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GUEST EDITORIAL

pay INDIRA GANDHI - INDIA'S DAUNTLESS PRIME MINISTER

INDIA PAST AND PRESENT has called on me to join in
e tribute that the world has paid to Indira Gandhi, our country's
untless Prime Minister, into whose f{rail physical frame a hail
bullets was pumped at point blank range by ferocious fanatic
on October 31, casting our people suddenly into sorrow
syond words.

If in the British House of ‘Lords, a former Lord Chancetlor,
srd Elwyn-Jones, could sav that "all of us have felt diminished
+ her death”, how much more should we, her own people, feel
Indira's death! For let it be proclaimed from
e house-tops that however controversial the ultimate assessment

her, there was, at her best - and History, no hanging judge,
ways notes the most positive factors - a certain nobility and
stre in her life and work, in her character and her courage.
e died at her post, unflinching. in harness, unto the last, facing
enzied assassins behind whom lurked hideously the contemptible,
irrent  conspiracy to disrupt, debilitate and destabilize India.
has been with a martyr's halo that Indira has passed into history.

‘ It is difficult for one who had the happiness of having been
imitted to the affections of Jawaharlal Nehru and thus enabled
v know Indira for a long period of time and at close quarters
y write her obituary. Some time must pass before one can write
ymposedly, let alone comprehensively, on Indira Gandhi. The
‘ay she evolved from a lonely, sensitive, indrawn young woman
v a powerful, if also always perceptive and graceful, political
ader of world stature and eminence 1s a fascinating study.
ich study should before long be made - and In a spirit far differ-
1t from the New York Times' depiction of her so-called metamor-
10sis "from a china doll to Iron Lady".

There can be no doubt that behind Indira's killing there
i1s been for quite some time a cruel, cowardly conspiracy on
ie part of some of India's rankest religious chauvinist reaction-
-ies, deliberately and diabolically propped up by interests abroad
1at have never vet forgiven India her freedom and would like



M—
e e e e e e erereesaren O™ f
e — — .
et THE MAHABHARATA AND MODERN MAN
THINKING ALOUD ON A PROJIECT IN PROGRESS

W B
W KRISHNA CHAITANYA
W ,

: 1

Of af the epics we have nhernited from the distant past,
Hmthe cvilisanions of antiquity. the Mahabharata 15 the biggest
tgeale. With s ewghteen Purvans [Rooks or Cantos), tweleve
indred  chapters and 1wo hundred thousand lines of verse. [t

Bty SPEIN , .
CMPLEMENTS feight times as fong as the jliad and the Odvssey put  together,
rger than the unired extent of all the epic poems in the Euro-

- Aan languages.

Ih lndia. the epic provided the materwal tor nuwerous narra-
NN ve poosns [Kavva] and dratoas of classical Sanskrit literature,
OANDRADYE « O s trapslations became the routdational classics for the vernacular
o * nguages n the formuative phase af her evolution, and generated

-
PR & CONT RA(?TORS e QgWn a vustoorop \of NArrative poesns and plays in these
nguages too. Folk ballud has retold 1t un every region of India.
has been the inspiration »f sculprure and painting, music and
ance. Down the centuries. st has been a rmost important influence
oulding the Indian psvche. As Sukthankar said in 1983, while
rwcording  the progress made on the critical edition undertaken
Rhandarkar Orientsl Research Institute, this book is

BU { i

Andr i
51«(((,:\}('{;&:“““‘”" I the
ieg ["”'(‘fdd‘) th»\d""r' ur past which has profonged 1tself into the present. He are & ]
f"/\SSf;(;( ”ﬂ I!yf»:zdg.\‘ . oA B,g!\"(ear\» the real we”,
hone Ny, g, i Flows i ieht®
- e, (‘w{“"v:'m\,‘(y J‘{ But qre we it today? Have we not severed our links with
Fors ARG Bhis great fegacy of the 'Q;mz'.’

Phone No-
nor a single comprefensive
udy ol the eopro, analvsing s ahajor characters, tracking their

into the world to web

otivations ond actions that  trafd out
obiective, historic reabity that become

to  consteflations ol

armically meaningful, both as nemists and redemption. But the
tatogues from the various publishing houses | get every month
ow that woy are steedidy chursung out books with three digit
ricos on second end thrd fne Brivush poets and novelists,

Ao far as | RKbow. thero s

The  spucous  costiwpulitanstn - or universalism affected

«\m--——"”/w,ﬂ/y our elite mas be provoked by this way of putting it to claim

~ZAhat we should open our windows wide 1o the world, and to accuse
NG of chauvinis/n or nsuteriiv, Howe were realty as cosmapolitan
s assunied here, we would have been produding books afso on
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e Gros ade it even more unorthodox. ;mq perhaps "n‘npcrmissibly 50,
Bl o, S - o many. »Bu[ I had no alternative. Conceptualising man as tregly
OF ther W e BRI ce cepling imiperatives i the light or his capadily tor normative
US oy ' ‘“‘“: et T atn WE 3( jinking and distancing experience enough 1o relish 1t ;ostheu_c@ly
and i, A A e '.‘:'.:0'_* 0 '101\'0(1 assuipptions that went counter to the canonical posxlt;pn
the ‘:l‘:’_"*.vz/;mubum',,~ L B L T .,.\‘;3('711‘5(5 g'j.» almost all the .nodern disciphnes that clatm {Q be scientific.
jm_rm\‘ ';'-' CUo e L e e rh‘ons' the lc\cf of psychology. Tor instance. take the }’_roud@n schem-
htm\(i,‘,“_” e ] B L e :r‘;\‘.t!'l. o'lsatmn. Fread decomposes  the }}um?ru personality  1nto thrc.e
Erighiag, :.,M"\! S " T "‘“:N:es Jmporwms: ol these the 1d 1s bhindihv nstnctuals the €go s
m.”\mf “;“7 Wi e ;‘:w,‘g‘(ld}.a Mncil\ u‘nau'rmhsw. tor J.thc £row th troni the Pleasure Principle
g \\‘I“'v'u.:u oo S R A SR pl, the Reality Prmu;?lt- \kix}ﬁi‘v Freud speaks Qf LS‘ no grO\\“Ih beca-
MWt oo ""“‘ R O TR RN A -ell’e the cpo stll remams 'dll\L‘I} by the hedonistic stirmulus, though
an 1*’),- N P L - P R f“fr‘ may adept a vmorc: (,uuuggslx realistic s\tratagom; ;nd lastly.
\l(h““m"'.""ﬁ G L v e ob a’e_supgr ego 1s blmd;,\'z r1xorglxst1(‘ be('\ause all morality s reduced
o e ‘»‘“"‘; SN ST oL e and has mtoncmsgd parentai ‘arao social  dictates. »The u‘\txre schem'e
by (1(\’1})‘:‘(".\' Blteer S e L e ot ht‘lf‘_gn mechanistic, making e freecory ot nan m<,qn(,o1vubk“ within
AN ST RN B P PT I e robust s tramework. And Froud's systern was only the up of the jceberg.
i ‘ s enormous base was the Gnt-huinan theoretical structure built

oy Str(-:,:(;,,“jp“ S L y by all the sciences over several centarics.

about i, ru:;“.,. T, s ’ .' L b een \x(\.ldl{g‘v [ ' } ' | :
be st Lered. HECes L ‘ oW e to sy e aﬂd" (n a r’o\w\T o \’4,\‘;1111,«14 ner's ust‘r)uo[\ published just betore
nportan. .| PO e T e e ot rutous p s death, Rossul while paying o fully merited  tribute, s;ressed
brou&"ﬂ! it OF e [T Yo e o thE hu e inadequacy of even e wisest olttient o !‘x(o when it does
revised, \b”{”?" N ey l{x\.-w,,»«:w N T 1‘76‘2_- t bcgm by squarch CORIPONTING the vast negations of our tme,
Har, (g S0t Sune it 4 roraare (A8 hen Gt has mot Mioohed anto the hewrt of darkness and seen the

;
Lt

D ) )
Cet e genmare ot Marror”. He added: "It is naive 10 suimmon us 10 self-knowledge

Indi;
ndian Chrose Ty

\_'&,Y<r(‘. g ‘ ‘ ' . ' |
(e Jm)roa dithout  acknowledging  that the deepest seli~knowledge of our

aesthet

Chee U.’hu(l):!(,?“ f:\ SRAONTII ( '.'«.’:'M'“j"' SRR of & v X . v
of the U b "‘“‘ wire g, (_h" ."H‘»wr: y St ed vmme begins in zhe experiencing of radical absurdlty and  costiic
The ‘me\”.\ wcdsnd g, ");(Jﬂu: e et sl spet SJJandonmqnt". This radmalkabsurdn:\ has been building up IOf
of hte, \\'11}2 sighor oy \:rv”}“““ Tk iy ot e Dharmad g long‘ time, trowm  the uuhlcanv—f\c\\tom;m systematisation  of
S€e whether ”H% Ty riad I\,‘)(_\"«u L piate the Pn e universe as Co'm,ourse of inert particles that move only
gained ”‘mu:t\](‘ UESThe o, \\’U”‘v! Sr e i ot mce Jhen pulled or pushed by a dererninisuc ve,\'temal force fhrough
Cotmpleted ,,,LT e e, . )f»\;‘-\\ Veart eee 5owih th i ne conquest oI. al) sclences. one by one, by this physicaiist and
that ip tho}»bml‘“‘""” ;;,/(‘““ PErDe e gt by the gihilist view. The physics ol e ert, passive dton developed
_Ihat could f”m}’%ls ot I)«»Z\: (Ao, Tty 1oty torthef fﬁ"‘m the biology of merely retlen  action, fortuitous mutations
INSight thap ‘m b"Hlt upory I;f CXDerien e the “Ofophnd bitter survival struggie. the psychology of no psyche or of
n exploring 4y ot e ‘(; CIe e rorennder philo? " amoral.  crational  end unconscious  psyche.  the €Conomics
UPON  the i O the USSECUl e L o the oho g deitied seli-interest and the politics of pressure groups and

linded like Oedipus, but unlike himm not

u(wzh(,[“
that the
fite. Fay e
Ity \(.r(.”(‘

i o

I S T PP VIV had gower blocs. Thus. self-b
‘t('\”-"tu Feachay o v\l-*’eﬂon a mood of expiation and regeneration. modern man is moving,
m,)\:jjth Toone coptronted DY r€° ot ‘towurds the r(*('om'matmn dnd‘mm tuary ol the sacred WOO'dS
! Wof€ 2t Colonus. but to the brink of the nuclear bomb crater of the

ﬁYC variouys ”JCtqi)h\vp()SlIlQ') tian gy wliog oo o g tar opc»
jn'ag(; ?Pl:sodes ot‘:;\(:ﬂ Syotery, }ff”“rrn-, Brterpretaton® ?‘r gfast Cloaca of {ilth o which the urzh.‘ once  fragrant _vuth
treatjggk”t Poetic ¢ '\Mhabhqrdm Girta o wetl as nu!é phe lilies that Jesus loved and the Jotus which the Buddha liked,
N rhetory.. whict, Prob H’ athe g sor detanled § now turning tseif.
: EBN et ',‘ru\!'YhOdO'\
The Poetic experience, with Visvanatha and other aestheticians,

creation as play

n .
I(?rdi'ﬁ(]p“n,qrv
Brahma Sutra

approadh, " as ultimate experience. The nterpretation ot
i that  book  must lla) which is the primordial form of art, In the
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but 1 also feel that tis concdosion fae o be nstitied m teffhon feading 1o treachers ¢ terrble aniustice. the repressible

of @ dertatled analvsis of e Gsnecte o e e 1l cfinifassion for revenge 1t sreates = Thse anto o stark fmages Draupadi
\ LSO b the soen that €

show 1t 10 be u credtive desipr ardd oot re the (“.J(ioﬂ"u(-en of the Pundases. cleo onby i one garment, b(‘mg‘druggod
a poct. And aspects after g.\.;m“(\ TR .“\ '\1 i and bbby her hair o the Roeuran o ,‘\\c:rjz;‘ij. By '.\u\\;:sanr;x.v Since rhve
ant  personalityv. Like li\‘ll;}-x", el Vo Vyasd nsult is untorginvable and o venging e 1o be  anticipated, th,ls
A manimal o stvle with e i ol A sifinage stoulders i the uncens mu%"::u.(i ol 11}(* old’ km};; Dl;rde:
Verse  can  coinpiete o tiphioey ;,mg:“' R oo of Drfrashtra and he hoas noghimares ot ',.Ht' m‘\y{;,-p t&mrmu AUy )}\H:\g
the venerable preceptor, Ml et e ared thrCFsimilarly IHOl(‘b{L‘(f' by Pandave  calour s Mas oot \\‘vro a \\\/(d
white sandal Tnarks aned parlancs o witt wlore ocks ,rown’holplvss wornar'. l'm" Hnay e ’r’w(u‘l'n onee ‘L‘.}_"\HM. \\}‘][S;[‘\ I],1~(f \»iu1
his head"s Graphicatly vy VISTotten over ot arhnient (.pis is lost and all the Kauraves e (.Lx;(ip irIl the  tield. ;(‘ \\1((}\\\5(
are wchieved by this stvle whin b fiahees G tor 1 cconoMy PrINCesSes, aloot &Lll(i‘fk‘l'r'\’-’1‘<‘\~(‘Hl‘.‘[‘z I,‘:w «on'l[,mn\ ot »t “"lrl mkuli%-i
1ts speed i evooation, The Onrust of sty toea grcia each oot -honour. flee 1o 1:1’0 :,.L:t',ug-:ia;‘n..w \\11}% i',lf.!r, hair .(.HML(\(.. c(('
and the carmnage are terseh CApressed g e el The (_Yjand (l‘.ld oniy He Singie gfﬂ"“‘”“\"} X[“Ei »l.‘_‘(. lk””_m‘ ’_m{i““‘ 2‘;) "r\”llnz-
vising from the carth settled, mosiened it ood™. o brilll’epltormws the theme: U follews the Karime maturation ¢ i

analvsis ot Gogol, Belyi ™ hus studied
the former's works. Belvi's patenthy  colle. e poeal 2 ' oo thes
show the yellow graph rising steadily from e jevons 1,'-\.en|ﬂ"1hoy bm(i.,[hp,;‘hm, C i brilliance
in the Village through Taras Bulba and Thahing 1ts preatest qua“m Hhe S Or T T e e .
tative leap upward in the second volunie of l)w()(‘1 Souls, W
the gold 1s not the gold of gold plate and poid thread,s but

,ces as tear and  tinal retrobution. There are several nnages of  this
pefoeret ) )

dtyvpe that need 1o bu noliced i o ivnan Cchaliation of the epic.
‘ Co 1o the unitary  origin

thie otog

gold of the cathedrals and crosses of the O thodos Charche H

this depth, colour has become  symbaol e ,.\_w(,\m’m ot inwt

temper. Such oan analysisy it apphicd 16 Ve, waontd revedl " ‘ - ‘ o [

rrequemly the brlght Justure ot e Pl Ui obong the ep‘ beuer., thengh o t;t_fux\,k,t CT 1L sty s Voo sane ml\gll\--
in metaphor and sitnile. The body or o e o ’ o nan glo‘mgs about the plalosopta o e soncolnen. He feets ““.A{ acade-
like fire. An ascetioy thoupt o lod o, TR w‘ ‘ ",‘ . 'y go\v'ml(g phifosophy has becone "ossentia v trakang in (115;)L1@t10ﬂ
embers below  the lver of ahes. \l‘)l"“:'”‘ H"“‘m one“” the  medieval tradinion” \:ug proceeds  to nake w stgntfioant

hi(l?pmn[. "While our protessicias philosophicors practise thenr respective
N Wnon-philosophies, tie tuncton of phdosopin dtsell has been assu-
'3(rinwd by refigions  thimkers, Bistorians, soentists, novelista'. What
W

warrior  like the  crrole OF i de e
a burnming brand. The battle o i, e L
consume  the universe o e Lt

: v e T o . i
glO\\’% hke a bUl'Hng Pillu(' ) st Fouer notes abort todas o rae i e past oo and what he
? ° N i y |
says ubout the povel cpphios 1o the narratine poein as wetls Libera-
T s N .. 1 ~ N NETIATRTAN sl . P e ey vl i TRt
Eisensteimn  was TakIng G preat von o oo .(,stheﬂ’tmg L’l[( religions wio Ll bes Geospiri trens creed and mstitu
itself, and 1ot just writing o book o A \kheﬂ Vtion, Tulict dermeg 10 s wlhenete conrerns ahd tas s the prime
gave  us his Filim Sense Here o e o (f“ tapte 1 \vo”dmr;u teristic ot the Mahavharatao Butoatoas o the creation of o
HOOshowed gt narranof

not come to lifte if 4t 1y oniy logic i
images  composed  of very SPecit i
in the perception and teehngs oy
image of the theme itself"; 1.,

pdpocts and for the noesehstooaranatint il the poet,  the story
cder plot s the orce tanoore Hernan thas clarthed thase A
]ple series of draimnatic star anout one subject does constitute

Wi ‘ ‘ W('uf(“a bloe ol meaning Wi oo ostrwetured o part oof the plave This
T AERRRIES SEr . I8 . o . .
° s abloc mav be nmcerste

motifs 1 VACIONS  contes iy, A ot s . it wa one ol e anthor's mietaphors. It
ol Pushkin and - others TO show iu.\\\ ‘.M‘ S e \. i5 15 II1<‘IL1P}\L>I' JHust O~ Sooy ! !’("rl}\’r\\(\;l P s, with 1ts burden
such immages of visaal il «mri‘ reh ,u\:" lf:e-u!,ur'((‘/nin of implications, is o ocetapnor. The dranatist's basic metaphor
Vyasa presents many nages op g 00 Tt b das plot Nt e 6

points of the narrative, thouep, e b e ear it

them because of the U’('H\(‘!:(T\\.U\)M f:‘ alert
episode where the Pandiy gy o SPan ot cor In v

‘ mhotid fose thegr
many coentraiotits ot the

G teds g \}“mi(
eIt b by "\‘[MH

the S Tt or

ool

[RETRARE

vy

ceptors are vahcd parts of his total mean-
o a0 INg, the scardct tor whto et s bade stady ot the relationship
-l @mong the parts. Al i thent metaphors must be related
Laff 10 the large nctaphor whocl s the play el

i
N fv(‘t"\i(‘b

'4
v
ot
P

o realtn g the chess 87
TCTHe  Of 1. o - the '“I”dlt)

Vyas's plot &5 his netephor and he cast ot an an antuque
) | i i
mould, that of ¢ chanson dv gesteo end itoseems 1o heave up
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like . e imbers. It is this that gives him the idea of falling upon the
3 J " 3 - . N . . .
Id ld BIRANUIC warship frony the depihin ot the stornn Swrvxvmg Pandava warriors as they sleep in their tents and massa-
ALY 6 e ] M
0 egend. The many teatares of old hterature seen m e #ing them.
bharata have been cited by t

Some lo arpne that it was 4 s
that went on swelling

hapbazardiv wit the centuries an The story within the story is also an antique feature. The
the creation ot o sihpgle nand. Bat such crtic st has been sif rbulence and immediacy of the narration of the eighteen-day
lacking in the sensibility 1o notic e that cvery sueh feature 5p may make us forget that It is not given directly by the poet
bgmn selected, modulated, and so st tused with the poc!ff ',nlt reported to Dhritarashtra by Sanjaya who was given visionary
tonality das 1o resonate with o meanig Uial iy o hdﬂl\omt‘)wers. Vyasa had a deep purpose here. The fountainhead of
the meaning ot the poct’s ferpe netaptor whis b the e dark stream of causalities that detonated at last in the catas-
Krishna substrtuting o solrd o ust aron Ligure ot Bhira whemn k’ophe of war is Dhritarashtra and, throughout his reporting,
the war, Dhritarashira cinbrac os e }»d“;!d\_d brothers Is 3 folk jaya drives home the basic responsibility of the old Kking,
type of storv. But 1t bas been deepened wath [,\\(;\'”10}1uul %en more blind morally than physically, every time Kaurava
Krishna  knew  that  there was o tretnendougs buidd-up of Brtunes suffer a serious blow. Sanjava 1s used here like the chorus
and hqtc and frustration in the old king and was nsimg e d¢® Greek tragedy, commenting on current disaster with recall
ton for achieving o real catharsis withogt any turther I past misdeed.
consequence. And he waits to reveal the trath 1o the King
when the latter, his anger spent and now  oversone by refm
laments tor Bhima whorm he believes he has Riflee, 0 v

Riddles are  a common  teature oi  the rradit

) folklore
But they are used in subthy escalated

role i the scene ¥ The Gita too is part of this ndirect reportage, a story
§P1(> god Dharma, m the guise of & Yakha, tests \udhiﬁh irrated by a character in the main story. And thus we come
in the forest pooli4 The riddies thersehves are not randoMogon  the most complex and the central ‘problom of the epic.
give many clues o the author's outlook  and  «ony g ponse Ctually there are two problems. Is the Gita genuinely a part
makes the sun rise and set” ternal Law. OO0 whos (M)cnde the text? Does it have a function, and a clear thrust of mean-
status of a Brahmin” Not on birth or kiowledee oy the Veg that adequately discharges the function”
but on (‘onduvtvulono. What s that the \x,’[w[;(jp: o1 which m ‘
one ru*h'.‘ Cupidity., What 15 real hrow ey (.m;,;)[(-twﬂ”“on The Gita uses the Anushtubh which is the common metre
the ultimate reality. What v coipamnen ' Do yood 10 the epic. The latter uses the Trishtubh too, in high points
But the session o riddies  matires torieer 1(}» . qeani® the narraive where enphasis 1s called tor. The Gita too Change;
episode. Dharina otfers 1o bring back 1o e 1\ nm\~ ot the 7er to this metre in the scene when Arjuna reacts in awe t(;
brothers lying dead by the pool and \1»,‘\\”“1”(;;"1’\, Ut O W%ishna's revelation of his cosmic form. The similarity in the
And he chooses, not Bhima or Arjung who. n?m brothers e of words, language. metre. versification ang letter combina-
Ic:Jn’kwlt?ox; valpur he has w0 depend 1o wyr, \!A)\ui\.im realmeons (sandhi) revealed by the study of Telang and  the parallel
Mjidlii:lyth::ofsot:;p_lzrt()t(f‘;f;-rr y:f\“_\ tather had two wives, Kllr‘[-;(i:;e 'Of- formrs which are non-s‘tandard@sed qympared with classical
tion between the tu ”I();h(;d\“(' WOSUTVIVITE son. |1 ake NO di \nSkrlF of a l‘it.e_r e,POCh studied by bvarma seem clearly to estab-
rs. sh th the Gita is part of the epic. But then one can argue,
The beast fable . f; lRoy ‘does, that all this need indicate only thf similarity of
folklore  tradition  ard mso k;) Very mportant  onponent o_ }rry origin, not ne(‘ess.arkxl)’ th(j lﬁduS}orj of the Gita in the epic
nowhere has it boe ‘ anchatantra 1 o world classiCy the time of its final shaping as a meaningtul component.
e noused i the sombre i1 dqul oway
\ . re and  tatetu
yasa uses it in connedtion with the durhe. ) , Kury It would therefore be necessary to seek identiti the
etra war. The Kauravas are arkest deed of the Ny dee i \ . sary 1 es 1'c71t
feverish desire for vengear Srpletel ronted. Seeplest ™ncti e e P ey TR ane gaser_mal
nder, lies awake ap th:: folm(, :\S,\kdnh‘““d' the Kaurava (ﬁe he 10&?1 role ‘of the Gita in the epic. Van Blunenen writess:
taken refuge. Then he s o Of'd tree n o4 wood where i Magavadgl—ta was conceived and created in the context
ing the birds cleeping m. ?yl owl, that preys e the nights 3 " € Mahabharata. It was not an independent text that somehow
eIr nests and kailing them 10
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2 whether the dmpressions that will cmerge atter a careful
wandered o . t

‘ , . o C o concel¥udy of the eprc und its anset discourse will tally with the breezy
desveloped IO L l harmic @Werdicts which o narcissistic admiration of one's own brilliance
of awa P e o1 would Tas tossed off, dispensing with all the botheration of close attent-
e perconn, gL o : . ..\;w'\ prima n to the text and its careful analysis.,

R L L A N N ol . . . ., o nallC

e ot T ‘ a L ) oty D

ER RTINS e A,‘ ,v l ,I‘.',. :"A\(‘:(,(,“,\ Ihe‘f \

by Btarecsagn o, R ’ L ‘, . croen DY At

steck s N G C . Y B o u phl]oso o - - .

