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EDITOR'S NOTE

This issue has to be a combined one of Nos. 1 and 2 for
1985, as I was sick in March Even this combined issue has been
delayed due to some technical problems in printing.

The Society’s Vice-Presidenr, Prof. K. N, Ivengar (who
has keen a close associate of the fate Sri K. Guru Dutt, the
Society’s former President and renowned scholar in philosophy)
has written an obituary note on K. Guru Dutt.

The year 1985 has snatched away the renowned epigraphist
Dr. D C. Sircar (10-1-85), noted historian Prof. G. H. Khare
(5-5-85) of Pune, the renowned Indologist Prof. Mirashi of
Nagpur and the outstanding museologist Grace Morley, an
Anerican savant who had made India her home. The first two
were closely associated with the Mythic Society. The gap
created by their demise is hard 10 be filled.

This issue contains the Index of articles published in the
Vols. from 71 to 75 of the @ J.M.S. The Index for Vols. 1 to
70 had been published in the 71st vol. in two instalments, fn
future, the Index will be published in the last issue annually.

29-6-'85 . Suryanath U. Kamath
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Mudabidre Copper Plate
(Vide page 170)
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TiLANSI'ER OF POWIR TO SAMUDRA GUPTA

DRr. S. V. Sornoni*

Harishena has given a very vivid account of the scene in
the court of Chandragupta relating to Samudragupta being told
by his father that he should protect the earth-‘Pahi tvam urvim
i1i’ The relevant account js contained in verse 4 of Harishena’s
prashasti.' and the bulk of the letters of this verse recorded in
lines 7 and 8 are fortunately, quite legible:~

(A« jryyo hi iti upaguhya bhava-pishunaih utkarnnitai
romabhih sabhyeshu uchhoasiteshu tulya kulaja-mlana-
ananovikshi [tah] [1*]

[sne] ha-vyalulitena  bashpa-guruna  tattvekshuna
chakshushayah pitra bhihito ni [rikshya] nikhi [lam*]
[pahyeva ] [ murvi* miti [1]1*)”

Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra 2 has suggested, afier a detailed,
examination of earlier eye copies of this record that the
first letters in the verse had not been read correctly,
According to him (A*)ryyo hi should be read as ‘ehi ehi’ i.e.
that Samudragupta was not called ‘Arya’ by Chandragupta but
that he was in fact, told to move nearer and nearer-*Ehi, Ehi’
or ‘come, come’. This is an eniendation worthy of very serious
consideration. Firstly, it would be strange if a king were to
summon his son, by calling him *‘Arya’ i.e. ‘Respected Sir’.
Secondly, this wouid be contrary'to usage or court ectiquette,
It should not be overlooked that it was a powerful empero,
asking his son to move over to him, at an official function,

» 100 A4, Manali Co-operative Housing Society, Off St. No. 15,
vrabhat Road, Erandavana, Pune 411 004,
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attended by the members of the sabha® and by the male
members of the roval family. On the other hand, this express-
ion ‘Ehi, ehi, occurs frequently in Sanskrit dramatic works. The
expression appears not only to be a standard one and <uch as
could be used when a king calls his son, but,as pertinently noted
by Banabhatta,was understood to be ‘Sabahumanam® i.e sugges—
ting a ceremonially appropriate way of summening somehody
to come closer. When Hamsavega, the envoy from the king of
Kamarupa, wanted 1o have an audience with Harshavardhana,
he was summoned in these very words by Harshavardhana to
come to him. Hamsavega was already there, but was asked to
come nearer. Banabhatta’s account, as usual, is comple‘e and
vivid: ‘‘Atha tatra prathihrah prtihveprishthe pratisthapita pani
pallawo vidnyapitwan ‘Deva Pragjyotisheshwarena Kumarena
prahito Hamsavega-name duto antarangastoramadhyaste iti.
Raja tu Raja tu ‘tam ashupraveshya,iti samadidesha...anantara-
mcha Hamsavegah savinavam akritvaiva.--pravivc sha rajama-
ndirama ...“ Ehi ehi’* iti subahumanam ahootashecha pradhavito
appasrtah padapithe luthita lalatalekho nyaste
hastah prushthe parthivena upasutya bhooyo namashchakre,
Snigdhanarendra drushtya nirdishtamaviprakru-
shtam sa pradeshamadhyasta’ Runabhatta’s detailed narra-
tion of Hamsavega’s cniry into the royal presence (vide
H. C. VII) deserves a clo<e study in the present context. For
it brings out emphatically the point that the entrant had to
perform several motions in accordance with the eitquette then
in vogue, whercas the roval figure remained virtually without
changing his posture. This should explain why the words
spoken by Chandragupta were quoted by Harishena; and why
we should uaderstand them accurately to appreciate their full
import  The comparision also explains what details were
altogether omitted by Hari-hena while describing the court
scene  Thus the respeétful homage rendered by Samudragupta

while appraoching his father was completely passed over by
Harishena.
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Further, “Aryo hi .--pitra abhihitah’ cannot be a c.omplctc
sentence To assume that the most important words intended
to be spoken after these two were left unuttered. would be an
assumption which cannot be defended. For the w?rds“ncxt.
recorded as having been spokem by the father viz., “Pahi
tvamurvim’’ carry a self-contained or complete statement. Qn
the other hand, if the initial words were «Ehi ehi’ they catrrled
not only an appropriate significance but also a vital afld .tlmely
instruction to the concerned party, who was thus invited 12
approach the emperor at the latter’s behest. The word ‘ehi
is in the second person singular and means, “come” and, when
it is uttered, it conveyed the permission or the order
given by the speaker. The words «Ehi ehi’ indicate the urgency
and the eagerness besides his distinct approval of the act of
coming nearer on the part of the person to whom they zfre
addressed. The very fact that the word was employed twice
was considered to be indicating the bahumana shown by the
roval personage. The expression, ‘ehi ehi’ has been thus used
in' many Sankrit dramas, including in Rajashckhara’s Bala-
Ramayana in this sense. :

Protocol demanded that ome could approach the imperial
presence only when expressely permitted to do so. Thc move.-
ment, when authorised, was called. upasar:pana F tFrm speci-
fically employed by Harishena in the closing portion ?f the

icalty !
Its various stages required frequent contact wth the
floor, on the part of the person allowed to have tt.xe audience,

’ tihari and the tambulavahini were the essential members
Z?frz‘:tafﬁ Harishena assumed all this to be common know-

ledge.

prashasti

Chandragupta embraced his son when the latter came to
1a &

illed to do so - and his emotion was
im. he father was thri 50 - en

?nm. T by ‘Bhava pishumih utkarmi-taih romabhih”. Almost
indicared > tained by the members of the

similar wear the fecling enter
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royal council, *Sabhyeshu unchchvasiteshu’ - they
feeling of exaltation and enthusiasm. )

too had a

. In contrast was the appearance of ife “ulva hulaiy’ or
princes of equal birth whose mouths looked !acL-luxxrc J\\!v fe
they were looking at what was going on in from‘of k .
‘‘mlana—anana—udvikshitah’'| Their faces carried ar l-‘k'm.
ran’ look while watching Sumudragupta peing near C.l* &-'lb.”
gupta. Some scholars of Guy ta Listory Fave ba;cd their \‘:.n .
that thee princes of equal birth were not only 'eail‘m“\?
Samudragupta because he was selected by Chandrj .y
uvdsrtake the respensitiiity of taking over the char c‘?‘;r»la‘ t;0
administration - according to them this ulso indica(cga(::ivri)lm\)“.c
among the later contenders for the throne. One ar um o
support of the view that though pominated by Chandrga ucn-‘ .
successor, there was no smooth transfer of-powu in ffvsu o
Sam}fdrag‘upta thereafter, was that there was atleast one ‘zurlor
kulaja’ viz. Kacha who contested the throne. They r l“}"’
the 7th century Manjushri Mulakalpa reference * 10 . Be‘y o
or Bhasma, described there as a younger broth r0nc .hasma
S‘amuQraguptd and as holding royal power for somt- ;ianuja, 9‘-
view s untenable asa detailed examination would mbe. i
Briefly put, Kacha cannot be an equivalent of Bhfar o
B‘hasma; and Kachagupta was an earlier name of Sam :“na o
?nmse\fafld moreover, it has connection with ashva ud:z.gu'pta
in the initial stage of that sacrifice, when the horme e
loose to wander about. The result is that there is noscsu::t:x:::

in the theory of a civil war being fac
g faced b
he succeeded his father, y Samudragputa when

The verse further state :
8 clearly the inten i
sely em
state of Chandragupta, when he actually utrer y emotional

““Pahi tvam urvim™ § je <« ed the words,
. you, should prot .
kingdom or emyire). protect the world (i.e. the

This intersely emotion i
: al fi
was reflected in the eves of Chandragupta e

‘ They were wet
with tears, on account of his compelling affectio

n, ““Snehavk ya-
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lulitena bashpaguruna chakshusha”. 1t was not that C\handra_
pta was unible to sc¢ Samudragupta. As defined in the
*Basape netrajaloshmoh’; and though through
the veil of that wateryfilm, the eyes jooked bigger, the cho-en
prince could still be seen by the emperor. To settle the matter
beyond doubt. the word «Chakshusha® is qualified by the
adjective ‘tattvekshing’, It was a discerning eye of the father:
and no matter howsoever, tearful it was, the tears were tearg
of joy indicating the exhilaration of having made the correct

choice.

gu
lexicon, Vishnu,

Hurishena has called his prashasti a ‘satkavya’ ¢ or good
The vivid details, conveyed through a minimum use
of words in this verse no. 4 is one good evidence amoug many
to support this confident claim. It is not unlikely that Hari-
shena had got an account of this memorable scene either from
his own father who was in royal service from earlier years or

that he was himself present at this important ceremony.

poetry.

We have seen how Sanskrit literature clarified the position
regarding the expression “ehi ehi”. A reference may now be made
to Banabhatta’s account; in Kadambari, of the youvarajyabhi-
sheka of Tarapida,there was not only a full emphasis on the king
sprinkling the prince with holy waters obtained from different
places, rivers and oceans, “‘Sarvebhyah tirthebhyah sarvebhyo
nadibhyah sarvebhyashcha sagarebhyah™ but at the same time
it was delicately stated that. ‘‘Parigruhitena anandabashpajal-
amishrena® mantraputena varina, sutam abhishishecha™ 1. e.
the king's joyous tears had got into the purified waters which
were then being sirinkled. What Harishena had hinted at was
explicitely ststed by Banabhatta.

NOTES:

1. Fleet. Corp, In S. Ind, pp 6 (f Fleet translated this verse 4
as follows-*I. 7.8 Who being looked at (with eavy) by the
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faces, melancholy (through the rejection of themseives) of
other of equal birth, while the attendants of the court
breathed forth deep sighs (of happiness was bidden by his
father-who exclaiming, “Verily he is worthy ", embraced
(him) with the hairs of his body standing erect (through
pleasure) and thus indicative of (his) sentiments, and
Sf:anncd (him) with an eye turning round and round in affec-
tion,(and) laden with tears (of joy), (and) perceptive of (his
noble) nature (to govern of a surety) the whole world™.

I. C. XIV, pp 141-50 Chhabra has quoted some examrles
of ‘ehi ehi’ occurring in Valmiki Ramayanam, Vikramor.
vashiyam and Kadambari. The Harshacharitam refererce
quoted by me adds to this account the valuable part *Fhi
ehi’ was Sabahumanam’.

The ‘sabhyas’ were not mere court attendants, as wrongly
intepreted by Fleet. They were members of the royal council
which had constitutional role in the public administration

K.P. Jayaswal: I11, p. 48
Evam in ‘Pahi evam urvim’, is a palpably wrong reading.
Vide line 31 in the inscription.

Not fml.y the scene was similar. There is similarity in
description. The word. ‘bashpa’ is used in both.

ACHEULEAN ARTEFACTS FROM LANKELAPALEM,
NORTHERN COASTAL ANDHRA

D. B. MurTI*

Acheulean artefacts have been recovered from various
arts of Andhra Pradesh. In the nature and coniext of
ccurrence, local variations are noticed among the industries
Murti D. B. 1984). Chronologically the various artefact
roups have been assigned to the carly, middle and late
\cheulean phases mainly on the basis of their typotechnological
spects. Though Acheulean localities are wide spread across
he southern coastal Andhra and Western Andhra, they are
arely encountered in northern coastal Andhra, particularly in
reas lying to the north of the Godavari. But for a few notices
Reddy K. T. 1974) no detailed account describing the nature
\f Acheulean culture in the area has been published. In this
ontext an attempt has been made here to describe the typo
echnological and metrical details of the Acheulean handaxes
rom Lankelapalem, located in the Visakhapatoam district of

\ndhra Pradesh.

Lankelapalem (17°41° N. Latt: 83%7° E. Long) isa small
illage located at about 12 km east of Ankapalle, a major town
n the Visakhapatnam district. In the vicinity a few wet weather
ills, which finally drain into the Sarada, flow due south-east
.utting across the lateritic hardpans and exposing thick deposits
»f red carth overlying the weathered gneissic rocks. At places
vhere the top lying red carths are eroded Acheulean artefacts
ire exposed as surface remains. A few of the artefaets were

~ Reader in Archacology, Nagarjupa University, Nagarjuna Nagar
A. P., 522 510- ‘
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subjected to drift and as such they have been recovered from
gullies. Some of the specimens underwent ‘natural transformy’
(Schiffer, M. B. 1976) indicating that they were long associated
with the factors of natural environment. A few artefact< rerain

red stains due to contact with the local laterites while a few
others are with crusts of lime.

Nature of the Industry

The Acheulean industry at Lankelapalem consisted of a
large number of core-made and flake-made artefacts. Typologi-
cally they could be divided into hand axes, clcavers, knives.
utilized flakes and flake-blanks along with debitage.

Handaxes of the industry are fabricated on subancular
blocks of stone and fragments from rock resources situated
locally.  With the result that primary trimminz of the nodules
and the core-blanks became essential for the final fabrication
of the desired shapes of tools. Some of the handaxes exhibit
fiat stretches on one or both the surfaces. With the result
that the cross section normally appear more or less plano-
convex while in a few of the specimens they are biconvex or
lenticular. Trimming as a feature is more expansive and
extensive on the surfaces. The flake scars appear bold and the
ridges are slightly rounded asa result of the weather wear.
Stains due to contact with ferruginous horizons and crusts
resulting from chemical weathering are indicative of features
resulting from the exposure of artefacts over long stretches of
time to the factors of natural environment. Butt ends of the
handaxes are rarely trimmed. Ina majority of casses patches
of cortex covering angular feathers remain close to the butt
end. The working end is usually pointed produced by
the convergence both the side margins and the surfaces close to
the distal portions of the specimens. [n some of the cases
the tip of the working end is not pointed but spatulated. The
broad spatulated end or edge offers a good working support
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while digging tubers end such other food catches. It
is interesting to mnote that somc. of the. bandaxes
possess @ parallelogramatic cross-section resembling featlfl‘cs
common to the ‘Stellenbosch incustry’ of Soxf(h :‘\frlca.
Also, thovgh there is rnot much' of a funcn.onal 'mp.or'
rance,some of the specimens bear S-Twist along the side margins.
In the general make-up a number- of handaxes resemble
those from Bed No. II of Olduvai gorge of South Eastern

Africa.

Among the hand axes Lanceolates could also be idenlifi::d.
They have flat surfaces punctuat.cd by fiake scars. The sx'de
marigns begin to taper from portions very close to l‘he butt sldfe
and converge to a pointed distal end. The proximal end_ is
characterised by carefully trimmed shallow surfaces to facili-

1ate proper hafting.

There are a few *‘Micoquian forr.ns’ 'with the' characteristic
globular butt side and beak like projecting .wo.rkmg end. These
are variously fabricated cn nodulc.s Of'gDCISSlC ro?k fmd quar-
tzite. The presence of the Micoquian forms indicate an

evolved nature of the industry.

The cleavers of the industry are pot many io numcl.'ically
compared to the handaxes. Most of the clcav.ers are fabncat‘cd
on chunks. They possess triangular plans with broad cutting
edges wider than the butt side. .They are n.lostly worl.<ed
unifacialy and their surfaces are literally devo:d.of cortlf:al

That some of the specimens were fabricated thick
p“:h“i.s indicated by the presence of the diffused bulbs of
;f)]carcc:‘ssion on the vetnral sides. The .cutting . edges in a majority
of cases arc straight with occas:orfa! dupc.rsal of c?ncave
feature- In cither case the edges exhibit unmistaken evidences

of heavy weary sigos.

There are a few specimens Which could be identified as
picks. Some of them possess working ends on both the
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terminals. Thus we have single-ended and double-ended picks
in the irdustry. The working ends are characterited by
side margins converging to the distal end or both the ends. The
presence of picks is again suggestive of the part plaved by
tubers and roots in the economy of the Acheulean artificers of
Lankelapalem,

There is a wide variety of flake-knives made on chunks and
Jarge flakes. The cutting edges are obtained by careful trimm-
ing from both the sides close to a single margin. The side
opposite to the cutting edge is naturally blunt with a cover of
cortex or made blunt by trimming, with the result that we have
knives resulting from both the unifacial and bifacial working.
Patches of cortex remain on portions of the specimens indica-
ting that they were functionally sound but aesthetically not
mature. The presence of knives in the industry is suggestive of
tae clearance operation attended to by the acheuleans of the
area. [t is likely that the forest cover of the surroundings was
mostly of scrub jungle typez. In the context to Africa intensive
use of flake knives was noticed in the areas where open scurb
jungles and savannahs prevailed. It is also interesting that the
Mousterian of Africa, the middle palaeolithic stage, is chara-
cterised by regional variations among which those industries
with a domination of the flake knives make a special item by
themselves. Thus the presence of flake knives at Lankelapalem

is again a feature to be identified with the late Acheulean
characters,

There are a few spherical balls in the industry. We
know of such stones being used as ‘bolas stones’ in a sling and
socket in parts of Africa Some of these spherical stones could
as well be the hammer stones utilised for the fabrication
of the acheulean ool kit. As is correctly opined by
Nancy (1977) some of the spherical stones could have
been employed as food processing equipment. If the
ob-ervation of Nancy were to be accepted, we will have to

Acheulean Artefacts from Lankelapalem 33

curmise that the spherical stones could have served as pounding
equipment for removing husks from the edible grains. Also
they could have been employed for splitting and breaking the
bones of heavy game from which the marrow could be extra-

cted.

The various flakes and flake tools bearing signs of retouch
or use damage are indicative that they played a vital role ir? the
cconomic exploitation of their makers. Also some of the pieces
could have resulted as debitage in the manufacture of hcafvy
duty tools like hand axes, cleavers, ctc. Itis worth. noting
that the acheulean industry at St. Acheul of France incorpo-
rated a large number of flakes some of them being b'lade like.

Thus it would appear that the achculean industry of

Lankelapalem could have belonzed to the middle—late Acheu-

lean phase of coa stal Andhra.

Table—1
Statistical Analysis of the Artefacts from Lankelapalem

No. Type No. Percentage
1 Handaxes 25 21.77
2. Cleavers 6 6.66
3. Discoids 3 3.33
4. Spherical stones 3 5.55
5. Choppers and choppin3 tools 4 4.44
6. Knives 5 5.55
7. Picks 2 2.22
8. Flakes with signs of retouch 13 14.44
9 Flake—blunks 17 18.88
10. Amorphous -cores 10 11 11
TOTAL 90 99.95
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Table—4
Table—2

Frequency of Flake Scar Counts in Handaxes
Sub Types of Hand Axes

Range No. Percentage
No. Sub type No- Percentage
Up to 10 2 8
1. Pointed 1n
43
2. Spatulated ) s i1 —15 4 16
3. Br'oad cfaded 5 2 16 — 20 11 44
4. Micoquian 1 4 ‘
5. Victoria West ! 4 21 — 25 6 24
6. Limande 1 3
7. S—Twist : ) 26 — 30 2 8
8. Lanceolates 2 8 25 100
9. Ovates 1 4
10. Miniatures 1 4
TOTAL 25 100 Table—5
Weight Frequency of Handaxes
Table—3 ) Ra-ge (gms.) No. Percentage
Form Classification of Handaxes U 10 200 2 8
201-300 4 16
Form No. Percentage 301-400 > 20
. 401-500 3 12
Symmetlric 1s 00 01600 3 ’ 12
Symmetric about B-axis 7 28 ) 7 3 12
Symmetric about T- axis 3 8 601- Og 3 12
Asymmetric 1 4 ;21220 ) 2
TOTAL 25 100 TOTAL 25 100
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Table—6

Length Frequency of Handaxes

Range in mm No. Percentage
Up to 100 4 16
101-120 3 12
121-140 9 36
141-601 9 36

25 100

Table—7
Breadth Frequency of Handaxes

Range in mm No. Percentage
Up to 60 2 8
61-70 7 28
71-80 3 12
81-90 11 44
91-100 2 8

25 100
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Table—8

Thickness Frequency of Handaxes

Range in mm No. Percentage

Up to 25 2 8
41-45 3 12
Si-55 5 8

25 100

Table—9
Frequency of Breadth Angle (A)

Range in Degrees No. Percentage
Up to 50 3 12
51-60 7 28
61-70 10 40
71-80 4 16
81-90 1 4

25 100

Breadth Angle :—

Mean . . 63.80 Degrees
S.D. .. 10.33
C.v. .. 1620
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Table—10
Frequency of Thickness Angle (B)

Range in Degrees No. Percentage
Up to 25 7 2R
26-30 6 24
31-35 5 20
36-40 6 24
41-45 - —
46-50 l 4
0S8 100
Thickness Angle - B : —
Mean .« 31.20 Degrees
S.D. .. 927
C.v. ..29.72
Table—11
Volume Frequency of Handaxes
Expected Actual
Range Volume (VE) Volume (VA)
iq»C-C. No. Percentage No. Percentage
Up to 100 — — 6 24
101-200 s 20 14 56
201-300 4 16 5 20
301-400 5 20 — —
401-500 2 12 — —
501-600 4 16 — -
601-700 | 4 — —
T701-800 3 12 - —
25 100 25 100
VE VA
Mean 405.32 C C, 146.32 C C.
SD. 192.65 71.33

C.v, 47.53 48.75
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Table—12

Frequency of Refinement Indexes

Range No. Percentage
Up t0 0.30 2 8
). 31 — 0.40 5 20
0. 41 — 0. 50 ) 5 20
). 51 — 0. 60 9 36
0.61 —0.70 4 16
25 100
Refinement indexes -—
Mean .. 0.4212
S. D. .- 19.20
C. V. .. 45.58

Table—13

Handaxes From Different Areas

Area Sample Weight Length Breadth Thickness

size gms, cms. cms. cms.
1. Chikri M 539.23 13.30 7.60 488
on Pravara, §8S.D. 171.43 3.70 0.30 1.26
Maharashtra C.V, 31.78 26.80 3.94 25.81
2. Birach, M .- 11.63 8.05 391
Rajasthan 22 S.D. --- z.15 1.74 1.09

C.v. .- - 18.48 21.61 27.87
3. Paleru M 216.84 9,80 68.8 3.06
Valley, 1728.D. 105.19 1.74 1.06 0.66
Andhra C.v, 48,51 17.75 15.38 21.56
Pradesh
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Area Sample Weight Length Breadth Thick e~
size gms. cms, cms. cm-.
4. Rajupalem, M 293.60 10.78 7.64 130
Krishna 55S8.D. 158.48 3138 1.55 0.90
Valley C.V. 54.08 2207 2023 2571
Andhra Pradhesh
S. Lankela- M 473.16 12.96 7 88 3.75
palem. 25S.D.  210.47 2:19 1.24 0.96
N. Coastal C.V. 44.40 16.92 15.78 25.63
Andhra

Date forl and 3

Rao V.V.M. (1979)
Date for 2

Joshi R.V. (1976)

Conclusion

Apparently the Acheulean industry at Lankelapalem belongs
to the late stages of the Acheulean succession. Some of the

specimens bear similarities with the industries distributed across
the other parts of Andhara Pradesh.

The specimens from Lankalapalem are comparable with
those from Nagarjuna Konda, Karempudi and Giddalur areas.
However in the technical skill they have not yet reached the
superiority achieved by the Acheuelan artefacts of Diguvumetta
located on the Sagileru, the various states of the Manneru and
Paleru valleys. It is also possible that the site being on open
air sitvation far removed from any major river system, the
craftsmen were perhaps forced to quarry and collect the rock
resources from the nearby hill flanks. The geographical setting
bereft of water worn pebbles must have been responsible for the
relarive crudeness among the equipment. Though typologically
the specimens are fit tobhe placed among the late acheulean
stones, the nature of the raw material hanged heavily on the

xhibition of their technical skills. The evolved forms like
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lanceolates and Micoquian features, the occurrence of flak
knives in good numbers etc.. suggest a Jate nature Qf Acheulean
industry at Lankeldpalem,
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THE VOICE OF FEMALE POETS FRoM VIJAYANAGARA

Juree H. Higpenye

[ am going to write about histor
historians. It is a history that yo
historians you may never have <
afford to ignore the historians of
the 19th Century 7 Let ys
Vijavanagara poetesses.

y and some rather unknown
U may question,

onsidered g such.
Karnataka who live
consider the Sanskrit &

They are
Can we
d before
dvyas of

What kind of historical questions can
kivya 7 According to one of the first poetic theorists, Daadin
kavya preserves the lives of famous Kkings long afier they .r;
dead. He also says the themes of poctry should be derived
from historical tradition. (Kivyidariq 1.5;1.15). n fact
kivya is Indian history, which is a strange + at least for
the Westerner, who may sec kivya at first glance ag mytholog;-
cal, hyperbolic, and often fantastical 4pq Oulrageous. [
seems important to ask, what does history meagq in the context
of Sanskrit literature ? And the

_ . estion of what does
history mean to Indians ?

be asked of Sanskrit

concept

grander qu

One angle of inquiry iato this js o

ffered by
unknown historians,

the queen/courtesan Poctess
Vijayanagara Period. Because their kgvyqs are

people, of whom records survive in the
we are given the chance to see how thege
history in the very act of creating kavyg.

some rather
€3 from the
about historica)

women interpret
oD the one hand we

¢ Harvard University. At present at Kuppuswag -
Y Sast
Institute, Mylapore, Madras N Research
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have the actual life and actions of a person, in the form of a
king. and on the other hand we have the demands of the hoary
traditions of Sanskrit kivya that must bf: met' by the pnetcs:ses;
Hi\mry iv at least twofold : The reléuonshlp between .klnf
and people; queens, courtesans, enemics and vassals, Flnf:ll y
the in'eraction of these two creates another spher'e of‘ meanxng,
for anvone who comes in contact with the king i1s, in fact,
coming iato contact with god.

The aim of this paper is not to verify histo_rical rcc'ord's
through the poe'ry’s contents, but to prcse.nt hxslory'as it is
conccyivcd by the Vijayanagara poetesces, while contrasung't'helr
accounts with those of some of the tra\"cll.crs to the Vljay?‘.
nagara Empire, whose account are foun\!”m B. A. Saletor'ex
book. Social and Political Life in the thayzfnagara Empire.
Whether or not the seemingly historical facts n.m the poems are
true, in the sense of verifiable, does not interest me as
mueh as the fact that when those kivyas were composed the
mixture of fact and fiction, his'ory and myth was totally
appropriate in capturing what may be tcrmcq. tl.ae essence of
a king’s life, and only a person far removed in time a|.1d spac'e
from the Vijavanagara times would think to question this

historical conception of the poetesses’. and the historicity of
kivya \n general.

Poetesses are very uncommon in Sanskrit. It is significant
that the majority of them lived in South India du'ring the Vijaya-
nagara time period. Though I am not discussing today, w}?at
my dissertation Includes : The contribution of South Indian
W(-)mcn to Sanskrit kivya, I feel a brief introduction to the
poetes<es is in order.

At present ! am aware of three kivyas and one ‘Campﬂ by
four diiferent women, probably all queens, but possibly cnur.-
tesans among them. The earliest chronologically is Gangadew,
14th A D., whose focus is King Kampana, follewed bY Tiruma-
lamba, 16th A. D., who wrote about King Narasinila and
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Acyuta Deva Raya, and finally Ramabhadramta and Madhura-
vini, 17th A.D. writers on King Raghunatha. Although proof
i» not available. it can be defended that the works werc com-
po.ed by women. Passionate descriptions of kings’ physiques,
detailed accounts of personal rendezvous with theic husbands.
are evidence of female authors. Ramabhadramba’s poem
devotes two chapters to the women in Raghunatha’s court and
their artistic talents. Madhuravani takes the time to explain
exactly how she acquired her name. ‘Sweet Speech’, and how
she was chosen among several qualified women to compose her
poem. Furthermore the poetesses proclaim their mastery over
Sanskrit in the poems’ prologues and colophons; perhaps to
counter the doubts of readers who knew they were women, for
probably then, as now, Sanskrit was thought to be primarily
the domain of male writers. This brief introduction to the
poctesses aside, the question is raised :  What do the voices of
the poetesses tell us about the [ndian concept of history as seen
through kavya?

