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DIRECT ACTION TO HALT NUC

The noise of the US explosions
in the Pacific drowns the mock-
debate going on in Geneva. I do
not believe that anyone is inclin-
ed to believe that these re-
presentatives of anti-nuclear na-
tions are serious about what
they are ritualistically  going
through in Geneva. Their plain
duty is what has been pointed out
by Bertrand Russell—unless they
accept a new historical materia-

list philosophy of the inevitability .

of world rule by ‘brute force as
evolved by Atom-technology, and
look upon all resistance to wicked-
ness as quixotic. Mr. Nehru’s hope
that friendly approaches were
more likely to produce good re-
sults than the challenge of direct
action has been completely falsi-
fied. Friendly approaches here-
after are only ritualist salves to
conscience.

My personal appeals to the
Prime Mipister to adopt Bertrand
Russell’s advicehave. been of no
avail. Mr, Nehru feels that send-
ing out a Government warship to
the Pacific tests-area would be
‘almost” a hostile act and, there-
fore, it could not be done. It is a
total lapse of memory for a Gan-
dhian-trained world citizen to
believe that non-violent resistance
would be a hostile or near-hostile
act. All friendly verbal protests
and other operations of that class
having failed, it becomes the duty
of 'a loyal world-citizen and
friend of America to offer the
Gandhian protest by direct action.
On the other hand, the US test
explosion is a hostile act against
all of us. The occasion is one that
cannot bear ignoring pr.p
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By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

ing. The US Government has in
defiance of the most responsibly
Froferred advice, and appeals
rom so many non-aligned govern-
ments, lautiched its series of test
explosions. These explosions. are
not just defence measures against
USSR. They spread deadly poison
and contaminate the physical
basis of mankind’s life on the
planet. There can be no greater
or .more urgent or nobler occa-
sion for the exercise of the in-
herent right of honest civil resist-
ance. I am grieved that a great
opportunity to serve mankind,
and to make splendid history for
India is being lost. There is still
time as the planned series of ex-
Flosions is programmed for a good
ength of time.

For once, I am sorry I am not
near Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru in his
Cabinet to press on him for
acceptance this case for de-
cisive action. As things are,
he has men around him who
will only “sing him a song
of placebo” as Bacon wrote.
The Prime Minister hesitates, be-
cause he is afraid the consequen-
ces of such a ‘hostile’ act may be
other than good. What need we
be apprehensive about? Will Ame-
rica stop her aid? I do not think
she ' will. But even if that
should happen, may we not

say to ourselves and to pos-.

terity that -we preferred to
face it in view of the call to
save the health of the world—
that we preferred to risk:losing
assistance from America to losing
the chance of helpj?’ the werld
against- an evil -coRs€quence that
Wag Aertain? ¥s it & noble thing to
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be a participant in poisoning for
the sake of American Aid, for we
shall be participants, indeed, so
long as we deliberately refrain
from taking necessary action to
prevent the crime? The aid we
receive on such an express or
implied term would be tainted as-
sistance.

America insists on the re-
sumption of nuclear tests in
the  atmosphere because of

longsange safety’ in the con-
text of Soviet tests already
exploded last fall—long-range
satety, not of the world and its
health but the illusory safety of
America through a balance of
terror against Russia. It is a pity
that mechanical policies of equa-
lized activity have taken the
place of the traditional ideals of
America. When America prefer-
red civil war to maintaining the
institution of slavery, it was not
‘long-range safety’ that guided
America. Long range world
safety and long range human
welfare should be given pre-
cedence to every other arith-
metical or other military cal-

culation. To add to the radio-
active fall-out with which the
atmosphere  has already been

char%ed is immoral. Neither peace
nor freedom nor welfare will be
furthered by such addition. When
one who is expected to behave
well behaves ill, it is not unnatu-
ral that the world blames him
more than it hlames the habitual
defaulter. This is not the wrong
kind of double standard, but a
compliment.

. Apart from the illogicality and
immorality of consideririg in iso-
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lation the safety of any particy-
lar nation, however important and
great that nation mayV be,
and even ignoring the in-
defeasible claims of the rest
of the world and mankind
in general, and reducing the
boundary of consideratioii to the
narrowest limits of purely Ameri-
can policy, it has been pointed
out by more than one responsible
Aimerican critic that the threat of
retaliation in kind is not as effec-
tive an instrument of deterrence,
as.is commonly and too easily
supposed. “If you hit me,*I'll hit
you back” is a policy based on the
wholly unfounded presumption
that the first blow will not be a
knock-out. If it is thought that a
well-publicised retaliatory readi-
ness may insure safety through
deterrence, the argument is based
on the assumption of rationality
of behaviour in the enemy. Na-
tions do not always act ra-
tionally. It will finally lead to
a policy of anticipatory attack.
And this is the logical conclusion
of this nuclear race. An anticipa-
tory attack being thus the logical
conclusion of all calculations, and
a conclusion for Russia as well as
for America, where shall we have
arrived at? At Doomsday as pro-
phesied by Simon Peter!

Oliver Dixwell Knauth has sug-
gested what he thinks is a way
out of the present inspection en-

tangleinent. He feels that the pre-

sent -American notions of security
based on stock-piling is fallacious

"and proposes a neutral interna-

tiong] nuclear force with its own
inspection corps, in place of the
present pational deterrents to
produce. ay adequate balance
of . terror,. Byt what is the
machinery to prevent sabotage
and  treachery among those
humans who ~will constitute
this - dangerously armed ncw in-
ternational body? A neutral can
easily become a partisan at gome
stage. There is no course which jn-
genuity can discover other than

clear’weapons and bravely trust-
ing one- another. The risk in that
course is less than the risk involv-
ed in the present mechanism of
balanced terror or any variation

of.it. .
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‘DELUSIONS N THE BUDGET
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

There are delusions both of fact
and theory in the 1962-63 Budget
largely because the Finance Mi-
nister is influenced more by poli-
tics than economics. The first
delusion is that prices have been
stable and are actually falling,
totally forgetting the fact that the
Governmegpt has just conceded a
rise in dearness allowances only
because of a ten-point rise in pri-
ces! Secondly, it overlooks the
fact that retail priceS in some
areas have risen by as much as
20 per cent since the last budget
from various causes, such as the
budget itself, the catastrophic
monsoon conditions, the change-
over. to metric weights and the
interruption of transport_ conse-
quent on the Goa action. A third
factor—which is very important—
is that there is an increasing gap
between wholesale and retail
prices of grain, which reduces the
income of the agriculturists and in-
creases the consumers expendi-
ture to the benefit of middlemen
who take advantage of the ill-
thought out policies of the Gov-
ernment. Fourthly, the price in-
dex has become out of date, as the
expenditure pattern of. the mas-
ses now includes many consumer
goods like cigarettes, tea, vege-
tables—not to speak of higher
rents and entertainment costs.
Lastly, the statistics relating to
two government departments,
which the Prime Minister has
found to differ, by 25 per cent,
have become more misleading be-
cause of the frequent change of
the basic years, and also because
of the conversion into metric coins
and weights. The common people,
therefore, know the fact of high
prices, whatever figures the Gov-
ernment may furnish.

Yet another delusion is that the
Budget will increase savings.

eompletely outlawing these nu. . When the total annual expendi-

ture of the Central Government
?sgibout Rs. 2,500. crores, of the
States Bs. 1,500 crores and of mu-
nicipalities Rs. 100 crores, th?.t is
about omgthird of the national
income; ", whie

is the margin of

saving’ left for the people? Taxa
tipn implies transfer of spending
power from the people to the Gov
ernment, but it does not represen
saving unless the Governmen
makes better use of it. It is enougl
to mention that the income fron
the debt of Rs. 4,500 crores sinc
1950-51 has been falling in-res
pect of the Railways, Post anc
Telegraphs and industrial enter
prises, the rise being only fron
the mint, on account of the Gov
ernment taking credit from the
difference in the token and real
value of the coins! Not only this,
but interest charges in the current
Budget are Rs. 247 crores, for
even which there is no matching
income.

The Finance Minister claimed
that the Budget would improve
exports. He forgot that small con-
cessions in the way of income-tax
and provision for propaganda can:
not ll]ilk(‘ llp f()r oar PI'i('(‘S being
higher by 50 per cent of the
world level. To the extent the
new taxes raise the prices inter:
nally, there will be a further diver
sion to the internal market and :
great reduction of demand in the
¢xternal market.

Lastly, the Finance Ministe:
claimed that the Budget made fo
‘social justice’. A basic factor
which is overlooked, is that in a1
economy closed te foreign compe
tition, all taxation, direct or in
direct, is ultimately borne by thi
consumers, as producers cover i
fully in their prices. The positiol
is made worse by Governmen
controls and permits, which as
sure monopolies of the worst kine
in industry and trade.

The test of a good budget
“that it increases production ant
reduces prices. The current B'ud
get is aimed against production
since not only is the Corporatiol
tax raised to half the net profit
but all industries, which ar
doing well, have been _selecte
for new excise duties. Profits ¥
industry mean simply that th

[
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AN OMBUDSMAN FOR INDIA

SWARAJYA

By M. RUTHNASWAMY

When it is known that even
England with all its traditiens of
good and free government, and
of individual liberty, feels the
need for an institution like that of
the Ombudsman (Sweden), the
suggestions of the Swatantra Party
on the subject may receive more
consideration than it has so far
received from the powers that be.
Late last year appeared Occasion
for Ombudsman by T. E. Utley,
a political writer of eminence.
He quotes a number of instances
like those of Mary Ford, an or-
phan child who was taken away
from the care of her foster-parents
and put by the Bath City Coun-
cil into the Bristol City’s Children
Reception Home against the
wishes of the foster-parents, of
Mr. Herbert Bryant, an employee
of a nationalized industry, who
became a victim of mercury poi-
soning caused by his employment
and was refused adequate com-
pensation, of Mr. Dudley Glan-
field, another victim of yet ano-
ther nationalized industry, and a
number of others in whiche sub-
jects of the Crown were unjustly
victimized by government depart-

supply is short, for which the so-
lution is not more taxation but
competition from more invest-
ment. Even though monopoly
prices may still attract investment,
the Budget will check the recent
impulse for industrialization, par-
ticularly from those able to ris it,

because the increased income-tax

- rates will make further additions

to income a loss and not a gain,
Also the Budget suffers from in-
troduction of frequent changes in
rates and methods of taxation,
which gives unearned increments
to those in the field already, dis-
criminates ‘against new entrants,
and puts up the prices for the
consumers. The Finance Minister

“said that he would not like to tax

patience, but could he tax his

- own intelligence so that ‘budget is

for the people’ and not for the
Plan?

.
ments, and could not get ade-
quate redress or had to resort to
expensive law suits to get redres-
sal.  Stressing these instances of
injustice, Mr. Utley pleads for the
establishment of some tribunal
like that of the Ombudsman to
safeguard the rights and liberties
of the English citizens against the
power of the Executive which,
in the words of a House of Com-
mons resolution of the 18th cen-
tury against another power of the
State, “has increased, is increas-
ing and ought to be diminished”,

If in England with its traditions
of thes Rule of Law, its generally
strong and alert Opposition, a
watchful press and the ingrained
respect  for liberty, the need is
felt for an institution like the
Ombudsman, how much greater
must the need be for one like it
in India where the power of the
State, that is, Government or the
ministers  is on the ascending
scale and has nothing to check
it except expensive law suits?

The Ombudsman that our au-
thor describes is the one he found

.o

3

in Denmark, who is modelled on
that of his prototype in Sweden.
This officer was created by the
Danish Constitution as “a parlia-
mentary commissioner to super-
vise the civil and military admi-
nistration of the State”. His pri-
mary function is to examine the
grievances of members of the pub-
lic against the acts of govern-
ment. He is appointed by Parlia-
ment after every general election
and can be dismissed only by Par-
liament. But during his tenure of
offige his independence is secured
by statute. Unlike a court of law
the Ombudsman can take the ini-
tiative himself in investigating
into any act of administration. He
has to entertain complaints from
individual citizens. Any such citi-
zen may write to him about any
grievance of his against any indi-
vidual official or the Government.
The Ombudsman has to examine
the facts, and it is for him to de-
cide what he should do about it,
whether to take any action and,
if so, what action. Usually he in-
terviews the complainant and
the official complained against,
and makes further enquiries. In
his investigation he has to be pro-
vided with all the relevant docu-
ments, except where secrecy is

THE FINANCE MINISTER'S PEEP-SHOW!
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clatmed in the interests of the
State. Incidentally, it may be
noted that no such exception has
been claimed by the Government,
so far, in Denmark. ¢
The Ombudsman, however, has
no executive power. He can en-
quire and adjudge but he cannot

v
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prosecute. He cannot nullify any
ad.ninistrative act as a courf of
law can; he cannot decree com-
pensation or damages to any ag-
grieved party. He may recommend
legal action being taken by Gov-
ernment through its public prose-
cutor or he may recommend the

\
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Eomplainant for legal aid for suits
in a court of law. He is not con-
cerned with breaches cf law for
which thgre are other ways of re-

- dress, but only with failure of offi-

cials to provide good government.
The value of his findings consists
in their publication. The Danish
press gives wide publicity to his
findings. Public opinion is the
sanction for his judgments.

If the institution were to be
introduced into India, it would
have to be considerably modified
in its constitution and scope. The
Indian Ombudsman (he might be
called Commissioner cf the Peo-
ple) could not be elected by a
mere majority in Parliament. If
he is to be elected by Parliament
it must be done unanimously—it
must be an all-party election. It
would be more in the Indian tra-
dition to have him nominated by
the President, who would nomi-
nate one as he does judges of the

High Courts or the Supreme Court. .

Such Ombudsman would have the
status and salary of a judge of the
Supreme Court. To secure his in-
dependence he would hold his
appointment for as long as a judge
of the Supreme Court. As for his
quzﬂiﬁcations, although he should
have had some legal learning,
some administrative experience
would also be necessary. To his
jurisdiction would be subjected
not only officials but ministers.
And as is provided for in the
Danish Constitution, he would
have the right and duty sug motu
to initiate enquiries @nd proceed-
ings himself on the complaints of
citizens and not wait for such to
be initiated before him. Com-
plainants need not be represented
by lawyers. The procedure should
be as simple as possible. Like
judges in French courts the Com-
missioner could question and
cross-examine complainants, ac-
cused and witnesses, and not leave
this to be done by lawyers on
either side.

In view of the widespread com-
plaints of corruption, partisanship
and inefficiency of governments
in India, the establishment of
such an official is urgently called
for. .

At o
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CURRENT EVENTS:: '

At the conference of Chief Jus-
tices in Bombay, where ® they
celebrated the centenary of the
High Court, they discussed the
question of top-notch lawyers
declining appointments even to
the Supreme Court. Now that
tenure on the Bench has been
raised to the age of 62, they can-
not complain that the career has
been made less attractive; but
another reason stated was the
“inadequacy of salaries” offered
to judges. Free India has had but
a short run, and therefore our
judges should not be in a hurry
to draw comparisons with their
compeers in England and Ame-
rica where the salaries of judges
are reported to have been raised
by 60 to 70 per cent. The posts
they occupy should be esteemed
by high luminaries of the law who
administer justice as a reward of
honour far beyond any valuation
in terms of receipts. They have
to live a sequestered type of aus-
tere lite without the excitement
of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha
who, for instance, has been yuot-
ed as beéing better off, though we
doubt if the statement is true.
Leaders of the Bar command in
very rare cases a larger income on
a less steady basis, although there
have been examples of really fa-
bulous emoluments at the expense
of the income-tax authorities. A
goodename, said Solomon, is more
precious than riches. The Speaker
of the House first makes his bow
to the members, and then only
are those present expected to res-
pond. On the other hand, when a
judge appears in the morning, the
members, of the Bar bend their
heads and then only is it the turn
of the judge to acknowledge.

L4 L L]

In the prodigal distribution of
the loaves and fishes of office
after Congress success in the elec-
tions, there has been a high
degree of promiscuous patronage
for which there is hardly any
precedent, certainly no justifica-
tion. Governorships, speakerships,

mini;terships, envoyships.and the |

L]

like have been made interchange-
able in the jumble as if to discre-
dit the forecast that the new re-
gime would appear as the austere
image of the Prime Minister de-
termined on transtorming Indian
democracy into a kind of socia-
lism inhaling the stale breath of
Soviet communisnf and planning
economy. In the lucky-dip, Dr.
Sampurnanand, who had mis-
judged, his horoscope on resigna-
tion from the Chief Ministership
of Uttar Pradesh, finds himself,
after a few intervening vicissi-
tudes, as Governer of Rajasthan.
Without suggesting that he suf-
fers ffom any disqualification for
the job, the selection aupsets the
programme committed to him last
September when the - emotional
integration movement had been
launched.

& % L

The reasoning was that the
country must be so re-educated
and re-oriented in outlook  that
the Congress message should en-
liven the popular mind. An iti-
nerary Commission led by Dr.
Sampurnanand and including Smt.
Indira Gandhi as a prominent
member, was empanelled to tra-
verse the country and study curri-
cula in order to vitalise emotional
integration among the young.
They visited some State-capitals,
but then the elections altered the
scene. It cannot be said that even
one-tenth of the plan to reverse
“fissiparous tendencies” had been
accomplished. After the election,
Smt. Indira Gandhi went abroad
on her lecturing tour and Dr. Sam-
purnanand was shunted on to the
loop-line of his Rajasthan assign-
ment. As the whole project of
“emotional integration” had been
laboured and factitious, one won-
ders how the future of the pro-
ject is going to be moulded. It all
depends.

-] L4 *
>

In his recent annual speech on
Banking, Mr. G. D. Birla sPoke
pessimistically about “targets” in
Planning and commended sugges-

Our contributors are res-
pectfully requested not to
exceed 900 words in view of
the size of SWARAJYA.

tion§ for pruning. The Chairman
of the Central Bank of India simi-
larly surveyed prospects at the
5lst annual general meeting of
the share-holders when, on strict
economic grounds, he pointed out
the incongruity of production out-
stripping transport facilities in the
country. “The Second Plan had
sufficiently indicated,” continued
Sir Homi, “that the transport
capacity was grossly inadequate
for the needs of the country. The
situation demanded drastic recast-
ing of ideas with regard to targets
of production and priorities. A
position has now been reached in
which not only the Plan estimates
are likely to be confounded, but
even the existing productive ca--
pacity in the country may be
seriously affected.” :

L 2 L]

It is not a case of fault-finding
by a Swatantra leader on “ideo-
logy” when he illustrates the plight
of the coal industry which calls
for the realistic appreciation- of
bottle-necks in transport. - Sir
Homi was of the opinion that the
capital expenditure and foreign
exchange involved in the project-
ed expansion, and the time re-
quired for developing new mines,
had apparently not been given
adequate consideration. He went
on to point out that even if we
could raise all the coal estimated
in the Third Plan, the problem of
transport would remain. PJ.
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Party Unanimity

There is in all parties, between
the principal leaders in Parliament
and the lowest followers out of
doors, a middle sort of men, a
sort of equestrian order, who by
the spirit of that middle situation,
are the fittest for preventing
things from running to excess.
But the irresolution and timidity
of those who compose the middle
order often prevent the effect of
their controlling situation. The
fear of differing with the autho-
rity of leaders on the one hand,
and of contradicting the desires
of the multitude on the other, in-
duces them to give a careless and
passive assent to measures 1n
which they never were consulted;
and thus things proceed, by a
sort of activity of inertness, until
those bodies, leaders, milder-
men, and followers are all hurried,
with every appearance and with
many of the effects of unanimity,
into’ schemes of politics, in the
substance of which no two of
them ever fully agreed. The sober
part give their sanction, at first
through inattention and levity;
at last they give it through neces-
sity. A violent spirit is raised,
which the presiding minds after
a time find it impossible to stop
at their pleasure, to control, t.o
regulate, or even to direct. This
shows how quick and awakened
all men ought to be, who are
looked up to by the public, vx.fhen
dogmas are spread and projects
pursued by which the foundations
of society may be affected. Doc-
trines limited in their present
application, and wide in their
general principles, are never meant
fo be confined to what they at
first pretend.  —EpmuNp BURKE
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Nation’s
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*
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KALYAN SINGH

OF BHINAI
By GAYATRI DEVI'

All efforts of frail human beings to
ssek consolation in the thought that
death is inevitable, prove futile in as-
suaging the poignancy and grief caused
by the passing away of near and dear
ones. .

The sudden and unexpected death of
Raja Kalyan Singh of Bhinai is being
deeply mourned by his numerous friends
and admirers to whom he had endgar-
ed himself. To me personally, his death
has been an irreparable loss, ®because
he had very close ties with the Jaipur
family and also because the Swatantra
Party of Rajasthan owes everything to
his  initiative, ditve and  organizing
capacity. .

Kalyan Singh—as everybody who
knew him o came in contact with him
realizes—was a  striking persouality
whose interests and  accomplishments
were many and varied. He possessed a
very genial and jovial temperament,
cultured mammers and behaviour, trans-
parent honesty and sincerity, and,
above all, a very catholic outlook and
nature which disarmed all opposition.
Ile  bore no illwill even against his
political opponents, with whom he was
able to maintain extremely cordial
social relations. In this respect he could
aptly be described as ‘Nirvair’ (that is,
one who bears no enmity or has no
enemies). He was munificent to a fault
and was always ready to help the
needy. ’

He was a keen sportsman, a connois-
seur of arts and music, and a_lover of
books and reading, and evinced active
interest in social, cultural and political
activities, His personal library contains
a very good collection of books on
varied subjects and also some rare manu-
scripts. He was elected Vice-President
of the All-India Music Conference held
at Ajmer in 1936.

Soon after passing the post-diploma
examination of the Ajmer Mayo Col-
lege, he was formally recognized as the
Raja of Bhinai, the premier Istimarari
Thikana of erstwhile Ajmer-Merwara,
which was under the management of
the Court of Wards during his minority.
The same year he married the Raj-
kumari of Sikar, and two years later
visited England in connection with the
Coronation  Ceremonies  of  King

~Ceorge VL. On his return from Europe,
he was drawn into public life.

He was a founder member of the
All-India Kshatriya Mahasabha and
worked earnestly to bring about unity
and solidarity among the different Raj-

<

put and Kshatriya clans. e soon be-
came a very popular figure in Ajmer-
Merwara and also enjoyed great popu-
larity among the princely circles not
only in Rajasthan but throughout the
country, In 1948, he organized the
Gram Seva Dal whose aims and ob-
jects were very much similar to those
of the recent Community Development
programme. He was a nationalist to
the core and was a staunch supporter
of the Congress when it was engaged
in the struggle for Freedom. But the
subsequent lust for power among con-
gressmen  disillusioned him, and he
joined the Jan Sangh under the leader-
ship of the late Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherji. Ile was elected in 1952 to
the Legislative Assembly of the Part
‘C’ State of Ajiner on Jan Sangh ticket
and formed the Progressive Party to
fulfil the role of the Opposition.

During this period, his health became
indifferent and, after his defeat in the
general elections of 1957, he took very
little part in politics, engrossing him-
sell in his hobbies.

But the desire to serve the country
kept burning in his heart with the re-
sult that he at once responded to the
call ¢f Mr. Rajagopalachari and came
forward to organize the Swatantra
Party of Rajasthan, as its first Conve-
nor. Thenceforward he devoted all his
time and energies to this task, ignor-
ing all personal considerations of health
and comfort. He threw himself heart
and soul into the election campaign of
the party, and it appears it is this
strain that was responsible for hasten-
ing his end at the comparatively, young
age of 48 years. e

Kalyan Singh belonged to the Rathor
clan of Rajputs. He was born in Octo-
ber, 1913, at Sarana, an Istimarart
Estate in Ajmer-Merwara and was
adopted in his childhood by the then
Raja of Bhinai, who was also victim
of carly death.

In the death of the late  lamented
Kalyan Singh, we have lost a friend who
was really a man in the noblest sense.
While living, he was the beloved of all
and, after his death, he has joined the
illustrious company of God’s beloveds,
because, as the saying goes. ‘Those
whom gods love, die young’,

He leaves behind his aged mother,
widowed Rani, and three sons and four
daughters, and a host of friends and
admirers to mourn his loss. May his
noble soul rest in peace and may Gad
give solace to the members of his
househald®
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SWARAJYA

OF PARROTS, PRODUCTION
AND DISTRIBUTION ‘

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

All the parrots are in chofus
singing: “Socialism alone can root
out poverty”.

Will the parrots or their keepers
explain what they mean by socia-
lismP Never mind what name you
give to your policy: What are
the steps by which you will root

out poverty? By putting more

duties on goods to which the
learned name of ‘indirect taxes’ is
given? This is the socialism we
have so far seen. By deficit financ-
ing and thereby pushing up the
prices of all goods, chiefly those
which the poor must buy? What
else are you planning to do to
“root out poverty”? Borrowing
from abroad? Are you distribut-

. ing the money so borrowed from

abroad among the poor, either for
immediate consumption or for
investment in small business? Will
you be able to get any money at
all from abroad for such purposes?
Of course not. Therefore are you
not adding to the burden of the
poor by borrowing from abroad?

I think I have exhausted all
possible forms of ‘socialism’ in
these questions. Except of course
building castles in the
air or offering livin
flats in the clouds!

Yes, socialists can tax
the rich and spend it
on the poor. But what
is being got by taxing
the rich is wasted on
more and more salaries,
and more and more
buildings for putting

for these salaried men;
and on officers to super-
vise over them, and
more and more dear-
ness allowances to all
the officials to meet the
rising cost of living.
The rise in the cost of
living produced by the
activities and polices
of the government does
not affect only the
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Central Government servants.
It affects not only Govern-
ment servants, Central and State,
but every one of the teem-
ing millions. Dearness allow-
ance is given to the Central gov-
ernment officials but what about
the huge population 6f poor peo-
ple who hold no jobs in govern-
ment, Central or State, or in big
company effices, but who yet have
to pay the higher prices for every-
thing they need to buy? And
on whom does the weight
of these additiomal dearness
allowancgs — given  to  officials
fall? On" the poor who have to
pay the indirect taxes levied to
meet the extra expenditure.

People who are reputed to be
honest and have all the informa-
tion tcll us that the pleasant pro-
cess of taxing the rich is now
over. This is admitted in the Gov-
ernment ‘white” papers. There is
no room for that game to be
played further, except to throw
dust in the eyes of the poor. So
then, these parrots who shout
‘socialism, socialism,” do not un-
derstand the words they have
learnt only to sing.
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“Was I a fool to buy you, my
dear bird?” “No doubt about it”
said the bird, as that was the only
phrase taught to it, and to this
question it was an apt answer.
This is an old story. It is true
about all parrots and about all
slogans. It is unwise to elect peo-
ple to power who can only play
parrots.

