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EDITORIAL

THE TENTH ASSEMBLY OF THE WCOTP

The Tenth Assembly of the World
Confederation of Organisations of the
Teaching Profession held at New
Delhi in the first week of August 1961
may well be regarded as a landmark
in the history of the world organisa-
tion. Admittedly, a special feature of
this year's assembly is the way in
which the Prime Minister of India
and some of his Cabinet colleagues
interested themselves in its proceed-
ings. There were notable additions to
the list of affiliated national organisa-
tions. 62 countries of its current 75
national constituents sent delegations
to the Assembly. A few associated
national members sent.observers. In
all about 75 countries of the world
were represented at the Conference in
Delhi. Such a wide representation is
no small tribute to the work of the
Executive Officers of the WCOTP.

It is unfortunate that Sir Ronald
Gould, President of the WCOTP, was
prevented from presiding over this
vear's Assembly by the exacting
demands of his own national organisa-
tion which made his stay in England
indispensable. However, it is a matter
for gratificgtion that the Conference
had the benefit of his carefully thought-

out address. The President’s absence.
" of teachers in general.

afforded Sri S. Natarajan, Vice-Presi-
dent, WCOTP, an opportunity to show
India’s potentialities for world leader-
ship in educational matters, both
organisational and academic.

Well may the teaching profession in
India be proud of the efficient and

dignified way in which he conducted
the deliberations c¢f the Assembly.
Sri Natarajan's uncontested re-election
to the Vice-Presidentship for a third
termn in succession is not only an ex-
pression of the confidence and esteem
in which he is held by the delegates
but also an indication of their desire
to honour the teaching profession in
India, which has maintained sobriety,
in spite of the stress and strain to
which it has been constantly subjected.

It is impossible to review adequate-
ly here the many-sided activities of
the WCOTP and its associated world
organisations.  Executive documents,
theme repoits, and reports of (1) re-
presentatives to the international con-
ferences, (2) regional activities, (3)
specialised  commitiees and inter-
national members will be found pub-
lished in 1ihe information brochure
presented to the delegates and obser-
vers. They all make an impressive
and interesting reading. We would
here like to draw the attention of our
readers first to the central idea of the
theme “ Education for Responsibility ”’
and secondly to a few points relating to
the professional and welfare aspects of
the work of the WCOTP which, in our
opinion, deserve grateful appreciation

Education for Responsibility
By means~ of a questionnaire the
views ofs national organizations on the

theme were collected and document-
ed ; on - the basis of this discussions
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were conducted at the Conference in
Delhi. The inaugural address of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru focussed the
attention of the General Assembly on
the kernel of the problem. He chal-
lenged teachers by -asking squarely if
it was not possible to produce good
men and women through the process
of education so that tensions born of
suspicion, hatred and fear might be
eliminated and conditions necessary foi
peaceful existence might be ensured
to people in this atomic age.

Dr. K. L. Shrimali’'s exposition of
the theme was a valuable contribu-
tion, which set the tone of discussion
in the assembly. His was a forth-
right exhortation to teachers to cease
to be neutral in the conflict between
¢ democratic forces and strongly
entrenched forces of reaction’ and
openly align themselves with the
former. He pointed out the need for
subordinating individual interests for
the sake of group welfare, which in
essence is the time-honoured Indian
ideal of Social security.

The resolutions of the tenth assem-
bly of the WCOTP will be found pub-
lished elsewhere in this issue. Empha-
sis is laid on the fact that co-operation
of the various units of social organism
is necessary for the permeation of
correct ideas on Education for res-
ponsibility. We welcome the stress
laid on the need for recognition of
ethical and moral basis of responsibi-
lity. ‘

The WCOTP supports no tame sub-
mission to laws likely to offend human
dignity in any manner whatsoever. Its
call for a revolt against offending laws
is, we believe, a tacit acceptance of the
use of the Gandhian weapon of pas-
sive resistance in order to bring about
a ehange in the old order.

Professional and Welfare Services of
the WCOTP

. Thev WCOTP “aims at gathering
mto. one powerful organization pro-
fesslonfu teachers from all stages of
education, with a view to enabling

them to exert an influence corres-
ponding to the importance of their
social function.”

Its purposes are (i) promotion of
international understanding and good-
will, (it) improvement of {eaching
methods and (iii) establishment of
closer relationships between teachers
in the different countries.

WCOTP is a member of the Non-

governmental  Organisations’ Com-~
mittee of the Unifed Nations Child-
ren’s Fund. It holds consultative

status with the UN, UNESCO, WHO
and FAO. It works with UNESCO on
such projects as mutual appreciation
of Fastern and Western Cultural
values, extension of primary, secondary
and technical education, teaching of
foreign languages, and combating dis-
crimination and prejudice.

For instance the UNESCO concluded
a contract with WCOTP for 1,500
dollars for a study on the treatment of
Asia in Primary School Textbooks in
Europe. WCOTP invited the Inter-
national Federation of Teachers’ Asso-

ciations (IFTA) 1o undertake this
work.

‘Man through his art’ is another
contract for 5,000 dollars. The first
album of the series is proposed to be
published before the end of 1961,

In
thg ser.ies beginning with ¢ Your
friends in Japan’ India and France
have been selected to be featured.

The AIFEA has been asked to prepare
on contact a booklet on India.

The WCOTP Asian Office at New
Delhi has published a *‘Handbook on
Education in Asia, Australia and New
Zealand’ and a ‘Directory of Teach-
ers’ Associations’ in those «areas, i

The programme for Asiatic region
states “ At the request of member
associations, WCOTP will endeavour
to assist administrative strengthening
of national teachers’ associations, in-
cl_uding in particular short-time finan-
cial assistance for the initiation of
the appaintment of full-time general
secretaries by the associations.
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It will thus be seen that WCOTP 1s
fast developing into & force to bg
reckoned with in the promotion of
Education and the improvement of the
status of teachers on a global })a51s.
The next General Assembly will be
held at Stockholm in Sweden and Phe
theme to be discussed is Edpcatlon
in a Technical Age.” We wish the
WCOTP all success in its high endea-
vour.

The Host Committee

Finally, the Host Committ.ee unde‘r
{he Chairmanship of Prof. D. C.
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TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF WCOTP
INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY THE PRIME MINISTER

The following is the text of the
Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru’s inaugural address made while
inaugurating the Tenth General
Assembly of the World Confederation
of Organisations of the Teaching Pro-
fession :

Mr. Chairman, Mr. President, Dis-
tinguished Delegates, Friends: I am
happy fo be here but I am not quite
sure what particular purpose [ serve
here. You are all gathered together
in your capacity as members of g
noble profession, the tleaching profes-
sion, experts in that field and you are
going to discuss the problems of edu-
cation. I can tell you little about it
except, well, my own experiences and
failures in it but I am here in the main
io welcome you on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India and to tell you how
deeply ‘concerned we are with these
problems of education.

I suppose everyone is concerned in
every country because more and more
it is realised that it is through educa-
tion that you can ultimately influence
people’s minds and thereby events. 1|
think in the Preamble of the Consti~
tutipn of UNESCO it is stated that ware
begin in the minds of men. Well], if
wars begin in the minds of men’ as
they surely do, then one has to infly-
ence the minds of mep and women
That seems obvious enough and there-.
fore, whether we look at it from the
harrower point of view of impartiné
education say, in the scientific or
t_echnological fields which s SO essen—l
tial or other fields, the basic thing
that should be necessary is to direct
people towards thinking in termsg of let
us say, peace and co-~operation apd
understanding and not in terms of the
type of internationa] life that we lead

today which ig partly
V governed
approach of cold war., % by the

‘problems

I am not venturing to go into the
rights or wrongs of these questions but
of' one thing I am quite certain in my
mind that any kind of approach to
problems which is coloured by the
outlook of fear and hatred is a bad
approach and the approach of the cold
war is essentially an approach of fear
and hatred.

You meet today to discuss these
here when in the world
there are very serious, grave pro-
blems at issue and no man can say
what may descend upon us in the
course of the next few months, It iy
a difficult and very delicate situation
and yet perhaps the very difficulty of
the. situation may lead us to think
furiously as to what iy wrong with aour
thinking — not ours here, but gene-
rally everywhere, Something must be
wrong. On the one hand, we arvive
at the conclusion that education must
hecessarily bhe the way to solve tl;e
\y()x‘l(i‘s problems . practieal educa-
(t)lloq whethecll- it is scientific, technical
CIn regard to t itieg
that i« o%vious, he humanities, All

But we fing that the most highly
educated natione and peoples in the
world, who have alj the advantages of
technical education, advantages of
education in humanities and who have
succeeded in a large measure in getting
I’ld'Of some of the ancient evils from
which humanity has suffered ljke
poverty, etc., in another content not
only do not get on with ‘each other

but are full of violent hostilj
stilit vards
each other, 1ty towards

Now, that i the result of different
t_ypes of education or lack of educa-
ton ? Does the education lead to
greater hostility in spite of greater
undgrstanding ? Itisa problemuwhiCh
1 wﬂ_l submit to you deserves consi-
deration. [ am quite sure that educa-
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tion is essential and I am not decry-
ing education but the fact is educa-
tion or, if I may say so, that the type
of education that we have had has not
led to that peaceful and co-operative
international approach which has be-
come so essential to the world’s growth
or even to the world’s survival. That
troubles me.

