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Moral Education in the USSR (\7

S, K, D>, M.A (Cal), H Dip E1 (Dublin), Cer-in-Psy. (Edin.) Calculta,

Religious education is banned in Russia,
but the aim and object with which religi-
ous education has been introduced in the
educational institutions of Europe :znd
A merica, viz., to check indiscipline, anti.
social activities, proneness te aggression
and explosive cutbursts of pugnacious
spirits and to develop in the pupils lofty
moral qualities, positive character traits
and acorrect attitude to socisty has not
beg neglected.  All the finest qualities of
head and heart are tried to be inculcated
in children from the very beginning by
moral trainingse The Soviets do not
believe in God, in a supernatural realm or
a world of pure spirit, and have discarded
religion whichy according to Lenin is “‘the
opium of the people...a kind of spiritual
brandy in which the slaves of capitalists
drown theit human form and their claims
to any worthy human life”’, and which
‘“‘reaches passivity and patience in earthly
life, consoling him (the exploited worker)
with the hope of heavenly reward”’; yet
moral teaching has not been prohibited;
rather it has got a great emphasis in Russia.
What religious education has failed to do
in Europe and America, n.oral education
has accomplished in Russia, and this will
be shown in this paper. .

In the 19205, moral education received
very little explicit attention in the Soviet
educational system: but in the thirties and
forties great stress was laid on the moral
training of the childten. Education was
spread throughout the length and breadth

of Soviet Russia, but it was soon
realiced that simple acquisition of know-
ledge would not bring the desired salvation,
or a profound change in humsn nature
and character and make the *'proletarian
revolution” a success, unless there be a
disciplined generation of chiidren and
youthss So attention was directed towards
mora! regeneration of the younger genera-
tion. ‘Morality’ in the Soviet sense is a
comprehensive term ; so it comprises
patriotism, unselfish devotion to the
motherland, readiness to strengthen her
freedom and independence, sccialism,
conscious discipline, qualities of will and
character.

To the Russians patriotism is love of
the motherland, and according to the
Soviet educ.ationists the cultivation of the
spirit of patriotism in the younger
generation is the most important task of
moral educations which should be inculca-
ted in every one at an eatly age. This
patriotism means the struggle of everyone,
young and old, for the honour, fame,
power, prosperity and defence of the
motherland:  Soviet teachets preach this
spirit of patriotism and try to implant in
the consciousness and understanding of the
young that the interests of the 3Soviet
people cannot be separated from the
interests of the toiling masses of the
world, and as such it leads to the deveiop-
ment in the consciousness of youth of
love for the oppressed people everywher~
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The Soviet young man should noc merely
get theoretical lessons on patriotism: he
must give a practical demonstration ef
his patriotism by devoting himself whole-
heartedly to the good of the toiling masses
and the advancement of the interests of
his metherland. He must be ready if and
when the call to sacrifice his life for the
motherland comes. Soviet children are

taught to show respect for and a dignified
attitude to labour, as labour is regarded
there as a matter of honoury glory and
heroism—it is associated not merely with
the idea of ecarning one's bread but also
with a desire to serve society more full
and consciously.  This attitude towardz
labour is closely linked with the attitude
towards “public ownership” and *“socialist
property produced by social labour”.

The teachers and students are often
fcminded of the Soviet Constitution : ¢
is the duty of every citizen of the U.SS;{
to 'sa‘feguard and strengthen public
socialist property as the sacred and in:
violable foundation of the Soviet system
as the source of the wealth and power of‘
the Motherland, as the source of
prosperous and cultural life for lal
working peoples”  As a result of tl:l'
teaching, Soviet pupils would not ¢ ima .
sch.ool furniture or Jdeface w;ll~ Ec
scribbling, as pupils in every cther conint ;
are seen doing. They will take care t);
schoel property and guard well their o .
possessions and those of their commdc::Wn

The second principle of : i
t‘hat is followed in the S::rci)::lstz;co}:lnig
**Socialist humanism”. It means ths
culture and development of love foe
mother and father. Children should lov :
respect and otfey their parents. o
with this love and respect for P
they are taught to be polite t
school director and teachers. They m
greet them on the street with 4 po;::t
bow. They must be respectful to the‘e
elders and  ccnsiderate of g 15
ntent}ve to the sick, the weak and
thc. little ones. They should hn\ven
feeling of love and respect for ona
wnother; the older children should no:

Along
arents,
o their
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bully the younge a\e.s‘trong should 4ot
taunt the weak, ‘) 13" a8 ’(rtat

gitls scornfully, and Nehlifien of - normal
g:owt.h.and perfect limbs should not tease
and ridicule the deformed or children with
defective 'limbs. A “cense of duty and
responsibility, a sense of honour and
petsonal dignity should be cultivated in
the md.widual-" All of this constitutes
educatl.cm nin the spirit of “Socialist
humamsm‘ . 1n short, children are taught
to put a high value on human personality
and respect for the rights and dignity of
man; as a result, you will not find such

thingg as tcddv l)o‘y's or { i
S (A%
] - gil’]\ in S wiet

Thct"e is no such thing as religious
cduca.tlon in 3oviet Russia as (already
r'x.acntloned), but in moral instruction we
find the essence of all religious instruction.

The cultivation of friendly relationship
mu'tual aid and the idea of nationa]i ané
racial gqualitv are also included in moral
edacation. [ he children are taught that
Fhere are no superior or inferior peoples
in their great republic, and actually the
people of European Russia’enjoy no tights
or privileges which are denied to the
backward peop'e of the Asiaric Russia
(The condition of the Negro in America
may be compared “ere.)

Thgrc are many other things which are
the ingredients of moral education
Colqutivism, conscious discipline and.
qualities of will and character are also
fncluded in moral edncation. Collectivism
Is no contradiction between society and
the individual. The idea of collectivism
teachgs the pupiis to work together in an
organised form and to subordinate their
condugt and  personal interest to the
collectwc-. To achieve this ideal. all have
to wqu In 2 spirit of comradeship and
submit to group discipline and obedience
to the leader. if all work together for
tbc common goal,mutual misunderstanding
will be removed, and many intricate
problems will be solved.
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Of all that constitutes moral education,
discipline is the most vital part- In ths
opinion of the Soviet teachers, proper
prosecution of studies is not possible
without discipline in life, and this dis—
cipline is not a matter that is concerned
only with academic life: it is the coping
stone of the architecture of the Stote. It
is one of the most important traits of
character of the whole nation which will
endure through the decades of adult life.
This discipline that is cultivated is
conscious—it is not merely imposed from
outside, it is founded on an inner convic-
tion of the necessity of following certain
rules and regulationse It must be self-
imposed, that is, it is not a mere discipline
of obedience, but rather a willingness to
carry out certain crmmissions or execute
certain assignments in the schools It does
not require an order or reminder to execute
a work. The leader must be obeyed
witheut question, so should the teacher.
This discipline is resolutes ‘It surmounts
difficulties, and conquers motives of low
cegree.”’

To maintain this kind of discipline and
to make it natural and spontaneous among
the pupils, the teachers have devised
certain methods. With the aid cf the
pupils, they conduct activities even after
school hours, depending, of course, upon
the age and interest of the children The
chief forms of such activities ares informa-
tion talks, discourses, readers’ conferen-
ces, debates, soirees organised to discuss
special themes, collective visits to the
cinema and theatre with later discussions
of what they saw and heard, excursions
te museums and exhibitions. hikes, work
in study circles, publication of wall-news-
papersand journals, etc.

The idea of moral upbringing is quite
different (as hasalready been said) in
Soviet Russia. There it is based on the
principle that the formation of a pupil’s
individuality depends not only on the use
of various measures, but chiefly on their
wise combination.  As such, the Soviet
teachers employ various forms of persua-
sion, (some of which haye ri-ande hern

mentioned) like talks with the pupils,
reports, lectures and debates on aesthetic
themes and questions concerning morals.

The moral upbringing of the pupils is
again regarded as the process of the
organisation of their life and activity in
order to develop in them lofty moral
qualities, positive character traits and
correct habits of conduct. So this moral
education does not end with the class. In
the playfield or factory, during their
studies, at lessons, on excursions and in
the workshops. not only educational tasks
are solved, bat also such as are connected
with theic upbringing. In the children
are instilled a feeling of duty and honour,
a feeling of responsibility for a task which
has been entrusted to them, a conscious
and conscientious attitude towards work,

From all this, it will be seen rthat the
morality that is taught in the educational
institutions is not conventional morality—
its object is to make the children into men
and women of strong and tesolute charac~
ter, adamant will and steadfast determina-
tion. They are taught not to be dismayed
by difficulties, but to surmount them by
overcoming all barriers and obstacles on
the way to the formation of astrong State
of the peoples Theyare taught to cultivate
the ideals of persistence, initiative,
courage and endurance.

