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Rewf;it of The Hill Tribes in Assam

By
Shri K. C. CHAKRAVARTI

HE Asamiyas of the Brahmaputra Valley
are determined to have Assamese, their
language, to be the sole official language for the
whole of Assam bv liw. On this issue all
Asamiyas — Congressmen  or  Communists,
Hindus or Muslims, Students or Teachers,
land-owners or labourers are united.  They do
not bothsr about vhie cost 01 consequence. The
Congress High Command may get annoyed, the
Hill Tribes may agitate for separation but they
arc deteririned to have Assamese and Assamese
alone for the official language.  In no case they
will agree to have Bengali to be the second
official language. No argument, no threat, can
persuade them. Their apprchension against

Bengali is genuine and firm.

Ninety-nine per cent of the Asamiyas live in
the six districts of the Brahmaputra Valley. In
the remaining five districts their number is less

" than one per cent. Outside Assam, they seldom

go and scttle.  Tn some of the largest towns of
India one will come across a good number of
Bengalees, Madrasis, Marwaris or Punjabis.
But seldom one meets an Assamese. NoO
Assamese is known to have shone outside Assam
in law, medicine, science or business. No
Assamese has ever become a President of the
Indian National Congress. Seldom one is a
member of its Working Committee. No Assa-
mese has ever competed successfully in the
I.C.S. or the LA.S. Living in their own State,
they consider Assam to be their exclusive home-
land. All non-Assamese in Assam are regarded

‘as foreigners and intruders, and they are toqu"

rated so long as they do not stand in their way.
They do not like to go to other areas nor do
they like others to come to their homeland.
They have in this sense developed a peculiar
sort of narrowness and parochialism. The
intensity with which they love their homeland,
Assam, can only be compared with the patrio-
tism of-the Nagas for their Nagaland.

Of all outsiders, the Assamese dislike the
Bengalees most and this dislike is not without
any reason. Itis not true that the Bengalees
have monopolised all trade and industry in
Assam. Whatever industries Assam has, have
bccn\ practically monopolised by Europeans and
Marwaris. The sharec of the Bengalees in
State Government services is also not out of
proportion. The allegation that the Bengalees
living in Assam do not learn Assamese, do not
mix in Assamese Society and do not adopt
their manners and customs is not true. Nor is
it true that the Bengalees are proud, haughty or
over-bearing. Other Indians in Assam, Mar-
waris, Madrasis, Punjabis, Gujratis etc, do and
behave exéctly as the Bengalees do. " They-do
not talk in Assamese amongst themselves, they
do not mix in Assamecse society, they do not
eat Assamese food, their women do not put.‘of._j
mekhala instead of the saree. The Assamese
anger against the Bengalces is for anothet
reason. ‘ R

The Assamese bear no grudge against ‘the
Bengalees of West Bengal. In Assam -the
Assamese are some forty lakhs only. In the gon
Asamiya districts of Assam almost an:aqtml
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number of Buw xlus ‘I\L llmy HENGHN much
Assamese in a wider sense and many of them,
as employees of the State government morce
often as employzes of the Central Government
and some as small shop-keepers, cultivators,
artisans, clerks and teachers. go to the Assam
Valley districtstand Tive there. They have thar
Bengali schools and clubs.  They read Bcngali
dailics from Calcutta. They see Bengali
cinemas which arc appreciated by all.  Many
of them have shone and arc stll shimng as
lawyers, doctors, engineers or professors. Half
of the population in alt the important towns of
the Assam Valley, Gauhati. Tezpur, Sibsagar,
Jorhat, Tinsukia, Dibrugarh ctz. consists of
Bengalees to-day.

If in the whole State the Benzalees are
almost as numerous as the Asamiyas, if in all
the important towns like Gauhati, the Bengalees
arc morc numetous, il the Bengalees have
a more developed language and a superior
literature and a better culture the uncducated
common people of the Assam Valley feel a
strong tendency to imitate the Bengalees and
not the Assamese. If two groups of pcople
live together, and if one of them is a little less
numerous but superior in education, and
culture, the smaller group easily supplants the
other. This is a universal tendency and Assam
is no exception.