And in thinking about our own edu-
cational problems in this country —
as we do very often, even a layman
like me — we may argue as to grea-
ter stress sometimes on scientific
training, technological training or may
stress, as my colleague Prof. Huma-
yun Kabir did here, I believe yester-
day here or somewhere, about huma-
nities, the importance of the huma-
nities. I entirely agree with him but
the fact remains that in spite of all
this scientific training plus training in
the humanities we have arrived at a
stage, taking the world as a whole,
when we are bitterly hostile to each
other.

Is this some kind of a fate which
we cannot get rid of and so we have
to see this tragic drama unfold itsglf
and be helpless spectators of it in spite
of the tremendous advances that we
have made, in- spite of our education
and the great civilisations that have
been built up ? What is wrong ? How
can we deal with this situation ? It is
obviously not enough merely to blame
somebody for it. Somebody may be
guilty, may be wrong. Somebody else
blames the other party and so it be-
comes a competition in casting blame.

Whoever may be blamed, it does not
solve the problem. It does not create
the conditions, the atmosphere for the
solution of the problem. Problems may
be difficult and they are indeed very
difficult. But the first necessary thing
for their solution is an atmosphere
which is helpful in considering them
or in solving them. That very atmos-
phere is absent.

How far does education help in
creating that atmosphere I venture to
submit that it is worthy of your con-

side.ration. You are going to discuss
lraining for responsibility which is a
very good and desirable subject, an
important subject that we, each indi-
vidual have a measure of responsibi-
lity in discharging his obligations and
duties. We claim rights but no right
is ever divorced from a duty or an
obligation and it is right that we shouid
be trained in that.

But still responsibility for what ?
Responsibility for doing an odd job.
Well, this is one thing and very neces-
sary. Responsibility %o our fellow
citizens, our neighbour, responsibility
for not only our neighbour but the
man who lives the next door to him,
may be further away, may be in an-
other country, national responsibility
or international because the world as
it is too compact, too close together
for us to ignore or to live apart from
anyone else. The whole concept of
national sovereignty indeed bcomes
weaker and weaker when you indulge
in flying across numerous countries in
a jet plane in a few hours and more
so when you are on the threshold of
the space age, all this business of
national boundaries becomes rather
out of date and yet our minds func-
tion in that previous age which is
past, looking at things in a narrow
way, narrow even from the nationalist
concept.

In spite of all our growth a certain
tribalism clings to us. In India we
have the misfortune to have caste
which is a kind of a continuation of
tribalism and which has done us
enormous injury in the past and today
we are trying to get rid of it. There
is no such thing as caste elsewhere but
something resembling the consequen-
ces of a narrow tribal outlook still
govern nations, even the highly civi-
lized nations and they look upon the
world as some kind of a projection of
their own thinking and when the
world does not function in that way,
one is dissatisfied, angry, why does
not it do it.

Well, the world is a very varied
place, a very delightful place, I think



218 _ THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

a very beautiful place but a place
which is pot uniform. It differs.
Human 'beings differ, their thinking
differs, even to some extent their urges
differ although in many matters they
may be similar and this concept of
introducing a measure of uniformity

everywhere, regimenting people’s
thinking or living to one mould,
neither

easy nor, I think, desirable.
Therefore, one has to come to the con-
clusion that there are many ways of
living, many ways of thinking al-
though there may be cammon
bonds in them.

In fact there are many ways, many
facets of the truth we seek and not
the only one which we, in our limited
minds, have only very partially grasp-~
ed. It is a basic issue how far we
think in our pride, that we possess the
ultimate understanding or truth or
reality and the way of life in every-
thing and therefore how far it is up
to us to impose it upon ‘others,

Well, in the background of India
with all our infinite number'of fail-
ings, we have been rather tolerant in
our outlook and we have thought that
truth has many faces and no one has
a monoply of them, no country, no
individual and therefore that does heln

in making one a little tolerant of others
who differ.

It creates, as I said, an atmosphere
where we can get on with others,
Whether that is helpful or not, 1 do
not know. But that of course, does
not mean necessarily that we should
get on with something which we con-
sider thoroughly evil. That too 1s

wrong. So all those difficult questions
arise.

But basicaily the question that does
arise is that in this world we have 1o
tolerate each other and we must not
imagine that it is our duty to push
somebody aside or to sit on his chest
and force him to do as we would like
him to do." If perhaps that aspect of
life was a little more understood or
appreciated, it would help a little at
least in lessening the conflicts of today.
But whether perhaps these conflicts

are even more or even deeper and we
have to go through this phase oi con-
flict today in order to arrive at some
greater syntheses, I do not know.

But it does surprise me thal while
education is obviously desirable, in-
evitable and essential, I do not find
the educated persons always so desir-
able. He is often, in spite of his edu-
cation, rather narrow-minded anid
throws his weight about on others
whom he considers inferior to him,
whether he does it as an individual, as
a group or as a nation, bui be does it.
And in some ways he has got in spite
of his education, rather u closed mind.
He does not look into other peoples
minds, peep into it and understand it
because he starts with the presump-
tion that he has got all that he wants:
to have in his mind and does not open
it to others’ impressions. That surely
cannot be a good result of education.
Education should open the mind and
enable a person to understand other

human beings and be understood by
them.

I am merely putting come ideas he-
fore this distinguished assembly {for
them to think about because 1 have ne
answers o these questions. It ig easy
to frame questions and very  dijticull
to- find answers and ullimately  oue
tries to deal with particular problems,
one faces them to {he best of one’s
ability and does not try to solve pro-
blems which may come later.

Our problems in this couniry are
dominated by certain factors.  The
biggest one of them being just poverty
and all the numerous progency  of
poverty. 1 do not think that all the
economic growth in the world, which
is sorvery desirable, can by itself solve
problems. There has to pa something
else, something  outside the purely
€conomic sphere, call it what you like,
call it ethical, moral, spiritual. But
the fact remains | think, that morality,
ethics and  spirituality have a pretty
feeble foundation if they are laid on
boverty. You cannot base any growth
on poverty. You have to deal with
the physical aspect and give the neces-
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sary, the primary necessities of life tcf
human beings before they can grO.W',
it may, of course, be quite a possibi-
lity that i there is tno great'an‘abun—
dance of the good things of life 1.‘r, may
coarsen the fibre of human being or
the group and the finer aspects of life
may cscape him in that very abun-.
dance.  But that is a fear which d(sgs
not affcel this country at present 1r1‘
any way. I do not know ahout other
t:r)L.nm'i(?s;. We have not got tbe essen-
twls  of  life  adeguately dxstrlbu'ged
among our people. So.we'_have 1n—
cvitably to draw up big Five Yeal)
Plans and the like trying to raise the
standard: of our péople and give thené
there primary necessities of llf‘e, :;l)nt
that js a problem not of Ind.)ar H\{le
many couniries in Asin and Afncg i o
India which are under-developed th_
in the past have not had the oppo};‘_u
nities for development and catching
up to the modern world.

But we aire doing that. _It invo].ve.s
a tremendous cffort .'m(.l‘ 1_111stakes mv(i
made and many fine deciions that ’wﬂt,
make and plans thil we draw upfaue:
not. fully realised. We have to ;cm
s11 this and yet go on and V]ay the
feundations for a happim‘t C«xmten(f ton
our people. 1 think that the ]a:st eo
or twelve years have shown th‘:i w(;
are going ahead with some conﬁf inip
and with some assurance of the u :r:
that we are building but it is 116(;7_5_
theless going to be tremendously difft
cult task.

Now in doing all this I am alévariz
laying stress not only on th;ni aue;
and factories and modern techniq *
— that of course we are dplng—-;] r
technical and scientific gducatlon 3nd
the humanities but on this backgro ind
we try to .— with more or less s .
cess — emphasise the rr{amt.enancli ?S
certain ethical value; in life. s
easy enough to proclaim thgt bud ;-1 ‘1”
not too easy to act up to it an t?
to bring it in the case of edgca ion
is still more difficult because 11;. miy
often happen that‘what you try to
teach with great vigour resul,ts in a
reaction against it in the th‘pils némc:
who is forced to do something out o

thinking in a particular way. Bqt that
is your outlook, that is your job or
guestion which you have to solve.

My point was here we are struggling
with our people who are, as you know,
430 millions, a very large number of
the earth’s population. It is a big pro-
blem, raising 430 million people ;;m'd
when you think of India and India’s
problems ‘always remember that we
have to face 430 million problems. We
look upon this question not in some
kind of a way, isolated from the indi-
viduals because those individuals in
their millions are before our eyes l?ut
thinking is directed towards raising
them, bringing them outl of the tradi-
tional, in some ways a semi-leudaj,
structure into modern forms, modern
structures. The mere size of the pro-
blem is staggering and if you look
deep into it it becomes mare difficult.

Yet it is being done and then I think
with a measure of success though we
often stumble and fall ; we make miz-
takes but I think we shall succeed and
even as we go on working there we
think of other things. Yes. Wec shall
succeed in providing enough food gnd
clothing and housing and education
and work and all that.

What then ? Where does the country
aim at? What picture of the future
have we in our minds ? What picture
do we wish to project into our peo-
ple’s minds of the future, the futgre
of which we see gradually developing
all over the world, a future of very
close international co-operation ? It is
otherwise just international destruc-
tion. 'There is nothing in between.

