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EDITORIAL

IT WAS TEN YEARS ago that the idea of the present periodical dawned on
the editor. He had occasion to work in the India Office Library, London, and he
saw that India suffered from comparison with the other Dominions what with
Indian periodicals lying cheek by jowl with those coming from these countries.
He realized that a journal measuring up to international standards of historical
scholarship would be needed to redress the balance. Happily, with better condi-
tions prevailing in our Colleges and the establishment of Departments of History
in the increasing number of Universities in the country, history was attracting
talent. There has indeed been an outburst of historical research in rec~pt years.

When he broached the suggestion to the specialists, the rising ones as well as

" the veterans offered him their willing cooperation. They would support the ven-

ture by contributing authoritative accounts of their own researches.

The scope of India Past and FPresent is the knowledge of India from
prehistoric times to the present day. Never before has so much been known
about the subject. The Archaeological Survey of India and the University
Departments are adding to our knowledge of prehistoric India, the Epigraphical

« Survey is bringing out precious source material of Ancient and Medieval India,

while the opening of the National and State Archives to the interested public has
brought about a veritable renaissance in the history of Modern India and Con-
temporary History. India Past and Present intends to keep its readers constantly -
and diligently informed of the important archaeological discoveries and addi-
tions of epigraphical, numismatic, and archival material as well as estimate the
work of those who are recreating the past.

India Past and Present is a biartnual publication. The inaugural volume is
being dedicated to the memory of the late Mr. Sourindranath Roy.
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SOURINDRANATH ROY—~ARCHIVIST AND HISTORIAN
GEORGE M MORAES

THE LATE MR. SOURINDRANATH ROY-—"“Sourin” as he was affec-
tionately known among his friends—had undertaken to share with me the
editorial responsibility for the present journal. He suggested its name India Past

| and Present and volunteered to conduct a column on diverse historical topics
- under the caption: Notes and Queries. “It may be run,” he wrote in his letter
~ dated Christmas 1982 eleven days before he passed away on January 5, “as a
forum for those being exercised by genuine curiosity about historical matters as
also for those who are in a position to answer them. It will, if started, I venture to
believe, remove a long-felt want:” He also gave me the names of the scholars
Who could be depended upon to support the journal with their contributions but
advised that it should not come out unless it was ahead of articles for at least two

A professional archivist who could say the last word on his subject, he was
also sans pareil in matters historical to which he happened to apply his genius,
be‘ng capable of forestalling scholars in their own exclusive and chosen fields of
Study. Though Marxist in his leanings, he would not take Marx on trust. In his -
Yemarkable “article “Recent Trends in Indian Research Activities in Modem
Indian History,” in which he estimates at their true worth works produced of late
Under Marxist inspiration, he declared that in such works of familiar Marxist in-’
terpretation theoretical speculation overrode objective analysis of evidence.l A
classical scholar combining knowledge of Greek, Latin and Sanskrit, he must
have appreciated the declaration of Thucydides that as regards material facts,
When he had not been an eyewitness himself, he had investigated with the ut-
Most accuracy attainable every detail he had taken at second hand. Roy must
have clasped to his heart the principles of genuine history set down by Cicero:
“that it is the first law of history that it dare say nothing which is false nor fear to
utter anything that is true, in order that there may be no suspicion either of par-
tiality or hostility in the writer.” He must have been highly impressed by the twin
counsel of our own classical historian Kalhana who wished that history should be,

interestingly written and truthfully told.

"A man of principles, Roy stayed on an even keel, not taken off his feet by a
blind admiration for anything. An agnostic, he yet held that if God's existence
cannot be proved, neither can God's non-existence. Inclined towards Corm.
munism, he yet contended that if a confessional State cannot be secular, nor can

India Past and Present Vol. 1. No. 1
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any of the States that have come under th

place of the old God of the popular creeds eneel of Communism, “For, in the

an entirely new deity bearing the high

-soundi
a deity, more aggressive, more ruthless and ?3,";:;: ?r: Dialectical Materialism,

that has so far struck the human mind. («
d. (“Athei
Humanist. June 1981, pp. 27.29 under the l;?,,f'::m‘t"” of Life.” The Radical

of Ulysses Young)
A tribute paid to Roy by Professor S ‘ |
. dhir Ra,
July ments u njan Das in h
hepomets permanent record, bringing oy as it 3 letter t:o':‘neinzfn?

I have been very much moved by

' your lett bearing ;

10 Sourinda who was to me a most rever:d acad a‘::o“d""g reference
em

sessing a profound and penetratin Personality

g po seeing + Pos-
ding diverse and perplexing trends T:r&fe hist nto and understan-
I have hardly come across a person of his stature in '
As you know, his intensive research encompassedaur reademic circles.
Indian history with all nicety and the whole range of

hardly enduring, let alone compromising with any trash h

Lord Acton said that impartial history can have no

offended quite a few. Non-partisan historians can se‘dofﬂends. Roy must have

™ be popular.
Archivist

Bornon 16 June 1911 at Lohagara, Jessore

Roy was a brilliant product of the Pre:lgency District, now 1 '

University. He scored both his B.A. and M.A. with d]'sﬁncﬁo 2, and the Calcutta

quered career. He started from the lowest echelon, that of ar? Yethe had a che-
, Joined in 1939 the Imperial Records Department, no, the NAsﬂstant. when he

India. It was only by slow degrees that he rose to become the Donal Afchlv_e‘ of

Archives when in an officiating capacity he had occasion to Deputy Director of

post—that of Director of Archives—from September 1960 t:ch::ey the highest

mber 1967

~ At his entry into the Archives he was confronteq by an
documents. Archives-keeping at this time had sunk to its Jo .
ing, in his own words, “no more than mere keepin
colossal task awaited him. He rose equal to it. He j
the records, a practice, diligently pursued over the ye
When Surendranath Sen joined in as Director soo: :f::'r :‘:: ee::b";r:e‘:send.
on a

- vast programme of indexlr“endaring and publishing of documents with
a

Ncharted sea of
west depth, -
g of inactive documen::g:"z A
mmediately starteq survt‘zylng

Sourindranath Roy—Archivist and Historian 7

view to making the archives serviceable, Roy became his trusted and indispen-
sable aide. Under this programme two volumes were published of detailed in-

" dexes to the Land Revenue Records, 1830-1859, and materials were prepared

for a third volume relating to the proceedings of the Select Committee and the
Secret Department 1756-1780, dealing with country as well as foreign powers.
The calendaring was speeded up of what is called Persian Correspondence, an
important series consisting of correspondence maintained in Persian between
the Company's servants and the Indian Princes and notables as also foreign
powers. He was entirely responsible for the preparation of biographical and
historical notes to the texts of documents published. He was also the brain
behind the project of publishing select documents from the National Archives
written in the principal Indian languages. It fell to his lot to trace the Sanskrit
documents for this series, to decipher and transcribe the text, to provide a full
critical apparatus for each document, to prepare its English translation, to com-
pile detailed notes on obscure names, words and expressions occurring therein, |
and to select material for the introduction of the volume for being written by the

Director.3

This volume, consisting of twenty-five documents, was published by J.N.
Jha Institute, Allahabad, in 1951 under the title Sanskrit Documents
1778-1857. It begins with two memoranda sent to the British Government
thraugh Thompson, Warren Hastings’ attorney in India. 'ﬂ\ompson approached
the Governor-General-in-Council and the latter agreed to act as post office. The
memoranda refer to the specific acts of Hastings which were particularly
calculated to benefit the pilgrims to Banaras, e.g. the abolition of undue and il-
legal exactions of the Gangaputras or officiating priests, facilities for free and
unrestricted performance of religious rites, the appointment of the upright Ali
Ibrahim Khan as Chief Magistrate of Banaras, and the construction of a naubat
khana or musical gallery near the gateway of the Visvanatha Temple, an act of
homage which was very much appreciated. coming as it did from a Christian
ruler. The Pandits were grateful to Hastings for his patronage of Sanskrit learn-
ing and speak of the rare kindness they received at his hands during his second’

visit to the holy city.

The fourth document is a letter (dated 2 March 1971) from banuji Maharaj,
head of the Maharaj sect at Surat, styling herself Gosvamini Maharajni, who is -
soliciting the indulgence of Lord Cornwallis, the Governor General, to open cor-
respondence with him. She makes the important observation that, owing to the
persecution of the sect in the place of its origin, Muttra, its headquarters had to
be shifted to Surat. She praides the English “through (whose) power and rule
religious prejudice disappeared.” Document IX is a letter in which the grateful
priests, abbots. recluses, Vaishnavas, Brahmanas, and the royal preceptor of
Puri. headed by Krishna Chandra Mahapatra, pay a humble tribute to Lord
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mdhdulgencctowardsthem."Andtodiowﬁ\atthchopeu\ had expressed
in thelir letter that before long pilgrims from all over would pourei‘:\tothe holy city
maynotbehvain.theEnghshabolishedﬂ\euxofelevenmpeawhlchthe

There are diplomatic and legal documerits included in
the
petitions and memorials. The notes appended to the documentsvglyu;: :sr:l:no
eloquent testimony to his wide-ranging scholarship, adding as they do :; much

_to our knowledge. Theyareamodelwonhytobefoﬂowedbyanyednog Pro-

fessor V. Raghavan was not a bit when he n
. e ' remarked in his review of

the book (The Hindu June 22, 1

betteredn(ed.c neu dune %2 tha“hedocu"m“m“‘d'\dhwewn

Lastly, Roy had a major share in eatts
1782-85 (National Archives of India, 1960, 323 :’:h; lf'a:n‘”::hbommndence
discovered the volume containing the correspondence - loca;:: it was he who
missing from the volume, provided the text with fuj) critical not the material
detailed notes on personal and place names, technical terms and h:;- compiied
sions occurring in the text, and collected the material from a wig orical allu-
sources for the introduction to the volume. e variety of

Major James Browne was chosen by Warren Hastings for

of restoring Shah Alam’s authority during the struggle f
.and the Emperor among the chief claimants for pow::; the contro of Delhi
Aftasiab Khan, Najeb Quli Khan and Muhammad Beg Hap, d,..s.m Khan,
however, proved a poor judge of character. When in February 17 Browne,
Shah Alam and Afrasiab Khan, who had succeeded to the minist, elsh& he met
shown Sindia’s letters proposing an alliance against the Eng hi’e) and was
Hastings that the letters “were of a quality to convey light to the bflnd wrote to
ing to the deaf.” Hastings who was confident of Sindia’s loyalty dism, is!:nd hear-
ters as no more than forgeries. Even if Sindia sought to secure contrgy d the let-
in Delhi, it did not necessarily mean hostility towards the English E of affairs
Shah Alam was brought under his control and Sir John Macphers n"et:tuaIIY.
» the suc-

cessor of Hastings, seeing the futility of maintaining two €nVoys, one ot G e
intaining , "

the Onerous task

—
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other at Delhi, recalled Browne on 1 March 1783. When the latter

and the
*:::mh“""‘“'h'wﬂmwmmwmm.udm

b 4

audience of dismiseal with the rof fainéant on 20 April 1785, -

copies to be taken of the documents in their possession. And in this way it would
be possible to maintain in both the countries the continuity of the original series
as before. But the physical division should take place immediately. Pakistan
sought to support its viewpoint, asserting that “instances of countries could .
be cited where the division of records did take place on partitioning of the
country."4

In the reply which he prepared, Roy called off the Pakistani bluff by stating
that there is not a single instance of a country where physical division of the ar-
chives has taken place consequent on partition. The reason is that any attempt
at dividing the Central records would make both the emerging collections lose
their archival and evidential value. An archival collection is an inter-related
series, and accordingly the importance of keeping an archival series intact ha:
long been recognized in European countries. Nearer home, the Government o
India did not surrender the archives to the Malay States when it ceased to ad-
minister these States. Neither did it hand over to the Dutch the records relating
to Java when this island was restored to the latter. Nor were the Ce'ntral reco'rds-
relating to Burma transferred from Delhi to Rangoon on Burma'’s separation

from India.5

The Imperial Records Department, the Central Archives, was thus saved
thanks to the presence on the spot of a competent officer who had made, as he
himself says, “a special study of international practices with regard to the 'freat-
ment of archives affected by political changes and territorial redistribution.” The
memorandums of Roy on the basis of which the division of the archives of the
undivided Government of India was forestalled is far more conclusive—and the
best attempt so far—than the near classic study: “Effects of Changes of
Sovereignty on Archives” in the American Archives, July 1942. As the same
Journal aptly remarked in its issue of October 1947, “the division of files-and
records between India and Pakistan (was) one of the biggest problems confron-
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ting the Partition Council.” kt is thus all the more creditable that Roy should have
solved the problem in the midst of the prevailing gloom yielding to despair that
there was no way of saving the Central Archives from being partitioned when

the country itself was doomed to share this fate. :

M % o (I ™ o~

Archival Legislation

Roy was again able to give of his best when in his capacity as officiating
Director of Archives (1960-61) he became ipso facto Secretary of the Commit-
tee appointed in August 1959 to advise the Government regarding the desirabili-
ty or otherwise of making a law applicable to archives in India, and produced a
masterly report on archival legislation. (Committee on Archival Legislation,
1959, Report, New Delhi, National Archives of India, 1960, 143 + iv pp.). In
his view the Natiorfal Archives of India should have under its control the
reposttories not only of the ministries but also of such record-creating bodies as
(1) Departments subordinate to the Secretariat or the Attached Offices (namely,
those having all-India jurisdiction, those whose jurisdiction affects an entire State

or a bigger region embracing several States, those whose activities are limited to
a small area like a division or district. small units or field offices serving a very

small area like a sub-division, town or even a village, and educational of
research institutions run by a Government Department); (2) Bodies outside the
Secretariat, but forming an integral part of the Central Government set-up (e.g-
the Union Public Service Commission, the Comptroller and Auditor-Genera!.
the Planning Commission, the Prime Minister's Secretariat, the President's

- Secretariat and the Cabinet Secretariat); (3) Boards, Committees, Commissions

etc., set up under the authority of the Government of India; (4) Statutory bodtes
of All-India character; (5) National Enterprises and Undertakings: (6) Parliament
(including Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats as well as the Secretariats of
all legislative bodies of pre-Independent days as also those emanating from the
Constituent Assembly); (7) The Supreme Court except that the Court would en
Joy the freedom in full measure to deal with its own records subject, however. to
a statutory obligation to select and preserve records of permanent value in accor-
dance with accepted standards.

It was only natural that a fundamental principle of archives keeping be &
forced in all public offices, making it obligatory to keep their records arranged I
the original order of their creation, to refrain from disturbing that order on any
account, and from dividing the records for reasons of any organizational Of
Jurisdictional change. The filing practice should also follow a set pattern, enst”
i:gthat a file’s contents are adequately described by its title, that no file is used 1
ﬂ\‘esm Papers on a subject other than it was originally intended to deal with. th’f

dealing with policy decisions are not_cluttered with papers relating 10 par
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ticular applications of those decisions, and that on no account matters of mere
, routine are allowed entry into a regular file of any category whatever.

The records in public offices should be subjected to a first review not later
than five years after they have passed out of active use and be destroyed if found
useless for their own departmental purposes. The criterion to be used while
reviewing a file is whether the file is likely to be needed should a circumstance
similar to that which led to its origin happen to arise again. The documents sur-
viving the first review should be subjected to a second review when they reach
the 25th year and any paper deemed unworthy of further retention at this stage
should be disposed of. Care, however, should be taken to see that the files con-
taining papers which are important, even if indirectly, as sources of any aspect of
history (political, military, social, economic etc.) or which are or may prove to be
of biographical interest are not destroyed. The files surviving the second review
should be regarded as mature for retirement and should be transferred im-
mediately to the National Archives of India. It is the duty of the National Ar-
chives to assist the Departments in selecting the records and ensure their perma-
nent preservation under its custody.

The States should also enact laws providing for all public bodies under their
control and this legislation should cover State legislatures, High Courts and
other Courts and the local governments (District Boards, Municipalities etc.),
provision being made in each case for their management, appraisal, retirement
and accessibility.

As to private archives it is best that their preservation and management are
left to private Initiative which may where necessary be reinforced by state-aid,
flowing either from the Centre or from the States in which they are situated.
Universities. learned societies, libraries and historical societies should also be en-
couraged to acquire and arrange for the preservation of collections, worthy of
permanent preservation. Financlal assistance may be granted to them as and
when called for,

It should be said in appreciation of the report that Its eagle eye has left no
record-creating agency, public or private, out of its ken. The legislation intended
to be framed on the basis of this report would have saved the immense archival
wealth of the nation which in the absence of proper safeguards is left to perish:
every moment.

Archival Estrays

In his talk entitled “Unimportant Documents” in the series “The National
Archives of India”, broadcast from the Delhi Station of the All India Radio,
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1959, (An introduction to National Archives, pp. 20-26) Roy stresses the impor-
tance of private archives and collections in elucidating the history of a people
during the period to which they relate. A letter written on the spur of the mo-
ment has less chance of being a deliberate lie than a dressed up document meant
for official use or popular consumption. And more often than not the veil that
separates us from character and personality in the past can be lifted only by
means of such informal writing and history made more readable and meaning-
ful. Not that every piece of writing should be preserved, but while throwing away
a paper let the archivist's warning be remembered that “a document frequently
serves purposes beyond the dream of its owner, that a scrap of paper which
makes no sense taken singly may reveal a sensational story when read in its pro-
per context, that even a trifle may turn out to be tremendous.”

Efforts have been made since Independence and are still continuing to
retrieve our archival treasures that found their way in the past to foreign coun-
tries. In his paper, “The Problem of Archival Estrays,” (A, VII (1953), pp.14-
28, 151-61) Roy brings his incisive mind to bear on the loss of value the
documents have suffered in lying detached from their original source. The
reason for this is the organic character of an archival collection. In an archive the
documents stand to each other in the same relation as the events of which they
are the reflex: They follow the oider of these events and become related to each
other by the same syllogistic necessity that brought together the events
themselves. And it is from the relation in which the documents stand in a series
that it is possible to write history, the documents haphazardly arranged being
useless for the purpose. Emst Posner has truly remarked, “While a picture that is
taken from the walls of a museum has never been an integral part of a collection
to which it belonged and will have the same value whether it hangs in Vienna or

in Prague, records that are torn from the body of which they are an organic part
lose in value and meaning.”

Posner thought highly of Roy’s contribution to the subject of archival estrays
and wrote that the articles “constitute the soundest kind of thinking on the pro-
blem and add significantly to the body of archival theory.”? High praise Indeed.

A large part of the material, however, especially relating to Ancient India,
consists of documents which are no more than estrays from what were once ge-

nuine archival collections. But they possess no discernible links with the collec-
tion to which they originally belonged.

Can history be deduced from such documents?

In his preface to Dr.Bahadur Chand Chhabra's Diplomatic of Sanskrit
Copper-plates (New Delhi, National Archives of India, 1961, 23 pp + 7 Pis)
where Roy discusses this question, he avows that what the historian can make

-n
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do under the circumstances is to see if he can establish the authenticity of these
records. This he can accomplish by calling to his aid the sciences of Diplomatic
and Epigraphy. The former compares one document with another with regard
to their form, style and characteristic conventional phraseology with a view to
dividing the sheep from the goats. The latter deals with the interpretation of the
contents of a record, taking into consideration its language, palacography and
orthography. As Roy observes explaining the principle on which the science of-
diplomatic works:

It is general experience that documents having a common source, place
and date of origin tend to conform almost to identical pattern, a pattern
which reveals itself not only in the structure of their text and the sequence
of the different parts of which it is composed, but in the very phraseology
and the formulary used, in the methods of engrossing, validation, dating
and conveyancing, in the style of writing, in the manner of arranging the
text on the sheets on which it is written and even in the way in which the
sheets are folded. It is the business of Diplomatic to study the patterns
reflected in various types of documents and to determine the formal
characteristics of each type. These characteristics, when precisely deter-
minated, make possible careful comparison of documents of unknown
authorship, provenance or date with those whose authenticity is beyond
doubt, and are thus of utmost help in identifying the former.

Roy thought that, if administrative history was not making any progress, it
was due to our long neglect of the science of documentary criticism. Criticism of
documents inevitably leads the student to the study of the organisation that pro-
duced them.

Path-Finders

Roy's last contribution to archival science was his well-written “Four Path-

finders: A Tribute to Flower, Jenkinson, Buck and Sen.” (IA, Vol. XIV

(1961-62), pp.1-21). All the four had struggled to make the study of archives a
scientific discipline and to win for the record-keeper’s craft the dignity of a pro-
fession. This was the time when under the leadership of Tout, Pollard, Poole
and Maitland, history teaching in British Universities was being brought into
closer relationship with research among primary sources. The result was that
students in large numbers started flocking to the archives, percelving the advan-
tage of consulting records lying in proper sequence and order as is found only in
these repositories. This was in contrast to the practice of consulting only printed
selections which not unoften ran the risk of having been torn out of their con-
text. The archives themselves benefited from the new vogue. Greater emphasis
began to be placed on conserving the archives in their original and natural order



14 Iindia Past and Present

than breaking them up or “methodising” to suit the changing mood of the mo-
ment. At the same time it came to be realized that the first duty of the archivist
was to make his materials readily available to their users, leading to a radical ex-
pansion of the publication programme of the Record Office.

Of this new orientation the leading lights in the West were Cyrit Thomas
Flower, Hilary Jenkinson and Solon Justus Buck.

Of a legal turn of mind, Cyril Thomas Flower (1879-1961), a medievalist of
repute, was attracted by the Curia Regis Rolls of which he copied and edited
thirteen volumes with meticulous care. Equally celebrated are his Public Works
in Medieval Law. These editorial enterprises provided the necessary background
for the long-range and comprehensive studies of Medieval England which were
published later by other scholars.

Charles Hilary Jenkinson (1882-1961) was from his early days interested In
tracing the vagaries of the documentary hand and the changing forms of the
public record, a curiosity which. when developed. led to the formulation of the
cognate sciences of diplomatic and palaeography. The science of sigiliography
also owes its development in England to his scholarly interest In the problems of
repairing and conserving seals in decay. He discovered the basic principles of
archives-keeping while engaged in listing and arranging the Exchequer of
Receipts records, a task which started him on the investigation of the original ar-
rangement of the Rolls. These basic principles became the comer-stone of his

classic Manual of Archive Administration (1922) which has since been accepted .

as the most authoritative guide for archive-work In the English-speaking world.
- He played an important part along with collaborators such as Flower in the foun-
dation of the British Records Assoclation (1932) for educating public opinion in
the conservation of historical records. Thanks to its efforts local repositories have

been opened throughout England, drawing into their custody every variety of
local records.

Solon Justus Buck (1884-1962) solved the problem of arranging the huge
mass of records of the Federal Government of U.S.A. housed in the National
Archives in a consultable manner, providing them with keys and guides. Under
the ‘Record Group’ concept a unified body of records is set up in accordance
with the principle of provenance and this body is usually conterminous with the
total archival assets of a record-creating agency. Every document in the National

. Archives is physically integrated with one or other of the groups. Each group Is
- provided with ‘a‘registration sheet’ indicating its provenance, lts history, its
chronological range and the scope and nature of its contents. And the reference
to the mords Is facilitated by the check-listing and and the compillation of the in-
wntorm.nphchgﬂ\eoldmddowpmceqsdcahndannganddaalpﬂw
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listing of the documents.

estern conte! aries, Surendranath Sen (1890-1962)

Mmm:qgln:alml\:mva. now ﬂ:pl:'aﬂonal Archives of India, from a m'::l.
f inactive documents to the position it enjoys today as a centre of histo:

g h. Sen was opposed to any theoretical approach to history, maintaining
ot o f. rmula of the present could be of use in recapturing the past. And em-
o ofhe value of original sources, he got the policy of the Government
phasizlr;g by throwing open the Central Archives to all genuine seekers of
oo y'ﬁ\ls was a measure which had the same effect as the opening of the
I\x}na;\::‘dg:‘.:mv“ (1881) and the Public Record Office, London (1886), had on

historical studies in Europe.

' largely to Roy’s genius, a

already demonstrated, Sen owed his success
fact xlch :an:s the latter among the four path-finders, being the fifth, though in
a spirit of self-abnegation, so characteristic of him, he let his chief have the entire

credit.
Historian .

) he undertook

nced research in Indian history early in life when
t ex‘:t:s:n?rn:‘:r the guidance of Professor H.C. Raychaudhuri of the Calcutta
8nlversity the attempt of Bhattasali to bring forward the date of the accession of
Chandragupta Maurya to 313 B.C. from ¢ 324-23 B.C.—the accepted date.
The results of this investigation were published in an article contributed to Indian

Historical Quarterly, Vol. XI (1934), pp. 211-22 under the caption “Date of the
First Maurya Emperor”.

ed that Aéoka's accession took place 214 years after the
NirviBn';a:fat“ll';el g:\:lmuwhich occurred in 477 B.C. Afoka must therefore have
come to the throne in 264/263 B.C. Adding to 264/263 B.C. forty-nine yeﬂars
filled by the reigns of Chandragupta and Bindusara, twenty-four and twenty-five
to be exact, we get 313 B.C. as the first regnal year of Chandragupta. The argu-
ment how'ever, is fallacious as Bhattasali uses simultaneously two systems of

chronology.

i for twenty-eight years, while

According to the Mahdvarhsa Bindusara ruled ‘

the Puranas give him a rule of twenty-five years only. We cannot accept and “rne
Ject the \;alidlty of the Mahavamsa tradition, as Bhattasali is doing, in accepting
264 years and rejecting 28. If we reject the one, Roy rlghtl:;l co&\lt::lds. :n:e ;h;:lcc:

hat the ana too
the other also. Moreover, it is still to be proved t 2

::%7 B.C. Hardly any evidence can be adduced in favour of ‘any possible

existence of such a reckoning.
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The second argument for advancing the accession of Chandragupta is that

Asoka’s Rock Edict XNl should be dated 248/247 B.C. having been pro- .

mulgated not earlier than the twelfth year of his coronation, i.e., the sxteenth year
of his reign. Now adding sixty-five (made up of sixteen years of Asoka and forty-
nine, the total of Chandragupta and Bindusara) will bring us to 313 as the first
regnal year of the former.

Roy makes short work of this argument by pointing out that all the Greek
kings mentioned in Rock Edict Xl were living in 258 B.C. which is the date of
the death of Magas of Cyrene, one of these kings. The edict therefore could not
have been published later than 256 B.C. even when allowance is made of two
years for the news of Magas's death to reach Pataliputra. Then again Bactria 1§
conspicuous by its absence in this Rock Edict. A powerful state, Bactria was on
the confines of Afoka's empire. How then is it that ASoka did not think &
necessary to establish cordial relations with it while he sent embassies to distant
kingdoms of the Mediterranean? The answer Is that Bactria did not exist. I
became independent only in 256 B.C. The edict could not have been pro-
mulgated later than this date. Moreover, according to Ceylonese tradition, a8
seen above, Afoka came to the throne 214 years after the Buddha. Subtracting
214 from 486, taking the latter year as the date of the Nirvana, we get 272 as thé
date of Aoka's accession. This would bring us to 256 B.C. as the twelith year of
Asoka's coronation, the year in which the edict was promulgated.

Bhattasali had also sought Support for his thesis from a locus classicus o
Justin containing the following statement: “The author of the liberation was San-
drokottos... He having drawn together a band of robbers instigated the Indians
to overthrow the existing government. When he was hereafter preparing 1o &
tack Alexander's prefects, an elephant of monstrous size approached him and
received him on his back.” Plutarch has also recorded, “Androcottos himse:
who was but a youth, saw Alexander,” the sum and substance of the deduction
from these passages being that Androcottos became the king of Pataliputra after
driving away the Macedonian garrisons from the Punjab. But Eurdamos, one of
the Macedonian prefects, was still lingering there. He did not leave india untl
317. The liberation of the Punjab could not have been accomplished before that
date. And If four years be accepted as the normal length of time required to
complete the conquest of Magadha, there would be no incongruity in placing
Chandragupta’s accession in about 313 B.C.

However, as argued by Roy, Justin himself says that “having offended
Ahxﬁndcr by his rashness, he (Chandragupta) saved himself by his swiftness of
toot.” This flight. according to Justin, occurred before Chandragupta gathered

his armsm“naﬂes It follows therefore that after his flight from Alexander's
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JAlexander's prefects. And Roy tumphanty concludes that ""c o .:w' o
Eudamos in the North-West cannot the possibiltty of '
accession to the Indian throne about 324 B.C.

A Lost Historian

Roy's next contribution to Indian history was “Trogus' Source: A lost (?)
Historian of the Hellenistic East,” which he read at the third session of the Indian
History Congress, Calcutta, 1939, and which appears in its Proceedings, pp.
:328-47. In this paper Roy differs from Tam who in his work The Greeks in Bac-
tria and India claims to have brought to light what he terms, “Trogus’ Source”,
meaning a lost author. the sole source Trogus Pompeius used for
writing on Parthia and the Far East. This lost author, according to Tam, knew
much about India, had some knowledge of Jain and Buddhist literature and was

sacquainted with the Mahdbhdrata.

