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Election Scene

Waves, No; Currents, Yes

V. Balasubramanian

ALTHOUGH THE electorate’s attention has been (sought to be) distracted by descrip-

tions of the ailments of a nonagenarian leader of the people, greatly loved and widely

respected, or of the sacrifices or self-denials of an elite family, famous in our freedom

struggle, the election campaigns of the main political parties have been surprisingly -
positive, constructive and creative of informed public opinion. Even if regarded’
simply as exercises in educating “our masters”, the manifestos and public speeches

have on the whole kept to the expounding of the different political philosophies or

programmes which the citizens of this country are being asked to vote on. Given

the political context in which this election is being held, the ruling party has neces-

sarily been on the defensive. For the first time since the (sccond) emergency was

imposed, the prime minister and her colleagues in government and party have had to

come forward in public and justify in open debate not only that extraordinary act of
authority but also defend in detail the manner in which the administration has been
exercising the sweeping powers it has acquired by a stroke of the presidential pen,
That they have had to do it when much of the press is unforgivingly critical and a
large part of the public is evidently in no mood to give the ruling party the benefit
of doubt has not made their task easier for Mrs Gandhi or her fellow-campaigners.

It is therefore not surprising that theirs has been an up-hill fight for so much of
the distance. The wonder is that they are still so steadily soldiering on. They have of
course the clear advantage of being the functioning heirs and representatives, in
an almost unbroken line of succession, of an evocative force in our national conscious-
ness, viz., the Indian National Congress. Through the thick and thin of varying
fortunes, the Congress party has kept its flag flying as the party of political stability
indexed by a strong central government, economic progress synthesised through
planned development and social amelioration or advancement advertised by ear-
catching slogans. Quite naturally, therefore, the stalwarts and spokesmen of the ruling
party have sought to sell the line that the declaration of emergency and the exercise
of powers under it have been incidental to its discharge of its recognised dutics and-
obligations to the people who gave it its massive mandate to govern when they
Jast went to the polls. While regretting the necessity as they see it of the restriction
of civil liberties or the normal functioning of various democratic institutions, they
have argued that the greatest good of the greatest number, which is the raison ;1’etre
of a democratic political system, has clearly called for a regimen of order and djs-
cipline for safeguarding the basic values of national security, unity and progress—a
call which, they emphasise, no responsible government, possessed of an effective
majority in the legislature and enjoying decisive public support, could have had any
excuse for not heeding or responding to with all the resources at its command.

Whether the electrorate will go along with the ruling party in its claim that, by,
declaring emergency when it did and enforcing it how it did, the central gow:rnmeni‘:‘
has saved the country from political chaos and economic disruption remains to
seen, but we have only to wait for about a weck more. Meanwhile, it is a fair gu
that a very large number of voters probably has no difficulty in belicving
ruling party’s claim to be best fitted to provide the country with a strong cents
government and through such a government ensure national strength and security and
continuity of political stability and economic progress. In this sense, Mrs Gandhi and
her party may have no cause to be dissatisfied with the course or impact of their
election effort so far. What must and evidently does worry them are the fairly ptb-‘
nounced areas of discontent and disquiet in the national psyche from which has deve-
loped a sense of alienation from or even antagonism towards the ruling party. Mss
Gandhi and her comrades-in-arms were no doubt prepared for pockets of distempef,




Jbut it must have come to them

as a painful revelation that
numerous and large sections of
the people are nursing specific
as well as general grievances
against the government because
of its various acts of commission
and omission. What must be
particularly galling to the ruling
party is that the malcontents
are not confined to those strata
of society—for instance, liberal
professions—which can be
dismissed as having lost touch
with the pulse of the people.
Apart from the fact that the
people at large seem to worry
more over the curtailment of
civil liberties or dilution of

* citizens’ rights than the govern-

ment has bargained for, there
is also rapidly accumulating
evidence of pent-up feelings of
resentment in various economic
or social categories of the
public over acts, official or
other, done by or in the name
of the administration or the
ruling party.

Opposition’s Strength

 The main strength of the op-
position lies in the fact that

-1t was able to swinginto the

{ offensive so very soon after the

&

' prime ministec’s announcement

' that a general election was to
" be held in March. Two major

political happenings account
for this momentum. The coa-
lescing of the Orgaaization
Congress, the Jan Sangh, the
Socialist Party and the Bhara.
tiya Lok Dal into a Janta party
as the main opposition has
transformed the political scene
by guaranteeing overnight the
viability of a rival bid for
power and office. The resigna-

" tion of Mr Jagjivan Ram from

the central

goverament and
the ruling party and the ease
and speed with which he and
many other promiaent mem-
bers of that orgaaization have
been able to hoist their flag of
revolt, mobilize a new party of

; '!:ks said of the:*" rﬁans
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Congress for Democracy and
commit it to collaboration with
the Janta party in a common
election effort to defeat the
ruling Congress have helped to
create a broad-based political
movement firmly turned to-
wards an effective two-party
system of parliamentary demo-
cracy. The emergence of this
alterpative to the domination
of legislature and government
by one particular party aver
the years has been strikingly
clarified and emphasised by the
frantic efforts of the two wings
of the Leftist forces inthe coun-
try to seek shelter wherever it
is available and thus save
themselves from being left out
in the cold.

Rich Dividends

This unification of the main
opposition forces has already
yielded rich dividends to the
Janta party. Powerful or
popular regional forces, such
as the Akalis in Punjab or the
DMK in Tamil Nadu, have
enthusiastically cooperated with
the national opposition in the
strategy of consolidating anti-
ruling party votes through
organizing straight contests to
the maximum extent. Not less
important is the highly enhanc-
ed ability of the unified oppo-
sition to counter the “‘charis-
ma> of Mrs Gandhi with a
theust and force which a frag-
mented opposition could never
have mustered. In fact, in the
vastly chaaged political atmos-
phere of today, with the unified
opposition charging the ruling
party with authoritarian ten-
dencies, the latter is finding
that the scops for its exploit-
ing Mrs Gandhi’s charisma has
suddenly become  severely
fimited. If Mr D.K. Borooah
has aot yet swallowed a certain
celebrated phrase of his, it is
perhaps because heds afraid that

}may not“B¢ able
t

that they drove Aristides into
exile because they were getting
tired of hearing him called
«The Just”. In fighting Mrs
Gandhi's charisma, the opposi-
tion has, besides its unity, the
advantage that Mrs Gandhi's
over-exposure to the people on
public platforms, pages of
newspapers and  periodicals,
radio and TV may have made it
easy for millions of Indians
to appreciate the feelings of
the citizens of that ancient city-
state.

Grist to the Mill

The tacticians of the Janta
party and its allies, then, are
concentrating much of their
propaganda fire on Mrs
Gandhi’s personal role in
government, the Congeess party
and the country. The contro-
versies raging around Mr
Sanjay Gandhi’s political role
have provided grist to their
propaganda mills. All the
same, it is possible that the
opposition may push its luck
too hard. The Janta and CFD
leaders will do well to face the
truth that the Nehru name
does hold sway over the minds
of vast numbers of men and
women in this couatry and that
Mrs Gandhi herself is loved
or admired as much and as
widely as aoy public figure
has ever been loved or admired
in his or her own lifetime
in any country in the
world.

Opposition propagandists, if
they are wise, will therefore
rest content with the political
mileage that they have already
got out of the ruling party’s
unfortunate attempt to foist a
personality cult on the country
and steer their clection orat ry
away from personalities to
public issues. Otherwise, they
might find a lot of public sym-
pathy welling up for Mrs
Gandhi and spending itself in

J L.
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a flush of votes for the candi-
dates of the ruling party.

Janta and CFD leaders
should not find it difficult to
take this advice, if only because
so many things are going in
their favour to an extent
which must have exceeded
their expectations. Much hyper-
bole has been induiged in on
both sides about the choice be-
fore the electorate being bet-
ween Democracy and Dictator-
ship or between Democracy and
Anarchy. The reafl issue, of
course, is, as  Acharya
Kripalani has pointed out,
how b2st to reconcile Free-
dom with Discipline, the
Liberty of the Individual with
the Authority of the State.

No Clue

The ruling party, thanks to
its record of the last 20 months,
has demonstrated that it just
does not have a clue to an
acceptable answer. Consequent-
ly, a very large number of
people, who have been affect-
ed, whether directly or through
their sensitivity to their sur-
roundings, by the suppression
of civil liberties, restriction of
personal frcedoms or curtail-
ment of citizen rights, genuine-
ly doubt that it would be safe
to renew the ruling party’s
lease on power and office,

These persons include not
only those from the pro-
fessions, learned or other, but
also large sections of workers,
both white-collar and blue-
collar, big farmers as well as
small and the poor who form
the mass of the rural popula-
tion or the fringe of urban
communities. This extraordi-
nary comprehensiveness is ex-
plained by the fact that the
style of government practised
since the declaration of emer-
gency has convinced a cross-
section of the public that the
social and economic rights of
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individuals can be safe from
encroachment by the state only
if certain norms of government
are accepted and acted up to
by the party in power. Itisin
this way that the amendment
of the Constitution, the deten-
tion without trial of individuals
for political dissent or on
charges of economic offences,
the censorship of the press,
the interference with the rule
of law or the due process of
law, the curtailment of trade
union activity, the measures
taken for regulating move-
ments or prices of goods and
the measures adopted for in-
tensifying the family planning
campaign or urban slum clear-
ance have been studied and
assessed even by those people
who may be in general sympa-
thy with the ruling party’s
concern for national security,
political stability and rapid
economic and social progress.
Among these people, there is
clearly a broad disposition to
consider the possibility of the
country choosing an alterna-
tive style of government. It
is this factor which has made
this general election a wide
open affair,

Bridges to Cross

There are of course bridges
to cross for the opposition,
The price level has been rising
since March last year. 1In
recent months, many essential
commodities, such as cloth,
cooking,oils and pulses, have
become vcry expensive and the
spectre of renewed inflationary
pressures is rising. Since pub-
lic memory is short, the govern-
ment’s earlier successes in
arresting inflation and forcing
back prices are already being
forgotten. It is generally be-
lieved that the latest develop-
ments in the economy will go
against the government during
the voting. An alternative
reaction on the part of the
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public, however, is just pos-
sible. It has been claimed on
behalf of the government that
traders have started misbehav-
ing because of the relaxation
of the emergency. There may
be some truth in this allegation
and the public may well start
wondering whether it may not
be wise to trust the party
now in power for ensuring the
continuity of discipline on
the economic front. The
rash of trade union demands
in recent days may reinforce
the feeling that a change of
rulers at this stage may endan-
ger economic stability. The
Janta party and its allies can-
not afford to make light of
the impact such thinking may
have on the electorate’s pre-
ferences.

Building Faith

A far more serious problem
which the opposition must
ponder is how to build the
people’s faith in the prospects
of its working as a single
entity, especially in the event
of its being able to form the
government after the elec-
tion. The formation of the
Janta party and its alliance
with the CFD or electoral
arrangements with the Akalis,
the CPI(M) and the DMK
means at this stage no more
than that the opposition forces
have been able to come to-
gether to present a unified
challenge to the ruling party
at the polls. The Janta party
is claimed to be a true merger,
but this claim remains to be
confirmed by post-election
developments proving a union
of hearts and minds. The CFD
is, for the present, an ally of
the Janta party. Whether it
will lose its separate identity
in a larger whole after the
election is again in the lap of
the future. The Congress
president has likened the
coming together of the Janta

party and its allies to a poly-
androus wedding carrying the
seeds of a prompt post-mar-
riage abortion. The vigour of
Mr Borooah’s earthy imagery
ought not to be allowed to
divert our attention from the
probabilities of his prognosti-
gation.

At this stage in the election
process, at any rate, far too
many people do seem to be
sceptical about a true and solid
monogamy emerging out of
all these pre-election matrimo-
nial arrangements.  Dishar-
mony might arise both on the
personal plane and at the
group level.  Both the Janta
party and the CFD can boast
of leaders who have rich ex-
perience of office at the highest
levels of government. Herein
lies the rub. There are bound
to be more than one claimant
to the room at the top, espe-
ciaily if what is now the oppo-
sition were to find itself in the

position of forming the govem-;

ment. At the organizational
level, those who are still strange
bed-fellows will have to con-
vert themselves into a confid-
ing couple and, once again,
the strains particularly of shar-
ed responsibility in government
will have to be withstood.
Voters will not be human if
they do not speculate about
these possible complications,
Nevertheless repzated dec-
larations by the Janta and CFD
leaders that they and their
party men will not allow any
personal or political differ-
ences among them to come in
the way of their pulling
together whether in govern-
ment or in the opposition have
not failed to make an impres-
sion on public opinion. The
opposition has gone through
an ordeal of fire and it will
be strange indeed if it were
to be found to have not learnt
its lesson. There is therefore

them fconom[jz‘ 30 yedu an
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The political transition in India,
for which now 8 limit has been set,
has begun rather badly. The time
between now and June 1948 is bound
tobe a highly critical one. And it is
a grave political tragedy that the
Indian National Congress, which has
since 1921 led and made the nation,
has now lost its political initiative.
Freedom is near, definitely so now,
but the initiative for the next critical
turn in events lies not with the Con-
gress but with the Br-itish Govern-
ment and the Muslim League. They
have brought about the d:terioration
in the Punjab situation and they will
also cash it in asthe saviours of the
people from loot and b'oodshed.
Long-term history will, of course,
record its own verdict. While the
Mahatma walks on foct from place
to place spreading good-will and
human s;mpathy, the other man,
who has for the last several years
preached hatred and civil war, sits
quiet watching the murder of inno-
cent village-folk of Western Punjab.
But in the short period, such analysis
does not avail. The Congress must
seize the situation in the Punjab
just as it did the situations in Bengal
and Bihar. True, it has suggested

.. e ———
the partition of the Pynjab, but itis "

easter said than done.
to be done by agreement of the two
parties or by an  Act of Parljame t
on the initiative of Hjs Majest 'IS
GJVer_nmcnt. And then why has t};zc
Working Committee said nothin

about the partition of Bengal? whe,‘,’
C.R. proposed alt this in his famoys
formula, which was the basis af
Gandhi-Jinngh talks, he was a]mo(;t
hounded out of ths Congress, Now
itis that the terribie events in Wes-
tern Punjab have opened the eyes of
the Congress leaders to th» COrrect-
ness of the C.R. solution, but is pet
a clever game being played on the
Congress? The British troop opera-
tions in Western Punjab and the
Frontier are being given delibcrately

the appearance of major war opera-t

tions, to be flashed abread as sych.
It does not strike anybody that
notwithstanding this overwhelming
troop protections by air and by
land, the small Sikh and Hijndu
minority in this region is being sys-
tematically annihilated. Fortunately
the Eastern Punjab is quict, though
tense. But what is happening is bad
enough and must be stopped.
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fairly widespread faith among
the public that factionalism
will not be allowed to raise
its ugly head and that what
are now the opposition forces
particularly will realise that
their and their country’s salva-
tion lies in the evolution of a
healthy two-party system. A
large part of the electorate may
therefore be willing to give the
Janta party and its allies a hand
in establishing their presence in
the new legistature and, per-
haps, in the new government.
Election forecasting is like
adultery, It has its risks as
well as temptations. Pollsters,
of course, are the profession-
als, It is the amateurs who
must fear to tread. But tread
they will. On this occasion,
anything like an Indira wave
is conspicuous by its absence.

There is also no Janta wave,
although there may be a strong
anti-government current in
some parts of the country. This
rules out a massive mandate
or even a decisive majority for
either party. The Congress,
however, has a hard mass of
proven public support to start
with, This gives it an edge
over the opposition. The like-
lihood is that the ruling party
will be returned to power with
a working majority. Should
this happen, it may before
long be able to equip itself
further with an effective majo-
rity—there will certainly be
some crossing of the floor in
these circumstances. It is less
probable that a majority of
seats will go in the direction
of the opposition. If it
does, it cannot be much

more than a bare majority.

In that event a major
shake-up is bound to take
place within the Congress

party, with surprising conse-
quences for both sides of the
House. Onceagain the situa-
tion may develop in a way
which brings added strength to
the party (or alliance) which,
in the first instance has assum-
ed office. Broadly speaking,
this pattern of possibilities
makes a reasonably bright
picture of an encouragingly
stable administration and a
reassuringly strong opposition.
The nation deserves just such a
juxtaposition. It will be balm
to its tortured being—and the
people, after all that they have
gone through, ought to get,
surcly, the government they
need and deserve.

Party Claims and Promises

THe ENSUING poll to the Lok
Sabha promises to be an ex-
citing one. This is despite the
fact that practical complete
delinking of the elections to
the Lower House of Parlia-
ment and the state legislatures
‘effected for the first time in the
annals of the country, the
mere relaxation of emergency
and press censorship and also
the release of opposition lea-
ders just about the time of the
announcing of the poll and
in some cases even at a much
ater date has put the opposi-
tion at a good deal of disad-

' vantage.
The most important deve-
lopments that have taken

place in regard to the ensu-
ing poll, of course, are the
coming into existence of the
Janta party into which four
major erstwhile national par-
ties—the Congress(0), the
Jana Sangh, the Socialist
Party and the Bhartiya Lok
Dal—propose to merge for-

EASTERN ECONOMIST

R. C. Ummat

mally soon after the election
(this formal merger has had to
be delayed because of legal
complexities) and the consen-
sus among two other national
opposition parties, namely, the
recently formed  Congress
for Democracy (under the
leadership of Mr Jagjivan
Ram) and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist), and two
most important regional par-
ties, the Akali Dal in the north
and the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) in the south,
along with some other small
groups to have adjustment of
seats with the Janta party with
a view to avoiding triangular
contests with the ruling party,
the All India Congress, and
its  allies—the Communist
Party of India in the states of
West Bengal and Kerala, the
ADMK in south India, the
_National Conference in Jammu
and Kashmir, the Muslim
League in Kerala and a few

other small parties and groups

elsewhere in the country. The
result has been that not only
in nearly 100 constituencies,
out of a total of 542 constitu-
encies, the contest is to be
direct between the Congress
and its allies, on the one hand,
and the opposition parties, on
the other, but also in another
about 325 constituencies, it is
to be virtually straight bet-
ween the two sides. In these
constituencies some indepen-
dent candidates are there, but
they are not expected to influ-
ence the poll any significantly.
The number of contestants,
therefore, has gone down sub-
stantially from 2,784 in 1971
to 2,439 this time, despite the
fact that the number of seats
in the Lok Sabha has been
increased meanwhile from 522
to 542.

The major plank of the
opposition parties for wooing
voters, as reflected by their
election manifestos which are
reproduced elsewhere in this

418

issue, apparently is the resto-
ration of democratic rights
and civil liberties to the
people and upholding of demo-
cracy as traditionally under-
stood. Serious inroads are
alleged to have been made in
this by the ruling party, espe-
cially since the proclamation
of emergency in June, 1975.

The Choice

All the opposition parties
have not only called for the
lifting of emergency and the
repeal of the MISA and other
arbitrary laws but also stressed
that the choice before the elec-
torate is between freedom and
slavery, between democracy and
dictatorship. The Congress too
has sworn to preserve and con-
solidate democracy but has
emphasised that frcedom does
not mean the licence to under-
mine national interests, Vio-
lence and disorder in all forms,
the Congress manifesto says,
would be put to an end so
that people could live in
peace and harmony. The
position of the CPI is that it
proposes to defend the parlia-
mentary democracy system,
the democratic rights of the
masses and the cherished norms
and values. But it has given a
call for voting for the progres-
sive democratic forces and not
for the “right reaction”. This
to some extent explains why the
CPl is having adjustment of
seats with the Congress in
some states and is supporting
the CFD candidates in some
others, while in some areas it
has fielded its own candidates,

In regard to the cmergency,
while the Congress manifesto
dwells at some length on the
need for declaring emergency
in June 1975, in the interest of
preserving the integrity of the
country as well as its stability,
which allegedly was then im-
perilled, it asserts that this
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timely and necessary measure
saved the Republic from catas-
trophe and restored political
stability. All the opposition
parties, however, have assailed
emergency in  unequivocal
terms. The Janta party, for
instance, says the cmergency
has succeeded only in generat-
ing an atmosphere of fear and
insecurity. The CPI(M) has
expressed the view that it has
shorn people of all their
rights, The position of the
CFD is that while there might
have been some justification
for proclaiming emergency to
contain the position preva-
fent in June, 1975, when stu-
dents could not appear for
their examinations and the
economy was threatened by
strikes etc, continuance of
emergency could no longer be
justified. The manifestos of
the DMK and the Akali Dal
are highly critical of the
governance of the country
during the 19 months of emer-

gency.

Emergency Misused

The CPI observes that
after the initial period of some
achievements, the emergency
powers came to be more and
more misused by the govern-
ment against the working
class, the peasantry, the com-
mon people and the democra-
tic forces. The parliamentary
democratic system and insti-
tutions were sought to be
weakened and undermined on
one pretext or another by the
ruling party and concessions
were provided to vested inte-
rests and progressive steps
were reversed.

The emergence of extra-
constitutional centres of power
during the period of emergency
too have been scathingly criti-
cised by all the opposition
parties, including the CPI,
notwithstanding the fact that
the Congress leaders, including
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the prime minister, have

vehementally denied this.

Most of the gains of emer-
gency claimed by the ruling
party have also been disputed
by the opposition. These in-
clude the containment of the
priceline, implementation of
land reforms, industrial pro-
duction and export trends,
growth in employment, etc.
The Janta party considers the
record of the ruling party
during the past ten years a
record of failure and stagna-
tion, growing inequalities,
continuing injustice and a
widening gap between promise
and fulfilment.

No Rosy Picture

The economic situation in
the country at present, ac-
cording to the CFD, is not at
all as rosy as is made
out by the government. The
CPI(M) has asserted that the
prices of all necessities of life
are beyond the means of the
common man, there is inade-
quate purchasing power to
absorb the industrial as well
as agricultural outputs and
there has been a massive
increase in unemployment.
Even the 20-point programme
of the government, it says,
stands unfulfilled and betray-
ed. The CPI has criticised the
relegation of land reforms to
the background, denial of
workers’ long-standing right
to bonus, misuse of emer-
gency powers against the work-
ing class, peasantry and the
common people, grant of con-
cessions to vested interests,
ete.

In regard to the political
situation in the country, the
42nd Constitution Amend-
ment Act has been assailed by
the opposition in unequivocal
terms. According to the Janta
party, the Constitution was
amended to sanctify and insti-

tutionalise a total concentra-
tion of power in the hands of
one individual—the prime
minister. It has promised to
restore to the people their
fundamental freedoms and the
judiciary its rightful role. It
pledged to rescind this amend-
ment. The CFD has opposed
this amendment on the
grounds that it gave the powers
to the government to make
laws declaring individuals and
organisations anti-national
without a guarantee of judicial
review and powers to the
centre to send troops to the
states on the pretext of main-
taining law and order. Ithas
also opposed all curbs on the
powers of the judiciary in
matters of life and property.
In the opinion of the CPI(M),
this amendment has subverted
the basic features of the Con-
stitution by denigrating the
importance of fundamental
rights in the name of giving

priority to directive principles
which were not being imple-
mented. The amendment, ac-
cording to the CPI(M), also
attacks the basic rights, except
the right to property. It
denigrates the judiciary and
subverts the federal structure
of the Constitution by concen-
trating enormous powers in
the hands of the central
government. The CPI con-
siders several clauses of the
42nd Constitution Amendment
Act as anti-people and has
called for their repeal. The
Akali Dal has pledged itself to
a re-appraisal of the Consti-
tution with a view to impart-
ing a real federal character to
it, extinguishing the authority
of the President to dissolve
state assemblies and dismiss
state governments, restoring
civil liberties and democratic
rights, etc. The DMK has
charged that the amendment
is being used to curb civil
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of its freedom, it'll never
leave you.

And there’s always
something for everyone.
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liberties and deprive the states
of their autonomy.

The Congress, on the other
hand, as erts that this amen-
dment was made to overcome
the various obstacles put by
cconomic and political interests
and not for the purpose of
increasing the power of the
cxecutive at the expense of the
judiciary or the legislature.

The supremacy of Parliament,
the Congress manifesto says,
has been affirmed by the amen-
dment, but as Parliament s
responsible to the people, the
amendment rcally reaffirms the
sovereignty of the people and
their unfcttered power to shape
their destiny. The amendment,
the Congress manifesto further
says, has affirmed the primacy
of the directive principles not
with a view to denigrating
fundamental rights  but in
order to ensurc that the broa-
der social and national good
is given priority.

Family Planning

Another very controversial
issue that figures prominently
in almost all the clection mani-
festos is that of family plan-
ning. The Congress manifesto
asserts that while the party
attaches great importance to
checking the growth of popu-
lation, it stresses that there
cannot ke and will not be any
compulsion in the family plan-
ning movement. It will be a
voluntary movement and a
people’s movement.  The
Janta party considers family
planning cssential for the coun-
try, but it is strongly opposed
to the use of force and com-
pulsion for this purpose.
Equally vehemently, the sterili-
zation drive has been criticised
by the CPi(M) which says
that no previous government
had dared to insult and humi-
late the nation as the present
government did when it initia-
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ted the drive for forcible
sterilization. Never before were
the Indian people, the poorer
sections, treated like cattle.
The Akali Dal has called for
the removal of family plan-
ning measures discriminative
to government employees and
the working class and has also
opposed  cocrcion  through
government agencies. It has
expressed itself against the
imposition of those methods
of family planning which are
violative of the basic tencts of
Sikh religion. The CPL is op-
posed to ccercive sterilization.
Some of the opposition parties
have even dcclarcd that they
would institute inquiries into
the excesses in implementing
the family planning programme
~-excesses of ceercion and com-
pulsion,

Economic Programme

All the manifestos  dwell at
length on the economic pro-
grammes of the parties. There
is a common anxiety among
all the parties to strengthen the
economy and ameliorate the
ot of the weaker scctions of
society,

The most significant point
made by the Janta party and
the CFD in their manifestos
in regard to their economic
programmes is that they wold
delete the right to property
from among the fundamental
rights and iastead introduce in
these rights ihe right to work.
Th2two parties are not against
holding property but this right,
they stress, should be enforced
only legally and not fundamen-
tally. The CPI(M) alsois in
favour of muaking the right to
work as a fundamental consti-
tutional  right and  desires
making of provision for un-
employment rclicf. The Con-
gress and the CPI manifestos,
however, are silent on this
issue; so also the manifestos

’W}@%MW)%W}'@%%Z}J‘ZW.MW}W}%W)%WI@%%W\@@

of the DMK and the Akali
Dal.

Ina broad sense, while the
Congress promises to build up
the nation as a society reflect-
ing the visions of Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru
and has pledged to step up its
war against poverty, disparity
and social injustice and for
building a modern, prosperous,
equalitarian and socialist socie-
ty, the Janta party promises
to assure the pecople both
bread and liberty through the
Gandhian alternative.  The
CFD wants to build India on

the basis of scientific socialism;

it stands for a modern India
of the vision of Nehru. The
CPK{M) and the CPl have
reiterated in their manifestos
their well-known stands on
shaping the economy of the
country. The Akali Dal has
reiterated its faith in socialism.
The DMK promises to conti-
nue its cfforts for the uplift-
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With Best Compliments

ment of the poor and the down-
trodden in Tamil Nadu. 1

In its economic programme, '’
the Janta party has promised to"
accord primacy to agriculture
and rural reconstruction. These, '
it says, must constitute the’
base of our development and
planning. The experience of the i
past three decades and a quar-?
ter-century of planning undert
the leadership of the ruling
party, it points out, has failed @
to provide adequately to thei
mass of people any onel
of the six basic necessities ofl
life, namely, food, safe drink-
ing water, clthing, housing,o
education and public care. Thet
Janta party, therefore, haso
envisaged to reorient planningr
goals and priorities to adopt aawt
pattern of development basedies
onan appropriate technologyist
that answers the needs of full
employment and better life fonsj
the people and will clear steert
of the evils of capitalist or t
: R § )
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“totalitarian  industrialisation.
The Janta party has further
stressed that there must be
safeguards against pollution
and environmental degradation,
‘and there has to be accent on
conservation and exploitation
Jof renewable resources and
recycling principles.

The Janta party believes
that time has come for a fresh
look at the pattern and pers-
pective of industrialisation.
- The two objectives must be to
produce the wage goods neces-
sary for mass consumption and
.-a pattern of industrialisation
that will provide full employ-
ent to the people. Without
adequate emphasis on the pro-

uction of mass consumption
items, it feels that it will not be
possible to hold back inflation,
snsure the minimum needs of
the people and secure a base
from which further develop-
ment could be launched. It
sonsiders succumbing to the

lure of western models a

mistake.

The economic policies, the
Janta party believes, should
subserve the interests of
workers in the agricultural and
industrial sectors. It has,
therefore, promised to intro-
duce legislation to ensure mini-
mum wages for all categories
of workers. The wages will be
sufficient for the maintenance
of the worker and his family.
The rights of workers and
trade unions have been affirm-
ed by the party.

In the agricultural field,
agrarian  reforms covering
tenurial relationship, owner-
ship of land and consolidation
of holdings have been pro-
mised; so also the wherewithal
of farming to all those engaged
in this line of activity, how-
soever small the holdings might
be—the wherewithal includes
credit, irrigation, etc. All help
has been promised for the

pursuit of other avocations
also in the countryside, includ-
ing cottage industries.

Decentralisation of economic
power has been promised and
according to the Gandhian
precept that whatever can be
produced in the decentralised
sector will be encouraged to be
produced in this sector. The
party believes that there is
room for heavy and large-scale
industries but only where it
is not possible to organise such

production  satisfactorily in
the coftage and small-scale
sector.

The economic programme of
the Janta party envisa-
ges; (i) deletion of the right
to property as a fundamental
right; (ii) affirmation of the
right to work and a full-
employment strategy;  (iii)
stress on Gandhian values of
austerity, ‘Antyodya’ and a
decentralised economy; (iv)
ending of destitution within

ten years; (v) use of appro-
priate technology for self-
reliance; (vi) re-orienting of
planning  priorities—notably,
the primacy of agriculture,
agrarian reforms and more
favourable terms of trade and
higher allocations for the rural
sector; (vii) narrowing down
of rural-urban disparities and
evolving of a new rural-urban
nexus; (viii) emphasis on wage
goods production for mass
consumption: (ix) statutory
reservation of spheres of pro-
duction for small-scale and
cottage industries; (x) drawing
up and implementing of an
incomes, wages and prices
policy, raising the minimum
tax exemption limit to Rs
10,000 and exemption of land
revenue on all holdings below
2.5 hectares; (xi) redistributive
taxation and excise in lien of
sales tax; (xii) formulation of

a national water policy and a
national cnergy policy; (xiii)
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environmental care; (xiv) a fair
wage as a minimum wage,
proportional  benefits:  for
workers from increases in pro-
ductivity; and making of
workers partners in industry;
1(xv) acceptance of the principle
of bonus as a deferred wage;
(xvi) containment of prices of
essential commodities within
the buying capacity of the
common man.

Growth of Industry

The Congress party, on the
other hand, has promised to
continue to give high priority
to the growth and development
of industry so that the country
can rapidly take its place
among the advanced nations
of the world and reap the
fruits of scientific and techni-
cal revolution. To stimulate
industrial production, the Con-
gress has promised to fully

. utilise existing capacities and

to create new capacities and
improve productivity. The
sick mills which are otherwise
viable are envisaged to be
brought back to health through
introduction of modern and
scientific methods of manage-
ment. The participation of
workers in industry is to be
steadily enlarged. Retrench-
ments, lock-outs, closures and
lay-offs are not to be tolerated.
Suitable housing has been
promised for workers through
the launching of a national
housing fund to be contributed
by employers and employees.
Training programmes for dedi-
cated and promising workers
have been promised to enable
them to move up to higher
responsibilities. The reform in
economic administration,
begun in 1974, is to be carried
forward.

The Congress stresses that
it is irrevocably committed to
jand reforms, leading to pea-
sant proprictorship. The re-

ELECTION NUMBER

forms, it is claimed, are being
put through rapidly in all
states. Along with conferring
on them fand ownership, small
farmers are to be made avail-
able adequate credit on easy
terms and supplies of farm
inputs without undue difficulty.
An agriculture development
bank is envisaged to be establis-
hed to meet the credit require-
ments of farmers and to
coordinate the work of coope-
rative institutions, rural banks,
commercial banks in rural
areas, farmers’ service societies
and extension agencies. Re-
munerative prices are pro-
posed to be ensured for all
major agricultural commodi-
ties and buffer stock mecha-
nism Is envisaged to be used
to ensure remunerative prices,
which, it is considered, will
increase production and sup-
ply. A commodity stabilisation
corporation to operate in the
market is proposed to be set
up for this purpose.

Employment Opportunity

Greater employment oppor-
tunities are envisaged to be
created. Extensive programmes
are promised to be launched
for small and marginal farmers,
rural artisans and the other
backward sections of society.
Great stress is envisaged to
be placed on the programmes
of minor irrigation, intensive
cultivation, command area
development, improvement of
dryland farming areas, soil
conservation, assistance to
drought-prone areas, extension
of poultry, animal husbandry
and fisheries, development of
small industries and rural
handicrafts. The supplies of
fertilisers and improved seeds
are to be enlarged.

The Congress has promised
to endeavour to transfer
modern technology to the
under-developed rural sector

and to give preference to such
technology as will help eradi-
cate poverty and reduce the
drudgery to which the rural
population, especially women,
are subjected.

Infrastructure

Considerable investment 1is
envisaged to be made to
strengthen infrastructure in
power, transport and commu-
nications. Greater facilities
have been promised from
government and financial insti-
tutions to the educated un-
employed and small and
medium entrepreneurs.
Environmental and ecological
balance in both the urban and
rural areas is to be fostered
through planting of trees, flood
control and erosion control.
The Congress promises to
implement vigorously the 20-
point and five-point programme
launched during the emergency.

The CFD has stressed that in
the economic field, it stands
for building up the public
sector to commanding heights
and curbing of the growth of
monopoly houses; supply of
essential commodities at stable
prices within the reach of the
common man; full participa-
tion of workers at all stages in
industry; completion of land
reforms during the shortest
possible time; ensuring of
remunerative prices for agri-
cultural produce; provision of
houses and housing sites for
both the rural and the urban
population; strengthening of
defence industries complex;
fostering of the agro-based
industries and growth of heavy
industries to sustain future
growth. The regional dispari-
ties in economic growth are to
be curbed. The party also
stands for integrated national
development based on economic
self-reliance. It proposes to
cut non-planned expenditure.
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The planning in the country, it
says, has to be given a place of
pride. The rights of workers
in industry are to be protected.
It proposes to substitute the
right to work for the right to
property in fundamental rights
and build up an India of
Nehru’s vision through scienti-
fic socialism.