It is interesting to note that most of the events Dandin
includes as essential to good kavya are included in the poems
of the Vijayanagara poetesses and in the travelogues of those
foreigners who toured Vijayanagara : descriptions of cities,
seas, mountains, seasons, tours, battles, and the hero’s glories
and amours. If anything can be drawn from their shared con-
cerns and interests it is the fact that what makes good reading,
and eventualy good history are poignant places, events and
people. (Kavyidarsa 1.16-19). One place especially poignant
to kivya, to history, is the battlefield. The time of battle is a
liminal time for all participants; a threshold between the past
and the future. Each battlefield, in kavya. becomes a micro-
cosm for the re-enactment of all celestial battles- It is a time
when gods and men commune most visibly. Pre-battle prepa-
rations as described by historians, such as the Vijayanagara
poctesses, may be contrasted to begin to understand what
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historv means in kivya and conscquently in India before the

modern era.

Saletore discusses methods of ¢ncouraging warriors bafire
the ba-tle, culling hLis information from the accounts of various
travelosues. He says: “From the Muhammadan standpoint the
ura]”“;ns appealed to the baser [rsiincts of the coldiers, con-
firmine the hatred of the latter for the enemy by depicting t‘hcm
Q. dc~;r<)ycr5 of temples, images and cows.™ (p. 446-447, Vol. 1)

What does the poeiess Gangaddevi bave to say concerning
the very same subject? First , instead of thie Brahmins encou-
racing the worriors, in her poem it is a goddess who encourages

cthe

the king. The goddess says :

«J’am so sad to see the temples of the South with their
wooden doors eaten away by termites, their mandapas over-
Orown »ﬁvh grasses and weeds, their sanctum sanctorums demo-—

lished- And that’s not the end of it. (8.4)

It used to be that the temples were filled with the sounds
of drum beats, now they are filled with a cacaphony of horrible

jackal howls. (8.5)

The South was a place where Brahmin neighborhoods
resounded with Vedic chants and with the fragrance of sacri-
fices. but now its filled with lionine roars of drunken Tuluskas

and the smell of roasting meat, 8.7)

Palace countryards once cool with drops of invigorating
sandalwater are stained now with the tears of imprisoned Brah-

mins. (8.11)

The Tamrapani’s waters, once white with the sandalpaste
from ladies breasts. are now red with the blood of cows slain

by enemies- 8-13)

AE]
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There 's no wealth on earth. Indra doesn’t shower anymore.
Anyone who's left alive by the Yavanas is taken away by Yama
(8-14)

Knowledge has vanished. Polity dissolved. Righteous stories
stopped. Character lost. Duties abandoned. Nobility passe.
Only one thing is glorified here and that’s the Kali Yuga, what
else ? (8. 16)

After she had told the king about the frightfu! behaviuor
of the Yavapas, despised by everyone, suddenly she produced a
magical sword. (8.18)

Gangadevi’s history is not so different from Saletore’s in
the essential areas she mentions, but her history is definitely
imbued with a divine ambiance that is totally Jacking in
Saletore. In the first place she envisions the temples through
very specific imagery:  the doorways, mandapas, and sanctum
sanctorums, through which we progressively enter the very heart
of the holy, and demolished structure. From here we are told
to imagine what we'cannot hear, the auspicious drumbeats that
are now drowned out by the din of jackal howls filling the
temples. A once holy land filled with Vedic chants,
clear waters, wealth and plenty of rains has been overrus
by cowkillers, drunken and meat eating Tuluskas. Besides the
temples and the vedas, other significant religious imagery is
brought into the picture: Yama and the Kali Yuga. Finally
the fact that her encouragement to the king comes from the
mouth of a goddess firmly establishes this entire event’s divine
significance. The conclusion must be drawn that the king has
the grace and even the power of god. This is borne out by
yet a further comparison of pre-battle preparations.

Saletore tells of another form of encouragement: “The
thrid feature of the Vijayanagara army was the encouragement
given to the soldiers by the king who presented to them precious
ornaments and bestowed on them the unique distinction of
receiving betel leaf and nut at the royal hands._on the eve of a
great conflict, the king gave costly presents to the generals and
soldiers.”” (p. 447. Vol. 1)
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You could say a somewhat similar exchange takes place in
Gaiigadevi’s poem, but it is an exchange once again between the
goddess acd the king. The poetess describes the exchange :

She lified the sword By its handle from a silver sheath: A
shiny black snake who’d just slovghed ¢ skin. (8.18)

~King!” she cried, *‘This sword. made from various parts
of all the gods’ weapons, was given long ago to Siva by
Visvakarma for the sake of defeating demons. (8. 23)

Then Siva gave it to the Pandya Kings, pleased with his
severe tapas, and for a long time the Pandyas ruled as upiversal
sovereigns. (8. 24)

But as time past, Agastya noticed the Pandyas had lost
their valour and he now present this sword to you. (8. 25)

Never will you fall in battle with this mighty sword! Not
a single blow from the best swords, darts wheels, or sorrows can
penetrate your body. 8. 27)

Quickly now, King, take up the incarnation of Krishna
and smite the king of the Yavanas in Southern Madura, like
Krishpa did Kamsa in the North. (8 29)

The exchange in Gangddevi’s poem again is imbued with
sacred significance. The sword, a gift from Agastya, is given
to king by this goddess in much the same way the king gave
precious gifts to his soldeirs before battle, as recounted by
Saletore. The interesting thing is, whereas Saletore may suggest
the sacred significance behind various goings on the kingdom
Gaiigddevi visualizes and confirms the actual presence of the
the sacred in the kingdom. Can we say one is more historical
than the other? Both have given us a history thatis in many
ways similar, but we may be tempted to call the kivya unrealis-
tic at first glance. It is descriptions tike Gafigidevi’s that have
led to the unfortunate claim that there are no historians in
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ancient through Medieaval India. This is not true. There were
plenty of historians.  Their history was a combination ofmytho-
logical and mundane truth. In many ways their concept of his-
tory may be more realictic than what we could call a ““scienti-
fic” concept of history, because it makes accomodations for the
inexpressible aspects of historical characters. Most people are
very comnlex and a straight-forward objective recounting of
their lives from point Ato Z would not encompass their true
essence,.  Iodian history as seen through kivya vives us multi-
dimensional people by including facts about their characters
drawn from both miyth and history,

T will conclude this paper with one more example from
kivpa from history. In thisexample it is not the similarity
0 descriptioa that it is sinifcin:,but the total effect produced
from reading the historians and the poetess’ account.lt is fasci-
nating to see how two areas ostensibly unrelated, history and
aetry, can work together in creating pictures of history that
ire neither pure fiction nor dry fact. Once 5gain the battlefield
provides a very vivid stage on which to witness the manner in
which a Western traveller views the existence of women on the
fiecld, and the manner in which the Vijayanagara poetess
Triumalamba visws the actual battle, most probably from first-
1and experience. Saletore says: ‘-One particular feature of
‘he camp which struck the foreign witnesses as remarkable was
the presence of the public women in the army.There is no deny-
ing the fact that these formed an indispensable element in the
Vijayanagara camp. Nuniz’s remarks are confirmed by the other
Portuguese traveller Barbosa, who gives us the reason why thev
were taken to the front with an account of the manner in which
the monarchs started their campaigns.* In order that these may
pot take to flight he directs large pay to be given to all; in the
first place, to the enchanting single women who are numerous,
and who do not fight, but their lovers fight for love of them
‘ery vigorously.” (p. 454 Vol. I).
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How might such a battle look through the postess” eye. ?
Tiruma:ambi describes the moments before the final defeai of

the Cola king by king Narasimha :

That king Narasimha, scattering all t.he Warriors. nr. top his
Jofiv elephant, with a volley of arrows, like Sgrya smm_«? on the
l:j)';cr.) mountain scattering darkness with his r‘ays, violently
artacked the Cola king who came head on showering arrows ail
like Siva attacked Jalandhara, Rama Ravana, It was hgrd t
their anger was so fierce. Both tryirg to
fighting each other with all sorts of
(ver-c 42).

watch those two;
stake a victory claim,
of unimaginable weapons.

Their elephants mashed trunks and struck tusks while
their bells rang and fire sparks icnited between their blows,
tad

stirring fury as the fierce battle brewed. (verse 43).

In the same way Guha split the Kraunca mountain with his
sakti, so Naracimha let loose his dart that pierced that lofty
grow'of the Cola king’s elephant, as it ran full speed towards

him, its golden bells clanging.

A flood of blood mixed with pearls from the elepaant’s
broken brow silently announced the sun of the Cola king’s
mighty arms had set, like evening sky full of stars.

As the clephant tumbled, its knees akimbo, its eyes now
shut, ignoring the jabs from the goad, his tongue lolling back
and‘furxh Narasimha incarnute, seized the Cola king like

Garuda a serpent, like a lion siezes the elephant and the

deer, an elephant @ prisoner.

True or Fal e: Did this battle really take place in such ‘a
-7 Wharcver the answer, it is still history, for kavya is
~;“ it is literature, as it is mythology, and perhaps
ter things as well. " To begin to understand wha' kavya
1« about the Indian conception of Listory, ar least

mani:<
history.
many o |
can tell
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history as perceived from i
the ancient throy i
eV . 1rough Medicaval times
wf; h.ave to en.m»mn both historica) and mythological ";"“f
oitering a united reality in the poetesses’ vision ‘l"“‘ 35
§ 5.

time myth and history were both " their

“scicmifically” true; there
With the poetesses visions,
m the history we may read

The kavyas of ¢
quecns spark several questions, o

this one: was history really an
modc_rn times, or in fact, was h
and living enterprise tham it is ev

Vijayaragara
I would Jike 10 Jeave you with
cglected study in India before

istory perhaps a more exciting
en today ?

IN SEARCH OF FREEDOM*

Justice Sri N. D. VENKATESH #**

The preoccupation of the primitive man was to satisfy
his basic needs and to protect himself from his enemies. These
eftorts necessitated a sort of an organised living, though on a
limited scale. A family, came into being. and later, a clan and a
State  Thus, it is his instinct to preserve and protect himself
that made him compromise with his personal freedom at the
physical level. It was unavoidable, in order to preserve his
family, he had to adjust himself with the need and desires of
the other members of the family, and to keep his clan intact,
he had to bow down to its collective decisions. This inevitable
collcetive living of human beings in small groups, communities
and states gave room for collective thinking, pattern of thought
and ambitions, The indivdual, in order to survive, had now to
subordinate his thinking and ambition to that of the group to
which he belonged- In his effort to escape from hunger and
insecurity of life he was caught in a collective net. His effort
at the political level now has been to regain that lost freedom,
if possible, or to remove as many constraints as he can so that
he may enjoy more freedom. Professors and students of
political scieace all over the world have been incessantly
debating about the right of the citizens or human rights and the

.various methods to secure the same.

If from one angle this problem of freedom is intertwined
in the relationship between the individual and the State, at the

* Di. M. V. Krishna Rao Endowment Lecture, 1984 (12. 8. 1984)
*+ Karnataka High Court, Bangalore
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other angle "it is chsely inter-linked with the rel: isnchip
between or amonust different nation states. If the kisg. the

dictator or an oligarchy can be szid 10 rob the individua! of hi-
frecdom,  so will be the fate, if a hunch of political e!f- eckers
enter into the legislatures ina democracy and start manipulatie
the system to entrench themselves in power, Unlike in the pa-t
the modern state i1s a formidable entitv. Science and technologv
have invested it With enormous power that a ruthless mani-
pulator of the state machinery can casily make his position
secure against any ordinary organised opposition. Even in the
so-called democracies where the rule of law is said to prevail
the plethora of rules, regulations and administrative intricacies
have made the file of the citizen miserable.

Since the survival of the individual is said to depend on the
survival of his State, the State, of course, with the approval
of its citizens constantly tries to preserve  its own indepen-
dence  The rulers say that in the interest of the ruled them-
selves it was necessary to strengthen the powers of the State, to
bolster its arsenal of destruction and to have treaties of friend-
ship with other nation states. Since no love is lost amongst
the members of the comity of nations the first priority of each
nation state is to win friends and weaken its enemies.In a situa-
tion like this no wonder the liberty of the citizen gets no
priority with those who rule or hold reins of administration.

If man is only a political animal our above analysis of his
predicament can be said to have placed the problem in a
proper perspective. Political freedom becomes meaningful only
if his basic necessities of life are satisfied. In modern times
the states largely coutrol intermal trade and commerce, the
exploitation of the natural resources and the production and
distribution of wealth, By whatever name the political system
of a State is called what ensures to a considerable extent the
well-being of the citizen is its economio system. And this much
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can be said with certainty, and, that is, that in any State where
the economic system allows those who control the means cf
production to ruthlessly exploit the rest, the political freedom
the citizens may have will remain only a chimera.

Avain, is a citizen in a theocratic state, which may have
cnsurcvd' considerable poitical freedom and economic order,
free 7 Freedom in personal beliefs is one of the fundamcme_xl
characteristics of human freedom. [f an individual lacks this
freedom is life worth living at all 7 This equally a?plies to an
oppressive social system like the casle' system Whlcl‘l is prevsalent
in this country [n a system like this both l.he sinner and nhc
sinned against are slaves. How religious bigotry and social
inequality rob an individual of his greatest treasure, the freedom
of the spirit, can well be scen.

What else is freedom, if it is not the inward freedon} of t.hg:
individual 1o choose his own life style, his rc.la.lionshnp wf‘h
world and the spirit ? If the system, without giving any choice
to him, moulds his life and spirit, is that individ.u.al really free?
Can this inward freedom or freedom of the sp.lrlt be COmpro.-
mised or bargained for any thing ? In one of his spe.cchcs dCl.l-
vered on 2-12-1933, at the Sir Cowasjcc-Ja’hz'mgu Hall in
Bombay, with Srimathi Sarojini Naidu Presnd'mg, Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore beautifully highlighted t'hns aspcct—thc?°
great poet posed to himself the question “what is real freedom?
and went on to answer as under :

“Real freedom” is of the mind and spirit. It can never
come to one from outside, He alone has freedom who
ideally loves freedom himself and is therefore glad to
extend it to others: He who chooses to have slaves
must himself be in slavery by being chained to them.
He who builds walls to exclude others only builds walls
across his own freedom, and he who distrusts freedom
in others loses at once the moral right himself to

have it.”
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“I would urge my countrymen to ask themselves if they
are ready to make space in their society for the minds
of their children to grow up in ideal human dignity,
unhindered by restrictions that are unjust and
irrational.

We have ignored the laws of life and growth. We
have forced living souls into permanent passivity,
making them incapable of mastering their own destiny.
Borrowing our ideals of life from dark degeneracy, we
have set up an elaborate ceremonial cage of worship
and covered up our sensitiveness of soul under the
immovable weight of the remote past.

Men who treat contemptuously their brothers, and who
treat their sisters as eternal babies, never to be trusted
even in the most trivial details of their personal life
coercing them at every step by cruel threats of persecu-
tion, into following blind lanes, leading nowhere,
driving into hypocrisy and moral inertia such will not
be able to rise to the height of their true responsibility.

They, for sure, will not be able to fight in freedom’s
cause.”

Swami Vivekananda, emphasising how important it is for
an individual to develop his individuality and how harmful it
would be for the growth of his spirit if he relies on borrowed
ideals or tutored virtues, spoke thus in the Sanfransisco Area of
the United States of America on the 10th of April 1900 :

“You all talk about and get distracted over losing your
individuality, You are losing it every moment of your
lives by this eternal swallowing. If any one of you
believes what I teach I will be sorry. I will only be
too glad if I can éxcite in you the power of thinking
for yourselves _ . . _ . ... Remember this indivi-
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dualism at any cost. Think wrong if you will, no
matter whether you get truth or not. That truth which
you swallow from others will not be yours e

eereeemmm———NoDe can teach another.
All must struggle to be individuals,”

So, unless onc is able to breathe freedom at all these levels
political, economic, social and spiritual, can one be ever free ?
Of these, the first two, political and economic freedom can
never be absolute, in the sense, to achiecve a measure of free-
dom in these spheres—one has to sub-ordinate to some extent
one’s own freedom to the society or state in the form of citizens
obligations and duties to ensure order in society. But no de.nt
whatever can be made in the other two concepts namely, social
cquality and freedom of the spirit (of man).

Thus far we have been trying to understand the nature of
freedom and external constraints that may rob it of its attri-
butes. There are also many internal handicaps that may
prevent the blossoming for the freedom in an individual and
make him a stultified or fragmented being. As the poet has
said “real freedom is of the mind”, . So, unless one is mentally
or inwardly free, he is not really a free individual.

Is a person tainted by fear, anxiety ll.ld worry, or for that
matter, one who is full of vanity, prejudice, bl.as, hatred an'd
greed free 2 Is he not the prisoner of these attnb.utest ? .Is h!s
thinking not clouded by them? Can he be objeotive in his
assessment of his own self, let alone that of the world around

him ?

And a society which does not tolerate debate on all issues
touching the human spirit or freedom is the wo::st pl'llOl:l house.
Majority of men in such a society will be so passive that 1t' would
be extermely easy for a few unscrupulous people to exploit them
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and subdue their spirit. There are various subtle ways by which
the few wield power over the vast majority. As Max Weber,
the German sociologist and political scientist defines, “power is
the possibility of imposing one’s will upon the behaviour of
other peopl:™. Looked at from this angle, how the elders in
traditional socicties, using their power when the child is young,
gradually, by various ways, shape its thinking according to
their wish!  Youngsters born and brought up in such rigid and
authoritarian families will never attain fullness of spirit. Such
a person may show academic brilliance or earn money and fame
but not knowing how to relate hi;nself to the varied, everchan-
ging outside life, suffers tremendous isolation and will not
be a full man. Ifa parrow sectarian view of life is inculcated
1uto the young mind and heart this narrowness holds its firm
sway throughout and what the child later acquires in the form
of name and fame will have no meaning. And as the famous
author V.S, Naipaul putsit thatin such an individual's life,
everything will be contained in that beginning and to that begin-
ning there will have only been added events, tools and age.

Though there is constant invasion on and threat to man’s
freedom, by methods subile and not so subtle, it has not been
possible to suppress the urge to freedem completely. From
time immemorial efforts have gone on unremittingly both indi-
vidually and collectively for political freedom, and social and
economic equality. The French Revolution, the American
War of Independence, the Russian Revolution and the Indian
Freedom Movement are some examples of such collective
efforts.

What lies behind this craving for freedom ? There is a
view which holds that even the very dim perceptions of freedom
at physical level are the first beginnings of that great aspiration
of an awakened thought for spiritual freedom. In the end, Man
cannot but be free. The journey may be long and hazardous
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but aspire he must. This yearning of the human heart is thus
stated by Sri Aurobindo in that great epic Savitri :

‘A formless yearning Passions in man’s heart,
A cry is in his blood for happier things.”

These lines are explained by a great devotes of the Maharshi
as follows :

“‘Whether he is aware of it in his mind or not, there is
always discontent in the being of man with his state of
imperfection, limitation and want. Deep down in his
heart there is persistent and gnawing feeling of inade-
quacy and a vague, restless urge towards a fullness.
This impulse trapslates itself into a desire for growth,
expansion, a hunger for freedom and strength, an aspi-
ration for progress and felicity. It is because of this
innate urge towards perfection that man is cver on the
move forward in the evolutionary course. He is unique
because of (his divine discontent. As Sri Aurobindo
observes elsewhere, the animal is satisfied with the
modicum of its necessities and the gods are content
with their splendours. Man alone is seized by this
yearning for self exceeding which puts him at the head
of evolutionary Nature.”

From an average individual’s point of view what is freedom
if it is not non-dependancy, non-attachment, freedom of
thought and action ? Solitude and self-reliance are at the core
of that feeling.

The Poet. the painter and the sculptor, the dancer and the
scientist, all in their own way are giving expression to their
fieedom. So isa man who does not want to depend upon
another for his livelihood. So also is the case with one who
does not desire to accept any view without questioning it.
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Freedom is a concept that cannot be easily defined It can
only be experienced. The world is not related to a!lin the
same way. So too the freedom expericnced by ecach differs
One can Jabour to give its negative attributes, One may guess
as to the ideal surroundings wherein it may flourish.

Since we are dealing with the freedom of the Modern Man
at this stage of his evolution on earth and whose conditions of
life inevitably depend on the organisation of the state in which
he is a citizen, while envisaging the ideal conditions where he
can be aware of his freedom, we have to take into consideration
more than one factor. If he isa citizen of a free country
wherein the political system is not attached to any organised
religion. where the clite is wholly rational and scientific in its
thinking, and in which the economic system assures a minimum
standard of living to its citizens and where socially there is no
discrimination betwecn man and man, in such a society an
individual of average intelligence, if he becomes aware of his
desire to be free, may consciously pursue that goal— — ...

WHO FOUNDED THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ?
DR. MACHAVI YASIN®

Like the seven cities of Greecc claiming to be the birth
place of Homer, various theories have been put forward either
accepting the claims of certain persons or institutions or credi-
ting certain persons as the founders of the Congress. Above
generalisations would have been more accurate, if the word
‘inspirator’ had been used instead of ‘founders’. Undoubtedly
the Congress was an inspired association, deriving life and
breath from the indefatigable labour and mental exercises of the
nationalist India. The Indiam Association with its all-India
complex! had already been born, which did the spade work for
the Congress?, Sri Pattabhi Sitaramayya puts forth certain
possibilities?, namely the idea of the Congress might have come
either from the great darbar of 1877 or the international Exhibi-
tion at Calcutta or the Theosophical Convention or Mr. Hume’s
Indian Nationa) Union.* R. C. Majumdar contradicts all these
possibilities, except the last one. The Declhi Darbar of 1877
inspired Surendra Nath Banerjea to found the National Con-
ference and not the Indian National Congress. Again the Inter-
national Exhibition at Calcutta was not the motivating factor
for the birth of the Congress, but was exploited by S. N.
Banerjea to convene a national conference at the same date'to get
the large audience out of those who had come to attend the
exhibition. But Dr. R. C. Majumdar totally rejects the theory
that the seventeen persons, most of whom attended the Theo-
sophical Convention at Madras, conceived the idea of the
Congress8. The theory is supported by Mrs. Besant. But,

# P, G. Dept. of History, Kashmir University, Srinagar.
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when he says that except Mrs. Besant there is no authority to
corroborate the fact, he is wrong. Professor Sundar Raman.*
Raghunath Rao,” N. N. Sen® and to some extent B C. Pal®
had supported it- A recent research work attributes social
factor as the predominant factor in the birth of the Congress. '°
Even under Gandhiji when Congress was turned into a radical
political movement, it carried on social work with equal
vigour.!!

Surendranath Banerjea says that his National Conference
was the precursor of the Congress, as the latter was conceived
on the ideology and programme of the national conference '*
One president of the Congress categorically said that the
National Conference forestalled the Congress by two years and
prepared its base.!® Congress borrowed from the National
Conference the idea of holding an all - India Conference with
representatives from every province'*. The organisers of the
Indian National Congress requested Surendranath Banerjea to

send him some netes about the first National Conferance held
in 1883.15

Dadabhai Naoroji was also credited with the foundation of
the Indian National Cengress. but it was contradicted by
Sir Dinsha Wacha, who says that the idea of holding a National
Congress came from Hume and not from Dadabhai Naoroji.!¢
For a broad based organisation a natiomal fund is a requisit®
inecessity. Tarapad Banerji, a Bengali lawyer advocated the
establishement of a national assembly and to constitute a
National Fund.!'” He also suggested in 1833 appointment of a
Manging Committee with a fund to station a permanent delegate
in England to apprise the English people true state of India and
to inculcate in them interest in the Indian affairs. The other
objects of the managing committee would be to impart political
cducation to the masses, to encourage national trade and
ipdustry and to create good feelings between the different
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religious communities in India.'® Sir Dinsha Wacha, who had a
wonderful memory for details vouchsfed the fact that idea of a
National Assembly with a National Fund came from the
public leaders of Bengal, notably from Kristcdas Pal. !

Dr. N. L. Chatterjee Fas his own theory about the
fcundation of tle Congress. He poses certain quettions and
then answers them-  He que-tions the justification for found-
ing the Congress when there was already a natlonal organisa-
tion in the National Conference. His reply is that Hume
wanted to sabotage the Indian National Conference sponsored
by a dismissed Government servant, Mr. Surendranath Banerjee
and ccntrolled by the ‘Babus from Bengal.’? Dr. Chatterjee
break fresh ground by presenting kLis thesis thz.nt the birth
of the Congress was the outcome of Russophobia, a subtle
attempt on the part of Hume to checkmate the Russian
danger. He derives his theory from the statements of lh:
viceroys, e.g. Lytion®! and Ripon22. and addresses of th
Congress Presidents. The early addresses of the Congr?ss
Presidents are a definite proof according to Dr. Chattarjee
that the Congress became in its early yearsa platform for
anti-Russian and pro-British propaganda.?® Dr. R.C. Maj.um-
dar while agreeing with Dr. Chattarjee on this point, finds
his whole thesis rather untenable in the absence of more
posmvc evidence.2* Dr Grover also points out to the Russian
menace as one of the likely reasons for the foundation of
the Congress.?® He reinforces his arguments on the basis
of anxiety expressed by some Britishers about the accep-
tance of the Russian rule by the Indians against the ‘unsym-
pathising’ British bureaucracy-*¢ Sir Verney Lovett a.lso
testifies to the Russian menace in tracing the foundation

of the Congress.2’

Another thesis is that the Indian National Congress a.s
a political body owed its origin to Lord Dufferin. This thesis
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dominated the scholastic world until the private papers
of Lord Dufferin came into lime light during the sixties of
the present century. W. C. Bannerjee as early as 1898 had
written that the idea of the Congress came from Lord Duffe-
rin. His version is that Hume during one of his visits to Lord
Dufferin at Simla conveyed to him his project of convening
a body of leading politicians to discuss social matters once
a year. The Viceroy pondered over the matter, and called
Hume after some time. He told him that it would be much
better if the body he proposed to convene was to discuss
political matters so as to function as a counterpart to ‘Her
Majesty’s oppositon in England * Such a body would also
b helpful to the Goverpment if it brought to its notice
the public reaction to the administrative measures and sugge-
sted ways and means to improve it. Vieceroy, however, ruled
out categorically Hume’s proposal that the association should
be presided over by a local governor.'® Hume’s proposed
association for disscussing social problems is open to
much controversy, which will be discussed shortly. But his
version of rejection by Lord Dufferin of his proposed chair-
manship of the body to a local governor is amply borne
out by two letters one from Dufferin to the Governor of
Bombay!'* and other from Hume to Ripon.?® The second
letter brings to light three points; first, that Hume did
consult Dufferin before launching the Congress, second that
Dufferin did bless his project, and third the idea of associa-
ting the officials with the Congress was dropped at the
suggestion of Lord Dufferin 2!

Now coming to the first point that Hume told Duff-
erin ga tobody discuss social matters. Profe-
ssor Sundar Raman one of the first members of the Congress
says that Hume used to see Lord Dufferin at Simla very
often At one of the meetings he placed his proposal before
the Viceroy for starting a movement in England for the
political unity and regeneration of India. Lord Dufferin
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advised Hume not to take a risk in startinga movement in
Brira:i, rather he should start in India with the help of the
Indian leaders under his own direction,32 This Contention
makes Lord Dufferin founder of the Congress. But again
the facis do not testify the statements of W. C. Bannerjee
and Profescor Sundar Raman. Here two points emerge which
are subject to much controrvesy. First Hume’s proposal
for founding an assoojation to discuss social matters,
second Lord Dufferin’s suggestion to turn the body into a
political association. Both are interconnected and are not
borne out by facts. Malabari, a social reformer and Editor of
the Indian Spectator during 1884-5, was very active in carry-
ing out propaganda against ‘Infant marriage and Enforced
widowhood. ® He had requested Lord Ripon to abolish
them under an enactment, but the latter declined to intervene.%4
Hume warned Lord Dufferin not to fall into the trap of
Malabari and advised him ‘to seize some occasion for preach-
ing a little sermon’ to Malaba:i. 3% Dufferin thanked him for
the advice.38 During the age of Consent Bill Controversy
Hume wrote to Lansdowne?” on March 5, 1891, ‘perhaps now
thoughtful men will begin to realise why [ have ever kept
social questions out of Congress as such™.38  Again Hume
before launching Indian Nationa! Unionp, stirred up political
activity in the three presidencies. At Calcutta, which was
most politically alive, he  addressed a letter to the graduates
of the Calcutta University to strive for getting due share
in the administration of the Country. This was a
political appeal to form a political forum which was
named as Indian National Union. ¥ Dufferin calls it a
political convention. 4  Thus the contention that the
idea of the Congress originated from Dufferin had no documean-
tary proof. The letter of Lord Dufferin to Reay clearly
states that Hume came to him to discuss about his proposed
plan to form a ‘political convention of delegates’.¢! This takes
the wind out of the sails of Bannerjee’s thesis that the idea to
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form a political forum came from Dufferin. Again Dafferin
wanted to weaken the Congress by getting his proposed refor.ns
of the Legislative Councils passzad 2 He thought it ‘*a great
pity that these Congresses should hive only occupied themselves
with political questions._instead of the great social and econo.
mic problems which are now pressing for solution in India *?
Dufferin in his farewell speech at the St. Andrew’s Day dinner
in Calcutta lashed out at the Congress for pursuing political
reforms instead of taking up social reforms-4* Thus the state-
ments of Lord Dufferin are an eloquent proof that the idea of
the Congress did not originate with him- The first man who
deserves credit for his research that the Congress was not the
handiwork of Dufferin, was Anthony Parel # His thesis later
on was developed by the other historians on Modern India
namely Anil Sealt® and Briton Martin.*? Dr. Grover does not
agree with Anthony Parel’s reasoning ¢ but supports his thesis
on the basis of Dufferin Papers. However Anthony Parel’s
reasoning is also correct that I{ume was a, persona non grata
with the administration.*® Hume’s formal communication with
Lord Dufferin does not mean that the Viceroy would have take®
him into confidence. Even Ripon, who had recommended
Hume.5% to Dufferin, acted on the advice of his councillors?!
as against Hume’s advice. At the same time the excerpts from
the correspondence of Hume to Ripon,’2 Dufferin®? and Lans-
downe®* reveal the fact that Hume was never interested in the
social problems of the Indians. Dr. Mehrotra®® is of the
opinion that it is not unlikely that Dufferin advised Hume to
exclude social questions from his proposed conference. keeping
in view the current tempo for social reforms in India, But it iS
only a surmise, and the documentary proofs go against the
contention.®®  The riddle, which baffled the scholars for quite
a long time is solved in the light of understanding Hume's
enthusiasm and eagerness to hold political conference. Cap-
tured by this mood he must have told the organisers and workers
that the idea of holding a political convention was suggested by
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Lord Dufferin to enthuse them to work more energitically and
without fear from the government.

