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EDITORIAL

The Wind of Change:

The language question which had stirred
violent agitations in different parts of the country
in 1967-68 is currently undergoing a silent
change. What precise shape it will take in
future it is yet oo early to predict, but one can
clearly feel the wind of change in the sphere
"of education. The language policy in education
started in 1967 with a veiled attempt to cli-
minate the study of Hindiin non-Hindi-speaking
States by stressing the language load of students
and sccking te offer relief by prescribing the
compulsory study of two languages only, the
regional language and English. It immediately
raised a vociferous clamour in the Hindi-
speaking arca and among politicians demand-
ing carly replacement of English by Hindi as the
national link language. The Education Ministry
suddenly discovered that ‘discretion is the best
part of valour’, quickly retraced its steps and
fell back on the carlier accepted policy (never
scriously implemented anywhere, particularly
in the Hindi-speaking States) of a three-language
formula. The decision was arrived at after a
show of many conferences with this group and
that, at the cost of the poor tax-payers’ money.
English was to be retained as a compulsory
language in higher  education, but a curious
phrase was coined to soothe the feclings of the
anti-English-wallabs, that it was to be treated
as a ‘library language’. All credit goes to the

ingenious person who coined this phrase. We
know that English will be studied for many
years to come  as a living and spoken language.

Recently a new policy has been enunciated,
giving more open importance to English in
higher education and seeking 1o slow down the
process of change from English to the regional
language as the medium of instruction up to
the highest level. The situation is yet nebulous,
but in view of the support given to the new
policy at a recent conference of Vice-Chancell-
ors it seems probable that English-baiting will
be checked. The Vice-Chancellors have emp-
hasised the need for retention of English as a
compulsory subject of study and while ad-
mitting the desirableness of an ultimate switch-
over to the regional language as the medium of
instruction they have advised caution in the
pace of change. The sum total of the decisions
arrived at is that English is to retain almost
its present position of importance, and although
on paper the regional Janguage is accepted as
the most suitable medium of instruction, English
is to continue for an indecfinite period as the
medium of instruction in science and technology
and also in a number of studies in humani-
ties.

It seems that the Vice-Chancellors were
over-cautious and spoke with their tongue in
the cheek. We have sympathy for them. Not
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knowing which way the wind w
wanted to play safe. What, how
obscrvers is the pli

as blowing, they
oAb by lhevcr,ticklcs outside
men  dirceting univchitics tf:e :I:fm]vz %lec-
the Education Ministry. They gave tlllS IC'S .
Jukewarm support to the old (policy ; S?}ntc
have no.w grven (o the new. Swimming wilh :}W
current is no doubt good at times, b .

wt the ic
would expect the Univcrsity ° Dublic

heads (¢

vou! ‘ $ to have (he

courageto regulate the current when needed. O )
.One

Canr?()'t put off’ firm decisions for cver, If

stability is o he established in our ed " 'any
system for at lcast half 4 century, 1 Uc“?llonal
be some consistent and clearcut dc’cisi;)cnl: a?;:)‘j:

the medium  of he .
> national
cducated clite.

. mstriction and
link-language of the

These decisions cannot e arrived at in
T M N . 1
isolation. of the academic world, as the .
- . . . N . ’ " al‘c
inscparably linked with appointinenty t(y
ministrative  services and  the use b
languages in administrative work, T
has already accepted, obviously ung
pressure, the principle of usin
languages in  its

of Indian
¢ U.PS.C.
er political
‘ g the regional
examinations ith
: : S, with y
chaotic conscquences  one can  easily { wha
b oresce,

] Hindi and English
tiorship 1s not clearly le’"ui(}:(?ugIﬁ tgf]r 1"("13-'
administration the regional language hc ?lalc
accepted as the official languag; but ita:S .
on paper and is most likely to rcm,ain s0 foxl‘s oy
years yet. To avoid further Confusio;l y
that both politicians and
that the 1

In the Union administration
will be used simultaneous

any
5 s time
academiciang rcalise
' anguage question must be segled :
all its aspects and not in isolated compar N

. . [l 1 : 5
and that indecision, e,

to avoid unpleasant gjy

. a-
on all occasions,

tions, is not a virtue

We x\'holc-hcartcdly approve of the

trend and hope that there ew

of wind again in the near ‘?‘lilllu?:LIl;&a (:¥1an.gc
the Education Ministry would C(‘)mc OWL wish
openly .with its firm decisions, after C(:li lln.0re
the political wing of the Government 'u: ‘;"g
the educationists would come 0u£ Vi’i‘tli t;\?t

ir

\’i(,’\\'S‘ more ])()1(“y lll'd.l). tk
ey had e o1
PaSL dOIIL mn lh()

The Forsaken Baby:

One of the

. . p1ous wishes put in the Consti-
tuton iy (e

50Ty primar llllm(lll.“linn of free and compul-

vy education within 15
tunately for e
cluded in the

ton but in (he

years, For-
Government, i1 was not i
operative parg ol the Constitils
o %c(*lifm '\\'hi('h wits intended as
x pression ol lofty ideals (o enthuse the
gc‘ncra(mn of the independence era, - Still
PV('()Plc hoped that at leay SOMEe s rious attempts
wou!d be made 1o mmplement the promise held
out in the Constitution. Nobody conld believe
that the haby could | ’
Other habics have
from time 10
secularism,

YTV ([lli“lly ]‘“l«\ilk('ll.
. been fondled and  nursed
tme, Hindi,  cowstanghier and
ey ])‘ul’ 1‘(jn.\pnl%t>ry primary (‘(h“"”'"‘m
named o fovsaken haby and people
authority rarcly even talk :\b‘m‘l .
‘ I'he Union Govermueny
It on the ground 1ha the
primary - cducation should |
lh(‘,.Slal(: Governments, Sinee
Union Government

cifecllvc control over

refuses 1o look at
responsibility for
e shouldered by

15osteadily ineveasing s
university,  college and
ary education. Nlthongh

ate subject; the Uni .
. .. jeet, the Union Ldu-
cation Mlmstry bas ¢

1ts pre-independence
numerous  ancillapey
the U, G, :

collegey

to somie extent second
education jg a St

xpandeds many  times

stze. Clhere are also
¢ - e N . . e "

C. Unive ,l.) {dl( s, . the largest being
. uversities, higher mstitntes and

‘ geta substaniil
rom  the Unigy  (

move,  however,

part ol their funds
sovermment, There s no
O vriman. _“xlvn(] simitlar  assistance
primary  education, |
(which s cert
visaged in (e
within  (}e

nbviously stre
sion, there

! college  education
aimly not hioher education as en-
Constitution) conld be brought
pul‘.\'i('w of Central grants by
] tching the Constitutional - provi-
assistance Cr)]:(kllm '"“il%f\n'why some financial
cation if the .I.l()t he given to primay cdu-
. 1 1 the desire was there, One would wish
il only a part of the '
mushroom grow
;‘:}%llll‘ll(ts and research hodies, seminars, con-
‘(’)'(:;‘(4(7* and summer schools could he diverted

1¢ more urgent need for primary cducation.

money that is spent on the
l'h of universities and colleges,

Independence the™

While the Centre has so unceremoniously
disclaimed the baby, the States are notinclined
cither to accept responsibility. Like the Ceniral
Government, the State Governments (of all
hues, white, pink or red) are also determined
o impress the public (and  incidentally to
capturc the votes of the politically conscious
and vocal sections) by doing big things —crea-
ting large universitics, vaising the salary scales
and  dearness allowance of college tcachers
and cxpanding  the administrative  personnel
in education. 'They sometimes talk about up-
grading sccondary cducation  although  they
have not e least desive o reduce the present
sharp caste distinction hetween school teachers
and college teachers, almostas sharp as between
(he Subordinate State Scrvice and the Indian
Administrative Service. But they have always
maintained a disereet sifence on the question
of compulsory primary cducation. ‘The  net
result is that the same classes which are favoured
and petted by the Central Govcr1uncnt.als()
reecive the most aflectionate attention ol the
State  Governments.  No wonder that such
pampering has led (0 a steady decline in stan-
dards. Iuany Pamily iff milk is in short supply,
the childeen get the first preference and 1ot
the adolescents or the full-grown. But in the
post-independence cra all the milk h'uS ‘)L‘,'ltll
given to the so-calfed higher cducauon. No-
body hothers about the forsaken baby.

The example set by the Union and State
Goverimengs 15 followed by non-oflicial  or-
ganisations also, maiy of which have crores
at their disposal. But they are also cqually
cnamourcd of “the grand and the spectacular.”
Many muscins, Librarics and veccarch institu-
Gons have been recently established i memory
ol political Jcaders, duplicating and triplicating
(he work done by carlier agencics; but there
was never a move to divert a part of the {unds
(o help the spread of primary cducation.
Multi-vohumed  biographies  of this or that
political leader, publication of speechies and
writings and colfection of their personal belong-
ings arc considered as the only worthy objects

to spend money on.
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The main Dmpediment in the way of the
implementation of the Coustitutional provision
about free and compulsory privary cducation
is not lack of funds but a wrong sense of values.
Until those who conwol polivcal maclhmery
and sociel structure come ta realise that no
grand superstructure can be raised  without
first strengihening the base, primary cducation
is destined to remain a forsaken haby.

DNB Project:

We are happy to note the inereasing interest
anong all sections in the Diclivnary of Nalional
Biography  Project. 'The  nadonal  imporvance
of the Project not only as a homage to the
makers of modern  India bhut also as a usclul
contribution 1o the process ol natonal ntcgra-
ton is now widely recognised. We are receiving
letiers of appreciation from all parts of  the
country which give us encouragement in onr
work and make us all the more cager o live
We take this
opportunity to thank those individuals and
institutions who have given us cncouragement,

up to the public expectations.

and we only hope that when we complete die
Project in 1971 we shall not disappoint theni.
With the active collaboration ol the most
renowned scholars and of the most emiment
public figures in the country, we fecl hopelul
about the success of the Project.

I Vol. VII noo 1 owe had published a list
of cminent persons who had agreed (o write
hiographical enwies Jor the DNB“Ihe hist
is quite Inpressive, representing all the politieal
partics, non-political associations and all shades
of opinion. Since then the list has been ston-
gihened by many later addivons, the most
prominent being: Mr M. C. Sctalvad {forner
Attorney-General of Indiay, Mr. Prank Moracs
(Editor-in-Chicf. Indian Express:, Mo €O B
Gupta Chict’ Minister of Uttar - Pradesh),
Mr.  Kamlapati Tripathi  (Deputy Chief
Minister of Ttar Pradehe, Mo Lo Acharya
(Finance Minister, Luar Pradesh;, Mr. Jawar
Hussain (Finance Minister, Bilavy, Mo Ajoy
Kumar Mukherjee (Chicl Minister ol West
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Bengal), Mr. Tushar Kantj Ghosh (Editor
Anmrita Bazar Patrika) and Mr., Sudhangs;
Kumar Bose (Editor, Hindusthan cStandard)

It is most gratifying to get such wide co-
operation from different sections,

"The progress of work is also
We have received nearly ha
ready from our contributors,
processed. The remaining entri
come in by October.
a final check-up of t

quite satisfactory.
If the ~entries al-
They are being
€s are expected to
In December we shall have
he names before the Dictjo-

nary Volumes are

In spite of the succe
we are still worried abo
We. have made fresh a
Union and State Gov
has been tncouraging

ssful progress of work,
ut the financial deficit.
ppeals for grangs o the
ernments. The response
> but swe shall not be

yet hopeful (hat th

c Projcct to be
stage for sy ¢ al

€ country will not

andoned in the fing
‘ ¢ final
ch a sma) deficit, )

made ready for the press.

MADRAS STATE ARCHIVES

THiRU S. SINGARAJAN

(Director, Madras Stale Archives,)

Madras is a familiar name to historians,
administrators and archivists throughout the
world. Madras has been  complimented by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as the ‘Intellectual
Gapital’ of India and the Government of Madras
had Dbeen praised universally as the “best
administered State in India™. It is self cvident
that the Madras State Archives is one of the
best organised Avchives in India. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, the (irst President of the Indian Republic,
who visited (his Archives had stated that this
Archives had a chequered history. The archival
¥ioldings of the Government of Madras, pre-
served in the Madras State Archives reflect
the truth that Madras had carned a reputation
in all the periods and this is truc also of the
modern period, as scen from the days of Chen-
nappa Naick, the days of the Dutch, the French
and the EnglisR. How Madras changed hands
and f{inally came under the sway of the English
forms the back ground for the history of Madras.
The history pertaining (o South East Asia,
the Factory of Beugal, the administration of the
Lnglish Scttlements in the Middle East and
Bombay are reflected in the records of Madras.
Along with Surat and Bantang, Madras had
been one of the vital trade centres for the
English. The Government of Madras had
the fortunate association of many brilliant ad-
ministrators from the days of Clive and
Dupleix down to the many reputed states-
men of our time. The records created by
Clive, Munro, Bentinck, Harris, Trevelyan and
a host of others make an illuminating ground
for the study of the history of Madras and India.
‘The records relating to the reforms of Lord
Ripon, the inception of the Congress, the
movement of Tilak for Swaraj, the work of

My Annie Besant for Home Rule Movement,
the birth and growth of the Justice Party and the
rise of Non-Brahmin Movement along with the
awakening of the Depressed Classes up to the
present day, are some of the subjects which are
suggestive of the wide canvas, which depict the
variety and richness of the collection in the
Madras State Archives. Thus, it forms part of
the residivum of vibrant national movements
and the administrative measuves of the Govern-
ment in this period.

History: During the 17th century, Madras
was a small city ruling over a few scattered
factories and coastal settlements. The East
India Company, though it originally slarted
as a trading organisation, by force ol cvents,
began to interfere in the internal politics of the
country and in consequence acquired vast
territorics in  India. The ecxpansion of the
territories of the Company led to many changes
in the administrative policy and gradual
increase in the business of the Government.
In consequence the records of the Government
began  to  accumulate  beyond  bounds. The
East India Company began to function {rom
the Fort (Fort St. George) {rom 1639 and regular
rccord series began from 1670, The oldest
English record in Madras i1s a letter dated
9-11-1670 received to the address of “Our
Agent and Councell® in Fort St. George”. The
increasing accumulation of records made the
Government  devise  ways and means for
their custody and preservation. Ir the carliest
days there was no settled office for the Sceretary

b Earlier records are available in India Office, London,
and scme of these have been abridged and published in
“Bruce’s Annals” London, 1810.
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and as such the records were preserved in
chests in the Council Chambers in the Fort
House. Later on when a room was allotted for
the Secretary the records were prebably trans.
ferred there. In 1754, the Scerctariat was
divided into two branches, cach: of which
kept its own records. The arrangement conti-
nued Gl 1805, In that year L¥rd William
Bentinck centralised the records which were
till then scattered in the variens departments
of the Secretariat and placed them in charge
ol a special establishment, to look afiey 1iIC
rceords, to arrange then properly and to issyc
them prompily on requisition to various depart-
ments for reference. Tn 1821 it was brought to
the notice of the Government by lhck Civil
Architeet that the buildings were decayed and
white ants were attacking the alinirahs, The
records were therefore moved into the rooms
on the first floor of the Sccretariat in 1823,
In 1825 they were shified into the Pillar Go-
downs of the Scerctariat Buildings.

In 1637, a year previous to the passing of
the Public Record Oflice Act of 1838 in England
the Government noticed the great incnuvcnicncg
arising from the immense accumulation of
Public records in the principal offices of the
Presidency and found it difficult to provide
accominodation for their receipt and custody
as the velume inercased. They therefove ap-
pointed Mr. George Garrow, a member of the
Civil Service, o arrange the records and to
make “a sclection of such papers as may,
without risk of detviment o individuai or
public interests and without diminixhing' the
stock of valuable historical information ‘whi(:h
they contain, be destroyed as uscless.” 1e
cxamined the Public Consuliations Volumes
from 1677 to 1710 and the connected original
bundles but he does not seeni to have I‘CCO\I'(IC(I
the result of his rescarches. In 1858 M., W.
Huddleston, a member of the Civil Serviee,
commissioncd to continue the work under an
agreement sanctioned by the Court ()I‘Di;'cclors
in 1855, He, however, performed this work
for a short period. The Governnent finally
entrusted the work to Mr. Talboys Wheeler,

was

l?‘ofsfssor of Logic and Mental Philosophy,
11'0-“1(1011(131 College, Madras in 1860, 1le ex-

amined the records from 1672 to 1834 and T

embodied the results of his Tabour in his ~Iland
PO(?k to Madras Records™ printed in 1861,
I‘Iu.s, book, though it deseribes in some detail the
various subjects dealt withh under each class
: was primarily aimed al selecting
ascuments [rom the mass of records, Following
the Wheeler's Handbook some selections from
oldest Madras Records from 1670 to 1681 were
published by Mr. Huddleston in 1471-73.
In 1890 the Governmen
offer to continue

of records,

aceepted Mr. Pringle’s
. the  seleetions, e issued
s‘clcclums from Diary and Consultation Book
from 1681 upto 1694 and also publications in
extemso of ) and G of of 1682-85

=00,

In 1888 the cecords were again moved into
,1130 ground floor of the Scerctariag huildings.
I'he administration ofthe records was continued
as a part of the Sceretari
charge of an officer dest
Record Kceper

at work under the
gnated somctines ilﬁ,‘
and sometines  as Su])cl'ill'
tcndfnt of the General Record Department.
Spcecial report or sclections lyased on records
were prepaved by appointing ofl-cers specially
for the purpose. But tl]_vst‘:

beoinmi X were only  the
begmning of ]y e

ness. This arp: (.!jd““ of ”H.'“E'w (~(nn<('i()u.s-

v Soarrangoment continued to bhe In
operation until 1909 when a separate olliee,
popularly ‘kmm'n as Madras Record Oflice,
W'fxs ‘)_l:g'clllls‘cd with the required complenient
ol stall” and a 1 Hedged officer as Liead ol the
()f]if'(:: Mr. (.M, Schmidt, (
Chiel Stccr«tarim, held oflice in 1909-11 as
h(:a’(l (,1'1110 Madras Recopd Office with the
designation “Oflicer  in charge of Madras
I{C(‘,()l’d.()”i(lc.“ Lo 1974, My g1 Dodwell of
the Indian Educational Service wag appninlcd
}(? 1}19 post with {he designation “*Clurator”.
I'he Government have now re-naned Madras
Rcmf‘d Oflice ag Madras State Archives and
redesignated the Gurator as Director ef Archives.
Madras State hag assurned hier new nomen-
clature “"Tamilnad.,” and the State Archives

l as assunn ‘(1 R | ame at ll[(](lu
las S C ll C 1w na

l an
MlClll\/LS .

Registrar ol the

Collections: The recordsof the various De-
partments of the Seerctariat, hoth confidential

syand non-confidential, from 1670 down to 19633

all the records of various departments ot the
Board of Revenue from 1786 down to 19573
all important scries of Survey records: all the
records of (he District Collectors from the
carliest times o 18575 the pre-Mutiny records of
the District Courts: and (he recordsof the defunct
departments are centralised here. Besides.records
in Dutch, Danish, Persian and Maratla, arc
also housed in this Archives. The strong room
documents sneh as docunments of the land
morigage banks, co-operative societics, b()}](]x‘
and agreements are centralised in this oflice.
The clectoral rolls from 1961 to 1969, all the
books published in various lnnguagcs. zmd‘
registered under the Press and Registrauon of
Books Act, 1867 arc also prcscrvcd here.

The pre-Mutiny records admit hroadly the

following classification :

1. Clonsultations.
2. General Letters.
3. Country Correspondence.
4. Special Correspondence and Minutes.
3. Special Consultations.
6. Consultations and Correspondence con-
neeted with outstations.
7. Negotiations with Forcign Powers and
Treatics.
8. Commitiees on Finance.
Q. Committees and Procecdings as regards
individuals.
10. Miscellancous Letters.
{1. Reports.
12. Journals and Narratives.
13. Political Intelligence.
14. Law, Justice and Police.
15. Records respecting establishiments,
16. Cowle Books, Registers ol grants, Land
Clustoms, ctc.
[7. Returns.
18. Memorials and Petitions.
19. Covenants and Qaths.
20. General Standing Orders.
21. Gazettes and Newspapers.
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The consultations comprise a full record of
the formal consultations of the President and
Council at ™Madras from the year 1672, The
carly procecdings are in the nature of chro-
nicles. At that time all the events of the colony,
commercigl, political and administrative were
recorded in the same series, though in later
years some of the misccllancous matters came
to be recorded separately. The General Letters
are  letters interchanged between the Govern-
ment of Madras and the Board of Dircctors in
England. Those “to Bogland” contain full in-
formation respecung the affaivs of this Presi-
depey and those “from England” contain the
instructions of the Board of Directors and its
approval or non-approval of the Government
Procecdings, They are iuvested  with  consi-
derable interest, besides possessing high literary
value. The “Country  Correspondence”  com-
prises the whole of the correspondence which
passed  between  the Military  and  Political
Deparements with  the native  powers  {rom
1753 1o 1629 and its hisiorical mmportance
need not be difated upon. The special corres-
pondence and minutes contain correspondence
with the Preuch. The relatonship with the
Prench, Surajood  Dowla,  Monichand, Mir

Jallar, Omichand, Muhanimad All and others

can be gleaned from  them. ‘These  special
correspondence include correspondence on wars
with Tippu, Land Sculement of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa, Poligar Wars, Mysore and Mah-
ratta  affairs, Clive's defence of his adminis-
tration, private debts of the Carnatic Nawab
and general administtation of territories scized
from the Dutch. Special consnliations refer to
special  oceurrences which are of historieal
value, Cession of the Northern Circars, Mr.
Huamphrey’s deperiaton for having published
revolutionary articles in the "Herald of India’
cdited by him and his cscape, collision he-
tween the Government and the Supreme Court,
Madras Government Bank  and  expedidons
and mmtinies, correspondence connected  with
outstgtions and negotiations with forcign powers,
need no  deseription. ‘Committees and Pro-
ceedings as regards individualy’ throw light
on corruption, indiscipline, mischicf ete, The
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Miscellaneous Letters contain letters of minor
importance not recorded in the Consuliation.
‘The Reports contain information® on troops,
zamindaries, export, secrecy,  botanical re-
ports and the like. Journals and narratives are
journals of Military Proceedings and other
similar records and contain accounts of Revolu-
tion in Bengal (1757), narrative of &oyages and
an account on Hindus, etc. Political intellj
gence, Law, Justice and Police, Cowle Books,
Registers of Grants, Land Customs, Memorials
and Petitions, Covenants and oaths, Generai
Standing Orders and Gazettes and Newspapers
explain themselves.

Post Mutiny Records.

The arrangement is Departmental and chro-
nological. The records of each department
cantain informatipn on as many subjects as the
department had dealt with. It is difficult to
indicate them in a short note. But the names of
the Departments themselves under which the
records are classed would give a broad idea of
the subjects themselves.

A list of holdings is given elsewhere.