CPI1 (M) Philosophy

The CPI (M) has reiterated
its economic philosophy of tak-
ing over foreign capital; ban-
ning of the entry of multi-
nationals and investment of
private foreign capital in the
Indian economy ; declaration of
moratorium on foreign debt

payments; nationalisation of
monopoly houses and such
industries  as sugar, textiles,

jute, cement and drugs; provi-
sion of adequate financial and
other assistance for the deve-
lopment of small and medium
industries; take-over of foreign
trade; ending of corruption and
bureaucraticism in the public
sector undertakings; restoration
of democratic and trade union
rights and collective bargain- -
ing through trade unions whose
representative character must
be decided by secret ballet of
workers; need-based minimum
wage and full neutralisation of
rise of cost of living; with-
drawal of the Bonus Act and
all measures against victimisa-
tion of workers; abolition of
landlordism and distribution of
the land thus released free to
the landless labourers and poor |
peasants; fixation of a minimum
wage of Rs eight per day to
agricultural labourers; cancel-
lation of debts of peasants,
landless labourers and the rural
poor and provision of cheap

credit to them; supply of
inputs and essential articles at
cheap rates to the poorer

sections of society; ensuring of
remunerative prices for agri~
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If aft.er soothing ruffled egos,
singing a lullaby to a vociferous toddler

and walking miles down aisles,

she can still discuss the intricacies of Bharat Nat yam..

she must be an Air-India Air-Hostess.

Even a Field Marshal would approve
of our Air-Hostess Training Programme.
Theory in the morning, demonstrations
in the afternoon. Learn to walk, learn to
talk with finesse and charm. To sit,
move, look, smile, socialise. To treat
three hundred and fifty passengers like
royalty—even when her new shoes
are Kkilling her. .

. Or how to convert pounds into roubles
and roubles iato kroner. How to serve
caviar and pappadams. To know that,

AL
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‘Roquefort’ is a cheese and not a “ort:
and that ‘Creme St. Germaine’ is not the
capital of Germany but plain pea soup.
Watch her at work. She cah coo to a
bawlm_g baby, offer thirst-aid to a fainting.
exccutive and choose the perfume for
your girl friend or your wife. She is there
before you need her because she was

taught to anticipate.

And all because there is someone very
, special on board.

You, dear passenger.
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cultural  produce  through
government purchases; lower-
ing of taxes and other levies on
peasantry; bringing down of
prices by drastically reducing
the taxes and levies on essential
A articles; taking over by the
"state of wholesale trade in
foodgrains and other essential
articles and the distribution of
these items under the super-
vision of people’s committees;
compulsory procurement of all
marketable surplus of food-
grains of all landlords, etc.

Public Sector

The CPI has reiterated its
resolve to strengthen the public
sector by extending it to esscn-
tial consumer goods produc-
tion; prevent penetration of
multinational companies into
the national economy; demo-
cratise the public sector with a

view to ensuring workers’
effective  participation  in
* management at all lev Is;

nationalise textile, sugar. jute
and foreign drug companies
and all banking business (signi-
ficantly, the cement industry is
not mentioned for nationalisa-
tion); cancel all concessions
given to big business in the last
two years; change taxation
policies to reduce burden on
the people; encourage small
and medium industrial units
through providing adequate
credit and raw materials and
marketing facilities; promote
industry with high employment
potential in the backward areas
and agro-industries in rural
areas; and orient planning to
development of home market,
rapid industrialisation, creation
of employment and democratic
structural changes 1t proposes
to set up popular committees
for implementing land reforms
and other democratic measurcs.
The public distribution system
is envisaged to be expanded
and strengthened so as to make
available essential commodities
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to the people at reasonable
prices. The wholesale trade in
foodgrains and essential com-
modities like edible oils is pro-
posed to be taken over. Bank
credit for speculative purposes
is envisaged to be banned.
More funds are envisaged to be
made available for scientilic
research and for orienting
research programmes to self-
reliance and  development.
Adequate opportunities are pro-
posed to bte provided to the
scientific and  technological
intelligentsia for creative work
and for stopping brain-drain.
The working class is to be
ensured minimum wages and a
guaranteed bonus, lay-offs,
lock-outs, retrenchments and
closures are to be totally ban-
ned.

Union Rights

The trade unions rights, in-
cluding the rights of collective
bargaining and strike, are to be
ensured. The government will
consult the working class and
trade unions in all matters of
legislation concerning them.
The peasantry is proposed to
be ensured remunerative prices
for its produce, adequate credit,
extended irrigation facilities
and cheap inputs for agricul-
tural operations, and graded
land tax and water and clectri-
city rates. The tax burden on
the working peasantry is cnvi-
saged to be reduced. The
interests of tenants and share-
croppers are proposed to be
protec ed.

Bonded labour is to be
abolished. Living wages are
to be ensured to agricul-

tural workers. ‘Laad reforms
are envisaged to be exp:dited
and surplus land anrd govern-
ment wastelands are proposed
to be distributed amongst the
Jandless, The weavers and
artisans are to be brought into
the cooperative fold and facili-
ties are to be provided to them

for carrying on their voca-
tions.

The economic programme of
the Akali Dal includes: (i)
initiation of land reform
measures to remove disparity
and increase agricultural pro-
duction, distribution of all
surplus land, inclusive of waste
and nazul land, to Harijans and
Rai Sikhs within a year; (ii)
modernisation of agriculture;
(iii) abolition of all excise duties
and sales tax on agro-machinery
to bring down its prices to 30
per cent; (iv) reducing of the
prices of fertilisers to the 1970
level; (v) striving for remunera-
tive prices for farm produce
with the state governments
having the authority to fix these
prices; (vi) subsidising the
prices for consumers; (vii)
abolition of all restrictions on
the movement of agricultural

products in the country; (viii)
accelerating of industrial deve-
lopment to generate large
wealth and provide greater
employment to the people; (ix)
setting up of public sector
industries in a manner as to
remove regional imbalances
which have been created asa
consequence of discriminatory
policies pursued by the govern-
ment; (x) development of agro-
based industries in the rural
areas to relieve pressure of
population on land: (xi) proper
representation to workers in
the management of industries;
and (xii) development of
cottage industries.

The DMK manifesto lists the
cconomic hardships the people
of Tamil Nadu have suffered
during President’s rule and
promises to alleviate these
sufferings. It stresses that it
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has been implementing the 20-
point and five point pro-
grammes of the central govern-
ment for a long time and has
achieved unbounded successes
in this regard.

All the parties have shown
in their manifestos special con-
cern for the scheduled castes
and tribes, the minorities and
the youth and have listed
specific programmes to improve
their condition. Educational
reforms have been promised by
almost all parties; so also steps
to redress the grievances of
government employees and for
improving their service condi-
tions.

The foreign policy also
figures prominently in the
manifestos of all the five
national parties. The Congress
proposes to continue the policy
of non-alignment, which, it
claims, has kept the country
out of military blocs, preserved
its independence and integrity

and has allowed judging of
international issues on their
merits. The party, the mani-
festo adds, believes in peaceful
co-existence, respect for the
sovereignty of every nation and
non-interference in the internal
affairs of other nations. It
sceks friendship of all count-
ries, particularly of the imme-
diate neighbours. The neced
for the establishment of a new
international economic crder
has been stressed by the
Congress manifesto.

The Janta party’s manifesto
says that the foreign policy of
this party will reflect the
nation’s enlightened interest
and its aspirations and priori-
ties at home. The party will
oppose all forms of colonialism,
neo-colonialism and racialism.
It stands for friendship with all.
It is committed to genuine non-
alignment, free from attachment
to any power bloc. The party
will strive for the peaceful
settlement of all international

disputes and will work with the
other third world nations to
establish a new and just inter-
national economic order. It
will strive to resolve such out-
standing issues as remain with
some of the neighbouring
countries and will consciously
promote a good neighbour
policy. Itwill foster regional
co-operation for the common
good and for global detente
free of new blocs or spheres of
influence and based on univer-
sal and general disarmament. It
will uphold human rights and
denounce their violations.

The CFD manifesto stresses
that in the field of international
affairs, we must steadfastly
adhere to the true spirit of
independence which underlined
our tradition of freedom
struggle. The tried and trusted
friends of the country will
remain secure in our friendship.
The growing friendship with

.the socialist countries will be

strengthened further and end-

cavours would be made to be-
friend those opposed to us.
The CFD will strive its utmost
to build bridges of friendship
with the close neighbours,
particularly  Pakistan  and
Bangladesh. '

The foreign policy of the
CPI (M), the manifesto of this
party says, will be aimed at
close cooperation with the
socialist countries. It will be
a policy of consistent anti-
imperialism,

The CPI proposes to defend
and strengthen the country’s
anti-imperialist position and
organise world opinion against
foreign bases, strengthen non-
alignment and anti-imperialist
cohesiveness and expand and
deepen the country’s friendship
and political and economic
relations with the Soviet Union
and the socialist countries.

Strengthening of defence has

been promised by all the

parties.
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Nagda (M.P.), Thana (Maharashtra),
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What Election Is About

Face to Face with Destiny

J. B. Kripalani

THe RELEASE of Morarjibhai
and some other leaders of the
opposition parties and of a few
of rank and file of political
workers though welcome, was
rather tardy and hesitant as
it was not accompanied by the
release of all political prisoners
who was confined to jail with-
out the due process of law.
Therefore, when the press
approached me for my opinion
then, I gave it in one cryptic
sentence. 1 said: “Things done
by halfare never done right”.
I said this because several im-
portant leaders such as Madhu
Limaye, Raj Narain, Nanaji
Deshmukh, Jyotirmoy Basu,
M.R. Malkani and some others
had not been released then.
It was known that they would
stand for election to the Parlia-
ment. The belated release of
some of them certainly has
adversely affected to some
extent their election campaigns.

Release of Lceaders

People were happy at the
release of political leaders
because of the announcement
that the present Parliament
that had outlived its mandate
and utility for more thana
year was dissolved and fresh
election promised by the
middle of March, though
emergency had not been en-
tirely lifted.

I feel that there are
many more things that the
government will have to do
before normal  conditions
prevail in the country which

This article was sent by Mr Kripalani
early last month.
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alone can ensure free and fair
elections. For instance, censor-
ship of the press must go at
once. The authorities havz
been claiming since some time
that there is no censorship of
the press. They say that only
the press has been given cer-
tain “‘guidelines’.

Misinterpretation

The guidelines are of such a
general character that it is
possible to interpret them as
desired by the authorities or
by their censors, not a very
bright tribe known for its
intelligence and discrimination.
My one-line statement given
above was disallowed by the
censors. The press is frightened
today. Even some leading
papers completely blacked out
the statements made by such
leaders as Morarji Desai and
Jayaprakash Narayan. It is
not only recessary for free and
fair elections promised by the
authorities  that censorship
should go, but aleng with it
should go the office of the
censor.

Further, there has been no
release of all political priso-
ners. The authorities always
say that the people are mis-
guided by the leaders. If that is
so, one cannot quite under-
stand why ordinary political
workers who have been detain-
ed under MISA without trial
should not be released. Even
before the second world war
was over, the foreign govern-
ment released all the leaders
along with the bulk of the
rank and file

of political |

workers even though some of
them had undoubtedly indulg-
ed in violence. In the present
case, the rank and file of
political workers who were
arrested and imprisoned after
the declaration of emergency
had ostensibly committed no
violence. As a matter of fact,
they could not have done so
as most of them were arrested
along with the declaration of
emergency.

In Madras, a delegation of
DMK leaders met the governor.
They raised the question of
the release of political priso-
ners detained without trial.
His answer was that the
“bureaucracy was hesitating.”
However, when there were
general political arrests, the
bureaucracy was not consulted.
Asit is, this is a political

matter in which the caution
of state bureaucracy does not
arise. If there is any hesitancy,
it is not of the bureaucracy
but of the powers that be.
However, the leaders whom we
have mentioned above were
not arrested under the orders
of the state government but by
those of the central government.

Today, as on February I,
it is reported in the press that
Mr Karpoori Thakur, cx-chief
minister of Bihar, has been
arrested. True, there was a
warrant against him which he
avoided. But what he avoided
was a lawless law which gave
no reasons for the arrest of
individuals and no opportunity
for them to defend themselves
with or without their legal
advisers. This law, as was
promised by the authorities in

Gauhati.

countries ecvery day.

In the Family Tradition

|
NEW DELHI, Keb, 9 : The Prime Minister fold a big gathering of wor- ‘
kers at her house in New Dethi today that Mr Sanjay Gandhi had come into \
public lifz not to help her, but to help the Congress.

It was the Congress president who had asked Mr Gandhi to put more
tife i1to the Youth Congress. Mr Gandhi had done so and the Youth Cong-
ress was now doing excellent work in all the states, Mrs Gandhi said.

On the basis of this, newspapers in India and abroad had spun a long tale
(hat Mr Sanjiy Gandhi was becoming the prime minister, she said.

Mrs Gandhi recalled that there had been an attack on her as well as Mr
Gandht in the Lok Sabha. After that he had felt that he should defend him-
self. That was why he bad come out publicly.

Mr Gandhi had asked the Congress President what work he could do
and was told to put more life into the Youth Congress.
and the Youth Congress had held big sessions in the capifal as well as in
It was doing excellent work in cvery state,

Mrs Gandhi explained that Mr Sanjay Gandhi had to meet many pcople
in comexion with the programmes of the Youth Congress.

She herself met a large number of people not only from India but other

e had done so

It had been the tradition of her family to mect evervone and ‘‘this tradi-
tion will always remain”, Mrs Gandhi said.

“We all from this family are sevaks (servants) of the people”, Mrs
Gandhi said adding that there was hardly any other family that had given so
much to the country not only in terms of service, but materially also,

““So many people have become ministers”, but she was perhaps the only
person who had gifted her house to the nation and had no hoeusc of her own,
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both the Houses of Parliament,
was not to be used against the
so-called political offenders,
but was meant to be used
only against anti-social ele-
ments. Such was aiso the pro-
mise given to Mr Morarji
Desai when he broke his fast
on April 13, 1975. When the
British government after a
struggle brought about normal
conditions, if squashed all
pending criminal cases against
political workers.

I do not know what has
happened clsewhere. But in
Madras, as on January 31,
the ruling party has been
allowed to hold an outdoor
public meeting and it is said
that this elementary privilege
will be granted to other parties
only after a week.

What rouses suspicion about
the impartiality of the govern-
ment is that they have chosen
this time for superseding a

judge of the Supreme Court
for the appointment of the
Chief Justice on the retirement
of the present incumbent, No
reison has been given for this
action. When some four years
back three judges of the Sup-
reme Court were superseded,
it was said by the authorities
that the country should have a
committed judiciary.  Even
this plea has not been advanc-
ed at the time of the present
supersession. So far as the
legal profession and the public
are concerned, Mr M.H. Beg
has not superseded Mr H.R.
Khanna on grounds of merit.
The former is not known to
be a superior lawyer or jurist
than Mr Khanna. Mr Khanna
had only six months left
before his retirement. What-
ever the legal merits of Mr
Beg, the authorities could have

conveniently waited for that
period to make him the Chief

Justice of the Supreme Court.
The time chosen for this
inexplicable supersession makes
one to suspect that it is done
for political and communal
reasons.

All this indicates no radical
change in the mind and heart
of the government. Apart from
all this, people must realise
the vital issues involved in the
present election to the Parlia-
ment. Briefly stated, these are
the freedom of expression,
association and the press,
independence of the judiciary,
rule of law, restoration of our
fundamental rights and civil
liberties, as guaranteed in our
original Constitution before
the 42nd amendment was
enacted by a truncated Parlia-

ment which had outlived its

mandate. All these are of the
essence of democracy.

There is always a dichotomy
between freedom and authority,

between individual conscience
and authoritarian discipline
(anushasan). Synthesis between
these two seemingly conflicting
elements in a democracy can
be brought about when the
fundamental rights and civi
liberties as mentioned above
are guaranteed to the citizen
and are considered inviolable,
Only so can democracy be real
and purposeful and the best
possible form of government.

Knowing as we do what has
happened during the past nine-
teen months, one shudders to
think what would happen to
the country if the present set
up is to continue for another
six years. It s, therefore,
essential that at this critical
period in the history of our
nation, the voter will exercise
his franchise independently
undetered by the frowns and
favours of any authority—
political, social or financial.
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Ten good

reasons why

farmers

‘4. NSC certified seeds are the

+ latest and the best seeds
produced under the super-
vision of trained ogri-
cultural scientists.

2. NSC certified seeds are

produced in the best seed
growing areas in most
suitable agre-climatic con-
ditions.

3. Every field is inspected for

quality checks by highly
qualified technical statf to
snaure highest purity sad
guality of seeds.

4. NSC sesds are precessed

rigorously with medern
oquipment eliminating ofl
weed sesds, under-sized
and nen-viable seeds, end
other foreign matter.

6§ NSC sseds are treated with

affactive fungicides fes pro-

/

4

w
N2 I

NSL
B

ee £

NSC seeds are healthy.viable
and vigorous and ensure
highest germination ased
optimum yields. -

prefer ey and oot
s.

. NSC saeds cover a verywide

range of crops and varieties
suiting different agro-cli-
matic zones of the country.
NSC soeds are soid in con-
venient sized, sealed pack-
ets/hags carrying tags eof
quality indicating germi-
nation percentage, date of
germination test, purity and
other relovant factors.
NSC seeds carry monsy-back
guarantes and the price is
selunded if any (ot is found
® be sob-stendard. o
NSC seeds ars available
butiock-cart distance frow
sumereus tetail estiets

Plesse book your requiroments.of NSC certified seeds for the

next season with the local NSC dealer or NSC Regionel er

Sub-Regional office to avoid disappointment. NSC eeritified
'y seeds available on first ceme first serve basie.

]/
$7

Sowling Seeds of Prosperity

NS NATIONAL SEEDS
BN (A Govt. of indis Undertaking)

£

&
>~

CORPORATION LTD.

BEEJ BHAVAN (C.T.O. Premises) Pusa Complex, New Delhi-110012

If you are interested in becoming a dealer of NSC certified seeds, please contact
the nearest NSC Regional/Sub-Regional office for a “free of cost’* copy of terms

and conditions for dealership
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Ait desires.

Democracy at Crossroads

M. C. Chagla

EVERY COUNTRY gets thegovern-
ment it deserves and I may add,
In the coming Lok
Sabha eclection the issue has
been fairly and squarely joined.
Dictatorship versus democracy.
The choice is between a govern-
ment which is dictatorial,
authoritarian and maintains a
captive society—or do we want
to live under a government
where there is freedom, where
aman can hold his head up,
speak his mind, write what he
thinks and has not to look
behind him to seec whether
somebody is following him and
whether he is likely to be
hustled to the nearest police
station to be detained, without
a trial and without knowing
why he has been detained,
or without a right to go to

“- court to prove his innocence.

Normally in election, the
electors elect a party which is to
constitute a majority in Parlia-
ment, Of course, every party
places its programme before
the electorate. But very little
attention is paid to it. Election
of a candidate largely depends
upon the party he belongs to,
his caste and his personality.

Clear Issues

But this time, as 1 have stat-
ed above, the issue is clear and
simple.

There can be no doubt, and
it is a matter of record that in
the nineteen months during
which the emergency has sub-
sisted, there has been a marked
erosion in democratic institu-
tions.

Let us take judiciary, The
judiciary is an independent
organ under the constitution
and its main function is to act
as it were as an arbitrator bet~
ween the exactions of the exe-
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cutive and the rights of citi-
zens.  Supersession of three
judges took place before the
ecmergency. But it was an in-
dication of the things to come
and very recently we have a
second supersession,  Mr
Justice Khanna being super-
seded for the grievous fault of
having decided against the
government in an important
case.

Outstanding Judge

I agree that it is not neces-
sary in every case to appo'nt
the seniormost judge as chief
justice. He may be unfit, or
may not possess the stature of
a chief justice. But nobody
can suggest that about Mr
Justice Khanna. He is an out-
standing judge, able, impartial
and intelligent; and his super-
session ijs a warning to other
judges that if they do not be-
have themselves they will not
be considered for preferment
to higher office.

But the more serious attack
on the judiciary is the trans-
fer of judges from one state to
another. Although the then
Law minister, Mr Ashok Sen,
gave an assurance to Parlia-
ment that no judge will be
transfered without his consent,
the assurance has not been res-
pected, It is a very serious
thing for a judge to be far
away from his home and
hearth, to have education of
his children seriously disturb-
ed, to have to maintain two
households if he wants to leave
his family behind, and to come
to a state where he is not
known and where he may not
know the regional language.

Already I am told judges in
many high courts are toning
down their judgements so

that they may not invite the
wrath of the executive and be
transferred.

Take the press. Not in the
worst days of the British rule
was the freedom of the press so
completely curbed as during
the last nineteen months. All
that has been permitted to
appear in the press is the do-
ings of ministers and their
officials.  Criticism has been
completely muted and informa-
tion from outside the country
has not been permitted to be
published if it has been criti-
cal of the government. Civil
liberties did not exist during
this period. No man’s freedom
was assured. Every man walk-
ed in fear of being detained if
in its wisdom the government
felt that he should not be at
large.  Further, he was not
given the reason for his deten-
tion. He could not go to court.
Writ of habeas corpus was not
available to him. Therefore to
say that the government is
wedded to democracy and has
not departed from it is not
only an understatement but a
deliberate  and  calculated
misstatement.

Greater Threat

It may be said that what has
been done, has been done
under the Constitution. That
for the purpose of acquiring
power the government has
amended the Constitution
according to the procedure
laid down and the result is
nothing more than a constitu-
tional democracy. When a
government relies on the letter
of the Constitution and violat-
es the principles, it poses a
greater threat to democracy
and freedom than a govern-
ment which openly abrogates
the Constitution and acts

429

according to its decrees. What
we had during the nineteen
months was the facade of the
Constitution and legitimacy,
but behind it, the spirit of
the Constitution was violated.

Unique Election

The coming election is uni-
que for two reasons. One
with which T have dealt with
is that the voter has a straight
and simple issue before it. And
our people, although a large
majority of them is illiterate,
understand the difference bet-
ween democracy and dictator-
ship. It is a mistake to think
that dgmocracy is only for the
rich and the elite. The poor
and the downtrodden need it
much more. Because the rich
and the powerful can get round
by ways and means they know
well the arbitrary orders of
the government. But the poor
have only the judiciary to look
to and if the judiciary is weak
and lacks independence and
impartiality, then the poor are
completely at the mercy of the
executive and its officers.

The other is that for the
first time the Congress will be
faced by a united opposition.
Figures show that the Congress
has never obtained the vote of
the majority of the people. The
vote has been somewhere
around 40 per cent. It has
succeeded because the opposi-
sition was fragmented and
divided.

But the scene has now been
changed and the fight is going
to be a straight one between
the Congress and the opposi-
tion. The people will have to
give their verdict as to whether
they want to be governed by a
party which is all powerfu),
arrogant, unmindful of the
rights of citizens and only an- .
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xious to preserve its own
power or by a party which is
pledged to revoke the emer-
gency, to release detenus,
restore complete freedom to
“-the press and respect the
' independence of the judiciary.

The Congress has raised the
- issue that it is fighting for the
. sovereignty of Parliament.
. Sovereignty of Parliament is a
, false and vicious doctrine. It
. is totally opposed to the prin-
.ciples laid down under the
;,COnstitution. The sovereignty
is not of Parliament but of the
peop\e The Parliament is only
the delegate of the people who
‘atan election give a mandate
.to the party to carry out their
w1shes It is also forgotten that
1‘ ‘the parliamentary sovereignty
in practical terms means the
overeignty . of the majority
iarty and ultimately the leader
ng the party. There has not
een a single instance in the
Mast six years where the Con-
thgress party has voted contrary
to the whip of the leader of
he government. Therefore,
hen you talk of Parliament
eing sovereign and supreme,
ou are really asking to make
he exccutive supreme and
yovereign. It is precisely be-
ause of this that the Consti-
ution has set up an indepen-
ent judiciary and guaranteed
o the people the fundamental
tight of freedom of expression
nd thought.

Tremendous Handicap

The opposition will no
oubt be fighting the election
nder a tremendous handicap.
he time factor is against it.
t is true that it is the preroga-

(ive of the prime minister to
gecide when election should be
{eld. But one must remember
at tens of thousands the mem-
ers of opposition were behind
iars when the date of election
as announced and although
ee prime minister has given
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an assurance that the political
detenus would be released,
even today there are hundreds
of political prisoners who

are in jail. Under these condi-’

tions, it is difficult for a party
to work in its constituencies, to
collect necessary funds and to
organise the election which is
of such vast proportions. Add
to this that there is openly or
otherwise the whole govern-
ment machinery geared up to
support the Congress party.
Further, money will be flowing
in lakhs in favour of the Con-
gress and it cannot be denied
that money does and must play
an jmportant part in elections.

Revulsion

Even in America, a person
who wishes to be elected as
President has to spend millions
of dollars in order to have a
chance of entry to the White
House. Therefore, if the oppo-
sition happens to succeed, it
will not be through the use of
moaey or through a powerful
organisation or for continuous
work in the constituencies but
through the sl.eer revulsion of
the people at Jarge against
the  policies recently pur-
sued by the government. I am
not disputing the fact that
during the past nineteen
months, the country has pro-
gressed economically and other-
wise. But there is no evidence
to establish that this progress
was due to the emergency and
that it might not have taken
place if there had been no
emergency. The “twenty points’’
and the *‘five points”’ are prac-
tically accepted by the people,
But the question is of the mode
of implementing these points. 1f
the implementation is without
any regard to the citizens’ needs
and rights, then Gandhiji's
famous saying “that however
a good the end if the means
are bad then the end itself gets
tarnished” has to be remem-
bered and invoked.

The mass media is comple-
tely under the control of
government. The radio and
the television are the exponents
of government’s policies and
no critic of government has
any place in either of thesetwo
media. The newly formed press
agency — Smachar—was cxpect-
ed to be objective, but it only
parades the information t e
government supplies to it and
turns a blind eye to the views of
the critics of the government.

In is unfortunate that the
Election Commissioner, against
whom I have nothing to say, is
appointed by government. He
should not only be impartial
but seem to be impartial. The
latter requirement is not possi-
ble when the Commissioner is
a government appointee and
can hold office of profit under
the government after he ceases
to be the Commissioner. There-
fore, although it is a matter
for the future, T am strongly of
the opinion that the Election
Commissioner should be ap-

pointed by the President in
consultation with the chief
justice and the leader of the
opposition and should be dis-
qualified from holding any
office under the government
after he ceases to be the Elec-
tion Commissioner. He should
be in the same position as the
Auditer General or a member of
the Public Service Commission.

My sincere hope, and this
applies to both Congress and
opposition, is that they will not
put up any candidate on
grounds of caste. Usually the
first qualification to get the
ticket is that he belongs to a
castc which has a large num-
ber of voters in a particular
constitutency. Let a candidate
seek sufferage of his fellow coun-
trymen as an Indian appealing
to Indians. This is the only
way that caste can be abolished
and national integration can
be achieved. We glibly talk of
national integration and all the
time we are resorting to com-
munal considerations.
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Congress for Stability and Growth

V. B. Raju

Tue distory of the Indian
National Congress is the his-
tory of the independence move-
ment and also the socio-econo-
mic transformation of India.
During the course of its long
history, the Congress identified
itself with the political life of
the people and it has emerged
as the greatest single instru-
ment of political unity and
social change. From the very
beginning the Congress has
been an all-India organisation,
a rallying point of various
cross currents and nationalist
and reformist movements and
above all a truly national and
secular organisation based on
the concept of the unity of
India.

The ideology of the Congress
was not copied from any book
but evolved with the national
experience of the people during
the struggle for political inde-
pendence and later for national
re-construction. Gandhiji’s
teachings, particularly his deep
concern for the well-being of
the masses and his emphasis
on the right means and non-
violence blended with western
liberal thoughts, symbolised by
individual liberty and the rule
oflaw, and Marxian concept
of aclassless society constituted
the Indian political synthesis.

Economic Freedom

The Indian National Con-
gress, under ‘the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi always held
the view that freedom could
not mean merely the termina-
tion of an alien rule. It could
have real significance only if
it meant the ending of exploi-
tation, cradication of poverty
and the establishment of a free
and egalitarian society. India’s

Mr V. 'B~Ruu in the General

Secretary, AICC,
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national struggle was, there-
fore, not merely for political
independence.

In free India, Nehru made a
successful effort to reconcile the
practicc of democracy with the
pursuit of socialism. In 1955,
at Avadi (Madras), the Con-
gress officially declared as its
goal the establishment of a
socialistic pattern of society
and in 1964, it avowed its
faith in a socialistic sfate.

India’s struggle has been
essentially for freedom from
want and hunger, from poverty
and squalor, from exploita-
tion and discrimination. In this
great pilgrimage to economic
freedom, which is the new
freedom added to the list of
basic freedoms in the first half
of the twentieth century,
though much distance has
been covered, yet there are
many miles to go, many pro-
mises to keep and many pled-
ges to redeem.

Bastion of Democracy

India isa bastion of demo-
cracy where the people are
engaged in a great experiment
to achieve socialism by demo-
cratic means. The nation is
racing against time to catch up
with the twentieth century to
repair the neglect of centuries.

From the very inception, the
Congress has been the sole
hope of India’s unity, stability,
growth and change. The Con-
gress can claim, without fear
of contradiction, that it is the
only effective political instru-
ment which has unified the
diversc elements inhabiting this
great land in a single national
endeavour. Gandhiji is rightly
called the father of JIndian na-
tionalism.

After independence, Mr Nehru
built laboriously, brick by

brick the democratic structure
of this country and provided
economic content to political
independence. Nehru is, in
fact, the father of Indian socia-
list thought. He was one of
the world’s greatest democrats
of his time, The people of
India gave to Nehru political
support and personal affection
in a very large measure and
stood by him in his endeavour
to make India strong and great.

The Congress strategy of
economic growth is through
planned development and mix-
ed enterprise. India today can
boast that it is the third lar-
gest country in possession of
technical man-power.

Three Achievements

In the Indian context, three
achievements are significant—
the unity of the nation, a
strong democratic tradition
and orderly economic growth
through planning. These three
achievements would not have
been possible if the people of
India in the last five elections
had not given their support in
abundance. In the first Lok
Sabha election in 1952, the
Congress secured 364 seats out
of a total of 489. In the se-
cond in 1957, it won 37! seats
out of 494. In the third in
1962, the Congress secured 361
seats out of 494. In 1967, it
was 283 out of 520 andin
1971 the Congress bagged 352
seats out of 518. The conti-
nuous return of the Congress to
power has helped the country
maintain continuity in policy
and uninterrupted progress.

The legislative and adminis-
trative frame-work under the
Indian Constitution is federal.
The continuing presence of the
Congress at the helm of affairs
both at the centre and in the
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states has helped to provide a,

political corrective to  such,
strains that were present in the

functioning of the federal,
mechanism '®

The Congress is not ﬁghting:::
any political party in this g,
election. It is only approach- g
ing the electorate to give ajq
fresh mandate to help the na-,
tion fo continue its journey Ofla

the pilgrimage to economic

freedom. ol

Negative Politics tt

The two political partles
i.e., the Janta party and thcr
Congress for Democracy werea
born after the announcement.
of election was made., They do*
not have any roots among the
people. The Janta party isls
an alliance of disparate politi.
cal groups and it has nothing
to offer to the electorate excep
presenting a bogey that ‘demo~'
cracy is in danger’. The op
position parties depend fo:
their vote-catching on the un °
healthy practice of personalisin. -
politics. Their main plank 1?
anti-Congressism, They are no
prepared to taks a bout witl
basic issues. Their battle cp
is ‘Do not Vote Congress;
They still continue to trade o
negative politics. In the initia
stages, their propaganda wa.
that a strong opposition shoulc
be built against the Congress
When they realised that the
people vote a party for form~
ing a government and not fo,
the fun of opposition, the:
changed their tactics.

The Indian electorate is in-
telligent enough to perceivc
the opportunistic posture o
the opposition and reject them
1 am fully confident that the;
will only vote for stability
continuity and progress, whicl_
the Congress alone represents.
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When it comes to

choosing quality Transformers.

Switchgear, Motors or

Diodes
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Industries
VOTE for
NGEF

Manufacturers of

1. Distribution and power transformers upto

40,000 kVA, 132 kV.

2. High and Low tension switchgear and

switchboards.

3. High and Low tension standard motor
upto 1700 HP., 6.6 kV.

4. Power diodes 700 A (RMS) upto 3000 V
(Peak Repetitive Reverse Voltage).

5. Tower rectifiers-heavy current units, Air or
water cooled for electrolysis, traction etc.
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Democratic Alternative in Sight

Surendra Mohan

THe PRESENT parliamentary
election has been called by the
prime minister even though in
the last session of Parliament,
the government has obtained
extension of its life for another
year. When the election was
announced, prominent leaders
of the opposition including
Raj Narain, Madhu Limaye,
L.K. Advani and Siddharaj
Dhadda along with thousands
of their workers were in jail.
Even now, hundreds have not
been released.

The government’s calculation
was that, with a fear-stricken
people who had been fed upon
one-sided propaganda for I8
months, a chained opposition
which had been consistently
calumnised through muzzied
mass media, a committed judi-
ciary, a captive press and a
demoralised bureaucracy, 2
snap election would give her
party an overwhelming majo-
rity and the popular legitimacy
to the authoritarian measures
and those far-reaching changes
in the constitution which bad
upset the equitable balances
which had upheld our demo-
cratic polity. )

Calculations Falsified

However, the people even
more than the intelligentsia
and the opposition parties,
falsified these calculations.
They exhibited no sense of
fear. After all, large sections
among them had found money
for the families of the detenus
and shelter for underground
workers, and had also started
to fight against compulsory

Mr Surendra Mohan is General

Sccretary, Janta Party.
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sterilisation and refusal to pay
bonus or DA. They had begun
to show dissatisfaction against
price rise which started steeply
since March 1976. And, al-
though they did not come out
on the streets during the
emergency aad silently suffered
all the mounting corruption,
arbitrary ways of a frightened
and indecisive bureaucracy,
extortion of money and demo-
lition of houses, the resentment
deep within their hearts wel-
led out.

Alacrity Shown

The opposition parties also
showed sufficient alacrity in
creating a political democratic
alternative against an authori-
tarian regime and the intelli-
gentsia stood out in complete
support of the restoration of
civil liberties and democratic
rights. But the biggest crash
came as all those sections in
the ruling party who were
suffocated in the straitjacket
called the Congress party and
waited for an opportune mo-
ment to assert themselves for
people’s rights, left it and
created a vertical division
under the leadership of Mr
Jagjivan Ram.

The prime minister’s diver-
sionary tactics of popularising
the 20-point programme and
assuring various reliefs to the
weaker sections miscrably failed
because there was no convic-
tion either on the part of the
administration or the political

leadership. During the last 10

months prices have risen by
40 per cent, making a mockery
of one of the most prominent
point in that programme.

In spite of various concessions
given to big business, produc-
tion did not show up and the
recession that had hit the eco-
nomy further deepened. The
effect of the economic policies
of the government during the
emergency was to hit the poor,
particularly because all the
countervailing forces against the
economic injustices had been
throttled by suspension of civil
liberties and  fundamental
rights.

