29

.




255)) )85

INDIA
PAST AND PRESEN’]

A BIANNUAL JOURNAL OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH

?

.
;4

{7k

DLUME | 1984 NUMBEF

SOURINDRANATH ROY
COMMEMORATION VOLUME

%

& =

[NSTITUTE OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH
9, NEW MARINE LINL'S, BOMBAY 400020




g

. CONTENTS
ARTICLES
Editorial

gLl

Sourindranath Roy — Archivist and

Historian —GEORGE M MORAES
The Growth of British Power in India
1708-1748 —HOLDEN FURBER

Sourin Roy : A Personal Memoir

British Connection with India as a
Factor in the Pre-industrial Capital
Formatior;"in England

British Economic Penetration into
North eastern Hills : Overland Trade
and Allied Questions

A Reconsideration of Alumganam

Ideology of a Revolutionary Secret
Society : Anushilan Samiti
1902-1918

—S.C. Sen GupTa

—SOURINDRANATH Roy

~—CHITTABRATA PALIT
—Y. SUBBARAYALU

—PRADYOT KUMAR GHOSH

REVIEWS

Prehistoric Indian Rock Paintings
by E. Neumayer —KRISHNA CHAITANYA
Ramayana in Historical Perspective
by H.D. Sankalia

Panorama of Jaina Art—South India
by C. Sivaramamurthy

Financial Development of India

by B.W. Goldsmith

The Khilafat Movement

—K.S. SRINIVASAN
—K.V. SOUNDARA RaJaAN

—A. VASUDEVAN

by G. Minault _ --BADR-Up Din Tyagul
Jawaharlal Nehru (Vol 1)
by S. Gopal —HIREN MUKERJEE

Spotlight on Sino-Indian Frontier
by Karunakar Gupta —R.A. HUTTENBACK
Communism in Kerala -

by T.J. Nossiter

Bibliography of Goa and the {
Portuguese in India :
by H. Scholberg

~M.P. NARAYANA PiiLal

~D.N. MARSHALL

-

Pages

71

81
89

93

103
105
109
112
112}
121

121

124

- in the increasing n

EDITORIAL

[T WAS TEN YEARS ago that the idea of the present periodi'cal dawned on
¢ He had occasion to work in the India Office Library,.L'ondon, and he

India suffered from comparison with the other Dominions what with
saw that ‘odicals lying cheek by jow! with those coming from these countries.
Indian per:jo }:ct a ‘Srl)uma] measuring up to international standards of historical
He reaI‘lZ? t auld t))e needed to redress the balance. Happily, with better condi-
S,ChOlahhlp»:vo in our Colleges and the establishment of Departments of History
tions prevalid umber of Universities in the country, history was attracting
ralent. There has indeed been an outburst of historical research in recent years.

the edito

When he broached the suggestion to the specialists. the rising ones as well as
the veterans offered him their willing cooperation. They would support the ven-

ture by contributing authoritative accounts of their own researches.
ure

The scope of India Past and Fiesent is the knowledge of India from
ic times to the present day. Never before has so much been known
e subject. The Archaeological Survey of India and the University
ing to our knowledge of prehistoric India, the Epigraphical
Survey is bringing out precious source material of Ancient and Medieval India,
sury 5; sening of the National and State Archives to the interested public has
~oile t 19_ gl ut a veritable renaissance in the history of Modern India and Con-
L L}){istor India Past and Present intends to keep its readers constantly
!t’ml)m?'imy infi'mwd of the important archaeological discoveries and addi-
Igtpu_;raphical, numismatic. and archival material as well as estimate the
are recreating the past.

prehistor

about th
Departments are add

and il

tions of €
work of those who

India Past and Present is a biannual publication. The inaugural volume is
being dedicated to the memory of the late Mr. Sourindranath Roy.
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Selected Wprks of Jawaharlal Nehru
Second Series, Volume 1

Edited by SARVEPALLI GOPAL

The Second Series of the Seiected Works of Jawaharis/ Nehru desls
with the yesrs from the formation of the Intersm Government on

2 September 1946 to Nehru's death on 27 May 19684 The
speeches, writings. letters snd memorands included in these voiumes
have been selected from published and unpublished sources.
including Nehru's papers and the official records of the Government
of India In each volume the materisi has been arranged n
chronological order and according to subjects It s expected that
there will be fifteen volumes altogether
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Pilgrimage in the Hindu Tradition
A Case Study of West Bengal
E. ALAN MORINIS

The pilgrimage patterns of West Bengal have not yet been studied.
sithough traveling to sacred piaces 1s an important aspect of populer
Hinduism for all but the lowest castes of Hindus Much of thus study
is devoted to documenting the patterns and processss invoived in the
actusl journeys West Bengalis make to visit specific celedrated
locations within the State Three of the most revered sacred places in
West Bengal. Tarakeswar, Navadvip and Tarapith. each in a
significant way different trom others. and yet all quite orthodox
centres of pilgrimage have been selected The concept of piigrimage
18 studied in its two differing senses — as both the journey, and the
whole institution — encompassing its history, kegends. ritusl.
behaviour. location sites etc.

Oxford University
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Essays in the Social History

of Modern India
RAVINDER KUMAR

Of the eleven essays in this volume,
of nationalism in its widest sensa, ot
problems and others are concerned
culture in India Whila the individua!
there 1s a unity In the conceptual
Together. the essays touch upon
poliical ransformation in modern india R 130

some dea! with the phenomens
hers explore historiographcal
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SOURINDRANATH ROY—-ARCHIVIST AND HISTORIAN

GEORGE M MORAES

THE LATE MR. SOURINDRANATH ROY—"“Sourin” as he was affec-
tionately known among his friends—had undertaken to share with me the
editorial responsibility for the present journal. He suggested its name India Past
and Present and volunteered to conduct a column on diverse historical topics
under the caption: Notes and Queries. "It may be run,” he wrote in his letter
dated Christmas 1982 eleven days before he passed away on January 5, “as a
forum for those being exercised by genuine curiosity about historical matters as
also for those who are in a position to answer them. It will, if started, [ venture to
believe, remove a long-felt want:" He also gave me the names of the scholars
who could be depended upon to support the journal with their contributions but
advised that it should not come out unless it was ahead of articles for at least two

issues.

A professional archivist who could say the last word on his subject, he was
also sans pareil in matters historical to which he happened to apply his genius,
being capable of forestalling scholars in their own exclusive and chosen fields of
study. Though Marxist in his leanings, he would not take Marx on trust. In his -
remarkable article “Recent Trends in Indian Research Activities in Modem
Indian History,” in which he estimates at their true worth works produced of late
under Marxist inspiration, he declared that in such works of familiar Marxist in-’
terpretation theoretical speculation overrode objective analysis of evidence ! A
classical scholar combining knowledge of Greek, Latin and Sanskrit, he must
have appreciated the declaration of Thucydides that as regards material facts
when he had not been an eyewitness himself, he had investigated with the m.,
most accuracy attainable every detail he had taken at second hand. Roy mus
have clasped to his heart the principles of genuine history set down by Cicero:
“that it is the first law of history that it dare say nothing which is false nor fear tc
utter anything that is true, in order that there may be no suspicion either of par-
tiality or hostility in the writer.” He must have been highly impressed by the twin
counsel of our own classical historian Ka'hana who wished that history should be
interestingly written and truthfully told.

A man of principles, Roy stayed on an even keel, not taken off his feet by a
blind admiration for anything. An agnostic, he yet held that if God's existence
cannot be proved, neither can God's non-existence. Inclined towards Com-
munism, he yet contended that if a confessional State cannot be secular, nor can

India Past and Present Vol 1. No. 1
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any of the States that have come under the heel of Communism. “For. in the
place of the old God of the popular creeds. Communism has placed on the altar
an entirely new deity bearing the high-sounding name of Dialectical Materialism,
a deity. more aggressive, more ruthless and far more intolerant” than anything
that has so far struck the human mind. (“Atheism as a Way of Life.” The Radical

Humanist. June 1981, pp. 27-29 under the pen-name of Ulysses Young).

A tribute paid to Roy by Professor Sudhir Ranjan Das in his letter to me of 6
,July merits permanent record, bringing out as it does his dominant

charactenstic.

[ have been very much moved by your letter bearing a touching reference
10 Sourinda who was to me a most revered academic personality, pos-
sessing a profound and penetrating power of seeing into and understan-
ding diverse and perplexing trends in the history of our country.
| have hardly come across a petson ot his stature in our academic circles.
As you know, his intensive research encompassed the whole range of
Indian history with all nicety and perfection. His was an analytical mind
hardly enduring, let alone compromising with, any trash historical w» .ings,
about which you have made a pointed reference in your letter.... His
demise has been an irreparable loss ta us all.

Lord Acton said that impartial history can have no friends. Roy must have
offended quite a few. Non-partisan historians can seldom be popular.

Archivist

Bom on 16 June 1911 at Lohagara, Jessore District, now in Bangladesh,

Roy was a brilliant product of the Presidency College. Calcutta, and the Calcutta,

University. He scored both his B.A. and M.A. with distinction. Yet he had a che-
quered career. He started from the lowest echelon, that of an Assistant, when he
joined in 1939 the Imperial Records Department, now the National Archives of
India. It was only by slow degrees that he rose to become the Deputy Director of
Archives when in an officiating capacity he had occasion to occupy the highest
post—that of Director of Archives—from September 1960 to December 1961.

At his entry into the Archives he was confronted by an uncharted sea of
documents. Archives-keeping at this time had sunk to its lowest depth, signify-
ing, in his own words, “no more than mere keeping of inactive documents.”2 A
colossal task awaited him. He rose equal to it. He immediately started surveying
the records. a practice, diligently pursued over the years, made him a legend.
When Surendranath Sen joined in as Director soon after and embarked on a
vast programme of indexing, calendaring and publishing of documents with a

~
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e archives serviceable, Roy became his trusted and indispen-
e two volumes were published of detailed in-
dexes to the Land Revenue Records, 1830-1859. and materials were prepared
for a third volume relating to the proceedings of the Select Commxt.tee and the
Secret Department 1756- 1780, dealing w'!th country as well as foreign powers.
The calendaring was speeded up of what is called Perglan C?orrespt?ndence, an
important series consisting of corresponden;e maintained in Persian betwe'en
the Company’s servants and the Indian Princes and 'notables‘as also' foreign
powers. He was entirely responsible for the prgparatlon of biographical an'd
historical notes to the texts of documents published. He was jalso the b_ram
behind the project of publishing select documents fr.om the National Archlve.s
written in the principal Indian languages. It fell to his lot to trace the'Sansknt
documents for this series. t0 decipher and transc'nbe thg text, to prov;de a full
critical apparatus for each document, to prepare its Engh.sh translatlc?n, to com-
pile detailed notes on obscure names, words and expressions Qccum'ng therein,
and to select material for the introduction of the volume for being written by the

Director.3

view to making th
sable aide. Under this programm

This volume. consisting of twenty-five documenAts. was pub.lished by J.N.
Jha Institute. Allahabad. in 1951 under the title San's'knt Documents
1778-1857. 1t begins with two memoranda sent to the British Government
through Thompson. Warren Hastings' attorney n India. Thompson app-roached
the Governor-Genera]—in-Council and the [atter agreed to ?C‘ as post off1§e. The
memoranda refer to the specific acts of Hastings Wthb were particularly
calculated to benefit the pilgrims to Banaras: e.qg. thg abolmop. Qf undue and il-
leqal exactions of the Gangaputras or officiating priests, facilities for free and
fr?restricted performance of religious rites. the appointment of .the upright Ali
Ibrahim Khan as Chief Magistrate of Banaras. and t.he construction of a naubat
khana or musical gallery near the gateway of the Vlsvanétha Temple. an zf\ct‘ of
homage which was very much appreciated. coming as it did from a Christian
uler. The Pandits were grateful to Hastings for his patronage of Sanskrit learn-
irng a}ud speak of the rare kindness they received at his hands during his second’

visit to the holy city.

The fourth document is a letter (dated 2 March 1971) from Banuji Maharaj,
head of the Maharaj sect at Surat, styling herself Gosvamini Maharajni, who is
soliciting the indulgence of Lord Cornwallis. the Governor General, to open cor-

sdence with him. She makes the important observation that, owing to the
respo { the sect in the place of its origin. Muttra, its headquarters had to
Sdrat. She praiges the English “through (whose) power and rule
ce disappeared.” Document IX is a letter in which the grateful
recluses, Vaishnavas, Brahmanas, and the royal preceptor o(:
y Krishna Chandra Mahapatra. pay a humble tribute to Lord

persecution 9
be shifted to
religious prejudi
priests. abbots.
Puri. headed b

LY



;‘\’:t'}‘tinggged the services of a fa
e British Go
cise of their re)igior:’ e::::‘em not only permits the Hindus to enjoy the free exer-
and indulgence tow;rds t}:namvaeSts the greatest degree of benevolence, favour
in their letter that before Io em_' Apd to show that the hope they had expressed
' E’:lg llf"Lgnms from all over would pour into the holy city
Maratha Government used tg 1sh abolished the tax of eleven rupees which the
© levy on each pilgrim. As a result. there was such

an influx of pilgri .
grims that
from the Province.  was found necessar Y to prohibit export of foodgrains

fessor V.

. avan was not .
t exa .
he book (The Hindy dune 22 S;%?;;lng a bit when he remarked in his review of

er edited. that the documents could not have been
Lastly, Roy h
1789z . .0Y had a maj ; .
782-85 (Nationa| Pu'chives)ofr 1Share IN editing The Browne (orrespondence

ndia, 1960, 36

volume containin
e volume, provig

discovered the
detailed notes o

g the 3 pp.) inasmuch as it was he who
od 1t correspondence. located the material
e text with full critical notes. compiled

am’s a : {astings for th us task
an uth . q e onerous
‘\f:‘as::g ﬁl::eror among (heo;;:iyefd lg;ng the struggle for the control of Delhi
n, : . m . . L
o Gl o o o M S
ani. Br .
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and the other at Delhi, recalled Browne on 1 March 1783. When the lat
delayed his departure, he sent him a peremptory order to return, and Brow
had his audience of dismissal with the roi fainéant on 20 April 1785.

Division of Archives

A little before Partition in 1947, the records of the Central Governme
physical division between the incipient States
half of the former that “all records
d be given to the Pakistan Gover

were in imminent danger of
Pakistan and India. It was contended on be
Muslim interest prior to the year 1857 shoul
ment and all those subsequent to that year may be kept by the Hinduste
Government.” It would be open to either of the emerging states to arrant
copies to be taken of the documents in their possession. And in this way it wou
be possible to maintain in both the countries the continuity of the original seric
as before. But the physical division should take place immediately.‘Paklsta
sought to support its viewpoint, asserting that “instances of c'o'unt'nes coul
be cited where the division of records did take place on partitioning of th

country.™

In the reply which he prepared. Roy called off the Pakistani bluff by statin
that there is not a single instance of a country where physical division of the a1
chives has taken place consequent on partition. The reason is that any attemg
at dividing the Central records would make both the emerging collections los
their archival and evidential value. An archival collection is an inter-relatec
series, and accordingly the importance of keeping an archival series intact ha:
long been recognized in European countries. Nearer home, the Government o
India did not surrender the archives to the Malay States when it ceased to ad:
sminister these States. Neither did it hand over to the Dutch the records relating

1 his island was restored to the latter. Nor were the Central records

to Java when t
relating to Burma transferred from Delhi to Rangoon on Burma's separation

from India.5

The Imperial Records Department, the Central Archives, was thus saved
thanks to the presence on the spot of a competent officer who had made, as he
himself says, “a special study of international practices with regard to the treat-
ment of archives affected by political changes and territorial redistribution.” The
memorandums of Roy on the basis of which the division of the archives of the
undivided Government of India was forestalled is far more conclusive—and the
best attempt so far—than the near classic study: “Effects of Changes of
Sovereignty on Archives” in the American Archives, July 1942. As the same
Journal aptly remarked in its issue of October 1947, “the division of files and
records between India and Pakistan {was) one of the biggest problems confron-
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t::lg t};et:artition Co.uncil." lt‘is thus all the more creditable that Roy should have
ved the problem in the midst of the prevailing gloom yielding to despair that

there was no way of savin i
g the Central Archives fro ' it
the country itself was doomed to share this fate. m being pariitioned when

Archival Legislation

A Roy was again able to give of his best when in his capacity as officiatin
Director of Archives (1960-61) he became ipso facto Secretary of the C iy
tee appointed in August 1959 to advise the Government regarding the d om\:‘l‘
ty or otherwise of making a law applicable to archives in India, and ro(::ls"adI .
masterly report on archival legislation. (Committee on Arci\ival Ee ‘Lllc:' y
1959, Report, New Delhi, National Archives of India, 1960, 143 + ivglsa)lo?‘
his .view the Natiorfal . Archives of India should have un;ler its contripi .thn
repositories not only of the ministries but also of such record-creating bo;ies ae
(1) Departments subordinate to the Secretariat or the Attached Offices (namel :
those .having all-India jurisdiction, those whose jurisdiction affects an entire Sf ¢
or a bigger region embracing several States, those whose activities are limit date
a small area like a division or district. small units or field offices se:jr:m‘ e
small area like a sub-division, town or even a village, and edu lt'g ; ‘l'eW
research institutions run by a Government Department); (‘2) Bodies (::xt‘;rc‘l: t:(:

Secretariat, but forming an integral part of the Central Government set-up (e.g

the Union Public Service Commission, the Comptroller and Auditor-General

the Planning Commission, the Prime Minister’s Secretariat, the President'
- Secretariat and the Cabinet Secretariat); (3) Boards, Committe'es C resent s
etc., set up under the authority of the Government of India: (4) S'tau(,)(mmlg:;ns
of All-India character; (5) National Enterprises and Underta'kings- (6) gryr o
(including Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats as well as the' Se atf ]a'men;
all legislative bodies of pre-Independent days as also those emanati Crefanatsho
Constituent Assembly); (7) The Supreme Court except that the Coulr?g rolrg the
joy the freedom in full measure to deal with its own records subject h:,u?euvere?;

a statutory obligation to select and preserve rec
ords of perma ;
dance with accepted standards. P nent value in accor-

It was only natural that a fundam inci .
forced in all public offices, making it o;;;:tlo?rcrt‘glife;oaft;reihwes kj eping be en-
the original order of their creation, to refrain from disturbir: fe&or ° Znanged o
account, and from dividing the records for reasons of ang e on lany
jurisdictional change. The filing practice should also follow ayS:trga:\t\zanona >
ing that a file’s contents are adequately described by its title. that nl:)amer.n, en:iur.
house papers on a subject other than it was originally inten‘ded to d T ‘S‘uhse to
files dealing with policy decisions are not_cluttered with papers 'elea?in:ltgo‘ ;P::t

——
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ticular app
routine :‘rl;hcﬁﬁons of those decisions. and that on no account matters of mer:
allowed entry into a regular file of any category whatever.

than RZ ;:‘:;’:d; in r;\ublic offices should be subjected to a first review not later
useless for th alter they have passed out of active use and be destroyed if founc
reviewnne their own departmental purposes. The criterion to be used while
eviewing a file is whether the file is likely to be needed should a circumstance
Sl'mllar to that which led to its origin happen to arise again. The documents sur-
viving the first review should be subjected to a second review when they reach
the 25th year and any paper deemed unworthy of further retention at this stage
should be disposed of. Care, however, shouid be taken to see that the files con-
taining papers which are important, even if indirectly, as sources of any aspect of
history {political, military, social, economic etc.) or which are or may prove tq be
of biographical interest are not destroyed. The files surviving the second review
should be regarded as mature for retirement and should be transfe'rred im-
mediately to the National Archives of India. It is the duty of the Nat}onal Ar-
chives to assist the Departments in selecting the records and ensure their perma-

nent preservation under its custody.

The States should also enact laws providing for all public bodies under their
control and this legislation should cover State legislatures, High Courts and
other Courts and the local governments {District Boards, Municipalities etc.),
provision being made in each case for their management, appraisal, retirement

and accessibility.

As to private archives it is best that their preservation and management are
left to private initiative which may where necessary be reinforced by state-aid,
flowing either from the Centre or from the States in which they are situated.
Universities. learned societies, libraries and historical societies should also be en-
couraged to acquire and arrange for the preservation of collections, worthy of
permanent preservation. Financial assistance may be granted to them as and

when called for.

It should be said in appreciation of the report that its eagle eye has leftdng
record-creating agency, public or private, out of its ken. The legislation lnter;1 ; eal
to be framed on the basis of this report would have saved the immense arc r;/s !
wealth of the nation which in the absence of proper safeguards is left to pe

every moment.

Archival Estrays

" in the series “The National

“f i rtant Documents’
In his talk entitled “Unimportan ion of the All India Radio,

Archives of India”, broadcast from the Delhi Stat



14 India Past and Present

thanbrealdngthemupor“methodlslng"tomﬁnchmgmgmoodofﬁnm
ment.Anhesamenmeitcametoberealuedthmtheﬁmdutyofm"Chw
was to make his materials readily available to their users, leading to a radical ex-
pansion of the publication programme of the Record Office.

Of this new orientation the leading lights in the West were Cyril Thomas
Flower, Hilary Jenkinson and Solon Justus Buck.

Of alegal turn of mind, Cyril Thomas Flower (1879-1961), a medievalist of
~ fepute, was attracted by the Curia Regis Rolls of which he copied and edited
thirteen volumes with meticulous care. Equally celebrated are his Public Works
in Medieval Law. These editorial enterprises provided the necessary background

for the long-range and comprehensive studies of Medieval England which were
published later by other scholars.

Charles Hilary Jenkinson (1882 1961) was from his early days interested in
tracing the vagaries of the documentary hand and the changing forms of the
public record, a curiosity which. when developed, led to the formulation of the
cognate sciences of diplomatic and palaeography. The sclence of sigillography
also owes tts development in England to his scholarly interest in the problems of
repairing and conserving seals in decay. He discovered the basic principles of
archives-keeping while engaged in listing and arranging the Exchequer of
Receipts records, a task which started him on the investigation of the original ar-
rangement of the Rolls. These basic principles became the corner-stone of his
classic Manual of Archive Administration (1922) which has since been accepted
as the most authoritative guide for archive-work In the English-speaking world.

- He played an important part along with collaborators such as Flower in the foun-
dation of the British Records Association (1932) for educating public opinion in

the conservation of historical records. Thanks to its efforts local repositories have
been opened throughout England, drawing into their custody every variety of
local records.

Solon Justus Buck (1884-1962) solved the problem of arranging the huge
mass of records of the Federal Government of U.S.A. housed in the National
Archives in a consultable manner, providing them with keys and guides. Under
' the ‘Record Group® concept a unified body of records is set up in accordance
' with the principle of provenance and this body is usually conterminous with the
" total archival assets of a record-creating agency. Every document in the National
_ Archives is physically integrated with one or other of the groups. Each group is

provided with a‘registration sheet’ indicating its provenance, its history, its

chronological range and the scope and nature of its contents. And the reference
I to the records is facilitated by the check-listing and and the compllation of the in-
I ventories, replacing the old and slow process of calendaring and descriptive

Sourindranath Roy—Aschivist and Historian 15

listing of the documents.

arles, Surendranath Sen (1890-1962)

e Ofalhi;«r?rﬁ:n nC:\:t:h"e‘pg:ﬂonal Archives of India, from a mr::r:l
raised the antrd ments t’o the position it enjoys today as a centre of t.ﬂstc_) ical
store of Inece oc: posed to any theoretical approach to history, maintaining
research se::l wz? thz present could be of use in recapturing the past. And em-'
that no for™ aal e of original sources, he got the policy of the Governmenf
ey (he;: l:vin open the Central Archives to all genuine seeker: :
changed byTth.rowasga measure which had the same effect as the openin% odt e
)\(In(::,;diiéhiv‘ei (1881) and the Public Record Office, London (1886), had on

ati

historical studies in Europe.

As already demonstrated, Sen owed his success largely to Roy’s genius, a
14 s

fact which ranks the latter among the four path-finders, being the fifth, though in

A , he let his chief have the entire
a spirit of self-abnegation, so characteristic of him

credit.
Historian

; jan history early in life when he undertook

Roy comr:::‘l;::: ;ﬁ?;:\f:: l:f [Fr;i)fessor :ir.yC. Raychaudhuri of the Calcutta

o ;\m ttempt of Bhattasali to bring forward the date of the accession of

e o a.M urva to 313 B.C. from ¢ 324-23 B.C.—the accepted date.

Chandraguptfathlsain?estigauon were published In an article contributed to Indian

E‘e re?ulltszaner’y Vol. X1(1934), pp. 211-22 under the caption “Date of the
istorica , : !

First Maurya Emperor”.

at Aéoka’s accession took place 214 years after the

’Bhattfatsal};; gz?icalgu:ii?h occurred in 477 B.C. ASoka must therefore have

e oh throne in 264/263 B.C. Adding to 264/263 B.C. forty-nine years

by ;\ ; eians of Chandragupta and Bindusara, twenty-four and twenty-five

Bled b ot :»eg ot 313 B.C. as the first regnal year of Chandragupta. The argu-

m bnete’t‘:)c\:;everg is fallacious as Bhattasall uses simultaneously two systems of
ment, '

chronology.

hdvarisa Bindusara ruled for twenty-eight years, while

Accordmigv:zoht:r‘: :ﬁde of twenty-five years only. We cannot accept and re-

the Purana??digt of the Mahavarmsa tradition, as Bhattasali is doing, in accepting

Jocthe lndyrejecting 28 If we reject the one, Roy rightly contends, we should

26.4 v ather also. Moreover, it is still to be proved that the Nirvana took place

fe)ic;;hg% Hardly any evidence can be adduced in favour of fany possible
in .C.

existence of such a reckoning.
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Asoka's mdﬁﬁumfm.dewwdmw'“

Mulgated ot ear) thould be dated 248/247 B.C. having been P

O”"’”ﬂgn.Nowac\ the rwelfth year of his coronanion. 1 ¢ . the sxteenth Yo

"W.thddﬁmm-“w(mupdunmwmdwmdw
Ve Of the forme; © > 2'd Bindusira) wil bring us to 313 as the e

ROy mkes

sh
:29; entioned ‘no;ocwl?gdz t;u; argument by pointing out that all the G::
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-Camp.Chandngupuconoaodapmiulmymdumhmhdpavmhnw

Alexander's prefects. And Roy triumphanty concludes that the existence c'i
Eudamos In the North-West cannot preclude the possibility of Chandragupta’s

, &cession to the Indian throne about 324 B.C.

A Lost Historlan

Roy's next contribution to Indian history was “Trogus Source: A lost (?)
Historian of the Hellenistic East,” which he read at the third session of the Indian

* History Congress, Calcutta, 1939, and which appears In its Proceedings, pp.

328-47. In this paper Roy differs from Tam who in his work The Gree,ka in Bos
tria and Indio claims 1o have brought to light what he terms, “Trogus’ Source”,

* meaning a lost author. the sole source Trogus Pompeius used for

t Parthia and the Far East. This lost author, according to Tamn, knew
:’\té:gaggut india, had some knowledge of Jain and Buddhist literature and was
acquainted with the Mahdbhdrata.

P ainst Tarn's opinion that Trogus Pompeius drew his infor-
mati:: iﬁﬁc::&:g and the Far East from a sole source is that it Is incredible

' that he left unutilised other sources available in his day. It is certain that

.C.—A.D. 9). One reason
87 B.C.) was known in his times (208.C.—AD
Ap:rl’lo:yo?:n(’ against the possibility of Trogus having drawn on Apollodorus is
g:vt Strabo (64 B.C.—A.D. i) —who usually depends on Apollodorus—and
T . have different accounts of the nomad conquest of Bactria. But the con-
rogwus am\ the two accounts is more apparent than real. For while Strabo
b erates the different ethnic groups responsible for that culmination, Trogus
z:‘r:\“e‘s the geographical regions whose inhabitants played a prominent part in
the ruin of the Bactrian Greeks.

: ; Trogus Source’s knowledge of dJaina literature is
Tarn sbzl:a;:; ftohre earolgzst Jaina works, viz. the canonical works were not
untenable, iting before A.D. 454. And as for the Source’s knowledge of Bud-
qu ine “g dc?hist practices, it is farfetched to trace back the source of the story
dhism ov una of Plutarch (who Is indebted to Trogus’ Source) of Menander's
in the M'om divided among the cities of his kingdom, each of which raised a
ashes bems_; rtion, to the Buddhist Book of the Great Decease. Even though
stupa over s PO }ate; a similar story of the relics of the Buddha having been
this book also 'e_ ht peoples and enshrined under eight stupas, it need not have.
divided among elgnuve. True, Plutarch may have known Trogus’ Source and
served as an ince misses the folklore element in the Moralla story. Fight over
utilzed Bolfntl;reairl?usmous dead is a motif not of very rare occurrence in popular :
the corpsé
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tales. Witness for instance the legend relating to the fight over the dead body of
Kabir. But is one justified, asks Roy, in tracing all such tales to the Buddhist
Book of the Great Decease? Then again, the word ‘mneme’ used by Plutarch for
monument is a general term signifying a building or 8 monument raised to the
dead and has hardly any association with Buddhism.

As to the acquaintance of Trogus' Source with the Mahabharata, the proof
offered by Tam is too tenuous to deserve serious consideration. It is as follows:
Ptolemy, V11, 1.6, indebted to Trogus’ Source, calls the country between the In-
dus and the Ravi ‘Pandovuon or Pandaouon'. The same ward appears in the
form of Panda in the Bessarica of Dionysius. They are the Pagndava-Pandu of
the Mahdbharata. They do not appear in later history but belong §01€19 to the
epic. In consequence, Prolemy and Dionysius gct the name from some Greek
who knew the Mahabharata.

The fallacy of Tarn's argument. in the opinion of Roy, lies in the assumption
that the Pandavas did not appear in history In the post-epic times and that the
Pauravas occupying the Tegion between the Jhelum and the Ravi were a dif
ferent people. According to the epic the Pandavas were a branch of the Paurava
family and were in control of the Chenab-Ravi region. They were in occupation
of # in Alexander’s time and they are represented in the Tibetan version of the

Vinaya Pitaka, Mahguagga, VI, 1, as harassing King Pushkarasarin of Taxtla, &
contemporary of the Buddha.

k is creditable 10 Roy that Prof. Max Cary of the University of London
should have sent the following appreciation 1o him on reading his article: “{am¢
great admirer of Tam. ... But | admit that sometimes his evidence goes too far. an¢
| believe by your careful reasoning you have fairly caught him out on the ques”

ton of Trogus' Source. ... On the qQuestion of general method | quite agree with

you that it !s dangerous to assume that Trogus (or any other Greek or Roman
writer) continuously drew upon a single source."”

Artkamedu

A

ft would 2ppear from the bibliography of Roy’s wnitings, meticulously

Prepared t'>y M. TK.G. Nair, his long-time admirer and friend. that the critique
on Trogus’ Source was followed by a study on the Nanda Dynasty The paper
was contributed 1o the fourth session of the Indian History Congress. 1940 I
was however.not published in its Proceedings. Nor is his paper “A Study on En-
counter between Indian and Hellenistic Philosophy”, contributed to the Intem&®
tianal Congress of Orientalists which met at New Delhi in 1964, published in 1S
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made a study of the Buddhist influences which substantial-

3:::2:5?3 :h:l :pairI:oand technique of the Graeco-Roman and early Christian art
in the Near East. An article on his findings was published In 1956 under the cap-
y “Impact of Buddhism on Western Art.” It Is, however, not known where it
122 p:t;ﬁshed. The same Is the case with regard to a study he prepared on the
archaeological site at Arikamedu, (Pond‘ic‘herrv),’ suggesting fqr it, in oppositon
to Sir R.E. Mortimes Wheeler, a pre-Christian dating and ascribing the settlernent
to Alexandrian traders. Submitted to Prof. Max Cary for opinion, the latter
te to say: "I do not hesitate o accept your interpretation ?f the Arikamedu
:’u‘: as against Wheeler's. The stratification surely dates back in its earlier levels to

the B.C. period.”®

Agam in the fifties Roy contributed four lmporla.nt papers on Ancient India

the Societe Jean Bodin pour 1' histoire comparative, Brussels. These papers
o Civic Administration in Ancient India,” “Social and Economic problems of
were “Civic n “prvate Law in Ancient Indian Cities”, and “Indian Women in

X:tt:ia;uiltr;g’ab/iy best efforts have failed to trace the first two papers.