Non-Secretarial Records which are a good sowrce
Materials. The records of the Eoard of Revenue,
District Collectors, Mayor’s Court, the Dutch
Records, the Persian records, the Danish
Records, the FFactory Records etc. are classified
as non-Sccretariat records. The records of the
Board and the District Collectors give a mine
of detailed infermation about the local condi-
tions and the day to day administration of the
district which are not obtainable among the
Sccretariat records. The records of the Mayor’s
Gourt give valuable information on the early
administration of judicial practices in Madras,
The Dutch occupied Cochin and the Danish
Tranquebar in the Madras Presidency. The
records left by them contain good material
for authentic history, The Persian revords
mirror the internal administration and the
correspondence of the Nawab of the Carnatjc
during the eighteenth century and as such

contain good source material. Among the hooks
registered at the oflice of the Registrar of
Books which arc in about 17 Janguages, a min€ -
of published information relating to lustory,
sociology, religion, science, polivics cte, can
be collected for those interested in any parti-
cular subject, besides providing material foy the
study of linguistics, the growth of contenip-ora-
vy literature cte.,

Buildings: The archival building, specially
designed and buil( in Madras, is the hest in
India. They are situated in No. 6. Gandli
Irwin Road, Egmore. The  Administrative
Block and six records blocks were constructed
in 19091 the Seventh Record Block was built
in 1938. Each of the Record Blocks js 10 fect
wide and 120 feet long. All the buildings arc of
solid construction and arc situate
compound in a more or legs q
Egmore. Some idea of e capacity ol the
Record Blocks can e obtained when it is
stated that their floor area is more than 50,000
square feet and their stack arca more tha
1,60,00 cubic feet, Special arrangements have
been made in thesc Blocks 1o provide proper
shelving, plenty of light and ventilation and
effective protection against insect pests, theft
and outbreaks of fire, In the okder Block
record racks,

dina spacious
uiet locality in

s the
both the upright and shelves,
are wholly made of galvanized iron and polished
teak wood; in the new Blocks the racks arc
made of iron uprights and (cak wood shelves,
since wood is kinder to records and climinates
all danger of ryst, sweating and buckling. Al
iron racks arc painted white. The racks arc
as a rule 3 feet deep, 10 to 15 feer feng and 22
feet tall. Except Block 7 which liag two floory
in all Blocks the tall racks are partitioned into
three scctions by two floors of iron
constructed above the ground floor. This pro-
vides good vertical ventilation and hght,
In all Blocks the racks are arranged on cither
side of a 7 fect wide central passage and a(
right angles to it, leaving a sub-passage, 3 feet
wide between cach rack; and cach of these
sub-passages, both on the ground floor and
on the upper tiers, is lighted by a window.

gratings

The cengrl passage in the Block is purposcly
Made wide 1o allow the records being casily
hc*“'l‘icd on tollies to any part of the ground
floor; and 1he gratings above the ground floor
¢ provided with man-holes through which
the records can be taken to the upper tiers more
Cf““Y than by the
ither end of the Gers.

staircases provided at

There are on the whole more than 1,000
Windows iy the Blocks. Additonal ventjlation
s sceureq by ceiling the exhaust fans and cowle
Ventilators, Saye in one Block, which is specially
fitteq with crystal windows of reinforced glass,
the Windows in all the Blocks on both the ground
floor ang the upper tiers are fitted with glazed
Shutters and iron bars. As an additional pro-
tection o the grommd  Hloor windows are pro-
vided with steel shutters, ‘The walls of the
B.l()ck“ I most cases are covered with glazed
tiles 1o prevent dust, damp, and danger of
{Vhi,c ants; and the floors are made of cement
Onerele  op Cuddapah  slabs. The  joinings
of the wayg and floors both in the Blocks and in
the Corridors are rounded off with cement to
pr?v‘c“l eracks and entry of white ants and to
facl!uatc clearing, All the buildings are watched

Uring night and out of office hours by aresident
du‘_'w;m and a:\ Assistant Durwan and  their
C;:):ig i‘\m cheeked withy (e help of a tell-tale
ot[lu‘.C“t ,l‘}'%' enfrances to the Blocks ‘:md ‘at
Zine, ml'l‘\( nent places ;u‘_c kc!)t h;m.d-iu-}:l (,l%_.
ang l’);“‘;('\“’f’ I’_‘““l’r“, chemical hx‘m:xungmsh‘uﬁ
are pr().v't;h‘ of SZ}nd z‘md water. All lh’c BIOI{ITT
Cscapes ,li ;d'lw“ll rondoors and iron lire
P‘)und‘ '1‘,~ l‘(l ‘1‘1 round the Bln(‘k\s in the (i(m:-,
C()Iln(x:t(ch 10““"(1 ilflunnl)vr of fire hyfh,dx.‘f
ydrangs o ‘”, the city .w;ucr supply. l‘lu;(:
public (ir; :: m.(cndv,(l.(:lm-(ly for the use 0,[ li .u,
an cmm.gc“cng}lmzs wlm'hf‘em he summrn,l(:l( ‘I.“.
are algo la"rg():’ S:y means of the Lcl.cp}.mnc. i {11(;1.(,
Compoun, 'I‘l.“\dtl(: water t;u}kn{xsulc the ,0‘ ‘1(.1,?

* Whole gl of the oflice is

rcgulal'ly tra; .
. amed iy w of the fire fichting
Cquipmeny, 1 wie of Elm fire fig g

-

,I'h(: "
a5 a mo

2

ill i .- . »

"1 Nady Avchives buildings stand
1 ‘ :

Hment 1o e pionecring work at
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1 ) ~ords oy oy
scicntific preservation of records and are perhaps
the best Archival buildings in India.

Staf". The Director is the h(:a(} of the oflice.
He ishaxxi\wd by one Assistant Director {Gazet-
tedi and a complement of ministerial and non-
ministerial staff such as ?upcnnt.cndcnt (H
Research Assistant 1} Ofiice Assistants (3},
Assistants (L1, Clerks (6, Typisis\ {3), Steno-
typist (17, Binders (27, Menders (_21){, Alle.ndcrs
(Rccord Clerks, [+t Durwan (1), Assistant
Durwan (1}, Duffadar 1), Peons (4), Gardener
(1), Sweeper “, and Sanitary Warker (1),

Mending and Binding: Onc o1 the impor-
tant specialitics of 1his oftice 15 that of mending
[4 [ PAYY < .
and  reconditionng dnm;\gedy reco; (ls: The
Tamil Nadu Archives has perfected, this art

cndi ork in Madras is acclaimed
and the mending work a

as the best in the counu'y.

The office has mended and reconditioned a
10 € : ! ' A
yumber of manuscript volumnes of

very large | in bundles. All the

weords and  Ioose files n
;Tfl‘t:i:f:\ :{} the Secretariat records ﬁ‘o.n‘l"l‘() }(‘) to
400 and many volumes of the same sulu s1 lorg
1800 1o 1837 have alrcady been mended an

1as alo mended and re-bound

e-hound. Tt 1 | anc oun
o e District records,

ods ‘olumes of
hundreds of vo ‘ o s
ords 0 an

the Mavor's Gourt Records, the Duu‘h
anish 3 S a4 larec number of maps,
Danish records and a g >
‘ The District Court records and the

i N e,
plans, < have also

alunics
Regisration Deparinn it VOInes :
; i 1 It is now c¢ngaged In
been mended in fall Tias gag
e
ine and reconditionng
mending an : . he
Seeretariat, the Board of Revenue and ot
Se b s o . oner
h of the period 1608 to 1457 and in flatten
OHICCN € X A ] \ .
ing and repairing all folded fites in the lmnd% ,
ing ¢ armg i the bund’e
Inam Vair Registers cie. Tis also upfux;g
' ‘ . e C
all the damaged Government Orders of th
N ] 1 it takes particular care

hie records of the

: Tl anc
modern period tar
to see that no records are sent out on !Lqumtxoz
O S¢ It ) ’ ' o

unless they arce fit for handling. All latt

files awe pravided with manilla dockets ami
‘ ) s 1 Fadl ".I’

Al mended volumes are re-hound 1 green @

[4

canvas or cloth covers.

Retirement of Records: The Scerctariat
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Departients retain 4 years records including
th? cuarrent year and transfer the *rest to th{s
office. The Board of Revenue retains thelast 10
years records and transfers the rest to the office
yearly.,
L]

'I.‘raining Centre: Tamil NadugArchives has
traincd many in Archives Keeping and ip
mending and binding of the old records. Thes
include persons deputed from the Government
offices of this State and also from other States
Students of Library Science of the Universitic;
of Madras and Mysore regularly visit thi;
office every year for observational study. Advic;:
on preservation of records are also given to

v . . - a
number of institutions.

Centre for Research: Onc of the important
dutics of the offige is to throw the records open
for historical rescarch. The records of the last
50 years are treated as current records and the
rest are thrown open for bona fide historical
rescarch. Even among the current records
those that have been placed at the disposal of
the press have been thrown open for research.
Rules for the grant of permission, and supply of
records ctc. have also been framed by the
Government. Facilities are available to get
copics of the records required by these who
cannot undertake the examination of records
I person on payment of a moderate se

: ek arch
{te aud transeription charges;

A the scarch and
arapscription in such cases are undertaken by
this oflice. In order 1o ensure that the permission
granted to consult the records for bhonafide

historical research s not misnsed, the Rest arcl

. ‘ . o S
Students are required 1o submit ne fes, extract$

cte., taken by them to the Diector o his
serutiny and refease, The Divcctor has beeit
given full discrction (o withhold such portions
of the notes as are rrelevant and ohje (jonable
on public grounds, Many scholinx and l'ni\'(.‘l"
sity students hailing front diftoranr Univasities
both in India aned abroad attend s ofitce 1O do
research.,

In order to encourage and assist historical
rescarch, the office has published lists of records
from 1670 to 1800, Guides to District Records
for all the Districty up to 1845, Calendars for
certain serics of records from 1710 to 1769,
Cempendia on certain subjecis, Catalogues for
the books registered at the Offiee ol the Registral
of Bocks. Publications in extenso have beent
issued for all the volumes from 167010 1700 and
they are proposed (o he issued for the F“"i(’d
from 1751 to 1765 also. T'he pubiications 8¢
far issued will be found in appendix B ((‘.MELA
logue).

Modernisation: The increasc in e volume
of records held by this Avchives, nearly b
million files, 6 lakhs of hooks agid rome  thous
ands cf large sized volumes, hay necessitated 1110.
need o employ  the modern techniques ol
preservation. This aichives has therefore now
on hand proposals for machine lamination
vacuum fumigation, vacuum cleaning, micros
ﬁ_lming and  cxpansion of jescarch facili-
Lies,

AUGUSTIN OF BORDEAUX AND HIS RELATIONS WITH
THE MUGHAL COURT (1612-1632)

Dr. R, Narit

(Aaro Universiiy; .

A Frenchiman, named Augustin (or Austin)
who was a native of Bordcaux is one of the
most controversial figures of medieval Indian
history.  What part he actually played  at
the Mughal cowrt during the reign of Jabhangir
and  Shah Jehan, s a  question  which
has puzzled students and scholars of Mughal
Bistory.  Three roles have heen attributed to

him,

(1) That he was the designer of the Taj
and other marble palaces of Shah Jchan;

(2) That it was he who introduced and
superintended the inlay work which was
called “pictra dura’ or Ilorentine inlay;
and

[

(3) That he was a jewcller who was cm-
ployed to work on gold thrones and
other gold and silver works during the
reigns of these two Mughal Ewmperors.

(a) Augustin as an architect?

The idea that Augustin was the designer of
the Taj and other buildings of Shah Jchan was
suggested Dby Sleeman (Lt Gol. WL H.) in
the first half of the 19th century.t He identified
him with Ustad Isa, the popularly accepted
architect of the Taj.? His fantastic hypothesis
is not corroborated by any other source,
Persian or Furopean, and scems o be oo
imaginative (o be eredible. The Mughal archi-
tecture as iy revealed in the buildings of Shah
Jehan had developed gradually and some of its
featurcs could be traced as far back as the

ancient Hindu period. The Taj-Mahal's plan
was not an isolated phenomenon or a mira-
culous hit of an architcctural genius. It marks
the perfect moment in the evolution of Mughal
architecture; it 1s the culmination of an art
epoch which began with Akbar, That it derived
inspivation from carlicr examples is too apparent
a fact to be denied. The tomb of Huniayun
built around 1565 had a plinth of 227 height
and an octagonalised-square plan. Eyven an
carlier tomb at Agra which is assigned to the
reign of Ibrahim Lodi (1517-1526) had a
similar chambered plan and detached kiosks
at the angles of its plinth. Minarels appeared
on the southern gateway of Akbars tomb
(1605-127 and in an attached form at the tombh
of Tunad-ud-Daulalt (1622-26) and that of
Jahangir  (1628°. The architect of the Taj
drew his fundamentals from these carly tombs
and no doubt, it was he who worked out the
details. Wooden models scem to have been
prepared beforchand upon which such details
were  perfected.® Shah Jehan had his own
idcas and seems to have plaved an hmportant
part in the finalisaton of the plan of the Thaj.
Its origin thercfore cannot be ascribed to the
mvention  of a single master-mind —-least of
all to a forcigner who could not have been
acquainted with the art waditions of the country.
It is as much wrue of Augustin as of Veroneo.?
Marshall aptly rejected such assumptions, “It
is inconceivable that a European, like Veronco,
imbued as he must have been with the tradi-
tions¢of the Renaissance, could have so com-
pletely  divested himself of  those  traditions
and could have entered so mtimately into the
spirit of an alien style as to create not only a
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masterpiece in that style, but one that is true
to it in every essential detail,”’s
Besides, in his own letters Augustin mentions
himself only as a jeweller at the Mughal court,
as shall be discussed hercafter. He docs not
mention at all his involvement in the designing
of the buildings. Sleeman ohserved that “Shah
Jehan had commenced his own témb on the
opposite side of the Jumna; and both were to
have been united by a bridge. The death of
Austin de Bordcaux and the wars between
his sons that followed prevented the completion
of thesec mangificent works.””¢ But this is only
a fanciful presumption. Augustin was at Chauyl
ncar Bombay on 9th March 1632, as his letter
mentioned hercafter records. He was on the
way to Goa and there or at Cochin he died,
most probably the same year, The foundationg
of the Taj had hardly been completed in March
1632; thus Sleemian’s observation appears to
be unhistorical. Many Europeans of early 19th
century who werc maltreated by the natives
or who underwent the tortures of the Indian
climate or who fought bitter battles with its
people had a Dbiased attitude and were not
prepared to admit that thesc semi-savage,
superstitious, illiterate, medieval people could
be so artistically advanced. Hence they at-
tributed cverything that was beautiful and
graccful in Indian architecture to Europeans.
In the absence of any support Sleeman’s
observation is not acceptable. As a matter of
fact he himsclf was not sure of his analysis,
as he later commented, “I would not be thought
very positive upon this point. I think I am
right but feel that T may be wrong.”?

(b) Augustin as an Inlayer?

Another theory was introduced by Manrique,
It was that Augustin introduced the Florentine
pictra dura into India and that it was he who
worked on the inlaid marble plaques at the
Diwan-i-am of thc Declhi Fort. This theory
was popularised by Slceman and others.
Slecman held the view that the figure of
Orpheus depicted on onc of the plaques was a

representation of Augustin of Bordeanx him-
self. This it seemed to him had heen pcrmillcd
by Shah Jchan in the same way that he had
allowed Amanat Khan Shivazi the calligrapher
to inscribe his name on the Taj gate.

Fergusson, the pioncer-scholar and onc of
the most renowned authoritics of  Indian
architecture, wag particularly convinced in this
respect. He designated the art as a mosaic in
‘pictro-duro’ (or pictra—dura) and maintained
that “in the carly part of the 17th century
Ttalian  artists, principally, apparently from
Florence, were introduced into India and
taught the Indians the art of inlaying marble
with precious stones. No instance of this mode
of decoration occurs so far as I know in the
reign of Akbar; but in that of Shah Jchan it
became the leading char
anfi l?otll his palaces and his tombs owe heir
PrlnCIpaI distinction to the beauty of the mode
in which this neyw invention was employed.””
The confidence which Vergusson placed in this

acteristic ol the style

theory may better he assessed by the study OF/

his footnote in the same

the fac.t scems hardly now to e doubted, no
very direct evidence has yet been adduced
to prove that it was to forcig
artists that the Indians owe the
In precious stones gener

fpetro-duro’. Austin or Augustine de Bordcaux
Is t.h.c only Europcan artist whose name can
Positively be identified wid, any works of the
class, He certainly  wag

Jehan at Delhj and cxec
Orpheus or
Raphacl’s

conncction, “Although

1—lorentine—

art of inlaying
1 .

ally known as work in

cmployed by Shah
uted  that mosaic of
Apollo playing to the beasts, after
Picture, which once adorned  the
throne there, and is now in the In
at South Kensington.y [ is, however, hardly
to be expected thay natives should record the
names of those whe surpassed  them in their
own arts; and ncedy Italian adventurers were
even less likely (o
recording the works they exceuted in
and forcign country. Ilad
liv?d at the comts of Jahangir or Shah Jehan
wrl'ttcn a book, he might have recorded the
artistic prowess of his countrymen but

dian Muscum

a strange
any Italian who

none

have an opportunity of

such so far as T am aware has yet seen light,
The internal evidence, however, seems com-
plete. Upto the erection of the gates to Akbar’s
tomh at Sccundra in the first ten years of
Jahangir’s reign, AD. 1605-1615, we have
infinite. mosaics ol coloured marble but no
specimen of ‘Inlay’. In Tt-mad-Doulah’s tomh
A.D. 1615-1628, we have both systems in great
perfection. In the Taj and palaces at Agra
and Dclhi built by Shah Jehan AD. 1628-
1668, the mosaic has disappeared being entirely
supplanted by the ‘inlay’. It was just before
that time that the system of inlaying called
pictro-duro was invented and became  the
rage at Florence and in fact all throughout
Europc and we know that during the reign of
the two last-named monarchs many Ttalian
artists were in their service quite capable of
giving instruction in the new art.”!? V. A,
Smith closcly followed Fergusson and main-
tained an identical opinion.™ “I'he lorentine
pictra dura inlay,” he observed, “a revival of
the ancient Roman opus scctile first appears

'vlvaccording to Major Cole in the Vabbrica

Ducab built by Terdinand 1, Grand Duke of
Tuscany in 1558, The carlicst certain Indian
examptles being considerably later in date and
identical in technique, a strong presumption
arises that the art must have been introduced
into India from Italy,12

Fergusson noticed  the examples of inlay
work first at the Tomb of Tunad-ud-Daulah,
he did not notice it uttfortunately at the tomb
of Akbar (1603-12), Tlere we come  across
carlier examples of both types ol mosaie, the
tesscllated  and  the  inlaid. Inlay  technique
has  heen cmployed  pronouncedly  on the
spandrels of the arches but even more sucess-
fully on the d

) ado slabs of the second storey
o '

the  western false gateway, Three such
dados haye survived which have inlaid borders
exac.tly on the sanie technique and in the same
motifs as are mot with ot the tomh of Ttmad-
ud-Daulal,, Musanunan Buj in Agra Fort
and on a more refined scale @t the Taj-Mahal.

Jami Masjid of Fatchpur Sikii finished in
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1571 has even earlier examples of inlay with
bold patterns, particularly on the central
archway of the sanctuary and on the gibla
wall. Delhi-gate and Jahangirimahal in the
Agra Fort built between 1563 and 1569 have
examples of true inlay. The Tomb of Humayun
at Delhi also has inlay specimens. Mosaic
work on the central archway of the Qila-i-
Kuhna mosque at Dethi (1542} is also techni-
cally inlaid. The only difference between these
carly inlaid cxamples and the Taj inlay is that
of the motifs and the scale—the technique all
the time remained the same,

The earliest examples of inlay are not, as
Fergusson and others fancifully presumed, at
the tomb of Itmad-ud-Daulah but at Mandu
and at Sadri. The mausolewn in the Ashrafi
Mahal aparunents and at the TO\\'(‘,I“ of Victory
constructed about 1430 at ‘the former

place
had patterns

mlaid  with choice stones, 3
Almost simultancously the inlay style had heen
resorted to in the Chaumukhi Jain Temple at
Ranpur in Sadri Pass in the Jodhpur State, 14
Here rare stones as cornclian and agate had
been used. There is no doubt that the art of
inlay developed from these carly heginnings;
the Mughals added their own motifs and
exccuted it in precious stones. They developed
it and 1t was under their patronage that the
art reached to such a high degree of perfection.

The hypothesis has not been supported by
any other source, Persian or European, con-
lcn’\pm‘ary or later. The marble plaques in the
throne chamber of the Diwan-i-am in the Red
Fort Delhi,
plaving on the lute, are the sole examples in

one of which depiets Orpheus

India of this particular art and were undoul)(cdly
imported readv-made from Flovence, ' in (le
same way as cdass was procured from ;\h‘ppo
for the cmbelli-hoem of the Shishi-Mahal,
The extreruely deep black and imely grained
marble of these plagues §s ni procurable in
Indig and is guerricd in Lialy only.'s Not
only the plagues bur alwo the inlaid stones, the
designs and the method are typically Italian
so much so that part ofiheir restoration could
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only be done in Florence. On the basis of
these findings Marshall concluded that “they
were not only designed but actuaily executed
in an Italian studio and afterwards imported
into the country.”!?” His view was confirmed
by Signor Menegatti, a Florentine mosaicista
and a practical expert of the art, whose services
were utilised by the Department of Archaeo-

logy when these panels were restored between
1906 and 1909.18

E. B. Havell rcjected the theory of a Floren-
tine origin of the Mughal inlay art!?; he noted
that, “on technical grounds it is difficult to
understand  why a Irench goldsmith and
jeweller should be made responsible for inlaid
stone work similar in technique but totally
different in design to Florentine pietra dura.” 20
He maintzined that the art developed in India
indigenously and the solitary instance at the
Diwan-i-am of Dclhi fort must have been
imported rcady-made. Percy Brown also agreed
that this plaque was imported from Florence
and ‘““as a choice work of art was incorporated
by the Indian artisan in his ornamental scheme
just as a picce of exotic brocade might be
included in a patch work quilt.”’2t In his
opinion the foreign influence in medieval
India “‘was confined almost entirely to the
field of the minor and applied arts, the cffect
on the architecture being of little consequence
owing mainly to its inhcrent constitutional
vigour.”?? The nomenclature ‘pictra-dura’ to
signify the Mughal art of inlay thus appears to
be a misnomer. It developed as much indi-
genously as the carved dados in the interior of
cenotaph-hall at the Taj-Mahal.