During the eighties of the nineteenth century, the political
atmosphere was rifejwith the idea of founding a national organi-
sation.57 Further, the Ilbert Bill and Ripon’s surrender to the
Anglo-Indian community brought out the stark reality that the
Gvernment House was incapable of acting on their behalf.%s
The [ndians had realised that they could alone help themselves.
The idea of a national forum, which was only on the paper,
began ma:erialising after Ripon’s farewell demonstrations.®® For
the first time in the history of Modern India, the
Indians got united and had put up a grand
and successful show, which  astonished the British
bureaucracy and commercial class alike. At this time
Britain was holding general elections from Nov. 25 to Dec. 1’
1885. The educated [ndia tricd one more experiment te get its
grievances redresszd through the liberal English people, elected
to the Parliament. Some of the Indians also thought of conte-
sting to the Parliament.®® An Appeal was addressed to the
British electorate highlighting the noafulfilment of the pledges
made in the Queen’s Proclamation and the Act of 1858. The
Appeal of 1885 was “‘a direct, temperate, and well phrased
document.”8! The Indian delegation in London made close
contacts with the radical Liberal Englishmen, Bright, Caird,
Ripon, and Digby, sympathetic to the Indian aspirations 82
The Indian delegates also canvassed in favour of radical
liberals.®® The result of the election was a big blow to the
Indians. The majority of the radical Liberal candidates, for
whom the Indian delegation had canvassed, had been defeated.®*
Lal Mohan Ghose lost by a slight margin.®® The moral drawn
by this defeat was that ‘‘salvation to India must come from
India itself”.6¢ The same sentiments were echoed candidly bY
the Ananda Bazar Patrika that the Liberals and conservatives
were alike for them, so long ‘‘as we cannot help ourselves our
miseries will not cease”.8” The frustrations resultant from the
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apathy of the rulers and indifference of the British cléc'.ur:.i(c
brought home to the Indians the plain truth that no cutside
agency would work for them unless they worked fur them-
selves.

The idea of a political conference was fathered by the
impact of the West to the nationalist India, which was put 10 a
safe delivery by A.O. Hume acting as a midwife. The off-
spring was christianed as the Indian National Congress.

*
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THE ROLE OF CIVIL SERVANTS IN A DEMOCRACY*

T. R. JAYARAMAN, [AS (Retd.)**

There is a view that the civil service is just a tool in the
hands of politicians. There is also the opposite view that the
politicians are just tools in the hands of the civil service. Mr-
Crossman’s diiry propogates the latter view. Mr. Crossman
was a minister in the British cabinet from 1964 to 1970. He
felt like a prisoner in the hands of civil servants. All information,
he said, wa, with the civil servants. They revealed only a part
of the information to the minister. Sometimes they gave wrong
information. Afterall the minister canmot read all the files in
the ministry. He depends on summerized information given by

the civil servants. This brings us to the crux of the matter Admi-
nistration is the art of getting work done through others. In
government the “others? are the thousands of civil servants.

Article 53 of the Indian constitution recognises this princi
ple stating : ‘The executive power of the union shall be vested
in the president and shall be exercised by him cither directly or
through officers subordinate to him in accordance with the con-
stitution’- Article 154 says the same thing regarding the states.
Articles 308 to 323 deal with recruitment and conditions of
cervice of the civil servants in the country as a whole. Thus the
civil service is a constitutionally recognised component of the -
government in this country. It’s role is to channelise the exe-
cutive power of the Union an] the States.

The civil servants have several tasks The important ones
are 1. Advise Ministers on formulation of policy. 2. Keep

% rrof. M. V. Krishna Rao Endowment Lecture, 1983 (28-8-83).
## |4 | Main Road, Gangenahally, Bangalore - 560032.
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records and administer the secratariat. 3. Manage s rvices
such as education, health, etc. 4. Actas two-way 'irk bet-
ween the government and the public. 5. Run the government
in the absence of Ministers.

Sometimes a distinction 1s made between the industrial
civil service and the ordinary civil service. Officers of Railways
Posts and Telegraphs and Public sector factories are included in

the former. In a Socialistic pattern of government these
difference is only of academic interest.

In theory the state administration in a democracy Is
supposed to re-t on three pillars. These are the Legislature
the Executive and the Judiciary. In a cabinet system of govern-
ment the legislators are also in charge of the executive. Thus,
in practice, there are only two pillars. Another curious feature
of modern democracy is that the legislators. the civil servants,
the judges, Governors, and the President are all paid officials,
They have pay, pension, and perquisites. The only difference
is in the method of recruitment and tenure. Some are elected
and the others are selected. Some serve for five years and
others for thirty years. In both types some may be part-time
and oihers fulltime. Thus it is one grand bureaucracy!

One may ask why we cannot have all officials elected. The
main reason is the impracticability. For a person to be elected,
he or she should be known to the electorate so that the worth
or ability for the job can be assessed. Further the electorate
must be sufficiently well infcrmed about the nature of the job.
The number of candidates will be enoromous. The other reoson
is the need to have some officials who will be neutral as bet-
ween partics.  Polities change and the politicians change. The
electoraie may be conservative one day and communistic on
another day. Without a neutral or apolitical service it will be
impossible to administer a state according to the wishes of the
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i in i o 1!
eople and ensuic continuity of administraticn. Hence the
p A a d .

reed for the so- It res
tinuity neutrality and profcs:-:ional touch to administration. It
Imuity, . 1Y

called permanent civil service. It ensures con-
is recruites and trained for ihe specific purpuse of administra.
> v :

tion in a democracy.

The permanent service gives strength to the administration
by =bsorbing the shocks of the party sys'em of .glwc‘r‘x:f‘ucnt_
Politicians have to be soft by the very nature of thei .P“’-‘
fec-jon. They have to ensure tne support of ‘helr. party-.m;cin a§
well as keep an eye cn the electoréte. Unpleasant dxc.sn;n:.f
that will affect party supporters will us:xal.ly be 'p(;stpone 1
left 10 politicians. Hencea «steel frame” 1is required.

The politician’s fortunes arc clus._e]y linked with t.F:e fortu_
nes of the party. Due to the bungling _of some Othu; pé:fy
member his government may have to resTgx_l or lose an‘ C.Cc.ttl 1{
He himself might have been a good admllmstrator. This 1s r;o
the case with the civil sgrvant. He 13 anlswetrab‘lle] ut)tra:t
supertors and the con.«tituu‘on: Any \_mlawl;: a]c th tmen
enquiry, prosecution of disciplinary acuoi. e has ‘orf ‘h,_
ber that the government is for all pe.o'plc and not on' y for : :
supporters of the ruling party. All citizens .de.scrv.c just n:ee.d
;renh By and larpe the civil servant’s future .xs 1.1 his own hd-:«’l‘s
as long as he follows the law. .‘Buz hcrc.lles thgc ‘r%lb. . ‘Cx:t
polidician is very uncomfortable thc? ml('15t of a»\s‘_ et
to him-elf he would prefer rule by discretion. Rulcs., _r?bu a
tions and defined policies give little scope for the pol.lllCl'anbl‘()
exercise power or help his supporters. I rulcs' are inevita .c
then the politician wants power to relax th.cm in favouf of h:r?
supporters. The minister frcquenﬂ): exclaims on sccn;g a t
office note ‘But can’t T relax the rule’. Ths secretary w O,DU
he note may say that the law did not p.rovdie for su'ch r?laxa-
tion. He may also <ay il such relaxal‘mn is made it will be
apolicable to all persuns. He may point out ll?‘c consequences
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of such relaxation. The minister with good administrative
experience will understand the position. He may at first feey
that he runs the risk of losing a vote. But mature reflection
will convince him that in the long run he will benifit,

The general human weakness of helping a friend or a rela-
tive at the expense of some one eise is found naturally amone
politicians as well as in civil servants. Such help means doin?
injustice to some other more deserving person. In the Jong run
it will create dissatisfaction among the public. It is also inju-
rious to the efficiency of administration. When a civil servant
succumbs to the weakness he is acting illegally. Even if he hag
discretion in matters such as transfers, his exercise of such dis-

cretion favouring a friend or relative is open to review by his
superiors.

This brings us to the question of delegation of power. Itis
a well-known principle of administration that there should be
adequate delegation of powers to Jower levels. Over-centrali-
sation means delay and lack of flexibility. Once power is
delegated the man on the spot should be allowed a free hand.
to exercise the power according to his judgement subject to
policy decisions, rules and regulations laid down by govern-
ment. But alas, interference in day-to-day administration by
politicians and superiors is a fact of life ! On paper, a subordi-
nate has specific powers, But the poor officer is pressurised
frequently to do things against his better judgement. There
are telephone calls, recommedation letters and personal
intercession. It requires a lot of moral courage to ignore all
such pressures and pass orders on merit. In most cases it is not
just a politician trying to help his friend or relative. It is an
attempt to exercise power from behind. The MLAs and MPs
have no executive powers under the constitution. They somehow
feel they have a right as people’s representatives to iofluence
executive actions. Officials are usually afraid of compliaints
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to superiors, threat of transfer, etc. Interference from oncjs
superiors, whether minister or departmental head, is more seri-
ous as they are in a position to really hurt. It is one thing if
the minister or superior takes the decision himself but it is quite
a different thing to ask the subordinate to take the decision
against his betler judgement. This is unfair to the subordinate
as well as to the public, This is the time for the officer to
exercise tact and moral courage. By taking a correct decision
and facing the consequences the official will fare better than
if he takes an incorrect decision due to pressure from above. If
there is a stricture from the courts, he will be left alone to

defend himself.

As a manager of government services the civil servant has a
disadvantage compared to a manager in private industry. In the
latter a manager is judged by the overall results but a civil ser-
vant is usually judged by failures. One adverse remark in his
confidential report may be enough to stop promotion. Hence
a civil servant is obliged to concentrate on avoidance of mis—
takes. This is the view of the famous British management
expert Sir Derek Rayner. The civil servant is responsible to the
public through the machinery of the pariiamentary form of
government. He has to face the public accounts committee,
estimates committee, and others. He has to defend his minister
as we!l as himself for decisions taken or advice given. This
means he must place on record much that is not essential for
quick disposal of work- If different decisions are taken on the
same type of request or application his impartiality or integrity
will be questioned. Hence the great stress in government to
rely on precedents. This again contributes to delay. The role
of the civil servant as a manager is thus restricted as compared
to an industrial manager. A manager under political supervision
has to sacrifice efficiancy and economy at the altar of politics.
This is the price one has to pay for democracy. In the long run
it is a price worth paying.
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In his rols as keeper of records of the government the civii
servant ensures continuity of policy. He provides statistics,
In this role the premanent civil service constitutes the memory
of government

The role of the civil service as the eves and ears of the
goverment 1s usually overlooked. The politicians are supposed
to be directly in touch with the people. In practice. the MLA
ot MP knows his constituency. This is mostly obtained through
his supporters. A department head on the other hand, is in
rouch with all the people in the state. He vers reqular feedback
fron districs and wtatu'c officials.  He tours the entire state and
would have himself served in several districts before becoming
e head of the department. When a new minister comes to be
i charge of a department the advisz of the civil servant will be
qiite valuable. TIt. takes yeur for the new minister know to be
waorkings of the depar:ment and the needs of the people. Simi-
tarly it is the departmental officials who explain government
schemes and policies to the villagers. If a scheme is not work.
ing properly a report comes from the village officer up to the
department. Thus the entire departmental set—up is like the
hania body’s nervous system to the government.

In our system of quasi-federal government the top civil
servants must also be able to run the government in the states
under President’s rule as also when elestion is announced. Thus
the role of the civil service under the Indian constitution is
somewhat complex. It is not exactly the same as that of the
Indian Civil Service during the days of the British rule.

The government services have entered more areas of the
public life and are much larger than in British days. The
quesiion is often asked whether the huge apparatus is being put
to the best use by the pcoplc’_} representatives. The bureau-
cracy is usually blamed for govéfnment’s failures. Red tape and
corruption are said to be the main weakness of the bureaucracy.
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we have the lowering of efficiency due to
encouragement of indiscipline by
s, promotions, punishments, etc-
political machinery. Journalists

O1 the other hand,
bad recruitment policies,
political inrerference in transfer

which are known failings of the _
occassionally get hold of such misdeeds and publish scoops. Why

cannot the pubtic be told of the truth in a regular manner ?
Tk Oublic Accounls Committee doe§ only‘ a sort‘ of post_
mor.em examination. A mechanism is required to inform the
public how and why decisions were titken.  What was the. pro—
fessional view on any qué ;tion 2 It may be rc.callcd that in the
former princely state of Mysore the secretaries to government
were members of State Assembly. Even now .the Advocate
General has the right to address the State Legislature under
Art : 177 of the constitution. The Attome.y General can d'o the?
same in Parliament. Why not extend the idea to top officers ?



ORIGINAL JAYAKHYANA BHARATA,
BHAGAVADGITA and SIRIBHUVALAYA

K. NaGaraja Raoe
Part—I

““The Gita is one of the clearest ard most comprehensive
summaries of the perennial philosophy, ever to have been madc.
Hence its enduring value not only for the Indian, but for ail
mankind..The Bhagavad Gita is perhaps the most systematic

spiritual statement of the perennial philosophy™, says Aldous
Hux!ey.!

The Bhagavad Gita is a philosophical discourse on the
ethics of war. It convinces Arjuna, who at the eleventh hour,
feels a nervous recoil, from engaging in a deadly and fratricidal
combat of the righteousness of discharging, under all circum-
stances one’s duty as laid down in the scriptures, in a mood
of equanimity of trust. The master teacher Lord Krishna, an
accepted avatira, undertakes not only* to guide his friend
Arjuna’s chariot, towards victory on the battlefield, but also
his foot-steps on the more perilous path of life, with a view
1o ensuring the attainment of the summum bonum.

The Bhavavad Gita is a short poem of 700 stanzas divided
into 18 chapiers. But the problems raised and adjudicated in the
Bhagavad Gita have a universal appeal. The Bhagavad Gita
has already secured an assured place amongst the worlds’
foremost Gospels of life and conduct. During [the course of

* 9, Masilamani Street, T. Nagar, Madras-600017
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the past two thousand and odd years, since it was originally
preached, it has attracted hosts of Commentators, annotators,
expositors and traoslators, in almost all the important languages
of the world.

Millions of Hindus for centuries have found comfort and a
guiding philosophy in this divine Gospel. which sets forth in
precise and penetrating words the essential principles of a
spiritual religion. The Bhagavad Gita serves even today as a
light to all who will receive illumination from its wisdom,
which insists on a world wider and deeper than wars and
revolutions can touch- Its ever fresh message to humanity has
brought about a revolution in modern thought. Its apparent
simplicity is the hallmark of its sublimity.- ‘“The Bhagavad
Gita represents Hinduism as a whole in its universality without
limit of time or space, embracing within its synthesis the whole
essence of the human spirit, from the crude fetishism of the
savage to the creative affirmations of the saints.”2

The Bhagavad Gita is both metaphysics and ethcis Brahma-
vidya and Yoga$astra, the scienoe of reality and the art of
union with reality. The Gita is called an Upanishad, since it
derives its maimn inspiration from the Upanishads. It is said
that, ““The Upanishads are the cows, and the cowherd’s son
Krishna, is the milker; Arjuna is the calf, the wiseman is th,
drinker, and the nectar-like Gita is the excellent milk”.

At the time when Lord Krishna preached the Bhagavad Gita
to Arjuna, it scems that different elements were competing
with each other, within the system of Hindu philosophy, and
in the Bhagavad Gita they are brought together and integrated
into a comprehensive synthesis. The master teachers Lord
Krishna refines and reconciles different currents of thought; the
Vedic Cult, the Upanishadic teachings, the Bhagavata theism
the Samkhya dualism and the science of Yoga.
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The Bhagavad Gita bas been accepted as onc of tie three
fundamental works of Hinduism the Prasthanatraya - together
with the Upanishads and the Brahmasitras., All the great
religious dchiryas have interpreted the Gita from the r poin's
of view :  Advaita, Dvaita, Visistadvaita, Saktiviii-:advaita,
Bhidabhéda.  Aciitva  Bhidabhida - Samkhva, Karma. e¢'c.
Even now, philosophers are putting forth their own cxp ana-
tions, almoct every day.

The eiviiteen chapters of the Bhagavad Gita form chanrers
23 to 40 ~f the Bivi;maparva, of the great epic Mahab! ara‘a
The authorship of the Bhagavad Gita is usually atiributed to
Maharshi Vyasa, the legendary compiler of the Malabliarata.
In 2ddition to the Bhagavad Gita the present Mahabharata con-
t2ins many independent works such as  Anugita, Sanatu Gira,
Durgd-tuti, Harivarh<a, Markand ya sam‘ava, ectc.

Different opinions exist among the scholars repardicg 1he
date of the Muhabharata War. Mr, Wheeier opinc: tha: tie
Bharata war took place somewhere about 6,000 B. C. Mr.
Benticy assigns it to 575 B, C.  Pencit G, D. Shasiry argues for
1,300-10 B. C., Based on Magadkha Chrondclogy, Rr. Sitanatha
Pradhan assigns it to 1,250 B. C.  According to Satishchardra
Vidiabhitshana the Mahabharata war took place in 1922 8. C.
Dr. Pargiter places it at 1810 B. C. Balakrishna Dixit and C. V-
Vaidva favour 3,000 B, C. Radhakumud Mukherji, Kashj
Prasad Jayswal, Javachandra Vidialaniar and a host of Iadian
Scholars have argued in favour of 1,450 B, C. Velandi Iyer sav-,
that ti.e Mahabharata war started on 14} October 1194 B. C.
and Dr. D S. Triveda argued for 3,137 B. C.?

Though the Mahabhirata war took place some five thousand
years ago, the present text of Mahabhirata is said to have been
compiled between 400 B. C. to 400 A. D. The date of the
Bhagavad Gita is generally accepted as 560 B. C., though the
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text may have received many alterations and interpolations in
subsequent times.

Regarding the text of Bhagavad Gita differnces of opinion
exist. According to Girimina the Bhagavad Gita contains 745
stanzas. The detailed distribution of the extant stanzas amongst
the individual speakers that fizure in the Bhagavad Gita is ;
Krishna 620, Arjuna 57, Safjaya 67, Dhritarashtra 1 .- 745 But,
the present traditional text of the Bhagavad Gita contains only
700 stanzas ¢ Krishna 575, Arjuna 84, Safjaya 40. Dhrita-
rashira | 700, Sankara’s commentary tells us that the Bha-
cavad Gita consists only of 700 stanzas, Out of this 700 stanzas
Sankara leaves 47 stanzas of the first chapter and the first ten
stanzas of Chapter II, but for all the remaining stanzas he
offers a word to word exposition, which enables us to determine
exactly what the text before him was. As Sankara’s date
generally accepted, is A. D. 788-820, his testimony for the text
of the Bhagavad Gita is earlier than that of the any other
manuscripts or commentator.

Apart from the traditional text, a Javanese version of the
Bhagavad Gita also exists. The Javanese version of th®
Bhishmaparvam and the Gita is said to have been compiled in
the eleventh century A-D., when Sri Dharmavamsa Dégu Anafita
Vikramadiva ruled Java. Out of thel traditional 700 stanzas»
the old Javanese version actually cites in Sanskrit, a total of
81 stanzas, while the equivalent of 56 stanzas is preserved in
Old Javanese paraphrase; so that a total of as many as 563
stanzas are altogether missing in the Javanese version. (Pointed
out by J. Gonda, 1935)-

According to F. A. Schrader the Kashmir version of the
Bhagavad Gita embodies fourteen additional stanzas and - four
half stanzas unknown te the vulgate.* A few more extra stanzas
are also recorded in some non-Kashn:irian sources. Most of
these additions are admittedly interpolations and doctrinally
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insignificant. According to Kashmirian sources the Bhagavad
Gita contains 745 stanzas (Gitimana) in place of 700 as men=
tioned by Sankara. This Gitam.ina inscrtion is given mostly by
Kashmirian sources; the Bengali and Southern versions show
little knowledge of it. But anyway thesc additional stanzas,
presuppose a sdra or synopsis of the Bhagavad Gita teaching
being inserted into the Gita and along with the Gita itself:
‘poured into the mouth of Arjuna’. This is clearly recorded in
the old manuscript of the Baroda Oriental Library (MSs, No-
11458) wherein the first line reads : Bhiratimrita sarvasya

gitayam (yi) bhiratasyaca. In some other MSs. it is recorded.
Bharatodadhimanyasya gitaniryacanasyaca.

It is said that there are two texts of the Gitisira ¢ The
one has been published in the cirtical edition of the Bhi-hma-
parva’, which was found in some of the Mahabharata MSs. The
other which was translated into Marathi by fkanatha, and into
Persian by the translators of the Mahabharata, under the order
of the great emperor Akbar8, is different, and is named
“Omkara (Pranava) Mahitmya”,® The first, which is written
in Sarada character and is accompanied by a learned Sanskrit
commentary, contains about sixty stanzas, and in particular a
translation of some ‘“Gitd Prasasti”” verses. The Gitasira
translated into Persian appears to have been a much shorter
work than the “Omkara Mahatmva’’ of BORI MSs.

In his introduction toe the critical edition of the Bhishma-
parvam”, Prof. S. K. Belvalkar, while discussing Git.imana (745
Stanzas) and Gitisara, opines: *“On the ground that the Gira
commentators like Kethava Kashmirin, while expressedlv
mentioning 745 stanzas as the extent of the Bhagavad Gita, do
yet give a text of the Gita proper containing only 700 stanzas.
it is possible to argue, that the enhanced extent is the exieng
of the Bhagavad Gita + Gitatara. The detailed distribution of
the combined extent amongst individual speakers, that figure
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i : the Bhagavad Gita can also be made very approximately with
the actul extent of the Gita + Gitasara.

Alberuni in his “India”™ quotes passages from the Bhagavad
Gita which are not 1o be found in the current text.!o,

Anyway the Bhagavad Gita which was read and adopted as
a re\im‘(;us text book, one of the Prasthana Traya, throughout
Indiahhax been more or less a standard text at least from the
time of Sankara and has probably acted as a sort of check among
the latter day Vyasaaids, and since then the text of the Bhaga-
vad Gira with one or two exceptions assumed a more or l‘ess
stereotyped form. Thus, during the past tv.vclvc cen'tunc.s,
there has been littie scope for alterations or interpolations in
the present text, which contains 700 stanzas.

It will be very interesting to know the Western Sanskritis.ts’
opinions regarding the text and extent of the ?hagavad Gita-
The first English translation of the Bhagavacjl Gita by Charlf:s
Wilkins, with a letter from Warren Hastings to Natt}anxel
Smith, was published in 1785. Since then a host of oriental
scholars of the West have written volumes on the Bhagavad
Gita. Some scholars have argued, that Lord Krishna f:ox_lld not
have recited the 700 stanzas to Arjuna on the battle field. He
must have spoken a few stanzas, which were later elaborated
by the narrator into an extensive work.

According to Garbe the Bhagavaq Gita was originally a
Samkya yoga treatise with which the Krishna Vasudc}/a cult got
mixed up and in the third century 'B- C'-,. anfi_ it bec;ame |
adjusted to the Vedic tradition by the ndcmnfxcauon.of Krishna
with Vishou. The original work probably arose in about 200
B. C. and it was worked into the presc?nt form by some
followers of the Vedanta in 200 A.D.1! Wllhelm. Yon H.um-
boldt argued (1926) that, the orizinal Bhagavad Gita consisted
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only of the I to Ul chapter and 63 to 78 stanzas of the I8th
chapter of the present Bhagavad Gira According 1o Rudo!f

Otto, the original Gita contain:t only 133 stanzas. He affiras
that the original Gita was

“asplendid cpic fragment and did
not include any doctrinal literature”.

tion not to proclaim any traoscen fent

to reader Arjuna willing to undertake th
almighty will of the God wio
Rudolf Ot:0 belisves 1hat
ted.’?

It was Krishna's inten-
dogma of sajvarion, bat
€ special service of the
decides the face of batles:
the doctrin.l (reasise are 1
Prof. Jacubi concurs with QUo’s opimion. 3

erpo a-

Hopkins regards the work as "8 Krishnaite version of an
older Vishnuite poem and this in turn was a* firq an uncertamn
work, perhaps a late Upanishad™ 1 Farquhar writes of it as
" an old verse Upanishad written rather later than the Sveta va-
tara, and worked up into the Gity in the interests of Krishnai-m
by a poet after the Chrisiian era '3 Keith, Oldenberg, Win-
ternitz, Oltramare, Barnett, Fraaklia Edgerton, J. Charpentics,

Lomotte, Dougias P. Hilt, Sir, Edwin Arnold, F. Loriser, R.G

Taki and others have written about the Bhagavad Gita text and

1:s contents, ¢

Dr. S. Radhakrishran, discu-sing the existing  different
opinions amongst  the scholyr. says @ *These diiferent
opinions seem to ari-e from the fact that, in the Gita are uni-
ted currents of philosophical aggd religious thought diffused
along many and devious cour es, Many apparently conflicting

beliel are worked into a ‘imple unity to meet the needs of the

time. The question whether the Gita succeeds in reconcilisie

the different tendencies of thought will have to be answered by
cach reader after he compietes the study of the book®'". Bu:
scholars like Prof. D. D. Kosambi do not agree with this view-

Now let us have a glance at the Indian commentators.
After the decline of Ruddhism diffcrent religious trends
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prevailed in India, the chief being Advaita (‘\'Ion—d[;alllsiinn)],) V;;l(;
~tiadvaita (Qualified non—;jua:!ism}), T:‘)cva;ct):n;c: and, 2nd
3 advai Pure non-dualism). ! the:
;:l(li\f:::!;i::-au(\c:: religions wrote commeﬁntanc;]s on ‘h;h?::r:i
support of their sampradiyas and rct"utmg ot e;’s. oo
m».l- itarv of Sankara is the most ancncnt', though ac e o
Anan j;siri there existed other commentaries older tha: acond
Sank 1r.1: In his comment on the 10 stanza oft :::,”vm-_
chapter Anandagiri says that ptior to Sankara thechwahmasﬁ"a
hara who wrote a voluminous commcntar.y on the ;a[ asura
and he also wrote a vritti {gloss) on' the Gl.la ?;ﬁnngd; t:; Dether
Jnana (knowledge) nor Karma (.actlon) by 1tskc ucsato thcpgoal_
freedom: and a combinad pursuit of them takes

Accoring to Siun<ara Brahma is dcfinahle)onvl);:;ldt;;n;arfif
being; he is onz without a second. T‘hc'Wh!sznd ool man
fcst;rions and muliiplicity is not rca.l in itse e 1o e

10 those who live in avidya (ignorance). To gh
fcal. only to t is bondage. Mere karma does not remove th.ls
B b ds us firmly to this unreal samsara (cosmic
bondage. but b";1 Jnana (wisdom) which propounds that t.he

. l rz’::;"y‘ :nd the individual sclfom.: identic?l‘cu*\] bring
et human beings. When this wisdom ariszs t‘ e ego
redemption 10 Auccnrdi/nf' to Sankara wisdom and acftlon are
e sed likc;light and darkness, and he rejects the
"?“‘“'"y.f’pp(;( ma Samucchaya. (Com. on Slo. IT of Ch. II).
e o.”“anl g av not be the immediate cause of liberation,
Evcn' ‘.f karma“::v,mcans for acquiring saving wis_dom. Along
A nec“:.' Sénkarénanda. Sridhara, Madhusuda.na Sare'xs-
with Anan-dagln‘, . Dhanapathi, Venkatanitha, DaivaJnapandna
varl Sadana"dd'wrote commentaries on the Bhagavad Gita }xp—
and .othcrs 3“‘3 Advaita philosophy. The Maharashtra slaemts
holcioe gahka(;aj;anc-swara were great devotees of Sankara.
aan

process).

is dis

T S mucce N
S "’,ahﬂ) \ndnddvafdhalla (J”ana Ka ma a ha a
q 10 . .
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Rijanka-Ramakantha (Sarvatibhadra) and Keshava Kashmirin
have also written commentaries on the Bhagavad Gia.

