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The scandals which have
been  moderately  expressed  in
the public press about the
Orissa elections must open our
eyes to a very grave danger.
What has transpired in this con-
nection is  probably an under-
painted picture. The reality pro-
bably is worse than what  Sri
Ashoka Mehta and others have
stated.  Snch abuses are  grave
enough to form a battle-ground
and a cause for displacing a party
in power apart from anything
clse.  The Constitution itself will
become  a mockery and  wither
away if such practices are tole-
rated without challenge. The en-
tirc  fabric of parliamentary de-
mocracy will go into smoke if
crores of rupees are collected by a
party in power by exYloiting the
dependence of people on  the
party’s  pleasure for carrying on
their economic activities and if
such money power is openly uti-
lised in the elections for continu-
ing in office. It is a crisis in de-
mocracy graver than many red
herrings drawn across the track,
and demands urgent attention.
Castes and communities, poverty
and illiteracy cannot be abolished
in a day but this corruption of
democracy is an advancing mons-
ter far, too proximate to be indiffe-
rent about. Long-standing mala-
dies and long due reforms are
irrelevant in this context of a
grave menace to democracy. The
monster can be defeated and ho-
nesty restored if all those who want
democracy join and give battle.

* Qur Prime Minister came to an
abundant inheritance of love but
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CRISIS IN DEMOCRACY . .=

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

I fear, and I say it with sorrow,
he has wasted it. He has let slo-
gans take the place of sanity. He
has allowed the party he had the
privilege of leading to become a
party of carcerist sheep. He has
passively  encouraged  Congress-
men to hecome corrupt until the
whole  comtryside has come  to
feel it and, what is worse, he has
allowed the corrupt machine to
grow into an impregnable fortress
sustaining itsclf on its spoils.

An issue of primary importance,
which fs an issuc of morality and
a problem of grave constitutional
importance, has developcd out of
the disclosures in the Orissa mid-
term elections. These disclosures
are no surprisc to me or to others
who have watched anxiously the
trends and the activities of the
ruling party during the last few
vears. But what has transpired in
the Orissa elections is enough to
open the eyes of cven the most
sleepy and the most deluded citi-
zens whose simple faith in the
Congress has been systematically
exploited.  The flagrant manner,
completely free from all sense of
decency or delicacy, in which the
Congress Party  and its  chosen
agents in the States, including men
holding most responsible positions
in the party ango in the govern-
ment, have been using their posi-
tion and the power behind them
to make or mar businessmen, in
order to raise immense quantities
of money and using that money to
destroy democracy at the base
has raised a question of urgent
fundamental and overriding im-
portance,

-

There can be no free or fair
elections if this power to raise un-
limited money and spend it to
capture votes is allowed to be
excrcised by the party in office.
The People’s Representation Act
has been rendered into nullity and
the Constitution is rapidly becom-
ing meaningless. It has been con-
verted into a self-sufficient mecha-
nism to establish the dictatorship
of the party in office.

This party has in the name of
socialism organized a State ma-
chinery (supported by legislation
and rules) to distribute private
monopolies and create milch-
cows for the party. There is no
chance for any other party, what-
soever its declared policy or ideo-
logy to oust the dictatorship of the
Congress Party. Money has replac-
ed political debate and made irre-
levant every other consideration.
All the other parties in the coun-
iry should realise the danger and
face this crisis in our democracy.

The Communists have become
aiders and abettors in this pro-
cess of destruction of freedom.
They are waiting like kites and
crows for parliamentary demo-
cracy to die as a result of the
open immoralities and flagrant
evasions of the law by the Con-
gress Party. The policies and pro-
paganda of the ruling party will
have prepared the field comple-
tely for occupation by Communists
when that time arrives. Indeed
the Congress will have by then
quietly transformed itself into a
Communist Party already in power
and ready to absorb the official

Commnnict Partv whala_cala



: 131743696

_ Meanwhile we s ? se¢  the
spectacle of men like 4 Patnaik in

Orissa, who are standing refuta—-

tions of socialism and symbols of

big business and mouey power, be-
ing made into herocs and leaders
for the worship of misguided men.

It would be of considerable in-
terest if the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Orissa could in-
form the public in how many de-
partments Sri Patnaik held sub-
stantial interests in contracts un-
der the Government of Orissa at
the time of these elections, and
whate contracts he holds in Mr.
Krishna Menon’s ministry in New
Delhi. This is the first time this
type” of person, one who is
thoroughly experienccd in mak-
ing moncy thl‘()llgll C()vernment
contracts has become Chief Mi-
nister of a State.

It is no longer possible for
honest men to be apathetic and
allow this dictatorship to grow
jmpregnable and become ‘perma-
nent. It is no longer wise to be
engaged in dispntations over dog-
mas and remain disunited intellec-
tuals, leaving the field free for the
totalitarian Congress which has
thrown all delicacy and sensc of
right and wrong to the winds,
and is openly and without fear of
question using its power to col-
lect immense sums and using that
money to nullify parliamentary
democracy. Those who bask in
the sunshine of favours from the
ruling party are abetting this pro-
cess of destroying the Constitu-
tion and bringing India also inte
line with other Asiatic nations
whose independence has not deve-
loped into freedom but has laps-
ed back into autocracy.

The gravest issue now is, shall
we allow this rape of the free-
dom of parliamentary elections? It
is a constitutional, fundamental
and moral issue. It is not socialism
for which the Coungress stands
but a mechanism to feed power-
greed. Money has been installed
on the Throne at Delhi. It must
be resisted if we wish freedom to
survive, if we do not desire that
independence should rot into foul
corruption.

Whether the Swatantra Party
wins or loses in this unequal com-
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bat, Aghether the people will rise
above” the satanic power ot
money and economic terror and
disprove its arrogant assumption
that  everything will go  down
hefore  that power, I am  deter-
mined, if God p(‘n’nits it, to
continne  to  give yattle  even
if T have to do it all alone
against this immorality and fraud
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that stalks under the ¢ name
of the Congress. Because, in all
humility, I believe in the ultimate
truth of the Upanishad mantra
embodicd in the Crest of the na-
tion, Satyam eva jayate na anrtam.
It is anrtam that holds power
and threatens to hold it for all
time. Let us see if satyam will ulti-
mately fail. I am sure it will not.

—

P. S. P. ADVOCATES WRONG REMEDY
By PHIROZE 7J. SHROFF

The National Exeeutive of  the
Praja Socialist  Party has  severely
castigated  Congoress rule i its draft
clection manifesto.

Criticizing the home policy the draft
manifesto says that Government  has
failed to convince the people of its
impartiality and its responsiveness  to
the  people’s wishes.  The manifesto
adds that national integration is being
hampered because  linguistic minorities
do not feel assured of  justice  and
even-handed  treatment,  which  has
spread  frustration instead of  raising
hope and faith, 1t contends that the
ruling party has enconraged caste and
cammued  Tovaltics which have  given
rise to the new phase of conmmunalism
in India.

It has rightly pointed out some of
the drawbacks and failings of the Con-
gress Government, There is no doubt
that there is hardly any improvement
in the cconomic condition of the peo-
ple even after 14 years’ of Congress
rule. Indeed the condition has much
worsened for the people all round and
they are heing subjected to intolerable
hardships and privations. There is an
cver-rising spiral of inflation. The
prices of necessaries of life, like food.
clothing and transport, arc rising all
the time. In urban areas where over
ten crores of people live and try to
earn their living, there is an unprece-
dented deterioration in standard of liv-
ing, particularly of the middle classes.
There is an acute housing shortage.
Roads are in terribly bad condition, the
sewage systems have been disrupted,
and often complaintg are heard of the
domestic water supply having contami-
nated on that account. Grandiose schemes
involving an cxpenditure of thousands
of crores of rupees do not provide em-
Dlp}’ment for peonle in villages or towns,
ACCOTding to official statistics, unem-
ployment keeps on increasing with the
succeeding years of the Five-Year Plans,
Apart from it, by investing government
officers _and politicians of the ruling
party with enormous powers, the way

has  been paved for corruption and
graft on an uprecedented seale,

The Praja Socialist Party’s manifesto
has correctly pinpointed  some  of  the
many shortcomings and failures of the
Congress  Government,  though  the
party’s remedv is worse than the disease
it secks to curc. lgnoving the fact that
it is the ‘socialistic pattern” which is
responsible for all the ills of the people,
the P.S.P. advocates a still larger dose
of socialism!

The P.S.P. has endorsed the solution
suggested by Rajaji in regard to the
problem of minoritics. The draft mani-
festo says: Al minorities should  have
equal richt to participate in all spheres
of social, economic and political life.
Simultancously  they would have the
right to practise their religions. oruanize
educational  institutions and  cultural
associations for the promotion of their
language, script and literature.”

After  tasting the bitter fruits  of
socialism, England, Western Germany,
Italy and France have had the wisdom
to retrace their steps and adopt a free
cconomy and theit new Governments
have given the people both  cconomic
progress and political stability.

The Swatantra Party has for its ob-
jective the realization for this country
of hoth economic progress and political
stability even as in the countries already
mentioned. It wants to restore to the
people their precious  fundamental
rights in respect of property and pur-
suit of trade, profession or calling, of
which they have heen deprived by the
Congress Government by hasty and ill-
conceived  constitutional  amendme. 45
It  wants to give free enterprite  its
legitimate -place in the life of, the peo-
ple, while releasing the energies of the
people for constructive work. Tt is de-
tefmined to check the spiral of inflation
by adopting tried and successful mone~
tary policies. It refuses to hold truck
with doctrinaire ideology. divorced from
actual life. Above everything else, it
wants to secure for the people their

basie freedom “_and happiness.
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A PLEA FOR JOINT BATTLE
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

It is too late in civilization’s
day for any person, clique or
group or party to claim that he or
they have an objective for the
nation different from that of
others. Political parties  deceive
themselves or others or both in
believing or claiming that their
objectives are different from and
better than what others work for.

The reality is that people differ
from one another not as to objec-
tives but as to means and instru-
ments. They do not and cannot
differ as to the aim of national
happiness.  Of course there are
diffcrent ideas of happiness itselt
but those ideas about what happi-
ness consists in do not differenti-
ate political parties but affect the
policies of aH parties. The real
dividing  walls, sometimes  rigid
and sometimes clastic, arc the
means and instruments for social
happiness—whether they should
be this or that in the present stage
of progress.

Working this proposition  into
present  day political affairs in
Indian democracy, we  arrive at
this, that the political parties now
working in India would do well to
clear their minds on the subject
and align themselves on a rational
and useful basis and not work at

cross purposes. A proper polari-
zation is essential for parliamen-
tary  demo ey to work  satis-
tactorily. If a leader or a group
around him or a party believes
that  he or they are the best
instruments tor the administration
of the country in order to achieve
the common objective, then sepa-
rate activities on that basis are
justifiable.  Again, if the leader,
group or party belicves that the
particular means contemplated by
them for national prosperity %nd
progress difler radically from the
means formualated and adopted by
(v)th(*rs, then there is justiﬁcati();l
for standing separate and oppos-
ing the return of any others to
responsibility and power. Other-
wise there is no justification  for
standing apart. Any confusion or
hesitation  to give up one’s own
identity and merge with others
who believe approximately in the
same means and instruments, will
only create difficulties for the elec-
torate and produce unwanted re-
sults.

The question then s, does the
PSP. or any  other  similar
party working under the slo-
gan of socialism believe in
the policy of permits, licen-
ces and regulations adopted
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by the Congress Party and is it
prepared to tolerate the mischiefs
arising therefrom? If so, such a
party must set aside egotism and
merge with the Congress Party. If
any party is of the view that this
policy of the ruling party causes
more harm than good and pro-
gressively leads to the creation of
monopolies for favoured individu-
als and groups, and by blocking
free competition acts as a disin-
centive to productive effort and
thereby postpones real economic
progress, if it is convinced that
such a policy on the part of the
ruling party, if permitted by the
people, will give it almighty power
to maintain its own rule unbro-
ken, thus leading parliamentary
democracy steadily and surely to
the dictatorship of the party, then
it is the clear moral duty of such
a party to think clearly, put aside
other considerations and help to
forge a united front against the
ruling party, not dissuaded by
minor issues and prejudices.

This is the only course that will
bring about a proper polarization.
Any  other attitude amounts in
cffect to aiding and abetting the
ruling party’s conscious or uncon-
scious progress towards totalita-
rianism. Grave national consider-
ations must lead to clear thinking
and sacrifice. Prejudice and ego-
tism arc apt to mislead and turn
one away from the right decision.

0 -
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

Another outbreak of ‘linguis-
tic riots’ is reported from Cachar
and the fusillade of police firing
resulted in seven deaths. The
Sangram  Parishad, not satisfied
with the Lal Bahadur Shastri for-
mula, went for dircct action.
Although much has been said
about the Shastri solution, it is not
very different from the Pant doc-
trine which permitted the usc of
Assamese and Bengali at  two
levels until the day of linguistic
deliverance when Hindi shall be
the universal medium.  The very
repetition of the ‘ultimate solu-
tion” deprives temporary provi-
sions of their appeal, since the
Rashtrabhasha fallacy is obstru-
sively flaunted.

There is sense in Dr, C. P.
Ramaswamy Iyer’s elucidation of
Dr. B. C. Roy’s recent dictum that
all languages current in India
(including sub-languages) are na-
tional languages. The palliative
course is not to tamper with the
status quo but allow English to
prevail until the efflux of time
producos modes of speech which
no one can predict. Statutory in-
]l()\"ﬂti()ns never h‘dVC thQ P()t(‘l\Cy
attributed to  them by linguistic
faddists who imagine that the
growth and  popularisation of
vocabulary can be accomplished
by the lexicographers in their
cubicles.

* -] -

Supremo Khurshid of Azad
Kashmir is planning a novel form
of election with all his probable
rivals shored up in a single hanl
President Ayub Khan maintains
that his writ does not run in Mr.
Khurshid’s territory and in order
to magnify his status the Chota-
Sultan declares that none of the
commitments of Pakistan, military
or diplomatic, binds him. Evi-
dently some surprise is contem-
plated, and the apprehension is
that President Ayub Khan in his
July visit to Washington will
queer the pitch and revive con-
troversy in the UN.O. forum. A
rift in the Afro-Asian Front so
sedulously built-up is then likely
to materialize, because we should

not forget that while India has
diplomatically ceded  Tibet  to
China, Formosa again to China,
and West Irian to Indonesia, hard
bargainers like Chdu-En-lai, Su-
karno, Abdul Rchman Tunka
and Nasser have never gone be-
yond piously declaring that India
and  Pakistan should solve the
Kashmir question by  friendly
negotiations.  Ambassador  Roun-
tree’s ambivalent statement after
Vice-President  Lyndon Johnson’s
visit to Rawalpindi was also to
the effect that the U.S. stood by
the Kashmir resolutions of  the
U.N.O,, also a set of ambiguous
formulas. That young Mr. Khur-
shid’s manouevre is something
like putting on an act could be
proved by a simple test. It any-
one including himself wishes to
go abroad how does he get his
passports, his visa, and foreign
exchange, besides health certifi-
cates? He must obtain  them
through the good offices of Pakis-
tan.  Such  being the case  the
assumption  of sovercignty is a
piece of chauvinistic attitudini-
zation to keep the Kashmir fron-
tier in constant jitters.
-] 2 -3

Professor Humayun Kabir makes
a mystery of some understanding
between India and Pakistan re-
garding the India Office Library
and its two claimants, India and
Pakistan. In the first overtures of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad the
India Officc Library was de-
manded on the ground that it was
India’s; but soon Pakistan woke
up asserting that it belonged to
both the legatecs of British rule
and therefore should be divided.
The Library itself is in charge of
the Commonwealth Secretary Mr,
Duncan H. Sandys. But dur-
ing the visit to London of Pandit
Nehru and  Field Marshal Ayub
Khan for the Commonwealth
Conference, it appears that Mr.
Nehru spoke about it to the Pak-
istan President. As to what trans-
pired in their talk, Mr. Humayun
Kabir says he is not free to reveal,
but that fruitful results are in the
offing. Annual visits to London by
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both the Ministers of Cultural
Affairs and Scientific Hesearch
have become a summer feature
after the budget season, but
thanks to the drift in connection
with the allocation of the India
Office  Library and its priceless
archives, a new claimant has ap-
peared, Barma. The academicians
of the Rangoon University have
started an agitation saving  that
vast ¢gnantities of documents in
London pertain to Burmese affairs
and  that they should be ear-
marked for Burma. An Indian Pro-
fessor in Rangoon, Dr. Desai has
strongly demanded the return of
material of vital importance to
Independent Burma which is of
coursc  beyond the ken of the
Commonwealth Secretary. At this
rate, delay might introduce Cey-
lon to the scene. There are
certainly relics of interest to the
Sinhalese. A century ago the Vice-
roy had been Governor-General
of a composite territory  embrac-
ing India, Pakistan, Burma and
Ceylon.  Likewise the Temporal
Power used to reside in the Met-
ropolitan of India, Burma and
Cevlon. Trophies from the East
attractive to Ceylon are found in
London. For the matter of that,
the Portugnese—when it comes to
quitting—may lodge a plea for a
portion of the Library relating to
Portugal’s connection with India
which began five centuries ago.
The  mere fact that the India
Office holds the Library signifies
India’s ownership as urged by
Maulana Abul  Kalam  Azad,
would in these circamstances be
difficilt to establish, thanks to the
fragmentation of the Empire. If
the name is the crucial test, Burma
could as well assert that the
Burma Oil Company should be-
Iopg to Burma, a tall claim. The
leisurely pace at which Professor
Humayun Kabir proceeds may in
the end leave the India ORCE re-
named as a  Commonwealth

institution, ‘ ; ;
st wnd as days pass op-
timise fades.

«
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I‘n the acrimonions argument at
Cairo  about a Neutral Summit
Conference, the Indian delegation
had to offer the cold shoulder,
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but the ultimate result seems to
be the cmergence of a Little Sum-
mit in Yugoslavia. Sharp debates
arosc as to the criteria of cligibi-
lity, and the purpose of the
agenda. India’s representative, Mr.
R. K. Nehru, had a difficult com-
mission, Dbecause India as the
ideal ncutral was expected to set
the pace for the 11L*w1y—lib(‘mt(’d
Afro-Asian countrics. An ad hoc
selection was proposed, but it fell
through for lack of a common as-
sessment of qualifications. We arc
told that the Prime Minister him-
self may (it is always a “may’)
attend  “the Belgrade sessions  in
Yugoslavia to retain the Bandung
spirit. It is all very well to be new-
tral but on account of degrees of
maturity and  sclf-interest, they
cannot agree, whom cach nation
was “Neutral against”. The grouse
of some African States is that In-
dan leadership in neutrality is
becoming torpid as she, between
the two big Power blocs, scems to
take it casy, subsidised by the two
rivals with vast cconomic aid. 1t
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thev meet at all, the palaver
might throw into sharp relief the
negativeness of neutralism, ecach
country pmfvssing valour to go it
alone.
E-3 & -3

Except for France and Britain
which abstagied from voting, the
resolution  on Angola and  other
Portuguese p()ssvssions overseas
was passed by the Sccurity Coun-
cil, which is a moral victory. The
neatralism of the two countries
was  transparent picce of cqui-
vocation.  Dr. Garin, the Portu-
YUese (1('1(‘g:|t(\, announced t]mt_
Lishon would take no motice of
the UN.O. decdision, since it was
‘illegal’ in - trespassing on Pm'.tu-
gal's sovercignty i respect of a
domestic aflair.  In the debate,
Mr. C. S. Tha. India’s spokesnian,
was slightly velhement in proof of
our Goa agitation and the inten-
tion of liberating the arca by the
end  of 1961, 1t scemed to be
pitched for the hearing of New
Delhi rather than for the persua-
sion of World representatives. 1lc
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charged the Portuguese Envoy
with  ‘impertinence’ on some of .
his remarks, adding that adverse
opinion about India should not
have come from a person who
“had enjoyed the hospitality of my
country for years”. The reference
is to the fact that after the attain-
ment  of Indian  Independence
there was an exchange of diplo-
mats between Lisbon and  New
Delhi, Portugal being represented
by Dr. Garin and India by Mr.
P. A. Mcnon, I.C.S., now our
Autbassador in West Germany. A
rupture in respect of Goa was
recorded, and today we have no
diplomatic relations. The point is
that  while officially Dr. Garin
fimctioned in New Delhi,  Mr.
. A. Mcenon was also in our Lis-
hon office, “enjoying the hospita-
Jity” of  Dr. Garin's country on
level terms. If we wateh the lan-
guage of scasoned spokesmen at
New York and Geneva, we could
observe liow arguments could be
across without recourse to stage-
thunder. SANJAYA.

YOUTH IN SEARCH OF FREEDOM
By LOUIS I SOLOMON

Somecthing is happening in
America that has a rcal promise
for tomorrow,

Some days ago I reccived a
phone call from a charming
Greenwhicl villager, inviting me to
an informal gathering at her home.

When I arrived at her home, 1
found a heartening assemblage
of buoyant young people. To me
it represented a sampling of young
America,_aroused.

They were anmnoyed by the crop
of ‘welfare state” politicians  in
positions of power in govermment.

They were fearful of the grow-
ing power of central government,
expgnding far beyond the intent
of the-Founding Fathers. They
recognized that the extension of
the power of government mcant
corresponding surrender of the
freedom of the individual. ’

"They were fearful of the grow-
ing taxing power of the central
government—taxing  not merely

for administration needs, for de-

fence, for peace, but for political
opportunism.  They were fearful
of more taxing and more spend-
ing as the political expedient of
the politician to gratify a voting
constitiiency.

They were concerned about the
growing Welfare State and the
invasion of the rights of the indi-
vidual inherent in freedom, for’ the
sake of creating special privileges
for others.

They were also concerned about
the growing monopoly of orga-
nized labour, as reflected in
powerful unions, capable of crip-
pling cvery industry in America.

They feared the regimentation .

of the workers of America, brain-
washed within the organization,
deprived of the right to  work,
except as loyal members of the
union, holding the threat that
ultimately every job in the nation
would be held at the will of the
union.

In short, I listened to a review
of the great growth of power in

the central govermnent through
which the rights of the individual
and his freedom werc whittled
away.

I made some inquiry. 1 was
brought in dircct contact with
YAF (Young Americans for Free-
dom) and had lunch with one of
its directors. I quote the preface
to the declaration of principles
adopted by YAF at its first con-
ference

2 “Today’s students and young peo-

ple are rebelling  against the  uni-
formity, the false seccurity, the
infringements upon  their  liberty
which all  collectivist  systems  de-
mand. ... ”

It may be that T am overtly
sensitive to this group movement,
but to me this suggests the rambl-
ing awakening of a slecping giant,
the youth of America, in a move-
ment that may have historical
implications.

Their creed is conservatism, a
retum to fundamental principles
in government, a respect for the
rights of individuals, determina-

tion to recapture the American
heritage.—Courtesy Freeman.



THE UNCTUOUS AMERICAN
By POTHAN JOSEPH

I shall not be surprised if a
book shortly appears with the
caption “The Unctuous Ameri-
can”. When the volume entitled
“The Ugly American” was pub-
lished exposing the bumptious
trend of amateur diplomats lett
loose in foreign countries, New
York reviewers took pride in say-
_ing that only in a country like the
" United States would such frecdom
“of criticism be found. The story
pertains to the spirit of meddle-
some’ heneficence on the part of
American envoys in a Shangrila-
land imagined to exist in South-
East Asia. Such self-caricature in-
viting the ridicule of contem-
porary nations was bound to Dbe
jarring,- but the writer had a re-
formative purpose to improve the
standard of Yankee-representation
making it more eflicient than the
holiday type that emerged at the
time of President Eisenhower and
his Camp David spirit. The dip-
. lomat was dubbed ‘ugly’ to indi-
cate the air of distance inno-
cuously created between U.S.
emissaries and the hoi polloi of
under-developed regions despite
large resources brought for grants
and loans. The reaction to the
vogue was instantly registered
when the Kennedy regime decid-
ed on new selections with the halo
of Harvard prestige. Indeed the
revulsion against past discord has
been so extreme that the idea of
Kennedy’s Peace Brigade is being
sedulously canvassed. Here the
political missionaries are counting
on a roaring welcome which might
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not actually materialise all over
the periphery of their programme.
The key-note of the Dulles policy
was to ‘contain Communism’ in
countries  alrcady Wunder the
Marxian influence as it ideas could
be stopped by the sanitaire
cordon theory. After the end of
brinkmanship visions, it is now
realised that in the modern world
of global intercourse through many
media of propaganda, any such
attempt would resemble a plun to
stop air and light in an estate by
fencing it round with barbed-wire
entarglements. Such cautions may
stop the entry of goats but it just
won’t work as a pr()tecti(m against
the free circulation of idcas.
When Harold MacMillan warned
the South African Parliament
about the ‘change of wind’, there
was a subtle metaphor in his
speech which South African ra-
cists did not like, but subsequent
events have borne ont the drift of
the Prime Minister’s words. As-
suming that the ugly American is
replaced by the trained type of
Yankee familiar with language
and delighting in local customs,
they have still to surmount a bar-
rier in comparison with the
adeptness of the effective Moscow
agent. The fresh specimen of
Handsome Harry has lopsided-
ness to rectify. The psychosis of
liberal aid to backward countries
may partly account for it, namely,
the element of naivete on the part
of the do-gooder. They still take it
for granted that the people of
subsidised countries represent an
effervescent self ceaselessly appre-
ciative of benevolence. To use
the caption “The Callow Ameri-
can” for a new book would be a
little coarse though not bad for
salesmanship, but the naive and
even unctuous element in the
inferences of even roving am-
bassadors cannot be mistaken.
To begin with an example I recall
the visit of Mr. R. M. Nixon to
India as Vice-President to inspire
us with confidence in the Eisen-
hower era whilst Dulles was still
alive.

AN ANNOUNCEMENT

There is no copyright in the
articles  that are  pubilshed
in Swarajya, unless specifically
stated so by contributors. Re-
productions in whole or in part
are frecely permitted, with  or
without acknowledgement,

Mr. Nixon landed at the Ban-
galore air port on a day when
there was a rousing foothall
match. By the time he had
reached Brigade Road corner, the
crowd dispersed in buoyancy over
the smartness of the Flay and the
uncommon  impartiality of the
referee that day. Mr. Nixon halt-
ed his car, stood up and turning
on his axis salaamed all round.
The cheers of the happy-go-lucky
crowd had nothing to do with
Eisenhower or the spirit of anti-
Communism but strange as it may
seem, when the Vice-President re-
turned to Washington he speci-
fically quoted the Bangalore ap-
plause as one of the proofs of
India’s confidence in the Republi-
can President. The fact was he
took it for granted. The latest
hook by Sherman Adams on the
theatrical withdrawal of Khrush-
chov wrecking the Paris Summit
Conference (1960) traces it to
Mr. Khrushchov’s pique that
Eishenhower had a bigger recep-
tion in New Delhi—nothing to do
with the U-2 incident! Mr,
Nixon’s naivete was again dis-
played during the American Exhi-
bition in Moscow when the luxu-
ries of the American home, like
television sets, and washing
machines were lavishly displayed
as if to mortify Soviet citizens in
hard circumstances of their strug-
gle to produce elementary com-
merical goods at popular’ prices.
Mr. G. D. Birla in gis Moscow re-
port tells us that the element of
snob-exhibitionism spoilt the ef-
fect. In contrast the recent Pri-
tish Exhibition in Moscow was
designed not to advertise supe-
riority ,but to furnish samples and
goods of utility for impecunious
people with the result that the
whole stock got sold and large
orders for the future booked
against the Earl's Court Exhi-
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bition. The psychology in contrast
is significant.

I have given the first-hand
story of Vice-President Nixon’s
impression of a Bangalore crowd,
but the naivete is not peculiar to
any Republican President as may
be seen in the impulsive conduct
of the present Democratic Viee-
President in  his recent transit
through India after the virtual
write off in Laos where there was
more armied demonstration than
active intervention to stabilize the
neuatral status of Laos. I give the
story:

New  Delhi, May 18 (PThH—
U.S. Vice-President Lyndon Johnson
delivered his first public speech in
Delhi by the road-side in front of
the Red Fort this evening.

Mr. Johnsou, who was on his way
to see the fort, took the police, news-
men and  the people by  surprise,
when he suddenly  stopped his car
on the main road, walked into  the
crowd jamming one of the footpaths
and  declared:  “India and  America
are fricnds and they will ever so re-
main.”

An American interpreter, who was
following in another car, rushed to
his aid and the crowd checred and
clapped as he translated Mr. John-
son’s speech in halting Hindi.

Sccurity men had a hard job con-
trolling the people, who attempted
to shake hands with Mr. Johnson
after almost every sentence.

The joint communique issued
by Mr. Lyndon Johnson and the
Prime Minister was itself of a
googly type full of ambiguities.
Mr. Nehru was not anarently
particular about capitalising on
the event. In my view, it should
have been a joint communi({ue
signed by Vice-President Lyndon
Johnson and Vice-President S.
Radhakrishnan since they have a
common role in the Constitution.
What made Mr. Lyndon Johnson
bounce out of the agenda and
address a pavement meeting after
the «extempore style of Khruschov
in New York is difficult to per-
ceive. The incident betrays the
dominance of the Naive Amgrican
who in diplomatic pull cannot be
hailed as a dynamic improvement
on the Ugly Counterpart now
being superseded by a new type
of Harvard scholars and sporting
economists.
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LAND REFORM LEGISLATION AS
ELECTION BAIT
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The draft legislation for Land
Reforms on évhich the States have
been working for more than four
years is again thrown into the
melting  pot by new directives
which the Planning Commission
has just issued. It is obvious that
the legislation will not be finalised
before the elections so that it will
remain as a carrot for the tenants
and a sword for the landowners,
disposing  both to play for the
favour of the Congress. The com-

lexion of the Congress Party,
which  had as many as cleven
Pril]()t‘s among ltS SllCCCSSful can-
didates in the rcecent Orissa elec-
tions against fourteen in the
Ganatantra Party, is so mixed that
land reform legislation which has
remained in the air for the last
fourteen years may continue to he
so for a long time cven after the
elections. 1t other parties realised
this and made a firm offer confirm-
ing existing occupation and fair
rents, the uncertainty and com-
plexity of the Congress proposals
would be exposed, saving at the
same time the right to property,
consistently with the economic in-
terests of the country.

The Congress has not been able
to deny that the atomisation of
land in inalienable basic and
family holdings is against the
trend in all countries, including
communist countries, which is® for
large scale farming as a mecans of
raising productivity. The inalien-
ability blocks outside investment,
which in the past reduced to some
extent the financial disparity bet-
ween town and village. It also
reduces the borrowing capacity of
the tenants, which accounts for
the phenomenal rise in interest
rates which has taken place. It is
anti-socialist because it perma-
nently blocks ownership of land
first to a little over a fifth of rural
households which have no land, to
a quarter of households =~ which
have less than one acre of land,
which between them now have
only one per cent of the cultivated

land. The injustice to this popu-
lation has not so far been explain-
cd to them as an act of favour of
the Congress to the middle class
of households because of their
wlitical importance. It is this
same class which has been dis-
closed by the reports of the Re-
serve Bank and recently by the
reports of the Central Co-opera-
tive Bank of Delhi to have the
exclusive benefit of Co-operative
loans and Block Development
expenditure.

The proposals  the Planning
Commission is now making to
change land reform legjslation
will  come as a shock to those
landowners who expected to be
treated at least on the same basis
as their tenants, First the right to
resume laud for personal cultiva-
tion will be withdrawn, The only
concessions made are that owners
may be allowed to resume up to
a basic holding (one-third of the
tamily holding) and 50 per cent
of the tenant’s land, up to a family
holding. Whether this will consti-
tute an infringment of Article 31
to follow one’s occupation will no
doubt be raised in courts because
even the amendment made covers
only dispossession in favour of the
state and not of third parties. The
expedient of vesting the land for
a short time notionally with the
State may be found to be legally -
void.

The second proposal is to follow
the Kerala communist legislation
and retrospectively declare void
transfers of land to relations and
others. Like the legislation against
the zamindars this will be found
void by courts and will call for
amendment of the Constitution.
The Congress prefers this inverse
process because the de facto posi-
tion created by it strengthens the
indefensible de jure position subse-
qluently. It does not realise the
elementary responsibility of a
civilized government not to act
illegally in the face of the know-
ledge and experience of the law.



The third proposal is to have
. a uniform proportion between rent
and produce of the land, because
at present this varies between one-
sixth in Gujerat, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, to one-fourth in Assam,
Kerala and Orissa and one-third
in several other States. The Plan-
ning Commission proposes that it
should be one-fourth to one-fitth.
This implies an increase of rent
in a few States and a decrease in
many States. Is such uniformity
justified consistently with contrac-
tual rights freely entered, depen-
dent on the varying conditions of
soil, rainfall and agricultural prac-
tices in different areas? The revi-
sion will add to the unnecessary
employment of staff, litigation and
corruption, not to speak of a fur-
ther estrangement of relations bet-
ween owners and tenants. This
proposal is linked with two
others.

The Planning Commission pre-
fers linking rent to land revenue.
This is relatively simple and scien-
tific but will not be pursued be-
cause too many tenants who en-
joy favoured rates will resent hav-
ing to pay more on account of
the general average and the ratio
which government themselves will
raise, if the connected proposal
that rents will be directly pay-
able to government is also en-
forced. In the circumstances, the
offer of ownership has little signi-
ficance because it does not spell
more than permanent tenure
rights. In fact, if inalienability is
attached, it spells much less. Both
the proposals however have good
propaganda value because their
implications not being understood,
they can be made to appear as a
great gift from the Congress
Party. '

The Planning Commission con-
siders that the results of existing
Land Reform legislation are dis-
appointing because “collusion and
evasion have gone unchecked by
the administration”. The proper
conclusion for the Planning Com-
mission was that the impersonal
agency of the State not only de-
prives the weaker section, sought
to be favoured, of the human ap-
proach in the variou  issitudes
of agriculture but i.....aces in-
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efficiency and corruption, and pos-
sibly politics, in the very alphabet
of the economic life of the coun-
try which agriculture represents.

The tragedy is that Land Reform
has remained in golden mists be-
cause few have explained and
the people have notF understood
its implications. All opposition

arties, communists cxcluded,
should therefore join in a plan
which promises security of tenure
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and ﬂxity of rents to existing te-
nants and enforces leadership on
owners by making their rights to
land and rents dependent on in-
troduction of approved practices
in agriculture. Through the ins-
trument of reduction of rent and
revenue related to the introduc-
tion of such practices, not only the
tenants will be gratified and benc-
fited but also the owners and the
whole country.

A DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN’S APPEAL
FOR UNILATERAL ACTION

Mes. W. H. Ferry, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Funp For Tue REPUB-
wLIC in an address to the American
Association for the United Nations
made a powerful, unambiguous
and unqualified plea for unilateral
disarmament from which the fol-
lowing is taken:

- 1 believe peace to be better than
war, survival better than suicide;
civilization better than barbarism,
compassion better than vengeance.
Unilateral action represents those
virtues better than any other ap-
proach that I know about. Unila-
teral disarmament is far from a
perfect solution to history’s most
tangled conundrum, but there is
o perfect solution. Our choice is
limited and ranges only from the
repugnant to the impossible. The
successful continuation of the cold
war program for years ahead
would be the next worst thing to
war itself in its effects. Slogans
have been so successfully substi-
tuted for the truth that efforts to
peep behind them are denounced
as treasonable, or as debilitatin

to the general “will to resist”. If
public discussion has already be-
come so corrupted, think what it
will be after another decade of
increasing economic dependence
on the arms race and increasing
psychological dependence on the
image of the enemy.

Under the impact of the arms
race, Science has become Prime
Minister;, of the realm. Wisdom,
politics, and morals have all been
ousted from our highest councils
by Science, whose injunction is to
do whatever it is possible to do.

¥ .

The result is a dehumanization of
society and the brutalizing of us
all. So far has the de-humaniza-
tion of man progressed that few
cven notice any more that wisdom
and compassion have gone, and
thought is dispossessed by techno-
logy. The degrading of our com-
mon life is so far advanced that
it is hard to imagine a weapon
development that would occasion
generaﬁ) public revulsion,

Unilateral disarmament is dic-
tated both by practical self-inter-
est and by a moral concern for
civilization and the future of
humanity itself. These cannot be
served by thermo-nuclear war.
The third and last world war will
produce no victor, only the van-
({uished. No one has shown how
thermo-nuclear war can assure the
survival of American institutions
and values. Unilateral disarma-
ment would be a great nation’s
attempt to turn away from tech-
nology toward wisdom, away from
armed force toward new concep-
tions of politics and power.

Unilateral ~ disarmament  has
been attacked as the counsel of
cowardice. Yet it would take great
courage and vision and confidence
in American ideas to put down
our arms for the sake of humanity.
It takes neither courage nor vision,

only taxes, to keep on our present -

course, Unilateral disarmament is
not a simple or agreeable pres-
cription: it is merely the only
practical, and the only moral,
alternative.—Courtesy: The Pro-
gressive (WISCONSON).
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ALLOCATION FOR GIRLS’ EDUCATION
By M. RUTHNASWAMY

Is the allocation of 11 crores in the
Third Plan enough for girls’ education?
Mrs. Durgabhai Deshmukh thinks it is
not enough and pin-pointed her dissa-
tisfaction by resigning the Chairman-
ship of the National Council for
Women's Education as a protest against
the shabby trcatment which girls” edu-
cation has received.  All those  that
are interested  in girls’  education will
endorse her dissatisfaction. For what are
11 crores dishursed in five years among
15 States going to do to promote girly’
education  out of and bevond  the
backwardness  in which it has  been
allowed to stagnate? It is a tremen-
dously long leeway that girls” ednca-
tion has to make. After 153 years of
Congress rule the literacy percentage
is omly eight for women as compared to
that of men which is 25 per cent. The
proportion of boys at the end of the
Secorxd Plan period to the population
in the age-group 6-11 years is 79 per
cent while in the case of girls it is only
40 per cent, while at the end of the
Third Plan period it is expected that
the proportion in the case of girls will
o up to 60 per ‘tent against 80 per
cent in the case of boys.

And it is this yawning gap that must
be filled. The 11 aores  allotted to
girls’ cducation in the Third Plan pe-
riod will not do it. If the S9 crores
provided in' the Second Plan period
achieved a literacy of 235 per cent for
men and eight per cent for women the
promise of 180 crores in the Third
Plan with 11 crores for girls’ educa-
tion is not going to accelerate the
growth of girls’ education_at the rate
required. That is to say 1/15 of the
total provision for primary education
is expected to bridge the gulf between
the states of boys’ and girls’ education.
All the assurances of the Prime Minis-
ter to Mrs, Deshmukh that more libe-
ral provision for ‘girls’ education .as the
result of the intervention that he has
promised  will not achieve the * end.
Unless the allocation is quadrupled to
Rs. 50 crores for girds’ education, the
protests and promises of the Minister
of .Education will not carry us near
enough to the goal. To secure this re-
allocation the expenditure on  bovs’
education nced not be redvced. The
extia money for girls' cducation eould
be got out of the amount allotted to
that educational Jusury and experiment
of doubtful . utility—basic ~ education.
Three-fourths of the expenditure ‘on
basic education may be switched on to
expenditure on girls’ education with-
out any ' detriment to sound  edu-

cational progress. Similar reduction
may be mgde on expenditure on gene-
ral second?l-y education for boys, uni-
versity edutation and professional edu-
cation of university standard. These lat-
ter form the superstructure of educa-
tion—the foundations are primary edu-
cation—and the foundation of primary
education is girls” education.

For, according to the educational
maxim, “when vou educate a boy you
are only cducating an individual, when
vou are educating a girl you are edu-
cating a whole family”, it is girls’ educa-
tion that is the paramount need. Most
of the social and economic backward-
ness of the country may Dbe traced to
the poor progress in girls’ education,
The very slowness of the progress of
primary education and literacy may be
traced to the fact that the women in
the family are not literate. If they were
educated up to the end of the primary
stage, they would be interested in the
expansion of the education of the boys.
And  what a difference an  educated
mother would make to the life of the
family and the life of the village! In
all  backward and underdeveloped
countries a dead set is made for the
education of girls. As a report on Edu-
cation in East Africa dated  pre-war
savs, “if men from the primary  and
secondary  schools marry wives  who
have had no schooling at all or none of
any value, the educated fathers will
have the greatest. difficulty in passing
on the benefits of their schooling to
the children, and if it is necessary to

_ensure that the resources spent in rais-

ing each generation a further stage shall
have cumulative effect on succeeding
generations, it cannot be  achieved
without educating the women”. And Mr.
Kaymbu, an East African leader, depos-
ed to the Committee, “unless our women
are cducated our progress is bhound
to be slow; our houses cannot be sani-
tary until our women are educated”,

In the Prime Minister’s letter to Mrs.

Deshmukh  he assures us that girls’

education. is one of the most important
among the sogial ‘services. Perhaps he
would be more: practical with generous
allotments particularised in so many
crores to - girls’  education, if he
could see that. girls’ education is nof
merely a social welfare service but a
protective and productive service. Girls®
education is of economic simportance.
If he will refer to the Report of Lord
Linlithgow’s Commission on Agriculture
to which he has made more than one
reference, he vrill find this statement:
“In no profession is the fortune of

ra

-A CHARTER FOR
ANTI-SYNTHESIS

The reorganization of States on
language basis is treated as a
charter for oppression and par-
tial disenfranchisement of people
speaking any other language than
that which enters into the name
of the particular State. Those who
were full citizens until the reorga-
mization are being thought to
have suddenly become second
class and unwanted citizens. It
takes very little time for a mob
which has got excited tsr some
reason to pick up this psychology
of the local government and com-
mit barbarities. Even in cases
when State Governments and State
legislatures do not openly go as far
as this, they nurse sugh notions
in their minds which affect the
State administrations in practice.
It is needless to say that this is a
crime against national unity. The
‘outsiders’ in any State are a sym-
bol of the unity of India and of
the growing synthesis. The more
recent the immigration, the more
important is the contribution to
synthesis. Far from being treated
as ‘outsiders’, therefore, they
should be treated as forerunmers
of a better order of things and of
Indian unity and respectfully ac-
corded fullest mental and exter-
nal equality with those who speak
the nominated regional language.

All States are really multi-lin-
gual as Dr. B. C. Roy says and
this misguided charter for oppres-
sion and anti-synthesis must be
withdrawn and thrown into the
sea. The prospects of losing votes
in the General Elections should
not deter statesmanship from do-
ing the right thing. C.R.

the individual worker, however hum-
ble his lot, more dependent upon his
own skill and judgment, and in none
is the possession of a sound elementary
education, and of the halanced and
progressive outlock that it imparts,
more likely to prove ‘of commercial
advantage’, than in the profession of
agricutture.... .. Our enquiries into the
educational system of India in its bear-
ing on-rural development have left us
firmly ‘convinced of the great import-
ance to rural development in this coun-
try of the spread of literacy among the
women of. India.”" -



‘THE WAY WE LIVE

TODAY...

says housewife PREMA SOQONDERII of Bombay

*THE WAY WE LIVE TODAY,” says Mrs Prema
G. Soonderji of Walkeshwar Road, Bombay,

swe all want new and better things.

«sURF for instance. Today, I am proud of
my washing because SURF makes such a

brilliant job of it

SURF washes everything in the Soonderji
home—shirts and saris, towels and sheets.

WHY NOT SURF IN YOUR HOME ? SURF cuts
your washing work in half, yet gives you
washing that's fresh and gloriously white.
See SURF's extra washing power at work ip

your home today.

urf'gives you the
WHITEST WASH

A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCT
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WISHFUL THINKING
By S. NARAYANA AIYAR

13

Referring to the progress made by
his Plan schemes, Mr. Nehru said at
the meeting of the National Develop-
ment Council: “We come more and
more to grips with the subject and
find that the subject is more compli-
cated than perhaps we had imagined
to begin with, and also the more we
advance the more difficulties come in
our way. That indeed is almost, we
might say, a sign of our advance”. This
is what one might call wishful think-
ing with a vengcance. In fact, in any
human project, the normal experience
is if the people in charge start and go
about it the right way, the initial diffi-
culties may scem insurmountable, but
as they get their teeth into the job and
progress forward, the difficultics tend
to disappear, things fall more and more
into place, and the working of thtf
project  tends to grow smoother. It
Pandit Nehru thinks about the matter,
he may perhaps realise that the reason
why a path, which seemed fairly
smooth when he started on it, bristles
with difficulties and obstacles now is
that he has taken the wrong road in
going about this business of hastening
the advent of national prosperity, and
instead of laying the flattering unction
to his soul that his dificulties are a
measure of his advance, assess them
for what they really are—the ine-
vitable results of his wrong appoach.

Nobody denies that the government
of a country has a right and
the duty to make broad large-scale
plans as to the directions in which the
general industrial activity of the coun-
try is to be guided, to allocate priori-
ties and so on. The contention of the
critics of Mr. Nehru's planning, parti-
cularly those of the Swatantra Party,
is that for detailed planning and exe-
cution under one concentrated manage-
ment and supervision that is being at-
tempted in the name of socialism, the
industrial, agricultural and commercial
activity of a great country of the dimen-
sions of India is so huge and varie-
gated_a job that it is impossible to con-
ceive of, let alone create and put into
function, . a body with the necessary
competence to handle the job with
the requisite efficiency. The bun-

“glings which our planning Kodies
have perpetrated and are perpetrating,
and the difficulies which Mr. Nehru
is meeting with and claiming them as
indications of progress are ample proot
of their contention.

“It is rather difficult to understand

that type of mind, because it has

no relation to fact or redity or
the thinking of today. ... Apparently
the struggles fJr peace, some peo-
ple think, cad best be achieved
without this kind of organised plan-
ning, which really means an organised,
intelligent and intellectual approach,”
says Mr. Nehru referring to his Swa-
tantra Party critics. In a sense Mr.
Nehru is right, particularly considering
the nature of the audience he was
addressing which was overwhelmingly
composed of prospective candidates for
the Congress ticket for the forthcoming
clections which Mr. Nehru holds in his
hands. Their thinking of today” is
Jargely confined to the one issue (how
to continue in and advance along the
power road that the Congress has
opened out to them) and our criticism
of Nechrus Plans has  certainly no
relation to it. It is high time that
somebody told Pandit Neliru how pre-
posterous it is when he claims a
monopoly of an intelligent and in-
tellectual approach to the problem of
Indian reconstruction, especially when
his methods are called in question by
Rajaji. It has long been universally
recognised that in the Gandhi entourage
of which Pandit Nehru was such a
distinguished ornament, Rajaji was the
top intellectual. I remember an
occasion when Sardar Vallabbhai Patel
told the Congress referring to Rajaii,
“there is one thinking man amongst
us (the “us” including the entire No-
change party which then commanded
a majority in the Congress) and he is
at Salem.” It is in answer to that
selfsame Rajaji’s criticism of his Plans
that Pandit Nehru so habitually faunts
the intelligence and the intellectuality
of his own approach to the problem.

“Every country, whatever its policy
might be, recognised the importance
of planning,” stressed our Prime
Minister. In saying so in defence of
his Five Year Plans and as a
refutation of the criticisms , of his
Plan schemes the Prime Minister con-
veniently forgot that it is not the class
of planning which every country
recognised as important that his critics
(particularly those of the Swatantra
Party) are attacking but his special
brand of planning on the communist
model with an inordinate dependence
on a huge centralised bureaucracy and
a series of mammoth Government-
owned and  Government - operated
organisations that consume enormous
sums of money and produce precious
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little in_the shape of results. And on -
this aspect he has nothing to say.

The two most obvious results so far
of the socialist programme which our
Prim¢ Minister has been trying to
implement with such missionary fervour
are an enormous concentration of eco-
nomic power in the hands of the State
organisation which makes the Minis-
ters, their aides and the senior officers:
of the Government a sort of overlords
of the rest of the community. Because
of the need of every small industrial.
organisation to approach a variety of
government officials in respect of this
permit, that sanction, that other loan
or allotment, only people who can
hire full time public relations offizials-
can at all hope to do business. The
overall result of all this is to concen-
trate small type business in the hands.
of fewer people.

While Mahatmaji acted in perfect
good faith in placing on  Jawaharlal
Nehru the mantle of leadership of the
Indian nation, every public act of his
distinguished  successor went against
Gandhiji’'s ideals. It has tended te
lower the average of Indian national
character. The Government services have
as a result of a large number of factors,
such as indiscriminate expansion, in--
adequate training, general fall in
educational standards and consequently
the average equipment and character
of recruits, deteriorated so badly that’
they are hopelessly inefficient all round
with corruption and nepotism rampant.

The Congress politicians and the-

. government servants of the higher

grades jointly constitute the new ruling
class and are well off and can and do-
look after themselves and friends and’
relatives and spend on themselves and
their comforts crores of rupees raised’
in taxes, and crores more begged and’
borrowed from other countries all in-
the sacred name of “service to the-
masses of the people.” The masses of
the people who are the ostensible-
recipients of this service groan under
the pressure of intolerable poverty and’
taxation. This is certainly not the-
Swaraj which Tilak claimed as his
birthright. It is certainly not Mahat--
maji’s Rama Rajya.

Who knows? Real Swaraj may be just:
waiting round the corner if our millions
pick up courage to assert themselves and
take the liberty which nobody else-
can give them. The process will per-
haps be hastened by more and more
if our younger generation realised’
that fighting for truth and justice is-
a more satisfying and in the long run
more fruitful path to power than acting
as ‘yesmen’ to those already in power
or helping to buy votes at elections ie
support of Congress candidates.
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FOR YOU, MY SON...the great dams that will help us to produce more food, th
fertilizer factories that will coax more from our soil, the bridges and highways that wil
link village and city, electricity undertakings that will power our industries, the hospital
that will minister to the sick, the schools and colleges where dedicated men and wome:

-will teach our children...This is the Tndia of tomorrow which ACC and India Cements at
proud to help to bring into being.
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JOURNALIST WITH A MISSION

Many tributes have been paid to
Mr. Khasa Subba Rau by public men.
Never did anybody deserve them more.
1 would like to add mine as coming
from one who was privileged to move
rather closcly with him in what might
be called the domestic sphere, without
actually being a relative.

About twenty-five years ago there
gathered  around the banner of  the
Swarajya, the daily newspaper, many
comparatively young men who, while
following the liberal professions, also
conceived that they could further the
national cause through writing in the
Press. Only a few of them were jour-
nalists. The rest lent their skill and
enthusiasm  to  the conmnon cause,  As
the son of oue ol these, the late Mr.
N. S. Srinivasan, 1 was brought into
carly relationship with Nr. Subba Rau.
There were very few  things which
the youth could then understand  of
what their elders and hetters were
talking and writing about, But I could
readlily realise that perhaps no one in
all that bund was more respected by
his collcagues than Mr. Subba Rau. His
Lurning  sincerity was there for all to
see. His simplicity, the total absence ot
any affectation, even intellectual,  his
readiness to help every lame dog over
the stile made the deepest impression,
which the passing  years strengthened.
Mr. Subba Rau’s character was made
carly. In his case, the youth was the
father of the man.

What a noble band that was! Every
one of them was prepared to sacrifice
his carcer, and many did, for the na-
tional caunse. None of them was rich.
In fact, as I remember that  distant
period, not everybody knew where his
midday “tiffin” would come from. But
come it did. They cultivated patrio-
tisme, and literature on a litde oatmeal
and porridge. They had  deliberately
forsworn  creature  comforts  and
hopes of “promotion”,  though  they
were mostly the kind of people who
pursue these objectives and are often
successful. They took no thought for
the morrow, for provision would surely
be made. But if they had little money
to bless themsclves with, they were
rich i things of the mind. The amus-
ing part was that, though they were
fighting "the British, they were brought
up on English books. Burke avas more
familiar to them than Kalidasa, »and

.Mill they could quote from with

astounding facility. Shakespeare  and
the poets were open books to them.
They took jealous pride in their know-
ledge of English literature.

Mr. Subba Rau tended to float, if
this expression may be used, through
this assemblage of devoted men.  He
always gave the impression of being in
a company, but not of it. That was be-
causc of his ’tgh idealism. He brought
to the commbn task of liberating the
country a buming sense of mission,
which naturally took no account of per-
sonalitics.  Vigorous  without being
vehement, just without being namby-
pamby, he always went to the heart of
the matter. Straight like a falcon he
swooped on the quarry, and would not
et it go. Clarity in writing works like
lightning, it makes everything blind-
ingly clear. That was perhaps  the
chief characteristic of Mr. Subba”Rau's
pen. e was not given to prevarica-
tion. This it was that carned him his
considerable reputation. Indian jowrna-
lists who have made their muwk with
the pen are few. But Mr. Subba Rau
was one of them,

Many of the younger writers, in fact,
owe much to Mr. Subba Ran. He had
the  happy  facility  of  en®uraging
them. His own example of careful. con-
scientious  and just writing  inspired
them to emulation.  Furthermore,  he
went out of his way to make them give
of their best. He would accept nothing
careless  and shoddy. When he  was
pleased, he was generous in praise. By
precept and by example has he been
the maker of many a comparatively
young writer today.

The death of such a writer and such
a man creates a void that cannot be
easily filled. To those who were ad-
mitted to his friendship (even with his
younger contemporaries he could make
an art of friendship), it is much more
than a void; it is a catastrophe.

N. S. Ramaswaru
>

A DEVOTED PATRIOT

Journalism was a spiritual adventure
with Khasa Subba Rau. He could not
think or write about anything without
intense and almost religious passion.
It was this characteristic which made
him a class by himself among journa-
lists, He was not interested in news
scoops or clever tripping up of poli-
ticians. But when he felt he was ex-
pounding a good cause, he went -after
it whole-heartedly.

I had the privilege of working with
him in Indian Express. Our tem-
peraments were different but we agreed
that each should he free to deal with
current problems in his own way. We
got on nicely together as the problems
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we were interested in were  diflerent.

tle had a very sensitive mind in
which good and evil took exaggerated
proportion and this made his writings
fascinating. He hyl no  difliculty in
changing his opinion about persons and
things if his heart told him to do so.
Ie had no necessity to go through the
process of rational justification for the
change. His emotional make-up made
it necessary for him to have a hero
and 1 believe he was never so spiri-
tually satisfiecd as during his last years
when he became a whole-hearted  fol-
lower of Rajaji. By Subba Itau’s dis-
appearance, Indian journalism has lost
a colourtul personality, a devoted pat-
viot and a fearless advocate of righteous
CUUSCS, K. SANTHANAM.

DOYEN OF JOURNALISTS

At a meeting of the Advertising
Agencies Association of India, Madras
Region, held  at  the Cosmopolitan
Clah, Madras on Iriday the 23rd June
the following resolution was passed, all
members standing

This meeting of the Advertising

Agencies  Association  of  India  ex-

presses its deep and profound sense

of sorrow at the death of that doyen
of Journalism and a true friend of

Indian  Advertising, Sri Khasa  Sub-

ba R
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MANY FACES OF Mr. K.

If there is one leader, more than
any other, who has been the centre
of the stage in world affairs in the last
few years, it is Mr. Khrushchov. Until
the American elections began to hit the
headlines, the talk cverywhere  was
about his political adventures and per-
sonal conquests. For the three or four
weeks he was in New York for the U.N.
Assembly Session he was making news
almost every day, be it on the public
thoroughfares or from the hotel bal-
cony, and nearly set the West River
on fire. At the General Asscmbly itself,
he stgle the show from all the other
Prime Ministers and heads of States as
much by the violence of his tactics as
by the vigour of his personality. His
suggestions were bold, though his dip-
lomacy was rude. His actions were incx-
plicable and his tantrums unpredict-
able. Heedashed about like a bull in a
china shop and hurried back home,
leaving the spectators gaping dumb-
founded at the shambles.

But there scemed to be a method
in all this madness of Khrushchov's
behaviour. The outbursts were often
deliberate, and not too elaborately pre-
meditated. The indiscretions were calcu-
lated. Sometimes visible under the rug-
ged and unruly exterior was an un-
doubted seriousness of purpose, apart
from the flair for showmanship and
the genius for propaganda. Did he not,
after all, win the heart of the Indian
Prime Minister breaking through the
armour of his idealism and refincment
by his aggressively friendly approach?
The charm of his bear hug was evi-
dently irresistible, though he could bear
his claws and fangs at the slightest
provocation and scare away  anyone
from President Eisenhower and Ham-
marskjoeld to the lesser fry from other®
nations. What kind of man is this
Khrushchov, of whom the world out-
side was not aware until the death of
Stalin? Where lies the secret of his
thundering success at home and
abroad? What explains his rise to
power and popularity?

Some of these questions and others
are sought to be answered at length
by K. A. Abbas in his well-timed book
on Khrushchov based on his three-
hour interview with him and against

* FACE TO FACE WITH KHRUSH-
CHOV: By Khwaja Ahmed Abbas.
(Rajpal Sons, Kashmere Gate Delhi;
12 Rupees, pages 220).

* KHRUSHCHOV’S RUSSIA: By Ed-
ward Crankshaw. (Penguin Books,
pp. 175, price 2/6 shillings).
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the background of his frequent visits
to the Soviet Union. He supplements
his direct information on the subject
with the impressions from casual talks
with the man in the str%t of Moscow,
represented by a barbef a writer, an
industrial worker or a student. Written
in a breezy style, the book, however,
follows a cinematic pattern of presen-
tation that might impress the adoles-
cent more than the informed. The au-
thor presents his subject as essentially
a man of the people, a dynamic lea-
der who had awakcned the Russian
masses from the terrible nightmare of
Stalin’s dictatorship. He gives him all
the credit, or much of it, at any rate,
for  decentralisation of industry, for
the emphasis on consumer goods and
light industrics, for stepping up food
production (and popularising maize cul-
tivation), for improving the livestock
(fattening the pigs, in particular) and
for the general trend of liberalisation
at home, In forcign relations, he is
hailed as the inaugurator of a new era
of peaceful co-existence with the capi-
talist nations, of personal contacts with
other leaders. He had done his best
to dissipate the cold war tensions
before  launching the peace offensive
and giving the call for disarmament,
we are told, which is only true, by
and large.

It is a bright picture that the author
paints of the life and work of Khrush-
chov. Tt is, perhaps, good as far as it
goes, but it docs not go very far. The
praise is superlative and  unqualified.
For many things said, there are many
others (probably more) left unsaid.
While the rapprochement with Tito’s
Yugoslavia is made much of, the crush-
ing of the Hungarian revolt is conve-
niently. forgotten. While the debunking
of Stalin, after he had been safely
locked up in the glass coffin at the
mausoleum for three years, is related in
glowing terms, the elimination of poli-
tical rivals like = Malenkov, Molotov,
Bulganin and Zhukov is hardly men-
tioned at all. Nor the discomfiture in
the Polish compromise.

As a  necessary corrective to the
gushing paeans and effusive panegyrics,
worthy of the official handouts of the
Foreign Languages Publishing House,
one. could tum to the more balanced
assessment of Edward Crankshaw in his
study of Khrushchov’s Russia. This
work is much better informed on the
facts of Soviet life and politics and its
analysis Of recent changes is by far the
more subtle and perceptive. While ap-
proving of Khrushchov’s domestic policy
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as being generally a move in the right
direction, he gives the rcader the be-
nefit of a scarching enquiry into the
motivations of every major shift in the
urgency of its political context. In spite
of the increasing evidence of the iron
hand benecath (and sometimes without)
the velvet glove, he does not believe
that Khrushchov has much in common
with his fearsome master. But it is just
as well to ponder a little on the fol-
lowing puassage: “These  miserable
nonentitics wanted to destroy the Party
and the Soviet State ... They raised
their treacherous  hands  against Com-
rade  Stalin Stalin—our home; our
desire;  Stalin—the light of advanced
and progressive humanity; Stalin-—our
will; Stalin—our victory”.

Who spoke these frenzied words of
adoration? Not Molotov, not Malenkov.
But the doughty author of the great in-
dictment of the Personality Cult, It was
Khrushchov  himself speaking at  the
infamous trials of “Trotskyites” in 1937.
Oune could hardly believe one’s eyes or
ears. It is an interesting point that
Crankshaw  makes in emphasising the
fact that the silent process of debunk-
ing Stalin was set in motion by
Malenkov  himself, long before  the
official impeachment by Khrushchov. It
was  Malenkov too who instigated the
writers straining under the gag to take
courage into their hands and turn sati-
rists, if need be. And he got more in
the process than he bargained for!

After the collective honeymoon fol-
Jowing the death of Stalin, which was
naturally short-lived, it would scem that
Khrushchov was using all the political
manocuvre at his command to elimi-
nate Malenkov and company from the
way to his capturc of the Kremlin. If
Malenkov said that nuclear war would
end in world disaster, Khrushchov
would promptly retort that it would
only end the capitalist world and not
the Soviet Union. When the one
plumped for consumer goods, the other
harked back to hecavy industries and
while the one strengthencd the mana-
gerial class (of administration) the other
countered it by putting the party ap-
paratus on the trim. In breaking the
industrial directorate in Moscow and
scattering the power among the eco-
nomic councils in the regions, Khrush-

chov was decentralising the structure s -

well as  weakening the hands of his
rival whose stronghold was the Moscow
concentration of administrators. When
once Maltnkov was safely tucked away
in *some power station in the arid

wastes of Tadjikistan, Khrushchov began °

to implemeut the same discredited
measures, without saying it in 50
many words.

(Continued on next page)
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“EDITED BY.......”
By SRIVATSA

The name, Mowbray Morris, on the
title page of a bhook may not signity
much to modern readers of  English
literature. As far as could be seen, he
made no great name for himself as a
man of letters. But if he was not the
rose itsclf, he at least lived near the
rose.  His edition of Boswell in  the
“Globe™ series is certainly not as well
known as that of Dr. Birkbeck Hill.
Yot it was his introduction to that clas-
sic which implanted in a young mind
some twenty years ego a love of Eng-
lish literature which only death could
destrov. It came as a relief to the metal-
lic essay of Macaulay on poor Bozzy.
This is a violent caricature, but the
adolescent mind could not quite realise
it, and its cffect was rather shattering.
tiow could such a baboon have writ-
ten such a delectable book? The anti-
dote which Morris  administered  cured
the disease. Tt was  casy to see not
only why Boswell came to write the
life but also why he could not have
failed to write it. When one reads the

MANY FACES OF Mr. K.

The mamner in which Molotov was
despatched to Ulan Bator and then to
Vienna, Bulganin was disgraced  and
then pensioned off, Zhukov was bricfly
glorificd and then cast away and other
ivals  (like Kaganovich, Shepilov cte)
neatly  climinated, makes a revealing
chapter in the war of succession. Soon
after the Hungarian trouble, Khrushchav
is supposed to have called the Soviet
writers to a garden party and threat-
ened to shoot them down if they went
altogether out of hand. This was off the
record, of course. To survive in a com-
plex world he must have many faces—
one  paternal and grim by turns  at
home, avuncular to new friends in Asia
and  Africa, Big Brotherly to bloating
China, and sinister to the West, though
smiling at times.

If Lenin was the liberator and foun-
der, Stalin, the cousolidator and defen-
der, Khrushchov may try, in his own
wiy, to live up to the role of the builder
of gn carthly paradise. Whatever may
be the truth of his professions for world
peace, it is beyond doubt that he is
striving for a prosperous, enlightened
and powerful Russia accordings to his
lights, all the while keeping the rivals
at a safe distance from the Kremlin
throne. If he is not so black as his ene-
mies paint him he is neither so simple
as his admirers would have him.

CHITRAGUPTA.

introduction  again today, oue recog-
nises the essential justness of it all.

A copy of the “Poet’s Walk” edited
by Morris hfs happened to fall into
my hands. This anthology has the be-
nefit of another introduction by Morris,
and the years seem to have  been
spanned. There is the same reasonable
thought, the same invitation to taste
of literary delights, the same smooth
phrase. 1f the critic who writes intro-
ductions to the books of other people
cannot  be regarded in a high light,
there could be no doubt that, all the
same, he does render some useful ser-
vice, by which not only the young
may benefit. The anthology edited by
Muoiris is not what another taste would
have made of it. But then anthologies
are individual books.  Ideally, cvery
reader should edit his own for his own
use. As this is not possible, the next
best thing to be done is to amass a
number of anthologics, to add to Pal-
grave aund Quiller-Couch. It will go
hard if, in all this mass, the reader does
not find his account. Morris is always
a useful guide to taste.

Students, of course, are much
beholden to this class of critics. There
are fashions in this as well as other
things, and A. W. Verity does not scem
to be aceepted today as the essential
guide  to Shakespeare that he  was
sometime ago. In the hands of most
students there were to be found copies
of his editions, which appeared under
the “Pitt Press” imprint. There could
have  been no better cicerone. His
introduction, while simple and suited
to the capacity of the young students
who read him, nevertheless hinted of
the great things in Shakespearean cri-
ticism and knowledge that they might
read if they chose. It was a happy
blending of the useful and the alluring,
qualitics which also adorned his edi-
tions of Milton. Verity was able to
withstand  the competition of the
“Arden”  edition, at least with youn-
ger students.  The latter edition was
rather more advanced, and one could
indulge if one pleased in the delights
of textual criticisin. Is it not to Theo-
bald, whom Pope despised, that we
owe the famous line, “He babbled of
green ficlds”? A few years later, there
appeared the New Cambridge editions.
The first volume devoted to “The Tem-
pest” contained a long introduction by
Quiller-Couch, which it is a delight to
read. Dover Wilson disported himself
mightily in the ocean of textual criti-
cism. The volumes, rather dark gray-
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brown in colour, look well on the shelf,
slim and neat. The Penguins then in-
vaded the field, but Dr. Harrison’s edi-
tions are limited in scope, providing
only the text of the play and a few
pages of comment. Across the years
Verity still beckons invitingly. It is still
a pleasure to read him. He who comes
to Shakespeare through this genial edi-
tor is certainly fortunate.

George Saintsbury is nothing if not
magisterial. His style has been im-
pugned, and it is, in fact, not very easy
to defend it. But his lcarning and his
zest to communicate to others his love
of books make him an admirable “in-
troducer” of books, if the phrase may
be coined. He provided a prodigious
number of introductions to English as
well as French books, and they are all
worth reading in themselves. Himself
somewhat of a character (his “Cellar
Books” have been proncunced splendid
by the cognoscenti), he gloried in other
characters. Peacock is caviare to the
multitude, but Saintsbury could make
even such a mediocre book as “Mclin-
court” (mediocre when considered com-
paratively, that is to say, it would have
made the fame of a lesser author)
delightful, and compel the reader to
graduate to “Misfortunes of  Elphin”,
“Maid Marian”, and “Crotchet Castle”.
If it is the function of an editor to
create interest in the author that he
edits, Saintsbury, for all his eccentri-
cities, must be recognised as the prince
of them all.

But he also serves who stands and
waits. There are many humble editors
of whom no memory remains after the
book is laid down. Yet they are also
necessary in the kingdom of letters.
Some are only called upon to write
text-books  for tender understandings.
But many of them do so remarkably
well. Some others are very unobtrusive
indeed, and perform the minimum of
their functions. All of them have their
uses. The literary editor, for all that he
has essentially a menial part to play,
deserves well of the commonalty of
readers.
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CAPITAL COMMENTS

SWARAJYA

THE PRICE OF A VICTORY

By JUNIUS

NEW DELIIL: Not ceven Rus-
sin’s Gagarin has suddenly  be-
come more  glamorous after the
adventure of his space-light than
Orissa’s  Bijoyanand ~ Patnaik  in
the wake of his spectacular, even
sensational, electoral victory., The
press which has its own peenliar
way of at once recognizing and
l)()('xs‘ling one who ‘does the trick’,
has started screaming about ‘the
man who led the Congress to
victory” and also familiarizing to
the world his likeness. The Pat-
naik of Patnaiks (for Utkal Pra-
desh abounds  in Patnaiks) s
more lhan Orissa’s man of des-
tiny: he is a (if not the) saviour
of the National Congress, who has
shown the path to the Paradise
of office and power. He deserves
to be more widely, though all
about him may not vet be fully,
known.

When such a man appears on
the stage asking  for  attention
(and applause), it is enstomary to
ascertain “what arms  did - vour
man carry in the serried conflicts
of his time?” But the time is per-
haps not yet when one can know
what arms or astras Mr. Patnaik
carried with him in wresting vic-
tory out of frustration and des-
pair and saving his home-State
for the Congress. It may still be
a trade secret—and politics is
today very much of a trade! Of
course, it is always open to others
to guess, whether wrongly or
shrewdly. But no magician shows
his hand so easily without creat-
ing in the spectators a kind of
illusion. And as for Mr. Patnaik,
he has, paradoxical as it may
seem, not yet recovered from the
%hock” of his success.

The excuse for a rebellion, they
say, lies in its success. So it is in
the case of a political adventure
or electoral gamble. Mr. Patnaik
gambled heavily, a trifle too
heavily, but then he has emerged
unscathed out of the game—and

qualified himself for the Chief Mi-

nistership of Orissa as well as for
higher leadprship in the Congress.
It is not burprising that States’
leaders elsewhere are after him
for ‘tips’! “If you wish to know
about elections,” said Sir Winston
Churchill once, “I am the person
to tell you.” But though he has
fought more eclections in his life
than Mr. Patnaik has done or can
ever do, the British statesman’s
experiences could not have been
so strange or sensational or thril-
ling as the Orissa leader’s and he
is certainly the person who could
tell us, particularly his colleagues
in the Congress, about elections.