All these problems come up before
us. If you are interested as my collea-
gue, Mr. Sharma said, you can havg a
glimpse into our thinking and the Fzye
Year Plan Report, it has appe.ared.m
various forms previously. It is gomg:
to come out very soon in a few days
time in its relatively final form. There
is nothing final about it because we
can always change it from year to year
but at the moment that does repre-
sent our thinking and the nature pf
the problems we face and you will
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find in that how much importance we
{nttach to education and may I say that
In spite of many failings in our educa-
tional system, for which we are fre-
quently criticised and rightly criticis-
ed, the mere fact that in India today
abput 45 million boys and girls are
going to schools and colleges is a solid
fact to remember and that every year
you add a couple of millions to this
to?al. In five years time the figuve
will probably be somewhere between
60 and 65 millions and thus education
not only in the cities Is spreading, in
the. villages and spreading more ,es-
pecially among the girls of the villa-
ges — a factor of great revoiutionary
significance. That is affecting and will
aﬁect more and more the life of the
villagers.

So th.ese big revolutionary changes
are taking place in the minds of thc;
people apart from others in agricul-
turen — in agriculture which is be-
commg a little more modernised
anq industries and power. Edu-
cgtlon, I think, is the most revolu-
tionary factor in India and is changing
the face of India. It is not so sud-
denly obvious but any person who goes
and sees the changes taking place is
tremendously impressed by it.

ngl. that is happening and that wil]
continue to happen but the basic pro-
blem tp which I referred right in the
beglm}mg remains for us. The pro-
ble.m Is that even where the best edu-
cation is given we are producing a

pugnacious type of humanity, not a
co-operative type. Now, how to get
rid of this rather narrow approach
which can only lead to conflict and
gonﬂwt today is naturally and exceed-
ingly a dangerous thing.

May be all this is a little beyond the
subject of “your deliberations but in
some way or other they must touch
1t.  Education for responsibility. Yes.
Responsibility to run some business,
to. run some big concern, to run your
village or whatever jt may be. It is
true but ultimately to produce a per-
son who can run himself properly, not
others 50 much. .

And from the most ancient days the
philosophers and great men have told
us that the basis of rea] education is
to. know  yoursell — whafever that
might mean -- and sometimes it
appears that in our quest for know-
ledgc we achieve, we acquire a moun:
tain of learning without much wis~
dom and so we do not know either
ourselves or others although we may
c_ollect an enormous amount of statis.-
tical data about how much people eat
and what they eat and what they do
We have big books about statisticai
data, economic gand others and vet
that  quality of human wisdom n;av'
bg Tacking and if that is lacking theil
d)fﬁgtﬂﬁﬂs oceur. How to produce this
quallt.\f — & louch of wisdom l.n our
edugat,lonal apparatus ?  Well, it ig a
T whi ig av
gh(;rfiiﬁg»v;;rﬂ?nm wotthy of your study.

“ EDUCATION FOR RESPONSIBILITY >

ADDRESS BY
DR. K. L. SHRIMALI

Union Minister for Education

Mr. President, I am indeed grateful
to you for having invited me to address
the Conference of teachers organised
under the auspices of the World Con-
federation of Organisations of the
‘Teaching Profession. I am particularly
happy that this Conference is  being
‘held in Delhi. It gives an opportunity
to our teachers to exchange ideas with
the: members of the teaching profes-
sion from sll over the world. As you
may be aware, we are at present en-
gaged in the gigantic task of provid-
ing educational facilities to millions of
children and young people., Wé have
to learn a greal deal from your expe-
rience. I hope this Conference gives
you also an opportunity to see some of
our problems and difficulties af first
‘hand. It may be that our problems
o not concern you directly but living
‘as we are in an interdependent world.
‘we cannot live in isclation from each
other. The richer and more advanced
countries have an obligation towards
‘the under-developed countries which
are struggling at present to give the
hasic necessities of life to their peo-
ple—food, clothing, shelter and educa-
tion. During the years following the

" last world war, there has been a grea-

ter realisation -among the more ad-
vanced countries that it is their moral
responsibility to assist the under-deve-
loped - couptries;. We would be un-
grateful if we did not recognise the
basic - sentiment of generosity which
motivates the more advanced coun-
tries to assist those which are less
fortunate. There is-a genuine desire
-among the people of advanced coun-
tries to see- -that - the peoples of the
under-developed -countries are enabled
to. enjoy- the benefits of freedom from
want-and disease, so that they-may

2

better enjoy the blessings of liberty.
It cannot be denied at the same time
that there 1s sometimes a hesitation
among the recciving countries to re-
ceive aid. The countries which have
recently attained their freedom from
foreign domination are naturally
sensitive and even wary of receiving
foreign assistance lest it might lead
them to lose intiative through over-
dependence on external help. It is the
appreciation of these psychological
factors that suggests that the best
course would be to channel all assist-
ance through international agencies,
but this can happen only when all the
rich countries pool their resources and
share the burden according to their
capacity.

One of the major causes of tension
among the nations is economic in-
equality. Two-thirds of the world's
population lives in under-developed
countries where the masses of the peo-
ple struggle daily for bare subsistence
and a tiny minority only can afford to
live in comfort and even luxury. It
is only by removing this radical dis-
parity that we can attain greater poli-
tical stability in the world. Science
has placed at the disposal of man un-
limited resources which if properly
utilised and distributed equitably
among the peoples of the world, can
eradicate poverty, hunger, disease and
illiteracy from the world and usher -in
a new era of peace and prosperity.: It
is tragic that just at the moment when
through international co-operation and
good-will man could fight against ail
the sotial evils, he should be engaged
in. the task of self-destruction. - The
prasent situation of the world. there-
fore throws a ‘tremendous  responsibi-
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lity on the teachers. If the world is to
be saved from the impending disaster,
they must commit themselves un-
equivocally to a world order in which
no nation is allowed to repudiate its
professions of peace. In this hour of
crisis, it is the highest and the most
urgent obligation of teachers to expose
the conflicts between narrow national-
ism and a rational and responsible
international order. The present crisis
in which the world finds itself today
can only be averted through the crea-
tion of a world order in which appeal
to reason would have replaced resort
to violence and persuasion would
govern the relations of men with one

another. This is the most urgent
necessity as well as the greatest
opportunity. It is the crucial moment

of choice. Any programme of educa-
tion which aims at developing res-
ponsibility among the citizens must
make the people aware of dangers
which confront civilisation. There
iIs a passionate longing for peace
among the vast majority of people all
over the world and it is the respon-
sibility of education to create the
strength of will and determination
among these people so that may be
able to stand up against those who
believe that war is the only means for
resolving  differences among the
nations. Education cannot, shirk the
responsibilities ‘of peace. The ajter-

native to peace is total destruction of
civilisation.

It should be one of the important
tasks of education to prepare the
younger generation to equip itself for
the new responsibilities which it will
have to face in the twenty-first cen-
tury. The social and political organi-
sations in the world have already
undergone tremendous changes in the
first half of the {wentieth century and
we may witness further transforma-
tion during the remaining period of
this century. It will be hazardous and
presumptuous to predict the future

urse of events but if we are to judge

m the present trends of the world,

cannot escape the conclusion that
the dge of individualism ang laissez-

faire is gone, once for all, and a new
age with its emphasis on the group,
is emerging. A citizen of the modern
society must learn to limit his own
freedom to enhance the freedom of
the society. The individual left to him-
self cannot resolve the contradictions,
conflicts and frustration which are
found among people everywhere in
the world. The old economic order
based on the profit motive and per-
sonal gain is giving way to new social
forms as a means of realising the full
possibilities of development both for
the individual and the community. The
choice before us is not between indi-
vidual freedom and collectivism but
between a collectivism regulated by a
dictatorship and a collectivism which
is the outcome of democratic planning.
In a planned society the individual is
asked to curtail his freedom in order
that the masses of people may enjoy
greater political and economic free-
dom. In the long run the individual
will realise his true freedom and fulfil
his social responsibilities more effec-
tively by identifying himself with the
group as a whole, It is only when the
individual identifies himsel{ with the
group and subordinates his own natr-
row interest to that of the group
that he s truly free and  acts in
a responsible manner, Planning which
restricts  individual  selfishness - and
greed is not only not opposed to the
democratic way of life but is, in fact,
the very basis of democratic action in
the social sphere,

Education has a vital role to play if
people are to assume their share of
responsibility for bringing into exist-
ence a planned society through demo-
cratic procedures. Education in the
past has been concerned mainly with
perpetuating hitherto dominant cul-
tural structures, habits and attitudes.
If the transition from the individualis-
tic to the planned society is to take
blace smoothly, education should re-
build the habits and attitudes of the
people. It must make people aware of
the confliets and tensions that per-
meate our society and develop in them
strength ang courage to . eliminate
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them. Education should becorr}e the
main instrument for the realisation of
the goals which have been acceptgd by
the community. It should place before
them a clear picture of the society
which they propose to build up and at
the same time show them the way for
bringing it into being.