In the same sense the weaker
sections which have been
socially oppressed could find
no relief although post-emer-
gency promises were galore.
This also was the result of the
concentration  of arbitrary
powers in the bureaucracy
against which all democratic
checks had been taken away,

Main Issues

The present election is now
being fought on these main
issues. Can a people thrive
and prosper under conditions
which resemble authoritaria-
nism even ifin the name of
restoration of discipline or to
rectify the derailment of demo-
cracy ? The question is whether
it is the people who will be
trusted to maintain peace, to
participate in the development
of the country and to work
for their cumulative economic
amelioration. The second ques-
tion is whether curbs on
freedom of press and suspen-
sion of civil Iiberties can be
Justified only because there
were some difficult moments
for the ruling party or the
prime minister. The third
question is whether people’s
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rights are an impediment to;.
economic equality as is wrong-,
ly propagated by the govern-,
ment? Or are they the neces- -
sary condition for the fulfil-,
ment of the people’s aspiration ? ;
There is no doubt that the
people will make a clear |
choice on these issues. Other
questions  which  relate to
stability are not so relevant
today because while the Con-
gress party which harps on
this question has been verti-
cally divided, various opposi- .
tion parties have coalesced to
create a unified and stable
political structure.

!
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Progress Demands Discipline

Syed Mir Qasim

ELECTIONS ARE 2 renewal of
faith in the power of the
people. Indeed, this is the
essence of a democratic set-up,
in which the people’s represen-
tatives have to “‘render
“account™ to their constituents.

For wus, in this country,
. democratic process has become
‘an essential ingredient of the
' political ethos. Our freedom
‘ struggle, evolved out of this
!;process, showed concern for
*| the people’s will and the belief
’ that they should be masters of
Htheir own destiny. Expectedly,
Vitherefore, the Constitution
of the free India made adult
jfranchise a corner-stone of the
l}fpolity and that too at atime
Nwhen in some industrially
hiadvanced countries, sections of
{population were still struggling
éto achieve the right to vote.
‘ Broad Consensus
It is important to remember
this because it was the Indian
National Congress and the
governments formed by the
party in the states which
pursued these ideals and built
up institutions to ensure that
'these were translated into
Qpractice. This was inevitable
because the Congress party
‘represented during the freedom
struggle and after independence
the broad political consensus
of the people of this country.
If the Congress has been des-
cribed as a movement rather
(than a party, it is because it
{enfolds in itself the broad
{specttum of the political
jopinion unified in the desire to
restore to this nation the glory
"and the prestige due to it,

j At this time when the coun-

‘ Syed Mir Qasim {3 union Minister
%for Civil Supplies and Cooperation

' EASTERN ECONOMIST

try is poised for another elec-
tion, it is necessary to see
through the partisan rehetoric
of the critics of the Congress
party. Even if they pretend to
forget, the people of this
land cannot forget that the
Congress party stands on deep
democratic foundations and it
is only this party which can
ensure the growth of demo-
cratic processes aimed at
solving the innumerable pro-
blems inherited by us during
the centuries of feudal and
colonial rule.

Democratic Traditions

The people of this country
are wedded to democracy and
the Congress party, which
represents them, is a tapestry
of democratic traditions, norms
and practices. The charge of
dictatorship against the Cong-
ress party, therefore, is as
artificial as the grouping of the
opposition segments which
have been rejected by the
Indian people again and again.
If the Congress had not
embraced the aspirations of
different sections of the Indian
people, it would have crumbled
down long ago. Its resilence
is because of its democratic
fabric. It has inherited the deep
concern for the down-trodden

and the dispossessed from
Gandhiji.
It is well recognised that

Jawahar Lal, “The darling
of the people”, could have
imposed any type of regime
and got away with it. But he
carried forward the traditions
of the Congress and went out
of his way to inculcate the
democratic spirit and build up
democratic institutions. The
supremacy of the people, as

‘reflected in Parliament, was
dear to him and he fostered
this and other democratic
institutions with great care and
respect.

Timely Action

The same is true about our
leader, Mrs Indira Gandhi.
Throughout the eleven years
she has been at the helm of
affairs in this country she has
stuck to democratic norms,
many times against great odds.
I am saying great odds because
those very parties and groups,
which have found it expedient
now to swear by democracy,
did their best to subvert demo-
cracy itself. They took
advantage of the democratic
institutions to undermine these
very institutions. They might
find it convenient now to
forget the conditions which
they created before June, 1975,
but the fact remains that but
for the timely action by the
prime minister, they would have
led to chaos—a fertile ground
for dictatorship.

Even at the time of promul-
gation of emergency, the
prime minister made it very
clear that it was a temporary
measure and the country would
revert to the democratic func-
tioning as soon as normalcy
was restored. True to her
words, she announced the
elections on January 18, 1977,
so that people are in a posi-
tion to reaffirm their power.

Thus, the forthcoming elec-
tions are most crucial for the
people and for democracy
itself. The issue before the
people is whether this country
should be allowed to forge
ahead as a great power, which
is its destiny because of its

434

geo-political  position  and
economic  capabilities, or
whether disparate parties are
allowed to lead the country
towards instability. As far as
the Congress is concerned, it
is wedded to democratic norms
and is the only party which
can lend stability and progress
to the nation. The importance
of the forthcoming -elections
lies in the fact that the choice
before the people is very
limited. They have to opt for
democracy and progress or for
chaos and anarchy.

We Shall Overcome

NEW DELHI, Feb. 24: M.
Jaya Prakash Narayan had in a
letter to the Prime Minister on
July 21, 1975, from prison stated
that there was never any plan to
paralyse the government. “‘If
there was any plan, it was a simple,
innocent and short-time plan to
continue until the Supreme Court
decided your appeal” against the
Allahabad High Court verdict.

The letter, released by the Janta
party, was not acknowledged, It
says in part :

“You inherited a great tradi-
tion, noble values and a working
democracy. Do not leave behind
a miserable wreck of all that, It
would take a long time to put all
that together again. For it would
be put together again, I have no
doubt.

A people who fought British im-
prialism, and humbled it, cannot
accept indefinitely the indignity
and sham of totalitarianism,

The spirit of man can never be
vanquished no matter how deeply
suppressed. In establishing your
personal dictatorship you have
buried it deep. But it will vise
from the grave. Even in Russia it
is slowly coming up.

You have talked of ‘drift’ in
the country. But was that due to
the Opposition or tome? The drift
was because of your lack of deci-
sion, direction and drive. You seem
to act swiftly and dramatically
only when your personal position
is threatened. Once that is assy-
red, the drift begins.

Dear Indiraji, please do not iden-

tify yourself with the nation. You
are not immortal, India Is”,

Mr J. P. Mathar is
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People’s Fait

NORMALLY  ELECIIONS  are

fought on issues that political

parties and leaders place before
the people and on which the
people give their verdict. But
conditions this time are very
much  otherwise.  Political
parties have receded into the
background and it is the
people, the real masters, who
are deciding the issues. Some
of these issues are being open-
ly discussed from political
platforms, but some others,
though left unsaid, arc caus-
ing undercurrents of doubt
and expectations in the minds
of the electorate. A verdict
on thesc silent issues would
prove decisive for the very
existence of democracy.

Sudden Decision

The suddeness with which
the prime minister announced
the present Lok Sabha election
is in keeping with the political
tricks that she has been prac-
tising so far. The 1971 election
atso had been called as a sur-
prise. But thedifference between
the election announcements
then and now is that in 1971
there was no doubt in the
minds of the people about
whether the election would be
held at all. Only the suddeness
of the announcement was the
same as at present. But this
time not only the people but
even the ruling party and
government circles  doubted
if the election would take
place at all and if it dil take
place whether it would be a
mere farce as in communist

" countries.

Against this psychological
background the minds of the
peoplehave beenstirred as never
before, and the basic issue of

Secretary,
Bhartiya Jana Sangh,
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democracy has come to the
fore not only for the intelli-
gentsia but also for the people
at large, including the most
illitcrate persons.

The basic principles of
democracy which the comimon
m:n has so long taken for
granted now confront him as
decisive factors. During the last
19 months, pcople have seen
how an abserce of those
things which they had taken
for granted so far would lead
them into a life that was worse
than death. The nation has
accepted Mr Jaya Prakash
Narayan’s declaration that
the present election is a choice
between  dictatorship  and
democracy without reserva-
tion because it is the own view
of the people and their own
realisation. Ina way J.P. and
other leaders have only voiced
the innermost sentiments of
the people.

Popular Wrath

The ruling party, and pri-
marily the prime minister,
realising the popular wrath
against them, are trying to
sidetrack the real issue. This
attempt at digression is being
made in two forms. The first
is the prime minister’s repeat-
ed advocacy of stability. In
truth, the st bility she means
is strictly on the individual
level, for the ‘requent changes
in the state governments and
the portfolios at the centre
prove that there is no stability
for any Congress government
or Congress minister.  If and
when the prime minister deci-
des upon a change, she makes
it. Even her sham stability is
based upon fear. In the ab-
sence of fear, she would cer-
tainly have been swept away
by her own partymen.

The prime minister’s sccond
attempt is to persuade the
people to belicve that the very
fact of her holding the election
is enough proof of her faith
in democracy. The common
people, and particularly the
intelligentsia, are not prapared
to accept this  argument.
Rather, this attempt by the
prime minister has reduced her
credibility. The failure to
remosve poverty and to check
rise in prices has become
secondary issues and the credi-
bility or otherwise of the
prime minister’s words and
claims has tacitly become an
important election issues.

A Challenge

Credibility has
challenge not only for the
ruling party; it Thas also
become a challenge for the
opposition. This is not because
the opposition has not lived
up to its words, as its claims
have not yet been tested at all.
The reason for this is the basic
popular feeling that all politi-
cal parties and ieaders are
alike, that they forget their
promises after the elections,
and their main aim is to serve
their personal and party ends.
This cyni ism among the
people at large has not been
raused by any one political
party or person, but is the
result of the goneral political
atmosphere of the last 25 years.
So the question is whether,
during the election campaign
and after, we can remove this
deep suspicion entrenched in
the minds of the people. If
the present election results in
ending or even reducing this
cynicism, it would be to the
credit of both the government
and the opposition.

There is another democratic

become a
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h Must be Restored

J. P. Mathur

principle at issue in the present
election. There has not been
a change in the government
since independence, except for
a short period in 1967 in some
states. This has made the
people feel that, whatever the
circumstances, the government
in this country cannot be
changed by the ballot.

Change in Govt.

The prime minister’s refusal
to step down from office in
the wake of the verdict of the
Allahabad High Court and
the terrible events that follow-
ed have all the more confirmed
this belief among the people.
Still, for the first time in the
history of independent India,
people now have come to feel
that if there is no rigging and
trickery, the government at the
centre can certainly be chang-
ed. Yet there is lurking suspi-
cion thatin case the Congress
loses, there could happen any-
thing unpredictable. Although
there is no sound basis for
such a suspicion, there is cer-
tainly this type of cynicism
among the people.

The prime necessity of a
healthy democracy is the confi-
dence among the people that
they can choose the government
they want and that the defeated
party and leaders would step
down with grace. Removing
these doubts and cynicism be-
seiting the minds of the people
is something which is above the
success or defeat of both the
ruling and opposition parties.
On this point both can share
victory or defeat alike. Let
us hope that both the opposi-
tion and the party in power
would  equally share a
healthy and honest victory for
democracy and the Indian
people.
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Parliamentary System at Stake

IN THE coming general elec-
tion, the Communist Party of
India will seek a mandate
from the people for defending
and extending democracy, for
safeguarding and improving
the living conditions of the
people and for creating stable
conditions for national econo-
mic development. We put
special emphasis on the strug-
gle for extending democracy
and demand for this purpose
the lifting of the emergency,
removal of press censorship
and the stopping of the misuse
of Samachar, All India Radio
and Television in favour of
the ruling party.

At stake in the coming
election battle are the parlia-
mentary democratic system,
the democratic rights of [the
masses and the cherished
democratic norms and values
of the nation. These face
serious danger from reaction.
Our party seeks the people’s
mandate to defeat this danger,
to defend democracy (and give
it stronger popular mass
foundation.

Crucial Issues

The direction and content
of our nation’s economic
policy are also crucial issues
for the coming election battle.
Our party seeks a clear man-
date for self-reliance, for rapid
implementation of the 20-point
programme which at present
has been put into deep freeze,
for urgently-needed anti-mono-
poly measures, for planning of
the economy tied to national
needs and expanded home
market and for closer ties with
the socialist world. We are
coming out sharply against

-Mr N. K. Krishnan is Secretary,

National Council of the Communist
Party of Irdia.
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the imperialist World Bank
strategy of dependence on aid
and export-oriented economy,
against the penetration of the
multi-nationals into our econo-
my, against the wholesale
concessions given by the
government to the monopolists,
against policies and measures
helping speculators and hoar-
ders.

Clear Mandate

The paramount issue of the
livelihood of the masses is also
in sharp focus in the coming
election battle, Qur party raises
its voice against the govern-
ment’s policy of pampering the
monopolists and speculators
who have now brought back
inflation, of snatching away
the hard-won bonus of the
workers, impounding of the
dearness allowance and per-
mitting lock-outs, closures and
mass retrenchment by the
monopolists on an unprece-
dented scale, imposing huge
tax burdens on the masses and
denying remunerative prices to
the peasant. Qur party seeks a
clear mandate for a programme
of guaranteed supply of essen-
tial commodities at reasonable
prices, cheap and adequate
housing, minimum living wage
and eradication of unemploy-
ment.

We seek a clear mandate
that the national gains won by
the unity, sacrifice and strug-
gle of our masses in the post-
independence period be defen-
ded and carried forward and
their benefits made to reach
the masses instead of being
grabbed by the vested in-
terests.

The danger posed by reaction
in the form of the rightist
efforts at consolidation through

Krishnan

a one-party combine is now
aggravated by the fact that
reaction is seeking to gain
positions of influence and
pressure in the ruling party
too and in the government
and administrative apparatus.
Extra-constitutional centres of
power have been operating,
even bypassing the national
democratic processes of the
ruling party itself. All the
dangerous phenomena have
manifested § themselves sharply
in the recent phase of the
emergency period when the
emergency powers were being
more and more misused against
the interests of the masses.

Old Alliance

Our party will rouse the
people against the newly-form-
ed Janta party which, accord-
ing to us, is only the emer-
gence of the old grand
alliance in a new garb, despite
its demagogic slogans. This
party’s alliance with reactionary
regional.parties like the DMK
and the Akalis and with the
CPI(M) on an all-India basis
has added new dimension to
the danger.

As regards the new party,
“Congress for Democracy”,
we regard it as a revolt against
extra-constitutional authority
and open violation of demo-
cratic norms and assess it as a
democratic party.

In three states—Waest Bengal,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu—it
has been possible for our
party to come to an overall
electoral understanding with the
Congress. In other states, con-
ditions do not exist for such an
understanding. In these states,
however, we shall extend our
support to all democratic and
progressive Congress candi-
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dates, as well as to other
left and democratic forces on j
a selective basis.

Our overall objective is to
increase our party’s strength
and to help bring into exis-
tence a new Lok Sabha with a
decisive majority for democra-
tic forces.

Concrete Prozramme

Our party has put forth in
1ts election manifesto a con-
crete programme of measures
whose implementation  will
help strengthen democracy,
improve the people’s living
standards and establish stable
conditions for economic pro-
gress. Among thesec measures
are: further strengthening of
the public sector; nationalisa-
tion of textile, sugar, jute and
foreign drug industries and
take.over of wholesale trade in
foodgrains and edible oils;
prevention of penetration of
multi-national companies; can-
cellation of all concessions
given to the monopolies in the
last two years; minimum living
wage and guaranteed bonus
for the working class and total
ban on lay-offs, lock-outs,
retrenchments and closures.

Our party calls for the en-
hancement of the antiimperia-
list trend in India’s foreign
policy and further expansion
of friendship with the Soviet
Union and other countries of
the socialist community.

Damsel in Distress

BHUBANESWAR, Feb, 23 :
Opening the Congress Party’s elec-
tion campaign in Orissa teday, Mrs

all, especially women, to support
her and the Congress. “I have
come to you not as the Prime
Minister but as a ‘sevika’ (public
servant) and a sister in distress who
is being encircled only to be stabbed
from all sides”, she told 2 meeting
in Cuttack district,

Gandhi made an ardent appeal to |
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Magic Wand has Broken

—dJaya Prakash Narayan

BoMmsay, rEs 22: The Lok
Sabha elections will decide the
future of the country for a
long time to come, declared
Mr Jaya Prakash Narayan
while addressing a massive
public meeting at Shivaji Park
here this evening.

If the Congress was returned
to power once again, the
nation was doomed to dicta.
torship. It was already estab-
lished beyond doubt by the
events of the last 19 months.
Their own expericnce should
convince the voters that vote
for the Congress was tenta-
mount to “hand-cuffing and
shackling themselves with their
own hands”, he added.

Mr Narayan declared that
the prime minister had mis-
calculated if she thought

POINT
OF
VIEW

people could be made to vote
for the Congress through terror
and fear. The Congress would
be judged by its record during
its 30 years’ rule. During this
period, the sufferings of the
people had increased. The
rich had become richer and
the poor poorer.

The prices had doubled and
trebled and the value of the
rupee sunk fow. Unemploy-
ment had multiplied and cor-
ruption had grown apace. Mrs
Gandhi had herself been in
power for 10 years, which Mr
Narayan said, was long enough
a period to judge her record,

He said Mrs Gandhi had
been moving in the direction

ELECTION NUMBER

of  authoritarian rule long
before she imposed the emer-
gency. This was to cover her
failure to improve the lot of
the people and protect herself
from the wrath of the masses
and against the threat to her
personal power.

He emphasized that unlike
in the earlier elections this
time there would be straight
contests between the Congress
and the Janta party for most
seats. As a result, the Con-

gress would not be able to
secure a majority in Parlia-
ment even while polling mino-
rity votes. This was becauSe a
large number of opposition
parties had, contrary to the
Congress party’s expectations,
come together to form the
Janta party. “The magic
wand”’ of the Congress which
had enabled it to gain a majo-
rity, in every election in the
past has now been broken.

Concluding, Mr Narayan
warned the people] that if the
Congress was voted back to
power these would be last elec-
tions in the country.

Democracy or Disruption ?

New peu, Feb  18: Mrs
Gandhi has said she will like
the politics, policies and pro-
grammes of all parties in the
country to be frec of bitter-
ness, hatred and violence,

“If there is any area at all
in which they can cooperate,
then they should do so in that
area, and we should not let
bitterness stand in the way”,
she said in an interview pub-
lished in Friday's issue of
National Herald.

Clarifying what she said at
a public meeting early this
week, she said: “What I said
was that even though we may
oppose one another in many
areas, if there is any area in
which there can be coopera-
tion then we should cooperate.
For instance, if there is an ex-
ternal aggression we have co-
operated, although  some
groups did try to take advan-
tage even at that time.

“‘Many people in the oppos-
ing groups are full of bitter-
ness and hatred and we would
like our politics, our policies
and programmes to be free of

—Indira Gandhi

bitterness,
lence.”

hatred and vio-

She described the opposi-
tion slogan—democracy ver-
sus dictatorship—as “a little
pompous”. The real choice,
she said, was “between demo-
cry and disruption”.

She said everyone knew
what the opposition parties
were against. But they wanted
to know what they were for.
They had promised many
things in their manifesto—in
fact all things to all men. But
she said, it was difficult to
take it very seriously.

She thought the Janta party
manifesto is “a charter to dis-
mantle the approach of socia-
lism, secularism and non-align-
ment which Jawaharlal Nehru
had built and following which
path we have achieved consi-
derable success”.

What did she think would
constitute a threat to demo-
cracy? The prime minister
replied that the real threat to
the country was whea econo-
mic progress was jeopardized.
To solve any problem, the
country must be strong. It must
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withstand pressures from diffe-
rent forces outside the coun-
try.

Anything that weakened the
country was a threat to India’s
democracy. “Iam afraid that
before the emergency we were
sliding or drifting into that
sort of situation. That was the
reason for the imposition of
the emergency,” she said.

About Mr Jagjivan Ram and
his associates, she said it was
difficult to understand them.
“Had the emergency been
imposed just now, one could
have understood that they felt
bad about it. But it is more
than one and a half years since
that took place. The very fact
that we have announced the
elections when we need not
have at least for a year more,
refutes the charge of authori-
tarianism”, she said,

She reassured “every person

at every place” that family
planning was a voluntary
movement. She claimed that
there was much false propa-
_—

Who Pressurises
Whom?

COCHIN, Feh 24; Mr
Verghese, a leading Joumahs?, fo(i:
mer press adviser to the prime minj-
ster,.ﬁghtlng as an opposition-bac-
ked independent in the Mavelikara
Lok Sabha constituency in K

imposed on the press by the govern-
ment were arhj i o
constite: thrary, illegal and un

Mr Verghese said the news -
age:_nent. by the govemmmt,m?f:-
sultmg_ in deliberate distortion and
doctormg of news, either through
compulsion or through denial of
access to the source of true infor-
mation, was worse than censorship.

It was a mistake to think of the
freedom of the press in a narrow
sense. The ownership pattern of the
lndx_an hewspapers might not be very
desirable and might require changes,
But the “‘essential mischief of the
big industrialists’ ownership of the
press lies not so much in the pro-
prietor pressurising the editor as in
the government pressurising the
proprietor”, he said. If a news-
Paper owner did anything wrong, he
could be corrected or fought, hut
if the government itself was to g0
wrong, there was no option for the
People.
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ganda not only about family
planning but practically every-
thing.

About the “gains of the
emergency”, she said the most
important gain was the new

pride in being Indian. The
question now was how to
preserve the gains. ‘‘We have
tried our best to do this by the
constitutional amendments’’,
she said.

On Gandhian Path

MabRraAs, Feb 20: Mr Morarji
Desai  to-day refuted the
prime minister’s criticism
that the Janta party was a
loose combination of parties
with different ideologies, having
no definite programmes,

Addressing a2 public meeting
on the sands of the Marina,
the Janta party chairman
said the opposition parties
had united under one banner
after realising the futility of
fighting the ruling party sepa-
rately. The opposition was
now on the Gandhian path
and committed to a common
programme.

Janta Manifesto

Mr Desai said the Janta
party had made it very clear in
its manifesto what it stood for
and what it would do if voted
to power. If this was nota
programme, what else was it?
“Is the Congress a united
party and does it have the
homogeneity”? he asked. The
ruling party was kept together
by the “terror” with which
the prime minister governed it.
The Congress was a ‘‘one
person’s party and the moment
the person is not there, the
party will be no more”, Mr
Desai said and claimed that
the Janta party had several
persons to run the government.

Mr Desai said the Janta
party had alliance with regio-
nal parties likethe DMK and
the Akali Dal to prevent fight-
ing against each other when
they were all for a common
purpose. ‘“What we have done
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—Morarji Desai

is to deny the opportunity to
the ruling party to defeat us™
The Janta party was able to
arrive at an understanding
throughout the country to force
a straight contest with the
Congress.

Dual Role

Mr Desai said the Congress
forged an alliance with the
DMK in 1971 after accepting
all the conditions put by the
latter only to defeat “Mr
Kamaraj and all of us”. At
that time the DMK did not
even clearly say that it did
not believe in secession. When
the purpose was served, the
DMK ministry was dismissed
on the ground of “terrible
corruption”. Complaints had
been made against the DMK
leaders two or three years
earlier, but these were not
taken notice of because they
were friends then. It was very
amusing that the then gover-
nor had no reservation in
praising the DMK govern-
ment for its good work until
the day he sent the report to
the centre. They appointed
a commission of enquiry
straightaway. The appoint-
ment of a commission would
have been all right if the same

procedure had been adopted in

regard to all those against
whom complaints were made.,
“But it was not so when it
came to their friends and
temporary  allies —* nobody
could be their permanent
allies””. Mr Desai said no
commission of enquiry was
appointed when several MPs,

gave a representation to the
President with facts and figures
of corruption involving crores
of rupees i Haryana. Not
only there was no enquiry but
those against whom charges
were made was ‘‘rewarded’.
But in the case of Akali minis-
ters a commission of enquiry
was appointed as soon as they
left the government.

He felt an impartial agency
which was judicial should look
into the complaints of corrup-
tion — whether  they were
against the prime minister or
the chief ministers or minis-
ters —and the findings of that
body should be binding on
everybody. “We may not do
the way they are now doing—
one law for them and another
for others. The same law
should govern everyone. I do
not see how the prime minis-
ter should be better protected
than an ordinary person. She
has to protect you and not
protect herself at your cost”,
Mr Desai said.

Mr Desai exhorted the
people and the opposition
parties to face the elections

confidently and see that the
ruling party was taught a
“proper lesson” through the
baliot box.

Mr Desai said, the Janta
party had been formed on the

‘people’s demand’ and, if voted’

to power, would see that pro-
per standards were established
by the government and that
all the wrongs done so far
were rectified. It would also
guarantee that such things
were not repeated by making
the constitution foolproof so
that nobody could play”
with it. “If, at the end of
three years, we do not pro-
ceed properly on the promised
path, we shall not inflict our-
selves on you and will certainly
vacate™, he said.

The Janta leader appealed to
the people to exercise their
judgment (in the coming elec-
tions) in the interests of the
country and not be misguided
by rumours that were being
spread. ‘It is said that I want
to force Hindi on you. In fact,
I do not want to force not
only Hindi but anything on

L2

you”.

Emergency Outlives Utility

New  pewsi, Feb., 14: Mr
Jagjivan Ram, chairman of the
Congress for Democracy said

today that in June, 1975
“when there were large-scale
strikes, absenteeism in

schools, postponement of exa-
minations by universities and
widespread work stoppages,
one¢ might say thcre was some
justification for the imposition
of the emergency,” but thers
was no justification for it
today.

He defended the speech he
made in Parliament on July 2,
1975, while moving the motion
for approval by the House of
the proclamation of the emer-
geney, but pointed out that he
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—dJagjivan Ram

had written a leuter to the
prime minister asking her to

revoke the emergency, '

At his press conference, a
reporter referred to the prime
minister’s reported characteri-
zation of the demand for
withdrawal of the emergency
as “a pompous slogan” and
also to the assertion made by
the AICC general secretary,
MrV.B. Raju, to the effect
that the emergency had been

practically lified. <

Mr Jagjivan Ram said: “Let
us hope they will try to recon-
cile with each other on what
they have to say. Why do you
ask me to reconcile the two 7"

He said that My Raju had
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taken great pains and time to
collect extensively from my
speech made in the Lok Sabha
(on July 2, 1975). But he had
missed the point that <I did
not support the continuance
of the emergency any longer
than it was necessary,”

He said in his letter to the
prime minister that he saw no
justification for the continua-
tion if the emergency. He did
not argue about the past, “but
I talked about the future.”

When a reporter asked
whether he found justification
for continuance of the cmer-
gency for 19 months, Mr

Jagjivan Ram replied: “Ido .

not say that.”

“If, as Mr Raju puts it, the
emergency does not virtually
exist, why not lift it completely
then”’, he asked.

He also asserted that he was

not consulted for the proclama-
tion of the emergency.

A reporter asked him to
comment on Mr Kamalapati
Tripathi’s statement that “Mr
Jagjivan Ram knew about the
imposition of the emergency.”
Mr Jagjivan Ram replied: “I
wish he had also known about
it beforehand. Perhaps the
prime minister had called him
specially and consulted him
before the proclamation of the
emergency and also consulted
him on the names of leaders
who were going to be arrested.
Will he say he was consulted
in all this? 1 only know that I
was not consulted.”

Mr Jagjivan Ram said that
his party would make a “good
showing” all over the country
in the coming elections. “‘The
Janta party and we will have a
comfortable majority.”” He had
no doubt about it. He would
spend only three days in his
own constituency Sasaram.

PM Seeks Clear Mandate

Ropar (PuniaB), Feb 23:
External Affairs minister Y.B.
Chavan today jappealed to the
Punjab electorate to shed
casteism, regionalism and
groupism while exercising its
right of franchise.

Speaking at a public mee'ing
here, Mr Chavan rebutted the
opposition charge of dictator-
ship against the prime minis-
ter. He said dictators did not
hold elections, they ruled the
country 4t gun point. 1f Mrs
Gandhi was a dictator why had
she gone to the country when
she had the constitutional
right not to order elections for
another year. It was her faith
in democracy that made her
do so, he said. She wanted to
run the affairs of the country
only with a clear mandate from
the people.

He described as unholy the

ELECTION NUMBER

—Y. B. Chavan

alliance of the opposition
parties which were responsible
for creating anarchy in the
country. It was in Gujarat that
this was first let Joose and if
the prime minister had not
taken timely action it would
have spread to the whole
country. The opposition’s only
aim now was to weaken the
Congress so that they could
impose their misrule on this
great nation,

He appealed to the people
to make the centre. strong so
that the country is not weaken-
ed. The opposition parties
were aiming at weakening the
centre. If emergency was not
proclaimed these forces of
destabilisation would have
overawed the nation and
jeopardised its interests. Dur-
ing emergency innumerable
benefits bave been derived by

the people and the whole
world had hailed the progress
made by India. While social
disparities were  removed

" poverty was also abolished to

a great measure,

The External Aflairs minis-
ter also said that India had
pursued a sound foreign policy
with the result that it had
earned a great name in the
world. “We have friendship
with all the countries of the
world,” he said, but reminded
the people that only those who
were strong had friends. No
one wanted to make weaker
people their friends.

An Admixture

He said that the opposition
parties were an admixture of
different ideologies. Would
they be able to keep the coun-
try intact? It was doubtful, he
said. For the last so many
years it was the Congress
which had maintained the
integrity of the country.

Mr Chavan said the opposi-
tion parties wanted to grab
power so that they could undo
the progressive policies of the
government. They wanted to
reverse the process of bank
nationalisation and abolition
of privy purses. It was because
of this that they were against
the 42nd constitutional amend-
ment. The Congress was for
democracy and people should
vote only for this party, he
said. ‘

Mr Chavan ridiculed the
Janta party’s claim that it was
an alternative to the ruling
party.

He said the people of India
had robust common sense and
they could never be taken in
by political gimmicks. They
were seriously concerned with
the progress of the country
and their own progress and as
such would refuse to opt for a
party that had no programme
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except that of removing Mrsltll

Gandhi. b
Ten years ago India’s posi~:c‘
tion was weak. Its economy "
had dipped low and its politics -
had become slippery. Then ot
came the problem of Bangla-
desh. No sooner had this been .
solved, the opposition ]aunched’l,81
its attack with all its weapons i
in the armoury—strikes, agita- ¢
tions, disturbances and so on.’®*
On the top of all was given the 1ff
call of total revolution by Mr'!®
J.P. Narayan. g

The legislators in the clected ta
assembly of Gujarat were
forced to resign and such
undemocratic acts were catch--
ing infection. These clements
wanted to break up everyl

assembly and in the end the

. Ci¢
Parliament. .
(s

)]

rt

The dissolution of an assem-
bly can, however, be faced byag
imposing the President’s rule
but what would happen if the

A God's Good Man_—’m

NEW DELHI, Feb, 24: The P
Janta party today issued a Press re-
lease quoting the late Mr Kamaraj
to say that he was deeply concerned
over the arrests and the future of
democr;acy pe:then the emergency
was clam on the coun i
June, 1975, v in

When the emergency was dec-
lared, the Janta party claimed,
he said “‘Our country is not on the
right path now. It is on wrong
track. When I see this my mind is
filled with sadness. It was not to put
a fev'v People in power that so many
sa.cnf?ces were made, so many
miseries suffered.”

The Janta party’s published ex-
tracts from Mr Kamaraj's speeches
after the proclamation of the emer-
gency include the following:

“They put bans if they cannot
obtain the confidence of the people.
Leaders are arrested and sent to |~
prison. If this country goes under
a dictatorship it will be enslaved
again. But dictatorship cannot
survive for long.

“We do not know what is hap-
pening in Delhi. Neither does the
radio give factual news.

““The situation is similar to being
blind-folded and let loose in the
woods. Even in 1971 their attitude
and their bias caused alarm, It
was because of this | said that
democracy is in danger.

“If such things happen the gov-
ernment will not get a good name,
It will only earn a bad reputation.”

[ 20
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Parliament is broken up under
coercion and force, he asked.

It was only an irony that
these breakers of democratic
institutions were now posing
themselves as  saviours of
democracy and trying to mis-

Congress will

New DeL, Feb 22: The Con-
gress president, Mr D.K.
Borooah, asserted here today
that his party would do well in
the elections, ‘“and we will
certainly not do worse than we
did in 1971’ and would form
the government again.

Should the verdict be other-
wise, Mr Borooah said, the
Congress would become *‘the
President’s loyal opposition”.
“The Congress will accept the
poll verdict, whatever it is”, he
added.

Questioned at a press confe-
rence about the procedure that
would be adopted to elect a
new leader of the Congress
party in Parliament if the party
returned with a majority, Mr
Borooah said *‘we have elected
Mrs Indira Gandhi as our
leader and she will continue to
be our leader after the elections
next month™.

Excesses

Answering  questions  on
“gxcesses’ in the implementa-
tion of the family planning
programme during the emer-
gency, Mr Borooah said his
impression was that no inci-
dent had taken place in very
large parts of the country. He
mentioned Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka,  Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and other states
in this connection. The only
place where excesses had been
reported were © “the  Indo-
Gangetic belt”.

Mr Borooah held that the
electoratc had faith in the

ELECTION NUMBER

fead the people “But they
won’t succeed.”

Their criticism against emer-
gency had to be judged in the
context of the threat for total
revolution and all that chaos
that preceded it.

Accept Verdict
—D. K. Borooah

capability of the Congress to
deliver the goods, whereas the
parties of the opposition had
still to prove their worth. The
post-1967 election experiment
with united front governments
had disillusioned the people.
They could not provide a stable
government, whereas the Con-
gress was the only party that
could provide stability with
growth and social justice.

The Janta party, Mr
Borooah pointed out included
the erstwhile Swatantra ele-
ments, such as Mr Piloo Mody
and Mr Minoo Masani and
the Jana Sangh’s Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee. “I do not
think anybody will take their
promises seriously”,

Political Philosophy

The political philosophy of
a party did not grow overnight.
The Congress party's political
philosophy had grown over the
years. But many of the other

. political parties had just ap-
peared on the scene particularly
the Janta party. In 1971, al-
most in the same garb and
body. it was cafled <grand
alliance™, he said.

*Besides, we have had some
cxperience of the functioning
of this kind of alliance in 1967
and 1971 in various states—of
disparate  parties  coming
together and forming the
government.”” In Bihar, for
example, where he was once
governor an SVD government
came into power for a short
duration by only adding more

and more ministers to the
cabinet, so that the number of
ministers rose to 51 ‘“and I
remember T had to administer
the oath of office in the
morning and at night,” he dis-
closed.

It had been proved without
any dispute that <this kind of
disparate parties cannot form
a cohesive government,” Mr
Borooah said.

So far as the Congress for
D:mocracy was concered, Mr
Borooah pointed out, it had
been said that it started as a
“revolt of Congressmen”—a
“revolt” against undemocratic

Choice : Stahility or Chaos -

functioning of the government lly,
and the Congress organization. the
“I'do not like to be personal,icy.
but the leadership of the CFD3 &
was very much in the govern- €I¢
ment and was a party to all theied:
changes like the emergency, ot
the constitution amendment
and so on. No one ever pro-.igt
tested even once. All thesenis-
were discussed in the cabinet, hat
the Congress Parliamentary/est
Party, the Congress Working iffi-
Committee and also in groupssist-
among Congressmen. Thereirge
was not a word of dissent eitherdat-
from Mr Jagjivan Ram or Mr
Bahuguna or Mrs Nandiniout
Satpathy.” the
“old

.ave

—Siddhartha Shankar Ray :ies

Cavcutra. Fes 15—The chief
minister of West Bengal, Mr
Siddhartha Shankar Ray, ad-
mitted today that there were
“grievances’” within the Con-
gress in the state over the issue
of nominations for the Lok
Sabha election and “‘our alli-
ance withthe Communist Party
of India”.