Besides, most convincingly, Augustin in his
own letters mentions himself only as a jeweller
and as an engincer cxpert in counterfeiting
precious stoncs and making gold and silver
articles. He never mentions himsclf as an
inlayer in marble. There is thus no reasen to
lay any credit to the hypothesis that the inlay
of the Mughal architecture owes its origin to
Augustin,

Bernier, the famous French

(¢) Augustin the jeweller and an expert in
counterfeiting precious stones

In all probability, Augustin was a Jeweller
and was employcd during the reign of Jahangir
to work on golden thrones and other movable
furniture. He had come (o India about 1612,28
with John Midnall or Mildenhall, the sclf-
styled English ambassador to the Mughal
court. He had accompanied Midnall from
.Persia, was with him at Lahore and Agra and
1t was in his house at Ajmer that Midnall died
in June 1614; Midnall had appointed him his
executor and had left his wealth to him in
return of the promise (hat Augustin would
marry his daughter and would bring up his
son.*t This led him to trouble with  the
English East Indija Company, whose merchants
were cheated by Midnall, and to whom the
wealth of Midnall really Dbelonged. Petition
was lodged to the Emperor and  Thomas
Keridge, the English agent at Ajmer, could

recover part of it from Augustin with great
difficulty,” 25 )

It goes to suggest that Augustin was
of doubtful credentials, This  scenis o e
confirmed by his association with a cheat
and impostor like Midnall,
fellow countrymen reproached vehemendly, A
I(.:ttcr dated 19th August 1614 mentions Augus-
tin \'/vho had embezzled the goods of Midnu‘lﬁl.‘l“
Kendg? had an cven worse opinion about
Augustin to whom he casually alludes in g
letter dated 201, September 1614, 27 Nicholag
Withington recorded with '
of 29th October 1614 that as soon as Midnall
was dead his books and papers were burnt by
the I’I"cnchmarl‘~’3 who was no other (han
Augustin. Withington helped his broker Jadow
who had tried to cheat Khwaja Jahan with ai
false ring; this counterfe;t picce of Jewellery
Withington observed, belonged to Aug‘ustin.z‘;
traveller, who
Spent some years at the Mughal court
physician obscrved regarding the two peacocks
of the Peacock Throne, “They were made by a
workman of astonishing powers, a Frenchman 30

a man

whom his own

regret in a letter

as a

by birth, name............ 31 who after defrauding
several of the Princes of Europe by means of
false gems which he fabricated with peculiar
kil sought vefuge in the Great Moghul's
court, where he made his fortune.””3% Havell
also maintained the view that “Austin was a
goldsmith and a jewcller of very doubtful
repulation,” 3! After scrutinizing these referen-
ces, one may simply agree with Bernier that
Augustin “after  defrauding  several of  the
Princes of Europe had come to the Mughal

court.”

(d) His coming over to India and em-
ployment ai the Mughal court

He arrived in the Mughal Empire i ap-
proximately 1612, He wrote to Baron du Tour
the Irench diplomat from Lahore on 26th
April 1625, “Monsicur—the {irst acquaintance
1 had with your lordship was in London when

1 e . J1 . Y (AQ
- the King sent you to congratulate King James

the new King of England on his arrival from
Scotland.3® 1 have since heen several times to
sec you at the Hotel de Venise in the Faubourg
St. Germain and you have known me as a
man of many intercsts. Among other things
I was expert @t counterieiting precious stones,
but as my age increased my ambition increased
also and in order to obtain public csteem it
was necessary for me to render some ranark-
able service to my King and Lord. The year
belore Henry the Great died®® 1 decided 10
travel in the Kingdoms of the East; and finding
nothing in Egypt, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Baby-
lonia or Persia worthy of a King I passed on
towards this King of India commonly called
the Grand Mogor or Mogul...”s7 Thus he
began his journey from Europe in 1609. We
find him in 1614 well cstablished at Ajmer.
That brings him to India well around 1612
which is also confirmed by him as referred to
above. As it appcars he must have been in a
fairly advanced age when he moved into
India.

Hec was cmployed at the Mughal court as a
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jeweller.® In a letter to Monsicur Castaniac,
Merchant  Jeweller, Place du  Palais, Bor-
deaux, written from Lahore on 20th July
1620, Augustin narrates, I have been in this
country cight vears. Al the Irenchmen 1
had brought with me died in the first year and
thereafier 1 took service with this King, the
Great Mogul, who at first gave me 4 crowns a
day (—4.6d. a day) but now during the last
year (Le. in 1619; has made me a captain of
200 horse. 1 made him a royal throne in which
there are several millions of gold and silver...
Some years past I wished to take leave, but
the King did not wish to give it me. Anti-
cipating that I would obtain it, I sent an
clephant through Persia with Don Robert
Shirley...I intend to ask again next year for
leave and to bring with e another clephant.
I beg you to ask the ambassador if it can pass
freely through Twrkey and to let me know by
way of Ispahan addressing the letter to the
barcfooted Carmelite Fathers in Ispahan. They
will send me the letter to the court of the
Grand Mogul. T beg you also to forward this
letter addressed as follows, to Monsieur Cas-
taniac...so that my relations may know that
God has not yet cut the thread of my life,
with humble commendations, your obedient,
Augustin Houarcmand3? (a Persian name which
this King has given mec and which means
Inventor of Arts!’)7.4° This has been con-
firmed by Jahangiv in his Mecmoirs. While
deseribing the new year festivities on the 14th
year of his accession in March 1619 he recorded
that “Among the offerings of that Madar-us-
Saltana (Mirza Chias Beg entitled Itmad-ud-
Daulah; therc was a throne of gold and silver
much ornamented and decorated, the supports
of which were in the form of tigers. It had been
completed with great assiduity in the space of
three years and was made at the cost of 4,50,000.
This throne had been made by a skilful Euro-
pean of the name of Hunarmand (skilful) who
had Jo rival in the arts of a goldsmith and a
Jeweller and in all sorts of skill (hunarmandi).
He had made it very well and I gave him this
name.”4! In continuation Jahangir recorded,
“Hunarmand, the European who had made
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the jewelled throne I presented  with 3000
darb, a horse and an elephant.” 12,

That he sent an elephant with Robert

Shirley has again heen mentioned by him j

t}.lis letter; after noting that this elebhant hatz
died on the way he declared m the same letter
“So as long as I draw breath in the world I’
shall not desist from pursuing my plan which s
to bring the King severa] elephants,” 43 Th;:

has again been confirmed 1,
( the E .
Company reCords‘44 y ast Indla

The German traveller, Heinrich

. : Von Poser,
was with Augustin for a brief period in 1691-
22. He reached Agra from Lahore on Decem-

ber 22, 1621 and on the morning of 25th he
received a visit from “My, Augustinus Hiriart
from Bordeaux in Gascony, Engincer to the
Great Mogul.”#* Both Poser and Augustin
started for Lahore. Jahangir was at Nurpur
where he granted them an interview on 15th
January 1622.46 Poser further recorded, ““on
the 28th May (1622) T said good-bye to Lahore
and the quasi-paternal house of my Mr. Augus-
tin including therewith all my good friends.”

Augustin when he wrote in 1625 to Baron
du Tour through M.le Baron du Cesi, French
ambassador at Constantinople, scems to have
been satisfied with his patron, the Mughal
Emperor Jahangir, on whom he lavished un-
bounded praises. He described his durbars,
hunts and elephant-fights with a keen sense of
interest, sometimes mixed with curiosity and
apprcciation. The rebellion of Prince Shah
Jehan has also been referred to by him in a
letter of 26th April 1625.47

In a letter of 27th  April 1625 written from
Lahore, Augustin gave a detailed description of
another throne of gold and silver which he
designed for the Emperor to be used on Nauroz
festival. “I have prepared a design for, the
construction of a royal throne for the King
on which he sits once a year for nine days
(which they call the new days) when the Sun
enters the sign of the Ram, when their year

commenccs.
lions weighis
with beaten

This throne is supported by four
1g 150 quintals of silver covered
gold lcaf and the canopy 1s sup-
ported by 12 columns in which there are 12
thonsand ounces of cnamelled gold. 'T'he canopy
which is in the form of a dome has been covered
by me with 4 thousand of 1;1y artificial stoncs
but the genuine stones corresponding to these

ar 2
¢ of inestimable value for the King has a
great number of pearls

he also has more |
rubies than
On the asce
‘Suisses’ like
Louvre,” 8

and it is certain that
arge diamonds and large
all the princes of the universe.
nt which has four steps I made 4
those which are at (he gate of the

. He married a Hinda woman by whom he
ad two sons and probably one d
By 1632 when he wrote his |
one child had survived. Both h

child were at A .
in 163,50 gra when he wen

aughter. 49
ast letter, ounly
is wile and the
t to the Deccan

(¢) His mission to Goa and death in 1632

His last letter w
1632 from Chaol
to Monsieur de Be

as written on 9th JMarch
(or Chaul, near Bombay)
rmon. He ates,
employed these two yearslict I/I\a‘?rlrj tt: ,nlllll‘la(i
Plans for a new throne which bthc Kin : ;ms
(;}(}iered.beforc he left Agra for the chc:::x
. C‘Kmi had  required thgt two  hundred
mes a nndred thousand Livres should be
spent on this throne ipn gold, diamonds, rubicg
pearls ‘and emeralds.”” Ag it seems Che
pPreparing design for 4
Thron'e. The sentence, which followed in his
n'arralw_e, however, is as enlightening as it b
dl§appomting; he observed, Byt I dn nli
think he will ever have the henefit of it.” Th(;'
proves beyond doubt that the work on thi:
proposed throne had not been begun an(i
Augustin was certainly not cmployed on the
construction of the Peacock Throne as is
generally  supposed. Abdul Hamid Lahauri
made its first mention in 1044 A.H. (=1634
A.D.).5t He described the throne at length,
Jewels, rubies, garnets, diamonds, pearls and

he was
he proposed Peacock

emeralds worth 86 lakhs of rupees were selec-
ted. One lakh of tolas of pure gold worth 14
lakhs of rupces was handed over to Be-badal
Khan who was superintendent of the gold-
smith’s department. One very precious ruby
presented by Shah Abbas was used in tus
throne.?? A masiavi was composed by Haji
Muhammad Jan, the final verse of which
contained the date, Te ran as [ollows,

“Sarir Humayun Sahel Qirani™,

Lahauri niade no mention of Augustin or any

other Buropean

Augustin was not on favowrable terms with
Shah Jehan on whom hie heaped unbridled
reproaches. He had obtained lcave to go 1o
Lurope and this he records jubiluntly. Mcan-
while he was sclected by the Iimperor to con-
duct a business deal with the Portuguese and
was  consequently  sent to the  Deccan. e

himsell records, “From  Chaul, 9th  March
1632, In seven days if it pleasc God I shall

be at Goa. My wife and child are at Agra........
I have left Burhanpur where the King's court
now is“and am going to Goa on business and
should return in two month’s time to fetch
my family, m; wifc and onc child who is Jeft
to me from the aflliction about which I have
written (o you. 1 have an clephant and several
other animals and a certain large diamond
which will enable me to pass the rest of this
life, so full of salt scas with such httle streamlets
of sweetness, which deceive us making us
unconsciously totter into  the tomlh of cold,
pale and chill oblivion......"The English are
employing me on this journey to Goa 1o nego-
tiatc a truce between the Portuguese and
English. ‘This is onc of the reasons why I am
gning o sce the Viceroy at Goa.”’? It shows

- that he had two commissions, onc to do some

business with the Portuguese on behalf of the
Mughals, and the other to negotiatc a truce
hetween the Portuguese and the English. Taver-
nier, another French jeweller and a merchant
who traded in precious stones and who came to
India first in 1640, confirmed that Shah Jehan

3
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wanted to employ Augustin of Bordeaux to
work on the silver arch at Khas-Nahal in the
‘to
Goa to negotiate an affair with the Portuguese,

Agra Fort but the renchman was sent ©

the work was not done for, as the ability of
Augustin feared he was poisoned on hisreturn

from Cochin.””®' There is no reason to dis-
believe Tavernier, who was also a Frenchinan, a

jeweller and was closely  connected with the

Mughal court. Hce had first hand information.
As it seems, Augustin died at Chaul, Goa or at
Cochin in 1632, as thereafier we do not hear of
him at all, He was buried, as scems to have
been the only course, at the place of his death.
It is not probable that his body was hrought
to Agra o be interred in the Roman Catholic
Cemetery Zthen known as Padre Santos Chapel).
No doubt dead bodies of Christians  weve
brought to Agra from Lahorec and Ajmer but
in Augustin's case 1t would have been com-
pletely different. There were Christian ceme-
teries in the nearby towns, c.g. in Goa, Chaul,
Cochin and other places in the Deccan and
to bury him in one of them would have been
the only practicable alternative. Rev. H. Hosten
alluded 1o a tomb at Agra bearing the ing-
cription—"lane de Hiviart filia de Augustin..,
gigne (ro,...."" 5% but 1t is not traccable,

The death of Augustin Hiriart, jeweller,
native of Bordeaux, in 1632, ending with him a
chapter of adventure with its glare of diamonds,
deceptions, ambitons and Lundred other eceen-
tricities, renders it out of the question that he
could have participated in the construction of
the Peacock ‘Throne orin inlay work at the Taj-
Mahal. Av the best he could have been em-
ployed between 1628 and 1632 in the execution
of silver calings in the marble pavilions of the
Lahore, Delhi and Agra Forts which were all
looted or replaced by the invaders at later
dates. But there can be no doubt that Augustin
was a jeweller and an expert in counterfeiting
precious stones throughout his life and it was
m this capacity that he was attached to the
Mughal court. e cannot be associated with
the inlay art of the Mughals for, for this, there
is no evidence at all. He no doubt occupied a
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unigue position at the court of Jahangir, and
this tuay be aitvibuted in part to thg Emperor’s
extraordinary favowr 10 the Europeans and s

love of rarc things. Augustin’s history, how-

ever, throws valuable light on some of the
very  obscure  and  controversial aspects ol
medieval Indian history and helps o il 1
certain blanks,
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SOME INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF INDIA'S
CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

(19191437}

Dinvy NATIT VERMA

CPatie Uedoorsity

One conspieuous  event which made the
year 19149 a greal Jandmark in the constitntional
history ol India was the passing of the Govern-
ment of India Act, which laid the foundations
of responsible government in India. Tha "\(‘1
merely gave effect in the sphere of Indian
Govermment  and administration to the pro-
found change which had been introduced
carlicr in the same year in the constitutiona
relationship of India 1o the rest ol the British
Empire, when India was admitted to ~ign on
her own behalf the Treaty of Versailles and

became an original member of the League of

Nationis. This change had already heen fore-
shadowed during the Lirst World War when
India was givgn the membership of the [mperial
Conference in 1917, But it was at Versatlles
that the recognition of India’s new status in the
international ficld was placed for the first
time on record and In po way more {ormally
and solemnly than by her cnrohuent as an
original member of the League,

India’s new international status, Hooniust
be noted, accelerated the pace of her con-
stitutional development. I view of NMontagu
Declaration of August 1917, it was cortaim
(that India wounld get some sort of responsible
government  after the war. But her member-
ship of an international organisation of sovereign
ctates made it absolutely necessary  that she
should acquire a constitutional position be-
fitting her international status. This develop-
ment gave Montagu, the Secretary of State
for India, onc morc argument 1o urge the

Howe of Commons to pass the Government
of India B Refoning o Indiads separate
representation at the Paris Peace Conference
and the decision abready made that she was
o he an oricinal member of the League of
Nation- he olnerved in the  Conmons on
May 220 149192
things......... contmit  this Howwe and  Parha-

“1 can only repeat that these

ment 1o the view har this posidon s only

justificd il vou con raise India o the position

of a sister nation in the Brinsh Empire and it
s whollv  inconsistemt with the position of

«ubordination.”™!

On June 3, 12149, he again veferred o India’s
membership ot the League of Nations and
urged the Commons 10 raise India’s internal
status by passing the Bill so as (o bring it in
harmony with her international status: “India
i 1o he an original member of the League of
Nations, Therctore, 1 osay whatever difliculties
there miay be in your paih, youwr buperial
task is 10 overcome those ditficuhies and 1o
help India on the path of wationality”. 7 In
fact. when at the Paris Peace Conference
India was given  soparate reprencitation on
the ooting of complete cqualisy with the sell-
governing Dominions of the British Ewpive,
the Bridsh Government connnitted  itself o
aceord India the e status which the other
Doninions were enjoving internally. As Professor
AR Keith wrote: 7oby seenring admission
of Tndia to the League. the Brish Govern-
ment bound inclf w the task of ereating a scll-

governing ludia.”™® Larlier, ai Paris, in the
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League of Nations Commission of the Peace
Conference, the British representative, Lord
Robert Cecil, had pleaded Indfa’s c,ase for
her _membership of the League by saying that
India was “democratically  governed” and
that the British Government intended <

advance India into a self- .

. governing country”
as soon as possible.* Tt was on this assuranie
that President Wilson agreed to India’s me

bership of the League. An W

delay i .
India to this goal woul Y coay in advancing

lia 1 d have amounted to
a breach of a solemn assurance given in an

international gathering. The Government of
India Act, 1919 was thus as much a prod .
of the Announcement of August 2(? l;)llc;
as of India’s representation at the Paris,
Conference and her membership of the L
of Nations,

Peace
cague

It has ‘been said that the Government of
India Act, 1919, was to a great extent i0
ﬂuenced by some contemporary concep;s r;-f
nternationalism. A section of British intellec-
tuals claimed that the high principles of the
Le.ague Covenant pervaded the underlyin
spirit of the Montagu Reforms. The Manzliat;gz
system was one of the methods laid down in
the Covenant for dealing with those countries
which were not in a position to govern them-
selves. Clertain countries were assigned th
duties of acting as trustees of those peo lee
The object was gradually to create necessl:;r‘
conditions whereby these people, might iK
course of time, be able to manage their own
affairs and eventually become self-governin
co'mrnunities. Some British intellectuals maing-
ta1.ncd that the same principle applied to
Britain’s position in regard to India, “We
can only regard oursclves”, said David Davics
“as trustees for the interest, welfare, prosperitl’
and progress of the people of India, I thini
that this theory is definitely recognised in the
Montagu Bill”.? Montagu too had alluded
to this aspect of his India Bill when he said-:
“We have recently been so sympathetic t(;
the national aspirations of the Arabs, the Czecho-
slovaks, of Serbs, of Croats and of Slovens.
Here is a country desirous of achieving nation-

alflty once again. I repeat an original member
of the Lffague of Nations developed under
our prolecting care
i;lart it unde.r the acgis of the British flag on

¢ road which we ourselves have travelled”®
(stress provided).

‘At the present stage of our knowledge it is
difficult to say how far the mandatory principle
of tl}c League influenced the Act of 1919.
But it goes without saying that mecmbership
of the. League definitely affected the course
of Il}dla’s system of government. It was indeced
an ‘“‘anomally of anomalies”,” that a country
should have the right to dircet,

: conjointl
with others, ! .

the common aflairs of a lar

. ' ge
numb.er of countrics of the world, without
the right to govern herself. The Act of 1919

was intended to r i
emove this anomaly 1o some
extent, Yo ome

na"tl;l)l:i lRef‘O.rms' of 1919 did not satisfy the
al aspirations of Indians and they conti-

nlfed. to demand another instalment of con-
stitutional reforms, During the twentics of the
present century the main demangd of“ Indian
ziflonzllsts was for full Dominion stiius as
OfJ?}?:E by. other self-governing  Dominions

mpire. The elevation of India’s inter-

?ational status - was hound (o react he
Internal position and e
of the Central Le
India’s League
Dominion statys

. the Indian members
gislature lost no time in utilizing
meml)crship for demanding
In & stomm debz;rtlf(:l I'lcsponsiblc government.
Loy hat took place in the
192g4 01Vt’t Asseml?ly on Iebruary 13 and 18,
N DOI\::.I & motion regarding the grant of

mion status for India, a large number
of {11(‘mbcrs pointed out (he ‘
In'dla’s position vis-a-vis hey L
ship.* At a later g
the non-inclusion
Sinion  Commissio
said:

incongruity of
caguc member-
age, whilc protesting against
of a single Indian in the

n Madan Mohan Malviya

13

R . " -
-~ er;ler’r}llbermg that it was at the instance of
gland that India was invited (o become a

member of the League of Nations and take

...... Let us pass this Bill and .

Y

part in deciding the affairs of other nations of
Europe, can anything be more selfish and
unjust on the part of England than to refuse
to India the right of self-determination”.’
Phiroz Sethna, a member of the Council of
State pointing to India’s anomalous position
said: “India cannot take her rightful place
in international affairs unless she has her
rightful place as a nation here in India. Until
that is done Indians will regard their representa-
tion in the League of Nations as a mockery”.'°
India’s inferior constitutional position dis-
abled her from coming into her own in the
League although she was its original member.
This argument was pressed, off and on, within
and without the Legislature, to strengthen
India’s demand for Dominionhood.

In this demand the Indians were supporicd
by a powerful and influential section of British
politicians. Morgen Jones, a member of the
House of Commons, wondered that “though

,they (Indians) can perform these very onerous
‘and highly important services (in the League

of Nations)......... they are not considered fit
for the responsibility of self-government at
home”.31 The Marquess of Rcading, citing
India’s membership of the Leaguc, advocated
for another lberal constitutional instalment
for India. He said: “The reason why we are
now agreed that advance has to be made is
partly the condition inside India and partly

% 12

the position she occupies internationally .

India’s membership of an organisation of
sovereicn  or sclf-governing states emphasised
the duty on the part of the British Government
to grant India Dominion status with all possible
haste. Otherwise it appeared difficult to belittle
thc argument that Britain was using India’s
membership of the League mainly to secure
her own imperial interest. Already at Paris
Peace Conference it was openly said that India’s
membership of the League of Nations was a
British trick to multiply its own vote in the
{\ssembly. If that impression was to be crased,
it was necessary to raise India’s internal status
and to harmonise it with her international
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position. There was indeed no doubt that
for some time to come there could not he
serious divergence of views between Indian
and British delegations to the League on the
question of foreign and imperial policy of para-
mount importance. But foreign powers were
perfectly entitled to expect that the Indian
Legislature "was accorded at least the right
to discuss [reely and fully matters touching
India’s foreign relations and advise the Viceroy
and the Secretary of State on these matters.
Now that India had been admitted to the
membership of the League on the basis of
equality with other fully self-governing states
as members, it was the paramount duty of the
British Government to rcduce the Imperial
control on India’s foreign policy to the lowest
possible degree. The hasty decision to appoint
the Simon Commission earlicr than .provided
in the Act of 1919 to report on the working
of Montagu Reforms, was influenced to a great
cxtent by the desire to remove the anomalous
position which India occupied in international

polity.

According to the Interpretation Act of
1889 India was defined to be “British India
together with any territories of any native
prince or chief under the suzerainty of Her
Majesty”’. It was this “India” and not British
India alone, which was a member of the
League.1? But the princely states of India
occupied aspecial position. They had been grant-
ed varying degrees of autonomy in their domes-
tic affairs. The fact that “India” signed an
international convention did not bind them
and the Paramount Power had ordinarily no
authority to compel an Indian state to accept
a convention. As a result a very unhappy
situation arose in international law. Instances
were not lacking in which the conventions
and Protocols of the League of Nations were
specifically mentioned by the British Govern-
ment as not applying to the Indian states.
Thesc® were the Slavery Convention of 1926,
the Conventions, Agrecments and Protocols
for the abolition of Import and Export Prohi-
bitions and Restrictions of 1927 and 1928,
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the Conventions and Protocols for the Sup-
pression of Counterfeit Currengy  of 1929,
the Convention on Certain Questions relating
to the Conflict of Nationality Laws, the Protocol
Relating to Military Obligations in certain
cases of Double Nationality and the Protocol
and Special Protocol relating (o certain Cases
of Statclessness. '! ¢

On the labour side, the position of the Indian
states was cven nore untenable. Under the
Governiment of India Act, 1919 India found
it possible to be one of the most active members
of the International Labour Organisation.
Up to 1932, she had ratified twelve conventions,
a number larger than any Asiatic State had
accepted. The  power of legislation  which
the central authoritics  enjoyed concurrently
with the Provinces made it possible to secure
the application of these conventions through-
out British India. But they were not applied
to princely states and because of that, in
several cases, the Conference of I.L.O. exempted
India from any obligation in respect of the
states by Inscrtion in conventions of special
limitative clause. In other cases conventions
were ratified on the understanding that obli-
gations were only being assumed on behalf of
British India.™ It followed, thercfore, that a
Draft Convention could be ratified by India
only in the sense that obligations were accepted
as applying to Britsh India only. In fact,
progressive labour conventions were applied
and cnforced only in British India,?® and the
hands ol Geneva never reached the states.
This anowaly was criticised by the Indian
labour delegates to the International Labour
Conference'™ and was adversely relerred (o
by the British Indian labour representatives
at the Round Table Conferences at London.”? 1%
In both cases, eriticism was made on the ground
that the position of British Indian workers was
jeopardised by the temptation, so long as the
conventions, were not enforced or enforceable
in the Indian states, for British Indians and
other industrialists to transler their factories
and industrial enterprises to those states and
thereby to enter into unfair competition with

the enterprises carried on in British India
under the vestrictions of the LI.O. conven-
tions applied and enforced there.