O R IV L e impd' Slochower™ wrote  about  the Ium\tzon. of .the myth: The
FOr Arno o L a e the dyth addresses 1tself 1o the problem of 1do‘nt1ty. asking, ‘_who
of the e v S o o A “The que‘n 70 And 1t proceeds to examine three lmportantqques:tlons
that ‘;),\,(;w_}(, B .‘,.:‘Nwih etCaat are organl('all'y related. 'where do | romf: from ' '"Where
very lareen St e \\’. S W("o" \‘hat"‘r) I going 7' and '"What must | qo to get there'” In mythic langu-
[t e LR s f\,.--;\m 1o difge, the problems deal ‘\uth (rc>at19n. with  Destiny and with
WHAT e vty e o o " e "" e 196 bée ng*st". The thought HCI’&? 1S sirmnilar to‘that of Maslow, who
the Luti 1  ; Ly o 5 Q«cS~ tolso sald that what one ought 10 do can be found out only by
N L Ut fudying what one e what thvv\\oud sy but it specifically refers
B Lo AR ("‘:'}‘\”_C effoh the quest begur by the pssetie through mivth before philosophy
A0t G o, (j[‘ ' } S Chorces'™ nerged as an urticulate diseopline. RBut mivths have been ambig-

*\r';lllm I operplosed o

R R . R N

. )
in his bus and some ol then anti-huinan., and Santayana “prefers  the
' R LoRorinhaid i . ; V- . PR R N " ion: '
UCSC pracecdy oL S ought byth that is creatively rehandled by the poet. "A rational poet's

DAtIE ol pey ' o e o " Cxisf‘sion”\vould have the same roral functions that myth was asked
T O Kby , AR 1‘&.*~/1\“\:m i, A ful»fll, and ruHJHcd_xo treachierousive 1t would emplo;v accurately
has 1o e o Lo J' e hﬂye‘ s‘a,nje 1de»al faculties which mivth used confusedly.” But such
T IR o ,-"_w'.”}m' bu(t‘.e(;tn‘( rehandling s onl}” very rarely  successful. T.S. ‘Ellot
Ben bu o T v nd fled it, pllt the nivih in The Waste Land is a crazy quilt of
TR, ‘,.“f  “ o | | .\\Hi\t‘ mcanif:.)t.lr‘s ld'Ld\W” from tf‘)(‘ fore  of many  peoples  and opochs.‘and
WL e G e Lo Ceo it : o bo(h,dll“‘? lf (f P‘ﬁor)bt*rlt [\oqd—ha\'e referred to the "archacological”
detine tor g, b - : R R & ture ot the resulting amalgani, ity landscape of broken columns.
s action, Whiat fo ' . ,«H ‘ B R - Th: / . T . . .
. vat Vvasa was radically reshaping legend into the rational
The b, e | s odth .ot thowpoot 15 \('Ieur ;rom the analvsis of Edgerton%({vhigh
on all e et ‘-1,' (\ TR o H'A‘:,,‘,‘ptl,\’ dﬁttdb[lSh(‘S thd‘[ It s i the Glta Ihgt Krlshna, an obscure <‘hmf‘tam
Hat 1t i o o O R RN NIEE A - ancer thf‘ Veshne clan, s ‘Ior the first time escalated and given
are the views o I\.l\m " T e lw!'rl:” rewdhe dt_tnbutcs of 4 full-fledged H')OHO{hGVlSIl(\‘dlet}’. and at the
that he draps [,”HM)M"':‘ it AN g""\m w‘lﬁme tl”l(:‘,. the attributes of the Upanishadic Absolute". This
book of Alyrx d\dlx”ublj;'- [ ST I ST \‘~“vn Oneins tpr his poern the august resonance of ancient myth. But
the Gita or the fmm.. o «,:u:r_ TR SR TS BV BAN ( fmdiere Is not. the shghest dogmatism about Kr1§hr1a’s pronounce-
It attempry \4\””“,(”&" " T T R R ,’: whlduents. Omniscience Is  the professional qualification of diety
I many FeSpe oty ' NN SRR

)pathd the omniscient does not quality its assertion with expressions
difke "in my view" 2tor with the staterent that 1t is his "considered
oo best opmion" 7. Vyasa's poem was a search for certitude.

. Hnnn;‘,ﬂ\'
> never broygpy, Ot [

f
_\Ydys; "ho question PCTLGIN Gt ‘; . the i< ; - i i ]
1S 50 tlexiplen, T R A P F TR OV FTE PR ONE p w¥ishna in the Gita links certitude, astikyva., to knowledge, vijnana,
o sphit g Personulir, ”"’ ST e rase KAd wisdom, Jnana-* He tells Aryuna that he will impart to him
reters to "the S LA (S ATy R (i“”"m'erf’e understanding  which does not spurn empirical knowledge
1t has Created h't uses it to resch beyond it to wisdom, savijnana jnanam 2°
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“basic, action being understood as analogous to human decision".
grgy is more basic than matter, it i1s immaterial in the Galilean
se since it lacks inertial mass and propagates itself by a wave
ion where the waves are not the undulations of any material
Cin w wum. Energy brings in the concept of the field; the particle
llntotlrr: “/’f‘?‘”,” Ihdl»l[ has failed in getung at two kmds_of mcee merely a locus where the strength of the energy 9f the field
very important, as Hustor, Stoith ! ponts our. MScien s;high. The field thus constitutes a system and with systems
! g?o tace ot all ultimate questions’ (laspers) and 1€Y'y can begin to think in terms of an inner initiative which Sellars
problers ot lite untouched' (Wittgenstem). ded immanent causality and Dobzhansky termed internal teleo-
"Tudging  whether  lite 1 worth  hving™ dy . Though it may need considerable analytical exploranor‘\,
IR ‘ POy or s not W jo'el convinced that it would be possible to establish that Vyasa's
sl and systematic reconstruction begins with a similar field
cept. "Whatever has originated, animate or inanimate, know
iginated through the union of the field and the knower
unknown to science. linplied here i the assumption of tf:)-r "?h:a\;ieelzr"lg}gn‘ The fiel§ constitutes a system and the knower
ofdthc hurian 'pcrson and his freedorm 1o direct his m(i'e(’ om';i;the field is the focal and hierarchically apical principle which,
ana act, an the manner he  judges best. Buat this ) all s , .
> ) stems, deploys the resources of the system towards its
been denied by piufosophical positions which are othcr\“zeve 1 goa?ll. ’ PO} y
opposites. Sturt’’ has drawn attention to  this. "One 8

tells eac s are PR . sical P
> cach of ust You are w transitory resultant of phy e B But concepts of teleology and final cause have been very
ses’y and the other: 'vou are an unreal gppearance ©

lute'. Natutals AR " ey 5eerﬂ.‘o.ru;;emal to science and tll recently it has managed to derive
ate . Nawuralism and  Absolatism, antagonmistie as nus'lO”"' marvellous order of the world from utter fortuitousness thr-
< ; \',\bsollﬁh arguments which are all variations on the piquant’ model
I H . . .
‘me emp‘én by Eddington: given time a batch of monkeys strumming
world. the e 1 dentes reality u; an's hist typewriters would be able to reproduce all the sonnets of
/ . Soworld ot esvolution, natural hastory and N espe louy
A major task of umy cvalietion ot g Sehopharal@ woullkespeare. But Elsasser, Lecomte du Nouy, .Bertalanify and
: voevaluation of the Maha is pfers have shown that the time that has elapsed since the format-
to examine how {ar Vyasa was able to redeerns rdns of | : - - .
and his hic, from thee don] our galaxy and the size of the Einsteinian universe are
. x, S ; s double denal. S -,;Uy inadequate for the fortuitous formation of stable nucleic
artre 7* has contributed o valuuble  claritieatiof -enzyme systems or protein molecules absolutely essential
by distinguishing  between  the Precise e taphy sical con®hy Jite! The Gita distinguishes between iwo aspects of nature
freedom and the popular and Historic al <0H‘"W develope ptwo levels in her operations: atomistic and holistic; segmental
ST W . P . .
;]tz;s Ilf::‘helé)'rnt;uld ’tok be ’:)r(-v' does not mearn 't Obllef “tod mtegtral; n}echar;lstllcally\ causa}i a:d ox'eijarchmgly teleological.
_ < ut rather 'by oneselt to determnne onse ure at the lowerlevel 1s.Apara Prakrti and nature at the higher
(in the broad sense ot choosing). The techinncal and phlll?son;l Is Para Prakrti: the latter 1s designated as the cre%tor
g?,:;c;‘j):a]otwgﬁsdmu means only the autonomy of phm;fj' Ydérsu(?te;u;er of lifc—;.” _Ser}ious dilffxculties being repear:edly enco-
mj : » Choices are hidden in interiorities €d today In reductionist analysis are prompting the adoption
visible only in action which, dgain n the preocise mC‘t,aphsia similar perspective, for the only solution seems to be to
ignse, 15 generating the physical motion of matertal obje¢ Prporate immediate causes into final causes which latter are
135;2 cte;::lqg an e.vem. In the Galilean Newtonian s<'hcr2§;] ‘l)t; overarching directvionalmes. Kascer40 asserts that science
or bulled éépi“ty. for self-movement and moves only W ; "keden leld. astray by its dog_mauc a'dherence. to linear, single-
! Y an extrancous forcey man too s made up o6 fked, unidirectional causal lines. Wright4!points out that '"the
}r\sgce thﬁ various deterninistic schemes  like boha\‘iou”se £€¢ of possible control mechanisms and their interdependence
b Uecftr-t € seeming initiative of man to  hehaviour dC‘_ve' SO complex that it is difficult to distinguish cause from ef-
.L’)i(ilie55&;530\5{{0“;&. :{Hd deny his psyche and its thltlf-il“ - With feedback, says Urquhart 42"causality flows round a
L1l ¢ trmed: "The iving organism s psychologicd 3#@ making ambiguous the distinction between cause and effect”.
1t s a development from a nature which N pw‘»}wphyst(‘al"' YPably the best summing up of this new perspective comes
emer ; - . ’ : ; i i
realitgizg azhpsy<,tni>ﬁ)r1y51<ql when the discovery of quantum p i Weissa3 . He rejects reductionism because, while there is
oroughly b

: | A demiolished  the mechanistic deter “’phenomenon in a hving system that is no! molecular, there
of classical physics, |

Young 3% lution-
; “lassic immarises the revolu
tmplicit in the present .- i

Established as 1t on o scat as unshakable as o rock IS th;n

wi10 has arrived at faith through knowledge and w 1sdom’
IS because science pited up  knowledge and  did not ass!

. a b i
Camus,* 4 "amounts  to answering  the  fundamental QUeSer
philosophy".  This  combines the perspective ot both Tasp
Wittgensten, a perspective which, accordimg to thetin was

be., combine in assuring us that
Sturt calls Naturalism s sorence
i1s  the transcendentalistn which

personality s
OF sorentsmy and

that action rather  thal
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wandered i . 4

developed ltr:)tobrit:e t(:)pl.(' ‘On _[he contrary, 1t was conceived and

of a war which g“as g (ll”,"‘x and solution the dharmic dilemma}

this perception. F oth just and pernicious”. | would develop:
. For the understanding of Vyasa's prumacy

a poet, it is essenti ;
1al i
to note that Arjuna's traumatic shock ¥ %

to recover his resol e epic and that, in helping
esolution, the discourse redeems the poeM ™

the battle-fi K i
he e-field blocks the action of tt
by unfreezing

the episodic . N )
shock. prsodic movement abruptly frozen by Arjuna’s

And for lorat- )
it is equally Csl{lldt‘r.stdndlng Vyasa's ultithacy as a philosophefs
sential to note how he derives the imperative

for Arjuna's actj ,
act | A .
lon which redeems him and redeems the action

of the epic. Maslow? b
p aslow” -an help us to understand this. "The questions

that .
very [;;:)gpelfy ‘}(S)k t:n' the sg‘arrh for identity, real selt, etCq
ught' questions. What ought [ to do” What ought_

I to be? Ultimat
: el . .
what he ought to do y, the best way for a person to dlSCOVer

the path to ethical an

d valu isi ‘ .
tness, e decisions, to wiser choices, to ough

IS via ' ! 1

e he\s;:g;; avbla thhg discovery of facts, truth, reality
automatic and epiph out his own nature ... the more cffortless
Arjuna is Perp!exepdpazntoomihha-lt I:,ecome his value choices". Whe!
urse proceeds to show that dtheeazzaﬂs :2,' ohna i s
na'tgre of reality, and the nature of mar STI:O‘ be
crisis of a Kierkegaaridian kind. To be b .
has to be instructed ' of o

sought in ¥
15 an ex1ste""al
. deemed fron Arju
Vot r
o e jnstructed in th? meaning of existence, \khld\’has ot
ches back to the 01. the dc:ivem of man on the carth, but stret”
: : rigin and evolution of :
S . ‘ the w {
intentionality behind their origination. The o i

will im )

e fine pfl(;/r arr:]aenndhlczr Ejidlt'too and 1t 1s i the light of both, whi

. ) - ntity ’ N . . °

his action, what he should do).’ who he is. that he has to choos€

origin, if moaningf_ul'

The basic teachi » .. .
on all issueSS“Birt:si?f“ng of the Gita is that man has to decid®
that it is a total los and some people have promptly decided
are the views of [)S[)dny Ny Yoy look at 1t. For instance, thes®
that he drags himJ”. KosambiZ“1t s with a great reluctan
book of Marx avau»svil 10 consider it ut all because, with the
the Gita or the Bd'ble’ hf cannot understand why any one needs
it attempts a Synthle C. cooming on the former, he finds that
In many respects muilS of many schools of thought which were
is never brought ot u?lly 'lncorrupa;ible" and "the incompatib”'ty
ways; "no question rém;'hds been interpreted in widely ditferent y
is so flexible", ft » ins of its basic validity if the meaniné
to split a personal_ts’eems far more suited to raise doubts 37
refers to "the slj Ie) than to »heal an inner division'. Kosamb‘
it has created Ppery opportunism" of the Gita and asserts that

a world of "doublethink". We will now have

15 to find out who and what he is, becausé =
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see whether the impressions that will emerge after a careful
study of the epic and its inset discourse will tally with the breezy
verdicts which a narcissistic admiration of one's own brilliance
has tossed off, dispensing with all the botheration of close attent-

ion to the text and its careful analysis.

SlOChOWeerrote about the function of the myth: "The
myth addresses itself to the problem of identity, asking, 'who
am | ?' And it proceeds to examine three important questions
that are organically related, ‘where do | come from ?' 'Where
am I going ?' and 'What must [ do to get there'? In mythic langu-
age, the problems deal with Creation, with Destiny and with
the Quest". The thought here is similar to that of Maslow, who
also said that what one ought to do can be found out only by
studying what one is, what the world 1s3 but it specifically refers
to the quest begun by the psyche through myth before philosophy
emerged as an articulate discipline. But myths have been ambig-
uous and some of them anti-human, and Santayana“prefers the
myth that is creatively rehandled by the poet. "A rational poet's
vision would have the same moral functions that myth was asked
to fulfil, and fulfilled so treacherously; it would employ accurately
the same ideal faculties which myth used confusedly." But such
creative rehandling is only very rarely successful. T.S. Eliot
tried it, but the myth in The Waste Land is a crazy quilt of
motifs drawn from the lore of many peoples and epochs, and
critics like Herbert Read have referred to the "archaeological"
nature of the resulting amalgam, its landscape of broken columns:

That Vyasa was radically reshaping legend into the rational
myth of the poet is clear from the analysis of EdgertonZQVhich
establishes that it is in the Gita that Krishna, an obscure chieftain
of the Vrishni clan, is for the first time escalated and given
wthe attributes of a full-fledged monotheistic diety, and at the
same time, the attributes of the Upanishadic Absolute". This
wins for his poem the august resonance of ancient myth. But
there is not the slighest dogmatism about Krishna's pronounce-
ments. Omniscience is the professional qualification of diety
and the omniscient does not qualify its assertion with expressions
Jike "in my view" 26or with the statement that it is his "considered
and best opinion" 27. Vyasa's poem was a search for certitude.
Krishna in the Gita links certitude, astikya, to knowledge, vijnana,
and wisdom, jnana28 He tells Arjuna that he will impart to him
the understanding which does not spurn empirical knowledge
but uses it to reach beyond it to wisdom, savijnana jnanam
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"y
Established as if on a S€at as unshakable as a rock is the ma#
who has arrived at faith through knowledge and wisdom>0 .
is _becguse science piled up knowledge and did not assimilat®
It In wisdom that it has failed in getting at two kinds of meaﬂi“g,s’

both very important, as Huston Smith3T points out. "Science ‘'fail$
in the face of all ultimate questions' (Jaspers) and leaves
problems of life untouched! (Wittgenstein)

"Judging whether life is or 15 not worth living”, wrotS
Camus,32 “amounts to answering the fundamental question
philosophy".

This combines the perspective of both Jaspers }
Wittgenstein, a perspective which, according to them, was totd y
unknown to science. Implied here is the assumption of the {eal,'"
of the human person and his freedom to direct his life, to dect s
and act, in the manner he judges best. But this freedom ha
been denied by ?hiloso;)hical positions which are otherwise Poia
opposites. Sturt33 has drawn attention to this. "One advefsarz
tells each of us: 'you are a transitory resultant of physical Proces
ses’s and the other: 'you are an unreal appearance of the AbsO”
lute’. Naturalism and Absolutism, antagonistic as they seem 10
be, combine in assuring us that personality is an ijusion”. What
Sturt calls Naturalism is science or scientism; and his Absolutis®
is the transcendentalism which denies reality to the empiri
worid, the world of evolution, natural history and man's history*
A major task of any evaluation of the Mahabharata would b€
to examine how far Vyasa was able to redeem man, his perSO“
and his life, from this double denial.

+ Sartre3% has contributed a valu

able clarification of ideds
by distinguishing between

the precise metaphysical concept of
freedom and the popular and historical concept developed froM

it. "The formula 'to be free’ does not mean 'to obtain what oné
has wished' but rather 'by oneself to determine onself to wish
(in the broad sense of choosing). The technical and philosophical
concept of freedom means only the autonomy of choice”. In thé
empirical world, choices are hidden in interiorities and becomé
visible only in action which, again in the precise metaphysi‘—'al
sense, is generating the physical motion of material objects and
thus causing an event. In the Galilean Newtonian scheme, matter
lacks the capacity for self-movement and moves only when pushed
or pulled by an extraneous force; man too is made up of matter;
hence the various deterministic schemes like behaviourism that
reduce the seeming initiative of man to behaviour determined
by extraneous force, and deny his psyche and its initiative. But
Lillie 2> has affirmed: "The living organism is psychological because
it is a development from a nature which is psychophysical”. Nature
emerged as psychophysical when the discovery of quantum phys{cal
realities thoroughly dembolished the mechanistic df!temj'lms‘t“
of classical .physics. Young 3¢ summarises the revolutno{_lt“f
implicit in the present findings that action rather thj
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Is basic! action being understood as analogous to human decision",
‘E:Znergy Is more baSIC' than matter, it is smmaterial in the Galilean
Jense since it lacks inertial mass and propagates itself by a wave

3

called immanent causa

iInttilative which Sellars
logy .

lity and Dobzhansky termed internal teleo-

it may need considerable

es;ablnsh that Vyasa's

concept, "What e

( ever has originated, animate or inanimate,
1t 1o have origin

; ated through the union of the field and the knower
of the f'leld"38. The field constitutes a system and the knower
of the field is the focal and hierarchically apical principle which,

in all systems, deploys the resources of the system towards its
telic goal.

But concepts of teleology and final cause have been very
uncongenial to science and till recently it has managed to derive
Mthe marvellous order of the world from utter fortuitousness thr-
ough arguments which are all variations on the piquant’ model
given by Eddington: given time a batch of monkeys strumrmngf
on typewriters would be able to reproduce all the Soninfetsar?d
Shakespeare. But Elsasser, Lecomte du Nouy, _Bertalan y d
others have shown that the time that has elapsed since the format
ion of our galaxy and the size of the Einsteinian umlversedzlgz
totally inadequate for the forn_:itous formation of stelibe m:ential
acid-enzyme systems or protein molecules absolutely fesfwature
for life. The Gita distinguishes between two aspeqts. o ature
or two levels in her operations: atomistic and holistic; ]se(;glm nt
and integral; mechanistically causal and pverarchmgly iettre\e c:\gl her.
Nature at the lowerlevel isApara Prakrti and nature a the higher
tevel is Para Prakrti; the lattgr is c}esxgngted as the r
ed sustainer of life.39 Serious difficulties being (epeatedly enco
32tered today in reductionist analysis are prompting nt]rsme tgd%itxc:r;
of a similar perspective, for ;he or}ly solution s:_sCh oo e 1o
incorporate immediate causes Into final causes whi h Jatter are
realy overarching directionalities. .Kascerao assertsl' Clence
has been led astray by its ?o%matxcwidgﬁff?gzi;& ci?ﬁa:;\at §the
g idi ional causal lines. i ints
-E:r:g;edc;f u;g:isriitl?: control mechanisms and thglr mterdependencfe
ire so complex that it is difficult to d'xstmgu;_sh cause from ef-
ect". With feedback, says Urquhart 42"causality flows round "a
sircle making ambiguous the distinction between cause and effect".
Probably the best summing up of this new perspective comes
from Weiss43 . He rejects reductionism because, while there is
no phenomenon in a living system that is not molecular, there
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Is none that is only molecular. The molecules of the cell, while,
functlompg as parts of the cell, behave in ways which cannOt‘
t')e exPlglned except in terms of the cell as a living system. The
more' in ho}lstlc systems "does not at all refer to any meas-
urable quantity in. the systems themselves; it refers solely tO
the necessity for the observer to supplement the sum of state-
ments that can be made about the separate parts by any such
agdltlonal statements that will be needed to describe the collec”
tive behaviour of the parts, when in an organised group. In carry-

Ing out this upgrading process, he is in effect doing no moré -

thaq restoring_ information content that has been lost in the prog-
ressive analysis of the unitary universe into abstracted elementss
In his triune scheme of a divine prior intentionality, a Para Prakrti
or nature as integral Logos or total design, and an Apara prakrti

as short-term,_ unilinear and immediate causality, Vyasa was
presenting a unitary universe.