Roy's objection against Tam's opinion that Trogus Pompelus drew his infor-
mation about Parthia and the Far East from a sole source Is that it s incredible
that he left unutilised other sources available in his day. It is certain that
Apollodorus (87 B.C.) was known in his times (20 B.C.—A.D. 9). One reason
given by Tam against the possibility of Trogus having drawn on Apollodorus is
that Strabo (64 B.C.—A.D. ) —who usually depends on Apollodorus—and
Trogus have different accounts of the nomad conquest of Bactria. But the con-
flict between the two accounts is more apparent than real. For while Strabo
enumerates the different ethnic groups responsible for that culmination, Trogus
names the geographical regions whose inhabitants played a prominent part in
the ruin of the Bactrian Greeks.

Tarn's claim for Trogus' Source’s knowledge of Jaina literature is
untenable, because the earliest Jaina works, viz. the canonical works were not
put into writing before A.D. 454. And as for the Source’s knowledge of Bud-

™ dhism or Buddhist practices, it is farfetched to trace back the source of the story

in the Moralia of Plutarch (who is indebted to Trogus’ Source) of Menander's
ashes being divided among the cities of his kingdom, each of which raised a
rtion, to the Buddhist Book of the Great Decease. Even though
this book also relates a similar story of the relics of the Buddha having been
divided among eight peoples and enshrined under eight stupas, it n‘eed not have,
served as an incentive. True, Plutarch may have known Trogus’ Source and
utilized it. But Tarn misses the folklore element in the Moralia story. Fight over
the corpse of the illustrious dead is a motif not of very rare occurrence in popular

stupa over its po!
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tales. Witness for instance the legend relating to the fight over the dead body of
Kabir. But is one justified, asks Roy. in tracing all such tales to the Budd';"' ¥
Book of the Great Decease? Then again, the word ‘mneme’ used by Plutarch fof
monument is a general term signifying a building or a monument raised t0 the
dead and has hardly any association with Buddhism.

As to the acquaintance of Trogus' Source with the Mahabharata, the Pf°°‘
offered by Tam is 100 tenuous to deserve serious consideration. It is as follows:
Ptolemy, VII, 1.6, indebted to Trogus' Source, calls the country between the In-
dus and the Ravi ‘Pandovuon or Pandaouon’. The same word appears in ﬂ:
form of Panda in the Bessarica of Dionysius. They are the Pandava-Pandu
the Mahdbharata. They do not appear in later history but belong solely to the
epic. In consequence, Ptolemy and Dionysius gct the name from some
who knew the Mahabharata.

The fallacy of Tamn's argument, in the opinion of Roy, lies in the assumptiof
that the Pandavas did not appear in history in the post-epic times and that the -
Pauravas occupying the region between the Jhelum and the Ravi were 2 dif- 4
ferent people. According to the epic the Pandavas were a branch of the Paurav®
family and were in control of the Chenab-Ravi region. They were in occupatio®
of it in Alexander's time and they are represented in the Tibetan version of the
Vinaya Pitaka, Mahavagga, VIII, 1, as harassing King Pushkarasarin of Taxila, @
contemporary of the Buddha. )

It is creditable to Roy that Prof. Max Cary of the University of Londo®
should have sent the following appreciation to him on reading his article: “1 am 2
great admirer of Tam. ... But | admit that sometimes his evidence goes too far. and
I believe by your careful reasoning you have fairly caught him out on the qué¥
tion of Trogus' Source. ... On the question of general method I quite agree wi
you that it is dangerous to assume that Trogus (or any other Greek or Roman
writer) continuously drew upon a single source.”®

Arikamedu

it would appear from the bibllography of Roy's writings, meticulously
prepared by Mr. T.K.G. Nair, his long-time admirer and friend, that the critique
on Trogus' Source was followed by a study on the Nanda Dynasty. The paper
was contributed to the fourth session of the Indian History Congress, 1940. &
was, however, not published in its Proceedings. Nor is his paper “A Study on En-
counter between Indian and Hellenistic Philosophy”, contributed to the Interna-
-tional cammentalists which met at New Delh! in 1964, published in its
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Proceedings. He also made a study of the Buddhist influences which substantial-
ly modified the spirit and technique of the Graeco-Roman and early Christian art

¥ inthe Near East. An article. on his findings was published in 1956 under the cap-

tion “Impact of Buddhism on Western Art.” It is, however, not known where it
was published. The same is the case with regard to a study he prepared on the
archaeological site at Arikamedu, (Pondicherry), suggesting for it, in oppositon
to Sir R.E. Mortimer Wheeler, a pre-Christian dating and ascribing the settlement
to Alexandrian traders. Submitted to Prof. Max Cary for opinion, the latter
wrote to say: “I do not hesitate to accept your interpretation of the Arikamedu
site as against Wheeler’s. The stratification surely dates back in its earlier levels to
‘the B.C. period.”® .

Again in the fifties Roy contributed four important papers on Ancient India
to the Societe Jean Bodin pour 1’ histoire comparative, Brussels. These papers
were “Civic Administration in Ancient India,” “Social and Economic problems of
Urban India”, “Private Law in Ancient Indian Cities”, and “Indian Women in
Antiquity”. My best efforts have failed to trace the first two papers.

Private Law in Ancient India

“Private Law in Anclent Indian Cities” appeared in the Rescueils de la Societe
Jean Bodin, Vol. VI (1954) pp. 69-96. The evidence of law is staring us in the face
at ihe very dawn of civilisation in India. The hoard of seals discovered at the
various sites of the Harappa civilisation bespeak contractual transactions. The
style of the residential houses conforming to a set pattern in every particular
down to the size of the bricks employed in the buildings and the capacity of the
pots used by the citizens would testify to the centralised character of the policy
evolved in the cities. They witness a society governed by positive law and not
merely customs.

'Although no legal code of the Maurya empire has come down to us, there is

no doubt of the prevalence of an elaborate legal system as India passed from the

* prehistoric to the historical period. For some such system must have formed the
ultimate basis of the systems that came to dominate the various regions of Indla
after the fall of the Mauryas. The later systems, represented first by the so-called
Law Books or Dharmasastras and later by the legal Digests or Nibandhas, show.
despite their regional and unofficial origin, a basic unity in form and content
which would remain unexplained “except on the hypothesis that they drew their
inspiration from a definite body of juridical rules having supra-regional valldity.”
Only a strong government like that of the Mauryas was capable of imposing a

system of rules on a vast sub-continent with its multiplicity of rules, sects and
local customs.
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k was the declared object of the Mauryas to establish a homonoia
(samavaya) by evolving a uniform system of law and legal procedure which

muldserveasabondbetweenﬁ\cvanousatormmtowhkhthesodetyw&,

divided When Asoka declared. “All men are mv children”, he was not
repeating an empty formuia, but was announcing a new political philosophy.
The effect of this philosophy was to accustom the Indians to a common set of
rules of good-life and 1o fix them so firmly in their psyche that they could not be
evadicated even after the disruption of the empire. In consequence, much of the
secular legislation found in the post-Mauryan Law Books was of Mauryan origin,
deriving its authentication from the positive law evolved during their rule. “The
so-called Law Book of Manu (2nd century A.D.), fot instance, was extensively
drawn upon by the compendium ascribed to Narada c¢. A.D. 500), which,
moreover, based its claim to recognition on the fact of its having been but an
abridgement of Manu. Byihaspati—a work of the 6th century A.D.—not only
bases itself entirely on Manu but makes the bold assertion that whatever law or
practice deviated from Manu was to be regarded as void. That this was not a
mere plous wish of a private legist woud be evident from an official statement in

a land grant of the 6th century A.D., issued by the Valabhi King Dharasena li at-

testing the acceptance of Manu's compendium as the code of the Valabhi State
since the beginning of that century. The work of Ysjnavalkya, which was in the
main a rehash effected of Manu in the light of the changes that had taken place
since his time was destined for even a more successful career. The famous
Mitakshara, the legal digest officially compiled under the Chalukya King
Vikramaditya VI of the Deccan (A.D. 1075-1127), was but an expanded ver-
sion of Yajnavalkya, which soon became the standard work not only in the Dec-
can but at Banaras and in greater part of Northern India.” The Law Books admit
King's commands as well as local customs such as those affecting family rela-
tions, inheritance, property, contract, in a word, all the legal questions that arise
in soclal life, as sources of law. However, for Manu as for the Hellenic
philosophers the King was but a god in the human shape. According to Y-
jmavalkya, the rules framed by social or economic associations were valid as long
as they were in harmony with the King's law. Brihaspati and Katyayana declared
that the King's law took precedence of not only local usages and customs but
even canon law. The doctrine was In keeping with the imperial tradition going

back to Maurya times. While dealing with the law and customs of the many®

peoples that had been gathered into the empire after the Kalinga War, Asoka
boldly declared it to be his policy to respect only that part of the local law which
was not repugnant to the general law of the State. The inevitable result of this
policy was the emergence of a legal koine, which even after the disappearance
of the Maurya empire continued to serve the needs of the States that arose on its
ruins and became the subject matter of the Brahmanical Law Books.

Amgig family relations, marriage was given considerable attention by the
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Hindu legists. Economically, it was a means to get as many male children as
possible as workers for the household. Religiously, it was the only mode of en-
suring offer of sacrifices to the manes by the male issues, the earliest Law Books
- giving recognition even to unions resulting from purchase, abduction and rape,
forms disapproved in later legal literature. There was no freedom of marriage ex-
cept in approved forms: arrangement by parents of a virgin before the attain- -
ment of puberty, economic restrictions exercising a deterrent effect on any other
form. The desertion of a wife was considered a crime equal to theft, for which a
large amount had to be paid as fine. But the husband could repudiate a wife -
when adulterous connection had led to the birth of a child, or where a wife has
‘,‘ cut herself from the family for good, or is of choleric temper, wasteful and brings
about abortion. He could stop intercourse with her if she gave birth to daughters
only or behaved unbecomingly. But the woman was not entirely devoid of
hts. She owned and could dispose of certain forms of property coming under
er peculia. These included presents received from her parents and relatives,
uptial presents received from her husband, alimony and earnings by her own
bour. According to Brihaspati she could even inherit the entire property of her
usband in the event of his dying without a son and provided that he was not liv-
g in a joint family.

As in the case of women so in other respects also, the family law, according
modern standards, had, in the words of Roy, “crude and refined ideas jostling
ith each other”. The pater familias enjoyed unassailable authority over the
mily. According to Narada, he rules his family as a king rules his subjects. His
ywer ceases only if there is reasonable doubt about his mental sanity. He could
y whatever he liked with his sons, even sell them, according to earlier texts,
ough this is forbidden by later ones, and he could not dispose of the family
operty, and expulsion of an innocent son was a culpable offence.

The law of property, however, showed a greater subtlety of conception.
jere is a marked tendency in the legal texts to distinguish not only between
ership and possession but between various aspects of both. According to
utama the sources of ownership include inheritance, purchase, partition,
re of unclaimed property, finding and acquisition of livelihood through
imate means. Much thought is given by the legists to the concept of usucap-
, and the general rule was accepted with notable exceptions that the lawful
er forfelts his right over property if it is occupied by another and though pre-
, he does not raise any claim within ten years. But for usucaption to take
e the property claimed had to be in undisturbed posession of the claimant.
movable property was sharply distinguished from the immovable which
ded besides estates and plantations, fields, woods, houses, etc., and also
accruing from them and income from a donation.
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“The ownership of landed estates”, in the words of Roy, “appears 10 have
been composed of three distinct levels of rights. First, we have the right of the
cultivator tenant who is entitled 1o five-sixth of its produce; above him is the so-
called proprietor who usually holds from a political authority, royal or seignorial,
and whose rights vary according to the terms on which he has acquired his pro-
prietorship, but usually he is entitied to no more than one-sixth of the produce
and any other royal or seignorial dues from the soil owned by him. At the top we
have the royal or the seignorial owner the ultimate reversionary of every form of
property, without whose permission no real estate can be transferred from one
proprietor to another. The extant land grants clearly indicate that such tta.nsfers
usually mean no more than the alienation of the king's or the seignor’s share of
the income from the land, but not the tenancy rights.”

The most common type of property was that held by the joint family, and #t
included not only movables but also land, houses, and other forms of im-
movables. Eamings of the members went to the common _pool. if made with the
help of the family property. The joint family included, besides parents and
children. brothers and step-brothers, sometimes ascendants and descendants
down to many generations. The head of the family could not dispose of the
estate or any part thereof without the consent of the family members and had to
consult them in regard to acts relating 1o income and expenditure. Economic
changes, however, compelled the replacement of these views by more modem
ideas. According to these ideas the buyer was required to test a property before
taking possession, while the seller was held responsible if he used false weights,
artificially concealed any defect, or delivered a different articie from the one
bargained for. Institutions of public utility were usually maintained with gtfts of
money and grant of income from lands, houses, shops, plantations, etc.

Connected with the law of property is that of succession, and the only form
of succession thoroughly dealt with in the Digests was Intestate succession, the
heirs being in the following order: sons born in wedlock, then the secondary
sons including the adopied, then the sons and then thelr sons. On thelr {allure
the legacy devolves on the agnates, which Is the view generally held, though a

revolutionary note is sounded by Yajfavalkya and Narada investing the +

daughter with the right of inheritance In the absence of sons.

There were elaborate rules governing the obligations arising from renting &
house, building or a shop, all of which were included in the category of hire.
Fallure to return a rented property on a fixed date had to be compensated for
adequately. Injury to property had to be made good except in the case of force
Majeure. Transporters were responsible and punishable for damage caused to
the cargo by their own negligence. Employees falling to discharge their obliga-

were not to recelve any wages, or had to return double the amount recelv-
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ed. But the employer who refused to pay the stipylated wages without reason

may be compelled to make the payment. Usury was decried, though Manu
stipulates the maximum rate of interest of 60% per annum which could be ex-
ceeded when a particular risk was involved. The only guarantees of debt were
pledge and surety, hypothecation being unknown. Usable pledges were to be
restored as soon as the yield from them equalled twice the amount of the prin-
cipal. Unusable pledges could be converted into usable pledges, and both
became forfeit as soon as the interest in arrears reached the amount of the prin-
cipal. The sureties could be held responsible not only for the payment of the
debt, but also for delivering the assets af the debtor and far his capacity to pay.

As to judicial procedure, the first item In the legal process was the plaint,
which had to be set down In writing, together with the particulars about the
place, date and parties to the sult. it was subjected to a preliminary examination,
and could be summarily dismissed by the judge, if found defective. If the plaint
was accepted, the judge issued summons to the defendant. The latter's answer, )
alsa In writing, could be of four kinds; denlal, admission, a speciaf plea of
reference to a former judgment. Then followed the recording of evidence, oral
and documentary, and the citing of witnesses, direct and indirect, the latter be-
ing called for the authentication of the legal transaction under dispute. The ver-
dict was drawn up in writing and handed over to the victorious party under the
royal seal and the disputed properties under custody were returned to this party
together with the profits arising from them.

This in brief was the private law, in the evolution of which the cities played
an important pant. The elaborately complex law relating to the transfer of pro-
perty and contractual obligations, features indissolubly bound up with the mer-
cantile class, were essentially urban innovations.

The papers on ancient urban life created such a stir among the audiences in
Brussels that Professor John Gillisen, Secretary, Societé Jean Bodin, wrote in
conveying the thanks of the Society that the reading “created very great interest

. »s much by the novelty of the synthesis attempted as by the precision of detalls.
" it is a contribution very precious and original... Your contributions have made
sossible a better understanding of the history of urban institutions by reason of
fe particular interest you have created in the development of Indian cities.”

Woman in Ancient India

“Indian Women in Antiquity,” which appeared in the Recueils de ja Societs
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Bodin, Vol. X (1956) traces the vicissitudes of the greatness and decay
Ju::mnho:d has undergone in Ancient India. Given the exalted mystical

significance of womanhood, it was not possible for the Rigvedic society to con-. %

woman to an ignoble status. It was but natural that a poet should rise in such
:ganodetylnoourseolﬁmeboldenoughtooonceivetheﬁntpﬂndpleofﬁ\e
universe in the image of a woman. Such a concept is found in a song put in the
mouth of the mysterious being. V&k, who calls herself the queen of the universe,

presiding over all the forces ot nature and parading the whole earth and entire
heaven.

Yet the discovery of this subtle relation between the primeval principle of
the universe and feminine nature could in actual fact do little to stem the surging
mysogyny of the post-Vedic Law Books. The fact is paradoxical but not beyond
explanation. The Indian mind could not free itself from the primitive objection

that women, being deeply embedded In nature, needed to be conquered and
controlled.

There were also other factors helping in the subjection of women. There 3

was, for instance, the belief that for viability beyond the grave a person needed
periodical offerings of food and drink by his descendants, and so steps were
taken against the falsification of descent. Rules were made penalizing feminine
infidelity, and virginity in the bride came to be regarded as an essential require-
ment for marriage. Before long, marriage before puberty became an established
practice as also succession to property in the male line.

There were economic factors alding and abetting the ouster of women from
hapremierpodﬁonhsodety.%hvenﬁondthepbugh.d\angngmum
from plot-cultivation to large-scale farming, dislodged her from the key-crafts
over which she had wielded control: “the chemistry of pottery and the physics of
spinning, the mechanics of the loom and the botany of flex and cotton.” Until at

last in the age of the Sutras the doctrine came to be accepted for the first time
that woman is incapable of owning herself or property. Her subjection to man
was complete.

Woman was saved, however

. by the emergence of two civilized forces: a
centralized monarchy and an urba

n bourgeolsie. The first force was brought into -
play by the Maurya rulers. Their e

galitarian policy succeeded in making the
King's law overmride all local and tribal customs and placing the bourgeoisie on a
footing of equality with other powerful elements in the social fabric. The partner-
ship between monarchy and the bourgeoisie brought into being a new urban

economy of immense benefit to women.

Sourindranath Roy ~Archiviat and Historian =

u legal system of the
there was no place for any exclusive

ry u;::sz ';gren lyegacy of the earliest tribal and agﬁcultu}:a: so:igs.c\‘&lllomet:
b d ; lace, engaging in trade and business. What helpe b“shnunmga
ook thwth;l ?(x:ng's iaw which in Adoka’s own words succeede? t‘}r:ee'ls';\aqavada
i fly-law, for instance, o

the law. The family

the equatty o, a“mb:rfxoz:e heighest possible rights. The inscriptions of the :::;d;
o contur B.C. to 4th century A.D. record donations by wc;mg: donoe
hfo:n dze;ir‘:(ei:::?neﬁ; none of them being under the tutelage of a hu .
of in ,

father or any other relation.

men cease to figure prominently in the
ol enddd tt::u%?s::::?an:z coinciding with the decline of centraliz-
epigraphics’ YOCO(; tls'n'e decay of urban economy. Both these develc?pments \;itel:e
ed monarchy B4 of India’s foreign trade and the consequent ruination o h :
due 1o the co“:gsel classes. The result was the replacement of the King :°d
t\::t‘tj\mgriant?ypl:ag; (c:::c?es which sealed for.ever the fate of Indian womanhood.
pries

‘ tus of Indian women, Roy
factors which. affected the sta .
T e t<:wfall of Indian womanhood in antiquity under th'e hea“(:s.
e e e dan nd unmarried, woman in public life, woman in private lite,
Wom:: ir:acrrrii;in:l Jaw and woman in social and economic life.
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irst the i status of the married woman. The wife
I takec:he:‘ h;\sftetl:‘ea: l;;s:g::rzgt}:ace in the home as the imistress of :ll:e
o and & gthe mother of her husband’s heirs. Contrasted with her,She_
prraa o d girl who grows old in her father’s house is unhappy(.1 e
o u.mnamle\ome of her own except in the rare case of her father 3:lng
S hat:’e . her disabilities were few under urban economy (3r.d century
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sald above: m::ods and the latter, whether Buddhist, Jain or any other Iiiree .
i sis:jer i rs’al respect. Members of these sisterhoods not only he ;:ier
commarde \:)m:’ iould dispose of them as they wished. Of the 136 doln6a v:
B o du the Barhut railings (2nd century B.C.) no less than 16 ar
records, b:n of the sisterhoods. In contrast, the position of the widow \;_lias
grants by r'mlri“ve? misery. Her very sight was said to bring misfortune. Her
onea‘r)rfia‘;r:‘:vaes simply unthinkable; and if contracted, a remarried widow was
rem

) allowed the status of a wedded wife. Widows may have enjoyed a life of
never

of centralized monarchy, seeing that the
o e ::Zi: ltl: nSgk:::l:egt?;a is conspicious by its absence of wi;io‘\:l-
period froTr;\\ ractice became widely prevalant after the breakdown of t t;
purning zn‘:;my which brought about a general degradation in the status o
bourieno‘sciiiously ;he courtesan occupied the same place of honour in classical
women. '
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India as did the hetaerae In Periclean Athens. But the lot of the common pro-
situte, unknown before the time of Kalidasa, was unenviable.
4

" About the part played by women in public affairs, Rigvedic women would
seem to have enjoyed the right to attend public assemblies and tilt about the end
of the 5th century A.D. women took lively interest in corporate activities aiming
at public good. There ‘are a few records of the 2nd century A.D. showing
women holding offices ke those of Bhoji, Mahabhoji or Maharathini, terms
which suggest elective functionaries of villages or districts. Women held the of-
fices of royal door-keepers and mirabile dictu even of commander-in-chief.
There are brilliant examples in the 4th century A.D. of able queens like
Prabhavati Gupta who ruled over the Vakataka empire and of the Lichchawi
princess, Kumaradevi, who ruled conjointly with her husband Chandra Gupta 1.
Queens fill the pages of the history of Kashmix and Qrisss. We meet with women
of exceptional ability the Sila Bhattaarika of the Rashfrakiita " family whose writ ran -
throughout the Deccan and Maila Devi and Ketakadewvi of the Western
Chalukyas of Kalyani.

Roy views the position of woman in private law In regard to conjugal rela-
tionship, parental authority and inheritance. Although child marriage is
unknown in the Vedic age, } Is advocated as the norm in post-Vedic times, In
the classical age, however, the norm was marrage after puberty, but by the 11th
century child marmiage again became the rule. Marriage was arranged by the
parents of the couple. Strict rules were observed »s to the prohibited degrees on
the side of both the father and the mother. Ban oa marriage within the gotras is

found only in the Sitras and the Smyitis. Marriage was indissoluble. Hindu law
knew no divorce. Aduitery was the only ground for abandoning a wife. But
views differed on the subject thanks to the prevalence of the primitive befief that
» woman is not rendered impure by sexual intercourse; her impurity is washed
away by her monthly flow. She could be punished with expulsion only i she
became pregnant. But the authority of the husband over his wife was unbound-
ed. Even i she was superseded, she had no right to leave the husband's house.
The law emphasized the duty of absolute obedience of the wife to the husband.
She had of course the right to maintenance, notwithstanding her faults.

thdkuoctetythemhe:andmemoth«appcutohaw_p(ndym
fon. She cessed ¥ have any say In the education of the childmn g thele. upbeing-
' viage. The evidencs 1 coiiciog aa to

.
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tamily property was replaced by the Brahmanical view that the wife, herselt be--
ing a chattel, could not own anything. But the economy and political forces

v brought about an improvement in women'’s position, and she’came to acquire
an absolute authority over her peculium..1t is, however, difficult to determine the
share of the woman in the management of the family property. There are many
examples in the epigraphical records of women giving away both movable and
real estates, singly as well as jointly with their husbands. And there is no indica-
tion of prior permission having been obtained by the wife from the pater familias.
But the Hindu law, apathetic as it was to females, disallowed inheritan¢e by the
daughter even when the father died sonless. Later, however, she was deemed
an heir after the son and the widow. And she had unassailable right to the
mother's peculium. A widow was entitled only to maintenance. But there were
legists who held that she was entitled to a share as well equivalent to a son’s por-
tion. This reverted to the agnates of her husband after her death, since a widow
enjoyed only a life-interest in the inherited property. '

Criminal law governing women centred mainly around sexual offences!
adultery and abortion. And in all such cases the masculine accomplice was held
equally responsible. We learn from an inscription of the time of A'hgvamalla of
the Deccan (A.D. 992) that amputation of the nose was the penalty imposed on
an adulteress, while her accomplice was put to death. The Law Books show a
distinct Brahmanical bias in grading the punishment according to the caste of the
offender. Thus, for committing adultery with the wife of an Aryan, a Shudra had.
to lose his organ, while a Brahman offender was let off with a fine of 500 coins if
the woman was a willing partner, and with double that amount if she was forced
against her will. Severer punishment was in store for a Kshatriya and a Vaishya,
involved in similar cases. The destruction of the foetus, committed by a woman
or a man, was equally punishable with banishment. But capital punishment
awaited a woman, murdering her child or her husband.

The position of women in social and economic life alternated with the
changes in the economy of the age, reaching a low ebb with the replacement of
the primitive plot-cultivation with large-scale farming, and rising to a crescendo
with the transformation of the rural economy to an urban one. Their position
underwent a radical change with the decline of the urban economy, indepen-
dent occupations coming to be regarded as suitable only to female riff-raffs. Dur-
ing the classical period just as in the Vedic age women participated in all forms of
social, religious and cultural activities. They moved freely in the company of
men, took part in festive processions and attended dramatic performances. The
common woman could no longer avail herself of higher education, the cost hav-
ing become exorbitant. In the 8th century a woman scholar had become such a
rarity that the expression ‘learned woman’ set a problem to the great philosopher
Sankara who proposed to solve the difficulty by interpreting it as one adept in
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doinuﬁceconomy.mldeaalsobegantotake'root'thantwasnotproperfqr
rwomen of rank to appear in public without a veil, though there was as yet no
suggestion of seclusion.

‘Such in brief were the different laws and customs that affected the social,

economic and legal status of woman in Ancient India. The article is one of the
best that Roy ever wrote.

Indian Archaeology

The large amount of research that has been carried out in prehistoric, an-
clent and medieval India would not have been possiblé but for the signal service
rendered over the years by the Archaeological Survey of India. And so it was fit-
ting that, when the golden jubilee of the Survey as a Central Organisation came
off in 1952, Roy should have been approached by the Department to write its
history. His contribution appeared in the Special Jubilee Number of Ancient
India, Vol. IX (1953), pp. 4-28 under the caption: ‘Indian 'Archaeology from
Jones to Marshall (1784-1902)". It was reproduced in book form with additional
material under its new title The Story of Indian Archaeology 1784-1947 (New
Delhi, Archaeological Survey of India, 1961), 131 pp. + 48 pls.

Archaeological studies owe their beginning in India to the impetus given by
Sir Wiliam Jones who along with an enthusiastic band of antiquarians founded
the Asiatic Society on 15 January 1764 for the purpose of enquiring, among
other things, “into the History, the Antiquities, Sciences and Literatures of Asia.”
These pioneers wege ignorant of archaeological techniques, but versed as they
were in literary researches, they confined themselves to translating and expoun-
ding ancient books and inscriptions. Foremost among them was Str William
Jones himself who by his epochal identification of Sandrokotos of the Greek
historians with Chandragupta Maurya provided a sheet-anchor to indian

chronology. He also located the classical Palibotra at the confluence of the
Ganga and the Son.

Against this “vertiable prince among scholars”, Roy would not tolerate the
least denigration. And so in his review of S.N. Mukherjee’s Sir William Jones, a
valiant defence of Jones lambasting a whole school of thought which sees in
British rule only its negative side, he wrote: “Most far-reaching in their
significance were the singular endeavours Jones made to lift the veil of obscurity
from the face of India’s past.... Add to all these that he was a poet whose impas-
sioned outpourings had a deep impact on a whole generation of English men of
lenastmgngﬁomSomheyandMoontoSheﬂcy;amandactbndwaysnady
totlrowhhmlghonﬂnddeoithcdepnuedmdthcdown-ﬂoddm;m
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finally a humanist whose intense warmth had an invigorating influence on
whomsoever he happened to encounter; and you will at once realise why
Samue! Johnson felt prompted to hail him as the most enlightened among the
sons of men.” (Indian Economic and Soial History Review, Vol. VIII (1971), .
pp. 321-27 hereinafter IESHR).

Archaeology took a giant stride with the appointment of James Prinsep as
the Secretary of the Asiatic Society. He assumed direction of the entire ar-
chaeological work in India. Among his major achievements was the decipher-
ment of the Brahmi and the Kharoshthi scripts and the unravelling of the secrets
of the inscriptions of Piyadasi, leading to the identification of the latter with
Asoka and the establisment of his contemporaneity with Antiochus I and
Ptolemy Philadelphos. This helped to base Indian Chronology on a secure foun-
dation.

In the meanwhile the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland had
begun to evince interest in the preservation of the historical monuments in India.
But it was only after the troublous times of the ‘Mutiny’ were over that the
Government could settle down to discharge its cultural responsibilites. It passed
an Act (X) in 1861 thereby assuming the duty “to prevent injury to, and
preserve, buildings remarkable for their antiquity or for their historical or ar-
chitectural value.” Roy rightly observes “that this departure from the old policy
of apathy and downright neglect may be appropriately regarded as marking the
birth of a new conscience in the country.”

Although Cunningham was appointed Archaeological Surveyor soon after
the passing of this Act, it was only in 1870 that the Archaeological Survey of
India was established, and it was in February 1871 that he took charge of the of-
fice of Director General. He immediately applied himself to a survey of the coun-
try. He deserves the meed of praise for his pioneering work, the twenty-three
volumes of his survey reports constituting a rich mine of information.

