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Where there is a fire and danger
of its spreading, one raises the
alarm and cries ‘Fire, not once
but scveral times, So also when
a railwayman sces danger of a
collision, he waves the red flag,
not once but repeatedly. Like-
wise, T write again and again
abont soaring prices and soaring
taxes, resulting from industrializ-
ation sought to be completed
within the period of a particular
stewardship.

One hopes Toval Congressmen
will not ask for a ban on the Re-
serve Bank as they do in respect
of communalism or on  Punjabi
Suba news. The Reserve Bank has
been sounding alarms. Facts are
useful to know, although they
disclose our own crrors. To clamp
down on information is not the
way to deal with them. Unwill-
ingness 1o 3, 1s the most dange-
rous' of all svinptoms of misgov-
ornment, .,

Sweeping arioms, howsoever cut
and dtie cannot put out a fire.
The Reserve Bank is understood
to have drawn the attention of the
Uuion Finance Minister to the
poor response of the money mar-
ket to the recent loans floated by
the Government of India leading
to a verv heavy reliance on the
Reserve Bank’s own subscription
to produce a “success”. When
genuine savings are made impos-
sible, how can the Government
expect subscriptions to its loans?
When you starve the goose, you
can’t expect ‘the bird to lay its
(golden) eggs.

THE RED FLAG
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Professor Parkinson is pleading
for reduction of public expendi-
ture in England and limitation of
taxation to 20 per cent of the
national income. As we go down
in the scale of national income,
and India is very low down, the
allowable  measure  of taxation
must be less and less.

The Reserve Bank’s report on
Currency and Finance for 1960-61
points ont that altogether indus-
trial production has risen by more
than 12 per cent; paradoxically the
index of wholesale prices also rose
by 7.2 per cent. A total rise of 30
per cent in the wholesale  prices
during the Secoud Plan period is
what we begin with at the start
of the Third Plan with all its fur-
ther  consequences in the same
direction admitted in legible prin-
ter’s ink. The socalled Third Plan
begins with the lowest level of
foreign exchange reserves and a
dangerously high level of prices.
And if, as the Planners have ad-
mitted. there is likelihood of a fur-
ther steep rise, the situation can-
not be coped with or covered by
cliches and long speeches lulling
people to slecp.

A clear admission is always use-
ful, specially when it comes from
the Minister for Planning. The
report reads: “Oun the vexed ques-
tion of prices, Mr. Nanda said
that one of the reasons for
the rise in prices during the Se-
cond Plan was that deficit financ-
ing had increased out of propor-
tion.” This is an answer to all the
ignorant talk of Congress bosses

at lower levels that the printing
of notes at Nasik didfg
and, indeed, that it wd®
the poor people who -
money thereby. -

It is unfortunately far.too easy
to bamboozle our peoplei-and
steal  their  votes. But it s
lucky that there is an honest
man somewhere who, in spite of
much muddle, Fetains his respect
for truth. Deficit financing, which
is another name for the printing
of currency to overbalance pro-
duction and to obtain  humgn
labour cheap, is at least “one of
the reasons” for the rise in prices.

Now what did Ms. Nanda say
next? He said that indirect taxation
during the last ten years had been
responsible for an annual increase
of prices by half a per cent. The*"
word “annual” means a progressive -
half a per cent. How he was ad-
vised, and on what nice calcula-
tion, to reach this precise half a
per cent will be a mystery. But
that apart, it is clear the Gov-
crnment is making up for it by in-
creased indirect taxation during

the period of the 3rd,” 4th, 5th,
6th cte., plans. L L

It is either, deﬁfi;
or indirect taxa¥om, o
it is no comfort” to § \
man that the operatiof® shifts
from one to the other acegrding
to the whim of the grand operator.

The Plan itself explicitly admits . ¢
there will be a rise in prices but ..~

promises to keep it in check by
physical controls and other me-
thods. )



There is an innocent belief that
the Government at the Centre or
those in the States can somehow
‘check’ prices and ‘hold the price
line’, and appeals are made in the
press for this being done at once.
This physical holding of the price
line is an illusion which, if allow-
ed to prevail, will only lead to
more blackmarketing as well as
high prices. Holding the price line
is not a circus trick., It means re-
versing policies.

The Planning Commission be-
lieves in what it calls “institutional
changes” to control prices, that is
to say, in the transfer of the dis-
tribution business from private
and individual hands to co-opera-
tive and State agencies. This would
result in monopolies and plenty
of mismanagement. The limited
safeguard against undue exploi-
tation which is inherent in the
competition of the free market will
be lost and there will be more
blackmarketing — witness the ce-
ment business, a scandal that
everybody now knows but which is
still unabated.

The payments position having
become difficult, we have secured
what may be deemed a concession
that payments to some of our
foreign creditors may be in Indian
currency. Apart from the possi-
bility of such rupees going to help
subversion, it will certainly add to
the inflation and the upward flight
of prices.

All this is melancholy but one
cannot help warning where warn-
ing needs to be given. To flatter
or suppress truth in fear of some-
thing is not patriotism but the
ppasite of it, viz., treason.
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ONE -SIDED ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS
By M. RUTHNASWAMY :

From time to time we hear of
the Government of India attempt-
ing administrative rcform.  Com-
mittees of officials, generally from
the secretariat, are bidden to study
the question and make proposals.
Even the Krishna Menon Commit-
tee on the administration of pub-
lic enterprises was in the main onc
such committee.

It is like asking patients to sit
in conclave and suggest to the
doctors what should be done about
what is wrong in them. The latest
proposals  made public by the
Prime Minister in Parliament last
week-end, for the promotion of
administrative efficiency, are no
better in the scope and depth of
the reforms proposed. These re-
form measures are evidently the
result of the work of some secreta-
riat committee after they had been
sat upon and hatched by the
Cabinet. The end and purpose of
these new reform measures is one
and one only—the efficient imple-
mentation of the Plans. Surely, the
Government of India has not yet
become a purcly business or in-
dustrial State as that of Russia—
concerned only with the produc-
tion and distribution of goods and
cconomic services. There are the
defence of India, the administra-
tion of the foreign policy of the
Government, the maintenance of
law and order, legal improve-
ment, the administration of the
education, health and other wel-
fare services. Any administrative
reform measure introduced by
Government  ought to be appli-
cable to cach and cvery depart-
ment of Government and every
echelon of the administration. A
more comprehensive and tho-
rough-going measure of adminis-
trative reform proposed by an
external, expert, independent com-
mission is what the country
needs and the people await—
not this piecemeaf petty, potter-
ing achievement.

Meanwhile, public opinion is
bound to have a look at it. Some
of the reforms are so obvious and
elementary that one wonders how

.

Congress  governments, presumed
to be parliamentary and efficient
at the same time, got on without
them. For instance, ministers arc
advised to concern themsclvess
with  “matters of policy, geneeal
supervision  and enforcement ‘ of
standards”.  The implication  is
obvious that Congress ministers
so far have not observed this ele-
mentary principle of administration
in a parliamentary
But  one who knows what has
been going on in Congress minis-
tries all these years would wish
that the advice on this matter
had been more explicit and detail-
ed, that ministers should not
concern themselves with appoint-
ments out of pancls asked for from
Public  Service  Commissions—
why  panels and not straight-
forward and immediate selection
by  these Commissions?P—with
promotions, transfers and punish-
ments.  Another obvious  reform,
that the financial responsibility of
ministrics  and  executive  agen-
cies should be freed from servile
and  continnous  dependence  on
the  Finance  Department,  is
thought of after 15 years of expe-
ricnce of the difficulties and dis-
advantages.  The control of the
Home Ministry over the services
(including their training) up to
the grade of section officers is to
go but it should not he handed
over to individual hnstriee It
should, as in England, be trans-

ferred to the Finance Department;» - -

where there may bg a chance of

the growth and consejuent in-

creased cost of the administrative

services  being  controlled ana”
curbed. Resort to committees and

group conferences—a popular sec

retariat method of “passing the

buck”™—is to be drastically reduc-

ed and is welcome,

The rest of the reforms in
administrative organization and
action are tuned to the ends and
purposes of Planning. Firstly, “as
information relating to a large pro-
portion of projects included in the
Third Plan is still unsatisfac-

(Continued on page 15)

democracy. -
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TAXING CHARITIES »

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Mr. Masani pleaded manfully
for a very good cause in the course
of the Income Tax Bill dcbate in
the Lok Sabha. The Government
sceks to tax charities if they are
Jwot for the benefit of everyone but
for the benefit of the donor’s com-
Inunity or race or religion or caste.
The Government has also intro-
duced a clause to tax trusts held
by any person which are for the
benefit not of the public but for
that of a particular community,
and this with retrospective effect,
on trusts even already constituted.

These shortsighted provisions
may be considercd by the thought-
less as consistent with the secu-
lar  character and policy  of
the Government. They are wholly
misconceived and calculated t9
dry up the natural springs of cha-
rity in this country. The limited
socialism that good men volun-
tari]y practice is far more precious
than the socalled socialism ema-
nating from taxation, and admi-
nistered by officials. A little arith-
metic is enough to show that
such voluntary  benefactions  to
various communities would cover
the entire nation.

The clauses opposed by Mr,
Masani and others are wholly in
conflict with what Gandhiji wanted
to educate our people into, viz.,
the doctrine of trustceship. The
un.c:fishiness and philanthropy in-
volved in latge bequests by fortu-
nate individuals in favour of the
numerous born and unborn peo-
ple going by the name of a com-

. munity, and to which they happen

to belong by birth or religious affi-
liation, is sought to be treated by
the Government as a worthless act
and to be taxed like any other
selfish indulgence and expenditure.

Nothing can be blinder than
this policy and opposed to all In-
dian tradition and genius. This
policy is based on ignorance of
human nature. Mr. Masani and
others should be congratulated
for their valiant effort to set
the matter right. But when

)

the Government is  bent on
securing a monopoly of all charity
in the country, and on drying up
all voluntary compassion, argu-
ments can be of no avail.

But Payment to Congrcss Party
funds is to be treated as l(\gitimuté
expenditure under the recent legis-
lation, and so it will be (‘xm}]pt
from tax and will serve to brine
the slab  down for the d(m()?
companies. The Finance Minis-

8

ter's answer on this immoral
discrimination could not ossibly
pass. He knew very weﬁ what
the legal position was. The edu-
cation of the citizen into trustee-
ship, as Gandhiji desired, must be
gradual. He must be taken through
one concentric circle after another
to the outermost circle. Commu-
nal charities and trusts are a
school for the broadminded citi-
zenship  that Gandhiji conceived
as a goal. The whole-or-nothing
policy will only serve to kill the
instinct and not to broaden it.
Indian welfare has to be built
with native clay.

MusT make up

FoRALL THAT Now
I MUST B Fronm
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

The problem of tuking the initi-
ative for the purpose of negotia-
tions, in order to settle disputes,
is capable of taking a qguixotic
turn. For instance, in the Berlin
crisis, the Western allies, unper-
turbed, are at onc in holding that
the initiative must come from
Khrushchov. In the Bizerta fight-
ing where Tunisians unfortunately
fired the first shot, and provoked
the arrival of French paratroopers
in savage temper, President Bour-
guibo lodges his complaint against
General de Gaulle and his Nu-
palm crew, but France prefers the
course of ignoring the proceedings
of the General Assembly and
Security Council, pretending that
the tragedy partook of the nature
of ‘police-action” undiscussable in
New York, and that it is up to
Bourgnibo to take the initiative.
With regard to the sore relations
between India and China, Mr.
R. K. Nehru who visited Peking
(after  his  journey to Ulan
Bator for celebrations in Quter
Mongolia) took the initiative only
to meet with a rebuff from Chou
En-lai and Cheng Yi, since those
statesmen are still nursing the
grievance that the report of the
Indian official teamn about Sino-
Indian boundaries had been di-
vulged unilaterally, before the
Chinpse Government could show
the green light. When the ques-
tion of Indians being harassed by
the Ceylonese Government was
raised in Parliament, the Prime
Minister angrilv maintained that
initiative in such a matter should
come from Sri Lanka.

& N -3 “

Why initiative should proceed
from the Sirimavo Government
which as a matter of policy is
making life fairly unbearable for
citizens of Indian descent, it is
difficult to divine. In South Africa
where discrimination had been
practised against Indians, even be-
fore the Boer War, the Govern-
ment of India (a foreign Govern-
ment) did take the initiative of
protesting, and the people at large
in India demonstrated their sup-
port through institutions like the

Imperial Citizvnship Association,
Atter the grant of self-government
to the whites of South Africa
i the treaty of  Bloemfontien,
Mahatma - Gandhi - agitated  for
equal citizenship or at least the
removal of gross handicaps like
the poll-tax,

If the Government of India or
Whitehall had pleaded that the
Covernment of - South Africa
should take the initiative. the
matter would have remained in a
blind allev. If second-class citi-
zenship is the bane of colonialism,
Ceylon in its present red temper
cannot be above the reach of re-
monstrance from India. Ceylon iy,
however, a member of the Secu-
rity Council and, in the matter of
forcign policy, the Nehru Govern-
ment  might find  manipulative
value in Ceylonw's vote, but this
does not disable us from “taking
the initiative” in peaceful negotia-
tions. Settters and Tamil Tabou-
rers resident in Ceyvlon for  six
generations  are  discriminated
agaiust in the present anti-Indian
campaign. President Kemnedy s
the grandson of an Irish emigrant
to the United States during the
potato famine. Would it not be
preposterous if he found himself
disqualified as an American citi-
zen on the ground that his grand-
father had not been a “son of the
soil,” and that no franchise rights
had accrued to him? The plea
that “initiative” must come from
Ceylon when the sufferers are not
of Sinhalese lineage is a transpa-
rent effort to be rid of respousi-
bility, and to make sure of co-
alignment abroad, in the prosecn-
tion of Pandit Nehru’s foreign
policy as Afro-Asian Supremo.
Justice is sacrificed at the altar
of snob-expediency.

o L] ®

Hopping to Kerala to have a look
at the anomalous situation creat-
ed in the Kerala ulliance by the
zig-zag moves of all parties for
and against the Muslim League at
the same time, the Congress Pre-
sident recalled the Durgapur
resolution against having “truck”
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with  communalism.  There  has
been no abatement of controversy
in the repetition of the riddle that
the Congress Party has (1isplayo<’l
good faith “in letter and in spirit™,
At Ernakulam Mr. Sanjiva Reddy
made what is called a dramatic
gesture when he said to Opposi-
tion critics that “Congress is pre-
pared to step down in favour of
anvone  subscribing  to Congress
idcals.” This is meretricious hum-
bug. since it is the Congress Party
itself that undertakes to be judge
in its own causc. During British
rule many an oily burcaucrat used
to argue that the aim of Britain
and the Indian National Congress
was the same, viz., the welfare
and prosperity of the people of
Indiza. Since the steel-frame mono-
polists were satisficd  that they
could perform the task Detter than
the agitators they stuck to their
places. cushioned in comfort, until
bBowled over. As an electioneering
stunt,  the  Congress  President
should be advised not to indulge
in such empty sporting offers.
[-] -] -]

The Prime Minister is a versa-
tile expert in the art and science
of semantics.  When  colleagues
like  Vallabhbhai  Patel and
Gobind Vallabh Pant were known
by the title Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, the meaning ¥ autnoriiv of
their  role were plain. So was
Attlee’s position as  Churchill’s
overall-Deputy  exercising  legiti-
mate powers and presiaing over
the Cabinet in the Prime Minis-
ter’s ahsence. On Pantji’s death,
Mr. Morarji Desai moved to his
room and a controversy broke out
regarding  succession.  Irritated,
Pandit Tawaharlal Nehru gave a
allround thrashing on the ground
that canvassing had reached dis-
trict level. His rebuke stilled the
storm but only for a while. The
solution he favours is based on the
semantic feat of altering the sig-
nificance of office in a Pickwickian
sense. Are there not two Houses
of Parliament? It would be easy
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to have two Deputy Leaders in
th.ut sense, so that all could feel

appeased without morbid interest

in  the monumental qu(‘sti(m:
“After Nehru, who?”

As far as Mr. Nehru is con-
cerned, his indispensable - guide
and de facto Deputy, unamenable
to the discipline of any other per-
shnality, is Mr. Krishna Menon.
The new construction of the term
D(*puty Leader maintaius his uni-
que status intact. When the Prime
Minister goes to Belgrade, Mos-
cow and Washington, the Defence
Minister also would probably be
in orbit. There is no little carping
criticism about the miscellancous
assignments of Mr. Krishna Menon
abroad; but in justice to him a
question may be put. Whom else
could the P.M. choose as a repre-
sentative ol stature from among
the pigmy-crowd of fifty-two now
cluttered and  shuttered in  his
ministerial caravan? Mr. Krishna

« Menon knows to stand up for the

dignity of his country, and if oc-
casionally  he appears  guarrel-
some, let us not forget that he
knows how, in an argument, he
could tie-up his Opposite Number
into knots on any world platform.
There is no use belittling the man
or encouraging Zaflrullah Khan to
imagine that he could casily blult
the Security Council or the Unit-
ed Nations when the Kashmir
question is exlunmed. Let us give
every man his due and let us not
take the initiative to any dis-
counting of ’\iz debating qualitices,

L a8 L

For thosc-who are alive to the
Prime Minister's sense of the dra-
matic, there could he no surprise
that on the day he piloted the

“Third Five Year Plan, Mr. V. T.

Krishnamachari was inducted to
his seat in the Rajya Sabha as
paterfamilias ot the Planning
Commission with a long record as
Vice-Chairman. As efficiency-ex-

_{;rt he had recently declared at

adras that administrative machi-
nery had stood up well in the
achievements of success claimed
for the two plans; and when the
third leap is designed to exceed
the strides of the original perfor-
mance, a little emotional excite-
ment" must be conceded as natu-
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ral. The Prime Minister said that
irrespective  of  the cost factor
India would proceed with the ato-
mic power  genceration, because
only by doing so the country’s
scientists wonld learn the know-
how. Sccondly, he said the Gov-
ernment would  try to issue a
White Paper which would include
details about the cost of atomic
power generation, The Prime Mi-
nister indicated  that  the  first
atomic power station near B()mh:ly
would take five years to function
and it had been “hroadly accept-
ed” to have a second station in the
U.P.-an;\stlmn-l’mszll)-l)vlhi area.
A high-powered  committee had
been asked to snggest sites for its
focation. Bt he added that the
Government conld not in the im-
mediate future give much thought
to the other” proposals for atomic
power stations, including the one
envisaged for the “far South”. e
announced  that  the  monazite-
deposits in Bilar were “very con-
siderable”™  and probably larger
than those along the Kerala Coast,

] o L

Mr. Nehru's enthusiasin for the
gorgeous and the gigantic is irre-
pressible. though the resonrces of
Bihar in respect of fuel-power in
coal have been a cause of panic
among minc-owners who do not
know how to regulate their cco-
nomy. linking it to the facilitics of
transport. The statisties of mona-
zite in Bihar is another specu-
lative problem amongst vxplm‘ing
tecams who would require a few
good crores to investigate. Dwel-
ling on the Report as a whole, the
Prime  Minister named it as a
“skeleton™ round which to build
the body of colossal achicve-
ments. The dwindling returns of
agriculture, he has lett for atten-
tion to minor collcagues, thanks to
his scientific obsession regardless
of the austere avoidance of this
source of energy by Western wa-
tions, who also husband the
means of electric power in thermal
terms from hydel projects.

-2 [ L}

As for the liquidation of peasant-
proprietorship and the trends of
co-operative fnrming, the specia-
list Minister S. K. Dey cannot go

'
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BHRARATHAN PUBLICATIONS PRIVATE LTDT
KALKI BUILDINGS, KILPAUK, MADRAS-10

l)(‘)‘()ll(] ;1<S(‘1‘ting that no compul-
sive factors operate in official ad-
ministration. Mr, Dey, Union Mi-
nister  for  Commumity  Develop-
ment and  Co-operation, told on
August 12 that the programme
would suceeed only if it generated
a momentum like that of the Com-
munity  Development Programme
in its 1952 phase. The Minister
was inangurating a two-day meet-
ing of State-level officers for co-
operative farming, called by the
Union Ministry of Community
Development and Co-operation to
review the progress and formulate
the programme for the next six
months, in the light of the pro-
blems faced by the programme.
With this meeting, he said, the
“preparatory phase” should be
over. The Community Develop--



]

ment Programme, according to the
Ministers, had been able to gene-
rate the necessary momentum only
because it had created pressures
from the ground upwards. The
pressures were so great that today
the programme was expending
“faster than our capacity”. The
programme of co-operative farm-
ing must similarly generate pres-
sures from below, he argnes. In
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order to make its impact, it must
become  spontancons  and  com-
pletely independent of a “push
from above”. Whether it is push
or pull, it looks like futile fuss
around the swing-door.

& o o
Those accustomed to  smoking

beedis should be content to light
them with Sivakasi matches, but

The Loan will

4; Per cent

ANDHRA  PRADESH STATE  DEVELOPMENT
LOAN, 1972

ISSUE PRICE Rs. 9976 PER CENT
OPEN ON THE 4th SEPTEMBER, 19%61

be closed without
notice as soon as the subscriptions
amount to Rs. 10 crores approxi-
mately, and in any case not later
than the close of the business on the

9th SEPTEMBER, 1961

The applications will be reccived at the
Offices of the Reserve Bank of India, Bombay
Calcutta, New Delhi, Madras and Bangalore
at the branches of the State Bank of India and
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State Bank of Hyderabad within the State of
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there is nothing to prevent snob.-
hish nabobs from using gold pet-
rol-lighters, bejewelled and but-

toned-in for transistor-music, out -

of a sheer sense of hahadurism.
When in 1960 the site for the first
station for a nuclear power pro-
gramme was spotted and a speciql
vote of fifty-odd crores rushed for
the purpose, the plea was that
India should not in this scientific
cra be “left behind”. Pretence
about the alleged  cheapness of
nuclear power and the shortage
of  conventional  sources  had
nevertheless to be given up; the
plea of making the future “more
seeure” was silenced, It is not as
it in the rest of the world, the
basis of industry and agriculture
is l)('ing atom-oriented, or the set-
ting up of one or more nuclear
power-stations will enable us to
produce more cloth or grow more
tood. The plant is not going to be
made  here,  seeing  that  global
tenders are invited and piecemeal
contracts to foreign firms are being
negotiated. We shall never, never
switch over the installations to
war-purposes since such converti-
bility would be inconsistent with
peace-pledges, but Pakistan has
alrcady  sounded  the  tocsin of
aiarm, speaking of the nced of
balancing  the atomic  menace
geared up in India:  they don’t
give credit to India’s honourable
intentions!
[ o -3

Our approach to a dynamic age
of spacemen should, of course, be
dvnamic, hut the ("\'pcnsc—factur
is not irrelevant. Let us remind
Mr. Nehru of what he himself said
in Parliament, in his reply to the
debate on the President’s address
in February 1958, about this gla-
morous innovation,

“After all) it is the economical
factor that counts. The factory
can be built; that is well-knowa.
You can build it but if it s
frightfully expensive, nobody

is going to build it. We are not -

going to waste money over an
atomic power-station if the
power that is produced is much
more expensive than the power
produced through ordinary me-
thods; that is the main thing”.
‘Nuff said | —P. J.
TR
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"'CRIPPLING THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY
. By PHIROZE ). SHROFF

Making economic plans involv-
ing investments of thousands of
crores of rupees is one thing. Find-
ing adoquute resources for the
implementation of these plans is

iite a different thing. Not only
:te requisite resources should be
found, but they should be found
in such a way as to cause mini-
mum hardship to the people. In
particular, unbearable  burdens
should not be imposed on those
sections  of the people who are
least able to bear them.

The revised targets in the final
report of the Third Five Ycar
Plan envisage an outlay of
Rs. 7,500 crores in the public
sector and an outlay of Rs. 4,300
crores in the private scctor.

A SCrlltilly ()f t]l(,‘ Vilri()llS pr()-
posed heads of resources reveals
that they will greatly iucrease
the tempo of inflation, and will
raise the prices of  commoditics
and even bare necessaries of life
to dizzy heights. During the last
six years the prices have risen at
the annual rate of seven per cent.
During the Third Plan  period
they are likely to rise at a greater
inflationary rate. The further rise
in prices will be the result of the
economic, fiscal, credit and ex-
port-import policies of the Gov-
ernment, and attempts to check
the spiral of prices will fail till
such time whm Government will
adopt sound "non-doctrinaire poli-
cies. In these Five Year Plans the
Government  has been  pursuing
the samée policies (and methods)
.as have been followed in commu-
nist countries. The implémenta-
tion of these idedlogical methods
has caused abnormal inflation; for
instance, in Russia the prices of
ccnsumer goods were 35 times as
high at their peak period in the
«’forties as they were in 1928.

The Third Plan envisages addi-
tional taxation of Rs. 1,710 crores
during the plan period. This is a
colossal figure, especially when it
is realized that during the Se-
cond Five Year Plan period taxes,
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both Central and State, have been
increased by crores of  rupees
year after year. There is after all
a limit to the ability of the people
to bear taxes. Apart from it, con-
siderable portion of the proposed
outlay for the plan is diverted to
non-plan and even non-productive
expenditure. No plans can suc-
cced when Parkinson’s Law ope-
rates with a vengenance., It is
very  necessary that the normal
government budgets are comple-
tely separated from plan budgets.

The Third Plan provides for
deficit  financing to the tune of
Rs. 550 crores, that is at the rate
of Rs. 110 crores per year. This
amotnt,  which will consist of
paper assets, will also be reflect-
ed in the prices, causing  great
hardships to the people.  In the
final analysis, deficit financing s
a  disguised form of taxation.
Governiment's attempts to  invest
non-existent resources will give a
great fillip to inflation. And there
is no guarantee that the Govern-
ment will stick to this limit of
Rs. 550 crores for deficit financing.
The Government will be tempted
to  overstep this limit and  will
come out with various excuses
for not keeping within the limit.
In the interest of proper budge-
tary policies, the Central Govern-
ment should insist on the States to
put a stop to annual deficit bud-
gets. Practices which led to
extravagance and irresponsibility
should be stopped. It is because
the Central Government has con-
nived at the practice of  deficit
budgets by State governments,
that there seems to be a competi-
tion between States to budget for
largest deficits—which the Cen-
tral Government will have to make
good in some form or other.

According to the Plan there will
be surpluses of public sector enter-
prises  (other than Railways)
amounting to Rs. 450 crores. No
convincing indications are given
as to how these surpluses are ex-
pected to be realized. Upto now’
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the return on the public sector
enterprises, involving a capital
expenditure of about Rs. 700
crores, has been no more than
about half a per cent on the
total outley. This return is very
disappointing and is a sad com-
mentary on the working of most
of the public sector enterprises.

Amongst other resources, the
Planners  expect to raise loans
from the public to the tune of
Rs. 800 crores. They further ex-
pect to raise Rs. 600 crores by
small savings. Frequent com-
plaints are madec that some of
these resources are raised by
official pressure. Investment in
small savings is also on numerous
occasions re-converted into cash
by the purchasers of the savings
bonds, soon after investment,
People will stop investing in Gov-
cernment loans and also small sav-
ings when they find that their
cupitul continues  to  decrease in
value, because of the continuous
fall in the rupee. Unless the value
of the rupcee is stabilized, the
Government’s plans to obtain pub-
lic loans and small savings amounts
to the tune of Rs. 1,400 crores
during the plan period will not
materialize.  The plan also envi-
sages a net amount of Rs. 263
crores from provident funds. In
an economy of rising prices, whe-
ther it will be possible (without
causing hardship) to raise an an-
nual sum of Rs. 53 crores by way
of contributions to provident
funds remains to be seen.

Budgetary receipts correspond-
ing to cxternal assistance figure
as the largest single contribution
to the resources for the Third
Plan being reckoned at the figure
of Rs. 2.200 crores. Friendly na-
tions have agreed to  contribute
gencrously towards the requisite
resources for the Third Plan. But
the fact remains that we shall have
to return foreign loans at stipu-
lated terms, and at stipulated
times. If we fail to do so, we
shall rank as international defaul-
ters. Already we find it difficult
to repay the loans we Igye raised
and we are asking fopektension of
time to repay ourﬁlrlier debts.
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Apart from the problem of the re-
payment of the principal, we are
finding it extremely difficult <o
find requisite foreign exchayge to
service the existing foreign louns.

During  the Third Plan  period
we shall have to utilize Rs. 450
to Rs. 500 crores out of extermal
assistance to meet our labilities i.n
respect of existing foreign loans.
In other words, we shall have to
adopt a bankrupt's policy of pay-
ing off former debts by contracting
fresh heavier debts,

The Third Plan provides for an
investment of Rs, 4,300 crores in
the private scctor. When a huge
proportion ot the country’s  re-
sources  for investment will be
drained away by the Govern-
ment by every possible device and
strategy at its disposal, it will be
very dilficult for the private sec-
tor to find necessary resources ol
the order of Rs. 1,300 crores. The

private sector will exist on sufter- .

ance in the coming years and will
be progressively eliminated. This
will spell the doom of democracy
and bhasic freedoms in our coun-
try.

Our investment in public sector
enterprises,  without any regard
to any sound cconomic or busi-
ness principles, has been the bane
of our country’s economy. Our
Planners have to learn the elemen-
tary business principle that the
success of any industrial or busi-
ness venture is to be judg(‘d not
l)y the amount of oo N0 2 spent
over it, but by its productivity.
Squandermania and dishing up of
statistics are no substitute for
sound industrial or businesc eco-
nomy. Till our Planers free
themselves from the bondage of
doctrinaire ecoromics, the pros-
pects for the health and vitality of
our country’s economy are very
bleak. It is hardly necessary to
add that sick economy is not
congenial to political stability.
That is why the enemies of de-
mocracy and freedom have always
sought to obtain political power by
hindering orderly and rapid eco-
nomic progress of democracies,
and even by attempting to create
economic chaos.
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. RELUCTANCE TO FACE REALITIES
- By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: The Neliru-
Fateh Singh  talks  have failed,
amidst  the worsening  condition
of the Akali leader who has been
on “fast unto death” since the
15th of August, and the wmounting
tensicn in the Punjab and round
abont. The possibility, indeed the
probability, of their breakdown on
the central issue of Punjabi Suba
has always bheen there, ™ Yet one
wonld  have expected  the Prime
Minister on the one side and the
Akali spokesmen, on the other, to
think of reasonable  alternatives
and explore all possible avenues,
with a view to saving  Master
Tara Singh from  sclf-immolation
and the sitnation from further de-
terioration. There was said to be
no meeting ground, with the re-
sult that nobody could visualise
what lay ahcad—exeept darkness
and disaster.

In the process the Sikhs might
be hurt bhecause of Akali intran-
sigence, It would, however, be
idle to deny or overlook that the
nation would sufler not less hea-
vily because of the Government's
reluctance  to  face  the  issue
squarely and boldly.  With uner-
ring instinet and farsighted states-
manship,  Rajaji  urged—as he
alone could have done with a cer-
tain moral authority which no one
clse in the cquntry could perhaps
claim—that “the Sikh claim should
be conceded. or the whole matter
of linguistic demarcation be re-
viewed”. There was no other way
open to tackling the issue with a
sense of finality. But it hag never
been the Government’s way of
fidcing the issues arising out of
the situations created by itself.
The ALC.C. resolution of 1947
(unearthed Ry Mr. Ashoka Mechta)
guaranteeing  certain  linguistic
toncessions to the Sikhs, empha-
sises the responsibility of the Con-
gress (and ipso facto of the Con-
gress Government) for the kind
of impasse it is now confronted
with, in the Punjab. But it has
become a habit with the Congress
and its govemments to run away

from realities and to fight shy of
the implications of their own pro-
nouncements and policies.

A high power  Commission
should certainly have been put on
the job of reviewing  linguistic
demarcation, and  examining  the
position in the light of the Sikh
charges of discrimination against
the community, and a truce called.
A few days ago a proposal io
that effect was seriously discussed.
Perhaps the Union Home  Minis-
ter was thinking on those lines.
The tragedy of the whole situa-
tion is that neither would he be
enconraged to implement his ideas
nor even the Punjab Chief Minis-
ter given an absolutely free hand
to bring it under control according
to his own ideas. The last word Tay
clsewhere.

During the last few days no one
of consequence—if - the  Union
Home Minister, the Punjab Chiet
Minister and the C(mgr(-ss Presi-
dent could be called men of con-
sequence—ever knew  what  they
could say or how far they could
go in the parleys with the Akali
leaders while they could not help
seeing some of them. They were
all in an unfortunate predicament;
they still are; they will doubtless
continue to be. For, they do not,
and cannot, know what is in the
Prime Minister’s mind. This is the
case not only in regard to the big
issue of Punjabi Suba but it is the
same case even in respect of much
smaller issues or less difficult ones.
Lot alone the initiative, not a sin-
gle step, it seems, can be taken
by any of them with confidence.
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If Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyan-
gar necded to be advised whether
he should seek re-election to the
Lok Sabha, he had to be directed
to Mr. Nehru alone. If Mr. Hare
Krushna Mahatab wanted to know
abont his future, he was likewise
asked to produce himself before
the Prime Minister. If the question
cropped up whether a present
minister in one of the States
should preferably contest a parlia-
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mentary seat, or a deputy minis-
ter at the Centre should rather go
back to his home-State, the mat-
ter needed to be fnally referred
to the Prime Minister. The Con-
gress President could only “advise’
everyone who sought his advice,
to go to the fountain-source of all
inspiration in the Congress—and
be done with it! There was noth-
ing clse that he could do, situated
as he is. Tt is the same story, over
and over again,

And if, at the end of it all, the
person who has songht an inter-
view with the Prime Minister, feels
that he has only come out by the
same door as in he went, withoat
being any the wiser for his experi-
ence, he only asks for sympathy.
Except that he has been asked to
seek re-clection to the Lok Sabha
and take his chance, the present
Speaker does not know  whether
he can legitimately ask for uncon-
tested return as the nomince of
his party for the next Speakership.
The same advice has been given
to Mr. Mahatah with, of course,
no further commitments. The siti-
ation is p.-n‘tly intriguing as cvery
aspirant to high office desires to
know, even at this stage, all about
his  futire—on  the assumption
that he will win the clection,

One can well inderstand Mr, -
Nehru's reticence when he is thas
pestered by place-seckers. But
what is of greal relevance is the
utter impotence or helplessness to
which he is reducing everyone by
his strange isolation in an ivory
tower beyond easy access. He is
not very happy these days. It is
common comment that never has
he been less inspiring than in the
present session of Parliament, He
has  few advisers, fewer confi-
dants.  He has become far too
lonely—and  he is  terribly  pre-
occupicd. And this above all: no-
body scems to know what is pass-
ing in his mind. ‘

Always kept guessing and not
knowing which way to go, the
men around Mr. Nehru are, to put
it Dbluntly, fecling increasingly
exasperated. They are just facing
a wall on which “uncertainty’
about everything that matters, is
writ large. Their minds are uncasv.
One asks the other “What then's.
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GOLIATH AND DAVID
By BHIKKU '

Hitler, the exponent of the eso-
teric principles of political propa-
ganda, lays down the basic rule
that all propaganda must be con-
fined to a few bare necessities.
These formulas must be constantly
repeated, for only constant repeti-
tion will finally succeed in im-
printing an idea upon the memory
of the crowd.

The endless blitz through radio,
newspapers, speeches of ministers,
whether at the opening of cre-
ches for babies or orations for
departed worthies, seems to be a
study in the application of Hit-
lerian principles for re-orientation
of people’s thoughts and disposi-
tions towards the cults of our lea-
der. In a people so ignorant as to
be incapable of making a realistic
choice between different issues,
loud voices and iterated headlines
in print have the potency of strong
liquor on empty stomachs. The
high jinks of school boys, the fisty
hold-ups of organised labour every
now and then, and even such un-
rulinesses as ticketless travel are
but capers following  draughts
of the new heady brews. Control
of the means of propaganda en-
ables gilding and blazoning  the
names and personalities of the
ruling party, and building up a
facade of their invineibility ‘and
perpetuity. These daily intonings
of Congress ideas and glories, are
reminiscent of the murmuring ma-
chines of Aldous Huxley that
mould nerve impulses towards
weighted biases. There is such a
din  of crores of money in their
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hundreds and thousands that the
listener is stupeficd into a giddy
world of incredible opulence with
a subconscious surge for holding
on to the hems of the cloaks of tha
magicians of this Coue-paradise.
One day we are told that 50 mil-
lion  children will have schools
provided within easy walking dis-
tance, Considering the Himalayan
difficulty of getting admission for
a child into any school these days,
this is a barefaced Jack-and-the-
Bean-Stalk story. Another time we
have it that selected spots of India
will be made to disgorge millions
of tons of crude oil. This seems to
be an anaesthetic to dull acri-
mony against the high cost of the
poor man’s kerosine, and the un-
conscionable racket in the cost of
petrol. The Minister for Electricity
exults that 7 million Kilo-watts
will be added to power supply.
Another  bellowing  voice pro-
claims: “No scarcity of steel at
all in the country. Stéel production
is going to save 100 crores in ex-
change.” Considering the impossi-
bility of getting a couple of zince
sheets to cover leaky roofs and a
few lengths of G.I piping for re-
placing worn-ont pipes at less than
cruel black-market prices, this is a
mirage of glistening water for
parched throats. The Ministry of
Agriculture certainly does not lag
behind in this cacophany. By a
glut of fertilizers, the earth will
be galvanised to parturate seven-
ty-five and a half million tons more
of wheat. The ‘half ton’ gives a
verisimilitude of accuracy in the
appraisal.  This should ~ blanket
out memories of  serpentine
queues and of millions of tons of
good food thrown into the dung
heap by ill storage and neglect
by officialdom,

All this eloquence seems to be
intended as much for self-inflation
into  convictions as for utting
over palatable fiction for eﬁzctoral
needs. One remembers with me-
lancholy foreboding the dictum of
the Fuhrer that what at first ap-
pears as lunatic from its very impu-
dence later on tones down ‘to
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mere unp]('asm)tnvss and  then
comes to he helieved.,

Finally, there is the drum-helt
repetition that the Swatantra Party
is a "Reactionary Party’” of vested
interests and of rich ‘men. The
glib  simplicity of those black
names is meant to needle the emo-
tioual tender spots of a people in
perpetual want and poverty.
Reality and truth have so many
complicated facets that their ex-
pression and  communication are
fvurful]y handica wped against fa-
cile and simple }’.\(svlmnds. The
artists of these epithets have an
Asura cuteness worthy of a Hitler.
As against these, such scinti}h}t-
ing words of the Prime Minis-
ter  as  "Modernism’,  “Science
and Technology’, “Traditionalism’,
‘Stagnation’, ‘Atomic age” and ‘Not-
a-foot of Indian  soil—all carry
a brazing imagery of rainbow-
tinted vistas of futurity. Whatever
be the successes and failures of the
Swatandra Party in the clections, it
will have justificd itself by show-
ing that there are still men of
fibre, of thonght and experience,
who defy what appears to be a
Goliath  of brute power, wealth
and  limitless wrong-doing, even
as David did.

Congress and Municipal
Elections

The Romans had a saying that those
whom  the gods wish to destroy,  rst
drive them mad. Such a madness scems
to be descending on (h\" Congress, as
one can judge even frem the affairs of
@ small town like Mangalore,  During
the past week, the Congress has shack-
ed the public by ordering the postpone-
ment of  elections to the Municipal
Council. The print order for the electaral
rolls had been issued and nominations
were to take place on the 20th of this
month. No reason for the postponemer.t
are given but it is understood that, as
soon as the local Congress knew that
an Independent Front had been orga-
nised agaiust it, the Government was
persuaded  that unless the municipal
elections  were postponed, not only
would they be lost but also the general
clections, which follow shortly after.

What the Congress has not realised is
that this has only encouraged the Inde-
pendent Front and convinced the pub-
lic that the Congress is on the run.
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* So Yedaratnam too is gone, the
last Gandhian in the Madras Con-
gress. Good men are fast disap-
pvau‘ing. one after another, h'al\'ing
belind. to be in complete charge
of the Congress, those who had
lomg suppressed  their - opposition
to Gandhiji and his plea for
dharmg against tempting expedi-
cney and waterialisin, bat - who
were, Tor the time, overwhelmed
by his magnetic power over the
masses. and who now openly lead
men along the path wherein faith
rests on matter and not on spirit.
In Vedaratnam—Ilet me strike a
personal note—1 have lost one
who was a blood brother in politi-
cal life as far as dear Tamilnad
was concerned, one whose faith
and courage never failed him in
his support to me. When | revolt-
ed now, his heart was with e,
but he saw how Himalayan was
the task I undertook and all my
present handicaps. He thought it
best to stav where he was, hoping
against hope, and T let him be.
Vedaranyvam is a lasting monu-
ment for Vedaratnam, if monu-
ments can make up for the great
reality of dealh!

*

The Prime Minister has declared
that his policy is that  Govern-
ment undertakings  should  be
worked so as to yield maximum
prolit, andilie Bas justified this usti-
rious pn]i('y hefore a wondering an-
dience of adinirers. What happens
then  to the  delusion of  the
peopleethat thev wounld et things
cheaper when the socialist - State
fakes over manufacture and busi-
negs from the wicked and greedy
capitalists? The value of nationali-
zation to a poor people is the ex-
pected (and promised) reduction
of prices, not ('fﬁcicncy as a taxing
pwchin(* indirvctly mopping  up
people’s money through sales and
services  done by the  State’s
arrogant  servants instead of by
humble individuals interested
in their own profit, though
competing with one another and
therefore not likely to go too far.
A maxigum profit-making mono-

polist State is a bad bargain for
individuals engaged in o compe-
tition with one another for the
consumer’s Tavour.  But all this
argument is academical. Let us
wait until really the State officials
make public undertakings profit-
able to some extent which is un-
likely as things appear!
x

Those who oppose Master Tara
Singh'’s  demand may be  classed
under two heads, (1) Those who
fear  oppression by the  majo-
ritv in the newly formed  lin-
iistic . State. Is it that peo-
ple are abraid  of  democracy,
exeept where you are in the majo-
rity vourself? Alas, perhaps this
is so. (2) Those who want a united
Punjab at the border. A single
administration  does  not always
mean a united people. Surely it
must be obvious that, to refuse the
demand and keep the Sikhs discon-
tented and angry, is not the way to
create a united people in that re-
gion.  Are the Sikhs a negligible
minority that do not comt? Tlis-
tory does not warrant this attitude,

Now on
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There is a point at which onc’s
own judgment about the feelings
of others. on which depend union
and strength, must vield to clearly
demonstrated evidence to the con-
trarv. I was ()pposcd to the An-
dhra claim for partition of the
great State of Madras up to a
point. When I saw that the
Andhras  would not be happy
until they had it T supported the
partition, and now there is good
feeling and trust such as could
never have issued from  compul-
sory union.

The reprimand administered by
the Prime Minister to Md, Dawood
Ali Mirza in the Rajya Sabha over
the Tatter’s discourtcous reference
to General Ayub Khan and the
decision of the T.ok Sabha, on the
Prime Minister’s advice, to admo-
nish the Editor of Blitz may be
deemed to be a fairly satisfactory
warning to flatterers that it does
not alwavs pay. But onc may sup-
pose that flatterers know their own
job and will not be deterred by
occasional  reverses, In the  long
run. perhaps, flattery pays.

.2
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INDUSTRIAL INDIA
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Owing to various difficulties the
compilation of an annual such as the
one under review has frequently proved
a prodigious task. But the Industrial
India Annual 1961 bears all the evi-
dence of having surmounted conven-
tional obstacles. What is more, it has
succeeded in bringing together lucidly
written articles on themes that may be
familiar, but, nevertheless, continue to
perplex many lay readers, though
they might fascinate the student of
Indian economic affairs. The range of
subjects dealt with is comprehensive.

The editorials give a flying start to
the Annual. In “Regional Co-operation
in  Industrial Development,” Mr. V.
Nyun of the ECAFE comes out with an
infrequently stated home truth: “...The
achievement of self-sufficiency through
high cost ventures would lead to the
satisfaction of effective demand at a high
price level, while leaving basic neceds
unsatisfied”. The Indian automobile
industry is an apt illustration of this
point. In his article on “Interest Rates
and Development Policies,” Mr. M. L.
Hoggman of the World Bank declares:
“No market rate of interest is likely to
reflect the ‘true’ cost of capital to an
enterprise in a country with a rudimen-
tary capital market dominated by a

Central Bank whose principal concern
is to keep the cost of Government bor-
rowing low and stable or both”. The
Indian money market deadlock  caused
by an unrealistic bank rate could not
have been more succinetly  described.
Mr. Robert Garner of the International
Finance Corporation, writing on “Fi-
nance  for Development,”  warns  us
that “Foreign investment capital must
be promised a  substantially  higher
return than is available in the indus-
trialized countrics, if it is to venture
into the developing areas”. In “Trends
in New Company Registration”, Dr.
Raj Nigam gives interesting figures in
tabular form and indicates the effect of
the new disciplines of Company Law and
the new trends in managerial prefe-
rences. Mr. M. S. Srinivasan’s article on
“Need for Economic Incentives,” Dr.
Subbaroyan’s on “Transport Develop-
ment” and Mr. S. K. Patil’s “From
Subsistence  Farming to  Commercial
Agriculture” are among the other very
readable articles in the genceral section.

Among the highlights in the technical
section are Dr. K. L. Rao’s article on
“India’s Water Resources Development
in the Decade”, Dr. A, N, Kapurs
“Paper and Pulp Industry in India,”
and Mr. §. K. Ghaswala’s “Growth and
Development of  Alumininm  Industry”.
Several other themes, like wmarketing
strategy, stores purchase and importance
of design, have also been ably dealt
with. The textile, cable, drug, glass,
plastics, tea and organic chemical indus-
tries are other subjects on which men
of expericnce in the respective fields
have contributed articles,
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The Atomic Energy section is Very
informative to laymen, particularly the
article on  “Production of Electyjcity
from  Nuclear Encrgy”. The Indo-
forcign  cconomic  callaboratiorr section
is notable for the acticle by Sir Paul
Gore-Booth. The figures given in the
article on “U. 8. Government Assistance
to India”, reveal that U, S, assistance
from the commencement of the  aid
programme in June 1931 totals 3,843
million dollars or Rs. 1,829.2 crores,
under Aid and Loan heads.

.

The Japanese section is of special in-
terest to all those who have looked for
technical  assistance  or  have availed

themselves of Yen credit or, in general, -

have been fascinated by Japanese ap-
proach to industrial problems in the
post-war years, Those who have been
studying at first-hand American, Euro-
pean and Japanese techniques in indus-
try have had a hunch that Japan, with
its less massive and capital  intensive
plant and machinery, has a more prac-
tical message for India than Western
countries  in certain  industries.  Mr.
Koichi Aki's article on “Role of Japan
in the Industriadization of Developing
Countries™ deals with well known facts
of the problem of under-developed eco-
nomics, “In comparison with Western
countries, Japan has carried out her
industrialization,  in a relatively  short
period and mainly by means of her
own capital” he says. Evidently man-
power (which in Japan includes woman-
power) has done more wonders in
Japan's economic rehabilitation than are
dreamt of by India.

The get-up of the Annuad has all the
elegance of a modern shop-window,

—S. NABRAYANASWAMIE
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ONE-SIDED ADMINISTRATIVE ... .. e
(Continued from page 2)
tory"—so much for the value

" of “these projects!—"planning for

the Fourth Plan  should be
started immediately and 2 com-
prehensive  time-table may be
worked out for completing stu-
dies for the Fourth Plan pro-
fects during the next three years”.
Agencies such as the Committee
on Plan Projects, and the Pro-
gramme Evaluation Organization
are to continue their work of ad-
ministrative research and evalua-
tion. Committees sent out by one
door are to come in by another,
for “a small committee in each
ministry is to locate officials who
are inefficient or against whom
suspicions exist  regarding  their
moral integrity”.  Cannot the sec-
retary or head of each depart-
ment be entrusted with this duty?

As “management of projects is
a new and important part of ad-
ministrative practice”, training in
planning, estimating, cost-account-
ing is essential, Training arrange-
ments are to be made “to deve-
lop individual and group respon-
sibility, techniques for fostering
initiative, ability to  programme,
increase in capacity for improve-
ment in performance.”  But when
and  where, and by whom, this
training is to be administered we
are not told. Public relations and
their organization—a highly tech-
nical and specialized  business—
are to be left in the hands of over-
worked heads of departments. A
whole sct of these reforms are
concerned with the management
of the new public enterprises. The
minisltri(‘s concerned are to have
strong planning cells, design and
rescarch units, units for evalua-
tion, review of progress, reduction
of costs. Finally, the Planning
Commission is charged with the
duty of employing the procedure
for consultation with it; the forms
of reports on projects at the Cen-
tre and in the States should be
drawn up in consultation with it.
The Planning Commission has
evidently become another depart-
ment of the Government of India.
Plans and the Planning Commis-
sion are to set the tone and the
pace of Indian administration.

;
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MADRAS CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES BILL

Sir,—An acid test for the adequacy
of the Madras Co-operative  Socicties
Bill will be whether the co-operatives
under the proposed Act can fulfil their
big role under the Five Year Plans, Ac-
cording to the Third Five Year Plan,
consumer  co-operatives  in wban  areas
and service co-operatives in rural areas
require wrgent attention in the public
co-operation programme  under  the
Plan. Does the bill seck to improve the
standird  of fundamental honesty and
efficiency of service of these two types
of co-operatives, so as to inspire and
secure the requisite public confidence
and  co-operation  as required by the
Plan? We have had recently, in our
State, quite a crop of major crimes of
misappropriation of stocks and moneys
in a number of consumer co-operatives
on a big scale by officers and men i
responsible charge. Does the bill provide
adequate safeguards against the recur-
rence of such critnes? No.

There should be a Director of Pro-
scentions for mwjor crimes in the co-
operative movement. The Director should
be an independent officer of high judi-
cial status. Such an officer is necessary
in the interests of justice. The audit of
co-operatives should be in the hands of
an independent ageney. Tt should be a
concurrent one, instead of being belated
as now. The statutory ispection of
the co-operatives should be more fre-
quent, effective and helpful. The prob-
lem of converting the present weaker
consumer co-operatives  into an effec-
tive  agency, for honest and  cfficient
consimer service to each citizen as con-
templated in the Third Five Year Plan
docs not appear to have been examined
by the authors of the bill in all its bear-
ings. In regard to sevvice co-operatives,
they are yet to be given a fair trial
and their separate problems have to be
ascertained after necessary investigation.

A. S. Kuppuswam
Tirunelveli

A STRANGE ORDER

Sir,~The Bihar Government is under-
stood to have directed all the offices
to hang in cach room the portraits
of the late Dr. Shri Krishna Sinha
and the late Dr. Apugrah Narain Sinha,
Chicf Minister and  Finance Minister
respectively of the State. Does the ex-
pression ‘all the offices’ cover Patna
secretariat alone or the whole of Bihar?

How many rooms are ‘all the offices’
supposed to have, and what approxi,
mately would be the cost of a portrait,

and what is the overall estimate of cost
involved in this innocent and pious
order? Could anybody throw some light
on the propriety, or otherwise, of such
expenditure under the prevailing econo-
mic condition of our people?
Dumaria Estate, S.M.S.
Champaran  district

Surreptitious Grab
Mr. A. Rama Rau, M. L.C.

writes :

The Audit Report for 1959-60 of the
Government of Andhra Pradesh released
this week gives many  interesting  de-
tails.

There is one item which is mentioned
at page 43 of the Audit Report. It
speaks  of  donations by Government
companics to a political party. It is
obvious that the party is the Congress,
afthough the name is not mentioned.
The Report says: “Donations aggregat-
ing to Rs. 1,30,500/- were made dur-
ing the years 1957 to 1959, by certain
Government  companies to a  political
party...... after the issue of a dirce-
tive by Government in July 1938
regquiving  the  Government  representa-
tives to oppose, in principle, the propo-
sal to make contributions to any poli-
tical party......... The Government has
stated that in this case the resolution
was passed by a majority of the direc-
tors though the two Government direc-
tors dissented.”

Comment is needless. There is noth-
ing more scandalous than this. The
money that is donated is all from the
public sector and the principle that is
said to be accepted is only an eye.wash.
It public monics are utilised for the
use of a political party, democracy in
owr country is certainly in great peril,
and I am sure the voters in our coun-
try will wake up.
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acres thus helping to feed more mouths and
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OWING MONEY IN EVERY WESTERN CAPITAL

The able Washington columnist
of The New Leader, Mr. Tristram
Coffin  wrote revealingly about
Amecrican feeling in the middle of
July when the Berlin erisis had
assumed its worst complexion, He
wrote that there was a new mood
of bellicosity in the mind of the
average American. “In the casual
rconversation of hundreds of offi-
cials, onlookers and correspon-
dents,” he saw that the pressures
on the Administration to fight will
be irresistible if Moscow gets
tough over West Berlin. And Mr.
Tristram Coffin observed: “There
is a violence latent in the Ameri-
can people; when we  become
angry we use our fists or kick or
slap.  This is something that the
USSR for all its elaborate intelli-
gence system, does not under-
stand.”

Whether this is just bluft or cor-

analysis, 8fr. Tristram Coffin
gceeds thereafter to give good
advice to his people. He agrees
with  Senator  Fulbright that
the call fer a hard policy was a
dangerous doctrine.

‘Senator F ulbright’s words are
werthy of Dbeing * repeated for
their value for all nations.
“The fact is that our greatest
strength, indeed our greatest asset
in the strugble—is that ours is a
permissive system, challenged by
one that is totalitarian. Our sys-

tem JMgarantees certain  basic
rights™{& the individual, and it is
these that have made the United

States the focus of man’s best hope
of a way of life that is consistent

By C.RAJAGOPALACHARI

grips the  imagination of others.
Rather, it is the value not only of
liberty and individnal freedom, but
also of international peace, law
and order, and constructive social
purpose.  When we depart from
these values, we do so at our peril.
If we are faithful to our own
values, while following an intelli-
gent, courageous and consistent
line or policy, we are likely to find
a high measure of the support we
seck abroad.  But if we fail our
own values and ideals, ultimately
we shall have failed ourselves.”
Great words these and of more
general application than only for
American policy. The policies and
promises of the communists are
being copied, for instance, in
India by the ruling party in order
to beat the communists at their
own game. This competition is a
fatal  policy.  Success  gained
that way will prove itself at the
end to be a Dead Sea fruit. We
must be true to the spirit of India
and the ideals of Gandhiji if we
desire true happiness for all onr
people. Happiness does not con-
sist in a statistical show. And if
the statistical show js built on bor-
rowing from the nations of the
carth sums we can never repay,

Individual freedom alone
can make a man volun-
tarily surrender himself com-
pletely to the service of the
society. If it is wrested from
him, he hbecomes an automa-
ton and society is ruined. No
society can possibly be built
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ﬁ, soon see what a vanity
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The GOwerament ‘has-now bor:
rowed nearly ¥=5800.-arores from
nations abroad. Mr. Masani re-
called recently in Parliament that
when Sri Jawaharlal Nehru was
setting up his national planning
committee in 1939, Gandhiji in his
letter to Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
described what he thought about
it: “The whole of his planning is
a waste of effort. He cannot be
satisfied with anything that is not
big”. The notion that we should
imagine we are at war with the
whole world and under siege and
we should therefore industrialize
onr country, so that we may be
self-sufficient whatever be the cost
of such independence, is imitation
without purpose, in a world which
is more and more becoming one
and inter-dependent.

There is an amusing but very
rclevant passage in Thackeray:

3y He lived comfortably on credit.

He had a large capital of debts,

which, laid out judiciously, will

cary a man along for many years.

“My dear fellow,” I heard Jack once

say, “I owe money in every capital

in Europe.”

Arithmetic is a science common
to all affairs, individual, family or
national.

I may wind up quoting a
sentence from what I wrote
in December 1958 in the Asia
Monthly: “It is as true in poli-
tics as in other matters that
the best and safest course is to
follow swadharma, one’s own phi-
losovhy of life—and not to adopt

B0 0000080 0000 00000000000 6000000005009 00060000650 5050000000
Prited by R. Anavthanarayanan & gublished, by T. Sadasivam on behalf of

7. Publications Privaté Ltd, at the i Press, Kilpauk, Madras-10. Editor :

on a denial of individual

freedom. —GANDHIJT another’s dharma, however attrac-

with his quest for freedom and
tive it may be at the moment.”

dignity. It is not our affluence that

[
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GOVERNMENT’S DEFENCE OF THE
THIRD PLAN

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

When a battle is lost, the army
tries to extract victory from re-
treat, as the British did at Dun-
kirk. The Third Plan was never
in doubt about its being approv-
ed by Parliament; it was on trial
outside before those better inform-
ed and more interested, who for
various reasons could only be re-
presented by the Swatantra Party
in the legislature. Unfortunately,
the Press has given little space to
what was said by the Swatantra
Party. Fortunately, the Prime Mi-
nister and the Planning Minister
have both made up for the defi-
ciency by devoting the greater
part of their speeches to contro-
vert the Swatantra Party. From
the way they have defended the
Plan, one could estimate what
the Swatantra Party has gained
for reasoned thought on the Plan.

The Planning Minister conceded
that it was common ground that
everything should be planned to
increase production, reduce in-
equalities, and prevent concentra-
tion of wealth to the detriment of
the country. The differences which
the Planning Minister did not at-
tempt to clarify were, first, whe-
ther this should be done by State
or private enterprise; secondly,
whether the results should be
measured with reference to the
previous plans instead of future
expectations; thirdly, whether it
was socialism to increase the pro-
duction of the State and reduce
the consumption of the people;
and fourthly, whether the State

The
Nation’s
Best
*
BENGAL ELECTRICALS CO.
I MADRAS-17 — BANGALORE-3
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should do what the pcople can
do for themsclves.

The Prime  Minister’s  speech
was a supreme exercise in irrele-
vance. He described the Plan as
a joint effort, which every one
knows was not considered even
by a Joint Select Committee, re-
presentating all parties. Instead
of detailing the results of the last
ten years of planning, he pros-
pected the outlines of planning
during the next twenty years. In-
stead of meeting the criticism not
only of the Swatantra Party but
of ‘experts in economics and in-
dustry, he sheltered himself by
saying that foreigners had praised
our planning. In this he mistook
the polite compliments paid by
diplomats and not of apprehen-
sions expressed by experts like
those of the World Bank. He
even dragged the Pope in by main-
taining that the Catholic Church
was moving in a socialist dircction,
forgetting that Christ has been
described long ago as the first
socialist with a Galilean colouring.
He leaned on statistics of National
Income and life expectancy though
he had himself recognized the ex-
istence of wide margins of differ-
ence between the statistics of
different ministries and wanted a
single department to deal with
them. And the anti-climax of
his speech was that mid-day
meals were an achievement for
education, foreign aid for spurring
our ex‘?orts, and defence expen-
diture for resisting Pakistan.

Mr. Nanda’s performance was
even worse. The burden of the
attack on planning was that it had
caused very high rises in whole-
sale prices. According to the
report of the Reserve Bank just
available the rise was 30 per cent
in the Second Plan against a dec-
line of 24 per cent in the First
Plan. Mr. Nanda’s defence was
that prices had risen more in
other countries. In the first place,
this is inaccurate bécause a recent
U.N. Survey places India on the
top of all other countries in res-
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peet of inflation. Secondly, the rise
in wholesale prices is only a part of
the increase, because retail prices

are. even higher and eveny Mr.-

T. T. Krishnamachari is aceus-
ing the Government that the cost
of living in Madras during the last
five years has gone up by 47 per
cent!

Secondly, the charge was that
imflation was due, first, to scarcity
on account of planned divcrs‘i(m of
finance, raw materials, transport
and power away from articles in
common demand to the production
of the industrial base. What was
claimed to be an increase in indus-
trial production was from items
largely required by industries and
not by the people. Mr. Nanda did
not attempt to mect the charge.

The second cause of inflation
was taxation, particularly indirect
taxation. Mr. Nanda’s defence was
that prices had risen only by half
a per cent from indirect taxation,

Apparont]y he arrived at this.

figure by strictly relating  the
quantum of increase in taxation to
the national income, forgetting,
first, that the greater part of the
national income is sclf-consumed;
secondly, that there are items like
cloth, sugar, kerosene consumed
by the common people, in which
the tax is nearly equal to the rest
of the cost; thirdly, that though
the actual addition from indivi-
dual taxes may be com aratively
small, the trade raises the prices
much more, as cveryone knows
how after the last ]}ud%ct, li)riccs
of nearly all consumer goods in-
creased by at least ten per cent.

The third cause of inflation was
the monetary policy of the Gov-
ernment, particularly ificrease in
deficit finance, currency, loans,
without compensating increase in
production for *people with more
money in their hands. Mr. Nanda
had nothing to say on price policy
except “that great care will be
taken that the situation does not
get worse”. He forgot that thes
Third Plan was reinforcing all the
ingredients that caused the price
rise in the Second Plan,

Fourthly, controls by creating
monopolies had sacrificed produc-
tion for prices, in favour of a cho-
sen class of dealers and importers.

[ ]
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MISUSE OF SHIBBOLETHS
By POTHAN JOSEPH

2

The, winding-up speech on the
finalized Plan prior to its adoption
by the Rajya Sabha was an echo
of the inauguration address deli-
vered in the Lok Sabha by the
Prime Minister. Mr. Gulzarilal
Nanda as Planning Minister and
Deputy Chairman of the Commis-
sion repeated some of the shibbo-
leths borrowed from the vocabu-

GOVERNMENT'S DEFENCE ... ... ... ...
Mr. Nanda’s defence that controls
were necessary in the war against
poverty and unemployment, over-
looked that the poor form the lar-
gest part of the body of consum-
ers, who can only benefit in res-
Fect of quality and prices by the
ree competition among the pro-
ducers and suppliers. Mr. Nanda,
of course, ignored the miracles
achieved by frec competition in
»other countries. He denied there
was any unholy alliance between
State enterprise and big business,
forgetting that nearly the whole
construction of the first is handled
by the sccond, that most of the
production goes from the one to
the other, and that the back-
wash from State enterprises
has added in income and profits
only of a limited class. What the
Swatantra Party maintained, even
with the agreement of the Commu-
nist and Socialist Parties, was
that only the poor had paid for the
planning of the Government.

In these cirdimstance, the justi-
fication for planning, that it was
socialistic and that it strengthened
the economy for the future, can
only satisfy the Congress and
~those it can deceive. Not only
has the economy been disorganised
by the unintelligent and uninter-
ested interference of the Govern-
ment with it, but it carries now a
burden of foreign and indigenous
debt that on one hand reduces the

* independence of the country and,
on the other, imposes an unneces-
sarily high price structure. Not
only has the present generation
been bled but future generations
will be oppressed by the mistakes
of the Government.

lary of warfare, which are also of
liberal wuse in Pakistan. Mr.
Nechru sounds the trumpet and
bids India march forward, never
to say fail. President Ayub Khan,
emulating the style, wants Pak-
istanis to wage war against
poverty, illiteracy and disease. As
for peace, the term carries the
suggestion of tranquillity and rest-
fulness, but Mr. Krushchov wants
it to be known that Communists
are incessantly “struggling” for
peace in the midst of war-mongers.

On August 3, when the Prime
Minister signed the Rcport for
adoption by Parliament, he told
newsmen that “the completion and
signing of the document has been
a simple and informal affair, but
it represents a historic moment” or
an epoch-making hour as court-
chroniclers described it: for be-
hind it lies the labour (he conti-
nued) of large numbers of peo-
ple.

“Even though it is a report
comprising  many hundreds  of
pages, it is but a skeleton of
what has to be done¢”—a change
of metaphor. After this magnifi-
cent vista-vision of the future, Mr.
Nanda, in his turn, could not quite
ignore the distress of the present,
especially in view of the outlay
being intended to be comprehen-
sive, embracing all problems. Bis-
marck once told an omniscient
comnsellor; “Let us not solve all
problems but leave some for pos-
terity to tackle, lest they feel
bored having nothing to do”.
Indian planning is geared in the
reverse order. Though our tigh-
tening the belt is to suit starva-
tion-girth in our time, posterity is
to inherit affluence—their finest
hour in the enjoyment of bulging
prosperity. Still the Deputy Chair-
man felt that a reference to the
incidental duty of maintaining
prices and relieving unemploy-
ment would be relevant, and he
dwelt on the possibility of “some”
employment to relieve pressure in
the Third Plan. Investment in
the Third Plan, Mr. Nanda said,

provided for 14 million jobs so.

8

that the remaining three million
new entrants would have to be
cared for and this was proposed
to be done by undertaking rural
works at a cost of Rs. 150 crores.
This process would be continued
for the next ten years, but these
statistics are largely conjectural.

It is really a 15-Year Plan now
adumbrated, because according
to the outlines he gave Parlia-
ment, Mr. Nehru expects the
country to invest Rs. 17,000 crores
in the fourth Plan and Rs. 25,000
crores in the fifth Plan, thus pro-
moting the assumption that the
ruling party will continue in power
for years on end without any pros-
pect of replacement, or of electo-
ral success to any Opposition.
Keeping up the military analogy,
Mr. Nehru declared that the
whole nation is committed to the
Plan and that there would be no
retreat. The mighty adventure
is to be treated as a non-party
undertaking. Once a war is on,
do the people of a country in-
dulge in internal wrangles? No,
there is unity in the quest of
self-preservation against the ene-
my. Burying the hatchet, all citi-
zens sally forth to fight the good
fight with a united front. Hence
the Government takes solidarity
for granted whereas in the prose-
cution of five-year plans the basic
tension is internal, and the alarm
is about the consequences of
the crypto-socialistic exercise of
power as also the risk of the quack-
measures and socalled dynamic
integration which tend to drive
the nation over the Gadarene
precipice, in the name of science
and modern enlightened ideology.
The crux of improvident planning
and of spendthrift sprees beyond
our capacity, divides parties in
India, and they have their reflex
in political alignments. There are
no external enemies in terms of
this martial figure-of-speech when
charlatanry is hitched on to chi-
mercial ventures: the comparison
is all wrong, when the greed for
monopolist authority is camou-
flaged in the language of battle-
array. National advance has its
own prosaic pace of success and
the terminology of warfare has
no bearing in party-boost.
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

Pandit Nehru says that he gets
very little time for solid work
since interviews and social engage-
ments fill the day’s diary. It is a
trait that accompanies the sense
of peak authority. With supreme
credit for winning the World War
L, the late Lloyd George began to
relax, his routine in No. 10, Down-
ing Street being the reception of
celebrities, the actual work of post-
war rehabilitation being left to
midget-ministers who managed to
get into his Cabinet as he tole-
rantly watched the course of
events. The Liberal Party jour-
nalist A, G. Gardiner, noticing
the trend, stated in his paper that
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there was no doubt the Prime
Minister could talk, but people
had become curious to know whe-
ther hie could read or write. Trite
generalitics and the detailed el-
cidation of the obvious Keep M,
Nchru sparkling, but the tide of
cliches and banalitics threatens to
be as over\vhclming as the Ner-
budda in spate.

] o [

The process of becoming Plan-
minded and  working  hard  to
give the nation a scientific outlook
is one of the pet notions propa-
gated by the “votaries of plan-
ning” with the Prime Minister as
high pontiff. Not long ago the
question of expensive parapherna-
lia came up in Parliament. Vignan
Mandirs were established some
years ago for the purpose of pro-
pagating scientific knowledge and
rousing an interest in the latest
inventions amongst the village-
folk, since town-dwellers are be-
lieved to be not only international
experts but scicntific chaps in the
socicty of top-leaders running the
administration. The worthy object,
however, got entangled in other
aims of party-organization which
generated  the suggestion that
“eultural wings” should be attach-
ed to welfare traffickers tied with
the assurance that they would
undertake analysis of the soil, con-
servation of water, identification
of pests, occasional sprayings of
insecticide, advice for bewildered
agriculturists, night schools for
the aged, chemical tests by medi-
cal practitioners and a large num-
ber of functions which made the
issue of grants go under the head
of multi-purpose welfare in minis-
terial budgets at the ultimate cost
of the Dbeneficiaries under the
harrow. To ward off suspicions
of vote-catching, Mr. Humayun
Kabir explained at length in ‘the
Rajya Sabha that Vignan Mandirs
were really meant not as “service
institutions” but as a medium to
administer a direct impact on the
villager's modes of thinking and
gxperiencing the merits of superb
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social behaviour. How is this to
he accomplished?

o ® o ¢

The  Minister told the Upper
House that the Government would
be equipping the Vignan Mandir
with a science museum, a science
library, a film projector for show-
ing films on subjects connected
with  plant protection, hygiene,
sanitation, village industries and
the like, together with other faci-
lities for discussion groups and
demonstrating  scicntific  experi-
ments of a popular nature. Per-
sonnel in charge of these institu-
tions cannot be credited with
minimal qualifications; and since
we are informed that each district
(and later cach village) is to have a

Vignan Mandir in due course, we

cannot in good taste point to any
dearth of funds for socalled volun-
teers on the spree.

o L] L]

One Vignan Mandir for each
district, for the creation of scienti-
fic atmosphere in rural areas, was
what the Minister for Scientific
Research  and Cultural Relations
cnvisaged in the debate of the
Rajya Sabha on the Report of the
Assessment Committee on Vignan
Mandirs. Referring to the criticism
bv members of over-gentralization
of the mandirs, Mr. Humayun
Kabir said that the Government
intended to hand over the man-
dirs to their respective States for
decentralization. He also empha-
sised the difference between Vig-
nan Mandirs and service institu-
tions in a vain ‘effort to camout
flage the prospect’ of both being
merged into a sort of party-head-
quarters at public expense, even
right now, and not merely event-

ually. .

o o Y

In the froth and foam of debate
tonching Goa in Parliament, the
story emerged of a Pakistani law-
yer in high office visiting Panchim
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and Lisbon to tender advice for a
fee of one-lakh, a mean mercenary
«leal zlpparently in a world of de-
corum and idealism.  Whether it
is the amount or the ethics of the
transaction that drew condemna-
tion was not clear. Lawyers are
entitled to give their opinion for
the fee they nominate, zmd‘ counsel
frcqucntly defends culprits after
contession. When the Butler Com-
missioh investigated the status of
Indian Princes, the brief given to
Sir Leslie Scott cost the Chamber
of Princes a sum total of Rs. 25
lakhs. At that time an eminent
Indian lawyer who had renounced
practice in the wake of the Swa-
rajist revolt in the A‘sscml)ly was
requested by the Sikh Phulkan
States to draft their case for sove-
reignty. Without any alfectation of
horror, he studied the documents,
one of the Sikh States (Jhind to be
specific) paying him Rs. 2% lakhs;
and for an exhaustive representa-
"tion he collected a larger total.
We refrain from mentioning the
name for sentimental reasons, cs-
p('ciully in a centenary-year.

o ° °

A lawyer ex];)ounds the case of
his client—that's all. No one should
wax wroth over any Pakistan law-
yer giving an adversc opinion. Are
we to imagine that Sir Frank Sos-
kice, Q.C., had been in the throcs
of moral conviction when he
argued for exoneration in the Jeep
Scandal case? Lawyers have their
own code; anddpthose who live in
glass-houses should take care not
to throw stones. And in the ex-
change of mutual recriminations,
don’t ket uas forget the words ot
Mr. Krishna Menon not long ago:
“A wise nation and a wise léader-
ship knows on what front to fight
and when to fight. When Portu-
guese Empire crumbles in Africy,
the Portuguese Empire in India
and elsewhete will crumble. We
gre fighting the battle of Goa in
the councils of the world”. Such
being our foreign policy, it is hard-
ly necessary to seek scape-goats.

Righteousness ex: lteth a nation,
self-righteousness never. Py
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MITIGATING THE EVILS OF LINGUISM
By B. SHIVA RAO

It is regretable that fasts  and
counter-fasts are hindering a ra-
tional consideration of the demand
for a Punjabi Suba. Somewhere
along the line of strengthening
regional committces through the
extension  of their  powers and
authority, it is possible that a com-
promise solution may be found.
But it cannot be hustled by the
issue of daily bulletins on  the
deteriorating condition of people
bent on self-immolation to achieve
a political objective.

If one were writing on a clean
slate in India, rcference might
;1ppmpriut(‘ly be made t(3 a sug-
gestion made by the late Sri B. N.
Rau as Constitutional Adviser to
the Coustituent Assembly in the
initial stage of its  proceedings.
One of the problems that loomed
large before the Assembly at that
time was the creation of linguistic
provinees: could a coustitutional
device be found to give reasonable
satisfaction to a distinct linguistic
group without resort to the ex-
treme step of dividing the coun-
try into a number of svp;u’atc
administrative units?

Delving  into the  constitn-
tional practices of other countrics,
Sri B. N. Rau found that a prob-
lem very similar to ours existed
in  Austria-Hungary in the last
century. Croatia was a racial re-
gion, “distinet from the rest of
Hungary with its predominantly
Magyar population. The Diet was

regarded as a separate legislature
for the sub-province of Croatia,
with its proceedings conducted in
the Croatian langnage. The consti-
tutional arrangements were, brief-
ly, on the following principles:
(@) the Union of Austria-Hungary,
with its two provinces and the
sub-province  of  Croatia had a
common head, deseribed as the
King-Emperor;  (b) each had its
own legislature  and  executive
dealing with its own subjects; (c)
Croatia had a special minister in
the provincial (Hungarian) Cabi-
net; (d) it had, in addition, its
owit r('pr('svntuti\'os both in the
Union and in the provincial legis-
lature, Apart from Croatia, there
were distinet regions like Bosnia
and Herzegovina which, however,
it was found impracticable to con-
stitute into sub-provinces.  They
were,  therefore, regarded as  a
common subject between Austria
and Hungary, in charge of the
Union's Finance Minister.

These arrangements seemed to
work with a reasonable measure
of success for nearly fifty years
from 1867 until the commence-
ment of World War 1. Constitu-
tional provisions on somewhat
similar lines were inserted in the
Covernment of Ireland Act of
1920 to tackle the problem of
administering  as separale  units
Northern Ireland and Southemn
Ireland, though the Act remained
a dead letter because of the oppo-

Habitual constipation can cause piles
or haemorrhoids, a condition where
the veins within and immediately
outside the rectum become swollen.
Because of the pain it becomes more
difficult and distressing to evacuate
the bowel. The constipation gels
worse and so do the piles witk painful
Jissures. It follows that, if the acute
pain and discomfort caused by the
piles can be relieved, evacuation of

the bowels will be made easier.
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sition of the latter province to
partition. Nevertheless, each sub-
province had its own legislature
and its own Cabinet to deal with
its own list of subjects, and Ireland
had, in addition, a legislature to
deal with provincial subjects of
common concern to both the sub-
provinces. The two Cabinets form-
ed committees of a single Privy
Council for the whole of Ireland.
Further, each sub-province had its
own contingent of members in the
Union Parliament. Certain sub-
jects were specified in the Consti-
tution, with freedom to the two
provinces to expand the list by
adopting identical legislation on
topics other than those listed in
the schedule.

Proceeding on the analogy of
these two precedents (one of
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which at least had proved for
nearly half-a-century to be work-
able), the Constitutional Adviser
suggested their adaptation to suit
Indian conditions so as to mect
h_alf-way the demand for separate
linguistic provinces. Details were
worked out for a possible multi-
lingual  province " like  Madras
(before the creation of Andhra
State) with territories marked for
inclusion in two distinct sub-pro-
vinces but Madras City remaining
a joint concern of the two sub-
provinces. Each region would have
had its own sub-provincial legis-
lature and a separate Cabinet with
a common Governor who would
have been advised jointly in re-
gard to subjects of common con-
cern and separately in the rest of
the administrative ficld.

Whether such a plan would
have worked in India or not one
cannot  say, without an ;lttcmpt
being made on those lines. At any
rate, it would have avoided the
establishment of linguistic provin-
ces with all the complications that
the reorganization of States has
created in recent years.  There
would have been flexibility in such
a plan, since the subjects of com-
mon concern could be varied in
the different regions and the lists
of such subjects altered in the
same region, if nccessary, through
rules of business rather than by
constitutional amendments.

An alternative plan was also
brought to the notice of the Cons-
tituent Assembly on the lines of
the governmental machinery in
the UK. where a certain number
of Cabinet ministers deal with
problems common to all parts of
the UK., while the others have
their jurisdiction limited territo-
rially. The most notable instance
mentioned was that of the Secre-
tary of State for Scotland, with “a
Grand Committee” of Scottish
members of Parliament to assist
him. It is pertinent to recall that
this particular mode of dealing
with the problems of an area dis-
tinct from the rest of a State was
recently reported to be under the
consideration of the Union Gov-
ernment in connection with the
demand for the establishment of a
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separate hill State in  the Naga
area.
©

However ingenious or promising,
a proposal may be, it is clear that
the champions of the Punjabi Suba
will not be in a mood to enter-
tain it, if the rest of the country
is to continue to be administered
on the basis of the reorganizatipn
scheme introduced six years ago.
That will be considered discrimi-
natory and almost certainty des-
troy the prospects of acceptance.
Sri Rajagopalachari’s recent sug-

gestion of a Commission to review |

the situation created by the States’
reorganization is of pructical value
in this context. The Prime Minis-
ter's willingness to keep an open
mind on the powers and scope of
the  regional committees in - the
Punjab encourages the hope of an
ultimate solution being sought on
such a basis, especially i§ it is
coupled  with an assurance of a
general review by a Commission

of the kind proposed by Rajaji.

The protagonists of the Punjabi
Suba cannot reasonably object
to constitutional arrangements—
whatever may be their character—
if they are recommended as suit-
able for the rest of the country by
a high-powcered Commission after
a carcful review of administration
in the n(‘wly-created State.

Among the terms of reference
I would include two points as
worthy of special consideration:
(1) The position and functions of
a Governor under ofir Gonstitution,
Instances can be” mentioned from
more than one State of a Gover-
nor being reduced to a position
of undignified impotence by
an over-assertive Chief Minister.
There is much to be said for the
appointment as Governors of non-
party men and for giving them
greater opportunities to advise and
influence their Ministries in ad-
ministration. (2) Seeondly, such a
Commission may explore the pos-
sibilities of action under Sectidn
263 of the Constitution providing
for the creation of inter-State
Councils, Such Councils, worked
in the right spirit, can do much to
prevent disputes between States
from generating ill-will and mis-
understandings.
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND HIGH PRICES
By A.V.SUBRAMANIA AIYAR

The weakest and most \mrcalist.ic
part of the Third Plan is the way in
which the triple inter-connected prob-
lems of unemployment, poverty and
high prices have been dealt with, show-
i'ng the planners’ ignorance of the ter-
Lible economic plight of the vast num-
ber of our people. The Third Plan in
its present form is surc to aggravate
their seconomic diflicultics.

