contemporary West. K.P. Jayaswal
thought that long pefore Europe built up democratic and
self-governing institutions, India had known thgm and had
practised them. He went to the extent of saying that the
republican ‘tribes in India knew parliamentary system, that
the voting of grants was in vogue and that the king delivered
the address from the throne to the assemblies. To 'refute
the western argument that India was a conglomeration of
diverse creeds and conflicting interests, R.K. Mookerji wrote
THE FUNDAMENTAL UNITY OF INDIA, in which was brought
out the real unity amidst diversity. A HISTORY OF INDIAN
SHIPPING AND MARITIME ACTIVITY by the same author
was intended to prove Indian interest in all walks of life.
Rajnarayan Bose, Bhudev, Mukherji, Chandranath Basu, Bankim
Chandra Chatterji and others felt that Indians would remain
unrivalled in the realm of thought. India's greatness was
shown even in science and technology, guns and artillery
and even aeroplane in the Epic Age. The supporting evidence
for this was no other than Hanuman's trip to Sri Lanka.

Although to fight for the righteous cause of freedom
the use of history was understandable, its departure from
balanced judgment and correct perspective led to certain
harmful results. Unfortunately the wrong use of history at
least in one area proved disastrous in the long run. Distortions
of historical facts to refute the polemics of the West was
different from giving a communal colour to our own history.
The part played by the Turks, Afghans, Persians and the Mu-
ghals became a subject of "inspired accounts of the long-
drawn struggles between the Rajputs and the Muslims, in
which the Rajputs aimost. always came out with flying colours.
Every Rajput became a hero and his rival was depicted as
a devil". Latest researches reveal how subjective were the
Western scholars of the type of Elliot, Dowson, Wilks, Wheeler
Lane-Poole and Vincent Smith, particularly in re‘5pec‘t of’
the Muslim rule in India, and unfortunately our own brethren
also fell into their trap. History became the wholesale shop
to supply ideas to such retailers as dramatists, novelists
and poets who magnified the theme to create a situatior;
when two brothers ran at the throat of each other.
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This is not to say that the Muslims were not guilty.
They would hardly resist the temptation to retaliate, and
being less sober became more virulent. History became a
battlefield where both Hindus and Muslims, fought to establish
the superiority of their own culture, ignoring the areas of
their common interest. Historical consciousness was misused
to harm each other. Rana Pratap, Shivaji and Ranjit Singh
were heroes to some, Mahmud of Ghazni, Firoze and Aurangzeb,
to others. In Prussia history under Hegel and Ranke had unified
a divided country, in India history proved a source to divide

a united country. History, if well-used;is a blessing; if misused,
spells disaster. '

Historical ideas in India in the {first half of 20th century
bears analogy to the European thought of the Romanticists
era, when emotions and sentiments played the vital role,
and history was written not on the basis of reason but of
instinct. It became a pistol in a child's hand, who did not
know when to use it, and against whom. It was forgotten
that patriotism was a virtue, but history was a science, and
that the two should not be confounded. Objectivity suffered
enormously. British achievements were downgraded. Clive's
Victory at Panipat was attributed to treachery, Sikh defeat
to bribery and Maratha collapse to internal dissensions. One
has to remember that history is not so simplistic as to explain
an entire phenomenon through a single factor, nor is it to
be explained with a particular motive. Research was directed
by the nationalists to find out the pitfalls of the British such
as economic exploitation, impoverishment of India, neglect
of lnd@n trade and industry, top heavy centralisation, enormous
expenditure on the army, military exploits outside the country,
and numerous other errors of omission and commission, but
Eziﬁmen_tlon was made to give them credit for the political
Cticmcatlfon of the laqd, uniformity of administration, introdu-
the coo Western science, arts and techqology, opening of
rationajunt;y _through .roads,' canals. and railways, adopting a
or o amine policy, introducing local self-government
o alntammg. co_mmupal harmony and peace throughout
he land.‘A fair historian should censure for the wrong but
inge credit for the good. What happened in India was that
In the court of events history was not seen seated on the
Judge's chair, but was lost in the advocate's gallery.
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Such of those nationalists who realised the harmiul
effects of alienating the Muslims from the national cause
attempied to bring about Hindu-Muslim unity through an
over-zealous effort of minimising the differences and magnify-
ing the areas of agreement. Here the British became the
scape goat and the villains of the piece. The entire history
of Muslim rule in India was shown as a period when there
was no Hindu-Muslim problem. The point to note is that his-
torians were divided into different camps or schools of thought-
There was the extremist school of Rajanarain Bose, Chandranafh
Basu, A.C. Das, K.P. Jayaswal, V.D. Savarkar and others
who asserted Hindu superiority over others. The second repré-
sented 1hg nationalist school of Major D. Basu, A.C. Majumdar,
C.Y. Chintamani and Surendranath Banerjee, who expos€
the economic exploitation of India by the British. It should
also be said to the credit of Indian scholarship that there
was a Ranke type of history as well which was represented

by such‘ scholars as Jadunath Sarkar, R.G. Bhandarkar, Raya-
chaudhri, Shafat Ahmed Khan and others.

vl

Historical ideas as gleaned in the pages of Western
scholars  on India present bewildering variety. James Mill
belongs to a dominant school of thought who exercised a
po“{erful mflugng:e on the writing of history in the subsequent
pert'nodh. An utilitarian philosopher who used history for his
Z,e,d tMiC;EiYmOf pragmatic approach, he condemned both Hindus
primary r $, not to glorify the British, but to indicate the
" he Cg’nd?t§Ponsxbnllty of the Government which was to improve
Wilkins (lic;(l):;r )(:f the people. Sir William Jones, Charles
that the H'mdo eh and Princep were orientalists who thought
Elphinstone 1us ad reached a high degree of civilization.

also took a more favourable view of Indian society.

He created an atmos i iti ' 1
e reated completephere for history-writing in India, when

d his HISTORY OF THE MA
\ HARATTAS
;ngj P?Sa]r_n:fswgodd h_hxs THE ANNALS AND ANlTlQUITIES OF
» Which stirred the imagination of the people.

Apart from the |j .
schools of thought, liberal, - conservative and utilitarian

there was the edificatory character of,
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the British rule. W.W. Hunter was the high priest whose HIS-
TORY 'OF BRITISH INDIA, IMPERIAL GAZETTEER OF INDIA
and Rulers of India series set the fashion. Vincent Smith
carried things to the extreme, who would see in Akbar only
"a monstrous growth of unrestrained autocracy". Smith shudd-
ered to imagine what India, “"would be again if the hands
of the benevolent despotism, which now holds her in its iron
grasp, should be withdrawn". It is a pity that Smith was not
alive to see the day when India. became the architect of
the Commonwealth and presented to the British Crown its
brightest jewel. Moreland set the pace for economic history
of India, and analysed the revenue and agrarian system during
the Muslim period. He was also the first to indicate the primacy
of economics in human life, and suggested for India controlled
economy where the State could regulate all production, con-
sumption and distribution. He judged the prosperity of a country
by two factors. One is whether any encouragement for produ-
ction exists or not, and the other, whether equitable distri-
bution of wealth is possible in that society or not. He ack-
nowledged that India of Akbar's times was more advanced
than Western Europe.

One more significant feature of Western historiography
in the realm of ideas is the philosophic trend. by which certain
historians attempted to examine Indian issues in the light
of current European thought. These historians, such as Henry
Maine, James F. Stephen and Alfred Lyall, who carried from
India finest element of Indian intellectual life of the past
interacted with the political philosophy of the times of Europe,
and tried to offer solutions to political issues, which were
causing increasing tension. They belonged to a genuine liberal
group of intellectuals, who believed that the rise of British
power in India was the result of sudden accidental factors
and not of fraud, greed or aggression. Their main aim was
to suggest that the British rule was to be viewed as the fruit
of logical and historical causes, that Sanskrit was a member
of the Arvan family of languages, that the village community
in India was a legacy of the Aryan ipstitution, that India
was a repository of ancient languages, usages and philosophy,
and that India could be of great help in understanding Europe
of the distant past. These thinkers were trying to show that
both the English and the Indians had a common parentage,
that they belonged to the same Aryan stock, and that they
were bound by a spiritual relationship, which was centuries
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old, unlike the political relationship of the recent times.
They further thought that in the race for progress, India
ceased subsequently to keep pace, and that the Europeans
first through the Greeks, then the Romans, the Germans,
the French and finally the English maintained a steady progress.
The English were in India, argued the philosopher historians,
to pass on the benefits of this progress. "We did not create
it. We deserve no special credit for it... But we have received
it, and as we have received it so we shall pass it on".

In their analysis of this historicism, they put a question
why the Aryans in India did not excite the concept of nation-
alism in the East, whereas they did it in the West. They an-
swered that the caste rigidities in India stood in the way.
Hunter in his ANNALS OF RURAL BENGAL brought out
the theory that the Brahmanical class threw all manual labour
on to the lowest caste and itself became so weak as to permit
more vigorous people to invade and dominate over them.
Wheeler said that India failed to develop national sentiments
because of the tyranny of brahminical priesthood which des-

troyed political loyalties, promoted religious hold, and facili-
tated foreign attack.

Alfred Lyall's analysis as to why India succumbed to
frequent foreign attacks was not so much the disunity that
prevailed at the time but the failure to develop any other
form of Government except despotism. Whereas Greece experi-
mented with such forms of Governments as monarchy, aristo-
cracy, oligarchy, plutocracy, democracy, tyranny and dictator-
ship, India knew no other form of Government than monarchy.
All Governments in India tended to be unwieldy, top-héavy,
over-centralized and dependent upon the military leader.
With his fall, the whole structure would come down. Thiew
State did not establish a powerful eclesiastical order whnc“
could be a balancing force. Whereas Rome had Cc}:u.sf::mfy
primitive religions in Eurqpe in thg interest 91 thensinteres';
and Islam had done that in the Middle East in the Muslims

+ was made even when the Musi
of Islam, no such attempt w : iy, Lyall explained
: itical ascendency in India. Finally, Ly tor

ained politica’ 2 ' in the logic of historys
B it uest of India lay Int ady
that the British cong der the Great there had been a sté Y
for ever smce, Alexandet rds the East, whether they wis

he Westerners towa ders, the Turks
push of the Arabs, the Crusaders
the Greeks, the Romans,
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the Afghans or the Mughals. The other nations to join the
race later were the Portuguese, the Dutch, the French and

the English. Lyall built up the theory of perenniai contest
between the East and the West.

Lyall drew certain other lessons from history. Over-
centralized Governments were sure to fall. The British were
reaching soon that point. Any number of roads, canals, railways
and telegraphs would not prevent the doom. Therefore, he
recommended decentralization and commended Ripon's idea
of local self-government. For the same reasons of larger
imperial interest, he desired to retain the princely states
as a balancing force, as a citadel of conservatism that might
stem the tide of liberal forces. No more writing on the wall
was required than what happened in 1857 as a result of Dal-
housie's policy. Could we say that in the context of the pre-
sent situation in Free India, Lyall's plea for decentralization
has some meaning? Any way, Lyall said that the British had
to learn from Akbar who had annexed only that much as
to make his power paramount, but Aurangzeb committed
the folly of expanding too much, which he could not consoli-
date and that resulted in the downfall of the Mughal Empire.

A few other interesting ideas were set forth by these
thinkers. Sir James Stephen in his LIBERTY, EQUALITY FRA-
TERNITY argued that the modern democratic state was neither
a heaven of liberty nor of equality but an "all-powerful des-
potism in the hands of a gifted-minority", that the Englishman
who was unwilling to share power with his next-door neighbour,
Ireland, would be much more unwilling to quit India. He felt
that the modern state was militarily so strong that people
were forced to be submissive, that military strength and
€conomic power of the State left no choice to the people
except to settle their differences through counting of heads
rather than breaking of heads, and that the ideal of happiness
W&s not a constant concept but a fluctuating one from time
to time. The conclusions drawn by Stephen were that the
British record in India was morally correct, scientifically sound
and politically justified. The justification was based, not on race,
Culture, language or outlook but on authority and military
force required to rule over India in order to implement the
ideal of happiness. To obtain material prosperity, a price



220 ' India Past and Present

had to be paid. Law and order, peace and economic growth,
science and arts, would be conferred on Indians, if liberty
was not demanded. But the ideal of happiness the Ipdians
envisaged coincided with the liberal views of such thinkers
as John Bright who thought that the .Brmsh who preached
liberty at home should practice that in India.

Thus ideas have cffered a great challenge to the philo-
sophical minds in brder to explain the events of the past.
Among the Indian historians Professor Muhammad Habnb was
at pains to explain the main currents of Central Asian thrust
on India. He says that our medieval Indian History should
be regarded neither as military nor as foreign rule but as
an urban revolution carried out in northern India by the Ghorian
Turks who were on the borders of India, not strictly outside
the geographical limits of the country; and that the political
change was merely the substitution of the Ghorian Turks
for the "Thakurs" as the governing class. This change of Govern-
ment led to the enfranchisement of the Indian city workers
who were liberated from age old bondage. In spite of the persist-
ing attacks of the Mongols for three generations they could
not succeed in reducing India, although elsewhere in Asia
and Europe they had reduced every culture to the ground.
Like Frederick J. Turner of American historiography, Professor
Habib makes the f{frontier theory a determinant in history.
He believed that by studying masses of men rather than
ruling elite, we could get the spirit of history. "In the march
of mankind it is the masses - the worker and the peasant
- that count most". Professor Habib should also be remembered
for a new interpretation, which kept sentiments under control.
It needed great courage before 1947 for a Muslim to say
in respect of Mahmud of Ghanzni, "Isiam sanctioned neither
the vandatism nor the plundering motives of the invader...
It is easy to twist one's conscience, and we know only too

well how easy it is to find a religious justification for what
people wish to do from worldly motives"

.

Among others who have been bold enough to strike
an unconventional path in the jungle of historical thought,
mention may be made of H.C. Raychaudhri, who warned the
historians that neither the wand of the magician nor the
trick of the conjurer could lift the veil of darkness that
shrouded the past unless a sincere attempt was made to collect
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every bit of relevant data of incontrovertible nature. He
did not think that AHIMSA was a very .helpful concept in
history. It led to disastrous consequences in the case of dt:g_
Mauryan Empire and also of the Guptg Empire. Ray;rllau fr;
calls Asoka a misguided idealist, primarily responsible fo
the decay of the Empire. At the time of the Greek menace,
what was needed, according to ‘Raychaudhri, was the cahbrﬁ
of a Porus or Chandragupta, but Asoka was a dreamer, althoug
a great and noble kind. "Asoka's attempt to end war met
with the same fate as the similar endeavour of President
Wilson".

Vil

Thus the world of ideas has become radically plural.
in history. It has gained much from varied sources, 'pursued
in varied ways, yielding varied results. But there is some
relation in them, all being the attempts to know the unknown.
A question could be asked what wisdom could we hopfe to
get from such an enterprise? What do we get out of Fhe inte-
gration of these ideas? The answer may be that it would
tell us how man understands his past,' how 'the world has
come to be what it is today. "World history is the progress
of the consciousness of freedom - a progress whose necessity
it is our business to comprehend". Nations emerge from qb;—
curity, seek to impose themselves on others, and vanish.
It is the business of history not only to say \yhat has happened
but also to grasp the rationality of. the entire process. ldegs
have made history a new science of intense mte[lectual pursuit.
From the Renaissance period it has gone on adding new dxrpen-
sions to its activity, although the classical and the meduj.-val
Periods too did not lack ideas. Herodotus apd Thucxdldes
were at their best dealing with contemporary issues. History
Was at the service of theology in the medlgval .world, and
theology itself had high wings to soar'ir) the mjagmary‘world
of its own. St. Augustine gave a rehgnous' twist to hnstpry,
Which could not stand the test of Renaissance hgmam_sm.
History developed rhetoric and literature, forged its links
with political philosophy, with pohﬂgal economy, wm) na_tur_'al
science, with sociological studies, with psychology, Withhlur:!i‘"
Prudence, thus widening its net to know what worthwhile
things man is doing in the world. Ildeas in history help us
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to understand what man finds in the world, and how the whol:
thing he sees is brought about. It is the glory of history tha
it touches the world of ideas wherever they exist.

My purpose would be served if | bring home to my
colleagues the immensity and the universality of our discipline
which is coterminus with nature. We may agree with Spengler
that reality has only two aspects, the world as history and
the world as nature. This devolves on us a great challenge
to comprehend its meaning, and to develop the capacity 10
see all things purely as objects of understanding. We shopld
rise to that pitch where a feyw pages of history could give
more insight into the human mind than many volumes .°f
metaphysics. We should make history a 'major industry’ whlgh
could satisfy the current social needs, whether of an adminis-
trator or a statesman, or a playwright, or a novelist, or a
journalist or a social scientist. Cicero was right in saying,
"Not to know what took Place before you were born is to
remain for-ever a child". Ideas in history rush to the aid
of any activity, whether founding a new nation, or justifying
a legal code, or explaining a cuyltura) change, or examining

a new theory or advocating a revolution. History gives depth
to your thoughts,

Many a time thoughts reach Sublime heights to teach
hqmamty €ven inconvenient truth. As for example Woodrow
Wilson's remark: "Nations are renewed from bottom, not
;rom the top. Everything I know of history, every bit of e,XPe"‘
ience and observation has confirmed me in ¥he conviction
that the real wisdom of human life is com ounded out of
the experience of ordinary men. The P e o

i ; utilj itali
the fruitage of life courses, 1y, the vitality,

like the natura) i a
great tree from the soil, up through the trunk, intogtrl?:gr\anoches,

to the foliage and the fryit. The grea .
masses of the men who are at theg ba:e ng“geg\img annowz
the dynamic force that is lifting the levels oferyth_mg arA
natien is as great and only as great as her rankSOCleWT N
This refutes the theory of great’ men ag the and file.

in history. ldeas present before us Mmoving  spirit

an  excitin N
the march of men across the centuries, ang thge IDITl]Ctlure of
of human beings trying to pass on to us a b ultitudes

etter Jife than
Breat drama of

ever engaged in

their own. The world of ideas depict the

life in which characters of all types are
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a fight to win the battle between right and wrong. A‘ hlstozlasr:
is not a photographer holding a camera, but a pa%mﬁ;cezs-
In his skill to produce a MONA LISA, hence history fxs' s
arily subjective and individual, and hence my refrain ha
a historian is a statesman of ideas and a poet of the mind.

History is the reflection of the genius gf a people vn;(hncdh
results in labour that builds the cultural heritage of man Anh
In this process ideas become the pulsating current wlxc
gives life to history, whose chronicle is more for corf\fterr;p a;;
ion on causes, conditions, character, natu:_'e .and effects ¢
the events. The advances of invention, varieties of economic
Organisation, the experiments in Gove_rnments, the aspirations
of the religions, the patterns of the social change, the panorama
of morals and manners, the masterpieces of art, llt'eratgre,
Philosophy and science, all are the products of _rnan; mind,
Which deserve greater attention in history. Creative historio-
graphy would emerge when we try to synthesise the uqltl)l
°f human life in perceiving that behind the political, social,
€conomic or cultural factors, there is a spark or flash that
forms the genesis of our history. It is a filtering process
in search of the ultimate cause, and we land ourselves_ on
"ideas". Institutions, adventures and ways are but the ‘/ehJCJ§s
of the same motivating force which takes us to strange lands.

H we analyse why Egyptian, Babylon@an or Assyngn
Cultures are d:ad,yand lnc{ian %ulture is sti.ll. allye and Qynamlq,
We would find that creative cross fertlllsatlor! of 1deaslxs
Stll strong in India. 1 would illustrate my point by taking
only one leaf from our most recent history. In the post—mqe-
Pendence era a super craftsman in ideas conceived of a policy
Whereby India, neither commanding the military power of
merica nor the economic strength of Russia wou!d_ command
the respect of both, and act as the most decisive factor
N worlg affairs. A new concept of balancing force, deeply
o0ted in the middle path of Buddha, a sort of neutrality,
MOl the passive role of Switzerland, but the active push ?f
the non-aligned, a third alternative not to barter away one's
self respect by joining either of the military blocks, and a
Pillar of moral strength which supports right causes_by adopting
Peaceful yet effective means, were all the brain-waves of
°ne great soul, Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, the leader who brought
glory to India,
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The greatness of India is that it has not been averse
to absorb ideas from any quarter, which get fertilised in
its rich tradition of assimilation. Culturally, India has been
reinvigorated by mental contact with the West from Alexander's
ume, with the Middle East from the rise of Islam and with
Europe from the time of Vasco da Gama. Spiritually - the
area of its supreme pride - it has kept the dynamo of its
churning thoughts rotating from the time of Mohenjo-daro
to Gandhiji. Open the pages of the UPANISHADS or GEETHA
or GEETHANJALI, you will be struck by the wonder of ideas.
Go to Taj or Puri temple or Golden temple, you would be
amazed by the richness of jdeas. What are our Shankaras,
Madhavas, Kabirs, Tulsidas, Gury Nanak, Shah Wali-Ullah
r Arvi.nd Ghosh, if they are not a powerhouse of ideas? Socially,
a fabnc' of diverse strands is woven into a unique pattern
by the_ Inner urge to find unity in diversity - a concept of
_deep significance to Indja. Politically, the battle of Krukshetra
in ideas has gone on through the ages, and at no time sO
intensively as at present, to retain integrity and solidarity,
unity and harmony - ideas that decide the destiny of a nation.
Economically, the passage of India from feudalism and medieva-
lism to modernism and the marvel of science, have all been

magic of progressive ideas which is
our goal.

Before the eng of the centur

in wealth and trade, and in knowledge

"the tolerance and the gentle-
ness of the matyre mind; the quiet content of unacquisitive

soul, the calm of the understandin iri fui
ifyi . B Spirit, and a unifying
pacifying love for aj living things", L?et t,his be  the '{deaz

or the message to the nation : .
; . of the Kash the
Indian History Congress. mir Session of

DRAVIDIAN SETTLEMENTS IN ANCIENT POLYNESIA

Clyde Ahmad Winters

E. J. HANDY, the leading Oceanic ethnologist of the
1930's, hypothesized that the Polyneslans resulteq from twc’>
'waves of migration', the first had 'lndxan Brahma(\lcal culturﬁ
and the second coming from 'Dynastic Indo-Malaysian culture'.
he originators of these civilizations were Proto-Dravidians
of India and Southern China.

Bellwood is positive that the original home of the zAustro-
nesjan group was southern China and Southeast Asia. All

of thejr domesticated plants and animals first came from
this area, 3

The ancestors of the Austronesian speakers were probably
Participants in the Yangshan and Longshanoid cultures. These

People had pottery, domesticated cattle and pigs, grain and
Writlng,Q

These early southern Chinese were prgdommantly of
Yueh origin. The Yueh were probably the. flrst_settlers of
Melanesia. [n Melanesia they developed a distinctive stamped
ad incised pottery: Lapita (culture), and expanded eastward
aCross the Pacific 3500 years ago. The Yueh group was pre-
dominantly Blacks (of Manding and Dravidian origin). The
eCline in pottery making in Polynesia after 500 BC probably
resulted from the expansion of classical mongoloids frpm
Annam  ang Indonesia, and Yi tribes from Eastern China,
€astward across the Pacific.

i ' tvili-
The Yueh were the founders of Chma‘s ancient civi
Zations including the Shang and Xia dynasties. > The forerunner
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of Shang and Xia was the Longshan culture. The san dai (three
major dynasties) of China were Xia, Shang and Zhou. An
old saying among the Zhou said that "The rituals/or rules/
of the three Dynasties are one... the Yin (Shang) inherited
their rituals/or rules/from the Xia".

The first Emperor of China was Fuxi/Fuhi (2953-2838);
he is described as "woolly haired and black". In the Shu Zhing/
Shu Chiang the Xia are called li-min 'black people’.

The Xia are believed to have belonged to the Erlitou
culture. The founder of the Xia dynasty was Emperor Yu.
The Yueh tribes are descendant from the founders of the

Xia dynasty. Many members of the Yueh tribe spoke Proto-
Dravidian and Manding Languages.$

The Chinese historical text claims that Xia was outlined
by the Yi, Lo, Yellow and Zhi rivers. In this geographical
area the Erlitou culture was predominant. The dates for Erlitou
are 2030-1530 BC. The FErlitou culture is characterized by
bronze vessels of the chueh type, jades, and palace foundations.

The Xia dynasty was located in Henan and Shaanxi.
According to the Ku ben Zhu Shu Zhi Nien, "The Xia Dynasty)
from Yu to Zhieh had seventeen kings.... and lasted 47] years'".

Early Shang and Xia were closely related. They both
shared elements from the Longshanoid and Erlitoy cultures.
For example, the Taosi ruins, a Longshan sjte between the
Fenhe and Changshan ranges, is considered a middle and late

Xia period site. The people of Xia were of the Yueh ethnic
group.

The geographical center of Xia was
mountains. The Yueh of Xia wer
unicated with each other b
that connected the Xia towns

in the Songshan
e great sailors. Cities comm-
y sailing along rivers and canals

The capital of Xia

. Is believed to have been located
in the Gaocheng area. The

name of the capital of Xia was
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Yangcheng. In the Bamboo Annals, it Iis said tf":atMOI:;norr;g_
the desendants of Xia, Yu resided at Yang'chengf .Y o e
searchers believe that the legendary Xia capxte_;l of Yang

is the Wang Cheng Gang mound near the Wuau river.

The Yueh peoples of Xia and Shang had htwo a;natjr?;
totems. The totem of the Manding speaking Yuehs wle The
snake and/or lizard (dragon). The Drgvxdlan Yueh peop
the bird and/or peasant as their totem.

v hchih  or  Kuishuang
The Yueh were also called Yue C

(Kushana; Inueancient times the Yuehchihs C°""°“§g Climtr:el
Asia and much of China until the first cen’turi/he Y.uehchih
Pali Chronicles, the Ramayana and Mats)'a’y eh of North
were called Yakshas or Kosar. Although 'tr;?‘ l;on Xi Shuo
China established Xia, according to the .Yl hlayUehgof south-
by Fu Ssumein, the Shang were united with the

west China.

The name Kuishuang (Kushana) for the \ueI]\Z:lhT;r)‘?smti:
10 a western origin for some of the Yuehdpeop es. This ie
an historical reality because the Proto-Dravi 1aCn§,1 Rgaw“nson,
Migrations across Asia from Iran. Acc_ordmg to gf. Ry
Much of ran was called Kushiva in the culnel:/)ere cript.
During the Kassite period of Iran, the peopz were called
Kashshy, The Kassite language is closely relate
vidian group.

The Elamites were known as the 'Peoplebé’{h t{;‘faﬁgi“;r;
The Elamites spoke a language closely related to
and Manding.

The name of the Elamites is interesting b:czx:\s;erii
SUBBESts that the founders of Shang were related to t eued Yi.
shabitants of Elam. The founders of Shang are 3 slated
i means 'Grea; Bow-man'. The symbel for 'Yl ls,traz ung
as Tagung. This character has two parts : ta ‘great an_smgjang
'a bow 8 The name Yi, and similarity in the name KU“dence
(KF’Shana) and Kashshu highlight the archaeological evi cient
bointing to a Western origin for many elements of an
hinese civilizationd
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The. original Shang also came from the West. The ihl;lese
point to the Kunlun mountains as a source for the S:Z) gt.he
This is interesting. Kunlun was a general term §J1sed up ould
Tang Dynasty for Asiatic and African negroes. This wThiS
explain the name li-chiang (Black Chiang) for the Shang. bold
suggest that the Kunlun range was an ancient strongh, N
of the Yueh tribes before they colonized much of China.

The Zhou cailed the Shang, li-min (black people). Tlt)ie
Zhou were the first Hua or Han rulers of China. In the Zhou

_ 7
the Zhou claimed that the Shang had 'black and oily skin'.
The negroid ori

gin of the Shang is supported by a Zhou bronze
inscription (c.771 BC), which observes that:

"King/ Wu (son of king Wen) conquered Shang on the
morning  of/the day/jia zi.