Mr Ray, who was addressing
a meet-the-press programme of
the Press Club added, how-
ever, that he was confident that
these grievances would not
stand in the way of the party
acting as a united body.

The chief minister said: “‘]
shall write to all Congress
MLAs asking them to ensure
the victory of both Congress
and CPI candidates’’. He was
confident of winningthe election
with a “*handsome majority”.

Regarding the election, Mr
Ray said, “‘the fight is not bet-
ween democracy and dictator-
ship, as the opposition is try-
ing to say, but between order
and disorder, stability and
chaos™. He recalled that after
the 1967 election, a large num.
ber of states had coalition gov-
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Cist-
ernments formed by the op-l

position parties but none of,_.
these could remain. There was
no peace, constitutional func-
tioning became impossible an

the centre could only save the
situation by imposing Presi*>¢
dent’s rule.

The chief minister warnec
the people that they should not
forget that experience. If therc
i.s such a heterogenous grouy
in power at the centre then the
country wili be doomed as the
constitution does not provide 3
for the removal of acentra
government by the imposition
of President’s rule in Delhi.

To Mr Ray, the Janta party
was ‘“actually a front of dis.
parate political elements with-
out any common ideology. In

9
$
¢
?
¢
the Hindi speaking belt it is/§
|
¢

!

N
i
!

totally dependent on the Jana
Sangh and in West Bengal or,
the CPI (M): Can such a com-
bination of forces offer a viable
alternative to the Congress’
he asked and added, ““the front
will last only up to the day the
results are announced’”. ’
Asked for his views on the -ﬁ
Congress for Democracy, Mp-
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Ray replied, It consists of
individuals who have not join-
ed the Janta party, I would
like to know what Mr Jagjivan
Ram and others think of the
constituents of  the Janta
party like the Jana Sangh and
also the CPI(M) 7"

Questioned on how such
prominent Congressmen could
leave the party, he said, It
has happened before. Acharya
Kripalani had left the Con-
gress. If some veterans had
left the party, other veterans
remained”. The chief minister
would not describe Mr Jagjivan
Ram and his associates as ¢ un-
democratic”. [ have nothing
against Babuji and others. It is
only that their views do not
tally with ours. In a demo-
cracy everyone is entitled to
his view. *In this connection
he addced, “I also wish to rule
out any possibility of my join-
ing the Congress for Demo-
cracy”.

Sanjay Gandhi

When a reporter suggested
that Mr Sanjay Gandhi was
bossing over the Congress party
and had even humiliated Mr
Ray, the chief minister said:
“I am not so casily humiliated.
With regard to Mr Sanjay
Gandhi I wish to say that a
mountain has been made out
of a mole hill,

“Various reports were being
circulated and it was cven said
that Mr  Sanjay Gandhi took
all the important decisions.” It
was said that he wanted a
constituent asstmbtly and that
he did not want clection to be
held.

“Jt was also said that he
wanted a change in the West
Bengal leadership. But the fuct
that none of these things took
place indicates that it is our
prime minister who  really
takes the decisions”. He quo-
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ted Mrs Gandhi to say that
“Sanjay is an insignificant
worker of the Congress”’.

A reporter then asked, “How
can an insignificant worker get
VIP treatment all over the
country”. Mr Ray replied:
“Personally 1 fecl chief minis-
ter should not go to the air-
port the receive Mr Gandhi. It
did not happen in We-t Bengal.
If anybody did this in any
other state, it must have been
done out of love and affection

for Mr Gandhi who is ouf
leader’s son.”

On the question of the
emergency, the chief minister
said; *‘The emergency was
proclaimed to save democracy
in the country: It will not last
forever. The prime minister
has a fine sense of timing and
it will be withdrawn at the right
moment”. Asked  whether
“full freedom’” would be re-
stored after the election, the
chief minister said: it de-
pends on the situation™.

Turning of the Tide

Carciitra, Fem 22 : Mr
Jyoti Basu, CPI-M leader,
today said his party would
render full help in the setting
up of a government by the
Janta party and the Cong-
ress for Democracy if they won
the elections but it would not
become a part of that govern-
ment. “Ours is a truly Marxist
party and its stand on econo-
mic issues and uplift of the
people is widely different from
that of the other two parties.”

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here, Mr Basu voiced the
fear that the Lok Sabha poll
in West Bengal may be rig-
ged in favour of the Cong-
ress.  But he did not think
rigging was possible on an
all-India scale.

The CPI-M l.ader said elec-
tions were going to be held in
strange circumstances when 4
large number of opposition
workers and cudres was still
in jail. Thoy had submitted a
list of the imprisoned werkers
both to the prime minister and
the chief minister, but only
six out of 267 had been releas-
so far, he pointed out, CPI-M
cadres were not being allowed
to function openly over exten-
sive areas in Calcutta, 24-Par-

—dJyoti Basu

ganas, Burdwan and somc
other districts.

Mr Basu said the trend was
“absolutely against the ruling
party” and if there was a free
and fair election, he was con-
vinced the Congress will lose.
He said his party will harness all
its force to defeat not only the

ruling party but also its ally,
the CPI, which had helped the
Congress to subvert democracy.
He said the Congress was a
divided house in which there
was a factional violence and-
“130 Congressmen had been
killed by their rivals.”

Mr Basu described as a sign
of weakness the prime minis-
ter's remark at the Basirhat
election meeting that West
Bengal may find itself in diffi-
culty in securing central assist-
ance if it did not return large
number of Congress candidat-
es to the Lok Sabha.

The CPI-M leader ruled out
the possibility of enlisting the
Naxalites into their party-fold
in view of their desire to parti-
cipate in the poll. “We have
never regarded their policies
and programmes as Marxist-
Leninist™, he said.

Mr Basu said that the basi
objective of the CPI-M-Jani
party poll adjustment was to
“struggle against the one-party
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dictatorship imposed in India
by a tiny leadership in the rul-
ing party.”

Describing the election as a
““snap poll”, he said “all the
time before the announcement
of the election, the people and
the political parties were given
to understand inside Parlia-
ment and outside that elec-
tions will not be held as the
life of Parliament has been ex-
tended by another year.”

Mr Basu said: “If the elec-

Property, A

New Derni, February 21: Mr
Atal Bhari Vajpayee of the
Janta party today said if his
party were returned to power it
would remove the Ninth
Schedule from the Constitution.
If the right to property were
removed from the chapter on
Fundamental  Rights, this
schedule would become un-
necessary.

Mr Vajpayee told reporters
that “a deliberate effort” was
being made to mislead the
people on the Janta party’s
Btand on the right to property.
Whe party did not oppose the
Right as such and looked for-
Ward to the day when every
gndian owned some property.

Ordinary Right

E But the party planned to
Belete property from the
mundamental Rights chapter
Bnd leave it as an ordinary
statutory right like any other
right that could be enforced in
a Court of Law.

The reasons for this, he said,
were that the “‘ruling party has
no respect for fundamental
freedoms. In the name of
curtailing the right to property,
it has sought to abridge all
other Fundamental Rights.”

The Ninth Schedule of the

BASTERN ECONOMIST

tions are to ascertain people’s
verdict, the opposition parties
should have been given a
chance to consolidate and ex-
press their opinions on the
political situation. Even now
despite assurance by the prime
minister and other responsible
members of the government,
all political leaders are not
released.”

In these circumstances the
opposition parties ‘‘are at a
terrific disadvantage,” he said.

Legal Right

—A. B. Vajpayee

Constitution Mr Vajpayee said,
was originally introduced to
protect certain land reforms
laws. But now it is being ex-
panded to introduce such dra-
conian laws like MISA, POMA
and the recent amendment to
the Representation of Peoples
Act in order to shield them
from being challenged as viola-
tive of the Fundamental
Rights™,

The Janta party, he said,
would delete both the right to
property from the Fundamental
Rights chapter as well as the
Ninth Schedule which he des-
cribed “as a package”. Once
the right to property was
deleted, there was no need for
the Ninth Schedule.

Mr Vajpayee denied Mrs
Gandhi’s charge that the Janta
party wanted textile and jute
mills to be closed. He agreed
he wanted its production reserv-
ed for export and added: “The
textile industry is sick; no
amount of money will make it
healthy”.

But it was incorrect to say
that this would lead to ret-
renchment. The Janta party
would ensure that there was
no retrenchment without alter-
native employment,

A Paossible Good Development

Jammu, Fes. 22 : Dr Karan
Singh, union  minister for
Health and Family Planning,
has described the emergence of
the Janta Party as “a possible
good development for the poli-
tical future of the nation.”

However, the new party, he
said, would have to first prove
by its performance in opposi-
tion that it was in fact an inte-
grated political unit and not
merely an  “opportunistic
alliance™.

Addressing a press conference,
he admitted that there might
have been some instances of
harassment in the family plan-
ning programme. This was the
result of over-enthusiasm in
stressing disincentives, while
working out schemes of incen-
tives and disincentives. How-
ever, in the perspective of a
countrywide movement, a few
unfortunate cases of overzea-
lousness should not be allowed
to distort the fact that there had
been remarkable progress in
family planning in the last year.
This, he felt, would have a long-
term benefical impact.

The minister said that up to
the end of January, 75 lakh
sterilisations had been carried
out, asagainst a target of 43
lakh. He said the programme

—Karan Singh

had been undertaken in the
national interest, cven though
the government was aware it
would get them some un-
popularity. Dr Karan Singh
said the family planning pro-
gramme should not be made a
political issue. When asked if
2 move to withdraw disincen-
tives on the eve of the elections,
could not be termed political,
he said he had written on this
subject to chief ministers be-
fore the elections.

He said the government
accepled the view that there
should be no coercion. It advis-
ed the states to emphasise
incentives, more than disincen-
tives. The minister said he was
happy that the Janta party had
also accepted the family plann-
ing programme. He felt thjs
would help evolve a national
consensus on the subject so
that economic gains were not
diluted by an uncontrolled
growth of population. He
said that as part of the
government’s policy not to use
any coercion, the President’s
assent to the Maharashtra
government’s Bill on compul-
sory sterlisation had been with-
held. He said the Bill would
be returned to the state
government for revision, in

principle”.

Mrs Pandit said.

the governor of 2 state; and so on.

No Grievance

NEW DELHI, Feb, 14 : Mrs Vijayalakshmi Pandit toda: expressed
view that the Nehru family had been amply rewarded and c):)mpensated :‘2:
the Zauiﬁces it mafde in the freedom struggle.

t a press conference a correspondent referred to a recent statemen
Mrs Gandhi on the great sacrifices made by the Nehru family for the ﬁa:’é
of the nation and asked what Mrs Pandit thought about it.

She said Jawaharial Nehru was frequently called ‘‘tyagamurti”
of sacrifice). But he resented this. His reply used to be: *“When you do
something because of your inner urge, then it is no sacrifice,
do something that your conscience asks you to do and as a matter of

(image
because you

So when Nehru joined the freedom movement and saw it through, he
never thought he was sacrificing for the country.
“Even if some of us made sacrifices, we have been amply rewarded”,

As for herself she said she had played her role in her own “‘small way”,
But she knew she had been amply rewarded, She had been the head of the
most important world organization; the ambassador *of this great country™;
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consonance with the policy of
motivation and  voluntary
acceptance.

Speaking about his party’s
election prospects, Dr Karan
Singh, who had just completed
a seven-day-tour of his consti-

Congress, Great ‘Destabilizer’

MoGa, FeerUARY 22 @ Mr
Chandra Shekhar, Janta party
leader, said here today that Mrs
Gandhi’s statement that the
Congress alone could provide
stability was not true because
Congressmen themselves desta-
bilized that administration in
many states when opposition
jeaders were in jail.

He told reporters that Mr
Bahuguna was thrown out from
chief ministership ““in spite of
having majority of legislators
with hin. The performance
was more disgraceful in Orissa
and the episode of West Ben-
gal was inno way different”,
he added.

In reply to a question whe-
ther the Jana Sangh would
adopt progressive policies, Mr
Chandra Shekhar said those
who would fail to appreciate
new trend would lag behind.
The need for survival had

tuency, said he felt the Cong-
ress would capture all the three
seats alloted to them in Jammu
and Kashmir. He said he had

found the response very
encouraging  during his
tour.

—Chandra Shekhar

forced the constituents of the
Janta party to adopt progres-
sive policies.

Mr Chandra Shekhar des-
cribed the prime minister’s
20-point programme as a big
hoax to deceive the people.
This programme was never
placed before the AICC and
could not be described as a
national programme, No seri-
ous efforts were made to imple-
ment the promises made during
the 1971 elections.

He said coercion was uscd in
family planning in many states.
He warned the people against
the dictatorial trends of the
prime  minister during the
cmergency.  Democracy was
trampied upon, thousands of
people imprisoned and the
repression surpassed even those
of the British days. He was
sure that the Janta party
would sweep the polls.

Extra-Constitutional Power

New DeLui, February 9 : Mr
C. Rajeswara Rao, general
secretary of the Communist
Party of India, said here today
that his party would work for
a decisive majority for the
democratic forces in the next
month’s elections to the Lok
Sabha.

Releasing the party’s election
manifesto, Mr Rao was at pains
to balance what a reporter had
described as ‘“‘obvious contra-
dictions™ in the party’s posi-
tion with regard to the Con-
gress. There would always be

ELECTION NUMBER

—Rajeswara Rao

contradictions in the Indian
context, he said. The CPI
would have adjustment of seats
with the Congress in West
Bengal, Kerala and some other
states while it had yet to deter-
mine its attitude in UP, Bihar
and Orissa.

The West Bengal adjustment
was attributed to the existence
of a strong democrati> content
in the Congress there; the
chief minister, Mr Siddhartha
Shanker Ray, had stood up
for democratic values. In
Kerala, the CPl and the Con-

gress were partners in  the
government, offering a “‘model”
that could be emulated by
others. In Bihar, UP and
Orissa as long as there were
anti-communists in the con-
gress and there were chief
ministers owing allegiance to
extra-constitutional centres of
power his party could not
think in terms of Bengal-like
adjustments there.

He blamed the prime minister
for having allowed these cen-
tres to develop round the per-
sonality of Mr Sanjay Gandhi.
While acknowledging some
positive gains made by the
country during the emergency
[unlike the CPI(M) to quote
Mr Rao] the CPI leader took
note of the ‘“authoritarian
trends and practices in the con-
duct of the government” which
had begun to grow in its latter
phase.

“There were increasing vio-
lations of the accepted norms
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of democratic standards and
procedures. Persistent efforts
were made to encourage extra-
constitutional methods and
centres of personal power. The
machinery and resources of
the state were recklessly used
to build up a personality who,
has no official status,” he said.

He said there was nothing to
be ashamed of in his party hav-
ing supported the emergency.
They had done their “duty™ to
thwart the separatists, the reac-
tionaries and the imperialists
who were active then. It was
only later when the emergency
began to acquire certain nega-
tive aspects, such as compul-
sory sterilization, demolition of
colonies in Delhi by the DDA
and anti-communism that the
CPI decided to “fight”

The Janta party, according
to him, was the “old grand
alliance in a new garb”. He
described  the Congress for

0
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Democracy as ““a revolt against
extraconstitutional centres of
power”. It wasa democratic
party and he regretted that the
Election Commission had

rejected its request for a sepa-
rate symbol. The CPI(M) and
the Congress (O) were given
separate symbols in similar
circumstances.

PM Advised on Emergency

SRINAGAR ; MARCH 2:— Sheikh
Abdullah told a Press confe-
rence foday that through the
Emergency had been welcomed
by all initially, the excesses
committed in its name subse-
quently had turned popular
wrath against it.

He said he had often plea-
ded with the Prime Minister
and others at the centre to
relax the emergency but “cer-
tain people around the prime
minister did not allow her to
do it”.

No Dictator

Despite these people’s wishes
the prime minister had decided
to go in for elections and this

_showed that she was not a
dictator. She did not hesitate
to go to the people despite the
wishes of her advisers.

Sheikh Abdullah said that all
members of the Nehru family
were brought up in a demo-
cratic atmosphere and it was
not in them to turn dictators.
He himself had be:n in jail
for the longest period under
Nehru. Even so his personal
relations with Nehru had never
been affected and they were
fike two brothers in asingle
family. It was so with Mrs
Gandhi also and he had never
hesitated to tell her when he
differed with her. He had
therefore made no secret of
his reservations over the con-
duct of the emergency and
excesses committed under it.

His administration went
along with the emergency since
it was an all-India affair but it
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—Sheikh Abdullah

had tried to abopt as liberal an
attitude as was possible in its
enforcement in the state,

Sheikh Abdullah rencwed his
appeal to all political parties
not to make Kashmir an elec-
tion issue. He said their aim
should be to consolidate the
status quo in the state. It
would be disastrous for
Kashmir if the political infight-
ing of the type in the rest of
the country was extended to
the state. In the heat of the
elections it must not be for-
gotten that Kashmir had inter-
national implications. Pakistan
had not yet given up its claim
to Kashmir and until it does
so everyone needed to bz on
guard.

It was in this context that he
had deplored the coming to-
gether of elements which had

‘Hotch-Potch’,

Mabras, Fes 25 : The union
finance minister, Mr C.
Subramaniam, today expressed
“surprise’” that the chairman
of the Janta party, Mr Morarji
Desai, had chosen to question
the ‘‘economic  recovery”
witne sed in the country during
the last two years and said
that the unofficial value of the
rupee  during Mr Desai’s
stewardship of the Finance
ministry was only half the
official value.

Giving details of the *“econo-
mic resurgence” witnessed
during the [ast two yearsin a

a vested interest in disturbing
the status quo in Kashmir.
Even ifa party other than
the Congress came to power at
the centre it was imperative
that the state and the centre
functioned with the basic
understanding that Kashmir
was a sensitive state and was
different from other states.
Asked which party, the Con-
gress or the Janata Party,
would b:tter safeguard the
interests of Kashmir, he said
whichever party came to power
it could be expected to devote
the same attention to the state
since no one could afford to play
with the destiny of Kashmir.

There was not only deep un-
derstanding but complete trust
between him and Mrs Gandhi
So long as this trust prevailed
all difficulties in the state could
be faced. He would have pre-
ferred to have had the Assem-
bly elections along with the
parliamentary elections but he
bowed to Mrs Gandhi's wishes
in the matter. She had said
that she had difficulties in
ordering election to the Assem-
bly now and he had realized
her difficulties.

but Welcome

—~—C. Subramaniam

Subramaniam said that some
opposition leaders are at-
tempting to denigrate the
national performance and “‘sap
the country’s  confidence’
merely for securing a small
advantage in the polls. “This
is the real difficulty with our
opposition,” he added.

Describing the Janta party
as a “hotch-potch” combina-
tion, Mr Subramaniam said
that “‘even this is a welcome
feature from the point of view
of [ndian democracy. But un-
fortunately the major partners
inthe Janta party have con-

marathon  90-minute  press flicting approaches. The Jana
conference here today, Mr Sanghhasa completely rightist
446

and fascist approach while the
Socialist party has nothing
but a negative slant in all their
activities, There iS no cohesive
approach at all among the
members of the Jan‘a com-
bine,” he said.

The Finance minister said
that an analysis of the Janta
party manifesto clearly showed
that it was nothing but “con-
tradictions, conflicts and con-
fusion compounded.” He said
it was for the people to choose
if they wanted a stable
administration that can help
the economy forge ahead or a
“‘combination of hotch-potch
parties which had ro common
ideology or programme.”

Mr Subramaniam said that
“it was rather strange that
Mr Desai has  justified the
Janta party alliance with the
DMK. Claiming to be a
Gandhian how can Mr Desai
justify an alliance with a party
which has been found guilty
of graft by a judicial com-
mission, he asked. He said it
was “sheer opportunism” to
align with the DMK. Describ-
ing Mr Desai’s views on the
national language policy as
“fanatical”, Mr Subramaniam
said the Congress had given
a solemn assurance to the non-
Hindi speaking pcople that
English would continue to be
the official language as long as

Promise of Good

Behaviour

AMBALA, Feb. 19: The De-
fence minister, Mr Bansi La} today
expressed regrefs for excesses that
might have been committed by
overzealous officials in implement-
ing the family planning programme,
reports Samachar.

“‘Never in future would any com-
pulsion be allowed to be used for
the purpose”, he said ata public
meeting here launching the Con-
gress election campaign,

“Forgive us for our past mis-
takes and we will be careful in the
future” he said, adding that “‘these
who run the government and serve
the people are apt to commit mis-
takes, but those who do not work
do not make any mistake.”

MARCH 11, 1977

the non-Hindi people wanted
it. ““Can Mr Desai give such a
specific assurance,” he asked.

Criticising Mr Desai for his
statement that the pact with
the Soviet Union was an

A unequal one and would be

rescinded if the Janta party

came to power, the Finance
minister said he was “pained
to read the statement. No
responsible leader would ever
make such a statement. This
itself shows how fit he isto
occupy the chair of the prime
minister.”

Single Stream of Policy

AHMEDABAD, Frs 25 1 A single
parliameatary party of elected
members of the Janta party,
the Congress for Democracy
the DMK and the Akali Dal
will be formed after the March
Lok Sabha clections, Mr Asoka

Mehta told reporters here
today.
While the Congress for

Democracy was likely to merge
in the Janta party, the DMK
and the Akali Dal had convey-
ed their willingness to allow
their elected Lok Sabha repre-
sentatives to join a single
parliamentary party, he said.
The CPI(M) had also extended
support to the Janta party,
he added.

He reacted sharply to the off-
repeated statements of Con-
gress leaders that the Janta
party and its allies were a
“hotch-potch  combination”.
During the past 18 months
most of the leaders of the Janta
party had the opportunity
of being together and “evolving
a single stream of policy.”

Coalition Government

Answering what he called a
hypothetical question, he said
the Janta party would not
hesitate to form a coalition
government  if  necessary.
There was nothing wrong in it.
The Janta party would not,
however, admit any deflector
to its fold to form a govern-
ment, he added.

Mr Mehta did not want to
discuss any names for leadership
of the Janta party in parlia-

BELECTION NUMBER

—Asoka Mehta

ment. This would be the job
of the elected representatives
in parliament, he said.

When told that often the
leader of a party in the elec-
tion campaign was elected lea-
der of the party in parliament
also, he said this might happen
in the case of the Janta party.
But he hastened to add: I
have no right to take away the
right of voters (elected mem-
bers of the Janta party in the
Lok Sabha).

Mr Meha, who will be tour-
ing Gujarat and who has al-
ready toured a number of
states in the past few weeks,

Extension of

New peLni, Feb 24 : Mr Om
Mehta, union minister of
state for Home Affairs, said
today that in the 1967 efections
‘“a number of disparate politi-
cal parties” came to share
power in the states, leading to
instability and administrative
chaos. The 1971 elections
“gave a fitting answer” to
these parties by voting the
Congress back to power in
almost all those states. *The
results of the forthcoming
March elections cannot be
different,” he said in a state-
ment,

He said that “in the 197)
clections, a *Grand Alliance’—
almost identical to the Jaata
party—had been formed to

said that he had noticed two
significant developments. There
was a tremendous awakening
among the people after the
relexation of the emergency
and the voter did not hesi-
tate to disclose that he would
vote for the Janta party,

The second significant factor
was the speed with which the
birth of the Janta party was
koown all over the country.

He discounted the fear that
the prime minister would have
some ‘‘gimmick up her sleeves”’
to stop the elections. On the
other hand his information
was that Mrs Gandhi would
have to worry more about win-
ning her seat from Rae Bareli.
He had noticed that in her
speeches she was not tatking
about the 20 or 25-point pro-
gramme but was more a
“sevika’. “Here was an op-
portunity to talk about the
economic programmes of the
party but she is not doing so,”
he said.

Jana Sangh

defeat the Congress. The
Janta party in 1977 had, as
its ally, a new party, the Con-
gress for Democracy, headed
by Mr Jagjivan Ram. He
quoted Mr Jagjivan Ram as
saying on July 21, 1975, in the
Lok Sabha while moving the
resolution of approval of the
proclamation of emergency:
“During the 1971 election, the
four parties had come together
to form a ‘chowkadi’ (alliance)
with the objective of defeating
the Congress, but what was
the outcome of their combin-
ed efforts is now a part of
history. It is no use going
into details. The country and
world witnessed with astonish-

ment and pleasure that during

447

the 1971 general elections
also the people of India in
spite of their great difficulties,
sufferings and hardships gave
their verdict in favour of the
Congress™.

Mr Mehta said the Janta
party ““is in reality an exten-
sion of the Jana Sangh”. The
Congress for Democracy had
attracted a handful of disgrunt-
led or frustrated Congressmen.
It was inevitable that in a
political organization of the
size of the Congress a few in-
dividuals might defect some-
times.

The CPI-M, the DMK and
the Akalis “have each 2 re-
cord of its own to answer.

Interna) Conflict

The Janta party and its allies
were projecting themselves ag
an alternative to the Congress.
A persual of their election
manifesto would  show their
internal conflicts and diver-
gence, he said. Even within
the Janta party ““we have seen
how on the question of right
1o property its different congti-
tuents are talking in different -
langnages, while the Congress
for Democracy and the CPI-M
have of course, their own sepa-
rate ideas on the subject”.

He said the Congress was
irrevocably committed to land
reforms leading to peasant
ownership—a commitment
which it had fulfilled to a
large extent. “The 42n4
Amendment of the constj-
tution, which the Janta party,
the Congress for Democracy
and some of their other allics
are now criticizing or have
been threatening to repeal js
intended primarily to enatle
the government to  bring
about rapid socio-econom ¢
reforms in the wider intercst
of our people, more especially,
our ruyral masses and other
poorer sections™,
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Promises, Policies & Programmes

Congress Pledges to...

PLEDGING IFSELF to steppingup
its war against poverty, dis-
parity and social injustice, the
Indian National Congress, in
its election manifesto, asserts
that it will work for the pre-
servation and consolidation of
democracy in the country. The
party has reaffirmed its faith
in socialism and secularism and
promises to protect the inter-
ests of minorities and the right
of every community to pursue
its faith and way of life,

On the controversial issue of
family planning, while the
party stresses the importance
of checking the growth of
population, it categorically
states  that ‘there can-
not be and will not be any
compulsion in the family plan-
ning movement. It will be a
voluntary movement and it will
be a people’s movement.”

Untouchability

In a bid to reassuring mem-
bers of the scheduled castes,
the manifesto emphasises that
the Congress will continue to
crusade against the ramnants
of untouchability and work
unremittingly fo  raise the
living standards and social
status of harijans and adivasis.

While workers have becn
assured that the Congress will
not tolerate retrenchment,
lock-outs, closures and lay-ofis,
the party had told the middle
classes in urban areas that it
will give urgent attention to
their problems.

The establishment of a na-
tional housing fund to which
employers and employees will

ELECTION NUMBER

contribute, remunerative prices
for farm produce and resolve
to hold the priceline are some
othzr promises in the ruling
party’s package for the voter.
It will also give a push to land
reforms.

Administrative Reforms

The Congress has promised
that it will carry out major
reforms in administration and
continue to take ruthless steps
to stamp out corruption from
all walks of life. The party
also promises to go in for
major reforms in the education
system,

On the ecoromic front, the
party has promised to make
considerable  investment in
developing power, transport
and communications and to
take effective measures to in-
crease self-emplayment oppor-
tunities.

The Congress will take steps
to stimulate industrial produc-
tion by providing for the full
utilisation of existing capaci-
ties, creation of new ones and
improvement of productivity.

Reforms in cconomic admi-
nistration begua in 1974 will
be carried forward so that the
public sector can play a lead-
ing role in national develop-
ment with higher production
and expanded sazrvices. The
party’s attempt, according to
the manifesto, will be to see
that the benefits of development
go down to the grass-roots
level.

The Congress manifesto pro-
mises to carry forward the
thrust of the fifth Plan projects,

the 20-point programme and
the five-point programme.

The manifesto lists the achi-
evements of the government and
asserts that the 42nd amend-
ment to the Constitution was
made to overcome the various
obstacles put by economic and
political vested interests, and
not for the purpose of increas-
ing the power of the executive
at the expense of the judiciary
or the legislature.

In the field of foreign rela-
tions, the Congress proposes
to continue the policy of non-
alignment, which has kept India
out of military blocs, preserved

a party in the vanguard of
progress, wedded to the cause
of the poor.

A
The Indian National Cong-
ress was the first to question
the right of an alien authority
to rule over India, first to voice
the people’s yearning for liber-
ty, first to launch the struggle
for freedom, first to oppose
communalism and espouse the
ideal of secularism, first to
pledge the nation to demo-
cracy, first to resolve to end
poverty, first to fight for eco-
nomic and social justice, first
to adopt socialism as a nation-
al goal and first to lead the

..Preserve Democracy

her independence and integrity
and has allowed her to judge
international issues on their
merits,

The following is the ful] text
of the Congress maaifesto :

Through every crucial stage
of the hi.tory of India in
the twenticth century and
in each momentous crisis
which the nation has fuced, the
Indian National Congress has
provided great and inspiring
le dership through such i'fust-
rious figures as Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Vallabbhai Patel, Abul Kalam
Azad, Rajendra Prasad and
Subhas Chandra Bose. It has
provided bo!d initiatives and
unflinching dedication and ser-
vice to the people at all times.
The Indian National Congress
has always beena party of the
masses, a party of the people,
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country from backwardness
into the modern age.

Through three decades of
freedom, the Indian National
Congress has stood steadfast
by the idcals that inspired the
liberation struggle and to the
principles that have activated
the Indian revolution. It has
resolutely rebuffed every at-
tempt made, internally and ex-
ternally, to undermine and
undo the great purposes of the
nation. It has squarely faced
the latest desperate attack made
upon the people.  Despite the
continuing threat, Congress,
with undiminished faith in thj.
people, calls upon all citizen
to give it a clear and un~
equivocal mandate to carry the
nation forward unitedly to
peace, progress and prosperity
through democracy, secular-
ism and socialism, safeguard-
ing the integrity of the nation,

i
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The record of the Indian
National Congress in the years
of freedom has been steadily to
enlarge the power of the
people. Democratic institu-
tions have been built and nur-
tured. In the policy and deci-
sion making process the voice
of the people has been made
supreme. Spectacular progress
has been made in agriculture
and industry, in science, educa-
. tion and public health. In many
“areas our scientific and tech-
-nological competence is com-
parable to that of the foremost
industrialised countries. Today
we have the third largest
technical manpower in the
world. Backwardregions have
been opened up and new op-
portunities brought to disabled
sections, especially harijans,
tribals and backward classes
, oppressed by centuries of dis-
[ crimination. We are now in a
| position to launch a successful
lattack on age-long poverty.
India is one of the few count-
ries in the world which has set
up specific and daring social
and economic targets in the
face of unimaginable odds.
Recent months have shown
that the political capacity and
economic strength so built by
the Indian National Congress
can be put to the greatest ad-
. vantage of the people through
self-confident, self-reliant, dis-
ciplined and dedicated func-
tioning.

Congress Ideals

In the 1971 elections, the
. people reiterated their faith
‘in the Congress ideals of
democracy, secularism and
_socialism. The Congress mani-
festo had promised to coatinue
he advance to socialism, to
-subdue the forces of violence
‘and disorder, to safeguard the
interests of the minorities and
weaker  sections, to end
privy purses and other such
privileges to provide the basic
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requirements of the people
speedily through dynamic rural
programmes, to provide new
employment avenues, to en-
large the role and efficiency of
the public sector, to give pro-
per scope to the private sector
to play a national role without
concentration of economic
power, to control prices and
ensure supplies of essential
commodities, to launch a vigo-
rous programme of child wel-
fare, to expand and improve
education and, for these pur-
poses, to amend the constitu-
tion suitlably.

Congress has redeemed these
promises in substantial mea-
sure, thanks to its firm, reso-

lute and farsighted leadership
and the will of the people.
This has been done in the
face of the heavy burden, dis-
location and distraction caused
by the crisis in Bangladesh and
the ensuing war forced upon
the country in 1971, the inter-
national economic crisis since
1971, the severe droughts of
1972 and 1973, and the attem-
pts by the opposition parties to
obstruct and subvert govern-
ment and our democratic
institutions.

Most of the parties which
have now entered into alliances
or adjustments against the

Congress had in 1971 combin-

ed under the name of the grand
alliance.  These parties wed-
ded to communalism, reac-
tion or left extremism had
different and even conflicting
ideologies and programmes,
They united only to oppose the
progressive policies of the
Congress.  Spurned by the
people in the parliamentry elec-
tions of 1971 and the state elec-
tions of 1972; and alarmed and
enraged by the various progres-
sive measures of the govern-

ment, certain opposition parties
took to extra-constitutional
agitation. In 1973 and 1974
these parties, exploiting econo-
mic difficulties and the impact
of global inflation, stirred up
discontent to bring about the
dissolution of elected legisla-
tive assemblies. In the name
of democracy, but in collusion
with anti-social elements, they
sought to negate the working
of democracy. By resorting to
force, duress and brutal viol-
ence, duly elected governments
were not allowed to function.

In this surcharged atmos-
phere, certain opposition lea-
ders went to the length of incit-
ing the armed forces to mutiny

cconomic programmes are
being carried out, namely, the
fifth Plan which envisages an
investment of about Rs 20,000
crores in the last two years of
the Plan, the twenty-point
programme and five-point
programme,

The new economic program-
me has contained and reversed
inflation, an unparalleled achic-
vement in the world. While a
large number of countries are
still struggling with the prob-
lem of inflation, India has suc-
ceeded, through *bold and firm
measures, in combating them,
India is the only country where
the price level today is lower
than it was in October, 1974,

Fight Poverty

and the police and government
oficials to rebel. Forcss of
disintegration were unleashed
and communal passions were
roused threatening the very
unity and integrity of the
country. No government
could have stood by and allow-
ed the country’s stability and
integrity to be so imperilled.

Freedom does not include
the licence to  undermine
national interests. But the aim
of these opposition parties was
to paralyse national activity
and the government itself and
to usurp power by unconstitu-
tional means. The constitution-
makers, envisaging precisely
such internal disorders, had
provided for the declaration of
an emergency under the con-
stitution. No option was left
but to declare an emergency
‘when such a situation did arise,
This timely and necessary
measure was ratified by Parlia-
ment, It saved the Republic
from catastrophe and restored
political stability.

Today with order and disci-
pline restored, dynamic and
mutually reinforcing socio-
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Among the many advantages
of the successful anti-inflation-
ary campaign, one has been to
prevent the erosion of the earn-
ings of the middle class with
fixed incomes. Price rises were
checked through increased pro-
duction resulting from the hard
work of our farmers, industrial
workers and technologists.
Vigorous, stringeat and eflec-
tive fiscal and monetary anti-
inflationary measurcs taken up
by the government contribut-
ed further to controlling prices.
These measures included a
crackdown  on economic
offenders such as black-marke-
teers, profiteers, smugglers and
foreign exchange racketeers.
Congress promises relentlessly
to continue the drive against
such economic offenders.