He had, however, no aptitude for prehistory, though he was, as Roy pic-
turesquely puts it, “within an ace of an epoch-making discovery in 1873, when he
unearthed at Harappa a pictographic seal along with many specimens of Harap-
pan pottery. But he scarcely understood that they were the fragments of a great
past civilisaion. He touched it, but passed it by.”

The next Director, James Burgess, assumed the post on 25 March 1886. He
at once proceeded to supply a want which had been left unfulfilled in northern
surveys so far: to provide a full illustration and history of ancient and medieval
architecture. To this end he had careful architectural surveys carried out either
under his own direction or by his colleagues. Most noteworthy of these activities
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was the elaborate survey made by Fuhrer and Smith between 1886 and 1887 of
the Sharqui architecture of Jaunpur and of the monuments of Zafarabad,
Saheth Maheth and Ayodhya, the operations carried out by Smith during
1888-89 in Badaon, Lalitpur, Orchha and other places in Bundelkhand, the
survey of ancient architecture in North Gujarat and the Muslim architecture at
Bijapur by Henry Cousens, and that of the monuments at Mahabalipuram and

the remains in Krishna, Nellore and Godavari Districts completed by Rea during
the same period.

~ Another lasting service of Burgess was a quarterly publication Epigraphia
Indica which he started in October 1888. He was able to bring out in two years as
many as eight fascicules of this publication, containing highly valuable inscrip-
tions edited by renowned epigraphists, Biihler, Kielhom and Eggeling. Earlier,
Burgess himself had compiled a volume of Sanskrit and Tamil inscriptions, and
his colleague, Hultzsch, collected and edited a' huge corpus of inscriptions
enough to fill three large volumes. The publication of the results of his survey
went on uninterrupted, and during his fifteen years' service, he was able to bring

out no less than twenty magnificent volumes. Of these seven formed part of the
Archaeological Survey of India, New Imperial Series. ’

John Marshall

Indian archaeology had been brought almost to the verge of dissolution
what with the unimaginative proposals of Burgess readlly accepted by the
Government. On his assumption of the viceregal office Curzon was amazed to
find, on a study of the system in each province, that it was “impossible to con-
ceive a system more chaotic or futile in practice.” He recorded in a Minute of 23
September 1899: “No Local Government is per se interested in archaeology...
Thus, it has come about that, owing to the absence of any central and duly
qualified authority, not merely are beautiful and famous buildings crumbling to
decay; but there is neither principle nor unity in conservation or repair, while
from time to time horrors are committed that make the student shudder and tum
grey.” The result was that in the definite proposals made to the Secretary of
State on 20 December 1900 the Government of India recommended the revival
of the post of Director General axed at the suggestion of Burgess. The incum-
bent of this office was to be a trained explorer combining archaeological

knowledge with engineering skill. He would be neral
supervision over the entire archaeo required to exercise ge

al work
and bringing up to date the local sm% | uork n th:nd country, co-ordinating,
Government an annual report of hig own Mcpom In ldd‘tbn M b
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1901—experimentally for a five-year term, and Sir John Marshall, who had

. already worked in Greece, South Turkey and Crete, was selected for the post on
" the recommendation of the British Museum.

Marshall who remained in command of the archaeological field for over a
quarter of a century and saw the survey grow into a massive, gigantic structure
had to start literally from scratch. Before his time, archaeology had meant simply
a quest for objects d'art or religious relics. Marshall was resolvsd ta make it serve
a purpose altogether different. To borrow the words pf Roy: “He V{amed’tt. fh'st
and foremost. to recapture the total culture of India in past ages with their cities
and streets, their furniture and tools, their arms and weapons, their ornaments
and jewels, their seals and coins and their laws and customs. To this one end
was keyed most of his exploration programme, as would be amply evidenced by
the number and historical importance of the ancient sites laid bare during his
regime—Nalanda and Vaisali, Pataliputra and Bhita, three cities of Taxila, and,
crowning all, the proto-historic towns of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa. Not only
did he conceive these and other programmes, but with his master hand he work-
ed out all the details, fixed and wrote down the methods, and sketched also the
blue-prints for all future research.”

Marshall also dispatched exploratory missions to India’s border-lands to
obtain material for reconstructing his history of India’s contacts with Central
Asia, Tibet and China. Sir Aurel Stein led three expeditions for this purpose in
1900, 1906-1908 and 1913-16. Stein described his discoveries in the eleven
quarto volumes of his Ancient Khotan (1907), Serindia (1921) and Innermost
Asia (1928)

These were amazing achievements. But more astounding were the
discoveries of R.D. Banerji at Mahenjo-daro in Sind yielding seals akin to the
ones discovered at Harappa by Cunningham fifty years earlier and by Daya Ram
Sahni more recently. The announcement of these discoveries by Marshall in the
[lustrated London News (20 September 1924) took the world of archaelogoists
literally by storm. Prof. Sayce pointed out the resemblance between the anti-
quities from Indus Valley and certain Sumerian objects, and Gadd and Sydney
Smith traced the affinities between Indian and Babylonian relics. Marshall
described the results of the excavations of 1921-27 in three monumental
volumes, Mohenio-daro and the Indus Civilisation (London 1931).

As Roy has so aptly put it: “Marshall will always be remembered as the man
who, archaeologically speaking, left India three thousand years older than he
had found her.”
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Mortimer Whesler

The appointment of Mortimer Wheeler, an eminent British archaeologist,
as Director General ushered in a new era.

His first task was that of re-studying Indus cities with a view to determining
their sociological character. His discovery of the flood-wom remains of a citadel
exploded the prevailing myth of the non-military character of the Indus cities. To
establish inter-relationship between India and the West with the aid of the
Roman coins and other matieral that would surface while digging, he selected
for the purpose Arikamedu. We have already referred to the interpretation by
Roy of that material. Another service of Wheeler was the transformation of “the
entire character of the excavation methods followed in India by subordinating
them to stratigraphical control and analysis conformably to the best international
standard.” His tenure of office as Director General is one of the most eventful in
the annals of Indian archaeology

Roy had pressed so much material into the production of the book and
estimated with critical acumen the services of each and every scholar who had
anything to do with Indian archaeology that the book evoked the following
tribute from Professor Tucci: “I have perused your book with great interest ad-
miring your achievement in collecting such a mass of material in so small a com-
pass."lo

Modern india

Knowing as he did the National Archives as the palm of his hand, Roy
possessed first-hand knowledge of British India. He compiled an entirely new
study of the Black.Hole episode on the basis of hitherto unpublished and
unknown material, collected by him from the Fort St. George archives, India
Office and the Dutch.archives. This study was awaiting publication. He wrote a
biographical study of the Rani of Jhansi on the basis of her own correspondence
in Marathi and in English translations as well as other contemporary records. He
prepared a disquisition on the Gandhi-lrvin Pact on the basis of new material
available among the late Home Department records; and his work on Nain
Singh, the famous explorer responsible for placing Tibet and greater part of Asia
on the map, was nearing completion. Mr. T.K.G. Nair, however, searched for
these works in vain. | also regret | have not been able to obtain a copy of
his paper “A Critique of the Sources of the Economic History of India during the
Eighteenth and the Nineteenth Century.” contributed by him to the Economic
Hisoryegference held under the auspices of the Delhi School of Economics in
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1962. He has presented in this paper an assessment of the value of the Survey
of India’s memoirs as a first hand source of economic history. Roy's collabora-
tion with Verrier Elwin, the noted anthropologist, is acknowledged by the latter
in his books The Bondo Highlander, Myths of Mid India, and Religion of an
Indian tribe.

Among his published papers “The Surat Firman”, contributed to the Prof.
C.S. Srinivasachari Sixty-first Birthday Celebration Volume (Madras, 1950}, pp
225.31 is of interest because the Imperial Mughal Grant, of which Roy
speaks, constitutes the first recognition by the strongest military power in India of
Ahe Beitish naval supremacy in the Indian seas. As the British empire in India was
essentially the creation of the British sea power, the document may be regarded
as marking the beginning of that empire. It is however curious that none of the
writers who have referred to the document has a clear notion about either its -
date or the circumstances leading to its issue. Roy attempts to ascertain these cir-
cumstances with the help of the documents of the period. The documents show
that on 10 October 1612 the terms of the tready presented by Captain Best on
behalf of the Company were agreed to by the Governor of Ahmedabad after
three days’ conference. These terms laid down the conditions for English trade
in the citics of Surat, Ahmedabad, Goga or in any other part or parts of the
country within the Great Mughal’s dominions. The confirmation of the articles,
however, did not arrive within the stipulated time. In the meanwhile, the Por-
tﬁguese sent four galleons to dispute the passage of the English ships. But in the
naval encounter that ensued the English ships put the Portuguese squardorn to
flight. The success of the English pleased the Mughals. The farman was received
by the English on 20 February 1613.

Pragpuri

In his article “Travels and Adventures of a Hindu Myst!c". East and West
(Rome), Vol. VI (1955-56), pp. 332-34, under the nom de plume of Ulysses
Young, Roy recounts the astonishing story of Pushpaparamahansa Prappuri,

popularly known as Urdhvabahu Tapasvi (the ascetic with uplifted arms). This

was a name eamned by him by reason of his holding his arms in a fixed position
over his head. Born of Rajput parents in or about 1743, Pranpurl secretly left -

“from under his parental roof at the age of 9. While at Bithur, he joined a Hindu

ascetic who taught him the tenets of his sacred lore. At ten he decided to
renounce the world to lead a life of self-mortification which, he believed, would
bring him nearer to God. He took a vow to be perpetually on his feet, for a

of twelve years neither sitting nor lying down to rest. But he did not like
the idea of spending his time rooted to the same spot. He would rather be

‘peripatetic, desiring as he did to replenish his mind with knowledge of new
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cimes and new peoples. He slept standing without an
) sort of support
satisfied, he took a second vow to hold his hands over h!: head with the ﬁ;’x

interlocked. This made his movements difficult, and yet he undertook three

urneys d h
j;mys uring which he traversed the whole of the Middle East and most of

Pranpuri started his first journey from Kalpi, in 1755 passing
Ufjain, Barhanpur and Aurangabad, he made a halt at Bio::dwhq ‘hethrough
m’pmhl:;s and reliefs sent him into ecstacy, and then tra ot pcred
short halts at Poona, Satara, Bednore, and Seringapatam, he reached Ceylon
- He visited the capital, Kandi, and the Karttikaya ten:;:'::‘ Cattgang .
return journey, he visited Cochin and from there he made his w. ,On his
Then passing through Dwarka, Tata, Multan, Attok, he reached Kab.ay tollBombay.
ceeded to Bamiyana where he was deeply lmpre@ by the  He pro-
great Graeco-Buddhist statues. He passed through Khorason H:rgh o MMWM
1o Astrakhan on the shore of the Caspian sea. At Baku he saw the m issuing
from a spot, which he correctly ascribed to the ground being impregnated with
naphtha. He crossed the Caspian sea and reached Astrakhan. He then took the

route to Shiraz, Tabri, and Hamadan in Persia. From Persia he passed on to &

Bahrein, famous for its pearls. And from there he sailed to the Arab coast. arriv-
ing at Basra where he found a sizeable Hindu population. And from there he
sailed to India.

During his second journey soon after, he first sailed to Basra and travelling
on foot he reached Constantinople. He paid a visit to Isphahan, and again
reached the border of the Caspian Sea. He visited Astrakhan a second time and
saw the Volga there so frozen as to allow passengers to cross dry-shod. From
Astrakhan he went to Moscow and traversing the whole qf Siberia arrived at
Peking (Beiiing)- He then crossed Tibet. and by way of Tashilhumpo and Nepal,

Calcutta. Here he astonished the people telling them that he had been
;\m:ec;znuy in which half the year was day and the other half night.

vered a number of important places in Central Asia

d lourney <o
my}: g\;}:kh s, Samarkhand and Badakshan. Returning via Kashmir,

Gangotri
::s‘ pafe a visit ?throf;h Oudh and reached Khatmandu. Travelling further, he

a visit to Potala, the seat of Dalai Lama, and to Shigatse, the
'ggifir::c?g?{h??aéhl Lama. Then after a journey of eighty days, he reached
'Ma rovar. He made a survey of the lake and found that its circumference was

o lont to six days’ journey. Along its shores he found no less than twenty-
_equiv X nber of religious establishments and residential

: large num
ﬁ\ree“:;“&;: :;(L:al ::ie,s, He then made a survey of the sources of rivers

uth, he reached Mount
Gogr and Brahmaputra. Then eding so
Kai!a: ' OS:‘::i return to Tibet, he was m the Tibetan Government with

——

, the source of the Ganges, and winding his way to the 2,
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dispatches to the Governor General in Calcutta. They were delivered to Warren
r Hastings.

Prénpuri was universally revered as much for his saintly character as for the
fascinating tales of his travels which he related with gusto. Among those who
cultivated his friendship were the Governor General himself, the Tashi Lama of
Tibet, the King of Nepal. Ali [brahim Khan of Banaras, Jonathan Duncan who
later became Governor of Bombay and Samuel Turner, the explorer.

Rammohan Roy

Under the same pen-name of Ulysses Young, there appears another article
of Roy in East and West, Vol. V (1954-55) pp. 300-03, entitied “Rammohan
Roy”. In this article he inquires into the reasons for the apathy among his coun-
trymen today to Rammohan’s teachings. They are to be sought, according to

; Roy, in the novelty of the doctrines he preached and the revolutionary character

of the reforms he advocated. f Rammohan was far in advance of his coun-
trymen in his own day, Roy reasons, he is scarcely less so now: “already one
hears talks on the need to go back to the Vedic age and resuscitate its vanished
glories.” Rammohan found the most effective civilizing force in the brotherhood
of inter-dependence of individuals no less than of nations, and never in the isola-
tion of independence. “When we have to depend”, he used to say, “by the very
condition of our existence upon all things and all beings in nature, is not the fiery
love of national independence a chimera? In society, individuals are constantly
driven by their weakness to seek help from their neighbours, above all if the
neighbour happens to be stronger than they. Why then should a nation have
the absurd pride of not depending on others?” This of course did not mean that
he wanted any nation to subject itself to a reactionary power.

Further he saw in the political subjection of India to Britain the possibility of
enrichment of life, an advantage which escaped his countrymen and the con-
querors alike. “Conquest”, he used to declare, “is very rarely an evil when the

t conquering people are more civilized than the conquered, because the former

bring to the latter the benefits of civilization.” He once told the great French
sclentist Jaquemont that in the blind patriotism of his youth as'a young man he
hated Europe, the mistress of his native land, and detested the English and
above all their gifts. Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes! But since that day he had
learnt more about the benefits which have followed the establishment of the
British power and had come to regard it as beneficial to India. “National
independence,” he remarked, “is not an absolute good. The object, the goal, so
to say, of society is to secure the happiness of the greatest possible number, and
when left to itself a nation cannot attain this object when it does not contain
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_withlnRselfthepﬂncipleso”utureptogres.lthbenenmnthatnsbouldbc

guided by the example and even by the authority of
are more civilized.” B 8 conquering people who 1

He also bore a high regard for the democratic nciples
unique ethical ideals he found In Christianity. pr;:sium to i:;ull:l:"? i::i:::
said, “Christianity if properly inculcated has a greater 'lendericy to lr;\ptove the
moral, soclal and political state of mankind than any other religious sg;stem "
" - Rammohan’s ultimate aspiration, adds Roy, was to see India fully Anglldnd
speaking English and turned Christian, and asks: “How many of his countrymet;
will find this ideal worth striving for?*

Another reason for Rammohan's unpopularity is his phasis
religion and the store he laid by the ancient texts. But he wa:vcm of conc:‘

plete detachment from religious texts as for instance

before the parliamentary committee in 1832. Comm“{e::: ;‘::md;vi::dn::
to descend to the mental level of his opponents but plead for his objective, pure-
ly on principle and from considerations of public good. He declared the S:l:skﬂt
system of education as best calculated to keep the country in darkness.” But he
found in religion the most potent civilizing force and most of his ‘outward
religious activities were conducted to carry through his practical aims. He had
realized the importance of religion as a factor in the development of human
civilisation. “He understood,” adds Roy, “that the right course was not to
press It, but refine and simplify it; fo use it as a means to serve social equallty:::

" fraternity as well as political emancipation. His Brahmo Samaj was a noble eff

to translate into concrete reality his philosophy of universal humanism whg:
was arrived at by a synthesis of the essentials in all great systems of thought in
the world.” '

And for ever ahead of his times, Rammohan was alread
United Nations Organisation capable of solving the problems
politics. Accordingly, writing to Talleyrand in 1832, he asserted that
cosmopolitanism is not an utopian ideal, but a practical programme capable of
translation into reality. And he profoundly observed: “The accurate deduction
of scientific research lead to the conclusion that all mankind are but one grea:
farnily of which the numerous nations and tribes existing are only various bran
ches.... (There is) supreme need to encourage and facilitate human Interco .
in every manner by removing all impediments to it in order to pmmomu“":
reciprocal advantage and enjoyment of the whole human race.” Ag 5 practical
means by which this goal can be reached, he suggested the establishment of
congress composed of equal number of members from the Parliament of eac:
country, a congress to which all matters of political or economic difference were

to be submitted, the decision gigajority being binding on all. The Chairman of

y thlnklng of a
of international
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this body was to be elected by each nation in turn and the place of the meeting
was to vary with each year. In this proposal Roy finds a practical solution by

" which the larger needs of an international society could be harmoniously recon-

ciled with the sentiment of geographical nationalism.

A second article on Rammohan Roy appeared in The Hindustan Standard
(Calcutta) 27 September, 1955, under the caption “Rammohan Roy and the
Unity of Mankind.” | regret | have no access to this paper in Bombay.

Tatya Tope and the Mutiny

“Tatya Tope” is a biographical essay. Roy contributed it to the periodical
March of India in 1957. It was a by-product of his larger work on the Rani of
Jhansi. It was based on Tatya's own writings available at the National Archives
among the Foreign and Political records as well as the records of the rebel
government seized by the British army at Kalpi. -

Tatya was one of the finest characters of the Movement of 1857. He started
as a humble employee of the last Peshwa’s household, with hardly any political
experience or military training; he rose equal to the military challenge and
emerged as one of the most formidable military leaders. Tatya along with Nana,
his master, had been compelled to join the mutineers against their will. But once
they threw in their lot with the latter, they decided to offer the British as stiff a
fight as possible.

When Nana'’s army was defeated by Havelock in July, the initiative passed
to Tatya. From that moment he began performing prodigies of valour. Having
persuaded the celebrated Gwalior Contingent to join him, he appeared at
Kanpur from his base of operations at Kalpi. At Kanpur he inflicted a crushing
defeat on the enemy forces under Windham. Though the losses were retrieved
by Campbell, the British found it difficult to dislodge him from the ground he had
chosen. Kalpi gave him a tremendous edge over the enemy. “Kalpi on the right
bank of the Jumna, in the hands of the rebels,” wrote Sir Hugh Rose, a compe-
tent judge of the situation, “prevented the concentration of the British armies of
the West with those of the East of India. It also exposed to attack from the line of
the Jumna the army engaged in the operations against the insurgents in the
Doab, the line of the Ganges, Oudh and Rohilkhand. And as long as Kalpi was
rebel, so long the enemy had it in their power to say that East and West of India
might be British, but the pivot of the centre was theirs.”

To earn the sympathy of the people it was necessary to incite them against
the British; and so Tatya issued a proclamation to the princes and people of
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Tatya’s conduct was dignified to the very end. “| on}
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rse::;o? ;he conomic History Conterence under the suspices of the Delhi ‘
of Economics, to which teference has already been made, one of his first
Delhil in T this direction was his contribution to the Asian History Congress:
Ancie 961. entitled “From the Ganga to the Voiga—the History of an
o nt Trade Route.” An ancient route, connecting poeple “nourished by the
vine Ganga with the Taces favoured by the mighty Volga,” has been described
ical writers, who came to India in Alexander's traln or shortly therealter.
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appropriated by Buddhism and carried as far west as the South Russian steppes.

- Another particularly Indian feature displayed by the plaque is the portrayal of

figures in simple elevation in open violation of the classical rule of perspective.

Roy also traces a characteristic Indian influence in the magnificent religious
art that sprang in Russia in the Middle Ages. This feature is the enlargement of
the outstanding figure to a scale far greater than that of the figures surrounding
it. Other features are “the use of the vertical perspective in the distribution of the
volumes in space, the almost geometrical mingling up of human figures with the
objects constituting their background, and the preference of the frontal to the
lateral pose.” These features are beyond the conception of the classical artist.

Roy next delved into the source material for the economic history of the
Ceded Districts. | am deeply grateful to Professor Mrs. Dharma Kumar of the
Delhi School of Economics for her kind coutesey in giving me information about
the monograph emobodying this material, which sh”e deservedlx terms “an
outstanding work of Indian scholarship”. “At his death,” she writes, “Sourin Roy
had nearly completed an annotated edition of select materials on the economy
of the Ceded Districts (1800-1827). The major part of these are two surveys, one
by Thomas Munro between 1802 and 1806, and the other by Colin Mackenze
and his trained assistants between 1809 _and 1814. This material was sup--
plemented by materials culled from the correspondence between the Madras
Government and the Court of Directors, the proceedings of the Government of
Madras, and of the regional collectorates. The copious notes written by Roy are

hip, and are
the meticulousness, depth and range of his scholarship,
lr:\‘jsl(::bl?to alel historians of South India. It is a targedy that he could not com-

plete the biographical notes on officlals....”

Of a plece with the material brought out in this work was a “Note” he
published under the caption: “A Rare Document on Delhi Wheat-prices
1763-1835" in IESHR, Vol. IV (1972), pp. 91-99. Professor W.S. Jevons had .
been struck by the periodicity with which cdmmercial crisis occurred in England
at an interval of 10 or 10%2 years and was wondering if this regularity could have
natural causes. By 1875 he had collected enough evidence to show that all
known instances of crises fell into a regular series of decennial cycles. It was
remarkable that there was a close colncidence between these cycles and the sun-
spot periods as calculated by meteorologists like Lamont and Brown. What
now remained to be proved was the causal charpcter of the coincidence. This

M i AT O
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Frontier Policy

In his exercises in our frontier policy Roy could not see eye to eye with our
policy makers. And yet it is aximotic that the foreign policy of a country follows a
set pattern however much each succeeding government may differ from its
predecessor in dealing with its domestic affairs. Our frontier policy, a legacy of
the British, could not help being patterned on that of the latter. Despite the fact
that their writ did not run beyond the foothills of the Assam Himalayas, it was
the cherished aim of British policy that on the North-East the Indo-Tibetan fron-
tier should adhere to the crest of the Himalayas along the so-called Mcmahon
Line. On the North-West it should describe a crescent which, starting from the

"Karakorum Pass, touching a spur of the Kuen Lun mountains and running south,
. would enclose the Aksat Chin region, following the Johnson-Ardagh Line of the
frontier. To establish the claim of the British Government to this frontier, Sir Olaf

Caroe. the Deputy Secretary in the Foreign and Political Department, had in the
late thirties recourse to a truly extraordinary procedure with the connivence, it
would seem, of the higher authorities. In giving the account of the Simla Con-
ference (1913-14), as Karunakar Gupta says in his Spotlight on Sino-Indian
Frontiers (Calcutta. 1982), p. 29, Aitchison’s Treaties, Vol. XIV (1929) had observed:
“In 1913 a conference of Tibetan, Chinese and British Plenipotentiaries met in
India to try and bring about a settlement in regard to matters on the Sino- -
Tibetian frontier, and a tripartite convention was drawn up and initialled in
1914. The Chinese Government, however, refused to permit their Plenipoten-
tiary to proceed to full signature.”

Karunakar Gupta came to know from the India Office records how Olaf

Caroe “arranged for the copies of the original Aitchison’s Treaties, Vol. XIV of
1929 to be withdrawn from the libraries, and replaced them by a faked version

with an imprint of 1929.” In the “faked version” the above original passage was
changed so as to read:

“In 1913 a conference of British, Chinese and Tibetan Plenipotentiaries was
convened in Simla in an attempt to negotiate an agreement as to the interna-
tional status of Tibet with particular regard to the relations of the three Govern-
ments and to the frontiers of Tibet both with China and India. After prolonged
negotiations the conference under the presidency of Sir Henry McMahon drew
up a tripartite Convention between Great Britain, China and Tibet, which was
initialled in Simla in 1914 by the representatives of the three parties. The
Chinese Government, however, refused to rafity the agreement, by their refusal
depriving themselves of the benefits which they were to obtain thereunder,
among which were a definite recognition that Tibet was under Chinese suzerain-
ty, and an agreement to permit a Chinese official with a suitable escort not ex-
ceeding 300 men to be maintained at Lhasa. The Convention was, however.
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‘appeared conclusive. Referring to this event G.F. Hudson could observe in his
-contribution to Far Eastern Affairs (14th issue of St. Antony’s Papers): “there is
“no evidence that under the Ching (Manchu) dynasty China ever attempted to

come further south than this. In other words, they accepted the Kuen Lun range
as the frontier.” Hudson, however, was reckoning without the host. As the
author of the article in TLS has pointed out, “64 miles south of Suket is not the
Kuen Lun range at all: t Is, in fact, the summit of the Karakorum Pass on the
very crest of the Karakorum range, as a careful look at a good map (on a scale
not smaller than 1:1,000,000) will show™

When it was objected that the Macdonald Line of 1899 had neither
geographical nor historical basis, the author of the article had no difficulty in pro-
viding both: (TLS. Feb. 6, 1964).

It is not known if Roy was aware of the appearance of this article in TLS. But
the cartographical evidence that Roy has marshalled reinforces the conclusion of
TLS article that the Karokorum range marked the Indo-Tibetan North-West
frontier. A closer look therefore is necessary at the Johnson-Ardagh Line, a for-
ward line which we have inherited from the British. It had been put out of court,
Roys says, by the then General Staff: it was difficult to defend and was
strategically useless. -

Recent Trends in Research

Since Independence there has been a spate of publications on modem
Indian history. Roy attempts a survey thereof in his article “Recent Trends in
Indian Research Activities in Modemn Indian History.” (IA, Vol. XV (1963-64),
pp. 54-70). Many of these were inspired by a sense of patriotism and set
themselves the task of administering a corrective to British.official writings. It was
believed that the British official writings were produced with no other object than
to promote imperial interests and were suffering “from distortion and suppres-
sion of truth, biassed judgment and wrong inference.” Prominent among such
publications setting this new trend was A Survey of Indian History by K.M. Panik-
kar (1947) which, according to Roy, “is remarkable alike for its thesis that ‘the
true history of India during the British period does not consist of the activities of
the East India Company or the British Crown but of the upheaval which led to
the transformation of Indian society through the activities of India’s own sons,’
and for the attempt it has made to belittle the contribution of the British rulers
towards that transformation.” In a subsequent work, Asia and Western
Dominance (1953), Panikkar comes down heavily on European imperialism
making most of its seamy negative aspects. Writers of the same kidney include
Tara Chand, K. K. Datta, and S. B. Chaudhuri who in their works seek “to
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There has been no lacking of interest in the history of the past, which con-
tinues 1o be dealt with in seli-complete compartments: political, administrative
social, economic and so forth. There is, however, a predilection for regicm:\
history, to the neglect of comprehensive studies embracing the entire country.
The exception is Sir Jadunath Sarkar's four volumes of The Fall of the Mughal
Empire. In this monumental work “three themes,” in the words of Roy, “of the

decaying old order, the rising peripheral powers, and the trilumphant British
imperialism supplanting both have been orchestrated into a single msgmy epik of
tragic grandeur narrated with masterly erudition and subtle artistry.” The main

" trend 1s biographical in political history. A well-known historical figure is selocted
and a picture is drawn of his political, administrative and social environment.

In regional history the preponderating tendency is towards the adminis-
trative and economic aspects. The restricted scope has enabled the authors
to delve deep into the archives of the period. Thelr works, however, suf-

fer from a common defect: they are pronouncedly formal, not penetrating f

“beyond the surface,” as Roy puts it, “in order to locate or identiy the forces
behind the scene which made the administration what it really was.”

In economic history, which has claimed 2 larger number of votaries, the
popular theme of reseasch is the economic ruin of India under the British impact.
But there is decidedly more leg work thanks to the wealth of source material now

available, The familiar “Drain” theory has been pushed out of the old ruts with'

newmtapretaﬁomhemgglvenmhmwthat which discems economic drain In

—

wtting. '3 what Roy thinks js 548

Sourindranath Roy-Archivist and Hissorien 47

rronic excess of exports over imports which formed the chief feature, for
, ‘of Bengal trade during a particular period. Economic thought'on
an economy is not so much on the structure of this economy as on the
nsformation it went through under the influence of British rule. The
tegration of the self-sufficient village community leading to the impoverish-
nt of the peasantry or the downward plunge of agriculture due to increased

essure on agricultural land, both leading to unemployment, were responsible
or the migration of the peasantry to the cities and the crippling of the village
feconomy.