This situation strengthened the demand for a
strong federation for India at the first Round
'l‘able Conference. It was maintained that
i federal legishature was not given authority
o legislate to give efleet to

treaty  commit-
ments,

: India would he under a perpetual
handicap in international negotiations, I'cars
were expressed that a loose federation would
deprive even the British Indian worker
advantages accruing  from
states entered an All India Federation on
terms which did not permit the Federation
o enforce within its territor

of the
Geneval? If the

y the provisions of
: would  ccase to be
I;O:is-lblc to ranfy conventions on behalf of
l;;isli;tcltu;;zrxls ]:?)I(i,,lhal i‘l' all anthority to
! T questions were devolved
upon  the constiquent units,

labour conventions iy

1 . India would no
onger be in a position (o ratify
Labour Conventions ang might ¢
to denounce

International

some  of those by which she
was.already bound. The Central Government
having lost its contro] of legislation, could m;
Ionger und‘er.takc to sceure the appli(:a(ioﬁ of
their  provisions, 20 The consceguences  would
be'two.-fold. The stimulug which the Indian
legislative machincry had possessed  during
th.c pPast years would he lost, and India’s in(lll.;'
trial 'Compclitors, notably China and Japan
knowing India (o Jye unable to mlil‘y.wmll(;
f”dso bc. unlikely (o bind themscelves to an
internatonal standard. Und
vested industrial interests
of China and Japan
Imcapacity

er the pressure of
the  Governments
‘ could always plead the
of India to contract
obligations as reason {or not
Labour Conventiong for

mternational
aceepting Geneva
their own country. !

The issue was Immenscly
the whole future of the I.L.C
decision then being taken by the participants
at the Round Table Conference. Tt w len
that internationa] reg '
tions in Asia woulci

important and
). hang on (he

. as clear
ulation of mdustrial condi-
be completely impossible

ven be obliged

if India was constitutionally incapacitated
from taking part in it. With Asia out of picture

the entire  labour movement would  have
become a shadow of unreality,

Once cannot cxamine the proceedings  of
the Round Table Conference without feeling
that the international aspect did not receive
the attention it deserved. Legislation required
to give clleet o mternational  engagements
escaped mention in the Report of the Round
Table Conference devoted to the assigmmnent
of subjects to different legislative authoritics.
The Act of 1935 too ignored this aspeet. This
Act effected important changes in the cou-
stitutional position in India, and in particulz.tr,
substantially altered the relations between tiie
Central  Government and  the  Provinces in
the sphere of labour. Prior to April 1, 1937
the Central Government  had  full control
over the matter. But under the new Act
lahour and cmployment had gone under the
Jurisdiction of the Provincial Govermment,

.

In the changed situation the Government
of fudia found it diflicult to adhere to Washing-
ton U]l(ﬁnplo)}ﬂlcnt Convention of 1.919 a.nd
on April 14, 1938 it gave notice of its intention
to denounce the Convention. ‘The reasons for
this extraordinary decision were explained in
the letter from the India Office to the Scerctary
General of the League of Natious and the
Dircctor of the International Labour Office.??
The letter after explaining the changed con-

stitutional position stated that in respeet of

the uncmployment convention, whercas  the
Government of India had formerly power (o
require the submission of the statistics whosc
supply was obligatory under Article I of the
Convention they had now no such power.
Further, whereas they formerly constituted a
»<central authority” having ultimate control
over the provincial authorities for the purpose
of Article 2 of the Convention such power of the
Centre had now disappeared.™® For all these
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rcasons the Government of India considered
1t mmpossible . that India should continue 1o
be bound by the provisions of the Conven-
tion and, theretore, decided that its denuncia-
tion “is the ouly proper course o he taken”. 24

I'rom the international point of view the Act
of 1935 suflefed from several other limitations
also. Tl framers of the Aet gave practically
no attention to the inportance of mtegrating
the comtution of federal India with  the
new structure of dnternational cocicty, This
was true, except a very few of other existing
consttutions — also, which reflected a purcly
national outlook and showed no sign of an
attempt to organise the state with a view to
international co-operation. But India was singu-
larly well-placed for playing a pioncering
part in the movement for building the national
constituton o the  framevork  of  inter-
national govermment. By ignoring  this  fact
the framers of the Act of 1933 commiued a
great mistake. For, India was a wmember of
the League of Nations, she was one of the
cight chief industrial states of the world and
was  thus  permanently  represented  on the
Governing Body of the I.LL.O. She was an
original signatory of the Pact of Paris and
she had accepred the optional clause of the
Permanent Court of International Justice. She
had contracted a large number of international
obligations. Her membership of these institu-
tions and separate aceeptaince of these obli-
gations had given her an international staius
even though she was a dependencey of Britain,
It was desirable, therefore, Lier new constitution
should  have underpinned  her iternational
obligations. The proposed  federation, in all
farrness. <hould  have been  empowered  to
give full cffect 1o future ircaty obligations
which  India vould have naturally wished
to asmme inorder 1o assert her newly won
international siatus and 1o ke the part which
was her due in shaping the destinies of (he
world community.
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SUN WORSHIP IN THE ‘EPICS

Dr. A. K. CHATTERJEE

L]

. (University of Calcutla)

The Sun was worshipped as a god not only
in the Vedic period but also probably earlier
by the Indo-Europeans.’ In the Vedic lite-
rature we find several aspects of the Sun-god,
such as Surya, Savitr, Varuna, Mitra, Visnu,
cte. These gods were collectively  known  as
the Adityas and, according to later mythology,
were the sons of Aditi. Gradually, however,
some of the Sun-gods came to be looked upon
as independent  deitics. Varuna became ‘the
Lord of the Seas’, and Visnu ‘the Preserver
of the three worlds’ and onc of the supreme
gods. Mitra, for reasons not quitc known,
sank into insignificance.

Although the two supreme gods in the cpics
are Visnu and Siva, the worship of the Sun-god
Surya and some of his other manifestations,
was not discontinucd. Quite a large number of
slokas in both®he epics are devoted to the said
divinities. We are not trying here to determinc
the extent of Sun worship, but to discuss some
of the principal features of the cult.

It is natural that the Sun, as the dispeller
of darkness, should be regardedasa benevolent,
auspicious and boon-granting deity. In both
the epics the poets are never tired of emphasising
this aspect of the Sun-god. We are told in the
Moahabharata® that Savitr (one of the principal
manifestations of the Sun-god) first caused
plants to spring up. It is he, who drenched
by the lunar influence, is transformed, upon
the sprouting of seeds, into holy vegetables
furnished with six tastes. The poet further
argues that the food, which supports the lives
of all creatures is instinct with solar energy,
and the Sun is, thercfore, the Father of all
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crcatures, In the same Chapter Yudhisthira
addresses Surya as the ‘Eye of the Universe’
and the ‘Soul of all corporeal existences’.
In the Ramayana the Sun is not only des-
cribed as the Temobhedi* but also as the most
auspicious of all gods. The Sun-god gave to
Draupadi a copper vessel, the food cooked in
which became inexhaustible. Elsewhere we find
him appointing a Raksasa to protect Krishna
from amorous Kicaka, the gencral af the king
Virata.? In his war against the demon Ravana,
Rama is helped by the Sun-god. Elsewhere
he is invoked by Kausalya to protect Rama.4
In the Baudhayana Dharmasastra sick persons
are adviscd to worship the Sun-god?; obviously
the author of that particular work looked
upon Surya asone capable of curing all diseases.
It is interesting to note that among the 108
names of Surya enumerated in the Great Epic,
we have the immensely significant name Dhan-
vantari famous in Indian mythology as the
‘Master Physician.” We are further told that
a devotce of the Sun-god is never assailed by
diseases. We should also note in this con-
nexion the epithet Pranadharaka bestowed upon
Lim by Dhaumya.®

Surya is not only the friend of Rama,” but
also the god worshipped by one of the famous
ancestors of Yudhisthira, the Kuru king Sam-
varana. That this king is not merely a shadowy
figure is proved by the fact that he is also
mentioned in the Rigreda.8 “His name is a
personification of the veiling surrounding the
Sun™.? According to one story!, he married
Tapti, the daughter of Tapana. She is des-
cribed as the younger sister of Savitri. The
story of the romantic love of Samvarana and
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Tapati is one of the most beautiful in the whole
of the Great Epic. It should be noted that both
the Kuru and Iksvaku dynasties qlaim descent
from Manu who was regarded as one of the
sons of Vivasvat, another aspect of the Sun-god, 11

We have already seen that it is tHe Sun-god
who came to the rescue of Yudhisthira and hijs
men, when they faced starvation i the forest,
His other liberal acts are also recorded in the
Great Epic. In one place the Poet pictures
him giving Jamadagni umbrella (chatra) and
paduka (shoe).'? The poet further states that
it is he, who introduced these two things for
the first time, among mankind,13

More than once the Sun-god is connected
with the horse. One particular verse runs
thus: “here (out of the Sea) rises the Sun
(Visnu) with the head of a horse, filling the
world made beautiful (by him) and causing
it to be filled with voices.”14 Elsewhere the
Sun is expressly identified with the horse, 15
and is described as the Father of the Asvinsj”‘
In another place we read “And Tvastri, of
the form of Vadava (a mare) became the wife
of Savita. And she gave birth, in the skies, to
the greatly fortunate twins, the Asvins”’.17

Visnu who sometimes appears also as an
Aditya is described as Asvastra Harih,18

It is not difficult to explain the Sun’s con-
nection with the horse.’® In the Vedic literature
the horse is frequently connected with the god
Varuna, who was looked upon chiefly as a
Sun-god. In several places of the Satapatha
Brakmana Varuna is actually identified with
the horse. In the Tuaittirive Brahmana Varuna’s
connection with the horse is referred to.%0 It
is in the form of the horse that the Sun is praised
in one of the hymns of the First Mandala of
the Rigveda.®! Hc is once alluded to as a white
and brilliant steed in the same work?2? brought
by Usas. “His horses represent his rays which
are seven in number (Ru. 8.61.16). His stven
mares are called the daughters of his car (Ro.1.
50.9)”%% 1In this connection we can quote

Eggeling’s following observation, “In the Vedic
hymns the association of the God Varuna

with the noble quadruped finds a rcady if ‘

rather commonplace explanation in a common
natural phenomenon: Varuna’s horsc is no
ot'her than the fiery racer who pursues bis
diurnal course across the all-cncompassing
arch of heaven, the sphere of Varuna, the all-
Tuler”.‘“ In the later literature also, the Sun
Is sometimes described as a horse. According
to a tradition recorded both in the Brakmands
Pur.ana and the Bhagavata, Surya instructed
Yajnavalkya in the form of a horse.?® IIvare
the Avestan counterpart of the Indian Sun-
god we are told, has swift horses. 26

The Sun-god was also conccived by the
poe{s‘of the epics as a god of instruction and
learning. In 3.81.5 of the Makabharata Savitri
(another and perhaps the noblest aspect of
the Sun-god), is described as the ‘Mother of
the Vedas, whom she docs not desert. She i
further described as the ‘first of all know-
!ecflges’.27 She appears as the ‘Mother of the
initiated regencrate’ in the same work.® It is
reCO.rdcd, more than once, that Surya Of
Savitri bestowed the Yajus formulas qn the
famous saint Yajnavalkya.?® This statcment i
confirmed, by the evidence of some of the
Puranas. Among his 108 name} cnumerated
by Dhaumya to Yudhisthira, we get such
names as Vedakarita, Vedanga, Vedapahana which
Indircetly connect him with learning, parti-
cularly Vedic learning. l

.AS the god of wisdom, Surya is connccted
with ‘Yoga’. We learn from the Great cpic
that the system of ‘Yoga' was first declared
by Krishna to Surya and then he passed it on 10
Manu.3® Elsewhere in the Alakabharala (12
3‘.18.37) we are told the same thing, Among
his 108 names the name Yogi is conspicious
by its presence. He is called ‘the only refuge
of the Yogis’ by Yudhisthira.

Tbc Sun-god is often pictured in the cpics,
particularly the Great cpic, as an opponent
of Indra. In the Vedic literaturc also, therc
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is no love lost between them.3! The authors of
the Vedic Index find in this quarrel a possi-
ble reference to the obscuration of the Sun
by the Thunderstorm.?? In the Bharata War
we find him favouring his son Karna against
Arjuna, the son‘of Indra. In that famous
scenc in the Mahabharata (1.137) we find both
Indra and Surya shiclding respectively Arjuna
and Karna. Elsewhere, the Sun tries his best
to save his son from Indra’s machinations. As
Hopkins so cogently observes, ““it is possible
that Karna himself represents the Sun’.3?
Hopkins further suggests that, his death at the
hand of (Indra as) Arjuna might point 10 a
Sun and Storm myth. Again in the quarrel
between Garuda and Indra we can discern
the same rivalry. According to one story
recorded in the Mahabharata {(1.31.34) the two
brothers Aruna and Garuda were born to
avenge the Valakhilya saints on Indra, who
had insulted them. Now Garuda is described,
in one place of the Makabharata, as the Sun.?!
*He was certainly regarded as one of the forms
of the Sun-god. Afierwards he became a
vehicle of the powerful god Vishnu, who him-
self was originally an Aditya. In the Ramayana,
Garuda helps Vishnu by carrying him, even
by fighting for him.?* He cures Rama and
Laksmana when they were grievously injured
by Indrajit.?% In the Ramayana, the two brothers
Valin and Sugriva (pictured as bitter rivals)
arc described respectively as the sons of Indra
and Surya.®? Here, however, the Suryapulra
is ultimatcly vindicated. But Sugriva owed his
triumph to Rama, described repeatedly as
god Vishnu®® (another Aditya).

Not very infrequently in the Vedic literaturc
the Sun-god is delineated as repeller of the
cvil spirits, cspecially the raksasas. He is some-
times, described as the wielder of the Thunder-

” bolt.3® His unimpaired strength is also alluded

t0.4% In one place of the Satapatha Brafumana,
the Sun appears as the divine Ksatra.*! The
Great Epic rightly calls him ‘Ariha’ (i.c. the
destroyer of cnemies).4? In the Ramayana we
find him burning the feathers of the giant-bird
Jatayu. An interesting story recorded in the
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Great Epic?®3 pictures the Sun-god as burning
Renuka, thé wife of Bhargava Jamadagni.
There we are told of the great’‘powers’ (Pratapa)
of Tapana. In the Great Epic Karna is repeatedly
described as having inherited some of the
strength and glory from his father, the Sun-god.
From the Mahabharata we further lcarn that
Vivasvat burnt up all his foes.44

It is somewhat strange to note, that such an
auspicious god as the sun should be conceived
also as an evil spirit. In the Mahabharata
Surya is distinctly called the ‘king of the Grahas’
(Surya grahanamadhipo) or evil planets.45 Vivasvat,
one of the forms of the Sun-god in the Vedic
literature, is a truly dreaded figure4s. “The
worshipper prays that the arrow of Viva-
svat may not smite him before old age”.47
Probably the poets had the terrible and piercing
rays of the hot Sun in mind, when they con-
ceived Surya as something malignant and
harmful. In India nothing is morc dreadful
than the summer Sun. .

The Sun-god is not only connected with the
horse, he is also associated with the cow in the
epic literature. More than once he is called
Gopati.®® In one place of the Great Epic the
cow is described as the daughter of Surya.4?
We should also remember in this connexion
that Varuna is ‘Gopati’ in the Rigveda.

There is a veiled allusion o the image-
worship of the Sun-god in one place of the
Great Epic. We quote here the relevant lines:

Ajagama talo rajamsiraramano Divakarak.
Madhupingo  mahabahuk kambugrivo hasanniva
Angadi baddhamukuto disah prajvalapanniva.®

“Thereupon o king, Maker of . the day camec
hastily, (he was) yellow as honey, had great
arms, and his neck was marked with Iine like
thosc of conch-shell, and he smiled, he wore
bracelets and was adorned with a diadem, and
Iit up all the quarters of heaven”. Elsewhere
in the Makabkarala there is a reference to two
hands of Vivasvat, the Sun-god.5!
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. duly once Surya is depicted as a romantic

xzi amorous god, We are refefring to i

;ie u;.uon of Priha, the mother of Karna and

ve Pandava hrot}

1ers, when she 3 irgi

o | was a virgin,

y then he appears as a somewhat unct

voluptuary, bent * e cutions
| Y, bent upon deﬂowering a curioy

yet mnocent maiden, Since gz the epic 05,

arc amorous, he may readily he forgivengf ;

or

Aryaman, another ‘Aditya’ in the Rigved,
appears as a woocr of the maidens E‘-'SgTha
Solar-deity Pusan, 100 is g romantic’ d i
the Rigveda, being described as (he WOoo gof o
mother and lover of his sister, 54 . e of his

The gpics disclose the names of at lcast
three wives of the Sun-god, viz, Tvastri i
Suvarcala’® and Samjna.’? In the Hariy .
we have Chaya as the wife of the Sun- :cjln‘;(:
The  Rigveda, as alrcady noticed mexglt' .
Usas as the mistress of that god, S’o the SmnS
god dallies with Usas in the Veda, with Tva I:H'
Suvarcala and Samjna in the epics, and s
Chaya in the later literature. ’ i

The epic conception of Surya or Bhaskar,

It must have to be pointed out, is both poetic

and imaginative « : irri
d imaginative, Some of the wost stirring

verses of hath the epics, especially those of the

Ramayana™® have been monopolized by this god.
A‘ good number of (he ]ligh-snllndi!;q epithets
of the Rama,}'ana are reserved for llli.\'l L',’()d, c.g-
ft/‘fwa"m'“m“”J’l.g"’/’”“,“‘ Desasuramashi lam®ete.
o e e
ancient poets m’ ‘t A ¢ ln()v(,‘ the Ll.n(y o g
parts in Hclf . 0}3} of whom, llkc.lhcxr counter
thing bCautif‘:ls’A?d strong passion for cvcry;
purity, he ks + 45 a symbol ol brighiness axT(

» he has been lauded again and again

not only j ; i
| y in the Rigvedass 1, also i the cpics
and the Purapag,

T .
in t}llf I?Ymn addressed by Agastya (o Surya
am 61, 1. .
Epic poe(rya.]mm marks 1he high watcrmark of

1t has, howcver, 1o be con-
s that (he 0siti , i
Posttion of (he Sun-god in the
in the Ve, ’ Ompare favourably with 11’“91
C literature, especially the Rigveda.
of the principal gods, as w¢

G .
a\sor;),ur\:;:rcs conceived by the Rigvedic poets
¥ Solar-deitjes, But in the cpics, only

Surya, Vivagya M
Sun~g’ods. Vasvaul and - Suvjgr arc lauded as
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WAS AKBAR AN EPILEPTIC?

R M. S. Renick

o (St Jolws College, Agra)

While deseribing an extraordinary experience
in the life of Akbar, historian Dr. V. A, Smith
on the basis of Du Jarric’s isolated remark
assumes that Akbar might have suffered from
an cpileptic fit. Sir Wolseley Haig, however,
accepting entirely the conjecture of Smith
makes a definite statement that Akbar was
known to have suffered from that malady.
He also quotes 3 passage from the narrative of
Smith. In this paper an attempt is made to
refute the charge of the two historians as
bascless and unjustified.

Akbar since his carly youth had been cx-
tremely interested in the mysteries regarding
the relation between man and God. The
early years of his reign, however, kept him
occupied with the consolidation of his empire
and the expansion of hijs dominions. Hi;
passion for enquiry into religious truth, how-
cver, was never at rest, but exigencies of the
moment forced him to sct aside such ideas for
a more opportunc time when he would have
the leisure to indulge in them. Akbar himself
said, ‘““‘Discourses on philosophy have such a
charm for me that they distract me from all
clse, and I forcibly restrain myself from listening

to them, lest the necessary duties of the hour
should be neglected.”’t

After a long succession of remarkable victorics
and the latest that of the conquest of Bcngal’
when Akbar returned o Fatchpur-Sikri il;
January 1573, he felt himsclf at leisure to
indulge in his favourite obsession—rcliious
discussions, for the revelation of spiritual
truth. Accordingly he gave orders for the
construction of a ‘“House of Worship” or

Ibadatkhana. Abul Fazl narrates, “‘At this
time (February-March 1575) when the Ca]')lta_‘1
was illuminated by his glorious advent, His

. Majesty ordered that a housc of worship ([badat'

khana) should be built in order to be the adorn-
ment of the spiritual kingdom, and tl at it should
have four verandahs.”® It is related that Akbar
on Thursday cvenings after sunsct held dis-
cussions in this hall. In the beginning dcbates
were held among four classes of Muslims onlys
namely, the Shaikhs who were ascetic holymen,
the Sayyids who claimed dircct descent from

the Prophet Mohammed, the Ulemas or doctors ¥

of Muslim law, and thc Amirs or grandees
of the court who werc interested in discussing
religion,

v

The debates and discussions lgft a deep and
profound impression on Akbar's mind. During
1576-77 Akbar’s views and belicfs witnessed 2
remarkable change towards more liberalism
and catholicity.? Abul Fazl sccms to have
minutely noticed the change when he saySs
“Glory to the sublime strength which kc.CPS
the lamp of oneness alight in the strong wind
of multiplicity, and obscrves solitude in .thc
midst of socicty. And hail to the lofty perccptiont
which keeps sovercignty shoulder 1o should’(’:l;
with saintship and prescrves unity of colour.

During this time Akbar’s mysticisim checked
for some time by vigorous sclf-control sccm.cd
to crave for an outlet. He had become pensive
and meditative. A revolutionary change h.ad
come upon him. An inner conflict which
nceded solace and a final solution secmed to be
his problem. This inward conflict on onc

occasion brought him into a state of inexpli-
cable rcligious ccstasy.