Education for responsibility requires
on the part of teachers an ungqt{xvocal
commitment to the democx‘at}q ideals.
In the face of a continuing crisis when
the democratic forces are carrying on
a relentless struggle against the‘stron?-
ly entrenched forces of reaction, t.le
teaching * profession cannot rem.al.n
neutral. It is its duty and rfespo'nsxbx—f
lity to make a critical exarr.xmatpn o
the contradictions and conﬂxc_ts m}ue\l—
ent in the present economic sysiem
and help in the construction of 11(va
batterns better adapted to the ‘e‘mu(;
gent world. It must tully undex.stan.
and recognise the corporate and mtel:
dependent character of the copterr(l)f
porary order and the transformation o
values inherent in the change-ov
from the individualistic to‘ the; collec-
tive economy. It must .raxs.e its volce
against racial discrimination, _rerfl:
nants of colonialism, narrow natu?@
lism and all those anti-democratic

forces which create tension and con-
flicts in the world. It must give strong
support to the common people who
have begun to assert themselves anfi
are Dbeginning to discover their
strength. If education is to be the
instrurnent of social change, teachers
cannot remain conlent in an attitude
of vacillation and uncertainty. They
must show greater devotion and loyalty
to democratic purposes. They mu§t
not only take sides but give leadership
to the democratic forces in the world
—in Africa and Asia, which ave strug-
gling for the freedom of the common
man. They must harness these forces
for bringing into exislence greater
human solidarity and peace. Educa-
tional profession will become an effgc—
t>ive instrument for the safeguarding
of civilisation only to the degree that
teachers are courageous, purpose.ful and
united. They will be succegsful in edu-
cating the younger generation for res-
ponsibility only to the extent that

they understand their own responsi-
bility towards the society.
May 1 thank you once again,

Mr. President, for having gi\(en me
this opportunity to address tl.ns Con-
ference on the subject which is of
vital importance for the whole world.

REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION A

Education for responsibility grox}:’s
out of the convictions held by ttcle
society with regara to 'fundar?'nin a
moral, spiritual and rational va ueii.
These values include the worth an
dignity of every person apd the neces-
sity of helping every chlld to becomc;
the best person he 1s capable. 0
becoming. However, th_e.same princi-
ple that recognizes ind1v1du§11_f.reed;:oln}c
also emphasizes the responsibility tO at
each person bears towards others. uf
of such principles come patterns o
family-living, the development of }awi
and the establishment of educationa

systems. It is imperative thgrefore
that school programs recognize the
needs of the culture of their respec-
tive community as well as these of the
individual. Teachers should bg allert
to the ways and means by which the
acceptance of and regard for respon-
sibility are brought about' The com-
plexity of the forces aﬁectu}g students
in all parts of the world points up the
urgency for teachers to @emonstra}te
by example as well as by direct teach-
ing their respect for these funda:men-
tal values, their concern for service t.o
others, and their willingness to parti-
cipate in civie affairs.



994 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

To this end, WCOTP believes that :

I
The teacher should recognize the
importance of :
(a) the fundamenta! moral and

spiritual values on which just
law, family and society are
based ;
{b) the inculcation of a right atti-
tude to and a respect for law ;
(¢) the development of a critical
attitude so that the individual
retains the right to object to
and/or amend the law ; and
(d) the encouragement of an en-
quiring mind to help the indi-
vidual make sound judgments.
(e) action in accordance with the
principles underlying the Decla-
ration of Human Rights.

II

A school atmosphere should include
a maximum of support, encourage-
ment and acceptance and a minimum
of fear, criticism and rejection. It
should likewise be based on respect
for learning and on good human rela-
tions among administrators, teachers
and students. Such an atmosphere
would develop and foster a sense of
responsibility.

It

(a) It is essential that the school
program should be so designed
as to: .

(i) Develop an understanding
of how the society and its
adminjstrative set up func-
tions ;

(ii) Develop an understanding
of the rights and responsi-
bilities of the citizens ;

(iii) Provide practice in the
development of syuch qua-
lities as acceptance of laws
and regulations, co~-opera-
tive work and team spirit,
self-reliance, qualities of
leadership and a general
sense of fellowship.

(iv) Develop a sense of

' 2 s econo-
mic responsibility, ’

(b) Such activities should form an

integral part of curricular and.

extra-curricular
the schools.

{¢) They should also be planned to

suit the levels of age and abili-
ties. ‘

programs in

v

If the teaching profession is to be:

in a position to meet its responsibili-
ties, it is essential that society in gene-
ral and employing authorities in parti-
cular accept their responsibilities to
see that :

(a) the economic and social status
of teachers is raised to a level
commensurate with the im-
portance of the profession ;

(b) the training of teachers meet:

high standards in breadth and

depth to ensure professional:
competence ;
(c) the responsible teacher must

l_oe free to use his capacities and
intiative to the utmost in order
to be effective in educating

youth to assume their responsi-
bility.

(d) that materia] tacilities are pro-
vided to enable hoth teachers
and pupils to work with maxi-
mum eﬂ"ectiveness;

(e) the work-load of the teacher be
S0 regulated as to ensure both
the physical and menta] health
of the teacher and the efficient
discharge of hig duties.

v

Realizing that
ponsibility will net
all children are brought up to under-
stand and appreciate different cul-
ture_s and to live together as single
family, wcoTp recommends that all
r{lember organizations of WCOTP con-
tinue to develop resources and pro-
grams to increase mutual understand-.

ing between the. Peoples and nations
We represent, by

education

for res-
be complete unless.
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ivin arents and pupils a

@ fenseg o? responsibility in this
area ; .

(b) providing  opportunities  for
parents to meet for discussion
leading to understanding ;

(¢) helping the family, the school
and the community tot recog-
nize local talent and to malfe
use of these talents in the,n‘
different groups, such as PTA’s,
women’s organizations, and
civic groups ; _

(d) encou%agirll)g correspondence bet-
ween school children and bet-
ween ieachers;

(e) encouraging programs
liation between our
and

raging the exchange of

@ i?sggntf, %eachers and ?ultural

groups among the countries.

of affi-
schools ;

It is very urgent that the teachef‘i
be informed through .t'he teacheiu:3
organizations of possjbllltles t.o rece ;d
assistance from various national aO
international sources such as UNESC .
Continuous co-operation Wltll these
agencies should be encouraged.

VI

The Assembly expresses the v;(;::;
{hat those responsible for the _c'otn o
of mass media in' the comm‘ur‘lll.ty o
today have a grave responslb(xi i yfor
the community to (;Jse ;&S;ln;l ‘;:nce—

. educational and cu -
g;znte (z)f society and stropgly co;lden;rel:
the misuse of such media in tle_e rI; -
sent emphasis upon sensgtlongtlsmust
sex, crime and misbehavior ; 1 mue
be an aim of the teacher to tfeathese
correct appreciation and use ©

media.

o

RESOLUTION B

This Assembly expres;es lt‘shdiﬁi
concern at the situatlon. in whic lQes
British teachers are finding then_lsg .
in regard to their salary nego’ga}xon ,

g2

and expresses its lope that a §atis-
factory settlement will be achieved
through the good offices of the salary
negotiations machinery, namely the
Burnham Committee.

Resorution C

This General Assembly urges upon
ihe Executive Committee to take steps
{o ensure that WCOTP mgmber orga-
nizations actively  associate them-
selves with the FAO "Erom—Hunger
Campaign ” and assist their 1-espec§1ve
governments in the measures they
iake in this regard, such as grow more
food campaigns, food and nufrition
weeks, etc., and further take steps to
provide for their childre.n whglesome
and nutritious food, including the
supply of milk.

REsOLUTION D

This General Assembly requests the
Executive Committee to take such
action as is possible to give effect to
the WCOTP/FISE Agreement ef July
1958, emphasizing as a first step
towards understanding a full exchange
of information regard?ng the program,
purposes and activities of the two
organizations.

RESOLUTION E

Believing that teachers’ org.aniza-
tions have a vital role to play in en-
abling teachers to discharge their r;i-,
ponsibilities, this Qeneral Agsem t)
requests the Executive Commztt.ee 0
secure the assistance of .the m!:er—
national organizations, United Natmn?
and UNESCO, to request member gov
ernments to ensure

1. to the teachers the right to form
associations ;
t to dis-

2. to their lead



A REVIEW OF THE EDUCATIONAL
EDITORS’ WORKSHOP

By G. SRINIVASACHARI

Educational Editors’ Workshop is an
annual feature of the General Assem-
bly of the World Confederation of
Organisations of the Teaching Profes-
sion.  Its main purpose is to improve
the quality of educational journals.

- On  the occasion of the Tenth
Assembly at Vigyan Bhavan, New
Delhi, the Workshop was Inaugurated
by Dr, K. L. Shrimali, Minister for
Education, Government of India. 1t
was in session from July 27 to 31,
1961. Editors and representatives of
journals from twenty-three countries

of the world participated in the Work-
shop.’

In his welcome address, Prof. D. C,
Sharma, reviewed the work of educa-
tional journals in India and put in a
powerful plea for organising in-service
training for educational editors.

In his inaugural address, Dr. K. L.
Shrima]i stressed the necessity  of
catering to the real needs of various
grades of teachers. He pleaded for the
pursuit of some definite educational
philosophy in journals intended for
practising teachers.

Dr. Paul S. Welty, Assistant Secre-
tary General of the WCOTP ex-
plained clearly the purpose of the
workshop, which, in a broad manner
of saying, was to pbromote effective
communication of educational ideals
and realities among the members of
the teaching profession in the world,
His concluding words ‘ We are here to
work’ had a deep influence on the
participants, "

Mr. G. C. Chatterjee’s address on
‘Role of Education Press’ introduced
the Participants to their fask. His out-
spoken objection to nationalisation of
text-books raised for consideration
problems -on choice - of sybject matter

-

and tone of texi-books, but the con-
census of opinion was that the subject
lay outside the initial scope of the
workshop and might be brought up
for discussion later, if time permitted.
In fact, there was no time for such a
diseussion.