There was no dearth of competent studies on the reforms introduced by the
British in the various spheres of social life. But the besetting sin of this class of
literature is that it does not show how social legislation has helped or hampered
at different levels the achievement of its intended results.

“Yet when all is said,” concludes Roy, “the record of the period under
review can hardly be regarded as altogether gloomy. If much still remains fo be
done there is no denying that much has also been achieved and that many an
obscure area In recent history has been brought into a clearer view.”

Our Loes

Highly gifted as he was, Roy would have made a mark in any avocation
suitable to his abilities. His teachers were so impressed by him that Professor
S.C. Sen Gupta, his professor of English who later became the Principal of the
Presidency College, Calcutta, was only voicing the opinion of his colleagues
when he wrote that Roy was the best pupil he had taught and one of the most
cultured men he had met. The marvel of such a man, however, does not rest on
what he was capable of doing. For talents of mind and music are simply gifts
received from God and need not form a source of special tribute. Rather we
should look to what a recipient of such gifts has done with them. It would be
agreed from the study we have made of his writings that Roy emerges as an
outstanding archivist and brilliant historian. He carried out to the extent he was
capable what he conceived to be the task of the Indian historian: to unravel the

“structure and the development of the Indian society as a whole. He insisted that

the historian’s primary duty is to give the facts and that history should be non-
partisan. and himself practised the precept. He held that historical research is
strictly conditioned by the availability of the sources of the necessary type and
quality. He helped in making this possible by inspiring and assisting the publica-
tion programme of the National Archives of India. And for the rest, he hoped
that the historian of modern India would make full use of the archival sources

taking advantage of the opening of the National and State Archives to the
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has aptly remarked
in his splendid tribute to him, “to make possible the

, work of many scholars,
Indian and foreign, who have illumined India’s modem history.” *_
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betore er's day, for it is quite clear that .mmmn\dnm}'\m
mﬂmfo,’thék“mptmmfonwmhmwgﬂmmdm
:‘:i :‘n‘;ﬂtﬂustons of racial superiority.

Since, from my previous work, the foundations of Beitish < | .

seemed
unquestionably to lie in the expansion of B"ﬂﬂsh PRriCIDAION in the trad
Eastern seas called the “country-trade”, questions Naturally arceq ag Nph,.
the h position in such trade after 1708. Did the avatlable ing how e
" British-commanded “country-ships™? Did i d\:w""‘“oﬂm n
increase in d country-ships? Did it reveal an increasing use of the ‘"c'““w
British-owne co “pass” by country-ships? To whatever sources | EE"W: oy
kldmposs:ﬁ)qompa“y ‘ tion of data on “country” arrivals and 4, umtmatmd ‘
P . meph questions was yes. Clearly, there were many mare British
‘the answer to 9“‘%,, 1743 than in 1723 or 1714. Clearly, e o tonnage
etmmw.‘:ag:a,mi¢:apta)ns, by British “free merchants” and ¢, mm“'ymm!" Ty
owned by e;e;) bled during these early eighteemb-cemmy decades, and
o ey, he Con 1y’ “pass”, with the development of the Companys o,
”m g‘:mba':ﬁ:ﬁne. was ever more respected.
navy,

. developments comes from the Dutch Eagt I, dia
e ey o e D

Company’s ha and Surat we can watch this growth, both iy, terms of tonnage

relating to Moc example, at Cochin between 1724 and 1742 Beltish coun,

and of ships. F;ro three thousand tons to six or sever, thousand, ang the

umber o?:ltﬁere:t British counfry-captains ng frequented that port in

gom seventeen to twenty-eight. The Dutch Company

B ’S. Cth and co m.
india were by no means oblivious to this increase, uncils

3o oy . after 1740. | am
oduction of the masses ata on PPing in the Dutch
w‘ﬁ?;natn%:h :seregfr a computer on these figures would reveal this trend euen
recor

more ﬁwy'

+ owner suddenly needed h
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carefully compiled Dutch Company' at

hind the dort o e hemmy:mm

yCochin B Suxatan«cl(.‘.!‘m'ss'.xmoxr:th»el*i\nglmbcmeCaicut‘t{;nbe'r Y hauman stoies

;uccm' and failure, disease and death, quarrels an. 3y . From

of " nseaoapta(m'names,nwouidaepearthauew’?okmdmeﬁw

thcmcoungy six seasons. The diaries, called “consultations”, 24 the Buro,

o East l:';!a companies’ factories are replete with the auction

::nrlners' goods. The court records reveal quarrels between captaing

that one has defrauded another. Such a quarre! between captains John Sleddall
and John Asselin shows that there were

sales of country-ships at auction in
Calcutta in 1723. Sleddall accused Asselin, as his agent, of negligence in failing
to purchase a ship. | am inclined to think that Bengal

became.more and more
the “home port” of Captains even though thelr chief “concerns” ight be
elsewhere. This is one of the factors, which even in this early period, is m

Calcutta a more “European” toun as compargd with Bo}nbay ot Mad ”'M'Q

The explanation of the slow

Voyages to the China seay by the

trader. At the Calcutta auction of 1723, a ship was withdrawn becayse her

o o er for a voyage to China. This
umined by the remarkable work of Louls Dermigny on the China Trade.

Pressure from the British country-trader, Dutch cb?lny to police the ﬁ:x.g?.;

markedly lessened, ang as no British country-captain wo

region without som

. S0me oplum aboard, Madras,
opium, tended to bego ' o

fogical place to load
meap(’""f“nl’atherﬂ\anahead
British country-captains, -

.
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and the changes in the movements of co;
Emopeanseamamhipwuunﬁonn!ym'omm hip on

: | of Ader

the market for “marine stores” exported from Europe m'mmﬁh, Widened
mdpﬂvileged”tradeofcaptaimandofﬁcmoffuhdlm Y‘n e “peivate
necessry superiorty in ship-bulding; an Inda-bult courgy s+ ¥%4 ™
better than any&nppe-bmltshipofherdass, even though there e good or
this period of the English East India Company's permission still ) Sances in
the export of ships from Europe to remain in the East as “col mbdm, ship I?m for
tober 18, 1717, the Court of Directors allowed John, smu"md O
Harris to return to Madras as “Free Merchants” and carry 22d Thomas
ship to “trgde fr_om port to port but never to retu: u: anE_E“g’hh 350-ton
‘pean captains and mates were certairly regarded as bey o rope.™ Euro-
than for others. Indians, especially Parg; o for

dangerous voyages. a European-officered
Nevertheless, some of the largest of oy

country- o <
ween Surat, Arabia and Persia, had lndg.shim. especially in u‘e""mbct-

the other hand. El.lropean owners h&d no Al'ab”, or “Tuﬂd‘hn E on

non-European crews for many types of shorter “ hmmw
company servant above the rank of writer on the MW' N“"Vﬂﬂy
1720°s owned or had fractional interests in small coun o poablishment in the
trusted “noquedahs” or “tindals” who furnished ¢ try-ships commanded by

' he hSC& crews.
Occasionally we get glimpses of

: how Interwoven the
and non-European can be in country-voyages interests of European
for the trading season of 1738/39!.30:\20“!'&.f.rhcwe\;;h.mk;‘:,h Mocha shipping gt
ship of cargo. Plying between Diu and Mocha are f dlﬁucnm“m,
300 tons, 30 guns, 8 lascars, P ese ‘capts 'mw'““‘bau.

cotton owned by “banians”, and the Enterpriger am'i Resolutio, 2d

siuandannamem,butmﬁ:Englishcaptm + both of similay
owned by “Surat borahs.” Similar| , th Dlltch' fully “M ,“’m‘ Plece-goods
case of a French owner's quarter-y . lsts of

lhlpplng
interest othery; show
i“hMl?)oar:d cargo. Furthermore, “Armenhn"mo:,nnmp 1:“ eoeﬁma -

r’, and there are English captains often ip, charge‘:(mhmmdw .
cargoes. Also, although smuggling of Indian goods to the Americag lan-owned
indirect, there are cases of British country-captain making Was usually
voyage. Accompanied by English and German : the

took a frigate laden with piece- . SUPercargoes, an Engligh
Broclin 17332 Poe 90048 under Portuguese cojory e

from Calcutta 4o
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Quite clearly then, we can safely say that, in these decades, the country-

4 trade is steadily expanding, that non-European participation in it is, at any rate,

not contracting (indeed, as to capital invested and employment of non-
Europeans as seamen such participation may be increasing), and that British ac-
tivity is responsible for the lion’s share of this expansion of country-trade in the
Indian seas. Evidence from the lists of country-ships and captains calling at
Cochin, Surat, Calcutta, Madras, Mocha and Gombroon (Bander Abbas) shows
that non-British European commanded and owned country-shipping and
cargoes remain about the same or decrease as these years go by. Why? The
answers which the available evidence seems to suggest are these.

As for the Portuguese, these decades reflect a further decline. At the begin-
ning of our period, 1708, Portuguese is still the lingua franca of commercial in-
tercourse and regional diplomacy in the Indian seas. The Portuguese “linguist”,
usually a Eurasian, is essential to every European trading “factory” and to many
a local prince. The Portuguese “pass” is in demand at Goa and Surat by many -
coastal country-traders. At the end, in 1748, the transitional period in which

_Portuguese gives way to English as the commercial lingua franca is already

under way. The Eurasian captains of Portuguese descent are seeking the English
Company’s “pass” in greater numbers. The government at Goa, after making an
occasional vigorous attempt to assert itself, as at Mocha in the 1730's, cannot
recover from the blows it received at the hands of the Marathas who took Thana
in 1737 and Bassein in 1739. Only 10,000 rupees of trading capital are con-
sidered to be under Portuguese protection at Surat by 1750.3

As for the Dutch, the reasons for their failure to develop private country-
trading in stiff competition with the ever more ubiquitous British in the Indian
seas must be sought through three lines of enquiry. There are first those broader
aspects of Anglo-Dutch economic relations reflected in the generalizations that
London was slowly but surely supplanting Amsterdam as the financial capital of
the world, —that the conclusion of the War of the Spanish Succession in
1713-14 marks the turn of the tide in Dutch affairs with the decline of the Duteh
East India Company clearly apparent after 1736. Second are the broader
aspects of the Dutch East India Company's position as a country-trader in the

* East. The English East India Company as a corporate body was never a country-

trader to the extent that the Dutch Company was. Throughout these decades,
the English Company gave its servants virtually free rein as country-traders, and
it was quite liberal in granting licenses to British subjects to come out to its set-
tlements as “free merchants”. In the middle of the period, it made one serious
attempt to protect its own country-trading activities from competition by its ser-
vants, but it came to naught. The Madras Council. even though they had just
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harassing them, especially on the Malabar Coast, even 1

no matter what the situation was in Europe. The m&yehehnp:.?tp:‘nymm

French quarrels. With the settlement of the islands, Isle de France (Mauritiug)

and Bourbon (Réunion), the French could fall back on the development of cof.
d the slave trade increasingly operated via

Mauritius. Their only hope of catching up with the British would appear to ha

lain, as it did later, in the success of a full scale naval effort directed from Etu't':'::;e

On reflection, it does seem to be clear that by 1708, on the Indian subconti-
Eent and the seas surrounding it, the British are already well ahead of other
uropeans as country-traders. By the 1720’s, the situation has already
developed to the point where such business contacts as there are between ‘the
servants of European East India companies contribute to the enhancement of
British power in India. The private partnership in 1747 of Governor William
Wake of Bombay and Jacob Mossel, the Second-in-Council at Batavia, in
country-trading ventures under British captains illustrates the way in which this is
happening at the end of our period. True enough, the process is not yet much
accelerated by pressures to remit British fortunes clandestinely to Britain thrcf)u:h
the purchase of the Dutch Company's bills of exchange. The ﬁrst8 cals; 42 tth is
which | have found is an isolated and c'urioysf one. On dJanuary 8, ) : e
Dutch Council at Chinsura received from William Da@s, Second-ircll-Councl 2agt
Calcutta, 39,246 rupees, 7 annas, and 6 pice, a'nd a bill was duly ra:;r;\ at 2
stuivers per rupee for 54,945 guidlers and 1 stuiver, bu't Dav7is agreed t a't is
agents in Amsterdam would be content with 50000 gullder‘s. The supp‘c(;snti:n
is strong that Davis had to offer a bribe of nearly ‘5000 gull'der's to mahe lt is
remittance. No other British name appears on _Chinsura bill Il;ts in the lat:
1740’s, nor are there extensive deposits by fore{gn Europeans in the E:\g is
Company’s “cash” at its three presidencies i.n. India. Yet at the Com,pany s set-
tlements in India, foreign Europeans and Bntnst.\. u{hether Company’s servants,
country-captains, or free merchants were entering into friensiships. anc.l :artner-
ships with each other in making a way c:f life for themselves in India with a view
to returning home with a “competence rather than a fortune.

ish Company’s letter-books at Tranquebar reveal tnese contacts
perhg: n?c?zsf}:llly thzi:n as:w other source becase the English Company ser-
vants at Madras from the governor down wrote free!y to th'e Danes of their own
private “concerns”, their Indian agents, their relations with country-captains.
The great‘est.anraction thatthe Danes had to offer was Swedish iron' in return for
saltpetre, rice, or piece-goods. Let us dip into this correspondence in tl.le 171'30’5
and 1740’s. In July 1733. Governor George Morton Pitt used Nathaniel Wright
and Noah Casamajor, supercargoes on the ship Fort St. George. as in-
termediaries to buy 400 candies of iron for him. Through much of 1734, James
Hubbard, the English Company's chief factor at Fort St. David, is in cor-
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this
trade rests.
Howlongthishasbeensolsaqueﬁonwccmnotwlonhcn. At this period
Piece-goods Nathaniel Turner of the ly, th ot the Company's shipping could not have recruted thu
none surely, the owners
English He; :umh:mm better thIn Mr mm colb‘"': captains and ships’ officers, the Company itself could not have recrulted its sey-
the sorts of piece goods Panck wants He advises Panck on the proper timing vants, if the induoemenuofwvmsﬂn“\md\bo dz@mhgmﬁ
saltpetre British sent. As is indicated in our discussion above "
. m:;mﬁmmh? o;wm not b::t ;!h;‘m in :;fu::ence to rict trade, the English Company’s Servants overseas were freer of the restraints en-
rice is in greater demmmd o::he Coromandel coast. In 1735, 1m an Joined by the “Honourable )s:l,astmd’;ln Europet at Agammand again, we rc:nd ’:l“;h:
1737 ernor dence Servants’ private “concerns” as minan \ R .
%&Ggmma:&y:tnmfomdrpﬁvzemum m[‘:;‘:,:s this it app:m that the us Tellicherry, Isphahan_ 10 Proof that the Company's own corponte' concerns are
of Danish pany'supm";,w,,gw,ytommmwwg: nmatalonmnnotbﬁngrefonnatthmpiacaﬁthehmmhmvategdm
“Eastwar ”.MembersoftheCalcunaCoundlmatthlstimedeaﬁﬂg‘”“h are increasing.
Dmﬁm\diﬁrmeman agents. With the coming of war in the 1740's the rele-
tions between Ben

even
yon's and Panck’s successors, Morse and Bonsack, are

b Bona;k.owm_a country-ship gnd is advised by Morse with
'enudtohlseountry- 3 .

India Trade from the van-
tage point of Europe or of India, it seems as if there were always a greater Buritish
trading Burma reservoir of entrepreneurial energy than the Company's System could accom.
ventures to : by ! modate. To my mind, the mainspring of such activity in Ostend, Trieste Ham.
When, such corress, ndence in ming f frequent visits b burg, and Gothenberg is British. A contemporary broadside in the British
Frenchmen ﬁ:nhm Ponm Fost St.‘gavld or mMad're;d :ls v::'xy unlikely Museum lsts thirty-two clandestine voyages under English and Irish officers in
commercial dealings between and the British in theiy private capacities the seven trading seasons 1714/15. 1720/21 before the Ostend Company was
not bie behind such visits. When we hear that the Jesults in China want to invest ofﬁ._:ial_ly founded, under captains Sarsfield, obin, + Welsh, Pearson, Pen-
more funds in the En Company’s “cagh” as, we must conclude not nicut, French, Holmes and others 11 Without such lrish Jacobite, Scoftish and
only that they are more certain than ever of the hundreds of “foreign f-:urop"r;:¢ zwnegade English skilled and experienced East India
- and In investors in wh;g_l;_tet was known English 's “ru
 debt” ot s three Presidencies s o 2 the Company

; dia mariners and sy, 1
ofthmvoyagesorganizeda}thmpomcouidhavetaken Place. It is, of
course, important that the English East India

Company, i concert with the

Dutch Company, beat down their attacks, but this diplomatic and economic of-

fensive should be regarded more as'bringing these British back into the fold than

Indeed the increase i the sale of 4, , able as repelling a potentially letha} foreign attack. Alter all, who were the mainstay of

in London is in fiself per aps the mos: S’::mysbﬂls of exfc?:zmzdm the Ostend Company while lasted but a London Quaker family of Scottish

British “country-trade” in the Indian sepg, Annya) payme:;:: ri:e from approx- . origin, ‘the Humes, one of whom Alexander Hume is, at the end of oy

~ mately £175,000 to £ 200,000 between 1732 ang 1747, Untl the last years of Period—high in the Direction of the English East Indja Company and & member
our period, very little of this cap Tepresent money made by British subjects in any s Of Its Secret Committee.?12

Other way.t}?hi:v - conau:ion Setween the ~BANY’s servants and their Indian '

» :?en‘svfig;ngﬁh :&,‘;’;"m;:::fn";wg never entirely absent from the busin€ss Asis the case with the piracy in the Indian seas at thig period, based in nos
bu?l::k contracts and the ke, dered Lo the days of numerous comlP" ; thern Madagascar and staffed mainly by rogues of lrish, Scoish and English
are yet 1o come. The increase lntheg sa)E"e of « by Y activity in the mof‘f";_' origin, the reason why so much attention is Pald to the Ostenders and.the other
change in which the captains and o, of the Cc."'s e e !or’l?ms ; in- oA okci” voyages between Furope and the East is their

ed the proceeds of their outward pyorey ¢ COmpainys Europe” ships Macter. One o more of the features common to most of them — wheth
"fs.foutwarg privilege” which Consisied c:tlZf?:des of course the growth the swigt change of flags, the existence of two aing, two owners, or gw:: it
o other gear for country-ships, + of anchors, grapnels, tar, pitch of SUPercargoes, one British and the other the “cover” needed 1o iy
and : the laws of ¢ e monarch whose flag is o
This is, obviously, not the only poing

try-trade and Europe

. rial for drama
&t which
trade interact. | havasiilimidered Country-trade (and?;u:nh\aeasmg British par-
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| i late. The English captains are too

Again, it is a case of the Dutch being too k
Sch which called the * ; with Dutch Company servants have steadily
ideaerc:;e:ubst:Mi:;v;\reggwmlr’;:; ifso? (t,l":’ Joli the “planning stage” like the #: wel er.xtre:::ilei: 'h,-l::,hqmm are leaving the Malay seas on English country
pean pirates based in Madagascar into Se Y Roger and tumning the Euro- ?},?wn'c;np July 1. 1745, John Newman a disgruntled English mate or super-
early 1720’s, are no less bizarre from our w;a dis}; E‘s‘ dia Company in the? c"gpso. ut ,s'zo,é with two others at Selangor by an English country captain
Urica Eleanora’s under Swedish colors in 173+ o " 120 8 voyage like the te the Dutch Chief and Council at Malacca of his plight, for the Sultan of
nearly all th ibl fties comin 1 o334 In voyage, we ha o Europeans of all they had except their clothes
arly € possible eventualitieg coming to pass—a ve Selangor had stripped the three Europe

disgruntled English “East India” Scottish supercargo, a

ca captain y e selling to keep alive. Newman described the nature of the

e French Eas India Com::;:in’c: e of the g -, 8 Joint :l’:nk:egzz me driven by English country captains at Palembang since the

at Porto Novo. the ship's escape to Be: al e of the Utrica Eleanorq’s cargo beginning of 1741. He had been mate on two voyages and kept all the accounts.

reamg aver the beck wall of the Du focton e —optain mmmbuﬂy i igon cannon, small arms, saltpetre, piece-goods, and salt were being ex-

qu CT};\ e o Tegenepamam and taking g\palngedum' for tin and 'black and white paper. A scottish captain Andrew Munro

Indiaman Heathcote, gets safel b:rx; Cranora, onginally the English Eagt loaded 70 tons of pepper and a large quantity of tin in December 1744 at Kuala

‘ o Govemmenn et six years of tedious Pontian; he lied when he said he came from Trenggannu. In informing against

Munro, 'Newman wants the Dutch to confiscate the ship ancl impriion its Por-

so other voyages of this osan indemnity for the tuguese steward from Madras and “Mohamed Sibi, a Mala who hav,e' done

Opport s ‘ all for Captain Munro, and who intend to smuggle gold out of Malacca.” If the

an “Z?\';:t&i;;s Euron: 9. Dutch will help Newman and his friends escape from Selangor and give them

tropeans. ~ some kind of a ship, Newman “will make all things clear” to them and tell what
sums the English have spent in Palembang. !¢

s .
‘ China” trade and the growing importance of the exxB;:?tsf}: beticipation i the In 1752, it will require thirteen folios in the Dutch records just to list English
*foreign silver” and coral to stimulate “returns” 1o [ o d om lf°"d°“ of private violations from Benkulen of Dutch shipping regulations. In June of 1748, the
and to a lesser extent in gold. Delving among the re: on chiefly in diamonds English Company’s Court of Directors authorized the use of force against the
lndla’Company s Committee of Correspondence in :;\'dslof the English East Dutch pretensions to exclusive trade in the straits of Malacca. Just before the
}74(? s. | have had the impression tha more papers co, e 1720's, 1730's ang outbreak of Andlo-French war in 1744 Dupleix’s own correspondence with the
fains’ and supercargoes’ private interests in exports to a:::jem the fixing of cap- Dl:Jti:: Go,,em:;‘,_ce,,m; Von lmhbff'. shows that Dupleix’s own private ven-
than anything else. This is not only a matter of “priv;te ™ 1ts from, Ching tures to China involve contacts with English < suntry-captains. The better known
the cargo-space assigned to them as individuals; it i 5 m end privilege” trade in British attempts to trade at Benjarmassin in Borneo and at southern Chinese
ir;:erest in and their comnf\is}s:ion onI the C°mpany‘s r e::::":afrtheir percentage pon‘s o(aher tl?an Canton are part of this picture.
Chinaware; it is a matter of the regulation of the extent ¢ of tea and . ‘
back the “returns” of their own “privilege” in—the SO-¢ " wb ich they can brj . infiltration in eastern Asia naturally are felt in
practice which captains and ships’ officers com;nueda:l;i Sl‘\‘oes” of gold,_ng West;l;:e ::if:cit: fijfeg;:;tzre::tiz:\o ufrt beriod. In & comprehenive repart of the
zgu?&sipgia’"?::;“‘;;‘:nfgﬁ:‘%?a'&::l inves; :: gold afteru?7ggt ;ur :lemd Dutch trading position at Surat in 1750, Jan Schreuder showed how Parsee
| causing » gieed bre he o osless to s " from Dutch to British “protection”, with the British already
and causing “cause celebres” of corruption like 3 through the regulations capital” was passing from o
at length 1n Conrag Gl o merchamt:\:t zf the James Najgp, discusseg “protecting” five lakhs of rupees as contrasted with the Dutch three and a half. 18
struck with the ways in which this ' ¢ Mariners, la & This is to a marked degree'a consequence of spices and other items formerly
. growtn of 1pe Com ) y . o 1 being i asingly smuggled by British country-
greater scope to entrepreneurship by British subjects 1 ; pan? S tea trage gives wholly under Dutch control being incre y ships from Bengal and one
of private trade on the Company’s shipping. 4 S‘irr;ul S 2 disguiseq eXpansion captains. Even as early as 1734, five British country-ships p 9 d eigh-
“country-voyages” from Indian ports to the China seas a;e’ Briti “COMmMandeq from Basra had brought into Surat 85 chests of cloves, nine of mace, an
start to restrain British captains who are tr N the

VING 10 trade o i 17404 y,

Jn donec; teen of nutmeg. ¢
MY IS establisheq, 2N Ports Where

Through “country-voyages™ between the Indian and Chha PP —

such captains claim no European autho
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- these Europeans in exile constantly strengthening more intricate economic rela-

tionships with the people among whom they live.

‘1t is & great mistake, however, to underrate the military component in this
growing power. The records do not support any contention that the English
Company's military strength stagnates in the years before news of war with
France reached India in September, 1744. More than once, the Directors at
home enjoin reductions in the military establishments of all three Presidencies
but the men on the spot and the course of events enjoin two steps forward for
every step back. Likewise, the governors and councils in India sometimes can-
not prevent their subordinates from military action despite their express orders to
preserve neutrality in local disputes; such was the case when the Company’s
agent at Cambay organized the defence of one bastion of the fort during a siege
in 1748.18 The.exercise of military pressure on land, well bevond the bounds of
mdﬂwCompanleskadhg“factoﬁa".km-thetegularptotecﬂonof
saltpemdupmentsimmPamatoCalcumeedmpsmeb&mmph,bmh ‘
exercise of military pressure on the sea becomes ever more common, —to coerce

" the nawab of Bengal, stop the trade up to Hugli; to bring the govemnor of Mocha to

book, block fhe port; 10 curb pirates, call up the Bombay Marine, founded and
developed in these decades. But the British military power which has received
Jeast attention is the naval power financed by neither Company nor King, that of
the growing fleet of British-commanded and officered country-ships, each with

its complement of guns.

These are some of the things to bear in mind when one considers the steady
rise in gross profit on the Company's “Europe” trade as a whole during these
decades—a rise which seemed strange to Professor Bal Krishna in 1924 when
he estimated it at approximately £ 30,000,000. They help to explain the rate at
which the proceeds of sales of tea‘and chinaware catch up with the proceeds of
sales of cotton piece-goods, why the Company's Indian brokers arc so patient
under the pressure put upon them to buy wollens they do not really want as
they watch thé Company's imports of silver rise steadily bringing direct protits to
them and ancillary profits to their associates. They explain why the Madras mint
is such a hive of activity coining bullion and Spanish dollars into rupees and
Sumatran and Chinese gold into pagodas. Imports of Company and “private”
sitlver from Europe into India are not greatly reduced by the availability of funds
paid into the Company’s “cash” by country-captains, “Europe” captains and
Company servants In return for bills on London. Both these sources of income
contribute 1o the Company’s welfare for it is spending the major part of its assets

in India on the “investment” for Europe and not on administrative or military
expenses.

By taking the Indian seas as the main vantage point in this study, | have
tried to suggest that the growth of British power in India is greater in these years,
and its bases are inherently stronger than has hitherto been thought. The distinction
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tales. Witness for instance the legend relating to the fight over the dead body of
Kabiz. But is one justified, asks Roy, in tracing all such tales to the Buddhist

Book of the Great Decease? Then again, the word ‘mneme’ used by Plutarch for-#¥

monument is a general term signifying a bullding or a monument raised 1o the
dead and has hardly any association with Buddhism.

As to the acquatntance of Trogus’ Source with the Mahabharata, the proof
offered by Tam is 100 tenuous to deserve serious consideration. It is as follows:
Ptolemy, VI, 1.6, indebted to Trogus’ Source, calls the country between the In-
?us and the Ravi ‘Pandovuon .or Pandaouon’. The same word appears in the
:rm ofhPan‘da In the Bessarica of Dionysius. They are the Péndava-Pandu of
the Mahdbhirata. They do not appear in later history but bel?m'g solely o the

eplc. In consequence, Plolemy and Dionysius >
’ ‘ k
who knew the Mahabharata. ysius got the name from some Gree

The felhcy of Tarn's argument, in the opinion of Roy
that the Péndavas did not appear in history in the post-e'pic times and that the
‘qem;;vasootu:ing the region between the Jhelum and the Ravt were a dif- 3
famny;:z dpwére mmcimg 1o the epic the Pandavas were a branch of the Paurava
by and were I control of the Chenab-Ravi region, They were in occupation
ek, Alexan :{r :h:::;’e and Vﬁﬁ?yl are represented in the Tibetan version of the
contempdrmv’ of the B\iglnd’ha. o b King Pushlar o Taxi{a' ’

lies in the assumption

reasoning you have fajy) h
tion of Trogus' Source. ... On th o Y caught him out on the ques-
L € question of gen, th
you that it Is dangerous to assume that"rrogus ( eral method | quite agree wt

writer) continuously drew upon a single so m'”‘g’ any other Greek or Roman

- Arikamedu P

i would
Prepared by M:. "?“,?‘G“;‘“ the bibliography of Roy's writings, meticulously
on Trogus' Source u;as.f ﬁm » his long-time admirer and friend, that the critique
was contributed o 1 olowed by 2 study on the Nanda Dynasty. The papet
was however noto b{i{?m session of the Indian History Congress, 1940. &
: cen Indian :lgr;insnpmceedmg,, Nor Is his paper “A Study on En-
“Sanal Congress of Orientalsts wigeh .., "+ Contrfbuted to the Interns-

ich met at New Delht in 1964, published in #ts

The Growth of Brithhhs Power in India 1708-1748 8

contrary, British power grows because there are more and more British among

tionships with the people among whom they five.