Poverty can be rooted out only
by labour and investment and the
know-how of agricultural or other
production. Work of any kind can
be got out of free men only by
adequate incentives. So also can
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the other elements needed for
production be brought into action
only by adequate incentives.
Without incentives but by com-
pulsion, a certain amount of all
these can be obtained, but there
is a limit to it. The poor can
think for themselves whether they

SWARAJYA

will work under compulsion and

" produce wealth. They would pre-

fer freedom to any form of
slavery. 3

So, dear parrots, your socialism
is a word without meaning. What
is wanted is wisdom, justice, com-
passion, honesty and efficient gov-
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ernment. When we have set going -

more industries, and when more
wealth issues out of jt, then the
question arises, what shall we do
with it? Shall we use it for the
ircreasing good of a few only or
shall we use it fairly and wisely
for the welfare of all? Of
course, the latter Socialism hag
now no relevance in the cor-
rect sense of that much-used
and little-understood word. Incen-
tive for production is what is
wanted, and what is now relevant,
The people thirst for incentives
as the land thirsts for rain in a
drought. After production and
national wealth reaches a level,
then comes the stage for restric-
tions which may be given the
name of socialism, if that ambi-
guous word is preferred. Prema-
ture practice of negative regi-
mentation is the opposite of posi-
tive incentives and this is what
aggravates poverty. No one ob-
jects to regimentation and posi-
tive steps for equitable distribu-
tion when the stage for it is
reached. What is objected to js
topsy-turvy socialism and the de-
ceiving of gullible people for get-
ting their votes in order to per-
petuate bad government. Men
should wake up from the delusion
that the Government is a third
party with its own resqurces. Gov-
ernment can spend only what we
pay by way of taxes or by way of
higher prices for the goods ~we
buy when government prints notes
to make both ends meet. Every
fresh benefit we get from Gov-
ernment is paid for by fresh taxes
taken from the people. So the
only point for attention is for poor
people not to be bamboozled by
the slogans and shouts of the per-
former, and to see who is being
taxed and how much. A ‘negligi-
ble’ tax is not negligible but
heavy, when it falls on those who
are poor. A heavy-looking tax is
light if it falls on one who can
easily pay it. The small additions
indirectly levied on commodities
to find money for the Plan make
the life of the poor and the mid-
dle classes even more wretched
than it is now. What brings this
about is not socialism; it must be
given some other name,
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By POTHAN JOSEPH

The Finance Minister consoled
smokers with the assuranee that
though the levy on tobacco was
raised by him for revenue purpo-

ses, prices would not be affected,

but by the evening, bazaar-sellers
saw to it that the well-intentioned
objective was but paper-patron-
age! Player's “medium” Navy
Cut cigarettes available in the

‘morning at 90 nP became scarce

at one rupee per packet of ten by
3 pm. Wholesalers had not re-
leased a single fag for extrava-
gant indulgence, so that any
charge of sudden scarcity cannot
be pleaded as excuse. Nor can it
be said that human nature had
deteriorated in a few hours. This
little test of the incidence of bud-
get-taxation is illustrative of ac-
tual burdens bound to ensue in
any attempt to create money out
of nothing. The law of the conser-
vation of matter is as inescapable
in fiscal operations as any legerde-
main witE the imaginary invest-
‘ment of capital.

Latterly, it has been the €ashion
to boost the claim that public
sector undertakings could expand
on their own impetus, unlike nor-
mal industries which entail the
thrifty mobilization of private
savings. The export-earnings of a
manufacturing concern to Switzer-
land and Germany are said to be
so mmple that the government-
firm could plough back profits as
capital in order to re-finance ano-
ther colossal enterprise with
equally fast-going returns, so that
a third programme could also z;g-
pear spinning towards self-su
ciency. Presumably the fallacy is
that the goods marketed, whether
Jathes or watches, are actually
being sold at Froﬁteering prices
in markets sheltered on a co-ope-
rative basis of Eatent and privi-
lege. In English pubs landlords
at the counter give out the pre-
«cious dictum that you cannot pour
out a quart from a pint-pot.

Were the téchnique of superior

- efficiency so simple, how could it

a
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warrant the actuarial finding that
the dividends on outlays of Sta-
tism in two Plan-periods amount
to 0.5 per cent? A number of ordi-
nary people pooling their resour-
ces and paying full taxes cannot
thus risk their valued savings.
They are mostly subscribed in
meagre lots, and #she wares are ex-
posed to automatic price-control
ip traditional markets with the
result that they cannot dream of
performing the exploit envisaged
in the magic comparison. If such
feats were possible, what India
badly needs would be a housing
plan in alliance with West Ger-
man®builders who cope with con-
gestion on hygienic liges, and who
haye since the war demonstrated
miracles of rebuilding, leaving no
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quarters that could be described
as slum-areas in the control of
political dadas.

Neither in capital acquisitien
not in proficient control can any
nation dodge the economy of pro-
ducing the needs of society, nor
cadh equitable pricing be claimed
when a common timekeeper rate-
able at Rs. 5 is vended at more
than Rs. 100. The process cannot
last long when quality is exposed
to the normalcy of stuff being
priced-out in the struggle of every
nation to command export-surplus.
Without the aid of extraordinary
self-introspection, it can hence be
readily seen that railway sur-
charges on travel and freight must
react on the average citizen,
though millions do not in a day
scurry to the railway stations for
putting through their usual busi-
ness in their life. And no one can
do without essentials.

UNITED ACTION BY OPPOSITION

In an article in SWARlA]’YA of the 24th

February, Rajaji has made a very.

valuable suggestion to the leaders of
two parties which he had to reckon
with in the context of the recent elec-
tions. Time was when critics could
have thought that these parties would,
by natural processes, fade away due to
inherent weaknesses in themselves, or
by the assertion of pure reason, which
however does not seem near.

Rajaji claims that the programme cof
the Swatantra Party assures all “other
parties that they will lose nothing by a
bold merger to enable a straight fight
and decisive battle being given to the
Congress Party which, through enor-
mous power enjoyed too long, has be-
come corrupted beyond recovery”. As
the one safeguard against party tyran-
ny is the “reduction of the power of
Government to the minimum”, it is
necessary to forge “a national United
Front against the Leviathan Congress”.
So he desires the two parties—the Jan
Sangh and the DMK to give up their
particular “slants”, the one against the
non-Hindus on behalf of nationalism
and the second, against the North
on behalf of the interest of the
people of the South. He has carefelly
avoided the words, “communal” and
“regional”, as they are words frequent-
ly spouted by the Supremo of the

Congress Party. This care in the choice
of words implies a correction of a slant,
however slight, in the attitude of the
Swatantra Party also towards the other
two parties. The content of what are
known as “communal” and “regional”
claims are recognized by implication
in the interest of an United Front
against a totalitarian regime. This orien-
tation and the lead given by Rajaji
must be welcomed.

Rajaji has offered a solution to the
difficulty we face today. The solution
is that a United Front of parties
should be formed. In his own party,
certain powerful sections are today
unwilling to come anywhere near the
Jan Sangh or the DMK. If Rajaji’s
solution were strengthened by a defi-
nite promise that steps will be taken
to introduce “the single transferable
vote or other effective means of secur-
ing proportional representation, so that
true democracy can prevail,” then per-
haps, the call to unite for dislodging
the Congress Party will be effec-
tively heard. Otherwise, it might
be construed as an invitation to
other parties to lose themselves
in one party. To that “extent again
democratic representation will fail to
come. about. So long as there is a fear
that the ruling party will appease “re-
ligious minorities” and “communal
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groups” and so long as there is a fear
of discrimination against the South, the
slants—legitimate—will remain.

Rajaji wants a ‘National United
Front’ and his efforts are bent in that
direction. May one hope that the view
will be accepted by the DMK, even as
his views in regard to that party’s atti-
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tade has changed it in matters of reli-
gion and is changing it in its relation
to a local minority community?

The Jan Sangh claims that its doors
are open to all citizens of Bharat who
stand for the unity of the country and
have no extra-territorial loyalties. It is
fo. others to take the Jan Sangh at
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its 'word and come in or stay out
relying on that amount of proportional-
representation that may be secured for
them. Otherwise ncither coercion nor
the flow of pure mind can be of much
avail. Rajaji has given us much and.
we look up to him for even more.
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PROBLEMS OF FOOD PRODUCTION
By A.V.SUBRAMANIA AIYAR

In no field have the charesteris-

tic complacency, inefficiency and

the propagandist vanity of our
rulers been more evident than in
that of food production. In spite
of about Rs. 2,000 crores having
been spent on irrigation, fertilizers,
and other facilities during the
two Plan periods, the results, as
admitted by the Prime Minister
himself more than once, have not
been commensurate with the
labour and expenditure. The stark
reality is that, despite assurances
of hope, we are yet far away from
the goal of self-sufliciency in the
matter of food production. To
throw the blame on population
increase, and contend it is a valid
extenuating circumstance for the
present position, is to ignore rea-
lities.

Certain basic facts about food
production have to be taken into
account. The first is the admitted-
ly notorious inaccuracy of agri-
cultural statistics prepared from
village rvegisters. The figures re-
lating to the extent of cultivation
and crop yields are very rough
‘guesstimates” by village officials
and not effectively checked by the
higher authorities, and their na-
tional importance is not realized.
The margin of error may, there-
fore, be so considerable as to
vitiate the conclusions
based on such statistics.

Next, Ymsot,all avail-
able cultivable area in the
country has been brought
under  the plough and
there is no likelihood of
any substantial increase
in the extent of cultivable
land. So the increased
production aimed  at
should Dbe secured only
through intensive cultiva-
tion Dy the use of right
seeds and manure, and
increased provision for
irrigation, for which there
is more scope. While the
widespread use of chemi-
cal manures may yield
some increase, there is no
justification for the tall
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well known that a too frequent, and
excessive, use of chemical manures
saps the soil of its natural produc-
tive richness. The use of chemi-
cal manures has its limitations.
It increases the cost of production.
The ryots should be made to
mainly rely on organic and green
manures and compost, the serious
shortage of which has been the
principal reason for the set-back
in agricultyral production, from
which arises all symptoms of deca-
dence in our rural life. The State
effort to run seed-farms should
aim at research to produce im-
proved strains and supply them
in limited quantities to ryots, who
should be encouraged to develop
self-relinace in raising their re-
quirement of seeds, to avoid both
the high cost of seeds and the
risk of failure incidental to cen-
tralized State production.

Threshing of grain is often
done on improvised floors close
by the fields themselves,  or
on uneven grounds, ecither by
beating the grain-stalks on the
floor by labourers or by allowing
herded cattle to trample on
spread-out grain-stalks. This leads
to wastage of grain, which will
he considerable. from 3 to 5 per
cent if not more. There is, there-
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fove, the need for well-maintain—
ed and hard-surfaced threshing--
floors, to avoid wastage during:
normal days, and much more on
rainy days during the harvesting:
season. If concrete threshing-
flpors  gre provided free or on.
nominal hire, there would be-
much saving. These are even
more important than the much.
talked of warehouses.

Lastly, all policies and reforms:
having the object of increasing,
food pyoduction should aim at
reducing the cost of cultivation,.
which has become very high in.
recent years. Unless the cost of
cultivation is reduced, it will be
impossible to bring down food.
prices to the benefit of the con--
sumers, the bulk of whom are too-
poor to afford the present prices.
It is necessary that farmers should
%et an economic price for their
ood-grains, but this should be
within the reach of the middle-
and poor classes who constitute
about 80 per cent of the popula-
tion. Subsidising food to the peo-
ple, in the interests of the farmers,
will be a financial impossibility
in a poor country with a large
population like India. Nor can the
States entirely finance all agricul-
tural operations, which will be-
come necessary if land is in the
hands of tillers and tenants who
have no sufficient resources for-
effective cultivation. Presént as--
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Quite half an hour before the arrival
of the President the hall began to fll
for the joint session of Parlisment. The
President entered the hall-at 9-30 a.m.,
having driven to the House in the
.State coach with the usual accompany-
ing pomp and ceremony. He looked
tired. His speech embodied the inten-
‘tions of the Government during the
coming parliamentary year couched in
‘vague, general and safe language. The
manner of the delivery was not inspir-
ing.

1 attended a meeting of the Council
-of States. The Chairman, Br. Radha-
‘krishnan, has his own way of presiding.
He does not rise from his chair when
"he addresses the House but speaks on
‘from a professorial chair. He conducts
‘the proceedings of the House as if it
‘were a class—easy, friendly but firm and
fair withal.

Question-hour is quite as lively in
‘the Council as in the House of the
‘People. Ir. Susheela Nayyar’s replies to
supplementaries  showed competence,
.alertness, quickness and decision.

The new Minister of International
“Trade, who was answering for the
‘Minister of Commerce and Industry,
has knowledge of his subject and of
‘his departmental activities, in and out,
ready in his answers to supplementa-
ries, and is self-possessed in spite of
his youthful appearance. The Minister
of Irrigation, Mr. Hafiz Mohamed Ibra-
him, shows signs of age, speaks low
and indistinctly, and fumbles in answer-
ing supplementaries.

The Prime Minister looked weak and
‘tired. ‘A sore throat added to the gra-
‘vity of his behaviour. Now and then,
however, the old humorous smile would
-play about his lips—and that helpless
shrug of the shoulder, when he had
to face a particularly absurd question!
Some members, forgetful of the state

sistance through taccavi, co-ope-
rative and other loans touches
but the fringe of the problem. So
a go-slow policy in the matter of
present land reform will be ne-
cessary, if food production were
not to suffer. Hasty action in this
‘field on merely political, party or
ideological <grounds is likely to
leads to a catastrophe, making it
impossible for the country +o
‘reach the ideal of self-sufficiency
in food, within any measurable
distance of time.
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of his health, fired inconvenient sup-
plementaries at him. Behind the Prime
Minister sat the Defence Minister.
Clad in dhoti, shirt and angavastram,
Mr. V. K. Krishna Mendn sat serious
and sombre. His manner of answering
questions was easy, and gave the im-
pression of an old governess answering
questions put by inquisitive children.
He too had a sore throat. The Finance
Minister read his speech without look-
ing at the audience. He has a plea-
sant, even voice, but the reading was
monotonoug, relieved only by peculiar
pronunciations of such words as ‘oppor-
tunity’, ‘emphasis’, ‘development’. He
attempted humour when he *said dur-
ing the reading of his #axation propo-
sals that the patience of the people
should not be taxed! The socialist mem-
ber rather unkindly suggested that he
should havg a Deputy Minister ap-
pointed to help him out.

L4

It is curious that the Railway bud-
get should take precedence of the Pre-
sident’s address. In both &fouses the
defects and deficiencies of the Railway
administration  were  pointed  out,
rather sharply. Most of the members
who participated in the discussion on
the Railway budget, in both the

- Houses, spoke from their individual

experience of the congestion, the in-
convenience and the discomfort, the
poor and dirty--catering now done de-
partmentally, and made useful sugges-
tions towards improvement.

Mr. Swaran Singh is a Sikh, bearded,
tall, slim and dapper in dress and
appearence. He has a free and easy
manner of speaking, though his com-
mand of English is not always sure.
He spent a lot of time in justifying the
increase in passenger fare and goods
freight. He left himself no time to
deal with the criticism of the mem-
bers about the defect and deficiencies
of the Railway administration, except
to assure the House that a balanced
review would be taken of all the sug-
gestions made,

New Delhi is not all Parliament. The
engagement columns of Delhi news-
papers give a long list of functions of
the day. I attended one such function
at the International House, to hear Mr.
Gordon Bryce. He spoke on the sub-
ject of encouraging people of diffe-
rent countries to live for some period
in ‘the families of countries other than
their own, as members of the families.

This meeting brought me into touch
with one of the great institutions of
New Delhi. Financed by American
philanthropic  foundations and  the
Government of India, it is a large,
rambling but impressive building with
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residential rooms for about 50 scholars
doing research work on Indian and in-
ternational subjects with reading rooms,
dining-rooms, common rooms, lecture
halls and so forth. It holds promisc and
has the good fortune to have Mr. C. D.

eshmukh as the President of the Com-
mittee.
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Returning from Dchra Dun
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru gave a
long talk to his partymen. It is
amazing that he devoted so much
time to party successes when the
nuclear bombs were being explod-
ed in the Pacific in utter disregard
of all his protests. The deliberate
poisoning of the world atmos-
phere, an American Nobel Laure-
ate picketing the White House,
and Bertrand Russell issuing an-
guished letters to India’s leader
and Prime Minister, should have
left in him little mood for fiddling
his hackneyed tunes.

*

A man lost to alcohol takes to
beating his wife and children. It
is “inevitable”, as the lobby com-
mentators on the Budget say. If
he beats not only his children and
their mother, but also beats his
own mother and thus distributes
his alcoholic activities evenly,
then as some lobby commentators
have observed, he strikes ‘a just
balance’! The cost of living for
the poor and for the middle classes
will be higher as a result of this
Budget. The punishment inflicted
on the rich is an eye-wash, a make-
believe of following the slogans
on which the Government is
floating. The Budget lays a great-
ly increased load on the shoul-
ders ~ of those who are already
weighed down by high prices.
‘Inevitable’ .is a word that may
be applicable to the inescapable
consequcnces of a wrong policy

_and course of action to which the

Government has committed itself.
In that sense, these indirect addi-
tions to the price of commodities
which the poorer classes must
buy are inevitable. They are the
inescapable result of the blind
votes given to Mr. Jawaharlal
Nehru, the result of voting
for an inevitable Prime Mi-
nister and the desire to be on
the ‘winning side’. The new levies
are not inevitable for progress,
but are the necessary consequen-
ces of the wrong road taken. Mr.
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Nehru has become a fanatic. His
refusal to see what distress he is
causing is dangerous.
>
The electors cannot complain
of want of notice. The Govern-
ment itself gave enough notice in
its ponderous volumes and the
Swatantra Party had also issued
repeated warnings of what must
follow support given to the grand-
iose Plans of expenditure. Sanc-
tion fot expenditure means tax-
ation. We cannot escape this, al-
though a Plan-hypnotized and
unsophisticated electorate may
not have realized it. It could have
been ®voided only by denying
approval to the Plans. And how
much of these seventy-two crores
of rupees to be squeezed this
year from the poor and the mid-
dle classes (the Rs. 27 crores
marked for contributions by the
wealthy will be surely, though
indirectly, transferred to the
shoulders of the consumers),
how much of this sum will
be spent properly and carefully,
and how much will be handled
carelessly and allowed to go to
waste can be estimated on the
basis of experience and the law
of averages relating to public
management. Over and above the
added levies, we have also to face
the inflationary consequences of
deficit financing to the tune of
nearly Rs. 90 crores.

*

People and the press talk of the
powerful Congress organization,
attributing its successes to the ex-
cellence of the organization. The
power of the Congress Party is
not due to any such organiza-
tional perfection (in fact, it is rot-
ten), but is an indirect corollary
of the power of office held by the
party leaders and nothing more.
Mr. Sanjiva Reddy has no real
ground for complaining about
the Congress committee officials
not enjoying status. If he
refers to their own internal
feeling, it must vary with
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their own deserts, their ad-
herence to moral and social vir-
tues and the impression they,
therefore, make on others. This
cannot be got to order. If he
refers, on the other hand, to status
as an external something that out-
siders and the public give them
by way of respect and obedience,
it is unreasonable for the officials
of a particular political party to
expect such recoguition. The
people are right in according a
certain status to ministers and
permanent officials of Government
but ’they cannot be expected to
give it to Congress committee offi-
cials. If they give it, it must be
attributed to the unhealthy influ-
ence that these officials exert on
the day-to-day administration and
not to any proper social obliga-
tion.

»x

Nine eminent Americans have
contributed articles to the New
Leader on the apparent schism
between Moscow and Peking.
The questions are whether the
rupture is real and significant and
if it is of any use to non-commu-
nists. On the whole, the inclina-
tion is to hold that there is a real
break between them but that it
can have little implication for the
West.  Most of the contributors
hold that the doctrinaire assump-
tion of the international solidarity
of communist societies has broken
down and individual nations have
begun to reassert national inter-
ests. The Soviet Union has at-
tained a degree of power and
prestige which makes it believe in
the ultimate triumph of com-
munism throughout the world
through peaceful means. But
China cannot believe it. The co-
existence slogan of .the Soviet
Union leader is not acceptable to
Mao. Khrushchov does not now
want international tension to be
maintained, but Mao wants it
Most commentators agree in this,
that today power and not ideology
makes the difference » between
one communist centre and the
other. Apart from all this
high stuff, one commentator points
out and emphasizes a warning.
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Once a totalitarian State has been
set up, even a formal political
break does not destroy the institu-
tional affinity between the ruling
class in the State and the byreau-
cracies of orthodox communist
countries.

* &
About cancer and cigarettes
again, the following is an extract
taken from the New York Times

(International Edition, April 18,
1962):

In June 1957, the American Can-
cer Society released a report, ‘based
on studies of 800,000 men, which
it said “demonstrates beyond a
reasonable doubt that cigarette smok-
ing is the major cause of lung can-
cer in the United States”. A month
ago Britain’s Royal College of Phy-
sicians released a report on the re-
lationship between lung cancer and
smoking. The report urged restric-
tions on tobacco advertising and the
sale of tobacco to children, higher
taxes on cigarettes and a campaign
to educate the public to the hazards
of smoking. Last week the British
Government launched an educational
campaign, circulating 400,000 pos-
ters that called attention to the dan-
gers of smoking. The British report
had repercussions elsewhere (in Italy
and Denmark).

*
Mr. N. C. Zamindar has been

writing vigorous comments to the
columns of newspapers about the
Madhya Pradesh situation. Here
is what he has written to me:

Congress may be believing
in prohibition of liquor but it
is dead drunk with power.
Though a  political oppo-
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. nent, I was® an admirer of Dr.

~ Katju's virtues and sobriety
but Narsinggarh bye-election is
forcing me to revise my opi-
nions about the old veteran, The
Congress has now sunk to such
level that it has to take a Maha-

. raja’s help in a most shameless
way to get Dr. Katju elect-
ed in the political madhouse of
Mad(hya) Pradesh. The ex-
ruler who had forged an alli-
ance with Jan Sangh and
routed the Congress is for all
practical purposes in charge of
the election campaign on® be-
half of Dr. Katju. The M. P.
Chronicle, a Congress organ of
Bhopal, says:

“Big posters printed in red
ink and bearing a big por-
trait of the Maharhja, in
royal .robes, is being  dis-
tributed all over the «cons-
tituency. Significantly the name
of the Congress has been scru-

pulously omitted from the pos-
ters.”

b

The Editor has received a dis-
turbing letter for publication. Dur-
ing the recent famine at Idinda-
karai and other coastal villages in
Tirunelveli district, the Christian
fishermen, who largely consti-
tute the population, through their
parish priest made representations
to a leading congressman of the
district urging him to use his good
offices in obtaining relief from the
district authorities.

This gentleman while promis-
ing to move the authorities to ren-
der necessary succour, took advan-
tage of the occasion to rub it
home that inasmuch as the fisher-
men population had not voted
for the Congress candidates at the
general elections in February last,
and the parish priest himself along
with other leaders of the fisher-
men had worked against the
Congress at the time, it was not
proper for them to seek any
famine relief from the Congress
,Government against which they
had  worked.” He suggested
that the parish priest him-
self should advise the fishermen
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- ‘as men of Principle’ not to stoop

to ask for any favour from a Gov-
ernment  which they had voted
against.  Leaders of the ruling
party ought to be better instruct-

ed in the science and art of parlia-
mentary democracy,

This is a most extraordinary
attitude to take and it is hoped
the view of this local Congress
boss is not shared by other res-
ponsible congressmen.

%

A friend writes from Poona
what T was much moved to
read :

“This is from an obscure and
remote follower of Gandhiji,
who is now living only for his
peace of mind. I read your
testamentary advice’ in today’s
Free Press, and have-been close-
ly following your great and
heroic efforts to strike a balance
and stability in Bharat’s hectic
march forward. It is only a man
like you who can afford to be
unpopular with India’s Man of
Destiny, and dare to say and do
what you have been doing for
the last two years. All honour
to your clear ‘intelligence and
great selfless courage. I had
resisted giving expression to my
thoughts, as I know that I am
now a back-number and do not
want anything to come between
myself and the search for m
God. But I was moved by the
word ‘testamentary’. May you
live as long as Bharat wars you,
as it does sorely foday. Jawa-
harlal is a very ‘good man, but
he is mesmerised by his own
world popularity and the great
socialistic thought of his youth.
He thinks that he can correct
the mistakes of lesser men and
ride safely over the storm caused
by the mad devil-dance of un-
controlled, self-centred intelli-
gence. May God awaken him
in time, before the forces of
rajas and tamas fully over-power
the sattwa in humanity. Excuse
me for taking your = valuable

time.”
c.A.
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AND AGRICULTURE

By K.N.SRIVATSAN

Monsoons would as ever continuc to
decide the fate of our crops for forge
sceable future. Rains and their ade-
quacy being unpredictable, it would
be just no more than an astrological
guessing to forecast a bumper crop for
even the current season, let alone five
years hence. Our planners, however,
fix  “targets” for food-grains to be
reaped after five years! If there is a
bumper crop, planners would claim
credit for their arithmetic; but if crops
fail, monsoons are always there to
blame. This is the old game of astro-
logy played by the modern know-alls
at Delhi with ‘scientific’ rules for pre-
diction,

They say: “The production of food-
graing would be stepped up from 78
to 100 million tons during the Third
Plan.” Can we be sure about these
figures? It would be instructive to
note that the Ministry of Agriculture
and the National Sample Survey Orga-
nization gave respectively about 73 and
89 million tons as the amount of grains
harvested during 1958-59.  Both these
official agencies based their estimates
on sample surveys of yield conducted
by them in only a few thousand tiny
plots measuring no more than a cent
of acre each. Without going into the
statistical wrangling regarding the
choice of one of the two figures, it can
be stated that these data are most un-
reliable. This fact would be crystal-
clear by the following reasoning. We
seem to have “just enough” food sup-
ply as we are neither exporting food-
grains nor starving to death. What do
we mean by “just enough” supply? If
there are no food-riots or deaths from
famine, an average person (age-sex-
differentials Dbein® ignored) in the tro-
pical countries may be deemed to con-
sume Gust enough’ food if his diet in-
cludes food-grains amounting to any-
where between 15 to 25 ounces per
day.

On this basis, we can reasonably
conclude that our country with 440
million people would seem to remain
unruffled if the food-supply be bet-
ween 68 and 110 m. tons. If we allow
for imports and wastages, the indige-
nous food production in recent years
has, probably, been somewhere between
80 and 100 million tons. Hence it is
no wonder that two government agen-
cies give two widely varying estimates
of food-production during the same
year, as stated earlier. Thus when the
actual level of food production for the
base-year (or, for that matter, any
year) is itself not certain, it ir mean-
' ®

ingless to fix imaginary targets for
food-grains, which, at any rate, can-
not be verified for facts. Again, in
view of heavy annual imports of food-
grains from the USA and other coun-
tries, official data on food-production
at home should reasonably stand sus-
pect. In short, monsoons and official
data bn food-production being what
they are, we have to lookselsewhere if
we want to assess the impact of Plan-
ning on agriculture.

The ‘planned’ decade witnessed the
expenditure of a little over Rs. 1,550
crores in the name of agriculture, irri-
gation and community development by
the government. The money was spent
mainly under three activities (i) irriga-
tion projects, (i) distribution of ferti-
lizers, good® seeds, insecticides, etc. to
farmers through the Development-
bureaucracy, and (iii) advices and lec-
tures on° “scientific agricultural practi-
ces” to farmers by hastily-trained, in-
experienced gram sevaks. Let us exa-
mine them critically.

Irrigation  projects claimed  nearly
half of the total outlay, i.e., Rs. 800
crores. Addressing the Afro-Asian
Institute at New Delhi recently, Prof.
P. C. Mahalanobis has pointed out
that the construction-activity claims 50
per cent of the total investment in
the advanced counries of the West and
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the East, while the corresponding per-
ceatage for India is 70 per cent, mean-
ing thereby that 20 per cent of the
investment-money goes waste in India
to feed inefficiency and graft. Since the
irrigation Projects are mainly construc-
tion-intensive, we can safely put 25
per cent of the expenditure (or Rs. 200
ctores) ore irrigation as wasteful expen-
diture. This sort of wastage cannot be
minimized by our present rulers, whose
moral stature regarding financial recti-
tude is no better than the ge-
nerality of the «civil servants and
contractors, because our rulers do
not ever feel ashamed of extorting
colossal Dblack-money for election-win-
ning, l)y. using their privileged public
career.