Next, we are to see how the moral codes
are followed. The moral codes in
Soviet Russia are uniform and consistent.
The teachers must be consistent and must
follow a single line, and not contradict
cach other. That is, when a child passes
from one grade to another or from one
school to another, the same uniferm
moral codes must be followed. One
teacher or one school will not give one
sort of moral educatien and another scheol
or teacher another kind of moral
education. No difference or duality is
tolerated. Here lies the rigidity ot the
Soviet moral education. The moral
education that pupils getin their grades
must be repeated at heme also.
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Acoording te them: ““It Is injurious also,
if the child experiences a duality or even
a trinity of educative influences, if, for
example, the elders in the family say one
thing to him and the teacher tells him
some:hing el-e. if one teacher tollows one
line and Lis conrade in work another.”
You may call it regimentation of thought,
if you like, but it is so in Russia.

Flawless conduct and strict adherence to
moral principles are expected from pupils.
Violetion of the rules of conduct is not
tolerated. If a puril is not of flawless
conduct however good he may bs ir his
academic career, he will not get his proper
graces The Commi:sar of Education of
the RSFSR issued an instruction on
February 29, 1944, to the effect thata
grade of 6is to te given for flawiess
conduct, both in the school and outside
the school; a grade of 4 is to be given for
a noticeable violation of conduct. But
this grade is temporarcy; if the pupil fails
to improve, his grade may be lowered even
to 3. This grade is given for serious
violations of conduct and serves as
a warning of possible expulsion from
school, The case may be further reviewed,
and if necessary, may be lowered to grage
2. Expul:ion fallows automatically, if
approved by the regional Department of
o° People’s Education. Certificates and
diplon as areissued only when the pupil’s
conduct is excellent. Of course, all pupils
&1€ NO’ (xpected to get a grade of S--the
highes' mark: still it is desirable that they
get it.  Accorling to a decree of the
Central Committee of the party: “Incor-
rigible pupils who behave like hooligans,
offend the teachers, distupt the school
regimen, and destroy or steal school
property, are to be expelled from school
and depiived of the right to te-enro!l
auring a period from one to three years.”

But mere threatening and punishment
cannot improve the moral condition of the
pupils, unless they get an inner incentive
to improve; so the Soviet Government
has made and is making use of a compre-
hensive and graduated system of both
rewards and punishments.

. oe . e .

For inculcating the ideals of morality in
pupils, the presentation of examples of
highest conduct has been universally
recommended: The teacher himself I3
expected to be such ap example in his life
and work in school and at home. Even
this alone is not sufficlent. The great
leaders, the builders of the nation are
great examples—their life is to be studied
and examples followed.

Another device for inculcating moral
ideals in students is the introduction of a
kind of internal passport which was, of
course, in vogue in old Russia to aid the
police in combating subversive activities.
It was abolished at the time of the
Revolution, but was te-introduced in the
time of Stalin as an insignia of honour.
Now an effort is being made to convert
the passpert into a thing of honour, a
badge of citizenship, a credential of
maturitye The day the passports are
given to the sixteen-year oldsis declared a
holiday, wiien friends, parents and relatives
ate presents The passpors is given to
pupils when they complete sixteen years
and their conduct is satisfactory both in
«chool and ousside school.  They regard
it asa matter of pride and honout.
Plato in his Republic says: “Youth is the
time when the character is being moulded
and easilv tukes any impress one may wish
to stamp on it.””  So Soviet ussia wants
to mould the character of the children
from their very infancy through moral
education set down in the code of rules
for school children.

This moral education we may summarise
in  conclusion as the incul ation ef
noble ileals like industry, promptness,
ciedience truthtulness and respect for
elders, It includes also a dignified attitude
toward labour, puplic property, social
class and finer sentiments of patriotism,
love of the motherlands These loyalties
are cultivated throughout the educational
system of Soviet Russia. So what ether
nations are trying to do by religious educa-
tion is being attempted by Russiathrough
moral education.

MORAL EDUCATION IN SOVIET RUSSIA

A
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Importance of Book-Classification in 3 Library

1. L Visivakarma, BA, Visharad, C.L.Sc., Jabalpur.

‘ le words, ‘Library Classification’
mel:‘n:i:}lai arrangement of books in the
library. The main purpose of classiﬁcai-
‘tion is greater and greater use of books in
ghe library. For this, libraty arrangements
should be made as follows:—

1. To arrange books in a helpful
order.

9. To help or machanise the correct
replacing of books returned after

use.

8. To help fixation of the most
helpful place for a newly added
book among those that are

already in a library.

he father of
De. S. R. Ranganathan, t

modrem Library Science, has dca!t with the
importance of book-classfication under

the following points :—

(b When' a reader asks for a book
which is in a library, it must'be located
immediately, even though the library may
have miles of shelves full of books.

i d to a

2y When a book is returne
lib(ra)ry, its correct place on the shelves
must be immediately determinable, so that
it can be replaced ready for the next

user.

(3) When anew book is addex 2
library, it must find its preper place among
the other beoks on the same subject.

(4) When the first book on a new
subject arrives in a library, it must find a
place among the books on such other
already existing subjects as are related to
it, and in the degree of its relation to
them.

The best method of library furnishing
and equipment is to maintain the cata-
loguing and classification schemes. These
schemes must be obvious to the readers of
the library. In the West every child isa
potential reader; it must be so in the East
(India), even in places where the childrem
have net yet had opportunities to do much
reading or to get access to books. The
librarian must be 8 man of an acquisitive
mind. He is always a learner; he must
always be awake to and welcome every
development of human theught and every
adventure of the human spirit. He must
be educated in every operation and process
of libraries. He must be a lover of other
men: A book in the library may be an
inspiration to all. In olden times books
were kept chained and locked. 1a modern
times, the function of the library is to
make r 1ders of “fall sorts of fellows™.
For t} .» purpose of library-service, the
librar n should possess judgemnty disci-
pline nd scientific habits. The classifica-
tion of libracy books is also to make
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readers capable of using books as tools
not only for the dissemination of know-
ledge, but also for the extension of the
boundaries of knowledge In modern
times, that the libratry books are for use
has stepped into the place of the maxim,
‘Books are for preservation’.

According to J. S. Mill, the purpose of
classification is primarily ‘to facilitate the
operations of the mind in clearly con-
ceiving and retaining in the memory, the
characters of the objects in question.’
Hence, the purpose of the classification
governs the extent of the subdivisions.

To a librarian, the word ‘classification’
has some specific meanings as follows :—

() The printed schedules of a system
by which books and entries in a catalogue
may be arranged in a systsmatic order :

(9) The placing of books according to
these schedules and the arrangzment of
books or entries in the order of the
schedules.

Now, the scheme of clissification can be
studied under two main categories :-the
book-classification and the classification
of knowledge itself. Knowledge classifi-
cation may be divided into three broad
groups:-1. logical, 4. philosophical and
#. scientific.

The essential difference between know-
ledge clasification and book classification
is that the former arranges knowledgs
jtself, its substances tangible and intangi-
ble, while the latter arranges the expression
of this knowledge in written or other
form. Knowledge classification is abstract,
for ideas only are arranged, whereas a
book.-classification is concrete and con-
cerned-withi deas in their written representa
tion—a mueh more complex thing.
Knowledge classification is based on
preconceived ideas, essentially superficial
Books are actual indivisible objects, and
their form and purpose demand special
treatment in any attempt to arrange them
systematically on the shelves of a library.

Here the practical aspect of the purpose
9f book-classification comes to the fore
it becomes a method. Thus the esaentiai
difference between knowledge and book
classification lies in  their respective
purposes.

We see that the importance of know-
ledge and book classification is the same.
Both have elements of service to humanity,
Knowledge has been mingled with books.
They are interrelated with each others
Hence, it can be said that the classification.
of books is the clas-ification of knowledge.

Libraries extst for the provision of books,
and their stock should be so arranged that
the service is as prompt and effective as
possible.  Books are read because they
have contents interesty provide informa~
tion, or give pleasure to the common
reader. It has been said that ‘cisssifica-
tion is the foundation of librarianship’.
This statement s supported by the
‘following accomplishinents of asystematic
book-clussiucation: —

(a) Arranges books in an order coa-
venient to the read:r and the library-staff.

(b) Is essential for sy-tematic, compre-
hensive and representative book selection
and for thorough revision an. withdrawal
of stock.

.(c) Enables books to be inserted
into organised grouaps, and is a means by
which books may be returned to their
former relative!position on the shelves.

(&) Through the medium of the cata-
logue, analises the contents of books for
readers, refers the puhlic Juickly from the
i:)atalogue to the books, and is the means

y which the stock may be i
¢ effectivel
clearly guilded. v and

(e) Facilitates book~dishrlay  and the
withdrawal of certain books from the main
stock for any special purposes

(f) .ls flrequently used as the basis of
recptdmg issues and facilitates the com-
plling of various kinds of statistics.

DIMENSIONS OF DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATION 7]

() Through the medium of shelf and
stock  registers, enables thorough and
efficient stock ‘taking to be made.