The statistics about  uncmployment
in India arc notoriously defective. In
viow of the national importance of un-
employment  statistics, the recent cen-
sus operations could have been availed
of to got reliable data, but it is not
known whether the occasion was made
profitable use of. Based on certain data
available. it may be stated that roughly
the grossly under-employed or unem-
ployed persons could be more than 10
millions in wrban arcas and 40 millions
in rural arcas, with a hottom ])rnck:‘t
of about a third of this population in
absolutely  destitute condition, either
starving or begging.

As for poverty in the country, it can
be stated that, for its size, ‘popu\uhnn
and importance, it is one of the poor-
est, if not the poorest in the \v(_)r]d. T.l\c
per capita income for 1937-538, for which
final figures are available is Rs. 290.1 at
current prices and Rs. 277.1 at 1948-19
prices.  Among - our pop\\l;\tiqn (n.\[y
29.3 per cent were self-supporting \V.lﬂl
an additional 10.6 per cent of.carnmg
dependents. Of the self—suppor'tmg per-
sons 68.1 per cent are agrlcultur.lsts
and 31,9 per cent arc non-agriculturists.
According to a National Sample Survey
conducted in 1954-55 there were abont
6.5 crores ofshouseholds in rural India,
of which abouf one and a half crores
did not own any land and another onc
and a half crores owned only less than
an acre. According to estimates, 70.7
per dent of the houscholds owned less
than 5 acres, 4.5 per cent owned more
than 25 acres, while the namber ot
people who owned J00 acres and moic
‘was only a lakh in all or onc in cvery
650. Of the middle class families which
have been defined in a survey of the
Central Statjstical Organisation as ‘non-
manual cm{%loyces in the non-agricultu-
ral  sector’ (which is not sufficiently
cmnprehonsivc) 79 to 90 per cent get
incomes of Rs. 300 a month and
less. In this group 18.58 per cent get
income of less than Rs, 100. a month.
There are about 5 lakhs of income-tax
assessees, of whom the vast bulk belong
to the lower brackets.

These instructive figures show  the
real depth of the general poverty of the
people, but the Planning Commission
has shown perfunctoriness in dealing
with their lot, indulging in  general
platitudes.  Since the meaning of the
above figures—which may be taken to
be as near correct as possible under
the present state of Indian statisties—
may not be clear to all, it requires to
be explained. Of the middle class fami-
lies. about one-ifth have an income of
Rs. 100 a month and less. Taking
the latest census figures of about 41
crores as our population, with an ave-
rage of 5 persons to a family, we have
about 8.8 crores of families. Of these
about seven crores of families have not
adequate means of livelihood, with the
deficiency being hearable in about two
erores of familics, acute in another two
crores. wihearable in about a crore and
a half. The rest are in absolute
pauperism.

What should  he the  price  policy
under these circumstances? It does not
require any argument to show that the
prices  of essential commoditics,  such
as food articles, clothing and  certain
consumer goods should be suclt as ta he
within the means of the bulk of the
population, Can we say that it is so
at present? The tragic fact is that our
rulers did not bear in mind the para-
mount importance of this necessity in
formulating the Third Plan.

While the need for industrial deve-
lopment  and  increase  of agricultural
production is urgent, any plan of deve-
lopment should take into account the
following factors, without which it will
defeat its own purpose:

(1) The total outlay and production
targets  should not be such as to
directly tend to result in  inflation
and increase in prices.

(2) The avoidance of incorrect
estimates  and wasteful expenditure,
that has been a feature of the first
two Plans.

{3) A drastic reduction in non-
developmental  expenditure,  espe-
cially the cost of administration,
which was over Rs. 700 crores last
year, being nearly half the revenue
of the Centre and the States and of
building programmes, both in the
public and quasi-public sectors.

(4) The avoidance of too many
indirect taxes, which directly hit the

7

poor and middle classes by causing
increase in the cost of living.

(3) Adoption, without declay, of
poor laws and work-houses for able
bodied unemployed, who have no
means of subsistence, either through
the existing Panchayats or through
some other agency, and of other so-
cial  security measures, such as
heatth and unemployment insurances,
old age pensions, ete.

As a result of the planning policies,
the prices of all consumer goods have
been soaring.  The assurance of the
rulers that they will ‘hold the price
line’ while adopting measures that will
inevitably lead to increase, cannot be
easily fulfilled. The index for all commo-
dities at the end of 1960 was 1265,
with 1952-53 as the base. The work-
ing class consumer price index for that
period was 124 for all India, while it
was 151 for Madras State with 1949
as the base. Though the general in-
crease of about 23 per cent itself is very
high, the actual rise in price in certain
articles, such as cloth, sugar, cement
cte., have been greater. If controls are
introduced, they will only lead to an
organised  black market.  An all-round
increase in production s essential, cs-
pecially in agriculture. While producers,
both agricultural and industrial, should
be assured of a fair price they should
not be allowed to hold the consumers
to ransom. Inflation can be checkéd
ouly by reducing cexpenditure in both
public and private scctors and in the
cost of administration to the limits of
the real resources of the country, The
talk of restraining consumption is cal-
lous. To finance plans by colossal bor-
rowings and heavy taxation, and increase
the national income, only to find that
it goes to strengthen the already secure
scctions of the society, and f£ll the
puockets  of a microscopic minority of
favoured individuals, while leaving the
bulk of the pcople in the lurch to wal-
low in poverty, is neither patriotism
nor socialism.
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Professor B. R. Shenoy has, in
the course of an illuminating arti-
cle on the Third Plan in Mysindia,
given a few instances of the high
cost of production in India against
much cheaper world prices. We
produced fertilizers in Sindri, the
ex-factory price of which is higher
than the landed cost of imported
fertilizers. We produced at Pim-
pri penicillin to be sold at Rs. 1.25,
whereas  imported penicillin - is
10 nP per million units, that is,
we miist pay more than ten times
the price at which the imported
drug could be supplicd. We make
refrigerators  to - be bought at
Rs. 2,250, while a comparable
UK. mit  would cost only
Rs. 1.000.  We must all buy our
sugar at Rs. 700 per ton in India,
the world price being Rs. 400 per
ton and we export and sell our
‘surplus” sugar abroad at consider-
able loss. These are instances. The
point is what Mr. Masani exposed
in his speech, viz., megalomania
—what Gandhiji described as Sri
Nehru's weakness for big things—
leads us to manufacture in India
what can be and are made clse-
where more  casily and  more
cheaply. There is no prospect of
reduction of cost in the future
which may justify such wnder-
takings. This is not patriotism. It
we disregard the law of division of
labour in a unitary world, in our
ambition to do everything that
everybody does and call prudence
by the names of ‘reaction’ and
‘backwardness’, we arrive at taxa-
tion a}}d yet heavier taxation and
a lowering of standards of life, I
wrote so recently and it bears re-
petition.
*

The thesis that was recently
enunciated in New Delhi that
Germany may be definitely divided
into two distinct States and dealt
with on that basis does not seem
to have any chance with the Ger-
man people. And without the co-
operation of the German people
no international thesis about them
has any practical value. The
Mayor of West Berlin, Willy

Brundt, has expressed his  views
on the Berlin situation in the
course of which he puts the Ger-
man fecling in uncquivocal terms:
“Itis a dangerous delusion to think
that love of their country and the
yearning for national reunification
can be torn out of the German
people’s hearts”.  The two-States-
thesis propounded by Mr. Nchru
is  cssentially pro-Khrushchovian
and ignores the problems of Ber-
lin city situated in the interior of
East  Germany.,  “Freedom-loving
forces  in my country,” says the
Berlin: Mayor, “have woven the
demand for national reumification
into the fabric of their banners.”

Willy Brandt puts his conviction
in blunt language about the treaty
with East Germany which Khru-
shchov has notified.  “Khrushchov
will not serve the peace by signing
i separate peace treaty. Until my
comtry is wnited, my people will
know no rest.”

To appear in any manner to
ratify the division into two
Germanys  comes  to this—that
the  German  commumists  who
had taken refuge in the So-
viet Union and returned in the
wake of the victorious Red Army,
may be given a territorial share in
Germany, that the land be divided
into two States on the basis of
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political dogina, although the peo-
ple arc one. Willy Brandt’s expo-
sition leaves no room for doubt as
to the untenability of this thesis
of partition of land on the basis of
dogma.

*

With evident pride and gratifi-
cation  Mr. Nehrn informed the
Upper Iouse on Wednesday (23rd
August) of the great step forward
in civilization which the Defence
Scientists of India had taken. They
have  successfully — experimented
with  guided missiles. We  are,
thercefore, not behindhand, We
are well on the road!

It is comforting to rcad in
the same rteport of his speech
that our Prime Minister pub-
licly rebuked  the cold  war
Powers for moving about troops
and  issuing  minatory  state-
ments on the Berlin problem,
instead of getting together  and
discussing things as they should.
Here is indeed non-alignment of
ideas in addition to non-alignment
in the cold war.

Our Prime Minister’s statements
on the Berlin situation have creat-
ed a stir in America but it appears
an omnibis assurance given to the
American Ambassador may  stay

the unrest.
c.A.

MADURAL
SERVICE BUILT

with PANDYAN

83 OFFICES SERVE THE PUBLIC

S. N. K. SUNDARAM

Managing Director




SURF IN THE MODERN HOME...

~ *NEW IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME ?’ -

asks secretary Mrs CHANDER MONINI SAREEN of New Delhi

—n

i

&

‘WHEN YoU Have NEW IDEAS FOR YOUR
HOME,” says Mrs Sareen of Amar Colony,
New Delhi, ‘you must try them out. I do
—whether it is a new flower-arrangement
or a modern washing powder.’

Mrs Sareen, who has four children and
works as private secretary in a New
Delhi office, has given surr ‘a good try.
She finds SURF's extra washing power
washes clothes dazzling white. ‘SURF is
simply amazing,” she says. .

‘And what lather! Everything cémes
out so perfectly clean, I use SURF for all
my family washing—sheets, trousers,
shirts, frocks.” Why don’t you try sure?
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A LESSON FROM THE U. A. R.
. By K.S. RAMAMURTHY

The Government of India can learn
a lesson or two from others, and very
much more than what it presumes it can
teach them, It never seems to occur to
oir Government that slogans like “neu-
tralism™, “‘co-existence”, and  “Panch
Sheel” sound sweet to the international
communists only so long as these arc
given othe particular connotations that
suit Russia and China, The Govern-
ment of India would have lost Mr.
Khrushchov’s  esteem  (and  patronage)
and become a ‘hireling of American
imperialism’  had it remained  really
neutral and condemned the happenings
in [Tungary with as much vechemence as
it did the aggression in Suez. China has
taken over a large chunk of Indian
territory presumably, though unilaterally,
believing it to be in conformity with the
principle of “Panch Sheel’, but if our
Government  tries to secure by force
what in law is ours, then we might
be accused of breaking the five prin-
ciples!

It is refreshing to see how a small
country like the UAR has stood up to
Mr. Khrushchov’'s  bullying  tactics
courageously.  Nasser appears to have
shown remarkable understanding  of
communism and made it plain to Rus-
sia that pressure simply would not serve
any purpose.  According to the West
Asia Corvespondent of The Statesman,
at one stage the Russians were bluntly
told by the UAR that communists in
Egypt were  Russia’s  stooges  and
agents and were not struggling for free-
dom but for vassalage. In effect the
UAR made Mr. Khrushchov clearly
understand that, while the UAR fully
appreciated @1 the Russian help, if
Russia expected'*gratitude to be shown
by way of volitical appcasement to
communism, she was completely mis-
taken, The UAR was determined to
be frdb in its own way. Has the Gov-
emmment of India exhibited similar
courage at any time in its dealings with
Russia and China? The way it handled
the Tibetan and Hungarian issues, and
the entire cpisode connected with the
Chinese occupation of 12,000 square
miles of our, territory form ugly and
humiliating surrender to our neighbours
in the north. In its anxiety not to pro-
voke international communism, it is sad
to reflect, the Governmeéht has failed to
safeguard our national interests,

The Correspondent tells us of the
interesting exchanges between Mr.
Anwar el Sadat, the President of the
UAR Parliament, and Mr. Khrushchov
during the former’s visit to Russia in

April last. By then the relations bet-
ween the two countries had become
somewhat lukewarm as a result of Nas-
ser’s tough attitude towards the UAR
communists. Mr. Khrushchov reminded
Mr. Sadat how much the UAR was in-
debted to the USSR, and said that the
UAR ecvidently did not know that socia-
lism inevitably led to communism. What
was Mr. Sadat’s answer to it? He gave
Mr. Khrushchov back in the latter’s
own language. The Correspondent
writes :

“In a very firm but completely
polite response Mr, Sadat made the
following telling points ......... The
UAR rejected the basic Marxist con-
cept of history as a one-way street
‘with capitalism as the starting point
and communism as the ultimate end’,
it also believed that ‘bloody class
war can be avoided’, and Mr. Sadat
said ‘we also believe in the existence
of spiritual factors’ ......... ‘Our peo-
ple refuse to be limited to this choire’
......... that there was no midway
between capitalism and coramunism
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—there was, he said, the third way

of socialism”,

And now, what is this third way of
socialism that the UAR leader spoke of?
It is not of our ‘pattern’; it differs from
communism, How? To quote The States-
man: “The UAR chief publicist drew
up a list of seven ways in which Arab
socialism  differs from communism.
These are: a rejection of class war and
the dictatorship of the proletariat; the
continuance of non-exploiting private
property; no outright confiscation; a
recognition of the value of the indivi-
dual; no ruthless sacrifice of the present
for the future; no blind following of
Marx, Lenin, Khrushchov or Mao Tse-
Tung; and no political monopoiy for
any one party”.

That is UAR official socialism. Is it
not also what the Swatantra Party is
pleading for in India? The UAR recog-
nises the worth of the individual and
private property as the main bulwarks
of freedom. Indeed it is in the recog-
nition of the sanctity of private pro-
perty that the real distinetion between
communism and freedom consists in.
Will our Government ponder over the
results of the UAR-USSR clash and learn
a few good lessons?

INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
By K. R. R. SASTRY

If 12,500 square miles of our terri-
tory have been occupied by aggressive
new China, our answer is “patient wait-
ing”. If an aeroplane is shot down by
Pakistan, our protests have not yet
wrung even the semblance of an apo-
logy. We have again strongly protested
against the kidnapping of Col. Bhatta-
charya by deliberate incursion into
India by Pakistan’s armed forces, Seven
long years have passed and yet the
day of the de jure transfer of Pondi-
cherry is still in the distance. An ob-
jective analysis of the grave defects of
our vaunted foreign policy has now
become an imperative necessity. True,
as a new nation unfamiliar with high
traditions of diplomacy, a certain mar-
gin has to be allowed for failures. But
then it should be remembered that no
nation can make itself felt in world
affairs, without building its internal
strength and the strength of its armed
forces.

Apart  from the Hungarian crisis
when our reaction lent itself to misin-
terpretation, our foreign policy has
been vitiated by theatrical outbursts
with an unabashed criticism of all thy
ex-colonial and colonial Powers. Exer-

cise of restraint in denunciation of
other Powers has not been a strong point
with our Prime Minister. This time it
may be Korea, on another occasion it
may be Cuba, or it may be French
atomic tests in  far-away Sahara; or
again, it may be Tunisia. A wise, well
conducted foreign policy based upon
restraint and non-interference is bound
to yield good dividends but our Prime
Minister does not see it. From China
to Cuba he has hit too wide of the
wicket; these criticisms have sometimes
not spared even our staunch allies, like
the US.A,

On the one hand, India has played
successfully for the building up of a
third force as that of the uncommitted
group. On the other, in this very pro-
cess of interfering through our uncalled
for comments on Tunisia, Morocco, etc.,
we have lost the goodwill and under-
standing of a few big States, like France.
We might have ‘apparently’ won the
appreciation of Powers less strong than
us hut surely lost the advantages of
friendship with a Big Power in that very
process. And it is not surprising that
Pakistan has fully exploited this ‘exhibi-
tionist’ aspect of our foreign policy.
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She has been continuously insulting our
representatives and violating the terri-
torial sovereignty of India.

Our weak-kneed foreign policy float-
ing over slogans like ‘Panch Sheela’,
‘anti~colonialism*  and  “ Indi-Cheeni.
Bhai-Bhai’ have lost for us cven the little
respect we had commanded from our

Today
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neighbours, besides  the  csteem of
Powers like France. If we had confined
our foreign policy to the strengthening
of our relations with Pakistan by aceept-
ing the offer of joint defence, we could
have  strengthened  our position  all
around, We could ill afford to launch on
a crusader’s path of criticising all the Big
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Y araye : :
Powers, oue after another, for theiy past

colonial sins, By preferring emotionaljsm *

to- stark realitics, by pompous obiter
dicta, by  limitless borrowings from
abroad, from all and sundry nations,
and by over-zealous championing  of
obscure causes, we have lost territory,
tespeet, and even our national honoug,
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THE VOLUMINOUS
"By SRIVATSA

[ ]

Objection  to  big, fat  books is a
human instinct. It was not entirely
without significance that, wh(-n.Bvcky
Sharp  resolved  to make public  her
detestation of Miss  Pinkerton, that
august Minerva, she chose to thro.w at
her devoted head no less a voh!mmmf,s
book than Dr. Johnson’s “Diotlonary .
Further, Macaulay’s pathetic  com-
plaint, _when confronted with «a -I)ook
of such portentous size as Nares” life of
Burleigh, that life itself was too short
to read such tomes is justificd. When to
voluminousness there is added  execra-
bleness of writing, the cup of misery
overflows. I was said of Lord Camp-
bell's lives of Lord Chancellors  that
they added a sting to death itself.

Nevertheless, this  instinet,  however
human it may be, is not alwavs justified.
Just as there are hooks and books, there
are fat books and fat hooks. Some of
these are a joy and delight for ever.
Some authors want many pages, many
volumes cven, to express themselves or
to unfold their plot. and harm would
“result it if they were cribbed. eabined
and confined. The characteristic Victo-
rian novel. about which many l)m'l)od
things have been said, was always in
three volumes. But that was only a con-
vention of the adroit booksellers and
had no relation to literary merit. Never-
theless, it is always a pleasure to wallow
in the Victorian novels of Tlmckor'ay,
Trollope or Dickens. A discursive writer
like anv of these would have been hard
put to it to confine himself to a smaller
size. )

Trollope was a prolific writer. st
Autobiography. which mentioned his
meticulous habits, alienated the high-
brows when he said that he sat down
to writc a cocrtatdn number of words
every morning, and did so. This was
repugnant to their notions of the affla-
tus of literature. Trollope is of the
earth exrthy, But he is nonc the less
delightful. The Barsetshire stories are
fong, even voluminous. The fortunes of
the main characters require no less
than six novels in which to be worked
out. Yet no true reader grudges them
his attention. It is a delight to trace the
fortunes from book to hook of the cha-
racters. the family of the Warden, of
that of Dr. Proudie, and of Mr. Josiah
Crawley. There is something peaceful
and  tranquillising as one turns page
after interminable page. He’re one has
the solid gronnd under one’s feet. The
characters are all human. Fvery woman
has something of Mrs. Proudie in her
and of Mrs. John Bold also. Every

man can recognise himscll in the Rev.
Mr. Robart, and also in  Rev. Josiah
Crawley. When the Rev. Mr. Crawley
is vindicated, the reader feels jov at
the triumph of innacence and justice.
There are, of course, inmumecrable
other novels of scquence, The three
musketeers, or rather four, appear first
in the novel of that name. As they
reappear in Twenty Years After, Louise
de la Vdlliere, Vicomte de Bragelonne
and The Man In The Iron Mask, they
immediately  recapture our allegiance
and affection. Tn fact, it is one connected
story from the advent of the musketeers
until their death in poignant circum-
stances after the failure of M. d’Herbley
to displace Louis XIV from the throne.
(Incidentally, has there heen a nobler
ficurc in fiction than Athos?). Dumas
did not stint his pages, and yet no one
will grudge him his voluminousness.

Arnold  Bennett’s sequence of  the
Five Towns tales shows that some kinds
of novels do require large room in which
to rise to their height. The Old Wives’
Tale may be his masterpicce, vet its
significance cannot be fully understood
without its successors or sequels. Tt is
worth noting that yvour modern clever
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novel, whether it may belong to the
“stream of consciousness” or be aggres-
sively “realistic” (as if Thackeray and
Trollope did not picture life as they
saw it) or follow some current fashion-
able theory, is seldom  satisfying when
it is very long,

Macaulay once said that his idea of
cnjoyment was to read Plato with his
feet on the fender. The same pleasure
could perhaps be derived from reading
an author like Trollope endlessly. For,
of course, he wrote much, very much,
hesides the Barsetshire novels. There are
the “political” stories, and also uncon-
nected tales like Ruchel Ray (to which,
speaking personally, T may plead some
special fondness sinee a wise and dis-
ceming father presented it to me over
a score of years agn). Trollope never
stirs the passions. Ile is not a writer
of dithyrambs. e was as modest as
he was ohservant of the human scene.
His greatest triumph is that he robs
what might be called ‘ordinariness’ of
its terrors. He reconciles its reader to
it. teaches him that, if only he would look
properly, he could find in it delights
fully as satisfying as the most highflown
romance. It would be absurd to prefer
against such an author the commonly
justified  objection to  voluminousness.
Trollope  explicitly  disdained  genius.
But he was not withont something of
it.

MEANING OF INDIA’S INDEPENDFNCE
By PREMNATH

I saw little children bheing indoctrinat-
ed to shout “Jawaharlal Nehru-Ki-Jai”
while their tiny feet got bruised in
treading Dharefooted on the hilly tracks
of Matheran Valley—when a procession
was being taken out to celebrate the
Independence  Day on the  15th of
August, 1961. Congressmen  were  ex-
ploding crackers—as the tiny fect of
little children seemed to be bleeding,
hurt by the sharp, piercing stones.
Their teachers made them yell “Congress
Zindabad!” when the procession passed
the Murdaghat. It was a long stream
of poverty-stricken souls, moving pathe-
tically as in a funeral procession, their
march keeping step with the army
‘slow march’ during funerals. T was
watching the scene from a distance
and wondered if it forebode the likely
burial .of the Congress, its job having
been done. long since, though it was
seeking still to carry on its dynastic
rule as it were, by every means.

As the National Flag was being
hoisted and unfurled at various places

by the Prabhat Pheris, dark faces of

penury with bones projecting from the
human temple, peeped from their sheds
wondering if it was the reality of Free-
dom they were experiencing. T too was
wondering. while wandering over the
hills, if what we saw today was true
Freedom’s face.  Could we have heen
really  worse—before  the advent of
Freedom?

While T was strolling in the woods
I heard on my transistor the shouting
voice of Jawaharlal Nehru from Delhi’s
Red Fort. Te was speaking about the
great and  gigantic progress and pros-
perity India had made. 1 only wished
he could have made it possible for the
children at least (in these 14 years) to
wear shoes, for the legend goes that he
is in love with them!

I heard Nchru tell the people: *I
am just coming from Raj Ghat. Our
country will suffer if it does not follow
the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. You
must all follow Mahatma Candhi.” Are
vou following the Mahatma, Mr.

" Nehru?
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PLIGHT OF MIDDLE -INCOME GROUP
By K. V.IYER

The appetite of the Government for
money, whether to spend profitably or
otherwise, is so great that it is prepared
to stretch its hands to anyone, be it
for a loan, a gift or a deposit.

It has already obtained control over
Rs. 500 crores and more of life insur-
ance money through the agency of the
Life Insurance Corporation with the
prospect of accretions of Rs, 30 to 30
crores annually. Then, we find the
Reserve Bank insisting that commercial
banks should leave with it a certain
percentage of the sums on deposit with
them carrying no interest or only a
nominal one. Legislation is now said to
be in hand for the establishment of an
Insurance Deposit Corporation which
may be expected to collect several lakhs
of rupees every year, the collections
likely to grow larger and larger with the
passing of time.

We now read of some new legisla-
tion “to provide for compulsory dedu-
ction of a part of the salaries of the
employees both in the public and pri-
vate sectors for investment in Govern-
ment securities under a non-contribu-
tory provident fund scheme”; the
“rates of deduction may vary from
10 per cent in the case of employees
drawing less than Rs. 300 per month to
about 20 per cent in the case of those
drawing about Rs. 1,000 per month,”
such deductions being “inclusive of
payments by the employee towirds
provident fund or for life insurance.”

The Government will do well, before
proceeding further with this idea, to
ascertain by a survey by the agency of
a committee (or committees, one for
each State) whether such compulsory
deduction along with the other deduc-
tions now in force will leave enough in
the hands of the employee to carry on
his daily life without getting involved
in debt.

COMMUNIST CHINA
TODAY

By Dr. S. CHANDRASEKHAR
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In the case of categories of employees
in receipt of Rs. 300 or less, many
enjoy the benefits of the P.F. scheme,
whether  contributory or not, to the
extent their resources permit and, if
there are many who do not subscribe
to provident fund, it is obviously be-
cause they could not possibly save
anything from their salarics, To the
extent they are compelled to subscribe
under the proposed scheme they will
inevitably fall into debt or cry for an in-
crease in salaries!

Before turning to the other categories
of employces, it is worth considering
how the P.F. scheme works in practice.
It must be within the knowledge of
many of us that a large proportion of
subscribers to the provident fund
are compelled to resort to a sort of
running account of borrowings and re-
coveries (much against their will). That
being so, is it at all likely that the
employees can have a spareable surplus
after mecting all their liabilities? Is it
not a fact that many of them have
adopted the practice of raising a loan on
their P.F. account for the purpose of
paying back an earlier loan in part
and to retain a little for immediate
needs? Does it all speak of these em-
ployees being able to effect savings every
month out of their salaries?

As regards the classes of employees
drawing Rs. 300 to Rs. 1,000 per month,
a survey such as I have suggested
would disclose whether the majority of
them are living within their means and
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the extent of their savings, and how
tar, if any, the allegations of bribery
and corruption frequently made is due
to their having adopted a style of fiv-

ing which they cannot afford. In such

cases, will not compulsory subscrip-
tion of 20 per cent of salary increase
the evils referred to?

Apparently employces  drawing  Rs,
1,000 and over are not being drawn
into the net. The scales of salaries of
these  categories of employeces or ofii-
cers have not been appreciably raised
in recent years, at any rate in the pub-
lic sector, and in fact the maxima have
been reduced in Government circles.
They must therefore be thankful for
not having been included in the pro-
posed scheme. Sometimes one is left to
wonder if they can be considered to be
well off in the light of their anxiety to
secure extensions of service and frantic
efforts to secure jobs clsewhere after
retirement.

There is yet another aspect of the
matter which must not be overlooked,
The Government can of course advise,
direct and even compel people to act
in a certain manner but this should not
be carried to the extent of sapping
them of their independence or making
them invertebrate.  While it might be
conceded  that the Government may
advise and even compel its emplo-
yees—but not others—to insure their
lives to a certain extent and to subs-
cribe to provident fund—as the well-
being of their employces is a legitimate
objective of the Government—compul-
sion beyond a reasonable limit will in
the long run be to the detriment both of
the employces themselves and of the
Government.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

L. I C. FIELD WORKERS -

Sir,—The salaried field workers of
the L.I.C. welcomed nationalisation as
they were misled into thinking that
they stood to gain both in security of
service and in prosperity. The two
classes whose interests are primary and
foremost, the policy-holders and the
workers, are not having a fair deal and
have no say in the management. The
old craze for securing ever more and
more ‘new business’ still persists. All
along the line, it is quantity that is
stressed, never minding quality. The
insured do not get efficient servicing;
bonus certificates have not yet been
issued to them.

Although the overall expenditure
of field workers got reduced from
16 percent in 1956 to ten per-

cent now, the number of those
denied the regular increments every
year is in the upward trend. This
is because of the application of a ‘for-
mula’ > for appraisal, which stipulates
working within a cost of 18-2/3 per
cent to earn an increment. The margin
of economy is thus striking but security
of service is not assured. Where these
savings go is for the public to probe
into.

To rectify all these ills, the Nationel
Federation of Insurance Field Workers
strove unceasingly, the Chairman at last
constituting a Joint Committee consist-
ing of three members of the Federation
and three Senior Officers of the status
of Zonal Managers, to resolve the pro-
blems. It produced what is known as
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the Joint Committee Report embodying
unanimous  proposals. Even  these
modest recommendations of a body set
up by the Management are not being
given efect to. The Federation, there-
fore, observed the Implementation,
Day on the 23rd August,

Reluctance on the part of the autho-
rities to implement the decisions of such
a body will certainly shake the faith in
negotiated settlements as a way of solv-
ing Labour problems all over the
country. Will the Government intervene
betimes® and with sagacity set at rest
the undoubted feelings of cxasperation
nurtured by the hardworking field work-
ers in life insurance business?

Madras A FieLp WORKER

SOCIALISM AND STATISM

Sir,—Socialism implies that principle
which upholds social good. In its true
meaning it does not negate the freedom
of the individual., Vor without indivi-
dual  Tiberty there can be no  social
good. It is incompatible with regimen-
tation. I its fabricated and cryptic sense
.SOL‘i:l]iSl]I amounts  to Statism, tanta-
mount to a sullocating regimentation
resulting in brainwashing, death of the
human soul, and extinction of all in-
centives.

A good premise may cither be applied
for social good or transformed to suit
aggrandisement  and  narrow  party
gains. The latter fate has befallen the
good word socialism. It has been veno-
mised by wishful thinkers and dictators,
We have to fight socialism in India be-
cause it portends grave dangers to the
life and liberty of the teeming millions.
We have to resist and put an end to
the crusading cfforts of the so-called
socialists for totalitarian ends.

Candhiji wad\a true socialist. But
there was no “moe’ing ground” hetween
the Mahatma and Mr, Nehru. The Gan-
dhian  socialism—accepting  trusteeship
as its practical application—is ethical,
comprehensive, and  productive,  Mr.
Nehru’s version of ‘socialistic pattern’
is but a reproduction of Soviet Statism.
Stagism is opposed toeGandhism. Sta-
tism unleashes immoral, disintegrating,
and unproductive forces.

RapHEY SHyaM Roy
Karanja, Behan

IS THIS DEMOCRACY ?

Sir,—Lincoln defined democracy as
“the Government of the people, by
the people, for the people”. Plato did
not favour a democratic  constitution
because it tended to be controlled by a
class of “idle and dissolute men”.

(] Yo
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Rousscau held that perfect democracy
was not for man. Bismarck scoffed at
democracy as “blubbering sentimenta-
lity”.  Voltaire was against democracy
and  he likened the people to  oxen
“which need a yoke, a goad and hay”.
Shaw said that “the pcople have ob-
structed Government often enough and
they have revolted, but they have never
been really ‘governed’.”

How well these descriptions fit in
with the India of today, after thirteen
years of Congress rulel The Congress
declares from the house-tops that it is
ruling the country democratically. But
the country is at present plagued with
numerous evils and shortcomings. The
moneyed  class, directly or indirectly.
controls the legislatures, the press, pub-
lishing houses and the educational ins-
titutions.  The Congress is exploiting
democracy to its own ends. The exist-
ence of big constituencies, makes direct
and intimate contact between the voter
and the candidates wellnigh impossible,
The  clectioneering campaigns are  a
farce.  Shaw describes such  election
meetings as “scandalous and disgusting
spectacles at which sane and sober men
yell senselessly until any dispassionate
stranger  looking at them would be-
licve that he was in a lunatic asylum”.
The present system of election  tends
to grow too mechanical and dull. At
the clections the voters are dragged to
the  booths.  The votes are  actually
bought by the Congress. Election ex-
penses are inereasing by leaps and bounds
and heyond the capacity of any candidate
with ordinary mecans. Even with its in-
heritance of high traditions, the Con-
gress High Command itself has stooped
to colleet crores of rupees for spending
on clections. Can we call this a healthy
example for the functioning of demo-
cracy on proper lines?

The Congress which is the ruling
party has been encouraging monopolis-
tic tendency in favoured individuals,
It denounces  casteism, communalism,
parochialism,  linguism and all  other
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‘isms, but only in words. The State
Congress governments are responsible
for not a few Government Orders
patently communal. Then, again, discri-
mination is shown in making appoint-
ments, and even in admission of stu-
dents to educational institutions.

Mysore D. Krisuna IYENGAR

JOBS FOR PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED

Sir,—The Union Education Ministry
has published a pamphlet on the ques-
tion of the employment of the physically
handicapped,  Dealing with directives
on cntry of the handicapped into the
public services, the pamphlet says that
in order to facilitate the entry of qua-
liied handicapped persons into the
public services, the Union Ministry of
Home  Affairs has asked the Central
Employing Departments to consider the
applications  of handicapped persons
for appointments with utmost sympathy,

The  physically  handicapped candi-
dates are not able to compete in the
open market with the able-bodied and
take  their chance before the Public
Service Commission.

The paradox is that if a handicapped
person applies to the Government for
an appointment, he  receives a reply
that recruitment to the particular ap-
pointment is made through the Public
Service  Commission, and when the
Employment Exchange is approached it
pleads helplessness on the ground that
in spite of the Compulsory Notification
of Vacancies Act, the vacancies arising
arc not notified to it.

Article 320 of the Constitution
of India has been invoked so far only
on communal grounds but nothing has
been done these 12 years to help these
unfortunate children of India even oa
humanitarian  grounds.

R. K. BALASUBRAMANIAN
Madras
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There is a Kerala proverb de-
rived from the story of a boy
worsted in a bazaar-fight running
home and taking it out of his
mother by a mild assault, and
noisily charging her with compli-
city. During the debate in the Lok
Sabha on forcign policy before
his Belgrade-trip, the Prime Minis-
ter indulged in a mmbliné survey
of India’s non-alignment, her neu-
tralism, her aversion to the growth
of a third force, the degree of her
non-alignment, the role of the non-
committed, etc. A number of trite
truisms, and unequally applicable
platitudes, were uttered in advance
of the dictum that any Indian
whose opinion ‘tolerated’ aggres-
sion on Indian soil must come
under the mischief of the law
which, by the way, has been
comprehensively stiffened up with
amendments ozl the Indian Penal
Code meant #p denigrate ‘fissipa-
rous tendencigss and consoli-
date ‘emotional integration’. After
roundly condemning China for
her treacherous aggression and
the discomfiture courted through
Mr. R. K. Nehru’s missioy, the
Prime Minister turned round on
the Communist Party in India to
give them a walloping for conspi-
ratorial sympathy with the Chi-
nese stand.

Mr. S. A. Dange and his fol-
{fowers did not seem very much
ruffled- by the threat of a pillow-
fight between the Congress Party
and the '‘C.PI. to interrupt the
progress of fraternisation which,
like true love, does not probably
run smooth. Pandit Nehru main-
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tained that the visit of Secretary-
Genceral R. K. Nehru did not mean
any humiliation as alleged by
Acharya Kripalani and  Pandit
Kunzru, since he had already ex-

Swatantra in a Nutshell

Congress Socialism means
concentration  of  political
and economic power in Gov-
ernment. The result is tyran-
nical regulation of national
life. Also it means heavy
taxes and higher and yet
higher prices:  borrowing
huge sums abroad, with no
thought of how they are to
be repaid.

The Swatantra Party stands
for the poor man. Its princi-
ples are: (1) First things
first (2) Build from the bot-
tom. Its policies aim at: A
stable Rupee, more jobs,
more food - grains, more
small irrigation works, more
schools, more roads, more
houses, more small indus-
tries producing what the
ordinary man consumes.

“Self-Government means a
continuous cffort to be inde-
pendent of Government whe-
ther it is a foreign Govern-
ment or a National Govern-
ment.  Swaraj  Government
will be a sorry affair if peo-
ple look up to it for the regu-
lation of every detail in life.”

, This is what Gandhiji said
% and it is the corner-stone of

* the Swatantra Party’s policy.

pressed nReratio® for China
and her loss OF~prestige-r all Asia
through the occupation of alien
territory. Chou En-lai and the
hard-headed  Foreign  Minister
Marshal Chen Yi, who has seen
action in his life more than par-
lour-charades under lenslight, had
begun asking who this McMahon
was, whose views on boundary-
lines were so  gratuitously che-
rished by India when Peking's
own official team could not in their
official research of records see him
invested with any halo.

Although, when it came to Goa,
the Prime Minister refused to ‘rule
out’ resort to arms, recently im-
proved by the Defence Ministry’s
private factories, he held to scorn
critics who had held that invasion
of Indian territory should have
been resisted in 1954 itself, or at
least disclosed to Parliament. The
Congo expedition had been an
executive measure later endorsed
by the Law Minister, but in regard
to the daylight seizure of land,
right over Ladakh and the Aksai
Chin region, there had been no
whisper. Communist comment on
the situation was that in view of
military action being ruled out
against Chinese incursion, India
might rcluctantly be driven to
talks which Pandit Nehru recom-
mends as statesmanlike  ‘negotia-
tionss in the context of other
countries seeking advice.

In the shuffle and reshuffle of
hollow maxims, we have through
Mr. Nehru’s sudden pull-up been
put on a shaky stand. We have in
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‘MASS APPEAL OF THE SWATANTRA PARTY
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

There is a little despondency
in certain quarters that while the
Swatantra Party has convinced
those who can think, it has still
to reach the masses, less disposed
to question their conditions. This
idea has been vigorously spread
by Congress bosses in order to
emphasize the weakness of the
Swatantra Party. But surely if a
party’s principles appeal to the
educated and thinking classes, it
is a demonstration of the party
being in the right. The Congress
has been trying to create con-
fusion between principles and
personalitics.  The principles of
the Swatantra Party serve the
have-nots to use their capacities
and opportunities, while those of
the Congress maintain a selected
few in their economic and political
position. By maintaining that
State enterprise is ownership of
the people, the Government has
concealed the fact that it creates

wer only for itself, officials,
icensees and its favoured ones
against the whole body of the
people. If, at all, others increase

their incomes, it is incidental to
the vastly greater income created
by the Government for itself and
its collaborators.

The Swatantra Party is based
primarily on free enterprise be-
cause it alone gives cveryone the
opportunity to use his talents and
resources. The argument that this
will favour the rich is meaningless
in the circumstances under which
the poor can compete with them.
On the other hand, controls res-
trict production and constrict dis-
tribution in the interest of those
already in position. The agricul-
turists have been the foremost vic-
tims of controls. Since 1939, the
economic value of their produc-
tion has been limited, first, by
statutory prices, second, by pro-
curement, third, by denial of frec
movement and, fourth, by compe-
tition of free supplies. The Swa-
tantra Party offers to end controls,
not only to ensure that the agri-
culturists may get prices as deter-
mined by supply and demand but
also that production may increase
accordingly, making imports un-

A SHAM-FIGHT ... ... cit vie ven wan aae

respect of our Himalayan frontier
set a rather abnormally high value
to the report of India’s official
team. When, for instance, the
Roving Ambassador of America
(Mr. Averell Harriman) called on
him at New Delhi, the Prime
Minister was astounded that the
caller had never seen a tome so
scholarly and conclusive. A copy
was produced for careful reading
and reverent study. Since we
have heard very little of it in
world-wide controversies, we ap-
pear to be bitterly aggrieved
about it, whilst Peking for her part
objects to the unilateral publicity
given to only one side of the case;
their complaint is - that they
haven't had time 6 digest' the
formidable de forming a

“years of

which 4%00n all fours with the

counsel of the Indian Communist
Party—the Prime Minister went
hammer-and-tongs at the smiling
‘Comrades’.

Though he may not have meant
it, these two parties (the Congress
and C.P.L) are virtually acting
hand-in-glove in our domestic
politics and electioneering stra-
tegy, Pandit Nehru exhibited no
little stage-craft in the exposition
of his foreign policy, largely for
listeners abroad, to know India’s
attitude. The impression of a fate-
ful quarrel quickly faded after the
Lok Sabha gebate which provided
a species of harlequinade. In that
pantomime, Harlequin enters on a
romp on the floor with Columbine
also in tights. He hits hard with a
harmless  flail, but those who
watch could not only see the
theatricality of the attack but hear
the sharp rattle of the flail fore-
boding no fatal consequences re-
quiring the presence of the under-

> taker. PoraaN Josern
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necessary.  The  Congress's  dis-
crimination  in protecting in-
dustries and exposing only agri-
culture  to  foreign  supplies,
and its determination to - price
down grain production, and pro-
cure it for the benefit of the urban
consumers, give the Swatantra
Party’s policy of a free market
a mass appeal which should be
overwhelming, ‘

In industry, the ending o’f con-
trols will not only remove existing
restrictions on the increase and
improvement in supplies, but also
allow new investment and enter-
prise. In trade, the ending of licen-
ces  will  introduce  competition
which will ecliminate the black-
market. The mistake which the
Congress has made is that, osten-
sibly in the name of the public,
it has limited competition to the
advantage of its licensees. The
ending of controls, therefore, will
also benefit the public from com-
petition  leading to lower  prices
and better qlmlity.

Secondly, the Swatantra Party
will benefit the masses by redue-
ing taxation, to the extent it is im-
posed for State enterprises. At pre-
sent, the Central and State taxa-
tion, excluding municipal and
local taxes, adds up to Rs. 1,700
crores, nearly Rs. 250 on every
family of normal size (and more
taxes are coming). To the extent
the State does only what the peo-
ple are unwilling or unable to do,
this tax load can be casily halved.

Thirdly, the SWwatantra Party
will reduce the capital budget,
which for the Third Plan period
will annually be in the neighbour-
hood of Rs. 1,500 crores. Already
the capital expenditure has creat-
ed a debt of about Rs. 7,000
crores, about Rs. 1000 °on
every family. "To add more
to it through more borrow-
ing, will be to mortgage incomes
of everyone to interest payments
both at home and abroad. At the
same time, government borrowing
will have two other serious conse-
qQuences, first, that money will be
squéezed from agriculture and in-
dustries, raising the rate of interest
unduly; second, that inflation will

'
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increase by the consequential
shortfall in what the people can
produce by themselves and for
themselves. If a message of the
" relief arising from reduction of
government borrowing is conveyed
to the people, the mass appeal of
the Swatantra Party will become
more invincible.

» Fourthly, the Swatantra Party
will reduce legislation and rules
which interfere with the social and
religious life of the people. In an
old civilisation, values have
‘emerged which cannot be sud-
denly changed without setting
the people completely adrift. The
national  disintegration, which is
worrying the Congress, i.s_only a
symptom of the moral disintegra-
tion, which has arisen from too
many changes. The Swatantra
Party will give the country some
breathing space before it is hur-
ried to new patterns in everything.

Fifthly, in respect of foreign
policy, the Swatantra Party will
show charity to all and malice to
none, as this is consistent with the
country’s philosophy of dctach-
ment. It will create friendliness
which may. revive emigration
which, in the past, has given our
people valued domicile in many
parts of the world. This would
relieve overpopulution for which
the costly and ineffective process
of family plarming’ is no solution.

Sixthly, the party will save res-
pect for private property, as that
is the basi€oof our culture and
religion. In ‘the confiscation of
agricultural-land, a dangerous l}e-
ginning has been made, which
can travel to all private property,
big and small. So that each one
may be saved at least his own
home, the party will maintain the
rights under the Constitution
without being carried away by
communist ideas which pass for
‘socialism’. sInequalities of income
and property can be removed by
free competition and progressive
taxation. There is a suggestion
which the party may be consider-
ing, that ulli) companies and enter-
rises above a certain size should
be “public limited” so that the
whole' public can participate in

L
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WHO ULTIMATELY PAYS?

There is a comforting  illusion
which prevails that the burden of
taxation stays where it is placed.
The sooner this fallacious assump-
tion is dispelled, the better for a
proper understanding of the effect
of policies. People are deluded to
believe that a government which
‘taxes the rich’ is favouring the
poor and the middle classes. A
little thinking is enough to dis-
prove this false notion  greatly
encouraged by political parties
depending for their strength on
class-conflict,

Almost all taxes, be they cus-
toms dutics on machincry or parts
or raw materials imported, and
all duties of excise, which appcar
to impinge on the manufacturing
and commercial community, obvi-
ously go into the price of the arti-
cles sold to the consumers. These
pay the taxes ultimately through
the price charged and recoup the
first taxpayer. This is obvious.
What is not so obvious but which
is cqually truc and important is
that all direct taxation on the in-
dustrially and commercially em-
ployed rich works itself into the
cost of production, negatively into

the scheme of profit and incentive
at the base of production, and
finally it enters into the price of
the articles sold to the consum-
ing public. Like water which finds
the lowest level, taxes are all, or
almost all, transferred down until
the burden falls on the consumer.

Even when the taxes are on
articles of comparative luxury
which are consumed by the direc-
tors and high-grade staff of busi-
ness organizations, the circum-
stance is necessarily taken into
account when settling their allow-
ances and salaries, These are of
course added to the cost of pro-
duction and nobody can question
such addition. Ultimately, there-
fore, these too fall on the consu-
mer. The income-tax on money-
lenders raises the rate of interest
on loans as surely as the price of
cotton affects the price of cloth.

It is thus an illusion to think
that taxes on the rich are taxes
on the rich only, and not on the
poor. Whether the donkey carries
the load on its own bacz or the
rider carries it on his head, #lti-
mately the donkey it is that bears
the whole burden. C.R.

them by purchase of their shares.
In any case, the Congress which
has favoured “private limited”
companies has missed the oppor-
tunity for introducing co-opera-
tion in large enterprises and reduc-
ing, at the same time, the con-
centration of economic power.

Scventhly, the Swatantra Party
believes in the greatness of the
human spirit. It would, therefore,
give every encouragement to self-
help. Its planning, to the extent it
is necessary, will be based on in-
centives, to maximise enter-
prise and income. In any case, the
planning of the Congress whjch
has ignored the Directive Princi-
ples in the Constitution of full
employment and minimum wages
will be recast by the party. Ins-
tead of increasing the production
of the State, planning should aim

to increase the consumption of the
people from which equivalent
production will follow naturally
by the efforts of the people them-
selves,

Eighthly, the Swatantra Pa
will reverse the ruling party's
policy of discouraging communal
and parochial charities. It will
encourage all such charities be-
cause on the whole and ultimatel{,
this would work out the principle
of trusteeship adumbrated by
Mahatma Gandhi.

The Swatantra Party is, there-
fore, much more the party of the
people than other parties which
are deféndﬂag sectional interests.

‘magsYippeal which the

and money at
eva jayate.
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

At the moment of writing, the
turn of events in Belgrade seems
to favour the outlines of the
Yugoslav-draft of a neutralist dec-
laration making the early end of
‘colonialism’ in the world as the
main peril driving people towards
war, as against India’s idea spon-
sored by Prime Minister Nehru
that the vital need of the hour is
the starting of negotiations bet-
ween  President Kennedy of the
United States and Prime Minister
Khrushchov of the USSR, so that
cold war hostilities could be
arrested, with a third-party pre-
mium in favour of non-aligned
Powers. The report of the diver-
gence is accompanied by the un-
pleasant news that the Western
Powers intend serving a notice on
Moscow to demand talks on Berlin
and the cessation of nuclear tests
with a date-line attached. As far
as Pandit Nehru is concerned, the
proposal of Mr. Kennedy and Mr.
Khrushchov going in for personal
talks is but a stale repetition
of his solution of world-crisis
which he had floated last
year at the UN Assembly. There
he moved that Mr. Eisenhower
and Mr. Khrushchov should go
into a private huddle; but the plan
fizzled out so that even before the
end of the session, Marshal Tito,
to save time, sailed back home.
No fresh plan has been minted to
gain currency, and the situation
appears to be past the tactics of
interviews and weary correspon-
dence that marks the crisis at
home in India pivoted on the as-
sertion that any compromise with
Master Tara Singh would spell
recognition of ‘communalism’ to
which the Punjab should not be
exposed, especially as a ‘vulner-
able’ front in the north-west.

L L L

The fear among newly-liberated
African lands and tribes that India
has begun resting on her oars
after her early triumphs in the lea-
dership of Asia and is now falling
out of lipe in the march towards
world-deliverance, could not be
met by the adroit move (so charac-

teristic of Mr. Krishna Menon sit-
ting in the rear for Mr. Nehru's
ready consultation) to fetch the
new Prime Minister of the Congo
and Mr. Gizenga for inclusion in
the forum to demonstrate India’s
unabated concern in the Pan-Afri-
can developments. Mr. Nehru is
further hampered by the Troika
principle of the Soviet in the ope-
ration of the UNO machinery, a
view which he had held during
his previous visit to New York
when neither Mr. Khrushchov nor
Mr. Eisenhower would take the
initiative for a personal chat—a
futile move attempted by Mr.
Kennedy at Vienna where at the
end of ‘cordial and useful talks’ Mr.
Khrushchov loaded him at parting
with the production of an aide
memoire bristling with contentious
demands on ‘aggressive’ Powers
allegedly captained by the young
President. Since then, the two
sides have been engaged in ding-
dong arguments as to the produc-
tive superiority of the Communist
system and Free Enterprise eco-
nomy for the benefit of humanity
and the preservation of peace.
That the creation of the Belgrade
Conference had been on a harum-
scarum hasis was clear from the
preparatory visit of the R. K.
Nehru delegation to Cairo, Nasser
being deemed spokesman of the
Arab World despite the Baghdad
dictator’s feud over the leadership
seized by Egypt. Mr. Nehru and
General Nasser could not have
been at one in the listing of Bel-
grade representatives; that it was
a miscellaneous company turned
into a Kumbamela affair could
have been foreseen. On Septem-
ber 3 we had the following tip
from Belgrade:

The decision to continue the deli-
berations on Sunday was to expedite
the work of the Conference. It was
also a gesture of goodwill towards the
Muslim delegations” who are in a
majority and who had earlier agreed
to the Conference opening on a
Friday.

° ° °

President Ayub Khan in the role
of a staunch Muslim must have felt
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relicved that he had not been in-
vited, since Friday, the Muslim
Sabbath, is not meant for seculay
business. Again going by the ‘reli-
gious” analysis, Sunday annexed
for Conference purposes happens
to be the Holy Day, one which the
Emperor of Abyssinia at one end
and Archbishop Makarios at the
other should normally spend for
devotions according to Sabbatari-*
ans; but then there is the scri({)-
tural dictum that man is not made
for the Sabbath but the other way
round, especially when the stake
is Peace (not at Christmas time
alone), always blessed by the
Prince of Peace. There was no
Jew present to protest that Satur-
day was the true Sabbath; and
the question of Israel being in-
vited to the Belgrade Conference
was undiscussable in view of
Nassar’s faith in the extinction of
Isracl for peace amongst Arabs—
an  opinion which India hardly
shares but which Pandit Nehru
has been diplomatically respectin%
as President Nasser's persona

friend. If ever there has been
anything approaching the ‘socia-
listic pattern of society’, it could
be identified with the economy of
Israel where young farmer teams
from India are taking lessons. The
exclusion of Israel reflects the s(;)i—
rit of opportunism which we de-
nounce too loudly and too long,

L] o | J

When Mr. Nehru left on his
Pilgrimage of Gracge®to Europe,
the parliamentary debate on the
Third Plan report had not been
concluded. Minister Gulzarilal
Nanda was in charge, and judged
from the public gallery the attend-
ance was poor and discussion was
flat as ditch-water in the pot-holes
of Delhi roads. Existence of down-
right opposition to ‘Project Plan-
ning’ was clear from the move of
some members to reject ¢he course,
and return to normalcy; but the
Planning Minister, besides promis-
Ing peace and plenty, went the
length of asserting that there will
be no such thing as unemployment
in the country at the end of five
years. It was an innocent insult to
commonsense seeing that many

e
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authorities including the ILO.,,
not to mention India’s own delega-
tion to Geneva, foresee a mini-
mum of at least ten million adults
in unemployment. The assessment
of facts independently pursued is
in flagrant contradiction of gov-
ernment propaganda, bu‘t what
the ruling party wants is ‘flaming
zeal' in implementing the Plan
whilst psychologically fostering
‘emotional  integration’, a stunt
packed with the creation of vast
numbers on “committee work
throughout the country, not with-
out stipendiary rewards in the
name of grass-root publicity for
the articles of faith in the Plan
which the Prime Minister now
wants to be held as the national
creed against the obscurantism of
‘reactionaries’.
L L] L
In forecasts of self-regenerative
economy, experts of the ruling
party seem to set store by the
process of some Government fac-
tories mothering the installation
of new plant without fresh capital.
-

p——
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H. M. T., for a start, has made a
gift to the nation of another vene
ture without additional funds.
Between the initial cost of the pro-
duct and the collection of sale
proceeds, the profits are amassed
in a non-competitive market, the
Government being the principal
customer. There is no 6 per cent
ceiling in dividends, and no in-
come-tax squeeze and there is no
assignment  of surplus-gains  as
bonus to workers—teatures which
give an illusion of progress with-
out investment, impossible in the
private sector. Gold in the Per-
sian Gulf region could be acquired
for Rs. 40 which in India could
be re-sold by smugglers for
Rs. 120. Suppose the Government
takes up the business as a lawful
monopoly, there would be im-
mense profits in currency notes,
without any creative cxertion,
though the fallacy could be main-
tained in the books. Don’t let ne-
pots under party-patronage who
are not past jay-walking, imagine
they could go marching in the
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wake of M. K. Muthulla’s foot-
prints. )
-3 o -]

Shaking the dust of Belgrade
off his feet Mr. Nehru, after
his five-days session, proceeded
straight to Moscow after testily
proclaiming that he had nothing
to do with President Nkrumah’s
visit to Russia. In his life-time he
had seen enough of turn-marches
by politicians, and he had nothing
but contempt for the Sapru-Jaya-
kar type of approach. He explain-
ed to pressmen that his tryst with
Mr. Khrushchov had been fixed
three months ago, even before any
serious preparations for the Bel-
grade summit, with its calculated
qualifications for the delegations
to be invited. Though President
Nkrumah belongs to the alliance
known as “the Casablanca Pow-
ers,” Ghana is nevertheless a mem-
ber of the British Commonwealth
and at Accra he will play host
to the Finance Ministers of the
Commonwealth; but Mr. Nehru
wants to exercise a free hand

UNSAFE POSITION FOR

INDIAN P.M.

——
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when he meets Khrushchov “on a
personal level” for the purpose (in
Congress jargon) of “ironing out
differences and chalking up a new
programme”. At the meeting of the
Bandung Powers at Djagarta, Mr.
Nehru’s plea enabled the Chinese

Republic to be present, Israel

SWARAJYA

being clbowed out to pacify Pre-
sident Nasser. Chou En-lai dis-
played his diplomacy by meekly
assuming the mastery of the
agenda, the ultimate requittal
being the invasion of India and
the bland occupation of territory
cquivalent in arca to Kerala.
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A subsequent item of news indi-
cates a change of view, because
we read; .

MOSCOW, Scpt, 6.—Mr. Nchru -

and President Nkrumah on Wednes-
day handed Mr, Khrushchov a letter
from 25 non-aligned nations urging
him to have peace talks with Presi-

dent Kennedy, P. J.

5.
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| Today and tomorrow... Hindustan
with soaps, foods, toilet Preparations,

The day
breaks brighter
tomorrow

WHERE a child langhs with eyes like
the clear rays of sunlight, and the strength of thunder

in his limbs...there is a home.

In a home dawns the man of tomorrow. A tomorrow

that will bring a little less of care, a little more of joy.
’mi{;‘w_‘, N

Lever serves the home
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COLD - WAR SITUATION

.

There is no doubt the people
of America and their Government
earnestly desire peace, and desire
it as fervently as any profes-
stonal  peace-mongers  busying
themselves with their mission.
There is no doubt also that the
Russian  dictator truly  wants

eace and his call for peace is not
Eypocritical deceit. He has recon-
ciled  himsclf to  co-existence,
n()twithstanding the communist
dogma of universal communism.

But unfortunately each party in
the cold war wishes to impress the
other side with its potential
strength and perfect readiness to
retaliate.in deadly measure if any
attack be made. This complex
leads to boasting, which un-
fortunately increases mutual sus-
picion and incites aggressiveness,
thereby defeating the cause of
peace for which both are in
earnest.

A rccent announcement in the
international press of a technolo-
gical advance made by U.K. scien-
tists, which would enable unman-
ned H-bombers to operate, is an
instance of this contradictory com-
plex. Technology is inherently
boastful and develops along with
increasing success an  unfortu-
nate cataract in vision.

Nationalism has bcen at last
found to be a dangerous virtue
inimical to world peace. It is time
we realise “that technology, too,
with its blinkered progress in the
international race is an equally
bad satanic enemy to peace.

Is # not stupid to boast of being
able to save the crew from imme-
diate destruction when the whole
scheme is to deal.death to tens of
thousands at one stroke and must
invite of a certainty equally deadly
retaliation. Unwillingness to die
is at the woot of all unmanned
armaments. It is a childish un-
willingness in the context of such
vast death-dealing and death-
inviting technique. A crew ready
to be gestroyed would be a reliev-
ing element of heroism in this
ever-increasing barbarity of tech-
nological progress. It is only when

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

the powers discard all bluff, blus-
ter and boasting that humanity’s
cager desire for peace will be
fulfilled.

Once not long ago, Mr. Khru-
shchov was urging an immediate
and unconditional agreement on
a ban of nuclear tests and the
abjuration  of nuclear weapons.
The West was objecting that, un-
less conventional armaments also
were  brought down, this  could
not be done and that Mr. Khru-
shchov’s offer was nothing more
than propaganda. Now it is the
other way about. America and
U.K. have jointly offered what Mr.
Khrushchov had originally sug-
gested. He mnow objects that
NATO military preparations stand
in the way and that the Kennedy-
Macmillan  offer is only propa-
ganda. It is a deplorable situation
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of accelerated distrust all round,
a vicious circle holding the world
in a death-grip. It is stupid to look
upon the Kennedy-Macmillan
offer as propaganda. It would be
an unexampled moral victory for
Mr. Khrushchov if only he were
inspired to take advantage of this
offer. But those whom the gods
wish to destroy, first drive them
mad.

It is deplorable that Mr.
Nehru's statements in Parliament
and his attitude in Belgrade have
led to a general feeling through-
out the enlightened world reflect-
ed in the press that the Indian
Prime Minister’s neutrality is very
greatly qualified by a leaning to
the Russian side. Whatever be the
justice of this appraisement, it is
evident that the Indian Prime Mi-
nister’s attitude and approach
help  Mr. Khrushchov greatly
while  hurting the West at the
present moment.

AUTHORISED PROFITEERING?

The  Hindustan  Machine  Tools
limited has been praised by our Prime
Miuister for having made a ‘gift’ to the
nation out of its own ecarnings. Firced
by this example, he is reported to have
declared in the Rajya Sabha, speaking
on the third Five Year Plan, that “cvery
public sector undertaking must make
profits and huge profits, because out
of them come further investment and
progress.  Every major public under-
taking should duplicate itself within
a period of years, like the HM.T., out
of its own resources. It could not be
argued that public sector projects were
meant for public good and need not
make any profit.”

It is not clear whether the above
declaration by the Prime Minister was
part of a prepared speech or not. Any.
way we arc all aware that every idea
of our P.M, is given sooner or later,
practical shape by his colleagues. It is
thercefore necessary to examine whether
the above declaration indicates a
sound policy.

We are told that the HM.T. has
duplicated itself within a period of five
years from the time it started to pro-
duce, We are aware also that costs are
mounting up, the increases being
roughly 10 per cent during a period of
five years. That is to say, the P.M. ex-
pects a public sector undertaking to

make a net profit of 110 per cent of
the cost of installation after payment
of interest, taxes, ete.—a profit of 22
per cent per annum on an average.

Undertakings in the private sector,
however efficient or actuated by the
profit motive, are¢ not able to make
such huge profits, and anything realised
on such a scale will be condemned as
monstrous profiteering. Evidently what
is sauce for the goose is not sauce for
the gander. According to the P.M., the
consumers of particular classes of goods
are to be sacrificed in the interests of
the rest! K. V. Iver
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COMMUNIST BID TO CAPTURE
THE CONGRESS
By B. SHIVA RAO

From time to time reports ap-
pear in the press of communists
abandoning their party to join the
Congress. This development has
been anticipated for some time;
for nearly two years, Mr. S. A.
Dange, their leader in the Lok
Sabha, has been urging his follow-
ers to support the ‘progressive
elements in the Congress’ against
right-wing reactionaries’.  Fresh
evidence is accumulating to indi-
cate that the communists are
carrying out their plan of mass in-
filtration into the Congress, with
a view ultimately to capturing the
party machinery and through it
the Government of the country.

It is relevant in this context to
study the implications of the com-
prehensive policy statement of the
Communist Party of India issued
from Vijayawada at the end of
a week’s deliberations in  April
last. In the domestic field, the
communists claim to see a danger
to. “the growth of genuine demo-
cratic forces” (including, of course,
themselves) from “the right-wing
reactionary forces inside the Con-
gress”. This danger, according to
the document, has been increased
by such ‘reactionary elements’” hav-
ing “powerful supporters and
representatives in key positions
in the country’s economic life, in
the administration and military
apparatus and inside the ruling
party itself—even at the highest
level”.

The confession is made that
“the Communist Party and the
genuine  democratic  forces  are
too \VCilk ill ]nﬂny arcas to giVC
adequate expression to the popu-
lar discontent, to rally the peo-
ple and to wage an eftective fight
against the anti-people policies
of the Government”. The prob-
lem before the country, as the
communist policy statement has
visualised, is how to bring about
“the unity of democratic forces”—
of which the Communist Party
regards itself as the spear-
head. ‘Vacillating and inconsist-
ent’, though certain clements are
described ~ as being within  the
Congress, ‘essentially they are pro-
gressive’.  Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the document, “these pro-
gressive forces are too unorganized
and weak to make an impact on
Congress policies. They tend to
rely too much on Prime Minister
Nehru and feel helpless when he
compromises with the right”. Re-
garding the future, the conditions
are described as “in many respects
extremely favourable for the for-
ces of democracy”. The need is
for “a united front with the pro-
gressive elements in the Congress,
so that together they may tackle
common national tasks. A united
mass movement, extensive and
powerful, alone can smash the re-
actionary elements”.

That is going to be the keynote
of the Communist Party’s imme-
diate future policy: “unity for
democratic reforms, for defending
and strengthening all that is pro-
gressive in the Government’s poli-
cies, for opposing those Eolicies
which harm the people”. Mr.
Nehru, obviously, will have to
continue as the leader of the
Congress for some more time to
come, since his influence “is even
wider (than the national move-
ment) and the national democra-
tic front cannot be built up by
ignoring this big reality of the
Indian situation”.

The rank-and-file of the com-
munists have been warned to
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avoid the “big mistake of equating
the Congress with parties of right
reaction”, because in “many of fhe
declared policies of the Congress
and even in some of its measures,
the party is progressive, particu-
larly in the field of forcign policy,
encouragement of the public sec-
tor, ete.” Therefore, “it is necessary
to recognize that while a large
part of the forces of the right are
inside the Congress, the bulk of
those who are our potential allies
are also inside the Congress”. No
effort is made to conceal their
strategy, which is to ‘forge links
with congressmen” who are “de-
mocrats inside the Congress and
(with) the mass of congressmen,
(who are) our friends and poten-
tial allies in the struggle for the
consolidation of political Indepen-
dence”.

The plan  of mass-infiltration
into the Congress as a preliminary
to its capture is not new. In fact,
this has been the line of the In-
dian communists ever since the
creed found a foothold on Indian
soil in 1922, At that time, it was
possible to make common cause
with the left-wing of the Congress
Party for a fight against British
Imperialism. M. N. Roy, who
brought the ideology into India
in 1922, observed: “Today the
Congress as a political organiza-
tion is dead. Its corpse needs
cither to be buried or resurrected
by a new breath of life”. But he
had one formidable obstacle which
he could never overcome. Within
a few weeks of QM" initial cam-
paign he complained that “the
cult of non-violence "was insepa-
rable from an anti-revolutionary
spirit. Those who do not want a
revolution in India can pin their
hope <on non-violent methods.
Strictly non-violent methods are
hardly distinguishable from cons-
titutional agitation, and no people
on the face of the earth has ever
made a revolution by constitu-
tional methods”. He was particu-

larly bitter against Mahatma’

Gandhi, “whose incorrigible paci-
fism and dread of the popular
energy could be counted upon to
prevent the explosion ...... The
Congress has committed suicide
by repudiating the revolutionary

©
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action of its own followers. A
powerful revolutionary movement
has been sacrificed on the altar
of ‘Gandhism”.

" Gandhiji's hold on the Con-
i;ress and the Indian people was,
however, too strong for the com-
munists to break or even to wea-
ken. He was whole-heartedly
opposed to the continuance of
British rule over India; but on
non-violence and truth, the two
cardinal principles of his move-
ment, he was equally uncompro-
mising.

The communists entertained
the hope that with the Swaraj
Party they could establish a link
to create a mass revolutionar
movement. Pandit Motilal Nehru
proved, however, too shrewd a
politician to play into the hands
of the communists. They turned
their attention to Pandit Jawahar-
lal who had been attracted, while
in Europe in 1927, by the idea of
attending “a Conference of op-
pressed nationalities” in Brussels.
He joined the organization which
grew out of the Conference des-
cribed as “the League Against
Imperialism”, became a member
of its exccutive and persnaded
the Congress in India to affiliate
itself to the League. He even
got the Congress (in spite of Gan-
dhiji’s misgivings) to declare its
objective as complete Independ-
ence involving separation  from
Britain. These were substantial
gains for the communists; but
they were completely disillusioned
by his subs«luent pro-Gandhian
outlook which® they condemned
as “Fabian moderation”.

A sccond opportunity offered
itself gshortly afterwards to the
communists who saw in Gandhi-
ji’'s civil disobedience movement
in the early thirties, symbolised
in Yhe famous salt march, hopes of
a renewed effort towards a work-
ing alliance from within the Con-
gress with | its communist ele-
ments. Gandhiji’'s movement was
vommended by leading British
communists like Palme Dutt and
Bradley as ‘a gigantic task’ design-
ed to weld together divergent ele-
ments for India’s liberation.
Communist overtures found en-
couragement in the willingness of
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the Indian socialists (led by Mr.
Jaya Prakash Narain) to bring to-
gether all left-wing elements,
including the communists, into a
single movement for building an
“anti-Imperialist people’s  front”.
But he soon discovered that their
rcal intention was to exploit such
a move to further their own objec-
tives and to discredit genuine
socialists like himself. Gandbhiji,
of course, was always vigilant to
prevent their infiltration tactics
trom diverting the Congress orga-
nization from its declared objec-
tives and principles of action.
Their main hope was then cen-
tred on Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
at that time the President of the
Congress. They found common
ground in his ardent desire to
build a socialist society in India
and to wreck the British-made
Constitution of 1935. In the Work-
ing Committee he was feeling iso-
lated from his colleagues  (like
Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Sri
Ra{'agopaluchari and Acharya Kri-
palani) who were strongly oppos-
ed to his plan of using the party
platform for the furtherance of the
socialist creed. A major  crisis
seemed imminent,  Pandit Nchru
complained to Candhil'i about a
“formidable indictment” by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad but got in return
only a sharp rebuke from his lca-
der, who said, while insisting on
the avoidance of a split in the
Congress: “Why should it be so
difficult for you to get on with
those with whom you have work-
ed without a jar for years? If they
are guilty of intolerance, you have
more than your share of it. The
cmmtrfy should not be made to
suffer for your mutual intolerance”.
Despite these formidable compli-
cations, the Comintern did not
lose hope of a united-front policy
being evolved, representing “the
progressive  democratic  masses
under Nehru's leadership”.
Hitler’'s attack on the Soviet
Union in 1941 during the Second
World War produced a complete
change in the outlook and tactics
of the Indian communists. An
“Imperialist” war became for them
from that moment a people’s war
for which they were urged by

Palme Dutt, the British commu- -

9

nist, and the Politbureau to offer
unconditional support. For more
than a decade thereafter the gulf
between the Congress and the
communists remained deep and
wide. The Indian people could not
easily overlook their betrayal of
the cause of national freedom dur-
ing the war, especially with Gan-
dhiji and several thousands of the
rank-and-file in detention.

The years following the achieve-
ment of Independence in 1947
were for India a period of anxiety
and heavy strain, Gandhiji’'s assas-
sination within a few months of the
event was in particular 2 most dis-
astrous blow to the country and
the new Government. For the
communists the tragedy had a
diffierent significance: the biggest
factor which had effectively barred
their way into the Congress for
many years was at last out of the
way. There remained, however,
his chiet lieutenants—Sardar Patel,
Maulana Azad, Dr. Rajendra Pra-
sad,  Sri Rajagopalachari  and
Acharya Kripalani—all suspicious
of communist moves. Moreover, a
period of some years after Inde-
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pendence was necessary for the
communists to live down their re-
putation for betrayal of the free-
dom movement during the war.
But in the last decade in India
there has emerged a combination
of new circumstances which seems
to justify the present optimism of
the communists that “the future
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is very favourable for the spread
of democracy”.  The  resistance
which the commumsts encountered
throngh all the years of Gnndhiji’s
lca(l('rship to their infiltration and
for some years thercafter has dis-
appearcd from within the Con-
gress. They can afford today to
come into the open and publicise

8, 31-Xs2

*With a boy like mine to look after, you have your
hands full—full of washing, for instance, if you
want to keep him clean and smart.

‘Thank goodness I have SUNLIGHT. That rich
lather gets his clothes so clean. Only a pure soap
could wash like that—and with so little trouble.’
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without reservation their inten-
tions of capturing the Congress

Party machinery. The vital %les-,,

tion today is whether the on-
gress will wake up at this stage
to the growing danger of its being
transformed  into a communist-
run organization for the further-
ance of their aims and policies.

¢

Mrs Kamala Wadhwani of
FlatNo. 54, Bhagatsingh Mar-
ket, New Delhi, says: ‘There's
no soap like SUNLIGHT for
washing .’ *

/S SO KIND TO CLOTHES

A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCT

*

‘September 16, 1961

SWARAJYA

‘ﬁza/v. 7ot Ao —

I h:are is much sensecless tfﬂk
about thie Punjab and India being
weakened in defence by the grant
of what Tara Singh wants. It the
Punjab should remain und1v1d0fl,
it shiould be made so to remain
by L)ersuasion, not by cocrcion. So
far as civil aflairs are goncerncd
everyone knows that States are
now just local boards npd the
fight tor autonomy is nothing l?th
a fight for a little local prestige
and petty patronage opportunitics.
But human feelings are not al-
ways governed by reason; Maha-
rashtra and Gujarat have become
precedents and have fired the
Sikh blood. Would this border
State be strengthened for (‘l.cfcncc
purposcs, if we foree the bl}(lls.to
remain as a4 permancnt minority
in the State tied up to IIurfamll
against inclination on cither s'xdc:’
The Sikh community should cither
he persuaded to this, or they
should be helped to feel thcx have,
besides India, a State of t}lcnr own
to defend with their traditional grit
and daring. The former alterna-
tive, viz, to persuade .thcm tf)
remain in stalus quo is time bar-
red, unless a new all In('ha. cffort
is made to undo the linguistic folly
that has led to all the trouPlc.
There is both wisdom and nobility
in treating those who bravely fm({
successtully resisted the Impu;a\
Moghul, and were crushed by tll(.
British only after a great ﬁg.lk
with kindliness 0?"lther than wit
counter-communalistic firmness.

It is stupid, ‘it is truc, to ﬁghvt
so bitterly tor a State which every(i
one knows is now but a gran
local board under the constant
orders of the Centre in all matters.
But,, for the same yeason, 1; is
more stupid to oppose it and ggnei
rate permanent antipathy _and
consequent naticnal weakness.

L ]

ident
We are told that the Preside

Of. the Krishnagiri Taluka Dravx;lla
Kazhagam has resigned from the
Kazhagam and joined the Con-

gress. He has jssued a statement .

that this was done in response to
the advice of Mr. E. V. ’R. Nai]c-
ker, the Kazhagam chief. The

Dravida Kazhagam is the one
body that solidly and incessantly
and openly spreads hatred  and
communalism in South India. This
inter-lowing of blood between the
Kazhagam and the Madras Con-
gress is no surprise, becanse f.m' a
long time Mr. E. V. R. Naicker
has been doing nothing but pro-
paganda for the Mndr;l‘s C(mgrv.«ssf
on the ground that  Sri Kamaraj
is doing his own commuunal work
to his utmost satisfaction. The iufil-
trations into the Congress of com-
munal or communist elements can-
not make any difference.

*
This eyc of mine is no asset,
Perhaps it magnifics;
1 wish that I could change it,
And join the worldly-wisc,

The above is an emendation of
the lines of an Australian poct and
scholar. In the Rajya Sabha, on
September 7, a motion was made
by Mr. A. D. Mani to amend the
clection rules and provide that ex-
penses  incurred by a P()Iiti(‘fll
party on behalf of a candidate in
his constituency should be deemed
to be expenses incurred by that
candidate and be conntcd‘ against
the allowable minimum of expen-
diture. “Congressmen stoutly op-
posed the motion on the ground
that it was impracticable,” says
the Hindu correspondent.  The
motion was of course voted down
by the Congress majority.  The
proposed amendment onlx songht
to clarify the law even as it stood,
and as it should be interpreted
under normal principles of inter-
pretation. What ther.e is that could
be impractical in giving effect to
the proposal is not obvious. Pgrtxes
should be bound to submit ac-
counts of expenditure setting out
details and, if this were done,
there is nothing more casy than to
see how much is spent on candi-
dates in their respective consti-
tuencies.

*

The Law Minister sometime
before this made a frank confes-
sion that the rule limiting election
expenditure has been notoriously
violated but pleaded that no one
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would ‘bhell the cat’ to stop this
abuse. Why should any one other
than Government be expected to
bell the cat?  The only way to
save an inordinate and most im-
moral waste of the nation’s money
in these elections is to adopt a
simple scheme by which, like the
census operations, the collection
of votes from the electors is
nationalized and the Statc through
its neutral officials goes to the
voters and collects all the votes
at national expense in an orderly
manner and under necessary
supervision by the representatives
of the candidates. The candidates
and their workers should not be
let loose on the voters during the
voting week but should close their
campaign of propaganda well
vefore the polling day. There is
nothing impracticable in this, al-
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though the ruling party is likely
to put forward such a plea. The
mobile polling booths will on the
whole cost much less than the
total expenditure incurred by par-
ties and candidates to reach the
voters and get their votes record-
ed. The State which prepares the
electoral rolls should also arrange
to give each voter his official iden-
tifying card to be surrendered on
polling day. Today the business
of identification of voters and ac-
quainting them with their being
on the rolls is a private industry.
This should be the first thing that
should be nationalized and under-
taken as a State obligation.

»x

Mr. Raza Khan, M.L.C. of Mad-
ras has given sound advice to
Muslim League members—to keep
their League going strong but also
to join such national political par-
ties as they may like to join and
would receive them. There is
nothing immoral or unpatriotic in
a permanent minority to organize
itself for self protection but it
would be unwise for them to keep
aloof from all national political
parties for then they would for all
» practical purposes be disfranchis-
ing themselves. Surely Muslims
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have interest in  economic and
other affairs along with others in
India. This interest they must pool
with the interest of others in such
matters and play a significant part
in supporting or withdrawing sup-
port from political parties accord-
ing as the latter do well or ill
in managing the country’s eCono-
mic, commercial and industrial
activities which cannot be classi-
fiedd as Muslim or non-Muslim but
as only inherently right or wrong.
The Leagne must be left untouch-
ed so that it may watch against
discrimination or unfairness against
Muslims as such. If politics is not
merely a personal battle for one's
own advancement but is an acti-
vity related to national  policies,
Muslims must join one political
national  party or other as their
patriotism directs.

x

Of late we are hearing a little
too often of privilege motions in
the legislatures. The latest is the
case of The Mail of Madras. The
dignity of the House is a means
to an end, viz., the public interest.
There is a tendency to equate the
prestige of the House with the
sclf-importance of ministers and
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members. Any process of law is *
likely to lose its power by invok-
ing it too often. Familiarity hreeds
contempt in this instance as_ in
others. .

The privileges of the legislatures
are not to be converted into a
cheap and easy means of terroris-
ing the press and repressing the
free expression of public opinion
and criticism. Any tribunal which
combines the functions %of judge,
prosccutor and  witness  must
be treated as an anomalous
instrument of law and sovereignty,
and should not be resorted to ex-
cept when the true public interest
is gravely involved.  As long as -
there is no appeal against the de-
cisions of such pr()sccutor-judge
tribunals to the High Court or
Supreme Court, it is an anomaly
in the Constitation and should be
treated as such and not resorted
to as an casy way of dealing a
blow to some one who disregards
the importance of an M.L.A. or a

c.A.

minister.
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REPRIMANDAGE

As a demonstration of immense
courtesy to the head of a ncigh-
bouring State (whilst politically
getting tough with him more out
of sarrow than anger) the Prime
Minister bade Mr. Dawood Ali
Mirza to withdraw an uncompli-
mentary remark about President
Ayub Khan in the Rajya Sabha.
When it was followed by a rebuke
of the editor of the Blitz, a repri-
mand at the Bar of the House was
as good as a certainty despite the
gallant effort at exoncration before
the Supreme Court which in full
regalia pronounced the law “as it
stood” (in the words of the Attor-
ney-General). May’s Parliamentary
Practice  was sulficient; and the
offending  cditor—with  his lam-
poonery against Kripaloonery—ap-
peared at the Bar of the Lok Sabha
without waiting to be dragged
thither by minions of the State.
The sentence was delivered with-
out the option ; the penman bow-
ed, possibly in the spirit of the
East (silent, deep disdain, accord-
ing to Mathew Arnold’s contem-

lation of an Oricental blast), and
Ee quitted the scene.

In the story of democracy, the

icture of the prisoner at the bar
Eerulds extension of the frontiers
of the subject’s liberty. The Seven
Bishops fought for greater rights.
So did Charles Bradlaugh in ano-
ther century to vindicate the right
of affirmation shat must be open
to an atheist. Ywen the Consti-
tution of the United States has
not ordained that a non-believer
is disqualified from presidency.