Private Law in Ancient India

“Private Law in Ancient Indian Cities” appeared in the Rescueils de la Societe
Jean Bodin, Vol. VIII (1954) pp. 65-96. The evidence of law is staring us in the face
at the very dawn of civilisation in India. The hoard of seals discovered at the
various sites of the Harappa civilisation bespeak contractual transactions. The
style of the residential houses conformipg to a s'et pattern in every particular
down to the size of the bricks emplqyed in the bunldipgs and the capacity of the
pots used by the citizens would testify to the centralised character of the policy
evolved in the cities. They witness a society governed by positive law and not

merely customs.

Although no legal code of the Maurya empire has come down to us, there is
no doubt of the prevalence of an elaborate legal system as India passed from the
prehistoric to the historical period. For some such system must have formed the
ultimate basis of the systems that came to dominate the various regions of India
after the fall of the Mauryas. The later systems, represgnted first by the so-called
Law Books or Dharmasastras and later by the legal Digests or Nibandhas. show,
despite their regional and unofficial origin, a basic unity in form and content
which would remain unexplained “except on the hypothesis that they drew their
inspiration from a definite body of juridical rules having supra-regional validity.”
Only a strong government like that of the Mauryas was capable of imposing a
system of rules on a vast sub-continent with its multiplicity of rules, sects and

local customs.



it was the declared object of the Mauryas to establish a homonoia .
(samavaya) by evolving a uniform system of law and legal procedure which
would serve as a bond between the various atoms Into which the society was
divided When Asoka declared. “All men are mv children”, he was not
repeating an empty formula, but was announcing a new political philosophy.
The effect of this philosophy was to accustom the Indians to a common set of
rules of good-life and to fix them so firmly in their psyche that they could not be
eradicated even after the disruption of the empire. In consequence, much of the
secular legislation found in the post-Mauryan Law Books was of Mauryan origin,
deriving its authentication from the positive law evolved during their rule. “The
so-called Law Book of Manu (2nd century A.D.), for instance, was extensively
drawn upon by the compendium ascribed to Narada c. A.D. 500), which,
moreover. based its claim to recognition on the fact of its having been but an
abridgement of Manu. Brihaspati—a work of the 6th century A.D.—not only
bases itself entirely on Manu but makes the bold assertion that whatever law or
practice deviated from Manu was to be regarded as void. That this was not a
mere pious wish of a private legist woud be evident from an official statement in
a land grant of the 6th century A.D., issued by the Valabhi King Dharasena Ii at.
testing the acceptance of Manu’s compendium as the code of the Valabhi State
since the beginning of that century. The work of Yajnavalkya, which was in the
main a rehash effected of Manu in the light of the changes that had taken place
since his time was destined for even a more successful career. The famous
Mitakshara. the legal digest officially compiled under the Chalukya King
Vikramaditya VI of the Deccan (A.D 1075-1127), was but an expanded ver-
sion of Yajnavalkya, which soon became the standard work not only in the Dec-
can but at Banaras and in greater part of Northern India.” The Law Books ddmit

King's commands as well as local customs such as thos
tions, inheritance, property,

in social life, as sources

e affecting family rela-
contract, In a word, all the legal questions that arise

of law. However, for Manuy as for the Hellenic
philosophers the King was but a god in the human shape. According to Ya:

jnavalkya, the rules framed by social or economic associations were valid as long
as they were in harmony with the King’s law. Brihaspati and Katyayana declared
that the King's law took precedence of not only local usages and customs but
even canon law. The doctrine was in keeping with the imperial tradition going
back to Maurya times. While dealing with the law and customs of the many
peoples that had been gathered into the empire after the Kalinga War, Asoka
boldly declared it to be his policy to respect only that part of the local law which
was not repugnant to the general law of the State. The Inevitable result of this
policy was the emergence of a legal koine, which even after the disappearance
of the Maurya empire continued to serve the needs of the States that arose on its
ruins and became the subject matter of the Brahmanical Law Books.

Among famlly relations, marriage was given considerable attention bv the
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was a means to get as many male children as
kers ?:: ‘tchaens!,;o':\sehold. Religlously, it was the only mode of en-
posslble w?:acriﬁces to the manes by the male issues, the earliest Law Books
suring offer olti n even to unions resulting from purchase, abduction and rape,
giving o oed in later legal literature. There was no freedom of marriage ex-
forme dlsapprovd forms: arrangement by parents of a virgin before the attain- .
cept in 2PBIOS nor;'ﬂc restrictions exercising a deterrent effect on any other
ment of puberty ecoof a wife was considered a crime equal to theft, for which a
form. The des;ﬂi: rt‘o be paid as fine. But the husband could repudiate a wife
large om0 nnection had led to the birth of a child, or where a wife has
when adulterous':: ofamlly for good, or is of choleric temper, wasteful and brings
cut herself o lt—{e ould stop intercourse with her if she gave birth to daughters
about aborflon. d ‘ Cbecomingly. But the woman was not entirely devoid of
only or behave dun d could dispose of certain forms of property coming under
rights. She ox;_:e alr:mcluded presents received from her parents and relatives,
her peculla. "hes® eived from her husband, alimony and earnings by her own
nuptia presen(;S re::o Brihaspati she could even inherit the entire property of her
Labc:)ur.:;c::’é ‘:\?ent of his dying without a son and provided that he was not liv-
usban

ing in a joint family.

Hindu legists. Econ

cts also, the family law, according
As n the casedof ::crin 9;': ::eh;;z:z?orfe;%z, “crude and refined ideas jostling
to modern standfr ‘;';w pc‘lter familias enjoyed unassailable authority over the
with each other ‘t Narada, he rules his family as a king rules his subjects.. His
farmily Accordin? 'cf)there is ;easonable doubt about his mental sanity. He could
power coaets ly k‘ d with his sons, even sell them, according to earlier texts,
do whateve’ hfe Ligden by later ones, and he could not dispose of the family
'h°:33;h§ni§ eoxrpulsion of an innocent son was a culpable offence.
pro '

r, showed a greater subtlety of conception.

The law 0:( ‘:;c:‘e)sgzr'\cr;o:\e::e legal texts tgr distinguish not only between
There & 2 ma(;' ; ssession but between various aspects of both. According to
ounership 4% poces of ownership include inheritance, purchase, partition,
Gautama the l“?::ed property. finding and acquisition of livelihood through
seizure of b Much thought is given by the legists to the concept of usucap-
legiimat® r::eam;;eral rule was accepted with notable exceptions that the lawful
tion, and e ie right over property if it is occupied by another and though pre-
owner forlers IS‘ ?aise any claim within ten years. But for usucaption to take
sent, he does ng claimed had to be in undisturbed posession of the claimant.
place the Prop® oy erty was sharply distinguished from the immovable which
;In.hf zzvta):l:d:; ep;tatés and plantations, fields, woods, houses, etc., and also

clu

rents accruing from them and income from a donation.
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“The ownership of landed estates”, in the words of Roy, “appears to have
been composed of three distinct levels of rights. First, we have the right of the
cultivator tenant who is entitled to five-sixth of tts produce; above him 1s the so-
called proprietor who usually holds from a political authority, royal or seignorial,
and whose rights vary according to the terms on which he has acquired his pro-
prietorship, but usually he Is entitied to no more than one-sixth of the produce
and any other royal or seignorial dues from the soil owned by him. At the top we
have the royal or the seignorial owner the ultimate reversionary of every form of
property, without whose permission no real estate can be transferred from one
proprietor to another. The extant land grants clearly indicate that such transfers
usually mean no more than the alienation of the king's or the seignor's share of
the income from the land, but not the tenancy rights.”

The most common type of property was that held by the Joint family, and #t
included not only movables but also land, houses, and other forms of im-
movables. Earnings of the members went to the common pool. if made with the
help of the family property. The joint family included. besides parents and
children. brothers and step-brothers, sometimes ascendants and descendants
down to many generations. The head of the family could not dispose of the
estate or any part thereof without the consent of the family members and had to
consult them in regard to acts relating to income and expenditure. Economic
changes, however, compelled the replacement of these views by more modern
ideas. According to these ideas the buyer was required to test a property before
taking possession. while the seller was held responsible if he used false weights,
artificially concealed any defect, or delivered a different anticle from the one
bargained for. Institutions of public utility were usually maintained with gifts of
money and grant of income from lands, houses, shops, plantations, etc.

Connected with the law of property is that of succession, and the only form
of succession thoroughly dealt with in the Digests was intestate succession, the
heirs being in the following order: sons born in wedlock, then the secondary
sons including the adopted, then the sons and then their sons. On thelr fallure
the legacy devolves on the agnates, which 1s the view generally held, though a

revolutionary note is sounded by Yajifavalkya and Narada investing the
daughter with the right of inheritance in the absence of sons.

There were elaborate rules governin
house, building or a shop,
Failure to return a rented p
adequately. Injury to prope
majeure. Transporters wer
the cargo by their own ne
tions were not 1o receive a

g the obligations arising from renting 2
all of which were included in the category of hire.
roperty on a fixed date had to be compensated for
1y had 10 be made good except in the case of force
e responsible and punishable for damage caused to
gligence. Employees failing to discharge their obliga-
Ny wages, or had to return double the amount recelv-
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ed. But the employer who refused to pay the stipylated wages wil.t‘l'xouth r:dason
may be compelled to make the payment. Usury was decried, r: ou.c_;d beamf
stipulates the maximum rate of interest of 60% per annum whic c?: : ex
ceeded when a particular risk was involved. The only guarar;tfjes of de twet;:
pledge and surety, hypothecation being unknown. psable pledges “frci;e ori ;
restored as soon as the yield from them equalled twice the am%unt o : ;ta)o ?h
clpal. Unusable pledges could be converted into usable pledges, far;1 '

became forfeit as soon as the interest in arrears reached the amount of the :):1}:1
cipal. The suretles could be held responsible not only for the payment of the
debt, but also for delivering the assets of the debtor and for his capacity to pay.

As to judicial procedure, the first item In the legal process was the plalr*:t,
which had to be set down in writing, together with the particulars about the
place, date and parties to the suit. It was subjected to a prellrr}inary e:;?n;]inatlk;n;
and could be summarily dismissed by the judge, if found de ectlre. 't e plain
was accepted, the judge issued summons to the defendant. The atter? arl)swer, A
also in writing, could be of four kinds; denial, admlssio_n. a fspef:la plea 011'
reference to a former judgment. Then followed the recording of evidence. ora
and documentary, and the citing of witnesses, direct and indirect, the latter be-
ing called for the authentication of the legal transaction under dispute. The ver-
dict was drawn up in writing and handed over to the victorious party under the
royal seal and the disputed properties under custody were returned to this party

together with the profits arising from them.

This in brief was the private law. in the evolution of which the cities played

an important part. The elaborately complex law relating to the transfer of pro-

perty and contractual obligations. features indissolubly bound up with the mer-

cantile class, were essentially urban innovations.

rs on ancient urban life created such a stir among the audiences in
Bruss.lzl]se t‘:\aaFt)eProfessor John Gillisen, Secretary, SOﬁieté Jean Bodin, wrote in
conveying the thanks of the Society that the reading “created very'great interest
as much By the novelty of the synthesis aQempted as by the precision of details,
It is a contribution very precious and original... Your contributions have made
possible a better understanding of the history of urban institutions .by re.a.sor?' 3{
the particular interest you have created in the development of Indian rities.” -

Woman in Ancient India

“Indian Women in Antiquity,” which appeared in the Recueils de la Societé



< India Past and Present

Jean Bodin, Vol. X (1956) traces the vicissitudes of the greatness and decay
womanhood has undergone in Ancient India. Given the exalted mystical
significance of womanhood, it was not possible for the Rigvedic society to con-
sign woman to an ignoble status. It was but natural that a poet should rise in such

a society In course of time bold enough to conceive the first principle of the

universe in the image of a woman. Such a concept is found in a song put in the
mouth of the mysterious being. Vak, who calls herself the queen of the universe,

presiding over all the forces ot nature and parading the whole earth and entire
heaven.

Yet the discovery of this subtle relation between the primeval principle of
the universe and feminine nature could in actualfact do little to stem the surging
mysogyny of the post-Vedic Law Books. The fact is paradoxical but not beyond
explanation. The Indian mind could not free itself from the primitive objection

that women, ‘being deeply embedded in nature, needed to be conquered and
controlled.

There were also other factors helping In the subjection of women. There
was, for instance, the belief that for viabllity beyond the grave a person needed
periodical offerings of food and drink by his descendants, and so steps were
taken against the falsification of descent. Rules were made penalizing feminine
infidelity, and virginity in the bride came to be regarded as an essential require-

ment for marriage. Before long, marriage before puberty became an established
practice as also succession to property in the male line.

. changing agriculture
e farming, dislodged her from the key-crafts

over which she had wielded control: “the chemistry of pottery and the physics of

spinning, the mechanics of the loom and the botany of flex and cotton.” Until at
last in the age of the Siitras the doctri

that woman is incapable of owning
was complete.
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In this economy there was no place for any eﬂduﬁ’:‘r‘;gmen&lg{me:

iestly classes the legxy of the whes‘ t!‘ibal and What h ) d this culmina-

:)nek ﬂs\z e ;:;lace. engaging in trade and business. Wha fi 5: e bishing

"oo : the King's law which in Asoka’s own words succez o e Theravada

t:  equa lity of all before the law. The family-law, for instanc tions of the period

cot\::::d fo women the highest possible righ's'(;r:e i:tsgri\': ;:)9 women donors

ntury A.D. record don =

o dzgrf::::?ngeﬁ; ' e of them being under the tutelage of a husband.

of inde '

father or any other relation.

sth C

urban Both these developments were
decay of economy. pm were
. monamhyllamieth; l:dias"s foreign trade and the consequent ;ut;’?:tl](ol::g?s the
e :3 ing classes. The result was the replacement o ngs

:f:t:mgrlant? plegalr uf:oges which sealed for ever the fate of Indian woma )
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Roy
tatus of Indian women,

the factors which. affected the s! o
These rll::lngnd fall of Indian womanhood in antiquity undler t:sal::ame
ol arried and unmarried, woman in public life, wom;m n p ,
Wom:: :: criminal law and woman in social and economic life.

wom N

wife
To take then first the question of the status tc;‘f t};‘e azr::(:l:o:\‘i::;zszh:f the
in the ho
is qiven an honoured place  the ! ) th
" the Rilgdve(rj\:l lai‘sgthe mother of her husband’s heirs. Contrasted \A;l‘th her._Shz
rpi mried girl who grows old in her father’s house is un appy‘:l
o :inr‘;aa home of her own except in the rare case of her (f;atgecrenst/‘ijng
coud noy z;‘v s her disabilities were few under urban economy (3r i ;Vs
sonless. Per a[.: A.D.), and some of the donors figuring in the inscript or(nis,th
B.C.1o O C:1: ur:avé t;e;en unmarried women. Spinsters no doubtt): inf:ree de
sald above, hyocls and the latter, whether Buddhist, Jain or any o ;z\r ¥ r:
religlous ;ls::le:mci’vers'al respect. Members of these sisterhoods not cir;alg df) na‘::/e
Corr\narln:.:tatees but could dispose of them as they Wisgeé- )Ofoﬁl‘eess than 16 are
0 3 i 2nd century B.C.) n
d on the Barhut railings (
records, four:nbgrs of the sisterhoods. In contrast, the posltif)n of the widow ﬁ:ﬁ
grantsfbil"f]'f::heved misery. Her very sight was said to bring mls‘;o‘:tdl;n: -
onr:a(r)riage was simply unthinkable; and if contracted, a remarrie o
re

’ allowed the status of a wedded wife. Widows may have enjoyed a life of
never

tive ease during the period of centralized monarchy, seeing that the
compara

i ici by its absence of widow-
i S Skanda Gupta is conspicious
EeflOd frOTT\eA;s)?:;iZ became i 2ly prevalant after the breakdown of the
urning.

urgeois economy in the status of
bo i t a general degradation

my. which brought abou i
Wi ' ICuriously the courtesan occupied the same place of honour in class
omen. . cal
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India as did the hetaerae in Periclean Athen

stitute, unknown beiore the time of Kalidas * But the lot of the common pro-

a, was unenviable.

. ! ) cords of the 2
women holding offices like those of Bhoiji, Ma:ab::ji C:rmr:rayh: 5, showing
rathini, terms

which suggest elective functionari
b es of villages or districts.
fle ;eofa::ysiu;ii:&r-keepers an'd mirabile dictu even o: c‘zl:\r:fa:: M 'Of-
Pt orlar ehxamp]es in the 4th century A.D. of able ir-in-chlef.
v ot ;)rad::’ 10 r}:xled over the Vakataka empire and of thqe ‘l?j“: t"{‘e
Prncess ,fm e 1,fw o r}xled conjointly with her husband Chandr CCB Sral
o aens i th a;;”ges o téhe hxstory of Kashmir and Orissa. W | wpal
ity the Sila Bhattaarika of the Rashtrakita la?nri'l]:‘:}wnh ot v
1 t ‘Nose writ ran

a“d Ma.l i er

Roy views the position of woma i

fomeh ! n in private law i j
unk:}:&, i]:atrszt:/ledai:t:omy .and inheritance. Altgg;zgarfhti%c:,uga, rela.:-
N ho"‘)evegre,t ;}t is advocated as the norm in post-Vedica:inage 1‘5
o el m.ama ove ! ebnorm was marriage after puberty, but b t:\e; "
Carents of the oo Ieg A gain became the rule. Marriage was :arran yd s -
e e ‘hz fe;th rict rules were observed as to the prohibited oo o
er and the mother. Ban on marriage with:m tsegmes e
e gotras is

In Vedic society the father and the moth
;t:nu.tesd;]:?memal ta(:‘u}l:aority. The rr?other was gra:t:a?l‘;p;i:;o:joge:a;f) )Oif;:_ly s,
ing, and any voice in :e any' say In .the education of the children or t;:;: ls' p?s’g-
3. and any voie | nangmg their marriage. The evidence i ctin
p of the children devolved on her on here htz::anﬂf lzg oo
nd's demise.
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the Brahmanical view that the wife, herself be-
ing a chattel, could not own anything. But the economy and political forces
brought about an improvement in women's position, and she ‘came to acquire
an absolute authority over her peculium. It is, however, difficult to determine the
share of the woman in the management of the family property. There are many
examples in the epigraphical records of women giving away both movable and
real estates, singly as well as jointly with their husbands. And there is no indica-
tion of prior permission having been obtained by the wife from the pater familias.
But the Hindu law, apathetic as it was to females, disallowed inheritance by the
daughter even when the father died sonless. Later, however, she was deemed
an heir after the son and the widow. And she had unassailable right to thé
mother's peculium. A widow was entitled only to maintenance. But there were
legists who held that she was entitled to a share as well equivalentto a son’s por-
tion. This reverted to the agnates of her husband after her death, since a widow

enjoyed only a life-interest in the inherited property.

family property was replaced by

Criminal law governing women centred mainly around sexual offences!
d abortion. And in all such cases the masculine accomplice was held
e. We learn from an inscription of the time of Ahavamalla of
992) that amputation of the nose was the penalty imposed on
an adulteress, while her accomplice was put to death. The Law Books show a
distinct Brahmanical bias in grading the punishment according to the caste of the
offender. Thus, for committing adultery with the wife of an Aryan, a Shudra had.

an, while a Brahman offender was let off with a fine of 500 coins if

to lose his orga
the woman was a willing partner, and with double that amount if she was forced
for a Kshatriya and a Vaishya,

against her will. Severer punishment was in store
involved in similar cases. The destruction of the foetus, committed by a woman

or a man, was equally punishable with banishment. But capital punishment
awaited a woman, murdering her child or her husband.

adultery an
equally responsibl
the Deccan (A.D.
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Mortimer Wheeler

The appointment of Mortimer

Wheeler, an eminent British archaeologist,
as Director General ushered in a n

ew era.

Fls first task was that of re-studying Indus cities with a view to determining
their sociological

character. His discovery of the flood-wom remains of a citadel
exploded the pre

vailing myth of the non-military character of the Indus cities. To
establish inter-relationship between India and the West with the aid of the

Roman coins and other matieral that would surface while digging. he selected
for the purpose Arikamedu. We have already referred to the interpretation by
Roy of that material. Another service of Wheeler was the transformation of “the
entire character of the excavation methods followed in India by subordinating
them to stratigraphical control and analysis conformably to the best international

standard.” His tenure of office as Director General is one of the most eventful in
the annals of Indian archaeology

Roy had pressed so much material into the production of the book and

estimated with critical acumen the services of each and every scholar who had
anything to do with Indi

an archaeology that the book evoked the following
tribute from Professor Tucci: “1 have perused your book with great interest ad-
miring your achievement in collecting such a mass of material in so small a com-
pass.”10

Modern India

Knowing as he did the National Archives as the palm of his hand, Roy
possessed first-hand knowledge of

British India. He compiled an entirely new
study of the Black.Hole episode on the basis of hitherto unpublished and
unknown material, collected by him from the Fort St. George archives, India
Office and the Dutch archives. This study was awaiting publication. He wrote a
biographical study of the Rani of Jhans; on the basis of her own correspondence
in Marathi and in English translations as well as other contemporary records. He
Prepared a disquisition on the Gandhi-Irvin Pact on the basis of new material
avallable among the late Home Department records; and his work on Nain
Singh, the famous explorer responsible for placing Tibet and greater part of Asia
on the map, was hearing completion. Mr. T.K.G. Nair, however, searched for
these works in vain. | also regret | have not been able to obtain a copy of
his paper “A Critique of the Sources of the Economic History of India during ‘hf
Eighteenth and the Nineteenth Century.” contributed by him to the Economic
History Conference held under the auspices of the Dethi School of Economics in
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f the value of the Survey

96 as prese in this paper an assessment of the \ : _

1962 He b irs :ste: f:nrst hand source of economic history. Roy's collabora
of India’'s memo

ist, i ledged by the latter
: i ted anthropologist, is acknowledge: Y
tion with Vkim;;: Eg?,:&:hi{g;!;ndér, Myths of Mid India, and Religion of an
in his boo e

Indian tribe.

“The Surat Firman”, contributed to the Prof.
Among his pu.b h.She(.iﬁlr)sat%ei‘:h;:;eCeIebration Volume (Madras, 195}10 ) 'Rpp
C.S. Srinlvasachari Slxts;)e ause the Imperial Mughal Grant, of whic ogf)
225:31 1 of interbs fi stcrecognitibn by the strongest military powe‘r i;\ ldn‘dl‘a:J :5
r " a
' ndian seas. As the British empire in In
the British naval su;?ren;a(ctilena‘?i:slh sea power, the docum‘ent may be regz ‘tﬁ‘:
essentially the creat.l o { that empire. It is however curious that noneh A
as marking the begxnnmgdoto the document has a clear notion aboyt either irs
writers who have refe“':s leading to its issue. Roy attempts to ascertain thtessehtc:) w
date or the circumstaacl of the documents of the period. The documen Bse how
cumstances ith th‘al6elg the terms of the tready presented by Captal“b d after
that on 10 October were agreed to by the GovemoAr.of Ahmeda .ah aher
behalf of the Company These terms laid down the conditions for Englis fa:h
three days’ conferentceAhmedabad, Goga or in any other Di_m or parts of l se
in the cities .Of SuraG. at Mughal's dominions. The confirmation Of,the aﬂ‘;e
country witbm the rse within the stipulated time. In the n?ean»‘{hnle. t (é:i tohre
however. did 7o arlrl‘eons to dispute the passage of the English ships. Bucti nn e
tuguese sent four gat nsued the English ships put the Portuguese squar on S
naval ?rr;‘countce; stshzf tehe English pleased the Mughals. The farman was receive
flight. The suc

by the English on 20 February 1613.

speaks, constitutes the

Pranpurl

du Mystic”, East and West
o M d Adventures of a Hin

In his arnclf (11;?;256; npp- 332-34, under the nom de p:]qme o‘f) rLéJ:]y;ls;s
(Romej, Vol. M unts the astonis;hing story of Pushpap'aram?'ftzl;irms). Thic
Young, Roy reco ‘Urdhvabahu Tapasvi {the ascenc'thh upli d arms). this
popularly. known f:by him by reason of his holding his arms in a fixed p

was a name earne

. . joined a Hindu

his parental roof at the age of 9. While at Bnh.:tr't::: )‘?'em; e caided to
from under f® P ht him the tenets of his sacred lore'_ he believed, would
ascetic who taugld 1o lead a life of self-mortification which, he 'ehls feot. for a
renounce the Weo:‘o God. He took a vow to be perpetuaPVBC":: he did ot like
bring him near ither sitting nor lying down to rest.

lve years nei spot. He would rather be

period of twe inq his time rooted to the same spol ew
the idea of ;z;::\l;gas lhe did to replenish his mind with knowledge of n
peripateﬂC,
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The appointment of Mortimer Wheeler, an eminent British archaeologist.
as Director General ushered in a new era.

His first task was that of re-studying Indus cities with a view to determining
their sociological character. His discovery of the flood-wom remains of a citadel

exploded the prevailing myth of the non-military character of the Indus cities. To

_ establish inter-relationship between India and the West with the aid of the
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Roman coins and other matieral that would surface while digging. he selected
for the purpose Arikamedu. We have already referred to the interpretation by
Roy of that material. Another service of Wheeler was the transformation of “the
entire character of the excavation methods followed in India by subordinating
them to stratigraphical control and analysis conformably to the best international

standard.” His tenure of office as Director General is one of the most eventful in
the annals of Indian archaeology

Roy had pressed so much material into the production of the book and
estimated with critical acumen the services of each and every scholar who had
anything to do with Indian archaeology that the book evoked the following
tribute from Professor Tucci: *] have perused your book with great interest ad-

miring your achievement in collecting such a mass of material in so small a com-
pass.”t0

Modern India

Knowing as he did the National Archives as the palm of his hand, Roy

ge of British India. He compiled an entirely new
study of the Black.Hole episode on the basis of hitherto unpublished and
unknown material, collected by him from the Fort St. George archives, India
Office and the Dutch_archives. This study was awaiting publication. He wrote a
aphical study of the Rani of Jhansi on the basis of her own correspondence
in Marathi and in English translations as well as other contemporary records. He

Prepared a disquisition on the Gandhi-lrvin Pact on the basis of new material
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- dispatches to the Governor General in Calcutta. They were delivered to Warren

Hastings.

Pranpuri was universally revered as much for his saintly character as for the
fascinating tales of his travels which he related with gusto. Among those who
cultivated his friendship were the Governor General himself, the Tashi Lama of
Tibet, the King of Nepal. Ali fbrahim Khan of Banaras, Jonathan Duncan who
jater became Governor of Bombay and Samuel Turner, the explorer.

Rammohan Roy
ﬂ

Under the same pen-name of Ulysses Young, there appears another article
of Roy in East and West. Vol. V (1954-55) pp. 300-03. entitied “Rammohan
“In this article he inquires into the reasons for the apathy among his coun-
Rammohan's teachings. They are to be sought, according to
Roy, in the novelty of the doctrines he preached and the revolutionary character
of the reforms he advocated. If Rammohan was far in advance of his coun-
trymen in his own day. Roy reasons, he is scarcely less so now: “already one
hears talks on the need to go back to the Vedic age and resuscitate its vanished
glories.” Rammohan found the most effective civilizing force in the brotherhood
of inter-dependence of individuals no less than of nations, and never in the isola-
tion of independence. “When we have to depend”, he used to say, “by the very
condition of our existence upon all things and all beings in nature, is not the fiery
love of national independence a chimera? In society, individuals are constantly
driven by their weakness to seek help from their neighbours, above all if the
neighbour happens to be stronger than they. Why then should a nation have
the absurd pride of not depending on others?” This of course did not mean that

he wanted any nation to subject itself to a reactionary power.

Roy"
trymen today to

Further he saw in the political subjection of India to Britain the possibility of
nt of life, an advantage which escaped his countrymen and the con-
“Conquest”, he used to declare, “is very rarely an evil when the
conguering people are more civilized than the conquered, because the former
bring to the latter the benefits of civilization.” He once told the great French
scientist Jaquemont that in the blind patriotism of his youth as a young man he
hated Europe, the mistress of his native land, and detested the English and
above all their gifts. Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes! But sinee that day he had
learnt more about the benefits which have followed the establishment of the
British power and had come to regard it as beneficial to India. “National
independence,” he remarked, “is not an absolute good. The object, the goal, so
to say, of society is to secure the happiness of the greatest possible number, and
when left to itself a nation cannot attain this object when it does not contain

enrichme
querors alike.
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within itself the principles of future progress, it is better tor it that it should be -

guided by the example and even by the authority of a conquering people who
are more civilized.”

He also bore a high regard for the democratic principles in lslam and the
unique ethical ideals he found in Christianity. “l presume to think,” he once
said, “Christianity if properly inculcated has a greater tendency to improve the
moral, social and political state of mankind than any other 1eligious sg}stem."
Rammohan's ultimate aspiration, adds Roy, was to see India fully Anglicized,

speaking English and turned Christian, and asks: “How many of his countrymen
will find this ideal worth striving for?”

Another reason for Rammohan's unpopularity is his over emphasis of
religion and the store he laid by the ancient texts. But he was capable of com-
plete detachment from religious texts as for instance when he deposed evidence
before the parliamentary committee in 1832. Comments Roy: “Here he hadn't
to descend to the mental level of his opponents but plead for his objective, pure-
ly on principle and from considerations of pub'ic good. He declared the Sanskrit
system of education as best calculated to keep the country in darkness.” But he
found in religion the most potent civilizing force and most of his outward
religious activities were conducted to carry through his practical aims. He had
realized the importance of religion as a factor in the development of human
civilisation. “He understood,” adds Roy, “that the right course was not to sup-
press it, but refine and simplify it; to use it as a means to serve social equality and
fraternity as well as political emancipation. His Brahmo Samaj was a noble effort
to translate into concrete reality his philosophy of universal humanism which

was arrived at by a synthesis of the essentials in all great systems of thought in
the world."”

And for ever ahead of his times, Rammohan was already thinking of a
United Nations Organisation capable of solving the problems of international
politics. Accordingly, writing to Talleyrand in 1832, he asserted that
cosmopolitanism is not an utopian ideal, but a practical programme capable of
translation into reality. And he profoundly observed: “The accurate deductions
of scientific research lead to the conclusion that all mankind are but one great
farnily of which the numerous nations and tribes existing are only various bran-
ches.... (There is) supreme need to encourage and facilitate human intercourse
in every manner by removing all impediments to it in order to promote the
reciprocal advantage and enjoyment of the whole human race.” As a practical
means by which this goal can be reached, he suggested the establishment of a
congress composed of equal number of members from the Parliament of each
country, a congress to which all matters of political or economic difference were

to be submitted. the decision of the majority being binding on all. The Chairman of

* 2

Is
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i lace of the meeting

' lected by each nation in tum and the p
. ﬁodg waswtl?hb::ch year. In this proposal Roy finds a practical solution by
::slchoth:rlyarger needs of an international soclety could be harmoniously recon-

ciled with the sentiment of geographical nationalism.

d in The Hindustan Standard
article on Rammohan Roy appeare ‘ _
C le:e)COZr}IdSep(ember. 1955, under the caption ‘Ramrpohan Roy and the
U:it‘;uofa Mankind.” | regret 1 have no access to this paper in Bombay.