Is not the apprehension of the Assamese that
if left to themselves, and without State patronis-
ation, their language and culture will some day
be ousted, genuine and real? The difference
between Bengali and Assamese is negligible.
One easily merges into the other. The script is
the same. One easily merges into the other. If
both the languages remain sidc by side, the more
developed language ultimately triumphs. In
every country, the dialect, dress, food, man-
ners and customs of the people of an area, be.
come fashionable to others, if that area grows
in political and industrial importance. Once
Calcutta was the capital of India. It was the
centre of British trade;and commerce. The
Bengalees of Calcutta mastered earlier the

l.mnumw of thun masters, the British, and soon
Calcutta rose in political and commercial
importance.  Caleutta attracted  all sorts of
talents from all parts of India and with co-oper-
ation from them, the prosperity of Calcutta was
built up.  Soon the language, dress, food, man-
ners and customs of the people living in that
city became fasironable to others who began to
inutate them.

fn 1912, the three Bengali districts of Goal-
para, Sylhict and Cachar were attached to the
newly ereated provinee of Assam in order to
make Assam viable. The Bengalees of these
districts, part of tiue larger Bengali socicty in
the adjoining provinee, had a political, educa-
tional and commercial importance and when
they w0 to the Brahmaputra Valley, the unedu-
cated common As.amese people of the Brah-
maputra Valley regard them in, the heart of
their -hearts as superior and attractive, and
imitatc them and adopt their language and
culture. This has been going on for the fast
two or three generations.  Today the educated
Assamese, particularly their poets and men of
letters, notice that Asamiya is being disregarded
and  Bengali  is being  worshipped even
in their own home districts. s the Assa-
mese anger without any foundation? If not
counteracted in time and in the absence of
official patronisation, will not Assamese langu-
age and culture some day yield to those of the
Bengalees?  Is not the language issue to the
Assamese a question of life and death for them?

In this culture conflict, the sympathy of all
other Indians is naturally with thc Assamese.
An outsider usually fecls sympathy for the weaker
party. But the dilemma of the Congress High
Command is that while they feel that the hopes
and aspirations of the Assamese are being
frustrated by Bengali competition, the Bengalees’
of Assam are Indians, and they are also legally .
Assamese and, therefore, any legal and formats
discrimination against them cannot be justified:
The Accountant-General’s Office at Shillong 8
90 per cent Bengali. In the Railways, in the
Posts and Telegraphs Dept., in Central Bxeis
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etc., the employees are 90 per cent Benﬂalees
Appointment is made strictly on merits and
usually through open competetive examinations
and the Union Government cannot prevent Ben-
galees from joining these scrvices. Honours
graduates are few and far between amongst the
Assamese and an Honours graduate, or ¢ven an
ordinary graduate, is sure fo get post-graduate
scholarships etc, and is likely to become a
Deputy Magistrate.  So, he will not seek a cle-
rical post in the Account-General’s office at
Shillong.

The second difficulty is that just asin a con-
flict between the Bengalees and the Assamese,
Assamese arc the weaker party, in the culture
conflict between the Assamese and the Nagas,
the Nagas are the weaker party and all the
allegations against the Bengalees vis-a-vis the
Assamese are equally applicable against the
Assamesc vis-a-vis the Nagas. Amongst the
Nagas the Assamese are as proud, haughty and
over-bearing. - While living amongst the Nagas
the Assamese never learn their language, never
use their dress or food. The Nagas apprehend
that if Assamese and the Nagas live together
under the same administration, the language
and culture of the Nagas would some day dis-
appear. The Nagas are poor and small. They
are less than five lakhs but the Assamese are
also poor and small. They are less than fifty-
lakhs. The Congress High Command once
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supported the Assamese agdmst the Nagas The
Nagas then revolted and fought.

The Nagas are not the only Hill Tribe in
Assam. There are other Hill Tribes and the
basic question is the same. 1f Assamese lan-
guage is madc sole official language in the
whole of Assam by law, is there any chance
for the language and culture of the Hill
Tribes, Khasis, Garos etc. to thrive? If the
State.patronises Assamese, will not the Hill
Tribes be culturally wiped out of existence. If
the apprehension by the Assamese against the
Bengalees be real and genuine, is not the appre-
hension by the Hill Tribes against the Assamese
also real and genuine ? If the Official Language
Bill is a question of life and death for the Assa-
mese, its opposition by the Hill Tribesisalso a
life and death question for the Hill Tribes. The
dilemma before the Congress High Command is
this : if the Assamese are not supported, the
Chaliha Cabinet will resign, President’s rule will
become inevitable and the Congress Party will
be completely routed in the next election. If
the Assamese are supported, like the Nagas in
the past, the other Hill Tribes will revolt and
fight. Violence, bitterness and blood-shed can
be avoided if the Hill Tribes are allowed to
form a separate State and this seems inevitable.
But in that case, all the units, Nagaland, Brah-
maputra Valley, Union of Hill Tribes, will re-
main poor, weak and backward.