So far as the second official activity,
that is, distributing good seeds, ferti-
lizers, cte. through the  Development
officials is concerned, it is common
knowledge that the scarcity of these
materials and the heavy demands from
the cultivators is not adjusted by the
free-market but by the Permit-Licence
system with the political patronage that
goes with it

The last activity of teaching agricul-
ture to farmers, which is euphemisti-
cally called “Community Development”
is the result of an erroneous view of
our rulers about agriculture. The pen-
pushers at New Delhi seem to think
that farmers do not know sufficiently
about their avocation and that ‘a little
education’ imparted to them through

! e
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AFTER CONGRESS, WHAT?
By B. R. KUMAR

Paradoxical as it may appear, the
recent general elections, fn which the
Congress Party has once again come
back to power in all the States and %t
the Centre, have once more underlined
the fact that, so far as its fundamen-
tal purpose was concerned, the Con-
gress has miserably failed the country,
and unless some other political party
steps in to replace it in the immediate
future, the experiment in parliamentary
democracy, which we undertook to
work 16 years ago, may well end up in
a dictatorship, as in the case of our
neighbours—justifying  as it  were
Shaw’s jibe that a dictator has to clear
up the mess which democracy makes!
It is only on such an assumption that
one could justify the advice of Mr. J. P.
Narayan to Pandit Nehru, that in the
interests of the country, as apart from
those of his party, it is necessary that
the Prime Minister should step down
from his office, and attempt from with-
out to stem the rot that has set in the
country, since he has not been able to
do anything from within during all these
years. Mr. Narayan cvidently fears that
unless matters are set right by Panditji
himself during his lifetime, it will be
too late to mend matters later.

Let us now examine in what way the
Congress has failed the country and
brought it to such a desperate pass, that
Panditji, who has been its heart and
soul, should have now been exhorted
to strive to give a new orientation to
our politics from without. What can
be wrong with a party which has for-
mulated the various Five-Year Plans and
put up colossal industrial plants all
over the country, a party which has

.
raised astronomical loans from all over
the world and raised astronomical taxes
from within the country, a party which
has opened thousands of schools and
hospitals and put up gigantic govern-
ment offices, and established embassies
in practically every part of the world,
besides expanding government services
to an unheard of extent, and nationa-
lized trade and insurance, and has pro-
mised a ‘Welfare State’ within a few
years—a party that has keen re-
turned for the third time_in succession
to power with a thumping majority?
Has it not rather more than fulfilled
all the hopes that it had raised in our
hearts in the pre-Independence days?
-

The answer is simple. Ie nature and
in human econpmy, every organ has
its mam function, and its performance
and justification is valued o=ly to the
extent that it fulfils that function effi-
ciently. A razor blade is meant to
shave, and we judge it on that perform-
ance—not whether it can sharpen a
pencil well, or even better than a knife.
The axe may be an excellent tool for
felling a tree, but uscless for sawing it
into planks for furniture. The makers
of our Republican Constitution envi-
saged for us a parliamentary form of
democracy, and entrusted the imple-
mentation  of their intentions to the
Congress Party. The performance of
the party since it took over the politi-
cal trusteeship of the country, has to
be judged from this standpoint, not by
the success of its Plans or its foreign
loans or its supposed high status in the
international sphere. And J. P. but
voices the general view, that from this

‘PLANNING e (coNTD.)
gram sevaks would have good results.
Farmers certainly know what is good
for them. Their apparent lack of en-
thusiasm in their calling is due to the
fact that they are not sure of getting
adequate prices for their produce, ade-
quate in relation to the prices of non-
farm products they have to buy. If
you merrily allow the rise in the prices
of non-agricultural consumer goods
while you sit tight on the price of
food-grains, you cannot expect farmers
to be over-philanthropic to flood the
urban markets with cheap food. It is
a fact that whenever any farm-produce,
(e.g., cotton, sugarcane) fetched ade-
quate prices, the farmers never hesi-
tated to use modern techniques in
their fiekls, and they never needed any

paid officials to ‘guide’ them. The event
of prices of food-grains rising faster
than the prices of urban consumer
goods can always he met with the help
of buffer stocks which can be used to
check-mate any abrupt rise or fall in
prices of farm-produce in relation to
non-farm goods. The balance between
agriculture and gther pursuits can be
held cven only by a free market and
minimum  official regulation of that
market for the purpose of preventing
any violent fluctuation in prices. This
alone can promote agriculture in har-
mony with other sectors, and not the
herding of cultivators into  ‘co-opera-
tives’ and coercing them to accept, in
group, obnoxiously low prices for their
produce as they do in “socialist” coun-
tries.
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standpoint the Congress has failed us
miserably.

The cstablishment of a democratic
parliamentary form of government on a
firm and enduring basis was the main
Sunction of the Congress; all else was
subordinate.  Gandhiji scems to  have
forescen with  prescience  that the
Congress Party was wunfit for this
new task, and hence on the achieve-
ment of Independence he suggested its
dissolution. His advice was rejected,
and the Congress under Pandit Nehru
took upon itself to implement the ob-
jectives of the Constitution of which
he and his party were the chief archi-
tects. It was, therefore, assumed that
inspite of Gandhiji’s fears all would be
well.,

But events during the last 16 years
have shown that Gandhiji’s fears were
well-founded,  and whatever clse  the
Congress may have done to carry out
the objectives of the Constitution, in
this  vital respect it has  woefully
failed.

For, the first requisite of parliamen-
tary democratic system is the establish-
ment of a strong Opposition,  strong
enough not only to act as a brake, but
also as a corrective to the exercise by
the ruling party of the exceutive  and
legislative powers of the State. It was
the moral and, perhaps, even the legal
duty  of the Congress to help the
giowth of a strong Opposition, as with-
out it the whole system becomes a
facade and a fraud. Kings become
tyrants  not because they are more
wicked than their subjects, but because
power corrupts, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely. It was presumed
that Congressmen and Pandit Nehru,
who for half a century stood for the
Liberal tradition of the British kind,
would do all that ,was  Dossible to
nowish that tradition. The tragedy of
the last 16 years has been that these
hopes have been belied.

In addition to the existence of a
strong  Opposition, democratic  polities
vests on two other assumptions, The
first is the independence of the Judi-
ciary. In this respect, again, the Con-
gress Party has failed to uphold the
supremacy of the judiciary by the way
amendments to the Constitution were
made taking away many things from
its purview. Our judges have not only
been censured by our Prime Minister
of all people, but they have been
brow-beaten even by our Governors as
in Bombay and our legislatures as in
Madras—not to mention the demora-
lising effect of heing offered appoint-
ments after their retirement.

(Continued on page 19)
.
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Not long ago the Prime Minis-
ter said that Ambassadors do not
usually make speeches (they lie
abroad for their country’s good)—
but India would make an excep-
tion in the case of Ambassador
John Kenneth Galbraith whose
speeches are stimulating, espe-
cially when announcements about
aids and grants are addressed
direct to the beneficiaries. The
USIS has put out a report from
Kerala beginning as follows:

Trivandrum, April 11—Following
is the text of the speech delivered
by US Ambassador John Kenneth
Calbraith here today while announc-
ing American loans totalling Rs. 2'5

crores to finance the entirc antici-
pated  cost of the Pamba-Kakki
(Sabarigiri) hydro-electric project:

“My. Chief Minister, Members of
the Government of Kerala, Ladies
and Gentlemen—

“Few things since my arrival i
India a year ago have given me as
much pleasure as the announcement
of the approval of US financing for
the Pamba-Kakki hydro-electric pro-
ject. I happily make that announce-
ment today.”

@ & -

The new Cabinet Minister
Jagjivan esRam replacing Governor
Subbaroyan Wwould ‘have been
delighted to give the Good News
from Ghent’, but it was swearing
day. Ambassador Galbraith told
the people of Kerala how he'had
studied the problem in detail so
that the relief offered “is of the
very first importance not only for
the State of Kerala but for all
India”. Cabinet Minister (Oil and
Fuel) Malaviya, on the other‘ha‘nd,
proclaims the discovery of oil-sites
himself without letting the Rus-
sian Ambassador or the Rumanian
Ambassador announce how crude-
oil research conducted by their
experts had made discoveries rich
with immense tonnage of petro-
lewn-products. Whatever ~critics

-
.

o

SWARAJYA , 17

’ lency. It takes after the pattern
of ; neutralism, maintaining non-
» alignment and at the same time
being grateful for the good things

Crowing
Chanticleer

like D.F.K. might say about any
pre-arranged gush of oil to mark
the ceremony of the Prime Minis-
ter pushing the button, there can
be no _denying that our Soviet-
engineers should be as proud
about the 8il-wells at Cambay as
of the Steel-mills at Bhilai. The
Minister in charge has still first
rights of publication by word or
print.
o 9 o I

Sastroamidjojo is not standing
for the JUNO presidency when
the Chair is vacated by M. Mongi
Slim of Tunisia. We are told that
the job is in the gift of the Afro-
Asian Powers, but China is not
eligible since no one is sponsor-
ing China’s entry this year, India
having totally renounced her an-
nual ritual Decause of “misbeha-
viour” in the Himalayan border,
the penalty of isolation having
been long foretold by Mr. Krishna
Menon, who resented the stab-in-
the-back when India’s eyes had
been roaming in the direction of
the Kanyakumari and the libera-
tion of equatorial nations.

* & -]

The American investment in
the Bokaro plant would exceed
Rs. 330 crores, string-free, thanks
to Ambassador Galbraith’s inter-
cession in Washington. The plan
may take more than ten years to
complete, but meanwhile the Plan-
ning Commission is confident of
India attaining the stage of self-

regeneration, frequently stumbl-

ing over the treasure-trove-
reserves of India.
& L3 -]

When the Governor of Madras
addressed the House, MLAs of
the DMK party refused to attend,
since as a party they did not want
any Governor in Tamil Nad but
all the same they would step in

to discuss thanks to His Excel-

L T

of life. There are however diffe-
rent typés of demonstration:

(a) Non-attendance
b) Walk-out

(),

(c) Boo-Boo

(d) Stamping on the Gover-
nor’s speech in indigna-
tion which Mr. Gopala
Gowda did in the
Mysore State Assembly.

A permanent choice conforming
to Indfa’s proud tradition of
civility should eventually emerge
after trial and error but the name
of Gopala Gowda for so unique
a performance will never be for-
gotten even if the Speaker passes
expunging orders.
& o L]

In the House of Commons
there was once an ill-tempered
MP named James MacNeill who
achieved immortality by throwing
a blue book at Winston Chur-
chill's head. Churchill ducked
and then raising his head made a
deep bow at MacNeill for having
made an ass of himself.

- 4 L

A Financial Expert observes
that Mr. Morarji Desai in produc-
ing another budget will have to
start from scratch. Anyway after a
brief misunderstanding, Mr. Ma-
nubhai Shah has returned.to the
task of International Trade on
meeting the Prime Minister in
turn, the total result being mutual
back-scratching in a three-legged
race of the Gujerat pair. P.J.
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INDO - NEPAL. RELATIONS
By SANJAYA

NEW DELHI: Pcrhaps the crucial
part  of the Nehru-Mahendra  joint
communicue issued last Monday, gn
the conclusion of the Nepal King's
five-day visit to this country, is its re-
ference to India’s stake in Nepal's sta-
bility and independence. Our Prime
Minister has assured King Mahendra,
according to the communique, that the
Government and the people of India
were vitally interested in the stability
and prosperity of Nepal “as™a strong
and prosperous Nepal was vital to the
security and prosperity of India”. The
two leaders were agreed, it adds with
some force, that “both India and Nepal
have a vital interest in each other’s
sovereignty, independence and territo-
rial integrity”.

This marks the beginnings of a
sensible policy. Patently, we would
seem to have hitherto been more con-
cerned over the discontinuance of de-
mocratic forms of administration in this
Himalayan kingdom than over the
danger  that  continuing  instability
there might pose to our country’s se-
curity. Our anxiety in the cause of de-
mocracy still remains. For even while
offering  this country’s wholchearted
support to the Nepal King’s plans for
economic and social development in
his country, our P.M. has felt it neces-
sary to tell him that “it was important
to give the people a sense of partici-

pation in activities connected with the
country’s development”. This evangel-
ism has now been given second place
and the more urgent, more mature con-
siderations of this country’s security,
takes priority in the communique. One
can therefore look forward to a realistic
policy in relation to Nepal—a policy that
would seek to ensure that this moun-

e

tain kingdom remainsc.the buffer that it

should be between India and China.

As a corollary to this new outlook,

the seeming ambivalence of our atti-
tude towards the Nepalese “rebels”—
which has been at the root of the cur-
rent needless misunderstandings bet-
ween India and Nepal—is now "to be
ended. The King has been categori-
cally assured that “while freedom of
expression was permitted in India, the
Government of India was against all
violent or unlawful activities of any
sort”. “Acts of lawlessness and violence
were to be deplored”. In the course of
talks  with the King personally our
Prime Minister is reported to have
offered a more concrete undertaking
that the rebels would nof be allowed
to orggnize, from Indian soil, violent
activity of any kind against Nepal;
that the Government of India would
take appropriate steps “within the laws
of the land” against them. In other
words, short of extradition to Nepal of
the rebel leaders, everything else would
be done to curb their activity.

King Mahendra has returned to his
country a happier, more relaxed, man
than when he came here. His visit had
started on an unhappy note with the
caleulated publication of a long and
acrimonius  document charging India
with violation of her international obli-
gations, through her “allowing® the use
of Indian territory by the rebels to send
“hostile expeditions” to Nepal. The
King’s first two speeches were in the
same strain. At the end of the visit,
however, as he himself expressed at
a press conference, “all misunderstand-
ings had been cleared”. His visit, he
added with obvious satisfaction, had
been fruitful.
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By “misunderstandings", the King
apparently meant only those that had
existed on his side. There were “mis-
funderstandir;gs” on India’s side too:

or one thing, over the 1
Kthmandu-Lhasa highway, wlrl)ircol?oiﬁ(:
€hinese are to lay for Nepal under the
rccer}t Sino-Nepalese agreement.  Ap-
swefrmg ques;}ions on this
conterence, the King said wit
‘1‘r.npatience that this was his cl(;urf:)1$’§

mt'emal matter” and one about which
India would not consider questionin
Nepal. This implies, on the face of ié;
a reluctance to accept India’s interesé
in the strategic potential of the high-
way. Perhaps another interpretation can
be obtained from the King’s  subse-
quent eloquent remark that the 1950
treaty of friendship between India and
Nepal still “works”, ’

at his press

Misgivings entertained in this country
over the construction of the highway
stem  from the belief that Peking’s
agreement with Nepal in this regard
was  surely not conceived for reasons
other than political. 1In Nepal itself
many are said to fear that completion
of the highway would expose the small
kingdom to pressures which it could
hardly withstand, that it would be a
grave security hazard. There were,
again,  serious strategic risks  involved
in allowing Chinese engineers to under-
take survey work in Nepal. India’s con-
cern derives also from the fact that the
road will ultimately prove to be a free
supply route to Lhasa for goods—
strategic and other—which the Chinese
garrisons in the Tibetan capital sorely
need. However it is gathered that the se-
riousness, from India’s perspective, of this
proposal has been adequately impress-
ed upon him. A joint mecting hetween
top-level officials of the Indian and
Nepalese Governments is scheduled to
be held shortly to thrash out, the varied
implications of the bighway, This is
said to be in accordance with the pro-
vision in the Nehru-Mahendra commu-
nique for “consultations between the
two countries on appropriate measures
of mutual assistance at the request cf
either party”.

Coming to Cabinet matters, the only
candid comment I have scen or heard
on the composition of the Central
Cabinet is in the signed weekly column
of the Editor of the Hindustan Times.
He wrote last week that the reason for
the absence of the expected ‘shake-up”
in the Cabinet was not, as is generally
supposed, 'the P.M’s illness during the
critical days of its formation, nor even,
as many assert, T.T.K’s “defection”. The
reason, he said, could only be the
“poverty of proved worth” among the

men in the ruling party.

<
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
NATIONALIZATION OF TEXT-BOOKS >

9~

Sir,—Rajaji’s comments on nationa- dhra Govegnment. It is ti‘me the Union
lization of text-books (in Swarajva of  Government gave a directive for observ-

In view of the size of the
journal, letters addressed to
Swarajya should not exceed 300
words. Correspondents are re-
quested to give their addresses,
though not for publication.

21-4-62) deserve as careful attentioh as ing a unifom? policy throughout the
are most of his public utterances. country in this regard.
Indoctrination apart, nationalization of Masulipatam B. NarasiMHA Rao »
text-books in the neighbouring States
of Andhra and Mysore has proved to
be far from satisfactory from every
point of view—educational, political,
financial and managerial.

The Andhra Government has set up
a printing press for text-books and is
distributing the books through munici-
palities, zilla parishads, and panchayat

samitis. Th e pupils who even at € ;
:;,:]ltlbf";e:ae a(r)f ptﬁe year could policies, the food prices pamphlets sug-

= were gest the investing of power in a Cen-
::gfl-a\lf):;li{ablz.aXthggkspr::fsits t}:;}; Gov- tral Council and not (except in name
ernment has declared are not and fOl‘ﬂ'l) n the Cet.ltral. Government,
commensurate  with the investment. 'Ijher'e isgat present 'dlffuswn of respon-
The books are at least 50 per cent, and Slbi‘}tyv S.R. will kindly note the sug-
in some cases 100 per cent, more ex-  gestion al.)ouf the need for* amending
pensive than the books which the pri- the Censtitution '(page 4 of thg l.lfepor't,
vate publishers had hitherto been  Part H?- Even if the responsibility is
bringing out. The poorer among the Yesfed in .the several State governments,
parents are obliged to go to nearby it is obvious that thfey would not bhe
towns, fve to six miles distant from able to act for the simple reason that,
their  villages, and sometimes more first, they have not the necessary power,
than once, for buying a copy of a text-  and, secondly, they cannot control one
book. The scheme is beneficial neither another. -
to the parent nor to the pupil, much less The States cannot be self-sufficient
to the community and the Government and they would all need help fr(np out-
generally. . side, at one time or another and in one
The Madras Government will do well  form or another. Even the opposition
to profit by the experience of the An-  to centralization should not be an un-

GOKHALE INSTITUTE’S
PAMPHLETS

Sir,—I have one or two observations
to make arising from S.R’s good re-
view of the Public Affairs Pamphlets of
the Gokhale Institute of Bangalore pub-
lished in your weekly of April 14.

" In regard to the centralization of food

thinkihg one. Centralization is most
necessary in certain matters, for exam-
ple, the defence of the country. The
real question is whether the centrali-
zation is on the bureaucratic side or on
the public representation side. If it is
on the latter side, there cannot Le
much objection to it, particularly in
a majter of all-India resources and all-
India regulation.

Bangalore D. V. Gunpappa

HIS ‘ISM’
Sir,—Apropos of the ‘ism’ of Mr.
A. Madhava Wariar (Swarajya, 14th
April  1962) “individuals in  society
should work in unison with one ano-
ther.,” This is co-operation but to live
in unison with one another is commu-
nity—that which is beyond both “so-
cialism” and “communism”. The termi-
nation of “ism” merely signifies going
towards a desired goal—there is noth-
ing definite "about ‘isms’ and it really
does not matter whether we call our-
selves socialists or communists, but it
does very much matter whether we
believe in communities trying to live in
unison with one another.
Kangra Valley,
Punjab. NoraH RicuARDS

AFTER CONGRESS ... ... ... (CONTD.)  BOOK REVIEW
Finally, democracy assumes t‘e -
fundamental safeguard of certain basic KATHOPANISHAD :
values, property and frfaedo.rxl of speec‘h An Exposition in Tamil.
and the press, WhiCh. m.lphes a cerlain By Sri Chakravarti Rajagopalachariar.
rigidity of the Constitution. It was thfe Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay 1062,
moral gduty of the Congress to instil Pages 78. Price Rs. 125,
into us the sfcredness of our Constitu- s ) » N
tion which it had itself framed after Th{s is a lucid exposition of the
faily long and full deliberations.  meaning of the .Kathopamshad by one
Instead, it has been tampering with it of our .n?f)st eminent scholar.-statesr.nen,
to suit its every passing whim or fancy, Sri ‘Ra]'un. The Kat'hOpamshad is a
so that every fundamental right which  fascinating text, and is comparable in
is beyond the reach of the executive, ~more than one respect to th? Bhagavad
and  gives democracy its real content Gita. The close snfnﬂarxty in thoug'ht-
has been taken away, making it a play- content, and even in the very phrasmg
thing of the politician. The Congress in quite a few places, ‘between this
has thus failed India in the very pur- Upanishad al.l'fi the Gita is well brought
pose of our fight with the Britisher, out by Rajaji’s apt' references to paral-
and in the process it has begun to show lel verses in the Gita. . .
all the symptoms of self-poisoning; its The . present work is not a literal
disintegration, according to J.P., is just translation of the Upamshad_ text. Wt
a question of time. It is obvious that, has been attempte(! here is an eluci-
as things stand today, the Swatantra dation of the meaning of eacl_l passage
Party alone among other political par- in simple Tamil prose, of which .Ba]gn
ties, is based on the British Liberal is a great 'mastEr. Hence, appropr.xately,
traditions of politics—the highest poli- the Sanskrit text of each passage is also

tical achievement so far recorded in given after elucidating it. Rajaji
history.

L]
° ®

indicates, where necessary, alternative.

interpretations given by clgssical com-
mentators like Sankara.

The central teaching of the Upani-
shad relates to the nature of the Self
which is the inmost Reality of all be-
ings. The Self is eternal, and should
not be confused with the body-mind
complex; and we are the Self. The way
to realize this truth is a hard and diffi-
cult one. But every one should strive
and dare to tread this path in order
to reach the goal. The teaching is fram-
ed in a story wherein a young boy
Nachiketas has the daring to approach
the Lord of Death and learn from Yama
himself the secret of Self-knowledge.

Rajaji has brought out (in this edi-
tion) the true significance of the story,
and has given us the quintessence of
the teaching. .

The present publication js the first
in a series of books sponsored by the
Madras Branch of Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan. In no better way could the
branch have begun its publication acti-
vity in this line—T. M. P. MAHADEVAN
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A new landmark on the Marina, Madras,’
is the centenary building of the Madras
University. We are proud that SANKAR
BRAND cement has been exclusively used
in the construction — a brand which passes
all tests of soundness, strength and stability.

NK
or i "

Sold and Distributed by: The Cemen Marketing Company of IndiaLimite

-~

-

O9QGQQQOQGQ9GQGG09009QOGOQGQQQ”QQGQGQGOQGQGOQQQQOOOQQOGOOOQGQGQQ96OGOQGQGGQGQQGGQQQQGGQGGQQGQGGQQ069090@9000(0

g@cQQQGQGGGQGQGQQQGGQGQGGQGGQGGQQGGGQOGWmObQQOOG“QOGQGQQGQGGGQQOQQGOCnQQGGGGQo
Printed by R. Ananthanarayanan & published by T. Sadasivam on “behalf of M/s. Bharathap -
Publications Private Ltd.. at the Kalki Press, Kjlpauk; Madras-10. Edifor : Porpan Josgpn.

i

. \
o RS . B S S AR Vs X [

B e

OOOQOOQMQQGQOQQQGGOQQGGGQGQOGQGQOGQQGQQQOGQGQG@QOQQOQQQQQGQGGQGOQQOQQGGGGGQGGGQQGQQGQOGQQGQGOQ9560009060909996

s
(Founded by KHASA SUBBA %&/

Editor: POTHAN JOSE

-

ki, 1952

Vol. VI. No. 45

MADRAS, MAY 12,

Price 15 nP

UTTERLY DISAPPOINTI

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru attempts
to treat Bertrand Russell’s great
appeal for direct action against
nuclear explosions, as if it were an
illegitimate baby to be handed
over to an orphanage. He
sees “all sorts of complica-
tions involved” and hands it over
to the Gandhi Peace Foundation
—a spending department of the
Gandhi Nidhi organization locat-
ed at Rajghat, of which he him-
self is President.

It is one of the duties
and proper functions of gov-,
ernment to protect the at-
mosphere and the waters against
the trespass of certain govern-
ments possessing nuclear tech-
nique, and proposing further
contamination, for their own
separate advantages as conceived
by them. It is not a social non-
governmental welfare matter to
be handed Bver te non-governmen-
tal voluntary organizations for
playing with. There is no lack of
public opinion against these
nuclear tests and no need for fur-
ther measures of propaganda.
If half a dozen non-aligned
govemments make up their
minds and apply the tech-
nique of Gandhian direct ac-
tion, this flagrant violation of
international rights by the nuclear
Powers will come to a stop.

The more easily will this good
object be attained, because of the
inherent error of the retaliatory
security plan developed by the
nuclear Powers. An unending race
in the production of nuclear wea-

- pons will not protect them or give

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

security against one another,
when they already_, hold a
stock of these weapons, twice
what is required to destroy each
other and even the whole werld!

India’s enatural leadership lies
dormant awaiting dynamic action
on the part of Mr. Jawaharlal
Nehru. He must drop his plea of
“not-understanding”, and take the
lead. The Russian explosions
should have been met by a firm
declaration of outlawry, last year.
That occasion was lost. There is
now, again, an occasion for cour-
ageous action instead of balanced
indifference and an escapist plea
for non-governmental action. What
is called for now is not an elo-

PR

querit thesis in the pages of Gan-
dhi Marg but action. Shelving
an issue, in this instance,

‘would be shirking of national

duty. One cannot commend
this retreating of the Prime
Minister of India into the Gan-
dhi Peace Foundation of Rajghat.

The present series of US
nuclear explosions, it is rightly
urged, makes for deterrence of
the disarmament conversations.

They are no doubt ill-timed from
that point of view. But that is an
incidental evil. Even if the Powers
had not now begun a long-drawn
disarmament talk, the test explo-
sions are in themselves a trespass on
world health, and a grave invasion
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on the hygiene of future genera-
tions which it is the duty of the
present generation and its guar-
dians to prevent by every means
possible. It is not necessary to
link this crime to its ill effects on
negotiations. Disarmament is far
off, and it serves no good purpose
but reduces the urgency to link
a present duty to an obviously
distant issue.

The Prime Minister’s latest in
Parliament by way of explanation
is that he could not ‘officially” send
a warship to the area notified by
the US as suggested by Bertrand
Russell. Why not? If he could
send troops to Congo, he can send
a ship to this area to challenge
the legal right of the US to foul
the air. Neither Parliament nor
the Constitution of India would
stand in the way of resisting a
grave nuisance to the health of
the people of India and their
future generations such as the
Prime Minister has himself cor-
rectly described without exagge-
ration. If any technical amend-
ment of the Constitution were re-
quired, he could most easily ob-
tain it. If he initiated such a thing
it would have been enthusiasti-
cally backed by other govern-
ments as well as our own Parlia-
ment, and the US would have had
notice of it even before the tests
started and could not have ignor-
ed that powerful challenge in de-
+ fence of international rights.
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; AVOIDABLE EXTRAVAGANCE
By K.V.IYER

It is surprising how an average per-
son who is prudent in kis own affairs
casts that prudence to the wind when

ohe acts on behalf of another. This holds

even more true when institutions and
authorities are concerned. That it is not
wisdom to enter into unknown or in-
definite liabilities is often forgotten,

Some employees are given the beme-
fit of certain services, like supply of
water, electricity, telephone, free of
any charge. Some time ago the Lok
Sabha rang with an instance of Meavy
and unconscionable charges porne by
the Government on account of these
services supplied to a minister at the
Centre. Less known instances of extra-
vagance pass unngticed or are treated as
trivial. An effective check is to lay down
a scale of free allowance and # require
the beneﬁc‘iaries to pay for the excess
charges on these accounts. To object
that the billing and accountal of these
charges will increase work is frivolous.
The procedure will more than amply
pay.