Having seized the (Shang')‘
ding-couldrons, and vanquished the dark (Shang) king.
In the Shang poem Xuan Niao, we r t "Heaven
bade the dark bird/To come down and bear sr?::g.'tﬂhf According
to the Yin Ben Zhi, the founding ancestor of Shang was Xieh
a member of the Tyzy clan. Here we read that: "Yin's Xieh,
his mother, was Chien Ti, a )
persons wen

daughter of
t to ﬁake a bath. T

indi clan. The study

groups of late Shangny\j:rge lndlcaFe that the two main racial

(like the Austronesian Speak| e8roids ang classical Mongolo:ds
INg mongoloids)15

As

> YOU knoy me
Dravidian tribes o’f the peasant was an early totem for s°

twe d b Osar origin. 1t is interesting
Ind birg Myths s
On the coast of Chi

el
. ) alize
uch as this one mainly centr
na.'s

229
. ia
Dravidian Settlements in Ancient Polynesi

. : ded Xia
tribe which foun .
rs of the Yueh of the Xia
k Mrany'lm::nb!\(/elanding. The totem for IT::yaS mentioned
was a bird. The Yueh originally “Veﬁ- a
a . . na.
earlier,’? from here they migrated to Chi

- Xieh
- wh> was assisted by h
The founder of X::g\ﬁ:tsorY ‘of floods and storing wate!
for hang. Yu was ases”’ The Chinese tra eriod when
fo_r agrlcu‘ltural. Pul’gﬁ r;\ay relate to ‘the .ﬁrst ;3 Ioose CON-
Xieh working with roups became organized round near rivers
EzgerYaltiar?don Ucei‘:y gstates located on high ground Ne
o
and streams.

i Iture
of the Lapita cultu

iority of the ancestors (of the bird

bea The ma]g;lstgendants of the coastal aYs;J)?hand Xia. The

Tr)ers were orted the first Shang Dyn s. The {first Shang

clan) who sUPP‘ded into two dynastic gro“%.'an) based at Bo

3$i2§tywevrvz$dl;:edominately negroid (Dr:vi\';s led by classical

d at Anyang ; ;

(r::O)’ t1he-dse(ch-n(§ d‘%lrr\‘:StYyinbgls’eYi made their capital at Anyang

ongoloids in). hang.
theygruled for the last 273 years of Shang

i-Chi {Black Chian%).
1di hang were called h-Chnang_ DAk oard. s
™ har Drav{?‘lza;tison \%as o th tlle Easchl;ng innovations
e Shang civili d by the fact that suc g innovations
This view is supporte o StructureS),. turtleshle 5 tomb_con-
as hangtu (pounded _:as e originated ao:s ne Pacific
Z;;L;)CJ;SQ’ZObonincaar;i/cln?ion southern N:?th(b'rg)lre\lzd< b e
. ‘ ' 1 is along A
ergggstezrew;?:ntslgaarl{é thi?h are also found on the ¢ ,

indicate analogy.

. the Chiang-li,
_ ed Shang to Anyang, in-Shang .22
. When the Yin mzvcountr)’ to the Wes‘;=oorf ;(xlample g‘he
lived in Chiang Fang, aged in many wars. [ roups.23 These
The Yi and Yueh e“giﬁ conflict with the Yltagtes until they
)\Ela people \,Terfi Ofct:f)rr:quered the Xia city-s
I tribes slowly

became Yin-Shang.

€ lang e r I ie
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Chiang', they were the agricultural workers and artisans
of Yin-Shang. These Yueh people were also used in Yin-Shang
ancestral rites as sacrifice victims according to the oracle
bone inscriptions. The -difference between the populations
of Xia (Yueh) and Yin-Shang (Yi) would support Ting Shan's
hypothesis that the founders of the san dai were of different
ethnic groups.24 The cultures of Xia, Shang and Zhou probably
remained constant because there was a carry over of the
Xia culture traits by both the Yi and Hua when they founded
their own empires and made slaves of the li-min (i.e., Dravidian
and Manding speaking people).

This would explain the passage in the Li Zhi, which
says that "the regulations of the Three dynasties are the
same and all the people follow them". Confucius is quoted
in the Wei Zheng (The Confucian Analects) as saying that
"the Yin Dynasty followed the regulations of the Xia, wherein
it took from or added to them may be known; the Zhou Dynasty

followed the regulations of the Yin: wherein it took from
" or added to them may be known".25

After the fall of the Yin-Shang, the Yueh people were
forced out of the north by the Zhou, into Shandong, Zhejiang,

Fujian, Jiangxu and Guangdong. Later they spread into Anhui
and Henan.26

After the fall of Shang many Dravidians of north China
took their ships and began to search the Pacific for new home-
lands. Many of the Pacific Islands as far as Japan were occupied
by Proto-Dravidians by 1000 BC27 Thus the classical mongo-
loids mainly settied the Philippines and Indonesia which wgre

sparsely populated by Negro and Negrito tribes after the
fall of Shang.

The Proto-Melanesians were mainly 3 mixed ro
of Yueh tribesmen. It was more than likely that it wa§ ﬂ‘:z

Yueh people that spread the negroid type throy h
of the Pacific and Lapita culture. ghout  much

This theory of an early Yueh migration to

would explain the stone images of the Necker Islands, pﬁf,yl?siﬂg
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by Kirch, which shows negroid features and are different
from classic Hawaiian anthropomorphic figures in stone or
wo00d.28 In addition there is a unique relief carving from Moa-
nalua Valley, O'ahu, now in the Bishop Museum that reserzréblgs
the Fu Tzu/Fu Hao inscription without the Fu element: s
mentioned earlier, Tzu is the clan name of the Shang.

Thus migration of the Yin-Shang southeastward after
the fa]) uof trS\Eanggto Zhou may have forced the YL_Jeh below
the Yellow river, from the mainland on to .the_Pac1fxc.Islands.
Other Yueh tribes were absorbed by the Yi tribes. This wo_uld
explain the bird myths along China'_s eastern co.astal region
and in Polynesia. The bird-egg motif is also found in Eolyngsxa,
where Tangaroa Maui, the creator god, had a similar birth
to that of Xieh, founder of Shang?d

The second Dravidian migration to the Pacific Islands
took place from the Yunnan area. Ancignt Yunnan had many
diverse ethnic groups living in the province which was called
Gandhara upto the late 13th century. The multi-ethnic character
of Yunnan's inhabitants is evident from the various ethnic
8roups depicted on the bronze vessels from a Dien tomb from
Shih Zhaishan, Yunnan.3'

T inated trade in Yunnan and the Yue empire
in Zhouhetixz(z1 ldnor?ll\r;achu Shu Ji Nian (The Bamboo Anna;s),
there is mention of the arrival of an ambassador and trading
Parties from Tayao in Yunnan during the Zhou dynasty. These
ambassadors gave the King Zheng Wang a monkey that l:»vas
Called kudang3? Kudang is the Dravidian term for monkey.

The Yueh of Yunnan, built their empire on the Changjian
(Yangtze) and Mekong rivers. It was in the area of Lake Dian,
MOt far from North Vietnam, that Dongson culture originated.

The Dravidian speakers of Dongson were called Ysksh%sd
Kosar or Kamboja.?? According to Indian records, yk 0
BC the Yaksha were in possession of the land facing Sri Lanka:

idi i Yueh tribes from
The spread of the Dravidian speaking :
South lndiapto China at this early date would explain the
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use of the same ?ointed butt axes from Brahmasiri in India
to Southeast Asia.’> In addition, by this time the South Indian
adzes were distributed across Polynesia and Japan.l‘6

Another Proto-Dravidian group from Southeast Asia
were the Kamboja.}7 Other elements in Yunnan spoke an
aspect of the Manding language; they were also part of the
Yuehchih confederation that formerly lived in Gansu, before
they were forced southward by the Hua (Chinese) tribes after
125 BC.

K.C. Chang has suggested that people influenced by
the Longshan culture took civilization to Thailand?® He believes
that Longshan culture reached the Red river and the Mekong
headwaters and spread throughout Southeast Asia.

Members of the Yueh tribe as they carried the Longshan
culture into Thailand may have founded culture at Phung
Nguyen and settled Ban Chiang after 2500 BC. At Phung
Nguyen settlers cultivated rice, and practiced animal husbandry
between 2500-1800 BC. The oldest skeletal remains found
In this area are negroid.

The Yueh also settled Ban Na Di. which dates 1o 1400
BC. From 500 BC up until the beginning of the Christian
era we find sudden changes in the pottery; this suggests the
arrival of an alien population of classical mongoloig type.

The Dong-son bronze culture originated in Yyp
son style bronzes have been found in burials at
Zhiengchuan near lake Dien. In addition the Yy
of Shihzhaishan, Taizishan and Lizhiashan para)je]
Dong-son sites of the Tonkin Gulf, common styles includ
bronze kettles, bronze axes, bronze weapons, cattle cune
and common decorative motifs. » Peacocks

han. Dong-
Anning and
unnan sites
the classical

The Dong-son culture bearers encouraged the
of the second wave of classical mongoloids from
to Polynesia. This group probably began to occupy
after 200 BC.

migration
Indonesia
Polynesia

“Sihcuan, The Shu state was separate
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The Dong-son culture extended from 800-111 BC. Between
500 BC and 1000 AD Dravidian elements began to spread across
the Pacific. During this early metals period Southeast Asian
[slanders, Taiwanese and Philippine Islanders shared ceramic
styles and practiced jar burials.’” The carnelian beads used
in the metal age burials were of Indian origin®® In addition
metal age sites in the Sunda Islands of Dong-son and Western
Melanesia show affinities.*! This indicates that Dravidians
were trading and colonizing Islands in the Pacific during this
period.

The Yueh people were soon being pressured by the
Qin (255-206 BC) rulers. The major Yueh states before the
rise of Qin were Yue-Wu and Ba-Shu. The Yue-Wu states
are part of the 'geometric impressed pottery culture’ of
Seuth China. The Yue-Wu empire was conquered by the Chinese
King Weiwang of the Chu State. This culture extended from
the South China Sea to Taiwan.

The Ba-Shu state was established in the southwest
In Sichuan and the Dian state of Yunnan. The people of Ba
were referred to as southern Man. They may represent the
ancestors of the Baiman, Puman and Wuman%Z The Shu people
were Manding and Dravidian speaking Yueh tribesmen descended
from the Yueh tribes which founded Xia.

According to a Chinese legend, Huangdi or the Yellow
Emperor had his son Changyi marry a woman from Shushanshi.
Their son was Gaoyang, who was known as Diku or Emperor
Kun. His branch descendants became enfeoffed at Shu a_nd
continued in the ranks of hou and bo throughout the Xia,

Shang and Zhou dynasties.*’

The diversity of ethnic groups in Ba-Shu is made evident
in the Buckle ornament with a ritual scene from tomb No.24,

at Lijishan in Jiangchuan.*4

in the area of Chengdu,

T centered :
he Ba state was d from the central plains

by Qin and Ba.
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The Ba-Shu made ordinary earthen pit graves and boaj

coffins. They worked in bronze and had their own writing.
The artifacts from Dapona resemble the bronzes from Lake
Dian, a centre of the Dong-son.

Yunnan was also the homeland of the Chinese bronze
drums. The Ba-Shu probably played a role in the distribution
of these drums over Indonesia As early as the 5th century
BC, these bronze drums were introduced into Malaysia, Java
and northern Vietnam.

Both the people of Ba and Shu had a highly developed
boat technology and were known as great seamen.

After the Yue, Ba, and Shu were defeated by Qin,
the Yueh peoples fled to the southwest and into Annam.
During the Han Dynasty the fragmented ‘states' of the Yueh

people, not included in Qin, were nominally incorporated
into the Han empire.

The southward migration of the Yueh peoples after
250 BC probably contributed to the second migration wave
of Dravidian people to the Polynesian area. But most of the
Yueh tribesmen fled to India, rather than the Pacific.47

The earlier presence of Yueh tribesmen in the Pacific
Islands explains the affinity between Austronesian on the
one hand, and Dravidian and Manding languages on the other.
This would support J. Fraser's view that races from India
had settled Polynesia and influenced Hawaiian art.%8 gp
Smith, in 1898, recognized a South Indian influence in Poi :
nesia as well. In addition, J.R. Francisco is sure many Ta alg
terms were borrowed from Tamil. The Dravidian inﬂug 4
in the Philippines and Indonesia may also result fro enﬁe
Yueh migrations to Annam due to wars with the i and
Han armies. Qin and

A comparison of Melanesian, Dravidj .

. . an
Polynesian/Austronesian languages shows conside,rameandmg and
in the area of culture and kinship terms, cognation

of this material indicates that the speakers g;lgt.he?e ﬁa review
nguages
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lived in dwellings established in sedentary villages, led by
chiefs and/or holy men. They hunted with the bow and arrow,
made pottery and possessed writing. In addition, they share
the terms for fish, domesticated animals and root and grain
crops, the deity, and major topographical features.

In addition, an examination of toponyms in China, south-
€ast Asia, South India and Polynesia show many affinities®’
(See Fig. 2) All of this material, historical, archaeological
and linguistic, indicates the validity of the two migration
wave theory of Handy, and his findings of an "Indian" influence
on Polynesia. The Indian influence results from the fact tha:
many Yueh tribesmen spoke an aspect of Tamil, and helped
in the rise of South Indian civilization. >

In summation the historical and archaeological evidence
supports Handy's two wave migration hypothesis. The first
wave of Proto-Dravidians to the Pacific were the Yueh people.
The Yueh probably introduced the Lapita culture, since many
cf the Longshan people used incised red pottery.

The second wave of Dravidians from mainland Asia,
10 settle in the Pacific, came from Yunnan and Annam. These
Dravidians were the Kosar (Kushana) of Indian tradition who
were forced out of Yunnan by the Hua, and in Annam by
the Thai. Following this migration to the Pacific, most Proto-
Dravidians migrated into South India where they were known
as Tamil speakers. The classical mongoloids whe also settled
p.oll}'nesia after 500 BC were heavily influenced by the Dra-
vidians of the Shu and Dong-son cultures.
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Figure 2 : South Indian and Pacific Place Names
[Toponyms collected by Vamos - Toth Bator]
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THE BHUYAN LAND-LORDS AND THEIR ROLE
IN THE ECONOMY OF MEDIEVAL ASSAM

D. Nath

. THE term Bhuyan comes from the Sanskrit word Bhau-
mika, meaning a ‘land-lord' which is equivalent to the Persian
word Zamindar.1 The Bhuyans are common to both Assam
and Bengal and in both countries they are usually referred
10 as Bara Bhuyans - meaning the twelve land-lords, although
the term B3ra does not mean that their number should ne-
cessarily be twelve. They rose to political power, taking advan-
tage of the then contemporary political situation of their
respective regions.2 In Assam, for example, there was a
loss of centralised authority after the death of Sandhya (c.lZSQ-
1270), who fought the Muslim invaders led by Ikhtiyar-ud-din
Yuz-Bak Tughril Khan in A.D. 1255/56; and it appears that
the Bhuyans began exercising their independent powers from
about the close of the 13th century. Of course, their political
status varjed according to the nature of the governmem
at the centre. If a ruler at the centre could exercise his
Sovereign power over the region, the Bhuyans owed him their
allegiance, bur they used to behave as independent lords
whenever the central authority grew weak.

Some of the Bhuyans used to style themselves kings
(Rajd), whereas some oythers assumed titles like Kshatriya
Samiiapati} The powerful among them again distinguished them-
selves as Bar (big or great) Bhuyans,reducing the petty ones
10 the status of Chota (small) Bhuyans. The Riyas—us-Sa.la}m
Makes mention of the Kamata chieftains or Bhuyans like
Rup Narain, Mal Kunwar, Gasa Lakhan, and Lachmi Narain
calling them R3jas® In the account of Buchanon Hamilton
also, there is a reference to one Harup Narayon as the king
of Kamata who is said to have been the son of Mal Kongyar
and grandson of Sada-Lukhymon’ It is possible that Buchanon
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mistook Harup Narayon (Narayan) for the king of Kamrup,
although in reality he was only a Bhuyan. It is also possible
that, soon after the return of Ala-ud-din Hussain Shah from
Kamata, his son Daniyal, who was appointed governor of
the conquered country, had to face a rebellion organised
by the local Bhuyans, led most probably by Harup Narayon.
The Bhuyans were most certainly joined by the local tribal
chiefs like Bisu. As a result of this united resistance, Daniyal
and his men were killed and the Muslim government installed
in Kamata was overthrown. The Bhuyans now again began
ruling the country as independent chiefs. According to K.L.
Barua, this "state of things could not naturally continue for
a long time. Ultimately a leader appeared who raised his
head above all the other petty chiefs and gradually subjugated
them all. This was Bisu, the son of Hariya Mandal, who sub-
sequently became king and assumed the name of Biswa Singha."®

Biswa Singha organised the Bodo tribes of the region
under his own banner. These tribes mighbt have felt their
lives insecure under the pressure of repeated Muslim invasions
from the west and the oppression of the Bhuyans from inside
the region. They also found that the Bhuyans, despite their
advance in civilization and superior military strength, were
always at war with one another and were making no attempts
to set up a stable government. These tribes, therefore, began
to look for a leader from among themselves who would be
able to protect their interests. They met the man in Bisu,
who may have fought Ala-ud-din Hussain Shah or his government
in Kamrup ‘under the leadership of the Bhuyans. He may have
had knowledge of the military tactics of these latter and

combined in himself skill and organizing capacity with political
foresight.

By thus organising the tribal strength and winning their
allegiance, Biswa Singha entered into an alliance with the
Bhuyans. The Darrang Rdj Vamsavali gives a list of the Bhuyans
contested by the Koch king Bisu/ ~1.P. Wade's ap Account
of Assam® records how the Bhuyans, who had earlier fought
the Muslims along with Biswa Singha, became later 5 stumbl%n
block on his way to power. It mentions one Narain Bhuyaﬁ
as exclaiming: "Biswa, who was till recently 3 cow-herd
who made you Biswa Singha (i.e., a king)? 1If you do value’
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your safety, attend on me in person without delay."”®  The
Bhuyans could not tolerate the rise of a tribal chief in the
Person of Biswa Singha. And it should be noted that, even
though this land-lord class was subjugated by the Koch king,
he failed to root it out, and throughout the Koch administration
In the |6th-17th centuries the Bhuyan institution remained
2 state within a state.

[t is usually believed that the Bhuyans were of a Hindu
Caste. But in the Darrang Raj Vamsavali as well as in Persian
sources like the Akbarnama and the Ain-i-Akbari, there aqg
references to Brahmin and Muslim Bhuyans respectively.
This further confirms that the Bhuyans were a class rgt_her
than a caste. It appears that, taking advantage of the pomxcal
unrest in the country, any person having large tracts of land
and resources like arms could establish himself as a Bhuyan.
In the western Brahmaputra valley, the most influential persons
Who had both land and military resources were usually the
Kayasthas who monopolised the high offices in the adminis-
tration of ancient Assam and the Kalitas who monopolised
trade and commerce. Hence the Assam Bhuyans are mostly

from these two castes.

Accordi the Gurucharitas,’’ the institution of
Bara Bt::uyo;:;ngof t(/‘)\ssam originated from the estabhshmer‘:rt1
of the seven Kayastha families by Kamesvara Durlabfg\;raéz_
(c.1330-1350), following his treaty with Gaud1ezsvara arhom
Nardyan (c.1325-1330). These seven Kayasthas, as'm?:agra“éeva
Wwas Chandivara, the gfeat‘great'grandfather of >an Assam.
the propagator of the Neo-Vaishnavite movem.enth in familieS‘
were subsequently joined by five other Kayastha twelve
from Gauda% so that their total number lncreased to ‘dence.
But this statement is not supported by epigraphic ev11329)
recorded in the Raut-Kuchi Grant, Saka 1251 (A.D. The
of Purushottam Das who was a very powerful Bhuyar:rched
grant records that a thousand swordsmen always mS, also
before Basudev, Purushottam's‘grandfathes who T“f/\‘: rant
the right-hand man of the king (mdranérayana)-f his great
further records that Purushottam, "on account of h‘is garms
Wealth was matchless..... By dint of the valour obtained the
and heroism he had defeated the rival kings and ©

m
glory of sovereignty.”® This indicates that not only Purushotta



246 India Past and Present

Das, who made donation of a village in the present district
of Kamrup to a Brahmin, was a leading Bhuyan, but his grand-
father was also a powerful land-lord. From this it becomes
clear that there were Bhuyans long before the immigration
of the abovementioned twelve Bhuyans from Gauda in about
A.D. 1330. King Biswa Singha is said to have fought against
a large number of Bhuyans. But it was evidently against the
indigenous Bhuyans that he had to launch his initial struggle.
The Gurucharitas clearly inform us that the emigrant Bhuyans,
who had been established by Durlabhnardyan first at Lenge-
maguri to protect his kingdom from the inroads of the Bhutiyas,
were later shifted by him to Tembuwani in the eastern part
of the present district of Nowgong. From Tembuwani the%(;
vhuyans emigrated first to Alipukhuri and then to Bardowa.
If at all Biswa Singha fought against these immigrant Bhuyans
as well, then this was definitely after he had consolidated
himself in his position as an independent king.

One of the peculiar characteristics of these Bhuyans
was that they "were independent of each other within their
own domain but were in the habit of joining their forces
whenever they were threatened by any common enemy.16 This
also shows that the Bhuyans formed a specific class who
had a common interest among themselves for the protection

of which they used to fight unitedly when the situation so
demanded.

The Bhuyans played a dominant role in the economy
of medieval Assam. It was due to their advanced culture
that they knew the secret of success and were thus ahead

of the local tribes who then populated the whole of the Brahma-
putra valley.

As we have already stated, the Bhuyans always profited
from the weakness of the central government to carve out
dominions for themselves. And it was only when a strong
ruler came to power that they acknowledged his suzereignty,
but retaining their autonomous status. They reclaimed waste
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lands and settled new villages over which they exerc!zzg
their lordship. They had their own armed forces and e)g;rcxans
their political authority over their estate. Thus the Muyhl
resembled more or less the autonomous chiefs of ua%)g
India than its zamindars. As pointed out by Prof. Irfan ',_l bl :
the zamindar's right over Tand was called 'P""P”etar?’.:j u
that of the chief's was something superior .to_zan.nn ar'si
The latter originated independently ot the existing 1m¥el’tl;;ie
power, and a claim to a share in the total produce ﬁ o
soil b¥ the state was different irom the land revenue collecte
by it. 7

The Bhuyans were usually men of letters and had kno:—
ledge of the scriptures. This was why some of theLn who
migrated from other lands were gifted with lands by tz
kings of 14th-15th century Assam.'® Besides, they also claxmﬁ
virgin lands and thus extended their territories. Thus ':e;-
Bhuyans became masters of extensive tracts so that t_e?\
could independently gift these to the Brahmins along wit
men and materials. As pointed out earhe_r, one Purushottam
Das, a grandson of a Bhuyan, granted a v1l1lgge to a Brahmm
i the present Kamrup district of Assam.” chordmg to
Prof. Amalendu Guha, the assumption of the titles like Bhuyané
Giri, Rai, Khan, and Dalai,etc. suggests that "they reprgsintz-
not merely a status group but also a cl{ass of arme ltanal
controllers.”20 |t was again due to thenr_supgrlol.' cultur !
achievements that they had knowledge of hlgh-yneldmg tlransS
Planted rice cultivation, and that with the help o_f their ;awl-:<
and servants they cultivated their gstqtes without lreta(;
It was at their initiative that cultivation of transp a;\ne
sali variety of rice made gradual progress in the l.owerdBralom::\c—j
Putra valley, while the same variety was bemgh eve TPhis
i the upper Assam region at the hands of the A o;nz. This
Was a tribe that belonged to the Shan race who rule
Assam for a period of six hundred years.

The peasantry of the estates of the Bhuyans, besr:::e]:
constituting their military forces, served also as permsa;aveS
Cultivators. The Bhuyans had a large number pf cowhsy e had
and servants. The family of Sankaradev is said to avo\’vsg,|
thirty pairs of bullocks and one hundred and twelnty :i: th;eir
It was certain that these land-lords  hardly allowe
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peasantry to live above the poverty line. The payment of
the king's share and the maintenance of the army involved
huge expenditure, a burden which had to be borne by the
tillers of the soil. Under such conditions, the statement of
early writers like K.L. Barua that the rule of the Bhuyans
"was just and mild" and that their rule "cannot be regarded
as a period of anarchy"?? can hardly be justified.

The Assam-Bhuyans were also expert in trade and other
enterprises. Building roads and communications for their
convenience was undertaken. The village of the Bhuyans of
Nowgong is still known as Ali-Pukhuri, meaning 'the site
of tanks and embankments for flood control'. The Kathaguru
Charita, a medieval Vaishnava biographical work, records
how the Bhuyans of Nowgong built the embankment along

i Or protection of villages and to create
facilities for transplanted cultivation?? There is evidence
in the same work that it was thanks to their initiative that
commercial intercourse developed between upper and lower
Assam and among the kingdoms of the present northern and
the north-eastern states.24 They also undertook industrial
and manufacturing works. The saint Sankaradev himself was
appointed by the great Koch king Naranarayan (1540-1587),
on account of his proficiency, as the Gomasta or head of
the administration of the weaving industries at Tantikuchi
in the present Kamrup district of Assam?’

The above analysis shows that the strong political role
that the Bhuyans played in medieval Assam was due to their
economic strength. It may be noted here that one Chandivar
Bhuyan, the great-great grandfather of Sankaradev, commanded
80 shields,? and a thousand swordsmen always accompanied
the Bhuyan BasudevlZ’ The kings of this period not onlp had
regard for them for their strength, but failed to uproot ythese
people when they tried to do so. Although the Koch kings
established their suzereignty over the Bhuyans of Lower Bra'nmga_
putra valley, it was not easy for them to ignore or alienate
them; and the Bhuyans flourished throughout the Ahom-Koch
rule in Assam.

The living standard of the big Bhuyans was  simijar
to that of the nobility. Most of them apparently |jiyeq in
the countryside and formed the local gentry.
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The appearance of the Bhuyan land-lords in Assam

. : ts
helped in the feudalisation of society. With the slaves, servan

and the peasant labourefs at the bottom, the Qhuyagslézrrr;ﬁg
a class of lords similar to the feuda! lords just be uppres-
kings. With their economic and military strengthhthesyar;epptime
sed and oppressed the lower echelons and at the hen called
Served the military needs of the powerful kings w

upon to do so.
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TIBET ON THE IMPERIAL CHESSBOARD :
A SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHIC SURVEY (C.1924-84)*

Parshotam Mehra

in Ln LQNG before the trauma of the March 1959 Rebellior
. asa followed by the flight of the 14th Dalai Lama witt
in T?tft conc!ave of‘ his lamas and peqple in train, interest
over teht and its affairs had been of an abiding nature, undimmec
it has e many centuries before the now fast-fading twentieth.
of m always been the great Shangri-la, the forbidden land
chan ig‘ery and snow, of high adventure. The scenario has
eXCitgem perceptibly over the past quarter of a century but
to abaent and concern over .development _do_gs not seem
ot of te. News-wise ‘the Dalax Lama's activities evqke a
some Of\“tgrest, both in India and abroad. Periodic visits of
offing his coqnsellors to Beijing and one has been in _the
and fait?)r a while - a}nd onwards 10 the land of their birth
return t’ as also active speculapon about his own ey_entual
Chinese 0 hlg people, after a .flrm understand}ng with the
and the’ continue to occupy an important place in newspapers
lively ¢ media. No wonder the subject evokes and generates
often-rj mpathy as well as bouts of research_ activity leading
mes to scholarly works of no mean merit.

and PStarting with Charles Bell's authoritative Tibet, Past
was hifesent (1924), three excellent studies appeared. One
tripuge WM Portrait of the Dalai Lama (1946), a glowing
pOiiticalto a warm and close relationship which the British
and Officer, so knowledgable about the language, religion

People of Tibet,** developed with its then ruler, the

*
A revised and expanded version of a paper prepared for

t
he Centre for Rural and Industrial Research.

rB:,:aS’-nEnghsmTibetan Dictionary, first published In 1905

fangUas _to‘,date ‘the best practical guide' to the spoken

“93”ge, his People of Tibet (1928) and Religion of Tibet
are still rated high. PP I, la, 2-7, 7a and §-18.
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i . Based on his first-hand acquaintance with
tlr?;hchil;ly l;ig‘aits polity - Bell was for a few years adminis-
trator of the Chumbi valley under the terms of the Lhasa
Convention of 1904 and later stayed for a whole year (1920—21)
in the Tibetan capital as a personal guest of the Dalai Lama -
its pages evocative of an era in Txbet's' history when .the
country functioned more or less as an mdependgnt entn}y,
China's theoretical protestations to the contrary notwithstanding.

Nearly a decade later appeared B.J. Gould's The Jewel
in the Lotus (1957), the title a literal translation of the ali-
too-familiar and ubiquitous Tibetan mantram, 'Om Mani Padme
Hum'. Like Bell before him, Basil Gould was India's Po_lmcal
of‘icer in Sikkim and had an intimate knowledge of the Tibetan
landscape, both physical as well as metaphysical. Unlike Bell
who far from being tall was at once thin and wiry, Gould,
large, well-built and almost elephantine in proportions had
a shrewd grasp of men and things. Bell's years in and around
Lhasa belong to the hey-day of the 13th Dalai Lama, Gould's
to its aftermath. It was a difficult, unenviable legacy. For
even at the best of times, the hiatus that inevitably yawned
between the departure of one incarnation of Chenrezi and
the re-appearance, in human form, of his spiritual successor,
is filled by all kinds of men with their base intrigue and low
cunning. In the present case it was further complicated by
a bold Kuomintang Chinese initiative to stage a come back,
the more violent in as much as the Great 13th had managed,
In a8 most adroit manner, to keep both China and the Chinese
at bay. And this despite his own far from happy relations
with his great spiritual (and political) rival, the Panchen Lama
who, fearing for the worst, had left (1923) his seat of authority
at Tashilhunpo to seek shelter among his Kuomintang supporters.