-0 -

The Army as a Career
By , '

Gen. K. S. THIMAYYA EE
N 15th August last our country completed t0day needs a large number of young men m'

¥

its thirteenth year of independence. Dur- fill up the many vacancies in its commissioned
ng this period, and despite varidus internal aud ranks caused by the retirement of officers wha
sxternal adverse influences, vast economical Were commissioned during the last World War.
md industrial feats have been accomplished, and also to meet the army’s mcreased comnnt‘ "
il desxgned to increase the prosperity of the ments.

wation. To protect what we have accomplish-

Itisa surprlsmg fact that the army is an emci’:

ud, it is necessary to maintain a standing army. ma to the average person. Few people realm '
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tion to the oflicer runks s open 1o the sons
of all citizens of Indix regardiess of caste or
creed. In a countey vioranl with resurgent
“youth, I am coniident there is no pauciy of
young men cager to crier upon 2 career which
offcis in large weusure sdventure, responsibi-
lity and sociai sceunity.

One of the main problens concerning purents
and  guardiang these days is the choice of
carcer for their sons and wards. There are
many trades, profussions and services wlich of-
fer opportunitics for advancement in life, but
the problem is to determine which would be the
most suitable. My purpose here is to deseribe
the opportunitics that a carcer in the army
affords.

First of all, T would like to explain how you
can get into the army as an oflicer.  You can
do it in a number of ways. Firstly, by taking
the UPSC cxamination for the National Defen-
ce Academy, provided you arc between the npe
of 15and 17} years and no ... Matriculation
certificate or its cquivalent; or, again. through
another UPSC examination if you arce between
the ages of 18 and 21 with Intermediate Exami-
nation certificate or its cquivalent. 1n addition
to the UPSC examination, these candidates have
to go through an interview by the Services
Selection Board. The written test, that is the
‘“UPSC examination, is to ascertain a candida-
te’s academic attainment, and the second, the
interview by the Services Selection Board, is to
check up a candidate’s officer-like qualities.
Another mode of commissioning is through the
National Cadet Corps. Here candidates have
to possess a B.A. or an cquivalent standard of
education and again must successfully pass the
Services Sclection Board interview. National
Cadet Corps boys do not have to appear for
the UPSC examination. The age limit is 19 to
22 years. NCC candidates are required to put
in three academic years scrvice in the Senior
Division Army Wing ofthe NCC. For the
technicians there is- a graduate course which
trains technical graduates for commission in the
technical arms and corps ; for this candidates

REVIEW [ 1aNuARY 1961

mast be between 20 and 27 years and have a
qualthcaton of BB, or B. Sc.

Recendy we have  initiated a new scheme
wherehy N CLClcadets Srom the Universitics
cavapply tojom Oflicers” T raoning tinits, These
voung men witl first have to be <etecred by their
NCC Unit Comander and then go through
the Services Sclection Bo ol altor which they
cary v oul three years at the universities during

which tme they are required o get a degree
and a O certificate. The military  training
would be stightiy more detailed than tor the
average NCC boy.  On completion of his B. A,
the young man is put through anoihier test for
determining his place in the order of merit to
obtain competitive entry within the NCC quota.

Training at the NDA during the first two
years is built round the pyinciple that a course
of broad gencral cducation is an indispensable
preliminary to professional and technical train-
e Aloreover, the balk of training is acade-
mic. Lhe emphasis being on English, Mathe-
matics and Science. The standard to be achieved
is coventually going to be cquivalent to a
university degree. These three basic subjects
apart, the course is franicd wih Fatanced
representation of manual and mechanical skidl,
social study, the humanities, languages and
projects. Parents will appreciate that normally
at a Public School the cost of educution is in the
region of Rs. 250 per month wlule at the NDA
a higher standard ol cducation is impasted the
cost of which including boarding and lodging,
books, uniforms and medical trcatment is borne
by the Government.  The boys are expected to
mect their own pocket expenses, which do not
usually exceed Rs. 30 per month.