't is a great mistake, however, to underrate the military component in this
growing power. The records do not suppor any contention that the English
Company's military strength stagnates in the years before news of war with
France reached India in September, 1744. More than once, the Disectors at
home enjoin reductions in the military establishments of all three Presidencies
but the men on the spot and the course of events enjoin two steps forward for
every step back. Likewise, the governors and councils in India sometimes can-
not prevent their subordinates from military action despite their express orders to
preserve neutrality in local disputes; such was the case when the Company's
agent at Cambay organized the defence of one bastion of the fort during a siege
in 1748.1% The.exercise of military pressure on land, well beyond the bounds of
one of the Companies trading “factories”, is rare—the regular protection of
saltpetre shipments from Patna to Cajcutta is perhaps the best example, but the
exercise of military pressure on the sea becomes ever more common, —{o coerce

T the nawab of Bengal, stop the trade up to Hugli; to bring the governor of Mocha to

book, block fhe port; to curb pirates, call up the Bombay Marine, founded and
developed in these decades. But the British military power which has received
least attention is the naval power linanced by neither Company nor King, that of
the growing fleet of British-commanded and officered country-ships, each with

its complement of guns.

These are some of the things to bear in mind when one considers the steady
rise in gross profit on the Company’s “Europe” trade as a whole during these

. decades—a rise which seemed strange to Professor Bal Krishna in 1924 when

he estimated it at approximately £ 30,000,000. They help to explain the rate at
which the proceeds of sales of tea'and chinawarg catch up with the proceeds of
sales of cotton piece-goads, why the Company’s Indian brokers are so patient
under the pressure put upon them to buy wollens they do not really want as
they watch thé Company's imports of silver rise steadily bringing direct protits 1o
them and ancillary profits to their associates. They explain why the Madras mint
is such a hive of activity coining bullion and Spanish dollars into rupees and
Sumatran and Chinese gold into pagodas. Imparts of Company and “private”
silver from Europe into India are not greatly reduced by the availability of funds
paid into the Company’s “cash” by country-captains, “Europe” captains and
Company servants in return for bills on Landon. Both these sources of income
contribute to the Company’s welfare for it is spending the major part of its assets

in India on the “investment” for Europe and not on administrative or military
expenses.

By taking the Indian seas as the main vantage point in this study, { have
tried to suggest that the growth of British power in India is greater In these years,
and its bases are inherently stronger than has hitherto been thought. The distinction
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between an era of peaceful trade and an era of ruthless conquest inaugurated by
Clive has been too sh

arply drawn. There was a good deal of force in the
»eaceful trade, military as well as economic. Fr

acent seas the British led from a position of strength which the developments
nere discussed did much to make impregnable. It is true enough that almost
none of the traders wanted European war to spread to India in the 1740’s, but it
is significant that # is the French Company not the British which made the

Dutch. nforeseen interaction between local anarchy
in the Carnatic and Anglo-French naval warfare really lighted the fuse for the
dramatic events of the 1750’

. s. What | have been trying to demonstrate is that
even before these happenir_\gs_.‘which contemporaries could not have been ex-
pected to foresee, the ever 2 India is ve

-growing British power in india is very soundly based.
The Dutch have missed their chance because they cannot divert enough energy

» but because much energy which

hé, and Pondichéry
settlement of the Isle of
of the eighteenth cen-

- Algemeen Rijksarchief (The Hague), Kolonia) Archieven, 2209
Novo to Negapatam Feb. 6,"1734.

H. Furber, Bombay Presidency in the Mid-Eighteenth Centy

Y Y, p. 64.
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1355,

+ letter, Dutch factory at Porto

paw

O 00O

- danuary 22, 1725, the Court of Directors allowed t
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. LO., Abstracts of Letters to Bombay, March 13, 1744, The Co .
been carrying on a losing trade in Persia
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Cheney, Alexander Hume. See
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1.0.. Con. Repts. 3. July 9, 1740, For details, see Krigtof Glamann, “En Ostindisk Rejes elier

om the subcontinent and the ad- *
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SOURIN ROY: A PERSONAL MEMOIR

S.C. SENGUPTA

WHEN [ JOINED Presidency College, Calcutta in 1929 as the youngest
teacher in the English department, | used to travel by bus to college from
Kalighat. In those days, although Calcutta was a large and busy city, it was far
less crowded than now. Bus journeys were not uncomfortable, passengers could
carry on leisurely conversation, serious or chatty, without inconvenience to
themselves or embarrassment to fellow-passengers. It was a moderately long
journey from Kalighat to Presidency College. and a slim, carelessly dressed,
soft-spoken student with a glint in his eyes whom | met frequently, would
sometimes ask me pointed questions on Bemard Shaw. How this fellow-
traveller in a bus had come to know of my interest in Shaw | cannot say even
now, but the fact is that | had started working on Shaw for my doctorate —there

| was only one doctorate and no ‘supervisor’ in those days—and | had first an
impression that this unkempt young man was a pert intellectual Bohemian who
wanted to parade his interest in things fashionable and unacademic. Bernard
Shaw in those days was not a part of academic studies. he was fashionable
because he was looked upon as an eccentric who held contrary opinions on
every subject. Indeed, my former teacher K. C. Mukherji, who at one time
taught Greek at Oxford, told me that at Oxford he would not be considered
respectable enough for a Doctorate dissertation.

As | came to know this young man more and more, | found that his ques-

, tions were stimulating, and he was a man who was eager to know rather than to
g decs w0 WS R flaunt his scholarly interests. His name was Sourin Roy; he was a student of
Y‘oursm.y be on s a:uu dandf:f\fd Lh:mcg:::r:cn: Action A Presidency College, reading Honours in History. I was in charge of the Honours

ok :Tl“ -,mu v ond Mﬂl A scientificaly action ciears F:mb-:“nam u.msp:_'n in men in English, with whom I had intimate contacts. Honours students in other

"“h"f": mwh“% The Specialist mm g;":'."bfffiwn .,':"" me'.',., Arts subjects had to do a three-paper course in English, and | had only to

g‘in‘:: ;.p’au %& :gn‘zruﬂ kil "mv: m  ond 3 vakty for mm hmw’?“ , examine their scripts in periodical exercises. So it was only in a remote way that

durm&wym clohly formulated to dancrud 3. minute. The provide . urin was my pupil, but our casual conversation in bus journeys soon ripened

mrco'm v - oredm into warm friendship, and I can admit frankly that in this give-and-take relation-
an anti-dandrutf h,’:;::n that ship between teacher-and-pupil, | was always at the receiving end. Another
",:,. g:o:r&m :“.:.ﬁv: ;v.n» bond of connexion was Snehalata Roy, his brother's daughter, who became my
penstrating action which helps pupil when doing her B.A. Honours in English. Sourin died a bachelor last year
fight aw right et the scalp. when he was in his early seventies, a man without enemies. who was ready to
w0

do a good turn to all who came in contact with him, but his first concern was his
India Past and Present Vot | No. 1
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avuncular duties. He was the youngest of three brothers, and left an orphan by
the death of his father, he was called in the family Dukhiram, the unfortunate
boy.. As he was brought up by R. N. Roy, his second brother, a fine scholar and ay,
successful lawyer, he became a doting uncle to all his nephews and nieces, -
especially to Snehalata, who shared all his cultural and scholarly interests, and
was his companion in his saunterings in the world of books. It was Snehalata’s
death for which he thought his mistaken treatment was responsible and also the
death of his young nephew Shekhar, which, 1 believe, hastened his own end.
Why should | single out Sneha and Shekhar? Some months ago, Mira, the
youngest of these nephews and nieces, who was with him during his last illness,
told me that the sun had gone out of her life, because her parents had died when
§he was very young, and this uncle was both father and mother to her. 1 have
just spoken of Shekhar's death a few months before Sourin’s. Shekhar had a
separate house where he lived with his wife, but everyday Sourin, himself a car-
diac patient, would go and watch by his bedside for hours together. It would,
hgwever, be wrong to speak of him only as a devoted uncle, because his friend-
sl}xps were as warm as his family attachments. Only the other day a ‘mutual
fngnd ‘had to undergo a major opeation; and he flooded me and the friend’s
rfe with letters and telegrams from Delhi, because he felt that a wrong course of ¥
f gat;n.ent had‘ been adopted. The family did not heed his importunities and the
riend is now in good health. But who can forget Sourin’s passionate concern

fori :: frifen_d. whgm he ha.d not met for years and with whom, from a worldly
point of view, his connexion was neither firm nor even very intimate.

It is, however, as a scholar that Sourin would 1| his
?nends _and acquaintances. He passed B.A. Honours ;:: Lr‘\ lt\h einml'(lzi:t‘z:yy—o-:)oth
in the first class. But he was really a bibliophile, who matricu.lat‘ed among the old
book shops of Calcutta and graduated in the National Archives of N ?av Delhi.
thring his final years as a student in the University in Calcutta, we be. : me very
intimate—he and | and my friend P.K.B., whom | used to call ‘.B th c'a Brother
was a student of Economics, who retired from the New Delhj l’Sc,e etorat a
Joint-Secretdry in the Finance Department. Although h oerene a|s d
bureaucrat, he had retained his academic interests and l? s 2 e
taken aback by Sourin’s penetrating grasp of the s,ubjeq : Yt gl
aback a few years earlier by Sourin’s knowledge of literatur:s An:?h:re enrrt::z:

. co

Sourin passed M.A.
Calcutta, he went to New“[)i;9 33-34, and after

Archives, then called, 1 beliey.

Ed
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Here he worked ceaselessly day in and day out and gradually rose to be its
Deputy Director. He would have risen higher and risen more quickly if he had

%been more pliant, and | have reasons to believe, f he had been more alive to his

fown claims and less watchful of the interests of others. Although 1 saw his
unfaltering, unwearying devotion to his work, 1 confess | am not competent to
pass any opinion on his proficiency as an archivist. But wherever | met teachers
of history who had been to the National Archives, they invariably testified to his
amazing knowledge of the subject, and | seemed to grow visibly in their estima-
tion when they heard of my intimacy with him and that | was one of his old
teachers.

After Sourin settled down in Delhi, we often wrote to each other but our
personal contacts became rarer and rarer. His elder brother and sister-in-law
died, | believe, within a few years of each other, and the centre of the family
shifted to Delhi. Indeed, during his last visit to Calcutta a few months before his
death, he told me that he was coming back to the city of his boyhood and youth
after a lapse of sixteen years, and he did, indeed, look like a stranger in this once
familiar haunt. | should like to say a few words about his old days in Calcutta.
Along with a friend of his, he ‘wrote a book on the art of writing Bengali. The
idea was entirely his, and on my recommendation, the suggestion was made by
a publisher as a sort of a pot-boiler to a young man. He was asked to lay a brick,
but Sourin produced a work of marble. His nearest model was Fowler's books
on English Composition Queen’s/King's English and A Dictionary of Modern
English Usage. Mounsieur Jourdain, a famous comic character in Moliere, was
amazed to hear that the language he had been speaking all his life was prose, not
a recondite, learned discipline, but just the language in which people express
themselves in ordinary conversation. The opposite delusion is more common.
We all take our command of our mother tongue for granted and express
ourselves in it clumsily in woolly phrases and limping or cumbrous sentences.
Who knows Moliere himself was double-edged in his raillery. It might be that he
wanted to make as much fun of the simple ‘citizen’ who was eager to learn the
mysteries of prose as of the self-complacent prigs who laughed at him, thinking
that the prose one spoke and wrote in his native language had no mystery at all.

. This was true as much of the Bengali reading public in the twentieth century as of

Moligre's French audience in the seventeeth. But Sourin's book, though
appreciated by a few men of taste, did not ‘please the million’; it went out of print
and is now forgotten. Some of my friends had a hearty laugh over a few impish
remarks Sourin made in the essays—the book was An Introduction to the Art of
Essay Writing—he wrote as models for students, and that was all.

At about this time Sourin was very close to me, and although fifty years
have passed by, 1 gratefully remember the help received from him in at least two
of my literary ventures. Himself a Shavian, he read over the manuscript of The
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was
Art of Bernard Shaw, and when it was published, he compiled_ it:‘;r ‘:::g:‘g;ore.
even more intimately associated with my Bengali book on Rabmbook appeared.v
helping me with suggestions and criticisms, and when FheWhile b,
Snehalata designed the cover at the direction of uncle Sourin. o Souits
ject of Tagore, | cannot help retailing an episode that revea ehool rore
impishness and his ready wit. When he was at the top class of h\salsc .a e
was a students’ function, in which one of the items in the cultural progr ol
‘was recitation of the peom ‘Abhisar by Tagore. When the headmastet; a :\rnted:
squeamish old man, saw the item on the programme then about to‘) l% iy
he flew into a rage. As the word Abhisar in Bengali (or Sanskri od g
means a lover's tryst, he thought that it must be an indelicate poem, :f\t he old
* his duty to put his foot down on such obscenity. Sourin, who knew t 'e: e o
man had not read the well-known poem, undertook to change ‘be i : l'\ead-
returning after some time, presented the revised programme which ; : poee
master gladly signed, because the objectionable item had been replace y(Fruit-
nyasin Upagupta’ by Rabindranath Tagore. Now here is thg poeﬂ‘lr ot
gathering, No. XXXVH) which | shall symmarize as far as possible in Tago!
own words: Sannyasin

Upagupta (the first line of the poem *Abhisar’) lay asleep
on the dust by the side of the city wall of Mathura.

id

. . a
Whose feet were those tinkling with anklets, touching his breast‘t l:):he
sudden? It was the dancing gir} Vasavadatta, starred with jewels, drunk wi

wine of youth. She lowered her lamp and saw the young face of the ascetic,
austerely beautiful.

for
‘Come to my house,’ said the woman, ‘The dusty earth is not a fit bed
you.’

"Woman, go on your way, When the time is ripe 1 will come to you.

year)

Later on in the
f the rampart. Wh

(
facg o
from the town_

The ascetic took ‘her head on his knees ang moistened her lips with water,
and smeared her body with balm . _

L 1
- ‘The time has at last come to visit you, and
am here', said the young ascetic to V

w
asavadata, once a dazzling dancer, but no
desolate and forsaken.

Everything was

the irate but ignora

saved—the beay
nt headmaster.

f
tiful poem as well as the moral scruples O

€

»
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’s li e well-
i f Sourin’s life, he becam:
d important period o e e,
Durd 1h9d$e::: dci::les for his knowledged :f \:rnc::tieers\; e g o
K . opic hy and fine arts. | understa_n e wr e o
arChaQOIOfgs{’::ég;a‘r:)nESh e tions W:iCh :l“?::.r‘s)e \::om;g always hesitant
had also "1® i tiations with publi » Wh e e e
told e o mon 32: !e)?)zl‘(s which scholars and specialists might app
nding mone
;S?L::m be caviare to the general.

) heory, while
—literature and literary t }
old grooves—literature ere in touch
My mind mo}’ed ;?h thv::anclered over various fields. YFJ “i,neu:winating and
Sourin, a born po. zm Ce. and Sourin's letters. informatle\'eféatme of his wide-
through correSPO: di?ight to read. | was attrac'ted ?i‘loannd biographical curios.
insouciant, were his flair for collecting literary, hlsto"‘; The Statesman and read
angs S;Udles;;hed the correspondence Co,u?(’;]s oses Young, must have been
Those who wa in under the pen-name of Ulys would also com-
. Sourin under i of these he would a
letters written by f wit and wisdom. Many hich did not
gems of Wi dly ever received a letter w '
regaled by many - friends, and | hardly . . . of the learned
municate to his m}:"::tt:rt::\ment. One example‘(;;hthe 1%"01'9"259 Oxford held a
contain some suc 1 iting these lines. When, i ' torate
. am writing honorary Doc
cops tloCmy :c:t?o:sat Santiniketan to confer Zn ng::;:: Such an honour, a
special Conv at the same time pleased an . exercise, and also
of Liter‘;‘ure;: eptg'es death, seemed to be g:f unnhe;egfxy death, Sourin gave
e ' hs before ' f
year before ti-climax. Some mont Tagore was at the height o
somewhat of an an stery. In 1912-13, when Tago rd dons propos-
me the right C!ue to tlh‘:,crln zome leading literary f‘-guresland ngeoumvers“y then,
his popularity in Engar wi\oev er else was the Chancellor oChance“° r consulted
ed to Lord Curzon[5 oLitt be conferred on the poet. The Educational Service,
that an honorary Ross who, as a member o‘f] th&lfe‘g‘:”:‘o‘ School of Oriental
Edward Dennison in Calcutta and was the Dir () on Indian
ars in , an expert () o
had spent many Veh was after hearing from E-‘D'[ R<;;s40a n0xford just expiated
Studies in Lond%ﬂ .iversity dropped the proposal.. n sou;in suggested that the
affairs, that the Un itted twenty-eight years earlier. fter the publication of the
the sin it had comm are of its grievous omission only after
. aw
University became
memoirs of Dennison Ross.

. literary activity.

he first decade of my :

ide and mentor in t ‘o mative letters,

Sourin was fY al:el received many e“te“a‘m"gh.andt;n;zrwuh my work,
But afterftl:t j::l‘;ulghave not preserved: h:li:g:, :2:);:21 field. But during the
which unfortun { little help to him in ing the origins of
and I could have bee:j‘ (t)urn ed to history, and was busg;] t:a?:\?ed o be bis lact
last few years, | ha lism when Sourin came to pay what p
tiona

modern Indian na
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visit to Calcutta. He saw the problems } was wrestling with, and although he

2 dying man then—1 did not, however. see it—on going back to Delhi, he w
to me interesting and luminating letters which were of great value to me.
wheel seems to have come full circle: he was at my side once again! Aftera li

time of strenuous labour, spent mostly for the benefit of others, he has gone
his rest, leaving us to mourn his loss.
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hﬁ:dnga\owexhnm‘forompeﬂodweneednotgo

look for a timé
1st decade of the 18th century. For this purpose we have to loo

frm
me
the British hold on the eastern and Indian trade had already beco

hardly b€ -
enough to enable them to draw substantial wealth from ‘“d“i T:‘:fc:;:al English
true of the 17th century when both the volume and the valu ol value of the
trade with India were relatively insignificant>. The average af;’;‘g 000
British merchandise export to India was no more than '£113'000 bet-
1600-1620, whereas the average value of the export trade was 6. import from
ween 1721 and 1725 and £154,000 between 1731 and 17356. in 1716 and
o which was £551,000 i value in 1700 shot up to £742.000n 170
£996,000 during the 1730's.7 It is, therefore, extremely doubtful such fab
tury provided the British with much opportunity for ”s"'”:\‘g total do
wealth in India as could have an appreciable impact on the did pro
economy of Britain. Even assuming that the British trade c:or\tr}\‘e':ﬁOat such“ a drain
duce a drain during the period, it will still be difficult to argue and which 9"
could have much to do with that capital accumulation in Englh ine of arg
gered off the economic explosion of the 70's and the 80’s. Suc!

of .
ment will oblige us to face the question: Why indeed such a long per

5 was not
capital accumulation was necessary to bring about the -ebes:olsmn' alw\}:‘eyntures so
the capital as it was being accumulated also invested into \l'\dap 1t 1s difficult to
that industry grew pari passu with the accumulation of capit justrialization. If
find any positive evidence in English history for such gradual in urt, and it was
as is cogent to believe, British industrialisation came as a big 3? ] ti\e evidence
brought about largely by capital accumulation, we have to look : ible long
of this accumulation in a period close to that spurt and not in the pc;»::n a cen
term effects of any accumulation that might have taken place more
tury earlier. For this purpose, roughly a forty-year or a fifty-year

dbe .
preceding the spurt may be found to be suitable. In other words, we woul

er
quite justified in limiting our enquiry to the period 1721-1760. To be on

x.
grounds we may at most extend the period 1o 1701-1770. But any further €
tension of # seems unwarranted.- '

In dealing with the question as to the precise manner in which the economic
drain took placé, it is important to recogn

x ise that there is no docum?“::‘_
of any actual remittance of specie or Precious metal having ever fo

:‘c;mam::jor pa:,'t of the drain. It is alleged that £6 millio, was extorted by ‘h‘i
Company and its employees as gifts from India Yetween 1757 and 1766.% Bu
assuming that the whole of the sum went oyt of Indla, i is necessary t©
remember that the major part of it could have left the country only after it had
been transformed into merchandise either on the Company'’s own account or in
that of their servants. One of the main features of Indo-British trade was that im-

from India always tended to exceed British exports ang E. | Company was
pu:\?aﬂil hard put to it to balance this deficiency. The

total specie expont to India

nd the Znd or the -

. Mcular!y o
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during the entire period of 1758-1766 was no more than £ 230,000, whereas
4 import for the sam

e period was about £ 11.276 millions.? Since the merchan.
dise export during the period was about £ 9 million there occurred a deficit of
over £ 2 million which had somehow to be covered by money that could be ex-
tracted only from India. No specie in fact was exported from Britain either during
the years 1767-1768 or in 1771 or 1781-3. Yet during th

e period the import
Jures were almost astronomical, and the huge deficits they registered
met only with ¢

could be
he money procurable in India. Thus the main channel through
which the non-commercial earnings either of the Company or their servants
could reach Britain was the channel of normal trade, and as a general rule it may
be cogently argued that the only substantial drain from India in an
Tepresented by

y year was
that part of British imports from India for which there was no
€quivalent export either in goods or specie.

The validity of this Proposition is not impaired by the fact that after 1765 the
C°mpanv acquired absolute power over the revenues of a large part of India,
har and Orissa, because any surplus whatever accrulng
nues was from the very first intended to be and was actually ap-
Plied to purchase merchandise for export to England. The immediate outcome
of this new accession of wealth was the further enhancement of the exist;
deficit between export and im

ng
port. It is true by an act of George Il in 1767 (7
George 11} ¢ 57) the Compan

y was placed under a statutory obligation to pay a
Contribution of £ 400,000 to

the British tréasury annually. But this contribution

Was payable only for 7 years and the total sum paid on this account was no more

than g 2, 169,000. Even this did not involve any direct remittance to England. 10

e obligatiqn was met out of the profit which the Company was making on the

sale of their goods in London. There is thus no justification for counting the con-
butions separate}

y from the economic drain which occurred during the period
(e, 1768.75) through the normal trade channel.

h We have to take into account in this connexion the eamnings which must
ave accrued to Company'
I India as we

s servants from their participation in the internal trade
with i as the so called

country-trade i.e., the India-based overseas trade
East Asia or China. The two major ways of making

mlghtabnces of these earnings was (1) to transform them into merchandise that

exc ane shipped in Company's own bottoms to London and (2) to buy bills of

eq ulage on London. There was hardly any restriction on private trading till the

with the"B Act of 1773, and even thereafter it could be carried on clandestinely

acquiescence o
2vailable for the
eve

n erchandise was certainly restricted
accoun, d‘as late as 1769.70 the annual sale value of Indian imports on private
Wiy % not exceed £ 150,000 11 The C

«ope |

e Persian Gylf,
Femitg South

i



eriod with whi
mpany’s Indian administrai)ion had no OCCCh o o g rimaril
mpany needed loans only when its ex enditur
revenues. But till 1774 the Company's citer-all fiensa;‘l?a‘;’ e;:_);:; eSS Over its
pears to have been on the whole sound. I the account of the ?:'; in lndi? ap-
Ministration in India from 1761 to 1774 is taken into corxsiderat;m)anys 2d.
become evident that during the period the latter obtained a sy, on It would
£2.950 000. 5 Plus of aboyy

. Y concerned ,
asion to run into heavy debts 'lt::

We have thus to fall back on the view that the true drain fr,

med from the chronic excess of British imports from India over B
An obvious source from which an idea could be gathereq of the ritish expors,
cess is the East India Company’s own ledgers, a summary of wh_n;t“re of the ex.
in Macgregor’s Oriental Commerce. But one of the chief ich can be founq
ledgers consists in the fact that they do not yield any in*mmm1tatic>m.~, of these
voice value of the merchandise imports received in London ngon as to the ip.
is just their sale-value. The ledgers, moreover, omit 1o givé atthey 4o show
respect to the pre-1709 period. A more objectionable feat“r:ny Information in
take any account of the private trade relating to the period b, l? that they do not
the best source relating to the subject is the statistica} retume ore 1767. By far
Inspector-General of Customs of Great Britain, from, Whic; c:l:\spiled by the
- Possible to

°m India step,.

o— —_—

(%
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prepare a long series, starting from the very beginning of the 18th century in
respect to the invoiced value, both of British imports and exports inclusive of
rivate trade as well as that carried on the Company's account. An analytical
fummary of these is availabe in Elizabeth Schumpeters's magnum opus, English
Overseas Trade Statistics, 1697-1808. One serious omission of this compilation,
from our point of view, is that it is totally silent on the amount of bullion that was
exported to India during the period, But this lacuna could be filled in with the
help of the data available in this respect in Macgregor.

One objection which may perhaps be raised against the statistics of both
Schumpeter and Macgregor is that they have both lumped together the trade-
figures in respect to India and China. But the reason of this is that both in East
India Company's ledgers and in the Inspector-General of Customs’s returns the
China and India accounts were treated as a single item, and rightly so. China
and India trades were intimately linked together till about 1793. Before 1750
China trade had little quantitative importance. Thereafter it was mainly financed
by remittances from India. Chinese imports for this period could justifiably be

?, regarded as indirect imports from India. The validity of this will become evident if

# One attempts an examination of the complicated relationship between the two
trades for the crucial period 1762-71, a period during which the volume of the
China trade reached for the first time a sizeable dimension.

A. Total trade of India & China (£ 000s omitted)

British British

l;;:;d Merchandise specie Total g:‘g’l(:;:;o
1766:38 3904 724 4628 Plance
A 52(1)(2) 767 6267 g‘llgg ! oaed
Total; 10316 1202 2008 o : 2222
93 12009 1 -
5281 - 3272
B. Total Trade of India
1762—65 3227
138
o2 3365
17?? 70 4;(’;3 20 4199 - 22;2 b e
Total: i o \ o
7806 158 7964 oy e

10681 - 2717
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It we look at the figure of the combined India-China trade for the period, it
will be seen that the total British merchandise export amounted in value to £

10.316.000. bullion export to £ 1.693.000, and import tc £ 15.281.000. leav- ¥

ing an adverse balance of £ 3.272,000. if we deduct from the above the China '
trade figures for the period as given in Robert Wisset's Compendium of East
India Affairs (Vol. T} we arrive at the following figures for exclusive India trade:

British merchandise export: £ 7,806,000

Bullion exvort: £158.000.

British import from India: £ 10.681,0C0.

This would leave an adverse balance of £ 2,717.000. The difference
between the two figures is about 0.555 millions which is attributable to excess
imports from China. This excess, to all appearance, was financed by remittances
from India. As a matter of fact Indian remittances to China from different sources
amounted during this period roughly to 1.9 millions. It would thus on the whole
be valid to maintain that the cost of imports from China during the period was
largely met from Indian sources and for all practical purposes the two trades
constituted a single whole. In our calculation of the economic drain from India
we shall thus be perfectly justified in taking the two trades in combination. Such
a line of approach hardly involves any risk of distorting our results materially. At
worst we may err on the side of slightly exaggerating the figure of the drain. But
the alternative is to take the risk of deflating the figure to some extent a. risk
which ought to be avoided. ’

Subject to these limitations the figures presented below

may be as
reliable as any statistical series obtainable for so early a Yy be regarded

period.
British Export (£000s omitted)

Period Merchandise Bullion Total Br. Import Balance
170140 18,191 145 2333 318545  _ gogo
1741-50 12,117 12,905 25,022 29969 4762
176170  1.518 10380 11898 14630 - 9739
Total: 31,826 28,430 60,256 66,435 ~ 6179

1t will be seen from the figures that the tota} British merchani _ -
the period amounted of £ 31.826,000 in value while thec b?,r\‘\‘iien export dun.ng
the same period can be estimated at about £ 28 export during

43
the period, therefore, would work out to £ 60 256 (())6300 lh:xtOtal expor‘: for
Pt cess must have

been balanced against funds procured in India and should be regarded
arded as an
ure. But the position hardly alters

economic drain. & is not a very impressive fig

N
.
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materially if we ignore the figure for the period from 1700 to 1757 (the period
preceding Plassey) as being irrelevant to the question of pre-industrial

\ accumulation and concentrate on the 25 years immediately preceding the take-
* off date (assuming that date as coinciding with circa 1780). Even in that case we

can get a deficit of no more than £ 8.638 millions. The following table will
illustrate this:

Total Export (£ 000s omitted)

Period Including Bullion Import Balance
1756-60 5,743 4,890 + 853
1761-70 11.898 14,630 - 2,732
1771-80 9,521 16.280 - 6,759
Total: 27.162 35,800 - 8,638

We can obtain a2 more impressive figure by adding to this deficit of
£ 8,638,000. for the next decade (1781-90) viz., £ 8,552,000, so that the total for
1756-90 would be £ 17,190,000, but that would hardly be warranted for
reasons already explained. Even if we accept this figure, it would yield an annual
average of less than a million, which is nowhere near Digby's spectacular figure
of £ 18 millions. It may be urged that in making these calculations we have failed
to take into consideration the trade that was most certainly conducted during this
period by smuggling.!* The ratio of this trade to normal trade has been
calculated by Ashton as 1:6,!5 and by Hill 1:3. But even if we take the higher
ratio we can at the utmost add about an additional amount of 2.8 or 3 millions to

the deficit for the period 1756-80. That would yield a total of barely £ 11.6
millions.