The first plenary session met with
Sri S, Natarajan, Vice-President of
the WCOTP in the chair, and dis-
cussed problems of finance and admi-
nistration. Discussion in the ‘main
related to the following types of jour-
nals : —

(1) those which depended complete-

ly or almost completely on
advertisements ;
(2) those depending largely on

funds allocated by their organi-
sations from membership subs-
criptions ;

(3) those which were commercially
independent and were sold in
the open market for journals ;

(4) those which were subsidised in
various forms by Government.

In view of the wide variety of ap-
broach to educational journalism it
was impossible to arrive at any single
conclusion on problems of finance and
administration facing the journals.

The view was put forward that edi-
tors needed technical advice on pro-
duction methods, particularly, format,
layout, use of colour, line, space and

illustrations. These techniques are
how learnt largely by experience,
which may be described as hit-and-

miss method. In this connection it
should be mentioned that ° Handbook
for Editors of Educational Journals’
3 booklet prepared by the specialised
committee on educational journalism of
the WCOTP, was given to the parti-
cipants gg reading material. This con-

‘were taken in
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tains the type of practica} informat’icgr;
needed by editors to 1mprove
quality of their work. ‘ '

It was agreed that the‘c1rcu1at1.on oﬁ
a journal depended on (i) the size g-
the teachers’ union of whlch.the Jfo‘tlhe
nal is an organ, (it) the policy © he
editor and (iii) content, for@;t taion
business acumen of the proauc
staff. '

During the next, day session k(Jul;f
28th), Dr. G. 5. Krishnayya spc(): ethcé-
“ Editorial Content” and Mlss;:' va o
rine Fletcher, Editor, Educe zofn e
Teaching, spoke on * Problems o -
ting and Writing . The fgrmer e'?pials
sised the need for inspired gdl_ or !
and the latter pleaded fO'Y mlsi?flz:h}(;
zeal in educational journahsm;‘nittee e

ici into com
articipants went 1n ~
giscuss points raised by the Jectutérls._

On the balance of items .ané re ad
tion of local journals to national _arv:rs
international journals divergent vie X
were expressed. There was agreemen

j i ints 1 —
on the following poin A o N
An educational edilor 1s responsi
ble first to his reader.j' who arc mem-
rs of the organisation ;

b‘-ZZc(()md to the advancement of.

education in general ; L

third, to the community : an;i s
fourth, to the employers ©

‘eaders. _ '

;’ractical exercises given tlo 13[1:
participants were very useful. . a_.
G. R. Ashbridge, Secretary, New Ze 3
l;'nd .Educational Institute, evaluatec

Wwers. . ‘
th?I‘}?: Ssecond day’s session ended wlélt?
a pleasing tea party given k()l'y Pub-.
N. B. Cooper, Director, Allie
is . New Delhi. ,
hu'}ll‘;res session on the third day begag
with a talk on ‘ Finance—Income an
Costs’ by Mir. Ricardo Castro (Phﬂ’%'
pine;). This was followe(.i by Mr. .E. es.
Franklin’s recital of his expcfrlle;.can
in running the journa} of. nhzd
Educationl’. Then Mr. Hiroshi Yoshida,
WCOTP Publication Officer, Tc;kici)s,
gave an entertaining talk abou
own experiences.

In the afternoon the
groups

participant$
to visit the

inting works of the ‘ Times of India’.
prlgrtxl tgl;le fourth day of‘ the Workshop
Miss Margaret Benjamin under .the
title * What to look for’ gave a rcv1evY
of publications of part;mpants. «le
C. M. Abbot of the United Statesuo
America presided. ~Every one"of 4 he
participants gave hlls or her 1111p1§s-
sions on publications studied pre-
viously.

In the afternoon there was a gene-
ral discussion on ‘Internatmne:l EC}S;
ponsibilities’ led by Mr. G. R. ;t~
bridge. This session was very thougd‘ -
provoking. There was a lively dis-
cussion on the Issue whether Iiano-
rama was fulfilling its function as t}??
organ of the WCOTP or not. This
guestion was talked ot}t. The sugges-
tion that matters relating to the _welc-l
fare of teachers should be publishe

in Panorama was left to the consi~
deration of the WCOTP,
The closing session, Monday the

31s 1961, was a memorab_le
iiz;sf(;gy Prof. D. C. Sharma Wa's»tm
the chair. Dr. B. V. Keskar, Mll’ll% er
for Information and Brgadcastx;mhg,
Covernment of India, dehvored‘t‘ e
valedictory address. Selegted partici-
pants summarised in their own way
results of the Workshop. .

Mention must be made of‘ Sri Mf
Doraiswamy who, as Co-ordinator o
the Workshop, made careful arrange‘-
ments for the day to day v_vork. ‘

The Workshop afforded a splendldv
opportunity for Editors to get to k_n'mjn
6ne another’s problems,

If any one were to ask me ‘W?}?t
is the net purport and upsho‘c‘oizY 5
Workshgp ?" 1 would ans"zve}. €
must have been in it o feel it. -

1 have no doubt that the ;ﬂmrtxcx}-}
pants parted from one anothe;, t§a§0
with the feeling, “I legl‘nt muck iy
my work better. I tried to flxe N
fellow editors the best I could. fne o

Finally, it is incumbent onb e
thank The Rev. D. Than;x7 u and,
Editor, The South Ind.z_a,n -Ieac er:3 g
his colleagues for having given gnI Lo
opportunity to represent the S.L.1. ‘
Journals at the: Workshop. -

e —



TIRUCHI CONFERENCE

By “ENESPEE ”

Thgt hundreds of teachers belonging
tq different grades and pertaining to
different colleges and schools spread
over our entire State gathered, con-
versed and projected their problems,
professional as well as academic anci
~ thereby created and mobilised ;;ublic
opinion in favour of their various de-
max}ds goes by itself a significant
achievement and that 51 of such con-
ferences have been convened and pro-
jected through does but speak to the
credit of the SIT.U. and its office-
bearers, past and present. Teachers, as
»parjc and parcel of the en]ighte;led
society, share the merits and demerits
of th'e community. Trade unionism 15
as alien to their nature -as it ig woeful
‘Yet.as those who believe in the maxim.

Raise Yourself by your own efforts’
have to impress upon the power;
tha?: be that they deserve, by dint of
their action and pursuit, better treat-
ment and position. This, as hitherto
fore, they exhibited in ample measur;
and with great success at Trichy.

The three-day deliberations began
with the opening of the Conference
and the Presidential address thereof
on Thursday the 11th May 1961 Thi;
year’s president was Sri T. p -Srini:
vasavaradhan, M.L.C, a veteran amon
practising educationists. The addresi
was, to.say the least, as comprehen-
sive as it was erudite. Besides stress-
ing the need for maintaining profe
sional standards as a ‘sine qua no:’
of our community’s well-being, h
dwelt at length on the pattern o% the
§ducatlonal structure that has been ss
dz;-e ::; ﬁzygrx:]lolg of dthe politicians and

) iassed and i

':ugges'gmns towards bringinlgmz—;1 lg‘e,:::i
o reality and perfection. (A verbatim
report of the speech may have been
perused through in the press as well as
in this journal) 'The opening of an
»exhl]omon which was a fine treat
the intellect, was condutted by Sri MO

P:laniyandi, M.P. of Trichy. His speech

‘thWEd that of late, legislators other
an t}_mse representing the teaching

?}fofesslon have also a warm corner for
e amelioration of thesg

brethren of theirs. © unfortuna®

Quite in contrast to the iti
connected with the functisgzm:cflt;i
accounted and with an agreeable degree"
of informality and liberty, the sectio-
nal conferences were con’vened. The
(t)}rlle on elementary education debated

e achievements and failures of the
gl:nch-llnvcl)osted basic system of educa-
tion. tany of the speakers expressed

€ view that it had wrought enough
damages. beyond repair and it was
1Vv\‘/;f)ir;?thtwhlle to revise, reconsider and
solidc b.or% steps that would ensure a
sol aulaI.s ;or the succeeding lay-outs.
An -india  pattern and procedure
. s uncalled for and the vocational
aspect of the system was highly un-
wc;rthy and‘ little effective. Lgaving
:)éxhotl;at designed role to multipurpose
sch ols of a separate order, this can
rest content with preparing the ground

for mental and mus . g
to follow. uscular strain that is

Se':.:‘tl;anofnvenmg of a Pre-primary
o feqto the anference was a spe-
aﬁd 1<t3re of this year's deliberations
and 'lOf\:-WOI‘thy; contributions in- the
rorm Cr;()lei.luggestmns and experiences
w out by those interested in
Wi”ﬁllleWhIichﬁlversxty Education section
ph » the second day opened had
deserveed grandeur and glamour that it
expressi‘ The tempo of thought and
e ton was kgpt up till the end,
con” .foo the subject and theme cho-
e Ofr thchscusmon, the burning
o le day and the partici-
pants, al Pa enteéd professors and lectu-
e the U.C.? or Intermediate ?”
fadvdﬁ'c‘dq'u'es’c'mn and the. argunients

ed “for' and againgt were: S0
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vehement as not to leave the listeners
a free choice. The P.U.C. was brand-
ed as ‘ academically unwise, financially
unsound (to the colleges) and positi-
vely harmful’ according to one and
Intermediate was a thing of the past
av cvidenced by the other. On the
whole there was or seemed to be an
agreement that the Pre-degree Course
should be one of two years after the
11 years of schooling at the Secon-
Aary level. Anyhow the debate was so
anteresting as to make the audience
forget the midday meals for a while.