Years ago the Government of India
used to give a house rent allowance on
a graded scale to their officers station-
ed at certain places. The officer, hav-
ing drawn the allowance, was mind-
ful of what he paid as rent on accom-
modation. Obviously the rent payable
by him cannot always be equal to.the
allowance plus ten per cent of his
salary. What he usually did was to see
that he made a small saving rather than
incur a loss in the transaction.

The rules were modified some years
later and the officers were re-
imbursed the excess of rent paid by
them over ten per cent of their salary,
within certain limits. The officers now
became indifferent, took up residences
at very high rates of rent, as the char-
ges incurred above the ten per cent of
their salaries were met by the govern-
ment. Apart from it, in some instances,
there was collusion between the land-
lord and the tenant whereby both of
them profited at the cxpense of the
government !

In the case of cars the earlier prac-
tice was for the government to give a
car allowance to an officer depending
both on his status and the make of the
car which he maintained. Next came
the practice of providing a car entirely
at government expense, on the under-
standing that it was used only for offi-

cial  purposes. There were evasions,
whereupon the government allowed the
car to be used for private purposes

% also, provided *payment was made for

oh use on a scheduled scale. Some

officers duly reported instances of such
use and paid for them; some reported
only “occasionally, and jt would not be
a matter for surprise if several others
ignored the direction altogether. To
overcome this kind of abuse—there is
no milder word for it—it appears the
government now provides the car, pays
all the running expenses (inclusive of
the wages of the driver, his over-time
etc.), recovering a fixed amount from
the officer for the use made by him
on his personal account. Is this arrange-
ment likely to prove cconomical? Is
there anything surprising that the char-
ges borne by the government are mount-
ing high? It would have been more
economical and advantageous to the
government if the conveyance allow-
ance was fixed in rclation to the status
of an officer and the make of car he
may be expected to maintain, the offi-
cer being left to have a car of what-
ever kind he preferred; in which event
large and unknown liabilities can be
avoided. It may be pointed out that
some companies in the private sector
pay some of their highly placed exe-
cutives as much as Rs. 350 a month as
car allowance.

Other directions in which there is
extravagance are those relating to pro-
visiop of free furnished quarters, ex-
penses for journeys out of the country,
and so on. In the name of equality,
concessions which are often unavoid-
able in the case of foreign employees,
like travel to their own country free
of any charge a limited number of
times in their tenure of office, are some-
times extended to their Indian emplo-
vees. These concessions are the more
noticeable in the case of companies
having FEuropean collghoratofs and
their own employees. This item of per-
quisite causes jealousy and heart-burmn-
ing among government servants and
servants in concerns in the public sec-
tor.

Why should not the government
frame fool-proof rules in respect of these
and similar matters, for observance both
at the Centre and in the States, ins-
tructing companies in the private sec-
tor to act likewise?

I hope to demonstrate
that real swaraj will come
not by the acquisition of
authority by a few but by
the acquisition of the capa-
city by all to resist authority
when abused. @ —GanpHIT .
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DR. S. RADHAKRISHNAN: A TRIBUTE
By M. A. VENKATA RAO

The election of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
to the Presidency of the Republic pf
India is one of the romances of the
cultural history of the country. It
brings to a fitting climax his excep-
tionally successful career as a univer-
sity professor ~in pre-Independence
India and crowns his splendid work of
creative interpretation of Indian cul-
ture in its philosophic and  spiritual
dimensions in  the living  idiom of
modern Western thought, His profes-
sorship at Oxford marked the West’s
recognition of this signal service.

Long before he was sent to Moscow
as Ambassador of free India, the pro-
fessor had made a world name as
India’s cultural ambassador, in which
role he had often given voice to the
higher conscience of humanity. He had
displayed a courage and a forthright-
ness in condemning oppression of all
kinds—racial, imperialist, plutocratic,
bureaucratic, theocratic.

Dr. Radhakrishnan has a gift for sati-
rical exposure of the hypocritical and
‘rationalising” currents  of influential
thought among the intellectuals all
over the world. He quarries his mate-
rial from the entire culture of the day
—drama, theological fashions in ser-
mons, novclist’s adaptations of neuro-
tic trends in psychological theories,
Nietzschean heroics of unbalanced
thinkers, old sins weaving new philo-
sophies to justify themselves in the
eyes of the semi-educated! From his
earliest book, (The Reign of Religion
in Contemporary Philosophy—in fact,

by religion, he means prejudi-
dices masquerading as religion)
we find him criticizing current
tendencies, ¢ laying bare the
inner motivations® expressing
themselves in current philoso-
phies.

Stalin paid Dr. ‘Radhakri-
shnan an unusual (for him)
compliment’ after his meeting
with the Indian philosopher-
envoy that he was the only
person who spoke to him as a
Man! The Indian Ambassador
asked the Iron Dictator as to
why he should not introduce
civil liberties—now that the
Revolution had settled down
and had become well establish-
ed. The great dictator replied
the special circumstances of
the Revolution had necessitated
the denial of civil liberties
but gradually democracy would
arrive in Russia as elsewhere,

Dr. Radhaktishnan asked Stalin whe-
ther he had heard of the Red Dean,
the communist Church dignitary in Eng-
land. Stalin laughed and assured him
that he had! Even the Church allowed
the liberty to preach communism to one
of its own high officials in England—
the classic land of liberty! What an
examble to hold before the terfible dic-
tator! Yet, the Indian Ambassador did
and got away with it!

In the ten years he has been Vice-
President, the  philosopher-statesman
has met leaaing personalities in politics
and government hailing from  most
countrics. He has taken part in the
burning  controversies of the day in
private and group meefings, and has
advocated Jadian  (Nehruian) policies,
with an eloquence and felicity that has
charmed his hearers. Nehru his been
fortunate sin his champion. The im-
mense prestige of his scholarship and
reputation has backed the Indian
cause by the influence the Vice-Presi-
dent  of India exercised on visiting

statesmen.

These are great and varied gifts and
achicvements. But the anxious patriot
aware of the crucial nature of the com-
ing period and of the dissatisfactions
shoring up against the Nehru dispensa-
tion (in terms of the rapid drift to-
wards pro-communist Niagaras ahead!)
is bound to ask whether he can rise to
the height of any crisis—constitutional
or psychological—that may overtake the
country. Forty years of expounding

3

other peoples’ thought, however brilli-
2 » s
antly it may have been done, does lit-
tle to prepare a person for bold action
and initiative.

?

There 1is one comfort, and that is
that he is wide-awake and is thoroughly
aware oi the fatal weaknesses of Marx-
ism-Leninism, both as a social philoso-
phy and as a system of government.
There can be few anti-communists who
can state their case about the world
scope and global danger of communism
in more vivid and trenchant language
than Dr. Radhakrishnan has done in his
books (vide Recovery of Faith and Reli-
gion and Society). He does full justice
to the humanist appeal of communism
as the saviour of the under-dog. But
he corrects the picture by showing that
as communist practice has actually de-
veloped in Russia, it has broken faith
with its promise, and degrades the indi-
vidual by denying him the essential
liberties necessary for a human life of
self-directed achievement and fellow-

ship.

And as one who lived in Moscow as
Ambassador in Stalin’s time, he is keen-
ly aware that communism is no mere doc-
trine but a colossal world State engi-
neering subversive movements in most
countries of the world through their
own nationals under false pretences of
human liberation from class oppression.

Without committing himself to rigid
labels of party or dogmatic nomencla-
ture, Dr. Radhakrishnan can be trusted
to weigh, see through and size up the
principal personalities around him bet-
ter than Nehru. And this is a comfort
\gnd saving grace. .
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CURRENT EVENTS: :

During his holiday halt
Dehra Dun the Prirge Mirn'st:lt‘
paid a visit to Mr. A. P.- Jain’s
residence dubbed “Ashram”, a
report from which many m:ight
have jumped to the conclusion
that the UP leader had retired
from the din and dust of politics
for meditation; but it is learnt
from Tumkur (Mysore) that Mr.
Jain will be the Congress nomi-
nee for the Lok Sabha bye-election
from the Tumkur constituency on
June 3. Mr. M. V. Krishnappa,
who had been originally sent up
from the constituency, had been
translated Revenue Minister of
Mysore with a seat in the local
Upper House as Floor Leader. At
Bagalkot there is going to be ano-
ther bye-election for the benefit of
Mr.  Nijalingappa—President of

- Pradesh  Congress Committee
member of the High Command
and Chairman of the Oil Corpo-
ration. Thirdly, up in Narasingh-
garh Dr. K. N. Katju (who had
been defeated in the first round)
having been afforded a place by
special ~arrangement—a " former
teudal” critic volunteering to sup-
port his unchallenged candidature
in the created vacancy—has now
been elected to the M.P. Assem-
bly. Technically nothing can be
said against this procedure of rig-
ged electtons enabling congress-
men against whom the door had
been slammed finding their way
by the window. The law allows it
and the court awards it, in the
language of the judge in The
Merchant of Venice. The whole
purpose of this type of manipula-
tion is to preserve power in the
hands of the “New Class” reeking
with faith in one-party monopol-

;jg:l of power in perpetual exten-

q -] &
It is said that when th
Daniel was lowered intoe :}’lreop;l:;
of lions, he consoled himself with
th.e remark: “At any rate, there
will be no after-dinner speeches”
Elections in Pakistan are over and
though the provisions and the
procedure might be consummately
denounced by our critics for their
democratic imperfections, there

must have been one consolation
namely, the prohibition of party:
canvassing and individual-solici-
(tg.tl(?n of votes. There were 80,000
asic democrats’, a definition and
a dimension newly introduced b
the Constitution-making body 01>i
the reputed directive of President
Ayub Khan, in whose eyes cone
ventional demegoguery is unsuit-
ed to his people and had proved
to be a scourge during the un-
stable regimes of predecessors in
power. The fabric of basi¢ demo-
cracy resembles a two-tier system
of select voting by the discrimi-
nate as distinguished from the
Great Unwashéd”, as the French
used to say in equivalence %f uni-
versal suffrage or adult franchise
in colonial regions. Power theore-
tically inheres in the Presideit. In
the Ayub scheme, any removal of
the Head of the State is rendered
formidably difficult, so that the
process of bringing the military
Junta into power might alone serve
as the means of displacement in
the event of revolted sentiments
amongst the masses. Exquisite
comparisons with India would he
out of place, and Pakistan will
not be alone in the adoption of
tougher methods to develop the
mechanics of government.
° © e

" His speech in the Rajya Sabha
was resented by North Indian
listeners when the DMK leader
Mr. Annadurai, addressed thé
House because he had outlined the
demand for a separate region to
be known as Dravidastan. It was
far better that he was outspoken
than  diplomatically  secretive
about his emotional urges. We
are told that Mr. Annadurai was
not interrupted, since it was his
nlalden speech. Had he delivered
it in the Lower House he might
not,havc received equal toleration,
since another MP had been heckl-
ed and hooted for uttering a few
words in English. Cries of “Hindi
men boliye” were volleyed by the
&indi subjugationists whereupon
peace was restored on the Chair’s
conciliatory intervention. The re-
ciprocal offer that Hindi imperia-
lists would mug up a South Indian

1
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language by way of reparation

S no practical merit; but it bet-
Tays a conscience slightly alive to
the wrongfulness and utility of
coercion. Instead of understand-
ing the cause for the forthright-
ness on Mr. Annadurai’s part, Mr.
G. S. Pathak, a prominent Con-
gress lawyer of Allahabad, de-
nounced the plea aﬂirming, that
such specches should be listed as
treasonable. This attitude is symp-
tomatic of the kind of intolerance
that _Promotes  antagonism, not
emotional integration. Mr.’ Pa-
S:ak, we believe, is counsel for

€ present Kashmir Government’s
Premier (Bakshi Ghulam Moham-
Sied) who is prosecuting his pre-
ecessor Sheik Abdullah and part
f(')r treason against the State. 1)\’
simultancous indictment of the
DMK leader for treason would
be, too say the least, untimely.

& L]

In the Prime Minister’s vehe-
ment  speech  on the  motion of
thanks he roundly affirmed that
the people of India are, under the
Planning  drive, “ﬂourishing” in
prosperity, and that even before
the passing of ten years for self-
generative ‘take-off, Indian eco-
nomy might reach the stage of
Affluent Society. The middle-class
family or the ‘common man who

- struggles for a livelihood is not

aware of any prosperity, despite
sweeping generalisations to the
eftect that nothing could be so
good as the ]gresent going. With
not a shred of evidence from the
statistics  or the cost of oliving
index,' the Prime Mthister made
his pronouncement. Less than a
week previously, Minister Gul-
zarilal Nanda admitted before the
All India Organization of Indus-
trial Employers that the wage of
workers in India were “too low,
considering the needs of health
and efficiency”. And if the going
is so good, what exactly was the
necessity for the Government to
introduce additional dearness al-
lowance for Central employees in
the latest Budget presented by
the Finance Minister? Many of the
statements of self-congratulation
on the strength of foreign testi-
monials thus floated by the Prime
Minister can be met only by flat
denial. P.J
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WHAT IS RIGHT AND WHAT IS LEFT?
By C. RA]ACOPALACHARI

Everybody wants more Wealth
to be produced. Everybody also
desires that wealth should be dis-
tributed more evenly among the
people of the land.

The production of more wealth
requires labour and talent and
investment, and human nature lays
down what are needed for these:
good wages and incentive besides
experience.

Those who ignore all these re-
quirements, and talk vehemently
about even distribution of wealth,
go by the name of Leftists.

Those who recognize "the prior
need for  production of greater
wealth, for such a significant addi-
tion to present wealth as would
make the more even distri-
bution of it possible and worth
while, and who place emphasis on
attending to first things first in na-
tional policies are called Rightists.

The Rightists are not for
perpetuation of poverty. It is
a cheap story sold to the gullible
by the Leftists in power, whose
purpose is to perpetuate their
power, that the Rightists are
against the uplift of the poor. No
Rightist and for that matter no-
body in the modern world is
against the uplift of the poor in
the material, cultural or spiritual
plane. The Rightists believe in
first Sthings first and want that
policiés whose purpose is to se-
cure the uplift of the poor should
not ignore this rule.

(i)

The word ‘socialism’ is used
loosely to denote the urge to im-
prove the lot and condition of
those who are poor in material
ossessions, but it is also con-
Founded with the specific plans of
the Leftists for producing this
universally accepted objective. Two
people may both want to light
a fire. They may differ as to the
fuel to be used or the spot where
the fire is to be lit. For that
reason, one cannot call the other
a fire-hater. He who is not in the
Left—who dges not* believe

that any good will come by extin-
guishing or reducing the incen;
tives for investment and for giving
the benefit of one’s talent and ex-
perience to produce more wealth,
or to work hard with the avail-
able materials in the prevailing
conditions—is allegéd to be against
‘socialism’ in the first sense, that
is, «that he is against the welfare
and uplift of the poor. This is
cheap calumny and any appeal to
passion easily succeeds in deceiv-
ing people. The gullible are
told that the sacalled Rightist
wants the rich to get richer and
the poor to remain poor. The
game is to get the votes of the
innwsnerable poor by misleading
them about those who oppose the
perpetuation of the same clique in
power.

(iid)

Nothing has been more
clearly established in recent times
than that the socalled socialism
of the Congress Party has result-
ed in making the rich richer
and, in consequence, in im-
poverishing the middle classes as
well as in making life harder for
the poor. This is the natural result
of the preferences and mono-
polies and taxes that issue
out of Statist policies and State-
management. The State is a mere
conception, not a business corpo-
ration. State-management must
therefore be management by offi-
cials, or licensees or business
bodies organized for the purpose,
the direction and control being
given to chosen favourites. Those
who actually run business on
behalf of ~the State either
mismanage it by reason of
inexperience and the fear of expos-
ing their own ignorance, or they
make profit out of the monopolis-
tic advantages accruing to them
through this scheme of manage-
ment. The political bosses dg
not leave the officials alone. They
consider it their privilege to in-
tervene in the administration
where the field ought -to be
left to impastial officials. -The

5
consumers have no bargain-
ing power where competi-

tion, is cut out. Even where
everything is done properly and in
a businesslike way, which is rare,
the scheme works to the advantage
of the State exchequer and to the
disadvantage of the consumer.
State-management in such cases
is just another form of taxation.
Men have to buy goods and ser-
vices at the prices fixed by the
State.

It will thus be seen that State-
management does not lead either
to signiﬁcant increase in produc-
tion of wealth or more equable
distribution of it. On the contrary,
it makes the chosen rich richer,
and as a result the poor poorer,
while the consumer pays for all
the mismanagement.

(iv)

Intelligent men who have
realized all this should shed
their apathy and gather self-con-
fidence and votec the Permit-
Licepce-Raj out of power. In the
meanwhile, they should continually
work to educate the less educated
to see the game of those who con-
tinually use economic and politi-
cal power already acquired in
order to perpetuate themselves in
office.

Parties in opposition® can only
expose error and educate the pub-
lic. They cannot give anything to
the people, because they do not
chllect the taxes or frame budgets
of expenditure and cannot dis-
tribute favours. It is only the
party in power that is in
a position to make policies,
rule or mis-rule. The Pparty in
power can bribe with money taken
out of the public revenues. A
party in opposition cannot do it,
as it does not hold- the keys to
the treasury. The ruling clique
can make .the tax-payers believe
that what is given back to them
out of the public revenues are
. gifts which entitle that clique to
be kept going in power. The truth
is simple enough to be seen, but
it requires to be clearly explained,
beoause the electorate has,
without. break, been kept hero-

worshipping and the present Con-
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.
gress Party is confounded with
the divinely-led old Congress
which liberated India from fore-

ign rule.
) ,

The Swatantra Party"is not

‘Rightist’ in the wrong sense of
the term given to it by the Lef-
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tists. Parliamenta demo

calls for an Oppog;ion thatcrzsz
expose the errors of those elected
to power and prevent them from
ruining the country. The Swatan-
tra Party is really a Centrist party.
T!]e Congress was once a Cen.
trist party but it has gone Left,
leaving a gap which must be

e
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filled, and this is what the Swa-
tantra Party seeks to do. Other-
Wise, it is not the nation, but the
Jncgnce-holders and other mono-
.pohst.s who will thrive and social-
Ism, in the sense of uplift of the
poor and equitable distribution of

wea_lth and welfare, will remain
an illusion,

N B
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THEORY OF HOSTAGES
' By POTHAN JOSEPH

[ 4

When the Prime Minister re-
appeared in the Lok Sabha after
his week-end rest in Dehra Dun,
he referred to the mounting ten-
sion between India and Pakistan
not only in respect of Kashmir in
the Security Council but also of
sinister tidings from East Pakis-
tan of ugly developments. Three
days earlier President Ayub Khan
had expatiated on the alleged
sufferings of Muslims in India,
which many observers took for
the furnishing of background-
material for Mr. Zafrullah Khan's
mournful discourse in the Kash-
mir debate in UN where he had
years ago accused India of geno-
cide. The Prime Minister, in his
Lok Sabha retort, pin-pointed the

" tragedy of murder and assaults

in Rajshahi as against the charge
of pogroms by Indian authorities
in Malda. Mr. Nehru deplored
the tendency to exaggerate out-
rages in one venue and to mini-
mize atrocities in the other. Ac-
cording to a Pakistan ngws-
agency killing in Malda seem-
ed to be a sudden, unprovoked
outhurst; then it was

reported with accuracy and res-
traint, there is a virtual blackoute
when it comes to a crisis. The
idea of reciprocal fairness is a
shadow of the pre-Partition pre-
sumption that the existence of
minorities, both in Pakistan and in
India, would put a brake on ten-
idencies towards communal per-
secution traceable to mutual in-
transigence under the British
regime. The very origin of “Mino-
rity Protection” agencies, even
after the advent of Independence,
is due to the originhl mistrust des-
cribed gs the Hindu-Muslim pro-
blem. The question was raised
during the years of transition as
to what would happen to the
Hindu minority in Pakistan as a
whole (both wings combined) to-
gether with a similar conundrum
as to the fate of the Muslims
firmly settled down in residuary
India. The answer improvised was
that the minority communities
would be balanced as “hostages”
ensuring fairplay on both sides of
the Hindu-Pakistan boundary, as
finally traced by Lord Radcliffe.
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Has that amiable supposition
been fulfilled? Both  Jinnah
and Mahatmaji had apprehensions.
Although the notion popularised
is that Jinnah fanatically cla-
moured for an Islamic State, the
truth is that he did not share the
mullah’s perspective, and he re-
sisted the partition of India until
the Cabinet Mission headed by
Lord Pethick-Lawrence threw
up the sponge on hearing the
repudiation of their ‘One-India’
plan®of co-ordination, by the im-
petuous Congress President in a
speech at Bombay, the individual
being easily identifiable by M.
Nehru himself upon a look at the
mirror. During the election-cam-
paign, Mr. Nehru, attacking CR,,
put out the fatuous story that if
Rajaji had had his way in the
forties, there would have been no
independent India, as if C.R. had
during his career secretly cherish-
ed enslavement as the destiny of
the Motherland. The distortion of
the past insinuating that Rajaji
had obtained the concurrence of
Mahatmaji in his “sporting offer”
for a consolidated front under re-
actionary impulse is (to borrow the
fond phrase of the Prime Minister)

given out by the report
that slaughter in Raj-
shahi had followed riots
in the neighbouring dis-
trict of Malda in West
Bengal where, according
to India’s peotest note,
normalcy has been pre-
vailing since April 20.
When Mr. Zafrullah
Khan brooded aloud on
“Muslim insecurity” in
India, Mr. C. S. Jha
countered the assertion
saying that tranquil con-
ditions prevailed in India
and there was no extra-
ordinary tension to evoke
concern in the interna-
tional forum.
Newspapers have fran-
tically appealed to the
Government of India for
particulars. Despite the
convention between
India and Pakistan that
“incidents” should be
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“fantastic nonsense”; but even+
now there are cheap-jack histori-
ans who circulate that calumnious
fable to discredit the © founder-
leader of the Swatantra movement.

To come back to the'quantum
of security possible through the
hostage theory, do we not rea-
lize its limitations, since any an-
tagonism on a major issue is suffi-
cient to inflame communal pas-
sions over trivialities? In the
Malda-Rajshahi nightmare, nei-
ther side will accept responsibi-
lity for initiation of trouble. If
the Hindu-Pakistan frontier is to

SWARAJYA

be marked with boundary-stones
there is still the danger of pow:
der-kegs supplementing the work
of joint-teams of survey-officers
putting up demarcation. In such
conditions, the lesson of history is
that recognition of a colossal peril
threatening two neighbours would
tend to whittle down mutual ani-
mosities revolving on compara-
tively smaller disputes. Is‘not a
peril loothing on the horizon, with
the certainty of Chinese expan-
sionism, an automatic phenome-
non admitted by Prjme Minister
Nehru himself in his sound role
as historian? (

A LEAF FROM PATHAN MARTYRDOM
By GANESHA SINGH PAKHTOON *

In 1930 at Peshawar, the Pathans
wrote a chapter in India’s history of
Freedom with their blood. After the
Kissa Khani Bazar firing on April 23
the then Chief Commissioner, North:
West  Frontier  Provinces wrote  in
anguish to the then Viceroy, Lord
Irwin, that “the star of the British is
setting and Gandhi’s star is on the rise”,

The British had all along kept the
Pathan-land as a close preserve of their
influence. They used the rugged moun-
tains as training-ground for the British

arms. They built up the Pathans as a
hogey to frighten the Indflans just as
they had always talked of the Russian
bear prowling across the Himalayas
only waiting to pounce upon the plains
of Hindustan. They were keen that
Gandhi’s influence should not spread
among the Pathans, .

But history has its quirks. The vio-
lent Pathan became the most non-vio-
lent XKhudai Khidmatgar under the
leadership of Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He
so identified himself with Gandhi (“The

thrice a
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Malang Baba”) that he came to be
known as the Frontier Gandhi. Khan
Abdul Ghaffar expressed a desire to
zlssF)ciate his movement with the Gan-
edhian movement. But the Mahatma
wanted to be sure that the fierce
Pathans had really imbibed the spirit
of non-violence. He formed a commit-
tee headed by Dr. Syed Mahmood (Ge-
n.eral Secretary, AICC,)) on the sugges-
tion of the late Motilal Nehru to make
an  enquiry on the spot. Among its
members  were  Dr. S. D. Kitchlew
Maulana Abdul Quadar Kasuri and Lalz;
Duni Chand. The British had forestal-
led the situation, and arrested the mem-

bers of the committee at Attock as well -~

as the leader, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the
night before at Peshawar, ,
The news of their arrest somehow
10:1!«!(1 to Peshawar and the Khudai
KIutangars organized a huge protest
march in the streets of Peshawar. When
the crowd was in the famous Kissa
Khani Bazar—a street of story-tellers—
the British Commander asked a Garh-
wali  Platoon  Commander, Chandra
Singh, to firc on the people. Chandra
Singh  Garhwali refused to shoot his
unarmed  countrymeri. Thercupon, a
British Company was brought to do
the dastardly deed. About 400 Pathans,
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were
machine-gunned.
4 Malik lear.l Lal Kapoor (now a Sup-
«reme Court judge) somehow managed
to send a telegram to Master Tara Singh
at Amritsar, who published the horrible
news in his paper Akali Patrika and
himself led a Jatha of about 100 Sikhs
to offer satyagraha. They were arrested
at Attock and later sentenced.
Thereupon, the Congress sent an
Enquiry Committee under the Chair-
manship of the late President Vithalbhai
Patel to enquire into the firing incident.
But it had to functfon only from Rawal-
pindi. Advocate J. L. Kapoor and my-
self undertook the responsibility ~of
bringing the Pathan cye-witnesses from
Peshawar to 'Pindi.  Not one among
them was sorry that his son or other
relation had been killed! They were
proud that they had died for their
Motherland. Even rich Pathan zamin-
dars gave evidence against the British,
When the report was ready, the Bri-
tish Government pounced upon Anand
Bhawan (Allahabad AICC Headquar-
ters) and confiscated all the copies of
the report. But for a childish prank of
Indira, not one copy would have escap-
ed the hands of the police. She hid
some copies under a dari and sat
upon it weeping, as if terror-stricken.
Even today Khudai Khidmatgar Jirgah
of Delhi—a refugee organization—
quigt]y celebrates this day, which should
have been a day of national observance,
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THE CITIZEN’S' ROLE IN DEMOCRACY:
By Mrs. PREMA NAND:}KUMAR

It is strange that the very people
who extol the virtues of democracy are

those that are intolerant of opposition

or even of mild dissent. Not to be
wholly with us is to be wholly against
us—beware of the consequences! Yet
the great Pericles said:

“ e and instead of looking on
discussion as a stumbling-block
in the way. of action, we think it
is an indispensable preliminary to

any wise action at all.”
The essence of democracy verily lies in
those wise words. But who cares for
discussion today? The majority party,

.even if it doesn’t altogether stifle dis-

cussion, is only too ready to ignore the
minority. There is of course the extra-
ordinary phenomenon of a Bijoyanandji
frowning at the very existence of an
Opposition and threatening to set in
motion the administrative  machinery
against it. But people like T.T.X. and
Bijoyanandji, who are capitalists turn-
ed socialists, cannot hut behave like
the proverbial converts who are more
loyal than loyalty. But even a Nehru
can be quite intolerant. If he cannot
answer, he can assert,—he can hurl
words like ‘reactionary’, ‘19th century’,
“‘fascist’, against even a Rajafi. .Thus
‘the malady goes deep, seeps from top
to bottom. What a far ery from John
‘Stuart Mill’s classic asseveration:

“If all mankind minus one were
of one opinion, and only one per-
son were of the contrary opinion,
mankind would be no more justi-
fied in silencing that one person,
than he, if he had the power, would
be ‘éustiﬁe% in silencing mankind.”