Last year food production
reached an all-time record of
120 million tonnes, the growth
rate of industrial production
was 5.7 per cent and the gross
national income went up by
more than 6.5 percent., The
current year is expected to sec
a doubling of the rate of in-
dustrial production, There has
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also been a striking improve-
ment in power plant operations
and in production in various
sectors including coal, steel
and fertilizers. We have made
a major breakthrough in find-
ing our own oil. The poten-
tial of Bombay High and ad-
joining areas has been firmly
established and commercial
production has begun, a great
and proud achievement for
our technologists.

Under the twenty-point pro-
gramme we are reorganising
both agrarian and urban eco-
nomies to ensure a higher
growth rate with greater social
justice, Vigorous steps have
been taken to carry out pro-
grammes of land reforms, to

...Protect

distribute house-sites, to liqui-
date rural indebtedness, to
abolish bonded labour, to en-
force minimum wages for agri-
cultural labourers and to ease
the conditions of farm workers.
These programmes will be’pres-
sed forward with even greater
vigour.,

We are maintaining the clo-
sest vigil on prices. We are
taking steps to bring them
down in essential commodi-
ties., The public distribution
system is being strengthened.
We shall further expand pro-
grammes to reinforce the hand-
loom industry and to bring
high quality controlied cloth to
the pcople. We have already
ensured that students get a
larger supply of essential com-
modities at controlled prices in
hostels. Text-books and exer-
cise books are also now more
readily available to students
geaerally. Book banks have
been opened to help the poor-
er students. - This programme
will be greatly expanded.

Conspicuous luxury in build-
ing activities has been curbed
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and housing construction for
the low-income and middle-
income groups is being stimu-
lated. Wherever possible people
living in slums will be rehous-
ed in clean and wholesome
surroundings. A vigorous
drive for slum improvement
will be carried out at the same
time, Congress is committed
to the planned development of
towns and cities. It will enco-
urage the Habitat Movement,
take up a massive programme
for urban renewal and adopt
measures to prevent pollution,
preserve the natural environ-
ment and encourage the con-
servation movement. The
middle classes, particularly

in urban areas have their own

Rights of

difficulties and problems and
Congress will give urgent at-
tention to solve them. Already
they have had income tax
relief, lower priced essential
goods made more easily avail-

able and Dbanking credit
facilities.
The problem in liquidating

poverty is mainly linked with
population growth. It would
be unwise to alfow our plann-
ed development efforts to be
wiped out by a population
explosion. But, the Congress
categorically states that therc
cannot be and will not be any
compulsion in the family
planning movement. It will be
a voluntary movement and it
will be a peopl:’s movement.
The movement can succeed
only by educating and persu-
ading the people, and popu-
larising the benefits of a small
family. This is the main thrust
behind the adoption of the
National Population Policy,
which has been hailed at home
and abroad as a far-sighted and
comprehensive measure.

The Congress has
fy e
27— )

always

attached the highest impor-
tance to removing the social
disabilities of the scheduled
castes and improving their
economic  conditions. The
*Protection of Civil Rights Act
1976  provides enhanced
punishment for preaching and
practising untouchability in
any form. Special steps have
been taken to advance the
interests of harijans in allot-
ting land, hostel facilities, drin-
king water supply, credit and
legal aid. Similarly, special
programmes for scheduled
tribes, sub-plans for tribal
areas, intensive tribal develop-
ment blocks and hili areas
programmes, have been imple-

mented. Congress will conti-

Minorities

nue its crusade against the
ramnants of untouchability and
work unremittingly to raise
the living standard and social
status of scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes. Any discri-
mination is wholly repugnant
to the vision of a free and
equal society bestowed on us

by our leaders Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru.

Women have been in the
forefront of the national strug-
gleand they have held pre-
eminent positions in free India.
Congress is committed to en-
larging the equality of oppor-
tunity for women in all walks
of life, political, educational,
cconomic and cultural, Accor-
dingty, we shall work intensive-
ly to remove every form of
economic and social discrimi-
nation against them and to
end the crippling and outmod-
cd dowry system which brings
untold suffering in its wake.
Congress pledges to ensure
that Indian wogs@¥ enfre;
nity and er’ﬁw at

1

<an ma

tion for building a strong and
prosperous India.

Youth Power

Youth are the single largest
repository of the  nation’s
power. Our programmes have
attracted youth who are enthuy-
siastically participating in
developmental and nation-
building activitics. Congress
will promote all activities which
channel thei- creative and
constructive energy. It will
widen the scope: of the natio-
nal service scheme and sub-
stantially expand programmes
for physical education, games,’
sports and cultural activities
for youth. Congress stands
for a forward looking society
in which the abilities of youth
are encouraged.

The Congress is pledged to
protect the rights of minori-
ties.  1ts commitment to secy-
larism is irrevocable. Respect
for all religions and equal
opportunities for all to pursue
their faith is guaranteed. All
minorities will have the conti-
nued freedom to establish,
manage and run their educa-
tional and other institutions.
Every effort will be made to
prevent discrimination in ser-
vice  recruitment, Congress
will also pay special attention
to the socio economic and
educational problems faced by
Muslims,  Christians, Jz\ins:,
Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsis and
other religious and linguistic
minorities. It will encourage
literary pursuits of the mino-
ritics in their own language. In
this context the development
of Urdu will receive the spe-
cial consideration that it richly
deserves. :

Congress will continue to
give high priority to the growtt
and development of indus-
tries so that India can rapidly
ake its place among the ad-
wed nations of the world

L
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Small Family-Happy Family
Adopt Family Planning

U.P. Agro Helps Bring You Prosperity By...

* Turning Green Revolution into a reality by
supplying improved Agricultural Implements;
Threshers of different H.P. Cultivators, Disc-
harrows & Disc ploughs with imported discs,
Seed-cum-Fertilizer drills (power driven) Grain
Storage Bin; Olpad Threshers and Power Tillers,
Trollies with carrying capacity of 3-5 tons load
are renowned for quality and material used.

* Helping to increase cattle wealth and make the
White Revolution come true by manufacturing
balanced cattle, sheep, poultry and chick feeds
of high quality and nutrition.

* Selling fertilisers and pesticides and also assis-

ting the cultivators to fetch crop loans from
the banks.

* Sell.ing,ins.talling and repairing Pumping Sets
for irrigation purpose.

* Distributing renowned Tractors of foreign make
to the farmers. '

""Ma'nufac'turing spare parts of Zetor tractors
using high carbon steel which are as good as
imported spare parts.

* Selling imported spare parts of Zetor, Rumanian
and T-25 tractors to genuine cuitivators after
ascertaining their need.

* Taking up the revolutionary work of Tractor
Renovation.

* Custom Hiring work of ploughing the land of
cultivators and also threshing their grains. =]

* Harvesting large fields with Combine Harvester
and Reaper Binder.

* Manufacturing quality canned bottled fruits and
vegetable products. Real hot and pure spices,
Tasty Masala; made under hygienic conditions.

* Manufacturing full and half packing cases for
sale of fruits.

* Launching the self-employment scheme for
unemployed agricultural and engineering gra-
duates to assist them achieve economic self-
reliance by financing them to establish Agro
Service Centres.

For further details please contact

Secretary
U.P. State Agro Industrial
Corporation Ltd.,
22-Vidhan Sabha Marg, LUCKNOW
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and reap the fruits of the
scientific and technological re-
volution. Efficient manage-
ment in the economy, specially
in the last two years, has led
to a comfortable balance of

| payment, an exceflent export

performance, a record accumu-
lation of over Rs 2,500 crores
in foreign exchange reserves,
industrial peace, a large reset-
voir of technological and scien-
tific man-power, and busincss
confidence. This has enhanced
the country’s prestige in the
world community. Congress
is determined that the nation
should continue to derive full
benefits from these favourable
factors. To simulate industrial
production, Congress  will
fully utilise existing capacities,
creatc new capacitics and im-
prove productivity, It will
take steps to bring sick mills
which are otherwise viable
back to health. It wilf also try
to introduce modern and
scientific methods of manage-
ment in industrics.

Cardinal Aim

Workers” participation  in
industrics is onc of the cardi-
nal aims of the Congress. We
regard the participation of
workers in the production and
management processe; to be
vital to improved industrial
relations and industrial pro-
ductivity, and will ensure that
such participation is steadily
enlarged. Congress will not
tolerate retrenchments, lock-
outs, closures and lay-offs
which harm the economy or
the nation. It will take all
stcps to preserve the interests
of the working class.

Shortage of housing is a
major problem for workers.
To provide them with suitable
accommodation, Congress will
launch a special national
housing fund to which emp-
loyers and employees will con-
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tribute. Congress  promises
training programmes for dedi-
cated and promising workers
to enable them to move up to
higher responsibilities.
Reform in cconomic ad-
ministration begun in 1974
will be carried forward so that
the public sector can play a
leading role in national deve-
lopment with higher produc-
tion and expanded services.
Small and middle entreprene-
urs will get integrated consult-
ancy, financial and technologi-
cal services to cnable them to
play a more significant role in
the national economy.
Congress is irrevocably com-
mitted to land reforms leading
to peasant ownership. Such

vegetable oils. For all major
agricultural commodities, a
buffer stock mechanism has to
be established to ensure remu-
nerative prices, increased pro-
duction and supply. For this
purpose a Commodity Stabili-
sation Corporation to operatc
in the market for all principal
crops will be taken up.

In the countryside, Con-
gress will see that benefits of
development go down to the
grassroots level by creating
greater employment opportu-
nities. This can only bc done
by increasing production and
productivity in agriculture and
the sectors allied to it. There-
fore, extensive programmes
will be launched for the small

people and particularly to the
villages. We intend to bring
the creators of technology in
closer contact with its users.
Congress also attaches special
importance to applying science
to agriculture, mining, metal-
lurgy, heavy  engineering,
power, chemicals, atomic
energy, space and health, so
that its bencfits are spread
evenly in the community.
Equal emphasis will be given
to basic theoretical work in
science.  The questing spirit of
investigating scientists will find
full scope for creative endea-
vour in India which Con-
gress is building.

Considerable investment
will continue to be made to

... Transter Technology to Villages

reforms are being put through
rapidly in all states. Along
with ownership, small farmers
will need to derive maximum
returns from their lands and
so contribute to national
progress. To enable this, agri-
cultural and rural credit pro-
cedures will be simplified so
that farmers can get easier
credit, supplies and services
without undue difficulty. An
Agricultural Development
Bank of India will be establish-
ed to meet credit requirements
and to coordinate the work of
cooperative institutions, rural
banks, commercial banks in
rural areas, farmers’ service
societics and cxtension agen-
cies.

Remunerative prices are a
major element in the strategy to
raise agricultural productivity.
Government procurement pro-
gramme for wheat and rice
last year played a major role
in preventing a slump in agri-
cultural prices and farm in-
comes. It is necessary to draw
up more effective programmes
to procure raw cotton and

and marginal farmers, rural
artisans, scheduled castes and
scheduled tribes and the back-
ward communities. We shall
also place great stress on pro-
grammes of minor irrigation,
intensive cultivation, command
arca development, improve-
ment of dry land  farming
arcas, soil conservation, assis-
tance to droughtpronc areas,
expansion of poulty, animal
husbandry and fisherics, deve-
lopment of small industries
and rural handicrafts, The
minimum needs programme,
especially for drinking water
and maternal-child  health
services will be expanded. Pro-
vision of fertilisers and improv-
ed seeds will be a major acti-
vity.

Congress will endeavour to
transfer modern technology to
the undeveloped rural sector
and to give preference to such
technology as will help eradi-
cate poverty and reduce the
drudgery to which the rural
population, specially women,
are subjected. Our aim will be
to bring science nearer to the
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strengthen our extensive infra-
structure in - power, transport
and communications. Trans-
port facilities will be expanded
and improved, and more mar-
keting centres sct up. The pub-
lic  construction programme
will  be enlarged. Effective
measures will be  taken sub-
stantially to increase sclf-emp-
loyment opportunities for the
urban unemployed. Facilities
from government and financial
institutions will go to the edu- -
cated unemployed and small
and medium entrepreneurs.

Education, cxpansion  of
health and medical facilities
and the extension of welfare
programmes are of crucial im-
portance to develop our human
resources and  improve  the
quality of the common man's
life.  Congress considers it an
inherent right of the people
to be liberated in mind through
education. Congress will con-
duct a sustained campaign to
spread literary to all citizens to
enlarge their minds and widen
their awareness of the infinite
potentialities of life and our
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glorious cultural and intellec-
tual heritage.

Congress has initiated steps

to reorganise our educational

© system to make it more rele-
vant to our life and economy.

It will also strive to make ita

more potent and dynamic in-

strument to strengthen the

values of secularism and natio-

'nal integration, to imbue the
. scientific temper and to deve-
lop a humane, rational and

self-reliant outlook. The edu-

cation system will be restruc-

tured more fully to develop

the students’ personality and

help them face the challenges

of these rapidly changing

times. Congress is committed

to spreading universal primary

ed. We shall also takeup a
massive programme of farm-
forestry which additionally
provides extensive employ-
ment.

Congress is making changes
in the administrative system
to bring the administrator
closer to the people. Its aim
is to ensure a clean, honest
and people-oriented adminis-
tration. Cangress notes with
satisfaction the efforts made
since the emergency to fight
corruption, and it will conti-
nue to take ruthless steps to
stamp out corruption from all
walks of life.

In terms of the mandate

given by the people, the
Constitution  (Forty-Second)

but in order to ensure that
the broader social and na-
tional good is given priority.
This is also the rationale behind
the introduction of fundamen-
tal duties, In a democratic
society rights and duties are
inextricably intertwined, the
one cannot be viable without
the other. [t was, indeed, this
imbalance of an exclusive
emphasis on rights without a
corresponding commitment to
duties that created a lack of
discipline and respect for na-
tional institutions. The amend-
ment, which reflects the hopes
and aspirations of the nation,
seeks to redress this imbalance

and makes the constitution a
more dynamic instrument of

...Improve Urban Environment

education, and measures for
it will be accelerated. It will
also take steps to develop
vocational and non-formal
education and to improve
college and university educa-
tion. The present examination
system will undergo radical
reforms. Talented students of
the deprived sections of the
pation will be helped to get
the best education. Every
effort will be made to see that
teachers at all levels get their
due recognition and place of
honour, and that their condi-
tions of work are improved.

Closely interlinked with
quality of life is the environ-
ment and ecological balance
which affects both the urban
and rural population. Con-
gress will make strenuous
efforts to promote a cleaner
environment. The planting of
trees is an important factor,
not only to conserve the envi-
ronment but also to control
floods and erosion. Trees
also add to the wealth of the
country. A vigorous campaign
to plant trees will be conduct-
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Amendment Act, 1976 was
passed. Congress emphatically
states that the amendment was
made to overcome the various
obstacles put by economic and
political vested interests, and
not for the purpose of increas-
ing the power of the executive
at the expense of the judiciary
or the legislature. The dignity
and impartiality of the judi-
ciary are a valuable part of our
constitutional structure and
are left intact. The amend-
ment, in fact, reestablishes the
harmony between the legis-
lature, the executive and the
judiciary as was originally
contemplated by the consti-
tution. The supremacy of
Parliament has been affirmed
by the amendment, but as
Parliament is responsible to
the people, the amendment
really reaffirms the sovereignty
of the people and their un-
fettered power to shape their
destiny.

The amendment has affirmed
the primacy of the Directive
Principles, not with a view to
denigrating fundamental rights

social change and national
consolidation. The constitution
embodied the philosophy of
peaceful but dynamic revolu-
tion epitomized by Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.
The forty-second amendment
carries that revolution forward
in the larger interests of the
nation and the vast masses of
our people,

In the field of foreign rela-
tions, Congress will continue
the policy of non-alignment,
which has kept India out of
military blocs, preserved her
independence and integrity and
hs allowed her to judge inter-
national issues on their merits.
This policy, which has been
reaffirmed by the Fifth Summit
of Non-Aligned Countries, has
made a significant contribution
to the cause of world peace,
progress and stability. The
pursuit of this policy has won
new respect for India, and
even long-standing critics of
non-alignment now pay tri-
butes to Jawaharlal Nehru,
the fountain-head and architect
of the policy. Congress be-
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lieves in peaceful coexistence,
respect for the sovereignty of
every nation and non-interfe-
rence in the internal affairs of
other nations. 1t secks the
friendship of all countries,
particularly of India's imme-
diate neighbours, and notes
with satisfaction the recent
success of India’s efforts to
normalise relations with her
neighbours.

New Economic Order

Congress calls for urgent
measures to establish a new
international economic order
based on justice and equality.
The evergrowing gap between
the rich and the poor countries
must be bridged. The inter-
national community  must
ensure the accelerated ccono-
mic growth of developing
countrics. The  developing
countries, on their part, should
also promote greater coopera-
tion among themselves and
strengthen the spirit of collec-
tive self-reliance. Congress re-
jects the doctrine of spheres
of influence and balance of
power. It is opposed to all
forms of colonialism, imperia-
lism, apartheid and racialism.
Consistent with India’s heri-
tage and the values of her {ree-
dom struggle, it re-affirms its
support for the struggle of the
oppressed people in Africa and
elsewhere against colonialism
and racialism. Congress wel-
comes detente and wants it to
be extended to all parts of the
world. Italso calls for the
implementation of the UN
Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace.

The Indian National Con-

gress is committed to a pur. .

pose. That purpose is to con-
solidate the country’s unity,
modernise society without the
loss of the Indian personality,
develop and integrate indus-
try and agriculture with
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modern science and techno-
logy, uplift the masses and
end archaic, hierarchical sys-
tems in which discrimination
and exploitation have become
entrenched. The aim of Con-

ess is to wage war against
poverty, unemployment, igno-
rance, disease and disparity.
Its object is to remove peace-
fully and through the constitu-
tional machinery of the demo-
cratic state everything that
stands in the way of establish-
ing a free, democratic and
_socialist society.

/D
The bogey of “democracy in
peril” has been raised by
those opposition parties who
were frustrated in their at-
tempts to create disorder and
thereby obstruct the fulfilment
of the progressive policies of
Congress. The commitment of
Congress to democracy goes
back to its very inception and
«ts faith in democracy is abso-
lute, irrevocable and unshak-
able. On the other hand, the
people of India know that the
left extremist parties do not
believe in parliamentary demo-
cracy and that the main oppo-
sition on the right draws sus-
tenance and support from
elements whose profession and
practice of undemocratic prin-
ciples are open and manifest.
: Radical Policies
Congress pledges i'se'f to
forge ahead in the service of
the nation. It will never rest on
its laurels. Congress is proud of
the achievements of our great
nation over the last decade
under the inspired leadership
of Mrs Indira Gandhi. The
nation was able to initiite
e radical policy of bank
nationalisation in 1969, to
abolish the privy purses and
princely privileges, to face the
Bangladesh crisis of 1971 with
compassion,  courage and
determination, to give help
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and assistance to millions affec-
ted by the droughts of 1972-73,
to admit Sikkim into the Indian
union, to carry out the peace-
ful and spectacular under-
ground nuclear implosion at
Pokhran in May 1974, to adopt
stern but effective and success-
ful measures to control infla-
tion since the middle of 1974,
to enter the field of space
technology by launching Arya-
bhata in earth orbit in April,
1975, to consolidate the gains
of the emerge:cy that was
declared in June 1975 for
curbing the activities of disrup-
tive and violent elements, to go
forward with the twenty-point
programme and the five-point
programme which brought new

the minorities and the right of
every community to pursue its
faith and way of life;

2. preserve and consolidate
democracy and put an end to
all forms of violence and dis-
order, so that people can live
in peace and harmony;

3. fight poverty, ignorance,
disease and inequality and
build a modern, prosperous,
egalitarian and socialist so-
ciety;

4, abolish all kinds of discri-
mination between one human
being and another and end all
forms of exploitation;

5. develop and modernise
agriculture and allied activities,
expedite integrated rural deve-

11. provide primary educa-
tion to all children and im-
prove the scope of secondary
and higher education, and

12. expand health and medi-
cal facilities and welfarc pro-
grammes for the people.

The motto of the Congress
is: poverty must go, disparity
must diminish and injustice
must end. The Congress renews
its pledge to the people to work
and toil, ceaselessly and with-
out respite, to  build a society
worthy of our great nation and
reflecting the vision of Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru.

The purpose of the elections
must be to provide the nation

...Strengthen Industrial Base

hope and relief to millions, to
finalise the fifth Plan in Sep-
tember 1976, which provides
decisive evidence that the
Indian economy has turned the
corner, to increase production,
improve the economy signifi-
cantly and to make substantial
advances in different fields in
the past Indira decade. Con-
gress is the only party which
can place before the people not
only its programme but also its
performance for scrutiny. It
is the only party which can
give a lead to the country as a
whole. It is the only party
which has brought about and
can continue to bring peaceful
changes for the benefit of the
common man, while maintain-
ing intact the structure of poli-
tical stability and national
integration without which no
progress is possible.

The Congress appeals to the
people to return its candidates
to the Lok Sabha in the 1977
elections with a massive majo-
rity, so that it can:

1. uphold the ideals of secu-
larism, protect the interests of

lopment programmes and bring
about a total rural regenera-
tion;

6. promote the interests of
the small and marginal far-
mers, agricultural  workers,
scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, and backward classes
and communities;

7. strengthen and diversify
the country's industrial base,
enlarge the role of the public
sector, give scope to the pri-
vate sector to play its due role
within the priorities of the
Plan and without bringing
about a concentration of eco-
nomic wealth and power;

8. take up a massive pro-
gramme to expand opportuni-
ties for productive employ-
ment,

9. protect the interests of the
working class and give them
their proper share in manage-
ment and the fruits of their
labour;

10. keep prices in check and
ensure essential commodities
to the people at reasonable
prices;
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with a government at the centre
strong cnough to safeguard
India’s independence and in-
terests in a rapidly changing
world, wise enough to preserve
the legacy of tolerance and
peaceful change, and determin-
ed enough to carry forward
the recent gains so that., with
the self-reliant technological
strength already gained, the
nation can march forward.

In the words of the prime
minister, “*Every election is an
act of faith. Itis an opportu-
nity to cleans: public life of
confusion. So, let us go to the
polls with the resolve to re-
affirm the power of the people
and to uphold the fair name of
India as a land committed to
the path of reconciliation,
peace and prog ess.”

The Indian National Con-
gress alone has the dynamism,
the policy, the programme, the
leadership and the achievement
displayed through ninety one
years of sustained and devoted
service to the people of India.

Congress is the people! Vote
for Congress.
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Janata Party Stands for...

THE FORTHCOMING Lok Sabha
poll constitutes, in the opinion
of? the Janata party, the most
crucial election that the coun-
try has had since indepen-
dence.

The choice before the elec-
torate, the party says, is clear.
“It is a choice between freedom
and slavery; between demo-
cracy and dictatorship; bet-

een abdicating the power of
the people and asserting it;
between the Gandhijan path and
the way that has led many
nations down the precipice of
the dictatorship, instability,
military adventure and national
ruin,”

The party promises “an open
government in a free society”
and assures that it will not
w.isuse the intelligence services
and governmental authority for
personal or partisan ends.

One Entity

The party has described its
manifesto as a “Gandhian
alternative” that assures the
people “both bread and
liberty”.

The party asserts that its
four constituents, namely the
Congress(0), the Jana Sangh,
the Socialist Party and the
Bharatiya Lok Dal, will merge
into one entity after the elec-
tion.

The economic programme of
the party sceks to eliminate
destitution within a decade by
raising every family above the
poverty line.

A national incomes, wages
and prices policy will be
speedily formulated and imple-
mented. While the primacy of
agriculture has been emphasis-
ed, the employment policy of
the party is to aim at moving
people away from the cities to
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the countryside, through fol-
Jowing the path shown by
Mahatma Gandhi. 1In this
context, shift has been favoured
from capital-intensive to em-
ployment-oriented technologies
and development. Land legis-
lation will be honestly imple-
mented. The approach to
planning will be made dynamic,
Special emphasis will be placed
on the production of wage
goods.

The growth of monopolies
and concentration of economic
power in the hands of a few
will be curbed. The party
promises to delete the right to
property from the fundamen-
tal rights and instead affirm
“the right to work™. The pro-

ses in the implementation of
the family planning program-
me.

The foreign policy of the
party, the manifesto says,
would reflect the nation’s en-
lightened interest and aspira-
tions and priority at home. A
constructive and imaginative
foreign policy would be drawn
up and implemented. Defence
preparedness would be fully
maintained.

In regard to minorities, the
Janata party manifes to stresses
that the rights of linguistic
minorities would be fully pro-
tected. The party is pledged
to preserve the secular and the
richly diverse character of the
state. Any discrimination aga-

In fact, many gains of the
emergency have been challenged
by the Janata party.

According to the Janata
party, the record of the last
decade on the economic front
is a record of failure and
stagnation, growing inequali-
ties, continuing Injustice and
widening gap between promise
and fulfilment.

The following is the full text
of the manifesto of the Janata
party:

The forthcoming Lok Sabha
poll constitutes the most crucial
election that the country has
had since independence. The
choice before the electorate is
clear. It is a choice between
freedom and slavery; between

...Gandhian Alternative

perty right, according to the
party, could be enforced only
legally. The party accepts the
principle of bonus as a deferred
wage and will safeguard the
legitimate interests of the
working class. Inflation will
be contained. The prices of
essential commodities will not
be allowed to rise beyond the
capacity of the common man
to pay.

The party proposes to for-
mulate and implement a com-
prehensive and integrated pro-
gramme of social services,
particularly in the fields of
education, housing, health and
social intelligence. Corruption
is proposed to be severely dealt
with,

While the party considers
that family planning is essen-
tial for the country, it is
opposed to the use of force or
compulsion for this purpose.
It proposes to hold an inquiry
into the complaints of exces-

inst minorities—religious, cul-
tural or linguistic—or against
any citizen or groups of citi-
zens would be prevented,
Special plans for the backward
and neglected areas are pro-
posed to be drawn up and
implemented.

Assailing emergency and
dwelling at considerable length
on the last 19-month experience
of the country, the Janata
parcty says. “The emergency
has succeeded only in generat-
ing an atmosphere of fear and
insecurity”. The question be-
fore the electorate, therefore, is
whether whatever might have
been achieved during the past
19 months was achieved be-
cause of the emergency or
whether the price in freedom,
human rights and long-term
cconomic and social destabili-
sation that the country has had
to pay was necessary for, or
commensurate with, whatever
has supposedly been achieved.
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democracy and dictatorship;
between abdicating the power
of the people or asserting jt;
between the Gandhian path
and the way that has led many
nations down the precipice of
dictatorship, instability, mili-
tary adventure, and national
ruin.

Our people are being asked
to make this choice in most
abnormal circumstances. The
emergency that was declared on
June 25, 1975, has not been
withdrawn. The sweeping and
draconian powers with which
the government armed itself,
remain intact.  Fundamental
rights have not been restored.
The citizen has no protection
against arbitrary arrest and
indefinite incarceration. The
courts have been deprived of
vital powers. MISA, with all
its obnoxious provisions, con-
tinues in force, The Preven-
tion of Publication of Objec-
tionable Matters Act has been
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entrenched in the constitution.
The press is not free. Thou-
sands of political workers are
still under detention in different
parts of the country. The
constitution has been amended
and laws fashioned to sanctify
the ruling party’s definition of
a ‘‘committed” judiciary, “a
committed” press and a ‘com-
mitted”  bureaucracy. The
monopolistic control of All
India Radio, Doordarshan and
Samachar, that involuntarily
“nationalised”” news agency, is
being used to convert these
mass media into instruments of
party propaganda and to deny
the opposition fair opportunity
to present its point of view to
the people.

Unequa! Contest

The government has made
this crucial election a grossly
unequal contest in relation to
time, resources and the conti-
nuing application of emergency
provisions. History is replete
with instances where those who
conspire against the rights of
the people attempt to under-
mine freedom by portraying it
as a luxury, dear only to those
who wish to defend property
and privilege. They cleverly
conceal the fact that fun-
damental freedom are weapons
that the oppressed and the poor
need to fight tyranny, exploita-
tion and injustice, vested in-
terests, and opportunist govern-
ments. Bread cannot be juxta-
posed against liberty, The two
are inseparable.

Nightmare of Fear: The
months through which the
country has passed since the
declaration of the so-called
internal emergency have been
a nightmare of fear and humi-
liation, reminiscent of the days
of foreign domination. A
fresh emergency was invoked
after the judgement of the
Allahabad High Court and the
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verdict of the people in Gujarat.
Behind the cover of censorship,
a reign of terror was unleashed
with the massive deployment
of police and para-military
forces. Indiscriminate arrests
became the order of the day.
A pall of fear was thrown
over the country. The rule of
law ceased to exist. The right
of habeas corpus was taken
away. The judicial process was
gravely undermined and the
citizens were placed at the
mercy of the state.

The courts were solemnly
told that while the emergency
lasted, they were powerless to
protect the citizen even if he
should be starved to death or
shot. The concept of equality

...Bread

before law, precious to any
democratic society, was jet-
tisoned, and a constitutional
amendment was sought to be
enacted to confer immunity on
the individual holding the
office of prime minister., The
Representation of the People’s
Act was amended to redefine
corrupt practices and to lege-
lise what was considered and
found corrupt before the emer-
gency. The press was gagged.
Hundreds of printing presses.
were sealed. Papers’ and
journals were compelled to
close down. The academic
world was not left untouched.
Innumerable teachers and
students were arrested. All
democratic rights were whittled
away.

Extra-constitational Power
Centres : Extra-constitutional
centres of power were built up
in the government and permit-
ted to wield enormous official
power without the trammels of
legality or accountability, Con-
summate efforts were made to
destroy the distinction bet-
ween party and state that

charactcrises a
polity.

democratic

Onslaught on Working Class:
The worker found his cheri-
shed and hard-won rights
eroded. Even the tardy in-
crease in hisdearness allowance

was impounded. He was
robbed of his bonus. The
instruments of power were

abused to suppress or subvert
independent trade unions.
Trade union workers were
thrown into jail and attempts
were made to manipulate union
elections and bring these orga-
nisations under the control of
the ruling party. While workers
were denied the right to strike,
employers were left free to
declare lock-outs and to lay off

the cabinet system, the delibe-
rate and consummate scuttling
of democratic processes in the
ruling party, and the concen-
tration of all power in the
hands of a leader who has been
sought to be identified wigh

the nation or even to be placed
above it,

The emergency has succeeded
only in generating an atmos-
phere of fear and insecurity.
The question before the electo-
rate is whether whatever might
have been achieved during the
past 19 months was achieve

because of the emergency or’

whether the price in freedom,
human rights and long-term
economic and social destabili-
sation that the country has had

and Liberty for All

workers with impunity, and
aided to fatten on new con-
cessions and new agreements
with multi-nationals.

Constitution Amended : The
constitution was  amended
to sanctify and institu-
tionalise a total concentration
of power in the hands of one
individual—the prime minister.
The authoritarian trends that
had unfolded themselves over
the past few years were embo-
died in the 42nd Amendment
which was bulldozed through
Parliament. To callitan amend-
ment is a misnomer. It is g
betrayal of the testament of
faith that the founding fathers
bequeathed to the people and
subverts the basic structure
of the 1950 Constitution. It
vitiates the federal principle and
upsets the nice balance between
the people and Parliament,
Parliament and the judiciary,
the judiciary and the execu-
tive, the states and the centre,
the citizen and the government.
It is the culmination of a cons-
piracy to devalue democracy
that started with the erosion of
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to pay was necessary for, or
commensurate with, whatever
has supposedly been achieved®”

“Gains’’ of the Emergency:
The ruling party claims gains
in production on account of
the emergency. Some increases
in production have indeed been
registered after earlier lags on
account of the government’s
own failures. At the same time,
innumerable large and medium
units and thousands of small
units have been shut down
during this same period. Tige
cotton textile, jute and engi-
neering industries are passing
through one of the gravest re-
cessions they have ever ex-
perienced. The steel industry
today produces less than the
target that it was set to achieve
in 1965-66, and even this can-
not be absorbed by the domes-
tic economy because of a crisis
in investment. The governmgat
has itself admitted that ovér
half a million workers were
laid off in the first six months of
the emergency. This large and
cruel figure does not include
the thousands who have been
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retrenched. The number of
those who have been put out
of employment since the emer-
gency exceeds 1.5 million.
Real wages have fallen.

Prices: The ruling party claims
khat the emergency has brought
price down. Its own indices
belie this claim. The final
fifth Plan document notes that
prices started declining from
September, 1974, nine months
before the emergency was pro-
claimed. It says that wholesale
prices declined by seven per
cent between September, 1974,
and March, 1975, thanks lar-
gely to an excellent harvest.
However, in the past eleven
months prices have risen by
12 per cent and are now higher

whose export has led to short-
ages in the domestic market
and a consequential rise in
prices. In the name of adopt-
ing a strategy of export-led
growth, we are in danger of
scuttling the perspective of
development that flows from
the Gandhian ideals that we
cherish. If we do not encourage
the production of wage goods
that our people need and,
instead, allow Indian and inter-
national industrial interests to
get together and give priority
to the production of capital-
intensive export goods that the
advanced countries fancy, the
masses must suffer and un-
employment will mount.

Hungry Millions : A buffer

that the emergency has given a
boost to the drive for family
planning. In fact, a distinct
disservice has been done to this
national cause by abandoning
methods of persuasion and
education and by invoking
coercive force and compulsion.
Panic and anger have culminat-
ed in resort to firing and terror.
Thousands of government
employees and teachers have
been denied their emoluments
or other benefits for months
for failure to deliver prescribed
‘sterilization quotas’. In many
states, ration cards and permits
of various kinds are issued only
to those who have undergone

sterilization, Unsuspecting and
ineligible persons have been

...Eliminating Destitution

than they were before the
emergency. The retail price
index has not been released
since August, 1976. The recent
increase in the prices of com-
modities, like sugar, cotton
and oilseeds, all of which affect
the common man directly, has
been the result of speculation.
Wwhy has the government
failed to deal with those specu-
Jators and hoarders in spite of
the unlimited powers in its
armoury ?

Export-led  Growth : The
ruling party claims that the
emergency has led to an in-
crease in exports and foreign
exchange reserves. Today,
higher exports in many fields
like steel, cement and alumi-
nium are a symptom of the
deep recession in our own
country, or the result of a deli-
berate attempt to promote
gxports at the cost of domestic
consumption. This is all the
more  distressing  when  we
observe that some of the com-
modities exported have bcen
sold at a loss while others, like
sugar, are daily necessities
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stock of foodgrains is essential.
However, the fact is that 17
million tonnes of grain are
currently being held in reserve
while millions of Indians go
hungry for lack of employment
and purchasing power. Some
of this grain should obviously
have been utilised for providing
mass employment under imagi-
natively conceived food-for-
work schemes.

Smuggling and Tax Evasion :
The ruling party claims that
the emergency has cnabled it to
check smuggling and other
economic offences. The claim
is fallacious. Anti-smuggling
and other measures were
belatedly adopted by the
government six months before
the emergency was proclaimed
in the wake of a public outcry
for stern action. In fact,
smugglers, black-marketeers,
tax dodgers and foreign
exchange racketeers were long
permitted to buy immunity
through contributions to the
coffers of the ruling party.