In the interest of India’s politi-
cal awakening, Dr. Keskar could
have asked Mr. Patnaik to talk on
the air (not of course, in the air)
on ‘How to Win Elections—at
short notice and despite tremen-
dous odds. But perhaps that will
be, in. wartime phraseology,
‘dropping dangerous hints to the
enemy’! Mr. Patnaik may, hows
ever, address the next Congress
at a sceret session, on the subject
on which he has emerged as the
country’s biggest authority. If elec-
toral leadership in the Congress
will, however, conform to the
Patnaik pattern, there nced hardly
be any doubt that the Congress
will sweep the polls as ‘convinc-
ingly’ in other States as in Orissa
—and not less so at the Centre
where the stakes are higher.

There is no victory that has not
its price. The enterprising Mr.
Patnaik knows it to his cost. A
gallant bruiser, he will rough it
out while it will necessarily take
him some time to lick his wounds.
If his stakes were high, his sacri-
fices were great. He is, however,
the type of man who, when bent
upon a ‘win’ does not mind the
cost, and one who, when he dares,
never grudges the throe. Elec-
torally, he has delivered the
goods; politically he has to deli-
ver themx, He has his plans. He

-
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is endowed with imagination, and

with a fine sense of anticipation.
He knows that he should %eep
his party intact and that in order
to save it from possible defec-
tions, he has got to do a thing
or two.

It is in the interests of his party
and his own that his chief rival
and whilom leader, Mr. Hare-
Krushna Mahatab should be pla-
cated and rehabilitated. He knows
that the so-called inquiry into Mr.
Mahatab’s activities during elec-
tion period is just the kind of
weapon that is capable of cutting
both ways, and may harm both of
them. So the shrewd man that he
is, Mr. Patnaik is thinking in terms
of strategy. He is credited with
the desire of finding Mr. Hare
Krushna Mahatab safely installed
on some pinnacle outsidé Orissa.
It is a good theory that those
whom Chief Ministers of States
find inconvenient nearer home
should be found sanctuaries or
sinecure jobs outside. Ordinarily
the strategy would have worked.
But Mr. Mahatab was supposed
to have been indifferent to Dr.
B. C. Roy’s overtures. Further, he
has since gone about the wrong
way by criticizing the Prime
Minister (which Mr. Nehru conld
generously forgive) and the Plan
(which Mr. Nehru cannot tole-
rate). Yet, from a long-range point
of view and in larger interests,
Mr. Mahatab may not yet be
given up for lost. And whatever
he may have lost, he has not, it

e seems, lost Mr. Patnaik’s active

support in so far as elevation at
a respectable distance goes! In
U.P. Mr. C. B. Gupta is supposed
to have the same generous inten-
tions in regard to Dr. Sampurna-
nand.

Incidentally, in the case of some
vanquished politicians Governor-
ships may come in handy, for
there are some falling vacant.
Not all our Governors are recon-
ciled to their lot. They are think-
ing of other things while others
are thinking of the places that
they desire to vacate. One thing
is certain—all blanks will be
filled, ne matter by whom.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWARAJYA

ORISSA ELECTIONS IN RETROSPECT

Sir,—Certain broad facts have to be
emphasised concerning the Orissa mid-
term-elections to show whether a real
political ~ victory has been gained.
The Congress secured only 14.8
per cent of the total votes of -the
State and yet people are asked to be-
lieve that this is a tremendous victory.

In one South American country, it is
the rule that if there are more than onc
party contesting the elections, the party
that gains the largest number of votes is
given a certain number of seats in the
Cabinet the next largest party is given
a certain number and all the others a
certain fixed (but reduced) number of
scats. Thus in the State of Uruguay, the
party which obtains the largest number
of votes is given 5 scats in a Cabinet of
9, the next largest party gets 3 seats
and the ether parties get 1 scat each.
This balanced composition of the Cabi-
net makes it impossible, even if a majo-
rity were to be from one party, to override
at every stage the minority viewpoint;
for if they did so, the possibilities are
that they will be thrown out. But when
the minority is given an absolute power,
it tends to dictatorship.

Madras. V. K. Suxpar.

EFFICIENCY INDEED!

Sir,—At Rajkot, on June 11, the
Union Minister for Industries is re-
ported to have asserted that state enter-
prises were ecfficient. In the recent Bud-
get papers it has become known that
on an investment of Rs. 708 crores in
state undertakings, the return is merely
0.51 per cent. Even if we ignore the
reports of the Parliamentary Estimates
Committee on state undertakings,
wherein a number of instances of gross
mismanagement and inefficiency have
been pointed out, the poor return on
the capital causes serious misgivings as
to the accuracy of the Minister’s asser-
tion. It is desirable to have an indepen-
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dent  commission of non-politicians to
investigate into the working of state
enterprises  and report tq the nation
which is made to finance fhem.
ARISTIDES.

VANITY FROM BORROWED
FUNDS

Sir—The Aid India Club has given
an open cheque for over two billion dol-
lars to the Nehru Government, albeit
as loan. President Kennedy has also
issued a certificate of good conduct to
the India Government on the endorse-
ment of former Ambassador  Ellsworth
Bunker that “he did not believe he had
ever scen money as usefully  and
wiscly spent as American assistance in
India”,

The average intclligent citizen who
follows the developments in this coun-
try closely is somewhat bewildered at
this testimony and wonders  whether
Mr. Bunker has heen perusing the
Audit Reports of the Government itself
which have appeared in the press pe-
riodically. Each report carries a tale of
culpable neglect, losses in crores, cor-
ruption and gross incfficiency,

Sugar, the trade in which is  the
monopoly of the Government, is pro-
duced in the country at a cost of Rs.
700 per ton and the Food and
Agriculture Minister is finding it difficult
to market it abroad at even half the
cost to secure the necessary foreign
exchange to meet obligations while the
Indian consumer is called upon to pay
Rs. 1,300 per ton to subsidise the loss
and to provide a margin of profit to
the Government. So with cement and
so will it be with iron and steel. It is
just they old proverb of the goldsmith
pilfering out of his own spouse’s jewel]
Every citizen,. rich, middle-class and
poor has been taxed to capacity directly
and indirectly and any further burden
will only kill the middle and poor
classes who unfortunately happen to be
the worst victims of the present poli-
cies. How is India going to meet
her obligations which are growing every
day?

- P. S. KRISHNASWAMY,

CONGRESS IS GOING
COMMUNIST

Sir,—Whether it is called Nazism,.

Fascism, Communism or Avadi Socia-
lism the commen characteristic is Sta-

Hism and the resultant.gagging of indi- .

vidual liberty and fundsmental. free.

July 1, 1961

Considering the achievements of the
Congress since Independence, we note
that it is a record of dismal failures in
internal as well as international affairs.

On financial matters the reports of
the Public Accounts Committee show
that the Congress is not  capa-
ble of prudent management of
public funds. Owing to the sys-
tematic curtailment of the fundamen-
tal rights, the soaring prices of essen-
tial  commodities and the  extremely
unbearable and increasing tax burden,
the Congress has made life miserable
for the common man. All lovers of
democracy should unite and act con-
jointly to give a crushing blow to the
Congress and Communists at the polls
in 1962. Let us hope that we will be
able to defend and protect our hard
carned freedom,

V. S. MutHuswamy

IS THIS SOCIALISM?

Sir,—Overzealous  Congressmen  in
the States want to out-bid  Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in their zeal for so-
cialism by introducing all the ugly
features of communisin. Take for ins-
tance, the proposed land legislation in
Mysore, under which a ceiling of 27
standard  acres is fixed for the land-
owner. The stringent condition of self-
cultivation is tacked on to such reten-
tion, under which a landlord in
S. Kanara will not be left a square inch
of land, as all land in Kanara is and
has been enjoyed, as a rule, through
an immemorial tenancy system known
as  chalgeni, self-cultivation being an
exception.  Resumption of land from
such tenants for self-cultivation is made
impossible and impracticable by several
stringent conditions. The landholders as
a class will virtually be expropriated
without being able to retain even that
little extent of their land within the
ceiling limit and will have to accept
a quantum of compensation which is
less even than the solatium granted
(in addition to compensation) in ordi-
nary land acquisition cases. Though
the amendment to Article 31 vests the
power of fixing compensation with the
legislature, is it just and moral to give
but a nominal compensation arbitrarily
determined by the legislature and bear-
ing no relation whatsoever to the value
of the land? May be, the landholders
are a minority, but they are a consi-
derable mdnority who would be smart-
ing pnder such gross injustice. Has

the Congress Government any scheme

of - rehabilitating  thesé
landholders? L

Is it just and fair that the land-
holders as a class should be expropriat-

d' Wi%( "&llowlns them even tO
_'?‘-‘?i_“ ia,:? A ) B
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enjoy that portion of land w.'ithin the
ceiling limit? It is expropriation to fix
a ceiling  on land but to decree that
event the lund left for the owner conld
be cnjoved only in a particalar way,
and preventing by stringent c(mdltans
free resumption, can have the only in-
tention of depriving the landlords of
an honest and honourable livelihood to_
which they are entitled under the law
of the land. T ask Shei Panditji, with all
humility, as to whether this is the So-
cialism that he wants of his partymen
to introduce in the States. 1 ask the
people whether they want to vote such
a Congress to power again at the next
clections.

Mangalore. U. C. §. Biarr.

ELECTION AHEAD:
CONGRESS TACTICS

Sir,—In a parliamentary  democracy
what is wanted is fuir and free clections.
What is the lesson of the  mid-term
Orissa clections?

Besides the slashing charges of  the
P.S.P. on the Congress tactics of “colos-
sal misuse of money, large-scale bri-
bery, purchase of votes”, T have ‘hud
confirmation  of these charges  from
other independent  sources. While the
Congress wias nervous about getting 55
scats, they have now secured 82;

The following points have now  be-
come clear:

1. The Congress is not going to
vacate just prior to clections.

2. The Congress has through its
amendment of the company law
collected huge suins for election
purposes.

3. In the last clections the cost was
on the verge of Rs. 40,000 for
an M.P’s seat.

4. In such a climate, there is little
chance for talented men' of
character who are neither rich
nor have the backing of money-
bags, piled through permits,
licences and hot favouritism.

A wag added that everything is fair
in love, war and elections. Gandhiji’s
Congress is now floating over mounting
discontent  and unconscionable  prices.
What of it? She has taken a good start
in the Orissa mid-term  elections. The
wearts adopted to achieve this end will
disturh Gandhiji’s heavenly rest!

K. R. R. SasTry.

SUICIDAL TO REPLACE

. ENGLISH
* Sir,—] fully support all that Shri
" Rajagopalachari has written about lan-
guage under “The Lesson Of Assam”,
To replace English by Hindé q\ gven

."‘ e

SWAKAJYA

another vernacular will be suicidal not
only to the unity of the country but
also to the cause of cducation, the
stundard of which has alveady started
declining  because of the neglect  of
English in the schcols in most of the
States. Fanatics of Hindi and the other
regional languages have posed a prob-
lem to the counry, which is more harm-
fu) wwd dangerous than the occupation
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of India by the Moghuls or the British.
These national cnemies have to  be
fought with the same or more courage,
devotion and  determination as we did
in the fight for Independence. It is a
pity there are very few in the coun-
try who have the courage and out-
spokenness  characteristic of Rajaii.
Calcutta, June 18.

(Pror.) J. M GanguLL
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SIXTH YEAR,

For five years now I have been
raising my wvoice ' against the
things that go on, waming against
dangers shaping agdinst us, "and
hoping against hope that men and
Government may turn from folly
and  vanity to wisdom. The
SwarajYA's sixth year is also the
sixth year of my protest. KuHAsA
Sueea Rau s  no longer available
in the flesh to pray with me,
encourage, help and bless. But his
spirit continues ta be watch and
‘ward over his-great little journal,
which. symbolises and expresses
the national thirst far SWATANTRA,
for the .ending - of t’i/ranny and
suppression,-and for the establish-
ment of true freedom which is the
natural and straight-path to the rea-
lisation of man’s full potentiality.
- The latest victory of the Gov-
ernment ‘party in Orissa marks a

crisis. Democracy is in peril. The
DOrissa stink is enough to rouse
the most sleepy among us. The
scandal remains unrepudiated. If
the- party in office is free to per-
petuate ‘itself by being in office
and using its power during elec-
tion: - time, if Ministers, their
minipns and. go-betweens are free
to collect funds. for the party-
chest and spend-withgut reference
to legal restrictions, and Govern-
ment -contractors are placed at the
helm . of affairs, then perpetual
egntinuance: of the same party. in
effice- is certain, and . democracy
stands shut down. . . . -
«+ With this erisis plainly threaten-
ing- national - freedom, - the. sixth
year -of - this ‘fournal - begins.. May
every reader. pray: with us “Satyam
eva jayate, na anrtam”, and see
courage and energy- from the
Source of all power. C.R

“AMN’T T PROSPEROUS?.
By C: RAJAGOPALACHARL ". . =

~ In a permit-licence-raj, often it
may hdppen that some pedple get
a larger share in the, total ircome
of the nation_ than before. Indi-
vidual businessmen ‘may not only
have a feeling of incrcased pros-
perity but® also entertain an
illusion of improved national pros-
perity. But a larger share to some
few, out of a total that is smaller
than what ‘it should be, urider a
free economy is not a gronnd for
preferring a permit-licenee-raj.” A

‘moré even ‘and e‘r’luitﬁble share in

a larger total is what ‘a just
citizen should aspire’ to. - Indus-
trialists and others who flourish
in the sunshine of the Congress
Government ought to realize this.
They should look at things as they
move in their ewn affairs. If they
do- this, they can easily realize
how energy and enthusiasm, and
even, brains, play with increased
activity and produce. more ‘when
there 'is individual interest than
when that is ruled out. What is
true. in. the instances befor€ their
eyes is also true in the affairs of
the nation, which are conducted
beyond their ken. It “fs repre-
hensible. selfishness to . prefer a
permit-licence regime to a_ free
economy just because it happens
to bring in, at the moment, more
money to oneself. National eco-
nomy. and its ups and downs. will
wultimately “react on indiyidual
affairs although there is* a’ timié
lag in between, .- . .7 7
_ Suppose’= the” total =T éhl’fll.%o”g
of = a community .is “Rs. ~100,
and .ouf -of . this, forty = per:
sons:. get - each- Re._.1; the. re-
maining Rs.-60 is available to be

Iliiv;‘dedf among ‘ the ,rést A of thg

. community. Suppose; “instead, ia

a permit-licénce-raj, eight favour
ed persons :get-each Rs. -5, and
the remaining Rs; 60 is 'divided
among the rest, eiglit persons: feel
that the economy has improved.
But the-main.body. of -people- see
no difference. Again if the regulae
tions are further tightened and
six favoured individuals get Rs. 8§
each, then the rich will have. got
richer, and the. remaining . Rs, 52
diyided- among; the main body of
the  community: will give. each
somewhat less - than  what they
were getting before. This would
be so even- if -the total earning
were Rs. 105 instead of Rs. 100.
This miniature picture "gives the
simple arithmetic of the pheno-
menon of. increased- national . in-
come,. but_the rich getting richer
and -poor, paorer, in_ the economy
laid dewn by the Congress Gavern-
ment. -And if as.a result of loss

,of . incentive,. the total, is ,reduczs

from Rs. 100 to Rs. 95, the fu
for -the general- bedy, would. be
only. Rsv 47 and each of. them
would be .getting defipitely .less
than before, although each one. of
the favoured.class, woyld.feel very
well off ‘and praise- the regime..
AL fhose “whom _mateialis
egoism has not made ‘completely
Hlind ‘and "deaf. to, what' i§‘-’g6j:§
on "around them:cin - seg fio
the ‘goad, thoufh somewhat* 137y,
peuple’’ of - thid Fmd-*gre Thei
rapidly “trapsPormed By -the, PN
cles of the S?én;:r,e%fs' Goverriment
into a nation of bBusy inffigaérs:
as Silvio ‘Gesell ir'ii"rigg ]‘o{f:glagér



The Congress Government is

exploiting the universal desire for

equality of opportunity while
incessantly maintaining gross in-
equality through its policy of
permits, licences and quotas. It is
obvious that equality of oppor-
tunity issues out of the free market
and open competition, and not out
of favours got through dparty go-
betweens. The two-fold strength
of the Congress Party is the imma-
turity of the electorate and the
money support of the permit-
licence-quota holders to whom fat
monopolies are granted. Heavy
taxatfon is borne easily enough by
the wealthy, because through
higher prices it is all transferred
to the r consumers below, who
bear all the weight of the direct
as well as the indirect taxation.

It may take long for business-
men to realize that present money
is not the most precious of their
earthly possessions, and that their
future is written on the wall if
they pursue their present policy
of making hay while the sun
shines. Communism is marching
forward, its chariot horses being
the Congress policies of confisca-
tion, undermining of fundamen-
tal freedoms, permits and licen-
ces, and heavy taxation.

A little self-interest, the fear of
losing some small present advan-
tage for oneself, is enough to
block the large general interest
from one’s view. Self-interest
makes man apathetic about the
growing evil of Statism even as
a ragged umbrella is enough to
hide the great sun and keep the
heat off one’s head. A couple of
square inches of a fan near the
eyes are enough to hide the
whole world. So great is the

wer of something near to one-
self to make people fail to realize
or watch with unconcern a great
public evil and allow it to grow
unchallenged. It is easy enough
to buy peace for aneself in some
way and remain content while
misrule, corruption and intolerable
taxation are getting into an irre-
movable permanent condition of
life in Indi

SWARAJYA
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TOWARDS BECOMING
A NATION OF INTRIGUERS

The following extracts are taken
from The Natural Economic
Order by Silvio Gesgll (of whom
J. M. Keynes wrote; “I believe
that the future will learn more
from the spirit of Gesell than
from that of Marx™):

The Natural Economic Order
might also be called “The Man-
chester System,” the economic
order which has been the ideal of
all true lovers of freedom—an
order standing by itself without
intervention from outside, an order
in which the free play of eco-
nomic forces would rectify the
blunders of State-Socialism and
short-sighted official meddling.

The choice lies between private
control and State control of eco-
nomic life; there is no third pos-
sibility. Those who refuse to
make this choice may, to inspire
confidence, invent for the order
they propose attractive names,
such as co-operation or guild-
socialism, or nationalisation, but
the fact cannot be disguised that
all these amount to the same thing,
the same abominable rule of offi-
cials, the death of personal free-
dom, personal responsibility and
independence.

Shall nature, with iron logic,
carry out the process by natural
selection, or shall the feeble rea-
son of man—of present day dege-
nerate man—take over this func-
tion from natureP That is what we
have to decide.

In the Natural Economic Order,
selection under free competi-
tion untrammelled by privileges
will be determined b rsonal
achievement, and will therefore
result in the development of the
qualities of the individual; for
work is the only weapon of civi-
lised man in the struggle for exist-
ence. Man seeks to hold his own
in competition by constantly
increasing and perfecting his
achievements. ... Beyond all doubt
free competition would favour the

efficient and lead to their'increased
propagation; and that alone would
suftice to ensure the ascent of
man.

If, on the other hand, we de-
cide for State control of economic
life, we exclude nature from the
process of selection. Human pro-

agation is not, indeed, formally
}')nanded over to the State, but vir-
tually it passes under State coa-
trol.” The State determines whe-
ther and at what time a man can
found a family, and what sort of
upbringing he can provide for his
children. By paying its officials
different salaries the State at pre-
sent intervenes decisivqu in «'the
propagation of those in its Service,
and in the future this intervention

would become general.

The type of human being
which pleased the State au-
thorities would become the
prevailing type. The indivi-
dual would then no longer
gain his position by personal
capacity, by his relation to other
men and to his surroundings; his
success or failure would, on the
contrary, depend upon his rela-
tion to the heads of the party in
power. He would obtain his posi-
tion by intrigue, and the cleverest
intriguers would leave the largest
number of descendants—endowed
of course with the qualities of
their parents.

In this way State con-
trol of economic life would in-
fluence the breeding of men, as
changes of fashion in clothing in-
fluence the breeding of sheep, and
determine the numbers of white
sheep and black sheep bred. The
authority composed of the clever-
est intriguers would appoint,
promote or degrade each indivi-
dual. Those who refuse to
become intriguers would fall into
the, rear, their would become
less numerous and fihally disa

pear. The State mould would

form men. A development above

the it produced would be
impo:s)i'glee. F
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UNWANTED CO-OPERATIVES
TO INVADE TRADE

By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Co-operation is the Bluebeard
of the Indian economy, partly
because the Government regards
it as a halfway house to commu-
nism and largely because it
spreads political power and pat-
ronage to the largest number on
the credit and cash of govern-
ment and of countless small in-
vestors. ' Beginning with credit
societies, it has done turns with
multipurpose  societies, hand-
loom, warehousing, sugar, cot-
ton ginning, joint farming, hous-
ing societies and is now thinking
of consumer societies, with loans,
subsidies and import licences from
government. The Natesan Com-
mittee has made proposals for
the expansion of consumer co-
operatives on two presumptions,
first, that the Indian economy is
incomplete without them and
second, the public credit and
money is available without limit
to set up a three tier organisa-
tion of primary stores, the district
wholesale stores and the State
wholesale emporiums.

Trade in India from the hawker
and the Kiosk keeper, to the
small and big shapkeepers in
every street and village is, if any-
thing, over-developes and over-
competitive. The purpose of con-
sumer co-operatives in other
countries was, first, to reduce
monc:gi}y, second, to save on costs
and third, to serve customers of a
class who were prepared to trust
each other, on.one hand, and to
risk their own capital on the
other, to be their own suppliers
and consumers. There is no mono-
poly in our trade. Secondly, our
trade works on the thinnest over-
heads, the owners working for
themselves in various capacities.
On the other hand, the Committee

roposes that the Central and the
gtate Governments between them
give a subsidy of Rs. 1200 for
each primary store and Rs. 12,000
for each Apex store as managerial
subsidy in addition to meeting

]

the cost of their own supervisory
staff. In respect of loyalty of the
members, there is not one single
consumer  co-operative  society
which depends exclusively on the
business of its members. Even
controlled commodities, the sale
of which alone has enabled the
survival of most of the existing
consumer co-operatives, are sold
to the general public.

The Committee never cared, it
appears, to examine the working
of existing societies. It could be
said with assurance, that there is
probably not one of them which
is even now not having investi-
gations for embezzlement. At the
moment, the Andhra Weavers’
Co-operative Society has distin-
guished itself, even according to
the memorandum of four of its
directors, by reducing within the
last six years its reserve of
Rs. 24.35 lakhs and the Govern-
ment grant of Rs. 3493 lakhs to
the meagre balance of Rs. 17.55
lakhs. It started spending Rs. 5.67
lakhs on a cafendering lant
five years ago which has still not
worked and Rs. 10.67 lakhs on a
spinning mill of second-hand and
rejected parts, which is regarded
as a waste. The 51 co-operative
sugar factories are responsible
for the present high price of
sugar, which if decontrolled-would
cause them to be liquidated be-
cause of their high capitalisation,
which their promoters, nearly all
from the Congress, may have
found to their personal advantage.

What the country is going to
pay for the scheme of expansion
of consumer co-operatives is
difficult to calculate as the num-
ber of stores or districts and
States to be included is not
ﬁiven. The commitment for each

owever can give an idea of the
crores that will go the way of
political subventions. It is expect-
ed that each District store will
have 100 primary stores and each
Apex store at least 200 member-
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stores. Government is to partici-
pate in the share capital of pri--
mary stores to the extent of
Rs. 2,500 and of Apex stores of

Rs. 50,000. Central financing

agencies will provide credit to
the extent of twice the owned
capital and Co-operative Banks
to the extent of four times the
owned capital. The losses are to
be shared in the ratio of 50-40-10
by the Central Government, State
Government and the State Co-
operative Bank. For the construc-
tion of shop-cum-godown, govern-
ment assistance is to be given at
the rate of Rs. 15,000 for primary
stores, Rs. 25000 for District
stores and Rs. 50,000 for Apex
stores. Exemption from sales tax,
concessions in income-tax, licences
for imports of consumer goods and
special agencies for the State
Trading Corporation are some of
the other proposals for assistance.

It passes one’s comprehension
how the Government of India
could appoint a Committee which
could make proFosals to spend
public money for merely dis-
engaging private trade in favour
of a small body of persons whose
only claim would be their Co-
operative label. But this is the
story of Co-operation which the
public never realises. For instance,
the credit given by the Reserve
Bank annually has advanced
from a few lakhs .in 1947
to about 150 crores last year.
This is public money, which could
have been used to promote enter-

s prises in which people risk their

own resources. It has been given
at 2 per cent below bank rate,
when more than ten times that
rate prevails in the villages for
that class of borrowers. The Re-
serve Bank itself has admitted
that the borrowers are the limited
class of well-to-do farmers. They
use their loans to hoard grain and
-raise prices for the rest of the
population. The movement has
not dared to claim so far that any
significant portion of the money
has been used in improvement of
agriculture.

There is no probe more urgent
than into the money spent and
the results obtained from .Co-
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‘One of the earliest acts of phi-
lanthrophy which goes to the cre-
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own initiative. This is partiéularly
so because the party charged with

dit of Mr. Patnaik, who is a real -~nthe large scale evasion is the party
genius in the art of making money, 3% in office both in thes concerned
was the institution of the Kalinga' _State and at the Centrg.

Prize, given to scientists who could:
interpret the progress of inven- "~

tions in popular language. Amongst
such authors are Julian Huxley,
the latest being the Science-
columnist of the New York Times.
It has won a glamour akin to the
Nobel Order. The gift of explain-
ing how unexpected phenomena
occur and the real motivations of
conduct is the subject of research.
It would be interesting if the
theme assigned for the next award
is the secret of Congress Success
in Orissa. According to politicians,
who freely make use of Mahatma
Gandhi’s name, means and ends
should have an integral connec-
tion, a proposition frequently ad-
vanced by the Prime Minister. lu
Orissa, actually both means and
ends were pretty foul and the
challenge for an enquiry to as-
certain the means is likely to end
in condemnation, if democracy
and clean deals are to have any
place in the future of India.
Such large scale and notorious
evasion and infraction of the elec-
tion law by a political party on
behalf of all its candidates can-
not well be left to individual com-
plainants to agitate before the
election tribunals but should
rather be subject matter for a
comprehensive and thorough in-
vestigation by the Election Com-
mission and Government on their

Unwanted..'...

‘operation. Apart from the financial
‘burden, the people have to bear
also the economic and political
‘consequénces of large sums of
public money being spent under
false “wretences and inadequate
control, hy and for a few indi-
‘vidnals.- Tt ‘is also - necessary -to
‘properly - evaluate  the - Co-ope-
rative movement because of the
role given to it in farming. I
'there is to be Co-operation in the
country, it ‘must be genuine and
not political, ‘

& L] «

Jeep-transport is not of immensc
significance in American life; but
let us imagine that in the last
elections of the United States the
Pentagon had placed a tremen-
dous fleet of cars at the disposal
of Richard Nixon, Republican
candidate, on behalf of President
Eiscnhower who backed him. The
result was a narrow defeat for
the Republican party, so narrow
indeed that in Indian conditions
there might have been a writ
petition or some other legal pro-
ceedings to invalidate the choice.
When  mid-term  elections  were
sanctioned for Orissa by the High
Command therc was a marshall-
ing of 150 jeeps on hehalf of
the Congress Party. Mr. Ashoka
Mchta reported the phenomenon
but there was an increase in the
number of vehicles without mark-
ings, highly suggestive of bor-
rowed transport. The elections
over, these jecps are possibly on
their return-journey to Headquar-
ters. A little paint-work would
hide the mystery when large
numbers of wheeled traffic comes
under the patronage of Defence
authorities. If a parallel episode
had happened in the Party-strug-
gle of the United States last
November, there would have been
a tremendous uproar; but such
trickery is inconceivable in a
mature democracy where orga-
nisers are accustomed to play the
game. Members of the Adminis-
tration ranging from the Presi-
dent-in-power to the county-judae
and post master are all on the
-alert as guardians of clean legal
procedure without any . taint of
hias or graft. The_convention and
the practice are maiptained with-
out anv need of a suspension’ 6t
authority in connection with poll-
ing. But can it be said, that after
recent experience that the propo-
.sal of President’s Rule for a short
-period in India is‘an unregson-
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able precaution against positive
jerrymandcring and corrupt mani-
pulation on a Kalinga scale?

o o L 4

Prime Minister Nehru, on his
return from his Manali holiday,
remarked sarcastically that he
sympathised with the Opposition
parties in Orissa because ';xe .had
no doubt the Congress would win
and the others would suffer from
a beating. The whole purport of
the  Constitutional  restrictions
against the debauch of moncy-
power has been openly flouted, so
much so there is no particular
shame in the admission of pur-
chase at the elections. When all
the non-Congress parties in Par-
liament combined against legisla-
tion legitimising the squeeze for
funds from business-firms in the
licence era, the excuse of the
Home Minister was that in Indian
politics they all were accustomed
to do it and that those who lived
in glass-houses should not throw
stones. The graft permitted, it has
been well under exploitation for
the marshalling of votes. The
normaley of expenditure allowed
under the law has been out-
rareously violated and it runs
wall ahove the conjecture of Mr.
Ashoka Mchta after the Orissa
poll. Tf it is argued that the rate
of inflation in currency negatives
ceiling expenditure for a candi-
date, we might as well despair of
even the restoration of decency
in public life. The value of money
has declined but with what face
can the champions of Indian
democracy suggest that the quan-
tum of briberv should rise corres-
pondinaly? Such problems did
not affect results in American
elections because there was no
need for a moratorium in the
power wielded bv the ruling
party, whereas in India such a
precaution in the form of Presi-
dent’s Rule is necessary, if we
don’t want to deceive ourselves
and also.beguile foreign ohservers

‘who “are sure to 'sée’ throngh

frauds whilst being I}é]it_'ely ‘silent
about mercenary transactions. - .
° L [ 4

. There is a spasm of alarm in

the region of Kuwait, the oil-rich

tract operated by foreign concerns
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who had acquired concessions
some decades ago. Abdul Karim
Kassim, the Baghdad dictator, has
suddenly proclaimed that “the
borders of Iraq extend to the
South of Kuwait”. It has been
discovered that for a nominal
price at the close of the past
century (Rupees fittcen  thou-
sards) some Sheikhs of the time
had given away Kuwait and that
the transaction itself was a piece
of forgery which the military
junta of Baghdad is prepared to
prove. The congeries of Sheikh-
dom are in no mood to accept
the version, and as a consequence
ot their appeal, British warships
arc on the alert in the Persian
Gulf region. The theory of “un-
cqual treaties” is very much prized
by resurgent nations tempting
them to repudiate ancestral com-
mitments  and  liabilities.  China
has shaken off the burdens of
“unequal treaties”. When were
any treaties certified to be signed
on precise equal status? The Pen-
nsylvania Deal with the original
inhabitants of the United States
(Red Indians) could at this rate
be denounced. So could a contro-
versy be lit all over the world
‘where migrations culminated in
the settlement of human commu-
nities from the day Adam and
Eve had to quit the Garden of
Eden for their sojourn on carth,
later named by poets as the
Valley of Tears.

L] o L

In Kerala, the censure-move
failed and the Pattom Govern-
ment continues in mid-term power,
There was much mud-slinging
through the split in the P.S.P.
party which has a Iot of intellec-
tual prowess and moral energy
under tragic erosion. Many of the
expositions of Ashoka Mehta and

Minoo Masani are difficult to

refute; nevertheless their appa-
rent preference for ploughing the
lone Exrrow adds to the hafflement
of electoral prospects in India.
Swatantra stands for a preliminary
stage of escape from Congress
totalitarianism ~ which.  promises
nothing but a regime of clique-
rule in India, which corruption
and chaylatanry should not be
allowed to maintain. SANJAYA.

SWARAJYA

JOBS FOR RETIRED JUDGES

Andhra Governor Bhimsen Sa-
char’s view that judges should
jot after retirement accept any
jobs from Government is sound
and worthy' of acceptance both by
Government and judges. What-
ever interest the Government may
have in the matter, it would be
the best course for judges to con-
sult one another, combine and
come to a decision that no judge
ot a High Court or the Supreme
Court should accept such gitts.
Like all gifts, these are dangerous
gifts, detrimental to indepen-
dence. Whether gifts come when
they are in office or after retire-
ment makes little difference, be-
cause prospects ot profit are cven
more mischievous in effect than
actual - bribery. When one  takes
the oath of oflice as a High Court
judge, it must be a part of the
oath, express or tacit, that he
shall  accept no office of  profit
from any authority or private in-
dividual therecafter.

A rumour is current in Madras
that a certain eminent Chief Jus-
tice  who has retired from the
beneh after a very long, distin-
guished and all-round  admired
period of office is being offered
an ambassadorship by the Gov-
crnment of India. While I hope
this is not true, I must say I can-
not reject the story as improbable,
knowing as I do the way in which
the mind of Delhi works in such
matters. On a superficial view it
may seem to be a well-deserved
honour to bestow on a Chief Jus-
tice who eminently distinguished
himself in learning, assiduity, and
impartiality. But on a deeper con-

[

sideration it should be obvious
that such a gift would be the
beginning of the end of the inde-
pendence of the High Courts. It
would set going a great deteriora-
tion of that quality which is an
integral part of a judge’s equip-
ment.

Looking forward to an import-
ant job in the gift of the Ministry
in office cither at Delhi or in a
State will undoubtedly affect the
public reputation if not the actu-
ality of a High Court judge’s
independence. ’

There are of course certain un-
avoidable powers exercised at
some points by Government in the
promotion of judges frqm lower
to higher ranks. But this is a ne-
cessary evil in the mechanism of
democratic sovereignty. It can be
reduced to the minimum by the
vesting of certain powers in the
higher officers of justice and in
the acceptance of certain conven-
tions in such cases about advice
and recommendation. But neces-
sary evils are no arguments for
necedless extension of such difficul-
tics. Certainly it is easy to have
a rule that no judge of a High
Court or Supreme Court shall be
offered any job by Government
after retirement. This would stop
a dangerous trend that has of
late disclosed itself, by reason of
extensions of service and commit-
tec and tribunal jobs carrying
salaries being distributed among
judicial officers. One of the essen-
tial safeguards in democracy is the
independence and impeccability
of judges and the confidence they
engender among people. C.R.
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INFECTIOUS PRECOCITY
By POTHAN JOSEPH

One of the proud claims of Mr.
Nehru is that India had a foreign
policy in advance of the attain-
ment of complete Independence.
Even before Dominion Status of
the Westminster type was envi-
saged, the Prime Minister, from
youth, enjoyed the privilege of
speaking in the Congress about
the international situation which
Mahatma Gandhi had assigned as
a subject for his survey, and
which, being of no immediate
consequence, was similarly ignor-
ed by leaders like Vallabbhai Patel,
who, realists, conceded the func-
tion as Mr. Jawaharlal Nehrus
speciality. The survey of the in-
ternational situation recurred from
the time of his attendance at the
Brussels Conference of the “twen-
ties which was by way of a
demonstration against vulgar im-
perialism. Many friendships were
then struck on that occasion: Mr.
Nehru made the acquaintance of
pioneers like Sukarno and Chou-
En-Lai who still in correspond-
ence refer to him as “Pandit”.

Again, during the Spanish Civil
War, Mr. Nehru persuaded his
Congress colleagues to send a
purse in the name of India to the
Provisional (Republican) Govern-
ment of Negrin, which was even-
tually blown up by the dictator-
ship of Franco with whose regime

we have now diplomatic relations.

to stress Portuguese rupture.
Official sympathy of the Congress
went on record as ‘anti-colonial-
ism’ long before the novel me-
nace of meo-colonialism’ put into
currency by the Soviet plenipoten-
tiaries in their “Troika” squabbles.
Thaoks to the model set by Mr.
Nehru as champion and chacha of
oppressed nations seeking libera-
tion, the image of Jawaharlal as
the prototype of freedom became
imprinted in the mind of a strug-
gling generation. Our nearest
neighbour Ceylon with the late
Mr. Bandaranayake caught the

irit of Nehru idealism, and
igxpughnut the psogress of Afro-
Asian agitation for an emanci-
pated existence, there was the

figure of Mr. Nehru as torch-

bearer wellknown for his wizar

in the prosecution ofe his foreign

go!icy, and his enthusiasm for
eing consulted in the creation ot

a Brave New World,

Almost from childhood when
he wore his Little Lord Fauntel-
roy suit, his vision far exceeded
the Indian horizon, and it is in
accord with his poetic imagina-
tion that he gets excited over
space-flights and atomic reactors
in the production of thermal
energy far in advance of conven-
tional sources.

To light an Indian beedi or a
Charminar cigarette, an ordinary
match is adequate, but we have
known of Princes with bejewelled
petrol-lighters with built-in tran-
sistor for music as a smoker’s re-
quisite worthy of the exalted pur-
chaser. Mr. Nehru’s mind operates
in the way of dashing enterprise
and gigantic installations. He was
in raptures over the Tarapore
venture of Atomic Energy on
which he piloted a special vote of
Rs. 51 crores outside the Planning
Budget. It is the first thing of the
kind in all Asia, just as HF-24,
recently hoisted in the air, is the
first thing of the kind in Asia.
One almost wonders whether the
fashion of issuing joint comimu-
niques after deliberations with
foreign V.I.Ps. has not become
popular after Mr. Nehru’s inno-
vation of it as a clue to the trail
of world-policy which has reached
its peak in Panch Shila. On that
occasion, India fared like Moses
at the Fair. Thanks largely to the
example he set of non- ignment
and the grip of UNO leverage, the
newly-liberated nations seem to

- have in sheer admiration adopted

his way of thinking and notions
of diplomacy. Even the small
State of Mali has its spokesman

as proud of his sovereignty and
neutralism in the precocioz fit of
freedom.

This wave of precocity is a
characteristic feature of tyforeign
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Corporation’s Message

The Deputy Mayor of the
Corporation of Madras has
sent us the following reso-
lution of condolence passed
by the Council of Corpora-
tion at its meeting held on
June 27, 1961 :

“This  Council places on
record its deep sense of sor-
row on the sad demise of
Thiru Khasa Subba Rao who
was a great patriot and fear-
less journalist, and who
fought for the freedom of
our country. This Council
further resolves to convey its
heartfelt condolences to the

members of the bereaved
family.”

gﬁﬁ)csy in the ex-colonial States
: e young statesmen ]

Mr. Nehru %md his evanzzll(icta(i
directives which make light of
immediate advantages and neigh-
bourly expediencies against ag-
gressors in the world, who, as his-
tory teaches us, take to the “For-
ward Policy” once they are in ex-
pansion, regardless of pet dogmas
about international etiquette, No
time is allowed for a seasoned

stage of sorting out means and °

ends, the first fascination of libe-
rationists being the Nehru image.
The reason for quarrels over cri-
teria in the definition of Neutra-
lism as proposed for the comin

Belgrade Summit Conference o
thg Uncommitted Nations, is the
existence of mental reservations
amongst nations who bear the only
affinity of having been recently
freed  from some foreign yoke.
Patrice Lumumba’s hurry in"hail-
ing a Soviet-alliance may be view-
ed in contrast with the concept f
gradualism displayed by Nigeria
in her cautious measures of deve-
‘lopmgnt before cutting capers in
a quick flight towards some Sum-
mit somewhere for global at-
tention,

Festina Lente (hasten slowly)
-ibsu an auxt;:)m of ancient wisdom,
but youth refuses to grudge itself
the pride of imitatimn.gl.'u g
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LANGUAGE PROBLEM OF THE STATES
By A.V.SUBRAMANIA AIYAR

The recent incidents In Assam must
open the eyes of everyone to the dan-
gers of not solving certain fundamen-
tal problems of our national life. 1t is
not difficult to solve the language prob-
lem of the States, if there is a proper
understanding  of it, and if there Is
genuine nationalistic spirit and good-
will on the part of those who are rul-
ing the country, and the people behind
them, to respect the rights and interests
as well as the feelings and even the
harmless prejudices of the minorities.

It is not wise to cry over spilt milk.
It is now too late to think of re-open-
ing the linguistic re-organisation of
States. Nor is it tactful on the part of
leaders to condemn or decry the spirit
behind the re-organisation as linguism,
as if one’s love of one’s own language
and devotion to it is unnatural or sin-
ful; of course the spirit of philistinism
and hatred of other languages which is
found among sections of the people in
certain States like Madras is harmful,
but this has not received condemna-
tion from responsible quarters.

We have to recoguise the existing
facts and proceed to devise measures
for the solution of the problem of the
official language of the States. The most
important fact is that though the States
have been constituted on a linguistic
basis, every such State has a large eles
ment of population speaking some
.Janguage other than that of the majority
of the region. Taking the case of Mad-
ras, there is a substantial percentage of
population  speaking Telugu. It has
been estimated that their number is
about four millions. It is likely to be
even more, according to the current
census. Those speaking Malayalam
form a substantial number, though they
may not be so large. In the same way,
taking the Kerala State, there is a larg.e
number of people ° speaking Tamil in
Trivandrum, Trichur, Alleppey, Cochin,
Palghat and other areas, Similarly, in
Andhra Pradesh and Mysore there is a
good number of people speaking Tamil
and Malayalam, When the fegional lan-
guage is declared the official !anguage
of a State under thlem Co_n:_tituh%:i it?s;

irit of legitimate linguistic patrio
i?]d adjustment to the needs.of the peo-
ple, and when English which is cor:(i
.nonly understood and has been us
for long is replaced, the \chang.e gives
rise to certain difficulties to linguistic
minorities. Beyond occasional and vague
references, no State Government  has

given serious thought to solve the lan-
. Taim —1atan Af thaca minorities.

The remedy is simple. In every State,
not only the language of the regional
majority, but those of minorities also,
if they constitute a certain percentage,
say for instance 5 per cent or more,
should be declared to be the official
languages of the State. This is contem-
plated by our Constitution itself and
the linguistic re-organisation of States
has not made this need less necessary.
Section 345 of the Indian Constitution
states as follows: “Subject to the pro-
visions of Articles 346 and 347 the
legislature of a State may by law adopt
any one or more of the languages in
use in the State or Hindi as the langu-
age or languages to be used for all or
any of the official purposes of the
State” (italics mine). Therefore the
proper thing for States that want to
enact a law under this Article is to dec-
lare ‘that not only the language used by
the majority in the State but those spoken
by the minorities also as official langu-
ages and define the scope of their use.
This will give psychological satisfaction
to the minorities, without the regional
majority language being affected or
lowered in importance in any way. For
instance, Madras should declare, in
addition to Tamil, Telugu and Mala-
yalam also as the official languages of
the State and define the purposes for
which they should be used. So also
should Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and
Mysore Governments declare Tamil
also as an official language of their
States and define its use. In Assam,
similarly, Bengali should be declared
an official language also and more libe-
ral provision should be made for its
use, than what was enacted recently,
which has brought serious trouble. If the
principle  stated above is  recognised
and acted upon the problem of the offi-
cial language of the States will be
solved.

In this connection, the example of
Switzerland is worth mention. In that
country the languages spoken by the
people are German, French and Ita-
lian. According to the census of 1931,
71.9 per cent of the Swiss people spoke
German, 20.4 per cent French and 6
per cent Italian. Over 90 per cent of
the people spoke German in 14 of the
92 cantons and Italian in one, while
French was similarly thought not
equally dominant in 3 cantous. Prof.
Coupland who has given these figures
in his book on Indian Reform, quoting
W. E. Rappard’s The Govemment of
Switzerland, stateS that since 1848 “the
principle has been firmly established

7

THE HANDIEST MEDIUM

In point of chronology, it would be
found that instruction in English had
long preceded the introduction of Cric-
ket in India. The slogan “Cricket
Hatto” from the Lohia Socialists would
be inconceivable when even a single
modernised State like Mysore has more
than one thousand Cricket Clubs to
engage the excitement of youth.

The complaint that it is not a Swa-
deshi pastime (there is no mention of
it even in the days of Akbar) would
be ridiculous, although on the issue of
retaining Englisk, Hindi-faddists ' look
upon that linguistic asset as an abomi-
nation of a pernicious character.

L] < [

There has been, latterly, a pause in
the agitation against the retention of
English, since (apart from the argu-
ment of utility) it is dawning on fogeys
that this particular legacy of the Bri-
tish is not of a-suddhi stigma.

In Russia, university students in-
variably opt for English as the second
language, the language of Tolstoy and
Pushkin being rich and universal
enough to serve the growth of science
and literature in the first instance. The
choice of English by Russian pupils is
not due to the love of Great Britain
or fondness for Americans.

In democratic society, we should be
prepared for a variety of ideas, but
they can function only if there is a
balance of healthy forces far from
extremist dogmatism. The craze about
linguism can be superseded by the pre-
servation of English for national inter-
State communications, & process which
the lessons of experience have already
begua to recommend to eur univer-
sities on a uniform standard. Fourteen
years in the wilderness represent a long
enough stretch for reactionaries to rea-
lise what must have been obvious to
the enlightened who unitedly should
now opt for nationalism and progres-
siveness, with no prejudice against the
handiest medium.

—Porrsn JoserH in a reverle on
Anthony De Mello: Courtesy,
Sunday Standard,

that all three languages are the ‘official’
or ‘national’ lenguages of Switzerland”,
Why sliould’ not States in India follow
this salutary example?

One cannot be sure that because the
remedy seems simple and reasonable it
will be easily accepted. At present large
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gek as if the people of .other States are
foreignérs. ~ This "attitude "has filtéred
down” to the “Mihisterial ‘Tevél also " ini
spme States as is evidericed by certain’
types _of inter-State "disputes and’ pro-
nouncements on them by  Ministers
This spirit which cuts at the root of

$octions of people of eneState focl and

SWARAJY A

Indtat  Nationalism and the sanctity *

of Indian citizenship has grown in re-

cent years in many States, ‘Even. with-

in the States themsclves communalism
and.-casteism ha))(c been: recoguised - and
adopted as State policy® under the pre-
text of social justice. Unless, this state
of affairs’ is changed and the spirit of
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the unity of Indian citizenship is reli-
giously fostered, all sorts of problems
abowt ldngtage and other ,matters will
arise and create disruptive tendencies.
The ruling: party has failed in its duty

cof properly studying and solving the

minority problems in its ush of power
and party strength.
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L e omuRE WRONG,' says Mrs. R. R. Prabhu, D/8, Union
™ “House, Mahim, Bombay 16. ‘And when it comes to clothes...
G ;Now,i wash all his. clothes with SUNLIGHT—and he's happy!
. So.amI: SUNLIGHT lathers wonderfulfy, makes my work so light!
-*And‘everything I wash-comes. up so white and bright—really
clean! Nothing 'but SUNLIGHT fo
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Housewives find * there's
nothing _like pure, mild
SUNLIGHT to care for clothes.
So will yow.

S0 KIND.TO CLOTHES

i) A HINDUSTAN LevER ropicT L
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CAPITAL COMMENTS

SWARAJYA

PERSONS, PLACES AND PREFERENCES
By JUNIUS

NEW DELII: Short of an offi-
cial announcement, there is enough
confirmation of our honourable
President’s decision to step out
of the Rashtrapati Bhavan at
the expiry of his prescnt term
which is the sccond. He has re-
sisted  pressure  from interested
quarters to prolong his tenure by
agrecing to an extension. His
reluctance to continue in his high
office—the highest within the gitt
of the nation—is not wholly due
to reasons of health or any sense
of fatigue, nor is it so much be-
cause of his excessive fondness for
setting up healthy  conventions,
while” he would certainly not
impede their growth in an atmos-
phere truly congenial for their
establishment. It is within public
knowledge that the President and
the Primc Minister, though their
personal relations are extremely
cordial, do not, however, share
the same political outlook. Even
fin days when they had fought
under the same banner and for
the same objectives, they were
differently inclined in their ways
of thinking. It was possible that
"differences, temperamental and po-
litical caused some strain to both
across the recent years, when the
clash between Socialism and Sar-
vodaya became pronounced.

It is not without a certain sig-
nificance that Dr. Rajendra Prasad
is not only slowly winding up at
Rashtrapati Bhavan but making
plans for Ashram life.and Sarvo-
daya work, so deeply suggestive
of ‘Gandhian moorings. It is proof
of his political wisdom and moral
easnestness that dear old ‘Rajendra
Babu’ has decided, none too
soon, to become unfettered and
work in his own way for the re-
vival of Gandhism or the re-
ascendancy of Gandhian valuts.

It will be wholly to his credit -

not to be weaned away from the
path he has chalked out for him-
self by any who, if for nothing
more than out of mere narrow
parochial interests or regional

3

considerations, are mischievously
inclined to egg him on for another
spell of Presidency. It is as right
that he should seck to reconcile
retirement and the Gandhian way
of living as it is just that Dr.
Radhakrishnan, who is as ideally
situated as he is ideally equipped,
should succeed Dr. Rajendra Pra-
sad. There is not to-day another
man in our midst who can be
mentioned in the same breath for
the ‘Summit’. It is astounding that
there should be yet some Con-
gressmen left who, while openly
shonting about national integration
as the sovereign nced of the hour,
are sccretly trying to inject the
virus of North versus South into
the body politic. It is time the
Prime¢ Minister was warned
against such a junta, however
limited, within the organisation he
has the honour to lead. It is poor
consolation if he feels ‘distressed’
or ‘pained’ or ‘annoyed’ or ‘in-
furiated’ at a late stage. He should
scotch such ugly manifestations in
good time, instead of taking any-
thing for granted if only because
he has willed it so.

At the Ministerial level, too,
there arc perhaps some who, for
their own reasons, are not over-
anxious to continue in office.
Strange as it may seem, Junius
knows of at least one Cabinet
Minister who is more keen on
retirement than on return, though
he has not even the excuse of
having grown ‘grey’. One can only
hope that he will have the courage
to stick it ‘out’. There is interest-
ing speculation in political circles
about the two-way traffic vis-a-vis
the Centre and the States. At one
time Mr. Ashoke Sen was tipped

as Dr. B. C. Roy’s successor, but "

now he is talked of more in the
context' of foreign assignment. It
is yet premature to relegate Mr.
Morarji. Desai to Gujarat or to
assign a.Central seat to Mr. Cha-
van. The latter may be a possi-
bility if Governpr Gadgil wilf’only
fight his way back to Maharashtra.

g

Whether Mr. Sri Prakasa will con-
tinue as the Governor of Bomba
or not, he may feel certain that
for all his protestations, he will
not obtain any release, for his
good friend Mr. Nehru is un-
reconciled to the idea of some
men in particular ever remaining
out of office—or out of Delhi
(thanks to the Rajya Sabha). Talk-
ing of the Governors, one should
not overlook the Pataskar-sus-
ceptibility to the Capital’'s gravi-
tation pull or the sense of
inevitability with which the two
Governors who exchanged their
places, are to fight the elections.
Both Mr. Giri and Mr. Rama-
krishna Rao desire to contest for
Lok Sabha—and take their
chance. Perhaps it is because of
a little Andhra over-crowding the
Centre at higher levels that the
Congress President is credited
with the intention of staging a.
return to Hyderabad. He is also
aware of his predecessor’s lot in
having had to wait indefinitely for
something providential to turn up.
Mr. Dhebar’s friends have been
canvassing for him for the Vice-
President’s place which could have
perhaps fallen to him with no
great difficulty but for feminine
claims that cannot be easily
brushed aside. Once he had to
reckon (though the day of reckon-
ing had not actually arrived) with-
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur. Now he
has, it seems, to beware of Mrs.
Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. Ironically
enough, the only place for which
Congressmen will not fight at all,
is that of the Congress President.
Once coveted and now cursed—
indeed once coveted by many
and now cursed by any!

AVURVEDASRAMAM
(PravATE) LYD,

MADR A = -y




SWARAJYA

BOOKS THAT HAVE INFLUENCED ME

[This is the text of a broadcast talk given recently by Rajaji

over the A.I.R., Madras.]

What are the books that have
influenced me? This question was
put to me some fourteen years ago
and I then answered it as well as
I could. Now that I think it over,
I find myself too small truthfully
to tackle this question. It is only
very great and good men that
have been influenced by good
books. Others may pretend or

delude themselves that they have
followed the maxims of saints.
Our hearts are hard and the words
of great and good men fall like
seed on barren soil. I hesitate
therefore to answer this question.
One may have admired some
great books, one may have been
greatly impressed by some writ-
ings. But did that admiration or
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impression become a real influ-
ence? Many have read, admired
and been greatly impressed by the
Bhagavad Gita. But how many
of them have been influenced by
Sri Krishna’s teaching? If any one
claims it, he is a saint, or a ypo-
crite, or a superficial pedant.,Sub-
ject however to this confession ot
incompetence, 1 shall say some-
thing about the books which may
be said to have given a push or
momentum to my life-course.

The books that may be taken to
have influenced me are not what
I read upon direction or advice
but what by accident I came
upon.

I found Thoreaw’s Duty of
Disobedience on the table of a
friend to whose house I went to
spend some time chatting. I
picked it up from a heap of mis-
cellaneous papers—my friend was
a fellow-lawyer with good prac-
tice—and found therein what en-
larged later into something like
a life-programme.

I went to prison once with a
very restricted number of books
of which one was a copy of Robin-
son Crusoe. Luckily I had not
been forced to read this as a
school text-book when I was a
boy and was therefore enabled,
when I was forty, to find in it not
a stale children’s story-book, but
religious inspiration of permanent
value.

Another small but great book
that I chanced to read merely by
accident was The Trial and
Death of Socrates. It has shaped
me as nothing else has done.

A fourth book that affected me
as deeply as Socrates was John
Stuart Mill's: Libeity. The unqua-
lified attachment to truth as such
is what was impressed on me in
both these philosophers.

Lastly I must mention Marcus
Aurelius’s Meditations than which
I have found no greater solace in
hours of grief or when beset by
evil.

May I add by way of caution
that it is not English books that
made me whatever I am. It is the
stories my mother and two aunts

of mine amused me with that built

me up.
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BOOKS OLD AND
By SRIVATSA

When, about a score of years ago,
an undergraduate was interviewed by
an English professor prior to his
admission to the Honours course in a
Madras ® college, he was asked whether
he had read many books. The student
replied * timidly that he had. “How
many?”, asked the professor, “As much
as this”, and he indicated a length of
space with his two hands. The English-
man was, no doubt, being humorous,
though the joke, if any, appeared
rather out of place to the student on
the rack of anxiety.

It is still a moot question how
the well rcad man, in the popu-
lar understanding, may be defined,
Mark Pattison once refused the
dignity of a library to any collection
containing less than five thousand
books. Is it possible to prescribe any
such number to the man whom the
world may consider well read?

Omar Khayyam bargained for a book
of verse, a flask of wine “and Thou”
for perfect felicity. But that could
hardly be considered adequate. On the
other hand, we have E. V. Lucas’s
friend who used to carry ten books to
read on a railway journey lasting less
than an hour and did so in no spirit
of satire against the railways. The
truth, of course, is that no quantity
as such could be prescribed. Much
depends on what books exactly are
réad, how far the reader benefits from
what he reads. These are individual
qualities, from which no definitive rule
can be inferred. There could be no
genuine student of English literature
who has not “read, marked and in-
wardly digested” at least Palgrave,
Boswell, Gibbon, Wordsworth, Keats
apart from Shakespeare and Milton.
Here are infinite riches in a little room.
But, of cousse, it is desirable to extend
the limit of one’s acquaintanceship, and
it is good to place one’s claim to be
considered well read on as sure a foot-
ing as possible. But one question still
remains. Is knowledge of contemporary
writings to be counsidered absolutely
necessary for that distinction?

There is the dichard who will not
look at anything written after Mardy.
There is the modernist who will nut

- look at anything before. Both injure

themselves, the latter much more than
the former. The modemist (to use an
ugly expression for the lack of & better)
lives so much in the present that he
has no use for the past. He is so
immersed in the controversies and pas-

t that he forgets/

new under iHb

sions of the
that there is
sun on this ag
net, and that aring Uheresy -of
today is but the discar odoxy of
yesterday or the day before. He is far
more influenced than he concedes even to
himself by the fact that to be “modern™
is to be fashionable, and that, to his
limited imagination, anything “old”
must be musty and ugly. He talks of
the dead weight of tradition, forgetting
that the tyranny of the modern is apt
to be no less painful.

But the fact seems to be, some
are born to read new books
just as some others are born to
read only old ones. Those who combine
the best of both do exist, but they are
comparatively few.

The objection to new books is
rather fundamental. So many of these,
especially novels, are published every
week that no one, unless he should
live as long as Methuselah, could hope
to do justice to them all. Many are ac-
claimed, but few are chosen. True
literary merit is independent of cur-
rent prejudices, such as “topicality.”
The average reader, himself filled
with these prejudices, is unable to
help himself. He may succumb to
fashion, for there is fashion in books as
well as in other things. He may fall
before the might of the established
oame, itself set up by common pre-
judice. He may simply abandon his
judgment and do as the herd does. On
vone of these bases could a book be
judged properly. There are undoubtedly
some who, filled with the spirit of
“modemnism”, feel themselves perfectly
at home with modern books reflecting
that spirit. But, in general, it is difficult
to resist the conclusion that many
modern books, apart, that is, from the
delectable works of detection, are popu-
lar only because they are modern.

No book should be wholly “escapist”
(to employ current jargon), but many
modemn ones insist aggressively on what
is called realism. Reaction follows
action, and if many great writers of the
past were “realistic”, like Dickens and
Zola, they were so because they were
cevolting against the sentimentality, the
anreality of many of their predecessors.
But the moderns have not risen up in
arms against the falsity of a previous
age, Their realism is more im instinct
with the brutality of the age. To hold
up a mirror to nature is one thing; to
portray the excesses of society, perhaps

i
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\ the brink of extinction, so vehe-

ddntly, with so much gusto, seems
,’Q argue that “realism” is being mis-
; fsg¢d. They are ugly things in the older

lists.

But many modem ones seem

‘q&e;.ﬁ:gd'ibla- ,/ to revel in them. With gusto do they

deal with details which would not be
heard in a polite drawing room. Their
excuse is always the triumphant one,
they are being “modern”, being faith-
tul to the spirit of these tortured times.
But they confound beauty with mere
prettiness, The latter is skin deep,
whereas the former is fundamental. It
ts in their revulsion from little trivial
genteelness that they indulge in  the
opposite sin of brutality for the sake
of brutality. It is not argued that the
ugly facets of life should be hidden
trom public view. But wallowing in
them, splashing them about so that the
clothes of decent folk are stained, is to
do no public service. This is to 2ssume
that all life is always nasty and bru-
tish, as if gentleness, courtesy, religion
and self-sacrifice had never been. One
would not so much as suspect the
existence of these qualities after read-
ing many modern novels. Your charac-
teristic hero proceeds from one enormity
to another, from one meanness to
another, serene that he enjoys the
approval of his author. In sympathy,
the lapguage of many of these novels
is anarchic, violent and distorted.
Elementary rules of grammar are thrown
to the winds, and yet we are invited
to admire the glories of modem prose.
Many “theories” are propounded in
support of these practices.

But it is far from surprising
that among the most popular
books today are many  which
deal with the past. Man in this atomic
age has little temptation to look to the
future. He may at least look back to
the past. Modern literature fails to the
extent that it will not permit him to
do so.
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CONGRESS

PROF. K. R.

The prestige of the Congress which
under Gokhale, Tilak and Gandhi stood
very high has now fallen. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru has not only ignored
the parting advice of Gandhiji to liqui-
date the Congress by converting it into
a Loka Sangraha Sebha, but he has
fully exploited the high prestige which
the Congress had earned in the past.

In what respects has the high pres-
tige of the Congress fallen?

The impression has gained ground
that,the Congress seeks to maintain it-
self in power through huge expenditure
of money in the elections.

The powers at Delhi did not hesitate
to resort to extra-constitutional methods
to put an end to the Communist Gov-
ernment in Kerala. The only proper
constitational way was to have got the
Kerala Ministry defeated by a vote ot
‘no-confidence’.  There was neither a
breakdown of the constitutional machi-
pery nor an economic breakdown.

The Congress Government at Delhi
has paralysed all free enterprise
through the Centralized system of
permits, licences and quotas.

Through- hasty and ill-conceived
amendments to the Constitution, the
Congress Government has expropriated
private property through pitiful com-
pensation, making it not justiciable.

There is so much inflation of cur-
rency - through that un-moral  device
called ‘deficit financing’ that the real
value of the rupee (in terms of purchas-
ing power) is less than four annas.

Foreign borrowings from all the
world over are at such astronomical
figures that the problem of repayment
appears well-nigh insuperable.

I

READ

SWARAJYA
IN POWER
R. SASTRY

.

The warnings of the Public Accounts
Committee  from time to time  have
received no  attention. .Thcre is a pro-
nounced tendency on the part of the
Prime Minister to save a colleague of
his, however improvident may have
been his administration.

No other Prime Minister could have
continmed in office as in India, it what
had happencd at the frontier had been
kept from the knowledge of his collea-
gues, not to mention the Lok Sabha,
for four years and more.

The stovy of the resignations of the
lates R. K. Shanmugan Chetty and Dr.
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John Matthai, and of Mr. C. D. Desh-
mukh is a powerful indictment of Con-
gress rule.

Gandhiji could occupy himself with
details of life without ignoring or losing
hold of the rod of Dharma. is heirs
sitting at Delhi have no hold on Dharma
but want to cling to power through
cvery means. .

Two terms of office have corrupted
the Government in power at Delhi so
much that if parliamentary democracy
wore to survive in India, there is now
as uever before a paramount necessity
for a strong healthy Opposition based
wpon  individual liberty, free  lawful
enterprise, and absence of the soul-killing
devices  of  controls,  permits and
licences.

S

THE PROBLEM OF 'AMERICAN AID

In a New Leader review of
George Liska’s book on Foreign
Aid, Mr. Herbert Feis sets out the
perplexities, uncertainties and
tangled equities with which Fhe
American programme of foreign
aid is beset. The problems are
classified under eight heads show-
ing as to “why the outcome of well-
intentioned effort is often obs-
cure”. But, in spite of this, one
point appears to have been
missed. American Aid goes some-
times contrary to intention and to
buttress Statist policy when the
ruling party that receives.the A.ld
in a ‘develoEing’ countr(' is S'tatlst
party. It takes only a little jump

at an appropriate moment to. go
over from Statism to Communism.

-

Dated July 9, 1561

Chfef Contents:

+g LETTER NO. 238: Increasing Moral Vacuum—
* F"f‘llf? %Zr‘n?)te'hrs' and 'The Tempted' — Corruption  among

Those in Authority
WHO 18 A BRAHMA - JNANI?

BURN UP COMMUNALISM

*H *H

and other regular features

— Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
HOLD ALOFT BANNER OF COUNTRY’'S PROGRESS

_ surendranath Banerjee
— Dr. Annie Besant

_WHO SAYS INDIA WAS NEVER UNITED?

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerii

] requiested
Reade find difficulty in getting  the ‘lournal. regularly are requested
ra who tgi placye their orders direct with us

Price Single Copy 30 aP.
_ Coples obtainable from aH news agents,

Annual Subscription Rs, 6.50

newspaper - stalls, and railway bookstalls

A 4

BHARATIVA VIDYA BHAVAN - BOMBAY-7 ..

American Aid plays a most sig-
nificant part in the success -
ventory of the Congress Party n
India. It consequently helps in the
continuance of the same party
in office, in spite of the i.nte'llx-
entsia’s opposition to totahtarmp
and Statist policies. In fact, it
threatens to shape t}{e (.longreis
arty’s regime into the irremov-
f:bley dictgatorship of a single
faction. No doubt it is easy tor
governments to deal with govern-
ments. But it is easy also for
governments to utilise all aid for
strengthening a dictatorship. The
question is whether America iS
helping the progress of freedom.
When I wrote the above para-
graph (in the last week of June)
T doubted whether I did mnot
venture too far in my criticism.
But it has since received con-
firmation, as it were, from distin-
ished academic quarters. As I
read in the press reviews of
Professor P. T. Bauer’s book on
Indian Economic Policy, 1 felt 1
did not rush where angels feared
to tread. Professor Bauer of the
London University rejects ° the
usual plea that foreign aid to
developing countries is an axio-
matic duty to be done, regardless
of the policies pursued by the
recipient governments. He points
out that such aid helps the party
in power to push India further
towards a completely socialised
totalitarian economy in which
conspmers and producers are
" (Continued on page 15)
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GOVERNMENT -SPONSORED QUACKERY
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

A Los Angeles jury awarded
damages against a firm producing
polio vaccine, 6 lakh dollars to a
vaccinated boy and 75,000 dollars
to his mother. The boy was
stricken with polio after vaccina-
tion with the firm's polio and
completely paralysed. The serum
was found to have contained live
polio virus.

Apart from the. purticular case,
all these inoculations are based
on the supposed efficacy of in-
jecting a certain quantity of live

“viruses and bacilli into the body

of healthy people so as to acce-
lerate the natural defence mecha-
nism against a possible future
infection. The unwisdom of the
procedure is obvious to anyone who

_is not a professional serum man.

Quite another aspect of this
case is that a court was found in
America to evaluate the wrong
done and give damages. Can this
be expected in our country? Dare
any court in India announce its
opposition to scientific rashness
and folly supported by Govern-
ment and give judgment against
a big doctor or a powerful phar-
maccutical firm? A modern form
of high-class political snobbery is
to hend the knee to science and
its professors.

The other day a well-known
doctor of medicine who is in
Parliament expressed her opinion
to me that it appeared to her
now that I was right about
B.C.G. and that the Government
was wrong! Tt ‘was a pleasant
surprise. B.C.G. is a live vaccine
and the idea is*that ,the tuber-
cular bacillus has been tamed in
it and that it is no longer a deadly
enemy but a stimulator of natural
defence power. And this, atthough

it is well accepted that an attack
+ of tuberculosis is no defence
¢ against a second attack. Many
". eminent bacteriologists in Aterica

and other countries do not ap-

¢ prove of B.C.G. vaccination. They
* have refused to introduce it in

America. Over and above the
probability that the vaccine has

" developed several mutations of

the bacillus ‘which may be harm-

ful, the proferred statistical data
end in a non sequiter; there is no
proof of any denefit conferred on
the people by the B.C.G. vacci-
nation in any country. In the
Indian B.C.G. campaign, against
the original inaugurating doctors’
definite advice, the vaccine is in-
jected with deliberate indiscrimi-
nation in  numecrons ‘positive’
cases, acting on quantitative argu-
ments with no scientific basis; and
what is worse still, there is no
follow-up whatsoever. The statis-
tics showing the number of cases

8

injected in India are therefore
worthless and, as I have said more
than once, if we substituted
Cooum water for the B.C.G. vac-
cine, we would have the same
statistical results as are now pre-
sented by the Pro-B.C.G-wallas.
Meanwhile vested interests have
grown round the B.C.G. pro-
gramme; men whose living has
got connected with it naturally
resist any commonsense attack
on B.C.G. The Government is led
by persons who are afraid to
oppose scientific quackery because
they may be suspected of want
of loyalty to science and ‘moder-
nity, which is the slogan of the
Prime Minister.

BRITISH ECONOMIST SPEAKS OUT

Indian Economic Policy and
Development, by Professor P. T.
Bauer of London University,
offers a strong and detailed in-
dictment not only of India’s plan-
ning targets but of the methods
emplogied.

Professor Bauer observes that
advocates of foreign aid to deve-
loping countries have “until
recently” considered it axiomatic
that aid should be given regard-
less of the policies pursued by the
recipient government. Bauer says
bluntly that any suggestion that
foreign aid should be granted to
underwrite Indian economic plan-
ning should be rejected—not be-
cause of the cost to the U.S.A. and
to the West but because of the
cost to India. .

Such aid pushes India further
towards a completely socialised,
totalitarian economy, in which
the range of choice of individuals
is severely limited, both as con-
sumers and producers, and in
which the State is all-powerful.
This political result is being pro-
moted by an economic policy the
most important parts of which do
not promote either a rise in living
standards or progressive modifica-
tions of an obsolete social struc-
ture, but retard them,

The widespread idea that deve-
lopment depends essentially on in-
vestment is responsible for enor-
mous waste in all developing
countries. By wrongly justifying
all expenditure called “invest-

ment”, it encourages spending re-
gardless both of cost in terms of
alternative uses of resources, and
of the repercussions of their trans-
fer. Indeed, in current talk, all
cxpenditure, other than on current
consumption or government ser-
vices, is called “investment” and
regarded as productive of income.

This encourages (a) wasteful
expenditure, and (b) a wide range
of controls in the belief that they
are necessary to permit a parti-
cular level of investment expendi-
ture. These controls are likely to
hinder (a) the economic alloca-
tion of resources and (b) their
growth.

It is his contention that the
Government’s Five-Year Plans,
far from promoting material pro-
gress, widening social horizons,
and opening up more and more
opportunities for the individual to
exploit, are actually serving to
consolidate the forces of inertia.
He condemns the planners’ cons-
tant over-emphasis on investment
in physical plant, and their neg-
lect of the development of human
capital, both by formal education
and by modifying the traditional
a.ttitudes which restrict the activi-
ties, energies, and individual en-
tervrise of the people. .

The massive investment in
establishing capacity in the heavy
industries is, says the Professor
unlikely to promote development’
commensurate with its cost,
Courtesy, The Eastern Economist.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWARAJYA

C.P.1. ON GOA’S LIBERATION

Sir,—The National Council of the
Communist Party of India which met
at Bangalore, on 22nd June, has
adopted a resolution calling for ci?ec-
tive action by the Government to llpe-
rate Goa, Daman and Diu. Having
regard to their antecedents, one has to
suspect that this move of the C.l.’.I. is
dictatdd by their tactic to exploit the
occasion  for election purposes and
conceal their recent anti-national st;{nd
on the question of Chinese aggressl‘on
of nearly 12,000 square miles of 1In mr;
territory. Their support to the policy ot
inaction followed by our Govefnme.n
with regard to Chinese aggression V;ls,
to say the least, most unpatriotic. de
also know too well what the wmi 5
‘freedom’, ‘]iberation’, and other slo-
gans mouthed by them, mean. (;I’xe
double standard the Com{numsts a opt
even in matters concerning .the inte-
grity of the nation, dcpcndm.g upon
whether the aggressor country is Com-
munist or not, is evidence of their
extra-territorial loyalty.