The notion that democracy is rule by
majority dies hard. What a democra-
tic system of government ought to en-
sure is tolerance for the minority view,
not its suppression or total ignoring.
Dr. Stockmann in Ibsen’s An Enemy of
‘the People affirms: “The strongest man
is he who stands out most alone”. To
ridicule a point of view because it is
held by a minority, by a handful, or
even hy one solitary individual, is to
be the real reactionary, to set one’s
‘brute force against the force of Nature
and humanity. The sticky leaves that
sprout in spring are tender, and the
tree itself with its main strength could
destroy them, but only by imperilling
its own future.

To be able to think for oneself, to

be able to discuss without fear or
fret,—without  this freedomp all else

must be illusory comfort. Little child-
ren are tireless interrogators. It s
through. such questioning that theyo
master the world around them. In the
course of three or four years they mas-
ter language, kinship problems, the
complicated  procedure of etiquette,
ahd many other things besides. Can
it be that to questior is wrong when
we grow old? To be able to question
ought ~ really to be the condition of
one’s continual mental growth.
L]

The masses are more or less reduc-
ed to the condition of the ‘proles’ in
Orwell’s novel. Our first class firsts and
double and treble firsts are screws and
nuts in the gigantic machinery of gov-
ernmen® Our reading is confined to
headlines, ‘digests’, detective, fiction, and
lustrated magazines. In our superior
wisdom we laugh at the ‘Victorians'—
who at least believed in the “importance
of being earnest”. Nachiketas had the
courage  to question, and to learn
through questioning. He was prepared
to pose the first and last questions.
But we are afraid. When the question
is posed ‘After Nehru, who?’, we be-
come hvsterical. Don’t put inconveni-
ent questions. Don’t put any questions.
Don’t think. Don’t feel! "

Yet, can taking things seriously be
such a wrong thing? Isnt it our pri-
mary duty as adult citizens to take an
intelligent interest in what goes on
around us, to think, to express our-
selves® We have prudent well-wishers
and ardent go-getters who roundly tell
ns: “Why must you bother about the
governance of the country? The politi-
cians are in charge of them. Why don’t
vou confine yourself to your own pri-
vate affairs?” But what if my private,
domestic budget is affected in a hund-
red little ways by the policies and
doings of the Government? Don’t I

-
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have the right—nay, the duty—to
think out the filiations between my
private budget and Morarjibhai’s Bud-
get? It is tragically true, alas, that
politics has become a profession, aloof
and apart, in our country. But in a
true democracy everyone is a king, and
is swpposed to have a hand in the gov-
ernance of bis country—at  whatever
remove, and however ineffectively.

In the golden age of Athenian demo-
cracy, there was no appreciable divid-
ing line between the politician and
the private citizen. In his celebrated
funeral oration, Pericles declared:

1

“Our public men have, besides
politics, their private affairs to at-
tend to, and our ordinary citizens,
though occupied with the pursuits
of industry, are still fair judges of
public matters.”

Rajaji has in recent months repeatedly
pointed out the dangers flowing from
the professionalization of  politics.
When politics becomes a profession,
and often a very paying profession, no
wonder the politician frowns at the
ordinary citizen’s temerity to think for
himself and express his views. This arti-
ficial wall has to be pulled down. The
good government of the country is as
much the concern of the majority party
as of the minority, as much the con-
cem of the politicians as cof the ave-
rage citizens—far more the concern of
the citizens, in fact, because it is only
~he wearers who know where the shoes
pinch. The citizen’s right to think and
criticize is a continuous, inalien-
able right; it is not exhausted when,
once in five years, one has dropped 4
piece of paper marked with indelible
ink .into a small steel box.
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MINISTERS MUST LEARN DRIVING!!

SWARAJYA

By B. R. KUMAR .

At the first seminar of the Gan-
dhi School of Politics, which re-
opened * after the vacation, the
topic of discussion was “what
practical steps were possible, and
indispensable, to tone up the
general level of our popular minis-
ters—both at the Centre and the
States—so that the steel frame
left us by the Britisher did not
shatter to pieces in our hands—
as it was undoubtedly doing.” It
was agreed on all hands that
most of the mischief of our poli-
tical disintegration and economic
malaise of the last 15 years since
Independence was due to the
quality of our ministers. But it
was also admitted that given
adult franchise in the present cir-
cumstances of our country—poli-
tical, economic, cultural—the qua-
lity of the ministers could not be
otherwise. It was also impossible
to lay down qualifications of edu-
cation or property for our minis-
ters, without laying down simi-
lar criteria for the membeérs of the
legislatres from whence the
ministers were chosen. And this
latter was not possible without
restricting the ‘divine” principle of
adult franchise—for how can the
adult voter be considered unfit to
exercise the vote in his own
favour even?

The questiog therefore arose as
‘to how “it was possible to change
the quality of our ministers with-
out meddling with the fundamen-
tal rights conferred on every citi-
zen of India to exercise his vote
irrespective of any intellectual or
moral qualification of the" candi-
date.” Plato could suggest a whole
life-time of training for the rulers
of his Republic; the Chinese could
build up a quality class of rulers
who kept the country together,
inspite of disintegrating tenden-
cies at the top, in the form of
bandit generals; for in neither
case were they bedevilled with
the ghost of adult franchise. But
in the India of 1962, under the
umbrella of our Constitution, was
there any remedy,' or must we re-

sign ourselves for ever and ever
to the rule of comparatively ig-
norant nonentities, clothed -with
all the terrible powers of the
modern State?

It was at this stage that Pro-
fessor Jagai, who had recently
been appointed to the staff of the
Schodl, startled the whole house,
by his noyel suggestion that there
was a way, and that was that no
one should be appointed to the
office of minister at the Centre or
the States, unless.after being
elected tg the legislature, he had
taken out a driving licence! For,
contended Mr. Jagai, there was
a vital~connection between the
art of a skilful driver and that of

a successful minister; and that”

just as a minute dose of a cataly-
tic agent changes the whole cha-
racter and composition of a com-
pound making ‘it a new thing,
even so a course in efficient car-
driving  would  imperceptibly
change the quality of our minis-
ters. A skilful’ and efficient driver
is fundamentally a mature man;
thg} need to earn a driving licence
may give maturity to our minis-
ters, too.

For consider the qualifications
of a good driver. He must know
the mechanism of his car—its first
principles, the economic use of
petrol, and tyres, and brakes; the
rhythm of the engine; the place
of the cooling system; of oils and
lubricants; of service and co-ordi-
nation. He must know, too, the
maximum strains which it can
bear; the maximum speed to
which it can be accelerated with
safety to the machine and com-
fort of the passengers. He must
know when to gear and how to
gear, how to slow down and how
to accelerate; when to apply
the brake and how. He must
keep the wind shield clear of all
dust, to have a clear vision of the
road, and of his goal. He must
know how to maintain a steady
speed, taking into account the
condition of the rpad—its surface,

11

L]

its curves, and its width—and
the traffic on it. All this and more-
the efficient driver must learn,
and it is a sign of his mastery of
the art, that the car almost glides
~along.the road with an effortless
ease.

Compare with this the handling
of the State affairs by our minis-
ters during the last 15 years; they
much resemble the novice at the
wheel—holding it firmly with both.
hands; pushing the accelerator
with all his might; jumping down
on the brakes all of a sudden;
turning to right or left without
rhyme or reason; shouting to all
the passers-by to admire his ma-
chine, which internally would
have been damaged beyond his
wildest fancy; possessed only byv
a single desire, to go somewhere
at the top most speed, to show ofl.
his new toy and his skill.

Take any of the tragic events.
of the last 15 years as an illustra-
tion, of the childish immaturity

- of our ministers. Take the story

of the linguistic States. No Andhra
one day, only too soon to be fol-
lowed by the formation of the
Andhra State. No Gujarat, to be:
followed by the division of Bom-
bay. No Nagaland, to be followed:
by the formation of a hill State!
Or, take again the meddling with-
the educational system; the
change-over to the mother-tongue

" without any preparation.at the:

university level or even at the
school level as regards books or
teachers. .Or the change-over at
the university - level to the pre-
university course. Or take the
industrial policy or the import and.
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export policy or the Hindi policy.
‘At every level and on every occa-

sion, the looker-on cannot but be

aghast at the foolhardiness of the

man at the wheel. No one knows

‘when he will turn or which, direc-«

tion he will take; or when he
will suddenly step on the brakes;

SWARAJYA

[ 4
or as suddenly press the accele-
rator.

And so Professor Jagai main-
tained that as our rulers cannot
be made into philosophers, as
Plato desired, at least let them
be made into good mechanics.

For, then, they will apply all the

May 12, 1962
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lessons of the car to the machinery
of the State, and thus realize our
dream of a good government as
an essential goal of democratic
pfﬂltics. At present, we are but
given stones when we hunger for
bread, because ignorance is en-
throned in the seat of power.
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Reuter informs the world that
Earl Russell has decided to leave
London on Monday, May 13 and
arrive twenty days later in
the international waters around
Christmas Island in the Pacific
where nuclear test explosions are
to take place.

It is gratifying to read in the
Indian Express (May 7) an un-
qualified correction and expres-
sion of regret for the report pub-
lished about the so-called defeat
of Mr. M. R. Masani in the Par-
liamentary election in Himachal
Pradesh. This is what the Indian
Express has now said:

“A report appeared in the
Indian Express on May 2 and
an editorial comment on May 5
to the effect that Mr. M. R.
Masani, General Secretary of
the Swatantra Party, had been
defeated in the Chamba Parlia-
mentary election. This was in-
correct.  Mr. Masani had an-
nounced his retirement from the
contest on March 6. Hig name
remained in the ballot paper
for technical reasons only. We
apologise to our readers and to
Mr. Masani for this error.”

*

It is good that someone has
come out and confesses frankly
that aid to undeveloped nations is a
partyof the cold war phenomenon.
Mr. N. J.*P. Arnold’s book, which
has been publicised by Reuter,
brings out the extent of Western
aid which has helped the back-
ward nations. We may talk of the
cold war as an evil thing which
we thoroughly dislike and \yould
like to end. But out of it, and as
an integrated branch of it, have

rown these competitive charities
?rom the cold war Powers. We
are deliberately thriving on the
cold war. The receiver of
stolen property or the junk-
seller trading on it cannot preach
a sermon on the immorality of
stealing without exposing himself
to the charge of pious hypo-

“ crisy. All these aids avith which

we seek to slake our thrst for pro-
gress are ‘tainted money’.

SWARAJYA

Someone has discovered that the
new excise duties on production of
cloth by mills will hit the com-
mon man. Not only these duties
but the burden of every tax, every
duty and levy of any kind impos-

“ed on anybody, at any level, will
be conveyed dowa until it falls on
the common consumer. All levies,
djrect or indirect, ultimately find
the back of the common man as
water finds its lowest level, and
this by a natural law which cannot
be altered by any dictator or any
Finance Minister. It is an ines-
capable consequence of the inter-
conntcted economy of civilized
life and the inter-dependence of
its several layers.

*

A letter of condolence written
by a police constable on the death
of the recipient’s mother was
construed as an indication of the
writer’s political leanings towards
the DMK, because it was the edi-
tor of a DMK weekly who had
lost his mother and to whom the
condolence letter was written.
The High Court held, on a writ
petition, that it could not go into
the adequacy of evidence and
refused to interfere.

Mr. Justice Veeraswami may
be justified in law to shut the
door against attempts to use the
writ procedure to obtain an ap-
peal on facts. But in order to pre-
vent party governments from
running amuck, which sometimes
they may do, it is good to keep
the door ajar as a psychological
deterrent of gross injustice and
not shut and bolt and bar the
entrance.

Granting that the decree of the
Government was final on the in-
ference to be drawn, must a poli-
tical leaning towards the DMK
be held as a bar to hold office?
Would a leaning towards the
Congress Party disqualify? Cons-
tables have votes under the Cops-
titution and a policeman can cast
his vote for the, DMK or the
Congress, or any otlier party he
chooses. The exercise of a vote
is by itself proof of some politi-
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cal leaning or other. Going to the
polling booth would be clearer
proof than the writing of a con-
dolence letter. If the rule is in
respect of any political leaning
and not only in respect of a lean-
ing towards a party not in office,
it seems absurd and inappropriate
for present times. It has come
down from a regime wherein
all politics was banned for offi-
cials, and officials had no
votes. What could be objected
to, would be some action connect-
ed with the constable’s work dis-
closing want of impartiality. The
case borders on the ridiculous in
the context of the condolence
letter.

The morning papers of the same
date, wherein this judgment was
reported, carry the Government
of India’s reply to a communist
member’s question, which gave
the assurance that no person is
to be considered unfit for govern-
ment service on account of his
political opinions. A  deviation
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from impartiality in his conduct
as a public servant is something
that can be deemed to disqualify
ap official, not some indirect proof
of his political leanings or opi-
nions inferred from his letters of
congratulations or condolence. If
the High Court will not, or can-
not, interfere in cases of such in-
justice, democracy can easily be-
come tyranny. Let us hope that
in this case Government itself
may re-examine the case and re-
vise the order and render justice
which the High Court has found
it impossible to do.

Our columnist writing  From
THE CAPITAL  gives a long story
about  the disputes and clashes
inside the Indian Communist
Party. The party having lost its
thunder to the ruling party, these
consequences must necessarily
follow. The Congress and the
Communist parties must merge
and remove the fiddlestick need-
lessly lying between them. There
is no divergence in goals or means
and a merger would save a lot of
national energy and confusion
among the unintelligent.

»

It was only after the last issue
of Swaraiva” was printed that I
saw the communication of “A
Compromise-seeker”. It gave me
the greatest pleasure to read it
as it Fives me now to assure
him of every effort on my
part to achieve the ~common
object. A united front is a
sine quo non for success at the
polls  against the present ruling
party, and for hal[:ing its totali-
tarian regime. When the stage is
reached for it, steps will be taken
to introduce the single transfer-
able vote or some other effective
means of securing proportional
representation, not ongf Slat true
democracy may prevail but also
that those who join the front do
not stand to lose by such coopera-
tion. I am glad that my appeal
made on February 24 has evoked
positive response expressed in such
a reasonable form as this corres-

pondent’s letter in Swarajya of |

May 3.

S O

May 12, 1962

TAXES AND PRICES

SWARAJYA

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The behaviour of price§ has
followed the pattern set by the
last budget. First, there was the
withholding of supplies, then rise
in prices of articles newly taxed,
generally by much more than the
tax, next the rise in prices of all
commodities, and lastly, stabiliza-
tion of a new price level from
which there is no going back.
There are however two new fea-
tures this year, of which the first
is the tax on cloth, which may
add up to 20 per cent. According
to the National Sample Survey,
cloth constitutes 9.6 per cent of
the expenditure pattern, taking
second place after food. Since re-

uirements of cloth—which have
?allen since 1939—cannot be re-
duced, the increase in prices will
be borne by the entire public,

causing a general risc in wages

and prices. The second feature is
that, according to statistics (to the
extent they can be relied upon),
the country’s food production is a
record, which with the American
supplies available should dépress
prices. If this does not happen, the
failure should be attributed to
(1) incorrect statistics, (2) artifi-
cial scarcities continuing on ac-
count, of controls, and (3) the in-
crease in prices of consumer goods
relatively increasing food con-
sumption, particularly of the
urbai popylation. Apparently the
Finance Minister is gambling on
the stability of food prices, but he
may find that the wave of infla-
tion induced by the Budget may
also increase food prices further,
as cultivators may be more dis-
posed to withhold supplies. A
general rise by 10 points of the
index of prices, therefore, seems
unavoidable.

In an economy closed to foreign
imports and subject to licensing,
both of trade and industry of the
more important items, all taxes,
direct and indirect, are borne by
the consumers and not by the pro-
ducers. This is factually evident
from the continual increase in
profits of industrial undertakings
and is a logical infertnce from

the increase of investment in in-
dustrial equities. Consumer rg-
sistance, which alone can de-
press prices and make profits ab-
sorb taxes, is absent in India for
two reasons: (1) the demand for
‘consumer goods is, far from satis-
fied, and (2) Government is creat-
ing so much money that new con-
sumers replace those who cannot
meet the rise in prices. In these
circumstances, it can be conclud-
ed that taxation will not reduce
production or consumption but
will only increase prices.

Rising prices will militate
against the four objectives set out
by the Finance Minister. First,
savings will be discouraged parti-
cularly in government loans and
insurance, because with the con-
tinual fall in the value of the
rupee what will be repaid in
terms of real values will be
only a fraction of what is paid.
In fact, if the general public be-
came aware of this, there would
be a run from which government
loans and insurance could col-

“lapse. In the meanwhile, the Gov-

ernment is aware that investment
is turning away from it as well as
banks in favour of industry. As
regards the second objective of
increase of exports, any increase
of prices over the present level,
already on an average 50 per cent
above world level, will be fatal
to exports, not only because pro-
duction would be attracted to in-
ternal consumption but also be-
cause no concessions could make
our prices competitive in the
open market. To the extent our
exports shrink, there will be no
foreign exchange to meet even
part of the requirements of the
newly established industrial capa-
city. The consequent unemploy-
ment, both of labour and capital,
will have serious repercussions on
the economy. The third objective
is that of better balance between
supply and demand of individual
commodities. In the first place
our production i§ so largely
of necessities that it cannot

be altered , by changes in
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prices. In respect of the re-
maining articles, since the Gov-
ernment  itself has licensed the
production, it is both uneconomic
and unfair to throttle it. The
foyrth objective is ‘social justice’
If it is admitted that in a closed
and controlled economy all taxes
fall on the consumers, there is no
‘social justice’ in making the mas-
ses pay for the Plans of the Gov-
ernment, which do not benefit
them directly now though it may
indirectly and only in the remote
future. Secondly, the continual
fall in the value of money in-
creases the value of industrials
and property investment, further
widening the economic dispari-
ties. In so far as new enterprises
are more highly capitalizeci an
unearned increment is conferred
on the older investments, which
leads to extravagance on their
part, which is economically mis-
chievous.

Lastly the fall in the value of
money affects Government most.
Though the return from taxes can
increase from higher prices on
which they are collected, it has
been found every year to be less
than the expenditure of govern-
ment on salaries and contracts.
This is why the total expenditure
of the Government has increased
seven times since 1950-51, with-
out increase in output in any
equivalent proportion. Though the
Finance Minister may say that
the taxes required for the Third
Plan will be completed by the
Budget of this year, there is no
doubt that he will ask for more
next year, because under rising
prices the revenues of govern-
ment will be outpaced by its ex-
penditure.
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Summerbound, you'll
travel in these Bata sandals
from now till then,
from here to there,
and hardly know
you're moving,
Summarily, the breeziest,
easiest way to walk,
And, so wise to the
ways of long wear
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The Social Welfare Staff of a State
has prosecuted and put a gang to sen-
tence for cheating a child. Sometimes,
those who are more innocent in the
ways of the world, born credulous,
sulfer likewise—journalists being of the

type often led up the garden-path.

Deputy Minister Abid Ali who finds no
place in the Nehru Ministry to lend
aid can be rated as one of them, not
sorcly missed.

o - -]

Planning Minister Nanda tells the

Lok Sabha that the cost of living index
has been steady since August last but
that all the same “we have to be very
careful and watchful about consumer-
prices”. The effort would be superfluous
if Finance Minister Morarji Desai suc-
ceeds in his policy of cutting down
consumption and so throttling  the
demand for additional wages.

o s o

Between the Prime Minister  and
King Mahendra there was no conspi-
cuous exchange of presents to mask
the re-union. Had there been any
flaunting of scarves as at the Dalai
Lama’s reception, the vogue of Nepal
notabilitics wearing an open coat over
a bare-necked shirt could have been
surmounted by the Kathmandu mis-
sion for a change.

o o -

Disapproving Pakistan’s act (unila-
teral, not dilateral) in connection with
the build-up of “the  Karnafuli Dam
Project in East Pakistan where India
has a stake, the Nehru Government has
charged the Ayub Government with
“international delinquency ” and reserv-
ed the right of retaliation. Deterrent
action cannot be questioned as soon as
an International Institute for Borstal
Offenders is established, since it is no
case for dismissal with a warning.

o ° P

Deputy Minister A, M. Thomas told
the Lok Sabha that “the chances of
finding a suitable colour for Vanaspati
appeared remote”, What may be suit-
able is not always accessible even in the
realms and laboratories of advanced
science. In the purification of cosme-
tics, there is the possibility of poisonous
lipsticks being shunned by beauty-

_queens if they are blended in the pure

Chanticleer

are invalid. To scrap an election

would  be preposterous and obnoxious

to India, and no party in the recent

election-manifestos ever hinted at such

_ unconstitutional  intentions once the
returns had been duly gazetted.
-3 & L]

, During a  holiday-festival,  four
mofussil professors were nabbed at the
gambling floor by a sleepy policeman
at dawn disturbed in the non-per-
eye-black of the traditional Indian  formance of duties. They manfully
boudeir. admitted their breach of the law, but the
@ ® ® learned magistrate was a little severe
on the professor of English that he had
omitted to quote Shakespeare in time:
But,. look, the morn,
in russet mantle clad,
Walks o'er the dew of yon
light eastern hill.
"

Crowm

).
A High Court has admitted a peti-
tion questioning the validity of the
Gift Tax. The All-India Union of Wai-
ters might igtervene to make sure that
the result should have no bearing on
the validity of tips.
° -] -]

&

After the elections in the Argentine, From the answer-paper of a Public
the entire Cabinet and party have been  Services Commission Exam: Air-hostess
told by the’ Peronists that their returns  is the wife of an Air Force Officer.—P.].
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' FROM THE CAPITAL:

DWAKAJYA

>

AN ILL-WIND FOR'THE C.P.L?

By SANJAYA

NEW DELHI: After an agonizing
search climaxed by an unprecedentedly
acrimonious meeting, the National Coun-
cil of the Communist Party of India has
finally elected Mr. S. A, Dange as the
party’s Chairman and Mr. E. M. S.
Namboodiripad its General Secretary.
A report has it that to facilitate this the
party constitution has had to be amend-
ed, as originally there was no provision
for a ‘Chairman’.

The former General Secretary (the
late Mr. Ajoy Ghosh) maintained some
sort of balance between the socalled
‘rightists” and ‘leftists’ in the party. But
his sudden demise forced into
the open the internal differences,
each group being anxious to have
its own nominee in that all-im-
portant post. The ‘rightists’ and the
‘centrists’, who were in a majority in
the National Council, found a way out
by having at the top a ‘Chairman’ also’
besides the General Secretary. The
suggestion was accepted, but there was
initially some difficulty over the names
proposed.

It appears Mr. Dange’s nomination
was opposed particularly by the leftists
headed by the Andhra and Bengal con-
tingents.  These lean more towards
China than towards Russia in their
ideological thinking; and as a corollary,
they are for condoning the Chinese ag-
gression on India’s northern frontiers.
Claiming to be ‘fair-minded’ and ‘non-
chauvinistic’, they take the line that
China has dane no wrong, indeed could
do no wrong, that the territory occu-
pied by it rightly belonged to it! The
leftists also advocate what is known as
the thesis of ‘alternate  government’,
which is a euphemism for a call to
revolution. This is opposed to  the
‘Amritsar thesis’ of capture of power
through the ballot-box. Mr. Dange is
said to differ from the leftists only in
his  attitude to Chinese aggression.
He is for a more ‘national’, a more
‘patriotic’ attitude. He condemns Chi-
nese activity on our northern borders,
tactically or otherwise. Little wonder
he has not been exactly popular with
the leftists. .

The week-long session which ended
last Sunday, was {(as expected) a stormy
one. The leftists made jt known from the
start that they would have nothing to do
with Mr. Dange; they would not yield
until the position reached a deadlock.

Of the nine members of the new
secretariat, including the Chairman and

G
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the General Secretary, four are avowed
leftists: Mr. P. Sundarayya, leader of
the communist group in the Andhra
Assembly; Mr. Bhupesh Gupta, MP;
Mr. Jyoti Basu, leader of the commu-
nist group in the West Bengal Assem-
bly; and Mr, Harkishen Singh Surjeet,
General Secretary of the Punjab unit
of the CPI. As against these, there are
only two rightists: Mr. Govindan
Nair  of Kerala and Mr. Yogendra
Sharma of Bihar, who both desire ta
give unqualified support to the® Nehru
Government’s domestic and foreign
policies, including the policy towards
China. The three others—Mr. Dange,
Mr. Namboodiripad and Mr. Z. A.
Ahmed, leader of the communist, group
in the UP  Assembly—are what are
known as ‘left-centrists’, These support
the leftists’ demand for ‘alternate gov-
ernment’, but not their attitude on the
China issue.

The fact that the long-drawn
meeting  was  taken up wholly
with haggling over the issue of leader-
ship and devoted no time to other sub-
jects, the ill-concealed bitterness during
the discussions, the patchwork unity
ultimately effected, and the amendment
of the party’s own constitution in the
process, are not without significance. An
amendment was consented to even with-
out the stipulated two months’ ‘notice’,
the ground of emergency being the de-
mise of Mr. Ajoy Ghosh—some months
back!

Trotsky’s famous remark about the
Kerensky government—*a cork held up
on three pins”"—has been recalled by
a commentator to describe the present
state of affairs within the party. The
CPI's position has become increasingly
untenable, despite the seeming improve-
ment in the popular support for the
party in the recent elections. Its inner
contradictions have increased, especial-
ly since the ideological rift between
Russia and China. Even in its domestie
policies, the CPI speaks with two
voices. For instance, its self-righteous
condemnation of ‘right reaction’ and
communalism and its talk of a cam-
paign against the government’s price
and taxation policies go ill with its call
for a ‘national democratic front’, in-
cluding ‘progressive congressmen’. This
is ;nothing but whistling in the dark.
Also, despite denials, personalities are
assuming more and more importance
than policies in the party counsels.
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The Indian communists, remarked
an acute observer, are a dying race,
though (he quickly added) this should

not induce complacency among demo-
crats.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWARAJYA

IN THE GRIP OF FEAR ,

Sir,—There was a time when people
enjoyed the freedom from fear and
even the newspapers did not hesitate tp
attack the Government whenever it
sought to diminish people’s rights or
lost its sense. The Hindu reviewed
scathingly the administration of Sir
Arthur Lawley and the late Prakasam’s
Swarajya that of Lord Willingdon.

But now, even when we are suppos-
ed to be under a sovereign democratic
Republic both the people and the press
scem to be in the grip of fear.

