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THE TEXT BOOKS AND THE STUDENT

lo the modern world, education occupies an important place. Especially
in the context of Democratic Institutions where adult franchise is given
particular significance the role played by an educated and enlightened public
cannot be over exaggerated. This is with particular reference to the Asian
Democracies many of them being still in their infoncy. We in India have
rightly attributed a prominent place for education. More and more money
is being channelled in the different states to the cause of education at all
levels. With multiple demands cn their resources, a good number of states
do not have the necessary funds to cope with the increasing demands in the
field of education. It is agreed, this is an enormous problem. We want
more schools to accommodate every child of school-going age. In order to
attract better qualified men the salary scales of teachers have to be improved

and so on.

But under existing conditions, with a little extra effort and expense the
present educational standards can be improved considerably. A steady fall
in the quality of education cannot be justified mcrely on the plea that it is
due to lack of funds. The most important aspect in any scheme of education
is the selection of good text bocks. The Education Secretaries and Directors
of Public instruction who met in Delhi recently unanimously agreed that
many text books in use to-day are of poor quality. They also admitted that
in subjects like General Science and Social Studies there are no suitable text
books. It is always easy to sit on judgement and pass verdicts in a conference
room. What is more important is to try and find out solutions for the

present problematic state of affairs.

One of the usual suggestions is the nationalisation of text books. Even
in the limited field where nationalisation was effected, there had not been
quality productions. Frcm the distribution angle it may be possible to
naticnalise a few text bocks provided the authorities have the backing of the
required number of printing presses. The quality of a text book in any
subject depends largely on the decisions taken by the syllabus committee
functioning in the different states of India. The syllabus is generally
comprised of a very large number of topics with the result the student finds
it impossible to digest the material offered to him in voluminous text books.
For instance in the state of Madras, the Social Studies text book in the tenth
standard is expected to include the Vedas and Epics, the Civilisations of the
Ancient World like the Egyptian, Babylorian and so on, several religions,
the history of Greece, the history of Rome, the Renaissance and Reformation,
the Middle Ages, the Industrial  Revolutlon in Europe, Modern Asia,
the Russian revolution and a series of topics connected with the 20th
century world. Is it possible for a student to go through all these
topics within the span of one year, of course not forgetting holidays of over
four months. It is absurd to cram in so many topics for a one-year study.
The above cited case is only one among several. There have been a number



of representations from the teachers requesting the authorities to reduce the
extent of the syllabus. '

Like all other conferences the delegates of the above mentioned "get
together, have returned home to study the problems *in detail.” There
has been a suggestion to get books written on an all India basis and then
translate them into various languages. This is not a feasible proposition
since translations can take an entirely different form from the original. The
nationalisation of text books is not practicable for along time to come.
Where there has been already nationalisation, the results are not satisfactory.
The publication of text books are best left with competing publishing
concerns. As the number of students increases year by year it will be
easier for a larger number of concerns to cater to the needs of the students
rather than a few governmental agencies. The Directors of Pubiic Instruc-
tion can possibly suggest the qualifications of text book writers in different
subjects. They may even appoint committees to scrutinise individually the
capacity of the text book writer. Another way to improve the quaiity of
text books is by the strict adherence of rules and regulations by the
respective Scrutiny Committees of text books. As we suggested earlier the
most essential reform is to be brought out in the sphere of syllabus selections.
Experts in various fields of education must be consulted before drawing out

topics to be studied by students within the period of a school year at various
levels of education.

A good text book is as much a necessity as a well fed student in the

class, consequent probably on the successful working of the midday meal
scheme like that of the Madras State.

ORISSA’S VERDICT

BY

BALA RATNAM

Within days of Congress licking the wound of two
electoral defeats to the Jan Sangh—one in Delhi and
the other in Uttar Pradesh—it was able to score a
signal victory in Orissa where in the early part of June
people voted in what is in many ways the most interesting
mid-term elections to be held in any State barring
perhaps Kerala after Independence.

Though 56 per cent of the electorate in Orissa were
against the Congress, it is true the party received an
overwhelming majority of votes cast, and gained 82
seats in a House of 140. But was the election the
freest and fairest ever held in the State or in any other
Indian States?

Congress optimism of riding to victory was not shared
by most political prophets. All parties have attributed
Congress triumph to “ unscrupulous methods ** adopted
by that party. Top-ranking non-Congress leaders have
denounced the elections as “ill-timed ,  unfair”,
and “improperly ccnducted ”. According té them,
the spectacular success of the Congress is proof how
resources can often win elections.

All this should make us ponder over a question that
was put to me in Cuttack by a leader of the P.S.P. group
—whether adult franchise is suitable in present-day India
where passions can still be raised by the cry of “religion
in danger ”, and where votes can be “ bought”, and
are cast on caste or communal grounds.

New Master

Mr. Bijoyananda Patnaik, who came to occupy
the Utkal P.C.C. chair trouncing a Mahatab man early
this year, on a wave of anti-Mahatab feelings creeping
into the organisation, dealt with his rivals—the Gnana-
tantra Parishad, a purely local party of ex-rulers, the
P.S.P., and the C.P.I.—in a clever and determined way.
He had opponents both to the right and the left, and
his most vigorous supporters were to be found among
the more liberal minded men in the party who were

young in years.

Ever since the Congress-Parishad coalition came into
existence in 1959, he pleaded that the Parishad should
merge with the Congress, but when he found this was
not to come to pass, he called for its dissolution. He
felt if coalition was continued till next elections, the
Congress would lose in 1962 whereas the Parishad
could win. It was this stand that caused his stock to

soar. Soon after he became the P.C.C. chief he started
on a campaign to get the Parishad out. The Congress
High Command agreed with him, and events moved
so quickly that the Government resigned in March,
President’s rule was imposed, and mid-term elections
were ordered. The result of his campaign was when
candidates names were finalised many names that were
housechold words in Orissa were not even in the list
of candidates. But, having secured the loyalty of his
party, he became aware of the new threat arising inside
it—and this resulted in his remark that some Congress-
men themselves were the ““ cancer ” of the Congress.

Though few of words, 1 could read the determination
on Mr. Patnaik’s face to operate in such a way as to
get the maximum number of seats possible for the
Congress. It is now more than clear that he did not
have the support of the Mahatab group, but whatever
it is, wherever he went during the electioneering tour
he made clear to everyone who is the new master in
Orissa. His main object was to ensure a strong and
stable Government in a State where communications
are poor and where lakhs of villagers have had to flee
at times of flood to escape its depredations. For this
he wanted to crush the Parishad which was characterised
by Mr. Nehru, Mr. Morarji Desai, and other top Con-
gress leaders as a ““feudal ” organisation.

Attitude of Adivasis

An ace pilot himself, Mr. Patnaik went to different
places in his own plane, and was greeted by the people
as a “super-Maharaja ”. Though this embarrassed
him, it got him a lot of votes, as he himself admitted.
Agricultural development, industries, drinking water,
tiled houses, better education............ these promises
were as strong drawing cards as his personal popularity.
And since his popularity was based on his reputation
as an industrialist, it was perhaps inevitable that he
should proclaim his intention, if returned to power,
to start industries in every panchayat Samiti. He
argued that there is a widespread demand for such a
move,

The main rival of the Congress was the Parishad,
and when I reached Cuttack about the middle of May,
both sides were certain of a working majority in the
new Assembly, and both professed uncertainty about
how the losing side will take defeat. The election
campaign started in full swing only very late. Posters
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appeared throughout the State displaying prominently
the photographs of candidates and their election symbols
and the ideals for which they stood. I toured the,
coastal districts of Puri, Balasore and Mayurbhanj
and also a few of the ex-princely arcas, chiefly Dhen:
kanal. Particularly in some of the former Hprincely
areas, 1 found the hostility to the Congress rather
pronour}ced. As a people, the Orissa tribes are noted
fqr their conservative outlook, The State has the
highest percentage of tribal population—about 25 per
cent of the total of 17 million according to the 1961
census.  In some places, the Adivasi vote was a protest
a.gz'xmst the Congress incapacity to check the cost of
!wmg. And such is the distrust of the tribal people
i Congressmen’s propaganda that the ex-Rajas told
the votf:rs. “Don’t you believe these people ; the
always indulge in tall talk of Congress achievc’ment)s/
a.nd welfare of the people.” These tribal people know
little of their rights and privileges under the Constit
tion, but so long as they rememb -
of the Raja of Bolangir or for tha
Raja, they will vote for his descen
anyone else. It has to be said
ex-Rajas that they exce! in silent o
talking less and doing more.

er the administration
t matter of any other
dant in preference to
to the credit of the
rganisational work—
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Lively Campaign .+ . o l
The campaign preceding polling was the liveliest
in the State’s history, and surpassed that in other Statés
in ingenuity and out of ordinary practices. In Karanjia
constituency, Mayurbhanj district, " an indépendent
candidate argued that if the electorate voted for him
they could get work from him even by pulling his ears.
When he moved from village to village, the rehearsal
of pulling of ears aroused great curiosity. People
used to assemble around him and from among them he
selected two and asked each of them to pull his ears
and make him sit down or stan:l up. One Congress
leader, who had devoted his time to Sarvodaya work,
went round in a cycle making impromptu speeches.
In Cuttack city and a few other places, candidates
engaged duet singers who went about in carriages either
drawn by bullocks or horses. Between verse and music
there were questions and answers which contained very

" deft insinuations. In one constituency, a candidate hit

upon a way to run down his rival known for his invest-
ment at exorbitant rates of interest. Some of his
former borrowers signed a poster and displayed it
in public. But the use of words like lame fellow,
drunkard, and questions like wherefrom a particular
candidate’s wife had earned money, facked in taste.
The electioneering revealed some of the real political
and social forces at work.

Shocks and Surprises

Why did the electorate act differently from the past?
Evidently, they must have come to the realisation that
continued political stalemate would affect their interests,
and that, despite its failings, Congress alone had a fairly
good programme of action and the opposition parties
had really nothing to offer.

In effect, Congress derived the maximum advantage
from the failure of the opponents to form an electoral
alliance. Tt absorbed all the losses of the P.S.P. and
the C.P.I. The Parishad suffered the heaviest loss—
from 51 seats in 1957 its strength was reduced to 37,
C.P.1. from 9 to 4, and P.S.P. 10, one less than in
1957. All except one of the 20 seats which the Parishad
lost went to the Congress, but it (Parishad) reduced
net loss to 14 by gaining 6 seats. Though the Congress
failed to keep as many as 16 of the seats it won in 1957,
it wrested 7 from the P.S.P. and ¢ from C.PlL
The opposition parties, strangely and surprisingly
enough, fared disastrously in those areas where they
were strongest and sure to win. The C.P.I. suffered
the humiliation of defeat of all its nine sitting members
in the dissolved Assembly, though, in an unexpected
way, it got four new seats. All top P.S.P. leaders were
defeated in constituencies which were traditionally
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theirs since 1952, but, like the C.P.1, it gained a few
seats elsewhere.

No less notable has been the defeat of smaller parties
like the Jharkand which had complicated the State’s
politics by winning a few seats in 1957. In fact this
party, with a strength of five, arrogated to itself the
position of a dictator in the worst = ys of political
instability in 1959. Of 191 independents, only seven
were returned. Though the results were thus full of
shocks and surprises to all, it is likely the  patriotic
revulsion ” occasioned by C.P.I.’s attitude towards the
Sino-Indian problem, as also the erstwhile govern-
ment's “ many lapses ™ influenced the voting.

it has been said that tiie Parishad lost heavily in the
elections, What is pertinent to remember is that it
lost only in the peripheral constituencies of Sambalpur,
Koraput, and Mayurbhanj—areas which it annexed
in 1957. The Parishad’s base remains intact—only its
further inroads into other areas in 1957 and 1961 have
been checked. That the Parishad enjoys support of
a sizable electorate cannot be disputed. it has shown a
remarkable ability to retain its strength in two districts--
Bolangir and Kalahandi—in the three elections since
1952.

Patnaik’s Task

Mr. Patnaik’s intentions are good. He expended
a lot of time and energy to persuade the people to go
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to the polling booths because the majority of them
illiterate and ignorant, have little interest in politics.
Dissensions within the Congress had sapped its vigour,
and now for the first time since Independence he has
put the Congress House in order.

After assuming charge as Chief Minister on June 23,
Mr. Patnaik took great care to outlinc a new method
of working that he would adopt. He has already stopped
payment of allowances to relatives and family members
of former rulers in the State. These allowances were
first withdrawn by the Congress Government headed
by Mr. Mah.tab in 1957, but were_restored after the
Congress-Parishad coalition came into power in May
1959. Mr. Patnaik has made it clear he would not
govern on routine lines, but seek everybody’s help to
put industrially backward Orissa in the forefront of
all States. He has a dual challenge and responsibility—
to clean the administrative machinery and to increase
the pace of the State’s industrialisation. This is the
case which if I have understood him correctly he would
like to undertake. Should he fail to produce a stable
administration, voters may conclude that there is no real
alternative to coalition and vote for them in large
numbers when next called upon.

What Orissa needs is ample opportunities of employ-
ment for its population, and resources to develop its
natural wealth. It is to this task the new Government
in the State should address itself.

BROADWAY TIMES 7



AID AND MAMMOTH ERRORS

BY
POTHAN JOSEPH

The outlay on the Third Five-Year Plan has yet to be
finalised despite the periodical consultations of National
Development Council and the recommendations of the
Planning Commission. The commonplace view that
projects and resources should tally has been discarded
and an element 6f speculation has been absorbed into
the mighty adventure as part of its design. If there is
anything that can be called the Nehru Doctrine in
Economics and Planning, it is the assertion that both
ends and means should remain flexible, and that we
should be so emotionally worked up—** flaming >
with enthusiasm—as to welcome the sacrifices involved
in the march towards a Welfare State. For orthodox
principles of Economics he has no use and the Prime
Minister identifies critics with primitive reactionaries
on clectioneering prowl. Whenever some disinterested
foreigner, after the inspection of works, remarked that
In’ia’s schemes were “ ambitioys 7, with a hint of

“c.ution in ventures, Pandit Jawaharlal would flare up
and proclaim that his purposes were deliberately
ambitious and that it was not open to any foreigner
to place limits to India’s upliftment. Advice was
smothered. Noticing this sensitiveness, friends abroad
have of late been tactfully inclined to speak in praise
of past performance as they channel out grants and
loans to India. The Aid India Club which early in
June specified the amounts they could advance to
india finally came to an estimate, and in fixing the amount
of more than 2000 million dollars for the Third Five-
Year Plan they attached to the offer a chit to the effect
that India had in the past utilised foreign funds efficiently
and economically. For Pandit Jawahcrlal Nehru this
tribute must have been more exciting than the liberal
offer of foreign aid in diverse forms, He could turn
on his critics at home and put it to them how they could
think of finding fault with the public sector or even
dream of his Government having been guilty of improvi-
dent mistakes when the experts of Five Big Powers,
the World Bank and the International Development
Fund were all at one in hailing the achievements of his
Government. That Indian economists deplore flaws
in the drift of reckless spending, profligate patronage
and deficit financing is not of consequence to the Prime
Minister as long as his triumphs are internationally
applauded, a course diplomatically made by observers

in the full awareness of his receptivity to  foreign
praise.

8
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Actually, in addition to the compliments, there is
a change of attitude in the United States after the advent
of the Kennedy Administration. Mr. Nehru in his
private correspondence ha i asked for firm specifications
to cope with the liabilities of the Third Five Year Plan
with its pre-determined physical targets. On the issue
of partnerships in the private sector, India had long ago
yielded, quite wisely too, instead of harping on the
hackneyed theme of “aid without strings . Casting
aside p .obias, India opted for “ mixed economy ” and
the Prime Minister himself recently declared that State
ownership in the public sector did not necessarily mean
the socialistic pattern of society. Though the founda-
tional doctrine that nothing is available in this imperfect
world for nothing, at all, remains intact, there is
a variation in approach in what we may call the Kennedy-
Galbraith Thesis. It is a projection of Harvard Econo-
mics and of bold statesmanship. Briefly it means that
for undeveloped countries, subsidies and doles meti-
culously calculated are not of much value ; in fact
uncertainties infuse the spirit of tension and diffidence.
This thesis has, emerging from it, a programme-merit
of vital importance. Instead of piecemeal donations
for a power-scheme here or a fertiliser-factory there,
which take years to mature, the current idea is more
towards underwriting the Plan as a whole subject of
course to errors and omissions unforeseeable at the time
of estimates. Terms like inflation and deficit financing
which disfigured India’s budget statements in the past
are not found in the latest hand-outs in Planning
literature, although it is quite possible that in confi-
dencc members of the Foreign Aid Consortium could

render advice about splits in the internal economy of the
State.

In the recent survey of Planning, the intention to
upgrade investments rather than to trim down outlay,
is clear as crystal ; but at the same time the perspective
Planning Division has stressed the need of a Price
Stabilization Committee in order to inspire confidence
as much at home as abroad. According to the June
¢;timate, resources for a programme outlay of Rs. 8,450
crores are the commitment. Finance Minister Morarji
Desai entered his cavear on the frequent revision of
estimates and projects, but so buoyant is the mood of
State Ministries that he had to yield to the optimistic
forecasts of the spokesmen from Madras and Rajasthan
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who held that more provincial funds could be ral's€d
by progressive taxation and strenuous local borrowmgi
The other members of the National Development Counci
could not demur, though in their latest State-budgets
there were only two which appear out of the éedt a:lsl
against the other fourteen which demanded 1en r
subvention, to give them at least a facade of solvency
in offering State loans.

We may observe that the Harvard Doc'trine of longl-l
term advances is being applied to Paklst.an as we
where, at the moment of writing, the Aid Pak1§tan
Club is busy with parallel projef:t.s. Consortium
denotes economic partnership, its. political counterp:;)rt
being Condomnium which sigmﬁes a t.al'ce-over Sy
creditors as in the story of Egypt 1n Khedman‘ arrearb .
But such miscarriages and measures of retrxev‘al thy
physical possession are things of the pa§t ;'and]]lijndz
development of Welfare States we may dismiss a jnce
of mortgage-conception. Granting thgt t.he? :m;:al
of co-prosperity is favourable, we havg in India to :
with a number of Mammoth Errors in our econ‘?I]T;i
appraisals to make our efforts a success in the g
Leap.” ;

During Hitler's time, propaganda _was supbpo:;a1e
to start with the ““ Big Lie 7, bqt »Yhat 1s meant yrity
“Big Leap , is pre-figured in China’s effort at p\'ocs);sJeect
through a regimented economy. Such a pl{ i}; até
the democratic process in Ind'xa is pledged to e im e e
however much some of our junior exponents ‘of Sc:jcna_ :;Se .
may prattle in the language of co-operatives ;alxl :
of individual incentive. The first mamrfloth a a(}i'
stems from the callow assumption ‘fhat durmg a Pertl)(l)e
of tremendous advance high prices are inevita thé
This presumption should be shum?ed alm}\(/}Pg‘ht el:-lto]d
Economic Survey of 1960-61 the Finance m:is T told
Parliament that economic boom‘ was bl(:un tate(:n o
accompanied by a spiralling of .pnces. . The s‘T ement
looks plausible, but the experxe;c;geo ) :mrr::l.i (J;ts o

i in prosperous stri
:(s):erzir:)i n\?V:st Gegmalrl)y,' Canada, Italy, Francfe axl:
Japan reveal statistics proving the error of the Finan
Minister’s claim. |

After West Germany’s revival. the national ;;\ccl)r;e
rose at the rate of over 129 but prices :reep(?d up ﬁ ct‘i):
In Japan likewise rise in prices was 2% v.vhxls.t prof :2(7
vity leapt to 13%. Now in India thf: prlcl:;:-rlse '(x)xcreas;
during six years is sought to pe explfuned y an :‘ ncrease
in output which even in the 1nflus;t:ll':1;lset<‘:lt;);01:er el

inst the slump in agricu over. 1
:;s(a?f: 1101; high priceg moving in concert thh1 roaring
economic expansion is Mammoth Error No. 1.

The second fallacy against which_autl}ority shé)tult(i
be on national guard is that agencies like the Sta
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Trading Corporation and the officers for enforcement
of licence systems are indispensable in our foreign
transactions. When the stunt of the State Trading
Corporation was launched, the excuse was that in our
endeavour to increase trade with Communistic countries
it was necessary to quote on behalf of India as a whole
through a single Corporation. Under this guise, the
State Trading Corporation has in its grip more than
forty commodities ; but in reality the expl.anation is
a myth ; and the technique of State—Bart&‘rr is not _part
and parcel of commerce with Communistic nations.
Recently Mr. G. D. Birla contributed two articles tp
the papers after his return from a ten-day trade visit
to Moscow. Far from indulging in any praise about
international-barter, he gives interesting accounts of
* Business as usual”’. When he was there a British
Trade Exhibition was in progress, and thanks to the
individual negotiations of British commercial agents
the whole stock was cleared by Russians purchasing
goods (in lots, large and small) and entering into long-
term contracts for the overseas exchange of goods.
British trade is not conducted on the State Trading
Corporation basis and firms devoted to the manufacture
of different products pursue their own methods of
transhipment and payment which in themselves are not
difficult in this modern world of international banking
and transport, irrespective of national ideology. What
we want is more enterprise and a free hand so that cult
of State-ownership could give way to individual entf:r-
prise. There is no use encumbering_ ourselves with
sophisticated dicta when we are seeking method‘s'of
increasing productivity and not merely generalising
on the equal distribution of unproduced wealth.

The Taxation Enquiry Committee whose report
the Government approved, expresses the aspiration
that the ceiling to an individual citizen’s wealth should
not exceed thirty times the average annual income of
an Indian family. Were 1 a faddist, | would ask that
even such a difference should be pulverized and wet-
floored for the erection of absolute egalitarianism. But
what is the good when the vision of piled commodities
without reality is induced by mesmerics?

Recently a sensation was created among economic
thinkers in the West by the publication of a book named
Prosperity Through Competition by Ludwig Erhar.d,
Vice-Chancellor and Minister of Economic Affairs
of the German Federal Republic in which he gives a
factual account of the roaring success of West Germany
since 1953. He himself is a hard-headed self-taught
politician and economist. As trustee for German'y‘s
industrial progress, he stood for individual enterpn.se,
giving a chance to every German to invest his capital
in business according to his choice and follow the
principles of simple trade. He fought propositions
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St:ate‘ Enterprise and Utopian Economics. His
escription worked so well that the West German
_:deral Republic is a marvellous success as compared
ith East Cfermany where what is called * Socialistic
>onomy ” is supposed to be in full swing, with paltry
sults.. West Germany today is the envy of many
untries except, of course, Japan which has also created
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a high-class economy out of the rui
World War. uins of the Second

We in India for a start have now capital analogous
to ma.rshall Aid, but we have still to discard text-book
fanta}sws so that such resources could be applied for
maximum productivity—without Mammoth Errors.
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HOUSING SCHEMES OF THE STATE AND UNION

GOVERNMENTS

BY

D. GNANAOLIVU, M.A,, LA.S.,

.(Chairman, State Housing Board, M adras)

About the very impertart problem of housing, Sri D. Gnana
State Houcine Board (of which he is the chairman) is doing and sol.

effort to solve the ever increasing demand Jor *shelter.’

The vecent proposal of the Union Minister, Mr. Nan
programmes in the different States of India emphasises t
sphere of housing.—Ed.

At the outset, I may point out that the primary need

.of the pcople, after ““ food ’, comes « shelter ”, and then

“ clothing”. Some people give second priority to
clothing, but, generally, housing gets the second place
with a large majority of citizens, food being first. Even
at the recent All-India Housing Ministers’ Conference
held at Udaipur, which 1 attended as a representative
of our Housing Minister, State Ministers in charge of
Housing were of this view.

It is usually agreed that, due mainly to lack of finance,
in the First and Seccond Five-Year Plans, adequate
attention was not given to the problem of housiog.
This view was put forth unanimously by all the State
Housing Ministers at the above Conference. The
housing programme got going late in the First Plan,
and, in the Second Plan, more funds were given for
housing under more categories. In the Third Plan,
1961-1966, something more is being provided, but not
to the extent necessary for all the people—again due
to lack of resources. That is the general opinion. We
are aiming at somcthing more in the Third Plan, but
still we will not be able to touch the frings of the
problem, which is stupendous as well as complex.

Housing consists of various aspects. You caniot
survive only with clothing, but you can sarvive without
clothing inside a housc ! Housing, with reference to
implementation, requires long-range planning. Secondly
he necessary materials, which constitute

we must have t i
We must have bricks,

an important factor in housing.
steel, cement, timber, sand, ete. Bricks, timber, and
cement constitnte very important materials to Huild
even a small tenement. And we require ordinary
coolies, and ski''=4 workers su~h as carpeaters and
blacksmiths. So far as materials are concerned, the
position is becoming casier. With our production
of steel coing ahead, the supply may increase consider-
ably in a year or two, though the prices may go up.
For timber, we are still depending on Burma, etc., when
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olivu in this article gives an cxplination of what tie Madras

icits the help of the Private Sector to make an all-out

da to establish a Central Housing Corpo-atian to co ordinite housing
he need for a united effort from all Sections of the public in the

our own timber is also available. The prices of bricks
are in a fluctuating condition. The human element also
is there, in these aspects.

At present, we have only short-term planning in our
housing programme. We must also have long-term
town planning side by side. We must have roads and
other amenities, as wall as schools for which there is
a ratio according to the number of children. Heace
we must have long-raage planning for all such things.
Further, we must demarcate various areas to taxz in
buildings for residential purposes, for housing ofices,
for schools, for hospitals, and for shups, ctc. Tae
Governmeaat are trying to do their best.  But the Govern-
ment itself cannot do much, whea the over-all problcm
is of such magnituds. Many peonle hink that the
Government-sponsored schemes or the Governmeat-
spoasorcd 5o-operative societies caa tackle the housing
problem by themselves throughout the whole of ladia.
But it will be impossible. The number of houszs are
no doubt increasing, but, not fast cuduzh to catch up
with thz increases in poputation.  Hanse, in this regard
also tie private sector has to Jily aa important role.

The position is almost a passimistic one.  Statistics
show that our popalation increase is more thaa our
achizvement in the building of n3w nouses. St K, .
Reddi, the Union Housing Minister, said receatly
that we have to do our best, evel thouzh the circum-
stances are not very propitious. t least for the next
10 to 15 years, let us all do our utmdst. Of courss,
lack of finince and materials and many other difficultics
arise, aad the Governmeat-sponsored agncies alone
cannot meet the fast-growinz demand for houses.
With all the fands under the Fivs-Yzar Piais availadle
with Government, the efforts which public agencies
such as the City Improvemeni Trast, the Co-opciative
Dzpartment, the Public Works Depaitincai, and tae
Madras Corporation, and agencies dircctly assisted by
the Government of India, are all doing their best.  You
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Mmust 10T uunk that the Government should always
come to the help of everybody for everything. The
private sector should also play a very large part under
housing. Taking the contributions of the private
sector and of the Government, State or Union, and of
all housing agencies, my point is that the effort is still
far from adequate. For instance, originally, for the
Second Plan, Rs. 120 crores were set apart for Housing.
Then, as you may be aware, we failed to get anticipated
assistanice from outside, and so the Plan was cut down.
The allotment for Housing, therefore, was also reduced
to Rs. 84 crores. The City Improvement Trust, the
Corporation, and the State Government protested
against this cut. But, on the contrary, till to-day,
only Rs. 73 crores have been spent in all the States,
and, by the end of March 1961, we expect to spend only
Rs. 6 crores more ! Hence, even out of the limited
allotment made, with all the difficulties and for various
reasons, the entire allotment could not be spent ! That
is the main problem. I would like you, therefore, to
begr in mind that the Government cannot do every-
thing by themselves.  The private sector and all citizens
should also come forward to co-operate, and help in
all possible ways.

