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3 JATAVARMAN RAJA RAJAN SUNDARA PANDYA

~ The, extreme south of the Indian
peninsula. was the -Pandya kingdom. Ma-

durai was its capital. In the middle of

the 13th century the Pindyas rose to
power.s The entire Tamil country, Kerala

and part of Ceylon were brouziit under

the banner of the Pandyas. In the bezin-

ning of the l4th century the Pandyas

were at their zenith, The country  was
rich and prosperous.  This attracted the
Muhammadan invaders from the north.

The successive Muhammadan invasi-
ons in 1311, 1319 and 1324 A.n., cclipsed
the name and fume of the Pandyan em-
pire which gradually declined down. The
Muhammadans occupied Madurai and
cstabished the Madurai Sultinate. In the
year 1271 a.p., the”™ Vijayanasara prince
Kampana came to the rescue of the
Tamil kings, drove out the Muhamma-
dans and restored orderly government in
the Tamil country. The Pandyas retired
to the south and existed till the middle

‘of the 17th century.

The above is the brief history of the
Pagdyas of the south. The object of this
article is to investigate an imporjmm' his-
torical ovent of the I4th century. It is

generally believed that a Pindyan prince’”

killed his father and joined the! Muham-
madan ' invaders. + The present research
reveals a different picture. Records show
that the Pangdyan prince, even though, at
the initial stage, joined the Muhamma-
dan invaders, later .realised his fault and

»
.

N. Sethuraman

came back-to his house. He did not kil!
his father.

In ¢

futher, I would like to refer to an  im-
portant information about the names of
the Pandyan princes. n the course of
seven hundred yeurs (L0300 to 1700 Ap.)
scores of Pandya kings existed. They
had only six names often repented. They
are Kuladekhara, Sundara, Vira, Vikrama,
Srivallubha and  Parakrama.  These  are
the royal (abhishélka) names bestowed on
the princes at the time of anointment.
They had the dynastic titles cither Mara-
varman or Jatdvamap. Princes with same
or different royal names and with same
or different titles rule jointly or concur-
rently.  Overlapping  of  the  reivns s
common. Brothers and thetr relatives may
also have the same anointed names. The
princes are identiiied by their  epithets,
prasastis, titles,  surnames,  birth  star,
accession  dates and  other mternal and
external  evidence.  The personal nawmes
bestowed on the princes at the time of
their birthn would be  different.  Records
introduce the anointed (roya!y names only.
For further detatls I request the  reader
to please refer to my books Medieva!
Pandyas and The Imperial Papdyas.

ils connection, before proceeding

MARAVARMAN KULASEKARA PANDYA ‘I
. . LI ¥
- The most celebrated Pandyan kinge of
the 13th century was Miravarman Kula-
fekhara Pandyat. He came to the throne
between the 23rd June and the 12th July
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1201 A.p. His Tamil prasasti begins with
“Ter polum alkul”. He-had the epithet
“emmandalamum  kondaruliye” (who took
every country). His birth star was Mi'a.
ilis records with highest regnal years 44
and 47 corresponding to 1312 and 1315
AD. .are available? As we shall see
below Kuladekhara was alive in 1318 a.p.

also.
First SON

Jatdvarman Vira Pandya was the lirst
son of Kuladekhara.® He came to the
throne between the 16th May and the
Sth June 1297 aA.p. His rule extended
upto 1342 A.p. Vira Pandya had the
surname Kaliyugaraman. The fourth pra-
kdra walls of the Srirangam temple were
built by him and they are called “Kaliyuga-
ramapn tirumadil”. A record which comes
from Srirafigam belongs to Vira Pandya.* It
is in year 21, corresponding to 1318 A.p. The
record states that Kuladekhara, father of Vira
Pindya, instituted a service called *‘Kulu-
sekharan - sandhi”  in “his name in the
temple. In order to meet the expenses
heo gifted the village Chittiravally  alias
Kerala - Chaturvedimangalam to the tcmplé.
The royal letter, (tirumugam) form Kula-
$ekhara granting the villase was reccived
bv the son Vira Piagpdya and he giave
ellect to it (ayyap tirumugappadiyil ndmum
- tandu). - This clearly shows that Kula-
$ekhara was alive in 1318 a.D. (The vi-
i‘ﬁillag,e Chittiravalli was also called Kerala-
Chaturvedlmangaldm. This surname was
fprobably given by the Kerala king Ravi-
armap.-. Kuladekbara, . who. occup:ed this
emtory.m thc  period 1313 to. 13I7AD.)

- Karkudi belonss to Vira

PURABIILEXIA  PATRIKA

comes from
Pindya year 22,
month Vridchika,, parva paksha  panchami,
Uttirddam and Monday, The date regu-
larly corresponds to 30th October 318 A.D.
Tt states that upto that time the tank
was dry- and  the lands  fell fallow.
They were repaired and assigned to  the
temple. The chieflains (muu’ulm) and the
personal oflicers (udankiarram) of Perumi)
Kuladekhara deva and the chicftain Vija-
yilayadeva made the necessary settlement.
This azamn confirms that Kuladékhara was
alive in” I1318 A.n. Probably that was his
last date. '

Another record®  wlhich

SECOND SON

Jatdvarman Sundara Pindya was the
second son of Kuladékhara! He came fo
the throne between the 17th March and
the 27th  April 1303 aA.p.
epithet “envnapdalaniim Londarujiya’,
took every country).

{who
His rule extended

upto 1325 a.p.

During this period there was another

prince also called Jatdvarman  Sondara
Pandyua alias Kodundurdeiay. His birth
star - was  Pushya.  The  Sanskrit  poem

Pandya kulodaya states that Sundara Pandya
alios Kodandardmap was the sen of the
sister of Vira Pandya alias Kaliyugaramap.
Evidently he was the grandson of Kula-
Sekhara by a daushter. Sundara alias
Kodundaramap came  to the throne in
1304 and ruled till 1319 A.». The family
tree is given below.* .