(h) Can be used for the systematic
filing of correspondence, fugitive meterial,
prints, photographs etc,

(i) 1sof value inbibliographical research

and the compilation of bibliographies,
catalogues, book ~lists etc.

(j) ln allyis a great time-saving device
for both the reader and the library-staffs

The main importance of book-classifica~
tion is that books are arranged in such a
mannert that the needs of the readers, both
laymen and srudents, ate best served,

—0XO~-

Dimensions of Democracy and Education

Dr. Lonald L Barnes,

Men through the centuries have sough
to establish societal relationships that
were constructive, effective and mutually
satisfying In general, these attempts have
fostered increased freedom for the indivi-
dual. In.the seventeenth and eighteenth
&nturies, individuals were granted protec—
tipn against arbitrary seizure of person

wand property. They were also granted
trial oy jury and governmental assistance
against force and fraud. The nineteenth
century witnessed the extension of voting
rights, and goveramental offices were
opened to candidates of varying status
Finally, in a more positive form, privileges
of opportunity are being extended in the
form of educational, recreational and
cultural opportunities as well as protection
against economic insecurity, sickness and
squalor. These victories have not been
easily won, for there are streaks of anarchy
and despotizm as well as tolerance and
altruism in all of uss In the larger society
this struggle among conflicting motivations
is much broader and more complicated.

Individual freedom is not simply a legal
sanction —it is an idealand a goal towards
which men struggles Freedom may take
many forms. There is political liberty,
economic  libertyy  religious liberty,
artistic iiberty and many others. These
feedoms are rooted in living soclety and
are guaranteed by democracy. In order
to function effectively, free socleties must
help individuals within the society leatn
to balance and judge the conflicting
freedoms which wili inevitably confront

Asscc. Pro’cssor of Edacation, Ball State Teachers College Munc.e, Indiana, U.S A.I

them. An individual must be able to
balance his own freedoms against his own
sense of justice, order and social responsi-
bility. At best these are difficult and
complicated  decisions. India’s recent
national elections served to give thousands
of citizens this oppertunity to make
judgments. ' ’

lt comes as ashock te many of us,
when we discover tnat we canndt truly
define democracy. It is a philosophy as
well as a process. Democracy affirms -
a faith in the judgment of the common
man« lts approach is individual rather:
than institutional, and it embodies a
number of imphcit assumptions. It as~
sumes that citizens can and should be
treated upon a fraternal rather than a
differential basis. (Monotheism serves as
an important base for this assumption.)
Democracy also resss upon the assumption
that man is perfectible. (Recent psycho-
logical studies have affirmed the plasticity
of human nature.) Democracy further
assumes that progress is essentially a masg
rather than an individual effort: Confi-
dence is expressed in the ideal of common
consent and appearsin institutional forms,
understandings and practices. Citizens
within democracies expect oppertunities
for public opinion te develop and be
translated into action. Democracy serves
as a guard against impatience on both th
right and the left. :

‘Unfortunately, democracy ¢annot grow
in any kind of soil. An examination of
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history suggasts that this form of societal
association flourishes where there is a
teasonably high level of educational
attainment and an absence of extremes in
wealth. A general condition of world
stability also appears to be important to
the growth of democracy. Perhaps new
nations will prove these historic ' judgments
to be incorrecte Many differc t kinds of
political units, economic s tems and
sadministrative or managetiala angements
may be subsumed under der cracy. It
f» misleading and dangerous to suggest
that only particular economic systems ot
managerial arrangements can qualify as
democractic.
There ate, however, a number of elements
which seem tobe universally present in
democratic forms of associatien. (I} There
s 8 sensitivity to individual differences
and personal growth. In contrast to
closed social systems, democracy attempts
to avoid any stigma attached to position
or birth. (9 Equality before the law is
ctuciale Cases are tried on their own
merits without regatd to the individual
wealth ot social position. (3) Equality
of vote seems equally important. Votes
carry equal weight, and qualifications for
office may not be directed against particular
individuals or groups. (4) Equality ot
opportunity, likewise, seems to secve as a
distinguishing characteristic of democra-
cies. Citizens may choose their occupa-
tions and live where they wish to live-
subject, of course, to that which is
considered importantgo the common good.
Serious questions have been raised
regarding the efficiency of dscislon-making
within democratic associations. Critics
need only observe the functioning of
democtacies under warstime conditions to
realize that a democracy may act as
decisively as the emergency and the temper
of the people demand. Civic cohesion
may be extremely strong duting periods of
crisis and relaxed duting periods of calm,
Democracy, like any for of government,
will dissolve if the differences in social
groups become too great: Much of a
democratic government’s strength lies in
the fact that political and industtial

systems under a democratic form of
government are readily adaptable to
change.

Democracy is dynamie. It requires
continuous re~examination of underlyin®
principles and goals and and equally
psinstaking examination of the ways and
means of putting these principles into
practice. Special attention is  usually
given to minority group rights. Means
are most freqvently thought to be embed-
ded in the ends, and dialectical elements
in human relationships assume importance.
The greatest guarantee a democracy may
boast is the social sensitivity and awareness
of lts citizense Not infrequently, the
citizens must look to a few hundred of
their number who serve as guiding prophets
and spokesmen—men of great statutre who
are particulacly sensitive to the purposes
and goals of the nation,

John Dewey and others have aiscussed
the important relationship which exists
between democracy and education
Certainly the interdependence is vital | if
children are to become effective memter
of the Jern-raric community, their cducai
tional programes must reflect this concert.
Dewey suggested that children should learn
to use problem-solving techniques and
also manifest a genuine concern for service
to mankind. The child must also
understand the basic principles upon which
democratic affiliation rests. Only a
sincere and deep commitment to the
democratic way of life will sustain a
society during periods of trial.  Voices of
impatience will dominate otherwise!

As a part of the problem—-selving
process, children must be taught to
establish criteria, weigh alternatives,

secure information relative to the problem
and reach group decisions amicably. They
must learn how to resolve differences and
abide by the outcomes of group decisions.
Individuals and groups alike have achieved
a gigantic step, when they leatn to
subordinate their personal wishes to the
will of the majority without recriminatione
There is no short-cut to democratic living.
Children must learn democracy by
practising it in their daily lives:

—— i - —e

The ‘“ Synoptic Scientist ™’

Rit-he Calder.

The tools of my trade as a science-writer

have been—apart from a typewriter—three
questions . ** What are you doing?”
«¢ How are you deing it ?’’ and * Why are
you doing it?’’ With patience on the
part of the scientist and patience on the
part of the inquisitor, there are few things
in science, however apparently abstruse or
novel eor difficulty, which cannot be
explained in comprehensible terms. One of
the major difhculties is the terminology —
the jargon of science. The scientists in
the various bianches and disciplines of
science have invented their own language
of convenience« Where once the terms
were descriptive they are now cryptic—
sometimes one feels that like the code-
names for military operations, they have
been deliberately invented to mislead and.
liké the sign-language of the mediacval
crafes, designed o preserve the inner
“aysteries for the few.... What the
-zicntist, who in the restricted company of
his colleagues u.es them as cemmon place
terms, does not always realize is that such
words are like index cards; to him thev
convey a whole filing-cabinet full of
meaning, but he forgets that others do
not have access to that filing-cahinet.
This is, alas, inevirable. With the proli-
feration of sciencey the scientist is entitled
ca his “language of convenience’’, but he
must, when necessary, defins those terms.
A century ago, any man of science was
intellizible to any educated man § terms
had a common-root etymological meaning
and in that sense were descriptive, Today,
| repeat, they are cryptic.

[ have sometimes described myself as a
“ pabelotogist’’, a student of that ba>e!
of toagues which is science. [ also boast
that | am an expert on experts —one who
knows to whom to turn for the informa-
tion one has not got. In that I personify
the science-reporter, who is the trust.e
for the common man for whom he seeks
enlightenment in the common tengue;
who never relies on what he knows but

turns to the expert sources for current
guidance; and who does not make the
mistake which many academics do of con-
fusing ignorance with lack of intelligence.
1 have, after thirty years of trying to
explain science, a reinfor:ed confidence in
the capacity of ordinary people to gra-p
what is made intelligibley provided that
their interest has been enlisted and their
imaginations illumined But that after
all 1s surely the essence of all good
teaching.

The ctisis of our times is the breakdown
of communications —not just in the sense
of political barrierts, but in this all-
important area of science. OQur lives, our
hopes: and our survival depend upon the
uses which are made of science. To
progress, we have to use scientific know-
ledge and discovery to its utmost
advantage. Science. in the advanced
countries, is developing so fast that it is
almost impossible to keep pace with the
knowledge —and the gadgets—which are
aggregating 1 believe that some 3,000,000
original scientific papers a year are
published- No one can compass so much
information... One set of scientists does
not know what another set is doing, and
yet there may be an important affinity
which may be of material value to
mankind.