Gould's account, written with great feeling ang .
re-captures that decade of flux and uncertaintygwhichp;:;:f;‘tce’",
the death of the [3th Dalai Lama and the discover g
installation (1940) of his successor, the incumbeng “ilth anlt
was a great event; in ceremonies marking it, Gould hag 10|
cipated and deputised for his government. |p betweepar:.
had visited Lhasa more th_an once, and after 1936, st e
a British presence there in the person of H.E. lii hatnoned
The latter eventually succeeded Gould and, in turnc i;c:‘sdoné

’ e
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over (1950) to ind ia' : isti
diplomats, independent India's own corps of distinguished

masterllhchardson'.s Tibet and Its History (1962) is like Bell's
underst)’,d.authorxtatxv.e, written with insight, sympathy and
in L anding. As a first-hand witness to all that took place
of 1 $a to the very eve of_ thg Communist Chinese ‘'fiberation'
he we country, his work is invaluable. More, to the extent
the a5 a master of the language and a shrewd observer of
an Political  landscape who scrupulously kept his distance

hever got too deeply involved, Richardson's book has

an i - X ' yonve . >
ngs;mpl’mt of magisterial dignity if also its concomitant aloof-

Years “j shfxrp contrast is Heinri;h Harrgr's excellent Seven
for > In Tibet (1957). A mountaineer with great fascination
ol UEknown lands and peoples, Harrer trudged his way to
at)ll) hhasa as a runaway from British India's prison camp
at ts ra Dun. As one who came to know Tibet and the Tibetans
€ grass roots level, Harrer was completely at home in
ot::,-a and made himself useful :m numerous ways. Among
to th he was sought by the. child Dalai Lama, the l#4th,
to th om as a tut'or aqd companion Aof sorts he gave an exposure
Whiche world outside Tibet's constrained confines. His book
has Was first published more than a quarter century ago
a fUn into any number of editions and translations. It is
o vivid, ‘animated conceptualisation of an ethos and a people
of "emarkably insular with all their fascinating mumbo-jumbo
_religious rites and colourful ceremonies before the Han
sel;nese Swooped down on them, marching in} to reclaim thgir
that‘P;'{oclaxmed patrimony. One may :?dd, if in parg_nthes:&
con larrer's more recent Return to Tibet (1984) is, in sharp
trast, a keen disappointment. The 'new' Tibet evokes

hi ; ) . i
tte interest, [ess enthusiasm either in the author or in his
readers,

Il

abo With the disappéarance of 'old' Tibet, there has come
o Ut a virtua) sea-change over the iandscape and, inevitably,
the works it now provokes. Lhasa is a well-nigh closed
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book and the old caravan route across the Nathu la and the
Chumbi valley through Gyantse and over the torquoise-blue
Yamdok Tso, a thing of the past, evocative of an age and
an era that is dead and gone. India's diplomatic, later (after
1954) consular, representation at Lhasa has been non-existent
for over a quarter century now. The Dalai Lama himself and
his vast retinue of counsellors and 'ministers' and nearly
100,000 laity, followed him into exile. How soon, if at all,
he and his people will return to their land of birth and faith
is any one's guess contingent upon a host of factors and forces

that are difficult 1o presage.

In the new political climate that prevails in Sino-Indian
relations, with its regional and global ramifications, Tibet
and its southern frontier with the sub-continent has assumed
an importance and a relevance it had rarely known before.
In the event, a hark-back to the Sino-Indian armed conflict
of 1962 becomes imperative if only to underline the signifi-
cance of a closer, and more objective, assessment of the
two issues highlighted above : Tibet and India's land frontier
with (Tibet's) China.

A pxone_ering and in many ways perceptive study of
Britain's relationship with China in the context of high Asia
was Alastair Lamb's Britain and Chinese Central Asia (1960)
1ts sub-title, 'The Road to Lhasa, 1767 to 1905' summ(i
up the main thrust of Lamb's thesis: a detailed’historiel
survey, it fested on a solid sub-stratum of archival sourcC:s
?r: Lg:;()::dxa Office Library and the Public Record Office

Not long after came Peter Fleming’

(1961). No two studies could be so vargi:dB:\V“‘::S 'to Lhas'a
prosaic but thoroughly researched; Peter Fleming 'Sfe. Lamb's
loose on.facts butA written in good journalese wiﬂ% rsomewhat
and feeling. Fleming took up the theme of the great verve
chapter in Lamb, on Curzon and the expediﬁonpenulnmate
With pgrdonable exaggeration, he highly dramatised to Lhasa.
that did not lack in all that makes for an exc-t.a" episode
fn sum, it was a popular version of Younghusk:aiwrljg'sct:wr:axr;

rc

to Lhasa under the aegis of a push
at odds with his political master: in &’Iiitir\;flo N Who was openly
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Parshotam Mehra's The Younghusband Expedition, an
Interpretation (1968) was more in consonance with Lamb,
less  with Fleming: being essentially an academic exercise
that sought to place the expedition to Lhasa in its proper
historical perspective. This called for a good understanding
both of Tibet and its then powerful potentate, the 13th Dalai
Lam§ and of Curzon with his obsessive Russophobia, close
relationship with Younghusband whom he had known earlier
and mounting tensions with his political bosses in London whom
he distrusted and who, in turn, cordially returned the compli-
ment. Based on archival sources and the private papers of
;he principal dramatis personae it sought to achieve a compre-
(;nswg perception of an important watershed in the history

British India's relations with Tibet, and China.

H

Sin As the sixties which opened with the trauma of the
fo o-Indian border conflict in the Himalayas wore on, the
an(éjus of attention gradually shifted to a study of the long

d sprawling land frontier between Tibet and its southern
Neighbour, now openly challenged.

A slender but useful monograph by Lamb, The Origins
Zf the Disputed Boundaries (1962) was followed by his more
etailed study of The McMahon Line (1966), in two solid vol-
umes. Resting on a thorough and careful research into archival
?ﬁt’gces in London, Lamb came close to suggesting that the
WasegOtten McMahon line lacked validity, and even in 1914,
in p sought to be forced upon a recalcitrant Chinese regime
as eking. Shortly afterwards, Dorothy Woodman whose standing
'Witha geographer and journalist knew few peers came out
“969)21 lar,ge and comprehensive study, The Himalayan Frontiers
front; which, besides the McMahon Line, embraced the L adakh
SOmeler as well. To an extent she endeav.ou'red to rectify
Lamb ﬁf the errors of omission and commission into which
access ad strayed. She had the additional advantage of direct
life-lon to source material outside London and, thanks to her
corrid g partnership with Kingsley Martin, was close to the
of itsOrs of power in New Delhi and not unreceptive to some

Nuances.
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Just about then had appeared Tsepon W D Shakabpa's
Tibet : A Political History (1967). This was important if only
in that its author, a one time highly placed official of the
Tibetan government, had been a witness to some of the events
he now sought to present to a wider audience. }n fact, Sh;kab-
pa's was the first authentic account of how Tibet had viewed
events concerning her about which the world outside had
been furnished different versions By everyone except one
of its own nationals. It was like a blast of fresh air in a milieu
that had known only the weli-worn, familiar themes of the
Chinese or the British or an odd outsider.

In 1974 appeared Parshotam Mehra's large, one volume
study, The McMahon Line and After. It sought an objective
assessment of events leading to the Simla conference, where
the McMahon Line was drawn, and its aftermath. Broadly
it took up the threads after Younghusband left Lhasa with
the controversial convention in his pocket and brought it
down to the eve of China's 'liberation' in the aftermath of
the l4th Dalai Lama's accession to power and authority in
the Tibetan capital. Mehra's study had an edge over Lamb's
in so far as it had ransacked every scrap of archival evidence
available in New Delhi in addition to what London offered.
Besides, in surveying the post-1914 decades, long after McMahon
and his peers in Peking and Lhasa had left the scene, a certain
in-depth understanding of events relating to the eastern frontier
had become possible.

A couple of years later appeared Parshotam Mehra's
slender, a little less than 100-paged, Tibetan Polity, 1904-37.
Part of the prestigious Asiatische Forschungen series, and
based on his 1973 lectures at the Seminar fur Sprach-und
Kulturwissenschaft in the University of Bonn, the monograph
was an attempt at plotting a graph as it were of the personal
rivalries - with their profound ramifications both in India
and China - between Tibet's supreme incarnate lamas. For
sure, the sub-title: 'the conflict between the {3t )
and the 9th Panchen Lama, a case study',
up the contents. These not merely highlighted
landmarks in the history of Tibet, of which t
from high-minded quarrels furnished the inevit
woof. More, it also provided rich backgroun

neatly summed
the important
he Lamas' far
able warp and
d material for

h Dalaij Lama.
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2 proper understanding of the contemporary scene: the far
from happy relationship that evolved between the l4th Dalaj
Lama and the 10th Panchen.

A more recent study, D P Choudhury's The North East
Frontier of India, 1865-1914 (1978) undertaken as a doctoral
.theSis in London has offered a detailed analysis of the manner
In which the ‘McMahon Line came to be drawn. With a sharper,
Indeed exclusive focus on the frontier it has endeavoured
o fill in some gaps, in evidence as well as presentation,
left by both Lamb as well as Mehra. Without perhaps meaning
10 do so, Choudhury yet offers a well-nigh complete vindication
of New Delhi's present stance on the McMahon line and to
that extent must have proved less than comfortable for Peking.

v

. Premen Addy's Tibet on the Imperial Chessboard (1984)
'S not, as the author heavily underlines, about frontiers. Its
Principal objective, as the sub-title, 'The Making of British
POUCY towards lhasa, 1899-1925', clearly shows, is policy as
It came to be tormulated by the British in that quarter century
from Curzon as India's Viceroy and Governor-General (1899-
1905) to his subsequent incarnation as HM's Principal Secretary
of State for Foreign Aflairs (1919-24). It is a tidy chunk
of 25 years that mark an important turning point in the history
of Tibet in the larger whole of contemporary events.

To start with, one is struck by the book's felicity of
€Xpression: its “sentences well-chiselled with an acute eye
;-or. a good turn of phrase; its paragraphs neatl){ composed.
h,‘s Is the more remarkable in that works of historical scholar-
is:lp’ for most part, make for dull, sluggish' reading. In .refresh-
regadco.ntra“r Addy's is well-turned and not only excites the
a €r's curiosity but also sustains his continued interest
S the narrative progresses. Nor should this be a matter of

:zfgrise in the present context for the author is a journalist
0ot,
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Addy's chapters nonetheless are large, outsize, bulky.
The introduction which runs into 20 pages and the epilogue,
a little more. than twice in bulk, apart, they vary in length
between 90 (Chapter I1II), 82 (Chapter V), 74 (Chapter 1V)
and 38 (Chapter II) odd pages of close print. A large, unwieldy
chapter has. the disadvantage that a reader, barring a few
compulsive ones, somewhere in the middle or even earlier
tends to lose track of his whereabouts. Rudderless, he is
apt to forget where he started or which direction he is heading.
A more ratiqnal‘ arrangement from the reader's, and no doubt
the author's point oI view, is to have smaller, manageable,
15-20 page chapters so that the threads are always well in
hand, the focus sharp and distinct and the sense of direction
unmistakable.

The grownd which Addy covers is b ili
. b now familiar and
u;cri‘eed ;rell-beaten lhavmg been traversed L)llp and down among
others by authors listed in the precedin aragraph
] s - B
Gould, Richardson, Lamb, Peter Flemir%g,p Meghr:, Doroftlf);

Woodman, Choudhury. It is necessary to mention this if only

to underline that the author has drawn o i

n material that |
:r:;wnhand has been explored, and used, earlier. To be suréS
4 yh as ungarthed no new piles, made no fresh discoveries,
rought to light no hidden, hitherto inaccessibie, GVidence’

To say all this, howewer, is not to unsa i
tion has a certain freshness about it. It isyttehr:;t?r‘\s P e
upon it here and there not so much to highli htg to draw
arguments and familiar citations but to savogu Well-wqrn
of the larger whole that this work spells out ;h Jomething
of _Bntxsh India's initial interest and involvem' us ta!kmg
politics, Addy emphasises that frontier busy-bodiese:nt i Tibet's

Strove to underline the fact that s

Lhasa the capital, its chief tradc;m?:l:?
agr.lcultural lanlls, was in geographij el
India... that this area of Tibet... lay Wiizi

cial orbit of India. Together with the oo, the commer-
value of the Tibetan plateau as a byffe erall strategic
interest in the politics of Lhasa, at | ' 1t made their
eyes, a matter of legitimate concern (p T;;Y in their own

Tibet, including
Sy and its rich
proximity to

Latet >underscoring how import
in the exploration of the Tibeta?x laa::jtma role
quarter of the 19th century, and yet how :,s‘;,

Indians

played
towards the lyast
Melessly neglected

India Past and Present .

Tibet on the Imperial Chessboard 261

. Later ,underscoring how important a role Indians played
in the exploration of the Tibetan landmass, towards the last
quarter of the 19th century, and yet how shamelessly neglected
they were by their imperial masters, Addy cites with approval
the outstanding American scholar-diplomat W.W. Rockhill's

considered view that if:

one one-third of what Nain
Sarat Chandra Das or Kishan
Singh (alias A.K.) accomplished, medals, decorations,
lucrative offices and professional promotions, freedom
of cities and every form of lionizing would have been

his (p.43).

any British explorer had d
Singh, Lama Ugyen Gyatso,

How precisely did Curzon's advent on the Indian scene
early in January 1899, bring the Tibetan imbroglio to the
fore needs no emphasising except in so far as forces and
factors outside of Tibet had assumed threatening proportions:

That there was a perceptible increase in tension between
the two Powers (viz. India and Tibet) since the Sikkim
crisis of 1886-1890 is undeniable; but the unresolved
problems of a hundred years might have lain dormant
for yet a while. It was, however, the threatened dis-
integration of China, and the uncompromising attitude
of Russia, that brought Anglo-Tibetan relations to a

boil (p.53).

out Not long after he took office, Curzon found himself
and of step with his former colleagues in the British Cabinet
legd tnot only on the question of Tibet. Differences In approach
alcc Browing mistrust and a certain lack of cordiality be‘tween
as tl:,tta and Whitehall. Essentially, Curzon looked upon himself
them € Custodian of India's highest interests, as he.vx'ewed
and, | and it was Britain's bounden duty to uphold, vindicate

» H necessary, fight for them. By the time he wrote his
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celebrated despatch of 8 January 1903 on forcing China to
negotiate on Tibet, the Viceroy:

was not sure that politicians in London knew much
about India, appreciated its true significance in the
maintenance of British supremacy in the world or cared
deeply about Indian interests. He resented the casual,
off-hand manner in which India was treated... The tone
of the Viceroy's letters betrayed a feeling of injured
pride... relations between India and the Home authorities
continued to simmer; the tension only broken by the
increasingly frequent thunderclaps of argument and
recrimination (p.58).

It is important to underline this not only in the larger
whole of the tragedy that was to overshadow Curzon's tenure
as Viceroy but also in the limited context of the genesis
of Younghusband's expedition to Lhasa. It was plain as a
pikestaff that the British government were less than enthus-
lastic about a 'peaceful’ commercial mission forcing its way
into Tibet to negotiate with the representatives of a hostile
regime In Lhasa and the notoriously recalcitrant Chinese
who in their dealings with the Dalai Lama and his government
found themseives increasingly out on a lLimbo as it were.
As George Hamilton, then Secretary of State for India, con-
fessed, his colleagues were difficult to persuade:

They evidently, fooking at  Great Britain's interests
in other port of G WOELLy WUTe vy L lliie v
give their acquiesceace to any movement  wiuch, cven
though it might succeed in the locality where 1t was
mlt‘iated, would raise in other parts of the world inter-
national complications and embarrassments, or lead
to Russia retaliating in other parts of Asia, where

her influence and material for
ces are str n
our own (p.95). onger tha

Curgon, a little less than sure about 3
used considerable guile, and the Ch
played into his hands, in proposing

‘ frontal assaultt,
;nese Amban, unwittingly,
Mmeeting at Khambajong,
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inside Tibet. This was bad, and tragic enough. What was worse
Was that a weak and unsuspecting Cabinet swallowed it without
fully weighing the consequences. As Addy has it:

The die was cast. An incursion into Khambajong was
to become the first step on the road to Lhasa. Strong
and masterful, the Viceroy had... succeeded in presenting
the Home Government with an apparent fait accompli
(p. 99).

From Khambajong to Gyantse was but a logical step.
Curzon was unashamed in parading the 'hostility’ of the lamgs,
'the "threat’ they posed to Indian security, the unobtrusive
arming and drilling of Tibetan troops' on which allegedly
the Tsarist agents were engaged in a big way. In sum, the
dange,— was real and Curzon's chosen path the one a'nd only
Yay out of a difficult situation. Brodrick, his one-time pal
31d close confidant who had by now succeeded the ‘mild and
Suave George Hamilton, sounded a note of warning. 'The
Cabinet', he wrote (November 1904), 'was most unfriendly
to any advance into the Chumbi Valley, and will unquestionably
Want to know where we are going to stop'. Baifcur who had
‘SUCCeeded Salisbury as Prime Minsiter was in deep anguish.

Suppose', he confided in Brodrick, 'we must assent to George
-Urzon's suggestion... but I do so reluctantly’.

sArts Tihetor - and
That 2 where “ke ‘r;;gnd". af Curzor's nlb.( & J‘,I“

Wiy Tihat e ot B . R o Vbt
]\? ’ H : - - L’. o0 N . .CY}' O
GUNEC hositant Cobiccs o sittesions whioh normaliy, and

n8ainst their better judgment, they would fain ha\re_avmqed.
n the result, they were a little less certain of his discretion,
mipte less happy about the purposes to which his great
Mind and wij) were bent. No wonder in the final act of dictat-
58 €rms 1o the Tibetans in the Dalai Lama's golden Potala
smh the Commissioner as well as his liege lord and maste:r
uffered 5 grave reverse. In the result the imperious Curzon's
betan policy became, in Addy's apt phrase, HMG's 'sacrificial
l?l'ai\:n‘ and led to nothing better than the 'debris Qf bquen
me ndshlps’ of injured reputations, and the bigger disappoint-
Nt of Viceregal triumph denied'.
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celebrated despatch of 8 January 1903 on forcing China to
negotiate on Tibet, the Viceroy:

was not sure that politicians in London knew‘ much
about India, appreciated its true significance in the
maintenance of British supremacy in the world or cared
deeply about Indian interests. He resented the casual,
off-hand manner in which India was treated... The tone
of the Viceroy's letters betrayed a feeling of injured
pride... relations between India and the Home authorities
continued to simmer; the tension only broken by the
increasingly frequent thunderclaps of argument and
recrimination (p.58).

It is important to underline this not only in the larger
whole of the tragedy that was to overshadow Curzon's tenure
as Viceroy but also in the limited context of the genesis
of Younghusband's expedition to Lhasa. It was plain as a
pikestaff that the British government were less than enthus-
lastic about a 'peaceful' commercial mission forcing its way
into Tibet to negotiate with the representatives of a hostile
regime In Lhasa and the notoriously recalcitrant Chinese
who in their dealings with the Dalai Lama and his government
found themselves increasingly out on a limbo as it were.
As George Hamilton, then Secretary of State for India, con-
fessed, his colleagues were difficult to persuade:

They evidently, looking at Great Britain's interests
inother perty of the world, wal oy Colnlabi Lo
give their acquiescence to any movement wvhich, cven
though it might succeed in the locality where it was
initiated, would raise in other parts of the world inter-
national complications and embarrassments, or lead
to Russia retaliating in other parts of Asia, where
her influence and material forces are stronger than
our own (p.95).

Curzon, a little less than sure about 3
used considerable guile, and the Chinese Amb
played into his hands, in proposing a meeting
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inside Tibet. This was bad, and tragic enough. What was }y}?rsi
was that a weak and unsuspecting Cabinet sw;llowed it withou
fully weighing the consequences. As Addy has it:

The die was cast. An incursion into Khambajong was
to become the first step on the road to ‘L'hasa. Strong
and masterful, the Viceroy had... succeeded in presentmlg_
the Home Government with an apparent fait accompli

{p. 99).

From Khambajong to Gyantse was but a logical step.
Curzon was unashamed in parading the 'ho;mhty‘ of the lamgsy
the 'threat they posed to Indian security, the unobtrusive
arming  and drilling of Tibetan troops"on which alleged;y
the Tsarist agents were engaged in a big way. In sum, the
danger was real and Curzon's chosen path th_e one a»nd only
Way out of a difficult situation. Brodrick, his one-time pal
and close confidant who had by now succeeded the ‘mﬂd'and
SUave George Hamilton, sounded a note of warning. 'g;e
Cabmet', he wrote (November 1904), 'was most unfriendly
to any advance into the Chumbi Valley, and will unquesnonablz
want 1o know where we are going to stop'. ABalfcur who he;\
sUcceeded Salisbury as Prime Minsiter was in deep anguish.

SUppose', he confided in Brodrick, 'we must assent to George
Urzon's suggestion... but I do so reluctantly'.

' ibetar - and
That is where ke “rLgedy of Curzon's le_('"f‘ n
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In the wake of Curzon's well-nigh mortal disappointment,
and defeat, there followed years of gradual retreat from
what was viewed as an untenable position. Nonetheless it
was necessary that China adhere to the terms of the modified
Lhasa convention; equally that the Tsarist regime itsglf become
a party to the overall settlement in regard to Tibet's new
political status. In terms of HMG's - and a new Liberal regime
had taken over in Britain about the time Curzon repaired
home in a miasma of bitter public controversies and sharp
personal innuendo - new imperatives and a more pliant Viceroy,
much of what India had gained in Tibet, at considerable sacri-
fice in men and money, was slowly, but steadily, nibbled
away. The adhesion agreement (1906) itself was a considerable
concession to Chinese intransigence : in the event, Peking
regained its well-nigh lost position in the land of the lama
not by its own exertions as by British surrender in the very
moment of their great triumph. Much the same held true
in regard to Russian gains - the hands off policy which the
British now proclaimed in terms of the Anglo-Russian entente
(1907) was made possible by a sacrifice of Indian suscepti-
bilities at the altar of purely extraneous considerations.

For the record, even Minto did not accept the change
without a whimper of protest remarkable in that his new
master. in Whitehall was, not unlike Curzon, overbearing in
temperament and almost impossible to deal with, For Morley
now openly charged the Viceroy with falling into his prede-
cessor's grooves. 'The other day', he confided, 'one of your
(Minto's) Tibetan despatches - with a dreadful reek of the
old policy about it - almost provoked me to an extremely
anofficial explosion. Happily it was followed by a more rea-
sonable performance'. Nor was that all. The Viceroy's advisers
Morley charged, !

wear blinkers and forget the complex intrj |
interests, and, if you like diabolicp machinlagtlijgfs’s rtjr:::
make up international politics for a vast
Empire like ours, exposing more vulnerable
than any Empire the world ever saw (p. 180).

sprawling
surface
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In brief, during his 5-year tenure at the India Office,

Morlgy in conjunction with Grey sketched out the contours
°f his new Tibetan policy which, in essence, was to be regu-
lated within the prescribed limits of commercial privileges
centred upon the three trade marts of Yatung, Gyantse ang
thartok‘ Nor was British interest to extgnd strictly begg:n
'lde southern slopes of the Himalayas. This would havef cen
lefal it Peking too had reciprocated in terms both (;d e
it ter ang spirit of the compacts 10 which it had phe g

fs word, To the extent China violated them with such shame-
aced brazenness as to drive away the Dalai Lama into the.
:}l"ms. of the very power he had earlier so sedulously spurned,
itoﬂey‘s' failure was patent. The answer 10 Tibet’s dll‘?""méy
b %as now clear, 'lay not merely in a self-denying ordinance
¥ British India alone'.

Addy* § ; als with the Simla Con-
Y's penultimate chapter de concern, as

¢ and the McMahon Line. His principal ¢ od
evident, is not in delineating the quthnes of "
Nonef'rontier in the north-east except in a peripheral lmam:m;
Chi theless his observations on the validity of the line d
Na's repudiation thereof are of interest. "While it wou

e .
Unwise', he affirms,

ferenc
shouiqg
New

crosanct, particularly
the ground, it was,
y nature, 3 frontier
nic point of view,

o regard the McMahon Line as sa
as it was never demarcated on
it:’_jerft to adjustments of a secondatlrr‘
ich was both fair, from an €
and strategically soun’d. The Tawang tra;t was abso;bed
Principally for strategic reasons - Which might have
violated ‘the letter of the Anglo-Russian convention,
but... the transgression was surely a minor one, mot::
SO as the Russians by permitting their arms to pa

from Mongolia into Tibet were already in breach of
this accord (p. 284).

for Lhasa's later (1940) contention that the 1914

of this tract was made only 'on the .understandnr_\g
British would help rid them of the Chinese and ‘:’r:z
nal recognition of their country's sovereignty’, th€
Nds it less than convincing:

As
transfer
that the
mternatio
Suthor fj
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It is difficult to believe that the Tibetans, who had
conducted themselves so shrewdly at the Simla con-
ference, would have ceded such a large and valuable
piece of territory for no positive return (p. 283).

Crewe, then at the India Office, and no babe in the
woods, was not undeceived by Peking's tactics in repudiating
thewr plenipotentiary's signatures. It was, he confided in Grey:
'Very much a la Chinoise - | suppose after fong experience
of them one learns what is the proper blend of cajolery and
brutality required in order to get anything done, unless one
goes mad in the process of acquiring this knowledge'.

As for India's 'deviousness' in negotiating a settlement
with Tibet behind Peking's back

such deviousness has to be set against the formidable
difficulties of negotiating with the Chinese. Neither
in attitude nor in her demands did China once displ

a degree of moderation that might have shown Bript'az
fears in India to be groundless. Not content with tlr?
free hand Morley allowed her in Tibet, she was N
reaching out for territory and influence in the so ﬂs]oon
reaches of the Himalayas. Arnd to each British atu o
to reach a reasonable accommodation successive C}:empt
governments responded with endless procrastj ation
and prevarication. Had they been concerned aon
with the needs of security they could have primarily
a good line of defence in the Tibetan march obtained
pehef, though firmly held, that territoriaj < Jordgn's
in that area would have won Peking's concessions
rest of the Simla convention, was back Zssem o the
no evidence... China was primarily mte by little or
rights in Tibet and less concerned witheresmd
Tibetan territory (p. 290). the

~in her
limits of

‘ That is where this interesting, and b

:mportant study draws to a close. For Addy. No means un-

An Epilogue: the Imperial Dilemma', is in )tlhse fast chapter,
n

of a retrospect than prospect. True, h ature more

e talks of Bell and
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st of the 13th Dalai Lama
h in supplying Tibet some
oviding training facilities.

his 1920-21 stay at Lhasa as a gue
as aiso of the new British approac
arms and ammunition as well as pr ;
But, in retrospect, Bell and his policy In the early twenties
turned out to be not so much in the nature of a watershed,
as Addy would have us believe, but that of a distinct departure,
3 one-time exception. Not long after Bell had left these shores,
Tibet reverted to its traditional state of inertia; the much-
trumpeted 'new’ Tibet dying still-born in the womb! The ammuni-
tion rusted away in dingy dungeons; the drill-sergeants were
Spirited away and the Gyantse school, where Tibet's new
rulers were to be groomed, shut down eéven before it had
Started. New Delhi behaved no better. By 1934, it had forgotten
Not onjly Bell and his policies but also the contours of its
€astern frontier, For the McMahon Line itself had been buried
tar deep into oblivion; its resurrection was a long drawn-out

If also painful operation.
vil

in this study are easy toO pin-point.
le less than clear as tc the sort of
is catering. If it is the lay,

A Two major lacunae
1 the outset it is a ltt

udience to which the author : ‘
Intelligent reader, he may be well-advised to chop his narrative

Mo half its present length taking away 38 lot of citations
and foot-notes in the bargain. i it 1s the sophisticated scholar,
the researcher and the academician, he should make chapters
B {"Curzon and the Road 10 Lhasa') and V (*in Quest of Policy:
he Simla Conference and the McMahon Line') more meaty,
Comprehensive. As of now, it would se€m, he is sailing 1IN
tWo boats and it is not quite clear if either of his clients

IS happy with the end-product.

o P_mOther major limitation is Addy's exclusive dependence
o0 India Office/Foreign Office records in London, for there

:)SS No evidence whatsoever that he either worked on or mad¢
¢ of the holdings at the National Archives 10 New Delhi.
On]e London_ records are useful no doubt but prgsent, 'at bes;,
thry one side of the story. What got to India Office and,

Ough it, to the Foreign Office from Calcutta/Simla/Delhi
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was the finished product, the Government of India's formal,
if colourless, despatches, its dull memoranda. How the policy
it laid down came to be formulated in ;erms of the debate
and discussion, the conflict apd contention - and “not only
in the Foreign Department - It provoked, is conspicuous by
its absence in these pages. On paper it took the form of
any number of notes, demi-official letters, emendations all
the way from the lower rungs of the bureaucracy through
the experts - the explorers, surveyors, men on the spot -
to the higher echelons and, not unoften, the very top itself.
This was, in fact, as important as, if not more important
than, the end-product that was mailed home. The full'plcture
would thus emerge if the two sides, the one here in India
and the other in Whitehall, were deftly dovetailed into each
other. To the extent the author has denied himself access
to this rich storehouse of knowledge, his work, it would seem,
suffers from a crippling handicap.