Ramanuja, the most authoritative exponent of the Vi<i-ia-
dvatta schoot, who flourisicd in the eleventh century A D,
keenly refutes Sankara’s interpretation of the Bhagavad Gi'a.
Ramanuja follows the interpretation given by Yamunacharyva in
his Gitirtha Sangraha : Brahma, the highest reality, is “piri,

but is not without attribuies. Brahma has self-consciousness

with the knowledge of himself and the conscious will to create
the world and bestow salvation on tis creatures, According 1o
Ramanuja, Brahma is the sum of all ideal predicates, infinite
and cternal, before and above all worlds, without any second.
All other Gods are his scrvants, appointed to perform their
ordained duties. Before creation the world isin a potential
form, undeveloped into the existing and diversified manifesta-
tions. In creation it is developed into n ima-riipa {(name and
form). The world is not only the body of God, but his remain-
der (Iswarasya sisa). Ramanuja says, because God indwells
and penetrates the soul, God and the soul are one. Riminuja
develops a peculier type of personal mysticism in his commentry
on the Bhagiwvad Gita. He admits the path of knowledge
(Jiana marga), devotion (Bhakti) and action (Karma) as

mentioned in the Bhagavad Gita, but gives prominaoce to

devotion. According to Ramanuja Vishnu is the supreme Lord.
He is the only true God, who will not share his devine honours
with others. Liberation is service of and felowship with God
in Vaikuntha or heaven. Vidaniadisika Venkatanatha, a

follower of Ramanuja also wrote a commentry on the Bhagvad
Gita called Tarparya-Chandrika.,

Madhva, the founder of the Dvaita school of Vedants,
who iy generally assigned to the 13th Certury A.D. givesa
brief commentary on the Bhagavad Gita, which is elaborated
by Jayathirtha, in his sub-commentary called—Pramcyadipiki.
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Madhva, who has written a more elaborate dissertation
names ‘Gita Tatparya Nirnaya’ attempts to d'crive from th'c
Bhagavad Gita the tencts of the dualistic phl.losop.hy. It.lS
self contradictory to look upon the soul as ldefmcal with
the supreme in one sense, and different from him in another.
He iﬁxcrprcts the passaze (fattvamasi (That. art thou)
as mcaniﬂg that we must give up the distincnovn between
mire and thine, and hold that everything is subje:ct to the
control of god (Madiyam tvadiyam iti bhedam apahiya sarvam
iwaradhinam iti sthitih : Bhadgavatha Tatparya)

Nimbarka, who flourished in the 12th ccntury‘ A.D.,
holds that the Jiva, [soul] jagat [world], and q?d are different
from each other; yet the existencc and activities ?f the so.ul
and the world depend on the will of god. 'Accordmg to him
Bhakti [devotion] to the Supreme is cssetTtlal. He adopts the
Theory of Dvaitadvaita [Dualism non-dualism].

Vallabha, who belongs to the 15th and the c'nrly _part .of
the 16th Century, is the great exponent otjthe $uddhadvaita
{Pure non-dualism] School. He has summarized thi B_hag?vad
Gita teaching in about a 100 stanzas known as Sastrartha
Prakarana’’. The present “Tattvadipika” commentary ‘comcS
from a 17th century descendant of Vallabh.l- Accor.dmg' to
Vallabha the Jiva (ego) when pure and unblinded by 1!1usnons
and the supreme Brahma are onme. Souls are particles
god like sparks of fire and they cannot acquire the know-
ledge necessary for obtaining release .cxccpt‘ by the grace of
the supreme- Bhakti is the truth associated with I)ve.

Apart from the above mentioned religious commentators
there have been several other commemator§ on the Bhagavi?
Gita. The Chief are Béla Gangadha'ra_ Tilak and.Mahars.x
Aurobindo. Mahitma Gandhi and Vindba have given their
views on the Gita. Tilak’s Gita Rahasya has been translated
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into all the important langzuages of India. Aurobin 1775 essay
on the Gitd is considered to be the best exposition.

R. S. Taki in his commentary on the Bhagavad Gi a ‘pub-
liched in threc parts, Bombay 1922-25) made attempts !0
interpret it in terms of Theology (1-6 chapters), Cosmology
(7-12 chapters), and Eschatology (13-18 chapters). V.G. Rele
tried to interpret the Bhagavad Gita on the basis of modern
psycho-philosophy and psycho-analyvsis,

There are some scholars who question the historicity of the
framework story of the Bhagawad Gita. Prof- D.D Kosambi
in his work'® raises many problems such as the -ocial
and economic aspects of the Bhagavad Gita. Prof. Koambj
with his versatile knowledge of JIndology, has made sweeping
remarks in this book. According to him, the Bhagawad
Gi1 a shows “dexterity to reconcile the irreconcile™ and “a
sort of slippery opportunism characterises the whole book.”
He finds seme significance, in “the eighteen main ghtra clan
groups of the Brahmins, the eighteen purarni s and the eighteen
Parvams of the Mahibharata and the Kurukshétra war fought
over eighteen days between eighteen legions, and lastly eighteen
adhyZyas of the Bhagavad Gita” and opines “‘these are surely
not without significance indicating particular sanctity atta-
ched to the Brahmin complex groups’’. Prof. Kosambi, who
tried to analyse Indian History from the Marxian dialecti-
cal and historical materialism point of view, feels that,
most of the Hindu criptures, including the Bhagavad Gita
which contain myths are largely econumic in origin. In the
name of scientific analysis, the Diamat Theory usually neg-
lects the other aspects of the historical forces like anthro-
pological, ethnological, linguistic, etc., which form the found-
ation of any human society.

But, whetever opinion we may hold regarding the scho-

liasts’ opinion about the present Bhagavadg§Gita, one finds some
sort of inconsistency in the work. Though the Bhagavad Gita
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has played an imnoriant role in the devc.lopmcntl of Indian
thought, it is very difficult to =ssess the 1mpact It madc. on
Indian society. Neither the Bhagavad Gita, nor any o'thcr Hindu
scripture has saved [ndian society from the sweepmg'mf‘lu?nce_of
Western thought and culture- Indian society with its imitation
of the West, in allits life, is changing rapidly. In spite of all
the-e changes which are shaking the very foundation of our
society whether for good or bad—we try to identify our past
socio--cuhural, ethico-religious values in the ultra-modern
tenets without adducing positive proofs. A peculiar way of
thinking is developing in India which tries to finfi' solacc? only
in identifying the past with the present, and citing scriptures
in its defence. Such people will trace the nucleus of modell'n
thought and scientific and technological developments in
ancient scriptures by ambiguous ways. We can defend our
peutrality, non-violence the so called dcmocr.atnc socialism
and what not, by quoting the Bhagavafi Gn.a. and other
scriptures. With all our socio-cultu-ra], ethico religious changes
in day to day living, we yet proclaim, that we are fol.lowmg
swadharma as prescribed in the Holy books. How far this way
of thinking can save us and the coming generation, only the

future will decide.

The present Bhagavad Gita with all its diversified ethico-
religious and philosophical tenets contains contradictory state-
ments and many discrepancies- Space does not permit me to

go into those details.
Many Indian and Western scholars opine that there

existed in ancient times an original epic Mahabharata contain-
ing the Bbagavad Gita which in the course of time expanded to

the present form.?°
Though the existing Mahabhirata is called an epic poem it

does not possess all the characteristics of an epic poem.
Almost sll Sanskrit works, such as grammar, philesophy,
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pathology, astronomy, cosmography.and mathematics are written
in verse, The Mahabharata was originally a history-an akhyina-
recording contemporay events. The present Mahabharata itself
says: ‘‘We desire to hear Bharata, the sacred history which
drives away all fears” (Adi 1-20;, and agan, “some bards have
already sung this history, some are now teaching it, and others
in like manner will hereafter promulgate it upon the earth,” and
again “The son of Satyavati (Vyasa) by penance and medita-
tion having classified the everlasting Veda, composed this
unique history”’. (Adi. 1-55). It is even called an /rihisa.
According to Sanskrit Lexicographers /tifasa means, *‘accounts
of the past that contain instructions on dharma. artha, kama,
moksha are called histories”.

In its present form the Mahabharata is neither a history
nor an epic. It is almost like any other Purana-a collected
record of various subjects written in the course of hundreds of
vears. A cursory view of it shows that it holds in its capacious
bulk many independent works.

The present Mahdbhirata itself says: *‘Vyasa originally
compiled Bharata exclusive of episodes, in 24,000 stanzas,
This much only is called by the learned as the real Bharata:
He subsequently composed an epitome in 150 verses (1-1-61,
ranabharata). But the present Mahabharata contains more than
105,000 stanzas and it contains a table of contents which instead
of 150 stanzas, has more than 250 stanzas. Thisisa clear
indication that many thousand $/okas have been added to the
original Mahabharata.

It is said that the present Mahabarata was recited by a
certain nameless man and one day when the great sages of hard
austerities who had been at the twelve years sacrifice of
Kulapati Saunaka, were comfortably seated in the Naimisa for-
est rishi Lomaharshaiia’s son Ugrasrava, popularly known as

Sauti, well versed in the purdnas, came to them in all humility™.
(Adi. 1-2).
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The nameless sage who recites these two stanzas goes on

_to say, that Ugrasrava Sauti at the request of the rishis then

began to recite the Mahibharata, which was originally composed
by Vyasa, and narrated by Vaisampayana at the sarpayaga
(snake sacrifice) of Janaméjaya. Thus we find, when it was
recited in the Naimisa forest before the sages, even then it has
come down to the fourth gencration:- 1) Vyasa who taught it
to 2) Vaisampdyana who taughtit to 3) Lomaharsana, who
taueht it to his son, 4) Ugrasrava. But even this Mahabhirata
“evdo rot possess. The present Mahabharata is spoken
by some nameless persoa who recites what Ugrasrava narrated
when it was recited by Ugrasrava in the Naimisa forest, it
had, even then undergone some additions and alterations, and
a difference of opinion had atlrcady arisen about the various
ways of readiny the text. ““Some read thc_Mahabharata from
the first $loka, some from the story of Astika, some again
from the Uparichara, while some Brahmans read the whole,”

(1-1-53)-

Ugraérava himself says in the Adiparva, that “he knows
only 8,800 slokas”, (1-1-8), but the Mahabharata we now
possess, even the critical edition, contains more than a lakh of

Stan..as.

According to the opinion of the learned the present
Mahabharata contains a lot of Upiakhyanas, myths and inter-
polations made by the Bhrgus. In this connection, it will be
interesting to know the opinion of the Late V.S. Sukthankar,
chief architect of the critical cdition of the Mahabharata

published by the BORI, Poona,

Sukthankar says: ‘‘Now there can be no question that all
this Bhargava material in our present Mahabharata is entirely
foreign to the plan of the original saga of the Bharatas,
occurrin: as it does almost wWholly in the episodic portion of the
epic. Th‘érc should be, therefore, in my opinion no hesitation in
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concluding that in our version of the Mahabharata there is a
conscious, nay, deliberate weaving together or rather stitching
together of the Bharata legends with the Bhargava myihs.

“The question how precisely this Bhargava element, which
we find concentrated mostly in the Upakhyanas. came into the
cycle of the Bharata legends is intriguing, bu! unfortunately the
answer 1s largely a matter of speculation.— . since the diaske.
nosts of the Mahebharata have been fortunately frask enough
to admit that Vyasa’s work, the Mahabharata, vwhich originally
consisted merely of 24,000 stanzas -

“Nobody is. however, so credulaus now-a-days as to ima-
gine the Sita as the author of thesa extensive innovations that
must have been necessasy in order to convert a heroic poem of
24.000 stanzas into an encvclopaedia of the present dimensions.

“Just as the different collections of Vidic hymns, the
various Brahmanas and the ritualistic manuals were all at some
time, the closely guarded property of diverse Vidic schools
and families of sages, which had respectively cultivated and
developed them, so also our remodelled Biirata mow elevated
to the rank of the fifth Veda must have remained for some time
in the exclusive possession of the Bhargavas as their close lite-
rary preserve. That would in my opinion account for the
apparent homogenous character of this heterogenous mass: it
all came from different hands, but out of the same mould.

“If the above considerations have any validity, they might
help us to lift up a corner of the thick veil enveloping our great
epic, allow us to have a covert peep into the history. Such a
peep would show that there existed in India, in very ancient
time~, an epic poem of about 24,000 stanzas, attributed to
Vya-a. which described in great detail the Blharata,war and
sung the glory of Pandavas. This heroic poem. the Bhirata,
which used to be recited by 'he Siitas mostly at Royal cour!s
and had in course of time became very popular, was at a critical

Bhagavodgita and Siribhuvalaya 97

stage of history appropriated by the Bh.l_‘ugus (who had certainly
-pecialized in the Dharma and Nim’astrz.\s and p'robably also
developed bearings towards Vishnuism) meh the‘xdea of de‘vef
loping the epic into a vehicle of popular instruction and edifi-
cation, combined with entertainment”™, !

Though some scholars have made attempt to _show the
unerammatical (un-paninian) usages and discrepancies in metres
in hthc present Mahabharata as far as I know little attcm[?t has
been made to find out the nueleus of the present text, in the
way suggested by the late Suktbankar.

According to the Jaina Puranas the Mahabharata war was
mainly a fight between Krishna, who was supporied by the
Pandavas, and Jarasanda, supported by the Kauravas. Kamsa’s
wife Jivadyasa on the death of her husband at the hands of
Krishna, complained to her father Jarisandha, and he attacked
Krishna. The war ended at the death of Jarisanda at the
hands of Krishna. The story of the Mahabharata has bc‘en related
in all the biographies of the twenty second Tl_rt.haflkara
Néminatha, who was the brother of K'rishna. The majority of
Jaina (digambara) puranas are in SansVrit, Apabhramsa, Kanngda
and other languages, and ticy are more concerned with

Aristanemi

The Jaina works Uttaridhyayan Sitra, Pras"_na ~Vyékarar’1a
Antagadadasao, Nayadbamma Kahio., Samavayaflga Satra,
Nirayavali parrate the stor.y of K.rlshna .accordmg to' the
Svetambara tradition. According to this t'radmon, there existed
a work named “Bhimasurakki Katha” which narra.tcs the ‘valour
of Bhima. But in Jaima literature the Bhagavad Gita hus little or

no place.

Amarchandra Suri, a Jaina poet of the thirteenth century
A.D., in his "Bala Bharata” summarises the whole of the Maha-
bharata. The Bhishma Parvam has been summariced in 384
stanzas and the Bhagavad Gita in four stanzas.?2
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Then, what was the nature of the original Mahabhiratwa
which is attributed to the great sage Vyasa ?

The first stanza of the yresent Mahabharata reads -

Niripanam namaskrtya naram caiva nar:tramam |
Devi saraswatim caiva 1at0 Jayam udirayer ¥

The English translation of the above stanza by P.C Ray
reads : “Having bowed down to Narayana and Nara, the most
exalted male begins and also to the Goddess Saraswathi, must
the word Jaya (victory) be uttered.” The translation of the
above passage : “Tatd Jayam Udirayet™ as “must the word Jaya
(victory) be uttered” is not correct, According to Neelakantha
the history of the Mahabharatha was also called “Jayikhyina™+?
Probably this may be the original Bharata which is attributed to
Vyasa.

(continued)
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THE SCIENTIFIC C M ENTARY ON

The World Health Organisation, among its constitutiona)
responsibilities under head ¢) “fosters the ability to live harmo-
niously in a changing total environment™. A scientific realisa-
tion of the doctrine of Mandukya Upaniskat (vide ref 1) helps
to achieve this ideal There seems to be no other way. Dr. C.G.
Jung, one of the greatest psychiatrists of modern times has
said that “The :piritual aspect of the psyche is at present
known to us only in a fragmentary way. We have not yet
succeeded in determining the particular uniformities or Laws”
regarding the ultimate questions *‘Whence does conciousness
come ? What is the psyche 77, he concludes. ‘“At this point al]
science ends” (vide pages 225 and 229 of ref 2). The following
scientific commentary of Mandukya Upanishat is set out to
satisfy these yearning enquiries of modern scientists. Though
this upanishat is one of the smallest, the doctrine contained in
it is described as the quintescence of the entire Vedic literature
and culture. It is the crest jewel in the crown of the Vedas.
Though commonly described as mystic, it will be found to be
100% scientific in all its aspects, by one who ardently applijes
his n.ind to it. The following English translation and scientific
commenta:y are purely original, based on the author’s intensive
study and experience as a scientist. It is hoped that with this
commentary, all the unexplained parapsychic phenomena shelved
at present, will be explained and utilised.

« 146, VI Main, 4th Block West, Jayanagar, Bangalore-560 011



102 The Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Seciety

English Translation

L. All this (the universe), that is designated as Aum, is
imperishable. The explanation for this is that, all the experiences
of the past present and future are verily (indicated by) the
sound Aum. Anything that may transcend the three divisions of
time that also is (indicated by), tae sound Aum-. Al this is
verily Bramha ( The universal Beins). This seli is Bramha. This
self said above has four states.

II The Universal Human in the wikhine state with his out-
ward consciousness, having seven linbs and ninet:en mou' ks
enjoying gross objects, is the first state. (According to the
Vedic concept the seven linibs are 1) U1= skv witn its luminaries
2) The sun 3) The air 4) The ether (space) 5) The
water 6) The earthand 7) The fire. The ninzteen mouths
are, The five organs of perception (the eye, ear, nose, tongu€
and skin): the five organs of action (the hands, the feet,
the organs of speech, generation and evacuition); 13
five vital breaths, the mind, and the intellect, the ego and the
basic power of life.)

Il The effulgent, in the dream state, with the internal
consciousness, with seven limbs and nineteen mouths (as above)
snjoying fleeting objects, is the second state.

IV That in which one desire no object  whatsoever, and
s¢es no dream of any kinl, is the deep sleep state. The omai-
scient in the deep sleep state, having been condensed into one,
the diffusing knowledee having been consolidated as it were,
full of bliss and enjoying bliss, facing the dynamicity of life. is
the third state, Thisis the all powerful. all kn,winz, all
pervading the source of all, that from which all objects proceed
and into which they recede.

V' That which is neither consciousness of the external,nor of
the internal nor that which is conscious ofboth, nor the cognitive
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mass,neither cognition nor non-cognition, the u'nsecn,the untran-
<actable, incomprehensible, uninferable, unt}'unkablc,undcmo?-
trable. the essence of the concept of one ancrsal self. that in
which the universal creation rests for a while (upasfzama), the
which the potent, the non-dual, that they consider as the

1, . C
?CS:lchfulha[ is the self that will have to be realised scientifi-
O »
cally.

VI This self, described as above, from the point of view

f the letters, the statesre the letters and the letters are the
o t Sy .

ctates. They are the sounds A, U and M. (In Sanskrit tl?c
‘ ' is reckoned as a diphthong consisting of Aasin

owel O’ sisting ,
o ‘but’ and is pronounced as ‘O’ in Ohm’)

‘that’ and U as in

VII The universel Human in the wakin.g 'slate it}dicatefi by
the sound ‘A’ is the first letter b.ccausc.lt is readily attained
(afier each of the other states) and is the first. One who knf)ws
as such, attains all the desired objécts, and becomes the first.

VIII The efflugent one in the dream sfat'e indicated by
the sound U’ is the second letter, because {t 1.3 flrawn UI? (a
cecond time after the waking state) or because it 1s intermediate
between the first and the third). One who knows as xucb
draws up (acquires) the gamut of knowledge and becomes equi-
poised. No one who does not have the knowledge of Brahma

is born in his family

[X The omniscient in the state of deep sleep indicated by
the sound ‘M’ is the third letter, because of its measuring qua-
Jity (as the grains are put into a bushal) and its unifying quality,

ne who hnows as such, measures (comprehends) all this and
[

becomes one with all,

X That which is not indicated by any letter the untrans-
ctable in which the universal creation rests for a while (upa-
.:hama) The non-dual, is the forth. The sound Aum described
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as above is the self only. He who knows as such merges by
himself into the universal self.

Commentary

The doctrine of the Upanishat as pronounced in its preams-
ble is that the universe consisting of the experiences of the past.
present and the future, is imperishable and that the self of the
individual is identical with this universe.

It follows from this
that the self of the individual is immort .

The doctrine has been arrived at by the discovery of the
fourth state of the self by the Vedic scientists who delved in
the depths of the unconscious. They discovered that the
objective universe of the waking state, with its myriads of
forms, dissolves and merges indistinguishably into the impercep-
tible subjective self momentarily and re-emerges into its full
blown form after the moment. After this emergence the sub-
jective self becomes distinguishable from its objects which
appear to be other than and independent of the self- But they
arise from the same source, namely, the creative energy of the
self in its formless potential phase in the fourth state.

The faculty of perceiving objects as other than, and existing
independently from the subjective self, though they are the
same at the source, is the first and most predominent sign of
the dvnamicity of the creative energy as it proceeds to form the
universe of the waking state. This faculty is innate in the self
and is consistent with the sole function of the self to enjoy.

The process by which the creative energy of the self pro-
ceeds to form the universe of the waking state and recedes into
its potential fourth state, occurs with an eternal rhythm because
the universe and the self are both imperishble as concluded
above. This universal rhythm is comparable to the rythmic
movements of the“heart and lungs during life. The self can
therefore be conceived as the cternal living being heaving in and
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There can be 0o doubt therefore that

i jverse.
out with fhe '8 nds the fear of death.

one who realises this transce

) : ogniscs two types of knowledgc: fa
stating desircd objects will be attained, ctc., the knowle_ gc
that ali t.he e et than the self, existing independently of it 18
that ObJCCtsooeratc. This we may ¢all, the differential know-
presumed 10 ‘:oceeds in a centripetal direction from the s.clf
ledge s it p the expansion differentiation and proliferation
f:onducnvc tr(i,ads of objects in the universe. The entire science
?n:’a::«j omny this knowledge. The entire human activity depends
1S

on this.

In propounding its doctrine, the Upanisht.zt pointsb.outl tt::
i ¢ of another type of knowledge by which all objects
cx‘s‘e“.c are found to be manifestations of the self only and
e UmVCTS.Cﬁ ndent from it. This knowledge we may call .the
not Fea md:p; ¢ as it proceeds in the centrifugul direction
ing th z:zlfipglicity of the universe towa}'ds unity an-d dissol.u-
laklﬂg o fourth state of the self. While by the differential
tion ™ tmh ocrcative energy of the self dissipa‘es ipto crea-
kﬂOWlCdEC. t cral knowledge helps in the reaccumulation of the
tion.t.:: Cc::r;: in the self for being rechannelled and harnessed
creati

for epjoyment.

integral ko

that when one has realised this
nto & state in which he finds the

i is body. The primordial elcmcnt.s of the

. ruk:‘c::?nis:;:: :ccayn.' the air, the heaf and .llght from
VR f nc'lion in harmony with his wishes, just ?,s th.e
the sun . 4 mind of a healthy individual function In
ans of e bo. an'sht:s This is the state of the universal
“:c up.anishat while describing the v-vaking
“the ability to live in harmony with the
cnvisaged by the world health

The Upanishat concludes '
integral knowledge he enters 1

universe

ory :
harmony with his
human depicted by t
state. We thus find t‘hat :
changing total enviropment
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organisation becomes a reality by this method. No other way
seems possible for attaining this ideal.

Psychologists are well aware of the phenomenon in which
the child in its carly infancy views the organs of the body as
things other than its own. As it grows up, it begins to treat
them as its owa and assumes a position in which it views 'he
body and its mind as its ‘self’. The above Upanishadic ideal
discovered by the brave vedic scientists who delved the depths
of the ‘unconscious’, that the universe itse!fis one's own self.
is only the next siep in human evolution-

The fruits of this effort, namelv the fulfilment of all the
desires, etc., follow upon the above realisation because all
objects seen as other than the self towards which the de:ires
arise, merge into the self with all their desirable qualities
fulfilling all the desires in this way,

To aclieve this realisation, the method advocated by the
upanishat in its lacenic fashion is mere knowledge of the four
states assumed by the self. By recollecting the four states from
memory with their designations AUM and the soundless, in
quick succession, and feeling “I am AUM™, the waves of
creative energy recede and condense themselves, dissolve and
merge indistinguishably into the ever imperceptible subjective
self to enter the fourth state for a moment, after which the
universe reemerges in a state of harmony. The fact that :he
waves of creative cnergyv recede, when the four states are
recollected as swifily as the component letters of the svilable
AUM are pronounced in the sound AUM, indicates that the
four states are the first flickering signs of life when creation
started from the self. Recollecting this first sign of creation
helps the self to wichdraw to its precreativa state, that is the
potential fourth state.

This phenomenon wherein the objcctive universe merges
indistinguishably into the subjective scif czn be tested a thou-
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or more as desired. Any onc who has developed the

A e i it. It is thercfore
requisite mental constitution can confirm 1t. It is the
scientific. . |
The four states of the sezlf are recollected in this order
i

from the point of view of their mdgnitudes.in space, time an.d
dvnamicity. The waking state is largest 1n space, longest in
ti'mc and most dynamic, The other two are ]c.s?,cr- The fourth
potential state has neither space nor dynamicity. It has only
one dimension in time, being momentary-.

Scientists of the Vedic time have disFovcreci' that t?l.(ing
food or drink free from harmful micro-organisms us'mg' st.enhsed
is »n indispcnsable discipline for

s, plates etc,,
spoon, SuPS, ® calisation (vide ref 3 and Ch. U,

achieving success in the above r vide and
7.26. 2 of ref. 4). Thus the effort towards this realisation and

its auxillary discipline are both vedic as much as they are

scientific.

Summing up the teaching of the Upanishat we n_xay say that
one must fell *“ITam AUM". recollect the fore statt?s in tbe ord.er .
ined in the upanishat, and with the above scientific vedic

cnjo - . . l-f f
march forward frem disharmonies into a life o

discipline,
harmony and joy.
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THE PRESS AND POLITICS IN PRINCELY
MYSCRE @ 1874-19(8.

R. RAMAKRISHNAN®*

Addressing the Modern Section of the Indian History
Coagress in l96l,.the late Dr. S.P. Sen exhorted historians to
urgently take up the study of the history of the Princely
States of India! Since then, while the history of Priacely
Mysore has atrracted the attention of scholarship, the quantum
of published work is almost nealigible.? Very many areas remain
to be systematically studied- A comprehensive history of
My-<ore in the nineteenth and twenticth centuries is a desi leratum.

To date there are very few studies on the role of the Press
in the history of modern India. These studies are all limited
in so far as they either do not treat this subject in the context
of the Princely states and mach less of Mysore or, make only
casual references.? The same comment holds goed about the
existing works on the history of Mysore.

The thirtyfour years between 1874 and 1908 constitutes a
significant epoch in the history of Mysore and particularly from
the point of the role of newspapers. During this period not
orly as many as fifty papers started from Mysore, what is more
imporiant,these papers led and participated in several social and
political movements.These papers discussed both local level and
national issues. The nature of the commenting in the newspapers
of My:ore during this period was so strong that in 1908, under
pressure from the Paramount power, the state passed a statute
to expressly contro) the Press.

#331, X A Main Rd., 111 Block, Jayamagar Bangalore 560 011
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The history of the press in India is bound_ ‘up .witFx the
history of the spread of Western ideas and civ:llzau'o?.m t’hc
country. In the Princely state of Mysore, Western cmhzzftfon
came to be introduced when the state came under direct British
administration between 1831 and 1881. Printing was introduced
into Mysore by the Christian missionaries for the purpose of
«preadi ng the mescage of the Gospel. In 1840, fhc Wesleyan
Christian Mission starteda Kannada printing press in Bangalore.
This was followed by the press started by the Roman Catholic
Missionaries of the Karnatic Mission in Bangalore by about
1852 and the Mysore Government Press in 1.85.8. These and
other presses of this period initially took to prm‘tm'g books and
tracts and later some of them shifted to printing and even
publishiog periodicals and newspapers.

Comprehensive data regarding the newspapers and periodi-
cals of Mysore before 1908 is not availabe. Information is
found scattered in the Mysore Annual Administrative Reports,
the Reports of the Department of Public Instruction in Mysore
and the Native Newspapers Reports of the Madras Presidency.
In a few cases these source contradict each other. However,
the available information has been cross-checked and presented

here.