Tatya Tope and the Mutiny

i he periodical
“ " s a biographical essay. Roy contributed it to t
Taty;l :jr'o';;: li;57. ngas a by-product of his larger work on the Rani of
e o mbased on Tatya's own writings available at the National Archives
Jhans! ith:, alforeign and Political records as well as the records of the rebel
among

government seized by the British army at Kalpi.

finest characters of the Movement of 1857. He started

Taty:lw:smor;:g; ‘::; the last Peshwa’s household, with hardly any political

as 2 b r :\ilitary training; he rose equal to the military challenge andv

expenerce of the most formidable military leaders. Tatya along with Nana,

emerged ashm:iebeen compelled to join the mutineers against their will. But once

hlis mta;rtee\: inatheir lot with the latter, they decided to offer the British as stiff a
they

fight as possible.

' defeated by Havelock in July, the initiative passed
Wher;: N?:?: :a?rzé’n\:’::t he began performing prodigies of valour. Having
to Tatya.d r:}: e celebrated Gwalior Contingent to join him, he appeared at
persuade his base of operations at Kalpi. At Kanpur he inflicted a crushing
Kanpur fro:\ nemy forces under Windham. Though the losses were retrieved
defeat on t “9 teh ¢ British found it difficult to dislodge him from the ground he had
by Campbel -i ave him a rremendous edge over the enemy. “Kalpt on the right
chosen. Kag . na, in the hands of the rebels,” wrote Sir Hugh Rose, a compe-
bank of the f‘tll:“ sit'uaﬂonv “prevented the concentration of the British armies of
tent judge oh ‘: se of the East of India. It also exposed to attack from the line of
the West wit . :rm engaged in the operations against the insurgents in the
the Jumnflrt eo ) theyG anges, Oudh and Rohitkhand. And as long as Kalpi was
Dobztl) thTo::_;ethe enemy had it in their power to say that East and West of India
rebel, sO ::

i tre was theirs.”
might be British, but the pivot of the cen

to Incite them against
the sympathy of the people it was necessary
h grci)tiz::'mand scs: Tatya issued a proclamation to the princes and people of
the '
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India that Nana was solicitous of defendin
enemies of the faith of the people and of restorin
dominions. But the defection of the Raja of Char
prevented him from blocking the entry of the By
rebel country and investing the fort of Jhansi.
Hugh, succeeding in out-generalling Tatya, co
This was his biggest set-back. Tatya wanted to
in the engagements which followed he was disa
ing reduced to a handful, he escaped into Raj
Nawab joined him en masse. He overran J
Indore when he was compelled by General
Baroda. He was intercepted by British roops there and he withdrew to
Banswara. Driven to bay, he fought a losing battle at Sikar in January 1859.; and
though at every turn he baffled the attempts of the British to capture him, he
could no longer elude the enemy. He sought asylum with his erstwhile friend,
Man Singh of Narwar. But the latter handed him over to the British. At a court

martial held at Sipri, he was condemned to be hanged, and the sentence was
executed on April 18.

g to the princes their respective
khari delayed Tatya. This delay
itish troops into the heart of the
Jhansi fell on April 5, and Sir
mpelled him to evacuate Kalpi.
make a stand before Gwalior, but
strously dufeated. With his follow-
putana. At Tonk the troops of the
halawar and was about to storm
Michel to deflect his course towards

Tatya's conduct was dignified to the very end. “l only obeyed,” he
declared, “in all things that I did, my master, the Nana's orders upto the capture
of Kalpi, and afteywards those of Rao Saheb (his nephew). I have nothing to
state except that | have had nothing to do with the murder of any European,
men, women, or children: neither had | at any time given orders for any one to
be hanged.” He could not be charged with lese-majesty. He was never a British
subject. He was fighting an alien power under the orders of his own sovereign.

Roy has done justice to Tatya without being carried away by the emotion

with which the whole country was charged at the time he was writing this article,
the hundreth anniversary of the great uprising.

Royapphathesamecoldlogictothecause;ohhé uprising and its nature in
his review of J.A.B. Palmer's The Mutiny Outbreak ot Meerat in 1857
(Cambridge, 1966) in IESHR, Vol. X1 (1974), pp. 314-26. “There has been no
weakening of erudite theorizing on the problem,” he says, “yet the fact remains
that most of the theories in the field tend to fight shy of some of the basic ques-
tions regarding that momentous event.” For one thing, the theory which finds
the most potent cause in the sepoys’ homror at the prospect of using the new
cartridge, reportedly greased with cow's or Pig’s fat, fails to explain why on the
outbreak of the revolt the same sepoys did not hesitate to use the self-same car-
tridge. Nor did its use, which had become the established practice, act as a deter-
rent on the flow of recruits to the Bengal Army as a result of the agitation long
carried on in its usual recruiting grounds, such as Oudh. As 1o the other

g rinduism and Islam against the ¢ ' grievances of the Sepoys.

" almost in every case, consis
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besides the cartridge which according to another \fnew,

he tip of the iceberg, there is not a single mention, Roy sa::r,iod aor:;'
was only the ll: oluminous correspondence which the sepoys carrie
grievance In FA¢ ‘l,( f the ‘Mutiny’ and also thereafter. It is also fashionable to
before the outbrea ;:) a peasant rising, fighting to recover their long-lost rights
describe the outbr_ilz_; a:; u?nent is untenable for the simple reason that for the
as  social clas;.e es wgere Brahmans. The Brahmans and othgr hl-gher castes
mos! pan“t hzd .po: to handle the plough”. They preferred service in the army
generally “di im:f any kind. What is more, if the movement was a peasant
to manual worrt of the energy of the sepoys would have been devoted ‘t‘o
upsurge, 8 P diord class with the extinction of the British control over t ?
liquidate the lan orerated. Land-grabbing there was, but it was on the part o
areas where they opto make good the losses they had suffered thanks to tlﬁe
the larfdlordf tl:ym?tlement. In fact some of the peasants, as in Oudh, actually
erstwhllet Bfr ltt}imseirs\iay to return to their former landlords the very holdings over
went out o

which they had acquired ownership rights.
| cannot be identified as a popular revolution. As
The Sep'(l)ly r::Isot];l:t]er::aellfizrderound the standards of the taluqdars, they were
regards he ¥ o8 retainers owing them personal loyalty or their clansme,f\ tied
either thelt [O9e° bonds of kinship. “Such men followed:their leaders,” says
to ther by str;)r\]g f the question whether the latter were on the British side or
Roy, “reckths lttbelo On the other hand, the villagers, who on their own took
on that of thg r o s.d the plundeﬁng that marked the course of the rebellion
part In the Klling on ted of common brigands or predatory classes like the
Pasis or the Mewatis. These classes abhotred any kind of orderly
Gujars, the = d were- ever ready to fight in any cause wherg th'ere was a
SOV e eaping. In pursuit of this instinct, they played no partisan’s part, but
p“fp;du?:nrzztpll;%arﬁality robbed alike the straggling European running for his
with the

life or the sepoy carrying off his booty."”

1857 In India is sometimes compared to 1789. “A vawningblgu“ n?f

. difference,” declares Roy “separates a crowd which as_sem es only
qualitative f fishing in troubled waters from one genuinely inspired by a
for the pulprS‘l2 ‘to nary impulse. There is no evidence whatsoever that either
profouéxsdol;egrz :al::)ry classes provided revolutionary militants or sympathisers in
brigan

the French Revolution of the 18th century.”

Economic History

elp being drawn to ecoromic history which was beginning to

Roy could not hf some of the best minds in India. Apart from the paper he

claim the attention 0
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read at the Economic History Conterence under the auspices of the Delhi
School of Economics, to which reference has already been made, one of his first
attempts in this direction was his contribution to the Asian History Congress,
Delhi in 1961, entitled “From the Ganga to the Volga—the History of an
Ancient Trade Route.” An ancient route, connecting poeple “nourished by the
Divine Ganga with the races favoured by the mighty Volga.” has been described
by classical writers, who came to India in Alexander's train or shortly thereafter.
Spanning the 1156 mile distance from Pataliputra to Taxila, the road ran from
the latter city to Bactria (Balkh), then a great international trading centre. This
was the trysting place of caravan routes from different parts of Asia and Europe.
One of these routes led to the left bank of the river Icarus which flows into the
Oxus. Here the merchants would get into ships, which would carry them down
the Caspian Sea and via the river Cyrus in Baku to the source of the river
Phasis and so to the Black Sea, and offer their wares for sale to the people of
South Russia. The remaining merchants would proceed to the north-western
shores of the Caspian Sea where they would be met by other people who would
carry their wares to the Greek cities of the Crimea and to the interior of Russia.

The existence of this route, described by Patrocles and Aristobulus who
followed Alexander and confirmed by Varro (116-27 B.C.) has been doubted
by some modern historians like Tarn on the‘ground that at present the Oxus
joins the Aral and has no connection with the Caspian. The vicissitudes of the
Oxus have been summarized by Kropotkin in his famous study, The Old Bed of
the Oxus. Suffice it to say that Arrian, consular legate under Hadrian (A.D.
76-138), not only testifies to the fact of the Oxus flowing into the Casplan but
speaks also of many small forts whose object was obviously to protect the trade
passing from the Caspian to the Phasis and vice-versa. Rome was trying to con-
trol the Caspian route with a view to attracting the overland trade from India,
over several items of which India exercised a virtual monoply: silk and silken
fabric, figured textiles and diverse kinds of wares made of cotton, spices and
medicinal plants like the Rhubarb, called in antiquity ‘Rha-Barbarum” (Rha, the

ancient name for the river Volga, and Barbarum from Barbarike, a place in
Sind), jewellery and items of toreutic art.

Along with the usual articles of trade, Indian artistic Influences reached
distant climes thanks to this well-worn route. As an instance in point, Roy draws
attention to the find of a gold-front plaque of a triangular shape representing the
Indo-Iranian Sun-god, seen full-face in a chariot with horses separated in two
groups in order to show the epiphany of the god. The earliest representation of
the Sun-god with the same lconographic features is on a Bodh Gaya railing of
the second century B.C. The concept which is found in the Vedas was
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appropriated by Buddhism and carried as far west as the South Russian step:o;
A‘:\p thpr articularly Indian feature displayed by the plaque is the portray
ﬁgtzes'elnpslmple elevation In open violation of the classical rule of perspective.

» in the magnificent religious
a characteristic Indian influence
;c;sussia in the Middle Ages. This feature is the enlargement of
ta!? tha:s‘:‘z;:l?r?g figure to a scale far greater than that of the figures surrounding
e ou

f the
i . the vertical perspective in the distribution of
. Other features arc "the 1 oefometrlcal mingling up of human figures with the

ound, and the preference of the frontal to the
beyond the conception of the classical artist.

Roy also tr

volumes in space, the almost g
objects constituting their backgr
lateral pose " These features are

e material for the economic history of the

Aoy neXtt dellvéemd gz:ptl:egrs:t:;fﬂ to Professor Mrs. Dharma Kumar of the
Soe DlSmlC ?Economics for her kind coutesey in giving me information ab‘?ut
O oh emobodying this material, which she deservedls‘;‘ terms “an
e o rk of Indian scholarship”. “At his death,” she writes, “Sourin Roy
e o leted an annotated edition of select materials on the economy
had near:;l Zog.fm’cts (1800-1827). The major part of these are two surveys, one
of the Cece Munro between 1802 and 1806, and the other by Colin Mackenze
o Thomta:'s.e;ine“‘d assistants between 1809 and 1814. This material was sup-
and b d by materials culled from the correspondence between the Madras
D et d the Court of Directors, the proceedings of the Government of
GOVanmer:; z?the regional collectorates. The copious notes written by Roy are
e by the meticulousness, depth and range of his scholarship, and are
m::;s:blzyto eﬁl historians of South India. It is a targedy that he could not com-

plete the biographical notes on officials....”

ht out in this work was a “Note” he
o p‘ei;:arwi:le t}::'eaprtr;s:\e:ﬁilAbrgzge Document on Delh§ Wheat-prices
published ’un IESHR, Vol. IV (1972), pp. 91-99. Professor W.S. Jevons had .
1763-1835" in h eri’odicitg with which cdmmercial crisis occurred in England
been §truck tl)y ft lg i, 10Y2 years and was wondering if this regularity co_pld have
at an interval O By 1875 he had collected'enough evidence to show that all
natural causes. 2y os fell into a regular series of decenntal cycles. It was
s a close colncidence between these cycle::3 and the \:}\;‘nt
G iod calculated by meteorologists like Lamont and rown. a
spot periods as be proved was the causal character of the coincidence. This
now remained to tte‘:npted by Sir William Herschel, while Carrington had also
had already beenbt:n without detecting any coincidence. Undeterred, Jevons
deoane nt:: t;::n;m influence which is disguised in Europe may show off in other
reaso

known instances of cris
temarkable that there wa
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latitudes and turned to India as likely to fulfil the requirement. He had already

been impressed by the Hunterian theory of the periodicity of Indian famines
leading him 1o inquire into the possibility of finding a correlation between the
years of scarcity in India and those of depression in Europe. When, therefore, in
March 1879, he lighted upon a table of prices covering the entire period of
1763-1835. in a paper by Rev. Robert Evgrest. published in 1843 and found, to
borrow Roy's words. “that the curve which these prices represented readily coin-
cided not only which the curve of solar radiation but with that of commercial
cnses as well, he felt that, at long last, he had reached the end of his quest. ..

here then was the confirmation of his theory that the relation between the solar
cycle and the decennial cycle of crises was a causal one.”

Jevon's theory, however, laboured un
the commercial crises in England occurre
anticipation of the high prices in Delhi.
ly started in areas far away from Delhi
for instance, that the great famine occu

der one serious difficulty, namely,
d simultaneously with or even in
But scarcity conditions, he argued, usual-
and took time to travel. It is wel] known,
red in 1769 but did not make itself felt at

English crisis was in 1772-73 While

“Drain” and Industrial Revolution

The view had come to hold the field that
of the main streams of that accumulated capital in England which ignited the
Industrial Revolution. Roy, however, was not the person to be persuaded to
climb aboard a bandwagon. He applied his mind to the question and stated the
results in a paper which he read at a semiar held under the auspices of the

profits from Indian trade was one

the article.

"Karakorum Pass, touching a spur O

frontier. To establish the claim o

Sourindranath Roy-Archivist and Historian

Frontier Policy

could not see eye to eye with our

D and if;to;:sf;;r;:;cp:?:ty tt?: ?oreign policy of a country fcf)rl{l)ows “:

Palcy ks ver much each succeeding government masi dlfferle a:; s

retocesto ho‘:e:;:\ with its domestic affairs. Our frontier po g:, z:te ?he  of

B e could t%\elp being patterned on that of the latte;.{ - slg @ the fact

:::tBﬂr\‘g;h\;:i?l:ilg r:::)t run beyond the foot:ill; ofrt t:eE ;Astss:\r: N (;r;\-an ge ta,n  was

e North-

o C':\‘eri?: ea?iﬁ?eﬁi%::sgrggtng tt}}::t!g;:ntalayas along the so-called Mcmahon

tier shoul )

ing from the
i ribe a crescent which, starting
Line. On the North e s ShOUIdf ?::CKuen Lun mountains and running south,

i - h Line of the

i llowing the Johnson-Ardag ‘ .
efgt,f(:: 'Bf:i)ti:h Government to this frontier, S|.r Olaf
in the Foreign and Political Department, hfxd in thg
Caroe. the Deputy Secxelc dinary procedure with the connivence, it

. to a truly extraor i
late thirties rec?u}?em;haer authorities. In giving the account of the ?mlaf;:h
would seet?, 2 1t4)e as Karunakar Gupta says in his Spotlight on Sino-In .
ference ((.1913“ 1082 . 29, Aitchison's Treaties, Vol. XIV (1929) had observed:

rontiers (Calcutta. ’

itish Plenipotentiaries met in
“ f Tibetan, Chinese and Bri tin
Rt Conzefg:ie c;bout a settlement in regard to matters on -then S(;n‘o
a0 ain andga tripartite convention was drawn up and li;‘mla et n
ﬂgb;;iar;hfrogi\ie;.ese Government, however, refused to permit their Plenipoten
1914. The Ch !

tiary to proceed to full signature.

would enclose the Aksai Chin r

i j ds how Olaf
to know from the India O'ffxc_g recor
Karu{lakal’ _GfUP(&:a cr::ies of the original Aitchison’s Treatie.s.f \l{o:i. \);gr\s’i ::
oy “arrangeh% :\‘;m from the libraries, and replaced them by a fake
19319 toi:aep::t oft 1929." In the “faked version” the above original e was
with an passag

changed so as to read:

, Chinese and Tibetan Plenipotentiaries was
uln 1913 a C?nt;ereal:‘cz::m negoﬂate an agreemem as to the interna-
baetr:vith particular regard to the relations of the three Govem(;

d to the frontiers of Tibet both with China and India. m;rl :t:g;o:\i?:w
e sothe conference under the presidency of Sir Het:y'l'lbet which was
negottiraiﬁm:me Convention between Great Britain, Chifm:h an o ;;arties bty
up a tnpa in 1914 by the representatives of the )
initalled In Simlaelnnt however, refused to rafity the agreement, by tl}:eir ref:es:l
Chinese G&vey:‘s:;ves‘ of the benefits which they were tz 02:1: etse e::::mn.
depriving the ition that Tibet was under -

definite recogn )

among which \::::e: t to permit a Chinese official with a sm;:blewc:scoxor:etv :x
o :i?d a;oagr men to be maintained at Lhasa. The Convention was.
ceeding

convened in Sim
tional status of Ti
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n ] ? - N l v, . ‘2 1 .

True, McMahon Lin
e h
ad been secretly agreed to as Indo-Tibetan boun

dary by the British
2nd Tibetan delegates. But the agreement did
not form part

of the proceedi
ings of the Cont

and the Sirmls Coovenieerence. The inclusion of th

show that they are bif::i?on.‘” the revised volume was QOL": Mahon Line nates

the North-West Fronnerng in International law. Neither did usly intended to

himse¥, “form part of the‘ on the admission of the W' a consideration of
functions of the Confetence.” (Zi? LOfg pordinge

: . p. 32

In the course of his

original versi .rese”‘:h in the India

gl vrson of Ahior's Tcais, Vol X1Vt remd edron o

speeches, even going to (:’“' And though Nehry counseg :msed edition had

though Aksai Chin was sh e extent of saying ( August-see moderation in his

always been under challen OWN as our territory in India ptember 1959) that

help falling for the Johnso ge and not a blade of grass n maps. that area had

West Frontier. n-Asdagh Line which ir\ciudedg,:\;\:a;?g;e‘ he could not
in as our North-

fault with this rigi

gid attitude

September 26, 1959 for is it De:::,iamems that in his letter to Chou En Lai of
[R)

iIndia, p. 1887 N ber 14, 1
propesa (of St o Mesmmaps ey " 958, 88 quoted in China Inuades
to the Chinese Foreign O?{(i:donald delimiting the Noﬂhnallmp:essson that the
Nortnern Fromior o it on March 14. 1899) ex est Frontier, hanced
east of Longitude 80° East ak region ran along the K’;p icitly asserted that the
that the whole of Aksai C{‘_where i met the Eastern :2 Lun range to a point
protest, the authors of th ‘“.lay in Indian ‘erriroty " T undary of Ladak and
tenback) had discovered f‘ Himalayan Battegrou yd wenty years ere Roy’s
(Peking and Delhi”, The _; at the Nme‘ of 1899 h:d‘ {Flsher, Rose and Hut-
They had also discOVereémes Literqry Supplement (Satd nothing of the sort.
Karakorum pass. the Chinese boundary :;f;i Ja?u?g"gz‘ 1964}
er o 2 on the

The Report of
the Offi
Republic of Chin ficials of the G
a on the Bounda overnment of India
ond the People’s

Indian case, w ry Q ,
, was admired i uestion {New Delhi
it as worthy of an O in the West, and i, 1961}, presenti
xford Colle . and Caroe has gone o ! nting the
n record describing

of the Kuen Lun ra
. n e' t
south of Suket,” thte ﬁ::k farthest point South in Si
Y erected a boundary pillar ninki:gg DS "64 miles
2. The evidence

~
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appeared conclusive. Referring to this event G.F. Hudson could abserve In his
contribution to Far Eostern Affairs (14th issue of St. Antony’s Papers): "there is
u) dynasty China ever attempted to

‘no evidence that under the Ching
er words, they accepted the Kuen Lun range

come further south than this. In

as the frontier.” Hudson,
author of the article in TLS has pointed out. “64 miles south of Suket is not the

Kuen Lun range at all: 1t Is, in fact, the summit of the Karakorum Pass on the
very crest of the Karakorum range, asa careful look at 2 good map (on 3 scale

not smaller than 1:1,000,000} will show”

nald Line of 1899 had neither

When it was objected that the Macdo
' the article had no difficulty in pro-

Qeographlcai not historical basis, the author of

viding both: (TLS. Feb. 6, 1964).
It is not known if Roy was aware of the 2 ance of this article in 7LS. But
- arshalled reinforces the conclusion of

the cartographical evidence that Roy has mar
TLS article that the Karokorum ranae marked the Indo-Tibetan North-West

frontier. A closes {ook therefore is necessary at the Johnson-Ardagh Line, a for-
ward line which we have inherited from the British. I had been put out of court,
Roys says, py the then General Staff: it was difficult to defend qnd was

strateg‘lcaﬁy useless. ~
Recent Trends in Research

Since independence there has been 2 spate of publications on modem
survey thereof in his article “Recent Trends in

Indian history. Roy atterapts 2
odern Indian History.” UA. Vol. XV (1963-64),

indian Research Activities in M
p. 54-70). Many of these were inspired by a sense of patriotism and set

themselves the task of administering a corrective to British.official writings. It was
believed that the Buitish official writings were produced with no other object than
to promote imperial interests and were suffering "“from distortion and suppres-
sion of truth, biassed judgment and wrong inference.” Prominent among such
publications setting this new wend was A Survey of Indian History by K.M. Panik-
Kar (1947) which, according to Roy, “is remarkable alike for its thesis that ‘the
true history of India during the British period does not consist of the activities of
the East India Company or the British Crown but of the upheaval which led to
the transformation of Indian society through the activities of India’s own sons,’

as made to belittie the contribution of the Brtish rulers

and for the attempt it b
cmation.” In 2 subsequent work, Asia and Western

rowards that wansfo
Dominance {1953}, Panikkar comes down heavily on European imperialism
i tive aspects. Writers of the same kidney include

d S. B. Chaudhuri who in their works seek “to
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establish popular discontent as a constant of
d’oeuvre of this genre of histori
and Indian Renaissance

the whole of British rule.” The chef-
ography is R. C. Majumdar's British Paramountcy

(1963), the author symbolizing what Roy thinks is a
dominant trend in modern Indian historical writing.

Deep dedication and fidelity 1o the sources charactense these efforts There
were, h

owever, two opposing methods of approach both in the selection of the
material and its interpretation. One approach viewed the national movement as
the logical outcome of the intellectual and social ferment produced by the opera-
tion of British rule. which in the 19th century threw up an elite It is this elite that

spearheaded the movement. The other approach belittled the part played by the
Western enlightenment and regarded the movement as having developed on its
own steam.

There were admirable efforts to inve
imperialist psychology in relation 1o India
studies of two British statesmen, who tri
imperialist policy between the British ruli

stigate the inner working ot the British
n nationalist aspiration. and remarkable
ed to bridge the gulf interposed by the
ng classes and the Indian elite

There has been no lacking of interest
tinues to be dealt with in self-complete compartments: political, administrative,
social, economic and so forth There is, however, a predilection for regional
history, to the neglect of comprehensive studies embracing the entire country.
The exception is Sir Jadunath Sarkar's four volumes of The Fall of the Mughal
Empire. In this monumental work “three themes,” in the words of Roy. “of the

decaying old order, the nsing peripheral powers, and the triumphant British
Imperialism supplanting both have been orchestrated into a single mighty epic of
tragic grandeur narrated

with masterly erudition and subtle artistry " The main
trend is biographical in political history. A well-known historical figure is selected
and a picture is drawn of his political, administrative and social environment.

in the history of the past, which con-

In regional history the Preponderating tendency is towards the adminis-
trative and

economic aspects. The restricted scope has enabled the authars
to delve deep into the archives of the period. Their works. however, suf-
fer from a common defect: they are Pronouncedly formal, not penetrating
“beyond the surface,” as Roy puts it. "in order 10 locate or identify the forces
behind the scene which made the administration what it really was.”

In economic history,
popular theme of research
But there is decidedly mor
available. The familiar “

new interpretations bein

which has claimed a larger number of votaries, the
is the economic ruin of India under the British impact.
e leg work thanks to the wealth of source material now
Drain” theory has been pushed out of the old ruts with
9 given to it like that which discems economic draln in

Sourindranath Roy-Archivist and Historian . N

i ic hief feature, for
e during lmpaogcszu‘;,at:lc:e:g:eg::ocmic thought ' on
e dur:;% 2npthe structure of this economy as on the
ct)t ts}:)romugh under the influence of British rule. r':'};\e‘
ufficient village community leading to the :m‘;:::: asse g
ntry or the downward plunge of agriculture due to reased
ment of th:: Z;::lltural Jand, both leading to unemployment, were resp
pressure O

lage
ities and the crippling of the vil

he peasantry to the ¢

for the migration of t

economy.

the chronic excess of
instance, of Bengal tr
agrarian economy is n
transformation it wen
disintegration of the self-s

ere was no dearth of co udies by the
There wa dearth mpetent studies on the reforms introduced
f t stud ;

British nr he various spheres of social life. But the besetting sin of this clas.'; o

rema uie its that it does not show how social legislation :1as helped or hampered
i - ) .
mt criiftfe:'ent levels the achievemnent of its intended resuits
a

i der
’ “the record of the period un
“ is said,” concludes Roy, ¢ d uncer
vet Whe:ual:)elsregarded as altogether gloomy. If much still r:mam:n be
review can bar ydenying that much has also been achieved am? t a: many
done therreelas i:orecent history has been brought into a clearer view.
obscure 2 '

Our Loss

would have made a mark in any avocation

Highly giﬂed—]'at‘se:el—:sai;ei%irs were so impressed by him that P;lofefsts:;
suitable to his ab - .o(essor of English who later became the Wncip o
$.C. Sen Gupd. e Eralcutta was only_voicing the opinion of his (f:o::e_argnl:):&
Presidency College, Rov was 'the best pupll he had taught and one of the .
when he wrote thatd z‘ The marvel of such a man, however, does not xl'e (;tr;
cultured men he h?,] n:,f ;joing. For talents of mind and music are simphy gi
what he was Cg’:d :n d need not form a source of special tribute. Rat ei:j t
received from hat a recipient of such gifts has done with them. It wou
should look 10 W77 dy we have made of his writings that Roy emerges;\ aswan.
agreed fr.om the's:Ut aynd brilliant historian. He carried out to th«? extent el t::
outstanding archivi ived to be the task of the Indian historian: to unrav: that
capable what he c;)n‘iel‘oprmm of the Indian society as a whole. He insisted tha
‘structure anc! the' ove duty is to give the facts and that hist?ry should be n:r?-
the historian's pnmalffyprwise d the precept. He held that historical resea;canxj
panifan;)zzgi;\::je by the availability oélths sourti;‘z: ;;;Zeaf;;z::zembhca_
strictly ¢ . . is possible by insp
qualty. He hfrlxze(oif l?h?;k;::gr::s:rchives of lnd;a.uAnd fc:rt t::ea:ts\ti;l:les:tolfce;

ion program ia would make full use o

:‘hat ?he :iSt::i:gne o;fﬂt\::e;“p::::; of the National and State Archives to the
taking aava
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public. “He himself did much,” as Professor Holden Furber has aptly remarkedy
in his splendid tribute to him, “to make possible the work of many scholars,
Indian and foreign, who have illumined India's modern history

NOTES

1 The Indian Archives (IA). Vol. Xv (1963), p. 67
2. 1A, Vol. XIV (1961-62), p 15

3. “A Statement of Research Work Done",
hereinafter Statement

4. Edu. F. No. 50-24/48—E]

5. bid P
6. F No. 33-6-47/Rec. For information und
7. ment

8. Ibi .s
9. bid

10. iud.

(unpublished) a note found among the Roy MSS |

er notes 4 10 6 | am indebted 10 Mr T K G Nar

brew 1l

i
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products of original research for the nation’s well being

¢ to the a

THE GROWTH OF BRITISH POWER IN INDIA 1708-1748

HOLDEN FURBER

- ollows evised and slightly shortened text of a publc lectura
me:'dd::’:.uu:“mho: lfondon in 1968 and not hitherto published. To publish
aelver in the inaugural number of this journal, in memory of an Indian archivist and
this now. b whom my friendship goes back to my first days in India in 1936 is a rare
xcholar M;: iy ly half a century Sourin Roy did much to make possible the work of
Pmﬂ;g,:boj o Inciom and foreign. who have llumined India’s modern history. Even
man g

her developed.

, the subject of this lecture has been much furt i

&‘h: P‘-“w:': Tzrlc:‘ln 1948 “the as yet almost uncharted sea of India’s economic
otk on

d social history in the eighteenth century” s already well advanced, — may this jour-
an:
nal help 1o speed its progress.