There are a few errors of omission, and commission
in an avoidably flabby, padded bibliography. Thus oddly Addy
lists among the 'unpublished theses' (p. 361) two of the univer-
sity of London which have, in fact, been published a long
time ago: K. Mojumdar's 'Political Relations between India
and Nepal' as Political Relations between India and Nepal,
1877-1923 (1973) and D.P. Choudhry's already noticed 'British
Policy on the North East Frontier of India' as The North
East Frontier of India, 1865-1914 (1978). Two other useful
studies have escaped the author's notice: Suchita Ghosh's
Tibet in Sino-Indian Relations, 1899-1914 (1977) and H.K.
Barpujari's From the Inner Line to the McMahon Line (]982).
A few errors came my way too. The title of this reviewer's
1968 London published book is The Younghusband Expedition
an Interpretation and not The Younghusband Mission (p. 356)?
Again 'Aksai Chin' (pp. 1-22) is the title of a paper by G.F.
Hudson who has also edited St. Anthony's Papers No.14: the
bibliography erroneously listing it as G F Husdon, The ;\ksai
China, St. Anthony's Paper, No. 4. /

These nonetheless are minor irritants jn a work of
considerable merit. For what Addy has done s to portra
in vivid detail, a tangled skein wherein the Story of Tibet)'l;

Tibet on the Imperial Chessboard 269

happy-unhappy past in the opening 25-odd years of this century

15 revealed in all its starkness as rival impenahsms')ostle
with each other in the battles of the Great Game in the
heart of high Asia. Its relevance today derwes‘largely from
the fact that some of the basic issues he highlights are still
Unresolved: how precisely to fit Tibet into the larger whol'e
of a Chinese polity where Indian interest stems, as in Morley's
days, from a firm conviction of honest neutrality or scrupulous
Non-interference, provided it could be assured of a peaceful
northern neighbour. In more ways than one the border cpnfla—
gration of 1962 stemmed from the Chinese.attempt, in the
Wake of their 'liberation' of Tibet, to militarise a vast empty
landmaSS, a process which sharply upset the internal balance
and sent danger signals across the Himalayas. In the result,
It was not only Tibet and the Tibetans who were rudely shaken
but also New Relhi which had to bear the brunt of a completely
Misplaced faith in the bona fides of a professedly peaceful

hinese neighbour.

To nt Beijing can restore confidepce in the
Daiaj Lamt:ean?tfe\is peop’legand assure New Delhn that 1962
Was an aberration, there may well be a meanmgful retracing
of steps. The Tibetan ruler may yet wend his way home and

€W  Delhi accept a rcasonable boundary _settlement that
assures it of inviolability of its land frontiers. Sad}y some
of the hectic to-ings and fro-ings of the Dalai Lama's emis-
Saries have, as of date, made no headway nor yet have seven
rounds of New Delhi-Beijing talks, spread over nearly four
Years, yielded any tangible results.
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PRIVILEGES OF THE GUILDS IN MEDIAEVAL ANDHRADESA

P. Chenna Reddy

THE guilds played, in ancient and medi;eval India, a
very important role in ensuring €conomic prosperity.
The origin of the guilds may be traced ba;k to the Vedic
period.' [t js referred to in the ancient literary worbfs by
several terms such as kula, $réni, plga, jati, vrata, sarhgha,
samudaya, sambha, parishat, sambhliya-sannuthana, varga,
sdrtha, naigama, etc.? The guilds may be broadly classified
into two types, viz., trade or merchant guilds and craft or
Professional guilds. Much more important than the craft .guuds
were the merchant guilds. They served as a catalyst in the
Process of shaping the economic life of the country. The
Pekka’.‘dru, Nakharamu, Panchanamvaru, Teliki-vévuru, Kampulu,
dlevary etc. were some of the prominent guilds of the period
under our survey (mediaeval period). These guilds not only
enjoyed certain privileges viz., banners, flags 'and seals, pr.a1
astis, corporate property e€tc. but also received sub_stanna
assistance from the ruling kings like the Eastern”Chalukyas,
the Kakatiyas, the Reddis and the Rayas of Vijayanagara.

@) Banners, flags and seals

b The practice of guilds having banners bearing the gm;
€ms and “the implements of their crafts is a very ancien
one. In an interesting passage the Harivaméa, describing a
Wresmng match between Krishna and the followers o'f‘Kamsa,
Makes special mention, among the pavilions for thors‘idat
arena, of the pavilions built for the different guxtsc;
iﬁd Sdys that these pavilions, vast as mountains, were de)c:aranetS
ari:gh banners bearing on them their respective xr:np lflr:epur
dist emblems.3  An inscription at Nagardhan in t efersg ur
a o €1, belonging to the seventh century A.D., reresident
ahguud of elephant riders and gives the name qf 1tsK des
¢ the 12 members of the Executive Commitiee. The Assembly
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of the guild made a request to the ruler to make a grant
of land on their behalf, and it is worthy of note that the
copper plate recording the grant bears the seal of the guild -
a goad - showing its status and importance.* Some of the
guilds in ancient India did enjoy this privilege.>

in common with the trade guilds in ancient India, the
trade guilds in mediaeval Andhradésa also maintained their
banners and flags and even had gods of their own. About
Nakharamu and Pekkandru and their respective sign or weapon
used by them, Prof. Narasimha Rao observes: "Members of
the Nakharamu being traders and having to go on long trips
across the country, often through insecure regions, provided
themselves, like the Pekkandru, with professional armed guards.
In addition to this necessary precaution, the members of
the Nakharamuy, like the Pekkandru, must have received training
in the use of at least one kind of weapons with which to arm
themselves while on the move. In the case of the members
of Pekkandru the weapon was the staff or the Danda. They
even assumed the title 'Dandayudha-hasthuiu’. On this analogy
it may be assumed that the weapon which the members of
the Nakharamu learned to use with skill and carried with
them on their business trips might have been the Nakharamu
a weapon probably shaped like the Nakha (claw). Hence perha ;
the collective name of this trading community, Nakharamu’?’s

The Panchanamvaru was the next impor _
. . i . t
in the mediaeval Andhradéfa. Panchanana me:?ns a&te gﬁ‘;f_‘d
It is possible that thi ild h . .
o 2 lfon. a is guild had a banner bearing the emblem

The other important guild is the i )
or agriculturists, It is norma?ly referred tgu;l‘,:dtfg lCUI_T{va_tors
of the Andhra region as 'the Kampulu'. But in tp Nscriptions
districts of the Andhra region, adjacent to the py i Southern
nadu region, this guild is found referred to in tﬁees_,nt Tamil-
as _‘Chitraméli Periyanattar'.* The members of l?;?;‘pt‘qu
1> __guud

*Chitraméli means in Tamil “Plough share” ) -
Periyanattar means members of the agricultZraiand~ ,Churaméh
Mahalingam, South Indian Polity , Madras 1955 pgg;;ﬂ. Ct. T.v.

Wbserved in this connections "It
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had their own banners and symbols. T.V. Mahalingam has
is of interest to note that

Some of the slabs or stones or plates on which their inscri-

Ptions are inscribed contain the sketches of the plough élong
With other figures such as the bull, serpent, drum, purna-
kumbham, etc. Besides, some villages also came to be named
Cither after the plough or the Chitrameli organisatlon_l'gself.
For instance, the village of M&dikurti is referred 1o as Médikuru

In Tamil as also Telugu."®

_ The guilds maintained their separate identity by esta-
blishing their own gods (tutelary) and temples. For example
the members of the Nakharamu guild worshipped the god
Nagar&fvara, The venue of the ‘dharma-sabha’ of this guild
Was the mukha-mandapa of the NagarEs’vargsxaml temple.
It is known from an inscription found at Perur dated AD
119 that Telugu members of this guild offered their worship
10 the god Telugu Nakhar&évara whereas the Tamil merchants
10 the god Arava Nakhar&évara.'0 It_is evident from this
that the guilds in the mediaeval South Andhrad&a maintained

eir regional distinctiveness.

14

in conformity with the practice

The Panchanamvaru, . i
d after their collective

of the tim . iy

. es, instituted deities name T A ;
designation such as Akkasalédvaral' of Akkalslis (Goldsmiths}
OF after one of the important implements of the craft conne-
Cted with cultivation (Kamata): Kamathésvara.

It is known from the Manuvamsa-purana that the Teliki -

Vevuru (oij-millers) were the worshippers of god Mallikarjuna
of Bezawada.'4 It is known from the inscriptions found in

the Karnarak - ¢ the guild of oii-
: taka region that the members 0O g .
millers construcregd a temple and endowed the god with the

Name Tellig&évara indicating their association.

The expression 'Gélé‘ya—Three—Hundred', is found in
::me of the Kanarese ,inscrip'tions of Andhra Pradesh. p.B. Desal
: ¥YS that G3léya-Three-Hundred was named evidently after

Kannada term Gila, meaning a ploughl>  This refers to
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the guild of agriculturists. They worshipped the god Galés-
varasvami.

The guild of Salevaru or Dharma-saliya-janulu are found
referred to in some of the jnscri_ptiqns of our period.’The
Mattewada inscriptio?n refers to the institution of g_o«:j_ ‘Sé'lésvara
in the name of Saliya-janulu.16 _Thus the god Salésvara was
the tutelary deity of the s.'a'leve_xru Or weavers. It is known
from Vaisya Purapamu that Vasavikanya was the tutelary

deity of the VaiSya community.7
(b)  Prafastis

Another feature of these trade and craft guilds' was
that they had their elaborate and high sounding prafastis
(eulogy). They might have adopted these praastis in order
10 increase their social acceptability, economic stability,
political prominence and above all to command respect from
the public. Some of the prasastis adopted by the guilds of
our period are noted here,

The prasasti of the Virabalanjas (which includes Pekkandru
Nanadési, etc.) is recorded in many inscriptions of oyr period. 8
Some of the important titles and epithets enjoyed by the
members of this guild are as follows: Samastha-bhy
vikhyatulu (well-known in all the worlds), Manukula~pavjuulu
(ornaments of the kula of Manu), Ajéta—s'astrulu-samasta-
mitrulu (friends of all and enemies of none), Samasta-dvija-
guru-devata-bhakta—marga-tatparulu (devoted themselves
to the worship of Brahmins, gurus and gods), Ahichchatra-
vinirgh3taru (Emigrants from Ahichchatra), Haya-gaj armbara-
dhana-dhanya-samruddhuiy (abundantly POssessed  of horses
elephants, gold, grain, etc.), Dar_\gﬁyudha~hasthu1u (wh ,
armed with staves), Visuddha—garuda-dhv’
were distinguished by the pure FEagle banper). yr .
dharma prat?pilakulu (the upholders ofgthe V'i'raﬁa)]’ Yirabalanja
etc. One of the Inscriptions styles them ag -
Vitarana-Karnulu, Ty3ga-balindruly, ete, 19 Ra{laranga.ramulu,

- H e
famous in P3akandu-21000, Vengi-6000 ang Hana?/nk:)vniir: \-/rc;‘rg

vanajana-
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Is supported by the title they assumed,  Viz. klz)zkd:\a;?::
Iruvaivokkaveyimtini Vengi-mataruv€laku-Anamkonda-patt
Ramnnaku-pramukhuly.20

The Panchanamvaru, like many of the orgamse? f;g:é:?g:;
BrOups of the time, had a Prasasti of their own. It fescribe
them as Samastadévatanistarakulu {the Devotees of ah three
Tl’ibhuvana—nirmité'—dharulu (The supporters of all ft ethe i
worlds), ri‘parvata—alarﬁké'rulg (The _ornaments 0 bl
Pa!’\lata) Anamta-s:abda—§5$tfa—puraﬂa‘péravaga"gatmanarUlU
(well-verseqd in grammer, purana, etc.), —,Dh'ra'dmrft a(rworkers
The brave among the brave), Jagadd_hnta—karanu udha e
In the nterests of the Universe), Sarva-jana-pur D)flwarma
(observers of the four purushardhas, purushardhas belr}g) " ete.2!
Artha, Kama and Koksha connected with the people),

The Teliki-vévuru or the guild  of oni-mnlli:is ar:ic—j
Prasasti their own. They were_ described as XdaTua y(the
dharma-pariyanulu, BhEgavati-labdha—vargpraSé:i)u Y rudsane
'SCipients of the grace from the goddess Bhagavaf o S,
Padaridhakuly (the worshippers of the feer:sa?;havalu oy
Brahmasambhava_PaulaSthyakula ManuvamsM dbhaval ooy
Bransoy,rom, the lords of EALa 4 o}{ Ed?\ Eburavreévar&
Brahma), Kankapura, Gajap“'adhmaya(um.’ 4 ray Gajipura and
Shrtyuly (they were the lords of Kanaka;S)u ) s
the servants of the lords of _Ayodhya). a]"as‘da-s’ésfanulu (the
0tras (of the one thousand gotras), B?Z'a‘wanadévadivya &
ulers of Bezawida), Bezawada Malhkafrlut pORSOL
>ada Padmaradhakulu (devoted to the IO_EUf ::ulu (they came
o val, Chajukya_rajya-mu"lasthambha)’“’“f the kingdom of
©© _be regarded as the main supporters o
~halukyas), 22

n prasa$ti.
The guild of agriculyrists also had t'r;glrw:;ves?ennauy
tis evident from this pras'a:ftj that thts gUlland and its pro-
' Tural organisation which depended upon
luction, It runs as follows:23

- - - s = 5 sh'i-ra-"i'vanam
S’rimatim Bhami- utranam Srj_l";a‘; ,.gfo_km !
Sarva[&ka-hitam-nyayyam chitram€laya sasana
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Jiyatam jagatam etat palanam rashtra poshanam
20, — . - - -
Sasanam bhumi putranam chaturvarna-kula-6dbhavam.*

These pras’asftis are valuable guides for us to know the
origin, original home, the virtues of the member‘s, religious
affiliations, banners and flags, corporate property, philanthrophy,
military feats, administrative powers, privileges, trade acti-
vities, samaya-dharma, etc. of the trade and craft guilds
of the period.

(c)  Corporate property

The guilds maintained corporate property or the property
owned collectively by the members of the guild. This is evident
from their prasastis and the gifts and donations made by
these guilds. As T.S.N. Murthy has truly observed: "One of
the features of the mediaeval Andhra village economy was
the rapid growth in samaya (guild) property mainly in the
form of land. It was received by the samaya as a remuneration
for its collective service to the ruler; or as a purchased commo-
dity, or in the case of cultivator's samaya new lands were
brought under cultivation by way of deforestation.”% A record
trom Panchadharala registers the sale of land by the Pamch3lulu
and Nayilu of that place to a_certain Buddhasini25 Ap epigraph
from Vishakhapatnam, dated Saka 1013, records that Nagaramu-
1Z of Vishakhapatnam made over to certain Milamandala
Matama, by an inscriptional deed (§5§ana‘~patramu) a suburban
area called Perumpalli with exemption from 4 number of
specified taxes in that area.?6 The residential area which
it granted to Matama must, have belonged to the Nagaramu,
indicating that extensive properties were owned by the mer-
chant guilds, which they could dispose of as they liked best.?’

The corporate nature of the property of .
is_well brought out by the inscriptions of they the guilds

uild of Telikis.

*Approximate English translation - Let this <gs o
by Gollas (shepherds) and the people sprung frifna"?,:“ flssu"g
class of the cultivator's guild prosper. e fourt
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An epigraph from Zuzziru registers _tf?e _glft of land itto 2a
lemple by five members of the Teliki-vevuru commtfx?s yfor
Two epigraphs from Mukhalingam, registering cash gi for
lamps 'in' the local temple, state that they were entrus d
10 the care of the Telikis of Bandinigrama and Chodag‘ar}go?’
pemta respectively.?? It is thus evident from the above in "
mation that there are instances where the Tehkl-vevuru mﬁe-
@ collective gift of land and also instances where .heydcci‘ y
Clively undertook to maintain lamps for which cash an dnt
8ifts were maded® The land that was collectively gifted mus

have belonged to the corporate land.>’

It is not difficult to determine the resources of lthe
Corporate property32Surely, an important source were the vcl>tun
tary contributions made by the members of the guild. 1s
known  from  the inscriptions that the guild bad the power
10 levy certain duties or contributions on its members.’
Secondly, - the guild acting as a bank received deposnfcslm
cash and kind when it contracted to discharge a partncufqr
"esponsibility, and naturally enough, they derived some lpr; it
'om this transaction. Lastly, members cf the public, inc u.llc?g
rOyal personages, 3 invested their money in these guxtins,
Capital which the guilds naturally employed in promoting
their own trades and crafts.

Incidentally, an important piece of information supplu:::
by the guild of the Telikis is that where the manageme
°f a gift was entrusted by the donor to the collective care
of the TelikiS, the latter undertook to discharge the respon-
Sibility of investing the cash in some productive enterprise
o lending it at interest if the grant was in cash or cultivating
the land In case the grant was landed property, and co!lecnn§
the profit or interest or yield thereof and fulfilling the objec

or which the grant was made.

. In order to be able to discharge this undertaking ;C:
8uild must have been properly organized with an Executl

Committea to carry out its obligations and look after 1its
Interests,
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TRADE AND DIPLOMACY IN EASTERN TURKISTAN
1864 - 1373

B. G. Gill

N
OW' Better Beneﬁts From of EASTERN Turkistan was one of the outlying province

helmgsj”al China, mainly consisting of Yarkand and Khotan
the e htﬂese had annexed these provinces in the middle o
of Iheg eenth century and by skitifully availing of the quarre!
region nTauve princes made themselves masters of the wholt
attem'( he th;ag, the ousted .ruling party, made severa
emancpj S 10 regain its power, leading to the country’s eventua
of thePdeon from toreign rule. As a result, in the course
the re imnete;enth century, China began 10 lose its hold or
from 1ogwor1])" Yakoob Beg, a Kokandi adventurer who had riser
made 1 1\rth to a posxtxon in the army of the Khan of Kokand.
Kashgar suacessfyu) bid to free the country. in 1863 he enterec
year e and gameq the support of its people. The following
Signitica C\aptured'lts forty in 1865 Yarkand., a city of great

nce, fell into his hands and in 1867 he made himself

;
Master
3l inde of Khotan. These successes paved the way o his
2 Pendence and he was invested with the title of '‘Atalik
mesuTna T, SaTemIma It o azi' o Fat - ra i
i AR NN Rt Rt 3¢ o 3 ne Champion Father - by 1he AT of Bokhara in
N i pe ¢ It Cnied inSucance Sian , 1 H i
Gecareator ents AT A itting reward for his courageous campaigns.’
¢ ﬂ::%x:’:: mearen | MM R4S year | ;
examin ) \ )
v et ST AT : Owing to its vi itical ith _common
e e, e hy ({AR) UNIT TRUST frontien. "8 to its vital geo-politics set up ¥ ,
e T ensewon  sarkof 3 (@, OF INDIA ecame Vith China, Russia nd British India, Eastern Turkisian
- Waturtey Bonus. 3% ttor 10 year  Exsterneenan mw;:” (et aren Me a centre of attraction and debate in Central Asia.
« Anyone between 13 N ' oL
Ay e o o the g emRRROn b hational Sttt R
PO IS New N 110002 Tl 3318638 Thi . d in
Is country of 4,65,000 sq miles consisted mainly
307y *

of .
. three districts of Semipalantinsk, Syr Dariya and Zargfshan
a as settled inhabitants.

Wi

I:hcg"‘y one third of its populatio ’
Ces wi‘f?"y though thinly populated was rich in natural resour-
Quantit; gold, silver, silk and wool produced in ur_mmxted
fuits tes. Khotan was particularly productive in silk and
Coppe; A variety of minerals and metals like jade, sylphur,
Neighba lead, emerald, touchstone, etc. Were found in the

8hbouring hills.
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Wit .
for tradef‘ szg natural resources and great potemiahty
of England and Sn was bound to attract the attention DOt
silently watched thUSSla° For some time both these powers
political scene of e dramatic upheavals taking place on the
of the life span ‘;f :,:“5 country. But neither could be SU'¢
cter of alf Central (;\ryew government, a kaleidoscopic chara-
its rule for nearly h sian countries, and did not recognize
however, they foui/\d a:]f a decade? To their utter surprisés
all sides, Yakoob B that despite the perpetual threats from
Turkistan. By 1868 begh‘”as consolidating his rule in Eastern
alive to the advant oth the Russians and the English became
and started makin ages arising from trade with the country
The new Kingdom ga.Vlgor.ous attempts to woe Y akoob DBeg-
while its trade wa gbmed importance in Central Asiah politics

$ becoming an issue of weighty consideration-

) The realj i
transit trade with éh'COUd alfect its vital interests in
direct trade with thisma wh‘ch' had to pass through it. Besides:
Moreover, the strate country in itself was no less significant:
of British India and gt:\c position of this State as a neighbovf
population cguld have on he repoierse influence its Mushir®
Turkistan under its on the feliow Muslims in the part of
for Russia to reco occupation were factors powerful enough
British who had egmze its suzerainty. jn like manner
er. i maki
clash. The Tgﬁss;r;;erfests of the two ;gae.?sve;t::: sb;\?rmar?:
gave rise to the a ?r»r\;'ard' moves in Central Asia in 1860'S
itself, an ﬂnpalatatﬁie ension that it might swall Kashgal
presence at the doos circumstance bringing R o ili gr
step of India, threateninugssﬁg dmelfé;iey

The British on i m

for fachtcan their part sta maki j
cilitating free trade traffic witrl:f: theail;mg S enétz
reach. In 18

itself Kashmir Gov
ernment wa .
system o i . S induce
ra):.tes carrf\ed;::\:; zy “fglght o an ad v:lo:gmchange the old
onsiderabl ~ rate. Thus the
from 30 Y, as for inst .
to 12 perpecre :ten“tr hte(;es per cent and on t::Cfroon piece goods
ir. At were rates m 78 per cent
to Kashmir. . spread ov ;
niform tran:;‘tt ;he same time another be:;f.fr_ om the Punjab
uty of 5 per cent on goodlclal reform was
s going to Leh.
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ar and Leh in a fiscal

This placed traders to Yarkand by Srinag
th Bokhara by Pesha-

position equal to that fo those trading wi
war.?

in In July 1866, however, il was brought to light that
excactual practice there was hardly any reduction in duties
theegt for a few privileged who could lodge complaints with
to 2 overnment Finally the duties which could not be reduced

'5. per cent as suggested by Cayley, Resident at Ladakh,
were fixed at 5 per cent.

This trade between Kashmir and the neighbouring states

:gsn largely carried by trading agents of the Kashmir Govern-
e t. Certain sums of money were loaned to them from Govern-
andm sources on which they paid moderate rates of interest
Werethey were allotted a large share of the 5profx_t. There

many of these agents employed at yarkand? This system

no doubt adversely affected general trade.

mo By 13868 the direct trade with Eastern Turkistan g_athered
SenTe“tUm when Yakoob Beg himself took the initiative and
to a semi-official messenger 1O the Punjab with a view
A open trade without intermediacies. R.B. Shaw, the British
gent at Ladakh, in a simiiar mMOve went to Eastern Turkistan

i
n December the same year.®

mensions of the transactions,

Further to assess the di '
was held at Palampur 1n

a trade fair, the fi i i
irst of its kind S
1869.7  As a result, it was observed that Yarkandi traders

flocked in targe number t0 venture in the fresh markets of
tbe Punjab. They had brought along with themn raw silk, sitk
%xece goods, gold, drugs, wool, carpets and ponies all wqrth
s. 1,28,159 in exchange for Indian piece goods and tea besides

some other products.?

an incentive to open
ashmir Government to secure
Since the whole of this trade
the Maharaja was persuade
oods. The route via Kashmir

The success of the fair provided

i‘;{i‘:her negotiations with the K
hrOUIePmexsmg channel of traqe.
to passed through Kashmir,

agree to the free flow of &
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was preferred to that of Kulu, for it was open during a la}'%;;
part of the year and was connected with Eas_tern Turkxskh
by an entrepot of great repute at Leh, the capital of Lada é
an outlying province of Kashmir. Later, however, the.'.’o,as
via Changachenmo was preferred thanks to the facilitie

of grazing and water supply no less than trading marts through-
out its course.

A trade treaty was signed in April, 1870, under whose
' goods passing between British India

trade route, to settle their disputes
magisterial jurisdiction.!0 th ted on
official level for the first tj tehed ond

M€ and was watched and warded-

Yako
Viceroy th::gh?egth:?dthnow.Consolidated his position and the
commercial ¢ € tlimes were propitious to push the

ontacts i
dated 4th April, 1579 ol UTET. In 3 letrer to Yakoob BeB

® Viceroy wrote; o

N this
for the . foad com

No duties i lves an llers.
Passing on (t)tfusm:pf"(’i‘s of an ‘ ill)lmg:rtlyevjoe{d t:;:rlwvegoo ]
between  Ingyy X ©3d, 50 that Merchandize wil] come and 8°

i nd your
of cartiager. ! country at no greater cost than that

According)
gf Yakoob Sy,han Ofﬁcer was sen
rospects, The come

C . o ]
that the trad UMulatiye effect of the above  moves Was
‘éiﬁﬁ';?“' ' ack only 10 ygg7,  increase

on not Only wi now hoped that trade would be
vast regions to ith Eage

t along with the enVOZ
Ndia to assess the futuf

ern Tyrk; jth the
of o t ; ) 1stan but also with
the w;rsitt?;: China!2 nci?.srta ;:dud‘f‘g the Northern provinces
that Yakeep MD35sador frogm8 this hope was the report O

)
USticalt € woulg t. Peterburgh (July 13, 1870
Justice" some Rus appear ¢4 have t§eat(e d ):vith,"scant

€rs who Visited Kashgar and the
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former's confidence that the advice, which the ruler of Yartl:,a::i_
Would doubtlessly receive from Forsyth, envoy to Ke;s gns,
dS to the expediency of encouraging commercial re atn:m
with hijs neighbours, may be accepted 'Wh.)Ch wouldl prtev”
any  cause being given in future for §1ml_l_ar com;?.am s.t y
Russian losses were doubtless British gams..Although >epar<"al eS
from Kashgar dominions by a distance Aof. some 1,100h mi eaé
the English were not deterred by the difficulties of the ':o d
but exerted themselves to their utmost to convert Kashga
and Yarkand into English markets.