V. S. MUTHUSWAMY,
vadakancherry V.S, CANESAN

CONGRESS ELECTION FUND
Sir,—It is freely reported that a
Union Minister has been repeatedly
telling his friends that he will not make
use of even one naya paisa collected
from the capitalists for fighting  his
clection. If this is a fact, the Minister
concerned deserves to be congra-
tulated. But there are frequent re-
ports in the press that the party in
power launched an intensive drive quite
sometime ago for funds and that, for
every favour promised, })y way (?f
licence or permit, a cerfain amount is
being openly demanded. The 1f1te§t
form that the drive has taken, it is
alleged, is to insist on every panchayat
making a contribution to the partys
election fund of a minimum of Bs: 100.
At this rate, it shquld not be difficult
e —
The Problem of American Aid
(Continued from page 12)

olv excluded from freedom of
Ziﬁzz yand in which the State is
all powerful. He further says that
this undesirable and unwanted
olitical result is being Eiromoted
ﬁy an economic policy W ich does
not really promote a rise In living
standards. Here is 2 leading eco-
nomist whose opinion cannot be
so easily rejected as perhaps gme.

for the ruling party to collect ~more
than the target it has fixed for its elec-
tion fund, but would this not placq the
other political farties at a serious disad-
vantage vis-a-vf the Cox}gre.ess in con-
testing the elections? This is a matter
which deserves the attention not only
of the Election Commissioner but also

of the general public.
Bombay R. VENKATESAMURTHY

MID-DAY MEAL SCHEME

Sir,—The high schools and colleges
have just opened and every family has
to spend a sizable amount towards fees
and books. To add to this burden one
of the leading high schools of this
town has started collecting funds for
the mid-day meals scheme by way of
voluntary (?) donations from the stu-
dents. It seems that every section of
this school has been allotted a quota
and this amount is expected to be con-
tributed by the students of that section.
The concerned class teachers are col-
Jecting signatures from their students
for the sums payable by them. Even if
more than one student is coming from
the same family, they arc being asked
to make separate contributions so that
the concerned teachers may get the cre-
dit. It is rather difficult for the parents
to refuse payments of this kind as the
students arc afraid of the teachers. It
may also be noted that no receipt is
being given for these collections.

While one appreciates the principle
behind this scheme of providing free
meals to the needy, the tactics adopted
to collect these so-called voluntary
donations are definitely undesirable and
should be stopped. The concerned au-
thorities must also see that contribu-
tions made are properly accounted for
and utilised. These can as well be made
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Swarajya welcomes comments
and criticisms by readers on mat-
ters of general public interest. In
view . of the size of the journal,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor.

part of the school fees instead of making
a farce of voluntary donations.
Kumbakonam K. Kannan

IS THIS NOT ‘IMPOSITION’
OF HINDI?

Sir,—Our Ministers and other ‘top
people in the Government assure us
that Hindi will not be ‘imposed’ on
anybody against his will. But hore is
an extract from a circular by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (D.O. letter No.
2/84/61-H(B) dated 7-8-61 signed by
Shri Gajraj Singh, Deputy Secretary to
Government of India, Ministry of Home
Affairs, New Delhi) which tells its owm
tale: :

“Since the Hindi training has
been made obligatory ..., it is no
longer voluntary for the employees
to seek admission and it is the
responsibility of the officer in
charge of the office department to
release an appropriate percentage
of staff for Hindi training.”{italics
mine).

The target-dates also have been
fixed for learning Hindi:

“a) Existing non-Hindi knowing
staff of Ministries, attached,
subordinate and regional offi-
ces—by 31st March 1964.

b) Existing non-Hindi knowing
staff of branch and local offices
of the Central Government de-
partments by 31st March 1966,

It is needless to point out how
adversely the order affects the non-
Hindi knowing staff of the Central Gov-
ernment departments.

Thiruvanaikoil N. NARAYANASWANMY
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#abiual constipation can cause plles
o¢ haemorrholds, a condition where
the veins within and immediately
‘outside the rectum become swollen,
Because of the pain it becomes more
difficult and distressing to evacuate
the bowel. The constipation gets
‘'worse and so do the piles with painful
Sissures. It follows that, Uf the acute
pain and discomfort caused by the
plles can be relieved, evacuation of

the bowe]s will be inade eoster,
DZ 952-a a

CONSTIPATION AND PILES

problem,. Hadensa is the answer,
| Try Hadensa today. Now Manyu-

I“

Hadensa does just Wat. 4o bringd
prompt relief from painund itching,
With its eontimuous use, the pilesl
shrink and complete velief & ob.'
tained.” Hadensa, the "”.*M".,
Germanl  pile remedy. comtaing no:
narcotics.. It is monstaining and I:'
easy to use. A small plastic canauta
with instruction for. use -is supplied
in each package. If piles is yowr

factured in Indig.
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SANKAR BRAND’S -

contribution to changing
panorama
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Distributed by : THE CEMENT MARKETING CONFANY OF INDIA. LIMITED

The brilliant conception in concrete,
the five-scoreyed 'Dhun Building’,
the star addition to changing panorama
of Mount Road, Madras. has been built
with Sankar Brand Portland Cement.
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Mr. Karaka has made rescaren
and brought the Congress clee-
tion collections {o public notice in
the columns  of the Current.
Judged from the break-down figure
given for Madras State, it scems
to me Mr. Karuka has received
correct information. These collec-
tions constitute a crisis in national
affairs. It cannot be  pretended
that the Congress Party’s collee-
tions are for genceral propaganda,
or for running_its offices and mecet-
ing the travelling expenses of its
Presidents and other office-bearers,
and other such charges. The pro-
paganda for the party is exten-
sively done by the Government
departments  and  the Planning
Commission. The entire snm, or
nearly the whole, will he spent

»on the candidates put up hy

the party in the various consti-
tuencies. Twelve crores thus spent
will on the average come to more
than ten times the amount allowed
by law to be spent on a candi-
date. This is in addition to what
a candidate himsclf pays out ot
his pocket. The ruling party pro-
poses to disregard and defeat the
purpose of the’law .in this out-
rageous degree and manner, This,
I say, on the part of the ruling
party and the ministers working
for that party, constitutes a grave

~crisis in national affairs.

The economic policy of the
Government of India has been
transformed into a gigantic elec-

toral machine of the ruling party. .
I can take an oath on anv holy -

book that but for the policy of
permits, controls, licences and

quotas, and . but for the Congress:

Party being in office and mis-
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using its powers in that direction,
it conld not possibly have colbect-
cd a tenth of this amount for its
clection purposcs, and even that
would have taken five times the
time to colleet, besides an army
of collectors, which would have
consumed a  substantial  percen-
tage of the collections. Tt must be
patent Lo the least understanding
that the ruling party has made a
most un-cthical use of its position
and powers.

But cthics apart, it raises this
problem for those who believe in
democracy, whether under these
cirenmmstances it is possible  to
maintain even the semblance ot
fair clections. The Congress Party
can  perpetuate itself  through
this moncy for all time. It is
a grave crisis which demands
consideration by all lovers of the
country and of free institutions.
Democracy loses all meaning, if
the same group can perpetuate
itself. in power for all time. It can
only he called a  dictatorship,
which, as years pass, will take on
more and more of that character.

It can be argued academically
that .companies and individuals
could refnse to donate funds
if they chose and that they
donate only because they ap-
prove of the party. That this
is false every giver and every
Congress boss and minister who
collects knows.

A crisis then faces us. Are we
meckly to go down before it, and
surrender and assist the cracking
up of democracy? It is for all the
silent leaders, in the country in
whom the freedom fire still burns,
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to consider the grave situation
and act promptly. Not the so-
called  communalism  and  other
red herrings but this is the real
crisis in our affairs.

Let us remember thagt  de-
mocracy is the golden lid which
holds down physical disorders
and chaos, and if that lid is off
the country will be at the mercy
of violence. -

I shall end this with a personal
appeal to Sri Jawaharlal Nehru.
He and I may differ very greatly
from cach other in political views.
We alwavs did, as he has often
said. But our mutual regard and
affection were not less on this
account, and still remain unal-
tered. At the level of higher
values, T do not believe there is
any differcnce between us. 1 ap-
peal to him to strike this ugly
election fund collection down with
a firm hand, confiscate the money
and put it into his Relicf Fund.
He cannot be a passive supporter
of plans to defeat the law as to
the limits of election expenditure.
The havoc wrought by the floods
can absorb all this money. The
power of the State was ins-
trumental in the collection, and
the Statc can legitimately take
the money. I appeal to the
Prime Minister to use his auntho-
rity as the uncrowned head of
the party and divert the money at
once to flood relief. The party
should begin with clean hands
and on level with other political
parties appeal for funds on the:
basis of the policies for which the
party stands and not utilise the
ruling party’s power for the
purpose.
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THE PUNJABI ISSUE
By C.RAJAGOPALACHARI

Master Tara Singh’s conten-
tion is that his claim for a Pun-
jabi-speaking suba in the Indian
Union is consistent with the
policy of reorganized boundaries
followed by the Government of
India all over India; and his fur-
ther contention is that the oppo-
sition to his legitimate claim by
the Hindus of the present Punjab
State on grounds of community
is really communalism. It is not
easy to refute this argument. It is,
relatively speaking, a good claim
—I say relatively, because in my
view this linguistic reorganization-
is bad and must be undone, if we
want India to be one and to pro-
gress. It should be undone, if not
directly, by some indirect method
which may produce the result
speedily and efficiently. But, as
things stand, it is impossible to
say that Master Tara Singh’s clair‘n
is  unjust or improper. If it is
argued that such reorganization
as he desires is not wise in a ‘bor-
der’ State, it is much clearer that
this kind of tension, linguistic or
communal—whatever we may
call it—is much more dangerous in
a border State ;han alnything we
may do to pacify a claim. A

l\?’Iaster T;E'a S?ngh has decided
to go on a fast unto death f.or
his demand. He persists, in spite
of every argument against this
course. It is wrong to imagine that
the Andhra State was the result,
of a fast unto death, or to thir_lk
that history will repeat itself. His-
tory does not repeat itself in that
way. The water in the riYer of his-
tory is continually flowing arEd
changing its course. What was in
a certain ghat yesterday is not
there today and what is there to-
day will not be there tomorrow.

Masterji’s fast should ]oe a puri-
ficatory fast for a definite perlod,
a prayerful fast that men may turn
from suspicion and injustice to
trust and justice. He s_hould parti-
cularly pray that Hindu }.1earts
may see his just and good inten-
tions and that God may dispel
suspicions and untruths. )

If every Punjabi-speaking con-
stituency "votes against the Con-

gress and for a sccular party in
the next General Elections, what-
ever may be the vote in the non-
Punjabi area, the verdict will be
decisive and the Punjabi suba will
be a certain fact until all linguis-
tic subas will be scrapped and a
more rational system comes into
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being. Such a vote will achieve
not only the Punjabi suba but will
fell to the ground the threatening
monster of money power, a mons-
ter who sceks to destroy demo-
cracy. To defeat the Congress is
to strike down the Asura of Money
and expose to the world his real
inconsequence, It is a privilege
which the Punjabi-spcaking cons-
tituencies of the Punjab should
not fail to exercise.

JITTERS ALL OVER
By POTHAN JOSEPH

We are living in an era of
nervousness daily enhanced by
fresh news of peril. What is going
to happen in Berlin by the end
of the year? Is there any reality
in the confrontation of Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan? In Laos the
French have initiated certain
claims which make India’s inter-
vention extremely difficult. If the
International Conferences get into
a permancnt stalemate, there is
the prospect of perpetual distress.
There are soft spots all over the
world, not Cuba and Berlin alone.
The American Embassy news-
letter complains that “since the
end of World War II, pressure-
tactics have been applie(f against
Iran, Turkey, Grecce, Korea, Viet-
Nam, then again Libya, Norway
and the India-China border”.
Where counter-pressures have
been exerted, we hardly know;
but the right of self-determination
is flaunted even in Kuwait which
was supposed to be a long-term
concession which the Sheikhs en-
joy as their fatherly possession for
all time, and which Mr. Macmil-
lan has undertaken to protect. The
whole value of Kuwait lies in the
production of fuel, but is oil a
lasting resource while we are
busy digging and drilling? In his

speech at Bangalore on July 3,
Professor M. S. Thacker, Director-

General of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research, announced before
technicians that “an artificial sun

could be created to illuminate a

city and light a land.”

If an artificial sun could be
floated, what on earth would be
the use of this quarrel over coal

and petrol? Such speculation is
not vain when U.K. troops are on
the move to the Iraqi border and
the problem of Sheikhdoms in the
Persian Gulf is put into the
dispute.

That the Sheikhs have been en-
joying immense profit has been
the scandal of two centuries and
General Kassem declares that the
legitimacy of Baghdad’s sove-
reignty should be duly recognised
by the inclusion of oil-privileges
in her revenue account,.

In the Berlin crisis the term
‘Self-determination’ is reiterated,
and two-and-half millions of Ber-
liners claim the right of self-deter-
mination with the implied inten-
tion that the conquerors in the
war retain occupation-rights with-
out termination-clauses at Yalta or
Potsdam.

One generation leaves a confused
state of affairs for the next, whilst
‘claim for peace in our own time’
was the song of Chamberlain. The
real truth of the matter is that
they play for peage in their own
time. They* never pray; their
effort is to prey.

The right of self-determination
centres round the definition and
clarity of the ‘self’ which is hardly
achieved even in Israel about
which there are colour-complaints
from Cochin migrants. How did
the word ‘Varna’ come into exist-
ence? The objection to the word
‘Vernacular’ has a significance
although it is a term conveying a
world of significance for which
mankind will have to pay in gra-

dual stages, but never ip a hurry, -
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ELECTION LAW AND THE CONGRESS
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Leaders of all Opposition par-
ties, including the Communists,
have attributed the success of the
Congress in the Orissa clections to
its money power. Ashoka Mechta
has estimated that Rs. 40,000 has
been spent on cach constituency
against a maximum of Rs. 7,000
for a single member constituency
and Rs. 12,000 for a double mem-
ber constituency permitted under
the Rules to the Representation of
People’s Act of 1951.

Election expenditure is very
strictly limited, according to Sche-
dule 1V. It can be only personal
expenditure of the candidate or
his agents, including travelling ex-
penditure and salaries, sccondly,
the cost of printing, advertising,
stationery, postage and rent, and,
thirdly, any other miscellancous
expenditure.  The number  of
agents and other details in respect
of clection are strictly limited by
Schedule VIL It is a corrupt prac-
tice, firstly, to offer any gratifica-
tion, which includes entertain-
ment and employment for reward
and, sccondly, to provide trans-
port or its cost to the voters. It
is an illegal practice to allow any
persons to incur the cost of meet-

,ings and propagandas, an excep-

tion being made in favour of the
institution or organisation sup-
porting the candidate. It is the
mischief of this exception that
allows the party to spend money
on the candidate, in excess of the
maximum fixed. Even so, as party
expenditure is limited to the pur-
poses specified, it cannot by itself
frustrate elections, if the law is
followed. )

Elections are frustrated by the
evasion of the law in  multiple
ways, which, experience such as
the Congress has had, can create.
Gratification and transport are
provided by undesignated, third
parties, who are secretly paid in
advance, after being instructed to
observe a measure of caution and
secrecy which, in fact, they do
not, on the presumption that the
opposing candidate is doing the
same thing. Even bargaining and

cash payment for votes take place
in circumstanges difficult to prove
subsequently. What passes for
organisation s frequently  enlist-
ment of local and caste leaders
with  money, and promises for
shepherding voters to the polls.
Bus owners who depend on Gov-
ernment for their routes not only
favour Congress voters but discri-
minate against others in respect of
transport facilitics.  Others who
have permits and licences supply
refreshments and arrangements.

It might be asked why such
obvious malpractices are not made
subject of election petitions. The
defect is both in law and its prac-
tice. In the first place, the excep-
tion under Section 125 relating
to cxpenditure by organisations
should be deleted, because it is
obviously in conflict with the
maximum fixed for expenditure by
the candidate and discriminates
against poorer parties and inde-
pendent candidates. If the Con-
gress majority rejects this reason-
able proposal, it should be forced
to accept at least, first, that it ren-
ders an account of the expenditure
incurred in each constituency, se-
condly, that the items of expendi-
ture may be more precisely
defined to prevent, for instance,
the usc of 162 new jeeps in the
Orissa clection, under the shelter
of ‘help in any other way, and
thirdly, that a limit for the total of
such expenditure may be fixed
in terms of the permissible
maximum,

Another change in the law may
be in respect of the maximum
expenditure prescribed, which runs
to Rs. 25000 in Parliamentary
constituencies and Rs. 8,000 in
Assembly constituencies. No one
except the richest can afford this
maximum, which means, on one
hand, that the candidate has to
be financed by his party, or has
to think of his expenditure as an
investment to be recovered by
undesirable means. In any case,
democracy is frustrated hy money
becoming the only test for repre-
sentation in the legislatures and

e
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government. Also, the limit pres-
cribed is wholly excessive for the
permissible expenditure on agents
and propaganda, and therefore
gives room for diversion to cor-
rupt and illegal purposes. To pre-
vent persons commanding votes
being designated as agents, their
remuneration may be fixed and the
total maximum lowered accord-
ingly. Expenditure on propaganda
through literature and meetings
could perhaps be excluded from
the maximum to be fixed, as it is
not liable to abuse.

The practice of the law is
frustrated in several ways. In the
first place, almost all candidates
openly incur expenditure on trans-
porting and feeding the voters,
and are therefore not disposed to
check each other. Opposition par-
ties must decide to strictly adhere
to the law. They need have no
apprehensions that the Congress
will take advantage of this, if at
the same time they organise a
vigilance service, and watch and
book Congress and Communist
candidates who provide free trans-
port and refreshment. In fact, as
soon as Congress candidates know
they are being watched, they will
fall in line. Those who fail to do
so can only hope to retain their
seats till, on the evidence freshly
collected and carefully supported,
they are disqualified by the Elec-
tion Tribunals. This will not only
break the money power of the
Congress, but will expose it to
suppressed resentment of the peo-
ple for what they have suffered
from the wrong policies and cor-
rupt practices of the government
for the last fourteen years.

(Continued on next page)
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

Isracl has joined the * Rocket
Club and her first  space-rocket
put a sodium cloud into the ionos-
phere fifty miles over the Mediter-
ranean  coast.  Prime  Minister
David Ben Gurion watched the
exploit from a secret base on the
shore. The general suspicion was
that the club of space-rocket na-
tions consisted of only cight com-
petitors, but with the present
increase, there is no reason why
India should refrain.

& -3 &

India has the responsibility of
protecting a population larger than
100 times the census-liability of
Israel. Pandit Jawaharlal’s view
that, in spite of Dr. Bhaba’s opi-
nion that we could also produce
nuclear explosives, we would re-
frain from having any such equip-
ment  becomes  super-ideological
when  the Himalayas have  Dbeen
transgressed.

% £ o

After the rocket had run up-
wards, Mr. Ben Gurion exclaim-
ed: “This shows the ability of
Israel’s scientists. It is all made

in Isracl.” Conceivably all the
manufacture  of  thermouclear
horrors is traccublos to the ability
of Isracl's scientigts in Zionist
zonal dispersion. Mr. Ben CGurion
has pr()misod firings to  greater
heights which, according to Jeru-
salem scientists, carry more deli-
cate electronic instruments: thvy
are  wavailable  for  President
Nasser in Cairo, where he  has
condemned the little land of Tsrael
as the ‘Germ’ to be blotted out.

] o o

Four Communist M.Ps from
Trichur have telegraphically re-
quested Prime Minister Nehru to
make special contributions to the
relief of the flood-affected people
of Kerala from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Special Fund. On the same
day the Prime Minister has issued
an’ appeal to the public to contri-
bute to his National Relief Fund
which, he says, is practically ex-
hausted” at present. It the mutual
appeal for a bwo-way charity is to
be accomplished, the banks under
moratorium could be revived into
activity; but as it looks like

ELECTION LAW......

( Continued from previous page )

It is desirable, at the same time,
that our legislators try in the time
available to modify the rules to
make corrupt and illegal practices
cognisable offences. At present,
the only official check against
them is the submission of the
statement of election expenses,
which also are checked only in
respect of their total and their
submission in time. That they
are available to the public and
the defeated candidates, is no
excuse for not seeing to it that elec-
tions, which are the foundation of
democracy, are according to the
law. Every offence against the
electoral law is an offence against
the whole people, calling for the
closest and strongest attention and
action of the administration.

If the Congress ds unwilling to
accept this logical requirement, it
‘mdy be persuaded at least to agree

that the Election Commissioner
and the returning officers, who
now Ssce to it that voting is pro-
perly conducted in the polling
station, also exercise a check to
see that the electoral law s
observed. If they tour their juris-
dictions, accompanied by repre-
sentatives of the parties, infringe-
ments of the rules prohibiting
transport and refreshment would
be put on the defensivey

The time is short but legislators
of Opposition parties can meet to-
gether on the common ground ot
what they have suffered in the
Orissa elections and make a con-
certed move in Parliament and
State legislatures to make the
electoral law serve the purposes
of democracy. Such a meecting can
also be the starting point of the
democratic front of the Opposi-
tion parties against the totali-
tarianism of the Congress and
Communists.
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Articles published in Swarayya,
unless specifically marked copy-
right may be reproduced in
journals in whole on in part
with or without acknowledgment.

mutual teasing between the rul-
ing party and thc masquerading
supplanters in the next eléctions,
nobodv  could count on actual
transactions. Better invest in elec-
tion-tickets.

a a °

Sir Anthonv Eden has been
made an Farl by Queen Eliza-
heth and he goes to the Upper
House  (House of Lords), whilst
Sir - Winston  Churchill  humbly
ocenpies his scat in the Commons.
The title assummed by Sir Anthony,
who has heen made an Earl like
Attlee, is not known, but it won't
be inappropriate, after the Sucz
affair. if he were known as Earl
Suczide.  Morrison is just Lord
Morrison.

o o L J

The course of history changed
with the Suez misadventare, Tt
can he called, in President Ken-
nedy’s language, as “a miscaleula-
tion” of what others can do when
provoked at an emotional crisis.
Mr. Frank Moraes in his travel-
impressions told us that in Hitler’s
estimate  of  forcign  diplomats,
Earl Eden was the most consum-
mate negotiator. But in the Sucz
Canal nmuddle this remarkable
sub-genius of a  statesman  was
ditched because of the pedantry
of another sub-genius, namely,
John  Foster Dulles who could
have casily finished the Aswan
Dam Project on which he cexaspe-
rated President Nasser into des-
perate action.

¢ ° L

The situation is on the edgesin
Kuwait over the colossal claim of
Iraq that all the oil-territory really
helongs to Iraq inspite of misappro-
priation by Western Powers. Mos-
sadiq had similar ideas. The lit-
tle Sheikhs of Araby who resist

the new Khilafet may also be .

armed with small-size atomic
bombs to create  hells in
oil-wells. PJ.
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FALLACIES EXPOSED BY THE
FOOD MINISTER

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Of all the misleading slogans
of the Congress perhaps the most
absurd is its talk about co-opera-
tive farming. 1f it is not deception,
it is Crass stupidity. Co-operative
farming, whether it is compulsory
or voluntary or loan-and-subsidy-
tempted, amounts to  collective
tarming, and it cannot be of any
advantage to the poor farmers
concerned or to the nation, unless
indeed the proposal is to introduce
mechanized tarming (cost borne
by the State) which may be be-
lieved (by some magic) to yield
increased crops. Without meccha-
nization, with all these presamp-
tions attached, of what carthly
advantage is it to convert judivi-
dual farmers into a joint body of
every one working on everybody's
land? Surely it would mecan offi-
cial supervision of doubtful cffi-
ciency, and unwilling labour cx-
tracted from ex-owners, and a lot
of idleness supplunting cnergetic
peasant-proprictor's personal in-
terest.

The Prime Minister once

thought that the merging of hold-
mgs would dispense with bunds
‘and boundaries, which would all
be added to the arca under plough,
an idea which displayed” gross
though understandable ignorance
of agriculture and which was
therefore quickly and  silently
given up. The only possible ad-
vantage of collectivization of any
sort would be mechanization, i
that were possible. But the Food
Minister of the Congress Govern-
ment has spoken out against it,
in London. By the bye, India is
now self-sufficient ‘in food produc-
tion’, according to the Food Minis-
ter; but, strangely, he is,—for
what reason God only knows,—
spending most of his time wander-
ing among surplus-growing gov-
ernments abroad.

A report from London published
in The Hindu says that the Food
Minister there declared: “I will
not produce more food. The Gov-
ernment’s policy is now to increase

the  production of cash crops,
such as jute, tea and sugar.” An
Indian Express report says that
the FFood Minister was of the opi-
nion, and stated it in an interview,
that there was no chance of more
land being put under cualtivation
in India, except at the expense of
forestry. India, Sri S. K. Patil
pointed out, had the largest per-
centage of land in the world under
cultivation. Therefore, he said," we
cannot have more land under enl-
tivation. And as for inereased pro-
duction on the cxisting farms
throngh  collectivization and me-
chanization, he firmly  admitted
that “India which has the largest
assured water-supply for the lar-
ost irrigut(‘(l area cannot adopt
Western methods of mechaniza-
tion. It was impossible and was
dangerous”™.  The Food Minister
declared:  “There will be large-
scale displacement as a result of
extensive mechanization and India
will only produce a large army of
unemployed men.”

It must be a matter of congra-
tq];wti(m that the Food Minister
ot the Congress Government
speaks the plain truth, as he sees
it, to our newspaper representa-
tives in forcign conntries. On the
background of these admissions,
what is the policy or the ethics
behind the talk of co-operation,
joiut farming, cte.? Is it that we are
asked to believe farmers converted
into _idle receivers of petty divi-
dends  will be a source of addi-
tional wealth or increased food
production? The reader should
remember that every link in the
above reasoning is from the Con-
gress Food Minister's admissions
and not based on my opinions, I
hope Sri S. K. Patil will not be
disclaimed as a Swatantra ffth-
columnist in the Cabinet!

But, however obvious the falla-
cies, the Congress Party’s drive to
exploit  the credulous” electorate
through a show of vast mone
power and vehicles, ignoring the'

provisions of the Election Law,?;;

5

goes on unhampered. Neither far-
mers nor merchants, nor represen-
tatives .of any other profession,
are in the legislature to help the
Congress Cabinet with advice and
cxperience or realities. This has
been rendered impossible by the
uew economic policy. Under the
clectoral law no one who has any
contract with government can be
permitted to go into the legisla-
ture (except through methods em-
ployed by the present Orissa Chief
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Minister who has got in, despite
contracts), and there is no busi-
nessman or industrialist who can
carry on without entering into
some contract with government,
because the ‘public sector is the
biggest customer for the produc-
tion of the ‘private sector. The
Welfare State of the Congress
Party has produced this result by
which all producers are bound to
be in some contract or the other
for supply to Government and
therefore barred from entering the
lIocal or Central legislatures. The
private - sector stands effectively
disfranchised. Government and
legislation have to be carried on
only by those who have no expe-
rience or connection with produc-
tion of any kind, and with the help
of the monopoly holders under
the favour of the Congress Party’s
Permit-Licence-Raj.

I believe it was Mr. Lohia who
‘said in his Mankind that there are
more capitalists, Maharajahs and
communalists in the Congress
than in all the other parties put
together, including the Swatantra
Party. Mr. Lohia sometimes shouts
unpleasant truths.

This, apart from many other
baneful effects of the Permit-
Licence-Raj. If the nation is to
have good government, it is abso-
lute?/ necessary to free the coun-
try from this mess. Men and wo-
men must learn to vote for those
whom they ought to support with
their votes, and not feel bound to
give them away to those who
parade their ill-gotten party
wealth and official influence, offer
refreshment and vehicles, and
money.

All this, the Congress bosses
will say is negative. “You are just
opposed to what we do; what is
your positive?” When one is nega-
tive to something, one is affirma-
tive to its opposite. If one is nega-
tive to filth, one is affirmative to
soap. If one is negative to loafing,
_one is affirmative to working. If

one is negative to bunkum, one is
affirmative to satyam. If one is
n.egative to collectives, one is posi-
tive to peasant proprietorship
and to, individual attention and
hard" ‘work
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THE LESSON OF ORISSA

The Congress, with the power
of office and of money acquired
through office, puts torward at
every one of its elcctjon meetings,
its ‘strength’ as an argument in its
favour even as Ravana courted
Sita in the Ashoka Vana :

“I do not find any other in
this world who can stand
against me in battle. Look at
my overwhelming and unri-
valled power!”

Neha pacyaami lokenyam
yo me pratibalo bhavet
pacya me sumahadveeryam
apratidvandvam aahave

Sita did not choose to be over-
whelmed by this power. The Oris-
sa elections have disclosed the
aasuric strength of the Congress.
It must open everyone’s eyes to
the wurgency of Dbringing this
strength to a termination, so that it
may not perpetuate itselt through
this power and extingnish demo-
cracy. It can be done if all who
abhor such an end come together.

Sri Jayaprakash Narain desires
government without political par-
ties. But a movement for govern-
ment without political partics it-
self calls for a party having that
objective. We are landed in a
paradox. It is like the search in
technology for a machine for per-
petual motion without fuel.

We require a political ~ party
which will work for a government
without parties. But here is a
political party which has defi-
nitely reduced party shackles to
the minimum and gives maximum
freedom to its members. The Swa-
tantra Party is the answer to J.P’s
quest for the Holy Grail. If the
Swatantra Party is supported by
the people, party-less government,
to the extent now feasible, is auto-
matically brought into being.

The Congress President has
declared that rebels will not be
taken back into the Congress.
Hinduism followed this policy and
extended the same threat to those
who had left or threatened to
leave the fold. Once a man left
Hinduism, he could never be

taken back. But the folly of this

attitude was realised and re-con-
version Dbcame a regular  pro-
gramme. As a picce of intimida-
tion, it is good cnough to frighten
weak spirits and hold them as pri-
soners. But it is poor philosophy
to scck to suppress  opinion by
such threats, playing on* the
whiteness  of  your own men’s
livers. C.R.

OUR TENNIS STAR

It was painful to rcad some Indian
reporters” stories about Krishnan’s play
in the recent Wimbledon tournament in
England. It is dificult to explain the
adverse  attitude of these  reporters;
whether it is ignorance of the game or
some type of asuya, it is not possible
to guess.

But it is refreshing to read the mag-
nificent appreciations of the British press
of Krishnan’s performances, and last but
not least, the generous remarks of the
Australian winner Laver who said that
he found his toughest job when playing
against  Krishnan at the end  of the
towrnament. Good play consists not in
winning but in the playing of the game.
Writing down the player who lost the
game is mean. The snob scems always
to worship ‘success’.

Our  best wishes to Krishnan who
has undoubtedly carned o high place
for India in world tenuis, as our hockey
lads have done and valiantly maintained
in world hockey.
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Mr. NEHRU’S ¢« TAKE OFF”
By M. RUTHNASWAMY

One of the ideas which Mr, Nchru
has taken from the latest literature in
economics is that of ‘take off’. But, as
with ‘co-operation applied to farming’
or ‘Government in business’, he gives
this idea an individual interpretation
and gpplication which is fair neither to
the idea nor to the country for which
it is used. The phrase ‘take off’ applied
to cconomic development was first used
by Rostov, the Russian economist now
teaching in the U.S.A. In his Stages
of Economic Growth (1960) he describes
‘take off’ as the point in a country’s
economic history when it starts off on
Jarge-scale and rapid industrialization.
The ‘take off’, he describes, is the in-
terval when the old ‘blocks and resist-
ances’ to steady growth are finally over-
come, the forces making for economic
progress, which yield limited bursts and
enclaves of modern activity, expand,
and come to dominate society. And he
Jays down—as preconditions for ‘take
oft’,—that revolutionary changes jn agri-
cultural productivity are an essential
condition for successful ‘take off’, for
“modernization of society increases radi-
cally its demand for agricultural pro-
ducts”.

Now, have the ‘old blocks and resist-
ances’ to steady growth becen finally
overcome? First of all the urge to im-
prove one’s economic lot must hecome
universal among the people. The Lin-
lithgow Report on Agriculture, an au-
thority which Mr. Nehru respects, con-
tains this testimony of W. H. More-
land, administrator and economic his-
torian of India, that “the dominant fea-
ture of rural India at the present day
is that the will to live better is not a
force to be reckoned with except in
particular circumstances”, What have
Mr. Nehru’s Governments at the Cen-
tre or in the States done to endow the
people in our villages with “the will to
live better”? What have they done
with all the resources of social educa-
tion open to them in the modern media
of the printing press, the radio, the
cinema to educate the people of India
in this ‘economic motive’ of life? Has Mr.
Nehru with his wonderful appeal and
hold over the masses spoken often and
long on the need for this change of atti-
tude to life? It is truc that he and his
Government and Ministers have spoken
about the Plans and tried to enlist po-
pular enthusiasm for the Plans. But
the fundamental precedent for rousing
enthusiasm for the Plans is instruction
as to why and wherefore the Plans
should be adopted.

Even granted that the attitude to
economic imprevement has changed in
the thirty years since Moreland’s com-
plaint, how ‘have the people been
helped to march towards economic pro-
gress? Have the ‘old blocks and resist-
ances to steady growth’ that Rostov
insists are an antecedent to the ‘take
off’ been removed? 1as illiteracy been
removed—illiteracy  which prevents the
farmer from reading and making use
of the agricultural bulletins and other
useful reading matter sent out by the
Agricultural Department?  Literacy is
only 25 per cent for men and 10 per
cent for women, and in the rural parts
it is still lower. And then, has agricul-
tural India adequate mileage of roads
that would connect the village and the
farm with the nearest market-town, so
that farming could rise from the subsist-
ence to the market level—producing for
a paying market rather than for keep-
ing the farmer and his family alive?
India at present has a total mileage
of 120,500 miles of which only 73,000
miles are all-weather roads, whereas
India requires for her economic deve-
lopment 1,000,000 miles of roads. And
then what is the state of water-supply,
sanitation  and drainage, and  housing
that will improve the health of the
agricultural population, and as a result
their  agricultural productivity? The
financial provision for rural water-sup-
ply in the Second Plan period was 28
crores as against 53 crores for urban
water-supply. The Reports on the Plans
are distressingly vague about the num-
ber of wells in the villuges, and one
would be justified in saying that the
vast majority of the 500,000 villages in
India are without protected water-sup-
ply. The record of rural sanitation and
drainage is worse. And as for recons-
truction of rural housing which at pre-
sent consists for the most part of one-
roomed, untiled hovels, the rate of re-
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construction is 5,000 per year for the
whole of India against the 50,000,000
houses which have to be reconstructed
—it wil take 500 years or more to
achieve the result required at the pre-
sent rate of rural housing! And, as for
that great obstacle to agricultural pro-
ductivity, the uneconomic holdings, the
record of consolidation of holdings is
so poor that in despair Mr. Nehru
has turned to co-operative farming—
falling into Charybdis to save himself
from Scylla.

While agricultural productivity tries
to rcach the stage when it can feed
the whole population, thanks to the
adequate extension of roads, canals,
railways, in addition to the-industries
that gather round the building of roads,
canals, railways, Rostov would lead a
country to the second stage of econo-
mic development which would consist
in the development of textile mills with
the manufacture of textile tools and
machines, of railways with the manu-
facture of not only coaches, but engines,
and for the development of the extrac-
tive industrics (coal and iron etc)
with all the heavy enginecring indus-
triecs connected with them. This second
stage also would see the promotion of
heavy  engineering required by the
Defence services (manufacture of tanks,

. shells, armoured cars, etc.)

-

It is only after these two stages have
rcached fairly full development  that
the third stage—the stage of steel, ship-
ping, chemical industries, machine
tools—is provided for in Mr. Rostov’s
theory of economic progress. This is
the stage which Mr. Nehru wants to
rush  the country and the country’s
economy through—jumping over the
two previous stages with enthusiasm
born of emotion but flouting the reali-
ties of Indian economic life. Mr. Ros-
tov’s theory of the ‘take off may be
right or wrong. But one who quotes
it, must in fairness to it and the coun-
try’s economy, obscrve the conditions
and qualifications with which the
author has formulated it.
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*THE WAY WE LIVE TODAY,’ says Mrs Prema {‘
G. Soonderji of Walkeshwar Road, Bombay,
‘we all want new and better things.

«SURF for instance. Today, 1 am proud of
my washing because SURF makes such a
brilliant job of it.’

SURF washes everything in the Soonderj}l
home--shirts and saris, towels and sheets.
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WHY NOT SURF IN YOUR HOME? SURF cuts
your washing work in half, yet gives you
washing that's fresh and gloriously white.
See SURF's extra washing power at work in
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CAPITAL COMMENTS
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T CONGRESS ANALYSTS AND OFFICIAL
' APOLOGISTS
By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: Mr. Sadig Al
Generdl Secretary of the Congress
who functions in that capacity
without prejudice to his member-
ship of the Rajya Sabha, often
calls for public attention by com-
bining official spokesmanship. and
elder statesmanship with a naivete
that should be annoying, if it is
not amusing. Having ventured an
analysis or interpretation ot .thc
recent mid-term elections in Orissa
for the A.LC.C. Economic Review
of which he is the Editor (to
specify his third role), he has ar-
ranged for its advance release.

In his current analysis what one
looks for in vain is a straight
answer to any of the straight
guestions raised or put by OpEo-
sition leaders of eminence. For
instance, Mr. Sadig Ali does not
bother, or hardly deems it neces-
sary, to confirm _or contradict the
statements  made  in the  press
‘about the Orissa hero’s contracts
and sources of clection fund.
Perhaps ‘'mum’ is the word yvhen
any inconvenient question 18 to
Jbe answered. Evasion 1s a gpo_d
political tactic but is a fatal limi-
tation in serious controversy.

Mr. Sadiq Al lmwcverl,.ref.crs
to the talk of “quick mobilisation
of vast resources which brought
victory to the Congress” but pre-
fers to dismiss it airily by tell’l,ng us
that “it is wrong to imagine” that
the Congress victory in Orissa was
due to it. For, seys Mr. Sadiq Ali
axiomatically, “resources by ,Ehcm-
selves do not bring victory and
jngeniously adds’ the proviso, if
the mood of the p(iople is un-
favourable to a party . Mr. Sadiq
Ali’s admission - that 'a big and
well-knit organisatiorl‘: which the
Congress is, can, aS a con-
sequence, command a reasonable
amount of resousces, when neces-
‘sary”  (how reasonable it 15,
should be left to ones r€d
soning faculty!), is rather pat!lef
tic, for while seemingly seeking
to explain or explain away, he is

rather apologising. Mr. Sadiq Ali
need not labour hard to defend
what is, on the face of it, inde-
fensible. He should know that the
public know all about it.

The Congress victory in Orissa
can be easily understood it one
turns to Mr. Sadiq Ali in a recep-
tive mood. Firstly, the Congress
has “a clear conception of <he
direction in which it wants the
country to move”; secondly, “tl_le
appeal of the Congress is still
potent.”; thirdly, people have
“faith in the Congress” as, “with
all its imperfections, it continues
to occupy itsclf actively with th.e
big job of liquidating the' evil
Jegacy of the past and creating a
new social order”. If that were so,
or as simple as that, it is difficult
to understand why the Congress
should have made money so
yotent a factor in sweeping the
polls and paid no heed to warn-
mgs in the matter of company
contributions to party funds.

Mr. Sadiq Ali pompously talks
of “the big job of liquidating the
evil legacy of the past” but turns
a blind eye to the evil practices
of the present which will be but
a most doubtful legacy to the
future. Mr. Sadiq Ali as a staunch
party man may take such com-
fort “as he can from the electoral
victory in Orissa but as an
economist and an analyst, he
should also evaluate its ‘price’.
Orissa’s new leader, much to his
credit, was supposed to have
made no secret of it, in his talks
to his friends, at the end of the
ordeal.

As the General Secretary of the
Congress, Mr. Sadiq Ali knows
only too well that there is no uni-
form method of collection of
funds at the State level and that
each State is inclined to rely on
jts own ingenuity, with none to
check the worst excesses of poli-
tical pressure and even of a spirit
of blatant adventurism. On the
other hand, State leadership is
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judged by results without any
msistence on the rightness of the
methods out of which they have
accrued, whether in one direction
or another. There is nothing that
poor Mr. Sadiq Ali can do about
it, except analyse a situation from
the party angle and step in as a
Defender of the Faith.

Why blame official apologists
when Mr., Nehru himselt has
ceased to Dbe squeamish about
methods and means if only the
ends ensure the survival of the
Congress and the perpetuadioic of
its rule? One can now understand
why Mr. Nehru had piticd the
Oppuosition partics in Orissa, He
knew that they could never beat,
nor race with, the Congress in
its game of employing astras. He
also knew perhaps that with an
ace pilot in charge of affairs, cvery
thing was bound to end well.

What others know is that where
such pilots spread themsclves, the
only alternative to safe landing is
complete crash, and the debris to
be swept off by the gales of his-
tory. For the nonce it is all right.
Mr. Patnaik has made good:
Others may even do better (who
knows?). Distant observers have
equated the Orissa result to a
victory for Mr. Nehru while ana-
Iysts ncarer home have interpreted
it as an expression of people’s
faith in the Congress. In a way
it is the same for Mr. Sadiq Ali
who wants to boost up the orga-
nisation and not be accused of
any weakness for personality-cult.
His irritation—and our difficulty
—is that there is one old man
who refuses to be fooled and
warns us not to be.

ADENSA
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A modern residence, San Thome, Madras. The exterlor
has been finithed with SILVICRETE—=ACC Whits Coment,

For greater beauty

use Silvicrete scc write cement

For that extra beauty, whether you are building
a new house or renovating an old one, use SILVICRETR
- White Cement. There are ever so many uses for ]

SILVICRETE — inside the house, on its outside and in
the garden. siLvicreTE brings out the full beauty

" of terrazzo and tiled floors. It can also be used for

" making colourful exteriors, gleaming jallis, and
"attractive garden furniture.

'y

, Contact:
THE CEMENT MARKETING CO. OF INDIA LIMITED,
Bombay * Madras * Calcutta * Delhi * Indore * Patna « Kanpur)

Secunderabad * Coimbatore * Bangalore * Ahmedabad

Silvicrote has been specially selected as the base for

Silvicrete

« the well-known decorative waterprool cament cutlnﬁ '

- N

THE ASSOCIATED CEMENT COMPANIES LIMITED
The Cement Marketing Company of India L.imited ~~

©

ACC WHITE CEMENT
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YERDICT ON THE
NEW ENGLISH BIBLE

The New. English Bible of 1961
has been appreciatively reviewed
in the Indian P.EN. and a
very good quotation is given
as a specimen of the style of the
book, which is described by the
reviewer as simple and smooth.
The mew version is declared ‘a
great achicvement’. The follow-
ing from a New Leader review,
however, throws doubt on that
verdict:

The NEB’s tone is often quito
ludicrous.  Jesus chides Martha for
fretting and fussing’ and tells the
Pharisces what to do ‘when you give
a lunch or dinner party’ in Luke; he
institutes the Eucharist in John with
‘does this shock you?’ Paul is charg-
cd with being ‘a perfect pest’ in
Acts; he asks the Corinthians to ‘at
least be grown-up in your thinking,’
hopes to stay awhile and avoid ‘a
flying visit” with them, and promises
‘I am not going to sponge upon you’;
bhe tells the Ephesians not to copy
‘good-for-nothing notions’; he writes
to Timothy that deacons should
avoid ‘double talk’ and that a rival
teacher i$ a ‘pompous  ignoramus’,
John the Baptist warns the soldiers
in Luke: ‘No bhullying, no black-
mail’;  the brother of the prodigal
son tells their father that the pro-
digal has returned  “‘after running
through your money with his
women’; the soldiers at the cruci-
fixion in John say of Jesus’s gar-
ment: ‘Let us toss for it.’

There are, however, many things
that modern readers expect of a
Bible besides clarity. One is majesty.
When the centurion says to Jesus,
‘Speak the word only’ in AV, it has
a grandeur that ‘You need only say
the word’ lacks, ‘Of course religion
does yield high dividends’ reads like
a vulgar parody of AV’s ‘godliness’
and ‘great gain’.' Jesws’s ‘Woman,
what have I to do with thee? to his
mother in  John is majestic and
awful, a reminder that primitive
Christianity denounced kin ties to
exalt cult; the NEB’s “Your concern,
mother, is not mine’ is merely an
Eton boy being snippy.

In short, we have not yet attained
to perfection. The New English Bible
is selling its three million copies in
the year of publication, like the
Revised Version in 1885 and the Re-
vised Standard Version in 1951, but
if you look on the pulpits next year,
what do you think you will find?
That same old 1611 book.
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POPULATION PROBLEM
By S. RAJU CHETTIAR

The problem, of population has
assumed in recent times great import-
ance. This is mot a modern problem.
Even the ancients were faced with it
For we read in the old books that the
gods used to hear complaints from
Dame Earth that the world population
had increased beyond her capacity to
bear the strain. On such complaints,
God would cause wars to break out to
reduce the population, so as to relieve
Earth of her oppressive load.

The problems of man are many, and
it is moonshine to think that, if. he
solves the population problem, he will
recach the paradise.  Other problems
are far more grave and complicated and
demand early solution. They are either
neglected or approached without any
clear vision. Even if he succeeds in the
technique and practice of birth-control
and becomes an expert in the practical
use of it, at the end of it all he
will meet with disappointment, be-
cause the other problems will remain
still unsolved.

The Government and the leaders are
aware that in spite of propaganda
spreading over fifty years not even five
per cent of the agriculturists of India
have adopted sound and profitable me-
thods. But they expect that their popu-
lation control measures and endeavours
will succeed. So, at the expense of the
tax-payer, Dbirth-control clinics are
opened, and family limitation institu-
tions are established to achieve a seem-
ingly impossible result of limiting the
population. All this is a waste and it
also betrays complete failure to under-
stand both the psychology of human
beings and the creative purpose of God.

From the individual’s point of view,
birth-control is advisable on medical or
financial grounds. If for medical or
financial reasons they adopt birth-con-
trol, it stands to reason that they must
observe other hygienic laws and prac-
tise economy in their life. Such obser-
vance and practice will free them from
the fear of population increase. We
find them woefully neglecting the laws
of hygiene while taking to various
wasteful habits.

If the people follow a rational life,
children would not become a problem,
either for the parents or for the gov-
ernment. If they avoid drinks, smok-
ing, races, gambling, and other waste-
ful habits, if their dress, jewels, fumni-
ture and dwelling houses are simple
and moderate, and if they pursue know-

ledge and wisdom, and above all have
a sense of proportion in their pleasures
and amusements, then children will
cease to be a problem, nay, they will
become an effective means of improv-
ing the quality and civilisation of the
society.

If a man begins to think that child.
ren are to be trained by him as good
citizens, the problem of population
ceases to be a problem; only when he
thinks of limiting the number, especially
for selfish reasons and on aceount of
his unwillingness to forego his pet
tastes and selfish ends, children become
a problem.

Sir Francis Galton has divided huma-
nity into two groups, the fit and the
unfit. He has shown that the fit are in
minority and the unfit are in majority
and that the rate of increase of the fit
is low, while that of the unfit is high.

Does the Government think of this,
when it indiscriminately encourages
birth-control?  Usually the fit being
educated and well-informed adopt con-
traceptive methods and thereby worsen
the position.

Experience in birth-control methods
will one day prove that man has been
pursuing a wrong scent, that he has
neglected his duty to live as a good
citizen and breed and train his children
as good citizens, and that he has neg-
lected his duty to reform himself, to
produce essentials and to become a
sane and sensible person.

Birth-control, like political freedom,
is no solution for man’s problems.
Unless man obtains freedom from igno-
rance, illiteracy, toadyism, economic
wastes, and immoral and selfish habits,
his problems will remain unsolved, in
spite of birth-control clinics and birth-
control habits.

(All rights reserved)
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MANTRAMS
By BHIKKU

The latest of the injunctions for cur-
ing the ills of this land is eclimination
of ‘casteism’ and ‘linguism’.  For the
time being, these have taken precedence
over the refrains on the socialistic pat-
tern, co-operative farming, ctc. Inherit-
ances do not change by injunctions, Such
panaceas can come honestly only from
a person like our Prime Minister who
has introspectively said of himself that
he failed to identify himself with the
unending procession—one “who woull
separate himself and as from a hill top,
apart, look down at the valley below™.
However, when this counsel is chorus-
sed by many Congress high-ups and
ministerial mouths, one wonders how
much of it is of the nature of man-
trams to lay the ghosts that have been
raised by the ruling party’s own cxpe-
diences—under or above ground—to
sustain its supremacy. The sole target
has becn success at the elections and
cornering of power, and no electoral
strategy of whatever nature was out of
reckoning. Even disease-germs like mala-
ria and poisons like cobra venom are use-
ful in certain ailments,  Of such a
category were the alliances of the Con-
gress with the frankly communal Mus-
lim League in Kerala, with the aristo-
cratic and unsocialistic-minded princes
in Orissa, and its concordance with
the Dravida Kazhagam and its caste-
istic  hatred-potentinl in  Tamil Nad.
Casteism in blatant malevolence was
displayed by one provincial Congress
government when it defined ‘backward-
ness” in its population, so as to single
out one particular community, with a
view to excluding from the scope of
government’s educational, employment
and other benefits. The Olympians in
Delhi did not bat an eye-lid. Tactical
garnish only thinly covered basic affi-
nities and prejudices when a minister
of Madras, replying to a query from
the Central Government concerning
deletion of caste and sect from
official documents, left the answer
diplomatically but nicely balanced
in the air, emphasising elabo-
rately on the basic policy of his Gov-
ernment to help the classes which were
backward. Delhi is far away and Nehru
is safe in his empyrian, to be brought
down to earth whenever necessary for
catching votes with his - shimmering
personality and ‘nostrums. For practical
wear in the provincial arena, these will
not do! . . }

‘Whatever may be the high ideals and
the end products of the socialistic
pattem and the Five:Year Plans of

Nehruji, in the armougy of his cchoing
licutenants they are only handy wea-
pons in the arithmetic®of vote-catching
by promises of Jand for the landless, by
manipulations of schisms between the
worker and the employer, the labourer
and the landlord, and the poor against
the owning classes.  These  latter-day
manufactured-castes  are  diflerent,  but
the ramparts within which they sway,
bristle with guns.

Shouting against castes is not like
the trumpeting round  the  walls ol
Jericho, Caste has its fixture i the
instmetive attachment to one’s roots, to
one’s childhaod, language, upbringing,
dict, worship, muriage, and even dis-
posal of one’s body after death, Caste
where it denotes a particalar calling,
has its measureless value in its disci-
plines of devotion, application, pride in
the nuances of craftsmanship and  joy
in achievement which is only incidentally
afianced to profit and reward. These
are qualitics alien to cross-bred, school-
taught practitioners of trades. Concern-
ing these bookish products in the agri-
cultural calling, even in the work-cexalt-
ing- proletarian  Russia,  Khrushchoy
scathingly  remarked that the  young
graduates wished to remain in Moscow
and other big cities, and when they go
to villages, are frightened of cows!

Actually caste exclusiveness and fana-
ticism had receded into a dull back-
ground of formal rituals of little politi-
cal or cconomic significance during the
two hundred years of British regime.
Linguism had no divisive connotation
at all in British days, when English out-
paced all other languages. It is the post-
Independence vote-grab and  office-
stampedes that have given life and
unlovely stature to these institutions.
Linguistic chauvinism is a direct pro-
duct of Congress brand of democracy
which degenerates from  expedient to
expedicent, unlike democracy in other
countries where it grows from prece-
dent to precedent.

The government, while denouncing
casteism  vociferously, has curiously
founded and fostered an inverted hie-
rarchy of the same by bestowing politi-
cal, economic and educational feather-
beds to those castes which can persu-
ade it to classify as ‘Backward”, The
generous impulse of undoing past injus-
tices has only tilted the sea-saw the
other way in the translation of that
impulse “into practice by theory-ridden
enthusiasts.

- In the immediacy of current troubles,
especially in the recrudescence of blood
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lettings, between the Hindus and Mus-
lims, the rulers do not appear to give
suflicient thought to the consideration
whether the negation of - castes  and
creeds, even if it was practicable, will
bring in the better land of patriotic
brotherhood of all, or will only pre-
cipitate a narrow interest limited to
family or, worse still, to an exaltation
of  solipsistic  individualism  which
dethrones even parental kinships. Dis-
carding of caste is not the alchemist’s
clixir for miscibility and fraternity that
its proponents aver. Are the caste-
emancipated  Western-educated  and
Europe-acclimatised men and women in
the land shining Instres of brotherhood?
The age-centred  exclusiveness amongst
them s, if anything, closer meshed, For
the average human being, the moicty
of sl submersing sympathy in caste
is a warm extension of the family and
hlood aflinity. which can veally be a
foundation on  which au  increasingly
Jarger integration can be built up until
it hecomes national in its width. The
epithet “to build” here savours too much
of man’s conscious volition and capa-
citics in this ticklish process. Patrio-
tism and nationhood can bloom only as
flowers do in a plant. What lies in
one’s hand is but to manure and water
the plant, to remove the weeds and
stones from its vicinity. Only the slow
process of trickling seepage, up root
and stem, through common objects of
love, reverence, pity, laughter, sacrifice,
endeavour, artistic and musical appre-
cintion and interliving can evolve in its
time that unity that cements a body of
people into a nation, If one analyses it,
strange  are the clements that  blend
themselves into a harmonious and heart-
throbbing whole for such people as the
British, compounded of such dissonant
things as the scawsickening  English
Channel  and  Dovercliffs,  Samuel
Johnson no less than William Shakes-
peare, the London cabby’s cockneyisms
no less than Oxford’s accents, the
blear and fog of the mctropolis, and
cven the smelly Smithfield market and
the beggar cronics that pretend to sell
matches. Forcing the pace is the be-
setting sin of cvangelistic do-gooders like
our Prime Minister, and one wouldn’t
wonder if in the sublime faith in ‘the
sovercignty of our legislative bodies, a
law is passed prohibiting marriages
within the same caste. This would only
be a prelude to banning marriages with-
in the same creed. But that would
offend  susceptibilitics other than the
docile  Hindus, whd alone are meat
for social cxperiments in the Congress *
lahoratories. Verily the meek shall in no
wise inherit the earth in. an adult-

franchised democracy of the socialistic
pattern,

July 15, 1961 * SWARAJYA- 18

BURMAH -SHELL REFINERIES LIMITED
MR. L. D. MUDIE’S REVIEW

The following is the statement made by Mr. L. D. Mudie, Chairman, Burmah-Shell
Refineries Limited, at the eighth ammudl general meeting held on 26th June, 1961

N »
Gentlemen

The Directors’ Report and Statement of  Accounts for
the vear are before vou. The crude ol intake of the
Rcﬁn'cry was 366,033 metric tons more in 1960 than in
1959. with income from refining inereasing from Rs. 1091
crores in 1939 to Rs. 1233 crores in 1960, As from Ist
January, 1960, your Company ceased to benefit from  the
relief provided under Section 15(c) of the Tucomne Tax Act
and in consequence, has had to set aside Rs. 2.61 crores for
taxation on 1960 profits as compared with Rs. 190 crores
charged in the 1959 accounts,

An interim dividend of 153 nP. per rupee was declared
and paid in November 1960 on the paid-up ordinary share
capital absorbing R, 207.3 Takhs and the Board now recom-
mend a final dividend of 3 nP. per rupee which will absorb
a further Rs. 69.10 lakhs ; Income Tax at 20% will be payable
on these dividends.

I do not think further comments are vequired in respect
of the details of our 1960 Statement of Accounts  which
are set out fully in the documents already cirenlated to you.
1 would now like to take this opportunity to give a few
figures regarding the growth of Oil demand during the last
five years under the dynamism of the Second Plan period
and also project this picture into the Third Pl to sce
what contribution your Company has to make in this context.

In the process of the miny-sided development through
which the Indian cconomyv has been passing, Oil has effec-
tively played its part. Total inland il consumption will
have risen to about 7.8 million metric tons in 1961 from
4.9 million in 1956, a 59% increase during this peviod.  The
pereentage rise in consumption has varied from product to
product ;  thus, demand for MHigh Speed Diesel OQil will
have risen by 162%, while the demand for Furnace Oil will
have gonc up by S57%, that for Light Dicsel Oil by 48%,

* Lubricants by 47% and Kerosene by 36%.

There appears to be much support for the view that
we should provide for an annual compound growth rate of
about 12% during the Third Plan period, as compared to
the rate of 10% experienced in the Sccond Plan. These
projections will naturally require revision at regular intervals,
but it is generally recognised that energy is an essential
overhead of economic growth and the growing importance
of oil in the Indian pattern of cnergy consumption has
been well demonstrated during the last decade.

At the mecting of the Oil Advisory Committee held
in May this yecar! a figure of 13.55 m. metric tons was
agreed as the likely inland demand in 1966. Including
the provision for international bunkers, total demand for
refined petroleum products will be about 14.14 m. metric
tofts representing a8 crude oil equivalent of about 15.27
million metric tons. The Oil Advisory Committee will
review their forccasts at regular intervals and experience
may well show an upward revision is necessary. Your Com-
pany attaches much weight to tRese figurcs, for with such tar-
gets before us, the cxchange of ideas and plans between the
public and private sectors is greatly facilitated, thus- leading;
it is hoped, to an understanding that a full contribution

« from boh sectors is essential, if the task ahead is to be
completed in time.

While opinians may differ in regard to priorities. one
incontrovertible fact emerges, namely that to mecet a demaml
of the orde}- of 15 m. metric tons of crude equivalent by
A —————

e SRS R SR R

the end of the Third Plan, investment on a large scale in
all phases of the business is required not only now but as
a4 recwrring need into the long term future. The Oil Indus-
try is highly capital intensive and experience has proved
that to find, produce, refine and distribute to the consumer
1 million tons of Oil calls for a capital investment of appro-
ximately Rs. 60 crores, Tt is apparent, therefore, that an
increase in consumption by about 7 million tons over the
Third Plan period calls for a capital investment of some

Rs. 400 crores i this increase alone is to be assured.

Investment is only one aspect of the problem, “Equally
important is the time factor; here, there are no short-cuts.
There is no way of finding oil without drilling; the risk
of failure is great and ceven successful ventures take many
vears and consume much money before the fruits of success
in the form of commercial. production of crude oil are ready
to reach the consuming market.

From the moment of inspiration, to engincer, construct,
stalf, and bring on full stream a new refinery, is the work
of years.

The distribution of oil presents its own special problems
in a country the size of India; here is a railway system
doing a magnificent job but nevertheless unable always to
cater for the full trafBc. The road system is still in the
development stage.  An oil distribution network must there-
fore provide innumerable upcountry storage points to ensure
the smooth flow of supplies throughout the country.

T am convineed that for prompt, effective action to meet
these challenges there s need for a massive effort, attacking
the problem from as broad a front as possible, and enlist-
ing help from all who are willing to contribute, on terms
which are reasonable and still in keeping with the avowed
objectives of Indian economic development,

In his speech at this mecting last year the Chairman
said that provided we were permitted to go ahead with
our cxpansion proposal there might bhe room for further
modification in the terms of the 1951 Refinery Agreement
in addition to the Duty Protection which we had agreed to
forego.

. Arising from the ahove statement the Ministry of Steel,
Mines & Fuel informed the Company that the question of
revising the Refinery Agreement and a proposal to expand
the cn:):;(‘ity (;f t;hvt I'loﬁn('ry would have to he treated quite
separate ang H Ty 3
t()::(-t]\(-x',y This l::h‘:t\“:‘:‘11;?“:(?1];?} dg“)"“m“b to Tk them

In Febroary this oo : h tptom‘ er, 1960. ‘

n tebruary this year the Company received an official
f"lﬂy to its original proposal for the expansion bhut in this
;fil(.;;-’;n:(r’»WCOVCmm]ont stated that.thoy were unable to con-

any proposal for the expansion of the refinery in terms
of the 1951 Agreement. The letter went on to state that,
?\:dth:;f t&::’{;?:;r;‘lzip';gféiy lll)l]((‘])’ to .be available by the
10.75 m. motric t"or'\s"\nd‘r Odﬂ_f,‘ D"flO(l would be about
had becén’ variously ‘in‘dic‘"ltt-d' e dff_man_ds at that date

: sk 7 as 10 to 14 tri

annum, - Government *had  decided, subi T Metnie tons pet
in the Tight of -q m‘6té--16m1r!te-f" iy ](.J'd to.rgqon51deration
by the Oil Advisory éom atf Ore.;?]aSt o D!‘Odu'ct demand
refining ‘capacity in th vt Seapy further increase i

' : e Private Sector was not considered
necessary.  As mentioned earlicr, t} . ‘

! e Oil Advisory Commit-
t.(\(\ has.nmv estimated product demiand in 196(l3.y includin
international bunkers, at ahout 14.14 m. metric t,om e

{ Continued on next nage )
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

-

SWARAJYA

DURATION OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Sir,—~Two mid-term elections have
been conducted, one in Kerala and the
other in Orissa. The former took place
after an extraordinary dissolution, on
the (alleged) ground of ‘emergency’,
which shocked legal opinion.

In the latter instance, thanks to the
power of money, though the Congress

unless sooner dissolved, shall _continue
for five years from the date appointed
for its first meeting and no longer.”

Provision is made for an extension
by Parliament for a period not exceed-
ing one year at a time, while a Pro-
clamation of Emergency is in operation,
Happily there is now no such emer-
gency in Kerala or Orissa.
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SwARAJYA welcomes comments
and criticisms by readers on
matters of general public interest.
In view of the size of the journal,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor

for their foreign exchange require-
ments. They were, therefore, obliged to
seek the co-operation of forcign indus-
trialists and induce them to invest in

could not have expected to retain even
the 56 seats they had in the legislature,
actually won 82 seats, exceeding the
most optimistic calculations.

These two are but mid-term elections,
and those now elected will have to face
again the General Elections of 1962.

The relevant provision, Article 172
of the Constitution Act, reads: “Every
Legislative Assembly of every State,

Sir,—Private

FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN
PRIVATE SECTOR

their schemes by way of supplying the

(Pror.) X. R. R. SasTRY required machinery. However, in view

of the increase in the aid offered by
the respective Governments to our
Third Plan, the forcign investors have
now to curtail their shares of invest-
ments in the private sector schemes in
India, because they have been asked
by their Governments to contribute to

entrepreneurs were  their Government’s  share of aid to
asked to make their own arrangements India.” These obscrvations were made

( Continued from previous page)

Revised cost estimates, which have more recently been
communicated to Government, show that the additional
million tons of refining capacity will cost only Rs. 2.83 crores,
a fraction of the cost of constructing a new refinery "of
comparable capacity, and that the project to manufacture
Lubricating Oil, now stepped up from 60,000 to 100,000
metric tons capacity per annum, will cost Rs. 6.47 crores.
The total cost of the two projects has therefore been reduced
by Rs. 2.28 crores and I would remind you that there will
be no request to Government for foreign exchange, which
will be provided from our own resources.

Despite the cool reception which these proposals have
received so far I feel they are so sound and their accept-
ance is so much in the country’s interest that we should
be optimistic about the final outcome.

It will perhaps be useful again to refer to the sustained
increase in Middle Distillate production and reduction in
vield of Motor Spirit achieved by your Company between
its commencement of operations and the year under review.

1955 1960
Motor Spirit R
(% production on crude intake
on weight basis) 22 149

Middle Distillates
(# production on crude intake
on weight basis) 33.5 45.1

Continued improvements in manufacturing techniques
increased Crude throughout, as already stated, by 366,035
metric tons to a total of 2,843,010 metric tons in 1060
producing an additional 295,000 tons ef ossential Middle
Distillates and only a marginal extra quantity of Motor
Spirit. This represents a substantial contrfbution towards
minimising the import of deficit products. Today your
Refinery is operating at a rate equivalent to an annual Crude
intake of 3 million metric tons and this further achievement
is in logical conformity with the concept of utilising the
country’s capital assets to the maximumsa cardinal principle
in a capital hungry world.

While there will be a critical period of product imba-
lance with a considerable surplus of Motor Spirit following
the commissioning of the Gauhati and Barauni Refineries

there are encouraging indications in the longer term. One
favourable factor is the development of chemical and fertili-
ser industries based on a light petroleum feedstock and in
this connection a contract has been concluded by our
Marketing Associates with F.A.C.T. for the supply of naphtha
to their Fertiliser Plant at Alwaye. Also of interest is a
contract recently signed by our Marketing Associates with
the Fertiliser Corporation of India for the supply of 50,000
metric tons of refinery gas annually to their Trombay Plant.

Before I close, I would like to refer to four further
points of interest.

During last year, negotiations were undertaken with
Government for permission to manufacture Jute Batching
OQil and I am happy to report that the necessary licence
has now been received and the Refinery has already com-
menced production of a high quality which conforms to
the very special requirements of the Jute Industry.

Our Marketing Associates are in negotiation with the
Oil and Natural Gas Commission for processing at our
Refinery indigenous crude from the Ankleshwar oilfields.
Many important details have yet to be settled, but the
Railway Authorities have in hand the laying of sidings at
the refinery site to handle this crude oil traffic in tankwaéons

Your Company offered to train 18 operators for th(;
Gauhati Refinery and also to accept two of their senior staff
for study visits. These offers have been accepted and train-
ing will commence shortly. "
honoured (0 et the.mitotion. eatomid ly pranger,  was

extended to him last

by the Council of Scientifi i year
C] c and Industrial Research to

serve as a member of the Governing Council of the Indi:
Institute of Petroleum. I h i
ave no doubt that he will bring
to bear 3111 :)h:la deliberations of the Council his wide experi-
:;t;-: t:;']es. e Industry acquired over many years in different

It remains for me to thank th i i
those who worked for him for the zox:ll:aii;;)qg 31}§?Ctor and
of thfa year under review. The encouraging ﬁnale‘{eiTlents
technical results referred to earlier are the res‘ultnm? }a:"'d
fhard work and ingenuity and in the full expect t'O "that
these qualities will be with us in the pectation that

look to the future with confidence. years to come, we

-—-—*_'—“—__\
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by Mr. S. Narayanaswamy at a recent
meeting at Gokhale Hall.

This would, therefore, mean that
there is no real increase in the aid
offered, but only a diversion of the
foreign aid from the private sector to
the public sector, or in other words,
from a profitable sector to a wasteful
sector. Investment by foreign capitalists
in private sector schemes is no risk to
the people. Repayment is the concern
of the *capitalists themselves. ~Aid on
Government-to-Government ~ basis is a
risk to the nation as a whole and the
people should be concerned about it.

S. KRISHNAN

————

ADMINISTRATIVE ZONES IN
PLACE OF STATES

Sir,—Any attempt to tinker with
the problem of communalism  will
prove futile. T suggest the following
measures to cradicate the evil:

(1) Abolition of the present divi-
sion of India into States and
creation, in their place, of six
new administrative zones.

(2) Each zone should have minis-
ters representing every com-
munity.

(3) Each zone should have a
«Zonal Protection Committee”
consisting of members of all
communitics in each zone,
with a view to taking all mea-
sures calculated to bring about
communal harmony by redress-

. ing the grievances of the
people.
P. V. V. Ramax

Calcutta-29

w——

DISTRIBUTION OF
BETELNUT

Sir,—In the previous October 1960-
March 1961 licensing period, establish-
ed importers were *granted a quota of
1% per cent of their best year’s import
of betelnuts and a 2% per cent quota of
the best year’s imports of spices. In
the® current period, each established
importer has been granted an ad hoc
licence for Rs. 500 only, irrespective of
the past best year's import. ]

The State Trading Corporation  of

India Ltd. is to be given licences to
import betelnuts and spices to supple-

ment the ad hoc Ticences issued to the

established importers. There are many
varieties of betelnuts; yarieties in de-
mand in certain regions are not markeg-
able in others. The demand of a parti-
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cular variety also depends on festival
and marriage seasons. Before indent is
placed and steps are taken for the im-
port of betelnuts and spices, the Corpo-
ration can usefully consult established
importers and the traders, especially
with reference t» the countries where
the particular species of nuts are avail-
able for export and the wvarieties in
demand by the public in the regions
concerned.

The cut in the import cffected by the
issue of ad hoc licences to the value of
Rs. 500 to cach established importer

15

causes hardship to the dealer when he is
unable to meet the needs of his custo-
mers. The established importers and
dealers  should be replenished with
stocks imported by the Corporation to
enable them to meet their needs. In
regard to drying, stocking the betelnuts
and fumigating them, the special know-
ledge and experience of the importers
might be utilised by the Corporation.
The Corporation should also utilise the
services of the established importers in
the distribution of betelnuts and spices
imported by it.

V. V. V. ANANDHAM
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The Student Exchange Pro-
%ramme is not thriving at the
+ Indian end. It is reported that in
spite of our offer of one hundred
scholarships for foreign students
~to follow advanced studies in
India, there is a great shortage in
acceptances. The young folk
selected abroad show very little
enthusiasm, although in India
there is a scramble among uni-
versity students and post-gradu-
ate cadets to gecure scholarships
abroad available in Europe and
America. In India recent statistics
reveal that there are more appli-
cations for admission to technical
‘courses than to the study of the
. Humanities. Our domestic trend is

“easily understandable in.an age .

of industrialisation and Pplanning
under expert tutelage of foreign
“technicians who are expected
“eventually to hand over responsi-
bility to their Indian trainees. In
‘fact the boast of the Hindustan
Machine Tools Factory is that the
services of alien technicians are
no longer required to maintain
operational efficiency. What can
be the reason for the studentships
we offer to foreign youth to dwin-
dle in their attractivenecs?