Next, I would like to tell you something about the
sys¥em available in our country, in regard to giving
assistance for housing programme. In America, the
system of giving governmental assistance is quite
different. I happened to observe this when I visited
the United States three years back. There, they refused
to subsidise ; only loans are being granted, and that
100 on a short-term basis. The Federal Government
there give loans, and get them back in two or three
years, by :hen the local agency completes the houses
sho.ws them to the public, and rajses a loan on long—terrr;
basis from the local market to repay the federal loan.
But‘ our system is, we give g part as subsidy, and a
major part as loan which can be returned in 20, 25 or
30 years. This means that more Union and, State
Government money is locked up in Schemes for 20,

25 or 30 years. So you must keep this point also before
you.

There are vfwrious schemes, through which the Govern-
ment are trying to push up the housing programme
and they are classified as * plan ™ schemes and “ non:
plan ™ .schemes. Under plan schemes we have six
categories. I shall briefly indicate them now.

The Housing Programme began in Madras aboyt
seven years back, and, even before that, the Gandhj-
nagar and Aiyanapuram House Zuilding Co-operative
Societies, and the City Improvement Trust (started in

1946), were engaged in house constructi .
h on w
the Madras City. orks in

12

(1) Village Housing Projects : According to the
request of the Union Government, all village housing
schemes have been sponsored. There are lakhs of
villages in India. Actually, the condition in most of
the villages, and as far as a few slums in city are concerned
are very bad. There may not be necessary water and
drainage schemes. But still, the need for housing
has become necessary. The Central Government
allocated Rs. 70 lakhs for this. The decision as to
who should execute the works—whether the Executive
Engineer or the Superintending Engineer—has eaten
up a good part of the time. And this has resulted
in our not being able to spend Rs. 70 lakhs. The
Village Housing Project Scheme is purely on loans ;
but along with that we have our own terms. Under
this scheme, financial assistance is given in the shape of
long-term loans to villagers, equal to 50 per cent of the
cost of construction subject to maximum of Rs. 1,500
per house, and a subsidy equal to 50 per cent of the
cost. We have touched about 140 villages, and only
400 houses have been completed. The policy of the
Union Government, (if they want to give subsidy), will
require some return for the money they give by way of
income-tax, from their wages, through their employees.
Therefore, they refuse to give subsidy to the ordinary
villagers, from whom (if they are industrial workers)
much return can be expected through their employers.
Hence only loan assistance is being given for the present
to villagers.

(2) Subsidised Industrial Housing Scheme : This is
meant for industrial workers and labourers within the
purview of the Factory Act, and so is an important
sector. The scheme is to make a worker more comfort-
able, and to draw out the maximum from him, so that
the output of the factory will get increased. This
scheme falls under three categories, viz.,—

(i) Government building projects, for which
50 per cent of the cost is received as subsidy,
and 50 per cent as loan from the Government
of India ;

(i) Co-operative sector : Under this programme,
workers themselves form co-operative socie-
ties, and build houses on their own. The
cost for this is met as 65 per cent loan, and
25 per cent subsidy from the Government
of India, and the balance of 10 per cent has
to be borne by the workers themselves,
if need be out of their Provident Fund
accumulations ; and

(iii) Private employers’ sector : In this category,
big factories and mills, who want to provide
housing facilities for their employees, build
houses. For this, they will get 50 per cent
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. parks, playgrounds,

of the cost as loan, and 25 per cent as subsidy
from the Central Government and the
balance of 25 per cent of the cost will have
to be met by the employers themselves. The
progress under this scheme was poor, but
is much better now.

(3) Low-income Group Housing Scheme : This is
a Plan Scheme, and is intended to help the low-income
group people, whose income range is between Rs. 175
to 500 a month, to build houses. The cost of the house
should not exceed Rs. 8,000. This is the most popu}ar
of the Plan’s Housing schemes sponsored by the Union
Government. The scheme is implemented in this Sta}te
through—(1) Co-operative ~Societies, (2) the City
Improvement Trust, (3) the Corporation of Madras, and
(4) Local Bodies in the mofussil.

Originally, we had planned to spend only Rs. 140
lakhs to build 8,000 houses in the Second Plan under
this category. But, we are going to spend by the end
of March 1961, Rs. 208 lakhs, thus increasing the number
of houses to be built to 10,000. This is purely a loan

scheme, and the money is made available from Govern-

ment..

We have a scheme to acquire lands in bulk around
Madras City, to develop Neighbour.hoods, and to
distribute the developed house sites in them among
low-income people. But our people tod.ay refuse
to cover even a short distance daily from their place of
residence to their place of work? This is another

problem. o

(4) Plantation Labour Housing Scfleme : This is a
Centrally-assisted scheme, and designed to prov.xde
small houses for the resident wo.rl'(ers of p!antatnon
This is popular in the Nilgirs and Coimbatore

In the Second Flan, out of a target of 155
107 houses have so

area.
districts.
houses costing about Rs. 3.5 lakhs,
far been completed. o
(5) Land Acquisition and Development Scheme.. .T'hls
important scheme contemplates large-scale ac.q.uxsnlon
and composite development of lan_ds, to be utll‘lsed for
slum clearance and all other housing sc_hemes in large
cities. In Madras, itis pro_posed to acquire axld devc?lc?p
two large blocks of lands in “ West Mad.ras (t/?rr;njl:;
karai) and “ North Madras ”* (Vyasarpadi), each abo
1.000 acres in extent, ata total cost of about“Rs. 2 }ci;ores:
a,nd develop them for another Rs.2crores as Neig ! oudrS
ho ds’ with all amenities. Two more Nexghbourv ood
at Urur and Kodambakkam have since been sapctxogetc;
Apart from the socialistic patt'ern aspect, vlvﬂe) mtleln d
mix up people of various type§ in these Nelgd. our ories,
and give them amenities like schools,_ ispensaries,
shopping centres, lighting, water

supply (perhaps from wells) and septic tank latrines.

(6) Slum Improvement{Clearance Scheme : This is a
plan scheme. The Government of India, the State
Government, and all political parties are much
interested in pushing through this scheme. The scheme
contemplates providing small tenements, or open
developed plots (lease rent Rs. 3 per month) for the
slum dwellers. We provide in the latter scheme a
plinth and common amenities, and give bamboos,
thatch, earth, and R.C. ventilators—all costing Rs. 125.
When a family under rehabilitation finishes its hut with
its own labour, it will be paid Rs. 25 cash. Pucca F.O.
or S.T. latrines and bathroom (maintained by the Housing
agency) are also given to each family. For the
tenements, which are not very popular (also maintained
at the cost of the agency), the subsidised rent is Rs. 10
per month, though the economic rent will figure up to

Rs. 25 p.m.

(7) Rental Housing Scheme : This is a mnon-Plan
scheme, formulated for enabling the State Government
to construct houses for being let out to their low-paid
employees on rent. The Life Insurance Corporation
is financing this scheme also, and the loans advanged
under this are repayable by the State in 20 years with
interest. The scheme is proposed to be implemented
through the Public Works Department, and the City
Improvement Trust, (future State Housing Board).

(8) Middle Income-Group Housing Scheme : .Th'is
is a non-Plan scheme, and is to benefit persons within
the income range of Rs. 6,000 to Rs. 12,000 per annum.
Again, the funds are from the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration.

9 and (10) Co-operative Housing Scheme in Urban
and Rural Areas: These are non-Plan schemes entirely
financed from State Funds. Under these schemes,
housing societies are organised in urban and rural areas
for construction of houses for those who do not own

houses.

In Madras City, the City Improvement Trust (started
in 1946), is carrying out various housing programmes.
Apart from the above schemes, the State Governme:nt
are spending annually about Rs. 75 lakhs for Police
Housing, the funds for which are another loan from the

Union Government.

There are also the departmental housing scheme
such as houses for Transport workers, Government

Press workers, etc.

With all these great and sustained efforts, still the
problem of housing is only touched, and continpes
unsolved. Therefore, we have always to bear in mind
that next to food production, the second priority should
be given by all of us for housing programmes.
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SMILE-A-WHILFE

1. Good choices—The foliowing note was found
among the effects of a busincssman after his death. He
had long been known for his frequent lapses into
bankruptey -

“1 hereby name the following six bankers to be
my pall-bearers. Since they have carried me for so
long during my lifetime, they might as well finish the
job now.”

#* *

2. Versatile—A Gl visiting 2 country town went
into the local barbershop for a shave. The barber
made severzl slips with the razor. and each time he would
paste a smail piece of paper over the cut to stop the

bleeding. When the operation was over the victim
handed the barber a dollar.

“Kcep the change,” he said. “1It’s worth a
dollar to bu shaved by so versatile an artist. Why, you're
a barber, tutcher, and paperhanger ail in one !

* *

3. The truth—“ Johnson says he is in close touch
with the heads of several big concerns.”

“ Yes—he's a barber.”
* *

4. Slighily mixed up—The Bible teacher explained
that the cities Dan and Beersheba were located, one in

the southern part of Palestine and the other' in the
rorthern part.

“Are they cities?” inquired a member of the
class. “I always thought that Dan and Beersheba
were husband and wife, like Sodom and Gomorrah.”

* *

5. The easicst way—At a party in London a newly
rich woman was sitting beside the wife of a labour
leader. The former began to talk about her jewellery.
“I clean my diamonds with ammonia,” she said, ** my
rubies with Bordeaux wine, and my emeralds with
Danzig brandy, and my sapphires with fresh miik.”

“Oh, 1 don’t clean mine,” said the labour

leader’s wife. “ When they get dirty I just throw
them away.”

* L]
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6. ‘G‘ivc us a chance—When Booth Tarkington
was visiting Naples he was present

h at an eruption on
Vesuvius.

“You haven’t anything [ike that in Amcrica,
have you?” asked an T:afjan friend with pride.

“ No, we haven’t,” replied Tarkington, “ but
we've got Niagara Falls that would put the blo

° ' i oming
thing out in five minutes.”

7. The place to be—The old preacher said, “ I would
like to scc all the parties, all the amusements, all the
clubs and everything that goes with them thrown into
the river.”” And then closing the services, he said,
*“ Brethren, let us now sing, “ Shall We Gather at the
River?”

* *

8. Very easily understood —When M. Cambon
was French Ambassador to thic United States he visited
Chicago and was shown the sights of the city by the
Mayor. The ambassador expressed his thanks for
the Mayor's kindness. “ But,” hc added, “ I'm sorry
to cockroach on your time.”

“Ah”, answered the Mayor, “don't think of
that.” But you don’t mcan cockroach ; it is encroach
you mean.”

“Oh s it? I sece—a diflcrence of Genceor.”

* *

9. A bit twisted—a dean of women at a large co-
educational college began an important announcement
to the student body as follows : “ The president of
the college and I have decided to stop necking on the
campus.”

Met by a gale of laughter, the good woman
continued, somewhat flustered :

“ Further, all the kissing that has been going on
under my nose must be stopped.”
* *

10.  Strict rule—A little boy on a bus was sniffing
and sneezing. An elderly woman sitting next to him
was plainly disturbed. After several disapproving
looks she finally said, * Boy, do you have a hanky?”

“Yes, Ma’am, but I'm not allowed to lend it to-

strangers.”
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INSURANCE, A PASSPORT TO A MORE

SECURE WORLD

BY
G. ZACHARIAH

The object of Insurance is to spread amongst many
the misfortunes of the few so that the loss falls more
lightly upon the whole ihan heavily upon the few.
The community as a whole pays for the losses incur‘red
by one of its members. In addition the protection
offered to businessmen, individuals, industrialists, etc.,
is valuable in helping Trade and Commerce to grow
and to reach colossal proportions. Without insurance
protection the economic growth and wealth of tl}e
countries in the whole world would have still been in
its infancy.

In the world nearly everyone is dependent upon
insurance protection in one way or another. People
insure their lives, both as a means of saving for the
future' and to make certain that their families are
provided for. The Householder insures his house,
the Motorist his car, the Farmer his cattle and crops.
the Industrialist his factory/ies and the goods he manu-
factures. This is not the end because many of these
goods will be sent to outside countries and bqth the
goods and the ships/planes which are the carner_s'of
the goods have to be covered by insurance. In addition
goods are carried by rail and/or lorry. 'In everyday
life and as part of everyday work and life therefore
insurance is a necessity. Without insurance the suddc::n
misfortunes of death, fire or accident. and the perils
of the sea could cause ruin to those without resourc;s
of their own and seriously halt the progress of our trade
throughout the world.

There are in the world several lakhs of peOple'employed
in the insurance business and they play a very important
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part in the commercial life of their count'ri,es. The
success of any business enterprise depends’so much
on the loyal service of each individual and‘more 50
insurance personnel who also render a valugble service
to their country. ' o

Throughout the world over Insurance Companies
are endeavouring to cater to the requirements of the
insurance public. With new risks due to 'the atomic
age more and newer types of cover are r¢qu'l;qd. Each
risk is carefully assessed and the correct premium charged
so as to enable the Insured not to feel the burden of
payment and at the same time to be abk; to avail of
the cover. It would be but fitting if the Insured would
accept these premiums as charges corr¢ctly'made for
services to be rendered. Premiums are usqauy based
on experience and include a small reserve for exceptional
losses plus a margin of profit. Most of thgsc reserves
eventually are invested in Industries some in .Govem-
ment Bonds etc., and are thereby made available. to
the trade again. In order therefore l.ﬂ‘.l{:lt_. Insurel.'s
should gain in strength and stability the insuring pul?hc
should extend their wholehearted co-operation by paying
their premiums promptly and withqut requesting for
discounts. Uneconomic premiums cven.tu_ally‘spell ruin.
It is to be remembered that the growth and increased
strength of the Insurance Company reﬂec?s apt'omatically
on your growth and strength and ultimately on the
country and trade as a whole.

)

If every individual could have the feeling that he or she
is fully covered against fortuitous and’ unforeseen
accidents we would be living in a more secure world.
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Inside India

AN ECONOMIC COMMENTARY

BY

PrOF. K. VASUDEVAN

India and the Common Market

In recent weeks there has been intensive heart searching
by Britain with regard to the question of joining the
Common Market. The Common Market refers to a
single market which was brought into existence on the
Ist January, 1959, by six western European countries
and the urge for European unity is the driving force
behind the experiment in the European Common Market.
At first Britain stood aloof because she cannot jump
into any scheme for European unification which will
throw away the age-long ties with the Commonwealth
countries. When Britain failed to get certain assurances
from the members of the Common Market she went on
to form her own block, a free trade area consisting of
seven countries which gave rise to the remark that
Europe was at sixes and sevens. Ina study on the place
of Britain in a scheme of economic integration, the
Economist Intelligent Unit of London observed that
‘fifteen years ago Britain was isolated from Europe.
Fifteen years hence it may be a part of Europe in a
manner unprecedented in modern times. It stands
Dow at a turning point.” In the past few weeks there
has been a move to make Britain take her place inside
the scaffold of the common market. At the same time
there are powerful parties who believe in the glory
of the empire and Britain’s leadership of the Common-
wealth and who loudly protest against Britain joining
the common market, They hold that if she joins the
common market she will become 2 Junior partner and
her voice with regard to international questions will
be a piping voice in wilderness. As it is Britain is
suffering from a complex due to the dominant position
of U.S.A. who at any rate will not openly cold shoulder
her because of past historical ties. As was observed
by the London Economist Intelligence Unit,” ‘U.K. has
seemed to be Mr. Facing~both-ways, looking towards
the Commonwealth and to Europe, not knowing
which road to take.” But it looks almost certain that
before the end of the year Britain would join the Com-
mon Market.

The Commonwealth countries are somewhat per-
turbed by the move of Britain. Britain is sending
one of her cabinet ministers to assure the Common-
wealth countries that trade between her and the Com-
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monwealth countries can flow ag before. But how far
Britain will succeed in getting concessions to help her
trade with countries like India and Canada remaing
to be seen.  In fact Canada has voiced forth the feelings

of other countries of Commonwealth when she says-
that before Britain could decide, she must convene g

conference of the Commonwealth countries who will
be affected by the decision.

So far as India is concerned, the decision of Britain.
to join the Common Market will have an adverse
implication. In the first place once Britain joins the
Common Market she must adopt the tariff followed
by the common market countries. For instance
after the merger of Britain with the Common Market,
she will have to impose the Common Market tariff
on imports of Indian tea into Britain. This will
reduce the exports of tea into Britain and this will be
very mear disastrous when at a time we are trying to
earn foreign exchange. It is observed that the coun-
tries exporting manufactures to the UK. fall into
two distinct groups. Canada on the one hand, India,

Hong Kong and Pakistan on the other. Of Britain’s-

total imports from the Commonwealth, less than 10%;

are accounted for by manufactures, but even this.

limited trade is of great significance for the exporting
countries. Though as was observed above, the Com-

mon Market tariff should worry countries like India,.

it is pointed by economic commentators that India,
Pakistan and Hong Kong should be worried more by
quotas rather than by tariffs. Sales of some of the
products of India on the continent are severely limited
by quantitative restrictions. It will be interesting in
this connection, to note, that last year’s German quota
for Indian sewing machines was thirty! Here is a

picture of what wil happen to India if Britain joins

the Common Market.

!

Good News

For a long time our plans were wobbling for want
of an assurance .of foreign ajd and the experience in
the past has shown that each year of the Plan was
marked with one crisis or another. - [t js heartening
to hear that the Third Plan has been assured of a good
start thanks to the promises of the six countries of the
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-Aid-to-India Club and the World Bank. This would
‘1ot have been possible but for the great initiative taken
by U.S.A. who came forward with an offer of one
‘billion dollars for the first two years of the Plan, if
.other aiding countries, would subscribe an equal
.amount. Some of the countires like West Geltmax}y
and Japan have been persuaded to step up their aid

-amount. It is estimated that the aid promised amounts

to 409/ of the total. The details of the terms of the
loans have not been finalised. But we can be sure
that the loans will be influenced by the new approach
announced by the American President Kennedy. It
-is hoped that the rate of interest that will be cllmarged
will be on the low side. Further one factor in the
foreign aid was proving a big block and that rel.ated
to the condition that the loans granted by the various

-countries should be spent in the respective countries.

That is we were offered what was termed a ‘tied’
‘loan. Whether the conditions that will relate to the
new loans will be as rigid as the old loans with rc.agard
‘to the ‘tied’ clause remains to be seen. But if we
read the recent pronouncements of Ambassador,
~Galbraith aright, we can expect a flexible loan from the
members of the Aid-India-Club.

While- we must feel elated at the constructive intefeft
-shown by friends of India we must take note of Indla.s
mounting foreign debt. The Reserve B'a'nk of Ind.xa
periodically presents the foreign debt‘, position of In(.il?..
“The latest survey indicates that since 1955, India’s
foreign liabilities have nearly trebled while assets. stand
reduced to half. From Rs, 714 crores in l9§5, it rose
to Rs. 1,914 crores in 1960. Assets Wh.ICh stoed
Rs, 1,226 crores, fell to Rs. 641 crores. India bf:came
.debtor in 1957. The increased liab'i]mes was dlregtly
.due to the plan expenditure. While we are ge;tmg
sufficient foreign aid for the third plan, it has ;en
realised that she should be prepared to s_tep up her
.export so that not only she will have‘ sufficient forellgn
.exchange to pay for maintenance nnports' but. asc:
.can repay the foreign debt. E.xport prqmou?n 1% nlg
.an easy programme. Even in countries like b 1.
.with their efficiency in producthn, they are not able
‘to maintain their exports for, thc_:lr cost of prod;ciltorils,
js not competitive enough. It is true every e od al
being made to step up export. T he recent sugarbeut
with U.S.A. under which America will import a (t)h
two and a half million tons of suggr underlines :
importance of the export promotion. The suga
.deal also offers a warning. While we can earn dollars
by exporting sugar, since the price of sugar ﬁ‘ls no;
competitive in the American market the cg erir;;-
in price is being borne by the State -T ra.dmgf orp >
tion to the tune of Rs. 44 crores. This kind o arrar;g
meat cannot work in the long run, because the loss
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resulting must be borne by us and this is not a health.y
way of earning foreign exchange. We haye‘ to take it
that the sugar export is an emergency measure and we
have to develop our export in commodities which
can stand competition in international markets.

Balanced Regional Growth ‘

As our Plan gathers momentum, one problem w?)ich
was submerged is coming to the surface, ‘The v?mous
regions of the country are not developm.g, without
exposing the disparities in regional economic develop-
ment. It is true that the regions are not equa?ly
endowed with patural wealth in the form of matem.xl
and men. But when the country is developed, it
becomes the primary duty of the _planners, that the
various regions of the country receive adequate atten-
tion especially in the form of financial help, so t}¥at the
wealth of the region can be fully developed, in the
sense that they are put to the greatest benefit of the
people living in that region. The problen? of reglopal
economic differences was taken note of, in .the .Tlurd
Plan and two facets of the problem,.reducnon in the
regional disparities and special attention to the_ back-
ward areas within the country have been congc_le_red.
In recent months there have been plenty .of crnt?msn_ls
with regard to the dispersal of heavy mdustnes_ in
particular, in the various parts of the country. It is
difficult to lay down tests of backwardness, to assess,
whether a region is backward or not. Tests for !Je.zck-
wardness ultimately descend to the level of fictitious
claims, just as in the case of tests to find out whether
certain communities are\backward or not. ?n fact
it has become the fashion now to com'pete w-lth one
another to put forth their claim to establish their baf:k—
wardness. But in the economic field, any pandering
to the political pressure and acceptance of the back-
wardness of a particular region on slender grounds
will lead to a wastage of economic assets. * Balanced
economic development’, stated the Draft Outline of
the Third Plan, ‘ implies that the pattern of investment
is so devised that the potential of each region f9r
development is fully utilised and that disparities in
levels of living, particularly in respect of service like
education, water-supply and roads are progressively
reduced. It is stated that the State Government
usually throw the blame on the Central Gf)vemment
for the backwardness of their areas. But this will not
solve the problem. The example of Madras rpust be
an eye-opener to many States who are adoptmg.the
tactics of a petulant child. Madras State has realised
the utility of Industrial Estates and the proper planning
of technical education. The Centre has taken some
steps to help the States and as pointed out by Mr. Gul--
zarilal Nanda, in allocating financial help from the
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Centre, various criteria of disparities like low-income,
agricultiral production and its level, availability of
facilities like 'rdqu, schools and hospitals have been
‘taken into consideration. In fact the problem of
regional economic development has become more
important in the Third Plan and it is likely, regional
planning will be adopted, which quite apart rom its
economic importance will cement the unity of the
country which is slowly being challenged by fissiparous
political tendencies.

State Trading Corporation

The S.T.C. has been under continuous fire of criti-
cisms and recently a foreign body has gone into the
question of its working. The role of the S.T.C. in
the matter of export promotion need not be stressed.
The recent sugar deal with the U.S.A. and the accep-
tance of nearly. Rs. 4-crore loss on that account pin-
points the importance of the organisation in the sector
of foreign trade. Many of the criticisms are the out-
come of lack of experience and the art of export pro-
motion is essentially one of high level commercial
diplomacy which cannot be practised by all and sundry.
In fact persons well versed in the technique of human
relation should be at the helm of affairs, but in the
context of the rapid development of the country, it is
natural that the available talent in the country should
be spread very thin. It is stated in a foreign study of
the working of S.T.C. that the deterioration of India’s
trade during the last decade is the inevitable result of
circumstances beyond the Corporation’s control, in-
cluding fluctuations in the world demand and supply
position. But the report says that the Corporation
has further damaged India’s position by serious mis-
mapagement. In the final analysis, it is observed
that “the S.T.C. is neither to be praised for the growth
of Indian exports of iron ore nor blamed for the decline
in India’s share of world manganese ore €Xports ; it is
the beneficiary or the victim of circumstances ' One
or two suggestions have been made to make the S.T.C.
more useful. It is suggested that the Corporation
should: concentrate on large-scale transactions and
secondly the Corporation along with the existing civil
servants should appoint people who have first-hand
knowledge of the technical aspects of the busin
which Corporation is engaged. '

‘ We Want More °’ ‘

The States in India have begun to clamour for alloca-
tion of more funds to them by the Centre. The
Third Finance Commission has commenced its work
and the States feel unless they put forth their demand
in strong terms and in time, they may be overlooked
and hence there is some artificiality in the demand from
the States. But there is one trend which goes to show

€ss in
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that in the long run, the - States will succeed in getting
their pound .of flesh. There has been a progressive
increase in the size of federal payments to the States.
Some recent trends in the federal-State financial rela-
tionship are worth noting. In India the proportion
of State Governments’ expenditure to national income
increased from 3.9% in 1951-52 to 6.3% in 1955-56
and still further to 6.5% in 1960-61. Secondly, their
tax effort now forms a lower proportions of the total
fiscal cffort than in earlicr years. Thirdly the excise
revenucs are becoming increasingly important which
fact was recognised by the ‘'econd Finance Commission,
which said * that with taxes on income ceasing to be an
expanding source of revenue, it is obvious that any
further substantial devolution of revenue to the States
by sharing of taxes will have to come from Union
excises,” A problem which is creating some headache
to the Finance Commission is the reduction in the
income-tax revenue brought about by the abolition
of the grossing up procedure for dividends in the
1959-60 budget. The question is how best this defi-
ciency could be made up, so that the States. would not
feel that they have lost in a bargain which is not their
making.

Value of Money .