The main exports from Eastern Turk@stan were cfonf;‘rzgg
only to three or four articles, the most important obwder.S
Was charas. This intoxicating drug was grown on tr;je Po:n‘ab
of every field in Yarkand and was exp.orted to the j vérv
Where the demand for it, owing to its fme quagoty, vrvcicem v
high. Charas in India yielded profits as high asp2 h”?e - .

he next major import to India was that of Pas wéven. e

underfleece of the goat from which shawls we'ré rfaniﬂ o
Was brought from Turfan and was famous as hu fani wooll
one of the most valuable fabrics.!” Earhe[:r t]8€67 ol irade
Was a monopoly of Kashmir Government. nd ’ AN
the traders were informed that it had cease to be a s
wool Y and_that they were af Lbers tCY::l?and merchants
Wool by any route they pleased. Thus a fev:( F e Punjab.
Carried their wool through Kulu to the marke

was found in large quantities

Gold, which “came. next, s found in twenty-two

N the province of Khotan. Though it wa o olarly worked.
p]aCeS, not more than five of them WU sgand gold dust.
Il Was imported in the shape of bars, cons BUC B8 o
o ‘Mport rose from Rs. 3,939 1n 11§67T|E\Q’ was e;bout 40 per
and further to Rs. 1,49,498 in 1873. 1s

&Nt of the total imports from the country.

her major
i Raw silk which was 2 Staplelwa;t );Trtstagr?cti not more
\MPort to India. It was not very popular he Punjab. Though it

L into t
'l remserea 1m90fted l llent quality, 1t was not
f 1ts uncoated fibre.
a. But the demand

gh hard

Yas later discovered to be of exce ent
relished by indian merchants on _BCCOfUBokhar
€Y preferred instead the fine silk 0

i ich thou
for “this silk went high in Europe where 15 [
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fibre was processed further to turn it into a very fine quality
oi silk.'”® Trade in this item later on flourished due to its
abundant supply and ever expanding market in Europe. The
profit earned was never 1];355 than 50 per cent and it soared
at times to 200 per cent. Yarkandi mules, ponies and horses
were equally in demand as well as medicinal herbs like gular

pattar, toranjbeen and gharikoon. 20

The exports from India were many but not as high
in value as the imports. They were mainly cotton piece goods,
arms and ammunition, tea, indigo, pepper, ginger, honey and
opium.?' Out of the whole lot of exports the "Bazazi" or
cotton piece goods were most popular. There were exports
of 486 maunds amounting to Rs. 85,000 in 1870. Common
calicoes. coloured calicoes, muslin plain and figured, long
cloth, prints and chintzes were preferred for lining of Chogas
(robes) and other articles of dress.?? The craze for Indian and
English piece goods could be judged from the fact that the
cheap though home spun cotton was exported to Ladakh from
where it went on to Tibet, tinding a ready market there,
as it suited the standard of the inhabitants. The cheap and
expensive fabrics going in opposite direction was observed
by the British Joint Commissioners in 1874 who wrote:

"It is strange that on the road between Ladakh and
Turkistan two streams of cotton goods should be flowing
In opposite directions. The cheap kind manufactured
In Yarkand finds an increasing sale in the Ladakh market
for use in Tibet while it is met on the way by English
;grtlzc?’r‘\zfabncs of more expensive quality going to Yar-

The demand for costly textiles was shar isi —
year. For four years between 1870 and 1%73 pijty ;;S(;ng ol
quadrupled and stood at the following figures, 4 almost

Export of piece goods to Eastern Turkistan

Year
1870 Amount value in Rupees
1871 59,085
1872 61,337
1873 1,00,415
1,91,200
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The next important item of export was tea. One _of
the basic necessities of the inhabitants, it was earlier suppll_ed
by China. With the advent, however, of Yakoob Beg all ties
were snapped with the celestial empire.2’> The demand fcr
tea found a ready market for Indian planters, especially tor
Kangra teas which were better in quality and more favourf’zbly
Placed being nearest to their markets. The only handicap
was that the Yarkand traders could not deal directly in tea
trade. Most of the planters were Englishmen and they d‘f’
Not want to turn into general merchants. Furthermore they
demanded cash for their teas whereas the traders ci Lastern
Turkistan adhered to the system of barter.26 It was liere
that the traders of Amritsar appeared on the scene and secured
all teas from the Kangra planters and sent them to Centra!
Asia. Thus Amritsar was a regular haunt of the Yarkandi
trader5.27

In the initial years it was only the Yarkand traders
Who came to the Punjab to exchange their commodities with
Indian ones.8They were an enterprising race who were pre-
Pared 1o undergo any hazards if large profits were gained
al the end of the journey. The British envoy 1o Yarkan_d appre-
Clated these admirable qualities of the inhabitants in 1874,

He remarked:

"They are industrious, peaceful ‘and as a rule remar-
kably intelligent and very energic and would be quick
to appreciate and adopt all the advantages afforded

by European science".

An identical view was expressed by H. Mason, member
°f Manchester Chamber of Commerce, who described them
as:

M v an industrious and commercial population anxious

to have access to our manufactures".

. The trade was carried on through three routes. The
first through Afghanistan and Badakshan, the second through
ashmir, Gilgit, Yaseen and the Pamir, and ﬂ}e third through
adakh and over the Karakoram mountains.’’  The traders
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always preferred the route via Ladakh though it was compara-
tively more tough. This was due to the fact that they were
taxed only once and that too moderately on this route.
The traders, who had to carry their own grain for beasts,
did not mind undergoing these minor inconveniences so long
as they were free from heavy impositions.’>  Thus Ladakh
though not a paradise was not looked down upon with disfavour.
The following table shows how the goods could be more cheaply
conveyed through Ladakh than via Peshawar an}da Bokhara.
The calculations are per horse load of three maunds.-

Haulage expense to Yarkand

Via Peshawar Via Ladakh

value in Rs. value in Rs.
Duties 77 24
Carriage 51 66
Total ;lig _9-0

Thus the traffic on Ladakh route increased every year.
The main attraction for the traders of India to make long
and hazardous journeys to that country was the high prices
realized for their products. The large margin of their profits
could be imagined from the prices of the goods prevailing
in India, the prices for the same after reaching Eastern Tur-

kistan 5and vice versa. It can be assessed from the following
table.

Imports from Eastern Turkistan

Commodity Prices in Turkistan Prices in the
Amount in Rs. Punjab Amt.in Rs.
Charas - per pound 20 to 30 60 to 80
2. Gold dust per tola 14-0-0 15-8-0
3. Gold coins 3-0-0 5-0-0
4, Peshm per maund 40 to 50 100 to 120
5. Raw silk per maund 160 to 200 240 to. 300

. h]
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Exports to Eastern Turkistan

i i i i Prices in the
Commodity I;n;::lsn :ni"‘l'tl;r:ntan Puniab - AMLRS.
. Sugar per maund 14-0-0 50-0-0
2. Honey " 8-0-0 40-0-0
3. Pepper " 30-0-0 70-0-0
% Ginger 8-0-0 25-0-0
5. Tea (Green) " 80-0-0 150-0-0
6. Indigo 80-0-0 150-0-0
7. Opium " 280-0-0 ' 415-0-0
8. Brocade " 55 to 100-0-0 100 to 150-0-0
9. Muslin per th&n 3-0-0 5-0-0

¢

With Russia fast establishing its authority in Central
Asian Khanates, the British had all the more reason to give
Serious thought to this particular state whose trade they
Could wrest and thus tilt the balance of Central Asian politics
N their favour. Neither could Russia remain indifferent seeing
that the British were carrying on a flourishing trade with
this state and were making great endeavours not only to
Monopolize the markets of Eastern Turkistan but to exclude
't therefrom. The Turkistan Gazette noted with regret the
INCrease of English influence over this area year by year
3t the expense of Russia.’¢It further observed : "we can h.ardly
SUppose that the English Government 1is actuated in thls_ by
d consideration of trade profits alone ... The comparison
of the tree importation of the English goods into Kashgar
With the difficulties and dangers our trade caravans experience
" Kashgar is very curious. And yet Yakoob Beg is our immed-
2'e neighbour; it is not for England, we should imagine,
Ut for Russia to monopolize those markets".37

Thus the necessity of securing a footing in Kashgar
was Seriously thought of by Russia. A further irritant was
the British mission of 1870 under Forsyth, though it cogld
Mot achieve jts purpose owing to Yakoob Beg's preoccupation
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th Tungaris at Urmachi. 38 In consequence the
atched a mission to Kashgar under Colonel Baron
une 1872. The result was that Russia was success-
ful ifi establishing a firmer hold over Eastern Turkistan than
Great Britain, leading 1o the conclusion of a treaty in June
1872, Russia was granted the privilege of trading in the domi-
nions of Yakoob Beg without harassment and subject to a
maximum import duty of 2.5 per cent ad valorem.”” But the
demand for the appointment of commercial agents in the
country was rejected. Yakoob Beg agreed only to the opening
of two depots for mercantile purposes. Such meagre con-
cesions left Russia with little hope of future prospects. It
was thoroughly disenchanted when it was realized that the
treaty in actual fact was nothing more than a sham, as no
good feelings could spring between the two countries. Yakoob
Beg had no faith in Russian profession of friendship. All the
same, he put no obstructions in the way of such Russian traders
as were Asiatics, but refused absolutely to allow European
subjects of Russia to enter his territories. On the arrival
of such European Russian merchants, succeeding in finding their
wav to Yarkand, their goods were seized and owners were
sent ba(;k to their country after being duly compensatedf‘
The obvious reason for this discrimination was the supposed
dread of intrigue on their part.

with war wi
Russians desp
Kaulbars in J

Although Rpssia was successiul only in striking a deal
on paper, the British were shaken out of their complaisance.
Uplxkg Lord Lawrence who was extremely distrustful of the
sincerity of Yakoob Beg, Lord Northbrook found him more
reliable and was all set to build firm relations with hinf:
Northbrook wrote with much enthusiasm to the Duke of Argyll,
the Secretary of State, about the arrival of Beg's ambassador
at Calcutta anq conveyed the desire of the ruler to enter
into treaty relations with the British. It seems that Northbrook
had already _made up his mind and was only inf i the
Duke about his plan of action. He wrote: erming

“In the commercial treaty he wished us to enter into....
one of his requests s that an envoy of ours should
accompany him on his return to Kashgar. I'll select
Forsyth....." gar. selec
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. This clear and definite selection of T.D. Forsyth makes
1t obvious that Northbrook was resolved to enter into nego-
tiations with Yakoob Beg. On the latter's part, his enthusiasm
could be ascribed to a sense of fear of Russia being allaygd
by the Viceroy's gesture. The British too had no doubt in
their mind of Russia's intentions to monopolize commerce
I Central Asia by wresting differential duties which would
INevitably exclude all others from the scene.

All these factors finally promoted the British mission
of 1873 which reached Kashgar in December of that year.
Unlike that of 1872, this mission successfully concluded a
Commercial treaty in February 1874. The treaty which was
Signed by Forsyth included a large number of concessions
for both™ the sides. Accordingly, the merchants of both the
Countries were to enjoy the privilege of moving freely in
3ll ‘parts of each other's dominions. All imports into India
3’:."3 duty free while import duty of only 21/2 per cent ad
Ry M was levied on goods entering Eastern Turkistan.
R{, Article 6 of the treaty the British gained an edge over
Iib551a' It stipulated that the British Government was at

€ty to appoint a representative at the court of Yakoob
8 to engage comunercial agents in any of the towns of
astern Turkistan. The British Indian subjects were free to
Purchase, sell or hire land, houses or depots for merchandise
Egrposes within the dominicns. In case of emergency all the
mSC;sh of the British [ndian merchants were to be dec1de.d
of the presence of the British representapve at the couit
of e Amir% Thus the British subjects en;o‘ye_d full frgedom

rade as well as security within the dominions of Yakoob

paerg{ a8 privilege which was refused 10 their Russian counter-

tian(,nThe homecoming of Forsyth, following the treaty negoc—l
been bs, was no less than a celebration. The British ego ha
ang oosted and they had been successful in gaining an upper
If I the markets of Eastern Turkistan vis-a-vis Russia.
Sianusiéa was having a lion's share in the rest of Central
3 place hanates, the British genuinely thought that here was
More . 107 them, right in the heart of Central Asia, a place

Crucial so far as its geopolitical importance was concerned,

a st ; ) .
3te rich in material resources and worthy of commercial
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. : : ; e
transactions. For the time being they were right, for th

trade rested exclusively in their hands.

The British in their effort to retain monopoly of this
branch of trade introduced the 'Central Asian Trading (JomPa”_Y’
in 1874. This Company, for the first time under the enterpris

ing directions of 1ts manager T. Russell, tried an experimental5

despatch of a caravan to Yarkand with goods worth RS-}:QO’OO f
There is however no further reference to the activities ©
this Company. It would seem that there were no more Iripss
as Russell on his return disclosed that trade was entirely
in the hands of the ruler and there were no direct dealings
with the merchants or the people. Further the British traders
who went were wholly ignorant of the value and nature€ of
the goods they bartered for their own. 46

The British were so successful in Turkistan market$
that the Russians were totally defeated. The craze both fof
Indian and English piece goods was so great that Russians
started stamping their goods so as to induce the belief of
their English origin.%7 Cotton piece goods had become almost
one-third of the total imports of that country. The aggregat€
value of the latter for the first three years ]1869-1871 was
Rs.2,52,787 which in the next three years [872-75 shot upto
Rs.5,99,295. 48 Another factor that boosted the trade wa$
the closing of Almaty market with China, which resulted
in a heavy rush for Indian teas especially that of Kangra:
Tea was as important to a Yarkandi as bread to an Indian
or opium to a Chinaman.

But decline set in soon enough. Yakoob Beg understood
the value of conserving the natural resources and the need
of a stable currency in the progress of a nation. In 1874 he
put rigorous restrictions on the export of gold in any form
and a mint was established at Kashgar for the national cur’-
ency. *® But the British on the whole continued to thrive on
the factor that Yakool Beg was more inclined towards them
than towards the Russians or the Chinese.

But once Russia realized that it had no rapport with
Yakoob Beg, it turned towards China with whom it enjoyed
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%Q9ser ties since the trade treaty of 18692° While the ﬁngl‘Sh

tre pampering Yakoob Beg, Russia was backing China to
recover its Jost glory with the result that the Chinese army
moved westward in 1877 and won the preliminary encounters
at Manas and Urmachi. Before, however, the decisive battle
was fought, Yakoob Beg, who personified independent Eastern
Turkistan, was killed. The Chinese had thus nO'dlf.flCUlt'leS
N grabbing these territories and lost no time in imMpoSINg
their rule once more,5! while the British who had successfully
Wooed Y akoob Beg were now replaced by Russia, whnc_:h there-
after slowly but surely through its shrewd diplomatic maves
Monopolized the markets of Eastern Turkistan.
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BOOK REVIEWS

KEYNOTE. By J. R. D. Tata, Bombay : Tata Press Ltd.,
1986, xviii + 155 pp-; Price Rs. 95/-.

ONE learns that the Tata Crest, designed ongmal}y
By the great Jamsetji, founder of the clan as we know_ it,
and later re-designed by the author of the book und'er review,
carries three Avestan words 'Humata’, 'Hukhta' and Hva'rshta ’
Meaning respectively, 'Good Thoughts', 'Good. Worqs, gnd
'Good Deeds'. 3.R.D. Tata, at eighty-two happily still going
Strong, cannot be kept out of any Victorne‘m.-style docketing
of 'Eminent Indians'. A team of ranking publicists have almost
everentially selected and edited his speeches and company
>tatements " in this deliciously produced volume. There are
N it, of course, no profundities; besi_des, Mr. Tata.who is
doubt]ess a sophisticated man but with no pretentiousness
Makes no claim to them. But he may rest assured that most
r€aders, offered by him "the option either to put away the

%k or to turn the page and read on", will choose the latter
COUI’Se_

: In spite of certain, historically ‘_evolved, arcane propensi-
les, the role of - Parsis in Indian life has been remarkable,
S°metimes even luminous. There was a time, during the la_ui
Seventies and early eighties of the 19th century when imperia
I8nitaries seriously contemplated transfer of B}rms.h lnén;s
“¥pital from Calcutta to Bombay, the former being in British.
€Yes too often cantankerous and prone to what the Japanesi
ru“"g class used once to describe as "dange'rous thoughts
while Bombay was supposedly sedate. "Loyalty", it was 'thoqght‘,
Vas a function of "affluence" which, as far as ;he natives
l\'\uere Concerned, was more evident in B_ombay thar'w in Calcqtt_ar.‘
ave you ever seen a lean and thin Parsee?", one Britis
O-~consyj exclai}ned, expecting corpulence (in th_e rhetoncil, _
70t also in the physical sense of the word) to introduce a ¢
firm acquiescence in authority, however alien to the sol
 might pe, However, it must have been love for the land
Vhere his remote ancestors had found not just a refuge l_)ut
Ome that had led Jamsetji Tata pioneer into stegl-makmg
ind scientific research in India. It was this love that, in modest
neasure, J.R.D. has inherited, which redeems even what
¢ writes a5 an unrepentant spokesman of the possessing

pr
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classes in india. As Jawaharial Nehru once exclaimed in regard
to ‘enlightened liberals’, for such people "the Bastille has
not fallen® and they imagine that when abysses appear 1IN
socio~economic life they can be jumped over in several Jeisurely
and limited evolutionary leaps:

it is good to read of the young JRD's ache (not too
stinging then) for lIndia's freedom when in the early thirties
our people were astir, for he must have known such things
as that Dadabhai Naoroji, acclaimed as Father of Indian Nation-
alism, had not only spoken of Queen Victoria's Prociamation
of 1858 as "our Magna Carta", to remain 'engraven on our
hearts* (vide speech as Congress President, Calcutta 1886},
every Indian child needing "to commit it to memory as it
lisps its mother tongue", but had also in 1893, from the same
platform in Lahore, averred that “the greatest question before
you, the question of questions, is the poverty of India". This
great man, an honest Anglophil, wrote also a classic of his
time, Poverty and Un-British Rule in fndia, where he expounded
that “the former rulers {of India) were like butchers hacking
here and there, but the English with their scientific scalpel
cut to the very heart, and yet there is ne wound to be seen,
and soon the plaster of the high 1alk of civilisation, progress
and what not, conceals the wound". With such forbears, JRD
and so many others like him, often strong on the strongef
side when Britain kept us under its heel, could not help the
conviction that freedom for a country like ours was a 'must’
especially when in spite of entrepreneurial excellence ouf
people were kept virtually in 'planned backwardness’ and
as little more than a predominantly agrarian adjunct to Britain's
‘metropolitan economy’'.

JRD has a pleasant, self-deprecating manner and even
more, a sense of fun that makes light of his own reaj feats -
heading for decades the country's largest industrial compiex,
helping powerfully to eradicate the feudal trappings (stifl
existent) of Indian business activity, pioneering air transport
development, advancing perceptively scientific specially
atomic, investigation facilities, playing the rofe of é discerning
patron of the arts, thus attaining, in spite. of his remoteness
from the life of the commonality, almost the statys of @
jegend in his life-time. He is allergic, of course (to put it
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mildly) not only to communism - if he| W3S not “le bo;xirg,go
gentil homme" (he will not, one hopes, risqnt the appe ra
he would perhaps have said in the blunt, Y&kge"’manne
"the only good Communist is 2 dead Com :
$°Ciali5m, to which hypocritically Sor ‘011‘2; e
in public life pay verbal court, Sociail : :
thepshining (Ofpwyas it 'shiny'?) armour of hz§ former a:rt]je‘{
Minoo Masani, whose formulation of “the Mxxgd E?\on?}asyis
Warmed the cockles of bourgeois hearts and remains t ? s
of the 'philosophy', if it can be so ;ailed, of the late untzfr;wa "
ted Swatantra Party and its mujtiform successors in u :ct‘Yn
politics. A review like the present does not require re-dbutll %
(if that was intended) of JRD's honest-to-goodness, pon-p:;‘)e
vocative championship of the private sec.tox:‘ as against o
Jawabhar!al concept of the public sector in thg commalr\ "tg
heights® of India's economy. One wanders why with his -C:”..)y
of vision (how else could he fly s0 well when nearly eig ty.t
RD does not see history’'s writing ©on the vyg!i, does _z:o-
Perceive that, though still not denuded of all resx{tence, za;::ezv
lism on a world scale, reliant on war preparations anntually
Colonialist devices of exploitation, 1s  doomed he\/te e
and j1 js not satisfying 10 one's conscience tna trz:xte
ong run we are all dead and should therefare concegmiSh
On short-run objectives. Like the Jail doctor, .under -
law, having to certify that the cpndemned kme'rig:jelop-
or execution', history, according 10 its faws 'o.f socla s
Ment, has certified capitalism 1o be similacly “fit for exee B ]
That the executioners do not appear ready yel

little consolation to men of foresight.

JRD Tata has not written & polemic, nor should 8 rlewg:zv
of his book turn, in its own perverse way, a counter-p: en;n:
' remains only to say that in a 1ime of many unsavoury appﬁa-
"gs a book like Keynote, produced beautifully, urbane, o
Youred with wit and suggestive also occasionally of ws'}izeé
t-e expose, within its self-enclosed limitations. of a Cl'wclass
MNd, by no imeans free of the parti pris of the a\uthorsvent
Ul redolent of an unforced liberalism is 2 p(e'asureabie eactl);
How delicious it is to find (p. 62) IJRD wondering wha exmew-
> Meant when he is thought of as one “possessed of ahyre ner
d0us concentration of economic power’. He isy as i book
Shows, 5 cultivated and pleasant person and would perhap

. . (13
breakinto a smile if fold with scriptural arony = if the
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light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that dar
ness."

Hiren Mukerjee

RATNAKARA'S HARAVIJAYA : AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
SANSKRIT COURT EPIC. By David Smith, Delhi ¢ Oxfof
University Press, 1985, 317 pp., Price Rs. 200/-.

THE book under review is a study of Haravijaya, Jonges*
of the Sanskrit Mahakdvyas (50 cantos and 4351 verses) but
not much recognised. This Mahakivya has not received it
meed of appreciation because of jts length, monotonous discuss”
ions and also because it comes after the recognised Mah3kavyas

. Mahak3vya, as a literary form, suffers from certail
disadvantages because of its very npature. Still the famous
five Mahakdvyas have received enconiums because of the
profundity of thought and mastery over language which 1

common to all, though each one of them has its individual
excellences and even blemishes.

Haravijaya has not been recognised as a good example
of Mahdkvya by critics, particularly the Western ones. It
has ’been called ‘a real monster’, 'utterly lacking in proportion'»
David Smith, the author of the present work, obviously feels
that this is an uncharitable view of Harav;jaya and in this

he is in the good company of Raj Shekhar, the {: ight
and politician. ! ' e Tamous playrig

The book has a wider canvass than t
1 . ' a mere study ©
Haravx,aya.‘The‘f}rst 3 chapters deal with Mah3k3vya in general.
The three specific topics are 'History of Coury Epic', 'Poetics

.and Court Epic' and ‘The Role of MahZkSvva v It
is tn _ this background that a detaj vya in Society'.

kavya is discussed. 1t is Interesting to note

, - that the author
regards the Harsha__charx;a of Bana, though in prose as a Kiavya.
It is in fact Ratnakara‘s professed model, Amongst the Maha-
kavyas, Harshacharita and Gaudvaho are specially selected
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X . . In the
¥ historical poems to which Haravijaya is hk?nefhexresult
COnd chapter, the author's point that poetry !5 ics repre-
of the creative’ genius, the raw material, while po;r generally
NS the structure of rules, definite Caregories: ics, Figures
3Ceepred, Here he studies two feajures ?f po;:mu’\dz’ahéksi’ya‘
. SPeech, gesthetic emotions and their place tic. Amongst
S treatment of Rasa is detailed and suthen aré accorded

© Orientalists and the aestheticiams, the former ive a due
igher position, and the plea of the author tﬁtgrhﬁ‘ third
PR 10 Alamkdrikars deserves a serious thoug lous reasons,
Fhapter deals with the sociology of Kavya. For Obwauthor that
i is imited to rourt life. A point made by thsee of security,
avya, fike fituals, provides through eulogy 2 Senvaﬂons in the
Sserveg 4 special mention. Rest of the obses e of the dis-
Chaptey need not have been laboured upon. S'Omn independent
SUSSion in fart i elementary, e.g., that Kavys 3 afour is more
TCe in g own right needs no proof. Qhaptefhfs own work.
"Slevant pecayse it presents Ratndkaras View o es1 Here Bapa
t is )Ooking at the poem through the poet s €y .M - second
‘Bs_the Model and may be Rawndkara considers himsive tondness
"% Bven with the blemishes like the €xCess

S 15 In a
A T e S S e B
the . tHi-defeating because it gives enoug a like utter Jack

Of ppe CCOBNISed weaknesses of this Mah‘ékaviio
ProDaction, ang ardinary conventional descrip n 1o Kavya have
TENIs on Architecture, Music 10 relat o

: e. The
the main them
’;;L‘?"es: but not rmuch relevance 10 the author has

Studiay 8, “haprers only show how dee{ggis is of interest
to N Haravijaya, The chapter on Symb have little place
) “19 feaders, The complaint that Symbms % ozen conven-
D Kavya s examined here and the VieW that N}s or can be
Kivya are in fact its powerful symbo ccepted. The
?\aﬁe $a b‘h‘ the pO(’(‘S en.‘phai}( UsagE’? C'arn' ?grr:; énd {eﬂsioﬂ
bet?:e SYMbols - warking of nature, pure white

icated.
e oppasites - arc well argued and authentica

uce Mahdkavya

introd :
Y stics and g€

a5 oL e intention of the author was

, ‘haracier!
2 Sumorm 10 readers, point out 18 ma;:?ed. The author's
deep o 'Y Of Maravijaya, he has SUCCeEECl. 4 Taicciptines,

arg 0y of Mah3kdvyes, his knoviedge © to co-warkers
in thgvgdem' The quotations and re{erm‘?ﬁiemion, however,
« H R . ‘

s ‘eld Speak of pis scholarship. M he o ant place 10

Persuade the readers to accord & RO
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S ’ . ie not
Haravijaya as a Mahakavya, the effort, | am afraid, 15
successful.

S. N. Gajendragadka’

A-
STRATEGIES OF BRITISH INDIA, BRITAIN, IRAN AND AFG:HY
NISTAN - 1798-1850. By M.E. Yapp, Oxford Unive
Press, 82 pp., Price Rs. 230/-.

G
TIBET ON THE IMPERIAL CHESSBOARD : THE MAK::‘en
OF BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS LHASA, 1899-1927. By Pre

e
Addy, Academic Publishers, Calcutta, 1985, 364 PP pric
Rs. 150/-.

THIS much-awaited volume from the School of O”entaf
and African Studies, London, harps on a familiar themethe
the formation and execution of British policies beyond lar
celebrated north-west frontier. it is a record of the trianguid
contest between the India and the Foreign Offices and 1 e
Government of India for precedence in policy-making in respons
to the waggly frontier of a capricious Russian empire. !
impulses and motivations behind the ‘unauthorised' over reéc“qn
of the reluctant and diffident men-on-the-spot, quite quixotic
in their remarkable loneliness at distant imperial outposts
have Dbeen unfolded and heard earlier as well. The present
work represents the quintessence of the School's quest §0f
a tangible explanation of that Great Game which was enthu$”
iastically conducted for more than two centuries.

Yapp's study begins in

pp's 1798, when a French-sponsored
Afghan invasion of India

, la  threatened to destabilise British
strategy. It terminates in [849 with the annexation of the

Punjab which brought the frontier of the Indian emptre N
direct contact with the political boundary of Afghanistan-
Persia played the central role between 179§ and 1838 in British .
atiempts 1o hammer out a viable strategic system in the
area. The object was a Persian buffer, and in search of its
the British politicals for a while hummed a fijting Persian
lullaby. Initially, they wavered between an Afghan alliance
as advocated by Harford Jones from Baghdad and a pro-Persian

demonstration, italicised by the controversial Mehd; Ali Khan
trom Bushire. _
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in theTh;anp elrnsmn approbation was, however, only a flast
impression ;}f ;ernal‘ rivalry among potiticals, the delusive
and unpractic ; e missions of John Malcoim, at once brifliant
imperial di ioa’ the introduction of a fresh element in the
thern bouné)a macy with a major surgery across Persia’s nor-
of Russia's fc);’ by the Cossack army, the unpredictable nature
against the eSIgns and an inflated Persian €g0 conspired
bled and or projected alliance. The Government of Indig grum-~
bilities wgmc:wled and became nervy at Persia's natural suscepti~
was no lon rregard‘ to the pigantic northern neighbour which
ington E“ge. a naive spectactor with quaint innocence, Weli-
fis \Jer enborough, Ge.orge‘Tucker, James Fraser and Heacy

hey sae experts operating either from London or {rom Teheran.
p the ;ght a cheap bargain, ruddied the situation, muffed
fought WPDOrtumty, un’dervaiged the pride of the Persian court,
Situmtion ith the Shah's advisers, tumbled into a mucilaginous
ambassad and, fmaliy, were outwitted by Simonich, the insidious
MeNeil] tor from St. Petersburg. [t was reserlved for Jobn
as the o wrap up the prospect of a second Persian honeymoon
Shah moved into Herat egged on by the wily Russian.

rtures yieided 2a stitl-born child,

As the Persian ove
n towards 8 more seductive

S;;ttifg d’Pmeacy was obliged to tur
McNe lrl in Afghanistan. Minto picked up the thread where
the rln had left. But the French bogey was still alive and
the ission of Mountstuart Elphinstone 10 Kabul reflected
diplorﬁncanny uncertainties of Minto's defightfully - electi
the Catlc_de{neanour. The hangover of the Pers;an a!hance‘
a Str:.mpilcanon_s in Sind and the phlegmatic dispasition of
whase "“ed, Foreign Office harassed a c‘oniused E iphinstone,
a lege gwsh munificence earned ftor himsel{ ’the tame of
Weregrn ary Hatum Tai. paradoxicalty, the British advances
tom tgpuo‘iawd by the Afghan for their niggling parsinony.
a dead ie day of its ratification, the treaty of 1809 remained
etter.

again B“!tsh‘ attention was focussed on Afghanistan once
angd ;ewhe“ in 1830 Herat, Kandahat, Kabul, Ghaziil Z{aiaiabad
Slowiy ihawar became the seats of various Barakzai ruters.
Stratep; ut surely the punjab had been moving within British
to La{;g ic comsiderations, The mission of Charles Metcalfe

ore resuited in fury and consternation. As Ranjit Singt
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crossed th ;
lamb, was ﬁ\sfr‘:.::éh Metcalfe, then meandering like Mary's
Heaven'. By the t to put on the role of tghe 'Hound of
the British frontie reaty of Amritsar, Ranjit was tamed and

T Was pushed upto the Sutlei with advanced

posts all along. O
- One of t
Cutch and another was thathgieL::P:F:ns;s was_the Residency &t

Henr -
James Todz s:;tlgger, Alexander Burnes, David Ochteriony,
of the empire’ ac l\rard CQlebrooke, the Vigilant r-O-CODSUlS
aura as a POSSibleq ‘Jed for the Indus frontier aP O antic
the poliical creed of expangonits n siar retens 3 €

y Benti ’ sts in . .
Burnes and nixknﬁg?mbed it, EllenborOUSI:d;i’rS;Zc?'t\:e;j\]ax afr:g:rr'
:'!i Russia is to ContCOnolly in their missions réa’ffvr;ed it.
we should have th rol one end of the Oxus", th ! Jaimed
Khiva had render de other." The failure of ,h ey clal at’
The high line. haz a counter attack on B ltk: Russians .
to be maintained, nevefthele::pe;'telsgi‘:ﬂ;

heightened a
nd pre ;
Y 1 . P Ssure was o ‘
app’s narration as merely a garlr::egflélle?f in what appears "
uit.