Cadets at the National Defence Academy

have to do a three ycar course followed by one

year at the Indian Military Academy. Direct
entry candidates undergo two years training at_

the Indian Military Academy before Commis-

sioning and NCC cadets do 18 months training.

After passing out as a commissioned officer i
the rank of 2/Lt, a subaltern gets a salary of

Rs. 450 including allowances and after two :
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years service he becomes at Lt. with a salary of supervising and running technical workshops or

Rs. 500. His pay increases with each successive
promotion. At the minimum, an oﬂjcet can
expect to retire after 27 years’ service on a
pension of Rs. 620 per mensem.

- Now I would like to tell you about the choice
of the army as a career. The army, as you
know, consists of many different types of Arms
and Services. So, therc is an opportunity for
each young man who joins the army to join th‘e
Arm or Service which will particularly suit his
talents. If he is a young man who is keen on
dash and daring with a slight mechanical bent,
he can join the Armoured Corps. If he is an
officer who wishes to be in the ¢ queen’ of Arms,
he should join the Infantry. I was an infantry
man and | have regarded it as the best Arm.
Infantry offers an attractive career for boys of
tough moral fibre with lots of courage who ha‘ve
a sense of adventure and a high capacity for
personal leadership.

Then there is the Artillery man who shoots
the big guns in which'a certain amount of tech-
nical skill is required. This Arm has many
branches—from the highly techiiical anti-aircraft
gunner who deals with electronics, and soon w.e
hope missiles, to the field gunner who shoots his
shell from the observation post and is in close
contact with the infantry man. The Artillery
also gives scope for any one who would like to
fly as he can join the Air Observation Post flights.

Then we get what we call the Technical
Arms. These are called Arms because these are

- always in the front in a battle whether it is with

the Armoured Corps or Infantry. These arms
are the Signals and the Engineers. The signaller
has to be a man who has high technical know-
ledge and also a personality which can get on
easily with superiors at least two or three ranks

-above. He continually deals with his superiors

and as a result, in addition to his own technical
knowledge gains certain experience of highest
tactics. The same is the case with Sappers who,
like the Signallers, have to be virtually versatile
men. They have to be capable of doing any-
thing from lifting mines, desensitising bombs to

.

building airfields and roads in the rear areas.

I now come to the Services. Napolean said that
an army marches on its stomach, by which he
meant that without good administration no
army can fight. The administrative services in
our day are far more technical and highly quali-
fied than the ones Napolean needed. First
comes the Army Service Corps. An officer in
this corps may serve anywhere from a front
line supply platoon to sitting in the rear ensur-
ing that supplies reach their destination. He
may have to be an expert on checking and
having knowledge of all types of petroleum
storage or the next moment may have to look
after the feeding of men or animals. In addition,
the ASC runs the life-line of the Army in run-
ning all the mechanical transport companies
who take food up to and bring the casualties
from the front line. If you are interested in
horse riding and Tlooking after animals, the
A.S.C. also provides this career for you.

Then come the doctors, the Army Medical
Corps. It can be said that a doctor in the army
gets more chances of improving his professio-
nal knowledge than in any other service. For
example, whereas a civilian doctor may only
live in one part of India, the army doctor may
at one time be up in Ladakh where it is frozen,
facing problems of living at high altitude, and
next he may be somewhere in the plains where
he has to work under different "conditions. He
comes into contact with various problems in
his professional capacity which give him a tre-
mendous amount of experience. The army
doctors who have been loaned to civil due to
shortage there have proved invariably outstand-:
ing.

. Then we come to the Ordnance Corps. Here:
a young officer who has a flair for managerial
administration coupled with capacity for assimis
lating technical knowledge will do outstandingly!
well. Like other services, an ordnance offices/
is responsible for looking after various tjpes;béﬁ
equipment which is necessary for .the modert

army. They have to account for ‘thes}e,a:_id‘tvhjii
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needs a thorough capacity for detailed
technical knowledge. 1 Ovdnancs
anything from a split PIn tow tank (o the o ound
forces. )

Tl}lcn comes one of the nios HIPOrant seryi-
ces in the Army- the corps of Electrical and
Mec;hanical Engincers. These were  raised
durmg the War o cater for the mereasingly
complicated cquipment whicl, cume inlo J]c

‘ hands of the armed forees during the World
War 11, fI‘hjs young corps was left with g very
few experienced officers after (he Partition, byt
by dint of real hard work they have attained an
extremely high standard. so much so that they
have kept the cquipment going in our army for
a l9)1ge.r time than the same cquipment has been
mamtamed in other forees throughout the
world. This not only shows their ability but
a'lso the fact that they haye saved valuable for-
eign exchange by their hard work. The electri-
cal and mechanical engineer-officer has a wide
range of technical trades in which he can specia-
lise. He can become an clectronica expert or
he can be a mechanical engineer of various
types.