Today thanks to rapid economic development aqd
the ever increasing level of prices, even the layman 3s
sitting up and taking interest in a discussion on the
value of money. It was thought once that the
concept of value of money is a fertile field for endless
discussion by bespectacled and sombre looking econo-
mists. But this picture has been blurred and the
poison of inflation has made everyone try to under-
stand the monetary mechanism. Money is a device
invented by man to enable him to carry out his economic
activities. It can never be a substitute for the real
wealth of the country which is the resultant of the
effort of the community over a period of time. Thus
when we say a country is rich, it does not mean that,
the country can print more notes but there is a happy
union of men and material and the industry of people
of that country has afforded them greater variety of
worldly goods for their enjoyment. But this simple
fact is often forgotten and we meet with instances
where states since they possess the power of issuing
paper money, start with a nominal issue and thanks

to the teaching of some economists accelerate the:

process of issuing more paper currency till ultimately
people lose faith in the currency, and .there is a mad
rush to convert their currency holdings into something
real like houses, or gold or even old furniture. This
sends the price level up and once the currency is debased,
the economy is exposed to endless manipulation which
brings in its wake more trouble.
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The fail in the value of money is exp_re§sed s%ne-
times in terms of percentage of depreciation. hus

* in the monthly bulletin published by the First National

City Bank of New York the extent of d'epreciatxo'n in
the value of the currencies of 43 countries was given.
In that list India occupied a-not-too-bad a place. It
was said that the depreciation of the. currency which
means the fall in the value of rupee is nominal com-
pared to the fall in the value of money 1n f)tl@; counmt;s.
For example the annual rate of depreciation Over ; ‘ye
period 1950-60, will be only 2.1% compared to 3.9 7%
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in UK. 54% in France. We can congratulate
oursclves that this lew figure of q‘epreciatiq_n{ ;eﬂects:’g
sound monetary management. But like all, statis;tica_]
averages, the figure conceals 2 lot of hun}an‘ misety
undergone by the masses of India. Inflation is stil]
with us though we have of late realised t!lpt we nf.?ed
take for granted that inflation is inevitable in a growing
economy. But we are still in the stagf: of discussing
the problem. Let us hope that steps will be taken are
jong to do away with inflation.
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Personality Sketch

 ASHOKA MEHTA

; oy

‘KASHYAPA

The historic Avadi resolution of the Congress Party
not only proclaimed a new Epoch in Indian history,
but also froze the political future of many brilliant
.young men. Those who had voiced for some years a
Socialistic goal and found fault with the ruling party
for its * slowness ™ and Right Wing character, found
that overnight their clothes had been stolen, their
platform disintegrated, and their movement paralysed.
The Abou Ben Adem of this damnified group is un-
-doubtedly Ashoka Mehta. Had Avadi come later or
‘not at all, As..oka Mehta would have been a power in
the country today. As it is he is a respected member of
_Parliament, and one who will be recognised anywhere

" in.India, but not mobbed even in his own circle. He
has to use his own type of phraseology, reached his
apogee, and it will 12ke all his efforts and genius to stay
‘put there for some years more.

* *

Mehta’s forte (pardon me again, but whenever
1 think of him, his language also comes to my mind)
is his intellectualism. I would think twice before
calling him an intellectual ; but he is undoubtedly an
intellectualist, a distinction that is subtle but significant.
He is so obsessed with thought that he does not ‘hav.e
‘time to think. He has read so mu?h and so ln.dl'SCI'l-
minately on most - subjects, particularly socialism,
.and his head is so full of ideas that they gush f_orth
in a torrent, stumbling over on¢ another. He is a
walking encyclopedia, but must be used as z'an.encyclo-
‘pedia is. In an active and powerful Socialist party
he would have been a valuable asset. But in an
organisation that is still to capture the imagination of
the masses, his role is limited.

*

Ashoka Mehta has an impressive record of struggle
and sacrifice during the National Movement. He was
concerned in the Youth Movement wing, and. was
imprisoned even during the first Civil Disobedience
of 1932. He, along with Jaya Prakash Narayan.ar.ld
Achyut Patwardhan spear-headed the Congress Socialist
party and was the editor of the weekly that bor'e tbat
name. During ‘ the Individual Satyagraha agitation
of 1941 and the Quit India Struggle of 1942, he was
. again jailed. After the advent of Freedom, and the

*
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secession of the Praja Party and its later amalgamation
with the Socialists, Ashoka Mehta got returned to
Parliament twice, in 1954 and again in 1957. As a
Parliamentarian, his performance has been efficient,
without being sparkling ; substantial without being
loud; effective without being vulgar. It is said that
even the Prime Minister does not miss a chance to
hear Ashoka Mehta in the House, and this is the biggest
tribute any Parliamentarian in India can get. What he
says is not only listened to by the Treasury benches
but often acted upon. It is not often that an Opposi-
tion M.P. is asked to lead an Enquiry Commission
and still rarer is it done well. Ashoka’s report . as
Chairman of the Foodgrains Enquiry - Commission
however remains a classic on the subject.

* : *

I have already mentioned that Ashoka Mehta is
an intellectualist. His books like ‘Studies in Asian
Socialism,”  Democratic Socialism ’, etc., prove that
he is a theoretician who can reel off ideas (other peoples’)
and in a country where political discussion, even within
party circles, rarely touches ideological levels, his talents
are undoubtedly being wasted. He speaks a language
which is anything but what the ‘man in the street’
understands or likes. He speaks an excellent and high
flown English which may sound natural at the Majlis’
gathering, but is an anachronism at the Tilak Ghats
(where I once heard him and learnt a few new Latin
and French words!) Undoubtedly he is not a Man of
the Masses, though he may be every inch a man for
the masses. To be of real use to the country—and
Enquiry Commissions do not come every day—he must
be more actively associated with Government. Nehru
searches for able younger men. Why should Ashoka
Mehta make himself unavailable to the Pandit? Ashoka
Mehta must find the answer soon, and if he decides
the way I would like him to, instead of a brain being
wasted on woolly abstract notions, a fine mind would
have been geared to national service.

* %*

Ashoka Mehta should no longer be an intellectualist
among Socialists; he must become a Sociali-t among
intellectuals!
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SPORTS IN BRIEF

By Our SpOrTS COMMENTATOR

Automatic Car-Washing Station

Stirling Moss, the British racing driver, has officially
opened the first of what may become a nationwide
chain of high speed cars wash service stations. The
new automatic car-washing station, opened in London’s
Brompion Road, cleans a car inside and out in three
to five minutes at an average charge of ten shillings.
The man who has financed the station is a New
Zealander, Mr. Hilton Lowndes.

* *
The Wimbledon Again

The much awaited Wimbledon tournament is on
at the moment. As we go to the press the matches
have come up to the quarter fina! stages. India’s hope
Ramanathan Krishnan has secured a place in the last
eight in Men’s Singles, by beating Italy’s Orlando
Sirola. He is reported to be in ;eak jorm this season.
But Krishnan the No. 7 seed and also last year’s semi-
finalist has tou face stalwarts of vorld fennis from
now on. Emerson, Laver and Fraser, the reigning
champion, are already in the “last eight arena™ to
contest and win the world’s greatest tennis title, the
Wimbledon Champion.

* *
Regatta at Henley

The world’s most famous rowing regatta, Henley,
which takes place on July 5, 6 and 7 has drawn a strong,
if surprising entry from the Soviet Union. Heading
the list is a powerful Soviet sailors’ team which will
compete in the Grand Challenge Cup. Berkutov and
Tiukalov, silver medalists, are entered for the doubles
sculls. Olympic single scull champion Ivanov has
been dropped and his place taken by Turian, who
will be making his Henley debut.

* *

The Marathon Barefooter

Bikil Abebe, the 29-year-old Ethiopian runner who
rocked the athletic world by winning "arc-teet, the 1960
Olympic Games Marathon in record time, is living in
poverty.

He is out of work.

And life for him and his wife and young son, even
in the most humble of homes in Addis Ababa, the
Ethiopian capital, is made possible only by the help
of friends.

* *

Orissa is now producing its own requirement of sport
goods in a factory which has been set up in an industricl
estate under a pilot project. The factory is manu-
facturing footballs, volley balls, pingpong bats, shuttle-
cocks, carrom boards, children’s park equipment, etc.

It is further proposed to manufacture cricket hags,
hockey sticks and tennis rackets.

* #

With three years to go for the Tokyo Olympics, .the
Australian Olympic Federation has set in mction
a plan to find the best possible way of preparing the
nation’s team.

The Federation has sent a detailed questionnaire

to all Australian sporting bodies, covering all «spects
of financing, selection and preparation of the team.
Australia’s Olympic organisers are anxious that all
methods employed to send the Australian tcam .to
Tokyo with the general appeal of all sporting bodies

so that co-operation for success will be as strong as-

possible.
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THE DELUGE

We are experiencing devastating ﬁooqs for some weeks now. An almos:
similar calamity had befallen South India only in the year 1924. But the
present widespread havoc is reported to be a record for over half a century
according to a Regional Director of Meteorology.

Storm and rain make their periodic visi?s almost regularly and under
Indian conditions their fury could be judged fairly wfell beforehand. Vgeﬂmai
have many handicaps to undertaking comprehensive and full' proo Tc;lo
control devices. Conditions generating floods are g_enerally. predlct.able.h us
when we accept floods as natural occurrences. it is only imperative that bvze
equip ourselves with maximum precautionary measures. 'Wlth a largg ﬁ;)urln tr
of meteorologists at work throughou.t the country, it will not be' ﬂl cult (;
predict ensuing floods. Whether it is the combination of the in hue;nce g
low pressure waves in the Bay of Bengal gnd the surging forward of the .o?t“-
West Monsoon Currents from the Ar.ablan. Sea which caused heavy rainfall,
making an oversupply of water in our rivers, it 1s for the de_partments of l\flrcj-teolr-
ology to give notices to this effect sufficiently early to possible suﬂert:irst; imely
and orderly movement of men and chattels to places (?f safety could be ‘organ;\
ised instead of stampeding post-event rescue operations. The f:ollectloln o
more or less precise hydrographic dati'l and their quick transmisston to Fpl acgs
likely to be affected is only in the best interest of the country at largeh. oods
resulting from the bursting of dams can only be treated as accidents happening

very rarely.

But to a great extent the fury of seasonal floods could be avoided if an
intelligent vigil and observation-are kept up by vgeather Experts an'd Meteor(;
ologists. It is unnecessary in this connection to discuss th.e devastatlolp t?ausek
by the widespread floods in the country. Rescue operations and relief wor
can only solve a fraction of the problem.

Relief measures are only palliatives and we_have to thipk of direct action
in regard to flood control. National and regx_onal agencies of the depart-
ment of meteorology will have to operate 1n a co-ord_mated manner.
Secondly, in order to absorb the oversupply of water in our rivers du.rmg. the
rainy season we have to construct a number of canals connecting blg rivers
as far as possible. In times of draught.these' canals could be used'as arten'es
of irrigation while in times of torr.entxal rains and floods they will servi as
safety valves to accommodate excessive flow of water. A few years ago there
was a strong suggestion to link the Ganges with the Cauvc?ry by a.systcm of
canals. The solution of such a network of a canal system is a pI'IO_]eCt worth
careful consideration. Further in our present stage of economic develop-
ment the question of using these canals as means of transport is also to be
considered. We understand from Private and Governr-ne‘nt Sources that
there is tremendous scope to control flood water by desilting the numerous
tanks and ponds in thz different parts of South India. Many of these tanks



are reported to be in disuse

suggested that thcea]lrlltl(li:;rlil:i&. b.yhlhc accumulation of sediments in them. 1t is
and ponds so that they m o8 s ould take steps in cleaning these existing tanks
supply. Apart from 1hcvfy Scrve as storage tanks for water in times of over-
water tanks can ke qu'tll .u‘se as a sort of protection in times of floods, these
floods cannot be tacjél ;1?. of in l?mc.s'ol‘ water shortage. The tragedy of
Experts of flood cont e| y states individually. It is an all India problem
a5 how (o tackle [h.ro shou.ld be invited to our country to get suggestions.
efforts in improvin s ver’y tmportant problem of flood control. All our
the different ﬁeldsg (f)u‘r ¢}g.r1cultyral produge and other developments in
these seasonal outt of activity will be considerably offset if we fall prey to
upon the carth ~ udrsts of wat'er. Instead of waiting for ““ the rain to come
effort on an ali li: d:,Slr.oy life and property season after season, a united
Unless we take eﬁjdt. éSIS n'1ust be launched at the earliest opportunity.
rivers, they will co etc lve measures to control and regulate our rain-fed
outbursts, and brinn inue to destroy men and materials in their periodic
victims to these delsom m}llsery and suffering in their trail. Let us not fall
our eforts | S ges when we can avert and ward them off by putting

in common defence in a co-ordinated manner.

PROBLEMS OF CENSORSHIP

BY
POTHAN JOSEPH

According to a Calcutta paper the Government
intend appointing a panel of authors and artists to find
out if Lady Chatterly’s Lover should be judged as being
obscene or aesthetic. One cannot quite credit the
report because the issues involved had come under the
review of Mr. M. Nasrulla, Bombay Presidency Magis-
trate, who after a trial ruled it as objectionable. Never-
theless, there are questions of good taste and public
morals involved in the banning of a book. In England
the Lord Chamberlain exercises censorship on books
including drama, and in the United States it is open
to the Postmaster-General to decline acceptance and
delivery of printed material which in his opinion
offends decency. Mr. M. Nasrulla, Additional Chief
Presidency Magistrate of Bombay, condemned
D. H. Lawrence’s mature performance, and His Worship
fined a bookseller and his partners for trading a copy
of Lady C and possessing a spar¢ volume. The learned
Magistrate held that “ the ends of justice would be met
by imposing a token sentence on the accused.” We
cannot say that the prosecution and the police were
happy to hear that the punishment consisted of
a mere fine of Rs. 40 for one memn.ber of the book-shop
and Rs. 20 each to two minor partners. Farthing-
damages are some times awarded for libel to indicate
a moral triumph at the cost of thousands of pounds

absorbed in litigation.

In the case of the inquiry befo

ceedings meant much more than t .
for the public exchequer, because we shall stumble in

future on similar occasions again. The nervousness
of the bureaucracy to take a firm stand at the Customs-
barrier was illustrated when Lolita was about to be
fanded in its English translation from Nabokov, the
Russian author. Problems of refinement vary with
responses of the reader’s mentality so that the safe rule
of the  average man ™ is apt to furnish guidance. As
nobody wanted to incur the stigma of prudishnes‘s ‘and
Philistinism it was said at the time that the Prime Minister
himself had to go through the controversial flOVel and
give it dockyard clearance. It is hardly likely that
Mr. Nehru can find time to examine the Lady Chatterly
affair. Since it was published some thirty years ago,
he might have read it himself without any s€os¢ of h.()r.ror.
In any case we caanot think of getting the Prime Mm{ster
to serve as the touchstone of good.taste, especially
in an election year. [n Rome, Petronius was once the

re Mr. Nasrulla, pro-
he collection of a fine

uncrowned authority on good taste and sound morals.
Petronius was known as arbiter elegantiorum.

There were disputes on symbolism and realism as
far as racial memory goes ; and there are prehistoric
monuments glorifying sex and nudity in the annals of
celibate saintliness. Mr. Nasrulla does not claim to
be a Puritan but he is anxious that there should be no
temptation towards moral pollution for the average
person. D. H. Lawrence himself is said to have made
the remark that Lady Chatterly’s Lover ** was not every-
body's book but only for the intellectuals in Univer-
sities.”  Where His Worship swerved from a straight
verdict was in his digression on the mentality of the
writer. He remarked that the novel was written when
Lawrence was a *“ sick and dying man between 1926-
1928 ” ; he added that his Court was * primarily con-
cerned with the average man in society as distinguished
from the intellectuals in universities on the one hand and
libertiness on the other.” It is difficult to generalise
on ethical values in art and literature.

When the ban on the book formed the subject of
a Jury-trial in London, even a Canon of the Church
deposed that “ freedom of expression ” was a supreme
right of the civilized citizen and that he would not con-
demn D. H. Lawrence or be alarmed about reactions
on the reader. The plot is simple since the story relates
to the romantic attachment of a game-keeper to the
young wife of a totally disabled gentleman. There
are passages of raw and intimate exuberance in love.
Indeed a curious reaction of the publicity gained was
the opinion of the Game Keepers’ Association in England
that such conduct on the part of a game-keeper, albeit
in fiction, merited condemnation of the offender at the
hands of all respectable game-keepers. The jury’s
verdict exonerated the Publishers from the charge of
obscenity and the Penguin firm sold millions of copies.
thanks to the advertisement obtained. So wide was the
excitement that the proceedings in the London Magis-
trate’s Court was secretly tape-recorded and 1 have
just read in a magazine that the summary of the trial
could be got for private hearing through the medium
of thin gramophone records costing 75 shillings for the
entire set.

In all societies at all times there has been a lunatic

fr.inge_and a pornographic fringe coupled with the
stimuli of genius. The evocation of libidinous instinct
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33 however an unasscssable quantum. Some authors
are fond of uttering incomprehensibles as the token
qf elusive genius. There is of course the drastic precau-
tion adopted by the Roman Catholic Church which
classifies undesirable books in the Index. The defect
which has often occurred to me is that the list s compiled
by the members of a priesthood who remain single
all their lives and cannot through experience realise the
Taptures, and again the rottenness, possible within the
ambit of sex relationship.

poes the sight of copulation or its images in art and
print necessarily provoke the passions? We note that
the children of shepherds, the small attendants at stables
the toddlers around kennels and many others of infan;
status do watch the processes of mating without any
particular defilement of the mind. Again in places of
worship called * pagan * there are riots of naked figures;
and as the wall-decorations of Pompeii show tourists’
even ?oday we see their scenes of bestiality. There aré
sects in North America who do not wear clothes at all
apd generations of them have been immunised from the
!und of stir we associate with short skirts and low necks
m sophisticated city life. At pools for mixed bathing
there is indifference to what is feared by Mrs. Grund ,
Susceptibility to evil thoughts seems to change froz;
time to time and according to Robert Lynd there is
nothing in which taste changes more than in the codes
of propriety. Socrates himself had to drink hemiock
for corrupting Athenian youth,

It is not as if the idea of chaste control had occurred
for. .the first period in history demanding decorum in
writings, paintings, theatricals and sculpture. There
have been awakenings as to propriety even in the days
of Aristophanes whose diction co :
interludes ; but let us reco
change with climate, ther
graphical location withoy

: ntained unsavoury
gnise that whilst morals may
€ can be no climate or geo-

t some standard of modes
ty.
And some standard of decency in the fluctuations gf

taste is essential since the dilemma about “ fit readi
for the young > will always persevere. The mast-h:aén%
1hc? New York Times is * Everything that is fit (o T to”
Wnth the trends of specialised knowledge in the I\)Nor;l;i
1t opens the window to many strange orbits Th,
mysthu_e of regenerative forces where minicules‘of '
production are being so investigated by medical o
searchers that the erotic exhibitionism of ancient tin:e-
on the walls of temples and palaces survive ag 'uei
surface-pageants. In modern education “ facts of “ers”
are taught to children without any lewd incidental
and many secrets of genetics (withheld a few generations ;
ago) turn out to be as familiar as the rules of the ro ;
in these days of traffic-congestion. The itch to w?l
freely of every natural function is claimed to be 3 feat:;nt-:
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of graphic realism as in the classics of James loyce,
who could shock the respectable and keep curiosity
unstarved. Mark the reactions of science. Freud
and .fqu have created new lines of speculation in which
sex, in 'lt'S fulfilment and frustration, is held to account
f9r individual conduct. Psycho-analysis is found essen-
tial to perfect clinical diagnosis. Not that the instincts
of lust and love are mixed up calling for the heavy hand
of the ansor, but in an age of Co-Education the fear
of lascivious fermenting in the classroom happens to
be a remote danger, thanks to studious concentration
on ti_\e marvels of new frontiers in biology. The breed-
ing ndustry which relates to pubescent details from
the horse-farm down to the bee-hive calls for intimate
research \yhich strait-laced prigs alone can condemn.
The prac;xce of animal insemination has led students
to tt?e miracle of test tube babies and surgeons have
classified spare parts in the human system. It may
be hard to believe, but it is nevertheless true that certain
novels like Tristram Shaniy and Tom Jones had been
k.ept away from the range of even adult reading at the
time of publication for fear that it might corrupt morals;
th.e episodes narrated are mere ditch-water compared
with the fiery concoctions vended by modern book-
gel!ers. Of course, it cannot be denied pubescent curio-
Sl'ly always existed but for which titles like ** The Private
Life of Helen of Troy  could never be a draw.

Actual!y the fascination of Helen lay in her beauty
and not in the vicissitudes of her sex-urges. The vast
field of Obscenity which once prevailed tends to contract
into a.smaller area of moral safeguarding by official
aythonty. Even the latitude in Law over marriage,
divorce and misconduct has been taking on a new
perspective, and therefore the dream of hard and fast
rules in the expression of the mind must necessarily
recede. There are bawdy chunks in Shakespeare but
the totality of genius is the test of acceptability, not
purple passages. Rabelais was no mean creative author,

but we speak of Rabelaisian wit in coy accents. Actually

tk'xere is nothing to it if we recall the Shakespearean
dictum that there is nothing good or bad thinking
Takes it so. Coleridge wrote thus on the subject :

! could write a treatise in praise of the moral elevation
of Rabelais ” work which would make the Church stare,
and yet would be truth and nothing but the truth.”

Sti{’f censorship to the satisfaction of all is out of the
question.  Take, for instance, the opinion of Viadimir
Nabf)kov, the Russian author who wrote the contro-
yersxal novel Lolita : “7¥ think Lady Chatterly’s Lover
15 a rotten book. 1t is juvenile, pornographic and dull.”
4 Here are two modern authors conspicuously deficient
In mutual admiration. Perhaps it comes as proof of
the old saying that two of a trade can never agree.
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MACHIAVELLI AND THE MODERN MIND

BY

Rev. A. A. PYLEE

[Who is Machiavelli? What is Machiavellism? The average man's conception of Machiavellism
may be summed up in well-known aphorisms as might is right, necessity knows no law or the end
Jjustifies the means. Is this idea being entertained in the present day? In this objective analysis, the
author says that “ when a convinced Marxis! resorts to satyagraha, when a disciple of Gandhiji
follows the path of dubious means ; when electoral alliances are made between democratic and
totalitarian parties one is reminded of Machiavellian tactics and principles.”—Ed.]-

It is more than four hundred years since the great
political thinker Machiavelli died. But Machiavellism
continues to captivate the minds of rulers, Statesman
and politicians in all these centuries. Recently it had
a remarkable recrudescence. He has been criticised
as the Tempter, the Devil Incarnate, tl?e originator
of perjury and treason—but this mu'ch _mahgned charac-
ter is a perennial fountain of insplrat_lon to statesmen
and politicians. We cannot read a single page of .the
¢ prince > without thinking of modern Machxavelhgn
principles. Men in authority act l.ike Machia\.relhs:
« prince * as far as their abilities permit. The * PHI,ICC
published ten years after the ¢ Wittenberg thesns. .of
Martin Luther dropped a bombshell on the preva:}mg
moral, social and religious ideas. He strongly advised
a double standard of morality for the ruler and the
ruled, yet they are specially relevant in the con.text
of modern power politics. His counsel was mainly
for the rulers, how to continue successt:ully. on the
throne. His prescriptions to seize aqd maintain power
are faithfully followed in modern times not only by
autocrats and dictators but also by ‘many statesmen
and party leaders. Even though. hg is crmc1§ed as a
destroyer of morals and ethical principles, he still points
the way to success and power. Atbsolfxfe rulers since
his time found a happy formula in his writings tf’ ?chlcve
their selfish purposes. It is said that Mussolini 'wrote
his thesis for his doctorate based on the _theones of
Machiavelli. He saw in Machia\felh a patriot and not
a traitor. The days of Mussolini _apd thl'er are over,
yet they appear in different political guises. When
some self-seeking statesmen exl'lort ‘the publnf: to .be
selfless, one cannot help thinking the Machiavellian

methods.

An epitome of his times N

Machiavelli’s life began when the Medici was at the
height of his power in Italy. But later on the.power
of the Medici was overthrown ?nd a republic was
established. In the new republican government as

the secretary of the second chancery he held office
for fourteen years. In [512 the republic came to an
end and with it Machiavelli’s political power and career.
But later on when the Medici was restored to power,
Machiavelli was arrested and tortured and finally
released to be in retirement. In his forced retirement
he studied deeply the art of statecraft, and through his.
writings he tried to win the favour of the Medici. His.
famous works are the ‘ Prince ' and the * Discourses ..
He died in 1527.

He was a pure child of the Renaissance. He repu-
diated all the medieval conceptions of a divinely
ordained universe and the conventional ideas about
absolute virtues. According to him, that life is best
which brings fame, distinction, honours and reputation
to men. To achieve these objects, power has to be
earned. Power is essentially which one owns in relation
to other men and it is exercised through political insti-
tutions.

Vice and Virtue

His advice to the prince is that he should not mind
incurring the charge of cruelty for the purpose of keeping
his subjects united. The Prince must not mind incurring
disgrace of vice, without which it is difficult to save
the state. The king should also know how not to
be good. Machiavelli tried to see the vice in man as
virtue. The prince must abstain from taking the
property of others. for men forget more easily the death
of their father than the loss of their patrimony. These
are the methods that he counseis to the prince for
seizing and maintaining power. The modern absolute
rulers are equally indifferent to the loss of parents and
patrimony. The only difference is that Machiavelli
made this a method of statecraft while others follow
the same method though not avowedly.

Machiavelli gives innumerable examples from history
to substantiate his position. Hannibal, a combianation
of inhuman cruelty and infinite virtue was successful
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in life while Scippo a very human commander was a
thorough failure and was considered by Fabius Maximus,
to be the corruptor of the Roman Militia. So Machia-
velli asked the prince not to eschew vice in life but to
perpetuate both vice and virtue in harmony. The
modern mind also clings to this harmony as a means
10 success.

The lion and the fox

The prince must know well to act as a beast ; must
imitate the fox and the lion, for the lion cannot protect
himself from traps and the fox cannot defend himself
from wolves. One must therefore be a fox to recognise
the traps and a lion to frighten the wolves. Machiavelli
points out the example of Alexander VI. He did
nothing but deceive men, no man was ever more able
to give assurances or affirmed things with stronger
oaths, but no man observed them less. Thus he sanc-
tions vice, when it helps the stability of the state. The
king should be faithful, human, religious and sincere
but he must be prepared to be ruthless and treacherous
when the time comes. The beast in man has to be
roused whenever necessary. Politics boils down for
Machiavelli to the science of securing and maintaining
oneself in power without considering anything except
one’s own personal well-being. When a convinced
Marxist resorts to satyagraha, when a disciple of Gandhiji
follows the path of dubious means, when electoral
alliances are made between democratic and totalitarian
parties one is reminded of Machiavellian tactics and
principles.

An adept in appearances

A great majority of people are satisfied with appear-
ances and so a King however ruthless and wicked must
try to put on an appearance of piety and religiocity.
He must consciously cultivate the art of appearing to be
sympathetic and sclfless. The classical theological
virtues such as faith, hope and charity find no place
in his system of thought. Deceit, unscrupulousness
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and ruthlessness are the predominant qualitics that he
advocated as virtues. As a pragmatist he believed
that a thing is virtuous when it fulfils a function. An
axe for instance is virtuous when it is used to chop down
a tree, because that is what it was designed to be, it Is
vicious if it is used to dig a ditch because it does it badly
and inefficiently. If a king wants to remain in position
he cannot afford to keep promises, fulfil treaties or tell

the truth. Therefore lying, faithlessness and dishonesty
are all virtues.