In May 1578, while Akbar was camping
on the banks of the river Jhelum at Bhera®
he underwent an extraordinary experience in
his life. On 22nd >April, 1578 he ordered for
arrangements to be made for a Kamargah
(battue) hunt. This was a most peculiar
method of hunting animals. The game within
a circumference of about fifty miles® was sur-
rounded by a multitude of beaters and driven
to the placc of the hunt. While arrangements
were still in full swing and four or ten days’
had eclapsed in preparation, Akbar all of a
sudden ordered the hunt to be abandoned,
and that the animals were not to be harmed
and were to be allowed to go wherever they
liked. “Active men made every endeavour
that no one should touch the feather of a
finch and that they should allow all the animals
to depart according to their bhabits. The
,caravans of animated beings had fresh life.
The dumb of the world hastencd to the rose-
garden of joy.’® Akbar scems to have been
enthralled in a grip of inexplicable religious
cestasy “which comes at times by direct com-
munion with God. It is, as if a devotee filled
to the brim with faith suddenly comes face to
face with Divine Providence in his medita-
tion. “As attainment follows upon scarch,
the lamp of vision became brilliant. A sub-
lime joy took possession of his bodily frame.
The attraction (Jazba) of cognition of God
cast its ray. The description of it cannot be
comprehended by the feeble intellect of com-

)

monplace men.

Badaoni also recounts the incident and
states, “And when it had almost come about
that the two sides of the Kamargah hunt were

“come together, suddenly all at oncc a strange
state and strong frenzy came upon the emperor,
and an cxtraordinary change was manifcsted
in his manner, to such an extent as cannot be
accounted for. And cveryone attributed it to
some cause or other; but God alone knoweth
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secrets. And at that time he ordered the
hunting to be abandoned.’”’10

Nizamuddin states that Akbar distributed
“money to faqirs under the tree where he had
experienced the attraction, and ordercd a
house and garden to be made there.””1?

It is further stated that Akbar cut off his
hair. “He shortened his hair which was long
and beautiful and entrancing.”* Many of his
nobles followed suit.

Akbar, however, soon came out of his trance
as Abul Fazl mentions, “In a short space of
time he by God-given strength turned his
face to outer world and attended to indis-
pensable matters.””!3 As a mark of reverence
to his strange experience he ordered the filling
of a tank named Anuptalao in the palace of
Fatehpur-Sikri with a vast amount of coins
cxceeding ten million rupees in value which
were subsequently distributed.

Some strange power must have cngulfed
Akbar, and somcthing cxceptional and ex-
traordinary did happen to him. However, as
Vincent Smith supposes that, “Perhaps he
(Akbar) slept and had a dream, or, as seems
to be more likely, he may have had an epileptic
fi,”” 11 it seems to be a conjecture of his far-
fetched imagination. Smith bases his assump-
tion on a phrase by Du Jarric, “Natura ecrat
mclancholicus, et epileptico subjectus morbo,” 13
meaning that Akbar’s nature was melancholic
and that he was subject to epilepsy. Smith
iIs not positive as regards the source of infor-
mation of Du Jarric, neither does he make
a definite statement himself. He states, “There
is abundant evidence concerning Akbar’s innate
melancholy, but I have not met elsewhere
the statement that he was epileptic,”; but
Smith assumes in continuation that, “Du
Jarric must have got it from one or other of the
Jesuit gmissionaries.”’’® Such a statement is a
mere assumption unsupported by facts and,
therefore, cannot be relied upon. We know of
no other Jesuit missionary who was in so close
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a contact with Akbar as Father Rudolph
Aquaviva and Father Antonio Monseratte,
the members of the First jesui’t Mission to
Akbar’s court. Aquaviva sent many despatches?”
to varions personages from Fatehpur-Sikri
but never once hinted that Akbar suffered from
epilepsy. Monseratte in his remarkable Com-
mentary® has left a vivid account of Akbar’s
personality besides other subjects dealt in his
narrative. He had accompanied Akbar on
his expedition to Kabul, and was for some
time the tutor to Prince Murad. Nowhere in
his Commentary do we find a single reference
to Akbar being an epileptic. How can we
then rely upon the support given by Smith to
Du Jarric? The statement of Du Jarric, there-
fore, is either based on hearsay, or is a product
of his fanciful imagination.

On his own Smith gives a very fecble reason-
ing as an inducement to believe that Akbar
might have suffered from cpilepsy. He states
that Prophct Mohammed, Julius Ceaser and
some other eminent men have been supposed by
various writers to have suffercd from epilepsy,
though, as Smith himself states, that there is
no sufficient proof. Being mecre suppositions
they hardly carry any weight. Further quoting
from the Encyclopacdia Brittanica Smith states
that, the presence of the disease, “is quite
consistent with a high degree of bodily vigour.” 1?
The statement itsclf clearly reveals that not
everyone with a high degree of bodily vigour is
necessarily liable to suffer from the disease.
The reasoning is so shallow and unsound that
one can hardly be led to believe in it.

Sir Wolseley Haig, however, makes a definite
statement. After ending the account of Akbar’s
strange cxperience he says, “The vision was
perhaps preceded or followed by an epileptic
fit for Akbar was subject to that malady.”2¢
On what grounds he makes such a charge we
do not know as the writer has given none. It
seems he has blindly followed and beligved in
the conjecture of Smith as Haig relates a
passage from the narrative of Smith. It reads
as follows: “Akbar was by nature a mystic

who' soughf: earnestly, like his Sufi friends, to
attam. t.he ineffable bliss of direct contact with
the Divine Reality, and now and again helieved

or fancied, that he had succeeded. His tem-

perament was profoundly melancholic, and
ther? seems to be some reason to suspcc,t that
at times he was not far from the danger of
falhr}g' into a state of religious manizxt His
amblflon and intense interest in all the a.ﬂ"air.q
of this world saved him from that fate 'm(‘l
b.rought him back from dreams to the ac,lu(ali-
ties of .human life. He was not an ordinary man
and his complex nature, like that of St. ’
Muhammcd, Dante, and other great
with a tendency to mysticism
plexing problems.” 2t ’

Paul,
men
presents  per-

.How the above stated passage corresponds
with Akbar as an epileptic does not stand 16
reason. .Tremendous stress has been laid upon
the notion that Akbar was profoundly meclan-
cholic. It is difficult (o comprchend as to 4hOW
one cotfld meditate upon deep spiritual matters
except in a serious and secluded mood. Akl)aé"
as'evldent was deeply interested in spiritual
philosophy and naturally when he tended
towards mysticism he appeared very scrio;\s‘
and pensive. This does not, howcver mea;x
that his nature and temperament was,mclzm~
cholic. Such an assumption isrthorougMy un-
justified. Akbar is known to be a man of varied
tastes and interests, and in appcarance thomugil-
ly r(?gal and majestic. Apart from being a
my%txc at times, he utilised his lcisure ;zvith
various other activities, He was a keen sports-
man, interested in indoor and vigorous outdoor
sports, hunting and polo being his favourite
sports. The game of Chaupar kept him bus
1ndf301‘s. He was known to have invcm("Z;
bcsxd.cs other things, a game played with (-ax"(is
H(? liberally patronised the fine arts of his: da‘.
being chiefly fascinated by painting and 1;1usi¥:’
He was a builder of no mean repute. Bcinf;“‘
cxceptjona!]y intelligent and humorous himwrf
he appreciated and enjoyed such qualili(‘s: in
ot.hers anc‘l thus his close comradeship with“thc
;vuty Raja Birbal. He felt at ease with the
earned men of his court, He paid due respect

§ can be revea

to their knowledge and endowed them hand-
somely. A man so gifted with exceptional
qualities of the head and heart can hardly be
called melancholic.

Again great cmphasis has been laid as to
the meagre details®of Akbar’s strange experience.,
As to the details of Abul Fazl regarding the
incident Smith says, “Those phrases fail to
represent a clear picture,”’?? and that, “The
information is tantalising in its meagreness.”*?
Haig allcges, “It is difficult to understand
preciscly what happened to Akbar.””#4 Abul
Fazl as best as he could has amply conveycd
his message. With the choicest words he has
clavified that Akbar had some kind of com-
munion with God. Badaoni on the other hand
has cxplicitly defined the condition of Akbar.
What more could be said. As Akbar soon came
out of his trance and started attending to
matters of daily routine, Abul Fazl also gave
no further attention to the matter. All that
led by commonsense is that Akbar
must have felt some divine power entering
within him. The cxperience was so sudden,
and its impact so severe, that for a short while
Akbar was completely engrossed with it. Such
cxperiences have often been felt by holymen,
and ascetics. Mowever, such experiences cannot
be commonly defined, and perhaps that is the
reason why Akbar could not express it himself.

Now let us consider Epilepsy?® from the
medical aspect and observe whether Akbar
was subject to the disease from the medical

point of view.

“Epilcpsy in thc widest sensc, is a persistent
liability to occasional seizurcs. The seizures
may be associated with organic diseasc of the
brain or a toxic state, and if so the epilepsy is
said to be symptomatic.” The known causes (?f
symptomatic cpilepsy ar¢ numerous. In ad'd1~
tion the diagnosis is often bascd on assumption
because some item in the history of the case
provides a basis for supporting that organic
cerebral diseasc or injury has occurred, and
it requires much knowledge and good judge-

5
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ment to assess whether such an assumption is
well founded. Injury of the brain of any nature
whatever, whether from violence from without
or from disease within, may cause epilepsy.

Idiopathic epilepsy is defined as follows:
“A liability to fits or minor seizures, prone to
recur over long periods of time or even
throughout life, without any discoverable
organic disease of the brain or other known
causc of fits.” Defining the cause of epilepsy
it is stated, “of remote causes of the liability
in addition to organic discase of the brain,
heredity is the most important. While this
factor is regarded much less scriously now
than formerly, the fact remains that in a still
considerable proportion of cases, a history of
cpilepsy in a near relative is obtained.” Further
it is mentioned, “‘In a vast majority of cases of
idiopathic cpilepsy the tendency to fits first
reveals itself in childhood or adolescence. In
70 per cent of cases attacks have begun by the
age of 20, in 85 per cent by the age of 25. In a
small number of cases idiopathic epilepsy first
manifests itself in the fourth or fifthdecade,"
but far more frequently fits coming on after
the age of 25 are symptomatic of organic
cerebral diseases. Often children starting to
have fits in adolescence have had convulsions
in infancy.”

Giving a description of the attacks and the
state of an epileptic it is stated that in general
convulsive fits the tonic spasm in epilepsy
commences with conjugate deviation of both
eyes to one side, followed by rotation of the
head to the same side. The blood pressure
falls, the face appears to be pallid, the eyes
widely open, the pupils dilated and the corncae
insensitive.

At times an epileptic lets out what is known
as the ‘‘epileptic cry,” which are two quite
different sounds that may occur ‘at the com-

3 . . R
mencement of an epileptic attack. One is a
natural, conscious cry of terror as the fit com-
mences to grip the patient. The other is a
weird, unearthly sound.
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Somctimes  cpileptic  patients  bite their
tongues, and arc liable to incontimence often
cvacuating urine, seldom (he bowel, and
rarely both. Simple twitchings of individual
muscles or group of muscles, occurring, now in
one partof the body, now in another, &re seen in
the majority of cpileptics at some time or other.

Local convulsive fits hetter knowx: as “Jack-
sonian epilepsy” have their own symptoms.
In it the common foci of onsct are the angle of
the mouth, the thumb and index finger, and the

great toc. Occasionally other parts of the body
are also affected.

In addition therc arc other forms of epileptic
fits commonly known, such as, local paralytic
fits, sensory epileptic disturbances, psycho-
motor fits, and minor epilepsy which are more
or less common with the types already stated.

Whatever the sauses, signs, symptoms and
conditions of the different varietics of epilepsy,
one relevant feature is clearly evident that if
one is afflicted with the malady the victim
occasionally, if not frequently, undergoes the
torments of the disease entailing the risks of its
dangerous consequences at times. It is not a

disease which grips one only once in a lifetime and
then leaves the vietim in peace.

After taking into account the case-study of
epilepsy in the preceding pages it can be
stated that Akbar never suffered from any

discase of the brain. There is no cvidence of
the fact either in contemporary history or later
records. On the contrary a scarching study of
Akbar’s life and reign reveals that he was a mau
gifted with extraordinary qualities of the head
and heart. He was in possession of a robust
health and an iron constitution. As stated
already that before diagnosing a case of epilepsy
a sound knowledge and a good judgement are
extremely essential which, however, have not
been exercised by the two historians in the case of
Akbar. They have made no effort to substantiate
their charge by historical or medical proof.

As regards heredity we do not come across
any instance where Akbar's grandfather
Babur, or father Humayun, or their near
relatives suffered from cpilepsy. About Babur
and Humayun we have excellent details in
history of their lives and dceds.

As regards the age factor we have no evidence,
whatever, to show that Akbar in his infancy,
childhood, adolescence or in later years suffcred
from the malady. As for other signs, symptoms
and conditions of epilepsy we have further no
evidence to have found him in any such state.
So many contemporary writers, foreign visitors
to his court, both with a friendly and biased
attitude, have written in detail about his life
and the events of his reign but not a singlc
one has made reference to any such allusion.
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MEERUT UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE

INDIA’S FIRST PERIODICAL DEVOTED
TO HUMOUR °*

B. M. SaANKuDHER °

(National Archives of India, New Delhi.)

It is incontrovertible that humour is an
indispensable attribute of sound and ima-
ginative journalism. It is, therefore, rather
astonishing that newspapers and periodicals
in the early nineteenth century India could
not cultivate this trait and exhibited a total
neglect of this potential mode of journalism.
With the exception of a few, such as the Caleutla
Journal edited by James Silk Buckingham, the
Friend of India edited by J.C. Marshman, the
Asiatic Researches conducted by the Serampore
missionaries, the Fohn Bull, the Oriental Herald,
and the Bengal Magazine, most of the early
nineteenth century journalistic productions in
this country demonstrated a total lack of this
literary chamacteristic. Even these newspapers
and periodicals applied humour in a crude way
without an appreciation of its subtle in-
fluence and effectiveness. Humour thus was
not in vogue and was considered by the serious
writers as a humdrum, monotonous journalistic
device to attract subscribers. Perhaps, the
quality of humour which was often attempted
in different quarters may also be attributed
to this unhappy phenomenon.

The Meerut Universal Magazine was the
first literary journal in India devoted exclusively
to humour. Both in the selection of themes and
news items as well as in the mode of their
presentation the sole criterion was the amount
of humour they were likely to produce. Edited
by Captain Harvey Tuckett of the Eleventh
Light Dragoons, it commenced publication
in 1835. It was printed first at the Observer

Press, Meerut, and then at the Agra Press, Agra,
under the supervision of W. Ward and J.T.
King. It may be mentioned that Captain
Harvey Tuckett had a long journalistic ex-
perience. In 1831 he had started a journal
at Meecrut known as the Meerut Observer, which,
it is believed, he had carried on in manuscript
form since 1827.

Since its inception the Meerut Universal
Magazine, which was popularly known as the
MUM, came into conflict with the journalistic
world of India. The Englishman criticized it
for its ‘bastard language’, the Bengal Herald
found it ‘indefensible’ many a time, and in
the opinion of the India Gazeite and the Bengal
Chronicle ‘the communication of old hunks’
through the Meerut Universal Magazine was
not ‘authenticated’. Inter alia the most obvi-
ous rcason for this scathing condemnation was
a systematic tirade which the Meerut Universal
Magazine had launched against everything
vulnerable both in the journalistic world and
outside. Through its 1antalizing satire, ridicule,
sarcasim and wit, which filled its pages, the
Magazine did not spare anybody or anything
from its devastating criticism and exposure.

Whatever its merits and limitations, the
Meerut  Universal  Magazine was a  unique
periodical, with‘wit and humour’ as its declared
desaderatum. It is diflicult to come across
articles, poems, news, editorials and other
items in 1it, without a touch of humour. It
does not, however,mean that the trcatment of
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subjects in this journal was far from serious,
sober or sophisticated. The biographical sketch
of the U.S. President Andrew Jackson, “Cicero
as a Philosopher’, ‘On Juries’, and many
other articles which were published in 1836
in the Meerut Universal Magazine were
illustrative of its sobriety and sophistication.
It published from time to time feneral in-
formation about the towns of India, such as
statistics about the town of Saharanpur,
Muzaffarnagar etc. The predominant quality
of this literary magazine, however, remained
humour. Even in these items a few brilliant
literary flashes of humour could be discovered.
Writing about the towns in India, the Meerut
Universal Magazine remarked in 1836:

“All the towns in India, with a very few
exceptions: arc in ruins. Delhi is surrounded
by ruins. Agra, Burhanpore, Aurangabad have
immense suburbs in ruins. The Deckan is a
heap of ruins. Many towns in Central India
that had their hundreds of thousands of m:
habitants, are now literally without one, and
are swarming with leopards, tigers, elks, and
buffalloes. In deep forests you stumble upon
Hindu temples, Muhummedan gateways, stone
ranks 800 yards square, bhrick wells of large
dimensions, scores of acres of burying grounds
and all the other concommitants and proofs o;‘
wealth, power and population. Malthus would
never have written his too cclebrated work nor
Godwin ever written his too little valued
answer had they Leen in India.”

Similar expositions were made in an article
on ‘Despotism? Democracy and AristocraCy
or Tri-morpho-politeia-Heterodoxica’, when the
editor tried to define political adulterations in
1836. Despotism was described as the simplest
form of government. v

An idca about the quality of humour con-
tained in this monthly publication may be
obtained from the numerous comments which
the editor published under the caption ‘Loose
Lectures’. On Matrimony, the following ex-

tract published in th ) i
interesting reading: ¢ year 1836, provides an

“Wedl'ock is a ticklish thing,
Hey diddledec ho, ho diddlede

¢ he”

AND FURTHER :

‘¢ .

The.l'”.e.Pi:t:zogieg-[ﬁvm-nmcnl is purc despotism.
woman when sh ,Cr Almocml on carth lhfm a
That females :drz ca ]S her l.lusl)an.d .Mlslcr.
energies of Politi-clapdblc of sustaining the
tionable, when w(‘-a Government s u'nqucs-
names of ZencbiqL Cg“ lO_our memories the
Joanna cte, But iLn’ d atherine and Elizabeth,

ome

stic cconomy when 2
woman usurps undue 1

she has ol authority, when what
S a right to have is not teimpered with

. . f su h
n ¢

dlSC[Ctlo a.“d fOIb axall(,(’ th( l(,\\ O ¢

g: C I ] J r

AND STILL 'URTHER :

e s o /o
ON blue cyes, and black cyes and hazt‘l""

. .
ves, and light grey ¢yes, howdo I doat on
you all; Oh lovely eyes, oh

S . . s . 'n
eyes, hining, scarching

Oh lively ticklin
cyes A{Tece (c
cyes, what delicious,g e?ld; o it

a ng Ay . in y
effects ye aring overwhelming

produce! Mysterics gf myslcrics.”

In the same
Magazine
requisition

L year the Meerwt Universal
p;l)llshcd an inleresting  casce of
. » the sole object of which, it is axio-
matic ’
» Was nol a genul .
. genuine need but humout,
pure and simplec:

WaNTED

:}Oila::))ICUI;(l:lex‘ thil‘ly years of age, of UIchCL:p-
the usu learactcr and good connexions. With
e o ¢male accomplishments. She will be
Xpected .to take a handin culinary prcpara[ions,
;S Occasion may require. The knowledge of

olly Polly and custards absolutely indis-
pensable. Money not positively requisite. She
must nf)t stand five feet without her shoes, must
be docile, have good feet and tecth and must
pronounce the word OBEY audibly in the

marriage service, otherwise not to be deemed

valid.

,N.B. Red hair, not altogether furious, will not

be objected to. Applications to be made through
the printer to the address of LL.”

The Meerut Universal Magazine bhad a
passion for poetry. Almost cvery number of
this short-lived magazine overflowed with poetic
compositions. Under “Lays from the Benighted:
Iilustration of a Picture by Buss”, the MUM
published the following unorthodox extract:

« _.And as she sat, fast snoring in her chair,
Her feet were on the table elevated;

A posture, not exacily to compare

With that which is of Werter’s love related
When weeping over his tomb:-one leg was bare
For her red garter was alack! unmated

And so her stocking (Black it was, not bluc)
Slipt down, revealing such a calf to view.”

~ The same year Rokeby Cassilis wrote © Lady
Edith: A Legendary Lay”:

“She bent and kissed her lover’s cheek,
‘t was cold as winter’s snow!

e felt his . it did not beat!
She felt his heagt, 1t did no
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And her’s grew chill with woe!

The moon burst forth. What to her gaze
Hath its red light displayed?

She startled,shrieked with wild amaze,
Is that father's blade?

Thus the MUM was hardly mum about
anything. On the contrary, it was both bold
and outspoken. The Loose Lectures, the Hepati-
tis Hippobatees, My Notebook: A thing of
shreds and patches, Whitings Eyes, the Turton
Fund, Item on IT, My Furlough and many
other such articles and comments were 2ll
full of “Hurra, fai-lal-de-lai-da’ and similar
expressions of joy, laughter and merriment.
What a sane advice, the MUM had to give to
its readers nnder ‘Azim: A tale of Khorassan’:

“Poor feilow! he had suffered much of late,
Was wounded, slashed and cut in every way,
His sanses too were wandering, for what

He strived to seize just now 't were hard to say,
Perhaps he saw his dear-beloved mate,

Who might have showed herself like wanton fay;
Bu: when a rival takes your wife, by gad!
IUs quite enough to drive the devil mad!!!

The Meerut Universal Magazine came to
an end in 1837.




THE WORK OF CHHATRAPATI RAJARAM
IN MAHARASHTRA

From MancusKAROHANA TO THE DEPARTURE ror Jinge

. P. S. Joswt '
(Kirti College, Bombay)

The work of Chhatrapati Rajaram in Maha-
rashtra from the time of his Manchakarohana
to his departure for Jinji, i.c., during the period
from 12-2-1689 to 26-9-1639 AD,, gives us an
idea about his capacity to organize and manage
military and administrative matters and (o
face critical situations.

The historical ~ sources for the study of
Chhatrapati Rajaram for this period are
meagre. But if we read them critically, they
give us ample information about his work and
activities in Maharashtra 1o resist Empecror
Aurangzeb.

The Maratha general Santaji Ghorpade,
Khando Ballal and others, escaping from the
skirmish in which Chhatrapati Sambhaji was
captured by Mughal genecral Mukarrabkhan
at Sangameshwar, rcached Raigad before
8-2-1689'. Santaji Ghorpade collected the
Maratha army and procceded to rescue Sam-
bhaji from the hands of Mukarrabkhane,
Another Maratha general, Dhanaji Jadhay,
also marched against the Mughal army?, Al
this seems to be before the Manchakarohan,
ceremony of Rajaram, which took place on
12-2-1689. By that time the Marathas had
realized that it was not possible to rescue
Sambhaji from the hands of the Mughalss,

Taking into account the cordial relations
which Rajaram had with Sambhaji gnd his
queen Yesubai® and the respect and affection
he held for them and Shahu® it can be con-
strued that Rajaram might have taken some

steps for the release of Sambhaji. But as yet
we do not have any proof for this from ‘.hc
available historical records, Morcover, Raja”
.ram’s steps do not scem to have materialize
Into anything as Sambhaji was actually dragg®
to the camp of Aurangzeh at Bahadurgad %
15-2-16897, hardly aficr three days from the
tme of the Manchakarohana ceremony ©
Rajaram. Till the 15th of March 1689, Aurang”
zeb cruelly played with the life of Sambhal!
by torturing and humiliating him and finally
by putting him to death®.