Then we have the Veterinary and Remount
Corps.. For this branch an officer must be keen
on riding and capable of training and looking
after horses and mules and also be a doctor to
them. An officer here gains more expericence
than his civilian counterpart, '

So, you see, the army offers you a wide horj.
zon of choice on the professional side. It gives
you opportunities to learn languages. You may

O various courses, both in India and abroad
gnd you have opportunities of travelling. Since
mdependence, we have provided officers and
men in Korea, Indo-China, the Gaza Strip ang
Lebanon and now We go to the Congo. [p
addition to this, individua| officers have seryed
as Military Attachees or on the staff in all the
big count.r'ies of the world. So, these ample
opportunities are open to each one of you dep.
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and - endent on vour cllicienyy
supplies Took forward (o 1 I
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I, however, al you
' W asaland comfortable job
with a biy fiy sty with no other intention blt,
L save monev for vour future, (f ‘ l

o sa : enowe do not
require you m the arpgy.

‘l’inully. when I ook hack on my army career
ol 34 years, | think of my dushing subz;ltcrn
days when Flearng 1o Iead a hundred Ahirs
from the Punjab, when | learnt (o soldicr and
fove and speak, cat and live with them. And
then, as a Captain and a Major, learnt to com-
n.umd the Jats and Kumaonis ad o serve along-
side  Sikhs, Dogras, Rajputs, Gorkhas ar;d
Madrasis. and all the other classes that go to
make up this fine army ol ours. 1 feel | really
know this country and it¢ people. [ think of
all the fun 1 have had, of playing game with
these men, playing polo. pig-sticking, shikar and
Fhink of all the places that I have visited, both
in peace and in war. Whether ijt was under the
peaceful conditions of cantonment life, the gla-
movrof the mess Kit, dances and polo, or
whether it was in the humid jungles of Burma,
or the Himalayan snows of Kashmir with its
su‘b-normal lemperatures, service in the army
has given me a fuliness of life which cannot be
gained in any other sphere of life,

These are all open to you. We in the army
arc a happy family. We make great friendships
we look after each other’s interests. and we art;
the greatest community, and [ am proud that we
arc the greatest nation-building community that
this.country has. This in itself gives the satis-
faction that no other life can give you. Itis
full of danger, full of toughness, and (il g life
full of glamour and Tomance.  Watch the faces
of the people who see them maich past on
Repgt?lic Day Parade, their smart turnout, their
precision marching to the straing of brass and
pipes and drums, and you wij realise how
proud this country is of them. So, I tell you
all, if you want to be g man, join the ,army ’

(AIR. Delhi)

_.O._

Gandhian Humanism
By ‘
Prof. K. C. JENA, M.A.

RUE, some generations after, people will
doubt whether a man like Gandhi could
actually walk with flesh and bones. Gandhiji
will undoubtedly become a legendary personality
and his deeds and thoughts will be preserved as
a part of human culturc. Hc was a politician,
philosopher, thinker, social worker, reformer,
revolutionary and above all, he was the mogt
dominating humanitarian of the century. It is
very doubtful whether any other man in hlstqry
has done so much for the mankind and so in-
tensively as well as extensively. In all, what he
did or felt, he associated himself with the inner-
most pathos and feelings of man. History alops
will decide whether centuries after, Gandhiji
will be able or not to occupy a position as high
and immortal as that of Goutama Budhha and
Jesus Christ. From such a standard of study
it is more appropriate to study Gandhi as a
man and not as a politician.  He has always
made it clear that he was first 2 man and next a
politician. The political aspect of his life was
a sincere and mere reflection of his love for the
mankind and a symbol of his humanitarianism.
Well, it will not be too wrong to say that much
of Gandhian politics, has failed to-day, and
moie failures may be in reserve for Gandhain
politics in the future. His @wn country and hlts
own followers have strongly resented his politi-
cal principles.  As a method of practice and
principle Gandhian politics has either fallen
down or will fall in near future. No other
country except India may remember the Gan-
‘dhian method of non-violence and Satyagraha
as methods of political struggle, and in course
of time India will be bound to discard the non-
violent principles in an age of atomic war and
internal conflicts. What all will remain in Gan-
dhian contribution is his love for mankind and
bis ardent desire to establish humanism on re-
oriented grounds. In the face of History, Gani
dhiji will stand as the strongest advocate for

human welfare and the upliftment of Man as a
single entity.