" The first and foremost cause is
the- positive uncertainty of our
linguistic politics in relation to the
medium of study amongst diffe-
rent universities which, for lack
of a uniform policy, makes for
-deterioration in standards. The
main ‘object of vouthful inter-
change is to familiarise the com-
ing generation with developments
in different lands and in the prac-
‘tice of social intercourse to dis-

FROM MUDDLE TO MUDDLE. -

By POTHAN JOSEPH

solve racial prejudice and pro-
mote the relaxation of interna-
tional tensions. As for pupils, the
definite purpose of adequate train-
ing for their careers cannot be
ignored. They are of course mis-
sionaries of peace who, after fos-
tering goodwill in strange lands
and among friendly faces, become
the champions of a brave new
world. India’s educational policy
has been empirical and erratic
ever since the day of Indepen-
dence, a large number of Hindi
champions struggling to force the
pace and capitalise on Articles in
the Constitution totally insus-
ceptible of enforcement by ' the
date-line. - Amendments to _ the

‘Constitution ‘have been rushed

¢ No Meeting Ground ”

“Though I was beginning -
to detect some differences
in view-point between you
and me, I had no notion
whatever of the terrible ex-
tent of these differences. I
see quite clearly that you
must carry on an open war-
fare against me and my
views. The differences bet-
ween you and me appear to
be so vast and so radical
that there scems to be no
mecting ground. I suggest
a dignified way of unfurling
your flag.”

—Gandhi to Sri Nehru

(Quoted in Atulananda
Chakrabarti’s book, Nehru,
his Democracy and India.)

with the aid of party-whips to suit
the convenicnces of the ruling
party, but the reorganisation of
States and intolerance in linguis-
tic drives have made not only for
anarchic claims but also for alarm-
ing deterioration in standards.
Platitudes are frequently uttered
about the growth of languages,
the need for a cosmopolitan out-
look, and readiness to subordinate

.differences so as not to divert

attention from the implementa-
tion of economic programmes with
‘flaming zeal’. The wise pledge of
the Prime Minister was later rati-
fied by an undivided Congréss
resolution. There is no doubt the
Prime Minister was on the: right
track when he declared that unless
non-Hindi . speaking areas posi-
tively asked for the introduction
of Hindi in their affairs, there
shall be no interference with lan-
guage, including the medium of
education, and that in the mean-
while English would prevail as
Associate Language with regienal
experiments untouched. Left to
himself, he would give legislative
form to his opinion, but there are
mental reservations amongst top-
leaders. The Pant formula for the
pacification of Assam and the Hill
States. carried the furtive provi-
sion that transitional expedients
could be tolerated until Hindi at
last prevailed over all the contend-
ing elements. The Shastri solution
is similarly hedged, so that parents
do not know. whether what is
workable should be sacrificed for
the ultimate. :

. Assume that in the International
Exchange Programme. a student
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in the Congo is attracted to India,
could he opt for the Sylhet Uni-
versity in a region of teacher-
strikes, daily processions, hartals,
ete., in a battle of words? The
same tension without high class
demonstrations which end in
shooting may be discerned in
other seats of learning for lack
of a resolute decision in favour of
English known all over India, and
which holds the States together,
which is known for its utility and
scientific content and whose vogue
in adrginistrati(m has never so far
led to riots.

Our Hindi dictionary of scien-
tific terms cannot grip the imagi-
nation of many foreign students
who are anxious for proficiency in
scholarship, besides the reduction
of international tensions. As for
discipline, the zig-zag course of
Authority in India may be dis-
cerned in the decision (June 1961)
of the Union Ministry of Educa-
tion to scrap the National Disci-

line scheme which was started in
July 1954. The seven years expe-
riment is over, and it is to be
substituted by a new project of
the Ministry at “Kasturba Nike-
tan, Delhi, a school for refugee
children under the guidance of
Mr. J. K. Bhonsle, then Union De-
puty Minister of Rehabilitation.”
When the Prime Minister visited
the spot he was touched by the
effort to save refugee children, in
consequence of which primary
training was geared up on that
exigency-model. The enthusiasm
sagged down and Mr. Bhonsle is
returning to politics keen on a
constituency for the Lok Sabha
on the strength of a_Congress
ticket from the Punjab, In the re-
versal of educational philosophy,
a new set of pedagogues seem to
have captured the helm. They, in
essence, want to work on the prin-
ciple of mens sana corpori sana,
the mould of the child’s mind
being shaped by physical culture.
The adolescent from abroad would
find himself like a fish out of water
when higher diplomas emerging
from the new-graded institutions
contemplate Yoga and mental
sublimation as an ideal he could
carry with him home; and this,
just when the Prime Minister con.
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SOURCES OF CONGRESS MONEY POWER
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

L[]

The report thaj Ahmedabad
millowners, usually the treasury of
the Congress, are® resisting de-
mands for election cxpenses of the
Congress Party must have upsct
the budget of the party, which
was set for Rs. 12 crores. The
example of these millowners is
likely to be followed more tho-
roughly by other business inte-
rests less enthusiastic about the
Congress.

The change of attitude may be
due, first, to the growing convic-
tion that the Congress may not
be returned to power and, there-
fore, the investment will be bad.
Though after the Orissa victory
such a conclusion may not appear
appropriate, the dissensions in the
Congress, the dissatisfaction of the
masses, the disappointment even
in the ranks of the services ap-
pear to have reduced the pros-
pects of the Congress. Secondly,
the emergence of the Swatantra
Party as a better alternative than
the Communist and other leftist
partics to the Congress has eroded
the residuary support which the
Congress had so far received.
Even the communal parties threa-
ten some of the votes which the
Congress commanded.

Thirdly, the capitalists are rea-
lising that whatever they may do
for the Congress, it does nothing
for them, unless it serves its
policy of Statism, which will ulti-
mately swallow them. A survey of
what industry and trade have
suffered during the last one week
can explain both the inability
and unwillingness of capital in-
terests to please the Congress.
On July 8rd the Government

asked the mills to imcrease pro-
duction of coarse cloth, ignoring
that the market for this is res-
tricted because of the competition
of khadi and handloom cloth.
The Federation of the ‘Indian
Chambers of Commerce expressed
their despair with the ‘idle’ capa-
city of cxisting plants, notwith-
standing which the Government
was sanctioning new units, The
capacity utilised in chrome hides
and glassware was only 50 per
cent, in bleaching powder 30 per
cent, in soaps 56 per cent, among
17 industries which had idle
capacitics. On July 24th, a num-
ber of collieries reported that they
were closing for want of explo-
sives which the Government was
appropriating for its own use.
The Reserve Bank declared a
moratorium on two more small
banks, withont giving reasons for
the consequent loss suffered by
the shareholders and depositors.
Since 1956, the number of non-
scheduled banks has fallen from
302 to 258 and may fall to zero,
because deposits are being with-
drawn from them lest their value
should be confiscated, in part, by
the policy of the Government
in forcibly amalgamating them
with larger banks. Unless the
Government is engaged in a
policy of nationalization by the
backdoor, all banks, the big
after the small, being amalga-
mated, the enlargement of the base
of bhigger banks is directly in
conflict with the declared policy
of the Government to prevent
concentratiorr of economic power.
On July 5th, while Minister Mala-
viya continued to talk about his

stantly preaches the wmental re-
quisites and scientific terminology
essential in schools and colleges
so that youngsters could be fit for
the new era. The Union Educa-
tion Minister’s latest assurance is
that elementary education “will
receive the highest priority during
the Third Five Year Plan”. This
is a facade to conceal haphazard
preparations for life’s battle, In

the matter of text-hooks and tea-
chers the doctrinarians appear to
hava no touch with the realities.
The UNESCO is announced as
coming to our rescue by establish-
ing “a centre to train Educational
Administrators”. It is a  philan-
thropic  start but it is also an
admission of random activities in
the first fourteen years of
Freedom.
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fairy schemes of oil production,
it was reported that industrial
output which had fallen by 6 to 7
per cent in February, continued
to fall in April also. On July 6th,
brokers were put out of their
trade by a ban on firm allocation
of capital issues to them, which
will also affect future company
promotioh. It was also announced
that our forcign assets had fallen
to a new low, threatening the
statutory limit and certainly mak-
ing the future gloomy for esta-
blished  industries  requiring  im-
ported raw materials and compo-
nents. Next day, trade and indus-
try felt that the U.K. was nearing
union with the European Com-
mon Market, which might cut
down our export trade by more
than a quarter. At the same time,
the Indian Merchants Chamber
was shocked that the State Trad-
ing Corporation will be allowed to
invest in Company Funds which
would make it 2 mammoth orga-
nization with monopolist powers.
In Bombay, old shippers were
dismayed that with the Rupee
credit Russia had heen allowed to
accumulate, it was disrupting the
wool trade as it had already dis-
rupted the hides and cashew-nut
trade. On July 8th Wage Boards
for coffee and rubber plantations
were announced, which like other
Wage Boards before, will increase
wages in industries already on the
edge of collapse. On July 9th, the
Manufacturers” Association pro-
tested against the further expan-
sion of the State Trading Corpo-
ration which was not only reduc-
ing exports, but was disrupting
existing organizations for export.
At the same time, Engineering
units asked for more and special
steels, to he able to carry on.
These details are tedious but
they .indicate how much even
during a single week our economy
is storm-tossed, which not only
anakes private enterprise a form
of wild speculation but increases

costs and prices which do not
allow natural expansion of the |
industrial base. The capitalists -
cannot be grateful to the Congress

closed market without limit to

because, even though they have a
the prices, they are living from‘

r
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day to day. It has also sunk in-
to them that as the landowners,
who once supported the Con-
gress are now being sacrificed,
their own turn will come for being
atomised in the iInevitable growth
of the communist pattern.  Some
of them are feeling the economic
strain, because as many as twenty
on the top pay 120 per cent as
income-tax, from the body of
their capital. On the whole, capi-
talists will only pay donations
when they cannot help because
of their dependence on Govern-
ment for the day to day working
of their enterprises. They are
likely to pay less than beforg
and much less than what the Con-
gress expects.

The Congress therefore is look-
ing for other sources. Its leaders
have started collecting in multi-
ples of rupees from the general
public, Nehru being photo-
graphed making his own contri-
bution of ten rupees. Such is the
dependence of the public on
Government and the good graces
of the Congress that a sizeable
amount may be realised from the

MAN OF FAITH

“How often has public
calamity been arrested on
the very brink of ruin,
by the seasonable energy of
a single man? Have we no
such man amongst us? I am
as sure as I am of my being,
that one vigorous mind with-
out office, without situation,
without public functions of
any kind, (at a time when
the want of such a thing is
felt, as T am sure it is) I
say, one such man, confid-
ing in the aid of God, and
full of just reliance in his
own fortitude, vigour, enter-
prise, and perseverance,

- would first draw to him
some few like himself, and
then that multitudes, hardly
thought to be in existence,
would appear and troop
about him.”

—From Edmund Burke’s
letter to William Elliott,

May 1795
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population, particularly if petty
officials lend secret support.
Opposition parties will have to be
watchful, informing people that
they are not bound to pay to a
political organisation, which has
done good only to itself and
not to them.

Secondly, the Government is
increasing the complexity of its
rules and the licences issued
under them, like those for export
promotion, to cash in on gratitude
of those favoured while it is
warm. It is up to the legislators
to ask for a standstill on changes
even procedural, until the elec-
tions are over.

Thirdly, the Congress expects
to milk its licensees and permit-
holders on the ground that if they
do not pay, their infractions will
be booked. Opposition parties
should assure honest licensees of
protection against victimisation.

Fourthly, official facilities like
transport, grants, schemes will be
used for securing support for the
party. In respect of transport,
Opposition parties should keep
watch on tours of ministers, which
are not for their duties and draw
the attention of the Accountant
Generals to their duty to disallow
public expenditure for party pur-
poses. If enough objections are
received from all districts, the
Accounts Department will be
compelled to pay attention to the
misuse of public funds.

Lastly, the Congress may draw
uponp Memorial Funds like those
for Gandhiji and Kasturba. No
one knows how they are spent
now, apart from employing various
individuals with only party guali-
fications. A demand that these
funds should be audited for the
information of the public which
subscribed to them is long over-
due.

The Congress may not be short
of funds for the elections because,
as old sources dry up, it will
create new ones with the power
the Government has over the
finances and economics of the
country. The problem, therefore,
still remains of preventing the
Congress from spending its funds
on any but approved election ex- -
penses.
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CURRENT EVENTS ::

It is bad form to belittle one’s
own country when abroad, but
the eontrary tendency to exagge-
rate patriotic exploits in the pro-
cesses of “dispelling ignorance”
about India can also carry boome-
rang cffects. Minister S. K. Patil,
during his American tour, culti-
vated goodwill and enhanced our
economic credit to help us over
our difficulties as forescen in the
next ten years, but in  boosting
success he appears to have com-
mitted himself to claims inconsist-
ent with the statistical anticipa-
tions of the Planning Commission.
By way of colourful reporting he
told an audience that for the last
twelve years of Independence
there has been “no starvation
death in India”. On the other
hand, in the grow-more-food cam-
paign we are officially striving to
reach a target of 110 million tons,
the present quantum being 80 mil-
lion tens. The Minister added that
“India is self-sufficient in food”
and that we are in a position to
export cereals. These incongruities

have a way of taking root in
foreign quotations.
L] L] o

~ The suggestion that 50 million
mendicants
bowls filled with food is a flatter-
ing tribute to the charitableness
of the Indian people but figures
falsify objective appreciatiof?. By
a play of words. the Minister tried
to impress American Economists
that India is not a ‘deficit’ country
but a ‘marginal country”. Still it
is this margin that has to be filled
by the continuous import of wheat
and rice released from dollar
areas. The American tourist gets
- disillusioned when he visits India
and the precincts of many places
‘of worship where irrespective of
‘denominational religion ' beggars
.congregate. Apart from the factual
.discrepancy. we have to take

account of a train of thoughts’

‘which - puts questions about . the
_elasticities of some of our propo-
_sitions. A book hairbeeg published
bv Professor P. T. Bauer under
the title Indian Economic Policy

get their begging

and Development in which, with
the aid of analytical tables, he
re-values the cldims of controlled
economy. There js no intention to
disparage official enthusiasm for
the public sector and nationalized
procedure in State investments;
but the author gives material to
reach the conclusion that “the con-
trol system reduces investment,
domestic and  forcign, obstructs
enterprise and favours private
monopoly”. Fuarther there is a pub-
lication by Sir Theodore Gregory

with the title India on the Eve of

the Third Five Year Plan, that
merits study by the advocates of
State patronage and State trading.
Sir Theodore is not a bird of
passage. He has a grasp of
Indian cconomy before and after
Indian Independence. He says
little about graft in associa-
tion with the licensing system
administered by the ruling party.
We in India are familiar with it
at the approach of elections but he
says “what is to be feared at the
moment is not the threat of a fur-
ther general nationalization, but

the doctrinaire use of . existing
powers by the State”.
& [ ] .

A hard-headed economist, Sir
Theodore has no interest in dis-
counting anybody’s achievement
nor is Professor P. T. ‘Bauer
briefed by any Opposition party.
Professor Baner holds that India’s
extensive controls bode no good
to small business; the actual ope-
ration of controls, on the other
hand, represses initiative and the
illusion of a co-operative common-
wealth, and equally-distributed
income to abolish grades of per-
formance is bound to come to us
if we pursue emotional slogans tp
maintain party-fever. ‘ :
. ° . e ° :

If actual experience and opeh
claims for the hearing of the
world are in discord, the country
will have to face the davy of
Nemesis. Finance Minister Morarn-
ji . Desai, speaking in Kashmit,
advised the new bureaiicracy whé
are being tutored in ‘scientific
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management’ that the future of
business is in their hands, and the
training they reccive was mcant
to promote enterprise for the
greater  prosperity of the nation.
Here again actualities point to a
regime  of cfficiency spoilt from
the start with the so-called socia-
listic conceptions of national wel-
fare contrived on erroncous pre-
mises, and fostered throngh a
mammoth  system of ill-regulated
cconomy exercised hy theoreti-
cians with many new-fangled
notions in subserviency to a mass
of impracticable dogmas. Morarji
Desai in his address wants to
double our exports which is an
unexceptionable aim but the in-
toxication of success. already taken
for granted, gives him also  the

complex  of  permanent party-
triumphs.
; L ] [

The Ambassador from Czecho-
slovakia. Dr. J. Pivonka, gave a
press-talk at Bombay describing
the industrial enterprise of his
country during the course of
which he remarked: “Shortage of
water and electricity is our main
problem. We are crecting an ato-

mic reactor near Brati-slava in’

Slovakia bathed by the Danube to
be ready within a year, but then
an atomic reactor is no solution to
power-shortage”™ That  power
cannot be economically deve-
loped by the installation of
atomic reactors is more or less ob-
vious from the fact that in coun-
tries like Britain and the ‘United
States thev, far from investing
huge capital on spectacular reac:
tors, prefer developing conven-
tional sources of encrgy through
the use of coal. water-falls and
the erection of dams to cape with
power-shortage. In TIndig; ,ynder
the Prime Minister’s insistence.

- we are nutt_ing,,uq“mg Tagrangre

"Project at a cost (specmnxﬁ\{otpd)

of Rs. 51 crores.
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Mr. Nehru is not merely
Prime Minister and F orcign Minis-
ter but Chairman of the Atomic
Encrgy Commission, a role in
which he takes pride as a pionecr
statesman fond of gigantic inno-
vations, When Dr. Bhabha casu-
ally observed not long ago that
India had the know-how to pro-
duce atomic bombs in two years,
Mr. Nehru, as the apostle of peace
and the organiser of international
goodwill, promptly announced
that on no account would India
produce atomic missiles or therma
nuclear weapons, peace being her
toreign policy. When he inaugu-
rated the Atomic Reactor, he how-
ever took care to announce that
the Tarapore venture would be
the first of its kind in. all Asia,
but certain scientific specialists
argued in the press that, as a
means of augmenting  power, it
would be prohibitively expensive,
and if the capital outlay were put
to more familiar forms of creating
energy and developing our fuel
resources, India would be having
better dividends. What inspired
the Primc Minister was the vision
of the first and biggest Atomic
Reactor of all Asia to be esta-
blished in India. He seeks impacts
that would create tremendous
impressions rather than choose
schemes that subserve the pur-
poses of economy and utility.
What  cinema-advertisers  call
‘super-colossal’ fascinates him.

o 3 o

The monotonous complaint that
the solidarity of the Congress is
being marred by “Groupism” is
spreading to several States with
elections at a short distance. The
battle of groupism twe years ago
was in respect of intema{ rivalries
traced to lack of harmony bet-
ween the two Wings of the Con-
gress. Which of them wielded
more power, the actual Ministry
or the Pradesh Committee? The
remedy was to send a represertta-
tive of the High Command to in-
vestigate factions locally, and
sometimes to take a vote that
might result in a change of for-
tunes. The practice now is for
politicians at loggerheads to fly
constantly to New Delhi and sub-
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mit to a patch-up which, on their
return, they find as having given
way under the strain of the ori-
ginal tensions or ambitious intri-
gues.  Those ipclined to put
external pressure were listed in
the category of ‘dissidents’. To-
day therc is more scramble for
tickets than the fight for brief
office. Disputes in States like
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh fluctuate
on the issue of groupism, but the
remedy is to say that the position
should  be ‘broad-based”. The
Chief Minister of U.P, C. B.
Gupta, is also willing to have the
situation a little more broad-based
including a temporary addition of
ministers,

5

This panacea does not however
reassure those who arc not in the
Cabinct. Their broad-base re-
quires  being pampered with a
firm proportion  of Congress
tickets. Nobody has suggested that
there should 'be a reduction in
the size of the Ministry, the more
being the merrier. The fact of the
matter is that the spoils system,
which provides for the loaves and
fishes of office besides other forms
of patronage and exploitation, is
taking roots in the country; and
the group-totalitarianism implicit
in it might turn out to be an
incorrigible feature of our demo-
cracy-in-decadence,

P. J.
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IT MUST BE DONE
By~ C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The elimination of illusions and
falsehoods is a necessary condi-
tion for arriving at the proper
solution of any problem of life,
national or individual. Even as
strict adherence to truth is neces-
sary in all scientific investigations,
and bias and prejudice are fatal,
difficult problems of administration
call for the elimination of untruth,
the .avoidance of prejudice and
recognition of reality as of sup-
reme importance: this, although
there is a deal of falsehood
and illusion in politics. Otherwise,
all solutions will prove illusory. The
language problems that now face
the Government of India demand
a thorough-going attachment to
truth, however unpleasant it
may be.

It should be realised that
the quarrel is not between langu-
ages although men prefer to put
it that way. Languages do not
quarrel. The issues are bet-
ween men, groups of men with
feelings and families, with ambi-
tions and selfish hearts. Let us
realise this fact and we shall then,
if we try, be able to find the
right solution. The pleas made
on behalf of Hindi and the
scorn flung at English, have these
anything to do with the language
issue? No, it is the ambition of
Hindi-speaking leaders, their own
and that on behalf of Hindi-
speaking men in a lower tier.
Swords and spears, and flags and
flowers, and languages do not hate
or love: it is the men who hate
and love that carry and use these
‘tools to satisfy their feelings of
jealousy, fear, hate and love. We
must get behind the misleading
facade of lifeless instruments and
understand and deal with the
hearts of men.

Minority communities in a de-
mocratic set-up are under handi-
caps which cannot be ignored.
Majorities are given the right to
rule in the States, but they have
no licence to oppress as often in
their pride they seek to do. The
just pain of these minorities is
given a bad name, ‘communalism’,

.

and is sought te be condemned
as unworthy and unpatriotic.

Those of the tnajority commu-
nity who accuse the minority
groups as being communal, and
club together against the latter,
are worse communalists than the
people who club together in de-
tence against a sovereign majority.
Clubbing together for oftence is
certainly more reprehensible than
clubbing for defence. To seek to
deprive those who suffer, or be-
lieve they suffer, of their right to
associate  together in  defence
against an all-powertul  majority
is the worst form of oppression.
To constantly contemplate on the
image of a supposed danger and
thereby becoming themselves what
they oppose and dread, putting
on the air of patriotism and
nationalism  with all power on
their side, and to dub the exercise
of rights guaranteed in the Cons-
titution as being a communal
move, this is truly adding insult
to injury. Freedom consists in res-
pecting other people’s freedom
besides one’s own. Other people’s
freedom, be they weak or strong.
few or numerous must be res-
pected. Otherwise, the day will
soon arrive when the many, even
in one community, will disregard
the freedom of the lesser number
in that community and tyranny
will replace liberty.

Linguistic autonomy is itself an
avatar of communalism. It is not
the language that exercises auto-
nomy. It is a certain group of peo-
ple, a community, who are placed
on the throne and other groups
of people are placed below.
It gives sovereignty, limited
though it may be, to one commu-
nity over other communities in
that area, language being an inci-
dental, illusory screen. Autonomy
based on territorial contiguity
and administrative convenience
would have given rise to no pro-
blems of emotional violence such
as we now have to tackle. Assam
is merely the acute symptom of a
big error spread all over India. Let
us officially and unequivocally res-
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tore English to the status which it
had occupied these onc hundred
and fifty years. It has nothing
but historic connection with the
people who once ruled over us.
This is the only healthy and real
solution. Formulas now  going
about under various ministerial
names are provocative .of new
troubles worse than the discase
songht to be treated. Stick to
Euglish and declare the  status
quo unequivocally and all will be
well once again and for ever.

We cannot, we are told, undo
the reorganized linguistic States.
We can and must. The process
may now be awkward and
round-about; such as zonal
chibbing and  reorganized auto-
nomy based on a new footing,
but it must be done. It
will help to put justice and good
government on more stable toun-
dations than on the will of the
majority in one so-called lingnistic
area. It is the only way to restore
peace and contentment, the only
way to strengthen Indian demo-
cracy.

Our Tennis Star

India’s champion cricketeer,  Vijay
Merchant, writes:

“The better man won. He was too
good for me.” This is what Krishnan is
reported to have said after his defeat at
the hands of Rod Laver in the Wimble-
don semi-finals. How refreshing it is
to hear a great Indian sportsman pay
a sincere tribute to his opponent and
acknowledge that the better man won.
Too often in Indian sports have we
found those in authority and in charge
of our sporting teams making all kinds
of excuses for poor performances put
by our sportsmen in international con-
tests. Either it is the weather or the inju-
ries, or ultimately it is the unsuitable
food that is offered as an excuse. Rarely
is it acknowledged that the better tean
or player won and our men jdst were
not good enough. It is therefore all the
more  heartening to find one of the
greatest Indian sportsmen paying such -a
sificere tribute to the man who beat him.

We are extremely proud of Krishnan’s
great  performances during the  last

three years in international tennis. We

are cqually proud of his sportsmanship
and gentlemanliness. He has truly been
a noble ambassador of Indian sport.
We wish him still greater success in
future,
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P.M.’S APPEAL TO THE SERVICES
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The Prime Minister has made
a grave, earnest and in all res-
pects a great appeal to  the
services, It I point out a couple
of matters, it is by way of
supplement, not by any means to
carp.

He has said that we have ar-
rived after fourteen years of Inde-
pendence at a critical phasc in our
national existence. This crisis, let
me urge, is a running crisis, run-
ning through, all the time, and is
not new. It is a crisis of character.
Thank God it gives us time and
it is never too late to mend. “I
appeal to all of them (referring
to the governmental administrative
machinery) for integrity in the
public services. This is not merely
an ideal to be aimed at, and
thought of, but which has to be
practically achieved” Now, I wish
(with all respect) to point out
that no preaching ever does any
good if the preacher does not set
the correct example. I am not
referring to Sri Nehru, but the
party which he represents and
which completely dominates the
services at the present moment.
Never before in the history of
these fourteen years of Indepen-
dence, and the few years of pro-
vincial autonomy wf;ich we en-
joyed before the war and which
we surrendered in 1939, did the
services so completely abdicate
their independence, their sense
of justice to party politics as
they have done mnow. The
greater is the responsibility of
the party now in the matter of
integrity and character in general.

I ask in all sincerity: and ear-
nestness, does the Congress Party
set a good example to the ser-
vant whose independence it has
completely destroyed? The party
particularly at the most significant
level, namely, at the level, of the
States, has utilised the official
machinery and official power for
secret and enforced collections of
funds, of which the services are
fully aware and which they know
is not proper. The party bosses
are using the chief officials for im-

proving the party position in every
way, and being educated per-
sons they realise that it is wrong
and unconstithtional and therefore
dishonest, but they could not say
‘no’” to the ommipotent party boss.
You cannot make accomplices of
the burcaucratic machine in un-
fairness and impropriety and in
extracting money from unwilling
people and appeal thereafter for
exemplary honesty. How can the
Party Chief carry conviction when
he appeals with all this pgly
reality which is known to every
junior official and is not only a
secret of top rank men?

The Madras Congress organiza-
tion has decided to deploy the
ministers for the Congress elec-
tion campaign. “Two districts for
each minister’—this is the for-
mula. The ministers will be as-
sisted by three or four Congress
workers. Does anyone want other
evidence to show how official
Fosition and power are employed
or party and election purposes?
Docs anyone believe that official
impartiality or even integrity can
be maintained after such policies
are declared and carried out?
Why does the organization think
of iinisters in this connection,
ministers who never were great
Congressmen apart from the offi-
ces they hold?

“Physician........... ” There is no
chance of healing others unless the
healer heals himself first. The Prime
Minister must bear the cross of his
party. It has become a heavy one,
I know. But who else is to bear
it?  Unfortunately, or fortunately
perhaps, he is the party, and the
party is he. He may be as white
as an angel, but the party is black
as all the world knows and feels.

One thing more and I shall
close this sad sermon. We should
of course work for the integration
of India. ‘Emotional integration’,
it has been called. Every integra-
tion is emotional. Let us work for
it. But it is an old, old problem,
nothing new. And old pro-
blems demand clear thinking and
patience. Let us not bring up our

) ?

old friends, castes, languages and
religions, to hide our present new
delinquencies. The Congress Party
cannot hide its errors and cur-
rent shames in a cloud of dust
raised about castes and commu-
nities. “This integration problem
applies,” the Prime Minister says,
“to linguistic differences also. It
is our proud privilege to have
great languages.” I raise my voice
to the highest pitch and loudest
volume it can bear to express my
concurrence with this sentiment
of the Prime Minister. All our
languages are great, are good, are
sacred. Do not seek to elevate
one of them over others. Let the
official service continue to be done
by English as heretofore. This is
the simple key to the problem
that has raiseg' its head. Here,
too, emotion is all important. Let
it be clearly and unequivocally
guaranteed that English will con-
tinue as heretofore and is not
merely serving probation or as a
stop-gap; and then all will be
well. Let no one language be
raised to a sovereign level either

( ANJANGUD TO0TH ppy
: ALMONTINE:

AR B
o PMTIR SSNSERY: of

One stockist recognised for a town

* PANDIT L
GOPALACHARLUS

-

AVYURVEDASRAAMAM
(PmivaTe) LTO.
MAORA %17




8

at Delhi or elsewhere, in the
many minor Delhis scattered all
over India. No one hates English
as an office medium. No one ima-
gines we can get on without
English as a window for light
and air. Even our language quar-
rels are conducted in English. As
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we have accepted Parliamentary
institutions from England, let us
keep English as our permanent
housc-keeper. She will not play
us false. I have been shouting for -
this for the last so many years.
Let it not be thought that it is
a party issue, It is my earnest

L. 9,, . YOU'RE WRONG, says Mrs. R. R, Prabhu, D/8, Union
House,’ Mahim, Bombay 16. ‘And when it comes to clothes...
o - ~*Now I-wash all his clothes with sUNLIGHT—and he's happy!
S0 am I: SUNLIGHT lathers wonderfully, makes my work so light!
*And everything I wash comes up so white and bright— really
¢leap! Nothing but sUNLIGHT for me!®

/S SO Ki

Housewives
nothing like pure, mild
SUNLIGHT 0 care forclothes.
So will yow.

IND TO CLOTHES
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advice as an old and cxperienced
citizen of India, who is not less
patriotic than anyone else in this
great country ot ours, one who
yields to none in love-and respect
for Indian institutions, Indian
manners and customs and Indian
languages.

find there’s
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CAPITAL COMMENTS

"SWARAJYA

CONGRESS FOR THE RULE
— AND NO RULES
By JUNIUS o

NEW DELHI: The Congress

President took a crowded press
gathering into confidence last
week when he said within the
context of the ten-year rule for
Congressmen: “Nobody seems to
take my suggestion seriously any-
where”, It is a candid, if sad, con-
fession to make and it reveals
his pathetic plight. That Mr.
Nehru himself should have given
the lead to his colleagues in not
taking him seriously, was the mea-
sure of Mr. Sanjiva Reddy’s help-
lessness. Mr. Nehru, it will be re-
called, summarily dismissed the
Congress President’s suggestion as
something casual and almost won-
dered why anyone in the party
should be uneasy on that account.
On his part (as he made it clear)
he was not prepared to commit
olitical suicide. As his colleagues,
alike loyal and brave, few Con-
gréssmen would be so chicken-
hearted as to pull away their tent-
egs.

Mr. Reddy is, however, entitled
to public sympathy. For, the sug-
gestion he had dared to make,
was first made, in terms however
general, by no less a digpitary
than the Prime Minister, though
for others’ emulation. He too was
not taken seriously. Mr. Sanjiva
Reddy has now a God-given
opportunity of growing wiser from
others’ experience no less than his
own. Indeed, he has already
shown signs of wisdom by not
insisting on the rule. According to
the latest ‘clarification’, there could
be no hard-and-fast rule for the
retirement of Ministers, And one
can be certain that age does not
wither a single Congressman,
however much custom may make
him stalel .

o o °

If at eighty, Dr. Bidhan Chan-
dra Roy feels fit to carry on his
great work, he should continue
to hold the Fort (St. William) in
Calcutta. West Bengal needs him
as long as he can be in active

95

service. Ie should not let himself
be ensnared by those friends and
admirers of his, who want him,
according to some press reports,
to aspire for the Presidential
laurels. It is the path of prudence
to guard himselt against the pit-
falls of misplaced ambition.

L L L

Few men of his generation in
contemporary annals could claim
so long and sustained a record of
intellectual accomplishment and
moral idealism, as our Vice-Presi-
dent; fewer have so gracefully
won the applause of listening
senates and learned conclaves, by
their individual contribution to
thought and culture which trans-
cend national barriers. Dr. Sarva-
palli  Radhakrishnan belongs to
the limited and luminous galaxy
of Indian celebrities who have
brought honour and distinction
to India as a country, alike hal-
lowed by ancient wisdom and ins-
pired by modern urges. Having
brought to the service of the
young Republic, a tone, a temper
and a quality scldom discernible
in a political setting, and proved
to be a source as much of solace as
of inspiration to those around
him, he stands alonc as the pre-
destined successor to Dr. Prasad.

L) ] L]

Of the many problems the Con-
gress is now confronted with,
easily the most ticklish one is that
of finding a safe seat for Mr.
V. K. K. Menon. Should he (be
made to) stand from North Bom-
bay again or from his own Kerala,
or from Mysore or Rajasthan or
Punjab or, let not one forget,
Orissa? For, Chief Ministers have
come to realise the importance of
carrying him on their shoulders
and landing him safely. That
would enable the winner to be
one up against the rest in the
race for preferment in the ‘court’
in Delhi. No decision has yet been
taken. Left to himself, Mr. Menon

9

is credited with the intention of
sticking to his constituency and
facing . the situation. After all, it
is the responsibility of the party
to work for and secure his vic-
tory.
1f the other K’ outside the Con-
gress, Mr. Kripalani, decides to
contest the same seat and con-
front Mr. Krishna Menon, one
may turn to North Bombay for
the most exciting of electoral
clashes. Both will be running a
tremendous  risk. It may well
mean the end of a career, with
this difference that in the case of
Mr. Kripalani’s rout, the damage
will be complete and irredeem-
able. Perhaps the risk is worth
taking, for it would not be easy
to find a foeman worthy of Mr.
Menon’s steel, who is prepared to
give battle to one who has the
backing alike of the State and
the Leftist forces in the country,
whereas, if luck is in Mr. Kripa-
lani’s favour, he will have emerg-
cd as onc of history’s giant-
killers. Let the two gladiators

meet at Philippi—and have it out.
-4 < L]

Who talks of lasting friendships
or of eternal enmities in politics?
The resourceful Mr. C. B. Gupta
is said to desire for his whilom
antagonist, Dr. Sampurnanand,
gubernatorial elevation at a safe
distance. Mr. Bijoyanand Patnaik,
who has both to please friends
and placate rivals, wants the same
good luck either for Mr. Bishwa-
rath Das, from one point of view,
or for Mr. Harekrushna Mahatab,
from another. It should matter
little who is really where, as all
of them are for the country—and
service on reasonable terms!

HADENSA
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AYARABLE EVERYWHERS
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Mr. Sabavala writes in The New
Leader :

The crisis in Laos brings home
to the Indian people, if not to the
Government, its increasing  isola-
tion in South Asia. Pakistan and
Nepal have opened direct negotia-
tion with Pecking, Ceylon is less
fricndly than in the days of Pre-
mier S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike.
Prime Minister U Nu of Burma,
who has made his own border pact
with China, frequently goes into
retreat in a villa placed at his dis-
posal, in China, by Premier Chou

En-lai.

There is nothing more depress-
ing than the competition currently
going on between Pakistan and
India in wooing President Ken-
nedy and his Administration.
American papers are clothing in
cautions and subtle language their
bias for one or the other. The
hand-out of the Indian Embassy
does not add to the glory of India.
The old fable of the two cats
and the monkey gets current
meaning in this context. It was
tragic folly to have treated Ayub
Khan’s proposal for joint defence
with the supreme contempt with
which it was rejected. It were
amusing, if we had not been our-
selves concerned, the way in
which we got angry with Ayub
Khan. President Kennedy’s appre-
ciation of President Ayub Khan as
a “friend of immediacy and cons-
tancy” is significant, although it
may be glossed over.

*

What is this horrible business of
selling our sugar abroad at
Rs. 35 per bag, while our
people have to buy it at Rs. 115
per bag? What extraordinary
theories of welfare economy have
brought about this strange dis-
parity? One can understand it if
our Government party preached
the use of gur in place of sugar,
as Gandhiji pleaded for khadi to
replace mill-cloth and wanted all
our mill-cloth to be exported
abroad. It would have some
meaning if we saved a manufac-
tured commodity for selling

abroad and ourselves lived a
simple life discardigg that com-
modity. But there is no such
propaganda, not to 3peak of suc-
cess in it. And why give a sub-
sidy for this sugar export at
Rs. 200 per ton on ex-tactory
price of Rs. 780, so that the
State  Trading Corporation may
have the monopoly of this export
trade of sugar? This subsidy is,
as every schoolboy knows or
ought to know, a tax on the
people of India. Must we put
paddy-land under sugarcane to
carry on this kind of business?
We are—it has been calculated—
paying Bs. 10 crores Subsidy to
carn Rs. 16 crores foreign ex-
change. This and the disparity in
price between sugar sold abroad
and sugar bought by our own
consumers gives ns a real indica-
tion of what onr rupee is worth
now. Our great plans and loans,
and  payment problems, have
robbed the rupee to this extent
and concealed the crime.

*

It is heartening to see plain,
blunt, honest talk, whose-so-ever
it may be, appreciated and
applauded. Marshal Ayub Khan
has scored an unintended triumph
in America. He has been acclaim-
ed and applauded by his imme-
diate listeners, by the American
Administration and by the Ameri-
can press. His truthfulness was his
supreme technique and it has
triumphed. He has been described
by the leading American news-
paper as the ‘best witness’ which
the Administration had heard. He
has succeeded in touching the
American people’s conscience and
preventing them from feeling tired
of helping others. The Pakistan
leader received ovations and acco-
lades from both the parties of
America and from Congress for-
mally assembled, which had of
late been feeling fatigued in the
process of helping people who did
not appreciate that help.

Marshall Ayub Khan’s triumph
—no less a word can express the
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quality of his success—is a lesson
to India. If we depend on
others, let us do so frankly and
gratefully. If we do not like de-
pendence, let us not beg or try to
intimidate which is an ugly, unci-
vilized, and unsuccessful form of
begging. Let us make up our mind
either to be proud and depend on
ourselves, or to be friendly, really
friendly in a spirit of humility.
Dependence and neutrality don’t
mix well. To be independent and
proud we must be humble. To be
ambitious without the capital for
it, means begging for loans and
accommodations; and if we borrow
without ability to repay, we bor-
row again to pay interest, and
borrow again and again to keep
the payments going in a make-
believe way. All this progress in
the rake’s way is incompatible
with real pride or independencec.
The frankly dependent fellow
scores and looks  comparatively
independent!

*

“Our forcign cxchange rescrves
have touched a new low level.
Over the past twelve months the
decline is of the order of Rs. 43
crores ... The calculations in the
foreign budget have obviously
gone wrong somewhere.” Thus
The Hindu commented in a recent
editorial. Concern over the imme-
diate payments problem is not the
whole story. The (Huestion of re-
payment of foreign loans stares us
in the face. Sliding down the in-
clined plane at this rate, where
will it take us finally? Shall we
ever be able to repay these foreign
loans if every year even the
current payment problem gets
difficult?. :

Or is this repayment question
to be completely forgotten? The
‘take off’ that they tell us about
must happen when we have still
petrol in the tank. Or else, at the
end of the runway we shall find
the craft stop dead, settled in
bankruptcy.

*

The Chairman of the Tariff Com-
mission had made a public decla-
ration that although cement pro-

.
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duction had doubled from 3.83 mil-
lion tonnes in 1953 to 7.60 tonnes
in 1960, there was acute shortage
in many areas in the country. He
refers to increasing demand. But
he also admits the necessity for
improving the ‘distribution sys-
temm’. The fact is that a tremen-
dans black market has arisen out
of the State’s selling monopolies to
groups and individuals. The Con-
gress Government imagines that it
confers a benefit on consumers by
its control, whereas it really con-
fers huge benefits on a certain class
of swindlers.

*

A Reserve Bank survey dis-
closes and publicises the unplea-
sant fact that the aggregate over-
all deficit of States had widened
from Rs. 87 crores in the First
Plan period to Rs. 158 crores in
the Second Plan and that on the
basis of existing taxation the over-
all deficit of the States is still
above Rs. 67 crores. Part of this
deficit will be met by withdrawal
of sccurities from reserves and
overdrafts. The total of negative
cash balances is expected to go
up from Rs. 14 crores to Rs. 61
crores before the present year
closes. To meet this bleak situa-
tion, ten out of fifteen States have
made proposals for additional tax-
ation, of which the aggregate yield
is estimated at no more than
Rs. 17 crores.

*

I am not a friend of the Con-
gress now, that is to say, I want
it to be humbled because it is de-
cidedly and obstinately going the
wrong way, killing the soul of the
people and spreading mass im-
morality. I therefore welcome
its resolve to have a newspaper of
its own. I am not joking. The
press in general will then be
able to reduce the acreage for the
repetitive verbiage of * Congress
ministers and be fairer to the
struggle of the Opposition parties
to come into the picture.

C.A .

~4
) un it's a joy — a bath with LIFEBUOY Soap |
What a lively, tingling feeling of freshness |
And that rich LIFEBUQY lather washes away
the germs in dirt — everyday dirt that you
cannot avold picking up. It's a healthy life with
LIFEBUQY — for the whole family |

Where there's

LIFEBUQY
there's health !
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JOBS FOR RETIRED JUDGES
By PHIROZE J]. SHROFF

Students of Constitutional Law
.as well as the public generally
who want purity, impartiality
and integrity in the administra-
tion of justice will whole-hear-
tedly support Rajaji when he
states that there should be a rule
that no judge of a High Court
or Supreme Court shall be offered
any job by Government after re-
tirement. If the judges of the
superior’ ceurts start chasing jobs
after retirement, they will be
caught indubitably in the meshes
ot jobbery which would warp
their judicial independence and
impartiality.

It is with a view to ensuring
the independence and impartia-
lity of judges that our Constitu-
tion gives them security of tenure.
Article 124 (4) of the Constitution
provides that “a judge of the Sup-
reme Court shall not be removed
from office except by an order of
the President passed after an ad-
dress by each House of Parlia-
ment supported by a majority of
the total miembership of that
House and-by a majority of not
less than two-thirds of the mem-
bers of that House present and
voting has been presented to the.
President in the same session for
such removal on the ground of
proved misbehaviour or incapa-
city.” Article 219 (1) (b) makes a
similar provision with regard to
the judges of the High Courts.

There are Articles in our Cons-
titution which give security to
the judges of the Supreme Court
and High Courts in respect of
their salaries, privileges, allowan-
ces, rights in respect of leave of
absence and pension. In order
that the executive may not seek
to influence the judiciary. it has
been specifically provided: that
the salaries, etc., cannot be varied
to the disadvantage of the. jud-
ges after their appointment.

These Articles' have been in--
corporated in the Constitation
with the specific object of pre-
venting the executive from. in-
fluencing or controlling the judi-
ciary by a covert threat of

removal from office, or reduction
of their salaries, etc., it the jud-
ges do not oblige Ry giving
decisions acceptable to the exe-
cutive. Indeed, without judicial
independence democracy, whe-
ther of the parliamentary or
presidential type, cannot function.
Under totalitarian regimes judicial

independence is decried as a.
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bourgeois humbug and a judge
can deviate from the party line.
only at his peril. However,, in a
democracy the judges are the
watchdogs of the Constitution and
the fundamental rights of the pco-
ple, and in order that they may
discharge their duty without fear
or favour, not only should they
be entitled to held their office
during good behaviour, but they
should also he free from the temp-
tation of sccuring. cushy . govern-
ment j()l)s after retircment.

KERALA LAND ACT QUESTIONED

Sri Karimbil Kunhikoman has
filed an application for the issue
of a writ of mandamus against the
Kerala Government on the ground
that the Kerala Agrarian Rela-
tions Act 1V of 1961 is confisca-
tory and that the Bill which had
not become law must be taken to
have lapsed on the dissolution of
the old Kerala Assembly, and the
new Assembly could not take it up
at an intermediary stage and con-
tinue the proceedings and pass it

- into law. The legality of the Act

is also questioned in the follow-
ing terms :

“As stated earlier, the Act is in-
tended to deprive the lands of one
citizen and give them to another,
and the process of vesting or sur-
render is only a device. The -pro-
perty is not acquired by the
Government at all; much less
could the so-called vesting or sur-
aender be said to be for a ‘public
purpose’. Even if the Court should
hold that the transitory process is
acquisition, the petitioner submits
that the State Legislature would
have no authority at all for this
purpose. - Taxation and eminent
domain are the only powers of
sovereignty for taking the property
of a subject. There is no legisla-
tive sentry for the,State to clutch
at thte purchase ﬁffce, ofif citizen’s
land; nor is there any power
under ‘the legislative entry of ac-
quisition to take the land of a citi-

-zen without - any compensation,

The power of eminent domain in
all civilised States has always-
been regarded as including within .
its fold the concomitant obligation

to pay just compensation or the

equivalent in moriey of the valuc
ot the property. And Article. 81 (2)
of the Constitution does not em-
power the State to  acquire in
wanton. disregard of the. justness
of the compensation. - The, Act is.
void for lack of legislative power.”

What is Slavery?

Herbert Spencer wrote in his
Man versus the State:

“"What is essential to the idea
of a slave? We primarily think of
him as one who is owned by ano-
ther...... That which fund>:’nnen-
tally distinguishes the slave is
that he labours under coercion to
satisfy another’s desircs......What
leads us to qualify our concep:

tions of the slavery as more of .

less severc? Evidently the greater
or smaller extent to which effor€
is compulsorily expended for the
benefit of another instead of for
self-benefit.”

Whoever controls an individual’s
actions can be described as the
owner of that individual. To the
extent that a person is under the
arbitrary control of another or’
others, to that extent is the per-
son a slave, ‘ -

Where the political apparatus
controls all goods and services, .
the individual does not own the"
produgcts “of his labour. State,
socialism, whether Russian or any
other brand, has as: one of its
cardinal tenets the rejection of
private property and of personal
ownership.

—Coudtesy - Foundation for Eco-

_nomic Education (New York).
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THE DETECTIVE
By SRIVATSA

If, as is to he feared, the detective of
fiction is being extirpated, thie develop-
ment is much to be deplored. He has
fallen on evil days.  The American
‘roalists” have taken him up, and the re-
siults have been disastrous. What the
United States gave to letters, when Poe
practically “invented’ the detective of
fiction, it is now taking away. With
Poc  himself, the investigator  was a
logician, a thinker cven, excmplified by
Mveroft,  Sherlock Tolmes's  brother,
who would not stir an inch from his
cluby and yet solved problems by sheer
ratiocination. A sceret crime perpetrated
in imagination is really an intellectual
problem. In real life, it is sordid and
nastv. No decent man would like to be
fnvolved in it. But the murder of the
Dad baronet is something like a problem
in chess. Tt taxes the intelleet but does
not affect the heart.

The carly writers in this genre scru-
pulously observed this principle. Sher-
lock, of course, is the principal example
of this conformity. Though he did
mingle with criminals and often pene-
trated into their purlicus, the reader
seldom has the impression that he him-
self has done so. He always sits in the
rooms in Baker Strect. olmes laid his
‘eriminals by the heels throngh the pro-
cess of thinking.. Clesterton. perhaps
.carried  the prineiple* to .its-  utmost
length. Ilis Father Brown is what may
'he called a spiritual detective. It is -
‘through detection that he expresses his
! ‘philosophy  of life’. In many respects,
Father Brown is the crown of detective

“fiction.  He proves that Questiong jof -

forcknowledge, will and fate c&;iuldigbOf
“discussed in the context of what.would
vulgarly be called crime and criminals.
In a word, detective fiction dwells with
‘poetry and philosaphy. -

"this fiction was a descent. The capacity
tto  think, and draw conclusions from

i

cgiven facts, is still required of the de- -

“tective.  Miss Dorothy > Sayers’s " Lord
i Peter Wimsey jis a scian of a- ducal
i family, he is prodigiously - learned, he

“he ranked with ;Jeeves, Sam Wellsr and
; Caleb Balderstone (in the Brida of Lam-
.mermoor). In other wordS, he is the
“darling of popular fiction, amazing and
"delighting fillions. of readers in: a mew

‘;mlc’. With Mr. Partune, the creature of

;imagination of Mr. H. C. Bailey, the
}idiosyncrasies hecome much more pro-
‘nounced. Mr. Fortung perhaps ‘moans’
.more often than any character in lite-
:rature,- M: Hercule Poirotamd=--Miss

*has a splendid library, and he, has a : [
!servant, Bunter, who is ot unworthy to -

Maiple, those delightful detectives whom
we owe te the fertility of imagina-
tion and unflagging energy of Miss
Agatha  Christie, are atavisms. They
reach their solutions through the think-
ing process. But even so, the purist
will be offended by some extrancous
considerations imported into the chro-
nicle of their successes. The ‘grey cells’
of the former and the pretended simpli-
city of the latter are a good sauce, but
your Puritan turms away in  disgust
from the meal. It was not thus that
M. Arsene Lupin ratiocinated.

This was bad enough. But a worse
fate has hefallen the detective. He is
actually confounded with the thriller.
This is an inane hook in which the
interest is confined to a description of
the physical process by which  the
malcfactor is brought to grict. Adept
writers may be able to crcate suspense
in their readers. But this is not the
legitimate purpose of detective fiction.
Authors who are not of the authentic
tradition have come to depend on the
element of ‘suspense’ to sustain their
popularity.  There is practically no
possible or impossible, feasible or far-
fetched, method of dealing death and
destruction that has ot heen employed.
Nobody could carry it further without
tedions repetition, - A form of escape
has been attempted. Tt is to  make
the detectivg as eccentric as possible,
'Even Emest Bramah, whose stories of
Kai-lung can’pot be read without at least

i
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The next stage in the development of
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suppressed laughter, has imagined a de-
tective who is actually blind, rejoicing
in the name of Max Carrados. This,
however, has not served the purpose.
It merely distracts attention from the
fundamental purpose of detective fic-
tion, which is to lay the criminal by
the heels through the force of the in-
tellect.

The final blow has. been dealt by
the American realists. These evocate
a scene which is as horrid and confused
as a nightmare. The detective is a mass
of cccentricities, he lives, moves and
has his being in a world full of hateful
andd violent characters.  These cmploy
an incredible lingo, but their actions
are even more outrageous. The methods
adopted by Perry Mason, for example,
would bring a judge in Britain to a
premature grave.  Only lip service is
paid to law and justice; what counts is
the superior machination of the lawyer
over the District Attorney. It is impos-
sible to conceive of honest detection
being carricd out under these circum-
stances. Perry Mason’s triumphs may well
prove to be the epitaph of the fictional
dctective.

The bare purveyor of violence is
not needed in the contemporary world.
His place has, in fact, already been taken
by the ‘spacc’ traveller. The latter
really fills a genuine mneed. He is &
symbhol of the desire to escape from the
harsh reulitics of today. If ever the de-
tective is to recover, it must be
through adherence to ‘the first princi-
ples. The fact has to be faced that the
detective of _imagination is beyond

" redemption.

[y
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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MADRAS BEEDI REGULATION ACT

Sir,—Section 40 of the Beedi Regu-
lation Act 32 of 1938 empowers the
State Government to exempt any beedi
industry in the State from all or any of
the provisions of the Act. The Govern-
ment has (on 3-7-61) notified the exemp-
tion of all the beedi industrics in the
State and their employces from the pro-
visions of Sections 18, 21, 27 and 31 of
he Act, for the period up to 30-6-1962.
These four sections confer  valuable
ights on beedi-employees.  Section 18
sives thym a right to a double wage
‘or overtimé work. Section 21 gives a
ight to a weekly holiday with wage.
section 227 gives a right to a wage
or the periad of casual leave. Secticn
1 gives security against improper dis-
nissal. All these rights of labour have
reen suspended until June 30, 1962, Is
he suspension by Government notifica-
ion legally valid? Is it politically pro-
er? What is the remedy for the
asulting  situation?

Suspension of statutory labour rights
1 any specified heedi industry under

Sce. 40 of the Act could only béd on
the ground of higher interests of so-
ciety or higher rights of the employce in
reference to that industry? The truth
and validity of the alleged ground for
the  suspension  are a quasi-judicial
issue for decision by an administrative
tribunal. The State Government is, in
substance, an administrative  tribunal
under Sec. 40, in reference to the labour
rights under Sections 18, 21, 27 and 31.
The blanket notification covering  all
the  beedi industries in the State s
ultra vires and void in law.

The notification confers an ancarned
hoon on the entire body of beedi manu-
facturers in the State on the eve of
the general clection. The suspicion is
not groundless that it is meant to plac-
ate the  Deedi manufacturers,  and s
part of an clectoral understanding, Tt is
an abuse of State power for the clec-
toral benefit of the party in office. It is
virtually open electoral corruption.

Such an open abuse of political power
is a challenge to labour and all the rival
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A Great Journalist

At its meeting held on
June 29, 1961 the Nellore
Municipal Council adbpted
the  following  resolution
unanimously :

“This Council places on
record its deep sense of
sorrow at the sudden demise
of Sri Khasa Subba Rau, a
great journalist. The Com-
missioner is authorised to
convey the resolution of
condolence to the bercaved
family.”

political parties in the State. The result-
ing clectoral issue s simple and clear,
viz., whether a party that commits such
a gross abuse of administrative power
for electoral gain is to be returned to
powcer, The issue should be properly
presented to our infant democracy, if it
is to survive.

Tirunelveli A. S. Kurpuswamt
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ANTITHESIS OF DEMOCRACY

Sir,—Mr. Nehru said recently at Ja-
balpur that “socicty had to be organis-
ed on socialist lines” and “that all big
industries should be cither in the pub-
lic scctor or run through co-operatives™,

Under Socialism the consumer is no
king and what is thrusted on him must

SWARAJYA

be unhesitatingly received by him, as
the tools of production are owned and
coutrolled by the Government.

Hluminating indeed are the words of
tvor Thomas who wrote that “under
Socialism, a very large slice of personal
income is first of all taken in taxation
(because the cipenditure of the State
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is so much greater under Socialism
than under private enterprise), and then
the consumer’s freedom to spend what
remains is limited by a vast complex
of controls and rationing. This we re-
gard as being the antithesis of demo-
cracy”.

Coimbatore Y. V. VISVESWARAN
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The mighty roll uf the drums seethes 10 the climax
of a wild rhythm...and the dancing Wapis have
danced their traditional Fish Dance, cleansing
* themselves of the anger of the Great Fish of the
river.

f'B'NNY'S fabrics are shipped to this exciting land . ‘N‘Qund("d by Khasa Subba Rau
rondertal aow warld of msqocople discover the © — TS
c w wo 1 clothes. : z
Binny's fabrics are exported to 49 other coun- Vol. VI. No. 4 MADRAS, JULY 29, 1961 Price 15 nP

trics, too. Superb materials made only from cotton
of the best quality and dyed with the fastest colours
or so carefully bleached that the full strength
of the cloth is preserved. Rigid Quality Controi*
ensures maximum durability and perfect finish.
Quality Control ;

Madern machines process yarn and cloth so fast
that often defects, invisible 1o the naked eye, creep
into the cloth. Quality Coatrol is laboratory test-
ing 1o eliminate defects at every stage of production,
That's why BINNY'S fubrics stay smart so long.

REAL DECENTRALIZATION
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI s ®
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‘Public ~ Sector  Enterprises’, thought in the right direction; but ested bureaucracy. The Centre
‘Steps to Improve Efficiency’, what is real decentralization, has at Delhi is the opposite of the real
‘New Approach’, “Too Much of not been grasped. centre. It is the circumference
Central Control not Favoured™— The individual interest is the far away from the human centre.
these are the headlines in real remedy and it can- The jerry-built paradise called
the newspapers that indicate a mnot result from mere de- the socialist pattern is based on
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8INNY'S manvfacture nearly 90 miliion yerds of cloth every
yeor, Here are some of the vorieties they make :

Shirting , Khaki Drills', Bleached & Dyed Dritls -

*Repiacing broken
garn to strengthen

new attempt being made to im- centralization. A hundred irres- some kind of reasoning and takes

prove the efficiency of public-
managed enterprises. A plan of
‘decentralization’ is being hatched.
The new approach is said to be.
broadly, to free the managements
from the inhibitions that now re-
sult from too much Central control
through rigid administrative and
financial directives and rules. The
inefliciency of public manage-
ment is too patent to be denied.
This diagnosis is accompanied by
the theory that Central manage-
ment is the cause of the deficiency
and, therefore, if management is
decentralized, the disease will be

ponsibilities will not be better
than one centralized irresponsibi-
lity. Responsibility and efficiency
issue out of the natural source of
it all, viz.,, real personal interest,
and this can be got only when the
idea of improving everything by
public management is given up
and it is kept at the irreducible
minimum and individual interest is
allowed the maximum scope.
The notoriously poor earnings
of the public undertakings rela-
tive to capital will not be
enhanced by what is called de-
centralization. There will be more

no note of human nature. “Poli-
tics,” said Burke, “ought to be
adjusted not to human reasonings,
but to human nature, of which
reason is but a part and by no
means the greatest.”

Real and purposeful decentra-
lization is done only when the
State gives up regimentation and
restores to the citizen what be-
longs to him—what Vibhishan
asked Ravana to do. Until that
restoration is done, the mischief of
centralization continues in one
form or other. Decentralization
does not consist in greater faci-
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Sroken warp yarn is being
replaced in the woven

oths, for a single missing
thread can cause discortion
N of weaving pattern and
~educachecloth’s screngthy

Towels .. Anticrease Suitings . Tussores
Union Fabrics . Sitk Saress stc. otc.

BINNY-

a great name in textiles

cured. wastage, more graft and more lities being given for waste or

Vain thought, this. The ineffi- Filferage and local interests deve- ,mismanagement or larceny or
ciency is due to the absence of loped in these abuses. laziness, with no one to watch or
any personal interest in those to For invention, application, eco- check. If everything belongs to
whom the responsibility of ma- nomy, vigilance and efficiency the State, but the State wishes to
nagement is entrusted. This lack in general, we must go from the decentralize for more efficient

7
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i frocx & of personal interest is a feature as circumference as far inside as production, even from that angle
= much of local or ‘decentralized” possible, that is, we must reach the best form of transfer of autho-
‘ g management as of Central ma- the Centre, where each works for rity is to transfer it to him who
2 nagement. Central control may himself and the nation. In the feels and thinks it is his own,
: QUALITY FABRICS mean some delay and irksome other way, we shall find each who profits by invention, applica-
,: e v e s T technical and ﬁnami?} checks and ;tealix;g a;s much as possible for tion and vigilance and who feels
i BINNY & CO.MADRASILTD. ; curbs. Removing these checks, himself from the nation—time, when he sweats or worries over it
Buy your requirements of BINNY'S fobrics e ::::mg:: 3255&'1’?’435?5'52";1‘.!'.‘.’.?3 curbs and_delays will result in  material, work, attention and  that he is labouring not for any-

ot controlled rates from authorised BINNY _ COMPANY LIMiTED more speedy mismanagement, not everything. Decentralization, true  one else but for himself.
; Stackists who disploy this sign board Subsidiaries of BANNY & CO, (MADRAS) LTD, in better management. Real decen- and effective, is achieved when Apart altogether from the argu-
i tralization will come about only you go to the real centre, the man  ments of theory about the merits
when the State ceases to be the and his family. It is only then of any scheme of administration
| capitalist and the manager, and that work is free work. All other of the people’s economic life from
1DOVGLISIILEIEOIODELILILIE LLDDDIIEL0080000900000008050000000000060000006000000 when individual ownership, res-. work is slave-labour, that is, work a Central secretariat at the metro-
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ponsibility and interest replace the
bureaucracy’s management. The
idea of decentralization is a

for some other, who again works
for yet some other and so on, in
an expanding circle of un-inter-

polis, whether the scheme is sound
in principle, and supported by
what we know of human nature
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. with which every scheme of
overnance must be necessarily
inked, we have it on the atthority
and evidence of universally pre-
valent opinion that the system
of controls, quotas, permits, and
licences, on which such regimen-
tation must rest, has led to
widespread corruption of every
form. The power to retuse or

grant permission, and the power

to bring everything to a stand-
still at any moment (for industry
and business depend every mo-
meng on supplies of all sorts),
must in the nature of things in-
evitably lead to temptation and
consequent corruption of officials
as well as the businessmen and
the industrialists who must deal
with them. That this has hap-
pened in deplorable measure
already is well known, and is not
admitted more openly in official
circle just because of pride and
false strategy. The administrative
machine which Independent India
inherited was the finest in Asia
and was, in point of character,
assiduity and talent, comparable
with the administrative machines
in Britain, America and other ad-
vanced countries of the world.
We had a great tradition of
loyalty to principles and courage
of discussion when any important
issues came up for discussion.
Alas, all this is almost gone now,
and I fear it is irrecoverable
unless we change fundamental
policies and go through a purga-
tory. If any scheme of administra-
tion and control of the economic
life of the nation is thus fraught
with danger to character, it is a
worthless scheme whatever the
mathematics or the economics of
it may be. For any scheme or
policy, however brilliantly con-
ceived, to*produce contemplated
results, not only training and
talent, but absolute integrity is a
pivotal condition requisite. Where
the nature of the scheme or policy
itself carries the deadly poison of
anti-integrity, the plan is a
chimera and must be given up.
Where a political party is obsti-
nately wedded to such a scheme,
the party has to be pushed out
of office in the interest of national
welfare.
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SITTING ON ISSUES
By M. RUTHNASWAMY

In a narrative 0% an interview
with Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon,
the Defence Ministcy, recorded in
a recent book of Ved Mchta, the
brave blind boy who has now
become a writer of e¢minence, he
refers to the Minister saying that
he and his Government practised*
‘sitting on issucs’ as a wdy of solv-
ing them. This is an intcrest-
ing method of dealing with pro-
blems. One obviously supposes
that the figure of speech is
taken from the poultry-yard. But
the hen at least, as a resnlt of
sitting, produces something—an
egg. But the Defence Minister’s
sitting on issues produces nothing
—except perhaps warmth to him-
self. Anyway it reveals the man-
ner in which he and his collea-
gues in the Government of India
deal with the problems that face
the country.

It explains, for instance, the
Defence Minister and the Prime
Minister's way of dealing with
our foreign affairs. The Prime
Minister has been sitting and
brooding, all by himself, for
five years over the incursion
of the Chinese into India.
And he and his Defence Minister
are now ‘sitting on’ the occupa-
tion of 12,000 squarc miles of
territory by the Chinese and think
the question will be solved there-
by. Of course there is a lot of
clucking and cackling, and crow-
ing, during the sitting. While
their prototype, the hen, crows
only after it has produced the egg,
our Ministers do this without
producing anything except hot
air. Mark Twain, speaking of a
certain hen which crowed after
laying an ordinary cgg, said it
crowed as if it had laid a sphe-
roid.  But our Ministers crow
without Jaying anything, not even
the dust they have thrown about
with their speeches about what
they would do in the future,
shutting their eyes or rather sit-
ting on what has been allowed to
be done in the past. But an out-
sider may be allowed to point out
that sitting on explosive problems

is dangerous—the blasting things
may explode. Napoleon used to
say that onc thing you cannot
do with bayouncts is to sit on them.
And the bayonets that the De-
fence Minister is sitting on al our
])()r(l('l' are ll()t our ()\Vll‘—-tll('y ore
the Chinese.

This practice of sitting on is-
sucs, we see, has not been confin-
cd to the Defence Minister. Evi-
dently, it is a popular mecthod
among Congress Ministers.  The
Ministry of Education has been
sitting -~ over the question of  the
rapidd promotion of literacy, satis-
fied with the attainment of 25 per
cent in fifteen years at the rate of
one per cent a year, while one of
the dircctives of the policy laid
down in the Constitution, which
arc binding on goveruments in
their political conscience if not b
courts of law, require that “the
State  shall provide within  a
period of ten years from the com-
mencement of the Constitution
(1950) . for free and compulsor
education for all children until
they complete the age of 10
years”. We are now in 1960 and
only 50 per cent of the boys of
this age arc in school and only 23
per cent of the girls. The Minis-
try of Health has  Dbeen sitting
over the Report of the Bhore
Committee  on  Public  Health
ever since it inherited this parti-
cular egg laid about 25 vears avo,
without trying to carrv ont anv
of its major recommendations into
effect. Tired of sitting on this old
egg, which promises to become
as old as the Chinese egg, it last
year thought of changing  cggs
by creating a new Commission on
Public Health. But it scems “to
have thonght  bhetter and - conti-
nues sitting on the old one. con-
sidering, 1 suppose, that the eog
you are used to is safer than the
one that mav be laid in future.
Anvway, \\-'h'\" should one lose the
comfortable fecling  that comes
from Ssitting on’!

Other  directive  principles of
State policy require that a living
wage should be sccured  to @
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MINISTER’S ADVICE TO D. M. K.
By C.RAJAGOPALACHARI

A Minister of Madras State has
reiterated at a conference the Con-
gress Party’s advice to the D.M.K.
not to get into any agreement
with the Swatantra Party over
the coming clections. It is a
curious phenomenon that the Con-
gress should make it its business
to advise its cnemy about the
latter’s strategy—as if Hitler had
been solicitous for American doc-
trines and advised the Americans
not to join up with the Bolsheviks
becausce their principlcs were great-
ly opposed to cach other. Speaking
generally, what a shrewd oppo-
nent carnostly warns you not to
do is an indication of what you
should do. The opponent’s fears
should indeed be our guiding line.
Dosperatel{y depending  on  the
split vote for its success, the Con-
gress preaches loyalty to dogma
to its opponents.

Now, the anti-Socialism of the
Swatantra Party, the Congress
Minister  says, should be a bar
against any arrangement between
the D. M. K. and the Swatantra
Party. Let us put aside the

L[]

obvious motivg of this advice for
a moment and examine it on
principle. The Swatantra Party is
no doubt against i the Permit-
Licence-Quota ‘socialism’ of the
Congress Party. It is empha-
tically against this kind of socia-
lism which creates and aug-
ments  private  monopolies  for
the benefit  of the party’s
favourites and  fund-supplicrs.
These private monopolies, in fact,
levy additional indirect taxation
on the poor. Every rupee that
the Congress Party gets from the
industrialists and businessmen is
an investment, and is recovered
with good addition by these in-
dustrialists and businessmen from
the consumers. This is what I
would call additional indirect tax-
ation for party purposes.  This
kind of socialism nced be no bar
between any two parties who sin-
cerely desire the welfare of the
poor people of our land and who
seck to terminate the totalitarian
march of the Congress Party. The
Congress Party’s socialism is a
delusion and a snare. ¥

workers, agricultural and indus-
trial, a uniform civil code for all
thronghout the country, the right
to work, the raising of the stand-
ard of living, and nutrition. Mi-
nisters both at the Centre and in
the States have been Ssitting on’
these matters for the past 15 years
without producing any results.
The provision of village roads
counecting villages and farms
with the nearest market, so as to
raise farming from subsigtence to
market level and thus raise the
standard of income and living of
the agricultural population, the
provision of protected water-snp-
ply and the reconstruction of vil-
lage houses, and the maintenance
in good order of minor irrigation
works—all to increase the produc-
tivity of agriculture—have all
been sat upon without anything
worth while being produced.
Lower-grade technical schools for
converting the large number of
unskilled ~ workers into  skilled

workers, and for improving crafts-
manship among the large number
of small-scale workers, are yet to
be produced at the large and rapid
rate’ required. Essentials, nccessa-
ries, urgencies have heen sat upon
and luxuries, like State-managed
steel factories, university-grade
engineering colleges, and Atomic
energy plants have been hatched
and danced over. Is all this the
outcome of the method of sitting
on issues’?

Anyway, it is a characteristic
political invention of the party in
power. No other party, I venturc
to think, would care to violate its
rights of patent in it. It is wel-
come to a monopoly of the me-
thod. How long the people wpuld
bear with a party that uses this
infertile process” of producing
national prosperity is a question
that will be decided early next
year. And on the answer of the
electorate to “this question will

depend the future of this country.

‘ 3

Mr. Bhakthavatsalun may go
further and plead on behalf of
the D.M.K.—of whose interest
he chooses to be a political pro-
tector—that the party wants Dra-
vidanad and thercfore should
make no mutual adjustments with
the Swatantra Party, the latter
being an advocate of all India
unity. Perbaps, he thinks it would
be too absurd to go so far as
that and fears that it would only
expose the disingenuous  inten-
tions of all such argiments.

It is a good rule to beware of
the enemy’s preaching, it you®arce
engaged i a life and death strug-
gle. The battle against statism
and totalitarian dictatorship is a
life and dcath struggle. Every
year allowed to the enemy adds
to his strength. If the creed of
socialism must divide and unite
people, then should not Congress-
men declare friendship and merge
with the communists? And make
open what now is a hidden, un-

holy, conspiracy?

EXTRAVAGANCE OF
NUCLEAR POWER

Under the aunspices of  the In-
ternational  Atomic  Energy  Agency
(IAEA) a conference on small and
medium power reactors was held in
September 1960 at Vienma. The con-
ference made a scarching examination
of all the aspects of the problem of
nuclear power in general through as
many as 64 papers presented by scien-
tists from all over the world. One of
the papers pointed out that the main-
tenance costs of nuclear power reactors
would be greater than that of conven-
tional ones. A nuclear power reactor
has twice as many auxiliaries as a con-
ventional boiler and many auxiliaries
are novel and lacking in extensive ope-
rating experience.

Following a joint study by the
Finnish A.E.C. and the TAEA a report
on the “Prospect of Nuclear Power in
Finland” was published in  January
1961. This report totally mles out the
feasibility of utilising nuclear power,
the cost being far from competitive.