Machiavelli and ourselves

M:dchigvelli‘s view of human life though not compre-
hengnve is on the whole dark. As an incorrigible
pessimist he laughed at the idea of human perfectibility,
but related how an astute ruler might exploit the human
l‘oib!es of human nature to his own advantage. The
motives that determine the actions of men are love of
novelty and love of wealth. Men in general are ungrate-
ful and irrational. Fear, envy and ambition are also
poyverful passions in human nature. So he says that
it is better to be feared than loved. He counsels the
Prince, to use force ruthlessly and persuasion very
artfully.to exploit human nature to his own advantage.
According to Machiaveli most men are stupid and
they cannot look ahead. This weakness of human
nature, the Prince must realise and act in a way that is
advantageous to him and not for the people.

“ Machiavelli is an epitome of his times. In his
cool ca_lculating cynicism, in his frank and undisguised
nalu_rahsrfl, in his extreme individualism in his prag-
mausm, in his devotion to classical antiquity, in his
rejection of religion and of supernatural sanction, in
favour' of a * here and now’ philosophy and a hedonistic
mora!lty in all these things he is characteristic of the
Renaissance and to a very considerable extent, the
modern mind.” If our statesmen and political leaders
have not outgrown the Machiavellian concept and

tactics it is a sad commentary on our political life and
thought.
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MEN AND MATTERS

BY

C. H. V. PATHY

The biggest news story in the last two months is the
trail of the death and destruction brought about by
floods in South India. Both Madras and Kerala States
bore the brunt of nature’s fury. Further up. Poona
and the surrounding areas presented a canvas of deso-
lation, destitution and destruction. The bursting of a
dam was responsible for the tragedy which rendered
homeless the entire city of Poona and took a toll of over
4 thousand lives while destroying property worth crores
of rupees.

The relentless and reckless floods now experienced
by South India are unprecedented.

In Kerala from where 1 am penning this despatch,
1 have witnessed sights compared to which even bombard-
ment from air would pale into insignificance. Nearly
eight million people out of Kerala’s population.Of
sixteen millions have been affected. As the swirling
waters of the angry rivers swept through the lush paddy
fields and the thatched cottages of millions of peasants.
men, women and children had to forsake their homes
and hearths and huddle themselves in safety in the open
high places. Most of the fertile paddy fields are still
under water. Long stretches of roads have been cut
to ribbons. Communications lie paralysed.

Madras and Mysore States have also been affected.
River Cauvery and Bhavani overflowed. Coleroon
river burst its bank and its waters merged with those
of Cauvery.

Water over the Mettur Dam reached a new high level.
The entire coastal region of Kerala is water-logged.

Disease is reported to have broken out.

Scores of people are reported to have perished in
landslides. Lot of timber has been washed away into

the sea.

The Kerala Government met the challenge of the
floods with energy and determination. The Chief
Minister and his colleagues conducted an aerial survey
to find out the extent of devastation. Armed Police
and Malabar Special Police have been pressed into
service for protection and rescue work.

The rehabilitation of those who have lost everythu}g
they had will be a long and arduous process. It will
require crores of rupees. If need be, the Central Govern-
ment must divert some funds kept for the Third Five

August 1961
B 3

Year Plan for rescuz work in Kerala, Madras aod
Mysore.

Still at the same old things

It is like old times again.  The international situation
is nearing boiting point and we seem to be heading
for the inevitable showdown. Those who thought that
with Khrushchev's meeting with Kennedy. the cold
war between the western powers and Russia would end
have been disillusioned. Newspapers which have been
painting the Russian chief as an international magician
capable of turning a dove of peace are now singing to
a different tune. What he had to say on the German
issue and disarmament are no longer secrets. The
President of the United States gave out the gist of his
talks ; so did the Russian Dictator. There is no change
in the U.S. line ; there is no change in the Soviet line
either.

Disarmament would be the ideal step to decrease the
tension. But progress here is blocked by disagreement
over control, crystallised in the Russian concept of
the “trolika™. The Russians argue that all inter-
national bodies must hereafter be run by a triumvirate,
including western, a Red and a neutral representative,
which must agree on all key decisions. This will not
materialise. :

Over the German question, there is deadlock. Russia
threatens to sign a separate peace treaty with East
Germany. She also insists that the forces situated
in Western Germany must be dismantled. The com-
munication line must also be restored to West Berlin.
If there is unification of Germany without some sort of
disarmament, Khrushchev argues that Germany would
be a dagger aimed at Russia. He does not want to
take any risks. The President of the United States
and his allies in the western camp would not agree to
a separate peace treaty with East Germany. If by the
year end there is no agreed settlement, it means war.
And war cannot be fought with kid gloves. It means
the unleashing of atomic bombs and Europe would be
reduced to shambles. It is a prospect which cannot
be contemplated with complacency.

The Berlin Problem

It tooks as though the Berlin problem would be solved
through negotiation than war. The Western Foreign
Ministers are to meet at Paris early next month for a
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round of talks on Berlin before Russia precipitates
the threatened crisis by signing a separate peace treaty
with East Germany. The western powers however
have not yet evolved a formula which would satisfy
Khrushchev. A note has been delivered at Moscow
rejecting the Russian right to sign a unilateral treaty
with East Germany and reaffirming the West’s deter-
mination to stand by its rights and obligations in Berlin.
One of the proposals that western powers are reported
to be nursing is the formation of All-German Mixed
Committee, nominated by the West German Federal
Government and the East German Authorities to
prepare for an All-German elections which would lead
10 German unification. It is hoped that at the last
minute the Russian Premier would climb down instead
of taking risks of a nuclear war which would bring
down the fabric of Europe.

Spotlight on Tunisia

While the crisis in Kuwait still remains unsolved,
there has been eruption of another spell of violence
in Tunisia where the French are battling with the local
people. When trouble started, France sent battleships
and paratroops to cow down and terrorise the local
people and there was heavy fighting in which hundreds
of Tunisians were killed.

Thinking that it might lead to another world war,
the matter was taken wp at the Security Council and
both sides have been called to cease fire. But sporadic
fighting is still taking place. The Secretary-General
of the United Nations has flown to Tunisia at the request
of the President of the Tunisian Republic. If the quarrel
between France and Tunisia cannot be composed by
peaceful means, it will result in a fare up in which aj)
the Arab countries would be mvolved.  Already,
Tunisia has been promised full support by many South
African countries who are waging a war against Imperia-
lism,

U. N. Pressure on Portugal

A§ia and Africa have obtained from the United
Nat:or_:s _Security Council the new rebuke to Portuguese
Colonialism which they sought. Whether it will have

any practical influence on Portuguese policy remains
to be seen.

Afro-Asian hope that in order to avoid the embarrass-
ment which such airings involve for the North Atlantic
Alliance, the United States, Britain and France will
bring quiet behind-the-scenes pressure on Lishon to
soften its stern policies.

The U.S. at least may attempt discreetly to do so.
Britain has taken a stand in support of Portugal while
France has offered friendly advice that reform would
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be in Portugal's enlightened  sclt-interest. Portugal
however shows very little inclination to take advice or
yield to pressure. She remains unwilling to admit
to Angola, the particular colony under spotlight, a U.N.
Investigation Commission set up in April by the General
Assembiy.

The situation at the moment is very explosive and
may erupt into violent conflagration if the Portug:ese
continue their terrorist tactics to cow down the people’s
will.

Africa :  The focal point of world interest today is
Africa. Events over there are engaging the attention
of the whole world.

The prime factor in the new upsurge is African natio-
nalist revolt against domination by the white men and
next comes a share in the fruits of the world’s economic
growth. While the Congo Riddle is unresolved, De
Gaulle is exploring the possibility of a settlement in
Algeria.

Other countries too have caught the contagion of
unrest. The stakes in the African drama are immense.
They involve the world’s second largest continent.
There are rich mining resources. The continent however
is patch work of violent contracts. Interpersed among
the 27 countries are 22 dependencies whose status
range from absolute colonial rule (o transitional stages
on the road to full independence. Primitive tribalism
survives close by cities gleaming with chrome and glass.

While the British and the Dutch were compelled by
the force of circumstances to liquidate their territories
in Asia, the Belgians and the Portuguese are clinging
on tenaciously to places they had colonised many years
ago. The crumbling of the Western Empire in Africa
has unleashed several powerful forces. Notwithstanding
the desire of the western nations not to get involved in
the conflict, they are being dragged into the vortex
of strife and cold war. The Russians too are exploiting
the explosive situation to their full advantage. In its
effort to meet the Russian challenge, the Kennedy
administration is trying to indentify itself with the

progressive trends in Africa, much to the chagrin of
some of her alljes.

Geneva Meet : In olden times, it used to be said
that there is nothing that it does that it does not adjourn.
The quip was about the League of Nations. The same
may be said about the recent Geneva Meeting to decide
the destiny of Laos. Even clever Krishna Menon
has not been able to pull the chestnuts from the fire.

There is the merciless cascade of hollow rhetoric,
the incessant round of tendencious news conferences,
large promises followed by smooth excuses, advances
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and retreats. The atmosphere resembles that of a
Karka Nightmare.

There are no decisions, none yet in sight. !t looks
as though events would take their own course In Laos

while the delegates would go on talking.

Among the men assembled are Marsbal Chen, a
square-cut figure not given to the vivacious gesturz,
Mr. Rusk who takes his lunches at side wal'k cafes an'
Gromyko who has left his notorious‘ scowl in Moscow.
“ Krishna " is tossed between Delhi and Geneva and

has often times to stop midway.

As an example of genial international impertinence.
there has seldom been anything to match the Geneya
Wleeting in the history of nations: The del'egates smile
and ask the world be divided, like Gaul into three—
with a veto for the Communists, for the West and for
the Neutrals over every conceivable question.

Ayub Khan’s Sabre-Rattling ' ‘
President Ayub Khan of Pakistan is a big, bu‘r!y,l
Sandhurst-educated Pathan who ascended the pohtl;::e
gadi of that country more than fwo. years back:r
killed democracy outright and msu_tytgd a n‘;l iitflry
Dictatorship. Many of the old polntxcnaps inc ul ing
a few Cabinet Ministers rc;ceivefi short shr{ft frorr; uen;;
They were arrested, charged with corruption an sam
to jail. He carried out many beneficial reformsl,) mcght
to ameliorate the condition .of the masses. He rou !
purity in the administration. .He also occa;nlonaz
preached homilies and Indo-Pakistan Accord. He :Vai
the signatory to the Indus Water Treaty, las

September.

Those who thought that with hi§ adv.ent ltc:i 'pol:vc[;
there would be a better undcrstandmg with In (lja Siar\;s
been sadly disillusioned.. When China ;h(;;:;z I %he
of aggression against Ind.xa, he was on tN(? of the
aggressor. So long as Eisenhower and Nixon “I/( e
power in the United States, they Qampered Pakis ag.
But with Kennedy’s taking over, .tl}mgs pave f:hange .
He promised all out help in _Indlas Third ‘Fwe ﬂ.{e'ar
Plan and paid more than one trtbu.te to our Prime Minis-
This has irked Pakistan and the present

ter, Nehru. to tilt the scales against

i i ant
trip of Ayub Khan is me:
India and in favour of Pakistan.

he Kashmir problem remains still unsolved and it
is geing used by not only Ayub Khan but seve:lal ftggz
to blackmail India. The State has acceded to the In )
Union and large amouats of money have l;e;n ks.p::n
on her progress. But the mad Mullat}s o A ?r is an
somehow nurse’ the feeling that Kashmir ;s t ei iea:ms
that India is the aggressor. So they are talking in

of a Holy War to break through the cease fire line and
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Maul Jammu and Srinagar. To these pcople both our
Prime Minister and our Defence Minister, V. K. Krishnz
Menon have made it plain beyond a shadow of doubt
that not an inch of Kashmir which is in our hands
would be given and we would use every means in our
power to preserve her integrity. Pakistan politicians
talk of a plebiscite, but how can there be a plebiscite
with an army in illegal occupation of a large slice of
that beautiful valley?

The United States would do well to dispel all doubts
in the mind of Ayub Khan that she would go to the
rescue of Pakistan over the Kashmir question. That
will mean war and a pocket war waged for the control
of Kashmir would develop into a global conflict in
which many other countries would be involved.

It is fantastic nonsense to talk of India receiving
large quantities of American arms at cheap prices.
Ayub says that such arms would be used against his
country. This lie has been denied at Delhi. India
has no designs against Pakistan but if Pakistan wants
to settle the Kashmir issue by a crusade, we shall hurl
the invaders back to their territory. We do not want
any foreign aid in their affair. We have men and the
instruments for a warfare to defend our country.

Profile of an Editor

Dull yesterdays, unborn tomorrows—forget them,
live for the day and the headline thereof.

This is what | told a novice who was bitten by the
bug of writing.

A newspaper editor is a biend of three persons. He
is at the outset a behind the scene observer of men and
things, who often knows as much about the nation’s
business as possibly the men who conduct it, directly
or indirectly.

Next he is a dedicated technician who knows the
intricacy of typesetting, make-up and all that.

Lastly, he is an ordinary man who often neglects
his wife and children, if he is married. In this country
as elsewhere marriage and journalism do not go together.

“ Children one journalistic indiscretions,” said a
veteran editor once to me at Dethi.

Any of these three men can write a book. And many
a journalist has written books. But cven if he writes
classics with quotations from Dickens and the Bible,
his leading articles live only for the day.

I have worked on the staff of many papers. [ know

editors who chew their cigars and smoke non-stop like
chimneys. Teetotallers among this tribe are few.



Excepting In posh offices such as those of Hindu,
statesman, Times of India and Pioneer, many newspaper
ofiices in this country are glorified godowns.

Moth-eaten books stare at you from mid-Victorian
shelves. Bug infested tables keep the sub-editors
from _snoring. They sub their copy on them during
iaz time and sleep on them after the editor goes to
ed.

For a medium which changes so much with the
p})bhf: moad, it is surprising that the method of praduc-
tion in this country change so little.

The same stgreotyped front page, the same old picture
of leaders staring at you on every page.

Thousands may be swept off in a tidal wave somewhere
but the News Editor has his own political yardstick.

In Fleet Street top-ranking Editors enjoy the confi-
dence of great politicians, but here the editor comes in
a bus, and shuts himself up in a hermetically sealed
room, wading through galley proofs and thinking that
he is setting the pace of public opinion. The foreman
wpo comes to collect his leading article is his only
friend.

Of course, there are editorial conferences and post-
mortem examinations of the day’s paper. Some smart
news editors read their engagement book and assigns
reporters for the day’s coverage.

, Any good picture in prospect,” asks the News
Efi)tf)t. He has not heard the legend of Northcliffe
pxckl'ng up a picture from Tom Clarke’s table and
sending it to the process department.

When Tom asked the Chief for the caption, he said
** Just Guess.” ’

.Night executives who start work alter sipping the
third cup of a muddy decoction called tea have their
say why yesterday’s paper was so dull, or try to take
the credit for the fact that it was so good.

The hours of intense concentration are say between
bam. and 4a.m, Then begin the assembling of pages
Surplus matter has to be killed and even front pageé.
changed if there is a burst of dramatic developments.

* *

_ One of the things which even the best news editor
in India must overcome is the idea that a human
?nterest story told in a warm and friendly way is a trick
invented by Western newspapermen to fool the public.

We have waded through ‘ouriven years of freedom and
yet we have not produced newspapers of the standard
we find in near Ceylon, in far off Malaya and even
Pakistan. |
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Success and age beget dogmatism and a singie-trac
mind. -

Fhere used to be days when an aura of amnipotenc
was budt up around an cditor.

N Those were the days of Chintamanis and Natarajan
T'hey were Kings of their caste, judge and jury of wh.
:1ppearc.d m the columns of newspapers to whick they
lent therr names.

Now we have lionized medicrities and pigmy penmen
wbo strut about in their Dacron suits and wangle foreign
lnps every third month. The so-called Managi;g
Eanrs neither manage nor edit. They are merely
Public Relations Officers for their employers.

One qf the fabulous editors told the Press Comuntission
at Qelln that in the course of a vear, he wrote anly two
leading articles.

Another asked two of his leader writers to produce
a brace of articles, one praising the Indian budget

\.uhigh was presented on that day and the other condemn-
ing it.

Boih‘ were set up, but in barged a Bhoodan leader
and said that his masterpiece on Vinoba Bhave must
have precedence over the budget. And it did have !

It i}s sald that Shakespeare drops a handkerchief
(Qthelio) and freezes your blood. We produce thousands

of ‘le‘ading articles which never affect or change public
opinson,

The editgr is an anachronism in the present-day
setup of journalism. The time is not far off when
newspapers would be printed without Jeading articles.

Bashir Ahmed

'Mr. Lyndon Johnson, the U.S. Vice-President who
visited India and Pakistan recently was so bewitched
by the camels in Pakistan that he invited a 40-year-old
h_aggard-looking camel cart driver, Bashir Ahmed to
visit the United States. Arrangements for his depar-
ture were speedily completed, but then Ayub Khan,
the Presx‘dent of Pakistan who was planning a visit
steppf:d in. He thought that if Bashir Ahmed paid
a visit what time he also happened to be there, he would

g;:; more publicity. So, the visit of Ahmed was called
011,

) Bashir like a seasoned politician called a Press Con-
terence and vented his disappointment. But he had
one consolation. A renowned advocate of Karachi
has offered Bashir Ahmed one of his superior bred
camels.  Possibly, the camel will fly along with Bashir
sometime later on and both would be received with
the proverbial ticker tape in that great country. Let
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Nehru who is programming te visit the States in Novem-
ber look to his laurels. It will be a sad day for India
if Bashir synchronises his visit with that of Mr. Nehru.
The American Press would definitely play up the camel.
‘Nehru at best can ride only a horse.

Earl Eden

The title of Earldom has been conferred on the
British Prime Minister, Anthony Eden. It has become
+traditional that former Prime Ministers should become
Farls. Even the Labourite Premier, Attlee had to
accept the title.

Eden resigned after the ill-fated Suez adventure.
“Then his health began to fail. He resisted the temptation
of going to the House of Lords then. Now he has
yielded. At a Conservative party recently, Eden made

a speech. His contribution to the House of Lords

would be great.

Another reason why he has chosen to become an
Earl is that his son has been suggested as a possible
match for Princess Alexandra. If he goes to the altar

.as an Barl’s son, it will have a bigger social value.

Eden recently came out with his autobiography. He
was groomed to stardom by Churchill. He is one of
the best dressed men in the world.

Srimati Vijayalaksbmi

Coming to India shortly after relinquishing her job
as Indian High Commissioner in Great Britain is
Srimati Vijayalakshmi.

Like the other members of the Nehru family, she is
remarkably vivacious. She was brought up in the lap
of luxury at “ Anand Bhavan” but when the call to
sacrifice came from the Mahatma, she spurned the
life of comfort and went to jail.

She had an innings as a Minister in Uttar Pradesh
but her finest hour was when she was elected as chief
of the United Nations Assembly. She made an out-
standing impression there.

For the last 12 years she has been a career diplomat.
She was our first Envoy in Russiz. She has been
Indian High Commissioner in Great Britain for over
five years. She has remarkable social graces.

Her health is at the moment indifferent, but gi.'ter
a period of rest, she would again re—enter.Indian _poh'ucs.
It is rumoured that she may be the Vlce~Pre51df3nt of
the Indian Union in succession to Dr. S. Radhaknshna_n
who may take the place of Dr. Rajendra Prasad who 1s
retiring in the month of May next year.

Asked about her future plans, she stated ina telgvision
interview at London that it was a difficult question t0

answer. She added, “I don’t know what I am going
to do. But what I shall do first is to travel in India,
I don’t know the new independent India. Then I shall
decide what I am fit to do. I think that my interests
have shifted a bit : I would like to lead a quieter life
but not a retired life.”

She said that « she wanted to build herself a smatl
house, probably at Dehra Dun facing the Himalayas.”

The Successor to Mrs. Pandit at London

At one time it looked as though our retired Chief
Justice, Mr. P. V. Rajamannar, would be asked to
take up the post of the Indian High Commissioner in
Great Britain. But latest indications are that the
Prime Minister has not made up his mind. Several
names were mentioned in this connection. One was
that Mr. N. R. Pillai who has retired. But Mr. Pillai
has accepted a job under a private firm and would not
like to leave it. Then there was mention of the Governor
of Maharashtra, Sri Prakasa. But Sri Prakasa is not
in a mood for another assignment ; he wants to retire
and settle down in his home town. At the moment
the candidates very much in the picture are A. K. Sen
and H. V. R. Iyengar. If the latter is chosen, he would
do outstanding work. He is a seasoned administrator
and an eminent economist. What London needs is
not a glamourous politician of the type of Mrs, Pandit
but one who could take care of our financial and economic
interests. For these purposes Mr. Iyengar is any
day a better choice than that of Mr. Sen. The final
choice will be made only early next year. Till then
some stop-gap arrangement will be made. If a public
man with an outstanding record is to be selected, there
would be none better than Mr. Rajamannar. But
the fact that no formal announcement has been made
so far goes to show that the Prime Minister is still
considering as who will fit in most suitably.

Prince Phouma

With the United States and Russia sliding towards
negotiations on the complicated Laos problem, the
spotlight of publicity has swung on sleck, equivocal
Prince Souvanna Phouma. As Premier of Laos from
1956 to 1958, he tried to make a deal with Prince Pathet
Lao, which is headed by his cousin, Prince Soupanou-
vong. But Captain Kong Lee and his paratroops
staged a successful revolt against the current pro-western
Laotian Government. He installed Souvanna as
Premier, but soon after he began dickering with Com-
munists. There was revolt against him, but Souvanna
asked for Russian help and fled into exile. The Russians
responded and they recognise him still as the head of
Laos government, though the Laotian Legislature has
preferred Prince Boun Oum.
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Souvanna began a diplomatic pilgrimage. He called
on our Prime Minister and had talks with Averell
Harriman of the United States. He went to Paris too
where he conferred with De Gaulle. He wanted to go
to Russia too, but did not get any invitation. In
Geneva he is trying his best to unravel the knot of Laos
politics.

King Hussein’s Romance

One more romance was flowered in the arid waste
of Jordon.

King Hussein has led to the altar the girl of his choice.
She is none other than 20-year-old Toni, daughter of
an up-from-the-ranks British Army Colonel. She is
not as glamourous as some of the starlets with whom
Hussein used to cavort on trips abroad. Nor did she
have the Royal blood or the education of King Hussein's
former wife, Queen Dina, whom he divorced in 1957,
after she had borne him one child—a girl.

The King scorned the advice of almost everyone in
announcing that he had decided to take Toni as his
wife. She became a Moslem and her name was changed
to Mouna el Hussein (Hussein’s desire fulfilled).

When Hussein drove past with his wife, Amman’s
shop-keepers and workmen piled in the strects for a
spontaneous celebration, sparked by the Arab Legion’s
90-man bagpipe band playing off British airs.

Members of his family were however distressed that
he had chosen a Commoner and a non-Arab Commoner
at that. His mother, strong-willed Queen Zein left
for Europe before the marriage took place.

Obituary

Emest Hemingway : The tragic end of FErnest
Hemingway removed from our midst one of the greatest
figures in the realm of letters. He achieved world-wide
fame and influence and started a school of writing which
a few are trying to imitate.

The diamond hard brilliance of his style, the clipped
dialogue, the fast-paced action—these were his speciality.

An imposing figure, big, burly, with broad shoulders
and a barrel chest, he was cut out to be a man of action.

He was a great traveller, a superlative reporter and g
good hunter.

He was born on July 21, 1899, in Oak Park, illinojs.
His mother wanted him to be a cellist. His Doctor
father wished him to study medicine. He liked neither
profession and became a reporter on the « Kansas
City Star.” During the first world war, he served with
a Volunteer Ambulance Unit in France, then transferred
to the Italian Army and was badly wounded in action,
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In 1921, he settled down in Paris, throwing himself
full blast into the Bohemian life of the Left Bank.

His first published work was * Three Stories and
Ten Poems.” That came out in 1923, and was followed
the next year by a collection of superb short stories.

The first Hemingway novel, a satire called “ The
Torrents of Spring > appeared in 1926, Then followed
“The Sun Also Rises” which was an instantaneous
success. It established Hemingway as the leading
spokesman of the lost generation. His * Farewell
to Arms ™ is the poignant love story of an American
lieutenant and an English nurse in war-time ltaly,

In all his works, Hemingway was engrossed with
death. His heroes were men for whom things happen
in a tragic way. His philosophy was that man is doomed
and must surrender to Death, the ultimate conqueror.

He made huge fortunes from his works, A million

copies of his masterpiece “ For Whom The Bell Tolls
were sold.

He married four times. In the last fap of his life
he lived in a Cuban estate, with a domestic staff of nine,

16 dogs, 52 cats and some hundreds of pigeons and three
cows. He has three sons.

He won the Nobel Prize for literature years ago.

He was cleaning a gun which accidentally went off.

He is not the person to commit suicide. His was an
accidental death,

When the news of his death became known, American
newspapers not only reported it in their front pages
but published long evaluation of his works, his life
and his influence on literature. New York Times
published in a copyright article estimates of his work,
given by well known authors and literary historians.

Sir Purushotamdas Takurdas: In the death of
Shri Purushotamdas Takurdas, Indian industry and
business has lost a giant figure. He was the father of
Indian insurance and a pioneer industrialist. He was

also a crusading politician who was for many years a
member of the Old Central Assembly.

He founded the Indian Merchants’ Chamber and the
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry.
He represented the Indian business community at the
Round Table Conference and was a friend of Gandhiji.
As a member of the Royal Commission on Currency
and Exchange, he resisted the unjust rupee-shilling
ratio sought to be imposed on India by the British.

He also led the successful campaign for the nationali-
sation of Indian Railways.

'After the country attained independence, he turned
his attention to banking. His monumental work as-
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Chairman of the Rural Banking Inquip.r_Committee
resulted in the expansion of banking facilities to rural

areas.

He never compromised on principles. His coun§el
was always sought by the Government on many financial
and economic problems. It was at his advice that tl}e
Union Government decided to relax food control in
the post-independence period.

He was one of the members of the Bombay Plan.
He was of a philanthropic disposition and gave away
lakhs for good causes.

The Maharaja of Gwalior .

The death occurred recently of the Maharaja of
Gwalior. He was 45. Administrator, sportsman and
philanthropist, he was at the helm of one of the most
advanced Indian States during the days of British ru{e
in India. He did much to advance the welfare of his
people.

He also helped to smoothen ?he difficult process of
integration of Indian States with the Ind{an Umo_n
after the British handed over power, particularly 1n

Central India, were difficulty was experienced in merging
Gwalior and Indore, both leading States. Ultimately,
the United States of Gwalior, Indore and Malwa,
otherwise known as Madhya Bharat, comprising 20
States in Central India was formed.