There are too few communicators within
science, and the bridges are broken between
the humanities and science. Those who
have to make the social judgements about
science have usually no scientific training
—wor:e, theit own education makes them
feel that anyth.ng which involves such
intensive training is bsvond their com-
prehension and rhat th.y must * rely on
the expert”. But there is little in the
training of the scientist, preoccupied with
all that has to be learned in his:own
subject, which gives him the capacity for
social judgements. W= are in danger of
being subjected to the tyranny of -.
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experts -~faccless men at the elbows of the  all Frarcle of science and can see. at firet

uninstructed. They are not tyrants by hans ::¢ ip survey, what Pl’:(“c‘nur;ed

PN o . 1 . '

disposition by by our defaulr. screntists conreot see for themselve: rnd
whit ra-of-affairs can Never st€

How are e to reach people enough  paror.nicuily., His job is to pa rlat

about scien.c to allow them to make knowleciy 1~ eitler, along the !irc of

juigements, 1o Jecile priorities, and to see  sciengdcfd 1o the pu[ﬂ.ic\ He is, ty the
v . . > . ’

that science, with all its petential for good accicert ot b trage as a collector ard

or evil, is irecred ¢ i C o dissen rato ul
» i3 wirecred to the advantage of  dissen rator, the rrototype of whart skeuld

mankind. How much more resources and  exist in woodenic and public life, the
attention s}*_,ou'd we te giving to the comuunicator of infermation on \‘\}n"“h
croblems o/ thi- planet on which judgenent. can ke made. In }\w .\\;n
4.00(.}“/;(;,0’0(1” peepe wii bave to contrive  worka ¢ i, his furction is (O COIvey TO
o live 30 vears fren pnow 2 s Space  the niuss of pecple the facts about « izi.ce.

adventure more important than the food tut ol o t¢ convey an interpretst.c1 of

and populiaticn  protiem, for instance? the ~« cia) inipiications of new covilop-.

And how, with all *h spectacular advances mert..
of today, can we close tie widening gap

betwzen the prospericy of the scientifically U know that many of my <o, apue
advanced counrries and the in: i ink thu ey s ' ern oloan
2dvar e in:;poverished think thar they ?i;ou]q confine them- -clves
Lo deeription and explanations and leave
Wich - ' _ the v lue juigements to others. | disagree
ithout arrogating to the science-writer  profeund!v. Our access to information,
all the wisdom of the world, it is true that our point of vantage on the -cientifc

he hz}§ the opportunity for better under— scene, gives us responsibilities whic! 1, the
standings He is a “ synoptic scientist ”’: present situatiom, we must not shirk.
he trav:ls across the advancing fronts of ~ (UNESC.»
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A comparative study with relevance to Modern India.
Bv Dl’- R- s‘ MANI, M-A.. M.Ed'y Phs Di

seeeeee. This was awarded the Degree of Ph. D. by the University of Madras in 1948 for
the masterly work on the subject. The learned author has discussed in this book the
various aspects of educational problems cthat confront us today and has dsb offered
many practical and useful suggestions for the educational reconstructiens in our
COURtery.

It is hoped that such a remarkable work of scholarship will prove ef great use
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The Medium of Instruction in Universities

Prof. N. Kuppuswamy lyengar, M.A., Srirangam,

Educationists wanted the change in the
medium of instruction because the English
medium, in the words of Gandhiji, made
our youths crammers and imitators unfit
for origimal thinking and, if taught in
their own language, it was believed they
could ur.derstand things berter and could
be given real education.

Naturally the teachers objacted. No
Joubt it was not easy for them to move
out of their grooves. The objection took
the form of want of text—books, scientitic
and technical terms etc., as theugh they
had to teach text books and not the
susject. Gandhiji says: “If I had the
power of a despot, I would today stop the
tuition of our boys and girls through a
foreign medium, and require all the
teachers and professors on pain of Jis-

missal to introduce the change forrhwith.

" would not wait for the preparation of
~wxer-bookse They will follow the change.

b4
Lt is anevil that needs a summary remedy.’

But the politicians made this objection
a gquestion of prestige and not a Juestion
of sound education. They set aoout
appointing committees and advisery bodies
at a huge cost to coin new words and
phrases and to create text-books. It was
not realised that we could lcarnv to svim
only b plunging into water. We do not
create dictionaries and then produce lit.ra-

ture. T hese coined words are not ess
the corresponi g

ditticulc to iearn than on
English wordse 1t is an adJl.le;ll}
dif ica.y to the teacher He has hims:f
to learn the newly coined words betore ne

can use them in teachings

The Government which is run by the

had power over Ssconda‘ry
The teachers had t> submlg-
Qwing to this
in schools

politicians
Education.
They dared not protest-
1040 other reasonsy education

has become inefficiente The University
teachers could not be so easily coerced.
They raised additional objections. They
cried, ‘Danger to National Integtation’.
Regional Language media will prevent
students and teachers moving from one
State to anothery thus impeding the free
flow of knowledge throughout India. A
false sense of prestige and purism in
languages made the politicians forget how
languages are developed and agree to
postpone the change in the universities
till the languages are  sufficiencly
developed.

Now the pesition is, you teach thraugh
the regional language in the High Schools,
and suddenly change into English in the
pre-University class. No one who knows
anything about educational psychology or
who has had any experieace of teaching
in such a situation would recommend this

procedure-

[ have a boy in the pre-University class.
| know something of the difficulties and
the nervous strain involved ir this change.
The boy is cursing daily this change in
which he has not only to learn a2 new set
of terms. dut to relearn sometimes in a
foreign language what he has alieady iearnt
in the schoo! in his own language. College
teachers and prescribers of college texe—
books ignore the fact that students do
not enter colleges with sufficient know-
ledse of English to understand either the
teaching or the text~books as tney did
during the days of the English medium in
school.

The two boolk:s prescribed for this year,
The Tareshold and Ven of Science und
(neir Discov:ries, contrin 41 essays on
various disconnected subjects ranging from
life under the sea. on the earth and in the
air to the heavenly bodies, and in tim:

* From his spesc) at
suiject,

T A . - ~ ..
1 e Ali Ind:a Eluzation .l conference,

Triv andrum, mooving the resoluton cu i e
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r~m Andient indiv to the present atomic
ze 1 verv much doubt whether the

i-hiore thamselve understand fully che
eining o ' ~cope of those essayse  What
the resu’s 7 The: srudents become mere
‘rz-~mersy  of sun,maries, annotations,
Jiams ete., just as the school boys under
‘te Tnglish madium did. s it any wondet
‘hat tandards have fallen?  Between the
“anaticism of the politician and the
s~duricy of the university teacher:, the
;Jusstion  of rive present generation is
eing ruine t

What Is The Remedy ?

The only remady that wil! cive raal
sjucation to our vouths and at the same
time cure all the ills complained of is to
make at once the Regional Language the
medium in the Universities also und allow
the teachers to use from the lowest class,
wherever possinle, the English terms that
we are now using. No teacher his or can
rave any objection to thise If it is not
stresse1 in £ -uc {onal Confnrences, it is
~wirg to political cressure and indifference
rather than to «ny conviction to the con-
trarv. L know that many top-ranking
politizians ke =ii. K, Ssnthanam hold
tois view.  Bur 1 saprose it is parey
toyaliv that preveats them trom making
.t on onject of public agitation Even in
law, a Minister is rerorted to huve
acveeated rie use of Loagii-h rerms.

An Impossible Effort.

In the mar:.t of coining scientific and
tercnnioil tegoo-. tne Advisory Board at
its arst twert g, recommenced thar the
wverins chosen <incuid be common to  as
many ot the iegional languapes as
possicle. Duar thes is an imposition.
Modern s.ien:: and technology develoned
it. India only as part of English education.
Therefore, there are no scientific and
technical term- in z2ny of the 'ndian
languages, t.at could be made use of
in modern e¢.2ucation. Therefore, the
most reasonarie and practical thing and
that which shouia be acceptable te all the
jinguistic groups is to use in all cases the

: ANNUAL SUBSCRPTION Rs. 6/-

Encli=h rerms that we have learnt. and
are u-ing ar pre<ent.

le is waste of money, time ano erergy
to coin new words. Hence the re onmend-
tion that ail Committees and Boards that
are now creaded in coining ew wvords in
the regional lunguages are to be for-hawith
abolisied.

Anyvav, if the Government wart< to
meke oerepional hinguage tihe nedium
of educaricn n universitic~  a.  tlev
should and if it is to be succe -ful, i.c;,
if the stinaard is not to be lo scred there-
by bur inproved. teacher. nooly  be
allowes to use English tern v herever
possinie from the lowest class.

Lo writing, transliteration foliowe: by
English words within brackets ~ihould be
use.s Teachers would con.ult English
texi vooksand teachin the [icivn langua-
ges.  lex.-books in Indian Liavuages may
at nrst be mere translation. of bngls

book.  Orivinal text-books +:ll come i

due rime

Loy .~ -y
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This wholesale adoption of English
terms, besides making the change-over of
the medium of insttuction easier, is advan-
tageous in a number of other ways.