When the Maratha State was shaken by
the calamity of Sambhaji’s capturc and dca'th’
Chhatrapati Rajaram rose (o the occasion
and saved it from a fall,

Rajaram was a man of genial® and sober
temperament'® having agrecable speech. ' He
was of self-sacrificing zcal!2 and was capablc_ of
handling tricky politics and fighting as Occasm]f:
demanded1s, Rajaram was brave and clevcl‘-r
He possessed military skill and expericnce i
“When called upon to save his father’s kingdoms
he brought to his task a cautious, discerning
mind, a vigour unimpaired by vice and a
spirit that no danger could appal, no disaster
dismay’’ 18,

When Rajaram became the Chhatrapati,”

he started his administration by contimlin:g:
the persons of the administration of Sambhajt
in their respective departments and posts'’.
This assured their loyalty to the Maratha
State and they did not betray the cause of

Rajaram even when Aurangzeb had tempted
them to do so's.
.

After this, Rajaram settled the case of the
Panhala conspiracy, which Sambhaji could
not decide due to his unexpected capture by
the Mughals. Unearthing the plot of the
Panhala conspiracy, Sambhaji had arrested
the persons who made an attempt to hand over
Rajaran and the fort of Panhala treacherously
to the Mughals!®. Rajaram released and rcs-
tored to their offices the persons who were
innocent and hurled down [rom a pericipice,
Yesaji and Sidoji Farjand, who were found
guilty 0,

From Rajaram’s Adnyapatra—a letter of

the Chhatrapati himself?!, dated 23rd April
168922, we come to know about an adminis-
trative measure taken by Rajaram in February
168923, i.c. soon after his Manchakarohana
ceremony at Raigad. We learn that Naropant
Amatya was plundered by bandits at Pedabe,
faluka Chiplun, when hc was on his way from
Samgameshwar to Raigad. To conduct the
investigation about this looting, Rajaram de-
puted his officer, Khandoji Gadec.

“About this geriod (1689), the attention of

the emperor (Aurangzeb) was attracted (0
the English, and in consequence of piracics
which began to be committed by individuals,
several of the factories belonging to the Last
India Company were scized” . Aurangzch
ordered Siddi Yakutkhan to drive the English
from Bombay?%, Siddi Yakutkhan attacked the
island of Bombay during the period of 15-2-1689
to 22-6-16902%. During this period of their
conflict with the Siddi, the condition of the
English at Bombay had become very critical*".
But the English at Bombay got saved from the

' Siddies, i.e., from the Mughals due to the timely

help given to them by Rajaram?®. Rajaram
allowed the English to recruit troops in the
Maratha territory?® and sent for their help his
15 ships with Maratha soldiers on 19-3-16893",
On 23-3-1689 and 26-3-1689 the leaders of the
Maratha soldiers of Rajaram went out from
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Bombay and procured more help for the
English®!, Meanwhile, Rajaram sent his as-
surance of sending his 1500 soldiers for the
help of the English at Bombay32, The men of
Rajaram also sent back safely to Bombay,
three Englishmen who were arrested by the
Siddi, and because of whose cruel and in-
human treatment to them they had fled to the
Maratha territory from Rajapur33, On 9-9-1689
Rajaramn sent his 60 soldiers to the English for
help and wrote letters to them assuring the
English his continuous support in their con-
fliet against Aurangzeb3!. It is clear from these
actions of Rajaram that he wished to have
good relations with the English as were main-
tained by Shivaji®> and Sambhaji®, especially
when they were fighting against his enemy,
Aurangzcb.

The wisc policy of statesimanship which we
sce of Rajaram towards the English, to make
common cause with them against Aurangzeb,
was also followed by him in his relations with
the Portuguese in Goa. Aurangzeb had started
taking steps against the Portuguese just as he
had taken against the English in India37,
Since hie sensed the emergence of a conflict
between the Mughals and the Portuguese,
it appears that Rajaram decided to have the
alliancc of peace and f{riendship with the
Portuguese, which the Portugucse maintained
with Shivaji® but which was disturbed during
the time of Sambhaji3?. From the letter dated
16-1-1691 of the Portuguese viceroy of Goa to
the King of Portugal we learn that “of late
years he (Rajaram) has been repeating this
request (to the Portuguesc government in
Goa)” and “had previously on several oc-
casions he (Rajaram) wrote 1o the Governors
Dom Rodrigo da Costa and Dom Miguel de
Almeida, requesting them to renew the alliance
of peace and friendship”4°. This clearly proves
that as soon as Rajaram started looking
after thc matters of the Maratha State he
took wecessary and  wise steps to establish
friendly rclations with the English and the
Portuguese, as Aurangzeb was a common
enemy to all of them. To the request of Rajaram
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for friendship, the Portuguese “responded with
the same demonstrations of friend§hip”“. “The
friendly relations with the Portuguese en-
cou.raged many officers of Rajaram to leave
their families in the Portuguese territory’’42,
When Rajaram was busy in doing the above
work from Raigad, the Mughal
Itiquat Khan (Later Zulfikhar Khan) besieged
that fortress on 25-3-168943 4 capture Raja-
ram*%. The Mughal siege of Raigad obstructed
the work of Rajaram and his ministers and
created danger to the life and safety of Rajaram,
Yesubai and her son, Shahu. To find out a
way o meet successfully this critical and
dangerous situation, Rajaram, Yesubai, the
Maratha statesmen, ministers and nobles held a
consultation meeting at Raigad*s,

General

In this meetir;g, when the stock of the entire
situation was taken, Yesubai advised Rajaram
and his ministers to escape from Raigad and
open a second front of warfare against the
Mughals in Maharashtra. As the fortress of
Raigad was sufficiently strong and well pro-
vided to defy the Mughals for some years,
she asked them not to worry about the safety
of herself and her son, Shahu%t. As the advice
of Yesubai was selfless and practical to meet
the exigencies of the time, Rajaram, his minis-
ters, nobles and generals accepted it47. After
this, Rajaram, his ministers, nobles and genc-
rals took an Oath of Allegiance to Shahu,
who was regarded by Rajaram as the rightful
heir to the throne of Shambhaji*®. Rajaram
then urged upon all to forget the unfortunate
happenings of the past and work more zeal-
ously than before, to protect the Maratha
State by defeating Aurangzeb??,

“As the besicgers strengthened their posts,
Rajaram wisely decided not to risk his all by
shutting himself up in that fort (Raigad),
but to go out of it in time, raise forces {rom
the country at.large and with them try to.drive
away the besiegers of Raigad”?®. Instilling
courage and optimism in the hearts of the
disheartened Marathas, Rajaram slipped out

of Raigad with his family and ministers likf
Ramchandrapant, Prajhad Niraji, Shankara)!
Malhar and others on 5-4-1689 and reach

Pratapgadst, Byt before his reaching PrataP”
gad, we are informed from the correspondence
between the Portuguesc Governor of Gozs
D. Rodrigo da Costa and Nabal Bahadu®
Khan, that Rajaram haq gone to the fortres®
of Javlly (Javali) and had spread  rumovf
tha}t “he has gone to Jingee 5z, Rajafams
going to Javali (which is in the hills and '
which the way i very difficult) is again €O
ﬁf‘med by the letter of Zulfikar Khan written 10
hlS_ father, Asad Khan, who was the Prim€
Minister of Aurangzeb3, In addition to this,
Zulfikar Khan tells us that “the cunning
enemy (Rajaram) wandered in the hills and
forests of Maharashtra in differcnt parts. He

was not keeping himse ) !
fort” 54 ping If shut in any particular

We learn from the Jedhe Karing, that at the

time when.l.{ajaram reached Pratapgad, there
were conditions of sever :

rashtra)Ss, In spite of this, the plan of Rajaramn
was to keep his family at the forts of Vishalgad
and Rangana and to keep on roving in Maha-
rashtra to fight against the Mughal armijesss,
The ministers of Rajaram, Remchandrapant,
Pralhad Niraji and Shankaraji Malhar
did the work of raising and org
Maratha troops in Maharashira’?,

also
anizing (he

T/us: Bakhar o Rajaram telly us that “‘after
reaching Pratapgad, Rajaram wrote letters to
different persons, inspected different forts and
provided them with material to conduct their
defence against the Mughals’*5s.

Even when Rajaram was busy in the military
matters, he paid proper attention to the work
of his government administration, This De-
comes clear to us from his Aduyapatra, dated
23-4-1689%. It shows that Rajaram’s officer,
Khandoji Gade, whom Rajaram had deputed
to conduct an investigation in the episode of
the looting of Naropant Amatya at Pedabe
(Taluka Chiplun) in February 1689, had

¢ famine (in Maha?

v

completed the work of his investigation. He had
recovered the articles which Naropant had lost
to the bandits. From those articles which
Rajaram returned to Naropant, he kept for
himself an ink-stand of gold (probably for his
own use)%. In return for the ink-stand of gold,
Rajaram decided tb give Naropant a quantity
of gold equal to its weight. In the Adnyapatra,
Rajaram had ordered Bahirji Naik Ghatge,
who was in charge of the treasury at Raigad,
to give that much of gold to Naropant without
hesitation. We also come to know from the
contents of this Adnyapatra that Rajaram had
written the same type of Adnyapaira to his
other officer, Rahuji Somnath®!,

We come to know from the letter of Zul-
fikhar Khan that Rajaram did notstay for long
in the fort of Pratapgad®?, when he saw that
the Mughals were going to invest it®3, After
making proper arrangements for its defence®’,
he went to fort Vasota®, which is in the hills
#of Satara, 5 miles to the west of Tambigaon®®
when the Mughals were pursuing him¢”. From
fort Vasota Rajaram seems to have gone to
the fort of Rajgad with his ministers and
nobles. We learn from the Futuhate Alamgiri
that after getting the news about Rajaram and
his prominent enobles at Rajgad, Aurangzeb
deputed Raja Kishor Sing to conquer Rajgad
and to either kill or capture Rajaram and his
nobles®s. When Kishor Sing besieged Rajgad,
Rajaram conducted with him talks about
his surrender to Aurangzeb®®. Rajaram kept
the talks lingering for two-three days and at
the proper opportunity one day escaped in
the night from Rajgad?,

From Rajgad, Rajaram seems to have gone
to Satara and Parali, to pay homage to the
Samadhi of Saint Ramdas. He halted in
between these places, to take rest, to levy
troops and to arrange defence against the
Mughals?!, Rajaram showed himself in his
different forts?2. All this vigorous activity was
conducted by Rajaram in the rainy season,
and when the Mughals pressed hard upon
him, he went for safety to fort Panhala’. At

6
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times he also moved to the Vishalgad and
Rangana forts74,

When Rajaram was at Panhala his minister,
Ramchandrapant, deputed Santaji Ghorpade
and Dhandji Jadhav to harass Zulfikar Khan
who had hesieged Raigad, and other Mughal
generals whd were invading the territories in
Mabharashtra. Santaji boldly raided the camp
of Aurangzeb at Tulapur and cutting the gold
tops off his tent poles carried them as trophics?s,
He and his brothers, Bahiji and Maloji
Ghorpade and the Maratha general, Vithoji
Chavan, attacked Zulfikar Khan and captured
five elephants from him?¢, When they presented
all these things to Rajaram at Panhala, Rajaram
honoured them suitably by giving the title of
“Mamalkat Madar” to Santaji, ‘“Hindurao”
to Bahirji, “Amir-ul-Umrao”.to Maloji and
“Himmat Bahaddar” to Vithoji Chavan??.
Rajaram appointed Santaji Ghorpade as the
Commander in Chief of the Maratha army
due to the recommendation of Ramchandrapant
even though he himself was in favour of appoint-
ing Dhanaji Jadhav to that post’™. Dhanaji
Jadhav also harassed the Mughal troops greatly
and achieved success. At Panhala, he was
honoured by the title ““Jaisingrao’ by Rajaram7®.
About the personal activity of Rajaram himself
we are told by Manucci, that ““Shivaji (Ram
Raja) never ceased rushing about every where
with the officers who sided with him, and
every where succeeded in his enterprises’s®,

All these Maratha victories and military
activity, though dazzling in nature and quality,
do not seem to have produced a check on the
onward march of the Mughal armies in Maha-
rashtra. After the death of Sambhaji, the
Mughal army conquered Kalyan, Prabalgad
(near Matheran), Mahuli, and the forts Kar- -
nala, Mukutgad, Mangalgad, Chanderi, Kha-
huda, Manikgad, Sankia and Dugad in the
Konkan area®l. In the Thana District, the
territdry of the Marathas went under the
Mughals by August 1689. The Mughal armies
had spread in Maratha arcas of Panhala,
Raigad and Chakan®® In the area around
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Raigad,Zulfikar Khan washarassing the Maratha
troops and population®s, Aurangzeb personall
had s'tationed himself at Koregaon and wa);
reducing the territory around Poona®4, The
Mughals had also become the masters (;f the
forts of Pratapgad, Sinhagad, Purandar Loha-
gad, Rajgad, Torna and Rohidass, Tlr,le forts
of Fonda, Banda and the territories of Kudal‘
Sankhali, Dicholi and Maneri had been con-’
quered by the Mughals®t. In the different
areas of the Maratha Kingdom, at places like
Supe, Baramati, Indapur, Mhasvad, Khatav’
Budh, Pachgaon, Kolhapur, Masur, Shipy .
Chakan, Shirval, Wai, Poona and K;rad thx’
Mughals had established their strong mil’itare
posts®”. Only the territory of Ratnagiri (barriny
Sa%ngamcshwar) and the forts of Satara Parlig
Vishalgad, Vasantgad, Rajmachi and I’{ulab,
(Alibag) had remained in the hands of thz
Marathas®. In that, sceing the vigorous milj-

tary activity of the Marathas from

Aurangzel Panhala,

b sent additional troons t 3
the Mughal posts in different I;ar(t)s S;;eﬁ:}l:j
rashtra and Raigad?®, The Mughals also in-
vested the fortresses of Rangana and Vishal ad
to check the activities of the Marathag®o fnd

the Mughal general Mukarrab Khap i
the fort of Panhala®1, " nvested

At this juncture, Chhatrapati Rajaram held
consultations at Panhala with his ministers to
decide about the course of action they were to
follow®2. We get the information about these
consultations and the meeting of Rajaram
with his ininisters from the Rajaram  Charitam
a contemporary work of Keshav Pandit, wh<;
was the Danadhyaksha of Shivaji, Sambhaji
and Rajaram?93,

We are informed by Keshav Pandit that in a
meccting which Rajaram held with his ministers
at Panhala, different ministers gave different
advice to Rajaram. Some ministers gave the
advicc of continuing warfare vigorously against
AL.11~angzeb (in Maharashtra) and the* other
ministers advised the means of conciliation
bribery, dissension and surrender in the wa;
that was going on against Aurangzeb®s, But

Rajfiram did not approve (accept)®® their
advice. In that meeting, Rajaram’s minist€t

Pralhad Niraji, suggested that by leaving the 4

carc of the territory of Maharashtra to Ram-
chandrapant, Rajaram should go 1o Karnatak
and work persistenty  from d.“:rc to protect
the Maratha State from (hee Mughal attacks®
As the military situation in Maharashtra was
very critical for the Marathas, Rajaram 2p-

PY.OVCd (accepted) the advice of Pralhad
Niraji??,

'I'hx.s .COnsuIta(ion mecting of Rajaramn with
his ministers was in line with the administrative
poll?y of Shivaji the Great, who frecly sought
adYIC(.:. from his ministers®®. ‘I'he ministers ©
Shivaji were expected to give him advice
thm he asked for it. Byt he was not bound by
thexr. advice; he could accept or reject it*.
In his meeting with the ministers, Rajaram did
not approve (accept) the advice of some minis-
ters, but he approved (accepted) the advice

?o“f;i ir:mlstcr, Pralhad Niraji and dccided 0y

. Ir(l1 the light of this, the contention of Shri
endre, that...“as the minjsters of Rajaram

deci ;
2,"1ded t(: go to Karnatak, ‘weak-minded ’

Rajaram without ;

o > any allernatice’, went after

: m’’ 100 begomcs untenable. If he was really
gon?p:fﬁ mind, since constitutionally he was
even to accept the advice of a
surrender 'lo Aurangzel, Rajaram would have
accepted it as soon gg some of his ministers
suggested it, Byt Rajaram, being a man of
stcrn.er mettle, chose to follow a hard path of
fighting relentlessly against mighty Aurangzeb-
Moreover,' it does not appear that the plan
about Rajaram’s going (o Jinji was decided
upon fOf‘ the first time in this meeting. 'The
plan which seems to have been mooted earlicr
was decided to be acted upon during the time y
of the meeting at Panhala. For, it clearly
gets revealed from the correspondence between
the Portuguese Governor D. Rodrigo da Costa
of Goa and the Mughal Governor of Bel-
.gaum,.Bahadur Khan, that while leaving Raigad
ltself, i.e. in April, 1689, Rajaram had spread

the rumour that “he has gone to Jingee 101,
This mcans that at Raigad itself the possibility
of Rajaram’s going to Karnatak was known
to all, including Yesubai.

In addition to the cause that the military
situation in Mahazashtra had become critical
for the Marathas, there scems to be another
immediate cause which led Rajaram to take
the decision to go to Karnatak.

It appears that sometime during this period,
when he was planning to go to Karnatak,
Rajaram reccived at Panhala, the news about
the upheaval that was taking place in Karna-
tak102, We learn that since 1687 A.D., Aurang-
zeh was trying to bring the whole of Karnatak
under his control'°3. When the pressure of the
Mughals was increasing in 1689 A.D., the Chief
Maratha Subhedar of Karnatak, Hirji Mahadik,
the husband of Sambhaji’s sister, Ambikabai,
was “upsct by the reports of the Mughal
progress and Maratha reverses in Maharashtra

“ind for a time he seems to have thought of

submitting to the Mughals and paying them
tribute’’ 193, In that, he had serious dissensions
with his assistant, Kesho Trimal Pingle??.

In the contexg of this additional complicated
situation it seems that Rajaram and his ministers
decided to go to Karnatak. Keshav Pandit
does not seem to be in the know about this and
has therefore not told us anything about the
situation in Karnatak and this additional
reason due to which Rajaram went to Jinji, in
his Rajaram Charitam. But we get a fairly good
idea about the aims and motives of Rajaram
due to which he went to Jinji from the Madras
English Factory Records. We are told that the
aims and objectives of Rajaram to go to Jinji
from Maharashtra were, to establish order in

.Karnatak; to open a second front of warfare in

Karnatak; bifurcate the Mughal army which
was pressing its full strength on Maharashtra
and by uniting the Hindu Princes and the
Nayaks, to re-establish the Kingdoms of Gol-
konda and Bijapur which were lost to the
Mughals1®%, He also had an idea to arrange
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for the attack on the Mughal army in Maha-~
rashtra from Karnatak 107,

Having told us about the decision of Rajaram
to go to Karnatak, Keshav Pandit tells us that
Rajaram performed the Navaratra Puja and
celebrated the festival of Vijaya-Dashmi
(Dasara) with his ministers, generals and
relatives at Panhala up to 14-9-1689198, After
the Dasara Day, i.e. 14-9-1689 A.D., the other
Mughal forcesbegin to converge upon Panhala10®,
Seeing this, Rajaram seems to have made
up his mind finally to go to Karnatak and he
started making arrangements for his adminis-
tration during the time of his absence in Maha-
rashtra.

Out of the ministers of Sambhaji, Yesubai had
alrcady given the post of the Pratinidhi to
Pralhad Niraji at the time of the Mancha-
karohana of Rajaram!1’. That, Pralhad Niraji
acted as the Pratinidhi when Rajaram had not
gone to Jinji is proved by his seal on a letter
dated 22-9-1689111, Rajaram placed the terri-
tory of the Maratha State around Korigod for
administration under his minister Shankaraji
Narayan. The rest of the territory of the
Maratha State was given by him under Ram-
chandrapant Amatya, He also placed the
Maratha army and its generals, Santaji Ghod-
pade and Dhanaji Jadhav under the control
of Ramchandrapant112,

When Rajaram was busy in making the
above arrangement for his administration, we
find that he paid attention to the other matters
of his administration and its correspondence.
This is proved by the fact that he wrote letters
to the Portuguese of Goa to renew the alliance
of peace and friendship which they had with
Shivajili3 repcatedly and to the English at
Bombay assuring them his help against the
Siddis!?! and thereby against Aurangzeb. Raja-
ram might have also received letters in reply
from shem. In the Maratha administration
according to the Jabta (order) of Shivaji, in
which he had laid down the rules for the work
of his different ministers and officers, we learn
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tl.lat the Chitnis was required to read ¢ k
klflg the letters received for hirg 115 ang thc
Diwan was required to explain the (:ontt s
of the letters written by the Minist ond
o.thers to the king!1s, Support to t}(:rs o
tinuance of this practice in the Marat;aczg-

ministration is lent by the f;
act that i
observed by Sambhajil1?, ot

It was i
by Rajaram?118 aiso continued

who ha i i i
administ'ration the minis(;’lcrsC Ozgcllmf)(iﬁ i
Sambhaji. The inference about the e (')f
nuance of this practice under Rajar cont?_
strfangthened more by the fact thaJt w re.
quired by the Jabta of Shivajil1? the st
of Rajaram were constantl o
the State husiness and o

ministe'rs of Rajaram, Ram;::ld::;:s:s. PThe
h?fd Niraji, Shankaraji Malhar, Khando ,B 1rlal-
Nilakantha Moreshwar Pingle, Krishnaii Aa 2
Sal.)hasad and ethers were \:vith Ra'jll o
Raigad and at Panhalal20, Th;s ii;z:m i
proved more when we take into afcount g(;}ts
contents of the letter dated 22-9-1689 o
V;;C f;)nd the seals of Nilakantha
the Prime Minister, and iraii
Pratinidhi of Rajaram?21, PIrZHi?lcils ll\lltl;ajl,'tll'e
stated that the commander of 5000 etr oo
Malhar Dadaji, communicated the d e
Malharji Bhandvalkar to serve faithfu e
Rajaram; Malhar Dadaji

y with him 1o transact

on which
Moreshwar,

lly under
had conveyed the

obeisance of Malharji Bhandvalkar to Rajaram
and that Malharji Bhandvalkar would serve the
II:;ISarZ;It:a State faithfully. These details and

wapatra dated 23-4-1689 A.D. prove
that Rajaram was receiving communications
and was issuing orders.

It becomes clear from lh(; evidence recorded
:dbove that Rajaram took important decisions
in matters of administration, held meetings
of his ministers for their advice at critical timess
acccl?ted or rcjected their advice, roamed in
thediflicult hilly parts and forcsts of Maharashtra
o arrange the Maratha resistance against
A’j’raf]gzcb and continued the administrative
practices of Shivaji,

GTISHS p}ioveithz?t the view of Shri Sardesai,
in;ti X t”at Rajaram posscssed no dash of

ative and (hat “lu-s ([{aja[.a!nss) mind
and body were both weak”12 and which i
lar'gcly . SuppOl"th })y Shri Bcndrclgs, Dl‘.
Brij Kishore124  Shyi Garget®s . others,

is untenable, ¥

adj:;fitrcl:irst::?pleﬁng due arrangements for the
Rajaram ton and defence of Maharafhfl‘”fi»
order to bcscsp(:d from Panhala for Jinji ~ 1%
on 26'9-1289?;?1(1 the reach of the Mughal‘s

» when the /Mughal armi€s
were scatteredl?? ip Maharaslura,'
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF LORD CGURZON: SOCIO-ECONOMIC POLICIES

V. C. BHUTANI K

The study opens with an account. of soc‘io—
cconomic conditions in British India during
the period 1880-1898. The statements zfndf
hypotheses presented arc based on th.c views ‘o
Indian nationalist leaders and English states-
men and oflicials. The state of agricu'lture hfo
been examined. The causes of lack of mdusma}“
devclopment are also studied and the extcut‘o1
the establishment of their employment potc.ntla
has been stated. The progress of cducational
processes and political advance have also l‘)ccn
noted. Particular notice has l?cen lak.cn.ol the

» policies which are studied in detail in the
i ensuing chaptcrs.