He had the

JA :zjiwmﬁAwu

of birth star

Miaravarman Xu
Mula
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- . - . | DI Yiov ity t
gligs, Kaliyuzarimang Sunduara -n_‘:,_, i !
o 13031323 ,

1297134

FATHER ‘AND SONs

A record which comes from Nallir
(ncar Vriddhichalam)  belongs o Mura-
varman Kualadehara.” X0 states that prince
Sunduaras Pandya set up the image of zod
Vira Pandifvaram Udaiyiar in  the name
of hisi elder! brother Vira Pandya. lle
also sct up the image of goddess Defa-
mrikka WPeruma Nichcehiyar in hie name of
the queen of  Virw Pandya.  This record
clearly shows that the brothers were on
cordial terms. Sundara showed great res-
pect to* his elder brother. )

-Eizhe records  which come from Sri
thil\unthxm are  cnzraved on th
wall“éﬁ "the mundapa of the V;%nuu tem-

sdme

plc:"‘k ‘Fo‘m’ ‘bclonw to Kuladekhara. They |
The ru,orc’s y
b[ﬂtb that Kulaé&kham gifted l'mdx to t!u, ,

arg® )datcd 1500 161305 A.n.

temg lé“ for, the” ‘formation of
cal}i d’é‘ranai ven;ﬁn tirunmm’avanam. The
8‘”0{“ goddess Valkunflm
( Lakshmi)”was also set up.
wis ‘mydeé for services in the month of Misi

S

Al
a uaz(.z,n N

on the day of Milu, the natal siar of

the I\m" A mandapa called Knlatéhha-
ran tirumandapam was als() bm!l

(u“a i

Valliyar
Provmon

Jatavarman Sundare Pandyd
alias Kodanduriman of birth
star Pushya A.vO‘_- 1:1‘).

One record belongs 1o Vipa Pindva
dated 1200 An.  The redord
the prince made vifts to rhe
temple  for conducting o service  cadled
Vira Papdyan - sandfhi i bis name. Three

belong to his younzer brother Su
dara Pandya. They are dated 1304, 1309
and 1316 Ao, The states that
Sundara arranged o special service called
Sundara Papdyan - sandhi in his name in

and 1t o1
siates that

records m-

record

the  temple. The compound  wall  was
constructed by him and 1t was called -
Sundara  Pandyan  tiruocadil. The  Tront

tower called Sundara Pandyan copuran was
also built by him. In o' these records
a plous devotee callied  Tevar Miedy Tarar
figures.  He met Kuoledekhary and his sons
on several occasions and 'obtained uvrants
for the renovation and general repairs of
the -temple. The above records Nrove
that-the father and his two sons were

getting on happily. There was no aquarret

amonyg them.  All of them contributed
services in the temples and thus  served

the neople.,

Mililc Kifur invaded Tamil. Nadu in
April 1311 Alp.
where  below).

{Owhich we shall see some-
This was & great shock
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to Kulasekhara who fell sick. The faithful
son Sundara Pigdya arranged special ser-
vices in the Vishpu temple for the wel-
fare of his father. The services were to
be conducted every month on the day of

Miila, the natal star of his father.® Thanks
to his. prayers, Kulafekhara .lived till
3318 A.p.

.In the year 1313 A.p. Kerala king
Ravivarman Kulaéekhara and his co-regent
Kerala Vira Pagdyan accupied Tiruchchird-
ppalli and the ‘northen arcas of Tamil
Nadu.'* The Pandya brothers Vira and
Sundara appealed to the Kakatiyas. The

Kiakatiya king Pratipa. Rudra readily res-

ponded. In the year: 1317 A.D. his ggnerals
drove out the Kerala prince from 'Tamil
Nadw* Vira Pipdya, and Sundara Piandya
were - grateful to the Kikatiya general
Muppidi Niyaka . in whose name they
arranged special . services in the Vriddha-
chalam temple."

For ought we~ know is this. Kula-
éékhara and his two sons Vira and Sundara
were on_ cord‘xa!. tcrms

Yot o

(BYCL
n.fcr to W e st
the Muhamqué{&

oA

- activitiesro tﬁfc!;! gontemporary princes
only " We shall “sec them below.

A0
PR

’rJa;ﬁvarman Parakrama. Pdl}dy'l" came
to the thronein 1315 A.p. " His Solapuram
ccqrd‘_‘ equates his eighth regnal year to
18;:? 7244‘%“rconﬁrmmg hxs accessxon in

There Wwas . no. -

cn we ‘sgugly,é_thqﬁ,narratwns of
torians... During thxs: .
me more. . PAndyan >,

poncemed ‘with the.

S

“evidently Pardkrama Pandya.* -

PURANHILEKHA PATRINUA

Ariytr_ is in the 7th year of the king and
it ment'ons a coin called vajal vali tiran-
dap panam.*®  Another record which comes
from Nagar is in his fourth year and
introduces him as Pardkrama Pindya alias
vajal vali tirandap.** Evidently Parakrama
adopted this title in 1318-19a.p. Vajal
vali tireanddp means “he who cut the way
through, by his sword.” This high soun-
ding title clearly indicates his succéss in
some cruciai battle. Incidentally Khusru
Khin the general of Delhi ' Sultdin Xutabdin
Mubarak Shah. invaded Tamil Nadu in
1318-19 A. . bLut he was severely beaten
back.” Probably Parikrema took a lead-
ing role in defeating the Muhammadan
invader and adopted the title vdjal vali

tirandidn. The phrase vajal va[i lf,;an(l&h
is a fixed point in the history of the

Pandyas. It has depth and historicity.
If we find this phrase in any record we
can immediately -conclude that the record
was engraved after 1319 AD.