(I) As the present-day teachers have
learnt everything in English, the teaching
both in schools and colleges will be less
diFicult and more efficient

(2) Students need not learn one set of
terms at the school and another at the
colleges, as they do at present and they
tlherefore can understand the teaching

much better.

(3) As we have agreed to the three
languages formula, there will not be much
difficulty in the intercaange of teachers

and students among Indian Uuiversities
and in the free flow of knowledge through-
out Iniia. -

(4) Study in foreign Universities and
taking part in internaticnal scientific
conferences will also become much easier.

(5) Above all, it will considerably
lessen the tension between the North and
the South. The North must be prepared
to give something and not try to take
everything.

Is it too much to expect all genuine
educationists and statesmen to shake off
their prejudices and look at the marter
purely from the poinr of view of impro-
ving the education of our youths?

; Factors Affecting the Choice of Courses in the

Secondary Schools

The selection of ceurses in the Higher
Secondary Schools is not a smooth affair
often, a number of heterogeneous forces
pull the attention of the pupil in diverse
dicections. Ha is virtually on the horns
of a dilemna. One strong factor out of
the many then determines the final choice,
whether appropriate ot inappropriates A
brief revicw of the diverse factors is
presented below :

I The inflaence of the Home and Social
Background.

The home and the social background of
the child have a potent influence upon the
predilections of the pupily as thrs forms
the strong hereditary and immediate
environmental aspect of the child’s life.

1. Orthodoxy of the parents may stand
in the way of the pupils in sel:cting a
particular vocation. A profession con-
nected with leather work, sanitation and
scavenging is tabooeed by all high-caste

Raghunath Safaya, M A, M Ed.,, P.BS.L. Professor of Education, Trainia: C»sllege, Jullundur.

Hindus. Orthodox Hindus go to the
extent of preventing their children from
joining a medical course because dissection
of animals and birds is himsa. Craft
wotk and some skills connected with hand-
work and industry are even now considered
by some as mean jobs.

2. Illiteracy of the parents or the low
educational level of the parent leaves the
pupil in the dark and also makes him
susceptible to any wrong choice. Even
now, some parents are against allowing
their daughters joining any vocation.
¢The home is the only place for women’,
they say. For some parents, their
children ace fit for any job. Some pupils
blindly seek the advice of others.

8, The present occupationof the parents
also restricts the choice. It has been
discovered that some parents strongly
advocate their own profession for their
sons, while otherss dissatisfied with their
present jobs, ask them to take to other
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professionss As such, a doctor may be
seen insisting on his son joining the
medical profession, irrespective of the son’s
interest or aptitude. On the other hand,
a post-master condemns his own profession
and advises his sen to join any profession
except the postal services A shopkeeper,
sick of his own job, hankers aftera
Government joby however mean it be.
A weaver’s son finds his fathet’s job dull
and monotonous, and prefers even a peon’s
job to his hereditary vocation.

4, The occupations of the relatives may
in certain cases influence the choice
directly or indirectly. A boy whose uncle
is a pleader gets attracted towards that
job. A cousin, whe is a doctor, may
advise his cousiny or prompt him indirectly
to join the medical course.

8. The pattern of living may direct a
pupil to a particular type of course.
Some parents ate progressive, and they
insist on a public sthool educatien leading
to high executive jobs, civil or military.
Westernised parents will usually vote for
science and techriology.

6. Family ties, in certain cases. are
strong enough to restrict rthe choice,
Some families cannot leave their ancestral
occupationss A businessman wants his
business to continue from generation to
generations Some skilled workers must
impart their skill ‘and the tricks of their
trade’ to their own kith and kin.

7. The firancial resources of the parents
determine, to a large measure. the level of
occupation depending upon the capital
investment on specialised training or on
opening a business concern. Only the
parents belonging to a high income group
can afford to meet che expenses in highly
specialised cou ses like medicine, engi-

II. Interest and Achievement.

The interest and achievement already
acquired in a particular educational course
or profession may be the determining
factor tor the choice. A pupil gets high
scores in a certain subject and acquires
interest due to the recognition and
encouragement received. It is a common
observation that some pupils find a
particular subject either dull ot interesting-
Sometinies at a later stage, a particular
subject appears to be interesting and thus
affects the choice, because that subject
gives greater satisfaction. The interest
in a particular subject may be innate or
acquired. All the same, it will influence
the achievement and future choice.

Il  Availability of the Courses

inspite of the fact that there has been
a rapid qpnversion of High Schools into
Higher Secondary Schools, the number of
Higher Secondaty Multipurpose Schools
offering a diversified curriculum does not
cope up with the present needs. In some
areas, only some specified courses like
Humanities and sciences are available.
The choice is naturally restricted
to these two alone. At some
places, thete is tough competition for
admission into a particular course like
Commsrce or Agriculture, Most of the
applicants go away disappointed. In such
cases, the choice of courses is determined
by the a nilability. Fine Arts ani H me
Science are even now a ‘dream’ in certain
regions, [he girl students usually take
up Humanities. The rapid groath in
s udent pooulation may not allnw tle
pupils to have a free choice for a number
of years to come, in spite of the rapid
conversion into the Higher Se-ondary
pattern.

1V Chance Selection

SANSKRIT STUDIES IN THE SOVIET UNION 87

selection of courses. ln certain cases, no
information is available regarding the
availability of the courses at various
places and the future avenues connected
with these courses. Consequently, a pupil
selects the subjects at random. At beste
some friend or relative may present a
passive suggestion and retice. The
suggestion may work, the pupil may make
'the choice with full complacency, and
scudy the particular subject at the higher

-0~ - - e

Sanskrit Studies in the Soviet

V. No-herg'na, D3ent, Moscow State Uniwersity.

In the Soviet Union Sanskrit is studied
at the State Uaiversities of Moscow,
Leningrad and Tbilisi and the {nstiture of
Oriental Scudies of the USSR Academy
of Sciences. Soviet Sanskeit studies
follow the traditions established in old
T ussias

~
XY

In Leningrad University chese traditions
are connected with the wocks of {o
Minayev and his followers, E« Qoermuller,
S. Oldenburg and F. Shcherbatsky.
Sanskrit was stadied as s branch of
Indology. It was for many veirs ta ught
by Prof. Shcherbatsky, who insisted that
its teaching must be based on classical
Sanskeit werks. Conversely, Academician
A. Baranaikov, who considered Saaskecit
fundamental to the study of modecn
Indian languages, piid special attention to
Vedic Sanskrit. Siace 1937 the chair of
Sanskrit has been occupied by Prof. V. L,
Kalyanov. At the D:zpaccmeat of tlistory,
Sanskcit classes were coaducted for
severzl years by Prof. V. 5. Voarobyov
Desyatov:ky-

In the lodian sectiva of e Depart-
meant of Orieatal Studies, 3Sanskrit i¢
- -a [ v b s -

secon lary stage only to repent afterwards
or to oscillate to other courses. He may
not know that, by choosing subjects at
random, he is only postponing the problem
of his guidance and not solving it, and
often making it mece complax. Some
parents do take hurried decisions in order

to defer the problem to the future. But

such a state of affairs is deplorable
needs immediate attention on all f

[y v /f7'\-,|

nii

Kalidasa; in later years, they study the
Arthashastra. Pcactical  studies  are
combined with Sanskeit grammar and
flinguisticse Thus, in his later years,
Academician Barannikov delivered lectures
on ancient [ndian literature, compacative
and historical grammar ~f Indiau langua-
ges and the fundamentals of Indian
poetry.

Sanskrit studies at Moscow  State
Uaiversity are associated with the educa-
tional and research work of P, Petrov,
F. Fortunatov and V, Porzhezinsky. Both
Vedic and classical Sanskrit were studied
at the department of compatative and
historical linguistics of ¢he Faculty of
Philology. After the October Revolution,
Sanskrit studies were continued by M.
Peterson who lectured in the language at
the Faculey of Philology from 1933, with
intetvalsy, and every yeac from 1942 ¢o
1953. Sanskrit was tauzht for some time
by R. Shor, and since 1951, by che author
of this article, whose Elementary Course
of Sanskrit is one of the basic textbookss
The course of Sanskrit is optional. :

Tarn Miorar af Qrianca thacse in Sans
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Sanskrit,” and the oth i
) er in 19566 by b
T. Yeli . y by V. Kalyr, i - )
Clas:'eesh::"R,:'h)\‘;adon,,'&C sublect,’ _“Verb cisn Eaur?:irl\oo‘;‘:"ia:dmfl'by A'"dtm.. -
veholars ha:e Btoﬂ- thei‘:sc::vedl;tmu“in; }?n arnotated tr,lnshtfoun :fhe/? :;.n h1960,
tudi . tevera as keen ¢ ] vthashestra
?‘;olrer:w::i‘osan;k:t, such as M. Peterson’s by a grougr?f)al“g.] This work was begun
Tndin ando orist Bases in Ancient S} cherbareky anndzoglsts heaced by F.

n Other  Indo-European by V. Kalyancy * :\(wtb«nlmnple“d

. ranslation of?