Pandit Malaviya once said: “The
greatest security for good government
is the national representation and the
free expression of public opinion”. It
becomes the duty of the government
therefore to see that fear is banished
from the heart by one and all of the
people. A distinguished Viceroy once
said that “the seat of the Indian pub-
lic opinion is not in the Indian National
Congress, but it is in the Central legis-
lature”. Now, even the legislatures
do not represent the true Indian pub-
lic opinion, because they have been
formed only under mass illiteracy
which is inherent in adult franchise. Let
us hope wisdom will dawn on the edu-
cated and thoughtful men to enable
them to find a way out of the difficul-
ties created by an adult franchise too
soon extended. .
Sirkali R. Ramacuanpra IYER

LANGUAGE AND OATH OF
ALLEGIANCE

Sir,—I am amused to read the com-
ments of a writer from Bangalore in
Swarajya of April 28 on Mr. C. Subra-
maniam having taken the oath of alle-
giance in Tamil. In Madras State, the
oath of segrecy is being taken only in
Tamil; nowhere Ifas it been stated that
in the Centre the oath of allegiance
should be in a particular language only.
No doubt, the thrusting of Hindi as
officlal language is much resented in
South India, and if his action is cons-
trued to mean that he, too, is opposed
to the enforcement of Hindi by the
State, his gesture ought to be wel-
comed, as even a minister has the
right, like others, to reflect the feelings
of the people he represents—may be in
a milder form—and he should not be
accused of any ulterior motive.

I am sure, if Mr. C. Subramaniam
offers his prayers to God in his own
way, ot for that matter if he attends a
reception given by the Tamilian com-
munity at Delhi and speaks to them
in Tamil, it will not be object-
ed to, holding that such acts do not

contribute  to national and emotional
integration! ¢

New Delhi-5 R. RAMANATHAN

“SCRAMBLE FOR OFFICE”

Sir,—The article under the above
heading appearing in the issue dated
28th April has yet another lesson for us.

The total work turmmed out in any
administration is the number of per-
sons employed multiplied *by the effi-
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ciency standard. If the total work goes
uy and the efficiency standard remains
the same, the number of persons em-
ployed should necessarily increase.
The former Executive Council mem-
bers wore tied down to their jobs,
whereas our ministers have now multi-
farious duties to attend to such as lay-
ing foundation-stones, opening shows
and buildings, going on foreign tours,
attending party meetings, running up
and down Delhi to have consultations
with the High Command, meeting VIPs
whose number is ever increasing, ete.
Kumbakonam Jisior

FROM A NEW M. P.

Friday ths 27th April was private
members’ resolutions-day in the Coun-
cil of States, and Mr. Vajpaye, the lea-
der of the Jan Sangh group, moved a
resolufion calling upon ,the Govern-
ment to restore all the 200 odd em-
ployees of “the Central Government,
who had struck work in June 1960 and
still romain unrestored to their offices

in pursuance of its new policy. Mr. -

Vajpaye looks like a wrestler. Although
in private conversation he is gentle and
smiling, when on his feet and speaking
in the House, he is vehement, denun-
ciatory, has a monotonously high-pitch-
ed voice, his manner of speaking being
more appropriate to a mass meeting.
He speaks too loud in a small House
like that of the Council of States.
Messrs Avanashilingam and Santanam
from Madras took the high constitu-
tional tone that government servants
had no right to strike. Mr. Bhupesh
Gupta, the leader of the communist
group, raised the debate from the se-
dateness into which it had fallen. Mr.
Bhupesh Gupta wears an ear-aid and
speaks loud and long as at a pubile
meeting. His interventions at question-
hour are sudden, vehement and long
every time—in fact they are short spee--

ches! The Chairman finds it difficult to -

repress him.,

In the afternoon on April 30, in the
House of the People, 1 heard Mr. Mano-
haran, the DMK member from South
Madras, speak. Short, slight of build
and mild-locking, he made a matter-of-
fact speech, and was easy in manner.
He showed, quoting from a Home Mi-
nistry’s circular, how Hindi was being
thrust on non-Hindi-speaking govern-
ment employees under threat of block-
ing their promotion. Mr. P. K. Deo,
acting leader of the Swatantra Party,
accused the Congress of malpractices at
the polling.

“May Day’ in the Council was dis-
tinguished for Mr. Annadurai’s speech

on the President’s address., He spoke .

fluently in English in an even tone. He

was restrained and tried his best not
to give offence, even under the pro-
vocation of interruptions. He put forth
his case for Dravidanad showing by
the way that the Congress Party was
neither democratic nor socialistic nor
national as the President’s address had
claimed it to be. He was cheered when
he sat down, not merely because it was
his maiden speech. It is a pity he had
to leave Delhi that very day to attend
an exccutive committee meeting of his
narty at Madras and not remain to hear
the criticism in the afternoon and the
next day, when Congress and commu-
nist members accused him, one after
another, of high crimes and misdemea-
nours, including that of treason.

There was a long list of members to
speak in both Houses both on May 2nd
and 3rd. An interesting speech in the
afternoon in Rajya Sabha was that of
Mrs. Chetty, the popular wife of a
Natukottai Chettiar who owns tea-
plantations in Assam. Slight of build,
and pleasant-faced, she made a strong,
stardy plea for governmental attention
to the welfare of the hill-people. In the
Lok Sabha, Maharani Gayatri Devi
made a simple, straightforward and
telling speech.

Among the speakers of the Swatan-
tra Party who spoke on the President’s
address were Messrs Dayabhai Patel
who is always forthright and uncom-
promising, and Mr. Ruthnaswamy whose
quict manner is well known. The Maha-
raja of Jaipur, who sits on the front
bench on the Opposition side, made
his maiden speech in five minutes,
asking the civil authorities to give a
free hand to the Army in the defence
of India. :

A CORRECTION

In last week’s stord, the socialist
member’s suggestion to give a Deputy
“Minister to help the Irrigation Minister
was wrongly mentioned in connection
with the Finance Minister. The error is
regretted.
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~“Philosopher, sir®

Bertrand Russell greeted Dr.
Radhakrishnan ~ with the remark
that his election as President was
an honour to philosophy_. So also
can the profession of teaching
claim it as an honour done to it,
for Dr. Radhakrishnan was. _for
years a professor in the Madras
Presidency College. Every other
virtue—and there are ever so
many—possessed by the new Pre-
sident can sincerely be a reason,
for the section with whom that
characteristic is specially associ-
ated, to claim for itself honour by
this appointment. Indeed the elec-
tion is universally acclaimed.

But behind all this satisfaction
is a clopd that this is not a com-
lete fulflment of Plato’s ideal.

he office carries no power or res-
ponsibility. The philosopher has
not become king. He is king
only in name. The kings are
stil the non-philosophers as
before. 1f by some impos-
sible constitutional miracle a
binding ordinance were proclaim-
ed today that from now onwards,
the President may in his ‘indivi-
dual discretion’, in such and such
cases, veto the acts of Government
notwithstanding any advice to the
contrary given to him by the Gov
ernment _in- power, it would be
universally welcomed. In fact
some pundits have recently been
expressing their opinion in favour

. of . conferment of some such

powers. But as the Constitution
stands today, this is impossible.
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THE RASHTRAPATHI
By C.RAJAGOPALACHARI

“An observer of human nature, sir,” said Mr. Pickwick.

Such powers were not contem-
plated vy the framers of the Con-
stitution: The President was in-
tended to be, and is, in fact only
a ﬁgurehead, a nominal head of
the State without real authority or
responsibility, . a signing machine.
So was good Rajendra Prasad, and
so must Dr. Radhakrishnan be
content to remain.

All the same, there is a halo
round this seat of honour, and a
feeling of immense respect flows
towards it, to which the new Pre-
sident has been inducted, which
he fully deserves by his eminence
and character. Leadership with-
out real authority is relieved by a
few exclusive courtesies and forms
of distinction which belong to it,
such as the receiving of salutes
from the armed forces, and oc-
cupying the place of honour on
ceremonial  occasions, etc., in
which the State is symbolized by
the President to save it from being
utterly confused with the party in
power. These forms, however un-
substantial, keep minorities of all
kinds in integrated union with the
nation as a whole, who are thereby
saved from sinking into a sense
of complete insignificance. These
are most important and should be
carefully guarded from being ig-
nored or forgotten.

The hereditary principle would
best suit such positions of honour
and rank which are important,
though not _asscciated with ‘real
political authority. This is illus-

trated by the great popularity and
continuing vigour of the institu-

tion of monarchy in England. In

a lesser, but no less striking, way
this is demonstrated by the popu-
larity and position still enjoyed by
some of the bigger personalities
among the rulers of the defunct
Indian States. The chief minis-
ters in these areas, who now enjoy
vast political and other powers,
have failed to reach up to the dig-
nity and popularity still enjoyed
by the ex-rulers. The hereditary
principle releases the incumbent
from the obligation to canvass
popularity, and gives hita inde-
pendence and a glory which out-
shines that of those elected to
power, who can be thrust into
deep oblivion by a vote some time,
in some way, by some means, fair
or foul.

Babu Rajendra Prasad was one
of the illustrious old guard of
National Liberation and he filled
the office of Rashtrapathi with
almost the lustre of a hereditary
monarch. Dr. Radhakrishnan has
not this advantage of having been
one of the fathers of Freedom,
but he has attainments and quali-
ties of his own that amply make
up for it. He stands blessed by the

. rshis whose language he has been

speaking all his life and whose
message he has been conveying to

" the whole world. . He represents

that holy family, and may he be
blessed with the strength to do so

with purposefulness and power.
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THE PACIFIC CALLING
By C, RAJAGOPALACHARI .

The tenth test in the present
US series was exploded ore
Saturday last. Bertrand Rus-
sell’'s appeal still awaits action on
the part of the governments of
neutral countries. The USSR has
proclaimed its intention of follow-
ing up the American explosions
with its own. It is a deplorable
situation. ®

It is apEropriate that American
and British protests are organized
through private bodies, because
they have to offer civil resistance
against their own Governments.
But in India we are in a different
situation. The Government is in
complete agreement with the pro-
test movement. It is legitimate and
proper, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment itself takes action as
Bertrand Russell has suggested.

Mr. Nehru has no objection to
any private ship from India going
to the US nuclear test area. But
he feels he cannot ask the Govern-
ment to take any part in that busi-
ness. If that were done, it would
really amount to the Government
sending a ship, which he thinks
would create complications. There
would be little or no value in the
civil resistance of private indivi-
duals; it would be too tiny an ad-
venture to have any significance
in the present context. It would
only be a ritual, if not cant.
Whereas, if any one or more neu-
tral governments questioned the
legality of US’s action by way of
direct action, seeing that protests
have miserably failed, it would be
an effective Gandhian challenge.
If the Government of India made
up its mind to question the legi-
timacy of these nuclear tests as
suggested, it would no doubt create
complications. But it is the creat-
ing of complications which forms
the sanction in civil resistance and
. gives to it its effectiveness. Gov-

ernment action will have the en-
thusiastic support of the people.
Government action will be real
resistance and act as a check. The
sending of non-governmental

boats, small or big, will be only a

kind of ritual. No doubt such
action may be good propaganda,
but we have had enough of propa-
ganda. What is now wanted is the
halting of the present series of the
American tests, and thereby pre-
venting USSR’s counter-series. It
is still to be hoped that the Gov-
ernment will decide to send out
a ship to challenge US’s action,
notice of it being giverr to Ame-
rica along with an appeal to other
neutral nations for taking similar
action.

The Government of India avoids
following up its own conviction
because of a desire not to do any-
thing which may be intérpreted
as a hostile act against a friendly
Power. But no private organiza-
tion, not even the Gandhi Peace
Foundation, can take any steps
without adequate Government en-
couragement and co-operation. The
Prime Minister is intimately asso-
ciated with the Peace Founda-
tion and the Gandhi Nidhi of
which it is a department. The
friendly Power whose goodwill we
wish to save would expett the
Government of India to prevent
any such private adventure, even
if it does not expressly ask the
Prime Minister to stop it. America
is bound to interpret the standing
aloof of the Government as hos-
tility, and nothing will therefore
be gained. Any appearance of non-
participation would be futile. We
shall, at the same time, be losing
all the effectiveness of the action
proposed. The devious course will
not save goodwill.

If the Prime Minister sympa-
thizes with the proposal to chal-
lenge the legitimacy of US test
explosions and is earnestly desi-
rous of doing something to stop
its further progress and to prevent
the USSR’s retaliatory series, he
must decide to order a govern-
ment ship out without further
delay. No law or Constitution
stands in the way, and it will be
met with enthusiastic popular
approval. ¢
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RAJAJI - NEHRU
CORRESPONDENCE

o Letter dated the 22nd
April, 1962 from Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachri to the Prime
Minister.

I hope you are rapidly gettin
normal in health andPstangth. &

If you are responding positively
to Bertrand Russell’s appeal to
the non-aligned nations to send
cruisers and ships to the testing
area, do register me as a civilian
going with the Tesisters. I do
wish the appeal is accepted. It is
the only and sure way to stop the
American programme of starting a
chain of explosions and counter-
explosions now. .

God bless you.

Letter No. 591-PMH/62,
dated the 23rd April, 1962
from the Prime Minister to
Mr. C. Rajagopalachari.

Thank you for your letter of
the 22nd April. I am fairly well
now. Having got over the little
trouble I had, I have now got to
overcome the after-effects of the
large number of antibiotic pills
that I had to swallow.

I have received a request from
Bertrand Russell to send a ship
to the Christmas Island. I admire
the crusading enthusiasm of Bert-
rand Russell, but I do not quite
see how I can order one of our
warships to go to this place. That
would be almost a hostile act
against the United Stges and
might have far-refching conse-
quences. If we are to stop the
American test programme, it seems
to me that more friendly and
peaceful approaches are likely to.
have greater effect.

Letter dated the 25th April,
1962 from Mr. C. Rajagopala-
chari to the Prime Minister.
Thank you for your kind letter.

Our civil resistance cannot be
possibly treated as an unfriendly
gesture, more especially if the
other neutral Governments also
co-operate and send similar ships.
Of course, we shall have notified
our procedure in time for the
United States Government to
know #%hat we are doing and we

can ewplain fully our motive and °

our friendly attitude. Our oppa-

P
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sition would be only to the tests
and not to the Government. [t
would be nothing more than the
attitude we are showing at Geneva
through our representatives. It
would be only “direct action” as
distinguished from mere friendly
persuasion. I do not believe that
anything else will now stay Ame-
rican hands. Possibly—very pro-
bably—if you write and ~ notify
your intention to send a ship as
suggested by Bertrand Russell, the
American Government may revise
its attitude even before actually
any ship is sent. Kindly consider
this and other things before refus-
ing to comply with Bertrand Rus-
sell’s appeal. It cannot reasonably
be considered a ‘hostile’ act.

I am sure you are taking some
good type vitamins to make up
for the effect of antibiotic drugs
consumed.

Letter No. 648-PMH/62,
dated 5th May, 1962 from the
Prime Minister to Mr. C.
,Raja%(opalachcm'.

Thank you for your letter of the
25th April. I am afraid I have not
yet been convinced by what you
have written about sending a ship
to Christmas Island. I have con
sulted all my colleagues in the
Cabinet and outside. I have even
mentioned this to the Gandhi
Peace Foundation and they agreed
that we could not send a war-
ship.

The most we could do is to
allow a private ship to go there.
Governmeflt canaot orga-
nize such a private ship.
It will cease to be pri-
vate then.

The situation is bad

enough, with these nu-
clear tests. I do not want
to take the risk of mak-
ing it worse.
+ Bertrand Russell him-
self wrote to me and said
that he did not suggest
a warship or anything of
that type to be sent. He
suggested a tramp, How
are we to organize a
tramp? Who is to man
it? It will be easy enough
to find some passengers
who will take the risk.

There is no doubt
that any step of this

SWARAJYA

kind that we take would be
considered a hostile act against
the United States. Unfortunately,
feeling there is very much worked
up. It will not be any kind of
direct action by friendly persua-
sion, but will be considered some-
thing to come in the way of the
United States” legitimate activities.
Letter dated the 8th May,
1962 from Mr. C. Rajegopala-
chari to the Prime Minister.
Thank you for your letter of
May 5.
I regret to note that I have not
been able to persuade you that

Governments, too, can offer civil -

resistance to more powerful Gov-
ernments who seek to do acts con-
trary to infernational law to the
prejudice of nations, even as, indi-
viduals can do it as against their
own Governments or against in-
dividual wrong-doers. I hold the
view that Governments can re-
place the traditional resort to war
by peaceful civil resistance.

You say in your last letter that
even if a ‘private’ ship were to be
sent, it would cease to be ‘private’
if organized by Government, That
is quite true. But why, I ask,
should government action be
ruled out as improper? This is the
real point of difference between
us. A Government’s non-violent
resistance may be ‘hostile’ in the
sense of being an act intended to
prevent the other Government’s

intended activities in that regard.

3
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*It may be unpleasant. But it can-
not be deemed an act of war or
as anyt}’ﬁng different from our
civil resistance in our campaign
against Britain.

*Even the US Government can-
not be feeling that its action is
quite legitimate. Our direct action
cannot be illegitimate in the cir-
cumstances. There have been such
wide and important protests from
people who know what these tests
will lead to.

I feel I am needlessly sermonis-
ing. You know all that I am talk-
ing, The question is whether we
would do well in making it some-
what difficult for America to go
on as it is doing. I feel we would
be doing well in this particular
case, the issue being of such world-
wide importance and our action
being in the interest of world
welfare.

The opposition to these nuclear
tests is eminently in the field of
Governments and not a matter to
be left to private persons.

P.S. Kindly get my first hand-
written letter on this subject
copied and send me a copy.

Telegram from the Prime
- Minister to Rajaji.
Primin 21082 New Delhi May 13
“Your telegram. You can cer-
tainly  publish  correspondence

about nuclear tests—Jawaharlal
Nehru.”
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CURRENT EVENTS::

The Prime Minister was in no
mood for arbitration or appease-
ment in his attitude towards
China as he spoke on th¢ motion
of thanks. In his party-speech he
had gone the length of saying
that defence organization, in res-
pect of men, munitions and de-
ployment of forces, had been so
accelerated that the Chinese on
second thoughts must be  thinking
that discretion was the better part
of valour. We have installed two
or three formidable check-posts
for security purposes on the
Sino-Indian frontier within our
territory, though the Chinese
claim that the location involves
aggressive penetration into their
region; an episode which they
want to follow with attempts at
repelling our patrols. In a telling
article in the Indian Express
(May 7) Mr. Frank Moraes asks,
on the strength of facts and figures
given, whether our preparations
warrant the assumption of com-
bat-readiness for a trial of strength
with China, who, according to the
Defence - Minister, had already
stabbed India in the back, earn-

ing a mnervous plight of isolation
in the world. Both Chou En-lai
and Marshal Chen-Yi (Foreign
Minister) had physically fought
in mountains and valleys in their
Freedom struggle, whereas Mr.
Nehru and Mr. Menon have won
triumphs in the forum of debates,
which makes a material difference
in theiir publicity-mindedrness.
@ L)

It was only four yegrs after the
beginning of the Chinese en-
croachments that the incident
could come to the notice of the
Indian Parliament and people,
thanks to what New Relhi would
resentfully regard as newspaper-
leakafe. The advance-troops of
the Chinese adhered to #he policy
of reticence. “Me No See, No
hear, No speak” summed up their
mobile strategy. As to the capa-
city to endure horror-scenes, Mr.
Nehru is pathologically unequal
to it; indeed, on his visit to
Mexico when a bull-fight was

staged in his honour, he scurried
away from the stadium at the
supreme moment of the kill. As for
Mr. Krishna Menon, he, inspite of

- ments,
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his own title as the vegetarian
tiger, would probably sicken at
the prospect of raising a sacrifi-
cial knife at a paschal-lamb. Stilk
in the dynamics of advance warn-
ing, they diverge from the re-
serve-tactics of the Chou En-lai-
cum-Chen-Yi combination who
refrain from advertising, except
for the notice that the check-posts
come within their territory which,
according to China, has been
truculently claimed and occupied
by India to the extent of 32,000
square miles. Mr. Nehru’s langu-
age about readiness to fight after
the planting of reinforcements
over a boundary of 2,500 miles is
partly meant to alert the nation at
large into the spirit of solidarity
which is being pursued to secure
emotional integration and a com-
mon political front. If the Prime
Minister and the Foreign Minister
of China were to regard publi-
city more than secrecy as part of
military  prudence, “the = world
might now have echoed with sto-
ries about the largest army in the
world and its armoured equip-
ents, 0ot to mention atomic
missiles, since China is under no
self-limitation to the effect that
she should apply atomic energy
exclusively to peaceful
uses. The Defence Minis-
ter has obviously fortified
Mr. Nehru in the brief
that if clashes occur in
these  disputed check-
posts, China {5 sure to
get a hidiftg, and that she
would then realize her
folly of isolation through
alienating India when the
Indian official team’s re-
port on the border is
already there for accep-
tance—which Peking re-
fuses to honour as Holy
writ. The people’s Repub-
lic may speak scornfully
of America as the paper-
tiger, and they are now
grimacing at  paper-ele-
phants!

' o °

The late Mr. Ernest
Bevin, as Britain’s Foreign
Secretary, logked forward
to the day when the

people’ of the world

" New Delhi, Dr. Rajendra

_lic-spirited citi
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would be free to travel from
end to end and even settle
down for peaceful pursuits, with-
out passports and visas. The
conception was further elucidated
in Wendell Wilkie’s ‘One World
theme. Restrictions in migration
are traceable, in the last analysis,
to the spirit of apartheid. The
Macmillan Government has un-
derlined colour-distinction with
the Commonwealth Immigrants
Bill, piloted by the Home Secre-
tary, Mr. R. A. Butler, who him-
self had been born as a “native”
of India. Excuse for the alarm
about cheap Asian labour and a
casual small-pox eruption as as-
cribed to some Pakistani lascars,

. does not justify the adoption of

hostile rules against coloured la-
bour whether from Jamaica or
Ceylon or India. When things are
unjustly forbidden, there is a
spread of illicit trade, and a roar-
ing traffic in false passports is in
progress all over the world.
In England, prejudice against
coloured immigrants becomes
particularly  galling. The Arch-
bishop ot Canterbury, Dr. Mi-
chael Ramsey, who was re-
cently in New Delhi for the Unity
Convention of Christian Churches,
spoke against the Tory Bill in the
House of Lords a passage which
may be quoted:
I most earnestly hope that
the restrictions introduced
by this lamentable Bill, this
Bill intigduced with repug-
nance, this"Bill which is
indeed deplorable, will be
short-lived. And that the
episode will arouse in the
conscience of our country a
new determination to attack
again the conditions which
have led to the reversal of
one of our country’s great
traditions.
- -] &

In bidding farewell to

Prasad told the joint ses-
sion of Parliament that
unless  expenditure on
elections is curbed and
regulated, as intended by
the founding fathers of

the "Constitution, an ap- °
peal to the country would
be a farce, unfair*to pub-
zens of mo-
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derate means. The recent elec-

tions had  been originally un-
fair from beginning to end;
although 120 million people are
supposed to have exercised inde-
pendent judgment, the sanctity of
the secret ballot was hardly
honoured. Universal suffrage per-
mitting of herd-voting does not
permit of open retreat, but the
lessons of voting (with’ 15 parties
waving different flags and sym-
bols) have still to be learnt for the
purification, of democratic practice
and the simpler polarization of
balancing forces. Where Central
interests and local problems began
and ended, in the shart period of
casting slips of paper through
slits in the box, could not have
been lucidly perceived by the
holiday-makers arriving in lorries,
irrespective of all restrictions laid
down, in order to equalise oppor-
tunities between the rich and the
poor. The very term “tickets” is-
sued by a central nominating
body points to the temptation of
mercenary traffic upon which Dr.
Rajendra Prasad sadly — dwelt.
Officially the elections caused the
Indian exchequer Rs. 7 crores, but
abuses were as rampant as elu-
sive. A contemporary gives a total

_ estimate of Rs. 36 crores to high-

light a pre-arranged tamasha.
Why, the very first Congress tri-
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umph of the election-drive has
been proclaimed from Tiruchen-
dur—wHhere the unopposed can-
didate set the pace with a bag of
syccess. Can the High Command
lay its hand on the heart and say
the victory was inexpensive?
& & L]

An interesting book, Last Glimp-
ses of Bapu by Maniben Gandhi,
is on the market now. It is based
on a diary kept by the author of
the lastethirty days of Mahatmaji,
the habit of diary-keeping by
Maniben having been long ap-
proved by him. Occasionaﬁy he
would initial the entries. One of
the trends after the transfer of
power which agitated Gandhiji
was the sudden onset of rot
amongst congressmen installed in
office, a phenomenon that partly
influenced his decision that the
Congress  after the winning of
Swaraj should be dissolved, its
mission being over. Maniben puts
in a passage these words of Ma-
hatma Gandhi as a_direct wit-
ness: “Why has the Congress
degenerated to this extent? Mem-
bers of legislatures are spreading
corruption everywhere. How long
will it go?” Corruption has gone
pretty far since then. Absolute
power absolutely corrupts and
creates a craving for its intermi-
nable enjoyment. . PJ.

-
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VERSATILE VOCABULARIST
By POTHAN JOSEPH ‘

Argument in the Security Coun-
cil on Kashmir was over whan
the Russian delegate rose and
declared Sir Mohammad Zafrul-
lah Khan’s long rigmarole as
groundless and certified the State
of Kashmir and Jammu as part and
parcel of India. Although Mr.
Krishna Menon’s speech displayed
vitriolic features, the day' was won
for us by Soviet Russia, and even
if a delegation of minor MPs had
represented India, our right to
regard the Kashmir accession as
final would have been well-sus-
tained, without suspense as to the
convenience of Mr. Krishna Menon
to hop back to India via Geneva
on Friday itself.

Roma locuta, causa finita (Rome
has spoken, the cause is ended).

The Pakistan delegate had la-
boured for more than six hours,
but Mr. Menon could afford to be
brief, and the old marathon of 22
hours * of rival-speaking  was
spared.

In a famous trial nearly 2,000
years ago at Jerusalem, the accus-
ed was charged with blasphem-
ing. The Roman Governor could
find no fault in him, but the Chief
Priest questioned the offender and
heard his answer. “Then the high

_priest rent his clothes and saith,
what need we any further wit-
ness?” In a different context, the
»prospect of a prolonged trial of
the Kashmir case by the Security
Council was over without need for
any further evidence. After the
indirect veto which amounted to
. closure in time, there is the alter-
" native of a reference to the Ge-
neral Assembly where each coun-
try would consult its own inter-
ests if it ever comes to voting. It
was all very well for John Foster
Dulles to say that neutrality on
an issue of right and wrong bore
the taint of immorality, but dip-
lomats are not all Puritans and
Presbyters; and all countries ip-
cluding India have at voting hour
the choice between conscience
and profit, what turns the scales
being the elements of prudence
and expediency. There is no need
" for Mr. Krishna Menon to return

to the World Assembly, his next
place being the Defence Head-
quarters in India itself with
Fasual, week-end visits to Geneva
in order to promote the presence
of neutrals at nuclear explosions
and advance the general cause of
disarmament in the world with-
out infringement of sovereignty
that cannot be “traded”. The vast
!oulk of UNO membership, Ghana
mclu’ded, would veer to Dean
Rusk’s  position that ultimately
India and Pakistan must settle the
problem Between themselves.

What's Hecuba fo him
«  or he to Hecuba
That he should wegp for her?

A reciprocal contribution which
India could make as the top-
messenger of world-peace is that
both the United States and Soviet
Russia should sign a “No War Dec-
laration” as proposed by Prime
Minister Nehru, within our con-
text, namely, a No-War Declara-
tion between India and Pakistan,

Not that we were ill-equipped
for a bout with Sir Mohammad
Zafrullah Khan in the event of
Soviet Russia non-intervening. Mr.
Krishna Menon, famous for invec-
tives, could also be soft, thanks
to his genius for exploiting shades
of meaning to differentiate syno-
nyms. Just before boarding the
Air International for New York
he had told a Bombay audience
that India was going to appear
before the Security Council nei-
ther as a plaintiff nor a defendant.
She will be there as a participant.
.I‘IIS versatility as a vocabularist
is phenomenal. When a complaint
is lodged, the presiding authority
had to deal with a complaint as
well as the accused, in this case
specifically named in the FIR,
Pakistan.~ Mr. Menon’s strategy
was to deny the jurisdiction of the
UNO, hence the substitution of
the words came as a semantic
precaution.