The first newspaper to be started in Princely Mysore was
the Mpysore Vrittanta Bodhini. This vernacular weekly paper was
current between 1859 and 1898.4 This was followed by the
Harvest Field in 1862 and the Karnataka Prakasika in 1865.5
While the Harvest Field was an English monthly, the Karnataka
Prakasika was ap Anglo-Kannada weekly and was for some
time published separately in both the languages. The Karnataka
Prakasika temporarily stopped publication in 1868, was revived
in 1874 and continued till 1898.6 The year 1866 saw the birth
of the Mysore Gazette the official organ of the Government of
Mysore. The purpose of this Abglo-vernacular weekly was,
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“to convey to the inhabitants of the Province generally through
the medium of their own vernacular, a knowledge of all those
administrative orders, changes and reforms which, at present, it
15 feared, is confined toa small section of the community,
represented mainly by the official classes It is of great impot-
tance that the people of Mysore should be reliably informed
of all Government measures so as to enable them to take an
intelligent interest in the same.”

Two other English weeklies of this period which played a
leading role in the affairs of Mysore were the Bangalore Herold
started in 1868 and the Bangalor : Spectator started in 1869. Both
the papers were published from the Civil & Military Station of
Bangalore. Between 1872 and 1876 several papers and periodi-
cals were started from the Civil & Military Station of
Bangalore of which , the Talismekartan, (1873), a Urdu weekly,
the Mysore Budget (1874) an English weekly, the Munshuri
Mohemadi (1874), and the Mysore Akhbar(1874)both Urdu week
lies,the Bangalore Guardian (1874) and the Law Journal (1874),
both English weeklies, the Swjana Ranjani, (1876)a Tamil

weekly and the Bangalore Examiner (1876), an English weekly,
re noteworthy.®

After 1881, several papers were started of which the follow-
ing are important, In 1885, an English weekly, the Mysore
Standard was started.® Two years later, the Waesleyan
Mission started a Kannada weekly, the Vrittanta Patirke which
lasted till 1948.1° These were followed by Vrittanta Chint-
amani, the Mysore Herald, both English weeklies, in 1889
and the Anglo-Kannada weekly the Mysore Star in 1890.1! Two
years later, the Suryodaya Prakasika and the Mysore Desha-
bhim ani, the former an Anglo-Kanrada weekly and the latter a

Kannada weekly were started.!z
I

In 1835, afrer Mysore was sequestrated under the conditions
of the Subsidiary Treaty, the Governor-General in instructin®
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the British Commissioners of the state regarding th.c admifﬁ-
.tration went on to say, that in “addition to preserving native
forms, the native agency wasto be adhered to.,”1¥ I.i(?wcver,
there were two major hurdles in the way of pursuing thlS?ns.truc_
rion. Very early, Mark Cubbon, the Chief Commissioner
observed  “that a purely native agency that was moderately
trustworthy could not be got together in such a .l'not-bed of
intrigue and corruption as Mysore had long become.”!*

He wrote to the Governor-General that the ‘present time’
afforded no encouragemen! for the presferva‘tio'n of the native
agency since there was ‘rancorous animosity .betwccn 1.hc
Brahmins and the other communiites and the Brahmin comr'numt.v
it-elf which supplied most of the public servants, was divided.'*
The Governor-General while permitting the continuation .of
supernumerary European officials hoped that a t.>ody of native
functionaries might be found in Mysore at no distant future.1¢
The second hurdle was more serious. The British commissioners
did not entirely trust the Brahmin community of Mysore which
had been supplying functionaries for the administration. The
Committee which had been appointed to enquire into the
Nagar disturbances of 1831, which led to the take-over of the
state, had observed that Krishnaraja Wodeyar III the then ryler
of the state, had been strongly influenced by the Brahmin
community and that he had also shown an excessive partiality
to that community by making excessive grants ofland.'” And
within the Brahmin community Krishnaraja Wodeyar had
Javished his patronage on the Viashnava and Sriviashnava sects.
Since the Report on the Nagar disturbances-had posited the
view that the Brahmins had corrupted Krishnaraja Wodeyar
finally leading to mal-administration and sequestration of
the sta:e, the British Commissioners had a basic distryst of the
Mysore Brahmins and began to look outside Myore for function-
aries to run the administration, Further, the Commissioners
neceded a collaborative elite to check and balance the local
elitist influencs. The nearest place was the Madras Presidency,
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where the British had beea ruling for more than a century.
Thus, while not expressing it, the Commissioners developed a

policy of importing men from outside the state for the
bureacracy.1®

This importation of men from the Madras
rally attracted the attention of the Mysorean B
started a journalistic campaiga criticising jt,!9
of this policy, the Madrasis as the
ted through the Press 20
their respective causes

Presidency natu-
rahmins and they
The beneficiaries
y were described, atvo re or-
Through i ewspapers which espou-cd
» the Mysoreans and Madrasis hurled at
each other invectives of vgrious sorts bringing in a variety of
issues such as the historical antecedents, moral nature, and
mental aptitudes and capacities,

Replying to a letter in the Bangalore Examiner of the 18th
November 1876, a correspondent to the Karnataka Prokasika
went on to describe the many qualities of head and heart of the
Mysoreans and Madrasis, Further, he said that the term
Hebbar Brahmin, the group which constituted the Mysore lobby,
ctimologically signified a high caste Brahmin and had no secon-
dary or derogatory meaning like the term ‘Kumbakonam Brah-
min’ which was synonymous with refined fraud, a cuckold or
a pimp.2' This correspondent was categorical that the Mysoreans
possessed all the sterling qualities which the Madrasis were
supposed to have and said “if you can just manage to induce
Mr. Saunders to give leave to Chelola Iyer, Katapat Rao and
host of others, Iyers, Raos, Acharies, Chetties, Mudaliyars and
Naidus, I undertake to find for evervone of them an equally
good substitute from this country, provided you do not make it
necessary qualification that my nominees should be able to
read and write some other language than the language of the
country and be possessed of the Judicial training and experience,
which quill-driving in some office like the Palace Controller’s
confers, if they have not the more transcendent qualification of
a marriage with a big man’s daughter.”s2
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inui this correspondent asked, what had these men
Contnsie, i Ramaswami and this Kumbakonam Pancha-
szd::s;dywre’s history before the days of Purnaiya?
nadam—ce shed a single drop of bleod for the_ causcvof
Had they evcng a Milton among them could justifiably sing
My'forc, pcrh‘;;;).‘c the Hebbar Srivishnavas had fought 1o makg
their glory zlnation. before 1780, this correspondent could
My-ore 2 g;ie:drm “who had taken any conspicuous part in ¢,)ur
an N t as «paricharakas’,‘Fiddlers’, and ‘Mountebanks 23
:l'smfxi c}::ciaid that he was not spcaking for the Hebbar Iyen-
‘1na

put was opposing the attempts of the Madrasis to ‘finish
gars bu

ion’.24
the Mysorean nation .

The Madrasis posited the view that Mysoreans generally
tacked ‘high character’, a quality very necessary for men occud.
i itions in the administration. The Mysor.cans r.etortc‘
o p'OSl that the ‘high character’ of the Madrasis consisted in
" S.y,lngvcrncss and nething more, In addition to clevernc.ss,
mereMca:rasis were good at toadyism and sychophaney .wnh
:::ich they were dazzling the ‘Gods thz'it be’ into h(akanfr:

«iaundiced view of real pative character’. Tl?ose who ;
eeri he vessel of the state, the Mysoreans said, sh'ould eep
e h sychophants and be guided by rules without fear
f r“;:st tybcv plunged the state into the Charybdis of
o 3""“' 28 Tl;c Mysoreans further argued that the Mad-
degcneranon.'birds of passage’, the B.A.s from the benighte‘d
i hese had no historical locus standi to claim positions m‘
Pre“dcn-cy‘ dministration. For, it was the Hebbar ch'ngnrs
" MYBOT; nan responsible for several Wodeyar scions risn'ng to
who bad C(; they had also played an important part in the
g::?c;::tsii)nagf the state to the Wodeyars in 1799.2¢
r

clear of

rasis,

ing to a letter in the Bangalore Spec-
e course of replying ‘

h" tSl: tember 1879, a correspondent to the Pr.al'casxka mz;ld;
14’0""‘ c;cd remarks to a certain Brahmio official, who ha
cenamf:r some time Comptroller of the Palace and alleged that
been
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this official had not only misused his power but had u-ed his
position to attempt to initiate the prince in the “mysteries of
the Panchatchary contrary to the rules of the sect to which the
Maharaja belongs. which recognises only the tenets of the
Astatshary."" This finally resulted in K. Seshadri Iyer suing the

cditor of the Karnataka Prakashika for defamation and being
awarded Rs. 1,000 as damages.2¥

I

As the Rendition of Mysore neared, the question as to
what extent the state had been prepared for being restored 10
native rule came to be debated. This debate commenced in
1878, the year when J. D. Gordon became the Chief Commis-
sioner of Mysore. Like in the Mysorean-Madrasi controversy

upto this time, one side of the debate was taken up by the
Karnataka Prakasika,

The contest for power, patronage and situations in the
administration continued with added importance. Kendition
was just three years away and the group which held the key

posts in the bureaucracy would obviously dominate the politica)
scene in the state afier restoration.

In December 1879, the Bangalore Spectator commenting on
Mysore affairs under the titles ‘The Mysore Stables’ went cn to
say that the Chief Commissioner, J. D. Gordon had successfully
played a role identical to that of the hero of Greck mythology,
Hercules who had swept the stables of King Augeas of Eljs.
Gordon was entrusted with a mission according to the Spectator :
“The cries of the ryots and the oppressed of the province
whether direct or indirect, have reached the ears of the gods
that be in the North; and to Mr. Gordon our Chief Commis-
sioner has been entrusted the Herculean task of cleaning the
Mysore Official Stables, where horses and asses in the shape of
well-paid Government servants have for y

cars been fattening on
the poor classes of the Province, *:$
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Hence Gordon had asked those men who were unfit for
service ‘“‘from a thousand and one causes’, men who wc.re a
“curse to the people”, to retire from service vol‘untanly-if0
Deprecating this as “*fearful trash® the Prakasika said lhat' it
was just an attempt to cover up some of the enforced retire-
ments from service made during the month of November of
that year3!., Gordon’s policy was not liked .b.y the Pfa.kasz'ka
and the paper charged him with responsibility for ong.matmg
the open party strife between Mysoreans and the onfs.lders.”
To the Prakasika the most blatant case of favouritism by
Gordon was the promotion of C. V. Rangacharlu-as Revenue
Commissioner and the promotion of K. Seshadri Iyer to the post
of Comptroller held till then by the former.33

Exactly one year before the Readition, there was a further
shift in the debate and, the question was whetber Chamaraja
Wodeyar, the heir apparent, was properly educated and tra.ined
to take up the onerous task of administration. Several articles
appeared in the Madrqs Standard, the Madras Athaneum,
the Madras Mail, the Bangalore Spectator and the Bangalore
Examiner on the question of the Rendition of Mysore,3 The
Karnataka Prakasika in commentiog on these articles’ advanced
views on the subject, which were part of its posturing as
the organ of the Mysorean lobby. The Prakasika was critical
of the education and training of Chamaraja Wodeyer X. The
education of the prince, his cultivation of European manners
and the company of English society, which he kept, had alien-
ated him from his own native society and he shunned his own
subjects. Chamaraja Wodeyar was, “neither a thorough
European, nor a thorough native: he is a half-and-haif kind of
young gentleman with a strong and, under the circumstances,
natural preference for the society of the Europeans.””3s

In short, he had been ‘denationalised’. and hence was unfit
to rule Mysore. Further, the Prakasika foresaw a ‘gloom
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future’ for Mysore for, the ruler was surrounded by a compact

body of Madrasis the ‘“Brahminocracy from the Southern
Presidency.... "3,

v

Mysare was readitioned in March 188} and C. V. Ranga-
charlu became the first Dewan of the state. But, as early as in
March 1880, the Prakasika had referred to Rangacharly as the
‘Dewan to be’ after restoration and later a correspondent to the
same paper made veild references to the nepoticm that Raungza-
charlu would practice in Mysore as the Dewan 37

While the restoration of native rule in Mysore was 8
welcome development, the Prakasika considered the Instrument
of Transfer a un-generous engagement and even made so bold
4s to say that ““the Deed of Transfer shows that the main
spring of British policy and action in India is covetousness.” *
But, the Rendition was an act of grace and the Maharaja was
In no positinn to complain and had to take whatever was gra-
nted to him and under whatever conditions or not get anything
at ail, the paper said.?® Commenting on a contemporary’s
views on the Rendition, the Prakasika siid. *The young Maha-
raja, in short, has been given. as it were, a white elephant, the
keep and feed of which it is said, consumes the greater portion
of the donee’s income. and is made generally by the donor with
4 view to punish as a secret enemy of the giver’s and our con-
temporary must also remember what Shakespeare says of gifts

and their givers—-Rich ifts wax poor, when pgivers prove
unkind."40

And surrounded as it were, by Madrasis, the Prakasika saw
nothing encouraging in the circumstances under which native
rule in Mysore was commenced. 4!

The Karnataka Prakasika was a declared opponent of
Rangacharlu’s administration, but its criticism was mild. Again
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Pancacharly was Dewan for hardly twentyone mont.hs, \\f:i-ch
prcckludcd any clear assessment of his adminis!r'atwn. T'he
Dlrakasika recoznised that Rangacharlu’s Dewanship .had ?)cen
so short that any criticism of his policies and actions in a

negative tone would be unfair.

One vear after restoration to native rule, the .Pr.akasfka
wroic lh;lt the record of thc first year native admmmra'non
was barren of interest.#2  Subsequently, this paper was mildly
critical of Rangacharlu’s administration and it mainly related
to the Dewan being a ‘great talker’ making flowerv speeches
with no visible results.*® Rangacbalu died on the 20th January
1833, and the Prakasika wrote a fine obituary column 'on the
following week that while it saw ‘“‘much in the policy an.d
actions of the late Dewan to deplore._we cannot but ac?myt
that it was quite possible that that policy and those actions’
might have turned.out for the good 'of the people and o.f the
Province, had they had sufficient time to come to maturity—a
test to which all human schemes and actions must be put

before we can be justified in pronouncing a determinate judge-

ment on them.”’ ¢4

Rangacharlu’s death opened up the crotroversy of Mysore.
aos and Madrasis with added vigour. Commenting on the tip
in the Mudras Mail that K. Seshadri Iyer was to be the
successor, the Prakasika said the opportunity of rectifying the
wréng of 1881, namely the appointment of a Madrasi as the
Dewan of Mysore especially, when there were well qualified
Mysoreans, should not be lost. The paper mentioned the
names of several Mysoreans as eligible Dewan'and according to
it these gentlemen were better qualified than Seshadri Iyer to
be Dewan of Mysore. As for the contention of the Mail that
Seshadri Iyer was well informed of the plans and programmes -
of Rangachariu for the future development of Mysore because
of his close association with the late Dewan, the Prakasika
doubted whether Rangachariu with all his inconsistencies had
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any plans for the future development of Mysore at all. In amy
case the paper did not want the administration of Rangacharlu
to continue.*® But, this Mysorean arguement did not find favour
with the Government, For, in February 1883, Seshadri Iyer was
appointed Dewan of Myore. Announcing the appointment, the
Prakasika deprecated the policy of the Government and went
on to say, ““The Dewan is dead, long live the Dewan.”4¢

During his administration of nineteen years, Seshadri Iyer
was literally attacked by the Press. Newspapers criticised him
and occasionally even lampooned him on the ground of his being
a native of the Madras Presidency. Another line of Press
criticism against the Dewan was that he was extremely auto-
cratic in his ways and that he suppressed even the ruler and
concentrated all power in his hands. To a certain extent both
these lines of criticism were interlinked.

In addition to the Prakasika, papers like the Vrittanta
Bodhini, the Virttanta Chintamani. the Suryodaya Prakasika
and the Deshabimani were critics of Seshadri Iyer., The
Karnataka Prakasika continually accused Seshadri Iyer of gross
nepotism and even jobbery in the matter of conferring appoint-
ments in the state on Madrasis.4” This paper defined Mysore-
ans as those individuals and families which had been domiciled
in the state from atleast the beginning of the eighteenth century
and those who had been honoured and patronised by Krishna-
raja Wodeyar IlI. But those families which were being just
then patronised by Chamaraja Wodeyar X were not to be con-
sidered as Mysoreans since it was the Dewan who was forcing
the ruler to confer patronage ** When the Hindu of Madras
attempted to justify Iyer’s policy in the matter of appointments,
the Prakasika made bold to lampoon the Dewan thus: “People
may fret and fume_.no matter, I shall bring my Appan and
Samy and back them on to the gradation list. They are left in
the cold in the . dreary gardens: this highest pinnacle of my

glory cannot be everlasting and somethiog must be done to .
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them soon. The charm that [ possess is of no ordinary kind
and can [ not command even waves to retire.

«Q Place O Form How often dost thou with thy case thy

habit. wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser souls to thy

falie security.”’?®

More significant than the accusation that Iyer patronised
his own fellow Madrasis, was the charge that he was attemp.
ting to concentrate all power in his own hands and relegate the
Maharaja to the position of a figurehead.®® In addition to
keeping the ruler under his tutelage, the Dewan was accused of
jmposing bis autocratic authority on the Mysore Representative
Assembly thereby making it a mere farce.®' The paper also
felt that the Maharaja’s Council was performing no useful
function since it was dominated by Madrasis and did not have
any mandatory powers.52 Briefly, a section of the Press in
the Mysore was intensely hostile towards Seshadri Iyer- These
papers did not want the admintstration of the Madrasi Dewan
to continue. In 1883, Seshadri Iyer had been appointed for a
period of five years and heace in 1888, the Karnataka Prakasika
expected him to retire 88 This did not happen and later in
1895, the Vrittanta Chintamani wanted a change in the Dewan-
ship, again in vain.5% Albeit his forceful personality, Tyer was
not entirely untouched by the hostile propaganda against him,
In 1888, in the course of a letter of resignation to the Maharaja,
he described the papers, which were hostile towards him as his
‘detractors’, and °‘vendors of faceless falsehoods’ and went to
say, ‘‘it is not a little surprising that the highest ones in India
should speak well of me judging me by my acts while the low
vulgar local prints should abuse me and base in every case their
abuse upon lies concocted for the purpose. My rule has been
not to write to mewspapers or allow my friends to write in
defence of me. I have since ] became Dewan never once
violated this rule, though it generally know perhaps that I could
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write for newspaper something that would command some
degree of public attention.®®

When in 1901, P.N. Krishnamurrhy succeded Seshadri Iyer
as the Dewan,this old raging controversy of Madrasi dominatioil
in Mysore was quietened because Krishramurty was recoanised
as native of Mysore. (1’0 be concluded)
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DASIVATARA TEMPLE-A RELIGIOUS AND
ARCHITECTURAL STUDY FROM EPIGRAPHS*

Dr. M.D. SaMPATH**

Among the inscriptions ofSrirangam in Tiruchchirappalli Taluk
and District, three inscriptions that are found engraved on the
walls of the central shrine and on the pillar of the mandapa in
front of it in the Dasavatira temple are of religious and archi-
tectural importance. They are dated in the Saka years 1618,
1619 and [1639].' One of them traces the pontifical genealogy
of a local pontiff beginning wilh Alagiyamanavala-Jiyar who
was initiated by Adivariha Sathagdpasvami. The latter is
stated to have resided in the Perumil temple and had the
surname Muadapisi.

The earliest among them is dated Saka 1619, I$vara, Pura-
ttasi, sSu. 11 probably corresponding to 1697 A.D. Septembef
16. [t records the conferment of the title jiya of the Tirumaf
gai-Alvar Sannidhi on Rimayyangir under the name Nardyna
jiyar, specifying his duties in the general administration and the
periodical renovation of the temple 2 Ramayangir referred to
here as koyil-sévagar (servant of the temple) is the same as
Somavida Ramayyangdr alias Srirahga Kalyina Ridmanuja-
svami who is the nephew (maruman) of periya Kalyans
Riémanujasvimi. He is al-o stated to have succeeded Periva
Kalyina Ramanujasvami in the supervision of the affairs of the

* Paper read at the Second Annual South Indian History Congress
" held at Trivandrum from 29th to 31st March, 1981.

®#* Dy. Superintendine Epigraphist, Archaeological Survey of Indis,

As..__ . smA Ans

~ five festival days,
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Disiavatira temple.  On the same date, he was also conferred
with the title of a jiyar and was named Narayana-jiyar. The
senealogy of this poniiff is traced below:

: Alagiyamanavila-jiyar-svimi

Emberumaniarsvami

|

Periya Srinivasasvami

Viragati Sriman Nardyanasvami

I

Nephew Periva Kalyina Rimanujasvami
EALL SR,
Sriranga Kalydna
Parakalasvami
Raiminujasvami N
(or) Ramayangar Védil Ramanujasvami

Srirasiga Kalydna Vira

(or) Narayana-
Raghavasvami

jiyar

The Narayana-jiyar is perhaps identical with Narayna-
svarri referred to as the agent in-charge (Srikaryattukku-Karttar)
of the Tirumangai-Alvar shrine in the Dasavatara temple ina
record® of Saka 1639-40 (1717.18 A. D.).  Since only the last
bet of the cyclic year can be read in the original, the year

lpha
:,:y be either Hemalambi or Vilambi corresponding to the Saka
years 1639 and 1640, respectively. The other details of date

viz., Uttarayaana, Rishabha, §u. 2. Monday, and Révati-naksh-
atra cannot be equated. He is stated to have granted some
jands in the villages Sengudi and Analai along with the house
gites as ni:yﬁgnihétra-vritti to a certain Sriraniga-Dikshitar from
out of the tiru-vilaiyattam lands of the shrine of Tirumahgai-
Alvar in the Daéavatira temple at Tiruvafigam in between the
two Kavéri rivers of Cholamandalam. The jiyar was entiled
to certain hopours in the temple after daily !vorship and on the
in hopour of Tirumangai-Alvar,
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Carrying out the periodical repairs of the various structures
and amount allotted for ¢iruniddharanam as one of the dutiesof
Narayana-jiyar are specified in the record dared saka 1619 °*
From this record we find that the vimmna, ardha-mandupa and
mahimaydopa of the Dajavatara temple underwent chao gés 0
the fatter half of 17th century.

The cxpression vimina ae stated above refers not 1o the
supersitucture of the central shrine hut denotes the entire
strueture from wpina 1o stapi (upinidi sedpi paryanta®)
In the present record the word divpa vimina is used and rot
the cxpression (rivimgnag dScUrring in a resord of sbaut the 10th
centuty A D from Tirukkodikaval.®* The capression pafeipa
sryvimdnariu Jagotippagaid ana palaiy kol padi inda sriviméng-
tilf zya voitinamaipil. figuring in the 13th and 10th century
imcripnons respectively attests that érivimana qr vimina cannot
bs taken as a supersturcture alone.

The various parts of the Tirumahgai-Alvar shrinc like the
rriunilal-kat of riru-gopura-vaéal, agavanpai, mugavanai and
uriaram have been taken up for renovations by the jiyar during
this period. The word titunilai-kdl of tirugipura-visal referred
to above is used in the sense of the jamb of the superstructure
of the gateway. This tcrm occurs as carly as the 12th century in
one of the records of the Chola king Rajadhiraja from Varaiija-
pam? in Kallakkurichchi Taluk in South Arcot Drstrict. The
expressions agavanai and mugavanai seem (0 refer 10 the facadc
or jamb of the gate. An inscription® from Mandakulattir in
Polur Taluk in North Arcot District dated in the 16 th vear of
the Sambuvariya chief Venrumankonda Sambuvariya and
engraved on the door-jamb at the entrance into the centrall
shrine states that the mugavanai was 1he gift of an  individua
— .. Sokkaudr. Uttaram 1s ths cross-beem that is Lsed above
the cornigs in the construction of super structeres of
the templa. Thic has been introduced here distincily o show
that the superstructure is supporied by uttaram found in
between the prasrara of the lower tisr anld the rirunilaikd! of
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REFORM AND REACTION AND THE PRINCELY
REGIME: MYSORE 1881-1900
(With Particular Reference to Women)

By DRr. S CHANDRASEKHAR#

India of the 19th Century was in for certain convulsions
due to the pressure exerted by the British imperial policy. The
system of education, economy and administration underwent
thorough changes which contributed to the origin of new
social classess. The emergence of these classes in different
regions and among different communities was uneven and it
largely depended on the sequence of their annexation and

penetration by the_British.

While British squeezed India economically and followed a
policy of divide and rule politically when it suited them, it
should be admitted that they also sowed seeds of India’s inte-
gration, if not directely, indirectly. In their attempt to
transform India on capitalist line which could subserve the
imperial interests, the British had to be liberal in their adminis-

trative policy.

Liberalism meant the recognition of the principle of indivi-
dual liberty and social equality, For efficient maintenanee of
political order they framed a defined set of rules of governance
which were broadly uniform. To oversee the enforcement of
these rules, a system of judiciary and bureaucracy was also
developed- To these wings of administration, at middle and
lower levels, were recruited the English educated Indians.

* Dept. of History, Bangalore University, Bangalore-56.
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The orthodox Indian society, however was found inconsis-
tent with the new state policy. Besides this, the British being
‘civilised westreners’ did not approve of the hopelessly graded
Indian social structurc, at least upto 1857.1

Certain Indians who in the early years of 19th Century
came into contact with Western education and liberal philoco-
phy were impressed by the overall advancement of the West.
They found that many of their social beliefs were irrational,
unscientific and responsible for the degradation of not only their
society, but the counry as a whole. These Indians also found
that the new state policy was inconsistent with their religion
and society. They wanted the removal of those abuses with
which their society was beset and made the society inconsistent
with the liberal state policy. Thevy were supported by the
British government in their views and the result was the socio-
religious reform movements. This alliance was instrumental io
removing social evils like sati, infanticide, slavery etc.

However the wave of such a feeling did not reach south of
India till the last quarter of the 19th century. It was in the
1870’s that it slowly reacted and witnessed reformist thinking.'s

In Mysore

Mysore. due to socio-political reasons perhaps, was one
of the last to be influenced by Western liberalism (the last being
Hyderabad)2. But the state had inherited the administraive
set up developed by the British during half a century (1831~
1881) of their direct rule. Dictated by the treaty of 1881
this could not be changed by the native ruler who was installed
in the same year. This set up, in which a large number of
Madras University products occupied prominent places, were
influenced by the peninsular reformist activity. This group
also was from Madras and scttled in Mysore. Supported by
the Englishmen and Christian Missionaries, they started speak-
ing about social and religious reform.
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This paper secks to study the attempts at reform affecting
the status of women. Empnasis is laid on the aspects of
female education and marriage. An atiempt is made to guage
the public opinion vis-a-vis the reform. The motivations of
different agencies concerned including the state are also sought
10 be analysed.

Early Attempts

Mysoreans in general were conservative and hence opposed
to any reform. Even the educated of them were not even
willing to discuss about social reform.® Like the British pre-
decessors, the Wodeyar who assumed reigns of power in 1881,
continued to be overcautious about the issue. However as
referred to eariier, a few individuals in Mysore influenced by
the reform activity started atleast taking academic interest and
founded three organisatiqns. They were the Bangalore Literary
Union, Ranade Society and Widow Marriage Association.

The Bangalore Literary Union started in the 1870°s arranged
for lectures on social reform by leading reformers but since it
was dominated by conservatives, could not go beyorid discussing
the problem.* The Ranade Society which in the initial stages
was active under the leadership of a European, after a few years
fell into the hands of the native orthodox people who naturally
were not inclined to continue the activity and in fact due to
misappropriation of the Socicty’s funds it was to be wound
up.§

Certain others with the support from the missioneries and
Europeans started ‘-Widow Marriage Associations’ in Banga-
lore and Mysore. But none of them could survive after their
first meeting.® It is also reported that the societies failed due
to personal differences and contradictions.” However it is
clear that they had no conviction to carry on the work.

In the circumstances it was very difficult to organise move--
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ments advocating radical changes. Yeta few individuals took
interest in female education in the late 1870’s.

Female Education

It was one Narasimha Iyengar who took the lcad and con-
vened a meeting of some Hindus to discuss about the starting
of a school for girls of ‘Higher castes’ with subscriptions from
the public.8

Without much sympathy and support the school came into
teirg in 1881 at Mysore with 28 students. The managemen,
was so afraid of the opposition that in teiching “‘nothing was
permitted that was contrary to native custom or disagreeable to
native feeling__’’. The aim of the school was to *‘succeed in
turning out from the school, girls that would grow to be faithful,
devoted and loving wives...and affectionate mother—."” Only
Kannada was taught in the primary classes because it was felt
that English and Western education contained information that
would offend the native tradition. But yet only poor brahmins
sent their daughters to school and not the affluent, educated
and the top officials in Mysore. In 1884 most of the grown up
girls (above the age of 10) were withdrawn from the school and
this was a new problem that threcatened the growth of the
school and hence higher education of girls.