A record which comes from Madurai
Mindkshi Amman temple is in two verses.
Jt- praises the valour and heroic adventure
of the Pandya king “vajal vali tirandan"
The Tiru-
’ (chronicle of the Madurai
temple) says’ that the west gopura of the
Madurai Mindkshi  Amman temple, was
‘built by Pardkrama Pandya in 1323 A.po.

ppapi-vivaram

The Tiruppani - malai (another chronicle) -

also states that the gopura was built by
him.** The record of Parikrama is found
on the wall of the west gopura® It
states that Pardkrama alias Vdjal vaji
tranidap fled to Kijaiyir-k6vil near Madu-
rai. The Muhammadan invaders captured
Madurai and established the Madurai
Sultanate,®® Parakrama was captured and

. vapgamalai. It

?* comes
- 33rd year. It

2 prince called
Pandya cmﬁtcd prior to 1333 A.D. and he

JATAVARMAN :DATARATAN SUNDARA PANDYA

sent to Dethi. Howdver. he escaped and
rcturned to, Tamil Nadu. This is evident
from a record which comes from Tiru-
belongs to Maravarman
accession
corresponding to

Kuladekhara I (of
year 20, month Vaikadéi

133+ A.p. It states that  Sr1 Parikrama
Pandya devar wlias  Para  Rdija Ridmun
~alias  vaiyam tola nipra perumda] gifted
cows to the temple®® The fuct remains
~that “Parakrama lived rill 1334 a.p.
- JATAVARMAN  SRIVALLABHA

Jatavarman Srivallubha® came to the

June and the

throne  between the 23rd

3lst Auvaust 1208 A.n. e had the sur-
- hame Akavaraman, A comn called Aka-

varamun panam was CLI'I(,!I{ m this ”CI‘!Od
. He ruln.d atill 124 Ap. A record which
from Dhurvisapuram® is in his
is dated Monday the 5th
February 11341 A.p. and mentions thé coin
vajal vali tirandap called atter Parikrama
of accession 1315 -«.p. Arecord which
comes from Tirukkalar s in the 25th
year of Jatavarman Srivallabha* Tt is
dated Saturday the 27th March 1333 A.D
The record states,”

e in those days when Rija Rijan
Sundara Pandya Déva came with the
Muhammadans  (tululkar)  the  local
chieftain;-‘his' brothers and the devorees
were killed and the country was devas-
tated due £0 \rioting and floods .. ...."”"

shows that
Sundara

This information clearly
Raja Rajan

joined "the “¥Muhammadan invaders who for

.the first

: time came to Tamil Nadu in
1311 A.b. We shall sece the relevant
isources and identify this prince.

13117 amnl) -

e
o

RAIA RAIAN SUNDARA PANDYA

The records of NIl Rifne o
PAndya are tabulated in Appendix . .o
bears the title Jatdvarman. [iis Tiruvie

A

year 4 mentions the
which title wos
in 1219 amn. This
Sundara Pindya
1205 Aon. His

rankulam record®
coin valdal vali tirandip
adopted by Mardkrama
shows that Rijn Riian
cime to the throne after
existence prior to AD. 1S confirmed
by Jagivarman Srivallabbha. On the basis
of this information thc astronomical data
to the period

Prome
')
_4 LS
LJ

{ his records are apnlied

1305 to 1332 AD. The dates indicate that
Riin Rdjan Sundare Plndye came to the
throne between the S5th February and the
20th March 1310 A n, Mo existed 6ll
1332, Yn 1333, lotivarman Sreivallabho
states  that in these days Ridja Rifan

i
Sundara Pindya joined the VJ rammaocan
invaders.' *

Aviz X1iusru

Amir Khusrr was the court noct of
the Delht Svltan Alaudin Xhilin Khursu

served as a  captain in
a countemporary of the
graphically describes i lus
that AlZudin Khilitsent
Wiafur to conguer the
Malik Kafur
Ir the first

also
He was
which he
poems.  He says
his general Milik
kingdoms in South Iec:ia.
condected two campaigns.
one he defeated the Xakatiyas, In the
second cempraign he went  wpto Madura
the capital of the Plndyes. XKhusru who
was & witness f0 the camnaigns narrates
the events in Cdetail and also gives the
dates in Hijira calendar. [Mlis narrations

the army.

events

care tabulated below.*

(e
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Cad CAIE SR * » !
" Events Hijira Date AL HL Date in A D

- INVASION OF,SOUTz-xfINDIA By MALIK XKAFUR : i Sy e .

(In tlm Hijira culendar the day of the lunur month begins at sunset.

:Jii‘ _-:‘ 1;

Towing dates
aeitA This . 1s«takcn mg)vq,oount in the following d )

P TN BRI UL TR l'\“ M ARSI L T . .
SR leentq v o J77 Rijira Date AL HL Date in A. D.
: LS SSTRE ARN 2] '2“1 .hg)‘i):';} 11 Lij;""“‘»i] :
1) Malik Kafur ]cft Dcml“”‘ St 24 Jamadal, 18—11-1310
e boedn VIR e emo et gl Baede s Akkir, 710
'bihf?f” ,..9‘5”‘”‘ ¥e 1:. LB zaxh/t ;lu N B P ' S .
Thursday, 4—-2--1311

)Mflhk K#fur arrived afy Devpgiri and
got .supporl :

3) He h,fL Dcvm-m on . ) |

4) Mahk I\ﬁfur arrxv;d at '%nndu. g

»‘t?. ¥y

5) Mdhk I\afur left B.m(,ri

\

6) Mahk Kdiur arrived Dvamqamudrefn
oo o ;
7) Vud Bal’a}d surrendcrcd and made |

ovcr h1> trc.tsuxc‘; 1o Mahk Kafux

. .
Lo

8) Malik Kafur left Dvarasumudm for

Tamil Nadu N

~ IV R RS

9) Milik Kifur plundered and m.nsaucd at

Bll‘dh ul (Viradhavalam at Tir mhchlm]ulh)

He destroyed Kandur { Thanjavun Kandi-

yUr). He Lustroycd the golden tt.mph,

at’ Brahmastpurl. Hc brol\e the idol,

'collcct;d vast trea sures He du;troycd
tlu, temples’ at’ Blrdhul |

10} He duqud at: lemm ke

[y R oL PP
LI el oL Ny LI R R

ll)Mz'lIilq afur arrxvcd at thc gd,'cs of
' Madura, the c:ty 'ﬁefonﬂmg td Sunddm
Panq!yas brother ‘

?