[Nobody can deay the fact that in-
efficient teachers, of whom there
are too many today, many young
men drifting into the profession
because their intellectual wares will
aot sell anywhere else—should be
weeded out, but this weeding must
be done with great care. T¢ s often—

8-3-62 In a letter to the Mail, a corres-
pondent has pointed out the injustice of
disallowing special pay or allowance given
to headmasters of aided schools.

11-83-62 Dr. A. .Lakshmanaswamy

Langu r o i
-anguages” and “Verbs of Speech in Jatalamala, oy the Exbloi NN X i
xploits of Fedhssativa iMudaliar pleaded for improving primarty

Sanskrit.”
begun by Academician R

With the establishment in 1966 of the
lm.ntute of Oriental Languages of Moscow
University, the study of Sunskrit deve-
loped ana expanded considerably. Sanskrit
becape pbligatory for students specializing
in Hlf\dl and Indian literature and history
?tactxca! kno: ledge of modern Ianguageg
is combined with comprehensive theor-
etical studies. Lessons in Sanskrit ar
conducted parallel to, and in clos:
connection with, other courses in !ndolo
such as Indian philology and the histsl'V)
of Indn.an languages. Work on a Sansktiyt'
reader is proceeding at the Institute.

Researeh work in Sanskrit is carri
at the Moscow and Leningrad Uni\rr::er(:ig:
and the Institute of Oriental Studies of
the .USSR Academy of Sciences Tl'c:
lnsututf of Oriental Studies is eng;ged i:
translating and publishing works of

arannikov, has'

just been completed by O. Volkova. The

Institute has also
articles on
two on Sanskrit.

,21s0 prepared a collection of
indian languages, including

X Itr;terest in Sanskrit has been beightened
y the appearance in recent years of several

translations

of monuments of ancient

Indian literature. Thus, in 1956-86, were

i}:?l:ahed B. $mirnov’s transla
a a\and Demayanti, the episode
and Satyavan and Shagavadgita.

tions of
of Savirei

¥

In 19568 g new translation of the fablcs‘

p (The first translations of excerp
tom: the work appeared in 1930).

of Parnchatant sorki L
oar atanira by A. Syrkin was puﬁ

ofWork. is being completed on translations
of arcient Indian philosopihy which is
eing prepared for publication by the

Sanskrit literature. Thus, the first book

of Mahabharata, translated and snnotated E\nzlldt:rtncy ooff Slc)i};irl:esophy of the USSR
8.

OXo

HINDI SHIKSHAN VIDHI

(S'cox\d leUiscd alld Cl)] i -

In four parts and thirt
. yfive chapters, this b ;
tives, methods and all the related » this book in Hindi expl .
problems of teaching Hindi bo explains the obje
th as a mother-¢
-~tongue

and as a second lamgua
‘ ge. The suggestions a igi
approach is most modern, taking into cognisa =) Spibinal and practical, and the

of language teaching in India tad 1 vr) ch:e all the researches done in the field

ot st. It isi
Training Colleg[c Nstudlcn:s. Pages 594, Sige 65,,!;‘gf,pensablg for teachers and
eatly printed on good paper and a"r'ctiv; g"P:’.l;e]Rs. 6/.60 only.
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(#) Shanskrit Shikshan Vidhi— Mcthod of Teaching Sanskrit by ¢k
y the same author

Just Ready. :
PANJAB KITAB
Jullundhur City. GHAR

-

and secondary education so as to provide
a strong base for higher education. Thece
were great need and scope for imptoving
primary education, he said.

15-3-63 A correspondent writing to
the Mail has dtawn the attention of the
government  to the sufferings of the
primary school teachers to whom t_he
managements are unable to pay salaries
every month, He suggests that the
governments having introduced free
educacion, must shoulder the responsibility
of paving the teachers direct. He has
also urged that compensation to schoels

. should be calculated on current rates of
_ school fees.

16-3-3  Sti P. Jagadesan has com-

"lplained chrough the columns of the Mail

about the iniquity of terminating the
scrvices of trained graduates on disciplinary
grounds because of their periods of secvice
being less than five years-

[Peshaps, itis worth while also to note
that a few teachers, simply because
they have put in the required
number of years of service, are
openly lapsing into laziness and
jnefficiency, with che result that
cducation in the school suffers
very much. It is to be hoped that
che teachers’ associations. which
rightly fight for the rights of the
ceachars, will also cry to tenedy this
state of affaics. la fact, ia every
school, there are at lease one ot (WO
teachers who dety the headmastet
and the management. |

29.3-%9 The Kerala government has
announced that it will cake action against

teachers for poor results.

times observed thar parents do not
supply their children even with the
necessatry educational . materials,
viz., note books, pencils, slates 2nd
even text-books. Sometimes text-
books are not available till late in
the year. Also, the students do
not do theic assignments at home.
All these factors have also to be
taken into consideration before the
teacher is penalised for producing
. poor results.]

97—-8—-63 The Hyderabad correspond-
ent of the Mail has discussed the
problem of University examinations. He
pleads foc a modification of the system.
‘He also makes reference to the merits and
demerits of class tests. He concludes with
the recommendation of the examination
committee set'up by the Union Government
which has toured abroad for investigating
this ptoblem : ‘' There should be different
kinds of tests throughout the year, each
with a specific objective. There should be
a comprehensive examination at the end
the entite course- The committee has
also suggested the introduction atleast
of techniques of a new type,”’

28—3 -62 The Director of Public
Tastruction, Madeas, does not foresee a
situation in which thece would be un-
employment among teachers, for according
to him, the requited number of men and
women are being admitted into the
training schools in the State every year.

(The claim seems to be more optimis—
tic than real. The Education
Depsttmaent can well maintain a
statistical wing to . climinate
unemployment among teachers.]
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38-83—-62 D. A. Narasinga Rao
urged that a bold step be taken to expand
the present facilities, so that no student
desiting to have University education was
faced with any obstacle. He asked the
University to adopt a more sympathetic

attcitude towards the question of private
study.

1—4—62 While che Chief Minister of
Kerala has assured the Assembly Members
that evening and correspondence classes
would come into existence in the State
shortly, the University seems to be

»pposed to it. He criticised the University
n this regard.

o o o

Dr. D. S. Kothari, Chairman, U.G.C,,
'as  expressed the opinion that
cachers should not be transferred except
n the interest of education. He said that
: was best to allow a teacher to be in
ontinuous service in one institutien, so

OXO

that he took deep roors and Jeveloped
traditions in it.

o [« [o]

Governer Girl criticised the present
system of education and opined chat
classifiying students inte grades was bettert.
He was against a0y restriction on admission
of students to Universities.

Qo [\] [+

Stio. Cu Subramaniam cnticised the
tendency on the pare of marents, particu-
larly the educated, to get their children
admitted to schools at a very carly age. He

said that the age of admission in Russia
was s¢ven plus.’

[{Without kindergarten facilities, to
take care of children’s education
betore they are seven, to begin
education at seven plus  would be
nothing short of disaster from the

Wither Women’s Education P

N. S. Padmanabhan B.A.,B.T., Ammapet.

At a time when we are engaged in the
itablishment of a social order in which
en and women are to share equal
ctunes; when the centuries old bacriets
‘customs and conventions prohibiting
ie latter’s fuller participation in life are
elting away and at long last, when
omen have, by rising to the occasion,
en acquitting themselves ably in various
'ocations and practices, it will do wel! for
ose concerned with education to probe
to the aim, scope and conten: of their
ucation. Thanks to the genuine and
eat efforts cake. by its votaries through
e recent decades, women have been taken
t of the morass of ignorance and serf-
m, and their social status has been given
desired impetus and recognition. Byt
the same time, is it not pertinent to

found out and a
long before the problem becomes a canker.

ask ourselves whether the typs of educa-
tion we offer them goes to contribute in
fair measure to the commonweal ? Also
does it run counter to accepted fundamen-
tal values in life 2 Is it true to the soil and
tradition, and does it jeopardise national
interests > These arey however. the ques-
tions chat stalk us in out march to
Prosperity, as much depends on how we
answer them. The desideratum has to be
suitable remedy suggested

.Duting the pre-historic and remote
historic days of the past, it was not as if

women were denied their proper place in
tociety as alio the
therefrom.

education they

benefits

accruing
Of course, the

kind of
received was not the

point of the education of oyr children.]f

i
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WHIT‘[ER WOMENS EDUCATION ?