Compulsory Family Planning :
The government again claims

herded and forcibly taken to
sterilization camps. Human
dignity has been set at naught
by those indefensible actions.
The Janata party will institute
an inquiry into allegations of
excesses.

Jhuggis Demolished : The
callous manner in which jhuggi

colonies and pucca buildings
in other areas have been
razed to the ground in

Delhi and elsewhere follow the
same arrogant and coercive
pattern. New ghettoes of the
poor have been built to relo-
cate these unfortunate people
on the periphery of metropoli-
tan centres. These are scarcely
better than planned slums and
have divorced large populations
from the economic activities in
which they were engaged.
Rising Corruption : It is
claimed by the ruling party
that the emergency has enabled

it to root out corruption. The
expericnce  of the common
citizen is  otherwise. The

assumption of arbitrary power
by the government and its
delegation even to  petty
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officials in the different fields
of administration has led to a
vast increase in corruption.
Today any minion of the
government can threaten the
use of the absolute powers that
he enjoys or imagines he enjoys
under the emergency to black-
mail or extort ransoms or
bribes from the poor citizens
who has no means of redress.

Extortions

The emergency has in fact
exposed the common man to
the extortions of policemen,
petty officers and ruling party |
militants.
gence and enforcement agencies .
have been grossly misused in

many instances for political and

partisan ends.

The revenue intelli-

Stagnant Economy : The eco-

nomy has stagnated.
average, per capita
has grown by less than one

income |

On an .

per cent per annum. The per !

capita availability of essential
goods like pulses, cloth and
foodgrains has been stationary
and, in certain cases,
actually fallen. The rate of net
investment has not risen above

the level obtaining in the early

1960s, Current steel produc-

tion is less than the target set

in the third Plan. The current

output of coalis no more than

the target for 1965-66. Food-

grain production has touched

118 million tonnes. But cven

this is 11 million tonnes less

than the fourth Plan targets.

Over 68 per cent of the people
are today below the poverty
line, 28 per cent more than a
quarter century age.

Indices of Failure : Illiteracy,
unemployment and rural pau-

perisation  have  increased.
There are 11 million unemp-
loyed on the live-register

today most of whom belong to
the category of educated un-
employed. Only a fraction of
the unemployed register and
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» Plan.

total unemployment is known
to be several times higher. An
increasing number of industries
has gone ‘sick’ and official
policy has created a vested
interest in sickness.  Bank-
#ng has been politicised and
threatens to placc the entire
credit structure in jeopardy.
Investment, whether public or
private, has notrevived. The
final “version” of the fifth five-
year Plan, despite increased
financial outlays, constitutes a
smaller Plan in real terms and
targets than the earlier draft
With one or two excep-
tions, such as oil, all critical
targets, whether in respect of
agriculture, indu.try or the
social services, have been scaled
down. The minimum needs
programme, once said to be the
hallmark of the fifth Plan, has
been decimated.

The record of the last decade

., has, thus, been a record of

* failure and stagnation, growing
inequalities, continuing in-
justice and a widening gap
between promise and fulfilment.
There has been alienation, dis-
enchantment and cynicism.

Recal Reasons

Against this background, it
is easy to see that the real
reasons that prompted the

oruling  party to invoke the
emergency were the need to
cover up the hollowness of its
programme of “garibi hatao”,
mask its retreat from planning
and a genuinely socialist ideo-
logy, and move towards the
assumption of absolute power.

Emergence of Janata Party :
It is in response to this situa-
tion—in order to defend the
#people’s democratic rights and
livelihood—that  the Janata
party has come into being. It
is not a mere alliance of partics
but a new national party to
which the Congress(O), the
Bharatiya Lok Dal, the Jana
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Sat gh, the Socialist Party, In-
dependent Congressmen and
many others stand firmly com-
mitted. This manifesto is a
solemn reaffirmation of that
common resolve.

The party acknowledges with
pride and humility the heroism
of tens of thousands of un-
known Indians, men, women
and children, in every part of
the country and in all walks of
life who have kept aloft the
banner of freedom during the
emergency. [t salutes the
martyrs who have fallen or
suffered in the struggle and
pledges that these sacrifices
shall not go in vain.

Gandhian Values : The trau-
matic  experience of  the

initiative and participation in
development and administra-
tion. The fundamental frce-
doms of speech, association
and expression, judicial inde-
pendence, and equality before
law are absolutely essential if
people are to retain demo-
cratic control over the exercise
of power.

Public workers and public
servants should maintain the
highest standards of probity
and integrity, and set an exam-
ple of simplicity and selfless
service. They should conduct
themselves as true servants
of the people, and not as
masters or rulers. Self-restraint
and the rulec of law are the
source of social discipline.

down as much as level up and
redistribute incomes and wealth
to build a just society in which
austerity and sharing will re-
place, pomp, ostentatious con-
sumption and waste.

Devolution and Particigation:
Government of and by the
people can have no meaning
without the widest possible
popular participation at all
levels. The Janata party will
work for such devolution and
decentralisation of power as is
necessary for the attainment
of these objectives. 1t will
attempt to evolve a national
consensus on the desirability
of smaller districts and smaller
development blocks so as to
encourage democratic  parti-

...An Independent Judiciary

emergency has been a great
cye-opener. We have had a
taste of what happens when
democracy is eclipsed. The
time has come to examine
whether we have not strayed
from the path that we walked
when we fought for indepen-
dence; whether we have
adhered to the ends and means
that Gandhiji placed before us,
and the values which led us to
independence and brought thc
masses into their own.

The Janata party is dedicated
to the values and ideals of
Gandhiji. It is dedicated to
the task of building up a
democratic and socialist state
in Indiy, drawing inspiration
from our rich heritage and the
noble traditions of our struggle
for independence and freedom.

A high degree of centralisa-
tion or the concentration of
power is inconsistent with
democracy. The party, t"cre-
fore, believes in a polity that
ensures  decentralisation of
economic and political power.

This is essential for the
maximisation of individual

An independent judiciary is
the shield of the citizen against
attacks from fellow citizens,
employers or the statc itsclf.
If all clse fails, the ultimate
guarantee of democracy and
the final safeguard against
e ploitation and abuse of
power is satyagraha or peace-
ful, non-violent resistancce.

The party affirms the right
of peaceful and democratic
dissent. It believes that funda-
mental freedoms are not only
compatible with but necc:sary
for real economic freedom and
progress, and for the elimina-
tion of exploitation. The test
of progress towards socialism
and democracy lies in the
life of the poorest and the
lowest strata of society, and
the extent to which equality
of opportunity becomes real
and discrimination and c¢x-
ploitation cease. The party,
thercfore, will orient its plan-
ning to these objectives and
give priority to the task of
raising the living standards
and status of the poorest and
weakest sections. It will level
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cipation and sound economic
management, and micro-plan-
ning from below. Panchayat
institutions and municipalities
wil be revitalised and vested
with larger powers and respon-
sibility so that they may play
their true role as basic organs
of popular government. initia-
tive and planning. Regular
and periodic elections to these
bodics will be statutorily
guaranteed.

Political Charter : As a party
wedded  to the ideals of
freedom and democracy, it
belicves that fearlessness s
of the essence. It will,
thercfore, take immediate steps
to free the peopl: from the
bondage of fear. It will restore
to the citizen his fundamental
freedoms and to the judiciary
its rightful role,

To generate fearlessness and
to revive democracy, the Janata
party will:

(1) Lift the emergency;

(2) Restore the fundamental
freedoms that have been sus.
pended by Presidential Order;

(3) Repeal MISA, release al]
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political detenus, and review
all other unjust laws;

(4) Enact laws to ensure that
no political or social organisa-
tion is banned without inde-
pendent judicial enquiry;

(5) Seek to rescind the 42nd
Amendment;

(6) Amend Article 352 of
the constitution to prevent its
abuse in the interest of an
individual or group;

(7) Move to amend Article
356 to ensure that the power
to impose President’s rule in
the states is not misused to
benefit the ruling party or any
favoured faction within it;

(8) Introduce electoral re-
forms after a careful consi-

of the press by repealing the
Prevention of Publication of
Objectionable Matters Act,
and restore the immunity that
the Press previously enjoyed in
reporling legislative proceed-
ings;

(16) Ensure that All-India
Radio, Doordarshan, and the
Films Division are converted
into genuinely autonomous
bodies and are politically
objective and free from govern-
mental interference;

(17) Ensure that news agen-
cies are completely indepen-
dent of the government and
are not given the right to
monopoly;

(18) Delete property from
the list of fundamental rights

the establishment of an econo-
my in which agriculture and
cottage and small industries
have primacy, and are not
sacrificed to the big machine
and the big city. Modernisa-
tion of industry must be based
o1improved technology. But
the only way to steer clear
of the evils of capitalism and
state capitalism and to ensure
full employment and the de-
cenfralisation of economic
power is to follow the
Gandhian precept that what-
ever can be produced efficiently
by decentralised industry
should be so produced. There
is room for heavy and large-

scale industry, but only where
it is not possible to organise

...Repeal of Recent Amendments

deration of suggestions made
by various committees includ-
ing the Tarkunde Committee
and in particular consider pro-
posals for recall of errant legis-
lators and for reducing elec-
tion costs;

(9) Repeal the amendment
to the Representation of the
People’s Act which redefines
corrupt practices and places
electoral offences by certain
individuals beyond the scrutiny
of the courts;

(10) Re-establish the rule of
law;

(11) Restore the authority of
the judiciary and safeguard
the independence and integ-
rity of the bar;

(12) Ensure that all indivi-
duals, including those who
hold high office, are equal
before law;

13) Assure the right to peace-
ful and non-violent protest:

(14) Abolish censorship and
end all harassment to news-
papers, journals, publishers
and printing presses;

(15) Safeguard the freedom
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and instead, affirm the right
to work;

(19) Ensure that government
employees are not victimised,
are freed of political pressure,
and are not compelled to exe-
cute ille:al orders and unlawful
actions. Their right to access
to courts will be restored.

A New Economic Charter :
Social justice is not an abs-
tract concept indicating good
intentions, but is a basic philo-
sophy which must be trans-
lated into action and lead to
the welfare of the masses on
the principle of equality and
prosperity for all. There can-
not be two societies, rich and
poor, in which the latter cate-
gory is made to subserve the
goals of elitism, consumerism
and urbanism. The Gandhian
values of ‘‘antyodya” and
austerity must be accepted and
implemented if the vicious
circle of the poor becoming
poorer and the rich richer is to
be broken. Hence the Janata
party affirms the right to work.
This can become a realisable
ideal only if we move towards

such production satisfactorily
in the cottage and small-scale
sector. This spirit must inform
the nation’s economic policy.

Delete Property as Funda-
mental Right : The government
has time and again resorted to
the plea that fundamental rig-
hts and judicial processes have
had to be curtailed in order to
protect and further progressive
sccial and economic measures
and to preveat vested interests
from thwarting them by resort
to the courts. This is totally
fallacious. Indeed, an official
task force set up by the Plan-
ing Commission reported in
1974 that land reform measures
had not been implemented
because of a clear lack of poli-
tical will,

In order to remove this
specious alibi once and for all,
the Janata party will move to
delete property from the
fundamental rights chapter of
the constitut'on, leaving it as
an ordinary statutory right like
any other which may be en-
forced in a court of law. As
a corollary to this, it will also
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delete the Ninth Schedulc to
the constitution which was
originally intended to protect
vulnerable land legislation but
which has increasingly come
to be employed to entrench
such repressive and unjust lawsg
as MISA, the Prevention of
Publication of Objectionable
Matters Act, and the recent
amendment to the Represen-
tation of the People’s Act.

Right to Work

End Destitution in 10 Years :
The Janata party believes
that it is possible to eliminate
destitution within a decade by
raising every family above the
poverty linc. To this end, it will
base its planning and policies
on the directive principles of
the constitution and particu-
larly article 41 which lays down
that *‘The state shall within the
limits of its economic capacity
and development, make effec- .
tive provision for securing the
right to work, to education,
and to public assistance in
cases of unemployment, old
age, sickness and disablement,
and in other cases of unde-
served want.”

Full Employment Strategy :
It will attempt to achieve
this objective through appro-
priate economic policies that
promote self-employment and
provide employment, educa-
tion and social services to every
citizen. It regards employment
as a basic instrument [rather
than as a distant objective of
development and social justice.

The country’s growing popu-
lation is both the consequence
and cause of its poverty. Yet
we cannot forget that people
are our wealth. It is estimateq,
that the country will have a
population of over 900 milljon
by the year 2000 A.D. 125
million people will be added
to the labour force in the next
25 years. These new entrants
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cannot be absorbed in the cities
which  have alrcady become
vast camping sites for migrants
from rural areas who are being
squeezed off the land and
from other traditional occupa-
tions. Cities have their place.
But if rural India cannot
provide economic opportunity
and creative outlets for the
growing  masses in  the
countryside, we will be forced
along the capital-intensive,
urban-oriented and centralized
path of development followed
in the west. Gandhiji warned
us against the danger and
futility of attempting to borrow
or transplant the western
system of industrialisation
without adapting it to the
conditions and requirements
of our country.

The experience of the past
three decades has only under-
lined the relevance and validity
of the values that Gandhiji
placed before us. A quarter
century of planning under the
leadership of the ruling party
has failed adequately to pro-
vide the mass of the people
with any one of six basic neces-
sities of life—food, safe drink-
ing water, clothing, housing,
education and health care,

Reorient Planning

The Janata party will, there-
fore, re-oricnt planning goals
and priorities to adopt a pat-
tern of development based on
an appropriate technology that
answers our need to find full
employment and a better life
for our peopleand to steer clear
of the evils of capitalist or
totalitarian  industrialisation.
There must be safeguards aga-
inst pollution and environ-
mental degradation and an
accent on conservation and the
exploitation of  renewable
resources and recycling prin-
ciples.

Primacy of Agricalture : In
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the economic sphere the Janata
party will accord primacy
to agriculture and rural recon-
struction which must constitute
the base of our development
and planning. The relative
neglect of the rural sector has
created a dangerous imbalance
in the economy. The farmer
has been consistently denied
reasonable and fair prices for
what he produces. Allocations
for agriculture and related
development have been grossly
inadequate and the need for
improving conditions in the
villages has received scarce
altention, Typically, as many
as 116 000 villages do not have
even the most clementary faci-
lities for drinking water.

The paucity of farm incomes

..Implementing Agrarian Reforms

and rural employment has led
to tardy capital formation in
the village sector. The Janata
party will not only check
growing  disparities between
town and country but pledges
itself to initiate a comprehen-
sive new village movement and
rural growthcentres. The farmer
must get remuncrative prices
bascd on a principle of parity
that balances the prices at which
he sells his produce and the
price he pays for the goods he
buys. If the rural sector is to
grow and flourish, it must be
accorded favourable terms of
trade as a matter of overall
national policy. The farmer
must be assured of inputs at
reasonable prices. The agricul-
tural sector must be provid-
ed with infrastructure facilities
for extension, irrigation, land
and water development, credit,
processing, and marketing and
also related technical and
maintenance service,

Agrarian Reform : The party
is committed to agrarian
reforms  covering  tenurial
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relationships, ownerships and
consolidation of holdings. The
party notes that owing to the
tardy and insincere implemen-
tation of land ceiling legisla-
tion, the available surplus
land declared, much less
distributed, has been pitifully
small, The party  will
honestly implement land legis-
lation, provide machinery for
scrutinising fraudulent trans-
fers and dispossession an1 plug
such Ioopholes as have come
to light. Landlordism will be
abolished. Surplus lands and
other reclaimed lands will be
distributed among the landless,
particularly harijans and adi-

vasis, They will also be pro-

vided the wherewhithal effec-
tively to cultivate their hold-

ings. Once these reforms
have been effectively imple-
mented, the party will make
surc that uncertainty about
frequent changes does not
affect production or create
instability in the agricultural
sector.

Intergrated rural develop-
ment demands a dynamic
approach. Agriculture itself
must be made more productive
through proper land and water
conservation and utilisation,
agrarian reforms, mixed farm-
ing, animal husbandry, aqua-
culture, and the organization
of agro and rural-based indus-
tries. Facilities should be avai-
lable in the countryside for the
processing  of  agricultural
produce. Dairying has a great
future based on the wealth of
Indian cattle which can be
upgraded. The Janata party
believes that these objectives
cannot be realised without an
adequate increase in the allo-
cation of funds to the agricul-
tural sector. Rural resources,
whether  mobilised  through

banks or otherwise, should be
reinvested in rural develop-
ment.

The Janata party will exempt
holdings below 2.5 hectares
from payment of land revenue.
Care will be taken to see that
this does not in any way impair
their titles to the land by uni-
versalising the issue of pass-
books to farmers. Recent in-
creases in land revenue in some
states have raised the incidence
of this levy by as much as
five times. These increasc will
be reviewed.

Traditional rural artisans
like blacksmiths, carpenters,
weavers, leather workers and
potters constitute a vast reposi
tory of skills and potential fo
increased production and addid

tional employment. Recourse
to modern technology and
management are necessary to
improve their tools, skills and
market potential and provid
a wider functional range for
their products.

Stress on Wage Goods: The
Janata party belicves that the
time has come for a fresh]
look at the pattern and pers+
pective of industrialisation.
Our twin objectives must be to
produce the wage goods neces-
sary for mass consumption an
to choose a pattern of indus-|
trialisation that will provide!
full employment to our people.
Without adequate emphasis on
the production of mass con-
sumption goods we will not be
able to hold back inflation,
ensure the mininmum needs of]
the population, and secure a
base from which further deve-
lopment can be launched. It is
mistaken to succumb to the
lure of western models.

Appropriate  Technology for
Swadeshi : The Janata party
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Good news! LIC announces a

5 to 40% reduction.

Besides meeting increasing liability
year after year you get—

1. Jax exemption—premiums
under LIC’s Schemes are treated as
normal business expenditure.

2. Expert actuarial and legal
guidance—on the highly complex
job of gratuity funding.

3. Competitive rates—to match
any private trust fund. And possibly
more yield

B\ fife Jnsurance

/premiums under LIC's
Group Gratuity Scheme.

4. Liberal death gratuity benefit for

employees—whatever be the length
of service.

5. Improved staff morale—a feeling
of confidence and security that
insurance alone can give.

For full particulars contact any of
our Divisional Offices/Regional
Offices (G & S)

The Payment of Gratuity Act
1972 is applicable to all institutions
which have 10 or more employees and
are governed by the Shops and Estab-
lishments Act. It makes gratuity payment
obligatory to employees getting salary
not exceeding Rs. 1,000 per month.

wwwt/ Corporation of Judia

daCunha/LIC/39
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wants the benefits of scicnce
and technology to reach all our
people. It is not opposed to ad-
vanced technology but it firmly
believes this can be harnes-
sed to our needs only if we em-
ploy appropriate technology—
simple or sophisticated—that
is compatible with the environ-
ment and, while maximising
employment, will yield opti-
mum socio-economic benefits in
the circumstances that prevail
in cur country. The party will,
therefore, review industrial and
locational policies to derive
the fullest advantage from the
choice of appropriate techno-
logy in different sectors.
Appropriate technology is a

cial and credit institutions ear-
mark 20-25 per cent of their
credit for projects and purposes
designed to benefit that large

segment of our population
presently living below the
poverty line. This must be

over and above the allocation
for agriculture.

While economic and indus-
trial self-reliance must remain
our goal, we must guard against
the growth of monopoly and
concentration of economic
power. The Monopolies Com-
mission has been allowed to
become moribund in order to
benefit monopoly capital and
attract multinationals. The

and prices policy based on the

following principles :

(i) A fair wage must be the
minimum wage,

(i) Workers must derive
proportional  benefits  from
increases in productivity;

(iii) The party accepts the
principle of bonus as a deferred
wage. It will safeguard the
legitimate interests of the work-
ing class with due regard to
sharing the gains of increased
productivity;

(iv) An incomes, wages and
prices policy must ensure that
income disparities are reduced.
Steps will be taken to see that

...Sateguarding Workers’ Interest

means of promoting individual
and community self-reliance
through a swadeshi movement.

Demarcated Areas of Pro-
duction : Such an approach
will prevent the growth
of monopolies and the
concentration of economic
power, increase production,
reduce the problems of urban
conglomerations, take industry
and employment to smaller
towns and the rural areas, and
create modern mini-industries
in the textile, sugar, paper,
dairy, cement, pottery and
other sectors, There must be
a shift from capital-intensive
to employment-oriented tech-
nologies which are conducive
to decentralised operation on
low energy system. Such a
policy will also have its impli-
cations in the field of credit
and marketing. Appropriate
measures will have to be taken
to demarcate areas of differ-
ential technology and to pro-
vide for statutory reservations
of spheres of production for
small scale and cottage indus-
tries.

The party will see that finan-
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Janata party will correct this
trend.

Incomes, Wages and Prices
Policy : The Janata party
believes that economic policies
should subserve the interests
of workers in the agricultural
and industrial sectors. It will
accordingly affirm the rights of
workers and trade unions. The
party will introduce legislation
to assure minimum wages for
all categories of workers. Such
minimum wages should be
sufficient for the maintenance
of the worker and his family.

While it believes that the
erosion in real wages caused by
fluctuations in prices and the
values of money should be
neutralised by dearness
allowance, the party realises
that one answer to the difficul-
ties experienced in this field
lies in the formulation and
implementation of an equitable
national incomes and wages
policy on which the ruling
party has singularly failed. The
Janata party will lose no time
in formulating and implement-
ing a national incomes, wages

minimum intomes rise rapidly
so that the difference between
the minima and maxima
income, after tax, is reduced to
1:20. Tt will strive progressively
further to reduce this differen-
tial to 1:10 within a decade by
a policy of income redistribu-
tion that raises floor levels and
discourages bloated incomes.

(v) The prices of essential
commodities will not be
allowed to rise beyond the
capacity of the common man to
pay. Therefore, as long as
shortages persist, a well orga-
nised public distribution system
is absolutely necessary, coupled
with a consumer movement to
maintain vigilance over prices
and quality.

(vi) Consistent with the
Gandhian attitude to labour
and industry, the Janata party
believes that workers must be
treated as partners in industry.
They mus' not only receive
adequate wages and bonus, but
also be enabled to participate in
management and equity. To
attain these objectives, repre-
sentatives of the workers will
be provided with opportunities
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for training in managerial skills
and provision will be made to
ensure that specific quotas of
new equity will be set apart for
workers.

Taxation : The burden of
taxation today falls heavily
on the common man because
of the level of a number of
excise duties and sales tax
on articles of mass consump-
tion. The incidence of indirect
taxation on the poorer sec-
tions has increased many‘
times since independence, The
operation of sales tax has
also led to malpractices and
harassment. The Janata party
considers it desirable t> replace
sales tax with appropriate excise
duties coupled with a formula
which would ensure that the
states derive steadily increasing
shares from the total collections
thus maintaining the element of
elasticity that is today being
provided by sales t3x. The
party will work towards a re-
distributive tax policy and will
strongly encourage savings. As
far as direct taxation is con-
cerncd, it will rajse the mini-
mum - exemption limit for
1mcome tax to Rs 10,000,

Energy and Transport

The Janata Party attaches
the highest importance to the
development of cheap, alterna-
tive sources of energy and mass,
transport facilitics. 1t will give
high priority in working out
schemes for the utilisation of
solar energy, wind and tidal
power, bio-gas and other non-
conventional sources of cnergy,
and synthesize these in a
national energy policy. This is
necessary to promote a decent-
ralised and labour-intensive

cconomy and the goal of
Swadeshi.

National Water Policy : A
national water policy and

priorities for the use of water
with water-budgeting and water-
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audit are essential. The party
will establish river basin com-
missions for the integrated deve-
lopment of watersheds, to pro-
vide protection from recurrent
cataclysmic floods and erosion,
and to utilize fully the potential
for ground water, surface irriga-
tion, hydro-electricity, naviga-
tion and pisiculture.

Basic Need

Drinking water is a basic
need. The party will formulate
and execute a programme to
provide every hamlet and
|village with an assured water
supply within five to seven
years.

The Janata party’s economic
programme envisages:

1. Deletion of property as a
fundamental right;

2. Affirmation of the right
to work and a full employment
strategy;

3. Stress on  Gandhian
values of austerity, ‘Antyodya’
and a decentralised economy;

4, An end to destitution
within ten years;

5. Appropriate technology
for self-reliance ;

6. New planning priorities;
notably, the primacy of agri-
culture; agrarian reforms and
more favourable terms of trade
'and higher allocations for the
'rural sector;

7. Narrowing down of rural-
urban disparities and a new
rural-urban nexus;

8. Empbhasis on wage goods
production for mass consump-
tion;

9. Statutory reszrvation of
spheres of production for small-
scale and cottage industries;

10. An incomes, wages and
prices policy; raising the mini-
mum tax exemption limit to
Rs 10,000 and exemption of
land revenue at all holdings
below 2.5 hectares;
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11. Redistributive taxation
and excise in lieu of sales tax;

12. Formulation of a
national water policy and a
national energy policy.

13. Environmental care.

Social Policy : The party
is conscious of the crucial
role that social policy and
social services have to play
in raising living standards. It
will formulate and implement a
comprehensive and integrated
programme of social services,
particularly in the fields of
education, health, housing and
social insurance.

Population Plauning : The
Janata party fully accepts the
vital need for family plan-

direction and degree of develop-
ment. The party will take steps
to see that education up to the
middle level is provided to all
within the next 12 years or
less. The present system of
education must be reformed to
allow for non-formal, multi-
point entry, continuing, and
formal education with part
time and locally available non-
professional teachers wherever
necessary. The content of
education must be functional
and related to the lives of the
people and the environment in
which it is imparted. It must
be related to the perspective of
social needs. The concept of
the dignity of labour must be
inculcated  through  work-

This has resulted in unhealthy
trends and in the multiplica-
tion of unemployed educated
youth in urban areas on the
one hand and extreme short-
ages of trained professional
personnel in the rural areas on
the other. To remove this
anomaly, the Janata party ad-
vocates short courses without
sacrificing standards, improve-
ments in the curriculum, and
other corrective measures.
The party will develop the
people’s languages and utilise
them progressively in higher
education, administration and
the courts. It will faithfully
implement the three-language
formula. The rights of linguis-
tic minorities will be protected.

...Retorming Education System

ning as a means of individual
and national development and
well being, But it does not
believe that a programme of
this kind should be tarnished
and brutalised by the use of
force or compulsion of any
kind. The coercive methods
employed in the recent past
constitute a gross violation of
human rights and dignity and
are in fact counter-produc-
tive.

The party will set up a com-
mittee to look into complaints
of excesses in this regard. The
party sees family planning as an
integral part of a larger popu-
lation policy package compre-
hending education, health,
maternity and child care, family
welfare and women’s rights,
nutrition, employment and
rising living standards. To
isolate  family planning is
foolish and futile,

The Janata garty attaches
the highest importance to the
development and enrichment of
our vast human potential.
Investment in man is a critical
factor that determines the

experience. Education m-st
imbue the country’s youth with
the moral and social values
and the skills that we wish to
develop. Opportunities must
bz provided for earning-while-
learning at all levels. The range
of scholarships must be extend-
ed for deserving students and
educational grants given to
families belonging to the
scheduled castes and tribes,

Eoding Iltiteracy : The Janata
party will seek to improve
the village school and make
it a focal centre for deve-
lopment.  Adults  without
schooling will be provided with
non-formal, part time and
functional education. Illiteracy
will be eradicated within five to
ten years. Teacher training
will be strengthened and
measures taken to revise the
catastrophic fall in educational
standards.

Higher and technical educa-
tion will be similarly restruc-
tured. The tendency hitherto
has been to follow western
world models involving extre-
mely capital intensive systems.
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Urdu and Sindi, which are
spoken by large sections, will
be accorded due importance
and encouragement,

Health to the Millions : The
party will devote special
attention to providing health
facilities to the rural areas and
all vulnerable sections of the
population including the urban
poor. It will attempt to bring
simple medical aid within the
reach of every citizen by orga-
nising a cadre of medical,
para-medical and community
health workers among whom
trained practitioners of indi-
genous systems of medicines
will be a part. These cadres
will form a pyramid with
appropriate dispensary, hos-
pital and specialised services
at the higher rungs. Adequate
emphasis will be placed on
preventive health, provision
of safe drinking water, pro-
grammes to ensure sanitation
and immunisation in the
rural areas and the produc-
tion of inexpensive drugs
and medicines. The party will
attempt progressively to im-
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/athe same coin.

prove the quality of the con-
tributory  health insurance
scheme and extend its coverage
to all those who are in employ-
ment. The possibility of sup-
plementing this with group

Ahealth insurance schemes for
rural communities will be
explored.

Housing for the Poor : The
present scheme of providing
housing sites to the rural
poor remains inadequate and
has sometimes even been
illusory.  The Janata party
will undertake programmes of
public housing and will for-
mulate proposals to make
credit easily available to
genuine housing cooperatives
in the rural and urban areas.

prevention of the growth of
slum cities and for the improve-
ment of slums where they
exist. Urban government will
be reorganised and made effi-
cient and more representative.

New Village Movement :
The new village movement
we envisage will bring new life,
hope and dignity to rural India
seen as viable communities of
functional rural clusters with
improved  dwellings, clean
water and modern sanitation,
a congenial  environment,
dependable and convenient
energy supplies, adequate trans-
port and communication faci-
lities that link it to the larger
world, suitable health and edu-
cational services, access to

..Relieving Domestic

It will encourage low-cost
building and develop means
and organisations to translate
these concepts into practice.
Urban policy will be designed
to locate working class hous-
ing near places of work and to
develop composite neighbout-
hoods rather than segregated
areas for rich and poor.

Policy Regarding Urbanisa-
tion : The Janata party sees
urbanisation and rural de-
velopment as two facets of
It will frame
a national population and
employment policy geared
to developing a harmonious
hierarchy of settlements, rising
from the village and rural
growth centres upwards. A
new rural-urban nexus must
be forged that is egalitarian and
productive and not discrimina-
tory and exploitative. The
ggrowth of mega-cities will be
discouraged through fiscal and
other measures and medium
and small settlements assisted
to grow as employment and
service centres.

The Janata party is for the
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credit and markets, culturally
invigorated and no longer
compartmentalised by barriers
of caste and feudal distinctions
based on land ownership or
occupation.

The new village will be the
focus of modern farms and
thriving workshops providing
gainful and varied employment
for all. Privation, dirt, drud-
gery and dead habit will be
no more. Women will emerge
into their own. The money
lender and bonded labour
will be things of the past. The
new village will be open to
science and technology. It will
have live democratic institu-
tions in its panchayats, youth
clubs and mahila mandals and
facilities for recreation and
entertainment.

Social Security : The old,
infirm, orphaned, handicapped,
retired and other disabled or
retarded persons have a
legitimate claim on society.
The Janata party will seek to
build up a comprehensive
social  insurance schemes

covering old age and disabi-
Iity.

Women’s = Rights : Women
constitute half the population
of any country. No pro-
gress is possible if their
problems and interests do not
receive due attention. The
Janata party believes in the
equality of all citizens. It will,
therefore, ensure women equal
remuneration and equal oppor-
tunities in all walks of life.
The education and training of
women and their status in
every sector of employment,
including the household sector,
must receive special attention.
The drudgery of domestic
work must be relieved and
simple conveniences provided.

Drudgery

Dowry is a social evil that
must be rooted out comple-
tely. The party will give due
consideration to the many
valuable suggestions contained
in the recently published Re-
port on the Status of Women
in India.

Children and Youth : The
children of India are its
future. They have a right to
health, education, recreation,
employment and opportunities
for cultural pursuits. The
party will formulate and
implement programmes for
student and youth service
and will encourage physical
fitness and sports. It will
attempt to provide youth with
increasing opportunities to
assume responsibility in every
sphere and sector of life. Stu-
dent unions and other demo-
cratic rights will be restored.

Minorities : The Janata party
is pledged to preserving the
secular and richly diverse
character of our state. It
will  accord the highest
respect to the rights and
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legitimate needs of the mino-
rities. It believes that all citi
zens are equal and should be
treated as equalsand that they
should have full protection
against discrimination of any
kind. There are numerous
complaints about discrimina
tion against minorities in in-
dustry, trade, commerce and in
the matter of employment. The
Janata party pledges itself to
prevent any discrimination
against the minorities, reli-
gious, cultural or linguistic,
or against any citizen or group
of citizens in the country.

Civil Rights

The party will establish a
civil rights commission, an
independent and autonomous
body, competent to ensure
that the minorities, scheduled
castes and tribes, and other
backward classes do not suffer
from discrimination or inequa-
lity.

New Deal for Weaker Sec-
tions : It is a matter of deep
shame that even three decades
after the

advent of inde-
pendence, the social and
economic conditions of the

weaker sections of our society,
particularly the  scheduled
castes and tribzs, continue
to be abject. They are still
subject to many forms of
discrimination and have been
victims of foul atrocities. The
average income of most of
those groups is below the sub-
sistence level.  Their social
and economic backwardness
have made it difficult for them
to take full advantage of even
the limited opportunities and
facilities available.  This in
turn affects and inhibits the
avenues of employment and
promotion op:n to them, and
the acquisition of the skills
necessary to take up projects
for self-employment or co-
operative efforts in the fields
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Inis hereby notified for the information of the public that
The Delhi Cloth & General Mills Co. Ltd., Unit : DCM Data
Products, proposes to give to the Central Govt. in the Deptt. of
Company Affairs, New Dethi, a notice under sub-section (i) of
Section 21 of Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act
1969 for substantial expansion of its activities. Brief particulars
of the proposal are as under :

(i) Name of person(s) Body The Delhi Cloth & General

corporate owning the Mills Company Ltd., Delhi.
undertaking.
(ii) Capital structure of the Authorised Issued Subscribed
applicant undertaking.  Share Capital & paid up
Capital Capital
Rs 50 Rs 19.58 Rs 19.58
crores crores  crores

(iii) Details of the proposed
substantial expansion :

(a) Name of new goods
to be produced, sup-
plied controlled * or
distributed or of new
services to be ren-
dered.

Data Entry System with the an-
nual capacity of 400 Nos,

(b) In the case of sub- Not Applicable
stantial expansion of
existing activities,
(i) Name of goods N.A.
(if) Capacity before ex-
pansion. N.A.
(iii) Expansion proposed. N.A.
(iv) Location of the project DCM Data Products, SBM Pre-
for substantial expan- mises, Shivaji Marg, New

sion.

(v) Brief outline of the cost
of the project, the scheme
and sources of finances,

Delhi-110015,

Rs 21.50 lacs.

The investment is proposed to be
made by the Company from their
internal resources.

Any person interested in the matter may make a representa-
tion to the Secretary, Deptt. of Company Affairs, Govt. of
India, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi, within 14  days from the date
of publiation of the notice, intimating his views on the proposal
and indicating the nature of the interest therein.

S/d
S. RATNAM

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dated this day 8th March 1977

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of the public that
The Delhi Cloth & General Mills Co. Ltd., Unit: DCM Data
Products, proposes to give to the central Govt. in the Deptt. of
Company Affairs, New Delhi, a notice under sub-section (1) of
Section 21 of the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices
Act 1969 for substantial expansion of its activities, Brief parti.
culars of the proposal are as under:

(i) Name of person(s) Body Tl}e Delhi Cloth & Genera]
corporate owning the un-  Mills Company Ltd., Delhi.
dertaking.
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(ii) Capital Structure of

the
applicant undertaking:

(ii)) Details of the proposed
substaintial expansion:
(a) Name of new goods

to be produced, sup-
plied controlled or
distributed or of new
services to be ren-
dered.