,-palw& burm the témplé:dagmr (Ghb-, W
kkar- the " Swa templc) left Madura

13th /Ramzan, 710
/ j . .
17th Ramzan, 710

57 days later

Sunday 23rd,
Ramzan, 710

5th Shawal, 710

F}".i'day Oth,’
Shawal, 710

Wednesday, 18th
Shawal, 710

13{13 Zilkada, 710

Thursday 17th)
Zilkado, 710

Five days later

Sunday -ith,
Zill;ijjgt, 710 -

§—-4—1311

13—4—1311

25—4—1311

13) Malik !\’lfur returned with the booty s
! arrived ‘at - Delhi and presented him-
sclt leom Aldudin Khilii on

Monday Aty ‘(‘n 10 —131
Jumades Sani, 71)

_ The above table s sclf explanatory.
Amir Khosru says that Mahk Kator arri-
ved at Bandri.on 13th February 13 A,
(itc;'n,,No. 4 of the above tabie)  there
Malik stayed to make enquiries respecting
the; countrics 10 advance when e was
infarmed,  thar the two  Rais ol Mabar
(kings of Tamil Nuadu), eldest named Bir
P;‘lndyzt (Vira Pandya) and the vounugest
niamed  Sundara Plandya who had upto
that time continued on friendly terms,
hid  advanced against each . other with
hostile intentions and that Rajlala Deo
(the.. Hoysala. king:- Vira Balldla) the Rai
of: Awhrusamud mmon iearning . 1uc. fact,

matched forathe. purpose 'of sucking their

twoi Sitjes and p‘unr_‘::‘!n" the merchants;!
advance  of the

but.ofinhearfag o the.
Myhammdan .carmytvhe  returned to  his
own country.
R o A

Amir Khusrw says that 1he eldest Dro.
ther Virn Pandya and the youngest brother
Sundara, Pandya advanced ugainst eachr other.
We . must carcfully read his  statement.
The mention of cldest brother und yvoun-
géstibrother clearly shows thut there should
haveibeen minimum three brothers! We
kdow " that Vira Pandya of accession
1297.A.b. and his younger brother Sundara
Pandya. of 1 accession 1303 A.p. wére on
cordial .terms. :In the words of Khusru
the.youngestt-Sundara Pandya fought with
thei.cldest Virea Pandya.
there  shoutd have been a third  brother

This proves that'

also called Sundara Pandyn and he advon-
ced wrninst Vira Pandya, The batt'e should
tave beenrt fought inothe Tast guoarter of
1310 Ao and the Foysata Kine Vira
also participated  in some form.  When
Balldly came to know the advance of the
Muohammadan army, he immediately retur-

2th Februory

IRy
;,.;1‘,;.1‘_{;1

ned to s canita! prior to
31 A b, on which date Malik Xalur arrived
ar Bander and heard the above news.

Here we have two information. The
first one 1s about the third  (younsest)
brother also called Sundara Pandva. The
second informatien s the hattle in the
South .ardund third quarter of 1310 A.n.
Thefieht was among the Pindyas and the
Hoysala: king also took part in some from,
Now let us see what the Hoysala records
state about these events,

Hovsara reconrp

A record which comes from the Rishi
aopura ol the Nidnchinurom  Kamikshi-
amman temaple 1s in two  verses.™ Ttogtates
that  Balliie restored  the  Pallava ing
Ranpganitha alies Rijacanda Gondla alias
Vijayasanda  Gopila  to  the throne at
NAfchIpuram,  defeated the Chola and o

Pandya and honovred the two Pandyas. The
record further states that Bal'dla married

the davshter of the ,’:mi;wa.

The Pallava king Vijayaranda Gopaly®
came to the' throne in 1297 ,a. . p. Hig

~ LIS

record o year 21 corresponding to 131!

LAY
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12 A.D. is also found on the’same watl.®
Evidently he should have been 1»\10%6 Fo
the throne sometime before 1240 say i
1310 A.D. and his daughter married Balldle,
During this period Ba'lu honoured two
l’ﬁ:}(‘!;as and defeated a third Pindya.  The
two Pandyas were Jagavarmay Vira P andya
of accession 1297 ap. and his younger
brother Jativarmapn Sundara of accession
1303 A.n. The third Pindyan prince who
was defeated by Dalldja is evidently the
youngest Sundara Plnpdya, who in the
words of Amir Khusru, advanced towards
his ecldest brother Vira Pingya. The
Chola who was defeated by Ballala was
probably a Teluguy Choda chicftuin.

A recoré™ .which comes from Virifi-
chipuram west of  Kafichipuram throws
light on the circumstances wnder which
the Pallava could have lost his throne.
The, regurd br*l,onos to Vira Pindya, year

IZ.mc;uth Adp p&fhcorrcsnondmg to Qctober

1308 ‘A p.. It states that the chief Kula-
§skhara Satabuvardya made grants to the
temple for celebrating a festival called
Andalil vepran rirundl in his name. The
chief claims to be victorious at a place
called Andalil which is Jlocated in the
vicinity of Virifichipuram west of Kafichi-
puram. He makes this claim in the record
of Vira Pingya. Probably Vira Pandya
assisted by his chief Kuludekhara Sambu-
varaya should have defeated the Pallava
chief Rangandtha alias Vijayaganga Gopila.
- The Pallava lost his throne at XaAchi.
- Later in 1310 A. ». Ballila married the
daughter of the Pallava chief. On this
- auspicious occasion Balldla honoured his
 friends Vira Pindya and the younger
“brother Sundara Pindya and with their
_influence and. friendship helped his f2ther-

PURARMILIXHA  PATYI

in-law to mount the throne at WaRchi.
Natlala aluo defeated the youngest brother
Sundare  Pandya  who advanced  against
the eldest 'z;z yther Vira Pdndyao,