It wgs due to his deftness in
‘Phraseo ogy that the demand for
“vacating aggression” was grafted
into the controversy, the advan-
tage being that aggression stood
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proved and that the pre-establish-
ed offender must, in the first place,
ma]fe amends by quitting violated
derritory  and burying the error.
The question of trespass itself is
put out of debate, and the claim
so drummed into the discussion

was half the battle won for fixing
uilt.

In his first hearings Mr. Menon
hgtd extended her propaganda sig-
nificantly by saying that India

will not compound with felony”.
If India acquiesced, she
be an accessory after the cvent or
a consenting party, an undignified
position. Moreover, in the delin-
quent stalemate across the Cease-
fire’ Line, there is the appearance
of India being compelled to tem-
porise with that felony, a state of
toleration  which jars when the
Prime“ Minister was fond of say-
ing: “Congress does not think in
terms of compulsion”, And Mr.
Krishna Menon has had it main-
tained that there is no Kashmir
disputc” but only a “situation”.
That is an issue for international
situationists, a conundrum to con-
found certain escapologists. In the
rearly days of the Christian Church
there was a controversy about the
status of the Holy Ghost, it being
granted that the Father and the
Son were co-equal. The Athan-
asians  were implacable, so that
ultimately the compromise stated
that the third person in the
Trinity “proceedeth”,

_ The formula ahyout 4ndia being
independent and still  belonging
to the Commonwealth so fasci-
nated Mr. Nehru that Mr. Menon’s
spokesmanship defining the Queen
as a “symbol” confirmed him in
his authority as international gla-
diator.

As a master in the mutations
of meaning for technical words,
Mr. Menon has no rival. He
could suddenly create an atmos-
phere of “No- efinitions” or tie an
opponent into knots by putting
counter-questions  with  over-
bearing hints that the interlocutor
is but an ignoramus.

Suddenly in New York he
stargd at the Pakistan advocate
and asked: “What right has Pak-
istah in Indig?” Zafrullah’s jaws

dropped. Then he affirmed that

-

would* »
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IMPLICATIONS OF NATIONALIZATION
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Mr. A. D. Mani (Ind.), speaking in
Parliament on the Budget, followed the
criticism of a Congress member that
State enterprises were “disappointing
and discouraging”, with the suggestion
that they should be denationalized at
least up to 49 per cent. Nearly a year
ago, the Prime Minister himself had
declared that the idea of denationali-
zation should be investigated. There
are many precedents for this. Steel was
denationalized in England and the Bur-
mese Premier declared in 1960 that the
Burmese “policy must be one of gra-
dual withdrawal from economic activity,
until its scope becomes narrow enough
for the available manpower to handle
it with efficiency”. That our manpower
is put to much strain and that our ineffi-
ciency is higher makes denationaliza-
tion more urgent for us. =

Nationalization is not socialism, be-
cause mere transfer of ownership to the
Government does not add to the re-
sources available for the greater satis-
faction of the masses. On the other
hand, the transfer places the burden of
loans and taxes on the common peo-
ple, assuring the previous owners of a
steady income without risking anything.

This obvious equation has been ,obs-

cured by platitudinous talk of reducing
economic inequalitiecs when, in actual
fact, they have been increased by the
contracts and licences inherent in State
enterprises.  In England the Socialist
Party has discovered that “socialism
will suffer a set-back if nationalized in-
dustries show disappointing results”.

Nationalization does not add to the
revenue of the Government, A ten-year
tabulation of budgets shows that, ins-
pite of an expenditure of Rs. 74 crores
in the First Plan and Rs. 900 crores
in the Second Plan, the income from
all State enterprises, the mint excepted,
is now less than in 1950-51. To this
must be added the loss of potential
taxes which would have accrued from
the same investment being in the pri-
vate sectos. The higher prices paid, now
on an average 50 per cent above world
level, for the sake of taxes and loans re-
quired for State enterprises, extort from
the whole population the cost and the loss
from State enterprises Q]oeated in a few
sclected freas. Of the loss, everyone is
already familiar. It is just reported that
the State Transport in Bombay, the
best in the country, is running at a
recurring Joss covered by increased
rates in the electricity enterprise com-
bined with it. The Hindustan Shipyard
reccived a subsidy in  1960-61 of
Rs. 456 lakhs to cover its losses even
when the production was less than half
the capacity of the yard. The Sindri
Fertilizer Factory which is carrying a
book debt of Rs. 858 lakhs is merrily
increasing its staff, the non-technical
one by 100 per cent, even when its pro-
duction was reduced from 332,000 tons
to 285,000 tons, and its prices increas-
ed to more than 50 per cent above world
level. The Hindustan Aircraft has the
same record of increasing staff out of
all proportion to the increase in pro-
duction. The direct relation of higher

India Was<aot there for “trading
sovereignty”, whether it was Pak-
istan or China—all statements
stemming from the charge of ag-
gression being so obvious as to
render debate into an absurdity.
Any progress of World Govern-
ment must involve attribution of
sovereignt}' by slow degaees, .buE
a sudden question about trading’
sovereignty would be like speak-
ing o? qualified sovereignty —or
moderate chastity. The listener is
stunned by the bludgeoning of
the vocabularist carrying a heavy
club with knobs on. Any nation
with a grievance can write a let-
ter to the UNO Secretary-Gene-
ral, that the UNO Charter has
been violated, because it is a
phenomenal ~ dpcument of vaga-
wine and mn definitions. Mr. Kri-

shna Menon reminds hostile lis-
teners that aggression is not de-
fined, much less war. All the same,
the world organization talks of
waging war against malaria and
fighting tuberculosis. In the jum-
ble of figures of speech and elu-
sive metaphors, the wizard of
words is in paradise as against
simple interpreters of language.
Mr. Menon is in this sense invin-
cible; and in every foreign assign-
ment he is meticulously careful
in quoting the authority of “My

Prime Minister”. He says that

India would never start a row en-
tailing force, but in his supplé
logic he knows to tailor dicta to
occasions as when he affirmed
with frequency towards the end of
1961: “My couptry has never ab-
jured violence”. '

Bl
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prices with State enterprises is demons-
trated by steel, for which the reten-
tion prices have been increased—even
for private production—to cover the
higher cost of government steel. In ano-
pet way State enterprises add to in-
flation, because to the extent they
absorb the foreign exchange available,
imports on private account are ruthless-
ly reduced, which not only allows in-
digenous production monopoly prices
but also adds to- the prices from esta-
blished industrial capacity kept idle for
want of required imports. Then, again,
State , enterprises have exercised their
priority for transport and power at the
cost of private enterprises which supply
consumer goods to the public. Other
priorities, like that for manpower,
starve services directly concerned with
the immediate interests of the people.

If Government and Parliament do not
shut their eyes to these and other seri-
ous consequences, there should be no
further extension of State enterprises.
Apart from it, there should also be a
substantial measure of denationalization.
In the first instance, this will reduce the
budget, making it possible not only to
avoid the new taxes and loans, but also
to reduce some of the taxes already
imposed  which are depressing both
production and consumption of items
required to improve the standard of
living. Secondly, partial denationaliza-
tion by introducing a measure of per-
sonal interest will check the ineffici-
ency and waste arising from official dis-
interestedness. Thirdly, to the extent
private savings are attracted to invest-
ment in State enterprises, the money
supply will be reduced with deflationary
consequences. The position will be re-
versed, the people becoming debtors
of Government instead of creditors of
the vast national debt which has grown
up in the last ten years. This mecha-
nism of making the people indebted can
be carried further by the West Ger-
man system of ‘tax certificates’ which
issues government securities as loans to
private enterprises. Fourthly, to the
extent that State enterprises are arrest-
ed, the future generations will be saved
from industrialization at the present
high costs.

The opportunity provided by the
budget, therefore, should not be lost to
change the policy regarding nationali-
zation. The least that should be secured
may  be the appoimtmewsg of an inde-
pendent High Power Committee to exa-
mine the economic consequences of
State enterprises. Without doubt, such
a committee, particularly if it includes
foreign experts, will establish the im-
perative necessity of the government
disengaging itself from economic act-
vity.
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MANY a person bringing home the bazaar,
is unaware that the bag he carries is made
from Mafatlal jute! Nor does he know that
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addition of course, to some of the finest
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CENTRE’S CURRENT EXPENDITURE
By K. N. SRIVATSAN

The revenue Budget of the Centre
for 1962-63 would be very revegling it
a few facts are borne in mind. First,
it contains a part of the States” bud-
gets also in the form of the States
share in the Union excise dutics. Again,
Central  grants to the States are, in
reality, the revenue of the States col-
Iected by the Centre which has usurped
their lucrative resources. We have to
take out these two State items from
the Ceutral Budget if we are to know
the real revenue and — expenditure of
the Centre. Secondly, the accounts of

both revenue and expendituwre contain®

seven common heads, ie., debt services,
administrative services, social and deve-
lopment services, river-schemes,  public
works, transport and communication,
and currency and mint, meaning there-
by that these heads bring income apart
from the incurring of expenditure on
them. Barring currency and mint, all
the other six items are invariably more
spending than earning, and thus they
deserve, for our analysis, to be shown
only on expenditure-account with their
net expenditure. The item of currency
and mint should be shown only in re-
venue accounts as it earns much more
than is spent on it. Thirdly, the cost of
collection of taxes may he subtracted
from the tax proceeds, and thus the net
tax . proceeds may be shown in the re-
venue account obviating the entry of
cost of collection on the expenditure
side of the Budget.

I give below in the form of table
a summary of the latest Cen-
tral revenue Budget recast on the basis
of the points mentioned eartlier:

Certaift interesting facts emerge from
the table. First, the defence expendi-
ture (net) is more than two-fitths of
the Centre’s expenditure and not ju
one-fourth of the current Central spend-
ing as given in the gross accounts pre-
sented in the Budget statement. If to
this we add the civil expenditure con-
nected  with the defence, then the
charge on defence-account would, per-
haps, claim half the Central revenues
as its share. This is perhaps inevitable
in  view of our hostile neighbours,
though a lot of wasteful spending, on
prestigious  show-pieces  like  aircraft
carriers. could be cut out straight away.
Sceondly, out of the total increase of
R«. 123 crores in eypenditure in 1962-
63 compared to the last year, as much
as Rs. 96 crores or 78 per cent is clearly
spent on non-Plan items, j.e., defence
and miscellaneous  civil  expenditure,
Again, out of the rcmaining Rs. 27
crores, about Rs. 11 croves are to go
to meet the increased cost of debt and
administration. It is elear that only
Rs. 16 croves, if at all, of the total in-
crease in spending would go to ‘Plan-
finance’. Should the Rs. 6l-crore addi-
tional taxation proposals, made on the
pretext of Plan-requirements, yield—
if at all—only Rs. 16 crores for the
Plan? TMrdly, the tax proposals ave,
it seems, meant to cover (i) the recom-
mendations of the Third Finance Com-
mission for just shares to the States out
of the Central till, (ii) the highly de-
teriorating debt position, and (iii) the
increased military  spending. In short,
the Budget is just a patch-up one
covering the big holes dug up by debts
and defence in the Central finance.

-—%
b

(In Rs. crores)
1961-62  1962-83 Increase
(Revised) (Budget)

(A) Net Expenditure

{(a) Debt services, Administrative

services and four other civil

L
)

Were the additional taxes inevitable’
Could not economies honestly effectec
in certain sectors make up for the short
fall? Economies can certainly be triec
in three directions. There is an unjusti
flable rise of Rs. 10 crores in expendi
ture under “administration” which car
e struck off by rationalizing the bloat
ed > Central administration. A stric
watch on expenditure under the heac
“Currency and Mint” in the Budge
would certainly result in an economs
of Rs. 3 crores. Again, there is a big
rise of Rs. 29 crores under “other Mis
cellaneous”  expenditure; even if we
take account for Rs. 7 crores, under this
iteta, as the increase in dearness allow
ance for government servants who are
by no means alone in facing up the
ever-rising  price-wall, the remaining
Rs. 22 crores can certainly be cut off
as it is spent on non-essential non-Plar
civil expenditure.  Thus internal eco
nomies alone would result in the sav-
ing of at Jeast Rs. 37 crores. There re:
muins a gap of Rs. 24 crores, whict
can be easily covered by the usually
underestimated  tax-returns, underesti.
mated by the greedy Centre. At wors
people should, in fairness, have beer
asked to pay, if at all, Rs. 24 crores by
way of additional taxes and not Rs. 8]
crores, as this  Budget does not ever
coutribute to  “Plan-finance” which
stated to be the raison d’etre of the tax
proposals.
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TRAVEL SERVICE
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services. 267 294 27
(b) Miscellaneous civil expenditure. 99 154 55
(c) Defence expenditure (net) 302 343 41
(d) Savings. 34 —_ (=) 5?4 ' ?

Total 702 791 89 EEQHM
(B) Net Reuenu’e'

(a) Tax-proceeds (net) of cost of

collection and disbursement to FOR HEALTH T

States. 602 633 51 . LTH & STRENGTH
(b) Currency and Mint. 42 49 7 AUV R DASA AMAM
(¢) Miscellaneous. 58 89 31 ::\;::);v:

i . Total 702 = 791 89
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WANTED FREE TRADE UNIONS
By MONI BHATTACHARYA

Today the trade union move-
ment in India has lost its freedoms
to Congress Statism. The leaders
of the different trade union orga-
nizations have rallied in and
around Congress Statism and are
vying with one another to invite
State intervention in the relation
of the employer with the emplo-
yees. As a result, not only the rift
between the employer and the em-
ployees but also the gulf among
the different trade union centres
in India has widened, imperilling
whatever industrial progress our
country has made. The repeated
attempts made to unify different
trade union centres into a single
one, under pressure from below,
have utterly failed because of the
Statist view of the trade union
bosses. Not the interest of the
workers but the ambition for the
share of the spoils of State power
is dominant in the minds of the
leading figures of our trade umion
movement. This is the reason why
unity is not heing effected in the
trade union movement.

The bargaining power of Indian,
workers can be enhanced only on
the basis of a single trade union
centre. But trade union unity can-
not be achieved on the basis of
Congress Statism as the regulator
of the relation between the emplo-
yer and the employees. State re-
gulation of the labour relation is
harmful to the interest of both the
employer Andedhe employees, as
it leads to the sporadic outburst
of strikes and lock-outs hampering
industrial peace and prosperity.
The regulation of the labour re-
lation by Congress Statism has not
decreased strikes and lock-outs,
but increased them! So free trade
unionism is the only alternative to
get industrial peace and prospe-
rity by minimizing strikes and
lock-outs and by maximizing pro-
duction in the interest of both the
employer and the employees.

It is due to the fear of the em-
ployer of the trade union move-
ment that there has arisen Con-
gress Statism regulating the labour
relation to safeguard the interest
of the employer. But as a matter

of fact, Corgress Statism has no
power to safeguard the interest of
the employer against the spora-
dic outburst of strikes. Due to the
failure of Congress Statism to stép
sporadic strikes, the employer has
been resorting to lock-out as a
retaliatory measure. In this way
strikes and lock-outs have been in-
creasing in numbers and continue
to last for prolonged periods. This
is the inevitable result of Congress
Statism used as an instrument to
remove the unfounded fear of
the employer for the trade union
movement. So the uncalled-for
fear of the employer far the trade
union movement can be overcome
only on the basis of free 0tlrade

11

unions which are as much in the
interest of the employees as in
"that of the employer.

The Indian working class is the
worst  victim of, and therefore
constitutes .the bulwark against,
Conggass Statism. No section of
Indfian population will be able to
fight against Congress Statism so
faithfully and heroically as the
Indian working class. In this con-
dition the newly born Swatantra
movement, which is pledged to
fight against Congress Statism,
should not remain indifferent to
the Indian trade union move-
ment. Swatantrites should come
forward to organize free trade
unions as a great asset to the Swa-
tantra movement and must try to
forge unity of the different trade
union centres in India on the basis
of free trade unionism.

* CONSEQUENCES OF INFLATION

The protests of the thinking
section of the Indian people
against the present Government’s
policy of continued inflation are
no more than a cry in the wilder-
ness, especially as the ruling party
claims that its resounding success
in the recent elections is a man-
date to it to continue its policies.
As Mr. Nehru often quotes foreign
authorities in support of his poli-
cies, I give below two extracts
from Inflation and Society, a book
by Graham Hutton, the well
known British economist and
journalist :

“Consumption and speculation and
quick-turnover  ventures are stimu-
lated by inflation—the more so the
more rapid the inflation—at the ex-
pense of long term investment in
normal enduring productive capital.

“When this awareness of inflation,
of preference for present goods over
future goods, becomes general, -de-
mocratic governments have despe-
rate recourse to State controls and
permits over the real things over
the normal business, jobs and other
economic activities of their citizens.
They try to stop the present hectic
rush to get rid of depreciating money.
They attempt, by cooling the ther-
mometer, to cure the patient’s fever.
They attack only the symptoms, not
the disease which still proceedd. And
so an inflating industrial democracy
hampers its own growth, jeopardizes
its future, and eventually undemo-

cratizes itself. The inflating democracy
inflates democracy away.”
We are already experiencing

. almost all the evils indicated so

forcefully by Mr. Hutton. Com-
pulsory savings and the rigid con-
trols on banks, etc. are all attempts
to throw a smoke-screen around
the inevitable consequences of
irresponsible inflation.  And this
resort to inflation is forced on Gov-
ernment because it persists in
planning expenditure beyond the
capacity of the country. Let it
heed the warning of the autlor in
the last sentence of the book:
“Planned, progressive inflation as a
policy ends in unplanned, unwanted,
but inescapable-—and, above all, un-
foreseen—disaster. This is the lesson
of all inflation in history.”

—P. H. S. Rao
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THE HANDLOOM AND NEW TAXES
By M. SOMAPPA

The new Central Budget proposals
have come as a rude shoek to the
handloom industry. While' on the one
hand the excise duty on yass_con-
sumed by the handloom ind.u:;}fmg
been raised, the duty on grey mill fab-
rics, on the other, has been lowered,
which will have the direct effect of
widening the disparity in prices Dbet-
ween handloom and mill fabrics, to the
detriment of the former.

For the yarn consumed by the hand-
loom industry, there was nQ duty in
the ‘previous budget for counts from 1
to 40s, and for counts above 40s the
duty .was 5nP per Kg. ' Handloom
weavers all over the country agitated
against this levy. It is very well known
that the handloom industry is at a handi-
cap in the matter of yarn alone when

levy of suitable excise én mill cloth,
so that the price of mill fabrics are
brought on par with those of hand-
loom fabrics, Inspite of our repeated
representations  the excise duties on
varn for the handloom industry were
not lifted at the time of the previous
budget.

While the industry had been hop-
ing that in, the current year’s budget
the levy of duty on counts above 40s
will be removed, to its amazement
not f)nly have duties been levied or;
certain - counts which yere formerly
free of duty but also duties were en-
hanced  in Tespect of certain  other

counts as the following table will dis-
close:

Old rates New rates

ictor;ptared totthe mill industry, since C (nP ® (P
ets yarn at prices 15 per cent to 20 opnts per K

per cent higher than what the com- Upto 16s Nil oo 'Kg)
posite mills pay. The industry has al- 175 to 34 NE] * NI’I
ways asked for the removal of this 35, to 40s Nil o
handicap as also the handicap in pre- 4Is to 47s A l5 50
paratory  processes and weaving, by 48s and above 5 17%0
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The idea of class war does
not appeal to me. In India
a class war is not only not
inevitable, but it is avoidable
if we have understood  the
message  of  non-violence,
Those who_talk about class
war as being inevitable have
not understood the implica-
tions of non-violence or have |
understood them only skin-
decp.

—Mararnma GanNDHI

In  facing competition with  mills,
the handloom  weavers hardly get a
sql)sixt(‘ncc wage. At the slightest sign
of trouble, price adjustments are made
by the handloom weaver, by tightening
his helt and cutting into his already
low  wages—since he has no  control
whatsoever on other factors which go
into the composition of the price struc-
ture. The increase in the levy of duty
on yarn consumed by the handloom in-
dustry will go to further adversely
affeet the weaver and make his position

precarious.
To aggravate the handloom weaver's
troubles, the duty on mill fabrics has

also been lowered! While the new Bud-
get proposals might give a wrong im-
pression that the reduction in duty
has been confined only to coarse and
foedium mill fabrics, the fact is other-
wise. The reduction in duty has been
on all varieties of fabrics, coarse, lower
medium, higher medium, fine as well
as superfine. Even as it is, the industry
is facing stiff competition from mill
production. If, as envisaged in the new
taxation measures, the duty on mill
fabrics is reduced, the cumulative
effect of increase in duty on yarn con-
sumed by the handlopm inGustry coupl-
ed with reduction in duty on grey mill
fabrics, will go to make the pricc dis-
parity between the handloom and mill
fabrics wider and result in crippling
vast sections of the handloom industry.

While the mills have secured reliefs,
the handlooms have heen taxed,
though 20 millions are dependent on
this ancient cottage industry for their
very livelihood. When the Government
of India would seem to have realized
the importance of the industry in the
country’s cconomie set-up, it is strange
and anomalous that it shotild take any
step, be it a fiscal measure or otherwise,
which  will weaken the position of
handlooms. .

May I, thereforc, urge the Govern-
ment of India to lift the duties levied
on yarn issued in hank form intended
for th¢ handlooms. )

’

o
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No truer or more imporfant
statement can be made than what
U. Thant, UN Secretary-General,
told at Copenhagen. The risk of
war by ‘accident” is very great and
growing daily.

*

There is great wailing and la-
mentation over the new taxes and
levies and over the common man’s
lot getting worse and worse. Can
we agree to the Plan and object
to its necessary corollaries? We
cannot get a daughter-in-law from
a duke’s house and object to mil-
liners’ bills and petrol consump-
tion.

*

After levying taxes and duties
resulting in intolerable rise in
prices, the Government offers to
finance consumers co-operatives
in the hope that such socie-
ties may be able to hold the
prices down. This will result in the
State itself taking up an unma-
nageable quantum ot centraljzed
trading and the responsibility of
finding the capital and the
management required to cover
nation-wide distribution. The net
total result may be such as to fur-
nish reason tor great financial
lamentation. We raise money to
make up for the demands ot the
Plan by taxes and levies, and then
we under®ke to raise money to
buy all the production and do the
distribution, It is easy to see that
this is a process of self-defeating
entanglement which may land the
Government in greater and grea-
ter trouble,

*

Not content with the purchase
of an aircraft-carrier the De-
fence Ministry of India is contem-
plating the purchase of guided
missiles from Moscow. We are
told that without such equipment
the I.A.F. will not be able to uti-
lise the Russian M.LGs with full
effectiveness. From one thing to
another and from that tg yet ano-
ther, the chain of ruinous commit-
ments will go og. It is easy"and even

7 pleagant to begin a course, But
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soon the tragedy gets unfolded.
Where are we going to be landed
with this military expenditure
pattern?

*

You can’t build a new village
but you also first*fix up the
place where you will bury or burn
the dead. Likewise, in the eager
competition for the location of
atomic power-houses, it should
not be forgotten that a ‘suitable’
place should be found for dispos-
ing of the radio-active waste, the
deadly ashes and debris of atomic
power-generation. As much death
as power is manufactured in

Faust’s power-house, and we must

know where to stow away the un-
wanted product. It is not like
nature’s excreta, either of the
vegetable or animal world, which
mother-earth receives and con-
verts into leaf and fruit again by
her wonderful alchemy. It is dead-
lv poison for which there is
no alchemy, because it is not of
nature’s making, but the Devils.

*

We shall not be able to get and
read the recently issued 7U0-page
book of the US Atomic Energy
Commission. But one thing is clear
that it is admitted authoritatively
that inspite of all conceivable
precautions, nuclear weapons may
get hot enough some times to
cause the fissionable material in

“them to melt and become ex-

tremely sensitive to shock and may
detonate by accident. Especially,
when the weapons are assembled
and stored during loading and
transportation, or when actually
in the delivery vehicle, such acci-
dents are more than possible.

*

Selichi Matsushima, an atom’

bomb patient, stabbed himself to
death in front of a peace memo-

rial at Hiroshima on May 6, as a_

protest against the resumption of

huclear tests. But - who cares? -

America can say that® this old man
could not and did not understand
the difficult position in which
America is now p}aced.‘ He was

i3
B .
in hospital under treatment for
what the Hiroshima bombing did
for him and he escaped from
there and made this grim demons-
trgtion, because he was convinced
#that that was the only good use
to which he could put his life.

x

We realize the general feeling
in America. It is no doubt diffi-
cult for the President to resist the
demand for equivalent test explo-
sions«to balance the Russian blasts
of last autumn. In fact the resis-
tance so far shown is itself admi-
rable. But we ask for more like
Oliver Twist. Those who are
called to posts of guidance should
guide, and not be guided by the
ignorant or the angry. The issue is
too grave to admit the abdication
of this duty.

b

The Soviet “space-man” has
assured us through a press con-
ference given at Seattle on May
6, that though he searched
(full twenty-five hours!) while
flying round the earth, he did not
find God. Gagarin and Titov are
satisfied after their soujourn in their
space-ship capsules that there
is no God to worry about, because
they did not catch the great Thief
though they went so far out as
200 miles above from the earth’s
surface and circled the pla-
‘net.

It is pretty clear that tech-
nology is very different from
science or logic. Isn’t it naive for
these space-sailors to believe that
they have vanquished all philoso-
phy and metaphysics by their
whirligig adventure at 200-mile
altitude in a universe where-
in the light of some of the
stars takes a million years
to reach us? Even materially
speaking, these achievements are
infra-lilliputiap in relation to the
known dimensions of the universe.
Supposing someone reached the
nebulae in the milky way, even
then, it is not the way leading to
‘the mystery called Goed! “Man,
his strength and his reason,” to
which  exclusively Major Titov
~ attributes the great Soviet rockets,
are in themselves demonstrations
of the mystery to which we turn
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in awe and worship and have
given the name God. The hob-
bledehoyhood of these Soviet
technicians and their admirers is
amusing, had there not beer ,ﬂll‘e
tragedy of so much gullibility i
the present-day busy world.

*

It has at last transpired that the
Government of Madras was con-
sulted in regard to the lease of
the land in Island Grounds to the
‘Indian International House® Sure-
ly it must have been known that
the lease was for building pur-
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‘poses and not for cultivati

When we took over the Projitliz?all
Government in 1937 my colleague
for P.W.D., Mr. Yakub Hassan, Ead
plans ready for a fine legislative
assembly (Falace to be erected on
the Island Grounds. I scotched
the plan much to his disappoint-
ment on this same ground of the
need to keep the great lung of
the city unchoked. Then in 1952
came a proposal to build the
Madras offices of the Reserve
Bank of India there. I firmly stood
against it and the proposal was
dropped. They havepbgii)lt it else-
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Wwhere, although even that to some
extent shuts out the sea air from
the city. Many other structures
.uave Since come into being with
i effects on citizen’s health, But
et us hope no commitments made
vstflthou.t full understanding  will
sisaimddm the way of keeping the
I and Grounds” completely ~ free
Trﬁm buildings and appurtenances.