Born in Ujjai on July 26, 1916, the Maharaja was
educated privately under distinguished tutors and took
a deep and abiding interest in educational matters,
not only in the State but as Rajaramukh of Ma@hya
Bharat. He was Chancellor of the Banares Hlfldu
University and also of Vikram University. He recelve:d
settlement and revenue training at Lyallput, now in
West Pakistan, administrative training at Bangalore
and military training at Bombay and Poona.

Possibly he will be remembered best by his successes
cn the Turf. He raced extensively in England and
Western India, where at one time he had a stable 9f
more than 300 horses. He took a lively interest in
the training of his horses and was frequently on the
track before dawn.

His main recreations were chess, motoring, big game
hunting, riding, tennis and reading.
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF INDIA

BY

BALA RATNAM

[On August 15, 1961 India completes fourteen years of her Independence. Mr. Bala Ratnam

in the following article gives a brief review of the transformation that has taken

over the last fourteen years—Ed.]

Nineteen Forty-Seven was an important year in
India’s history. She became free in that year. She
won her fight for freedom without weapons, with
ahimsa (non-violence) and truth—the first instance in
world history. For two centuries preceding Inde-
pendence many nations did not take much notice of
India. Years of neglect left her poor and backward.
But, thanks to the policy adopted by the present Govern-
ment, she commands enormous respect in the world
today, and her voice is heard everywhere.

The transformation since 1947 is remarkable. Herojc
efforts have been made to solve the country’s problems
through democratic methods which recognise the worth
and the dignity of the human individual. In a matter
of 14 years, the country has greatly increased the produc-
tion of food and steel, reduced the death rate, intro-
duced many benefits for labour including health
insurance, raised the status of women, set up an atomic
reactor and a number of scientific laboratories and
introduced many educational and social reforms.

Refugee migrations

Pakistan came into existence on the midnight of
August 14, 1947. And came the problem of refugee
migrations. Leaving their homes, and land and pro-
perty, millions of people (mostly Hindus) migrated to
India. Though a large number (mostly Muslims)
also went from India to make Pakistan their home,
the strain on India was tremendous. She had to feed
them, give them jobs, and help them to start life again.
It was a pitiable sight to see men, women, and children
huddled together on railway station platforms, school
buildings, and on land wunfit for human habitation.
My memory is still green of the heart-rending sights
I saw in 1947-48 in Bombay and other places.

It is unquestionably one of India’s greatest achieve-
ments that within a period of 12 years she could solve
the tremendous problem of rehabilitating  about 10
million refugees by giving them land, houses, and jobs
through her own efforts and resources. In no other
country had refugee problems of such magnitude been
solved without external assistance. The Government
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place in India

spent about Rs. 400 crores for the purpose. And India
again is the only country in the world which paid
compensation to refugees for loss suffered by them in
addition to rehabilitation grants and aid.

Merger of States

A second notable achievement is the integration of
over 500 princely States, big and small. After becoming
free, the country could not remain cut up into little
bits and pieces. The States were therefore asked to
become either part of India or Pakistan. The choice
was left to the princes. There were lot of difficulties.
It was Sardar Patel, as Home Minister, who achieved

the great task of taking over these States in a little less
than two years.

India’s third achievement is the drafting and enactment
of a Constitution laying down the way in which the
country is to be governed, and listing the freedoms
guaranteed to each citizen. By this Constitution, she
became a parliamentary democracy—the people choosing
the representatives for Parliament which enacts laws
for the country. The country was to be ruled by the
people’s own consent, and five-yearly elections to the
Central and State legislatures based on adult franchise
guaranteed a democratic Government.

Many politicians outside India feared whether the
grant of franchise to all adults, men and women, would
be wise, as over 70 per cent of Indians are illiterate.
Nowhere in the democratic world had so many millions
ever voted together as in India’s general election—the
first of which was held in 1951, and the second in 1956.

You now see the reason why India is called the largest
democracy in the world.

Development Plans

India’s five-year development plans are a practical
demonstration of democratic economic planning at
its best. Credit goes to Mr. Nehru for making the
country plan-minded, and bringing it to the * take-off ”’
stage in respect of industrialisation and development.
Agriculture received the highest priority, and tremendous
efforts were made to pull the country out of the rut of
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-degrading.

.One finds more people

poverty and misery. So far two ﬁve-ygar plans h-fwe
been i'mp]cmemed, and the third? the lmpk_:r.nentatwn
of which started in April ]961,. is an amblt.xous ?l‘l(f.
in the first plan, which ended in 1956, lndl_a bw”t a
number of dams across her rivers, ‘the most m}po;uml
of which are the Bhakra-Nangal in tl?e Punjai?. 1l.1e
Tungabhadra in Andhra Pradesh, the Hirakud P‘lmdll:
Orissa (the longest in the wor-ld), and the deO at
Valley Project in Bihar. The river valley de\e,l,o;.)mte‘ne
programmes are the “largest and tl_w boldest ” m . 1‘t
world. The major multipurpose river valley pmj»ccl
is the Bhakra-Nangal which consists of a 740 feet high

.dam—-the highest straight gravity dam in the world—

with : bout 560 miles of canals and over 2100(') mlle%' of
tributaries. The new d.ums have help:d in mcreas/fng
food p oduction by a few milliop tons, and fn supp]();;ﬁ
electricity to thousands of vnllz?ges. Th'. ﬁrst‘ "
that was built in India was the Krishnarajasagar D‘{I;;\ 1
Mysore State, and the next one was the Mettur a,m
in Madras State several years back. !n regafd to ‘t1 he
construction of dams, India is not laggmg behind O: ‘:;‘
nations, and it is possible to catch up with other coun n;xm
in the next four or five years. Shfa would have s;)
Rs. “700 crores on the construction of dams alone

.covering the period of ail the three five-year plans.

‘Steel Factories .

In the Second Plan, which ended ecarly in 1961, three
big steel factories (at Bhilai, Durgapur a.nd Rourkell';x)
were set up. It is the aim that every Indian should_ be
free from poverty and wan‘t,‘and have a gOOd _]Oh.
Mr. Nehru once said : T dislike the vulgarity of the

ich as much as the poverty of the poor. Both are

s ] want higher standards for all my people,

and not for a few alone.d | ddo ?c;tv]\rv;;nt a Afgijecf1efez
ir high standard of b -

torg?\l.\lgtr :};th posfierity should judge India not’ by thcf

I‘;ﬁ retensions *’ of her leaders, « but. by the qual.nty }(1)

lifz of the least of us, by the amenities a person in the

most remote village enjoys.”

Among other achievements are the introd.ucu‘ornt or:

the decimal system of coinagfa and the metric 53; e;n
iohts and measures. Vigorous steps ha"? e

ot dicate social evils and contagious diseases.
taken O more above the age of 70 than before,
the death-rate as a result of 'flll
undertaken. The average life
27 till 1950 has gone up to 3}.
t in improving housing coqdn-
slum areas. The introdyctlon
of prohibition has brought about improvement in the

In the field of
i thousands of people.'

e O many laws assure minimum wages gnd
nment has in mind

because of a drop in
the health measures
ich was
expectancy whic
Millions have been spen
tions, particularly n the

fare
Jabour welfare,
service conditions ; and the Gover

social security and welfare. The new Hindu Code,
providing for u share in the t'ather‘s‘propeljty to the
daughter, is perhaps the most far-reaching soqul reform
affecting about 85 per cent of the population (Hindus).

Panchayat Raj

The village development programmes are inspir.cd
by democracy. Panchayat Raj, \Yh.ICh gives wide
powers to village panchayats in administrative mattefS,
has been introduced in a number of States. The zamin-
dari system has been abolished by law throughout
India, and the lands taken over after payment of com-
pensation, have been distributed to the ]a'ndless:. The
community development programme, which aims at
the individual and collective welfare of the rural'popu-
lation, has changed the face of hundreds of v.lllages.
It is a progranime planned and implen1ent§d by v1.l]agers
themselves, the Government offering technical assistance
and financial aid.

In the field of education, numcrous reforms have
been introduced to provide boys and girls the type of
education suited to their liking. More schools and
colleges have been started in almost every St:ate. .Fee
concessions, free mid-day meals, etc., are bemg given
to ensure that all children of the schoql-gomg age
attend schools. In the matter of appomtme‘ms to
public services, reservations have be'en madg for the
backward classes whose welfare receives special atten-

tion.

Miles of new roads and a number of bridges which
are feats of engineering skill have been constructed.
A 933-foot-long bridge, having eight spans,.has bee':n
erected across the Sutlej, five miles from' Bilaspur in
Himachal Pradesh. Itis 211 feet high, and ns‘the.sccond
highest bridge in the world, the first one being in Ger-
many (233 feet).  The railways and air services are
now owned by the Government ; and transport in a
number of States has been nationalised.

Industrial expansion, though hanc?icappcd by lack
of capital goods and scarcity of foreign e'xchangc, has
shown marked progress. Eﬂ'orts_ure being made to
see that every part of the country is deyelf)ped, and the
consumer goods needed are produced within thg country
itself. With a few more five-year plans, India hopes
to catch up with the advanced nations of the world.

In the cultural field, too, India today ranks high.
In the number of books published, for example, she
rubbed shoulders with France, West Germany, Japan,
Russia, the United Kingdom, and the U.S._A. as a
couniry which published more'lhan 10,000 titles. In
1958, for instance, India published 17,1_133 books of
which 16,117 were first editions. The richest country
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in the world, the U.S.A., published only 13.462 books.
of which 11,012 were first editions.

Foreign Policy

After India attained freedom she has been follow-
ing a policy of non-alignment and non-interference in
respect of foreign affairs. She enunciated the prin-
ciples of co-existence, called the Panch-Shila, which
has been adopted by a number of other countries. She
has espoused the cause of many backward and oppresed
countries in Asia and Africa. These nations highly
respect India and look to her for help in the fight for
justice and freedom. India, too, has been propagating
the principles of friendliness and tolerance taught by
the Buddha and Gandhi. Mr. Nehru, like other leaders
of the world, is conscious of the fact that progress and
happiness depend on world peace. In his own way.
he has been advocating the need for nations to under-
stand each other better and to live peacefully by out-
lawing all nuclear weapons.

You may like to contrast India’s post-Independence
progress with that of other nations, which, like her,
had achieved independence after the second World
War. But no sooner they won independence than they
fell prey to extreme nationalism in their body politics.
India did not.

India and America are bound together in common
aspirations. Both nations were born out of the sweat,
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the tears, and the sacrifice to throw off the chaj
colonial domination. Both nations were :::oam§ of
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are Zi::;::
equal. These nations contributed to the world and to
the ages. two of the worlds great moral giants—
Gandhi and Lincoln.

Mr. Ellsworth Bunker, America’s Ambassador in
India till recently, in a farewell speech. said :

“India in the past has sometimes been described
as a sleeping giant. The giant is awake now,
his sinews are tightening, and his imagination
is aflame with new ideas. And what is best
about this giant is that he is a peaceful giant,
a democratic giant, a gentle giant with a
generous dispositicn and winning personality.
He is a giant bending to the work at hand
with determination and courage, and astcut
heart. But he is giant who will use his
great strength not to threaten and dominate
others, and rob them of their freedom, bug
to assist and comfort, and co-operate with
others in shouldering the heavy burdens that
weigh upon us all.”

India is committed 1o the democratic way which
makes the worth and dignity of the individual para-.
mount. A glorious future awaits her.
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Inside India

AN ECONOMIC COMMENTARY

BY

Pror. K. VASUDEVAN

Debate on Common Market

The debate on the common market is still on. The
first stage of this debate will be reached when British
Prime Minister Macmillan is expected to announce
the decision of his country regarding her entry in to
the common market. There is no doubt that Britain
will certainly join the European Community. Many
‘were lulled into false position when they found, three
British Cabinet ministers journeying to various parts
-of the world to explain and consult the Commonwealth

-countries. As was expected, the Commonwealth coun-

tries judged the entire issue, from their own angle, and
without a single exception they have vetoed any idea,
-of Britain merging herself with the European Community.
But the excursions of the cabinet ministers, need not
be taken as indications of the decision being influenced
by the views prevailing in the various parts of the
Commonwealth. On the other hand it was a piece

-of commercial diplomacy which Britain had practised.

The Commonwealth countries can flatter themselves
that they have been consulted individually, and in the
meantime Britain could consult the members of the
common market about the concessions that she must
get before she can join it.  Britain will certainly negotiate
for concessions, which will apply to the dairy products
of New Zealand. It is also expected that she will ask
for some concessions for exports from the Asian and
African Commonwealth countries. Mr. Macmillan was
saying that his 2im was a * partnership for Europe consis-
tent with our duties to the Commonwealth, to agriculture
and of course to our partners in EFTA.” 1t is said,
that British agriculture, may offer a stiff patch which
must be smoothened. London Economist points out
that * British Agriculture is a source of many enigmas.’
It is an efficient and prosperous sector of the economy,
but the agriculturists in that country feel that they
must bask under the sun of protection obtained by his
government. It is said that the average British farmer
carns about £ 1,200 a year. This comparative affluence
is attributed, to the efficiency of the British farmer. But
some portion of this economic position is also attributed
to the more generous and comprehensive system of
state support that prevails there. The rural services
in England have been generously subsidised. Though
we are sure that Britain will enter the common market
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it remains to be seen how she is going to make th
“journey to Rome’ less irksome, to herself, to he
friends in the Commonwealith, and to her newly acquirec
friends in the European Free Trade Area.

What we are interested in is the repercussion of
Britain’s entry on India.  Prime Minister Nehru rightly
said that India cannot interfere in any decision arrived
at by Britain, but added that her move will have adverse
effects. Quite apart from the political implication of
Britain's entry to the future of Commonwealth, India
will have to adjust her economic plan to the changing
pattern of external trade. It is as plain as a pike staff
that Indian Plan had jockeyed itself, into the position
of depending on external aid more and more. This
means that she must export or perish. Even as it is,
her position is an unenviable one and her steps a
economic emancipation are strewn with too many thomi
Building up her export trade has become an‘
necessity and unless this is done, her capacity to earn
foreign currency and her ability to pay off her foreign
commitments will be hampered. In a recent speech
the Reserve Bank Governor lyengar pointed out, that
the foreign exchange position of India would continue
to be difficult for at least the next ten years. The move
of Britain has imported an uncertainty in our planning.
But there are some who feel that we should not wish
that ideal conditions should prevail always and economic
planning means that we must have the courage to take
up the challenge and overcome impediments. It is
pointed out that during the middle of the last plan,
we were faced with foreign exchange crisis which very
nearly stopped the progress of the Plan but we somehow
got over. If we enjoy a sheltered position, our economy
will become soft and each iil wind that blows across
the international scene will bring a gale on the Indian
economic scene. We have to toughen the fibre of
our economy and from that point of view, we should
welcome the changing pattern of international economic
scene which will affect the Indian economy. It is also
pointed out that many people have read a tragedy into
the proposed entry of U.K. into the common market.
While it is true that our leading elements in our exports
to the U.K. like tea, cotton, textiles and jute will be
hard pressed, we must take into consideration, the
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long range tread. It is pointed out that once we jump
the initial hurdle of higher duties on our imports into
U.K., we arc in a vastly expanded market of which
U.K. is only a small part. The initial hurdle is bound
to be somewhat prostrating. Once the hump is crossed.
we will have the advantage of the most rapidly growing
market in the world. It is expected that within two
decades. the European Common Market might well
equal the United States market and the Commonwealth
market combined. [t is therefore, observed with some
force that, ¢ getting into the European common market
vie the U.K. might well be one of the most important
shots in the arm that Indian exports will receive over
the next decade.”

Crisis again

Like the proverbial Londoner who felt unhappy
on a particular day during the wartime because there
was no bombing, we are fast reaching a stage when the
crisis in our foreign exchange position will become
a normal affair, and we will get used to it. The Reserve
Bank’s statement for the week ending July 14, announced
that foreign exchange securities stood at a very low
figure of Rs. 93 crores and the balances held abroad
at Rs. 41.72 crores. These figures reveal the very low
level of our assets available to cushion the difficulties,
arising out of our foreign exchange position. It was
said that the foreign assets now held equals in value
the cost of one month's imports, and is scarcely above
the minimum which has to be maintained with the
Reserve Bank while it is true that sometime back Aid-
India Club announced very generous help. these could
not be used to tide over temporary difficulty. Further
a major portion of foreign aid has been earmarked
for specific projects. The exchange crisis which has
appeared, relate to the forcign trade deficit. These
facts have made India, approach the International
Monetary Fund for temporary help, to tide the balance
of payments difficulties. For the third time since
independence, India has gone to the L.M.F. and obtained
a credit of S 250 million, the largest taken so far. A
feature of the present borrowing is that, it is in six
currencies—U.S. dollar, pound, sterling, deutsche mark,
French francs, Italian lire and Japanese yen. The
present approach to the I.M.F. once again points to the
problem of increasing the export trade. Several sugges-
tions have been made and few of them though of some
help in the immediate future will create fresh trouble
for the country. Just as austerity is a virtue in the
domestic economy, similarly austerity should be practised
with regard to our foreign expenditure on items which
can he dispensed away without much ado.

IS

Better Baaks

Eversince the bank failuges wh
tes which o .
recent past, the Reserve Bank curted in the

of India b .
steps to stren.gthen the banking structure, egFai:sttakmg
adopted a policy of Promoting amalgamation, Rec;:tely

y

the Reserve Bank of India has proposed to bring ap,
certain changes in the reserve requirements of the coomuf
mercial banks. The Reserve Bank has put forth the
following proposals : First the banks should build
up the aggregate capital and reserves such that, they
amount to {9 of deposit liabilities. Secondly, the
statutory reserve is to be made uniform at 5% deposits,
insicad of 59 of demand liabilities and 29, of time
liabilities. Thirdly, the central banking institution
would be ermpowered to raise the statutory reserve ratio
to 1577 of deposits. Fourthly. the liquidity ratio.
comprising the cash and balances witl) the Reserye
Bank and unencumbered holdings of government
securities. would be raised (o 27890 of deposits from
209;.

The case for this reform has been well presented by
the Reserve Bank. It pointed out that the presen't
level of banks™ * own funds " is indequate. as compared
with the quantum of deposits or with the risks taken
by banks. by extending their lending activities. The
ratio of bank credit to deposits at the close of 1960 was
697. 1t was also pointed out rhat though the profits
of banks have doubled during the Fifties, there h
been a commensurate rise in the paid up capital. Some
difference of opinion has been expressed regarding
the proposals of the Reserve Bank of India. It is
pointed out that a time has come when the necessity
for keeping some reserves with the Reserve Bank of
India should be examined. Since the new regulations
will enjoin the banks to keep a specified reserve with
themselves, the necessity of keeping a certain portion
with the Reserve Bank of India is questioned. It is
also suggested that a portion of the reserves kept with
the bank say 1% may be invested in Treasury Bills
and this will cnable the banks to earn some amount.
While these criticisms suggest ways of augmenting
the earning capacity of the banks, they do not question
the importance of the measures proposed.

A Raw Deal

In our eagerncss to hasten the pace of the Plan, we
have been searching for various methods. of eliminating
as far as possible the difficulty arising out of the none
too satisfactory foreign exchange situation. For the
last few years a new technique has been developed and
it relates to bilateral trade agreements with the Eastern
Bloc countries, which have been made in the form of
a rupee payment agreement. The gjm of this type
of agreement is to eliminate the difficulty due 10 the

as not
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.a subsequent modification said that

-Czechoslovakia w

paucity of foreign exchange and at the s.me ;tlinr:e
bring about better trade between .the particip rtgsg
countries i.e., for our part we can build bett;r expo
and at the same time we coulq offer. some che;mtxt;/S:
to the exporting countries dealing with us. Bu

almost harmless agreement, has proved another mill-

stone round the neck of the strained Indian Econm?e):ji
Under the agreements the exporters were lpre}iien-
to accept payments in rupees and t.hey also nen
tioned the various commodities, that might be tra ter-,
the idea being that these agreements would not In 1

fere with the normal trade or upset the economy in

any way. In practice this form of agreements, re-

sulted in blocked balances. These agreements.pro:
vided that the net balance at the ent‘i of stated (;The;t
vals should be settled in sterling and it was foun he
India had to pay the exporting countries m‘sterthii
when we were short of that currency. To obviate

the method of
settling the net balance periodically vEnll be settlce;-:(ji ul;z
negotiation. It is pointed out tbat this new r}:lrole ure
brought still more misery to'lndxa. Fc()jr dexv::l/it 1113 o o
bilateral agreement with China has ende L e
plus.in India’s favour but she has not r.educe balanee
by exporting to India. Another instance dqr:lr -
the agreement with Egypt when we eé(portt_e LT s
Jute and in return got only blocked fg)’l’llfﬂ:3 o hange
It is also stated that Egypt .made some 'Ol‘el% R
by selling these articles 1n the continenta

i d have °
which we coL hich has an agreement with us, after

importing coffee from India sold the stuff to Germany

ce
at the c.i.f. price which wasaI(;)ewcle]r1 dtif;arllozlgeot;;o.tz.e p(;’; "
. . . . .
;)nech:i::a.weﬂg“ost no()rfly()ll;lyo;ked rupees .but also SI;?;LZ:
the international market for our coffee'n:'ft:lt?;et.he These
¢ ts have also led to the depreciatio!  the value
e ru for in some cases, the parties action
o b rf? !l)le'fn’ in the value of the rupee externally.
When the Iilaftern Bloc countries agree to supply goods
e untries by purchasing these goods from us
at Othe:r cf(3 r below that must rule, it will lead to a fall
fit p Pflcel ) of the rupee in International Monetary
i Va1‘1]1eanoth<=.r case the foreign importer upset the
el ket by raising it and purchasing certain com(;
10031_ s ehuge lots. For example, Russia pl{rchasc’:d
mOdltcliesl;ges in the Madras market and t}%c price }?al
ta:sn Zttralctive from the local dealers’ pomrtt ?:'a;;e\;;
¥his upest the tra’ditiona! pattern oufrrz);pothe i
these goods and once this has occ 1 ,ustomer e
j who had been our traditional ¢ o e
;::lfnzlrsewhere- for his future imports. ’ toagymen;
considering the adverse effects of theh;slpzo n:)e e
agreements, it Jooks as if that time
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done directly with benefit to India. ,

these agreements are revised to eliminate all unexpected
kinks which adversely affect our economy. It may
be that we lacked experience and we have to learn
lessons in international commercial diplomacy after
paying a heavy price.

Oil Policy

For sometime now the oil policy of the Union govern-
ment has come in for adverse comm‘ents. 1t is said
that if the policy had been more rez'llist?c we could have
the help of experienced oil countries in the matter of
prospecting and much time and capital could have been
saved. The Union government has been accu§eq c.)f
doctrinaire approach. In the .matte_r of the 011‘ 1t'1s
difficult to arrive at a policy which will not’ only invite
foreign interests but also preserve the country’s autonomy
in the economic sphere. While frorp lhg short ter'm
point of view, we can invite the f_'orelgn oil compar}xels
to help us, and can concede. their d.emand fo'r a z:)]r
return, from the long-term pou.1t of view one ]]ms‘ to’] (3
cautious, because, this oil by§1ne§s is .deﬁmte y olﬂyn
for there is too much of politics In this. Onz is owﬁo
reminded of the pathetic ﬁgure of Dr. Ivlljos%:heq,etro-
at the time of Abadan Crisis obse:rved, t eh. e tpo o
leum industry contributed practically .n(;t ing Lo the
well-being of the people} or the lt;ct}:}r,nca’r lf);oegVidence
; i my co .
mdusmalt;?r]relle?ft)r?ser:;a? aftZr fifty years of exploita-
ff)r that'S foreign company, we still have not enouglj
tlon'by 3 hnicians and must call in foreign exper'ts.
i teC. w was expressed by the American econom}st,
The samgtVllee who said that “in its years of operatxo'n
_Eugenc i ﬁag little impact, on the day-to-day economic
l'n fran & at bulk of the Iranian pation, who Contlr'\ued
e or grz scanty substance by a primitive agricul-
to eke Zut a system of near serfdom.” These observa_-
t}]re unh e:ld remind us that when we evaluate the oil
no]r;(s: So(} the government of India, it. is not mere.ly
pottir?g a few million gallons more of oil but what will
iz the effect on the whole economy. T};; ar;}lntlect. (;f

i Oil Policy is Sri. K. D. aav1.y .

;lriea rletgiinnotice about the oil policy of M;]avxyal
the Calcutta correspondent of tl?e ‘London ‘ma.c1a
Times * said that the agreement w1t}_1 Burmah Oil, ;s a
triumph of his personal policy, which has lately een
under fire both in India and abroad: It may s1;(rpnse
many that unlike some ministe.rs Sri. MalaY:ya}r x;l(:l\::
his ropes. He received the Diploma in 'Oll ]ei'mte
logy from the Harcourt Butler Technol.oglca' nsti ’
i ore in 1929. As ‘ London Fmancna]. Tn.nes
- 'Ca:m:)ut that *his most outstanding quality is a
]r))::‘::l?lial optimism which is not often found in

oil-men.’
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Demography

Dr. Rao, the Director of the Institute of Economic
Grom, recently stressed the need for demographic
studies along State and Regional lines, in India. This
has reff:rence to the recent findings about our censu;
whe_:re it was revealed that the problem of populatioﬁ
varies from one state to another. Between 1951 and
1961, the country’s population rose by 21.5% ; but
f)nly in Mysore and Himachal Pradesh was the i(r;creasc
9u5t about the national average. The increase in both
iIn Assam and in West Bengal was more than 329
il"he density of population per square mile is greate;
in Kerala and in West Bengal. Dr. Rao pointed out
that the problem of population is likely to deepen with

the constitution of States along linguisti
the co guistic lines :
:ldtrixlen%v lir:cr)lwtlh of .sub-r‘\ational s«:ntimentil.mils‘hil;;(;i vt";;
B me w ro; l1e migration from one state to anothei‘
vas o tr;]e . el?l at all. But the position has changed
: Increased cry, that loaves and fishe .
g0 to the “sons of the soil ", it is likely that thesmnclsst
n:,;ntl of f1‘)eopl‘e w1'll be hampered. It is also likely cht
p p‘e o a’state In another states will think of retu
ing home* and thus complicate the problem ln?-
ane we devote some attention to the future t; dt y
m}er-state migration of people and perhaps this a roach
will lez.1d us to revise the feudalistic approachp;;?alclh
redr_awmg the map of India. Time and again we :\ N
rem_u‘lded that at present low sentiments and pi l'?
politics pollute all questions. \ P

(Continued from page 22)

Be the very embodiment of patience when you tackl
a moderner. [t will be better if you are a bit Cf ?
w.restler .too. For at times you will have to wr0 tl‘dl
Wl.th a piece, exert all your might to squeeze out s e,
thing that has a semblance of sense from the ¢ (l))me-
and objective correlativity of the moderner : 'll"gllln
modern law-giver has well put it like this “.Ther:

20

should be cerebral muscles in poetry is i
shoud y “—this is applica
o ;lrlsf;(g?fv }(:f art. So bfother, it is a quesl;ionb(l)?
T thaes Sien you are vis-a-vis a piece of moderp
S o more newy and muscular you are the easi
presence of the moderner. N wzis(;er
er

the modern Venus i :
S is n
veins. othing more than a bundle of
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.one hurt me, and I'll go to ch

On her return her mother sai

.come hom

.appears (0 protest again

SMILE-A-WHILE

Prayers of children
1. Reminder—Edward, saying his p_rayers said :
~and God please make Billy stop throwing stones at

me. By the way, Lord, 1’ve mentioned this before.”
* *

2. Promise—An interesting little boy, timid when
Jeft alone in a dark room, was overheard by his mother

to pray in his loneliness : « Oh, Lord, don’t let any
urch next Sunday, and give

you some money.”