The first chapter embodics an eva}ufition' of
the criticism of the land revenue admlnl'stratlon
in all the major provinces. The question has
been treated provincewise, and the history ar}d
development of the land revenuc system in
cach province has been reviewed nglIlD..l‘ng
from a period which formed a convenient
stage for cach province separately. It has b(?eg
necessary frequently to go back a I}undlc
years. The government’s statement of its land
revenue policy has been analyzed and evaluatcd.‘
While defending its policy the .g.ovcrnmcnt
realized that there were certain rigid fCZ}tl:erS
and aberrations which would bear liberahzmg.
Such modifications have been noted and their
importance and impact on land revenue systems

i inci nent
+ explained. The principal acts of governr

in this direction were its rcvisi‘on of the practice
in respect of exemption of improvements by
landlords at their cxpense fro@ asscs?‘mcnt of
revenue (and a similar exemption of 11nprov§-
nents by tenants from cnhanccgnent of rent)
and the systematizing of the policy of suspen-

stons and remissions of land revenue on account
of variations of season to suit the paying capacity
of agriculturists.

The second chapter attempts to trace the
circumstances that led to the extensive in-
debtedness of the agricultural classes who were
forced to borrow from village moncylenders.
This result had been brought aboyt by the
land revenue policy of the government as well as
by the parenthetic imposition of ‘thc western
type judicial and legal structure \thlCh fayoured
moneylenders against agriculturists. T}‘ns pro-
cess of borrowing eventuated in considerable
transfers of agricultural land which was the
only mecans open to moncylenders to enforc-e
repayment of credits. In. order to stop this
dispossession  of the agricultural classes th'e
government could not bring about any organic
or radical changes in its land revenue policy
or judicial system. The transfers were therefore
prohibited by law. Under thc-new law only
agriculturists could buy agricultural land.
In the Punjab the result was stoppage of trans-
fers to non-agriculturists but larger agricultural
tribes were absorbing the possessions of smaller
tribes. The credit of cultivators contracted
slightly. The experiment in Bundelkhar}d led
to similar results. In Bombay the policy of
restricting transfers was not introduced be-
cause such withdrawal of rights would lead to
strong political agitation which the government
had no confidence to face.

Tit third chapter deals with the attempts
of the government to remedy the defects which
its policics and Indian conditions had callefi
into existence. The first of these was the organi-
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zation of the co-operative movement by which
it was hoped to provide some of the credit
which under prevailing conditions was ob-
tained from moneylenders. The rules under
which the takavi advances were given and
recovered were liberalized. The objects of the
government in incurring the outlay on irriga-
tionschemeshave been examined and the result of
that effort stated. The beginning of the develop-
ment of scientific agriculture and arrangements
for agricultural education have been recorded.
The evolution of a liberal and enlightened
famine relief administration has been traced.

The fourth chapter deals with the highly
urbanized subject of education. Its relation
with the agrarian subjects dealt with in the
first three chapters has been stated. The
results of agricultural and allied operations had
an equal importance for the urban people who
were able to question the efficacy of the economic
policies of the government and eventually also the
whole logic of British presence in India. The
reform of the educational system was governed
by the need to check the advance of an anti-
British feeling which at that time was synony-
mous with the development of national con-
sciousness. The stages in the implementation of
programme of educational reform have been
studied. The reconstitution of the governing

bodies of universities was carried out with the
object of preserving the predominance of
western educated men. This amounted to the
exclusion of Indians from any effective say in the
control of university action. Indian criticism
of this reconstitution of university organs has
been stated and assessed. *

In the conclusion an attempt has becn made
to .d.etermine the place and importance of
pphcms studied in the chapters in the perspec-
tive of Lord Curzon’s administration as a whole
.by including, besides the statement of findings
in respect of matters dealt with in detail, a
review of the remaining administrative policies
regarding financial and political matters. The
objects of Britith policy towards India and her
progress have been stated on the basis of the
foregoing study. It has also been attempted to
present an understanding of the nature, result
and prospects of the Indo-British relationship at
the opening of the twentieth century.

The bibliography contains details of sources
cionsultcd in writig the thesis. The sources are
listed in the following categories: unpublished
recorc'ls of government, unpublished official
compilations, private papers, unpublished theses,

official publications, periodical literature and
secondary works,

BOOK REVIEWS °

Problems of Empire: Britain and India
1757-1813, by P. J. MarsHarL; Historical
Problems: Studies and Documents, No. 3,
edited by G. R. Erron, London, George Allen
and Unwin, 1968, Price 18s.

There is a danger that this slender volume
might be overlooked. One does not expect to
find a comprehensive discussion of an historical
problem in an introduction to a collection of
documents. Nor does one expect a signi-
ficant collection of original documents on a
major topic in such a brief space. But here
both may be found. Of particular significance
for India is that the material presented is good
M.A. standard, though here also there is
danger in its being overlooked because the

“+problem of empire is presented as a chapter in

British history and therefore not directly related
to our courses in Indian history. But this also
would he unfortunate because the two histories
are so interrelated.

The introduction provides little that is new.
Its significance is that in 100 pages the readf:r
has an excellent summary of recent scholarship
in three well-written essays. The first, State
and Company, considers the constitutio.nal
questions raised by the acquisition of political
power by a chartered trading ccgmpany, and
the gradual intervention by parliament. In a
brief compass the major points of Lucy.Suther-
land’s basic work on the company 18th
century politics are given. The second essay,
Responsibilities of Empire, traces the .debate‘s
in parliament over the precise form which th.ls
authority should take. There is a certan
weakness in seeing the issues here as being
decided exclusively in parliament, when the
crucial scene of action was in India. But }he
author does acknowledge that the discussgon
and decisions he describes are largely reaction

7

to fait acE:ompli in India. The third essay,
Trade and Tribute, properly restores a focus
on the central function of the company, des-
cribing in detail the nature of its trade. There
is an interesting suggestion of the way parlia-
ment came to think of trade as tribute paid to a
sovereign who had won the right to rule through
military conquest. Put together these three
essays present a complete and accurate picture
of the problems of early empire which con-
fronted the British.

The collection of documents is even more
impressive. There are 45 separate ifems, and
each is a carefully edited bit included to make
a particular point. Unfortunately they are put
in a completely random order. This limits
their usefulness to being used in conjunction
with the text, where they are mentioned as
they illustrate the point being made by the
writer. They could better be grouped by the
nature of the documents: Charters and Acts
of Parliament; Parliamentary Debates; Ques-
tions of Trade; Attitudes toward India; Mis-
cellaneous. Of course such a grouping might
reveal some gaps but no major ones. This work
is a model of a proper use of introduction to
a subject with supporting documents. One
could only wish that there were many more
such works available for our M.A. students.

Frank D. van Aavst

Sir William Jones: A Study in Eighteenth
Century British Attitudes to India, by
S.N. MukHERJEE, Cambridge, at the University
Press, 1968. Price 50s.

Here is another example of biography
qualﬁ'ying as history. This work joins an
impressive group of recent works of a similar
sort by Kenneth Ballhatchet, Ainslie Embree,
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Vishnu Narain and T. H, Beaglehole among
others. Taken together these works demon-
Stratc. how‘ biography of representhtive persons
can illuminate major issues and provide a
focus for analysis which is helpful both (o the
researcher and the reader. Such works raise
ai"resh the question of the role of great men in
history. When put alongsideure.cent mono-
graPhS in which historians ‘try to emulate
saciologists, the importance of these studies
can readily be seen. Particularly for the young
research scholar and his guide this sort of
topic commends itself as being both manage-
able and worthwhile. It presents two problems:
(H H.OW lo weave the biographical and general
material into a meaningful pattern; and (2)
How to select a properly representative person.
The present book is eminently successful on the
first count, but runs into snags on the second.

Mukherjee’s organization is closer to the
traditional form of biography, than some of
the other similar works. He has taken great
pains in the writing, indicating that the work
was not rushed into press, a welcome rarity
these days. After a concise introduction on
general British attitudes to India, Chapter 2
traces the first half of Jones’ career, its English
phase, as that of a “philosopher among courtiers,”’
emphasizing the interesting combination of
Jones” obvious dedication to scholarship and
his involvement in the world of action. Here
Jones’ career is traced. In the third chapter
Jones’ fascination with oriental scholarship is
described and his contribution evaluated.
Chapter 4 “A Staunch Whig but very Wrong-
headed,” summarizes his legal and political
ideas, and places them firmly in the context
of the times. This chapter also discusses the
delay in Jones’ appointment to the Bengal
judgeship but unfortunately sheds no new
light on the reasons for the delay. Such an
explanation would be valuable in understand-
ing how politics influenced India appoint-
ments. From Chapter 5 there is a record of
Jones’ Indian career, the first again ‘being
chronological and hiographical, focusing on
the establishment of the Asiatick Society.

Next comes an evaluation of Jones’ precise
contribution to Indic studies. (This is perhaps
the book’s major contribution.) The final chapter
discusses his legal and political views about
British rule in India. All is clearly and concisely
written. The interesting carcer of this fascin-
ating intellect draws the reader from chapier
to chapter and in the pm(‘es; introduces him 0
the main intellectual currents of the late eighte-
enth century.

But there is something lacking. Afier JO“”,
career is divided up into its English and 1ndi®?
phases, and his mind into its legal, political 8"
oriental compartments, one wonders whethe?
it is possible to put Jones back together agai™
Also, the subtitle of the book: A Study P
Eighteenth Century British Attitudes to India
leads the reader to expect more than is 10 b€
found. Who is to blame: Jones or Mukherjee?
In one sense, Jones. He was a genius, but an
erratic one. His interests in law, politics and
oriental studies are not all of a piece. Also,
his interest in India was largely mundanc, .«
He wanted a position which would give him
financial security while making it possible to
pursue his oriental studies. He was also moti-
vated by a desire to get away from England,
where he found the political climate unfavorable,
and his need for money too pressing. So he
thought of leaving; to America or India,
The former offered prospects of political
freedom; the latter of easy money and oppor-
tunities for study. But it should be remembered
that Jones’ oriental interests started wij,
Arabic and Persian, and included Chine
before Sanskrit. Apart from a gencraj inter
in Asia, his attitude 0 Indja had no

) ) real
content. After arrival in Calcuqa his sensitive

nature and determination 10 work mad

N¢

est

an : _ e him
appreciative of Indian awvilization, and led
him to make significant contributions 1o Indic

studies. Certainly his role in the

the Asiatick Society was decisive, and only his

Persistcncc kept it alive in i infancy. Mukher-
Jee _dOCS analyze the exact nature of his contri-
bution to scholarship, hut there is little. about
Jones’ attivude 1o India, and less about his

founding of ¥

influence on others. Was he a moulder of
opinion? Did his work make any impact
beyond the study tables of his fellow scholars?
The author does not tell us. It is strange that
in the summary chapter on Jones’ legacy it is
stated that his most important contribution
was the founding of the Asiatick Society;
and then in explaining this significance he
relates the beginnings of the Indian renaissance
and nationalist movement to the work of the
society. Certainly this is important, but it
is not directly related to the British attitudes to
India. So it seems that Jones’ greatest contri-
bution had an impact on Indians, but not so
much on Britishers. What Jones considered
his major contribution to British government
in India was the digest of laws which he had
not yet completed at his death. Here Mukher-
jee goes into considerable detail explaining
the attitude of Jones 10 India and the British
role. But he glosses over the fact that this great
work was never utilized by the government.
A law code for India was not really formulated

“vuntil the early 1830s. The implication of

these observations is that Jones, for all his
genius, was not a very influential person nor
representative of British attitudes 10 Asia.
If this is so, then the work under review quali-
fies as nothing more than a traditional bio-
graphy. As slich it is certainly a good one.
But for the purposes announced, Jones does
not live up o our expectations, and therefore
was a poor choice.

Still, Jones cannot be completely dismissed.
He was one of the first important persons to
have carcers both in England and in India.
And in both he made some mark, cven though
seemingly not commensurate with his genius.
There is one major point which if elucidated
could make the book live up to its claim.
Interestingly this point is mentioned in the
introduction, and even the dust cover mentions
it: Jones was a Whig and almost a radical
at home, supporting the cause of liberty. In
India he accepted the authoritarian pattern
of British rule. How was this possible? This is
one of the major questions of British attitudes.
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In the late nineteenth century it becomes a
psychosis, a kind of schizophrenia. Jones is
one of the best early examples of the central
problem. Mukherjee does describe the posi-
tion of Jones on this score, but does not give
it as full a treatment as other of his ideas.
Those aspects of Jones’ thought which are
less important vis a vis the British attitude
to India are admirably dealt with, and provide
the reader with a good introduction to the
intellectual history of the time. But on this
one subject, the author does not fit it into the
wider context and is satisfied to describe Jones’
ideas in isolation. Here the fault is not Jones’.
This gap compounds the weakness inherent
in the choice of Jones for the purpose of illu-
minating eighteenth century British attitudes
to India. This illusirates the problem of this
type of historical study, but also indicates its
fruifulness when properly employed.

I'rank D. van Aarst

Early Centuries of Russian History by B.
RyBakov: Progress Publisters, Moscow, 1965,
pp- 231, with map and plates.

This book under review, written by a pro-
minent Soviet historian, is purely based on
ancient chronicles, the testimony of foreign
writers, codes of law and also on archaeological
findings, and covers the period between the
9th and the beginning of the 13th centuries
A.D. In the 9th century A.D., a huge and
historically important state came into being in
Eastern Europe—the Middle Dnieper region.
This Kiev Rus state may justly be placed
alongside the empire of Charlemagne. Kiev
was the capital of this feudal state and it served
as ““the mother of Russian Cities”, at that time.
With the gradual enlargement of the territorial
boundaries of this state the concept of “the
Russian land” was extended to all the territories
of Eastern Slavdom. It has been established
by n.oled Soviet historians, by studying earlier
sources and comparing them with archaeologi-
cal data, that “since ancient times the name
Rus has been associated with the Slavic Dnieper
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region”, In fact a mass of information about
Kiev Rus can be found in Russian bylinas
(epics), Scandinavian sagas and Polovtsian
songs, accounts of the Arabian and Persian
geographers, Byzantine chroniclers and the
Russian annalists.

In this book Mr. Rybakov has traced the
early history of Kiev Rus, characterised it as
one of the largest states of Medieval Europe
and analysed the break-up of Kiev Rus state
into independent principality-kingdoms during
the epoch of “‘feudal fragmentation” (as the Rus-
sian historians termed it.)

This work is devoted to a detailed study ¢
the village, town and castle of feudal Rus
the class struggle, prominent rulers, wars witk
the .Polovtsi and the political history of tht
Russian lands. It gives a clear idea abow
the methodology applied by Soviet scholars in
studying medieval history.

The scholarship manifested in this book is

of a high standard and there is a useful glossary
of technical terms,
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on the rights of the East India Company.
Lg)ndon, 1778.

East India Company.
Considerations on the necessity of lower-
ing the exorbitant freight of ships employed
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205.

206.

in the service of the East India Company.
By A. Brough. London, 1784,

Considerations on the present state of
the East India Company’s affairs: by a
person, now, and for a long time past
interested in them. London, 1764. ’

Copies and extracts of advices to and
from India relative to the...war against
Tippoo Sultan...the partition of his domj-
nions etc. London, 1800.

207, ——

208.

209.

210.

211.

Cor.respondence and proceedings in the
negociation for a renewal of the East India
Company’s building and navigating their
own ships. London, 1768,

Debate at the Fast India House...on a
resolution of the Honourable Court of
Directors, to erect a statue of the Mar-
quese Wellesley, K. G., in Court room of
the proprietors, London, 1841,

Debate at the General Court held at the
East India House on...December 6, 1798
for...reconsidering...the resolution. ..for
granting a pension to Robert, Lord
Hobert,...reported by William Woodfall.
London, 1799,

The Debates held at the East India
House on...the 17th December, 180]...

reported by William Woodfall, London,
1801.

An eqniry into the rights of the East
India- Company of making war and
peace; and of possessing their tewitorial
acquisitions without the participation or
inspection of the British Government...

212.

213,

214,

215,

216.

217,

218.

written in the year 1769, and now first
pubd. [sd: An old proprietor] London,
1772.

East India Company.

An essay on the rights of the East India
Company to the perpetuity of their trade,
possession and revenue¢ in India, and t©
the appointment of their officers an
servants...3rd ed. London, 1778.

An Examination of statcments ma(?C
during a rccent debate at the East Indi2
House, in a letter to Licutenant Gener?
Welsh, and the 220 service Memorialists
of the Indian Army. By a proprietor:
London, 1852,

A gradation list of the officers of th.e
Bengal Infantry with the dates of the
commissions. London, 1796.

Heads of an agreement between Parlia-
ment and the East India Company
London, 1780.

Heads of the speech of the Right Hon:
H. Dundas in the Hous¢ of Commons

February 25th, 1793 on the affairs of

the East India Company. London, 1793

A hint upon the present dcbatcs on
Indian Affairs. London, 1782.

A history of all thc European Settk?-
ments in thc East Indies...with a prc'll‘
minary discourse, containing a ConCi®
account of Sic History, from the earliest
times to the first arrival, by sea, of the
European  navigators. (The Oriental
Magazine or East India Intelligence®
no. 1) London, 1782.

Compiled by N. CHATTERJEE

o MICROFILM HOLDINGS OF REPORTS ON INDIAN NATIVE

NEWSPAPERS IN THE U.S.A.
(Mapras: June 1908—Novw. 1909)

Reel No. 8

Madras  Native Newspapers: June-Dec., 1908;

Jan.-Nov., 1909.

June 13, 1908: British Rule—Explosives Act—
Press Act—Famine—Anglo-Indians—Ameri-
can Sympathy.

June 20, 1908: Whipping Act—Police—Rail-
ways—DBritish Rule—India Council—]Judicial
Officers—Non-violence—Explosives ~ Act—
Press Act—Famine—Swadeshism.

June 27, 1908: Pan-Islamism—Land Revenue—
* Courts—Lord Morley—Decentralization—
Boycott—Anarchy and Sedition—Americans.

July 4, 1908: Lord Morley—Persia—Anglo-
Indians—Legislative Council—Sel{-Govern-
ment—Press Act.

July 11, 1908: Sedition Cases—Church of
England —Press—Persia—Lord Morley—
Unrest.

July 18, 1908: Sedition Cases—British Rule—
Press—Partition of Bengal—Swadeshism—
South Africa.

July 25, 1908: Sedition Cases—Punishments—
Lord Morley—Press Act.

"t Aug. 1, 1908: Sedition Cascs—Factory Labor—
Tariff Reform—Executive Council—Press—
British Rule.

Aug. 8, 1908: Press—Provincial Conference—
Sedition Cases—Exodus to Hills—Unrest—
Indian Rights,

)

Aug. 15, 1908: Disease—Sedition Cases—
Voting—Indian Rights—Press Act.

Aug. 22, 1908: Sedition Cases—Indian Grie-
vances—Currency—Press  Act—Clongress—
Politics in Schools.

Aug. 29, 1908: Sedition Cases—Press Act—
Swadeshism—Congress—DBritish Rule—
Industrial  Conference—Self-Government—
Unrest.

Sept. 5, 1908: Sedition Cases—Self-Govern-
ment—Indians in South Africa—Adminis-
trative Reforms—DPress Act.

Sept. 12, 1908: Indians in South Africa—
Judicial Functions—Sedition—Swadeshism—
Political Offenders—Representative Govern-
ment.

Sept. 19, 1908: South Africa—Sedition Cases—
Industrial Conference—Judicial Functions—
Village Courts—Land Survey—Self-Govern-
ment.

Sept. 26, 1908: South Africa—Industrial Con-
ference—Military Budget—Nationalism—
Sedition—Students.

Oct. 3, 1908: Turkish Revolution—Criminal
Budget—Government Re-
form— Fertilizers— Congress—Public  Works
Department.

Law—Miltary

Oct. 10, 1908: Racial Question in Australia—
South Africa—Courts—Primary Education—
Indian Constitution—Lord Morley’s Re-
forms—Representative Assembly—National-
ism—Congress—Sedition—Arms Act.
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Oct. 17, 1908: South Africa—Morocco—Near
East—Small Pox—Burning, Grounds—
Students-—Nationalisim—-Congress— Sedition
—Agriculture.

Oct. 24, 1908: Turkey-—South Africa—Pan-
Islamism—Plague—Reforms—Press  Act—
Military Budget—Native States-—Royal Pro-
clamation—Congress—Sedition Cases.

Oct. 31, 1908: South Africa—Police—Jails—
Reform—~Elections—Restoring Peace to India
-—Loyalty--Royal Proclamation.

Nov. 7, 1908: Courts—Sedition Cases—Post
Oflices—Military Budget - Royal Proclama-
tion—Police—Municipalities—Native States
—THindus and Muhammadans.

Nov. 14, 1908! Sedition Cases—Local Self-
Government—Attempted
Congress—~Civil  Service  Examination—
Students—Italy—Proclamation.

Assassination—

Nov. 21, 1908: Persia—Sedition Cases—Excise

Administration—Political ~ Crimes—Income
Tax—Turkey—Municipal Reforms~Roya1
Proclamation—Anarchism—Boycott.

Nov. 28, 1908: Turkey—South Africa—
Sedition Cascs —Clourts—Arms  Act—Anp-
archism — Muhammadans — Congress —
Nationalism — Missionaries

Dec.5,1908: Sedition Cases — Political Crimes
Unrest — Congress — Police — Reforms —
India Officc — Native States.

Dec. 12, 1908:

University Examinatinos —
Municipal

Administration — Abkari
Budget — Military — Anarchism Bill —
Congress ~— Extremists Conference — Muslim
League —- Police — Civil Service —- Press,

Dec. 19, 1908: Police — Burial Grounds __

Partition of Bengal — Indian Reforms _.
Arrests in Bengal — New Crimes Act

Matrimonial Case — Extremists — Press —
Congress.

Dec. 26, 1908: Indian Reforms —- Police —

Free Education—Press Act—Dcportations
—Congress—Lord Morley.
Jan. 2, 1909: Indian

Reforms— Industrial
Confcrcnce—Congrcss.