However impressive the drain may look in the context of its effect on
Indian economy, it would hardly be substantial when compared with the total
volume of the capital which flew into the major industrial sectors during the initial
period of the Revolution. The investment in the cotton industry alone amounted
to about £ 8 million during the 1780's, while the blast furnaces in operation
about the same date represented a capital of £ 11 million, and this, as Habakkuk
and Deane have calculated, constituted only half the total investments in the
iron industry. Investment in the expanding coal industry in this period appears to
have been much’heavier, while the capital sunk in key industries like ship-
building, engineering, woollen textiles, for example, was no less significant. 16 ]t
should also be recognised that what is indicated above relates only to the fixed
capital and that the variable capital in most of these sectors probably equalled or
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even exceeded the form

the wealth which mightet‘ There are thus no strong grounds for supposing that

. have flown into these ind urces
could in any sense hé\le been very Slgniﬁ cant. ustries from Indian so

(‘lndi:n ﬂ;ﬂ:d}:r’tmemc Question is: was any substantial part of Indian wealth
tice turned intos', ;5 hristopher Hill picturesquely calls it} was in actual prac-
Nabob ever metm ustrial capital? There is hardly any known example of 2
noted that “th a"‘l°rph°5m9 himself into a captain of industry. Ashton has
tea-dealers cff Lar le’°“ Industry of South Wales was largely the creation of
of the indu;;y N v(;:: on anq Bristol", thereby vaguely hinting at the possibility

. instancesa Hﬁ bﬁ;an tinanced by Indian money. But one vainly looks for
rule, played 3 mio' :} nd."l‘he tr}xth seems to be that mercantile capital, as 2
18th centarg. A nimal role in the industrial expansion of the latter half of the
eplcuous con'su arge part of it was sunk in landed acres, stately homes and con-
buying landed mption. As for the wealth of the Nabobs, much of it was spent on
‘plunders)” Ty es‘*‘;‘es with stately homes or political immunity for the East India
sellers w;wo muel;xtt ie capital spent on buying lands passed into the hands of the
Stately' buildin ight invest Prodtfctwely, but what was spent on the purchase of
l gs made a less direct contribution to economic development. A
arge part of the wealth became completely sterilized.

Leaving aside the
what proportion of th

question of the drain, it may be worth-while to consider
- trade with the East d

e total British averseas trade was made up by Britain’s

Impact of th
. _ M No more than "‘arginedt.rade on the
As for import, by far the largest
the total British re-export) used to bepomon of it {accoun

i ting for about 19 p ¢. of
passed the manufacturing sector, anr: :::rto ?red. This rade thus °°mpletep‘;b;'
only impinged upon the Home econc, om the employment of shipping,

My in any broader Way through mercantile

mmmm-ﬂmnmmwchmnw ™

profits. Much of these, as we have already seen, was transiated into ‘stately
homes' or other forms of unproductive or wasteful consumptions. Throughout
our period this sector thus remained more or less as an enclave.1? it is doubtful,

' in view of these considerations we would be justified in maintaining that increas-

ed income generated through the expansion of British overseas trade was
automatically passed on, through a sort of multiplier mechanism, to induce ex-
pansion in other related sectors of the economy.

1. Ci. Brooks Adams The Law of Civilisations and Decay {New York, 1910) pp.303-312: Also
Tara Chand, History of Freedom Struggle in India.
In a milder form the economist W.S. Jevons propounded the theory of the eastern origin of
British economic prosperity {“Sun-spot and Commercial Crises”, Nature, April 24, 1879).

2. Lectures on the Industrial Revolution of the Eighteenth Century in England (London, 1884),
pp. 64,204-5

3. T.S. Ashton: Economic History of England: the Eighteenth Century {(London, 1955).

4. E. J. Hobsbawm, Industry and Empire (London, 1969), p. 48.

5. Paul Mantoux, The Industrial Revolution in the Eighteenth Century (revised edition, transiated
by Marjorie Vernon, (New York, 1927), pp. 258 & 313.

6. H. B. Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company trading to China {Cambridge, Mass,
1926) Vol. |, p. 8.

7. Elizabeth B. Schumpeter, English Overseas Trade Satistics; 1697-1808 (Oxiord, 1960).

8. Christopher Hill, Reformation to Industrial Revolution (London 1969), p. 237.

9. Schumpeter, op. cit., read together with “Tabular view of the Rise and Progress of Commerce
and Navigation” in John Macgregor. Oriental Commerce (Parliamentary Papers Commons
1847-48).

10. “Tabular Statement of the Contributions trom the East India Company 10 the Public in England
1768-1812" in Macgregor, op. cit.

11. Macgregor, op. cit.

12. bid. ‘

13. Ibid.

14, W. S. Jevons was one among the first to propound that the British-Indian trade statistics
relating 10 the 18th century were largely unreliable owing to their failure to take account of the
very voluminous trade which was carried on through smuggling (See the article in Nature
already referved to).

15. T.S. Ashton, Introduction to Elizabeth Schumpeter's English Overseas Trade Statistics {1697-
1808), p. 6
Against this one should note the view of E. Lipson, who considered it unlikely that
clandestine trade ever contributed (The Economic History-of England, Vol. i, pp.23-28).
16. H.J. Habakkuk and P. Dane “The take-off in Britain™ in W.W. Rostow. ed. The Economics
of Take-off into Sustained Growth. London, 1963, p. 75.
- Hill, op. cit., p. 245.
M. W. Flinn, Origins of the Industrial Revolution {Third impression, London, 1969), p. 57
See on this point K. E. Berrill “International Trade and the Rate of Economic ('.‘nowth;'
Economic History Review Second Series 12. '
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BRITISH ECONOMIC PENETRATION INTO NORTH
EASTERN HILLS: OVERLAND TRADE AND ALLIED
QUESTIONS, 1800-1850

CHITTABRATA PALIT

_ THE ANGLO-NEPALESE WAR of 1814-16 is conventionally described as
a British move to contain Gurkha aggression on the British Indian border
territory of Basti and Gorakhpur.! A deepet probe has, however, revealed
British designs on Nepal under Gurkha rule since 1768. The East India Com-
pany intended to revive the fabled, Nepal trade and open up China through
Nepal and Tibet. The Kinloch and Logan expeditions had tried to subvert
Prithvinarayan’s Gurkha rule by effectively siding with the Newar Raja
Joyprokash Malla.2

The British attempted systematic penetration into the eastern sector of the
Himalayan trade during the time of Warren Hastings. Hastings in a minute of
19th April, 1779 had outlined his long-term northern policy: ‘Like the naviga-
tion of unknown seas which are exploited not for the attainment of any certain or
prescribed object but for the discovery of what they may contain, in so remote a
search, we can only propose to adventure for possibilities.’* Hastings planned
the missions of Bogle (1774 & 1779), Tumer (1783), Purangir Gossain (1785)
to Tibet and Hamilton (1775) to Bhutan. Markham writes: ‘The opening of the
road through Nepal and obtaining the abolition of the duties and exactions
which have lately been imposed on trade in that country, appears an object of
great importance towards establishing a free communication between Bengal
and Tibet'.4

His policies were kept up by Cormwallis who through the instrumentality of
Jonathan Duncan, Resident at Benares, secured a commercial treaty with Nepal
on 1st March, 1792 which agreed on a reciprocal duty of 21/2% on exports and
imports between India and Nepal and indemnity in case of robbery and theft.
The treaty was silent on trade with Tibet. Nepal had wooed British assistance in
view of Nepal's war with Tibet. But the British would not side with Nepal and be
rather friendly with Tibet. Nepal broke off ties and however Captain Kirkpatrick,
Cornwallis’s special emissary, might try to repair Anglo-Nepalese relations, he
received a rebuff. The Gurkhas were suspicious of British solicitude for Tibet and
refused to commit military assistance. In the words of D.R. Regmi, “it delayed
British infiltration into Nepal for at least another fifty years.’s

Kirkpatrick however,had made a clumsy survey of the trade routes in Nepal
India Past and Present Voi 1. No. 1



B2 India Past and Present

and observed that ‘the woollen staples of Great Britain’ and ‘warm flannels of the
finer sort’ had unlimited prospect in trans-Himalayan commerce through Nepal.

In his memorandum, he urged: ‘If we wish to push our commercial speculation ™

into the western parts of Tibet... we must for this purpose turn our eyes towards
Nepal...." Nepalese hostility is ascribed by him to ‘unremitted jealousy Wﬁ?‘
which the administration had all times discouraged the free ingress of strangers. ®

Kirkpatrick was followed by Abdul Kadir in 1795 who found Nepalese
brokers between Indian merchants and Tibetan counterparts doing brisk
business. The trade pact of 1792 would have undersold them. Hence, the Nepal
Durbar kept it inoperative. He suggested direct trade with China and Tibet
bypassing Nepal. The next explorer was Captain Knox who in the wake of the
Treaty of 1801 went to the Durbar with instructions to obtain information about
the valuable mineral and agricultural products of Nepal, the possibility of in-

troducing European and Indian manufacture there and opening trade with Tibet
and Bhutan.

Walter Hamilton in his Gazetteer noted how European copper was driving
Nepal copper out of market and how the jealousy and ignorance of Nepal ad-

ministration stood in the way of an extensive traffic between Tibet and the British
territories.”

The above sketch of calculated commercial penetration should explain why
the Gurkhas were wary of British intentions. Nepal suffered from anxiety and
not jealousy and ignorance. She was studiedly undermined. As one sober
British surveyor, Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton, was‘to point out candidly, ‘I
am indeed persuaded from having seen a good deal of people in this state of
society that all interference of other Governments by treaty does injury and that
all the merchants will sufffer less and push the trade further, if left entirely to their
on exertions.’®

It was no wonder, therefore, that Bhim Sen Thapa (1806-37) determined
to build ‘an Asian |front, against the growing British colonialism's Add to that the
candid remarks of Brian Hodgson, Assistant Resident at the Durbar on the
commerce of Nepal in 1831-32: ‘It is scarcely necessary for me to rema'rk that a

connection was originally sought by us purely for commercial purposes. which :

purposes the Government, upto the beginning of this cent , directl
strenuously exerted itself by arms and by diplomacy, to Promo::_s'lm ectly and

The background of the Anglo-Nepalese War of 1814-16 can
in better light. The Gurkhas. sought to break the cordon of ct::d?:: ::tpsgztr;
which SUb:;‘ened N:palzse trade and paid the penalty by being defeated at the
hands of the Dritish an surrendering choice areas in the western, central and

British Economic Penetration into North Eastern Hills <]

eastern Himalayas in the Treaty of Sagauli (1816). British success only whetted
her desire to monopolise Himalayan trade across Tibet to China. To that task,
Hodgson was engaged for 20 years of his life. He visualised a commercial em-
pire for the British spreading over from India through Nepal and Tibet to China.
He ‘secretly and carefully applied to some of the oldest and most respectable
merchants of Kathmandu and the other chief towns of the valley for conjectural

estimates of the total annual amount of imports and exports and the number and
capital of the chief commercial towns of the valley.'!!

He located ‘52 native and 34 Indian merchants engaged in foreign com-
merce both with the South and the North’ and found ‘that the trading capital of
the former was ‘not less than 50,18,000 nor that of the latter less than
23,05,000. A third of these merchants were natives of the plains. ‘Many native
merchants of Bgnargs have established flourishing kothees at Kathmandu; the
Cashmirians of Patna have had kothees there for ages past... lakhs of the
natives of Oude, Behar and north-eastern Bengal of all ranks and conditions,

_annually resort to Kathmandu to keep the vemal festival at Pasupatikshetra.

Businessmen of Benares have more than 10 kothees at Kathmandu while
Bengal merchants have abstained.... The native merchants at Calcutta have,
whilst there, a hard struggle to maintain with their European rivals in trade but at
Kathmandu they have no such formidable rivalry to contend with. Because

Europeans not attached to the Residency have no access to the country....but
every native is free to enter Nepal at leisure.’ 12

Hodgson was not content with the Anglo-Nepalese trade which averaged
about 26 lakhs sicca rupees. He sketched a route from Calcutta to Pekin of 2880
miles in about 87/90 stages at the end of which ‘the merchant enters Setchuen,
the commercial province of China onto Yangtze and Hoangho where he may
sell his European and Indian products and purchase tea or silk of other products
of China.” Hodgson was the avant-garde of British colonialism in Asia, ready to
move the most insurmountable mountain in the world. The schemer writes: ‘But
angland and China and not Calcutta and China, it may be argued, must be the
sites of the production and consumption of the truly valuable articles of com-
merce of which the Nepalese and Indians would have little more than the carry-
Ing trade...Let the native merchant of Calcutta and of Nepal...take up this com-

Mmerce and whilst we, though not the immediate mav
! ers,
advantage of t’13 Q shall yet reap thc'e great

" Hodgson's exhoration to Bengalee merchants was mainly to use them as
e errand-boys of colonialism and not to foster them.

Hodgson saw Tibet as a ha
PPy hunting ground for British co )
her musk, her . rhubarb, her borax, her splendid wools, her ming:nln :;C; .anmt:l
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wealth, her universal need for good woollens and her incapacity to provide
herself or to obtain supplies from any of her neighbours, Tibet may well be
believed capable of maintaining a large and valuable exchange of commodities
with G’reat Britain through the medium of our Indian subjects and the people of
Nepal.’ Hodgson showed the way to intra-Asian country trade through the hills
which was the main line of profit for the British in India. He even chalked out the
detz'nls of the route, manners, cost of carriage and the nature and amount of
duties levied by the Nepal Government en route to Lhasa. Reviewing trade
throggh Nepal, Hodgson apprises the Government of the enormous demand for
En'gllsh broadcloth in Tibet, popularity of British imitations of Indian handker-
chief and cashmere shawls among the middle and lower orders in Nepal, use of
English chintzes and finer cotton fabrics among the upper and middle classes.

. He further informs that satins, silks and velvets of China were giving way
before British broadcloths and velvets. Indigo and opium were in great demand
in Tibet. There was demand also for British guns, scisso:s, mirrors, wall shades,
chandeliers, tumblers, wine glasses. The people in Nepal were beginning to use

British crockery and glassware at their tables. The Tibetans already used British
, plates and dishes. 4 :

Of the exports from the hills, major items were gold of the value of Rs.
175,000, musk (Rs. 55,000), copper pice (Rs. 2,50,000), elephants (Rs.
67.000). horses (Rs. 45,000), timber (Rs. 3,00,000). On another important
item, paper, Hodgson writes: ‘the paper of Nepal is an admirable article which

" ought 10 be substituted for flimsy paper of the plains for the records of every of-
fice in Bengal.” He highlights tea to be had from Lhasa ‘in any quantity’, ‘The
Nepalese saul forest is an inexhaustible mine of timber’, writes Hodgson. Copper
coins were supplied in bulk from Nepal to the plains. There were lead, sulphur
and zinc mines in Nepal but no skill to work them profitably. The net produce of
rice of the lowlands of Nepal was exportedito Patna chiefly on Government ac-
count, which paid for luxuries of British India imported by Nepal. Stil} the hills

had adverse balance of trade against British India.1s This was
: . so by o
as a result of British economic penetration .16 SO by over 4 lakhs

* It is interesting to note from the Table illistratin
quantities of indigenous goods were sold by Indian mil?iﬁ?ét;lﬂ@i that huge
chintzes from Tanda, Bareilly, Furrakabad, Dacca Jamdan; M lep . Country
Santipur, Chandrakona, Sahans of Dacca, Santipur. Kora C'lothusfing of Behar,
Jahanabad etc., Dacca turban, Maldah cloth, Murshidabad ? arbhanga,
Kinkhabs, Cashmere shawls, Bengal silk thread, pan of Bihar ;gteh Banaras
horses and buffaloesdwere regular items of trade and accoun?:d forngal, tagee
*gvlfe::::::::ﬂ trade. This had a special significance for the plains r:ore iy

was one of the major outlets through which th o s
sistance economy responded to market forces from mé-Bﬂteis}io -t‘i:x:neesd fll'li;:

)

&

Beitish Economic Penetration into North Eastern Hills - &

economy was sufficiently monetised and the mercantilist policies of the Com-
pany could not prevent the commercial operations of the Indian merchants

K through the hills. De-industrialisation was, therefore, less complete than suppos-

ed and commercialisation of an agrarian economy was not all due to British
thrust to find investments for Europe. It had grown spontaneously and created
elbow-room for the Indian merchants to grow and run a parallel economy with
the British.

British economic penetration to Nepal, however, meant adverse balance of
trade for her, underselling of her merchants and decline of local industries like
copper, iron and other indigenous wares. Worst of all, surveilance and sub-
version of the Durbar by the British Resident at Kathmandu, attempts to use
Nepal as a transit station for trade with China and Tibet to the exclusion of
Nepal, repeated trade missions pressurising her to accept commercial treaties
under veiled threat compromised Nepal's independence.

The way Hodgson tried to thrust the treaty of 1835 on Nepal proved
irksome to Bhim Sen Thapa. He was overzealous and peremptory in his de-
mand for a bilateral treaty. But the Durbar was unwilling to co-operate. To the
British, it was Nepalese obstinacy and ignorance. But it was Nepal's business
which the British could not dictate. "’ )

Nepal remained under the British umbrella throughout the period under
review. The rise of Rana polity in Nepal and prompt British recognition of Jang
Bahadur (1846-77) as the prime minister turned the scale in favour of the
British. Jang Bahadur helped the British during the Sikh War (1848-49) and the
Revolt of 1857. One of his reasons as he stated in his Despatch to the Govern-
ment of India was in his own words ‘that | know the power of the British Govern-
ment and that put against it, although I might have temporary success for a time,
my country would afterwards be ruined and the Gurka dynasty annihilated.’!*®

We have taken a good look at Hodgson to understand the nature of British
economic penetration into Nepal. But his reports remain inexhaustible for other
allied questions. Hodgson in another paper on colonisation of the Himalayas
urged the Government to take up colonisation of the Hills for a number of
shrewd reasons. He writes: ‘1 trust... that the general subject of the high
capabilities of the climate and soil of the Himalayas and their eminent fitness for
European colonisation having once been taken up will never be dropped till col-
onisation is a fait accompli and that the accomplishment of this greatest, surest
and soundest and simplest of all political measures for the stabilisation of the
British power in India may adorn the annals of Lord Canning’s administration.’
His main idea was to use the Hills as the European hibatat nearing home
weather and as the headquarters for ‘drawing forth the natural resources of the
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sons travelling under the care of British Government were conceded for private
adventures.2! He continues: ‘the present disturbed state of the Chinese Govemn-
of breaking through the obstacles it has hitherto
thrown in the way of travellers and of merchants bringing their goods from Tibet
into the British dominions... Free access into Tibet through the Sikkim territories
would seem to be the best mode of effecting this. The road is well known from
Darjeeling to Lhasa.. the distance is estimated at a month’s journey and the two
large towns. Phari with a ‘population of 4000 and Geanchii Shubur with a
population of 20,000 lie on the road. The value of imports into the British domi-
nions by this route is now estimated at Rs.50,000 annually and no doubt it might
be greatly increased were greater facilities offered to the merchant.'2

The intransigence of the Nepal Government stood in the way of converting
Nepal into an European mart and centre of transit route to Tibet and China. Dar-
jeeling to Lhasa through Sikkim provided an aiternative route. So, Sikkim was
systematically subverted on one pretext or the other especially when China was
in distress around the fifties of the 19th century.

So strong was the commercial greed that the British did not give up the
lower and the upper Morung even after their acquisition of the trade route to
Lhasa. Cotton, rice, hemp, jute etc. were commercially produced in these areas
for trans-Himalayan and plains trade. Cotton from American seed was especial-
ly promoted. It was expected to raise the production from 3000 maunds to
60,000 maunds.?? Darjeeling acquired a new importance in-the|changed! cir-
cumstances. Hodgson was vindicated. It was rapidly organised as a commercial
headquarter for Himalayan trade and European health resort. The route to
Lhasa was mapped out by Campbell.2¢

Tea cultivation was avidly taken up. Campbell saw to its culture in the
Superintendent’s nurseries. Upwards of 2000 plants were growing from 7000 to
2000 ft. altitude of different ages from 12 years to seedlings of a few months. He
sought the expertise of Mr Fortune on deputation to China by the Court of
Directors during his return journey to Calcutta for better culture of the plant in
the hills. The hill-station was steadily built up from the 1860s under the energetic
J. W. Edgar, Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling, and C. E. R. Girdlestone. Resi-
dent of Nepal. New serpentine roads encircling terraced residential areas came
with amazing rapidity through local funding. The queen of the hill stations was
thus a byproduct of colonial exigency. The Darjeeling—Lhasa route through
Sikkim in lieu of Nepal route which lay in abeyance because of ‘rigid facts of
geography and variable facts of politics’ made Darjeeling a reality from the brain-
child she was of Brian Hodgson.? The Anglo-Sikkimese treaty on 28th March
1861 was the pinnacle of British success in ecnonmic penetration into the nortl;
eastern hills. Article VIII abolished all restrictions on travellers and monopolies in
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rade between the B _ o A RECONSIDERATION OF ALUNGANAM
m?ﬂw,m of commerce were a::.d I,""m"‘Awf:‘hwocﬂW"““'ac the ¥ N Y. SUBBARAYALU
s The term 3juhgapam has two segments, viz., the relative participle ‘Blun’
NOTES : Meaning ‘that rules’ and gapam (obviously equivalent to the Sanskrit term
L P. Spes. & Hutory o I : ol e o o e e oemm) o Toh pomplors.
P. s bl , Vol.. I {London, Pex ; o0 : y written as djungapatr * of the Bluhgapam’) in Tam ptions.
2 K g maﬁw&am,,',"‘“ (3rd edition, London 19?;?';' ;3703) p. 565 5 This village body met with in the inscriptions of early medieval Tamilnadu was
3 :odem Nepal (Calcutta, 1961 ;‘m (Calcutta, 1950), pp. 13-33; aiso. D. R Regreh: ;“‘!died by K. A. Nilakanta Sastri! and C. Minakshi2 in their respective works on
N l;. Sinha. Economic History of émaol (Calcuta, 1 : e Ch_blas and Pallavas. Nilakanta Sastri considered this as an executive body
¢ 205Mazkh..n + Narrotives of the Mission of %9;2’9:9” 4:::).“ Loodon, 1676 of the Gr, the corporate body of general (peasant) villages, and in some instances
5. Regmi, op. ex., p. 160 : ' , as a simple executive of the sabhd, the corporate body of the brahmad@ya or
6. Kikpatrick quoted in WS‘“ A Brahman villages. Minakshi after posing the question ‘what was the actual
, g 23-24. » Anglo-Nepal Trade in the 19th Century (Calcutta. 1970, degree of relationship between the sabhd and aluhgapam’, answers very con-
8. smnm E";s‘" Gosetteer (London, 1815). . 60 fidently that “the latter (i.e., the @luhgapam) was the executive body and carried
9. G.C. Sunygm cal Gi P 807. out functions of varied nature ranging from control and regulation of land-
op. cit, p. 6. TPees of Modern Nepal (Kathmandu n.d). pp. 25 38. aiso. S . holdings, management of temples, charities, collection and remission of taxes,
10. Brian Hodgson, Papers relative 1o the Colon P 4 * serving as investment banks for receiving deposits of money and looking after
:CdﬂscdumNom H:‘ma.m Mountping ang ::::l" ssommcm, Physical Geography. sacn:; the cultivation of lands”. A perusal of the very same inscriptions that these
- 183132, p. 11, lcutta, 1857), No. I, Papers m' °"'u£"°"' the Records of the G;:‘ authors handled does not help us in any way to concede the correctness of the
i; m :- g ' to the Commerce of ’ above sweeping statements.
1 ;‘: oy {f&’,' , There are available among the published inscriptions about forty-six inscrip-
15. Ibhid.. pp. 31.39, tions relating to the Gluhganam (excluding a few fragmentary ones) from twenty-
16. Did.. pp. 14 & 47, nine villages (See appended Table).3 'Spatially the inscriptions are found in the
17. Sen, op. cit., p. 33. six districts of Chittoor, Chingleput, North Arcot, South Arcot, Thanjavur and
:g- mn&hw No. Lon 'ﬂruc:lirapalll. The two northern districts of Chingleput and North Arcot (the
20. Welby Jackson, Report on”;):;’:"mn of the Himalayq b, £ ceri\tr. Pallava territory) have more than half of these inscriptions. So far no in-
Bengal Gout. (Calcutta. 1854), p. ;” + being No.xvy of s.le:uo::o Peans in supra 10. scription has been noticed from south Tamilnadu, i.e., the Pandya country.
21. Ibid., Appendix 1. : from the Records of the Temporarilly the bulk of them are found in the ninth and tenth centuries, one in
g. ll:::., p. 2. the 8th century, some in the 11th century and very few thereafter. The earliest
% b vet known inscription referring to dJufigapam comes from Gudimallam, Chittoor
25. tbid., Appendix Il District and is dated in A.D. 754.°
26. Sen, op. cit., p. 120 - .

It is rather puzzling to see that Nilakanta Sastri concluded that 8luhganam is
the executive body of the peasant corporate assembly @ir. Because in all the
known instancés alunganam is found associated only with the Brahman villages

,  and in two-thirds of the instances the Brahman assembly sabh@ is found along
with this in one related context or another. There is not a single occurrence of
dluhgapam in general peasant villages. p

Another striking fact is that Gluriganam is not even once found functiorh
India Past and Present Vol. I. No. 1 ;
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hos- 22,127, 281, 318, 319, 369, 373, 418. 1 (Epigraphi ) v 298; Vo, XX
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7. SIL, Vol. VI, No. 415,
8. SI, XIl, No. 34.
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: e Sabhd see K. V. Subrahmanya
Alyer, Historical Sketch Ancient Dekh . Y
Yoar orical Sk es of Ancient Dekhan, Voi. |y {Colmbatore: K. §, Vaidyanathan,
TABLE
(a) Distribution of Inscriptions of Rl""lsanam
District Period*
1
u m v Total
Chingleput 10 q
North Arcot 9 2 T 2 16
Chittoor 2 — ! - 12
South Arcot 1 2 ! - 3
Thanjavur 7 - - e 3
Tiruchirapalli 5 - - - 7
- _ 5
Total W
—M
(b) Distribution of Places with, Rluﬁgan,m
Chingleput 4 3
North Arcot 4 2 N 2 9
Chittoor LT 1 _ ! - .7
South Arcot 1 2 ! - 2
Thanjavur 6 - N - 3
Tiruchirapall 2 - _—_— - 6
= 2
Total 18 7

2 2
2
* Period I—A.D. 850-985 [|—986-1080 I[]_.