The Pankhurst family in pro-
moting women’s suffrage confirm-
ed the citizen’s right of being in
the ®public gallery *by surrepti-
tiougly chaining themselves to
railings in the Commons. The Ser-
jeant sent up for the removal of
the screamin? ‘females’ thought
iteunfair that he should be made
to look an ass. It is not absolutely
true that to obtain noble purposes
the means must always be worthy.
Otherwise, what happens to incri-
minating letters opened by steam
i post-offices for the security of
the State or lat~r for the better

By POTHAN JOSEPH

protection of the ruling party,
or key-hole inspection by the
C.LD. without the consent of
the occupant under the hotel-
shower? Ask Sherlock Holmes.

In the Blitz case the argument
in court did not avail, words like
‘lousy’ being held positively re-
pellent if not male fide, in asso-
ciation with an M.P., who like the
fiddler at the piano, must be pre-
sumed to be doing his best. Since
sovereign rights are pitted against
unilateral discretion in the exer-
cise of fimdamental rights, the
culprit’s lips, like Lord Baldwin’s
at the time of the Abdication of
King Edward VIII, arc scaled, and
he flits past like a Japanese noble-
man at the kow-tow. Could
words be more solemn from the
Chair (too long—to quote) than
those uttered by the permaneat in-
cumbent, with mace-bearer ercct
in the rear and the Marshal seated
on the left?

The editor’s job is such that he,
nevertheless, has the last word, in
print anyway—whilst the pro-
claimer of the offence has com-
pleted his say, the rest being
silence for him. No wonder, con-
ventional law, as good as any
fundamental boloney, recognises
that the editor’s decision is final,
and it would be as grave as con-
tempt of court to attempt any dis-
pute with him as to when the cor-
respondence on any matter shall
cease, especially on the question
of prize-bonds, football pools and
racing forecasts.

Apart from the tilt in favour
of authority (so contrary to the
tale of liberty broadening down
from precedent to precedent), the
‘historic’ episode underwent twi-
light dimness when it was dis-
covered that the Communist Party
had become conspicuous by its
absence at the critical moment of
the magnificat.

When a group boycotts a func-
tion en masse, the question of im-
plicit affront could hardly be
ignored by students of constitu-
tional decorum who are always
busy at Institutes of Law.
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The Blitz school of controversy
is associated with the communist
lobby;  belligerently  pro-Menon
and  cent-per-cent - Nehru  uber
alles. Hence when their disappro-
val is so well saturated in compo-
sition as to be crystallized into a
state of mournful vacuum in the
benehes, distress is not likely to
drive them to sackcloth and ashes.
The event is hence more unique
than benigaly historic in the cir-
cumstances of the case. No set of
circnmstances ever repeats itself,
and to say that history repeats it-
sclf is bunk: Henry Ford didn't
panse to add that remark. Unique?
Yes. Historic landmark? Well,
well.  The following is unique in
the annals of cricket, but hardly a
Landmark for inclusion in Wisden’s
Almanack:

There wus a young fellow named
Grover
Wiho Dbowled

m an over
Which never had been done
By a clergyman’s son
On a Thursday in August at Dover,
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LAND REFORMS AND THE LAW

By A.S.

During the discussions in the Cons-
tituent  Assembly, no provision in the
Constitution provoked such keen inter-
est as the one relating to rights to pri-
vate property. There was a real appre-
hension  that  in a State  which  was
committed to welfare, it was quite con-
ceivable to ride roughshod over private
property by the side-wind of legislative
measures.  The  assurance  was  then
given that it was far from the intention
of those who covenanted the Constitu-
tion to makc any inroads on private
property and Article 19 (F) and its
sub-clause 5 were carcfully drafted and
incorporated in the Constitution. When
the fourth Amendment was introduced

N. MURTI

in 1933, it was categorically stated by
the Prime Minister that  compensation
will be really just and equitable.

But now when the States are intro-
ducing  legislation  on land  reforms,
the rights to private property in the
shape of lud arc being  definitely
attacked  and  even  the  compensa-
tion provided is only a nominal one.
And we are faced with the prospect of
complete  anmihilation of the Janded
class—small, medium and other.

Let us now see what the law-
givers  say in respect  of  certain
aspects of  this  vital  question  of
private  property.  When the subject
came up before the Supreme Court and
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the High Courts, they stated the law ¢
without any ambiguity. If the legisla-
tures and  the governments do not act
up to the dicta of the highest cotuts in
the Tand, the Coustitution then s -re-
duced to a Munich pact which Hitler
tore up with impunity.

In 54 S.C. 1271-523 C 92, their lcarn-
ed Lordships of the Supreme Court in
that case (West Bengal versus Subodh
Gopal), with Patanjali Shastri, €. T.
leading  the judgment have  ohserved
that the law in respect of Article 31 is
to be construed as not givind the Gov-
ernment the right to deprive a person
of his property but to protect his right
to property.  And the right imposes
wnder Article 31(2) two further limita-
tions, i.c., the deprivation must be for
a ‘public purpose’ and that there should
be a ‘payment of compensation”. In the
second, Shollapur case, it was stated that
though the deprivation may have the
sanction of the authority of law under
Article 31(1), it must also satisfy Article
31(2) regarding public purpose  and
compensation. Public purpose has been
well commented upon in a judgment
of the Madras High Court, ALR. 51
Madras 930-29 Patna 790, Tt is the
definite opinion of the High Courts that
‘public purpose’ mentioned in - Article
31(2) covers and contemplates only a
conercte  and - definite  purpose, and
excludes a general objective or the im.
plementation of any ideology, political
or cconomical. It is clear that it is so
by the insertion of clause ‘a’ in Article
31(2). There is no quibbling in this, As
regards compensation, the views of the
Supreme  Cowrt are definite and  pre-
cise, In the well-known case, State of
West Bengal versus Bella Bannerjee,
54 S.C.J. 95, the Supreme Court held
that (1) public purpose must he esta-
blished as an objectjve fact, and  (2)
compensation meynt a just equivalent
and full indemnification of the expro-
priated owner.

‘Reasonable restrictions” appearing in
sub-clause (5) of Article 19(F) have been
commented upon in Dwaraka Prasad
vs. Statc of U.P. in 34 S.C. 224, where
it was stated that the limitation ineposed
upon a person in the enjoyment of a
right should not be arbitrary, or of an
excessive nature beyond what is required
in the public interest, ,

Both the principles and the pokcy
of law have all along been against dis-
crimination and it is against the fun-
damental principles under Article 14,
The economic discrimination of the
landowner as against others in other
sectors of economic activity is too strong
to dispense with a legislative wand. ,
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TEST FOR AKALI LEADERSHIP
. By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: The Prime
Minister left for Belgrade on the
last day of August, having left no
onesin the country in doubt about
the issue of Punjabi Suba. He
stood his ground firmly in Parlia-
ment and carried both the Housces
with him. The support extended
to the Akalis by some of the
Opposition  members,  whether
qualified as in the case of the
communists or unqualified as on
the part of the PSP, made
little impression and no  difle-
rence. Master Tara Singh mano-
covred  himself into a Wrong
yosition by staking - his Hife
on the fateful dssue. He was re-
minded that seven vears ago when
a PEPSU Akali undertook a fast
for the same objective, he not only
disapproved of the step bat pub-
licly declared  that  fasting  for
such ends was against the tenets
of Sikhism.  Since there could
have been no change in such reli-
gious  tenets, the change  could
only have been in him. Almost in
despair he scemed to have over-
reached himself. It was heavy mis-
calculation. He cannot say he was
not warned. Rajaji who could any
day sce farther than anyone clse
in the country, knew what await-
ed Master Tara Singh. lence the
advice given by him to - Master
Tara Singh to limit the fast for

urposes of pfyyer for a change of
gcurt among  the  Hindus—and
not to streteh it farther.  Today
nobody will miss the wisdom of
his adyice.

Even now it is not perhaps too
late for Master Tara Singh to
break his fast even as  Swami
Rameshwaranand has done though
for different reasons. Ie may yet
confound his opponents.  There
seems to he.n() purposc in invit-
ing death simply because of an
arlier resolve. It is never wrong
to give up the wrong way. Master
Tara Singh need not smart under
the feeling that his fast has failed.
It has not altogether failed:
it has compelled world-wide
attention and provoked the most

furious thought. That by itsclf is
no small service. -

By preserving his life for some
years yet and not denying the
Akalis his powerful Icadership, he
will do them greater good than
by letting his martyrdom spell it-
self out in their frustration. It calls
for greater courage to live for a
cause than to dic for it. It was by
service till their last breath and
not by arbitrary termination of life
itself that grcat men, more often
than not, achicved what they could.

Nobody wants to sce Master
Tara Singh winding up the dece-
lared way—not even (to be fair to
him) Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon,
He should even now first with-
draw from the fatal course adopt-
cd by him under a wrong impu%sc
and by his proven capacity  for
sacrifice, work for the unity of the
Sikhs as a pre-requisite for the
fulfilment of a demand in their
name. It is open to Master
Tara Singh to make the Punjabi
Suba an clection issue and give
Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon a hid-
ing if he can. That would be far
more cnnvincing—and cnduring——
than any concessions, big or small,
that he may get by threatening
to take life ont of himself or seek-
ing to make his own survival the
main issue.

There is yet another pressing
reason  why the Akali leader
should end his fast, and not him-
self. Recent discussions on the
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Punjabi Suba in Parliament and
the press  emphasised  Hindu-
Sikh amity as a decisive factor in
determining  the future of the
Punjab or any part thercof. There
is every danger to it if  Master
Tara Singh will dic as a result of
the fast. 1f for nothing else, for
saving the Punjab from a possible
deterioration in the relations bet-
ween the Hindus and the Sikhs of
the State, and perhaps also beyond
it, he should call off the fast—and
ensure that Hindu-Sikh relations
which have been so far extremely
cordial will not, like Hindu-Mus-
lim relations at one time, poison
the very springs of national life
and work untold havoe. This
should never happen and so that
it may not cven threaten to hap-
pen, Master Tara Singh  should
at once break his fast. And he
should also  stop throwing out
fantastic suggestions such as have
cmanated from him since he felt
convinced of the tutility of the
fast. A second wrong step is always
much casier than the first. His
immediate colleagues and advisers
have a tremendous responsibility.
They must wisely intervene before
it is all too late, without letting
themselves be overpowered by

anger and bitterness.  Statesman-
ship has something unusually

common with sportsmanship. Vir-
tue lies in  winning without
insolence  or in losing without
rancour.
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LQST MORAL POWER

Both sides of the cold war are
now seeking to induce the pub-
lic to believe that cxperiments in
what they call ‘outer space’ and
explosions underground are a
class apart and not harmful, and
that the world may remain con-
tented if no test explosions take
place within the earth’s atmos-
phere. This is not very different
from the filtered cigarette smok-
ing which the tobacco interests
recommend as safe against cancer.
Radio-active carbon and strontium
will not be attracted away to other
planets or converted into nothing-
ness simply because they are
generated 160 miles or 200 miles
off from the surface of the carth.
One hundred and sixty miles is
much nearer to the earth’s surface
than to any other gravitational
field. Even as®Gagarin came back
to earth after rdtating round for
some time, sq will the strontium
and carbon poison surely and
inevitably come back to the
earth where the poison was
conceived and planned. | The
difference is only one of time,
that is, whether ‘we and our
children or our grand-children, or
their children and grand-children
should suffer, If the consideration
is humanity and not present mili-
tary deterrence, it makes no diffe-
rence whether the explosions are
in the atmosphere or in ‘outer
space’, as 160 miles off is grandi-
loquently called ‘in a celestial
sphere’ which light takes millions
of vears to travel across.

The issue is not one of science;
for science has left us in no doubt

" By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

as to the certainty of mischief.
The problem is how to get the
nuclear Powers under control and
make them answerable to damage
threatened or caused to the unin-
volved world; how men engaged
in the competition of technologi-
cal advance can be prevented from
indulging in grave crime. M.
Nehru went to Moscow to repre-
sent the case on behalf of those
not involved in the cold war. But
he was so taken up with the gran-
deur of the achievements of Russia
that he nearly forgot his mission.
He has returned happy with a
Peak-Nehru round his neck and
nothing about what he went for.
Perhaps he had perforce to recon-
cile himself to this emptiness and
put up a good face on it.

Dr. Pauling and Dr. Bernal can,
if they please, offer more autho-
ritative opinions on this matter.
But there seems little doubt that
we are in for a lot of deception at
the hands of frightened war-
mongers and their hired experts.
If man from earth handles experi-
ments in ‘outer space’, the poison
generated there will certainly be
in a position to affect man, the
distance down being no more
than the distance up. Of course
Truman can make light of all this
‘hooey’; the man who exploded
the first atomic bomb over Hiro-
shima is qualified to do it.

New York scientists have mea-
sured and found that radio-activity
in the United States has increased
sixty-fold after the recent Soviet
test-explosions. But these scien-
tists assure their people that they

i

are still only at three microcuries
whereas the danger level is 100
microcuries. When one is in hope-
Icss debt for three dollars he is
sought to be comforted by being
told that he will go into the
Gazette only when his debt rea-
ches 100 dollars. After that point
is reached, of course, there is no
hope of return or reform and civi-
lization must wind up.

Dr. Teller, the American ‘father’
of the hydrogen bomb believes
and confesses that Soviet Russia
is ‘far ahead’ of the United States
in  nuclear development. His
statement reads almost definitely
like admitting that the Soviet
achievements can never be over-
taken. But apart from their rela-
tive achievements, between them
two we the rest of the world are
not far behind the point of total
annihilation, as honest old Bert-
rand Russell has said. Dr. Teller
exhorts his people in no uncer-
tain terms not to be deterred from
a full nuclear test programme by
reason of fall-out dangers. “Our
concern is the question of war or
peace or survival itself. In the face
of such questions, the matter of
fall-out is not important”—words
which Americans can understand
perhaps, but not those who are
outside America and Russia but
who still wish to survive
human beings. Dr. Teller’s appeal
amounts to this, that America
should make up its mind to poison”
the whole world in order that it
'‘may energetically run an ad-
mittedly  hopeless race with
Russia in the nuclear pro-
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SURPLUS RIDICULE
By POTHAN JOSEPH

His critics have piled upon
Master Tara Singh a heap of epi-
thets to make the old gentleman
look a picture of ridicule although
it would be bare justice to under-
stand his emotional stress in the
ordeal he courts. The first remark
made by the Prime Minister on
his return from Moscow after
delivering the Belgrade-letter and
Mr. Khrushchov’s reluctance to
give up nuclear blasts (as must
have been clear after the fourth
blast whilst they were discussing
the same subject) was ‘ridiculous’,
Besides being charged with com-
munalism  disguised as Sikhistan
right on the “sensitive” frontier,
Master Tara Singh has been lat-
terly reminded of his conduct even
during British rule as a seces-
sionist at heart and as an intriguer
in the story of Pakistan—which are
not particularly relevant at this
time of day, since the accusation
refers to a time when everything
was in the melting pot and when
phrases like ‘Moplastan’ were also
current in the air. Many com-
munities had been on their hind-
legs, so to speak, in protection of
their interests, at the crisis of the

Simla Conference, not excluding
some of his present self-righteous
critics. Among other churgcs we
come  across - expressions like
“black-mailer”, “coercion”, “bluff
to be called”, “outrage against re-
ligion”, “imposture”, “sacrilegious
humbug”, “glucose fast”, etc., cte.

That in principle any redrawing
of the Punjab territory would be
a case of wanton “vivisection” is
held up against the Sikh leader;
it is vehemently argued that in
examples of new boundaries being
drawn after the States Reorgani-
zation Report, there has been no
surrender to “linguism”, That the
claim is an exaggeration and that
Mr. Nehru’s firmness had not been
apparent at the time of Andhra
emergence, the division of the old
Bombay State, the territorial
adjustments between Kerala and
Tamilnad, the creation of Naga-
land, etc., is as plain as pike-staff,
so that the argument about new
frontiers being unheard-of fails to
impress the Sikh patriot. After all,
with the trend of overcentraliza-
tion, the provincial States have
been functionally reduced to the
status of local board administra-

4
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tions, the conception of danger at
the frontier does not weigh witht
many people who fear that bet-
ween Governor Gadgil and Chief
Minister Kairon, the attitude of
“firmness in principle” is being
carried to a dangerous point of no
return. Even the constant ex-
change of messages between Delhi
and Amritsar does not throw
much light on their diplomatic
content. After slamming tne door,
all turn round and say that the
door is open. Added to obscure
provocations  is the mockery of
counter-fasts to establish the case
against the Punjabi Suba—a cal-
culated recourse incidentally to
put an cnd to fasting as a weapon
in politics against the power gf
the vote. It is hard to maintain
that Master Tara Singh is only a
frustrated man incapable of, the
defence of a “pure conscience apd
that he is just perversely turning
back the hands of the clock for
lack, in his case, of any “inner
voice”. Politics is not an exact
science, and it is best not to ex-
plain away party-conflicts by the
theory of obsession. In his own
way he might in mystical moods
perceive that there is danger to
the Panth and eventually the
Granth, if in his time a solution of

the kind roughly outlined by ob-

LOST MORAL POWER ... .., .., ... ...

gramme. Of course this neces-
sarily means a further counter-
vailing spurt in the Russian pro-
gramme of poisoning humanity.
All the wisdom of peace-loving
and civilized humanity must con-
centrate itself now on how to re-
duce the insane bullies of the world
to orderly and lawful behaviour,
The rulers of the uninvolved
world are on the other hand in
such an insane hurry to borrow
from and be obliged to the very
same bullies, one or the other or
both, that they have hopelessly
~-lost all power to influence them.
Nehru loaded with dollars and
roubles can but poise himself
“~deftly on the rope of neutralism.
He cannot command when he has
so greatly to depend.
- And what for is he in this de-
;gen‘dent pa,ss? For ‘progress’ and

Pd B

‘material  advance’,—when the
total advance is, according to all
signs, towards inevitable annihila-
tion. If Gandhi had been alive,
would he have approved of this
shortsighted, blind and abject de-
pendence on the very criminals
whp are conspiring in world annihi-
lation? He would have kept India
out of that folly and spoken as
one with authority and command-
ed where now we smile for fur-
ther favours, as a broken down,
condemned prisoner foolishly asks

for a drink ak ;
t his end or a cake before going

. We are now interested in peace
I a new and sordid sense—not
because peace is good and we hate
war, but because the romised and
b.eseeched aids in billions, 32 bil-
lions or more, to make our Plans
real cannot arrive if war breaks
out. In,"that event the Plans would

topple down in a hopeless mess,
like a house of cards. We have
now developed a concrete vested
interest in peace, different from
the old Gandhian disinterested
interest. One might ask what
difference does it make? Indeed
therc is great difference, all the
difference that there is between
creed and policy, the difference
there is between honest honesty
and honesty for policy. The voice
of moral authority is different
from the plea of bérrowers. The
voice of a Jesus Christ or a Gan-
dhi or a Tagore is different from
an appeal for peace by the Gov-
ernor of the Reserve Bank of
India. “You are after saving your
development plans, but we must
fight for very existence,” the West
would be inclined to say in ans-

‘wer to ench an annaal ®
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servers like Mr. B. Shiva Rao who
pleads for compromise with
honours even, werc not reached.
Anything to make a lnughin‘g-stock
of "the Sikh leader by reference
to “fissiparous tendencies” and
“disruptive intentions” should be

ruked ‘out in courtesy, nor is the

drive of sweeping arrests and de-
tefitions in the solution of a
socalled police-problcm deficient
in Kasron’s Cromwellian touch,
Chicf Minister Pratap Kairon
has hit hard in defiance of cle-
mentary law and constitutional
safeguards so much so that cven
the Communist Party deplores the
harsh measures of repression in
the Punjab, saying: “The Sccreta-
riat of the National Council of the
Communist Party of India calls
the attention of our people to the
large-scale, indiscriminate repres-
sion which Sardar Pratap Singh
Kairon and his government have

\'
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Jlaunched throughout the Punjab.”
The communists  were of course
unsympathetic even during Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s resort to fasting
after the war against Hitler took
on the phase of  Soviet Russia
coming into the picture, turning
it all into an anti-imperialistic
struggle. The present administra-
tion of the Punjab views Master
Tara Singl’s cffort as a mala fide
fast when he does not speak of
it in the orthodox language of
penance and sclf-purification, he
being  too unsophisticated  in
scmantics.

As for the Kairon Administra-
tion, it is intcresting to recall a
studv on Fundamental Rights by
Mr. Justice Mishra who by citing
Supreme Court cases comes to the
conclusion that “the danger of any
injustice due to executive vagaries
is” practically climinated”. A re-
viewer of the book points out that

3

the safeguards are shadowy under
Article 22 since political oppo-
nents could be singled out for
“preventive justice” and the learn-
ed reviewer proceeds: “To cite an
instance, on May 21, 1960, the
Akali Dal set up a Legal Defence
Committee consisting of seven
lawyers. The Kairon Government,
with a directness that compels
admiration, arrested all of them by
June 5 of that year, putting out
of action the entire defence orga-
nization.”

When such high-handedness is
possible there is hardly any statis-
tics about the number of people
put under restraint; and when the
Prime Minister applauds the Ad-
ministration he might as well
recall the old cry: “Freedom is
in peril! Defend it with all your
might!” Master Tara Singh has
borne the brunt of much unde-
served ridicule already.
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

Like many other ventures ins-
pired by gigantism, the latest
atomic power station scems to
have undergone an infantile con-
vulsion before starting. Sixty-two
miles north of Bombay the Gov-
ernment had chosen the site for
the Tarapore reactor baptised as
Zerlina.  Mr. Nehru has poctic
imagery in the selection of names,
the latest proof being the names
of watches to be turned out by the
HM.T. factory under Japanese
tutelage. “Zerlina” was minted as
an abbreviation for “Zero Energy
Reactor for Lattice Investigations
and New Assemblies” to enchant
people already captivated by the
elder sister “Apsara” of Trombay
still subject to lameduck sessions.
Zerlina is designed to feed the
power-system of Maharashtra and
Gujerat, and the Prime Minister
by a special vote placed Rs. 51
crores at the disposal of erectors,
far and near. Initial estimates
have a way of doubling themselves
before the actual inauguration
ceremony, and the tenders for the
Tarapore showpiece were due to
be submitted after world-wide
advertisements by the end of last
month, August. Stories of compo-
sition to glamourise the interna-
tional situation were afloat, but
the upshot has not kept pace with
imagination. Russians offered a
spare nuclear plant to India, but
the proposition is entangled in

cold war negotiations; they in
short refused to tender for “Pro-
ject Tarapore”, After a little spurt
of interest, Americans had a look
at it, but they have retired, with
faith unimpaired in the security of
other thermal devices for fuel-
power. Another round of world-
advertisements is expected. “Tell
it not in Gath, publish it not in the
streets of Askelon”.
- ] o -]

Presiding officers helonging to
various legislatures are having one
of their periodical meetings to
tone up procedure and standard-
ize rulings. Nearly all of them
have travelled round the world,
halting particularly at the capitals
of Commonwealth countries and
familiarising themselves with the
functions of Speakership, but it is
curious that in the vicissitudes of
Hansard in our politics, traits
spark out of the Chair brighten-
ing some of the prerogatives that
cluster round the one-party-system
—accompanied by the apology of
a mixed Opposition treated with
scant regard by the Congress
Government.  Occasionally ~ the
presiding officers with strong opi-
nions of their own seem to get
tired of listening and giving rules.
Since they have not subscribed
themselves to the pledge of de-
tachment taken by the late Mr.
V. J. Patel on his election as the
first Indian Speaker, they are apt
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As this issue is being printed
we have had the sad news that
Dag  Hammarskjoeld was killed -
in a plane crash. “The bravest and
best man in the world today”,
Rajaji said, “has died in the per-
formance of his duty. Any peace
prize  of the world would be
deservedly  conferred  if  even
gicen  posthumously  to  thic

martyr.”

to cherish  wunconsciously a little
svmpathy for the party to whom
they owe their honour. In squab-
bles that end in walk-outs, the
presiding officers exercise all the
arts of gavelling, admonishing and
appealing for the dignity ot the
House, but sometimes they in
their excitement find themselves
in the thick of the debate, contri-
buting arguments from the Chair!
o -] L d

By way of a passing example
we may quote the Phizo affair in
the Lok Sabha at question-time
last week. From the report flashed
by the P.T.I, Phizo, a refugee
from Nagaland, with dreams of
an independent enclave for him
and his co-religionists, deserves
extradition and trial in India for
murder—the Prime Minister in
his previous statement having
said that he was no foreigner but
a ‘wanted’ man for production by
police in a trial court. Since a
guarded reply was needed, the
Treasury Bench refrained from
asserting the guilt of the fugitive
in London, but the use of careful
words provoked an altercation in
which the Speaker heartily joined
to the disadvantage of the absen-

tee “murderer”.
] o ]

Whilst members  exchanged
views on the. rights of asylnm,
the tepid attitude of the Common-
wealth Office and affiliated issues,
the contribution of the Chair may
be quoted: o

Speaker Ananthasayanam Ayyan.
gar joined members in asking the

Government if it could not give a

more reasonable explanation than to

say that there was no charge against

a man who was leading a rebellion

and was stated to be responsible for

several murders.
The Speaker said that it had been
repeatedly stated in the Hlouse that
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Phizo had not submitted himself to
the jurisdiction of this country, Phizo
was the one man who was leading
ie revolt. It was rather strange to
be told that there was no charge
against Phizo and the Government
was not taking steps to ask for his
extradition.  He would ask the Mi-
néster to go into this “more leisurely.”

L] L] L]

The Chair gave leave to the
Goverament  to  reflect on the
points raised by the sovereign au-
thority of the House “more
leisurely”. There are State legisla-
tures where quick intervention is
noticeable when eclectoral prob-
lems are raised bristling with difh-
culties, when an  attitude  of
unruffled calm could give the
pronouncements from the Chair
an impartial tone. It is not only
necessary that presiding officers
should bhe impartial and reticent
in their observations but it should
be widely known by demonstra-
tion that they are impartial and
spare of speech, whatever be their
chances at the next February poll.

L L o

In his paen of self-praise on his
return from Moscow, the Prime
Minister paunsed to remark that
developments in the Congo had
vindicated his policy; but as in the
Belgrade meet, appreciation syn-
chronised with contrary actuali-
ties, and we see the beginnings of
a civil war in ex-Belgian colony,
our immediate strategy being to
defeat the Tshombe crowd who
want Katanga to have a separate
existence. Casualties are reported
in considerable numbers, with the
Secretary-General on the spot.
India’s paramount solution for dis-
order in the Congo was the re-
convening of Parliament at Louva-
nium, although more than a year
has passed since the original elec-
tions held under Belgian decree.
Several Congo M.Ps are untrace-
able and gaps are left unfilled
through bye-elections. After Rus-
sia’s withdrawal from the scene
and refusal to recognize the Secre-
tary-General, Mr. Dag Hammarsk-
joeld has had to lean heavily on
India rather than court extinction
through the Troika principle de-
manded oby communist countries.
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When Indian troops were sent
to the Congo to rehabilitate demo-
cracy, Parliament in India had not
been consulted, but Pandit Nehra
announced later that Law Minis-
ter Ashok Sen had told him of the
Executive’s discretion to deploy
Indian forces overseas. We, how-
ever, hardly counted on pitched
battles involving large casualties.
As carly as August 25, when the
ranks of Katanga consisted of
13,000 soldiers and police, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Kimba pro-
claimed that the Katanga army
would “fight in self-defence” and
that the advancing troops would
be considered as “forces in the pay
of an invader”. Tshombe (after a
reported run) is fighting back and
there is talk of a ccase-fire after
bloodshed. The credentials  of
the Secretary-General (once des-
cribed by Khrushchov as acting
in the manner of a Commander-
in-Chicf) consist of a resolution
of the Security Council authoris-
ing the UN Special Representa-
tive to “use force if necessary in
the last resort”. Britain has already
asked if the fight against the seces-
sionists through the use of UNO
forces, is not in cxcess of that
mandate. The moment Dayal was
eased out of his job, it was the
Prime Minister’s duty to realize
the force of his earlier warning
that efforts to eject him from office
would affect the position and se-
curity of Indian troops spared for
service abroad, The drama of the
16th meeting of the General As-
sembly begins at New York this
Tuesday (19th September) and it
would be wise to fall in with the
“cease-fire” idea, and put in a con-
tingent of UNO troops of mixed
composition to guard the truce-
line for the time being.

° o o

After beginning with the roof
on a picturesque scale, the Plan-
ners are seeking to locate the
foundations of Plan-Projects. The
formality of obtaining parliamen-
tary sanction was over in August
and the National Planning Com-
mission now proceeds to chalk out
exact “dispersal of industries”
about which the Planning Com-

mission has to strike a balance -
, between the preferences of indi-

5

vidual ministries and the claims
of backward States. Only recently,
provisional decisions were taken
in regard to the location of a num-
ber of projects—heavy electrical
equipment plants (one in U.P. and
another in Andhra), heavy pres-
sure boilers plant (Madras State),
precision instruments plant (Raja-
sthan), diesel locomotive plant
(Banaras) and heavy plates and
vessels unit (Maharashtra). Only
after business-enterprise is located.
The Delhi news-item  concludes
that official announcement is with-
held pending a final decision re-
garding the proposal for second
precision instruments unit, Mean-
while “flaming zeal” has again
been requested. PJ.

The only
tooth paste
containing active
ingredients of NEEM
combined with essential

medicaments used
in any modern
tooth paste




p

SWARAJYA

September 23, 1961

et T

SRS

Surety and Safcty in Dclivcry
Reliability n Transportation

Versatility in imports, cxports, clearing

forwarding, warehousing  etc.

Satisfaction i  Service

DEPOTS AND AGENCIES AT:

ANANTAPUR GUNTUR NELLOREL
BANGALORE HYDERABAD OOTACAMUND
COIMBATORE KARUR SECUNDERABAD
COONOOR KRISHNAGIRI SALEM

ERODE KURNOOL TRICHY
ERNAKULAM METTUPALAYAM VIJAYAWADA

TRANSPORTATION IS OUR BUSINESS

Make it your business to consult us for all your Transport Problems..

We make your transportation economical, expeditious and casy

SRI RAMA VILAS SERVICE LTD.

‘“ DINROZE ESTATE”

1/17, MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS-2

‘ Telegram\: * ROADHAUL **

Telephone Nos. 83838, 83837, 83838

September 23, 1961

SWARAJYA

INTEGRATION PROGRAMMES

National disintegration and the
opposite of it, national integration,
are not brought about or affected
by committees, however high-
powered, sitting for a couple of
day’s dcbate. Either the one or the
other is the result of policies
pursued by the government of
the day over a long period, cover-
ing many fields of national affairs
not perhaps obviously connected
with integration or disintegration
but all the same deeply aftecting
the same. Sometimes, more often
than not, policies are well-inten-
tioned but produce a disintegrat-
ing reaction, and a reversal of such
policies is made difficult on account
of the lapse of time and the vested
interests created by them. But all
the same such reversal is neces-
sary to undo the mischief.

Prominent among many policies
which the ruling party has been
pursuing is its policy regarding
languages in all its ramifications.
It was an evil day when India was
divided into States according to
the majority language in each
area. The difficulties and objec-
tions in the way of this linguistic
re-ordering of States were many,
but the principle was relentlessly
put into execution and many
sacrifices were made for the pur-
pose. Great old provinces werc
cut up, natural synthesis was
cruelly stopped, and isolation and
chauvinism, coxpmunal in reality
but putting onthe clozk of lan-
guage took possession of peoples
minds, in the end overwhelming
the whole country. A continent
that was fast becoming one, has
become (to use a ge()gralYliic(ll
term) an archipelago of islands.
Each island holds big minorities
who are treated more or less as
undesirable fifth columnists by
the dominamt section. An atmos-

here of oppression and suppress-
ed ill-will pervades where for-
merly people were coming toge-
ther in steady synthesis.

The language problem has, in
another aspect also, added to the
disintegration, A curious mania
has seized the mind of the Hindi-

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

speaking sections, that they are
India and India is theirs, and the
rest are exceptions to be provided
for somehow; English must go and
Hindi take its place. If people
accepted English before Indepen-
dence, it must be casy enough for
them to accept Hindi now—this
has become the slogan of the
Hindi or near-Hindi pcople. The
non-Hindi people react towards
this attempt, exactly as everyone
had felt during the frcedom strug-
gle towards Englishmen. The
expression  ‘Hindt  imperialism’
has come into vogue to des-
cribe  the reaction. The best
minds of India sce the dan-
ger, but they dare not opposc
what is equated with patriotism,

As a corollary to the imposition
of Hindi, came the imposition of
regional languages in cach State,

Bertrand Russell

Bertrand Russell, in a
statement from prison (on
September 13) addressed “to
all, in whatever country, who
are still capable of sane
thinking or human feeling”
said :

The populations of East and
West, misled by stubborn gov-
crnments in - search of prestige
and by corrupt official experts
bent on  retaining  their  posts,
tamely acquicsce in  policies
which are almost certain to end
in nuclear war.

There are supposed to be two
sides, each professing to  stand
for a great cause. This is a delu-
sion. Kennedy, Khrushchov, Ade-
nauer, de Gaulle and Macmillan
are all pursuing a common aim—
the end of human life. You,
your families, your friends and
your countries are to be extermi-
nated by the common decision of
a few brutal, but powerful men,
To please these men, all the pri-
vate affections, all the public
‘hopes, all that has been achieved
in art, knowledge and thought
and all that might have been
achieved hereafter is to be wiped
out for ever.

7

which aggravated problems both
in civic affairs and in the educa-
tional field. The theory of educa-
tion through the mother-tongue
instead of being  constructively
adopted became an  anti-English
slogan, with the result that the
mobility of educated youth will
come to a dead stop and univer-
sities invaded by pseudo-patriot-
ism are threatened with total iso-
lation from one another by reason
of the substitution of several local
languages for the English medium.
University education united the
elitc of India into one unit. But
now this is being undone. It is
this last development that has
served to open the eyes of states-
men to the impending dangers.

The talk against communalism
and castes instead of serving to
wipe out communal and caste-dis-
tinctions serves only to give full
licence to the majority to indulge
in its communalism and caste-ism
and the minorities everywhere are
adjudged guilty of the “ism when-
cver they seck to save their natu-
ral rights against the domination
of the majority. What the Con-
gress Party does speaks louder
than its preaching. Communal-
ism is at the root of all the deci-
sions of the Congress Party in ad-
ministration as well as in party
work.

The attitude of the ruling poli-
tical party has added a new ele-
ment of disintegration to which it
is necessary to refer here. Instead
of allowing and encouraging a
natural synthesis of castes and
communities in a developing con-
tinent, the coming together is di-
rected to be Dbrought about
through political affiliation to the
Congress and through that means
alone. The result is that instead of
caste-ism disappcaring, a new and
worse caste has been created—the
caste of the ruling party. With
the power exercised by that party
in the socialistic pattern, that is,
with power to make or mar men
in all economic, industrial and
other business activities of indivi-
dual citizens, this new caste has
come to be a worse type of the
old feudal tyrannies and caste
dominations. Castes may disappear

‘but this new Congress caste will
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grow in strength as all national
activities are sought to be brought
under government control. Corrup-
tion and disintegration are the
natural corollaries of this domina-
tion of a new caste.

As faith in non-violence has
faded away among congressmen
yielding place to totalitarian re-
liance on the various compulsions
of the State, centralization is re-
sorted to as a remedy for disinte-
gration. Centralized authority is
not a cure for the fissiparous ten-
dencies generated by the ruling
party’s policies any more than
physical chastisement is a cure for
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deficiency in memory or mathe-
matics. Of course, centralized
totalitarianism when accomplished
leaves no room for any fissiparous
activity. But that is a scheme of
life based on compulsion to which
we have not yet given oxplicit con-
sent. A corpse suffers from no
headache or malaria. It is only liv-
ing men that suffer diseases. To
kill is no remedy for the ills of
the body or the mind.

It is not easy to undo the lin-
guistic  reorganization of the
States. So  many vested and
strongly entrenched interests will
be against it. But something will
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have to be done to uudo the evil

results. The first and most far-
. “
reaching step would be a firm as-

surance in respect of the. corti-
nuance of English as the medium
of higher education and of all offi-
cial work with full facilities for
the public to be in touch with
Government  through  translations
as in the British days.  This is°the
first step that is called for most
urgently. If this is done, leaving
no room for equivocation or
doubt, a great deal will have been
achicved. Many of the disintegrat-
ing forces will fade away as a
result.

WHAT PRICE FOR VACILLATION!
By H.S. DWIVEDI

Formation of the linguistic
States in India has been the great-
est political blunder in the history
of the Congress Government. The
gravity of the blunder has proved
to be far more far-reaching in con-
sequences than even the taking of
the Kashmir case to the United
Nations or disowning responsibi-
lity of understandings or certain
treaties made by Britain on behalf
of India, which led to annexing of
Tibet by China, followed by occu-
pation of about 15,000 square
miles of Indian territory accord-
ing to the Government and many
times that area, according to
other accounts. But encourage-
ment and acceptance (by impli-
cation) of the principle of linguis-
tic States, is an unpardonable
blunder, even a crime, for which
posterity will curse us and never
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forgive the ruling party for its
shortsightedness.

It has disintegrated the coun-
try. It has taken back the coun-
try a hundred years back from
the unity that the British had
wrought into the fabric of Indian
administration. It has created a
gulf between one Indian and ano-
ther Indian, a Bengali and an
Assami, a Maharashtrian and a
Madrasi, which will be impossible
of being bridged in the foresce-
able future. And let us not forget
that it was Rajaji who had warned
us against the danger, though his
wise counsel was not listened to
by politicians of the day.

It might be asked if Pandit
Nehru did not realize it. And then
why did he yield to the clamour?
He knew dimly what was coming;
that was why he shouted at the
top of his voice against the forma-
tion of Maharashtra and said that
he would not be a party to it. For
one thing, he is an extremely weak
administrator and for another, he
was ambitious to remain in power.
Also, he seems to have placed the
interests of the Congress Party
above those of the country. He
must have thought that if Maha-
rashtra was not conceded, such

. denial would lead to the breaking

up of the tottering Congress at
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the place of its very birth much
carlier than otherwise.

When his own convictions went
against the unthinking clamour of
his shortsighted followers, he did
not resign on the issue which he
thought was against the interests
of the country. This was the least
that would be expected of a pat-
riot and statesman with any moral
fibre. But, alas, he preferred to be
led by others. Unfortunately, he
does not seem to know that the
Congress may come and go but the
country  shall remain, that the
Congress is for the country, not
the country for the Congress, that
if the country went to pieces, with
it the Congress and all other things
we cherish will disappear too.
Was it not because Gandhiji
thought that the” Congress had
ceased to be useful any longer for
the country that he had suggested
its being wound up in hic last
testament?

Now Pt. Nehru’s great friends,
the communists, who have shrewd-
ly decided to support the Con-
gress in the next elections are
according support te a Punjabi
Suba, in the certain knowledge
that even as he had yielded to®
Assam, Maharashtra, Andhra and
Nagaland will sooner or later con-
cede also the Punjabi Suba, as
price for continuing to be Prime
Minister. And, after all, has he not
himself created justification and
precedent for changing his views?

]
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‘Salifornia readings  recently
made as well as those of Canadian
scientists at  Edmonton have
shown 30 times  higher radio-
activity in the air. It has increased
from 0.5 microcuries to 14.8 mic-
rocuries. The people are however
asked not to be alarmed at these
resultses The British Air Force has
now one hundred British made H-
bombs equivalent to 20 crore tons
of T.N.T. How loudly decds
spcak—so  much  more  than
words !

¥

Mr. da Costa, Editor of the
Eastern Economist, spcaking to
the Import Advisory Council in
New Delhi, warned the Govern-
ment and its planners to devise
measures to meet the dangers in-
volved in the international situa-
tion. Imports from USA and
West Germany on which India’s
economy depended to a great ox-
tent might be stopped, he said,
due to a worsening of the situation.
This clement of uncertainty  was
always implicit in  the  Plan.
It is its Achilles’ hecl. Not
for nothing have old-fashioned
people  been  warning from the
outset against megalomaniac plans
built on continuous supply from
cold war parties and committing
the nation to taxation and expen-
diture, and inflation on that basis.

“ X

Mr. H. V. R.“lengar’s statement
at the International Industrial
Conference at San Francisco on
Septemper 12, is an interesting
example of how India could speak
in two voices, one for the dollar
empire and another for the Soviet
soctalist empire. The Governor
of the Reserve Bank of India did
his best to make out that India was
not really sgcinlist but was more
than ninety per cent a free enter-
prise country with bright pros-
pects of progress in the American
way of competitive production.
He made it plain however that the
success of the monetary and fiscal
p()licies of the Government of
India depended “to a major ex-
tent” on the availability of exter-
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nal assistance of the order of 32
hillions. He could not at that con-
ference  talk  loosely  as  our
politicians  can  do in  India
about how the loans could be
returned.  They could Dbe dis-
charged only by suitable exports
and by “competitive ability in
world markets on the basis of qua-
lity of goods and their price”. He
admitted “as a late comer in the
export field for diversified manu-
factured goods, India will find her
task diflicult”. He later sank into
the  politician’s vague  talk  and
said “the debt looks burdensome
as of now and for some years to
come, but with the growth of the
cconomy, India’s ability to scrvice
the debt will also steadily rise and
over a period the problem should
not prove intractable”. He assured
the  American  audience  that
“*Government enterprises  account-
ed for hardly one-sixth of the
total output in India and that
even at the end of the Third Plan,
it would not be more than a
fourth”.  All these assurances of
non-socialistic conditions will how-
ever have to be weighed against
the news and propaganda issuing
from Moscow about the Khrush-
chov-Nehru  mutual — congratula-
tions. The double voice may
appear successful for a time, but
ultimately there is danger of being
scanned and  the results will be
unfortunate.

*

“Radio-activity in the London
atmosphere  has  increased  one
hindred fold.” After annoumcing
this (on September 14) against
Soviet Dlasts, it was stated in de-
fence of coming counter-blasts of
the Western Powers, that “the
fall-out was not expected to have
any effect on public health”—
an assurance going contrary to all
scientific verdicts and to the facts
disclosed in the announcement
itself. Public health cannot stand
completely detached from the poi-
sons administered, simply because
governments”  policies require it.
The laws of nature cannot be sus-
pended by Canute.

9

Canute is an oft-recurring phe-
nomenon. In India it is admitted
that the policies of the Third Plan
will tend  still further to raise
prices and increase blackmarket-
ing it prices are sought to be phy-
sically controlled, but the plan-
ners of government assure us that
Canute will control the laws of
nature and we shall go on pro-
gressively prospering. Science s
engaged in continually discover-
ing nature, but g()vemments‘ure
engaged in ordering nature to
obey and reverse its laws, and flat-
terers believe this can be done.

*

I cannot explain why, but it is
most  depressing  for  the Free
World to read that a ‘cabinet-level’
group has been set up by Presi-
dent Kennedy to draft a pro-
gramme for waging psychological
and political warfare, This step is
based on an explicit  admission
that the communists have been
able somchow to repress unfavour-
able reaction against them and to
dominate the news as they choose
“with demonstrations that seem
spontancous”. Whatever the last
words may mean, this confession
followed by the setting up of a
cabinet-level  committee to cope
with Russian  success in - propa-
ganda is a most melancholy event.
It does not appear to have sug-
gested itself to American  states-
men that there may be something
to be righted beyond mere psycho-
logy or brain-washing. Bertrand
Russell, for instance, has pointed
out in his recent letter to the New
Statesman that America’s present
offer to Khrushchov is deplorably
belated and that America should
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have agreed promptly when the
very same terms were offered by
Russia long ago. Surcly Bertrand
Russell has not heen the victim of
any brain-washing that can be
cured by counter-magic. Even
now, had USA not got fright-
ened but manfully abstained from
tests of any sort in spitc of the

deliberate Russian breach of the
moratorium, it would have been a
fur more cffective move than any
that the new  cabinet-level com-
mittee  could devise by way of
hlack or white magic.
»*
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misuse of jeeps by Community
Development blocks for political
and private purposes. They should
not, while touring in govermnent
jeeps, combine official and election
work.” This is from a hand-out
from New Delhi. The warning
proves the prevalence of the irre-
gularity which is a mild term for
misappropriation of public funds
and misuse of official status. The
warning is hypocritical from top
to bottom. The whole scheme of
setting up local administrative
units and furnishing them  with
vehicles and other conveniences,
putting local Congress agents in
practically  supreme charge of
these units, was for the very pur-
pose now formally deprecated,
viz, to utilise the State machinery
for the coming elections. The
Centre’s “warning’  cannot  serve
to whitewash what is going on in
full swing in the puh%ic eye but
it may save the High Command
from public blame. No one with
eyes to see will fail to realize that
this prohibition will not be carried
out. It is like asking and helping
men to chew but telling them to
be careful not to swallow. It is
not tobacco but Parry’s sweets.
The transfer of Congress-Commit-
tee-work to these panchaﬁ'ats and
block development units has been
completed just before the general
elections. The distinction between
Congress work and Congress
funds and State work and State
resources, between Congress flag
and State flag, have all been wiped
out. Hypocritical orders and di-
rections will not deceive anyone,
much less obeyed even if it were
intended to be obeyed. The chief
ministers and their colleagues set
the example for constant touring
for election propaganda covering
villages with all the pomp, pub-
lic expense and paraphernalia of
their official status. The voters of
Indian democracy are systema-
tically drilled to identify the rul-
ing party with the State. No
honest man in the Congress camp®
would deny this, though he might
try to explain it or expatiate on
the difficulty of making fine dis-

tinctions.
C.A
LJ -
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WHY LABOUR SHOULD VOTE
SWATANTRA

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Although the total number of
workers, in factorics, mines, plan-
tations and shop establishments,
may, not exceed five millions, their
voting power has a significance
exceeding their numbers. In the
first plice, workers are disciplined
to vote, the average going to the
polls being about 85 percent,
against the general average of 43

creent. Their families also vote
as fully. Thirdly, other workers,
at least those in towns, tend to fol-
low their lead from a conviction of
identity of interests, It is, for these
reasons, that the Congress, Socia-
list and Commuuist partics have
nursed trade unions to hold the
voters for them.

The workers have to be made
to realize how little the Congress
has done for them. As the statis-
tics made available by Govern-
ment reveal, the real earnings of
the workers have fallen from the
index of 135 in 1956 to 126 in 1938,
with perhaps a greater f{all since,
because of the steep rise in prices
during the last two years. The
worker has not increased his as-
sets. When he has received bonus,
he has been taught to regard it as
‘deferred wage’,  which he  has
spent immediately. What Govern-
ment has spent on his housing is
the pr0per27‘qf the employers to
be occupied byshim only as a ten-
ant for as long as he is in ser-
vice. The Government has just
realize(} the futility of its scheme
and  proposes to give  pro-
perty rights to the worker pro-
vided he pays the cost. It can be
asstimed that no worker will pay
the overcapitalised constructions,
particularly as he has no right to
let them out. He no doubt obtains
a contribufory provident fund
but, in most cases, this is mort-
gaged by debts arising from the
education and wmarriage of his
children. Against this, his lia-

bilitics are a number of un-

earning dependents for whom lit-
tle work is available near his work
site. The employment of his child-

ren is his greatest worry as nei-
ther the unions nor the employers
recognize the hereditary principle.
A survey by the Labour Depart-
ment of Bibar has just disclosed
that the average indebtedness is
476 pereent of the monthly wages
at interest rates which go up to
150 percent. In the total, work in
factories has not improved the
condition of the Indian worker in
any way comparable to workers
in free countries.

The position of the worker is
part of the condition of the eco-
nomy. His real earnings, employ-
ment  opportunities and  savings
cannot increase without a general
extension of both production and
consumption. The policy of Gov-
ernment  Plans  has been to
increasc production in the public
scctor, which not only employs a
relatively smaller number o¥ work-
crs  but also treats them worse
than in the private sector. Second-
ly, the investment in the public
sector has been at the expense of
the investment in the private sec-
tor of industry and ancillary
trade. The UN survey has dis-
closed that during the last ten
years, as a result of such policy,
India ranks 20th among 25 coun-
tries in respect of the increase in
national income. At the same time,
the resulting high cost economy
is reducing the external market on
one hand and foreign investment,
on the other. The worker has ulti-
mately to bear this loss, as his
employers must trim their enter-
prise according to their profits.

The Swatantra Party aims to
restore free enterprise to the ex-
tent investment is able and willing
to undertake it. The expansion
which is inevitable will take care
of the unearning dependents and
children of the worker. Secondly,
the Party is determined to end
inflation by removing controls and
reducing taxation and loans. This
will end the confiscation of the
value of the worker’s wages on

one end and lead to the extension
of the market on the other, which
will add to the share of employers
and employcees alike. Thirdly, the
party will restore loyalties between
employers and employees, which
have been destroyed by the class
hatreds unnecessarily created by
Government’s interference.

The policy of uniting the inter-
ests of the employees and emplo-
yers will require the creation of
new incentives. Profit-sharing as
an incentive has failed because
profits have come mostly from in-
crease of prices and not of produc-
tion. A scheme of ‘progress shar-
ing would serve both workers
and employers better. One way to
achieve this would be to reserve
the bonus of the workers for ex-
tension of the enterprise, the
owners contributing as much or
more as may be necessary. In
plantation, this may mean having
a satellite estate, which could con-
tain provision for houses owned
by the workers. In industries, it
may mean issue of new shares
reserved for the workers, which
also  may include provision for
houses. Such shares, if issued at
par, will be very attractive to the
workers and as they will never be
in any considerable proportion,
will not affect the market, parti-
cularly if they are made non-nego-
tiable for a period of, say five
years. The Government will have
to co-operate by making land
available for extension of planta-
tion and exchange available for in-
crease in the capacity of factories.
It may also make loans and subsi-
dies available to housing owned
by workers at least in the present
proportion.  All this will be real
help to give assets to workers as
also incentives to higher pro-
duction.

If the Swatantra Party offers
‘progress sharing’ to the workers,
it will outstrip all that other par-
ties have done or promised. In spite
of their unions, the workers may
vote for the party because of its
plan to treat them not merely as
workers but as parties to the pro-
gress of the enterprises which
employ them.
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SURF IN THE MODERN HOME...

‘NEW IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME ?”

asks secretary Mrs CHANDER MOHINI SAREEN of New Delhi

‘WHEN YOU HAVE NEW IDEAS FOR YOUR
HOME,” says Mrs Sarcen of Amar Colony,
New Delhi, ‘you must try them out. I do
—whether it is a new flower-arrangement
or a modern washing powder.”

Mrs Sareen, who has four children and
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FACETS OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
) By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Press assessments
of the Prime Minister’s role at the
neutral summit are, in the main,
mose guarded than  gushing.
It was freely acknowledged
that, gs expected or anticipated,
he dominated the gathering of
non-aligned spokesmen and left
on it the impress of his persona-
lity. Yet there were hints, however
subdued, that the Indmn way of
going about on the international
plane was not to the liking of at
least some nations, big or small.
There were indications that, in the
African eye, Mr. Neliea has rather
ceased to be the hero that he
Onee was.

Mr. Nelirw’s hand was  visible
alike in the decision at Belgrade
to address letters to President
Kennedy and Mr. Khrushchov,
urging them both to meet and dis-
cuss the major issues, and in the
cautious, if a trifle prolix, appeal
for peace on earth. His visit to
Moscow as an ‘emissary’—he was
to go there in any case, of cours:
—raised hopes of his capacity in
helping to “cleanse the interna-
tional climate” in the interests of

ations. Possibly Mr. Kennedy has
the same confidence in Mr. Nehru
as a potential peace-maker.

It is one of the ironies of the
situation that by the time the two
Ks will meet and discuss, each
one’s country will have got all the
time it needed to try its own new
nuclear weapons. If so, an agrec-
ment on their cessation should bhe
the casier. It is on the German
question, or the question of Ger-
many, that the Power blocs will
have to shed their excesses, if “the
lights of Europe” are not to go out
once again in our day. Nor is the
European light alone that stands
in danger of being extingnished.

“The neutral summit,” wrote
The Manchester Guardian on the
eve of the Belgrade Conference,
“is unlikely to produce any magic
solution to the Berlin problem”, etc.
It was no detraction from the sig-
nificance of the Summit that it
could make no such pretensions.
In fact, the times are wholly un-
propitious  for diplomatic magic
of any kind, anywhere.  Neutral
‘brief-cases” in particular are sin-
gularly  lacking in  dynamic
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pathy) in the intriguing situation
he has to face under the triple
shadow of “Chinese expansionism,
Pakistan chauvinism and Portu-
guese colonialism.” That is, in a
way, the basic test of Indo-Soviet
friendship.

There is also a general feeling
in the country that while Mz,
Nehru has doubtless kept his faith
as the  high-pricst of non-align-
ment  on a larger stage, in  the
more exclusive South-East Asian
sphere he has not come out un-
scathed as a uniting link, There is
too much of strain to Indian secu-
rity to be just slurred over, in the
hurry to catch up with more dis-
tant developments. Nor can it be
altogether overlooked that cven in
remote  Africa, India’s honour is
not “above suspicion”, though for
no fault of hers. She has not too
many friends today; she is mis-
understood more often now than
before; she is painfully conscious
of foul play in some quarters. Per-
haps it does not help us much to
assume too readily that nothing is
wrong either with our policy or
our leadership—or that the fault is
not in ours at all but ouly in our
stars.

PANDIT
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had already® -a’ppeared on the
scene.

The Nechru-Khrushchov talks
covered a vast field, ranging from
Indo-Scviet relatums to the Berlin
problem and the nuclear tests. It
is perhaps too early to say if any-
thing fruitful or tanglble will come
out of this re-uniaon of old friends
who have, across the years, and
sometimes in extremely difficult
situations, tried to understand

each other and preserve mutual
r.eepec There is no doubt that
Mr. Nehru has Mr. Khrushchov’s
ready ear, if not a soft place in
his bosom. Nor is there much
doubt that Mr. Khrushchov finds
in Mr. Nebru a well-meaning
friend who can be trusted to func-
tion as a gmoother in difficult situ-

rily in peace, so that American or
Soviet aid may be available for
their economy than that their
money and energy be exhausted
in forging weapons for mutual
destruction, if not worse.

As for Mr. Nehru, he has al-
ready taken a line on the Berlin
issue which is capable of recon-
ciling the rival claims of the two
main contending parties. That
his attitude or approach has not
apparently annoyed or displeased
Mr. Khrushchov is a hopeful sign.
Not denying him the credit due
to him for his spokesmanship, on
behalf of Belgrade, his country-
men are rather eager to know in
what direction and to what extent
he has succeeded in enlisting
Soviet support (not merely sym-
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have recommended a rapid extension

BOOK REVIEW:
-_— of such roads, say at the rate of 100,000,

A PLANNER ON PLANNING

PLANNING IN INDIA
V. T. Krishnamachari
Orient Longmans, Rs. 10.

Sir V. T. Krishnamachari after a dis-
tinguished career in the Madras Civil
Service and, as Dewan of more than
one Indian State that was, found lodge-
ment in Abraham’s bosom when he was
made (in 1950) member and (in 1953)
Deputy  Chairman of the Planning
Commission. It was his natural metier,
for a civil servant is never so happy as
when he is arranging other people’s
affairs, In the British period of the
Indian civil servant’s career this ten-
dency was kept in restraint by a
foreign Government’s reluctance to
interfere in alien subjects’ lives and by
the difficulty of getting sanction for
new schemes, especially if they werc
big, from the Secretary-of-State-in-
Council in distant London. But with
an independent socialist Government
there are no inhibitions and no obstacles
to planning.

And so Sir V.TK. has been
a whole-hearted and thorough-going
advocate of planning. Even after retire-
ment from the Planning Commission he
is loyal to the love of his old age and
"has published this apologia for plan-
ning in India, He has only published it,
for it consists only of articles and spee-
ches of his from 1954 to 1960—even the
Preface entitled “A review of Indian
Plans” (April 1951 to January 1961) was
first prepared in July 1956 and has now
been revised and brought up-to-date.

What does he think of it all? It seems
the objective of the Plans and planning
was to be the doubling of the per
capita income of the people in as short
a time as possible.

As a result of the first and
second Plans the per capita in-
come was to have risen from Rs, 282

in 1956 to Rs, 309 in 1960, Assuming
that this latter target will be  reached
by the end of 19681—it is nowhere near
that-—this  increase is at the  rate of
Rs. 5 per year, so to double it it will
take about 50 years. Probably he ex-
pects the rate of increase to be raised
and hopes that by the end of the fifth
plan period., 1976 it will be Rs. 560,
But has he taken into account that by
1976 the population would have in-
creased to 450,000.0007  Iven with a
per capita income of Rs. 360 in 1976
India  would be far behind - Ceylon,
Indonesia, Thailand which have at pre-
sent a per capita income double that
of India. As a result of the first Plan
there was an incrcase of 18 per cent in
the national income or on the average
about 3 percent a ycar. The aim of the
second Plan was an increase of 5 per-
cent a year in the national income
but we are not told in the review whe-
ther this has been achieved, But with a
national income of Rs. 11,690 crores
and a population of 400,000,000 thc
per capita income comes to about Rs.

292,
And Sir V.TK. concludes this re-

view with the statement that “substan-
tial increases in per capita national in-
come have accrued as a result of the
two Plans.” If he is satisfied that an in-
crease of per capita income from
Rs. 282 to Rs. 292 in 1961 is substan-
tial, all that we can say is he and his
fellow-planners must be casy to satisfy.

As a practical administrator Sir
V.T.K. must know what are the first
things required to be first done to im-
prove the economy of India. As a sub-
collector he must have known the woe-
ful lack of roads connecting the villages
and farms with the nearest markets,
India possessing the lowest road mileage
of all civilized countries. Could he not

[

i i i e b e 5 ki S R B Bt el i, ek B SR e e

KILLS COCKROACHES

A TATA-FISON PRODUCT

o

miles a year instead  of the present
rate of 20,000 miles a vear, so that
farming in India may be raised from the
subsistence level to the market level
and  therefore farming for  prosperity
within the next 10 years?

Secondly, as  one-time St'(;'vt;n‘y
of  the  Department of  Edugation
and  Public Iealth he  ought  to
have  known  the  beneficial — effect
of protected  water  supply ® on  the
promotion of good health in the villages
and therefore of the agrienltural pro-
ductivity of the agrienlturist. But he
is content, in the chapter on protected
water supply, to say that “the primary
responsibility for providing rural water
supply is mainly with the Panchayats,
District Boards and the State Govern-
ments”, and to he satisfied  “that we
have not got complete records in all
the  States of the adequacy of  rural
water supplies.” A typical secretariat
reply—but not what we expect from
a national planner. On improved rural
housing, another factor in improving
agricultural productivity, he recommends
“rescarch on the best use of local mate-
vials and the most suitable methods ot
treating  them so as to prolong  their
life.” Literacy, viz,, the rapid exten-
sion of it, is another factor that will
promote  agricultural  and  industrial
productivity and this planner like the
rest of them is not concerned about it
satisficd with its slow progress at the
rate of one percent a year in the most
advanced States like Madras which will
give us total or near-total literacy in
about 75 years.

Sir V.T.K. shares with his fel-
low-planmers  the  fatal  defect  of
Indian planning of hyring no scnse of
prioritics  giving  precedence  to  first
things first, necessaries before luxuries,
foundations before the superstructure.
In the absence of such a conviction of
the economic value of prigrities, all
these grandiose plans, of which Sir
V.TK. has been the sponsor and
advocate all these years, lead to the
building of castles in Spain, not ‘work-
shops of wealth in India.

Perhaps in all his writings and spee-
ches on Plans and planning, even
though he is a member, of the Planning
Commission, Sir V.T.K. is still the typi-
cal civil servant carrying out the plins
and policies of Government. Typical
also of the civil servant are the good
qualities of this book —its comprehens-
iveness, its use of facts and figures, its
insistence on the special importance of
efficient and honest administration and
administrators in a planned and plan-
ning State. M. Rl.."x'l{NASWAMY
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THE PUNJAB ISSUE

*Some kind of Commission is

hangin% fire over the Punjab issue
raised by Master Tara Singh, and
the Government of India seems
willing to do it, but unwilling to do
it gracefully. An objective and
impartial analysis of the situation
leads to the following points:

1. It is clear that the fast must
be stopped before any body of
persons can be commissioned by
the Government of India to take
up the question and report.

2. There is no object in the Gov-
ernment of India referring any
%xestion to a Commission, whic
the protesting party is not interest-
ed in pursuing. What Master Tara
Singh wants to be adjudged is:

(a) whether the principle of
linguisting States should be
denied aEplication to the Pun-
jabi-speaking area when it is
applied everywhere else;

(b) whether it is proper to
deny the application for the
reason that the Sikhs will have
a slight majority in a State con-
stituted on the basis of a Pun-
jabi-speaking area, and whether
this will not amount to commu-
nal discrimination against the
Sikhs; and

(c) whether such denial will
not lead to a weakening of the
border by reason of frustration
and mutual distrust and the
ill-will inothe population of the
area, or

(d) whether refusal to divide
off a Punjabi area and main-
taining the present conditions
will contribute to national
strength in the matter of de-
fence. ’

"(3) The two parties to the ques-
tion, viz., Master Tara Singh” and
the Government of India must
realize that if the personnel of
the Commission is left to the

« choice of either party, that party

will be morally bound to accept
the verdict when it is given, what-
ever it may be, while as against
the other party it is not legally
binding but depends on the moral
force of the advice. If the person-
nel is left to the choice of Tara
Singh, ¢he Government would be

bound to give weight to the advice
of the Commission only on the
basis of the eminence and impar-
tiality of the persons chosen, but

-it need not be legally bound to

accept the advice. The ultimate
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responsibility in that case, of ac-
cepting or rejecting the advice,
would be the Governments.

4. Once a Commission is ap-
pointed the issue would be disen-
tangled from the fast and restored
to  normal political form which
would be highly desirable.  C.R.
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THE CONGRESS MANIFESTO

Alter fifteen years of total cco-
nomic,  political  and  spiritual
power over the people of India,
unparalleled in the history of this
country, the Congress Party has
issued its apologics, and put for-
ward pmmim's ina  sixty-six
hundred  word document  asking
for a further lease of power. The
daily papers have not grudged
the space and published it at full
length.

Those who can read not only
what is printed but also between
the lines can see how greatly the
Congress Party has unwillingly
heen affected by the emergence of
the Swatantra Party. It has recon-
ciled itself to a restrained and apo-
logetic tone. The document would
have  been quite a different  one
had the Swatantra Partv not heen
born. The birth and activitics of
the Swatantra Party have heen
fully justified. o

We are told that the policy of
the Congress Partv is to “offer
equal  opportunity to every  citi-
zen”. These words are a maoc-
kery in the light of what is going
on. Everyone who knows and has
suffered by redson of the
Permit-Licence-Quota-raj  knows
how instead of equal opportunity
to every citizen, the ruling partv
has revelled in creating unequal
opportunities. The main objection
of the Swatantra Party to the Con-
gress is this—that the policies of
the Congress Party do not give
equal opportunity to ceverv citizen.
but furnish means to  favoured
individuals to get rich, and get

rich casily and quickly.

By  C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

iy claimed that the aim of
the Congress Party is to build ap
a “self-sustaining and selt-generat-
ing cconomy”. These words  too
are a mockery even like the claim
just before dealt with, Borrowing
as the Congress Government has
been doing on a monstrous scale
from all the govermments of the
world, severally as well as jointly,
and proposing to go on doing it,
there is no sense in the party talk-
ing about a self-sustaining cco-
nomy. Taking advantage of the
political ~ situation  ¢enerated hy
the cold war, the raling party has
indulged in gigantic  borrowing,
and reduced India to the position
of a hopeless debtor, as the Gov-
crnor of the Reserve Bank all but
confessed  recentlv in America.
With this staring in the face, how
can the raling party talk of a self-
sustaining  and a self-generating
cconomy? There can be no inde-
pendence  where one enters into
debts  about  which not even a
plansible  scheme  of  repavment
has been announced.  Apart from
repaviment, even maintaining  ap-
pearances by regular pavment of
interest will soon become difficult,
if not impossible. The limitations
of our resources, the demands
both for defence and maintenance
of decent civil life. and the feeble
export potentialities of the coun-
trv, especiallv in the matter of
exports  to  the highly indus-
trialised  nations  from  whom
the  borrowing is  being  done,
make it impossible  to make
both ends  meet exeept by an
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taxation and inflution,

The whole  scheme  of  this
“self-sustaining  and - self-generat-
ing cconomy” rests on the double
presumption of (1) the unabated
continnance  of  the cold war
in  order that the motives
for forcign aid may be kept
up  and  (2)  the avoidance
by the Powers of an  out-
burst of hostilities. If war breaks
out. this “self-generating and self-
sustaining” scheme which depends
on continued and  promptly deli-
vered external assistance will go
into smoke. At the same time our
dependence on the cold war pre-
vents us from offering  anything
hetter than hvpoeritical pravers to
the gods that international hatred
and suspicion, and the consequent
armaments race, may come to a
stop. When all is said and done,
it is this hatred and suspicion that
enables ns to get the assistance
we are getting, in spite of the
opposition of p()\vorful sections in
America. Germanv and elsewhere.

The Congress Partv’s manifesto
savs the vartv stands for a new
social order that “preserves the
worth and  dignity of the indi-
vidual”. Nothing can heat the
falseliood  of this claim. Apart
from  what the socialist pattern
means—which is the opposite of
the freedom or the worth or the
dignitv of the individual—the
expericnce of tens of thousands of
honest men in India under the
Congress regime is that the worth
, and dignity of the individual have

heen cruelly sacrificed at the altar
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of the authority of ministers and
officials of the State and the un-
salaried go-betweens (a new tribe
which has come into being). Never
was there such widespread cor-
ruption as now prevails and never
were industrious, honest citizens
comp:>lled to dance attendance
and bow before officials, petty as
well as big, as now they do.

There is reference in the mani-
festo to the need for preventing
the growth of monopolies and the
concentration of economic power,
a mere cliche without present re-
levance. It is a tragic fact, on the
other hand, that it is the policies
of the Congress Party that have
brought into being various forms
of these very evils. Unearned
monopolies are being created by
favouritism instecad of by the
power of capital or by success in
competition. The concentration of
all cconomic power in the State
has resulted, and will continue to
result in increasing measure, in
the massing of all power in
the hands of officials, and official
and  semi-official  organizations
functioning as agencies of the
State—ultimately taking inevitable
shape in the tyranny of certain
dndividuals, worse than the tyran-
ny of any feudalist system of the
old days. The concentration of
power in the State and its agen-
cies is bound to kill the soul of
the citizen and, with it, dry up his
energy and the sources of true
happiness.

We are told that the Congress
Larty will equalize urban incomes
through taxation. The argument is
that the Congress regime does not
indulge in oppressive taxation for
the sake of the money but only
because the government aims at
removing disparities! All taxation,
wherever it is imposed, presses
down as an increase of the burden
to be borne by the consumers at
the lowest level. It does not re-
move disparities. It increases it,
as we have already experienced.

As for inflation and soaring
prices, there is nothing in the
manifesto to instil confidence. On
the contrary, there is ample notice
of a greater measure of these evils
being in store for the people if we
return this party to power againc

SWARAJYA

September 30, 1961

scripture,

to that challenge suitably.

tired of them.

gers laughed.

NEHRU OBJECTS TO DONATIONS

All the high and ascetic talk of the Prime Minister about
funds donated to the Congress by rich companies is unimpres--
sive. It is obvious that he is disturhbed by the little help the
Swatantra  Party is getting from some few people. Having
insured big donations for his own party, he spouts abstract
cliches about his objections to taking any big money from these
rich people. Why did his party vigorously oppose the motion
pressed in Parliament by all the other parties that companies
should not be allowed to donate sharcholders” money to poli-
tical parties 7 What about the Rs. 20 lakhs given in one si.nglc
gift by one Birla company?  What about the pressing demands
his agents are making all over the country, even while hie is
declaiming after receiving his purses at Kanpur? A man’s
deeds speak louder than all the texts one may quote from holy

Let him hand back or hand over to the Exchequer all the
moneys alrcady received and forbid further collections by his
party, public and secret, from rich people, bus fleet owners
and permit-holders and others of that tribe.
Democracy would be saved from
being overwhelmed by corruption and the weight of bad
money. Brave words we are familiar with; indeed, we arc
I have no doubt Sri Nehru feels all that he
says, but he has another man within him: other than the man
that feels and speaks these noble things, and it is that man
that heads the party; and he will not, alas, get rid of him but
sees that he abets every party abuse.

The'rc was an old man who married a third time against
the advice of all the village folk, for the two wives already
married were alive. The old man learnt young men visited
his house when he was there and also when e was not there.
The man then began to preach brahmacharya—and the villa-

I shall respond

C.R.

There are unambiguous hints
about restrictions on consumption
and limitations on income. Cons-
ciously or unconsciously, the rul-
ing party is preparing the country
for full-blooded communism. It
is not merely a coincidence that
the Soviet space pilot  Gagarin
comes to India now. His visit is
ain omen,

As an important daily has re-
marked, “there will be no tendency
to take the Congress manifesto
too seriously or much less, to be
disillusioned by it”. If the Con-
gress is to be supported, not be-
cause it is approved, but because
it is thought that there is no other
party which has proved strong
enough to replace it, democracy in
India will have indeed no future.
A beginning has to be made and
the fortress has to be breached.
Otherwise, entrenched in the deep
trenches of a welfare economy, the

ruling party can and will conti-
nue in power intil we have naked
communism. To surrender to the
Congress because it has entrench-
ed itself in authorgy, and can
overwhelm all | opposition by
money  secured through  that
power, would be ‘treason to the
tuture’, to use the words of Dag
Hammarskjoeld. Tasks may ap-
pear difficult or even hopeless, but
loyalty to the future demands that
the Congress must be  oppesed.
The last scene,in one of Tenny-
son’s Idylls of the King—Gareth
and Lynette—where the monster
whom Gareth had w fight looked
terrible and unconquerable, but
who, when exposed and the maya
was broken, proved to be anything
but terrible and was vanquished,
must inspire us with courage.
Satyam must win provided those
who carry the bauner temain
brave.
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“ AND ALL THAT?”
By POTHAN JOSEPH

In George Orwell’s 1981 and
All That, the author slides into
abbreviated speech by saying that
something is “a very good thing”
and that something clse is “a very
bugl thing” whereas the third cate-
gory of things in his mind siz-
zles, in description, with slothful
phrases like “off and on”, “so on
and so forth”, “et cctera, ct cetera”,
“by and large”, “broadly speaking”
and the like. The Prime Minister,
when  expatiating  on  matters
where he ought to be specific for
the sake of accuracy, has become
accustomed to the repetition of
words especially in stressing the
obvious. Who in the world would
contradict him when he says that
war is a very bad thing and that
disarmament, by and large, would
be a very good thing? As for other
things good and bad, the air of
subtle analysis puts us in a lucid
fog with no essential advance
made in truncated propositions
qualificd, broadly speaking, into
keynotes on which also all who
are listening agrec in the radio-
world from pole to pole.

In his visit to Belgrade and
after, as also in his emphasis on
the dangers of war and the risks
of unilateral resumption of nuclear
blasts, he was mild on Russia, and
indirectly hard on other members
of the nuclear club charged with
colonial provocations. For a’ that,
and for o that, a man is a man
for &’ that—all that was conceded
long ago by Robert Burns. The
generalizations at Belgrade had
the elements of discord although
the Prime Minister maintains that
the conference had “good results”
and that the world situation was
less tense when he hopped off to
Moscow under the reverberations
of Russian N-blasts which had
been detondted just when the 23
aations assembled began platitu-
dinising on peace, many a carpet-
bagger, however, injecting indivi-
dual grievances as the ones claim-
ing priority and quickening the
practice of principles embodied
in the United Nations Charter
which is clastic enough to include

all complaints. Although no ques-
tions were apparently asked dur-
ing the Prime Minister's press
conference about Mr. Nehru's
contemplated  visit to Hungary
against which the Indian people
may be taken to have protested
throngh the voice of Acharya
Kripalani and  Jaya  Prakash
Narain, it had to be diverted
owing to the coincidence that Dr.
Ferenc Munnich, the Hungarian
Prime Minister, had been ousted
overnight by Janos Kadar, Secre-
tary of the Communist Party, who
had as the partner of Munnich
turned out the late Imre Nagy
with the aid of Soviet tanks that
had blasted their way through
Budapest to put Moscow’s screws
on the Austrian regime, India
“ncutralising”. When Dr. Munnich
was at New Dethi (August 25) he
was feted in glee and he announc-
ed that the last hour of colonial-
ism had arrived, that the Hunga-
rian Government stood for com-
plete  disarmament, peace and
Panch Sheel principles. Referenc:
to Panch Sheel is in these days
slightly irksome, since  China,
whenever there is a chance, harps
on Panch Sheel which comes like
a hot needle on an exposed nerve.
While Pandit Nehru snubbed the
press on the story cabled to India
from Belgrade about a rumpus
between Nkrumah and himself in
carrying a message to Khrushchov
hinting at the perils of thermo-
nuclear rehearsals, it is quite clear
that by travelling in two separate
planes the Soviet receptionists
took care that the Afro-Asian
spokesmen were not on the same
red carpet at the airport at the
same time. Mr. Nehru whittles
down the incident as a triviality
although the Accra firebrand had
testily excused himself saying that
he and his family had been on a
holiday to the Black Sea coast.
Here the diplomatic interpretation

. of what happened should not bLe

incident iu the African statesman’s
visit (August 18) cannot be readily

ﬂlaid against newspapers, since the

3

forgotten, mor its
quite ignored.

IIONG KONG, Aug. 18 (Reuter).

President Nkrumah of Ghana and
Mr. "Chou En-lai, Chinese Premier,
today signed a treaty of friendship
between  their  two  countries, the
New China News Agency reported
from DPcking.

implications

Dr. Nkreumah, together with Mr.
Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the Peo-
pl’s  Republie, also signed a joint
communique covering econonie, tech-
nical, trade and cultural agrcements,
the agency said.

The text of the commuunique was
not released.

Of course, both India and Ghana,
officially within the bracket of
non-aligned  countries, are alert
to the dangers of world war, but
still the remark that there was no
jomt-communiquc in Peking after
the fraternization of August 18,
leaves the burden of further elu-
cidation not on the Indian news-
papers sloshed on the head, but
on the Prime Minister himself who
should be more precise in his
words, living down loose language
appropriate to 1981.
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CURRENT EVENTS : -

The Prime Minister, as a world-
statesman,  would  live  done
better if he in place of verbal
intemperance had  used  milder
words in describing the  attitude
of the United Kingdom in the
Congo civit strife as “perfectly
amazing and scandalous in  the
extreme”, He  infers  that  the
United Kingdom has been covertly
supporting  Tshombe without al-
lowing  for the possibility  that
Britain at the moment is more
anxious to end  butchering  the
country than to instal Tshombe in
Katanga, thus committing  parti-
tion, regardless of the duty of pre-
serving the integrity of the Congo,
where  India has” been camping
with her 5,000 jawans for more
than a year. That India has from
the beginning been sticking out
her head too far, had been the
contention of several Indian lea-
ders outside the unwritten pledge
of obedience towards the party-in-
power.  Mr. Nchru subsequently
explained that the venture abroad
was in order, according to the Law
Minister; but the point now is not
the legality of our police under-
taking to break the back of tribal
separationism from the Congo,
but to see that a suspension
of hostilities and bloodshed is
achieved. Nor is it necessary to
impute mala fides on the part of
Powers unprepared for the pre-
sent savage outbreak. That our
troops stood out well in defend-
ing the Post Office and the Radio
Station assigned  to  Brigadier
Raja’s care, is a matter on which
no onc could be verv censorious,
and Mr. Nehro’s suggestion of an
enquiry into the episode (a High
Court Judge could be spared)
would involve us in further con-
troversv. That Tshombe is a
puppet of the mercenaries, and
that forcign intruders on altruistic
mission, under the Secretary-Gene-
ral, are going to win the day by
pitched battles could scarcely
have heen anticipated.  Anyway
the real crisis has been precipi-
tated. though it could have been
foreseen from the moment Dayal
was not wanted in the Congo.

The Congress clection manifesto
(22 points) has been drafted by
the Prime Minister himself who
occasionally pats himscelf on the
back by reminding critics that he
15 not even a member of the
\Vm‘king Committee and that in
the issue of tickets or the fornu-
lation of policv. he has no stand-
ing  bevond  the role of being
consulted as an invitee, He advised
i inquirer from Bombay that the
Primme NMinister had no part or lot
in the nomination of a candidate
from the  Norvth Bombay  cousti-
tuency. There is a lot of sophis-
tey in the collection of fuuds, the
choice of nominees and the manv
legal provisos for capluring the
polls. While the whirlwind cam-
paign of thirty davs is planned it
would not be a bad idea if he
takes a hop to the Congo and
gives a message of cheer to our
bovs in the Kaminia saliont, Dur-
ing wars, statesmen at home who
determine the future of the fight-
ing forces, ¢o to the front to re-
habilitate  morale  without  of
course neglecting propngamdu at
home to stimulate confidence.
Winston Churchill was a supreme
example of going right to the
fichting areas; so was Stalin, as
Churchill found at modern Stalin-
grad resistance so formidable that
he could scarcely helicve the pos-
sibility of action on such a huge
and heroic scale. Arm-chair-
denunciation of the enemy must
be deemed to have its limitations.

At home, Home Minister Tal
Bahadur Shastri has tightened the
law by amendments to the Indian
Penal Code, although under Sec-
tion 143-A of the I.P.C. there are
ample powers to curb anti-social
elements responsible for “promot-
ing or attempting to promote ill-
feelings between different commu-
nities of the people of India”;
Punishment for that kind of crime
is two years hard, but the penalty
has been raised to three years as
if the difference would overawe
those elements. The Home Minis-
ter has developed the provision by
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saving  that “the  promotion  of

hatred between different religious, |
racial or Linguage gronps or castes

or communitics on gr()lmds of te-

ligion, race. language, caste, com-

muity or any other ground what-

socter”, wonld entail three years or

fine or both. Indircetly it white-

washes certain recent fl:lpl)CIlingS,

but if more repressive law is

necessary, the Trome Minister has

given  the assitance that, other.
coereive processes are “not ruled

out .