Jan. 9, 1909: Indian Reforms—-Army— Con-
gress  —  Primary

; Education-- Industrial
Clonference,

Jan. .16, 1909: Education-- Native States—
Railways —- Fxecutive Councils — South
Alrica,

Jan. 28, 1909 Courts—Indian Reforms—

Co-opcrative  Credjy

Socicties—* Prices
—Bombs—Lord Food

Morley~Na1ionalism’-‘

Industries,
¥
Janh. : :((1)_, 1909:  Courts—Legislative Clouncil
D ian Rcforms~A1c<)holism——fStud"—“ts
ycott—Thcodore Roosevelt—Royal
Proclamation,

Feb. 6, 1909. Bomb C

ase—Indian Reforms—

Civil e ..
—Hos '?(JIWI(‘(/*Mum(\lpal Administration
pl al- _Boycml‘“Industrinl Education
—Sedition,
Feb, 13,

b. 1909 Torced Labour—
Tour — Anglo-Indians —_
Bomb Cage —— Railroads
Religious |

Governor's
Social Reform —
— Deportations —

Endowmey
NS — Qelf: .
—South Afiica —Pregs Sell-Government

/

Feb, 929 )
\Publ;c \1/32?]( Education“'Mllx\icipalities
Credi e Department. Co-operative ¥
it SOCIC“QS op

Sedition C and Politics—
ases—
Sclf-(}‘ovemmc;t, ord Morley's Reforms—

Feb. 27, 1909, India

: n Reforms— rance
OMpanies— ) e di Life Insu

cal Congress—Primary

Education—Famine—Sedition and Anarchy
—Students.

v‘,March 6, 1909: Madras Corporation—lr.ldian
Reforms — Persia — Education — Famine—
Sludents—Boycott—-lndustries.

March 13, 1909: Indian Councils Bill—Cotton
Industry—Reforms Bill—Students.

March 20, 1909: Exodus to Hills—Temperance
—Reforms Bill-—Hindus and Mohammadans.

March 27, 1909: Anglo-Indians—Reforms Bill.

April 3, 1909: Appointment of Officials—Liberal
Party—Congress.

April 10, 1909: Agriculture—Reforms Bill—
Decentralization—Bomb Incidents.

April 17, 1909: East India Association——.]ails——.
, Vernacular in University—Budget—Abkari
/" Department—Bomb Incidents.

April 24, 1909: Sedition Case—Bogus Provi'dent
Funds — Reforms Bill — Poverty — Hindu
Press—Self-Government.

May 1, 1909: Sedition Cases——Jails——Refor_ms
Bill — Deportations — Budget — Sanitation
—Discontent.

May 8, 1909: Turkish Revolution—Courts—
Jails—Guntur Officers Case—Native States—
Cotton Industry—Poverty.

May 15, 1909: Political Crimes—Bomb Case—
Church—Guntur Officers Case—Forest Admi-
nistration—Courts—Loyalty—Taxes.

+“May 22, 1909: Riot Cases——Tramways—-—Pol‘ice
—Courts—India Councils Bill—Co-operative
Credit Societies—Loyalty.

May 29, 1909: Temperance Association—
Guntur Offiicers Case—Police—Public Works
—Railways—Councils Bill.

9
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June 5, 1909: Bomb Case—Railway Strike—
Guntur Officers Case—Sultan of Turkey—
Municipalities—Food Prices—Sedition.

June 12, 1909: Education—Council Reform—
Police—Bomb Case—Jails—Railway Strike—
Guntur Officers Case—Deportations.

June 19, 1909: Imperial Defence—Police—Sedi-
tion Cases—Deportations—Famine Relief—
Lord Curzon—Racial Feeling.

June 26, 1909: Religious Endowments—Police
—Riot Case—Self-Government—Anglo-Eu-
ropeans.

July 3, 1909: Land Settlement—Railway Strike
—Police—Courts—Technical  Education—
Reforms—Legislative Council—Public
Works.

July 10, 1909: Railways—Police—Deportations
—Imperial Defence—Executive Councils.

July 17, 1909: Purchase of Government Stores—
Congress—Military Budget—Postal Grievan-
ces—Reform—Lord Morley—Unrest.

July 24, 1909: Railways—Partition of Bengal —
Self-Government — Boycott — Congress —
Government  Stores—Crops—Swadeshism—
Imperial Press Conference.

July 31, 1909: Charities—Forests—Councils
Reform—DBengal  Administration—I actories
Bill — Press — Railways — Police — Hindus
and Muhammadans—South Africa,

Aug. 7, 1909: South Africa—Courts—Reforms
—Students — Legislative Councils — Budget
~—Factory Bill—National Congress—Rail-
ways—Police Act—Parliament—Self-Govern-
ment.

Aug. 44, 1909: China and Japan—South
Africa—India on Executive Council—Budget
—British Rule—Boycott—Police Act—Land
Tax.
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Aug. 21, 1909: South Africa Union—Students—
Boycott—Famine—Budget—Poverty.

Aug. 28, 1909: Tariff Reform—Police—
Famine—Legislative Councils—Lord Curzon
—Swadeshism.

Sept. 4, 1909: South Africa Union—Coolies
in Ceyoln—Land Revenue—Swadeshi Navi-
gation Company—Education—Appointment
of Officials—Loyalty,

Sept. 11, 1909: South Africa—National Congress
—Police—District Conference.

Sept. 18, 1909: Courts-jails—-Sedition——Eng-
lish Education—Unrest.

Sept. 25, 1909: Jails—Native State Budget—
Sedition—Appointment of Officials,

Oct. 2, 1909: South Africa—Police—Native
Army—TFactory Bill—National Congress—
Courts—Press—Boycott.

Oct. 9, 1909: South Africa—Courts—Sanita-
tion—Governor’s  Visit—Native  Rulers—
National Congress—Anglo-Indian  Associa-
tion—Police—Primary Education—Currency
Bill.

Oct. 16, 1909: Malaria Conference—Students
and POlitiCS-Primary Educa{ion.—South
Africa~Ryots. &~

Oct. 23, 1909. Courts—Education—Students

and Politics—India in the Empirc—Native
States.

Oct. 30, 1909: Police—Students—Railways—
Legislative Council Reform— Castes in GOV*
ernment Service—Reforms and Muhamma®

dans—Agitation in England— -Hindu Go™
ference.

Nov. 6, 1909: Revenue Settlement— Legisla®
tive Council-—Native States— Nationalism—
Business and Politics~ Police—Appointment
of Officials—Primary Education.

Nov. 13, 1909: Policc—Irriga(ion’Youngcr
Generation—Judicial Functions — Legislative
Council—Christian Missionaries.

&

Nov. 20, 1909: Council Reforms—Tuberculosis
—Attack on Viceroy—Reforms— Police—
—Press Act—British Rule—Budget.

Nov. ?7, 1909: British Parlian\cm——Councils/
Indians in Straits Settlements.

[ For further pa.rticulars, write to South Asia Microform and Library
Committee of the Association for Asian Studies 1

THE DIARY OF HEMENDRA PRASAD GHOSH

December 2, Wednesday 1891:

The new Hackney Carriage Act is now in
force. The hire of the first class carriages is
Re. 1/- for the first hour, and -/8/- for the second
and so on. No doubt the first class carriages
would be decent looking and respectable.
No driver of the third class hackney carriage
would be permitted to use horses which would
be under a fixed height.

December 3, Thursday 1891:

Poor unfortunate Princes of Monipore. To
tell anything more of the banished Princes will
be a twice told tale. Pur Chandra thelate King
of Monipore who was driven away by his own
“yrothers is here. He will not get the pension
till he goes to the Brindaban. A meeting of
the Student Association will be held to-morrow
at the Albert Hall, College Square. The subject
is “Whether Free Trade issuited to India
in its present cendition”. Babu Surendra Nath
Banerjee will preside.

December 8, Tuesday, 1891

I went to the General Assembly’s Institution
where a mecting was held to raise the question
about the Sea Voyage of the Hindoos. Kumar
Benay Krishna took the chair and Babu Bankim
Bihary Mitra B.A. read a paper. Then spoke
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee and Pandit etc.
and to my greatest joy that the Sea Voyage of
the Hindoos is sin, it has been proved from the

“ipassages of the Vidas and Puranas,!

December 9, Wednesday, 1891

Maharaja Pur Chandra? died somc one week
before...Charu Chand will soon be placed in the
Guddi by the English Government,

December 14, Monday, 1891

Lord Lytton? (Late Viceroy of India) died in
France where he was the Consul of the English
Government, when he was writing a poem.
He had heart disease and died of it, a sudden
death as those suffering from it generally does.

December 15, Tuesday, 1891

I have bought of Messrs. G.C. Bose & Co.
1 Canchannagore knife (2 blades). It is a very
beautiful one and esp. in my eyes as i¢ is made
by one of my countrymen, a ‘mystry’ of Can-
channagore and the Govt. is using his knife.
These were introduced by Lord Ripon the
Friend of India. The Govt. by doing this has
showed that they are paternal and want to
encourage native manufactured knife.

A meeting of the rate-payers was held in the
Albert Hall and called by Babu Bhupendra Nath
Bosu? (Attorney) to oppose the resolution of
the increase of Rs. 500/- in the pay of the
Chairman of Calcutta Municipality.

December 21, Monday, 1891

Mr. Archibold, M.A. (Oxon) is showing the
Phonograph® that wonderful instrument which
is proof of the improvement of that science has
attained during the present century. That day
their Excellencies Lord Lansdowne and Lady
Lansdowne® and staff were present at the
Town Hall where he is showing it.

December 22, Tuesday, 1891
L]

As Professor Archibold, M.A. (Oxon) was
kind enough to allow the students to see the
performance of the Phonograph by paying-/8/-
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only I went this night...Death of Ma

_ ' nacjee
Rustamjee the Parsian consul,

December 23, Wednesday, 1891

M. Jacob of the Imperial Diamond Case with
His Highness the Nizam lias been discharged of
the Criminal Suit. '

December 26, Saturday, 1891

In the page of 22nd December I noted the
death of the Persian Consul Manacjee Rustam-
Jjec. The Vencrable old man was the Consul in
Calcutta. He has been welcomed and lecad

farewell by at least 15 Governor Generals of
India.

December 27, Sunday, 1891

To-morrow is the opcning day of (he
Indian National Congress. Rao Bahadoor
Ananda Charlu? has been clected the President
of the meeting of the Indian National Congress,
Hon’ble Justice Subrammania Avyer was elected
the President but when he was elected he was
made officiating Justice of the Madras High
Court. But it scems to me that to be the Presi-
dent of the Congress is more honourable than
to be a Justice of a Court of Justice of her most
gracious Majisty the Queen of England.

December 29, Tuesday, 1891

General Booth® of the Salvation Army who
will be here on the 8y of January has sent a
telegram to the President  of (he

Indian
National Congress expressing

‘ his fullest sym-
pathy with the Indian National Congress

January 1, Friday, 1892

Before entering into the cmbrace of another

year I must thank the Almighty father the
Creater of the world.

In the new year let

my mottoe bhe

“Lead Ki“dly Light, amid the encercling

Lead Thou me on.
T'he night is dark, and [ am far from homé
Lead Thou me on,
'II?}eCP fhou my fect; T do not wish to sec
¢ distant scenc; one step'is enough for mc.

_The New Year’s cards and presents a'rc
distributed. I have reccived a letter from Mis8
J'W: Adam. We went to Vencrable Ramton0®
Lahiry and have given him a New Year's ¢af®

January 2, Saturday, 1892

T have received the following baoks as New
Years presents,

1. From Log cabin to White housc (The life

of President Garfild) from Babu Rajendr?
Nath Ghose.

2.Edgeworth’s Moral ‘Tales (Ruby Serics g
from J. Ghosc Esqr MLA,

Most of the delegates to the Indian National
Congresshave returnced. A resolution was moved
b}l Mr. Pherosah Mechata the president of the
Sixth Indjan National Congfuss to express
sorrow for Late My. Bradlaugh. The whole
assembly rose up and expressed their sorrow for
the late lamented friend of India.

January 3, Sunday, 1892

A meeting of the Library Culturce scction of
the Socicty for the higher training of Y"ungm.cn
was held at Ray Bankim Chandra Chattct)<
Bahadoor. Bankim babu is the best authori'y
as regards any question on Bengalee literatur™
Heis retired deputy magistrate, the first N0V e
of the day and the author of some religiow’
work. He said that if there is any fickd for
culture for us (natives of India) now it i ‘.he
field of Historical cuiture, He gave a bHcl
sketch of the subject and will give a detaile
one on next Sunday when he will dclivcr,’z;
lecture on “Rescarch of the history of Bengal

om
gloom»

January 4, Monday, 1892

Our School was reopencd foday at the usual
hour. I joined the gymnastic class at 4 P.M.
Babu Bidhu Bhusan Ghose has made mc a
present of a book named With the facis in smoke-
land published by a company of tobacco mer-
chants. The pretty little volume is full of
quotations {rom great writers of praised tobacco.
The value the book has got is only as if a present
from a [riend. I entertain a bitter hatred
against cigars or tobacco in any other form
and I wish I would entertain it till T die. He
has also prescnted me with a copy of the pro-
trait of Lord Dufferin & Ava Late Viceroy
of India. Lord Dulfferin hated the Indian
National Congress and is hated by most of the
educated native of Indial9. “Gencral” Booth
the father of the salvation army will arrive here
on the 8th of January. He has travelled through
many parts of the world and on his way back
to England has visitced many parts of India.
»He shall stay here only 5 days.

anuary 5, Tuesday, 1892
y Yy

This afternoon I went to the Salvation army
hall 267 Bow Bazar Strect (o sccure 2 rescrved
seat tickets for the meccting of “Genceral”
Booth to be held at the Emerald Theatre Beadon
Street. He (Booth) is foremost reformer of the
century. He has a warm heart of pity. He
will be accompanicd to Calcutta by Colonel
Nichol his privatc sccretary and Colondl
Ajeet Singh the commanding oflicer of the
Salvation army in India.

‘January 6, Wednesday, 1892

General Booth's Calcutta programme con-

" tinued; an address by the “General” & stafT,

subject ““The Religion of Humanity.” Monday
Jan: 11th 8 P.M., In the General Assembly’s
Institution, Cornwallis Squarc, subject “Con-
quering  Christianity”. Tuesday Jan: 12th
5.30 P.M., In the Methodist Episcopal Church
“Farewell address” by the “General” and
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staff. Illuminated march from Bowbazar hall
(hcadquartcrs of the Salvation army) to Howrah
Station.

January 7, Thursday, 1892

This afternoon T went to the Peace Cottage
Lower Circular Road to attend the mceting of
the Purity section of the Society for the Higher
training of youngmen, but T was to return dis-
appointed as Rev. Protap Chandra Mazumder
was not at home. Returning from the Peace
Cottage I went to Messers S. K. Lahiri & Co.,
54, College Strect and bought a copy of Black’s
(Adam & Charles Black Edinburgh)  School
Atlas of modern, ancient, and physical geography. Tt is
the Dest atlas in usc among the students of
India. Babu Romoni Mohan Sen a class
fricnd of mine has made me a present of a
copy of the book named The Pioncerboy and how
he became President, on the life of Abraham
Lincon; the price is -/133/- 1 gave him a
copy of Shelly’s poems as a new year present.

January 8, Friday, 1892

“General” Booth arrived here at 6.15 A M.
In the Station there was large gathering though
the morning was dreary and gloom & foggy.
‘The number of natives present to receive the
“General” exceeded that of the Europcan.
Rev. Kally Chlaran] Bannerjec, Mr. A. M. Basu
Bar-at-law & 1nany other distinguished men
were present. Inthe afiernoon, Babu Rajendra
Nath Ghosh and I went to the ‘Town hall,
We bought -/4/- admission tickets but were
allowed to take onc seat with the 1/- ticket
holders. Punctually at 5-30 the “General”
arrived & was received with “Haurras”, The
whole hall rose up & saluted him. He is tall &
lean, has a long beard and a good voice and
eloquence. The subject on which he spoke
was ¢'The Social work of the Salvation army”.
He sometimes stammers but is on the whole a
good speaker. The meeting dissolved at about
7 P.M. General Merril United States Consul
took the chair.
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January 9, Saturday, 1892

In the morning the “General” after meeting
2 distinguished natives viz., Rev. Protap Ch.
Mozumder and Mr. A. M. Bosu Bar-at-law went
to the government house and met His Ex-
cellency the Viceroy. Thence he went to Sir
Moharaja Jotindra Mohan Ta.gorc’ls. He then
went to the Sri Chaitanna Yoga Sadhu Samaj.
where hc took tea & some fruits & got a
present of a silver handled brush; at 4-30 P.M.
he delivered in the Emecrald Theatre a lecture
on “The Salvation army and its work.” It is
useless for a cyper like me to criticise tha
lecture of a man like “General” Booth. He
speaks from the bottom of his heart & had a
good audience. Even the rescrved seats were
full. T attended the meeting. At 8 P.M. he
delivered another lecture in the Albert hall in a
meeting called by Rev. Kally Ch[aran] Baner-
Jjee. Tickets were issued but I was called in
without one. I have got the “Generals” auto-
graph in my Shakespcarc Birth Day Book.
The “Genceral” gave it nost gladly and shook
hands with me.

January 10, Sunday, 1892

“General” Booth delivered a lecture on
*“The Christianity of Christ” in Entally for
the native Christian assembly. I went to Roy
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee Bahadoor’s to
attend the mceting of literary section of the
Socicty for the higher training of young man.
But as Babu Bankim Chandra was unwell I
was to return home disappointed. “General”
Booth had a large audience in all his meetings.
Almost all the educated natives of Calcutta
were present at his meeting. He defined the
essence of his religion in 4 letters “love”.

January 11, Monday, 1892

I attended the meeting of “Gencral” Rooth
in the City College where the Brammos of
Calcutta gave him an address. Rev. Protap
Chandra Mozumder took the Chair. Mr. A. M,
Bosu read the address, 2 songs were sung by

ladies. The “Gencral” delivered a lecture in
the (jcneral Assembly's Institution, the subject
was “Conquering Christianity”,

P.andit Ajoodhianath!! the joint Scc: of the
Indian National Congress has dicd at Allahabad
today. He died of the cffects of a chill which
fle"dopﬁd itself to phumonia. He was a partiot
inthe true sense of the word. In the last mceting
of the Congress at Nagpur he said that he
would bear the expenses of the meeting of the

Congress at Allahabad himself if the people
would not help him.

January 12, Tuesday, 1892

' The open air mecting of “General” Booth
n the Wellington Squarc was postponed as he
was too busy to delivera lecture there, However
the farewell meeting was held in the Me-
thodist Episcopal Church, Dharmatola Street.
At 8 P.M. the “General” went from Bowhazar

hall (Head quarters of the Salvation army) &

to Howrah railway station. There was a torch
light procession. 1 went there. About 300
natives & 100 Europcans followed the pro-
cession. The “General” went in an  open
carriage waving his hat and four bands of the
Salvation army followed the ‘“carriage and
songs were sung, but nothing could be heard as
the ‘Hurras’ were very loud. ‘The procession
marched through, Bowbazar Strect, Chitport
Road, Canning Street, and Strand Road 10
Howrah. His speech on the platform was most
cffective.

January 14, Thursday, 1892

Prince Albert Victor!? the present Duke
of Clarcnce and Arondel has died tc-day. He
was the eldest son of H.R.H. The Prince of
Wales and so the heir apparent to the thron®
of England. He was to be marricd with princess
Victoria Mary of Teck on the 24 of February-
Only the other day H.R.H. the Princc of Wales
said in the Civil Service dinner that he was
proud that his son was going to marry oOnc
born and brought upon his own soil and the

British newspapers said “Let the German
pettifoggers know that they have not the only

4 claim to the royal family of England”. But

alas for the hope of the nation. Now the future
King of England and Emperor of India is
Prince George the sailor prince. The country
mourns the dedth of the future Emperor.

January 15, Friday, 1892

Yesterday we went to the Belvedere. 1
went at 2-30 P.M. to the Zoological garden and
thence at 4.00 P.M. to the Belvedere. We (the
members of the Society H'T.Y. & the students
of the 3rd, 4th & 5th ycars ol some schools)
numbered to some 100 young men. We played
Lawn tennis and football. Then H.H. the
Licutenant Governor asked us to take tiffin. He
said (pointing to the tiffin tent of the orthodox
Hindoos) there is arrangements for you and if
you arc not orthodox come here (pointing to
the tent where therc was arrangement for

., hetrodoxes). I took the hetrodox tiffin consisting

of tea, loaf, cakes, biscuits lemonades & ctc.,
Both Mr. & Lady Llliot® were very kind to us.
His Honour said to us “you have a friend in
your Licutenant-Governor™. We  were intro-

duced.
-

January 16, Saturday, 1892

His Excellency the Viceroy sent a letter of
condolence to H.R.H. Qucen Victoria. The
answer sent by the Queen is as follows: ““Many
thanks. Fully awarc of the sympathics of my
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loyal Indian people.” Arnother message has
been sent by Mr. Mackay the Sheriff of Cal-
cutta to the Queen and another to H.R.H.
The Prince of Wales. Courts & Offices at
Bombay were closed on Friday. The native
Schools and Bazars too were closed to express
the deepest sorrow felt by the decath of the
late Prince’ Albert Victor.

January 17, Sunday, 1892

This afternoon 1 went to Mesrs. S, C.
Addy & Co’s bookshop, Wellington Street
and bought a copy of

“Donald Duke the Yarkec Delective” (‘Tales of
startling mystry series) the price is 6d or -4}/
as. Yesterday I went o Messts Thacker Spink &
Co’s bock shop and got a copy of their sheet
alinanc for the current year. The Government
has granted a general holiday on Wednesday
the 20th instant on which His royal Highness
Prince Albert Victor the Duke of Clarence and
Arondale will be burried.

January 20, Wednesday, 1892

The Temperence Associations have lost a
great support by the death of His Eminence
Cardinal Manning. His Emincnce was a total
abstainer. This strong minded man left off
the habit of drinking in one day. Whileadvocat-
ing the cause of tempercnce associations he
thought that he ought to have become an
abstainer beforc he would begin to advice
other people to become abstainers.

NOTES

IThis was onc of the popular subjects for discussion
in Hemendra Prosad Ghose’s younger days. Ghosc appa-
rently got out of his aversion later on. During the first

.. World War he visited as a member of a team of journalists

i pattle fronts in Europe and the Middle East.
2The investiture of Raja Chura Chand took place on
29 September, 1892. N
3Viceroy of India (1876-80), later British Ambassador
at Paris; the poem referred to is probably ‘King
Poppy’. It is a long poem and Lytton took ycars
over it before it reccived its final shape. ‘King Poppy’
was published in 1892 after Lytton’s death. He died
“when he was writing a poem” is not perhaps an accurate
statement,

4Solicitor; born 1859; President of the Madras Scssion
of the Indian National Congress (1914); member of the
Exccutive Council of the Governor of Bengal; Vice-Chan-
cellor of the University of Calcutta; member, Viceroy’s
Legislative Council; represented the Government of India
at the International Labour Conference at Geneva; died
1924.

5A prototype of the phonograph called ‘phonautograph
was evhibited by Leon Scott before the Royal Association
in 1859. Thomas Edison improved on this device and
called his “‘talking machine”, phonograph.

*Viceroy and Governor-General of India (1888—94);
during this period the Impcrial Library (now National
Library) was founded; his otherwise peaceful adminis-
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tration was troubled by incidents in Manipur.

"Lawyer in Madras; President of the Indian Nationat
Congress in 1891,

Porn 1629, founded the Chr‘xs\.'mn Revival Association
with the help of his wife Catherine Mumford whom he
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