ENTURY AGO, P.E. Roberts, in concluding Sir Willlam
H OYEszwfi‘;(!‘:idAwirk on the early history of British India, described the three
e If decades after the union of the two English East India companies in
o na “years of comparative obscurity—of silent inward development, of
1708d ?isna:ce, and of commercial prosperity ... The brilliant attack launched by
Daotet nd Labourdonnais upon the English settlements in 1746 stung into life
D:E::\xa:t and lethargic but solid and growing power."” lt is in the hope of throw-
¥ light into these years of obscurity that | have been for some time engag-
e dy of this period, especially of British activities as reflected in
ed v i ;wsgurces——Dutch. Danish, French, and Portuguese. In my earller
non»‘Bnt‘lS! later decades—the 1770's and 1780's, two aspects of European
de,v;ggio"r: L;n india had especially fascinated me—the interrelations between
exp :

£ ans in their search for fame and fortune, and the multifarious {orms of

o hip between Europeans and non-Europeans of all castes, creeds, and
pam"ner; i ounds—such contacts interacting with each other to make British
ethnic ba g:nore dominant in India and indeed throughout the Eastern Seas.
POW@T{ e:r( naturally wondered what these relations were like in the period
Z:f:: an';ish rule over Indians really began.

he first volume of his outstanding work on the impact of

i Dorg:i:iof;el;::::i:;: us that hitherto the emphasis has always been the other

Asia ogo t—on the impact of Europe upon Asia. Valuable as it is to be so

oy 2 du I continue to feel that the penetration of Asla by the West is the more

remind:. ' and remarkable story. | frequently ask my American students to

:axt;;;re lf’;:wz:)momem what ther lives would have been like if this story had been
m

India Past and Present Vol 1. No. 1
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fully the other way around—the continent in wh
their public services run, their dams and canals
from afar in whose alien language American
become proficient in order to complete their edy
able fully to explain the fascination that Asia, e
pean so we may never fully explain the Asian’
tance of the European in many forms of partne
to the easy life, in pleasant bungalows well sta
just as mistaken as to attribute the other wholl
to superior power. In his present era of the “|;
European “empires,” the study of relations between Europeans and Indians .
before foreign “empire” existed is even more appropriate than it was in Sir

William Hunter's day, for it is quite ciear that Europeans are remaining in Asia

and must depend for their “acceptance” on something other than force of. arms
and any illusions of racial superiority.

ich Americans live conquered, |
built, by a handful of “experts”
s would have been forced to
cation. Just as we may never be
specially India, has for the Euro. *
s, especially the Indian's, accep-
tship. To attribute the one wholly
ffed with servants, and the like, is
Y to sullen and passive submission
quidation” of the British and other

ly enghteenth-cemury decades, and, just
as clearly, the Company’s “pass”, with the de '
navy, the Bombay Marine. was ever more r

and of ships. For example, at Cochin bet
tonnage rose from three thousand tons to siX or seven thousand, and the
number of different British counfry-captains who frequented that port increased
from seventeen to twenty-eight. The Dutch mpany's chiefs and councils in
India were by no means oblivious to this increase, especially after 1740 | am

of data on shipping in the Dutch

The Growth of British Power 1 India 1708-1748 s1

iled by the Dutch Company'’s servants at

Behind the daghsi:scﬁaef)ur:l zhceolt-?:g‘ll?abo%e Calcutta lie many human st;:g:
Cochin, Surat anci disease and death, quarrels and betrayals of trucs’t.th o
of success ar')'d i ure;ains’ names, it would appear that few::ould stan Ee
the “countiy sea = ns. The diaries, called “consultations”, kept at the uroé
for more than .six seasZniés' factories are replete with the auction of decea§e
pean East Incia c'(l)'r:pcoun records reveal quarrels between captains cilat:\;;%
mariners goods. ded another. Such a quarrel between captains John Sg i
that one has deffau he ws that there were sales of country-shigs at aucnor; n
and JOhF} ASSe]mSSI Zdall accused Asselin, as his agent, of negligence in failing
Calcurta 1n 1723: ‘lzam inclined to think that Bengal becamelmor?‘ anfi }:nobr:
to purchase 2 Sh,lvp- { captains even though their chief “concer.ns mig tk’
(e home Pc_m_ ¥ eco;) the factors. which even in this early period, is making
els’TWhere'r:zlrzl?‘g:ropean" town as compared with Bombay or Madras.
Calcutta a

i wth of British country-trade at Magras

Tne explana:'lf r;no:z}:t;te ci:r;n?;raries call the “pull to the E.astwardmas
would appear t'o le—d greater activity of country-trading in the Arabian Seat.1 e
well 25 the Co?j"méompany's ever growing participation in the tea trade enhanc-
Briish Eas ln' . of voyages to the China seas by the more daring count;y-
ed the amacnogs Jcutta auction of 1723, a ship was withdrawn .because er
trader. A thel . eded her for a voyage to China. This whole subject has bc;en
ouner suddenly ne arkable work of Louis Dermigny on the China Trade. Under
ilumined by thehrergritish country-trader, Dutch ability to police the Ma.lay seas
pressure from | ed nd as no British country-captain would venture into the
markedly essened. ao ium aboard, Madras, not being a logical place to load
fegion Wlth;) U; :mbzcol:'ne a port of call rather than a headquarters for many
opium, tende
B‘r)itish country-captains.

i of the eighteenth century as of certain
It seems tohn:et}:;u;rgiz::eo?;iszr}:ifean actlviti in the trade within the Asiar;l
carler periods (02 t the expense of the non~European-cor'nmanded ot owneh
seas 1s O mag)e tah kept separate lists of so-called “Moor’ s'?'ﬂpping. Alt(l;ougt
shipping. The luc carefully compiled than their “European” lists, they odno
these liss seer™ esstion that Europeans were supplanting Indian-commande lor
support anY CON?" ing. A sampling of these lists for Bengal points to the conclu-
lndian-ovg\ ed s}'\’\Pa‘i g.ing in the Hugli held its own, having apgroximately th:
sion that M00; i gg of the river in 1743 asin 1714. At the beginning and Zn
same sharg ey raumber of arrivals and departures per season placed fur\ :;l
of our period thet':;be approximately twenty-seven; no record was kept of sm.
this head appee ds, European activity was constantly on the march, but it was
Crahﬁ " Oth‘: ::ggf\y' because it was exploiting new opportunities, new voyages
on the marc
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and the changes in the movements of commodities which its own intrusion into
the Asian scene was constantly fostering. No one, | think, now holds that
European seamanship was unfformly superior to Indian seamanship on voyages
between Asian ports. The problem of the relationship of one to the. other is much
more complex and deserves greater study than it has hitherto received. There
was a superiority in European equipment; expansion of country-trade widened
the market for “marine stores” exported from Europe primarily in the “private
and privileged” trade of captains and officers of East Indiamen. Yet there was no
hecessary superiority in ship-building; an India-bugit country-
better than any Europe-built ship of her class, even though there are instances in
this period of the English East India Company's permission still being sought for
the export of ships from Europe to remain in the East as “country-ships”. On Oc.-
tober 18, 1717, the Court of Directors allowed John Scattergood and Thomas
Harris to return to Madras as “Free Merchants” and carry out an English 350-ton
ship to “trade from port to port but never 1o retun to Europe.™ Fyro.
pean captains and mates were certairly regarded as better for some purposes
than for others. Indians, especially Parsi, owners were well aware that. for long

dangerous voyages., a European-officered country-ship involved less risk.
Nevertheless, some of the largest of country-ships, especially in the voyages bet-
ween Surat, Arabia and Persia, had Indian, “Arab”, or “Turkish” officers. On
the other hand, European owners had no hesitation in employing completely

non-European crews for many types of shorter “coastal” voyages. Nearly every

company servant above the rank of writer on the Madras establishment in the
1720's owned or had fractional interests in small co

trusted “noquedahs” or “tindals” who furnished the lascar crews.

Occasionally we get glimpses of how int
and non-European can be in country-voy
for the trading season of 1738/39 is one of the few which differentiates owner-
ship of cargo. Plying between Diu and Mocha are, for example, the ship Diu,
300 tons, 30 guns, 8 lascars, Portuguese captain, carrying plece goods and
cotton owned by “banians”, and the Enterpriser and Resolution, both of similar
size and armament, but with English captains, fully loaded with piece-goods
owned by “Surat borahs.” Similarly,

the Dutch lists of “Moor” shipping show a
case of a French owner's quarter-interest in an otherwise completely “Moor”
ship and cargo. Furthermore, “Armenian” ownership is sometimes classed as
, and there are English

erwoven the interests of European
ages. The Dutch Mocha shipping list

and Germa
took a frigate laden with piece-good
Brazl in 1733.2

N supercargoes, an English master
s under Portuguese colors from Calcutta to

untry-ships commande 4 by _
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Quite clearly then, we can safely say that. in t_hgse .dec.adis‘.s tl: :::?::

trade is steadily expanding, that non-(.{uro.pean participation \r‘n . ton non:
{ (indeed, as to capital invested and employmen .

B e s amen such participation may be increasing), and that Brit|§h ac-
Et{ropeans - se’ble for the lion's share of this expansion of country-trade .m the
llVlt.y N respo?lg'dence from the lists of country-ships and captains calling a*
lnd\af\ e t ‘galcuna Madras, Mocha and Gombroon (Bander Abba.s) shows
och, SL!;r?t"h Européan commanded and owned country-shipping and
that no':;en:la;; about the same or decrease as these years go by. Why? The
::’59::; which the available evidence seems to suggest are these.

As for the Portuguese, these decades reﬂectfa further decline. At the t?elg?n-
ing of eriod, 1708, Portuguese is still the lingua franca of commercial in-
e ‘:i i(:mal diplomacy in the Indian seas. The Portuguese “linguist”,
e gn ran is essential 1o every European trading “factory” and to many
usually 2 i ul'aﬂThe' Portuguese “pass” is in demand at Goa and Surat by many
2 local prince. traders. At the end. in 1748, the transitional period in which
coastal C°““'Ty’s' way 'to English as the commercial lingua franca is already
Portuguese '?l‘\veEurasian captains of Portuguese descent are seeking the English
under o :ss" in greater numbers. The government at Goa, after making an
Companyls iporous attempt to assert itself. as at Mocha in the 1730’s, cannot
o gthe blows it received at the hands of the Marathas who took Thana
'reci);g;frac::g Bassein in 1739. Only 10.000 rupees of trading capital are con-
ls?dered to be under Portuguese protection at Surat by 17503

As for the Dutch, the reasons for their failurg to develo.p. pri\./ate country-
trading in stiff competition with the ever more ubiquitous Bnt.lsh in the Indian
be sought through three lines of enquiry. Thgre are first thvose. broader
seas e Anglo-Dutch economic relations reflected in the generalizations that
aspects of n?o?,vl but surely supplanting Amsterdam as the financial capital of
London v12s S} t ?he conclusion of the War of the Spanish Succession in
e WOfld-";(;athe turn of the tide in Dutch affairs with the decline of the Duteh
1'7l:}l]:liira:]a(riompany clearly apparent after 1736. Second are the br?ader
- f the Dutch East India Company’s position as a country-trader in the
a_SPeC!Tth Enelish East India Company as a corporate body was never a country-
Eaj; t ethegextent that the Dutch Company was. T)?roughout these decades,
o T i h Company gave its servants virtually free rein as country-traders, and
?he Enghs‘ hbergl in granting licenses to British subjects to come out to its set-
h was e “free merchants”. In the middle of the period, it made one serious
flemen's 2 r!eect its own country-trading activities from competition by its ser-
aue:zp:):t) iFt)rcOame to naught. The Madras Council. even though they had just
vants,
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ticipation in it} first because it does seem to me that. though they are both bound
up together as parts of one whole. the country-trade has become by this period
the driving force. the indispensable base on which the “Europe” tade rests.

. How long this has been so is a question we cannot explore here. At this period

surely. the owners of the Company’s shipping could not have recruited their
captains and ships’ officers, the Company itself could not have recruited its ser-
vants, if the inducements of private gain through country-trade had not been pre-
sent. As is indicated in our discussion above of the stagnation of Dutch private
trade, the English Company's servants overseas were freer of the restraints en-
joined by the "Honourable Masters” in Europe. Again and again, we read of the

. servants private “concerns” as dominant at Mocha. Gombroon, Anjengo,

Tellicherry, Isphahan.© Proof that the Company's own corporate' concerns are
run at a loss will not bring reform at these places if their servants private gains

are increasing.

Whether we look at British activities in the East India Trade from the van-
tage point of Europe or of India. it seems as if there were always a greater British
reservoir of entrepreneurial energy than the Company's system could accom-
modate. To my mind. the mainspring of such activity in Ostend, Trieste, Ham-
burg, and Gothenberg is British. A contemporary broadside in the British
Museum lists thirty-two clandestine voyages under English and Irish officers in
the seven trading seasons 1714/15-1720/21 before the Ostend Company was
officially founded, under captains Sarsfield. Tobin, Opie, Welsh, Pearson, Pen-
nicut. French, Holmes and others.:* Without such lrish Jacobite. Scottish and
renegade English skilled and experienced East India mariners and supercargoes,
few of these voyages organized at these ports could have taken place. It is, of
course, important that the English East India Company, in concert with the
Dutch Company, beat down their attacks. but this diplomatic and economic of-
fensive should be regarded more as bringing these British back into the fold than
as repelling a potentially lethal foreign attack. After all, who were the mainstay of
the Ostend Company while it lasted but a London Quaker family of Scottish
origin, ‘the Humes, one of whom Alexander Hume is, at the end of our
period —high in the Direction of the English East India Company and a member

of its Secret Committee.?12

As is the case with the piracy in the Indian seas at this period, based in nor-
thern Madagascar and staffed mainly by rogues of lrish. Scottish and English
origin, the reason why so much attention is paid to the Ostenders and.the other
so-called “illicit’ voyages between Europe and the East is their colorful
character. One or more of the features common to most of them —whether it is
the swift change of flags. the existence of two captains, two owners, or two sets
of supercargoes, one British and the other the “cover” needed to comply with
the laws of the monarch whose flag is being used —provide material for drama.



58 India Past and Presers

Schemes which never got past what is now called the
idea of substituting the Swedish flag for the
pean pirates based in Madagascar into a S
early 1720’s, are no less bizarre from our

Ulrica Eleanora’s under Swedish colors in 1733-34. In her voyage., we have
nearly all the possible eventualities coming to pass—a Scottish supercargo. a
disgruntled English “East India" captain, a nominal Swedish captain, a joint
English and French East India Company capture of the Ulrica Eleanora’s cargo
at Porto Novo. the ship's escape to Bengal —the English captain ignominiously
fleeing over the back wall of the Dutch factory at Tegenepatnam and taking
refuge with the Danes at Tranquebar. The Eleanora,

originally the English East
Indiaman Heathcote, gets safely back to Gothenburg. After six years of tedious
correspondence between the two governments, the exhausted Court of Direc-

tors in London finally agree to pay no more than £ 5000 as an indemnity for the
seized cargo.'* The dozen or so other voyages of this type to India in the 1730'¢
have similar qualities, and increase the opportunities for individual entre.
preneurship, again more among British than non-British Europeans.

“planning stage” like the
Jolly Roger and turning the Euro-
wedish East India Company in the
point of view than a voyage like the .

Let us now look at two other aspects of the “East India” trade in these early
eighteenth century decades, the more intense Biritish participation in the
“China” trade and the growing importance of the export from London of private
“foreign silver"‘ and coral to stimulate “returns” to London chiefly in diamonds
and to a lesser extent in gold. Delving among the records of the English East
india Company's Committee of Correspondence in the 1720's, 1730's and
1740's. | have had the impression that more papers concern the fixihg of cap. *
tains’ and supercargoes’ private interests in exports to. and imports from, China
than anything else. This is not only a matter of “private and privilege” trade in
the cargo-space assigned to them as in

dividuals; it is a matter of their percentage
interest in and their commission on the Company's return cargoes of tea and
chinaware; it is a matter of the regulation of the extent to which they can bring

back the “returns” of their own “privilege” in—the so-called “*shoes” of gold, —a
practice which captains and ships’ officers continued throughout our period
though supercargoes were forbidden to invest in gold after '
say, 0o, it is a matter often of individual greed breaking thro
and causing “cause celebres” of corruption like that of the Ja
at length in Conrad Gill's work on merchants and marin
struck with the ways in which this growin of 1ne Company’s tea trade gives
greater scope to entrepreneurship by British subjects. It is a disguised expansion
of private trade on the Company's shipping. It stimulates

“country-voyages” from Indian ports to the China seas. In t
start to restrain British captains who are trying to trade at In
such captains claim no European authority is established.

ers. | am especially

he 1740’s the Dutch
donesian ports where
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inq 100 late. The English captains are too

haan. i;\isda %s:uoiom;gtc&: ‘gitch Company servants haye steadily
. en"e'nc y .l er quantities are leaving the Malay seas on English country
hie. Sp\Ces‘ mla?745 John Newman a disgruntled English mate or super-
e O })':oé with two others at Selangor by an English country cap\au;
:argto‘ttp::tl;:tch' Chief and Council at Malacca of his p]'xgc;lht. for (ll:: sul:::\h:s
Sl had except their
> rioped the three Europeans of all they 2
ﬁ;;g?}:e:ai:repfeeﬂing to keep alive. Newman fiescnb;d‘theb::tu:?nfi :::
Jandestine trade driven by English country captains ai ka em“ (hg since 1
SRl f 1741. He had been mate on two voyages and kept a e ex:
%gm;migr:n cannon, small arms, saltpetre. piece-goods. and §alt were el:dg o
“he::gea for tin and black and white paper. A scgtthnsh captange :X;w‘%i\,va ( KI:J "o
\-oaded 70 10ns of pepper and a large quantity of tin in Decem er 1744 at Ruala

ian; ied when he said he came from Trengganr\u. In in orming ag :
o wants the Dutch to confiscate the ship and imprison its Por
anre. Newmz'} om Madras and “Mohamed Sibi. a Malabar” who "han done
P S‘QWW M:mro and who intend to smuggle gold out of Malacc?s. If the
Butch Cépta“—l\ Newr\:lan and his friends escape from Selangor and give them
DUtChk\‘:g Sfe:ship Newman “will make all things clear” to them and tell what
some ki .

sums the English have spent in Palembang. i

In 1752, it will require thirteen {olios in the Du!gh records just to hls—t]‘i;:ggh}s]h
violations from Benkulen of Dutch shipping re_zgulanons. In ,fh;ne of 48, :he
English Company's Court of Directors authonze@ the use of force against he

tensions 1o exclusive trade in the straits of Malacca. Just be{qre the
ot Anglo-French war in 1744. Dupleix’s own correspondence with the
outbreak of Ang ?General Von Imhoff, shows that Dupleix's own private ven-
e Gg:'emiorvolve corltac(s with English . huntry-captains. The better known
g:&fi;:ome:::t: 1o trade at Benjarmassin in Borneo and at southern Chinese

ponts other than Canton are part of this picture.

. itish infiltration in eastern Asia naturally are felt in
westxe::if:cit: :;feg;:sattzrezrs of our period. In a comprehensive report of the
' ition at Surat in 1750, Jan Schreuder showed how Parsee

Putcb ;:admg pO.Sm from Dutch to British "protection”, with the British already
“capna\' \J‘}‘a"sﬂpagl5 k?\s of rupees as contrasted with the Dutch three and a half.»s
pm'?dmg Ny ka,d dearee a consequence of spices and other items formerly
s ma[f)t! h cgmrol being increasingly smuggled by British country-
wholly under Dd carl as 1734. five British country-ships from Bengal and one
:ap(agsgriv}:?:da;rf)ugfn into Surat 85 chests of cloves. nine of mace, and eigh-

rom Ba

teen of nutmeg.!®

Through “country-voyages  between the Indian and China seas, the grow-
rou
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ing tea trade to Europe moves gold into Mad
that exchange of silver and coral for diamon
referred above. No one who dips into the Co
side with the Madras Consultations can fail
“coral and diamond” trade. At the beginnin
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London. At the end, there is a sizeable gr
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2ed in the Company's Cash Journal
mport of diamonds.

Like country-captains and “free merchants”

quest licenses to export “foreign silver” (chiefly Spanish dollars) instead of coral.
The differing ratio between silver and gold in Europe, as compared with thar
prevailing at Canton, coupled with the dominant position of gold “pagodas” ag
currency throughout southern India drew gold into Madras from the Eastern
Seas. In 1746, an investment of 100 Spanish silyer dollars, costing in Amstey.
dam 260 guilders, could bring returns in gold which would sell for 344 guilders 1
As for the coral trade, | found in the Portuguese records in Lisbon evidence that
merchants from Leghorn were still residing in Goa in the 1740's lending money
to the treasury of the Estado da India at this time of stress after the Maratha vic.
tories over the Portuguese. Whether their coral was coming “overland” via the
Red Sea or Persian Gulf is not clear. The greater attention paid in India 1o the
trade with the Philippines, and the role

the same picture.

. the London dealers often re-

of Armenian m

All these developments naturally draw more Eure
especially at the English East India Company's three *
more contacts between British and Indians. What was the nature of these con-
tacts? It has been too common, 1 think. 1o make a very.sharp distinction between
a late Victorian era characterized by a great gulf between “European™ and
“Indian”, and an easy-going eightegnth century where nothing like racial
discrimination existed. There is an important distinction between these two eras.
but it is of a different character. In the eighteenth century we are still in a world
where the social cleavages and distinctions observed are thgse prevailing within
the respective societies. distinctions based not exclusively on race. Norm
the forms appropniate to what contemporaries calied one's “station in |
used by Europeans in their relations with Indj ;
in British and Dutch records of this period,
European was uniformly resented as an un
sally regarded himself as superior, especially vis-a-vig non-Europeans whose
“station in life” was on a par with, or above, his own. |

see no evidence that
Europeans are uniformly hated by those who dig business with them. On the

Peans to India, and,
‘Presidency" towns, bring

afly. al
ife” are
ans and vice versa. From my work
I ind it difficuly to believe that the
welcome intrude_r or that he unjver-

erchants in it, is part of
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British among
there are more and more

. British power grows because ; nd tish among
:}?:;agnopeans?: exile constantly suengther;mg more intricate ecol

tionships with the people among whom they live.

It is eat mistake, however, 1o underrate the mdnaf.y. cor:por;\emp l: ::\s:

i o r. The records do not support any contention that ;{ ew ; ?m h
Compa p‘owe.lz‘ strength stagnates in the years before ne:s of war with
Frampany s T“é‘a in September, 1744. More than once, the 'e.fj ors
pearce rgaghed et in the military establishments of all three Presi erc\’c;es
edod reducnonst and the course of events enjoin two steps fqrwar or
e o thgkquse the governors and councils in India sometimes can-
ROt proven bt?:k ::bg‘:;inétes from military action despite their express orders t:
Precoee elrl't in local disputes; such was the_ case when !hg C?ompair\y
Do ot Cambay & anized the defence of one bastion of the fort during a Z egef
e oy org_se of military pressure on land, well beyond the l:ouﬁr:) ns g‘
e of th ThC.32<'>$r,:emies trading “factories”, is rare—the regular proecb n o
osaltpene o :af:om Patna to Calcutta is perhaps the best example, bu

T essure on the sea becomes ever more common, —to coerce
e migteanrzjrstop the trade up to Hugli; to bring the governor of hcdio(cih: ntg
the naweb ﬁfm rt; to curb pirates, call up the Manqe. founde and
o blog i t?\epsz éecades. But the Britis power which ha.s recswe :
ldevf?r’t)eemig‘n is the naval power finance her Company nogkKing, th a‘:,i (:h
ti!aesgrowing fleet of British-commande rv ered country- eac

)
its complement of guns.

ind when one considers
" trade as a who

fessor Bal Krishng'in J§24 when
. They help to ekpl

These are some of the things to ety in
rise in gross profit on the Company’s
decades—a rise which seemed strasnoge
he estimated it at approxima(cfely E. d N
i roceeds of sales of tea an
su;rl‘e‘ihotfhceo‘t)ton piece-goods, why the Comn
under the pressure put upon them to Abuy wo e ol velly want as
h tch the Company's imports of s?lver rise steadily bringing ect§ 1o
e on ill rofits to their associates. They explain why the Madras min
them and a‘f‘CI a;ya‘:;ﬁvity coining bullion and Spanish dollars into rupees am':?
is such a 1"3 (C’hinese gold into pagodas. Imports of Company apfj private
sumatran r into India are not greatly reduced by the avail'?blhty gf funds
sllyer.from Eurcope l any's “cash” by country-captains. “Europe captains and.
Dy o Otr: }i)n rgtum for bills on London. Both these sources of income
ComPa”y Sen;manCompany‘s welfare for it is spending the major part of its assety
Co11“r(;l')u‘er:ot;\ee“investment" for Europe and not on administrative or military
in India o <
expenses.

i i int in this study, | have

. Indian seas as the main vantage poin ' .
. By takmgstt:;;t rz]hel growth of British power m.lndia_ is greater in thes.e .years,
ta:zdittsobilﬁ:e inherently stronger than has hitherto been thought. The distinction
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between an era of peaceful trade and an era of ruthiess conquest inaugurated by
Clive has been too sharply drawn. There was a good deal of force in the
peaceful trade. military as well as economic. From the subcontinent and the ad-
jacent seas the British led from a position of strength which the developments
hete discussed did much to make impregnable. It is true enough that almost
none of the traders wanted European war to spread to india in the 1740's. but it
is significant that it is the French Company not the British which made the
greatest effort to neutralize the Eastern Seas—an effort warmly welcomed by the
Dutch.® It is likewise true that an unforeseen interaction between local anarchy
in the Carnatic and Anglo-French naval warare really lighted the fuse for the
dramatic events of the 1750's. What | have been trying to demonstrate is that
even before these happenings which conteniporaries could not have been ex-
pected to foresee, the ever-growing British power in India is very soundly based.
The Dutch have missed their chance because they cannot divert enough energy
from the empire they already have elsewhere. The French are about to miss
theirs. not only because they came late to India, but because much energy which
might have gone into country-trade based at Surat, Mahé, and PondicKén,»
went into the development of coffee on Bourbon and the settlement of the Isle of
France (Mauritius). It does seem that in the first half of the eighteenth cen-
tury as in the last, the relations between Europeans themselves and between
Europeans and Indians reacted upon each other to make Great Britain's power
stronger in India than that of any other European state. )
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. 1.0., Corr. Rets 2. January 22. 1725, the Court of Directors allowed the Jesuits to 1ncrease
their deposit from £10,000 ta £20.000. On 4 December 1737, the Jesuits’ attornev wrote from
Macao asking Jeave to deposit £10,000 or £20.000 in addition, sce Misc. Let. Rec 28

10. 1.0.. Abstracts of Letters to Bombay, March 13, 1744. The Court of Diectors say they “have
been carrying on a losing trade in Persia for twenty years.”

11. British Library: undated broadside ¢. 1722

12. In 1747. the Secret Commiitee were . Gough. Richard Cheney. Alexander Hume. See

A.RK.A. Collectie Hoge Regering 36. Secret Committee of English £.1 Co. to Baton imbuff

st Batavia, July 24, 1747,

13. 1.0.. Com. Repts. 3. July 9, 1740. For details, see Kristof Glamann, “En Ostindisk Reise eller
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Thomas Thompson P# Gelejen™, Sjohistorisk Arsbok, 1953-54, pp. 41 H#; and Conrad Gill
“The Affair of Porto Novo™, Eng. Hist. Rev., 286: 47-65 (Jan. 1958).

14 AR. K.A. 2550 July 1. 1745.

15. AR.. K.A., Collectie Hoge Regering 838, “Memone™ Sept. 30. 1750.

16. AR., K.A. 2213, Surm I, 51 ‘

17. AR.. K.A. 2550, p. 1237: account dated Sept. 1746

18 1.0. Factory Records, Surat. June 23, 1748

19 AR..K.A. 2540, p 1453, January 6. 1745, resolution of Council at Cochin on hearing from

Pondicherry that the French East India Company had ordered neutrality east of the Cape of
Good Hope.
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SOURIN ROY: A PERSONAL MEMOIR

§.C. SENGUPTA

i est
WHEN 1 JOINED l»'*‘residencytCo;l]:g:(.j (t::]::::a;]";, yl‘ii‘i z:; t::“ ey;):x;rgom
i ent. colle
‘l::l?h;:r "; t?ﬁoingla:;: (:‘i::;h Calcutta was a large and busy city, it waz l:]aé
P h ow. Bus journeys were not uncomfontable. passenge?rsc
o C’O“’de‘_j‘ aln ncon.versémon. sérious or chatty, without inconvemencr to
themsel lelsmeybanassmem to fellow-passengers. It was a moderately or:ig
“hemselves orl:anl: hat to Presidency College. and a slim. carelessly dressekj
e e d gt with a glint in his eyes whom I met frequently. wou
5°h'590k9n 5‘: e inted questions on Bernard Shaw. How this fellow-
Saveller m asb n;weadpgome to know of my interest in Shaw | cannot say even
e e { o that | had started working on Shaw for my doctorate—'there
now. but ihe add 'Storaxe and no ‘supervisor’ in those days—and 1 had' first an
o Onl'y On: t gmcis unkempt young man was a pert intellectual Bohemian who
e oar de his interest in things fashionabie and unacademic. Bernard
wamed’ [0 Pafade was not a pan of academic studies. he was fashionable
e thoses laoy:ked upon as an eccentric who held contrary opinions on
ooy & Qe :ualndeed my former teacher K. C. Mukherji, who at one time
everits(lgrfeck.at Oxfo;d. told me that at Oxford he would not be considered
:Zggectable enough for a Doctorate dissertation.

As | came to know this young man more and more, | found that hishque(s-
tions were stimulating, and he was a man who was eager to know ratheré ar: of
is scholarly interests. His name was Sourin ng: he was a student o

ﬂaun.t his SCC lleqe. reading Honours in History. 1 was in charge of the Honours
Premdel-\Cy ?‘ (}?‘9 u:zith whom | had intimate contacts. Honours students in other
in men " Eng:d' 1o do a three-paper course in English, and | had only to
hrs S'Ub,erfts‘ ai ts in periodical exercises. So it was only in a remote way that
examme e SC’E il. but our casual conversation in bus journeys soon ripened
Sourin was( r.n)y(ihlii) ‘ and | can admit frankly that in this give-and-take relation-
im'o PO nmteac}ir-and»pupil, | was always at the receiving end. Another
ship between ion was Snehalata Roy. his brother's daughter, who became my
bond of concr;efl.o her B.A. Honours in English. Sourin died a bachelor last year
pupil when O‘lngbis earlly seventies. a man without enemies. who was ready to
;}hen SZdwtisn‘unto all who came in contact with him. but his first concern was his

oag
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avuncular duties. He was the youngest of three brothers
g:)e d:th of his father, he was called in the family Duki'xiram the
suci,essf:le l:::sy :rrot;‘geht bl;p by R. N. Roy. his second brother. a fine scl;\nflomma‘e
: . came a doting uncle to all his neph 4 nior de
especl.ally to Snghal'ata, who shared all his cultural and schecz elws ond meces,
:::t:xfsocor?ipahnfn ;:\ his saunterings in the world of books ;l’:;: tsefests. an'd
ceath ofr :;5 ich he thought his mistaken treatment was respc.msibl T aa's
young nephew Shekhar, which, I believe. h y .ar\d oo the
Why should | single out Sneha and Shekhar? Some m:::)?ed iy c;mwn e
! s ago, Mira, the

youngest of these nephews and nieces
, who w
told me that the sun had gone out of her life oot him during his last Uness,

§he was very young, and this uncle was bot:e;;;:: E:dearents had died when
just spoken of Shekhar's death a few months before Som'Ot‘her e | have
sefparate' house where he lived with his wife. but everyda U;: S: Shgkhar had 2
::\f, e;:la;:ergté :/;L;ld tgo andkwatch by his bedside for ho!l:rs tl:glz;hhe'msle]f acar-
s we;'e . wargmoasps'a fOf P.um only as a devoted uncle, becaus;hit :fmd‘
friend’ had to under an émlly o achments Only the other da s ol

ife with lette d 9? & major opeation; and he flooded me a dyha “‘Nm?l
::a aetr:‘e o dr.; an tedegrams from Delhi, because he felt that a wrn o anends
freatment ha ineen Z opted. The family did not heed his import ong course of
f ‘ good health. But who can forget Soury po .unmes and the
or a friend. whom he had not met for > passionate concern

. _ . : vears and with wh
point of view, his connexion was neither firm nor even verz"i" rom a worldly
ntimate.

and left an orphan by

. It is, however, as a scholar that Sourin i
if:e"r::isﬁfsr:cl lz:;qu;int;nces. He passed B.A. Ho\:z:lr(: ::; ;\:\ einn;:imory o
e ot cla (SC a;xt tte was really a bibliophite, who matriculatéd amStOW*bOth
oo shops of Ce ::: a and gradtfated in the National Archives of ;ﬂg e
During b fr an;é 5 Zs a s'(fl{dent in the University in Calcutta we be ew Delh.
intimate —he and Ecn my riend P.K.B., whom | used to call :Broth c'anl;e e
s 2 student of ttc:nogncs, who retired from the New Delhi Sec*rer - e
bureaucrat h: had ¢ rinance Department. Although he was a :tagat Jed
purez abac,k . ;o rgt:amed his écademic interests, and he was, | e
aback a few yeyars el;n]"‘ > penetraFn}g grasp of the subject as I h ‘d veen raben

: . rlier by Sourin’s knowledge of lit ac been taken
point of interest was Sanskrit e are: Another common

: ' , in which Sourin

brotgzrs were a.mateurs‘ I still remember the mild s}\:}::ski)fr?asw’r anfi N

saw Sourin reading Sanskrit prose with the ease and facility l:vfg;‘lset:nt‘:\ lwhichl
which | would

turn over the pages of a Bengali novel.