Yyasa's biology thus develops from his physics; just as$
there is knower of the field in every field that is an ,inanimate
or ammatg system in nature, there is a knower of the unifi
gne’ld.thatlxs nature in its entirety, or the universe. It is the direct"
u_)nahty given by this knower that has guided nature in her evolu-
tion t}l! she produced man, in whom the electrical and chemical
sensitivity of particle and molecular systems and the sentience
of annmgls develop into consciousness, self-consciousness an
the possibility of conscience. Vyasa's psychology also maintains
evolutionary continuity with biology and physics. He is fully aware
that in her massive thrust towards proliferating speciation, nature
has used mechanistic procedures; the modalities (gunas) of naturé
tend to work w.ith an automatism that encroaches into the freedom
of man; organisms, including men, often behave as if they are
mounted on, worked by, a machine (yantrarudha). Scientism froze
itself here, read the mechanistic-deterministic pattern as ultimate
and evqlveq theories - reflex automatism, the fixed action pattern
of the instincts, the determination of the cerebral by the subcere-
bral, of the conscious by the unconscious, of the ego by the id.
Frgud'§ revelations about the convenient lapses of memory, ratio-
nalxs.aquns and passive absorption of the commendations and
prohll?lthhS of the social ambience as a conventional morality
are indeed very revealing. But Vyasa has equally penetrating
analyse§ about the devious manner in which the insatiable id-domi-
nated libido can subvert the higher faculties developed by evolu-¢
tion. The Gita gives the precise theoretical analysisa and it can
be shown that many of the characters and episodes in the epicC
are s.ubst'antiating case histories. But while Freud accepts this
situation -as-ultimate, post-Freudian psychology (Horney, Sullivan,
Maslow, May, Rogers, Frankll, Fromm) sees in it onl,y dangers

"Mlock and his colleagues in their Gaia Hypothesis
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that one should be alert to and that can be overcome. Maclean
"sums up this.sober appraisal. "The neocortex with its.prob'lem
of interpreting the feelings of the old brain might _beixmagln'ed
as being in a position analogous to that of a psychiatrist trying
to analyse and explain the emotional feelings of the patient.".
This is what Krishna tells Arjuna when the latter asks how one
can resjst the tremendous pressure exerted by the id-dominated
libido.“® Man has to act from the level of his higher self which
is his highest identity, with that skill in action which can discri-
minate what is of moment to the self from what is not. The
Gita's higher self, thus, is not just a psychiatrist, but a logothe-
rapist.

The concept of Logos essentially -means that the world
is the Word made flesh or, to use the almost identical Vedic
idiom, it is a Vangmaya, a meaningful, semantic utterance. Paley
saw design in the convergence of myriad causes towards effects
that seemed clearly designed. Decried for over a century, this
perspective was revived in the early years of this century by
Henderson®®and systematically developed in recent years by Love-
which sees
in the ancient Greek reverence for Earth as a divinity an attitude
that can be fully endorsed by science if it ceases scoffing and
pays attention to the precision with which myriad processes
and lines of causality interlock to maintain conditions that sustain
life. Vyasa not only stresses the grand, benign ecology of the
world-system, as in this rather belated thinking of our times,
but proceeds to derive absolute imperatives for man from it.
"From food springs all life; food is born from rain; rain emerges
from the other-regarding, altruistic action (of the sun that evapora-
tes the sea into clouds)'. (Gita, HI. 14). Bracket any natural
process and one finds that it points towards a teleological goal
far beyond its frame. God trunders at Job. "Hath the rain a
father" Who has begotten the drops of dew? Declare if thou
knowest all". Vyasa wants man to adopt the imperative which
deity has freely accepted, which nature too follows. "He -who
does not work here to help turn the wheel thus revolving leads
a sinful life, rioting in the senses; he lives in vain". And he uses
a very homely metaphor to clarify the manner in which man
should work. "The righteous who eat the remains of the sacrifice
(live on what is yielded to all including themselves by their altrui-
stic action for others) are freed from all sin. But sin do they
live and feed on who cook only for themselves". The whole philo-
sophy of economic activity which Adam Smith riveted to uninhi-
bited pursuit of self-interest in his wealth of Nations (1776)
and which seems now to be accepted by the whole world - undeve-
loped, developing and developed - is challenged and the possibility
of a radcial reordering of human society affirmed here. A modern



22 .
India Past and Present

fr‘:g:gﬁ“holn 9: the Mahabharata should discuss this perspectivt
thore gisyal thew of the redemptive promise latent in it am
there vast contemporary literature, where disenchantmen

ope curiously blend, which can be drawn upon for annotation

The plot which is the metaphor of th furthe!
subtleties here. The Pandavas wozld have lfee?rocftulr)?siUStiﬁe‘
Lq rcejsxgnedly accepting the final arbitrament of war when theif
t;‘ng om was not returned to them after they had complet

eir terms of exile. But that realm had been enlarged by imperi
c?nQUest and it was the show of affluence at the ceremoni
c:h sdqzeramty (Rajasuya) that inflamed Durydhana and led
t»e iIce game and, after a long gestation, to the war. The percep”
tons of Schumacher -- enough is good; more than enough is evils
small is beautiful can be seen in the epic too. Krishna commit$

the five Pandavas to accept just a village each in' lieu of the

rgalm and it is bgcause even this minimal demand is spU"“ed
lt'kat war becomes inevitable. Likewise, while Yudhishthira behaves,
ke an absolute monarch during the dice game and regards the
state as private propérty which he can dispose of in any manne’

he likes, the instruction of Bhishma convinces him that he isj

%:\.ly’ a steward with far more responsibilities than rights 3
thls i1s the changed political outlook in the reconstruction ©
e realm after the war. These valuable pointers to the ideal

ordering of polities have scarcel : d
ever be uo-
ents of the epic. y been noticed by the st

\2!

5
ctiv (f)rtega y Gasset Wrote: "We need a comprehensive perspe”
ve, loreground and background, not a maimed scenery, a horizoh
stripped of infinite distances. Without the aid of th,e cardin
points we are liable to lose our bearings".

and orgiﬁiése‘il‘? t\_/yasa began with natural history, with inorganic
and pobitical o du ion. Whgn we reach the plane of the econom™
heaves ijtself ;bermg of life, we reach the level where evolution?
man has been ove natural history to man's history and sif
endlessly, this igslven lthe freedom to renew and enrich his beink:
"history is the tex? plane of momentous possibilities. For Bubeh
encounter, the te ture of reality, the texture of the divine-human
genci c;f historx ure of revelation and redemption”. The contin”
Eliot fwrites- "A)' are basx.c to redemption. That is why T.5-
time, for hist people without history is not redeemed froM
! Ory is a pattern of timeless moments"; that 15
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moments in time endowed with enduring significance by the choice
of men in the light of an ultimate concern. The transcendent,
though not of time and place, incarnates in moments in time
and place. "History is now and England, "wrote Eliot: wartime
England, with dive-bombers raining death from the sky. This
is precisely the lesson that Krishna taught Arjuna: history, action
in time that reaches beyond time to realise enduring value, is
now and here, in Kurukshetra, the battlefield. Krishna affirms
that history is not a casual flux but deity's program and whenever
it drifts into anarchy, there is an epiphany of the divine to correct

is course.

It is In Berdyaev,”not in any Indian scholiast or philosopher,
that 1 find perceptions about history that are quite independently
arrived at but perfectly echo those of Vyasa. "History in the
true sense of the word could neither exist nor be conceived on
the isolated basis of divine freedom or divine necessity on the
one hand, or again, natural necessity, on the other. The exclusive
existence of the divine necessity, the divine principle or the
divine freedom would make history begin with the Kingdom of
God, and there would therefore be no history. Similarly, the
exclusive action of natural necessity would result in a meaningless
chain of exterior facts devoid of all inner fulfilment, and all
tragic and dramatic design". Vyasa also affirms that man can
and should emancipate himself from the automatic modalitiés
of nature which do linger in his biological inheritance. And prob-
ably his most importrant affirmation is that man has been given
ontological autonomy, that he is the one responsible for his own
redemption or fall; at the end of the discourse, Krishna tells
Arjuna that he has to decide by himself his response - whether
it be withdrawal or action - to the challenge of history. Berdyaev
believes that the historical process has "its origin in the depths
of the Absolute, in the divine life itself"; and Vyasa also affirms
that there is an epiphany of the divine in the recurring crises
of history. If, however, this is the ultimate determinant of events,
man's freedom will be illusory or at least pointless. Berdyaev
here fully conserves the freedom of man, but it becomes trans-
formed into a great responsibility. "In order to grasp the mystery

of the ‘'historical', 1 must have a sense of it and history as someth-

ing that is deeply mine, that is deeply my history, that is deeply
my destiny. 1 must situate myself within historical destiny
and it within my own human destiny. The presence of the histor-
ical destiny then becomes revealed in the very depths of the
human spirit". When Berdyaev affirms that the historical process
has "its origins in the depths of the Absolute, in the divine life
itself" and also that man should assimilate historical destiny
into his own personal destiny, the profound integral meaning
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is that history is deity's ~
: s program which ¢ :
deity and man working togethegr. ich can be fulfilled only by

54

Bible :eSChbel wrote: "all human history as described in the
or bett ay be summarls¢d in the phrase: God in search of man".
Jones55erh’a:ve sthquld thmk.m sZerms of a double search, as Rufus
never seen igu thlt. Thhe Gita *® affirms this with a poetic ardour
to the iilimined ed philosophies of schoolmen. "I am most dear
in a passage eh’ evoted person and he is dear to me".>’ And
me pri "gd where eve“ry stanza ends with the musical refrain,

ya, "gear to me", Krishna describes the characteristics

of men who have b . : - .
of their being. ecome the friends of deity by the integrity

designB\?v(IE\?\é}S]e irsnatr;‘ ha;'b.egn given freedom, the fruition of deity's
the cooperation fe tvinisation of history is possible only with
his eaoperati o" man. This is why Paul regarded himself and
his cof Gigta _Sas workers together with God".”® The last verse
o e uneraxn notb the utterance o_f either Krishna or Arjunad,
ran the uttera ce about them by Sanjaya, the witness and rappor-

unfo dmg history. "Wherever there are Krishna, the master
o.f Yoga and Arjuna, the bearer of the bow, there wil,l be prospé-
rlt)_', victory, progress and stablised justice; such is my conv?ctio g
Delnty Is Yogesvara, master of Yoga which the Gita itself defines
as "skill in action[karmasu kausalam]' and which traditional
aohr;\:r\gntz;ry has lummously‘c.larified as "skill that discriminates
vive}a;szu mlome?t to the spirit from what is not [qtmanatma-
viveka-ka sr(;:rg] . Bfut deity can only inspire man with the illumi-
b e intp ct of such action; he does not set right history
oY, dire ;h rusive intervention from above. Realising the inspir-

n the plane of the Incarnate, material world is the respOﬂSi'

bility and privile -
: ge of man who is’ Dhanurdha

. . ra the
Instrumental efficacies of the incarnate world » possessor of

be a fren aite, S phus open-ended, Redemption is not going {©
with the dee’est as to pe earqed, It is conditional on man acting
partner of de?t hm.teg”t)’ which is the way of acting as the
that Vyasa mayc;e Kls' for stressxr_\g this momentous conditionality
assurances. and madenSShn‘a refrain from giving any unqualified
image that abides _~hanjaya draw the lesson. Further, the final
Is that of the poet s“'/llr: us, hauntingly, when we finish the epiC
the entire chivalri Ihouetted against the battlefield where almost
hands | cry aloud g order of Bharata perished. "With uplifted
of ethical integrit ut no one listens to me. 'lt is from conduct
You who deSiregthe)rln tr‘l,aht !.)Ot,h sustenance and pleasure spring:
grity?" 60 Vyasa believed Y is it that you are not devoted to inte-

Veéd In redeemed history, not in an after-life

"y

The Mahabharata and Modern Man 25

where compensations would be made for the frustrations of this
life. And the message of the epic is that the life of integrity
would not be a life of deprivation. It can assure the sustenance
for living for everybody and also yield genuine happiness. But,
in the Asuric (demoniac) type Vyasa etched in acid the portrait
of .the man whose idea of the self is essentially that of a self-in-
oppositjon, who embarks on a predatory attack on the who!e
world. Duryodhana was of that type and his career ended in
the blood-sodden sands of Kurukshetra. With the possibility of
man himself ending his career on earth cindered in the crater
of a nuclear bomb, we have to ask ourselves whether we have

turned ourselves into demons.

With the tall, tense figure with upraised arms directly
addressing us, Kurukshetra becomes the whole modern world,
we, mankind, replace Arjuna, and Krishna steps back to let his
creator come forward and fling at us the challenge of a query,
a deep-probing, vast-spreading interrogation that takes in all
the ends of human existence. Like Arjuna, we have to decide
by ourselves how we shall answser that query.

The Mahabharata is one of the greatest legacies, not only
of India, but also of the world. But it seems 1o be also the one
which is being forgotten with accelerating speed. We need an
evaluation that points up its vibrant contemporary reference,
brings out clearly its redemptive message. And poor talent has
to show the presumption to attempt this since the intellectual
elite is preoccupied with the minor poets of other lands.
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!atter's dubious legacy: the Raj with its predatory instincts,
its pplicy of continuous and unabashed aggression against (China's
frontlers. t or the record, it is as old as the birth of the People's
Republlg ir) 1949 or more precisely its 'liberation’ of Tibet which
came within the year. Peking insists that New Delhi's inheritance
of ill-gotten gains far outstripped its legitimate rights or claims
on .the frontier. In other words it must not only live down its
somewhat qpcstiunable bequest  but  also disqorqlv larqe chunks$
of territory it now claims so as to come to terms with its power-
ful neighbour.

Sadly for Peking, the boot 1s on the other leg. The aq()randi‘
sement zmd resultant expansion of China's t mpire to ats farthest
known territorial himits under its last reigmng dynasty, the Ch'ing
[1648-1912], -is universally acknowltedged. In our immediate neigh-
bourhood, Tibet and Sinkiang apart, the Manchu writ was $ai
to run over Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim as well as Burma and the
states of Indo-China. For sure, imperialism does not always travel
aboard men-of-war across the high seas. A

\.Nithin the limited perspective of our land frontiers, the
story s at once fascinating as well as revealing. Both in the
narth-east in the case of the much-raligned  MeMahon [inE"
and thf‘ \_Nestom sector where §adakh's, and Kashmir's'houndaries
were (ntimately involved, the British bent over t)a(l‘kwards to
be gnusually qenerous. And for the most part, ot lndn‘a‘-s expense:
In Europe, the accepted norm is that the perfidious Albioh fights
to the last of his Allies' soldiers - and their equipment. In oul
case, no sacrifice, territorial or otherwise. was considered too
great to subserve passing imperial exigencies. The Chinese pocke-
ted most of the gains - at our expense! |

11

. The evolL_Jtion of the eastern frontier and the McMahon
Line are relgtlvely better known. It would suffice, therefores
to rt_afer to it somewhat briefly. One interesting facet of this
frontier has been that as late as 1910-11, there was no Chinesé
presence here. Later, in 1913-14, when the tri-partite talks were
held' n Snmla—Delhi, the British made signal, and indeed significant,
terntor‘lal concessions to meet Tibetan religious susceprtibilitie&
Thus Sl.r Hgnry McMahon, the British Plenipotentiary, explaining
the dglmeatlon - not demarcation - of the India-Tibet boundary
underlined that it followed:
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except where it crosses the valleys of the Taron,
Lohit, Tsangpo, Subansiri and Njamjang rivers = for
a short distance near Tsari, the northern watershed
of the Irrawaddy and the Brahmaputra rivers.

Near Tsari, it teft the watershed so as to include
in Tibet the course of the sacred pilgrimage route
known as Tsari Nyingpa ['old Tsari'] which is used
every year in large numbers by Tibetans ... {also]
the village of Migyitun to which the Tibetans attach
considerable importance.

As for Tso Karpo and Tsari Sarpa [mentioned in his note
to the L onchen)

it is probable that both places are either on the main
watershed which forms the boundary or to the north
of it, but should thes pe found to be within a day's
march on our side of the boundafy as now shown,
it has been agreed that the boundary line will be altered
so as to include themv in Tibet. No difficulty should
be found in doing this because our evidence tends
to prove that there is a wide continuous tract of uninha-
bited country along the south side of the main water-
shed.2
In the quarter century that elapsed after it had been drawn
and for a variety of reasons into which it is not necessary to
go here, the McMahon Line remained confined to the archival
records in New Delhi. Worse, when 'rediscovered’ in 1936, India
developed cold feet on the question of making it effective on
the ground. Assam's then Governor, Sir Henry Twynam, was
less than enthusiastic. Occupying the Tawang tract in the extreme
west of what is now Arunachal Pradesh, he argued, would be
tantamount to the pursuit of a 'forward' paolicy which wauld
‘inevitably alienate' Lhasa ‘'without any particular advantage'
to New Delhi. Besides Tawang had 'always been oriented towards
Tibet ethnographically, politically and in religion. 3
The interesting point about Twynam's reasoning was not
that he made a strong case of it but that New Delhi itself was
not unimpressed. Indeed the then Governor General, 1 ~rd Linlith-
gow, confided in the Secretary of State that:

there is much to be said for his [Twynam's] proposal
. both on general and financial grounds particularly
as he thinks that a boundary on the Se La would not
only cost about one-fourth of the expenditure estimated
to be necessary if we were to decide eventually to
go right up to the McMahan Line and include Tawang-

4
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which came in i
of the first Antrl)obeghg as a separate political entity in the waked
hed Tibet and éhi\:;‘sl, ;‘;follfy that was involved. Its frontiers touc-
v ) ar tlung domin in Ke : nde
The British as susorains of Qxhe 10n in Kashgar and y arkande
a major attracti . '
Asia Jto theti;di'.;g\” t)ﬁf“(J the prospect of opening the heart 0F*
4 fong. and fam’ merce. In the context of our limited purviewﬁ
and to an Ctiyntcog‘lJl‘CG?(”(ﬁ story of the evolution of L adakh's ;
B two pointe f;‘l ) ashmir's northern  frontier, needs ernphaSis,
of the Mahamiiﬂh One, an amitial anviety to define the limits
far as the t'lékj‘i: terrttory {and open 1t to tradel Two, in $0 -
had imaqi{wd“'a v::lrl[::ud oul to be much more comple than they
ac v i ness to barter away suce \ i ims -
as appeared 10 be incomenent. 1 such territorial claim ;‘

3
Dogra ruler were concernedsy

To ’ i S
on their trt()f;(t)l\r” Y:'lth the b(’()ll\!)lll(}, hardly had the ink dried
to lay dov;n ’thv;” (‘\Ma‘ha;taja Gulab Singh than the British decided
> exac imits of his ;

Alexander C : i Vs territory. They appointé

sioners ;1;[22’;]nqt]dr7) and P.A. Vans Agnew as Hounda)ry ggmmis'

the Bri'tish u)ﬂ; 4[w1\th the task of demarcating a boundary betweel

Singh's [adakh”or?l(yk of lz:'y]au{ and Spiti on the south and Guiab

) - e north; besi = ,

in the west and Tibet )qudeg, a boundary between Ladakn
on the east! In a letter to the 'Vizir of

Lhasa - Gartope' as
¢ ; pe' as early as Auqust 4, 18 )
General spelt out what he was at)?)ut: 1046, the tndian Govern®”

As i [
the ltiuu:rfjarr‘i(:: [dm‘mpd expedient  to settle  definitely
ceded to His\H'Ur th.(‘ castward of the countries thus
now determined t“) mess Maharajah Goolab Singh, | have
in ordor‘ that’([r (,),depu“‘ two of my confidential officerse
agents of My (il Orunction with the confidentia
the territories " fs ould ‘“}‘ down the boundary between
of its depender 07 the British  Government and those
pendents and the territories of Mah GS.
As it
the Qreft utﬂrierii[oodf that the territories belonging to
Excellency's (E‘)Of of China and which are under Youl
Government and e;nment adjoin those of the British
to the friendl ° | Fhe Mah GS and with a due regard
British Govemy alliance now subsisting between the
thirk it TRMent and. the tmperar of China, | now
necessary to inform Your Excellency of the

deputation of m .
in view. y officers and of the objects they have

I have to .
( sic ) to f:j’;prcss my 'hOpe that YE will see fitting
pute confidential agents to point out tO
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my officers the exact limits of the Chinese frontiers
in order that no interference be exercised with the
territories of your high and esteemed government

It is not the desire of the British Government to intrude
into the China territory, or to ask for admittance
except to such marts as are open to, general traders
of other countries or to secure exclusive privileges

for its subjects. ...

Determined that his efforts did not go astray, the GG
wrate ta sir John Davis, British Imperial Commissioner in Hong
Kong, who under the terms of the Treaty of Nanking (1842) was
authorised to communicate on matters of state with his Imperial
Chinese counterpart stationed at Canton:

As 1 am led to understand that Thibet is immediately
under the authority of the Imperial court at Peking
| have to request that YE will be pleased to communic-
ate the contents of the present correspondence to
the officers of HIM, and that you will take such mea-
sures as to you may appear best calculated for securing
the co-operation of the Chinese authorities and more
particularly the objects of the Commission so far
as they are connected with the countries subject to
the Empire of China.

Davis was no less explicit in his letter ta His Excellency
Keying, High Imperial Commissioner:

Since the British territory and also the hilly country
of Cashmere belonging to a dependent ally of Great
Britain are now conterminous with that of China it
becomes extremely desirable to cultivate a friendly
and beneficial intercourse in order that troubles and
misunderstandings may be effectually prevented. As
GB has supreme power in India she can as the friend
and ally of China prevent the dependent states of
China as well as her own subjects from transgressing
the laws of mutual friendship. But in order to do this
effectually it becomes necessary to ascertain the
exact boundaries which divide the Thibetain territory
from that pertaining to GB and from that also which
has been conferred on Goolab Singh. This Prince being
dependent on GB can be consequently controlled by
the British Governr.ent provided that the boundaries
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are ascertai . . ‘
be imposgitt?;:ea; But without such precaution, it will 3
standings. prevent serious disputes and misundef- The British Envoy wrote back post-haste to clear up what

he perceived now threatened to upset his apple cart:

otk oeksme

The Right ' .
J Hon'ble the Governor General perCGiV‘"q With regard to the frontiers, it surely was not to affix

this i

has jgr?t ditszlr:lomuisss['o preserve external peace and amity, any new boundaries but merely to ascertain the old
Lhasa requestin tcr))ners to the Viceroy of Thibet ot ones that commissioners were sent to .Lhasg. The Gover-
to settle the exga t at HE will appoint proper officer nor General expressely declared his wish that the
bordering not onlc boundaries of the Chinese territory 'exact limits of.the Thibetain frontler may be pointed
on those which hyav:[ bthe British possessions but al?l‘: out with the view of preventing any enqroachmeqt'.
thus be obliged to een conferred on GS who W The .Viceroy of Lhasa will doubtless be more willing

to make known the ancient limits than to incur the
g his strat . _ chances of future misunder;t.anding by leaving the
strateqy in handling the hyper-sensitive Chinesé point uncertain. 1f the British government in India
were not to be informed of the ancient boundaries

how would it be possible to prevent mistakes and encro-

respect the Chinese frontiefee

Outlinin
Davis notead:

;eac:(;i:; I;f necessary to avoid awakening the Chinesé achment?1?

appealed o its eochmENt at the same time he 4 - . _

The hint to the Pr8v§¢l|ng desire for security and peace. 4 In reply, the Chinese Commmussioner now perceptibly shnf;ed

directly with peEQ”t"_‘ge”cy necessary of communicating 1y his ground. He was - was he not? - a little too far away to decide
iNg 1s calculated to promote exertions for Lhasa:

of the Chinese Minister at Canton.
I conceive Y It is, however, difficult to find out what was the state
the Vicer our Lordship's objects in the missiof to of the former commerce and what were the conditions

Oy of Tibet to be twofold. First the exact of these regions as well as the nature of their inhabit-

ascertai
nment and settlement of the mutual fronti€rs ants.

and se i
ourse \CN?{‘:'Y{h the t_astabhshment of commercial interc" . . .
e Chinese territory aon an equal footing ... the great minister is not a high officer of Thibet.