Another survey was carried out hy
the JAEA in five Latin American coun-
tries, the report of which was published
in April 1961, This report suggests that
only research programmes on an experi-
mental plant scale would be advisable,
and that the construction of nuclear
power plants would be premature,



4

SWARAJYA

CURRENT EVENTS ::

Mr. Sadiq Ali is Congress
Secretary, member of the Rajya
Sabha and editor of the A.I.C.C.
Economic Review. While the
Congress is gloating over ‘the
lessons of Orissa’, Mr. Sadiq Ali
has put out an advance-copy of
his survey in the Congress organ
which has been telegraphed, full
text, all over the country, an
advantage not enjoyed by non-
Congress  politicians  of  superior
crédeatials when  they  express
their views on current develop-
ments. Owing to a varicty of
circumstances, the leverage of the
news agency is in the hands of
the ruling party, an advantage
freely exploited at the expensc of
Opposition critics whose views arc
virtually smothered by the tech-
nique of selective editing at
New Delhi. They seem "to have
no qualms about pursuing an
unequal fight when the media of
publicity are collared for party-
propaganda, in addition to the
financial operations for hauling
crores of rupees by means open
as well as surreptitious.

L J L L

In his study of the Orissa
campaign, Mr. Sadiq Ali observes
that the non-Congress parties in
competition had an advantage
because they could spend all their
time canvassing, whereas the offi-
cial party in power headed by
Congress Ministers could 1ot
devote similar attention, seeing
that they were tied up to the
performance of routine duties
absorbing most of their time, only
a narrow margin of hours being
left to them for addressing the
voters. This is a travesty of the
truth since the entire official
establishment had been geared to
be active, the story of preoccu-
pation being a fiction. Even so,
the fact that only 15 per cent of
the electors voted is withess to
the truth that the jerrymandered
performance could not be taken as
decisive. Where did the fleet of
nearlv two hundred jeeps herald-
ing the approach of the election
day come from? There were other

 facililes also mobilised beyond

the capacity of Opposition par-
ties. If, on the other hand, there
had been a neatral regime of one
month  with thee Governor  ad-
ministering  the affairs of  the
State, there would have been
some semblance of fairplay. Con-
sidering the trends of Congress
monopolism, it is grotesque to in-
voke the practice in England and
America where the party in power
impartially remains in office dur-
ing general elections. They, by
long tradition and the existence
of the sporting spirit, refrain from
malpractices which have become
a menace to democracy in India.
o o L

Imagine a cricket fixture where
onc side goes on batting under
some rule which keeps that team
perpetually on the crease while
the opposite Eleven is doomed to
bowling without a chance for any
of the players to score a runl
It would be a melancholy farce
bound to result in the very nega-
tion of ‘playing the game’. For
Congress politiciaps in the game
of politics, corresponding advan-
tages ‘seem ever so natural .an’d
even the suggestion of an umpire's
role comes as a superfluity and a
nuisance. Lectures on the Jlessons
of Orissa’ are not well delivered
by our Congress authorities since
they have shown no scruples
about being above the rules of
the game.

° o L

Mr. Nehru has suddenly broad-
cast an appeal to all Ministers
and officials to wake up and
maintain the integrity of the ad-
ministration. The fancy that grips
him is ‘emotional integration’ with
auxiliary counsel about ‘eschew-
ing’ casteism, communalism, cor-
ruption (if any), etc. At Jabalpore
he hinted at the passing of a law
penalising ‘communal’ meetings
and the spread of false news as
if the executive were not already
well-armed for such purposes.
He even suggested that at dis-
trict-level local officers should
promptly  suppress unpalatable
news, but all this fuss is out of
place. The very concept ‘emo-
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tional integration” is inconsistent
with the passion of the ruling
party to retain power, without
the restraints of democratic con-
ventions. When President Sanjiva
Reddy threatens that ‘Congress
rebels’ wounld be ount-castes for
good, what is at the back of his
mind is the solidarity of the party
and the sterilization of Opposi-
tion forces. The first requisite for
halting the tendencies of disinte-
gration in the country is the
discarding of devices for perpe-
tuating clique-power. Foundation-
ally, there must be the assurance
of fairplay for the stability of
any people or socicty. Contrary
conditions would generate only
emotional antagonism. Under Dr.
Sampurnanand a special commis-
sion has been appointed to pro-
mote the latest fad about Emo-
tional Integration. Sub-Commit-
tees of field workers are also heing
hurriedly installed. There is no
doubt that questionnaires and
seminars would make their ap-
pearance. The pernicious premise
being the drift towards party-
totalitarianism and  graft-ridden
ramifications, the noble emotions
implied in the programme ‘are
hound to wither under the light
of day.

L]
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Is it any surprise that the ten-
year rule recently promulgated
as a directive by the Congress
President is being foiled bv the
holders of vested interestsP Mark-
ing the resistance of veterans in
office, Mr. Sanjiva Reddy has
hastened to explain that the issu¢
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ECONOMIC POLICIES OF PARTIES
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

Though Jur elections are influ-
enced a great deal by emotional
considerations and organisational
efficiency, economic consequences
argue for themselves with many
voters. If they have not done so
fully, it is because changes have
been so many and rapid that
they have been bewildering, and
to some extent deceptive. In the
coming elections, unless the
damage from floods is overwheln-
ing, the spurt in Government ex-
penditure under the Third Plan
is likely to create an impression
of prosperity which will obscure
the attrition of incomes of all but
a small section. It is, therefore,
necessary  to  examine economic
policies for a longer period, both
on figures and facts.

There is little difference in the
cconomic policies of the Congress,
socialists and communists, except
in respect of emphasis. The com-
munists laid emphasis on land
reform, education and labour
amelioration. In  Kerala, their
land legislation was first held up
under objection by the President,
and is now under appeal to the
Supreme Court, which has issued
stay orders. The issues raised in
the appeal touch most of the pro-
visions of the Act. Even if the
Supreme Court upholds the legis-
lation, or if the Government sub-

sequently ame.nds the Constitu-
tion to overcome the objections
of the Supreme Court, the culti-
vators will gain little or nothing
on their rents, since government
itself profits from the difference of
compensation paid by the tenants
and payable to the landowners.
The tenants lose, first, because the
alicnability of holdings reduces
their borrowing capacity, while
the provisions for resumption may
reduce the land now in their
occupation, Since the land legdis-
lation of other (Congress) State
governments is not very difterent
from the Kerala legislation, it will
be in the interest of tenants if it
is stayed till the Supreme Court
clears the Kerala Act. It will also
be in the interest of tenants if
the results of the Kerala Act are
studied over a period of time,
while permanent tenure and fair
rents are given in the meanwhile.

In respect of education, the
Communists tried for political
purposes, to force teachers on a
caste basis on schools, as if all
children should be sacrificed so
that a few undeserving Harijans
should have employment. The net
result of trying to nationalize
education was on the one hand,
deterioration and, on the other,
an unbearable burden on the
State which has compelled the

S st

.of any individual quitting power

is optional, an assurance not ap-
proved by several leaders who
talk of a one-third reservation of
tickets for replenishment of the
Congress body-politic with ‘young
blood. Here also the rampant
growth of the spoils system has
poisoned politics. Even amongst
those anxious to cripple Opposi-
tion by unfair means, there must
be a maximum of heart-burning
and a minimum of emotional in-
tegration. Shylock cried in the
court;: “O Father Abraham! How
these Christians love one ano-
ther!”
- L] L]

The High Command trims doc-

trines with effortless ease since

everything is ‘flexible’. Lengthy
argument is not necessary to esta-
blish that the rule of grab and
intolerance is a standing provoca-
tion for which the nation will
have to pay dearly if the Prime
Minister does not in person apply
his prestige for curbing anti-
democratic debauch. Reason for
the failure of the Emotional In-
tegration as a campaign is the
quality of human nature itself,
and the warning can be elucidat-,
ed in the language of Thomas
Jefferson in his declaration of In-
dependence: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident.” The
evils of Congress monopolism can
be claimed to-be self-evident.
P.J
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present Government not only to
moderate  discrimination  aguinst
private agencies but to approach
them to take over government
schools, Other States also are fol-
lowing this policy.

The favour shown to unionised
labour in Kerala, including even
the suspension of the ordinary
criminal law against it, meant
that many cnterprises closed
down, no mnew ones being
started in  their place. No
private industrialists are disposed
to establish industrics though
Kerala needs them more. than
other States, because so many are
without employment.

The emphasis in socialist policy
is mainly in respect of unionised
labour. While it is good to set
high standards in wages and con-
ditions of work, the socialists
ignore, first, that unionised labour
is a small part of the labour force,
and that favours to it are paid
in higher prices by the entire
population of consumers. The
Congress  copies the communist
labour policy with a view to
securing votes,

Other economic policies of the
Congress are competitive with
those of the communists and so-
cialists. If they are not as tho-
rough-going, they are more exten-
sive, involving far greater expen-
diture. The first is nationalization
of industry. Already a third of
the corporate sector is owned by
the Government, while over the
rest, its licence laws and taxes
cxercise a virtual stranglehold. Of
the many consequences, the more
important are, first, that the Rs. 700
crores invested in State enter-
prises, which had a return of only
0.5 per cent profit last year,
squeeze the population for loans
and taxes, reducing not only their
living standards but also the
money for their own requirements
which is now obtainable only at
fantastic rates of interest. Se-
condly, the monopolies created by
controls have introduced a high
cost economy, the prices being
50 to 100 per cent higher than the
world level, which reduces the
external market and prevents the
internal one from expanding, The

economy is only sustained by the
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‘blood transfusion’ of foreign aid
and loans, inspite of which only a
part of the established industries
arc employed, notwithstanding the
scarcity which is maintaining the
blackmarket. There are seeds of
catastrophe in our industrial eco-
nomy, which is not only over-
capitalised but so badly located,
sclected and co-ordinated, that
only high taxes, loans and prices
can sustain it. There is ounly one
thing for the Congress to do, to
leave industry to itself, its own

SWARAJYA

enterprises being denationalized
as soon as possible. This will also
case the foreign debt and exchange
position because whatever comes
in the country will be on the
responsibility of private parties
and not of the comfnon tax-payer.

The Congress has also inter-
fered in trade, first, through licen-
ces which have fostered the black-
market and raised the prices.
Sccondly, the State Trading
Corporation has lost foreign mar-
kets and raised the internal prices.
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In finance and banking, the
nevor-ccusing changes have hit the
common man and allowed the
astute to make fortunes. Invest-
ments have become  gambling,
worse than any other forms of
gambling the Congress has tried
to suppress. The result is a retar-
dation of the economy and " high
prices, which the common people
have to pay.

Even other projects, like irriga-
tion, have been conceived  and
executed in haste and waste. The
recent floods have shown how

badly new dyms obstruct the
watershed and cause disaster. The:

direction of the Planning Com-

mission that water-rate may be

collected, whether the cultivators.
take water or not, proves  that
much of the irrigation created is.
for the Plan, not for the people.
In agriculture, much of the expen-
diture is for educational purposes,
which also have not succeeded, as
productivity is not higher now
than what it was in 1933,

The National Debt was Rs. 949
crores in 1939; on 31st March 1962,
it will reach Rs. 5534 crores, ex-
cluding Rs. 1,868 crores in various
deposits like savings banks, provi-
dent funds. It is estimated that
the National Debt may reach Rs.
11,000  crores at the end of the
Third Plan, which will put on
future generations the burden of
paving as intercst, at only 3% per
cent, an amount of about Rs. 400
crores, so that the talk about serv-
ing the future is deception of
those who cannot understand. To
the extent the debt is foreign, the
country is mortgaging its indepen-
dence because our exports will
never be equal to it, for which
reason repaynient will mean only
more borrowing, as the alternative
of repudiation will involve us in
loss of imports we cannot do with-
out. The present generation is not
spared because- during the Second
Plan the additional taxation was
of the order of Rs. 1,040 crores,
and during the Third plan it will
be Rs. 2,000 crores. This is in addi-

tion to the inflation' caused by
loans. If only the people under-
stood how they are being bled,
not one vote would be cast for the

Congress.
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THE LINK WITH PEASANTS
By C. RAJAGOPALACIIARI

Everyoie keeps talking about
caste and the need for forgetting
it, thereby prolonging its miser-
able life. We shall not go into
the merits of this battle, or of
the “means cmployed and  the
hyprocrisies and hatreds this cru-
sade develops. We have to deal
with a new and more cvil-bearing
caste that is rapidly developing. It
is the caste evolving out of school
and higher cducation. Whoever it
may be, whatever  the  pupil’s
home-life and origin may be, once
he goes to a village school and
learns a little bit of the symbo-
logy of reading and writing, he
becomes a non-working neo-brah-
min. It is only when he fails
miscrably to obtain some soft jOb
“and has spent the best part of his
youth in vain endeavour that he
re-enters the hard way of living
and carries on a frustrated and
angry cxistence. In most instances
he fails to re-adjnst himself.

This new caste that is develop-
ing to the detriment of the nation
is not a reason against primary or
llighcr cducation, It is however a
phenomenon of grave importance
that must be taken into account
when we plan and plot education
for the good of the pcople. Par-
ticularly it is an element of impor-
tance that should help us to for-
mulate the curriculum  of our
children’s education.

The Prime Minister was near
the problem when he recently
addressed students of an agricul-
tural college. He deplored the
absence of a proper link between
the agricultural colleges and the
peasants. He wanted students to
cultivate the habit of manual
{abour and keep their hands and
legs in good order, and not allow
their brains to disable their
bodies. But this warning will be
wasted if the princiﬁ)le is*not kept
in mind at the carliest stages of
education of our people. In the
primary stage it is that we fatally
injure our boys by mis-education.

Boys born in families to whom
hard manual work was the routine
are placed in schools wherc they

are converted and forced into the
new caste Jf labour-haters. In-
stead of re-ogganizing and reform-
ing the present non-labouring
classes, we are worsening the
sitnation by ruining the good
traditions and habits of even those
who are good citizens, as they
are. No amount of scrmonizing, at
later stages, can do any good un-
less we avoid mistakes at . the
carliest stages.

When the present Education
Minister of Madras and myself
applied our minds and put for-
ward a reformed scheme of pri-
mary education, in order to tos-
ter the readiness and aptitude
for bodily labour, whatever one’s
literary and intellectual educa-
tion may be, the communalists in
the Congress made common cause
with the dark forces of unadulte-
rated communalism and smashed
the project.

They ruined the chances of
imme(ﬂately doubling the pace ot
clementary education and keeping
it free from the poison of bodily
laziness that had become a delete-
rious corollary of literacy. Unwill-
ingly, the Education Minister has
suppressed and concealed his con-
victions so that his political career
may not be imperilled. I am not
writing this to blame him. What
the Prime Minister said recently
has furnished a reminder to what I
consider to be the most important
long-term issue relevant to pro-
gress and good culture.

It is not by not working that we
can reach any national goal;
ninety per cent of national work
is bodily labour. The notion that
we rise in status in the measure of
our running away from bodily
labour must be attacked from the
earliest stage in the child’s educa-
tion. Even this that I write may be
interpreted by the malicious as an
attempt to maintain the monopoly
of bodily laziness for certain
castes. These castes are bound to
perish, unless they shed that lazi-
ness. I am concerned at the spread-
ing of that laziness among others,
and want that mischief to be pre-

)
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vented. The function of literacy
should be to add and improve
work, not to replace it.

An ‘irrelevant thought issues
out of these reflections to which
expression may here be given
without offending much the prin-
ciple of orderly presentation of
ideas. Agricultural colleges should
be linked to the peasants in the
country, said the Prime Minister.
So also should legislative assem-
blies and Parliament be linked to
the producing organs in the coun-
try. Industries including agricul-
ture are left unrepresented in ou
national assemblies. This is
because politics has become a
full time profession at all stages,
and the producing and servicing
professions are effectively exclud-
ed from it, except by way of a
parasitic and dependent relation-
ship which has more evil in it than
good. In the pre-Independence
days, professions that were en-
gaged in making national wealth
were duly and directly represent-
ed in the assemblies, both in the
then provinces and at the Centre.
Policies were examined critically
when  they affected those  who
were directly concerned in indus-
trics and agriculture. There is
now no link between politics and
production, except the baneful
link of corruption and graft.
Instead of government by discus-
sion, we have government by inti-
midation and threats of liquida-
tion of producers by non-produ-
cers and idle politicians. This is,
*as I have said before, irrelevant
to the subject of this article, but
a subject for serious thought
along with other fundamental
matters.

What in the West is called
democracy can never be true in
a society where greed grows un-
controlled and is encouraged,
even admired, by the people. In
such an  atmosphere a constant
struggle gocs on among indivi-
duals to capture public organisa-
tions for their personal ends.
Democracy is then like an ele-
phant whose one purpose in life
is to give joy rides to the clever
and the rich.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE.
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MAHATAB TO PLAY NEW ROLE?
By JUNIUS -

NEW DELHI: Uneasy are the
hours and tense the moments at
the Capital, with the President of
India .lying in a private nursing
home, following his sudden and
grave illness. There is the deepest
concern among all sections of the
people, from the Vice-President
and the Prime Minister, down to
the man in the street and the
woman at home, which is indeed
a measure of the love and esteem
in which Dr. Rajendra Prasad is
universally held. At the time ot
writing, it is lcarnt he is show-
ing satisfactory improvement in
health. That it may be given
to him to tide over the
crisis is our ardent hope; that
more years should be vouchsated
to one who has lived a life of
dedicated service to the Mother-
land is our devout prayer.

Amidst the recent distractions
in Delhi, quite an important
event, in its own way, seems to
have passed comparatively un-
noticed. Orissa’s veteran leader,
Dr. Hare Krushna Mahatab who
had been for some time on the
Prime Minister’s ‘missing’ list, at
last mustered up courage to face
him, with the full knowledge that
Mr. Nehru was most keen on giv-
ing him ‘a choking’. Since they
had earlicr met and talked over
Orissa, much water had flowed in
the rivers of the problem-State:
indeed, the river-waters had over-
flooded the banks, both literally
and metaphorically. When Mr.
Nehru was campaigning in Orissa,
Mr. Mahatab was touring in
Assam. Then came the elections
out of which Mr. Patnaik emerged
as the hero and the saviour, with
Mr. Mahatab nowhere in the
picture. Yet he could not be left
neglected.

Friends intervened and persu-
aded Mr. Mahatab to take a rea-
listic view of things in the
interests of the State no less than
his own. He was prevailed upon

[ ]

to meet the Prime Minister and
make up witl him. He was also
given some sober advice—to take
it if Mr. Nehru gave him a bit of
his mind, and not to commit the
indiscretion of saying a word
against Mr. Patnaik, the latest
favourite] The interview took
place—and Mr. Mahatab, appa-
rently, a good shock-absorber,
seemed to have remained intact
at the end. .

Mr. Mzahatab is not lost to the
Congress, outside Orissa. The
party has need for a man of his
stature and experience: it can
make the best use of him (of
course the best in the circumstan-
ces). Tt will not let him waste his
time and energies in Orissa as a
potential trouble-maker. The point
or strategy is simple: Mr. Pat-
naik should be left free and Mr.
Mahatab should not be. For a
ruling party, it should not be at
all difficult to sort out and place
the picces on the political
chequer-board. It has both the
chance and the aptitude.

The ex-Governor of Bombay
may go as the next Governor of
this or that State in good time.
Meanwhile, there is enough work
on the organizational front of the
Congress, with the elections in the
offing and the AIC.C. Office
in Delhi badly in need of gui-
dance and direction, from vete-
rans who are just at present un-
fettered. Mr. Dhebar and others
have to fight their own elections.
There is pressure from unexpect-
ed quarters that Mr. Sanjiva
Reddy should be released from
preoccupations at the Centre, so
‘that he may be in direct, full
charge of the Congress affairs in
Andhra, first on the eve of the
elections and then, God-willing,
later.

Even otherwise, Mr. Sanjiva
Reddy’s hands are full and there
is room for division of labour and
leadership at the Congress head-
quarters. Mr.  Hare Krushna
Mahatab is already a member of

!
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the Congress Working Commit-
tee: he has now the additional
advantage of remaining unhar-
nessed. There can be found none
better, immediately available to
sct the Congress House in order
and tidy it up for giving it a ncw
look. Elections can absorb a lot ot
talent and energy and Mr. Maha-
tab is expected to shift to Delhi
or visit it more often, for taking
a hand in the re-orientation of the
party as a fighting torce.

] « »

Smt. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
will soon be back in India. She
has no thought of retirement from
politics. The latest speculation in
the press couples her name with
the Speakership, which oflice she
can fill up superbly, or for that
matter any other office.  Though
she will otherwise settle down at
the foot of the Himalayas, her
head is sure to touch the heights,
if not the very skies overlooking
them.
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Mr. Patnaik has ventured where
his bosses feared to tread and
proceeds to answer my ‘charges’.
He says the Congress stepped
down from power (along with the
other coalition party) before the
mid-term elections. He, however,
forgets Mr. Nehru, his chief patron
and guardian, and the rest of the
Congress High Command were in
office at Delhi. Without this,
woyld he have won? A tyro can
:see though this argument.

No collections were made from
ibusinessmen, says Mr. Patnaik.
;He placed an order, he says, for
:140 jeeps (never mind if the num-
iber did not include the ‘stepney’
;jeeps kept in readiness against
.accidents). Wherefrom did the
(Congress Party or Mr. Patnaik get
ithe Rs. 25 lakﬁs required for plac-
ing this lump order? Probably

from his own firms and partners.’

'We are told Mr. Ashoka Mehta or
1 could have got the 140 jeeps by
glacing an order as Mr. Patnaik

imself did and that there was no
hanky-panky about it. Surely no
one can swallow this assertion or
have the maw to digest it. Mahin-
dras must be laughing in their
sleeves at this showing of the blind
eye to the rules regulating the
‘purchase of jeeps. It is just auda-
city that anything has to be said
loudly to pass among people as
truth. Even if Ashoka Mehta or I
had the Rs. 25 lakhs to invest we
could not get the jeeps as quickly,
and all together, as Mr. Patnaik
admits he somehow got. Yet the
Swatantra Party continues still to
be the “rich man’s” party! Some-
.one has written that ‘great
lies are as great as great truths
.and constané prevail day after
.day’. Still we i;ave it on abundant
:authority magnum est veritas et
. praevalebit: satyam eva jayate.

*

'Fifty years hence, when histori-
-ans turn back to survey this cen-
stury and its doings, when the Plans
-will have ‘taken off” and be flying
:at 200 miles per hour or when the
«disillusionment will have come
:and become stale history, they will

judge and write whether®it was
good, wise or righte for an Asiatic
nation to borrow such monstrously
large sums from alffoad; whether
when some good men in Britain
and Europe planned to unite in
a Common Market and, through
that first step, to proceed to grea-
ter unity, it was right for us to
oppose it because it would bring
our Plans and payment  hopes
down like a house of cards. His-
torians  will then make it clear
whether I wanted the rich to be
richer and the poor to remain
poor, or whether it was the Con-
gress Party’s permits and licences
and  quotas which made  the
rich richer, the poor poorer, the
greedy morc greedy, and destroy-
ed the classes that guarded our
national culture and clevated the
mammon-worshippers, and finally
brought in the communists and
made our country an casy prey
for toreign expansionism.

*

At a recent meeting of the com-
mittee for languages in U.P.
Acharya Kripalani rightly pointed
out that it was wrong to regard
any particular lunguage as iden-
tified with a particular religion.
Urdu should not be identified
with Islam. Islam in Arabia,
Persia, Turkey and Afghanistan
is not associated with Urdu.
Both Hindu and Muslim writers
and poets have enriched Urdu. A
long list of Hindus who wrote
and enriched Urdu literature has
been prepared by Mr. S. N.
Faridi and published as a leaflet
by the Urdu Samaj Markaz of
Agra.

The fact is that language has
been picked up as handy and de-
ceptive flag by communities to
enthuse their respective armies of
civil war. There is nothing gain-
ed by arguing about the flags.
What we have to do is to argue
out the communities.

o~

Ignorance is at *the bottom of
the competitive requests from

of heavy
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many States, for atomic power

lants.  Dr. Bhabha has said he
Eas no doubt nuclear power sta-
tions will be installed in all the
competing  States in the  fourth
and subscquent Plans, It is need-
less to point out the comparative
high costs of nuclear power rela-
tive to conventional sourges of
power. Countries which have ac-
tually experimented with nuclear
power, and have highly informed
atomic energy commissions, have
given an  uncquivocal  verdict
against it, taking into  accouyt
present costs and future probable
developments. But in ‘develop-
ing’ countries, accurate knowledge
is also in a developing stage and
ignorant demands are being made
with no relation to prudence. We
do not want this gigantic expen-
diture; we can ill afford it. There
is an old, old child’s song in
Tamil about a jackdaw spreading
out its feathers and dancing, ima-
gining itself to be the forest pea-
cock. Frigates and warships, air
craft carrier and submarines, and
nuclear power stations, and such
like things assort ill with our pay-
ments position. Does  not the
world know that we are cutting,
patching and cobbling all day to
make both ends of our national
life’s haberdashery meet?  Why
this vanity and show? More care
on the dangerous Himalayan
border, more trust and wisdom on
the partition-created border, more
humility and less jackdaw dances,
these are what may be recom-
mended to people as well as dic-
tators in our developing country.

*

Mr. K. C. Reddy gave a talk in
Hyderabad, in the course of which
he pointed out that in the Punjab,
which was the home of small-scale
industries, the per capita income
was the highest in the country,
and in Bihar, which had a number
and basic industries
(perhaps the biggest in India), the
per capita income wiis one of the
lowest in the country. Comment
is needless. But there is no para-
dox about this, as the news title
announced it. It is the natural
law, as all those who criticise the
Plans have been pointing out.
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We are told authoritatively by
Dr. Z. A. Ahmed, member of the
central secretariat of the Commu-
nist Party of India, at a press con-
ference in Lucknow, that members
of the party had decided to de-
fend every inch of Indian territory
wrongfully occupied by China.
Any school-boy who finds difhi-
culty in understanding the proverb
about  locking the stable door
after the horse is stolen, may now
find it easy. The position of the
Communist Party, we are further
told, is in conformity with the
position taken up by the Govern-
ment of India. No doubt this is so.
The member of the Communist
Party central  secretariat  was
questioned about the unwillingness
of the party to use the term ‘ag-
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gression’ against China. 1t was
elicited that they would use the
terms ‘incursion’, ‘penetration” and
‘wrongful occupation’ rather than
‘aggression’, as the last term ap-
plied to a state of belligerency.
Of course, awhere therc is no
defence against aggression or
attempt to turn the aggressor out,
it becomes 'occupation’ or ‘pene-
tration’. The stage of aggression
is pust by reason of lapse of op-
position.  Still  the Communist
Party will ‘defend” every inch of
the occupied area. The fact of
the matter is that the Coffimunist
Party is defending itsclf, not_de-
fending any portion of India.

c.A

BOOK REVIEW

INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
By A. RANGANATHAN

This is a thought-provoking and frank
study examining in detail the funda-
mental  coneepts  of  India’s  foreign
policy; and some of Mr. Patels con-
clusions  are  supported by weighty
evidencee.

In one of his speeches, Mr. Nehru
had made this cloquent observation:
“Where man's liberty or peace is in
danger, we camnot and should not be
neutral; neutrality would then be a
betrayal of what we have fought for
and stand for.” Viewed from a purely
theoretical angle, this admirable formu-
lation of India’s foreign policy would
not lend itself to any ambiguous inter-
pretation. Many of the Indian Govern-
ment’s  acts, however, clearly reflect
two cntirely different standards. The
Indian authorities vehemently denounc-
ed Britain, France and Israel during the
Sucz crisis, but scrupulously refrained
from criticizing the Soviet Union for
the way in which it suppressed the
rising in Hungary. Mr. Patel has force-
fully pointed out this incongruity:
“To us Bao-Dai is a French puppet,
but Kadar is not a Russian stooge;
Dulles is a war-monger, but  Stalin is
a man of peace............ In Algeria or
South Africa we want U.N. debate and
intervention.” It was particularly unfor-
tunate that India should have voted

Foreign Policy of India—An Inquiry
and Criticism. By S. R. Patel
N. M. Tripathi Private Limited,
Bombay, 1960, 282 pages, Rs. 15.

against the widely supported U.N. re-
solution (on November 9, 1956) con-
denmming the Soviet Union. The Indian
Government’s devious  explanation  that
it was opposed not to the entire reso-
lation, but only to a ‘clanse” recom-
mending United Nations supervision of
Hungarian elections was an essay in
sophistry. Again, the specious plea that
mere condemnation of the Soviet action
would not result in the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Hungary, was
hardly calculated to add to the Gov-
ernment’s reputation. Contrast India’s
quibbling with President Eisenhower’s
strong reaction to the Soviet suppres-
sion in Hungary and the Anglo-French
adventure in Suez, which he roundly
condemned as an “act of aggression”.

It is swprising that India was not in
the lcast interested in referring the
Tibetan issue to the United Nations,
although it involved an issue similar to
that of the apartheid question. It is
well to remember that on November
18, 1950, the delegate from El Salvador
had called upon the member-States of
the UN. to condemn Communist China
for its “unprovoked aggression” against
Tibet. But the Indian delegate did
nothing more than assure the General
Assembly that the problem would be
“solved peacefully”, since India was a
neighbour of China -and Tibet, “with
both of whom it had friendly relations”.
Again, India had opposed the inscrip-
tion of the Tibetan question on the
agenda of the General Assembly of the
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UN. in 1959, Mr. Krishna Menon
cleverly arguing  that any  discussion
would involve India in the cold war.
But Mr. Mcnon did not evidently think
that a discussion of the Sucz or the
South African issne would do similarly.
In fact, South Africa tried to prevent
the United Nations from interfering in
matters “which are essentially within
the domestic jurisdiction of any State”
under Article 2(7) of the Charter. And
yet India raised the South African issue
in the U.N., since India’s criticism of
the racial policy of South Africa was
based rightly on the ethical aspects of
the question,

The author has correctly emph.sized
the geo-political significance of Red
China’s expansion within the framework
of the Himalayan States like Nepal,.
Bhutan and Sikkim. Indeed, it is neces-
sary to remember that the Chinese road’
which cuts across our territory im
Ladakh (linking Tibet with Sinkiang:
to the Soviet dominions) exposes the:
entire sub-continent to the Sino-Soviet:
land mass. Mr. Patel is needlessly criti-
cal of India’s membership of the Com-
monwealth. In the ultimate analysis, the
method of solution to the problem of
partnership  between  Britain and  the
new Commouwealth of Nations is de-
rived from the Burkean tradition of a
liberal approach to political problems.

It has often been asserted (reflecting
a holier-than-thou attitude) that India
secks  peace  based  on  justice  in
her quest for non-alignment. Looking
over the entire record of Indian parti-
cipation in the U.N. (ranging from our
pro-Soviet attitude regarding the use of
the ‘veto’ which was discussed by the
Interim Committee of the General As-

" sembly in 1947 to issues relating to

aggression  committed by the Big
Powers) it is clear that the equivocal
attitude displayed by our delegates in
grappling with the vital issues of our
time (except of course those concerning
Western colonialism) has not unfairly
exposed us to the charge of being
‘neutral in favour of the East’.

The
Nation’s
Best
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SURF IN THE MODERN HOME ...

SIZNTXD,

‘THE WAY WE LIVE
TODAY...

says housewife PREMA SOONDERJI of Bombay

*THE WAY WE LIVE TODAY,' says Mrs Prema
G. Soonderji of Walkeshwar Road, Bombay,
swe all want new and better things.

*SURF for instance. Today, I am proud of
my washing because SURF makes such a
brilliant job of it.’

SURF washes everything in the Soonderji
bome—shirts and saris, towels and sheets.

WHY NOT SURF IN YOUR HOME ? SURF culs
your washing work in half, yet gives you
washing thar's fresh and gloriously white.
See SURF's extra washing power at work ip
your home foday. -
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A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCY
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LOHIA ON ORISSA
ELECTIONS

n an article in The Indian
Express, Sri Lohia writes:

With the Orissa clections, we have
probably entered a new chapter of
politicking and clectioneering in this
cotntry. Business, government and
party  have coalesced.  They have
never heen clearly separate. There
was  alwitys corruption. what has
happened now i @ removal altoge-
ther of the need for corruption. This
has been dene by erasing the iden-
business, government and
party, so it thines can be done with
much  wreater eise and  dispatch.
There is no need to collect clection
funds from huosinessmen. The party
fmilds  these businessmen from its
This snecessful - experi-
be repeated in other
ay, while the

tities of

own  rinks.
ment o may
States iu a foll-blown w

first  beginnings have already been
made everywhere.
The  obvious links botween  the

Orissa jeeps, their Bombay manufac-
turer, and the Defence Ministry need
to he remembered in order to obtain
a mmhlvtv picture of what is in store
for the country. Very few people rea-
lise the enormity of what has Dap-
pened in Orissa. The cormpt Congress
V.ot has foucht and won a general
clection  for the first time in  the
country. This Congress Left  can
nu!m;ﬂvh the Praja Socialists  cer-
tainly. and the Communists probably,
< eftist’ utterances. It can fulmi-
nate like Peron and other South Ame-
vican arators who held their millions
spellbound by their loftist . oratory,
and the resnlts of whose actions only

conserve and corrupt.

Deploring  the failure of the
Socialist Party, Mr. Lohia.makes
the following remarks which are
indecd of more general appli-

cation:

Indalence, isolationism, and incapa-
city for joint work are such obstruc-
tions that the Dbest of ideology can-
not make headway against them. Ele-
ments of higher castes, some of them
rich and some not so ric}l are geqe-
eally capable of providing Iea.dershxp.
talent, moncey, sacrifice, tenacity, an
the like. Experience has shown. that
they do not put their resources in the
sor\}ice of a revolutionary renewal Qf
their people [sic. principles?). T}.ns

dilemma faces not alone the Socia-

list Party but the people of India as a

SWARAJYA

SINO -SOVIET RELATIONS

The following extracts from the
front » page of the international
Weckly Review of The New York

Times arc instructive:

Most Wesdrn  officials discounted
reposts that there was any serious rift
(hetween Moscow and Peiping), on the
ground that pressurc tending to bind
Moscow and Peiping together probably
were stronger than those pulling them
apart. Some in the West tend to wish-
ful thinking about {rictions between
the two Communist giants. For many
maonths there have been indications—
couched in the murky prose of Com-
mnist dinlectic—of differences between
Moscow and Peiping - over the proper
development  of Communism. A cons-
picuous disagreement concerns interna-
tional relatiops. Mao  Tse-tung has
taken a touch line that does not halk
at the idea of war with the West.
But Mr. Khrushchov hoktls that nuclear
war has become unthinkable and that
Communism can triumph over capi-
talism through stiff competition under
a state of ‘peaceful co-existence’.

Last November the two nations
agreed on a Moscow Declaration that
was widely interpreted as an atterpt
to paper over this basic dispute. Last
week The Sunday Times of London
puMishrd a report hy  Soviet expert
Jsaac Deutscher asserting that the Mos-
cow Declaration had burmed up in re-
newed  friction.  Westerners took a
wary view of the report because' of
stspicions that the alleged Khrushchov
comnumication was 2 forgery.

There are several factors working to
pull the Russians and Chinese apart.
But there are also many reasons for
them to stick together. One divisive
element is theedifference in economic
development between the two nations.
Russia is an advanced country, with
a sophisticated industrial - system; she
thercfore has much to Jose in a war.
China’s economy is far more primitive

and the nation has a bulging popula-
tion surplus; she therefore might hope
to gain from war,

But these divisive elements must be
measured against the forces tending to
hold Russia and China together. They
have a common enemy—the West—
and the military potential of the Com-
munist bloc would be greatly weakened
if the two nations fell out. A break
would also deal a shattering psycho-
logical blow to Communism. A major
Communist propaganda thesis is that a
“unified  Socialist camp™ is on  the
march and capitalisin is in retreat. That
thesis could hardly survive tiie collapse
of the Communist arch.

Moreover, Russia and China need
each other cconomically. China draws
heavily on Russia for food and ma-
chinery to sustain and build her eco-
nomy, and Russia depends on China
as a major market. These centripetal
forces  make > Westerners  wary  of
jumping to the conclusion that signs
of friction mean the Moascow-Peiping
axis is going to melt in the heat.

Gen. Cariappa’s Warning

Gen. K. M. Cariappa, former Chief
of the Indian Army, called upon Oppo-
sition parties in the country to form a
united front against the ruling Congress
Party to arrest ‘totalitarian  tendencies’
which, he said, were fast creeping into
the nation’s political Jile.

In an address entitled “Let Us Wake
Up”, Gen. Cariappa told Bombay’s pro-
gressive group that Opposition  groups

'should not be misled by internal squab-

bles in the Congress hut realise that the
Congress would remain in power for
“several years to come” if the Opposi-
tion groups did not make up for their
individual lack of strength by joining up.

Gen. Cariappa said he was sorry to
note that Prime Minister Nehru was
surrounded by mien who - were neither
loval to their leaders nor to the people.
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What is this age-old custom but a
renewal of one’s life's interest after
years of toil and care! It is the wisdom

MARRYING of the ancients to renew your life with-

out the earlier years of anxiety, after

AGA' N fulfilling your duties. _ .

AT THE But today the 60th Birthday can mean

AGE OF more tqQ you than a mere ritual. If you

have taken an old-age Life Insurance

S'XTY Ppiicy, you-start your second marriage
with more peace and security than
you did before. . .

We wish you a happy future.

XJhdfe Insuarance
IS FOR THE YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWARAJYA

INDIAN STUDENTS IN THE U.S.

Sir-—Those of us Indians who arc
heve for higher or technical studies have
heen  getting  (authentic) reports  from
our couutry as to how the authoritics
there find no use for young men of
hivh atademical qualifications, Though
we would very much like to place our
knowledge at the serviee of our coun-
try, doubts and fears assail us as to
the prospects that await us if we should
reten to India. So depressing scem
to be the conditions there that it oceurs
to us that it might be prudent to settle
down in this country itself and lead a
happy  life, instead of courting disap-
pointment on returning to our country.

An Indian student in the U.S., writ-
ing in the ‘Letters to the Editor
colimnn of the Reader’s Forum (under
date June 10), in response to an Essay
contest, has deseribed the problems of
Asian students on their return to their
respective countries in these words: “A
large number of the students from Asia
are Indians and sooner or Jater every
one of them has to face the situation
that what most counts is ‘not  what
vou know but whom you know’”.

No matter what our qualifications
are, we see o lot of difliculties awaiting
us on returning to India. However much
we might love our country, we cannot
casily reconcile ourselves to the pros-
peet of having to go about from one
place to another hunting for jobs only
to find we are not wanted. Ilcre, in
the US., we have not got to seck jobs,
hut the firns hunt for us, so to speak,
the moment we get ourselves techni-
cally  qualificd; and not only do we
get  high salaries, but we get  good
treatment.  What is  the  inducement
then for us to return to our country?

Jacamisu R. DEsar
Montana, US.A,

AN ELECTION STUNT
Sir—A Central Nagional Integration
Commniittee  presided  over * by Smt.
Indiva Gandhi, the Emotional Integra-
tion Committee presided over by Dr.

K S
Sampurmanand,  and  the  forthcoming

Chief Ministers conference (to be held
in August next and  addressed by our
dynamic Prime Miinster) have all pro-
vided striking headlines in ¢ dailies
in English.

However unpleasant it might be to
the ruling party, the responsibility for
the forces of national  disintegration
gaining the upper hand has to be laid
at the doors of the Congress Govern-
ment, for the present deterioration in
the country is directly due to its poli-

e

cies and acts of commission and omis-
sion. The Centfal Government played
with linguisi, so to speak, yielding to
Maharashtra ;md‘Gujurat only when law
and order could not be maintained and
the situation threatened to get com-
pletely out of hand. The only language
which the Primie Minister could under-
stand  seems to he violence,  disorder
and calewlated acts of hooliganism.
*the ULPS.Cs directive penmitting
answers  cither  in English or  Hindi
in the all India competitive examina-
tions from 1963 is clearly discrimina-
tory, and it is coming into effect before
1963. There is now a drive going on
in the Central Services making the
Hindi test obligatory on all employces.
This step is certainty not calculated
to lead to emotional integration. On
the contrary, it is bound to accelerate
the pace of distintegration.

The Congress Party in the South not
only tolerates a political party with its
plan of open secession from the Union,
but the shrewd Chief Minister of Mad-
ras never misses an occasion to openly
praise  the Dravida Kazhagam lea-
der. It is clear as daylight that a very
odd mixture of bed-fellows are coming
together to the end of winning  the
veneral elections.

The language problem is but one of
the offshoots of the  domination by
Hindi arcas over non-Hindi  ones.
North  and  South jealousies have
grown out of the first false step of the
North. The lonely voice of the Prime
Minister has been in favour of retain-
ing English as ‘associate’ official lan-
guage, until the non-Hindi speaking
areas decided otherwise. By abruptly
doing away with the cementing link
(English) aud forcing the  ill-fitted
Hindi down unwilling throats, the
Hindi enthusiasts are only accelerat-
ing the emotional disintegration and
helping regional chauvinism to thrive.
Madras K. R. R. SasTiu

CRIMINAL WASTE OF
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Sir,—At a time when we are faced
with a grave crisis in foreign exchange,
it is unothing short of a national crime
to waste our foreign exchange reserves
over stupid delegations, consisting  of
globe-trotting  idle  industrialists,  to
hard currency areay to attend some
useless conferences which will not serve
any earthly purpose,

Will our government explain why
half a dozen Rotarians were given fore-
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Swarajva welcomes comments
and criticisms by readers on
matte:s of general public interest.
In view of the size of the journal,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor

ign  exchange to attend the Rotary
International Conference held in Tokya
from May 29 to Junc 2, 19617 In
what way has our country henefited by
sending these Rotarians to Tokyo? We
practically  export nothing to  Japan
and there is absolutely no possibility of
finding an outlet for our products.
Foreign exchange should be givca to
our industrialists only on the condition
that they: would subsequently earn
more foreign exchange than they have
spent. If they are unable to do so,
they should be fined at least ten times
the foreign exchange they were given.

Will  the government also explain
why the Indo-Japancse Association was
allowed to send a delegation consist-
ing of about half a dozen persons to
attend a convention of the Congress
for Cultivating Human Spirit held in
Tokyo sometime in May last?

Was the foreign exchange given to
members of these two delegations be-
cause they contribute lavishly to Con-
gress clection funds? :

A friend of mine in Tokyo,
writes that one of them made
an utter fool of himself before a
Japanese public, when he failed to sing
our national anthem properly. Most
of the members of our delegations, he
writes, arc usually highly westernised
and de-nationalised wupper strata of
our socicty. These delegations bring
only disgrace to our country.

A number of our small-scale indus-
tries which are refused foreign exchange
to import some essential spare parts,
are  on the verge of closing down
throwing thousands of workers out of

employment,
Bombay Rust DaruwaLa
)
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When this issue of Swarajya
reaches readers, the Swatantra
Party will have finished its second
““First of August’, the day hallowed
by Lokamanya Tilak’s memory
every year, since forty years ago.
“Swaraj is my birthright and I will
have it,” said our Lokamanya.
Swaraj is the birthright of every
citizen, and we have to save it
from the expropriatory hands of
a party which has arrogantly con-
founded itself with the State.

If the dread Tempter of semitic
theology plotted to corrupt simul-
taneously the finest public service
corps in Asia and a whole nation
that had been brought up by
long tradition to follow dharma,
each individual and group in
their respective walks of life, the
‘Devil could not have devised any
better plan than the socialist pat-
tern and the permit-licence-quota
scheme of economy now enforced
in India.

This is not rhetoric. Pro-
mising paradise through controls,
the Congress Government has
contrived to sap the moral
stamina of public servants by
bringing them into contact with
men filled with a newly en-
couraged hunger for making
money in the shortest possible
time, by buying a monopoly from
the issuing officers, and thereby
putting other greedy people at a
disadvantage.

Each successful act’of corrup-
tion feeds the appetite for greater
effort in the same direction and a
corps of greedy men is built up
throughout the courntry to stand
up loyally for a government that
thus quickly enriches the shrewd

WHY I AM DOING IT

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

corrupters, all the time bamboozl-
ing the poor that they are serving
the cause of their uplift.

And the Devil taking him up
into an high mountain, shewed
unto him all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time. And
the Devil said unto him, All this

" power will 1 give thee, and the
glory of them; for that is deli-
vered unto me; and to whomso-
ever I will, I give it. If thou there-
fore will worship me, all shall be
thine. And Jesus answered and
said unto him, get thee behind
me, Satan.

If T did not see the Devil in
this scheme of contact between
officials and businessmen and the
issue of small and big relative
monopolies going by tEe fanciful
name of ‘socialistic pattern’, I
would not have revolted. But
when I saw a great corrupting
movement set in motion and all
national and individual life
brought under its baneful shadow,
I felt it my duty to throw away
all other considerations, and‘re-
volt without enquiry as to whe-
ther 1 shall win or lose in this bat-
tle against heavy odds. When one
sees a great evil, one must fight it.
Otherwise, there is no purpose in
life. I am not exaggerating the
corruption. I had seen the finest
official cadre in Asia working
splendidly, and I have seen it now
ruined completely under this evil
system, and in a very short time.
I have seen landslides of moral
standards like mountain sides top-
pling down during an earthquake.
I have seen callousness and greed
replace all traditional sensibility
and restraint, all ideas of swa-
dharma. My great age and varied

Price 15 nP
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experience have enabled me to see
the changes and contrasts, and
the consequent distress is great.

This is an attempt to explain
why I have broken away from
valuable friendships and time-
honoured camaraderie, which to
many is still a mystery and is
cause for distress and adverse
comment. The sacrifice of com-
radeship and affection that I have
made now, giving up that
precious possession, and earn-
ing displeasure and dislike in
the highest quarters—these are
no less a sacrifice than what I
made when I was forty, and full
of potential for worldly advance-
ment, gave up my practice at the
bar, grieved my aged father, with-
drew my children from school
and college, and went into the
wilderness in 1920.

I have often thought of those
days when a spirit of adventure
and a passionate abhorrence of
foreign rule helped one to under-
go any sacrifice, when contem-
plating the present position in
which I have dared to raise the
white star against totalitarian-
ism and corruption. One is
not helped in this battle against
one’s own misguided colleagues,
by any youthful spirit of adven-
ture or hatred of toreign rule. At
every step there is pain at hav-
ing to do it.

But should we not de-
fend freedom, should we not
defend democracy, should we not
defend dharma? We must not
allow India to be debased, mis-
taking mass selfishness for patri-
otism. We must love India and
learn why we should love India.
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We must fight Statism, we must
fight one-party rule, which has
devised sclf-gencerating power to
perpetuate itself, and we. must
stem the tide of greed and cor-
ruption. We must bring again into
being a cadre of sternly honest
officials to administer our affairs
as was done till recently. It is a
sacred duty, if therc be any pur-
pose in life and if we are not just
spinning tops, spinning till dcath
overtakes us and we go down to
be re-absorbed into dead matter,
fools mourning around the "body
that , onee  was alive.  When
the motality of the nation and
its elite is hcing undermined,
and threatened with destruction,
there is no question of any alter-
native or surrender to superior
force. We must fight and protect
the soul of the nation from being
overwhelmed and destroyed. It is
the duty of each citizen to resist
it to the utmost without waiting
for others or counting the cost.
For if the nation’s morality is lost,
there will be nothing thereafter
to save.

P

“The more independent
the nationalized boards, the
more they will exercise
ower without ‘accountabi-
ity”; the less they are
independent, the greater the
risks of centralization and
lack of enterprise.”
—KeLr KoHen.
- » »
“The free choice of con-
snmer goods and services,
free choice of a place to
work, free initiative for em-
ployers are decisive foun-
dations and free competition
an important element of a
free economic policy.......
Totalitarian control of the
economy destroys freedom
...... As much competition
as possible—as much plan-
ning as is necessary.”
—Manifesto of Social
Der:zocrats (W. Germany).
@ L]

-“If you want socialism,

you should not say you

are against communism.”
—Nixrra- KHRUSHCHOV

&

SWARAJYA

ROWLATTISM REBORN
By POTHAN JOSEPH

Mr. J. J. Singh, once Pregident
of the Indian Home Rule League
of America, who after Independ-
ence  scttled down im India, has
lodged a vigorous protest against

the vast scale of detention pursned,

by the Punjab Government to
quell the Akali Dal demand for a
Punjabi Suba. Had Mr. ]. J. Singh
been in the good books of Pandit
Nehru like Mr. V. K. Krishna
Menon in London, the “Sardar”, so
well known in Washington, might
have been India’s Ambassador to
the United States. In fact Scunator
Emmanuel  Cellar  and  other
friends of India expected Mr. J. [
Singh’s selection, but there were
other pulls to weaken his legiti-
mate claim. Mr. Singh deplores
the vast drive against those who

‘plead for a Punjabi Suha in order

to preserve the lan%uugc cherished
by the Sikhs and also to give them
an identity conformable to their
tradition. In a public  statement
Master Tara Singh deplores the
huge haul of prisoners tor arbit-
rary internment, at a time of
peace, when ncgotiations about
language are under way with the
Prime Minister. Master Tara Singh
is aggrieved over the drastic mea-
sures aimed at L_‘rippling the Sikhs,
when it is established that the de-
marcation of provihces according
to language need not be construed
as an anti-national proposition.
The key-principle of the reorgani-
sation of States being the test of
lapguage, there is no offence
attributable to the plea for any re-
mapping consistently with that
principle. It was a day of ill-omen
when the leaders of the Congress
Party piloted the States Reorgani-
sation Bill in Parliament; and in-
spite of the Prime Minister’s
pledge to the contrary, a split in a
single State created (Maha) Guja-
rat and Maharashtra. '
It is too late in the day to be-
moan_‘fissiparous tendencies’, al-
though we shall have by painful
processes to recover the cultural
equilibrium and real unity of
India temented by the heritage of
a moddern language disparaged as

Toreign’, as il on the issuc of ser-
viceable Linguages, there could be
any mlecha taint at any place. Mr.
Nehra himself admits it, and in
respeet of English as “Associate
National  Lunguage’ (not affdliate)
Lheis committed to the undertak-
ing that the people of no  State
shall have any dialect of Hindi
foisted on them; nor a composite
product of the future shall be im-
posed amless the non-Hindi speak-
ing people of any arca opt for it
‘enriching Hindi'.

[ll (‘V(Try Ccrror, we Ilil\‘(: to
andergo  the ordeal of penance
and reparation. As it is, the de-
mand for a revision of sub-State
fronticrs on linguistic canons can-
not be declared as  seditious
heresy.  Such being the case, Mr.
J. J. Singh wants to know whe-
ther there is any justilication at
all for jailing a vast number of
dissidents by the Kairon Govern-
mcut.- Minister Thapa ot Nepal
says  that political suspects  who
belonged to the Koirala  group
under house-custody in Nepal do
not exceed one hundred people.
The rest held as sccurity-risﬁs ur-
ing an cmergency have been re-
leased. On the other hand, the
number of Gurumukhi enthusiasts
and members of the Akali Dud
now in the lock-up run to many
hundreds. The exact figure has not
been divulged, but Mr. J. J. Singh
is appalled over the information
he has been able to gather.

In the formulation of our Cons-
titution, the founding fathers were
carcful about the rights and safe-
guards of individual citizenship,
the inspiration Being partly British,
and partly American. Despotic
arrests are permissible only in an
emergency defined by the ULS.
Supreme Court as “clear and pre-
sent danger”, Under Congress rule
in the Punjab administered by Mr.
Nehru’ favourite Chief Minister,
this critarion does not seem to
cxist, since inconvenient persons
are rounded ‘up, on the strength
of a Jaw designed for a crisis verg-
ing on war or armed insurrection.
In their 'worst days the E.M.S.
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AT THE ROOT OF COMMUNALISM
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

There is a plethora of V. L. Py’
speeches and - written hortatories
deprecating  communalism. 1 do
not wish to add to that present-
day literatire which like anti-sex
writing docs  the opposite  of
what it purports to do. I shall
try to explain what I feel has
not been  said, and which s
important in this connection as
well as in the field of education
i our country.

Communalism is not a doc-
trine like other ’isms. Socialism,
individualism, communism, mon-
ism, dualism, Hinduism, and a
host of other ’isms are all names
givcn to some doctrine or other
to guide ways of life, govern-
ment or art, and the like. But
communalism is the name given
to a discase, not a doctrine or
dogma.

It is uscful to analyse the
discase  without an angry or
biassed mind, for passion does not
help any investigation. There
were castes and  communities in
India from time immemorial.
They fonght one another now
and then over a temple or an
offensive  gesture, but did not
compete with one another, The
Brahmin had his occupation, the
Kshatriya had his; the carpenter,
the cobbler, the weaver, the
barber, the potter, the smith
and others had their respective
work and  belonged to their
different  castes, but did not

ROWLATTISM REBORN (Contd.)
Ministry in Kerala declined to in-
voke the Preventive Detention Act.
The gravamen of Mr. J. J. Singh’s
charge is that promiscuous resort
to the semi-martial law provision
in"the Statute Book, has converted
constitutional safeguards into a
mockery. He argnes that when
liberty in the name of a people
is exercised by a government in
order to undermine the safety and
life and liberty of opponents,
there is the beginning of Totalita-
rianism. A nation that fought td

"~ end Rowlattism seems doomed to

witness its re-birth.

comptte with one another. There
were communitics and castes but
no one talked of communalism.
When the British came to rule
the country and became a power
which could not be resisted,
they began to introduce many
new and useful things. Among
them, primary  education  was
one. Schools were brought into
existence taking in children from
all castes and communities and
they were all given literacy and a
kind of education from which
all bodily labour was excluded.
Some physical exercises formed
part of the scheme of education
but not labour as such, that is
muscular  work for producing
useful commodities. The school-
going children were all con-
verted, in the course of a genera-
tion or two, into non-working
citizens. Not only the old non-
producing families, but an in-
creasing number of children from
all classes, including those of arti-
sans and agriculturists, were all
schooled into a new non-work-
ing caste which looked down
on  manual  labour of any
kind as beneath their new status.
With the steady advance of edu-
cation which has not been shaped
to include the habit of bodily
labour, we have now, as a result,
a completely new caste cutting
into aﬁ the old castes which
have lost their original character.
This new caste is solely occupied
with a hunt for ‘soft’ jobs. With
the advance of social and public
life in general, many new jobs
came into existence, which may
be classed as ‘soft’. But, naturally,
soft jobs cannot go on expanding
without limit, for they must be
supported by  wealth-producing
labour which is essentially a
muscular process. When the de-
mand for soft jobs and the supply
get into imbalance as they have
certainly got into now, (partly due

‘t0 a lag in technological pro-

gress and to population increase),
severe competition sets in, with
its emotional adjuncts, greed,
envy, jealousy, hatred, anger and

, ‘ 3

all the other forms of passion, -
which emerge from rajoguna (to
use the terminology of our tradi-

* tional ‘psychology). Soft jobs have

multiplied abundantly, thanks to
the centralized and bureaucratic
system of administration, and
they are still proliferating to the
great satisfaction of soft-job hun-
ters, but this is not enough to
meet the demand, and the envy
and hatred are, therefore, on the
increase.

A new group of very soft
jobs has come into being.
These may be called poritical
jobs including every assignment
that carries salary or allowances,
or power or influence, or status
or anything else, which gives the
means for emotional satisfaction
and opportunity for making up
for material wants without bodily
labour. The competition for these
political jobs is keen. The pas-
sions arising out of this rivalrz:
form a new disease, to whic]
the name of ‘communalism’ is
given by those who find it a
hindrance in carrying out their
own plans.

So when any reformer or
philosopher or  statesman or
minister talks of emotional or
national integration to meet this
communalism, it is not enough
to spout anger against old insti-
tutions. The real mischief-maker
is a new institution which has
come into being without consult-
ing our old social law-givers—
the soft job institution. Dislike
fiot associated with competition is
one thing. But the antagonism
associated with competition is a
life and death affair, and that is
what we have to deal with whem
we talk of communalism. Love
of one’s kin and kind is not a
sin or bad in any way for the
nation. It would be the basis for
a decentralized form of non-Sta-
tist socialism. It is competition
for soft jobs that makes commu-
nalism; and among the ‘best’ soft
jobs are seats in legislative
assemblies or second chambers
or corporations, -6r other posi-
tions equally soft and rich with
political potential which in demo-
cracy &arries encrmous miaterial
value:
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. Some days ago picturés were
published in the papers showing
the Prime Minister as the purcha-
ser of a ten-rupee coupon as his
contribution to the election fund,
the purpose being to establish that
collections were on a modest
scale and that the principes of fair
play are being scrupulously ob-
served by the ruling party. This
demonstration of propriety and
the boost for Congress rectitude
is, kowever, hollow when the drive
for money to finance the elections
is being pursued through the
tricks of illicit levy on industrial
firms that cannot in a graft-ridden
economy dream of alienating the
authorities who could make or
‘mar Jaborious enterprise. The
shareholders of the Hindustan
Motors Limited have received
notice of a Resolution that will
be moved in the next General
Body meeting of the Company
for the approval of shareholders
what in effect amounts to sanc-
tioning an outright donation of
Rupees 20 lakhs to the Con-
gress Party.® The advocates of
Swatantra  (indeed and the
Opposition parties in Parliament)
had pleaded for the avoidance of
racketeering when gifts from
commercial firms were legitimised
under the pressure of the Con-
gress Party which they advertise
as the “Poor Man’s Party”.

. 'The vote for Rs. 20 lakhs is
bound to be passed and apart

from some make-helicve, the bulk
of it is destined to run into the
coffers of the ruling party. Busi-
nessmen belicve in the doctrine of
quid pro quo and when they
invest, they have their own cal-
culations about rcturns on their
grants to the “Poor Man’s Party”.
When such a donation is openly
endowed in public, it will serve as
a pilot-venture for other business
concerns to copy. The ritualistic
exhibitionism involved in buying a
ten-rupee coupon under lens-light
cannot take away from the guilt
of appropriating funds for party-
aggrandisement. A depressing fca-
ture of these performances is that
the manipulations of the political
lever are known to the champions
of democracy, equal opportunities
and fairplay, but they turn thcir
back on corrupt devices looking
the other way and feigning in-
nocence.
o L] L]

In the course of his trilogy of
all India lectures, the themec
adopted by the U.S. Ambassador
Galbraith at Calcutta was the
long-term effects of foreign bor-
rowings. There are some cynics in
the Planning coterie who slyly
hold that loans from abroad,
America particularly, might be
left to an eventual write-off in
return for the repulse adminis-
tered by India to the encroach-
ments of communism in Asia. It
is hard to accept a position so

¢ HINDUSTAN MOTORS
LIMITED

Notice is hereby given that the
Nineteenth Annual General Meeting
 of the Shareholders of the Hindustan
. Motors Ltd., will be held at 8, India
Exchange Place, Calcutta, on Tues-
day, the 25th July, 1961, at 3-30 p.m.

- for the following purposes:—

* o °

To ' consider and, if thought fit,
‘to pass, with or without modi-
fication, the following Resolution:

“’As Ordinary Resolution:
“Resolved that the Board of Direc-
tors be and they are hereby autho-
rised to contribute and/or subscribe
" tb any institution, organisation or
tund for any charitable or other

purposes not directly relating to the -

business of the company or to the
welfare of its employces, from time
to time, in any financial year up to
a total amount of Rs. 20 lakhs
or 5% of the average mett profits
of the company, whichever is greater
notwithstanding the limitation laid
down in section 293 (1)(e) of the
Companies  Act, 1956, provided,
however, contributions to any poli-
tical party or for any political pur-
pose will be subject to the restric-
tions in section 293A of the Com-
panies Act, 1958.”
By Order of the Board,
‘Per Pro Birla Brothers Private Ltd.,
G. Makharia,

India Exchange,

4, India Exchange Place,

Calcutta, the 8th Jane, 1961.

~—Advertisement in newspapers.
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humiliating and hypocritical when
we speak of the “take-off” stage
round the corner. At Calcutta
Professor  Galbraith  said  that
“India had reached an advanced
state of development when  she
should use capital in  quantity
cffectively  but  he  cautioned
against indiscriminate  borrowings
from abroad”. He spoke s an
cconomist  without any jealous
regard of offers from Soviet Rus-
sia and communist countries that
stake trade-interests in India, since
1 summed up his thesis in the
statement that “horrowing should
not become a substitute for carn-
ings”.,
L] L ] o

Mr. H. V. R. Iengar, Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank of India,
has struck a note of alarm point-
ing out that our credit-balance in
respect of foreign exchange has
rcached the lowest level on record
and that, if we do not buck up
and increase our export receipts,
India is bound to be in the dol-
drums even hefore the Third Plan,
still in Hux, starts operation, in
nervous dependence on  foreign
aid. Ambassador Galbraith won-
ders if improvement in our social
conditions does not call for prio-
rity of attention so that our bor-
rowing technology could bhe in
consonance with the degree of
education among the labouripg
classes at large, to cnsure higher
productivity. Probably the spread
of more schools and efficient
teaching without fads in voca-
tional bias might prepare us for
longer strides. 'Mr. Iengar tells
us how changes in the British
economy, like entry into the Com-
mon Market, curbs on credit and
increase. in the bank rate, might
prejudice Indian exports and crip-
ple our capacity to repay foreign
advances, It is a strong indication
that we are trusting crutches too
much, when we ought to aim at
cconomic solvency and steer clear
of glamour-performances. The
danger of drift was apparent in a
speech delivered in London by
Professor P. C. Mahalanobis, the
main-spring of Planning in India.

-3 L] L ]

The distingnished Indian econo-

mist in his London lecture (July
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15) said that India would require
20,000 million dollars as foreign
aid to sustain her till the end of
the fourth Five year FPlan. In
terms of per capita grants and
loans by foreign countries it
would approximately amount to
£ 10 per head of the population.
He admitted that “Indian Plan-
ning C¢ould have been wiser” but
he, cool as cucumber, remarked
that “a little bit of competition
among developed countries was
quite a good thing to induce
them to help developing coun-
tries”. In other words, let the
two Power blocs enter into a
frenzied mood of rivalry in offer-
ing aid; but he gives inadequate
weight to the clfects of a large
number of consortiums installed
within the frame-work of India’s
economic progress. A week Dbe-
fore the learned Professor tabled
his requisition for 20,000 million
dollars, India’s representatives in
the International Labour Office at
Geneva gave an analysis of the
future, and uttered the gloomy
prediction that, in the interregnum
between the third and the foarth
Five Ycar Plans, they estimated
that there would be 10 million un-
employed people in India, white-
collared mostly. Unless planning
is so designed and the tempo con-
trolled to meet their absorption

SWARAJYA

into different vocations as a natu-
ral process, we shall be heading
for a erisis the like of which we
are not inclined to envisage even
in talks about population-explo-
sion, despite assiduous campaigns
of birth-control.
@ pl & ®

The controversy about the
Sugar Pact between the Pakistan
Government and the State Trad-
ing Corporation has taken on a
recriminatory turn  with mutual
accusations of backing out from a
commitment. The whole question
of sugar consignments seems irra-
tional. Out of a surplus of a mil-
lion odd tons of sugar, India
has undertaken to ship large
quantities to the United States at
a net loss, when the confectio-
nary-candy trade, fruit-preser-
vatives and allied enterprise for
internal consumption could be de-
veloped for the betterment of
domestic  standards of living.
Whilst we export sugar at a loss
to replenish American supplies, let
us remember that the Eisenhower
Administration had cut off imports
from Cuba by way of turning the
political screws on Fidel Castro.
Now it is anuounced after the
Indo-Pakistan rupture over sugar
that Pakistan has contracted with
Cuba for large shipments of sugar
at a cheaper rate. This triangular
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involvement must appear to be a
matter of bewildering economics,
but we suppose shipping interests
will not grudge the irrationality. of
it all, India’s political sympathy
for Cuba unaﬂgcted. yp
L L ]

During his brief visit to Ban-
galore, Mr. Lobo Prabhu gave a
lucid exposition of the Swatantra
Party’s mission and described the
electioneering. tactics adopted by
the Congress to obtain a reac-
tionary verdict. By sedulous pro-
paganda the term reactionary’ has
been foisted on the Swatantra
Party, but Mr. Lobo Prabhu made
it clear that it is the methods of
the Congress Party that are reac-
tionary and unethical. The mem-
bers of the Swatantra Party, he
proved, are the “real socialists”
whereas the Congress in spite of
its masthead ‘socialistic pattern’,
are crypto-communists masque-
rading under the tattered cloak of
socialism. When Gandhiji spoke
of the “socialism of my concep-
tion” he had in mind purity of
service and extension’ of the prin-
ciples of trust and' -individual
initiative. What the Congress has
promoted is camouflaged. doctrine
of communistic purposs, "despite
the feint of indignant opposition
to Marxist comrades. ‘

] L L

Restricted acreage for farming

and the rule of ‘land for.the tiller’
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are being revived on the autho-
" rity of Acharya Vinoba Bhave as
essential for social justice. The
froposition is also quoted: as a
actor conditioning the success of
co-operative farming. The advice
is as plausible as his message of
redemption for dacoits who are to
be weaned away from their evil
ways into honest livelihood, in-
spite of the protest of the Police
in Madhya Pradesh that the for-
mula does not help them in their
daily duty of restraining robberies
in Chambal Valley. On the ques-
tion . of land distribution, the
Acharya’s Bhoomi Dan Yagna
movement is bound to have grave
repercussions, dislocating the rou-
tine of efficient cultivation. Two
years a§o when the Acharya,
described as a ‘Gandhian econo-
mist’, preached in Madhya Pra-
desh, Mr. R. K. Patil, a politician
with practical experience, gave his

opinion as follows:
“Acharya Vinobaji’s approach to
the land problem today is that all
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who desire to cultivate land should
be allotted an area sufficient to enable
him to obtain a bare living. This area
has been generally fixed at five acres
of dry land and one acre of wet
land. This is not an area suffidient to
be cultivated by cven®a pair ot bul-
locks and the holding is, therefore,
uncconomic, The cohsequences  of
uneconomic holdings arc that holders
cannot continue on  them for any
length of time and are unable to find
capifal for land development. The
standturd  of  cultivation,  therefore,
temains poor and undeveloped.”

In effect, slogans like ‘land for
the tiller’ or The Seca for the
Sailorss or ‘The Air for the
Aecronaut’, are deceptive catch-
words. In the task of reconstruc-
tion, far-seeing economists have to
grapple with the menace of frag-
mentation. The law of succession
divides the land equally amongst
the male survivors of a Hindu
father, and amongst a larger num-
ber of heirs in the case of Mus-
lims, Christians and other mino-
rities. Short of compulsory ac-
quisition of land and collec-
tivization under a regimented eco-
nomy, what is regarded as a
voluntary movement of Utopian
scope becomes a sclf-stultifying
hoax.

L) » o

The rally of youth was one of
Hitler’s devices to promote dic-
tatorship and neutralise the demo-
cratic experiment after the Treaty
of Versailles; and largely be-
cause of the susceptibility of
youth to respond to ‘clarion calls’,
he won the allegiance of youth
with the excitement of emotional
integration which resulted in the
slogan :

“Ein Reich, Ein Volk, Ein Fueh-
rer.” (One Country, One people,
One Leader.)

This play on juvenile psycho-
logy culminated in the dramatic
cry “Heil Hitler”! According to
the Congress programme of the
electioneering season, it was an-
nounced in July that the Youth
Congress movement is ready with
the offer of one-hundred-thousand
volunteers to work as canvassers.
Subsequent to the announcement,
the programme is to be developed
at a Youth Rally to be held on
August 9 on thé Ram Leela
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Grounds when Prime Minister
Nehru will address a huge assem-
bly of young men and young
women. August 9 has been fixe
as Youth Congress Day. Besides
an address by Mr. Nehru, there
is the feature that Mrs. lndira
Gandhi “will inaugurate the Rally.”
Once New Delhi sets the pace,
the move is bound to be cupied
in all States, not only because
Cougress leaders want such aid
but because of the ardour ot
youth not to be left behind when
great cvents are on the gale.
Apart from the mobilisation of
funds on a funtastic scale by the
ruling party, there is thus the
prospect of youth being, at the
cost of academic discipline, en-
livened into service for the sup-
port of ticket-holders selected by
the Congress High Command
under the direction of the Prime
Minister, who is not even a mem-
ber of the Working Committee
but a mere invitee. The imbalance
in the contest is obvious, but
then it is only additional evidence
of the zeal for the perpetuation
of power without scruples of fair-

play. P. J.

Monopolism by Public Sector

The President of the Indian
Merchants  Chamber, Bombay
said in an address at a general
mecting of the Chamber:

“Instead of there being any dan-
ger of cartels and monopoii(‘s in
the private sector, it is the deve-
lopment of the public sector that
is disturbing. The proposed chan-
ges in the memorandum of asso-
ciation of the State Trading Cor-
poration will actually result in a
mammoth organisation with enor-
mous monopolisec powers. Instead
of realising the objective—a ‘socia-
listic order—it (the ST.C.) has
created problems of a far greater
magniturﬁ)e arising out of concen-
tration of economic power in poli-
tical and bureaucratic hands,
which in reality will mean a se-
rious curtailment of democracy.
Planners should seriously ponder
over the danger of setting up vast
bureaucratic organisations with
large accretions of power.”
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CALL TO RETIRED OFFICIALS
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The Government pays pensions
to retired officials. The question
does not oceur to them it they
have to do anything in return. 1t
they have served their country on
theif pay, should they not serve
democracy, on their  pensions?
The rules do not bar them from
joining any political party or serv-
ing in a political office. Even from
the start, the Congress itselt felt
compelled to enlist the services of
retired  officials like Gopalaswami
Ayyangar, C. D. Deslunukh, V. T.
Krishnamachari. 1f they have since
left, and no others have been in-
ducted, it is because the Congress
has ceased to think less of the
administration  of  the  country
and” more of the snccess  of
the party.