But the traged

hopelessly in, gedy was that an j -
macy of brin:g\?\us?,t-e to aPPreciatenirfugc:,igt Auckland proved
British political com Ip and hastened to nces"oj" the dxplo;
The fiasco of the ;.Tu"'ty in India into aggad a "circumspect
and of the Punjab irst Afghan war th lSastrou§ adventu.re-
) followed in qui,ck seucacnene?‘anon of Slns
ssion. The booO

has a striki
ngly eas X
documented. Every gohftl?c“z,u It is both informative and denselY

or Persian ch and o
N arge h adminijstr ,
in his proper posiia, o> D€eN a ator with any Afghan
position ssessed ade y A8
. quately and place

It is fa;

airly wel
:xtreme nqtionalism al
as been influencin

-known,

h
nd as 3 Owever, that

Phenomenon of

basically 4

O i of

and anti-liberal feelin ysis some evidefcuerope' Hannah Arendt

the proposition, stresseﬁs.thceorge Lichthej of racist ideologies

mic groups interested in N manipulating prgcv while accepting
er of the econo-

took a similar vi imperial
ew. Mod .41 expansij ;

ern 1mPerialisml,° n};eDf:"l'g Fieldhouse

eld forcefully,
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teria which eventually developed
f fascism. Capitalists were con-
to invest in economically sound
icians who felt irresistibly
Robinson and J. Gallaghar
the official policy of
power politics and

was the product of mass hys
lt';to a more grotesque form o

nt, it has been maintained,
z‘;giscts ar}ywhe.re but it is the polit
!’einfg to a nationalist hysteria. R.
View r‘ced‘ the _th_e51s by interpreting

“torian imperialism chiefly in terms of
strategy.

"the Winfried Baumgart, ~while explaining .imperialism as
ackn unlmterrupted continuation of Cabinet politics,"” reluctantly
fac(:\y Gfdged that‘ 'economxc—lndustr;al' and 'demograph}c'
lead, rs accentuated it. Thus the wprldwnde process of expanston
as ing to the scrar_nble for Africa has been explained away
ca a P_Olltnc.al ;nd diplom «iic. phenomenon. The much-maligned
thglta-“St’ It o1s emphgsm‘d. watc_hgd the_development frem
actorsxde screen but d}d not participate either as an vactxve
be or as an epergetlc 'prompter. Hg is merely an incidental
neficiary of a fierce political competition.

same thesis maintains even a margi-

In Central Asia, the
in this land of "stones

Zi; economic gain was hardly available. :
life scoundrels", distinguished by a'low level of economic
o and an unsophisticated consumption pattern, it has been
mphasised, the attempt to locate a potential market was
g‘nerely a political ballyhood of historians. Our author goes
e step forward. He characterises the so-called cry for

self-defence as a fancied vision. India, he claims, was neither
Russian army led by

i‘:]reatened by the expanding waves of

of Petuous generals in search of glory nor would the Government
I India have wished to move forward unless it felt intensely
IEK]Ued- Yapp holds that while London was preoccupied with
urope, Calcutta was bogged down in internal security measures.

what curious logical system, Y app

has concluded that the ever fluctuating frontier of British
in European chess-board and

Lnd;etx‘ served both as a pawn ‘
werelck 1o beat the internal - disorders and rebellions. There
men unquiet spirits and there was no lack of adven;urﬁus
Centron the frontier to keep the pot boiling. But economically,
pre al Asia was a penny-ha-penny affair and no on€ was
Pared to burn one's fingers despite the memoranda, papers

By means of a some
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and despatches written by experts and governors dwelling
on the economic potentialities of the Oxus, the desirability
of underselling Russian tea and the necessity of opening the
channel of communication into Central Asia through Sinkiang
via Leh, Gilgit and Chitral, or through the Persian Gulf and

Mesopotamia orf through Kabul and Kandahar.

Yapp acknowledges that the prospects of a Central
Asian market had excited the imagination of Alexander Burnes,
Ellenborough and also of Auckland. But he would ignore the
fact that it was the commercial pressure that had been working
quite ostensibly for making the port of Karachi, Manchester's
point of entry into Central Asia. C.H. Davies, T.D. Forsyth,
William Murray and the Palampur tea industry laboured for
the promotion of this interest. Richard Temple, a governor
oi Bon‘:bay, has left behind enormous material on this 1ssuée.
Lumley's paper on the promotion of tea trade was placed
before the parliament as a command paper. There was no
dearth of intermediary trading community apart {rom the
Hindu merchants and financiers of Shiharpur and Multan extend-
ing their business as far as Bokhara, Samarkand and ‘Khiva~

dOOdle'sl'h:orpr:szzct of an expanding market was neither official
mulate dust Whmmercxal doodad kept buried in files to accu-
A. Burnes' n:avelozrt‘le nge B:)i?wisra t?nrott;\gh Elplhinsmnels Caubul,
travel diaries, R.H. Davies's report onrete volumes, Moorcroft®
e e ey L Bl wor n ne i
Uiggeso Ofgr;i;iirukﬁgﬁhart\gse:anc,aravJa'n Biddulphs volumes on the
» .

gwoqgh Turkestan, J. Wood's reponmg;”etyhi OsfourJ.P. Fe;\nez
a:;a/\fa;init?ose’ lnnumerablg memoranda  on Cgre\trZ{ ArsT;a
departmgent Zfar;h mi the ho}dmgs of the political and secret
in the economic Zi ndia Office, one gets instinctively involved
concludes that _n-mensxon of the Great Game. One invariably

A , was not yet another ex ’
minded expansion on the part of frontier men ample of absent:

But Yapp, like man
. y others, has, in hj .
, : 1S i
Qe(jc@ed, tg turn a blind eye to all these HSUP?HOF wisdom,
]aL:w gmgbt ese articulate material interes{s e ie content In
embarrassment because like Palme;StOn °fh expans]’xdonlss
e wou ike
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to i ;

8ar02(.?fl?leuislngéac '2?"91)’ as a pawn in European dipiomatic
of all the . ording to him, was the .representative view
of Controf horexgn.Sec‘retarles. The President of the Board
of an un r’ud'('i maintains, had to perform an onerous duty
GOvernme%n %lfﬂglnc;gdxator betwgen a bell;cose and mercurial
Directors and a nci‘rac’urﬁs geceptwe and indulgent Court of
Government of Britain. pect, prudent, and even squeamish

took t;’:?re were also ambitious politicians, he adds, who
ctone: t;\r assignment at the India Bqard as a despised stepping
them,t ere were others whoseconf:rmed mediocrity enabled
quenceo ozcupy the post as innocuous incumbents of no conse-
dhares fan there were still some_others who considered their
Genegral a:j.too seriously to foreglimpse the future. Governor-
of Aucksl ctifferedrm _qpahty and in interests: the 'rationality’
of Wel, arlw , the m'tpmvengss' of Elleanrough, the 'confidence’
Minto esdey, thel lr)se'curlty’ of H;rdmge, the ‘'silliness' of
An dean' the genius of Dalhousie ha_ve been described.
Yaap uszlte. their sharp and asymmetrical characteristics,
drai nderlines, they were all equally Vkeen in favour of
ooty g a favour;ble resonance from Brrtain- The commander-

chief, he continues, was singularly ineffective and other

m : . X
embers of the Government were primarily concerned with

"Bee‘:]enue and political matters. Of the Governors, those of
the gal and Madras had little interests in problems concerning
i Pnor'th-west. And the Governor of Bombay, preoccupied
the fersnan Gulf and Sind, did not have any conception of

rame of reference of India's foreign and defence policies.

elimination Yapp highlights the
he spot - the politicals, envoys,
ommanders - having the mono-
hes them forward to occupy
d. These were the men
s of war and peace

y _ Thus, by a process of

lgn_xfxg:ant role of the men-on-t

Residents, agents and military ¢

poly of information. Yapp Ppus

al‘:omment places - in the foreground

o made and man'*ed the various issu€
a flamboyant empire.

study of the impulses of these
e reluctant imper-
laboured exercise

Yapp's is an el

sporti _ oquent
151?;:'“’ frontier men forcing the hands of th
' s at home. As a result, despite this
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in a bulk _ '
y volume Central Asia continues to remain a dimly

lit parabola .
of historica nd
romantic sentirnents. | research hushed up in verbiage @

to thepglsxf{:dﬂ\d:ry‘s volume adrmnisters a singuiar ( orrective
tiers but a studp spective. This 15 not a monograph on fron-
rivalry in Asia HY on British imperial policy. /\nglo»RUSSlan
of interest is the ‘S central theme and the principal focus
3n extensive ethnol ermit kingdom of Tibet. Endowed with
uon of a hlerarchgg‘fa! frontier, governed by the combinad-
property and a Smal'fab church commanding cnarmous jande
but Luppliant peas ut sturdy nobility and served by 3 vast
death, Tibet Provizrc\fgy hingering on the boarders of life and
seductive attractions ;)ver the years absorbing intecests aP
mystics and historians olrk adventurers, explorers, militarists
with India, its gamy 2uke. Its cultural and religious aftinity
system, its definit ant  position in the Himalayan Staté”

e though decaying contacts with an anaemic

China and it ISUNCti
'ts distinctive geographical Jocation between 9"

energetic a ’
g nd restless British India and a cure  and cortain

Russian Central Asi
sia wrned ths sleepy tableland into a Cof kpit

ot international r;
; al rivalry.
with the Persian Gu]yj As a consequence, Tibet formed along

. and .
20ne of conflicting | Alghanistan a fiercely contestcd
issues emana“ng fr‘gr‘:ret‘;t& Intricacies of Euroﬁvaﬁ diplomacys
the ingenious search by o€ o a spasmodic ChINE
market, the political ‘Y!an industrial Briush for o potential
geographical explorati nferences of the apparently INNOCUOUS
of the men- ations and the ¢ ’ TN :
on-the-spot comfort rothy and tervid tervour

ably coalesred 1n the so-cailed

ing. Alon i ¢ res
e G.Jg. wAtizer/}:aséif Lamb's Ber‘;\:;‘inhasnzcen quite reward;
Greeve's Persia and 1 hleush India’s Non;:crn C::‘;ne5¢ Ccn&ri
The Younghusband Missionbeie"ce of India, and rgnl.ueri\'ﬁehr;';
ficant place on the shelt . Addy's volume should find igni-
of selected books on odm "::Sgt al
modern Centr
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' ' i ) i d a
Against a neat and synoptic historical setting and
: g count by delineating

telling introduction Addy opens his ac :
the hesitant British initiatives under an astute Warren Hgstu;gi,;
operating through an intrepid Hindu trader, purangit Goss "
and under the supervision of a determined §cotman, eorg
Bogle distinguished by his humourless sincerily- The primary
objective of these initial contacts with the Papchan Lama
ate of China and to revive the cele-

was to open the wicket-g :

brated, albeit shadowy, silk route. During ‘the first half of

the 19th century, the Company's pomical inluence w?}S‘teizl;
Y, ri

tended to Nepal and Bhutan. with the expansion of

informal rule over Kashmir and Ladhak, Tibet began 10 feel
the pulsating pressure of the fjuctuating Red Line. W‘hen
I response, China sought 10 strengthen her control 1N Tlotz)gt
Y Ppromoting the insatiable addiction of its clergy and nobi-
lity for the exotic aroma of the special brand ot Chinese
brick-tea, the Rritish planters in their counter-move prepared
themselves to overwhelm the tea thirst of the Tibetans 'by
St’Mulanng the supply of Indian tea. The annexauonof Dar;eelmg
intensified the storm in the Tibetan 1€a cup and Russian
bear borrowed a Chinese chopstick to stir the fluid snuauor;.
n imperious Curzon brought with him a new Spl”t of env.
Borated imperial CONsSC1ouUsSNEss: Impatient, gncyclopaed:g
and almost a ‘Conservative Calvanist's the new ViCeroy force

the issues 10 “risi g an enigmatc Younghusband was
. a Cristy anu @ % .
o Lhasa to organisé 3 long awaited

Commissioned to move on tl

Tibetan tea-party.

1t had become axiomatic in British imperial .p'o.hcy
that 1o expect a ‘barbarous' country between two civilised
Nations to retain its independence was as ludicrous as to
ask an egg to stand on its ends. This was an universal \mpenal
Consensus. Curzon had little parhiamentary hangup and 1t
ws resofutely maintained by ofticial India that Mr_. pagett.,
;,{tp' with his indiscreet INQuIsitIveness had no busmesswng
th;ir-fere with the imperial high policies. In cpnsonagcg ol
d imperial accord, Curzon decided to espy an inflated Ru
©Sign in Tibet and its ominous shadows across the Himalayas-
ct May be flippant 10 consider that Curzon's mMotives we;:
ai"’:‘torted by an overricing desire {or pe_rsonal glory. At;e;\he
as Yosphere was nevertheless generateq in Calcutta Wi s arat
Mstance of a crafty Bhutanese€ vakil, the legendary ara
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Chandra Das, and a devious official propaganda dwelling on
the various ramifications of a possible Russian invasion. Cur-
zon's letter to Dalai Lama was returned acknowledged and
a second provocative communication was followed by a phased
programme of intervention. As a mighty proconsul of the
empire, Curzon had made up his mind to draw the maximum
advantage of the wrath of the incensed John Bull rebuffed
by a 'semi-civilised' entity in a so-called no-man's land. Initially,
the home government was disposed to favour a forward policy
and its attendant pressure tactics. The excitement in London
was, however, ephemeral thanks to the considerations of
its global strategy. The military ascendancy of Germany,
the rise of Japan in Eastern politics, the complications of
the Boer War and the diplomatic isolation of Britawn engincered
feelings of diffidence, despondency and apprehension and
they underlined the need for circumspection. Curzon could
not quite comprehend the nuances of the European diplomatic
syndrome from the glittering viceregal camp. He chaffed,
argued, sent off blood and thunder memoranda and, finally,
decided to force the hands of the hesitant home government.

The cautious steps advocated by the Secretary of State
from London to his dear friend in India were candid: "The
truth is .... that if there was two more of you in other parts
of the British Empire occupying big posts, the machine would
not be manageable ... although 1 quite admit that there are
occastons on which we ought to risk cverything for the attain-
ment of our object we cannot afford to adopt a truculent
and intolerant tone upon every difference which may arise.”
This belated circumspection on the part of the Home govern-
ment was conditioned by the disperate nature of Briiish inter-
ests and the manner in which they touched the aspirations
of almost every power. Thus while Calcutta continued 1O
mampulate local situation with deft officials, London devoted
itself to circumscribing the Viceroy's impulsive initiatives.
A Ru;s:an_alhance seemed more attractive to the hesitant
adm|n1§trat|on in  Britain than a whipped-up Russophobia.
The Viceroy's Tibetan policy was accordingly sacftfz(cd at
the alter_ of the Triple Entente with equanimity. Strikingly
enough, in every aspect of the imperial poll(‘y-the Home
%gvernment ‘had begun to find itself at variance with the
arx‘gerg\);;niﬁ::!e Curzon considered it an evidence of weakness

ion to allow unarmed shephards to graze their
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flocks every year across the territory of the Raj, London
opted to wink at the unfortunate poaching for the sake of
diplomatic convenience. From Calcutta, Germany S¢6m9d
8 distant land having little imperial concern and the Viceroy
decided to use large-scale maps in order to h,ghhght the
problems of Central Asia. In contrast, Russia was V‘e“’.ed
from London as a weak state mined by revolution and having
legitimate interests in Tibet and Afghanistan. She was con-

sidered as a mischievous, though not quite dangerous, comendferl
requiring constant and careful watchfulness but no vengelu
apprehensions. Germany, on the contrary, with its increasing

Militarism and regimentation loomed large on the official

horizon and it unmistakably offered omnous possmmtlgs
for the fyuture. "I cannot conceive why we shouid object Rqss;a
Boing where i1 will", Salisbury quipped with charactensuc
Indifference to the Viceroy's sensibility, "provided we are
ot excluded from there 1oo". Curzon sheered at the Ho_me|
Bovernment's misguided priorities, scoffed at the ’foo_hst‘n
?100r War, entertained misgivings about the Foreign Office's
unreal' commitments for Chinese integrity and expressed
hls vehement passions against Its morbid Inclinations to walk
‘Nt discomforting risks in Egypt. Persia, Morocco and elsewhere.
hese diverse shades of imperial prescriptions and policies
have been so sensitivelv woven by the author that one is
l_eft with an unmistakable tnage of a flamboyant Viceroy
‘NMtally encouraged by the Home government but subsequently
‘held back by his own erstwhile friends in London. _Brodrlck,
" particular, cmerges i the study as an embodiment of
tmidity pendulating between two extremes and in the bargain,
dOUble-cmssmg hic 'chum' in India. The chief concern (?f
pritish policy in London during the period following Curzon's
Vlceroyalty was to ensure Chinese adhesion to the Lhasa
tre~aty‘ The occasion was considered particularty opportune
°Wing to Russia's exhaustion after the war with Japan and
Man Peking's expressed desire to regain her foothold in Tibet.
orley, the Secretary of State, was the arghitect of the
L:?shcy at the London-cnd, while a sio_hd Minto, vexeciA zy

oWn mediocrity, precariously held his own at the s 1gz
in India. Morley was desirous to come 10 terms wit

Ussia ang St. Petersburg reciprocated sincerely his sentiments.

€ lone| i ; - rumble, moan,
. y Viceroy in Calcutta continued to 8 !
Whin Y f Russian pro-

€ and demur d the honour O

n as he doubted the -

pg::cgme“ts and apprehended a possible Russo-Japanese comd
=t In the Far East. The crafty Panchan Lama almost seduce
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a flustered Minto to offer him a protective British umbrella-
Coordmavtnon between London and Calcutta was at its jowest
ebb. While Morley giggled in his wicked joy as the Chineseé
army moved into Tibet, Minto raised his hands in sheer disgust
and cried out in vain against the arrival of the Chinese wolves
amidst thel Tibetan iambs. Morley ignored Minto's ,mpctuousity
and prescribed sedatives to the discomposed India administra-
tion. He scornfully rejected the word 'prestige’ in diplomatic
;:‘;’Ee al!;d :’"BEd him to watch cheerfully the 'Tibetan Game'
wm\g ?heye out ruthlessly between the two Oriental contenders
M ml;:ospect of much bloodshed and cruelty. In facty
obliged pm J was left for Minto and his officials who féit
e Sos themevote ‘themselves to a futile attempt to measure
an ableg on ng Chmesev syhadows'over the Himalayas. Hardingér
but not a far “9‘ha brithhant mind, and a pracucal diplomat
s Minto's S-Slg ted statesman, was Moriey's inevitable choice
heart and sol::(icessor' The new Viceroy had already entere
in the context :)r;to_ the spirit of the refashioned diplomacy
a different cominemdl German ascendency. In iIndia, howevefs
had become the al visian, projected so admirably by Curzo™
flavour and nuance‘:Ccepted official creed with all 1ts loca!
himself, its emhuszasi?g before long Hardinge became. despite
logical features of UPPeCronK:”' The geographical and gthno‘
maps of Indian Foreign D sam beg_an to re-appear 9 the
Hare kept alive the mysterione Cnmee b B0 reliel: Lancelot
implications of an ezzjeerlous Chinese bagaboo and the diverst
strategic frontier b mic Russophobia. The search for 2
Indian case. 1t wase(;z:]:we an essential thrust of a reviscd
monotonous  story  of aec;uggg:, a repeat performance of @
a restless spirit under the s admunistrator turning 010
ﬁrontxer psychology and above Pl'ﬁssure of imperial ympulses:
interests. In this exciting acco alt, the attractions of materlal
Addy has combined a rem unt of imperial expansion Premen

arkable historical insight and an

intense devoti :
imperial canvain hit: lii:tl?'en?cl documentation. His extensive
. . S ; ) .
tutions and traditions of Tibn); e;“h's command over the insti
et, .

as a world pheno )
provide the "?isse r::":c”e and his sardonic sense of humaou?
impact on the readers ':/e of the study having a compelling
recommending the work to z‘:)rthrevlewe' has no hesitation N
as a satisfying experience. the lay readers and specialists

Suhash Chakravarty
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CASTE, CONFLICT & IDEOLOGY- Mahatma Jotirac
Phule and Low Caste Protest in Nineteenth Century Westerr
India. By Rosalind O'Hanlon, Cambridge, Cambridge University
Press [published in India in association with Orient Longmans

Ltd., Hyderabad), 1985, 326 pp., Price Rs. 150/-

THE most significant event of the twentieth century
India is her liberation from the foreign yoke after 2 fong
and unique struggle spearheaded by the indxan_Nanopal Cohr)-
8ress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Besides this
great movement which had its Origins in the mnetegngh cgnturg.
there were also other movements with their origins in 1n€
Nineteenth century stself which may be described as protest
Movements in the social and religious fields. One of thess -
the non-Brahmin movement -~ was d movement of all ot e;
castes against the Brahmuns. It had its origins in the nineteenth
century Western jndia. The major factor responsible for creag
iNg this clash between Brahmins and non-Brahmins was the
awareness and consciousness created by some P"°87355“:;
non-Brahmins such as Jyourao Phule und_er.the lmpacatrues
Eng!“h education, the achvities of the Christian mission ,

and the British rule i1tself.

i ise and growth
Th eral studies on the ris ‘ .
o e o whe B nd Madras Presidencies.

of this phenom i mbay 3 ;
enon in the Bo y . Marguerite
ention m m jes by Eugene Irschick, Marg
on may be made of studies by agnd chers. What emerges

Ross B :
arnett, Gail Omvedt, Kavalekar . ‘ at was
from these studies is that the non-Brahmin movement

not just an ideological upheaval puyt more promane:\atrl\)rfmr:;
developed into a socio-political conflict between st
Who were the protagomsts of the age-old oppress v ahn re !was
Caste hierarchies and the non-Brahmins, though ;freview
an ideological element involved i i1 The study unce

lyse
15 explore and ana
IS an attempt as the authof claims, to €xp deas and argy-

'in detail the actual content of ideolog¥, the ! 4 to rally
Ments that non-Brahmins themselves put forwar { Brahma-
Popular support to their belief in the oppressiveness l(;uer upon
nic religious values, and the evil { the
the lower castes in the nineteenth century”, (P ua
?;Z\lmes that such an examination of ‘mheacéngmai
soupOn-Brahmin ideas preferably from t nding '
ources, would be more helpful 0 understa
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- . ' athe
origins of non Brahmin politics and ld¢0§og'}‘ 'an:ﬁ e
a study of “the ready-made set of polmcae ehind 1
interests supposed 10 have been the real forc course of o0
This is the hypothesis which is tested in the 4 1o detail ’
study. The major part of this study is "devote first }eader
exposition of the ideas and arguments of the nt 0 lo“"a
and most influential theoretician of the movem‘-’a atm
caste protest in nineteenth century Maharashira,

nsists
dy <0
Jotirao  Phule". To this extent the present study

;geoloBY
, R . ion of the ideo sh .
mainly of an examination and presentatio ;

thov
en
and thought-process of Mahatma Jourao Phuie, €V

ict and '
it forms the sub-title of this book. Caste, Conflict tudy

‘ the $
logy provide only the general frame within which
is set.

h.Dr
r's PP
The book under review was originally the aum?or whl_‘-:;
thesis on Mahatma Phule and low caste protest

she received her Ph.D.
interest Dr, O'Hanion,
wealth Studies at the
bridge, is working on

; spect”
in 1982, In pursuing her field ‘gommoﬂ
who is now Smuts Fellow in m

an
3 history of the non-Brahm'“ath_
caste movements in Maharashtra after Pphule's dea!

. ) th
author s well-equipped to undertake such projects Wi

specialising in modern Indian History and Amhropolog' ¢
knowledge of the Marath;j language has enabled her I pich
a first-hang study of the

Dy ] i
rst original sources in Marath
are indispensable {or such an undertaking.

book L e
The Is organised into six parts delineating arts
broad areas of study with th

. h Pt
reas eir sub-areas under €aC o
In a briet INtroduction the aythor discusses the prob‘%m’"d
low caste protest nineteenth century Western Indi hypo”
:;g*?'“sf the h-"eCOpe and objectives of her study and tg;e al®
Sis for the study js formulated and expiained. ibut
poses the Pproblem of th, factors that mightphaVC Contrl?op’d
to the origin of , New ideclogy that came to be devE T .y
How far the larger social forces of Wh’d;ofm""
fmay not have been aware 4 3long contributed to the jgion
lation of a new i How  these objective c:ﬁs ny
into 3 i i
these and not otpe g sugeeological scheme,

ne¥
Suddenly have assumed 2

. C8
. n -
Centre for South Asian Studies | jo¥
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- newly acquired
hrpor tance? (p. 11). Phule’s own ’deastheoforthodox religious
rahmin power that was used to Rmteddmon is worth examin-
POwer or to aggrandise their material con sestions proceeds t,O
ing. The author, after posing these g from which Phule's
SXamine the area of social structure
Mmovement arose.

igion and society under
In part 2 of the book the religion { transformation
British ru?e is presented in W{“?“ the Slr;fezza(;e from & JOOSt;
of the meaning of 'Maratha’ n pzp small elite of powct’fut
Bfoup of 4 Marathi-speakers or regory in which a“’.“’s..
[amitieg "to a very broad social cadgcouid claim inclusion
every social group working on the lan ificance in so far as
(P 48). This had a new appeal and Siger: share in education,
it helped them to claim for a 8"3‘“{“5. The effectiveness
BOVernment jobs, and other social benemore proncunced énd
of  this changed perception became ¢ which had everything
useful in establishing a 'Maratha e Y hmin ideology- The
10 do with the emergence of the non- | legitimacy in terms
3uthor has examined the crisis of Cunur-atian rmssionary pole-
o the structure and content of the Ch”:eives- She has tried
MCs and of the Hindu reformers them work in Maharashtra
'O establish the fact that the m*ss“’"argmgms into existence
during the period was responsibie tor ial reformers'. (p. 85)-
f 'a’small but vocal group of Hindu o 'conveying in their
The ™issionary effort also Su(‘(‘(’edede; refationships between
arguments an implicit idea of th¢ proxiw and the individual
LT writings, religious hmra@ 1"ed out of a pattern
sliever. (o, 6). This idea was .de\'zoﬁef iself. it created
felationship  within the Christian 95 that Hinduism was
"W feeling in the Hindu reformg" basic divine relations
wSatisfactory as it denied access *® The impact was not con-
© a large section of its believers. € d to other paris of
fineg 1 Western India alone, but sprea uch as the Brahmo
country, giving rise to movements $ northern India. The
JAmaj in Bengal and the Arya Sama fl.n*on in Western india
Tise ang growth of religious reform OPI.;!Q an ‘understanding
has €en analysed here with a view movements $aw a;
ot the ideological origin of what these s that attende
thej, major fa;ks, and of the awkwardnes
T30Y of their effortsn.
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Part 3 of the book introduces the reader tc the emer:
gen‘ceA of_ a distinctive radical voice through Jotirad phule
and his circle of student radicals in the mid-nineteenth century
Western India. Phule belonged to the Mali caste, who Wer¢
Rardners by profession. It was classitied as Shudra in e
four-fold Varna Scheme. The environment in the family, SC
and the local community  which was heterogeneous, creaté
in '_’lm and his friends new ideas of social reform and religiovs
rr}adlcahsm. "lt !5 stated by his biographers that Phule 3"
rls frl?nds are said to have been fired with ideas of ]ibpraFI“S
:)felsrhliguntry from foreign rule by their reading ot the “Ve:
o ;rj\ld 1nd Geqrge Washington, and the work of Thoma)
Phule' 2n hy the influence of ant.-British Brahman" {(p. ”9_’
e 4 is frnends had believed that the key to @ funds
o ange In  social attitudes lay in cducation. So
pe 3 School for the girls of the low and untouchablés

ny ‘ as himself teaching in tie school- HE€
andr a ':ocnety for increasing education amongst Mahars
socioty of fronénzrs. In this effort of Phule and .hls
form riends the emergence of Phyle's own distinctive
orm of radicalism a5 1t amounted
castes who were "synk deep in ignorance and musery. arising

from want of ed i
ucation i "
(B. 119). and intercourse with society in general

The author discusses

of Phule's effory
Third Eye ang ¥ thro”gh

l}? detail the content and I""'l-"ar(‘:t
IS p]a S and h as the
Setkars plays and bouks such af n*
chord) etc., 1o creat arancha As'.‘da (The Cultivator's WhiP
which Constitytes he 4 social identity for the lower casté€s
the subject matter of part 4 of the booK

under review Phul
S : e al -
Sh'Va)lC?\a Pavads (186.95)0 through  hys major works such 385

Guldmgiri (187

the Brahmins Wh?
wer ) the British rule ove
British Government hgjst:“gungus. and the way 1n which the
hands into those of the igh ceast real Power to siip from IS
ional elite which serveq 3 2dministrat

i tve and profess-
provide an ideological bal:}s (p.137). Phule's strategy pwas to
following could be brou on which 4 potential populal

. . A h
Hindu religious hierarchieg t aboyt ¢

of an upward social mop

O reject
as able 1o har
arguing thay

the conventional
ness the impetus
all lower castes

S. He w
ility by

i eXisteq
“In K

; Cultyre and modes of social leadership

7 out ata”y_brOUght out in Chapter !3.
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h an attempt

Suld rightfully call themselves Kshatriya. Sucrs and culti-

> helpful in projecting Maharashira's warrnoh an identity

Yators as the real stuff of the society, and suc d traditions.
€d in the midst of familiar mstituf‘qns.]atne the central
s ballad on Shivaji, Phule tried to assimila € eadition
SPlsode of Maharashtra's history the much longe rouping
With socia] leadership by the ‘Maratha-Kunbi cast trgditionS,’
ringing together the warrior and the cultivator culture.
Wh,'Ch constitute are integral part of Mah'e'zrashtraisdeo]ogical
'S was “the alternative Phule provided "as an

ri ~ interpretations of
Val to what he saw as Brahmln—cemufe(‘:)-;ge).pHe Provn;ied

‘mi adership.
an alternative model for the Coming non-Brahmln ledd p

e discussion centres round the

l .
. . societ
ﬁ?slt!On of the lower caste community IR Comemporzrfy the 10)\:
lghhghting the need for religious emancipation

mployment
(O:?Stge People. Phule was very much Opposid ;loig(ir;Eseceeen);Omes
ang fahmin priests for the performancg O rperform their own

car. SUT€ssed the need of the former 1O religion formed

;)n;e'mon'es- His desire for independenc € ltr:on of the Satya-
> 4 . a .

the main impulses behind the form etition of

shodha Samaj in 1873. Incidentally, weraS;i.ei rle;imched by
Sa : ro ;
Perlyarrne Slrategy in the proteSi:\ Kiagras Presidency during

- Ramaswamy Naiker , t and

tt:e 20th Century ‘thl)’IBh his SC“-ReSpeCIhoyf\zmegrahmm

o Jel-Respect Marriages performed Wil
3t.