° °

The good old dictum of the an-
cients that the borrower must even-
tually realize his indebtedness to
the Tender is heing gradually recog-
nized by force of ('ircmnsl;}ncvi,
the formula, “without  strings,
having been hackneyed to tatters
by all countries canvassing atd.
When Mr. B. K. Nehru was at
the door when the Aid-India Club
agreed to allot a colossal dollar-
grant, he  was congratulated as
Commissioner-General - of - Indian
tconomic Affairs, on his persuas-
ive skill in coaxing out the largest
accommodation on record; it look-
ed as if the Five-Year Plan for
three terms had been underwrit-
ten for a safe spree. India cannot
be free from anxicty whilst politi-
cal alignments embarrass Western
nations who are not content with
precarious neutralism on the part
of bowl-hearers. In the cxport-
import trends that maintain a cre-
dit-balance. President Kennedy's
advisers do not seem content with
treating the supplv of interna-
tional advice as “invisible reports™.
Thanks to the slow merger bet-
ween positive neutralism and ne-
gative  neatralism, the Western
natious and the Warsaw Powers
are in typical, confrontation gver
Berlin,

L]

In connection with economic
rethinking at the White House, we
have the following message from
the Washington correspondent of
the Times of India News Bureau
which requires to be read and re-
read with care as our Planners
count chickens hefore they are
hatched : )

The neutrals are now heing listed

as “pasitive” and “negative.” Positive
.
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neuatralists are those who lean .lo
Western views, Negative neutralists

¢ are supposed to find satisfaction in

" Moscow's cxplanation of events. So,
at any rate, the US. Administration
“thinks. It will judge each country’s
" hehaviour ‘on this basis.
The danger is that countries which
acoé*pt U.S. aid would be dubbed as
C'US. “stooges” . by Moscow. Tts poli-
tical consequences can he imagined.
Tho present expactation s that I_ndia
will he the biggest beneficiary of aid,
provided it opens its political mouth
discreetly.
Mr. Khrushchov, the merry old
soul, remarked recently that for all
aid-quotas  to under-developed
countries the Soviet would contri-

“bute half the capital, provided

fre(‘-vntvrprisc countries  contri-
bute the other half. We may now
hear that Moscow would abstain
from laughing at the borrowing
clients from the West as “stooges™,
but indirectly he is free to dilate
on. the condition of parasites and
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lackeys-of -Timperialism. Here again
the wisdom of keeping a discreet

tongne (that unruly member  as
the Apostle named it) and reabizing

that, eventually, it is unsafe to .

become indebted beyond capacity.
Ancient wisdom gives the precau-
tion, whether the borrower is an
indtvidual or constitutes a country.

o & o

All nations of the world excepi-
ing members of the Commintern
officially monred  the death of
Mr.  Dag Hammarskjoeld, Moise
Tshombe being eloquent with the
testimony that the I\utangans:
looked forward to the arrival of
the  Sceretary-General,  confident
that a truce rather than a total war
in the name of Congolese integrity,
would result. A provisional cease-
firc in Katanga has been in effect
from “one wminute after midnight
on Wednesday”™ when the proces-
ses of exchanging prisoners, on, &

-

]

complete standstill of movements

Jin the field. would commence. A

four-man commission having futl
powers of implementing  the
clauses of the agreement would
attend to the rest of the matter,
though the Congress Working
Committee had promptly passed
an unqualified resolution in tavour
of pursning the late Secretary-
General’s presumed strategy: of a
full-blast  campaign ensuring’ the
solidarity of the Congo factions.
There is bound to be prolonged
negotiations in the absence of sue-
render from either side, the at-
tention of the world being now
turned to the security and the in-
tegrity  of the United  Nations
whose future is tied to the para-
motnt clanse that the Sécretary-
General  should be  unanimously
chosen. the Troika principle being
@ belated  innovation ot the
U.S.S.R. in the business-disposals
of the Excantive. pJ.
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THE POPE AND THE PANDIT
By M. RUTIHINASWAMY

When a  sccularist like Mr.
Nehru resorts to the Pope for
snpporting his policy of socializa-
tion and nationalization as he did
in Parliament in the last session
on the resolution on the Third
Five Year Plan, he must be consi-
dered to be in a desperate case.
Life-long aguostics have been
known in France to send for the
priest in extremis mortis. Was Mr.,
Nehru in extremis disputationis
when he quoted Pope John
XXIIl's recent Euncyclical “Mater
et Magistra” on recent develop-
ments of the social question in the
light of the Christian teaching in
support of his plans of nationali-
zation of industry? But he could
not have read the whole of the
Encyclical with care. For there is
precious little support in the papal
Encyclical for his policy of nation-
alization as stated in the in-
dustrial policy resolution of the
Government of India of 30th April
1956. For this large order of na-
tionalization therc is no support
in Pope John’s Encyclical.

Objection to undue interference
by the State in the cconomy of a
country is as old in Papal social
teaching as Pope Leo XIII's Ency-
clical issued in 1891. Forty years
later Pope Pius XI in his Encycli-
cal “Quadrogesimo anno” defin-
ed the limits of State acti-
vity in industry. Just as it is
wrong, this Encyclical stated, to
withdraw from the individual and
commit to the community at large
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One stockist recognised for a town

what private enterprise and indus-
try can uccomplish, so too it is an
injustice, a grave cvil, and a dis-

turbance of right order for a lar-.

ger and higher organization (the
State) to arrogate to itself func-
tions which can be performed by
smaller and lower bodies (like pri-
vate companics and corporations}.
While the Papal social teaching
would allow railways, post ofli-
ces, irrigation and hydro-clectric
works to be run by the State it
would draw the line at steel fae-
toriecs and fertilizers which had
alrcady been provided by private
enterprise and would increase pro-
duction in these and other indus-
tries if suitable facilitics were pro-
vided by the State.

Misled probably by the title
“Socialization” of onc of the chicf
paragraphs of the Encyclical, Mr.
Nehru has run to the conclusion
that it supports his policy of na-
tionalization.  But headings and
head notes, though labour-saving,
are fatal to the statesman in a
hurry. For by “socialization” Pope
John means “the progressive multi-
plication of relations in socicty
with different forms of life and
activity and juridical institutiona-
lization.” Beside the State institu-
tions of social welfare in the field
of education and health this “so-
cialization” movement, Pope John
recalls, “has given life especially
in these last decades to a2 wide
range of groups, movements, as-
sociations and institutions with
economic, cultural, social, sport-
ing, recreational, professional and
political ends.” "To keep this
movement of socialization within
limits so as not to reduce men to
automatons, socialization can and
ought to be realized in such a wav
as to derive from it the advanta-
ges contained therein and to re-
move or restrain the negative
aspects. To this end Pope John
insists “that a sane view of the
common good be present and ope-
rative in men invested with pub-
lic authority, that the intermedi-
ary bodies and the numerous
social enterprises in which alone
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all socialization tends to find its
vxpr('.s:sion and its activity cnjoy
an ellective autonomy in regard
to public authoritics and pursue
their own specific interests in loyal
collaboration among themselves,
subordinately however to the de-
mands of the common good.”

Far from favouring big Stale
husinesses as contemplated by the
Indian Industrial Policy Resolu-
tion, Pope John repeats the direc-
tive of his immediate predecessor
Pope Pius XII that “small  and
average-sized undertakings in agri-
culture, in the arts and  crafts,
in commerce and industry, shouold
he safeguarded and fostered by
aranting them the benefits of the
larger bodies given by means of
co-operative services, while in the
larger concerns  there should be
the possibility of moderating the
contract of work by one of part-
nership”. The  right of private
ownership of  goods, productive
goods inclusively, is confirmed in
this Encyclical “for history and ex-
perience testity that in those poli-
tical regimes (like the commu-
nist) which do not recognize the
rights of private ownership of
goods, productive included, the
fundamental  manifestations  of
freedom are suppressed or stifled.”
In defending  the  principle  of
private  property  Pope  John
repeats  the  argument  of  his
distinguished  predecessor  Pius
XII “that the Church in do-
ing so is striving after an im-
portant cthico-social ead, she does
not intend merely to uphold the
present condition of things as if
it were an expression of the Divine
Will or to protect in principle the
rich and plutocrats against the
poor and indigent, but rather be-
cause this natural right is the gua-
rantee of the essential freedom of
the individual and at the same
time an indispensable clement in
the social order.”

There is naught hete for Mr.
Nehru's comfort. But he could .
have spared himself “this folly of
comfort” if he had made a more
thorough study of this important
document issued by a  world
authoritK and which he was using
in such a public forum as the
Parliament of India.
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A VAPID DOCUMENT
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The Congress election manifesto, of
over 6,000 words, is so loosely strung
that it scems as if the Congress has
lost faith in the power of ideas to win
its election, For the most part it is
indcgisive, as if failure has taught the
Congress to be less assertive of its
means and ends. Its promises are
mostly fn statistical terms—which mean
little by themselves and very much less
to the common man. Other parties must
feel relicved that they will have to fight
the Congress less on ideological grounds,
though this may imply that the Con-
gress  has in reserve more  practicd
means to win the elections.

Iet us examine a few points in the
manifesto individually, The first is that
the fundamental problem of the Con-
gress is not only of increasing the liv-
ing standards but also of progressively
bringing  about social and  economic
equality. This antithesis was stated in
the First Five Year Plan and if it is
still unresolved, it is because the wealth
of the country cannot increase when it
is under constant threat of being con-
fiscated in favour of those who do not
contribute to it. If the Congress had
allowed the intclligent self-interest of
the people to nurture their enterprises,
there would have been more invest-
ment and employment to reduce the
general poverty.

The sccond concept is that ceilings
on high wban incomes will have to be
imposed as a counterpart of the ceil-
ings on land. Though it is well known
that ceilings on land have been antici-
pated and have proved illusory, the
Congress is only deceiving itself that
ceilings will be mgre successful on less
definite money incomes.  An effective
ceiling already operates on the higher
ranges of income through income and
other direct taxes  which add wp to
even 110 per cent. It is open to the
Government to apply progression in
taxes even to lower ranges of income,
but the result will be t8 impose, in fact,
ceilings  on investment and enterprise
to the loss of the productive effort of
the country,

The third cencept is that the public
and private sectors must co-exist. The
real question is if this will be on equal
teyms, because the monopoly and prio-
rity in services and finance allowed to
the public sector makes it not only in-
efficient and wasteful at the cost of the
tax-payer but also inflationary of gene-
ral prices at the cost of the whole con-
suming body. It is added that the pub-
lic sector \\‘ill take on small and medium

sized units, but as this will be in com-
petition with the private scctor, either
these units will fail or all prices will
be raised to save them. Aid from Gov-
ernment cannot save such units all the
time.

The fourth concept is that all-round
balanced growth is not immediately pos-
sible and that the only thing the rural
population can expect is that no village
will be without drinking water, a school
and an approach road. Any comment on
this will appear ironical of the achieve-
ment of the Congress after these four-
teen years of its rule.

The fifth concept is to stabilize prices
and to protect agricultural prices from
falling too low. This has been said so
often that no one can be thrilled, par-
ticularly as prices of industrial produc-
tion continuc to rise, which in a scnse
reduce agricultural prices which are not
rising.

A subject touched upon is that relating
to disarmament and world peace, which
can be of little interest to the Indian
electorate. The Congress, however, has
not considered what the country could
do it other countries advised us to set
an example of disarmament in the face
of China and Pukistan pressing on our
borders.

As regards  national integration, it
is mo morc than an attempt to find
excuse for the disruption caused by the
linguistic and other vote-catching fol-
lies of the Congress. If the Congress
really wants integration, is it prepared
to give up Hindi imperialism which is
threatening the employment and  eco-
nomic prospects of people in non-Hindi
speaking States, and enforce the Shastri
formula in all States so that English
remains the official language and also
the medium of instruction for minori-
ties? And will it make economic condi-
tion and not caste the basis for conces-
sions in ceducation and  government
cmployment?

There is little newly stated to hearten
labour, except that it will be trained
more and associated progressively with
management. Even participation in the
capital of the companies employing
them has not been suggested. In the
meanwhile,  conditions of labour are
deteriorating, the index of real earn-
ings having fallen from 135 in 1956
to 125 in 1958, while the average debt,
{according to a recent survey of Bihar)
is equal to five months’ wages at inter-
est rates which rise to 150 per cent.

The prospect of raising the national
income from 8 per cent to 11 per cent

=1
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is not meaningful to people who are
daily facing increase in prices and fall
in employment. In fact, the absence of
any promise of reducing unemploy-
ment will be taken as a failure to over-
come this problem, Expansion of social
services and greater attention to ccono-
mically and educationally backward
people cannot impress those concerned
who know how little has been done so
far.  Similarly, service co-operatives
have now come to be recognized as dis-
tribution of public loans to the higher
classes of agriculturists with political
influence.

The whole manifesto is so weak and
vapid  that the Congress may have
scored better in its absence. It discloses
a conflict between politics and econo-
wics. The Congress has tried to make the
latter serve the former. The result is
that cconomics have failed and polities
may also do so.
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INDIAN EMBASSY IN CHINA
By POTHAN JOSEPH

A(’Cllst()l"(’d to \l“llnilﬂ()us i\p‘
. plause at home where New Delhi
columnists and the newspapers
generally  have  described  the
Prime . Minister’s  Belgrade-cum-
Moscow visit as a trinmph, is not
India getting extremely sensitive
of foreign criticism from quarters
not likely to culogise the excursion
as a success? Read on.

PEKING, Sept. 15. (Reuter)—India
has protested to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry about the recent  Chinese
press comments over statements by
Prime . Minister Nehru,  particularty
during the non-aligned conference in
Belgrade, usually  reliable  sources
said here today.

The sources said that  Dr, P. K.
Banerjee, who is  acting  Indian
‘Ambassador here, delivered a strong
protest alleging false and malicions
propaganda carried on by the Chinese
Government in official — newspapers
against India and Mr. Nehr.

Protests against forcign Powers
must have clearance in the Exter-
nal  Affairs  Ministry so that in

effect it reflects Mr. Nehro's reac-,

tion, whercas the ignoring of the
matter might have given it no
advertisement. We should not be
surprised if the protest is “reject-
ed” outright. And after all there
are  sufficient pin-pricks by the
Peking  regime against  India in
response to polite demands that
China shoidd vacate  aggression
and that the findings of the Indian
ollicial team should be respected
without any  countervailing hints
that the Chinese version, still un-
published,  should he  discarded.
In o well-briefed article by the
Special Correspondent of The
Hindustan  Times  the  devices
launched to paralyse Indian mis-
sions in China and Tibet seem
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to be far more monstrons than
the events leading to the rupture

between  Afghanistan and  Pakis- *

tan. Among the extraordinary res-
trictions imposed on Indian per-
sonmel in the Peking embassy and
the varions Indian trade missions
in - Shanghai. Lhasa, and other
places in Tibet to ook after rou-
tine-interests, here are a few jns-
tances cited of our ordeal in the
last two vears:

.

(i) 'The Indian stafl is most hurt by
attempts “through tramed up cases to
blackmail  them™ like the accusation
against Ambassador  Parthasarathy's
assistant charging the private  secre-
twy with “molestation”™ of a Chinese
wititress i a trin, There was also an
alewation that an Indian courier had
oceupied two berths in a train while
he held only one ticket,

iy The attempt to blackmail the
private seeretary was in the presenee.
af diplomats ot several other coun-
tries  travelling by the same  train,
“The charge was so erdely made that
it tailed to carry  conviction.” The
embassy stall e afraid to go out of
their premises.

'

(iii) For isolating the Indian: cm-

hassy and  trade  out-posts,  Chinese "

police  guards are put round their
premises, every visitor heing subject-
vd to prolonged interrogation, :

(iv) Indian missions are not allowed

to invite local Chinese or Tibetans

cven to an Indian film show; invita-
tions have to be routed through the
Chinese Foreign Oflice who  screen
the list of guests, scoring out sus-
purets.,

(v} The Idian  Embassy which
puts ont bulleting on India’s foreign
policy are not given free circulation
and the inmates we not allowed {0
move from their sesidence beyond 39
“kilometres; and what is most objec-

tionable is the Chinese practice of , |

“opening diplomatje bags, - -

When such vexationls_are: cém-

_monplace and when protests are
forwardetl  with “machine-gun re- :

gularity like the American Minute-

Manin target-practicé; it is hardly

worthwhile deploring China’s as-

~persions “on out_foreign assign:

merits.-No less sensitive are autho-
rities- when it comes ‘to. criticisms
at home because, after .all, " con-
trary moods, are difficult to main-

. tain at the same time in saving
face. , : o

[ ‘
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AND VALUES

E ' By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: September has proved

- to e a fatal month with two major casu-

alities to its discredit. The world was
left* poorer by the death of two mien
of true cminence; Lord  Pethick-

- LyWrcuce, the vetoran  British states-

min, died at ripe old age while Mr.
Dag -Hammarskjold, the U.N. Sccretary-
General, niet with his end in extremely
tragic ocircnmstances.  The former was

o.a tried friend of India and the latter
“of the later-day causes that India had
- come to hold dear. Imtcllectually  dis-
‘tinguished, each in his own way and

in his own  covirowment, achieved a
wider renown by his high character and
sense ol dedication to noble canses.

To Lord Pethick-Tawrence India was
bound by ties of gratitude for his deci-
sive role as Seerctay of State in the
negotintions  with the Indian leaders
which ultimately led ta “the hivth of
the two Members of the British Com-
monwealth™ (as it was then known)—
India and Pakistan, It was before the
First Greit War that he had became
a national fignre v Britain by uphold-
ing the cause of women and editing
their paper, Vofes for Women.

The suffragette movement found him
in jail (ulong with his wife) where he
had the torrible experience of hunger-
strike and foreible feeding, It was not

till 1923 that, after several unsuccesstul
attempts, he entered Parliament. There

.was compensation in the fact that, as

the candidate for West . Leicester, he
had the distinction of not only retaining

the seat  for Labour but defcating,

among  his rivals, the great Churchill
who fought the clection on the Liberal
ticket. Six yewrs later, in Mr. Ramsay
Mae Donald’s first Government, he was
Mr. Philip Snowden’s Financial Secre-
tary. It was in 1945 that Mr. (now
Earl) Attlee asked him to go to -the
Howse of Lords as Secretary of State for
Tudin tand Bounna), The choice fell on
him hecanse of his familiarity with the
Indian scene and well-known sympathy
tor Indian aspirations. i

It is within this writer’s knowledge
that Tord Pethick-Lawrenee deemed it
a privilege to be able to count among
his friends some Indian - leaders,  Dr,
Tej Bahadur Sapru among a few others,
distingnished  above their fellowmen
for “the breadth of their humanity, the

“integrity  of  their character  and  the

maguanimity of their outlook™. Tt is an
interesting  thought that  India’s last
Sccrctary of State (Lord  Pethick-Liaw-
renee) and the last  Governor-General
(Mr. €. Rajagopalachar) could  claim
something in common—high  idealism,
evangelical — outlook and  crusading

i . . . P
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zeal, all ennobled by a marked Gan-
dhian instinct in probing life,

" The death of Mr. Dag Hjalmar Agne
Cari - Hammarskjold (to give his tull
name) inan air-crush while on a peace-
araud, evoked the widest as well as the
deepest regret. It meant the end of a
carcer which promised yet greater dis-
tinction and the disappearance from
the international scene of a man who
had alrcady won the recognition as ‘a
neatralist in a special Swedish way’, un
ardent advocate of wellare State, an
ideal diplomat-and the very model of a
modern international civil servant who

had borne on his shoulders the heaviest |

responsibilities, amidst untold  ditlicul-
tics, with a sense of mission.. Son'of a
Prime . Minister  and  devotee, of the

. scholav-missionary,  Albert  Schweitzer,
Iammarskjold - was  an unusual - man .

with varied interest in life. By his death

the U.N. is robbed of a certain vadiance -

and humanity left in his_debst,

While the Indian Press was  very
warm in its praise of Mr. Hammarsk-
jold's services and personal qualities, it
made pointed references to the man-
ner of his disappearance and  was
fiereely critical of quarters suspected to
be unfriendly to him within the context
of the Katanga chaos. Rightly or
wrongly, there was an all too readiness

in some circles” to assume  that, some-

where and somehow, the British were

behind  this  tragedy, Not  even  the |

tonching tribute of the British Prime

Minister, Mr, Harold Macemillan, tht

.
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“we all mourn the loss of a world ser-
vant who has pursued his duty with
courage, single-mindedness and devo-
tion”, helped to assuage the ruffled feel-
ings of the Indian public. For the im.
pression in the country that Britain has
not been playing the game in regard to
Katanga because of vested interests, our
Prime Minister himself was partly res-
ponsible at the last Press Conference.

SWARAJYA

More recently, the B.B.C. offended
Indian sentiment by attacking our sol-
diers in Katanga so much so that Mr.
Krishna Menon characterised the action
of the BB.C. as “disgraceful”.  One
thing added to another, it is a stark
if ugly fact today, in this country which
went nearly mad over the Queen’s visit
in January last, anti-U.K. fecling is run-
ning very high, Tt is worse that it is
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answered by egqually strong anti-Indian
feeling in England.
the UK. and India, things have never
been so had as now they are, since thre
storm over the Suez in the days of M
Anthony Fden at 10 Downing Street.
One can only hope that this is a pass-
ing phase. It would be tragic if between
the two countries, mutual  criticism
were to continie unabated.
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1t is. a matter for gratification
that the Election Commissioner
has at last given the Swatantra
Party recognition and its reserved
symbol the five-pointed star as
desired by us.

In, Bihar, for this year, the Swa-
tantra Party’s symbol at the polls
will be, the bicycle as desired by
the Bihar branch of the party.

It is also a matter for gratifica-
tion that affairs in Bihar have been
satisfactorily  settled  and  the
Janata  Party has been formally
and finally wound up, its merger
in the Swatantra Party being com-
pleted and notified, although (as
stated carlier) the bicyele will be
the Swatantra Party’s symbol for
the 1962 clections in Bihar,

The impossible test of securing
three per cent votes at the pre-
vious clection, which was sought
to be put against the Swatantra
Party, has been withdrawn and
the party status recognized. The
Election Commissioner  has done
justice and the Swatantra  Party
is grateful to him. As a corollary
of the recognition of the Swatan-
tra Party, it will be entitled to the
usual free copies of the electoral
rolls in the six States wherein a
reserved symbol is allotted to it,
viz., Andhra, Bihar, Madras, U.P,,
Gujuarat and Himachal. These free
copics should in fairness be sup-
plied in the other States also inas-
much as the Swatantra Party has
been recognizedsand its preferen-
tial claim for the five-pointed
star  symbol expressly provided
for even in the other States.

»*

It is gratifying to read the very
sensible and just statement made
by Sri C. Subramaniim in respect
ot breach of privilege motions
brought up by members of the
legislatures. It is hoped that this
minister’s stdtement is accepted

.as good and valid advice by Par-
liament and all local legislatures.

The statement of the Leader of
the Madras Legislative Assembly
is, however, restricted to the rights
of fair criticism that belong to the
press. The principle enunciated by
him really applies to all criticism

of men engaged in public affairs.
If a newspaper is to be privileged
to make its criticism and circulate
it among a hundred thousand rea-
ders, surely an individual citizen
should also be exempt from being
hauled up before a tribunal com-
bining the offices of judge, witness
and prosecutor in itself, when the
offending criticism is limited in
circulation. The real principle is
that the archaic procedure of
courts of record and of legislatures
to protect their dignity must be
restricted  severely to rare cases
and not used as an easy means of
punishment for everything that
hurts the sense of self-importance
of individuals in a favoured posi-
tion, or for avoiding the usual
means of vindication of justice in
the ordinary courts where the per-
son accused has full opportunities
for obtaining impartial judgment
and for appealing against an erro-
neous verdict.

The limit is reached indeed
when, as in a recently reported
Bihar case, a member seeks to
make out a case of breach of
privilege for a  communica-
tion of a member of a political
party to the chief of his Farty
organization made by way of ex-
planation for his own - conduct.
The internal correspondence of a
party cannot surely be made the
ground for the cheap and easy
procedure of privilege motions
instead of a challenge in the ordi-
nary courts for a libel, if there
be one.

X

Sri Nehru has ‘clarified” or
‘explained” the remarks which
he made amidst laughter about
Tara Singh’s capacity to fast
indefinitely. The scoffiing may
remove the least little chance
there is for Tara Singh to be in-
duced by his co-workers to give
up his plan to die. The Akali Dal
must ponder courageously in the
presence of their Granth Sahih,
whether it is worth while to allow
Tara Singh to die in fear of scoff-
ers and for the sake of a cause
which, in the realist sense, comes

'
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to the claim of a glorified local
body to be re-demarcated. The
entire boundary policy, based on
language and its evil consequen-
ces, must be reconsidered some
day and India set on its legs once
again, and proper administrative
decentralization organized. Tara
Singh did not undertake a fast at
the bidding of others or as a res-
ponse to any challenge. It was his
own decision, and he and his con-
science must be the sole tribunal
to decide what he should do at
present having regard to all the
circumstances. Scoffing has been
borne by all the great men of the
world—death will not put an end
to it. The Sikh leaders must
prayerfully decide, without fear
of man or his cavil.

(I am writing this on the 22nd
September and it may be too late
by the time it is read.)

*

The national integration stunt
has been, as expected, woven into
and made part of the Congress
election manifesto. The conference
summoned to be held now can
really achieve nothing by way of
integration. It will serve as a
smoke-screen to cover the cause of
all the new disintegration, viz.,
Congress policies; it may serve to
cover the plans of the Congress
bosses for exploiting caste rivalries
in order to obtain votes, all the
time swearing to each caste that
they are out to abolish all other
castes.

*

Sri Kamaraj says that the Kisan
satyagrahe is only an election
show of the Communist Party. He
says this, while the Congress is
taking up, from hour to hour,
almost all the space in the dailics
for its own election show. The
pages devoted in the weekly
magazine sections of the newspa-
pers are all Congress election
stunts. The newspaper business
has become an ‘industry’ and, like
all industries, depends so much on
government permits and indulg-
ences. And what are the Prime
Minister’s tours to lay this foun-
dation stone and that, to inaugu-
rate this and inaugurate that, but
a Congress election show?

\
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I am second to none in condernui-
.ing the Blitz for its offensive
ways. But I wish that wrong-
doers were put on their de-
fence through ordinary laws which
provide the traditional facilitics
for defence and appeal,  rather
than through the Contempt pro-
cedure of courts and of Parlia-
ment and Jocal legislatures. The
application  of . these Contempt
Laws subjects the defendant to a
tribunal in which the roles ol
jutlg(*,' pmsv(-ut()r and witness are

“all combined and furthey deprives
“him of the right to appeal. We
- should -give the devil his due, as
they .say—fair trial. The archaic
Contempt  procedure takes the
‘colour, of persecution, |

. * .

The “rebuke” which the London
Lord Mayor administered ta Mr.
Nehra is truly a comic affair—
not. ~worth any notice beyond
a contemptuons  smile.  Britain
along with other Powers must
it seems go ou poisoning the §ir
and the food and water of all na-
tions, but Mr. Nchru should not
criticize Britain or extol Bertrand
Russell, for the matter is (accord-
ing to .the London Mayor) an
‘internal” affair. - '

. Bt L

Equally. comic would be the out-
burst of a paper said to be the
Ghana raling party’s argan which
cried out that Britain arranged to

kill' Dag Hammarskjoeld, had it -

‘not been far too serious for laugh--
ter.” It does not matter if a
. Lord- Mayor of London  goes stu-
pid ofa sudden.” But it 1s a very
serious matter if the ruling party’s
organ ‘in  Ghana indulges m1
“such” an unseenly and stupid at-
tack.against Britain. After a styong

protest. from Britain. the' Ghana -
Government has declared that it

“completely dissociates itself” fram
the atlegations made- in the edito-

rial. This “dissociation” is geod as -
far ds it goes. But it'is not com-- .
mensurate with and does not undo -

the mischicf. Immaturity cannct
altogether éxplain .the outrageous

mentality _behind  the. - charge

which the paper made.

v . T
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CONGRESS AND SOCIALISM
By S.S. BANKESHWAR

IA political party is a homoge-
neous body of like-minded persons
wedded to certain definite prin-

viples and dedicated to an ideo-

logy. Judged by this test the
Congress can hardly be called a
political party. It is more or less a

confederacy of all sorts of persons

brought together by ignoble com-
promise to swell its ranks, with
an cye on the ballot-box. Honest
democrats and totalitarian com-
munists,  genuine  socialists  and
reactionary capitalists and feudal
landlords have all found a place
in the Congress

FFew, if any, among congressmen
scem to realise that their accept-
ance of socialism in toto at Avadi
meant by implication  surrender-
ing to the State every bit of their
private property and every chip of
their bank balance. 1t Pandit
Nehru proposes a simple amend-
ment to the  Congress Constitu-
tion to the effect that all con-
gressmen subscribing to the socia-
list creed should surrender to the
State all their private property,
then he would find a mass exodus
from the party in panic. If such
an amendment was carried, very

few staunch socialists will be lett”

in the party, if indeed Mr. Nehru
will not be the only one to remain
in splendid isolation] "At Avadi,
Mr. Nehru obtained the support

“of all the docile and gullible who
-"had no strong convictions of their

owh, and by silencing the poten-
tial rebels who were attracted by
the prospects of loaves and fishes

-of office for them. From a short-'

term point of view, perhaps, many

“thought that they had everything .

to-gain by supporting Mr. Nehru
and .. dancing to his tune, and

everything - to lose. by oppesing- -

him and incurring his wrath.. $o

they ‘unanimously’ voted for Mr.

Nehru's socialism at Avadi,

- Pandit Nehru's condemnation of
‘revivalism’, ‘communalism™ . and
‘reactionariSm’ cannot be recon-

ciled  with his .party’s strange con- -
duct in joining hands with reae-..
tionary and anti-national commu-
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Razakars in  Hyderabad, Muslim
Leagners and Roman Catholics in
Kerala, and the Dravida Kazhaga-
mites in Tamil Nad. He calls hjm-
self a4 great  democrat but  finds
himself in exeellent company with
dictators!  Look at his friends—
Marshal  Tito, Khrushehov,  Mao-

Tse Tunug, Chon En-lai and Nas-

sert Al of them are dictators who
have shown the ntmost contempt
for democracy, freedom and liberty
—in a word. for human values.
Non-socialists valne the nltimate
ends of socialism no less than the
socialists. They refuse to support
socialism beciase of the threat it
holds for other precious values,
The dispute about socialism has
thus become  largely a  dispute
about means and not about ends.
Those who want socialism, like
those who reject it, desire the well-
being and happivess of all. - The
opponents of socialism do not re-
ject it because they grudge the
workers the bencfits they could
allegedly derive from the socialist
mode of prodaction. They do so..
precisely because they are  con-
vinced by experience that it conld
do only harm to the masses by
reducing them to the status of
serfdom eutirely. at the mercy of
irrcspunsﬂﬂe dictators.
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Socialism is the greatest hoax
of the twentieth century.. Our mis-
guided rulers are propagating and
perpetuating this hoax which is
destroying liberty, freedom  and
democracy  wherever  they  were
ostablished.

None of the sodialist theories

“ean withstand scientific criticism,.

and all its deductions are ill-
founded. Socialism appeals to the
cmotigns rather than to reason.
Logic and reason which  might
show up the absurdity of the so-
cialist economy have no place in
it. Socialism is rcactionary in so
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far as it is against scientific spirit
as  distinguished from a certain
methodology. Its outstanding cha-
racteristic  is  its x'epudiution of

the spirit of free inquiry, especial-

lv as applied to the working of a
soctalist cconomy, Tt is indeed wn

“opiwn for those who ought to do

thinking.

The conflict between  demo-
cracy and- socialism has always
been a conflict of values. Where-
as socialists cousider only materiad
values as the main criterion of
progress, democrats want the ani-
versal human ideals of cquality
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and freedom to be embodied in
the economy of every country.

There is today a waning ideal:
ism as regards the ends and grow-
ing dogmatism in the choice of
means among our  Congress
leaders. They talk one way and
act i another way, and are vic-
tims of a schizophrenia that has
upset them and bewildered their
friends.  Socialism has confused
their thonghts. Tt is surprising that
they are still attracted by the old
clamonr of socialism when it has
lost all its glamour in the Euro-
pran countries.

THE FLY IN

I do hape the Hindustan Anti-
biotics at Pimpri (a government
public sector concern) will he able
to get over the dead fly in the
streptodicin supplied by it.  The
Bombay doctor who discovered
and promptly complained about it
has done public service. So also
may we be grateful to the dead
fly for not completely disintegrat-
ing and disappearing in the vial,
hut surviving to give evideuce! It
is stupid to ban imports of the
life-saving drugs of our century
in order to boost swadeshi. T re-
member the head of the Haffkine
Institute arguing stubbornly with
me in 1946 for starting the ma-
nufacturing of sulpha and other
drugs in order to give them all at
remarkably cheap prices. He talk-
ed about giving these life-saving
drugs for half-an-anna against one
rupee that we were paying to
foreign  companics. T~ argued
against the proposal with the ex-
pest about necessary ingredients
to be got from abroad and other
matters but to no avail. Antibio-
tics arc now minufactured at
Pimpri and doctors must use them
willy-nilly. Prices have not gone
down but gone up and quality is
protected n%ainst any competition.
«And here is the fly-incident. 1
know that most eminent doctors
would prefer foreign ampoules
to Indian-made ones. Swadeshi
can be carried to stupid limits like
every other good idea.

It is not only when an actual
dead fly is found in a phial that

L}

THE PHIAL

we should discard the drag pre-
pared at an institute;  not only
should that bateh of vials be with-
drawn, the institute as a whole
must stand suspeet and put under
inspection and reform, Bacteriolo-
gical contamination is not scen by
the eve and should be presumed
in the institute, when a glaring
case comes to light by a lucky or
unlucky accident. The Pimpri fly
in the phial is ounly a second warn-
ing. The first warning was given
by the death of an M.P. follow-
ing an injection of  Pimpri
penicillin,

READ:

The defence offered by Pimpri
is that nincty per cent of the vials
of the same bateh have been con-
sumed without reports of any un-
toward reactions. It is often the
case that what is caused by the
drug administered gets mixed up
with the svmptoms of the maladv
for which the drug is administered.
Morcover, the nataral defence in
the  human organism is  remark-
ably strong and  withstands a
lot. A private concern would
lave been damned beyond  re-
demption by the fly in the vial.
Science ought to make no distine-
tions in favour of the public
sector., CR.
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DEMOCRACY IN INDIA: A SYMPOSIUM

DEMOCRACY IN INDIA
(A Symposium)
Dhawale Popular Ltd,,
Lamington Road, Bombay, Price Rs. 2.

This little book gathers together the
talks on the problems of democracy
in India given by ten leading thinkers
and publicists under the auspices of
the Forum of Free Enterprise.
The speakers in the series include three
civil servants, two journalists, a trade
union leader, a lawyer, a commercial
magnate and a former university
professor. They are none of them
actively associated with any of the poli-
tical parties in the field today. They
are men of outstanding ability and
experience in their respective spheres
and have spoken as they have done
from a conscientious sense of public
duty, It is indeed encouraging to
find, amid so much that is heartbreak-
ing in  our public life, that
there still are men who, when grave
public wrongs are being committed, are
ready to come forth in public to con-
demn the wrong-doers instead of
limiting themselves to a few cynical
shrugs of their shoulders in strict pri-
vacy. Those who run the Congress to-
day have long flourished on the adula-
tion of the interested and the ignorant
as well as on the philosophic or cynical
indifference of the intelligent and
instructed sections of the community.

Mr. Shroff in the opening talk on
the fundamentals of democracy points
out how responsible public discussion
of matters affecting the public interest
in Parliament and in the public press
has been prevented and the normal
operation of the processes of Cabinect
government and administration has
been grossly perverted by Prime Minis-
ter Nehru’s assumption into his own
hands of almost total power, not merely
of decision and action but even of infor-
mation. Mr, Nehru professes to be a
democrat but there is an intolerance of
criticism and disagreement and an arro-
gant use of power which mark him out
to be little short of a dictator. The
Cabinet over which he presides has
ceased to be a Cabinet in the true Bri-
tish parliamentary sense. It is much
more a Cabinet of administrative
subordinates of the chief executive,
little different from secretaries and
under-secretaries, except in that ordi-
narily secretaries and their deputies
have better brains. Mr. Shroff shows up
the patent anomaly involved in the
existence of bodies like the Planning
Commission and the National Deve-

lopment Council which, not being res-
ponsible to any but themselves, are
unmistakable usurpers superseding the
government, No one who has noted the
thoughtless ease with which the Consti-
tution has been repeatedly amended will
credit the Congress leaders of today
with any real respect for the Constitu-
tion. They have brought the Cons-
titution into  contempt by  disre-
garding it or amending it when it
did not suit their political ends. The
gravest threat to democracy, however,
arises from the growing powerlessness
even of the Supreme Court not to speak
of other courts, in the face of a political
situation when the ruling party in Par-
liament is ready to sct aside by ad hoc
legislation the fundamental rights of
which the Court is supposed to be the
guardian. As for the quality of the judi-
ciary today the remarks of the Law
Commission on recent appointments to
the judiciary are a  significant
commentary,  Though  Mr.  Shroff
has but gently hinted at these and
other aspects of the dangers that threa-
ten democracy in India, the careful
reader will find the hints extremely
useful in picturing to himseclf the cur-
rent chaos and the catastrophic future
that is looming ahead.

Mr. Vaidya, speaking with his consi-
derable experience of the world of big
industry and commerce in India, points
out how steadily and persistently India
is being pushed by the government the
Moscow way by economic policies which
are a mixture of communist collectivisin
and bureaucratic arrogance, incompe-
tence and subservience. It is a thousand
pities that even so, few businessmen
seem to see the compelling urgency of
resisting the menacing reality of this
conspiracy against fundamental human
freedoms.

Mr. Palkhivala, dealing with the Rule
of Law and legislative and executive
tyranny in India, points out how hasty
and partisan law-making, especially in
the sphere of taxation and property
rights, has made for oppression.
The taxation laws, Mr. Palkhi-

vala points out, are a mass of

hastily drafted rules which are ape-
rated only to gather the maximum reve-
nue at all costs, in utter disrezard of
the basic constitutional guarantees.
Bureaucratic tyranny in alliance with
an  emasculated legislature is riding
roughshod in the country at large. The
faint vestiges of the Rule of Law that
still remain will vanish if this state of
things is allowed to continue any lon-
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ger unchallenged. The democratic
principle that the only proper tax is that

which ministers to public necessity has®

been given the go-hy. The Rule of Law
has been replaced by the ruleof Con-
fivess bosses in practice and the Consti-
tution stands all but torn up.

Mr.  Raghunathan points out how
greatly ont of harmony the practice gf the
Cougress 1j is with its democratic pro-
fessions and ideals, not merely of the
past bat ceven of the present.  Dealing
with the proposal to introduce co-ope-
ratives in agriculture, Mr. RagRunathan
points out what a parody and perver-
sion of the very basic principle of co-
operation the Congress Party’s concrefe
proposal is and how outrageously de-
fiant of decency is the element of cocr-
cion and discrimination that the pro-
posal  embodies.  Towards the  close,
Mr, Raghunathan  raises  the  debate
to a higher level by pointing out that
India at least should set its face against
a  too  ready acceptance  of  the
ideal of endless material accumulation
and seck instcad to recapture its anci-
ent Dharma,

Mr. Frank Moraes sets out the basic
functions and responsibilities of  the
press in a  democracy—responsibilitics
which it owes to the people rather than
to the government of the country. Ile
points out how scctions of the press, in
the two specific cases of the Hungarian
revolt and the  Chinese encroachment
on Indian territory, brought the force
of public opinion to bear on govero-
ment policy compelling a bhasic change
of approach. Mr, Moraes does not refer
to the consequences of the  Govern.
ment’s p()]icy on newsprint and govern-
ment advertisement from the point ot
view of real press freedom. Like hig
business, of which it has become just a
part today, the press is, one fears, tar
too  susceptible  to  the  intimidating
magnitude of Government patronage.

Dr. N. Das draws attention to the
grave dangers current and imminent in
the pricing policy of the public sector,
Price fixation in the public sector is not
on the salutarv ‘no loss, no profit’ basis
but 6n that of getting and exploiting
maximum profits for the furtherante of
certain  ideological objoctives of the
partty in  power. The  consumer’s
interests scem hardly to count. Since
the public sector is a mgnopoly, the con-
sumer goes to the wall, Equally instruc-
tive is the discussion of welfare and
wage policy in the public sector under-
takings. Rule by managers of public
corporations  and trade union bosses
which is spreading out sg vigorously
tuday is the antithesis of democracy and
freedom.

There is in millions of Indian hearts
today a sense of bitter disappointment, an
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CONVENTIONS

"Sir,—~Speaking in Rajya Sabha the
other day Prime Minister Nehru spoke
on the desirability of having a conven-
tion restricting the tenure of office of
the President for two terms only.

shri N, Saujiva Reddy, the President
of the Congress, advocated the restric-
tion of the term of members of Parlia-
ment and  the State legislatwes to a
period of ten years.

The present regime has become un-
popular; though it has brought a mca-
sure of stability, it has ceased to be
respected and liked. That was the pri-
mary reason why the thoughtful sec-
tions of the public welcomed the idea
that the country should pass under the
President’s rule during the  clections,
That wise counsel was preferved to pre-
vent further demoralisation in the ad-
ministration  brought about by the
regime i oflice. That there was no
precedent anywhere for it was a puerile
argument, If such a counsel is adopted
by all the political parties, a very wisc
convention could have been built up.
But cvidently Mr, Nchru is not willing
to submit himsclf and his party to a
course which is more than likely to
prove a costly gamble—that is, costly to
the party's fortuncs.
Madras A. N. Cuanr

EXAMPLE IN ECONOMY

Sir,—Speaking at a public meeting in
Bombay, the Defence Minister, Mr,
V. K. Krishna Menon, declared that “no
one should have too much before all
have something”.

DEMOCRACY IN INDIA ... ... ... ... ...
almost unappeasable anguish that the
prospects which sepmed so fair on the
cve of Freedom and which remained for
a while not undimmed cven by the
unspeakable  terrors of the  partition
should  have in just but q few  years
been so tragically transformed, and that
those whom we till recently adored an-
admired should so quickly and so ab-
solutely have fallen victims to the cor-
rupting influence of - unchecked enjoy-
ment of power. There is but
one remedy for this anguish, That
lies in  calme courageous and re-
confrontation of the dangers
ahead. And we must know what dan.
gers lie ahead, whence they arise and
what insidious forms they assume. This
book is a powerful contribution to that
indispensable prerequisite of remedial
action, the realization that dangers lie
ahead and around, dangers of enormous
varicty and menacing complexity. S.R.

Some time ago, we learnt from a re-
port of the Auditor-General, how Mr.
Menon had used three planes to go
from Delhi to Calicut on a holiday. A
plane for the last lap of the journey,
between Camnanore and Calicut,  was
specially flown from  Jodhpur., It was
reported in the Press at that time that
Rs. 53,000 was spent on preparing the
airstrip at Calicut for the landing of
the Minister’s plane. Friends in aviation
say that it costs at least Rs. 500 per
hour for the flight.

Is this a concrete demonstration of
“no one having too much before all
having something?”

Bombay ARISTIDES

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
STATE EMPLOYEES

Sir,—I answered an advertisement of
the Union Public Service Commission
calling for applications for a competitive
examination for recruitment of steno-
graphers to the Central sceretariat. The
examination is to be held sometime in
February/March 1962, The UPSC sent
ni¢ the particulars promptly cnough. [
found that the upper age limit wa;
refaxed i the case of Central Govern-
ment sceeretariat employees,  Railway
Board employees and certain other cate-
gories of Central Government employees,
but expressly excluding the State Gov-
ermment employees from the concession,

It passes onc’s understanding  why
the State Government employees should
aloue be siugled out for discrimination
from the above relaxation of age limit.
The  examination,  according  to  the
UPSC rules and on the face of it
is 2 competitive onc and no one acquires
a right to claim a post by virtue of a
pass in it. But why should anyonc—
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State Government servants, in particular
—be denied the opportunity of taking
the examination itself? Will not such a
discrimination strike at the very root of
the provisions in the Constitution gua-
rantecing equality of opportunity?
Even now, it is not too late for the
UPSC to re-consider and amend the
rules suitably to enable State govern-
ment servants also to appear for the
cxamination along with others.
Bungalore 16 S. G, SuBrAMANIAN

GOVTS BELATED REPLY

Sir,—The Ministry of Education of
the Government of India  called
(through advertisement in the dailies on
July 1) for submission of books and
manuscripts in any Indian language for
the third competition for production of
basic and cultural literature, I wrote to
the Special Officer, Ministry of Edu-
cation, New Delhi on the 4th of July
1961 asking for more particulars about
the competition. Though the last date
for submission of manuscripts is 15-9.61,
I received a printed copy of instructions
from  the Spccial Officer on  4-9-61,
leaving me (the author) only about ten
days in which presumably 1 was ex-
pected to submit an original manus-
cript of about 80 pages along with three
copies! I nced offer no comments,
Devakottai G. Satyacirt Rajan

RETAIL PRICE OF SUGAR

Sir,—On page 9 of your issue dated
9th Scptember it is stated that “we all
buy our Sugar at Rs. 700 per ton in
India”. This is a factual error. Every
Indian consuter pays Rs. 1.18 nP, pe:
kilo of sugar he buys in retail.  This
works out to Rs. 1,180 per ton. The
retail merchant in Madras gets a bag
of 100 kilos of sugar at Rs, 116 and he
is expected to sell this in retail at
Rs. 1.18 per kilo. V. 8. SriIKUMAR

Kempe Gowda Road,
BANGALORE - 9
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In addition to unpredictable
accident on which  hitherto  the
progunostication  of - danger was
particularly Dased by Bertrand
Russell and other world states-
men, America has now adopted
the psychological technique ot
shooting out  dreadful threats
similar to the Soviet practice.
The threats are of such a
nature that the world must
be prepared for their explosion
into actual fatal provocation any
day and that would be the begin-
ning of the End.

U.S. News and World Report
says:
WASHINGTON, Scept. 26.
The United States has the equiva-
" lent of 35,800 million tons of T.N.T,
“waiting for any aggressor.”

“Press a button today and more
than 200 missiles with  hydrogen
wiarheads would go speeding to spe-
“cific citics in Russia. An additional
500 smaller missiles would be fired
on other targets. From near and far,
more than 3,000 U.S. bombers could
be sent into action.”

In the first 24 hours of an “all-out”
war the U.S, could pull the trigger
o the equivalent of 16,000 million
tons of T.N.T —4.000 times the total
dropped in the Sccond World War,
H “most of the first wave” of a US.
attack struck home. 80 to 90 per cent
of the Soviet Union’s 200 million peo-
ple would be killed.

<

Mr. Xhrushehov is in a “desperate
rush” to catch up with the power of
the U.S. nuclear arsenal,

Ihe US.  Attorney-General,
Mr. Robert Kennedy, entertains
no doubts in his mind about
America resorting to the use of

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

nuclear weapons, to “serve the
freedom of Berlin”,  This he has
declared, on behalf of his brother
the President, in a recent televi-
sion interview. The Kennedy
administration has, Mr. Robert
Kennedy tells the world, spent
2,000 million dollars extra on
nuclear weapons in addition
to strengthening conventional
weapons.

This ‘assurance’ that nuclear
weapons will be used by America
and its allies from the U.S. Presi-
dent’s brother is from one point
of view superfluous. The existence
of this satanic stock of total-des-
truction weapons is a menace in
its very nature.-

Both sides have now adopt-
ed the plan of open threats
to cach other. Threats have
a way of committing the Powers
in a kind of honour to carry
out the threats, The world
is being brought more than ever
to the brink of a terrible precipice.

This bewildering genera-
tion through which we are
living has brought mankind
to a crossing of the ways un-
precedented in all  history.
We now know what our
worst enemy is. It is not a
disease. It is not famine. It
is the atomic weapon which
in war may completely des-
troy civilization and in peace
may inflict grievous and last-
ing damage on the human

Tue New York Tives. ®

race.—From an editorial ﬂﬁ#

)

ZAMERICAN POLICY OF THREATS

Meanwhile in India we are
‘planming’  on the basis of  loans
and  steady supplies of capital
material from these very war-mon-
gering  Powers  that  threaten
each other standing on the
brink.  The Congress Govern-
ment  takes  for  granted  these
supplies, and taxes the peo-
ple, making the lives of the
present generation in India miser-
able in the hope that fifty years
hence or so, our  grand-children
will see an Utopia raised around
them out of the aid given by the
Powers. What is likely to happen
immediately as a result of these
loan transactions is that we shall he
disabled from  exercising  any
moral influence on the reckless
nations to turn to good sense.
On very unreliable foundations,
indeed, are we asked to invest the
blood and tears of our people for
a coming seenfar Utopia,

We o stand  deprived  of  the
capacity to  demand  good  con-
duct by reason of our numerous
obligations. They have (on both
sides now) adopted the technique
of open, mutual threats to use
nuclear weapons and long range
delivery rockets for defending Ber-
lin and for other purposes aris-
ing out of their treaty obligations.
These threats are, as far as Ame-
rica is concerned. a new  style
psychological warfare commended
to the American Government by
its latest advisers to equalize the
position with Soviet propaganda.
But threats are not mere threats.

«¥hev create obligations of a dead-

* 3y nature. They do not remain as
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WORLD BANK VICE -PRESIDENT

COMMENDS

SWATANTRA

Robert L. Garner is retiring President, International
Finance Commission and Vice-President, World Bank.  The
following are extracts from his valedictory address on Sep-

tember 21, 1961.

On October 13, 1 retire as President
of IFC. This will end also over four-
teen years as Vice-President of the
World Bank.

I am troubled by the extent to which
there is growing up the insidious con-
sequences of too  great reliance on
forcign aid. Everyone repeats the pla-
titudes that cach country must be pri-
marily responsible for its future and
that others can only supplement  its
own cfforts. Nevertheless, there are too
many instances where the obvious atti-
tude is that the chief responsibility of
a government is to secure the maximum
help from abroad, with lesser responsi-
bility to mobilize its own resources and
to take action so that all resources arc
most effectively applied and  internal
conditions which hinder  development
are improved.

There is no denying that in many
countries graft and corruption in public
office lay a heavy tribute on resources
which should go into developraent, OF
course, the less developed  countries
have no monopoly on public corruption.
But its toll is more destructive in poorer
countries than in richer socicties.

Honesty alone is not sufficient. Admi-
nistration needs to be effective. I have
found that in dealing with public offi-
cials, the most prevalent obstacle to

THE NEW AMERICAN ... ...

deterrents, though that may be the
intention. They become commit-
ments of the administrations to
their respective electorates to be
put into practice.

It is unfortunate that some one
has persuaded the American Gov-
ernment to adopt this technique
as a working plan. It has not even
the recommendation of originality.
It is just imitation. Fire imitating
fire does not quench but doubles
the world-menace.

An extract from an editorial of
The New York Times (International
edition) reproduced in page one
shows the magnitude of the dan-
ger awaiting the hour when either
hloc may by some hasty thinking

be ‘morally’ compelled to execute,.

its repeated threats.

%

getting things done is the lack of expe-
rience, of  training and of ability to
make prompt decisions.

I can setdom refrain from comment-
ing on the importance of finuncial sta-
hility  to steady cconomic  progress.
There are many prominent  supporters
of inflation, who claim that it is a ne-
cessary  adjunct of growth. Some assert
that it creates development, But T have
taken a dose look at inflation in quite
a few countries. T have seen it upsct
governments: tuke the bread ont of the
mouths of workers, the old, the helpless;
undermine the operations of  business,
So I continue to class it as a dangerons
fever which gives the patient a tem-
porary spurt  but quickly saps  his
strength.

Next, T would emplasize the import-
ance of developing in broad tenns
pattern of cconomie growth, a sensible
plan of balance among agriculture, in-
dustry, transport, power, communica-
tions, with such provision for housing,
education and medical services as re-
sources permit.  From my experience,
this type of basic programme, sctting
out general and related objectives, s
more practical than attempts to specify
in detail and to direct all spheres of
cconomic activity.

If development is to be encouraged
and not hampered. it is important to
avoid taxation which hinders investment,

The mass of people have never found
quick prosperity through expropriation
—through dividing np an inadequate
pie. Grabbing the possessions of a few
does not really help the many.

Obviously there is need for govern-
ments to provide the basic facilities and
services. To do this in adequate mea-
sure will strain their human and finan-
cial resources. It scems semsible, there-
fore, to give the greatest scope to pri-
vate initiative and capital in all fields
which are not necessarily in the public
sector. There is convincing proof that
this is the most assured method ol
getting development, The most produc-
tive economies which have brought the
highest standards of living to the most
people have been thdse which have
permitted private initiative to control
the widest range of activities. This sys-

as worked in the United States,

i began as a wilderness; it has

October 7, 1961

worked in Furope and Japan, with the
long established  socicties.

Over the past 14 years T have visited
some 50 countries, most of thyem i
carlier stazes of development. The most
substantial progress 1T have observed has
come from the private sector, where it
has been provided with basic facilities
and a political and administrative sei-
mate in - which it could  exercise s
talents, .

In most instances of public owner-
hip and operation of industrye which
I have observed, the results have been
meconomic.  Ininstances where the
facts are available, the publicly owned
plants Tave generally cost more to build
and many of them operate at losses,
which have to he made up from public
funds.

Decisions as to the degree of gov-
ernment ownership and control are not

alwavs made on the basis of cconomics

or political theory, Even limited expe-
vience i dealing with officials in some
conntries reveals that they are lagely
influenced by what will give them the
greatest personal  power and rewards.
The greater the contral in government
hands. the more personally Juerative can
bee the exereise of such control.

The  functions which onlv zovern-
ment can perform denimd its tull eltorts
and  human  and financial - resourees,
Therefore, if we seck  the maximam
production and  development, private
initiative,  management  and  capital
should be called upon and given the
opportumity  to extend their  activities
most widely.

1 would propose to the developing
countries a somewhat different approich
from socialism in order to spread be-
ncfits more widely.

T would concentrate on how  most
effectively to encourage individual initi-
ative and the flow of private capital into
productive use. Specific means would
be through revision of taxation to give
incentives to production and investment
and lay heavier taxes on unproductive
assets.

I would make it attractive to both
local and forcign capital to expand exist-
ing enterprises and to start new ones,
providing more jobs, more goods, and
wider  opportunities for ownership  of
business. T would give® incentives to
larger companies to sell some of theig
shares to the general public.

I would work out means Ly which
more farmers could purchase and get
assistance in improving their produc-
tion and marketing. I would provide
credit facilities so that the working man
could build or buy a house and pay for
it out of his earnings.

'
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MORE SUFFERINGS IN STORE
"By C. RAJAGOPALACIHARI

The Congress test  explosions
are going on in all the States and
the poisonous fall-out competes

with that from the nuclear explo- .

sions of the cold war blocs. The
Congress testss are intended to try
the conscience of the nation and
to train it to suffer cxpropriations
and *tyramny in ficld after field.
The present persccution of  the
bigger ryotwari peasants is a pre-
lude. After land ccilings will come,
as  alrcady announced,—if the
Congress is rcturned to power—
the attacks on urban and industrial
acquisitions, When the conscience
of India is trained to sufler the
present violations of fundamental
rights, the succecding steps will
be taken, ouce after another, with-
out fear of any protest or obsta-
cle. The Congress manifesto has
given notice of this. The dema-
gogues are intent on bril)infg the
larger section of the population
and carning their votes; they arce
not bothered about good govern-
ment or welfare or food or capi-
tal formation, or justice or consti-
tutional guarantees if votes are
sccured from the gullible mob.

WORLD BANK VICE-PRESIDENT ........
This approach would, I believe, begin
to build vp a middle class of men of
property, with opportunitics for indivi-
duals to progress as far as their abili-
ties warrant. This is my prescription for
building a productive economy  and
spreading widely, its benefits,
Government-to-government  financial
aid cannot successfully be used to gain
and hold political advantages for the
country supplying the funds. Rather
than making friends, bilateral financing
between sovereign countries tends to
create antagonisms and distrust. I have
observed that withisf the non-commu-
nist world the nations most friendly
to each other are those between which
there has been little or no inter-govern-
mental  finagcing.  Contrariwise, the
more one government has loaned or

" “granted, the greater is the probability

of suspicions and antagonisms.

The great  developments of private
enterprise have been nurtured on pri-
vate, not public funds. In the long run
business will not continue to be pri-
vate if it depends unduly upon pub-
lic credit.

The Constitntion can be changed
in the course of a singlc session
of the Lok Sabha to suit and
authorize any fad or folly, or any
tyranny or injustice, Not welfare
but votes are the sole aim and
purpose of the present one-party
democracy operating over a feeble
nation,

Those who care only for their
own immediate  and | illusory
advancement will, in spite of every
warning, support the  Congress
regime. With permits, licences and
quotas from the Congress Gov-
crnment, wealth can be amassed
and black money hoarded.  But
those  who are interested in the
future should beware of what is
in store for them and their child-
ren. You have been already told
and we have a mandate, the Con-
gress will say, when men open
their eyes and object. Tt is disas-
trously casy to be deccived or to
be apathetic,

The  communist  regimes  are
crucl but efficient;  they compel
and ruthlessly produce the results
aimed at. But the Congress is and
will continue to be cruel but also
incfficient. The socialist Congress
will ruin the country and will not
be able to bring about even the
cruel  prolits of brutal injustice
like the communists whom  they
seck to anticipate. It would  he
doubly disastrous to return  the
Congrcss to autocratic power
once again, disastrous to freedom
and disastrous even to material
welfare.

No comment need bhe added to
the following  confession of the
Revenue  Minister  of  Madras,
which is applicable in quite a
different way from what the Mi-
nister intends. It fully supports
the case against the proposed law.
The acquisition is not for consti-
tutionally  permissible purposcs,
but for the fulfilment of a dogma
which has no sanction in the Con-
stitution and which is opposed to
the fundamental conception of the
citizen’s rights guaranteed against
the State’s intervention in the
Constitution of India.

3

Referring to Opposition  criticism -
that the ceiling of 30 acres was too
high and would not leave any land-
surplus for distribution, the Minister
(Mr. Manickavelu) said even if they
fixed a ceiling much lower than what
they had wanted (15 acres), say 5
acres, they would not have - enough
surplns to go round. On the other
hand, such fragmentation would
jeopardise  agricultural  production,
whereas  the 30-acre ceiling  would
not affect production.  They should
also remember that the land  they
sought to distribute was not Govern-
ment land but land belonging to pri-
vate landlords. They had to fix only
a reasonable limit on their holdings.

Mr, Manickavelu  reiterated  that
the object of the legislation was not
to distribute land to the landless as
Opposition - members  appeared  to
think. The legistation aimed at re-
moving concentration of land in the
hands of a few. '
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

At the Conference of  Basic
Education Workers  (Paclimarhi)
Governor Zakir Hussain of Bilvwe
sprung a surprise on the assem-
bled teachers.  He said that the
conception of Basic education s
been reduced to a faree and that,
as conducted at present, it has no
future. Let it be remembered that
Dr. Zakir Hussain beeame an edu
cator after his training in Ger-
many, and he launched the Jamai-
Milla and operated a sy]lulius for
personal  proficiency ontside bur-
cancratic control. Dr. Zakir Hus-
sain - respected  the  outlook  of
Mahatma Gandhi who had faith
in instruction oriented from the
practice of handicrafts. Some ab-
breviated it by the slogan “Earn
While You Learn”. Mahatma
Gandhi had great faith in manual
labour and his model of the adalt
citizen was one equipped  with
knowledge and also in possession
of skill to carn 2 respectable liveli-
hood. The quest for knowledge as
a burden on parents would in the
schooling years diminish. The pro-
jeet had simple genins in it, but
it has beeir outmoded by the
trend of official policy towards
making children into potential
scientists  of  the Henry  Ford
grade.

o -] ]

H a dhobi’s son spends  some
time of the day eventually to be-
come a better dhobi like the
Chinese washer and dyer, there
would be coherence and  social
value in the development. Like-
wise, the syllabus of manual train-

ing should be so geared as to pro-
i
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duce a better type of weaver in-
troducing the Tatest techuique in
the trade; if it is a blacksmiith,
the voung o apprentice acquires
talent  besides  hook-knowledgae,
his oxertions resulting as part of
a contribution to the family-chest.
IF education is thos routed, ad-
justinents are possible whether in
Sevagram or Shantiniketan, With
the objective  and  covironment
torn from the ideal.  proposition
becomes  distorted, the mind of
the  voung  pupil  being - set
on migralion  to  the  cities  as
carly as possible  for maxi-
minm pay with minimam labour,
irrespective of any training in the
name of Basic education. If the
original course is openly preached,
there is the fear that ‘reaction-
aries” want insidiously to stabilize
the caste-system.
1] o o

With gigautism fascinating all-
India leadership, all that can be
said in connection with the Gan-
dhigram  movement,  condacted
with zcal, could he contained in
the following  extract which ap-
peared in Swarajya on September
16 under the caption “Swatantra
in a Nutshell”,

Congress Socialism means  concen-
tration  of political  and  economic
power in Government, The resualt is
tyrannical regulation of national life.
Also it means heavy taxes and higher
and yet higher prices: borrowing
huge sums abroad, with no thought
of how they are to be repaid.

The Swatantra Party stands for the
poor man. Its principles are: (1)
First things first (2) Build from the
bottom. Tts policies uim at: A stable

OIAZINON

BED BUGS

U A TATA-FISON PRODUCT -
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Ropee, more jubs, more food-grains,
more  smalljrrigation works, more
schools, more roads, more  houses,
more small industries producing what.
the ordinery man consumes,
“Self-Government ncans a conti-
mwus  oflort to be independent of
Governraent whether it is a forcign
Government or a National Govern-
ment. Swaraj Government will be a
sorry affair if people look up to it
for the regulation of every detail in
life.,” This is what Gandhiji said and
it is the corner-stone of the Swatan-
tra Party’s policy.
o o °

Merelv o cite Mahatma Gan-
dhi as the anthor of Basie educa-
tion is not suflicient to prove its
cllicacy in the transformation of
vadues, e had in mind a vigorous
agricnltural cconomy and he had
an aversion to idle hours among
the peasantry. Twirling the takli,
turning out varn on the charka,
carding, the raising of food-crop
i]l Sl]]il]] I)I“l.\‘ ()F ]:ul(]. pr(‘paraﬁon
of compost, cte., were the occu-
pations he  preseribed  for the
schooling of vonng folk, while in
the svllabus there was provision
for literacv as well, The rural
industries he had in mind are not
there. He believed in agricultural
self-sufficiency as the nataral eco-
nomy of the people, but now we
have come to a stage where crops
gathered are treated as the basis
of exports under production costs
(sugar being an example), so’ that
scarcitv in foreign exchange could
be redressed for guickening plan-
projects.  There is a  complete
hiatus between his conception of
village-prosperity and the Galbrai-
thean objective” of — “afflient so-
ciety™.

o ] L J

We are more curions to have
a look at Gagarin and Titov
though the two spacemen them-
selves could not have taken any
part in the build-up of the air-
craft  within which they were
strapped;  from that position of

Villltilg(‘ one of the cosmonauts hf'.ld ¢

a glimpse of the universe, one of
them seeing 17 dawns before he
was drawn back by ground-instal-
lations to a predicted spot. With
such marvels on view, there is
really a new dimension which

ucver cutered into the caleula-
L]

October 7, 1961

tions of Mahatmaji, so that his
authorship of Basic education
fades out of the vision. In Pakis-

‘tan they have still to define “‘Basic

Democracy’,  but  somchow th.(‘
term “basic appr(mch has a fasci-
nation for leaders who change the

movements of the rudder as they”

steer  their  course, aggravating
poverty.
L] o L

M?. Lobo Prabhu and Dr. Zakir
Hussain  were colleagues in - the
promotion of Basic edncation and
he describes the process as fairly
heartbreaking. He  testifies  as
follows :

The more earnest of the teachers
smuggled  text-hooks but generally
after five years, the children  left
school sometimes with T.B, from the
cotton fluff, always with no know-
ledge. Unfortunately, as Basic cduci-
tion is largely in rural areas, the
parents have  been satisfied ~ with
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midday meals and uniforms and have
not expressed their indignation at the
polls {for their children being made
the victims of mistaken ideals and
political purposes. The cost of this
may be assessed from the declaration
that “Basic education is now the ac-
copted pattern, covering 26 per cent
of the primary schools, with all Tea-
cher Training  Schools  being  pro-
gressively  converted  to the  Basic
type  and  voluntary  organizations
being fully paid for Basic education
in the sccondary stage”. In 19358-59,
Rs. 12,18 crores were spent on Junior
Basie, Rs, 7.32 crores in Scnior Basic
ancd Rs. 3.60 crores on  post-Basice
education. Tt must ery to high heaven,
in the tuce of Dr, Zakir's assessment,
that  the money of the  taxpayers
should bhe wasted in this wmeasure and
more in an undisclosed  manner, to
promote Basie education  which de-
prives helpless children of the oppor-
tunity of education,
On May 1, Pandit Nehru dec-
lared: © I do attach so much im-

Our contributors are res- '
pectfully  requested  not  to

| exceed 900 words, in view of ‘

| the size of Swanrapva. |

portance to education that I would
rather serap a few engineering
projects than scrap  education. 1
have come to feel that it is the
hasis of all progress and on no
account. unless actually we are
off our heads and we cannot fune-
tion, must we allow education tn
suffer”™. And we have in the Cons-
titution of India this directive:
“The State shall endeavour to pro-
vide, within a period of ten years
from the commencement of  the
Constitution, for free and compul-
sory edacation for all children until
they complete the age of 14 vears.”
Dr. Zakir Hussain has merely said
that the “endeavour”™ should not
carry the wrong tag. P.j.

.
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INTENTIONS AT CROSS - PURPOSES
By POTHAN JOSEPH

Straining at the leash Dr.
Rajendra Prasad will resume full-
fledged office as President in -a
few days. His anxiety to be back
as Head of the State was reflected
when he, in his convalescence,
kept himself in touch with the
proceedings of Parliament through
special radio-equipment enabling
him to listen. He was also concern-
ed with the significance of prece-
dents when, for example, a Pun-
jab Minister was sacked without
show-cause - preliminaries by his
principal colleague, the Chict

" Minister, with the automatic ap-

proval of the Prime Minister; any

tmadequacy in constitutional pro-

cedure has since then been sought

. to be rectified by an emergency-

resolution of the Congress Cen-
tral' Parliamentary Board which

- took upen itself, extra-murally, to

confirm Chief Minister Kairon’s
action, irrespective of any hesi-

.tancy in Rashtrapathi Bhavan,

The significance is that the Con-

stitution of the country is factually

- apart from minor tactics the Home -

being administered by the execu-
tive wing of the Congress, thus
strengthening the trend towards a
merger between the ministerial
wing and the organizational wing

which in almost all States causes
internal strain amongst Congress -

personnel if they do not beat in
unison. The developments in Pun-
jabi Suba controversy do not jeo-
pardise the ‘Hindi doctrine’, since

Minister at New Delhi takes care
to insert the Shastri clause in

any - draft-outline of compromise..

The
" Nation’s
Best
’ *
BENGAL ELECTRICALS CO.
MADRAS-17 -. BANGALORE-3

Nevertheless, there is some fear
among faddists that the reinforee-
ment of the official language men-
tioned in the text of the Consti-
tution might not move in faster
stride betore 1965. The issue of
linguism creeps in again when the
High Commund bangs at com-
mumalism and at the same time
keeps divorcing it fromn the inci-
dence of communalism,
Non-Hindi speaking  arcas  sct
storc by the Prime  Minister's
pledge that Hindi would not be
introduced in the non-Hindi
speaking  States  in cducation
and  administration.  The  last
session  of  the Chief  Minis-
ters and invitees turned the pros-
pect of the Third Five Year Plan
and economic uplift into a for-
mulation of Devanagari script as a
new “basic approach” towards the
realization ot the ‘Welfare State’.
The connection between  the
two is tenuous in logic, but in the
Congress manifesto published, lip-
service is rendered to the pledge
that Hindi will not be forced on
areas like Bengal and the South-

~ern zone which have not on their

own requested any Hindi drive.
Mecanwhile, within the ambit of
the Home Ministry whose instruc-
tions to public and private are
increasingly mandatory (thanks to
over-centralization of authority at
the Centre and the emasculation
of autonomy for State Ministrics),
the advocates of monolinguism
are busy with infiltrative tactics to
the prejudice of the Prime Minis-
ter’s farseeing pledge. That other
preoccupations  in  world-affairs
and concern at home for making

the ruling party’s fortune at the -

elections a dead certainty, kecp
him on a tight-rope dance, is obvi-
ous. At heart Mr. Nehru retains
faith with his own couns¢l, and
hence the nominal reference to the
language question in the draft he
has composed.

In a study of zonal issues un-
officially ascribed to Dr. Rajen-

-dra Prasad, he wonders whether
- as a half-way house towards emo-

tional integration, attention should
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CONNIVANCE OF
CORRUPTION

The psychosis of fear amongst
judges cannot be an invention
under the one-party system and
the Congress Government has
been organizing seminars to assure
people that the police represent
real friends and that there is wo
unscen pressure on the judiciary.
The foltowing report in the, Tri-
bune is however very illuminating:

The most damning  criticismm  of
the police in recent years came recently
from Mr. Justice A. N. Mulla of the
Luchuow Bench of the Allabhabad High
Court, His Lordship was passing orders
on a petition of apology by a sub-ins-

pector  of police, Mohammad Naim, -

station officer, Shahabad, District Har-
doi. The applicant in this application
lad tendered an apology to is Lord-
ship for fabricating and giving false
evidence in a criminal case in which
the accused could have been sentenced
to lifc  imprisonment if the offence
against him were proved. 7

His Lordship “very hesitatingly”

accepted the  apology and  observed: -

“Where every fish stinks, it is idle to
pick onc or two and say that these

only stink. I, therefore, discharge the

notice against Mohammad Naim.

“If I had felt that my lone cfforts
could clean this Augcan stable which
is the police force, I would not have
hesitated to wage this war single-hand-
¢d. I am on the verge. of retiremént and
taking such steps for two or three months

more would not make any difference. - -

“If the departmental heads would
only frown upon such conduct and sce
to it that an officer who bchaves like
this is not promoted, perhaps this ten-
dencey would stop, &t least to some
extent; but most of the superior offi-
cers close their eyes even when such
fabrications come to their knowledge,
connive at them by dosing their eyes if
not by actual encouragement.”

not be given ta the possibility of
substituting Devanagari with a
modern  script like the Roman
alphabet. Suc£ an accommodative
attitude from him would be a vast
change of outlook and it ma

prove relevant and useful if there”

could be something like a stay-
order against bigots who secret{v
£0ment things, sloganized as
Hindi Ilmperialism” or as “Bhay-
ya overlordism™ insidiousl 0-
moted for the worsenizg prof
domestic tensions. \
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CEILING ON URBAN INCOMES

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Thé provision for ceilings on urban
incomes in the election manifesto of the
Congress may tend to be obseured in

the mass of other details and become

comcealed by the provision that the pri-
vate sector will co-exist with the pubiic
segtor. , Co-existence for private interests
under an income ceiling of Rs, 3,600
'-.mnua{ly with the public sector—which

" sy tending to swallow everything—would

be that between flies and an clephant.
(Al individuals with incomes  higher
than Rs. 300 a month, who arc com-

peting for Congress tickets. for the clec-

tion, and the greater number who are

" hielping and financing the Congress, do

not appcear to have realized the threat
‘to their incomes if the Congress should
suceeed.

It is possible they are deluding them-
selves that the proposal for ceilings is
only an clection bait. They are forget-
“ting that ceilings on land came in the
same - way. Election .promises to the
majority of - voters. cannot be evaded,
and frequently have to be extended. In
any'-case, after ceilings have been fixed
for the rural population, numbering
82 per cent of the wvoters, ceilings on
other incomes are a logical extension.

It may be asked why the Govern-
“ment have delayed  the imposition  of
thiese ceilings, In the first place, before
the clections, the Congress could not
think of destroying : the higher income
groups which ‘will finance its candi-

- dates. Secondly, the Congress may have

“been waiting to sce the cconomic and
politicdl rosults . of ceilings on  rural

incomes, Thirdly, with the public sce-

tor failing so miscrably, to maintain its
targets, ecilings ,on the income of pri-
vate producers might have reduced sup-
plies to disastrous proportions, involv-
ing high prices and possibly unmanage-
‘able public resentment.  The position
may turn out to be different if the
Congress is returned in strength. The
inherently  communist pattern of the
Third Plan and the Communist leanings
of a section of the Congress . leader-
ship, which the Vijayawada Communist
Conference has decided to support as
their instrument, will conspire to make
urban incomes a subject of attack. The
‘examples of Ceylon and Cuba, which
have smoothly and quickly imposed
such ceilings, will disarm objections. It
is possible that in the beginning the
ceiling may be placed high, as in Cey-
lon but sooner than later, there will be
pressure to bring it in line with the
rural ceiling.

The general body of voters may wel-
come urban ceilings as a measure levell-
ing high incomes ncarer their own. It
will mot dawn on them that, even it
all incomes are made equal, the average
per head will be only Rs. 300 annu-
ally. It may be much less, if people
getting more now reduce their effort and
investment for lack of incentives, This
has been  exemplified in - communist
ceuntrics, at the moment jn China,
where the fall in production can only
be met by imports and gifts from other

countrics, Cuba and Ceylon also have |

shown that cven in a short tine grave
shortages follow ‘when the incentive of
retaining legitimate gains is destroyed.

Can State enterprise make up for the
private enterprise which it will reduce?
So far the record of our State enter-
prises is a dismal one, a return of only

7

half a per cent and shortfalls in produc-
tion of even key items like steel, coal,
power, transport. The record can only
become worse when  State  enterprise
will perforce have to undertake pro-
duction of consumer goods on which
private enterprise will slacken from the
imposition of income ceilings. State
enterprise may then try to cover its
failure by complete communism, as in
China, binding the people to work in
communes., - -

This evolution can he prevented, if
at this stage all those who wish to
keep any property they have, declare
against the Congress. Free enterprise
may have produced millionaires  but
coincidentally it has raised the common
people in a far greater measwre.  As
society increases its wants, it adds lo
cmployment and wages.  The Indian
society is not different from others. Even
if it believes more in austerity,  the
proper  course is to put ceilings on
spending aund not on  earning, which
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creates more investment and  employ-
ment. To reduce inequality and econo-
mic power, the only mechanism is ol
free competition, Since this has been
put out of action by licences and mo-
nopolies, the rich have become richer
and the poor poorer.

Ceilings have not been imposed in
free countries, because individuals with

SWARAJY A

capacity  casily replace those even at
the top who lack it Ceilings on wrhan
incomes, therefore, must be resisted by
al those who wish to e rewarded for
their enterprise and  work, Those ul-
ready rewarded should wot be led down
a precipice like sheep, even by a lea-
der like Nelvuw. The general  election,

therefore, imposes o responsibility on”

'S, 31-X$2

‘With a boy like mine to look after, you have your
hands full—full of washing, for instance, if you
_.want to keep him clean and smart.
‘Thank goodness I have SUNLIGHT. That rich
lather gets his clothes so clean. Only a pure soap
could wash like that—and with so little trouble.’

/S SO KIND TO CLOTI IES
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all those who care for themselves aud
their fumilios to oppose the Congress,

which I its declared policy of ceilings *

onincome is entering a course which
cane only end i communism. ‘Anyone
with any property, therefore, who fails
to retume an effective Opposition to the
Congress will be contributing to his own

suicide,
.

0

Mrs Kamala Wadhwani of
Flat No. 54, Bhagatsingh Mar-
ket, New Delhi, says: * There's
no soap like SUNLIGHT “for
washing.’ :

A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCT

*
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The principle of Swatantra has
triumphed it the roporte(} an-
nouncement of the Food Minister
about the immediate withdrawal
of scontrols on sugar prices and
restrictions  on  inter-State move-
ment and the restoration of free-
market conditions have no catch
concealed in what is called the
“system of controlled releases .to
States”.  The  fanatacism  with
which  Government  defends  a
purticnlar control is demonstrated
to be utter folly when the Gov-
crnment finally agrees to abplish
it. Much misery has been suffered
during  the control 1})('1'i(>(] for
which no one  can compensati,
Actually the Government when it
sets itself right, though helatedly,
gets kndos for “flexibility  of
approach™,

X

“No conference,  however dis-
tinguished its participants,  can
integrate: it can only churi up
the wellaworn laments, symptoms
and remedies. It is certain to ap-
prove, with acclamation, ,_the '(}('si-
rability of integration”.  Thus
wrote The Statesman ou the day
when the national integration con-
ference was sitting in New Delhi;
what was thus foretold has come
about.

Counflicts were started in every
ficld of production by the ruling
party, the more numerous section
being systematjeally  encouraged.
Promises were made to  plunder
the few and benefit the section
which had more votes to give.
Every language was given a little
king('l()m, so that the languages
and those who spoke them bhecame
arrogant in their respective areas
and instead of coming together,
as time and commerce and nature
inclined them to do, began to fall
apart and * quarrel. Minoritics,
pften the real cream of the popu-
lation, were treated as aliens and
soon began to feel they were really
alien. Thus has disintegration set
in. The causes Dbeing admitted,
these have to be treated.  Plati-
tudes cannot mend what policics
have brought about.

After  the above was  written
for the press it was good to read
the following wisc warning in the

~editorial of The Hindu:

The sceekers after national unity in
India would be pursuing a will-o’-the
wisp if they went after a monolithic
community of opinion, which is un-
thinkable in a country with so many
languages, creeds and  sects. Diffe-
rences of views and  divergence of
interest are the stull of an essentially
pluralist society like ours. The exist-
ence of these dilferences is not by
iteelf a calamity. What is really harm-
ful, not only to the unity of the
country, but cven to the long-term
interests and  prosperity of the diffe-
rent sectors themselves, is the man-
ner in which the conflict of interests
and the divergences in opinions are
sought to be resolved.

The farcical method of solving
all conflicts and difficulties by the
naive trick of simple addition is
being pursued by the  Congress
Partv:  English to be Associate
l&lll\‘;’ll‘.lg(‘ with Hindi and now
Devanagari to be Associate Seript
with the regional scripts. The na-
tional integration committee which
met at Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s resi-
dence  after a three-and-a-half
hour  discussion  ‘settled”  the
scheme of producing nnity by ap-
proving  Devanagari as the com-
mon  script of India. But M,
Sadiq Al assures people that the
seript of regional langnages will
function  alongside of  Devana-
gari. A three-legged race is the
general solation for all objections
to the fantastic proposals issuing
ont of the brains of compulsory
integrators. Perhaps we shall have
a  declaration soon issuing  that
Roman also may run alongside. It
two can be tied together why not
three? Children learn scripts very
casily, only adults object—this is
the doctrine.