There are many reasons why
retired  oflicials  should have an
important place in the politics of
the country. In the first place,
having served the people during
their employment, they retain an
impuisc to do the same, in condi-
tions of greater freedom for their
convictions. It is not a question ot
opposing their political masters
but of co-operating and correcting
them for the greater good of the
country. Sccondly, officials pos-
Yess  experience both of people
and procedures, which those only
in politics are denied: Under the
British, officials of the highest
scniority became ministers, not
only because they knew how to
control the services but also be-
cause they knew the work better.
While the legislatures gave them
the political balance, they passed
it to the services in a most prac-
tical way. This synthesis was so
successful that they laid the full
foundations of democracy, which
have enabled the country to sur-
vive the mistakes: -made during
the last fourteen years. Sincg there
are retired officials from all de-

artments, their presence in the
egislatures and ministries will
bring the knowledge and disci-
pline, now conspicuously absent
in those elected only on political

grounds.

‘may have

Thirdly, officials who have
carned their’ pensions have proved
their integrity and are too late to
learn cm‘ruf)tion and practise de-
ceit. They have also no need for
this, because their pensions as-
sure them a livelihood, indepen-
dent of politics. In a way, the
pensions are a check on their mis-
use of position. In any case, the
very respect that retired officials
command, reflects their detach-
ment to cheap gains.

Fourthly, officials can under-
stand democracy, having been its
agents. They would avoid what
had frustrated them and support
what ‘made them give their best.
Only the toad under the hoe
knows how the hee “should -be
worked. The present inefficiency,
indifference and corruption in the
services, of which the public is
ouly too painfully aware, can in a
large part be traced to the unin-
formed and ununderstanding poli-
tical direction from the top.

The people and the system of
democracy. have, therefore, every-
thing to gain from retired officials,
every one of them capable of play-
ing his part at different levels.
The question then is why they do
not get eclectcd. The fault is on
both sides, more so on the side of
the officials. The people tend to
associate officials with what they
have suffered from the adminis-
tration, for%’etting that the officials

een helpless, and un-
willing tools of it. Officials, on
their part, tend to be Smug, aloof,
afraid of lesing what they have.
There would be a. change in this
attitude if more of them set
examples of what they could in a
democracy. Secondly, officials are
afraid of the cost and trouble of
elections, particularly as they have
no intentions of reimbursing them-
selves by questionable means. If
they followed the election rules
strictly, their own expenditure
cannot be much and that of their
opponents may be restrained, for
fear of being shown up as illegal

7

and corrupt. If they made this clear .
to the electorate, the support they

will receive will be enhanced, the

more their opponents spend

against the rules. Even if they do

not all stand for elections, they

can give valuable support to the

party which they join and in-

fluence it against the ambitions of

careerists.

So far, only the Swatantra Party
has attracted a few retired offi-
cials. In one way, this is a tribute
to the party that not only it has
broken class resistance but also
that it has attracted the best quali-
fied for politics. In another way,
it is a disadvantage because the
comparative affluence ot officials
is about the only ground on which
it is accused of being a party
of the rich. Financial competence
is no bar to politics; on the other
hand, since Plato wrote, those who
have rendered the best  ser-
vice to the people had no need
of political office for their liveli-

hood.
A spokesman of the P.C.C.

“has disclosed that of the

applicants for Congress tickets
for the coming election, 60
per cent are townsmen engaged
in business and trade, including
13 industrialists, 10 bus contrac-
tors, three bankers and two
newspaper proprictors. Only 20
per cent have shown agriculture
as their occupation. Most of them
have joined the Congress in recent
times. If the next. government is
not to serve vested interests even
more than the present one, retired
officials should come in the open
to represent values which are fast
being lost.
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CAPITAL COMMENTS
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MINISTERIAL POLITICS AND PERSONAL
EQUATIONS

By JUNLUS * ST

NEW DELHI: The Capital is
in a relaxed mood, thanks to
the PRresident’s rccovery and the
prospect of his carly return to the
Rashtrapati  Bhawan. There is,
indeced, a tremendous relicf all
over the country that a nation’s
prayers to the Almighty have
been heard and the life of
“a great and a good man” has
been saved. While much cre-
dit is unreservedly given to Dr.
Sen and his colleagues  for
their expert handling of what was
admittedly a difficult case, peo-
ple in general have not failed to
notice that a private nursing
home was the best available for
cven the august President ot
India, while the State has been

spending crores of ru{)ces on its

own hospitals and medical equip-
ment. The moral is obvious.

) (4 L]

The descent one morning of the
Prime Minister on the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce, with
his own plans for its urgent re-
organization, has taken Delhi by
surprise, and not the least the
Ministry concerned. A case is
made out that the present re-
quirements call for a separate
Ministry of Foreign Trade and
the proposal made, or the deci-
sion taken, that the Minister for
Industry, Mr. Manubai Shah
should take it over. Though he
will also take with him a few
public sector projects which still
need his attentiori, his-colleague,
Mr. Nityanand Kanungo, till now
Minister for Commerce, will take
oyer the Department of Industry.

Not many are taken in by the
official explanation that the need
to step up exports is paramount
and the man to do it is the able
and energetic Mr. Shah. While
this reasoning is unexceptionable,
the reason itself is supposed to
be partial. It is assumed that
there is more in it than meets the
eye. Otherwise, the plea of Mr.
Shah and of even Mr. Reddy

that, with ghe general elections
not far away, this is hardly the
appropriate time for any such re-
allacation of portfolios, would
probably have received a better
hearing, if not consideration.

There are no two opinions
about Mr, Manubai Shah’s high
ability and unquestioned drive.
He has however been, maybc
more because of his ill-luck than
fault, a target for criticism, in
Parliament and outside, because
of his so-called leanings. People
talk now of some permits given
to private firms—but it is not
Gujarat or Saurashtra that is
mentioned in  this context but
Kashmir. All this perhaps de-
serves to be dismissed as idle
gossip as the Prime Minister
wants him for the new Ministry
of Foreign Trade. Maybe Mr.
Kanungo is discovered as the
right man for Industry at this
stage, though he has not so far hit
the headlines.

Perhaps it is in a way a tribute
to Mr. Nehru's latest ‘blue-eyed
boy’, Mr. Bijoyanand Patnaik,
that in informed circles his hand
is supposed to be somewhere be-
hind the scenes in this pro-
posed re-organization. Rapid in-
dustrialization has been his slo-
gan for Orissa. He talked about
it in Delhi with crusading
zeal. He is not enamoured of the
present direction at the Centre
of the Governments industrial
policy; at any rate, in so far as
Orissa is concerned, none could
give him a better helping hand
or offer more effective collabo-
ration than Mr. Kanungo. Rightly
or wrongly, many here think that
it was the unfailing Mr. Patnaik
who impressed on the Prime
Minister the need for re-allocation
of portfolios in the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce (alone). It
is as good as done.

Whether there is something or
not in this story which is current
in Delhi, it is undeniable that the
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saviour of Orissa has established
himself as a man who not only has
the ear of the Prime Minister,
but chn also carry the Prime
Minister with him, in at least some
of his grandiose schemes. Among
Chiet Ministers of States, Mr.

Patnaik’s star is now in the
ascendant.

It is typical of the political cli-
mate in Delhi that there are some
who read in the re-allocation of
Industry and Commerce portfo-
lios a simultaneous effort towards
the deflation of what has come
to be known as the Morarji group
at the Centre. After all, whether
one likes or not, or however much
one may frown, there are groups
in the Union Government as
much as in the Congress—a Right-
ist group led by Mr. Morarji
Desai and a Leftist one by Mr.
Krishna Menon. The one at the
Centre, if not the Centre itself, is
within Mr. T.al Bahadur Shastri’s
orbit. Over and above all these
groups stands Mr. Nehru, moving
them all as pawns, on a chess-
board—and as incalculable as ever.

There is yet no disposition on
his part to apply the same stand-
ards to two men or the same rule
to two States. In Andhra Mr. San-
jivayya was asked not to talk in
terms of ministerial expansion,
within eight months of general
elections. In Uttar Pradesh, Mr.
C. B. Gupta could precisely do
what was sternly rejected else-
where. It is not Mr. Nehru's policy
to prescribe the same sauce for
[ )
all the Congress geese and
ganders.

-3 L} o
Mr. Sanjiva Reddy, who does
not change his mind easily, is
understood to have decided to

ccomplete his full term as Congress

President, without hurrying back
to Andhra, either to join his
friends or smite his opponents on
the eve of the elections. He would
rather like election funds to be
administered by a committee in
each State than by any one indi-
vidual. Whether he will be taken
seriously this time will, of course,
depend on the reactions of power-
ful individuals inside the Congress
to the implications of his well
meant proposal.
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THE BULGING (AND BUNGLING)

BUREAUCRACY
By R. V. RAGHAVA RAO

It is amazing to reflect how all-
pervading our burcaucracy has become
in a short span of thirtcen years of
our Independence, one  activity  after
another, one trade after another having
passed into  the purview  of  the
bureaucrats. No other conntry outside
the Iron Curtain can rival India in
this respect. This  transformation  has
been  daringly  brought about  without
even a mild protest from our represen-
tatives. Railways, insurince, road trans-
port, civil aviation, and distribution of
sugar, cement, chemicals, and  petro-
leum products, and even books in some
cases, have all passed into burcaucratic
hands from private initiative and
enterprise. Even this may be tolerated
perhaps, but the avidity with which
the authorities scck to take over the
distribution trades of all kinds of com-
modities  defies  understanding.  The
scandalous way in which the State
Trading Corporation has been making
fabulous profits out of cemeunt distri-
bution, is a thing which no civilized
country could put up withs yet praise
is showered on the activities of this
corporation in spite of the fact that in
all its undertakings, whether it be jute,
tea or manganese, the exports have
fallen rather than increased!

The Union Minister for Industries has
stated that it is the Covernment’s
policy to discourage monopolics and
progressively reduce their share in any
pasticular market. Yet the Government
is creating its own giant monopolies,
with powers hitherto undreamt of hy
any private monopoly!

We have the sad experience of the
result of entrusting the distribution

monopoly of nitrogenous fertilisers to |

the co?operative socictios and agricul-
tural  ollicials.  Because o the non-
availability of {ertilize®  clsewhere, a
bag of ammonium sulphate, which nor-
mally costs Rs. 40, has been openly
sold in Andhra Pradesh for  Rs.e 90;
yet no action has been taken against
this rackeicering. It was the private
companies  which came to the reseue
of ryats to tide over the  crisis.
But even  in this  ficld, the Gov-
crnment has now stepped in, control-
ling by allotment method  the avail-
abiity of nitrogen to the private fivms,
The result s that the ryot is no
longer able to get cither nitrogen or
mixtures, unless he agrees to become
a pawn in the political game played
by high level Congress politicians  in
every village, The Government of India
has wasted the entire First and Second
Plan periods by not setting up a single
nirtogenous  fertiliser  factory in - adidi-
tion to Sindri, but has imported crorves
worth of this product. As carly as in
1955, the Burmah Shell Refineries Ltd.,
made an offer to the Government of
India to set up a fertiliser plant near its
refineries in Trombay. Owing to dis-
agreement on a small detail, the Gov-
ernment of India rejected the offer.
If the company had been allowed to
set up a factory at that time, the
country could have saved crores” worth
of foreign exchange. Now, six  years
later, the Government has retraced its
steps and  allowed the private  sector
to set up nitrogenous fertiliser plants.

The oil industry is vital to the eco-
nomy of the nation. Every Indian
citizen is proud of the progress made
by this country in exploring oil. But
Sri Malaviva’s adamant refusal to

$Habltusl comtipation can cause
piles or haemorrhoids, a condition
where the veins within and imme.
diately outside the rectum become
swollen. Becawvse of the pain ¥
becomes more difficult and distress-
log 10 evacuste tho bowel. The
constipation gets worse and sa do the
plles with painfot Dssures. It follows
thet, If the  acute pals and discom-
fort caused by the piles can be relfe-
ved, evacuation of the bowels will

’.BONSTIPAHON AND PILES

‘supplied in each packsge. If plies n
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be made easier, Hadensa does in.t
that. It beings prompt rellef fiom

pain and itching. With its continuous
use, the piles shrink and camplete
reficl is obtained. Hadensa, the well
known German pile remedy containg
no narcotics. It is nonstaining and
is easy to use. A small plastic can-
nola with instruction for wee i

your problem, Hadensa is the ans.

wer. Try Hademss today. N»y
ma nufactured in India.

- August 5, 1961 -

allow the expansion of the capacity of
private refineries even by another mil-
lion tons, though they have made it
clear that no foreign exchange will be
utilised, is as inexplicable as it is in-
excusable, The demand for oil at the
end of the Third Plan s expected to
jump to L% milljon tons, on a con-
servative estimate. M all the refineries
planned i the public sector commence
production by 1965—which i most
unlikelyi—we will be producing around
9% million tons. No provision has been
made to fill up the gap. A legitimate
request of an oil company {or expan-
sion of its existing capacity at less than
halt the cost of building a new refi-
nery, is declined on ideological grounds,

Andhra Pradesh bhas  enoromous  de-
posits of iron ore. For the last five
years or so the Andhra Government
has held up mining in the richest parts
of the mining belt, refusing to accord
mining  license to all private  parties,
stating that its policy in regard to min-
ing iron ore has not been  decided.
The Government has neither decided to
enter the field itself, nor allowed pri-
vate compinics to mine these regions.
So the State as well as the country s
losing crores’ worth of exportable iron
orc which will ciun valuable  foreign
exchange. A friend of the writer applied
for the renewal of his Certificate of
Approval (Mining) for the year 1939,
After prolonged and needless correspon-
dence, he was granted renewal valid
for 1959, but it was advised to him
only in May 1960! .

The Andhra Pradesh Government has
recently nationalized the publication of
school text-hooks. Not being  content
with it, it has now gone one step
further and entrusted the distribution of |
these books on a monopoly basis to
Panchayat Samithis, with the result that
boys and parents have to stand in
queue before the distributors, while they
could have bought -them previously
from any street-shop. No one objects to
Government entering a trade if it feels
that private business cannot mect the
demand, or if they are making undue
profits, but why should they do so on
a monopoly basis?

Moneopoly and bureacratisation, the
twin evils which we have fought against
and professed to climinate on the
advent of Independence, are re-appear-
ing in a more virulent form. The enor-
mous, growth of civil expenditure, the
creation of giant monopolies with just
one stroke of the pen, the concen-
tration of power in the hands of a few
bureacrats, and the consequent confu-
sion and carruption, should be ended
forthwith, if this country is not to
pass from one slavery into just another
form of slavery.
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Twenty lakhs from Birlas® con-
cern and in one lump s
enough to demonstrate the {alse-
hood of the claim  of the
Congress  that it is  stll a
‘Poor. Man’s Party. And this
public resolution and gift will
of course be a standard for
levies on  other concerns. For
honest people the exposure is
complete. Nothing but stern reso-
lution by the nation can cope
with this plan of the Congress to

" perpetuate its power and to dis-

regard all deceney in the process.

People must ask themselves the
question, why does the Congress
want to spend such huge amounts
when it claims to possess the
complete  confidence ot the na-
tion? Does it doubt its own claim
and, therefore, it needs all this
money to  obtain  the national
vote? Docs any one think that such
donations are not an investment?
The cost of production will in-
clude all this investment for poli-
tical favours. We can now sce
why we pay so much for what

we bux.

*

‘Heavy water’ will be produced
at Nangal and half of it will he
surplus, to be sold abroad. The
Atomic Encrgy Commission ot
India hopes to make a profitable
business of this ‘radio-active’ in-
dustry. Of course this, like mauy
other caleulations, is Lable to be
upset by production and cost of
production in other countries
which will not sit idle watching
Indian ‘progress’.

* -

A fighter aircraft HF24 was
produced by HAL of Bangalore.
The Defence Minister, Mr.
V. K. Krishna Menon, and later
the Prime Minister were all ‘ex-
hilarated” when they saw the
craft go up. With whom are we
going to clash and have some
use for this HF24, and then
when it meets with a casualty,
what then? We are dead against
arms races abroad and advocate
serenity and peace, but we seem

to forget all doctrine when we
come to our pwn conduct and be-
come as innocent and excited as
children supplied with a new toy.

Alongside of this HF24 exhi-
laration, is another achieveinent
in the H. M. T. at Bangalore, the
assemblage of 800 watches out of
forcign parts all imported. There
is some cause for exhilaration
here. Assembling is  the Dbegin-
ning. Let us hope the price of
imported parts wont go up cor-
responding with our progress in
this line. But then our Govern-
ment can levy heavy duties on
imported watches, making wat-
ches of all kinds, both foreign and
indigenous, terribly costly for the
consumer. Progress has its own
vivious circle.

*

A reliable report from Delhi
which has appeared in the press
has given notice to the pcople of
impcnding severe restrictions on
internal consumption of all articles
and an export drive to cope with
the bankruptey issuing out of in-
discriminate borrowing of capital
from abroad. A programme is be-
ing incubated for reducing cost of
production, for, otherwise, what-
ever may be the velocity of the
drive, the commodities will not
sell abroad. We know the story
of sugar. We cannot subsidise
everything and remain solvent.
Reduction of cost of production
means essentially  retrenchment
and reduction of wages. No men-
tion is made of the possibility ot
strikes in this comnection. But
we are definitely warned that
increased restrictions on  internal
consumption of all industrial pro-
duction means rise in prices and
in black-markcting.

*

It is remarkable how the
tobacco interests run a successful
race in advertisement literature
with the scientific men’s verdict
and warning against cigarettes.
It looks as if the luke-warmness of
the bulk of the scientists is at the
root of this disgraceful rout. The
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net result is that cancer wins, not

the tobacco-kings nor science.

We  have long articles now
appearing in the world newspaper
magazine  sections, in  which
advantage and sccurity of smok-
ing only half the cigarctte and
throwing the rest away are lucidly
cxplained. Thus the warhing ot
science will, instead of reducing
the sale of cigarettes lead to an
increase. Those who wish to con-
tinue smoking but who are atraid
of cancer will have to double their
purchases out of respect for
science.

The conclusion is that neither
science nor commonsense, hor
even finance, but only fashion and
snobbery govern men’s conduct.
It is only it there is an elite in a
nation who sct a good and healthy
example of abstinence, and thus it
becomes the hall-mark of aristo-
cracy, that men will try to rise in
the ladder of status and abstain
from evil things. Thercfore it was
that in old days in India the Brah-
min caste, by their many and strict
abstinences, spread good habits.
The others copied them to rise in
the scale of social status. But the
Brahmins were displaced by the
Western immigrant rules. These
became the elite and the model
for copying. After Independence,
things are worse. Indians who
dress, smoke, eat and drink, and
speak with the accent and behave
in the manner of the Western
young men who occupy important
commercial and technical posi-
tions in our developing economy-—
these are the present day Brah-
mins who set the fashion in all
these respects. Successful Indian
youths’ ambition today is to smoke,
talk, eat, drink, dress and behave
like Western youth, never mind
cancer, never mind the superiority
of an abstinence culture.

c.2.
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WHY WE BELIEVE IN CLASSICS

[This is the text of a broad-
cust, talk recenily given by
Rajaji over the AIR, Madras].
Classics are literary works that

have attained the highest stan-
dards of quality. They are gene-
rally old works which are thus
classified. This is because recent
works have not had time to pass
the test—not that inspiration is
no longer the source of the life-
breath of modern authors.

Once a departed friend of mine
and myself were going over the
ruins of ‘a very famous old temple.
We were on the terrace, when I
said to my friend that our
ancients knew how to make such
remarkably good cement as what
we saw in that ruin and com-
mented that it seemed skill of
that kind had deteriorated these
days. My friend came of an
engineering family. He laughed at
my observation and told me that
old mortar was good because it
was old, and that properly mixed
modern mortar, too, would set
and become as strong as the
mortar in the old ruins, if we
lived to see it after a century or
two. The composition gets harder
and harder as time passes, he
explained, and so we admire very
old buildings. Bad quality cons-
tructions disappear and do not
come to view at all.

Something like this happens to
literary works also. Writings of
no value or of poor quality dis-
appeared, specially under the
conditions that prevailed in the

old days, when keeping books was
difficult. Some writings have great
immediate vogue, but soor find
their level and disappear. But as
the centuries pass, the best writ-
ings survive and show their great
quality. These are classics.

The lives of people are shaped
by such writings. Ideas of right
and wrong are greatly shaped by
what great writers and poets have
written and sung. Our very mea-
suring standards of literary merit
are formed on the basis of such
writings. So the classics become
set as classics, as old mortar sets
and shows marble-like hardness.
Quality survives and the survival
itsclf enhances its quality. My
friend’s exposition of good lime-
mortar holds good for classic
writings also. If Valmiki, Vyasa,
Tulsidas, Kalidasa, Kamban, Sha-
kespeare, Milton and the autho-
rised version of the English
Bible are classics, it is not only
because they are of the highest
quality but also because we have
built our own minds, so to speak,
out of those classics. There is
nothing so good to nourish life as
the material that has gone to
build that life.

1 therefore believe in classics.
Not that we do not want new
writings. But new writings are
new writings and classics are a
class apart. They sit guard over
new writings, vigilantly watching
quality. Classics give us perpetual
intellectual pleasure re-uniting us
with the great souls of the past;

LOANS ON

—H. P. B. Jenxins,

“There was a time,” old Kaspar said,
“when loans on easy terms
were all reserved for prudent folks

or wisely managed firms.

But now a loan is guaranteed
to any one who shows a need.”

“It seems a very helpful change,”
said Little Wilhelmine.

“One bad effect,” old Kaspar sighed,
“was wholly unforeseen.

Inflated prices cost us more

Than interest burdens djd before.”

EASY TERMS

Ecconomist, Arkansas.
Courtesy-F reeman
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when we read them, they occupy
us to the exclusion of the present
times, and give us serenity; they
clevate our souls. They guard us
against vanity, and all other cvils.
That is why the Sikhs worship
the Book; why the Muslims
revere the Koran. So also the
Hindus do homage to the Rama-
yana on Saraswati Pooja Day and
the Christians treat the family
Bible as a precious inheritance.
They are all the unbroken voice
of God, the eternal Watchman
and Friend.

Effects of Inflation

Inflation is due to an excess of
paper money. It is only the government
that could issuc paper money; there-
fore, the government is solcly responsi-
ble for the abnormal rise of prices.
Even an intelligent person can easily
be misled about the implications of
price control, because the attempts at
control give the impression that the
government is averse to or condemns
the rise of prices and tries to stop it
by such controls. The impression given
is that somebody clse—not the govern-
ment—is responsible for the abnormal
rise of prices.

In furtherance of this ... the govern-
ment usually places the blame upon a
specific class of society, selected as target.
The target is generally the merchants,
especially the retailers who deal directly
with the public. These merchants are
depicted by the government as men
without conscience, whose nuin  con-
cern is to make profits at the oxpons.c
of their fellow-citizens. They are
stigmatized as ‘profiteers’.

Throughout 40 centuries of  human
experience, price controls at their best
have always been a miserable failure.
At their worst, they have led to famine
and disaster. History records at least
40 centuries of human experience with
price control. Exchange control is a
comparativgly® madern phenomenon,  As
in the case of price control, contem-
porary history confirms that there s
not a single instance where exchange
control has ever solved the consequen-
ces of inflation upon the external eco-
nomy of a nation.

Price and exchange controls are
remedies worse than the malady  they
are designed to cure. The error lies in
mistaking the symptoms for the real
cause of the discase, which is the
policy of the government of spending
beyond its means.

— Benedicto Padilla’s speech to Phi-
lippine Legislature, 1958  (Courtesy,
Freeman.)
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IRRATIONALITY IN HUMAN AFFAIRS
By A. V. SUBRAMAN}A AIYAR

Two problems are now on the head-
lines. Though they refer to two diffe-
rent countries they are in a way related
and must be of anxious concern to all.
One is the recrudescence of the anti-
Negro trouble in a nasty form in Ala-
bama in the US.A. The other is the
threatened policy of the present rulers
of India to ban communal parties that
act  politically,  whatever  this  may
mean.

A little reflection will show  that
human nature is an inseparable bundle
of impulses good and bad, rational
and irrational. It is childish to think
that the primitive, uncthical and ani-
mal content of human nature can be
argued out of existence by advocates of
reform, religion and morality or sup-
pressed  hy violence. The irrational
dement in human nature scems to be
a permanent heritage of man, to be
reckoned with by rulers and philoso-
phers.

Taking the American Negro question,
it is an internal problem of the US.A.,
though its human and moral aspect has
world-wide significance. In spite of the
best efforts of very large sections of the
people  of that country and its  great
leaders, the problem is still alive in the
States of the South, in some of them
in an acute form. That this should be
so in the midst of the surging demo-
cratic forces and the unheard of scien-
tific and industrial advancement in a
Jgreat country is rather odd and seems
inexplicable. The highest court of the
Land has at last wneqguivocally upheld
the  rights of the Negroes and  their
cquality with the white subjects, while
the Federal Government has shown a
commendable  determination to uphold
the Constitution, which has guaranteed
cquality to all citizens. But the solu-
tion through law courts and  State
action, though unaveidable and neces-
sary during crises; congtitutes only
coercion, which never has  succeeded
in such cases in the long run and leaves
behind only bitterness that sometimes
azgravates the problem. The real need
is a change of heart and outlook on
the part of a majority of the
Southern  whites.  The  existence  of
mass  prejudice in millions of  white
people must be deemed more a psycho-
logical phenomenon than a mere politi-
cal problem to be solved by law.

The Negro problem has to be tackled,
if at all, by methods that will touch
the hearts of the Southern whites and

transfgrm them though it may take a
long time to jbe cffective.  That the
Negro leaders themselves have taken
to a form of peaceful satyagraha on
the Gandhian model to assert their
rights is a good sign. Only a truly re-
ligionus and idealistic fervour on  the
part of the white believers in the Negro
cause will have a chance of working
the miracle.

The corresponding problem in India
is that of untouchability and the depres-
sed classes. This has undoubtedly been
a scrious blot on Hinduism. At the
same time it may be stated that at no
time in our history had the depressed
classes been subjected to the unspcak-
ably brutal mass violence in the shape
of lynchings and other barbarous prac-
tices to which American Negroes had
been victims until a few decades back.
Thanks to the labours of Gandhiji and
his disciples and other leaders the pro-
blem of the depressed classes, in its
uglier  aspects of untouchability  has
been effectively solved in most parts of
the country. The unscemly manifesta-
tions of caste inequalities have also
become  a thing of the past, though
calte hatred is sedulosly cultivated by
some fanatics in States like Madras,

Now the question raised is whether
people belonging to a religion or com-
munity as such can organise themsclves
for participating in political life and
safeguarding their rights. We have today
organisations  for almost all religions,
religious sects and castes in the country
functioning cither activdly or in a
moribund condition, but liable to be
revived at any time. Of late three more
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factors, region, language and party,
have come into active play. All orga-
nisations  except parties profess no
direct political aims, though they get
themsclves energised politically during
times of election or crises. It is no use
hiding the fact that at present the bulk
of the people, excepting a microscopic
minority of noble souls, have their
loyalties towards their religion, caste,
region and language in greater or less
measure.  Even in political partics all
these loyalties come into play within
their fold. In rare cases where these
loyalties  are displaced by  complete
loyalty to parties, the results are no
better, because they are interested in
fishting for power without, szruples
about means. Sir Arthur Keith says:
“Our political parties arc tribal orga-
nisations impelled by an implacable
tribal mientality”. Thercefore to  disap-
prove of or condemn the natural loyal-
ties of citizens to their religion, caste,
language and region on the part of poli-
ticians of the ruling party evidences
only their double standards of mora-
lity, as they have consistently exploited
such loyalties for gaining power and
have evinced definitely communal lean-
ings in State politics and administra-
tion, especially in the matter of man-
ning and control of the services.
There is one fundamental fact that
has been generally overlooked.  The
present state of communal politics and
problems in most States have heen the
results of and reactions to the policies
and administrative acts of the party in
power. If it is scrupulously just to
minorities on the basis of uniform
principles and carries on honest and
impartial administration, without show-
ing favouritism of any kind, then com-
munal tendencies may not raise their

head.

————

BOOK REVIEW

L

A JOURNALIST’S JOTTINGS

In this charming and delectable
hook of essays (most of them pub-
lished originally in The Hindu) Mr.
Govindarajan has touched on a varicty
of topics, ranging from impressions
of the contemporary American scene
to reflections on the nature of Indo-
British relations. He has a keen and
sensitive mind, a lucid and agreeable
prose style and aggift for narrating his
thiilling  experience while recording
a picce of conversation. The guide who

BRIEFLY NOTED: By §S. A.
Govindarajan, M. K. Press, Thanja-
vur, 1961, 64 Pages. Rs. 3S.

led the author along the path taken
by Paul Revere (immortalized by
Longfellow) on his historic ride to
Lexington drew on his fertile imagi-
nation to depict the prolonged suffer-
ing of Paul Reverc in the wake of his
capture; and the guide grinned when
Mr. Govindarajan drew his attention to
the words on the memorial which
simply mentioned that Paul Revere
was released by the British after a
brief spell of captivity. This inci-
dent recalls to one’s mind Her-
man Melville’s attack on the Anglo-
philes’ among the American men
of letters and Longfellow’s ‘Kavanagh'



lt's fun, it's & joy ~— a bath with LIFEBUOY Soap |

What a fively, tingling feeling of freshness 1

And that rich LIFEBUOY lather washes away .
the germs in dirt — everyday dirt that you

cannot avold plicking up. It's a healthy life with

LIFEBUQY — for the whole family | -

& Where there’s
LIFEBUQY

there's health '

2. 16008 . A HINDURTAN LEVER PRQOYGT °

Angust 5, 1961

which had sparked off & controversy
on “Nationalisin i Literatnee ™

Mr. Covindarajan has given us @
revealing portiait of Dre. Oppenheimer,
who has heen aptly deseribed ay UA
Cifted  Scicutist and Hansanist™. Fhis
remarkable  seicntist hacd joined the
University of California stvee he wis
enchanted” by ity collection of
French poctical works of the sisteenth
and seventeenth centuries,  And when
the first atom haab (or wadpet” as it
was  then disareetly  deserihedy  was
exploded  fromi the  high scaffalding
vonstructed by the Los Alamos Labo-
rataries at Point Zero, an illuminating
passage  from the  Gits (" the
radiance of w0 thowsand  suus woere (o
burst  iuta  the sky, that  would be
like the splendour of the Mighty One™)
flashed  across iy mind. Indecd, the
imtier workiings of  his complex  mind
can be interpreted  only i terms of
Neils Bobe's “Principle of complimen-
tarity.”  And  while My Govindarajan
has skifully captured  the abnosphere
of the Presidential  noews conference
and the drmsatic session of the U, N.
during  the perdod  of  the  Lebanon
crisis, e has abo revealed his sensi-
bility i his description of A Shukoes-
peare: Shrine™ at Steatford n Connee
ticnt, Na less steiking are s assess-
ments of Winston Ghurehill, Abrahian
Lincoln, Dr. Sunned Jobsson and Sir
Hubert Witkins whose name is ever
associated  with the  Polar expedition;
and  same  of  his  picees on the
umbrelle and the  serf are written in
scmi-humorons, iformal viin,

In his pereeptive review of “Twe-
ticth  Century Pactry™, he  bLas  ye-
marked  that the  inspiring content o
Yeats's youthfdl poems can stand com-
pasisonr - with  the  best {including
Yeats's later pootry) iy contemporary
literatire. Yeuts's senarkabie vistuosity
wis - certainly  reflected  through The
Celtic Twilight, In the opinion of the
reviewer, however, it wag ouly in the
solitude of “The Tawe™ at the top of
“The Winding  Styi that  Yeats  was
ispived by "A Vigion” of Byzantinm.

In his (’(ln('huling piece, “Thoughts
on August 15, 19597, Mr. Gavimla-
f’“f“" has argued the case for a liberal
interpretation of ghe history of fndo-
British  relations., e has  empha-
Si?.!‘_d St alone with the  preat
a;f‘l\lt'vmm'nts of Dadhabhai  Naoroji,
Gokhalg, Tituk, Gandhi, Rajaji, Nehreu
and Sarday Patel we shoukd remember
the contributions of several members of
the British commumity  like [ume,
Wedderbten,  Andyeswes and  Arunddale
towards  the Indicng  movement  for
freedom.  What, however,  hapresses
one most is the author’s breadth of

vision and  cultured urbanity of out-
lock,
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INTEGRATION OF INDIA

Sir,—The .Government  of  India is
firm only when there is little or no op-
position from the States lll}t gives way
on the least semblance of  opposition,
Of what use is all this talk about cmo-
tional integration, when  cvery  State
desites "to be self-contained?

Andhra wants to lave colfee planta-
tions and be self-sullicient in regard tf’
collee, when there is a surplus of it
in India, and a slump in prices. The
South desires to be  self-contained  in
regird  to sugar when an attempt s
being made to export our swplus, even
at a loss of crores of rupees, There is
similarly  dissatisfaction in respeet of
the focation of industrics.  Every State
is anxious to be sclf-contained in res-
pect of every matter though  common-
sense  and  experience would  suggest
that the industrics should  he ]()c;xtv(!
with due regard to the availability of
several items of raw material required
for an enterprise and  other f:lciliti('s,.
and at cconomic rates. This policy of
selfinterest way no doubt secure ad-
vantaves for certiin States. In the
nature of things all the States cannot
enjoy equal advantages, say, in respect
of coal or iron ores, hauxite or hydro-
clectric power, and so on. Is it wise
to  establish  any  particular  indus-
try in any State, merely to satisty paro-
chial int("r('.s‘ts, without due regard for
other factors, including expense, which
might throw a heavy burden on other
shoulders?

The Ekathwam (integrated unity) of
India is lost sight of in the Stzlt(as'
squabbles about the distribution of the
waters  of the rivers flowing thro%’h
them; again, there is so much pasm?n
generated over particular talugs or bits
of land Deing included or excluded for
the suke of administrative convenience.

Similarly, provincial jealousies have
raised their heads and are being cn-

COMMUNIST CHINA

. TODAY

By Dr. S. CHANDRASEKHAR,

« A Perceptive and Penetrating
Analysis ™’

200 pages Rs. 9/-
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conrageg in respect of the services, West
Bengal does nos want the Bibari and
the Bihas reciprocates the  sentiment,
and both of thgm dislike o Southemner.,
The several State Lnguages come  in
handy for fanning  diflerences,  the
latest stunt being that the PP.S.C. cxa-
minations may be conducted in Eng-
lish or Hindi, though without question
it is caleulated definitely to handicap
the non-Hindi speaking people.

These issues require to bhe considered
at the highest level and from a broad
angle, if the integration of India, what-
ever the adjective qualifying it, is to be
achieved in reality and not remaih a
distant dream. K. V. Iyer

DOES IT MAKE SENSE ?

Sir,—Prime  Minister  Nchru is  the
most ardent champion of  co-operative
farming. The National  Development
Council is also reported to have de-
cided, at its last mecting, that the ulti-
mate aim of planning should be to climi-
nate individual ownership of land,  If
this is the firm policy of the Goveru-
ment, why does it create new ownership
of land where none had existed? With
its antipathy for individudl ownership of
land, the government  should  have
plaiced all new land under co-operative
farming. The West Bengal refugees are
being  rescttled  in "Dzuulukamn)"u on
new land which was not privately
owned by anyone in the past. Why
should not the rcfugees be asked to
work that land as a co-operative farm?
Instead, they are each heing given three
(or five) acres of land as individual hold-
ings!

Similarly, the Tibetan refugees who
aro being scttled in  Periyapatna  are
also being given land for individual
ownerships instead of being employed
in a co-operative farm.

In the light of these facts, how can
one believe that the Government is
sevious  in its faith in  co-operative
farming? If the answer is that they
want to ‘hasten slowly’, the caution
should apply more in compelling land-
owners into co-operative farming than
in putting new land under co-operative
farming.

If the Government went slow in this
matter, it could judge more objectively
how people react to co-operative farm-
ing, and whether it would really yield
better results. Instead of doing  this,
the Government create a lot of uneasi-
ness by declaring that a firm decision
has been taken in favour of co-operative
farming and that there will be 1000 co-

15

Late Khasa Subba Rau

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Hyderabad, at its
meeting held on June 26,
placed on record its deep
sense  of griJ and  sorrow
at the sad demise of Sri
Khasa Subba Rau, a great
litteratcur  and  renowned
journalist of India.

The Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress  Political  Conference,
held at Bhongir last month,
had also passed a resolution
touching the death of Sri
Subba Rau.

——— e

operative farms within such a périad,
10000 within  the next period,  and
that ultimately the whole country will
be covered  with  co-operdive  farms.,
All this makes no sense.

Bangalore . H. S. Rao

NON-AVAILABILITY OF
TEXT-BOOKS

Sir,—All  primary  and secondary
schools in Madras reopencd by the
middle of June and, after a scramble for
admissiens, the  classes  have  scettled
down for rcgular lessons.

We are now at the end of July, but
some text-books preseribed for different
subjects are yet unavailable, Particularly,
for the S$.S.L.C. 10th standard, the
text-book for Tamil could not he had,
and it is said it was being re-printed.
Hardly six months are now left for the
selection examination which comes off in
December next. The plight of the un-
fortunate students can well be ima-
gined. What do the authorities carc if
their  bunglings have brought  about
this state of affairs?

T'Nagar A Parent
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] The majestic and commanding
: Reserve Bank Building, now
;

impressively adorning the sea front
of Madras has been built with
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Speaking in scornful terms at
non-Congress parties during his
visit to Bangalore, the Prime
Minister dismissed their claims to
recognition and, incidentally, con-
gratulated the Mysore Ministry
about the absence of any sub-
stantial Opposition, which, ac-
cording to him, would be an ad-
vantage in the official implemen-
tation of the Third Five Year
Plan. He lashed in fury against
the Swatantra Party, saying that
it had no following and that,
being ‘reactionary,” it had no
future “whatever else may hap-
pen”.  The Plan is still in the
stage of ‘dratt outline’ and cven
in the phasc of blue-print calcu-
lation, it has been suddenly dis-
covered that the capital resources
are likely to run short of esti-
mates by Rs. 900 drores. No de-
ficit in cash-investment daunts the
P.M. since he announced his in-
tention to stick to, all the projects.
He commended the duty of hard
work and the cultivation of
‘laming’ zeal to excecd the tar-
gets on-the drawing board. His
sneer at Swatantra -came as the
equivalent of, a verbal grimace,
little knowing that the epithet
‘reactionary” was completely out
of place except for his obsession
that slap-dash ideas are mighty
progressive. Swatantra is not
merely a party but is a move-
ment, and guess-work about the
number of followers is hardly the
criterion when those alarmed at
the hazards of empiricism strictly
avoid rabble-rousing rhetoric to
rally a following.

When in the early thirties the
Liberal Party, led by the late Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru, exercised

By POTHAN JOSEPH

constructive  wisdom, depending
on no cheers from the gallery,
Mr. Jinnah indulged in jibés at
it comparing the party to the
Dutch army which, according
to ancient jest, consisted of “all
Generals and no Privates”. The
Quaid-e-Azam who knew the value
of votes maintained that while
the Liberals of the time displayed
much practical sense, they could
not “deliver the goods”. Never-
theless, the Sapruites played a
farseeing role in devoting them-
selves in their non-spectacular
task. Among demogogic chroni-
clers of the time, it was taken
that the Liberals just fumbled,
being ‘rcactionaries’, whereas agi-
tational excitement had, on their
reckoning, won the day. Anyone
who had a nodding acquaintance
with the pace of political ad-
vance in the country knows that
the structure of our present
Constitution was built round the
Government of India Act 1935,
and tentative improvements
around that frame-work were
suggested by these very ‘reaction-
ary’ politicians who then lacked
a following in the market-place.
All the same the Liberal perspec-
tive had proved a masterly con-
tribution which only an ungrate-
ful posterity can belittle or super-
ciliously describe as retrogade. In
assessements of the past, those
who had horne the burden of
such reproach like the Liberals,
are not likely to find a place in
the biographies of national heroes
sponsored by the Government of
India and the Publications Divi-
sion; but  Gandhiji entertained
profound respect for the opinion
and leadership represented by

UD MAN’S CONTUMELY

leaders who did not cpmimand
“Ki-Jai” reception. The lack of
following should not appal the
leaders of the Swatantra move-
ment, because its purpose is not
to beguile credulous folk and
capture officc overnight; but they
really are alarmed at speculative
ventures at the cost of the people
at large and also the dritt to-
wards national demoralisation with
the current riot of permits, quo-
tas, graft, legalised extortions,
election-racketeering by the rul-
ing party, and the distortion of
democratic processes, in order to
obtain perpetuity in clique-power,
Vehement utterance of platitudes
and campaigns of self-glorifica-
tion have put some people on the
alert.

Recently, Dr.  Erhard, Vice-
Chancellor of Germany and Mi-
nister of National Economy, pub-
lished a book entitled Prosperity
Through Competition which has

just been translated into English
(Asia Publishing House) and which
tells us of the ‘reactionary’ ways
by which the Federal Republic
built her prosperity in ten years.
Individual incentive and personal
enterprise form the key to West
Germany’s recovery, whereas all
the stunts of collectivization and
regimented production in East
Germany resulted at the same
time in decline. Foreign visitors
to West Germany are compelled
to gasp when, after seeing marks .
of progress in the Federal Re-
public, they cross the check-post
and have a look at the plight of
relative penury produced by the
pseudo-socialistic exertions of East
Germany. Apart from diminution
of individual freedom, the mere



August session. While at Manali,
he himself is reported to have
drafted the introductory chapter,
stressing on equality of opportu-
nities as the basis of the Plan.
Since a Plan of 900 pages (includ-
ing its two predecessors) may not
be read by many, it is necessary
to examine precisely what equa-
lity of opportunities has been
achieved so far, and is likely to
be achieved under the Third
Plan.

/The scheduled classes and
tribes are most deficient in equa-
lity of opportunities. The First
Plan provided Rs. 32 crores, the
Second Plan Rs. 91 crores and the
Third Plan is providing Rs. 100
crores for backward classes. The
programme for them has been the
usual one of community projects,
co-operative  societies, scholar-
ships, and hostel stipends. It is
notorious that welfare projects
have touched the scheduled clas-
ses least. In respect of educa-
tion, not more than 5 per cent of
the enrolment is of scheduled
classes and tribes, while in res-
pect of government employment,
if menial posts are excluded, the
proportion is less than 1 per cent/

SWARAJYA !

Their overall economic position
has deteriorated, as the Seécond
Farm Labour Inquiry disclosed
that daily wages have fallen from
104 nP to 88 nP. I¥ the Prime
Minister really wants equality of
opportunity for this more than
one-sixth of the population, is he
prepared to alter the Third Plan
to provide regular employment to
it, at least at minimum wages?
Only by diversion from State
industries and gigantic dams,
which he himself recently admit-
ted had failed, public and private
projects could be activated ‘n the
villages to provide full employ-
ment for them, as the beginning
of equality of opportunity.
Secondly, the rural population
as a whole has lost viability by
land reforms which have confer-
red inalienability to those in pos-
session. One-fifth of rural house-
holds which own no land and a
quarter which hold less than an
acre have no prospect of obtain-
ing land. Economically, villages
are discriminated Dbecause  the
ceiling on income of Rs. 3,600,
and the blocking of outside invest-
ment which inalienability implies,
have permanently condemned the
villages to the economics of
poverty. Side by side, the rates
of interest have begun to soar

THE PROUD MAN’S.....
scare of Khrushchov’s threatened,
peace-treaty has driven as many as
one thousand East Germans a da
into avenues of escape to the West.
At Manali the Prime Minister
was reported to have drafted the
preface to the Third Five Year
Plan, as he was not pleased with
the introduction composed by the
experts of the Planning Commis-
sion. It is a last-minute face-lift
for a haggard debutante. He
would do well to have a quieter
week-end when he could study
Dr. Erhard’s work and other cri-
tical commentary on what he
calls flexibility in pragmatic ap-
proach. In the daily experience
of the people of India, the price
of commodities has been steadily

"

rising by 6 per cent every year,
despite blatherskite about ‘holding
the price line’ and imaginatively
increasing national output through
co-operative ventures free from
the ‘reactionary’ influence of in-
centive as a force in economics.
The Swatantra movement stands
for opposition to carbon-copy
stunts which, in sum, comes a¢
a mirage for attracting mass-
votes. These chimerical schemes,
egotistical predictions, insanitary
politics and erratic contempt for
those outside flunkey-coteries, and
other features of transition, must
liquidate themselves in the
ordeals of experience. For the
P.M., Swatantra is a mock-slogan,
but there is a message of hope and
liberty in the movement.

August 12, 1961

while the taxes both direct and
indirect are adding to the erosion
of income. Equality of opporti-
nity has, there?ore, been denied to
82 per cent of the population, for
the sake of towns and gigantic
projects.

In the services, merit is no lon-
ger the basis for appointment,
while nepotism vitiates promo-
tions. In committees and public
bodies, which have inordinately
increased, not even five per cent
of the appointménts have gone to
those who do not belong to the
ruling party.

In industry, competition is eli-
minated by licences in favour of
State enterprises or existing enter-
i)rises. New entrants, who are
ew, have not only to satisfy offi-
cials but are practically screened
on their services to the ruling
party. In day to day working,
discrimination persists in respect
of the many controls maintained

- by government.

In trade, the licensing system
favours an infinitesimally small
number  of  monopolists  with
opportunitics to raise prices in a
closed market, not to speak of pro-
fitcering in the black market. The
State Trading Corporation, which
by itself is a big encroachment,
adds favouritism in the appoint-
ment of its agents. Otherwise, all
enterprises are subject to the
numerous laws and controls,
which by themselves and the way
in which they are exercised, deny
equality of opportuni?'.

Lastly, all self-employed per-
sons earn less, the net output per
head reported for agriculture
being Rs. 500, small enterprises
Rs. 800, professions Rs. 700, and
domestic service Rs. 400 against
Rs. 1,700 in factories, Rs. 1,600 in
Railways, and Rs. 1,100 in gov-
ernment service. The policy of
Statism of the Government is ir.-
creasing the differences, subjecting
self-employed persons also to end-
less inflation in prices, without
compensation of dearness allow-
ances.

The loss of equality of opportu-
nities has arisen from the econo-
mic policy of the Congress Gov-
ermment. In fact, the so-called
mixed economy js worse than
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THE CHALLENGE

+ SWARAJYA
WE MUST MEET

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Concentrated attention on the
repayment of our foreign loans is
the present slogan. And it is right.
The cry is, however, worded com-
mercially so as to avoid the evil
smeill of bankruptey. It is concen- «
tration on the ‘promotion of ex-
ports’. The hope is that we raise
exports not only to keep the ditfi-
cult current payments position
going but also to save enough,
to clecar some day the Himalayan
sum of borrowings from the West,
Our exports to Asian countries do
not help in this. We must under-
sell in Europe and America. We
have been clearly warned to ex-
pect higher prices for all commo-
dities for buyers in India—for all
commodities, because one can’t
pay higher for certain commodi-
ties and sell one’s things at the
same old prices. It means a rise
in all prices and also many, many
more curbs and controls and pro-
hibitions in the internal market
which again necessarily involve
scarcity and more extended black-
marketing, as we have been autho-
ritatively warned. Competition in
the export market certainly means

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY....
both communism and capitalism.
The Twenty Year Plan, which the
communists have just declared is
stated to be based on the princi-
ple of “from cach according to his
ability, to each according to
his need”. While the needs of the
people have never been consi-
dered, even the groups which
have been favoured have not been
made to contribute according to
their ability. For capitalists, even
the American Ambassador (who
favours planning) has stated that
cqgnsumption-needs in a democra-
tic pattern were more important
than competition in industry with
advanced countries. Qur Plan-
ning has proceeded not in the
interests of the people but in the
interests of the party. Everywhere
there is evidence of frustration
and it is sheer effrontery for the
Prime Minister to speak of equa-
lity of opportunity.

selling “at rates below the rising
cost ofsproduction in India, which
means fresh direct taxation and
heavier mdirect taxation. Let us
remember that all finance is pro-
duced by the suffering people and
not by the Finance Minister or the
Congress Party, whatever may be
the illusions created. The party
issues pamphlets, thought to be
cleverly written, defending the
borrowing from abroad and the
printing of money at Nasik. These
modern imitators of good old
Mohammed Bin Tughlak, the
geniuswho printed leather money,
these modern Tughlaks do not
produce real money at their press.
The shadow money that they
pump into the economy are advan-
ces taken from enhanced prices

- of all articles in the Indian mar-

ket, so that the common folk who
buy what they need to carry on,
so as to keep their children alive,
pay the exact amount of the
printed money and more through
the prices they pay for everything:
and prices are minted out of
sweat and tears. Thus are our
forcign Joans to be repaid. Wish-
ful planning not based on resour-
ces and proper credit founded on
export potentiality as good busi-
nessmen would plan, but based on
mere cold war conditions—this has
led to this terrible result. The
castles in the air ridiculed in the
fables cost only a little physical
jolt or dislocation when the dream-

‘er wakes up; but the cloud castles

our Government has been dili-
gently building has cost a great
deal of debt, with consequent real
national misfortune and misery.

These castles in the air are not
even well-built shadow castles,
but are jerry-built. They are in-
deed a challenge to all of us, as
the P.M. has said. He is sure it
is going to be met by the people
of India. Yes, they will meet it
because they are helpless. They
will pay through the nose for it.
For until a man dies, there is
blood in him that can be squeezed
out directly and indirectly. It is
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not the industrialists that pay
taxes. It is the people who buy
from the industrialists who pay
both what the government takes
from the industrialists and the
businessmen, and what their greed
and their fears of disfavour and
oppression make them pay to the
political party behind the Gov-
crnment. The ultimate cashier is
the common man, who pays in
Blood and tears for all the other
people’s payments, by way of
taxes and for so-called donations
to party funds. To expect repay-
ment of foreign loans by a sup-
reme effort, at increased exports,
is like a householder hoping to
repay old family debts, when he
is unable to meet even his own
daily bills.

The challenge must be met—by
voting against a party which has
deceived and corrupted the peo-
ple, and which has forgotten its
duty to care for the welfare of
the  people, in its hunger for
perpetuating itself in power.
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SWAHKAJIA

CURRENT EVENTS : :

Mr. Kingsley Martin has been
one of India’s winter-guesls who is
keenly aware of the Prime Minis-
ter's sensitiveness over adverse
remarks about India’s planning
success; in fact, all V.I.Ps from
abroad visiting India seem briefed
to speak in praise of the sense of
giganticism magnifying his pro-
jects in the perspective of Asia,
and Mr. Nehru for his part quotes
the compliments of foreign ob-
servers in contrast with the criti-
cism of his own countrymen about
the cost of stupendous feats. It
is bad form to speak in sympathy
with the tax-payer who is bidden
to tighten his belt. In a recent re-
appraisal of India’s ‘big leap’, Mr.
Kingsley Martin asks whether
“New Delhi would not have been
wise to spend less on  public
works”, his line of reasoning being
based on the actual worth of pro-
digious performances.

The Ford Foundation reports
reveal that the gap between popu-
lation-growth  and  food-production
is rapidly increasing. The commu-
nity-projects  into which  so much
idealistic  cffort has been  poured,
have failed to give the peasants that
sense of participation in building a
riew Indin which is the only cure
for the caste-system and the tradi-
tional village stagnation. The conti-
nued dominance of Nehr’s perso-
nality disguises the political dangers;
the corruption and internal dissen-

sions  of the Congress Barty, the
threat of linguistic disintegration and
the possibilities of army-ruke and an
ultimate  communi#  inheritanee  are
all matters which Indians talk about
amongst  themselvgs,  but  about
which the West commonly maintains
a (]iS(‘l'(‘Ct Si](‘nc('.
] # 1)

As a high class moderist free
from  superstitious notions which
are supposed to distort the vision
of most of his countrymen, Mr.
Nchru  declared in his  recent
press conference that he was a
‘pagan’. Mr. Khrushchov in his
pavement speeches of last Septem-

. ber in New York taunted Presi-
dent Eisenhower abont his belicl
in God, and it wonld scem that
there is an air of high scientific
omniscience if scorn is poured on
people who retain faith in the con-
ception of a Creator and the
moral governance of the universe.

The notion that scenlarism, carried :

forward, matures in  paganism
(India is a mature country as Pan-
dit Nehru i¢Jond of saying) and cx-
alts one in contrast with ‘reaction-
aries’, is pretty jejunce. Inits carliest
use the term pertained to heliefs
in the Roman Empire  of idol-
worshippers, particularly religions
of polvtheistic tendencies.  The
Declaration of Independence in
American history has, in its Pre-
amble, the clause about the des-
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tiny of the conntry “under God’. It
is not of the cssence of superb
rationalism to speak in scorn of
godliness, and indirectly suggest
‘reactionary’ tendencies. amongst
human beings who, without sur-
render of  pure reason, refrain
from boasts of paganism. Never-
theless such alfirmations may be
impressive  amongst  juveniles in
the space-age. In true cvolution
there is no soaring merit in the
denial of what might seem primi-
tive amongst those who are con-
tent with deistic postulates, and
who feel no elation in self-worship
which is the core of paganism.
[ ] -]

In his zest to step up exports
and arrest the tide of danger, the
Prime Minister proposes that the
Union Minister of Industry should
have an independent portfolio in
care of Foreign Trade. Minister
Shah recently held a conference
of the Local Productivity Coun-
cils. (not to be confused with the
N.P.C. which is an abbreviation
for National Planning Council as
well as  National ~ Productivity
Council) told the whole lot of them
at - New Delhi  that instead of
functioning in the interests of pro-
ductivity they were active in the
interests of self-publicity, Forty-
three semi-stipendiaries were pre-
sent, and  Mr. Shah asked them
how  their reports consisted of
nothing but the pictures of office-
bearers and the speeches they
made during the previous twelve
months. Except for the office-
bearers who function at the cost
of the tax-paver, the publications
on the table could not be rated as
an edifving form of literature.
The Minister asked them to give
in future an aécount of the pro-
ductivity register through their
agencey, threatening them in the
alternative with the creation ,of ‘a
special committee’ in order to
assess feet-dragging  progress.
From the scramble of political
patronage underlying the agenda
for busy-bodies, the probability is
that the special committee would
itself place on the tahle an album
beginning with the photographs
and speeches relating to the Con-
ference of 1961.
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Far from the Prime Minister
implementing his pledge that
there shall be no extension of
Hindi in non-Hindi speaking
regions unless and until those
areas, on their own request, favour
Hindi for administration and edu-
cation, there is a tendency to-
wards covert imposition rcgard-
less of the lessons of linguistic
tension in the country. On July
27 a fiat was issued by the Home
Ministry. On the question of the
universalisation of Hindi as the
supreme language of India, the
present Home Minister is as much
adamant as his predecessors in
the Home Office from Uttar Pra-
desh, who have learnt nothing from
the frustrations and futilities of
enforcement despite that enig-
matic solution for Assam called
the Shastri Formula. These sly
decisions are not going to make
for fairness and efficiency, not to
mention the great fad of the hour,
emotional integration. Neverthe-
less, the substance of the latest
firman, departmentally contrived,
should be assessed. f All Central
Government  employees  below
the age of 45 have been asked to
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learn Hindi within the next five
vears: so that they can carry on
their work in that langnage by
the end of 19654 The Govern-
ment has take.n a scries of steps
to implement the Presidential
Order on the progressive use of
Hindi in addition to English for
official  purposes of the Union
undgr Article 343(9) of the Cons-
titution. The Government has de-
cided to permit noting on files
i Hindi as an experimental mea-
sure in selected sections of the
Sceretariat where the bulk of the
staff has a working knowledge of
Hindi. To start with, the use ot
Hindi for noting will be intro-
duced on files dealing with Hindi
correspondence. The use of Hindi
will also be permitted for noting
on files in local offices of the Cen-
tral Government located in Hindi-
speaking areas.
& -] o

These ﬁtops are designed to en-
sure that by the end ot  1961-62
all Hindi letters are replied to in
Hindi and that by the end of
1963-64 Hindi is used in addition
to English for correspondence
with States which have adopted

Now on
Sale

. 5
Hindi as their official language.
Three other decisions taken by the
Government  are: publication of
Government resolutions in Hindi
also; use of Hindi in addition to
English for headings of forms and
registers; and publication from
1962-63 of parts of the Govern-
ment of India Gazette in Hindi
also. 4 . .

This concession of five years, is
going to be another shock-absor-
ber in the process of harmony;
indeed an aggravation of ‘fissipa-
rous’ tendencies which integra-
tion specialists are expected to
nullify through miraculous means
underlying ‘plan-mindedness’.  In
nursery stories there are fables
about “Brer Rabbit” who is extra
adept amongst small animals in
protessing indifference to intri-
gues in the farm-yard. At each
pause, there is the parenthetical
remark “Brer Rabbit lay low and
said nuffin”. As Prime Minister of
India with a word to keep and
peace to maintain, he cannot
afford to play the role of Brer
Rabbit, lying low and saying
nuffin. PJ.
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MADRAS PANCHAYATS AND AUDIT
By .A. S. KUPPUSWAMI .

An audit note for 1960-61 on a
village Panchayat functioning under
Madras Act 10 of 1950 contains the
following: “324 objections involving
Rs. 14,108.55 are pending settlement
for the period from 1951-52 to 1959-60.
Some of the objections indicate defal-
cations of collections and misappropri-
ation of Panchayat funds. The exccu-
tive officers are presumably evading
settlement of objections.,” In reference
to 1960-61 the note states that “the exe-

cutive officers Sri - apart Trom in-
dulging in squandermania, have com-
pletely neglected collection work. Not a
single register was maintained properly.”
The note also contains other serious
charges. This audit note is fairly indi-
cative of the administrative level of
quite a number of village Panchayats
in the State.

Rule V of the Audit Rules under Act
X/1950 empowers an auditor to disallow
and surcharge illegal payments, and to
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charge against the person concerned the
loss to the Panchayat arising from mis-
conduct or negligence. An appeal  lies
from the auditor’'s orders to either the
Principal Civil Court or the Inspector of
Panchayats at the option of the appel-
lant. A simple order of the Minister
concerned  empowering the auditor  to
exercise  the statutory powers under
Rule V, will meet the neceds of the
sitnation.  The rule is based on the
wholesome principle of an independent
quasi-judicial audit of public accounts as
a guarantee for administrative recti-
tude and administrative justice.  The
-auditor is the watch-dog of the pub-
lic exchequer. A proper audit sccures
the Rule of Law in the sphere of public
finance. It is both a test and guarantee
for good administration. The Audit
Rules should have given the normal
andit power of disallowance and sur-
charge, cte., to all auditors, instead of
depending on individual orders of the
Government in respect of specified Pan-
chayats, The rule suffers from a basic
error in that respect. To make matters
worse the Minister has slept over his
duty under Rule V to issuc an order
empowering  the concerned auditor to
perform his legitimate audit function.
Thus the Minister is constitutionally res-
ponsible for the big loss and maladmi-
nistration of the Panchayat as disclosed
by the audit report.

The Ministry's administrative hlunder
in reference to Panchayat audit does
not stop here. The statutory Audit Rules
under the new Madras Panchayats Act
85/1938 completely ignore the whole-
some function of the auditor as alrcady -
deseribed.  There is no counterpart in
the new rules to the old Rule V men-
tioned earlier. The audit watch-dog of
the new Panchayat cxchequer cannot
bite. It cannot even bark. The new
auditor cannot even report to the Pan-
chayat the loss, waste or misapplication
of its funds or other property due to
misconduct or negligence, with the
names of the persons concerned, as the
auditors undes Rule II of the old Audit
Rules under the Act 10/50 could do.
Those who misuse Panclayat funds and
other property under the new Act 35/58
need not have any fear of the anaitor
interrupting their work.

This is a grave danger to good Pan-
chayat administration. Our infant "de-
mocracy and our new masters, who are
‘new to public administration, have to
be duly educated by the political par-
ties and all lovers of social health in
the country. The nced for an indepen-
dent quasi-judicial audit of public ac-
counts cannot be ignored except at our
peril.
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TWO EMINENT ECONOMISTS SAY
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

I wish all men, voters and
rulers and their disinterested
admirers as well as their sup-
porting licence and permit hol-
ders, pondered a little over what
Professor John Kenneth Galbraith,
U.S. Ambassador to India, re-
cently said at a meeting in Cal-
cutta. His advice and warning
should carry some weight, even
if what I have been writing and
saying so much to the displeasure
of my old comrades in the Con-
gress should come to naught. The
eminent  Ambassador  unequi-
vocally expressed his adverse
views about borrowing techno-
logy and capital from abroad and
our trying to plant in our coun-
try the Western pattern of ad-
vanced industrialisation. Surely
Prof. Galbraith is not a suborned
witness for the Swatantra Party |
Nor can his advice so seriously
tendered be brushed aside as
coming from an ill-informed or
biassed stranger.

“Borrowing is no substitute for
earning by exports,” he said.
Arithmetical budget-makers work-
ing in the secretariats eager to
help ministers with what they
like are making just this mistake
which Prof. Galbraith deprecates.
“I venture to think,” Ee said,
“that any friend of India will
view with some concern the
rather uninspiring behaviour of
Indian exports in the last five
years.” The genius of English
idiom is - under-statement. The
American Ambassador could not
properly use stronger language
than this to point out the running
error in the Plan policy.

Aid, however generous, Prof.
*Galbraith said, cannot be a sub-
stitute for the independence
and self-confidence that actual
achievement in production and
export .gives. National® advance
depends on this confidence. The
psychology produced by unend-
ingly begging for aid retards na-
tional advance.

Prof. Galbraith gointed out that
much of the technology of the

West represents an accommoda-
tion to labour shortage or other
special requirements of those
countries. Frofessor Galbraith was
clear in his opinion that these
labour-saving technologies should
ndt be taken over by countries
whose resources are too scarce to
be invested in costly equipment,
and should be saved for other
and immediately necessary pur-
poses. On the other hand, India’s
labour resource is not in deficit but
is bulging in unemployment, and
on that background labour-saving
devices have no meaning and are
harmful. Surprisingly (or perhaps
not surprisingly) the Professor
agreed with so-called old-fashion-
ed people in India, who still
insist on the use of the poten-
tinl of manual labour .so abun-
dantly available in preference
to buying modern machinery
from abroad devised to meet
labour shortage in those coun-
tries. It is principally the ex-
hibitionary complex and ambi-
tion to finish the execution of
grand schemes quickly, and se-
cure spectacular eftects, that
prompt importing of Western
labour-and-time-saving equipment
and technology, when traditional
manual labour could do the same
things, though it may take a great
deal more of time. In this, our
rulers are mnot inclined to copy
or learn from the example of
Chira. Tempted by a desire to see
things completed “in one’s own
life-time” and to have opening
ceremonies and publicity cam-
paigns, -costly technology is paid
for and the nation is made to
sign to enormous debts incurred
on that account. If we could dis-
charge the debts, that is, if we
had capacity for earning enough
by our exports to meet the obli-
gations so incurred, one could
understand the thing. But there is
neither need for such extra-
vagance nor hopes of discharging
the debts involved. And worst
result of all, our unemployment
problems are only aggravated.
Many instttutions and services

-~

Articles published in SWARAJYA,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may Dbe reproduced in
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which we seek to establish in
India in imitation of Western
countries, are “luxuries which
developing nations can ill afford”.
(I have used Prof. Galbraith’s own
words.) The eminent American
Ambassador has done valuable
service in speaking out so frankly
instead of indulging in the usual
pleasant remarks about the Gov-
ernment’s  achievement  which
foreign visitors think it is their
proper duty to make.

Another eminent statesman’s
remarks made at Istanbul in 1935
offers equally strong support to
the Swatantra Party’s position as
to the inefficiency and evil results
of government undertaking indus-
tries which private enterprise is
prepared to take up. Mr. Eugene
Black, Chairman of the World
Bank, said in the course of that
speech what needs no comment
to show its appositeness tp our
affairs:

“And even in cases where a
government may go so far as to
start "an industrial enterprise, I

* think every effort should be made

to put the venture into the hands
of private capital and private
management as quickly as pos-
sible. For rare exceptions do not
disprove the often illustrated rule
that it is not in the nature of
government to act with the flexi-
bility or the attention to business
considerations that is required of
good industrial management. And
—successful or not—so long as
the enterprise stays in govern-
ment hands, it does not stimulate
the growth of similar enterprises,
because private investors who
could finance them are not will-
ing to try to compete with gov-
ernment. The net result of these
State ventures, more often than
not, is to restrict the growth of
production—or, in other words, to
defeat the very purpose they
seek.” o



COUNTRIES WE EXPORT 10...1

Se——

U/ wll TR

.’
A

August 12, 1961

CAPITAL COMMENTS

SWARAJYA

POINTERS AND PQRTENTS
. By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: In between
the return of the President to
the Rashtrapati Bhavan and of
Metbers of Parliament to the
Capital for the monsoon session,
Delhi was deluged by the hea-
viest cloud-burst that any August
had in 72 lon% years. The city
could not simply stand it. Roads
were sunk in knee-deep water; a
few children were drowned; some
houses were brought down to
solid carth; several familics were
rendered  homeless.  Failure of
clectricity has become chronic in
the city by mnow. It was no
cheery picture for the scat of a
government,

The Union Government has,
however, got accustomed to the
groans of the people on various
counts. It would rather let them
resign themselves to a “mood of
upoculygtic fatalism”. After all,
the Planhing Commission has put
the signature to—and the scal on
—the final draft of the Third
Five Year Plan which the Prime
Minister will have (by the time
this appears in print) presented
to the Lok Sabha. What more
could be done to ensure our
future, even if the present be
bleak and trying?

° @ °

All portents indicate that a
crisis of atmosphere, if not a
crisis itself, is developing, now
that Master Tara Singh intends
to carry out his threat of a fast-
unto-death on the Punjabi Suba
issue. Nobody stems to have been
able to convince him of the un-
wisdom of his step, nor has Sar-
dgr Pratap Singh Kairon suc-
ceeded in frightening him out of
his wits by proclaiming his rea-
diness to meet the challenge. The
blanket order issued by the Pun-
jab Government, on all "“news-
papers in the State, banning pub-

[ ]
seems to be indicative more of
the panicky state of mind of the
State Government than of its
resoluteness.

Infmediately, it will have two
adverse effects on the adminis-
tration. The Kairon Government
will lose the sympathy of the
press which is jealous of its free-
dom; it will also win more
sympathgr for the Akali legder.
Surely this is not what the Pun-
jab Maxwells are aiming at, in
their zcal to suppress all news
about Master Tara Singh and the
Punjabi Suba issue.

Meanwhile, powerful media-
tors have appeared on the scene
—the PSP Leader Mr. Asoka
Mehta, the Sarvodaya leader,
Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayan and the
Maharaja of Patiala. But there
scems to be no prospect of any
settlement nor of any easing of
existing  tension, because of
Akali intransigence at one end
and of Government’s stiffness at
the other. Both sides are getting
prepared for a show-down, with

9

what consequences to normalcy
in the Punjab, no one knows.
Whether Master Tara Singh
will abandon his fast at some
stage, as a result of any gesture
from the Prime Minister which
does not secm to be likely, or will
eventually court martyrdom, there
arc bound to be, in cither case,
serious repercussions, not only on
the general clection in the State
but on its inter-communal rela-
tions for a long time. If, by
any chance or a miracle, no
need will arise for the sup-
reme sacrifice of his life by Mas-
ter Tara Singh, there will be
country-wide relief,
L -] -3

It is hardly surprising that
M.Ps. have begun to feel the
strain of political uncertainty in
view of coming elections. Not all
of them even know whether they
will be given their party tickets
and where exactly they have to
do the nursing of their electorates.

Even the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha whose seat should not be
normally contested by any orga-
nised party, according to well-
established conventions, is not
over-sanguine of being set up as a

(Continued on page 15)
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From' among the enlightened
friecnds of democracy cum free-
dom, Madras has lost. two stal-
warts. Professor T. K. Dorai-
swamy Aiyar was one of the
earliest and staunchest promoters
and advisers of the Swatantra
Party, and never missed a meet-
ing which his health could per-
mit attending, He was a great
friend of the Founder-Editor of
the Swarajva. The movement has
lost one of its ablest exponents. In
Speaker Dr. U, Krishna Rau, too,
I have lost a true and unfailing
friend. He was one of the true-
born and foremost congressman
of the Southern region, who knew
how to organize without resorting
to dubious ways, and who was
an able minister and parliamen-
tarian, whom I put in office first
in the Ministry for undivided
Madras in 1952, and who fully
justiied my choice. He proved
his worth as a Speaker, to which
great position he was unanimously
clected later. His and his good
and able father the late Dr.
U. Rama Rao’s services to the
national movement, during the
worst days of British repression,
can never be forgotten by the
people of Madras so long as his-
tory is remembered.

These recent losses seriously
affect the quality of our public
life, when democracy has begun
to forget its essential restrictive
responsibilities and to assert only
its sovereign power, straying away
from the path of rectitude in
order to generate power for cli-
ques to perpetuate themselves in
power. )

*

., Some friends and admirers of
the late Mr. Khasa Subba Rau
have instituted a Khasa Subba
Rau Memorial Award at the
Bombay College of Jousnalism,
Bombay. This Award will be
given every year to the student
standing first in the paper on
Principles of Journalism.