* *

3. Natural request—Child’s prayer “ And, dear
Lord, please put vitamins and calories in candy and
cake instead of in spinach and cod-liver oil.”

* *

4. It was odd—A lawyer related the following

story as an illustration of circumstantial evidence :

A young and pretty girl had been out walking.
d, “ Where have you been,

my dear?”
* Only in the park,” she replied.
« With whom?” continued her mother.
“No one, mother,” said the young girl.
“No one?” her mother repeated.
« No one,” was the reply.

« Then,” said she, « explain how is it you have
e with a walking stick when you started out

with an umbrella?”
*

*

5. Which the subject sex )—Scarcely 2 meeting of

i ¢ but some citizen
Board of Public Works passes me
e an st the streetcar skipping the

At one meeting of the Board,
4 woman made such a protest. “ Please, Mr. Chair’r,nan,”
she pleaded, « have the cars stop at this street.

«] don’t see how Wwe can do that,” said the

stop nearest his home.

chairman.

« [t won’t cost you cent to do it,” implored the

woman.
«We can’t do it,”
At this the woman lost her patienge
her finger at the chairman, she exclaimed :

. . 1
wish I were your wife for one minute.
' *
*

replied the chairman.
and, shaking
“1 just

6. She knev;'~WiIIe: Mother, do ) fairy tales
ime ” 1

always begin with “ Once upon a

Mother - ** No, dear, not always. They some-
times begin with < My love, I will be detained at the

office tonight > ”.
* *

7. Revealing family secrets—Teacher (pointing to
a picture of a deer) : “ Lester, what is that?”
Lester : 1 don’t know, teacher.”
Teacher : * What does your mother call your

father?”
Lester - * Don't try to tell me that’s a Jouse 15
* *

8. The wonder of it—Little Clarence : ** Pa.”

Father : * Well, son?”
Little Clarence : * 1 took a walk through the

cemetery today and read the inscriptions on the tomb-

stones.”
Father : * And what were your thoughts after

you had done so?”
Little Clarence : ** Why, Pa, } wondered where

all the wicked people are buried.”
* *

9. Cash down !—A tailor was suing a customer for
the price of a suit of clothes. Counsel’s agreement
had been entered into between the tailor and his client
to the effect that the latter would have three months
in which to pay, and, as that period had not yet expired,
the case ought never to have been brought. On this
point the clothier was subjected to a searching cross-
examination.

«“ Now, sir,” said counsel in a domineering tone,
«]f 1 had ordered that suit of clothes instead of the
defendant would you have sued me for the price at this
stage?”

“ No, sir,” was the reply.

« Ah 1" and counsel beamed round the court
with the air of a man who sees victory, ‘“and why,

pray?”
« Because in your case } would have demanded

cash down !”
%*

10. Retiring from business—an old Hebrew was
s family gathered at his bedside, and as the
old man was breathing his last they asked him to tell
them the names of the people who owed him money.
This he did, naming one by one, about a dozen debtors.

« Now, Father "—the son bent over him—** tell
us the names of the people to whom you owe money.”

«“ They should die and tell you,” the old man

dying. Hi

replied.
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On Modern Art :
A VIEW-POINT

BY

JOHN VERGIS

Modern art is a medley—a pot pourri. It is a
bewildering Sphinx. 1t baffles you by its cumbersome
brush and its staggering pen. It is the product of
modern psychology which in turn is nothing but the
confused jibberings of an unbalanced world-mind !

The mainstay of all modern art-forms is their
incomprehensibility. If you can’t decipher a drawing,
well, you are a plain fool, an ignoramus. The painter
is a Picasso, greater than Michelangelo. If you can’t
make head or tail of a piece of what passes nowadays
by the name of poetry—well, your brain has not deve-
loped enough and the writer is an Eliot-—greater than
Shakespeare. For the world today believes in labyrin-
thine circumlocutions, subtle suggestions, obscure
symbols, vague impressions, grotesque cubes, fantastic
correlations and......... anything but plain-speaking which
unfortunately has become something of the past. This
is the case with almost every department of life—from
politics to painting and more so in the latter.

Here is a painting. Quite modern. * Starvation ”
is the title. If you are intelligent you try to do some
research on the relationship between the title and the
titled ! Result? Confusion worse confounded. You
find nothing but a jumble of colours—all the seven plus
those that result from the permutation and combination
of these. You rack your brain ; your forehead perspires
and in despair you throw away the painting. Then
comes your modern neighbour to show you a piece of
his mind. “ How have you got the guts to abuse
in this fashion the greatest of modern painting? You
are unfit for the modern age.” You are run down like
anything. You fret and in your uneasiness you forget
your lessons in art. You then take rest in the shadow
of your own ignorance. * After all,” you feel, “ my
friend may be correct. I am not so modern as he to
understand the various subtleties and nuances of modern
painting. There, my good comrade, you err. Aund
there lies the success of the modern artist and all his
admirers. Neither he nor his blind worshippers know
for certain what he intends to convey to the observer
through this medley of colours. * Starvation, my
dear, starvation ; but who starves and in what is the
question.” Tastead of admitting their folly they carry
on duping us. Sirs. even this too shall pass away.

We shall have to wait for the century to turn. that is
all.

I have reasons to predict this. The modern actist
cannot depict anything wholly whether in painting
or poetry or sculpture. His vision is not whole. Maybe
because the moderner fives in an age of specialization
and particularization, He may tell you that life is
a string of many-coloured fragments. But great art
conveys the sense of wholeness—and wholesomeness—
to the recipients ; but unfortunately both these qualities
are pitiably missing in what we hail and uphold as
modern art. What lingers in the mind is not the parti-
cular but the general—as far as life and hence art in
general are concerned. The impressions we gather
from the work of moderner are transitory and never-
last.mg. He may tell you that this is the age of the
brain and not of the heart. His lecture may continue
thus : if you can’t comprehend a modern piece of
art, your brain is of a low order. We believe in the
survival of the best and the fittest. Art flees faster
now towards the best and the fittest, leaving behind
Fhe slow-brained who have to bewail of their own fate
instead of the worthlessness of our artistic sense...... ..
All sound arguments, but actual experience proves
to the contrary. A sense of perfection is not obtained,
sir, by racking your brains on a medley of colours.
Your naughty little child who scribbles on your notebook
and tumbles down a few colour-pots over it can be
a better artist if a mere conglomeration of a thousand

colour's and a ten thousand thick and thin lines is
the criterion of great art.

Thosc rules of old were felled like nine-pins at the
advent of the present century and new experiments
began in all earnest. We are still in a jungle of experi-
ments which are fortunately named and honoured
by a lot of dilettantes instead of being abandoned after
finding their worth. We have got names in plenty—
expressionism, impressionism, cubism, futurism.....
flopism ! This convenient mode of nomenclature
supplies these fads with the life-breath that sustaine

them : otherwise they would have by now faded into
the limbo of oblivion. .

But a piece of warning for all those who are concerned
(Continued on page 20)
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Personality Sketch

JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

BY

KASHYAPA

In the present-day world of warring emotions—cold
or otherwise—it is generally conceded that it is the
Neutral and uncommitted nations that matter a great
deal. Among the neutral nations it is equally admitted
that India ranks foremost, whether because of Nehru’s
personality, or Menon’s diplomacy, or just India’s
geographical bounties it hardly matters. Be that.:fs
it may, it is of paramount importance that India’s
relations with the major world powers are such that
she can both help to maintain peace and, at the same
time succeed where the old man with his ass in Aesqp
could not. International relations are often kept In
proper condition by those who lie abroad for their
respective countries, and;thus it is that. the U.S. Ambass-
ador in India becomes not just a diplomat but a key
figure in the whole world. The mantle of that august
office was till recently borne by pppular Ellsworth
Bunker, and now by gaunt Galbr_anth, »Yhose recent
visit to the state metropolis has rightly |mpcllcd the
Editor to suggest his name as the Personality of the

Month.
E 3 *

hat one nation can give to another
a man of the greatest intellectual
attainments who, in addition, is known to wield 1nﬂuence
with the powers that be. An able diplomat 1s one
thing ; a scholar-friend is anothe.r. The former' ma)f
do his duties to the utter satisfaction of both nagons ;
but it is the latter that strikes a pgrsonal and s.mcefe
note. In selecting Galbraith as his representative 1n
India, President Kennedy h.as shown that he wants a
real personal friend in India, and not mergly a ﬁne
international statesman. I feel that by this chqx;le,
Kennedy has made it as apparent. s hc? can possi r):
make it, that he wants to find in India not just adcomn:l?al
cial or economic relation, but a personal'z]m' corr elat
friend. Galbraith is not a great .dxplomat s he s gtgthm
man. The shift in that emphasis has more mn 1

meets the eye.

The highest tribute t
is to depute as its Envoy

*
icuously tall Ambassador

f economic development
gnment is in India.

x

The fifty-three-year old, consp
js an authority on problemg of ec
and his very first diplomatic assi

He was teaching economics in Harvard University
from 1948, and is known to be a man of enviable intel-
lectual attainments. His books—and there are no less
than five of them—have been great successes; in partic-
ular his treatise on American Capitalism and the
Affluent Society have attracted worldwide attention.
In the former book Galbraith has developed a new
notion : that when too much power concentrates in
the hands of one or more companies, other companies
arise to balance it. For this reason hg sees no h.aI.'m
in bigness itself, because he believes that it is the equ'xl.xb-
rium established between power and counter-availing
power that makes the American economy stable and
prosperous. In the latter book Galbraith has propoupd-
ed another revolutionary (in a proper and un-Marxian
sense) theory that the American .ecoqomy has reachf:d
a point where urgency of productl.or'l is no longer valid.
He suggests a solution for maintaining full cn;nploym;nt
by increasing expenditures in public service which
would satisfy real needs and in the long run lea§ 1)
a happier, healthier and better educated population.
In another recent book The Liberal 'Hozfr Galbrant.h
has recommended increased U.S. spending in the public
sector. Any one of his books would have s.ufﬁced to
earn for him a lasting place in world econom'xcs ; w_hat
need, I say when he has several of them to his credit.

% %®

Some biographical data about the new Ambassador
will not be out of place, and particularly. wbe.re one has
little personal acquaintance with the individual con-
cerned, facts about his life by themselves create a clez}r
image about his personality. Born at lona'Statlon in
Ontario (Canada)on October 15, 1908., Galt?ralth t_ook his
firstdegreein Canada— Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
in 1931 from the University of Toronto. He later came
to California and took an M.S. and then'a P!1.D. in
Economics from the University of Cahformg. He
spent a couple of years in the Cambndge University
in England as well. His professional background
discloses a keen scholar : He was research fellow
at the University of California from 1931 to 1934, and
then came as Instructor and Tutor at the Harvard
University. 1t was on¢ uniform and vpward progress
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that he registered, and from an Assistant Professorship
at Princeston in 1930 to a Professorship at Harvard
in 1949, it was a gradual evolution of an economist
of no mean ability. He has been awarded the American
Medal of Freedom and the President’s Certificate of
merit for wartime services.

* *

The difference between Bunker and Galbraith has
been very aptly put by the Washington Post, and it

deserves reproduction :

* Each appointee (to the Indian Ambassadorship)
has seemed to fill a particular need at a parti-
cular time. Bunker has combined professional
insight and finesse with warmth and under-
standing, while economist Galbraith has the
advantages of a wide acquaintance with the
problem of India and a close personal relation-
ship with President Kennedy.”

Galbraith is no stranger to India and has already
visited India twice, once in 1956 and again in 1959.
At the request of the Government of India he has
prepared a note on problems of Industrial management
and economic development. The Ambassador is thus
familiar with the needs of India and will be ideally
gualified to recommend to his Government just the

BROADWAY
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sort of aid that -will be necessary for the improvenicnt
of the country. 1 do not know if it was humility or
his diplomatic tact that made him say it, but his state-
ment at a Press Conference in New Delhi is significant.
He said : “ The Indian Government is the best judge
of what projects need priority assistance, and the ruling
consideration from now on will be to accept India’s
best judgment.” 1 would request the learned economist,
not be so diplomatic, but come out with his frank
opinions whenever occasions arose. 1 am sure his
advice will be listened to with respect by Pandit Nehru.
For my country, I do not want to lose the expert
guidance of an economist of world repute, of the
calibre of Galbraith, by hims:If acting highly
diplomatic and c:remonious as an Ambassador.
* *

If Indo-American collaboration was put on a firm
footing, and aid was forthcoming in the requisite
measure, it is a question of time before India emerges
from the economic doldrums of an undeveloped state,
and bloomsforth as a great power, not only spiritually
but materially as well. Good diplomatic relations
are vital for this and none can help more than the
towering Galbraith. The sky may be the limit where
cooperation and aid are concerned, and being six
inches taller than the nearest man, Galbraith may reach

it the sooner !
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SPORTS IN BRIEF

By OuURr SporTs COMMENTATOR

Krishnan falters before the winning post

{t 1s a great pity that Ramanathan Krishnan, India’s
tennis champion succumbed to Rod Laver of Australia,
second seeded player, who annexed the coveted Tennis
crown,

Krishnan, with his delicate artistry and perfectly
executed shots, combined with superlative court craft
coasted to the semi-final, one of his remarkable victories
being that over Emerson, the Australian champion
who had accounted for Laver in his own country. His
amazing victory in quarter final naturally raised hopes
that he would be the world champion this year, since
he had beaten Laver on three previous occasions.
However, he struck a bad patch while dualling with
Laver. His world renowned back hand refused to
function, his first services were weak and his volley
did not function with the usual precision. On the other
hand Laver swept like a volcano, carrying everything
before him. It was power tennis the like of which had
not been seen after Hoad won the Crown a few years
back. Krishnan also lacks mobility on the court.

However, he avenged his defeat at the hands of
Laver by beating him within a week in the Netherlands
tennis tourney. It can be recalled that Krishnan has
in his victory bag almost all the top stars in the world.
He beat Fraser this year, he has beaten Olmedo, the
previous champion twice, he has conquered Drobny
and accounted for Schmidt of Sweden.

He will again try his hand at winning the coveted
Wimbledon title next year. If he turns professional
in the meanwhile, the world would have lost a great
amateur player.

Angela Mortimer

2l-year-old Angela Mortimer of Great Britain, the
disability girl whose afflictions include partial deafness,
a virus infection which nearly forced her retirement
from active tennis has become the world woman tennis
champion this year. She is the first English woman
in 24 years to win the coveted woman's single tennis
title.

She beat Christine Truman. Truman played magni-
ficent tennis and was almost winning when she was

involved in an accident. She dislocated her left leg
and was limping for the rest of the match.

The final produced bright as well as dull tennis.
The champion played effective tennis without being
impressive.

Australia on the top

In the men’s doubles final, Australia’s Fraser and
Emerson conquered their comrades Bob Hewitt and
Stolle. The match went to five sets. For two hours
of power packed tennis, Fraser and Emerson were kept
on the run by the youngsters but at last age and experi-
ence prevailed over youth and impetuosity.

Australia thus won both the singles and doubles
titles. It will take a long time for other countries to
beat the rising hopes of that Continent.

New World Champ

Australia continues to be on the top of the .tennis.
world. This year too, a noted player from that country
annexed the coveted Wimbledon Crown. He is Rod
Laver, runner up for the last two years who blasted his
way to victory over mercurial McKinley, the American
player.

Laver took less than an hour to maul his opponent.
It was power tennis at its peak. Never since the days
of Hoad has London seen such a tornado in action.
He was master of every department of the game. He
served with deadly severity. volleyed with devastating
effect and smashed with punch and precision.

He said after his victory that he would not turn
professional. He will defend his title next year. He
paid a tribute to R. Krishnan who gave him the best
fight. Krishnan avenged his defeat at Laver’s hands
by licking him in an exhibition match in Nertherlands
recently.

Who is an amateur?

Russia has come out clearly in favour of professional
competition in the Olympic Games. An amateur is
defined as one whose participation in sport is not the
sole source of his living. ff this definition is accepted,
one would earn £ 100 per week as a sportsman and
a token payment for a part-time job and still enjoy
the amateur status.
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GETTING PAID BACK IN YOUR OWN COIN

Mr. Nehru’s apparently emphatic statement that * he could not see any
possibility or any consequence arising which would make the Government of
India change its decision in the Punjabi Suba issue ’ need not be taken as an
irrevocable decision. Has he not changed and altered, his views before?
Naturally being the ‘ all in all” in the Lok Sabha, any of Nehru’s statements
will be received  enthusiastically > and of course with overwhelming support.

The linguistic division of India started by the Congress Government
has been a great folly and it will undo the brilliant work of integration effected
under the late Sardar Patel and his able lieutenant V. P. Menon. Long
speeches centred round the often-quoted epigram ‘emotional integration ’
have been falling on deaf ears. When we are already divided among oursclves
on the basis of religion and language, these likely disruptive tendencies can
be overcome only by a strong centre with a number of administrative units,
based not on religion and language but other considerations. The demand
for a Punjabi Suba is certainly justified in the light of the Government of India’s
idea of linguistic States. After several rejections and emphatic statements,
have they not got the states of Maharashtra and Gujerat, while not forgetting
Sriramulu Potti and the fulfilment of his dream of an Andhra State. You
have started it all, now you are being paid back in your own coin. The
demand for other linguistic states is bound to come up unless the very idea of
linguistic division of the country and parcelling it in language areas is obli-
terated. It is reported that Mr. Nehru contended himself by saying that the
supporters of Master Tara Singh hailed from states far away from the Punjab,
and had little knowledge of Punjab’s social and economic conditions. This
view is not acceptable at all. Whenever Mr. Nehru makes a statement, more
often than not, he relies on Press reports, official reports and so on. It is
impossible for anyone to be an on-the-spot ’ observer on all matters.

It is a question of time. Sooner or later, Master Tara Singh’s dream is
surely going to fructify. In this connection those who attack the very idea
of fasts will do well if they care to look back a little in our country’s history
and assess for themselves the part played by fasts and non-co-operation.

Mr. Nehru’s rejection of a Punjabi Suba labelling it as a communal
demand cannot be accepted either. Even if it is, this issue fits in very well
in the garb of a linguistic issue. Instead of summarily dismissing the Akali
Dal demand it is desirable that ¢ men at Delhi * go a little deeper into the present
situation in Punjab to find out the percentage of “ communal content ” in
this much debated problem. To maintain communal harmony between the
Hindus and Sikhs is certainly imperative at the present time and for all times.
But under this pretext we should not evade the Punjabi Suba issue. It is
political inexpediency to request Master Tara Singh to give up his fast without
facing the situation. Is it not rather odd to find fasts and counter-fasts in the
present situation? The question whether Tara Singh can be taken into custody
or not within the precincts of the holy Golden Temple is not the most important
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I SPEND BECAUSE YOU HAVE MONEY
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about cultural background. Taking advantage of our peculiar ositij)ln ?n
the prsesent-day political setup is also a debatable point. While noffor etti
the evil effgcts attendant on the excessive pumping of money into the %ndli:ﬁ
economy without even a partial production of goods and services, it is advisable

EMOTIONAL EQUIDISTANCE

BY
POTHAN JOSEPH

Acquitting America of any act of unfriendliness
towards India the Prime Minister in his foreign policy
speech did not care to interpret the vagaries of Field
Marshal Ayub Khan on his return from the United
States as the favourite friend and future host (before
the end of the year) of Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy. In
India there has been a tendency to read too much
into the bravura of the Pakistan President and the
clumsy effort of Mr. Chester Bowles in Delhi to
rehabilitate confidence, with his assurance that if India
were attacked America would ‘““stand by India”.
He meant it well, but the Prime Minister in his comment
hardly welcomed the patronising offer. He maintains
on behalf of India that any suggestion of a protected
existence had no attraction for India and that India is
not “ a client-State . If anything Mr. Chester Bowles,
meaning well as usual in his exuberance, roused a
number of subsidiary questions at his meeting in New
Delhi—questions which had to be clamped down by
his warning that the Berlin problem bore utmost
priority.

First Things

From the turn of the political weather, we may take
it for granted that the Berlin issue is going to preoccupy
world statesmen for months on end, and they are not
going to reach in the agenda questions like nuclear
disarmament under inspection together with multi-
farious allied problems within any time computable.
American columnists who made much of Field Marshal
Ayub Khan’s warmth towards the United States and
his assurance of “standing by ” Washington seem to
feel that in the order of importance the fuss they made
did not commit them to the build-up of another front.

The new administration lost on the Cuban gamble ;
Laos is nearly written off, and there is a jumble of
prickly propositions in Africa lying in the way of
President Ayub Khan's programme as he sanguinely
envisages it. When it comes to the supply of financial
aid and technical know-how to a pair of under-developed
countries, India and Pakistan are likely to fare well
as beneficiaries though not as clients in litigation—
clients are invariably skinned and salted by Counsel
in countries where the law is complex. The main
interest therefore, of India and Pakistan should be
the minimisation of waste and the preservation of good
temper while the going is good.
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On his return to Washington Mr. Chester Bowles
hinted at continuity of past policy in relation to Indo-
Pakistan tensions. Moulders of public opinion in the
United States are playing down the tune about Kennedy’s
mediation ; and possibly the young President would
feel immensely relieved if his fixture of a return visit
to Pakistan were over, buck-shooting included. Althoug
Mr. Chester Bowles’ tour for 18 days in his super-
constellation had been advertised as a scheme to hold
regional conferences of American envoys, there was
a slant in it seeing that Professor Galbraith, Indian
Ambassador and Mr. William Rountrec, Ambassador
in Pakistan, hastened to give the same interpretation
for elucidating American attitude. Professor Galbraith
faid more stress on financial and colonial problems ;
on the former he shares the large-scale vision of President
Kennedy to make planning abroad a success, and on
the latter to repeat the old claim that Americans abhor
colonialism although their original mission had been
to colonise and expand, grudging even reservations for
the aboriginals they found and ousted, in the new world.
In other words, Mr. Galbraith gave the ““ No change ”

signal.

Leave it alone

As for his counterpart in Pakistan, his revamping
of the story is significant as given by the A.P.P. (not
P.T.1.) and published in the authentic columns of Dawn,
dated August 12. 1 quote the brief text because the
diplomatic language used does not permit of any rough
condensation.

*“The U.S. Ambassador, Mr. William Rountree,
said in Karachi on Thursday night the United
States had * very close relations ” with Pakis-
tan on matters of common interest, and
there has been * no change” in American policy
towards Pakistan.

The Ambassador made these remarks when his
attention was drawn to recent statements in
India of the U.S. Under-Secretary of State,
Mr. Chester Bowles that in case of “ aggres-
sion” by Pakistan against India, the United
States will stand on the side of India. Mr.
Rountree was told there was an impression
that the talk of ‘ aggression” was being played

up.
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He said Mr. Bowles had to refer to these matters
because direct questions were put to him in
India.

Mr. William Rountree arrived from Dethi on
Thursday night, after attending a conference
of U.S. Ambassadors of the Asian region held
under the presidentship of Mr. Chester Bowles,

Mr. Rountree said the Delhj meeting was held
to provide an opportunity to the American
Ambassadors in this arca to meet and review

the problems generally. The discussion was
of a general character.

When Mr. Rountree was asked what would be
the U.S. policy in case aggression was committed
against Pakistan, he replied, I would refer
you to previous statements on the subject
by U.S. spokesmen. There is no change
in  American policy. We have very close
relations with Pakistan on matters of common
interest . ”—A P.P.

If we carefully read between the lines, there has been
10 change of attitude brought about by President
Ayub Khan’s rumbustious visit to the United States
thead of original schedule to enlist American sympathy
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on the defunct Kashmir dispute. Within 24 hours:
of the explanation given by American Ambassadors,

came a flash from Moscow repeating the remark of

Mr. Khrushchev at a banquet in honour of a Rumanian
delegation that he always held Kashmir to be part and
parcel of India. When Khrushchey and Bulganin
first appeared together in India, they declared at Srinagar
how Soviet Russia had judged the dispute. Assuming.
that a recriminative debate starts after Mr. Zafrullah.
Khan takes over as permanent represcntative of Pakistan:
in the U.N.O., of one thing we have a right to be sure.
Let us not forget that on the U.N.O. agenda there is a
back-log of urgent questions already inscribed to take
their . All that is signified by the single word
*“ Berlin ” woulg engross months on end for any success-
in mutual persuasion and common agreement. On
the Kashmir issue, even if the Western Allies betray
a hostile attitude, there is the Soviet veto in the bag
for legitimate utilisation for once in the cause of peace,
as history will judge. Pandit Nehru rightly holds
that’ America has so far given no visible proof of her
being unfriendly to India. There is the diplomatic
precept that it is not the business of any country to
start and go half-way to cope with troubles that have:
not yet materialised,

September 1961

THE OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE BOAT RACE

INTER-UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE ROUSES WORLD-WIDE INTEREST

BY

.A SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

For one day in every year, the millions for whom
‘Oxford and Cambridge are merely names—places of
study remote from the workaday w.orld——bec'om'e
passionately partisan for dark blue or lxg}}t. This is
ithe Saturday in spring when each. university puts 1ts
picked crew of eight men on the River Thames for the
Boat Race.

The course is four-and-a-quarter miles long, from
Putney to Mortlake—two suburbs of London. The

UNIVERSITY SPORT : THE BOAT RACE

average time recorded for the race is about 20 minutes—
a speed of just over 12 miles an hour.

Long before the race, the crews undergo intensive
training, and the hopes of their supporters wax and
wane nearly every time the eights take to the water.