*

I have no doubt whatsoever
that the Prime Minister’s confes-
sion of being “a little ashamed”
of collecting funds for the Con-
eress  Party attracted  universal
attention.  But  many important
and usually vocal organs have

OUR NEW RULERS

* VIGHNESWARA '
(N. RAGHUNATHAN)
Sccond serics of the Softo
Voce papers from Swatantra.
The first scries published as a
book with the title Sotto Voce
received universal praise for its
fearlessness, its brilliance of
style and prophetic political
insight.  Our New Rulers is of
cqually absorbing interest, It
has a new Preface on Con-
gress and Civil Liberties.
Pages 412

Ordinary Edition Rs. 5/-
Library Edition  Rs. 6/-

Postage Extra
Copics  available at Iliggin-
bothams, Head and Branch offi-
ces and book-stalls, as well as
{from the Publishers:
B. G. PAUL & CO.
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been  remarkably  silent, They
have desisted from making any
remarks about the event, perhaps
because they feel the less said
abont it the better. This hesitation
to touch what may redound to the
discredit of a beloved leader is
not  a  fulfilment of the proper
duties of the press which justly
claims many rights, on the basis
of those duties. However, it was
gratifying to see a very good and
effective cartoon in The Mail of
Madras and an editorial in the
Decean Herald vespectively draw-
ing attention to the amusing as-
peet of the Kanpur confession and
the moral to be drawn from it.
The Deccan Herald wrote edito-
rially: “Obviously it is improper.
It is bad enough that the Congress
Party with its powerful position
as the ruling party should be col-
lecting big amonnts from  com-
mercial - concerns, business mag-
nates and others for the party’s
fund, but if ministers and others,
including even the Prime Minis-
ter, go about collecting purses,
the morality of it must be termed
doubly worse.”

What has not been adequately
brought into public criticism is
that the Prime Minister who did
not intervene or prevent his party
from opposing and defeating the
amendment proposed in Parlia-
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ment to prohibit donations to
political parties by companies, and
who did not utter a word of pro-
test all these many months when
his party was very busy collecting
huge amounts from business mag-
nates, found reason to dislike
these donations only when he
learnt that a concern or two gave
donations to the Swatantra Party
also. He discovered his sense of
shame ‘only when help was given
for an Opposition party to grow
alongside of the Congress.  The
amusing part of the drama is that
he pocketed the purses given by
the Kapra Committee and others
even while he “felt a little asham-
ed” and confessed it. In fact he
went to Kanpur for that purposc.
The pity of the situation is that
these  business magnates  do not
scem to feel hurt at their donee
taking the money and at the same
time castigating them as pcople
without principles. :
*

It seems quite reliable news
(September 28) though coming
from Formosan agents, that Pck-
ing radio has warned the people
in North West China about ‘dense
~.and poisonous radio-active fall-out

coming from the Soviet Union and

that the people of Sinkiang pro-
vince are urged to evacuate, vehi-
cles and boats being provided by
* the ‘troops. This Sino-Soviet epi-
'sade . in. the history of radio-active
fall-out is not merely of political-
interest, which 'is relatively  of
minor importance. It is a warn-
ing as to whatmay happen if this
race in tests and threats goes on
acquiring momentum. The radio-
active fall-out cannot’ be met by
mere evacuation as in the case of
plague or other such bacterial dis-
~ ease. There is no escape from the
catastrophes of genetic deteriora-

“tion produced by radio-active
‘poison and no localization can be

organized against it.. When the

two blocs find their own people’s
health seriously jeopardized, by

the winds of nature accentuating -~

their . own poisonous activities,
perhaps wisdom ‘and good con-
duct may arrive sooner.
' ‘ L '

It is a good sign that The Hinduy,
-has taken up the cause of the
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unfortunate people of Indian origin
in Ceylon who insist that they
are citizens of that islund, hav-
ing been born there and having
no other home to go to, but who
still are treated by the  Ceylon
Governmment as not belonging to
Ceylon and who are :
orphans, so to say, with neither
Ceylon nor India to accept them
as citizens. These Stateless fami-
lies are children and grand-child-
rcn of the pioneers who, decades
ago, were taken to (I("v]()n to toil
among the jungles to make them
into  plantations.  These  planta-
tions maintain the budget of the
present Ceylon Government. Sure-
ly, it is agaiust all  natural
and international justice to throw
the burden on  these  persons
individuu”y to prove a  nega-
tive, viz., that they are not illicit
immigrants.  But this is exactly
what is being done now. The Cey-
lon Government should end this
scandal as carly as possible. Ins-
tead, it seems to be its plan now
to shut out the scope for employ-
ing these families in the planta-
tions by decrecing an  exclusive
quota for people of Sinhalese full-
blood. This inhuman plan  of
starving out the “Stateless™ peo-
ple is a problem of which
the intermational organ of the
world  should take immediate

notice and prevent genocide.

*

Cement prices are to be raised,
as if they were not high enough al-
rcady. The actual procuring price
is even now much greater than
the officially fixed price.

A government which is in finan-
cial straits consequent. on its
squander-plans, and which has
snatched total power over the eco-
nomy of production and distribu-
tion of all commodities, must he
expected to -raise money in this
way by lifting up the prices of
every commodity that is widely
consumed. Cement goes into

house-building ‘now even in the-

poorest villages. So the Welfare
State wishes to levy an indirect

tax thereon too.
C.A.

therefore”
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KRIPALANI ON
INTEGRATION

Acharya Kripalani in the course
of a statement on national integra-
tion says:

After World War II, West Germany
had a new national purpose. It was to
reconstruet the political and economic
life of the country, after its almost
complete ruin and disintegration during
the War, It was also to establish demo-
cracy in the knd, The Germafis have
pursued  their aims with single-mindid
devotion, The result is that West Ger-
many has made phenomenal advancee in
the ceonomic ficld even without “plan-
ning. To any visitor {rom outside it
would appear that Gesmany has not lost
but won  the war.

L) L] °

Linguistic controversics, of which we

knew  nothing  before  Independence
have come up now and have often led
to riots, resulting in murder, loot, arson,
and other crimes against person  and
property, embittering  feelings  hetween

the majority and the minority linguistic .

groups, professing the same  religion.
These controversics, actively helped by
the politicians of all parties and the
cducated, still continue and there seems
to he no end in sight.

° ' ° Y

It is doubtful whether most -of those

who  have been writing and  talking
abont national integration are not them-
selves involved in encouraging sectional
interests. Some. political  parties,” which
are outwardly non-communal and who
usually are at the root of communal
troubles, have become ardent adyocates
of “national’ integration™,

o s s

We  have provided no noble
purpose to our people which would
impel them to work and if need be to
make sacrifice and march on to a bri-
ghter future, We have also missed . el
opportunities to canalise their righteous
indigination  and  anger against  the
violations of the integrity and safety
of our country. It is no wonder that
the people find themselves confused and
sce no light. Unless, thercfore, we pro-
vide a fitting ‘purpose to our people to
work and labour for, Whatever efforts

- we make for the integration of the

country will be of no avail. The sup-
reme problem, therefore, iy whether we
shall continue to behave as we have
been doing for the last several years or
take stock of our failures in the past and
give a new direction to the national
cfforts and inspire the people with a
new faith and a new hope.

’

’
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STATESMANSHIP OR SHOWMANSHIP ?
- By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Leaders of different
parties and schools of thought and
eminént . men from. .all walks of  life
recently assémbled in conferemce, at
the .Prime’ Minister’s instance, to con-
U sider 'ways and means, if not to con-

_cert “measures,  for combating  and
“eurbing all fissiparous tendencies and
. disintegrating factors in our corporate
ife,, . lest national unity and  sccurity
'.‘slloi,l_ld be (further) gravely imperilled.

Most of the declegates were so much
Jooking up to  Mr. Nchru when they
were on their feet that they had not
the “guts” to say auything that might
wound his susceptibilitics.  In such an
atmosphere it was something to  be
thankinl for, that there was some plain
talking. Mr. Kripalani spoke of the con-
ference as that of “old siuners™;  Mr.
Frank Authony made a devastating
attack on regional communalism; Mr.
C. D. Deshmukh referred Yo the neced
of attaching at least some Importance

' to the tone and quality of the Govern-
ment; from the gubernatorial order

" rose Dr. Zakir Hussain, to make some
extrémely  unorthodox obscrvations on
the current political practice of exploit-
.ing caste and sub-caste for party cnds,
rather too uuabashedly. Some thrusts
had indeed goue home while there was
an ostentatious effort on the part of
the ‘prime movers of the conference to
take it all in good humour as suited
the hour.

Rajaji  alone would have . had the
courage to tell the conference that all
this exuberance ahout national - disin-
tegration, however praiseworthy, would
be of little or no avail so long as the
Government by its policies and the Con-
gress by its practices, continucd to let
loose on the country the very forces of
disintegration  and division which_they
are out to scatter and slay with their
cuchanted swords, Non® else could go
thus far.

Junius wonders if the worthies who
assembled at the  Dclhi Conference
could tell Mr. Nehru anything that he

. had not alrcady known. It was not for
want of his knowledge that caste was
made the criterion for the adoption of
candidates for the different constitu-
encies while all the time the talk was
about caste-less society. So long as it
puts the premium on victory at the
polls, rather than how clections are

won, the Congress cannot—for the mat-
L]

ter of that, no political party can—
afford to talk big about the cvils of

caste-ism.

It was amusing to find the Congress
President and some of his colleagues
parading  themselves on the  politieal
stage as hot gospellers of the secular
ideal and  inspired - exponents of na-
tional integration. Not cven Mr. Nehrao
is particularly convincing when he talks
of selecting the best men for the clee-
tions, because of the glaring hiatus bet-

ween his personal reactions and  party

preferences. His recent explosion about
Zamindarles” inside the Congress and
threat to have every doubtful congress-
man thrown out of the Congress, “like
a fly in the milk”, will not upset many
congressmen  as  they know fully well
that if Mr. Nehru means what he says,
he has to throw out, not merely the
fly but all the milk, which he cannot
simply afford to do,

Mr. Nehru's vehement declarations in

Lucknow on his recent visit to  the
city arc reminiscent  of Mr. (later
Earl) Baldwin’s addresses to the Conser-

vative Party. “I have no use,” said the -

then  British  Prime Minister, on one
occasion, “in any party that I lead, for
waverers, for grousers, or for people
with cold fect. The sooner they find
some camp where their spifitual hone

is, the hetter.” In the same strain, Mr.

Nehru talks to his partymen, but then
they are all there as if all this has not
mattered and he is there too, at their
head,  For, in his view there is no

other political party which has either

the “resources, strength or proper atti-
tude” as the Cougress, and no other
leader who can ensure jts success at
the polls. So, whatever be the party’s
limitations or his own cphemeral irvi-
tations, he is highly gratificd that the
Congress will hold the fort, with him
as the standard-bearer.

It is only when he turns to other
partics that he loses his patience. The
Jan Sangh and other Hindu bodies
hurt his sensitive, sccular  sentiment,
The Communist Party in India has no
revolutionary  thinking left and is just
static and stale. The Swatantra Party is
something so out-moded that he cannot
simply make out how it has at all come
into being. On it he can only pour
ridicule:  “The Swatantra Party is a
good decorative picce and after some
time it can be removed to a muscum”.

1

Articles published in Swarajyva,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole or in part,
with or without acknowledgment.

; .
" The  world’s museums in the long
process of history can indeed absorb
many a show-picce while, transitorily,
shownumnship -has “its uses. Across the
international  chaneelleries the  question
has  already arisen  whether for  sheer
showmanship - or salesmanship there is
now anything comparable to Indian lea-
dership, Anyddy a museum should dis-
turh  one’s cequanmimity  less than  the
Moving Finger!
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Would You
Colour Water
To Prevent

The Adulteration Of Milk?

‘IF milk is adulterated with water, you would find fault with the milk-supplier—
not the authority that provides thc water! Nor would you suggest that
'colour be added to water to check the malpractice!

Yet, in a parallel case, where ghce
is adulterated with vanaspati, sonie
people agitate for the colouration of
vanaspati.

Ghee is adulterated by unscrupulous persons
with a wide variety of substances...not with
vanaspati alone! Even if the misusc of vanas- i, N
pati could be checked, by colouration or cther = S;:::l;s"t:;néu
device, mineral oils and animal carcass fats ;
would still be available to the adulterator. And
these are impure, obnoxious and oflen injuri-
ous to human health!

Two Ways to Check Adulteraticn

It is therefore meaningless to colour vanazpaid,
especially when there are two highly praciical
ways of checking ghee adulteration:

VANASPATI-LIKE FATS
ARE USED THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD

Albania Algeria Argentina Australasia Austria
Belgium Brazil British East Africa Bulgaria
Burma Canada Central African Federation
Czechoslovakia Denmark Ethiopia Finland1
France E. & W. Germany Greece Hungary
India Iran Iraq Ireland Israel ltaly Japan
Libya Malaya Mexico Morocco Netherlands
Nigeria Norway Pakistan Poland Portugal
Rumania Saudi Arabia Sweden Switzerland
Turkey Union of South Africa U.S.S.R.)
U.A.R. UK. U.S.A. Yemen ngoslavil.!

1. By packing ghee in sealed containers—the
practice followed for vanaspati and other
foods, like milk in some cities.

2. By enforcing the pure food laws adequotely,
more rigorously. There can be no half-
‘measures with the nation’s health at stake!

For more information, please write to;—

‘The Vanaspati Manufacturers® Association of India )
India House, Fort Street, Bombay

‘2
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THE APATHY OF THE EDUCATED
"By M. A. VENKATA RAO

In India after the advent of Indepen-
dence we have a distressing  spectacle
of what may be called the failure of the
educated, pacticularly in the political
ficld. “We pride ourselves on inheriting
a high level of conscience  illumined
by Vedantic or transcendental truths,
Our ecducated classes  are  certainly
aware ofsthe highest moral values in the
ideas of dharma. The failure in politics
that is noticeable concerns the failure
to live by the light of dharma whose
guidance is open to eveary  educated
person. It is an inheritance cominon
to all classes—from the ignorant villa-
ger through the craftsman to the lite-
rwry or philosophical persons, whether
his training has lain through  Sanskrit
learning  or through the modern Artg
and Sciences.

I have heard evnical remarks from
educated persons during the Jast elec-
tions and very often since then regard-
ing the duty of voting and of taking
trouble to study the programmes and
personalities  of  different  parties  in
order to vote intelligently. They say:
“All parties are the swme in the nd,
They all seek sclfish power and other
advantage. Election promises are made
only to be hioken, T have never voted
and will not now vote for any party.
Please do not trouble me. As for corrup-
tion, power does corrupt everyone. New
partics will start the same process over
again and  extract the utmost benefit
possible by way of jobs, trade licences,
perquisites and so on for themselves
and their party-men and friends and
rclatives. ‘Spoils to the victor® is a rule
as much applicable to party politics and
democracy as to war and conquest”. In
fact it is the poorer and more ignorant
classes of voters that show some con-
scientiousness in - exercising their fran.
chise. They line up behind their lea-
ders, particularly trade union  ofRicials
and communist cadres and  wait” long
hours in aueue at the polling booth,
The cducated person is too disdainful
to exercise his vote, As a matter of
fact, he has an inferiority complex and
takes it out on,the party canvassers by
his brusque and cven insulting refusal.
L]

The educated person forgets that it s
his social duty to instruct illiterate per-
sons and others about the obligations
of the citizens to vote. In Orissa only
33 per cent of the electors are reported
to have exercised their franchise, And
the Congress was returned to power by
polling 43 per cent of this 35 per cent.

s

In addition to the primary duty of
voting, the educated person, in what-
cever walk of life he may be placed,
should take his share in the widespread
and mavny-sided  communication  that
goes on day after day in democratic
society through all the media of pub-
licity—newspapers,  paunphlets, public
meetings,  private  discussions  and
casual conversations in the streets and
buses. He should make some effort to
understand  the meaning and  implica-
tions and drift of idcas like socialism,
fundamental  rights, communism, libe-
ralism. On the other hand, our edu-
cated class is remarkable for an casy-
going latitudinarianis, taking  things
ciasy. heing content with the superficial
meanings o be  gathered in current
reference without trouble and  without
analysis.

The extreme paucity of persons even - T A %
I YO T gjv -hose of integration and stability,

in the political field—ministers, mem-
bers  of the  legislatures—and  among
members of the bar and other profes-
sions, including even teachers who

13

nave a clear and accurate notion of
socialism and communism, and  even
of dharma as applied to these subjects
(apart  from traditional  applications
embodied in customs), is a condemna-
tion of the educated class. India is
passing (or being pushed through) vast
social  changes—the  renaissance, the
reformation, the counter-reformation, the
political  individualist revolution  and
the socialist  revolution, the industrial
revolution, the labour movement, the
agrarian - revolution,  scepticism, mate-
rialism, nihilism as well as a feeble
revival of Vedantic spiritualism and of
social reform. The present Nehru poli-
cies sum up and spearhead these inner
movements  and relate them to  the
urgent cconomic and political  interests
of all classes. But in the absence of a
widespread  discussion of the ideas in-
volved on the part of the bulk of tho
educated on a fresh basis of first prin-
ciples, the mental climate is confused.

| The result is that forces of disintegra-

tion are overwhelmingly stronger than

Numhers count, The numbers taking

‘Wpart in the intellectual life of the times

even on an imitative basis are too few
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to form an elfeetive Teaven and raise
an indigenous elite. So India is being
swept by waorld forces willy-nilly — to
unknown and unforsceable  destinatipn.
The way in which the new biils about
additions to the eriminal and electoral
luws Dringing many new offences (or
old offences in new forms) under the
criminal law with no discussion yorth
the name in the public press and plat-
form is a startling example of the poli-
tical  failure of the educated.  The
oflences mentioned  are so vague that
anvthing  disliked by the althorities
could be used against party opponents.
The whole question of national inte-
vgration was disposed of in the context
of criminal law, as if integration (which
is  prinarily a process of  cmotional
assimilation  based  on  goodwill  and
friendliness and  common  feclings  for
the nation) could he achieved by punish-
ing one side—the more national groups
to pacify the less national, if not anti-
national groups! This is a scandal from
the point of view of intelligence  and
nmationalism or social fraternity.

Yet another failure of the educated
stems from their excessive conformism.
Too few of the educated care to ex-
press themselves in public if such ex-
pression runs counter to views known to
be favoured by authority.

The charismatic leadership, the debi-
litating worship  of leaders as avatars
is still clogging the development of an
honest mental climate. This is due to
the failure of the educated to set a
hetter example, It is the task of the
cducated to set standards by their own
reflection based on their own experi-
ence. But we prefer to take our stand-
ards (even yet) from  abroad—if not
from Britain, then from Russin, So we
ving hollow, both to oursclves and to
others, The masses _ cannot respond to
hollow men. Indian tradition has al-
ways asked for a rigid and ruthless
correspondence of thought, word and
action, for the realization of ideals in
personal lives without which it has re-
fuso(! to accord respect. The post-Inde-
pendence  leadership—ARrst and second
ranks-—has failed by this test.

The distressing way in which edu-
cated men appeal to the caste sentiment,
to communal feeling, to cupidity (of
money or jobb or trifde licence) has

been the prime source of the corruptipn

that is vitiating public life today in our
midst. In a word, the educated—of
course with the ‘exception’ of a micros-
copic  numher—have sinned against
the light by misusing every opportunity
of exploitation or by silent approval of
exp!oitation or by a deadly, mert
cynicism.
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SwaRrajya welcomes comments

matters Sf general public interest.

:  PANCHAYATS RALLY IN MADRAS and criticioms by readets. om

Sir,—-ft is announced in the Press that
Prime Minister Nehru is to address a
mecting of the Presideants of Pancha-
yat Boards in the State, about 15,000
persdns  taking part in that  mecting.
The cxpenditure from the  panchayat
funds .will be (on an average) Rs. 50/-
per head  amounting to Rs. 7,50,000/-
besides othe cost of the pandal, cte,
which will amount to at least another

Rs. 2 lakhs.

How can this cxpenditure . of ncarly

Rs. 10 lkhs be justified just on the
eve of the elections except to serve as

can indirect way to canvass votes for

the Congress Plan using the personality
of 8ri_ Nchru and by {lattering the villa-
gers with a free trin to Madras? It is an
improper way  to steal a march over
other political  parties,

Sri Nehru has said that Government
servants failed to vote for the Congress
in Dethi clections, Is this meeting in-
tended  to morally  bind  the  vil-
ke presidents  to vote  for  the
-Congress, - counteracting the pos-
sibility of  Government  servants  vot-
ing against the Congress? Tf not, the
meeting should be abandoned. If a G.O.
is published that these people wilk have
to attend the mecting at their own cost,
it will be a proper rod to measure their
love for the Plan.

Triplicanc Sancu  GANESAN

AT WHOSE EXPENSE?

Sir,—The Principal of a Govermment
College in the city anmounced  three
weeks ago that the mid-term holidays
of the college would begin on the 18th
September and  that the college would
reopen on Oct. 8. Even before the
terminal examinations began the Prin-
cipal made another announcement that
the holidays would commence only on
the 5th October and end on the 18th
October, This change was not support-
ed by any academic reasons—it any
rate none were mentioned in the an-
nouncement.

We  learn, however, that  political
reasons are behind the change—that the
Congress Govarnment in power is pro-
posing to hold a conference of pancha-
Pats in the city and that the college
premises are to be used for a variety
of purposes in connection with it. We
learn also that Pandit Nehru is address-
ing this conference.

We would like to know whether the
Cengress Party is so blind to the pro-
prieties of the matter as to cause this

L]
!u\’\j"l. [ |

In view of the size of the journal, -

measureless  inconvenience to the stu-
dents for the sake of paity or political

: ! 300 words.
purposes. Surcly the Pauchayat people

however, letters should not exceed
—Editor -

can be accommodated in the Legislators’
hostels, in the ample grounds of Gov-
ernment House  estate and  elsewhere
in the Guindy Government Howse estate,

to be incurred by Government in that
conmection? The visit, even we students

Is there behind all this show an at-
tempt  to find oflicial justification  for
Pandit Nehru's visit and the expenses

know, is for purely Congress Party pur-
poses and boosting. Is this the example
that our leuders want us to copy?

Madras A STUDENT
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Have you ever in your own
person experienced the joy of
doing the right thing without car-
ing about results, success or
failure, which in the Gita is called
Yoga? You will experience this
delight if you do your own little
best in the battle against a purse-
proud power-intoxicated party.
Vote for the Swatantra Party and
thereby withdraw your vote from
the Congress at the next elections
if you disapprove of confiscation
of honestly acquired property and
hate injustice. Do not sit despair-
ingly if you despise fraud, such as
is practised when Government
confiscates property, pretending to
give compensation for it. You
should reduce the Congress by at
least one vote—which is in your
power. If you in your heart dislike
the Congress Party helping per-
sons of its choice 4o amass easy
wealth in partnership with the
party, by giving them a monopoly
in some business which it pretends
to ‘regulute’,.condemn the practice
by withdrawing your vote from

* thet party. If you want this per-

mit-licence-quota raj to disappear
you should make up your mind
not to keep that desire secret, but
make your displeasure known by
refusing to cast your vote for the
Congress and giving it to the Swa-
tantra Party.
@

Are you thinking it would be
good for the people if prices go
down and taxes are less? Then
you should know for whom you
should not vote. Your vote to the
Congress would mean you want
the prices to soar and the taxes to
grind. The Congress will get votes
by rousing class hatred and mak-
ing false promises to a gullible
people. But do not add your vote
to it. C

If you disapprove of India
becoming a hopeless debtor end-
ing in bankruptey and desire that
India should maintain her Gan-
dhian self-respect and hold her
head high, then you should be
among those who cast their votes
for the Swatantra Party. Your
duty is to do ‘what you can and
not get frightened by thinking how
successful the Congress is with
people who can be deceived. It
will not add to your glory or peace
of mind to be among those who
have allowed themselves to lose
their will-power and surrendered
themselves to the hypuotist. Do
not become' an unwilling party to
take India one step further to-
wards totalitarianism, :

The appeal of the Congress is
founded on its Plan—the Plan
with 15 years behind it and 15
years or more in front of it. This

totalist Plan is ambitious and at
the same time fatally linked to a
supply of foreign aid. It depends
on others for capital equipment
and for sustaining the whole eco-
nomy. Foreign aid depends, what-
cver may be said to the contrary,
on the continuing life of the cold
war without bursting into actual
war. Daily we hear Mr. Nehru’s
voice warning us against hot war,
if not actually foretelling it. If war
breaks out by accident or by pro-
vocation, what happens to the
Plan? Tt would then, heyond
doubt, be a sad wreckage. Let our
non-alignment bhe a genuine,
brave, though humble attitude.
Let us not get hopelessly entangl-
ed in a net of assistance from the
parties to the cold war. Let us
arrange to survive any mess out-
side. From this point of view our
ambitious plans are futilities and
unwise adventures. The whole of
the Congress appeal is linked to
this Plan and its Achilles’ heel.

Dharma should be restored to
its traditional position in the
minds of men and women in India.
We should not look on impotently
when it is being overwhelmed by
money-hunger. Here is a non-
Dharma party overwhelming the

‘eulture and the traditions of India.

Whatever others may do, you
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should vote for Dharma and the
freedom of the soul. Do not vote
for a party that secks to make
Govermment  the total master  of
every citizen’s affairs, killing the
spirit of COmMPasSion and  extin-
guishing all private charity, in
favour of a leviathan-State.

The Congress leadership aims at
complete conformity of feelings and
heliefs as well as external beha-
viour. 1t aims at an all-devouring
totalism of which totalitarian se-
cular authority is a chapter.
Against this is ranged the Swatan-
tra movement. The Swatantra
Party’s work and success or failure
this year form but the prelimi-
nary of an 'emanciputory, deter-
mined movement that must go on
without ceasing until freedom is
established. The coming 1962 elec-
tion is but the beginning of the
battle against Congress’s totalism,
Be a pioncer in the battle and
cast your vote for Swatantra.

It matters little if there are athe-
ists, if some among the people do
not believe in the soul but think

the body is everything, But it mat- -

ters- a great deal if the Govern-
ment of a country is run by a'lea-
dership that ignores and denies
the soul and acts on the footing
that the body is the one and only
thing that matters. If you want
government to be in the hands of
people who Dbelieve, like the
Hindus, the. Muslims, the Parsis,
the Sikhs, the Christians and the
Jews, in an- eternal spiritual ele-
ment to which the name of soul or
atman is given, and of which the
kody is a tool, stand up against
the Congress and - support ' the
Swatantra Party. Do not be de-
‘ceived by the tall talk of a party
that has only the cloak of Gan-
dhism and has rejected its vital
principles and gone over comple-
tely to Lenin and communism.

There can be no nation if the
individual is robbed of his
strength and his “confidence by
a ruling clique, a closed shop,
which uses its position to build
perfanent domination for itself.

We siist re-make freedom by dis-.

Todging this cligue.

/
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PAKISTAN FORCES IN CONGO
By POTHAN JOSEPH

To give some clarity in advance
to subscquent  remarks, 1 begin
with a longish extract from the
columns of Datwn of Karachi pnb-
lished carly in August and sent to
me for study.

A 300.man contingent of the Pakis-
tan  Army  left for  Dar-es-Salam
(East  Africa) by sea yesterday en
route to the Congo 1o join the United
Nations Forces.

This is the sccond Army  comtin-
gent from Pakistan to proceed to the
Congo and will be relieving the first
contingent which has been there for
a vear. The first contingent is sche-
duled to return to Pakistan  within
the next few weeks.

The Congo-bound  contingent  was
given a touching send-off at the time
of its departure by troopship  Gen.
R. M. Blatchford of the United
States. The Navy and Army bands
which were present at Keamari docks
played ~ martial music and  popular
tunes as the officers and men of the
contingent,  dressed in smart khaki
vuniforms, boarded the troopship in

"an impressive single-line formation; .

Brig: Sultan Mobhammad, Chief of

the Joint Secretariat, addressing the
contingent, emphasized the signifi-
cance and importance of its “Mission
of Peace.”. He said Pakistan was
very proud of the part being played
by its forces in the cause of World
Peace. Brig Sultan Mohammad for-
mally inspected the contingent as it
- was drawn up in two ranks. He later
went on. board the troopship to see
the arrangements for its journey tu
Africa. The contingent raised slo-

- gans of “Pakistan Zindabad” before
proceeding on board,

The present Congo-bound contin-
ment consists of detachments from
the Ordnance Corps and the Army
Service Corps, commanded respect-
ively by Major Abdul Aziz and. Major
Asghar Ali. - The advance party of
the contingent commanded by Lt-

Col. M. Shafi of the Ordnance left ~

by air about two weeks ago.

I had never known that a 500-
man contingent of the Pakistan
Army had left for service amongst
the United Nations forces on the
business of putting things to rights
in the Congo. The first contin-
gent, we have been told, has been

‘there for a_year from which it.
might be infetred that the. Pakis:

tani expedition landing, no donbt
in response  to the  requisition of
the late  Secrctary-General,  had
synchronised with the dvspntch.nf
5,000 Indian soldiers nnder Briga-,
dier Raja. That no endorsement by
the Law Minister was obtained as
in India ex post facto casts yo re-
flection on  deficient  democratic
practice in Pakistan. It docs not
affect procedure since Ficld Mar-
shal Ayab Khan is the Paramount
Power, and he could take the de-
cision without any (|uulms about
the issue whether a President who
is also Commander-in-Chicf of a
country should always tukc‘ th(-
initiative.  All such “hair-splitting
argument may be laid aside in the
light of the objective fact that
Pakistan is also in the picture, al-
though from the angle of Indian
news-coverage  hardly  anything
has been made of the coincidence
involved through the joint-defence

- launched by the UNO in the ex-

Belgian colony which is still en-
tertaifing the services of “mer-
cenaries”. The first Pakistan con-
tingent after a year’s non-merce-
nary service abroad returned
nearly a week in advance of the
700 jawans who landed in Bom-
bay on relief, to be greeted by the
Mayor of Bombay and jubilant
crowds. That only 500 soldiers
constituted  the Pakistani  unit

whereas India contributed 5,000 -

jawans should not be construed in
favour of India, since on the popu-
lition-test the statistics division
of the Planning Commission must
concede that India contains 438
millions as compared with ‘the
census-returns of Pakistan. Such
finicky calcul#tions should have.
no place in valuing morale.

I have a shrewd notion that
when Rajeshwar Dayal was chosen
as the late Secr'etary-General’s

personal representative in éha&’e“ .

of the Congo operation, Pakis

too must have been consulted if
only to ensure that any mutual
thrust of spokes in the wheel is
not put according to lamentable
custom. Mr. Dayal as India’s High

Commissioner in Pakistan, turned

(. . L]
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out to be a warm personal friend
of President Ayub Khan, a link
with  pre-Partition esteem. All
things  put together there could
he no  occasion for  disharmony
between the two  salients from

‘neighbourly countries still given to
boundary-friction. It is not India -

alone sending contributory expe-
ditions to the Congo for interpret-
ing what the Charter calls “UNO
Presgnce”; there have been fight-
ing bands under different colours,
Afro-Asian in composition, Wes-
terners  keeping out of the anti-
Belgian developments after the
Royal decree of King Badauin
had’ legally come into force for
sctting the people of the Congo at
liberty with the option of parlia-
mentary government. Patrice Lu-
mumba as Leftist revolutionary
“hailed” for Russian aid, a step
which set the tragic drama going.
Dag  Hammarskjoeld ticked off
Russian arrivals, denying them the
amenity of landing at airports; and
they went off in a huff disowning
the Secretary-General and swear-
ing by the Troika-doctrine that
in the operations of any interna-
tional force despatched in the
name of the UNO, in future, the
resolution of February 21 em-
powering the UNO fighters to usc
“force at the last resort, if neces-
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sary” bound the discipline of the
Pakistan contingent as well. It may

be remembered that when India.

complied with the project of over-
scas-expedition, she put down the
condition that the juwans landing
at Leopoldville should not be
scattered all over the African re-
gion, but should be held together
in ‘apportionment of duties, It is
likely that the Pakistan contingent
had a similar privilege of func-
tioning together, free from home-
sickness and the strain of exile
camping. All in this plan of bring-
ing parliamentary self-government
into force must be credited with
solidarity of what may be called
the “emotional integration” be-
hind the enterprise; but from
the range of publicity involved
through bias, amongst the tribes,
India appeared to be in the fore-
front, compelling that efficient
civil servant Mr. Dayal to go back
under intrigue to his Pakistan joh
as High Commissioner to resume
his interrupted task of reducing
Indo-Pakistan tension.

If India appears to have taken
a very large amount of space in
the headlines, there is the fact
that India sent the largest contin-
gent whereas Ethiopia, now boost-
ed as a major element, had sent
only a very small air force. No

o
o

blame should be ascribed fo Haile

Selassie since he had a domestic
revolt at home where rebels are
hanged in public as a warning.

One is reminded of the fable
about the Giant and the Dwarf
in their battle against the Fierce
Demon, when one contemplates
the obvious fact that India “spear-
headed” the attack on mercenaries
in the Congo and the Tshombe
faction. In that nursery story the
Giant (in this case the majority
of foreign countries furnishing
volunteers in the Congo) pushed
the Dwarf forward for heroic ac-
tion. After each combat, the
Dwarf returned minus one limbh
but cheered by the Giant for his
prowess. Ultimately it occurs to
the Dwarf that the Giant had not
partaken of the risk of the fight
in any adequate ratio. Really for
the Congo fight, if it is to be re-
sumed after cease-fire until all the
Tshombe forces are exterminated,
a smaller burden should be as-
signed to India. If we are send-
ing Canberra jets, surely other
participants in the alliance could
also hire out aircraft in propor-
tion, especially regard being gad
for the late  Secretary-General’s
undertaking that the cost of action
would be ultimately paid in U.S.
dollars.
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

At the National Integration
Conference, Acharya Kripalani re-
marked that there were prece-
dents in Congress history when
they used to hold ‘Unity Confe-
rences’ and ‘All Parties  Confe-
rences’, hurriedly summoned in
the wake of Hindu-Muslim riots
or gruesome occurrences like the
Chauri-Chauwra  tragedy — which
stirred leaders into the conscious-
ness of their responsibility flowing
from internal discords. He had, no
doubt, that the breakdown of law
and order in Jabalpore, Assam and
other places had panicked Con-
gress leaders into the staging of
a demonstration under a new
name ‘national integration’. It is
estimated that in the last fourteen
years of Congress rule, there have
been more firings than in the ear-
lier period of Congress agitation—
a charge statistically urged by the
Jan Sangh party.

& L ]

As on past occasions the “na-
tional representatives” were hand-
picked in the Prime Minister’s
office and there were curious gaps
and odd selections which did not
escape notice. Any observer could
without eye-strain discern election-
strategy in the move, though
camouflaged as a disinterested
measure to consolidate the nation
rather than to fortify the ruling
party under a facade of consent.

In the intervals of the open ses-
sion, Chief Ministers’ conferences
were being held behind the veil
under the chairmanship of the
Prime Minister with phenomenal

energy enabling the exeeative to
cevaliate the conrse of discussion
so that in the end when questions
hike the ‘Code of Conduct’ were

being streamlined and a Standing’

Committee of 37 was  approved,
the entire  power of nomination
was reserved as the prerogative
of the Prime Minister. There is
no  clected  sector. During  the
crowded hours, problems of in-
terest to the Congress High Com-
mand were also in discussion sul)
rosa so that unity in  dynamic
action could be maintained in the
next quarter witnessing the gene-
ral election campaign. All the pro-
Congress forees were obviously to
concentrate themselves on the vot-
ing masses with dramatic cffect.
When under the stress of bewil-
derment in Amritsar and its appre-
hended  aftermath, some back-
benchers whispered about a short
postponement of the Bihar ses-
sion, it was promptly S?uc]che(l
by President Sanjiva Reddy who
took off to Madurai, where rehear-
sals had been arranged along with
the formal ceremony of endorsing
the Congress manifesto  already
drafted by the Prime Minister.
Patterns of guided democracy ap-
pearing in many newly-liberated
countries arc virtually being built
up in India though without any
change in the name-plate. For ins-
tance, President Sukarno adininis-
ters guided democracy upon the
advice of 24 colleagues nominated
by himself.. In substance, the
parallelism is repeated in India
in the eyes of several people, at
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home and abroad, who look for
the essence of things beneath the
surface aud are not beguiled® by
the carcase-featnres of democracy.
o (] L]

Actually the resolution contain-
ing the three-language formula
adopted by the National Integra-
tion Conference  amidst  North
Indian  murnus could  only be
tentative.  becanse  the origin:l]
committee  chaired by  Indira
Gandhi had appointed what is
called  “a high-powered  body
under Dr. Snmpurnmmnd \vh(? dis-
closed that only the preliminary
stage had been reached in their
enquiry, and that it would take a
pretty long time to produce a re-
port,' after an all-India tour to
ascertain the impact of teaching
in Hindi right from the primary
stage upto  the university-level.
Nevertheless, the Hindi diehards
did not seem conciliatory, and it
is remarkable that at Madurai the
proposal was revived that the
scripts of all Tanguages in India
should consist of Hindi characters.
Mr. Nehirn over-ruled the move
right in the heart of Tamilnad,
where such a sweeping project
tampering  with  the alphabet
would be preposterous. The ut-
most that Mr. C. Subramaniam,
rated high by the Prime Minister,
could do was that ¢he Devanagari
script  also  might exist without
prejudice to the use and study of
English as an associate-language
until  Hindi displaces all other
speech in the long run. How long
the run would take, canuot be
specified. ’

9 L] L

Mr., K. M. Munshi who paid a
compliment to the Prime Minister
and was tersely told by Mr, Nehrn
that he accepted compliments gk .
his own valuation, put forward the
pragmatic view describing lin-
guism as “the most powerful ex-
plosive force” in the country today.
Mr. K. M. Munshi pointed out the
importance of the English langw-
age as an integrating force. He

13
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said: “The national consciousness
of the country was the result of
the last fifty or hundred years of
Englizh education. The psycholo-
gical unity of the English-educat-
ed men from  the universitics
forged the collective will for free-
dom. The greatest danger to the
conntry today was that this psy-
chalogical unity was being under-
mined, mainly because of the
regionalization of the media of
cducation in the universities.”

Whilst the vital issue is in in-
choate suspense, invidious efforts
are in progress for the freeze-ont
of non-Hindi clements in the pub-
lic services. A Bombay correspon-
dent, who gives the warling in a
letter to the press, says:

At present the syllabus for the
LAS.  examination is so  balanced
that almost all the candidates for this
examination have to study at least one
new  subject, The  introduction  of
Iindi as onc of the optional subjects
is not justifiable because candidates
whose  mother-tongue is Iindi can
now offer their own mother-tongne as
an optionl subject instead of having
to study a new subject.

Further, the introduction of IHindi
as a medium of this  examination,
which is now under consideration, is
bound to prejudice the chances of
success of candidates educated in the
English medium. One thevefore hopes
that the Government will maintain
the status quo until the country is
ready for a change.

o ° o

Even after officiating as the
honest broker, JIndia has to exer-
cise patience in the expectation
that Kennedy and  Khrushchov
would meet. When Mr., Nehru is
in America, he will continue in
the role of the honest broker, not
the kerbstone tout who promotes
deals unlike the licensed broker
accustomed to practise honesty.
When Philip the Fair was on the
throne of France claiming the vast
wealth of the Templars against
Pope Boniface plotting for all

irch-property, the ’twain would
never meet despite the activities
of brokers suspected, alas, of dis-
honesty.

° -3 o

*They were pressed to meet for
the purpose of peace in medieval
3

SWARAJYA

Europe. Ultimately, King Philip
went the length of addressing a
missive beginning: “Philip, by the
Grace ot God, King of France, to
Boniface who assumes to be Chief
Pontiff, little or no greeting!”

‘That an carthly king should so

address the occupant of St. Peter’s
Chair indicated fall in prestige, to
regain which Boniface excommu-
nicated the andacious monarch,
the honest emissaries profiting by
the breakdown. There is a limit to

5

honest  brokerage. Clement the
Fifth who succceded Boniface
feeling insecure at Rome, moved "
the papacy to Avignon, and there
he dwelt like the Dalai Lama at
Dharamsala, until a further turn
of the wheel of destiny restored
him to his high estate.  On the
Stock Exchange, honesty is not al-
ways a meritorious virtue, A spc-
cial hearing power is required in
the shouts of sub-brokers and job-
bers in Dalal Street. P.J.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH INDIA TODAY?
By ISAAC MATHAI

“Power corrupts; absolute power cor-
rupts  absolutely"—that was Jawaharlal
in his thirties. Today it is Nehru the
Prime Minister of India saying, “I do
not fear God”! That was in a speech in
Madras when he was angry with Rajaji
and his Swatantra DParty. Its echo s
spreading from Kanyakumari to Kash-
mir. The reverberations will last  for
generations to come, How the mighty
have fallen! I the salt Las lost its sa-
vour wherewith shall it he salted?

“Fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom,” said Solomon in uttering
an cternal truth, As was true then, so
is it today and for ever.

Vallablibhai Patel, Dr, John Matthai,
Kidwai, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Achar-
va Kripalani,  Dr. C. P. Ramaswami
Aiyar, Jaya Prakash Narayan, Rama-
swami Mudaliar, 1. P. Mody, M. R.
Jayaker, Asoka Mehta, V. P. Menon,
J. R D, Tata, N. G, Ranga, K. M.
Munshi and  many  more—impressive
lIeaders these, who have instilled courage
and confidence in the minds of the peo-
ple. and would carey the burden lightly
on their shoulders. Why is it some of
them carried on under stress and strain,
why some resigned, and why the rest
of them still alive are nowhere near the
Cabinet!

Time was when congressmen
used to boast that even a lunp
post dressed up in khadi and Gandhi
cap would win the clections. In their
first flush of victory they forgot that
the Congress was only a limb of the
entire body of public opinion in India.
They thought that the Congress was
India, and started with a one-party de-
mocracy which later on degenerated into
a one-man democracy.

An honest Congress should have cn-
couraged at least one more party in the
country.  Instead, the Congress bhorn
and brought up in conservatism usurp-
ed to itself the functions of a socialist
party and programme, resulting in con-

fusion in the ranks of the old conscr-
vative  Congress, surprisc among  the
socialist group, and utter bewilderment
among  the millions in the  country.
Three parties emerged—the  Congress,
the socialists and the communists—each
trving to outhid the other two in its
“socialistic pattern of society”. The re-
sult is white cap socialism, pink social-
ism, and red socialism, In the mean-
while, inflation is galloping  forward,
Frastration has gripped us all today,

There s only one solution today. It
all the existing partics honestly aim at
socialism, let them merge into the origi-
nal socialist party; and the new found
Swatantra Party exist as a checkmate to
any impulsive variety of ultra-socialism.
A council of clders is as important, per-
haps more important, than an exube-
rant youthful leap in the dark. When
the one fails or falters, the other will
take up the reigns,

“Rajaji has gone too old,” says an
“eternal youth” at his three-score and
ten years and more. But in the oldest
of all democracies and in the mother
ot all parliaments, in Britain, it is in the
old Conservatism and in its tried and
trusted  ways  that people are putting
more and more faith and  confidence.
Socialisn is being hetter administered
by them than by the socialists them-
selves, and they never take the coun-
try anvwhere near the sloggh of des-
pond. -

So a new party is the supreme need
of the moment and Rajaji has given the
clarion call to gather under the banner.
It is a party with a programme bold
in its conception and bolder in its exe-
cution, Let us keep our eggs in diffe-
rent haskets. The Congress has failed
miserably. It ‘has proved itself not wor-
thy of our trust. Let us not place power
in the hands of onc party alone. “Power
“corrupts; absolute power corrupts ahso-
lutely.”
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CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF CANDIDATES
‘ ’ By B. SHIVA RAO - '

Political  parties in India are’ now
husy with the selection of candidates for
the next general clections all over the
country. The Congress Party has evolv- -,
wed a certain pracedure for this purpose
(though it does not seem to be applied
with uniformity in all the States) and

. yuns into serious difficolties in many

places  hecanse of conflicting  group
rivalries and personal ambitions,

The clection manual of the British
Conservative Party contains much mate-
rial on the procedure for the adoption
of a candidate which may be of inter-
est and use in this country.

o

The contral office of a party s asked
Lo submit to a constitueney (by the chair-
man of the associution concerned) a
prefiminary list of suitable people. From
this list, containing not only the names
but the detailed records of the persons
mentioned, a panel is prepared of pos-
sible candidates.  The selection com-
mittee of the association in the cons-
tituency  scrutinises the names  in the
panel and may add a few local names.
Such o panel wuy consist of seven or
cight persons who are then invited  to
the constituency for an interview. The
number is reduced at this stage to two
or three who then appear hefore  the
exccutive council of the association.
Each applicant is expected to make a
short speech before the council and
answer questions  Dbefore the council
selects one candidate by ballot,
this is not final: its chaice is submitted
to a general meeting of the association
for its approval; and only then does the
man or the woman -become the
prospective  patliamentary candidate
for that constituency. This hap-
pens long before the announcement of
a general election. On the dissolution
of Parliament, another general mecting
of the association takes place for the
formal adoption of the candidate.

Fven

»®

All the would-be candidates are
seen by a panel of M.Ps and leading
members of the party’s Central Exeeu-
tive, and there may be. in addition,
a separate inferview with its Vice-Chair-
e man. It is important to note that no
constituency is left for long without a
candidate, whether a general election

is imminent or not.

What are the general conditions which
govern the choice of a candidate? First,
fie must be most likely to win the seat
and to serve the constituency with dis-

A ]

tinction. Secondly, the wider needs of
the party as a whole in Parliament are
also bhorne in mind.

The sclection committes and the

executive council of cach “constituency
are reminded of the qualifications to
look for in a candidate. Speaking abi-
lity is wo doubt important;  but cven
more are “character, past record  and
political knowledge”. The Joeal commit-
tees are asked to satisfy themselves that
would-be candidates  are  actuated by
a genuine desire to serve the commu-
nity and not primarily by self-interest,
An application should not be rejected
because of the limited politieal back-
ground of a candidate, if he has “al-

Articles published 1 SWARrA)YA,®
unless specificully maurked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole -or in purt,
with or without acknowledgnent.

ready  distinguished himselt in othet
ficlds. and possesses ability to make a
wseful  contribution to the  work ot
Parliament.

Every possible encouragement, it is
emphasized,  should be given to local
aimants because of their greater know-
ledge of the problems of a constituency.
The endeavour should be ade to en-
sure that all applicants have a tair aod
equal  chance  of  selection on their
merits.  Among  the factors governing
the selection of a candidate is his capa-
city to nurse his seat  assiduously.
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Character, ability and personality  are
likely to prove more important  and
clectorally more valuable, and the final
choice must rest on merit alone,

It may also be of use to refer to
other aspects of the procedure for the
choice of candidates, The party as a
whole and every constitueney  associa-
tion arc reminded of the fact that the

SWARAJYA

capacity ol a purty to govern the coun-

try must depend on the calibre of jts
representatives in Parlionent,  Experi-
ence of parliomentary work, far from
heing considered  a handicap (as is im-
plicit in the ten years” rule of the
Congress Party), is regarded as an asset,

Subject to certain general party rules,

the association i cach constituency en-
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jovs complete freedom to select its own
cndidate,

In recent years, the financial rela-
tionship of a candidate or an M.P. and
its constituency  assaciation has  under-
gone great changes, Until about a quar-
ter of a century ago, the practice was
connmon for candidates to defray  the
whole of their election  expenses. In
addition, many were expected to pay
a large annual subscription. But since
the Sceond World War rules have been
made which preclude a candidate from
making any contribution towards his
clection expenses other than those of a
personal nature, though in some cases
even these are defrayed by the associa-
tion, There is a nuimum (I believe of
25 a vear) for his subscription to the
ascociation  during  his  candidature,
which may be inereased to double the
amount after his election to Parliament.
But in no circumstances is the payment
of subscription a condition for adoption
as a candidate, The rules are so framed
as to cnable an association to make its
choice of candidates on merit alone,
and from the widest possible field, Tt is
laid down that these rules should not
in any way impair the chances Qf a
candidate or the independence of an
M.P. Burke’s waming is considered ap-
propriate cven today:

Your representative owes you not
his industry only, but his judgment;
and he betrays instead of serving you
if he sacrifices it to your opinion.. ...
authoritative instructions, which the
member is bound blindly and impli-
citly to obey, though contrary
to the dearest convictions of
his judgment and conscience, are
utterly unknown to the laws of the
land, and against the tenor of our
constitution,

The suceess of a candidate in a con-
stitueney is not regarded as his sole res-
ponsibility, In fact, once a selection has
been made, the entire party association
in the constituency goes into action.
One of the most important duties of
voluntary workers is the maintenance
of a confidential register with all avail-
able information, particularly in regard
to voters who are ecither dead or have
moved from their old residences to new
places. Such information is, necessary to
prevent impersonation and fraud on

polling day. The voluntary  workers » |

collect much information in regard to
the politics of the various voters, the
views and interests of specific groups in
a constituency, and other useful details.
Copies of these records, which ure
maintained by every party, are distri-
buted to polling agents, to reduce fraud
to a minimum,
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INTEGRATION CONFERENCE — A RETREAT
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The Congress is cclebrating  the
Integration Conference, as the British
cclebrated Dunkirk—a retreat from a
hopeless position, Because 150 hand-
pickbd individuals passed pious resolu-
tions, Nchru declared that clumsy
parcchial walls of caste-ism, communal-
istn, regionalism and linguism, are
crumblng down. But these walls ave
stronger than the walls of Jericho. It
requires more than an act of faith to
give people the sense of faimess for
which they will bury individual diffe-
rences. .

On the other hand, the conference
showed how the Congress had broken

the time of Independence. The acting
President admitted that linguistic States
were a mistake, Though it was proposcd
that Indin  should become a unitary
State, with nwiltilingual regions, the
eonference reached no solution to end
the poison of separation which linguis-
tic States have introduced. What hap-
pened in Bombay and Assam may still
he repeated in the Punjab, as  Tar
Singh may only have retreated to take
a better jump. In any case when lan-
guage is the basis of education and
employment in cach State, probably the
only Indians left will he, as Frank
Aunthony suggested, the Anglo-Indians
who will speak the same  language
throughont the country, The fact that
the conference, which had before it the
Shastri formula, failed to give a single
thought to it only suggests that the
governments in power in the States can-
not last except by pampering to those
who only know the language of the
majority., .

Education was recorded as the in-
strument for fostering  national unity,
There is no evidence that the text-
books, however bad they are, have
suggested any antagonisms between the
different sections of India. What edu-
cation has suffered from is the incessant
change made hy Stfte  governments
without reference to the opinion of ex-
perts in cducation, Further changes are
proposed, first all-India text-books to
be drawn up by eminent scholars,
which will simply mean more impracti-
&l idealism, iwvolving additional ex-
pense to students for having to buy
new  text-hooks. The proposals for an
All-India  Educational Service and for
making education a Central or concur-
rent subject have been left aver for
consideration, as apparently State gov-
emnments are not disposed to reduce
their powers over schools and teachers,

The important questions were, first,
about the linguage for minorities. The
only concession made is that the mother-
tongue should be allowed in the ele-
mentary classes, which will still handi-
cap the minority in the higher classes
which  quality them for employmeut.
Here again the Shastri formula  could
have been applied, allowing schools in
Fuglish or the Hindi medium accord-
ing to the choice of the minorities. The
second  question: wis about discipline.
This follows the example of public Jife
in which the Cougress has made success
dependent o self-interest, corruption,
indiscipline overcome only by compro-
mise, Unless the Congress as the majo-
rity. party respeets the best standards,
the students cannot bohave difterently.

The Congress however registered a
retreat, first, on the Devanagari seript
common for all Indian languages. The
Pritic Minister  was content to treat
Devanagari as an additional script for-
getting  that the student, with three
languages to learn already, must be a
prodigy it  he can  master o
fourth seript.  Iowever, for the time
heing, we may regard the proposal for
the Doevanugari seript as shelved. The
second retreat was in respect of Himdi
as the medium of instruction at uni-
versity level. Tt has been  recognized
that English cannot be immediately re-
placed and that in any case, it will
immediately be replaced by the regional
languages. Thirdly, it was registered that
English will continue to be the medium
for inter-State communication which s
a real advance,  since Parliament has
not so far recorded the Prime Minister's
assurances in this respect.

The conference  evolved a political
code of six “dont’s”. The code is still
tentative because in the first place, it
was recognized that as only the leftist
party had heen specitically represented,
the other parties will have still to agree.
In the second place, it will be diflicult
to find so0 many unnecessary, repetitious
and  contradictory statements together,
The first “dont” is creation of hatred
between different classes and castes, for
which the  Government have already
amended the Penal Code and the Peo-
ple’s Representation Act, making it peri-
lous for other parties to ventilate local
grievances without ruming foul of the
law, The second “dont” is encouraging
of violence and condemmation of the
same. The law in this matter is very
old and a better resolution would have
been  that the Government should
enforce it irrespective of political con-
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siderations, The third “don’t” is similar
except that it refers to breach of the
peace and that it allows the same when
“all methods of conciliation and medi-
ation  are  exhausted”.  Just how an
augnst assembly could permit the ex-
ception, it is impossible to imagine. The
fitth “don’t” provides another excuse
for reaking the Jaw, that of the natural
functioning of political parties. Between
them,  the three resolutions  probably
create a new leence for disorders, pro-
vided they are political.  The fourth
“don’'t”™ is that political parties shoujd
not  break up cach other’s mecetings,
which they have not done so far and
against which there are ample legal
provisions, The sixth “don’t” which is
maost important—is that “political power
at any level should not be used to fur-
ther  personal and party  interests”.
Since the Congress is the ouly party
with power, no one asked what it was
prepared to do to Hmit its abuse, which
is so well known, that one wonders if
there was anvone among the 150 mem-
hers of the conférence, who could think
and speak independently,

The conference decided that there
should he a permanent Integration
Comncil of 37 which, apart' from minis-
ters, would consist .of seven leaders ot
parliamentary parties and seven leaders
of eminence. The fact that the confe-
rence did not select the leaders instead
of leaving the Government to handpick
its supporters, shows how completely
the 150 persons assembled came under
the hypnotism of the Prime Minister
and the Congress, who conceded some
‘mistakes so that they could fight the
elections in a mist of good intentions,
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Bear W‘/"‘

If the Congress is returned

. again to power, it ‘would be an

emdorsement of its present poli-
“cies of taking the country to the

brink of communism. The inevi- .
table inefficiency and failure of

" the Congress Government and the
official machinery will then push
the country over the brink into
communism or a military regime.

. Sri Jawaharlal Nehru will then

discover a slogan to reconcile the
nation to that fate. This is the
" crisis of the present situation and
the Swatantra Party warns the
nation to beware of it.

*

Totalitarianism  leads up to a
demand for complete  contormity
of subjective feelings and beliefs
as well as of external behaviour.
Let us hope that national integra-
tion under one party rule will not
deteriorate into a variation of con-
trol over thought, and become

* another type of the communist

plan  to deal with “diseases in
thought and politics”™. Total con-
trol over the inner man is the goal
of dictators—not always for the
sake of personal power but in the
{)ursuit of what the dictator be-
ieves to be desirable i the inter-
est of the nation under his com-
mand, The essential foundation
of dictatorship is a belief that citi-
zens do not know what is good
for them and it is only the ruler
who knows it.

»

Did Sri Jawaharlal Nehru go to
Madura and Madras as Prime
Minister of India or as Congress’s
chiet propagandist? What is the
purpose of convening the Pancha-
yat rally so that the Prime Minis-
ter returning from the ALC.C.
meeting may address it in his sub-
tle way, confusing the party and
its programme with the State
whicﬂ belonds to all parties, big

~and small, and not only to the
Congress Party? It is a convenient
way of pushing the ambiguity to
its fullest potentiality and gettin%
the party’s electioneering appea
to go to every village in the State
at State expense, and with all the
authority of the Prime Minister. Tt

L]

is exploitation naked and repre-
hensible. The timing cannot be
explained away. The surprising
thing is that the Congress Part
entrenched so strongly should still
think it necessary to resort to all
these  tricks of propaganda. It
shows that the fear of God has

somehow crept into the guilty -

conscience of the Congress Party.
*

Democracy is majority rule.
Majority rule has been populariz-
ed as ‘rule by the people’, ‘will of
the governed’ and similar phrases.
Our republic was designe({) not as
simple majority rule, but so as to
give government limited powers—
powers limited by the Constitu-
tion and particularly by the arti-
cles on fundamental rights. Cer-
tain activities of the people were
saved from majority rule. But
these saving T&rovisions have been
eaten into. The aim of the Swa-
tantra Party is to restore the Con-
stitution to its original shape. In
this sense the Swatantra Party
can truly claim to be the only
constitutional party in India. It
has to fight the Congress Party as
well as the communists, who both
have their axes raised against the
fundamental rights inscribed in
the Constitution as it was solemn-
ly finalized in 1950.

*

Sri Kamalanayans suggestion
at the ALC.C. meeting is very
praiseworthy, but I fear the Con-
gress bosses, not even Mr. Nehru,
will accept it. It would be splen-
didly reasonable if they did. The
ambiguity between the State flag
and that of the Congress Party is
one of the many deceptive subter-
fuges indulged in by the party. It
is the most obvious ambiguity
among them all and it is very im-
portant that it should be removed
as Sri Kamalanayan suggested. Let
the tricolour flag be the State flag,
he proposed, and let the Congress
Party adopt some other flag for
par?' purpose and remove the
confusion. I am glad there is one
Eerson in the Congress crowd who

as displayed fairmindedness, and
makes an honest attempt to be
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just. Sri Kamalanayan was respon-
sible, once upon a time, to protest
against the Congress Party taking
over the entire ‘goodwill” of the
Indian National Congress, which
it was not fair to do, and pressed
for carrying out Gandhiji's well-
known suggestion embodied in his
“last will and testament”. Sri
Kamalanayan Bajaj is the eldest
son of Jamnalal Bajaj, the illust-
rious Congressman who died pre-
maturely and who was righthand
man to Gandhiji during the Non-
co-operation Movement and in all
his constructive programme.

That the re::iing of English
newspapers stands on top and is
still rising is not accepted as a
conclusive demonstration of what
should be the official all-India
medium for politics and govern-
ment. That entries for the com-
petition announced for cultural
literature for neo-literates were
required to send copies of the
English translation of every book
submitted was felt to be an addi-
tional piece of confessional evi-
dence against the Hindi project.
So this rule has been withdrawn;
probably the translation will be
made privately at official cost, so
that it may not be public evidence
of the premier position of English.
Some time we may expect a kind
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of control on Eng]ish dailies and a
subsidy for Hindi dailies.
S

Satyam eva Jayate; but it some-
times takes time. Truth is slowly
and steadily making headway in
the language dispute, both in ad-
ministration and in  education.
English is, after all the noisc and
confusion, getting recognized  as
the only genuine, effective  and
useful solution, ;1lthnugh pride or
pro-Hindi = sclfishness is  still a
heavy clog in the progress towards
wisdom,

X

Walter Lippmann sadly  and
trly says that the world is not
ready tor the kind of man Hammar-
skjoeld was. “He was o Western
man in the highest traditions of
political excellence in the West.
He was in fact the embodiment
of the noblest western political
achievement—that laws can be
administered by judges and civil
servants who have their first alle-
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gianice to the law and not 1o their
personal, their ofass or even their
national  nterests.”  Here Lipp-
mann has incidentally struck the
true note for good government
under (l(-nmcru("\: Alas that this
is so painfully absent in the expe-
riments made in India where the
ruling party believes that the pri-
vilege of a goveruing parly is to
exploit  the  administration  for
purty purposes,

*

An ceminent colummist  in the
New Leader has analysed Khru-
shchov's position and set ont the
advantages” he has against the
West.  Khirushchov's  breast s
covered  with  medals  and  his
mouth is full of words and he has
instilled fear in the bones of young
Westerners, Khrushchov has  the
qualitics of all the previous dic-
tators who struck terror in the
western world, militant Islam, the
Huns, Napolcon, the Kaiser  and
Hitler. He has like them a great
mass of following. He has, more-
over, plenty of weapons of  des-
truction and secrets too, to add.
He bhas absolute rule with no
trouble about clections and other
such democratic worries. e fol-
lows a sct of morals quite diffe-
rent from traditional codes. Mur-
der and lying are permitted in the
communist code to attain desired
ends, Yet Mr, William Bohn feels
sure that America can stand up to
him (Khrushchov) if she does not
surrender to alarm. He thinks that
America, from President down to
the people, is now doing the right
thing. All this is hopeful.

But it seems to fit in with the
new plan of threats and counter-
threats ad infinitum, which will
surely one day end up in a call
to make the threats good—which
means total destruction. We are
up against a fundamental—fire
cannot quench fire, a fundamen-
tal which Buddha, Socrates, Jesus
and Gandhi stressed.

x
. “The possibility  exists  that

many Japanese will become im-
patient of the apparent ineffective-

ness of . parliamentary democracy,

and arrive at the erroneous con-
clusion that something more au-
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thoritwian, which at the same
thne is more in Keeping with Japa-
nese tradition, most he ereated (o
take its place. The teath is that
p;lrliun]vlntur)' (lvln()cru('y is not
yet in the Japanese bloodstream,
and that is where it ultimately
must be if it is to succeed”, Thus
writes Siv Lisler Dening, a diplo-
mat who was born in Japan and
who has spent a good part of his
life there, and who was recent]y
British Ambassador in Japan, It
we substitute CIndian” tor Japa-
nese” and the present for the future
tense, we may not be far wrong.
*

A great historian of the Jast
world war, Herbert Feis, has in
his lLatest volume brought out the
folly of a conquering nation de-
manding  total  surrender. The
effects of such a policy are not
apparent at the moment of victory
and the victorious are misled into
what later hecomes a misf()rtu}w.
Herbert Feis reflects the opinion
of the wiser section of present-day
world-statesmen  that  the  Jast
war should have been ended at an
carlier stage, thereby averting
Russia’s declaration of war  and
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki tra-
gedy. I this had been (l():l(: and
Japan allowed to retain Formosa
and the Kuriles and Ryukyus, and
not completely restricted  to the
home islauds, and China not pre-
sumed to remain a faithful friend
and ally, history would have taken
a different course, "What sceemed
right at one historjeal juncture has
turned into patent wrong by the
passage of time.” It is true, though
sad, that we have not even now
learned how to protect ourselves.
Must the inexorable historical
process be left to ity own cruel
evolution? Must vanity and error
and misfortune be for ever man’s
lot? No, we must learn. These
“if’s” and “might-have-been’s” of
belated wisdom are-not entirely
waste of human intelligence. The
scientific method of trial and error
is based on the practical value
of these “if's” and “might-have-
been’s”. Let us not throw up our
hands but maintain confidence in
our capacity to learn. Total vic-
tory has proved to be totally
wrong. Now the question is whe-
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-ther total  destruction is a valid
answer to  misbehaviour or  the

* proper termination of fear  und

suspicion. Must wisdom wait until
we actually see the catastrophe?
*

It is instructive to follow the
couyse of Soviet economic aid to
China.  In 1955 China reccived
700+ million dollars in loans. In
1956 the amount dropped to 50
million dollars. In the year follow-
ing the Soviets granted a loan of
less than 10 million dollars. Rus-
sian cconomic assistance was sus-
pended in 1958, China has repaid
these loans with interest—in sums
varving from 300 to 400 million
dollars annaally, daring the last
three years, There is something in
this 10 ponder over for our hor-
rowing cxperts in the ongress
Government.  May it not be the
proper thing to imitate China in
her moderation in borrowing?

*

A letter has appeared in the
daily press  bitterly  complaining
about a tennis match commentary
being given at great  length in
Hindi in the Southern zoue ALR.

SWARAJYA

Nothing can be more stupid than
this attempt to deccive oneself and
others about the progress of Hindi
in the South. The time given to
this Hindi sports commentary was
i p(-rfect waste and an anti-inte-
gration irritant of the worst type.
These attempts  at  compulsory
Hindi in the South, in  various
shapes, must be given up if Hindi
lovers wish that the language
should attain its natural ‘place in
the scheme of life in non-Hindi
areas. But there scems no likeli-
hood of any wisdom dawning in
this respect,
*

It was a very graceful,  subtle
and beaatiful appeal Mr. Munshi
made to Sri Nehru at the Inte-
gration Conference. Mahadeva be-
came  Necelakantha when at the
churning  of the ocean, Maha
Vishnu, according to the request
of the gods in dire distress, ap-
pealed to Mahadeva to  swallow
the all-consuming, burning poison
that rose from the ocean as the
first fruit of the churning. arfg afg
cried the gods, wherenpon Maha
Vishnu smiled, went up to Maha-
deva and said, “Here is the first

13

fruit of the effort of the gods. As
the first among the gods, to Yon
‘belongs legitimately this first pro-
duct. It is offered to You by way
of giving You the first honours on
this occasion. Take it, Lord, and
consume it.”

e e L TN R 1)
IHI Rad Fean v T gl |
FYIqeAAN g gy qgufeag ||
ATAE IR gUonATa) & am |
SaySIiE ferean garoig fyq way

(Ramayana Bulakandam,
Sarga 45. SL 22, 23, a4

Mahadeva accepted it and held
the burning poison in His throat
which charred it black, and He he-
came Neclakantha, The Congress
having churned up this poison of
national disintegration by its own
policics, the Congress chief should
swallow the poison, suggested Mr.
Munshi, even as Mahadeva ac-
cepted His responsibility. It was
courticr-like, subtle and beautiful,
Mr. Munshi’s classical learning
coming up aptly to  suit the

occasion,
c 4 &.
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CAPITAL COMMENTS
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LEADERSHIP ON TRAIL
By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: After Assam and
Jabalpur, Aligarh and Chandausi—and
{as The Statesman pithily but perti-
nently put it) only a few days after the
National Integration Conference!  In-
deed, the echoes of the perorations in
Delhi  had hardly died down, when
the rudest of ‘shocks came to us all
from the home-State of the  Prime
Minister and the Home Minister.

The clashes among  fellow-students
of the Aligarh University on commu-
nal lines could well have been antici-
pated by those who were in the know
of recent developments in that much-
discussed  place where all academic
calm was ravaged by both communal
and communist cliques under official
umbrage. What happened in Aligarh—
and it was a short cry from Aligarh to
Chandausi—might have been avoided
if the well-meaning and the exceedingly
carnest Minister of Education, Dr.
K. L. Shrimali, could have had from
the beginning his own way. Not for the
first time is the Centre late in realizing
the utter futility of merely tinkering
with the problems that needed to be
grappled with a strong hand, It is
amusing to talk now of administration
having been weak or inefficient or
partisan, as if a new discovery has been
made, when far worse charges made
even on the floor of the Houses of Par-
liament went just unheeded.

The search for a good man to re-
place Col. Zaidi as Vice-Chancellor has
thus hegun not a day too early. It is
absurd to complain of paucity of men if
the disposition is there to find men, good
and_ true, for saving the Aligarh Uni-
versity from ignominy, Junius should
wonder if, for instance, one particular
name, justly honoured wherever the
dignitary is known, has not struck the
authorities—that of Mr. Justice Ansari
{Chief Justice of the Kerala, High Court)
now on leave, preparatory to retire-
ment. One of our most urbane and
broad-minded, men; he is a mephew of
the former Congress President, Dr.
M. A. Ansari, He should be an ideal
choice.

' No new Vice:Chancellor, however
eminent and effective, can work mira-
cles. His very functioning is condi-
.tioned by certain other factors. If the
men around him are such as ‘deserve
to live either in Pakistan or in China,~—
and they are allowed to: carry on their
underground  activities,—nothing much

can possibly be done. Since mo fresh -

probe into the affairs of the Aligarh
University is  necessary at all, it s
imperative that Dr. Shrimali should be
given a free hand to deal with the
situation.

There , is however another aspect of
the Aligarh University problem  which
merits  serious  consideration  at  higher
levels.  Is it necessary that  Aligarh
should always have a Muslim Vice-
Chancellor or Banaras a Hindu confrere?
It looks odd, indced incongruous, that
the Union Government  should  still
think on those lines, in utter violation
of the new spirit of national integration
of which we hear so much these days,
It is perhaps a travesty of secularism to
talk of a Muslim University or a Hindu
University and it is time that the coun-
try got rid of such nomenclature—and
nonsense,

Mr. Nehru has now given a new cry
for his Congress parrots to fill the air
with a new melody. From the Presi-
dent down to the last volunteer, every-
one has begun to talk of national inte-
gration, as if he alone knows all about
it and nobody clse does. This reminds
me of a Chesterton story. Once asked
in his village to talk about “Culture”,
€.K.C. descended on his audience with
all pis weight, in the following wvein,
however seemingly light-heartedly :
“Friends, you know of course what
culture is. It is what you and I inside
this hall have and what no one out-
side has!”

At the AILC.C, session in Madurai

which was doubly momentous because '

of the seal put upon the Congress
manifesto and the P.M’s explosion that
the unity of the country will be main-

tained at the risk of even civil war, -

there seemed to be little realization that
the Congress was submitting: itself to
the severest of tests, The choice of
candidates is the very crux of the prob-
lem. Invariably one is put up if only
because one can exploit. one’s commu-
nity or caste in the constituency where
it is strongly entrenched.

If the Congress eschews all such con-

siderations, indeed rises above them

and-  gets prepared fo lose elections
rather than win them by feeding caste-
ism out of its hand, it can yet redeem
itself. If, on the other hand, it continues
to perpetuate ‘its existence by revelling
in the very absurdities that it so flam-
boyantly decries, . it will stand self-con-
demned and thoroughly discredited.
The hour of test is near,
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SYMBOL OF INDO-U.S'
FRIENDSHIP ‘

It was a fine gesture for the
American  Government to  make
(on October 2)  presentations of
Gandhi-stamp  albums to  distin-
guished and representative “men
in several places in India. Mahatma
Gandhi lived and fought for hu-
manity and not only fog India,
and America’s stamp issne in re-
cognition of this is a gesture which
India greatly appreciates.  The
American nation and our nation
arc  both classic rebels  against
Britain, and the present friend-
ship between Britain and America
and that between Britain - and
India are both standing demons-
trations of wisdom, and of divine
rule over human  affairs  which
works for ultimate good through
seeming conflicts and travails.

It may be pointed out that in
spite nty every material advance
and progress of technology, the
American people and Government
have wisely maintained, in all
their solemn efforts, reverence and
explicit recognition of the unseen’
omnipotent Power. Gandhi’s life
was a living sermon to teach peo-
ple how to hold on to God in all
their efforts and in all their diffi-
culties. '

By way of contrast, those now
in charge of the affairs of our
country seem to avoid any refe-
rence to this unseen Almighty
Power on such occasions. At the
recent Integration. Conference,
pledges have been proposed for
children and others which put the
Republic of India in the pﬂ)ace of
God. No pledge which leaders
conceive in order to meet a grave
situation will have power to biad
or rise above the level of a mere
statement except through Religion.
Why should we so carefully avoid
any reference to the Pivine Power
unless indeed we are terribly
afraid of offending atheists anil -
agnostics, who_of course may be
spared from being so bound if
they wish? Religion has come into
being in order to support man’s

-efforts to build civilization which

in .its ultimate form is self-confrol
and not technalogical advance.
. -~

]
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&,ETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
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SEMI-DOCTORS SCHEME

Sir,—He  who  kills o thousand
persons is a half;doctor, is o Tamil say-
ing and our. Tamil Government is cvi-
dently anxious to bring home to us
the import of that saying by introducing
the semi-doctors scheme. The Third
Five Year Plan provides for over Rs, 25
crores for birth-control programme, in-
cluding‘nml)ilv sterilization,  Infanticide
and abortion are penal offences,  and

.what is Dbirth-control and family plan-

ning exeept improved  oditions  of the
same? That huge sums should be set
apart to be spent on promoting  this
degrading policy is a pointer how far
this country has travelled  awav  from
Ahimsa. Gandhiji must he taming  in
his grave 1o be told that Wis cherishod
moral ideal is heing tampled under foot
by a Government hieaded by no other
than the oue whom he had named as
his heir,

Madras Sancu GANESAN

THROW OUT CONGRESS
FROM POWER

Sir,—Caste-ismy, - linguism, provincial-
ism, maoral decay and cormption, nepot-
ism and other ills corroding India today
are the direet results of the Congress
policies in these 14 years o so-called
Freedom. Freedom to starve, freedom to
rot on the pavements, freedom to remain
unemploved  for years—these are the
Dlessings of uninterrupted Congress rule.

A gang of 12 dacoits raided a peace-
ful home in the night, distributed the
booty among  themselves, and on the
next. morning they were the first to pro-
claim to the whole village about the
sad loss of the houscholders. They held
urgent meetings W collect funds for
rehabilitating the inmates, The villagers
were successfully put off the trail, and
they looked around for the culprits!

This story illustrates figuratively all
that is happening today in the country.
The Congress has done all the damage
and now looks for the gulprits!

Linguistic  re-distrihution of States
was a tragic faolly, and it has led to all
the fissiparous tendencies we arc today
witnessing. English language has heen
the greatest infegrating force besides its
heing the international language, but

" the fact has been ignored. The narrow

outlook of the Congress rulers has re-
sulted in fall ‘in educational standards to
a very low level. The concept of ‘secu-

. larism’ Has undermined faith in religion.

. Spiritualization of our culture is the very

basts on which a strong national sense

could have been built. Without a spi-

- . 1

ritwiil foundation no human cltort could

- succeod,

The cconomic and financial policies
of the Government have led to inflation
which, in turn, has given birth to al-
round frusteation. The tuxation policies
have given rise to unhealthy practices,
Under this permit-licence-raj sthe Con-
gress has extended its octopus-hold on
the prople. '

We have had enough of this party
and we should work for a change for
the better, when Dharma could prevail
replacing all the evils we see today.
W we do not wake up and turn out the
Congress Government, we will have to
sufler for another five years vet, Let us
throw the Congress from power, as it
has misused its powar.
Bombay Pruanatin

CONGRESS MANIFESTO

Sir,—It is amazing that the Congress,
after fourteen vears of rule in unbro-
ken  continuity,  should make a 6,000-
word lengthy  manifesto, full of plati-
tudes, appraling to the sentiments of
the people for their suffrage.

What does it matter to the indigent
common man if mighty diams and  big
projects have come up under Five Year
Plans financed by grinding taxation and
mounting  foreign loans? The distress-
ing present has been despicably ignored,
The people have been asked to tighten
their  belts  and extend  their begging
bowls. bevond our frontiers.

In spite of the raling party’s tall
claims the country is still not self-sutli-
cient in food. The prices are rising. The
standard of life of the people is yet to
improve, while the number of unem-
ployed is mounting up. We do not he-
lieve in the socalled demaocratic spirit
with its regimentation of life and denial
of ‘jam today’. The vague promises and
lingering  assurances and grandiloquent
expression of sympathy for the cause

of the depressed, distressed and dis- |

gruntled have all remained only in pious
resolutions.

Instead. of pinning faith on one man
and onc party (the Congress), let us
cast our fortunes with the party that
will make democracy meaningful  and
purpgseful and. uphold the dignity of
the individual ‘and fulfil ‘the aspirations
of the people. Let us truly strive
for a good . government of the peo-
ple for the people, with freedom of
thought, expression and speech as gua-
-mteed in our Constitution. '

Madras R. S. V, Rao
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ADVENTURES INTO TUBELESS TIMES

y |, Tir;1e Master Tubophile...that's my name...Chairman,
3 Tube Time Inc, am venturing into the tubeless times
& on my tubular time machine. Journey fraught with
¥ som¢ danger but more hardships. .. hardships un-
% imagined even by the imaginative Wells (he with the
Martian mania)...for Wells, a scientific man, couldn't
é conceive of a time without tubes. But tubeless times
2 there have been (1, Time Master Tubophile, Chairman,
'.:.' Tube Time Inc., should know) and 'tis to these unhappy
% tubeless times | go in my time machine, so | can tell
2 you of the hardships of a life without tubes.
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o The Indian Tube
2 Company (1953) Ltd.

4
A Tata-Stewarts & Lloyds Enterprise

oo

Py
%

ERLTLBL LT L DD SN DAL D LD LD S LS S ol Ao

2
oo

-

G Pr00000004
O S e aalaaddan ta sy 2S0OOOP P00 OOCLTOOPCOONY Lo 2022

1c 8

L gL LD LD D B2 0

¢

G000 BLOGELOILLHEPOEVOLLOVGS-0L0OPLIPELLILPOGLL00E2098000000000000000000600000000
Printed by R. Ananthanarayanan & published by T. Sadasivam on behalf of M/s. Bharathan
Publications Private Lidg at the Kalki Press, Kilpauk, Madras-10. Editor : PorHaN ' JosEru. .

E e -

L

(Founded by KHHASA SUBBA RAU)
Editor : POTHAN JOSEPH

x 2 s

Vol. VI. NOL

e
4 T
16 -

MADRAS, OCTOBER 21, 1961

Price 15 nP

economy 0 America,
I have no doubt the slaves who
were treated us favourites and en-
joyed concessions and  privileges
were very happy with the slave
system. They would not support
any movement for the abolition of
slavery or the extinction of such
special ~ privileges. The  badly
treated slaves, too, in an cconomy
where there was not room for free
labour, must have thought that
the slavery system was good be-
cause they were fed and looked
after to some extent, whercas
those who were not slaves  were
starving.

Similarly in a permit-licence-
cconomy such as the  Congress
Party has, in its wisdom, establish-
ed in this country, the business-
men who get favours and fHourish
under it, relative to those who are
not favoured, want it to be con-
tinwed and support the Congress
Party. The scarcity conditions
created by the policy give oppor-
tunities for illegal profit—what is
called the black market—which
would disappear i a free eco-
nomy. Businessmen therefore sup-
port the Congress and in turn this
gives a sense of confidence to the
Congress bofses.  These do mot

kwow that in spite of all this, the
business community as a whole
would much prefer to be free of
the humiliations and harassments
of the officials who are employel
in enforcing the restrictions inhe-
rent in the permit-licence-raj. Free-
dom is certainly more cqnducive
to happinegs and prosperity, and

the better sense of the world of
businessmen would vote for it of
they  could overcome fear  and
shortsighted selfishmess. T do not
helieve they enjoy the humiliations
they suffer at the hands of ignor-
ant officials  working under  the
umbrella of the Congress Party.