N part 5 of the book th

ion in Chapter 12 about

Phule-:he.re is an interesting disCuss principle of a

vision of human rights based on t:ex "in developing
thega 31 human equality. The author says e k of Thomas
Painc, '9€3s, Phule drew heavily upon the work O fT0 .
_ami,. Whose work was very popular in the radica

Ic \

‘ Iso have deve-
Phule moved..." (p. 193). But it could i\e all powerful

S Part of his own conception Of.GQd asdt'n the introdu-
Ction MWara and the Jaganiyanta as indicate lh redemption

ne his work slavery, praying Him for o:nethe Brahmin
lem Shudras from mental slavery by rooting

hmin power
. Phule" ; e nature of Bra :

nule's own analysis of th It is necessary to point
writing his works

Pre-soci

IS juncture that Phule's interest in
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of
ire
ness

was not a literary one, but .of presenting the problem
lower castes exploitation by the Brahmins who had acqu
extraordinary rehigious and political power, and the hollow
of their claim to be their religious guides.

n
There is a fairly lengthy discussion in Chapter 14 ©

the Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth-Seeking Society) and its act:‘['r';
ties during the 1870s towards bringing about religious refo

Part 6 of the book constitutes the most crucial Part
of the study in which the author discusses how Phule 13l
the foundation for the rise of non-Brahmin movement 1313;
and its ideological bases. Phule was conscious of the laC'-
of organisational infrastructure to mobilise the Shudra cor_nm“?“e
ties and enlist co-operation among them. With this objectiV
in view, he entered the Pune Municipality as membe'r‘
a committee. He gave evidence before the Hunter Co\'“"“"‘s.loﬂ
demanding greater resources for primary education whichy
he said, should be made compulsory upto the age of twelve:
Phule also extended the activities of the Satyashodhak Sama)
to rural areas which brought him closer to the problems 0
the Kunb: cultivators, and it was at this point that phule
shifted his emphasis from caste to class character of the rurd
society and started pleading for greater support for all classes
particularly for the care of the Shetakari cultivators who
were the creators and sustainers of the Maharashtrian society:
The author rightly perceives the implications of this shil!
whgn she states: "His (Phule's) speeches and writings in this
period constituted one of the most elaborate and mmute!y
observed pieces of social reporting of agricultural life in
Bombay Presidency. Cumulatively ... it provided a criterion
of social value concerning the distribytion of social and eco”
nomic resources in society, and drew attention to the injustice
of a community that reserved jts greatest rewards for thos¢
farthest from the productive process." (p. 257). With thiS
Phule established himself as the rea spoke;sn.an .of the rurdl
c_ultnvatmg community and this was one of the precious \deolo-
gical prizes tha} ‘he could win. In fact, his analysis of thé
problem was original and Provided a different viyew of the
causes of rural poverty and the role of the government in
removing it. In his work Slavery and the Cultivators' Whip~

Chord we see Phule finally emergi of
the depressed and the eXPIOited. glng as the true leader

Indiq Past ang Present "

t
. In Chapter 16, the actwities and the problems o
t_t;]i Satyashodhgk Samaj during the 1880s have been dlscqssﬁgi
[ought together all non-Rrahmins on the basis of the ongxher
Ugglems of the society, and Phule's drawing closerdto]g()etlcal
impulMahafashtra's cultivators provided him with an t e.;o rgOupS
With ¢ Phule succeeded in bringing together dlffercc;n. ?ence
prov; dlvergem opinions, ideas and symbols. This n’\ekgenmg
it blde(j strength to  the movement rather than weatreme
in’e SCause they were all agreed on one point ViZ., the exoverty
of qluha“ty In Maharashtrian society. The crlpplmi zrnhout
ducar. J3rge backward masses groping in the dar out
b cation  ya aggravated by the harmiul so¢lal  custo ;
;‘dese dackwards o Magasalela were 1n dire need for specn:js
°UPport from the Briush Government and the dtfurT:nes
of th agasalela became the key-word in the \ocar|ner °®
"ON-Brahmins. The author potnts oul 1he_n;1aS i
also this caste-class identity ne., all Jower caste beink
ackward 1n gy respects, got converted into mere

form that this caste-
{0rmism, ‘ ther unfortunate
It was ra T "

d non-Brahmins,
ostly

?lent re
s lass
3’ al CNULY was not pushed to 1ts logical
b."Yhepomwr 10 a division between Brahmins an

Ly
elief was that all advanced In society were m

Br
fofazg?:]ns‘ In the Satyashodhak Samaj there aros? d;xfhfgrgg(cjif
ard“(‘s‘;)n 4s 1o the culpabiity of the Brahmins for

rences arising
out of the non-Brahmins. There were diffe

's
own S(aMarathﬂ identity  and  Kshatriya status g(l,sxc;.ll P?&;l:se
'd‘“erenﬂd on this 1ssue has been examined In ct 1. These

mmces Notwithstanding, the umfying force (\:‘: A
Shareq 'deology itselt. "What all groups within NN
Stlion vas”, says the author, "the same basiC nouz of oppe
Casteg Measurement against a standard attaine v otner
issue YT MOl by themselves. This gave rise 102 p vasive
form Practical  nequalines 1n soclely. "and ca S
This " dynamic of non-fBrahmin idcology". P .
o lin o meant that declared rivals and  opponents “t'han
s ' work together, and more important an
voca) (OMequence was  ihe emergence of a consistent haCh
2l n (ippo,smon to the [ndian National Congress, in rwa"l]er
djmcu“ ahmin groups jomned" (p. 277). One finds 1t e
India © agree witn this statement i 1010 be(bauifmmg.
o hot oHOnal  Congress, though elitist 1n the egNever—
heless, qepain so except during its formative years. e

’ apprehensions were expressed in a huge P
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meeting held at . _ ,
of all shades of opir:‘:r:? in 1880, attended by non—Brahm""

In the fi
the author Zr;\:\salhecrhamer of the book which s an epilogué
“that caste, ethnic conclusions and establishes her hypothes!s
thing static 'and Prir'n a:;d other group identities are not some-
action, and are sub"); 1al, but are the constructions of human
environment changes ,lCt to change as their broader SOClal
leaders and ldeoigo - It is here that the elites - the polmcal
and relauve leisurgeues have access to ideas and educations
their crucial task.” e:nd alfluence to pursue  and perfor™
Jotiba Phule und'er p.h 30%) It s difficult 10 classify
he  brought about such an elite category. Nevertheless
radical social transf and created the conditions fOF 8
groups. The author O{matnon by mobilising the non-Brahmi?
whether we can e als'o takes up another impor tant qUEStiOn
based institutions \:r? a?:n on this basis the growth of caste”
towards the end oflc hoccu."ed in all the three Presidenci®
and rejects the gen the nineteenth century. She considers
Washbrook on theg rerahsanons drawn by persohs like Davi
Presidency from thgeo‘r/th of caste associations in the Madra®
g\;b:@sation appears eiat:ferlsaSOs, wherein the caste unity o
catching or polic 't as an ad-hoc device for vote-
is most striking Yise)fﬁi:;fnc(y of the British. To hef, what
oo o s e, "2 e T
popular cultzr:nd identities that Wg:{msm:;. but 1" th.e vloyaa
; and their ¢ central to traditon
xgclkvez? 3 Swong new POIiticzlse of these traditional elements
takesltr)\(mieorofme lower castes”. ;:.‘5;0;)0 forge a new comﬂ"(;
in  explainin the services rendered b The author, of coursts‘
this observagt~ It as a real social f: non-Brahmin. polemiciZ
the 20th Celnotn to cover the natupreenommon' towe peores
David Washb ury, particularly of caste-poltics during
expedienc rook seem to be m at present, the findings =
over tradi{io?;n? self-interest of czre realistic, as we sce 19 ay
al identities ang ideoiz;::s gaining an upper han
5.

One ma

; y not a .

sion gree

sions of e suthor. ot e o (g, X lations and cotel
our nde ; t

of that leader of them Present the p;;nr:vmw s an exc‘e'litei:s

oW caste groups, MS:t?ahty am; f“';féme.
ma Joll

state .
ot tates, which had begun to declin
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whom
no less a person than Dr. B. R. Ambedkar called

"‘he -
greatest Shudra of Modern India" while dedicating his
s memory. The study

work

is basZ/(jhOOHAre. the Shudras? to Phule’

'S authenti original sources in Marathi which has enhanced

tutions olc‘?y' it is a must for all students of caste insti-

ProdUcéd pw-;;'cs and leadership in India. The book is_w_ell

8raphical ith a meaningful jacket and carries a useful biblio-
note and an exhaustive bibliography.

A. M. Rajasekhariah

A STUDY OF POPULAR

Awap
H IN REVOLT 1857-1858 :
Oxford

RESIST
nivers?tNCE' By Rudrangshu Mukherjee, Delhi,
y Press, 1984, 219 pp., RS 110/-.

the Mughal Empire de-
essor states and regional
one of the largest

jndian revolt against

clined”:S the eightecenth century as

POints o al centralising force, succ
these oyalty emerged. Awadh was

British and formed the nucleus of
rule in 1857,

RLﬁ'"”SShU Mukherjee has, in a fascinating manner,

oopects of the 1857 rovolt that have not hitherto
vy brought out. He starts with the pre-annexation

n : .
in Awadh, describing in detail the agrarian set Uup
it was causally linked with

e-Talukdars and peasants-

probed
been ¢
?“Uatio
N Aw
the reav(g;; and tries to show how

when the general populac

Sught
1oR ¢ the .
the pra(:g(‘,m” against a common foe. He has brought out
between rlf: al ‘cooperation that existed in the rural society
¢ different strata and how this formed the strength

Pre-g
hnexation Awadh society.

In Y

Aw so”?( hrs‘, chapter he has shown .n detail the early

r‘(.ruuy' Founded sn 1722 by Sadat Khan, an lIranian
v Awadh was patterned on the Moghul Empire.

: was i

r 1 i

lch he main source of revenue and agncuhure in this very
surplus wealth. The

ndo-
AUthgy dgecaf\gctxc region yielded ample
wadh scribes in detal the four types of Jand-holdings
. The Khalsa lands were, as in moghul times, the
e in the beginning

th
corruption of the

® nj
fNeteenth century due to the
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chakladars (rent |
Huzoor Tone e Collectors) supervising  t
ol el o e e S et
very popular, as It ‘égd their own agents. This system was
to harass them. The l.l not give the chaklada‘rs-a‘ny power
%J]te 12{3 land revenue Ii)a*;aonst);ztszvr was the system of farming
and th:iittrr?:rs hgsor;f‘lequences of tsh;asnds;;?znt‘h? most usurious.
ustrated it with interesting tzfaC\C;N(’ll—known

The final
management systteyrge [Sf land holding was the Am: st
official was reQuir'd O amount was fixed and thdm~Or t‘m‘
rc}:)ut)vd collect, Thisedidtonoeay INto the treasury le(otlr:g(tt”r:g
otive o succeed )

and Paid1a;helescsonemc’r who extracticsj S:;If-r:‘nte‘rest was the
has given imeren',,:_iS possible into the treasqu’m '?S p?SSlble
functioned by desrrig examples of how the na; y. The author
The land though -ric;{\g the details of the diitd/"””S (chakjadar)
as the corruption rackd‘d Ot pay as murh r:m of Sult{mpUp
brought about a decli -renting and extort| ch to the treasury.

ecline in revenue to mer;on of the collectors

ate.

Operating below

were the this world )
Mukherjee lno\g?ritali?\rs‘,dlords who Werzf t?\izn;ns and chaki.dars
ctures' were Rajput; ththe State. Most of etahl mainstay, as
region and acquired o had through time ese local Tstru-
service tenures, occupatand by various mea migrated to this
10n by superior power. a‘“g*‘b as glfts,
y an y aucton.

The Talukda

and could be Io;:e(\;/ere the actual power |
enjoyed an independem“PQn as 'imperium in the countryside
extracted various due right to a share i imperio’, They
their own militia mus’h and controlled |a f’f the produce and
Talukdar (Raja) pooledcr like the Europev’ and order through
appropriated the surpi esources with thean feudal lords. The
and everyone was asp us, after the pro peasant, but actually
~assured of hijs Sharecfet'ssmoih|5hari”g'- Each
e ‘grain heap's

grain heap, and thus ever
income. _T_he method of é’r Ted i
for providing every one in t

the ‘'subsistence ethics’

Op shar) ;

n !

?e eslategw::;lth ll)ts inbuilt devices
of the subsistenc ,

ea e, satisfied

Peasantry. This e’stablished
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2 sys

andy 2::;122 natural cooperation and a sense of common welfare
countryside ,‘!‘_’hat the author calls a 'moral economy' in the
for hig fan;‘l he peasant got his graim protection and help
the spj] ily needs from the Raja and he on his part tilled
aja. paid his dues and gave unflinching joyalty to the

T .
his system led to prosperity in the land and, as des-
the peasant

Cribed
looked »?a contemporary British administrators,
was  anp Ul;Py and estates were radmirably cultivated'. There
questioned reliance on each other and neither
han 60% of the

could 4
afford to alienate the other. More than
and it appears they

area o
Cultivaieé\wadh was under the Talukdars,
the reyerye. ¢ Dot 1and Awadh and contributed 90% Of

It is i . .
s interesting to note that contrary 1o the classical
e had usufru-

feuda)
Ctuary :_lygsr:fm, the peasants would seem tO hav
ereby tha? as brought out by Muknerjee. The aut
ACcepted in some degree of permanency of occunancv' was
'bondeq? parts of Awadh. Dut he also brings out a iv™
labour which existed at the time, though it seems

ave b ;
Castes. " restricted to a small section of the 'lowest’

nor concludes

On
the whole. there existed & close 'inter-relatedness'

en t : . ' s ;
he Raja and his subordinates, and it is from this
rucial and strong position

base for united action

betwe

at th

: e

N the (:J,alukd,ar came to occupy @ €

IN timeg ofmr.ysme' which constituted 2
danger to the community-

describes the process
The british motive
e and a desire 10

of antl\réxathe second chapter, Mukherje€e
for anne)(“pn and summary settlement.
Passess (hanon was greed for more revenu
Moveq e best land in the northern plains. They were also
Under th)é the strategic purpose of having a continuous area
Ithor%ghlym from Delhi to Calcutta. The Nawab had been
&ft him emasculated by the subsidiary alliance which had
?\' Mere .gowe”ess. Like all other princes, N€ had become
"M theref lpher' and a puppet P British hands. To accuse

ore of 'mot governing' is a travesty. 1he subsidiary
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alliance destroyed atl spirit of independence and senseheczi
dignity of the Nawab. The British had firmly clapped t d
'imperium' over this state after Buxar, and had 'pefff’c‘,e
their techniques of take-over of power directly and mdnreC‘i t)’o
Dethousie in fact was now just waiting for the 'cherry
drop into his mouth. Paramountcy combined with usage h"‘}d
conferred on the British Government a power which Cou‘
not be resisted. It was the judge of what 1t could do of o
not do, it decided what it pleased and its decisions W?;
1o be regarded as statements of law which could override
or cancel out even contractual obligations.

It was absurd, therefore, for Indian princes to clamm
sovereignty. The British clearly showed that no ruler of an
Indian State could be an ‘equal’ and so was it with Awad_h‘
Inspite of reports of a contented happy people, given by IS
own administraiors such as Sleeman, OQutram and Elliot, Awadh
was unjustly annexed. The chapter deals mainly with the
revenue settlement which the British enforced on Awadh.
As in many other places, they did not really understand the
local land tenures and customs. The village zamindar was
wrongly considered by them as the hereditory owner of Jand
and rights were transferred to hjm. This completely upsel
the structure of the countryside. It expropriated the Talukdars
and all the structures dependent on them as wel] as the close
interrelationship that had existed as described earlier. It

resulted in the impoverishment and indebtedness of the common
peasant, who was deprived of crop sh

patronage and was overassessed.
the rural world received a shock. T

lations and accompanying maps help to grasp the problems
very clearly. T_he settlement produced abroad consensus
of grievances against the 'firangi Raj'. Everything was taken
in the worst possible sense. It alienateq the people by not

only removing their beloved ruler, but by taking away their
economic subsistence to a large degree,

The next two chapters describe t

he revol It
of 1857-58. The author has fully doc voit and resu

umented the pattern

327
India Past and Present

i . and tracing
of the spread of the Mutiny starting with Meerdt

. Lucknow
Its course down the Ganga till the soldiers ’ej,f;fgn becomes
or May 30, 1857. At this stage, the local ponels the people
involved. As soon as Lucknow fell to thfjrh::‘ los’t confidence
in the countryside entered into the fight. i gfﬁcers deserted
in British power, so that even the Civl Talukdars, their
and went over to the rebels. The former e part of the
Peasant followers and other officials becam and distrust of
'evolt. Al were imbued with hatred against ith the peasant
the British. The common bond of the Talukdars wommon pattern
brought 4y together. Everywhere we find aBC'tish possessions,
of destruction of property, of jails, looting Oful' . defused itself
and bloodlyst against the British. The rebe. 1onthe British re-
along the Ganges in a chain reaction. After overment  spread
Captured Lucknow in September 1857, the 'ﬂle more or less
o the countryside where the common pecp

100k over the revolt.

. . { the

Mukherjee has described in detail this asf:ftinodetail.
'evolt, which has really not been toyched upon St‘; figures and
€ has brought out through official documents, tion of the
lables, the manrer and extent of the partxcxp:n ‘peasants
8eneral public. The fact that the sepoys were l'ﬁowythe revolt
N uniform' i clearly brought out and he showSA new kind of
Was transformed into a war of the people. bi bureaucracy
adership was created by the Talukdars and nawa ere desperate
© joined the rebels. The British at this s?%e Wreported that
had no hope of winning back Awadh. Tg by the rebels.
Svery village from Kanpur to Lucknow was he ye commit-
Mukheriee describes lucidly the desperate lCOUoffagt}’]e people.
®M 10 the cause, the tenacity and Spirit }

1857 made Lucknow
ble to captute
d left 1t.
ement by

The fall of Dethi in September
tef):"eme'y important. The British had been -
e ReSidency, but could not stay in Lucknow

. nd mov
thlS Bave an impetus for greater effort a
€ rebels,

imately
L - cknow. Ulu_ma :
POsitions and were marching on tzfeat of Indians in

it i :
e in the . -
Mar nded, as is well known, interesting fact

€h 1858, Mukherjee brings out another
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that the

but had :lfsvo;t had not run its course with the fall of LUCkno:e'
overran Bars, rsed into the countryside. Only after For e
had been ma:nta(néd_ (i then the momentum of the rebe

The 1|
of the rebcela.c,s.t HChapte' probes the organisation and
the success of etrhe are found the causes of their
of Awadh and his e British. Birjis Qadr was crowne '
authority was ci mother the regent. But pegum Hazral hal’é
Emperor. The |lrcum-scnbed by the authority of the MUSMl
The army also katters orders were to be obeyed 35 final-
this created f”C:gt control over the regency and many imes
ning no Talukdar wn between the two authorities. In the begi"”
tary cell. Later zhas on either the executive body OF t ib-
trative arrangem ey were, it seems, included. The
dissensions surfaents were loose and Pre(‘arlou.s nd mternal
Maulvi Ahmadunggd early between the royal authorty d
authority. There wShah who stood out as yanothel’ ce
and tension betwee as also an element of i 'on<
in spite of these dn_ the Begum's camp and th U
Begum to r’namtailssensmnS all attempts tw:rsepr(;yasd.e b
N a semblance of order are;d organisa

civalry
owevef,
y the
tion:

The great
est hurdle came in the form of f,nanCial

constraints.
there was nowv::r:: a short time the treasury was €mplY an
an_d traders came )f/ to pay the soldiers. At fy‘t t Talukdars
dried up. Then it orward to help, but ‘a‘elrb ) t)eh. sourCe
their leaders starte\zas €ach for himself rRel\;eT troc s @
Obviously all these looting  and plunde.‘ e tmo‘pnages'
the superiority of ;\ acts were self-defe ring even Vi N
and general enthu umbers, the involvema“ng and msplte,on
Siasm, the rebellion er:‘lo (:é the popu(l?e“e
ould not SUC :

The author d
0€S nNot .
any depth; | Ot go into thi
issue. Pthi In fact it seems he 2:5 ?:_pe;’ct of the problem™ ;:
led to bypass the who

Analysing th .
i ; . € motive .
jee pinpoints religi $ and ideolo
religion was defin%tlgln and 'eStoranogny 0; the revolt, M.“kher—
been amply written yba major factor of he preservation
about. The rebels w;he revolt, as ha:
re convinced thd
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s and Muslims of their
Propaganda and rumour
gives a fairly detailed
divisive issues came
the British attempts-
m co-existence and
the Begum mentions

th it .
reﬁg?o"r“USh wished to deprive the Hindu
wera rifand convert all to Christianity.
account e on this score and Mukherjee
UP beru of this. Fortunately no major
The regen* Hindus and Muslims despite
every pr ellion _emphasised Hindu-Musli
the Hipdoclamatxon of Bahadur Shah and
ndus and Muslims in the same breath.

Another important theme of the revolt had been the
As already described,

res .
the“g'gi;gg hof pre-annexation position. r :
ife of A ad destroyed the main basis of social and economic
had ajsq Wtadh by their policies. The same action and reaction
e Bf‘itishaken place in other areas under British rule too.
world of | as the author shows, had undermined this traditional
which ineage, lordship, patronage, servxce's‘and deference,
ing to thire primordial Indian loyalties. The British had, accord-
Values Th'"?'be]s, destroyed their traditional world and chenshed
. eir struggle had been in part 10 re-establish the

traditiona} order.

Rudrangshy Mukherjee has done thorough research and
d. He has made an

Use S
exc:n:;'tg‘“a‘ material hitherto unexplore :
10Cusseq oPlea for jooking at the revolt in a new light and
It woulg ’r“ the role of the common people In general. However,
the varioy ave been instructive if
by Whichs reasons for the defeat of the rebels and the methods
important the British succeeded. The book is definitely an
contribution to the literature of 1857.
Mani Kamerkar



NOTES AND QU ERIES

Panjim, Goa During the Last Sixty-six Years

int IT.,WaS on the l6th November, 1920 that 1 stepped
o Panjim for the first time in order 0 join the Lyceum.
SOW I found the city then and its development thereafter
13 What I wish to record in this article. At the outset, howeveyé
of me quote here what Denis L. Cottineau de Kloguen sal

anjim a century earlier in his History of Goa. Writing

8 ;
5 n u B
ln "Pangi, the residence o©f the Viceroy, Of Governor,

1

tver since the admimstration of Emanuel Saldanha
SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES de Ajbuquerque, Count of Egas who governed Portuguese
O‘IATA . India from 1758 to 1765, as W€ have said, Is NOW a

very handsome town, aboutl three miles west of Goas

all ‘the houses well-built, and having generally one story

above the ground floor, 3ar€ always kept whit€ and

clean, and have the doors and window frames painted

green, and several of them have palconies; the'street's

are pretty broad, and some 3re€ paved; the Viceroy's

Palace is close to the water, and it is no higher thar::

‘ the other houses, and has nol much externa_i appearan_(c:‘e,

] but it is large and has very fine rooms In the ms;_c{ez

both for the lodging of the Governor, and f'ori the xe

ferent public offices; the other public buildings ar;—

o a large and fine church, with ood revenues, the CUStzm-

—— house, barracks, and a 820l the number of comm ne
cants in the parish amounts to 2000 and the num

of strangers, including Hindus and Muslims, 1s 5

1o be 6000; so that the whole population may 8

to about 9000, besides the troops."

fagoud!

' The spirit is alive
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of Panjim
the Pont
hern S]de1

extendxend t?re twenties of the 20th century the city

: om east to west along the river from
de Linhares or Patto to Campaly and on the sout
from the Portais or Manoss to Santua Inez, including 2 pa
of the Altinho. The most busy part of the town was the are
which extends from the Palace of Adil Khan to the HOY
Mandovi, and the most interesting area wevce the Prem-lses
of the Customs and the port. At present the Customs Premls.es
show a complete transformation to the extent of l0sing >
original identity and beauty. Till the late thirties of the Pr&”
sent century the Customs premises extended along the rivel
from the office of V.S. Dempo Ltd. to the western wall of
the still existing part of the compound of the Customs: The]
theh premises were enclosed with a high masonry wall fiteed
;Nr:; Rthl(‘k and beautiful railings in its eastern part- Along
the ua Vasco. da Gama it was intercepted by a grace‘-‘
anyan-tree which was always crowded with swarms of crow?
and sparrows which nestled on it and on the grain sweepmgs
scattered in the Customs yard. &

of Whj‘é‘;ldsasthe Snclosure. there were four zinc sheds pnf
pected the used for outdoor services of the staff who ins
by steamers gégage of th.e passengers coming from Pombay
three or four oY MOrning in the dry season a teaf Oi
liveried person custom officers, clad in white, and the khak
the baggage ofne] of Guarda Fiscal were seen there Check}ng
at the soguth-e the passengers. There was also a Post office
during the Bo;;t corner of the enclosure, functioning onty
of the Custom :yd Steamers' calls at the port. At the edg€
projected a wo yard and opposite the gate of the Custom hous€

oden dock for the steamers coming from Bombay

and the country- o '
and abroad. y-crafts hailing from different parts of Indid

In the early twenti
metres long hardly comleS the wooden dock was only a f€¥

Later on, in the thirtiee. . 8 the length of 3 country-craft:
vessels, the Govemmen‘is’d t°_ meet the growing needs of laxjger
engineers from the Bo ecided to extend the dock and inviteé

supply the plan. When fbay Steam Navigation Company
plan for the extension f‘he engineers were working oOut the
o% the dock, Joseph F.X. desouza (fathe’
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of the present writer) who was at that time Assistant’ Agent
of that Company, warned that when the proposed extension
WOUI.d be made it would divert the currents and silt the western
POrtion of the river and thus make it difficult for the steamers
0 enter the port. The engineers agreed, but the work was
Carried out and soon the results followed. Nevertheless, with
Ege SUbseq‘Uent improvements of the wharf, which now'extends

a considerable fength on both the sides, the requirements
Were met of the modern larger vessels calling at the port,
While the silting can be removed by the modern technical
Methods of dredging.