Sourin passed M.A. in 1933-34. a
A , and after
gra::i‘_ma' }t‘: went to New Delhi on a small job a:et?::agl:gcior fom? years in
ives, then called, [ believe, the Office of the Keeper of l(;::teeﬂ:lf : iy
ecords.

Sounndranath Roy A Personal Memois 67

Here he worked ceaselessly day in and day out and gradually rose to be its
Deputy Director. He would have risen higher and risen more quickly if he had
been more pliant, and | have reasons to believe, ff he had been more alive to his
own claims and less watchful of the interests of others. Although | saw his
unfaltering, unwearying devotion to his work. I confess | am not competent to
pass any opinion on his proficiency as an archivist. But wherever | met teachers
of history who had been to the Nationa! Archives. they invariably testified to his
amazing knowledge of the subject. and | seemed to grow visibly in their estima-
tion when they heard of my intimacy with him and that | was one of his old

teachers.

After Sourin settled down in Delhi. we often wrote to each other but our
personal contacts became rarer and rarer. His elder brother and sister-in-law
died. | believe, within a few years of each other. and the centre of the family
shifted to Delhi. Indeed. during his last visit to Calcutta a few months before his
death. he told me that he was coming back to the city of his boyhood and youth
after a lapse of sixteen years, and he did. indeed. look like a stranger in this once
familiar haunt. | should like to say a few words about his old days in Calcutta.
Along with a friend of his. he ‘stote a book on the art of writing Bengali. The
idea was entirely his. and on my recommendation. the suggestion was made by
a publisher as a sort of a pot-boiler to a young man. He was asked to lay a brick,
but Sourin produced a work of marble His nearest model was Fowler's books
on English Composition Queen’s ‘King's English and A Dictionary of Modern
English Usuge Mounsieur Jourdain. @ famous comic character in Moliere. was
amazed to hear that the language he had been speaking all his life was prose, not
a recondite. learned discipline. but just the language in which people express
themselves in ordinary conversaton The opposite delusion is more common.
We all take our command of our mother tongue for granted and express
ourselves in it clumsily in woolly phrases and limping or cumbrous sentences.
Who knows Moliere himseld was doubie edged in s raillery - It might be that he
wanted to make as much fun of the simple citizen” who was eager to learn the
mysteries of prose as of the self-complacent prigs who laughed at him, thinking
that the prose one spoke and wrote in his native language had no mystery at all.
This was true as much of the Bengali reading public in the twentieth century as of
Molivre's French audience n the seventeeth. But Sourin’s book. though
apprecialed by a few men of taste. did not 'please the million’; it went out of print
and is now forgotten. Some of my friends had a hearty laugh over a few impish
remarks Sourin made in the essays —the book was An Introduction to the Art of
Essay Writing—he wrote as models for students, and that was all.

At about this time Sourin was very close to me. and although fifty years
have passed by. 1 gra: fully remember the help received from him in at least two
of my literary ventures. Himself a Shavian. he read over the manuscript of The
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Art of Bernard Shaw, and when #t was published., he com
even more intimately associated with my 'Bengah book on
helping me with suggestions and cﬁhcn.ﬁm& and when
Snehalata designed the cover at the direction of uncle Soy
ject of Tagore. | cannot help retailing an episode th
impishness and his ready wit. When he was at the top cla
was a students’ function, in which one of the items in th
was recitation of the peom *Abhisar’ by Tagore. When the
squeamish old man, saw the item on the programme the
he flew into a rage. As the word Abhisar in Bengali

means a lover's tryst, he thought that it mustlbe an inde
his duty to put his foot down on such obscenity. Sourin,
man had not read the well-known poem, uqdertook to
returning after some time, presenteFi tl?e rewse.d progra
master gladly signed, because the objectionable item had
nyasin Upagupta’ by Rabindranath Tagore. .Now her
gathering, No, XXXVIl} which | shall summarize as far
own words: Sannyasin Upagupta (the first line of the
on the dust by the side of the city wall of Mathura

piled its Index. He was
Rabindranath Tagore.
the book appeared,
rin. While on the sub-
at revealed Sourin's
ss of his school, there
e cultural programme
headmaster. a crusty,
n about to be printed,
(or Sanskrit) ordinarily
licate poem, and it was
who knew that the old
change the item, and
mme which the head-
been replaced by ‘San-
e is the poem (Fruj.
as possible in Tagore's
poem ‘Abhisar’) lay asleep

Whose feet were those tinkling with anklets,
sudden? It was the dancing girl Vasavadatta, starred
wine of youth. She lowered her lamp and saw the
austerely beautiful.

touching his breast of a
with jewels. drunk with the
young face of the ascetic_

‘Come to my house,’ said the woman, 'The dusty earth i not a fit bed for
you.’

‘Woman, go on your way, When the time is ripe I will come to you '

(Later on in the year) Upagupta passed throu
face of the rampart. What woman lay in the shad
black pestilence (smallpox), her body spotted wit
from the town.

gh the street and stood at the
ow of the wall, struck with the
h sores, hurriedly driven away

The ascetic took her head on his knees and moistene
and smeared her body with balm_... *The time has at |
am here’, said the young ascetic to Vasavadata. once
desolate and forsaken.

d her lips with water,
ast come 1o visit you. and |
a dazzling dancer, but now

Everything was saved—the beautiful poem as well a

s the moral scruples of
the irate but ignorant headmaster.

‘ eriod of Sourin’s life, he became well-
Duﬁng thedsec?cndc::lzsm;g? nhairs‘t Enowledge of ancient Indian history(i
e oy 'e: hy and fine arts. | understand he wrote several paperslan
archaeo]ogy- epég Irc,)ngish manuscript which might be his magnum opus. . arr:
B ; on negotiations with publishers, who are a}ways hesn.an
o wazii:\agmr:l:ngey on books which scholars and specialists might appreciate
en
gstoﬁssld be caviare to the general.

i —literature and literary theory, while
My mind mO\l,eda‘tnh th\»‘jai];ergercc;oovveesr various fields. Yet we were ?n touch
Sourin. 2 born po &(’jm e‘ and Sourin’s letters. informative, illumnnatlr\g i;\d
through i d‘:erl‘icht to read. | was attracted by one feature of his w1' e-
meowaan oa }?‘ ﬂai? for collecting literary. historical and biographical curios.
angng S!Ud"?s_h lf‘J the correspondence columns of The Statesman and read
Ihose who Watcszurin under the pen-name of Ulysses Young, must have been
tters whtten 5 ems of wit and wisdom. Many of these he would.also.com-
regaled o s tgmate friends. and 1 hardly ever received a letter which did not
muni;ate to e mh] entertainment. One example of "the ignorance of the learned
o SPCd as | am writing these lines. When, in 1940, Oxford held a
Ieap§ o mmtion at Santiniketan to conter on Tagore an honorary Doctorate
shecial Convoce ere at the same time pleased and tickled. Such an honour, a
b t's death, seemed to be an unnecessary exercise, apd also
vear before fhe poet'-climax vSome months before his own death, Sounr.\ gave
SomeWhét of ian atn :he myst.ery. In 1912-13, when Tagore was at the height of
me the nght C'ueEO land. some leading literary figures and Oxford fions'propos~
his populary i ngar wi’:oever else was the Chancellor of the University then,
ed to Lord CUV-O“D~ OLitt be conferred on the poet. The Chance‘llor consu!ted
that an honoréry R . ho. as a member of the Indian Educational Servnce,
Edward Dennison ea?:Si:Céicutta and was the Director of School of Onen.tal
had .Spe-m mar:jy: It was after hearing from E. D. Ross. an expert .(!) on ln.dxag
Smdnes b Lohn f)n.iversity dropped the proposal. In 1940, Oxford just expiate
affalr's. t.hat e mitted twenty-eight years earlier. Sourin sugge?stec? that the
o ‘tt hlf:c:rz:]aware of its grievous omission only after the publication of the
iversi
g:rnoirsyof Dennison Ross.

‘ in the first decade of my literary activity.

Sount wasltrl:gu‘:gel arr;(cje?:rzgt(:\al:; entertaining and informative letters,

But after that ax ly [ have not preserved, he had nothing to do with my work,

which unoftune gyen of little help to him in his own special field. But durir.\g the

and 1 could havel }:ad turned to history, and was busy tracing the origms of

LmdfeW lﬁfﬂ?;\ nationalism when Sourin came to pay what proved to be his last
modern ¢
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visit to Calcutta. He saw the problems | was

a dying man then—I did not, however, see presting with. and although he was

it'—on going back to Delhi. he wrote
s which were of great value to me The

. as at my sj
time of strenuous labour, spent mostly for the | y side once again' After a life-

his rest, leaving us to mourn his loss.

MACMILLANS have the following
new titles to ofter vou in IIismr\".

THE TURKISH REVOLUTION
'TION &
THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT
by Mohammad Siddiq Rs,. 80.00

MODERN INDIA 1885-1947
by Sumit Sarkar Rg_ 19.50

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDA 7/ED
by C.N. Joshi Rs. 40.00 o

THE RAMAYANA IN HIS
TORIC
PERSPECTIVE by H.D. Sankalig Rsl.igo 00

AMRITSAR THE MASSACRE T
HAT EXDED Thr
RAJ Alfred Draper Rs, 65.00 PED Tk

GANDHI’S RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
by Margaret Chatterjee Rs. 90.00

Please call for a copv is
py of your History checklist Indian ang imp. 1
orted from

MACMILLAN INDIA LTD.

Mercantile House, Magazi
Reay Road East, Bomgi?:vnlfogt(r)el((:)t’
Phone: 8725394 /5 '

BRITISH CONNECTION WITH INDIA AS A FACTOR IN
PRE-INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL ACCUMULATION
IN ENGLAND

SOURINDRANATH ROY

view that profits from Indian trade was one of the main streams of that accumulatio
of capital in England which ignited the Industnal Revolution. An extreme form o
the view is that it was the wealth that flew out of India as a consequence. tirst of]
British mercantile activities in. and later of British economic exploitation of. the
country. that made possible Britain's dramatic leap into prosperity during the lat-
ter half of the 18th century. - But while the broad framework of these formula-
tions is distinct enough. no precise information is yet forthcoming either as to the
nature or the extent of this economic drain or as to the exact role it might have
played in whipping up an industrial spurt in England. Before one can make any
serious use of these formulations. it is incumbent on him to find out the factua:
details basic to their understanding.

A CONSIDERABLE BODY of opinion seems to have gathered around tha

Any such undertaking has to be necessarily limited to that part of this
outflow that can be definitely dated well before the first outburst of the Revolu-
tion. Any outflow of wealth post-dating the event could not have any causal
connection with it, and hence clearly falls outside the scope of this quest. Arnold
Toynbee in his classical volume on the Revolution fixed the time of the event
about 1760.° More recently, T.S. Ashton regarded this take-off date as lying
somewhere between 1760 and 1780. for “after 1782 almost any series of pro-
duction shows a sharp upward turn.” * In Hobsbawm'’s view the sharp uprising is
noticeable in several major productive sectors even before 1770. All export in-
dustries. for instance. showed a growth of 76 p.c. between 1700 and 1750 and
80 p.c. between 1750 and 1770. * The growth registered by cotton industry dur-
ing the period was even more spectacular. Thus, the cotton consumption figure
which was 1 million pounds in 1701 shot upto 3 million pounds in 1750 and to
476 million in 1771. Export of cotton goods rose in value from barely £6000 in
1710, and £16.000 in 1720, to £200.000 in 1764 and to £248,000 in 1765.
The choice would thus seem to lie between 1760 and 1776. By 1780, as
Christopher Hill has pointed out. ‘we are already in the midst of the Revolution’.
L'ut even if we take 1780 as the turning point, we have still to fix the lower limit
of the period of our enquiry at least 10 years ahead to allow a reasonable margin
for the wealth drawn out of India to transform itself into industrial capital in

England.
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In fixing a lower )
i
1st decade of the 18th mit for our period we need not go beyond the Znd or the

the British hold on t;:ntury. For this purpose we have to look for a ime when
enough to enable them ¢ eastern and Indian trade had already become fir™
ue of the 17th centy, © draw substantial wealth from India This can hardly b
trade with India were IZI Wlhen bo‘h the volume and the vatue of total Enghsh
British Mmerchandise e atively insignificant® The av erage annual value of the
1600-1620, whereas t;‘(port to India was no more than £15.000 betweer
ween 1721 and 1725 € average value of the expon trade was £113.000 bet-
India which wag £551 883 v£154.000 between 1731 and 1735¢ Import from
f 1000 during the 1700, Value in 1700 shot up to £742,000 i 1716 and
ury provided the British s Itis, therefore . extremely doubtful if the 17th cen”
wealth in Indjy as could :ﬂlh much opportunity for assessing such fabulous
;‘0“0"151 of Britain. Ey ave an appreciable impact on the total domestic
uce a drain during theen assuming that the British trade connection did pro-
Could have Much to 4 pe.nod, it will still be difficult to argue that such a drain
gered off the economi © with that capital accumulation in England which 9"
ment will oblige 5 toc (explosion of the 70's and the 80's éugh s line of argy’
€apital accumulation w ace the question: Why indeed chh Z long period of
the capital as it was 3 necessary to bring about the explosion? Why was not

that | ing accuy .
find ::Sum grew pari mulated also invested into industrial ventures 0

t . any accumy}
ury earlier. For this ation that might have taken place more than 2 cen-

Preced; Purpose .
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during the entire period of 1758-1766 was no more than £ 230,000, whereas
import for the same period was about £ 11.276 millions.? Since the merchan-
dise export during the period was about £ 9 million there occurred a deficit of
over £ 2 million which had somehow to be covered by money that could be ex-
tracted only from India. No specie in fact was exported from Britain either during
the years 1767-1768 or in 1771 or 1781-3. Yet during the period the import
figures were almost astronomical, and the huge deficits they registered could be
met only with the money procurable in India. Thus the main channel through
which the non-commercial earnings either of the Company or their servants |
could reach Britain was the channel of normal trade, and as a general rule it may |
be cogently argued that the only substantial drain from India in any year was
represented by that part of British imports from India for which there was no

equivalent export either in goods or specie.

The validity of this proposition is not impaired by the fact that after 1765 the
Company acquired absolute power over the revenues of a large part of India.
particularly of Bengal. Bihar and Orissa. because any surplus whatever accruing
from the revenues was from the very first intended to be and was actually ap-
plied to purchase merchandise for export to England. The immediate outcome
of this new accession of wealth was the further enhancement of the existing
deficit between export and import. It is true by an act of George Il in 1767 (7
George 1l ¢ 57) the Company was placed under a statutory obligation to pay a
contribution of £ 400,000 to the British treasury annually. But this contributior
was payable only for 7 years and the total sum paid on this account was no more
than £ 2.169,000. Even this did not involve any direct remittance to England. 10
The obligation was met out of the profit which the Company was making on the
sale of their goods in London There is thus no justification for counting the con-
tributions separately from the economic drain which occurred during the period

li.e.. 1768-75) through the normal trade channel.

We have 1o take into account in this connexion the earnings which must
have accrued to Company's servants from their participation in the internal trade
in India as well as the so called country-trade i.e., the India-based overseas trade
with the Persian Gulf, South East Asia or China. The two major ways of making
remittances of these earnings was (1) to transform them into merchandise that
might be shipped in Company's own bottoms to London and (2) to buy bills of
exchange on l.ondon. There was hardly any restriction on private trading till the
Regulating Act of 1773. and even thereater it could be carried on clandestinely
with the acquiescence of the Company's representatives in India. But the ton-
nage available for the shipment of private merchandise was certainly restricted
and even as late as 1769-70 the annual sale value of Indian imports on private
account did not excevd £ 150.000 11 The Company’s bills of exchage provided
a wider scope for sending money out of India. It was not till 1773 that the latter
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was debarred from accepting bills of exchange exceeding £ 300.000 12 Both
Company's servants and British private traders could of course buv bills of ex-
change from Foreign agencies. or obtain respondentia bonds from foreign
trading companies. The latter procedure was particularly risky as the bonds
could be redeemed only after the issuing party had been able to sell in Europe
the goods procured against the bonds. If the ship carrying the goods happened
to get wrecked or damaged. the holder of the bonds was not entitled to any
compensation. It is, therefore, doubtfu if any large scale use was made of these
foreign channels at any rate till Pitt's India Act and Lord Cornwallis's restrictive
Measures succeeded in imposing a more effective control on private trading by
-the Company’s servants. The heyday of clandestine trading belongs to the
period atter 1783 llt reached its climax only atter the war with Tipu

A word need be said about the debts incurred by the Company's ad-
ministration in India as a possible source of turther economic drain. The Com-
Pany used to raise funds by selling bonds or issuing certificates. But so far as the
money paid to the bond-holder by way of either interest or payment of principals
was spent in India it certainly involved no drain. So far as it was utilised in pur-
chasing merchandise for shipment to London or bills of exchange redeemable in
England, it was accounted for in the normal outflow of goods in England. This
could only have contributed a drain 1o the extent by which its amount exceeded
the value of both goods and specie imported into India. It is important, however,
to remember that during the period with which we are primarily concerned the
Company's Indian administration had no occasion to run into heavy debts. The
Company needed loans only when its expenditures showed an excess over its
revenues. But till 1774 the Company's over-all financial position in India ap-
pears to have been on the whole sound. If the account of the Company's ad-
ministration in India from 1761 to 1774 is taken into consideration it would

become evident that during the period the latter obtained a surplus of about
£2,250,000.

We have thus to fall back on the view that the true drain from india stem-
med from the chronic excess of British imports from India over British exports.
An obvious source from which an idea could be gathered of the nature of the ex-
cess is the East India Company’s own ledgers, a summary of which can be found
* in Macgregor's Oriental Commerce. But one of the chief limitations of these

ledgers consists in the fact that they do not yield any information as to the in-
voice value of the merchandise imports received in London. What they do show
is just their sale-value. The ledgers, moreover, omit to give any information in
respect to the pre-1709 period. A more objectionable feature is that they do not
take any account of the private trade relating to the period before 1767. By far
the best source relating to the subject is the statistical returns compiled by the
Inspector-General of Customs of Great Britain, from which it is possible to
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prepare a long series. starting from the very beginning of the 18th cem\‘.\ry in
respect to the invoiced value. both of British imponsyand exports incluswg of
private trade as well as that carried on the Company‘s account. An analytl'cal
summary of these is availabe in Elizabeth Schumpetersis magnum opus, ?"QI'Sh
Overseas Trade Statistics. 1697-1808. One serious omission of this c'ompnlamon.
from our point of view. is that it is totally silent on the amount of .buﬂu.)n th'at was
exported to India during the period, But this lacuna could be filled in with the
help of the data available in this respect in Macgregor.

One objection which may perhaps be raised against the statistics of both
Schumpeter and Macgregor is that they have both lumpefi t'ogether the. trade-
figures in respect to India and China. But the reason of this is that both in East
India Company's ledgers and in the Inspector-General of Customs’s returns Fhe
China and India accounts were treated as a single item. and rightly so. China
and India trades were intimately linked together till about 1793. Before 1750
China trade had little quantitative importance. Thereafter it was mai.nly.financed
by remittances from India. Chinese imports for this period could )usnfiébly be
regarded as indirect imports from India. The validity of this will become evident if
one attempts an examination of the complicated relationship between the two
trades for the crucial period 1762-71. a period during which the volume of the
China trade reached for the first time a sizeable dimension.

A. Total trade of India & China (£ 000s omitted)

British British Import to
Period Merchandise specie Total England  Balance
1762—65 3904 724 4628 4408 + 220
1766—70 5500 767 6267 9120 ~ 2853
1771 912 202 1114 1753 ~ 639
Total: 10316 1693 12009 15281 ~ 3272

B. Total Trade of India

1762—65 3227 138 3365 2973 + 392
1766—70 4179 20 4199 6634 - — 2435
1771 400 - 400 1074 - 674
Total: 7806 158 7964 10681 - 2717
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1t we look at the figure of the combined {ndia-China trade for the penod. 1t
will be seen that the total British merchandise export amounted in value 1o £
10.316.000. bullion export to £ 1.693.000. and import tc £ 15.281.000. ‘eav-
ing an adverse balance ot £ 3.272.000. If we deduct from the above the China
wrade figures for the period as given in Robert Wisset's Compendium of East
India Affairs {Vol. I} we amve at the following figures for exclusive India trade

Briish tnerchandise exvort: £ 7 806.000
Buliion expart; £158.000.
British import from India: £ 10.681.0C0.

This would leave an adverse balance of £ 2.717.000. The difference
between the two figures is about 0.555 millions which is attributable to excess
imports from China. This excess, 1o all appearance, was financed by remittances
from India. As a matter of fact Indian remittances to China from dilferent sources
amounted during this period roughly to 1.9 millions. It would thus on the whole
be valid to maintain that the cost of imports from China during the period was
largely met from Indian sources and for all practical purposes the two trades
constituted a single whole. In our calculation of the economic dran from India
we shall thus be perfectly justified in taking the two trades in combination. Such
a line of approach hardly involves any risk of distorting our results materially. At
worst we may err on the side of shightly exaggerating the figure of the drain. Bu
the alternative is to take the risk of deflating the figure to some extent. a risk
which ought to be avoided.

Subiject to these limitations the tigures presented below may be regarded as
reliable as any statistical series obtainable for so early a period.

British Export {£ 000s omitted)

Period Merchandise Bullion Total Br. Import Balance
1701-40 18.191 5.145 23,336 31.545 ~ 8209
1741-50 12,117 12,905 25,022 20.260 + 4762
1761-70 1.518 10,380 11,898 14,630 ~ 2732
Tow | 31.826 28430 60256 66435 - 6179

it will be seen from the figures that the total British merchanise export during
the period amounted of £ 31.826.000 in value while the bullion expon durng
the same period can be estimated at about £ 28.430.000. The 1otal export for
the period, therefore, would work out to £ 60,256,000. This excess must have
been balanced against funds procured in India and should be regarded as an
economic drain. It is not a very impressive figure. But the position hardly alters
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materially if we ignore the figure for the penod from 1700 to 1757 (the period
preceding Plassey) as being irrelevant to the question of pre-industrial

accumnulation and concentrate on the 25 years immediately preceding the take-
off date (assuming that date as coinciding with circa 1780}. Even in that case we

can get a deficit of no more than £ 8.638 millions. The following table will
illustrate this:

Total Export (€ 000s omitted)

Period Including Bullion Import Balance
1756-60 5.743 4.890 + 853
1761.70 11.898 14.630 - 2.732
1771-80 9,521 16.280 - 6,759
Total 27.162 35800 - 8.638

We can obtain » more impressive figure by adding to this deficit of
£ 8 638.000. for the next decade (1781-90) viz.. £ 8.552.000, so that the total for
1756-90 would be £ 17.190.000. but that would hardly be warranted for
reasons already explained. Even if we accept this figure. it would yield an annual
average of less than a million. which is nowhere near Digby’s spectacular figure
of £ 18 millions. It may be urged that in making these calculations we have failed
to take into consideration the trade that was most certainly conducted during this
period by smuggling.’* The ratio of this trade to normal trade has been
calculated by Ashton as 1:6.%% and by Hill 1:3. But even if we take the higher
ratio we can at the utmost add about an additional amount of 2.8 or 3 millions to
the deficit for the period 1756-80. That would yield a total of barely £ 11.6
millions.

However impressive the drain may look in the context of its effect on
Indian economy. it would hardly be substantial when compared with the total
volume of the capital which fiew into the major industrial sectors during the initial
period of the Revolution. The investment in the cotton industry alone amounted
to about £ 8 million during the 1780's. while the blast furnaces in operation
about the same date represented a capital of £ 11 million, and this, as Habakkuk
and Deane have calculated. constituted only half the total investments in the
iron industry. Investment in the expanding coal industry in this period appears to
have been much heavier, while the capital sunk in key industries like ship-
building, engincering. woollen textiles, for example, was no less significant.® It
should also be recognised that what is indicated above relates only to the fixed
capital and that the variable capital in most of these sectors probably equalled or



-8 India Past and Present

even exceeded the former. There are thus no strong grounds for supposing that
the wealth which might have flown into these industries from Indian sources
could in any sense have been very significant.

A more pertinent question is: was any substantial part of Indian wealth
(‘Indian plunders’. as Christopher Hill picturesquely calls it) was in actual prac-
tice turned into industrial capital? There is hardly any known example of a
Nabob ever metamorphosing himself into a captain of industry . Ashton has
noted that “the early Iron Industry of South Wales was largely the creation of
tea-dealers... of London and Bristol”, thereby vaguely hinting at the possibility
of the industry having been financed by Indian money. But one vainly looks for
further instances of the kind. The truth seems to be that mercantile capital, as a
rule, played a minimal role in the industrial expansion of the latter half of the
18th century. A large part of it was sunk in Janded acres. stately homes and con.
spicuous consumption. As for the wealth of the Nabobs, much of it was spent on
buying landed estates with stately homes or political immunity for the East India
‘plunders’}” True, the capital spent on buying lands passed into the hands of the
sellers, who might invest productively, but what was spent on the purchase of
stately buildings made a less direct contribution to economic development. A
large part of the wealth became completely sterilized.

Leaving aside the question of the drain, it may be worth-while to consider
what proportion of the total British overseas trade was made u
trade with the East during the period. The Schumpeter statistic
during the first decade of the 18th century the ratio of the total
Britain to her export to India was roughly about 60 to 1. Dy
decade the ratio rose to 110:5, and to 150:8 during the fori
1770's the ratio was roughly 170 to 9. The import ratio for the
dates may be indicated as 47:7, 78:9, 98:10, 128:18. This
evident that even as late as the seventies Indian trade formed
significant proporition of the total British overseas trade. So far a
is concerned the nature and the intensity of its possible impact o
economy in Britain would primarily depend on the proportion t
domestic export made up of the total national product. It ha
estimated that in the mid-eighteenth century this proportion a
more than 12 per cent.!® Thus, even if Indian export figures were
treble of what is found in Schumpeter statistics, the impact of t
national income of Britain could have been no more than marg
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profits. Much of these, as we have already seen, was trans!ated into ‘stately
homes' or other forms of unproductive or wasteful consumpnons..Throughout
our period this sector thus remained more or less as an encl'ave‘. l? Itis dot.xbtful. if
in view of these considerations we would be justified in maintaining that increas-
ed income generated through the expansion of British overseas -trade was
automatically passed on, through a sort of multiplier mechanism, to induce ex-
pansion in other related sectors of the economy.

1. Cf. Brooks Adams The Law of Civilisations and Decay (New York, 1910) pp.303-312: Also
Chand. History of Freedom Struggle in India. .
;I;\araamiltiaer form the economist W.S. Jevons propounded the theory of the eastern origin of
British economic prosperity (“Sun-spot and Commercial Crises”, Nature, April 24, 1879).
2 Lectures on the Industrial Revolution of the Eighteenth Century in England (London. 1884),
. 64,204-5
'prpS Ashton: Economic History of England: the Eighteenth Century (London, 1955).
E. J. Hobsbawm. Industry and Empire (London, 1969), p. 48. . -
P;uul Mantoux, The Industrial Revolution in the Eighteenth Century (revised edition, translated
by Marjorie Vernon, (New York, 1927), pp. 258 & 313. A .
6. H. B. Morse. The Chronicles of the East India Company trading to China (Cambridge, Mass,
1926) Vol. 1, p. 8.
E\iza\leth B. Schumpeter. English Overseas Trade Statistics; 1697-1808 (Oxford, 1960).
Christopher Hill, Reformation to Industrial Revolution (London 1969), p. 237.
Schumpeter, op. cit.. read together with “Tabular view of the Rise and Progress of Commerce
and Navigation” in John Macgregor. Oriental Commerce (Parliamentary Paperss Commons
1847-48). N
10. “Tabular Statement of the Contributions from the East India Company 1o the Public in England
1768-1812" in Macgregor,op. cit.
11. Macgregor, op. cit.
12. bid.
o i he British-Indian trade statistics
14. W. S. Jevons was one among the first to propound that the British-Indian trade
' relating to the 18th century were largely unreliable owing to their failure to take account of the
very voluminous trade which was cammied on through smuggling (See the article in Nature
dy referred to). ‘
15 ;lresa Xshlon. Introduction to Elizabeth Schumpeter's English Overseas Trade Statistics (1697-
8), p. 6 . .
0 }\g:inst this one should note the view of E. Lipson. who considered it unlikely that
clandestine trade ever contributed (The Economic History-of England, Vol. 11, pp.23-28).
16, H.J. Habakkuk and P. Dane “The take-off in Britain” in W.W. Rostow. ed. The Economics
of Take-off into Sustained Growth. London, 1963, p. 75.
ill, op. cit., p. 245. .
i; :1h W.pFlinn. Origins of the Industrial Revolution (Third impression, London, 1969), p. 57.
l9l Sée on this point K. E. Bemill “International Trade and the Rate of Economic Growth",
A Economic History Review Second Series 12.
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and observed that ‘the woollen staples of Great Britain’ and ‘warm flannels of the
finer sort’ had unlimited prospect in trans-Himalayan commerce through Nepal.
In his memorandum, he urged: 'lf we wish to push our commercial speculation
into the western parts of Tibet... we must for this purpose turn our eyes towards
Nepal...." Nepalese hostility is ascribed by him to ‘unremitted jealousy with
which the administration had all times discouraged the free ingress of strangers. "

Kirkpatrick was followed by Abdul Kadir in 1795 who found Nepales¢
brokers between Indian merchants and Tibetan counterparts doing brisk
business. The trade pact of 1792 would have undersold them. Hence. the Nepal
Durbar kept it inoperative. He suggested direct trade with China and Tibet
bypassing Nepal. The next explorer was Captain Knox who in the wake of the
Treaty of 1801 went to the Durbar with instructions to obtain information about
the valuable mineral and agricultural products of Nepal, the possibility of in-

troducing European and Indian manufacture there and opening trade with Tibet
and Bhutan.

Walter Hamilton in his Gazetteer noted how European copper was driving
Nepal copper out of market and how the jealousy and ignorance of Nepal ad-

ministration stood in the way of an extensive traffic between Tibet and the British
territories.’

The above sketch of calculated ¢
the Gurkhas were wary of British in
not jealousy and ignorance. She

ommercial penetration should explain why
tentions. Nepal suffered from anxiety and

was studiedly undermined. As one sober
British surveyor, Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton, was to point out candidly, 'l

am indeed persuaded from having seen a good deal of people in this state of
society that all interference of other Governments by treaty does injury and that

all the merchants will sufffer less and push the trade further, if left entirely to their
on exertions.’®

It was no wonder, therefore, that Bhim Sen Thapa (1806-37) determined
to build ‘an Asian |front, against the growing British colonialism?® Add 1o that the
candid remarks of Brian Hodgson, Assistant Resident at the Durbar, on the
commerce of Nepal in 1831-32: ‘It is scarcely necessary for me to remark that a
connection was originally sought by us purely for commercial purposes, which
purposes the Government, upto the beginning of this century, directly and
strenuously exerted itself by arms and by diplomacy, to promote. 10

The background of the Anglo-Nepalese War of 1814-16 can now be seen
in better light. The Gurkhas sought to break the cordon of trading outposts
which subverted Nepalese trade and paid the penalty by being defeated at the
hands of the British and surrendering choice areas in the western, central and

Bettish Economic Penetration into North Eastern Hills &8

eastern Himalayas in the Treaty of Sagauli (1816). Bn’tish succ_ess only whette:

i onopolise Himalayan trade across Tibet t.o China. To that task,
e e mn aged for 20 years of his life. He visualised a commercial em-
ﬂodgsonh wgs;sl? spreading over from India through Nepal and Tibet to China.
P"e‘fOl't o d carefully applied to some of the oldest and most respectable
e secredyfag thmandu and the other chief towns of the valley for conjectural
me‘mhta:.: Z?theatoiai annual amount of imports and exports and the number and
ce::t;;ri?; of the chief commercial towns of the valley.’ !!