Vira Pinlya was grateful to Rallsla
13 -wh:n

In February 1310 an.
finedom,  Vira

attacked  the  Hoysala
Pandya sent an army of horse and soldier:
10 assist Baltafat In upite of this E?—f:;p
Ballila  was  defeated. "~ After  congrerin
the !ovsalus, Malik Xafur invaded Tam
Nadu in Aoril 1311 A, nlundered thc
cities Tiruchirappalll and returred to Delhi
in October of the same year,

'

The youneest Sundare Pindya 'vbo
eldest Vira Pindva and who

Hoysala Xing

fovght with the
was also  defeated by  the
Ballala in 1

varman Raja Rijan @ Sundara Pindya of
accession 13i0 A.n. who in the words of
Jativarman Srivallabha  jeined  Muham-
madan invaders when they came to Tomil
Nadu in April 1311 A, '\'w: sha!l now
see further information in the accouats of
Wassal. ‘

WASSAY

Aboul this  time \ulw U!ji{u was
raling in Persin.  Tehran was its capital,
Wassaf wus . popular poetin the Persion
court. He started writing his work in
1300 A, In fune 1312 A.p. he completed
the first four volumes and presented them
to the Sultin who was much pleased and
rewarded Wassaf. In the fourth volﬂmc
Wassaf refers to the Pindyan prirces. an
the campaign of Malik Mafoer. ‘»'v’:u;:.::f
states*  that Kuladekhara had two sons.
The first son was Sundara Pindya and
he was the lepitimate son.  The second

310 AD.0 was evidently .¢.§"-f

JATAVARMAN RAJA RAJAN SUNDARA PANDYA

\

son was. Vira, Pandya whose mother was
the concubine of XKuladekhara. As Vira
Pandya was very  shrewd and juic!lisent
Kuladekhara anointed him successor reject-
iny the claim of the Tegitimate son Sundara
Pagdya who being enraged at 1his super-
cesston,  killed his  father in o moment
of  rashness und und"tif’uhm»s towards the
close of the year 709 £ (1310 AL ) und
placed  the crown on  his head in the
city of, Mardi (Madurai). Upon this, in

the nudd!e of the veer 710 F (1310 Apy)

Liis bmthcr Vira Pindya assisted by the
son ol the  davehter of
advanced again<t  Sundara -
trembling fand alarmed fled from his own
cotmtry and took refuge in the court of
Alaudin Khilji at Dalhi.
) , .

Wassal’s account does not avree with
the inscriptions and  also Amir Xhusru.
Al the Pandyan princes were legal heirs
as evidenced by the dynastic title Jata-
varman.  Kuoladekhara was not Gilled in
1310 A, e TivedTtill 1318 Ao, It was
Raji Rijan Sundara Pindya, the youneest

Kuladekhorn
Pandva who

brother who  joined  the Muhmme dan
invaders.  This information coupled with
gossip, rumours and accounts of Jouh! ful

accuracy reached  Persin and  Wassaf
thought "that a friend of the Muluumma-
dans was tie lezitimate son and (he cnemy
of the Muhammadans was the tHegitimaie
son. Wassaf did not come to Indian. Me
says  that he has  written the account
bascd on the oral statements eathered
from his trustworthy friends. Those friends
were the officers and attandents of the
Persian ambassador in the court of Alaudm

Khiljii. Tley were in Delhi when M3lik
Kifur returned after the campaien  of

South India.s Aldudin Khilii who  was

25

not on cordia! terms with the Sultan of
"u,u Kitled  the  ambessodor and Y-

treated his oficers and atrendonts, Those

who o escaped  the tortore and miserics
fled to Persia. They informed Wissa!
about the campaion of Mdlic XKafur ood

ot .

As0 the hearsay stories ahovr the D2 ndyan
princes. In the  circumsfances Wassa !
! i . o D

coubted the very story which he heord

For he says,

“While I
opc of my
The .'(i“.-_',s of Hind arc celebrated for
their penetration and wisdom; wity then
did  Kales Dewar, Hfetime
nominate his younzer and
as s successor) to the
elder, who was of nure bhlnod,
he introduced distraction into & kinudom
which had heen adored like o ‘ride.

was engaced in writing tlis

nassoe, friends  suid (o me:

oo .
SHrrjno :

during  hig
dlogoitimote son
reection of the

]

by which

This clearly proves that Wassal sus-

pected 1t as o rumour. e is very cou-

of the nicture.
After the

. P
Maliy Kame-

ous in his o assessment
There is reason for this.
less campaicn of the south,
words of Wassa® was o very
returned  to Delhi o in Ocmhc‘r
Wassaf refers to this
Pindvan nrinces in

(who 1n the
Saturn)
1310 AL,
and the
volume which he presented 1o
in dune 1312 A0, The information which
he sathered within an  interval of erahe
months ot twisted and  this prompled
Wassal to doubt the truth beliind the story.

At any rate the fuct
Linia Rijan Sundara Pandva, the vounvest
in the Plindyan honse

. L PN Siaeyye 2 NP
and in the year 1310 An., he tomed the

comnnion

s fourth

) -
s osu'tan

remains  that

prince, was a rebel

t 4 . . ™
Muhammadan  invoaders. Cirdumsrances
prompt us 1o surmise that Rije R

-

~
G
.
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T
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4
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e
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Sundara Pandya was the last son of Kula-
fekhara, probably by a second cqueen or
he could be the ~son of Kullekhara's
younger brother'Wlio isreferred to in the
Tirukkadhiviir' record discussed- below.

e R NN Ve
”;‘x\ _3;3,.,, N RS T T

TlRUKKADAWUR R}:CORD e
’ T YRS ‘fi},)

:; A recarr,‘ wxwh comei f‘ rom Txru—
kkaduvfir (T hﬂ'vw"r “district) belongs to
Kulagekhara®® Tt isin his 34th year dated
Sunday the 10th September 1301 A, The
record registers @ joint resolution of the
brihmanas of two brahmadéyas aud the
Vellala farmers of the adjoining  villages

to set apart 10 veli of lands for burning

H oL

.-"n‘\ £ EY

108 perpetual lamps in the temple of Kala-

kila Dévar for the welfare of the king
Kuladekhara. The occasion for this gift
is stated to be that their prayer to the god
was answered by way of the king having
resumed for himself the administration of

the nddn (country) from his younger brother -

(tiruttambi), und thus having enabled them
to return to their own homes from other
regions to which they had fled owing to
the disturbed state of the country,' for
a long time, and where they had to suffer
great privation and miseries.