“* This includes one inscription dated in 754.
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A REVOLUTIONARY SECRET SOCIETY:
IDEOLOGY %USHILAN SAMITI, 1902-1918

PRADYOT KUMAR GHOSH

E ANUSHILAN SAMITI, sometimes described as the Dacca Anushilan
Sami-gl was a model revolutionary secret society having an excellent organiza-
tional network in Bengal and some other parts of eastern and northern India
before the end of the World War 1. The Samiti-had its origin at the beginning :f
the twentieth century and it grew up secretly with surprising rapidity. Tir::f :ln :
again it was referred to in the records of the Government as the most pow: ﬂ::
all secret societies in India. During 1907-1918 its members cqmmitted, on be;
average, one murder and one dacoity a month. On five occasions its mem‘rh
had open and violent clash with the police leading to several deaths.] :
Government, however, seemed powerless to cope with this spell of discipline
and determined violence.

nomenon of revolutionary violence shocked everyone concerned.
it cat}:l: S::G(:)vemment napping. Nobody could expect violence todcoun;ze“:ut
of an apparently complacent Babu culture. It was sudden, curious a‘n pw“h sn
Yet the Samiti was not a band of a'iminal]s. It l;e:resented a sub-culture

mewhat questionable, of its own.

ld?}lng?x,a::teh:;g:sﬁan Samit? as it is commonly held was derived from the
novelist Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya’s work Anushilan. The book is a;
masterpiece outlining the gigantic dream of a visio.nary. It called for thnl't:vaﬂ?'r:' :n
the physical and moral qualities of man to perfection. The concept of Anus on
stood for a structure of values that impelled one to seek happiness in harmon
ing bodily vigour, devotion and knowledge.! It made a man d'uty bound to serve
his own self, his relatives, his country and the world.2 Patriotism, .however, was
the loftiest ideal that a believer in Anushilan would strive. to realise.3 It was in-
cumbent upon him to effect a synthesis between the scnentiﬁ_c tho.ughtau
West and the passionless devotion to duty as prescribed by Shri Krishn
Bhagavat Gita. :

The stress on the need for self-control and development of physical pr:
wess in Bankim Chandra’s theory of Anushilan was completely in tune U{ith the
moral and ideol.ogical formulations that characterised the Anushilan Samiti. The
Samiti, it seemed, also subscribed to his cosmic philosophy in its commitment to
bring about a healthy, prosperous, intelligent and kind race of men and women.
lts ultimate aim was to develop a society which would realise freedom to the !
highest degree.s : -

India Past and Present Vol. 1. No. 1
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In the precise context of early twentieth century India, the Anushilan Sami

stood for militant nationalism with a definite Hindu orientation. The Samiti was 3
Secret society that proposed to use

It was an upshot of emotion th
tt uum.
The Indian National at tended, although imperfectly, to fill a vac

i ) al Congress of the time, which was about to have an
m‘z‘cﬂ split, did not appeal to a section of the angry youth. The moderates
only to :sk‘:}r:mé;gh%h observed, were holding annual sessions of the Congress
terest of th € overnment to introduce certain reforms that would serve the in-

of the elite to which they belonged.s The extremists failed even to define

theterm S
denote self'f’;?:zrt: e catchword of their political mood. Most of them meant It to

ment within the British Empire.? ult, as an
i pire.? It was found difficult,
bl:tp‘::eannt kta\ader of the revolutionary nationalist movement stated, to reconcile
ideological gt the extremists said and what they believed.s Necessarly an
that neither tl-.eemommll void was left. The Anushilan Samiti was led to believe

arguments of the moderates nor the threats of agitation of the
extremists would do the miracle of destroying the British re. *

thatc-:f11 ;;dmeg:iogicta] stance of the Anushilan Samiti was in clear contrast with
of Bengal o, erates and the extremists during the agitation against the partition
gal which took place in the later half of

; i f the
Indian National Congress resorted to a 1905. While both the wings ©!

gitational artition,
one of the Anushilan Samit's circulars pointed ou?-‘eans to undo the

This Samiti has no open relati

Swadesh o

i; that is (the boycott nship with any kind of popular and outward
To be m

of) belati articl, ar etc.
ixed up in quarrels or articles, of cloths, salt, sug

disputes or implicated in the litigation about
such affairs is entirely against the principles of the Samiti. e

This Samiti, however, asked
as'possible but with King a

violence for the overthrow of the British rule. W
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youthful rebels.

f

Another important component of the Anushilan ideology was its Hindu

- 'essence. A person who was not a Hindu was debarred from becoming a

member of the Samiti.12 An initiate into the Samiti had to un:’iergo l;lri‘nt::
religious rituals at the time of his admission. Priva Nath Acharya, ; tn;ss !
Barisal (Supplementary) Conspiracy Case in 1914-15, stated in his evidence:

Before the Durga Puja vacation on the Mahalaya dag, ’Bamesh, }{nys:I:
and several others of the Dacca Samiti were fomaally ;nzltxa;ed atw ::20 2
i i 10 or 12 of us.

Siddheswati Kalibari by Pulin Das. There were took
i fore. There was no priest present an

Adya, Antya and the special vows be et e

_before the goddess Kali. Pulin Das per

the ceremony took place at 8 A.M.be : per
i d other puja. The vows, whi

formed the Jaina before the goddess an puia. 7 ws, which

i ead out by each of us and we signitied ourr
::r;z:::e&'e\::;;.rﬁe special vow was taken by each of us speciat;l\y
before the goddess with a sword and Gita on the head and kneeling on the

left knee.13

The initiation; through an elaborate religious ritual as described above, was

deemed expedient to add to the emotional intensity of an entrar;f i‘mo the ;:r:;
most fold of the Samiti. This pure emotional purpose m?de are ?oushov crtone
indispensable. One point, however, was remarkaPle with regar lt?j .t : Hindh
orientation of the Samiti. It showed a deep admiration for Ancielf\t ge ‘:a 'u[); ad
not abide by the strict concept of the Hindu caste system. Pulin ari ,
Kayastha, was allowed to perform sacrifice and worship.

The exclusion of the Muslims from the Samiti, however, was aconsciously

thought out principle. Its members found the Muslims antagonistic to their aims.

It made no exception in the case of those Muslims like Maulvi Liaquat Hussain

who had absolute and unquestionable faith in a broad and non-communal

nationalism. The grounds for exclusion of the latter group of M\lxslims, assat::ie
Samiti held, were prudential. The Muslim communty in general, it was ,

would not forgive those of their co-religionists who woxfld line up wnthalteh“et
A Anushilan Samiti. The Samiti was also bitter about an attitude then preva‘ "
among the nationalist leaders which pretended to treat the Mus!ims as equ sm

the Hindus. It was considered impolitic and dangerous. Despite all these, the

members of the Samiti were forbidden ‘to show hostite feelings against, or to

deal unjustly with the Musalmans as a nation.’14

The circular of the Anushilan Samiti that outlined its attitu(.ie to the Mu.slim
was characterised by a deep and unconcealed anti-Muslim bxf:s. It was bmer»v
against all attempts at establishing communal harmony. The attitude, howevetd

1
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is understandable

Anushilan Samiti \ though not commendable. in the context of time when the

of Eastern Bengalwas politicized. In March 1907 several places in the province .

and Assam were rocked by outbursts of R
communal distur
bances. Thisled, as it was alleged, the Anushilan Samiti to take up lathi-play and

the Government refrained fr
edan fury’.1” The Anushil g the Hindus against ‘an outburst of

ing this critical hour. Th an Samiti stepped in to protect the Hindus dur-

Is participation left a d i

ing : eep imprint on the ideological for-

v m::i:’r;s hofd t‘he ngiti. The ‘terrorist conspiracies’, to quote thoeg.l Bande
» Nad ‘roots in the troubles at Comilla and Jamalpore.’18

The Anushilan Samiti had a strictl

limited ionali -
tions in regard to icipation In y view of nationalism. Its reserva

agitations and inter-communal relations

member turned critic, described its creed as §

concrete and dependable foundation.z1 He
pioneer and later a vehement op,
entire movement an element of

mnciature. unsound and devoid of
m Chandra Quannongo, another

Ponent of revolution
: nati
emotional instabillty.::y el sawin he

H' L- Salkeld, a Spec‘al

A Magistrat
Anushilan Samiti the beginnlng of a dan;e:emm;egsc:be?og' found in the
— _ : it as a trained and
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disciplined band of conspirators preparing themselves for guerilla warfare and
Jor attracting the native army and hill tribes to eradicate foreign rule. He also

« pointed out that Abinash ‘Chandra Chakravarty, the Munsiff of Narayangunj,
- had already drawn up a constitution of the Republic of India.z
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BOOK REVIEWS

; HISTORIC INDIAN ROCK PAINTINGS. By Erwin Neumlvclt",
* Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1983; Text 46 pp., llustrated with
black and white photographs and 210 drawings in colour, Rs. 280.

Cave paintings of primitive man were first discovered in Europe in 187D9°at
Altamira in Spain and in the last decade of the nineteenth century in thell r-
dogne. The discovery of primitive rock paintings in India by Archibald Car| esi/l‘e
of the Archaeological Survey of India was actually over a decade eatlier than the
sensational discovery of Altamira. But the dating of the paintings he discovered
in the cave shelters of the Vindhyas in 1867 became a problem that cannot be
said to have been fully solved in the subsequent years thqugh they continued to
vield further discoveries including that of the vast galleries of Bhimbetka near
Bhopal as recently as in 1957.

Neumayer attributes to the 'Eurocenmsﬁ of the epoch the tendency to deny

~ antiquity to these finds and to ascribe late datings to them. It is undeniable that

this bias was there and continues to prevail in many fields of humanistic res::arch
even today. But over-reaction to such prejudices can lead to a bias t a:’ is
radically opposite in orientation but scarcely more acceptable. That was w! y;
overwhelmed by far superior scholarship but confused by the lack of agreemen
among the scholars, I ventured to suggest in the first volume of fny History of
Indian Painting (Abhinav, 1976) that it would be better to be caut\on's ab:ut at:
tributing great antiquity indiscriminately to all these finds and that iso ateh com
munities could reflect cultural mind-sets of the past in juxtaposition with com-
munities which had evolved very much ahead. Neumayer also finally comes to
the position that over-reacting to the extent of claiming all !ndian rock paintt)i:gs
to be prehistoric does not help and that many of these paintings could have :‘n
done by isolated communities in relatively late historical periods. Thu?l:h the
broad categories he operates with are the Mesolithic and the Chalcolithic. There ‘
is not much precision or unanimity about the chronology of these epochs among
researchers. But broadly, the Mesolithic or middle stone age would be from
7000 B.C. to 3500 B.C., after which the Neolithic or new stone age begins, the
Chalcolithic being its early phase. The Mesolithic paintings reflect a hunting and

food-gathering way of life; the Chalcolithic paintings portray the life-style of
pastoralists and agriculturists.

i this chronology. with a wide play and not too deep a recession, may not ;
satisfy some scholars, it will not bother the layman, and in general this book can_
be hailed as probably the best published so far from the point of view of the
educated layman who has sensibility if not scholarship and would be grateful.
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anyone who can tell him about the fascinating past while keeping in mind his
limitations. Much of the materiahlies buried in scholarly journals which intimidate
the layman. Books like those by Afit Mookerjee (1959) and Wakankar and ¥
Brooks (1976) are illustrated well and the latter especially is a solid contribution
to the literature on the subject. But the bad state of preservation of many of the
paintings, and the overlay of work of many periods, tend to make photogr aphs
not too helpful for the layman, a point which Neumayer effectively brings out by
including over a dozen photographs. His preferred method has been to make
copies of the paintings, avoiding the elements of later periods that intrude into
the original composition and above all 'using the freedom this method allows to

assemble drawings on the same subject for comparative study of stylistic treat-
ment. And this reveals a great variety.

Thus, it is as an aid for the aesthetic evaluation of the paintings of the
prehistoric days that this book makes its most substantial contribution. But before
we come to that, certain areas of ambiguity have to be noted. There are many
speculano'ns on the part of the author; if certainly suggestive, they are not always
fully convincing. Thus, speculating on the possible reason for the extremely rare
de[?icﬁon of single hunters, Neumayer argues that the “emotional upheaval of
inflicting wounds and death” created the feeling that hunting was a “trespass”
and therefore it was depicted as “communally shared” in the scenes of group -
hunting. The problem of the origin of. intrapsychic conflicts in early man is still
unresolved. Freud’s explanation—the younger generation killng the patriarch
because he monopolised all the females of the group and getting guilt feelings as
a consequence—has been rejected even by the canonical tradition of
psychoanalytic thought. But at least it sought the origin of such feelings in in-
traspecies :;nﬂlct The chances of guilt feelings arising in Inter-species confliet.
&tpeciallthe y when it is basic to survival in the early milieu and when it is seen to be

pattern governing also the relations between species of animals (herbivores

and camivores) and not onl
; y the relations betwe
huntegl,. seem extremely remote. en man and the species he

Neumayer seems to be in two minds about the view that
. . primitive art
:m:?; s':;g‘ic' in the belief that the representation of an animal, whether it
quent huntin :nance or menace to man, ensured victory over it in the subse-
peaceful enwgon:‘?t:r;:er, He claims that the untouched jungle is the most
One has to remo st: t e knows and that the modern city holds greater menace.
a comparative :l ate that prehistoric man was not in position to make such
ative evaluation. Further, in another context, while commenting on the

a .
Nb::nmc:y: m@nm :::Od'gllheﬂng and the abundance of hunting scenes,
magic—the rrus) m?;f at the more arduous and risky tasks required more
needed any. The origin o}:‘ctoﬂal representation—while everyday tasks hardly

art as magic ritual is now too well-substantiated to be

® human—disclose an incredible stylistic variety
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cavalierly dismissed. A more profitable line would be to note the subsequent
emancipation of the aesthetic as an autonomous impulse from the magical-

‘}f utilitarian. | tried to illustrate this in the first volume of the History of Indian Pain-

“ ting by pointing out the emergence of the concern with rhythm, symmetry and
asymmetry, stylisation and compositional variety. But that was in connection with
Indus valley pottery' ‘decoration and with very limited visual material.
Neumayer's fine and abundant drawings are virtually a celebration of this
autonomy of art.

The beginnings of this autonomy are seen best in the category usually refer-
red to as X-ray paintings because they depict the internal organs of the game
animals. It is true that the digestive canal is represented fairly accurately in some
of the drawings. But very soon, as Neumayer points out, it becomes difficult to
distinguish such depiction from decorative markings and as the pictorial sensibili-
ty matures, no ambiguity lingers abdut the purely aesthetic and decorative inten-
tion behind these markings. They show an astonishing variety in the design
unit—square, lozenge, rectangle, hexagon, arrow and wave patterns—and can

. become fully floral and extend even to inanimate objects which have no internal
7 organs. Occasionally two colours and very rarely three colours are used to bring

out the patterns more vividly.

Objective reality, the given raw actuality, is suavely transformed by
decorative arrangement in the depiction of a bundle of arrows in a fine half-circle
of radiating lines, of the loin cloth as a four-petalled floral shape around the
walist. It is more radically, expressionistically, transformed in the exaggeration of
anatomical elements, for instance, in the lengthening of the arm in the direction
of its prehensile reach and its desire. The rather indeterminate virtual space of
the picture is occasionally given precision and order through a clear base line.
Rhythm elegantly transforms the anatomical contour and in the depiction of

‘dances 1t Is serially and musically repeated, being terminated with a visual
justness in the last figure whose stance closes the flow by a mirror (left-right)
reversal of the unit pattern. S L S T

¢ 0

The very helpful comparative juxtaposition os — aNH

aed simplMption be-
ing most radical and most effective in Chalg ery designs,
derived from rock painting and were agaig

¥ ed in large scal% ’

startling revelation is the variety of perspedgves eye-level, subtendifg vatious
angles, bird’s eye-view, foreshorténed—in}
the Chalcolithic period. And when one re

Cycladic sculpture and also recalls the metal rag scu
temporary artist like Dhan Raj Bhagat, one can“agct
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some of the dmdﬁg figures in Bhimbetka as Natarajas and the tacit endorse-
Hinduism in Thai Life 120.00 ment of this by Neumnayer who has reproduced them.
Santosh Desai . :
: . . . Krishna Chaitanya
Social Background of Indian Nationalism 35.00
A.R. Desai
Social Life in Maharashtra Under the Peshwas  80.00
S.V. Desai
i i i A PERSPECTIVE. By H.D. Sankalia,
Portuguese Pioneers in India: 150.00 THE RAMAYANA IN HISTORICAL | R 0. ,
i iet Delhi: Macmillan India Ltd., 1982; 205 pp., Rs. 80.
Spotlight on Medicine ' ' .
P-D. Gaitonde The Ramayana is recogniséd as the primeval epic (adikayya), notwithstan-
Surat in the Seventeenth Centur 100.00 ding its many-faceted appeal as purana, itihdsa, book of worship, and SOf osna-l
B.G. Gokhal Y ' Rooted in history (for a part of the story, viz. Rama's bamshme.nt and his refus
é ‘ - to return) and with place names that link the characters with cities Ian territories
ritish Paramountcy: ‘British Baroda Relations 96.00 that are real, the epic is a unique blend of fact, fiction and fancy, told in a manner
1818-1841 . in which realism and imagination are inseparable. For instance, Hanuman’s mis.r
Mani Kamerkar ~ sion to Lanka in search of Sita may bedah‘fact'hnec?sarydfar ithei t;le, tt):st :[:s
i journey through sea and air is fiction; and how he achieved it, including -
An Introduction to the Study of Indian History 72.00 counters en route, is fancy. All this, however, is mingled—amalgamated, one
D.D. Kosambi should say—so as to evoke interest at the basic level and wond)er, at the deeper
- i der, in modern times).
Myth and Reality 80.00 non-cognitive level of the listener (or reader,
;ﬁ - Kosambi . Ever since Western scholarship turned its eye or(\ the heﬁ;agti of‘g\di?,tit l::s
ilosophical Trends i become the practice to apply the critical apparatus (as seen by the West) to the
M.R. Ledelzle s in Modern Maharashtra 76.00 Ramayana (and other works as well) to offer insights relating to the date of the
. epic, its historical date, its reflection of social life, customs and manners, techni-
Tbe HlStory of Viiaynagar Empire Vol | 80.00 ques of warfare etc. Latest in this line is H. D. Sankalia’s study of_the Baméyaga
M.H. Rama Sharma Vol lI 120' 00 in historical perspective. Indology, archaeology and research in its widest sense
The N Al ’ are fields in which the veteran scholar has applied himself for many years now,
the Thﬁ%’ “;gr;gdAfifl!ovement: The Origin of 96.00 with a zeal and daring that could put younger minds to shame.
r lance A
P. Willetts This book. sa 1 “deals exhaustively and critical-
’ » says the blurb on the dust cover, “deals exhaustively and ¢
ly with the Ramayapa.” In contrast to the treatment hitherto accorded, “the
’ N "‘ < author subjects the epic to hypercriticism and treats it as a historical document.”
Yo\

In Sankalia’s own words, “Can we, by a very critical, historical and ar-
chaeological analysis stratify the cantents, incidents and accounts of persons and
POPULAR PRAKASHAN places, and say something about the antiquity of the story as a whole?” (p.21))

In this task, the author is not quite at ease, as one notices in more than one
PRIVATE LIMITED

passage. The defensive argument runs as follows. “Though one realised that the

'35C . Ramayana is a poetical composition, still this poem must have had a locale, and
pt. Maé;ian Mohan Malavxya Marg ; the time or times during which it was composed may be discerned, as has been
ombay 400 034
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responding tribute and is dedicafed to the celebration of the Mahamastak-

abhisheka of Gommatéévara Bahubali at Sravanabelgola in Karnataka, which
was held in February, 1981. This event coincided with the 1000th year of the.

consecration of that spectacular monolith of 57 feet height by Chamundaraya,
the General of the Ganga king Matasifiha in A.D. 982. This single volume
visual conspectus of Jaina art achievements by the late lamented Mr. C.
Sivaramamurthy is verily the swansong of that learned writer and art historian.

Jaina art is indeed, only in the manner of saying, for, Jainism has virtually
seeped into the entire matrix of Indian art and culture and is inextricably mixed
up with it in shades, hues and tints. In point of fact, it is nothing but the art under
the noble inspiration of Jainism evolved under the patronage of kings and pon-
tiffs by a distinguished line of craftsmen. Art in Jainism gave priority to the
supremacy of the soul and its immaculate character. Perfection was the watch
word and living faith of its metaphysics no less than its Tirthankaras. No
wonder the entire phenomenal world became its province. It is the immortal
glory of Jainism that no part or feature of this world was outside its ambit. It
could thus define the role and unravel the intricacies with the aesthetic univer-
salism of approach that was matched only by the prodigious mastery of craft
that flowered under the inspiration of the noble credo of Mahavita. Thus temple
building, stone carving, mural paintings, bronze images and ritual ancillaries
became the content of the Jaina cultural panorama, filling our hills and dales:
villages and towns with a whole complex of art creations which has ever been
the envy and wonder of the entire Indian art world and craft fraterity. Unlike
Buddhism which, for long from its beginning in art in the 3rd Century B.C. unt!
the efflorescence in the 8th Century A.D. of its Mahayana and Vajrayana poten-
tialities, struck its own individualistic idiom, design and perspectives, Jainism
showed a pleasant commonalty of approach in visual aesthetics with the
Brahmanical Hindu art and architecture and was its provocative foil. Rama and
Krishna jostling as much with Jaina forbears as with yakshas, yakshis,
§asanadevis and nidhis realised a perfect integration of the national spiritua!
ethos through art,which appealed to the lowliest as well as the elite what with the

presentation of the masterminds of the macrocosm in the form of the Tir-
thankaras.

Above all, the stark, drastic and draconic physical frame of the Digarnbara
Tirthankara image is a,masterly statement of reality and the fundamentalism i
faith. The Kevalin corregponds no doubt to the Samyaksambuddhi of Gautama,
the Buddha, but the Srutakévalin, well-vetsed in Duvada$nga, ever tried tc
achieve the perfection that was the heirloom of Mahavira and the 23 Tir
thankaras that preceded him starting with Rshabhadeva or Adinatha. This em
phasis on the omniscient knowledge of the reality of human existenc:.e and the
trggiiadous potential of the individual to play his unerring part is an outstanding
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a2kt of Jaina metaphysics and an enduring glory of iis ranslation into art plane.

The aim of the publication is to survey and assess the 21t manifestations

‘under Jaina motivations in South India. Sivaramamurthy advisedly sbsteing

from any firm segional categorization of the inflexions of that art, and s content
1o pick up the innumerable felicitous creations of the daina craftsmen from about
the pre-Christian centuries to the end of the Naik period. He considers the latter
period as marking the decline of the creative art in India. in that process, he is
perhaps constrained to meander through this stream of Jaina art, now and again
wakting down its affluents and tributaries. This explains why the narration seem.
ingiy does not have any firm directional thrust, but tends to become & weave
through the many-splendoured tapestry.

In the narrative part, this approach is still capable of holding the attention of
the reader to the expansive nature of the aesthetics and metaphysical sym-
bolism, though i# has the tendency 1o digressive traverses across the terain of
that art. But in the visual picturisation of the narrative in the Wustrations, this
tendency creates the anomaly of the reader having to go forwards and
backwards in time and space, and mingle classic idioms with conventionalised
and discrete delineations. His division of the Jaina art summation irto architec-
ture, sculpture and painting in three sections accentuates this problem even
more, and despite the ravishingly beautiful plates on the landmarks, profes-
sionally perfect, it Jeaves the reader in a maze of anachronistic juxtapositions of
art moverents. And given the remarkable multiplicity of the zonal, regional and
subsidiary efforts of the artisans who were responsible for the fulfiment of the
Jaina art movement, it makes the pictorial sequence a congeries of parts, swit-
ching on repeatedly from early to late rhanifestations. Perhaps, this could not
have been obviated as long as the pictorial narrative followed literally, as it did,
the references in the scriptural namative. However, if the micro-lustrations
shown on the margins alone had punctuated the scriptural nawative, and the
sumpiuous portiolios In & truly chronocultural arder for whole regions in South
India had been furnished in the larger pictures, the self-same fare could perha:
have been more harmonious and satisfying than it has actually tumed out to b?.
Perhaps with the tailing health of the author, close attention to the layout
became progressively unavatling. Edtin

. g being an ardous task in art publica-
tions, ane may as well overlook this and be frul

‘ y grateful for the prodigioush
celourful and varied fare the volume offers, upholding its air in presenting th
panotama. For the same reason, one also misses a keynote disquisition an t
matrix of art under Jainism, which no one was mare competent to present th
the learned author himself. In sum, the natural character of the Jaina ant '
been surpassin

fy and spectaculart j :
the distin gu 3y spe V portrayed in the script and the visuals,

shing characteristics of the South Indian contributh Y
on o the
mainstream turking semewhere are not eftectively disclosed. :
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It is indeed a challenging job to present the total achievements of Jaina art

_in South India as indeed in its parental northem plains within the compass of a

single volume. All the same, one small but striking cameo of that art, which vir-

" “tually initiated the creative spectrum, has been overlooked. We are referring to

the small grey terracotta bust, archaeologically relatable to the 4th century B.C.
discovered in the excavations at Ayodhya—the birth place indeed of more than
one Tirthankara—which reveals the earliest manifestation of Jaina art in the
form of a possible Kevalin with shaven head, distended ears, dangling hands
and a beatific smile. The work belongs to the masses, and thus is an epitome of
the hold of Mahavra’s religion in art form among the poor and the lowly.

The volume is well produced. It not only measures up to the high quality of
the Times of India publications, but sets a new standard in art production in the
country. The photographers have spared no pains to produce exquisite purple
patches. The art lovers and historians who were pining for seeing the Jaina art
gallery in colour and print are treated to a sumptuous banquet. The volume is a
fragrant bouquet of the choicest blossoms of Jaina art in South India to the
author and a worshipful homage to the memory of Bahubali, the saint. The

book is, by all standards, a treasure-house of creative Jaina art of three millennia
and a testimony to its immortality.

K. V. Soundara Rajan

THE FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA, 1860-1977. By Ray-

mond W. Goldsmith, Delhi: Oxford University press, 1983; xv +
240 pp., Rs. 125.

When Mathew Amold called history a huge Missisipi of falsehood, little did he
fealize that history could be well-documented by not merely circumstantial and
beh.avioura]' evidence, but also by many quantitative methods and usefully
ftudled for policy orientations. The use of quantitative methods—the
cliometrics’ deploying econometric methods to study different relationships—is
fairly recent in literature, and is being used by a few Indian economic historians
§ well. Goldsmith is not an economic historian in a puritanic sense, but is a

. l‘nonetary' economist-turned-historian, with the necessary equipmer{t'ln quan-
titative methods. He relies—unlike pure historians delving into materials in the
archives—on published literature, which he has collected in abundance and in a
systematic manner, but does not hesitate to make ‘even rough estimates’, wher.
the existing data do not shed much light on the subject of inquiry, if onlg; to su;-

[
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gest that figures, once accepted, would often speak for themselves.

Goldsmith divides the span of 117 years into three periods covering three
chapters: the Victorian India, 1860-1913, India between the Wars, 1914-1946,
and Independent India. 1947-1977. All the three chapters are balanced in terms
of volume (65 pages of Chapter 1, 72 pages of Chapter Il and 88 pages of
Chapter II) and systematic in the treatment of the subjects dealt with, viz., in-
frastructure, money, prices, interest rates, balance of payments, capital forma-

tion and saving, financial institutions, financing the different sectors of the
economy, and the national balance sheet. '

Goldsmith views the role of the British Government in the Victorian India as
positive and helpful to the later day development process, and quotes Karl Marx
in his favour, He mentions that law and order and development of the railroad
system, and modern currency and banking system are the factors conducive to
development which are provided by the British. But he carefully avoids describ-

ing railways as the ‘leading’ sector. (In this sense, he has fought shy of becoming
an Indian Fogel or an Indian Rostow).

The Victorian India was one of stagnation or ‘very siow growth’ in real in-
come, the estimate being less than 1 per cent per annum, going by Goldsmith’s
rudimentary method of combining estimates of two scholars. The posmori im-
proved slightly in the preiod 1914-46 when national produce seemed to have
gone up by a little over 1 per cent per annum. In Independent India, the growth
rate had improved further and considerably, being 3.6 per cent per annum upto
1971. In terms of per capita income, however, the improvement from the
estimated 0.4 per cent per annum during the Victorian period to about 1.4 per

cent in Independent India upto 1971 is in no way substantial considering the
fact that the period that was considered has covered a (airly long span of years.

Goldsmith hints subtly that commercialization of agriculture had begun in
the Victorian era itself, with cash

g an e . crops catching up faster than the food cTops.
is explains in part the higher pick-up inthe annual expansion rate in money
supply than in real output in the Victorian period and the inter-war years. Money

i tht'mghthus the quantity theory of money. Goldsmith himself seems to be'lleve

toran period sronn, Sy e*Planation of Income-money-and prices i the Vic-
Ws. The average annual incr :

1.5 per cent in Victorian eases in prices were estimated at

India; 3 per cent in the inter-war years and 5 per cent in
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i link the developments in
Independent India. Goldsmith does not. however, (
mof\::: and prices with those in balance of payments. The balance of payments .

situation was characterised by export surpluses till the end of 19§Os. agdlir:ﬂov;:
ﬁf foreign investments, in considerable quantitie§ upto 191 .hand a ;; b
. moderate amounts. The large exports of gold—mainly owing to the depr

of the 'thirties—facilitated by sale of gold by pepp!e oftet? ir.\ dlstres:, led tc; ;h:r
accumulation of sterling balances in London, helping India in th?ni‘n at:\acly oc e
Independence to finance her capital imports to some .extent. ed ! an ¢
;)ay.ments problem was serious in lndepgndent. India upto mid’-seventies,
leading according to Goldsmith, to the limiting of imports.

Even though the annual average real growth rate was low in'bottfn the \élc-
torian and the inter-war years, Goldsmith’s discussion on cap\ta{ ormi: ;g
seems to suggest the presence of a growth momentum. F.rom a cog)ectur " u
per cent in Victorian India, gross capital formation to natilonal ;’aro uctt. we Her;;
to 7 per cent in the inter-war years, and to 20 per cent in the ‘seven 1esf. ;
Goldsmith does not unfortunately make efforts to evaluate the worth of these

j ittee’ Capital Forma-
. estimates, but if one were to go by the Raj Committee’s Report ( :
f tion and Saving in India, 1950-51 to 1979-80, Reserve Bank of India, 1982)

one would think that it must have entailed a superhuman effort to make guesses
on capital formation*that had taken place before Independence.