With the neighbouring states. 13 The country is moreover distant and our commissioner
at Thibet therefore who is on the spot may deliberate
and manage this affair and then memorialize the Empe-
ror on the subject. [ the great Minister will also faith-
fully transmit to my Sovereign the whole tenor of

The British Envoy' i

' . y's f
Chmesfe Commissioner at Carltif);
in which he pleaded

communication to the lmperial
int ; was sent on November 18 (1846)
er alia how ‘extremely desirable’ it was

'to cultiv i
sary to :s[:erata‘;:e?:éy and beneficial intercourse' and how 'neces- the last despatch of the Hon'ble Envoy. 16
British as well as GS's deXH.Ct‘ boundaries' that divided Tibet from
ominions. : Meanwhile the GG in India was getting irked by delays
The Chinese repl which he had not anticipated. As his first two-man m‘ission drew
eply of January 13 [received three days later] a blank] The decided to despatch .another. Davis accordingly wrote

was argumentative at best,

Commerce to underline tha It cited the 1842 Treaty of Maritime to inform his counterpart that the Indian potentate

t there was in fact no provision for

trade ; .
btween India and Tibet. As for the frontiers: required me to inform YE again that Cashmere having
I beg to remark that th . b_ecome a depgndent territory of Great Britain, Commis-
have been sufficientl © bhorqer of the territories sioners three in number have been appointed to .proceed
it will be best to dy and d'sl}nctly fixed, and that to the frontier and determine the old boundaries pet-
and it will prove fa here to this ancient arrangement ween that country and Thlbet.AHe therefore desujes
additional meas ar more convenient to abstain from . that commissioners should‘be a_ppomted by the querelgn
ures for fixing these. 14 of your Honourable nation in order that a mutual

good understanding may for ever be preserved. 18
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later:

too was dra

Keying's rejoinder [
A was brief
his hands clean off the entire affair: ane
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\
to the point. He washed
1

:i?\U t[f[’iaav;i]cithe“ stated t_hat it was the 'wish to ascel'tj
a0 the haim boundaries, and not to fix new ONE
Cashmere ing always carried on commercial intery

; with  Thibet, nothing new in the,
continuance of this trade' etc. %

is proposed

:T‘)ert‘x':e O(?O\;Ernment Minister forwarded a proper statés

the lmperialese matters to the Throne, and recei}le.l

ster in Thib reply Fhat the Resident Government lejl‘

had been ¢ et having been made acquainted with ity

mana ommanded to examine into this affair 8
ge accordingly; as is on record.

Z/Oourr Honourable country has now deputed officers
thep Og‘_eed to those regions. As to the way in whic
objects ought to be carried out, the Resident

Gleat 'V'N”Stel n Il”bet Wl“ Satlsia tort y a“d p' '
cto l

On January 3, 1848 i ; . ) ,
of the urgency of the mat’te?:aws reminded his Chinese counterpart

Keying
delay on China's part.

Nor

1

It is Hi i ; e
ts Lordship's wish to ascertain these boundari€s

t;z’er(‘:tzfﬂ'}‘:gini?‘ners lmutually appointed by the two Goverf
part of the %_a_ready commissioned officers on the
ho officers e Hsh Government for this purpose 2%
ment, it Wi“avt:)nq bee_en deputed by the Chinese govern
on the part of teh plain that everything has been doné
to prevent trouble Right Hon'ble the. Governor Generd
that chinese C es on the border, and it is desirable
Ommissioners be immediately deput€
repudiated the charge of prevarication much 1€88
Writing to the British Envoy four days

I

in S";,:islf::‘i?\“yh‘pemsed a memorial from our Ministel

of the summv(vg ich he stated that at the commencement

of the Commi r, he was not yet aware of the arrival )
mmissioners of your Hon'ble country.2!

were the Chinese the only offenders. Maharaja G2 .

ing hi it
Cunningham 9ging his feet. Writing from Leh on October 20 (1847)

co :
nfessed to a feeling of considerable disappointment:

India's !mperial Legacy and China's Frontier 39

in my letter No.3 of the 15h September I mentioned
that both of the Agents appointed by Mah GS had failed
to meet the Commissioner at tHanle although there
was ample time for both of them to have been there
at the date specified. Coupling their absence cn the
frontier this year with the non-attendance of any
duly appointed Agent last season when Mr. Agnew
and myself were in Ladakh, 1 am persuaded to believe
that the absence of the Mah's Commissioners on the
frontier is not the result of accident but of a designed
plan to delay, as long as possible, 1f not absolutely
to thwart altogether, the final settlement of the bound-

ary...
It was clear beyond words

either that the Maharaja himself is unwilling to have
his eastern boundary finally determined or that the
Governor of Ladakh [anxious that his proceedings
on the frontier should not be too narrowly scrutinisec]
was designedly absent in defiance of the orders of
his master.
Nor was this difficult to understand. For the Governor
may feel confident that his absence might be secretly
approved by the Maharaja himself although it might
be openly disavowed by him. z

Their protestations to the contrary notwithstanding, the
studied non-cooperation of the Son of Heaven no less than that
of Mahraja Gulab Singh was an object lesson. The Chinese, thanks
to mounting pressures by western nations on their coastal provi-
nces and the resultant humiliations to which they were now a
prey, refused to have any truck with the British on their land
frontiers. Gulab Singh had his own reasons to be suspicious of
British designs and well he might.

Despite these well-nigh fatal constraints, the two boundary
commissions succeeded in doing an excellent job of work. Their
learned reports which later took the form of books offered invalu-
able data for the geographer, the anthropologist , the historian,
and even the layman. It was to form the basis of that corpus
of first-hand knowledge of the Ladakh frontier which proved
most useful in all subsequg$t explorations and boundary making
on this part of the frontier.”Thus Lt. Strachey's map [1848] showed
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5

Meanwhile two dan

Gutset there
- was the (hre )
Russia: the Great Game'at’ actual, or potential, from Czaris

even more d posed problems ;

be raised abof{“g&reously, DhysC""'!)(Jiralrn)s[')o bti)tm Sltra[eb?;;ana
onaf -l ubts also

1847 report was EIOquent;c Ides of Kashmir's rulers. Thus Forsyth's

On the mil
it .
ary question whether Russia would €vel -

think of sendi
and the Pamdilrnqaadforce down by Khokad, or K ashgarl
an opinion; but tr;\ direct to the Indus, | do not offer
Supposed, and th at. the road is far easier than W
which would rendat it presents none of the obstacie®
sible. Colonel Ger th.e Karakoram route next to impos”
of Khiva and tohrdons report shows .. The conques
to the Oxus ca € rapid steady approach of Russié
of the Punjabtc:)ses the natives of Afghanistan, 8o
i1s that Russia is m great anxiety. The general ided
o advance stif| e rising power, that she is destin®
her, and will ¢ further, - that England is afraid of
© nothing to oppose her progress, O

to help th
. ose who
being swallowed up. would preserve themselves from

An ur
gent charge of stance was called for
I think we ought

i . to .
in the direction of make our influence paramount

Badakshan and Balkh. | would begi?

gers appeared on the horizon. At the
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by establishing an agent at Gilgit: he would be able
to gain correct information of countries which at
present are 3 sealed book to uS ... Such a movement
... would strengthen the hands of our Agent at Kashgar
and would be an indication to people of energy and

life ...

Forsyth saw doom writ large, should his advice go unheeded:
If we persist in shutting our eyes to Russia's advances,
we must at all events prepare ourselves for internal
trouble... and the whole of my experience with people
on the frontier and across it forbids my indulging

in a feeling of security.

Meanwhile Ney Elias who, in 1868, had led an expedition
to examine the channels of the Hwang-ha in China and four
years later traversed the Gobi desert for nearly 5,000 miles
joined the Indian govesnment. He now travelled over the Karako-
ram to Yarkand and suggested 'the definite determination of
| adakh's border with Eastern Turkistan'. Inter alia, he expressed
the view that the Maharaja of Kashmir wind up his post of Shahi-
dulla. True that prior to the retreat of the Chinese from Eastérn

Turkistan [1864]), the place

was held by a small body of K ashmiri troops, and
that the border was on the main line of road to Y arkand
was considered to be marked by the fort itself ...

And even thaugh he had never seen it, he understood

that it was never a position of any strength, and that
it is now in such a state of disrepair that it may be
considered entirely useless from the point of view

of defence.
The conclusion was unmistakable

under these circumstances, | see no advantage in the
Maharaja re-occupying Shahidulla either as a defensive
post or as a demarcation of the border...

Whatever the merits or otherwise of the sell-away of Shahi-

dulla proposed by Elias, a very interesting point was made regard-
ing the demarcation of L adakh's boundary with Eastern Turkistan:

In such a region of snowy mountains and glaciers it
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1 think the matter

Kashgar, and beyond the Karakoram.
threatened at atl,

may stand over - if Kashmir is
it will be from the narth-west.3?3

At the same time the question need not be raised with

Peking for

.

H. Ramsay,
in a forceful memoran

t be difficult to induce the Chinese to forego

It migh
have already assumed.

any rights there that they

Not long after Elias had ruted out 6. for Kashmir, Captain
then British Joint Cammissioner at Leh [Ladakhl,
dum pleaded to the contrary:

est [he underlined] that this frontier
should if passible
34

it was to our inter
should be now demarcated .. it
‘be placed as far north as Shahidulla ...

Commending Ramsay's Memorandum, the Resident in Kash-~
mir strongly urged that the

the whaole narthern and north-western
should not be further postponed
fer the settle-

adjustment  of
frontier of Kashmir
... [that it was] undesirable longer to de

ment of this boundary.3>

Not that it availed. For after due deliberation at the highest

levels of governments, Ramsay's proposal, as in an earlier [Febru-
36 Durand recorded

ary, 1888] instance, 'was aliowed to drop’.
the epitaph: "No present orders" and undertook to speak 1o Col.
Nisbet. >’

Vi

Meanwhile as the war of nerves with the Russians hotied

Francis Yaunghusband was pressed into service ta explore
lead across the main Karakoram

or Mustagh range. Additionally, he was o report on the general
strategical aspect of this region with a view to possible offensive
» operations by an enemy advancing from the narth.

up,
'what practicable routes' might

Briefly, his conclusions were that

ass ta the Shahidulla pass there

from the Karakoram 9
and though, in former-

is an immense glacier region,
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... whether to Afghans or Chinese ... 59
In a detailed memorandum submitted to government Young-
husband reverted to Kashmir's frontiers and recalled that in

1888 when the Kanjutis [from Hunza] raided upon S and the Kirg-
hiz asked the Chinese for assistance, the latter refused: for
'so long they lived beyond the frontier post they must not expect

protection'. No wonder

The Kirghiz accordingly came to us for aid ... 1 gave
them money to repair the small fort at S. The Chinese
at first appeared to raise no objections to this ...
subsequently, however, the Russian Captain Gromchev-
sky appeared upon the scene, and presumably at Russian
instigation the Chinese have made arrangements for
occupying S. and making it a frontier post. '

"whether we should assert what claims
to retire? And even though
the locality' there were

The crucial issue was
we have to S. and force the Chinese
Government had ‘preferable claims to

ryother constraints.

the probability
Chinese Turk-

We have to take into constderation

of the Russians eventually OUCUPYING oo
estan [and invading Kashrmirl,

tHe was conscious of acute difference of opinion

Captain Ramsay ... has pointed out the advantage
of keeping the Russians as far as possible ... Colonel
Bell who passed through S5 on his way from Yarkand
in 1887, was of the same opinion... Ney F lias, however,
was of the opinion that 5. was too far from our base
to be held effectively i is 240 miles from Leh,
and 170 miles from the furthest village in Ladakh. ...

Taking 'everything' into caonsideration

the advantage and disadvantages of pressing our claim
upon  S. would seem to be evenly balanced. On the
one hand by holding the place we should, in the event
of a Russian occupation of Eastern Turkestan, keep
our enemies well at 3 distance from Leh in peace
time; and the possession of S would afford_protection
to our trade route. But on the other hand we should
not be able to hold the place against a Russian invasion
we shauld also by now occupying S give greater

vesn
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the Russians off our Northern frontier, and should
offence to the Chinese than 1s perhaps justified by use every endeavour to make her boondaries meet
the corresponding advantage to be gamned. with those of our other puffer state Afghanistan.

AA considerable gain had already been registered: that of
preventing the Russians from staking a claim to & and thereby vil
working a wedge' between British territory and {‘thinese Turkestan:

The question as to whom & should belong 18 NOW bet- Government lost no time in giving shape and form to Young-

ween us and China., and the Russians can never get husband's recommendations. The Governor-General, lLord Lans-
g €y SH1AaNS < - . . .

a claim to it till they have had a war with Chin8 downe wrote post-haste to the British envoy in Peking:

and taken Kashgar ¢ farki
gar and Yarkand. The neighbourhood of S seems to have been at sometime

Important though S. was much more so was 'y SLrip of in.the hands of the Maharaja of} Kashmir  who had
country', the western end of Raskam, which lay 'danqeroule built a fort there and occupl'ed it for a Whl.le. We
close' to our northern frontier. It was imperative that the Russian® have since learnt thatAthe Chinese have' occupned the
should be prevented from 'getting a footing there' place, and we are quttg ready to acquiesce in theif
9 so doing. We have no desire ourselves to advance beyond

This could best be done by closing together the Afghan the Karskoram range, but we have of Fhe ot.her har'wd,

and Chinese boundaries on the Panurs, and thus shut @ V?ry gre'zat objection to Qllowmg this strip of ‘no

out Russia from a possibility of pushing down to R8- \_’T\ans'land to remain unc}lalmed and open to Russian

skam, till she has conquered the Chinese Turkesta™ incursions. Under these circumstances we think that

in which case the comparative value of Raskam wou the Chinese should be' encoura_ged to assert their agthp—

be lost. rity over the tract in question and up to the limits

of Afghan territory ... we should like to see the fron-
tiers of Chinese Turkestan conterminous with those
of Afghanistan and Kashmir, and the Chinese authority
asserted upto the nortern slopes of the WKarakoram

Should this [viz. closing of Afghan-Chinese boundarie®
on the Pamirs] prove impossible

We must either take our frontier up to the Kuen-LU: range...
mountains to include Rask: n.wst indut ' ;
the Chinese [to provoke th:n": aosr wzlsrc“av\gem Shahidu“a] : . As |df the above was not plain enough, the G.G. further
un :
to assume an efficient control over that country? erscore
Between the two, pushing Chinese claims \would see™ | do not think we can over-estimate the importance

of leading the Chinese to regard us as having interests
identical with theirs in Central ﬁsia and as liable
to danger from the same sOUrce ... :

to be preferable’

for while it would equally effect the object in VI€™

there ) . nh 8 A
course;w?tul?“i;zfmbetosaitzje i:g le?ﬂvﬁn?qesi;nw?ﬁc oné Dilating on the above theme India's formal despatch to
ee a us

. : the Secretary of State underlined:
day occupy Chinese Turkestan, and would thereforés erany

in any case gain the Pamirs, but in such a case

belt of country would ha lost it esont  values if the Chinese can be induced to definitely assert
ve lost its pr

their authority in these regions  ..the Russians will
pe prevented from encroaching towards our Northern
frontiers except at the risk of complications with
a neighbour at whose pertinacity in upholding her
territorial rights they nave already had experience

That eventuality, how : rime
ever on
to come Ys , was not likely for a long

In the meanwhile therefore we should use China #°
a buffer state in these parts with the object of keepind
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in the Kuldja dispute.42

Chinese notions of their claims to the Parmirs are wellq

brought out in the British envoy's letter to the Viceroy regarding!

the issue of a Peking passport for Younghusband required for
his [Pamir] explorations:

where that [viz. Chinese] jurisdiction ends is a matter
to be dealt with by the Imperial authorities on the
spot, and it is on this account that | purposely avoi

iIn_ my application any allusion to the Pamir regions.
[ doubt whether there exists a Chinese expression
for the Great Pamir, but at all events 1 should not
have felt justified in asserting that this district or
any part of it belonged ta China... The general term
of 'Border Regions to the west and south-west ©
Kashmir and Yarkand' which | adopted in my noté
to the Chinese Government will be amply sufficient
for all practical purposes .., 43

VIII

It is interesting that among the Instructions' given Y Of

his deputation to Chinese Turkestan in 1890 were:

You should first proceed by leh to Shahidulla and
obt'am precise information pegarding the reporté
Chinese occupation of that place.

You should then proceed to the P nir region and
you should thoroughly examine, i1 communicatio”
as far as possible with the Chinese officials, all the
coun.try upto the Afghan and Russian frontier, wit
a view to ascertaining the exact limits of Chinesé
authaority... you should endeavour to impress upon
the Chinese officials the necessity of strengthening
and asserting their occupation, so that if possibl€
there may be no grounds for alleging that any unclaimé
strip intervenes between Afghan and Chinese territories:

;]Ou s[llquld - take oppartunities of explaining to
em {viz. the Chinese] our common interests in thos€

regions and the friendly intentions of the Government
of India.ss ”

_ A
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Writing to their Resident in Kashmir on the receipt of
s letter from Leh, the Foreign Secretary made no secret of

his satisfaction that the Chinese

are taking steps in the required direction on the Kashmir
border. If the question comes up, please let the Kashmir
durbar see that you understand the Indus watershed
to be their boundary; and please instruct the Joint
Commissioners at Leh in the same sense.45 '

In a letter to Government date-lined Shahidulla, Y. explained

what its significance was:

[Situated between the Kuenlun mountains and the
Karakoram range, and near the southern foot of the
former] it is neither a town, nor a village, nor even
a hamlet, but merely a patch of grass and jungle near
which a few tents of the Karakash or Sarakiya Kirghiz
are usually to be seen, and where caravans travelling
between Yarkand and India generally . make a halt;
and its only importance is due to its position at the
northern edge of a barren stretch of mountainous
country where for 170 miles grass and fuel are almosg
unknown.

The Kirghiz who inhabit S. ... number some 40 tents,
or about 120 men, besides women and children. They
have always paid taxes and, in a loose way, been tribu-
tary to the rulers of Yarkand, but the Chinese upto
last year had never either in their former or present
occupation of Turkistan, shown any decided authority
over them or sent any official beyond the Kuenlun
mountains...

Albeit Y. noted

No Chinese official is at present stationed at S. an;‘
the fort is not occupied by Chinese soldiers, it i
clear that the Chinese have now definitely assertg
their authority over this place and the valley of tH
Karakash river .. that they consider all the territc
upto the great watershed of the Karakoram mountal
to beiong to China ... they built a fort at Suget ¥
account of its being nearest to the point to the Kal
koram range at which grass and fuel were obtainal

More
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. Y's
he noted
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W .
e have now the satisfaction of tract

claimed by a friendly power ... %6

secing  this

satisfacti at Chi .
ction at Chinese action was unquahified. It show$y

it:aalt‘Wli’;htt;;2«~((]:()€‘l}'pr ul\:m‘\ Fate, their views are ident-
upto last W‘u‘)r v:J(\ ’t]l’u» Government of Indias and whereﬂ:l
of no ) ad on our northern frontier a strelC

sattsfaction of

o man's land, we have oow  the

”;;mg lthls tract  claimed by o frendly  power, an

north ption s therefore left us of selecting, for the

re(:(woi:n (:anflor'nf Kashrmir, a well defined and easily
nzed natural boundary  which even n the eve"?t

of ety N S )
o inese Turklstfm falling mto the hands of an unfri-
Y power, is probably the best that could be chosenNs

and is one indeed
X *d which affords us an ¢ st impregn-
able line of defence. 47 s us an almos preg

Before lo isi
ng Y. visited Kashqar and after o formal exchangé

of visits with

report to

than satisfied:

On the Pamir
s too N,
what further west' and y the Chines

The

the 7 .
Amban had 4 fong interview with hime In @

his political superiors he to be moreé

showed himself

::: En?z;n‘zp(:f.‘?.”t point about 1t 1s that | QU[. frofz

the southern f;f) '?(" statement of what he consideré

o pouthe ntier of this province. This he $8
us watershed - the Karakoram range.

Nar was that all

It is i .
autho?i:”te cflfear'thal the Chinese mean to assert thell
are ConZta:uethel‘y in  that direction, for soldiers

y passing through on their way to Shah!”

dulla, and
great preparations ¢ fof
! > e are qoing forward
the construction of g fort at Suget gk

'some-

se claim line seemed

extends ; . .
westwar‘datinvtarylng distances down the valleys flowind
0 the Panja branch of (xUS... 3N

Very considerab] : d
the boundal‘y to bye ,Yeite of where we considere

the
had

intervie i
W with was

the Chinese Amban at Yarkand
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#{ quite revealing. Y had shown the Amban a map of Kashmir in

which the Karakoram and Kilian passes were marked.

He stated

the [Indian] Viceroy's opinion that

The

On

the best boundary between Kashmir and Yarkand was
that formed by the watershed of the Karakoram range.

But last year the G.G.

had been led to believe that the Chinese considered
their frontier extending only as far as the Kilian pass
... This being an unsatisfactory state of affairs ...
His Excellency was contemplating extending the Indian
frontier to the Kilian Pass, and annex all the country
situated between it and the watershed. He had since,
however, learned that the Chinese were undertaking
the protection of the trade route, and if he found
this to be really the case, he would be unwilling to

extend the frontier beyond the Karakoram range.
Amban fell into the trap so cleverly laid for him:
P' an Ta-jen, in reply, stated the Chinese had ever

considered the watershed, which he defined as a natural
[or literally in Chinese] a Heaven-made boundary,
to be the frontier between iKashmir and Yarkand,
and that the Chinese were prepared to protect the
trade route as far as that range.

forthcoming far Y

the Pamirs too, the Amban was

was informed

An interesting observation made by
report was

that Sarikol [which he said extended upto the Mintaka
pass] was under him, and the Pamira under the Taotai

of Kashgar. 4’

Elias on Youn.husband's

that no part of the proposed Chinese boundary would
require demarcation by us. All our policy requires
is a one-sided assertion of dominion by China - not
an agreed frontier between China and Afghanistan,
and the less our (overnment mix themselves up in
any measures of delimitation, the less likely they
are to arouse either Russian or Afghan jealousy. 50
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i

ts
Lansdowne heavily underscored what Elias had madelo"
I should like to accentuate what has been well 88

i ra
to (sic) Mr. Ney Elias .. we do not want accl:ﬂ
demarcation or a frontier agreement. We do ands

to encourage Chinese occupation up to Afghan i
Russian limits, 51 1
4
jons:.
Even as Younghusband explored hitherto unknown reg

. Ko ooliticsl
and wrote his exhaustive memoranda and reports while his Po\l:l; ‘
masters mapped out their strategies on the roof of the t
the youthful Maharaja of Kashmir and his Councillors Were

. . tier.
without reason, getting a little exercised over their frg: 16
with China's "New Dominion". In a memorandum of Mar
[1892], the Maharaja adduced convincing evidence:

submit”

[n 1947 {1890-91] it was known from the reports
ted ... that by the assistance of Turdikol 8 for;imsﬁr
constructed at Shahidulla Khaja. But that the C forti
receiving information about it knocked dOWnAt eher&
and arresting Turdikol carried him to Yarkands v

he is still under confinement.

On the other side of the State frontier from S.K.

. cted
at a distance of three kms [the Chinese] have e‘:o
a small fort, in which some Kirghiz men an t ardb

three Chinese officials remain as a chauki [gu

Among the evidence adduced was that about 50 y;::‘:
ago a person named Ahmed, accompanied by 38 men,hd there ;
sent to SK, who on his arrival 'erected some building® o og.
as cantonment'. After a stay of six months he had re‘”kand,g;
Later when Douglas Forsyth went on his mission tO er

2
the Kashmir authorities 'made arrangements for the supp!Y :
provision etc. up to' K. ;

Further, the memorandum underlined, in 1890-91.