But Iyengar persisted and appointed two pandits for home
teaching. Slowly public opinion changed with regard to the
school and thereafier there was increase in the strength.® In
1885 and 1888 two schools, one each-at Melkote and Nanjangud
were also opened. These schools were open to only brahmin
girls and 1n the higher classes only the *‘daughters and relations
of managers™ continued their study and not others. A teacher
training section to secure lady teachers to teach was opened n

1887.

The government took over the school in 1891 and it was

A
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opened for admission to all Hindus except of course the un-

touchables.

Reaction

The general public outside Mysore City hardly knew about
the school. But that did not preclude the people of the city of
Mvsore from reacting to the attempts. Rangacharlu the
Dévum who defininitely was a liberal in political and adminis-
trative matlers, it appears was a conservative in social matters.
Hearing from his wife that women did not approve of the
teaching of music in the school, he visited the school and
ordered the c¢ismissal of the concerned teacher, Iyen_:r was at
pains to explain and it was only after the Dewan’s wife was
convinced that Rangacharlu could reluctantly be silent.!?

The Maharaja who was liberal enough to order grant to the
school did not take any interest. He was too conservative and
had to withhold the temptation of visiting Europe and cancej
it, apprehending the loss of his caste status as the tradition
prescribed it, against those who had undertaken the voyage.!!
This was,inspite of the fact thata returning brahmin after voyage
was allowed to undergo the purification ceremony.'? Here it is
interesting to note that similar attempts to readmit one
Meenakshi Iyer in the 1870°s was to be given up despite the fact
that he was supported by conservatives like Rangacharlu.'3 As
years passed by and when material benefits from such a voyage
increased, the orthodox sections had to reconcile themselves.

The orthodox sections opposed to female education went
to the extent of spreading vile rumours against Iyengar and did
pot hesitate to drag the name of the Maharaja himself.1* But
for the singular devotion of Iyenzar and the government grants
and the ultimate take over of the school by the government,
the opp¢ sition would have been successful in forcing the closure

of it.
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Liberal minded Europeans, dignitaries and the press outside
Mysore spoke supportingly. Whoever visited the school, from
the royal couple of Wales to princely couple of Barada paid,
ecomums.!® Tle government after 1891, started opening uiris
schools in the different towns. Philanthrophists also came
forward to contribute liberally and by 1894 while the govern -
ment spent Rs. 61072, the public conrribution was Re. 35760
and in all these were 140 government, aided and priva'e grl
schools in the state,!6

Marriage

The number of enthusiasts in the ficld of marriage reform
-were still less as we have referred to earlier. The widow
marriage issue was a non-starter atleast in the period upto 1900
despite the fact that Kandukuri Veeresalincam Pantulu, the
crusader in this regard came and settled in Mysore to propagate
the idea.l?

It was again certain Newspapers which took up the
Marriage issue along with the missioneries.!®* T. E. Slater of
the Wesleyan mission and§Raja. T. Madhav Rao forcefully
plealded for state action to prevent atleast marriage of infant
girls. Raghunath Rao, Pandit Shivanatha Sastry, the leaders
of the movement also toured Mysore to campaign. But without
being able to stir the hearts of the Mysore conservatives and
the government the widow marriage issue was to be completely
given up while feeble voice here and there against infant
marriage could be heard.

Credit should go to the ‘Hindu’ newspaper from Madras
for keeping alive the problem. This paper which was the
supporter of the Mysore Iyengars (who of course were conser-
vative) against the Madhwa Madrasis (including the Dewan
who interestingly were ~ympathetic to reform) campaigned for
abolition of infant marriage. Much publicity wasgiven to the
presence of the Dewan at the marriage of a six year old girl in
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My ore city.'?  The Marriage of a seven month baby girl was

al-o hightighted in the columns.?®

in 1891 the government of India passu_i the
‘Age of Consent’ bill, restricting the marriageable age ot‘glrls at
twflvc without of course much teeth. But the Myso‘rc ll.berals
aho were urging the governmcn.t to .do away WI:T“ mfa?t
Y surprisingly criticised 1% saying that the bi WO}ld
- ith their social institutions. The local press which
xf.xcr!'.crc Y d the reform, turned a volte-face and attacked
|1kcw1s? }sfanled. n bill zs it would in their opinion ‘‘set a
;hc Bmhhpril:ci:lc thatfGovernment has a right to interfere in
:mgcrou\ .

; s 21
Hindu social customs .

Incidentally

marriage,

i ction clearly establishes that the so- called Mysorc
Ths rea y interested in aecademic discussion and
| e time approached they had to come out. in their true
when the The Mysore elite were caught in the issue and made
: 1t was a matter for discussion among the

racy and the Assembly.

reformers were merel

colours-
it a cu.lroversy.
members of the bureauc
Discussion in Assembly
The rcprcscmntivcs who came to attend the A’ss?mb[y
jon in 1891 were concerned about the governmepts’ inten-—
e N they wanted the government to follow the
it N;" x:t::i:mplc, on the contrary they w.er.e worried that
British [o a lunge into taking such a decision. However
the state might p could speak before the imposing personality
not many ofthcns1 shadri Iyer. While a few members, most of
ot DCW?“ If:d by Robert H. Eliot requested the Mysore
g:cm EUFO::‘:ZS}OHOW suit, the orthodox group that overwhel-
overnme

i bly opposed it.
mingly dominated the Assembly opp

tions.

ons in his reaction and felt that
h a legislation in Mysore'’ but he

The Dewan was over-cautl

there was ‘@0 peed for suc

-
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hastened to add thar *if the heads of conservative group and
ancient texts did not bar it, the stite as well could pass such an
act”. 22 The Dewan obviously was eager to avoid courting the
displeasure of any.Particulzrly he did aot want to incur the wrath
of Europeans and the Resident who were exerting pressure on
the Dewan to do away with social disabilities.??  Lefi w0 hin:-
self the Dewan it appears was against any charge in tte
tradition. In fact he postponced the opening ceremony of his new
Bungalow because his wife felt thatit was ar'ace where no
brahmin priest,; brahmia woman and temple were availa-
ble. 24

Reaction to the Draft Bill

However 10 the astonishment of all, the Dewan announ: cd
in the Assembly a draft biil bancing certain types of infant
marciage Hez declared, obvioualy to persuade the conserva-ives
that contrary to belief “Infant Marriages were opposed to the
Shastras’” and added “however it would be unwise at present to
attempt at more than the prohibition of the mairrages of a girl
beiow 8 vears and of the marriage of a man above 50 years with
a girl telow 16 years.™*

The small pro-reform group was jubilant. However they
reminded the government of their indifference to their plcu;
earlier. Speaking on the draft bill on European sercasticaily
said that they were convinced ‘“‘that kis (Maharaja')government
has an ear and that they have a voice that, that ear is always
sympathetic 1f only the voice speaks with soberness and
sincerity..—(adding) the government has waited just lcng enough
for the voice of the people®?®

Except the Europeans, none of the others were enthusiastic
to speak about the issue. It is obvious that the others simply
did not want to openly oppose the Dewan. The leader of the
orthodox group. Wwho was vehemently opposed to the bill was
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content by saying that “‘It is hoped that the Dewan will in the
matter decide in accordance with public opinion and wishe.”, 27
which needless to say was against the enactment as we shall see
below.

Certain others who claimed themselves to be progressive while
wanted a ban on all marriages consummated before the
gl was 18 years felt that the punishment proposed to the brea-
kers of the Regulation was too severe and pleaded for “‘reduc-
tion™ and urged for an upward revision in the marriageable age
of oldmen to **55 and above” as against the proposed 50.28
There was interesting debate in the Assembly.While one member
wanted the government *‘to wait till education spread, to reap
better results’’ another supporter of the bill retorted “mere
education and conviction are not enough, look at the
cases of Keshab Chandra Sen and Telang_who had to
marry their daughters contrary to this conviction_._.”%#

Representations

The most interesting part of the whole exerciss is the
Memorandums submitted by two groups of Assembly members
and one by some citizens of Chickmagalur.

One group of 53 assembly members while gave strirgs
attached ‘approval’, the acceptance of the strings by the
government was to defeat the very purpose. They contended
that the provision to imprison the breakers of the Regulation
was severe and asked the government ‘“to do away with it
and impose fine only .. and to provide for marriages being
celebrated before the prescribed age in exceptional cases >°30
Thus the very essence of the Regulatinn was to be diluted.

Aunother group 168 strong urged the government that *‘the
Regulation may not be passed as the people of the province in
general are against the infroduction, should it be passed to meet
the wishes of an insi;nificant minority of one in alakh the
measure will greatly injure the feelings...”3! The third group of
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citizens led by one member of the Assembly wante
in the provisions 1o certain castes which felt it -

. ) stoiCall
necessary 1o marry” against the provisions of the Revulation®:

Coagation

While 2/3 of the members (53.
orials, the remainig 1/3 (123) of ¢
the controversy. This was wel]
Mysorean putlic. All those wh

168 221) signed the ¢ .., Dem-
hem chose 1o keep awzy fren,
perhaps the allitude of

Y expressed an opinion 4
tho-e who gave conditional approval were apdinst

. the Reypyla-
tion, except a handful of Europeans ang natives who e cvac,
number it is diffcult to calculate,

‘be

ety
L L

Still, the Dewan annouced the ““passing” of the ‘Prevention
of Infant Marriage Regulation in the Assembly of 1894  tic
admitted that ““in some quarters it was regarded as an undue
interference with the liberty of the subject_*"** The leader of
the opposition group unwittingly quipped that there were ‘many
objectionable customs among Mohmedans and Chri-tians” and
felt that the Regulation' Chiefly effected bralimins who are phy-

sically the weakest””. However the Dewan had clarified :hat it
was applicable toall, 3¢

Motivations

As discussed above, Mysoreans almost unanimously were
opposed to the reforms that were to affect the status of women,
But still the government after initial hesjtation took certain
steps by taking over the responsibility to previde for female
cducation and then passed the Marriage Regulation. It is
obvious that Mysore government which was bent upon culu-
vating a good image outside Mysore found the female welfare
experimnent made by certain liberals which was constantly being
praised in British India as an area where they could buid up
image-

It does not mean that the government was really progressive
and wanted radical charges in the society and religion. They
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never wanted to displease the orlh'odox Mysprcans. dThe
government had their own way of pleasing all. With regard t, |
Infant marriage regulation, the government was bardly hone:t
in enforcing it,  AS urged by the orthodox, only “fmes we;e ]’0
be levied on the breakers of the act. Oaly 52 cases wercI Oﬁ\-
ed between 1894-1900 and the guilty '\\‘/ere let off aftcr col 'cc mg;’.
from them negligible sums of fines. ¥° Mysore &8 ta (hC'er‘e o
female education must have ventured t? enact .thc marriage act
as this act could also enhance its prestige outside Mysore,

Apart from these acts Mysore a.lso was trying to pose as a
‘Model” in the eves of thinking public who could'speak 'of' good
government, social and constitutional reforms in Indla.’ T'hc
Dewans particularly Rangachariu (1881-1893 am‘i Seshadri I)’er
(1883-1901) wanted Mysore lo_bc a leader in allh rc;Pe‘t0.~5h'
This was not, as was the practice then, by aP'”{% the ' (‘;‘ ‘5.
ideals but Indian. The government was interesie in
Indian National Congress. Tbe Dewan not only a!lowc.d three
Mysore officials to attend the Congrees session In 1875;
but the Maharaja contributed Rs. 1000 to the Congress funds.

The expectations of Mysore were more than realised i’rf
winning her the applaus. Tt wes hailed as thc“.bngln star
of social reform in India.*” The Marriage Regulation was so
popular among the Indian liberals that th'ey felt ithey would df)
well to “‘persuade the Government of India to extend the provi-
sions” to British India.?®  While this was the favourable

reaction of British India, most of the native states were inter-

ested in following the example of Mysore.

The striking featue of the reform exercise in Mysore is thg
dominance of the Government itsclf in so far as claiming credit
for the steps taken. Hesitantly but positively thc'state reacfed
and capitalised the reform issue to raise its image qut51dc
Mysore. The initiators no doubt were the handful of hpcrgls
usually from owside Mysore, but the Government oo finding
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that the assumption of the responsibility by them would enhance
their prestige never lost the opportunity and claim credit 80d
publicity for any such work.
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NSCRIPTION OF CHOLA

VARIKKAM I
PERIY & YEAR 28 (935 A- D))

PARINTAKA L
S. SWAMINATHAN, MYSORE*

edited here is noticed in the Annual Report
m a village Periavdrikkam in Gudi-
On account of ijts

The epigraph’
of the year 1921.
yattam Taluk. o
importance itis e
Director of Epigraphy.

It is fro ge
f North Arcot district.
dited here with the kind permission of the

to a gift of 500 kuli as nettalpaiti by

; h refers
The epigrap yam alias Charndridityamaiigalam, to

f Varikka '
the as?:mbnli; (::hildren of a certain Samanayakkan Sattanrali,
the wifc 2

tendant of prince Rijakééaripamma Bhattakésari,
a close kala" in the skirmish of recovering cattle and fell in
who took p

the 28th year of parantaka | i.e. 935 A:D-

The epigraph is a0 admixture of Tamil and Qrantha words,

., Grantha words may be noted. In line no. 2 ma

The following is Grantha word while the other letters are in
in vfznma?kk'u .:] the same word instead of repha, n is used,
Tamil. Agamn :nmatica”y incorrect. Chandraditya in line 4
which a'rc _gra6 Sabhanjim lioe in 8 and prasiddham in line 13
pamma in line 6, ' As they are in Sanskrit language,

re in Grantha words.

: ¢ was resorted to, to preserve the phonetic values.

Grantha sctip

The omission and commission of letters and words can
also be noted, which however, due to the negligence of the

engraver Késari in line 6 is redundant kk and ¢t in lines 6 and 7

— T N . . .
*Epigraphical Assistant, Office of the Chief Epigraphist,
Old University Bldg. Mysore-570005
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are omitted.  Again 1 in line 13 is omitted. Acain i ey
15 and 16 in the word, pivarril the lengthening of con o ants
was omitted. The characters of the seript, however do rot
call for any remark or comment,’ as th

ev conformed 1o the ace
to which it belonged.

The person who was killed in the course of
wa, a close attendant (anukkili) of Prince Ri
bhattakisari. The rrince can be identified w
amount of certainty with prince Rajaditya,
Chila king, Parantaka I (907-55 A.D.) The
prince with Rajaditya will be explained in the se

cattle lifuune,
jaki-aripanma
ith a certain
the eldest son f
identity of the
quel.

The students of the Chola
fact that Parintaka Chola I de
A D-* and conferred their territ

valvinariyan on the Gaiga king, Prithivipati I (895-940 A.D.»
The deposed ruler, having deprived of their domain took shelter

wi h Krishna IlI, the Rashtrakiia king, the arch rival of
Parintaka I.4

history are well aware of the
feated two Bina kings in 910
ory along with Sembivanma-

The demise of the Ganga chief Prithivipati II, the trusted
friend and loyal lieutenant of Patantaka 1 jn about 940 A .D.#
may be said to mark the commencement of Parantaka |'s
troubles in the northern fringe of hig empire. The supplanted
Vaidumba rulers, along with their counterparts of the Bana
kingdom, were on their wings to cross swords with the Ch"-!a.-.'.‘

To add insult to the injury, Butuga II (936.9¢) A. D) the
recalcitrant ruler of the Ganga line became the br

of Krishna HI" and alse assisted him ip securin
from a usurper, was now left in an unquestioned
the Ganga country. Krishna III was not only
strike at the appropriate moment
ambitions in the extreme south,

other-in-law
g his throne
supremacy in
ambitious 1o
but also to further hijs

[t is quite possible, that Parintaks 1, wh

of was a seasoned
ruler perceived all these developments and {

ook stern measures
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to strengthen the vulnerable portion of th? northfrn .fromit-:r of
his kingdom, by posting his eldest son prince Raja.dltya with a
large army as the commander of the Northern fronl-)er to ward
off any possible attack.® As the noithein frcnticr became a
fly in his ointment, Parantaka I was prudent enough t?. m‘akc
elaborate arrangements to meet any emergency. Ra)adnya
guarded the northern frontier with a large re(in'ue from h.lS
headquarters, Tirundmanallir,? and he was ably assmted' by his
younger brother Arifijaya with his own army.!? Tt.xe retinue of
prince Rijaditya made many endowments to the Siva Ec‘mp.;le_a't
Tiru.amanallar, called Tiru'tondisvaram and Ra_]adn.yes_
varam !! [t isinteresting to note that tl:xe mother of Prujcc
Rijaditya, Kokkildnadigal, who was the chief quccr.x of Paraxf-
taka I, constructed the above shrine and named it after son’s
name.'? While the Kcrala General of Rajaditya, Vellan
Kumaran, was also present at Griamam in Tirukkoyilur Taluk,
South Arcot district and he also constructed a stone temple of
Siva on the banks of the river, Penndr.!®  Tirunavalir, a
village near Gramam called, Rajadityapuram “{as' the head-
quarters of Rajaditya for many years. Hence it is apparent,
the northern frontier was well guarded and protected since
923 A.D.'* The epigraph which is edited here, has to be
studied in the light of the above facts. Qur record is from a
border area, between the Chdlas and Gafigas. Several cattle
raids are noticed in this area during the period under review,
It may not be far wrong if we venture to make a suggestion that
these raids were portends of the coming of a storm. We may
take one from another epigraph of the 29th year,!® belong to the
same king and also from a neighbouring village in the same taluk
Mukkuttir, where a warrior was killed after he had recovered
some cattle which the Perumanadigal had seized at Mukkuttir.
By Perumanadigal, probably to be understood as one of the
rulers of the western Ganga family who are known to have
borne the title Perumanadi. We may now conclude with the
help of this epigraph, the raid referred to in our inscription too
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must have been «nuincered by the doughty Western Gangase
Prince Rajaditya who acted a« senuinel f tiie area niust be the
same person, as Rajakisaripanma bhattak fari of our records
Be.ide.. Parantaka [ was Paraki‘ari and hiscon ki-adinna
should nave been Rajak <arl, as the practice of the Chhias.
Hence it is now eviden’, while the prince was guardinz the
northera part of his ennvire a raid launched by the enem: in the
form of cartle hifing was {rustrated by is bodyeuard Samaray-
gam Sarviam 1diiond  bLe was hilled in the encounter.

The epigraph is not without any lexicographical interest.
The following terms may deserve to be noted.

Anukkili means a bodyguard which was a tamilised form of
Anuga, a Sanskrit word. Toru means herd or flock of cattle
erumaitttoru refers to a flock of buffalocs, which here, become 8
bone of contention between the warring factions This term oceufs
freque:tly in hero stone inscriptions, AManavit!i is anothet,
interesting but familiar term, whieh means wife. Hence itS
occurerce i the early period deserves to be noted. ,\’ellall"’f-’i
1< another interesting term, [ is a very riare occurence in Tamil
epigraphs.and it refers to blood monev given as compensation to
the family of the deceased. Netra/ ¢ is a Dravidian Q()fd, which
means blood. Ir is similar 10 wdarappatti which occurs in Tami!
epigraphs,!” which has also a similar meanina., [t is intere-t-
iig and important to note we get the same term in a Kaunada
epigraph belonged to the midédle of the 7th century A D. With
the same meaning '®* Beth Nettarpatti and Nettarugoduge were
common terms in Kannada epigraphy,having the same meaning.'®

The place-name Chandriditvamangalam, which made the
above grant needs some elucidation here. Chanraditva was
a petty nondescript who ruled over the parts of the Pallava
empire. '® His historicity is veiled in obscurity. An epigraph
from a4 cave at Melaicl.cheri, Gingee Taluk,South Arcot district
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states the cave temple was caused to be made at Smhapura by
this kine, Chendriditya and he named the shring as Pallaves-
varam, MThe palaeography of the script, the extreme simplicity
of the cave and the presence of the rock-cut /fiag with
ivudaiyar would all tend to show that the cave temple belongs
to the period of Pallava Narasimhavarman I's time or a littie
Jater to that. Hence we may not be wrong if we say Chandra-
ditya was a petty chiefrain or a feudatory, who paid allegiance
to the Pallavas and he himself would have created this
Chaturvidimangalam after his own name as the location is not
far from the location of Periyavarikkam.

TEXT

1. Svasti sri Madurai ko-

2. nda kopparakéisarivanmarkku ya-
3. pdu 28 - avadu varikkayamaigiya-
4. chandriditya mavigalatti erumai
5. toru kolla plilaiyar Risake-

€. sari panma [batla] késari (kesari) anufk*]

7. kili Somandayakkn Sattan = tili eru-

8. mai toru kolil bada ivir Sabhai

9. yom esigal_....
10.  lettatil aiiiaru kuli ivan
11. kku nettalpatti vaittom ivan-
12. ma@vﬁ{_tikkum makkalukkumchandridi

13. dya prasiddham vait [t* Jom sabhai.
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14.
13.

16,

t3.

14.
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yom idu alippar Gangai Ku-
mari idai saidin saida p-

[&%] vattil paduvin.
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Si1, VII, No. 1005
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A, R. Ep., 1921, No, 186, Scc also Epigraphia Indica,
Vol 1V, No, 22.

Kiuel i £nglishsKannada Dictionary.
T. V. Sadasiva Pandarattar - Pandyar varaliru p. 73

Epigraphia Carnatica, Vol, XVII Sp, 116.  This epigraph
which belongs to the middle of the 7th Century A.D_
during the reign of Srivikrama, registers the gift of a wet
land to a warrior, who was killed in a fight as nértarupatti.
I thank Mr. Madhav N. Katti, Chief Epigraphi st, who
has drawn my attention to this epigraph. He also pointed
out two epigraphs one belonged to the year 1100 A.D.
and the other 1125 A.D. refer to Nettelugaduge. See
Epigraphia Carnatica, C. vii CI. 65, HK 65 and HL 65.

S1l, XII, No. 115.

The relevant text runs as follow :

TEXT

Karitamidannyipatina

2. chandradityina sarvv [nithé] na [1*]
3. Srishikharin pallavéévaramiti

4. Shaivabandhi [ma] Singhapure [1*]
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cut across the area ¢xposing unsorted gravel lenses in cliff
sections, As shalcs and quartziles with Lydionite injections
cornstitute the tocal lithology, the craftsmen of the stoneage
could casily draw his 1aw¥ material from the focal gravel ex-
po-.ure-. A number of ston¢ a8
identified right on the banks
1so away from it.
A sample of 643 artefacts has bc‘cn collected fram the
{s are summed up io the following para-

Vizingy and a few detai '
graph; a detailed report would be published shortly.

e working plaiforms have been
of the winding coursé of a local

stream aud a

alysis of the artefacts indicated that the
pelongs to the Upper Palacolithic phase
ant tool types (Table). The presence
liths in the industry is only ind:cative

T pological ag
sight under study
abound in all the import
of a few geomeltric micro
of the la: nature of the culture.
f the industry is broadly divisible into
and bladeletes. Among those which
oad and long varicty are available.
cts also the broader variety and the nerrow
The average Jength of the long blades is 55

mm_ while the bladelets possess pearly 35 mm. of length, In
cither case cither 8 jongitudinal central ridge or a long shallow
flake scar occupies the dorsal surface. The ventral side is
usually characterised by featureless .plain and bulb of percu-
ssion occasionally (runcated by chipping. Some of the blades
are thick while the others are thin. Patches of cortex do not
remain on the surface. 1t indicates the prevalence of primary
trimming of the core. Most of the blades retained a part of the
striking platform at the proximal end- Normally both the side
margins are charactcrised by sharp edges, though in some

as is deliberately truncated by retouch-

case-one of the margi
ins is normally done from the dor-

The retouching of the marg ally
sal side though 3 few specimens retain si:ns of them on the

The blade element 0

the full length specimens

rezain the full length a br
Among the bladel

variety are sech
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side Some of them mizht have been directly emn
certain functions in the economic life,
signs of heavy usage.

loyed 10 serve
A few specimens revian

The rerouched blades of the industry are of lonz para I}
stded type.  Some of them show sidns of retouch om both the
stde margins while a few others retain such sizus on one margin
aonly  The purpose of retouching s only to resharpen ;hc

specimens.  There are cases where the retouch is done from
the ventral surface.

There are few notched blades,
a few notches were produced by flakiag from the dorsal surface
These were employed probably to sharpen the tips of certain

bone points, ctc.  However implements made on such materials
like bane have not been detected.

On one of the side margins

The denticulates are another important ¢
blade clemeat. The dentition is obtained by a carcful retouch

on one of the side margins. The retouch, however, is done
from the ventral surface in a majority of cases.

ategory of the

Pea kaives which are a variely of backed knife blades
constitute a feature in ths tadustry, Though the number of
specimens recorded is only 1.24 %, of the to1al sollection, their
presence is quite significant. They normally show a thick

neatly rctouched back and a sharp cutling edge. The edge
shows signs of heavy usage. Also it is possible that some of the
signs are indicative of retouch 1o sharpen  the edge.

In all the pen knives the side margins converge at the distal end.
At the proximal end a part of the striking platform
cated bulb of percussion would remain.

and & trun-

The points of the industry are categorised as the simple
variety, tanged variety and Levalloise type. All of them sre
symmetric in shape and show signs of retouch. The simple
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Points are made on small leaf shaped flakes. On the dorsal
Surface a longitudinal ridge occurs as a feature. The side
margins bear signs of retouch. The proximal ends are thick and
characterised by the remnants of the face'ted platform
()cca\ionally the central ridge is broken by a few flake scars. A
few of the specimens do not retsin the tips probably becauce
they were broken durinz usage.

The 1anged variety of points also fall under the symmetric
type. The side margins which are convex to the long axis con-
verge to the distal end. The proximal ends are worked into
thick tangs by flaking on the side margins. Retouch exrends
over a large part of the side margins.

The Levalloise points of the industry are a simple variety
of flake points. They are triangular and long leaf shaped on
plan. They bear large flake scars on their dorsal surface,
close to the proximal end. The longitudinal central ridge does
not cxtend on the entire dorsal surface. Occasionally a few
flake scars are present, close to the side margins. The tips are
broken in certain cases and majority of the tools show re-
touched margins. Normally the retouch is imparted from the
dorsal side, though some of the syecimens were retouched from
the ventral surface.

Crescentic points normally get associated with the Mesoli-
thic assemblages. Their presence in the present industry iadi-
cates that the folk have already realised the part played by
them in the exploitation of their surrounding ecological niche.
{'hey are made on lydonite. The arcs and the chords are well
riodelied and the pointed ends are functionally sound. Small
tlade blanks appear to have been shaped into them.

The borers constitute 0.77% of the total collection. They
are made on a variety of flakes, These flakes possess a number
cf primary flake scars.
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The worki
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retouch is given. d¢ of the w.riin. end
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biade-flzke orfhtl'.‘ci avemblags are normally made on bide-,
. adelets. A few specimens are found 1o have

been made
¢ O AR .
racsmall diack cores. On the basis of the oriet.-

tavon of the ¢ :
" \Crt;p;:\ \:K;ng fnluc, the specimens  are divisable i to
varieties Norn'lall\b' mo ‘Lf‘l‘p:rs, conmvex scrapers. and hallow
blades. The i ot . sde scrapers ‘¢ produccd on
of the s1ic ; 5cr~.ith g edee 1s ot tained by s'eep workin « on one
s aro .

tallow varlc:i:rsy:; “:'(”Tl the dorsal side. The convex and the
surface; the w;)rl\ine “;""C'vcr‘ m.adc on  flakes with flat under
by steep retouch B €dge Is «itained alonz one of the margis

- Most of the end scrapers are produced by

retoashing
¢ousheng the distal ends of the blidzs or bladelers

A vari ,
of the i:n;:)cs‘l};\:)r r"]:‘hocuchcd flakes constitute «n interesting i'em
served by th's.c piec m("mcm the actual functions that were
ation in the other is, |Lann0t be visualised but their associ-
they have a role - Pi;.x tool l-“PCS _Of the times indicates that
shape these flak ”“li IL: f:C(JX(jHF{ lite of man. Cn the basis of
oblons, rcczanou;: u'qu bc‘< m\:c«: imto oval, roughly crrcuiar
“frct(_)uCh ans r, ?l'\,. varicties.  Close to the margins signs
cases whe are clearly seen va the dorsal wide. There are also
many cachrscth::h;ulrslourCh was done from the ventral side 18
by flaking. The sj ot percussicn have been truncared witlfully

. he signs of usage or retouch are normall on

¢ »ide margins. y seen

chjg:: oorf lihc lt’l,kc Flanks _appear to be either proto
o evalloise (ypcs.. Earlier it has already been
e Nat a.mnng th.c flake points a few Levalloise types are
ﬂak. ow in the light of them the presence of Lévalloisc

es stax.xd out as a supplementary evidence for the prevalence
of levalioise technique. On the dorsal surface a few flake scars
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single flake scar will be present close to the proxi-
J the other portion of the dorsal side a few flake
A part of the striking platform and a
e common features of them.

or a larze
mal end.  Or
scars get scattered,
diffused bulb of percussion are th

A few denticulates produced on flake blanks constitute an
Normally denticulates and potched flakes
are found in the association of the middle palaeolithic assem-
blages. However they ccntinue to occur in the upper palaeoli-
thic assemblages also. In the present context both normal
flakes, oblong flakes and blade flakes form the medium for
the denticulates, Though represented by a small number their
preseane i» quite significant. In almost all the cases the
.erration occufs on one of the side margins. The edge is

obtaiied by retouch from the dorsal side-

intere-ling feature.