Goldsmith traces in elaborate detail the development of variqus ﬁnaflcial ?n-
stitutions—commercial and co-operative banking system, post-office savings, in-
surance, indigenous banking, to mention a few. Put together, thgy lgreb\a: at an
annual average rate of about 5 per cent and 9 per cent respectively twee‘rc\l
1870 and 1913 and in th¥inter-war years (in terms of total resources) . The rapi
increase of the commercial and co-operative banking system replacing t'he in-
aigenous bankers and the development of insurance reflec.t. according to
Goldsmith. the structural éhange in the direction of modernization of the c;.:un-
try’s financial structure. But Goldsmith does not dwell on the factors that et:Ye
helped to develop and modemize banking and insurance. Is the developrper:i in
banking on account of the rise in money incomes? Or is it due to a combina on
of factors, such as the rise in incomes, the difficulty faced by small savers in

4 holding gold, silver and other immovable properties in view of their rising prices,

and the wide range of services provided by the modern bq(\king? Aparf fromf
these questions which are illustrative, the need to know the different qualities of

the assets of the financial institutions—the yield rates, the maturity péttems. apd
the capital gains they provide—is important. For, the degree of substitutions and
the degree of fiquidity apart fram the income-generating effect of the assets
make interesting and useful reading for an economic analyst. The mere fact that
financial assets had proliferated and increased in volume is only to be expect_ed
in any development process. And it is here that Goldsmith avoids makmg.
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analytical judgments and lets the
s, ¢ the figures and information speak for themselves.

v Goldsmith’s treatment of the financing of the non-financial sectors in the
ﬁoictoﬂan_rh India and in the inter-war years is also replete with data and informa-
n. The general impressions that serious students of economic history of India

have about the financing of railwa
ys, agriculture and Government, to cite a few,
get further endorsed by Goldsmith'’s study. '

) dieG(;:old.«smitl’u’s \faork should be viewed as a labour of love and devotion, and
u and meaningfully interpreted by readers depending on their tastes. One

may not accept afl his ‘estimates’, on the ground that they are blown up by use of

statistical methods which may not necessarily reflect the realities, but no other

estimate, however well made, would dev es
, t t
ovided by the author. viate from the direction of the estima

A.Vasudevan

THE KHILAFAT MOVEMENT - RE
~RELIGIOUS SYMBOLISM AND
POLITICAL MOBILIZATION IN INDIA. By Gail Minault, Delhi: Oxford

University Press, 1982; 1 +294 pp., Rs. 75
When reading a review of a book

. ) of thi
episode in our national life, it may be #kind, degling with a not too-remoté

mation of the reviewer's own relationship to i, before they do so

Your reviewer had witnessed t
(1919-20), and its merging. f st he emergence of the Khilafat movement

for regaining national freedom, but imbuy it o, rengthened tsinherent urg®

to contribute positivély towards the attal::\:n‘:ngf‘ ::;ft-cor;ﬂdence in ts capactty
end.

Thus,
the Khilafat movement as a meang for mobilizing the widely scat”

p—

of interest to readers to have some infor-

73

.

india Past and Pressn 113

tered, disparate, and in several ways mutually antagonistic, mass of Indian

2 Muslim political opinion, on an issue that helped to unite them among
KMthemselves, as well as with the major and other minority communities, in forging

a national anti-British imperialist front in India, enthused him. True, the Khalif in
Turkey was for him a distant phantom figure. What he had heard about his do-
ings also did not inspire him with much enthusiasm for him as a person. Yet, his
symbolic significance as a relic, that had been preserved, through thick and thin,
in more or less authentic form, from the time of the Prophet, did still stir in him
atavistic memories that made him kin with the emotions of the bulk of his com-
munity. }t is against this background of distant memory that he has now read this
detailed, and extremely competent study of the Khilafat movement.

Straightway, he must declare that it is distinguished by a high degree of
scholarship. What stands out most are the direct references it throughout makes
to original records and correspondence, a great deal of which are naturally in
Urdu. The use that is made of Urdu political verse of the period to highlight and
ilumine the facts and the characters of the chief actors in the drama of the
h}ovement—the Khilafat movement was above all dramatic—is skilful; it shows
how well the author has understood the catalytic role that Urdu poetry played in
galvanising the emotions of the Indian masses—irrespective of their caste, creed,
economic and social differences and divisions. The parallel between what was
being done by lIrish poets in Ireland and in India by Urdu poets at about the same
time to arouse nationalistic sentiments in a form that would, if not hoodwink the
British authorities charged with the task of supressing such sentiments, at least

make it difficult for them to convict the writers in a court of law, is striking. .

Perhaps it presages the link between W. B. Yeats and Tagore.

The style in which the book.is written is extremely readable, concise, and
not lacking in a dry sense of humour. Referring to a fund-raising campaign of the
Ali brothers, she remarks that it “often resembled the line of an itinerant huckster
at a country fair.” Giving excerpts from Muhammad Ali’s speech during it in
Madras (April 2nd. 1921) in which every kind of inducement was held out, she
adds: “The only thing lacking was a guarantee to refund their money if they
were not fully satisfied.”

The characters and importance of the principal actors, Mahatma Gandhi,
Maulanas Muhammed Ali and Shaukat Ali, Abdul Bari and Abul Kalam Azad,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Lala Lajpat Rai, the two Nehrus and Saifud-
din Kitchlew and others. involved either directly with the Khilafat movement or
with its always rather tense and delicately balanced relationship with its
counterparts in the other communities of India, are allowed to emerge in the
swift flowing narrative only on the basis of the part they actually played in
it—their actions not professions—without embellishment or elaboration.
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Except in regard to Maulanas Muhammad Ali, Shaukat All, Abd“‘w::
Abul Kalam Azad, one is told very ile about thelr book
W‘mﬂd-Amemeabomﬂ\hwouldhmmhmdﬂl@“‘“‘dwm
conddenbly‘hwou!dhavebeenespedanyvaluab\eumeludmdﬂ" who
{non-Musiim) communities and groups had all clustered round Gandhii,
radiated the aura of the Indian National Congress and his own saintliness 0
them all. In consequence, there has been a tendency among subse "
historians to adjudge them as having been more ‘nationalist’ and less ‘commurt”
anscbus'thmﬁ\osewholédihel{h\lafatmovemmt.As“ghﬂvm‘“"p‘;
sive treatment of this aspect would have enabled one to get closer 10 the he"m
‘hewnundmnﬂ\atconﬁa\&edihehadetsofdﬁfmmhdimeommmwdmd
“‘““Mddeswdm«advmmmmdmmoommmw -
yet keeping it within the ambit of the national anti-imperialist '
and 1o judge them on the basis of their actual response to it on each count.

. Nevertheless, in your reviewer's opinion, the, author convinces oné of
‘the validity of her thesis, that the Khilafat movemnent used “pan-lsiamic sy™

to forge a pan-indian Muslim constituency...(it} can be viewed 25 7
phenomenon of particular relevance to India, one that sought to reconcle
Islamic identity with Indian natienality”. Through tts employment of pan-
symbolism it mobilized Musiims of every category social, economic and &
tellectual, from all pants of india for participating in the national freedom MO '
ment. In fact, the author succeeds in showing that the Muslim contribution I the
non-cooperation and civil disobedience movement was comparatively greste!
than that of any other indian community. Mahatma Gandhi on several 00
-sions was almost compelled to move forward under the pressure of his Musiim
supparters. It was not the lack of Muslim support for the national movement
brought it to a halt {after the Chauri Chaura incident); i was the danger of 1S

taking a violent turn under their pressure and elan, which the Mahatma co
not control or countenance.

As the author observes: “Gandhi espoused the Khilafat because he saW '
primarily as an anti-British issue, a means to bring the Muslims inta a nation®=
govement and a big bo?st to his plans to reorganise and redirect the Congres®

to a mass movement.” Gandhiji knew the psychology and ethos of the Indian
people better than most of the other Western educated and oriented po\“‘""‘

leaders. In a speech to Calcutta students in 1915 he had categorically deciared”

“Politics cannot be divorced from religion”. This had particularly impressed

Ali brothers, and was to be the basis on which Hindu-Muslim unity was t© L

forged subsequently.

The Khilaiat”, as the author “

o ! says, “was a ont
Yhings to different symbol which differ
preee to cifierent people, but the anti-British nature of the mean ”tpm ded
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some consistency, and on this basis the Hindu-Muslim aliance was built”. At the
height of the freedom campaign, the author points out: “In predominantly

uslim areas, Ulamas and Sufis were the chief messengers of the movement,
armed with fatawa and religious rhetoric. For Hindu audiences, religious sym-
bolism was also employed: the promised Swaraj became Ramraj or Gandhiraj,
the rule of virtue, versus the present Ravanral, the rule of evil.”

This review may fittingly conclude with a quotation from the last paragraph
of the book: “The national alliance disintegrated, but Muslim self-consciousness,
with or without the Khilafat to symbolise it, had become a factor in Indian
politics. All future attempts to cement an Indian national alliance had to take that
feeling of Muslim consciousness into account, and did so inadequately”.

It is hard to dispute this uncomfortable conclusion. One can only urge now,
that the lessons of the past should be pondered over when making attempts to
forge such an alliance in the present. For that purpose, a careful study of this
book by all those who are concerned with Hindu-Muslim unity and national in-

v tegration problems would be a salutory preparation.

Badr-ud-Din Tyabji

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, A BIOGRAPHY, Vol. I, 1947-56, By Servepalli
Gopal, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1979; 346 pp., Rs. 150.

This is the second volume of a carefully researched and widely applauded
biography of Jawaharlal Nehru by a scholar who has had the advantage of a cer-
tain personal proximity to his subject and to some others who had, as he notes in
the preface, a share in “the history of the first years of free India”. Even to his

. detractors, Jawaharlal is a fascinating figure, lending himself, often out his own

mouth, to the venting of his flaws and his failure to fulfil the role in history, to
which the trust and affection of his people and the shaping of his life largely by
the Gandhi ‘magic’ (that he never forswore) had summoned him throughout his
restless involvement with his people for a forty-five-year stretch. Much was, and
continues to be expected of Sarvepalli Gopal, with his gifts and advantages, in
this regard —a biography of Jawaharlal, without gust that might come easy but is
insipid, also without the superior rancour which, in our peculiar conditions, tends
sometimes to creep into estimations of a career that reflected, perhaps in-
evitably, the long historical shadows of our Indian predicament.
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clothes his findj :

well researched ngs and his reflections. Here, indeed, is 2
W::omes bu“‘l‘o"mn“v’m‘“-Sowell written, indeed, that even
of mhmu? :g:‘;" defaults and deficiencies and resents them more b g
not call it good I Us competence and the book's general excellence, oné "
v‘:!‘ Y in parts like the curate’s egg. but stops short of such c¢

useful, because thnma; Will, for the foreseeable future, be deemed the '
. € most carefully documented, biography of Jawaharlal

8 picture, though promised in the preface. of v
Ministership” (Gopal year being “the summer solstice of (Nehru's) i
case, being a lof - Lonluding words) — that “prime ministership”, in NeM*
of what Ne| :«nd:l:e than leading the government of the country but an 8%0 -
dia’s tryst with :ieSﬁn;'n ;:gm"g excess of emotion perhaps, had called
Nehni's conception of demesapey o What Gopal himself has srese
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emanating as it did from “amateur politicians who know nothing about politics

.and less about insurrection”, made him claim “a right to be upset” (p. 69).
f Looking around him in 1948, Nehru bewalled “the sordidness of opportunist
* politics” (p. 74), burst out, in re the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party, that “an

organisation without an ideology should not be called a political party ordinarily,

but more aptly called a drinking den” (p.153). When Jayaprakash Narayan, of
all people, had hurt him like hell, denouncing in 1951 his “naked, open

fascism”, Nehru's response was to ensure that two Socialist leaders, Narendra
Deva and Kamala Devi, were not opposed in the election. He went on to say
that choosing candidates, “snarling for selection” and often “third-rate”, was
“more of a burden and a heart-break than almost anything that I have done”,

adding: “I have felt recently as if | was in a den of wild animals” (pp. 159-61).

The grouse that Gopal's biography provokes, however, as one goes through his

opulent pages is that in perhaps trying to be severe, so that an earlier predilec-

tion could be overcome, he fails to grasp the essential facets of a life that, with
perhaps fundamental failures, was yet luminous with unremitting Service to his
country and also, to the extent of his powers, to all humanity.

It 1s difficult to expound in the limited space of a review the reader’s impres-
sion that the author, by no means antipathetic to his stbject, somehow cannot get
rid of a peevish air about him and so he is sometimes gratuitously unfair, even
graceless, not only to Jawaharlal but to almost all his contemporaries, —Abul
Kalam Azad is hardly mentioned, Pant, B. C. Roy and such others noted almost
as Inconsequential people (which they were not), Mahalanobis relegated to a
lonely footnote (perhaps because, planning, for long a Jawaharlal passion and
during 1955-56 passing through a phase of qualitative analysis, appears, not en-
tirely without reason, to Gopal to have been a rather phoney exercise), Rajendra
Prasad dismissed as being “in the ranks of medievalism” (wasn't he a little more
than that?), Vijayalakshmi Pandit, closely in Jawaharlal’s confidence (their cor-
respondence is profusely drawn upon), though never once consulted for her
views—a privilege proffered, however, by Gopal to Mountbatten and to C. D.
Deshmukh—figuring only among ‘references’, Rajagopalachari is treated with a
laboured and lofty disdain which is unworthy, and which Jawaharlal, who did
not hesitate even to place on record his appreciation (1956) of the “rectitude,
ability, efficiency and fairness” of a lesser man, Morarji Desai (p. 206), would
have resented. It is better the list is not lengthened, which it could be, for it is ur-
savoury. From the author a different yard-stick was expected; a V. K. Krishna
Menon, for example, a ‘character’, though hardly always a likeable one, and in
his own sometimes involuted way a truly talented man whose foreign policy

assistance to Nehru was substantial, deserved from the author more perceptive
treatment.

It will be wrong to generalise from the author’s hints (which are important) i
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however, is not content with some unnecessarily malevolent comments that hit

" not only Panikkar but also Nehru. Again, there is no room here for elaboration,

but it is a pity that Nehru's chief Indian biographer chooses virtually to stigmatise
India’s China policy to be just naive, to denigrate even India’s role before, during
and after Bandung, to stress such things as Nehru’s proximity to the ‘West’ even
over the Suez War (1956), his misgivings over ‘real, existing socialism’ during,
for example, the 1956 crisis in Hungary, his allegedly clear antipathy towards
communism and communists in India, to refuse to recognise Nehru's long-held
perceptions about Afro-Asian Solidarity, his links with such people as Kenyatta
and Nasser and NKrumah, so that when he died, the Moroccan delegate at the
United Nations could speak of him as “the sculptor of the ethics of our part of the
world” —a judgment of which there is no premonition in Gopal's survey..

The writing of this book is chaste, unhurried and elegant. The way it uses
the tools of scholarship is admirable. From time to time his delineation of the
facts, in so far as they go, is a delight. Having access to Nehru’s private papers
after 1947 gives Gopal a great advantage and the book will offer readers much
authentic information and some rare insights. Why Gopal's debt to the
Jawaharlal Trust that made him general editor of Nehru's selected works and
Provided him with facilities unexampled perhaps in the annals of Indian resear-
ch, however, appears inexplicabie. The volume, in any case, reads easily and at-
tractively, revealing a great deal of significant information on the basis of which
‘Nehruana’ might turn out a truly worthwhile quest. It is a pity, however, that
almost a trifle churlishly, and somewhat inconsistently with its earlier contents

_and even judgments, the book nearing its conclusion (p. 316) reads: “His

(Nehru's) was, in fact, a commonplace mind, nourished by idealism and passion
and strengthened by reflection”. This is a somewhat strange juxtaposition, for
while Jawarharlal undoubtedly failed the sterner tests of history, while greatness
in the epochal sense clearly escaped him, “commonplace” is no adjective to
label on “his mind”. Gopal, professionally, knows more perhaps than anyone
else about what Jawaharlal wrote, and also—if his sights were unblurred —about !
what Jawaharlal did and had ached and yeared to do in his life-time and in a
situation as predicated in hoary India, unsure about her place in an unfamiliar
world. Let there be no adulation which is both senseless and insensitive. But let

there be a better balancing of judgments than in Gopal's doubtless important
work.

Hiren Mukerjee
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SPOTLIGHT ON SINO ~INDIAN FRONTIERS. By Karunakar Gupta,

ﬂ Calcutta: New Book Centre, 1982; vi + 178 pp., Rs. 30,

~

In recent years, Dr. Karunakar Gupta has performed the very useful service
of bringing to the attention of the public certain facets of the Sino-Indiap border
controversy heretofore known only to scholars. Spotlight on Sino-Indian Fron-
tiers is essentially a restatement of his previously published views.but gmh the
‘&appy addition of an excellent and insightful introduction by the late Sourin

oy. _

Basically what Dr. Gupta has to say is that most of the Sino-Indian frontier
has never been legally defined and that at various times in history what camc
close to being official dishonesty was practiced to obscure this fact. Dr. Gupta's
Views on the history of the McMahon Line and the frontier in Aksai Chin meet
the test of historical accuracy and scholarly probity. His revelation of the essen-
tial fraud perpetrated by Sir Olaf Caroe by first recalling and then re-issuing a
basically counterfeit version of Aitchison’s Treaties, Volume XlV‘of 1929, i§par-
ticularly telling. Indian policy, governmental ineptitude and the inadequacies ot
the official white paper all come in for well-deserved criticism, although a more
expanded discussion of the “powerful American lobby” that was supposedly in-
Strumental in shaping Indian policy would have been useful. ln. conclusion, o{ne
cannot help but applaud the author’s plea for open access to official materials for
all scholars at the earliest possible moment.

Robert A. Huttenback

COMMUNISM IN KERALA, A Study in Political Adaptation. By T.J.
Nossiter, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1983; 426 pp., Rs.130.

Ever since 1957 when it retumned a democratically 'e!ected communist
8overnment, Kerala has been attracting many curious scholars from the Western
Capitalist societies. Almost allof them tried to read a pattern in Kerala that would
it in with their own concepts of Asia’s political evolution. In the late 1950's and
€arly 60's when the Chinese revolution was riding the wave of popularity, Kerala
Was seen as “the Yenan of India”. For the post-Vietnam intellectuals, after what
they saw in Pol Pot’s Cambodia, the effort was to read in Kerala a tropical ver-
sion of the ideologically confused Euro-communism. Even this left many a ques- ‘
tion Unanswered —especially the extent of domestication of an ideology which _;
considers any reform a cardinal sin. Dr Nossiter's area of study is the pohtk:dg
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adaptation of Kerala's communists and their final transformation into “just

another party” in the state’s present coalition politics. 4

This process of political adaptation is probably more significant than any
other aspect of communism in Asia. For that, there is no better laboratory than
a where political parties split like bacteria in a tissue culture, all split parties
llowing parallel ideological lines. The complex interaction of tradition, theory

nd expediency ha: produced a unique Marxist culture in this state physically in-
apable of any armed revolution.

Informally Nossiter's book has two parts. The first dealing with events
Ipto thg year 1957, is a brilliant analysis;;f the socio~pom mmeugwhich threw
1p the first communist state administration in India. Almost all significant factors
hat contributed to it have been studied meticulously. These include
jerl\'mphlc pressures, growing literacy, desperate levels of unemployment
mmmly among the educated, the break-up of the joint families, the role of
:mgm" and caste, industrial backwardness, trade unions, party organisation, the
ncw\:x‘::iheif;f lfand and 50 on. No attempt has been made to suggest any par
munist g n ho;)trhe fascination of Malayalees, of all people in India, for com-
b oug Nossiter specifically rejects the assumptions of earlier com™
b r:rs as inadequate. Yet, in passing, he has some revealing ideas. Com-
cell w cafme very late to Kerala—almost a Quarter century after the first
. s lormed in Bombay. Their first significant enterprise Was the
w ound movement of the late forties and early fifties, based on the Calcutt?

. Brutal police tepression gave a halo of martyrdom to number of card-
m&m :inembers. With this as political capital, their performance showed
really an oc:e growth in the 1950's. As a result, Kerala communists had never
Durges. or thl;slon to answer inconvenient questions regarding the Staltnist
their way elsewk?:r:y ‘sr:,de in the freedom movement—questions that st
freedom struggle wr © strategy of infiltrating into the Congress party during

noge worked extremely well in Kerala and almost all important

lead party
s of the had their early Political schooling in the Congress party-

th
By the time the Party recovered from its temporary insanity caused by the

thesis, the com
ground, especially in munal politics of Kerala provided the ideal breeding

freedom were spliit there o ravancore region. The Joaves of po!

ch ala Communities. This formula worked B
context was also a rebellion against
chl\"asleft“mh leaders and fé¥
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followers). From the beginning the communists were pitted against the Congress
party whose staunch support came from the Church—till the Christians formed
their own many Kerala Congresses—all supported by the Church.

The first part of the communists’ adaptation to the local environment was
their informal acceptance of the theme of caste as the dominant political factor.
Can this be termed an original contribution of the Kerala party to the world com-
munist movement? Caste politics was, however, not as influential a factor in the
Malabar region as it was in Travancore. In Malabar, the party had to reckon with
the Moplah’s “politics of insecurity” —a unique phenomenon which even Mahat-
ma Gandht could not tackle during the freedom movement. When a direct con-
frontation failed to wean away the Muslim masses, the communists tried to split
the Muslim League—a strategy which seems to provide a working answer even-
today with three separate Muslim parties fighting one another in the state. This
could be an original contribution of the state's leading communist EMS Nam-
boodiripad whose intellectual prowess seems to have so impressed Dr Nossiter.
But the communists, whether in power or out of the government, have always
been playing with low stakes in Kerala. Within the limited constitutional authority
enjoyed by states in India, there was no chance of Namboodiripad turning out to
be another Pol Pot. Hence expediency determines the amount of political adap-
tation the party is willing to undergo.

Beyond 1957, the methodology of Dr Nossiter appears inadequate to meet
the problem of information gathering. Though he is meticulous in his research of
Published data like newspaper clippings and party documents, the very sources
are often unreliable. Modern Indian editors have a very liberal definition for
Publishing ethics—a fact which might come in the way of any researcher. Added
to this is the author's over-generosity towards the people he has been interview-
ing. Communists are the same anywhere when it comes to twisting facts to suit
their political needs. When he compares the roles of Namboodiripad and

shna Pillai in the founding of Kerala’s communist movement, there is a
tendency to equate, which is absurd. Namboodiripad shot into prominence only
When he was imposed on the state by the central leadership and his present posi-
tion need not afford him a larger role in the 1940’s. Another problem s in bran-
ding leaders as “moderates” and “extremists” based on their present views while
explaining the party’s pre-split debates. Many moderates of the 1950s have
turned to be the extremists of the 70's and vice-versa —all today explaining
away their past actions on the basis of the present views. Perhaps if Dr Nossiter
had a little training in Scotland Yard, Communism in Kerala would have been a
Masterpiece. Even without that, this book is undoubtedly the best on this sub-
Ject, brought out either in Malayalam or in English in the recent past.

M.P. Narayana Pmal’



124

BIBI.IOGRAPHYOFGOAANDTHEPORTUGUESEIN INDIA. By
Henry Scholberg with the collaboration of Archana Ashok Kakodkar
and Carmo Azevedo, N

+ 4 pls., Rs. 300.

The author of this work, Prof. Henry Scholberg, has already carved out for
himself a prominent niche in the

world of bibliographers. An internationally
known specialist in South Asian historical documentation, he has evinced par-
ticular interest in the records of the European

Powers in India. In 1970, he
covered the British rule in India through his publication: The District Gazetteers
of British India—a bibliography,

followed in 1973
dans I'Inde. The present work is th

story of Goa's past and the Portuguese rule in India. This work is apposite,
therefore, as an attempt to provide easy access to the sources for the study of the
Portuguese presence in India extending over a period of five centuries.

In this work, the author has altempted to identify and ftemize materials
available in libraries, churches, archives and m
padicular, and other

The bibliogrpah

Y is not fully annotated
tions as to their

Y extensively. kems includ-
» and unpublished works as theses

ew Delhi: Promilla & Co., 1982; xix + 413 PP-

useums of Goa and Lisbon in
er tegions in general. Under
“Hsted them, cael’ )
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’ in a separate section
" dissertations and reproductions of actual MSS. While

R

no atte! t t 1}
. cover peﬂodk:al COﬂmbuﬁons in the k. er ps
mpt 1o wor P ha ﬂle auﬂm

materials.
may attempt another volume to cover serial

- . ering over 40 pages,
An index has been provided to the bibhographS";::e"rs o,ngsources of Iﬂdo;
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and this is fo are given in extenso. One o higory. and another deals
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: view
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of the work. One of the collaborators (A. K. )

th j the
e ch (¢ a useful gmde to
opportun ties to! esea[l in Goa and this serves as )
valuabl u:ca :0: :march that await_dle PlObe of scholars in illuminating
e SO 1 oy
unknown areas of Indo-P ortuguese history

erials pertain-
dy of source mat
tribution to the stu mprehensive
o val:fa btll‘:ecosoﬂ“g““e in Inda, T;::?Sege: ?iers ably and
Egli;gr;::ﬁ::liizzﬂs and facilitating d th:s c:;l:f;?a;tors deserve our ﬁhznnkstft:
' . The author ap ° ested in explaring the.
:::!?!P:t?n{tg z:fii‘:::urs in aiding research :ﬂorki:slx::ti: :
infetestei:g past of Goa and the Portuguese ruie

Performance
is People

oy Where the
Hoachst 4 & people compeny VISR L0

* prospects ere good Because e SR
vees are good That's n-
empioyes selecied 18 best for |M‘gz"“
compeny and external aner) SCCT
heip twm 10 perform betier where every
equst-0pporturity compsny whe Rl
mgouo!ouchmcﬂowo'" he serne
Ang when he works at his best. he
somathing worth more then monew, & o
confidence that he s important
company
There's more HOSChat Peooie mll'\:r‘:
nmomio's |:°cu""°'”°,.".::" retwement No
home ife, company
wonder the employees snd ""m Govs
stand by each other Through

And dedicated 10 the progress of the peo-
pie 800 the COMEENY.
and bed

s S0
Agrachemicals, Animal Heslth H hSt_




126

NOTES AND QUERIES

Economic History

! = \e: Sconomie, et captitalisme, XV.XVIII ciacle. “More and
more teachers,” he notes, “are ning to wake up to the fact that as the age
ecedes into the past, the study of these centuries

™es more and more relevant.”

There havg been two approaches to economic history; climetric and tradi-
tional. The former places modern economic theory at the centre, while the lat-
ter, though profiting from the theory,

insight into the historical process
Early Printing in Agiq
In the British Library Newsletter (No. 29 July 1983), G. Shaw has con-
tributed an instructive

nd printing in the Far East and India. “It was
the interplay over the centuries”, he says, “of the xylographic and the
typographic printing traditions which

eémerged most strongly from the twenty
8 delivered during the conference.” oY

the

reaching its finest flowering

-

€N years later in the so-called
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later: the
during the Edo period {1603-1867). The evidence for China comes later
.868 edition of the Diamond Sutra.

)

iring the Sung
The technique of movable printing was i""e"m‘:mm?a:&?:g types, not .
Period (960-1279). A variety of metals were used “Printing with metal types
nly metal but wood, terracotta and even porcelain. hich is attested by the edi-
eached Korea during the fourteenth century, a fact wached Japan from two dif-
fon of the works of the monk Pakun. Typography b Korea and with the ar-
lerent sources at the end of the sixteenth century, responsible for the
fival of the mission presses from Portugal. The former : a; st time. Printing in
printing of the major classics of Japanese literature f‘:t ¢ h: Goa and Cochin
issionary initiatives. ]
’é‘o"lﬁﬁe":ﬁmﬁ?ﬁ vi:‘nmaculatspem 'f:‘om 1577 onwards unde;t ngrﬁc ausp":a -
o the early eighteenth cent\nv'm:fm}‘ “the cifet of al thel output in ter:bn;
more ) R,”
of actﬁ:lreoz:?e::ons WZ:Od pathetically small. As on;n:f::fe :lhno had in-
1850 the technology of the press had been tumed aga " tramed a personnel
troduced it. The missionaries had educated a eadership ag to spread reforming
who used ;he press to propagate their own religions an
and ultimately national ideas”.

indo-Canadian History Workshop

-Canadian
Sponsored by the University Grants Commis:?: "léhget:nec:ber by the
History Workshop was conducted with eclat from { the speeches at the
Depa:tyment of History, University of Delhi. The burde:n‘: of the two countries
Inaugural session was that the constitutional develorla)r: inion status as the goal
had gone on parellel lines with the attainment of the r:“ roblems. Participating
and in our day also they were confronted with commo dip and twelve Indian
in the workshop were representatives of four Can:esaanhd Colleges of Delhi.
‘Universities besides local delegates from the Universi .

» by Prof
. “Evolution of Nationalism
t the Workshop were “Evo Autonomy

Ram::ye %Zl:)el:s r‘e(‘::ka University, “Federalism and [:;O“G,i::lersi:; of Dethi
Devices of ln;perial control” by Prof. P. \SN ?‘: éanada" by Prof. Car
“Federalism and Regionalism: the Case of Weste istic Pulls and Pressures in
Berger University of Toronto, “Communal and Ul‘fQ“ { Delhi, “Interpreta-
'lndigm 'Nationalism" by Dr. M. Aparna %asu, U?N,:rs{t,y geues; Y’ork Universi-
tion of Canadian Economic Development” by Pro » bv Dr Krishnamurty, Dethi
t, “Aspects of Colonial Economy—a Case ‘ é‘;ﬁ\ I:Zlatic;nship with Canada’s
School of Economics, “The Uniqueness o : d “British At
Nati%: 'geoploes” by Prof. C. Jaenon, ['{nwemitysofc(})‘:;‘z:'ma; Univetsitvg
titudes to Indians in the Colonial Period by Dr. S. »
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