. L
a Russian officer had come to visit Kashmif N:{gt'i
Russia, via Yarkand, and a Dastedar of the Stat€ y
ary Department with a number of irregulal =
was sent to SK with a letter from the Reslc"enside’
disallow the above Russian from coming to th'S ‘n

A.nd as the Russian Officer had got no Pass’)ort
him he went back.
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In conclusion, the memorandum affirmed

Under the above mentioned circurg:?tances and reasons
SK is considered the State frontier.

Nothing however, was of avail. The British as should be
evident, had already made up their mind and no reasoning to
the contrary would help. Peremptorily, the resident infcrmed
the State Council

that | do not think 1 can recommend that the question
of the occupation of SK by the Kashmir Darbar should
be opened.

As if that were not enocugh, he made it plain that as he
understood it

Both SK asnd Suget are situated in a district inhabited
by Kirghiz, who bhave for many vyears paid tribute
to China, and the water of which flows into Yarkand
territory. 53

Thus were washed out, without much ceremony, the 'Dogras'
long-standing claims to their frontier—tne posts. and the country
being gifted away to the Raj’s Chinese neighbaurs.

NOTES

1. In his letter of Januaty 23, 1959 to Prime Minister Nehru, Chou En-Lsi,
his Chinese counter-part, referred to the McMahon Line as 'a product
of the British Policy of aggression against the Tibet region of China'
which had ‘'aroused the great indignation of the Chinese people’. White
Paper I, New Delhi, 1959, pp. 52-4. Twenty-four years later at their
second round of India-China talks in New Delhi in May 1982, fu Hao,
Leader of the Chinese delegation, referred to the McMahon Line as having
been ‘delineated by the British Imperialists.’

2., These excerpts are from McMahon's memorandum to the Secretary of
State, Proc., 231 (a), in Foreign Department, Secret Ff. QOctober, 1914,
Nos. 134-396.

3. Twynam to Linlithgow, March 17, 1939 in IOR, L/P&5/12/36/23 Part
I ,

4, Viceroy to Secretary of State, August 24, 1939, in IOR, L/P&S/12/36/29v.
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a Russian ;

ary Department wg"e:nd a Dastedar of the State Milit-

was sent to g " a oumber of irregular sepoy®
With ‘a letter from the Resident 0
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In conclusion, the memorandum affirmed

Under the above mentioned circuryftances and reasons
SK is considered the State frontier.

~ Nothing however, was of avail. The British as should be
evident, had already made up their mind and no reasoning to
the contrary would help. Peremptorily, the resident infermed

the State Council

that 1 do not think I can recommend that the question
of the occupation of SK by the Kashmir Darbar should

be opened.
As if that were not enough, he made it plain that as he
understood it

Both SK asnd Suget are situated in a district inhabited
by Kirghiz, who have for many years paid tribute
to China, and the water of which flows into Yarkand
territory. 53

\ Thus were washed out, without much ceremony, the 'Dogras’
ong-standing claims to their frontier—tne posts. and the country
being gifted away to the Raj's Chinese neighbours.

NOTES

1959 ta Prime Minister Nehru, Chou En-{ai,

to the McMahon Line as 'a product
region of China'

In his letter of January 23,
his Chinese counter-part, referred
of the British Policy of aggression against the Tibet
which had ‘sroused the gqreat indignation of the Chinese people’. White
Paper |, New Delhi, 1959, pp. 52-4. Twenty-four years lster at their

second round of India-China talks in New Oelhi in May 1982, Fu Hao,
d to the McMahon Line as having

Leader of the Chinese delegation, referre
been 'defineated by the British Imperialists.’

These excerpts are from McMahon's memarandum to the Secretary of
State, Proc., 231 (a), in Foreign Department, Secret f. QOctober, 1914,
Nos. 134-396.

Twynam to Linlithgow, March 17, 1939 in IOR, L/P&S/12/36/23 Part

I
Viceroy to Secretary of State, August 24, 1939, in IOR, L/P&S/12/36/29,
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Part §. for further details see the author's McMabon tine and After
Macmillan, 1974, pp. 453-5,

Assam  to  India, August S, 194t), v DR, [ /1°45/12, txternal Coneclio'

36/25, Part L Vbor details see the *MeManon Line'y po 456,

ing
Aparl from the Governor, the officiats ncluded 8.0, Gould who 88 politic

Officer n Sikkim was 1 charge of telations with Tibet, Political ofticet!

of the Sadiya and Balipata frontier Tracts and Haja Dorp of Bhutsh

India to Secretary of State, Novenber 4, 1944, an KR, (India Office Re-
cords) 1/P&S/12/36/2%, Part I Also see Report of the Officials of (;ov’":
ments of india and the People’s Republic of China on the Boundaly

on, New Delhi, 1961, p, IR, 229,

Minute by Peel, tebruary 26, 1943, in DR, | /0857127 36/ 29.
Nari Rustomji, tnchanted t rontiers, New Delha, 1973, p. 176,

C. b, Datta, L adakh, pp. 187 -8,
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Proceedings,
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oul in 1Y, H. to Fredetick Cutrie in his
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29 1847 in No. 75 F. Dy Sect. Consultations, May 27, 1848, Nos 7177

i bDy Lect. U”"}’,
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No. 140,
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28, 1847, Now. 1359-49,

Keying to Danis, Januany 13, 1846 in lbid. F.D, Sect. Procdgse AYZ
24, 1847, Nos. 139-49,

Davis to Keying, january 21, 1847, in bid

Keying to Davis, lanuary 26, 1847, in bid.

Davis ta Keying, August 1, 1847, No. 26 in FD., S.C.. October 30 164
Nos. 26-29. :
. P . e
IA have bfior( gathered from Mr. Agnew and Captain Cunningham "
either officer did not actually reach the chinese frontier last yesf&
tome in contact with any of the Chinese authonities', | awrence 0 =

May 20, 1847, FD., Sect. Procdgs., August 28, 1847, No, 153

Keying to Oavis, Auqust 8, 1847, No. 28, in bid.
Davis to Keying, January 3, 1948, F.Dy S.C., Nos. 3437, March 310 !

Keying lo Davis, Januaty 7, 1848 n bid.
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34,
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Ll
Excerpts from Cunningham to tawrence, October 20, 1847, No. 133 in
F.D., S.C., December 31, 1847, Nos. 129~136.

Four studies may be listed Alexandet Cunningham, Ladalde Physical, Stati-
stical and historical, with notices of surtounding countries, London, 1854,
Reprint, New Delhi, 1977 and 'Memoarandum on the Boundaries of Cashmir',
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. XVI, (Part [) 1848; Captain
Henry Strachey, The Physical Geography of Western Tibet, London, 1853;
Thomas Thomson, Westetn Himalayas and Tibet: a narrative on Ladakh
and mountains of northern India, London, 1852, Reprint, New Delhi, 1978.

From Lt. Cal. 1.T. , Walker, Superintendent, Great Trignometrical Survey,
Dehbra Doon to India, May 23, 1866 forwarding ‘two copies' of Johnson's
teport in Foreign Department, Folitical A, Consultations, June, 1866, Nos.
135-39,

W.H. Johnson to Lt. Cnl. JL.T. Walker, Dehra Doon, April 22, 1866. Johnson's
reports, in close print, spans ten pages (59 paragraph), besides the descri-
ption (pp. 34-36) of a 'Route: Yarkand to Kashgar, derived by Mr. Johnson
from Native information’, in bbid.

Alastair Lamh, The China-lndia Border: the origin of the Disputed Bound-
aries, London, 1964, p. 43.

Kenneth Mason, Abode of Snow, London, 1955, pp. 79-80.

Frederick Drew, The Jummoo and Kashmir Territories, London, 1875, p.
332,

Excerpts are from 'Confidential Report' by Sir Douglas Forsyth, dated
Simla, September 21, 1B74. A 17-page report in print, it comprises 104

paragraphs., Proc. 69 in Foreign Department, August 1875, Nos. 68-81.
Excerpts from memorandum by Ney Elias dated November 23, 1878 in
Foreign Department, Secret, February,, 1880, Nos. 2-3. -

Loc. Cit.

Demi-official by F. Henvey, Officer on Special Duty in Kashmir, forwarding
copy of flias's memorandum to A.C. Lyall, Secretary, foreign Department,
November 23, 1878 in Foregin Department, Secret, February 1880, Nos.
2-3,

Note by A.C. Lyall, December 3, 1879 in bid. Lytton's endorsement is
dated December 18, 1879.

Captain Ramasy's recommendation made on September 17, 1886.

For details see his 'Memorandum on the northern frontier of Kashmir
state’, Proc. 116 in Foreign Department, Sect. F., March, 1889, Nos. 115-16.

was

Colonel R.P. Nisbet, Resident in Kashmir toH.M. Durand, Foreign Secretary,
January 8, 1889, Proc. 115 in Foreign Department, Sect. F., March, 1889,
Nos. 115-116.

Office note, initialled E.H.5.C., dated Janary 18, 1889, in bid.
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Office note by Sir H.M. Durand, dated february 1, 1889, in bbid

‘Report by CaptainYounghusband on his recent explarations of the mein
Karakoram or Mustagh mountain range beyond the Kashmir frontier' i
Younghusband to Nisbet, December 31, 1889, Proc. 79, in Foreign Dq*'
Secret F., February 1890, Nos. 59-84.

. f
Nisbet to W.. Cunningham, officiating secretary to the Government o
India, Foreign Dept., December 30, 1889, Proc. 78, in bid

Excerpts from Younghusband's detailed 'Memorandum on some measul"’"
to be taken to check Russian encroachment towards our northern "or"i:‘d
in K.W.No. 3 in Foreign Dept., Secret f., July 1890, Nos. 225-45 Mark )
‘confidential’ and in close print, the memorandum covers five pages (15-20
and is divided into three parts besides the Introduction [t is date-lined
Calcutta, January 31, 1891,

Lansdowne to Walsham, July 17, 1890, K.W. No. 4, in bid

India to Viscount Cross, Secretary of State for India, July 14, 1890, Proc
243 in bid.

Walsham to Governor General, May 29, 1890, Proc. No. 283 in bid

W.J. Cunningham to Younghusband June 23, 1890, Proc. 222 in ‘Deputatiof
of Captain Younghusband to Chinese. Turkestan in 1890', Foreign
ment, Secret F., July 1890, Nos. 214-224.

W.). Cunningham to Nisbet, August 21, 1890, K.W. No. 2 in Foreign Depast-
ment, Secret F., October 1890, Nos. 141-170.

Younghusband to India, August 20, 1890 Proc. 159 in bid.
Loe. Cit.

Excerpts from Younghusband to Cunningham, September 5, 1890, K:,V(;:
No. 3 in Foreign Department, Secret F., October 1890, Nos. 141-1
A 2.0, Letter, it is date-lined Y ark and.

Excerpts from "Report of an interview between Captain You”'gr“"s"an:j
and P' an Ta-jen, the Amban at Yarkand, held on September 5 1890
The repott was written by Macartney and formed an encl. to Y's lettef
to Cunningham in supra, No. 25.

Note by Ney Elias, February 8, 189, K.W. No..J, in Foreign Departments
Secret F., March 1891, Nos. 123-48.

Note by L ansdowne, February 20, 1891, in bid

Translation of a memorandum No. 176-657 dated the 5th Chet 1848 (16th
March 1892) by His Highness the Maharaja of Jammu & Kashmir, Proc:
3 in Foreign Dept., Secret ¢., Sept., 1892, Nos. 1-5.

Resident in Kashmir to Vice-President of the Kashmir State Council, JulY
21, 1892, Proc. S in bid

HA RIVARA
CONTRIBUTION OF CUN R
TO INDIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY
GEORGE M MORAES

‘Let us now praise famous men'
Men of little showing

For their work continueth,

and their work continueth,
Broad and deep continueth,
Greater than their showing

mble tribute to Joaquim.Helio'dc.Jro
acknowledgement of his abiding
this stanza from Rudyard

I wish to signalize my hu
da Cunha Rivara in grateful

i jan Historiography with
?(el:)\ﬁrfg tgs lri‘fl aptly sums up the noble character and profound
L

] i ~oincidence
scholarship of this Portuguese polyhistor. It is a hap%szco):r;cxsiomd
that this International Seminar on lndo—Portug)ues? distory ot
be held during the centenary year (1979-8 ko'broad e e
Cunha Rivara, ample testimony that his wor

continueth'.
Dona Isabella Castel Branco,

a town in Portugal,
1809." His father,

Cunha Rivara's mot_her, _
belonged to a leading family of z’*\rraxovlJcns,e
where Cunha Rivara was born on 23rd June,

. iti sought
X . al ractitioner much .
Antonio Francisco, was a medical p it his practice,

a i is town. He wanted the son to inherit h >
a:\tderpel:so:;lsly saw to his studies, famnharnzmgH hlrtnhelrr: ;2; rl;]?{ln
ments of Latin, Greek, French and qullsh. e o o
to Evora for an advanced course in Latin and grounf %1 | phile-
sophy and had hjm admitted to the medical faculty of the

sity of Coimbra .

*Read on 23rd October 1980 at the Secon-dblnte(r;;:rl]onta;
Seminar on Indo-Portuguese History, held. athnrsnoir; f2oeh to
24th October), the paper in its ?rte:en‘:ifr:wsgzcliie,orwrm e
to i memory of my la , ulie .
to :l':teer::wtr:\ge seminar. She feit thnat th.e H‘I\lltatl:)n shidrecv:):wrz
to me, a person commanding no influence in Portugzi,na o rewer
for looking after her during her illness. The atten fgthpe yo cian,
the late Dr Simon Fernandes, my frien(_i, was a'lso 0t . ni“iance ‘
that I should accept the honour. And it is not Wltthouhiscla flosnee
that Julie, to whose wholehearted encourageme? ,hv:e hrale
fully acknowledge, | owe whatever research x:he sen able
to do, should have breathed her last or? the day Sp p
read, thus crowning a life of self-abnegation of 48 years.
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EARLY CAREER
Cunha Rivar: .
behest. tvara took the medical degree at the pate

but his heart w
: y as not
in philosophy at the Lyceum

or 1t :
Substantei"\:g p\’ézt5 astelg(-‘ted' In 1838 he was appointed to 2
an appointment wh h\ora - that of Librarian of the Public L‘brird
0 master palaeojc~ opened up a new vista to his carect: quioui
collection of hisfr“PﬁY to be able to catalogue the pre
latter ine\/imbl'’l\‘o“(;ldl mmanuscripts,  the dC(.iphervn‘ent oard'
and the Perusa{) in “q i himanterest n historical resed =,
of the classical historians left mim with the

ction that the .

y had merely 1
w y skimmed t ce and thal @
as chh leeway to be made fo e surtd chieves
ment in the Fast i
wrote when he foun

i medicine, and so when a i
at Evora fell vacant, he apP

r the amazing Portuguese a
to be adequately estimated. As he "‘;u
d the opportunity to fulfil this desidera

Despit ,
pite what the eloquent loao de Barros,

Ferna: ; .

the{e;fu:oPeS de Castanheda, the discrete Diogo do € ors

have wr'tne Manuel de Faria ¢ Souza and other chronic
trren, it as certain that the history of the Portug

in India and oth ! Wik
i €r castern regi n being knol
Nor is the account gions 1s far fror 8

old ] > i '
writers left it; but on the very period on which

wrote s there much to study and discover.

A A , .
ccordingly when Antonio Caesar de Vasconcellos, v,scong

de Torres N
he wasreslazm:as', was appointed Governor of Portuguese In 4
§ © accept the offer of the Secretaryship and ha

within a month of hj : .
: is ; con¢”
eived the grandiio arrival in Goa on Ist November 1855 s

the cream of the chive®
In a series to be ent

quent plan of publishing on a systematic
myriad documents from its historical ar
ttled Archivo portygue:-Oriental.

CHEF D'CEUVRE

Scornec[j)m;jlglgi ::e twenty-three years that followed, Cunha Rivard
onerous dutigs fanc_j lived laborious days, ably discharging _
ments with hiso his offige and selecting and copying the docV
entire time 1o own .hand "during his spare time and devoting ’.“_
sary of Studie research after his appointment in 1870 as Commi*
abundant and s- He rightly held that the documents were 3 MO
ings as r purer source for imbibing the truth than such writ”

eports and memoirs, and he believed that in printing

*{ posterity' 7

there:

celf

interrupted at the point at which y:'
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them, their preservation would be vouchsafed for science and
The documents were moreover necessary for the
work that was uppermost in his mind: to write the history of

the Portuguese in the East.

Recalling the unremitting labour all this involved, he wrote
in his Autobiography at & latter day t_hat 1'5 happened. to h}m
in India what Alexandre Herculano affirms in connection with
his History of Portugal from the experience befalling whomsoever
would occupy himself with Portuguese history: that he should
bury himself in the archieves for searching for documents, make
their dry bones live, know each repository, and make himself
a palaeographer, antiquarian, traveller, bibliographer, all rolled

into one.8

Deciding to arrange the documents chronologically and
topic-wise, he selected for the first volume of what became
his masterpiece the letters written by the Kings to the Municipal
Council (Camara) from 1529 to 1611 which he found in a letter-
book that Mathias de Albuquerque, the Viceroy, had ordelfed

rpt0 be kept by his rescript dated 12th December, 1593. Acting
on the suggestion of the officers of the Municipal Council that
to ensure the safety of these letters they should be enteyed in
a register, the Viceroy ordered that the letters al(eady in the
collection as well as those which would be received in the future
should be transcribed in a register by the clerk of the Municipal
Council word for word, and copies when applied 'for should be
made available from the register and they be given the same
credit by officials and judges as the originals themselves.

This volume of 133 pages appeared in 1857, the author
adding a second part of 273 pages when he repr}nted the volume
in 1877. This second part consisted of letters which the Municipal
Council wrote to the King, contemperaneous with those he sent

to the Council.

A companion volume followed suit the same yeary consisting
of the privileges of the City of Goa from a book In the record
room of the Municipal Corporation of Panjim, entitled Register
(tombo) of the privileges of the City of Goa, Head of the State
of India which was seized from the Moors by Affonso d'Albuquer-

qque in the year H D X (1510). The register co_vered the period
from 1510 to 1728 and came to 310 pages when printed.
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LOCAL AUTONOMY

‘ '!'he question naturally arises why was this correspondenc-.
maintained between the Crown and the Municipal Council mdg
why were the privileges conferred on the City? The fact is t}:.at_ﬁ
Albuquerque wanted to remove the impression that in assis'»tl""ﬁ;kj
the Portuguese to liberate Goa from Bijapur rule the Goans had
only exchanged one domination for another. He therefore devised’
a plan under which while the Government would be Portuguesés’
consisting of the Captain of the Fortress, the Alcaide Mor or
Chlgf Justice and the Factor, the administration would remailt
entirely in the hands of the people.

SENATE

Accordingly, in the city of Goa where the Portugues€ of

all classes - military personne! and the clergy, the pureaucrat -

and the mechanic - had settled, he established a 'Senado da Cam-.
ara' or Municipal Corporation in 1511. This was an organ of
local administration transcending the British Indian concept Of
local self-government. Modelled on that of Lisbon, it consiste

of one 'vereador fidalgo' and two 'Vereadores - nobres' who wer€
councillors or aldermen, two 'Juizes-ordinarios' who were iustices
of the peace or magistrates, a 'procurador da cidade' or municipd

attorney and four 'procuradores dos mestres' who were repré”
sentatives of the working class. These were elective posts ope’
only to those among the Portuguese who had taken indigenous
wives and settled down in Goa for life.!0

In arranging mixed marriages, the object of Albuquerqu®
was not merely to promote the solidarity of the State by ties
of blood, but the more important and nobler one, namely, 1©
see to it that there was complete fraternization between ?he
two peoples and no room for arrogance arising from the distinction
between the ruled and the rulers. In point of fact in his lett€l
of Ist April 1512 he suggests to the King the employment ©
natives as a measure of economy and practical politics not only
for the city but for all Portuguese establishments and pray’
that D. Manuel should send a teacher to educate the future €mMP7j
loyees of the state in the customs and the language of the west:
Albuquerque thus wished to associate Indians with local self-gover™”

ment in the urban area on a footing of equality with the Portu~
guese settlers.
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By successive concessions made to it over the years the

1Senate came to possess the same privileges as the Senate of

Lisbon, including the privilege of sending precurators to the metro-
Poliss to take their seat in the Cortes. One of the most h}ghly
cherished privileges of the Senate was that when the Councnl}ors
went to see the Viceroy on official business, he was required
to treat them as if they were gentlemen of the roya! householq.
And neither he nor the Captain of the City could interfere in
the Senate's day-to-day administration.

In its best days the Senate fought the Church and the
State when it found that people were mulcted of their ngh_ts
or suffered in other ways, and it almost always succeegied in
getting their grievances redressed by the authprities. But it also
Came to the support of the Government wheq it was hard pressed
for funds to find the wherewithal to repel invasions. In a let?er
dated ]eth November 1547 appearing in Vol. 1, of the Archivo
qutuguez-Oriental the King thanks the Senate for succouring
With ‘ships and personnel and large contributions in money and
Boods in the siege of Diu.'’This was in 1545 when D. loao de
o< astro, the hero of Diu, having exhausted the resources of the
tate jn compelling Rumi Khan to raise the siege, sent a hair
of his beard to the Senate as security for the loan he was asking
It to make.

The Senate's chief concern, however, was the improvement
of the city and its sanitation. And on account of the regular
correspondence it maintained with the Crown it was a means
of communication, putting the latter au fait with what was

appening in its eastern dominions.

Y It is therefore, a distinct service on the part of' Qunha
Rivara 1o have published this correspondence.and the privileges
of the Senate in the first two volumes of his series.