Sri  Jawaharlal Nehru referred
to me with respect and affection
and expressed ﬁis wonder why 1
speak in so much anger. Let it be
called anger, but can he not guess
why I am angry? Does he not sec
how a people who were on the
whole  honest  and  God-fearing
liave now been everywhere made
by the policies enforced by Gov-
crnment  into a greedy and  dis-
honest people? Does he not realize
that a fine cadre of officials with
a keen  sense of justice,  honesty
and public sexvice have now heen
made into spineless Hatterers and
partisans? I gee fear sitting cvery-
where like a poisonous fog on all
the significant  sections of the
people.

I sce God disappearing  and
mammon occupying His place in
the hearts of men. I see traditional
values of life centering round
compassion steadily being starved
out by an all-devouring State.

And I feel all this is due to the
policy of over-government adopt-
cd bv the Congress Party under
Sri Nehru’s leadership which gives
it a powerful instrument for per-
petuating itself in office.

Ignorant officials and, worse
than that, ignorant and insolent
wministers are placed in positions of
great authority over all the men

who follow avocations of service
to the motherland and who have
proved their worth,

The rural people are being de-
prived of leadership and the pea-
sants  made into sheep without
shepherds. The guarantee of com-
pensation for any property that the
State takes away from a citizen is
turned into a fraud and unworthy
pretence, and the gates of justice
are closed against the transaction.
I see tyranny, insolence and cor-
ruption made the permanent offi-
cial atmosphere. I sec chief minis-
ters of States, finance and  food
ministers  at  the  top level  of
the regime going about cx-
torting  money  for the  party
without fear or  shame. The
Prime Minister's expressed shame
in connection  with  these  col-
Jeetions  is  used as  a fur-
ther sanction for a m()n()pnly i
such extortions. I happen to re-
member a time when such things
could not be thought of.

I sec the fickd being ploughed
un for communism and total loss
of freedom. T see waste on a stu-
pendous scale going on with bor-
rowed monev. What do we need
aircraft  carriers for? Or ato-
mic power enterprises? Occident-
mania misleads the Dictator and
the fawning crowd around him
eggs him on. Our foreigr
liabilities are pvramiding up with
no plan or possibility of honour-
able discharge. Graft is growin:
into an accepted convention.

I can’t help being sad. T am not
entirely hopeless; so my gricf looks
like anger.

-



SWARAJYA

DUST IN THE EYES
By  POTIAN JOSEPH

At Mudurai, Prime  Minister
Nehru suggested to the ALC.C.
meeting, the adoption of the Hindi
script for regional languages on
the plea that Hindi-speaking peo-
ple could thereby be attracted
to Tearn South Indian languages.
Banghter  Indira Gandhi  “comn-
mended  the  three-langnage  for-
mula and urged  Hindi-speaking
people to learn one or two of the
South Indian languages and the
non-Hindi sp(‘uking p(‘uplc to
learn Hindi as an effective means
of emotional integration”. No pro-
posal for putting English into
Devanagari was mooted.

From the very launching of an
official fanguage prescribed in the
Constitution, a consolation  had
been offered that in the ousting of
the slave-limguage  (English) the
burden of change should be eqna-
lized through the injunction that
Northerners who had the advan-
tage of Hindi as the mother-
tongue should learn one language
of Dravidian stock, a rule more
honoured in the breach than in
the observance.

Mahatma Gandhi on the ques-
tion of an all-India langunage as
the key to freedom, has often been
misquoted. His compromise was
that Hindustani should be learnt
by all; and that if Indians really
craved for Swaraj, they should at
the same time master both scripts,
Urdu and Hindi for level advance,
without using the current cliche
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abont " emotional integration”, i
the  lingnistic battle had  been
seriously waged in the Constitu-
ent Assembly of 1948, the contro-
versy would still have been in
vigorous  progress at the cost of
Independence which hecame fea-
sible on the presentation of the
Constituent Assembly’s report
(subject to the rejection of the
Cabinet Mission's plan and, there-
fore, the partition of India). South
Indian  statesmen as also “The
Modernn Manu™—as Dr. B, R
Ambedkar was called antil ¢limi-
nation from the Congress Cabinet
after the procurement of political
freedom—professed willing assent
to get over with it. Oncee the pro-
blem  was shelved by concession
to the Tandon-school of linguistic
totalitarianism, the real draftsmen
of the Indian Constitution led by
Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar and
B. N. Rao could apply themselves
to evolve a workable scheme. The
danger of religions tensions was
stilled by the adoption of the term
“secular”, a word whose meaning
has still to crystallize, as the coun-
try stands up to the experience of
freedom and party-government.

On the other hand, the school
()f a tcn—yoar r('prl'(',vv f()r non-
Hindi-speaking peoples was  re-
garded by fanatics as an oppor-
tunity to he promptly exploited.
On the transfer of power, the
highest priority they could con-
ceive of was the enforcement of
Hindi and concentration on the
chapter captioned “Official Lan-
guage”. Nothing was heard of
‘Five-Year Planning’ or ‘National
Integration” or the eschewal of
caste, the vociferous section being
engrossed in the business of run-
ning away with it and populariz-
ing the fallacy that Hindi was the
language of the majority in India.
In all his advocacy about “enrich-
ing Hindi” it used to be a pet pre-
mise with Rajen Babu himself that
the majority had enjoyed the
Hindi agset; indeed our obligation
under democracy was, therefore,
to accept it, the South Indians
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mugging up one of the Hindi dia-
leets before the time-limit, Salu-
tarv measures like  Hindu Law
Reform took time in getting a
start, but the  Official Language
Commission under B, G. Kher
began business carly. Bala Saheb
Kher had been such a downright
Hindi bigot of Kalelkar cahtbre
that when he was High Commis-
sioner in London, he would ad-
dress  press conferences only o
Hindi althongh he was a master
of English. His was the obsession
that the world should know that
India, a proud and sensitive
nation, had her own national Tan-
guage, like Britain, France, Ger-
many. Haly or Russin—all  ad-
vanced nations. When there is a
company of people who know one
language,  the best thing is to
speak that language as being in-
telligible to all instead of indualg-
ing in an exclusive lingo foreign
to the bulk of those present. No.
the first thing to tackle was the
ways and means of bull-dozing
Hindi. Questions about I)()V("l'ly
and  famine on which agitation
rested from the days of Dadabhai
Naoroji were shunted off the pros-
peet of economic reconstruction.
Non-Hindi speaking people de-
vaoted to their own mother-tongune
and to regions linked together by
knowledge of English in the fight
for frecedom found themscelves
caught napping, but they were
coaxingly assured that if only they
took to Hindi they could outclass
the millions horn with the advan-
tage of the Rashtrabhasha as their
own mother-tongue; and on crude
considerations of reciprocity, they
were bidden to learn a South In-
dian language with no advantage
to the South Indian language so
favotired by “enriching” the same
nor to the amateur-scholars who
without anv utility of the medium
in their daily existence mug up
the rudiments of some “Madrasi
language”. There is-no particular
profit on the balancing of accounts
in the proffered undertaking. As
for the emotional thrill supposed
to be engendered in the process,
it is still based on subjective pre-
sumption. Sufferers are doped by
a gesture of self-inflicted ordeal.
Cui bono?
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' SWATANTRA PARTY’S ALTERNATIVE PLAN

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

While the Swatantra Party can "be
assured of its importance because  the
Prime Minister is singling it out for
his, attacks, it must note in sorrow more
than in anger that even the exigencies
of Lhis party do not justify the Prin?c
Minister’s attempt to misreprosent its
aims. Speaking at Madras, he said, first,
that the Swatantra Party did not know
a word about planning, that it believed
in private enterprise which was only
grab and profit without reference to the
task of feeding, clothing, educating and
employing 440 millions, and that it
wants only a few industrialists and prin-
ces to prosper. The P.M. has apparently
not cared to study the Swatantra Party’s
principles or policies and speaks only
from his basic bias and prejudices.

The Swatantra Party believes very
much in planning but only on the prin-
ciple that the Government should do
only what the people arc unwilling or
unable to do. The Swatantra Party docs
not believe in grab and profit, because
its basic principle is free compctition,
which  would allow every citizen {o
share in the trade and industry which
the Congress has now made the mono-
poly of its licensees who alone grab and
profit. The Swatantra Party wants the
people to be clothed, fed, and educatcd
better by removing the restrictions on
private effort on which these mainly
depend, On the other hand, the pro-
grammes of the Congress Government
for heavy industries and nationalization
starve the sources which feed — and
clothe the people, of the finance and
services they require. The Swatantra
Party does not have the threatening
power of the <Congress Government
over the princes in respect of their privy
purses and over industrialists in respect
of their permits and licences. On the
other hand, the Swatantra Party led all
the other parties in Parliament in
its opposition to contributions by indus-
trialists for election fynds of political
parties.

Just how little the Prime Minister
thought of his Planning was disclosed in
his speech at ghe Conference of Pancha-
yat Presidents, when he stressed that
the four essentials to progress were
ceducation, Panchayat raj, power and
co-operation. The Swatantra Party
agrees with him on the first three, but
its complaint is that an increase of half
a per cent per annum in literacy during
the last decade shows the failure of
the Government to advance education.
1t welcomes Panchayat raj in so far as

L

it reduces the concentration of power
which is the most marked development
of the Congress administration. The

* Swatantra Party does not want Pancha-

yats to be Congress committees work-
ing at public expense. It would
spend much more on power (clectricity)
to avoid the shortages from” which the
people and  industries arc  constantly
suffering. It has always supported co-
operation which increases the capacity
for production but it disagrees on the
question of joint farming, on which
the Prime Minister lays so much stress,
since it will not only destroy property
and incentives but will reduce produc-
tion. while increasing the interventionist
power of the Government.

The Swatantra Party has an infinitely
better plan which will be disclosed in
its “manifesto now being drafted  and
which is caleulated to beunefit every sec-
tion of the people,

The  population  is  distributed
into  cight categories by the pat-
tern of their livelihood. The first s
of peasant proprietors who form 47 per
cent of the population. The Swatantra
principle of respect for property  us-
sures this class as also the class of te-
nants who form 9 per cent of the popu-
lation of their existing rights, without
threat of a further reduction of their
holdings or of complete loss of them
through joint farming.  Without this
assurance, they will not improve their
productivity or investment on which the
food self-sufficiency of the country de-
pends. The Swatantra Party will also
rectify a grave wrong done to this 56
per cent of the population; it will
remove the controls of price, movement
and procurement, and stop the com-
petition of foreign imports, which food
products alone have heen facing with
consequential  depression  of prices,
which  are not only wunfair in
themsclves but prevent the growth
of supplies to meet the demand
of the country. Only one per cent of the
population belongs to the landowning
class. Since the interests of this class
are identical with those of other agri-
culturists, the Swatantra Party will make
its leadership effective in new ways of
working and living.

Thirteen per cent of the population
is represented by landless lahourers
against whom the Congress Government
has discriminated. The Second Agricul-
tural Labour Inquiry report has shown
that its meagre wages have heen reduc.
ed and its employment (which is sea-

Articles published in SwarAjya,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole or in part,
with or without acknowledgment.

sonal) has been cut down while its in-
debtedness and cost of living  have
increased. Full employment, on mini-
muim wages, could be secured for this
class by stimulating private enterprise
like housing and industries in the vil-
lages with loans and subsidics, To the
extent planning is diverted from heavy
industrics  and towns to common je-
quirements and villages, not only would
an wnfair discrimination be removed but
vast productive and purchasing power
for the whole economy would arise
from ending unemployment.

Ten per cent of the population is
engaged in industries and other non-
agricultural production.  The monopo-
liecs  which  the Congress Govern-
meunt  has  favoured both for favour-
ed  factory employers  and  emplo-
yees,  without  doing  much  good
to them, have deprived the remaining
population of its opportunitics for en-
terprise and employment, and the con-
sumers  of lower prices arising  from
natural competition. In a free market
cconomy both wages and employment
should increase, as it is doing in all free
countries,

Six per cent of the population is
engaged in commerce, two per cent in
transport and 12 per cent in services
and oceupations. To a large oxtent this
population reflects the conditions of the
population engaged in  production. Tt
suffers otherwise from controls, inflation,
taxation and corruption inherent in the
communist type of planning adopted by
the Congress Government. The people
have everything to gain from the fuller
cmployment of labour and  resources
arising from as much free enterprise as

possible and as little planning  as
necessary.

The
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CURRENT EVENIS ::

It was observed recently in thesc
columns that there is a change of
attitude on the part of President
Rajendra Prasad on the question
of script  subtending the  official
language of which he has been
ardent champion. This is on
account of the conflict of dialects
in Hindi and the need for basic
unity to quicken assimilation. That
the story is not derived from mere
rumour in Delhi may be seen in
the following first-hand note ap-
pearing in the competent columns
_of the Indian Libertarian. The Pre-
sident’s own Hindi style is in his
mother-tongue Bhojpuri, but the
sense of compromise is  gaining
rround as may be discerned in the
}’()llowing report:

The Chief Ministers” Conference
held Jast month on national integra-
tion expressed its opinion that it was
desirable to have Devanagari as a
script for all Indian languages. Soon
after, Mr. Subramaniam, the Educa-
tion Minister of Madras, has gone on
record as having said that the Roman
seript should be adopted instead of
Devanagari, It is now reported that
though President Rajendra Prasad is
generally in favour of Devanagari, he
is not opposed to the Roman script
being accepted for this purpose, if
approved by both the North and the
South.

Indian scholars who have carried
out some considerable rescarch in this
field hold that comparatively speak-
ing the Roman script is more econo-
mical in time and energy than Deva-
nagari which takes up 60 per cent
more time than the former to write a
passage. Devanagari involves greater
muscular effort of the hand whether
in writing, typing or in press-com-
posing. All these factors have an
important bearing on problems such
as removal of illiteracy, number of
questions to be set in examination
tests and answering them within the
given time, which in a way determine
also the standards of education, eco-
nomy of time in public administrative
offices and private firms. On all these
counts, it appears, the Roman script
can hold its own as against others.

' ° ° .

While the National Integration
Conference adopted a number of
transitional resolutions, the Com-

i

munist  Party  (Iudia’s  National
Council) also met at New Delhi
to discuss current problems of party
inity, the Communist Party mani-
festo for clections and the imple-
mentation of domestic and foreign
policies evolved in the course ol
the national movement,  All of
them are now said to be suffering
from “the pressure of reactionary
forces within and outside the Con-
gress”. The National Council holds
the view that the Leftist clements
within  the  Congress  deserved
backing in the campaign for votes,
so that in connection  with con-
tested scats, support should go to
the  Congress candidates in  the
absence of qguasi-Red  nominees.
Comrades \v]]m lcad the party and
are hand-in-glove with the Con-
gress High Command apparently
realize that censure against their
drive is harmless camouflage, al-
though on the issuc of India's ter-
ritorial integrity the Communist
Party is vague, especially on the
Chinese question. It appcars that
the Communist Party speaks
merely of national integrity but
carefully avoids the use of the
word “aggression” when tendering
counsel that the Sino-Indian dis-
pute should be solved by peaceful
means and through friendly nego-
tiations.

] [ o

They are also charged with
extra-territorial loyalty and forcign
inspiration  about frontier-issues.
One characteristic about the
Communist  Party and interna-
tionalism is that when a confe-
rence is over, they have only one
decision to promote. There is no
room for dissidents. In the report-
ing of the New Delhi confabula-
tions, there may be references to
inner squabbles among sections of
the Communist Party, but on the
conclusion of debates in camera
recorded by eavesdroppers, they
emerge from their tents with a
single mandate binding all the
members and dispelling specula-
tion about a possible breach of the
Front through intermal tensions,
They scrupulously steer clear of
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the word “aggression” when the
Expansionists  of  China  are in
camp over an admitted aren af
12000 square miles, just when
the Chinese complain about India
(o doubt inadvertently) misocen-
pving 35.000 square miles. They,
however, don't feel to be in the
wrong when it comes to emotional
integration, *

As for slogans of the clection-
period. the Communist Party as a
whole is nnperturbed. In election-
appeals  what  might - cmbarrass
them is the popularization of t]w
belief that they are not as indig-
nant as the congressman over the
restoration of the Macmahon Line,
although the Congress Govern-

nt for its part is a ‘
;':f:)i(tlzmce of z?ny show-down with
animation on the pnrt of our De-
fence forees, Solidarity in ideology
and ethodology, however, keep
up the fact that congressmen and
communists are desperately at log-
gerheads. They move as it in op-
position like the Dblades of a pair
of scissors.

» L) [

Althongh  India has been in-
vaded across the Aksai-Chin belt,
the Government of India refrains
from spelling out the word “ag-
gression” because if it did so, cor-
tain consequences  (Mr.  Krishna
Menon’s  rhetoric) must  follow,
The Charter of the United Nations
denies  admission  to  aggressor-
nations, and logicafly, India, once
she brands China, must stand es-
topped from her annual advocacy
for the inclusion of China in the
world organization. Thus both the
C.P.1. and the Nehru Government
arc in unisou as they shrink from
the charge of aggression, lest con-
sequences follow. Hence the com-
mon Janus-faced diplomacy at the
cost of truth.

<
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A striking instance of the Union
Centre depriving the States of the
measure of autonomy granted by
the Constitution and turning State
ministers into a rubber-stamp of
the Delhi secretariat was scen in
Mvsore, when the Land Reforms
Bill was being piloted thgough the

1so for the -
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Legisluture. As a member of the
Planning Commission, it seems to
be a speciality with Mr. Shriman
Narayan to go round the State-
capitals preaching fads about na-
tional economy and linguistic re-
gulation in  the  country. M.
Shriman  Narayan  arrived  in
Muysore  whilst crucial clauses of
the Land Bill were being debated;
antl he amnounced that if Mysore
decisions differed from the views
of the Planning Commission, the
Central Government would — use
the big stick to bring them into
obedience. When the  Planning
Commission was first framed, Pan-
dit Nehru announced that  its
members would enjoy the status
of Cabinet-functionaries, hut since
such a dichotomy would be gro-
tesque, Dr. John Matthai resigned
leaving it all to the school of ex-
perience for congressmen, Step by
step, the discretion and initiative
of State governments have disap-
peared, under pressure from the
top which has been growing with
greater realism than in the days of
British authority. We could now
speak of the “Imperial Sccreta-
riat”. Even a small-scale venture
in a taluk has to procure ultimate

SWARAJYA

assent from the  lmperial Secre-
tariat, thanks to the long chains
of official sanction upon each
link flourishing through the “New
Class™ of touts.

Apprehensive of - Mr. Shriman
Narayan's threat of an interme-

. diate veto, the Mysore Ministry

trimmed their sails in respect of the
Land Bill, although Mr. M. P. L.
Shastri, an  independent member,
protested, (withont naming  the
august visitor) against the consti-
tutional trespass. He in the open
Legislature conveyed his condo-
lences to the Revenue Minister for
this slipshod Bill, sectional in cha-
racter and (]iscrimilmtory in cffect.
Even  the functions of  district
boards  during  British  days  ex-
ceeded the powers of the present
State ministries, a point that has
been  effectively high-lighted by
Rajaji against pretences of admi-
nistrative freedom for States.

o o L]

In the Aligarh riots Vice-Chan-
cellor Colonel Zaidi was roundly
blamed for tolerating the origin.
The trouble began with elections
to the  University Union which
could have been obviated by the
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fearlessness, its brilliance of
style and prophetic political
insight. Our New Rulers is of
equally absorbing interest, It
has a new Preface on Con-

gress and Civil Liberties,
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ud()pti()n of proportionate repre-
sentation, as contended by Mr.
K. Santhanam. From Kodaikanal
it was announced on behalf of the
P.M. that on his return to U.P., he
would “look into” the matter so dis-
ruptive of the processes of integra-
tion now being developed  from
scratch, We note in press reports
that one of the first things that
Mr. Nehru did was to receive a
deputation of students who had
gone ont of hand. After the stu-
dents left, they declared them-
selves as heing highly satisfied
with the Prime Minister’s attitude,
but since the talks were “confi-
dential”  the student-sp(‘akers
strode out with sealed lips. No
doubt the Vice-Chancellor could
furnish his version of the flare-up
which extended all over the pro-
vince and evoked the judgment
that communal politicians had
incited the “student community”
who had to be marshalled for elec-
tion purposes. In terms of disci-
pline, one does not know how many
steps had been skipped over for
audience with the Prime Minister
of India, but the air of accessi-
bility to one and all for the sup-
ply of advice has had its grip on
Mr. Nehru, whether in matters
international or just parochial,
since he has, broadly speaking, all
the answers, by and large. PJ.
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CAMP-F OLLOWERS OF THE BRITISH
By M. RUTHNASWAMY

It started with the making of the
Constitution. Whole chunks of the
Government  of India Act of 1935
(thade in England) werc built into the
Constitution of India—like the detailed
provisions _ relating to the conduct of
legislatures, ‘the easy amendment of
the *Constitution, scope for centraliza-
tion and for delegated legislation, legis-
lation by ordinance, emergency powers
in the event of break-down of the Con-
stitution, It was partly due to haste
and partly to fear that the country had
not been hammered enough into poli-
tical and social unity by the two cen-
turies of British rule. But even after the
Congress Government had settled down
to an era of peace and order, it con-
tinued to follow the British in some
important matters of domestic policy.
It looks like an illustration of the poet
Roy Camphell’s line, “We generally be-
come the thing we fight”.

First in the field of law and order,
Preventive Detention Acts which con-
gressmen used to denounce in happier
days of irresponsibility, they now en-

" thusiastically put on the statute book.

In cmergency administration, police
firing to quell riots has been resorted to
much more frequently than under Bri-
tish rule. Legislation by ordinance has
heen extended even to economic ‘issues.

In industrial policy they show the
same hostility to private enterprise that
the British used to show. The history of
Tatas shows what odds presented by the
Government of the day, private enter-
prise in steel had to overcome—so much
so the - great founder of this great
Indian industry bad to go to the USA
and Germany for technical equipment
The same hostility is
being shown now Dby the Congress
Government to private industry, improv-
ing upon the British by going in for
steel-production #tself.

Even in general developmental
policy the Congress s following in the
wake of the British. As the British did,
the Congress Government is neglecting
the imparting of primary education to-

“ wards making the people literate. While

-

the British ®took a hundred years to
bring literacy up to 15 per cent, the
Congress Government has raised literacy
from 15 pet cent to 25 per cent in 15

years, and will achieve total or near-

total literacy in 75 years at the rate
progress is being made—that is, one
per cent a year and that in the most
advanced State like Madras!’ In girls’
education, too, the Congress record fis

_ as black gs that of the British. In tech-

"

mic

nical education, thé Congress Govern-
ment  is following the British model. of
promoting university-grade engineering
and agricultural colleges and polytech-
nics for producing engincers ‘and
supervisors, neglecting the provision of
junior and senior technical and agricul-
tural schools for the conversion of the
millions of unskilled workers into
skilled workers and improving the skills
of the thousands of skilled workers.
The disproportional patronage given by
Congress governments to big develop-
mental projects and - big industries, es-
pecially State-sponsored, is a change no
dqubt from the British allergy to »ll
industrial development, except for de-
fenee industries during the two world-
wars, but they have followed the Bri-
tish in relative negleet of rural and
small-scale industries.

A more reprebensible neglect of the
British was the village. Except in ve-
gard to the administration of land
revenue, they paid little or no attention
to the village and its improvement. Not
only the education, of the boys and
much more the education of the girls
of the village but the improvement of
the sanitation and drainage of the vil-
lage, the reconstruction of village
houses, the huilding of  village-roads
were given the go-by. There was much
point in Aneurin Bevan on his last visit
to India, after visiting one of the villa-
ges near Delhi, laying?the miserable
condition of the villages in India at the
door of British rule. But the Congress
governments have not done much to
deserve a better verdict. Like the Bri-
tish, the Congress governments spend
more money on and pay more atten-
tion to railways than on roads. As a
result of the Congress Government’s
policy towards roads, we have now
about 125000 miles of all kinds (good,
bad, and indifferent) of roads and
250,000 miles promised at the end of the
Third Plan period, whereas the econo-
development  of India  requires
1,000,000 miles of roads. most of
which must connect the 500,000 villages
of India with the nearest market, so
as to lift farming in India from the
subsistence level at which it rests now
for the most part to the market level
which will allow India to feed itself.
Much more must be done for road
transport not only by the building of
all the village roads required but by
increasing the road-mileage on the
great highways of internal trade, by
removing the legal restriction on road
transport which, in spite of these res.

P ’ Q

trictions, has in the last decade raised
its freight performance from 8,358 mil-
lion to 10,600 million ton miles and
with  these shackles removed could
mect the growing demand for trans-
port. But in the Third Plan while the
capitul-at-charge for railways is to be
increased from Rs, 1,539 crores lo
Rs. 2,313 crores, a paltry Rs. 300 crores
is devoted to road transport. The Bri-
tish could not have done worse.

The same judgment must be passed
on the provision of health facilities in
the villages in the reports on the Plans
of the Congress governments. The im--
mediate hecalth-need of the villages is
the elementary improvement of its sani-
tation and drainage-—environmental hy-
gienc and not curative treatment for
the 400 odd millions is all that Gov-
ernments can afford in India at present.
And as for the reconstruction of village
housing, which for the most part con-
sists of miserable one-roomed, ill-lit, ill-
ventilated, thatched hovels, it will take
about 300 years to reconstruct the
50,000,000 rural houses that according:
to the Plan reports have to be recons-
tructed. ‘

The British at any rate had one ex-
cuse for the neglect of the village and
its education and social progress. They
were alien rulers, concerned, in the
first place. to maintain peace and order,
and to placate the towns and town-
cdwellers among whom were those that
challenged their right to continue to-
rule, and they had to get the machinery
and personnel to run the administration
and keep essential services going-
through the clerks, the administrators,
the engineers, the doctors that were
needed. But the Congress Government
has no such excuse for this neglect of
the village and its needs. In fact it
had only to follow the cry of its own
gury Mahatma Gandhi, “Back to the
village”. But another god it has
honoured in his place. It has bowed
the knee to socialism. Hence all these
failures and lapses.
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DISARM OR PERISH

By K.R. R

When 1 landed in New York on May
37, 1946, the U.S.A. was to have the
Bikini test. This test affected jnmocent
Japanese fishermen  through radiation
contamination. Some 7000 sq. miles of
territory was affected in 1934. In these
tests in the Pacific on March 1, 1934,
as a result of radio-activity 300 Marshall
Islanders were injured.

Acute radiation injuries in man have
been studied. These may cause nausea
and  vomiting, or way result in a
striking fall in the number of white
cells in the blood. Loss of hair and
hacmorrhages may become  prominent
after the sccond week.  Pathological
damage and breakdown affect cells of
the Dboune marrow, lymphatic system,
intestinal tract, reproductive organs and
hair follicles.

In 1939, the heaviest aerial weapon
~was the 1000 lb high explosive bomb.
In 1943 camec the 10-ton ‘block-buster’
cand the 20-ton ‘grand slam’. In 1943
we had the atomic bomb, of destruc-
;tive power equal to 20,000 tons of TNT,

. SASTRY

In 1953, we had the first hydrogen
bhomb. A single hydrogen bomb of 20
megatons, ic.. 20 million tons of TNT
possesses “fifteen times the destructive
power of total high explosives thrown
into Germany in the  Second World
Wuar. A single thermo-nucicar bomb
would be enough to destroy Paris, to
ravage  New York, or to destroy the
heart of London.”

The two atomic hombs released on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6
and 9. 1945 cansed over 100,000 deaths
with a4 lirge number of casnalties. One
Lydrogen bomb represents an increase
over  the  Ihiroshima  and  Nagasaki
Lombs of one thousand to five thou-
sand times. )

As Bertrand Russell put it, “the only
possibilities before mankind are: peace
by agreement or the peace of univer-
sal death”.  Public opinion should he
aroused to see that war must be avoided,
and that holocaust through atomic and
hydrogen bombs, and the TCBM can-
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not achieve the pmposes of the super-
Powers of the two blocks.

H the result of a nuclear test per-
formed in far-oft Pacific or in the wilds
of Siberia or in the Sahara desert are
telt throngh radio-activity, in Marshall
ands, Tokio or Tunisia respectively,
it is a violdion of the Internationgl
Law.

A parallel  case occurred in o 1941
when a private concern operated sinel-
ter at Trail (British Columbia), fumes
from which were causing damage in
USA. The case was left to the arbi-

tration  of  Chwles Warren  (USA), -

Robert Greenshiclds (Ganada) and Tan
Hostic (Belgiom),  After referring to
several US Suoreme Court decisions
and a decision of the Federal Court o
Switzerland,  the Tribunal found that
the decisions of these bodies taken as
a whole constituted an adequate basis
for its conclusions that under the prin-
ciples of International Law as well as
the lav of the USA, no State had
the right to use or permit the use of
its territory in such a manner as to
case injury by fumes in or to the ter-
vitory of another or the propetties or
persons therein, “when the case s of
serions  consequence  and the injury is
established by clear and  convincing
evidence.” The Tribunal held that the
Dominion  of Canada was responsible
in  International Law for the conduct
of the Trail smelter. The Tribunal found
further that it was the duty of the
Government of the Dominion of Canada
to see to it that the conduct of the
Trail  smelter  was in conformity
with the obligation of the  Dominion
under  International  Law  as  herein
determined.

There is a school of thought that in
a war II-bomb would not be used. In
support of this is statgd the fact that
gas was not employed in the Second
World War. Bertrand Russell calls this
“a complete delusion”, for gas was not
employed because it was indecisive and
gas-masks afforded protecfion, Further,
as the atom homb could prove decisive,
it was used against a yellow people ip
1943. H-bomb agilinst which there is
no defence would he used in a world
war.

As a deep humanitarian rooted in
Hindu culture, Rajaji has tieen making
continuons  appeals to the Big Powers

to throw fheir stock-piles of A and H '

bomhs into the bottomless deep.
Whether one looks at the threat to
extinction of humanity from its colossal
destructive character, or from the paint
of view of ecthics, or even of its illega-
lity. to resort to a global war is suicida!
to humanity, Who lives, if humanity,
the highest creation of God, perishes?
. { .

S
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ANDHRA AFFAIRS

(From Our Correspondent)

HYDERABAD: The planners of the
Pradesh  Congress election  campaign
are strangers to hwrricane electioneer-
ing.« but they are adepts at silent
working, methodically and deliberately,
having complete faith in the dic-
tum, ‘plan thoroughly and plan well
in advilce’. The recent auction of gov-

.ernment jeeps at Hyderabad is veally a

master-stroke. Thirty jeeps belonging to
the Planning Department were  auc-
tioned, with hardly any notice, in two
lots of 15 each for a total amount of
Rs. 1,02,000. The person who pur-
chased all these government vehicles in
the phoney auction is believed to have
hought them for the purpose of
making them available for the Con-
gress election campaign,

A few wecks ago a cirenlar  was
issned to the district planning officials
that'  their jeeps should be  sent to
Hyderabad and Vijayawada for recon-
ditioning and overhauling them. Subsc-
quently within a few days a second cir-
cular was issued by the same depart-
ment that the jeeps should be sent for
sale by auction. Some of the officials
had, it is leamnt, tried to represent to
their  superiors that the jeeps were
really in good condition, that they were
urgently and immediately needed for
relief work in scarcity arcas and deve-
lopment schemes, and that if the vehi-
cles were sold then, it may not be pos-
sible to buy new ones in the near
future. But their requests for postpon-
ing the sale were, it scems,
neffatived, Some of the persons in
the know of things, think that if the
jeeps  had heen auctioned  piecemeal,
each jeep would have fetched anything
above Rs. 6,600. But actually they were
sold, on average, for Rs. 3,400 a jeep.

° ° °

With the scrutiny of a thousand odd
applications for Congress tickets for the
coming general elections by the Ycreen-
ing committee set ups by the Pradesh
Election Committee, the first round of
the battle hetween the two contesting
groups inside the Pradesh Congress

for the leadership of the future Congress
Legislature Party has ended. The

sereening committee consisted of Mr.
Alluri Satyanarayanaraju, th@ leader of
the ministerialists, Mr.. K. Brahmananda
Reddy, the leader of the Unity Front
and Mr. M, Pallam Raju, the President
of the APCC, who is supposed to hold
a neutral position between the two
groups. The screening committee had
scanned the reports of the PEC obser-

- vers, the racommendations of the DCC

exccutives and the representations made
by the respective candidates. The out-
come of the group-biassed recommenda-
tions of the District Congress Committee
executives and the partisan evidence and
sectarian reports of the PEC observers,
seems to be that neither of the groups
cmerged  victorious, and so the two
groups effected a truce.,

However, if the names of those select-
ed by the screening committee were
scrutinized one gets the impression that
Mr. K, Brahmananda Reddy must have
played his cards astutely. For though
the Ministerialist and Unity Front can-
didates are approximately equal in num-
ber, it could not be a mere accident
that the ministerialists are very largely
assigned cither the constituencies: where
the Congress had lost in the last gene-
ral elections or those where it had won
by a bare majority.

There appears to be  considerable
truth in the view that it was the Chief
Minister and his new-found friend Mr.
V. B. Raju who have suffered the worst.
There is also a persistent talk that the
relations between the  Chief Minister
and Mr. Alluri have all but become cold
and the trusted followers and lieute-
wants of My, Sanjeeviah are fretting and
fuming at what they think is the worst
betrayal of the Chief Minister by Mr.
Alluri. They do not even seek to hide
their suspicion that Mr. Alluri, to gain
his own personal ends, had struck a
bargain with Mr, Brahmananda Reddy.

The feeling is not altogether un-
founded that M¢ Alluri is playing an
adept game to secure the confidence of
Delhi circles, by making concessions to
the Unity Front in the screeniz}g com-
mittee and later throwing his’ weight
with the Chief Minister in the Pradesh
Election Committee—the final body in

11

the State to make recommendations. It
is clear the Chief Minister is obviously
displeased, as he has made it plain
that he intends to put up a stiff fight in
the PEC. It should not surprise anyone
if Mr. Alluri assumes the role of the
grand patriarch and advises the Unity
Front representatives that just as he
himself had yielded on a number of
issues in the screening committee in
the interests of unity and unanimity,
they should now show a like disposition
towards the Chief Minister by yielding
to his wishes. Mr. Alluri would then
emerge as the one leader who is more
concerned for the unity of the organi-
zation and conform to the central direc-
tive that whatever be the differences
between the two groups in the State
Congress, they should act in  unison
to secure success for the Congress at the
polls.

o L L

The echo of the dust and noise raised
in the last session of the State Assembly
over corruption and nepotism in the
Co-operative Department and the Mi-
nistry in charge of handlooms, and the
charges and counter-charges of Mr. Pra-
gada Kotiah, M.I,.A., belonging to the
Chicf Minister’s group and Mr. Konda
Laxman Bapuji, the Minister for Small-
scale Industrics, has led to the suspen-
sion of the Director of Handlooms,
who is about to retire in three months,
and the appointment of Mr. T. Sesha-
chari, I.A.S., to enquire into the affairs
of the Andhra Handloom Apex
Seciety.

It is learnt that the AICC had asked
the Congress Legislature Party and the
State parliamentary body to take dis-
ciplinary action against Mr. Pragada
Kotiah who had violated the party
whip and openly levelled charges of
a grave nature against a minister, in-
spite of a previous warning hy the Con-
gress Legislature Party.
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dence to finish myv tour in Gujarat
without  a physical breakdoswn.
The strain was no doubt much
but it was worthwhile.  After the
Lirge Baroda meeting, 1 visited
other places and addressed eqaally
big meetings at Bhavnagar, Paii-
tana,  Jamnagar. Bhuj, Junagadh,
Waitkner and Rajhot. AU cacli one
of these places T was struck by the
size as well as the enthusiasm of
the audiences. People from the
villages  around came to these
meetings and Sri Ko ML Munshi's
Cujarati speeches were most i
pressive and, 1 could see. went
straight to the hearts of the peo-
ple. Sri Davabhai Patels Gu-
jarati I'(‘II(I('I‘illQ; of 1) spu-('h-
escosentenee by sentence. was
p(-rl'('('(. The incisive  Hindi of
AMaharawal Lakshman Sineh was
of great nse. Telt Gandhiji's home-
counlry  awas  once  again i
the forefront of  the ficht for
freedom, real freedom in the sense
wunted by the Father of - the
Nation — minimum — governmient
intervention and manimom indivi-
duad frecedom.
*

Al Rikot T conld see the strong
resentiment of the people against
the tacties of the Congress Party
hosses  who tricd every pussil»l:-
means of ervorising the peopl.
and exploiting their weaknesses s
as to get the ruling party’s posi-
tion retained. dhe comments made
by the Prime Minister at Kanpur
on donations ¢given both 1o the
Congress and  Swatantra partics
do not mean that any sach contri-
bitions  will be rejected by the
Congress.  The Prime Minister's
feclings are to be used only as a
further sanction for getting funds
exclusivelv for the Congress: not
to reject any money as tainted by
want  of* exclusive  faith, 1

L did  not exaggerate v con-

viction  when  Tosadd  at Ry-
kot that whatever may be  the
result. the Congress Party’s bra-
zen-faced utilization of  Govern-
ment  position and collection  of
funds from the business commu-
nity at the peint of the permit-

clections legally invalid and moral-
Iy indefensible. My l)l(‘il that the
Congress  must step down from
office well before the elections is
demonstrated 1o he absolutely
essential iff we want the l’<-nl)lc-s
Representation Act to be a reality
and not o Law to be evaded by tI).(‘
raling party and enforced only
against — Opposition parties. S0
faras 1 am concerned,  such
stecess  as nuy be o achieved
by the Congrcss is oan ille-
cal and dmmoral victory, Fhe
\ll“l\ taken by e (I(\HQ‘I‘('.\‘.\' fo
mobilise a2l oy erment power
and mllnence tor the collection ot
hids and o pat pressure on
voters are all steps elearly prohi-
bited by the People’'s Representa-
tion Act.

x

Flsewhere o this issie s prib-
lished a Tetter from Srio Nurarji
Vaidva  which brines to - gl a
cliwing case of injnstice to an indi-
vidnal and the wation arising oul
ol the political partisanship ot the
Congress Partv, Vhe case follv de-
monstrates the plea of the Switlini-
tra Party thet confining freedom
of action to a few. in the totalita-
riane wave is unintcllicent and -
moral.  Such Thmitations put an
arbitiary Himit 1o the quantity and
(lll;lll'('\ of service o saviety which
mieht otherwise he forthcomin.s.
Production in an inlree socioty s
lmited by the imacination of the
lew who are in control and st
be undonbtediy helow the Tl po-
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tential of the society. Freedom s
the natural condition for realiza-
tion of the Tman potential.

“The  (Integration)  Conference
alfowed itself to be hogged
vadne appeals and pions plaii-
tudes.™ A nexus among the edn-
cated classes is a pre-reguisite of
national integration.” A golden
opportunity ol giving a courageons
lead on a cracial issue has heen
lost.” These sentences are from 1
leading  dailv’s - editorial, o daily
that has heen adwavs very pro-
Hindi.  The nexis—a |anv|gn;lg‘('
tnderstood all over Indin—is 1n-
doubtedly Englishe uot anyv other
language. not even Hindi. A nevus
is that  which binds 1|)in§_',s to-
cether. We need a rope that is
ready for it We do not begin
sowing colton and spinning - and
Iwisting to make a rope when we
require it at once to hind people
together,  who are admittediy
doing apart under the impact of
redional Tinguistic divisions both
in administration and education.
Hindi is no solition therefore and
anvattempl to trv it will - only
make  disintegration worse. The
advice or quasi-decree that Nor-
therners should study one of the
Sonthern hmguages is a carrol
that will not deceive the Southern
donkev which is not wanting i
inl(-Hinn('(*. \  Northerner  wiil
never, can never dooit undess he
is oue that Tives in Madras, Hoon-
forced on the students in UP, or

A TATA-FISON PRODUCT
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the Punjab, it would be a mean-
ingless burden as the same paper
puts it very justly.

x

These prescriptions for breadth
of understanding are good for the
seleet few but cannot be  swal-
lowed by a whole population. It
requires ages of peaceful inter-
course or brutal couquest for a
language to spread among 400
millions. The result of two hund-
red years of the British regime
should not be thrown away in
favour of any new and futile un-
dertaking,

The Indian Express's own cor-
respondent in New Delhi suc-
cinctly reports the strategy of the
Congress Party. “The ruling party
is out to steal the thunder of its
opponents from the right and the
left.” Deception goes by the name
of strategy. But indeed, is there
anything for the ruling party to
steal from the left? Partners do
not steal from one another. It is
just a trick to hide the partnership
between the Congress Party and
the Communist Party.

*

The two Chief Justices made
each an important contribution at
the Lawyers’ Meet at Mulras on
October 15. The Madras Chicf
Justice urged that the bar should
not languish and deteriorate, be-
cause it had a greater duty now to
perform, as a guarantor of the
liberty of the individual and as a
bulwark of freedom and demo-
cracy. He said that it was unfor-
tunate that the bar had lost its
leadership in society. Chief Justice
Ramachandra Iyer elaborated his
advice and made a very valuable
contribution to the professional
philosophy of lawyers. The Mysore
Chief Justice appealed to the new
rulers of our country to respect
the rule of law—Law in its wider
and truer sense, not in the sense
of the latest amendments passed
by the Lok Sabha under the guid-
ance of the ruling party, but the
Law that is the law of all laws and
all civilized governance.

c.A-
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PERMIT -LICENCE RAJ IN ACTION

Sri Murarji Vaidva, an eminent
member of the Swatantra Party
who was President of the City of
Bombay branch of the party ntil
recently and retired  from it
on acconnt of illness in accordanee
with medical advice, has a clear
case of partisan injustice at the
cost of national interest to expose
betore the S)uf)lic. The following
letter from him addressed to me
puts all the facts briefly and accu-
rately and deserves to be read by
all persons who care for  good
government  in our country. [t
appears to be a case where the
vested  interests of - monopolists
under  Congress patronage  have
prevailed over national interests.

C.R.

Dear Rajaji,

With the view of providing cheaper
and quicker mode of trunsportation to
the growing middle dass and low in-
come group of people of India, T orin-
na'ly conceived the idea of manufactur-
ing small low cost cars in 1959. 1 found
in London, in one of my travels to the
Continent, the “Noble 2007 car  just
the perfect and suitable car T had in iy
mind. After examining and  investigat-
ing several dssues connected  with the
project, T concluded an agreement with
Messrs. York Noble Group of Industrivs,
U.K.. to manufacture “Noble 2007 cars
i India. Under the agreement, we are
permitted to export “Noble™ cars to il
the neighbouring and Middle East coun-
tries, ;

I submivted my proposal as far back
as September 1959 and also appeared
before the Ad hoe Committee on Auto-
mobile  Industry which is  popululy
known as the “Jha Committee”, which
went into the question of examining the
need to produce small cars in India. I
put forward all the advantages that the
coamtry would gain jn the event of ac-
ceptance of my prgposal.

Incidentally, it may be mentioned
here that a brief resume of my propo-
sal is given under Appendix VI, page
164 and Appendix "VIII, page 169 in
the “Report of the ‘Ad hoc Committce
on Automobile Industry” published by
the Mauager of Publications, Govern-
ment of India, New Delhi 1960.

1 formally applied on 11th March
1960, under letter No. 40-J(U)/80, for
an Industrial Licence to  manufacture
the “Noble 200~ car in India which is
a small three-wheeled auto-vehicle. To
this application, the Government of

Indiac  replied  to me by its  letter,
No A K. Ind. 13(32)/60 dated 4th Adgust
1968, that the licence could  not be
granted on the ground that we would
not be able to manufacture 80 per cent

“of the  components for the pmpns("(]

three-wheeled  car. This  implies,  we
should rightly conclnde, that the Goy-
crument  of India had no  objection,
whatsoever, to grant the licence, if we
were able to manufacture 60 pers cent
of the components.

To this point, in my reply  letter
NoA0-10D/120/60 dated 12th August
1960, 1 asstred  the Government  that
we would he able to obtain or mann-
facture indigencously 70 per cent or
even 80 per cent or more components
of the “Noble” car, and the Govern-
ment would not have to allot  any
amount of foreign exchange at any time
for our project. All the required forcign
exchange, automobile components  and
technical know-how  would be secured
by us without involving Government's
help anywhere as we would obtain in-
vestiment and  carn more foreign - ex-
change than we spend by exports ot
the car to the territories for which we
have the licence. It is highly deplor-
able that the Government did not take
this point into account.

Even after [ gave several assurances
of this nature to allay the fears of the
Government,  strangely  enough,  th,
Government  of  India informed e
through its letter  No AEInd.13(%2)/60
dated  15th October 1960, that the
Government did not consider that there
was any scope for the mar ufacture of
a vehicle in the  conntry such as  was
proposed by me and, therefore, licence
could not be grantedd ynder the Indus-
trics (Development & Regulation) Act,
1931 to undertake the‘projovt,

I protested  against  this  illogical
judgment of the Government by my let-
ter No.40-J/366/80 dater 4th November
1960 addressed ta  Mr. N. R. Reddy,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of
India, Ministry of Commerce & Indus-
try, New Delhi andsby my letter No. 40-
J/365/60 dated 4th November 1960 ad-
dressed to Shri Manubhai Shah, Minis-
ter for Industries, Ministry of Com-
merce & Industry, Government of India,
New Delhi. ®

Inspite of my repeated assurances and
guarantees, the Government of India
had again informed me through its
letter No.A.E.Ind,13(32)/60 that the
Government was not considering any
proposal for the manufacture of any
more cars in the country in the private:
sector. After the Third Five-Year Plax
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targets were announced 1 had again
written a’ letter to the Government on
othe 8th August 1961, sceking Govern-
ment’s  re-consideration of the whole
scheme. To this, I received a similar
reply such as the one I had receivad
earlier, saying that the Government
would not consider any proposal for the
manufacture of any more cars in the
country in the private sector.

From the replies given by the Gov-
emment of India, 1 find contradictory
statements for not giving us the indus-
trial licgnce. Mr. B. K, Varma’s letter
No.A.E.Ind.13(32)/60 dated 4th August
1960, clearly states that the licence
could not be granted on the fear that
we would not be able to manufacture
60 per cent of the components, This
implies that the Government had no
objection to grant the licence if we were
able to manufacture or obtain 60 per
cent of the components. Mr, N. R.
Reddy’s  letter  No.A.E.Ind.13(32)/60
dated 21st November 1960, states that
the licence could not be granted be-
cause Government was not  considering
any proposal for the manufacture of
any more cars in the private sector, We
should conclude on the basis of these
contradictory letters that the Govern-
ment had changed its policy on the
manufacture  of small car within a
period of three months, ic., between
August 4, 1960 and November 21, 1960.
I wonder what has nccessitated this
change? I wonder on what basis the
Government of India has brought this
change? There is no justification for the
Goavernment to say that the small car
manufacturing is reserved for the pub-
lic sector, The latest Resolution on In-
dustrial Policy is dated 30th April 1956.
This resolution provides that industry
should be classified into threc categories
as follows:

(2) Industries the future development
of which will e the exclusive res-
ponsibility of the State,

(b) Industries which will be progress-
ively State-owned and in which
the State will generally take the
initiative in establishing new
undertakings, but in which private
enterprise will algp be expected
to supplement the effort of the
State.

(c) All other industries, not included
in the first two categories, the
future development of which will,

.. in general, be left to the initiative

and enterprise of the private
sector.

Automobile industry does not fall
into the first category. Moreover, it is
hitherto aligned with the private sector
in India. There is no justification for
the Government to enter into this field.
We believe, such a step wuuld be in

. L
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contravention. of the Industrial Policy
Resolution. It is a commonly accepted
policy that the Government would
enter an industry when one or a com-
bination of the following factors can-
not be satisfied by the private sector:

(a) The industry is of strategic im-

portance and, therefore, its opera-
tion at the hands of the State is
essential,

(h) The investment involved is too
great for any private investor to
be seriously interested in esta-
blishing a plant of the magnitude
involved.

The industry is i respect of new
technical  innovation or develop-
ment and the private investor is
shy of investment,

The industry is monopoly-infested
and private investors find it un-
cconomical to compete, in which
case the State, taking account of
the fact that it may incur losses
in initial stages, may step in to
provide  better services to  the
country.

It is noteworthy that none of the
above factors exists in respect of small
car manufacturing industry. It is highly
discriminatory on the part of the Gov-
crnment of India to refuse to issue the
licence to me, in  particular, on the
ground that it waats to prohibit private
entreprenceurs  from entering into  the
antomobile manufacturing field, when

~o

(c

(d

=

all along it has issued licences to pri-

vate  sector parties for this  industry.
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After all, automobile is a  consumer
product. As such and like all other con-
sumer industries, it should exclusively
be preserved for the private sector. The
principle of letting private enterprise
flourish, wherever it is justified as dec-
lared in the industrial Policy Resolu-
tion, has conveniently and frequently
been firted with by the Government of
India. The Government has not felt shy
in issuing licences to its own party peo-
ple wherever it desired to do so.
In the automobile field, innumecrable
licences have been issued to its own
party men either to expand their exist-
ing capacities or to start new ventures.
Notable examples are Birlas” expansion
scheme in the IHindustan Motor Com-
pany and Kamalnayan Bajaj’s expansion
for manufacturing scooters and threc-
wheeled autos.

This kind of adopting one set of prin-
ciples to its party people and advocating
another set of principles to the indus-
trialists who do not belong to its own
rank is a sheer negation of democratic
principles, tradition, and surely is an
uncthical conduct of the party in
power.

Salient features of our proposal:

(1) Application was made on 11th
March 1980, for manufacturing
three-wheeled passenger cars,

(2) The cost of the proposed car
would be below Rs. 4,000, It runs
very cconomically at 80 miles per
gallon. Incidentally it may he

(Established : 1911)
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mentioned here that the propos-
ed Government’s car is estimated
to cost around Rs, 6,500,

{3) There is no foreign exchange in-
volved either in the manufacture
or in the sale of this car.

{4) On the other hand, foreign ex-
change can bhe eamed since we
contemplate to export these cars,
Under our agreement with the
British collaborators we are per-
mitted to export these cars to
the neighbouring countries  like
Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon, Afgha-
nistan, Nepal, Siam and to the
countries of the Middle East, like
Iraq. Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Saudi-
Avabia, ctc.

(3) T do not think any such proposal
so favourable for the country's
interest has been placed  before
the Government so far.

(6) We are not after Government's
help in any form for our scheme
to materialize, other than seeking
Industrial Licence.

Inspite of the fact that I agreed to
all the conditions the Government of
India had put forward. I was deprived
the opportunity of manufacturing the
three-wheeled  “Noble 2007 cars in
India. There could not be greater in-
justice than this.

MuRaryt J. Vaibya
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AUDITING OF CO-OP. SOCIETIES,

THE DASHBOARD
OF BUSINESS

Work the VISADEX way to get the
best out of your men, machines and
materials.

know at a glance. VISADEX offers you a
fluent indexing system by which records
are kept on cards, while colour signals

needed, whether production is ahead

VISADEX can tell you what you need to ‘

spotlight what things are in stock or

of or behind schedule, sales are increas-

ing or decreasing, where to intensify
advertising, which department requires
more personnel, who owes you and how
much ... VISADEX, in short, affords
greater control at less cost, besides
keeping records secure.

Our VISADEX Representative will be happy
wo show you, without obligation, how simple
VISADEX is to operate—eithar with Card Pockets
or Brass Card-holders—and how aeasily ik can
meet your specific requirements,

Wweira for -descriptive illgscrated folder
Our Offices at:
BOMBAY - CALCUTTA - MADRAS - DELHI
KANPUR - HYDERABAD
Stockists atl over Jadis & abrosd

By AS. KUPPUSWANMII
Quite a number of co-operatives are  the Registrar superseded  the Bourd  of
victims to serious administrative lapses  Directors and appointed a full-time Spe-
and errors and the situation calls for  cial Officer on 30-3-1961. and the so-
suitable and encrgetie action, ciety has been under official management
In 1938-39, there was misappropria-*  since then.  But no steps have been
tion to the extent of Rs. 3033 ina  tiken so far to recover the misapprdpri-
consumner co-operative society in a dis-  ated stocks and funds from those res-
trict headquarter station. It shot up to  ponsible for it. Instead. the Special Offi-
Rs. 315312 in 1959-80. The statu- cer issued notices to the Directors—
tory audit certificate for 1938-59 has not  against whom there wis no sugeestion
vet been published.  The audit stall  of misappropriation—demanding — pay-
should normally have checked the ac- ment of  Rs. 23636 being the so-
counts of 1938-39, within about three  ciety's loss for 1959-60, on the grownd
months after the year end. There is no that they were “jointly and severally”
explanation for the inordinate delay in liable for the loss on account of “gross
State audit. The society is “C” class;  negligence”, without so much as addhvie-
that is to say, it is not in a sound and ing proof for such an allegation.
healthy condition. And yet priority was No meeting of the general hady has
not given to the auditing of the socicty.  been held sinee 31-12-1938, though the
A complaiut of prima facie misappro-  ultimate  power of management s
printion of Rs. 24000 was made to  vested in the general bady under the
the Deputy Registrar, who thercupon  bye-laws. The Special Officer has been
ordered a special enquiry under Section  keeping the ‘;u-m-nfl boady in the dark
38 of the Co-operative Societies Act  about the affairs of the society.
into the working and financial condition These facts do not require any com-
of the society on 1-10-1960. On  ment but if the Congress Cnvc-rnmmjt
25.12-60. the president of the society  fails to act betimes to set the house in
furnished to the Registrar full particu-  order, there is no doubt that there will
lars of the misappropriation of the net  be a serious set-back to the (‘O-Op(‘rt.\tive
value of Rs. 28,6533. Thereupon, movement in the concerned localities,
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CAPITAL COMMENTS

SWARAJYA

ALL IN THE GAME
By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Communist spokesmen
do not casily slip. Their feet are firm
when they tread the party line as
drawn by its supreme bosses. They are
not lost in the subtle nuances of lan-
guage when they fecl that the occasion
calls f& a certain bluntness of speech.
They suffer from no inhibitions even
when they happen to enjoy the hos-
pitality of friends abroad.

The Polish President, Mr. Aleksander
Zawadski, felt in no way handicapped
by the welcome he received in Delhi
last week. At the State banquet in his
honour when the Vice-President spoke
criticizing the  resumption of  nuclear
tests, he justified them, much as  Mr.
Khrushchov would have liked him to do,
At the same time, again like Mr. Xhru-
shehov, he  welcomed cfforts for a
complete and  general  disarmament.
Though lhe did not agree with the
Nechru sentiment echoed by Dr. Radha-
krishnan in respect of ban on nudlear
tests, he did not fail or forget to praise
Mr. Nehru's role as a peace-maker, Mr.
Nehru does not deny his sympathy for
the Poles in their fear of the rise of
German  militarism, but he will not
have it as an excuse for nuclear tests,

o ° °

The Prime Minister described  the
commundl  disturbances in his home-
Statc as ‘disgraceful’  but he seemed
to be consoled by the thought that the
masses were not really caught up in the
frenzy. By his recent pronouncement,
the U.P, Home Minister, Mr. Charan
Singh has created, the impression that
neither the students of the Aligarh Uni-
versity were exclusively responsible for
the misdeeds nor were the passions of
people roused all of a sudden, as ear-
lier believed. He spoke, of course with
inside knowledge, of sigms. of “g com-
mon pattern” behind the incidents in
Aligarh and other places—indeed, of “a
conspiracy, laid deep and wide”. These
are doubtless disturbing disclosures,

No such deep plot could be in  the
nature of a bolt from the blue. It is
Suggestive of the massing of the clouds
and the brewing of the storm. Does Mr.
Charan Singh mean that the State Gov-
ernment had all along been kept in the
dark by its own Intelligence Depart-
ment (unless it comprised men with no
intelligence)? Or does he mean that the
Government was inalert even if it was
in possession of secret  information?

Neither  would do any credit  to the
Government of Uttar Pradesh.

Mr. Charan Singh also dropped dark
hints about the prejudicial activities of
some Muslim organizations: he even
named them, Surely they had not sprung
into existence suddenly or only the other
day. They must have bheen functioning
for quite a long time. Mr. Charan Singh
also spoke of “vegetarians” having been
trained in the deadly use of the knife
and miscreants let loose by cortain poli-
tical clements, e did not, or would
not,  name these presumably  Hindu
bodies.  This was not perhaps quite a
secular way of discussing the situation.

The Home Minister of  U.P., how-
ever, excelled himself when he gave a
political  colouring to the communal
riots, a trifle crudely as a party man.
He would like us all to believe that the
eruptions in Aligarh and eclsewhere in
his domains had something to do with
the coming clections, If he was on firm
ground and had inside knowledge, he
should have been more forthright and
certainly more specific. He can still take
the public into confidence. Otherwise,
the kind of talk he did, might sound
like something perilously nearer politi-
cal blackmail,

® ™ ¢

Kerala has been very much in the
news.  Everything about its ministerial
alliance is as intriguing as ever. The
Congress will have no truck with the
League, while the League will never be
reconciled to the position of a sleeping
partner. Congress complaints against the
PSP  Chief have not been dropped,
despite the Prime Minister’s  caution,
following his own talks with Mr. Thanu
Pillai at Puwrambikulam. Indeed, the
Prime Minister gave the congressmen
in Kerala a bit of his mind in view of
their internal squabbles, The Congress
President too wasted his advice on them.
It is hardly surprising that the Congress-
PSP talks in respect of allocation of
seats for their respective candidates for
the elections to Lok Sabha have broken
down. With the PSP having no under-
standing with the Congress and with
the Congress having no “truck” with
the Muslim League, the Ministry in
Kerala is supposed to he kept going for
its whole term, which must be a feat
that only super-politicians or rank op-
partunists can  perform!  Perhaps the
Congress is not wanting in either.
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KANPUR COLLECTIONS

The question of not only the Prime
Minister bhut of chicf ministers and other
ministers associating  themselves with
fund-raising for the elections is not a
new  question. It is an old one, and
will be put again and again, unless
people’s ideas on the subject ave cleared,
and the doubts are removed. ...,

The Prime Minister knows, and the
whole country knows, that large clec-
tion funds arc collected by the Con-
gress (other parties too do the same) and
the ministers play a big part in making
these collections, I the ministers really
keep out of this fund-raising,  the
amount collected will not be even one-
tenth of what s actually collected.

The most successful chief minister is
one who can deftly raise large funds
tor the operations of the party, under

> his own control. The chief ministers of

Bengal, Madras, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
among others, are noted for their hold
on Big Business. ...............

Since collecting money for party work
is regarded as something of which one
should feel ashamed, the whole busi-
ness is conducted in a clandestine man-
ner. Two general elections have been
fought, but no one yet knows the de-
tails of the party funds collected in the
country,

No conpons were printed, no receipts
were given, no accounts were publishoed
as to how the funds were utilized. ... ..

This business of raising funds for the
party needs being looked into the face
squarely.

All those who pay money and who
receive money—their names should ba
known. There should be no secret trans-
actions. Sceret funds are not good for
democeracy. They are bad for everyone
except politicians who thrive on these.
With money secretly secured from peo-
ple who have no interest in how
that money is utilized excepting secur-
ing some favour or avoiding some dis.
favour,  politicians have done  great
damage to the working of the Con-
gress organization and  democracy in
the country. ............

No doubt, the Chief Minister (of
U.P) insisted and got away with
it, that there will be an additional
secret fund to which contributions will
be made at  his instance, and which
inevitably would be under his personal
control and supervision. This secret
fund would most likely be higger than
the (open) one being raised by Mr, Jain..

What is stated above raises issues
which affect national character. The
Prime Minister’s remarks made while
receiving the purses have Thelped
in perpetoating the dilemma of dualism.

Courtesv: The Citizen Kannur
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

SWARAJYA

MADURAL A.I.C.C. MEETING

Sir,—During the recent mecting of
the A LC.C. in Madurai, a big force of
policemen, both in uniform and plain-
clothed from all over the country, was
drafted to protect  the person of the
Prime Minister and the other V.ILPs. in
the Congress camp at an cnormous cost
to the public exchequer,  There  the
Prime Ministev is reported to have said
that, from what he saw of those travell-
ing in buses and trains, he formed the
impression that the peaple were now bet-
ter clothed and better fed than before,
Evidently, he did not know that his
conducted tours and planned processions
are preceded by mass  clearance  in
lorrics of heggms and pavement-dwel-
lers to long distances and left there
with strict instructions not to return to
the city for a week. Thirdly, the extra-
vagance and waste to the tune of 23
lakhs of rupees for that three-day tama-
sha is absolutely unjustifiable by any
standard. Tlow onc wishes that{the 23
lakhs of rupees speat on the ALC.C)
and the adjunct shows was diverted to
the improvement of the wretched slums
in the city, which Mr. Nchru was not
privileged to sce!

'No doubt the money has in the main
come from big contractors, bus mag-
nates, etc,, whose interests are closely

linked up with the party in power, In
the ultimate anmalysis, however, every
pie of it has been coutributed by the

agriculturists,  toiling  labourers  and’

middle class people, who wre leading a
subnormal lifc§

The ALCC, did not even consider
it necessary to touch the question of the
rising prices, which has made life to
mi'lions of people a living death. The
Prime Minister does not even appear to
have alluded to it.l

There has been much fretting  and
fuming by the Prime Minister over the
three-fold evils of caste-ism,. communal-
ism and linguism. He also strongly con-
demned the Haunting of “backwardness”
to secure patronage aud privileges. The
attacks and condemnation were repeat-
ed hy some State ministers without even
a sense of humour. If Mr. Nehru did a
little probe into the matter, he would
have discovered that in admissions to
educational  and  professional  institu-
tions, and in appointments and promo-
tions, C()ngr(*ss-g()vvrncd States  have
been  guilty of the most  inequitable
acts of caste-ism, communalism and
linguism,

The Prime Minister eloquently stated
with insight that the greatness that
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came to India in the past was due to

high thinking and noble ideals, and,
hard attempts in scarch of truth.  But

this greatness was founded not en spo-

ligtion of the property rights of others

in the name of “socialist pattern’ ot

Government, hut on Dharma.

Sivaganga M. G. Guruswas Avan
-

WHY SYRIA BROKE AWAY
FROM UAR. .

Sir,—The policy of State monopoly
in trade and industry, misnamed ‘Na-
tional  Socialism’, has recently resulted
in the break-up of UAR.

The Egyptiin  rulers by creating
scarcity throngh quotas and permits had
allowed  exorbitant profits being made
by the privileged few. Prices of com-
madities went up and the people igno-
rantly attributed it all to private en-
terprise. Tt was then that almost all tho
trade and industry were nationalized,
compensating  the investors with Gov-
ernment bonds in currency which fast
depreciated. Later high profiteering was
carricd on by the  Government, the
public gaining nothing by the change.
The Svrians who were mostly traders
and industrialists  were  not  happy,
though those who held Egyptian bonds
had had to support Nasser's regime,

In India the quota and permit hold-
ers are given a free hand to make huge
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profits, probably designed to find ex-
cuse for nationalizing all trade and in-
dustries after the next elections,

So we need not be surprised if all
those' who are today enjoying the tiger-
ride of permits and quotas soon find them-
selves inside the tiger. As soon as the
Congress propaganda machine is releas-
ed after the coming election, it will he
geated to maligning the profiteers in
priyate trade and industrics. We wiil
then be witnessing the dragon’s tecth
of disintegration and class-war,
Rajkol, Navraamwan C. Tiprat

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Sir,—It scems strange that a need for
national integration has been  realized
and stressed upon in our ffteenth year
of freedom, As one probes into things
that have taken place in the last 14
years, one finds nothing more baftling,
complicate and intricate than the prob-
lem of languages,

Very often the issue of language has
assumed  alarming  proportions in  the
propagation of Hindi as a national and
official language of India, and banish-
ing English, lock, stock and barrel {from
India. There has been so much muddled
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thinking in the attempt to make Hindi
the official linguage, and it has unleash-
ed disruptive forces and fissiparous ten-
dencies in the country.

There is so much heat in discussions ©

in all the linguistic States about their
regional languages becoming the me-
dium of instruction in schools and col-

leges and about the official language of

the States. If, in spite of all this lingu-
istic frenzy, should Hindi be injected
into the administration it is more than
likely to prove disastrous. It is a blind
patriotism to ignore the sign of the times
and indulge in spectacular  gestures
iznoring realitics. At the recent confe-
rence of the Chief Ministers held in
New Delhi, there was a distinet incli-
nation among non-Hindi States’ repre-
sentatives favowring the continnance of
English. Onr State Finance Minister too,
after his recent foreign tour, has cate-
gorically stated that English is the only
international language and must be well
learnt.

I India is to progress cconomically,
socially, and culturally,  the linguistic
chauvinism and  jingoism  must  yicld
place to saner thinking and sober judg-
ment by maintaining the status quo. An
cloquent  testimony to this irrefutable
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necéssity has been voiced by our elder
statesman whoe has said that “an assur-
ance in respect of the continuance of
inglish as the medium of higher edu-
cation and of all official work with full
facilitics for the public to be in touch
with government through translations as
in the British days will achieve a great
deal and many of the disintegrating
forces  will fade away as a result”
There s wisdom in this  statement
which  none  can deny  but  carnest-
minded men can profit by in secking
a solution for the problem of languages.
Madras R. S. V. Rao
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’l'-'])(!lyﬁilt(’ of the U.S. in the United

enough Wltdy t():7-00!_1&*1mll_._;Nuti(ms, has a  reputation for
the resumptiosf-nuclear test 8% clear  thinking, which entitles

plosions by Russia, one must pro-
test also against the unsatisfactory
attitude of America in respect of
the UN. resolution sponsored by
India. As a matter o]g immediate
urgency it is right that the Scandi-
navian States and Japan have
come forward for priority to a call
to Mr. Khrushchov to give up the
threatened  50-megaton  nuclear
test. The immensely increased
adverse effect of such an explo-
sion on the health of the world
population is enough for this
urgent uppeal from the highest
world forum now available. Tke
plea of Russia that these explo-
sions which foul the world atmos-
phere - were necessitated in order
to  prevent a war which would
mean the perishing of millions and
the . vanishing ,of ‘entire countries

" may, be good propaganda and
* look meaningful in the eyes of the

people of Russia (though even this
is very doubtful) but can carry no
conviction to the people of the
world who are to E: the Victims
of such wanton, *immediate in-
jury, on the ground that it might
intimidate nations into peace.

On the other hand, the state-
ment of Mr. Adlai Stevenson is

. gnat worthy of his record and great

intelligence. He threatens that the
United States will resume nuclear
tests and thereby double the im-
medliate attack on world health if
the Soviet Union should continue
its series of nuclear tests. Mr. Adlai
* Stevenson' besides being the Chicf

world citizens to ask in  dismay
what this strange attitude means.
Surely the issue is not only
between Russia and America or,
at all, an issue between them. The
question is whether either of these
nations or both of them (it makes
no difference) are entitled to do
such immense present mischief to
the health of the world. All ways
to prevent Russia from behaving
wickedly may and should be tried,
bhut it is absurd to think that a
threat to double the injury to the
world is either a deterrent or a
sound argument. Russia is inter-
ested in her tests and if America
cxplodes new tests,  Russia will
not for that reason, stop her tests
but only redouble her tests—the
net result being doubling and
“quadrupling the crime against the
world.

" If A threatens to murder a child,

would B prevent it by threaten-
ing to murder another child in
whom A is not interested? If Mr.
Adlai Stevenson had good autho-
rity to say that if the Soviet
Union experimented with a 50-
megaton Eevice, it would expose
80 per cent of the world’s popu-

The power of perpetuating
our property in our families is
one of the most valuable circum-
stances belonging to it, and that
which tends the most to the per-
petuation of society itself.

Epmunp Burke

THEGIANT - EXPLOSION

lation to radio-active fall-out of a
far more massive nature than that
of all the fall-out that had re-
sulted from all the nuclear tests
made since 1945, would that hor-
rible truth justify doubling it in
absurd  and  profitless  retalia-
tion? This sort of race between
two criminal competitors in tech-
nological adventure has neither
seuse nor even plausibility to sup-
port it. It cannot help to push the
security of America or Russia one
inch forward, even if the security
of America pr Russia against each
other were a justiﬁcation to des-
troy the world or poison mankind.
After presenting his unconvine-
ing argument, Mr. Adlai Steven-
son is stated to have “firmly
opposed”  the moratorium  on
nuclear tests proposed by India.
Sometimes simple available solu-
tions are better than unavailable
complex ones, specially when
there is no time to build up the
complex solutions to the satisfac-
tion of both the two highly pre:
judiced and obstinate parties. A
complex and fraud-proof solutior
being impossible of conceptior
and acceptance, let us try a simplc
solution. A “morass of confusior
and deceit,” such as  Mr. Adla
Stevenson fears will result from :
simple solution, is certainly bette:
than actual nuclear fall-out affect
ing 80 per cent of the worlc
population, and the doubling o
it by way of retaliation or in pur
suit of an insane theory that sucl
a competition will enhance the
security or the reputation o
America.
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STUDY GROUP’S PROPOSALS
By J]. M. LOBO PRABHU

The Study Group headed by Mr. Jaya
Prakash Narayan and including Mrs.
Kripalani and Messrs. Anna Sahch,
Krishna, Brajraj Singh, and the Chief
Secretary of Orissa and the Commis-
sioner for Scheduled Classes, has rc-
commended that there should be a
guarantee of employment for the weakoer
sections of the population. In my book
New Thinking and in much that I have
written since, I have made Employment
Insurance not only the starting-point of
planning but the foundation for higher
economics to the sections already em-
ployed. The basic wealth of a country
is its labour, which converts natural
resources into commodities and services
which the people require. On the other
hand, labour which is idle eats up the
production of others without making
any return.

It is calculated by Prof. Mahalanobis
that the unemployment and under-
employment added up to 45 millions
daily. The subsequent census figures
and the admitted increase in unemploy-
ment probably raise the figures to 60
millions—which is more than a third ol
the working population. The Study
Group is right in holding that such un-
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employment js  economically  and
morally a dead weight, which deserves
prior attention.  The Swatantra Party
is the only party which has recognized
this, and in its statement of policy has
demanded the creation of employment
opportunities by replacing machines by
manual  labour to the greatest  extent
possible.

Since there is agreement between the
Study Group and the Swatantra Party
on the necessity for deliberately creat-
ing employment, the diflerence, if any,
is only in respect of the means. The
Study Group proposcs a fourfold pro-
gramme, public works, villagization of
land, widespread rural industrialization
and extensive educational assistance.

The public works programme is to
include land reclamation, contour bund-
ing, soil and water conscrvation, road
building. These items, to which may
also be added afforestation, are already
in the programme of the Government.
The question is if they can be enlarged
sufficiently to employ cven half the un-
employed population, without increasing
government  expenditure  beyond  the
tax-paying capacity of the population.
To employ 30 millions, at the minimum
wage of Rs. 500 annually, involves an
aggregate  expenditure of Rs. 1,500
crores, which is nearly cqual to the
present taxation of the Centre and the
States. The additional tax effort for the
Third Plun has been placed at Rs. 300
crores amually, and it may be agreed
that this may be wholly directed for
expenditure in rural arcas on an addi-
tional programme of public works. This
would create employment only for 8
millions directly and perhaps an equul
number  indirectly through subsidiary
employment, particularly in the services
created by these new incomes in the
rural areas. This is, however, very far
from full employment for which reason
the Government has to be activating
private enterprise.

Private enterprise responds only to
felt needs. Now two questions arise,
first, what are the felt nceds, and second
how can the Government help their
fulfilment. The first felt need is housing,
which the Government has admitted is
required in respect of 50 million houses,
which are sub-standard. Secondly, there
are industries, amenities, which are
lacking in villages comparatively with
towns to which private enterprise wouid
be attracted if government recognizes
them as necessary and is prepared to
help. In fact, the third proposal of the
Study Group, rural industrialization, is
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meaningless unless such industrialization
serves the villages and not the ¢owns.

The basic mistake the Plans of the
Congress Government have so far made
is that villages must industrialize for
the, requirements of towns, when they
should do so for their own require-
ments. This represents not only a natu-
ral evolution but an cthical one because
82 per cent of the rurdl population cun-
wot be made to work for the small
halance, in a pattern which suited the
British but is wholly alien to demo-
cracy. Even housing by the most nodest
modern standards would employ car-
penters, smiths, masons and other vil-
lage artisans fully for many years, i(
only Government made housing a Plan
priority.

Government cannot provide houses to
cveryone, because the cost is staggering;
but it can help all those who want
better houses with loans and, if they are
of the lower income groups, even with
subsidies. This will create employment,
which is the same whether it is in the
public or private sector. In fact, better
housing will not only revive various
industries but will activate naturally
many amenitics, comparable with those
in towns. The Stady Group failed to
see the importance of this—both of
house construction and private enter-
prises.

The proposal for villagization is re-
Jated to the uncconomic naturc of small
holdings. They may be uneconomic
but co-operative holdings have proved
in China and in other communist coun-
tries to be worse, because without the
sense of property, there is no incentive
to work. Where there is a genuino
dosire for co-operation, the cultivators
will themselves come together without
the intervention of the government.
Otherwise, small holdings will supple-
ment income from employment which
government can activale. Villagization,
which is another name for communism,
is therefore not nccessary to provide
employment and may actually reduce it.

The proposals regarding education,
community development and co-opera-
tive socictics are subsidiary, because if
full employment is provided, the peo-
ple will be able to provide most things
for themselves. The Study Group has,
therefore, rendered its best service by
pin-pointing the existence of poverty
from unemployment. It would have ren-
dered a greater service if it had bro-
ken clear of the methods which have
failed during the last ten years of Plan-
ning. If more employment is to be
created, the people only can do it for
their own needs, in thelr own way,
with  stimulation and not domination
by Government.
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MR. NEHRU (MIS)QUOTES U.S. EXAMPLE
° By M. RUTHNASWAMY

“There are more State-controll-

ed industries in the U.S.A. than’

in India,” said Mr. Nehru at the
Madras meeting early this month.

. Politiians in a hurry like Mr.
Nehry use loose language when
they talk economics. Did he mean
State-mgnaged industries or State-
controlledl industries? He must
have meant State-managed, be-
cause he said it in the course of
his long criticism of the Swatan-
tra Party, its aims and policy. For
the Swatantra Party is not against
the State controlling ingustry
but is opposed to the State
managing industry; whereas the
Congress Party under Mr. Nehru'’s
leadership is in favour of the State
managing as many industries as
possible. If he meant State-con-
trolled industries he need not have
quoted the U.S.A. against the Swa-
tantra Party, for the U.S.A. with

» its anti-Trust laws, its high taxation
of industrial profits and incomes,
its Labour laws would be only
confirming the industrial policy of
the Swatantra Party. That there
are more State-controlled indus-
tries in the sense of State-managed
industries—and that I must
insist is what Mr. Nehru meant
in the context of his criti-
cism of the Swatantra Party
—is an astonishing statement to
make. It must take its place by the
side of his quotation of the Lin-
lithgow Commission Report in
favour of co-operative farming in
the museum of Mr. Nehru’s poli-
tical errors and superstitions.

As against India the U.S.A. has
left railways, civil aviation, broad-
casting, irrigation and hydro-elec-
tric works (in the early stages) in
the hands of private enterprise.
Only in the Tennessee Valley Pro-
ject has the Federal Government
taken initiative in this great multi-
puspose en%arprise, But the T.V.A.
is now a public corporationw~and
so is the later Colorado River
Authority. Defence Industries are
State-managed but the State looks
to the co-operation of private in-
dustsial corporations to aid and
supplement the State-sponsored

Defence Industries. Atomic Energy
production is also a State business.
Apart from these few instances,
the Government in the U.S.A. has
kept its hands off the establishment
and managment of businesses and
industries.

Of the control and direction of
industry from the outside, there
has been a steadily growing exten-
sion of State activity in the U.S.A.
There are a number of indepen-
dent agencies, independent of the
Executive and not responsible to
it, established by law to aid and
assist industry. These are the
Inter-State Commerce Commission
which regulates the rates and prac-
tices in inter-State commerce by
all “common carriers” (such as
railroads, ships, buses, trucks,
pipe-lines for carrying oil) and con-
trols the ways in which common
carriers raise money by selling
stocks and bonds, and enforces law
for the safety of railroad and pub-
lic motor equipment. The Federal
Trade Commission has the duty of
investigating and preventing trade
abuses and unfair methods of
doing business, conducts investiga-
tions, issues summonses, and holds
hearings when unfair practices are
reported by citizens. The Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission
is to protect investors who buy
stocks and bonds. The United
States Maritime Commission is
responsible for developing and
maintaining a strong fleet of mer-
chant ships and for promoting in
all possible ways the ship-borne
commerce of the country.

Later instances of Commissions,
also not created by the Executive
but by the Legislature, are the
Railroad Commission of Texas
(1891) charged with the duty of
the regulation of not only railroads
but of petroleum production in
Texas, tEe Federal Power Com-
mission (1938) for the regulation
of the Natural Gas Industry. In
all these cases public corporations
are set up by the Legislature for
the regulation, not the running, of
these respective industries.

Our contributors are res-
pectfully requested not to
exceed 900 words, in view of
the size of SWARAJYA.