: ere 1s enough space along the
electric suburban railway line for
every kind of new institution,

Cc. A

IN THE GRIP

OF TYRANNY

By GEORGE THECKEDATH

In the modem world even the most

tyrannous dictatorships, which have
come to stay in some of the new na-
tions, parade under the flag of demo-
cracy. Dictators who suppress liberty
of opinion and make decisions even in
the most minute details of their admi-
nistration, have perfdrce to give to the
world at large an impression that they,
too, are upholders of democracy. Evil
makes efforts unceasingly to hide its
true nature under the mask of good-
ness. During the past fifteen years the
Congress Party has deviated far away
from the path of democracy and has
sowed the seeds of autocracy in its
organizational set-up as well as in its
administration.

An organization which suffers the
opinion of one lone leader to forbid
the free discussion of any problem, has
absolutely no claim to be called a
democratic body. During the recent
general elections in the country, Mr.
Nehru, the leader of the Congress
Party in Parliament, was reported o
have asked congressmen who opposed
his notions of ‘socialism’ to quit the
party instead of opposing it from with-
in. This is not the way that a demo-
cratic way of life could be fostered and
built up. It must be recognized that
even the humblest of congressmen has
the inalienable right' and duty to per-
suade the Congress leadership to aban-
don a policy which he thinks is harm-
ful to the nation as a whole. This
liberty to differ from others and to ex-
press the truth as one sees it, is the '
fundamental prerequisite for the pre-
servation of democratic rights..

We as a nation should not degrade
ourselves into becoming blind wor-

shippers of any one leader. ‘It would
!)e fatal for a nation to be intimidated
into submission by any political leader or
accept mutely any stiff, unproductive,
doctrinaire theory which he may think
is a remedy for its problems. Religious
tanaticism is bad enough, but political
fanaticism is even more harmful and
far-reaching in its pernicious effects,
The Congress Party has falsely
spread the notion that ‘socialism’ is
gaood for the common man, and that
the party would always protect the
interests of the working people. But
the intrinsic and incurable evil of this
menace of ‘socialism’ is that it lures the
common people treacherously into its
snare and binds them up with the
rigidity of its organization, so that
when the socialization of society is
complete, the workers become just

slaves of the bureaucrats who run the
factories.

The Kerala State Transport depart-
ment runs a Fast Passenger service
leaving Trivandrum at 5 p.m. and rea-
ching Punalur at 7-45 pm. On the
3Ist March last the bus was late by
one hour when it left Trivandrum cen-
tral bus station. On enquiries made,
I learnt that the bus scheduled for this
Fast Passenger service had been di-
verted to another route as late as near
about 4-15 p.m! At about 8 p.m. ano-
ther bus was allotted for the Fast
Passenger service, and since no reserve
driver was available at hand, a certain
driver who had been on duty from
9 am. to 5-30 p.m. in another route,
was directed to drive (at 8 p.m.) the
Fast Passenger service to Punalur,
which is a run of about three hours,
That involved 12 hours’ driving at a

stretch, and the driver was asked by
the burcaucrats of the ‘socialist” Gov-
emment to work at such strain! The
poor driver was thoroughly fatigued
and those of us who were in that bus
co_uld do nothing else but sympathize
with him and with hundreds of oth«;.r
workers who are similarly oppressed by
the witcheraft of socialism.

Socialism has no ear to listen to in-
cidents of the sort just mentioned. jt
maintains  that individuals are to be
sacrificed for the good of the rulers. In
India we are already in the grip of
Sl'Jch a tyrannous system. But the only
silver lining in the cloud is that our
Constitution guarantees some funda-
rpental rights which the so-called socia-
lists of the Congress camp have not
dared to abrogate, But such abrogation
by some future dictator, now being
‘reared by the Congress Party, is not an
impossibility. Where the freedom of
the nation is involved, we ought not
to leave anything to chanceg It is for
the lovers of freedom %anid the fighters
for the democratic rights to nip this
tyranny in the bud, so that those who
gave their lives in the struggle for our
Independence will not have died in
vain,
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FROM A NEW M.P.

May 4: Almost the whole of the
day was taken up in the Council of
States by Mr. Bupesh Gupta, the Reader
of the Communist Party in this House.
He brought in three resolutions seek.-
ing to amend the Constitution so as (i)
to make it obligatory (in so many
words) for the President to accept the
advice of the Council of Ministers, 2)
to rcduce the President’s salary to
Rs. 2,500, (8) to empower the Supreme
and High Courts to appoint judges of
their respective courts instead of t.he Pre-
sident (as at present) representing the
Exccutive. He spoils good  speak-
ing and plausible argument by mono-
tonous shouting. He is hard of hearing
and thinks other people are also dea’f.

May 5: The cultural break i‘n this

weeck of Parliament was the Tamil p?ay
Chanakya Sapatham enacted at the Fine
Arts and Crafts Socicty by the Mano-
har troupe from Madras. The scenes
were attractive and followed in rapid
succession. The costumes as general}y
in all Indian displays were more ght-
tering than historically appropriate.
The kings were clothed in brocade and
the queens in Banaras serées. One
queen, for instance, got up from sleep
as if she were dressed for a wedding
party—with silks, jewels up to the neck,
and flower-decked hair! But the play
went with a swing. Although the events
depicted were fairly historical, in dis-
play of character the actors were not.
The player who acted Chanakya came
in as a South Indian Brahmin, and
acted more the part of villain than that
of the hero of the piece. He came into
the stage for the first time with a bou'nd,
as if he were a warrior going into
battle. He was loud, boastful, and
threwe hiweight all about the placte.
He was revengeful ratlier than heroic.
We know little about the historical
Chanakya. .~ But if he was the .Indian
counterpart of Machiavelli (as in the
Indian tradition), his acting. of the
part showgd none of the quietness, th.e
subtlety and the behind-tl}e-scene 2.10?1—
vity which we associate with the‘mlms—
ter of realpolitik that Chanakya is held
to have been. »

The minor actors were more true to
type. Though the Greeks headed by
Alexander, who was brought into th.e
story by a stretch of historical imagi-
nation, were correct in costume and
behaviour, Alexander was made to ap-
pear more like a temperamental Napq—
lean than the cultured Greek and pupil
of Aristotle he was. He paced up and
down on the stage with his hand‘s
*crossed behind his back ad Napolean is
said to have done in tensednoments-l It
was the minor *characters., €.g. Virata

.. the; Toon, companion of Chandrs

il
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Plato had banishede poets from his
Republic, but in the Indian Parliament
we have renowned versifiers who break
into odes. Thus Maitili Saran Gupta
sang in epraise of the retiring President,
Rajendra Prasad, as part of his remark.s
on the joint-address to Parliament. His
colleague in the Rajya Sabha, Mr. C. N,
Annadurai, had no Tgmil paadals ready
to match the Hindi panegyric. Poems
in polih.cs invariably misfire.

L L4 L]

One the partition of India, Pakistanis
were so ecstatic that they sang in the.
streets:

“Hasne Lenge Pakistan
Larke Lenga Hindustan”
Which being interpreted meant:
“Laughing we took Pakistan, Fighting
we shall take Hindustan.” ‘
- % -2

The Chinese, on the other hand, re-
frain from singing as they swallow
“chunks” of territory, not unaccompa-
nied by prosaic protests from India—
Mr. Krishna Menon making it clear that
“China can no more swallow us than
we can swallow China”.

L &

When two pythons attempt swallow-
ing each other from the tail-end, th‘ey
reach a stage usually described by dip-
lomats as an impasse, special corres-
pondents cabling in all directions that
the problem is to eise the impa‘:se.

[

o

-]

India has again asked China to “cor-
rect her errors”, but China charges
India with aggression and incorrigi-
bility. Since neither side would vacate
aggression, both sides are compelled to
temporise with felony.

Chanticle

10

- C rowing
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A Lieutenant-Governor will take over
Goa. Any congressman who goes in for
a second round for election to a created
vacaicy, and still slips, may be deem-
ed eligible for the office.

%
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Coinciding with the decision taken
at New Delhi is the occurrence of anti-
Salazar riots in Lisbon, blame for which
is ascribed to communist incitement as
usual, and never to popular disgust.

° ° P

The Prime Minister announced in
the Lok Sabha that in the tension bet-
ween Afghanistan and Pakistan, India
backed the Royal Government of King
Zahir Shah in Afghanistan. The Dur-
rand Line is as sacred to Pakistan as
the McMahon line is to India in her
confrontation of China. i

P ° °

On May 2, the Rajya Sabha was
adjourned by the Chairman since no
minister was found on the Treasury
Bench. Dr. Radhakrishnan expressed
the hope that such total absence would
not occur again, but it proves the need
of “broadbasing” the Ministry further,
the increase up to 19 being clearly
inadequate.

o o ¥

]

The commercial traveller in the small
country hotel tried to make conver-
sation with the man beside him at
breakfast.

“Awful rainy spell—like the flood.”

“What flood?”

The tone was polite, but inquiring.

“The flood—Noah, the Ark, Mount

Ararat.”

The other bit off half a slice of bread,
shook his head and mumbled thickly:
“I haven’t read today’s paper yet.”—P.J.

and the Greek princess and her maid in
disguise in quest of Chandragupta that
made the acting ring true. But in spite
of the major defect of the play, it
proved attractive and drew a large
Tamil audience which crowded the
small theatre and enjoyed this delight-
ful Tamil play. That the performance
gave much pleasure to the audience is
_proved by the fact that it has been
twice repeated.

May 7 to 9¢ Debate on the Budget
continues in the two Houses, dull for

most part of the time, except when
women-speakers intervene like Dr. Para-
manand of Madhya Pradesh and Mrs.
Vasisht of Delhi in the Council and
Maharani Gayatri Devi in the Lok
Sabha, who bring sound domestic com-
monsense to bear on national questions.
Mr. Morarji Desai replied to the
Budget debate in the Council on May
9th. Although plausible in argument,
he spoke extempore, in pleasant voice
and manner, ready in reply to inter-
ruptions, and sure of himself.

e st
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This is Gomti Devi. Her husband died in |
‘;l{lgm all a;one now, "’ .she said. "“;eedh::i lr?c? 0
children.” Yet she sit i i i
?{er ;’)]rayer ot st e 8its there in serenity, reading
. er husband used ¢
Someone lonely, someone loved H, 4in young—-sutfdgﬁ;,%,}]ﬂel::é %asgu::;n %!::th
he left her Rs. 5,000, “I got this from his Lifs
. Insurancfa policy*”, she explained, '
. So Gomti Devi has some money to fall back on
some security in life. Today she can sit there jn

serenity, reading her prayer book, because h
husband had the forethought to insure }:liselifg.r

She is lonely today, but sh
s lone y ut she has the memory

* Endowment Assurance Policy without profits

There is no substitute for

LIFE INSURANCE
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BOOK REVIEW

VEDA

I MEET RAJAJI
By MONICA FELTON
Macmillan & Co. Ltd.
Price: Rs. 15.

Who does not know Rajaji? And yet
who knows him? An Upanishad distin-
guishes knowledge of a part (Veda)
from knowledge of the whole (Suveda).
Man’s error is in taking the first, which
just makes for the recognition of the
object, for the second which alone can
bring fullness and certitude in under-
standing. Error of this kind is easy
where the subject for study is a many-
sided personality even as.a many-
peaked mountain range. Errors can be
guarded against if one has for guide a
mind-portraitist of the skill of Mrs.
Felton.

Mrs. Felton has both the perspicacity
and the adroitness to get her sitter
into self-revealing moods and postures.
At their first meeting on the Ist of
December, 1958, she contrived to
turn the talk upon the need of Reli-
gion as a basis for good conduct, about
which she seems to have been in doubt
herself, and she found him insisting
on the nccessity of Religion. His
Mazzinian  deprecation of statesman-
ship divorced from the laws of «God
was expressed in the self-reproof: “God
has had enough of us.” This atti-
tude of relating man’s aspiration and
effort to faith in God recurs again and
again in their lively exchanges of views.

It is the philosopher that speaks
through the outer politician; be-
hind the commentator on affairs is
the scholar; and behind the idealist is
at worle th% rgalist. Rajaji upholds non-
viclence, but is a good shot neverthe-
less and did not hesitate to use his gun
in self-defence. He is abstemious,
but thinks milk a clumsy food.
Such delightful paradoxes and enliven-
ing enigmas serve only to show that a
great man’s life is much more than a
smooth flow of obvious logic. There is
below all the seeming contradictions
an inner coherence discernible only by
those who have learnt to look beneath
the surface. Towards such a clear
understanding of the man, one is greatly
helped by the interview-records of
Mrs. Felton.

Mrs. Felton’s interrogations hit like
flint on steel, evoking sparks of illumi-
nating reflection or comment. A
major portion of the book is natu-
rally devoted to politics—both national
and international, Nehru aAd Khrush-
chov coming in frequentlys But the
sublects covered by the thirty-three
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chapters are three or four times as
numerous. Literature and art, economics
and  domestics, religious  disciplines,
national and group habits, imitation of
foreigners and preservation of Dharma
—a hundred such things come within
the compass.

The popularity of a man betokens
a measure of close correspondence bet-
ween some attribute of his and some
quality prized by those among whom
he is pppular. This correspondence,
however, can come about in one of
two ways: cither by his coming down
to their level or by lifting those below
to his own. Rajaji’s is the latter way.
He transcends all shibboleths. Here is
an instarce: referring to the plea for
raising the standard of living, he says—

“What is wanted is that people
like *us should push down our stand-
ard .. If we all had less and stopped
demanding more, the poor people
would find a way of lifting them-
sclves up .... Why should these
good social reformers try to get ad-
mission for Negroes into white schools?
If they really believed in their prin-
ciples, they would send their own
children to Negro schools instead.”
Literary evaluations are found here

and there in this volume. Rajaji is an
admirer of Wordsworth. Mrs. Felton
suggests that “Wordsworth was a dull
man with a guilty conscience”. She
probably had in mind the simpler
pastoral pieces of the poet, and
his affair of the heart as a young man
when in Paris. The first is a matter of
subjective susceptibility; and on the se-
cond, it can only be that she has
evidently not seen the later findings of
biographical research. Thackeray is yet
another favourite author of Rajaji, but
Jane Austen and Trollope are not neg-
lected. Here is a profound remark: “I
always liked Thackeray’s goody-goody
characters. ... Goody-goody characters
appear so boring probably because they
are not seen in conflict. .. There is no
tension, no struggle” This in-
cidentally explains the eclipse of onr
pre-Gandhi public men. Man'is at bot-
tom a combative animal. If he cannot
fight, he loves to see others fight, and
if not in a fight of arms, then in a
fight of words {Vaakyaartha).
Interesting  sidelights are  strewn
here and there on certain aspects Uf
recent political history.  The Cripps
Mission of 1942 failed because Rajaji’s
colleagues, though not Rajaji, opposed
it. Cripps was “a very good man. He
had no taint eof careerism.” Non-
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carcerists  do  not succeed because
“they are not sufficiently accommodat-
ing. ... Carecrists accommodate, and
accommodation is the thing.” Was
Rajaji a' carcerist? Here are facts:
(opalaswami Iyengar had really been

“the choice, unanimously made, for the

Governorship of West Bengal. “He hesi-
tated and said he needed time. ....
Next day he came back and said that
his wife would not agree. That is
how I became Govemnor.” Mis, Fel-
ton one day said to Rajaji, “if I were
the mother of you and the Prime Mi-
nister, I would bang your two heads
together and tell you to settle down
and run things together”. And this was
C.R’s reply: “When I left Delhi, there
was no quarrel. .... If I had written
to Mr. Nehru and said that I had a
nostalgia for Delhi, he would certainly
have invited me to return”.

The thought of a new public orga-
nization—which has since taken shape
as the Swatantra Party—arose at frst
in February 1959 as of a “non-political
organization with two objects: to res-
tore moral values and to harass the
Government”, “How can it be non-poli-
tical if you are going to harass the
Government?” “It is going to be non-
political in the sense that we are not
going to put wup candidates in
elections”.  From ‘non-election’ the
Swatantra  has gone forward into
elections, because of the state of pub-
lic feeling revealed to it since its for-
mation, ~ after studying the country’s
reaction.

Rajaji  cherishes certain deep inner
pieties which mean much to man’s
inner life, provided he has cognizance
of such a thing as an inner being. To a
Japanese scholar and historian who had
come . to Rajaji as a missionary for
world-peace, Rajaji said: “I am giving
you a little water from the Ganges,
which, as you know, is a sacred river
for Buddhists as well as for Hindus”.
He put the phial into Dr. Hirano’s

(Contd. on next page)
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REACTIONS TO MR. ANNADURAI’'S SPEECH
By hiAN]AYA

NEW DELHI: Not unexpectedly, =~ “a  stunning performance”.  The

the Capital’s first reaction to Mr. C. N.
Annadurai’s maiden speech in the
Rajya Sabha was sharp, even border-
ing on the hysterical. His demand for
‘self-determination’ for the South came
towards the end, and was but a part of
a fairly effectively delivered speech on
the relative neglect of the regign in
the matter of development and on the
growing fear of what has come to be
called Hindi imperialism. But the
demand for separation was taken out
of the context and was highlighted in
the newspapers here.

Under a three-column heading “Voice
of secession is raised in Rajya Sabha;
DMK leader attacks basis of Indian
Union”, the ., Parliamentary correspon-
dent of the Hindustan Times said that
“for the first time in Parliament since
Independence a demand for secession
from the Indian Union was heard”.
This was the first lead story in the paper
that momning. The Times of India’s
reporter said much the same thing: he
called the speech “a naked plea for the
dismemberment of the country” and

VEDA AND SUVEDA (contd.) .. ..

hands and said: “Do not interfere with
the beliefs of your parents. It is not
from superstition that I give you this.
Give it to your mother.”

It is not possible to attempt anything
like a summary or synopsis of the book.
When what the page before you gives
is not a dialogue or a discussion, it is a
sensitively vivid description of a
scene—as of the road to Thorapalli
or of the sights of Madras or an amus-
ing episode like that of kindness masked
as ‘inhospitality’ to sparrows.

The eight photograph plates in this
volume are integral to the text, chosen
for their vital biographical significance.
Obraztsov, the Moscow puppet mas-
ter, had asked: “Tell me, Monica,
what about his heart?” “He is afraid
to show it,” was Monica’s answer.
But the heatt has a way of
showing itself. Turn to the pictures fac-
ing pages 74 and 114 and 181. The
loving-thonghtful  paterfamilias  and
the affectionate caresser of a dissentient
colleague cannot be a man poor or nig-
gardly of heart.

Mrs. Felton’s present book is an ap-
petizer. It makes us look all thé more
eagerly for the bigger book she is con-
temnlatine tn write—D. V. GunpappPA

treatment of the speech by the States-
man and the Indian Express was fac-
tual, in contrast. Incidentally, all were
agreed that the DMK leader had, from
the point of eloguence, made “quite an
impact” on the House,

The immediate reaction, in the House
as elsewhere, was to single out the
Dravidanad demand for comgment or
criticism and to ignore almost com-
pletely the specific grievances of the
South voiced by Mr. Annadurai. One
Congress membe;r, for instance, said
that to demand separation from the
Indian Union after having tfken the
oath of allegiance to the Constitution
was “a violation done to the pledge”.
The suggestion was even made in the
House, the next day, for an amend-
ment of the Constitution so as to make
any demand for secession ‘treasonable’.
And communist members, ever the
eager defenders of the country’s ‘de-
mocratic unity’, described the philo-
sophy behind the demand as ‘dange-
rous’! The Prime Minister, for his part,
spoke with his customary world pers-
pective. He said he never took the
Dravidanad demand very seriously “be-
cause it seems to have so little to do
with the various currents in the world”.
Then, airily: “I think it must be due to
some local reason”l

Editorial writers in all the four Capi-
tal English dailies, which comment-
ed promptly on the speech, did not
evidently share this disdain. Nor could
they afford the superficiality or the easy
impatience that marked the Rajya
Sabha reactions to the speech. The
editorial writers” approach to the mat-
ter was, in sharp contrast, informed
with a transparent anxiety to probe the
causes of the Dravidanad demand.

Of course none of them supported
the demand—they pronounced it unreal
and unwise—but all were agreed that
it was good Mr. Annadurai had spoken
his mind on it. “The hush hush which
has been maintained on this question by
different parties for different reasons
and in different stages,” as the Indian
Express said, “has served no purpose,
positive or negative.” The paper called
for an examination of the specific grie-
vnces tp which Mr. Annadurai gave
expression, “with a view to affording
redress *where it is due or feasible, or
exposing the falsity of such claims as
are baseless or unreasonable”. The
Hindi question, the pager said, stood on
a different footing. “In this case, emg-
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tional considerations are  so strongly
rcinforced by practical handicaps that
it is the more impatient enthusiasts of
Hindi who scem determined to beat
the Kazhagamitcs in political perversity”.
The language controversy could not be
sct at rest until all parties agreed to
continue English in its former position
almost indefinitely. The Statesman also
expressed a similar view. It said the
DMK'’s demand for secession, “how-
ever outrageous it may sound, should
at least jolt the Hindi fanatics into rea-
lization that resentment against the im-
position of Hindi is deep”.

An answer to the DMK demand, the
Hindustan Times said, had to be found
“in terms of the specific issues raised”.
The question of neglect of the South
in development, for instance. “The
more scrious part of the problem, as
Mr.  Rajagopalachari has repeatedly
pointed out, stems frome-he xzfeal‘ of
domination by the Hindi-speaking
North in regard to public services and
public attitudes. Questions of this kind
raise emotional issues which cannot be
met by general appeals for  national
unity or any narrowly legal objections.”

The Times of India felt the charge
of neglect of the South in development
“cannot fairly be substantiated”; but
it agreed on the cxistence of “a sense
of uncertainty and resentment in large
areas of the South regarding the pace
of change to Hindi, sometimes advo-
cated by some of its more belligerent
but less thoughful protagonists in the
North. .. This is a genuine fear and
can only be overcome by patience and
goodwill”.

In so far as it has effectively stirred
the Capital’s attention to some of the
grievanees of the South, Mr. Annadurai’s
maiden spfech in the Rajya Sabha, it
would seem, has not gone in vain.

SWATANTRA PARTY

Sir,—It is only in two talukas of tfle
Satara and Sangli districts of Mahara-
shtra that the Swatantra Party was
able to set up candidates in the recent
gencral elections, since the decision to
contest the elections was taken late.
We visited quite a number of places,
big and small explaining the ideals for
which the party stood, and it was gra-
tifying to sec that several thousands of
people  attended the meetings, and
what was more, welcomed the coming
into existence of a political party with
its high ideals which, if transformed
into reality, gave hope for the future,
About a lakh of people must have
listened to the message of the Swatan-
tra Party in the two constituencies,
And  what is of significance for the
future of the party is the fact that in
the two constituencies, where our can-
didates contested against the Congress,
voters of some 80 per cent of the vil-
lages voted for our candidates. It is
also of good augury for the party’s
future because 20,000 voters of this
State, all educated and knowing, cast
their votes for them. This is a very
promising beginning for a new party.

In some places some Congress work-
ers obstructed the holding of meetings,
and even broke-up a few others by re-
sorting to discreditable tactics includ-
ing throwing of stones, as their object
was to see that our leaders did not get
even a hearing. But those tactics, far
from proving successful, only created
an adverse effect in the minds of the
public.

The people are coming, more and
more, to Thinkmhat it is only our party
that can do good to the people, and not
the Congress. Almost all the votes cast
for the Congress are those of the help-
less and unthinking voters. And they
voted Congress only because they felt
that there was no other political party
as an effective alternative to it, and
feared that if they did not vote Con-
gress, they would be risking the conse-
quences of disruption of day-to-day
life which was miserable enough even
as it was. So it was that they chose the
obvious safe course of voting for the
ruling party.

Even so, I am certain that before
long the people will come to realize
their shortsightedness and turn the Con-
gress out from power, the moment a
strong, well-knit party, on which they
coul rely to work for the wglfare of
the people, was ready to take over the
reins of power. If our party *will in-
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flexibly stick to its ideals and principles
and set up a large number of candidates
in the next elections, ] am certain that

success is ours.
—A SwaTanTRA WORKER

FORM 5 OF RETURN OF
¢ INCOME

Sir,—The Income-tax Rules, 1962
prescribe a certificate of the assessee’s
representative  to be accompanied in
respect of return of income as in Form
5. The certificate has to declare that
“the return gives a true and fair view
of the income from all gources for the
relevant pyevious year”. No represen-
tative can be expected to investigate
into the affairs or to have a, vigilant
check over the affairs and accounts of
the particular assessee and hence it is
not proper to expect a certificate, in
the prescribed form. A prudent repre-
sentative may not like to give such a
certificate and this would create an im-
pression that there is suppression of in-
come by the assessee. A conscientious
worker will have no place in the field
of income-tax practice.

The rules framed thereunder in
Rule 12(5) read with Form 5 go beyond
the provisions of the Act. The fram-
ing of such rules without inviting com-
ments from the public or representa-
tive bodies such as the Income-tax
Practitioners’ Association, the Char-
tered Accountants Association and
various Chambers of Commerce can-
not be considered as justifiable or as
good practice. There are many strin-
gent provisions in the Income-tax Act,
1961 and the necessity for a certificate
in Form 5 from the representative is
not warranted.

So the authorities should consider
the difficulties. of the members of the
profession and try to delete the rule and
form from the Income-tax Rules, 1962.

Madurai T. S. Raju

———re

WORKING OF DEMOCRACY
IN INDIA

Sir,—Now that the excitement and
passion of elections have somewhat
cooled, it is time we examine objec-
tively some of their consequences.

Fair and free elections are said to be
the bulwark of liberal democracy but
serious doubts assail our *minds about
the future of parliamentary democracy
in India. India is the largest democracy
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it the world and is perhaps the last
bastion of democracy in Asia; so it has
a special responsibility. But nowhere
else in the world’s democracies there
have been so many complaints of al-
!@_ma}practices as in India. Scores

Zandidates have filed petitions and
a dozerf parties have accused the rul-
ing party of using unfair means for
securing victory for its henchmen. The
ruling party has arraigned the Oppo-
sition parties of false propaganda
and “pandering for votes”. It is even
hinted  that ballot-boxes have been
tampered with, besides other numerous
charges.® The Election Commission, in
certain instances, has failed to dispel
suspicions. All this does not augur well
for a nascent Indian democracy, which
is beset with many other handicaps—
want of an effective Opposition, multi-
ple parties, corruption, illiteracy, lack
of political consciousness, etc.

An impartial ad hoc Committee com-
posed of a former Chief Justice and
other eminent non-party men, should be
set up on the model of the Lord Bryce
Committee (of 1917-1918) on electoral
reforms in Britain, to probe into these
alleged malpractices to make its candid
recommendations to make India safe for
the efflorescence of parliamentary de-
mocracy; otherwise, in the words of
Mr. H. V. Kamath, MP., the “pros-
pects for a puissant democracy are
bleak in India.”

GANESHA SINGH PAKHTOON
New Delhi

MYSORE ADMINISTRATION:
REAL OR FANCIED?

Sir,—I am writing this letter with
some hesitancy, as it is a comment on
Sri Rajaji’s. remarks on Mysore admi-
nistration in your issue of April 21. This
is what he says in paying his tribute to
Sir M. Visvesvaraya:

“No memorial need be thought
of for him. The efficiency of Mysore
administration is itself a memorial,
which, let us hope, will not be
allowed to deteriorate.”

If one were to reflect upon the pre-
sent Mysore administration—specially
when compared to even the present
Madras administration—Rajaji’s  cha-
racterization of the administration in
Mysore seems more an ironic com-
ment than a true apfraisal.

As no one could charge Rajiji with
insincerity, his implied praise of
Mysore administration may be seized
by those concerned as a “certificate” to
their advantage.

.Mysore State SUBBAYYAR
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