VILLAGE COMMUNITIES

.. As regards the local people who lived in the village commu-
Nities, Albuquerque recognized the autonomous character of
<D€ latter. The village communities thus became the recognised
- Ogans of the local administration in their own right. They rece-
ived their magna carta, foral dos usus e costumes or roll of

€ practices and customs, on l6th September 1526 at the hands
°f Affonso Mexia, the finance member of the Governor's cabinet,
N the name of D. Joao Il In the incisive words of Cunha Rivara,
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whether they were dedicated to their work,
additional emoluments, whether

failed to come up to his expect-

the foral contirm :
rC':an"le of Camara OidCctfm t.r}e village community (gauncaria)E\qt‘?:é:hgmws properly, :
o?rthand of the clerk as Cljb.j'lt considered the functions of ‘83 they lerd they were drawing any
ese officers and th public duties. It regulated the obligati® atio exemplary lives. If they
for better utilisat; eir rights and privileges. It gave directi®? n, he was free to punish them.
for transmitting _thon of the lands, prescribed the regulatiot
most punctilious | € assets of the defunct to their heirs i
to the Crown anr;n trt\hls respect, lest the assets should €€ g
for the validity of the on.ichequer. It laid dowr the nor®
gauncarial assemb] (the agreement or otherwise (nemc) © '
and the indiVidUaly Camara Geral) as representing all the Vi
?”“h the Sacrosanctgauncariasy invested the books of the villagy
ing title to pro ertl y of the books of deeds capable of establisy
who were thenp st'i” and above all it constituted the gaunca
In the decision ofll Hindus, as assessors to the Thanadar-M*;
was an officer wh certain cases and crimes.14 The Thanadaf
;:Z:gh. the native ofui%:};ﬁgf'd the affairs of the island O~ pj
time les. Holdi i i i |bu ;
Krishna. were Melrao, brother of ltr;1ge trlyisngOfgfceH?naf‘Naf’q? y ?eg:, OZfingneth%a:;da;.\ofj)l(dXXb\éllI)nOTr
?r? the part of the captains and other officers. In consequence,
harf‘ merchants would be encouraged to bring to Goa whatever
citldes which places other than Goa were in need of, and the
VI[{ would retain its character of an international market. (XX
tak EVe}’y effort should be made 10 divert to Goa the g
aken direct from Hormuz to Cochin and Canannore ol

all | The King desired that the Viceroy designate should do
Po in his power to attract.to Goa and other places where the
ml‘tUguese had fortresses and factories merchants dealing in
werd\and_ise of whatever kind, and especially Arab steeds. He
tas required to assure them protection, see that they were well
reated, and make their stay in the city comfortable in every
way. (XXXVIl) In particular he should stop the practice forthwith
under which the merchants from Hormuz are taken at a disadvant-
zge when they wish to sell their horses in exchange for merchan-
Ise by determining beforehand the price of the latter without
Proper bargaining. (XXXVD Merchants should not be compelled

t0 buy and sell through brokers but on payment of general broker-
ade should be free and untramel-

interference with the merchants

N

racte® -

For the thj
ir '
d fascicle of his Series Cunha Rivara €t ;
ment

his material f
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in the Goa A[‘Chieovnees of the moSt important Classes of docu

Moncoes. This was the called in the official language Livros

Gotve;jrnment and the P(?rftfu.ljaa] correspondence between the Cent'r:{

nated because it guese State of Indi o desit '
was on] : ndia, and was > s o Viia . to :

that the correspondenCe)’cgllJJrl;ngb the Moncies or favourabled’“s”r; g exc-helqg:rna\%iru]:h;zh e\:,‘?ismlgd d;r:d nf:;gngsfhitpheyoufdor

e H 1 't .
utually received and P 8 With other powers who would thus be compelled to

ched. The Li
ivros das Mo
ncves start from 1584, except I% yi  Peace with the Portuguese. This brohibition of the direct TR
Calicut and other plac

single incom
X plete doc
run mnto 409 vol ument of 1568 and 1583
: X ) umes . another of e ¢ of horses ¢ i
;?x"?é:\ttfaigge of 966 Pcsgrzgngthetodcjfugr?; Sunha Rivaril mtcc],uc:e‘ S0 that Whi\:uls?“pl:e c?r‘:;i?ngplﬁwlel; a;:re siezed, there should
. . O . .
ters of the Viléggyin“bm]mg the volume \frri]tr? tr:éaglnvgaras );r char”, no pleading of ignorance. (XXXIV)
decisio » belongin ; i :
as then’o because the alvagrag tho the same period. .lt was 2 alve’ The Viceroy designate was required to enforce the monopolyi
" orders of Ntitfns da Corte. The ave t.he same lengla.nve Y he of pepper trade claimed by Portugal. The order had already beem
e Central Gov y were issued in execution O . 't"?tified in Cochin and Calicut and the other ports of Malabar -
at "if any person whosoever he may be, Christian, Moor or

ernment and to a large extent comp
l:;”du’ dares to load any pepper in small or lage quantity for
INST .Whport from Malabar in a large ship of small one, a parau Of
RUCTIONS TO VICEROY CaaFeVér vessel, if found taking more than half a quintal, the
Ar:gxgr would be set on fire and the mer chandise would be seized.
In the very f; wo llf a ship is caught carrying half a quintal, only the pepper,

of the King to the Vicoron omet (pp. 1-26) - the instructio™ Oould be taken and not the ship, the captain being a Muslir

on t Vicero ;
he latter the y designate - the King is seen impress Ty
ce to be exercised in

ment these orders.

to all alike importan )
. be ance of dis i ‘usti art
the Vic ! they Christj PenSlng justice imp i e@f The i ili
eroy to aScertainlSSr?ns’ Muslims or Hindus. He desir® care and King wanted utmost ‘dlh%en. fiutions and hospi
ether the judges were discharg!” upkeep of the charitable institutions oSpI
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3
in Wé

The Vi

the irYégi‘oy should be vigilant regarding the manner . g

staff di : from contributions is used and the way in which &
ischarged their duties. He should take special care

k
h:(:g 3,\(? kstaff contented so that they would be glad to Pu(:,i
-work and would be an example to the newcomers 152

he curi
tain 3%
visi¥

ece /;flejtntfer from the King of 7th March 1595 gives t

forcibly sej c>rdma'uon that the customs officers at Cef

those forts zed the servants and slaves of merchants

Gose for T;vlth ‘their goods on the pretence of making

with o ‘Ar heb'ng requires the Viceroy to take Up this m ul

b e chbishop. Measures may be adopted for saving =
erchants should not be molested. >

CHAUTH

595 theré
ass0Cid ?
of Sarf
from
amar

In

perhaps trt]:eeellelt‘ter of the King of 27th February 1
with the Mar rt;]eSt reference to chauth, a levy usually
(Ramnagar) haa‘ as. This letter says that the King
lands of the ving contracted as of old to levy chout0
the city startCIcgy of Daman at 121/2 per cent, the C
what had b ed the practice of paying him much
the Viceroy eg? stipulated. The letter then goes On to [
the King of sa the previous correspondence of the
as the Vedor d rzeta and Francisco Paes who was then bi
when the latt e Fazenda (comptroller of accounts) .on this subl®
on this acener dissembled, having received five thousand P
inquiries as Unltl The letter asks the Viceroy to make m‘ha"&
the contract Einf-d for by the importance of the case 2f 1

. irmed at 121/2 per Cent.16 i

It is i . :
do Costés slg;ire:rfmtg that in his explanation of the chouto D:,ggq;
at four hundred years before the por tUg Als

occupati

the aaetalﬁzstOf Daman, the Hindus of Gujarat, whom he Clth
the Rajputs [;:0()](? of the East, had come to an agreement ze'i
avocations undiésl: l[? return for being left alone 1O follow *
a quarter of th urbed they would pay the latter a chauthy "
ered Gujarat e yield from their lands. When the Muslim® Conqaﬁ
of Sarzeta r,]isan ancestor of Bahadur Shah gave 1t© the Rajaﬂ
with the ri’ght tova;sal’ the territories in the interior Of amu_
red by the Portt e chagth. And finally when Daman was CBPthe
Viceroy, permitt léguese in 1559 ,D. Constantino Bragancd .isn
from Daman ast? the then Rajah to collect the Cont“bUt:Vl‘
edging his right eretofore, giving him safe conduct and ackn?

8ht to this revenue. The only condition imPo®
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Fh? Rajah was that he should protect the territory under the
jurisdiction of Daman from the attacks of robbers!? When Shivaji
Started exacting this levy from people who were not his subjects,
but living in the territory adjacent to his kingdom, he may have

taken his cue from Gujarat.

‘ A letter from the King dated 27th February 1598 appointing
Diogo do Couto keeper of the Archives - torre do tombo - orders
that he should write the history of the Portuguese in the East
from the times at which Joao de Barros and Fernao Lopes de

Castanheda left off their narratives.

COUNCILS OF THE CHURCH

Fascicle IV of the Series, published in 1862, is of the grea-
test importance to the history of the Catholic Church in India,
containing as it does the proceedings of the first five Councils,
held at Goa, respectively in 1567, 1575, 1583, 1592 and 1606
and those of the Synod of Diamper (Udayamperur), celebrated
on 30th June 1599 in the church and bishopric of Angamale’ of
the ancient Christians of St Thomas by D. Frey Aleico de Mene-
zes, Archbishop Metropolitan of Goa {(who had been authorised
by two Briefs of Pope Clement VIII), and at which these Christians
“{EF§ reconciled to the Catholic Church. Apart from their religious
Significance, the proceedings of the Councils are of importance
to the social historian, showing as they do some facets of the
Hindu society as it flourished in the 16th century and the emer-
gence of the Christian order in Goa as a result of the fusion
of the Hindu elements which the Christian converts carried with
them into the new religion with the fresh ftraits these converts

d o .
eveloped under Christian influence.
was not uncommon. A decree

its prevalence when it says
re wives was through sheer

of It would appear that polygamy
the first Council accounts for

t . .
bhat "the habit of marrying two or mo
boredom or because of some defect in the first wife".?Again,

;Lt‘_”as cutomary among the high castes for the widow, to commit
notl’ or at Jeast have her head shaved as a sign that she would
abo remarry, Such women were condemned to a life of drudgery.An
them}g)atlon in Christian eyes, the‘ seconq Copncﬂ begged \of
Coun Ing to stop these practices. This was in vain. And thg third
Wido\su renewed its entreaty to put an enc} to the burning of
of o s Or.1 the other hand there was a.w1despr_e§d acceptance
Ban/e belief in the sacredness of any kind pf qmmal life. The

yas - a merchant class - firmly held this view, and would
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'

o
go to any length, even making monetary pazxmems to putchers

fishermen and hunters not to ply their trades. 3
i

s, #fer?lsw:reerealoose among certain class of itinerant merl‘l:::

with them in Iheirccof‘g)anned by their concubines who trave

this practice, and orcdd ins. The  ihird Council protested 28 idet

with separate lodgin 'cregj that ' the women hould el p“;:ou'

see to it that th ing 1N Portuguese ships, and the gaptain®

their apartments were locked at mtl,htg

re

or feigrllesd (‘&unilol ,pm_y'”bed the employment of force,
use of md’uceme' nversions to Christianity, but considered
gifts and rewardms such‘ as showing of favours. confgrr!ng
sentences as 'uszs’ of'iermg pardon of faults and remission
them, as th just means, and permitted the missioners 0
) ese means had been declared lawful by the ]’unscorlfvul

Ma
and to lzgrnpct:onsw came to be baptized of their owf
number, howev e catechism of Christian doctrine 2°M€

’ er, would go back on their word before longs

resortin .

to the]? :gmthle territory under Hindu rulers. take to P! 8““.‘3%

In compliancep " hm reparation for the sin they had mmlttan
with the instructions of their priests. the prahm

they wo
drirzlk wt\wlzl:: Ttt;peaé the prayers the latter made them recit€ S g
e Council calls n 1ts ignorance ‘iith!

decontamin . ,
called this ?ittedn after having eaten with the Christians:
e "being received back into their (iaste"~2“

Some hi ,
tism but onhlggr‘wii'r'espe”ed persons would come asking 107 in§
it appear that themon that there was a show of force,'m
to hoodwink the y were (Of_fi’d to be baptised. This was !
were not to blam::la"v?5 into the belief that the
lose their caste. Wh’e considering the circumstances, 3% 5oy
to grant this cond't'n ap.?r.'sed of this, the second Council 'e..doe"
not permit e ition. "The purity of faith", it observes
ven a shadow of force". And in any case sY

could always di .
. 15S0C .
baptized?® ate themselves from their relatives an

The fif : ;
for the leakagtehs (\iphunc;l held the general baptisms res
there was a po.ss'b‘le‘n a large concourse of people were bapt
the Sighificance“éfl ity that quite a number did not unders®
as they would cha the ceremony, changing their religion
posdsible to teacﬁ nge ‘h?lf ciothes. At all events it
brought in herds hcatechlsm properly when catechumens
tisms the number shoul therefore laid down that mn solem”
er should not exceed one hundred%

~ to surmount - caste. It compromised with it 1
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the learning of the catechism alone was not enough. The neophytés
should also avoid any occasion which may prove an obstacle for
reaping the full benefits of conversion to Christianity.The second
Council sought to provide against some of these obstacles, requir-
ing for instance that no Christian should "leave his son for the
caste, "nor marry his children, even though still non-Christian,
with non-Christian partners, nor wail over the dead in the manner
h?. did before conversion, nor visit the temples or send them
gifts of money or whatever else, nor attend any Hindu feast
or wedding, nor consent when ill to be visited by his non-Christian
relatives, even if it be his ownh father, ?{‘ad stop calling himself

by the name he bore when he was a Hindu.

In Cochin and other places in Kerala, it was customary
?or the Christians 10 send their sons and wards to non-Christian
institutions for training in fencing and dancing. Since imparting
of these skills was preceded in these institutions by the adoration
of the Hindu deities, the third Council had perforce 1o ban the
attendance of Christians at such institutions. lt also enacted
that when Christian teachers Werg available Christian children
should not be sent to Hindu teacheré® In Goa the heads of families
were bidden to  disCOurage their womenfolk from 6s'mging the
Deccani and other Hindu songs and performing dance$2’In addition
the fifth Council prohibited the singing of love-songs called 'mundaz'

(mando) or cafrinho’' and the dancing and signing of sc!rabanda.7

COMPROMISE WITH CASTE

found it impossible
in the belief that

pampering of higher castes, especially the Brahmans, would bring
the teeming millions of India into its fold. Accordingly, it was
decreed in ohe fifth Council that in order o maintain the diginity
of the clergy none belonging 10 the lower castes should be admit-
iﬁd to the ministry of the Church. It would be open only to

e sons of the Brahmans oOf prabhus and other castes reputed
}o be noble in these parts and whose privileged position is acknow-
edged by both Christians and Hindus. And in order that the decree
may be given full effect it was recommended to the Rectors
of t.he seminaries, regular and secular, and to the regents of
studies that students be not admitted to the study of Latin who
did not fulfil the caste qualification, exception being made in

the case of the St Thomas Christians:

There was one obstacle which the Church

The exclusion of the humbler classes from the priesthood

was plus q'un crime. It was 3 mockery of the Christian religion
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1581 bei ) .
iengtls bdeelggnéhe earliest. Since the life and the health of the '
the patients ’a Sdays the regimen, on the efficient treatment i
as detailed i nd the way it is carried out, the order of the %
: In the regimen has got to be observed in the Hosp‘,;.
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and plentiful Thason, since those of better quality are then ©
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A letter of the King dated lst January 1601 refers to
a petition from a Hindu lady, wife of the Rajah of Fayal, who,
having given up her state and her husband, was baptized by the
Jesuits of Chaul (25 miles to the south of Bombay), and was
now asking for a pension for life and the post of the Factor
of the fortress of Daman to whomsoever she would marry, she
being only twenty-two years of age. The King asks the Viceroy
to make close inquiries about her life and conduct so that he
may reply to her about her pension, and adds that if a suitable
match could be found for her before the date when the post
would fall vacant, he would appoint the husband factor for a

period of three years.3>
ECONOMIC HISTORY

August 1611, mentioning that

There is an alvara of 20th
the poor by the shortage of

great distress was occasioned 1o0. i (
bazarucos. This was a coin of small denomination (just two reis)36

which was struck from any of the base metals 'like copper, tin,
lead or tutenag or zinc. To relieve the distress of the poor no
less than prevent loss to the general public the government came
out with an ordinance fixing the exchange rate at two new baz-
arucos for three old ones. The ordinance, while it helped the
poor, -did not prevent loss 1o the general public. In consequence,
the government issued a fresh ordinance, fixing the rate at one
new bazaruco for two old ones. But no one would part with the
bazarucos, and the government had to return to the old rate.
At this rate of two for three, says the alvara, one quintal of
old bazarucos would respond to 51 pardaos 37and one tanga *®with
the government solely intent on resolving the crisis and not on

making money 3?9

The crisis however could not be resolved with this makeshift
arrangement. With the bazarucos in short supply for the ordinary
transactions there was a rise in the price of the necessaries.

t long last the government found out that the trouble with
the bazarucos was because of the fluctuation in the price of

€ metal used in minting them. For when the price of the metal
?e“ there were persons who brought the bazarucos from elsewhere
nto Portuguese India where they circulated at par with the domes-
tic bazarucos, and pocketed the gains yielded by this transaction.
And when the price of the metal rose, they gathered the bazarucos
and sold them for the weight of the metal, thus making profit
both ways. By the alvara of 17th December 1621 the Government
decided that copper should be the metal for coining the bazarucos
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as this met ¥ :
al was least subject to fluctuation.*’

RELIGIOUS POLICY

Shakespeare h;

them, the gc?oeddri(s h;‘s truly said: "L[vil that men do nhves after
that this proud rf(*ir:j interced with their bones". It is sad ind
dged by an unimagin: of lo’mguose achievernent should be smMt”
followed. This wasgtl:;nlve religious policy which they sometimes
acceptance in Euro e rf\su“ of a wicked principle that had foun
regio ejus religio \f} ‘“_ the time of the Reformation: cujts
which on the deat‘h Ofia’t afflicted the Hindus most was the 1a¥
sttans. On this accou a person forced all his children to be Chri-
in 1677, "some of th nt, reported the Enghsh Factors at Bombay
places (in the Ponu? fhxefem who still Live in Bassein and oth€l
in Bombay, therein é’ult,s? territory) build their houses heres 1-€:
time of danger."s1 On P“’““S their wives and children against @
had ended, the GOV(:rnthl\S dolorous epoch of religious persecution
manifesting towards the:‘“-)t was generous towards the Hinduss
ficient nobility of the Por:ugzo‘:c((l(f:grr] hiStou‘m writes, the magn”
acter.

Supplemen »
. LS | PNV
IC'?“VCrSIOns, brings to h;ch(\lg: all about the religious policy and
e o ~ e . . N
pus magnum of Cunhy Rivara ‘;:]C te,;rsh:m Portuguex()rlenta
‘olumes.

KONKANI LANGUAGE

) Speakers
indebted 1o CuifhaKo}r;ke,mx? the Language of Goa, are paf“CUla”Y
respectability it had 1”.am for restoring to it the dignity an
and Christian, incre: ©Ost what with the Goan elite, both Hind!
and Portuguese to t:Smg;y taking to the cultivatnof; of Marathi
took to Marathi as N '.‘eglg(;t of the mother tongue. The Hindus
threatening to Carrs' :“r;“ymg point against a (‘ulgtur.e which was
b?Cause of the opport efore 1t, and the Christians to Portugues®
gla\;lel y?-nd military sort?(l»(txmslnfor lucrative posts in the Por tuguesé
chism in P . recommendin achi t
merely seeking o:c:uplé::?S(\' it would appear grht:te t;meedc?‘lr?grdif was
avail themselves of t.hsxst the classes who were in a hosition
€se opportunities - Brahmans and plgshatri)‘as )

- in learning th
X e lan uag
permitted his guage. But the A
S eagernes Archbishop of mes (174
BEINESs 10 help to outrun hispcom::gn“sense when

he ordered
' that thes
se  classe withi
SIx_months of his ykase® ldSTShu) should learn  Portuguese e
. e order, though mandatory, ceas®

t .
9 0 have effect the moment It was

1
anguage. Nor can we blame these classes for

Ve
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issued, as it was impossible
uting the local
neglecting the
e job-oriented and had won golden opinion
d work. And it should not be forgotten
d the Goan doctor that assisted
se Africa.

t . .
0 carry it out. There was no question of persec

?:)?ther tongue. They wer
thatthexr loyalty and harc
p it was the Goan priest an
ortugal in its civilising mission in Portugue

. The classical period of Konkani literature had ended some
time in the middle of the 17th century. It is to the credit of
Cunha Rivara that, after two centuries, a close view of the wealth
of literature, produced during a century of Christian literary
effort, was afforded in his clebrated work Ensaio historico 49
lingua Konkani (1857). Both Konkani and Marathi were cultivated

in Goa and it needs no reiteration that the Kristapurana (1616),

?. redaction of the Bible in verse by Fr Thomas Stephens, the
b"St Englishman to make his home in India, ranks among the
€St compositions In Marathi literature. It is the longest Christian

epic ever sung in any language.

It is a matter of pride for Goa that it had in Fr. Pascoal
Gomes de Faria a poet who could enrich the Kristapurand, adding
verses of his own composition to the part dealing with the Passion
of Christ.

The Kknsaio is a basic work on the history of the Konkani
La”guage. It was transiated into English in the centenary year

Theophilus Lobo and

of ‘its publication (1957) by the late Fr.
published by the late Prof. A.K. Priolkar in his Printing Press

":j India. Included in the volume are precious documents which
add to our knowledge of the history of the Catholic Church in
Indig 43a

ONJURACAO DO5 PINTOS

a ¢ i traditions circulating in Goa of
(:Unggsp“’écy which is commonly known as Stiblevacao dos Pintos.
mined Rivara wanted to know the truth _of the matt_er. He exa-
the documents, and in his A Conjuracao de 1787 e varias

he sets forth the results

co . . .
usas desse tempo; Memoria historica
h of the rnatter as reve-

of hig ; , , e
his investigation, bringing out the trut .
viewing the incidents, as he does,

the treat-

iarie?hby the historical sources. VI , '
men € context of the polmcal situation of‘ the times, 1
He t is masterly. Tipu Sultan was steadily growing In pOWwer.
dis had pushed his conquests to the Portuguese {rontier after
n possessing of his dominions the Rajah of Sunda. And he was
oW threatening to annex part of the kingdom which the latter

There were confusing
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had ceded to -
given him in th::ri]ft;)r?z:gg;ese in return for the asylum they ’}‘
True . . {
of the cou,ustiréi z“iﬁ“ce is only circumstantial for the allegatlf
priests and laymen fe conspirators, a set of disgruntled Catho?
latter, having com of the Brahman caste, with Tipu Sultan.
settlement of Ponde' ;o terms with the Governor of the e
quo to enable the lchery to deliver Goa to France as quid P
to become bisho se frustrated priests to achieve their ambitid
ostensibly to ngsofwlth French help, sent an embassy 0
“conclude an offeﬁ-‘late a commercial treaty but in reality =
has correctly ar uSlzjle and defensive alliance. As Cunha Riv
needed for a tr§de » @ whole apparatus of an embassy is |
hasty conclusion fe pact, and Tipu's further moves, namewy bt
of paying them ;)n peace with the Marathas, going to the ext.efﬁ
to the French gen indemnity of Rs.100,000, and his instruc®’
all. point to onE' ebr.al Lally to march his troops towards
timed with the o %Jecmve’ the invasion of Goa which he h
the intended o tht reak of the plot.** His plans went awry whé
utbreak was nipped in the bud, and the PortUS”es-‘"
5

government was saved.

The ¢ i ; lj
men who coszplr:gtcyh ol ‘was the work of a few desperd”
l<D:aste. The other ave enjoyed the support even of their 0"4‘9‘
ecause its
guese with nggﬁff, would lead to the replacement of the
And as for the Prianns' lWthh was undesirable to Ihese
the elevation of th ciple for which they were fighting, name
+ themselves caste-ridedelnndlge(?oUS clergy to the cpiscopalh
itlfethprcouﬂcu which exdird]ed therefore in agreemen, .

lesthood
from the respeg? ctlte pretext that their admission would

€ to the latter, they had no moral rig

protest when this
Cottineau de Klogu;u;e was applied against them. AS Dent

in the caste hierarchy of Gog .45

o

ht

BRAD v
OS A FAVOR DAS COMMUNIDADES

Then agai
presrved the ganrgi’entf Cunha Rivara belongs the glory
' 1gstmtion of the village corg}lmunities fr
d repulsed t;‘:ldos a favor das Communidades, pub ish
and others by pro the formidable attack of Bruto d@

o je ;
communities could lplcatmg the Municipal role which the V!

off;
ed.
t

ot

castes would be definitely against the Plo‘,’

persons of humbler classes fro™§
detra‘a

reports, the Europeans stood the higheS,)

of havif

“§ fegion. One of them has to make way for the other.

«, text he used, however,
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the same
Which has

and which would prevail, it is not difficult to fore-
Municine Muni‘cipality is indestructible. The Portuguese
i nlClpallty, an exotic plan_t, can never catch or strike root
n the. territory occupied by 1ts energetic predecessor. The Hindu
Municipality can yield all that which modern civilisation thinks
the Portuguese municipality alone can offer. It not only can
offer but will with less bustle and less exertion". In his opinion
the village communities should not continue as merely agricultural
Institutions but must be soO reformed that they exercise their
9_ld role of true municipalities. Indeed quite an acceptable sugges-
Co: only to be expected from a dispassionate mind ready to

“rlcome light wherever it may dawn.