Steamer Services

re was a dharamsala
in the decades which
two steamer services

for thNeXt to the custom enclosure the
prec © passengers in transit to Bombay.
du Ceded the World War Il there were
INg the dry season from September 2 to May 30 between
®mbay angd Panjim, calling at the intermediate ports of the
[3st of Konkan; one was run by the Bombay Steam Navi-
cgia'non Company whose ships called at the port of Panjim
3y, and the other by the Indian Co-operative Society whose
0ats plied twice a week. There was keen competition between
€se two navigation companies, which was all to the advantage
( the public. In the early twenties their fares were Rs. 2-8as.
RS'Z'SO) for the lower deck; Rs.5-12as. (Rs.5.75) for the upper
®ck, and Rs.15/- for cabin. The earlier steamers were cOm-
sarétwe[y small but efficient in their service. Lilavati, Satya-
3t, Jayanti, etc., of the B.S.N.Co. were followed by Dipavatl,
andravati, Prabhavati, etc., and St Francis Xavier and
anc Tucaram of the I.C.N.S. were succeeded by Boa V‘naglen_\
d Tilak, By an irony of fate, in course of time the rnvasd
t~.Tucaram, Jayanti and M.V. Dipavati - were fated to en
o Career going to the bottom. There also ‘appeared on-
© scene somewhere in the thirties a third navigat‘non'compar?zi'
CaTl'Ratnagar Navigation Company - with its ship 'Ratnag!
INg at the port of Panjim on Thursdays.

at Panjim early
ed whisti-
all.

The Bomba d to arrive

y steamers. use ,
o ™he morning and depart at 10.00 a.m. Their repeaiee . o
8 cheered the city which eagerly responded to 1
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kerss
y- Bankers, hawkers, bro
coach-men,

taxi—dri"erss’
' ing their waré
€ another in pushing

I'y-vendors,

boatmen, €.y vied with on

and Services.

the
forenoon, however, was rr:Oot es5
ity. What followed was itime
unloading of the ma Jarge
dise. Panjim bore a
ade of the Temtorfy'corn,
of heaps of bags o were
Most of the goods ent
from dlffe;son
every day in the dry se the
big and small, Cro“’d'l',"ghtfu
river presented a d‘ed'sgt the
wing lights Sparkling ami

pPart of the
the port activ
» CONsisting ag it
ing of merchan
Import ang export tr

Spectacular

Country-crafis
ad. Almost

rippling waters of the tiver!

From the custom enclosure to the P.w_ p.

Beyond the
a beautify |
the public,

ith
there stretched a park wfl;r
garden plants with bencht?-’%tary
bandstand where the mili ce
Or twice a week. The PaJact
the prospee
To patrol the paj'a}Ct’
Canhoneira SADO, sh

Dharamsala,
nd beds of

Commanded

latform in betweer?t-
8 and the park in froty
hose days the ,etas
©ating dock which YS
Carry motor vehic Z;
Ying a motor car W

The present
of it were buijt
had attached to i
often fastened to
etc. across the rive

in the late
t a square w
steam laun

r- The fare for carr
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i . ere Sstood
Further, in front of the Penvsao 1mpeg‘a:1jttr:1e further
Wo stabes for victorias (horse carriages), ;mand its workshop
Raparticae das Obras Publicas (P.W,D.f e building which
Shed by the side of the river. The PQSt Of l(r:w up somewhere
*a0ds opposite the General Post Office Sp.'afl Caitano Dias
N the twenties; and the bust of Dr- Mlguh’ru'es. In front
oS ransterred  from g Central in  the ‘occupied by the
of the Navegacao Fluvial, the place now octhep place now
Park yaq the motor-stand, and close by mden cabin, which
9Ccupieqd by the oj] pump there stood a woo ) and another
“as  then a barber's shop (Barbearia Centra s Tun by one
Similay construction  where a restaurant wa
F. Martins,

River Navigation Services

; The river navigation services have lalways been mohst
JPortany for the life of the City. Since its early days, the
G Overnment had held the river navigation under its own

Land carried oqr the transport service by _employing
hafa‘dozen Steam-launches. It ran an hourly Panjim-Betim-
Verem daunch service gat moderate fares which in the early
(venties Were 4-i/2 pies from Panjim to Betim ang ¢ pies

anjim to Verem. The floating dock used for carrying
Otor Vehicles was later in the thirtjes substituted by the
hui| the Canhoneirg SADD which was dismantied. The launch
:rer;'fice’ Owever, could not cope  with the volume of the
affi .

than doypie the-fares. Exorbitant fares were often ext’or-
:ed b € boatmen, especially from the Passengers hurrying
® Catch the Bombay steamers.

1es
This state of things continued till the la::, t?r',;tnlfs
“he With  the improved tinances at his zomer:fors: Gover-
€ rigorous Parsimony practised by his pre :C took charge
“°F~General Joao Carlos Craveiro L opes, bl the transport
of the office in 1929 could apply his mind o Tk ail the
Problep, . € popular idea at this time was s were invited
Rlukag wit bridges, and accordingly tende:ﬁow, the Zuari
fOr ConstTUCtion of ’bridgeS across the Man
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and the Daman Ganga. The Borim bridge and the

_ e proje
bridge of Daman were a result of this demand. But ht: MpondoVl
and preparation for bridges across the Zuari and 1 plan

, was @
were never proceeded with. In actual fact there pombaY?

o
o4

of suspension bridge, submitted by Phatak & Co- Qtf cam
which was estimated to cost seven lakhs. Later lhe projects
light that one of the reasons for the neglect ot t

: _ hous€
was the objection raised by some vested ante-rf-‘ﬂc-‘>tmn of 8
ownzrs of Panjim - who feared that the Construul induc€
bridge across the Mandovi at the chosen spot Wwo thelf

; - and
the tenants 1o move to the other side of the river
houses would be devajued.

sport

Anyhow, a way was found to minimise the “ai]bga
difficulties across the Mandovi, and a couple of fe;;y rivel
and motor-vessels were imported to accelerate tone day
transport. The story behind this acceleration is that nqueliM
the Governor-General Craveiro Lopes returning from Sa qcross
had to wait at Betim for some time for the launch tO an
the river. In the meantime a boatman started CurSlf:-,g his
swearing in Konkani vehemently at the Governor a the
suite. The Governor, wh> had learned Konkani durmrg\dam,
time in Goa before while serving as Police Commaach
took note of the behaviour of the boatman and 1o tc;?ecide
lesson to all boatmen wont to charge extortionate fares
to Introduce the ferry-boat service.

Inside the City

re

On the western side of the custom enclosure the
were some grain shops belonging to Gujaratis, and S‘n.l
side of the river was occupied by oar-boats and sal 5\’/asco
place was called "Cais de Gujires". Along the Rua K han
da Gama the row of buildings from the Palace of Adil

. €0
to the Banco Nacional Ultramarino has remained Uncha%goan
the only addition being the statue of Abbe Faria, ‘he, the
founder of Braidism,

unc 1SM, which was erected somewhere 1N
thirties. The buxldmg of Banco Nacional Ultramarino
constructed in 1924 and wa

jtorys
] -storeyed building in the Terri*” 7’
the terraced house of the pP.w.p. engineer Agssa Castelo Branc®
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lx;c\ Was the first of its kind in Goa. That house was followed
Ind‘order by some shops of Gujaratis and a house of a Luso-
13 gentleman by name Vidigal. The building in which the
Cemral.l-ibrary is now housed, reaching the office of the
t'Llll-Dmsional Magistrate, was then occupied by the Lyceum
" the thirties. Beyond that building lay the Municipal Market,
i behind it on the south were the Artillery Quarters. In
e market there were many shady mango trees and most
of‘ the wares were displayed in open air. There was a weekly
A in the marke. >n Wednesdays, which added to the business
Ctivity o the place. In the military quarters military exeli-
c5es were held together with horse training. The Qu:rt;];
Gener building was erected in the late twenties, and
ici X i built some time
i~ Municipal Market near the Hospital was b Some tme
N the thirties and the Praca do Comerclo in the

The Campal which, | was told was planned bd)’ Jheinc'olv‘;zre
~Genera) Engineer Joachim Machado, extende fort on
little beyond the Central Jail which stood like a al was
© Site of the present Military Hospital. The Camp ttern
R 'esidential area with dwellings built on the cottage pat'tuté
peSldes the Central Jail, the Central HOSplt.a] anq the Insti
steyr were the only Government bU“dlngS in that area.

|

Notr
a

ane Maternity Hospital came up in the !ate Fwe;‘;;;s
thd the statye of Francisco Luis Gomes was erected in i
h| ough s foundation stone was laid by the Governor-Genera

o Craveiro Lopes in. 1929, the year of the birth centenary
this Goart genius.

d'aj The second row of buildings along the Rua Afonso
Threeuquerque has remained almost unchanged but for the
One..,.toreyed Casa Damodar (which has replaced the original
Otheitorefyed structure) and the reconstruction of some
ang ° In the fifties. Nor has there been change, east
ve of the Municipal Garden, with the exception of
establishment of Velho & Filhos on the east qng
'hUIt'C Mer house on the north-west which were rebuilt \\\//nt
i ‘Pl Storeys. Till the fifties the house of Carmo az
build‘e Middle of the western row was the only twot\"stzir::eiyeal
8arg "8 in Panjim. And on the southern S.lde of the Lt‘iCO pof
the NS, there stood the imposing building with po‘iebrated
Senady ,_Municipal Corporation of the city, the ce

Mado de Goa.

the Present
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. A8
Further on, the Corte de Ojteiro and the FT ¢

the
. $
Road (old Rua Almirante Reis} have remained alr'I;OHousg,
same. The Altinho was crowned with the lone Bishop olht
while a littie belo

W was the solitary stately edifices ﬁﬁeind‘a
mente da N, Sra. da Serra, which is now houses the e
Radio and a Nursing Home. At the other end on ;he jch
side the Lyceum was shifted 1o the three b“iidfngs of the
Game up some time in the thirties. The urbanization sensioP
Altinho " and the western part of the city and its €X
titt Mira-Mar are

cades:
the achievements of the last four €

Educational and Cultural Activities

Panjim has alwa

e v
: : ¥S been an educational cents
since it was made the

. . ides
; Capital of the Territory. Besidt jon
Medical School or College, which is the oldest instity®

. . r
of ‘the kind in the whole of Asia, and the Pharmacy CZﬁzes
which was ministered in it, the highest educational instt
tn the Territory were centre

-
‘ Terr d in Panjim. Though these ed;l;]:ey
tional institutions were limited in number and grades o
excelled in the quality of education and efficiency of ”amlaj,
and served the times well. There were the Liceu Cef"q 0
the Escola Normal, the Escola Nacional do Sexo F emmmi;
the Instituto Commercial, the Escola Tecnica and the Academ
de Musica, which trained large number of students of P des
ihe sexes hailing from different parts of the Territory. Best €
the Government educational institutions,there were alsc pr Wats
schools and tutoriaj institutes which coached the studen
in Lyceum courses,

The Portuguese educationaj

differed in some aspects from thos

5
system and programm
in the rest of India wh

) ke
e of British india. U“*f’;n
ere the syliabuses of English educal!

were adapted with due modifications to the need of the Indid”
students, the Portuguese adoptied

: in this Terrj the same
educan'anal programmes and methods as 3:")?‘.::?-2;)& o the
education in this Territory was entirely on Western patter?
which, though it had its inconvenience, also had its advantages
in shaping the Goan Personality by 1ending it a Western a

cosmopoiitan  character, The student life hag 5 charm ©
its own, There was an academir and democratic spirit prevailing
among the students and the Protessors with discipline an
fiberty going hand in hand.
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) d for
. wing deman
Later on in the thirties with the gﬂ;he gestz;\bhshtm?“t

X d h
English education in this Territory h?,gx and Progress Yr{\txge
of High Schools - People's High 5¢ her educational aVEML
Schaol - to meet it, there opened ano:nzmplication of sever
and stiff later after the liberation thif the city.
Colleges raised the educational status

educational

) k, these
Side by side with educational WO

i
. aising the cultura

3nd other institutions were instrumental clgn;o“s gand iecturi}z
tvel of the Territory. Conferencesyd py them and held és
¥ere the order of the day, promote da Gama, Now Menez °
heir premises. The Instituto Vasco da cution, having its oW
Sraganza s a century old cujtural Vmsnn cultural conferences
ey 2 jouenat and holding oc;aszonz )\; the then President
ad lectures. 1t was reorganized in 192 i’ o de Noronha,
o the Institute, the Hon'ble Antonio Fiof Felped in keeping
ihe Chief Justice. Besides, the press greatiy r?ak and mage
z? the cultural tone of the town. The local journ h one e
t“ﬁ?s Engaged the attention of the readers with in g
ohics. T ey were not only vehicles of news and comments
for Mature opinion of elders, but they also provided the forum
dagythe Youth for cultural exercise. In particular the leading
o °f Paniim - g Heralda", "Heraldo" and "Diario da

cul - added to the zest of the city life, rousing the literary,
ural, scientific 4

een; ( nd pobitical interest of the people and
mf”‘g alive the flame of ntellectual activity while spicy
30 mn;s on various topics, which was characteristic of Goan
3 UrnahSm !

iNdeey 0 I the  earlier days, sharpened the mind. It was
G ed in the twenties and thirties {republican era} that the
93N Pregs

the Co™ oSt actjve and full of zest, geauinely expressed
Public sentiment,

Further ihiti which are devices to gauge and
ehcourage tf\e, p(:)ocgrtté;tssoir;s; particular branch of human ac;tht};yé
vere ngy infrequent in Panjim, the throbbing heart o jous
iturg activities of the Territory. Exh‘bmons, no{an;a:were
ays figured in the programmes of the to“t/ and semi-
from time to time by the G,"V'e.”,‘me? that more
Often e institutions. And it was significan both natural

o 30 Ot the exhibitions of different things, bo dacd of
prog; o tiicial, held in Panjim, revealed a high stan oducts.
IClency in a0y and the quality of the natural pr

inds gy
Nganizeq
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jal ExhiDX
Most memorable of these exhibitions was the ln.dUStrbl;l judict
tion held in 1922 in the building now occl_lp'ed d the bes
courts. 1t was most skilfully organized and _dlSPIay: produC“’d‘
that the Territory's Nature, Art and Genius ha

Amenities

. In the twent;
four hotels in the
the Hotel Central (
day. The Hotel

ee O
es and thirties there were only l»t:;o an
City, of which only the Hotel Al presen
Mesquita) have come down to the suppli€
Republica and the Hotel Central former
ation and were most popular. The nd was
the west of the Fazenda ('rreasgr_)’), a puild-
run by Saivador Rebelo. Later it occupied the adjoining Hotel
ing as well. The Hotel Central, commonly known asCustOrn
Mesquita, was housed in the building next to the branCh
House on the west. Run by Teodoro Mesquita, it had a sidess
at Campal where the Paying guests were lodged. Bee o
there were | s (pousadas), such as thos

INNs  or rest-house Matias
Cosme Matias Menezes by the side of Drogaria Cosme stom
Felicio on the eastern side of the Cu

Menezes and of Mr. Y
House. The pousada of Felicio and the Hotel Naciona nl
the upper storey which was run by one Mr. Noronha, commomg
known as 'Chole', mostly catered to the passengers com
from Bombay by ships.

]
The most popular wine shops and bars of those daY
were the Salon of Xabi,

the Casa Uniao, Jose Caetano Jor.gg
& Filhos, which were in a row of buildings beginning Wit
the Custom House; Heitor Peres and Lourenco Caetano along
the Rua Afonso d'Albuquerque; Velho & Filhos, Coelho &
Cia., and Jasso on the eastern side of the Municipal Gardeni
Damaceno at the Rua 31

de Janeiro; and Bento Miguel Fernan-
des at the place where it stands to this day.

The luxury shops of that time were of Christovam Fer-
nandes, now occupied by the shop of Gurudas Timblo; Armazem
Gonsalves Potyot, now succeeded by Eloy Sequeira, both at
the Rua Afonso d'Albuquerque; and Maganlal Canji and Eugenio
de Melo abreast of Velho & Filhos Opposite the Municipal
Garden. The book-sellers were Casa Luso-Francesa where

Indiq Past qng Present .

ILS- oW Agencia Continental along the Rua Atonso d'AlbuqéiL?Ké‘
olvrana Cademica, Arthyr Viegas, and Livraria Aluno ’
PPosite the Municipal Garden.

; . drink
stal. ndeed, hotels, bars and Khannavolis aht:imgolcdlty and
talls Vere the only caterers to the visitors to

€ thi

. or life.
T rsty and weary city-dwellers ’durmg ;he hooustedodays- It
°re were No cafes or tea-shops in Goa in t as opened
as SOMewhere in 193] that the Cafe Central w
y the Ga,t

ult
onde brothers at the corner of the pre:frr:;pzesthe
ouse, Opposite 1the Municipal Garden. It was gded a new
first Stablishment of the kind in Goa, which afes and tea-
gastronomic taste and habit of calling at the ca
Shops; NOW, the common rendezvous.

. : was not
Ot “ourse in those days the life In the ntoc;w?arred and
™ CDmfortaD;.-\ as it is now. The roads Wer?’t-barrel tankers,
“8h they were watered twice a day by ca ¢ victoria_horses
he 8USt of wind, the trotiing of the hoofs oc; clouds of dust
3nd ‘the eXhausts’ of the motor-vehicles raxsef n blinding the
tollining the walls of the buildings and olte the victorias,
PEdestrians. Yet, the vehicles, Part'cmadr );howed surprising
ich abounded in the city, were posh 3n°”‘,\ndb1e and the
Cency. The carriages were tidy and dca ;‘l was surprised
orses well-groomed. In fact, in -;hosei Pa)rleim victorias con-
Note that the tidyness and luxury © of Bombay.
Sted with the unkempt horse-carriages

de
tra

: re were tew
i s 1o the motor vehicles, ho#ﬁverf’irstthemotor-car was
" the first decades of this century. he barteiarch in. 1909,
'®ported to have been imported for the b3 spacious blus
¢ Governor-General was provided wnHANDLER- Besides,
F1 hooded touring car and a greay C had an OVERLAND
in the twenties the Obras Publicas (P.W.D.) had e s, and
€ar, and there were about half-a-dozen prlvalso s,
3d0ut 30 taxis and buses in the town. It wasai” (Mormugao
the “Comissao de Melhoramentos de Mormug, 3 et
Mprovement Trust) was established aqd provided wxd et
of cars and buses for public service. Ford Zn their  prices
Were the common brands of cars in Goa, E'moien Whippet,
Varied between Rs. 2,400 and Rs. 3,500. Citr ,
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Fiat, Studebaker and a host of other brands S$0O7 ap'Pstere

on the roads. The total number of motor vehicles '€ 4 in
in Goa was in 1921 below [00; in 1924 about 300, 4 from
1930, 1040. Most of the cars were bought second hanyehicle
Bombay and paid a fixed import duty of Rs.223 PE’ " nes.
irrespective  of their value inciuding even brand Ne¥
Occasional motorcades delighted the city!

There was in the early days an interesting veh
by four sturdy men - the machila - which was uSeq by,
well-to-do folks of those times, With the gradual rise
ngmbgr of motor vehicles, the bullock~coach and the i
victoria were no longer to be seen on the roads in the f life
During the early years there were no such amenities ©

. ‘. ay
as we enjoy today, but people were accustomed 10 tM“ricierl’
of hie and had little to grudge it. Their needs were prov
tially met while they lived a natural life.

Drawbacks
. . i 'es
Electricity and Water Supply: These two (~o;mnod‘\fér-
have ever been scarce and unsatisfactory in the town. Ne use
theless, already in the early twenties there was a power~h0

at Boca de Vaca lighting the streets and business hous(’:
of the twon. But for some reason or other that power-houst!
which was run by a Parsi firm, was soon closed, and agdlsn
kerosine oil lamps and petromaxes began to light the Stf?et'
Later on, however, in the thirties the Government cstablishe
the Autonomous Services of Electricity and ever since the
City has been lit with electric light. So also the water supplY
has ever been a problem defying solution. In the early days
the two fountains - Fonte Phoenix and Fonte Boca de Vaca -
and four or five welis, such as, the Poco de Mocadao, the
Poco de Padeiro, the Poco do Bispo, were the water sources
of the city. Besides, the city got the supply of water from

Banguinim, which was carried by boats and supplied by carts
to the city.

Till lately sanitation left much to be desired in the
city which was infested by mosquitoes, mice and rats. Due
to want of proper drainage and sanitary arrangements,, mosqul-
toes thrived in the city. In the early twenties once O twice

India pqg; and Present e

?:bomc plague threatened the town. Dead mice were plemtg
ln“"‘d here and there and they were suspected to be pesin_egs;
P fthe absence of sewarage system the ‘'latas petro ie" Tt
luse tins) polluted the atmosphere with foul smells. !
¥ only in the foties that the Governor-General jose Cabra

t L e i
g:k _the initiative of introducing the sewarage System n
City,

Lite in the city

According to the census of that time the population
af Panjim wa? 24,000, consisting of Indians, 'descendentes
Uso-Indians) and Europeans. Most of the people lived in
ae wards of Fountainhas (Mollo) and Boca de Vaca. All tt(';e
®a behind the Central Hospital till the fountain Boca de
T?\Ca Was a rural area covered with palm-groves and hamlets.
N Ough the World War 1 had just ended in 1918, hfe. “{js
9t 50 expensive as it is today. Almost everything was avadar €
Comparatively moderate rates and people seemed to live
€3sonably contented life. Whether rich or poor, the cmzer&s
o 02 presented a decent appearance and were Coqtenteof
hJOYing ‘life in their own way. Everyone was consciou’
\‘iSAPOSition in society and behaved decently and beccmlfnfg :d
hile those who were fairly favoured by fortune ;ould y ‘i)rit
® enjoy better amenities, others were not lacking in SPUJ
°f life, and ali were seen adding to the animation o e
City, Particularly in the evenings, it was a p!easure :joiving
?Verybody outdoors strolling about, riding blcy?les’-n rUb“C

Open-hooded touring cars and victorias, of relaxing 1l (;d "
83rdens. Once or twice a week the military band p:ywhich
the bandstand of the Municipal Garden or al the ?n every
Lormer ly stood near the Palace of Adil Khan. P;,so;norning
“Nday and Government holidays at & 0'.d°d< in t ehed with
3d 6.00 p.m. the military police regiments M3'C il Tond
their band to and fro the Palace of Adil Khan 10

OWer the Portuguese Republican flag.

ar

der foreign

i was un .
Though in those days the Territory nscious O

ere CO .

* people enjoyed ample freedom and ';{nties. 1t will be
*heir “moral and civic rights and respons lnties there were
INteresting 1o note that in the early TWECTE, 4 inistrative
Panjim besides the High Court and
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raisj A -
*INg buildings through its institution DOCMET, and subse

H . . . . l—
Tribunal, two judicial courts - one civil and other crimind Quently tpy

i ithi i terno. After the
with widest competence and jurisdiction. But s0ON, w'?fl,rj leeration t?;g?;ataequnta de Comiertcilo‘:\ s:d business activity
a few years, the criminal court was closed for want of sV - N the city Calle% flncrease. of POP%? enterprises with abun-
cient work, which showed a considerable decline in the lnt dance of capital for massive bul mg\es private and public.
cidence of crime at that time, in contrast with the presfﬂ_ M now the bri; o A ous ver M’andovi at the eastern
situation in the Territory where courts of all kinds are mU.t ®nd of the cit { g:_' across the Rlverd on the l4th November,
plying in almost every taluka and yet they cannot cope W! 1970, ang “ geiw ich was maugur'atecoliapse on 5-7-1986) has
the ever-increasing volume of work. pened the Prosggctr:bglfltt}?éteerk;;ision P the city towards
- W east, ang is it not predictable that the fields around and
 Indeed, those were the days when real democracy Pred ieyond the new bus-stand will be covered with sky scrapers
vailed in Goa and everyone was conscious of his rights an N the nex

ibiliti - 1 sixty-six years?
responsibilities and lived in an orderly and disciplined demo y

cracy which would shame the moderh mobocracy and soci3
insecurity which holds life in tragic suspense. On the “{holer
an atmosphere of peace and reasonable contentment reign®
in the territory. The pace of life was slow but free from
unwelcome frictions leading to disturbance of peace. Generally
speaking, the relations between the upper classes and the

humbler ones were not far from bein ial: there weré NOTE, ‘ve's learned review
! : g cordial; ther E: [t g d that Mr. B.T. Ranadive's lear

good feeling and understanding between them. of The Sole r;gporfet;renan aJinnah, the Muslim League and thz
®Mmand for Pakistan b;/ Ayeshah Jalal should have agp?’;‘:’:\e
'™ our |ast issue (India Past and Present, vol.ail, No-

Robert de Souza

Panjim has made a considerable progress in several

aspects in the last sixty-five years. It has expanded from
east to west and from north to south to a considerable extent
and acquired the features of a modern city with huge buildings
However, its modern architecture is not in keeping with the
original pattern of the city and the natural setting of the
panoramic slopes on both the sides of the river. Nevertheless

198¢), PpP. 144-152) without the imprint.

issi i
Ve apologise to the publishers for the omission and supply
the details:

Place of Publication: Cambridge,

istri Orient
Ublishers: Cambridge University Press (Distributed by

Longmans Ltd.)

though the city has lost some of its old good values it has - L
: Date of publication: 1985, pp. 310, Prices Rs:1%0: )

acquired new ones as it caters to the new needs of life. ItS
gradual growth represented the balance of needs and financial
ppSSlbllltleS of improvement. Whenever a need arose an

finance was available something was done in the way of imprové~
ment. The stages of the growth of the city coincided with
the occurrence of needs and concurrence of funds.

. Jinnah, the
Special indian editions of The Sole Sgg'(?tinna:y'l\:;:sha ’Jalal
Muslim League and the Demand for Pakis an oY s narartan
and Peasants and Imperial Rule : Agricu ub and A rles-
“ociety in the Bombay P o 1830 1 e ytively in India
worthy owed on pages )ik and 156 respectively ‘0 AL
Past 'an:ievl;i:sent VoLill, No.l 1986 have pelenlnglan hed o
India by Orient ‘Longman Ltd. The specia

is priced at Rs.150/~ each.

In the last forty-five years the development of the
city has been the result of the Government, semi-Government
and private enterprises. There was a time when the Santa
Casa de Misericordia de Goa undertook the construction of
houses in the town and also gave loans to private entrepreneurs
for building houses in Goa. Later on Government started
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INTER OCIANIC PLASTIC CORPORATION

Industrial House
Paradise Lane, Mahim
Bombay 400 016

Phones: 457329 / 468978 / 468981

Manufacturers and Exporters

PVC FABRICATED GOODS SEQUINS
EMBROIDERED FLOWERS
SEQUIN DRESSES READYMADE GARMENTS, etc-
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The Crisis of Empire in Mughal
North india

Awadh and the Punjab 1707-1748
MUZAFFAR ALAM

This study, white éxamining two major and contrasting
€gions of norh india, makes the point that the period
170_7-1748 Saw the emergence of 2 new order with local and

the interplay of the forces of imperial collapse with the
processes of regional restructuring in Awadh and the )

unjab. The author analyses the workings of the jagirdari
System and the nalure of zamindar uprisings, and the
Problems they posed 10 imperial power in and around these
fegions. Rs 175

The Moral and Political Writings of
Mahatma Gandhi

Volume i1 Truth and Non-Violence
Edited by RAGHAVAN IYER

Gandhi's books are few and inconclusive, but throughout
his life he wrote innumerable articles, and maintained an
enormous correspondence, with the result that his Collected
Works, on which wark began at the time of his death,
eventually ran to ninety volumes.

Since the 1950s Professor lyer
volume or volumes of Gandhi’
coherent and compact form. The Collected Warks will
primarily serve an archival function. Much that is of the
highest quality is lost in a morass of ephemeral jottings,
Professor tyeris satisfied that the mostimportant items will

€ accommodated in three volumes, of which this is the
second. Rs 225

Already published: Volume 1 Rs 200
Oxford University Papers on India
Volume 1, Part 1

Edited by N.J. ALLEN & Others
This volume is the first i
Hihe Universiy of 5)3(;:)?; serées devoted 1o Inchan
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