: i 34 Indian merchants engaged in foreign com-
e locat?(; tize ;Ztlrt/; ::: the North’ and found ‘that the trading capital of
r:ercfe t::::'w\:as ‘not less than 50,18,000 nor that of the latti:1 less t}:an
oy 0s 000 ' were natives of the plains. ‘Many native
A fABtgrl\r:r:s{ lt'\l:.«evS: gfarg(}i]:hn;:i flourishing kothees at Kathmandu; the
merCha'n‘tS . { Patna have had kothees there for ages past... lakhs of the
Cafhmlﬂafg 3 Behar and north-eastern Bengal of all ranks and conditions,
natlves{l; fres:::rtet'o Kathmandu to keep the vernal festival at Pasupatikshetra.
annua T

B men of Benares have more than 10 kothees at Kathmandu while
"Business h

hants have abstained.... The native merchants at Cjalcutta have,
Ber"gal e hard struggle to maintain with their European rivals in trade but at
K atmande ah ¥ have no such formidable rivalry to contend with. Because
Kathmaniun;te:nached to the Residency have no access to the country....but
E\:l;:yp:\:;:ve is free to enter Nepal at leisure.’ 12

nt with the Anglo-Nepalese trade which averaged
HOd?Sl?I? :;:zanro\:pce‘::feHe sketched a route from Calcutta to Pekin of 2880
about'26 iy 1587 /90 stages at the end of which ‘the merchant enters Setchuen,
miles in 260 ial province of China onto Yangtze and Hoangho where he may
the cgmmerCl pand Indian products and purchase tea or silk of other products
sel hI-S Eu‘r(})‘lpecfnson was the avant-garde of British colonialism in Asia, ready to
o chne Ot ignsurmountable mountain in the world. The schemer writes: ‘But
move the mé)sChina and not Calcutta and China, it may be argued, must be the
Epgland ! duction and consumption of the truly valuable articles of com-
stes of thetPrg the Nepalese and Indians would have little more than the carry-
merce of WC'C( the native merchant of Calcutta and of Nepal.. .take up this com-
g tra(ier{a.w;ilst we, though not the immediate movers, shall yet reap the great
merce ’

advantage of it!13
Hodgson's exhoration to Bengalee merchants was mainly to use them as
o]

the errand-boys of colonialism and not to foster them.

wT i iti . ‘With

H saw Tibet as a happy hunting ground for British commerce

h o?ior;\er rht:girb her borax, her splendid wools, her mineral and animal
er musk, . '
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wealth, her universal need for

good woollens and her incapacity to provide
herself or to obtain su

pplies from any of her neighbours, Tibet may We“ .be
believed capable of maintaining a large and valuable exchange of commodmes;
with Great Britain through the medium of our Indian subjects and the people o
Nepal.’ Hodgson showed the way to intra-Asian country trade through the hills
which was the main line of profit for the British in India. He even chalked out the
details of the route, manners, cost of carriage and the nature and amount of
duties levied by the Nepal Government en route to Lhasa Reviewing trade
through Nepal, Hodgson apprises the Government of the enormous demand for
English broadcloth in Tibet, popularity of British imitations of Indian handker-
chief and cashmere shawls among the middle and lower orders in Nepal. use of
English chintzes and finer cotton fabrics among the upper and middle classes.

. He further informs that satins, silks and velvets of China were giving way
before British broadcloths and velvets. Indigo and opium were in great demand

in Tibet. There was demand also for British guns, scissc 5, mirrors, wall shades.
chandeliers, tumblers, wine glasses. The people in Nepal were beginning to use

British crockery and glassware at their tables. The Tibetans already used British
plates and dishes. 4

Of the exports from the hills, major items were gold of the value of Rs.
175.000, musk (Rs. 55,000). copper pice (Rs. 2,50.000), elephants (Rs.
67.000). horses (Rs. 45,000), timber (Rs. 3.00.000). On another imponéﬂ‘
item, paper, Hodgson writes: ‘the paper of Nepal is an admirable article which
ought to be substituted for flimsy paper of the plains for the records of every of-
fice in Bengal.’ He highlights tea to be
Nepalese saul forest is an inexhaustible mine of timber'. writes Hodgson. Copper
coins were supplied in bulk from Nepal to the plains. There were lead. sulphuf
and zin¢ mines in Nepal but no skill 1o work them profitably. The net produce of
rice of the lowlands of Nepal was exported-to, Patna chiefly on Government ac-
count, which paid for luxuries of British India imported by Nepal. Still the hills

had adverse balance of trade against British India.!> This was so by over 4 lakhs
as a result of Britich economic penetration v

It is interesting to note from the Table ilstrating Trade of Nepal that huge
quantities of indj

y Indian merchants in Nepal. Country

Jahanabad etc., Dacca turban, Maldah cioth, Murshidabad cloth. Banaras
Kinkhabs, Cashmere shawls, Bengal silk thread, pan of Bihar and Bengal. tagee
horses and buffaloes were regular items

of trade and accounted for more than
half of the import trade. This had a spac

was one of the major o

sistance economy responded to market forces from pré-British times. The

" capabilities

Beitish Economic Penetration into North Eastern Hills ®

i the mercantilist policies of the Com-
>conomy we sufﬁcienﬂty tr}?: Zit::en?efggl operations of the Indian merchan:
any could n pw\{egusm'alisaﬁon was, therefore, less complete than sugr;i)t?h
through the hils p(le‘-mtion of an agrarian economy was not all due to tsd
ed and comn.\ercla lsams for Europe. It had grown spontaneously and cre.i:vi eth
s to ﬁndfg:vt;s:?nedian merchants to grow and run a parallel economy
elbow-room

the British.

lance of

: 1, however, meant adverse ba

, ic penetration to Nepal, , X e like

British econom ‘l)lin of her merchants and decline of Iocz?l lndustnd 7

trade for her, underse %digenous wares. Worst of all, surveilance and sub-

r . to use
Durbar by the British Resident at Kathmandu, }a\ttemp;:ﬂgn "

version of the L: station for trade with China and Tibet to the exica‘ son

Nepal as a "taZS)trade missions Dressurising her to accept commerc

Nepa}’ repeate

der veiled threat compromised Nepal's independence.
un

copper. iron and othe

f 1835 on Nepal proved
tried to thrust the treaty o ol provec
The we Hoggrs\o '?'hapa. He was overzealous and peremptory in I:\rls :!:‘
irksome o B.hm al treaty. But the Durbar was unwillmg to co-operla'tet.) s?nes
mand for & blslart‘leerpalese obstinacy and ignorance. But it was Nepal's bu
British, it wa

H 17
which the British could not dictate.

itish umbrella throughout the period uride
Nepal re.m a‘meg u:derli?;intte‘;al and prompt British rec‘ognition of ;la:
review. The 152 0f7 . t;\f prime minister turned the scale in favour of t
Bahadur (1846-7d) a;j'lelped the British during the Sikh War (1848-49) and tt
Brtish. Jang Bafacut f his reasons as he stated in his Despatch to.t.he Goven
Revolt of 1~857' O‘nehg own words ‘that [ know the power of the British Gov.en
ment of India o ™ ainst it. although 1 might have temporary success' h.)r a :im'x'
ment and thmcl;.‘:ltc:lazsx;fterwa\r‘ds be ruined and the Gurka dynasty annihilated.”
my country W )
dgson to understand the nature of Briti
We have :akgn: ign(::)c;‘l‘:;: .a tBl:to hg reports remain inexhaustible for <‘)th
economic P ne"a}:od son in another paper on colonisation of the Hlmg ay_}
allied questions. 9 Sr;n to take up colonisation of the Hills for a num er. oh
urged the Govern: ’ writes: ‘1 trust... that the general subject of fhe hx(g
shrewd 1easors. ‘e te ana soil of the Himalayas and their eminent fntngss or
of thg d" mah ing once been taken up will never be dropped till col-
i a;l‘ asr;xd that the accomplishment of this greatest, surest
foi ac?omlps't of all political measures for the stabilisation of the'
i lddsil:g:y adorn the annals of Lord Cannling's admir?istration.
British power 't 7 1o use the Hills as the European hibatat nearing home
His main igea :;Sheadquarters for ‘drawing forth the natural resources of the
weather and as

European €O
onisation is 2
and soundest an
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ves, hides, horns, ghee and silk ' The European COL
ony would be a godsend to the striving peasantry of ireland and Scotc

highlands and they would serve as a ‘far more durable, safe and cheap b'amer
against Russian aggression than expenses of war against Russia in Persia.

The value of tea as a cash crop in the Himalayas was noticed by Hodgson.
and for 25 yeass it was nurtured by him in

the Residency garden into ‘an i’;
digenous and most abundant species' Seeds were procured from China an
planted in Kathmandu, These broad ki

1y expedition was sent
1850. As a Penalty, the revenye paid {

rther deprived of

against the Raja to release Campbell ig
or Darjeeling (Rs. 50,000) was stoppe

without revenyes

and is a supplican t
This is an exampl

e .of ruthless frankness.

nt
---the generosity of Governme

uity to the present Raja so bngaa?
" Welby Jackson offers the gloss on it in his ap

: r-
nt pension if free travel and protection to all pe

might then be exhibited by 2 small annua) grat
his good conduct deserved it.

proval of the suggestion to gra

- 87
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ded for private
i nder the care of British G?vemment \t»er? tchznéi:inese Govemn-
sons trave”!ngs ontinues: 'the present disturbed :ahe o bstacles it has hitherto
adventures.! e ¢ ity of breaking through the o sti it
d opportunity bringing their goods from Ti
ment affords a goo and of merchants bring e ies
: f travellers : ibet through the Sikkim territorie
thrown in the way o t Free access into Tibet throug . from
. itish dominions... ing this. The road is well known
into the British de of effecting this. ac d the twe
be the best moce o' ete d at a month's journey and the
would seem 1o distance is estimated a ! bur with ¢
o Lhasa.. the dist A f 4000 and Geanchii Shubur
Darjeeling to - opulation o ! ! itish domi
large towns. Pi\egb(%zzhoi :}:e road. The value of imports mté) t};edirl:téf  might
i n
populatlon_"f 2. is now estimated at Rs.50.000 ann:ally ar:chant 129
o bylth-]S fouf;d were greater facilities offered to the me
be greatly increa

i f converting
i ¢ of the Nepal Government stood in ;tws :v:i doChina' ting |
e o Buone n mart and centre of transit route to Tibe nd China. Dar
i ea ' and
Nepal into an Eurﬁpough Sikkim provided an aneman‘ve r(?(,;;e o, Siicm was
e L:;asa :) rerted on one pretext or the other especially
tically suov \ N
Sys:i'er:::ss around the fifties of the 19th century
in ais

i i t give up the
i d that the British did no
commercial gree . Bri p e
So strong was th& orung even after their acquisition of thedt'r:?sese te to
lower and the UPpeYh mp, jute etc. were commercially producedawaS e
Lhasa, Conon, Bee. rfd gl;ains trade. Cotton from American see
s-Himalayan a

. i 3000 maunds to
for tran as expected 10 1aise the production fron;n the {changed cir-
ly promoted. c]it o Darjeeling acquired a new importance :

60,000 maunds 2

n wa VlndiC .

rt. The route to
cumstances. Hod layan trade and European health reso

for Hima
Ef\a(::f:serrnapped out by Campbell.2¢
a

i in the
idly taken up. Campbell saw to 1.ts culture in t
Tea cuh‘wa'rioﬂ :::?ez VS:)ixards of 2000 plants wgre grofwn;eg \‘:T:anggo ;;:
Superintendent's ?L:;{ferem ages from 12 years tg seedlmg; o ab  months. He
2000 f. altitude ot ) of Mr Fortune on deputation 10 1r!\a eyof e ot o
sought the e“(pemse eturn journey to Calcutta for better (c)u turd e
Directors during his T n was steadily built up from the 1860s uré’edlestone getic
the hils. The hm-sm)%omm\ssioner‘ Darjeeling. and C. E. R'. nrt‘ ; areas.came
s W Edaar ID el\llj:\i/yserpemine roads encirclir;g‘h terraced ;e{s;::nh;lal Jreas came
dent of Nepal. idity through local funding. e queen i i
with amazing rapldﬂfy lonial exigency. The Darjeeling— asaf e through
@ byproduct & °¢ which lay in abeyance becausg of ‘rigi of
g‘i:;im in hew of Ne;:if;::f)f politics’ made Darjegling areality frozrg ::i::zg
geography and vona n Hodgson # The Anglo-Sikk;mese treat?r oq o March.
child she ¥8% O{' Bnale of British success in ecnonmic penen'ano; in the north
1861 was ; he;&i?: CVIH abolished all restrictions on travellers and mon P
eastern hills. Arti
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trade between the British territories
and full liberty of commerce w

India Past and Presen:

and Sikkim. A free reciprocal mtercour:e
ere assured.® This was the euphemism for the

complete subversion of Sikkim by the British

1

2

10

11

12,
13.
14.
15
16.
17.

18
19
20

21.
22
. Ibid.. p. 4.

24

25,
26.
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A RECONSIDERATION OF ALUNGANAM

Y. SUBBARAYALU

nts. viz., the relative participle ‘3lun’

The term Efuﬁqonagw h::at::o (:,%Iigisly equivalent to the Sanskrit te‘rr{:
meaning ‘that rules anof gss.emblv. So Bjuhganam means ‘the rul_nn.g grotp -
gapam) meaning gl’o;"p, anattdr “(those of the 8lunganam’} in Tamil inscriptions.
1s usually written as a,ungih(‘m the inscriptions of early medieval Tamxlnadu was
Phis village body r.net Wlt Sastril and C. Minakshi2 in their respective ‘_”Oftzgn
studied by K. A. Nilakan aNilaka“‘a Sastri considered this as an execut'we Y
the Chdlas and Pallavai—o dy of general (peasant) villages. and in some m;;ances
of the iir. the corpo-rateof ms; sabhd. the corporate body ?f the brahmha ayctzucg;
as a simple execuﬂ\;: kshi after posing the question what was tV:r Tl
Brahman villages. N mbaet‘”een the sabh? and 'é_lungapam., ansv:jers y :amed
degree of rel:atlons ip (i.e.. the dlungapam) was the executive bo y an fmes
fidently that “the 1angY(j" ature ranging from control and regulation o“ es
out functions of vane ?temples. charities. collection and remission ° axft .
holdings. managememb:nks for receiving deposits of mgney.aﬁd lOOl}:mgt: .
serving as investmentd " A perusal of the very same inscriptions that ff;z
the culti:atig;\edofd(l;: :ot. help us in any way to concede the correctness o
authors han

above sweeping statements.

lished inscriptions about forty-six inscrip-
There are availfbl? aaTZ:ng(tehxecE:;i)ng a few !ragmen_tafy ones) ffrom (tiuiae::t:e-
tions relating to the a!ungd- d Table).” Spatially the inscriptions are ound in y
nine villages (See. appenczinglepm‘ North Arcot, South Arco;q, T;th;rngtr (at:e
six districts of Chittoor, northern districts of Chinglep‘ut aT\d' o o Arcot lthe
Tiruchirapalli. ﬂwg twO) have more than half of thesg mscnpnopns.d o
central Pallava territory) ed from south Tamilnadu, i.e., the anty. count ir;
Temporarilly the _ contury and very fe . . .
the th century. s:c:er;?e::i; ‘lgha!uhgapam comes from Gudimallam, Chittoor
yet known inscrip

. 54 &
District and is dated in AD.7

i i concluded that 8luhganam is
see tha! Nllakaz::tfaas;:e(;:bly tr. Because in all the
o iated only with the Brahman villages
e agsz;man assembly sabhd is found along
e xl:er. There is not a single occurrence of

It is rather puzzling to
the executive body _of the piesa;J
known instancés dfunganam s four
and in two-thirds of the mst‘axt s the
with this in one related con :z“ iy
dluhgapam in general peasa

i ound functioning
fact is that Glunganam is not even once f
1o fa !
Another striking

P ‘¢ NG
na ] e 1] Ve 1
I ia Past ana Pre
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in the capacity of a corporate body. lts corporate nature is only inferred from the
form it is referred to always, j.e., Glunganattdr meaning ‘those of the
Gluiganam’. In all these cases an individual is mentioned as ‘one among those of
‘the ajuhganam'/aluhganatrc‘zrun. These individuals are considercd by scholars as
“the members of the respective alunganam. This may be so. But such practice of
referring to somebody as a ‘member’ of a corporate body is peculiar to this body
alone. For in the case of other such village bodies as urar, sabhd and mula-
parishad individual members are not referred 10 as such. For instance . we never
come across an instance mentioning separately some individual as member of a
sabh@. On the other hand the members of the other bodies are found only in a
. collective gathering engaged in a collective function

As to the functions of 5

| o evidence at all to verify it
The so-called members of
personal capacity only. An

lunganam we have very little information There is
s ‘functions of varied nature’ suggested by Minakshi.
the d@lunganpam are found acting in their individual.
inventory of their activities breaks up as follows: Nine

» @s seen from their names. About

tered the kramapathd) and

' dasapuri, and sarvakratu, all associated with
some Vedic ritual. Two persons have the official titles brahmardja and

- brahmadhirgja respectively and so seem to be government officials.

others include bhafta, sdmayaji,

Apart from the alunganam there were some other gapams like the rudrg-
gapam. kali-gagam, Ch'a!ta~gapam, punya-ganam. amrita-ganam, Kattigai-
gapam. etc. in the brahmadeya villages 5 They are found only up to about A. D
1000. As these names suggest, they were all groups connected with the
maintenance of some temple or charity. Actually there is some direct evidence in

Uttaraméru-chaturvédimahgalam was one such village.

As noted earlier the dluhgaparn is found along with the sabh3 in many
brahmadeya villages. Only in one instance a person who is a member of the
aluhganam is also mentioned as the member of the sabhg.? (Incidentally this be-
ing dated in 1204 is one of the few late inscriptions) . Here there s no ciue to
connect alunganam with the sabhs in any administrative network. In the rest of
the inscriptions also the independent nature of the ajuhganam can be

A Reconsideration of ’A!umam A

understood without much effort.

i i inscription8 to understand the ganam
There is som? erldt;ri‘sc fn;:r?p:::a;:ted 76% {Paiyanur, Chingleput District)
as a corporate body. ncalled Payinur transacted a village business almost li_lfe the
the ganam of a vl!lagef this gapam was called kugi as in the case o.f sabha.. But
sabhd. The mgetf"% ? anam’ n.ot 3lunganam. Even thf)ugh lhlS- e\nderTce.ls ncln
here 'thet tt)g‘:ﬂ;)gl: t};qe ;dentity of the gapam with dlunganam, it may indirectly
:\ki’rf\(tl:tert‘he actual nature of the latter. .
i i reted in the following way. Cer-
The f?’re.going mform::]oyna rg?:htr)nea:wnitcearﬁnestitution. The sabha wa§ not the
tainly the djunganam was erned with the local affairs of the Br'aljman villages 13
sole village institution conc e many corporate bodies consisting of learne
the beginning. Ther?hws‘:me particular issues, religious as well as secular.
Brakmans 1o deal W“uch body. Once the sabhd with its more elaborate clgn-
A“luhga[lam was ;men tharmagaS"O prescription came into vogue, thgsedOWite;
stitution modelle o original significance and became defunct or survive "
institutions lost .(hell' T}g\e reason for treating the Bluhganam as ar:j o ¢lz.
restricted fuﬁctlf)"s" s in Tamilnadu is that the name is partl? Tamil an fpart.y
brahmanical institution es the Brhman immigrants into Tamilnadu were ewhl.n
Sanskit. In the early Stag]d have been quickly ‘Tamilized'. In course of time this
number and 5o they wouhen more and more immigrants entered the large
process was reversedn“;emems were established under royal patronagg. Wl:»l:
yumber of Brhmgznssir:izatwn, northern institutions began to bear Sanskrit
more Vvigorous

names only.

. : i acceptin
implication of this study is gbV\ous. ‘Tha.t is, l;e;c;r:ver erzd“g
Finally, the 1mpd as and theses of our ploneer‘hnstonans. e
and elaborating :]el eay be. more rigorous analysis of the original sou
and fastidious

necessary.

NOTES

as: Unversity of Madras. 1955). p. 494.

. University of
| The Colas. 2nd ed. (Madr Life Under the Pallavas. revised ed. (Madras: University

/
2 Administration and Socia

i ised edition
Madras. 1977). p- 1;’2 recognizing the onginal views of the author in the revise
ifficulty tn
There 1s some di

ho prepared this
rerpolation of additional matter by KA K‘- Pillay “:’s coﬁc:ned-
due to indiscnminate 1 ;r:;roepancy as far as the matter or;qo‘u;g;h:/rgl V. Nos. 573-74.
o B ndion Incrptions. Vol o L Vout 380, 370 372. 374, Vol VIL
3 Sil (—South Indi 294, 314. . : '

285. . 107. 109: Vol.

854. 873. Vol V‘<1:°:43 §72. Voi. VIIl. No. 241 Vol. XII. Nos. 84
415 443.872:

Nos 32:34. 110.
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XII, Nos. 83, 113-14, 193, 202, 262, 272, 287;292. 303. Vol. XVII. No 298 Vol XIX.

Nos. 22.127. 281. 318, 319, 359, 373. 418. El (Epigraphia Indica), Vol XI. No 22A &
B

The above data is collected from inscriptions published with texts, which are about 4,500
For companison it may be noted that there are available about six hundred inscnptions from
150 Brahman villages referring to sabhir

4. El Vol. XI, No. 22 A,

Sl.. Vol. XIll, No. 131; VIli, No. 655; 11, No. 6; V1, No. 810: Xil. No. 87.88 91. XIll.
No. 303.
6. For instance the Kali-ganam is said to be in char

ge of the temple of Pid8ri lan aspect of K&}
S, Vol. VI, No. 6565, A

7. 8lI., Vol. VI, No. 415.

8. Sl XII, No. 34.

9. For the role of the Dharmasastras on the constitution of the Sabhd see K. V. Subrahmanya
Aiyer. Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan. Vol Il {Coimbatore: K. S. Vaidyanathan.
1367), pp. 209-76.

TABLE
(a) Distribution of inscriptions of Aluhganam
. }
District Period*
! i m VN Toal

Chingieput 10 4 - 2 16

North Arcot 9 2 1 — 12

Chitoor 2 — 1 - 3

South Arcot 1 2 - . 3

Thamavur 7 — - _ 7

Tiructurapatli 5 - - _ 5

Tota D R T TP
(b) Distribution of Places with A!ui\gagam

Chingleput 4 3 - 2 9

North Arcot 4 2 1 _ 7

Chittoor T 1 — 1 _ 2

South Arcot 1 2 - - 3

Thanjavur 6 - - _ 6

Tiruchirapalli 2 — - _ 2

Total 18 MT'*w 72 ST 2 29

* Period |—A.D. 850-985 1—986-1080 il 1071.1178 |V

—1179-1279
' * This includes one inscription dated in 754

TIONARY SECRET SOCIETY:
IDEOLOGY ggﬁsﬁi’%‘%mm, 1902-1918

PRADYOT KUMAR GHOSH

[T1, sometimes described as the Dacca Anushilan
: secret society having an excellent organiza-

her parts of eastern and northern India
tional network i Ber\\k_cl;ail:n&: ;‘.1(';'}10; Sar:iti had its origin at t?\e. beginning of
before ’he. end of the anc; it grew up secretly with surprising rapidity. “hm;ef :‘nc}
the tu{entneth cen“»:ﬁ’ in the records of the Government as the mos? powe :
again it was r?fe-ne- (1) dia. During 1907-1918 its members cqmmxged, on the
all secret societies 3 77 d 'one dacoity a month. On five occasions its members
average, one mur.del " lash with the police leading to several deafth.s. .The
had ope atm:\ V;’Oel::: (;eemed powerless to cope with this spell of disciplined
Government, ho .

and determined violence.

THE ANUSHILAN SAM

Samiti, was a model revolutionary

. i iolence shocked everyone concerned.
The phenomenomnec:‘r::;:)!;:g";fzb‘gdy could expect vioiAence to come‘out
It caught the Govern lacent Babu culture. It was sudden, curious and puz.zlmg.
of an apparef\.tly Com}:t a band of criminals. It represented a sub-culture with an
vt e Safl":f Wa; rs]omewhat questionable, of its own. od o 1
tdeology. 2 hilan Samiti as it is commonly held was derived om the
e e 'Amghandra Chattopadhyaya’s work Anushilan. The l?ook is a
novelist Bankm'; inq the gigantic dream of a visionary. It called for cultwatlor} of
masterpigce Ou;mm?al qualities of man to perfection. The concept 9f Anush:k'm
the physical o 2 of values that impelled one to seek happiness in harmoniz-
stood for 2 'S”ucm:ieevotion and knowledge .’ It made a man duty bound to serve
ing bodily VUL latives. his country and the world .2 Patriotism, .however, was
his Ou self, e t a béliever in Anushilan would strive to realise.3 It was in-
the lofties \dealhtifr\: 1o effect a synthesis between the scientific thought of the
cumbent upon

i ibed by Shri Krishna in the
ionless devotion to duty as prescri
West and the passion
Bhagavat Gita.4

the need for self-control and development 9f physic§lhp::-

im Chandra’s theory of Anushilan was completely fn tune w1t n\e
wess In Banki ical formulations that characterised the Anushilan Samiti. The
moral and ideolog\C;’l subscribed to his cosmic philosophy in its commitment to
Samiti. seemed 550 rosperous, intelligent and kind race of men and women.
bring about a.hea‘z:: ,g develop a society which would realise freedom to the
Its ultimate aim

5
highest degree.
India Past and Present Vol 1. No. 1
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denote self-government within the British

ideological and emotional void was left. The Anush
that neither the arguments of the moderates nor
extremists would do the miracle of destroying the

ilan Samiti was led to believe
the threats of agitation of the
British rile.

The ideological stance of the Anushilan Samiti was in clear contrast with
that of the moderates and the extremists during the agitation against the partition
of Bengal which took place in the later half of 1905. While both the wings of the
Indian National Congress resorted to agitational means to undo the partition,
one of the Anushilan Samiti’s circulars pointed out ;

This Samiti has no open relationsh;
Swadeshi; that is (the boycott of)
To be mixed up in quarrels or dis
such affairs is entirely against the

p with any kind of popular and outward
belati articles, of cloths, salt, sugar etc.
putes or implicated in the litigation about
brinciples of the Samiti.

This Samiti, however, asked its members to
as possible but without making a fetish of it. It also held that it was impossible to
drive out foreign goods without destroying the foreign rule.s It implied that
destruction of foreign rule was the supreme object that the Anushilan Samiti
proposed to strive for. Such strivings, on this showing, were to be kept secret. |t
followed logically that the members of the Samiti should avoid all involvement in
agitations and altercations that would not lead to freedom The police reports,
however, showed that some members of the Samiti including their leader Pulin
Behari Das actively took part in the anti-partition agitation. 10 These reports, if
relied upon, did not prove that the Samiti plunged into the movement heart and
soul. Its own records showed that it assumed a Pronounced indifference to the
agitation in question.!! It is also significant that the Anushilgn Samiti refused to
conform to the accepted standard of political behavioyr that characterised the
middle-class Bengali Hindus in 1905. The movement for annulment of partition
which led to a prodigious emotional rally of the Bengalis appeared futile to these

use indigenous goods as much

B )
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youthful rebels.

hilan ideology was its Hindu
: onent of the Anus ‘
Another lmponan}:ocour:;z not a Hindu was dgbaned fromd:cgm};?gdz
essence. £ F;xersg;‘r:ﬁ 12 An initiate into the S;mx: :a: rt:a uanWit ,?ess sindu
member of the in f his admission . Priya Nath Acha a, a witn !
religious n‘tual{s o ':teatrlyn)‘ecznspiracy Case in 1914-15, stated in his evidence:
Barisal (Suppleme

uia vacation on the Mahalaya dag, .F.{amjsh,tha\::ns:Iaf

f}the Dacca Samiti were formally 1nma:e atw tamna
and several' othgrs c')b Pulin Das. There were 10 or 129 us. took
Siddheswati Kalibth % cial vows before. There was no pr.lest presen .
Adya. Aniyo on¢ thel SE: at 8 A M. before the goddess Kali. Pulin Das ﬁerh
the e !90 kbrc)efaore the goddess and other puja. The vows, w \ci
formed the Jorms d out by each of us and we signified our readmes; lo
were printed. 219 r?l:-;e special vow was taken by each of u§ speci hy
> bour;‘d mfi:::s‘ with a sword and Gita on the head and kneeling on the
before the go

left knee. 13

Before the Durga P

itiation . th h an elaborate religious ritual as describgd abovg. was-

e inmation 'O:j to the emotional intensity of andentran; ‘;2-:3;25 ;rr\tr::‘re
i a reli
mi;f:;i:r‘;‘:“ii::::&i n;iheregarg to 'the Hm(;:l;
iti it showed a deep admiration for Anciefxt India t?u[t)nt xa

orientatior of the Sqr';'clbncept of the Hindu caste systgm. Pulin Behari Das,
ot abi:e t&z]ﬁ;h:llzt:ced to perform sacrifice and worship.
Kayastha.