_ And lastly, it stands to his credit that he produced a
corr.cted and annotated translation from the French of The
YOyage of Francois Pyrard de Laval to the East Indies, the Mald-
ives, Moluccas and Brazil, 1601-11 (2 vols) thirty years before
the English translation of this work appeared in 1887-90. The
is that of the defective edition of 1679,
Albert Gray, the author
reflects the demerits of
f the annotations

possible for two local administrations to hold sway in

o give way,
tell. The Hindu

and the translation accordingly, as
i’rf the English translation, observes,
ofe original. .This translator has availed himself o
h Cunha Rivara. He acknowledges ‘
‘e valuable information these annotations contain and expresses
{“5 adﬂjiration for him for the veminent candour" with which
¢ admits "the evils of the Portuguese system and the misdeeds
of the Portuguese officers without exculpation” ((Vol.l, p. xxxii
; The Hakluyt Society). Pyrard, who was in Goa for more than
WO years, pictures the Indo-Portuguese Society of this epoch
du”ng which the echos of their heroic past, as Cunha Rivara
Puts it, so animated the Portuguéese forces that they were able
Y0 close the portals of the eastern S€as to the rival European

Powers for a few years. (vol. II, p.7 - Porto 1944)

of Cunha Rivara which, it is

There are other writings
e in Bombay when | wrote

r X
TE.gret'fed,' were not accessible to m ay w wr
1S article, especially those that appeared in his periodical

° Cronista de Tissuary and the Boletim do Governo da India
Pn the Portuguese patronage of the missions in the East (Padroado
UOrtugues do_ Oriente), championing its cause against the onsla-
8hts of the rival bodies supported by the PrO,Dagﬂnda Fide (Rome),
seekin gy . 4

g a monopoly of the missions for itself.
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Cunha Rivara  alsp published a (
phens, another grammar of the Wn
guese-Konk ani Hictionary  presumaly by the
mar of the Konkary language
guese missioner,

Cunha Rivara, op. cit, pp. 95-10%,
Historical Sketch of Goa (1g3)
Correia Afonso, art. cit., p. 450,

His  contributions sy tppeated i Revista Universal
de Lishoa, Revista Literain, Porto, Panorama (edited by the 00Le
quese histarian Alexandre Herculano), and Jowrnal du | aemacia @
Medicas, Goa, 1862-1851, Arquive da f semacia, idom, 1864-1871, -
Vasco da Gama, 1B72-74, and impromsa de Ribandar, 1870-71 e
Priolkar, The Printing Press in India, p. 146.

b
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same by
same  authoft,
i the dialect of the North by
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icki others, and two
The appeal was strongly suppotted by Fr Joseph Wicki, among X

i d themseives to bring

nio de Souza, offere . '
it the emmnenary o Bf?d :rfcot::raqirq that Mr Mariano Jose .U«as is now
oy writings published in various periodi-
Introdutoria, "Boletim do Instituto

out the centenary edition ara's
intending Lo cotlect and edit Cunha. Rivar o
cals of Goa, "Dispersos da Cunha !)lwara 47-48. But he will only be producing
-48. P '
Menezes Braganza, No.138 (1983), pp. to do, Cunha Rivara's
a lruncateda:*om i'lation. it he excludes, as he Proposes thesi'S of its "immut-
writi t :aaoado for no other reason than that his Portuguese claimed
Ings on e . 4 [o]
able :i hts' 1is superseded. The property rights which .theno roason for ignoting
to the 2ea route to India were also superseded, but tthal is . Orierte rendered
theit achievements in the East. The Pulmnd'a :T;ct which on the termination
i in 18,
si ice in running model dioceses lic Bishops' Confe-
qu:l S.er.\m.el.mn n;oulzgnot but be acknowledqefj by tr'\e Calr;:: The history of
s lunsdlcvlo i a resolution commending this .serv o4 like that
::"Ce of India, pass(nqto be written, and the contribution of Td ma|50 be made
el
ofe CP::W":"’ ?:5 r:ay prove pivotal to its study. Attempt f:lnoeu in Portugal, end
to uII at hfva ritings, dispersed in the periodicals of the &
collect his w

8
i ituto Menezes Braganz
publish them in a supplement ta the Boletim do Inst
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of the objectives of the present narrative is to draw a distinct¥
bgtween those heroic soldiers who paved the way to freed!
with sacrifice, suffering and blood and our arm-chair ge"er
who trod the primrose path of inconsequential discussion
mostly futile negotiation to snatch the fruits of freedom f,g
themselves and their immediate followers ". (p. 236) 5

The first part of his
to the beginnings, when dr
men rising out of th

chosen work takes him right bad’
agon's teeth were sown and af alé
em. There were at least a dozen small-SC€ L
revolts, sporadic risings and pockets of agrarian unrest - ’1
all against British rule, but forming sociopolitical comple’fﬁi
where sentiments of armed conflict smoulcared after the Muﬂg&
had been put down. The capital area for the unrest was Mahdr®”,

shtra, by a sort of historic compulsive. "The memory © a;
former greatness", wrote Minayer, the Russian traveller in Ind! (s
contemporaneous|

y with Phadke, "is still fresh in the land °§i§;

the Marathas". (Diaries - A Journey to India and Burma).

|
Three star thinkers were piloting Indian thought off th:i
with M y

primrose path of dalliance: Bankim Chandra in Bengal ;
Anushilan essays based on Geeta, Bal Gangadhar Tilak in Maharé
shtra with his Karma Yoga Shastra, also an exposition of ‘23
and the volcanically dynamic Vivekananda with his Gospel o’f‘
Vedanta. The Upanishads are the original scriptural (Vedic) Ver*;:
ton, of which the Vedanta (Brahma Sutras) is the philosOPh‘af’
and Geeta, the popular version, The three are the same.

Bankim Chandra's vision of Mother Invincible, armed cap-8

pie, and the immortal evocation 'Bande Mataram' in his Aran
Math (1882) set the country on fire. It worked in Indian politi®®

in. much the same way in which the vision of the Mothet!

in "Cathleen ne Houlihan" by W.B. Yeats did in the Celtic Revivael
't'wenty years after. It comes just after the departure of
poor, old woman" (ireland).

::Diq you see an old woman go down the path?

I did not, but I saw a young girl and she had the

walk of a queen.

The outstanding fact in Indian history from 1859 the

end of the Mutiny, to 1885, the start jan Nation
Congress, was that it was dominated by to\.\f/o t?tera:)rilaof thought”
One was the policy of petty progress, carried on jointly by the
British indian bureaucracy and that section of the Indian intell¥”
gentsia which had picked up acquaintance with British histor)’
Parhamentary.methods and Liberalism. The other -was traditio™
not unprogressive,but,on the one hand,going back to older,indigen"

8s
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’ghmory, that of Hindu leadership against Muslim domination gnd,
on the other hand, taking inspiration nqt only from the /l\imeng:g
War of Independence, the Fresh Revolution and the West Europear
Political movements of 1830 and 1848 and thg ideas of Mazz}&h
but also from the Wahabis (wh. were at one time held responsi Pe
for the murder’ of justice Norman of C:'cutta and Lord Mayo.
the Viceroy), the Nihilists of Russia and the Babis of Iran. Certa1<;1
aspects of this crucible have not yet been adequately researche f

bove (I, there were the memories of the Indian Mutiny o

1857 1o inspire.

these lines of thought and action v_/anted
an end of the British rule. The former wanted the demxs§ .to
€ gradual and constitutional and themsglves to .pe the ‘exr's
10 it. But the latter preferred the guillotine and d1rect.—ac(t:1ho_n .
he difference was much the same as could be observed in China
a few years later - between the reformers ](ang Yu Wexl, Llang'—
Chi-Chijao and others of their way of thinking and the Boxers',
n_SO called.

Kol

Exponents of both

The Indian constitutionalists, the Liberals or Modegq:;e:t;
3s they came to be called, founded nearly ha}f-a-dozpn Intéo- ness
Institutions of the same category as the Indian National ongrh_ )
though of course with less British support and less far-reac mgf
consequences. The neutral Russian traveller Minayer wrote O

¢ Indian situation in 1880 as follows:

ong the educ-

" .
There is general discontent. But | have not met am
. of the word.

3ted people a single revolutionary in the full s‘ert:ie
€Y want to find a modus-vivendi with the English®.

those who had been

Evidently pe meant by 'educated people’ lethal dramas

' England for education. He could not guess that
€Te being rehearsed elsewhere.

s became politically

i hmo-
1 i esting study. The Brahmo
S oty o thegrevival of the Upani-
lture of those days,

Orie How religion itself among the Hindu
Samr;t-ed and two-pronged
and the Ar;t;e S:(r:r?:jlreadlso e?ounded in that century on the re:(;\r;aé

e Vedas, Were’ both simultaneously tradx?xonal;;:e g:)nstitu-
o, and progressive in some others. They provndedl e e llo-
conalists the national cultural background for menta

he it i them

Wta a“Cipation. The impact of British edlu?a:mn fon S

of Stht ; ision to the oyster that formed pear S5 he oundation
1

Philosophy was home-grown.
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For 1h .
Came througl’\e ‘cehxeponents of 'direct-action', a similar back
of the Tantras thre-asserr.wn of the militant, sanguinary
Indian Police, ’Iookie worship of Durga (Chandi) and Kalis
seize copies of th ng for subversive secret societies, Y

the Chandi and the Geeta. It was like 3

where the
. Pagan god
tvus', were taking gparst.HeCatE, Ate and the northern gods 'R

"

O[}U:)ilii fr}:;m the garth, in regions far

™ the Volsungs imet for war:

Reen to a distant sky ’
ang Brynhild's battle-cry*.

[Elise Ay'e®

Dr. A
Inimitable S‘igguptadtakes the story of the beginnings N his O%-
history, of wg'id‘an also much more. For he travels thro
Bengal voluntee Much was terra incongnita. The story of
zini-like aloofners and of their feader Hem Ghosh, with his 3
ings Raid have izvand anonymity, and that of the Writers’ ngf
and with so much der t?efore_ been told as authoritatively &% h
rection of  corh €tail. It is also spacious enough for the resi?
hero's acolade N characters from oblivion, who deserve .d"
» but had been until now negl’ectt‘:‘d - Habu ;:?d

of Rodda's for j
or j , ;
be. Nstance. The narration is vigorous, as it SP°°.

M

¥
1

i
Qnr;et;értaittone 15 nowadays preferred
Toie themay be @)etter, if we must,
Than moi s Stance impressive and absurd
0 see the hero for the dust".

[Donald Da"“"J

The st '

known. So a};);yar:fmthe Chittagong armoury raid is quite wel

ing through the rj he confrontation and clash at Balasore- Echo

sore has becomemag,:ngab‘.’erses of Bijoylal and Kazi Nazruly Ba(l:;

gav!?r tWhCQr:e the ringed-inldfl?g legend. The little mound off gy

an ittapri

with blood anaé)rggrtfe;l‘l, and Jatin Mukherjee, the leader, half

tfo Hight on unto their last puiey’ (O ed @ death-defying foursog’w

ew of us k insi » is now a sacred spot. But

that sudden n;\;/ th(; inside story of the Wraj;:;f's Eguilding

bureaucracy? A“p tg doom on the Palladian citadel of Briti

action on the spot'mlse15 generally known is that Badal died X
3 noy, mortaily wounded, very soon 2 ert

Raidv

Fand Dinesh faced the gallows,

ve faced an e o numer? 5.
nemy far to -bhﬂd

#

fndia Past and Present 87

almost enjoying the experience.
But the brilliant staff-work that brought off all this, the butld-up
and the coordinations remain largely anonymous, though some
of the actual participants still live. When we are all dead, this
back would be here to remind.

X "Rob Indja Come Home" used to be the joke for ‘Rich
In the {8th and early 19th century, when Western adventurers
were shaking the pagoda tree and collecting its fruits. The Ocht-
erlony manument standing in stiff phallic arrogance in the Cal-
Cutta maidan might just as well have been a monument 10 hisy
bribe-taking. '

To these young men, also adventurous perhaps, but in the
Supreme, sujcidal adventure of partriotism, India in bondage was
Just the grand old country to die ior. Some difterence indeed:
In any case, they took their wages and went home. The hines

°f Chesterton come back.

"Men that are men again; who goes home”

Tocsin and trumpeter: Who goes home?

For there's blood on the field and blood on the foam

And blood on the body when Man goes home.

And a voice valedictory. Who is for Victory?

Who is for Liberty? Who goes home?"

of The detail of the narration is of interest also to the student
Political Science as a step-by-step categorization of the uses

ot violence in methods. They are as follows:-

Defensive:  }) Maintenance of Internal discipline
2) Against attack
3) Reprisals

Offensive: {) Aggression

Depots and arsenals, the blow-
uildings, to (reate a
for secret operations.
for mass effect and

2) Raids on Arms
ing up of public b
a safe, active base
3) Sporadic acts of .violence
propaganda; also to raise money,
4) Violence on the racial plane.

calculated to produce

Acts themselves non-viofent, but .
fude the following

ST organi . '
items.gamze violence on a wider scale would inc

L]
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1) Indoctrination - 1o be distinguished from
propaganda.

2) Procurement of arms and ammunition bY
theft and purchase and

3) Negquanons. amounting 1o all1ancesy with
foreign Powers

The ’ ,
more than Y,Z"ﬁ;e“'gh‘s up the bhind alleys and bye-ianess
: ole w:(lhe main highways. But neverthelesss
u and :a' The story of constitutional evolution
inks up with the other hsstory, almost

33

P pari pass
nexus,

In part 1w -
. [s) ] )
position of the 1 the story moves nto crescendo With the }

the concep

of violence i
in order
needs non- to exist,

t of -
non-violence needs and has to presupl

; ; but the concept af violence
vi p
olence in order 10 be effective or to be known

The i
that of in~?i!ot:¥sn°f the Khiafar and the Hindu-Mushtm q@sﬂg
towarde oo gCe 8 among leaders and their invincible
nlres of pelf and power, that of Nem“.sl his
§

and his INA and fin:
clearly and sharply dl:;:\,gaziij the British abdication - @

The afed
question ‘Sthoi? qu the Mahatma's entanglement with the K‘!afﬁ
India - is fant ISt considerable experiment with dipiomaq“‘
counter with ?sn’c' tf not bizarre. He made 1t his chief bafg.a’naﬂd
everybody a;mndsan Muslims; but nobody knew much of it e
abolished ’n wgst next to nothing. And the AMuslims themseé iy
The Cheshire €re 1t had been cumbering the ecarth USCI?Z;‘
Wonderland f;1611 disappeared but the grin remained - a verit

affair. 1 know of no better guide to this {(28T
5 ncludm

of history than D
» Dr. Sengupta’s book co
paragraph of his chapter on the Mahainixa: ould quote the

~ "The Khil
officials openly as{:itd
Mushms also became
it they remained a s
had made a great ef

TNttty

movement ended in a fiasco, bul aritlﬁh
that Gandhi used it for his purposes

;-‘parate entity. Mahatmaji thought
hut far from ort for the achievement of Hindu-
achieving his object, he paved the waY¥

o Two G Pey : s
Mahatm greatest figures of Indian nationd v
aji and Netap. [t 5 4 strange mutual dcpendence %&;‘3 A

acutely conscious of their bargaifing ne
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the emergence of two men - M.A. Jinnah and Nathuram Binayak

Godse,
is not to get the better of irony,

the Mahatma did an important thing. He allowed the {ndian'Mus-
lims a Khilafat, though only for a few years, and Indian History
to have an exotic, quixotic episode 10 shine for ever.

In any case, if solemnity

w when the perennial Hindu-Mu-

Slim  question arose. Though research may have ferreted out
the fact, by and large, would

Something or other to contradict it, ar
remain inescapable that the Mahatma and the 'question' appeared
At least the boil became

On the Indian scene almost together. .
feady for the lancet then. There could have been no Hindu-Muslim

Question in terrorism; neither the Hindu nor the Mu§lim terrorist
€Xpected any immediate dividend except death or prison. A com-
mon religion of the ‘maximum suffering of a minority’ xr}spired
them both, Here it was different; it was minimal suffering of
€ majority and there were loaves and fishes to be had en passant

One may be curious to kno

i blowing up molehills into mountains
N their own divisive interests and the Hindu-Muslim question
Prospered. But they were very much an integral part of the scen-
ario and could not just be wished away. Did anybody think the

Hindus ' i-parti jement by them-
and have a bi-partite settleme y -
e o s 2 e? Evidently someone did

selves, in va make it operativ

~.and that e:g?e;in:n?vhy the Mahpatma, after the Viceroy refused
M the interview he had sought, unless he withdrew the Auggst
Tesolution of 1942, turned to Mr. Jinnah and continued courting
Nsuit in 3 serjes’ of dialogues, all pre—ordained to futility. If

ybody gained from the Malabar Hill dialogues, 1t %as the Muslim
®ader. For he was, at this time, relatively speaking, just 2 light-

weight, but with the world famous apostle of non-violence beating
gasd head against his wall in vain, he got world-wide pg;‘ti)hcg%
hot importance quite gratis; and he badly neec}ed both. et.1
sy Concede an inch, he did not put forward a single c?ns;ruc.lgve
Shggestion, he just sat back and exploited the.Mahatmas umility

dMelessly, Muslim intransigence Wwas growing at a galloping

3%, indeed.

The foreign rulers were

Mahatma's leadership seems

At of :
undamental feature e. It was directly derived

t .

f?of?\avg been his fondness for compromis s e e ot
extre. if not a synonym for, his nonviolence. Eve n his most
mise Tist performances, he never gave up his hopes for ; plf
l'ese. He restored to the Indian masses their lost sense of seli-
PeCt and manhood and created some sort of mass political
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¥sis of it in his book.

omise was with

and greatest compr
And

The Mahatma's last
Id of the Partition.

m? Partition and with Pakistan, the chi
Is cost him his life.

ab The tremendous absurdity which knocked out all _minor
H,Sdeltles was that a member of the majority community, &
“”‘dU, killed him in the name of India Irredenta. It was the idea-
tsm of & group - Godse was only the tip of an iceberg - against
hat of another. Ethical questions can never be judged volumetri-
Cally, Neither the non-violence of the Mahatma, nor the violence
of his assassin was for personal gain. The Mahatma had become
the State jtself, representing both the peopie and the Government
N & uniquely characteristic way and, though by-passed in the

all-important matter of the partition which he had opposed,
the next most important state policy,

be was irying to shape . :
?ame')’ that in regard to Pakistan. The group that killed him
fh that he had outlived his usefulness and was becoming a disuti-
'ty. His epic life demanded martyrdom and Godse gave it.

in all this, the principle

t:a‘ the Netaji inflexibly followed was: nAyt Caesar, aut nu}lu?:'
at is, in the present context, “Either full freedom OF nothing",

and that by any means, violent or non-violent. He never sought
i attempted negotiations with

In stark contrast to the Mahatma

an | . d

“? interview with the Viceroy nor ‘

e Britishers. If palaverings of more meaningful conferences
have to be with the enemy's enemy,

h
nzd to be, they should always
ver with the primary enemy.

leaders created a
d to make all
And these
had the Mahatma as

count The Congress
Since r)’_ which conspxr_e
rities seem childish.
lne W‘fal_led, or 'clique' -
iltiam Plomer's words:-

political idea
leaders - the 'set’

"With a firm grasp of half-truths,

With political short-sight,

With a belief (they) could disarm, .
But at the same time fight"
They could do nothing against anybody.

looked foolish;

they .
ir lion-~-skin,

through the
of lion-skin,

rule Against Mr. Jinnah,
th rs, as soon as they saw
emselves to it. Their own piece

i

n atmosphere all over the
lism and even

, it might
its holy mascot.

and the British
quickly allied
much damaged
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~ char
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Here the author discusses at
ritain left India. In fact, this
ges that went pefore had been
it with his usual expositive
financial weaknesses
capsular form

lsgmtehel matter of interpretation.
is the ength the question why B
conve question on which all the pa
skill "Séng- The author discusses _
of Gan goes Fhrough the post-war economic-
: reat Britain and puts down his conclusion in

in the last sentence:

"Through the ordeal of hunger, thirst, privation
forced marches, hair-breadth escapes and 'dis-
astrous chances by flood and field', Subhas
Chandra Bose wrested freedom from the British
and then left it to.others to unfurl the

National Flag on the Red Fort"

as followed the book
m the observation;
pungently put.

w Nobody who h closely and critically
COU‘d fail to acclai the division of labour
ould hardly be more truthfully or
e British le{

tified, on th
e ||?‘

remains why th
are we jus

But even so, the guestion
nndia wrests freedom

Indi .
evdi:ja. A second question also OCCUTSs
ence set forth, in claiming that

the answer this book provides is more
logical sensé that

- despite the acute
er after the War:

e X
Pervades it. There has been freedom all ov i
Indonesia, Ceylon, not to mention

'wrest'

;n hBurma, the Malaya States, (
freeOdSt of others - in fact, where not?. And did they also 'v
Pat ]°""7 As far as | know they did without Nehru, even without
ex el, 'the iron man’, in some kind of way- They had their own
lesi;e"lf:nce of imperialism and struggled against 11, also Mahatmaj@-
s and Netaji-less. In their agony perhaps, they never felt their
men?'ce' Yet freedom came to all of them. Like unearned incre-
has b’ a socially created value, .‘freedom' in t.he ppst—war \yorld
Hart een a direct result of the international situation. As Liddel
er 0b5¢rves: "Although Britain managed to hold out behind
a sea-ditch, rescue only came after a prolonged war had become
the wold-wide struggle. In the end, Hitler was overthrown by

weight of America and Russia, but Europe was left exhausted

and under the shadow of communist domination".

to choose between being
satellite of the USSR and
cy of the USA, preferred the
up with FDR'S emissary Louis
d also submitted to the persis-

. 'o me at least,
Patriotic than convincing

To

having

An exhausted Britain,
political

anineCQnomic if not also a
]attegr just an economic dependen
Johnsénmls e)gplams. why she put

in India during the war an
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1ent pressure
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by Te

c‘);m";’dl;g:ar. Both men dominated the political 5“""“{

sonality tg several decades, each giving the impress of pr

countries wh";;: history not only of this country b?“ °‘d§

however had ‘h' were then fighting for freedom. Nel

ment,  whe is cherished ideals attained, or even d@‘-‘& %
’ N departing from the world. While Gandh ¥

many w % "
caus{- heorld;b that he was disillusioned of the freedom™ :" el
ands to sac (;\'”ed his whote life time and inspired ¢
tin rilice thewr all, Nehru was not so forthright in

B the failure of jm 8.

last years his mussion. Byt those who s$a¥
coul L. J
before he sar‘;'kd p;ee that he was fast sinking SP“"“"‘”-

between ysically. How do we explam
the two men who were dissimilar in most
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this q INg 1. His narration however cannot

uestion on th
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. the openin . »

which o 1 g of what s called the "G .
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alism to socgial‘ the worldwide transition of humanity from
political scene l‘,;m,' The Mahatma in fact came 10
tarian uictatorshi a couple of years after the lirst state
left the world Ip In the worid had its birth. By the time
of the former Ru disappointed man, the young proletari2’
ful country in L:;smn empire had become the second Most
first prolevarian e world, following the grand victory
built by capital state in the world against the mightiest
in Asia, ingudirl\sgm.(lh/i\nanm:ber of countries in EuroPC rae
process of embracing, the' so:?aliasl:esi;(:)tle;mbraced’ o v

in

These devel
untouched. The Rﬁﬁs'?:,? ts,e in world politics had not Jeft

. voluti ;
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oint : arrying th truggle
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the political frénd‘a a socialist society in the future, © pp¢‘
the minds of tee om from the British was the frist stePs Bl lgs
of peasants and ?:ra‘if l;gousa“ds of industrial workers, lasel"i‘

as well as of the rank angurers and other sections of the expd jo

led by the Mahatma.

jes

{utiond’ e

in the victory of the revol o
themsleves, the guarantee Y& gid

Two significant developments fol

all obstacles in their way and 2 it
nary struggle. Small groups of e

file worker ' organisa® o . -
s of the national of§ lovled' ;
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: tion (the Congress)
_ Firstly, a section within nationa action
!lmt?ibed the ideas of socialism an
Which would move the organisation 10

Considered left or radical Congressmen.