This is the kind of control that
the State exercises over industry
in the U.S.A. It is quite different
from the State-management of
industry in India as illustrated
in the State Steel factories, Sindri
Fertilizers, the Damodar Valley
Corporation, etc.,, in which the
State has a large share if not the
whole share in the establishment
and management of industries. To
quote the U.S.A. practice of con-
trol and regulation in support of
State-cstablished and State-manag-
ed industries of India is to quote
wrong. “By necessity, by proclivity
and by delight we all quote,” said
Emerson. But we must not quote
wrong. Mr. Nehru gets away with
wrong quotations. He has this ad-
vantage over lesser men. But he
must not abuse this advantage,
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

The present writer, on his flight
- back from attendance at the
National Integration Conference,
happened to get temporarily
stranded at Begumpet (Hydera-
bad) when the Prime Minister and
party had been privately sche-
duled to halt there for a short,
colourful  reception at a special
landing in their chartered planc.
An ordinary passenger appeared
despondently stuck at the airport.
Sure that he was not a plain-clothes
detective sauntering at the gate,
conversations started about the
normal take-off. In the air of tense

suspicion, it was a relief to rea-

lize that the chance-companion
was, far from being a watch-and-
ward gentleman, an official in the
Accountant-General’s cadre also
bound for Madurai. A friendly
chat about the cost of a special
plane chartered for the business
of endorsing the Coungress mani-
festo and supporting the drive of
integration with its accents of the
current  electioneering appeal by
the Prime Minister, elicited the
information that such matters
could be ‘adjusted’, for instance by
regarding the visit as an admi-
nistrative duty for launching the
Panchayat-raj regime in Madras.
Not that anybody would grudge
the P.M. and party a special trip
by an air-conditioned plane of the
I.A.C. during a season when pub-
lic en}gagements are going to be
busy for the Congress Party, but
it struck the observer that the
business of propaganda could be
easily blended with opportunities
of official tours, high and low, at
an advantage against any rival can-
vassing of votes; but digression
apart, one wonders how Pancha-
yat-raj, a counsel of perfection on
paper, is actually going to fare in
practice. S

\

Very few people will remember
that at the time of. the Constitu-
ent Assembly, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
then hailed as the ‘Modern Manu’,
delivered a-jarring, but significant
speech about excess of faith in
the ancient village system, because

r

of his fecling about its hidebound
tradition as an ‘untouchable’, That
such a reinforcement of  village
self-government might result in the
perpetnation of caste-intrigue and
the  practical segregation of  the
Harijan for whom Mahatma Gan-
dhi had performed the Parnakati
penance, z\ppvarvd to be at the
root of his nervousness. Tt was at
that time taken for grinted that
anything spoken in derogation of
the village and villager must be
in the nature of an anti-Congress
aspersion.  Indeed. if  memory
serves  right, Prof. Ranga  was
aggrieved at a member of the
Constituent Assembly representing
village-autonomy as a feature of
national weakness  apparent in
Dr. Ambedkar’s recollection  of
history, and the risk of factions
ending in unpreparedness for the
defence of India. Foreign invaders
broke over her North-Western
frontiers on account of weak chains
in village-aggregation.  That ton-
rists from war-worn Europe in
the past were impressed by the
rural economy and antonomons
peace inherent in village sclf-gov-
ernment (now re-edited as Pancha-
yat-raj) is true, especially when
it came to the Southern half of
India. Chisholm  Anstey in his
study of India was so excited that
he laid down the dictum that vil-
lage self-government in India is
as old as the East. The fabualous
merit of it was slightly disturbed
in the academic circles of the Lon-
don University when researchers
like John Mathai and B. R. Am-
bedkar observed defects and limi-
tations, despite conveniences for
revenue officials.
- ° L]

For Indians there is an emo-
tional appeal in the concept of
Five Decent Men solving family-
disputes and regulating local
affairs. But let us not forget that
complications are bound to eru
when the dynamics of adult fran-
chise are correlated to the agen-
cies of a one-party system seeking
self-perpetuation like the Congress
with its nightmare about the mere

taking of a turn in Opposition.

'
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! Articles published in SwaRAJya,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole or in paft,
with or without acknowledgment.

Pandit Nehru enlogised the pros-

pects  of  community-development -

and the ])nxsil)l(' benefits ot Ely-
sian calm throngh Panchayat-Raj,
but as the system s being intro-
duced et s not be blind, to actn-
alities. ’
L ] L L J .
In Andhra Pradesh, where they
had o jolly good  start, Chicf
Minister D. Sanjiviah referring to
statistics  told legislators that in
1959. no fewer than 774 cases of
murder due to factions in Pancha-
yat elections had heen registered.
Imaginary conceptions of ancient
times where grey-beards  with
hereditary  rights and no  adult
vote  governing local economy
proved chimerical. In Uttar Pra-
desh, anothier trial-ground, Home
Minister Charan Singh recently re-
ported 54 political murders in six
months in  the  Aligarh  district
alone. What these  political mur-
ders are, cannot be precisely esta-
blished in a hot-bed of communal
rancour, but we have the assistance
of Mr. Charan Singh when he
says: “The reason for increase in
murders is due to Panchayat elec-
tions which developed t()liticul-
groupismn and party bickerings™,
In the order of achievement on
Panchayat-raj score, then comes
Rajasthan. From Jaipur is the re-
port that Congress politicians “arc
cultivating notorious  dacoits of
Rajasthan for local Panchayat
clections”. The existence of dacoits
growing formidable cannot be dis-
proved by a casual success here
and there of padayatra. Neverthe-
less, in politteal handbills we have
the assertion that “Panchayat-Raj
is a tremendous success especially
the functioning of Nyaya Pancha-
yats”. There is no “4intention here
of disparaging the motives of .in;
novators but there is reason to be
circumspect even if the Congress
Party’s revels at Madurai are
brought on record by accountants
and experts as a Panchayat-raj
engagement of the Prime Mipister
of India. - P.J
‘ v -
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. A SATANIC LABORATORY

"We are told by Mr. Khrushchov
that ‘six eminent hemedalled men,
till some time ago in the High
Command  in Russia and whose
names have appeared in all the
history, books that deal with that
country and its rulers, were trai-
tors. They along with two lakhs of
partymen stand, “disgraced’.  This
_strange proceeding throws a fog
of gruesome mystery on the poli-
tics and the ways of communist
life. One fails to understand how
all this could be. Not very long
ago these men had staked - their
lives and their all and defended
their conntry against Hitler, They
were gods. How did they now be-
come devils' and how, again, did
they develop conscience to confess
their wickedness?

Communism is a thing apart
and its politics cannot fall in line
with human nature or the politics
of freedom. It is un-understand-
able. Strangest of all is the disclo-
%ure or claim that these six
men whose stature in their coun-
try’s politics and history was not
less than that of  Lloyd George,
Churchill, Attlee, Eden, or Muac-
millan confessed their ‘error’ and
Mr. Voroshilov, the most eminent
among them, pleaded that “the
Devil had misled him”., There is
no God to lead the communists,
but it seems the Devil is there to
mislead them!

Can any normal, intelligent
human  being brought up in  the
axioms and the disciplines of ordi-
nary logic and civilization under-
stand these developments? These
strange proceedings are enough to
damn the atheistic scheme of life
called communism. They are
enough to make the young and
immature to beware of this cult.

Venturing to offer a solution, 1
may say that this is what total
power must leatl to. The so-called
sociglist economy and total power
ot the State create the conspira-
cies and mutual fears and jealou-
sies, and awful recriminations and
confessions, which are disclosed
in these proceedings. It is indeed
a dark Satanic laboratory of power
and conspiracy which is inconsist-

L

ent with freedom and civilization
and human values. It is astonish-
ing that millions of men accept the
rule of men working in such a la-
boratory and submit to_their dic-
tatorship. o

5

But there - is nothing that.
is too strange to happen in this
world. The human brain is won-
derful but when it goes wrong,
it becomes a wonderfully worth-
less instrument. And communism’s -
method, from start to- finish,
is to ,get people’s brains to
go wrong. - CR.

ELECTION COMMISSION’S FUNCTION
By P. KODANDA RAO ‘

The Election Commission has thought
fit to recognize political partics. To
facilitate the election of candidates by
their  party affiliations by illiterate
voters, it decided to allot symbols to
such partics as satisfied certain  condi-
tions imposed by it. There is no warrant
cither in the  Constitution, or in the
Representation of the People’s Act, or
in the Conduct of Elections Rules of
1961, for the recognition of political
parties by the Commission. Art. 324 of
the Indian Constitution vested in the
Election  Commission  the power of
superintendence,  divection  and  cantrol
of elections. Tt does not mention poii-
tical partics. As a matter of fact, no
constitution in the world, however re.
cent and democratic, gave recognition 1o
political parties, which at best are extra-
constitutional, though not  unconstitu-
tional.  The  Representation  of  the
People’s  Act, enacted hy Padiament,
mentions only candidates and  constitu-
encies and not political parties, not-
withstanding the pretty universal opi-
nion that parties are essential for de-
mocracy and, more so, for parliamentary
democracy, which India has adopted.
Even the Conduct of Elections Rules,
promulgated by the Ministry of Law,
Government of India, speaks only of
candidates and constituencies and not
of political parties. It is only the noti-
fication of the Election Commission, the
latest of which is dated September 19,
1961, that mentions political parties. It
claimed to do so in the exercise of the
powers conferred on it by Rule 5 of
the Conduct of Elections Rules. The
Rule runs as follows: “The Election
Commission shall, by notification ...
specify the symbols that may be chosen
by candidates at elections in  parlia-
mentary or assembly constituencies and
the restrictions to which their choice
shall be restricted”. There is reference
here to candidates and constituencies,
and not to political parties.

It scems pretty clear that the Elec-
tion Commission has assumed powers
without due authority in  recognizing
political parties for election purposes,

perhaps for the reason that it could not
ignore altogether the existence of peli-
tical parties while conducting -elections,
and in the belief that it was its duty to
educate the electorate to think and vote
on party lines! It is extréemely doubtful
if it is any function of the Election
Commission to  educate the voters to
think and vote on party lines. Though
political parties exist in many déemocra-
cies, the officials in charge of elections
do not seemn to share this function ol
the Indian Election Commission.
Muurice Duverger rightly observed ;
“The  gencral development of parties
tends to emphasise their deviation from
the democratic  regime. Parlia-
mentary representatives themselves ure
compelled to an obedience which trans-
forms them into a voting machine con-
trolled by the leaders of the party.
... Parties become totalitarian.” (Poli-
tical Parties, 1954, p. 422). Grant-
ing that the party system is essential
for democracy, is it the business of the
Election Commission to undertake the
function of promoting it? Or, should it
be left to the extra-constitutional poli-
tical parties themselves? The Election
Commission will do better to stick to
the Constitution, the Representation of
the People’s Act and the Conduct of
Elections Rules of the Government of
India, which all ignore political parties
aund concern themselves only with
candidates and constituencies,

It seems that the Election Commis-
sion’s prescriptions are not only arbi-
trary and unnecessary but also discri-
minatory and restrictive of the free-
dom of parties to form and re-form as
and when they have a call. Parties are
fluctuating phenomena and should not
be put in strait-jackets of the past by
the Election Commission. It would do
well to ignore political parties, as it
proposes to ignore electoral alliances,
and recognize only candidates for cons-
tituencies, as required by the Law and
the Constitution and the Rules. It did
well to decline to indicate on the ballot
paper or the ballot-box the political
parties of the centesting candidates.
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ARE GOVERNMENT SERVANTS SECOND
CLASS CITIZENS?

. By P.H, S. RAO

Political sufferers, or, to use the
now fashionable term, ‘Freedom

Fjghters’ do not appear to have’

got over their fixation that govern-
ment servants are anti-national
and therefore their enemies, and,
as such, fair game for humiliation
and” innumerable pin-pricks in
season and out of season. The
‘Freedom Fighters’ in power
have passed various administra-
tive orders limiting the freedom
of government servants in parti-
cular. Government servants are
now required to report to govern-
ment when they acquire any
assets, movable or immovable,
above a certain value; they have
to report to Government when
their sons are employed by a pri-
vate company at a salary exceed-
ing Rs. 500 per month; official
notice will be taken of any com-
plaint by the wife of a government
servant that her husband is not
taking ‘proper care’ of her. When-
ever there is a complaint of cor-
ruption the accusing finger is
pointed at “the government ser-
vants at the lower levels.”

More serious is the attempt to
deprive government servants of
their political rights. When the
Congress lost the bye-election in
Delhi recently to a Jan Sangh can-
didate, the Prime Minister is re-
ported to have expressed his view

blicly thatethe Congress reverse
was due to the adverse vote of gov-
ernment servants and that “some-
thing should be done about it”.
Now we see that either the Prime
Minister himself, or his followers
who are more loyal than the king
are ‘doing something about it’. As a
first step they have issued orders
prohibiting government - servants
from attending political meetings.
When thé matter came up in Par-
liament some remarkable jugglery
was witnessed. Mr. Lal Bahadur
Shastri protested that no ‘orders’ to
this effect were issued but gov-
ernment servants were only ‘advis-
ed’, in their own interest, not to
be seen at political meetings. But
Mr. Datar was more downright in

his reply. To the questions “Should
government servants be screened
off * from the trends of political
opinion in the country? Would
it be considered against govern-
ment servants’ conduct rules if a
government servant attended poli-
tical meetings?” he replied: “No.
They are certainly free to acquaint
themselves with the trend of
political opinion. It is certainly not
against government servants’ con-
duct rules to attend such meetings,
but they do so at their risk.” He
did great service to the country
by letting the cat out of the bag.
It amounts to this that govern-
ment servants can exercise their
rights at their risk!

One can understand somc
restraints on government servants,
such as not joining or taking active
interest in the work of political
parties, or being denied the right
to strike, but to deny them the
freedom to just attend political
meetings (not taking part in them)
is to reduce them to the status
of second class citizens. If the
country accepts this encroachment
on the rights of government ser-
vants, the party in power may
next “advise” government ser-
vants to vote only Congress, or, to
be on the safe side, deprive them
of voting rights altogether. Let not
the public dismiss this fear as
fantastic. They should by now be
familiar with the lengths to which
the party in power will go to re-
tain power. The amendment to the
Company Law to enable limited
companies to contribute to the
funds of political parties in the
teeth of opposition of all Opposi-
tion parties and even of some of
the Congress members, was some-
thing which believers in the un-
written laws of democracy least
expected. In passing that legisla-
tion the part?/ in power just used
the steam roller of a brute majo-
rity in utter disregard of all canons
of democratic rectitude.

It is well to remember that eter-
nal vigilance is the price of
democracy.

7
AN INDIRECT RESULT

“If foreign aid was to advance
the prosperity of under-developed
countries, it was essential for
every citizen in such countries to
know the implications of the so-
cial order, which such aid tends to
erect,” said the Archbishop of
Madras explaining the new Papal
encyclical in a recent speech in
Madras. Not only does foreign aid
from the USSR carry this danger
but, paradoxically, aid from Ame-
rica also tends to erect a social
order such as America does not
want for herself.

Very few people interested in
democracy have realized how
greatly American Aid is helping
authoritarian governments to boost
dictatorships and keep them going.
Aid is given to strengthen the
defence against communism. But
the administration of Aid-funds
helps dictatorships. The Aid psy-
chology develops in America a
distinct preference for govern-
ment-controlled  economy in the
aided regions, because it is easier
to deal with governments than
with individuals. Thus American
Aid works steadily against free eco-
nomy and spreads the doctrine of
government control. This is not
wanted either by the American
Government or the people of the
United States. But it happens all
the same.

And where democracy dete-
riorates into dictatorship, com-
munism comes in easy after
some time. It would be far more
consistent with American philo-
sophy if the Government Fonnd
means to induce more and
more  private  American  capi-
tal to flow into under-deve-
loped countries so that the result-
ing prosperity might help the
under-developed States to put
more of their own money into
general welfare; this is bet-
ter calculated to help, than
giving aid directly for welfare
use, thereby assisting authorita-
rian rulers and political parties to
pose success ans perpetuate their
regimes. C.R.
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- TAWDRY RE-ITERATION
By POTHAN JOSEPH

“Who is of deniging it. Betsy,
who is of deniging it?”

Such is the favourite question
put by Sarah Gamp of a mythi-
cal friend named Mrs. Harris in a
novel (Martin  Chuzzlewit) by
Charles Dickens.

In  his  indictment  of My,
Rajagopalachari  and  the  Swa-
tantra  Party as ‘representing  a
body of opinion or a reactionary
clique past praying for, Prime Mi-
nister Nehru thundered at Madu-
rai that distinguished foreigners
who tour India have observed the
sprouting of small industries in
many parts of the country . since
he came to power. Well could the
Prime Minister be met with the
response: “Who is of deniging it,
Jawaharlalji, who is of deniging
it?” When we see thousands die
in flood and famine. where is the
need for quoting Aristotle to
prove that man is mortal?

It is however characteristic of
him to call for the witness of fore-
ign observers to establish the
obvious. Yes, it is true that small
industries have made their appear-
ance and that State governments
have discretion to advance monev
on foreign tap to entrepreneurs in-
terested in personal profit as well
as national uplift, provided they
secure the support of the party
and the total number of permits
required from the Centre. The
1:13( of a single link in the chain
causes heartbreak even at a time
when Mr. Nehru recommends a
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language of the heart as the ans-
wer to the rise of “linguistism™
the country. We all concede that

small industries are a noticeable.

feature  in our  horizon.  When
Hamlet  said something sclf-evi-
dent after the ghost scene, one of
his hearers remarked: "We need
no ghost from the grave to tell ns
that . The Swatantra Party is in
no opposition to the lnmching of

Ssmall  industries. In fact. it

supports it, and it advocates our
cconomy to be so geared as bet-
ween agriculture and manufacture
that we could develop a scale of
output  that would, in thv_ first
place, cnsure national  sclf-suffi-
ciency in food in order to keep
pace with the rising  population
and restore dignity as an agrical-
tural country. Why should we
need any certificate from foreign
tourists in their ten-day excursions
to reach the belief that small-scale
industries have really sprung up?

As for the stimulus of the Stale
Trading  Corporation to improve
exports, the foreign visitor after
gazing at the Taj Mahal and
Bakhra Dam cannot be expected
to give a valid chit abount the im-
portance of collective  shipments
of nearly sixty Indian commodi-
ties as mobilized in the Corpora-
tion’s list. The original excuse for
the creation of this mechanism
placed under the care of the for-
mer Chief Minister of Coorg, Mr.
Poonacha, was that in our transac-
tions with communistic countries.

it would be necessary to be pre-

pared for the Dbarter-system
squeezing out private contacts in
many essential goods. But the fib
stands exploded when countries
given to private trade manage to
carry on exchange of commodities
with Russia outside the sublime
theory that there should be na-
tiona ageﬁcies to determine
import-export business. In spite
of the bunkum underlining the
original claim floated by the
Mahalanobis-school of economics,
it is now reluctantly conceded that
artificialities to suit communistic
actions are not particularly neces-
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sary: indeed they h;un]wr free
trade.
Again, Mr. Nehra at Maduarai

procceded to argue on anpther ”

propasition as a blow to the Swa-
tantra Partv. He asserted, as if (o
floor  C.R. and the Swatantra
Party, that “even in America” the
public sector has taken controt of
Pan-American enterprise and t.lmt
therefore ~India’s  public sector
represents no anomaly, “Who s
of deniging it, Panditji, whe is ol
deniging it?” ‘

Ly the American example, there
are many undertakings on - the
principle of Abraham Lincoln that
what a nation cannot do through
privite enterprise should l?e shoul-
dered as the burden of public
enterprise. But a liftle difference
must be observed, if India also
struts the stage under the notion
that America is grubbing all over
the world for capital abroad o
prop up home-ventures,  Indiy,
on the other hand. lives in expec-
tation of the constant  [inancing
(and in New Delhi of re-financing
investments)  through the process
of snp('r-inﬂutinll, a prospect quite
in contrast with the American cou-
ception of cupitul-incentivos.

Any sneer at the principle ol
the private sector giving motive-
force in the psvehology of produc-
tion in America, should be diffe-
rently weighed as shrewd  men
ought to observe between  the
lines of Ambassador Galbraith’s
speeches. He does not recommend
any jolly process of productivity
through  shouts and shibboleths,
let  alone mimicking of foreign
patterns in an Affluent Society.

I wonder if even the definitions
of some terms which Professor
John Kenneth Galbraith used in
his address to the Aunamalai Uni-
versity, bore the same sense in the
mind of the speaker and the liste-
ner about the foundations of pro-
ductivity. Between Khrushcﬁ)\ov
and  Kennedy there ¢ can be no
code of semantics, but Mr. Nehry
and Rajaji ought to be mutually
better understood. ’

There is an unbearable bur-
den of snob-economics imported
into the business of nationaﬂxintc-
gration and grandiose claims of
premature triumphs.

.
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THE REAL ISSUE IN N. BOMBAY

all’ major issues in terms of per-
sonalities have increasingly pro-

jected as the key figures on the
world canvas, two K's—Khrush-

choy and Kennedy. On the Indian
screen too, two K's again seem to
have. acquired something - of a
-svmboMc significance, particularly
in the context “of the coming
general  elections: they  are
‘Krishna’ (as' Mr. Menon- is en-
dearingly called by his friends) and
Kripalani. In Bombay which pro-
vides the arena for their gladia-
torial fight, it perhaps occurs to
some that two other K's are lurk-
ing in the backgrommd—Karanjia
and Karaka !

For the most sensational single
contest in the 1962 elections one
will assuredly turn to North Bom-
bav than to any other consti-
tuency in the whole country. The
far-flung interest it has  already
aroused, is at once a tribute to
the two combatants who are
scasoned fighters as well as old
adversaries.  On the floor of the
House in the Lok Sabha there
were occasions when they floored
each other while in the lobby
there were also occasions  when
they shook hands, despite  their
slashing exchanges carlier. Having
once proclaimed, rashly or other-
wise, that he would oppose
Krishna Menon wherever he chose
to stand as a parliamentary can-
didate, Kripalani has been as
good as his word. Nor is Krishna

. Menon the man, the grim fighter

that he is, to desert Bombay
North because of Kripalani's ap-
pearance on its scene. The Union
Defence Minister has decided to
stick to his old constituency—and
his guns.

Krishna Menon as the member
for Bombay North camnot of

gourse be likened to the lion in
-

his own den. A lion he is (for
he can do enough roaring) but
the den is in ‘alien’ domain, in one
sense. Nor has his formidable
rival any local claims at the Gate-
way of India. He too is an ‘intru-
der’. But it is as well that, over-

-
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riding regional, linguistic and such

other considerations, they have
hoth descended on neutral terti-
tory for having it out. Both are

perhaps aware of their stakes and

risks. Neither can he really over-
sanguine of V‘i(‘t()]‘/\’. And since one
of the two must Jose, the Lok
Sabha will lose one stalwart. The
North Bombay election’ is of con-
siderable consequence since it will
necessarily  culminate in the end
of one great political carecr.

Our two K's will face each other
less as individuals than as repre-
sentatives of two different schools
of thonght.  Krishna Menon is of
the Congress though some doubt
it the Congress is really with hin.
Kripalani is now an Independent
who does not however plough a
lonely furrow. He has the backing
of p:{rtivs other than the Congress
and the Leftist. He treads ‘the
Gandhi  way"  while  Krishna
Mcenon  goes the Nehru way—
though, in his own way.

If there are several in the coun-
trv who would consider throwing
him out more imp()rtant than
throwing  out a hundred other
Congress candidates, it is not be-
canse of his standing inside the
Congress,  but  because of his
juxtaposition to the Prime Minis-
ter. That was perhaps the reason
why  Kripaluni, in his  inaugural
clection speech in Bombay, laid
stress on saving  Prime Minister
Nehru from Krishna Menon, But
it seems that Kripalani's was a
case of misfiring.  For, if his ap-
proach had any meaning, it ()n‘y
meant  that  the  only  blemish
about the Nehru Government was
the active and high-level associa-
tion of Krishna Menon with it. In
thus making it look like a personal
issue, the Acharya has weakened
the whole case for voting the Con-
gress out of power.

It should have been obvious to
so astute a politician as  Kripa-
lani that to go for Krishna Menon
alone was hardly adequate when
the hour called for a forthright
and frontal attack on the whole
structure of the Congress, party

9.

and government. Even assuming
that Kripalani was not fully re-
ported in the press, there seems
to be no room for any doubt about
his  misplaced ‘emphasis on the
individual, It was the wrong way
of confronting the electorate.
And there is the ‘danger’ of his
looking quite silly. if - Krishna
Menon will address the Bombay
audience without even bothering
to mention the name of his oppo-
nent and refrain from descending
to any personal attack, though he
can be unsparing.

Kripalani  has yet time to go
about  the business in the right
way and he can hardly do better
than remodel himself as a cam-
paigner in Rajaji's mould, invok-
ing the wrath of Heaven for the
deliverance of the country from
the despotic domination of the
Congress and the dictatorial lea-
dership of Mr. Nehru. In the wide
setting  of the clection it hardly
h(-lps anyone to  concentrate on
Krishna Menon as the villain of
the picce—or the only flv in the
Nehru ointment!

What is of the utmost need in
the clection campaign is the capa-
city, on the part of a campaigner,
to (as Disraeli put it) “open the
thick head” of the average voter
on but a single issue—the wisdom
or the folly of bringing the Con-
gress back to power.
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The contest in North Bombay
between the Congress and Kripa-
lani is attracting all-India atten-
tion, and probably also great

international interest. It is a battle’

between crypto-communist  Con-
gress and Gandhian common-
sense. Perhaps, also, it is a battle
betyyeen Congress money-power
and honest  patriotism. Bombay
was always sport-minded and en-
joyed a good fight, and here is a
grand opportunity for entertain-
ment besides an important politi-
cal issue on trial: must our non-
alignment be a dogmatic obsti-
nacy leaning towards Russia or
should it be an intelligent policy
to save spiritual and human values
shaped in accordance with chang-
ing circumstances?

*

It is reported from New Delhi
that Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru is not
likely to intervene and prevent the
contest between  Acharya Kripa-
lani and Mr. V. K. K. Menon in
Bombay and that, on the contrary,
he will campaign for Mr. Menon.
This is good. The contest will then
assume its true colour and be
saved from being only a matter
touching the particular candida-
ture. The issue will be ‘Congress
or no Congress—and not a perso-
nal question centering on Mr,
Menon’s individual merits and de-
merits. Mr. Nehru's campaigning
may stay thi hands of many con-
gressmen who strongly desire to
work against Mr. Menon’s candi-
dature. The Nehru-cult may over-
whelm individual judgment and
fear take the place of freedom
even in a secret ballot: : But as
against this, it is a net gain that
the contest resumes its true and
proper characteristic. It would be
a waste of energy and rage to let
the duelin North Bombay become
a mere personal prize-fight and
the choice of the electors narrowed
into a mere condemnation of Mr.
V. K. K. Menon as an individual
minister. Mr. V. K. K. Menon
stands for Mr. Nehru’s policies
and not for himself or anything
else, as the Prime Minister will no

doubt explain when he takes up
the campaign. North Bombay will
then become a significant battle.

®

The peasants of India who
have to vote shortly for or against
the Congress Party are being
advised by eminent visitors from
abroad every now and then about
co-operative farming and other
such Congress plans for the quick
achievement of prosperity in
India. The opinions of these V.I.Ps
from abroad are, it may be sur-
miscd, expressed at the instance
of government questioners and
broadcast on the front pages of
the daily press. The latest ins-
tance is that of Mr. Orville Free-
man, U.S. Seccretary for Agricul-
ture, who (it may be noted with-
out disrespect) could not yet have
had time to know more than a mic-
roscopic fraction of Indian condi-
tions and yet has been asked to
give his opinion, in order to coun-

-terpoise the weight of adverse cri-

ticism of all the peasant organi-
zations in India. Here is the report
of Mr. Freeman’s opinion:

On co-operative  farming  Mr,
Freeman was very enthusiastic and
was convinced that it would succeed.
But he hastened to draw a distinc-
tion between enforced collectivization
and co-operative farming., He did not
think that enforced collectivization in
agriculture would work at all. In
fact it had failed in countries where it
had been tried.

The next question arises as
to what is ‘enforced’ and what
is voluntary. Where people join-
ed together and invested their
own capital, Mr. Freeman said,
it would be good. Is the
offer of inducements by way
of cash to a money-hungry and
ignorant peasantry followed by
assent to join a collective farm, a
‘forced’ one or a ‘free’ sample of
co-o(s)erative farming? It all de-
pends on the amount of cash and
the amount of ignorance, and the
Tality of eloquence employed by
the local official. Force as well as

fraud has an infinite variety of
forms.
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OUR NEW RULERS

‘« VIGHNESWARA '
(N. RAGHUNATHAN)
Second series of the Sotto
Voce papers from Swatantra.
The first series published as a
book with the title Sotto Voce
received universal praise for its
fearlessness, its brilliance of
style and prophetic political
insight. Qur New Rulers is of
equally absorbing interest, It
has a new Preface on Con-
gress and Civil Liberties.
Pages 412

Ordinary Edition Rs. 5/-
Library Edition Rs. 6/-

Postage Extra
Copies available at Higgin-
bothams, Head and Branch offi-
ces and book-stalls, as well as
from the Publishers:
B. G. PAUL & CO.
4, Francis Joseph Street, Madras-1

The latest integration-device is
to compel employees of the Gov-
ernment to say ‘Jai Hind !” instead
of ‘Namaste’ I This is a contribu-
tion from the Punjab Government.
This may rank higher in intelli-
gence than the other device to
make the Devanagari alphabet
the script for all languages. We
may presently have some more
proposals equally Don Quixotian.
Jai Hind is a little more chau-
vinistic than ‘Bande Mataram’.
‘Namaste’ is a token of humility
which is a good virtue, especially
these days when arrogance sways

the mind of the rulers and their
flatterers.

X

Foreign policy, like any other
policy as distinguished from a
creed, must run as near to creed
as possible, and at the same time
take into account prevailing con-
ditions which call for a variation
from dogma. An obstinate adher-
ence to dogma would be wrong
policy where such variation is
called for. The foreign policy of
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru has’ dis-
closed itself to be entirely a creed
and not a policy, although there
are at the present time all sorts
of circumstances demanding vari-
ation. We want a creative fore-
ign policy,~as the Americans
would call it—not a mnegative
policy following the type of the
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Ten Commandments, ‘do not do
this and do not do that. We
should not take sides—this s
India’s creed as well as her pre-
sent foreign  policy. If we do
not take sides when we should
against a wrong-doer, we reallv
take his side, without meaning. v
do so. Hence the general dissatis-
faction about India in  Western
circles, the maligning of our non-
alignment. We should devise and
carry out a positive foreign policy
appr()ximutvly as close to  the
creed of ncutrality and non-vio-
lence as possible, but we should
not fail to take note of what
calls  for variation, to avoid
becoming accomplices in wrong-
doing. Herein lies statesmanship,
not in mulish adherence to a nega-
tive policy or in slinging about
with the tongue and amnoying the
more patient and enlightened of
the two warring Powers.

»

Eight crore people with a com-
mon language, Arabic, and a com-
mon religion, Islam, with a leader
who adopted the unification of
these people into one nation as his
mission, Col. Nasser, have failed
to realize their ideal. The latest
blow to this aspiration, a swift
and bloodless coup in Syria, was
least expected, but it has hap-
pened, smashing the only symbol
of Arab unity, the Egypt-Syna
partnership. The unification of
divided people has never been

SWARAJYA

casv. History is a more important
cementing factor than cither lau-
guage or religion. We have in a
small way quite a few demonstra-
tions of the power of his-
tory to resist attempts at uni-
fication on the basis of language
in the linguistic  re-organization
of our States. In Kerala, Andhra,
Maharashtra, and Kannada States,
parts ‘ newly brought together
under one* linguistic regime have
not  merged as sweetlv as was
heroically — expected some  years
ago. when the project was first
conceived  under the notion that
unity of language could achieve
ity of the people.  This disap-
poiutm(*nt apart, the pr()j(-ct
threatens the verv unity of India.
Indian unity and’ the new-fangled
local pattern of linguistic unifica-
tion are basically contrary to cach
other. The pattern of Indian unity
demands the devaluation of lan-
guage differences, Any clevation
of language into quasi-divinity is
bound adversely to affect Indian
unity.
*

Mr. Ralph Lapp, the atomic
scientist who was one of the team
that worked on the Manhattan
project—the same that ended in
the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki—says that a nuclear war
today would last only one night
and certainly not more than two
nights. What a blessing it is that
total destruction of human life and

Issue dated October 29, 1961

This bumper issue will maintain its usual high standard.

4 colour plates, besides an
attractive cover of Lakshmi

160 pp. 80 nP,

Besides regular features, articles include those by H. H.
Sankaracharya and U. K. High Commissioner Sir Paul
Gore-Booth, Ambassador Galbraith, Sri K. Balasubra-
mania Aiyar, Prof. O. C. Gangoly, Sri Mohan Khokar,

Sri K. Nagarajan (short story), etc.

Please reserve your copy with your loeal agent or write to us.

BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN - BOMBAY.7

October 25, 1961

civilization would not mean anv
agony bevond 48 hours! He ex-
plains that there would be no
time for either side to assess the
damage caused and therefore the
strategy would be from the outset
to over-kill.  Henee the extreme

- shortness of the probable duration

of the war. This analysis is soutid
and Mr, Lapp must be congratu-
Jated by those who are not in the
cold war blocs for giving this re-
assuring information.  If  agony
is inevitable, it is ‘good to know
that it will he over in 48 hours!

L

It is a great misfortune that the
USSR thought it necessary and
fit to start exploding nuclear bomb
tests at this juncture. It is unfor-
tunate also that the Belgrade con-
ference did not express itself more
firmly, and with sufficient indigna-
tion, against this renewal of test
explosions in breach of the mora-
torinm observed till then. It can-
not be denied that the neatralists
somehow  lean towards  exeusing
lapses on the Russian side, and
are prone to he sharp only when
the fanlt lies on the American side.
Perhaps it is a case of willing-
ness to criticize where you expect
gond conduct, and an inclination
not to waste censure where (it is
known) censure would yield no
results. However, some harsh con-
demnation  when it is due would
do good to Russia. Khrushchov is
not insensitive to neutralist world
opinion in spite of all his put-on.

‘ v

Mr. Nikita Khrushchov  said
that “some think under commu-
nism they need neither sow nor
reap but eat cake”. How like this
is what some people are made to
think by the Congress Party. in
India!  Congressmen are really
eating cake without ploughing or
digging or sowing. But the entire
nation cannot do this. Hard work
is the mother of prosperity and
hard work of any kind needs an
incentive, the incentive of being
assured that the yield will not be
taken away by the State and given
to others or wasted.

e

»
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LESSONS FROM DR. PARANJPYE’S LIFE

‘84 NOT OUT

By R. P. Puraujpye (A National Book
Trust book) ) :

Publications  Division, Government  of
India, Delhi-6.

Price Rs. 1.75.

" 1. was the seventh of my parents’
thirteen children ...... My mother told
me %hat T was born with foot pre-
sentation, The waman who attended on
her at the time announced that it was
a fine boy but still-born. My mother
protested that she could not he right
and ordered her to ‘throw cold water
over, him, slap him and give him a
violent shaking.” The woman did as she
was told—and it was only then that 1
uttered the first ory which so delights
a mather,”

That wis how R. P. Pavanjpye, later
to he Senior Wrangler of  Cambridge
University, Principal of Fergusson Col-
lege, Poona, Bombay’s Minister for
Education, India’s High Commissioner
in Australia and  Vice-Chancellor of
Lucknow and Poona universities, was
ushered into the world.

It is interesting to note that Dr,
Paranjpye who in adult life was to be
such an uncompromising rationalist that
as Principal of Fergusson College he
refused to allow the students a holiday
on occasions of solar or lunar eclipses,
was much in demand as a child, as a
person possessed of the power of cur-
ing victims of lumbago. There are other
interesting  aneedotes  relating  to  the
carly years of his life, which Dr.
Paranjpye tells with a plainness and
matter-of-factness, an apparent artless-
ness which is €ar more effective than
those inartistic, long, strenuously con-
trived essays in self-glorification which
most autobiographers mistake for sclf-
revelation. :

If his father had had his way with
young Paranjpye, we would have per-
haps had a first class Vedic scholar

who would have become a Mahamaho-

padhyaya and died desperately poor
and  unknown to all but a discerning
few. But yBung Paranipye showed him-
self so clever and able at the primary
school that he was allowed to take to
higher education. He went, on finish-
ing his high school course, to Fergus-
son College and’ thence, as a Govern-
mept of India scholar, to Cambridge,
where he became Senior Wrangler in

Yhe Mathematical Tripos and Fellow of 4.

recalls that the first Indian whose name
appears in the list of Wranglers, while
there existed an order of merit was
Ananda Mohan Bose, a former distin-
guished President of the Indian Na-
tional Coungress. The list that  Dr,
Paranjpye  gives includes two  distin-
guished Madrasis, Sri A. T. Rajan,
I.CS. and Sri B. N. Rao,  also of the
1.C.S. Deseribing his life at Cambridge,
Dr. Paranjpye draws attention to thé
tremendous demand on the mental sta-
mina of students that courses of study
made in those days and deplores the
current tendeney to fuss about the hard-
ship involved in, for example, students
having  to answer two papers a day.
Dr. Paranjpye,  while specializing  in
Mathematics all the five years he was
in Europe as a scholar, followed Gok-
hale’s advice, and after spending eight
hours each day on Mathematics, spent
a considerable amount of time tackling
general subjects and the  humanities,
and especially English literature.  Dr.
Paranjpye was of course an extraordi-
nary man, exceptionally well dowered
with gifts of the mind. But even ordi-
nary students of the older generation,
some of them still happily with us, show
a width and range of intellectual inter-
ests, a steadiness and strength of pwr-
pose, a sense of values and an integrity
of character which are, alas, far to seck
in these davs. And this is attributable,
almost entirely to the outrageous cor-
rupting influence of the politician on
educational policy and  administration,
It would he an excellent thing if pre-
sent day students were made to read
this particular section of Dr, Paranjpye’s
book at least,

There is today a  systematic dis-
couragement and denial of even oppor-
tunity to merit and character and a
bolstering up of the unfit. We are,
especially during these years of free-
dom under Congress administration,
producing senior wanglers and anglers
for undeserved office and power, not a
truly educated community of young men.

Dr.  Paranjpye  showed  himsclt
throughout his life a vigorous epponent
of religious education. One need not
and indeed cannot agree with all Dr.
Paranjpye’s views on this subject but one
cannot help feeling at the same time
that even a rigorous rationalism wisely
applied would have produced a morally
stronger and healthier hody of educated
voung men than we have got today.

Dr. Paranjpye as a member of the

SF.,Iohn’s Col]ege (1899). Dr. Paranjpye ® old - (Minto-Morley) Legislative Council
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of Bombay and later as a Mipister of

. Educafion under the Montford scheme

in ‘Bombay Province, did useful work:
as an administrator, bringing character
and ability of a high order to his tasks.
He was a Liberal and a Moderate and
refused to have any truck with the
Gandhian  gospel of civil disobedience
and mass struggle for the achievement
of freedom. It was because men like Dr.
Paranjpye- favoured evolutionary deve-
lopment ~ of freedom, as they feared
the  possibility of ~ far  greatér - evil
arising  from  letting  the ignorant
multitude loose in the sphere of politics.
We may  disagree with: them but we
are bound to respect  their  integrity.
The great Lokmanya Tilak was himself
a believer in a flexible technique of
political action freed from  doctrinaire
attachment to this or that gospel. And
let it not be forgotten that Gandhiji
hitnself preferred truth and non-violence
to even India’s freedom, This is not
to say that we agree with or endorse
Dr. Paranjpyc’s policies. Few can deny
that nothing short of Gandhiji’s heroic
and magpificent struggle  would have
created the mass awakening that led
almost straight to freedom, The emer-
geuee of  Pakistan and its cmitinuimz
hostility to India are a measure of the
strength  of the forces that  opposed
Indian freedom. Alas, we are today des-
troyving the finest legacy that the Father
of the Nation left us, the legacy of a
high morat idealism and self-sacrificing
self-discipline.

There' is a°great deal in this hook that
affords food for thought. There is a great
deal also that provokes vigorous dissent,
But cvery page is dlive and the hook,
as o whole, is a little classic of auto-
biographic writing. It is in particular a
testimony to the fact that poverty was.
uot, even in a politically subject India,
a bar to the achievement of the high-
est personal distinction by merit. How
one wishes that one can say that merit
handicapped by poverty has as good a

prospect in free India! S.R.
‘ PANDIT
D. GOPAL ACHARLU'S
/,
7
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

SWARAJYA

OUR ECONOMIC POLICIES

Sir,—Few will disagree with the ideal
of social security as a ‘must’ for any
modern Government; the only point is
whether the steps adopted by the Con-
gress Government will lead to that end.

When onc looks at the economic
picture around us in India and at the
persistence of an inflationary trend of
no mean order over an extended period,
one should not find it difficult to visua-
lise the most scrious hardship to the
fixed income groups and, indced, to
all those whose incomes do not keep
pace with the rising prices. Apart from
the continuous and inevitable fall in
the standard of life it results in, onc
should not also overlook the ‘indirect’
form of taxation inherent in such a
situation.

M. Antoine Pinay who, as the
Finance Minister of France, is credited
with responsibility for the miraculous
restoration of the stability of the franc
and who, by his policies over a short
period, raised from 19 to 1300 millions
the U.S. aid dollar reserve of the French
Treasury, has given this warning:

“Social security bought at the price
of inflation is a delusion and a fraud;
and so are price-supporting sub-
sidies.”

“Private initiative,
integritv. hard  work
and thrift are not,
and should never be
allowed to become, out-
dated virtues.”

“It is dishonest to
ask people to entrust
their savings to you and
then pay them back in
denreciated  currency.”
(This with reference to
his vronosal for a
French Government
loan with payments
pegged to the price of
gold.)

“Inflation not only
undermines the econo-
mic foundations of a
pation. It weakens its
political ~and  social
structure. even its mora-
lity.” (He adds, by way
of exolapation, that he
does not want people
who live on a fixed in-
come to have to pay
the orofits of the mino-
ity who Dbenefit by
inflation.)

When such fears are
expressed, as consequen-

ces of our current economic poli-
cies, the spokesmen  of the ruling
party dismiss them as imaginary and
call those who express them as people
wedded to outmoded, orthodox econo-
mic doctrines, with an air of finality.

One often feels tempted to remind
them of what G. K. Chesterton had to
say of orthodoxy:

‘People have fallen into the fool-
ish habit of speaking of orthodoxy
as something heavy, humdrun, and
safe. There was never anything so
perilous or so cxciting as orthodoxy.

It was sanity: and to be sanc is
more dramatic than to be mad’,

Calcutta-29 S, V. SUBRAMANIAN

WILI. HE EXPLAIN?

Sir,—The Union Government has
sanctioned 320 pilot projects, cach con-
sisting of 10 joint or collective farming
socicties to be established in the coun-
try before the end of the Third Five
Year Plan, Out of this number, 12
pilot  projects  have been  alloted to
Madras State.  The State Ministry is
taking steps to start three projects in
the State in the current year.

—

October 28, 1961

The State Minister for  Agriculture,
Me. Bhakthavatsalam, has in a “speech
before  the Seminar on  Co-operative
Farming vecently held at Coimbatore
expressed  his opinion on  co-operative
farming thus: "I went to Russia a few
months back. T saw a few collective
farms. I could see that the workers in
the farms are mere wage-carners. The
Soviet  Government has now  realiZed
that without incentive, it could not
develop agriculture.  Therefore, each
individual worker in a collective farm
is now given 1 to 2% acres for his, indi-
vidual cultivation. He-can cultivate the
land as he pleases and sell the produce
as he pleases. Therefore, T would plead
that we should not insist on this or
that pattern™.

This is excellent  evidence  against
collective farming. And yet the Minis-
ter gave his assent to the introduction
of the pilot projects for collective farm-
ing in the Madras State!

Tirumelveli A. S. Kurpuswamx

PLEA FOR ZONAL
ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS

Sir,—IHow strange that the most vital
aspect of emotional integration has been
jgnored for such a long timel

Our leaders do not seem to realize
the havoe linguism and statism is doing
to the nation today. One State has

October 28, 1961

nothing in common with the others, so
to say; they are all engaged in rivalry
qver boundary disputes, location of in-
dustries, use of water, electricity, treat-
ment of Jinguistic minorities, and so on.
They are all small States virtually in-

dependent — though constitutionally

otherwise.

The only link is not even the Cen-
tral G8vernment but the personality of
Shri [awaharlal Nehru. His seems the
final word not because of respect and
love but out of fear, as he is the vote-
securing *eader for them,

Many proposals have been suggested
for better integration of the country. But
it seems to me that until we have an
all-India cadre of leadership the prob-
lem could not be tackled effectively.
The Constitution should be amend-
ed to have a directly elected
President.  The Governors and Chief
Justices of High Courts should be the
nominces of the President and the Prime
Minister  should have no say in their
appointments. By having a directly
elected President,  all-India figures will
emerge. We should also do away with
the present States; instead administra-
tive regions on zonal basis should be
formed—which would not only result in
economy but also help in integrating the
country.

Allahabad MouaN LaL KHER
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TALK
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‘A tube, a tube, my kingdom for a tube’,
quoted Time-Master Tubophile getting his
Shakespeare all mixed up.

‘Listen’, said the coachman. You ain't
got a kingdom to give and we ain’t got
' N a ‘tube’ to travel in...s0 now we walk,

UBELESS
TIMES

‘Tounds, Sir', thundered Time-Master
Tubophile, stilf Shakespearean, ‘you don't
have to remind me that this is a tubeless
fand in tubeless times. full well do 1,
‘Chairman, Tube Tiree Inc., know it. Not
a ar, train or plane for conveyance...not
even a bicycle to take the ache out of
travelling. Nothing to take you from
here to there save a horse...and that
o oo runaway. Suchis tubeless travelling.

SWARAJYA
IS IT FAIR?

Sir,—The speeches of our Prime
Minister have all been broadcast by the
Madras and Trichy stations of All India
Radio, including even those at Theni
and other places, and for a duration of
more than 75 minues each day! The
points touched on in his speeches at va-
rious places largely related to election
propaganda, Mr. Nehru came to Madurai
not in his capacity as Prime Minister
but to participate in the deliberations of
his party. Other political party leaders
do not enjoy similar privileges. Is this
not a clear instance of the ruling party
cxploiting its power of being in office
for party advantage? Are the specches
of Mr, Ashok Mehta and Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachari broadcast in the same man-
ner? Why, even the free press gives but
scant space to reports of their speeches!

Who can now say that the sugges-
tion of C.R. that every ruling party
must resign at least six months before
the elections is not - reasonable or just?
The Prime Minister who prides him-
sclf on giving equal opportunitics to all
could very well sct an cxample himself
by stepping down from office and fight-
ing the clections on cqual level  with
other parties. But it is so much easier
to ask others to give up their privileged
position than for oneself to give up one’s
advantage. RS.

- R v —

these tubeless times'.

‘Coachman! forward — Ho !’

The Indian Tube Company (1953) Ltd. A Tata-Stewacts & Lioyds Encerprise

(omforting, though, to think, there is
my tubular time machine to take me
back to my own well-tubed time. And
back I'll go after | have seen more of

Swarayva welcomes comments
and criticisms by readers on
matters of general public interest.
In view of the size of the journdl,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor

HE PLAYED CRICKET!

The following rare sketch of
Mahatma Gandhi in his boyhood
as a sportsman is given by Haris
S. Booch in The Times of India:

Few people know that Mahatma
Gandhi was a good cricketer when he
was at Alfred IHigh School of Rajkot.
He excelled at both bowling and bat-
ting. e also played card games at
home, his favourite being Bezique.
Sportsmanship illumined his actions in
the school era. This amazing but inter-
esting disclosure was made to me by
his only living schoolmate, Mr. Ratilal
G, Mchta, the veteran educationist of
Saurashtra, who is 90 today.

According to  Mr. Mehta, who is
remarkably active despite his nine de-
cades, Gandhiji’s school carcer had a
definite impact on his later life. “Mohan-
das was very friendly with school-boys
irrespective of caste or creed and I can
never forget his compassion for weaker
and less privileged fellow-students. He

e set an example to all by

attending the school in the
simplest of clothes. For
instance. I don’t think his
cap cost more than eight
annas,” he told me.

Gandhiii’s  first lessons
in  self-discipline  were
also learnt at school from
their  headmaster,  Mr.
Dorabji Gimi, and it was
their Sanskrit teacher, Mr.
Krishna  Shankar, who
persuaded  Gandhiji to
shed his earlier dislike for
that language and thus
opened the flood-gates of
future learning which cul-
minated in a deep study
of the Bhagvad Gita, Upa-
nishads and the Vedas.
What surprised Mr. Mehta
was Gandhiji’s uncanny
sense of intuition even at
that early age. Once both
of them were watching
an  important  cricket
match at Raikot. Gan-
dhiji declared a particular
well-set  batsman would
be out the next ball. And
the prediction nroved ab-
solutely correct! :

TC-54
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Here are the illustrations _
representatiye of the
Amalgamations Group's
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Some of the firms in the
Group are acquired
interests, but the others have
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a basic plan for the speedy
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and transport industries.
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THE BIGGEST PERIL AND HOW TO MEET IT

It follows from the nature of
truth and human intelligence
that in secking the suftrages of the
people, all political parties should
more or less put forth identical
policies, although they may give
different shapes to the same subs-
tance and use different language.
If the conditional if’s, but’s and pro-
vided-that’s are all added up, it
will be seen that most political par-
ties swear hy the same ()bjectivcs,
and the difference is, as far as poli-
cies are concerned, mostly an illu-
sion. This is because of the fact
that the appeal of all parties is to
the same electorate and under the
same conditions, and as  already
stated the nature of truth and
human intelligence leave no scope
for real variation.

What each party lays emphasis
on may present differences, but
the emphasis tqo varies with the
audience to whom it is addressed.
Here also there is more of skill and
illusion than of reality in the vari-
ations.

What then is the issue on which
the Congress is opposed by the
Swatantra Party? Not the "aims,
which are general welfare, equal
opportunities for all and protec-
tion of the weaker elements
against explpitation—these being
the stated objectives of both par-
fies. The one issue is the biy
difference in the ways and means
employed to achieve these objec-
tives.

The Congress Party’s policy is
Statism. The Congress Party being
in *power suffers from the bias or
the illusion that through the State

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

and voluntary co-operation of the
citizens general welfare and pros-
perity can be secured.  So mea-
sures  curtailing  freedom  have
been devised to attain prosperity.
Incidentally, these measures give
more and more power to the rul-
ing party.

The Swatantra  Party stands
for freedom,  stoutly  oppos-
ing Statism.  Statism along with
party government leads to the
gm\vth of one-purty power to
monstrous  dimensions ending up
in perpetuation of power and ex-
tinction of democracy. This is the
great and all-important issue.

It is gratifying to note that the
Praja Socialist Party (whose name
may mislead) is also against Sta-
tism, as the election manifesto of
that party makes it very clear. In-
deed all parties other than the
Congress and Communist parties
are ranged against Statism. It is
recognized by all of them that the
Statist policy of the Congress must
lead to totalitarianism. The Con-
gress Party would itself object to
Statism were it not in power.

The question then is, what
should be the strategy at the next
clections for these parties that do
not want Statism. Must par-
ties range themselves against
one another although they all pre-
sent the same stout opposition to
the Statism of the Congress and
Communist parties? Must they in-
dulge in triangular and multilate-
ral contests to make it easy for
Statisin to win and  perpetuate
Congress Party rule?

- ‘Had this common ground bet-

rather tham through the free will? %en them been a minor one. the

situation might be otherwise. But
this common opposition to the Con-
gress Party’s Statism—to its per-
mit-licence-raj, to its unholy alli-
ances with selected rich men, and
to its extravagance in expenditure
and  consequent crushing  taxes,
deficit financing and  inflation—is
SO importunt an issue and covers
so much of ground that it is high
time leaders of these parties con-
sider ways and means to pool their
strength and adopt a strategy that
would lead to success.

Mr. H. V. Kamath had a discus-
sion with me very recently and
he made the suggestion that there
should be an all-India conference
of leaders of all parties opposed
to  Statism for devising election
strategy on commonsense lines, so
as to avoid giving a chance to the
Statist party to win through trian-
gular contests. It should not be
difficult for leaders of all the poli-
tical parties ranged against the
Congress and communism to settle
on a comprehensive plan of divid-
ing up the constituencies among
themselves so as to secure a parlia-
mentary majority against Statism.

The time is short and negotia-
tions are always difficult. Negoti-
ations often break down on some
trifling but obstinate point. Yet the
suggestion deserves a trial, for
Statism is the most important of
all the charges against Congress
policy and is a great enemy to
true national progress and demo-
cracy; and it is obviously impos-
sible to lead a successful battle
against it unless triangular and
multilateral contests are avoided
and the position properly polarized.
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

A lively week passed in New
Delhi but all celebrations  bore
the marks of a rally for the com-
ing gcncru] clections. There was
the Seva Dal parade led by Dr.
N. S. Hardikar who was congra-
tulated by the Prime Minister on
the discipline of national forces;
the Youth Festival and  Inter-
University Jamboree were similarly
greeted by the Prime Minister and
they were told of the importance
of leadership cmerging  from
among their ranks since national
heroes are never dropped from the
sky. There was exquisite pageantry
in the Delhi Film Festival hailed
by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan who
advised leading performers not to
put the profit-motive higher than
artistic excellence. Of minor obser-
vances there was no lack for holi-
day-makers to partjgipate.  What
India probably wanted most to be
noticed abroad was the Seminar of
Goa Recovery also duplicated at
a huge meeting in Bombay held
for the liberation of Indian terri-
tory from the foreign yoke. All
agreed that therc was ‘special

urgency’ for the deliverance of_

Goa, and one of the papers des-
cribed the function as “A decisive
blow to Portuguese colonialism”
The Prime Minister conceded that
his Goa policy has proved a fai-
lure but he did not ‘rule oul’
military action. It was therefore
an anti-climax when Finance
Minister Moraraji Desai pleaded
for non-violence. But that was
exactly the theme of a speech by
the Prime Minister to students
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who were asked to take the pledge
of  non-violence outlined by  the
National Integration Conference,

[} ] 4

Of  specific importance for
the  cconomic  advance ()I: the
country was  the  visit ol the
tean of US. Dbusinessmen  she-
pherded by the U.S._ x\m]?au;-
sador Gatbraith who after joint-
conferences  with  the  Nlinis-
tries and the Indian industrialists,
had @ brief mecting  with  the
Prime Minister himself, The callers
assured Mr. Nehrn that what they
had seen of India’s achievement
was  Cwonderful”. It was  an-
nounced that the “six days™ con-
terence of leading American busi-
nessmen ended in Delhi on g
successful note, with a two-hour
meeting with their Indian counter-
parts”. The visitors declared that
“in the United States there was
an vpid('mic of investment-inter-
est” in India.  They wanted two
clarifications  about joint indus-
trial enterprises before the “epide-
mic” should spread. One  was
about the terms of  partnership
with Indian capital;  the sccond
related to the hackneved distine-
tion between the “public sector
and the private sector”. As ol
sound economists in the country
know there was no more (fuurr('l
about ventures in purtn('rs liP S0
that both sides could be free from
the coils of subsequent mis-under-
standing and of any reduction i
the country’s capacity for amorti-
zation of debts through produc-
tion.

L] ° °

Indian industrialists led by the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and the Industry’s
President, Mr. Karamchand Tha-
par, and the Vice-President, Mr.
Shriyans Prasad Jain, told the
American businessmen that they
would not like the public-and-

rivate sector countroversy to be
revived. Indian businessmen had
reconciled themselves to the in-

dustrial policy followed hy the
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Government of India and,.in fact,

the policy was working fairly satis-,
factorily.  The Government wus o
not rigid in  implementing  the

policy. The private sector had

been  allowed to start  industrics

like fertilizers and  aluminium

once reserved for the public sec-

tor. The Indian industrialists -

sured the  American businessmen

that there need be no apprehen-

sion about the role of the public

sector, ¢

[ L] °

The prerogative of  whimsical
confiscations faded in the discns-
sions  just s the fuss aboul
“strings” (“S‘.lpl)(".ll'(‘(l. The nego-
tiators  are not involved in am(
planning or priority as lhc){ seck
to  promote productions for a
Welfare State  which differs  in
spelling  from \)sm1(10-5()ciuli§m,
the mask adopted by communists
and fellow-travellers. Before they
left by plane Prol. (Jull)ruitl} also
ammotnced that it was his inten-
tion to follow up the understand-
ing by secing to it that “Mr. Ken-
nedy and Mr. Nehru should mect
in a relaxed atmosphere without
any crisis and tensions”.  Funda-
mentallv there is a swing to nor-
malev in the  ¢conomic thought
displayed.  Not that we are free
from our own pr()l)]cm of unem-
plovment so menacing in' the pros-
pect  despite “co-operative farm-
ing. That peril was brought out
at Mahabaleshwar  where  the
Congress Party ('(mgrvgutvd with
full assurances of $uccess in thq
clections. There was a riot of
mutual  congratulations that sue-
cess was before them, Apart from
the slogans and the complaint of
women not being given 15 per
cent of the tickets, some thought-
ful critics asked about unemploy-
ment distress. The answer given
was that there would be district
councils; taluk  boards; mandal
committees; and villagé co-opera-

tives in the Congress scheme. All® -

these bodies will be humming,
and each unit will have an execu-
tive officer with ample staff. There
is thus a vast ant-hill of vacan-
cies in the pyramidal organiza-
tions fed by the Government as
the remedy. PJ.
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The latest audit report on A
Cnngress government is that of
Assam. It was no doubt a coalition
government but the C(mgrvss
Party was the senior partner and
the, Chief Minister was a congress-
man. Serious financial irregulari-
ties have been noted ending in
enormously large losses to the gov-
crmméent, i.c.. an enormous waste
of the taxpayers” money. The re-
port points out that the irregulari-
ties are not confined to the usnally
wasteful  departments  like  the
P.W.D., Supply, Relief and Reha-
bilitation and have widespread
into the Education and  Medical
departments. Fertilizers as a State
enterprise  casily lends itself  to
waste. The Director of Agriculture
has  not maintained proper ac-
counts of distribution of fertilizers,
sale proceeds have not been cre-
dited by the agents fortnightly as
required with the result  that
large amounts have been outstand-
ing against them, fertilizers have
been distributed in large quandi-
ties to tvn-gnrdvns in contraven-
tion of the agreements, and agents
have been allowed to retain large
stocks of fertilizers with them even
after the termination of their
agreements. As a result an amount
of Rs. 29% lakhs has vet to be
collected of which the depart-
ment has failed to recover
Rs. 18.64 lakhs in advance as re-
quired from the agents against the
delivery of fertilizers. The Supply
Department can plead a loss of
only Rs. 5,994 in respeet of pur-
chase of rice. The Relief and Re-
habilitation  Department  made
an  avoidable expenditure of
Rs. 10,377, the Medical Depart-
ment an unnecessary expenditure
of Rs. 12.324. The Education De-
partment, not to be left behind,
paid the secretary of an aided
school Rs. 15000 instead of
Rs. 1,500 on account of a slight
mistake by a typist in the office of
the Inspector of Schools!

Assam is, however, only the
lagest—we wish we could say it is
the last—in the series. To confine

SWARAJYA

- PLAYING DUCKS AND DRAKES
' By M. RUTHNASWAMY

[ ~

ourselves only to this years hap-
penings, the latest audit report of
the Punjub  Government reveals
that o transformer on which Rs. 4
lakhs had b&en spent was found
to be defective and another Rs. 4
lakhs was spent on its repair. The
audit report wryly remarks  that
the  government  might  have
bhought a new transformer with
Rs. 4 lakhs instead of spending
Rs. 4 lakhs on repairing an obvi-
ously defective one. Several lTakhs
of rupees had to be paid to land-
owners whose lands had been ace-
quired long ago but the pavment
of compensation for which ha:l
been long delayed. And the Bha-
kra Canal scandal, pointed out by
a high~pnw<'r(‘(l Comumittee, which
not only resulted in financial loss
but revealed to the world Indian
invlﬁcioncy in irrigation works,
still rvankles in the minds of patrio-
tic Indians.

The  Defence Ministry of the
Government of India under its
present leadership is notorious for
running a coach and four through
the centuries-old rules of financial
propriety. Not the least sensational
aspect of the Nanavati case is that
a naval officer placed under sus-
P(‘ll.‘ii()ll ('()HS(‘(JII(‘Ht HPU“ th(‘,
charge of murder had been allow-
cd to continue to draw his full pay
and allowances, The new Auditor-
General points to the large savings
on budget estimates during  the
year 1957-58, 1958-59, 1959-60 as
being of the order of Rs. 10.02
crores, Rs, 22.68 crores and Rs.
17.59 crores in  the respective
years. Over-cstimating is an old
practice  which used to be con-
demned by Congress critics in the
past. Congressmen in this as in so
many other instances recently
pointed out, are flattering the Bri-
tish rulers by imitating them. Bad
planning—and this from a govern-
ment which preens itself on its
planning—has resulted, according
to the Eastern Economist, in ma-
chinery and equipment costing
Rs. 21 lakhs lying unused as they
were  found to be surplus to re-

5

quirement or because proper ar-
rangements had not been made in
advance for making use of them.
Costly equipment, such as a 10-ton
capacity crane, power-house ma-
chinery, and weigh-bridges, is
lying idle and rusting away. A
dredger purchased at a cost ol
Rs. 35 lakhs had to be repaired
soon after its arrival in India. Also
a l](:‘\V]y C()l]StrllCt(’d n'line‘S\VeePCl'
costing about Rs. 48 lakhs had a
major breakdown during its mai-
den voyage out and had to be
repaired at a cost of a few lakhs
more. Timber worth about Rs. 34
lakhs received duing 1951-52 has
been lving unused in an ordnance
factory for the last eight years.

All this is only the record of one
year. It has been so in every year
ot Congress rule. Not the smallest
part of the indictment  against
Congress governments is this woe-
ful waste of public money which
the andit reports year after year
reveal, It is for the historian or
political scientist to discover the
canse of this  chronic discase of
Congress governments, The com-
mon citizen whose money is being
plaved ducks and drakes with has
only one way open to him to deal
with the mischief—and that is to
throw these financial rakes out of
office at the next opportunity,
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« FACTS ABOUT CO-OPERATION
By ]. M. LOBO PRABHU

\

At the Golden Jubilee celcbmtiops scause as carly &s 1908 Rabindranath

of the Maharashtra State Co-operative

Bank, the Prime Minister indulged in

some loud thinking about co-operation. [

can claim to some knowledge about

co-operation  having  started the  first

grath bank in the U.P. at Kanth in 1931,

and the first Cane Muarketing Socicty

in UP. at Dcoria in 1935, As Sccre-

tary for Co-operation in the  Madras

'Govcrﬁ)nwnt, I saw the establishment ot

cight co-operative farms. It is very dilli-

cult to reconcile my experience with

the expectations of the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister considered there

was & “revolutionary idea” in combin-

ing panchayat raj with co-operative doe-

velopment. There is much loose think-

ing in this matter. In the first place,

. the franchise of the two is different, the

. panchayat being based on the whole

population of the village, the co-opera-

‘e tive society on the much smaller sec-

tion of those who invest and borrow.

. The office-bearers of the two are genc-

TR, rally different and frequently  hostile.

The Prime Minister himself admitted

that the functions of the panchayats

were judicial and administrative, while

those of the co-operative socicties finan-

cial and economic. So far panchayats

have not done well, the Chief Minis-

ter of Andhra admitting that as many

as 774 murders had been committed

in that State in conncction with pan-

chayat elections. The record of co-

operative societics is marred by embez-

zlements, loss of advances and gencral

diversion of loans from production pur-

poses to consumption nceds. The Gov-

ermor of the Reserve Bank has more

than once commented on the increase

3 of ineflicient and Bankrupt socicties. The

combination of panchayats and co-ope-

rative socicties will therefore do harm
to both,

The Prime Minister then associated

Yjoint farming’ with co-operation be-
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Tagore had supported it. He claimed it
was necessary to overcome the disadvan-
tages of small holdings and the smaller
resources of the cultivators. About the
same time, Madras Minister Bhaktavat-
salam was saving that in the collectivist
farms in Russia, the government  had
realized that incentive was lost and in-
dividual workers bad to be given one to
two acres for personal  cultivation to
keep up the food supplics.  As 54.6
per cent of our holdings are less than
249 acres, the Russian madel gives no
hope of joint farming to the largest
munber of cultivators. My own experi-
enee of co-operative farms is of three
varictiess fisst, where government pro-
vides its own land to the landless with

Articles published in SwaARAJYA,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole or in part,
with or without acknowledgment.

advances for cattle, seed implements,
and even cost of living. On an average
cach holding of five acres costs about
Rs. 1,000. The cultivation is individual
and the one anxiety .of the cultivators
is to obtain individual ownership in
order to be able to get more lauds than
the co-operative society provides. The
second class is of the merger of private
holdings with government land. Most of
such socicties are still-born or subject to
constant  disputes. The third  class,
which is getting popular, is of a national
merger of holdings of the larger land-
owners, partly to avoid the law of ceil-
ings and largely to take advantage ot
the financial and other help offered by
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government. Though government is not
disposed now to publish balante-sheets
of joint farms. the information available
is that most are running at a loss. This
is inevitable in Lrms under joint culti-
vation, hecanse cach member is disposced
td contribute less than others beecause
the return is not related to contribution,

Joint farming will die its own death
but. in the meanwhile, it is servingetwo
political purposes. First, members of the
ruling purty obtain Jand and money ia
the name of co-operation. Any precise
inquiry in this respeet would make for
startling disclosures. $econdly, the land-

13 (A o
less are excited by the prospect of ob-

taming land, thongh the experience is
that even when land is given to them
they abandon or dispose it, taking away,
as they did i the Wynad Colony the
money and cattle advanced to them,

Thirdly. the Prime Minister conceived
co-operation  as a completely  private
cffort without any officials.  “Once an
officer  gets in, co-operation  ceases.”
The Prime Minister is not awire that
such s the greed, incompetence  and
inorance of the members of nearly all
sovictivs that  the members  themselves
invoke oflicial assistance at every stage.
Fayen the biggest socicties cannot work
for a day. unless officials with respon-
sibility keep the members from  eating
up  each other and the public  funds
available.

The cost of the Co-operative Move-
ment is not realized by the taxpayers,
In 1959-60 the Reserve Bank advanced
Rs. 93.33 crores to co-operative banks
at 2 per cent below the bank rate. In
1938-39, the government  advanced
Rs. 43.80 crores to co-operative socie-
tics. In the following years, these
amounts have steeply inereased. In addi-
tion several crores are spent on staff,
warchonses. sner and other factors,
Since so much money is used, with no
visible results, it is not enly inflationary,
causing a general rise in price but cor-
ruptive of political and moral standards,
Like the Community and Social Welfare
projects,  co-operation and  panchayat
raj use public funds to assure political
support for the ruling party.

There must be LLo-operation but it
can only be meaningful when it follows
ordinary  business  standards, with the
difference that the rate of interest may
be lower than the prevailing one. If
the Government is really eatnest about
safeguarding the public moneys and of
advancing at the same time co-opera-
tion, let it form an independent corpor-
ation for it. which will make advances
which are fruitful and safe. It will judae
ca-operative farms on its merits so that
manev is not wasted on what does not
increase production and prosperity, .

L
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"MEETING OF AGE AND YOUTH
. By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Mankind has hardly
yet recovered from the paroxysm ot
frenzy or panic that scized it when
Soviet Russia, with supreme unconcern
if not unconcealed contempt for world
opindon, exploded the big bomb. Since
Mr. Khrushchov is as good as his word
and alwvays knows his mind, it may not
have hetn the bigggst test nor the Jast
i the “series. Mayhbe that the worst is
yet to be, Tt is useless to ask if it was
at all necessary to have gone thus far
in exhibiting the nuclear might in the
guise of & mere test, It was worse than
a shocking demonstration of the tevvilic
power in which the men at the Krem-
lin could revel; it was an act of blind
fury and crass folly—it was a crime
against hwnanity,

Our  Prime Minister  who recently
went  to Moscow from Belgrade and,
on behalt  of the unaligned  unations,
pleaded with Mr. Khrushchov for the
coessation of all nuclear tests, making also
a fervent personal appeal to him, s
today as unhappy as he s disillusioned.,
While to him the explosion is “a horri-
ble thing™ which would “not only con-
taminate the atmosphere but also affect
the hearts and winds of people all over
the world”, to his dear and distinguished
colleague, Mr. Krishna Menon, it scem-
ed to call for no special notice. For some
strange reason, he would rather endure
blistering  attacks on him on such ac-
counts  than versuade  himself to  say
aught which might embarruss  Soviet
Russia or, for the matter of that, any
communist country.

In a recent penetrating analysis of
Mr. Menon’s reeent performance at the
UN. and his role as our spokesman
abroad, the editor of the Hindustan
Times makes two points—firstly,  that
our foreign policy has ceased to have
abroad any moral claims and, secondly,
that it is in danger Of ‘being assessed
more in the light of Mr. Menon's in-
terpretations abroad than of Mr. Nehru's
at  home. And he pertinently  adds:
“why Mr. Nehru continues to exposc
his policies e such perverted distortions
will of course always remain something,
of a mystery”. It is indeed one of those
mysteries that few can comprehend. But
when has Mr. Nehru at all conceded
that his foreign policy is expased ta
“perverted distortions” in the process of
Mr. Menan's interpretation—or imple-
mentation? Such criticism perhaps loses
half its validity and all its force so long

as Mr. Nelim stands by his man, his
Menon, his lean-on.  And why he <o
stands is his own affair.

Mr.  Nchru is preparing to go to
Washington for talks with Mr. Kennedsy:.
With the world  delicately  reclining,
indeed  perilously  tilting on - the very
brink, they will doubtless have many
things  to talk over,  with a common
urge to save it from toppling down.
While they have known cach other from
a long distance only and yet developed
a close enough understanding, they have
not so far got together. The meeting
of two such men of destiny is an event
at any time, and much more so now,
when the threat to peace and humanity
has become extremely real.  There are
however doubts in the minds of many
thinking men if the approaching hour
for their talks is propitious. For, this is
neither one of Mr. Nehru's finest hours
nor one of Mr. Kennedy's happiest.
Deliberately or otherwise, Mr. Khrushi-
chov has done something to spoil theis
mood.

The Washington talks should turn out
to he  purposeful—not merely  friendly
and cordial. A Germun paper has re-
cently deseribed Mr. Kennedy as the
American Ham'et while,  interestingly
enough, a British paper referred to Mr.
Nehru as the Indian Polonius! In less
exciting  times such a setting  would
have called for the Shuakespearcan nib
for everlasting  delineation.  But  the
howr is too burdensome for pleasantrics
or philosophizing. Age with its mellow-
ness and experience and vouth with s
drive and daring can fruitfully he allied
to a moral purpose. The Nehru-Kemnedy
meeting may well be a turning point
in a larger context than in that of Indo-
American relations.

A story is going round the capital
that Mr. Nehru is dropping the Secre-
tary-General, Mr. R. K. Nehra, from
his entourage to Washington for a very
humorous reason. Since the Indian
Ambassador  who must necessarily he
there for consultation happens to be Mr.
B. K. Nchru, the idea of confronting
the American hosts with three Nehrus,
or as P, G. Wodehouse would  say,
“Nehru, Nehru and Nehru,” has made
him do with one less.

Mr. Krishua Menon without his hair
after the recent operation looks so new
and still not in fine fettle, M. Kripu-
lani, it seems, has now the advantage
of facing Samson without his locks!
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Coughing
Relieved

My cough got so bad I could
not bear it any more, But Idid
the right thing. 1 went straight
to my medicine dealer for a
bottle of PEPS Throat and
Chest Tablets. As I sucked
these delicious PEPS Tablets
one by one, the relief was
wonderful.

Very soon the healing vapours
had helped to dispel germs.
Now I always keep PEPS
Throat and Chest Tablets
handy.

PEPS

THROAT AND CHEST TABLETS

for COUGHS, BRONCHITIS,
SORE THROATS and COLDS [ |

FROM ALL MEDICINE DEALERS

G L FULFORD (INDIA)} PRIVATE LTD. .
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Get your tyres retijeaded by

SUNDARAM INDUSTRIES |-

—the largest retreader in India . |

TVS retreads give the same milage
as new tyres because
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TVS use superior quality, TVS store the Camelback

extra - thick Camelback.
rubber to preserve i1s lackiness

Retreading is the job of an expert.
At TVS, factory-trained mechanics
operating the latest precision equip-
ment retread worn-out tyres. The
special bonding process of TVS
yields a new lease of life to worn-
out tyres, makes them serve like
new. You can get your truck tyres
retreaded thrice if done in time.

Retreeding at its best

Sundaram Industries
Private Limited

Wnit of TV5)
Pudulkottal - Madras - @oimbatore - Bangalore
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Must the Prime Minister of
India even in search of depreca;
tory language b()rr()w from Rus-
sia? He referred to the united
front against the Congress can-
didate in North Bombay as a sort
of troika; so great is the P.M’s
admiration for things Russian.

. Mr.*Nehru, it seems, has lost a
great p’:irt of hisecapacity for self-
examination. Once upon a time,
when he was young, in an article
in the Modern Review, which
became famous when its author-
ship was revealed by himsell, he
had shown a considerable de-
gree of self-criticism and con-
fessed therein his love of power
and  his  talent for Tistrionic
display. But now it appears
that long enjoyment of unques-
tioned power and the national
and international atmosphere of
deceptive appreciation that has
enveﬁ)ped Wm  have deprived
him of a large part, if not the
whole, of the precious ca-
acity of self-criticism. Why does
Ee not pause to think why dissi-
milar groups—not devoid of con-
siderable intellectuality and expe-
rience—have come together to
make what he describes as a
strange combination? When any-
thing unexpected has happened a
scientiic mind looks for the
causes and is not content with
expressions of surprise or displea-
sure, If varying elements ﬁave
come together Yo oppose the can-
didature of one who has Deen
carrying out the Prime Minister’s
policy, there must be somecthing
wrong in that policy and he ought
to put forth additional effert to
find out what is wrong 'with his
policy. This, however, he is not
prepared to do. He hopes to divide
his opponents by irrelevantly refer-
ring to the differences in their ideo-
“ logies. The’alleged dissimilarity of
the elements that have combined
to oppose Mr. V. K. K. Menon is
an additional argument against the
candidature—not a reason to
under-estimate the opposition.

-

*
In a manner altogether out of
the way Mr, Jawaharlal Nehruy,

A

when explaining what he pro-
posed to do and not to do
in respect of Goa, is report-
ed to have launched an attack
against the Swatantra Party, the
P.S.P. and the united front in
support  of Acharya Kripalani,
Apart from the obvious impro-
pricty of converting an all-party
platform into an clectioneering
base, I am amazed at his continu-
ing to call the Swatantra Party
a party of rich men. It is unbe-
coming of him to indulge
in this baseless attack. Does
he not know  that all  the
picked rich in the land have
been with him  all along with
all their resources? It may be, he
is unpleasantly conscious that
their convictions are not with him,
but he knows their money is on
his side. Do not his capable and
expcrienced election Imnanagers,
who hold various portfolios in the
Government  but who are now
devoting  their  time and  all
their abilities in the collection of
funds for the party, tell him the
truth that they are going about
asking the rich not to help the
Swatantra Party but exclusively to
help the Government Party? Does
he not know what sanctions they
use for getting the rich to stand
by the ruling party? It is most
unworthy of him to call the Swa-
tantra Party a party of rich men
when that party, he and his hench-
men know, is suffering from want
of adequate funds. It is adding in-
sult to injury to go on repeating
the false story that the Swatantra
Party, which is a party for free-
dom, is a party for the rich peo-
ple. I would not much mind small
people indulging in this dishonest
attack, but I do feel hurt to
see Mr. Nehru repeating  this
allegation. Does he not know that
in spite of his Kanpur speech no
donations are refused by his hench-
men but are greedily received?

»

It is gratifying to note that
hoth Mr. Krishna Menon and Mr.
Jawaharlal Nehru, have at last
been drawn into line with the rest
of world spokesmen in condemn-
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OUR NEW RULERS

‘¢« VIGHNESWARA ** |
(N. RAGHUNATHAN)
Sccond scries of the Sotto
Voce papers from Swatanira.
The first scries published as a
book with the title Sotto Voce
received universal praise for its
fearlessness, its  brilliance of
style and propletic political
insight.  Our New Rulers is of
equally absorbing interest, It
has a new Preface on Con-
gress and Civil Liberties.
Pages 412

Ordinary Edition Rs, 5/-
Library Edition  Rs. 6/-

Postage Extra
Copics available at Higgin-
bothams, Head and Branch offi-
ces and book-stalls, as well as
from the Publishers:

B. G. PAUL & CO.

4, Francis Joseph Street, Madras-1

ing the Russian big explosion.
A non-alignment  attitude—totally
out of place in this connection—
appearcd at first to restrain the
lunguage of condcemnation  but
now the representatives of the
Government  of India, both the
PM. and Mr. V. K. K. Menon,
have given up the inhibition and
use language appropriate to the
enormity ot the Russian crime
against humanity.

*

But news has come that the
Representative  of the Govern-
maent of India at the U.N. reiterat-
ed that India’s objection to all
tests big or small, nnder any cir-
cumstances and at any time, must
be given priority over the urgent
case  of the 50-megaton ex-
plosion of Russia which was
wanted to be taken up Dby
Canada and Scandinavian coun-
tries and Japan. This stand
was followed by India  actually
voting with the Soviet bloc on the
procedural issue! The vague and
general indulgence in protests
against every nuclear test explo-
sion (small or big) is a feeble re-
action to the latest Russian crime
against mankind, so out of pro-
portion that it could legitimately
be called a dilution of protest
amounting to apathy if not appro-
val. It is most deplorable. If a
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brute is found guilty of raping

child what would one think of

someone saying, '1 glisappmvc of

all assaults, small or big at any

time and under any circamstance,

and I also disapprove of this rape?”
»

The estimates made of present
radio-activity l)y scientists dre as
usual coupled with the assurance
that we have not yet reached the
‘danger-point’. But what they re-
veal is  sufficiently  alarming.
Radio-activity in the air over
Austria was  (on Oct. 24)  forty
times greater than the  highest
radiation level ever recorded so
far. The present radiation was 80
times above the average. In
Canada, according to a recent re-
port in the New York Times, it
had already reached 400  times
past records. This was before the
latest giant explosion,

*

The Ministry of Commerce in
Delhi has given certain directions
in order to expedite disposal in
that Ministry of applications for
starting new private sector indus-
trial  projects. These  consist
in asking applicants to send
simultaneous  copies to  vari-
ous authorities including the
regional industries ministries. Ail
this is futile as it neglects the
chief and perhaps the only proce-
dure which will be effective in ac-
celerating sanction, viz.,, to prove
loyalty to the ruling party.