To date, Cambridge University has won the Boat
Race 59 times, and Oxford 47. The race attracts
anything up to 1,000,000 spectators who line the tow-
paths, meadows, and bridges along a course of about

o : i i ( 34 d) n h@
u etwsen Crews o d aﬂd CJ’ Inbl'ldge UmvgrSltleS, both elghts are Seell‘ fore, l.()ull [4) 1 t
'D Flng one of the annual. races b ot fOxfor i

RlVCI ]hanles approachlng BaIDCS Br ldge- ]he boatS are fol]o"edv b) the U.ﬂlpue s launCh a"d ]D) launChcs with rad o, television
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Royal Regatta is held. It was a cricketer, rather than
a rowing man, who conceived the idea of the contest.
This was Charles Wordsworth, of Christ Church,
Oxford, who had already founded the University Cricket
Match in 1827. It was the success of this match that
made him advocate a similar contest in rowing.

four-and-a-quarter miles, It commands the attention
of sporting enthusiasts in all parts of the \_Jvorldt for
whom a broadcast commentary from London is radrfxted
in many different tongues. The late German Kaiser,
before the first World War, followed the race with the
closest interest and used to insist that, no matter where
- he happened to be at the time, the result should be The boat they used was 45 ft. long and weighed
telegraphed to him immediately. 900 ib. It had fixed seats, and the oars were threaded
through rowlocks fixed in the side of the boat. Today,
a “shell ”—as the craft is called—weighs no more than
300 1b. and is 62 ft. in length. The seats slide forward
and back with the stroke of the oars, and each scull
(the technical name for an oar) is threaded through an
“ outrigger "—a metal strut projecting about a yard
beyond the side of the boat. This inn . vation was
made in 1873,

There have, of course, been minor adjustments such
as better designed boats and oars, and sliding se.ats,
but they are only of a technical nature and are of little
interest to the general public. Boat design always
plays a part in any discussion amongst rowing men.

Although it takes place near the centre of Londqn,
neither of these Universities has the remotest claim
or right to row their race there. They do so oply
by courtesy of the Port of London Authority, which
has control over that stretch of the River Thames bet-
ween Putney and Mortlake. Al river traffic, private
and business has to be stopped for a whole flood tide,
a fact which must—and does—cost a great deal of

money.
Started by Wordsworth’s nephew

The first University Boat Race was rowed on June
10, 1829, at Henley, where the world-famous Henley

L . ing the First and
a boat race between the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, except during t
For the pageéigé’e\%;:}:ie{z;\r?. bﬁ:re is an impression of the finish of the race in 1870, which was won by Cambridge.
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Phrases such as « over-boated , or * under-boated ”
Crop up often when talk comes round to the Boat Race

Oaly four years ago Oxford announced that they had
the “ banana boat designed especially for their crew
of that year. The new out-riggers had been specially
designed to reduce resistance. It was called the “ banana
boat ” because the bows had a slight curve upwards
to reduce the water resistance and help the craft to
glide over the water instead of cutting through it. This,
said the experts, was a certain winner, particufarly
since the crew had trained harder and longer than
ever before,

“Conventional boat was winner

On “The Day”, Oxford were soundly beaten by
‘Cambridge rdWing in a boat of longstanding conven-
tional design. No doubt many new ideas of design
will be thought up in the years to come, but always
and ultimately the winner is the winner because of the
‘men who row, and may it always be so.

The Oxford and Cambridge crews are among the
most highly disciplined of any sporting teams—and
among the most courageous. There was, for example,
the sensational mishap in a race of 1843 when F. Menzies,
the Oxford stroke, fainted as he was about to enter
the boat. He was forbidden to row, so his crew took
the water with only seven oars. Amid scenes of the
greatest excitement, the gallant seven were two lengths
ahead at the winning post.  This race does not officially
rank in the Boat Race series since the Cambridge crew
were not selected by the University Boat Club.

It should never be thought that the crews that row in
the two boats are the best 16 oarsmen at the Univer-
sities. They are the best available oarsmen. Under-
graduates have first and foremost to do their work for
examinations and degrees, and to be a Blue for the boat
means giving up many hours and weeks to the detriment
of their scholastic careers ; and there are many people
who might have won a Blue had it not been for exami-
nations and the necessity to work.

»
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It was not until 1856 that the Boat Race became an
annual event, and it has stayed as such except for the
years 1915-18 and 1940-45, when two World Wars
interrupted the contests. The 1961 race was the 107th
of the sertes.

Early in its history, Oxford had the advantage ;
twice it had unbroken sequences of nine wins. Cam-
bridge had a great spell when it won for 12 years
running. But since World War I, Cambridge has
established a considerable supremacy. The figures
now are : Oxford 47, Cambridge 59. In 1877 there
was, most unusually, a dead heat.

Two keymen

The two men on whom victory really depends are
the stroke—the rover who sits sternmost in the boat
and who sets the rate of striking—and the coxswain,
The cox is the ninth man—usually (to avoid carrying
needless weight) very small and light, and with the figure
of a jockey—who sits behind and steers the craft.
There is a great deal of skill in coxing : guiding your
boat into smooth water when it is available, cutting
the bends in the river when you can, and out-generalling
the cox of the other crew.

The job of the other seven men in the crew is to row
in conformity with the pace set by the stroke. This
varies from 24 to the minute, known as paddling ”,
up to 35 or even 38 when 3 sprint is required.

It is unison, rather than brute strength, which wins
boat races. A well-rowed shell will not proceed in
a series of powerful jerks : rather will its progress be
smooth, travelling between, as well as on, the stroke.

Thrills and spills of more modern times have included
the sinking of the Oxford boat in 1925, when Cambridge
paddled home to victory, and the abandoning of the
race in 1951 after the Oxford boat sank because of
bad weather. On this occasion, Cambridge won the
re-row.
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MEN AND MATTERS

BY

C. H. V. PATHY

The centre of gravity of world politics would have
shgfted to Belgrade by the time these lines appear in
print. There would be assembled representatives of
24 countries which are free from bloc affiliations.

Belgrade is not far away from Vienna where President
Kennedy had his first meeting with Khrushchey.

This what may be called Summit mecting will be
attended among others by Nechru of India, Sukarno
of Indonesia, Nasser of Egypt and other top-ranking
leaders.

The most crucial problem that will confront them
is how to avoid a clash between the Western Towers
and Russia over the complicated Berlin question.

This problem has been simmering for a long time
and has so far eluded a solution.

Russia has announced her intention to sign a separate
peace treaty with East Germany. The dead line for
the signature is fixed for December.

Russia is a signatory to the Four-Power treaty on
Germany and the Western Powers say that she is not
within her rights in plumping for a unilateral treaty
with East Germany which will complicate the issue of
West Berlin whose communications with the outside
world could be sealed off by East Germany should
she so will it. But Khrushchev says that he would not
allgw East Germany to interfere with the communi-
¢ tion system of West Berlin.

He who owns Berlin will be master of Germany.

So the stake for which the Russian dictator is playing

is a very heavy one. Once he signs the peace treaty,
East Germany would become an outhouse of Russia,

The division of Germany after the last war created
a dangerous tension, but in Berlin itself, complete

peace has reigned as long as the Soviet Union did not
aibitrarily disturb it.

The future of West Berlin is primarily a political
probl m. But it has vital economic undertones, for
its future independence and liberty will depend also
upon its ability to maintain itself economically. This
in turn means guaranteed freedom of communication
routes with the West. Without such guarantees
Berlin’s economy could be smothered and its peoplé
starved into acceptance of Red demands,

The Soviet Union and East Germany now threaten
these communications along those stretches which
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the)’lgsset come within East German control, and which
_V;’O‘}‘\ certainly bF dominated by the latter government,
it the Soviet Union should conclude a separate peace

treaty with East Germany, which it threatens to do
before the end of 1961,

The Tnost. satisfactory solution would be (apart from
the unification of Germany) the conclusion of such
stron.g guaramees of non-interference with these com-
munications as to give the West and Wegt Berlin confi-
dence that they would be respe sted.

1t might also be added that this problem of communi-
f:atlons \.Nill take an entirely different look than jt did
m 1948 if the question should again arise of supplying
a besieged West Berlin with foodstuffs and raw materials.

In the f’.arly days after the last world war, it was
much easier to supply a population which had few
of thf: amenities of life and was thankful for whatever
help it got. Today, West Berlin is a modern city, and
what could be supplied by drama 13 years ago now
hav.e to be reinforced by a far more comprehensive
pohcy in order to overcome the greater risk involved
if the Soviet carry out their present threat and there is
no East to West understanding.

During the last few weeks the cold war between the
Western Powers and Russia has developed in intensity.
One does not wh will spark an incident which may
lead to another war.

Behind the bellicose threats of the Russian Dictator
that he is in a position to blast the West with his hydrogen
bombs there lies a clear motive. He is setting up another
test of Kefinedy’s will on a critical cold war issue.

The f.eling is that the President of the United
States having stood up successfully under Red pressure
over Laos, is in for further pressure as the Russians
manoeuvre not only to gauge his determination but
also to extract from him some concessions which would
damage his world stature.

It is against this background that we must survey the
prospects of the meeting of representatives of non-
aligned countries which is taking place at Belgrade.
On its decisions will depend by and large the fate and
future of not only Germany but the world at large.
Of late there have been many high powers conferences
but none of them has yielded any results.

Tl.le. chpice before the world is between Nehru and
Annihilation. There can be no halfway house between
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peace and war. There cannot be two lions in the same
jungle. Inthe West, we have to choose between Khrush-

chev and Kennedy.

Russia aims not only at the political but the economic
hegemony of the world, and when it touches American
pockets, naturally there is bound to be resentment.

We already hear the distant beat of war drums,
citizens of Washington are already burrowing the earth
and digging themselves in. The idea that another
war is inevitable and that U.S. must ruin itself to
guarantee the safety of the free world (as against Russian
shackles) and conscript American troops is fast gaining
ground and is being sedulously built up through a
propaganda campaign through the Voice of America.
Once upon a time, Great Britain assumed for herself
the role of the policeman of the world. Now uncle
Kennedy is trying to step into Winston’s shoes. But
those who have mothers and sisters, brothers and sons
refuse to be regimented into patterns of thought, whether
they come from the Pentagon or the Kremlin. Unless
the individual asserts himself at the expense of the State,
this present generation will have no salvation.

Even Nehru, the biggest campaigner for peace had
at one time to consult Prof. Blackett with a view to step
up atomic research in this country. History shows
how tradition, reaction and greed for power of the
military have wrecked more than one nation. Ger-
many’s much-touted * defence against Bolshevism ™
was developed by Hitler into a vulgar imitation of the
Soviet system. In both the countries, the State was
the God and children were marched from family and
Church and subjected into ruthless conditioning.

Portugal, Austria, Poland, the Balkans and Japan
went a long way along the same peth. Many swear
by the democratic way of life. But it must be admitted
that so called democracies have gone prosperous and
soft, forgetting that sometimes guns may have to guard
butter.

Only a moron could be indifferent to all that is
happening right under our nose. There is a state of
undeclared war in many parts of the world. In Laos,
guns still bark, in Angola, Portugal has embarked upon
genocide of the local population, De Gaulle rained
death over Bizerta the other day in Congo, a one-time
Premier was crucified.

All this time in the Security Council, with our Krishna
Menon brandishing his big walking stick, there is a
lot of noise. There are accusations and counter-
accusations. There are charges and rebuttals.

The mass of human beings in Asia, Europe, Africa
and America realise that in the next Titanic clash there
will be neither victor nor vanquished. Large areas
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of the globe will be charnel houses. There will be
nothing left except dust and ashes.

If civilisation were not to succumb to barbarism,
it must be defended by superior force. There must
be a preponderating power, always at its command.
The nature of that power must be two-fold. It must
be air and sea power. If we internationalise air and
sea power for the sole purpose of policing the world
against war, then alone we would have ensured peace
for all time. Any attempt by any nation in any part
of the world to establish control of the sea or the air
should be instantly punished by political and economic
outlawry. We hear a lot about disarmament. It
will remain a pious dream.

India and Pakistan

India and Pakistan who came close together about
this time last year are now drifting apart.

Ayub Khan is stepping up his propaganda offensive
for the grab of Kashmir. Many of his Pakistani follow-
ers are now thinking in terms of a * Jehad ” for what
they call the liberation of Kashmir from the hands of
India. There is also a move to rope in the support
of Islamic countries who are regimented to the same
pattern of thought, and are accusing India of expan-
sionist designs.

These charges are refuted by Nehru who says that
it is Pakistan that is the aggressor. She has occupied
hundreds of square miles of Western Kashmir and is
poised for another spell of attack.

India is ever ready for a reasonable settlement but
then, Pakistan must vacate aggression. To talk of
war to settle the issue is to indulge n nonsense. Our
Primc Minister has stated long ago that a war resorted
to by Pakistan in Kashmir would be considered as a
war against the Indian Union and may be fought on
many fronts.

It will bring down the edifice of peace in Asia and
rope in other powers too.

There is no possibility of the United Nations being
seized of the issue at this stage.

Kennedy has made that clear to Ayub Khan. He
admitted the other way that war with India would be
** suicidal ™.

A disheartening development in the international
sphere has been the deterioration in Tunisia where the
French are trying to cow down the local population
in Bizerta.

In spite of the resolution by the Security Council
that both French and Tunisian troops must withdraw
to previous positions. French troops are still holding
on to Bizerta.
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A special session of the United Nations Assembly
was held and all the African and Asian nations denounced
France as the aggressor and demanded the immediate
withdrawal of French troops.

France boycotted the session.

What the next move will be is not known but there
is the possibility of sanctions being imposed on the
aggressor.

It is significant that the whole of Islamic world has
come to the rescue of Tunisia which is a weak power
compared to France. If there is a flare-up, the whole
of Middle East and Africa would be affected.

Russia too is keenly watching the situation and is
trying to make capital out of it.

Tara Singh’s fast

In India the biggest event has been the fast undertaken
by the Akali leader Master Tara Singh to get Punjabi
Suba. He started it on August 15 and is reported to
be very weak at the moment that this despatch is being
fled.

The Prime Minister turned down the request. Qur
Home Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri made a sensible
point when he said that general elections were only a
few months away, when the people of the Punjab will
have a full opportunity to express themselves on the
issue.

There were last minute negotiations between the
Prime Minister and Sardar Fateh Singh, but they
proved of no avail. If there is a breakdown of law
and order in the Punjab, the authorities are fully prepared
to meet with the developments.

Fasting to use political pressure is a sort of blackmail.
Potti Sreeramulu brought about the Andhra State by
his fatal fast, but there is no point in emulating his
feat.

Election Shadows

The forthcoming general elections have begun to
cast their shadows all over the Indian political sky.

The list of Congress party candidates will soon be
finalised. The Congress party which is at the helm of
affairs in the majority of the States is expected to emerge
victorious again.

There will be no elections in Kerala and Orissa.

The Communist party and the Praja Socialist party
are the principal parties of the Indian Left. The
Socialist party of Dr. Lohia is a very much smaller
organisation while the remaining formations are little
more than splinter group.

The Communist party and the Praja Socialists are
both faced with the dilemma of having to seck an
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alliance with the Congress on the latter’s terms or be:
prepared for an utter rout.

According to a spokesman of the P.S.P., its national:
executive decided that the party will not enter into-
special alliances except with organisations like Dr. Lohia’s
Socialist party and the R.S.P. There are however
reports of alliances being made, or in the process of
being made, with the Swatantra and the Jan Sangh.

It is almost certain that so far as Madras State is.
concerned, there will be some kind of understanding
between the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam and the
Swatantra party, at the constituency level.

The D.M.K. is moving in the same direction in.
respect of an understanding with the Communist party’
too.

Expediency more than conviction seems to be weigh--
ing with opposition parties in somehow trying to jettison
the Congress.

Films

Dilip Kumar will star as a racket-busting journalist
in his latest film, just launched at Bombay.

The picture is being made in Cinemascope and’
Technicolour, with Vyjayanthimala co-starring.

Director Ram Mukherji promises to pack the film:
with thrills and fisticuffs.

Shots for the film arc to be taken in many parts of
India, including Udaipur, Kashmir, Delhi, Agra and
Bombay. In Agra a scene will have the Taj Mahal
as its background.

Other stars in the film will include Nazir Hussain,.
Jayant, Leela Misra, Kusum Thakkar, Amar, Hiralal,.
Akash Deep. The musical score is being provided
by Naushad Ali, with lyrics by Shakeel Badayuni.

The Citizen’s Films Corporation’s Technicolour film.
“Ganga Jumna”, starring Dilip Kumar and Vyja~
yanthimala, has now been passed by the Censors after
a three month wrangle between the producers and the
Censor Board.

The producers having agreed to a voluntary cut of
300 feet of film and after deciding to change a few
words in some lyrics and also avoiding what have been.
termed as certain “excessive romantic scenes”, the
film is to be released for universal exhibition.

Hailed as one of the finest colour films so far photog-
raphed in India, it tells the dramatic story of a clash
between two brothers, Ganga and Jumna. One of
them is a police officer while the other has turned a
dacoit, much against his will.

(Continued on page 14)»
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THE PESHWA’S PESHWA
AN ESTIMATE OF NANA

BY

CHipamsaraM S. RAMANUJAM

(More often than not. in a published book on any subject. the personal prejudices and CU""fC’i(OJ"S of
the author are generally reflected. This characferlstlc is p::edomm nt ‘"'500"5 z" h’fl’o’}’- ‘"{;"“
wunately many of our Indian history books are writien ty ff)rezgners, majorflydojlz t er[nd aving ur:rea;r
them with preconceived notions and in several cases, without the required knowledge o co

{ ackgrounds.

The ollowing article is ably written by one of ouwr young historians. He narrates

the circumstances that led to the decline of {he Maratha Power. in Indhfd and Igl'ves t;fl da"‘?{}’”;”[
background of the issue. He questions the v'altdity of the great 1r ibutes paid to ar’liat 't” "’a“:’j’ :;
Maratha supremacy in India by contemporaries as well as historians. He t[z;sertsth a z{ ’ ;sal aad,'.
who is to be blamed ,or the gradual weakening of t.he Maratha Power an {3'rh eBr po ’h ca ﬂc n

tion of the Marathas that presented a great opportunity ta Wellesley 1o establis Hish  pfiuence

at Poona.” Ed.]

Nana Fadnavis, one of the greatest persona}litxes
of the Maratha history, was at the hefm of affairs of
his nation in the last two significant decades of the
eighteenth century. Like the Pes.hwas, whase power
was originally established as the assistant and eventually
at the expense of the Raja of Satara, Nana had come
to control the Peshwa and thus held supreme power
in Maratha politics.

The period between the treaty of Salby'e in 1782
and the treaty of Bessein in 1802 marks the silent l')atFle
between the British and the Marathas for superiority
in India. The political similarity betw;en thes; treaties
and even the causes that lead to them ts very sxgmf?c'ant
in the relations between the Marathas and the British.
It was the question of successiorf at Poon:a that ga;l/o
the British the opportunity to interfere in Maratha
affairs in 1775. But then the Marathas proved st;'?;g:gZ
enough to successfully oppose them.. }?ut by g
their position had so weakened that thelr.mdepen ence
was surrendered by the treaty of Bessein.

It is said that Nana's death in 1800 was t.hc most
important reason for the Marathg downfall in 1802.
It is true that he had been the arclt{lt‘cct f’f the M.aratl.za
Confederacy that opposed the British mteryentxon [;:
1775. It was he who obliged Warrgn Hastings tg b
content with the treaty of Salbye, whlch‘ was bene cn:
to the Marathas. This undoubted?y is one of the
greatest services rendered to the nation by any of the
Maratha leaders in afl her history. But, perhaps,
with Salbye Nana’s patriotism f?ecame ‘ hope‘less}l);
tinged with selfishness, which manxfeste§ nsel.f in a
his policies, much to the detriment of n‘auonal interests
and to the eventual loss of Maratha independence.

The treaty of Salbye had enhanced Mahadhaji
Sindhia’s prestige as he had brought about the alliance
and had become, by the conditions of it, the channe!
for Anglo-Maratha relations. Now Nana’s dislike
and jealousy of him became more marked. This was.
the major reason that lead him seek British Residency
at Poona, for which politically there was no necessity..
It was in no way encouraging and heartening to the
British to see Sindhia’s power increasing any more
than it was to Nana. But it suited their purpose to-
check his growth and a direct contact would enable-
them an insight into the very power which was in their
way to absolute supremacy in India. Little did Nana
realise that by agreeing to a Residency at Poona, he:
was only coming a step closer to the achievement of
British ambition. He did not realise that any weakening
of Sindhia’s power, which bore prospects of stability
to the Empire, would weaken the Coufederacy. *To
invite a British diplomat to the Court of Poona was
the worst folly committed by Nana.” It is regrettable
that a2 man of his standing should have sacrificed the
political interests of the nation to motives of personal
jealousy.

The allies war with Tipu, though a short one, feft
a significant mark in the political history of India.
Strangely enough, the superiority of the British over
the Marathas was realised, not in a war wherein their
arms clashed but in this war in which they were allies,
united by common fears of a formidable enemy. This
can be seen from the difference between the British
attitude towards the Marathas before the war and

immediately after.
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When the alliance was concluded in 1790, the Maratha
power stood equal to the British. Maratha co-operation
was conSidered not only important to oppose Tipu,
but -vital to safeguard British interests. Cornwallis
himself remarked that without the Maratha assistance,
successful termination of the war would be impossible.
More than their co-operation was the British anxiety
to prevent them from joining Tipu.

But Tipu’s defeat resulted in two important factors.
That the British could eflectively put down any power
was beyond doubt. The fact that they executed it
without any co-operation by the Marathas, since it
was the deliberate policy of Nana during the war to
delay and actually avoid assistance, gave them the moral
advantage. Also, so long as Tipu remained powerful,
he not only proved a source of danger to the British
but also indirectly served as a cover to Maratha weak-
ness. But now that he was weakened the British were

left only to direct their strength to the weakening of
the last power left.

It has been said that it was Nana's diplomacy that
succeeded in forming the alliance, resulting in the maxi-
mum of reward and the minimum of assistance rendered.
It is true that the Maratha assistance in the war was
not only the minimum but largely uncertain as well.
Though their gain was equal in the spoils of the war,
we cannot ignore their loss in political reputation and
the advantage they surrendered to the British. Had
they co-operated vigorously, they could have claimed
an equal share in the military glory. This had a great
influence on the British, who not only adopted a tone
of superiority during the conclusion of the treaty,
but also became confident of their strength and conscious
of Maratha weakness. It is clear that Nana was not
far-sighted enough to look to the real and long standing
interests of the nation. Instead he sought only the
immediate material advantages, which proved to be
at the expense their equality with the British.

After the death of Peshwa Madhav Rao in 1795,
Baji Rao, son of Raghunath Rao was the legal claimant
to the Peshwaship. But Nana’s dislike of him proved

to be the beginning of troubles, which eventually led
to the treaty of Bessein.
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Because of Raghunath Rao’s intrigues that provoked
the first Anglo-Maratha war, Nana never viewed Baji
Rao’s causes favourably. Now that Baji Rao was of
age to conduct the affairs of the State, Nana was all
the more against him, as his Peshwaship would mean
his loss of power. He would not yield to political
pressure or circumstances and as a result the Marathas

found themselves in the midst of what was almost a
civil war.

At first Nana hinted at bringing Madhav Rao’s widow
as head of the State, then hoped to adopt a young boy
as the Peshwa and finally even tried to make Chimnaji,
the younger brother of Baji Rao, as the Peshwa. It
seemed there was nothing he would not try just to
continue in power. But with the delay, the aversion
of the other Maratha leaders became more apparent,
Sindhia, Gaikwar, Baji Rao and finally Nana himself
sought British assistance to establish their causes at
Poona. 1t was a wonderful opportunity for the British,

but it suited their purpose to wait and let the situation
get worse.

Finally when Baji Rao was installed the Peshwa,
in spitc of the seeming cordiality, latent jealousies
operated in Maratha politics. By 1802, their power
had so weakened, much due to internal dissensions
since the death of their Peshwa in 1795, that “ there
never was a period at which the Marathas were mere
divided, nor one at which there was less prospect of

immediate union, than that on which the treaty of
Bessein was negotiated.”

Great tribute has been paid to Nana by his contem-
poraries as well as historians. His reputation is mostly
based on the unrivalled power he possessed of the
Poona government for about twenty years. It is also
believed that he ceaselessly endeavoured to unite th_e
Maratha Empire, but the fact that he tried to achieve it
under his own control, ruthless to the national interests
only resulted in disastrous consequences. It is Nana
who is to be blamed for the gradual weakening of the
Maratha power and for the political condition of the
Marathas that presented a great opportunity to Wellesley
to establish British influence at Poona.
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.daughter,

-wrong thing.””

SMILE-A-WHILE

1. Similitude—The superintendent of a lunat;(c;
asylum was strolling round the grounds a few wee

‘after his appointment when one of the inmates came

up to him and, touching his hat, e‘xc’l’aimed, “ We all
like you better than the last one, Sif. .
“ Thank you,” said the new official pleasantly.

-« And may 1 ask why?”

« Well, sir,” replied the lunatic, *you see, you

. "
.are more like one of us !

*
* .
2. Poser—He : “1 guess you've be’en ou; ”wnth
worse-looking fellows than I am, haven’t you?

No answer. ‘
He: “1 say, | guess youve been out with

Y l’ 2
-worse-looking fellows than I am, haven't you:

She : “I heard you the first time. 1 was just

“trying to think.”

*
*

3. For the file—He : * See that man over thei::(;?
He’.s a bombastic ass, a vacuous nonentity, ahco:::th d
humbug, a parasite, and an encumbra‘m.:e to the y .q

She : “ Would you mind wntmg.that osvéni.t
You see, he’s my husband and T would like to u

.on him some time.

* *

issi was
4. Annoying omission—A pompous man

crossing a field when a bull spied him. He just managed

imal got to him, and

ch the fence before the anima :
:lzerrxe?he dignitary observed that there has been a specta
A man sitting on top of the fence was laughing

itnessed. The
t at the race he had wi I
Toan wa the show of levity,

importance should

i at a
;:)g;ous man Wwas annoyeq at
evidently thinking his bl:;:'l:]egsss
him immune to some things.
meke “ Do you know who I am?” he asked. lf;fo‘ll’:
the other could say a wqrd he“gave w,l,lat shou d uz:d
been the awe inspiring jolt. 1 am,’ hed ::,on inued,
« the president of the So-and-So Ranl.roa .
« Is that so? >’ inquired the other in mock aglazc-
« Why didn’t you tell that to the bull?
* *
i —Mrs. Blank said to her
. Com‘fog';lr:g :v?ris g;\iig over to comfort poor
: {,ler husband hanged himself in the

-ment.

Mrs. Jackson.

. attic last week.”

«“ Qh, Mother, don’t go, you always say the

«Yes, but I am going. VIl just talk about the

. ”
.weather, that is a safe subject.

So she went over on her visit of condo]exlce.
“ We have had rainy weather lately, Mrs. Jackson.

“ { should say so,” replied the widow, 1 haven’t
been able to get my washing dried.

« 1 shouldn’t think you would have any troub_le,
Mrs. Jackson. You have such a nice attic in which
to hang things.”

* *

6. Taking no chances—* I love you _! 1 lov‘? you ! ’;
he .murmured for the nineteenth time. * Speak !
Answer me !

The maiden coyly hung her head.

* | .— Oh, Tom, this is so sudden ! " she pleaded.

He drew her close to him. '

“ Don’t be afraid darling!” he said gfnt]y.
“ Would you like me to ask your mother .ﬁrst ?.

“No. no ! ” she gasped. “ Mother is a widow.