“The story is very clear. Kuladgkhara
entrusted the administration of the country
to his yglxllgcr brother in whose reign the

. people suffered alot and fled to the other
areas.  They :prayed to god and also appe-
aled to Kulaéékhara to- take "the admini-

~stration in his hands. Kulafékhara readily
zforblx"(,d the pwplc and brought the country

_under his direct fule., Naturally the younger

brothér, éhovgct

‘and, e‘mb;g

1;1@_\’@{4 bce.n dlSdppO,ln'Cd ;

PurAnRIILEIIA  PATRIK

Pindya could be the son of that frustrated
youncer brother of  Wulafekhara and in
order to 1l revenge he-could have ad-
vanced agzainst Vira Pandya in 1_310 A.D.
This is only a reasonabte assumption, The
younper brother of Xulafekhara should
also  be a Miravarman. Curioixsly 1o
records belonging to a Miravarmyn Vigrama
Pindya coming from Vndnm‘nm:xm and
Acharapdkkam point out the existence of
Vinrama Pagdva m s perieds The
former®  grotes year "‘, Makora, Purva
Trayodady, Pushya and Monday
-coyrupo-ldivw to 23rd  Javuary 1200 A,
The latter® quotes year 3, Mina, Apara
Puksha, Ekadadi, Sravapa and '-Ondll}'
corresponding to 0th le‘bh 1300 A The

P (!.\Jl]kl

dates indicate his accession in ?,f‘-;AD
and his existence. upto 1301 An. Probably
he could be the younver brother of ula-
dekhara  The dwtes point out his anoint-
ment a year after the accession of Vira.
Why should  Kulafekhara crown his son
Vira in 1297 a.n. and his own younger
brother Vikrema in 1 9% an.? ccovld it

be the reason for the bad administration, of

Vikrama 7 There 15 some lacuna in this

and we arce taable to answer (it at present.

Except the astronomical date we have no
1

other meuns 1o coniirm the existence of

Maravinman Vikrama of accesion 1298 A D.
Curiosly the astronomical date of these
two records do not ooree with the dates
of other known Muaravarman  Vikrama
Pandyus™ of accession 1218, 1259, 1322
and 1327 A p. The Pindyas  excrcised

their authority i the northern areas of

the Tanmi! country in the period 1251 ¢
1374 A.p. and strangely the date of t'1<.

. dehdc wlam record produce the date 23rd
~v.;uu.vary 1500 A.p. only.

Thus astronomy

»"ATMWMAMNRAM RAJAN SUNDAZA PANDYA

TTET ()my ~iid Jone plus point in our
favour in' ‘proposing the existence of this
Vikrama in 1298 to 1301 A, and in the
present state of our knowledge and acqu-
aintance of the source materals,  wdé are e
obliged :to, nssume that Miravarman Vik-
rama of accession

youngcr brother,

Howcvu it is diflicult to say de fingtely, the  reason
whether he was the son of Ku'abe Nhara or
" theson ‘of his youn"er brother, Riju Rijun abive in

of Kulalékhara.

There was

L

98 An. could be the shiou'd Nave realised

-

for the

177
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sey were heaten back, na

ned to his brothers,

Lo
a2/

Suncara Pandya, the younoest in the fmi! v,
who fousht with his eldest brother V*m and
Joimed the Muhammadan favaders in 13104 n,
another Muhemmoadan invosion
Awsew Khim) in 1319 Ao, but thig time

a DT \
ta Ralan Sundara

his m!sr:‘.kr: ang retyes
Probahly this wos
annearance  of b,
records from 1221 Anl only. Mo was

Y 1w fate o .
AD. His fate is not Laown.

Village and Record

Yeur and Dota

Adanur o
Pd. 4"4

(I

Neyvasal
Pd. 351

Kunnandarkoyil
Pd. 353

Kalappal
334/19 .5

Malamglnpdnl
Pd. 520" ’

‘)“;”")‘m!;
Adﬁmlr. AL e tst
Pd, 354

Pd‘;‘:%ﬁ\ L YT G

E“Uﬂ inde b ity

lga on@"’ '?"’ 'll B "
/,] VQK. VI, No.26

oo )
ari )

—do—"

,,1.13, Simha, ha 8, Rahini and
5 Friday (first set of data)

12, Mesha, ba 13,

(See” Tamil 1ext)

Friday and (Urtirattadi)
12, Méz;ha, Su 13 mistake tor 1 Chiten
and Sunday

12, Mithuna, 4ul, Pushva
and Iriday

~JLZ, Tuly, by 3 mistahe for 4o 1o
Monday, Uttirattidi

“Year 12

't

Year 12 e :
Year 12 ' ' S

13, Xanni, du,

- Vidikha and Wednesday

(second set of data)

7!‘,
-
1A

LA,

-+
.
v
-«
Te
]
S

1A
e AL

20th Yage
12320 A
Sth QOctoher
"

M A
~1 A,
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)
3
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e
)
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»
H ’ Natp
Vil duc .md Record Year and Date ; Date
O | ‘ "
K()yil Tirumalum‘ 13, Kumbha, fu 3, Saduyam mistike Mh Febroory .
' . T ' 1Y .
for Revati, Wednesday 1322 A,

248/ 1917
November 1322 AD.