denominational one of these d“lr\:n:::
one which was at once all-ct:m:p;-)cg“n ve
und all-purposeful. Had it nof u-bieccs,
their erudition and mastery oSs jects,
could we have comeactass 2 ; a:aCh“vi
argue with the great Adi San ar hary
won hiéhly metaphy_lical doctrine an
ogmas, and an Avvatyar to thtovdv gewmc
isdom and experience in wor?sAlm .
hawe transcended time and sphaceci Aol
is noteworthy that such edu]ate A
of yesterday did not form alf i.“mund.lnc
selves, nor did they shua cheir mundint
activities in life. I.'he great S o
Natare with its gleaming pages ew:ith e
before them ; the holy scriptut e o
nascent glory served ssa beacond ghe for
them ; cheir unsophist‘lcucd a}? Juseere
living was but a reflection of tfe nrent
ment and culcure they {mbibed from out of
ewo. [hey, in shotte wert he
:::?l:: of civilisation, the ho'mc gelcngw“
fnstitution by itself. Buct alas! tha

not to be for ever:

k i ions from the West
) oo e in eacnin:
o en succumbed o the idF‘ chat
N daea i‘gn was a means to fashc:mabl;
"“ educa:'he Macau'ayan  system o
hv{n‘! with a pronounced bla.s o::
Cducjl’ :?ning and sgainst tradt((im?lae
:)lt\:)augl:t and pructice o‘nlt ac&n’;;;em’ ;t
£ alues.

downfal oi:::ling to resoond to ;he
i ratc% decline, in spice af (oc ratc;:
chords £) cheir being consigned to [he
bfcaumo sa folke with easy acc % :
knclhe:'educ;tion by dint of chcét s;cxbal
e ad vantage posidcn, offcre o
:::::tsv ‘during its periods of wine

. ¢ women

Y left the claims o in
stagnation, ered. [ eacning
either unheeded ot overpow aad heace

the lateer,

wl:'v‘:l:ln:o[ hlcc':l: tll‘:lv(:iy fot‘l tftl;c sl:::;j::
rex ace t

o he at (:El:he g;‘t“i:nto be saud o t:;
o d}e .f"‘\cm thar they did '.xc.n:n:
oy l"nd acaclys Wale rzmd .
i ‘ssiv: toolsin che hmds'uf mcehc.
.;cmv::vpc‘cultute and ttad.‘:iont h::oown
;-b:ic of daily lifes and in cheic ow
Yirmired shere helped to stem

91

alist philosophy setting in. -
%‘ll\r:ir maet;:xicationp shrank to a bllrl:d
observance of formalities and mmlk.’it e
ceasoning side of them having sun h:::tl‘:
oblivion. To cut this short, the ve cl
of learning, as far as they were concerned,
was working in reverse gear.

Perhaps because of this ingt:a.ined] iﬁ:;
fict of values, temperal and spiritual, !
were trepresented by the Wcstet:\m:"
Eastern facets of the educative p < n;
women in india, when they tocc’l o
English educatica in the early dheca szlves
tt.is ceaturyy could not assert ¢ sm clves
in any single field anfi §0 pre;entetha on
fused picture. So it wa;tnat theg :
emancipators of women in recentTtlmee,
Swami Vivekanalr:da, Igr. g::‘n];imr':fiotoé »

i and p
¥ar?\:ltnl:l:d?:>r;jaded for the tesotatipn of
thae mother to her former glory.hReone:ct:;
tion of education thus bt-zca me the panems
for our ills. and the national gzvemm nts
in power owe unto themsclvel. this oner iu_
cask of providing it. Edu?at‘lon t%c:mtm ::5
sions were set up for scrutinlsing \ y",ph
of education in vogue at v'atious e eld
and evolve t’otmn;)lac .by w:fwl:al:l:tcoll:\d

i win objectives .
ﬁ:li?eaouerxite in keeping with thel:
recommendations, made after gfr eda-
shought, changes in the par.temt: of e 1:10
catiom are in the offing, and ¢ dev are; o
doubt, great steps forwgrd and as t‘;‘“
welcome- Nevetthele’ss, it {s g trul;m ,
che subject of women’s education i as m{d
acquited such active sympathy as it wou

demand.

1
en, as said before, occupy a pivota
poz(i,cr:l i'n Indian community life, and
as such the type of education they receive
must be distinctive and deliberate ;n
chacacter. A common course of study
for both sexes leads us .nowhere anfd l‘f at
all anywherey to malndjust.ment ohva uei
and interests, and here it is that the pfre
sent system suffers a setback. A lew
subjects like Home Science and Needle-
work have wotked.out to be mohte
artificial chan otherwise. {tis patet}t that
in such subjects even an average lndian
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girl, having no chances of schooling, is as
gcod as, if not more well-versed than her
countetpart in school. Thke Indian girl,
besides her knowledge of the three Rs,
should learn the science of commen life,
the value of food-stuffs and of medicinal
hetbs, the laws of personal hygiene and
at later stages mother~craft and sex edu-
cation. Co-educarion in schools and
colleges have caused enough damage to
their discipline and work-potential, and it
is high time we give it up and change for
the better.

Thus a separate national plan of
women’s education based on uaing their
instincts and natural aptitudes with a due

and deserved slant on scer.e, drawn by a
coxpmittee of expertsin the £eld, is one
which is now urgently neeced. In allearnest.
ness end } umility, I plead with education-
ists ara orher well-wishers of the nation
to see to it that such a scheme is formu-
lated as would form an ey viable entity, as
would thape women into effcctive limbs of

society, snd as would make every one of '

then: the 1 odern girl of poet Bharati’s
dreans. That day would be a day of
ren atkeble importan.e to our nation,
when won.entolk, released from the fetters
of feudalistic thoughts and notions, take
up the challenge of posterity with renewed
and rejuvenated gus ro, holding alett the
bat.ner of culture.

EDITORIAL

Academic Magistracy:

A few weeks agoy the Chief Justice of
India suggested (in his convocation address
st Patna) that graduates and diploma-
holde_rs guilty of moral turpitude should
be deprived of their degrees and diplomas,
We are glad that a question of vitsl
importance to our Universities which has
till now been ignored, has at last been
raised at the highest level.

Traditionally the University in Europe
has been an imperium in im perio,
an autonomous; self-governing institu-
tion within the framework of the State.
The University had its own court for
trying teachers ard students The ancient
Indian Universities like those at Nalanda,
Pataliputra and Takshasila also enjoyed a
similar status. The Indian tradition
harks back to the forest hermitages of
independent sages and scholars who taught
ond ruled their little troops of students.

Apart from tradition,
rractical needs of administration and
maintairing  discipline among a large
number of young men and women support

however, the

t‘he case for making every University a tin'
State with some of the attributes o
sovereignty. The Ministers need not b
jealous of any magisterial powers that the
University may be alloved to exercise
This is done only in the national interest.

The atmosphere of indiscipline prevailing
in tesidential Universities like Banaras and
Annamalai, and the riots that students
often stage in Universinty cities like
Lucknow, Allahabad and Mysore (not to
sreal. of the serious political agitation
which the students ef Dacca in Pakistan
have recently launched) remind us of the
battle between Town and Gown in the
middle ages They speak eloquently of
the urgent necessity for clothing Univer-

sities with powers to deal effectively with
their students.

The Chief Justice’s proposal points out
that even past students may have to be
dealt with. Some may feel that a double
panishment is sought to be imposed on
t‘hc graduate delinquent—one by the
State and the other by the University. The
answer to it is that moral curpitude may

not be always punished by the laws of the

\

i
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land, though the State recognises crimes
involving moral turpitude as a category of
heinous offences against the law. And
when such crimes are committed, the
deprivation of academic honours may
well become part of the sentence imposed.

A recent case before the Madras High
Court brought out the need for compre-
hensive thinking on the lines suggested by
the Chief Justice. A student who
admittedly made some improper advances
to a young lady living in a near by house
was expelled and rusticated. He soughca
ruling of the court agiinst the punish-
men imposed on him. The court refused
to interfere. Here is a case involving
moral turpitude which may notbe punished
by courts in the ordinary course.

A policy of drift in regard to student
indiscipline may lead to national indisci-
pline. If we are to be saved from that
dooms we must bestir ourselves and haste ,
among other measures, (o create an
academic magistracy.

-
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‘More about Teaching Machines

Having first seen the light of day in
America, the teaching machine has now
crossed the Atlan-ice A British University
(Sheffield), the R. A F. and the Royal
Navy, and British industry have begun te
experiment with it. Some of these experi-
ments were discuised at  ‘he annual
conference, held early ¢his month at
Loughborough, of the Ergoaomics
Research Society. S

The Air Force and the Navy allowed
some of their recruits to be ctaught
tiigonometcy by an American teaching
machine. The only appreciable difference

between pupils taught by men and those
taught by machines was that the latter
completed the course much quicker—in
about half the time. The successful
training of key board operators by a
machine devised by Mr. Gordon Pask was
also reported.