The Women’s Education section
began its sittings far behind schedule
and also ended quite so (naturally
perhaps). It seemed that capturing
the dais, a speaker thought herself to
he an extremist champion of women’s
cause and poured forth her wrath on
men's superiority. The whole down-
pour was as much to the amusement;
of the audience as to the satisfactory
ventillation of the speaker. Some of
the speakers following her gave quite
p vivid picture of what women’s
education is and what it should or could
be. The efficacy of home science as a
subject of the curriculum of studies was
a question of doubt and divergent
opinions were expressed by the Union
President and the ' President of the
Conference. 'The President of the
Sectional Conference, a Muslim lady to
note, struck at the balance of the
views expressed and also put forth a
plea for a religious bias to Women's
education. As she relevently and per-*
tinently pointed out, women were the
custodians of heritage and tradition.

- The Secondary FEducation Section-
which was by far the most important
section by virtue of its being the con-
necting link between elementary and
university levels of study, then began
its session though it was an uncon-
cluded one for the day. The content
of the curriculum was the chosen topic
of discussion and only exceptions and
digressions marked the proceedings and
to that extent it was made umimpres<
sive. Many of the speakers had some
grievaiiee or other more ~professio-

3

nal than otherwise and a convenient
platform for giving vent to it was
taken for granted. Anyhow the XI
Standard in the Higher Secondary
School loomed large and the general
view was in favour of its introduction.
Of course. there was a cry that the
syllabus was heavily lpaded to the
detriment of efficiency of instruction
and 50 on.

Presentation of the annual audit re-
port and other connected records to the
general body devoured the later part
of the day to be soon followed by
election of new office-bearers. Elec-
tion, as usual, carried with 1t its own
anomalies of behaviour, confuslon, can-
vassing and all that. They had to be
taken as representing the lighter side
of life but at the same time one can-
not help wondering why a less furious
and more serious standard cannot be
maintained, well-educated and digni-
fied section of the body politic as we
belong to.

As the votes were being counted at
one end, there was the solemn func-
tion felicitating Sri S. Natarajan of
the S.LT.U. on his 61st birthday con-
ducted at another. Members of the
profession drawn from a variety of
schools,—nay, even of various schools
of thought—were one in eulogizing
his service which has now become
history. But for his benign care and
benediction, the S.IT.U. would not
have been a strong force such as it is
today. Encomiums and tributes were
lavishly paid and . deservedly too. In
his reply, he detailed how his great
venture was after all quite successful,.
thanks to the help of Sri M. S. Sabe-
san and a host of others. Quite in
keeping with the sentiments expressed,
nature also showered its blessings. in
the form of cool drops and droplets
from the vaulty heavens. .

- The - venue of the third  and’ final
day’s session was different from that
of bygone sessions and . perhaps that
resulted in the difference in tone and
spirit that was abundantly in evidence.
The election results —were announced
and they were received by thte audi-
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ence with mixed feelings of surprise
and regrets on onc hand, with enthu-
siasm and eclat on the other. The in-
advertent and yet needless remarks
that lisped out of the ex-President
caused a furore and that might have
well been avoided. Attendance
had become thin in spite of
the munificence of M/s. PalaniappA
Bros., Trichy, in providing a free mid-
day meal—which amounted to a nice
dinner—that afternoon. The Secon-
dary Education Section had, by and
large, a long list of speakers on the
agenda and it was feared whether it
would be possible to finish that and
the General body meeting thereafter
and all that before dinner. But human
nature being what it is, the audience
preferred a rush-through giving oppor-
tunity to maximum number of speakers
though it caused a minimum allotment
of time. Some expressed their mis-
givings about a possible retrenchment
consequent to the reduction of the Re-
vised Scheme of 1959. The case of
Tamil with an ambitious syllabus and
shortage of periods was posed by some,
while that of Hindi/Sanskrit with its
introduction in Standard VIII only.
suffering a set-back in attainment was
tabled by some others. One deplored
the fact that English, relegated into the
background, has become maore alien
than ever and the department was only
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directing a misplaced emphasis. At~
other was critical—too critical—about
the fee concessions shown to puplls
which has been, according to him, the
cause of our lowering in standards.
Much of the benefit or value that a
visitor could derive out of symposiums
of this kind was lost in the speaker's
indulgence outside the ambits of dis-

cussion. Everyone heaved a sigh of
relief as the proceedings came to a
close.

The only remaining item on the
agenda was the carrying out of reso-
lutions. As it was time for dinner and
as all the resolutions had been dis-
cussed threadbare in the Subjects
Commuittée the previous day itself and
as the general body had only to give
its ratification, this item was hurried
through. It was pitiful that the gene-
tal body was not allowed to incorpo-
rate even an amendment. Also the
organisers of the meet should allot a
cons}derable amount of time for dis-
cussion. '

So ended another mile’s journey of
thg& caravan of the Union, made in a
spirit. of accommodation and control,
with a sense of redoubling faith in the
organisation and with hopes high and
minds resolute to make the S. 1. T. U.

reach its high watermark of perfect
efficiency,

“_Those who have garnered for good
their stock-in-trade as school-masters
?nd‘shut‘their minds against the grow-
ing harvest of truth can only repfo-
duce their lessons as gramophone re-
eoljd_s,] repeating with dull accuracy
fIt‘:le.'_p’ass'aﬁes from second-hand stores.

hey burden 4 ‘mi
o {hg mind but seldom

Teachers should be ideal comrades
ol those: whom. they teach and through
the eourse. of teaching their own minds
should - be stirred in sympathy with

the stirrings of the young minds. The-

jax of imbibing lessons oneself ought to
. t1
fi.nd its-true expressio i
in_others, -

¢ When we see such a living enthu-
stasm lacking in those who act as
guides to their pupils, who are veady
fo raise to them ruling rods from a
distance but not offer them the helping
hand by their side, as too often is the
case, they should be reminded that
they have choosen a wrong vocation
and should for the sake of humanity
_ch.ange 1t without delay for that of 3
jail warden. A genuine sympathy and
respect. for the students create an at-
m0§phere of freedom in ‘the classes
which .is' indispensable to the com-

esel ; merce. af. culture which is na u-
n in - infusing it : : med e

cation.” - -

-~~~ RAVINDRANATH TAGORE..

Y.
1

M.
1

D.
1

DAILY RECORD

OF A CASE HISTORY

S JAGANNATHAN, Saidapet.

(Contimaed from previous issue)

Draws &7 &r oD windows,
walls, doors, ete. Goes up
the sloping pillow on {the
pial — gatisfactorily. Ppts
the smallest toy in standm_g
position in the shortest possi-
ple time out of self effort.

Lets down a toy from the
sloping pillow and looks gt

the toy falling down in’

spite 'of his efforts to - eep
it on there. Also Jets down
a toy from the pial and re-
peats the same when the toy
is taken and returned -
Lets a piece of stick stand
up on its broad base on the
door. Gets into the easy
chair very easily and sitg —
Uses fan in the way of fan-
ning.

Uses fan as on yesterday -
Takes two pillows one in
each hand — Stands so a3
to throw them in the cradle
— TUnable to accomplish he
cries — Pulls sisters’ hair
plait and laughs as she looks
back.

Names his glass bangles as

‘light’ as they reflect light
at night.

Calls eldest sister by rela-
tionship — Runs away from
tne sight of castor hottle
near mother — By striking
“lips  with fingers makes

sounds * Of ; UF, T — imita-
tion of sister successfully —
Puts the mouth of the Gra-
mophone funnel toy on the
floor over another toy anfi
akes it rest. Passes his
fingers over & wooden toy —
Makes it rest on another —

Y. M. D.

Fails after 3 or 4 attempts —
Leaves off the job and goes
__ Qets up over the rolled

bed in the morning and
plays. —

Also gets over the slightly
inclined  gmiwduwr  in the

street pavement-—says G

once —— oOnce again
Stands on toes and raises
himself so as (o reach a

thing not within easy reach
(Also noted 2 or 3 days be-
fore.) Puts the chalk in the
padlock hook in the
meat shelf. (Also noted 2
days before) — Sits
legs crossed (not with b(_)th
legs) instead of stretching
legs as uptill now. (Also
noted 2 or 3 days pefore)
Stands up 3 or 4 times out of

his own self effort saying
0465, 9565. Looks inten-~
tively at rain — Inclined to

get into it.

Shows eagerness to eat rice
food. .
New
@sur

Goes to street pavement and
gets into street proper —
Very definite about <&
(plantain) FTHT (cha}k)
for drawing Crow and E&ET
- Sister.

Runs to kitchen as soon as
mother asks sister to serve
him food on a plate.

1s inclined to take in coffee
or cocoa as the elderg do.
Turns head towards ramn a:
soon as ‘he 1Iis told “Rain
Rain, Show Rain® — Flow.-
ing of saliva — with a pencil

sounds G5 @8, ASUT,
(last not clear)

with =~ °
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Y. M. D
1 17

11 3

1 1°9
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horizontally held in mouth
walks along the cot. Smears
water on floor in imitation
of sister.