. o»

Mr. K. Santhanam is reported
to have told the boys of the Vive-
kananda College at Madras that
the Swatantra Party’s opposition
to planning was ‘pernicious’. And
this remark figures as the headline
of a report and dazzles the eye
against the substance of his talk.
Mr. Santhanam actually told the
meeting that planning which de-
pended too greatly on foreign aid
was bad, and that there was need
for great care to be taken to pre-
vent wastage in executing the
planned projects. The question is:
Do the Plans of the present Gov-
ernment of India depend too great-
ly on foreign aid or not? The figures
themselves speak very clearly and
loudly in answer to this question.
As for waste in expenditure, the
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occasional revelations in Parlia-
ment are convincing enough, The
public sector is going to be orga-
nized  into autonomons corpora-
tions, so that there will be no
p(‘rsonul interest in the manage-
ment or comp('titi(m as there are
in private  enterprise  to check
waste  and encourage  economy.
Nor will there be parliamentary
scrutiny.

Mr. Santhanam gave expression
also to his view on co-operative
farming, that for l)m(]ucing ‘spec-
tacular’” results compulsion would
be necessary, On the whole, then,
Mr.  Santhanam  has  correctly
reflected  the  objections of  the
Swatantra Party. The points that
clinch have been well brought out
by him. There is far too much de-
pendence on forcign aid in an un-
certain international situation, and
the  mortgage of India’s  future
linked to that foreign aid is ob-
\'i()usly wrong, Expeu(litur(- in the
irrcsponsible  public  sector s
bound to be tremendonsly waste-
ful.  “Collectives’  cannot  work
without compulsion and compul-
sion is detestable.

DIRECT ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

I write to endorse most heartily
the pmpusul made by Mr. Mohan
Lal Kher in vour issuc of 28th
Octoher to amend our Constitu-
tion to  provide a President
directly clected by the people.
Actually we have in  practice a
government of our Union by a
Prime Minister who operates vir-
tually like a directly clected Pre-
sident with a nominal prcsidvnt to
sign on the dotted line, a cabinet
which he fills and empties with-
out too much concern about the
Parliament whose appr()val of every
executive act is assumed. The re-
sult is that a formal parliumenteu‘y
government has hecome in opera-
tion a presidential government,
and this is more in keeping with
the national genius.

To adjust our institutions to the
spirit of the people is wiser and
easier than to attempt the reverse.
The legislature under the Ameri-
can system will be more powerful
than our present Parliament and
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How long will the C()ngr('ss'
Party and its Dictator take to fol-
low in the footsteps of the Russian,
opposite number and equate “anti-
party” activities with “anti-national’
crime? A leading daily winds up
its editorial comment on the Rus-
sian internal situation with this—
the world would like to know whe-
ther Marshal Voroshilov and ¢om-
pany have been merely guilty of
anti-Khrushchov  activities ~or of
activities against the Russian peo-
ple. The editorial slurs ovér one®
link in the proposed  question.
Assiming any group of people are
guilty of anti-party activities and
not of merely anti-Khrushchov
activities, even then does it follow
that anti-party activities are anti-
Russian-people  activities?  The
equating of party with the nation
is the crux of the position, not so
much the confusion between lea-
der and party. No one can pre-
sume that the problem is absent
or very far ofl in the  Indian
situation,

the Chief Exccutive, if he is a Pre-
sident, will have his responsibility
brought home to him better than
if he is a Prime Minister who can
monopolize power while sharing
the responsibility.

Similarly in the States we have
in operation a Swiss form of gov-
crnment  wherehy  even in the
many States which have Congress
governments the  cabinets really
contain representatives of several
significant real  interests in the
State ruther than partymen bound
together by an ideology. The les-
son to be drawn is to adopt pro-
portional  representation in the
State legislatures as well as irre-
movable all-party cabinsts,

No one would be a loser by these
two constitutional changes, and all
will gain, including foreigners who
try to do business with us, becanse
of the order, stability and the ces-
sation of unrcal strife that would

o

result from recognizing the facts .-

of our political life, R.B.

)
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BOOK REVIEW:

SATYAM EVA JAYATE
By C. Rajagopalachari
Bharathan Publications, Madras-10

The overwhelming  impression  this
book tnakes on the reader is of a cer-
tuin prophetic ardour and authenticity.
Its central theme is freedom—not free-
dom in a narrow political sense, but
in that',]m'g(-, wniversal sense in which
if takes on the chaveeter of a fundiwmen-
tal spiritual value. Tt is Decause of this
Yargeness, of this absoluteness of the
conception of freedom that inspires the
author  that jts varicd applications to
life, national or international, naturally
fall into a pattern. Apart from its uui-
fving philosophy, there is a profound
wnity of personality, the personality of
one who speaks in the aceents of a
Socrates, a Marens Aurclius, a Savona-
rola and of the upanishadic scer, as
suits the context.

The Swarajya  or  swatantrye  that
Rajaji sceks to recover for the people
of India is not a particular form of
political  organization or a paticular
constitutional sct-up, but a moval and
spiritual awakening in cach one of us.
Constitutional  questions  and  political

“jssues as well as others of vaster scope

like nuclear weapons are dealt with, and
almost  every page, cvery line  even.
shows an unrelaxing regard for truth,
an  uncompromising exposurc of the
frauds and shams of the most power-
ful in the land. with an  essentially
moral approach to the most mundane
human issues. And as Rajaji is intellec-
tually—as he is morally—head  and
shoulders above all those now in power
with whom he engages in controversy
here, not  excluding Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehrd himself, there is a
decisiveness and a touch of finality in
the argument as well as a refreshingly
incisive clarity and an aphoristic preci-
sion in the presentation. Of Rajuji—as
of Gandhiji—we may truly sav that bis
life is a noble commentary on the tea-
ching of the Bhagavad Gita. The world
will little note nor long remember whe-
ther Rajaji wins in this or that Jocal,
or national issue. For his ultimate aim
is not any limited local victory at all—
though he @il not and does not des-
pise it—but the victory of Truth, of
that  Truth which made India free
under Gandhiji's lead and which
will doubtless make and keep India free
again in the real and full sense. That
is the significance of the bold title
“Satyam eva Juyate”.

* There is something awe-inspiring and
thrilling in this cighty-three year "young’
veteran  of  India’s  freedom-struggle
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- THE BATTLE FOR FREEDOM

pledging  himsclf with  dedication to
waging yet another and leading it. Of
Rajaji it may be said that he brings o
his present mission the qualities of our
ancient sages.

It is a matter for congratulation that
at long last Rajaji has set himself to
awaken the country to the danger threat-
cning it from the unscrupulous domi-
nation of a party corrupted by power.
On the concrete issues raised herein by
him, Rajaji speaks with the fervour
bom of  profound concern with the
country’s future and with a reputation
as much for acuteness of pereeption as
for personal and political integrity. Tt iy
amazing that  Prime  Minister  Nehou
should cheaply charge Rajaji of all per-
sons with what amouwnts to an opposi-
tion to the economic amelioration of the
masses in Indial Rajaji’s entive life of
dedicated service in the cause of the
poor and the oppressed is a refutation
of any mean suggestion thgt a critic
could bring against him.

The volume under review is  con-
cerned with concrete issues and current
ones  but the treatment they  receive
emphasizes certain hasic  principles  of
such universal validity and such crucial
quality that we may call the book the
Swatantre Upanishad.  How rich and
varied the fare alforded in the book
cannat, in truth, be casily described, Tts
riches are manifold. A random sampl-
ing is all that can be attempted here.

Take Rajaii on the English language.
Petty cavillers may profess to perccive
an  inconsistency  in - Rajaji’s  current
advocacy of English as an all-time offi-
cial language for the country and his
carlier plea for the study of Hindi in
the schools. Ruthless realist as he is in
all that concerns the integrity and well-
being of the country, Rajaji can see and
can make all those who haven’t wilfully
shut their eyes see too—that cirenm-
stanced as we are today, it is neeessary
to keep English as the official language
while cherishing Hindi as pre-eminent
among  the national languages which
people all over India should learn to
understand and speak.

Rajaji is inexorable where principles
are involved. Witness his opposition to
the unconstitutional means employed to
oust a non-Congress government from
office in Kerala. That the non-Congress
government happened to be a commu-
nist one does not alter the principle
involved. Rajaji showed on that occa-
sion not merely sound constitutional
and political wisdom but a splendid de-
votion to Gandhiji’s unique contribu-
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Our contributors are res-
pectfully requested not to
exceed 900 words, in vieiv of
the size of SwARAJyA.

tion to politics and morality, the prin-
ciple that the means employed must be
as proper as the end sought to be
gained. 1t s this same stubbom love
of principle that underlies his opposi-
tion to the socialist ideal beloved of
Nehru and his comrades. They profess
to be concerned with inaking war on
poverty. But their  permit-licence-guota
raj, curiously enough, makes Congress
millionaires  richer and the peaple at
large  poorer and more helpless  than
they ever were before. This socialist
pattern of mass poverty and Congress
Party  prosperity is dangerous to  the
morals of the nation that Gandhiji had
trained to risk its all for Truth and non-
violenee and to despise even political
independence if it was to bhe had only
at the cost of ¢himsa and truth. The
Government  of India under Nehru is
today the biggest organization for the
systematic repudiation of all that Gan-
dhiji stood for.

We have given but a few stray ran-
dom glimpses of what rich store lies
within the compass of this work. Rajaji’s
passionate  anxicty for resuscitation of

SuURA LA
HEALTH SYRUP
;FOR HAIR PROT!CTWNE

UNITED CONCERN .
SA.BUNDOER ST, MAD®AD

Ope stockist recognised for a4 town

The
Nation’s
Best

B
BENGAL ELECTRICALS CO.
MADRAS-17 — BANGALORE-3
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the national dharma has drawn him ont
into politics again at an age when like
Janaka and other royal heroes of this
land, he could well have been content
to engage in philosophic pursuits. Not
that philosophy and religion are absent
from his daily concerns or indeed from
this book. It is again characteristic of
Rajaji, that he should concern Limsclf

SWARAJYA
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with those great matters not as intellee- valuable services that he has tendered

tual abstractions but as compelling urges
towards  the correct conduct of  the
alluirs of men and nations. The authentic
greatness of the man bhehind the work
s revealed on every page of the book.

This book takes rank  alongside of
Rajuji's exposition of the Ramayana and
the  Mahabharata,  as among the most

to the country. Indeed this service is.

vicher and more significant than any he

has rendered or could render in the

hichest offices of the land. For the hook

gives a maauificent call to the people,

Sursum corda (Lift up your hearts).
Satyam eva jayate naanrtam.

) § . SR

[ . a
We can now S
look forward
to MOhan
becoming an
Bngineer -thanks
Co our investment in
National
: ’
avings
[,
Prudence demands that you do not spend all you earn. Tomorrow
and the day after have to be pravided for. Today’s savings lay the
foundation for tomorrow's prosperity.
Your children’s education, their career, a hause of your owp,
unforeseen iliness....all these can be provided for only out of ’
today’s savings. .
No fess important is to make sure that your savings are wisely
invested. Your savings invested in national development are twice
blest: they bless you and the nation.
Let your Small Savings help you and the nation. o
Your Postmaster will be glad to give you full detajls of
the Cumulative Time Oeposit Schame. .
) “' » oA-81/403 J
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LETTERS ,TO THE EDITOR:

SWARAJYA

. . PLIGHT OF TAMILS IN CEYLON.

-t Sits—When Ceylon won her Inde-

pendence in 1948, though a small  see-
tion of the Tamil people had fele ner-
vous of the consequences, the new Con-
stitution was gladly accepted by hoth the
Tamils jand Sinhalese, who under the
Tamil leadership of Sir Ponnambalam
Arunadhalam carrled on their agitation
for freedom.’ Since Independence, how-
ever, thes Sinhalese Government has by
its variou® acts of discrimination against
the Tami® populution," strained the fecl-
ings bhetween the two peoples.

Here are some of the Government
measures  calculated to exasperate the
Tamils.in Ceylon and which arc at the

“hottom of the present unrest:

1. by two clectoral delimitations the
number of Tamil representation in Par-
liament was reduced cach time;

2. by passing anti-Tamil laws, such
as the “Sinhala only” Act and the Lan-
guage of the Courts law, and also by
administrative  directives, the Tamils
have been reduced virtually, to second
class citizenship, the ‘Reasonable Use’ of
the Tamil Jaw being a mere cye-wash;

8. by the Government-sponsorcd
Sinhala Colonization of Tamil Arcas
,Act, the population texture of the Tamil

-

arcas is sought to be changed with a
view to making Sinhalese predominate
ceven in hitherto predominantly  Tamil
constituencies;

4. by passing the Citizenship law,
half a miYlion Tamil people of the third
and fourth generations in the plantation
arcas were disenfranchized and  made

‘Stateless’, further reducing the strength.

of Tamils in Parliament. ‘

Mrs. Bandaranayake, the Premier, had
recently stated that the emcergency laws
could be withdrawn only if the North
and East return to normal in redlity.

Things will return to normal ‘in rea-
lity’ only when the causes of the frustra-
tion and resentment of the Tamil people
are removed, not by trying to destroy an
ethmic group by suppressing or by ab-
sorbing them, or driving them out of
the land of their birth.

A Cevion TamiL

QUITE ORIGINALI!
Sir,—It may not surprise us if the
following hand-out is issued by the
Government of India in the near future
for wide publication in the press:
“The Government of India is not in
favour of the exclusive use of chapa-

»
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thi as the only food diet of India. Such
a step, it is felt, is not advisable at
present because some of the States
still cling to the old-fashioned. iddli
_and have not acquired adequate flair
for chapathi. The Government of
India is accordingly. advising the
States to maintain the status quo,
namely, leaving the discretion to the
sense of the people to use chapathi
along  with iddli till chapathi is
voluntarily adopted as the sole food
of India. This, it is cxpected. will
promote national integration.”
Madras K. SHANMUGAM

True Colour Exposed

The (Communist Party) Mani-
festo promises “a progressive orientation
of the policics of the Congress Gov-
crnment in all fields, for a decisive shift
to the left”. This is damning of the
Congress both with the right and the
left; with the former, because it discloses
the Congress as the instrument of the
communists; with the latter, because it
suggests that only the communists can
deliver the goods. The further promise
that it will be communist policy to
“work for unity among the progressjve .
forces,” makes the horizon, even of the
Congress, definitely red.—Insight
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Those who lead the hard life of
peasants and under great difficul-
ties, and undertaking risks which
(for them) are relatively great, pro-
duce food for the nation deserve
to be rewarded with bonus pro-

ortionate to production and not
made to pay a land tax in addi-
tion to the sacrifices they make.
The Swatantra Party, therefore,
stands for the abolition of ‘land
revenuc, as this unjust levy on

roducers of food for the people
is called. The ownership records

should, however, be kept in pro-
the Government,

and as this has been by long tra-
dition linked to the collection of
Jand revenue, a certain negligible
part of the tax may be retained
so as to help to preserve the re-
cords of ownership to avoid con-
fusion of title. Tge land revenue
levy must go.

The Swathntra
ing announced this in
festo and made it a plank of the
party’s platform, it may be ex-
pected that the Congress will
adopt it at once and give effect
to it, so as to appear as good as
the Swatantra Party at the time of
the elections, The Swatantra
Party will be delighted if this hap-

ns, for it is more interested in
© the abolttion of the unjust tax
. *than in any electoral advantage.

This strategy of the Congress—
stealing the opponent’s ‘thunder’
as it is called—has been adopted
in many matters already, and to
that extent the Swatantra Party

- has gained many things for the
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By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The advantages of a strong Oppo-
sition party are thus seen even
before the parties go to the ballot-
box.

* Similarly, we should not be sur-
prised if the ruling party an-
nounces the extension of dearness
allowances to pensioners in a
close race with the Swatantra
Party. Competition is the principle
that brings about these and other
good results. It is just this princi-
ple of competition that Statist
socialism ignores to the detriment
of industry and trade, and which
the Swatantra Party deplores.

FARMERS” HARD LIFE

It is a perilous thing to try
experiments on the farmer.
The farmer’s capital is far
more feeble than is common-
ly imagined. The trade is 2
very poor trade; it is subject
to great risks and losses. I
have rarely known a farmer,
who to his own trade has not
added some other employ-
ment or traffic, that, atter a
course of the most unremit-
ting parsimony and labour,
and persevering in his busi-
ness for a long course of
years, died worth more than
paid his debts, leaving his
posterity  to continue in
nearly the same equal con-
fict between industry and
want, in which the last pre-
decessor and a long line of
predecessors _ before him,

lived and died.
—EpMunp BURKE

ABOLITION OF LAND REVENUE ¢

Nothing moves in this world with-
out a motive power to push it.
This is the first law of prosperity.
Competition is the mechanism
which gives a push to production
both in quality and quantity. °
The elimination o(f] this import-
ant motive power, results either
in State monopoly and bad
management and waste or., in .
favouritism giving facilities and ;
opportunities to chosen supporter
o? the party, helping tggr.;l‘ t:
exploit the situation in the absence
of any competition. These private
monopolies created by the Con-
gress in favour of selected indivi-
duals of their faction through the
permit-licence system have made
the rich quickly richer and the
poor poorer. The Swatantrs
Party: is stoutly opposed to
this pernicious system. Freedom
and competition must prevail it
we want prosperity and justice.
The concentration of economic
power in the hands of the ruling
party and its favourites is not a
thing to be encouraged, if we
desire the nation to prosper both
materially and morally. The con-
centration of power in the State
Jeads to the enslavement of the
people by a particular politicai
partz and totalitarian rule.
The lie that the Swatantra
Party is a rich man’s party is a
ick meant to deceive the poor
and to stimulate their envy, and
obtain their votes on false preten-
ces. The Congress Party is thriv-
ing on the support of their rich
friends who, in tumm, are thriving
on the support of the ruling party:
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 AWAKE, ARISE!

SWARAJYA

By POTHAN JOSEPH

.+ At the convention of the Swa-
~tantra ‘Party at Bangalore the
* principal speaker made it clear
- that the - movement was not a
‘mushroom-development to check
- the totalitarian drive of ‘the Con-
. gress during the year 1962 elec-
tions, but the beginning of a seri-
~ous democratic revival amongst
“the masses now overawed by the
tactics of the ruling party. The
% week’s news contains a report of
.rthe Congress decision to contest

rall the 2,968 seats in the various

- State Assemblies where elections
are due, and also to seize all the
497 seats in the Lok Sabha on the
strength of tickets issued by the
High Command. Apart from the
dubious devices adopted, there is

" the presumption that a clean

. sweep of the polls to perpctuate
‘the (Il)ongress' Party is the need of
the hour! Any prospect of Oppo-
sition-parties, at least to remind
the people that criticism of the
hierarchy is legitimate, seems ob-
noxious to the holders of power

who are already forming shadow-

cabinets, to follow electoral tri-
umphs. That there are forces in
--the- country to be polarized on a
" permanent basis does not appeal
“to the ‘Congress 'bosses who con-
template something of a “perma-

ABOLITION OF ... ... oo cov oer vee o
- in all théir projects to get richer
~and,richer. It is an unholy partner-
slii(z een favoured rich peo-
‘ple - and a ‘party’ ‘that has
been corrupted by Power. Sud-
den rises in assets and incomes
- from thousands to lakhs and from
lakhs to crores can be seen.among
the rich friends. of the Congress
Party, and also sudden prosperity
‘among some poor Congress ‘work-
ers. The leaders of the ruling
- party believe that by repeating
the story that the Swatantra Party
is a rich man’s party, they can
hoodwink the people, rouse class
hatred and continue in unrestrain-
ed. power for another electoral
- period. This plan must be foiled
if we want real democrcacy and
not a perpetuation of dictatorship
masquerading as democracy.

“hent revenue settlement® with all

the advantages of corrupt prece-
“dents to increase the profits of
clique-administration and  hasten

the introduction of ideology carry- -

ing millions of people in the course
of shipwreck. It is thus not merely

a trial of strength but a measurc -

of security for balanced progress.
Number is less important than the
principle behind the appearance
of the Swatantra Party.

In a striking address at the
Bangalore rally, the Founder-
Leader of the Grand Remons-
trance in the country condemned
the illicit ways of money-collection
followed by the myrmidons of the
party in power and Mr. K. M.
Munshi illustrated it by the terse
report of a Cabinet Minister visit-
ing Bombay and bagging in 24
hours a sum of money which the
Swatantra Party cannot concciv-
ably collect in six months. As
Rajaji said, it is not so much the
amounts collected as the methods

by which subscriptions arc amass-

ed that angers sedatc obsecrvers.
So moved was he by authentic

“reports of fund-raising that he de-

clared himsclf in favour of a
pledge on the part of the Swatan-
tra Party: “We shall never use
our official position or official ad-
ministrative  machinery placed in
our hands to the advantage of the
party or for its perpctuation”.

Experience has justified fore-
bodings. It may be remembered
that at the launching of the Swa-
tantra Party, Mr." Rajagopalachari
suggested that in the interests of a
clean fight during our nascent

.. period of political advancement,

there should be President’s rule
for six months. Such a precaution
would never have occasioned any
breakdown of governance in’the

-country; but then the wielders of
. power and patronage glowed with

text-book indignation and pointed
out how in Britain and in America
(models of democratic Govern-
ment), the party ‘in office remains
whilst the electioneering campaign
is conducted to mutual satisfac-
tion. The warning must now be

. warranted as just,’ by the diffe-

N

rence we witness. The Prime Mi--
nister, for cxample, goes . to
Kanpur where besides collecting'

grent advice telling  them of
wholehearted loyalty to the Con-

+ gress in the manipulation of purse-

strings. Could we imagine Prime
Minister  Macmillan  standing on
the soap-box in the Tondon Steck
Exchange for party-funds or Pre-
sident Eisenhower in office plead-
ing in Wall Street for dongtions :

Y

o

a

funds for the party he gave tfans-= ~

to sccure the success of his party

—supplemented by a rider that
Democratic appeals on behalf of
Mr. Kennedy should not be allow-
ed? Let us not make comparisons
when the background is invidious.
They do not believe in the per-
sonality-cult nor in the zeal for
any party donation in perpetuity.
Hitler conceived of his Reich as
lasting a thousand years but the
Weimar Constitution or any de-
mocratic variant could never last
in such a climate.

The arts of unuttered intimida-
tion and subtle extortion are beinﬁ
perfected to the ruin of national
character; so warned Rajaji, and’

the lever of State-control in bust- -

ness has been in operation, with
the  left-handed  benediction  of
Congress leaders who still,  with
their conscience of Gandhian days,
helieve in the use of fair means in
achicving  laudable  ends. The
masses are simply deccived that

‘while the Congress is in favour of

a Welfare State (their welfare) the
Swatantra Party, antiquated, anti-
communist and anti-Congress, op-
poses noble aims of welfare. It is
caricatured as an adherent of a
feudalistic’ past when most people
used to be exploited as serfs. This
kind of .cheap antithesis may de-
ceive the credulqus voter, but the
active functioning of the Swatan-
tra Party and likeminded allies
should enable the people to see
through the guile of such propa-
ganda; and what is more, to shed
tear at the approach of canvassers
who hint at dire consequences in
the event of voters exercising their
franchise in the spirit of fearless-
ness, safeguarded by the practice
of secret balloting.

. Awake, arise or be for ever®
fallen! o

»n-
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Eminént persons are writing in
favour of tﬁe Roman 'script  in
. preferepce to Devanagari: * This
controversy over the socalled
‘flexibility and other advantages of
the Roman script as compared
with Devanagari is really jrrele-
vant. We are not concerned in any
academit appraisement of the
relative superiority, of either De-
vanagari or Roman. What we
should consider is, whether any
common script should be directly
or indirectly imposed on the
- dozen languages of the Indian con-
. tinent in the belief that it will
bring about unity.

First of all, the naturc of script
should be understood. Script is not
a mere tool for quick accomplish-
ment of adult literacy. It is a Euilt-
in essential part of the literature
of every language. No language
with a precious inheritance of lite-

* rature can be reconciled to a new
script. This truth should be re-
cognized. The Roman script has
not been grafted even on Greek,
the great asset of all Europe along
with Latin. Even today when
every language in Europe and
‘America is written and read in the

)
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, people ‘of both.continents have not
attempted or proposed to change
Greek 'from its own “alphabet to
Roman and bring the two classic
languages under one alphabet.

There is no sense in talk-
ing about changing the script
of any language in India, those
speaking which' have a lite-
rature of great worth and
volume, on which depends their
moral and spiritual life—even as
the physical health of the body
depends on the blood pumped by
the heart and kept clean by the
lungs. The classics and the living
literature of any community are
connected by an organic bond.
We should not tamper with this
living nexus. We would be inter-
ferin% with the spiritual life of the
people if we force or tempt or
deceive people into a new script
for the living language and there-
by effectively isolate them and
their future generations from their
own classics.

As a Tamilian I feel that
these proposals seeking to alter,
violently or non-violently, the
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) ‘ . gari or Roman that is favoured. -

%o .. ..o . ... . People whose languages have rela--
Roman . alphabet, “the “enlightened *

seript _’o"f' the 7Tarhi1" iangﬁégé
- it" " ‘Devana-

tively- no  literatyre worth men- .
tioning or keeping may adopt any -
‘new script they choose. But it
would be utter folly in the case of

" a language with a great literaturg;

on which a vast body of people;
have to draw for their spiritual,”,
moral and cultural sustenance.  {

~Script in the case of Greek or -

Tamil or any other great .lan-
guage is -the skin -of its classic
literature, We cannot indulge in
experiments at flaying which may
mean death. Let us not in our stu-
pid and snobbish conceit seek to
graft new skins or new scripts.

If people quarrel with one ano-
ther more bitterly than ever before,
it is the result of new and wrong
policies of governance; and the
remedy does not lie in script-
changes or any other such
magic.

The purposes of life which the
rulers place before the people are
at the root of these evils. If people
are indoctrinated in the worship
of mammon and are led to aban-
don the lesson of the ages that
happiness lies in the elevation of
the soul and not in the
making of money, jea-
lousies and hatred fol-
low as death follows the
taking of poison. This
cannot be averted by a
chan%e in the script
which school-going child-
ren are made to use. On
the other hand, if these
children are isolated per-
manently from the lite-
rature of their fathers
and grand-fathers, the
result would be worse
than the previous condi-
tion.

When shall our new
rulers learn to be hum-
ble and wise and abstain
from such and other fol-
lies? Vanity and stupi-
dity are bad in anglbody
but they are deadly in
the rulers of men.
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

In condensation of the National
Integration Conference, we have
a 37-member Committee dubbed
the “National Integration Council”
with all the Chief Ministers and
a few nominees of the' Prime
Minister forming a new body with
undefined powers. They resemble
the war-time Consultative Commit-
tee of Lord Linlithgow mecting in
quartcrly sessions and giving the
impression of strategic guidance
to the campaign. National unity
cannot be forged by such empty
spectacularism, because nation-
building has its own cssentials to
ensure success. The psychosis of
the present national deterioration
has to be sought in the diseased
mentality of the ruling party in
the zest for power, irrespective of
the restraints of democracy.

o L) )

A confercnce of educationists
has passed resolutions to improve
discipline and standards of effi-
ciency. The Prime Minister antici-
pated all the answers to vital pro-
blems which have been left to the
Vice-Chancellors themselves. For
instance, Mr. Nehru has asserted
that the State should produce all
the text-books in the country.
Usually the curriculum 1is drawn
up from the list of classical books
already available, and when fresh
authors rise in the horizon, books
are added to the original syllabus.
There is going to be a racket in
text-books production if Govern-
ment is going to assume collective
authorship. .

The concept is unsound though
there will be abundant patronage
of hack-writers and private can-
vassing in  prescribing  study
courses. Here again, the evil of
‘State-monopoly comes to the sur-
face, without proper academic
criteria. How this method is going
to reduce communalism, or in-
crease national consciousness, it is
difficult for expert atademicians
to realize. - -

Mr. K. Hanumanthaiya, former
Chief Minister of Mysore, has
roundly condemned’ nationaliza-
tion of road-transport as a moe-

kery. There is of course the newly-
formed Road Transport C()rpnr;l'-
tion which has its importance dur-
ing election season, and onc of
the methods of raising funds is_to
handle the lever of putn‘mugc or
per contra to level the weapon
of intimidation. Bus-route-transac-
tions are a source of ready income
for political organizers in power,
and Rajaji in his Bangalore speech
made pointed reference to a com-
mouplace operation. "I do not
know,” says Mr. Hanumanthaiya,
“if we have truthfully nationalized
r()u(l—l‘mnsport, but we },l’ave'surelly‘
nationalized corruption. With t e
nation’s  soul corruptcd, there

f a
. at least a vestige O
o O position to infuse

democratic !
authorities Wit some sense of
fear. . . .

At the mecting of State G()v-
ernors in New Delhi they decided,
at the Prime Minister’s instance,
that there should be healthy con-
ventions to fortify their prestige as
provincial satraps so that an
amendment of the Constitution
could be obviated. The most im-
pressive part of the re-union was
towards the end when President
Rajendra Prasad delivered what
scemed like a farewell-speech
indicating his exit from Rashtra-
pathi Bhavan, but private advices
from New Delhi suggest that an
early vacancy in the Presidentship
should not be taken for granted.
Not long ago Prime Minister
Nehru announced that there
should be no amendment limiting
the tenure of office to two terms
but that the practice should be
maintained by convention as 2
matter of voluntary restraint. Al-
though the language of Rajen
Babu’s speech is highly emotional,
there is nothing positive on the
third-term issue. Soon after the
speech, Mr. Prem Bhatia, a noted
columnist who invariably has what
journalists call “inside dope”

wrote as follows: —

Careful readers of the farewell
statement by the President, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, during the Gover-
nors’ conference believe that toa much
has probably been read into the Pre-
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sident’s remarks. It would be wrong,
for instance, to think that he has
already  announced  his  retjrement,
What Dr. Rajendra Prasad did essen-
tially was to bid good-bye &o the
retiring Governors.  This dﬂ(‘-“i. not
necessarily  mean that Dr. dlijendit
Prasad will offer himself fer another

wrm.
;::;m cortain whether his health would

permit him to continue as President
after next May.
. ° o

Marcus  Aurclins, the  saintly
Empcror, wrote that to be a phi-
losopher one need not go to a
hermitage, and that, seated on the
throne, he could practise his stoic
principl(‘s setting a high example
to his subjects. Many of his close
associates who share views about
some of the means of national in-
tegration  are said to hold that

Rajen Babu  should persevere in

office while the reins of Vice-
Presidentship could remain in the
hands of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.
Such an eventuality would inci-
dentally disrosc of the whisper
that a fullfledged snceession might
evoke controversy in certain (111;11'-
ters. Anvway Prem Bhatia tells us
that Dr.'Rajcndm Prasad’s sad fare-
well was meant for the hearing
of Governors on the eve of their
retirement  and not as  notice of
personal  withdrawal by himselfy,.
from the stage he has adome(‘! 50
well in the ilst 14 years. Hindi
articipants no doubt feel that the
Eey to culture and concord in the
country lies in the dissemination
of Hindi coutinuously “enriched”,
and they regard Rajen Babu, as
the spearhead of the mqvement,
worth support albeit as a symbol
of their faith. It is noteworthy that
during the Hyderabad session of
Education Ministers in the South-
ern Zone, Seth Govind Das openly.
insisted in Delhi that compulsion
in schools was indispensable al-
though actually the meeting
ended with the conviction and the
decision that English should be
introduced from the third stand-
ard in schools. PJ.

At the nfoment he 19 stiftwlasue
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'T'he'Time magazine spoke of

a farmer’s gibe in East Germany:

“Da you know the difference bet-
ween an atom bomb and a col-
lective farm?” — “None. Both
completely lay waste to the carth.”
The joke is equally applicable to
public | enterprises in  gencral.
There is  something  Gorgonish
about the State: it has but to look
at a thing, a thriving, full-blood-
ed, cflicient, contentedly worked,
money-yielding private enterprise
—its  fruitfulness  shrivels, its
germinal quality petrifies, whilst
its vegetative limbs  proliferate
cancerously.  The government-run
motor transport scrvices and the
electric corporations are examples.
Courtesy cpitomized by the slogan
in private enterprise, that the cus-
tomer is always right, is the first
casualty. Since legislation ensures
that there is no competition to a
State enterprise, often the only
method of approach to the man
behind the counter or the officer
in the sanctum for the article or
service is on all fours. That the
bureaucrat in his turn has fre-
uently a hard time adjusting his
Elciul muscles between hauteur
and propitiation before the strike
leader or the boss of the workers’
union, and has to jog his brain for
a face-saving formula to explain
away his humiliating retreats, is
no real counterpoise, since the
public is the ass that has to bear
all the resulting burdens in the
end—in pyramiding prices.

The Reader's Digest has this
.stary: When a foreign visitor to
Poland asked a waiter less reticent
than others as to why servicé was
so poor, he remarked: “This is a

socialist country. The restaurant -

belongs to the State, a distant
anonymous employer whose main
objective s to provide jobs for
Javerybody. The salary is low and
likely to remain so, and tips are
forbidden. Why work? Why be
efficient? For whom? No one will
fire you anyway.” This analogy
‘will not entirely square with the
Indian version of socialism for
“politeness, and even polite services

are still obtainable in public ins-
titutions, at nearly all levels, pro-
vided a sufficiency of lubrication
is forthcoming and the ‘know-how’
about oiling the wheels. One
ambitious young man who, to the
writer's knowledge, started life at
a grade very much below that of
a sanitary inspector reached to
high ecconomic competence trad-
ing on two assets: a natural gift
for smiling even when snubbed
and a handiness with Nilgiri vege-
tables and garlands from the
plains and palm-grease to an ex-
tent nicely overbalancing rival
claimants” at every stage of the
passage of his petitions and files
from table to table in the hierarchy
that deals with assignments of
government lands and subsidies.

The placid arm-chair humanism
of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth  centuries placed high
hopes on public ownership of the
means of production for liberation
of the worker on the plea that “No
single class should appropriate to
itself a disproportionate share of
the fruits of common labour.” Dia-
lectically very true; but pheno-
menally this theory breaks down
pitifully before rebellious facts. In
political and social application of
this tenet, the petty tyrannies of
the landlord and the money-
lender, subject to softening by
personal contact, when dissolved,
give place only to the more ruth-
less tyrannies of the official and
the impersonal bureaucracy.

There is a quality in nature
which determines the pace of
progression not amenable to

“human pressure except to a limit-

ed extent. The statesman who
appreciates in politics the ‘art of
the possible’ and limits himself to
it, advances the well-being of a
nation more quickly than he who
tries to pump in prosperity
through galactic changes, just be-
cause he is impatient to see
things done within his time. One
cant make up for ten days of
starvation by the arithmetic of one
day of ten meals, nor can a house
needing three months of labour be

OUR NEW RULERS

‘¢ VIGHNESWARA *’
(N. RAGHUNATHAN)
Second series of the Soito
Voce papers > from Swatantra.
The first series published as a
book with the title Sotto Voce
received universal praise for its
fearlessness, its brilliance of
style and prophetic political
insight. Our New Rulers is of
equally absorbing interest, It
has a new Preface on Con-
gress and Civil Liberties.
Pages 412

Ordinary Edition Rs. 5/-
Library Edition  Rs. 6/-

Postage Extra
Copies available at Higgin-
bothams, Head and Branch offi-
ces and book-stalls, as well as
from the Publishers:
B. G. PAUL & CO.
4, Francis Joseph Street, Madras-1

built in one day by engaging
ninety times as many men. Pro-
gress of the Nehru brand gives an
illusion of running and overflow-
ing, whilst it merely stirs a smelly
old brew into a new kind and
degree of nauseousness. A transfer
of power from one set of people to
another set, whether it be to paper
pushing officials or to leather-
lunged union demagogues, does
not alter the power of ‘power to
corrupt’,

When a person however sincere-
ly intentioned or gifted, takes upon
himself the alteration and the
ordering of life of a whole nation
and its habits of thought within
his brief span, he assumes, may be
unconsciously, an  omniscience
which is patently beyond human
reach and in practice is not en-
dowed by men with the ordinary
modicum of faith, even on the
Deity. That the undoubted power
possessed by Jawaharlalji of hold-
ing the love of the heterogenous
elements of India and presenting
a face of unity before the world is
far more a quotient of his expres-
sive humanness and heart than his
doctrinaire idealism is patent to
everyone but himself. Maybe, he
will yet learn of the inwardness of
Burke’s aphorism: “We can never
walk surely but by being sensible
of our blindness,”
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'3 reasons why .

~ Vanaspati
Should Not Be Coloured

consumers—on the assumption tha
teration of ghee. But it is a mistake

1. The colour chosen should be ir-
‘removable; otherwise it will serve no useful
{purpose. The truly fast colours, however, are
‘known to be toxic or cancer-producing. Intro-

duced in vanaspati, they will be consumed by

'millions of our people with their every meal!
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g 2. Ghee made in various parts of India
comes in different colours. Some of these
shades are strong enough to hide even deeply

b 4 coloured vanaspati...thus defeating the very

b 4 purpose for which colouration of vanaspati

b4 is being suggested.

3 ,3. Vanaspati is NOT the only
‘substance misused in ghee, but it is by
far the safest...a pure food in itself. The other
adulterants, like charbi, are impure and, there-
fore, objectionable. And they will be increas-
ingly used if vanaspati becomes unavailable

p-4 to the unscrupulous adulterator.

$ . Vanaspali is a safe, wholesome, nourishing

p 4 food. And adding a colour to vanaspati is the

3 same as adulterating one pure food —to save

i . another from adulteration!

VANASPATI DOES CONTAIN
A SAFE LATENT COLOUR
“The sesame oil in vanaspati is a safe latent
colour which shows up unfailingly in a simple

AWTVYMA2 691

The colouration of vanaspati is being demanded in the name of ghee i

For more information, please write (o:—

The Vanaspati Manufacturers’ Association of India
India House, Fort Street, Bombay.

t it will effectively check the adul-
n belief...an impractical suggestion!

chemical test. There is no need for any further
colour! .

- Countries using
vanaspati-like fats

VANASPATI-LIKE FATS
ARE USED THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD

Albania Algeria Argentina Australasia Austria
Belgium Brazil British East Africa Bulgaria
Burma Canada Central African Federation
Czechoslovakia Denmark Ethiopia Finland
France E.&W. Germany Greecce Hungary
India Iran Iraq Ireland Isracl Italy Japan
Libya Malaya Mexico Morocco, Netherlands
Nigeria Norway Pakistan Poland Portugal,
Rumania Saudi Arabia Sweden Switzerland
Turkey Union of South Africa U.S.S.R.
U.A.R. U.K. U.S.A. Yemen Yugoslavia.
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- POWER OF APP'OINTING‘ JUDGES
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> Recent events have tended to under-
mine public confidence in the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. There are two
vacancies in the Mysore ligh Court
which have not been filed for nearly
two years] The Government of Maha-
rashtra has openly avowed that it would
ensure regional representation on  the
Higlt Court. The Law Commission has
observed: "It used to be the practice

o, 3 .
in the past to sclect persons appoiuted

to fill vacancies well ahead of the ex-
pected vacancy, so that the successor
took his seat inmediately on the retire-
ment of his predecessor. Of late, how-
ever, vacancics have remained unfilled
for months.” It gave a list of delays bet-
ween 1950 and 1955 in some lHigh
Courts, and they ranged upto cighteen
months. In the Uttara Pradesh delays
deprived its High Court of the services
of twelve judges for twelve months!

The inordinate delays in appointing
judges scem to be due to the intrusion
of Chief Ministers, bent on exercising
patronage based on personal, commu-
nal, regional and other non-judicial con-
siderations in the interest of their politi-
cul parties with an cye on the forthcom-
ing general elections. The judiciary is
the sole protection to the citizen against
invasion of his rights and, thercfore, it
is axiomatic that it should be beyond
the reach of political influence. It is for
this rcason that the Constitution of
India excluded ministers in the States or
at the Centre from having any say in
making judicial appointments, and in-
cluded only the Chief Justice of India
and the Chief Justices of the States
who are non-political at all times, and
the President and the Governors who are
non-political ddring their office. Accord-
ing to the Constitution, the President
of India is the sole authority to make
the appointments of the judges and
Chief Justices of the High Courts. e
has ‘to congult the Chicf Justice of
India and the Governor of the Statc in
appointing the Chief Justice of the
High, Court,. and the Chicf Justice of
the High Court also in appointing
puisne judges of the High Court.

If the President and the Governors

. are obliged to act on the advice, amount-
ing to command, of their ministers, the
decisive power in making judicial
appointments will vest in the politicians,
while the Chief Justices of India and
of the State High Courts would be rc-
duced to mere advisers. The Constitu-
tion is silent as to who should take the

* initiative in the appointment of judges
of High Courts.

By P. KODANDA RAO

The press communique issued by
the Government of India on May 10,
1961, stated that the initiative for such
appointments  came mostly from the

" Chief' Justices concerned. It is obvi-

ous that in somc cascs it camc from
what the communique cuphemistically
called the “State authoritics”, meaning
therchby the ministers.  The .Law Com-
wission has revealed that the  Chief
Justice made his recommendation, nat
to the Governor, but to the Chief
Minister. It has stated further that if the
Chief Minister did not approve of the
recommendation of the Chief Justice, he
forwarded his own rival proposal to the
Home Minister, with or without the
knowledge of the Chief Justice.  And
the Home Minister sometimes preferred
the nominee of the Chief Minister to
the nomince of the Chief Justice! The
undermining  of the prestige of the
judiciary at the hands of politicians
could hardly go further.

The press communique referred to
above asserted that, except in onc case,
all the judges numbering 258, (between
1950 and 1960) were appointed with
the concurrence of the Chief Justice of
India, implying that no politics vitiated
their appointment. The Law Commis-
sion has given the lie to the claim and
explained that when the Chief Justices
of India and of the Iligh Courts rea-
lized that their advice was liable to be
over-ruled, they thought it more digni-
fied and prudent to concur rather than
dissent.

The Commission has condemned the
present practice and warned that if it
should  continue, independence of the
judiciary would disappear, as the High
Courts would be filled with judges who
owed their appointments to politicians.

Articles published in SwaRAJYA,
unless specifically marked copy- .
right, may be reproduced  in
journals, in whole or in par,
with or without acknowledgment.

The Commission has recommended,
as a compromise, that the Chief Justice
shouid take the initiative and forward
his recommendation both to the Chief
Minister of the State and the Chief
Justice of India. The Chief Minister
might comment on the recommendation
but should not make a rival one. At
the Centre, the Chief Justice should not
merely be consulted by the Home Minis-
ter but his concurrence obtained. To
give effect to their proposal, the Com-
mission fumished a draft amendment to
the Constitution. But the party-politi-
cians would have none of it.

The press communique was silent as
to who took the initiative in the appoint-
ment of the Chief Justice of a High
Court. According to the Constitution,
the President, in consultation with the
Chief Justice and the Governor of the
State, is to make the appointment. In
practice, the Chief Minister takes the
initiative and forwards it to the Home
Minister, who, after consulting the
Chief Justice of India, advises the
President.

It seems desirable that, instead of
the Chief Minister, the retiring Chief
Justice of the High Court should re-
commend his successor and forward it
to the Chicf Justice of India, who, in
consultation with the Chief Justices of
other  High Courts, should make the
final recommendation, which, with the
comments of the Home Minister, if any,
should be forwarded to the President,
who should automatically accept it. This
system may not be perfect, but it is any
day better that judges be appointed hy
judges than by party-politicians.

Kempe Gowda Road,
BANGALORE - 9

RAM MOHAN

WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE

With more than three hundred correspondents in India and foreign
countries, Ram Mohan offers a world-wide Travel Service that includes
air, steamship, rail and bus tickets, hotel and resort reservations,
escorted and independent tours, sightsecing by motor-coach or private
automobile, uniformed representatives to aid patrons while travelling
abroad, assistance with passports and visas, accident and baggage
insurance and, of course, the famous blue American Express Travellers
Cheques.

RAM MOHAN & CO. PRIVATE LIMITED |

362,N.5.C. Bose Road,
MADRAS- 1




SWARAJYA

THE CRISIS OF SOCIAL SECURITY
By M. A. VENKATA RAO

The nett result of socialist eriticism
of the old order is the need for recog-
nizing social security and social welfare
as among the foremost aims of social
policy, )

War-time idealism and necessity
gave a tremendous fillip to this trend in
response to the common man’s sacrifices
in the war effort. Today we find the
principle recognized in all progressive
countries of the West—whether socia-
list, capitalist or communist. The per-
centage of national income spent on
social  security measures to provide
against sickness, disability, unemploy-
ment and old age (in some cases annual
holidays with pay) as well as day-to-day
health service on a comprehensive scale
is increasing with every passing year.

From around 7 per cent in Australia
and Canada through 11 per cent in the
United Kingdom, Switzerland and Italy,
it has risen to 20 per cent in West
Germany. Austria and France take the
second place at around 16 per cent.
(Dr. F. A. Hayek in The Constitution of
Liberty, page 512). An ILO document
reveals that among underdeveloped
countries, India occupies the last place
with a per capita expense of Rs. 2 As. 14
as compared with Rs. 23 in Ceylon. The
Indian percentage of national income is
said to be only onel And it appears
that India has spent less in 1957 than
in 1955!

Advanced countries who thus have
put the Beveridge Plan of social secu-
rity and welfare have begun to think
of the new problems that they have
raised in place of the old which may
be, it is realized, as damaging to na-
tional viability and the prospects of
permanence of the policies involved ay
the older evils of leaving the disinherit-
ed (and the unfortunate in the struggle

* of life) to the devil. The cost of social
security is tending to become greater
than the economy can bear. For one
thing, these welfare policies entail a
great proliferation of bureaucracy, each
department of service developing a
growing army of paid personnel, most.

"1y full-time with a fringe of partially
paid social service workers. The result
is that larger and larger slices of the
outlay gets absorbed in the cost of the
service.

The process gives rise to the com-
plaint as in Belgium that this cost rises
" to abnormal and unconscionable heights
—from 12 to 41 per cent of wages!
. No wonder the workers put an end to
this service and preferred to arrange

their own welfare by themselves. Even
with regard to the famous Health Ser-
vice in socialist Britain, sccond thoughts
arc emerging. Some items of treatment

have now to be paid for in cash by

the recipient, The total cost of the
health  scheme is still uncomfortably
high at around £ 450 millions, The de-
tails of the scrvice are raising acute
moral problems. When facilities begin to
run short of the needs of the total popu-
lation, whose claims are all equal, who
is to decide if a choice is to be made
between a 90 year old person and a
younger citizen in his working prime?

Along with the proliferation of
burcaucracy alrcady mentioned, arises
another featurc, namely, the emergence
of an army of experts in different lines,
each with a mystique and specialized
knowledge of his own. Judgment on
them becomes out of bounds to the
ordinary administrator and politician.
The result is that funds get allotted
without effective scrutiny and large
funds thus get caught up in sidelines
and result in squandermania. When
social security is offered through State-
provided monopolist insurance, the
service becomes costlier than necessary.
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In addition, the Statc tends to succum) -

to the temptation to ofler better terms
to favoured classcs and ranges of in-
come, with an cyc on demagogic support
at the clections!

With regard to old age pensions, the
outlay becomes cver more burdensome
as the average length of life increases
year by year. It is even said that a time
is approaching in some weclfare coun-
trics that those of military age—from
95 to 46—have come to resent “this
unproductive expenditure on the old by
the State. They may revolt!

LY

Of course the overall effect of these..

S()(‘lull S(‘(“rlty maeasures lS ln(,l'CJSln'
inflation with the consequent diminution
in the real return in terms of goods
as the purchasing power of the cur-
reney gets lower.

Thus in the cffort to avoid the five
evils of want, discase, ignorance, squa-
lor and idleness, the new measures of
social security and social welfare (on
account of the role of the State as uni-
versal provider), five new evils of equal
if not greater menace emerge in the
social scenc—inflation, paralysing taxa-
tion, coercive labour unions, an ever-
increasing  dominance of Governmeut
in cducation and the cconomy, and a
vast bureaucracy with arbitrary powers
treating the individual as an incompe-
tent and helpless ward!

NEED TO CHANGE OUR RULERS
By A. V. SUBRAMANIA AIYAR

India’s present malaise Is to be attri-
buted to the sub-nationalism of its peo-
ple, on one hand, and the democratic
despotism  of its rulers, which s its
sequel, on the other.

The sentiment of nationalism of a
people should, like human bodily tem-
perature, be normal to be healthy,
The tragedy of the post-war world
consists in the virtual disappearance of
this normal condition in almost all
nation-States. The people of the under-
developed countries of Asia, Africa and
S. America are in a state of sub-national-
ism and consequent backwardness and
instability, while those of the advanced
countries of North America and Europe
are in the throes of delirious super-
nationalism. The few small countries of
Europe, where nationalism may be said
to be normal, do not pull much weight
in world affairs. The constitutional set-
up, democratic or totalitarian, or the
pattern of industrial production, capita-
listic or communistic, in various coun-
tries has not made much difference in
the mass psychology of the people of

onc country in their relation to those
of another country,

In India the passion for freedom
from forcign rule, which was evinced
hy certain patriots and scctions of the
people from the heginging of this cen-
tury, was not really universal, but it
was evoked in a measure by great lea-
ders by awakening the consciousness of
certain sections of the population in
various provinces. All along there were
other sections of the people including
the bulk of the largest minority com-
munity and the largest minority of the
majority community and some political
parties, which were all against full
Swaraj, on the ground that the coun-
try was not ripe for self-rule and there-
fore the interests of minoritles would
suffer. But the time spirit and the ‘acci.
dents’ of history worked in  India’s
favour.

And when freedom came to India as
a result of the impact of intemational
forces and the Second World War,
neither Gandhiji nor some of the pru-,
dent sections of the community rejoiced,

& .
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because the unity of this ancient land
became it first casualty. Yet another
cguse for pessimism was that the spint
of nanonabsm and patriotism was not
sqﬂiaendy widespread or intensive
enough among the people not to be-

come a prey to fissiparous tendencies, .

based on religion, caste, region and
language,

Whep the Congress came into power
it became more interested in exercising
it and> well entrenching itself perma-
nently than in educating the people in
patriotisn  and nationalism, and deve-
loping a -consciousness that they were
citizens of India first before everything
else. In the game of power politics
democracy itself became the next vie-
tim. The onc-party rule of the Congress
became in effeet and reality a despotism,
though the external facade was preserv-
ed through clections and external forms
of representative government. The needs
of party rule gradually put an end to
honest, just, impartial and eflicient
administration, which are indispensable
to civilized life. When the entire admi-
nistration is geared up and conducted
in the interests of the party in power,

~how can impartial and just government

be expected?

The fourth casualty was the liberty
of the citizen, His right to pursue any
trade or occupation guaranteed under
the Constitution has been jeopardised
by numerous control measures owing to
the exigencies of planning and socalled
social justice. The total control of the
cconomic life of the community in an
under-developed economy is the worst
despotism that can be conceived of in
the modern age. Gandhiji intuitively saw
what was coming in the wake of Con-
gress rule. Louis Fischer, in his life of
Gandhiji, points out that Gandhiji said
after freedom: “We must recognize the
fact that the social order of our dreams
cannot come from® the Congress Party
of today ...... There is so much
corruption today that it frightens me.
Everybody wants to carry so marmy
votes m his pocket because votes give
power.” This was about 14 years ago
and one can .imagine what Gandhiji
would now say if he were alive, and
can very well believe that Rajaji is but
voicing ‘Wwhat Gandhiji would have felt
in his inmost,

The cry of emotional integration now
haiped uporeby our rulers is itself evi-

. dence of the failure of their policies and

administration. National unity can be
achieved by steady and honest work,
not by threats and penal laws, The pre-
sent rulers with their record of 14 years’
work have not achieved it. Therefore,
in the interests of the country, the peo-
ple should do everything to bring
about a change in the next elections,
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WELFARE AND SOCIALISM
By K. S. RAMAMURTHY

- A laissez-faire government concerns
itself only with maintaining law and
order. A modern socialist government

*concerns itself with every aspect of the

individual’s life affecting human per-
sonality. The one results in feudal and
industrial oligarchy; the other in des-
potism. The position of the individual
human being is intolerable under both,
as they both err on the extremes. Over-
government is just as bad as under-
government, That Government is Dbest
which needs to govern least,

The function of government is to
ensure an environment of freedom i
which individuals have ample oppor-
tunities to rise to their full height. No
onc can really help anyone against his
will and happiness is a condition of the
mind and spirit, which cach individual
has to shape for himself. Government
can only provide opportunities for self-
development, Doting parents do not
help to bring the best out of their child-
ren; they only do them wrong. Just so,
patronising  socialism can do no
good to anyone. On the other hand, it
will do immense harm,

In its concern for socicty, socialism
aims at building a happy socicty by
effacing the individual. Socialists are so
narrowly conditioned in their thought
that they can ncver see that social hap-
piness centres on the individual men
and women, with different traits and
outlooks. It is only when you make
the individuals happy and socially res-
ponsible can you make society happy,
That is what the Swatantra movement
aims at. It places its trust on the essen-
tial goodness of every man and woman.
It emphasizes that cach individual can
and must he allowed to find satisfac-
tion for onesclf and by oneself. Only
then can you build a strong, healthy
nation of sturdy independent people.

The easiest way of killing a nation’s
character is to make its people less and
less dependent upon themselves. Self-
reliance is the essential trait that goes
to build character, but socialism is the
worst enemy of self-reliance. The indi-
vidual looks to the State to do every-
thing for him. In the extreme case of
the communist countries, he hecomes
absolutely helpless and so an easy vic-
tim of the State. The State then plays
with him and his family as it likes.

Winning bread alone is not the prime
aim of life, Even in winning bread
there is a good deal of difference in vhe
attitudes of the man who earns his
bread by his own toil .and the one to
whom his bread is doled out. Where

there is lack of freedom of the’ spirit
which makes life so purposeful, what-
ever clse there may be, life is not worth
living.

Welfare State is one thing and the
socialist State is quite another—they are
not to be confused. A Welfare State
cnsures that a few do not thrive at the
cost of the many. It tries to secure for
cach one honest returns for his services,
It aims at preventing economic power
getting concentrated in a few hands.
The socialist State also pretends to do
all these for the individual but woe-
fully fails to do so. In place of the
feudal lord and the merchant king it
sccks to enthrone the State. The indi-
vidual, instead of serving a master
whose powers however considerable,
are but limited, will have to serve the
all-powerful State. The State regulates
life at every level causing misery to
the individual,

Except as a powerful protest against
cighteenth century feudalism, socialism
has had no vital force. The mere trans-
fer of ownership from powerful indi-
viduals to an all-powerful State cannot
solve the poverty of the masses. The
Statc is impersonal and  government
is but by a group of individuals. There
is no reason to suppose that this group
is more concerned in  the people’s
welfare than the people concerned
themselves. Hence the necessity to limit
the power of government, make it
answerable for its actions, and ensure
that instead of being the ser-
vant of the people it does nnt
become  their  master. People can
find happiness only under a govern-
ment which secures freedom of appor-
tunitics  for all, without itsclf taking
over all phases of enterprise and ini-
tiative from the pecople and becoming
an instrument of tyranny over the indi-
vidual. :
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~ The Russians have made and

thrown into the atmosphere an
immense quantity of deadly polr
son. And they have done this in
spite of the al;nost deaxglest anc:
urgent appeals made by grea

Po%vers ar?(f great nations. The
pudlear discovery and the techni-
cal developments from it have
> expluded all law and international
rights and put the whole world
under jungle-law, might is right
and nothing else. What is now left
of dreams of ‘co-existence’ and
mutual toleration? ‘Wait and see,
this poisoning is really a step to-
wards peace, says Hiranyaaksha.
This is cruel irony. None but the
completely indoctrinated can ac-
cept this nonsense of peace
through poison. No obstinacy, no
arrogance, no indifference to the
welfare of others that any tyrant
was guilty of in the history of man-
kind up till now, can e ual the
monstrosity of this wicked act on
the part of Russia. It is not an
opinion or policy that can be
withdrawn; it is a completed act
of poisoning mankind which can-
not be corrected or regretfully
apologised for. Is there nothing
then %eft for mankind but to suffer
the result of allowing power to

ow to this magnitude and
‘quality?

No longer can we passively en-
courage this defiance of the rights
of humanitys It would be suicidal
and amount to participation in

- crime if we do not make up our

minds at once to put out of the
»pale of human society those res-
ponsible for this arrogant viola-
tion. of the rights of the peoples
of this planet. ~
* *

May God save the leaders of
men who disa}f)prove of this Rus-
sian explosion from sustaining this
criminal development of the age
by themselves resorting to new
tests, be they underground or over-
ground, or at any altitude. They
should outcaste nuclear weapons
and nuclear test-explosions alto-

ether. We have seen where it all
ﬁads&o, The weapon of ostracism

" SWARATYA

demands completely clean hands.
If the West yields to temptations
and does not totally wash its hands
of this sinful instrument of nuclear

" weapons, it would be playing into

the hands of Mr. Khrushchov. It
is indeed what he is hoping for.

My voice is that of a mere citi-
zen. And what I say now is noth-
ing new. But I hope it will prevail
through the grace of God. We
cannot fight evil with a modicum
of evil. We can fight evil and con-
quer it only if we abjure it
altogether.

*

The steps taken by the US.
Government to reconsider the pro-
jects of aid to Yugoslavia and
Ghana when their attitudes to-
wards America and Russia were
diclosed at the Belgrade Confe-
rence, have made it clear to aid-
seeking countries that despite
every effort to avoid the appear-
ance of purchasing agreement for
American policies the fact remains
that nature works that way. The
American Administration appears
to have succeeded in overcoming
public opposition to aid to Yugos-
lavia, on the ground that it was
worthwhile strengthening Mar-
shal Tito to resist Soviet pressures.
But in the case of Ghana, a com-
mission under the direction of
Clarence Randall has been ap-
pointed to go to Ghana “to take a
final hard look”™ at U.S. aid for
the Volta river project of Presi-
dent Nkrumah. In this atomic age,
aid to declared enemies and
doubtful parties is not likely to be
favoured by nations or allowed to
be played with by demacratic gov-
ernments. Paradises designed on
such aid and on the hopes of obs-
curing attitudes and confusing in-
telligent men are, it need hardly
be pointed out, of the nature of
Alnaschar’s mansions in the
air.

X

The following extract from the
latest issue of that very well con-
ducted journal, Seminar, deserves
to be reflected upon:

11,

Taking the daily press in India as .

a  whole, the average circulation

revenue is in the region of 55 per -

cent, and the revenue from adver-
tising is in the region of 45 per cent.
For many other categories, the pro-
portion is still higher. If it were not
for advertising, newspapers would cost
at least double of what they do today.

Even assuming that the commu-
nity is prepared to pay this higher
price for the sake of keeping adver-
tisements away from newspapers,
there is the great danger that sooner
or later, instead of relying on a num-
ber of sources for their revenue,
newspapers might find themselves
receiving subsidies from government
or other similar sources. The world
today provides many examples of the
dangers  which may befall a nation
when the press is directly controlled
by the executive power and used as
a medium for government propa-
ganda. . ..,

If it is . . . granted that for a heal-
thy, virile press to exist, advertising
revenue derived from independent
commercial sources is necessary, one
can at once see the danger in whittl-
ing down the scope of advertising in
the country. The function of the press
is to educate, to inform and to criti-
cise, and the existence of such a press
is the main safeguard for a moedemn
democracy. Without the right to
comment, without the right of free
expression, no demoecracy can exist
and the encouragement of commercial
advertising is therefore an essential
pre-requisite to the existence of a
democratic government.

*

The latest increase in the offi-
cial selling price of cement as
distinguished from the real pur-
chase price paid by consumers is
a symptom of the fatal disease
injected into our national life by
our present rulers. The Plan is the
thing according to them, and they
are prepared to do anything to
please that carnivorous god of
theirs. In addition, let us remem-
ber that citizens not in the direct
favour of the ruling party have to
pay a ‘free market’ real price for
all the cement they want, which is
double the official price—the gains

on which go to the favoured. This )
also is a kind of tax which the .:

consumer has to pay on account '
of the permit-licence-raj, if he does.
not want his building work to get ;v

3
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halted and ruined by delay.

Cement is nearly as essential in
the building and maintenance of
houses as water is in building up
and maintenance of the human
body. Long yarns spun from plat-
forms on providing houses for our
people will not benefit anyone, if
the rulers at the same time go on
raising the prices of bricks  and
cement. There is no justificntion
whatsoever for the levy of a heavy
excise duty over and above salcs
taxes paid to the States on so c¢s-
sential a material as cement. As a
leading daily paper has  warned
us, the escalatory clause laid down
gives us fair notice that cement
prices will go on rising still fur-
ther, and that what is true of this
particular commodity will be true
of other commoditics as well,

We are indeed paying heavily
for this Plan-worship. This idola-
try is costing the nation in gric-
vous measure. This scheme of im-
froving national life by borrowing
rom every nation in the world,
and taxing the people more and
yet more, is nothing short of mad-
ness. The most convincing of all
demonstrations as far as the Plan-
worshippers go, is that the Plan it-
self will cost Rs. 35 crores more
than the present estimates as a
direct résult of this one factor of
a rise in cement price. It should
be enough to wean oar rulers from
these follies. But we have handed
over our country to the tender
mercies of a sect which believes
in human sacrifice.
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NATIONAL INTEGRATION AND LANGUAGE

It is said that President George
Washington wrote to the Jewish con-
gregation of Newport,  “The Govern-
ment of the  United States gives to
bigotry no sanction, to persecution 1o
assistunce.” This is a modest and nega-
tive statement of the essence of the se-
cular State.  Can the Government of
Judias or any of our State governments
honestly think or say a similar thing?
They  may on the proper  occasions,
which are few and far between, pro-
fess public assent to such a doctrine,
but are neither in their hearts nor in
their deeds averse to bigotry or perse-
cution, It is not diflicult to see why this
is s0; it is  because  the  intellectual,
moral —and  psychological — conteats
favourable to liberal individualisim as a
social and political philosophy and the
firm moral and religious commitment ot
cach man to the values of such a phily-
sophy arc not native to India and do
not belong to the hard core of Indian
tradition and experience. These excellent
and alien values came to us along with
the desire for sclf-government  through
the English language. The concept of an
Indian nation is the offspring of an edu-
cation in a non-Indian  tongue and it
free-India s also to continue as one
nation it is necessary for the  English
speaking Indian to maintain leadership
in cducation, politics and industry.

Our  Constitution  has  put  poli-
tical power in the hands of an clecto-
rate most of which is illiterate and
nearly all of which knows no English.
Communication  between the  English
speaking Indian and his fellow citizens
has become diflicult and the chasm is
widening because the English journals
and newspapers in India steadily ignore
the material published in the vernacular
press which has come more and more
to express  and influence the  thought
and behaviour of the citizen masses ol
our States. Parties, groups and persona-
lities actively directing our social and
political life do not appear in our Eng-
lish  periodicals. It js sometimes pre-
tended that these operate only at the
State levels and do not matter on a
national level. No illusion can be more
false or mischievous because our na-
tional government is really a product ot
horse-trading among State leaders who
furnish the votes and determine the
composition of Parliament and Cabinet.
It is an error to imagine that forces
located at Delhi are ipso facto forces ot
integration and those located in the
States have an interest .in disintegration
because they do or should crave auto-
nomy. The Hindi mind which imagineg

can Indian nation integrated by it and

kept integrated by being made  to.
speak Hindi s wo less parochial or aiiti-
smational than the  Tamil or Benealee
mind that plans @ nation for its linguae
wad the Teadership of that wation for
india,

Al Indian - kingaages  are socially
and politically alike beeanse they? ali
embody  collectivist, illiheral and apti-
individual values, seck the gloy or at
least the perpetuation of the group, and
have  no care for persons or - persanal
vialues. This ancient twchment 19 gli- A
salutism and subimission under 0 simple
total rule ot cthnie sievival was justificd
by the ultimate Tope ol personal eseape
which is moksha. Now the same tvvony
and slavery have come to he justitied
by the parsuit of ryaising material ex-
peetitions. Substituting Mavx for Mann
is not enough to make a modem inte-
grated nation of India because  there
shonld first be individuation of Dhdians
before there can be veal co-operation
orv collectivization in the pursait of felt
and realized secular pgoals,  Stages of
social development can never be skipped
and at our present stage horther and
better  educiation in and through  the
English  Jaguage is essential to esta-
blish the basic value system of a mo-
dern nation. It is not enonghy to license
cengineers  and  technicians and some
scientists to learn English in order to
Lbe able to pick up current information
or grudgingly permit the retention ot
English in some scheduled cormnerse Tf
an open, deliberate and conseions rever-
sal of our linguistic policy is not soon
forthcoming at the national and State
lovels we shall gallop backward to the
chaos which we have foreotten over o
century of peace and vod order. BB,
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PORTENTS ABROAD AND PROBLEMS
S AT HOME |

2 By JUNIUS

v Jd

NEW DELHI: Out of the fati-
listic mood that had set in the
world over, after the Russian
naclear tests, there have emerged
different  interpretations  of  Mr.
Khrushchov’s dure-devilry.  Some
say that he was seeking to strike
terror in the hearls of - Western
Statesmen:  others think that he
was  trying to impress his  own
adversaries at home as well as the
Chinese. Whatever be the motive
behind the exhibition of his might,
he was a trifle too crude,  crazy
and callous in showing off,  The
de-Stalinisation that he has popu-
larized in Russia has now touched
new heights. Under the shadows
of the Kremlin there is no silence
even in the grave, much less any
sanctity about it. It is somewhat
of a p?)rtvnt that Mr. Khrushchov
has shocked even the comrades in
Kerala and. split the  communist
camp. It will be however a fatal
mistike to assume that power is
slipping out of Khrushchov’s fin-
gers in Russia or that Russia and
China will fall out to the advan-
tage of the West.

Today interest has  suddently
shifted ~ from one ‘K’ to  another.
On how Mr. Kennedy will react
to his distinguished  guest, will
depend a good deal in the imme-
diate future. This is in a sense the
Nehru week., Before he left for
Washington, Mr. Nehru did or said
everything he could to convince
the better mind of America of his
carnestness to be helpful in eas-
sing the intermational tensions.
That he will stake everything on
peace is beyond question; that he
will stake everything on “peace
with* honour” is the hope.

There was perhaps no basis for
the hope expressed by Master

Tara Singh at the end of his fast
that there might be no occasion

_at all for any Commission to hold

an inquiry ‘into Sikh grievances.

While the Government has now
appointed a three-man Commis-
sion to do the necessary probe
and give its findings before the
end of the year, the Akali leader

who was expected to hail its
advent and co-operate with it in

-its wark, has, far from being satis-

fied, struck not only a discordant
note but also a disquieting one.

He has  charged the Govern-
ment with bad faith.  According
to him, it is not the kind of Com-
mission he wanted; its personnel
is different from what he was led
to believe it would be; and its
terms of reference are, to recall
the famous Amritsar phraseology
in an older political context, ‘in-
adequate, unsatisfactory and dis-
appointing’.  Master Tara Singh
also warns that the Akali Dal is
not morally bound to accept the
findings of the Commission.

This, it seems, is but making
matters extremely difficult as much
for himself (as the Akalis leader)
as for the Government. It is cer-
tain that the Commission will now
go ahcad with its work, and ex-
peditiously too.  If Master Tara
Singh does not take it seriously
his case will go by default—
whereas if he does, there is im-
plied obligation on his part to res-
pect its verdict despite his preli-
minary protest. He is in an un-

SWATANTRA

The Times of India writes in an
editorial in its issue dated Novem-
ber 4, 1961:

There is little room for surprise in the
clection manifestos of political parties
whaose policies are already fairly well-
defined. The Swatantra draft manifesto
is true to pattern. It does no more than
sum up cogently the views of the party
on the many issues on which its leaders
have often spoken in public in the
last twelve months. It is always tempt-
ing for a new party which knows that
it is not likely to be called upon to
assume office to inflate its promises to
the electorate. But the Swatantra party
does nothing of the kind in its mani-
festo. What it promises is not a utopia
but a mixed economy in which there
will be less of central planning than
today, less emphasis on heavy indus-
tries and more on agriculture and cot-
tage and light industries, fdll scope for
the play of free enterprise and no gov-
ernment participation in trade and in-

18

enviable predicament.. It would

on the whole be best he faces the
Commission  squarely--and  be
done with it; whatever  be the
outcome.

Any recrudescence of Akali
trouble in the Punjab now will be
doubly unfortunate as it will both ¥
prejudice the Commission and
side-track public interest from the
more vital questions that are to
come up bc?ore the electorate in
the coming gencral elections. Mas-
ter Tara Singh will be well-
advised to put the Punjabi Suba
in cold storage and concentrate
on electioneering (which essential-
ly means educating the people)
since he desires that the Congress
should be bundled out of office.

If he is keen on seeing the end
of the Kairon-control of his home-
State, he may as well actively seek
to bring it about by plunging into
election work from now onwards
and devoting all his time, energy
and eloquence unto that end, in-
stead of frittering away a God-
given opportunity in pursuits
which in the present setting are
nearer chimerical. Since self-gov-
crnment is really no substitute for
good government, he should work
for a non-Congress Punjab by
carrying the Hindus also with him
rather than for a Punjabi Subha
by stirring up the Sikhs alone.

MANIFESTO

dustry. And whatever planning there is

will not encroach on the freedoms

guarantecd in the Constitution before

it was amended. From its very incep-

tion the party has heen opposed to

collective farming and land ceilings.

The reforms which the manifesto pro-

mises in the sphere of agriculture in-

clude abolition of the land taxes and

the establishment of an insurance fund

against natural calamities. For the rest,

the party promises stable prices and

relicf in taxes which it justly regards as‘
oppressive. As the manifesto puts it, -
“An honest rupee and stable prices

are the best friends of the common

people.”

Apart from the changes it promises
in the priorities and. proecedures -of,
planning, the Swatantra party attaches
the utmost imvortance to ridding the
administration of corruption. There is
method in its reasoning, for it is the -
proliferation of - bureaucratic controls’’

(Continued on page 15)
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“.could be some justifica-
 tion for excluding the
" D.A. in such calculation

* tions of the scheme?

_the ‘case of their em-
- ployees -who have retir-

~those who had retired.

“be excluded in calculat-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Slr,—'lhe ‘news’ of water’ supply for

- the Avadi project at a cost of Rs. 9.88
lakhs ‘is disturbing. The Avadi project
is said to be a factory for the Defence
Department of the Union Government.
It is said a special P.W.D. sub-dirision
has been sanctioned to execute the work
in three months. .The initial expendi-
‘ture is to be met by the State Govern-
ment and the charge for water supply
collected from the Defence Department
will be the profit for Madras State. 1t is
to this that Mr. Nehru referred to as mo-
demising the Indian Army by Mr. V. K.
Krishna Menon, in his Madras clection
“speech, It is very unfortunate that this
. important news should go unneticed by
the intelligentsia. What are the implica-
Drawing subsoil
water by heavy motor pumps in the
Courtelliar river-bed, hardly eight miles

. from the city, will lead to the depriva-

tion of water for agricultural needs of
the peasants within a radius of eight
miles, with all that it means of misery to
lakhs of agriculturists. Will people in
South India wake up to the danger be-
times and vigorously protest against the

, 'scheme?

‘Madras SANGU GANESAN

——

~ SWARAJYA

L MODERNISING THE INDIAN ARMY

depreciating from year to year on account
of the rise in the cost of living, the
denial of pension to old employees on
the basis of their total emoluments be-
forc retirement is most iniquitous.

Ambattur M. Govinpax

—_—

THE AGE OF CEILING!

Sir,—While recently inaugurating the
Bhakthavathsalam Nagar, Minister Sub-
ramaniam is reported to have virtually
suggested a ceiling on houses, too, limit-
ing the number of rooms to two or
three to a family,

Would his suggestion hold good in the
case of a large family of a dozen mem-
bers or so? Perhaps the Minister will
say that his suggestion carried the im.
plication that people should adopt
‘family planning’.

This is verily thc age of ‘ceiling’ for
congressmen |

It was not without a sense of appro-
priateness that Rajaji  recently  com-
mented that the Swatantra Party too
was in  favour of a certain ceiling,

!
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Swanajya welcom.s commonts
and criticisms by readers on
matters of general public interest.
In view of the size of the journel,
however, letters should not exceed

., 300 words. —Editor

namely, a ceiling on ‘governmental-
powers.  Every true democrat would
undoubtedly welcome such a ceiling,

Couimbatore Y. V. ViSvVESWARAN

c

BEWARE OF THE CONGHESS®

Siv,~Mr. Morarji Desai, Finance Mi-
nister of India, has been asking the
people to save more with a view to
increasing the resources of the country.
He is also reported to have stressed
that the rate of taxation in India is the
Jowest compared with other countries.
But he has put on blinkers to disable him
from sceing the reality of soaring prices
of all commoditics and the low ave-
rage income of an Indian compared to
those countries.

Ever since Morarji  assumed  the
finance portfolio, he has been singing
the same song of “Save more and
tighten the belt”. But on what basis does
Mr. Morarji Desai think the people

DO JUSTICE TO
" PENSIONERS

Sir,~The Madras Gov-
emment has liberalised
the pension scheme in

“&d from service on or
July, 1960, |
counting the enhanced
scales of pay introduced
effect from 1st
Jume, 1980.

But in the case of

eatlier, the D.A. they
had been getting would

ing the pension. There

only if the cost of liv-
ing. bad come down
since the government
servants had  retired ;
from service. In fact,
the cost of living has
gone up - higher.

Apart from' the fact
#hat the real value of
peasion once granted is

“WITH THE WIND”

...entreated the Ancient Mariner, “we must sail

and quite unreliable with or without the wind,

'.Novem&fnll," 1961

. have enough to save,

with the wind, Mr.‘Tubophile, or else we'll be
all at sea”, -

“That’s exactly where we are, Sir Mariner”,
retorted Mr. Tubophile warmly,
“at at sea. | am bound for

" the shores of Cathay and you
have sailed me to the coast of
Australia. Rabbits and Kangaroos ! I'l not sail
with the wind, for the wind or by the wind, I

fact, T not sail at all...not in these wind
guided, wind powered galieons of tubeless times
~—deuced uncomfortable, destination uncertain

Il brave the high seas again in my own well
tubed times, when marine boilers with tubes
supply sure power to luxury finers which reach
the right destination—wind or no wind. Sir
Mariner, full steam ahead now. Rabbits and
Kangaroes ! | mean all sails up”.

LY

The Indian Tebe Company
(1953) Ltd. *- 4

A Tata-Stewarts & Lloyds Enterprise ;

& Lloyds Enterpri g

o

when in fact
"their' Incoge is h
m'lkc both ends meet

}If the *Finance Miniskr truly reflects
the‘gnnd ‘of the Government and the
Congress Party, it is up to the voters
to beware of what is awaiting them in
the immediate future, and exercise their
votes with wisdom and not fall a prey

to emptw  shibboleths and slogans-
mouthed by the Congress.
[ ]
Culcutta-1 P. V. V. RajaN
>

. THE POLICE AND THEIR
‘ CRITICS

Sir,—I had occasion some years ago
to enquire of the Inspector-General of
Police in  another Province as to the
number of penal laws he was enforcing.
He said he did not know, and he
doubted if any one person knew, not
even the legislators, {or the laws were
too numerous. The Police were fre-
quently criticised for their failures, and
hardly ever thanked for their successcs
in dctecting crimes, and, more so, in
preventing them.

®  The legal tradition, which would let
a hundred guilty persons cscape than

sufficient to:

swAﬁAJYA

let a single mnocent pe:son suﬂer, addSQ

to the dliﬁcultles of the Police.

* In the casé of sudden -outbursts of
violenoe, the Police have to act on the
spur /of the moment while facing im-
mine®  danger to themselves, while
\eir  critics can' condemn them long
aNer the event and in perfect safety,
pu)Vl(hd for them by the very same
Police! .

e

It speaks volumes for their devotion
to duty in that they carry on so- well
amidst danger and harsh criticism, and
their cfficiency is taken for granted. It
is necessary that in a democracy the
public should evince greater understand-
ing of the difficulties of the Police in
their task of maintaining law and order
and the safety of even their critics.

Bangalore P. Kobanpa Rao

RAMA RAJYA INDEED !

Sir,—It is learnt from The Hindu
(dated 7-10-81) that among the many
arches of welcome put up for M.
Nehru, one of the inscriptions on au
arch described Nehru as “Architect of
Rama Rajya.” One wonders, if this des-
cription of Mr. Nchru has any relation
to facts. We have lost 12000 square

“a less

" with Chinese aggression™.

. 'swATAN'mA i\«ANIFEsm ' .

" . (Continued from. puge 13)

over the econqmy whlch, in its opinjon, . -

have enormously increased the scope for -

~corruption. This-scope will be autofha-
tically reduced when there is less- need

for licences and permits. In the field ot
foreign affairs  the manifesto advocates
_ friendly attitude towards the
communist bloc than is the case today
and “a more vigilant policy in dealing
How far the
policies for which the Swatantra party

stands ‘prove popular with the people -

remains to be seen. The party leaders
secm confident of doing well in half a
dozen States. But the odds against
which they have to fight are only too
obvious. The party is new in the field.
And it cannot match yet the older par-
ties in its organisation. But whatever

the extent of its success in the elec- -
- tions it has already made itself felt in

some measure as a political force. That
it is clear in its mind as to what it
stands for should be an asset to it in
the years to come.

miles of our Himalayan territory to the
Chinese. It was no loss sustained in an
open battle. We owe it to unintelligible
diplomacy. When questioned on it in

— Parliament, he answer-

cd in that sweet tem-
per  with  which  we
are so familiar: “Throw
me out, if you can”,

The  prices of food-
stuffs and other articles
in daily need of the com-
monman  have heen
soaring beyond his reach
and life is becoming
unberable, all due to in-
flation as a consequence
of gigantic planning, in-
efficient management in
the public sector,. the
heavy foreign loan in-
curred, deficit budgeting,
ete.

Let us not be deceiv-
ed at all. Nehru jis not
after the Rama Rajya of
Gandhiji’s dream. He is
busy laying the founda-
tion for a classless and
casteless society, where
one party and one
party alone can rule
for ever and ever, and
pave the way for ruth-
less communist rule.

A. N. CHarr
Madras
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Lasting progress with e

ALC and Sankar Brand -cemenis O

India is building for prosperity, and millions ofjonheé of ACC and Sankar brand’
cements are being used to build dams, roads, bridges, housing coldnies,
factories, research laboratories, etc. ’
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Bridge over
Periyar river,
Near Alwaye
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