Trapezes and lunates, the usual geometric microliths, are
also ascociated with the industry. They have been shaped on
blade blznks and lydionite was the chosen raw material, A few
dumpy lunates called ‘Elura’ have slso been produced, primarily

on flake blanks.

A few miniature cleavers modelled on quartzite flakes have
been recognised in the industry. Their size does not permit
them to be used as heavy duty cutting equipment.

The presence of a large number of fluted cores in the
assemblage i~ quite remarkable. They occur in triangular
cylindrical, and rectangular forms. Some of them are thin and
blades were removed from a part of their surface. They retain
an intentionally prepared facetted platform and on some of
them a few patches of cortex still remain.

A few cores of the, assemblage resemble Levalloise types.
e<s a flat ventral surface and a deliberately chipped dorsal

Poss
From some of them large flakes were already removed.

surface-
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A “fide variety of amarphous cores have been found. They
oceur o triangular, subtriargular, reCtangular, oval and 2

variety of non-discript forms. As a common feature they
Possess a number of flake scars aj) over their bodies.

TABLE

Typological Analysis of Artefacts

Type No. %

1. Parallel sided blades 164 25.42
2. Retouched blades 89 13.79
3. Notched blades 13 2.01
4. Denticulates 16 2.48
5. Pen knives 1 124
6. Simple points 10 1.55
7. Tanged points 2 0.31
8 Levallois points 8 1.24
9. Crescentic points 2 0.3t
10. Borers 5 0.77
1l. Scrapers 14 2.17
12, Retouched flakes 36 5-58
13.  Levallois flakes 15 2.3
14.  Denticulate flakes 11 1.79
15. Trepazes 2 0.31
16. Lunates 4 0.6
17. FElurs 2 0.31
18. Miniature cleavers 3 0.46
19.  Amorphous flakes 62 9.61
20. Amorphous cores 78 12.09
2]l Levallois cores 7 1.08
22 Blade cores 12 1 86
23, Debitage 82 12.71
Total 645 99.94
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The blade industry at G.V. Satram is interesting for it

presarved tire evidences rdlating not only to the Upper Palaco -
lithic but also of its gradual evolution into the Mesolithic
Pha-e. Though it is in an open air situation the site preserved
the lithic tool assemblages in situ.  The large number of work-
ing platforms recognized at the location suggest that it was a
primary base camp of the palacolithic hunter-gatherers.
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3R1 ANDIL IN KARNATAKA

Dr. B. R, GopaL*

Srivaishnavism is one of the Jive religions in Karnataka.
Thi~ has stronghold in the southern districts of the Old My:ore
Mysare, Mandva, Hassan, Bangalore and Kolar
other districts below the Tunga-
bhadra. We could say that practizally there are no followers
in the di-iricts north of that river. Srivaishnavism gained popul-
ar:ty after Sri Rﬁménujichirya‘s sojourn in Karnataka. It does
not necessarily mean that there were no Vaishnava temples at
all in the earlier period. The Vishnu cult and worship of
Vishnu in several avatars date back even to the carly Kadamba
pcrio'd, the 4th-5th centuries, as evidenced by the inscriptions
like the Halmili epigraph and the later sculptures in the Vaish-
nava caves of Badami. But Srivaist navism 8s such came to be
promulgatcd in Tamilnadu by Naithamuni, Yamunacharya, etc.,
but it was Sri Ramanuja that expounded the philosophy of
Vidishtidvaita jucidly and elaborated the system in all its
dimensions- In Karanataka, prior to the period of Ramanuja we
find temples of Vishnu-Vinnagar Vishnugriha constructed and
deities consecrated in those southern regions occupied by the
the Chdlas before they were ousted by the Hoysalas. The
Tadimalingi inscristion’ for example registers a sale deed of
wet land to the Ravikula minikka Vinnagar-alvar temple. The
sale deed of this transaction was placed uner the protection of
the Srivaishnavas (Srivaishnavar rakshai). The record is of the
bcriod of Chhla Rajaraja I whose other records are also found
on the basements of the present day Janirdana temple of the
place.® One of them.? is dated sometime between 1004-05

Kaonada Studics, Manasagangotri, Mysore-6

Srate, specially
wi h a sprinkling population in

«Reader. Institate of
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and 101 3-14 while anothert §s dated 1615-16 A D. R ference 1n
the Srivaishnavas herein is clearly a century earlicr

than the
tojourn of Sri Ramanyja.

I have shown in my book &ri Riminuja in Korn.:

wha Y at
the dcharya came

to the Hovsala country around 115 A D
and stayed in places like Saligrama, Touniir and M-lukate f

ot
. a
period of 12 years between 1135 &1150 A.D.elt was this ichirya
that wa- solely responsible for laying down rules and reguia ion.
for temple worship.

It was lLe that made arrangements for the
recital of the Tiruvaymoli and other Divya prabundhams in 1he

temples. Among the dlvars of South I dia, Nammaivar figures
prominently in the records in Karnataka, It could therfore be
as we surmised hat Tiruppivai of ri Andal had abo fou. d
favour even in those days, as it has been today. The month of
Margali is considered to be the m. nth of Anda;
Srivaishnava temples of Karnatak a today, early morning ‘ervices
are held by reciting the pisurams of Tiruppivai. Likewi-e.
Tiruvadippiram is another festival, connected with the birth

ceremony of Andal which is duly celebrated in the ~rivai huava
househoids,

and n al! the

But what is the place of Anda | in erigraphy  sculptural art
and literature of Karnataka? Surprisiogly indecd here arc
very few epigraphical reference 1o Srj Aundal. Of wha' little are
found, there are no direct references to this Alvir as such. The
carliest epigraph referring to the name Auialis found in a record
from Tonniir dated 1152 A.D. Herein the name i» tbat of an
individual and not the woman-saint. lis record® registers a
moncey grant for the celebration of Srijuyanti in the temple
(shrine?) of Krishna within the temple of Sihgapperumil by
Andalof Mattiyambakkam who, from another record,t is known
to be 'he wife (nangai) of Ilaiyabiran bbattan. This record is

* Vide Gopal B.R,, Raminujas in Karnotaka Sandeep
Prakshana, New Delli, 1974
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said 10 have been dated 1136 A.D.7 Very clearly (h; (:v;n;]:lx;
had heen a domicile from Tamiload, We kgx_w\;ﬁ_a; ?,55" d
become  «uite popular dnan;e t:reno:i"th;rb:;e ;l,sikr;am O,f o
ar record? enzraved © ‘ !

:(’:::z: templs we find the name of another dox:a;nx\;i]::i(:‘:v’;a:s
Kodaiy-andal-ammai, who madc_ a.gr.ant tq 20 t,,;ron.nﬁr.
perumil in the templs of rﬁu'a')d'x-Vmuxgagam' a Tomar
alias Y.e'xdavanﬁriyaqa—chaturvl’-d:nangalam. This r.Lc(l:rcrcm
assigned 1o c. 12th Century. The nam? of the dona.tn(;(. orel
is noteworthy: Even here the namc. is that ofanin m.'[ d
The.e definitely indicate the popularity o'f that t.lalmc assoculhe :
with Sri Andal.  That these records are in Tamil is yet anothe

point of interest.

It may be incidentally noted, in this c.onn:ction. thfat C\l’:.r'l
in Tamilnadu there are very few epiraphical references to [rh
alvar. At Srivilliputtir itself we have no recdords of earlier
p.criodS. upto the 13th Century, that refer .to the temple
of Andal [t was Mahabali Binddhiraja that built tfxc sanctun.z,
the drdhamai,ztapa and mahamau,,tapf of. the Andal temple in
the 14th century.- In this connection 1t may be stated t:at
epigraphs generally contain mut.cr of fac.t .statement.s_ and ft‘:y
do not pointediy refer to socxal‘or rchgwus'condmor;so l;
times if they are not concerned ’wnth them d}rectly.. t wou
be too much to expect from epigraphs any dll'?ct information
about &ri Andal. But inferences could be certainly drawn.

At Srirangam, for example, we have a record of the Chdla
king Vikrama-chola dated in 8th regnal year (1126 A-D.)
. it is stated that an individual, Sandar Magilalankara.
Wh':rcm’d his youngest brother received some land from
da‘?u k?'-)nilpnyar in exchange for the garden land called Kidaj
ifx:ilzlatir):znandivanam. This would show that by the 12th
.cet‘n.tu.ry Andal had become so popular that even gardens ;am'e
to be named after her, So far as my kmowledge goes T'lls (‘;
probably the carliest epiaraphical reference even in Tamilra
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It is only three decades later that such a name firuresn the
inscriptions of Karnataka, as noted above. A record of huinl
tunga 1,10 the date of which is lost,register~a gift of land by
an individual to rear flower-garden called “idikhoouiial, for
the god. This name Sudikkluttil is clearly 4 reference tu Sri
Andal who according to legends, is the one that offered the
flower-garland to the dei:y at Srivilliputtur after decorating
‘sadi) with it and satisfying herself about its being worthy of
decoration to god. We may perhaps surniise that it was only
Sri Ramauuja that popularissd the worshin of these a/virs in
the temples.

A Kannada epigraph !'* of the Vijavanagara king Sadasiva-
riya dated 1564 A.D. registers a grant f the
village and thier hamlets to the temple of Chennigarava of
Mclukote for the celebration of the bir:h day festival of the
ilvars and also Charliku luttandchchiyir. The text of tl.¢ record
(“ivirugala atu tirunakshatrake _ .. Chiiikudurta nichchira
tirunakshatra’>)  seems 1o indicate that Chit ijkulut:a-nachch-
iyar had not been regarded. at least in this record as one of the
a(vars for whom a genceral reference is made. Thee are the
few epigraphical references.

We now come to suclptural art. Here 1t mav he stated,
geleral terms, that at last in Karnataks, the temple with s
ancilaries and several shrines, as a comr lex canie to he develo-
ped only in the Vijayanagara period. The \ijavanagara ruiers
did not very much build new temples, bur adopted the pohcy
of con.ervation and additi:n. in Karni.taka the concept of
cons‘rucling separate sirines  for porivira Jd/vatas and other
deities was an swnovation of the Vijavanagara period.  So far as
the ‘hrines for a/'virs and others are concerned, generaly
we fird stone sculptures cobnsecrated in  the outer mandpds
surroundiag the sanctum- Tkhis 18 true aiso of the niyanmiirs
who-e sculptures are similarlv  consecrated in the rana
temples.
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So far as the Andal shrines are concerned, the eariiest
example is found at BCliir where within the Kodava temple we
find a shrine for Andal. It was by the end of the fourteently -
century, sometime around 1397 A.D. that hehind the main
temple we find three important monuments raised from out of
the materials collected fronmi the ruined Hoysala buildings freely
used. To the north-west of the templs is the shrine of Andal.
The sculptures withiy and the style of construction are defini-
tely of the Viiavanagara perind. But the walls and the base-
ments of this shrine are decorated with beautiful sculptures of
the Hoysala craftsmen. They are not in tune with the shrine
as such, as in the case of the lintel depicting Tandaviévara, the
entire piece belonging to a Saiva temple.'> At Tirumakilyl
Narasipar is rt.e temple of Guilja Narasimha wherein we find a
shrine for Andal, and this is of the period of Krishnadévaraya.!®
We have, at Siligrama, in the Yoga Narasimha temple. an
image of Andal of the late Vijayanagara peridd.“ Huliganz-
maradi is a small hill about 4 miles from Terakanambi- Here
is a temple of Venkataramana, in the navarasiga of which, in a
cell to the left, is found a seated figure with folded hands. [t
i *aid to be that of Gbdadivi.'®* However, it may be noted
that as a rule this goddess is represented as standing, holding a
lotus in one of the hands. Interestingly in this temple is annther
cell which contains 21 figures of dlvars and acharyas, the
largest number in a Vaishnava temple.'® The Paravisudiva
temple at Gundlupét is a late structure built in granite. In the
navaraiga of this temple was an image of Andal which was
later removed to the navarasiga of the \ijayandrayana temple.'6

Separate cells or shrines for this saint is found also at
Hole Narasipura (Lakshminarasimha temple), Srirangapattan
(Narasimha temple), Gundlupite (Paravasudéva temple) and
Kalale. The shrine at Holenarasipura is built by the Joca]
chief, Rangappanayaka in 1687 A.D., within the prakara of the
temple the main part of which is in the Chalukyan style 17 A
Srirangapattan within the covered prikira of the Narasimha
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;‘;‘TDIC at the four corners, arc situated the shrines for the

cer;‘t’:ar;"": ;\hndal- This is also attributed to the 17th

2 sanctum wk’; 5"_“?" at Kalale is a late structure, but has

being almo;‘a 1anisi, mukhamantapa and pitilinkana, thus
replica of a full-fledged temple. i

(:t may.be mentioned in passing that the architectural and
graphic aspects of the shrines and images of Andal have

not been a subjects of . .
study in Karnatak this is
true of Tamilnadu ajso. 2 Pcrbaps hi

icon

Andaf‘l(?t ;rsiv:i(:: cx.aminc. Kltfnad. literature pertaining to Sri
India during th 3:-‘-"“"] gained impetus in the whole of South
the great kii ‘:_"‘“‘f‘gf" period. It is well known that
vada® in Tgl .rlshr.lld.evaraya composed the epic *\muktamil-
Amuktamal cdug‘.; ) This Was‘ aiso  called Vishnuchittiyam
Sadikud ya _a is u? f:act the §anskn‘1 version of the story of
Ka’ dutta-npachchiyar and 15, thus the story of Gida. In
Vai:;:u[:vki:;, the Mysorc. Wodeyars were followers of Sri-
was tl’l:ir - a;:d the pontiff of the Parakila-matha at Mysore
Worleyars al);l preceptor, although. interestingly indeed; these
the i 0 regarded tl?e pontiff of the Virasaiva matha, viz.,
sultdru-matha as their preceptors. These Woricyars offered
patronage to Srivaishnavism. Kings like C.hikkadﬁvuéja
Wodeyar and Krishnaraja Wodeyar Il patronised poets and
siholafs a good number of whom were Srivaishnavas. Chikku-
Pddhy_a'ya Was one such poet who adorned the cburt of Chik:1-
devaraja, and among his several works Divyasiricharite is one.

For the biographical details of the dlvirs one has to rely
much_ u?nn literary works, the Divyasaricharitam and Pra.
pannamyitam in Sanskrit and the two versions—the Tengala
and Vadagalai—of Guruparampariprabhivam in Tamil. Of
thcs.c. the first mentioned work is of the 12th century and is the
carliest.- It deals with the life of Godadovi in gr;ater detail
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than those of other a/vars as also dchiryas—Nithamuni and
Ramanuja. Prapannimritam, said to be of a much later period,
is the work of Anantasiri and has drawn material from the
earlier one. The Guruparampariprabhavams, by Pinbalagiya
Perumila Jiyar and the third Brahmatantra-svantantra-svimi of
the Parakila-matha are condensations of the Sanskrit works.
The only Kannada work dealing with Sri Andal has drawn in-
spiration from these earlier Sanskrit and Tamil works.

Chikkupadhyiya has nearly 300 works to his credit, and
perhaps in the history of Kannada literature none else has out-
beaten him in the number of works composed. They are not of
such great literary merit, however. Yef, so many of his works
pertain to Srivaishnava philosophy, tradition, biographies, etc.
that it has been said that he has compiled as it were, a religious
encyclopaedia of Raminuja philosophy.2® Chikkupadhyiya
seems to be an epithet of this poet, since he was probably the
youngest of the several teachers (upidhyiyaj of king Chikka-
dévardja. His original name is not known. He has been fami-
liar to Kapnada literature only as Chikkupadhyiya. From his
Divyasiricharita we learn that his father was Rangacharya and
he belonged to Purukutsa-gdtia. He appears to have also been
one of the ministers of the king and this work is said to have
been composed in Kannada at the instance of the king. The
work was completed in Saka 1600 = 1678-79 A.D.

This is a champi containing 14 asvasas. The life of Sri
Andal is depicted in the sixth asvasa. It is said that Bhatta-
niatha was born in the family of Védapyirin at Sri Villiputtar
and he was in the service of god Vatapatraiyi offering the
deity a garland of flowers. One day he found a child in the
garden and he considered her as the incarnation of Bhiidévi.
The work later on narrates the incident of PCiiilvar’s partici-
pation in the philosophical discourse in the capital of Pindya
king and of his composing Tiruppallindu and Tirumoli. It then
reverts to the story of Sri Andal and narra es how she was
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decoraring hersell with the garland prepared by her father
hf*fure it was offered to the decity and how onc'e the father
discovered ber act and discarded the garland as unworthy to be
offered 1o the ceitv, who. however, insisted upon ‘Such a
garland to be offered.  The girl was, from then, named
Siadikkudurtil, W ,en the father decided to have her married
she »aid that she would never marry a morial.  Perturbed, bup
convinced about her conviction he described the several forms
of Vishau in 108 different places and she preferred to be
married 10 god Rangadhama. That god appeated in his dream
at_md 0r}dcrcd Perivalvar to take her to his place-Sriraneam-
L‘IRC'&I»C, the priests of hus temple there also were inform;d of
his marriage with Sri Andal.  The city was decorated and pre-
Pércd to receive the bride.  As ali the devotees were witnessing,
this great bride ba-hfully entered the sanctum of the temple,
sat at the feet of Runganitha and vanished. She was absorbed
by the lord who declared to Periyalvar that the latter had
h;comc his father-in-law ($vasura; ! Perivilvar returned to
Villiputtiir and got consecrated the images oi‘ Mannir, the form
the bridegroom had assumed and was nothing but Krishna him-
nc‘lf and also of Sadikkudutta-nachchiyar. Thusvcnds this
C’ilmer containing 62 verses and is described as the grandeur
(Vaibhava; of Sadikku luttanichchiyaramma.
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THE MUDABIDRE COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION OF
CHAUTA ABBAKKA DIVI

Y. UMANATH SHENOY. M A.®

This Copper Plate is in the possession of His Holiness ~ti
Charukirti Bhattaraka Svamiji of the Digaubar Jaina Matha at
Mﬁ'lflbidrc in Dakshina Kanonada District. The whole Inscrip-
tion is engraved in 36 lines on one side of the plate fully and the
copper plate is of rectangular shape with 38 cms. by 25 cms.
The language and script of the inscription is Kannala of the

middle ages except the first one and a half lines which are in the
Samskrit language.

The author of the inscription is Abbakka Dévi, a queen of
the Chauta family, ruling from Uiiala in Mangalore Taluk,
D.K. Dist. in the latter part of the 16th century. She appears to
have left the main palace of the Chautas at Puttige in Karkala
Taluk, after the death of her husband, Lakshmapparasa Bauga,
and have started to rule from Ullala independently. This parti-
cular Inscrption deals with a land-grant of food-charity made
b?’ Chauta Abbakka Divi for the sake of merit to her deceased
sister, Padumala Dévi.

The Date of Inscription is the 8th day of bright fortnight
of Pusya, in the year Prajotpatti of the Saka year 1493, which
corresponds to Monday, December 24th, 1571 A.D. The text of
the inscription is as follows :

L. 33 oioned =, m cedsepox s BaRd 28 TT8,

2. TS wEmakse! ’.’a R ::,:ﬁsc% (:;:‘):S:b niTREn B TS

# Lecturer in History, Vivekananda College, Puttur-574201

10.

I

12.

3.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The Mudabidre Copper Plate Inscription 171

)
g Crlchoeg evkiod 30&'&5&% T30 T e
e Qcm‘qﬁrmn (SFopl] mzsé = §:§) = wOAdR
1) Zoow(w)) R §FhZodons Dom( )8 BRrirkedRYr Soos
v Jow »,¢ £av8 dThdow Wb Ml OTE NI, T WeesHd '
S 0 eEs i AT CF DxT0 In8 HBEI: A 08
WeEd 2o & 230N 0F WeSd S 2 Weond CF WeRIo Sn d
WTid SE{J 3 ric.zJ ndy Ogsw zﬁ:«bx:“ ecindmd wuxn%
nert ResT S LGB, VRIS B AL ead Ien o 20
e‘:SG o b oAl <o oa Z\oOc:bdchu ru;d oD vt A
Cow ndﬁ 0 o weessdd o & daaucwadouﬂﬁa 0 %o WewIO S b
20cHhasdow ﬂcﬁa 0 do IS0 S 00 YIIIodow Hdu 0 %o
VB0 Do B TEBATO) mﬁo % 80 WERTIO T & I o Foe
2 3320 ﬂcﬁa 080 VeI Fn 9 edﬁxb d% 3 ﬁd@m‘aa o %o
wWendd I 02 vo3w &aooia wedowg i 30 so e
=30 2> V2 edﬁi g JonS DB Co LB T O B
VAT 0 O Soohonre dow X ¢d zsuuz ﬁti o
wE, 3 Ve S 00 CTBhY IS Y © BoBd 3,6 A o)
3,3 weww) A0 8 300 R Hnd 3enT S8 ord I08(T) oxd
.‘.bdéé E suIs erd S50 oosd w B0 S e ﬁoa 72 LOeH

:,Ssirm zbdodrb¢m: L& W ¥C O 28 e S evpodio @8 2



172 The Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Sociciy

; ~n - oy -
24, 0028 nlesd 5 ¢85 Hidiw Wt TRIIZ TIES neh ol

<3

v e ad .
25, XoT TaGEtd ool coly Sieh 2 wro

™

26, T 00 QOACSONIT TIDN TOC Ziie o

kol

“ N ~Lo FRTiL T
- - i g o
7. oo o 287 IRBIABLTULD s coalis el
o T T
N - — - .
2b. w-C.‘.L‘.erIl: R A Sl il s [ i et 24
2 -o lv'-“ e VLR TATS SOTATY Lol L8
39 PRI T LT - —
~Y. FRRVAIOPhIote T WENEE Aota ?.iﬁ J"J Toazin =33
. LQ.»\D./-«JC—s >R torat v p A S

30. “:-.;.d/--l.: \f)\":. -t & E I - -
IS G0 T2 @sths 35N dcier oo TIC, L) BECTIET

3. SRmeih ofoy(I)La caas

LLASRD TenCm RS 5 A 630
, ]

32, T 230 338 Sndadom wInisy: o

<, Tl TING LR,
1 e coary oo .
13, e mdd 2 e 3 T UST Lip s pord ool T
34, 3G LT vozones COITILOC Ueleld Moo, T
3 7

\Em;s:s 08 38 o zasacy! :s;:.ta‘oc pertat I 5

-2 (%)

b !
36. 33351 0 he - s
> ] d'n:..ﬁ.s,_, @.3 s&Y 2520 :r:zst TRIICT:.

TRANSLATION

+ lMay the doctrine of Jina be victorious, the doctrine of
c_orq of the three worlds, the unfailing charaeteristic of
which is the glorious and most profound Syadvada.
pu;yl:einl:h:c". On tPc 8!!1 day of the bright fortnight of
the year Prajitpatii, of the lapsed Victorious pro-
perous Salivahana Saka year 1493, Chauta Abbakka Divi
having made land grant for food-charity for the sake o;'

r.ncm' to' her own sister, Padumala Divi, gave this copper plate
inscription which is like thus :-
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(In) The place called Marakata in Michii(jd)ra Maguane a
wetland called Ko'ake Timaru-12 muras of sowing seeds* for
that. 5 muras of seeds for the field at the entrance of it, 3
muras of seeds for 1 field-Hadatimaru, 7 muras of seeds for
field-Pijatimari, 3 muras of seeds for 1 field-Jalagadde, ficlds
to the northera flat land, 6 muras of seeds for the dry fields
(ficlds irrigated by rain-water) within the four boundaries of
that, in total. 36 muras of sceds, coconut trees 20, arccanut
trees 6, jackfruit trees 13: In the place called Hinyabettu,
3 muras of seeds for 1 field called Kolake Timaru, 12 muras of
ceeds for 14 fields, (related) to that. However 47 muras of
seeds for 21 ficlds in Firiyabettu, coconut trees 12, arecanut
trees 2, jack-fruit trees 13 ; 10 muras of seeds for dry fields
1n place cailed Mayimdaguli,! jackfruit trees 4 for that, how
ever, 93 muras of 30 ballas® sowing seeds for 3 places. The
details also of the rent paid for coconut tree, arecanut tree
j ckfruit tree there i~ 57 muras of rice of 50 ballas for Markata
<. muras of rice of 50 ballas for Hiriyabettu and Mayimdaguli,
also, from both lands 122 muras of land-rent,-having placed
before the society and group, in the presence of Parisvandtha
of Gurugala Basti, the eight Settikaras, by pouring libation
water before all the Jaina merchants of four administrations,—
has been given to the protection of Jaina merchaots (and) the
jaina merchants gathered, will carry on for seven weeks, §7
muras of the charity-rice of Markata Gutta ; will carry on for
thirty-nine weeks, 55 muras?® for the sake of Mayimdaguli of
Hiriyabetiu. Getting brought 112 muras of rice from both,
food-charity should be observed iwice a month. In letters,

* Sowing capacity-

1. The number of fields is not specified here.

A ballais 1/30 or 1/50 of mura (known as mudi). 30 ballas
formed a sanna mudi and 50 ballas formed a dodda mudi.
The weight of a balla is said to be equal to the weight of
50 rupees (tolas) of olden days.

3. Not :pec:fied whether it is rice.

19
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bringing these hundred and twelve muras of rice, food-chariy
~hould be observed and for ilis.

writtcn this copper pla'e
inxcription (and) viven,

For this land no tribute, pavment, vehicle-service,  paddy
paid at the harvest, free-laboyur, house tax. For this chari}
the Kings living at Putrige 1n future, should not violate. If
violuted, those violated to the fect of Piriivanathe, the feel
of hundred crore munisvaras. subject to the sin of Kiliot
thousand kapile (cows) in Viranasi.

THEME AND IMPORTANCE

This Copper Plate Inscription is about a land grant mude
ty Abbakka Dévi, a Chauta Queen ruling from Ullala 19
Mangalore Taluk. for the food charity to be observed for ihe
sake of merit to her deceased sister Padumala Dvi. The
epigraph specifies the lands allotted for the food charity 10
scveral places like, Hirivabttu, Mayirudaguii, and Marakats
in Mijiru Magane, near Mi fabidre, in Karkala Taluk
Dakshina Kannada District.  This responsibility of oberving
the food charity was given 1o the Jaina merchants by pournng
Ihation water at Sri Parsvaniatha Temple in Mi-labidre.

This is an unpublished in-cription, though it was reported
by the Department in 1940.41, (A. R, Appendix A. No :3):
This inscription is an evidence to the generous nature of
Abbalka Divi (““Buca Devi™- as referred in Portuguc-¢
sources), who is well remembered in the region for heren-
counter with the Portuguese who, then, had been a menace to
the safety and security of her people.®* This inscription gives

some very valuable ideas on the agrarian system that prevailed
during those days.

(Courtsey : H H. Charukeerthi Bhattaraka Swamiji of
Moodabidre)

*

Her daughter Abbakka [ bCC;l;lc more famo-s by éefcai»f-'_z
the Portnguse in 1618—Ed.

NOTES ON MUGHUL RULE IN KARNATAKA

ScruMapHava Rao S, PaGganp1*

Going through the daily gaz:ttes of the Mughal Court, I
‘ound the following under the date 11 Oct. 1703. /‘\urapgzcb
vas camping at Pune at the time. The translation is a$

follows ;

Akhbarar (news letter) dated 11th Oct. 1703 A..D. : *The
petition (Arzadasht) of Jagdev Rao, Zamindar of Srlrangapattan
along with a tirbute (Peshkash) of 4,000 Ashrafis (gold
sovc}ign>) and 5,000 Rupees was received. It was brought to
the notice of the king (Aurangazeb) through Inayatulla Khan
(Secretary to Aurangazeb and the compiler of Aurangazeb’s
letters, 7"/1c Ahkam— Alamgire, Orders of Alamgir)-

The king ordered that Lakhmaji, the Wakil (agent) of the
Zamindar (Raja of Srirangapattan) be given a khillat (robe of
honour).™

Similarly while going through the pages of the news Jetters
from the Mughal camp of Aurangazeb, I came acr‘oss the
following entry indicating the names of the Mughal Faujdars of

Bangalore.