Th

deemed expedient to»a-
most fold of the Samm..
indispensable. One point

i f the Muslims from the Samiti, however, \'Na.s ac%ns'(:‘:::lsy
The CXClU.SlO.n o Its members found the Muslims antagon-lstl.c tot e}-l; : .
thought out pnnclp‘e~ in the case of those Muslims like Maulvi Liaquat us;a’ :]
It made no exception d unquestionable faith in a broad and nonjcomm nel
who had absolute an ds for exclusion of the latter group of Musl}ms‘ as 9
nationalism. The groundentiaL The Muslim communty in gengra), it waihsath,
Samiti held, were F;:Use of their co-religionists who would line up wi | et
would not forQ{\{e Tt'ho Samiti was also bitter about an amtudeA then preval enf
Anushilan San_'"fl- h t‘l’eaders which pretended to treat the Mus.hms as equa sﬂ::
among the nationahs nsidered impolitic and dangerous. De§p\te all Fhese. !e
the Hindus-f l;\wassa;:" were forbidden ‘to show hostile feelings against. or to
members of the

jon.'14
| unjustly with the Musalmans as a natio
deal un)

he Anushilan Samiti that outlined its attitude to the Ml::hm
ohine deep and unconcealed anti-Muslim bias. It was bitter
stablishing communal harmony. The attitude, however,

The circular
was characterised by a
; at e

against all attempts 2!
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is understandable, though not comm
‘ / endable, in th i
Anush " - : e context of t hen the
A ;;:2: %xemn;;i w::dpohttcxzed. In March 1907 several places ‘:?rfe‘;é:mce
bances, This o asnwasAssaaum were rocked by outbursts of communal distur-
eged, the Anushilan Samiti o take up lathi-play and
volunteers came into open clash with the
1* At Comilla. the Bande Mataram wroke:
Mahamedan fyn, 17  Protecting the Hindus against "an outburst
, NG this criticalu}:y Th.e Anushilar, Som; stepped in 10 protect the Hindus d¥"
. our. This particinati . pr for-
Mulations of the Samu Pation left a deep impnint on the deological 1
— iti. The “terronsy conspiracies’. 1o quote the,Bon
§ in the troubles ar Comilla and Jamalpore ":*

ained from pro

The Anush;i
ila 93 _ .
tons in regarg x: Scm."{ ha(_i 2 strictly limited view of nationahism s reser®
Participation in agitations and inter-communal reld

Prevented i from builg;
' uild
uslims oyt deprived th:‘g&\:itiao;n“s open o s ey of e P

was 2

}
¢ nex limit:ct:] lpopul‘ar Movements. it enjoined on them not 10 0
Spotless moyal Chmad t decided 1o remain a secret society of youngme';m,
. Rined 1 Wiy er. l} refused 1o sacrifice quality {or quantity and pop®
P its political objective as secret as possible *

Monplace nat
10
foreign rule and a hal india was being drained of resourc
Prescribe any cure beg‘feai civilisation was laid waste by the rulers. . 8
Member turmed critic Se\des individual violence Banindra Kumas hjogd‘ of
Concrete ang depen' scribed fts creed as immature, unsound and ae othel

nalist theanes thay i

eSe Criticig, -

tio ™S of the | \ ss0€12

a';s were largely corregy egdeology of the Anushsion Sarmut and similar & o1 It
3 time of - PUUhe Samin was not an exception n this malt

Anushj ideologicy)
an ) irmim, le
depenge Samis, howeyey 2Wnty for Indian nanonahsm as 8 Who

Ce . . ca ee n
"EPresent a chajg, ™ ©f confuseq - PeAding the concept of ‘°m§l I
and shapeless ideclogical discor

, + though, o, passio
“» remarkable in intensty of "

H ¢
An ' salke!d.
Uthilan Sy the . Pecial Magig in e
ehg\nmnq rate feporting i 1909, fourd aﬂd
ofa danger He described 1t as & A1

1deology of 8 Revolutionary Secret Socsety Anushilan Samig 1902-1918 97

disciplined band of conspirators preparing themselves for guerilla warfare and
for attracting the native army and hill tribes to eradicate foreign rule. He also
pointed out that Abinash Chandra Chakravarty, the Munsiff of Narayangun;j,
. had already drawn up a constitution of the Republic of India.z
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. Neumayer,
INDIAN ROCK PAINTINGS. By Erwin
PREH.I?)T;?S:!CUnlversity Press, 1983; Text 46 pp., Illustrated with 17
:;)l:l:‘l:'and white photographs and 210 drawings in colour, Rs. 280.

of primitive man were ffirsl.t1 discovered }:n Europe in ;87[‘)30at

ra i i i Jast decade of the nineteenth century in the Dor-
Ntamﬂ?}‘;\n ?i?si:vzr::c;?;:fnitive rock paintings in India by Archibald Carlleyle
dogne he eological Survey of India was actually over a decade earlier than the
of the Ar Ny ladiscf:)%ery of Altamira. But the dating of the paintings he discovered
ey helters of the Vindhyas in 1867 became a problem that cannot be
" 'the o Sbeen fully solved in the subsequent years though they continued to
Sél?dtofu}:;; discoveries including that of the vast galleries of Bhimbetka near
yie

Bhopal as recently as in 1957.

Cave paintings

N aver attributes to the Eurocentrism of the epoch the tendency to deny
~eum :,hese finds and to ascribe late datings to them. 1t is undeniable that
antiqglty to there and continues to prevail in many fields of humanistic research
this bias 95 But over-reaction to such prejudices can lead to a bias that is
even today. osite in orientation but scarcely more acceptable. That was why,
radically Op% by far superior scholarship but confused by the lack of agreement
overwhelme h:lars I ventured to suggest in the first volume of my History of
among thg > (Abk,xinav. 1976) that it would be better to be cautions about at-
Indiarw Pamm:gantiquity indiscriminately to all these finds and that isolated com-
tribu?‘.ng greald reflect cultural mind-sets of the past in juxtaposition with com-
munities C?:.j h had evolved very much ahead. Neumayer also finally comes to
munitle.s.w ‘tchat over-reacting to the extent of claiming all Indian rock paintings
the position ic does not help and that many of these paintings could have been
to be preh-ISt?rt d communities in relatively late historical periods. Thus, the
done by is0 é € he operates with are the Mesolithic and the Chalcolithic. There
broad categories or unanimity about the chronology of these epochs among

. ision
is not muc: p;;:tl broadly. the Mesolithic or middle stone age would be from

researChér to 3500 B.C., after which the Neolithic or new stone age begins, the
Z:(})]O(]) B]ith;c being its early phase. The Mesolithic paintings reflect a hunting and
alco

food-gathering way of life: the Chalcolithic paintings portray the life-style of
o0od-g

pastoralists and agriculturists.

. ology. with a wide play and not too deep a recession, may not

. If this (;hsr:}?ola’?n will not bother the layman, and in general thi§ book can

sansfy‘lsc;mas probably the best published so far from the point of view of the

bg ha:d jayman who has sensibility if not scholarship and would be grateful to
educa
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anyone who can tell him abo
limitations. Much ut the fascinating past whil o
the layman. Boozi t:i‘;en;:tena] lies buried in scholarly J'Ouinkaelepm‘g " mind his
Brooks (1976) are illustrategse tﬁy Ajit Mookerjee (1959) anzw\:;l:s:nﬁmidate
. well and the | . nkar and
to the literature on the subj e iatter especially i i
the ject. But the bad y is a solid contributio
paintings, and the overla ad state of preservati "
y of work of : ation of many of th
not too helpful for the la many periods, tend t y ol fhe
) _ yman, a point whi © make photograph
including over a dozen point which Neumaye ~ phs
X PhOlOQraphs Hi y Teffecnvely brings b
copies of the painti e - His preferred gs out by
the original cor;ng];;?g;' avoiding the elements of )atgr]eth?ddhas been to make
n and above all using the freedo?nertlf? j tha}: intrude into
is method allows to

assemble drawings on th
) € same subj
ment. And this reveals a great Variet’:d for comparative study of stylistic tr
: C treat-

Thus, it is as an aj
prehistoric days that thi:l go:«irr:;ie?ft hetic
we come to that, certain areas of amlbs' m'o °
ﬁculatiqns on the part of the author; :fg ::rs:
ully convincing. Thus, speculating or; the

e .
S:sl;::tci):] of th‘e paintings of the
oy ol contribution. But before
N poted. There are many
id ggestive, they are not always

€ reason for the extremely rare

and therefore it was depi
k picted as *
hunting. The proble commu
. m :
unresolved. Freud's ex(:)f]at::t;) rigin of intrapsychic conflicts
because he monopolised all tho';_the younger generation ‘Ln rearly man is st
2 consequence—has been er ,e':td:s of the group and gemu ng the patriarch
ejecte ng guilt feelings as

psychoanal eve
yC ytic thought. But at least it N by the canonical tradition of

traspecies confli sought '
onflict. The chances of guilt fee?ingst‘ahaeﬁ:ngm ©f such feelings in in-

especially when it is basi ing i
si S ing in j
the pattern governing al‘;'::)t ;urvwa! in the early milieugal,r: d’me"'species conflict.
and camivores) and not onle l;:;lahons between species ofWh'en s seen to be
hunted, seem extremely remite e relations between man ::l(;n :}d\s therbivores
. e species he

nal "
ly shared” in the scenes of group

Neumayer seem

. s to be in two mi

originated as magic, in the beli © minds about i

g e belief that the representatf)]: :fxew that primitive art
an animal, whether it

n

. the Chalcolithic perio
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more profitable line would be to note the subsequent
emancipation of the aesthetic as an autonomous impulse from the magical-
utilitarian. | tried to illustrate this in the first volume of the History of Indian Pain-
ting by pointing out the emergence of the concem with rhythm, symmetry and
asymmetry, stylisation ?pd compositional variety. But that was in connection with
Indus valley pottery decoration and with very limited visual material
Neumayer's fine and abundant drawings are virtually a celebration of thi_;.

autonomy of art.

cavalierly dismissed. A

of this autonomy are seen best in the category usually refer-
ngs because they depict the internal organs of the game
he digestive canal is represented fairly accurately in some
soon, as Neumayer points out, it becomes difficult to
distinguish such depiction from decorative markings and as the pictorial sensibili-
ty matures, N0 ambiguity lingers about the purely aesthetic and decorative inten-
tion behind these markings. They show an astonishing variety in the design
unit—square, lozenge, rectangle. hexagon, arrow and wave patterns—and cgn
become fully floral and extend even to inanimate objects which have no internal
organs. Occasionally two colours and very rarely three colours are used to bring

out the patterns more vividly.
qz0€¢%

the given raw actuality, is suavely transformed b

decorative arrangement in the depiction of a bundle of arrows in a fine half-ci 19
of radiating lines. of the loin cloth as a four-petalled floral shape around !t;e
waist. It is more radically, expressionistically, transformed in the exaggeration ef
anatomical elements. for instance, in the lengthening of the arm in the directi'o
of its prehensile reach and its desire. The rather indeterminate virtual space or;
the picture is occasionally given precision and order through a clear base linz
Rhythm elegantly transforms the anatomical contour and in the depiction f
dances it is serially and musically repeated, being terminated with a visuzl
justness in the last figure whose stance closes the flow by a mirror (left-right)

reversal of the unit pattern.

The beginnings
red to as X-ray painti
animals. It is true that t
of the drawings. But very

Objective reality.

The very helpful comparative juxtapositions of figures—animal as well
human——disclose an incredible stylistic variety, the streamlined simplification b:s
ing most radical and most effective in Chalcolithic pottery designs, which w :
derived from rock painting and were again imitated in large scak; paintin ef;

startling revelation is the variety of perspectives—eye-level, subtending varsi; :
angles. bird’s eye-view. foreshortened —in the depiction of carts or charioto".ls
d. And when one remembers that the most radical st l? N
tions of the human figure in modern art have been anticipated in an?sa.
Cycladic sculpture and also recalls the metal rod sculptures of Nataraja by a o
st like Dhan Raj Bhagat, one can accept Wakankar's refe:)enz: ?o

temporary arti
VU m
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j txit endom-
some O! t‘le da]lc“g hgules i Bh‘mbe(ka as Natafa]as and ﬂle
f h by ri;umayef Who haS reprodu(: h
ment O this

Krishna Chaitanya !

.D. Sankalia,
THE RAMAYANA IN HISTORICAL _PERSPECliVE. By H
: ' > pp" . .
Macmillan India Ltd., 1982; 205 pp., Rs. 80
Delhi:

ic (adikayya), notwithstan-
ised as the primeval ep'i(af’\t‘gss}hip and so on.
. n - o= OK O C
The Ramayana is reczgal as purana, itihdsa, b.(s)banishment and his rer§al
ding its many-faceted as:rt of the story, viz. Rhamaters with cities and territories
n < fora ink the charac : nner
in history { s that lin . fancy, told in a ma
Rooted in ith place name f fact. fiction and fancy, S
and with p ique blend of fact. instance, Hanuman’s m
to return) ic is a uniq inseparable. For instance, t his
al. the epicisa u tion are insep X for the tale, bu
that are re ) nd imagina ‘fact necessary ) i i
‘ ich realism a Sita may be a ieved it, including his en
in which r in search of how he achieved it,
n se is fiction: and how ! ted, one
ion to Lanka i air is fiction: is mingled— amalgamated, ,
journey through sea and Farest ot 1o bk, lovel ct womeion oy ponee. one
ters en route. is {aniy.imerest at the basic leve
counte to evoke
—80 as
should say

i i )'
Og 1 hmes
non-«< n i e] Of the hSt ( eader N m« )(l
Q ]tl e e ern

journey th

itage of India, it has
holarship lurned it eve on tshsee:re;r;)ygthe West) to the
e racice 12  the crtcal appafatHS ° elating to the date of the
me the practice to BPiSy as well) to offer msxghti rm5 e oate of the
beco ther wor _ ol lfe. custom ers.tchor
iy ey ts reflection of soc ia’s study of the Ramayar
Ramayana tar I date, its reflection of H. D. Sankalias study he 0o
S of wariare in thislne s 1 arch in its widest se
epic. 2? warfare etc. _Latef:):jology‘ a,rchaeology'’ang.re:lf o oy e sanse
qU;? torical perspective. teran scholar has applied him
n e ich the ve
‘ in whic
are fields i

i d tO Sha”)e.
it T™rm

“ ively and critical-
b on the dust cover, “deals e)f};‘afsv:czorded, “the
This book, says the F";Jr contrast to the treatment h"hitorical document.”
- o Sn . it as a
the Ramayana hypercriticism and treats it itical, historical and ar-
hor subjects the epic tdo "Can we. by a very C:j”cc(‘)ums of persons and
autho s n woras. incidents and a 2 1p.21.)
lia’s ow ify the cantents, as a whole?” (p.21.
In Sanka lusis stratify tiquity of the story ne
ical analy: ) about the antiq tices in more than o
chaeolog something ite at ease, as one no ised that the
and say is not quite a \. h one realise
placgsvxask. the author is ument runs as follows. Thm:ghave had alocale, and
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paSSag : . oeticai CO
isap

wh Ch was COHIDOSQd ma be dlSCaned. as
m i it Y

- s times during i

ime or

the tim

ly with

{
I



104 lnthasmdPrmu

attempted. That is our plea for undertaking this research " (p. 97) (The author
evidently means ‘excuse’ when he uses the word ‘plea’).

As the book unfolds itself, the researcher compels the reader to perceive
him in the image of Vidvamitra who so

etaphor, Valmiki's brahma danda is the

inspired outburst of poetry —invisible, yet incomprehen-
sibly unassailabje

‘ tter
The problem, in a sense, is of his own making. Few scholars know be
than Sankalia tha

) The ‘story’ of the Rama
(i) Valmiki has ‘woven out
{ii) The Ramayana h :
cent AD (event edition of the Oriontal Research Institute does
not satisty the author)

. el'e'
Generations of Indians have subscribed to and reinforced the divine
ment in the Ramayana.

yana has no historical evidence

{iv)

~ Almiki
And, may it be said in faimess 1o the father of Indian literature that Valmi
Was a poet, not a reporter?

il * the
Itis therefore hard to extend sympathy when the author wa)ls.. boﬂl\wed
illiterate and the well-educated always think that Rama and Krishna

- oxi e
thousands of years 290 and very often demand visible proot of (he;r.exl;:;’a‘:ly
from archaeologists” Instead of dismissing the “demand” with a sc “visi-
frown, Sankalia Proceeds, “One of the aims of this study is to collect these

ble proofs’ and disquss their bearing on the date of Rama and the Ramayana
p. 4).

The search for visibl

the Yuddhakéggia and t
anuman to Sita)
from Taxila fcirca

. T
€ proofs leads to a list of 15 items (p 97) Pendm‘”i z
he Sundarakanda: the signet ring of Rama (sent throug

All this painstakin

g research, howey
continued awareness

of a
€T, 15 set at nought by the absence
of interpolations

How could “the poet” have a model.
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i thor’s
details? The au
dd “geographical and supfmateutrsfe" intee o olations started,
when interpolations a ble in statements such as oncthe resent Sundarakanda
confusion is unmistaka eein to his imagination and
free v
the poet gave 2

emerged”. (p. 99).

n Indian epic,
21> This is the cf)nufldft‘;"z Sr{iti:al edition that
Who. then, was the ;ﬁon and culminating ‘;r‘ m all over India none of
emanating in the oral 0?386 palm leaf manuscnptfjl o a scholar of Sankalia's
emerges out of a study ier than A D. 1020. Od thyé Ramayana is P’imaﬁ]y.a
which date back to ear ng statement: “Granted must belong to a certain
eminence makes the am;me__in India or elsewhere_; tepresents the religio-
poem, still a poet anyw g;en Dante's Divine .Co;n?n s:he thirteenth and early
time and environmef}‘- n ltalian author who lived i arison would rest on Wh.o
philosophical vie\'us of a 3). The vahdity of the Com}?at we know of him and his
fourteenth centuries. lﬁ;ored the Ramayana. and - as imagination in a poet
“the poet” was, who au',. That there is such a thxn?o o llect “visible facts” in a
“time and environmen h holar when he sets out Archaeology can't have
ms to elude a research sc nd years old, in essence. Ar to a poet’s psyche.
see n two ;hgu‘i’e project involves dlggg"g g‘ushpaka could have
all the answers, .nOthw a‘:’nhor"s observation, Thust;een a helicopter as well”.
Amusing indeed ’Sb; jeet However, it could have
been the first jum ‘

(p. 105).

poem not less tha

i s of
d to remind the author, in the word o
s tem‘t);xeov./ a pérfume on the violet, or to a
o r "
steful and ridiculous excess .

As one closes the bgokz "
hakespeare, “to gild refme g;:; !
asngther hue unto the rainbow

K. S. Srinivasan

Sivaramamurthy,
H INDIA. By C.

. 372 pp. + 564 pls, Rs,
PANORAMA OF JAIN { India Press, 1983; 372 pp

New Delht: The Times o
650.

i lume to the three
espects a paralle! and Fomg i,’:"{';}'ff ,uto celebrate the

This book is in some rnd Architecture. pubhshe d under the auspices of
series. Jaina Art ° f Mahavira. Publishe h, former Director
vos(lu)(mn: year of the Niwanad'(t)ed by the late Mr. A. Ghosh,
2 it was ed)

i r had
. ia. in which the present rev1eAwe
Generl Jnanplﬁ;{ae]ogical Survey o h"d)a‘ "?T:: book under review is a cor-
General of the fAtc tributing several sections.
i con
the privilege O
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responding tribute and I dedicated to the celebration of the Mahamastak-
abhisheka of Gommatésvara Bahubali at Sravanabelgola in Karnataka, which
was held in February, 1981. This event coincided with the 1000th year of the
consecration of that spectacular monolith of 57 feet height by Chamundaraya,
the General of the Ganga king Matasifiha in A.D. 982 This single volume
visual conspectus of Jaina art achievements by the late lamented Mr. C.
Sivaramamurthy is verily the swansong of that learned writer and art historian

Jaina art is indeed, only in the manner of saying, for. Jainism has virtually
seeped into the entire matrix of Indian art and culture and is inextricably mixed
up with it in shades, hues and tints. In point of fact, it is nothing but the art under
the noble inspiration of Jainism evolved under the Patronage of kings and pon-
tiffs by a distinguished line of craftsmen. Ant in Jainism gave priority to the
supremacy of the soul and its immaculate character. Perfection was the watch
word and living faith of its metaphysics no less than its Tirthankaras. No
wonder the entire phenomenal world became its province. It is the immo
glory of Jainism that no part or feature of this world
could thus define the role and unravel the intricaci
salism of approach that was matched only by the

- that flowered under the inspiration of the noble cred
building, stone carving, mural paintings, bronze i
became the content of the Jaina cultural panoram

 villages and towns with a whole complex of art ¢r

" the envy and wonder of the entire Indian art worl
Buddhism which, for long from its beginning in art

 the efflorescence in the 8th Century A.D. of its Ma
tialities, struck its own individualistic idiom, des;
showed a pleasant commonalty of approach
Brahmanical Hindu art and architecture and wag
Krishna jostling as much with Jaina forbear
$§asanadevis and nidhis realised a perfect integration of the national spiritual
ethos through art.which appealed to the lowlies as well a< the elite what with the

presentation of the masterminds of the Macrocosm in the form of the Tir-
thankaras.

rtal
was outside its ambit
es with the aesthetic univer-
prodigious mastery of craft
o of Mahavira. Thys temple
mages and ritual ancillaries
a, filling our hills and dales.
eations which has ever been
d and craft fraternity. Unlike
in the 3rd Century B C until
hayana and Vajrayana poten-
gn and perspectives, Jainism
in visual aesthetics with the
its provocative foil Rama and
$ as with yakshas. yakshis.

Above all, the stark, drastic and draconic
Tirthankara image is a masterly statement of r
faith. The Kevalin corresponds no doubt to the
the Buddha, but the Srutakevalin, well-yerse
achieve the perfection that was the heirloo
thankaras that preceded him starting with Rs
phasis on the omniscient knowledge of the ¢
tremendous potential of the individual to pla

physical frame of the Digambara
eality and the fundamentalism in
Samyaksambuddhi of Gautama,
d in Duadasanga. ever tried to
m of Mahéu—i@ and the 23 Tir-
habhadeva or Adinatha This em-
eality of human existence and the
y his unerring part is an outstanding
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trait of Jaina metaphysics and an enduring glory of its translation into art plane.

The aim of the publication is to survey and assess the art 'manifestaﬁqns
under Jaina motivations in South India. S‘wara.mamurthy advxsedl;g abstains
from any firm regional categorization of tbe inflexions Qf that art, and is content
to pick up the innumerable felicitous creations of the ‘.Jama craftsm'en from about
the pre-Christian centuries to the end of thg Naik .penoc%. He considers the Iattgr
period as marking the decline of the creative art in lndna.- In that process, he is
perhaps constrained to meander through thls. stream. of Jaina art, now 'and again
wafting down its affluents and tributaries. This explains why the narration seem-
ingly does not have any firm directional thrust, but tends to become a weave

through the many-splendoured tapestry.

in the narrative part, this approach is still capablg of holding the aﬁention of

the reader to the expansive nature of the a.esthetlcs and metaphysical sym-
; hough it has the tendency to digressive traverses across the terrain of
bolism, tBOt in the visual picturisation of the narmrative in the illustrations, this
that art. :;Jreates the anomaly of the reader having to go forwards and
tendencs:j in time and space. and mingle classic idioms with conventionalised
backwaf sgmdelineations- His division of the Jaina art summation into architec-
and dnscrle te re and painting in three sections accentuates this problem even
e scug Lées ite the ravishingly beautiful plates on the landmarks, profes-
rpore, an ) ctpit leaves the reader in a maze of anachronistic juxtapositions of
sionally pe et , And given the remarkable muitiplicity of the zonal, regional and
art mgvemefrf\ Sr-ts of the artisans who were responsible for the fulfilment of the
Sups’d’aw € \?ement it makes the pictorial sequence a congeries of parts, swit-
Ja?na art mo e 'from early to late mManifestations. Perhaps, this could not
ching on re;:)e?atedyas long as the pictorial narrative followed literally, as it did,
have been obv in the scriptural narrative. However, if the micro-illustrations
the referen;es margins alone had punctuated the scriptural narrative, and the
shown on !t ertfoliCQJS in a truly chronocultural order for whole regions in South
sunjptuou;e PC; furnished in the larger pictures, the self-same fare could perhaps
:,ndlz Q::n meore harmonious and satisfying than it has actually turned out to be.

av

Perhaps with the failing health of the author, close attention to the layout
Perha

iling. Editing being an ardous task in art publica-

§ecame prog;essai:e‘:/ilrgi\e’:ﬁoa this an?i be truly grateful for the prodigiously

tions, one may a d fare the volume offers, upholding its aim in presenting the

colourful and vage same reason, one also misses a keynote disquisition on the

(;ef Jainism, which no one was more competent to present than

self. In sum, the nan;ra] c:aracter of (tjhtehdaina a]rt :as

i larl rtrayed in the script an e visuals, but

t;:eer:j :rpga‘:i':f:; z:grzze;;ci:s ofy tgz South Indian contribution to the Jaina
the distin

mainstream lurking somewhere are not effectively disclosed.

panorama. For
matrix of art un A
the Jearned author him
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present the total achievements of Jaina art
in South India as indeed in its parental northern plains within the compass of a
single volume. All the same, ane small but striking cameo of that art, which vir-
tually initiated the creative spectrum. has been overlooked. We are referring to
the small grey terracotta bust, archaeologically relatable to the 4th century B.C.
discovered in the excavations at Ayodhya—the birth place indeed of more than
one Tirthankara— which reveals the earliest manifestation of Jaina art in the
form of a possible Kevalin with shaven head. distended ears, dangling hands
and a beatific smile. The work belongs to the masses, and thus is an epitome of
the hold of Mahavira's religion in art form among the poor and the lowly.

It is indeed a challenging job to

The volume is well produced. It not only measures up to the high quality of
the Times of India publications. but sets a new standard in art production in the
country. The photographers have spared no pains to produce exquisite purple
patches. The ant lovers and historians who were pining for seeing the Jaina art
gallery in colour and print are treated to a sumptuous banquet. The volume is a
fragrant bouquet of the choicest blossoms of Jaina art in South India to the
author and a worshipful homage to the memory of Bahubali, the saint. The
book is. by all standards. 2 treasure-house of creative Jaina art of three millennia

and a testimony to its immortality.

K. V. Soundara Rajan

ENT OF INDIA, 1860-1977. By Ray-

THE FINANCIAL DEVELOPM
Oxford University press, 1983; xv +

mond W. Goldsmith, Delhi:
240 pp., Rs. 125.

When Mathew Amold called history a huge Missisipi of falsehood, little did he

realize that history could be well-documented by not merely circumstantial and
‘behavioural’ evidence, but also by many quantitative methods and usefully
studied for policy orientations. The use of quantitative methods—the
‘cliometrics’ deploying econometric methods to study different relationships —is
fairly recent in literature. and is being used by a few indian economic historians
as well. Goldsmith is not an economic historian in a puritanic sense, but is a
‘monetary’ economisl~turned-hxstorian. with the necessary equipment in quan-
He relies—unlike pure historians delving into materials in the
archives—on published literature. which he has collected in abundance andina
systematic manner, but does not hesitate to make ‘even rough_estimates', where
the existing data do not shed much light on the subject of inquiry, if only to sug-
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gest that figures, once accepted, would often speak for themselves

Goldsmith divides the span of 117 years into three periods covering three
chapters: the Victorian India. 1860-1913, India between the Wars. 1914-1946.
and Independent India. 1947-1977_ Ajj the three chabters are balanced in terms
of volume (65 pages ot Chapter {, 72 pages of Chapter Il and 88 95925.0‘
Chapter 1Il) and systematic in the treatment of the subjects dealt with, viz.. in-
frastructure, money, prices, interest rates, balance of payments, capital forma-

fion and saving, financial institutions, financing the different sectors of the
économy. and the national balance sheet '

Goldsmith views the role of the British Government in the Victorian India as
positive and helpful to the later day development process, and quotes Karl Marx
in his favour. He mentions that law and order and development of the railroad
System, and modern currency and banking system are the factors conducive to
development which are provided by the British. But he carefully avoids descnb-

ing railways as the ‘leading’ sector. (In this sense, he has fought shy of becoming
an Indian Fogel or an Indian Rostow) .

The Victorian India was one of
come, the estimate being less than 1

fact that the period that was considered has covered a fairly long span of years.

Goldsmith hints subtly that com
the Victoric

in
mercialization of agriculture had begun

€ inter-war periods. Money supply grew at about 8.5bpe‘:
intaining a substantial g9ap iy
growth rate. The gap is reflected in the rise in pnces']":ve
ty theory of money. Goldsmith himself seems to be 'V _
his explanation of income-money-and prices in the d’cr
The average annual increases in prices were estimate “an
an India; 3 per cent in the inter-war years and 5 per cen

ween itself and the real
dicating thus the quanti
in this theory (p. 9), as
torian period shows.

1.5 per cent in Victori

ot P and Brecent i

' . however, link the developments in

ndia. .S,",'ff;“;: S:lea:\c';o;f payments. The balance of payn;‘ents

money and prices rised by export surpluses till the end of 1920s, and in ows

suation wee Charadﬁts in considerable quantities upto. 1913, and later. in

jof foreign mvestme_rhé large exports of gold—mainly owing to the depress;c;n

moderate amounts.-l. ted by sale of gold by people often in dlsngss, led to ! e

of the 'thities—fac lt‘a balances in London, helping India in the infancy of her

accumulation of stgrltng her capital imports to some extent. The balance of

o finance serious in independem India upto mid'-seventies,
eg“:o "éa(:ldsmith, to the limiting of imports.

Independent Indi

Independence t
E)ay;‘nenis pro%)i
leading accordin

owth rate was low in both the Vic-

Even though the annual;: er(aiieldr:r:tgfs discussion on capital formation

torian and the inter-war yee o‘f a growth momentum. From a conjectural 5.5

o suggest ?he pr?encross capital formation to national ;‘)roduct‘ went up

ctoren tn ).a‘;,gr years. and to 20 per cent in the 'seventies. Here

to 7 per cent in the lmef;r'tunately make efforts to evaluate the wor.th of these

Goldsmith dogs not UZre to go by the Raj Committee’s Report {Capltél Forma-

estimates, but 1 one w0 50-51 to 1979-80. Reserve Bank of India, 1982)

tion and Saving in n't must have entailed a superhuman effort to make guesses
one would thmkttirc‘)‘:\t':hat had taken place before Independence.

orma

seems t '
per cent in Victo

on capi!al f

; tail the development of various financial in-
Goldsmith traces }na;::tc)?;?::e(::ﬁve banking system, post-office savings, in-
stitutionsdcommerClg nking. to mention a few. Put together, thgy grew at an
surance, indigenous ?abou; 5 per cent and 9 per cent respectively betwegn
annual average 'ate. Othe inter-war years {in terms of total resources).- The rapnd
1870 and 1913 and in rcial and co-operative banking system replacing t.he in-
increase of the commj the development of insurance reﬂegt, according to
digenous bankers 'a:ral change in the direction of modernization of the coun-
Goldsmith. the struct - But Goldsmith does not dwell on the factors that ha\fe
try's financial structurd -mode mize banking and insuraan. Isthe developr.nen.t in
helped to develop an { the rise in money incomes? Or is it due to a combmatlo-n
banking on accoul'ltt‘:le rise in incomes, the difficulty faced by ana‘ll. savers in
of factors, sudt\ as d other immovable properties in view of tbelg rising prices,
holding gold, silver ag{ services provided by the modem bar?kmg. Aparlt 'from
and the wide fa“a_e h are illustrative, the need to know the dxffferent qualities of
othese questions W ‘Cncia‘ institutions—the vield rates, the maturity pattemns, and
the assets of t.he f;?a rovide—is important. For, the degree of substitutions and
the capital gainst ‘%’;F apart fram the income-generating effect of the assets
the degree of ﬁqwd :sefui reading for an economic analyst. The mere fact that
make interesting a(r; roliferated and increased in volume is ovnly to be expec?ed
financial assets hr:en‘: process. And it is here that Goldsmith avoids making
in any deveiop
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themse\vess_dgmems and lets the figures and information speak for themselves

Victorian India and inr;;:n? of the tinancing of the non-financ:al sectors x

tion. The genera| i € Inter-war years 15 also repiete with data and inf

have about the fi lmp'resgons.rhm senous students of economic history of

get furth nancing of railways. agnculture and Government. to cite & 1%
er endorsed by Goldsmith's study

Goldsmithy'
studied a:?r?es work Shguld be viewed as a labour of love and devotion: o
May not acc ‘a’!‘,‘“gf}‘"y INterpreted by readers depending on their tastes: of
St ept afl his estimates’, on the ground that they are blown up by usé
cal methods wh > othef

. ic Te)
estimate, howey h may not necessanly reflect the reahtes. but °

. er we i
Provided by the BUth(ilrmade' would deviate from the direction of the €
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tered, disparate, and in several ways mutually antagonistic, mass of Indian
Muslim political opinion, on an issue that helped to unite them among
themselves, as well as with the major and other minority communities, in forging
a national anti-British imperialist front in India, enthused him. True, the Khalif in
Turkey was for him a distant phantom figure. What he had heard about his do-
ings also did not inspire him with much enthusiasm for him as a person. Yet, his
symbolic significance as a relic, that had been preserved, through thick and thin,
in more or less authentic form, from the time of the Prophet, did still stir in him
atavistic memories that made him kin with the emotions of the bulk of his com-
munity. It is against this background of distant memory that he has now read this
detailed, and extremely competent study of the Khilafat movement.