Adanur 12, Kirttioui
Pd. 356 .

iyi 3 1322-23 A.D.
Irantyir i i3 ‘
il /1926 o ; )

! VeAdy / L8 1373 A
Velangudi 4, Vaikddy / May 1221 A,
504 /1959 {
oy =g . . sy . NS N1

Tiruvarankulam 14, Vaikdfi—mantions the coin valdf | : May 523 AD

Pd. 487 vali tirenddén penery called after :

Parikrama Pangdyn of accession 13I5A.p )
170 N
Tiruvaranku'am 14, Ani UG hled 4D
Pd, 488 ‘ | |
Kalappzll”“‘ e tFalpes] gy 3 Mila - . ?ﬂ:' Cotober
S.J.1. Vol I  and Friday ’ Lods AD.
No. 26'8‘_“, ISR !
. Kuppakkugit 0 tost | |
‘ 42/1909 i - A ' ' ‘

On the basis of 248 of 1917 Revati are stauested 1o 333 of 1925 and 248 of 1017
in Kumbha of 1310 Ap. falls in the Oth following the law of astronemy. The errors
yeur. The star was current on 4th Febru-  in the astronomica! data in 2 few records

ary., Qn the basis of Pd. 424 Uttirattddi are due 1o the troublesome period after the
~in Mesha of 1310 A.p. falls in the first = Muhammadan invasions.  Titernal evidence
year.  The star was current on 30th March. justify the initja! dute 1310 A,

~Jatdvarman Riéju Rajan Sundara Pidngdya _

: ’jcam‘c'_ io: the throne between the 5th Elsewhere vide my Lookx The [mperial,
i '_fFebru'a‘ry' and the 30th March 1310 A.D. Pangdyas (edition 1971) T surmised that Risa
L Rijun Sundara Pandya came to the throne in

‘;The rccord !‘rom Kalappal S.I.1., Vol. 1313 A.p. T made further research and
VIII No. 265 supplics two sets o!‘date n I am fully convinced of the revised date
same l3th year. This is a fixed point. 1310 ap. which  borrectly fits into the

Th‘? tithi QUO!Cd in Pd. 424 helps us v accounts of Amir Khusru and the records
rrcc!mg, the mht m Pd 351, Corrections of the Hoysala kinyg RBaltifn. The revision

JATAVARMAN RAJA BAJAN SUNDARA PANDYA .29

daes: not make any harm or damagc to the The investiwation of the Pandvan records
methodology of my earlier surmises.  In ts so difticult that it too'c seven years for
fact the revision helps us in understanding me 1n findig the correct accession year
the history ot this period in a better way. of this nrince,
PR ITY : |
¢ LKl

APPENDIX
/\) /\11 mdw;dual by name Maivikun Devon Sokkandyandr Viiayvaeanda Gonidla
ﬁgurqs in the following records.  The viltares mentioned below are within o rading
of 3 kilometers.

Yillage and record King Year

’7
Kalappal . -~ - Raja RIian Sundura, 1322
S'l']-, VO}.V!II, NO. 265 YC‘IM’ !3 - '

Kdzl‘ﬁm”_ i,j ."‘]“ h Rija Riian S!.ﬁdﬂfk:, b L 13;22 A
1., \50! L VL NG, 268 Yeur 22 SO |

Tirukkalar Jatdvarman .,r?\:'n‘;?'aisho., R 1220 Ao,

S.LI, Vol. VI, No, 247 Yeor 25 -

Tirumakkdttai MAravarman (um Bchara 17, o0th Iuly

and 207 Year 22, ¥arkatn'ea, éu 1, !335 A0,
of 1917 Thurscuy,. Pushya
-

Kalappal : Miravarman Kuladekhara Y1, 1227 A.D.

S.1./., Vol. VI, No. 262 Year 23
Kalsppal Migavarman Koladekhara 1L, L30T AL,

$.11, l Vol. VIII, No. 267 Year 23

B) An mdnwduﬂ by name Che'la- Nalltr was conferred on Pardcrama Pindya

plllal ,\allas Pardkrama P Pindya Amara- Amarakondr who in turn aereed 1o s'md
kopdr figures in the records P¢. 35!, 254 the income from the lands for services in
and 355 of Appendix I of Raja Rijm the Siva temple Vadapuiom Udniydr and
Sundara - Pipdya. He is evidently the also 1o conduet  specia! services  calles
officer of Jatdvarman Pardkrama of acece- Amarclon-sandhi in hhis name in the !f‘n‘n:
ssion 1315 A.p. and he figures in the Iis said that the zrant was also recor-
recards dated in 1321—=22 A.p. of Raje Rijan ded on conper. ‘

Sunddm Pindya. The records state that :

!hu cuhlvatmﬂ tenancy rx"ht of the devadana CY Pd. 353 (Appendix Iy dorer! 1320 A0,
(.mds lying in the village Arasamanavila states that Rija Rajan Suncdiora Pincdva
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gifted 101 ‘F!Ou.’ 'cmn, as’ »nc‘oncnf to
tile '»wa tcfrm‘ﬁ I'aru m,xnrn’(bf’t Udaiya
Nayanﬁr “he inthrést-accrued wasto be
utilised fur performing sacréd services in
the temple and also for conducting &
special service called Rdja Rajern Sundara
Pandyan - sandhi in his name in the temple.
It is suid that the grant was also recor-
ded on copper  The other record (Appen-
dix I) also registers similar grants by the
king or by his oflicers to various temnles.
D) Kalappa! record 334 of 1025 (d4f
Appendix I} of Rain Rijun Sundara is
dated 1321 A.p. In this record o chief
by name Sokka Niyanar Pardkrama
Pindya Majavardyar iguces. Evidently he
is an oflicer of Parikruma of accession
1315 A.p. and he figures in the record
of Rija Rajun Sundara,

I

Notes ¢

- DUPAREILERHA  DATRIR

B)  Another individua!l by nome Snta-
tanar Monnaiyar Alalanka Nagdilvie firp-
res in the Koyil Trirumalom record A8
of 1917 of "Rija Rijun Sundara, Year 13
dated 1323 An. the same  individual
figures 1o the Tiruppugalur record 73 of
FO28 of Miravarman Kueladekhara 1, Year
0 dated 1333 Ao, The two villages are
within o distimce of ten Silemeters,

FY The uabove records nrove  that

Rajp Rigan Sundara Pandye who  loined
the  Muhammadan invaders in 2200 A,

returned to O1s house in 1220 A, folla-

s ancestors and
granted gifts  liberally 10 the temnlas.
The con'nmuorury Piang¢van princes were
also muonanimous  and
wards him,

wed the footstens of

afTectiopate 1o-
[

1. Kisthorn - Ep, Inf‘z’., Vol IX, p. 227; Seawe!! - LA 1016 198: N Sathuraman - The imperial

Pandyas, p. 98.