(b) In case of substantial
expansion of existing
activities,

(i) Name of goods:

(i1) Capacity before ex-
pansion.

(iit) Expansion proposed

(iv) Location of the Project

for substantial expansion.

(v) Brief outline of the cost

of the project, the scheme
and source of finances.

Any person interested in the m

tion to the Secretary, Department
India, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi,
of publication of this notice, intim
sal and indicating the nature of the interest therein.

S/d \

Dated this day 8th March 1977

Authorised Issued Subscribed

Share Capital & paid up
Capital Capital
Rs. 50 Rs. 19.58 Rs. 19.58
crores crores  crores
Data

. Logging/Acquisitiongt
Processing Equipment with™

the annual capacity of 500
Nos.

Not applicable

N.A,

N.A.
N.A.

II?CM' Daéz;1 Products, SBM
remises, Shivaji Marg, Ne
Delhi-110015. ! & New

Rs. 50.50 Iacs.

The investment is proposed
to be made by the Company
from their internal resources.
atter may make a representa-
of Company Affairs, Govt. of
within 14 days from the date
ating his views on the propo-

S. RATNAM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

The same principle applies in abrasive
application.

There are two sides to it and you are
entitled to both: Top quality abrasives.
And expert advice and service to help
you get the best results from them.

CarborundumUniversal offer youboth.

Our abrasives are among the best
manufactured in India today. Impec-
cable in quality. Widest in range. (Not

even our competitors would dispute
this.)

Add to this our service—and you
have a ‘System’ to work with. We cali
it the Integrated Abrasive System.
Something ﬂ;at takes into account ail

OBNM-2372/3

2K

Service-conscious

CARBORUNDUY
Manutacturers of Qualit
Abrasive Grains, Calcine,
MADRAS . CALCy

the factors, from choice of raw
materials to use of the right tools and
techniques—to give you predictable
and profitable resuits every time.

Call the man from Carborundum Uni-
versal. It costs you nothing to let him
study your problems; give advice on
latest toois and techniques; suggest
methods to cut dawn costs and
improve productivity.

This is the service part of our system.
And as service-conscious suppliers
of basic tools for industry, we feel
every single customer of' ours is '
entitled to it.

Why soettle for less?

28

v;‘-'-
M UNIVEREAL ora.
y Bonded and Coated Abrasives,

d Bauxite and Super Refractories

TTA . BOMBAY . NEW DELH!

’

suppliers of basic tools for industry
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of agriculture, industry and
trade.

The Janata party believes
that the  disparities that
separate these members of
our society from the more
“educationally and economically
advanced sections cannot be
radically reduced without a
policy of special treatment in
their favour. It will accord-
ingly provide preferential op-
portunities  for  education
and self-employment to these
sections.

Reservation of Seats

In this connection it will
reserve between 25 and 33 per
cent of all appointments to
government service for the
backward classes, as recom-
mended by the Kalelkar Com-
mission. Harijans will be pro-
vided house-sites.

The stigma of untouchability

, must be effaced through jegal
and educational measures and
by social action. The carrying of
head-loads for scavenging will
be banned and alternative facili-
ties provided. The party will
formulate a special programme
within the framework of the
five-year Plans for the subs-
tantial advancement of the
scheduled castes and tribes and
other backward classes and

, will provide adequate funds

')‘for the purpose.  Special
machinery will be set up to
implement the programme and
assure fulfilment of the rele-
vant constitutional guarantees.

Caste distirctions must be
ended.

Tribal Interests : The land

and forest rights of the
scheduled tribes  will be
wsafeguarded. Forest policies

should not be formulated or
implemented at the cost of
the adivasis. Nor should
forest contractors be per-
mitted to exploit these simple
people. Forest villages should
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be converted into revenue
villages.
Tribal culture are part of

India’s varied heritage and
will be given due protection
and every encouragement.

Special plans will bz drawn
up for backward and neglected
regions such as the northeast,
J & K, the Himalayan belt,
the desert areas and Kutch,
the Sunderbans, the Maland
Tract and the Outer Islands.

Cancer of Corruption : The
Janata party will take im-
mediate and firm steps to
rid public life of the corrup-
tion that has crept into it at
all levels, especially after the
emergency. Unless those who

..Ending

hold office at the highest
levels, including  ministers,
legislators and bureaucrats, set
an example in probity and
honesty, it will be impossible
to restore integrity in public
life. The party will, therefore,
take drastic measures in this
field. It will ensure that every
one of its officers and cadres
adheres to the highest norms
of integrity. It will give effect
to the recommendations of
the Santhanam Committee on
corruption in the administra-
tion and public life. It will
also enact the long-pending
Lokpal and Lokayukt Bill and
will bring the prime minister
and chief ministers within its
purview.

The object must be to devise
and establish special proce-
dures and agencies for the
automatic cognisance of com-
plaints of corruption and
misuse of authority so that
allegations against persons in
high places, not excluding the
prime minister and chief
ministers, are investigated and
disposed of independently of

the pleasure of the govern-
ment. The party will enact
a law requiring holders of
public office to declare their
assets immediately on assuming
and demitting office.

People’s Initiative: The party
will respect and foster the
creative urges of the people
and promote popular initia-
tive. It will, accordingly,
give every support to cons-
tructive voluntary action in
all fields. Likewise, it will
promote the arts and our
tremendously rich folk culture
in all regions.

The party will introduce
reforms to make justice speedy
9. Family planning as part

ofa 1arger popuiation policy
package, without coercion;

10, A new deal for the
scheduled castes and tribes
with special machinery to
guarantee their rights and
interests;

11. A civil rights commis-
sion;

12. Automatic machinery for
combating corruption;

13. Women’s
youth welfare;

rights and

14. Legal aid and inexpen-
sive justice;

15. Fostering people’s initia-
tives and voluntary action.

Foreign Policy : The Janata
party’s foreign policy will

Caste Distinctions

and inexpensive and bring it
within the reach of the poor
through legal aid. It deplores
the punitive transfer and
supercession of judges and
will take steps to review all
such processes as have tended
to undermine the independence
and integrity of the bench and
bar.

Social Charter : The Janata
party’s social charter will com-
prise:

1. Education reform with
middle schooling for all within
12 years;

2. Eradication of illiteracy;

3. Safe drinking water for
all;

b

4. Stress on community and
preventive health, and
measures towards group health
insurance;

5. A new village movement;

6. Low-cost building and
mass public housing;

7. A policy regarding urbani-
sation ;

8. A comprehensive scheme
of social insurance;
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reflect the nation’s enlightened
interest and its aspirations
and priorities at home,
It will oppose all forms
of colonialism, neo-colonialism
and racialism. It stands for
friendship for all. It is com-
mitted to genuine non-align-
ment free from attachment to
any power bloc. It will strive
for the peaceful settlement of
all international disputes and
will work with other Third
World nations to establish a
new and just international
economic order.

The party will strive to
resolve such outstanding issues
as remain with some of its
neighbours and w.li consciously
promote a good neighbour
policy. It stands for regional
cooperation for the common
good, and for global detente
free of new blocs or spheres of
influence and based on univer-
sal and general disarmament.

It will uphold human rights
and denounce their violation
wherever and whenever this
might oceur.

Defence : A  constructive
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imaginative  foreign
is a country’s best

The party will,
however, fully maintain
defence preparedness  and
ensure that the superior train-
ing and strategy of the armed
forces is matched with the best
possible weaponry and equip-
ment, indigenously produced
or procured from varied and
dependable sources that will
not be cut off in a crisis, with
due regard to cost-effective-
ness.

and
policy
defence.

It will review the force
levels and role of such para-
military establishments as the
BSF.

The Indian armed forces

constitote a splendid pool of
trained and disciplined man-
power which should not be
lost to the nation on early
retirement. Special schemes
will be sought to utilise ex-
servicemen for various cons-
tructive purposes including
land and water conservation
programmes which call for a
variety of organisational and
technical skills,

Open Government in a New
Society : The Janata party pro-
mises an open goveynment in a
free saciety and will not misuse
the intelligence services and
governmental authority for
personal or partisan ends. It
will open and sustain a

dialogue with the people atall
levels and on all issues. The
new society it promises is
not empty rhetoric like the
ruling party’s socialism of and
for the new political zamindars
and vested interests it has
created, It will build from the
bottom upwards, before all else
to raise the marginal man
above the poverty line in con-
sonance with the Gandhian
philosophy of “Antyodaya”.
This calls for a new type of
planning, a new approach to
administration; new values,
and an altogether new ethos.

Faith in the Future : The
Janata party has faith in
the future of India because

it has unstinted faith inthe
Indian people—their traditions,
their values, their courage,
their humanism, their dedica-
tion. The people know just
how near the precipice the
country has been brought bﬁ

our present rulers, and for
what ends.

Steeled by this experience
and determined to live as free
people, the Janata party calls
on every citizen to rally and
fight the tyranny to that we
may all, with goodwill and
civility, join together in build- .
ing the future: a free and just
society.

Onward to victory, freedom,
progress.
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KEEP
YOUR STATION
CLEAN

THERE

tained clean.
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people gather in large numbers i

IS NO DENYING THAT CLEAN SURROUNDINGS MIRROR THE
CHARACTER OF AN INDIVIDUAL AND MOULD OUR ATTITUDE. SUCH SURROUND-
INGS RADIATE JOY.

We keep our homes spick and span. Why not practise the same in public places also?
On railway platforms, in waiting rooms, in carriages, and in fact, anywhere where \
t i‘s of paramount importance that surroundings are main-

We on the railways, have launched a cleanliness drive which has produced handsome
results. The railways wear a more presentable look. We, however, realise much more needs
to be done. We shall relentlessly strive to do better.

YOU CAN ALSO HELP RAILWAYS, KEEP STATION AND THE ADJACENT
PLACES CLEAN BY TAKING CARE THAT AREAS AROUND YOU ARE IN PERFECT

CONDITION. WHY NOT UTILIZE THE SERVICES OF THE RAILWAY SANITARY
STAFF. THEY ARE THERE TO SERVE YOU.

ON YOUR OWN PART PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW LITTER TO BE THROWN
EXCEPT IN DUST-BINS. EVERY SMALL ACT WILL HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER.

RAILWAYS ARE YOUR PROPERTY. KEEP IT CLEAN.

_ NORTHERN RAILWAY
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CFD Believes 1n...

PLEDGING rrsivr to full restora-
tion of all democratic norms in
the governance of the nation,
withdrawal of cmergency and
repeal of the MISA and other
arbitrary laws, the Congress
for Democracy (CFD), in its
manifesto, has appealed to the
people to be fearless and vote
with a clear conscience.

The ninre-point political char-
ter enunciated by the former
minister for Agriculture and
lerigation, Mr Jagjivan Ram,
while leaving the central go-
verament and the Congress
party, has bcen reitcrated in
the manifesto. It has been
stressed that these demands
have not been conceded by the
goveroment.

Public Sector

{n the cconomic ficld, the
CFD, according to the mani-
festo, stands, for buwlding up
the public scctor to command-
ing heights and curbing of the
growth ol monopoly houses,
supply of essential commodi-
ties at stable prices within the
reach of the common man, [ull
participation of workers at all
stages in industry, completion

‘Wf land reforms within the

shortest possible period, ensur-
ing of remuncrative prices for
agricultural produce, provision
of houses and housing sites for
the rural and the urban popula-
tion, strengthening of the de-
fence industries complex, fos-
tering of the growth of agro-
based industries for providing
immediate employment in rural
a%as and growth of heavy
industries and technology 1o
sustain this growth.

The party also stands for
integrated national develop-
ment based on cconomic seli-

ELECTION NUMBER

rcliance. JL wants to curb non-
Plan expenditure.

The CFD, the manifesto
further stresses, wants to build
India on the basis of “scienti-
fic socialism’. It stands for
«a modern India of the vision
of Nehru”. It proposes to
delete the right to property as
fundamental right.

Problems of Minoritics

The party promises to pay
special attention to the specific
probiems of minorities, the
scheduled castes and the sche-
duled tribes. 1t will strive to
securc the guarantec of real
wages, service conditions and
employment opportunitics for
them. To the youth. the CFD
promises lowering of the voting
age from 21 to 18 years.
Women are to be provided
such special benefits as muater-
nity benelits, creches for child-
ren in factories and wages on
the principle of “‘equal pay for
cequal work™. Equality of op-
portunitics of educational faci-
lities has been promised to all
chitdren.

To talk of strong cen're, the
manifesto says, must not be
confused with the urge for
building up astrong coterie at
the centre. Strong and stable
centre, it stresses, can thrive
only if all the components of
the Republic are treated with
equality and made to feel the
importances of unity of the
country in their day-to-day life.
The party, therefore, stands
for strengthening the federal
structure of the counstitution.
The CFD has expressed strong
opposition to the recent amend-
ments  to the constitution
which have empowered the go-
vernment to make laws declar-
ing individuals and organisa-
tions anti-national without a

guarantecd judicial review up-
to the highest court and con-
ferred powers on the centre to
scnd troops in states, irrespec-
tive of their wishes on the
pretext of maintenance of law
and order. It is opposed to all
curbs on the powers of the
judiciary in the matters of life
and liberty.

In the field of international
affairs, the manifesto says that
we must steadfastly adhere to
the true spirit of independence
which underlined the tradition
of our freedom struggle. The
tried and trusted friends of the

fiance against injustice and
oppression. He stood for the
dignity of the individual and
self-respect. Masses in action
were his irrepressible power.

For some time past, all that
the Congress stood for was in
the process of liquidation.
Democracy in the (Congress
was being destroyed systema-
tically. Congressmen [est their
voice.

The demecratic institutions
created by the constitution of
India were reduced to con-
venient instruments for assert-
ing personal power. The centre-

..Scientific Socialism

country shall remain securc in
our friendship. The growing
friendship with the socialist
countries will be strengthencd
further and endeavours would
be made to befriend those op-
posed to us. The party will
strive its utmost for building
bridges of friendship with the
closer neighbours, particulurly
Pakistan and Bangladesh,

The manifesto points out
that the coming election pro-
vides the last opportunity to
revert back to democratic way
of life.

The following is the lull text
of the manilesto of the Congress
for Democracy:

The Congress for Democracy
is the revoit of the conscience
of the Indian National Congress
to preserve and protect the rich
traditions and objzctives of
this great organisation and to
carry them forward.

Mahatma Gandhi, the father
of the nation, taught usto be
fearless and face the most
powerful foreign ruler with
love and without bitterness.
He represented the spirit of de-
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state relations had Jost their
real meaning and the chief
ministers  were  reduced  as
obedient instruments of the
prime minister to build and
project extra-constitutional
centres of power. Those who
refused to compromisce their
self-respect and their constitu-
tional obligations were destabi-
lised. Attempts were made to
destroy the parliamentary de-
mocracy and the constitution
in the name of convening a new
Constituent Assembly,

All these actions were the
culmination of the continucd
denial of basic rights to [ree-
dom of speech and expression
and the right to liberty which
are the founduitions of a de-
mocracy. This was made pos-
sible because  of  persistent
refusal to revoke emergency
even after it had lost its rele-
vance and validity. The prime
minister was gripped with fear.
Personal power and still more
powers for the government
were found necessary for sup-

pressing the voice of the
masscs.
Freedom from fear is the
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first essential to make India
strong. The involvement of
masses was lacking to complete
the unfinished economic re-
volution. Programmes were
announced but the instruments
were not created to implement
them and powerful forces were
unleashed to see that they were
side-stepped and not imple-
mented.

The Congress for Democracy
was, therefore, born so that
emergency is ended, liberties of
the citizens are restored, fear
is banished from public life
and all of us march together
to build India on the basis of
scientific socialism in keeping
with our rich cultural heritage.

The Congress for Democracy
stands for a modern India of
the vision of Nehru. This was
a duty entrusted to him by the
father of the nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, to wipe every tear
from every eye.

Political Situation

Serious distortions in demo-
cratic values of our constitution
are threatening this country
with disintegration. A feeling of
instability has overtaken several
states. The Congressmen have
been afraid of speaking their
minds even when the Congress
was being alienated from the
people for obvious misuse of
draconian powers.

The independence of judiciary
stands compromised. The citi-
zens do not feel secure since
judicial review is ousted. The
freedom of press is reduced to
a mockery. Suffocation pre-
vails all round.

The Congress for Demo-
cracy, therefore, thought fit to
demand:

(1) The immedijate withdra-
wal of the emergency.

(2) The repeal of MISA.

(3) The release of all politi-
cal prisoners held under arbi-
trary laws.

(4) The repeal of the pre-
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vention of Publication of Ob-
jectionable Matters Act.

(5) The restoration of the
Feroze Gandhi Act ensuring
immunity for the publication
of parliamentary proceedings
so that the communication bet-
ween Parliament and the
people is re-cstablished.

(6) The declaration by the
government that the police
and the para-military forces
shall not be used in the elec-
tion in any manner that may
intimidate the voters,

(7) The government machi-
nery shall not be used in any
manner for the purpose of
promoting the interest and
image of any person in politi-
cal life.

(8) The government mass

..Restoration of Habeas Corpus

media, particularly the radio,
Samachar and the television,
shall observe the norms that
prevailed before emergency.

(9) Restore the right to
habeas corpus and the writ to
judicial review.

These demands have not
been conceded. The Congress
for Democracy pledges itself
to see that these demands are
fully met and all democratic
norms are revived back to life
in the governance of the nation.

The Congress for Demo-
cracy stands for restoration of
the federal principle without
distortions as envisaged by the
founding fathers of our Con-
stitution,

The Congress for Demo-
cracy is opposed to the provi-
sions in the constitution as
amended giving powers to the
government to make laws to
declare individuals and ogra-
nisations “anti-national” with-
out a guaranteed judicial
review up to the highest court.

Itis also opposed to the
powers given to the centre to

send troops in state irrespec-
tive 'of their wishes on the pre-
text of maintenance of law
and order,

It is also opposed to all
curbs on the powers of the
judiciary in matters of life and
liberty.

It stands for deletion of the
right to property as funda-
mental right and guaranteed
implementation of the direc-
tive principles of state policy.

The economic situation in
the country is not at all as
rosy as is made out to mis-
lead the people. The workers
in the public sector have in-
creased production. The far-
mers have  increased agri-
cultural production. But both
are groaning under the weight

of the government policics
denying them justice, whereas
in industry and in trade huge
profits have been earned and
policies have been manipulat-
ed in favour of favoured
segments of private sector.
The gap between promise and
performance has eroded the
credibility of the government.
Rise in prices of essential com-
modities in spite of bumper
crops and denial of just and
remunerative prices to farmer
has alienated both producer
and the consumer. The natio-
nalised banks and other credit
institutions are subjected to
all  forms of manipulation
resulting in rise in prices and
introducing  various distor-
tions in the economic life of
the nation.

The growth in the public
and private sectors was sought
to be diverted in export and
thereby deny the people the
fruits of modern industry resul-
ting in perpetuation of India’s
backwardness.

No steps were taken to pre-
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vent unjustified lock-outs and
closures or to ensure full uti-
lisation of existing industrial
capacity. Large concessions
were announced in favour of
monopoly houses and chosen
owners of industry, but the
workers have been denied
bonus which essentially is a
deferred wage, dearness allow-
ance and their just dues.

The Congress for Democracy
stands for commanding heights
of the public sector and curbs
on the monopoly houses. It
also stands for full utilisation
of our industrial capacity and
capabilities witha view to acce-
lerating economic growth.

The Congress for Demo-
cracy stands for all steps to
ensure the supply of all essen-

tial commodities at a fixed and
stable price within the reach
of the common man.

The Congress for Demo-
cracy stands for full participa-
tion of workers at all stages in
industry,

The completion of land
reforms within the shortest
possible time is our foremost
task. We stand for a just and
remunerative price for agri-
cultural produce and ensured

supply of agricultural inputs at ¢

a reasonable price. We stand
for the growth of agro-based
industry for providing imme-
diate employment in rural
areas and for the continued
growth of heavy industries and
technology to sustain this
growth,

The planning in the country
has to be given its place of

pride. We stand for checking”

the dangerous process of grow-
ing regional disparities, We
also stand for integrated natio-
nal development based on
economic  self-reliance. We
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Sorry!
We cannot show you in this advertisement
the sedate sobriety and
the fantastic quality and range of our
1977 Fashion Fabrics for Men

Sobhagya-GR-77

You have to see them to believe them.
So please visit your nearest Gwalior Suiting showroom, dealer or retailer.
See and feel the exquisite designs, the inimitable shades and
the rich texture. And buy them, in our special suit-lengths.

Also see and buy our exclusive HE-MAN Shirtings—
TOPPS, HERRENMODE, EMPARA and TOP GUY— GWAUOR

engineered for achieving different designs from any
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3 - GYDONIA/THE INNOVATORS/TRIPLE CROWN /HAVELTON

THE GWALIOR
RAYON SILK MFG,
(WVG.) CO. LTD,
Birlanagar,

Gwalior 474 004,

/ single shirt length.
es

at\g

71 B

ECONOMI
EASTERN ECONOMIST 472b MARCH 11, 1977

want curbs on non-planned
expenditure.

We stand for providing
house and house-sites for the
rural and urban poor immedi-
ately. We also stand for pro-

. viding them with easy and

cheap credit and concerted
efforts to increase opportuni-
ties of gainful employment for
them.

We stand for strengthening
the defence and defence indus-
try complex aiming at self-
reliance and for avoiding was-
tage of trained defence man-
power.

We shall ensure democratic
functioning in such a concrete
manner that the apparatus of
state must reflect the aspira-
tions of the common man at

come groups. In fact, our
education has to be oriented
towards the upliftment of the
downtrodden. We stand for
uniform service conditions, pay
scales and other amenities to
teachers of various categories
in India. With education being
brought on the concurrent list
in the constitution, the centre
should form grants commis-
sions for primary and sscon-
dary educatio on the pattern
of the present University
Grants Commission. The CFD
stands for restorition of full
autonomy for the university.
For the millions steeped in
ignorance and illiteracy, it
shall be our single-minded en-
deavour to bring education
free or at [east within the reach

communities, religious, ethnic
or linguistic. It is for us to
instill the confidence into the
minorities that they are not to
beg for opportunities but to
assert for their long-neglected
rights. While their economic
disabilities have to be remov-
ed, their social disabilities
have to be consciously com-
batted. Necessary administra-
tive measures should be taken
to ensure for the minorities not
only their protection but their
rights as well. Urdu will be
given its rightful place. We
pledge to spread the sense of
equality and fraternity among
all communities.

Special regard has to be paid
to the difficulties, both econo-
mic and social, faced by the

..Uplift of the Downtrodden

every tier of governance from
the village to the district, to
the state and to the centre.

We shall review all arbitrary
actions taken against honest
and conscientious men in the
administration and distortions
in administrative machinery
during and before the emer-
gency. We shall encourage
the initiative of our own gifted
scientists, engineers and tech-
nocrats. Tax authorities shall
be instruments of justice and
equity and not of suppression
and personal vendetta. Mer-
chant adventurers, black mar-
keteers, smugglers, tax evaders
and other economic offenders
shall be ruthlessly eliminated.

Congress for Democracy
stands for a uniform pattern
of education for the masses,
meaning thereby provisions of
wquality of opportunities of
educational facilities for all
children, rich or poor, high
or low. The so-called public
schools are to be maintained
for all outstanding students
drawn from familics of all in-
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of everybody. The cost of
education which has been
increased several times during
emergency will be reduced to
its pre-emergency level. Equa-
lity of educational opportu-
nity has to be enforced and
not to be allowed to be a paper
scheme. In the choice of
syllabus, there should be
conscious effort at correcting
distortions of history so that
the rich and composite culture
of India is fully reflected in
our educational system.

Our cultural life has to be
enriched by bringing about a
harmonious blend of the rich
heritage of the past with the
significant  contributions  of
the modern times. Along with
the advance of science and
technology in our country, of
which we have every reason to
be proud, we shall, by precept
and practice, dedicate our-
selves to inculcating scientific
temper among our people.

We shall pay special atten-
tion to the specific problems
and needs felt by all minority

scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes. The Untouchability
Act should be effectively im-
plemented to drive out the
curse of untouchability from
our society. We shall strive
to secure the guarantee of real
wages, service conditions and
employment opportunities for
them.

Our cconomic set-up and
the government policies can
hardly solve the problem of
unemployment which is large-
ly the root cause of youth
discontent. Apart from pre-
senting an enlightened outlook
before the youth, it is neces-
sary that their material well-
being should be our constant
concern. With this end in
view, we should try to cut
down non-development expen-
diture and investment should
be directed to labour-intensive
programmes of development.
This will help to enlarge the
scope for employment even
under the present set-up.

It will be important to lower
the voting age to 18 ycars so
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that in the selection of our
legislative bodies, the youth
may have a greater say.

Role of Women

Our country has the tradi-
tion of active participation of
women in political, cultural
and social life. The principle
of equal pay for equal work
should be implemented. Spe-
cial benefits should be provid-
ed such as maternity benefits,
creches for children in fac-
tories.

It is important for us to
strengthen the federal structure
of our constitution. The talk
of a strong centre must not be
confused with the urge for
building a strong coterie at
the centre. It is to be realised
that strong and stable centre
can thrive only if all the com-
ponents of the Republic are
treated with equality and are
made to feel the importance
of unity of the country in their
day-to-day life.

In the arena of international
affairs, we should steadfastly
adhere to the true spirit of
independence  which under-
lined the tradition of our {ree-
dom struggle.

Our tried and trusted
friends shall remain sccure in
our friendship. Our growing
friendship with the socialist
countries will be strengthened
further. Those who have oppor-
ed us we shall endeavour to
befriend. We shall strive our
utmost for building bridges of
friendship with our clos:r
neighbours, particularly with
our brothers in Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

While working sincerely with
all the weight at our command
in favour of comprehensive
disarmament on world scale,
India shall continue to main-
tain its independence in res-
pect of peaceful uses of nuclear
energy. We shall  always
safeguard our natiomal dignity
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and national honour — not in
words but in deeds. In keeping
with the mandate of our move-
ment for independence, we
shall actively consolidate our
solidarity with all those strug-
gling to be free from colonial
and racial domination.

We shall set up judicial
enquiry into all administrative
excesses during emergency and
review all the arbitrary and
anti-people and anti-democra-
tic legislation passed during
emergency.

Qur appeal is directed to the
poor and the dispossessed in
our country. Our appeal is
directed to the millions of our
youths, intelligentsia, teachers
in the schools and colleges of
India. Qur appeal is directed
to the working class of India
and the vast mass of our kisans
and the landless labourers Qur
appeal is directed to all those
who feel and think about the
future of our country. Be
fearless and vote with clear
conscience.

Last Chance

People of India — you are
face to face with life and
death, liberty and slavery,
people’s rule and open society
or rule by a caucus, The com-
ing election provides the last
opportunity to revert back to
democratic way of life bequea-
thed to us by the Father of the
Nation. If this occasion is
lost, if we fail to discharge our
obligation correctly, a dark
night shall descend on our
people which will continue for
decades ta ccme,

"The choice is limited. The
occasion is rare. The task is
historic. Destiny has ordained
that we shall in a generation
face one more occasion either
to live in light and make the
future safe for generations to
come or be condemned to live
in perpetual darkness. Our
cause is just. Our victory is
assured. Jai Hind.
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COMPANY NOTICE

Hindustan Aluminium
Corporation Limited

Registered Office :

‘CENTURY BHAVAN;
Dr Annie Besant Road,
Bomba; 400 025

Norick 1s hereby given that the
Eighteenth Annual General
Meeting of the Shareholders of
the Company will be held on
Monday, the 11th April, 1977
at 4-00 P.M. (8.T) at Birla
Matushri Sabhagar, 19, Marine
Lines, Bombay 47C020 to
transact the business as con-
tained in the Notice dated Ist
March, 1977 which together
with the Explanatory Statement
relating to the relevant business
specified therein is being posted
to all the members individually
at their registered addresses.
NOTICE is also hereby given
pursuant to Section 154 of the
Companies Act, 1955 that the
Register of Members and
Transfer Books of both Equity
and Preference Shares of the
Company will remain closed
from 12th March, 1977 to 28th
~March 1977, both days inclu-
sive.
By order of the Board of

Directors
Bombay, M.K. Jain
Dated the Ist day  Secretary

of March, 1977

Notes :

(A) A member entitled to
attend and vote is entitled to
appoint a proxy to attend and
vote instead of himself and the
proxy need not be a Member.

(B) The dividends on the
Equity and Preference Shares
as recommended by the Direc-
tors, when sanctioned at the
Annual General meeting, will
be made payable on and after
12th April, 1977 to those share-
holders whose names stand on
the Register of the company
as on 28th March, 1977 to
whom dividend warrants will
be posted.

(C) Shareholders are reques-
ted to intimate to the Com-
pany changes, if any, in their

registered addresses,
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CPI

Tue CommunisT Party of India
(Maxists), in its manifesto, has
‘appealed to the people to be on

the alert against the impend-

ing danger to all democratic
rights and civil liberties and
parliamentary democratic insti-
tutions at the hands of the

Congress and to vote enmass

to inflict a crushing defeat on

the Congress party.

The party will strive its
utmost to prevent tae division
of the votes of the opposition
parties—a  division  which
in the past has enabled the
Congress to secure seats utterly
disproportionate to the votes
secured by it. It is desirous of
avoiding mutual contests with
the Janata party and seeks seat
adjustments with all opposition
parties and groups which are
ready to fight the emergency
and inflict a defeat on the
ruling Congress party.

Fighters for Democracy

The CPI(M) and its allies,
the manifesto says, are the
most consistent fighters for
democracy and social trass-
formation. The manifesto ex-
presses extreme distress over
the right Communist party
leaders lending support to the
emergency rule and the consti-
tutional amendments made
through the 42nd Constitution
Amendment Act.

The 42nd  Constitution
Amendment Act, the CPI(M)
says, has subverted the basic
features of the constitution by
denigrating the importance of
Afundamental rights in the name
of giving priority to thc enfor-
cement of directive principles
which were never sought to be
implemented (by the govern-
ment). The amendment also
attacks basic rights, except
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Warns Against...

the right to property, while
incorporating the word socia-
lism in the preamble. It as
well denigrates the role of the
judiciary and subverts the
federal structure of the consti-
tution by concentrating enot-
mous powers in the hands of
the central government.

The CPI(M) manifesto notes
that the elections will be held
under the emergency which has
shorn people of all their rights.
The Congress party and its
government dare not lift this
attack on peopl’s rights and
allow them the free right to
exercise their vote. The so-
called relaxation in emergency,
it says, is only a showpiece to
deceive the Indian people and
the world.

The release of political pri-
soners and leaders of opposi-
tion parties, the manifesto says,
does not change the truth that
the leaders and the political
parties will not be allowed to
function normally and tell the
whole truth about the anti-
people policies of the Congress
party, the truth of repression
and deprivation of the people
suppressed through the censor-
ed and controlled press. MISA,
the manifesto points out, still
stands there as a threatto be
used against the cadre of any
political party whose activities
endanger or affect Congress
chances or carry the truth to the
people. Never before was a
parliamentary election held
under more restrictions and
repressive conditions and also
under conditions one-party
dictatorship, the manifesto
adds.

Referring to the performance
of the government during the

last six years and particularly
during the 19-month period of
emergency, the CPI(M) mani-
festo says that no previous
regime has committed so many
crimes against the common
people as the Indira Gandhi
government. The gathering
drive for one-party dictator-
ship has completed its most
important phase—getting con-
stitutional sanction for the
supremacy of the executive
over every organ of the
state and the people them-
selves. The nation has been
converted into a nation of sup-
pressed people. The ministry
and the bureaucracy run the

particularly highlighted in the
manifesto which points out
that the people must starve
with a bumper harvest when
the government and traders’
godowns are bursting with
grain and there is no place to
store them. The people are just
too poor to buy and consume
the grain, sugar, fruits, veget-
ables, fish and cloth produced
in the country. In a nutshell,
the economy of the country,
the CPI(M) says, has been
mismanaged by the Congress
party—all because it wants to
serve the interests of the mono-
polists and landlords.
Referring to the 20-point

...Impending Danger

show. Parliament has become
a decoration to be shown to the
outside world. The CPI(M)
called upon the electorate and
the people to denounce the
conspiracy against them, the
design to transform them into
abject slaves, and demand
withdrawal of emergency as
well as the new constitutional
amendments.

Referring to the economic
conditions in the country, the
CPI(M) points out that not
only the prices of all necessi-
ties of life today are beyond the
means of the common man—
be he an agricultural worker or
a peasant, an industrial worker
or an employee—there has also
been a massive increa~e in
unemployment. Never before
since independence, it is cluim-
ed in the manifesto, was the
common man, every family, so
much haunted by high prices,
the robbery of the market as
during the present regime.

The lack of purchasing
power of the people has been
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programme, the CPI(M) points
out that this programme also
stands unfulfilled and betrayed.
Facts and figures have been

quoted in support of this con-
tention.

The sterilisation drive too
has been vehemently «riticised
in the CPI(M) manifesto. No
previous government, it says,
dared to nsult and humijliate
the nation as the present
government when it initiated
the drive for forcible sterilisa-
tion of the people under the
pressure of the World Bank.
Never before were the Indian

people, the poorer sections,
treated like cattle.

The following 13-point pro-
gramme has been put forth by
CPI(M) around which it wants
the left and democratic parties
and forces to rally round:

1. Withdrawal of the emer-
gency; release of political pri-
soners and withdrawal of war-
rants; repeal of the 42nd Con-
stitution Amendment and other
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tepressive laws like MISA
and the Press Objectionable
Matters Act;

2. Take-over of foreign capi-
tal; ban on entry of multi-
nationals and investment of
private foreign capital;

3. Moratorium on foreign

debt payments;

4. Nationalisation of mono-
poly houses; nationalisation of
sugar, textile, jute, cement
and drug industries; adequate
financial and other assistance
to small and medium indus-
tries; .

5. Take-over of foreign
trade;

6. Ending of corruption and
bureaucratism in the public
sector undertakings;

7. Restoration of democratic
and trade union rights and
collective bargaining through
trade unions whose repre-
sentatives character must be
decided by secret ballot of the
workers; need-based minimum
wage and full neutralisation of
the rise in the cost of living;
withdrawal of the Bonus Act;
measures against victimization;

8. Abolition of landlordism
by taking over the entire land
of the landlords and their dis-
tribution gratis to landless
labourers and poor peasants;
minimum wage of Rs 8 per day
to agricultural labourers ;

9. Cancellation of debts of
peasants, landless labourers
and rural poor and provision
of adequate and cheap credit
to them; supply of inputs and
essential articles at cheap rates
to them, remunerative prices
for their produce to be ensured
through government purchase;
lowering of taxes and other
levies on the peasants; firm
measures against social oppres-
sion of harijans;

10. Bringing down of prices
by drastically reducing taxes
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and levies on essential articles:
state takeover of wholesale
trade in foodgrains and other
essential articles and their dis-
tribution under supervision of
people’s committees; compul-

sory procurement of all the

marketable surplus of food-
grains of all landlords;

11. Right to work to be
made a fundamental constitu-
tional right and provision to
be made for unemployment
relief;

12. Compulsory frec educa-
tion up to the age of 14 and
eradication of illiteracy:

13. A foreign policy of con-
sistent  anti-imperialism and
close cooperation with socia-
list countries. v

r
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PNBfm

more areas for _its
service to pensioners

in addition to branches at Delhi/New Delhi, Bombay, Madras,
Calcutta, Hyderabad and Bangalore, P N B is now serving
Pensioners through all its branches in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Biharand Assam.