Straightway, he must declare that it is'distinguished by a high degree of
scholarship. What stands out most are the direct references it throughout makes
to original records and correspondence, a great deal of which are naturally in
Urdu. The use that is made of Urdu political verse of the period to highlight and
illumine the facts and the characters of the chief actors in the drama of the
movement—the Khilafat movement was above all dramatic—is skilful; it shows
how well the author has understood the catalytic role that Urdu poetry played in
galvanising the emotions of the Indian masses—irrespective of their caste, creed,
economic and social differences and divisions. The parallel between what was
being done by lrish poets in Ireland and in India by Urdu poets at about the same
time to arouse nationalistic sentiments in a form that would, if not hoodwink the
British authorities charged with the task of supressing such sentiments, at least
make it difficult for them to convict the writers in a court of law, is striking.
Perhaps 1t presages the link between W. B. Yeats and Tagore.

The style in which the book.is written is extremely readable, concise, and
not lacking in a dry sense of humour. Referring to a fund-raising campaign of the
Ali brothers, she remarks that it “often resembled the line of an itinerant huckster
at a country fair.” Giving excerpts from Muhammad Ali’s speech during it in
Madras (April 2nd. 1921) in which every kind of inducement was held out, she
adds: “The only thing lacking was a guarantee to refund their money if they

were not fully satisfied.”

The characters and importance of the principal actors, Mahatma Gandhi,
Maulanas Muhammed Ali and Shaukat Ali, Abdul Bari and Abul Kalam Azad,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Lala Lajpat Rai, the two Nehrus and Saifud-
din Kitchlew and others. involved either directly with the Khilafat movement or
with its always rather tense and delicately balanced relationship with its
counterparts in the other communities of India, are allowed to emerge in the
swift flowing narrative only on the basis of the part they actually played in
it—thelr actions not professions—without embellishment or elaboration.
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Except in regard to Maulanas Muhammad
bl Kalam Pasd, one is tod very I ?ﬁoi?am Ab, Abdul Bari and
ground. A little more about this would have enhanced th personalities and
?::i(::ra?lyi it would hjave been especially valuable as the l: :Pl\le of the book
° c;xs }\]m communities and groups had all clustered aders of thg other
radiated the aura of the Indian National Congress and round Gandhiji, who
:;?ﬁaa:‘lg; tln :;?r:iseq“: nce, ,ther‘,2 has been a te:rc;ent::is ?m santliness over
ty consciou(;‘athja‘ln ?: 28 o been more ‘"aﬁonahz" 1 loss commmmunt
ose who led the Khilafat movement. A sl?n}:jtlless ‘communi-
: ghtly more expan-

sive treatment of this aspect would haye
the conundrum that confronted the ieédei;‘:)t;lgiifone 10 get closer to the heart of

o . erent
tx:e ketha't of §:feg}1:rdnng or advancing the interest of &l‘neiian communities a the
y y eping within the ambit of the nation al 'f OWNn communities and
and to judge them on the basis of their actyaj reSponan t’;.imperialis( struggle—,
se to it on each count
Nevertheless, in your revi ) |
- ol ' viewer's opini
“the validity of her thesis, that the Khilaf pinion, the’ author convinces one of

i at m Wt ucod
to forge a pan-Indian Muslim cor Ovement used “pan-Islamic symbols

As the author Cu
primarily as an anti.oBb:;:;ei:'s Gandhi espoused the Khilafat because he saw 1t
f\“ovement and a big boog ¢ u:., a means to bring the Muslims into a nationalist
:;Z a‘ mass movement * 0 I’:S{'D‘ans to reorganise and redirect the Congress
| Ple better than me of th iit knew the psychology and ethos of the Indian
2aders. In a speech 1o Cal the other Western educated and onented polit

Politics cannot be CUtta students in 1915 he had categorically declared:
Ali brothers, and was ?rced from religion”. This had particularly impressed the
forged subsequently. © be the basis on which Hindu-Muslim unity was '©

" Gand
st

“me Kh“d "
. at”",
things to differen peoasl;l:e :utho, says. “was a symbol which meant different
» but the anti-British nature of the symbol provi
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and on this basis the Hindu-Muslim alliance was built”. At the
\eight of the freedom campaign, the author points out: “In predominantly
Muslim areas, Ulamas and Sufis were the chief messengers of the movement,
armed with fatawa and religious rhetoric. For Hindu audiences, religious sym-
bolism was also employed: the promised Swaraj became Ramraj or Gandhiraj,
the rule of virtue, versus the present Ravanraj, the rule of evil.”

,ome consistency,

This review may fittingly conclude with a quotation from the last paragraph
of the book: “The national alliance disintegrated, but Muslim self-consciousness,
with or without the Khilafat to symbolise it, had become a factor in Indian
ts to cement an Indian national alliance had to take that

politics. All future attemp
into account, and did so inadequately”.

feeling of Muslim consciousness

e this uncomfortable conclusion. One can only urge now,
past should be pondered over when making attempts to
forge such an alliance in the present. For that purpose, a careful study of this
book by all those who are concerned with Hindu-Muslim unity and national in-
tegration problems would be a salutory preparation. .

it is hard to disput
that the lessons of the

Badr-ud-Din Tyabji

HRU. A BIOGRAPHY, Vol. Ii, 1947-56, By Servepalli

WAHARLAL NE
JA d University Press, 1979; 346 pp., Rs. 150.

Gopal, Delhi: Oxfor

cond volume of a carefully researched and widely applauded
harlal Nehru by a scholar who has had the advantage of a cer-
tain personal proximity to his subject and to some others who had, as he notes in
the preface, @ share in “the history of the first years of free India”. Even to his
detractors, Jawaharlal is a fascinating figure, lending himself, often out his own
mouth, to the ventind of his flaws and his failure to fulfil the role in history, to
which the trust and affection of his people and the shaping of his life largely by
the Gandhi ‘magic’ (that he never forswore) had summoned him throughout his
restless involvement with his people for a forty:five-year stretch. Much was, and
continues 10 be expected of Sarvepalli G?Pal. with his gifts and advantages, in
this regard—2 biography of Jawaharlal, without gust that might come easy but is
insipid. aiso without the super?OT rancour which. in our peculiar conditions, tends
sometimes to creep into estimations of a career that reflected, perhaps in-

evitably, the long historical shadows of our Indian predicament.

This is the se
biog{aphy of Jawa
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cise, but one wishes that though t
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{to which Gopal has had a much

i extent possible, must be made) are
often acute. Gopal's fortunate apprenticeship h

P has endowed him with a certain
mastery of the tools of historical inquiry and he hag a feeling for the language in

ions. Here, indeed. is a book not only

Y as government of the people not only by and
for the people, but also “with” the people —this probably an impossibilist b";
Nevertheless, in a newly free country, an inspiring desire. | is impermissible. o
course, for an historian of Gopal's rectitude, to embark on a sentimental exer-

he glow in our people’s hearts that Jawahl“.{“l
used in 194546 (o talk about beautifully remained largely unlit W"‘h
independence. Agust 15, 1947 was not only a “sad morning” (title of Gopal's
first chapter) but a lot more besid

€s—something that at least an Indian historian.
however austere, should not overlook altogether .

-
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“amateur politicians wtlo know nott:ngpa::‘u‘(:o lti?’b9c)s
emanating as it did fro':ﬁon" made him claim “a right dtc:i s of oppertunist
and less about insurre 1948, Nehru bewailed “the sordi i Party, that “an
Looking around him in ut i'n re the Kisan Mazdoor ‘;:ia’aal mygrdinan'ly,
politics™ (p. 74}, bur: igeoiogv should not be called aJpo :ak:sh Narayan, of
organisation W“hcmda drinking den"” (p.153). When ;g;f his “naked, open
but more aptly calle ahim like hell, denouncing in jalist leaders, Narendra
all people, had' hurt nse was to ensure that two SOC_’ He went on to say
fascism”, Nehru's resp(i) were not opposed in. th?' elegno?tén “third-rate” . was
Deva and 'Kagmc:lsdli)dea:e's, “snarling liorh seli?::st ::y(h(i)ng that | have done”,
that choosin d a heart-break than ild animals” (pp. 159-61).
“more of a burden an if [ was in a den of wild an h his
a;nc;;g: “I have felt fel‘fsegg,yg,a:p'}f\y provokes, however, ;s: ;n:ng:;shg";;gdﬁeo
The grouse teh:its?:azai“ perhaps trying ;‘; ?;esz::;:{ias;) facets of a life that, Wit:h

nt pag ils to gra \ ittina ice to his
:gxliou;:i be overCO‘l'nf‘;]:;:‘alwas ygert luminous Wl;;]huu[:;i:il::.ng Servic
perhaps fur(;d:l?oeng the extent of his powers, to a
country an '

i der's impres-
in the limited space of a review the rea mpres.
it is difficult to expou“r‘:gr:s antipathetic to hi§ subject,t \s;)t;n:srl\;\: ::::r‘ evge )
ion that the authqr, by nc: e e he is somenmes? ora ol i, e
graceless, not onlyl tomemioned, Pant, B. C. Ro;; ar;«l a; s otbers noted amos
Kalam Azad is h"_’rd yeop’ e (which they were not), ohelanabis elegated to.
as inconseguential {; s because, planning, for. lopg 2 douaharlal passion an
lonely footnote (per , ap,hro ugh a phase of quahtatwehoney = appears. naten.
during 1955-56 Passl:‘g Gopal to have been a rzz’atherl.p orey exercise), Rajendra
tirely without reason 'being “in the ranks of 'medxevel: ‘Sr;;ys uosnt he alitle more
o dismiss;ed a]S kshimi Pandit, closely 1 ‘o2 arer once consulted for her
than that?). Vl}aya‘; ely drawn upon), though nevMountbatten ulted for e
ondence s P10 d. however, by Gopal .to batten and to C. D.
resp ¢—a privilege proffTre r;‘ong e Y Ra)agop.alac at i i
‘ll)uea:lhmukhwfig_uring,:;a?nawh;ch is unworthy, a.nq Wh(fgs‘g“:; ar “’,ecmude‘
laboured and lofty di lace on record his appreg:)::lxorna (1956) of the ectiude,
Ty, fcency todpfaimess" o e man'd c)whicjh it could be, for it is un-
ability, efficiency a';)ener the list is not !engthgn; ,as ch it copld e, for s ur
have resented e thor a different yard-stick w o et
ury. From the AU haracter', though hardly alway lkeakle one, and i
Savqon for e'xampiet > C’ ted way a truly talented man “;-. tsmore ian poes
::nowr; som;tir;'ej $a\;ostbstantial, deserved from the autho
assistance to Ivé

treatment.

neralise from the author's hints (which are important
to ge
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about Radhakrishnan's suggest
treaty, with the UnSa nSSRs stion regarding close relations, even a friendship
had an allergy towards s as early as February-March 1950 (p. 64). that Nehru
bassador was immur::x ‘;l;srgstanfl socilist countries, from which hi; then
minimi , e ently, in the fore
chary :fe; ?herl:ru s rolg in fashioning the fabric of l)r?;o?ngz‘)ef :‘:pte;:{‘.(‘,.opz
York Times’ (zgqrs;?"l’;;s ;le“i':co(;‘tent with citing.one, indirect!: nfrorr"lp"N:w
am leaving part of . “He (Nehru) said as he took off from Moscow: '
et e s, We i e g o i 1t
wobblings Indi ind" (p. 248). Ov -
changes—per}?az‘saysetdf not unworthy role, Gopal @nor:: ﬁ}oer;i!.r:vheg dl_eSpl!e.
even mentions Nehruim remains too much of a bete noire fof g:) t? me::r
315 brings to mind that 3;;:301;:3]12:1‘?9:}) in Parliament on tt.\e deathiz Sr:ahn.
n
ought aloud, the citations, abounding \i:\a;::eb{iz;::)::\ ‘:,ee r::):m mfo * szﬁz
om from

metric system of weights

. and m .
blography and rouses expe easures. Gopal's after all, is a voluminous

Ctations :
that essential details would not be omitted.

Gopal calls him, 'K P. S’ wh e
. Pt 1e]

in Moscow siani m Stali ;
+ Signifying o talin received twi
who has conmbmedgmu;nc(;)umry s importance and ;z persona_auy.l (a ra:(e ;vesng
ere is No room in thi O-Soviet amit renvoy's also). ‘K. F -~
n this revie Y more perha -
w - s than lishes.
to refer in detail 1o the te:dency in%?sa!])i;:aphy

kar enioui )

China India's at ‘m: Kf)y‘}ng his innings in Pelang, was 1%

Tibet needed preference for ‘Suzeraimyy | allure correctly to communicate 10
ed elucidation ang fixat W instead of ‘sovereignty’ in relation 10

for the lo
Ministry, from the Prime M;n of responsibility for default, it was a t
Nister down 10 the rest in the line. Gopal

"ch. however, appears i

" (Nehru's) was, in fact, a com
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with some unnecessarily malevolent comments that hit
so Nehru. Again, there is no room here for elaboration,
s chief Indian biographer chooses virtually to stigmatise
india's China policy to be just naive, to denigrate even India’s role before, during
and after Bandung, to stress such things as Nehru's proximity to the ‘West’ even
over the Suez War (1956), his misgivings over ‘real, existing socialism’ during,
for example, the 1956 crisis in Hungary, his allegedly clear antipathy towards
communism and communists in India, to refuse to recognise Nehru's long-held
perceptions about Afro-Asian Solidarity, his links with such people as Kenyatta
and Nasser and NKrumah, so that when he died, the Moroccan delegate at the
United Nations could speak of him as “the sculptor of the ethics of our part of the
world” —a judgment of which there is no premonition in Gopal's survey..

however, is not content
not only Panikkar but al
but it is a pity that Nehru’

k is chaste. unhurried and elegant. The way it uses
the tools of scholarship is admirable. From time to time his delineation of the
facts. in so far as they go. is a delight. Having access to Nehru's private paper:
after 1947 gives Gopal a great advantage and the book will offer readers muct
authentic information and some rare insights. Why Gopal's debt to thi
Jawaharlal Trust that made him general editor of Nehru's selected works ana
provided him with facilities unexampled perhaps in the annals of Indian resear-
nexplicable. The volume, in any case, reads easily and at-
deal of significant information on the basis of which
‘Nehruana' might turn out a truly worthwhile quest. It is a pity, however, that
almost a trifie churlishly, and somewhat inconsistently with its earlier contents
and even judgments, the book nearing its conclusion (p. 316) reads: “His
monplace mind, nourished by idealism and passion
and strengthened by reflection”. This is a somewhat strange juxtaposition, for
while Jawarharlal undoubtedly failed the sterner tests of history, while greatnes:
in the epochal sense clearly escaped him, “commonplace” is no adjective tc
label on “his mind". Gopal, professionally, knows more perhaps than anyone|
else about what Jawaharlal wrote, and also—if his sights were unblurred —about
what Jawaharlal did and had ached and yeamed to do in his life-time and in a
situation as predicated in hoary India, unsure about her place in an unfamiliar
world. Let there be no adulation which is both senseless and insensitive. But let
there be a better balancing of judgments than in Gopal's doubtless importan|

work.

The writing of this boo

tractively, revealing 2 great

Hiren Mukerjes
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SPOTLIGHT ON SINO-INDIAN FRONTIERS. By Karunakar Gupti
Calcutta: New Book Centre, 1982; vi + 178 pp., Rs. 30.

In recent years, Dr. Karunakar Gupta has performed the very useful servic
of bringing to the attention of the public certain facets of the Sino-Indiap borde
controversy heretofore known only_té scholars. Spotlight on Sino-Indian Fror
tiers is essentially a restatement of his previously published views.but with th
happy addition of an excellent and insightful introduction by the late Souri

Roy.

Basically what Dr. Gupta has to say is that most of the Sino-Indian frontie
has never been legally defined and that at various times in history what camu
close to being official dishonesty was practiced to obscure this fact. Dr. Gupta’
views on the history of the McMahon Line and the frontier in Aksai Chin mee
the test of historical accuracy and scholarly probity. His revelation of the essen

tial fraud perpetrated by Sir Olaf Caroe by first recalling and then re-issuing &
basically counterfeit version of Aitchison’s Treaties, Volume XIV of 1929, is par:
ticularly telling. Indian policy, governmental ineptitude and the inadequacies ai
the official white paper all come in for well-deserved criticism, although a moré
expanded discussion of the “powerful American lobby” that was supposedly in-
strumental in shaping Indian policy would have been useful. In conclusion, one

cannot help but applaud the author's plea for open access to official materials for
all scholars at the earliest possible moment.

Robert A. Huttenback

COMMUNISM IN KE . A Study in Political Adaptation. By T.J.
Nossiter, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1983; 426 pp.. Rs.130.

etumned a democratically elected communist
government, Kerala has been attracting many curious scholars from the Western
capitalist societies. Almost all of them tried 10 read a pattern in Kerala that would
fit in with their own concepts of Asia's political evolution. In the late 1950's and
early 60's when the Chinese revolution was riding the wave of popularity, Kerala
was seen as “the Yenan of India”. For the post-Vietnam intellectuals, after what
they saw in Pol Pot's Cambodia. the effort was to read in Kerala a tropical ver-
sion of the ideclogically confused Euro-communism. Even this left many a ques-
tion unanswered—especially the extent of domestication of an ideology which
considers any reform a cardinal sin. Dr Nossiter's area of study is the political

Ever since 1957 when it 1
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adaptation of Kerala's communists and their final transformation into “just
another party” in the state’s present coalition politics.

This process of political adaptation is probably more significant than any
other aspect of communism in Asia. For that, there is no better laboratory than
Kerala where political parties split like bacteria in a tissue culture, all split parties
following parailel ideological lines. The complex interaction of tradition, theory

and expediency ha. produced a unique Marxist culture in this state physically in-
capable of any armed revolution.

Informally Nossiter’s book has two pants. The first part, dealing with events
upto the year 1957, is a brilliant analysis of the socio-political milieu which threw
up the first communist state administration in India. Almost all significant factors
that contributed to it have been studied meticulously. These
demographic pressures, growing literacy,
particularly among the educated, the brea
religion and caste, industrial backwardness,
ownership of land and so on. No attempt
ticular reason for the fascination of Malayal
munist, though Dr Nossiter specifically rej
mentators as inadequate. Yet, in passing,
munism came very late to Kerala

include
desperate levels of unemployment
k-up of the joint families, the role of
trade unions, party organisation, the
has been made to suggest any par-
ees, of all people in India, for com-
ects the assumptions of earlier com-
he has some revealing ideas. Com

—almost a quarter century after the first party
cell was formed in Bombay. Their first significant enterprise was the

underground movement of the late forties and early fifties, based on the Calcutt:
thesis. Brutal police repression gave a halo of martyrdom to number of card
carrying party members. With this as political capital, their performance showec
a compounded growth in the 1950's. As a result, Kerala communists had never
really an occasion to answer inconvenient questions regarding the Stalinist
purges, or their party’s role in the freedom movement—questions that stood in
their way elsewhere. The strategy of infiltrating into the Congress party during
freedom struggle worked extremely well in Kerala and almost all important
leaders of the party had their early political schooling in the Congress party.

By the time the party recovered from i
Calcutta thesis, the communal politics of
ground, especially in the erstwhile Travan
freedom were split there almost equally between two leading com-
munities—Nairs and the Syrian Christians— while the backward sections, par-
ticularly Ezhavas, were in search of a forum of their own. And communists filled
this bill. it became a party of Ezhavas and other backward classes led by trained
leaders coming from Nair and Christian communities. This formula worked till
the split of the party which in the Kerala context was also a rebellion against the
leadership. (As a result, the pro-Moscow CP1 was left with most leaders and few

ts temporary insanity caused by the
Kerala provided the ideal breeding
core region. The Joaves of political
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i i inst the Congress
innina the communists were pitted again  th
fO“OW‘?‘:) .s:rgrar:.\:::ehbseug‘p:r;:gcame from the Church—till thehChr;‘shans formed
Swaeritry:u: many Kerala Congresses—all supported by the Church.

ists’ adaptation to the local environment was

T e o:;:ceecgfn:l::ut:‘es‘ns\eaof f:’aste as the dominant politicadl ;acon:;:
their Informne o .qinal contribution of the Kerala party (9 the wor c "
Can this > tefm:g ?a‘::;glpolitics was, however, not as inﬂue:tlglta :chtl?:, :,nwme,
T T aton as i Malabar, the party had to
e o reg'io"“ as;';:c\:ao? ;zszzi‘:iat:'cgi'::ique phenomenon which ev;n t/:e::l;a;:
the Moplah ° p;;) ot tackle during the freedom movement. Whgn atri ?to o
fron Gandhl C'ou } n away the Muslim masses, the commur-usts e © splt
(rontatiop failed to wea strategy which seems to provide a work_mghansw:. e
the Mus!lm League ::ate Muslim parties fighting one another in t eEStMaseNam-
loday W thre'e 'Seﬁ contribution of the state’s leading c.ommumzt EMS Pam-
could be an ongl“,a! llectual prowess seems to have so impresse s
boodiipad whosg o hether in power or out of the governm'eng alve oy
Do the CommlfnlS'S- wt ies in Kerala. Within the limited corTs.muhona .au o tz
been playing w“h,lo‘lu <siiaa there was no chance of Namboodiripad tu;n.\ngl Zda -
e ls’tal‘?s ‘:\ i:enc‘e expediency determines the amount of politica p
be another Pol Pot.

tation the party is willing to undergo.

ogy of Dr Nossiter appears inadequate to meet

ipp documents, the very sources

i clippings and party . ry source

Pl e l'lke ne\l&ﬁiﬁ\r lngian editors have a very hberalardcehher:n;c\)gde (;
areblof;en u?}:gglsab\: .fact which might come in the way of any rese )

publishing ethics—

: eople he has been interVIew.- :
s e s v genAy o PSS U
ing. Communists are t};f/hs?? o smpares the roles of Namboc: “t,lhpere anc
et polmcal‘ r\eeds-f gding of Kerala's communist m_ovemc::n,mence onls
Krishna Pillai in the }?ug_s S rd, Namboodiripad Sh0.1 into p‘:. nence onl
tendency to equate, whic th‘e tate by the central leadership and l;lse?n e
when he was imposedion larger role in the 1940's. Anothgr pro e s whil
tion need not a{(ord s a?\d “extremists” based on their pre:e e have
ding leaders as ‘mod‘erates-s lit debates. Many moderates 01{: za explaining
explaining the party s pr?(spof the 70's and vice-versa ’ah °s ifyDr Nossiter
turnedh!o e tileczz‘;::: the basis of the present views. Perhap
away their past a

ha(l a h"]e t(aln,ng in Y [(l ()”””IHHSIH l.” }(e’a’a Would have been e

Beyond 1957. the methodol

M.P. Narayana Pillai
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:lBuosg‘l‘!AleZY OF GOA AND THE PORTUGUESE lhi INDIA. By

me:ry :Az eee::thNthe goll::bomtlon of Archana Ashol Kakodkar
. Ne :

N QCarmph" ez w Delhi: Promilla & Co., 1982; xix + 413 PP

himsZ:fl eaa:;};:i:f this \'Nork,’ Prof. Henry Scholberg. has already carved out for
known speiati 'enéo niche in thg world of bibliographers. An internationally
ficular irpered in":h uth Asian historical documentation, he has evinced par-
covered the British e]re.C ordsiof the European Powers in India. In 1970. he
of British India :s bﬁg,,e in India through his publication: The District Gazetteers
dans I'lnde. The ar ’ fography_ foilo‘fved in 1973 by Bibliographie des Frangais
e ‘[ndiap Ce}fselnt work is thg Fh"d of the series covering Goa and the Por-
holding of seminars a;e' enterprising efforts of certain scholars. through the
story of Goa's past an 4 “}’\orkShOPS- have aroused considerable interest in the
therefore, E\Sanzner:n the p_onuguese rule in India. This work is apposite.
Portuguese P1o provide easy access to the sources for the study of the
presence in India extending over a period of five centuries.

In thi

availablo :i \;&I:Ae?ecﬁuthgr has attempted to identify and itemize materials
particular. and othe; r urches. archives and museums of Goa and Lisbon in
listed them, each in e9‘°”§ in general. Under specific subject headings he has
same fime i‘ndicatingi’;\:ieTlse"j form wifh relevant bibliographical details. at the
as Konkani, Morat Kr ocations. Beg)des covering works in Indian languages
European iauguages' aarénad‘a and Hindi, the author has included works in
There are some workss‘ J‘QhSh- French, Portuguese. German and others.
help of his collaborat In Japanese and other Asian languages too With the
viding as full and comrs‘ t:e ;uthor has attempted an ambitious task of pro-
cover the periad 1497 gtel 926nswe 2 coverage as possible Most of the works
end. While care ha be 1 bg! the time frame has been stretched at either
en taken to include only the titles as have been verified. a

few excepti
P‘iOns have been i
have been noted also. made and titles not known 1o be available at present

The RN .

tions as ttnobhtc;lgeri?a:gnltse:m fully annotated, but in some items helpful indica-
bibliographical details havtsb:ave _bee“ attempted In each item, complete
print. At the same time :, en given, such as, author. title. collation and_ im-
also. The key to locatso'n i Whétehom it can be obtained have been given
in Asia, Europe and U.S :3 rr;‘bols’ given on pp. xvii-xix, shows that institutions
ed are printed books e ave been covered fairly extensively. ltems includ-

+ titles in anthologies, and unpublished works as theses:

India Past and Present

" dissertations and reproductions of actual MSS. While in a separate sectioi

ftemised lists of journals and newspapers of relevance to Goa are given, there i
no attempt to cover periodical contributions in the work. Perhaps, the authc
may attempt another volume to cover serial materials.

An index has been provided to the bibliography, covering over 40 page:
and this is followed by a supplement wherein special papers on sources of Indc
Portuguese history are given in extenso. One of them provides an overview ¢
the public and private archives on indo-Portuguese history, and another dea
with the Church archives pertaining to Goa and the Portuguese in India. Thes
are very useful contributions, competently written, and they enhance the valu
of the work. One of the collaborators (A. K. Kakodkar) has attempted to revie
the opportunities for research in Goa and this serves as a useful guide to th
valuable sources for research that await the probe of scholars in illuminatir

unknown areas of Indo-Portuguese history.

The work is a valuable contribution to the study of source materials pertain:
ing to the history of the Portuguese in India, providing comprehensive¢
bibliographical details and facilitating access thereto. It has been very ably anc
competently executed. The author and the collaborators deserve our thanks fo
their helpful endeavours in ading research workers interested in explaring the

interesting past of Goa and the Portuguese rule in India.

D. N. Marshall
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‘NOTES AND QUERIES

Economic History

In his letter to the editor dated September 4, 1983, Prof Hold
. , essor olaen

writes that he is much struck with recent
the early modern period and directs atten
s in i
2?::“5 ;t. other he.:lds. e.g., the recent 3-volume work of Fernand B
Coil te;::cnh g:satfgelle. economie, et captitalisme, XV-XVII| ciéclan"M oy
+ he notes, “are beginning to wake up to the fact t;at asot;ee -
age

of European imperialism i
recedes into the
becomes more and more relevant.” past. the study of these centuries

t;inrogress ir? Indian economic history of
on to the importance given to it by ex-

' There have been two approaches to
tional. The former places modern econo
ter, though profiting from the theory
hardly any doubt that the work of the,
our understanding of the past. It is
are not economic historians to acq,
economic theory as a tool to gain

economic history; climetric and tradi-
awrir:;c t:eory at the centre, while the lat-
! st. e mathematical notions. There is
t(;-, lometricians has stimulated and enriched
uaire,:etf}?re, worthwhile even for those who
T _em;»elvgs with the key concepts of
uable insight into the historical process.

Early Printing in Asia

In the British Librar
) y Newslett
tributed an instructive report ofea f::) (No. 29, July 1983), G. Shaw has con-

March 1983, d nference held in Pari

the interplay z::tedhto the book and printing in the Far E::t :O;n I 9‘dh ‘? Hih
: 'ay over the centuries”, he says, “of th nd India. "It was
ypographic printing traditions which +of the xylographic and the

) eme
papers delivered during the conference " rged most strongly from the twenty

- Befox: vegetable paper appeared fro
ing surtaces i i i
g used in China consisted o

;n the second century onwards. the
narrow strips of bamboo and other

At present the earliest exam

le
woodblock-printed dharani or B pie of xylography comes from Korea: a single

uddhist i
u ?ehslst ;)ncan?atlon, assingned 1o 751 There is
s than fifteen years later in the so-called
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» during the Edo

period (1603-1867). The evidence for/China comes later: the
868 edition of the Diamond Sutra. /

e of movable printing was invented in China during the Sung
period (960-1279). A variety of metals were used to manufacture types, not
only metal but wood. terracotta and even porcelain. Printing with metal types
reached Korea during the fourteenth century, a fact which is attested by the edi-
tion of the works of the monk P&kun. Typography reached Japan from two dif-
ferent sources at the end of the sixteenth century, from Korea and with the ar-
rival of the mission presses from Portugal. The former was responsible for the
printing of the major classics of Japanese literature for the first time. Printing in
India was due solely to European missionary initiatives. In Goa and Cochin
books were printed in the vernaculars from 1577 onwards under Catholic auspices.
From the early eighteenth century Protestant ‘mission presses at Trén quebar and
Serampore were far more productive, though “the effect of all their output in terms
of actual conversions was pathetically small. As one speaker put it,” “by
1850 the technology of the press had been turned against those who had in-
troduced it. The missionaries had educated a yeadership and trained a personnel
vho used the press t0 propagate their own religions and to spread reforming

and ultimately national ideas”.

The techniqu

Indo-Canadian History Workshop

Sponsored by the University Grants Commission, the Indo-Canadian
History Workshop was conducted with 'ef:lat from 6 to 12 December by the
Department of History. University of Delhi. The burden of the speeches at the
inaugural session was that the constitutional development of the two countries
had gone on parellel lines with the attainment of the Dominion status as the goal
and in our day also they were confronted with common problems. Participating
in the workshop were representatives of four Canadian and twelve Indian
Universities besides local delegates from the Universities and Colleges of Delhi

.

The papers read at the Workshop were “Evolution of Nationalism” by Prof
Ramsay Cook. York University, “Federalism and Provinr:?al P‘:.'.unomy as
Devices of imperial control” by Prof. P. S. Gupta, Unwgrsﬂy of Delhi
“Federalism and Regionalism: the Case of We.sterr.! Canada by Prof. Car
Berger. University of Toronto. “Communal and Llr?gmsflc Pulls anc‘i P‘ressures.ir_\
[ndian Nationalism” by Dr. M. Aparna [?‘asu. University of Delhi, “Interpreta-
tion of Canadian Economic Development” by Prof ;’H_. V. Nelles, York Universi-
ty, “Aspects of Colonial Economy—2a Case Study” by Dr Kn'shna.murty, Del'hi
School of Economics. “The Uniqueness of Frer.mch Relationship wﬁt: Canada's
Native Peoples” by Prof. C. Jaenon, l{niverstty of Ottawa, and Eritish At-
titudes to Indians in the Colonial Period” by Dr. S. Chakravarty, University of
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Delhi. Very muminaﬁng\discussion followed the papers Wh‘?h werem:g
stimulating and original. The Workshop was a success in that both sides pro

by the experience they had gained from the way each had tried 1o tackle the
mutual problems.

The valedictory session was attended by His Excellency William T. Warden,

High Commissioner for Canada to India who in a thoughttul speech observed
inter alia as follows:

“Canadians themselves recognize the marvellous contribution to Cana?;‘ 5
own development which has been made by many thousands of Canadians o .
dian origin. India in its own way participated in the building of Canadian‘nas
tionhood. Indians today are to be found in all areas of Canadian life. |"d‘°“
have added a new dimension ¢f cultural richness to the Canadian mosaic.

\/ 2o

t§ ?[_;
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