2. Tirukkolakkudi ARSIE, 1916 No, 106, Year 44; and Valliyur /hid., 1915 No, 500, Yaar A7

3. N. Sethuramen - Two Jativarman ounddra Pandyas of“cm,m 1502 and 1204 A D.ISST,

Vol X
4, ST, Vo!.XX!V No, 221,

75. Ka;kudt (near Tuuchchlrappn] iy ARSI,

1913; No. 38 1| am than%fu!l to Dr, ¥, V. 'Jnmmv,‘w

Dlrector ‘of Enig’rap‘w who weas kind enough to er)nr" me the transcript of the rm-nrr’

RN L f’h 218yt i i

8, A"i’ﬂgfa 3”‘3"3:“» he

<

‘,.-. 1
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1

7 - Nalig?i (dedr V;:daﬁztcwam) AFSII‘ 1941 No, 156 “Jhid. 1939 42, 'p. 249,

S /2 I ‘l‘l ,vi!..,hé;:* [
1195960, 5. 25,

9 :'ﬂamnad‘d!strlc! Thuma! Uganéan Kdttal racord ARSIE!, 1931.32) No. 51 Jativarman Sindare, -
i .

! i‘
10,.-N. VSethuraman T/:e Imperml I’amlyaf p. 1386,

¥

1n.

12.

14,

15,

18,

17.

18.

19

25,
286.

28.
29,

30,

31.

32,
33.

JATAVARMAR - BAIA Y DATAN  SUNDATZA  PANDYA at

Jamhukésvaram S.1.7, Vol 'V, No 130 and St Redgam S.LL, Voll XXIV, No 283 - grinad
kundramu Vira Pandi ninni, malioyela tirnvadi Kulasekhare ninni.

1302 A0,

Viiddhachalam ARSIE., 1918, No. 72 Jatavarman Sundara Pundya of aco ssion
Year 14,
Robert Sewec!! - fp. Tud,, Vo', X', n 2048 anedd N Sethyraman - Tie Toiporial Pandvas, p. 152,
/ . / i N
Solapuram ARSIEL 1009, No, a7
Atriylr - Pd; No, G622 - Jotdv e Pacacema Yeur, 7
PN

Tirukkovitur talv% . Nagor RS/, 1910, No, 203

Elliot and  Dow<an - Mistery of Dbudia s told by tlie Maliammadan historians 1971 adition -

Part I, pages 214, 215 ang 219
Madurai ARSI/, 1215, No. 7

& 20 D, Devoaniad - Mudurad thivugl the aees, 1979 vemen po 2220 Iad dng, 011,
. V38, hid, 98, B,

Madurai ARSIE, 1905, No, b
Dovaluniori - Mudurai througit the apese p. 160,

Tiruvanpama'ai S..1., Vo!. VI, Nn. 72,

p.16e,

. N
N. Sethuraman - The Imperial Pandyas,

[ "o

Dhurvisanuram,- Pd. No. 622, tatavarman Sovalobha, Year 22, Kumbhe, Hasty and ondoy.

Thanjavur district Tirukka}ar SLE, NoU VL Naoo 2870 Year 25, Mésha, Purva Pakahn Tladaii,
Makhia and Saturday.

fhid.. 1. 16 to 20,

Tiruvarunkulam Pd. No, 487 Jativarmen Rain Ruaan Sundara Papdya, Year 14 month Vo iii:
ARNIE, 1914 No. 255 is tha samo,

Elliot and Dowson Payt it pp. 69 and HBBY. Alsn suve N, Sathuraman, e Imperial

Pandyas, p, 176 to 178,
Kafichipuram ARS/IE, 1954.55; No., 212, Ibid. 1954.55 n. 45,

ARSIE, 1843.558, p, 16;
and 71.

Miscriptions of  Nellore districts part!l o Na'"are racords Nos, 60

§4.55, No, 210,

>

Kanchlpuram ARSIE., 190

Virlachipuram  ARSIE., 1940, No. 120 rend with the same temnte record, /hd.. No, 172
of Vira Pandya, Year 14, Also sen Jhid., YOLA3, 0. 290, nara 55,
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34.

34,

39,

(by

(e) '

(dy

(e)

Elliot and Dowson, Fart il b,

Viiddhachatam (M&tavermsn Vikrama) ARSI, 1918,

Achcharapiakitam Maravarman Viarama

(8).

The data of ARSIE., 1900 dated faka 1200, and /hid, 1023 No. 14,
n

E ;’The;'»?daiﬁ tlc,f ARS!E..

3] ] Sy b 4
Pomana SWIHA CATRITA

Ibid., Part 1, 0,25 and 42 10 B4,
; (iU Dart b No. Af .
S.L1, Vol XXy Jart:, No, 46,

No, 22,

S.24, Vol Vi No, AUS,

Maravarmen Vivrama Pandya ! of accession 1212 AT, - aee N, Sathureman, Medieve!

Pendvas, p. 173,

- sem N, Sathuraiman,  Tihe Jepe-

Miravarman Virema Piandya 11 of sncassion 1260 AD »
riel  Pandras p. G0, i

ingdigate tha
sxiatenca of Miravarman Vikrama iU of aceozsion 1702 AD, ,

No. 018 ane Tanmif Nade Gtato

S0 Vol Vit

L XSy
§

1028; No. 225
Archasology, Nannilam Taluk, Tiruppapaivur 199/
V alivs Bajakka! Niayan of accession 1322 AD,

B oagree with Maravarmnn Vikeames

, X

, .
. i

auraman - Frye Pitrdyes hines

Miravarman Vikrema VI of sccescion 1347 AD, Lson NS
of the I4th century - papor presanted in the 1024 Cparanhice! Conference  hiald 52
Aurangabad. ' \ ' ;
: 1
”~
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