1 want you myself ! ”
* *

7. Corrected—A young man had bef:n callm%1 no::
and then on a young woman. One mght,has zﬂ.c;er
in the parlour waiting for her to come do.wn, er m othe
entered the room instead an'd asked him in a very grave,
stern way what his intentions werc.

He turned very red and was about to stamlm;r
some incoherent reply when suddenly ‘thc. )::);rllg aay
called down from the head of , }he stairs : amma,
mamma, that 1S fOt the one. )

8. A long serviee—Suitor : “ Mr. ”Perkins, Tve
courted your daughter for fifteen years.

Perkins :  * Well, what do you want?”

Suitor - * To marry her.”

Perkins : “Well, Tll be hanged. I thought
you wanted a pension or some thing.”

* *

9. His last dance with her—He was a stranger in
the neighbourhood, and had been' brough? to a d_ance
at the local Deaf and Dumb Hospital by his old friend,
the doctor. '

“ How on earth can I ask a deaf and dumb girl
to dance?” he asked a trifle anxiously.

“ Just smile and bow to her,” replied the doctor,
who had done it many a time.

So the young man picked out a pretty girl and
bowed and smiled, and she bowed and smiled, and
away they danced.
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They danced not only one dance that evening
but even three, and he was on the point of asking he;
for another when a strange man approached his fair
partner and said soulfully : “ [ say, darling, when are
we going to have another dance? It's almost an hou-
since I had one with you.” ‘

U know, dear,” answered the girl tenderly
»

“ but 1 don't know how to .
get awa fro X e
dumb idiot.” y from this deaf and

* *

10. .A friend in court—A prisoner on trial was not
professionally represented.

o hie SE:::::; prfcseding with .th.e case the judge spoke
Jou mra );.d .ou know this is a very serious offence
e oha ir w1t‘h.. If you are convicted, it will
e g term 0't imprisonment as well as a heavy

ave you no lawyer to look after your defence? >

The .accused did not secem to be put out in any
way by the information. With a happy smile he leaned
over, and, in a confidential tone, replied, * No. Your
Honour, I have no lawyer, but 1 am pleased to i)c able

to inform you that | have some real pals on the-

jury.”

{Continued from page 10)

Dilip Kumar pla
ys the role of the dacoit
‘ and -
ducer-actor Nasir Khan that of the police inspecto?m

A highlight of the film is Vyjayanthimala’s correct

dialogue in the Brij Bh: A
) Bhasha, wh
a South Indian to do. which would be hard for

*
%*

Nancy Kwan, the Chinese star of “ The World of

14

BROADWAY TIMES

Suzi » “
zie Wong ™ and * The Flower Drum Song ”, is to

star in a British film. i
¢ m, “ Tamahine ", starti
end of this month, e A the

Bristl;ien\zrlg p(t)|rtray a spitfire of a girl who arrives in

m the South Sea Islands, t ;

of a islands, to upset the hearts

o st\ud;rnts and'play havoc with the long-seated tradi-
s ol an English public school.
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THE MOSCOW KREMLIN

(Contributed)

The Moscow Kremlin is a majestic historical and
artistic monument of Russian national culture. The
history of its foundation and development reflects the
800-year-long history of Moscow and the history of
the entire Russian state. Kremlin’s tall towers and
thick walls have witnessed many historical events over
the centuries. It was the scene of the final battles for
the victory of the October Revolution in Moscow in
1917. V. 1. Lenin lived and worked here for more

than five years.

History of the Moscow Kremlin

The wooden fortress built on the steep bank of the
Moskva River in 1147 during the reign of Prince Yuri

Dolgoruky, was the beginning of Moscow and the
Moscow Kremlin. Tn 1367 Prince Dmitri Donskoi
began to build the white-stone walls of the Kremlin
that gave Moscow the name of a white-stone city. The
construction of the fortress played an important role
in strengthening the Moscow principality.

As the Russian state was becoming more powerful
many new structures were added to the Kremlin.

It was rebuilt to answer the requirements of defence.
During the 10 years between 1485 and 1495 thick
crenellated walls and towers made of brick were built
around the Kremlin and stone palaces and cathedrals
with guilded cupolas were built on its territory and

The belfry of the Ivan the Great Cathedral at the Moscow Kremlin.
Photo by D. Sholomovich AP—1724

s
v s

September 1961

BROADWAY TIMES 15



bridges were thrown across the moat. The height of
the Kremlin walls varies from 5 to 19 metres depending
upon the locality. They are from 3.5 to 6.5 m. wide,
The entire length of the Kremlin walls is two and a
Quarter kilometres and form an irregular triangle.
The area inside the walls equals 70 acres. Construc-
tion of the Kremlin towers began in 1485, Altogether
there arc 20 towers in the Kremlin, most beautiful of
them being the Spasskaya Tower built in 1491. This
tower has 10 storeys and is 71 metres high. As early
as in the 16th century the Kremlin chimes were installed
in this tower. The present chimes were installed in
1851-52.

The Kremlin walls and towers are an outstanding
structure answering the demands of the defence of that
time.

Alongside with the construction of the defence
structures at the Kremlin many churches were built
on its territory under Ivan 11I.  On one of the Kremlin’s
oldest squares, the Sobronaya Square, the Uspensky,
Blagoveshchensky and Arkhangelsky cathedrals, master-
pieces of Russians national architecture, were built.

All the Kremlin cathedrals are decorated with wall
painting and have beautiful icons. Many articles of
decorative and applied arts : embroideries, artistic
iron work, wood-carving, etc. are to be found here.

In 1505-1508 the famous Ivan Veliky (Ivan the
Great) belfry was built in the centre of the Kremlin.
In 1600 an upper tier was added to the belfry and its
cupola and cross were guilded with red gold.

In 1586 the Russian founder Anderi Chokhov cast
the Tsar Cannon. The weight of this huge cannon
is about 40 tons, the gun tube is 5 m. long and its calibre
is 890 mm. Another masterpiece of Russian foundry
art is the Tsar Bell, the largest bell in the world, cast
in 1733-35 by Ivan Matorin and his son Mikhail. [t
weighs about 200 tons. The Tsar Cannon and Tsar
Bell stand in the Kremlin as outstanding examples of
Russians foundry art of the 16th-18th centuries.

In 1838-49, the Grand Kremlin Palace was built
on the most picturesque spot of the Kremlin hill, facing
South where the Moskva River flows. itg huge
Georgievsky Hall is one of the most beautiful halls of
the Palace and is of great architectural valye,

A coach of the Russian Empress Elizabeth in Armoury, Moscow Kremlin.
AE—1586
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On the tall Borovitsky hill towers a monumeqtal
building of the State Armoury. The first mention
of it dates back to June 1547. At present more than
4,000 exhibits are on display here. This collection was
accumulated for centuries and is of a great scientific
and educational importance..

The Kremlin since the Great October Revolution

At the beginning of March 1918, it was dec(lide(dot;
transfer the Soviet Government from Petrlogglrg L:nin
Leningrad) to Moscow. On March 12,' 1;4 .
moved into the Kremlin. Since that time . (s)Sand
has been the capital of the first state of wor elr‘n e
peasants in the world and the Moscow Kremll
residence of the Soviet Government.
esidium of the U.S.S.R.
Ministers of the
Sessions of the

At the present time the Prest "
Supreme Soviet and the Councﬂ.o
U.S.S.R. function in the Kremlin.
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U.S.S.R. and the Russian Federation Supreme Soviets,
congresses and plenary meetings of the C.P.S.U. Central
Committee and all other such conferences take place
here. Diplomatic receptions, the presentation 'of
credentials by foreign ambassadors, the pre§entatlon
of government awards and international prizes also

take place in the Kremlin.
In 1937 five-pointed ruby stars were mounted on the
Kremlin towers.

The Soviet Government takes great care of artistic
and historical monuments. Extensive restoration work
has been carried out lately in the cathedrals and palaces

of the Kremlin.

Millions of people including a large number 9f
foreign tourists from all over the world visit the Kremlin

every year.
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A Short Story
THE TYPIST GIRL

BY

Dr. S. P. ADINARAYAN

Affairs in the Ram houschold were fast moving
towards a crisis.  There was suspicion, fear and jealousy
in the air.  Much was thought though little was said
at the carlier stages. But as the matter progressed
both background thinking and articulation increased
in considerable amount till at last when the stunning
climax was reached the ratio was reversed—there was
a good deal of hysterical talking though very little
relevant thinking.

And now for the cause of these domestic rumblings
which terminated in a tornado and upset that delicate
balance between thought and speech that generally
prevails in a normal houschold—Mr. Ram had started
coming home late in the evenings. For twenty years
with meticulous punctuality he had caught the 5-20
Bus from his office and was home by 6 p.m. But now
he started arriving at 8 p.m. or even worse. Like the
life of the cclebrated Mr. Grundy, Ram’s saga of back-
sliding started on a Monday. That day’s latencss
was laughed off by the family. Everybody thought
that it was a good joke—the old clock-work machinery
was getting a bit rusty. Perhaps it necded a bit of
oiling. “ Cod-liver oil " suggestcd Mohan his son,
a youngster of fifteen, while Maya, the thirteen year
old daughter striking a more exotic note recommended
an extra oil bath on Wednesdays. Mr. Ram grimaced
and making a joint reply to flial solicitude remarked
“ Nasty stuff and why should 1 get up at 6 a.m. in the
morning twice a week. The Saturday oil bath is bad
enough.” His wife just smiled and kept quiet.

When on the next day the performance was repeated
there was very little laughter. The whole family was
waiting in deputation at the entrance to the house and
in reply to an anxious chorus of enquiries the tardy
husband announced that he had missed the bus.

“I believe that it is a 15-minute service from your
office,” retorted his wife, *“ if you missed the 5-20 there
is no need for you to come home at 8-30.”

“ What a brain you have? ” said her husband, play-
fully tweaking her nose ““in your next birth you will
be born as a calculating machine.”

“1If this sort of thing goes on much longer [ shall
start making some calculations and investigations in
this life alone and that too pretty soon.”
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Though our politicians are said to miss the bus
pretty often, in fact almost as a matter of routing,
Mr. Rum realised that as an cxplanation for late-coming
before the family tribunal it would not bear repetition.
Hence on Wednesday the delay was attributed to extra
work at the oflice.

“Why don’t you bring it home.” asked his wife,
“you have always been carrying files home.™

“ Woman this is extremely confidential stuff.”

“Since when has your Manager started the practice
of asking his Head Clerks to copy secret documents.”

“You know that I am no ordinary Head Clerk
I am his right-hand man.™

“ Till yesterday he seems to have had more confidence
in his left-hund.  Have you finished the job?™

“Not at all,” said Mr. Ram cagerly clutching at
what seemed to be an elastic excuse, “ there is a lot
more to be done.”

This kept things going iill the week-cnd. Sunday
was a day of peace and constrained quictness.  When
the husband arrived home on Monday at 9 p.m.
he found that his wi'e and children had retired for
the night. The dinner that was laid out for him was
even colder than the reception that he had got. After
bolting a few morsels of the same, he rushed upstairs.
The family though comfortably settled down in bed
had not yet gone 1o sleep. “I am suffering from dia-
betes ” he announced to them.

“How do you know? " asked his wife.

“ From the symptoms,” retorted her husband. “I
have a gencral feeling of lassitude, giddiness and loss
of appetite.”

“They seem to have developed rather suddenly.
There was nothing wrong with your appetite this
morning.”

“Do you know the cure for diabetes according to
our ancient system of Ayurveda?” Mr. Ram paused
for a reply but no one was anxious to lay claim to
this knowledge. *“To walk to Kasi and back,” he
went on answering his own question “ failing which
you dug a well in your back-garden.”
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“ Failing which 1 presume you dug your own grave,”
said his wife with biting sarcasm.

“1 have no such intention. The whole cure is based
on the principle of intensive cxercise. [ ?valked back
home from the office this evening. That is why I am

late.”
*“ Four miles in four hours.
tortoise !”

The next morning the family physician was called in
for a check up. Mr. Ram’s violent protests  were
summarily set aside and practically under duress }w
was forced to fill a glass jar with the necessary fluid.
The doctor took out a spirit lamp, beakers and bottles
from his black bag and set up a miniature lab. on
Mohan’s study table. Ten minutes la.ter a sm.all test-
tube containing an emerald green fluid was d_;splayed
to the whole family. Mrs. Ram who 'had e.arh‘cr been
coached by the doctor explained its slgmﬁcan‘ce.
“ There is no more sugar in that,” said she addressing

her husband *than in your character.”
That evening Mr. Ram returning home at 9 p.m.

was met by his wife at the entrance to t%xe house. “ Who
is she? ” she asked, voicing the question that had been

uppermost in her mind all these days.
“Who is what?” retorted the husband ungram-

Behold the human

matically.

“ The woman whom your are keeping. The woman
in whose company you have been spending the evening
howrs.”

“ You have a vulgar mind.”

“It is not my mind but your morals that we are
discussing.”

“ 1 shall treat your nasty insinuation with the contempt
that it deserves.”

“] refuse to be put off any longer. I demand a
categoric reply to my question. Are you or are you
not keeping a mistress? ”’

Mr. Ram was silent for a minute and then said,
slowly, < It is true that I have a mistress but who s'he
is I absolutely refuse to divulge.” Thereupon his wife
let out a loud shrick and fell conveniently into the
nearby easy chair. *“ Maya! Maya !> she shouted,
“ bring me a soda. [ am feeling faint.” Her da}lghter
came running to the verandah with a tumbler in her
hand. * There is no soda in the house, mother. Drink
this water, it is very cold.”

‘ My heart is burning.”

“ What is the matter? What has happened?”

M "
« your father has been keeping a woman?
‘“ Are you quite sure? ”’
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“ Yes, he has just now confessed to it.”

“ Father, how can you treat mother in this wa)f? *
Mr. Ram made no reply but just stared at the ceiling.
“ [ have made up my mind,” announced Mrs. Ram.
« | will not stay in this house a minute longer.”

« Where will you go?” asked her husband.

“ [ am going home to mother.”

“ Shall I fetch a taxi? ™

“ What is wrong with our buses? ™

“ Everything, apparently. Have you not been reading
the correspondence column in the daily papers. They
are overcrowded. The conductors are rude. The
drivers don’t stop when requested to. The time sche-
dule seems to be there only to be disregarded.”

“] am deeply touched by you - solicitude but please
do not bother about my transport arrangements. I can
very well look after myself.”

“ As you like. I was only trying to be helpful.”

“ When you have some time to spare from your
lustful preoccupations, please keep an eye on the
children.”

“ They are your concern. You brought them forth
into this world.”

“ Not without a little co-operation from you. But
on second thoughts I will not go home. I shall stay
on to the bitter end and suffer in silence for the sake
of the children.

On Wednesday night the gathering storm broke®
The dark clouds of doubt and despair which had been
hovering over the family household like an incubus
for nearly a fortnight, descended with dramatic sudden-
ness. The family found itself in the clutches of a terrible
catastrophe. Mr. Ram did not come home at all. They
all waited for him till eleven, then went up and tried
to sleep. As the mid-night hour struck they gave up
all pretence of doing so and re-assembled on the
verandah. ‘Iam gettinga little anxious ’ said Mrs. Ram
when from a neighbouring church tower the quarter
hour chimed “even though a wicked libertine in
the clutches of an whore, he is after all my
husband.”

“ Do you think he has been run over by a bus,” asked
Maya.

*“The best thing to do,” said the practical-minded
Mohan “ is to write out a description of father and take
it to our police station. They will then circularise
all the hospitals and find out whether there has been
an accident.”

* He was the best husband a woman could ever have,”
said Mrs. Ram and began to sob.
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“You were expressing slightly different sentiments.
only a few moments ago, mother.” k4

“If he could only come back home this minute T will
fully and frecly forgive him.”

“There is no use wasting time being sentimental.
Hewe is paper and pen. Let us write out a description
of Dad. Shall we start from the top and work our way
down—Head?”

“ Bald ”’ said Maya.

(19 Eyes ? k3 )

“ A slight squint

“Nose?>

“ Snub.”

“Ears?"

* Cauliflower.”

“ Teeth?”

“ Cow-catcher.”

“ Chest?”

“ Pigeon.”

* Stomach? ™’

““ Protruding.”

“Legs?”

“ Bowed.”

“ Feet?”

“Flat............ Did he always look like this, mother? >’
asked Maya aghast at the physical dissection at which
she had just assisted. To her, father was more a func-
tion than a thing. Not matter but spirit, a great idea

whose pervasive blundering warmth had enveloped
her from the moment of her birth.

“Oh, no. He was the handsomest man in Madura
when [ married him.”

“ The transforming power of Anno Domini and the
cares of domesticity,” said Mohan. He wrote a covering
letter and this was sent along with the description to
the nearest police station through the cook, who wept
copiously prior to his departure and paid a tribute
to his master’s qualities of head and heart, for the first
time in his life. After this there was nothing else to
do but to wait—a long and dreary vigil whose monotony
was only broken by Mrs. Ram’s occasional snores in
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between bouts of silent lamentation. At last the gray
fingers of the dawn were seen stealing through the
inky darkness of the night and then came those two
great harbingers of day-light-milk and the morning
paper. Mohan picked up the latter and idly glanced
through it. Suddenly he let out a shout, *“ Mother !
Maya ! listen to this— The Typist Girl. Successful
Performance by the Secretariat Party. The Secretariat
Dramati: Troupe yesterday put on boards at the Royal
Theatre, that well-known farce the Typist Girl.” The
standard of acting was acclaimed by every one in the
packed hall as brilliant, reaching levels rarely attained
by any amateur body. The star performance was
that of Mr. Ram who took the part of the typist girl’s
father and literally stole the show. Singing in an
exquisitely modulated voice and acting with gay abandon
Mr. Ram’s performance came as a great surprise to
all his friends who so far had not suspected any dormant
histrionic fires in him. We understand that this was
the first time in his life that Mr. Ram was acting and
that he was so diffident of the outcome that he had kept,
even his taking part in rehearsals, a dead secret from
his family? ™’

*“ So poor dad was under the spell of the most exacting
of all mistresses—Art ” said Maya.

“ Art is but a fickle jade " quoted Mohan irrelevantly
“if you work for her you won’t get paid.”

“ What I do not understand > said Mrs. Ram “is the
reason why he has not yet come home. The perform-
ance must have been over long ago.” Hardly were
the words out of her mouth, when the sound of a motor
horn was heard and a taxi drew up before the house.
Mr. Ram stepped out and got in. “ Sorry to have
caused you any anxiety " he apologised and then seeing
the morning paper lying on the ground. *“I suppose
you now know the whole truth, it must have come out
in the Indian Mail. ¥ was so tired that 1 slept away
in the green room.”

“ Congratulations ™ said his wife, *“ we never knew
that you were such a brilliant actor.”

“ But only on the stage. On the home front I seem
to have made a complete ass of myself.”

“ Oh, no. You were just being natural. T like you
that way.” And then disregarding the presence of
the children, she kissed him.
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Personality Sketch

Mis. VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT

BY

KASHYAPA

There is only one thing more difficult than becoming
great, and that is to do it in the midst of gfeami'fé
What should normally have been an ideal set'up forh he
job is often the most adverse situation for it W lch
accounts for the Sanskrit proverb: Pandit}'za P:ft::clz(.
Sundah meaning roughly a genius’ progeny 15 ijaes
ass ! Great men generally spring from ordinary Ofne R
and their own children, if not actually mental defectz;r hlss,
are at least nothing much to write home apout. o
rule is one that admits of very few exceptions at xl1e
Tecent Indian history, I can safely say tl}at onllzlegru
family provides the exception. And that is the
family, o

Pandit Motilal Nehru was a towering figure in his

i for Indian
Own ri i uegles and sacrifices ‘
ooyt o An aristocrat 1

independence have few parallels.

thozlgit, word and deed, his home in Anahabadl W?;
a veritable Paradise where no luxury was foo costy .
obtain, no comfort too fabulous to procure. Comlg?:
ding as he did a lucrative legal practice, and I%af .
the life of a Prince Motilalji was a great man even be 1(;
he was sucked into the vortex of Indian POHFICS' di .
greatness then achieved a different hue, and his leading

role in Congress politics for ovez:r 1:;1 tdechiestdzoﬁaihgo‘:l’;
. istory. Tha
Into the pages of our history was itself strange.

have b e such a famous person
JaWahacri(:lmhad all the conditions necessary tg bke::nil;
a thoroughly spoilt child who would have 1a(si po
his father's fame for some time and then settle iy
to a humdrum life, with his parent’s portraxt hfu')grsg
in life size in his drawing room, to Impress VJ;] ndit.
But as I said that would have been nom}al ; the t : o
family being an exception, Jawaharlalji began Piadbes
about his own task of winning Independe?c:himsem
beloved country, and farming a lot of fame fo

In this illustrious family, apart from fathe;rn ang;logﬁw
now, now, gentle reader, do not think I :a ’ %v i for
say grand-daughter Indira, for that .Y01;[ unger (han
some years—there is Vijayalakshmi. Oless oyl
Jawaharlal by eleven years, hers was no S Engish
childhood than her brother’s. Taught by 2 o she
governess, and learning to ride as well as to write,
Was not drawn into politics as €arly

as her brother.
o ii dit,
Marriage that followed a friendship with Ranjit Pan

was soon blessed with offspring ; she might have very
well lived an ordinary and uneventful life. But_ @e
mass arrests of 1932 and the general wave of patriotic
fervour and frenzy that swept across the sub-cogtment
which had such a poignant effect on many hxtherfo
unpolitical souls did not fail to kindle the spark in
Vijayalakshmi with her almost hereditary flair for pyl?llc
life. From housewife to orator was no ugly transition
in her case. She paid the inevitable penalty of a prison
life, made all the more painfu_l by reason of the forced
sep’aration from her fond children. But she saw t?e
fruits of sacrifice sooper than did many others. 3
1937, the Congress swept the polls and she was ?lecffe

to the U.P. Assembly, soon to become India’s first

woman minister.

evis U. P. Minister for Health and Local Self-Govern-
ment—portfolios almost always reserve;i for er&in,
{ never could see why—-s}fe made a mar vert);1 qui ):1
When her colleagues resigned, §he _]Oll’led' em an
once again courted arrest. Dum}g the }ustonc Quit

i vement, she was for a while outside and bu'sy,
Indli ot she herself was again incarcerated for nine
bt e This third bout of jail life quite sapped her
morts d it has been said that she looked years glder
health,han as released.  In 1944 began her international
wh'en_ ¥ el}” I may say SO. She went to the U.S. as an
acmt/;it}f;l ambassador of Indian good-will, and was
o successful in her diplomacy that she earnt for
soonlfs’oas well as her country the signa? honour o_vf
gzirxi; chosen President of the Qnited Nations Organi-

ion. With the advent of Indian frecdom she became
oo I;'xdia’s envoy in all the three big powers :.the
free. ¢ Union, the United States and the United
Sqwed Ir; none of thesc countries was her depar-
rine oen;ded by any untoward incident or faux pas ;
T not ¢ withdrawn’ for any diplomatic reasons.
e wifyd work done in one place she just moved into
gfc:tt%er to eontinue the gf)od wark. Shc: has e,amt
for India the lasting goodwill of a!.l the major nations.
Jawaharlal’s foreign policy requircs Ye;y gOOdI
salesman in the bigger Power nations. It.m1g.t appea

ily to the uncommitted and neutral nations ; but the
?i’s;v{'ers » need a little persuasion to make them fouox’v
it in the proper light. As a purveyor of her t?rother S
policies abroad, Vijayalakshmi was non pareil.
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Mrs. Pandit is now returning to India. “To retire

in the foot of the Himalayas and rest » she said. But
Diplomats are not €asy

this is a fond hope, we hope.

to get these days, and personally I prefer public figures
to public servants in that role. If people like Vijaya-
lakshmi start retiring, we Wwill be left with 1.C.S or
LAS. officers for manning the posts abroad—a con-
Summation devoutly unwished for. If the pick of
‘servicemen go abroad as Ambassadors, the second-

raters will be left for local purposes, and I am not one

who likes even the slightest falling off in official stand-

She can enjoy a little respite if she wants, till -
the General Elections. Then, 1 for one expect her

to fill an important role in our affairs—at New Delhi.
A little bird whispers in my ear “..At Rashtrapathi

Bhavan?” Kashyapa is no soothsayer. But as a

patriot, he thinks it is not a bad idea at alt!

ards.

BROADWAY TIMES

-September 1961



SPORTS IN BRIEF

By OuUR SPORTS COMMENTATOR

America’s Amateur Athletic Union’s national outdoor
championship which met recently saw the biggest world
record session so far.

During the three-day long programme, ten world
records were set up in 14 swimming events. In three
other cvents, all-American records went overboard.

* *

There is a rush of title fights ““ on” in Britain. Boxing
champions Freddic Giiroy, Brian Curvis and Dave
Charnley are to defend their crowns before the cnd of
October.

Gilroy, British bantamweight champion, meets
Billy Rafferty, of Glasgow, in Belfast on October 7.

Brian Curvis, holder of the British welterweizht title,
appcars at Wembley, London, on September 26, or
Ocinber 31 against Mid Leahy.

Pritish lightweight champion, Dave Charnley, takes
on challenger, David Hughes at Nottingham on
Oc:ober 23.

Charnley has not defended his title since 1957.
* %
Prince Philip is to visit Australia to open the Comnion-

wealth and Empire Games in November next year,
a Buckingham Palace announcement said recently.

No details of the 1962 visit are yet available, but it
is assumed that his journey may entail a pause in the
Indo-Pakistan sub-continent.

He will be travelling at the invitation of the Austra-
lian Government.
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Nawab of Pataudi

The Nawab of Pataudi, Oxford University Cricket
XI Captain who was earlier this year injured in a motor
accident and, it was feared, might lose the sight of his
right eye, is once aguin “ getting his eye in > as far as
cricket is concerned.

Already he has had a “ try out ™ at the Sussex County
Club nets at Hove. Commenting, George Cox, Sussex
County XI cocch, scid, *“ He did very well considering
his vision has been affected.”

The Nawab is to have another operation on his eye
in about two months’ time.

£ LS

Abbas Ali Baig, the Indian Test player and Oxford

University batsman, has been awarded his cap by

Somerset.
% *

Muscle Power

Otympic athlete and rceord holder of the six mile
race, Martin Hyman, has been preparing himself for
a new feat. He intends to fly for a mile on muscle
power.

He is to pilot a “flying bicycle ” being built by a
group of graduates from Southampton University,
who hope to win a £ 5,000 prie with their invention.

London businessman, Mr. Henry Kremer, offered

the prize to the first man-powered aircraft to fly over
a mile in the Commonwealth.

The man-powered aircraft group of the Royal
Aeronautical Society has worked out rules for the
competition, and the Royal Aero Club arc to act as
official observers.

September 196F

A favourite brand of Super-White Cement.
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VEMBANAD WHI

True Portlan.

A Super-white Cement ideal for both
white and colour jobs, packed in six ply
paper bags-Now available in plenty.
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5. M/s. K, P. Yarghese & Sons, Ernakulam.—For Kerala State.
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