8&, $&, Sy S —— Listen-
ing to and saying after time-
piece — Gets into and gets
out of the easy chair.
‘Takes great pleasure in get-
ting under the cot and play
hide and seek -— Bends head
and brings close to the floor
and sees others away from
the cot. Saliva flowlng —
with a cloured ...... in
mouth — runs along (child’s
prank No. 2),
Savs Q&&T
while drinking water.

Sits with crossed legs —
other postures — stretched
legs, bent legs  (Lewbrig) —
One stretched and one bent.
A good lot of time in open-
ing and closing window.
Arranges 3 tumblers one over

by inverting them and also
one into another.

Bsun — BB - UfCf --
uses frightening expression
towards sister — Throws off
toys if not successful in his
attempt to pile one over an-
other and goes to a new job.

Hears ‘tick tick’ of time-
piece and repeats — Makes
3 fountain pen barrels stand
up on floor — Stretches hand
expressing desire to stretch it
i rain towards rain drops
falling from roof. Tries
strength by shaking and
pushing stool. Plucks grass
Irom pavement bhelow pial —
Also attempts by biting with
teeth — Stretches hand sig-
nifying his wish in asking
for a thing — Calls a dog in
terms of — Ggr Bgsr —
Tosses head this side and
sung —
says Gur Gur once or twice

by Thimself -

Y M D

1

1

10

11

Throws ball forwards
follows it.

Does not use chalk for any
other purpose but drawing—
Put it into mouth very
rarely ~— once or so.

and

Fixes pencil vertically in
small grooves in cot, easy
chair, etc. Feels the knob
in the Qui&ribtoy — Puts
the bottom over another toy
in his task of piling — but
not the knob.. Throws ball
after 4 or 5 times waving
hands, but not at once —
(Is it to get sufficient motion
spring ?7)  Attempt to put 2
steps forward — pushes sister
from mother’s side and lies
by the side of mother — Sits
in a sieve squeezing himself
— Looks at lips keenly when
we say Gur Qur. Says it
imperfectly once or twice.

Pushes a brass plate for-
ward and follows it rnaking
noise. When it can’t go fuv-
ther, takes 1o a new job.
Holds a rattle or wooden toy
with teeth or without the
support or help of hand: - -
In ectasy hits hands against
legs (a2 marked feature
for more than a fortnight)—
Sits with 2 legs crossed for
a few seconds, less than a
minute — Repeated 3 or 4
times. Sits neatly in that
posture — At other times,
one leg bent forward, one leg

bent in front — Looks
through the  venetiation
shutters in the door —
Names

curry as b&i and
wants it —U Gy Gy, Hed
S@ib. Having taken the
things from sister, looks at
her hands again to see whe-
ther she has more (coloured
pencils). Arranges dinner

plates one over the other
in the kitchen.

Y. M. D
1 112
1 113

DAILY RECORD OF A CASE HISTORY

Says Srogn bY looking an
Mahatmaji’s picture. Hides
face by opening @ book a_nd
plays by himself — Looking
at father writing his naEme
in GTpRIGemL. Says STEHSI
(writing becomes & S&I ).
Hides behind the door int the
room for play. Listens and
goes to the door way at the
beggar asking for allms in
terms of Jbom — Lies low
down to look into a card
board box. Says Gw Guw when
the tower of loys come
in keeping toys stand erect
down — uses also left han_d
as he has already one n(;
yight hand — Plays hide ‘aril
seek near an open urr.1b1>el H
kept for repair mepdmgﬂ ——t
Calls a drawing D fxglst

door &ETEHET only once,

not after. In putting th?f
toys In the form 0‘
a tower, always puts

the bottom down and ‘the
open side up.

consistently  seen. .
pencils also vertically (shpxt
pencils) — Wants mnothing

put his pen from his br_othgr.
When given, writes w_lth 1t{
Seeing it closed, : pulls ou‘
the cap. Pleasure in brotl}(takx]
niding face (ck.uld/s) le
transparent packl.ng' papfn1 —:
Also expressed mmx{l;(a)x;l ep3ez:xJr
is was

sure when thls. e tim_e
using his legs in ki‘ckmg htlf
toys — Accidental? Stre -
ches arms fully while draw
ing on floor with chalk.

Bowed before Sri' ‘Rar_na
spontaneously — in }mltat1or;
of father after his usua
Puja — Cries and resents
when a thing is taken axfray
from him. (Horlicks advera
tisement paper) Rubs. an
dries his wet hands in a

y = Year,

Y. M. D.

s ————

14

15
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cloth or towel when given to
bim. Draws lines and curves
indiscriminately. Crows like
a cock on looking at a pic-
ture of a cock In a maga-
sine — Puts 4 thick colour-
ed lead 'pencils in vertical
position. gpT, GBI, wants to
handle and see what brothers
and sisters use, read, write

and see. Kicks things with
legs — Looks at new baby
{Ganapathi’s) — Likes to
feel it — Goes near it ---
Touches it. :

Hearing a call from the

prother at the kitchen for
SIIsH runs to  that
place — Kisses the wooden
toy soon after it was said in
his hearing. Comes away
from urinated water and
says <hit — Having seen one
train, asks for -3« gieooT Eui
when at rail gate with
brother -— For the mere sug-
gestion of 65T 60T S Hev GLIF L
®&3®r does it.
Looks at and feels the hody
and mouth of a child visi-
tor (Krishnavem) Lo.oks at
4 green caterpillar gomg up
the tree by means of its BT
Qenip. Touches 2 running
insect  wsoEamiafLITdyY.
Runs to kitchen saying
b - b — very turbulgnt
at bath. Does not want rice
food.  Drinks much water
through noozle in the after-
noon — Says <H&ET and @gn
@& at the sight oI plantains
and dog in the bazaar——Sgys
6 o7 - g 5ot (By C1f Y unin-
telligibly, pbut akin to it —
Says & but once py lookj
ing at brother. Going at _d
distance. When hands are
taken hold of kicks things
on floor with legs.

(to be continued)

M = Month, D = Day.



FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

NATIONAL COLLEGE HIGH
SCHOOL
TIRUCHIRAPALLI ’

Under the auspices of the g’
Association of our school 45Tteeaacé}ll:rs~
had bgen on an Excursion to Palan;
Suruli _Falls, Thekkadi and Vai a;
Reservoir on 29th and 30th of July ’%1

URUMU DHANALAKSH
M
VIBYALAYAM TEACHERS' AISSN
TIRUCHIRAPALLI-2. '

onT}’i‘i u(iegxeral body meeting was held
o sday 6-7-1961 in the schoo}l
prex E:es. Sri A. V. Sethurathnam

, B.Sc,B.T,, Headmaster, presided

The Balance Sheet for the year

1960-61 was admi
animously. mitted and passed un-

The following -
g~ office-
elected for the year lS)eﬁlbieﬁa2r€‘Ers were

Sri A. V. Sethurathnam I

St ‘ | yer, B.Sc.,B.T.
- Pli\/eISIdent'; Sri N. Ramasubraman-’
n, M.A., Siromanj., — Secretary

* * *
The inaugural i
e 1 meeting of the
association was held on J[~‘rida;rl b(gxi

14th July 1961, at the School premises

so:gm. \g.riNztaraJa Iyer sang a prayer
Head’m > . V. Sethurathnam Iyer
the g .rsapd President, welcomed
By S ’B fo M. v, Krishnamurthy
delivered.’th. " (Rayapalaya Nilayam)

€ Inaugural address. He

stressed the im
of Englist. - portance of the study

Sri N. Ramas :

N ubrahma i

P nyan, S

alz:gdlt and Secretary read the n?iI;lSktm
broposed a vote of thanks e

UNION OF TEACHERS ASSNS.
ERODE

The first meeting of the Governing
(I:Sizctii};not }tzhe Union of Teachers’ Asgso-
o JSJI rodg was held on Friday the
b J 3;5‘1961 in  Sengunthar High
n L’T 1I<;de. Sri E. Shanmugam,
Schgol; ﬁmdeea(i;naster, Mallajana peet
presided over th:aE r(;xl;te-tgir?:gng Fresident

rie“:ftl\elelr prayer, the outgoing Secreta-
e r. John Sundararaj, B.A., B.T.
Hea ﬁz_\s’fer, C.S..I. High School, Erode

' Iss. Muthiah, B.A.,B.T. Head-
Irar;‘lcitiress, Kalaimagal Kalvi I\’Iilayam,
Ere e‘,T :‘e.ad ‘tht’a Secretary’s report and
They wiasmers report respectively.
They v re approved. Then the acti-
Yities | or the new year were planned.
I resolved to remember Sri S.
P:engkshxsundara Mudaliar, B.A.,L.T.
P ;ggipéll gnd‘ Correspondent, I'{’al’ai-,
mogal 1 alvi Nilayam, Erode in a fitting
purcha“om of thg sum paid by him in
by addsmg th.e silver casket in which
o ad rgs of welcome was presented
o montlkfecwr of Public Instruction
resoli by our Union, It was also
o o r.eglster our Union so as to

ome eligible to get the ‘promised

grant of Rs.®
palite, 500 from the Erode Muni-

ye';'.‘:\ege;};e new office-bearers for this
Fetes 1o thelected.. After paying tri-
the el ¢ outgoing office bearers for
and pe oo nt work turned out by them

Y the co-apted members, the new

Secretary Sri
3. Subr i -
posed a vote of thanks, gmamam P

OUR LETTER BOX

TEACHERS’ PENSION-—NEED FOR
A RATIONAL SCHEME
Sir,

The pension scheme for teachers
introduced recently is so devised and
worked out in practice as to vitiate the
good intention behind it, viz., to ren-
der some aid to the proverbially poor
teachers who have retired from ser-
vice. There are many teachers now
who, though they retired some years
back, have not got their pension yet.
The cry against inordinate delay in
this respect voiced by teachers indivi-
dually in these columns and by the
South India Teachers’ Union directly
to the Government seems to be un-
availing. The vague rules and the
devious procedure laid down for the
sanctioning of pension on individual
applications add much to this delay
which is already there ingrained in the
official system. The authorities at
different levels who deal with the
applications do not treat them as any-
thing like urgent, but postpone their
disposal by forwarding them hither
and thither on flimsy grounds. It is
indeed a bitter irony that teachers who
are incessantly patted on their backs
py one and all should be made to wait
for a year and more for the pittance
of a pension which is no more than

Rs. 10 to Rs. 15.