1. Entry of Sth July 1703 . +‘Nurullah was the Faujdar of
Bangalore. In his place Muhammad Tahir t'he son of t‘hc late
Khane Alam had been appointed as F.au]dar. Tahir held a
mansab of 500 (zat) and 80 horse. HI'S manéab was n.ow
increascd by 100 horse. Muhammad Tahir was given the title
Tahir Khan " '
vasudha, Devi Dayal Road, Mulund (West) Bombay-400080

*
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II. Entryof 13th July, 1703 - ““The mansab of Nurnllah
the son of the deceased Qadar-Dad Khan and la:clv Faujdar of
Bangalore was ordered to be reduced”. Obvi vuslu'Khanc Alam
raust have been the title of Qadar Dad Khan,

HL Entry of 20th July, 1703 © *Tah't Mohammad Khan
h.ad been appointed the Faujdar of Bangalore, He was row
viven robes of bonour and allowed to depart from (the Moshu!
camp at Pune) and depart for Bangalore.* From the aBm‘C
we come to know the names of at feast Two Faujdars of Bantga-
lore during the time of Aurangreb. "

In an carlier note there was a referen.c to one Abdur
Ruhm.an the Harkara or the reporter statione.f by the Moghuis
) .Snrangapettan- This man had picked up quarrel with the
Raja of Mysore. The Raj protested as th: resalt.  Abdur
Kahaman was transferred from Mysore. The entry in the
Mloghul court dated 8th July 170+ '

““Abdur Rahaman, po.ted as Harkara at Srirangapatian,
was transferred as Harkara to the province of Malwa. His
mansab was increased. Venkat Rao was appointed as Harkara
at Srirangapattan in the place of Abdur Rahaman.”

K. GURU DUTT — A TRIBUTE

Pror. KEsHAVRAM N. [YENGAr*

To write a tribute to one who was separated by so many
cuperior years but was bound by so much affection is not an
easy tak. Superlatives come casily, but the man as he was
must not be obscured by them-

Io the Mythic Society Sri Guru Dutt will be remembered
first as one of its past precidents (1958-61) and one of the ables:
speakers from its platform for many years. Another institution
in Bangalore that will be proud to cite Lis name among its
directors and which is fortunate to have received the bulk of his
personal library as gifts from time to time, is the Indian
Iostitute of World Culture. But it was at the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan of Bangalore that he delivered bis last and memorable

lecture.

The numerous positions of respoasibility Sri Guru Dutt
held in his career of thirtyseven years with the Mysore Civil
Service and his three years as Personal Secretary to His High-
ness Sri Jayachamaraja Wadiyar matured him in his svadharma
as he later said, and provided him the leisure for Serious
And one must observe at once how rare it now is to
find persons in India, in responsible positions, devoting them-
selves to the study of our timeless intellectual heritage—that
essential knowledge for which India is still respected in the

study.**

* Vice-President, Mythic Society.
*+ Born on 3-3-1897 at Kundapur, Mr, Guru Dutt joined Mysore Civil

in 1920 as Asst. Commissioner. He retired as Director of Public
lastructions (1950-35). He was re-appointed as Chairmaa. Mysore
Electricity Board in 1957 aad held the post for three years.
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world. The best brains in our post-ialepend.nce ¢ra have
mostly gone in pursiit of the mechanistic sciences 114 Lrought
quick monetary rains, hut the lraders ip of the conr it
left to those wh. s¢ main

wdS
Meres: was to agerandice rhemscives
in power and pell dwin;: their terms in oryice.

AS O rec grows t, a 8rerl stiture wi Loyt deep roote,

no individual grows ti the stature of a ‘unjversal personali v"

without firm roots in a pariicular commumty. Thiv pruciple
was tellingly expornded by Sri Guru Dot o s hook Comi-
munity and Communion™ (1972 and earlier by that trench
visionary Stmone Weil in her urgent book “The Need for
Roots™ (1949). The Chitrapur Saraswat Community can be
proud to claim such an eminent spokesman for “Ia'ldl‘l Cul'ure

as Sri Guru Dutt and count him with other eminent

’ ‘ member,
like Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, Benegal Rama Rau, B Shiva
Rao, and many others of that generation,

Two years ago the Deccan Herald of Fangalore irvited a

few veterens of Karnataka 10 wrice op - WHAT LIFE HAS
TAUGHT ME”. Mr. Guru Dutt's was first coninhution. Qce
may get various answers by shifting thie emphasis from one word
to another in the heading. The simpicst and profondest answer
this writer found to the question was that provided (in 1974)
by the Paramacharya of Kanchi, Srj Chandraickharendra
Saraswati.  The lcsson he lcarnt was that there are some
persons whose sole n.ission in litfe was to be of service to
others. And this he illustrated by a number of persons
who were successively resnonsible for his education. We the
readers of his account. cculd casily turn the table on rhar
person himself and understand how his life was dedicated
entirely to the service ‘of ull others’. Sri Guru Dutt's answer
was offered by turning the question in effect to-What hc had
gathered from the limitless lieasuty of life.  There is a savi’ g
by a great pilgrim traveller—*"However far one travels, -
never discovers anviting but oneself®. This
deepest sense of what a person reads and writes.
ia black and white is only another slep in 8:if-

one

15 true in the
Every essay

discovery,
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It would be presumptnous on his this writzrs part to review
the writtings of Sri Guru Dutt. My satsang1 with him began only
in 1970 when I wrote to him on reading one of his articles in
Deccan Hearld oo Hindu Dharma. Very prompt and encourag-
ing was his reply and ever since that date to his last days, I had
the foriune of reading almost every article of his that was
publiched. How much I have dizested his writings is another
matter, but there was much common ground in our interest and
vilues when we met, so that the reception of his thoughts was
like meeting common fricnds.

He was not what one would call a reputed author with
a reguiar turn over of books, but his few books- “Hindu Cul-
ure” (1943 and 1951), *‘Existentialism and Indian Thouzht”,
‘‘Pratibha” (1964), “Hindu Sadhana> (1966), “Community and
Communion- The saraswat Experience” (1972), merit careful
study by all students of Indian Culture. Much more vast and
versatile however are his numerous articles published in journals
and newspapers and his Reviews, some 600 of them spread
over three decades.

A few years ago, he gave me a list of 40 articles of his
grouped under three hcadings:A) India to-day, B) Modern
Trends, and C) Ancient India. The first article in group A
was The Intellectual in India and down the livi in B was, The
Problem Vilues. By the keenest of counts, Sri Guru Dutt
would qualify to be ranked as an Intellectual, one who had
eminently grasped the Problem Values, one who could be calied
as a Vidwan in our traditions, that is, one who bas an intelle-
ctual grasp of the bighest truth (Paratatva) and who has a
true hierarchy of values.

One could measure kis intellectual calibre, for instance, in
his review of Arun Showurie’s book-‘‘Hinduism : Essence and
Conseqguence™ (1979), brilliantly pointing out the fallacies of a
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oue sided view of a multifaceted mara like Hinduism. He had
often told me that Le deplored the fact that there were extre-
mely few persons in Indis with whom c¢nc could eviablish an
inteilectual rapport op amy serirus subject.  The duns who at
on our university chairg were littic better than time-servers, and
that generation of newspaper-editors of the class of N. Raghu-
nathaun of the Hindu was long sinie past. [ coutd vouch fof
his assessment in my own fizld of architecture. {t is impasible
1o discuss the‘Quality’ of architectural works or of architectural
cducation with anyv of our modcrn educated academicians. It
1: mere gossiping and slogan-moutiing all the way., A wrilef
hike Guru Dutt thercfore can never be a -best-selier it ouf
times.-

Another aspect he pointed out to» me was that, “confroni-
ation is & part of the Hindu tradition. not the present docile
cquiescence by scholars to politicians™, So had Hinduism its
glorious chapters when the Charvikas were given their legit)-
mate place in disussions ; they kept you alert. Not now when

“Indian Cultural Organisatiors™ are apologetic about the word
Hindu.

He also taught me that the fundamental ideas of Finduism
could be built up from certain kev words like—Dharma, Ria,
Yajiia, Samskira, aciri, astikva and many others. These
words like mantras practiszd and understood in the right pers-
pective would lead to enlightenment and peace (sdinti), The
mmore one contemplated them, the fuller one’s understanding
would be. But in our modern world we have inherited words
from the West which we have swallowed without reflection
like mantras: words like—'Science’, ‘Progress’, ‘Develop-
ment’,  ‘Socialism’, ‘Democracy’ and quite pathetically—
‘Secularism’! In contrast tc the keywords our Sanatana,
Dbarma, these words have the opposite cffcct, of ensnaring
one deeper into the meshes of Miyd (illusinp),
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I would wish everyone of our leaders read and ponder
over Sri Guru Dutt’s essiv—"“What Price Secularism ?* Like
women being ‘liberated’ from their natures (dharma) in order
the more closely to imitate men, the Asiatic countries, in this
century, have received their  Independence only to imitate
Western modes and values the more assiduously, imagining all
the time that they were ‘‘coming of age”.

These points of view have been incomparably wel] presented
in the writings of Western savants like Ren¢ Guinon and
Ananda Coomaraswamy who koew both the Indian and We-tern
traditions equally well. Among Indian writers, it would be
difficult to name more than a couple of scholars like Guru Dutt
who had well absorbed our Hindu traditions. as well as the
writings of the most eminent Western thinkers who had out-
grown the stranglchold of ‘Modern Science’.

As a person Guru Dutt belonged to the aristocratic culture
of past generations, as. who else but an intellectual aristocrat
would have the ctiquette and generosity to acknowledge con-
dolence letters written to him. Indeed in nothing more than in
the personal letters written by an individual, could one measure
his head and heart. He was extremely methodical in his
writing, in keeping track of his papers [he could lay his hands
on any of his writing ‘in a jiffy’], in quoting references, in re-
membering passages from the numerous books he read, in care-
fully *scoring’ the books he studied and in the appraisal of
views on all the subjects of his interest. On my last meeting
with him, on the very morning of the day he had to be rushed
to hospital in an emergency, he was telling me about ‘his
methods’ of study and noting and filing—all indicative of a
vigorously active mind even at 87.  He had many more articles
to write and to discharge his self-imposed debt to the world of
learning. At howsower ripe an age such persons are called
away by providence, their passing is always ‘untimely’.
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One of the tragedies of life is nof to have someone either
living or in memory 10 look up to for guidance in one's journey,
howcverladvanccd;in age one may be. In the passing of Sfi
Guru Dutt, I}bave personally 1o\t cuch a mentor and counseilor.
M'f“f the memorics of his assaciation and  the wisdom of his
writings be with us for all>ur lives and his soul Rest in Peace.

THE ORIGIN OF BRAHMI SCRIPT: AN
INFORMATIVE REVIEW

L S WAKANKAR *

A book of above caption is edited by Dr S. P, Gupta,
National Museum and Dr. K. S. Raimachandran, Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India, published by Indian Fistory and Culture
Society, 1979, which should be read by the disecrning scholars
and layman alike. For those who had no occasion to see the
book the following notes should induce reading of the original
book. [[t is available from D. K. Publications 29/9. Nangia
Park, Shakti Nagar, Delhi 110007.] The main subject is in-
formed hereunder :— '

It was natural for the 1Cth Ceutury European scholars
whose nations had conquered India to try to create an image
that all cultural achievements were gift to Indians from foreign
sources. After Sir William Jones. the Asiatic Pundit, Max
Muciler brought out the theme of a common Indo-European
mother Jlanguage, ¢n wkich Edward Thomas constructed a tell-
tale story of ““Aryan Immigration”” into India pushing down the
Dravidians (whom he had termed Turanians’) in a meeting of
the Royal Asiatic Society, London, on 7th April 1866, with
Rt. Hon. Viscount Strangford in the chair: —

Mr. Thomas then proceeded to advert to the single point
open to discussion under the fourth head, tracing the progress
of the successive waves of Aryan immigration from Oxus into the
province of Aryania and the Hindkush, and the dewnward
course of the pastoral races from their first entry into the

* Institute of Epigraphical Rescarch, 64, Budhwar, Lakshmi Road, Pune-2
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Punjab and the associate crude chants of the Vedic hymns to the
establishment of the cultivated Brahmanic institutions on th¢
banks of the Saraswati and the elaboration of the Sanskrit
grammer at Taxila, connecting the advance of their literature
with the simplified but extended alphabet they constructed in
the Arianian provinee out of a very archaic type of Phoenician,
and whose graphic efficiency was so singularly aided by the free
use of birch bark (J. R. A. S. Minutes, New Series V, p. 420 ff.)

To make such a statement it was not necessary for them to
produce any substantial archaeological, sciemtific or logical
evidence, nor has it been found till today, but it is taken to be
an absolute truth by later writers. In the chapters on Indian
scripts in a modern and profusely illistrated book “‘The
Alphaber” (David Diringer, 1953) the learned author has given
onc-sided and distorted picture of facts basing his disserta-
tions on outdated sources, as his avowed object is to credit
an unknown Syro-Palestiniam.Semite for the invention of the
idea of Alpha-Bets,

‘At any rate it must be said that the great achievement of
the inventor was not} the creation of the signs. It lies in the
adaptation of a purely alphabetic system, which moreover
denoted each sound by one sound only._._No other people in
the world has been able to develop a truly alphabetic writing.
~ ~ But only the Syro-Palestinian Semites produced a genius
who created the alphabetic writing, from which have descended
all past and present alphabets. Thus the Brahmi, the great
mother-script of India, the Koreaa alphabet. the Mongolian
scripts are derived from the same source as the Greek, the
Latin, the Punic, the Hebrew, the Arabic, the Russian alpha-
beis, although it is practically impossible for a layman to see
a real resemblance between them”™ (pp. 216—17).

Other bold and untrue statments are :

Max Mu:ller : “There is no mention of writing materials
—~the whole of Brahmana literature, however incredible it
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may seem, shows not a single vestige of the art of writing’”
(History of Sanskrit Literature, London, 1159, pp : 500-501).

M. Winternitz - “‘From such facts one would conclude that
at the time, that is, in the fifth century B.C., the idea of possi-
Bility of writing books had not yet occurred at all*(A History of
Indian Litcrature. Vol. I, 2nd ed. Calcutta 1959, p. 29).

Georg Buehler : “Prof. Max Mueller’s final conclusion was,
therefore, that the art of writing became known to India about
400 B. C. in the middle of the Sutra period and that, then and
even later, it was not applied to literary purposes.” (On the
origin of the Indian Brihmi alphabet, 1895, Choukhamba
Series, Varanasi, 1963, p. 6).

David Diringer : “The extensive Vedic literature gives no
indication whatsoever of the existence of the art of writing in
early Aryan India. —. Writing is never mcntioned'(r?). _.._.._.O'nly
the buddhist literature gives clear reference to writing tn ancient
times (5)" (The Alphabet, London, 1947, p. 329).

Let alone post-Vedic literature, it seems none of the above
scholars had read original texts of Rigveda or Atharva Veda,
from which G. H. Ojha, S. D. Satawalekar, Y. R. Date. B.S.
Naik and L. S. Wakankar have discovered references to Letters.
Metres with counted Svliables (Akshara-Chandas), Books, etc.

Foreign Origin Hypothesii

Greek origin theory ~was first proposed by James Princep',
the discoverer or the first key to reading .of Ashokan Brahml:
and supported by Raoal de Rochette, Emile _Seflart,‘ Goblet d
Alviella, Halevy, Wilson ; it did not 'tally w:tlf literary and
palacographic evidences and has been discarded since long.

Semetic origin theory was floated by Sir William Jones ni
1806, Von Seetzen (1811), Kopp (1821), Lepsius (1834). A.L.
Basham still adheres to it. Following are the sub-groups in the

Semetic school is divided—
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Phoenician : A, Weber. R. N. Cust, Beufey, je ..en,

South Semetic (the parent  of Satecan)-l-ac
Deeke, Cannon Taylor. Scthe.

Tavior,

North Semetic - Georg Buetler (1893) A onier
David Diringer.

W itham»

L. J. Gelb is a proponant of Evolytion theory. from lopo.
graphv svilabography and then 1o alphaberography :;x d
tOTeverse operation of this process is postihle accor&na to
him. Therefore Brahmi, which accorcine 1o him i« nu" a
fullfledged alphabet, was oot derived from Semetic

but from an earlier stage of Semetic writing. viz,
Syllabary,

al~habet
the Semietic
which was also propes-d by Rhys Davids (T J. Gelb,
A Study of Writing, 1962, P- 201, Hec is criticaf of Buehler
Diringer and Dani, p. 144-5). '

Indian Origin Theorjes

Edward Thomas (Numismatic Chronicle, 1883, N. III.
quo ed by R, B, Pandey, /Indian Pulueography, pp 19-21) pro-
po ed Turanjan (Dravidian) origin « f Bra) ‘
as Brahmiis much more develope.!
sufficient proto-Tamil,
script are Dowson (1881),
that Brahmi developed fro

ML this Is improbable
than the phonetically in-
Other beiicvers in Indian origin of
Lassen and Curnigham who hold
hastri o] : m Indian Hieroglyphs, R. Shama-

2130 proposed it. Supporters in a differert way are
D.R. Bhandarkar, G. Ojha, R.B. Pan!-yv_ A C Das, K P Jaya-
swal, Jayachandra Vidyalankar, S. D. S'a'awalckar.‘Y. R. D'mc
who carry it back to Vedas. The least haown contributers from
the Grammatic traditional sources are A B. Walawaikar (1951),
G‘fHCSha'Vidya. (1968), B. S. Naik (1971) and L, S. Wakankar;
this team brought out in their writings  imporiant pre-

Ashokan epigraphs from collections in European museums,
about the periods of which

' there is no controversy. These
finds

'have Justified the pre-Ashoksn Mabhe-hwari script recon-
Struction by late A B, Walaw:lkar. Quotations cited by
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L §. Wikankar from the Vedic texis in the Rigveda and Yajur-
veda belie the prejudices created by earfier writers who did r;og
search the Vedic texts themselves. That there is an influence
of non-[ndian sources on Srahoi of Ashoka may be true, but
the logical structure of pre-Ashokan Maheshwari Phonography
is unique and matchee with the elaborate phonetic logic of the
Vedic Sanskrit grammatolgy.

Ashokan ‘invention’ theory

The book, The Origin of Brahmi Script “‘has tackled the
problem of the origin of the Brahmi script, which even today is
a topic of fierce controversy”” and, as i> hoped by the editors it
should be welcomed by the discerninz scholars and laymen
alike. Contrary to the ‘evolution theory’ as proposed by I.J.
Gelb that ‘Alphabets developed gradually through many gene-
rations from logography to syllabography to alphabetography’
(A Study of Writing, Chicago, 1962). Prof. Dr. S. R. Goyal of
University of Jodhpur began the debate with a well-documented
paper with a negative approach : on the testimony of Buddhist
literature he brings out that Brahmi script was not in existence
in pre-Asokan India, he doubts the antiquity of Brahmanic
literature like that of Panini, Dharmasatras of Vasishtha,
Vishnu and Gautama and the ‘pre-Ashokanness’ of Eran coin,
Taxila coins, Bhattiprolu casket, Sohugura copperplate,
Piprahava inscription, the Badli, the Parkham and Patna in-
scriptions which Buehler to Pandey consider to be pre-Ashokan;
he is taking support from D. C. Sircar, T. P. Verma, Upasaka,
Dani and even Cunnigham, O. C. Gangoly and R. P. Chanda.
K. V. Soudara Rajan of Archacological Survey of India, New
Dethi, is intreagued by the large period of gap between Harappan
system and indegenous Ashokan Brahmi. K. G. Krishnan of
Archacological Survey of India (Mysore) does not favour ‘in-
vention of Brahmi by Ashoka’ relying on the statements by
Megastheness of 300 B. C., as quoted by Strabo that ‘Indians
have no knowledge of written letters and regulate every single
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thmg' from memory’; some think that ‘memory’ is a wrodg
r;rznmg of‘.Sr'nri'.i’. Gift Siromony and Michael Lokwood of
Ofdthr:bbfahixr]lvsv:;j: COll?ge ha.v° suggested that Brahmu is the result
of the felt-need (;r invention of a single mind, at the behest
{Scientific ReportO I:Ihe rulers of the time, say of Ashoka
rather simple and,s 0. 30, 1977). Brahmi by itsclf presents @
notation, the entir °V;r€‘]y fundamental aspect of alphabetical
cOmpom;nt parts : sf apes of letrers, being modification of the
Goyal ar"ues—‘Ind(? the square, circle and cross symbols!
contact :/ith the Glans of the Gangetic valley were in close
least since th reeks and the people of Gandhar, etc., at
Chandraoupta:;co}]quCSt of Chandragupta Mourya. Now if
was her :on Ashar:ed the dauchter of Seleucus and Bindusat
Groek alphz:bet f0 a as well as bis father might have learnt the
nes. ThtErcfomromhthat Qreek !ady or even from Megasthe-
message Which B,’ (; eorc'“cal.l)’ it is quite possible that the
porary Greek T lm usar 1? said to have sent to the contem-
I such o sixua:; ers were in Greek language and script (p.3)—--
could casily cr otn the learned pundits of the age of Ashoka
metrical f cate a_S)stem of writing with the help of geo-

orms of pictographs (p. 17). ~....Panini was most

likel
y a contemporary of Nandas who are known to have ruled

in th

belorfg:‘:lu:;hsiil:;:ry B C. But it should also be noted that he

e o e ura in Gandhara, an area which was at that

 Thus Yakshgemony of th-e Achaeminid emperors of Iran-

thar Pani;xi coulz, ;’Vbo flourished probably a century earlier

minis em ir’ a s(:' have been an inhabitant of the Achae-
pire (p. 26).” Mr. Goyal should be pitied for his

naive belief in the t i
ype of ancient hi
scholars like Vingent Smith ! pistory presented B ortere

Th R . ..
sthers ZrPre :shokan inscriptions mentioned by Buehler and
Sircar e:c ¢ a“enged' for their pre- Ashokan-ness by D.C-.
’ » A bencefit of doubt is demanded because they are

not dated and it is surmi
mised that imse i
or get created at one stroke. Astok himsell created Brahomi

.
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It would be worthwhile to know the comments of other

experts bere :

K. G. Krishnan : ‘Until and unless the rationale behind .
the entire system (of Varga letters) is explained satisfactorily
in respect of all forms, not withstanding the pictorial representa-
tions quoted by Goyal from Cunnigham, the question of its
origin should be left open’ (ibid p- 68).

“The Brahmi script does not seen to have

process of evolution. It is an
4 script at some fixed period’

Lallanji Gopal :
Tesulted from the historical
jnstance of conscious creation of
(ibid p. 69).

*S. R. Goyal’s approach to the origin of

to me penetrative, judicious and most
yal proves clearly that there is no positive
tence of the Bxahmi script before the

R. Nagaswami :
Brahmi script seems$
acceptable. —~— Go
evidence to show the exis
time of Ashoka’ (ibid p. 72, 82).

S. Sankaranarayanan: «possibility of revival of the Indus
__ it is certain that they had for their own use somec
(not pemed) which must have been, in all
oot of the Indus script as the circumstances
Brahmi may have been 8 derivative of the

Coming to testimony of Megasthenes,
to give too much credence to Megasthenes’ testimony and to
arrive on that basis at some weighty conclusions may prove

dangerous (p- 88} Further the negetive evidence o which the
jopvention theory mainly 1ests is jtself against it. For had
Ashoka becen responsible fer the invention of Brahmi he would
have certainly mentioned more often in his edicts the great

achievement. But the edicts are surprisingly silent on this
point [p- 89].

Ajaya Mitra Shasiri:
for a few cepturies.

script.
indigenous script
probability an offsh
indicate (p- g4). —
Indus script (p. 85)

The box-headed alphabet ‘remained

almost upaltered But it would be wrong
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to conclude from the latest recerds in this script that it had
just come into existance’. He says ‘Brahmi was already if
existence before Ashoka’s accession (p. 94), .. Itis known
from various sources, Indian as well as Chinese, that the script
employed in the majority of Ashokan inscriptions was known as
‘Brahmi’. This name, however, smacks of Vedicism. The
tradition of its jnvention by Brahma is recorded, inter alia, in
the Chinese sources which were pre-Buddhistic. It cannot,
therefore, be argued that the tradition of its formulation by
Br.ahma is a later fabrication of the followers of Brahmanic
Hioduism (p. 96). It would certainly not have been given a
Br‘ahmanical name which it bore for centuries- ‘Prior to the
reign of Srong-tsen-Gam-po, in Tibet a grammatical work was
composed as a corollary to the introduction of a system of
writing based on the Indian counterpart whereas, it is admitted
that, in India, grammar was in a highly developed stage much
before the alleged invention of Brahmi in the time of Ashoka’
(p- 95)-

T, P Varma: <The earliest possible positive evidence for
the existence of the Brahmi script does not go beyond the time
of Ashoka’ (p. 100). Even Chandragupta Mourya did not issue
any royal proclamatvion {p.- 101). To this conclusion we had
r.cached, some thirteen years ago (in 1964 Dr. Goyal develops a
similar theme, notes p. 114).

Dr. T. P. Verma, however, believes that' some other kind
of writing existed before Ashok. Mention by Nearchos, one of
the generals of Alexander, records that ‘the people of this place
know the art of manufacturing paper out of cotton and tattered
. clothes® and by another Greek writer Curtius about ‘soft inner
barks of certain trees (Bhurapatra) as a writing material’, com—
pel us to believe in the oft-repeated evidences in favour’ of the
antiquity of art of writing in India going upto the Vedic period
(‘p. 109).  He further says : “In the present condition of our
. knowlcdge we cannot ascertain the cxact nature of a sacred
script which was used for writing Sangkrit and Vedic language.

The Origin of Brahmi Script 191

But we can say it confidently that this script must have beena
«complicated one, because we know the amount of emphasis
given to the correct pronunciation of the Vedic literature. It is
also said that some letters were pronounced in several ways with
different emphasis, thus the necessity of a complicated script
cannoi be over ruled. Alberuni wrote ““As to the writing of
the Hindus we have already mentioned that it had been lost and
that nobody cared for it and that in consequenee
into gross ignorance and
But then Vyasa, the son of

forgotten;
people became illiterate, sunken

entirely estrangrd from science.
parasara, rediscovered their alphabets of fifty letter by an
inspiration of God (Sachau, E.C,, Alberuni’s India, p. 171-
72)”’. Writing ‘fn Retrospect’, the editors write: ‘It is
interesting to note that Goyal and all others like Prof. (Lallanji)
Gopal and Verma, who believe in the Mouryan origin of
Brahmi, presuppose the existence of Sanskritic Varna-Mala
witl\lout written forms, which is something improbable. For the
very conception of Varnas (alphabet) is based on definity

dable symbols, without which precision and purity of a

recor ,
ns could not have been main-

language like that of Vedic hym
tained in the post-Yask period. The appearance of the name
of a North-western scribe Chapada in Kharosthi (Zarathru-
in a southern inscription of Ashoka need not be
eremphasised because it was possible for an
official within a united kingdom to work in a place far from his
native land; after all Yawana-raj Tushashpa, a high Mauryan
Indian prince. Brahmi must have had a
definite earlier source, internal or external, and probably it was
preserved by the priestly class as a sacred and sc'crct Scrlpt.
in confirmity with the Sanskitic Varna-Mala (Brahmitu B‘har'au
Amarakosh‘a, I, 1.1). We are yet .to havc'morc c?onvmcmg
direct evidence.” Bharati as Devalipi is .mcrmoncd in Padma
Purama (Pataal khand, Chapter 100. -Shiva Raghava Samvad.

shtri script).
generaliscd or ov

official was not an

Loka.) a at the end that Rigveda and

Fortunately let it be know . :
Atharva Veda a8 well Sanskrit grammatic texts, which have not
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been properly delved into, definitely allude to * riung (which is
a subject matter of another seperate docun nted paper..
Structural study of imscriptional forms in th hight of 1he
Maheshwari Sootras, which Panini used as oper * kev to I
condensation techaic, revealed to late A. B. V valkar, the
‘photographic logic’ in the constructicn of the laheshwari
crescental script. which was forgotten (as me .‘oned by
Alberuni) when Brahmi script ruled the day, and w. 1 raised
its head in the form of the Siddhmatrika and Devanag 1 forms
afterwards, desplacing the Ashokan Brahmi letter forms With
this key, Walawalkar deciphered the Maheshwari endor ment
on a cunieform script tablet in British Museum (6th cenr,
B.C.) and the Djokha (Umma) Seal from Paris-Louvre Mus.um
( 3060-2400 B.C.). Important  portions of A B W's
‘Pre-Ashokan Brahmi’ are reproduced in CALTIS-84 issue.
About ABW, Dr. S. V. Sohoni, ex-1.C.S., Vidya- Vachapati
wrote ‘‘Walawalkar’s versatile talents deserved far better re-
cognition in his lifetime than they actually received. . It was
in the area of palacography that Walawalkar can be said to
have reccived the highest levels of the flight of his genius.
— His innate modesty, habitual use of a restricted forum for
presenting his conclusions and a comparatively limited attach-
ment to the mainstream of related Indian scholarship— did not
get him the due reccgnition’. Brahmi is claimed to have been
evolved from Indus script by Langdom (in Marshall’'s Mohen-
jodaro and the Indus Valley Civilization) and Huster, but it bas

ye&.miwcc, by pilacographists.
o ¥ -
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