*

“Cold war approach must be
eschewed; people’s minds should

be directed towards co-opera-
tion,” said Pyime Minister Nehru
to an international gathering of

teachers. How many days before -

this—it was less than a week be-
fore, I believe—we saw an exhi-
largted Prime Minister looking up
as HF-24 went up from HAL at
Bangalore? One may not object to
the assembling of a light, fast-
flying supersonic or floating an air-
craft carrier bought from Britain
at an enormous cost. But why
broadcast the ‘exhilaration’ pver
it? The appeal for dropping the
cold war ‘approach’ and those
shouts of exhilaration are not in
tune with each other. They are
contradictory in our ears and
must sound funny in foreign ears.
Let us remember that Asia is not
all plain sailing for India, as
once it had been. There is a busy
fault finder on the other side of
the ceasefire line who, too, now
has the international ear, though
much to our annoyance. Let us
fight the cold war sensibly and
earnestly but without exposing
our weak and contradictory points.
Or let us not give jejune advices.
Let us wisely hol(i our tongues.

*

Before anyone condemns Mas-
ter Tara Singh’s demand for a
Punjabi-speaking State on the
ground that it would tend to dis-
integration, one should remember
that Master Tara Singh has more
than once said that he wants a
linguistic State for Punjabi, be-
cause the Congress Government
has given it to every other lin-
guistic area in India. “Scrap the
linguistic reorganisation every-
where, and I shall not ask for a
Punjabi State,” has been Tara
Singh’s insistence and challenge
all along. This becomes very rele-
vant in the serious study of the
case for national integration that
is now being proposed by the
Prime Minister.

*

At the root of the present con-
dition in India, which the Prime
Minister has been deploring, just
before the general elections, there

1

is no single factor so malignantly
potent for mischief and disinte-
gration, as this theory of linguistic
autonomy, and  administration
based on that theory. The Pun-
jabi Suba and Master Tara
Singh’s fast would at once dis-
appear from the scene if the lin-
guistic distribution of States were
seriously taken up for re-align-
ment as a first step towaeds na-
tional integration. The P. M.
would be killing two birds with

one shot.
-~
. ¢

In the ruling circles there is a
lively consciousness now of hav-
ing run the nation into debt rather
freely. And so the talk now is ‘ex-
port, export’. Export what? Export
everything; tighten your belts! So
a rhinister has been specially ear-
marked for exports. Some people
think this is some palace intrigne
for personal advancement. I do
not think so. It is a gesture to
satisfy the foreign economists who
have been getting rather blunt
these days about our borrowings
and our poor export show. But
the appointment of a full-time mi-
nister cannot produce commodi-
ties. Ministers can sermonise, regi-
ment and harass; they cannot pro-
duce. But it is a good gesture for
the time being to support a claim
that Government is doing all it can
to increase exports.

*

If the confusion and want of
political education exhibited by
%2 young doctor who came to me
to give a small donation for the
party were to be an index of the
general understanding of my
writing and talks, T must have
lost whatever clarity of expression
I possessed once. “I read all that
you say in the Swarajva. I am
convinced and alarmed at the
prospect before us, as a result of
Congress rule. But I do not see
what one should do to remedy the
situation. I am filled with fear but
do not know what to do.” Surely
my message is clear enough:
Make up your mind to cast your
vote against this regime. Do not
be misled by the false dilemma
presented by Congress propagan-
dists that if you do not vote for the
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Congress, the communists will
come in. The communists will not
come in if you give your vote for
the Swatantra Party. You can
trust the Swatantra Party to
undo all the mischief and take the
country forward and without
damage to the freedom of action
that is necessary for individual ini-
tiative and exertion. Do not be
frightened or hypnotised by money
or power, deliberately exhibited
in order to frighten you into obe-
dience. Be brave. You can and
should cast your vote as you think
it right. you should not be fright-
ened by what you think others
may do. Do not act like the weak-
willed slave of a mesmerist and
vote as you are told others may
do. The Congress is only as strong
as you make it or allow # to
become. Do not add to its
strength by your vote,
*

" Many eminent investigators of
communist policies have warned
us against the myth of communist
China being a threat to Soviet
Russia. The wishful story still
continues to deceive men. Suzan-
ne Labin has produced an Eng-
lish rendering of a French book
of interviews recorded from Chi-
nese refugees in Hong Kong,
which not only covers much
ground by way of revelation of
real conditions in China but also
points out how the communists
exploit the fabrication of a conflict
between China and Russia to gain
political advantages and increase
Western confusion. There are
more than a million refugees from
communist China in Hong Kong.
The book disproves the notion
that a visa to China or Russia is
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all that is needed to understand
what is going on there. The myth
of the great success in Ghinese
agricultural production is now in
no need of being disprovell. The
communist claim that, though the
people may suffer today, they are
at least better off than’ they were
in the past, and that future gene-
rations will be much happiey as
a result, is the prototype of the
Congress government’s claim in

India.
*

“In much of our present plan-
ning,” says Prof. Galbraith, “we
set targets for visible physical
accomplishment. This is proba-
bly the easiest and certainly the
smallest part of the task. Targets
are equally practicable for mana-
gerial performance, labour pro-
ductivity, costs and returns. It is
of the greatest importance that a
modern development plan be as
complete in respect of these goals
as any other.” This is a general
remark. But what he considers to
be of major importance to which’
he gives the name of ‘invisible
achievement is just what the gov-
ernment and scmi-governmcnt’
concerns of our ‘public sector
grievously and continuously fail
to accomplish. Again, Protcssqr
Galbraith remarks, rather causti-
cally and topically, “Cheap
bicycles are more important than
cheap automobiles. An inexpen-
sive electric lighting system for
the villages is better than a hig_h-
capacity system which calls for
equipment the people cannot
afford”. Finally the eminent Pro-
fessor said: “The distinction bet-
ween a planned and unplanned
economy has little meaning. The
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cconomy of the USA. which
believed in free cuterprise is
‘planned’ to a greater extent than
that of India which is cammitted
to a socialist pattern of socicty.”

This must be terribly unplea-
sant in the ears of the powers
that be in India. Here is an
American gadfly that occasionelly
stings usefully, while paying the
usual polite and sweet diplomatic
congratulations.

*

It is gratifying to read that
Mr. Frauk Cousins of the Trans-
port and General Workers' Union
of England is again at it, and
taking steps to push forward the
policy of unilateral action in res-
pect of climinating nuclear wea-
pons. It looked as if the British
Labour Party had lost itselt in
ambiguities, and in effect giving
up the struggle.

This movement against nuclear
weapons being based on moral
grounds cannot be given up for
any reasons based on the argu-
ment that “the other fellow has
it”. This argument leads to a vici-
ous circle that can never be cut
and to world disaster sooner or
later. The only solution for any
malady which has taken the form
of a maliguant vicious circle is
unilateral action. This is the undis-
covered lesson of all human expe-
rience. It is not a minor or an indi-
vidual welfare issue, but onc that
involves the welfare of all man-
kind and civilization; the only an-
swer to the evil that menaces civi-
lization being unilateral action.
The mounting danger that threa-
tens the world now calls for sup-
reme courage even as Hitler's
lunacy and evil power called for
supreme courage twcnty-two years
ago. Today the courage called for
is the courage for unilateral ac-
tion. I hope there are some few
in Britain and America who will
lead their respective nations to
this great form of courage which
will ds surely lead to victory in the
moral field as Churchill’s leader-
ship in war did in the defence of
liberty against Hitler. In spite of
every seeming impossibility, unila-
teral action being the only remedy,
it must be taken. There is no
greater form of courage. no great-
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er valour, no greater adventure
in the pursuit of civilization and
happiness, no nobler proof of
manliness in the face of the pre-
sent menace than to take unila-
teral action. The first step in it will
bring about moral and spiritual
results  which will convince all
doubters, and demonstrate that
what scems impossible can by sup-
reme  courage be proved to  be
utterly practical.

This is not a parochial outburst,
but only a picee of factual obser-
vation of some importance. When-
ever you move in towns and cities
in Madras and Kerala you see
women, men, donkeys and carts
carrying loads of clothes collected
for washing such as you can see
nowhere clse in India. All this is
goad for civilization as well as for
the textile trade, for much wash-
ing means more buying. The mill
textile is eroding the ground from
under the dear old handloom and
still continuing its  destructive
process, but the weaver is man-
fully defending his position. The
dhobi is his friend. for mill cloth
can never stand the continuous
washing  which  the  handloom
product  can bear and  people
know it. The cottage weaver is
here in the South able to stand
the attack of the power looms
because here men, and more par-
ticularly the women, have not
lost all taste. The government
counld casily come to his aid but it
has strangely refused to do it and
covers its partiality for the
wealthy mill-owners with a num-
ber of devices looking like aid to
the handloom, but which go
veally to benefit the master-hands
that manipulate what is called co-
operation, leaving the individual
self-dependent artisan in want
and distress and debt. The power-
fed mill cloth threatens soon to
envelop the handloom in its des-
troying flames, and those who rea-
lise the significance of the im-
mense population depending on
the handloom and only the hand-
loom, and the greater reality of
men and families relative to the
meaninglessness of mere commo-
dity, must soon accept the wise
policy put in the mouth of Hanu-
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man. Inadvertencd is unwise in
respect of a growing fire. Whether
the weaving families realise it or
not, ‘whether they vote for the
Swatantra Party or not, this party
is pledged py its fundamental
principle to support this large and
ancient popylation with an unbro-
ken record and tradition of self-
dependence and hard work, who

-areespread all over this vast con-

tinent, in towns and villages. in-
cluding Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs
and every other community,
living an honest independent lite,
putting no kind of burden or
strain on the State for carrying
on their occupation. .

*

There is a form of brinkmanship
—which is no less brinkmanship
because it is practised by so-called
neutral nations. They carry every
now and then a gesture of going
over to one side or the other, and
proceed almost up to the brink
and thereby levy terms for ‘aid’ in
alternation from hoth sides. This
is not very decent practice. It is
based on the principle of brink-
manship evolved by Dulles and
creates a chronic distrust which
hangs over to the detriment of in-
ternational goodwill.

*

While the net profits of the
Cement Industry and the Asso-
ciated Cement Companies were
going down, year after year, the
Government of India was making
high profits by State trading in
cement, said Mr. N. Dandekar,
Managing Director of the ACC
in Bombay, at the public inquiry
by the Tariff Commission into the
question of the revision of cement
prices. The Government has har-
vested a net profit of Rs. 13 crores
in less than four years.

And the Government has made
all this .in addition to taxation
without contributing in any way
to the production of cement. Let
us never forget all this profit the
ST.C. has made goes into the
price the consumer pays for an
almost essential element in the
construction of even the lower
middle class houses. State trading
began with the promise of mak-
ing things easier for the consu-

13

mers. People’s memories are ter-
ribly short and rulers of demo-
cracy can with impunity commit
greater crimes than any Maharaja
or Sultan of ancient times could.
Even public disapprobation be-
comes inarticulate, provided money
is liberally spent by the party in
power at general elections out of
tunds collected from its ‘welfare
State’ victims. And so a particular
party recruiting itself with power-
hungry men, year after year, and
generating for itself strength
from the strength of the State,
will go on reigning for ever. Wise
men who love real democracy
must say

na  vardhamaano gnirupekshitum
kshamah

It is not wise to be indifferent
about a growing fire. It will be
beyond control later on. And yet
some feed that fire with their own

C.A.

How Commonsense Succeeds

It is my firm conviction that we
shall retain a free enterprise cconomy
only for as long as the State protects
freedom. 1f, on the other hand, frec
enterprise  complains  that that would
be an unfair limitation of freedom by
the State, then I can only reply that
this is to misunderstand freedom, if in
the name of freedom and with the
dogma of freedom it is believed that
Jreedom itself can be suppressed.

As there is in the State, that is in
the political social structure, an order
based on basic constitutional law
which regulates the life of man and
his relation with others, so there is for
the economy. Here responsibilities are
clearly divided. The businessman is
responsible for his own business; there
he can rightly demand that his activi-
ties should remain free from all State
intervention, in fact. that he may en-
joy and exercise real freedom of enter-
prise and freedom of manouevre. T am
at the head of those supporting the
businessman in this demand. But the
State alone must carry responsibility
for economic policy. We know where it
leads to if these two functions are
confused.

—From  Prosperity Through Com-
petition by Ludwig Erhard ’
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SWARAJYA -

NATIONAL INTEGRATION

The following is the text of a
statement issued by the Swatantra
Party on August 1, at the con-
clusion of the two-day meet of its
Parliament  Sub-Committee  at
Madras:

“By a resolution .of its General
Coungil passed on July 30, 1960,
the Swatantra Party drew the at-
tention of the country to the fact
that the policies initiated and per-
sisted in by the Congress Party,
in the face of opposition from
outside as well as from saner ele-
ments within its own ranks, had
resulted in a parochial and disinte-
grating tendency throughout the
country, weakening the united
strength of the people. The
Swatantra Party also appealed to
the people to reinforce its efforts
in resisting this process of national
disintegration.

“The warning so given remained
unheeded by the party in power.
The incidents in Cachar, the ten-
sion between Assam and Bengal,
the recrudescence of communal-
ism, the bid for new States and
the growth of regional chauvin-
ism, all indicate that under the
present regime, and by reason of
its policies, disintegration has
been on the increase.

“It is generally forgotten, by
those in power in most of the
States, that India is a mixture of
racial, religious and linguistic
groups living in harmony and that
national solidarity requires that
the component States should do
nothing to disturb this pattern but
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should help the process of syn-
thesis.

“Linguism, to which thé Con-
gress surrendered when the lin-
guistic States were set up, was
considered a transieht and harm-
less phenomenon. However, it
has emerged as an aggregsive
weapon and protective cover for
the majority in power in a State
to place al{ the minorities in the
position of permanent aliens. Le-
gislation, executive authority and
State patronage are all brought
into play to practise discrimina-
tion against minorities, thus creat-
ing problems affecting the peace
and progress of the whole
country.

“The linguistic majorities in
the States are coming to look
upon their respective States as
their exclusive property to be de-
fended against other States, lead-
ing to mutual distrust between
State and State and State and the
Centre.

“Each State government is
trying to implement the policy of
giving even higher education in
the regional language and, in
effect, denying unwilling minori-
tics equal - opportunities. In the
result, national consciousness,
which is a product of English
education and the common strug-
gle for freedom, rendered pos-
sible on account of the leader-
ship of the English educated
minority, is fast growing dim.

“Efforts to force out English
from the higher administrative
and judicial spheres, before Hindi
is accepted as an all-India sub-
stitute, have been leading to anta-
gonism between North and South.
If this policy is persisted in, this
feeling will grow more acute and
cause further disintegration.

“Several universities in the
country are switching over from
English to the regional language
as the medium of instruction. As
a result, the psychological and
social unity of educated men and
women all over the eountry,
which has rendered Indian na-
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tionalism possible, is being under-
mined under pressure of regional
linguism working for the dubious
glory of the particular region.

“The State governments are
further developing an insular
outlook even in regard to ccono-
mic development, aiming at sclf-
sufficiency regardless oé’ natural
facilities and in complete indtffe-
rence to waste. This is paving the
way for autarchy which is likcely
to disrupt the country’s economy
as a whole.

“The time, thercfore, has come
to drive home in unmistakable
terms the truth that the adminis-
trative, educational and economic
advance of the country, whether
left to the Centre or the State, is a
national concern and that langu-
age is only one and not the sole
or the most important clement in
this context.

“Communalism is another un-
fortunate malady which has come
to the fore in recent months. The
implications of a democratic sys-
tem are that, while religious com-
munities should be free to orga-
nize themselves for social and
religious purposes, any attempt
on their part to enter the ficld of
politics  through such organisa-
tions is fraught with grave dan-
ger. All realists must sce that this
will only preclude the members
of those commumities from the
opportunity. of being absorbed
into the body politic as citizens of
a free country,

“The situation in the country as
a whole demands immediate re-
thinking on the part of everyone
who desires to arrest the process
of disintegration. The issuc of
national integration must be re-
moved from the sphere of party
politics and a national and non-
party programme for integratipn,
positive in its content, should be
devised.

“At the same time, this issue
should not be allowed to divert
the attention of the people from
vital economic and social issues
and from the immediate tz}sk of
opposing  Statism, which is the

greatest enemy of freedom.
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Pointers and Portents
(Continued from page 9)
Congress candidate, on the dis-
tinct understanding that, in case
of Congress victory at the polls,
he will be its nominee again for
the Chair. All that one knows is
that the Congress President has
asked him categorically to apply
for a seat, if he wants one, and
deposit the sum of Rs. 2,500, so
that he may take his chance, pre-
sumably just likec any other. He
has since done it. It is almost cer-
tain that, in case the Congress
‘bosses” are not thinking of him in
terms of Speakership again, Mr.
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar will be
invited to fill onc of the guberna-
torial thrones, his own mind hav-
ing been prepared for the alter-

native, *

] ° [ ]

Once again, Mr. Krishna Menon
is inevitably in the news. It
is still not certain where he will
stand or which State he will
honour by seeking representation
from it. The Bombay North sub-
urban constituency is his first
preference while unluckily he is
not its first choice. ‘The mandal
Congress committces of the con-
stituency have put Mr, Indra-
vadan Oza, a former President of
the District Congress Committee,
above Mr. Krishna Menon—and
incidentally created a problem
for the Central Election Commit-
tce which has the last word on
the subject of final selection of
candidates. Delhi cannot over-
look the stark fact that North
Bombay has preferred localism to
the high distinction of having as
its representative in the Lok
Sabha so outstanding a man as
Mr. Krishna Menon who, apart

from being in full charge of .

India’s Defence, has the ready
ear-of the Prime Minister.

The Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee is reported to have
offered the Calicut-Cannanore
constituency to Mr. Krishna
Menon: some other States may
have done likewise, for these
days, he is not without friends
among the Chief Ministers of
States. Yet, out of considerations
of prestige and pique, he may,
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with the blessings of> the High
Command, stick to the North

"Bombay constituency, in which

case he may have to reckon with
the former Union Finance Minis-
ter, Mr. Chintaman Deshmukh.
It will be, in"all probability, a
straight contest, with all the Lef-
tists, apart ffom congressmen,
backing Mr. Menon and the rest
siding, Mr. Deshmukh. If Mr.
Menon has the advantage of now
being in power, Mr. Deshmukh
has the distinction of having car-
lier resigned on the Bombay issue

15

and upheld the cause of Mahara-
shtra,

The daily paper projected by
the Congress under its President’s
inspiratioh, has alas, already
shrunk to the modest dimensions
of a weckly! Whether even that
will after all come out or recede
into the limbo of oblivion ere it
has emerged, is now the question.
There secms to be a strange fata-
lity about Mr. Sanjiva Reddy’s
proposals. When decisions pre-
cede deliberations, destiny is apt
to play its own tricks.

contributed to the first
and second five year plans
by producing its quota

of ctoth. now looks
forward to the third
five year plan dedicating

to produce more cloth
in new fashions and styles

to the millions of weavers,

Wwhen the mijllions
celebrate

the 15th independence day
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Independence weck again, Grim
irony marks a coincidence of this
year's Independence celebration
with most serious blows and fur-
ther threats to the freedom of the
citizen. Wrong policies are grow-
illg Wr()ng(‘l' ﬂnd \Vl'()ng(‘f in frﬂn-
tic self-defence. As each year’s
flag-hoistings and parades are
fanfaronaded, State-socialism and
concentration of all power in the
hands of officials, at all levels,
grow in scope and virulence,
thinning out the courage and
sense of freedom in the citizen’s
soul to vanishing point. Happv are
those builders of India’s Freedom
who have disappeared from the
terrestrial scene and do not have
to grieve.

The Third Plan has been pre-
sented to Parliament, and a fairly
full summary has been furnished
to the press. The papers carry the
warning in a headline: “Extra
taxes are inevitable”. They could
well have added another head-
line: “Controls of all kinds are in-
evitable”. The objects stated make
attractive reading but it is not
“socialism, without regimentation”,
as claimed by its sponsors. This
is an obvious impossibility, being
a oontradiction in terms.

No doubt the preface to the
770-page essay ‘bears the Nehru
imprint’. A close study will reveal
the curious fact that thefe is
nothing in the long summary to
enable one to see how the bene-
fits claimed for the socialistic
dogma are planned to be achiev-
ed. Leaving aside the rhetoric
and the vague promises of a
happy India, the hand-out deals

By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

only with how a huge amount-of
money is planned to be invested
in public enterprises, and how it
is hoped the money will be
found. An amount of Rs. 11,600
crores has to be raised. Of this
Rs. 1,200 crores will go to meet
expenditure on staff and the like,
while Rs. 200 crores will be set
aside to help selected private
enterprises. The assignment for
investment in the public sector is
Rs. 6,100 crores as against Rs. 4,100
crores envisaged for the private
sector. We shall not go into the
merits of the distribution of this
6,100 crores among the various
items of the -public sector. We
are concerned with the inevitable
taxation, and the inevitable regi-
mentation of all private enterprise
and the inevitable curbs on all
consumption goods and on all
services,. Mr. Nehru's thesis is
that the socialist pattern, which
it is his mission to impose on
India, will not involve the com-
monly conceived concommitant of
suffocating regimentation. This is
an impossible notion and, as a
promise, it is bound to turn out
to be a deception. It is as impos-
sible to have the State socialism
he has planned without suffocat-
ing regimentation as it is to spend
money without earning it. We
cannot eliminate the evils of regi-
mentation from the socialistic
pattern of Mr. Nehru, which is
State socialism.

So also is it plain that we can-
not push this Plan through, with-
out murderous taxation. This tax-
ation and its effects will defeat
the Plan itself. For there will be

S|

no adequute scope or incentive
for private enterprise which is an
integral part of the proposed
Plan.

The crying need of the hour is
reduction of taxation and greater
scope for saving and for invest-
ment, with personal responsibility
and incentive in private enter-
prise canalised, if so desired, by
the State and its assumed wisdom.
But what is being proposed is the
maintenance of the present bur-
den and addition of fresh taxes.
All savings are to be rigorously
and compulsorily mopped up to
be put in the yawning mouth of
the public sector, leaving but
little incentive and little scope for
private creative effort, and even
that little scope is to be put under
numerous curbs and restrictions
with the inevitable result of pri-
vate monopolies for a few favour-
ed persons.

e know how efficient and
frugal public management has
proved to be! There is no ground
for believing that any improve-
ment will be effected in that
direction. Thus, we may be sure
that a good percentage of the
mopped up resources will go
down the drain.

A Himalayan plan of securing
foreign aid is an integral part of
the Plan. It is admitted that
foreign assistance to the extent of
Rs. 2,200 crores is necessary to
make both ends of the Plan meet,
over and above a modestly esti-
mated deficit financing programme
of Rs. 550 crores.

The plan for repayment of this
foreign debt of Rs. 2,200 crores
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is not indicated in any manner
specifically, or even vaguely, al-
though payment of interest (it
may be assumed) will somchow
be provided for in the annual
budgets. These foreign loans can-
not hang over the nations head
without ill eflects. This single
element is enough to vitiate the
validity of the Plan, although con-
stant repetition -and familiarity
have served to reduce the un-
pleasant feeling of bankruptcy
and dependence. '

The Plan makes it explicit that
both direct and indirect taxes
must Be increased, in order to get
it through. The minimum addi-
tional taxation cnvisaged in the
Plan is Central taxation to the
extent of Rs. 1,100 crores and the
States’, Rs. 610 crores. It may be
fairly inferred that the greater
part of this additional burden
will be imposed through indirect
taxation, for it is only in that way
the Government can hope to make
a big sum. Indirect taxes impinge
on all the vast popnlation poor as
they are, but the law of multi-
Slication gives importance to in-
irect taxes on commoditics, from
the Finance Minister’s view-point.

Direct taxation reduces dispos-
able incomes and indirect taxes
reduce the quantum of goods and
services  that can  be bought
against spending. Both these, the
Plan points out, will keep con-
sumption down—which is what
the Government wants, whatever
privation and misery it may mean
to the people. e

Apart from any repayment
question, the annual balance of
payments demands an export of
Rs. 3.700 crores during the period
of the Plan or Rs. 740 crores per
year over and above the external
assistance annually relied on to
the extent of Rs. 520 crores. The
export drive calls for every kind
of curb on internal consumption,
which is sought to bhe exercised
through reducing income by
direct taxation and increasing the
cost of commodities and services
by indirect taxation. Controls and
quotas, and curbs of all kinds
must, therefore, be expected as
the inevitable consequences of the

Plan. The dependenoe on the:
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favour of officials at all levels is
insufferable even now. The third
Plan will make the positiopn much
worse. There is fair warning in
the Plan of this most demoralis-
ing development. Qorruption will
assume Visvaroopam. Difficulties
and annoyances, it may be taken
for granted, are understated in
the presentation of the Plan. But
even the understatements * are
enough to make one realise what
is in store for the people.

“Restraints on the growth of in-
ternal 'consumption are an essen-
tial condition of a successful ex-
port drive. Domestic consumption
must be held within reasonable
limits in order to increase export
surpluses.” What is a reasonable
or unreasonable limit in each case
will have to be decided by the
officials concerned and  the as-
sistance of M.L.As. and M.Ps.
will play a large part in
this assessment of reasomablencss.
Again, we are warned, “the pos-
sibilities of significant and cven
disturbing price rise  cannot he
entirelv eliminated”—a mild way
of pnt-ting the certain conseqnen-
ces of the restraints and curbs that
are, and will in increasing mea-
sure be, put in action. “In certain
sectors,” we are told, “physical
allocations and direct control may
become necessary.”

We are told there will be a
large measure of delegation of
authority and flexibility of opera-
tion in respect of the public
sector. This will be the new

“policy, in order to meet the

unanswerable charges of ineffi-
ciency in  the public sector.
It is small comfort to know
who exercises authority. In the
issue between Central and dele-
gated authority, what will cer-
tainly suffer is the sense of
answerability. State management
is bound to be marked by the
well-known features of waste and
neglect, whether the official at
the spot is allowed to do it or he
waits for orders from the Centre.
Parliamentary control will be
practically nil, and belated dis-
coveries and confessions will not
help the nation. The only solu-
tion for the problem of efficiency
is the personal interest developed
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in private enterprise and not dele-
gation of authority. Official hun-
ger for power may exhibit itself
in suggestions for a greater mea-
sure of delegated autherity. But
the result will be greater corrup-
tion and irresponsibility, and Par-
liament which is the only possible
forum for investigation will be
unable to do anything for a
varicty of obvious reasons.
Enough is said in the Plan tfor
shrewd labour leaders to expect
cutting down of wages and new
restraints on collective bargain-
ing in all public sector units.
But in that field, the Government
has a powerful opponent to cope
with, unlike in the case of the
helpless consumer and taxpayer.
It all this bootless  hurry,
impossible promises, and contra-
dictions are intended to prevent
the people from being lured into
communism, surcly it would be
more sensible and proper to ex-
posc the falsehood and the de-
ception and the inevitable evils of
communism, and educate the peo-
ple against it than to indl_llge in
p;xr:lll(-l or identical ll]‘lP()SSl'bllities
and deceptions and violations of
freedom, and in grin(ling taxation
and destruction of incentives, and
a regime that generates  wide-
spr('u(l uncertainty and  despair.
A daily paper has a leading
article,  bitterly  criticising the
Plan on its merits and its hasise
but winds up (lespairingl{, say-
ing we cannot, however, allow the
Plan to fail because all our eco-
nomy is mortgaged to it, and it
would mean a complete collapse
of the national economy if we
now allow it to prove its own in-
validity. This is the predicament

to which we _are reduced by

allowing totalitarian plans to be
made by the ruling party, cover-
ing successive long periods total-
ling 15 vears of national life ahd
to commit the people and their
economy to it. And now this Plan
explicjtly refers to a further chain
of advance commitments by
fourth and fifth plans leading up
to 1976, almost touching the
twenty-first century. These five-
year or fifteen-vear plans are by
their huge and irrecoverable com-
mitments in advance suited for
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CHALLENGING HIMSELF
By POTHAN JOSEPH

With his_genius for the drama-
tic the Prime Minister had be-
fore the opening of Parliament
on August 7, held the ceremony
of signing the finalised version of
the Third Five Ycar Plan, a
C()mpilati()n r(‘p()rtv(l to run upto
800 pages if the contents are
going to be indexed for the con-
venience  of  foreign  investors,
the public sector and the private
sector (now under the squeeze of
the State Trading Corporation),
and permit-racketeers. The fune-
tion of Pandit Nehru signing the
report  was  solemnly  photo-
graphed (and published), with
the Planning Minister Gulzarilal
Nanda at the right hand and
Finance Minister Morarji Desai,
on the left. Usually when impor-
tant signatures are affixed to
dociments, there is a clutter in the
rear comprising secretaries, deplltv
secretaries and some non-entitics,
but it was obviously decided that,
on a momentous occasion like
defining our future for the ncxt
five years, a unique departure from

WHAT IS IN STORE FOR US ... ... ...
one-party rule for all time, and
become indeed an instrument for
that very perpetuation. It is a pity
that this grave and fundamental
objection is not realised by the
people. As we have not given up
our allegiance to democracy and
representative  government, shall
we remain apathetic to a vast
commitment contrary to demo-
cracy? The plain issue is whether
the dogmatic attitude and the
plans of a single party should
over-rule democracy itself—whe-
ther the Plan should be allowed to
acquire the sacrosanct and perma-
nent: character of the Constitution
itself, thereby making it neces-
sary that all political work should
be not only within the four walls
of the Constitution but also within
the four walls of the Plan. The
only way to protest against this
dictatorship and perpetual mort-
gage is by voting against the Con-
gress Party at the general elec-
tions.

routine would be more impressive,
with personalities who count in
the Lens Light. After signing,
Pandit Nehru announced that it
was “a challenge”, a challenge
which “will be met”. Bombastus
Furiose once proclaimed a chal-
lenge in the following words after
pulling oft his hoots:
“Who dares this pair of
boots displace
Must meet Bombastus face
to face’™—
Thus do I challenge all
the human race.

Who throws the challenge?
Bombastus. Again who frames the
challenge ? Bombastus. In the
inauguration of the Third Plan
by signing it like a ritualistic ob-
servance at the week-end and in
placing it on the table in Parlia-
ment on opening day. two perso-
nalities constituting One, hit the
eve ; Mr. Nehru figures, firstly, as
the Chairman of the Planning
Commission who submits the re-
port to Pandit Nehru as Prime
Minister of India, who in the
capacity of the Leader of the
House, produces it for approval
and applause of the Lok Sabha,
which the Chief Whip is in a
position to guarantee after a few
effervescent speeches in odd cor-
ners of the House. Once the re-
solution is adopted, the whole
nation is committed to its imple-
mentation, with a flea left in the
car for any one who dare meet
the Congress Prime Minister face
to face.

The picture containing the
Omnipotent Trio might have been
drawn by a mediaeval Italian
artist. Some of the Roman pic-
tures recently clarified reveal on
the canvas faces not apparent to
the naked eye. In the classic
portrayal of Mr. Nehru, Mr. Nanda
and Morarji Bhai, there is a lot
of vacant space above, where
an artist developing the scene and
the theme could place clouds of
witnesses in the top-corners con-
sisting of Cherubim and Seraphim,
with angelic faces, blessing and
trumpeting  the. epoch-making

3
event, namely, the publication of
the Third Five Year Plan with
preparations, invisible, far in the
rear for the design of the Fourth
Five Year Plan already mounted
in a draft-frame.

The present compilation is one
of those volumes that could be
discussed without reading it, be-
cause we have had miscellaneous
segments of the Plan in the perio-
dical meetings of the National
Planning Commission, professorial
symposia, departmental seminars,
and  speculative forecasts about
resources in relation to targetry.
There is the financial target’ and
again the physical target, but ir-
respective of ascertainable means,
the authorities have clung to
various projects and dubious cli-
ches about flexibility of pro-
grammes and the pragmatic ap-
proach.

The planners” Bible, now de-
posited on the table, is said to
be free from rigidity, and fortu-
nately for us the Kennedy Admi-
nistration has deviated from the

ast when Washington used to
make foreign aid into provision
for cramped yearly budgets; but
now there is the prospect of offers
spreading for years, enabling
us as recipients to devise long-
term ventures, string-free of
course. Virtually it looks under-
writing costs without infringe-
ment of India’s sovereignty. The
Prime Minister has been so re-
sentful in the past of any sugges-
tion that Indian planning is on an
over-ambitious scale, a remark
which in the unpoetic language
of economists merely reflects
anxiety about meeting deficits
when capital is too small to cover
multiple enterprise.

Thanks to the morass of hand-
outs and multifarious literature
availahle in New Delhi on future
accomplishments, people have
become so familiarised with new
terminology that they could guess
what is on without even an ad-
vance copy of the “challenge that
must be met”. There has been
shufiles and re-shuffles of prio-
rities which make for equivocal
responsibilities as  between the
Centre and the States. In addi-

{Continued on next page)
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CURRENT EVENTS : :

If winter comes, can, spring be
far behind? If consortiums are
welcomed as the fabric of national
economy and productive enter-
prise, can condominiums be inde-
finitely stalled? In simpler lan-
guage, a consortium Ieans an
international banking or financial

combination which controls
wealth-producing  operations,
whilst  condominium  represents

joint-sovercignty over a country in
the exercisc of development. The
Anglo-French Condominium over
Egypt was devised for common
security of vested interests. Cash-

advances against the Khedive’s,

signatures on paper called for
consolidation. That is why ner-
vous creditors, not content with
anmnual dividends, drift to the pre-
caution of receivership curbing
the rake’s progress. The Grand
Moghul in India entered into
varions trading agreements with
the British, the French, the Dutch
and even the Portuguese, Dbut
rivalry among incipient rulers was
keen; wars in Europe had their
repercussions in  India  where
forcign stakes had to be protected
in divisive cnvironments, The
political sequel was the substi-

tution of the ‘Charter 6f Quecen
Elizabeth I by Queen, Victoria’s
r(’lgﬂ. -
-] -] -]

In our forced gnarches towards
the welfare State, we are getting
indebted and involved in multiple
fronts, even accommodatien from
little Denmark being ‘hailed’. The
consortium-principlc in respect of
big industries is being clamped
on the economy, though it looks
incongruous as a featurc of the
socialist pattern.  Besides  indi-
vidual credit agreements  with
foreign countries, State by State,
we have institutions and ventures
fostered by joint-management, the
consortium; but the manipulations
of communmistic aid are not pro-
ceeding hand in hand with the
operators in mutual aid pacts re-
presented by the other camp.
Professor Mahalonobis chuckles
that it would be a good thing if
well-developed  countries on tap
indulge in rivalry doing us good
and unburdening themselves of
excess-possessions for the henefit
of backward nations. Krushchov’s
challenge is: “Let us compete
and sce which system  proves
supcrior!”  But the activities of

CHALLENGING HIMSELF ... ... ... ...

tion to the sporting spirit of the
Kennedy Administration, we have
the support of Aid-Plans and
Public Law 480 which rerder
rise  in  domestic prices and
meagre advance in national sav-
ings, into a non-frightening spec-
tre. Pamphleteering is expected
to enlighten the nation as people
tighten the belt and pay up an
extra Rs. 800 crores of fresh tax-
ation to start with.

No one in India could wish for
any failure in planning calcula-
tion: but there is fear of our ex-
ceeding the limits of elasticity in
the ‘chase for glamour. The eva-
lnation made of categories like
heavy industries, development
projects, national extension blocks,
collective farming, co-operative-
progress in terms of the Ooty

seminar, ctc., etc., and also the
talk of high-power directives to
keep consortiums spinning—all
these pose difficult programmes
even for specialists. In sanguine
moods of meeting the challenge
voiced by the Prime Minister,
there should still be some limit
to self-congratulation. For ins-
tance, Shriman Naravan, a mem-
ber and bugleman of the Third
Five Year Plan, has just delivered
a lecture in New Delhi on what
he calls the educative value con-
templated by the planners, alleg-
ing that its pursuit would “sus-
tain and strengthen the moral,
ethical and spiritual values in
individual as well as public life”.
It requires an uncommonly thick
hide to be immune against sharp
criticisms of a contrary character
from experienced observers that
current activities in a permit-
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Power-bloes are hound to project
themselves politically into the fate
and future of beneficiaries and
parasites. The wars of the Car-
natic consisted of «a reflex of
European conflicts. A Berlin ex-
plosi()n may not tirn ont to be a
local disturbance. If winter comes,
can spring be far behind? Master-
minds with contrary idcolazics are
poised in the country like TLions
Rampant.  And there are  other
maranding  creatures in the old
forest which are not exactly dor-
mant. As Ambassador Galbraith
warns, borrowings are no substi-
tute for carnings.

Twice when proposals  were
made  recently  that Congress
ministrics should be enlarged, the
Prime  Minister  intervened  with
the objection that when  general
clections were roumd the corner
it would not look well if johs are
multiplicd. Mr. Bijovananda Tha,
Chief Minister of Bihar who suc-
ceeded Dr. Sinha (deceased) plea-
ded  with the High Command
for permission to inerease person-
nel in his Cabinet. but he was
over-ruled  on the  ground  of
improper timing and aggravation
of groupism. In Andhradesa there
was persistent demand for addi-
tion in the Ministry - but  Mr.

come-graft ridden regime, ungler
monopolist  party-rule, tends  to
wreek integrity in the administra-
tion. There is no place for such
sermons.

Some pions people who believe
in the literal inspiration of the
Bible are accustomed to open the
Holy Book at random and pick
up a verse as gnidance for the
day, regardléss of irrelevancy to
some imminent problem, like the
appearance of a burglarious gang
from the roof. The present Plan-
ning Commission’s Report, with
its medley of diverse notions can-
vassed and listed during the last
five’ vears (the volume is still in
stencil-form), could be opened at
any page and a passage lifted as
apt wisdom of the hour to expe-
dite the advent of the socialistic
pattern, now so tardy in the up-
take

-
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Nehru put his foot down and the
Chict  Minister, for his  part,
would not budge from his right
of sclection contested by a local
clique. While on principle propo-
sals were shelved, we bave the
astonishing spectacle of a little
drama ot deviationism in the
Prime Minister’s domestic arena
in Uttar Pradesh. The Gupta
Ministry which had also at the
start cspoused a conservative and
anti-wastc p()licy, has now sprung
a surprisc. The Lucknow corres-
pondent of The Hindustan Times
prefaces the announcement thus:
“Another group of nine—the fifth
since Chief Minister C. B. Gupta
assumed  office in December last
—was added to the Gupta Gov-
crnment today”. How it worked
out into a prodigi(ms expansion,
including patronage on the eve
of the elections, is cxplained by
the correspondent even though it
is not wholly intelligible. The
following extract from the news-
paper version may, however, be
given:

SWARAJYA

The additions are Mr. Chaturbhyy
Sharma, Mr. Jagmohan Singh Negi,
Mr. Govind Sahai, Dr. Jawaharlal
Rohatgi, *Mr. Raub> Jafri, Mr. Mal-
khan Singh, Mr. Nawal Kishore, Mr.
Bhugwat? Prasad Shukla and Mr.
Ganesh Lal Chodlhry.

Of these, Dr. Jawaharlal Rohatgi
and Mr. Rauf Jafvi, who are Deputy
Ministers in the present Government,
have been promoted  Ministers  of
State.”

All of them except Mr. Ganesh
Lal were swom in by the Governor,
Dr. B. Ramakrishna Rao, at Raj
Bhavan this  cvening.  Their  port-
folios are yet to be allocated. Mr.
Ganesh Lal was sworn in by the
Chicf Minister.

The strength of the Ministry s
now 30, as against 28 in the Sam-
purnanand Ministry. There are seven
Cabincet Ministers, 11 State Minis-
ters, nine  Deputy  Ministers, and
three Parliamentary  Sccretaries.

o

It is lcarnt that seven of the State
Ministers - will have Cabinet  rank.
They are entitled to attend Cabinet
mectings....... The seven  are: Mr.
Mangla Prasad, Mr. Muzaffar Hus-
sain, Mr. Ram Murti, Dr. Sita Ram,

5
Mr. Kailash Prakash, Mr. Algurai
Shastri and Mr. Chaturbhuj Sharma.
Asked by newsmen after  the
swearing-in ceremony i the expansion
of the Ministry was still a continuing
process, Mr. Gupta replied: “Yes™.
It was to lighten his load that he
had expanded the Ministry,
& -] o
It is a new crew signing for
the pre-election voyage, the total
strength expanding to a level ex-
ceeding 30 stipendiaries though it
is unlikely that within the brief
time before them the individuals
gazetted would be able to do
anything memorable. The fact of
the matter is that the Premier and
the High Command, in proclaim-
ing strict rules, do not feel bound
- to abide by them. Still there is no
apolegetic  vein in  proclaiming
rules which are more honoured in
the breach than in the observance.
When there is top-heaviness creat-
ed in a system, the justification
made by the ruling party is that
tho ministry has been ‘broadbased’
for safe equilibrium—which, as

Euclid said, is absurd. —P. J.
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CONSPIRACY AGAINST COMMON MAN
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

The Plan which has just been
releuse(l.()nly fills the outline of
the draft released fourteen months
carlier. It would appear to be the
strategy of the Planning Commis-
siog that no one will read the
770 pages of the Plan, so that the
headlines  published  created the
impression  that the country is
taking off to conditions of plenty
and greatness. The only possible
attack on the Plan, which Parlia-
ment will consider from the 21st of
this month, could therefore be
through exposure of the fallacies
on which it rests.

The first fallacy is that socialism
is the keynote of the Plan, when
really almost every provision is
part of a conspiracy against the
common man. The wholly wrong
idea, too readily borrowed from
the communists, is propagated
that socialism is State ownership
of the means of production. This
ownership has not increased the
quantities or reduced the prices
of what the common man con-
sumes. It may have added to the
profits of the connected class of
licensees and contractors, who are
clever enough to please the Coun-
gress and cheat the Government.

.On  their account, the mainte-

nance imports come to Rs. 740
crores, exceeding the total ot ex-
ports, even in 1954, of all the
finished articles, which almost
satiated the consumers, at prices
less than half the current ones.
On their account, an additional
taxation of Rs. 1,710 crores is to
be imposed, which will sky-
rocket the prices as the first ins-
talment in the current budget
has already shown the effect of
snch taxation. The common man
will have further to face increase
in prices, so that exports can be
created for sale at competetive
world prices from consmamption
reduced by prices deliberately
increased. In addition to this,
Rs. 550 crores will be drawn from
expansion of current revenues,
Rs. 800 crores from loans, Rs. 600
crores from small savings, Rs. 265

crores from provident funds and
Rs. 105 crores from raising the
price of steef, which will all add
to the inflation.

In return for this the common
man is expected to have 17.5
ounces of food, 17.2 yards of cloth
and some housing if he is an
unionised worker or a member
of co-operative housing society,
Fiftcen years after Planning, he
will not be much better than
fifteen years before because, in
1939, he had more food than he
could consume, 1575 yards of
mill cloth, and housing which has
not been reduced by the increase
in population. Even in this, there
are complications. The 63 percent
of the population which is en-
gaged in cultivation is the only
one subjected by the Government
to  foreign  competition.  Grain
prices, . therefore, are now dep-
ressed comparatively with the
prices of the articles which the
cultivator has to buy. The Ame-
rican supplies, which will be be-
vond the storage capacity avail-
able, may prove destructive of
grain prices, if the monsoons
continue to favour the increase of
our own production. The com-
mon man, and particularly the
cultivator, inviduously subject to
foreign  competition, will, there-
fore, be the fodder of a plan in
favour of State enterprises, and
licensed production and sale. If
this point is not established in
Parliament, our democracy will
fail because its representatives
know not—what they should—
that socialism to be meaningful is
increase in  the consumption of
the people and not increase in the
production of government.

For agriculture, irrigation and
community projects there is the
colossal provision of Rs. 1,718
crores, on a pattern which has not
changed since the First Plan and
which is admitted not to have
produced results. The increase in
production during the last three
years is a gift of the monsoons,
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because it is admitted that in the
preceding two years there was a
fall of 6 and 4 million tons, in-
spite of all that the Plans had
done till then. Community pro-
jects only employ staff which tend
to make cultivators regard their
own duty as a favour to the
government, Irriguti(m, as the
Evaluation Committee has just
pointed out, is utilised only 57
per cent of its capacity in minor
projects and to a lesser extent in
major projects. Mr. Nehru him-
self, after considering the flood
damage at Poona, declared him-
selt against dams. Ninety-five per
cent of the seed farms are work-
ing at a loss and most do not
supply the seed required. Ferti-
©
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lisers no doubt increase produc-
tion but are subject to the most
extensive black-marketing. The
productivity of our agriculture,
which the Food Minister ”himself
rated at one-fourth of compar-
able countries, requires incentives.
The incentive of price is denied
to it, first, because the middlemen
retain the increase in prices by
buying during the glut following
the harvest; second, the Govern-
ment with its procurement and
bufter-stocks, stops even compen-
sating increase in prices when
seasons reduce out-turn, and,
third, whatever the cultivator buys
is rising out of proportion in price.
The best thing the Government
can do for agriculture is to leave
it alone, so that like other enter-
prises it finds its place and price
in the new cconomy.

The industrial programme for
heavy and other industries com-
pletely ignores, first, the exist-
ing power and transport shor-
tage, second, the foreign exchange
requirement not only for the
capital goods, but the recurring
one for maintenance imports and,
third, the jigsaw that has arisen
from establishment of units with-
out assurance of both input and
output, which is leading to idle
capacities on one side and undis-
posable production, like sugar
now and steel, in the near future,
on the other. If the programme
is not still-horn, it will be a
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monster feeding on the rest of
the cconomy.

The price policy rests on the
assumption that * inflation” is in-
evitable in a developing cconomy.
Nothing can be fugther from rea-
son and fact. A developing eco-
nomy, which creatgs the goods
which people require, actually
reduces the prices and improves
variety and quality. It is only a
communist cconomy which star-
ves public demand for its own
requirement, which unfortunately
we have been following, without
being aware of it. Controls, both
fiscal and physical, are of no use
hec;ause even in our recent his-
tory, the prices only fell for two
years during the last twenty,
when controls were withdrawn.
The future is foreboding, be-
cause the greatly enlarged public
sector  will starve the private
sector which supplies the people
of their requirements. Not  only
will there be no capital for the
private sector, including agricul-
ture, but services like power and
transport will be monopolised by
government.

Much stress is laid on exports,
not only to pay for capital goods
and the loan repayments for thcm_
but for maintenance imp()rts of
industries already established. The
hope is idle that all the adminis-
trative devises contemplated will
raisc the exports in any way.
Firstly, we arc so completely
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priced out of foreign markets that
almost nothing we manufacture
can sell without subsidies for a
long time, even if its quality can
ever become  comparable  with
that of more advanced countries.
Scecondly, the idea that markets
can be Tound in Asia, Africa and
South Amecrica ignores that the
cconomy of these countries iy the
same as ours, and they have all
to sell and buy exactly what we
have. Thirdly, the Common Mar-
ket which will supersede Com-
monwealth  preferences will  in-
‘crease taxes and competion for
our exports. Fourthly, our foreign
policy has antagonised our cus-
tomary  purchasers, while the
communists, who buy very little,
try at the same time to disrupt
traditional buyers by over-bidding
with the rupee credit available
with them.

The Plan-is tendentious and
immature. It may not even serve
the purpose of eclection propa-
ganda, if the common people
realise how they are being sacri-
ficed. Much will, therefore, de-
pend on the maturity of the criti-
cism in the press and in Parlia-
ment,

SUB-PARTY FUNDS

Mr. Durga Das writes in an INFA
article

As for internal weakness of the Con-

gress Party the evil s being attacked
from two directions. The practice of in-
dividual members of the Party  having
cach a large election fund at his dis-
posal has heen found to be at the root
of groupism. Of course it is an old prac-
tice. Maulana Azad. Mr. Rafi Ahmed
Kidwai and Pandit Pant had such sepa-
rate funds for party parposes. Now it
is felt that this practice should be given
up and that all funds, by whomsoever
secured, be put in a comnion pool and
administered by a committee in every
State. Mr, Sanjiva Reddy is the pro-
tagonist of this view and he wishes to
enforee it, to hegin with in Bihar and
West Bengal,  But the evil exists in
all the “States and has to be tackled
with firmness, for quite a few vested
interests have grown round these war
chests. For instance, rival  business
houses finance chests while the money
is  used to create and sustain group
politics.
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FROM ONE FALSE STEP TO AN'O‘THER
By P. H. SESHAGIRI RAU

The Swatantra Party has been
crying itself hoarse asking the
Covernment to place before the
country its plan for the repay-
ment of the huge foreign loans,
but there has been no response
to this demand. Events, however,
show how the wind is blowing
and what the country is in for.
The Government has apparently
decided to blunder along some-
how, hoping for the best. The
sugar deal is a case in point. The
policies of the Government have
priced all our exportable com-
moditics out of the foreign mar-
ket. Ordinary trade has, therefore,
become impossible, and the coun-
try is forced to adopt the same
methods  that  totalitarian  coun-
tries do in such circumstances,
viz., trade at a loss, Fareign ex-
change has to be earned it the
present rate of imports is to con-
tinue. In addition foreign ex-
change is required for the repay-
ment of our foreign loans and
interest thereon. And this has to
be done at any price. The sugar
deal is only a beginning.

As the instalments payable be-
come heavier, more and more
commaditics will have to be
‘dumped’ on foreign markets at a
*loss to the country, and also at
the loss of the goodwill of other
countrics who are exporting the
same goods. We remember how
the whole world was cursing
Japan for having ‘dumped’ its
goods in the export market to
earn foreign exchange. As the
pressure for foreign exchange in-
creases we shall be forced to ex-
port whatever commodities are
acceptable to our creditors, and
this whether the country is sur-
plus in that commodity or not.
The price we get, under such
distress sales. will be only the
world price and not our internal
inflated price. Hitler's Germany
had to pass through this dis-
tressing experience. We are being
promised plenty in the near future
if only we will tighten our belts
now. But what will really happen
is that when the factories in which

we are investing begin to pro-
duce, the time will have arrived
to export the produce to repay
our debts! Dur creditor countries
may import from us even those
goods in which they are surplus,
if that is the only way they can
get repayment of their loans! So,
the repayment of the heavy
foreign loans will be another con-
tributing factor to shortages that
this unfortunate country will have
to face for many, many years to
come. Of course, in the wake of
shostage come high prices. It is
significant that the Third Five
Year Plan warns us that we
should be prepared for a further
increase in prices.

It is a universally accepted
economic law that control in the
pricc of even a single com-
modity will ultimately lead to
the entire economy becoming
a control economy, and even end
in complete totalitarian control of
production of all goods. This is
technically expressed as the exten-
sion of controls, both vertically
and horizontally. The Union Food
Minister observed the other day
that he had called for an increase
in the production of sugar, but it
was achieved in a manner that he
had not envisaged. He expected
an increase in *productivity ', that
is, increase in the production
per acre; instead, the farmer
diverted more acreage to sugar-
cane from rice and wheat, and so
increased production, He is repor-
ted to have added that he is con-
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sidering steps to prevent more
land being diverted from rice and
wheat to sugar-cane.

So, there you are. You inter-
fere with free market economy,
give inflated price to a particular
crop—sugar-cane in this instance
—and when the farmer tries to get
the benefit of it you have to pre-
vent him doing so. Conversely,
if you try to hold down the price
of a certain commodity, the pro-
duction of that commodity will be
abandoned.  Ironically enough
that commodity generally hap-
pens to be one that is vital to the
nation, like food-grains. So you
have to force the farmer to grow
that particular crop and to grin
and bear the sight of his neigh-
bour prospering by growing a
more paying crop. Human nature
being what it is, the farmer will
sulk ; and the next step will be to
force him under the lash. This is.
no fanciful picture but what the
logic of economics and human
-nature will drive us to if we insist
on abandoning the free market
economy and playing with con-
trolled economy.

The story of sugar has at least
these two lessons for us and is a
pointer to what we are heading in
tor. The party in power is power-
mad and refuses to see even the
writing on the wall. If the country
at least learns the lessons that this
simple case has to teach, and calls.
the government to account, it can
still save the situation. If planning
is permitted to go ahead, based on
fantastic borrowing from abroad
and controlled economy within,
the country is asking for all the
ills of a totalitarian State.
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FAIRY TALE ECONOMICS

By PHIROZE J. SHROFF

In keeping with its usual policy of
feeding the people on promises instead
of giving an authentic record of its
achievements, the Communist Party of
the U.S.SR. has published a blue-print
of its economic programme for the
coming twenty years. Though the com-
munist regime has been operating in
the U.S.S.R. for almost forty-live vears,
it has signally failed to raise the stan-
dard of living of the people. For almost
two generations there has been a chro-
nic shortuge of consumer  coods. and
even 8 buare necessaries of life in Rus-
sia, and the standard of life of the peo-
ple is about the lowest in Europe.

The  blue-print  reveals  that  the
framers  of  the plan  are  ignorant
ot the normal luws of  cconomics
and even simple principles of arith-
metic. The  plan says  that,  during
the coming twenty years, the State will
inake availuble to the people free hous-
Ing, transport, bread, gas and electricity.
It will provide a great number of free
social services. According to the plan,
various kinds of everyday services, such
as house-cleaning, will be made availa-
ble to the people without any charge.
The plan, however, omits to say who
will clean the houses of the house-
cleancrs,  Presumably, they will clean
one another’s houses in addition to tidy-
ing up the houses of the general public.
Incidentally, it seems very strange that
in a ‘classless and egalitarian’ society,
there should be a separate caste
of house-cleaners.  Cannot all house-
bolders with their families attend to the
essential  work of their own house-
Adeaning > Or, is it that the house-
cleaning scrvice by humble folks is to,
be provided for the “new class 7 of the
communist hierarchy ?

<

While claiming to give to the entire
nation of twenty crores all these free
goods and services, the Plan procceds
to say that at the same time all taxes
will be abolished, prices will be redu-
ced, wages will be raised, and working
hours will be drastically curtailed. This
seems to be strange economics and
stranger arithmetic.  If the Soviet Gov-
ernment proposes to abolish all taxes,
reduce prices, raise wages, and at the
same time reduce weekly hours of work,
from where docs it proposc to obtain the
wherewithal to pay for the goods and
services which are going to be provided
free to the entire community ? Does the
U.S.S.R. propose to exploit the captive
-nations in East Europe and drain them
of fheir goods and resources ?

1t is well known that the hkousing
situation in Russia, partieularly in larger
towns, is onc of the worst in Europe.
In Moscow the accommodation space
provided work out to 60 squarc feet an
individual. A family of four persons
cuanot sceure Turger accommodation ghan
210 sapnre feet and that, too, if it hap-
pens to he at the top ot a long list wait-
ing for shefter over its head. ¥Fven
asstiing some Juceky familios can secnre
thiv extremely Jimited  accommaodation,
they have to share bhaths and sanitary
arrangements  with other  familics
tenement houses, It is extremely doubt-
ful il Ruossia would he able to build
cnough number of tenements during the
caming twenty years to house its teem-
ing millions, a great number of whom
still live in overerowded slum conditions,
especially in industrial areas.

Russia has not vet solved the urgent
problem of clothing its millions. The
clothing of the mass of the people is
shoddy. Cloth in Russia is very expen-
sive and costs five times as much as
in India for a similar type and quality
of textile material. An ordinary  suit
costs Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 1,200, a shirt
costs about Rs. 100 and a pair of shoes
costs Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 or more. Russia
has to rely to some extent on an under-
developed  country like India to  get
cnough number of shovs. In extensive
rural areas, the Russian massey have to
go without shoes or make do with im-
provised picces of thick cloth and strings
to serve as shoes, cspecially during the
hard winter months.

The food situation in Russia is far
from satisfactory, The Russian people
live mostly on bread and some veeetable
and strips of meat or fish if and when
available.  According to a distinguished
Indian  who visited Russia recently,
vegetables are not available in Moscow
from" September to the following June
and that the price ol tomatoes, for
instance, shoots up to Rs. 15 per seer.

If this is the economic picture in
Russia after 45 years of communist rule,
the “tall talk about what she 'is ¢oing
to oo during the coming twenty vears
is just economic fairy tale intended to
fool the gullible and confuse the waver-
ing. And what has the blue-print to say
regarding food production during the
coming twenty years ? It savs that " in
order to fully satisfy the requirements
of the entire population and of the
national cconomy in agricultural pro-
duce, the task is to increasc the aggre-
gate volume of agricultural production
in ten years by about 130 per cent and
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in 20 vears by about 230 per cent.”
What more admission is needed to show
that in respect of agricultural produc-
tion, things are not satisfactory at pre-
sent in the U.S.S.R.? The figures reveal
a serious shortage on the food front. If
it is necessary to inerease agricultural
production by 130 per cent in the com-
ing ten years when the population will
increase only by 13 or 20 per cent by
then, it means that the present Soviet
acriculinral  cconomy  lags behind by
over SO per cent of the current require-
ments. T other words, the Soviet peo-
ple are half-stuved if the admissions in
the new blue-print are to he properly
interpreted.

Contrast  this  with the agricultural
production in the U.S AL where enor-
mous  production of food-grains,  dairy
produce including milke butter, cheese,
caus and meat, and unteitive foods like
frait and veretables, Tas L ontstripped
the demand, The US. AL is in the happy
position of not only mecting entively its
own regiirements but also able to sup-
ply food to muny conntries in the world.

The position of the USSR, i just
as bad in respect of its industrics as it
is in respect of its agrieulture, Accord-
ing to the blue-print 7 the  national
income of the USSR in the next ten
years  would increase nearly 130 per
cent.” Now, we have heen frequently
told that the USSR, would catch up
with the U.S.A. in point of total natio-
nal output in ten years. The present
output in the USSR, is onlv 10 per
cent of the outpnt in U.S A According
to unbiased observers, it is actually
much Jess than 40 per cent. It has also

to he remembered that o wveat part of .

this output consists of armaments and
spectacular projects,  like putting man
into space. I Russia were to utilive a
fraction of the amounts <he spends on
armaments, grandiose schemes like space
exploration and - cold war propaganda
with hundrveds  of yadio stations and
international subversion, she would sue-
ceed in raising to somce oxtent the very
poor standard of living of her own
nationals. ‘

The communists want to euslave the
world and subjugate it to their ideology
by false indoctrination and  sabversive
propazandia.  The present blue-print s
currently the biguest link in the gilded
chain of propagandist cold war. How-
ever. the communist system stands con-
demned by a serutiny of its own bluc-
print.  One wonders it the economists,
who inadvertently  permitted  tell-tale
statements about the current sorry state
of Soviet arriculture and national ont-
put, will be hauled over the coals as
sahoteurs and wreckers of the promised
Soviet Paradise.
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I have written an article on the
Third Plan which appears on the
front page. The long and the short
of it 1s that the ruling party has
decided to continue to take advan-
tage of the cold war and borrow
huge sums  from  abroad and
entrust  them to the  thriftless
management, answerable to no
one, of the publice sector, The pre-
vious course of the Plans commits
the nation to this and so it must
be continued, we are told, through
a fourth, fitth (aud probably a
sixth) Phan oo, We are given notice
of further grinding taxation, more
soaring prices, scarcity of consumer
goods, and an added dose of the
onmmipotent rule of officials in day
to dav life, The chain of Plans and
the commitments o p()]ivy consti-
tute an instrument for the perpetu-
ation of the rule of the same party.
The precarious payments i)()siti()u
abroad is saved from a breakdown
by external  assistancee  obtained
from lime to time. Eleven thou-
sand  six hundred  crores to be
got and spent is grand but inside
this fantaronade  lies  creeping
haukruptey.

*

The Congress Party has  not
added to its good record by the
(nost recent bans on information
issucd by the  Punjab Govern-
ment. Because the PAL condenns
the agitation for the extension of
the principle of the linguistic di-
vision of  States to the  Punjab
arca, although it has heen applied
to all other arcas in India, the
Kairon Government has issued a
ban prohibiting the publication in
any newspaper in' the Punjab of
any news item relating to the
Punjabi Suba demand or the fast
by Master Tara Singh. A ban on
the entry into the Punjab of any
newspaper in India, which pub-
lishes snch news, is also contem-
plated as a logical consequehee of
the ban on the Punjab newspa-
pers. All this is no doubt within
the powers given to a local gov-
erument, But laws are not intend-
ed to be used for the purpose of
suppressing  fundamental  rights

guaranteed in the Constitution, or
tor the purpose of political
tyranny. Theso infractions of law
in the highest sensc arc the logi-
cal corollaries of one-party rule.
Those who made the Constitution
in 1950 had thought Indian citi-
zens would pride themselves, say-
ing “where else shall we find such
liberty of action, thought, speech
or laws which protect us so well?”
Alas that the lamp of liberty
lighted by the Constitution in
1950 has begun to burn so dim
“that you can’t sce to read by it”.
Here in the Punjab “it flickers and
smokes very gloomily”. N

Maladies of the body politic are
not alleviated or cured by sup-
pression of the symptoms. In fact,
it makes the cure more difficult,
National integration has been de-
monstrated as an impossibility as
long as these language islands,
which have been brought  into
cxistence, are allowed to remain as
such. Let the whole scheme of
delegated authority based on the
foundation of the majority lan-
guage of the arca be scrapped, or
let the Punjabi area have its little
autonomy like other similar arcas,
and be dealt with along  with
other linguistic States, when it
should become possible to undo
the mischief.

*

I am against regional autonomy
based on majority language. Lin-
guistic demarcation is contrary to
the whole trend of modern India
where a widespread synthesis is
in operation. It is anti-progressive,
as was clearly seen by Sri Jawa-
harlal Nehru in the ‘unfortunate
case of the break-up of Hydera-
bad which he helplessly allowed
to be done against his conviction.
But it is unjust to deny the lin-
guistic demarcation in a parti-
cular case, because it would give

a slight majority to a particular
community.

*
The export of sugar has given
rise to a ‘crisis’, as it is called in
government circles. It is not a
crisis. but a shame. Our sugar
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is to be compulsorily exported,
maintaining a high internal price
in spite of surplus—and in-
spite of, be it remembered,
land going under this money crop,
which  should otherwise have
been under rice or cereals to
reduce the food deficit. This ex-
ported sugar is to be sold abroad
nccessarily at a big loss, because
there is a lot of cheaper sugar
available elsewhere, with which
we must compete, the loss being
put on the heads of sugar consu-
mers in India for a third part;
and for the rest, it is to be put
cither on the cane-growets who
will get less price to that extent,
or on the sugar manulacturers
who put it again on the consumers
or on the general tax-payer, if
finally the Government generously
gets out of the mess, agreeing to
give a ‘subsidy’. Let us never for-
get the big truth that what the
Central Government agrees to give
as a ‘grant” or a ‘subsidy’, or some
other variation of it, is in reality
an additional tax on the people.
Nothing can be got from govern-
ments (be they at the Centre or in
the States) except from what the
people pay to onc or the other.
These tempting gifts and grants
and  subsidies are all transfers
from the till into which A to Z
of all grades of tax-paycrs pay.
No grant or subsidy comes from
the skies. It all comes from the
people and lowers their ‘standard
of lif¢’.  The formulae in which
the financial operations of govern-
ments are clothed are all deceptive
sugar-coating of the bitter pill of
taxation. In the process of trans-
fer from the general tax-payer to
the subsidy-receiver, a big frac-
tion goes down the drain in admi-
nistrative charges, wastage  and
pilferage involved in all such cir-
cuits of money among a money-
hungry people.
*

The story of sugar is the story
of every export at a loss, more or
less. And this, not to speak of the
difficulty of finding a market in
advanced countries for our gene-
rally inferior articles. Imagine our
trying to scll our aircraft assem-
bled in Bangalore, or our watches
assembled in Bangalore or else.
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where. It would be a grand
achievement to sell a Vizag made
ship to the British or the Ame-
ricans.

The world is one and we
should  submit to a division
of labour and skill, based
on loug experience and patient
practice, and available nearby re-
sources. If we try to disregard the
law of division of labour in a uni-
tary world, in our ambition to do
everything that everybody docs,
and call prudence by the name ot
reactionary  backwardness, we
arrive at taxation and yet heavier
taxdation and a lowering of stand-
ards of life,

*

We  have an  aircraft carrier
bought out of the British dump,
after cutting down our sterling
balances by a substantial amount
to pay for it and for its
reconditioning.  God  knows or
rather Lord Mountbatten knows
to what use we will put it beyond
parade. And now we are plann-
ing to have atomic reactors what-
ever be the expeuse, for that is
the latest fashion in industrial ad-
vance, and we have a few persons
who have specialised in that
branch of physics who can be
illustriously engaged in that ex-
pensive line of civilization. It were
cheaper to export these experts
to foreign countries which can
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afford the ludury of atomic reac-
tors and employ them.

L3 .

Major  Gherman SteFanovich
Titov spent 23 hours circlihg in a
spaceship round the earth at a
height of 165 miles from the earth’s
surface. It is a greal achievement
and the efforts n% other technically
advanced nations in this field have
come nowhere near this Russian
achievement. If this race in tech-
nical advance were to replace the
race in the invention am.r produc-
tion of destructive weapons which
are a menace to human life and
civilization, it would not only be
‘extiting and exhilarating’  but
most  welcome,  Unfortunately,
these victories in the field of phy-
sical science and technology are
closely and inevitably attached to
destructive military thinking and
doing, and it is an alarming exhi-
bition of prowess and invention
and far from exhilarating.

As for a sense of proportion, it
is true 165 miles above the earth’s
surface is a great deal and a rate
of 290 miles per minute is enor-
mous. Of course at 165 miles
above one can sce more of the
terrestrial sphere than at 30,000 ft.
in a plane. But this verification
is not much of a gain. The real
resulting  fact is military  fright
among  nations already nervous
to breaking point.

INDIVIDUAL OR COLLECTIVE?

The extraordinary increase in Japan's rice output—nated iu the
F. A. O. “Commodity Review 2provides a  canspicuous  demonstra-
tion of the superiovity of an agricultural system hased on private
ownership over the collectivized  systems of communist countries,

Ten years ago Japan was a heavy importer of rice, and  Jupan's
forcign-exchange expenditures on food were a major factor in a chronic
foreign-trade deficit. Today Japan's rice production exceeds her needs,
and in fact disposal of the surplus has become a problem. By contrast,
lagging grain production is a perennial problem in the conmunist bloc.
This year the shortage of cereals is notably severe, particularly in
communist China and East Gernnany.

Taiwan is another Asian area that reinforces the lesson of Japan.
There, following a land-reform programme, similar to that carried out
in Japan and State  sponsorship of improved methods of cultivation,
per-acre yields parallcling Japans have been achieved. A surplus is
available for export despite a sharp annual increase in population.

Methods used in one country are not always suited to adoption
in detail in another. But underdeveloped countries would do well to
look to Japan, Taiwan and successful Western farm practices rather
than to the collectivized comimunist systems for which some show
an affinity. — The New York Times (editorial page of July 30, 1961).

L]

August 19, 1961

If we remember the distance of
the stars and the nebulae, which
light takes millions of years to
cross, this conquest of a height
of 165 miles is infinjtesimally
little and we may  still retain
our humility. At the other end
of the mystery of the universe
is the atom which has been
sought to be split up into itseulti-
mate parts. The th('st winner
of the Nobel Prize for Physics,
Dr. Glaser, has announced his con-
fession that scientists have found
to their dismay that all their work
in this direction only helps deep-
en the mystery of nature.

*

The South African Nationalist
Party has admitted that Indians
in South Africa have become a
“permanent  part of the popula-
tion,"to use the language u} the
minister who spoke on behalf of
the Government of South Africa.
The idea of repatriation to India
has been ulmngon(‘d. It is time
this frank admission is taken as a
lesson by Sinhalese chauvinists in
Ceylon, ‘wha have been responsi-
ble for terrible uncertainty  and
avoidable misery for the large
population of Indians in  Ceylon
who have settled down there
exactly as the Indians of South
Africa have done. Those who were
instruments  in the development
and  progress of the island  and
who choose to remain as permas
nent citizens, should be permitted
to do so in peace if not %mnuurvd
and treated with becoming grati-
tiude.  True the South  African
white people have a plan of apar-
theid about the citizens of Indian
origin in South Africa. But that
is based on the notion that the
Tudian immigrants are not civiliz-
ed enough and should not  mix
with the white immigrants, either
by reason of colour or manners,
or both, But in the case of Indiahs
in Ceylon there is no difierence
in  colour or manners or racial
origing and in that respect South
Africa need not be copied by the
majority party in Cv)'\un. Whe-
ther a citizen really intends to be
a Ceylon citizen should be decided
by him, and should not be treated
as doubtful fact to be adjudicate!
on by an adverse tribunal. This 18
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obvious justice but often  even
obvious  justice  gets  clonded
throngh passion and prejudice.

*

»'”w Attorney-General of Tudia
after his recent visit to Moscow
had some pleasant things to say
about  the  commmist regime’s
judicial system, in particular the
institution of an executive officer
to look into cases of gross injustice
and unfair treatment,  There are
similar officers in some Scandina-
vian countries and a plea was once
put forward in the Swarajya for
appointing  such  an  officer  in
India also where exeentive unfair-
ness and misconduct go very often
withont judicial remedies.” In a
regime where the party plays a
very dominant part it is necessary
to have such an officer to moderate
injustices.

As against the  pictare given
by the  Attornev-General,  we
have an interesting Reuter's report
that Jndue Horst Hatzar of the
Fast German Supreme Court has
just led to the West with nine
members of his family and said
that in East Germany “the admini-
stration of Law has sunk to such a
level that one is ashamed to be a
I;l\\‘)'('l'."

The Attorney-General seemed to
appreciate the part that popular
courts plav in Russia. The ten-
dency of enlightened opinion in
India is to abolish even the jury
andd the assessor institutions and
this leaning s based on much
experience. - We have to remind
ourselves of the two classic cases
of  Jjustice”  meted by the
crowd to Socrates and to Jesus
ot Nazarcth. People’s courts are
mmsafe  trustees of  the rule of
law which requires passion to be
reduced to the minimum.