The main trouble about this pension
arises out of the fact that the same
set of rule which are applied to
direct Government servants are also
applied to teachers. In the case of
Government employees. it is much
easier to compute the total of service
put in and the amount of pension to
be granted, because their service con-
ditions and salary scales are governed

by uniform and definite rules. But in

the case of teachers, until recent times
it was all chaotic ‘and those who have
now retired had been teachers work-~
ing under such' -conditions of service.
Consequently it i8 difficult for thern

now to produce a record of unbroken
service or of any progressive scale of
salary drawn by them. And vyet, the
pension rules require the teachers tn
furnish these records in meticulous
detail for which they are driven from
pillar to post. :

To make the pension scheme of real
benefit to teachers, it is essential that
the procedure under it must be sim-
plified and pension itself raised to
some thing like reasonable rate. The
only feasable way of doing this 15 to -
relate the pension to the maximum of
the salary scale in force at the time of
retirement and not, as at present. tn
the average monthly salary drawn
during the last three years of one's
service. The actual amount for which
a teacher is eligible may be in accord
with the length of service he has put
in. After all teachers’ pension is
assessed at a fourth of their salary
and not at half as in the case of Gov-
ernment servants. By adopting this
suggestion, the government will doubly
satisfy the teachers by paying them a
slightly higher pension than what they
get now and that quickly tco. Let me
emphasise that even the old age pen-
sion contemplated in certain states as
a social security measure is put at a
higher rate than what the teachers
now get as service pension after
‘puilding up the nation’ for 30 years.

S. SRINIVASAN.
Arni, N.A. Dist.,
18-7-1961.

SHORTAGE OF TRAINED SCIENCE

- AND MATHEMATICS GRADUATES

Sir,

it was reported that there was
dearth of trained science and mathe-
matics graduates in this state and it is
felt now very acute after opening of
many. high schools. The dearth, I like
to mention here, is due to (1) the
teachirig profession is not at all
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attractive to graduates in spite of he
recent revision of scales of pay. In this
Cf)nnection I like to draw the a"te’n;
tion of the readers to the spee(.:h of
Mr. Humgyun Kabir, Union Minister
that despite all the talk about the iﬁ1-~
portance of education and the teacher
) teachers were neglected practically '
An ¢ upfortunate equation’ workéci out
by him showed ... the Secondar‘
school teachers got perhaps as mucﬁ
as a semi-skilled worker and the uni
versny teacher as much as a juni.o;
execut.lve. He said so in inauguratin
a seminar of WCOTP in Delhi on 31°gt
July 1961. (2) The science graduatgé
' get better prospeets in other ﬁeldsk
(3_) soon after passing P.U.C man,
join the engineering or techt;olo i ‘;
courses. where their prospects Y
prosperity are bright. This is the ra ‘I'ld
son why there are many scats \}ac%d-t
g}ecoli}fges especially in these grdu(g:
o e‘n see in the advertisem in
gz:i;;ezfateSec—fltsﬁage still zavailal?lne‘za’r.lt 1]?
A of affairs we 1
fear in a decaede there l::)utl(c)i gzrilt(l)nue :
duates at all in the state. It is a ffra};
problem for the authoritjes. (4) e'i‘
meet the dearth, even the raw scie o
graduates are given the starting‘salgce
9f thfe B.T’s. One can very, easiﬁy
imagine the reaction of the 'traineg
E;;:fée.isEz:? ind.the Pay Commission
er disrega in fixi
scale, of the training l‘;ia:ntl'fiemtn o
undergoes. cacher
Ch'i‘o'rlne.et the present dearth of tea-
1f~s '11ke to suggest (1) the teachers
Ero ession shquld be.made more attrac-
ive keeping it in par with other tech
nicians for which the teachers’ trg ]
ing must also betreated as a tech:im;
tre_xxr;x_n'g‘, (2) the age of retireme tca
tea(:‘hers should be. rzised %o 60, :r' ((S) f‘
:1? in' the case of college: teachers;. (3?
er:r?nm:i gr}r:ang }:ec;mdary grade teach-
r chools who
l-ugl.-xe? forms by virtue of tclz:t?irteraicc:}};
experleqce , ayi-bouaugwed to take up
! “higher stan®ards. --vanleed
R an certify

- presentations,

T 20

and they may be given a separate grade
‘t’;hwh will certainly enthuse and induce

em to do betfer. Is it not beiter to
allow these teachers to tcach in higher
clqssc:; rather than leave the students
\ylthout any teacher ? (4) the univer-
sity should also be liberal in allowing
tg&whers to appear privately for tech-
mc;all and special subjects. .

wpe  the  authorities i i

due attention to the suggest‘;:)lnt? )’.‘,igV}Z:

anove immediately in the interest of

education.
D. SESHADRI.

s WEIGHTAGE
SC}I}:(;O;ucF of thg aided elementary
" S as had direct payment during
ne years 1859-60 no weightage was
tglvgn lo the feachers while refixing
heir seales of pay as  per the Pay
Commission Report. ‘
It is understood that the depart-
;n‘f;i; d1€1 this under  the plea pthat'
aur tg }I)le period of direct payment
the atact ers were allowed their sala-
ries at standard rates plus any amount
the aagagements has been paying
over r; above that and that, as such,
their 131‘ lfe ’had been refixed at that
mor; o Y were not paid anything
B(. an what they were drawing.
ber lrgte(iactt}tlmlly when such cases wer?
majgrit 0? tpay of the teachers in
majc t}i,e f ~'he cases did not reach
Hoee zclislc‘ pay in the new scale:
e he enial of weightage in the
fixatio of scales is neither justified
o accordance ' with the recorn-
ations of the government. e

™ - © .
govex(')rlxlr%f:e nltt IS now past one year, the,
governmen has not taken any. steps

atter in spite of several re~

It is high tirie th ’
.- the
government should  consider theaiLIt' Jot

. " v
“rlig'gﬁztn\;seeatrly- orders sanctioning fulll
tive of. gny ?‘exfil:':h teachel‘.s irfegpw{
of direct payment, | s o oS
: D.» V.ENKATA‘RAMAN}'
S 'S- . Assiutunt;. .
S Mk High¢r Ele .Schoot

2./, N:‘Bm

A Philosophy for the Teacher

BASIL FLETCHER
This book, by the Vice-Princip—al of the University College of Rhodesia
and Nyasaland, is a study of the child and human knowledge. It is
intended for the thoughtful teacher who is interested in what he
teaches, and why. It discusses such aspects of education as Discipline,
Language, Mathematics, the Creative Arts and Social Study. subjects
which have been the concern of great philosophers from Pythagoras
and Plato onwards. The author’s general aim ‘is to enable all who
are concerned in one way or another with education . . . . to try to
give to the next generation a simpler, a more integrated and a more
spiritual education than they have yet received .

6s 6d

The Teaching of Structural Words
and Sentence Patterns
A. S. HORNBY Stage One 6s 6d

The first two books in the new English-Teaching Library by Mr Hornby
are mainly concerned with the teaching items that are normally used
in the early stages of the first English Course, but many of the problems
discussed, such as the way to teach stress and correct intonation in oral
work, must be considered basic to the teaching of English at all levels.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Stage Two 6s 6d

OUR BOOKSHELF

Receipt of the following publica-

CHRIST OUR GUIDE: Book III by
tions is thankfully acknowledged.

Francis Somerville. Price 8sh. 6d.

TEACHERS' GUIDE: Price 3sh. i
(Thomas Nelson and Sons, Edin- 1. Freedom in a Democracy.
burgh). (Modern World Series).
These are in the new series of reli-
gious text books for grammar schools, 2. (a) Europe Outline map ;

designed for a five year course from

eleven plus to sixteen plus, to provide

a complete course in the fundamentals

of the Catholic religion for Catholic

boys and girls.

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN 3.
DWARFS : Price 2sh. 6d. (Thomas

(b) World Outline map.

Wall maps size. (Educational

Productions Ltd.)

Commonwealth Today, No. 83.

Nelson and Sons Ltd.) 4. Universities in Britain.
This is a story book for children’s
reading and is excellently got up with 5 Students in Britain.
colour illustrations.
SCIENCE FROM THE BEGINNING : 6. News and Views — How ideas

By B. L. Hampson and K. C. circulate in a free society.

Evans. Price 6sh. 6d. (Oliver and
Boyd Ltd., Edinburgh.)
Children are told the elements of
science in short sentences explained
by beautiful illustrations in colour.

7. The British Civil Service.
(Items 1 and 3 to 7 are with the
compliments of the British Infor-
mation Service, Madras.)
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