- ations dedicated 10
organisations . i
separate -,gaust democractic revolut

e formation of

to the cause

Secondly, on to the

of taking India's anti-imper

Point of socialist revolution emerged- d and the consohdation do
ress Socialist Party on the one hand S g unified au-l_r;iéa
iffe-

the various red communist groups to e a
Party were St?xznzewi significant events which made 5 the unorg”
fence in politics. The two organisationt o i-imperialist
anised feft in the Congresss CONSHIUES & 0g ional orgal”
front opposed 1o the right-wing leadershiP oadical anti-imperialist
sation’ the beginning of the sear of theﬂ:e jution.
forces here to tind an Indian variant of N
n the anti-imp~

trands 1 .
us S ted for a tlme
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erialist and radical movements in
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o ,’"’}S follows the position as it obtaine
reedom struggle: Communist
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dom movement.
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arty and the rest of the free | the consequence

Vas the appreciation of the IWO o -
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Selves from the Quit India movement. g
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Peoples going up 1o the militan was thats by the
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Ume the bourgeois leaders of the freedo \a, the Communist
g enough 1o pos€

all colonial

i jated them-
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(b} Paraflel 1o s division berween the leaders
National Organisation (the new rulers of free lndia) and t
nsed party of the Indian working «lass, another division 2
came 1o the surface, ie. among the leaders of {
classes themsefves. Mahating Gandhi's  disciples broke vﬁ
n fact, though they paid formal obeisance to hime This rev™ s
fnay bc pardoned for quoting a few sentences from the
Meaning of Gandhisarn' 10 his book entitled The Mahat™}
the Ism:

..

L1V t o‘ y

. Gandhi's role 1n hustory  as  the foremost teade? al#

ourgeoisie should not be tahen to fean that he wa:he .
n

ﬁgddon. every assut, at one with the bourgeoisic. i x
nd, 3t as characteristic of him, and the (lass of whic S
the friend, phifosopher and guide, that on severdl Occaswn 1
on several 1ssues, his wgs a4 manority voice, f not 8 lones
On such occasions, he and  they .sg'rm-d afhong themgelve i
they would temporarily go along different paths. This s ¥ in |
menon  which manifested 1tself again and  again
post-non-cooperation years (division of labour between the
nsts and the no changers)y then an the vears after the
Civil disobedience movement; several times during the
:\;\oe”:n;?\:ws?d finally, in the months preceding an
of independence.

1S llfe :
1 isﬂ"

" .
his id Particularly was this true of the last days of hi {
s ldealism came into conflict with the "iorn practic®

* . r
the 'steel minded' Sardar Patel, with the modernism of the

intellectual Pandit Nehru and several others who ha gro "*FZ

cotleagues i . s

gulf Eetweea:dh!leutenan!s for several years. It was m;l'.te L

in the o tm o and his colleagues that made his life 3
post-independence months even before thal

to a tragic end". (1981 edition p. 118)

Congrégm::e?:d Wbas 4 difference also between
agreed that the M y Nehru and Patel respecuvely-
ress after 1 “ahatma s advice on the dissolution ©

the country became independent was 1M

the ideological

men wereg' and temperamental difference between ts.tl
i € indeed serious. The two leaders n fact con
N practice two rival ' Gover?

al centres of power within the
it not been for the expiry of the
would have proved a much more

ontend with. However, as Gandht hé
the political approach of Nehru ha

of free India. Had
1950, his followers
ior_ce for Nehru to C
estimated earlier,

india Past and.Present 99

abiding appeal to India's masses. This in fact was the real reason
why, in the period following the expiry of Sardar Patel, Nehru
succeeded in overwhelming his ideological opponents in the ruling
party and dominating the party and the Government.

(d) This however does not mean that, with the end of the
Gandhi era and the expity of the Sardar, Nehru had the field
clear before him. Even in the absence of the Sardar, the forces
which he had led were powerful. As early as in the first general
elections under the new constitution (1952), the Congress was
Challenged on the one hand by the rightist and separatist forces
In some parts of the country, while the forces of radicalism,
democracy and soctalism were more powerful in some other
pParts, The two-fold challenge succeeded in cutting the Congress
10 size. Nehru however was shrewd enough to mount the counter-
offensive aiming his arrows simultaneously at the two targ_ets.
A clear "turn to the left" in policies was his answer. New rela'tlo.ns
°f friendship and cooperation were forged with the socialist
countries abroad, while the declaration of socialism as the national
80al took care of the internal problems. The new shift was expe-
Cted 1o -"take the wind out of the sails" of the left, wh{le_ it
Would “expose the reactionary character" of the right opposition.
N?hru thus fulfilled the expectations of the Mahatma that he
With his “leftist" image would be able to ride the storm that
Was bound to sweep over the country after independence. The
ardar Patel variety of Congress leaders would not have been

able to do this.

This is the setting in which this the last volume of the
stern powers

biography opens. After a brief honeymoon with the wester .

and the subsequent "Hindi-Chini and Hindi-Russy Bhai-Bhai" period,
balance had been struck in which both the western and the

Socialist powers were anxious to be friends with Nehru's India.

Gghr';'s visit to the United States in December 1956, says Dr.
pal:

"was more fruitful than the earlier one in 1949, The broad
Cooperation in the Suez Crisis prepared the ground for
closer relations in the other matters. [t was reported ;o
the Prime Minister, for example, that on problems of atomic
energy the United States was far more flexible and under-~
Standing than other Western pOwers. 'it_ seems clear to
me that our direct relations with the United States should
be strengthened and that our approach 1o them shquld
Not be made through or with the help of the United King-

dom' (p, 40)
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riendship among the peoples
indissolubly linked with the
ever-growing
her difficuit

forces fighting for peace and f
of the world. 'Your name is
successes which independent India, playing an
part in international affairs, has achieved on
but gloriou: path of development" (p. 107).

hich Nehru earned from the
d the United S5tates however

The respect and affection w
in world politics, as had

le

igders of both the Soviet Union an

eennot make him the leading figure
expected by a large number of his friends and followers.

In § » A '
In fact, one of his closest friends in the years immediately preceq—
Lord Mountbatten, 15

i

r';%:o:tnd following the transfer of power,

iNterv‘Gd by Dr. Gopal to have stated during the course of an
ave iew in 1970 that, "If Nehru had died in 1958, history would

cent "e'f“embered him as the greatest statesman of the twentlgth

bo‘h“r y". Dr. Goapl adds: "Mountbatten saw that year as marking

i the peak and the commencement of a down hill trend because

1t .
ewas from then that India's relations with China,
8an rapidly to deteriorate” {p. 75).

already uneasy,

the development of India-China

Dr. Gopal's narration of
ly the solid support of the

conflj
lm?ifhm shows that Nehru had not on C
Wman people who were convinced that the Chinese were In the

ng, but also the sympathy of the two major pOwers of the

World - the United States and USSR, both of them being, for
hinese. Not that either of

?Aifrirent reasons, opposed to the Chine . .
but gave full-throated suppor?! to lndl.a's. case against China
ove they were both sympathetic. why is it that, despite this
‘nd_f\?helmmg support inside the country and syrnpa‘thy abroad, .\
ia's conflict with China ended in such a humlllan?nﬁ_\qr‘the.,‘

N\ S o

c
ountry and for Nehru personally? NGO

G "China's deceit and use of force over the years", answers
opal. Byt why was Nehru unable 10 counter the Chinese “deceit”
dia and

wf:hd.h‘)neSt politics? Why did Nehru's
to ‘ﬁIPIOma‘cy prove unequal to the Chi
hirﬁser;? rational answsers to these qu
enself with the thought that the -
Ping humiliation on India, that her @f
with "F°f. China to continue the }yar
arm growing problems of suppliest’
agey recovering from the initial blows .
alit, especially as the Soviet Union was ing away from
Y, the United States was ready to %— full ;su
| was EZNJ‘LI\ of-Chin

ndj S
2 and world opinion in genera )
S

(I £ or ce BAnable

; e author gconsoles
*e did not gotbeyond
withdrew later.y &
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N

)
ainst such an India iand
logistics and . ag gs an
uld secure littl; nt-
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;s hthe Chinese leaders were in their personal animosity 1
li:nru and much as they might abuse him as a minion O

Yy zhevy could not have wished to see India wholly ¢
ggoznhe' ;lrest for military assistance.... On 19 November
poot informed the Indian charge d' atfairs that the 0
ualr was to settle the dispute In an objective and {riendly m
?cr: betwf(:ﬂldaysd later the Chinese announced o unilateral c®
Line in the o of days later by withdrawal north of the
sect e east and the 'line of actual control’ In

ors, with police posts in the withdrawn areas" (pp- 2

30-2348

Ever since  this humuhiation  at  the hands of the
?rmy, explanations have been offcred by various persons con .
Dor Ehe tragedy that the confhict with China rurned out lt

r. Gopal himself refers to many of them, such as the wily
scheming nature of the Chinese leaderstup, the faith With -

india Past and Present

4 dpearing to deal with the surface of things without uncovering

the inner core. 'Science itself has arrived at a stage when vasi
New possibilities and mysteries loom ahead. Matter and energy
and spirit seem to overlap'. Communism offered some kind of
faith and discipline and suceeded, to an extent, in giving a content
10 man’s life. But ultimately it failed w..” (p. 61).

Gopal continues: "This line of thought was moving towards

Metaphysics, which normally Nehru shunned_but now he was
attracted to it and willing to search for something basic underlying
the physical world. He was drawn 1O the Vedantic conception
that everything, sentient or insentient, had its place In the organic
Whole and to the belief that 3 spark of the dlvme 1mpulse or
the energy or life force which pervades the universe might help
to get rid of some of the narrowness of race, caste and class
a_nd lead to more tolerance and understanding. Planning for socia-
Sm was important, for the barrier of poverty had to be broken
by the utilisation of modern techniques and new sources of power.

Nehru dealt with the ¢ : Kris
e Chinese » the mustakes committed BY

Mﬁﬂorr\\J and others, and so (;n. None of these however exp «-7 3:” India had to evolve her own peaceful dap;t);oaizssir;?ngseil;

oyrpath e ould V en Wit 7 & objecti dividual improvement an e

ey ot g e s “sup \ ective o et e and spiritual aspects

;):gxpathy \vvhic:h he enjoyed abroad and the mass suppor:‘
ia was a weaker adveérsary to Ching than many had t

befo The Chinese leaders who had tought for nearly two deC
oy rae ft:rey established themselhves as the rufers of meI o

' more valuable f e e e g litica
as mihtary warfare. und of expenence i po

] After they became the ruling par ;
:ﬂ:z t:gd hcc;nsg);;‘dated the cceonomy and polity 1N SUd; g‘?’ :
y ha ind them a united y kilt s
‘ people led by a » o
;r;en[t:c:j:.nd I;)‘rgamsauonal eadership, ﬂ\f)\ stood In marke e
o yearswfld\ had no umted political leadership €
of freedom struggic and whose people had SU

started mMovi . j
INg away from the ruling party, as was

very first gener :
dence. & al elections held after the attainment of

Th
€ new problems thrown up before the ruling partys
.ng W

Nehru as i

to Nehrau \Lt:o t(:ﬁmost leader, were in fact matters caus! i
reexamining the d. author points out, began a serious m“‘,’spgsagidé
appeared tgolhhg digits of his Life of earlier decades. »Civil wit}
the capid pacelf‘nf mentally exhausted and unable 10 COP: d
far beyond the ol change in human hfe. Science was ad
and posing proni comprehension of 4 very great part of munda"
Standing, m‘Lch elms which most persons were incapablée ~0f‘on o
social usage ess of solving. The disciphnes of religto el

8¢ were fading away without o ©

oral s S 1 lace 0 3
W or spiritual disciplines. Rationalism t%)lc:"sger’r)\ed inadequ‘

and ‘ ﬁf '

inequalities wi ing the ethical
A ithout forgetting the nd spif (
of life which were the basis of culture and civilisation and which

Bave some meaning to life; ‘and perhaps weé might also kesp
IN view the old Vedantic ideal of the life force which is the
INner bhase of everything that exists"™ (p. 62)-

cludes, "or rather

"Thi . Nehru". the author con !
s was a new Ment the conventional

9 reversion to th rlier Nehru of the 19208, tior
wlndu' Untoucheduai‘ igt by rationalist ideas and the unquestlomr:jg
O"Shlpperof Gandhi,” seeing in his mastec's philosophy and methods
o ide°1°gy far su;;erior to that of Bolshivism vand Fas.asm..dHe
w?s Now a socialist but was seeking to mix his left—r\:ngg lxwzaz
a\t,h a sophisticated form of religious commitment. He taheal93%s
andoured the method of non-violence; but, whereas “; o oSt
Suit 1940s it had commended itself to him as the_teg nq ©  and
cone,d to India, he was now pursuaded of 1S intinsic me]t nd

Sidered it more important than even the objective. 'hwh
wagu'iOUS amalgam of socialism, science and religion whic e
MOW trying to evolve" (p. 62, Emphasis added).

Such a leader, so harassed by the problems he had to solve
w2t he had made a full turn from  modernism, rationalism and

;2:§Iallsm to mysticism and Gandhism, stood at the head (ifma-\
N aple and an army that had gone through the fire of a re\:; s
whiqg, LEOPle’'s war and unified the country. This is an asp
the author fails to note.
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The formation of such

in one stale.
;arevented in 1957. But,

a )
aftccv.emmem in Kerala in :
after it was formed, the Congress organised an agitation agaxgxst

2 3 . -
é‘ which culminated in the “},iberationt struggle”s following which
e Centcal Government dismissed the Government. Dr.

Gapat explains:

Kerala

n "Nehry knew that dismissal of the State Government could
;’t be justified on principle and that he was being de;zbemteiy
ushed jnto it. 4 he had acted earlier the situation might have

nzen‘ contained; but his strict adherence to correct artitude of
N-intervention ted by

K the swmmer of 1959 10 conditions 10
efala from which he could no 1onger

if stand aloof. Fyen then,
e} th‘.’ Namboodiripad Ministcy had accepted his ady‘;ce argd ordered
€Ctions ynder their oWP auspices, the situation i

Yetrieved, But there Wwas why the Communist Party

should help him out of 3 quandary create Congress Party-50
ehry, acting as Prime \inister with ultimate responsibilityy

took what seemed to him ab inescapable step- it could be fautted
ired by nartow party

g pe interpreled a3 inspt

int‘:muge; but it appeared 10 him to be '

wrorest. He finally arrived ol @ decision which ’I’w o
asi ng for what he believed were the right reasons”. (p- 73, Emph-

1S added)

a Not only did Nehru cte_d .mxmstry
isngw election which was not }ustiﬁabie on any principle and
o issed that Government since it did not oblige, he also came

‘0 opportunistic agreements with casi€ and communal organisat-

his SUCCESSOFS. This

ions. ;
Ns-a pace-setter for subsequent acuons by _
5 narrativé but, even without

la
t E:Qr aspect is omitted i Dr. Gop 1 ; e
for analysis, the action, 52y Go ched Nehru's reputation
e ethical behaviour in politics ands a longterm view, weas
in ded his position. For his chief strengths poth before and aftef
ependence, had been he influence 1€ van
ottg, 2dical circles and generally among thinking people who
ingr |, had little interest in immediate political problems - an
o uenge which enabled Nehru 1o force the Congress machine
Move along paths of which it did ©ot approve: Even when,

i
" the early years of free india, the Communist party had been
him and hostile 1o his Government, Nehru

8d retatiated sharply but had not aliowed his measures against

OMmMmunist resistance to b€ swamped into general opposition

ommunist ideotogy and objectivess Thereafter the Cqmmun}st
eral cooperation with

Pa

e;fy had returned to the srack of geD 4
1o tu. But now, in the summer if 1959, Nehru allowed himself
be driven into action alien to his outlook and contrary 74

y to force on the ele
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NOTES AND QUERIES

which is published

T .
he letter to Sir Mortimer wheeler,
ragment recovered

L" this column, is the 1ast titerary f
y Miss Mira Roy f(rom among the heap of published

and unpublished papers left by her tate uncle, gourindra-

:‘“”‘ Roy India Past and present is eternally grateful
o Miss. whole-hearted cooperatipn in

bringing out ume in honour of a scholar

truly worthy of homage.

Roy for her
the present vol

D .
ear Sir Mortimer,
etter in which 1 had

fgt‘ght your advice. in relation to an article of_mine entitled
Cauelg Administration in Ancient India's 1 had in .that lgtter
on your attention 1O a emarlgablg design painted
Hara cemetery H pot described by Vats In his monograph on
ang bpa and reproduced in piggott's Prehistoric India [p. 234
as had pointed out the i identifying the painting
Vedan illustration of the Sarama legend occurring in the Rig-
to a 1, 32 and X, 108. Sarama, according 10 the texts referred
, was the divine bitch of Indra, who pursued and recovered
stolen by the

f

a‘t)):, her heavenly lord the COWS which had been _

riginal Panis. The design o0 the cemetery H Ppot includes
firmly holding 2 pair of cows,

1
W“i/toh long haired persons €a : ~
also a dog closely pursuing the pair on the. left_51de. The scene
do includes two peac i e immediately after the
ofg.l As the peacock, according to t yth, is a symbol
put ndra, it is quite possible that the two peacocks here were
or in with a view 10 indicating that the dog belonged to the
X of heaven. But the resemblance, though close, mMay. also
quite accidental and ! should be glad 1© have your opinion.

I wonder if you received my earlier |

1 should like to have

oticed some of the recent articles
painted grey pottery a

There is one other point on which

i)’:u;;‘ views. You must have 0N
dat ncient India which assign to the ‘
d e before 1000 p.C. The question is whether such a high
ating is justified. All that one€ knows regarding the date of

this pottery is that it was older than the N.B.P. ware. But
e from doubt. At

latter ware is n
levels

the dating of the

v‘v:' BHIR mound the ware€ is said to have occurred at

ich are- believed to Dbe earlier than 300 B.C. How earlier
number came from between

got;wy really knows. "That the layer . :
h eet and 13 feet rface" [Ancient India 1. p. 56,
z’,’dly supplies any preci to their dating. The stratigra-
[t)olﬁal position of the majority ©f the finds does not appear
ave been precisely recorded.



nn frwha

at the

The statement that ‘the occypation lf‘""'. 1
depth of & feet below the surface s 3Pp’°"'ma‘e!<y)r Lo
[1bid, 1, p.se} s probably intended to be vahd only tratil¥
opened up during the 1945 excavation when the s,.,aﬂ;

of the area excavated was accurately exarmined. Ot
. n prQVlous

d_'Ctum be valid for the areds excavated 45 oM
find from fig. t {Anc.nga,,. |, p. 28} that the 19 erage '

on the basis of which the occupation levels at the an 3002
of six feet dppear to have been aswigned the date . '
Was found deposited above the wall of Phase 1A and ‘;‘ho‘rd
raneous with wall Phase 1. I, therefore, the coll u
safely be dated n ¢ 300 B.C., anv occupation lew«' theh
wall phase Il will have 10 be assigned a date earl€ ;
B.C. But are we sure about this dating”

The 18 bent bar coins of which the hoard 15
N2 doubt close sunilarity 1o those composing
which has been dated 1o ¢ 317 B.C. on the groun

thef ¢
of |
d 1 But

I8 a fresh coin of Philip Aridaeno [fbid, 1 P27 .
'S nothing to indicate either that the bent bars €€ 317 P
struck or that they ceased to wrculate soon aftef that
and there is thus absolutely no ground for assuming

bent bar coins are hecessarily C, 300 A.C. 1ssues.

Not a single coin of
the tull impression of the rircular die with
were stamped, whereas the 1924 hoard contained
coins bearing such an impression, a feature which 15
of early issyes represented by the Whitehead coins 7 !
Musegm. The 1945 hoard, tfmerciore, reflects a um s alr
practice of stamping full impressions on the bent bars ha tef
ceased. The hoard thys definitely belongs to a mu a
than the 1924 hoard. "

hos®
~Or look again at the evidence afforded by the t9é2
which has been dated by a coin of Diodotus [248 B
hoard did not contain a single stamped bar, and on "
it has been argued thay the bent bar coins ceased 10! e NCo
before 248 B.C. But it is difficult to pin one's faith on ('(‘)lodo“‘
tive evidence of a single find. Secondly, the coin © mPadi
> MO @ fresh issue and the date on which 11 came to fOF !
of a hoard is, on any showing, a date later than 248 B.C.

coif

. s

can Lt IS moreover extremely doubtful 1f any D'Od?gliodo‘u’
o 8lven as high a date as 248 B.C. The theory that D% e

I became an

indepe . -~ ‘has long ~
discarded, He pendent sovereign 1n 250 B.C CO“"

left no named coins, and all the Diodotus

India Past and Present

:hat have bheen found belong to his son Diodotus I who came
}jot the throne not before 228 B.C. This would rule out the posls;%—
(Ty of any coin of Diodotus being dated earlier than 228 B.C.
-3, Greeks in Bactria and India, Ist edition, p. 73]. This finding
in 0 full agreement with the wel-<nown historical fact that
- 243 B.C. the Taxila region formed part of Asoka‘s_ well gover~
?r?d EMpire which would not have tolerated the circulation <l>f
® Money minted by the rebel provincial Governor of a friendly
,"‘Onarchy. The Diodotus currency could have obtained c1tjculatxon
Y India only after the dissolution of the Maurya emplre.b 1;r;e
it hoard cannot therefore be dated in 248 B.C. Most prof athz
G Yas created when Taxila was overrun by the phalanx o
reco'e‘ac‘rian Demetrius, i.e. at C. 183 B.C.

Even if we accept for argument's sake the negative evid~
€NCe, offered by :rfepmz hogrd, all that we can say i mgt
no ent bar coins were pOSSib{y n CE{CUIanon about 183 B-ht-
\\fhen [as we have seen] the 1912 hoard was created. This mig h
X 3 date earlier than 183 B.C. for the 1945 hoard, th(l;u%t
th?'e is no cogent objection to the hoard being createS1 g ?he
this date or rather during the times of trouble following c
Coliaps.e of the Maurya empire. In any case the dat.eh cac:gt
€ fixed earlier than Asoka's death [C. 232 B.C.] which e ire
mosF Probably yshered in an era of chaos all over the empzt,
pa_'“CUIarl)’ in the north-west, the outcome of which was ?
Tuin trade, 1o contract the state and therefore circulation o

m .
ey and to encourage hoarding.

It s doubtful if we can with confi-
dence fjx’ aw;;ﬁf;z}rg‘l}.vg.rydar?:?or all occupation levels underlying
the Wall-Phase 1. All that can perhaps be said with certainty
> that Np.p, sherds found below the wall phase II are of a
date earlier than C. 183 B.C. and probably earlier than C. 232
17 But this certainly does not exist in the case of those sherds
Vhich were found outside the area excavated in 1945. 1t seerns
therefore time that the question of the dating of NBP Ware
35 examined afresh, and ! should be grateful to you if you

\‘:’iomd give the problem your attention and favour me with your
Sws,

With apologies for the length of this letter and kindest
Fegards,

Yours sincerely,

Sourindranath Roy.
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