*

It is hard to remove a fallacy
which has spread wide and stuck
deep root. But like determined
hushandmen who resolve to clear
their fields of prickly pear, we
must climinate  what we have
found to be a fallacy.

A basic virtue does not become
a vice it political ambition finds it
to be an impediment in its way,
Love of family and love of the
larger but intimate circle to which
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you belong by birth and marriage
are not vices, but are,pruisewortﬂy
uttitu(‘lvs of lite, which have sur-
vival "value in the evolutionary
struggle. That attachment to one’s
family is not to be condemned or
ignored is easily admitted. But
attachment to the next concentric
circle has come to bhe treated as
unpatriotic. Instead of recognizing
such attachments as an inevitable
fact and building on them for the
time being, until such attach-
ments are dissolved by the march
of culture and time, we have
been taught to ignore them and
proceed as if they did not exist,
thus generating widespread hypo-
crisy and unreality. Love of
one’s community is a virtue apd
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not a vice. It is a brick which
can help us to build. It is a fact
as true as the earth we stand
upon, and it is futile to ignore it
and bnild on somcthing that is
not true and does not exist.

There was more wisdom in the
British regime which formerly
organized the army regiments on
communal esprit de corps—on the
factual basis of communities,
Sikhs, Jats, Rajputs, Marathas,
etc., than in our premature and
fallacious notion that we have
abolished communal feeling and
can build, ignoring it.
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ANTICIPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES

By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: One more
Independence Day has come and
gone. At the end of 14 years of In-
dependence, the country is faced
with problems, some of which
should never have arisen  since
Sardar Patcl passed into history
as the grand consolidator of India.
If today our fears outweigh
our hopes, we should ask our-
selves where and how things have
gone wrong,

That on the eve of the fiftcenth

Independence  Day, chief  minis-
ters of States should have been
frantically summoned to the capi-
tal to evolve formulac for the
emotional integration of the peo-
ple, and devise measures  for
fighting individuals and groups
advocating and propagating seces-
sion of parts of India from the
Union, is enough evidence of the
rot that has set in, despite
the uninterrupted rule of the
country by a party which was
once so much under the sway of
the Mahatma’s moral idealism and
which is yet led by a man not
individually unequal to the call
of the times. But, alas, Mr. Nehru
for all his greatness, has allowed
himself to be so much carried
away by his ideological fervour
that he has let things drift—and
men drift away, so long as one Plan
follows another and the country
remains maligned in the sphere
of power politics.
. Neither loss of territory, nor
loss of prestige seemed to make
any big difference in his perspec-
tive which is so much coloured
by his vision of socialism. He
believes that the successful im-
plementation of the Third Plan
will usher in the millennium. He
believes that unto this end the
Congress should continue to be in
power, whatever be its lapses and
limitations. He also Dbelieves that
everything is wrong with every
other party and that the Congress
alone can lead the country to
prosperity.

Tc what extent actualities
warrant his conclusions is a diffe-

LY

rent story. Nobody s'ays that he .

merely revels in fancy,, But he is
not incapable of amazing self-
deception, at least sometimes. Let
us, tor example, turn to the stary
in Uttar Pradesh. Only recently
he expressed the satistaction that
the Congress in U.P. had shown
signs of improvement under the
stewardship of its new President,
Mr. A. P. Jain. Within a couple
of days of his sanguine assessment
of the position in his home State,
there were reports in the press of
‘denunciatory speeches’ by the so-
called “dissidents against the rul-
ing faction’, of ‘increasing faction-
alism at the lower levels” and of
some ‘strategy’ plunned by ex-
ministerialists for cxecution w}u-n
Mr. C. B. Gupta will have to face
a censure motion. All this only
shows that  Mr. Nehru's carnest
and cloquent uppculs to hi:i men
to “pull together and work in co-
hesion and unity” have but fallen
on deaf ears.

This is no new phase in recent
Congress history. Only expericnce
seems to have taught Congress
leaders little, Here is Mr, Nehru’s
recipe for Congress success at the
polls:

They should select those who were

most suitable and those wha observed
fully the principles of the organiza-
tion. They should also create an
atmosphere where the people recog-
nised that the Congress had selected
competent  persons.
One would feel amused at Mr.
Nehrus pious hope that this
would ever be done, when candi-
dates are presumably being cho-
sen because of their allegiance to
this group or that rather than out
of any other consideration.

Unfortunately, his own handl-
ing of affairs where his is the last
word has not been above criti-
cism. It is at his own bidding that
the Congress Parliamentary Part
has denigrated, if not debunked,
deputy leadership. Where one man
after another who conld function
as sccond in command, had till
recently given that office no small
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prestige, there will now he two
dummics.  This is rank injustice
to the aspirants to the place as
well as to the party.  But Mr.
Nehru has willed it so—and it i
the end of the matter. Ot course,
he has, as a good democerat, left it
to the party to tuke or reject his
advice,

It is the Congress Parliament-
ary Party that has so amcaded its
constitution as to let in two depu-
tics in the place of one and leave
them as wmere bhony  wonders',
Whether this was hecanse of M.
Nehru's  horror of o fierce  duel
between two senior colleagues or
becanse of his instinctive antipathy
to the one who was once being
built up as his successor, My,
Nehra, as  The Timeys of India
editorially observed,  “seems o
have failed the conntry and even
his party”.  But we will be tol(d
that it is no business of ours
make any fuss over a purely iuter-
nal arrangement or adjustment,

The Congress President, who
shares his leader’s Taith in the des-
tiny of the Congress, has again hit

— =
NANUANGUD oorn-pow,,ﬂ

TO HIE VENT § ARLY ONEY

el S e A2 2

WPOR HAIR PROTECTION

NITED CONCE .
g ga.uuuotneov., A9 QJ

One stockist recognised for a town

TASTE
I, SRl GNESHRAN'S

SAMBAR

NP K RASAM
4
%”‘Ts-mo"'\ﬁ (2 Separate Powders)

MADRAS CURRY-POWDER
( Garram Masala)

PICKLESo PAPPADS 0APPALAMS

Prepared by:

Ms. RS N IVER & R S 6. IVER

-~ Preprictors of : ZII T2

SRI GANESHRAM & CO., MADRAS-1

Await our CHAKRAM BRAND PICKLES
Prepared to Suit Wustern Taste

August 19, 1961

the  headlines recently by one
more of his fantastic statements.
He said that it any other party
accepled the Congress policy and
undertook to - follow —its pro-
gramme, the Congress would be
prepared to give up oflice and

' SWARAJYA

power in its favour. The state-
ment does not make any sense, He
should, however, know how
others are impressed. “Mr. Red-
dy’s offer”, says The Tribune, “is
either altogether fatuous or it has
been made by him with the ton-

>
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gue in his cheek.” There is some-
thing more for him: “Mr. Sanjiva
Reddy holds a most  important
office, but it appears that he is not
above employing stock devices
known to politicians to win cheap
popularity.”

—_—_—

*...YOU'RE WRONG,' says Mrs. R. R. Prabhu, D/8, Union smelasmmmmms
House, Mahim, Borbay 16. ‘And when it comes to clothes. .,

‘Now I wash all his clothes with SUNLIGHT—and he's happy!
$6 am I: suNLIGHT lathers wonderfully, makes my work so light!
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¢leap! Nothing but SUNLIGHT for me!®

Housewives find there’s
nothing like pure, mild
SUNLIGHT 1o care forclothes.

So will you.
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BOOK REVIEW

SWARAJYA

A TRUE DISCIPLE

THE SPIRIT’S PILGRIMAGE
Mira Behn. Orient Longmans,
338 pp. Rs. 15.

This is the autobiography of Made-
leine Slade who, in response to a call
which she felt implicit in a casual con-
versation with the late Romain Rolland,
became Gandhiji's devoted disciple. The
younger daughter of an English Admiral.
Admiral Slade, who was at one time
commander-in-chief of the East India
station, Madeleine early showed pro-
mise of a réfreshing freedom from atta-
chment to the things which members of
her social class cherished. She was, even
while a mere girl, far from interested
in socicty life with its dinner parties
and balls and the like, while her sister
Rhona {(who married an LC.S. officer
who served for years in Madras) loved
them. She did not care for jewellery
either. Her solitary moment of regret at
not having cared for jewcllery was when
she found that what she had of it was
far too little to fetch the money she
would have liked to send to Gandhiii.
She had with her but a diamond brooch
given her by her grandfather on her
twenty-first birthday. She sold it and
sent the proceeds, £20, to Gandhiji
" by cheque, as a thanksgiving offering on
the successful completion of Gandhiji’s
twenty-one day Hindu-Muslim unity fast
at Delhi in the early twenties of this
century.

It was an ardent interest in music and
particularly in Beethoven that took her
to Romain Rolland who then had in the
press a book on Gandhiji, who. he told
her, was another Christ.  That meeting
confirmed her intuition that there was

something which she would have to

reach. The call became explicit and ab-
solute when she had read Romain Rol-
land’s book. She was to go to Mahatma
Gandhi, who served the cause of oppress-
ed India through fearless truth and non-
vio'lence, a cause which, though focussed
in India, was for the whole of humanity.
That was the beginning of a twenty-
three year long dedication to Gandhiji
the man and the cause. The story of
her adaptation of herself to ashram life
at Sabarmati is told with an engaging
and unaffected candour. She says: “Be-
_cause of my devotion to Bapu, I disci-
plined myself so completely that I actu-
ally believed that 1 liked it.” There was
indeed much that hurt her and pained
“her, much that caused her days of an-
guish but there was no hint of remorsc,
and none of frustration. The personality

« “

culty that almost incvitably arosc from
the nature of her own carly upbfinging
and the rigour of the roltine that Gan-
dhiji had imposed on the inmates of the
ashram. There is in thes: accounts of
Gandhiji's life in the ashram, of his
visit to London for the Round Table
Conference, of his views on non-violemee
and a variety of other matters, no trace
of sentimentality, no attitudinising, no
affectation. The narrative is marked by
a resolute simplicity and restraint such
as characterized the Mahatma’s own re-
action to matters great and small. and
which were expressive in him of an inner
harmgny that was in its measure, as ub-
solute as any that the greatest saints of
all time have achieved.

The cpisodes in the struggle for tree-
dom which Mira Belin deals with give
us a measure of the tremendous, the
awe-inspiring magnitude of the burden
that Gandhiji carried. That struggle was,
for all its apparently mass character, an
almost exclusively onc-man affair.  The
spiritual force which sustained the strug-
gle then came from  Gandhiji  and
Gandhiji alone, and alas, it seems now to
have quite  spent  itself  out,  after
Freedom has been won and its architect
is no more. We can sense something of
the gulf that separated Gandhiji and his
older licutenants, Vallabhbhai, Rajaji and
Rajendra Prasad from Jawaharlal Nebru
and the younger leftists who now are
reaping the harvest of the victories that
Gandhiji won and who seem to have con-
verted the whole structure and policy of
Government in the country into a mas-
sive repudiation of the Mahatma and
his idecals. Tlerein is also conveyed, o
sense of the grievous failure of Gandhi-
ji's message to hold even some of his
closest associates in the Freedom strog-
¢le. Truth and non-violence have, alas,
Leen given the go-by. Little remains of
all that Gandhiji strove so strenuously to
put into the building up of free India’s
national life. The spinning-wheel which
Gandhiji had put on the flag of the
nation when it struggled for its free-
dom was pushed ont, let us remember,
long before the particular  mis-
guided assasin  fired bullets into
Gandhiji’'s  body.

Though primarily concerned with
telling the story of her own pilgrimage
of the spirit, Mira Behn has given us
in this book a richly satisfying testimony
to the sp'endid agonies and strivings of
one of the few Indians of India’s age-
long history, of whom it could be said
that they were authentic voices from

of Gandhiji resolved for her every difli- the very depths of India’s soul.  S.R.
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Articles published in SwanajYa,
unless specifically marked copy-
right, may be reproduced in
journals, in whole or in part,
with or without acknowledgment.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
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 SWARAJYA

A MISPLACED CRITICISM

Sir,—In the lctter published in Swa-
RAJYA Of July 29, Shri Rusi Dharuwala
complains  how the Government of
India is itself responsible for criminal
waste of foreign exchange, which the
country could hardly afford, by sending
to foreign countries various profitless
delegations, mentioning among them the
cultural delegation also.

I am afraid the criticism has been
misdirected  in so far as the cultural
delegation is concerned. 1 think that
cultural delegations, at any rate, if the
personnel is properly sclected solely on
their  being  true  representatives  of
Indian culture and traditions, with a
broad outlook, there is not the least
doubt that they would help to further
better understanding and appreciation
between India and the foreign coun-
trics they visit, and result in inter-
change  of thought and outlook to
mutual advantage.

Far from stinting money for such
cultural delegations, the Government
of India should provide the necessary
foreign exchange (and every kind of
assistance) for the next Congress for
Cultivating Human Spirit which is
periadically held in Tokyo and is spon-
sored by the International Foundation
for Cultural Harmony.

If there has been “criminal waste of
foreign exchange”, the charge must be
laid squarely on the present Govern-
ment of India, whose economic  and
other policies have brought the coun-
try to the verge of bankruptey, though
all the while vaunting itself with ‘big
achievements’. If we are faced with a
moral crisis and spiritual degeneration,
it is the ruling party that must be
held responsible. 1t is high time the
public woke up and realising where
the country is being led, turn out the
party in power at the next general
elections,

Bombay PreM NATH
REMEDY FOR LINGQUISTIC
FANATICISM

Sir,—Regarding the very valuable
suggestions of Sri A. V. Subramania
Aiyar in his article on  “Language
Problem of the States” (published in
Swarajva of July 8) many of us must
agree with the sound principle that the
States should declare more than one
local language as official, in consideration
of the interests of linguistic minorities,
But it is impracticable to implement
the suggestion.

Instead of declaring more than one
different set of vernacular languages as

official languages in the various States,
it  would be quite proper and quite
feasible to have English continue as the
official language in all the States as well
as for the Union administration. The
suggestion about ‘the handiest medium’
must receive the attention of the autho-
rities s “the craze about linguismm can
be superseded by the preservation of
English...”. It is the intoxication of lin-
guism in India that really needs a prohi-
bition policy, to be directed against
linguistic  fanaticism,  very urgently
and effectively, in the interests of na-
tional integration,

Not only for inter-State communi-
cations. but within the States as well,
the ‘handiest medium’  (English)
should be adopted as the official lan-
guage. The local dialects or languages
may as well be used as before, with
this difference, of course, that the user
is no longer the slave he was, but the
master of all the lunguages he chooses
to use as and when necessary for his
purposes—secular, cultural or spiritual.
We do not stand to gain in stature ex-
cept in quarrelsome confusion and we
do not lose in prestige except in our
¢ priori imagination of inferiority com-
plex, by eschewing the English langu-
age from official recognition, whether
at the Centre or at the State level. Even
if more than hundred years of slavery
and  dependence  preceded  the  last
“fourtcen years in the wilderness” for
us, we must now be shaking off all
feelings of inferiority complex and false
prestige, by continuing English as our
official language.

Srikakulam SUNDARNARAYAN PATNAIK

PERMITS FOR CEMENT

Under the above caption the following
letter by Mr. T. S. Jayaraman of Villivak-
kam (a suburb of Madras) has appeared
in The Hindu (p. 4, col. 5, 11th August
issue), which throws light on the
hardships to which people are put,
on account of the permit system for
cement:

The Government have introduced
the permit system for cement and the
authorities vested are the Tahsildar
and the District Collector. The Tah-
sildar wants (1) an approved plan, (2)
a certificate from a qualified engineer
for the requirement of cement to the
proposed construction, and (3) Village
Munsiff’s certificate for the ownership.
Plans are not usually drawn and cons-
tructed in villages where the Town
Planning Act is not in force. An ins-
tance was reported to me that a qua-

\
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SwaRajya welcomes commenrts
and criticisms by readers on
matters of general public interest.
In view of the size of the journal,
however, letters should not exceed
300 words. —Editor

lificd engineer wants Rs. 25 to issue a
certificate, the victim in this case being
a Village Munsiff himself, What would
be the plight of the poor public if the
authorities  insist on such certificates
which can be got only on payment of

large sums?
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THE COMMON SCRIPT PLAN ’__z_______,

It is unfortunate that the lesson
has not yet been learnt by those
whose thinking has been atro-
phied by political and execu-
tive power—that where emo-
tions are touched and the co-
operation of differing minds arc
required, compulsion has the cffect
contrary to what is desired. The
adumbrated plan of the Congress
bosses, who met recently to devise
ways of bringing about integra-
tion, that the people of India may
be asked to use Devanagari script
even for their own regional langu-
ages and that every boy and girl,
besides being grounded in his or
her mother-tongue and English,
must be compelled to learn two
other Indian languages, onc of
which must be Hindi, is a project
that is neither practicable nor
likely to induce goodwill or unity
but is certain to create hostile pas-
sions and misunderstanding. T
shall not speak of Bengal or
Assam or Orissa, I should
give expression to what I am
certain will be the reactions in
the South, about which I am rela-
tively better qualified to speak.
The proposals will évoke the
uttermost anger in all circles, in-
cluding those who are deeply
sensible of the nced for national
integration and unity of all India,
and are as interested in the cul-
ture of our.land as any pattiot in
the North pledged to lovally sup-
porting the fancies. and projects
of the ruling -party,

The talk of making Devana-
gari a common script for all the
languages scheduled in the Cons-
titution is extremely foolish. Let

By C. RAJACOPALACHARI

me not presume to (‘nquire whe-
ther the Bengalis or the Assamese,
or the people of Orissa or Andhra
or Karnataka will agree to write in
Nagari for the benefit of their res-
pective people. So far as Tamil is
concerned, this is an  impossible
idea. It is as impracticable as the
other project of romanization, to
which westerners would be inclin-
ed to give support for just the same
reasons as make the Hindi peo-
ple favour a plan of nagarization.
As for promoting good feelings,
this project is about the worst that
can be adumbrated for the inte-
gration of minds. It will rouse bit-
ter animosity. I cannot be less
frank in my expression if 1 wish
to give honest advice.

Nagari was not the script
even for Sanskrit in all parts
of India, where it came in times
immemorial as a language without
a script. Sanskrit was written in
the Bengali, the Telugu, the Tamil
Grantham and Malayalam alpha-
bets in the respective regions.
The notion that it came with the
Nagari script is utterly wrong. It
is the modern universities and the
Bombav publishers who helped
to make Nagari universal for
Sanskrit.

Tamil has a literature as old as,
and as admired and loved by
Tamil people, as Sanskrit itself.
It has served the cause of culture
and religion in the South in equal
measure with Sanskrit, The Tamil
people will never accept the
Nagari script for their language,
whatever advantage drawing-
room planners-may see in it. The
classics of Tamil cannot be re-
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written in Nagari without damage
to their beauty and their appeal.
Any attempt to put the Nagari
script idea into practice will cause
a greater rift and disintegration
than anything else that could be
conceived of by hasty non-Tamili-
ans in their patriotic zeal.

The English people have not
accepted  the rationalization of
English spelling, in spite of most
eminent advocacy. There is some-
thing that cannot be overlooked—
what may be called the commit-
ment of mass literature and the
continuity of education from gene-
ration to  generation.  Script
change is obviously harder than
change of spelling. I cannot ima-
gine that any modern Tamil wri-
ter’s brain will work if he begins
to write in Nagari.

National integration is some-:
thing to be achieved in the mind;
by infectious goodwill, and not:
by the imposition of a common!
dress or a common script or a com-,
mon beard or a common langu-/
age, or by any other device relat-
ing to externals, Effects should
not be mistaken for causes. The,
mind is the seat of union or dis-:
union, and it cannot be reached:
except by continued generosity,
kindliness and trust. Shortcuts,
make matters worse and make a’
long way longer still, )

There is also a proposal regard-
ing secondary education, to make
every one compulsorily learn two
modern Indian l’anguages, besides
the mother-tongué” and English,
and that one of these ‘two addi-
tional languages should be Hindi.
It is an ingenious attempt to dis-
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tribute trouble in an even way,
so as to create an impression of
impartiality. Apart from how far
anyone will succeed in compelling
all Hindi-speaking children to learn
a South Indian language, this pro-
Le::t would hurt the claims of Sans-

it, the study of which is so es-
sential as a moral and cultural
integrator in addition to English.
If any formula regarding two
additional languages should be
thought of, it would be best to
grovide that one of them should

e Sanskrit or Hindi. After all
Hind: is only Sanskrit ‘corrupted’.
This should fairly meet all require-
ments and assist the march to
integration and progress.

It is a pity that, in the delibe-
rations of the Congress bosses
over such matters, the Tamil Con-
gress leaders do not play their
part effectively. I know that their
views do not in the least differ
from what I have expressed here,
but they seem somchow to
be overawed or bamboozled
by phrases such as ‘ultimate-
ly’, "mot now’, ‘gradually’, and
so on. The responsibilities of re-
gional representation get affected
by the disproportionate pressure
of a single party mentality. I do
not wish to put it at worse than
that. A little more courage on the
part of the Madras ministers would
help wisdom as well as the cause
of integration.
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FRANKENSTEINS IN PLANNING
By ]. M. LOBO PRABHU

Frankenstein was a mechanical
monster which took life and des-
troyed not ouly its creator but
many others. The question for
careful consideration is whether
our Plans contain ingredients
which will destroy not only %the
Congress Party but the people.
Inspite of its 774-page report, the
Third Plan is completely deficient
in examining the results of the first
two Plans. It may be expedient
politically to maintain an impres-
sion that no mistakes have been
committed, but it is economically
irexorable that the process of
trial and crror is recognised. If
not, mistakes will assume the pro-
portions of disasters, which will
also be felt politically.

In the agricultural plan, there
are many ingredients of disaster,
Through the policy of land re-
forms, the predatory spirit has
begun to replace the productive
one. Class hatred has been spark-
ed not only hetween landlords
and tenants but between tenants
and labourers, becanse the sense
of property has been  destroved.
Secondly, the atomisation of agri-
culture, under a maximum income
of Rs. 3,600 annually, has per-
petuated the economics of poverty
for 82 per cent of the pnpuiutinii
living in villages. Thirdly, lavish
expenditure  through Co-opera-
tion and C()mmunity Dv\'vi()pm(‘nt
has created oxpcctntions contrury
to the spirit of self-help, on one
hand, and the sense of mistrust in
improvements  because  of  their
general failure, on the other. The
confusion of values has just been
completed by the introduction of
Panchayat raj which has given
power to the greed, communalisin
and political ambitions of the se-
lected few. History may record
that, among the greatest crimes of
the Congress Government, was its
discrimination against the villages.

The expenditure on irrigation
in the first two Plans was Rs. 1,400
crores to  which the Third Plan
will add Rs, 650 crores. Against
the increase of 38 million acres

expected from the first two Plans
up to 1958-39, the net arca irri-
gated was only 5.9 million acres,
and even up to 1960-61 the arca
expected to be irrigated is only
9 million acres. The position is so
desperate that the Planming Com-
mission has instructed that irriga-
tion dues should be collected,
whether water is taken or  not.
Just at present, large arcas live in
terror of being flooded  out by
hastily constructed dams like Pan-
shet and Hirakud, not to speak of
the dams in Kashmir, one and
all of which have been washed
away. The country needs irriga-
tion, but before the money of the
people is used its success should
be assured on technical and eco-
nomic grounds more than on poli-
tical onces.

There is a claim that the pro-
duction of power has been trebled
by the first two Plans, This is not
borne out by the evidence of
power cuts, a constant feature of
recent vears. It cannot be related
to increase in industrial production,
the index number of wiii('h show-
cd tll 1960 an increase of only
67 per cent. In any case, much
industrial capacity remains idle for
want of power. The rot has been
introduced in electricity by na-
tionalization, both pr()ducti()n and
distribution being a matter of in-
difference to  officials, except on
political or personal  grounds.

Similarly  the  expenditure  on
Railways during the  decade,
which ~exceeds the expenditure
during the previous century, has
increased the track by only about
one-thirtieth and that mostly for
State enterprises.  Even though
challenged by another ministry,
the Railways have not been abi;
to reduce wagon shortage during
the last six months. At the same
time, Railways have thwarted the
growth of road transport, which
is also subject to discriminatory

taxes and the threat of nationali-
zation,

There is a provision of Rs. 1,470
crores for industries in the PUb'
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lic sector, when a large provi-
sion in the previous two Plans has
not even a(i)ded 2 per cent to the
gross national product. The in-
efficiency and breakdowns of these
industries “is well known but what
has not been realised is that the
taxes and loans of the people in-
vested in these industries obtain
a return of only half a per cent;
secondly, that there is no organic
pattern, so that some industries
like sugar and steel will produce
what cannot be consumed, being
to that extent a drag and not a
taking off point for the economy;
thirdly, that the interest payments
and the cost of components of
these interests practically mort-
gage all the exports the country
can produce; and fourthly, that
they are arasites on other indus-
tries an(i) agriculture since they
squeeze their capital and increase
inflation.

Industries in the private sector,
as a result of being selected by
Government and protected against
competition, are over-cupitulised
for which reason the prices of their

roduction are nearly double the
world level, which reduces their
internal market and extinguishes
the external one. Thev will not
survive competition, being for that
reason a drag on future industrial
development.

In respect of labour, the distinc-
tion made between the organized
and imorganizo(i sections for poli-
tical reasons, is not only unfair by
itself but is the source of strikes
in the public and private sectors,
from which the country is never
free.

Trade has been infected by
licensing which has led to black
markets and constantly rising
prices. The State Trading Corpo-
ration has disru?ted existing con-
nections, particu arly foreign ones,
which may have already passed
to other countries. The Russian
rupee credit has enabled that
country by ruinous competition to
complete the disruption. The re-
sult is that we do not have even
the foreign exchange to meet the
imports required for established
industries—a position which must
become worse when U K. joins the
Common Market,
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TARA SINGH’S FAST

Master Tara. Singh did not
choose to accept my advice to
convert his fast into a prayer-fast
for effecting thange of heart in
the Hindu mind and for the dawn-
ing of a scns@ of justice in Delhi.
I can only pray fervently (and ask
others to do so) for some Divine
intervention. God does not require
the consent of us mortals for His
intervention.  May  Master Tara
Singh's life be somehow saved!

And may the Sikh community,
who gallantly stood by the nation
in the freedom struggle, hold their
souls in patience. Their present
energy and success in peucefui‘
industrial endeavour have equull-
ed their past patriotic sacrifices,
and they are in every respect an
cxample to the rest of the people
of India. Let the Hindus not for-
get they are as devout worship-
pers of Hari as any Hindu
devotee. It is stupid for cither
Hindus or Sikhs to look upon one
another as belonging to different
creeds.  The Sikhs are a denomi-
nation of the great Hindu commu-
nity, whom the Hindus should be
pmud to acknowledge as brothers
in faith.

The inevitable consequence of
what the Prime Minister has seen
as the undesirable results of the
linguistic re-organization of States
is that an enquiry should be
made, as soon as possible, about
what can be done to counteract

In respect of education, the mere
pursuit of statistical increases,
has reduced quality to the extent
of reducing the value and popu-
larity of education. Further in-
creases in the schooled but not
educated population will create
unmanageable  problems from
educated usemployment.

Almost everything planned has
the marks of immaturity which, in
the affairs of a continent like India,
contains the potentials of disaster.
The least that Government can
do is to stand still on the Third
Plan, until it can be justified {n
terms of the results of the Second
Plan. .

these evil results and help the pro-
cess of ‘synthesis going on among
the people of India, and stop the
spirit  of isolation and mutual
opposition among linguistic States.
If such an enquiry is started, it
will be a valid and convincing
reason for Master Tara Singh to
await developments, and give up
his present fast based on a demand
that is consistent only with the
present linguistic reorganization
of States. It is to be hoped that
the Prime Minister will cqnsider
this suggestion, in order to pre-
vent an acute situation developing
in the Punjab.

The venerable Chairman of the
Punjab Swatantra Party, Sardar
Uddham Singh Nagoke, has been
arrested under the Preventive
Detention Act and sent to Yole
Camp in the Kangra district. Not
a shred of reason for the applica-
tion of the Detention Act against
him has been offered; unless,
indeed, it is that he has many
times been jailed in India’s free-
dom struggle, and he is now head
of the Swatantra Party in the
Punjab. That he had several
meetings with Master Tara Singh
has been mentioned. So also had
many others who had wanted to
dissuade Masterji from his fast.
This and other arbitrary arrests to
come are, however, the ‘logical’
sequence of the repressive policy
of the Punjab Congress Dictator,
foE which he has been given full
authority by the Congress High
Command. It is most deplorable.

CR.
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CURRENT EVENTS : -

Whilst nations are in a_ hurry
to be in the front of the band-
wagon by performing the Big
Leap vaulting over five-years and
seven-years at a stretch, the So-
viet Prime Minister has given a
picture of Russian achievements,
on the screen of 1980, through
socialistic enterprise. In a docu-
ment of 180 pages (our Third
Plan runs to 774 pages), Mr. Khru-
shchov envisages his  socialistic
pattern of society where abundant
food is scrved free to the people,
no taxes arc paid, and where in
addition to a large number of
holiday amenities and early pen-
sioned case, the day’s labour docs
not excced five hours” exertion.
Even in the cabled summary what
inspires the Sovicet dictator is his
passion to prove that in a matter
of years the communist system is
going to outstrip the frec enter-
prise economy (viciously rubbed
in as capitalism, colonialism, mili-
tarism, imperialism, etc). He sticks
to his description of the U.S. as
a spent runner living on the re-
putation of past performances.

L ] o o

President Kennedy happens to
be extremely sensitive about the
challenge, and in his first press
conference after the Vienna disil-
lusionment, he devoted the inter-
view to prove that the United
States would continue to outpro-
duce the communistic bloec and
reeled out a few statistics to esta-
blish that even at the end of the
century, the rival confederation
of communists wonld he left far.
far behind. In this competitive
arcument for pride of place. the
vision of 1980 (when the present
nrophets: cannot be alive) looks
gorgeous, Meanwhile, there are a
number of explosive corners on
earth where the blow-up of hoth
ddes would start hv miscalenla-
Hon—tronble-snots like Laos. the
Mirmle Fast. North Africa and the
highly inflammable area of Berlin.
If -ten-vears aco some Russian
scientist had foretold the feats
nerformed by Vostov T and Vistov
1. he would have been condemn-
ed for a crank suffering from fren-

zied imagination.” There “is no
safety in predictions, and all the
contents of our own tome of 774
pages carries a lot of expendable
stuff. Physical (]isurrqzllnent, how-
ever, excites these astrologers in
high places who dabble in statis-
tics regardless of the mechanies of
social movements and the func-
tioning of human nature. The most
comic comment heard after Mr.
K’s display of conditions in 1980,
consists of a Washington colum-
nist’s inference that Russia is not
likely to start a fight over Berlin,
at the risk of losing the enjoyments
he forecasts for the Paradise of
1980.

o L L]

What is picturesque and gigan-
tic, even if it is not viable or im-
mediately  necessary,  grips  the
imagination ol some people. On
Aungust 5, a New Dethi commau-
nique announced that the Plan-
ning Connnission had anthorised
the department of Atomic Energy
to go ahead with a project accord-
ing to which Canada and  India
have “agreed to make a joint-
study of the cost of building a
Targe-scale multi-million-dolar nu-
clear  power-station of - Canadian
design in India”. The study on the
first round would cost 50,000 dol-
lars advanced by India for the
vital  heat-and-electricity  pro-
gramme, although the coal prob-
lem in India cries for prior atten-
tion as fuel resource. The project
is spectacular, the first in Asia,
the criticality being dependent on
uranium for Canada.

L] L o

Mr. S. K. Dey has been lashing
around the country holding semi-
nars for the spread of co-opera-
tive ‘farming and panchayat-raj,
but from his own confessions ex-
veriments are on the edge, and
large allotments will he required
to maintain them on the hoard
instead of miraculous profits mate-
rialising as per estimates. The me-
chanical cultivation section of the
Agriculture Department of the
Maharashtra State has in a report
just released admitted that it has
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been running at a loss since its
inception, although  the  section
was reorganised three times. Acti-
vities are at a standstill; and we
are told that the Government “is
now contemplating  cxpansion  of
the activitics of the section; the
Government is  also deciding to
confirm 64 out of the 150 cmplo-
yees of the section whose services
had been of a temporary nature;
and, therefore, the resulting sense
of security and stability must go
a long way towards success”. The
very expression “Nagpur resolu-
tion” ahout co-operative farming
passed by the A.LC.C. at Nagpur
is supposed to be a magic panacea
for agricultural backwardness; and
when it s added  that  the
project  had  heen certified by
the Ootv Seminar, there is a
thrill of sanctity and  certainty
in the proposition. There is the
hypnotic spell of Congress econo-
mics succeeding, which stll re-
quires to be dispelled.

L] L] L]

Not Tong avo Mr. C. Rajago-
palachari had raised the question
whether it is right or expedient
to keep the doors open for High
Court judges to look to preferment
from Government. We  under-
stand that the qgnestion received
the attention of manv High Court
and  Supreme Court judges  and
their opinion cervstallised into the
appreciation of C.R’s warning. A*
the reeent meceting of the chief
ministers in New Delhi, the Union
Home  Minister announced  that
thev were in favour of “a certain
number of judees heing drawn
from outside the States”. The Law
Jommission  recommended and
the Government accepted the ins-
titutional princjple that the Chief
Tustice: must be a  competent
“outsider”, to avoid involvement
in State politics and maintain the
uniformity of the legal system
which above all is vital to inteera-
tion in terms of the English lan-
guagl sustaining statutes, Very
recentlv Governor Bhimsen Sachar
of Andhra Pradesh addressed the
Indian Law Institute at Hydera-
bad, when he stressed the import-
ance of the memhers of the judi-
cial service refusing nublic office
as a gift from government after
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THE CLIMATE OF INTEGRATION
By B.R. KUMAR )

It is art obvious truism that, in the
last analysis, no problem can really be
solved except by going back to frst
principles, to the ‘nature of things’, as
the Crecks said, to the ‘cssence of
things’ as the Gita says. That is after
all the difference between the *doctus’
and the quack—the one goes to the
root of the muatter, the other to mere
symptoms. And that is the fault of all
the nostrums that have been suggested
by our politicians to arrest our ‘dis-
integration” and hasten our ‘integration’
they do not go to the natwre of things,
to the root of the matter, they mis-
take the symptom for the cause.

The two  words “integration”  and
‘disintegration” are used in connection
with  biological = organisms—as  distin-
guished from mechanical products—and
it is the essence of all hiological lite
that it grows from within, as it is
the essence of all mechanical life that
it is assembled from  without. [Hence
disintegration and  integration are not
processes that can be either halted or
imposed from without; all that the wise
legislators and wise men can do is to
create a cdimate in which the one will
be halted and the other flourish. Man
cannot, with all his capacity of pro-
ducing the hydrogen homb, ‘usscmble’
a single mosquito; all he can do is to
create marshy soil in which the insect
is borm and flourishes in the nature of
things. Or reversely, he can create con-

retirement. His Excellency observ-
ed with regret:

I hope I am wrong but it
appears to me that small
cracks have become notice-
able here and there in the
proverbial cloistered life of
some judicial officers in the
country.

Stop the rot. Incidentally, one re-
calls how at the time of the Minto-
Morley Reforms when the Gover-
nor’s Executive Council was allow-
ed a minimal quota of one Indian,
the late Mr.” V. Krishnaswami
Aiyar, a brilliant puisne judge was
selected. Without referencesto per-
sonality, the principle of it was
promptly challenged. The late Dr.
T. M. Nair led a protest, then con-
sidered truculent, saying that
such promotion for a member of
the judiciary, however distin-
guished, should never be treated

.

ditions in whish the mosquito cannot
breed and grow—and thus create a
climate of health, But the assumption
of all our nostrums is that our inte-
gration is a mechanical product, and
can, thercfore, be brought about by a
basRetful of parliamentary enactments;
much like what Arthur Young wrote
about the enthusiasts of the French
National ~ Assembly—“they  think a
Constitution is a pudding to be made
from a recipe”. Parliamentary dema-
cracy of the English pattern has been
a hopeless failure in France, because
constitutions cannot bhe made frdm a
recipe; they grow in the social soil of
the people. It is because our presént
rulers ignore this fact that they arc
unable to find right remedies.

If then integration is an organic
growth and must grow from within, all
that our rulers need do, and can do,
is to create a climate of integration;
that is the only purpose of politics.
And the first requisite of this climate is
a philosophy of stability. Unfortunately,
our rulers have been brought up and
waxed  to  their present power and
status under a philosophy of revolution
—and  henee  revolutionary  pose  and
talk have almost become the breath
of their  postrils,  But  fundamen-
tally the essence of life §s stability.
Revolution  may be a  necessity
when the balance of nature has been
upset, but it is only a means, not an
end. Without a philosophy of stability
there can be no integration, for inte-
gration implies a nucleus round which
the parts integrate, which itself must
be stable. England and the U.S.A. are
perhaps the two most notable examples
of an integrated people, and, in each
instance, this integration has been a
process of internal growth in a favour-
able climate; all their revolutions have
been only the recovery of a right; all
their philosophers have been conser-
vatives. Our “children of the re-
volution”—as  the Prime  Minister
once styled himself and the members
of his party—must get over the deli-
rium of their revolutionary past, if
they want national integration. The
second requisite of a climate of in-
tegration is a general feeling of equa-
lity of all citizens before the law,
which implies the absolute impartiality
of the State as between not only the
different classes of citizens, but as
against the State itself. Congress Jrule
during the last 14 years has been based
on anything except this sense of
absolute impartial justice. On the con-
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and created a new elite of its own
party members. Intrigue, favouritism,
greed, Ljealousy, cenvy—these are not
the cmotions on which integration can
be built. The foundation of emotional
integration is a general feeling of
fiiendliness for all one’s neighbours—
and these cannot be evoked if there is
a general sense of favouritism and
nepotism in the air. The State must be
an impartial and loving friend of all—
and not merely the patron of some
favoured few. Both in Rome and in
England, it was the supremacy of the
Law that was at the root of in-
tegration. Congress rule has heen a
curious paradox of arrogant ,overlord-
ship of the Centre as against the States
and the people, and arrogant exclusive-
ness of the States as against cach other
and against minorities within  their
boundaries. And our wise rulers won-
der, why we arc disintegrating!

The third requisite for national
integration is economio stability; the
physical couterpart of the mental and
spiritual philosophy of stability. Of the
many causes given for the disintegra-
tion of the Roman Empire, the most
important was the cconomic instability
brought about by constant and uni-
versal spread of inflation. Inflation is
not merely a material jugglery for
transferring a surplus from the people
to the State; it is a moral corrosive; it
reduces a whole people to a state
of terror and  frustration. To the
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extent that history is the result of
economic forces, inflation deliberately
puts a premium on anti-social activities,
which in the very nature of things
must lead to_disintegration.

In a famous cinema picture of
Charlie Chaplin, a hoy precedes him
and breaks the glass of shop-windows,
and Charlie appears on the scene a
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little later and undertakes to repair the
damage. Our Congress rulers have been
acting  much  in tlie same  fashion,
For 14 years they have been shouting
slogans, and setting in motion policics
that  must  inevitably ® lead  to  dis-
integration—and  now  they come  for-
ward to point out the Sact and offer
to repair the damage! They deplore
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casteism. lingnism, provincialism, greed,
jedousy.  blackmarket,  moral  decay,
corruption, nepotismand o host of
other such ills, which they declare we
are suffering from. and want us to
forget the fact that they have been
the absolute  yulers  of the country
during the very period when these ills
assumed aggravated form.

The day
“breaks brighter
. tomorrow

in his limbs. . there is a home.

In a home dawns the man of tomorrow. A tomorrow

that will bring a little less of care, a little more of joy.

Today and tomorrow...Hindustan Lever serves the hote
with soaps, foods, toilet preparations.

WHERE a child lauahs with eves like

the clear rays of sunlight, and the strength of thunder
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MORGANATIC STATUS FOR ENGLISH
By POTHAN JOSEPH .

A marganatic status has been
assigned for the English language
in the Chief Ministers” Conference
(August 11), when hectic measures
were being forged at New Delhi
for. “liberal and  generous  safe-
guards for linguistic minorities”;
they also resolved to constitute
“a high-level committee to pro-
mote national integration and
watch over the working of the
safeguards”.  With hardly  six
months to go for the clections, and
the overweening zest of the rul-
ing party to perpetuate power,
we may expect all kinds of won-
der-drugs to nurse back a sick
economy, and win a landslide
against any Opposition, parti-
cularly the Swatantra Party ad-
jndgvil by the Prime Minister as
“reactionary”, without any future.
Panicky amendments of the Cri-
minal Law to curb disharmony in
the country (traceable to diver-
gence in views) preoccupy Par-
liament, but the campaign being
of all-India range, this committee
is installed at a high-level: and,
no doubt, it will be high-powered
considering the exigencies of an
overnight rally for votes. Pre-
cautionary  steps are mounted
fast, and on the linguistic front of
disintegration, the cure consists
of the co-existence of languages
with paramountcy for Hindi in the
long run. Uttar Pradesh leader-
ship on the Hindi issue has not
been disturbed, since eventually
and in the long run, the Unity
of India is to be subserved by
the universalisation of Hindi, with
English temporarily tolerated as
lingua-franca of India. Any threat
of separatism will be treated as
a Katanga movement of break-
away tendencies, calling for dras-
tic action, such deviationism
being treasonable.

To anticipate a quick  process
of national agglutination under
the care of a high-powered syn-
dicate with amendments in the
penal law to suit the programme,
is to hypnotize the masses and
put off the national responsibility
of undoing the root-mischief of

the real concept underlying States
Reorganisatidn in 1954,

In  discursive language, the
resolution ®n the subject goes
round and round the whole con-
troversy over the retention of a
serviceable and progressive lan-
guaage that holds India together,
minimising factionalism.

Dr. B. C. Roy’s prescription is
that when, in a State more than
five percent of the population have
a  particular  dialect  as  their
mother-tongue, it should be re-
cognisod as a national language in
a polyglot country; the Pataskar
device favours a strength of 70
per cent in the population be-
longing to contiguous areas as a
test for boundary-markings. The
Shastri formula to compose diffe-
rences in Assam has been given
the cold shoulder, although it is
customary to talk of the Shastri
formula with its ultimate consum-
mation in Hindi (in Devanagari
SCFipt).

Such a medley does not augur
well for any phase of all-India
integration, boecause  the  six
months” honeymoon must end in
a rude awakening, since the issue
had not been rationalised but
merely sentimentalized.

The Prime Minister’s undertak-
ing is that there shall be no impo-
sition of Hindi in education or in
administration, unless the people
of the non-Hindi speaking areas
take the initiative and approach
the Centre for the implementation
of their wish. There is reason for
sympathising with Mr. Nehru on
his difficulties of legislation to
redeem his word, but his imme-
diate obsession is the winning of
the elections. Such being the prio-
rity, the position resembles the
stand of Mr. Chester Bowles in
his New Delhi speech. When
press correspondents questioned
him about America’s attitude to-
wards several developments in
Asia, the Under-Secretary of State
fussily argued that the immediate
problem was “Berlin”, its prierity
claiming attention in the first
place. If Mr. Nehru does not make
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good his undertaking to mino-
rities, the obvious excuse is that
priority of election-claims is tied
up with the hot-house imperative
of national integration in the
hands of a Special Committee,
high-levelled and high-powered,
and possibly preceded by a semi-
nar.

The attempt to invest the. Eng-
lish language with a morganatic
status is, however, chimerical
when the reasonings endorsed by
the chief ministers at New Delhi
are intrinsically weighed and not
played as an electioneering stunt.
When King Edward VIII was in
trouble over the Mrs. Simpson
affair, the idea of a morganatic
marriage without Court-status for
the spouse was vigorously can-
vassed by some romantic die-
hards. 1 have an idea that Winston
Churchill, a friend of King Ed-
ward from childhood, had in his
intense loyalty some sympathy
for any artifice that would retain
the King in the Buckingham
Palace; but he earned the oppro-
brium of the Baldwin group by
his attitude towards the “consti-
tutional crisis”. When the solution
was commended, both Prime Mi-
nister Baldwin and the Archbishop
of Canterbury made up their
minds and declared that there
«ould be no sauch thing as a
morganatic alliance, and such a
thing could not be improvised as
a royal convenience since a pledge
of undivided faith could alone
seal sanctity and security in any
solemnization,

The act of grudgingly bowing
before the English language as an
“associate” inmate in the harem—
to be eventually discarded like
Hagar from the House of Abra-
ham—amounts to the staging of
a melodrama, the theatre-manage-
ment imagining that the audience
consists of dunder-heads occupy-
ing free seats. This jugglery in
tactics is an insult to adult menta-
lity.

After the elections. What?-
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HAPPENINGS IN THE PUNJAB
By JUNIUS,

NEW DELHI: Things are
happcning in  the Punjaub—as
anticipated as well as ()thcrwise!_
The dismissal of a collcague of
his, by the Governor of the State,
presumably at his instance is one
more feather in Sardar  Pratap
Singh Kairon’s cap or turban. For
the arrest of the local Swatantra
leader under the Preventive De-
tention Act, the “credit”  wholly
goes to his administration.  When
the Swatantra leader, Mr. Ranga,
approached the Home Minister,
Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri, for per-
mission to go and see Mr. Nagoke,
he was politely asked to apply to
the Chief Minister of the State,
which means that the Centre has
given a frec hand to the “provin-
cial satrap’.

Yet behind the scenes in Delhi,
policy-makers are busy exploring
a way out of the impasse in the
Punjab.  They will not of course
yicld to Master Tara Singh; nor
would they like to have his death
on their hands.  They teel that
something must be done to avert
the crisis. Their minds are said
to be moving in terms of a high-
power commission which will ¢n-
quire if there was really any dis-
crimination against the Sikhs as
alleged, and will also, on going
into the Suba question, give a
finding whether a unilingual Statc
should be carved out of the Pun-
jab or the Punjab could continue
to be a bilingual one. An announce-
ment  about  its appointment
should mean the end of the Akali
Leader’s fast. .

° ° : °

From experience nobody necd

feel surprised that the ~vigour

- which characterised the Prime

Minister’s observations on. Goa at
home or Angola abroad (in his
opening and concluding speeches
on the Foreign Affairs debate in
the Lok Sabha) seemed to wilt
away when he raised his voice on
East Berlin. Not for the first time
had the fear of having to say pos-
sibly something harsh on the So-
viet Government held him back

»

from venturing too far. It may be
recalled that, while at the time
of the Suez misadventure, he
spoke at once of international
gahgsterism, he was all reticent
on the harr()wing conditions in
Hungary. This attitude of his per-
sists: il may not be international,
much less deliberate, but  some-
how it happens so. From him the
French or even the British cannot,
it scems, expect the same oconsi-
deration or latitude, as the Rus-
sians or even the Chinese can. «

Mr. Nehru's reluctance to be
outspoken on the issue of Berlin
might have been due to  more
than one reason. Perhaps he has
not yet come to any firm conclu-
sions, amidst the mutual recrimi-
nations of the Soviet Government
and the Western Powers. Or, per-
haps, he thinks he can (if it is not
alrcady  hinted that he  should)
help to evolve a formula which
will pacify (though it may not
satisfy) both the blocs. He is still
lucky in not being distrusted by
cither, and he can perhaps do a
better job than any other man in
his position. He has the additional
advantage of being able to carry
the neatral nations with him in his
quest for solutions to international
problems.

Quitec a marked shift in our
foreign policy was noticed in his
approach to the problem of Goa.
Congressmen will not be slow in
pressing to their advantage, in the
election campaign, the merger of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli in the
Indian Union. After the country-
wide frustration arising out of loss
of huge territory elsewhere, the
returm of two small chunks back
to “the arms of the Motherland”,
came in handy for some face-sav-
ing. The talk of the liberation of
Goa is now both louder and bra-
ver, The Prime Minister no doubt
refused to be hustled in the pro-
cess that had begun. He also dis-
countenanced moves for raising a
private army or a volunteer corps
unto that end. Yet he made it
clear that he would not rule out
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military action, though he had
frowned at members who were
‘once muking such suggestions.
This is a radical departure from
the stand he had taken earlier.

Some time back Mr. Kripalani
asked Mr. Nechru in the Lok
Sabha why India should fight shy
of armed intervention at home in
defence of her own territory, if she
had no objection to send troops
to assist the UNN. in Congo. It
would be even more relevant to
ask him now why military action
should be ruled out in the case of
the Chinese aggressors, when it
could not necessarily be ruled out
in Goa for its liberation. Surely,
the Chinese are not less objection-
able to us than the Portuguese,
though colonialism jars more on
our ears than communism! If the
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COMMUNIST CHINA WITH 'I:HEnLID OFF

COMMUNIST CHINA TODAY
By S. Chandrasckhar
Asia Publishing House. Rs. 9.

We have had a number of people
going from India to China at public
expense. One set of them have given
us reports of a new heaven on a new
earth that they have discovered there.
The other set have seen things as they
are—but for some reason or other have
kept the discovery locked in  their
minds. Dr. Chandrasckhar is not one of
them. He spent the winter of 1938 in
People’s China “visiting a dozen major
cities, a few villages and 4 communes”,
going as far as Harbin in old Manchu-
ria, Lanchow in the West, the gateway
to Central Asin and Shanghai in the
East. He has sampled China fairly in-
clusively and here is  the impression
that he has brought of the China made
by communism.

He starts off with agriculture, still
the most important and widest-spread
industry of China as it is of India. It
is through co-operatives as a half-way
house to collectivization (an experiment,
by the way, which the Congress Gov-
emment in India wants to try, with or
without fear of the same trend). There
were in 1936 about 1,300,000 co-ope-
ratives, leaving only a small number of
the 500 million peasants out of the
movement. Through co-operatives and
the recently organized communes they
have achieved an increase of 60 per
cent in yield of food-grains. But how
much of this is due to co-operatives
and communes one cannot say, for
water-conservancy, improvement of the

soil. application of fertilizers arfl better
sceds have also contributed to the in-
crease—and these arve possible with in-
dividual farmers also ar in Japan.

The commune is not merely an agri-
cultural institution, It is a social insti-
tution with a larger scope intended to
revolutionize the social organization of
China.  China had been for centuries
a nation of sturdy individualists, A
typical commune, the Chi-li-ying com-
mune, described by the author, com-
prises 68 villages composed by 12,133
houscholds with a total population of
57531 people; the land, the houses,
the farm implements, the cattle, the
industrics are all owned and managed
by the commune; the children are put,
the babies at creches, the little child-
ren (4-6) into kindergartens, the older
children  (7-16  vears) into  co-educa-
tional schools—who spend their school-
time in schools and the rest in their
respective boarding houses. The hushand
and wife, father and mother are housed
in rooms in large communal tencment
houses, and there are “happy homes for
the aged”™.  Everybody is  accommo-
dated in neat little places and every-
thing done for them by common over-
head arrangements—kitchen, restaurants,
wells, haospitals, dispensaries over which
the individual has no control or say.
Everything is found for him or her—not
perthaps in the quantity or quality he
or she would like. But what a saving in
work and worry! So it is in the jail or
in the ant-hill!

Industrialization is procecding apace,
but Dr. Chandrasckhar discovered that

HAPPENINGS IN THE PUNJAB .........
L]

Portuguese who claim the right
of passage to their former enclaves
are to be “ejected at great speed”
which is but right, it is not less
right but even more logical that
the Chinese intruders should not
be denied the same courtesy. But
no such hope was held out by Mr.
Nehru.

It seems that in regard to the
Chinese issue, his mood was one
of realism, while in respect of
Pakistan and Portugal it was rather
one of emotion. China admittedly
needs to be dealt with on a long-
time basis. Portugal, on the other
hand, is a fast crumbling proposi-
tion. As for Pakistan, it is not in
India’s interests that the immedi-
ate neighbour should become too

much of an obsession. Mr. Nehru's
mind is now definitely moving in
favour of India’s military build-up
on a reasonable scale, and for
strictly legitimate purpose. His
readiness to buy arms and plancs
wherever they are available,
wholly in the interests of India’s
security, should go quite a long
way in reassuring the people that
Indian defence is in no way neg-
lected. While nobody would sug-
gest that there has been anything
like an attempt to trim foreign
policy for public favour, one may
feel that the new “shift” is quite
a big sop to the Prime Minister’s
partymen, when they are hard
put to impress the electorate that
the destinies of the country are
safe in their hands.
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most of the large products  (cars,
trucks, buses, textile machinery, loco-
motives, radio and television sets) were
made in Russia or in  Russian-spon-
sared-and-cquipped  factories and  bicy-
cles and wheclbarrows were the only
industrial products “made in China™.
One relieving feature of the Chiucse
industrial ~ system is that the gap in
silary between the director and other
hosses of the works and the workers
is very small,

Women  in communist China  have
been steam-rollered into equality  with
men, with the same blue coat and trou-
sers for cither sex—equality to  the
point of wniformity. The relations het-
ween the sexes are on business  lines
and has become, Dr. Chandrasekhar
seems regretfully to note, prim and
puritanical.  Prostitution—and  this is
one up for communist China—has heen
practically abolished, men and  women
are busy producing, But manual Libour
still continues to be, as in the China of
history, the monopoly of women.

The new  Education of  communist
China at least has some useful lessons
for India. The diflicult and laborions
Chinese  seript is being  romanized.
Acricultural and trade technical schools
abound. Fvery child has to spend a cer-
tain number of hours a week in manual
training.  Of course, higher  education
is  State-controlled  and  State-directed,
and directed towards the spread of the
evangel of communism.

China’s  population position is  not
happy  in Dr. Clundrasekhar’s  view.
Marriage has become even more univer-
sal than hefore and a growing popula-
tion is the deliberate policy of commn-
nist China. But unlike India, communist
China insists on adult marriages. But
contraceptives and  contraceptive facto-
ries are available and account together
with the  encouragement of marriage
and a large population, for what Dr.
Chandrasckhar  calls  the  meandering
policy of the communist government.
And he relates the population of China
to its aggressive foreign policy. In the
fast but one chapter on Tibet the au-
thor  denounces  the  current  foreign
policy of China. In the final chapter,
Sino-Indian relations is the subject and
he advises that in view of what has
taken pluce in recent months, India’s
foreign policy towards China ought to
be changed. Is this a step towards an
all-round change? Dr. Chandrasekhar
does not say but he hints at it when
he says that “the real struggle of the
future in Asia will not he hetween
India and China but between democracy
and freedom on the one hand and com-
munism and its tyranny, on the other”.

M. RutunaswamY
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“I am the State,” said Louis XVI
and was surprised at the attempt
to make a difference about it. So
also does the Congress Party
believe about itself that it is
the State and that it is ridi-
culous for any one to doubt
it.  The August 15 festival has
been celebrated all over the land
once again, as if it were the Con-
gress Party’s anniversary function.
Flags have been unfurled and
hoisted, and festoons hung, so that
all people may believe that the
festival is altogether and exclus-
ively a Congress boost.

This objectionable ambiguity
of the tri-colour, and of all
festivals in which it forms an es-
sential parl, is a menace  to
p;lrliunwntary democracy. The
Defence forces and the Civil ser-
vices are all being indoctrinated in
this scheme of identitying a par-
ticular party with the State. Such
a confusion would not be tole-
rated in England or America.

As against the open indulgence
in this ambiguity of flags and fes-
tival, it is anusing to sce that the
Election Commissioner is finding
it difficult to give the Swatantra
Party equal facilities with the
Congress in the matter of symbol
«and voters” lists, We are told that
we did not secure three per cent
of the votes at the last elections
{when we were not born!) and so
we cannot have the facilities which
the Congress Party will enjoy in
these respects. The Election Com-
missioner hesitates to accept the
principle of equal opportunities to
a party that challenges the Con-

ress Party’s claith to rule at the

entre and in the States. Some
test or other, he thinks, must be
invented against new parties in
place of the inapplicable rule arbi-
trarily enunciated without any
legislative authority. .

*

Congressmen are tackling the
language problem. The fact is
they are suffering from two minds
about it. Reason and judgment
pull them one way. Obstinacy pulls

have .almost arrived at the truth.
But they shrink from it like a man
who has decided on a plunge-
bath in winrter but shrinks from it
on approaching the cold water.
They have seen that English is the
incvitable solution for the problem
of effective integration of all parts
of India into one understanding
nation. But as they are making
the discovery, they are frightened
by it and add “until Hindi is suffi-
ciently developed” ete., ete., ete.
To confess an error and, re-
tract requires courage-—and only
God gives that courage. These
until's and if's must go. There is
no use burdening the truth with
if's and until’s.

I have argued and written quite
enough on this subject. I must
now leave the work to others. It
is as much their concern as mine,
and recent happenings have re-
moved the mist and enabled
every onc to sce the path clearly.
Unfortunately, the Prime Minister
who secs clearly has a Congenital
inability to get things done right-
ly. It is a relieving feature that
quite a few others, too, have now
begun to see and speak nearly as
they should. Let us hope for co-
operative courage to emerge and
save India from disintegration.
English has integrated and united
us and it is an essential element in
the unity we have forged. It is
not good or safe to kick off the
ladder by which we climbed up.
Hindi is good. It is spoken by a
large  number of good people.
But it is not good enough for the
requirements of governments and
universities. It has not coped with
modern knowledge in its own
right. Let us not in our myopia
disable the youth of the nation
from giving of their best as they
should all over India, irrespective
of the language islands we have
been stupidly seeking to perpe-
tuate.

The latest hand-out of the Press
Registrar shows that the circula-
tion of English newspapers. in
India ‘calculated from figures
available for 1960 is 11% lakhs. As

them in another dircction. They against this the circulation of
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Hindi newspapers is less than '
7% lakhs. The figures for the Sou-
thern languages, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam papers,
total more than 13 lakhs. News-
paper reading is a fair index of
the relative potential of languages
as a means of communication
among those interested in public
affairs. The overwhelming vogue
of English is obvious from the
above figures. The relative posi-
tion of Hindi as against the lan-
guages of the South is also inter-
esting.

*

It is surprising that people talk
of holding the price line even after
the announcements contained in
the Third Plan—wherein every-
thing is being organized to
make prices soar. ‘Holding the
price line’ is not a physical cir-
cus performance. It is a phrase to
indicate the stabilising effects of
government operations on the pri-
ces of commodities. The Third
Plan is a total contradiction of any
intention to hold the price line.
Arbitrary ukases will just push
things into the black-market. It
has come to my notice that even
government departments some-
times buy in the black-market. Tt
is then called the ‘free’ market.

*

“Big Rise in Foreign Balances”
is a recent cheerful headline in
the newspapers. In small print
the explanation follows that the
increase was because of credits
received from the International
Monetary Fund. This so-called
rise is round about Rs. 55 crores.

*

Strong objection has been taken
to Mr. Chester Bowles’s statement
that America would come to
India’s aid if there be a commu-
nist military attack on India. Be-
cause this would be an infrin%‘-
ment of our non-alignment! The
doctrine of non-alignment, it ap-
pears, demands that we should be
left alone if the communists attack
us. The stupidity of dogma and
the illusions 02, self-importance
cannot go further. How one
wishes that half this pride were
exhibited in non-acceptance of
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aid from sources addicted to the
cold war and our nation not led
into Himalayan indebtedness!

. Non-alignment does not stand
in the way of Madras children
being fed at mid-day by America,
as advertised in photographs and
letterpress, or in the way of our
begging for rice instead of wheat
from America.

¥
It would be of some use to
those who study the Third Plan
to know what will be our total

b
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annual integest charges in the
foreign  loans account, which
should go into our ‘hnnual
budgets of expenditure in the
future, and  how it would
compare  with the anticipated
Defence  expenditure, and ~ how
both t()ll;cther will compare with
the total budget.

x
Whatever  the needs of  India
may be to fill up the gap that yawns
between  minimum requirements
for the third, fourth, fifth and
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siceeeding Plans and the maxi-
mum  limit of taxation already
r(‘xuchcd, Mr. Satnd of the Ame-
rican Senate has bv his amend-
ment (which was accepted by the
Senate) brought to international
notice the need to guard parlia-
mentary democrucvk against the
totalitarian method of committing
a  country to particular policic‘s
and  particular expenditures  for
long periods of five, ten and fif-
teen  years in advance,  This s
what is happening now in - New
Delhi, which makes the elections
a meaningless farce as in commu-

nist countries,
C.A.

Voters’ Ignorance of Facts

Socialism is the class policy of the
government official and the politician,
It increases their numbers, their power
and their patronage. Tt is opposed  to
the class interest ol the owners of pro-
peity. whom it eventually deprives of
their property.

In India a clear majority of the popu-
lation are property-owners, and  vast
numbers of others aspire to that position.
The number of government officials and
politicians of the level to exercise power,
together with all possible aspirants  to
such positions, is a fraction of one
per cent. The workers in organised in-
dustry, numbering a few per cent, ace
also traditional supporters of socialism.

There is no reason to doubt that jf
the question were put to the clecto-
rate  honestly, they would vote very
nearly according to their interests as
outlined above. That is to say, the clec-
torate. would bhe overwhelmingly and
unalterably opposed to socialism. Yot
that policy is being put through in
their name. Such a thing can be done
only by concealing the essential facts.

° ° °

As for equality and freedom, it is al-
ready clear that the tendency of the
State economy, with its vast, centrally
controlled apparatus of experts and
mana@ers, must be opposed to both.

But the failure of the socialistic se-
cond Plan has not led to any revision
of false ideas. The third Plan is far
lax:ger, and more socialistic, As the
?n'me Minister said when he signed it
itis a ch;_lllonge. It is indeed: a chal:
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ROOT CAUSE

By K.S. RAMAMURTHY

Do we want to give violence a per-
manent place in our body-politic? The
present trends in the country and Athc
way the rulers are handling our aflairs
provoke this question. The recent ban
by the Punjab Government of publi-
(-zlti(pn in the Punjab  ncwspapers of
any kind of news relating to the Pun-
j;\l;i Suba is so thoughtless that it is
Jated not to maintain peace and
State but deliberately to
provoke  the people  to take tf’
violence, to find an  excusc, it
would  seem,  to o suppress the move-
ment,  The  Statesman  sayvs edito-
riadly that  “the  Government remains
wh(;lly preoceupicd  with curbs—such
sweeping and indefensible ones as the
han on news are worthless and stupid
Jike stopping all cars entering the Gol-
den Temple and requiring cach driver
to  disclose his identity and  licence
pumber as though to enter the temple
were a motoring offence”, When people
are driven to desperation, it is extremely

cale
order in the
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OF VIOLENCE
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:
difficult to contain them. There is no
sense I condgmning violence after it
has taken place, while nothing is done
to prevent its occarrence. The acts of
the DPunjaly Government will not only
aggravate the  already  existing bitter
feeling amongst the Sikhs but also have
aravke consequences for all communitics,
if good sense does not prevail in time.
Much of post-Independence violence
could have been avoided if only the
governments hoth at the Centre and in
the States were not so lacking in ima-
gination. If the Govermnent had listened
to reason and did the right thing at
the right time, Bombay would  dave
heen spared of so much bloodshed.
Having started on the path of linguissic
division of the country, the Government
must have {ollowed the logic of its own
acts. But it would not. In Assam one
day  Bengali is granted cqual  status
with Assamese. The demand for Pun-
jabi Suba has as much logic behind it
as did, say, the demand for the crea-

’ 13
tion of a scparate  Telugu-speaking
State. Master Tara Singl’s fast-unto-
death, if persisted in, is of the same
character as was Potti Sriramulu’s, and
no less moral. These are all the natural
consequences of the forces let loose by
the Government itself. But it will not
accept the logic of cvents cxcept when
people are driven to the point of mad-
ness, resulting in the breaking of heads.
And precious time will be wasted in
the hunt for unacceptable formulas,

Demonstrations  are  resorted to  as
effective mcans of drawing the attention
of Authority to grievances. If the Gov-
ernment moves quickly, probes into the
nature and canse of a grievance, and
acts with wisdom but firmly, leardng in
mind its character, a major cause for
violation of peace could be dealt with.
The Government takes long to look into
anything, takes longer to act, and even
then it acts only half-heartedly. Or it
adopts the other extreme of acting too
soon, and with a bang! The events
leading to the creation of the Andhra
State and the recent happenings in
Assam are cases in point.

(Continued on page 15)
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SURF IN THE MODERN HOME ...
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‘THE WAY WE LIVE
TODAY...

says housewife PREMA SOONDE RJI of Bombuy

*THE WAY WE LIVE TODAY," says Mrs Precma
G. Soonderji of Walkeshwar Road, Bombay,
‘we all want new and better things.

*SURF for instance. Today, 1 am proud of
my washing because SURF makes such a
brilliant job of it.’

SURF washes everything in the Soonder;ji
home—~shirts and saris, towels and sheets.

1\

I

WHY NOT SURF IN YOUR HOME ? SURF cuts

your washing work in half, yet gives you

washing that's fresh and gloriously white.

See SURF's extra washing power at work in o
toda,

your home today. A

Surf'gives you the
WHITEST WASKH

A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCT
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violence by the aggrieved were to be
avoided. It does not matter if Authority
is in the wrong: it is as likely to act
wrongly as anyone else does, But Autho-
rity will do well to listen to protests,
look into demands, and see if anything
is wrong anvwhere and set matters right
if it ,could; in any event, it would
act wisely if it accepted a demand which
commonsense will tell that it cannot be
put off for long. People should never
be driven to desperation.  That is the

SWAHWJYA

second lesson. It will b\e provoking jin-
citement to violence if Authority should
try public patience too long and too
often. A!minister who not merely runs
the transport system badly but tells the
people that they Pave no right to expect
any improvement as it was already

the best in the world, will be courting

trouble, because®he refuses to face facts.
People us a whole do not take to vio-
lence except under extreme provoca-
tion dnd helplessness, when they feel
that nothing could be worse than the
existing state of affairs, and resort to
violence. Wisdom consists in reaching

15

a settlement betimes and not allow-
ing things to get out of hand.

We can avoid people taking to vio-
lence to seek remedies for wrongs, only
when Authority tries to carry conviction
to the people that reasonable demands
will always be met, and not by flourish-
ing the big stick. The genuine difficud-
ties of minorities should not be over-
looked by the majority in a State. If
the majority uses its sheer strength of
numbers to get all things done in its
own way, the minority will willy-nilly
take to the path of violence as a ready
way of getting justice done.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

ELECTION EVE ETHICS! ,

Sir,—Recaders of the recent press re-
ports of the speeches made by Mr.
Nijalingappa and Chief Minister Jatti
at the reception accorded to them by
the Chamber of Commerce, Bangalore
a few davs ago, would have rubbed
their eyes before they could believe
what they read. The Pradesh Congress
President is reported to have told the
gathering, in all seriousness, that the
Congress stood for strengthening the
private sector and that it would give all
help to private enterpreneurs to start
new business, and to expand existing
ones. When the Third Plan has stated,
in unmistakable terms, that, during the
plan period, the private sector would
be cribbed and confined till it is ulti-
mately replaced by the public sector,
has provided considerably higher resous-
ces for the public sector, and has given
a big boost to co-operative societies—
another means of stifling private enter-
prise—by increasing the provision for
co-operation from Rs. 4 crores in the
Second Plan to Rs. 18 crores in the
Third Plan, what authority has the Pre-
sident of the Pradesh Committee to
make a statement contramy to the dec-
Jared policy of the Government?

When the Road Transport Corpora-
tion of Mysore was inaugurated on
August 1, it was announced that road
transport in the State will Be comple-
tely nationalized before the end of the
Third Plan. Is this “fostering private
enterprise”? Did  Mr.  Nijalingappa
imagine that the memory of his audi-
ence was so short that they could not
remember even what was dished out to
them by the Government of Mysore
only a week before?

The performance of the Chief Minis-
ter was even more stunning. He is
reported to have told the audience that
he understood that the commercial
community had some grievances (1) and
that he was ever ready to listen to

them and to remedy the defects in pro-s
cedure, if any. He is also reported to
have promised that he would hercafter
set apart every Saturday for this pur-
pose. Could the worst critic of Govern-
ment expect anything more magnani-
mous from even the most benevolent
Government? But the sceptic will ask
“Where was all this solicitude for the
commercial community all these four
years and more? This is all baby feed-
ing on the election eve.” The perform-
ance of both the principal guests was
really an insult to the hosts.

We have a recent instance of simi-
lar election tactics in the Lok Sabha
also. When the question of preference
to be given to backward classes came
up, the Government spokesman is re-
ported to have said that the Central
Government does not approve of caste
being the criterion for determining
backwardness. That statement was
intended to satisfy those who do not
like the criterion now applied. But the
votes of those who swear by caste have
also to be retained. That group was
mollified when the Minister went on to
say that decisions already taken on the
basis of caste will not be interfered
with as admissions to colleges for this

year were over. Again, the sceptic will
ask “Did this caste basis detetmining
criterion for backwardness come to the
notice of the Centre unexpectedly as a
bolt from the blue? If the Centre was
not taken unawares, was it not aware
that admissions to the colleges gene-
rally take place in the month of July?
Why did you not take action earlier?
Arc you not trying to placate both the
groups on the eve of elections for the
purpose of retaining their votes. ? ”

We shall have more of these election
eve ethics as succeeding months pass.

Bangalore P. H. S. Rao

BANE OF LINGUISM

Sir—A friend of mine working in
the Reserve Bank of India, Bangalore
narrated to me what might seem to be
an insignificant event. A civic conscious
staff of the Bank sent round a circular
calling for contributions for flood relief.
Sharp came the query from other mem-
bers of the staff as to whether the
amount collected would be spent in
Tamil Nad or Kerala or Karnataka, and
many of them declined to contribute to
such a fund, as no reply was received
to the question. It was a pity that a
purely humanitarian gesture floundered
on the rock of linguism.

Bangalore City D. S. B. Man1aN
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