British experierrce so fary by no means
comprehensive or even adequate, confirms
the sober estimate that the teaching
machine cannot replace the teacher. It
may do some of his chorés for him, saving
his time and energy for more important or
complicated or creative work, The advan-
tage of the machine is that it can pay
prompt individual attention to the boy or
girl who secks its help at any time and can
advance at the pupil’s own pace, patient-
ly and without loss of temper. ‘But the
snag s that the machiae is soulless. The
pupil cannot catch any enthusiasm or
inspitation {rom the machine, And it is
dount{ul whether the machine cando a
completely successful job of teaching
subjects in which valuz judgments
preponderate- ’

Drilling, correcting, giving standard ex -
planations—these can be done by the
mechanical teacher with a kind of
impersonal efficiency. But if the student
is worried by an imaginative or searching
question off the track, only the living
teacher can help him. Even with many
complicated machines doing his routine
chores for him, the teacter will be required
to coordinate, to answer questions, to
cultivate taste, to teach the making of
value judgments, and to inspire. As John
Davy, a well knowa science correspondent
points out, ‘it is not yet clear what a
machine can draw out of an individual as
opposed to what it can stuff in.’’

—0OXO-—
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Women’s Education in Japan

Kathleen Costells.

A new Wnesco parertack, Th 3

- ’ e Ch n
Social Position of Wemen in ]ap?mg‘l';g
Takashi Koyama, brings. together stu’dics
!:y Japanese specialists— mostly womren—
in tlhe fields of labour, the family, the
rural community, education, civi iviti
and public opinion. > Evieactivities

»

Japan’s New Constituticr, revoluticnized
tbe legal basis cf Japanese rew institu-
tions, In this study, Mr. Koyama a;\d hi
collaberators describe the sweering rcforn'ls'
that gave women equal rights btefore th:
lav'w and investigate tle present relation.
ship between legal ard actual status. ...

. On the who!e, the statistics assem bled
in The Changing Sccial I vsition of Women
in Japan describe a trend, not a land-
slide. It cannot be saidy and M. Koyama
makes no effort to dc :0, that the last 16
years have effected a radical transforms-
tion of Japanese wonen’'s life The
impres sion given by this study {s of.cre -
ing rather than dramatic chang;. <P

But :there is one excepti

education for children o?tlggth Ifg::l
became not only a legally recos nized ;i hts
but a facts Article 6 of the 1946 Fuxgi -
mental Law of Education states: * }tiﬂa

ar.\,d woman shall respect and co'—o e .;n
with ea.ch ?ther. Co-education sshillrabc
recogn!zeq- "’ The provisions of this 1 ucz
were put into effect with incredible spe:d.

Corqpulsory education was extended
from six. to nine years for all chilire (
and in a country where boys and girls hnd’
been separated after the third grade a-
education was also maae compulaory’ <}o
- the wl'xol? period. Before passage of thqr'
law, snrls‘sccondaty schools existed lh
to make ‘“ good wives and nmothers ”o? .
middle and upper-class families. Aftce):

t}:\-sdlxm grade, no effort was made t©
rrovide either a curriculumr or level o

\t;::h"f\{g indany way eomparable to what .
s ofiered to boys. Girl graduates of -

;::; Sys:fm were equally unqualified for
ster education and gainful employment.

Accegtance of women’s right to equal
educaticn shows wp strikingly in figures
for errclnent after the compulscry nine
yearss Tuking 160 as a base year, the
index of high school enrolment for girls
had clinibed to 1789 in 1967 (as compared
to 134-7 for boys) and to 2847 for women
Etkcslleres (asl compared to 144'3 for men)s

cteal errolment for senior high ¢ 3
:,21?3,749 ; boys, 738,766 ggirlul:oc}l;l’
olleges an i ; : 5
P girls-)umvcrsltic'.; ; 364,645 boys,

. In 'tkc came year, of the 61'2 per cent of
cm?t colieye  graduates who were
employed, 636 rercent were professional

and 47'9 rercent clerical workers.

'This movement of women into posi-
tions that command social respect is a
Post-war rhenomenon almost  entirely
aztnbutable to theintroduction of equal
ecucation. The author feels that this
aeve.lo;.ment " will be likely to modify
censiderably the past tendency to belictle
working women and will contribute

towards the enhs ’
sncement of wom
position.” en s

The graduates of the new co-educational
system of education still constitute a
minority of the population of Japan. But
there are already enough to make them an
impostant leaven in Japanese attitudes.
hn th!s basic minority lies the promise of a

appier, fuller life for the generation of
women now growing up. (UNESCO)

The Sun will

Wdrk for Us

N. Zheleznov.

{The article is based on t
Heliotechnical Laboratory o

was mined ! ’> This sad news, economists

S « The last ton of coal on our planet

s assert, may resound throughout the world
already in 2061, And as far as petroleum
and gas are concerned, the reserves of
these fuels will probably be exhausted
even eatliery say, at the end of the 20¢h

century.

Such an unhappy picture is depicred
by heliotechnicians as soon as the talk
reuches on the prospects of utilizing new
forms of power, and specifically the energy

of solar radiation.

The future generations, and perhaps
the genecation of the present—day school
:hildren, will wonder how our priceless
wealth—the energy of the sun—was un—

economically used. For the sun brings our
an amount of heat which

planet such
would suffice to evaporate the Azov Sea
within  several minutes. The earth

receives in one yeat considerably more

power than is contained in all the world
reserves of power resourcesy excluding of
course, the possible resources of thermo-

nuclear enefgy.

Solar Kitchen and Electrie Station

compelling solar energy
to do useful work (solar kitchens, .bath-
houses and driers) were made back. in th.e
thirties, but at that time work in this
dicection was consideted mou'hkc an
absorbing experiment: the efﬁcunq of
the initial solar transformers working on
metal thermo-elements was (o0 low.
Thanks to the work of the pupils of Fhe
late Academician Ae Ioffe in connection
with the successes scoted by the Physms of
solids. semi-cenductor material ‘have
been obtained 3t the present time~
chermocouples which can provide an effici-

The first units

he anthot's interview with Professor V. Baum, who heads the
f the Power lnxitate, USSR Academy of Sciénces.)

ency coefficient of up to 13 per eent. This
means that the utilisation of solar rays
can hold a worthy place in the country’s
power balance already in the near future.

The staff of the heliotechnical labora-
tory is excited now by the problem of
creating within the next two ot three
years thermoelectric generators which
would become the prototype of the power
plant of the future. The process of the
transformation of emergy there will
proceed as ¢ cleanly, noiselessly and with-
out any human beings’ help’ as when
solar light turas into energy-rich organic

matter in plants.

The second important direction in which
a group of enthusiasts of the laboratory
is now working is the elaboration of
photoelements transforming radiant
energy directly into electricitys Crystals
with given properties obtained by physicists
enabled heliotechnicians to create trans—
formers with an efficiency of as much as
10-11 per cent,

In recent times phetoelements too began
to be used successfully for the transfor-
mation of solat energy directly into
electricicy, Scientists  proposed that
spherical mirrors focusing the rays be used
for increasing the “harvest’ of energy
obtained per unit of the photoelements’
area. The photoelements are cooled by
water to prevent in such cases the inevita-

ble overheating.

The concentration of solar rays as much
as 160.fold led to a 70-fold increase in the
output of electricitys Thus another path
to the conquest of radiant energy has been

discovered.
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Solar Houses

The laboratory is flooded with sunlight.
The sweltering July noon made the huge
windows facing Lenin Prospecr very hot.

3

“ Come back in about two years,” the
staff members of the laboratory joked.
*“ Then we heliotechnical specialists won't
have to feel embarrassed for receiving you
in such a hot room. Special surfacioy
material with the properties of a semi-
conductor put on the window pares will
transform the warm sun tays into (ool.
ness and bring fans and air

moist ners
into aetion.’.

The hosts of the solar l:boratory drew
for us a picture of the morrow of solar
energy: Numerous solar combines will
gather the ‘“ harvest ” of radiart enecyy

THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

throughout the country, and especially in
the countryside of the southern republics.

in the next several years they wil he able
to teiease 60-60 per cent of (he fuel in
smill-scale power consump-iv,: in our

southern arcas, where 860 million reople
live.  These accumulators o' -olar energy
will help set up and expand oases in deserts,
improve the conditions for the growth of
farm crops (heating the ground at times
of frosts, watering the fields with varm
water, creating the best conditions for
vaising such crops like calorellu).

The lielintechnicians enthusiastically
talk about the  solar house project, the
prototype of the future residence. The roof
of such a house will. have additional func-
tions to its main job now : it will serve as
a sort of reception device of an electric
staiton. which will prgvige an avundiance
of energy even for a multistorey house.

Madras State Educations] Conference

The 52nd Madras State Education

May, 1962, at Madras City and will
Vice Chancelior, Sri

About 1(0v delegates from
Conference.

mittee. During the three days ¢

which topics of current acaden,c and
write to the South

For particulars,
puram, Madras 28.

last three days.
Venkatesa University,

al Conference comes off on the L7th
Sri Govindarajuly,
presides over the Conference.

all parts of the State are expected to attend the
About 1 0 members of the teaching profession
City Schools have enrolled themselves as members of the R

from the
eception Coms-

nere will be scctional conferences also at
professional interest will be discussed

India Teachers’ Union, Annamalaj-
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