For details please contact our nearest branch

punjab national bank

If you are a civil pensioner of the
Central Government (excluding

Defence Services, Railways and P&Tar
Telecommunications Departments) or
you are Ex-member of Parliament,you
can receive your pension from us.

Open a Savings Fund or Current
Account—if you don't have one
already — at any one of our branches
at the above metropolitan cities
orin the above States.

Pension amount will be
automatically credited to your
account every month.

No need to prepare bills; no visits nf
to Treasury offices; no
inconvenience; no waiting. Just
write a cheque and collect your
pension from PNB -~ the name
you can bank upon. -

PNB/J /)72
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CPI Calls to Vote for...

In1Ts election manifesto, the
Communist Party of India
(CPI) has called upon the peo-
ple to give a decisive majority
in the forthcoming elections to
the Lok Sabha to progressive
and democratic forces. The
people, it says, have to make
a momentus choice for the
advance to full-fledged demo-
cracy leading to socialism.
At stake are the impressive
gains the country has won
through unity, sacrifice and
struggle of the masses and of
patriotic and democratic forces ;
the economic advance made
through the building up of a
powerful and dynamic public
sector; the move towards eco-
nomic independence ; the direc-
tion and context of economic
policy; the progressive objec-
tives and policies of the nation;
the parliamentary democratic
system, the democratic rights
of the masses and the cherished
democratic norms and values;
and the paramount issue of
livelihood of the masses.

Emergency Misused

About emergency, the mani-
festo says that after the initial
period of some achievements,
the emergency powers came to
be more and more misused
against the working class, the
peasantry, the common people
and the democratic forces. The
parliamentary democratic sys-
tem and institutions were
sought to be weakened and
undermined on one pretext or
another by the ruling party.

Concessions to vested interests
went hand-in-hand with coer-
cive sterilisation, demolition
of dwelling houses of the poor,
denial of the workers’ long-
standing right to bonus and
impounding of their dearness
allowance. Land reforms were
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shelved and the 20-point pro-
gramme (of the government)
put i1 the background. Autho-
ritarian trends and practices
in the conduct of the govern-
ment and also otherwise in the
affairs of the states began to
grow. There were increasing
violations of accepted norms
of democratic standards and
procedures. Persistent efforts
were made to encourage extra-
constitutional methods and
centres of personal power. The
machinery and resources of
the states were recklessly used
to build up a personality who
has no official status. All this
has caused tremendous discon-
tent and revulsion among the

tion) Act; restore the ““Feroze
Gandhi Act”’; repeal the anti-
people clauses of the 42nd
Constitution Amendment Act;
set up popular committees for
implementation of land reform
and other democratic measures.

2. For Holding the Priceline
—Strengthen and expand the
public  distribution system;
supply essential commodities
at reasonable prices; take over
wholesale trade in foodgrains
and essential commodities like
edible oils; adjust retail traders
in the public distribution
system; ban bank credit for
speculative purposes.

3. For Economic Indepen-
dence and Revitalisation of

lities; promote industries with
high employment potential in
backward areas and agro-indus-
tries in rural area; more funds
for scientific research; orient
research programmes to self-

reliance and  development;
adequate opportunities to
scientific and technological

intelligentsia for creative work;
stop brain drain.

4. For the Working Class—
Minimum living wage and guar-
anteed bonus: scrap compul-
sory deposit scheme and refund
the deposits; restore the dear-
ness allowance cuts; total bap
on lay-offs, lock-outs, retrench-
ment and closures; full recog-
nition of trade union rights,

...Democratic Progressive Forces

masses and all democratic

forces.

The CPI, the manifesto adds,
while supporting the progres-
sive measures and programmes,
has consistently opposed the
negative features. About the
Janata party, it says that the
rightist grand alliance has now
reappeared in the garb of this
party and is posing a new
danger which must be fought.

To defend and extend demo-
cracy, to safeguard the living
conditions of the people and to
create stable conditions for
national economic develop-
ment, the party has put forward
the following 10-point pro-
gramme and seeks the mandate
from the electorate for it:

I. To Safeguard and Extend
Democracy-Lift the emergency:
remove press censorship and
stop misuse of Samachar, All
India Radio and TV in favour
of the ruling party: repeal
MISA and the Publication of
Objectionable Matters (Preven-
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Economy—Orient planning to
development of home market;
rapid industrialisation; crea-
tion of employment and demo-
cratic structural changes; resist
pressures of the World Bank
and neo-colonial offensive of
imperialists, prevent penetra-
tion of multi-national com-
panies; strengthen the public
scctor and extend it to essen-
tial consumer goods produc-
tion; democratise the public
sector; ensure workers’ effec-
tive participation in manage-
ment at all levels in the public
sector with real power to go
into and check all aspects in-
cluding balance sheets and
pricing policies; nationalise
textile, sugar, jute and foreign
drug industries and all banking
business; cancel all concesions
given to big business in the
last two years; change taxation
policies to reduce burden on the
people, encourage small and
medium units through adequate
credit and provision of raw
materials and marketing faci-

including the right to collective
bargaining and strike, and right
to be consulted by the govern-
ment in all matters of legisla-
tion regarding the working class
and trade unions.

5. For Peasants, Agricultural
Labour and Tribal People—Re-
munerative prices for produce
of pcasants: adequate credit,
extended irrigation facilities
and cheap input for agricul-
tural operations; graded land
tax and water and electricity
rates; reduction in tax burden
on the working peasantry:
protect interests of tenants
and share-croppers; abolition
of bonded labour; living wages
to agricultural workers; imple-
ment the revised minimum
wages; complete land reforms
expeditiously; distribute sur-
plus and government waste-
lands among the landless;
restore alienated tribal lands to
their rightful owners.

6. For Weavers and Artisans
—Supply of cheap yarn and
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Other raw materials and pro-
Vision of marketing facilities;
cooperatives to cover all wea-
vers and artisans.

7. For  Women—Effective
implementation of all laws
providing for equal status for
women; equal pay for similar
work in all spheres; compre-
hensive family welfare pro-
gramme with emphasis on
mother and child care, no coer-
cive methods of family plann-
ing; provision of maternity
homes and creches at work
centres,

8. For Youth, Students and
Teachers—Right to  work;
labour-intensive  schemes in
urban and rural areas; voting
right at 18; overhau! educa-
tional system to give it secular
and socialist content; represen-
tion to students in administra-
tion of educational institutions;
cheap textbooks and messing
facilities; better emoluments to
primary and secondary school
teachers; implementation of
UGC scales for college teachers ;
democratic rights and security
of service to all teachers.

9. For Muslims, Other
Minorities and Harijans—
Administrative and other steps
to give effective protection to
the rights of Muslims, other
minorities and other backward
sections of the people; end all
discrimination against them;
strengthen the Untouchability
Act; punitive action against
those who commit atrocities
and practise social boycott
against harijans.

10. To Defend and Strengthen
Foreign Policy—Defend and
strengthen India’s anti-imperia-
list positions; organise world
opinion against foreign bases,
particularly Diego Garcia;
strengthen non-alignment and
its anti-imperialist cohesiveness;
expand and deepen India’s
friendship and political and
economic relations with the
Soviet Union and the socialist
countries.
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Start your industry
in Tamil Nadu and finance
it through SIPCOT !

Now

from SIPCOT
SEED CAPITAL

Plus

INVESTMENT FINANCE

Get maximum financial assistance
from the beginning of starting your
industry : Seed capital upto 10%
of your project cost or Rs. 10 lakhs
whichever is lower and investment
finance under IDBI refinance
arrangement.

It finding promoters’ capital and
investment finance is a problem

COMETO :

[ o]
SIPCOT
| re————

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION
TION OF TAMIL NADU LTD,,

11-A/1, Anna Salai. Madras-860 002.

Phone : 88261
Telex : 7736
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Akali Dal Assalils...

Tur AKALI Dal, in its election
manifesto, has reiterated its
frm faith in democracy, socia-
lism and secularism and also
reiterated its well-known stand
for greater autonomy of states,
appointment of a permanent
autonomous commission like
Lokpal for the prevention of
ministerial and official corrup-
tion and misconduct—both at

. &thc centre and in the states—

and declaration of their assets
by persons assuming public
office. Ifit comes to power at
the centre in alliance with the
Janata party and the Con-
gress for Democracy, the party
has proposed to set up a spe-
cial commission to go into the
charges of misuse of official
machinery, corrupt practices
3Ind coercion and harassment
of common citizens during the
period of emergency.

Damocles’ Sword

The emergency, according to
Akali Dal hangs like a Damo-
cles’ Sword over the heads of
patriotic and democratic forces
in the election, But despite
this, the party, it says, has
accepted the challenge of elec-

ion. It has assailed the emer-

:gtnce of authoritarian and
dictatorial trends in national
policies.

The crisis of the Congress
party, in the opinion of Akali
Dal, has resulted in serious
erosion of individual freedom,
usurpation of all civil liberty,
perversion of democratic insti-
tutions and strangulation of
thg inner spirit of Indian
constitution.

The Akali Dal has called
upon the nation in general and
the people of Punjab in
particular (it being a regional
party) to stand up for their
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freedom and protection of the
inalienable sovereignty of the
people. It has pledged itself
for the re-appraisal of the
constit.ation with a veiw to:

(a) imparting a real federal
character to the Indian consti-
tution with greater autonomy
for the federating states;

(b) extinguishing of the
authority of President to dis-
solve state assemblies and dis-
miss state governments;

(c) appointing a permanent
autonomous commission at the
centre and at state levels to
supervise protection of the
rights of national, social, reli-
gious, cultural and linguistic
minorities such as, Harijans,
Muslims, Christians, Parsees,
Sikhs, etc;

(d) appointing an autonom-
ous commission with equal re-
presentation for the concerned
parties for settling inter-state
disputes with regard to inter-
state boundaries, sharing of
national natural resources, pro-
motion of long-term projects
such as the Thein Dam;

(e) providing for the right
of employment for every citi-
zen and payment of unemploy-
ment allowances; and

(f) restoring of civil liberties,
democratic and trade union
rights, repealing of black legis-
lations like MISA, Press Ob-
jectionable Matters Act and
the 42nd Constitution Amend-
ment and revoking of emer-
gency.

On the economic front, Akali
Dal  has stressed that it
stands f:r the uplifting of the
down-trodden and the weaker
sections of society, particularly

the harijans, the labourers,
the peasants, the low-paid
employees, the shop employees,
etc. Its economic programme
includes;

(i) initiation of land reform
measures to remove disparity
and increase agricultural pro-
duction, distribution of all
surplus land inclusive of waste
and nazul land to harijans and
Rai Sikhs within a year;

(ii) modernisation of agri-
culture;

(iii) abolition of all excise
duties and sales-tax on agro-
machinery to bring down its
prices to 50 per cent;

workers in the management of
industries; and

(xii) development of cottage
industries.

Referring to family plan-
ning, Akali Dal has called for
the removal of family plan-
ning measures discriminative
to government employees and
the working class and has also
opposed coercion through
government agencies. It has
expressed itself against the
imposition of those methods of
family planning which are vio-
lative of the basic tenets of
the Sikh religion.

In regard to government

...Dictatorial Trends

(iv) reducing of the prices
of fertilizers to the 1970 level;

(v) striving for remunerative
prices for farm produce with
the state governments having
the authority to fix these
prices;

(vi) subsidising the prices for
consumers;

(vii) abolition of all restric-
tions on the movement of
agricultural products in the
country;

(viii) accelerating of indus-
trial development to generate
large wealth and provide grea-
ter employment to the people;

(ix) setting up of public
sector industries in a manner
as to remove regional imba-
lances which have been created
as a consequence of discrimi-
natory policies pursued by the
government;

(x) development of agro-
based industries in the rural
areas to relieve pressure of
population on land;

(xi) proper representation to
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employees, Akali Dal has pro-
mised to:

(i) strive for the appoint-
ment of pay commissions, both
at the centre and the state
levels, every five years to ensure
dignified pay structure for the
various sectors of employees;

(ii) repeal the provision for
arbitrary  compulsory retire-
ment of public employees;

(1ii) restore the writ jurisdic-
tion of high courts in matters
concerning service affairs and
to abrogate the service tribunal
provided in the 42nd Constitu-
tion Amendment for govern-
ment employees,

(iv) defreeze additional dear-
ness allowance under the com-
plusory deposit scheme:

(v) provide a minimum
bonus of 8.33 per cent to ali
industrial and commercial
employees, irrespective of sur-
puls available;

(vi) strive for permanent
absorption of 30,000 workers
of the Beas-Sutlej project who
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are threatened with discharge
by immediately starting new
projects like the Thein Dam (till
the new projects are started,
these employces would be paid
regularly); and

(xii) enhance the status of
teachers in the cyes of the
people.

In respect of the territorial
issues, Akali Dal pledges its
support to the struggle for the
incorporation of Chandigarh
and the other Punjabi speaking
areas in Punjab, restoration of
control of the Bhakra Dam and

the Sutlej-Beas project to
Punjab; annulment of the arbi-
trary division of Ravi-Beas
waters which has been done to
the complete detriment of the
state of Punjab; enactment of
all-India Gurdwara act; and
extension of status of second
language to Punjabi in Hary-
yana, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar  Pradesh,
Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir.

Among the other points
made by Akali Dalin its mani-
festo are:

(I) the quota system from

each state for the recruitment
to the defence services of India
on population basis, which is
repugnant to the spirit of the
constitation, should be scrap-
ped and the only valid criteria
for recruitment to these forccs,
which include physical fitness
and martial attitude, should be
introduced ;

(1) youth organisations will
be promoted; sports will be
organised right from the village
to the national level; all facili-
tics will be created to enhance
and promote quality of leader-

ship into the youth; the youth
will be given due representa-
tion in all walks of life; and

(111) special attention will be
paid to uplift the harijans and
the scheduled tribes; free hous-
ing sites will be provided tg:
harijans  and scheduled tribes
according to their choice;
other facilities for building
houses on those sites will also
be made available.

The Akali Dal has promised
to strive for free and compul-

sory education for all upto
the tenth class.

YEAR AFTER YEAR

WE MOVE HIGHER AND HIGHER

TOWARDS OUR GOAL OF

ECONOMIC FREEDOM IN DELHI

Progress of Developmental Expenditure :

Rs. 30.43 crores in 1971-72,

Rs. 50.61 crores in 1975-76,
Rs. 74.80 crores in 1976-77, and

Rs. 90.10 crores (proposed) in 1977-78.

** 4070 of the total Plan Outlay in Delhi is being utilised

in Welfare Schemes of the weaker sections.

** 33, of these resources came from Delhi citizens’

magnificent savings efforts.

LET US KEEP UP THIS TEMPO OF SAVINGS
MANY MORE SCHEMES FOR PROFITABLE

INVESTMENT NOW

Contact for details :
Regional Director, National Savings,
Post Box 1412, Kashmere Gate, Delhi.

Phone : 224725
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DMK Promises to End...

‘i-b;:M()(‘lm('Y or  dictator-
ship”’—that is the main issue
before  the people  in the
coming Lok Sabha clection,
according to  the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK).
The election manifesto of the
party says that the time has
come for the voters to assert
themselves in favour of demo-
"i‘mcy.

The manifesto has also raised
a seties of poscrs before the
clectorate - whether it wants
a people’s rule with several
parties functioning side by side
o- a one party rule—the rule
of the jungle”; whether the
“people want the judiciary o
be unfettered where cvery onc
; equal before the law, or
there should be an end of the
rule of law: whether there
should be “discipline and
democracy” or a “disciplined
democracy”: whether  there
should be an atmosphere of
peace where people would
enjoy their rights or a climate
of fear and political vendctta.
The party says the election
provides an opportunity to the
voters to give their considered
r%ly to these questions.

Human Rights Curbed

The manilesto concentrates
more on reviewing the events
in the state of Tamil Nadu
since the dismissal of the
DMK ministry last year than
on spelling out concrete pro-
mises to the people. It states
th{ to-day not only the auto-
nomy of states but also the
human rights has been curbed.

Charging the  central
government of using the cmer-
gency and the constitutional
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amendment  to  deprive the
states of  their autonomy, the
manifesto states that the DMK
had been demanding  state
autonomy not because it was
an attractive slogan, but the
party wanted to emphasise the
need for conferring  more
powers on the states. It secks
to clurify that in raising the
autonomy demand, the party
is not inspired by any thought
of separation or anti-national
feeling.

Lxplaining  how people’s
libertics were curtailed during
the emergency, the manifesto
says that it the government
wanted, it could deprive any
citizen of his rights and ban
peaceful activities,  political
partics and movements dcclar-

JTamil

ing them anti-national. Citizens
could be detained in prison
indcfinitely without assigning
any reason and without any
trinl, freedom of specch and
cxpression  could be  curbed
with a political motive. 1t
alleges that the central govern-
ment has not only imposed
these curbs  but  has  even
clothed itself with powers to
continuc these curbs,

The manifesto  lists  the
sufferings of the people of
Tamil Nadu during the Presi-
dent’s rule as @ “Prices are not
controllied. Food production
has goac down. A situation
has arisen where  even  the
Cauvery will fail the agricul-
turists of the state. Agricul-
turists arc unable to get crelit
facilities for production.

The incentive bonus given by
the former DMK government
for paddy procurement has been
stopped, No alternative sources
of credit have been created
for the rural people after the
cnactment of the Debt Relief
Act. Cooperatives arc unable
to extend timely credit to
farmers. The tax burden on
the farmer has increased, Tex-
tile mills have been closed.
Partymen  supporting  the
central government have inter-
vened in the adwndnistration.
Governunent servants regarded
as being against the  ruling

.

party have been victimised ™.

The manifesto further states
that therc has been a
slanderous cumpaign against

government  had met with
unbounded success in its efforts
at implementing the 2C-point
programme and the five-point
programme. To illustrate how
even before the 20-point pro-
gramme was announced, the
DMK government, it is pointed
out, had started fulfiliing onc
of the main c¢bjectives of the
language as against national
programme, namcly, extension
of irrigation to new areas.

The manifesto savs  that the
DMK government had brought
16 takhy additional acres of land
under irrigation during its nine
years of rule. Tt points out that
since independence tild 1967,
oaly cight lakh acres had been
added 1o the arca under irriga-

Nadu’s Hardships

the party through the AR,
televiston, information depart-
ment  and  newspapers  (by
forcing them). Trends which
decry  love for the Tamil
integration  have been cn-
couragad.

The manifesto asserts: “The
DMK was dismissed from
power  because it made the
“first call’ to save democracy
after the declaration of emer-
gency and demanded repaal
of the emergency, rclease of
MISA detenus and  restoration
of press freedom.” The party
pledges its2If to reverse *‘this
situntion”™  and  to remove
hurdles to democracy.

Outlining the achievements
of the DMK ministry, the
manifesto claims that in the
ning years of its rule, the DMK
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tion in Tamil Nadu, The re-
cord of the DMK in imple-
menting land cciling and land
reforms had won praise even
{from the Congress Committee.

The party has pledged to
reverse the conditions created
in the country (o “crush”
democracy and alleviate  the
sufferings the Tamils have ex-
perienced  during President’s
rule in Tamil Nadu.

The manifesto draws atten-
tion to the *‘new responsibili-
ties that await those who get
elected to the Parliament”™ The
majority of MPs in the new
house, it says, should be
those who cherish the ideal to
alter conditions created by the
cnactment of the 42nd Consti-
tution Amendment Biil.
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Statistics

Pre-election Figures

Number of Seats in Lok Sabha

Name of state/
union territory

As on 1-1-1973

Subseqgently
constituted

Number of Electors in General Election to
Lok Sabha—1977

Name of state/union

Total number of electors in

Total SC ST Total SC ST territory 1971 1976
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 1 5 3
States
Aadhra Pradesh 4 6 2 4 6 o States
ssam 14 1 2 14 1
f;‘iha, 3 7 s 54 g § Andhra Pradesh 22,697,905 2,75,35,572
Gujarat 24 2 3 2 5 4  Assam 6,268,273 71,78,805
Haryana 9 2 — 10 2 _ Bihar 31,019,951 3,48,67,841
Himachal Pradesh 4 1 — 4 1 — Guanat 11,535,312 1,41,10,096
Jammu & Kashmir ¢ — — 6 — . Haryam 47,68,740 57,41,904
Karnataka 27 4 — 28 4 — Himachal Pradesh 17,08,667 19,56,620
Kerala 19 2 _— 2 o __  Jammu &Kashmir 20,97,623 24,70,580'V
Madhya Pradesh 37 5 8 40 5 g  Karnataka 1,37,89,106 1,68,49,487
Maharashtra 45 3 3 48 3 3 Kenla 1,02,17,893 1,14,12,612
Manipur . » | Madhya Pradesh 1,95,78 837 2,27,68,196
Meghalaya 2 — 2 2 — - Mahnshin 2,40,08058  2,87,94,212
Nagaland { — — 1 — — Manipur 5,43,407 7,84,913
Orissa 20 3 5 21 3 5 Meghalaya — 5.28,680
Punjab 3 3 — 13 3 =~ Nagland 2,75,459 468,158
Rajasthan 23 4 3 25 4 3 Ousa 1,08,64,978 1,26,28,579
Sikkim - — { — _ Punjab 69,50,385 81,12,008
Tamil Nadu - 39 7 — 39 7 — Rijasthan 1,32,44,556 1,52,18,400
Tripura > — 1 2 — 1 Sikkim — 1,28,037
Uttar Pradesh 835 18 — 85 18 — JlamilNadu 2,30,64,985 2,69,86,490
West Bengal 40 8 2 4 8 2 '{J’:&"r’;ra dech . 5;,22.’;33 5 13’% 308
Total States 506 76 37 525 71 36 weet Bengal 22063684 Y0 v 14
Union Territories
Andaman & Nicobar Union Territories
Islands 1 —_ — 1 —_ — )
Arunachal Pradesh 1 — 1 2 — _—  Andaman & Nicobar Islands 63,122 78,999
Chandigarh 1 —_ 1 — - Arunac_:hal Pradesh — 2,11,722
Dadra & Nagar Naveli 1 — 1 1 — 1  Chandigarh 1,16,685 1,51.554
Delhi 7 1 —_ 7 1 — Dadr.a & Nagar Naveli 33,012 37,496
Goa, Daman & Diu 2 — — 2 — _— Delhi _ 20,16,396 24,08,230,
Lakshadweep 1 — 1 1 — 1  Goa, Daman & Diu 4,35,168 4,70,76:
Mizoram 1 — 1 1 — 1 Lakshadweep 14,977 18,750
Pondicherry 1 — — 1 — - Mizornam — 1,97.617
Total Union Territories 16 1 4 17 1 2  Pondicherry 2,46,789 2,93,356
Grand Total 522 71 4 542 18 38 Total 27,40,94,413  32,01,41,573
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Total Number of Constituencies, Number of Electors

and Polling Stations for the 1977 Lok Sabha Election

Number of Contesting Candidates to Lok Sabha
in 1971 & 1977

(Statewise) _ -
: - — Name of state/ 1971 1977
Name of state/ Total No. Total No. Total No.  ypion territory
u?ion territory of constitu- of electors of polling .
encies stations
—_— — — States
States Andhra Pradesh 207 165
Andhra Pradesh 42 27,374,565 30,711 Assam 78 %
Assam 14 7,,189,,580 8373 Dibar 421 340
Bihar 54 34,233,510 41007 Gujarat 1 12
JSujarat 26 14,099,926 18,294  Haryana 63 50
" aryana 10 5,690,976 6,311  Himachal Pradesh 20 14
Himachal Pradesh 4 1,918,151 3,361  Jammu & Kashmir 32 29
Jammu & Kashmir 6 2,544,624 3,580  Karnataka 104 08
Karnataka 28 16,700,261 20,498 o 67 6
Kerala 20 11,350,840 10,688
Madhya Pradesh 40 22,505,193 27619 Mdhya Pradesh 170 152
‘Maharashtra 48 28,490,646 33,656 Maharashtra 235 211
Manipur 2 784,484 910  Manipur 1t 11
Meghalaya 2 527,238 698  Meghalaya — 7
fagaland 1 647,162 843 Nagaland 5 5
Orissa 21 12,626,873 14,118 Orissa 85 61
Punjab 13 8,040,582 9,261 Punjab 23 79
Rajasthan 25 15,172,042 18,980 )
Sikkim 1 122,696 150 ~Rajasthan 129 102
Tamil Nadu 39 26,861,460 29,770  Sikkim — 1
Tripura 2 863,877 1,055  Tamil Nadu 111 195
Uttar Pradesh 85 51,674,319 59,728  Tripura 9 8
West Bengal 42 25,052,735 29,035 yttar Pradesh 543 443
Total States 525 314,291,740 368.646 West Bengal 195 171
L’Ihon Territories L
, Union Territories
Andaman & .
Nicobar Islands 1 79,125 165 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 5 )
Arunachal Pradesh 2 216,564 go7 ~ Arunachal Pradesh — 4
Chandigarh 1 153,423 148  Chandigarh 1 10
Dadra & NagarHaveli 1 37,495 43  Dadra & Nagar Haveli 3 3
Delhi 7 2,585,674 2,785 Delhi 64 41
Goa, Daman & Diu 2 469,295 618 Goa, Daman & Diu 13 5
Lakshadweep 1 18,750 27 Lakshadweep . )
Zoram 1 197,475 273 .
Pondicherry 1 293,061 37, Mizoram - 4
Total Union Territories 17 4,050,862 5,033  Pondicherry 4 4
Grand Total 542 318,342,602 373,684 Total 2,784 2,439
_ ELECTION NUMBER 483
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Party Position in the Dissolved Lok Sabha

e o e e, e ettt i e,

1967

Vote Polled by Various Political Parties in the
Elections to Lok Sabha in 1962, 1967 and 1971

Name of the party 1962 1971  on January
18, 1977

Indinn National Name of the party Valid votes polled and percentage

Congress 361 283 352 355 o i

Communist 29 — —_ — - e

CPI —~ 23 23 24 1962 1967 1971

CPI(M) -~ 19 25 26

{ndian National — _

Congress {O) - — 16 1 1 2 3 4

Swatantra 18 44 3 —

Bharatiya Jana Sangh 14 15 2 16 A T —

Samyukta Socialist 6 23 3 —_—

Praja Socialist 12 13 2 -3 Indian National 51,509,084 59,402,750 64,040 246

Republican 3 H — R , <A

Other Parties 31 54 53 aq+  Congress (44.72) (40.73) (43.68

Unatta?hed : 20 25 ]4 28 COmmunfSt 11 ,450,037 _ _

Vacancies ~— — — 17

Total 494 520 518 524 9.94)
R "™ Indian National — —

*DMK 12 Anua DMK.. 6 fan Nationa 15,279,051
BLD 9 Kerala Congress 3 Congress(O) (10.42)
United Independent Muslim League 3
Parliament pGroup 8 Forward Block 3 Swatantra Party 9,085,252 12,659,540 4,498,188

P p S (7.89) (8.68) 3 .06{/

Lo bha Elections Party Performance Since 1962 g

k Sabha El Y Bharatya Jana Sangh 7,415,170 13,715,931 10,786,921
Name of the party 1962 1967 1971 (6.44) (9.41) (7.35)
C E C E Cc E  Samyukta Socialist 3,099,397 7,171,627 3,554,839
- N T ~ Party (2.69) ¢ 92) (2.42)
Indian National .
Congress 488 361 315 283 414 352 Praja Socialist Party 7,848,345 4,456,487 1,526,076
Communist 137 29 — — — —
6.81 .06 .
Indian National ° (6.81) (3.96) (1.04)
Congress(O) - - — — 238 16 Communist Party of — 7,564,180 6,935,627
Swatantra Party 173 18 179 44 59 8 .
Bharatiya Jona Sangh 196 14 251 35 157 2 Ind@ (5.19) @73
Samyukta Socialist Communist Party of — 6,140,738 7,510,889
Party , 107 6 12 23 93 _ Ay 190, 210,88
Praja Socialist ' India (Marxist) 4.21) (5.123)
Party 168 12 % 13 6 Republican Party of  3,255985 3,607,711 —
Communist Party - ‘
of India — —~ 1o 23 87 23 India (2.83) (2.48)
ist Part
Si? ;1::;?;4 ) y e 58 19 85 25  Other Parties 8,755,807 11,096,342 20,199,884
Republican Party ' (7.60) (7.62) (13.77)
of India 68 3 70 1 — — '
Other Parties 168 31 90 44 427 53  Independents 12,749,813 20,054,200 { 2,270{3)55
Independents 430 20 %65 25 1134 14 1.0 1
Totaf 1985 494 2369 520 2784 518 (11.08) (13.75) (8.36)
o — _ Total 115,168,890 145,866,510 146,602,276

#Himachal Pradesh in 1967 had 6 seats which were reduced to
4 in 1971 Elections, C—Contested. E—Elected. —
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Contest According to Parties in Lok Sabha General Elections—1971

N e e e e i e e e ot et s et et T

Name of state/ Noof INC INCO) SWA BJS CPL SSP CPM PSP Others and Total
Union territory seats Independents  contestents
i ) 3) @) () ©® O ® ©®» 8 1y (12)
States
Andhra Pradesh 41 37 12 9 s 1t 2 5 — 126 207
Assam 14 13 10 i 1 S 4 2 5 37 78
Bihar 53 . 47 24 3 28 17 28 A 12 258 421
Gujarat 24 23 19 4 5 — i — [ 65 118
Haryana 9 9 4 —_ 3 — 1 2 43 63
Mimachal Pradesh 4 4 3 1 2 L — — — 9 20
Jammu and Kashmir 6 6 — — 3 - - — 1 22 32
Karnataka 27 21 17 5 2 1 I 2 ) 44 104
Kerala 19 7 4 1 3 3 2 13| ! 33 67
Madhya Pradesh 37 36 5 1 28 4 5 1 9 81 170
Maharashtra 45 44 9 ~ 13 8 9 2 8 142 235
Manipur 2 2 2 — — 1 i _ — 5 1
Meghalaya - -~ ~ ~ - - - - — — -
¥agaland 1 — — — —_ — _ . 5 )
Brissa 20 1 6 R 3 2 1 14 s
Punjab 13 1 4 — 5 2 3 3 I 54 83
Rajasthan 23 23 4 3 7 1 2 3 _— 8§} 129
Sikkim - - - - - - - — - —
Tamil Nadu 39 9 29 9 I 4 { 6 — 52 i
Tripura 2 2 — — 1 2 — 2 — 2 9
Uttar Pradesh 85 78 44 3 37 9 25 3 7 337 543
West Bengal 0 3 34 ~ 4 15 4 38 3 66 195
UY§on Territaries
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands I 1 - - — - -— — — 4 s
Arunachal Pradesh — -~ — — — —_— - . _ _
Chandigarh 1 1 - — ! - - _ - 9 1
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1 1 i — — — 1 . _ \
Delhi 7 7 5 ! U - 2 - 2 40 64
Goa, Daman and Diu 2 1 I —_ — — - —_ _— i 3
Lamhadwecp 1 1 — — — - — — — _ ]
Mizoram — — — — — — —_ _— — . -
Pondicherry 1 1 1 — — — - . _ 5 4
Total 518 44t 238 59 157 87 93 85 63 1561 2784
ELECTION NUMBER 485

MaRCH 11, ‘1976



Contest According to Parties in Lok Sabha General Elections—1967
Name of state/ No of INC SWA BJS SSP CPI CPM PSP Others and

Total
union territory seats independents confestents
Andhra Pradesh 41 41 19 6 3 20 11 1 63 164
Assam 14 14 1 3 2 4 — 4 19 47
Bihar 53 53 25 48 34 17 2 32 104 315
Gujarat 24 24 21 — 2 — — 3 30 80
Haryana 9 9 2 7 5 3 2 1 38 67
Himachal Pradesh* 6 6 1 3 — 1 1 1 12 25
Jammu & Kashmir 6 6 — 3 - — — — 6 15
Karnataka (Mysore) 27 27 11 5 2 - 2 5 48 100
Kerala 19 19 3 4 3 3 9 1 19 61
Madhya Pradesh 37 37 2 32 11 6 — 15 71 174
Maharashtra 45 45 4 26 5 7 — 8 90 185
Manipur* 2 2 — — 1 1 — — 6 10
Nagaland 1 — — _ — - _ — 1 1
Orissa 20 20 17 2 2 3 — 5 16 65
Punjab 13 13 6 8 1 3 2 — 42 75
Rajasthan 23 22 14 7 3 3 1 1 65 116
Tamil Nadu (Madras) 39 39 8 4 — 7 5 1 63 127
Tripura®* 2 2 — — - — 2 — —_ 4
Uttar Pradesh 85 85 38 77 43 17 6 27 214 507
West Bengal 40 40 3 7 3 11 16 2 58 140
Andhra & Nicobar Islands 1 1 1 —_ - - — — 4 6
Chandigarh 1 1 1 1 e 1 — 6 10
Dadar and Nagar Haveli 1 1 1 1 - - 1 1 — 5
Delhi 7 7 —_ 7 2 — — — 30 40
Goa, Daman and Diu 2 1 — — — 1 — 1 13 16
Lakshdweep 1 — — — —_ - — — 5 5
Pondicherry I 1 — — - — —_ —_ 2 3

Total 520 516 178 251 122 107 61 109 1025 2,369
*Union territories in 1957, 1962 and 1967.
Contest According to Parties in Lok Sabha General Elections—1962
Name of state/ No. of Congress Communist Swatantra Praja Jana Sangh Socialist Qthers Total
union territory seats Socialist & IND contestents
Andhra Pradesh 43 43 20 20 1 8 —_ 47 147
Assam 12 12 4 — 8 — 2 15 41
Bihar 53 53 16 .43 32 13 24 52 233
Oujarat 22 22 — 14 6 5 1 20 68
Himachal Pradesh 4 4 - 2 — 2 — 3 Y
Karnataka (Mysore) 26 26 3 7 12 7 - 33 88
Kerala 18 14 14 1 4 4 — 13 50
Madhya Pradesh 36 35 3 5 19 28 14 55 159
Maharashtra 44 44 6 3 13 17 — 85 168
Manipur 2 2 1 — 1 — 2 5 1
Punjab 2 22 4 6 — 17 1 57 107
Rajasthan 2 2 3 10 - 11 {6 58 1 I'L
Tamil Nadu (Madras) 41 41 14 16 5 1 .2 73 152
-Tripura 2 2 2 - 1 — — 2 vl
Uttar Pradesh 86 86 18 33 43 74 51 133 443
West Bengal 32 32 ‘2‘1‘ 4 12 4 1 31 112
hi D —. 1 5 — 16
Del Total 493 o3 — 137 , \ 173 168 196 7 716 19§§

et
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