Gandhiji was deeply influenced by the great
humanitarian writer, John Ruskin and he accep-
ted the principle that the good of the indivi-
dual is contained in the good of all, as the first
principle of his faith. Being a votary of non-
violence he could not subscribe to the utilitari-
an formula of the greatest good of the greatest
number. He would strive for the greatest good
of all and sacrifice his life in the attempt to rea-
lise the ideal. He would be prepared to die so
that others might live. Gandhiji was looking
at mankind as undivided and the special impor-
tance of Gandhiji lay in the emphasis he laid
not on Indians because they were Indians but
because they were a part of the entire human
family. His sympathy for the South Africans,
American Negroes and the Irish people speak
clearly of his magnanimity to challenge on behalf
of the depraved races. He was one of the few
of this generation to realise the significance of
a human approach to the political and social
problems. In his efonomic and commercial
approaches the importance is more on the hu-
man side and less on the monetary side. He
was unprepared to weigh the advantages and
disadvantages arising due to certain economic
policies on the mere ground of economic bene-
fit or loss; much above that stood the problem
of Man. Gandhiji did not ignore that textile
commodities could be produced cheaper .and
better in Manchester than in Bombay and his
opposition for the foreign made commodities
was never on economic gtounds, at least in the
usual sense in which the economists understand,
Behind the bare economic problems there were:
still deeper and greater humanitarian aspects'
which compelled’ Gandhiji to. oppose some of’
the more scientific and more rational problems,:
His outlook on employment and the industr
lsectors was primarily dictated by the neoessity:
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of a more hunmmtmmn soluuon IScxidcs his
emphasis on the Indian scene he was alo concer-
ned about the un-humanitarian and non-humi-
nitarian problems which brewed out of the in-
dustrial and social changes of the post-war
period. No doubt, before Gandhiji  there
were  many men  of  eminence  who o had
tried to impiove the lot of Man  but
the. exceptionality of Gandhiji fay in the
fact that hc opposed the very forces which
had created hin.  His Woestern  cducation
and the Western influcnces had taueht him
that the Western methods of administration and
cultural tendencies would be harmful for the
humanity in gencral and depressed nations in
- particular.  He did not hate any particular
nation or people. Though hc was opposed (o
the English administration and Government and
their policics in India he never had any ill-feel-
- ing against the British people.  Such an attitude
would have been positively dangerous to a
humanitarian of Gandhiji’s standard. He wrof
to Varrier Elwin 1 would like vi < oyraedi o
tell your countrymen that | love them even as }
love my own countrymen, 1 have never done
anything towards them in hatred or malice,
and, God willing, T shall never do anything in
. that manner in future . This broad minded-
ness of Gandhiji makes him one of the fewest
jewels of the Earth whose glamour will enlichten
the world for ever. Observing this lofty hum-
anitarianism of Gandhiji, one Christian mission-
ary had remarked, “1see in Mr. Gandhi the
patient sufferer for the cause of rightcousness
and mercy, a truer representative of the crucified
Saviour than the men who have thrown him into
prison yet call themselves by the name of
Christ.” '

Gandhian humanism is best illustrated by his
love for the untouchables and other backward
communities of the world. He could not under-
stand why the Jews should be looked down by
the so-called progressive and advanced peoples.
He said, ““my sympathies arc all with the Jews
«v...u.-they have been the untouchables of Chri-
stianity. The parallcl between their treatment

* by Christians and the treatment of untouchables
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by Hindus is very close. RL|IL,IOUS sancnon has
been invoked in both cases for the justification
of the inhuman  treatment meted out to them.
Apart from the Iriendship, therefore, there is
more common universal reason for my sympa-
thy for the Jews.”  Similar sympathy had been
expressed in cases of the persecuted peoples of
China or Japan, Amcrica or Europe, and the
Gandhinn Humanism was sineutarly indifferent
to-wards the differences on the ground of
nationality, caste or colour. The Gandhian
leeacy which has almost become a legend could
not have been possible without the love which
Gandhiji had for all living creatures of the
world.  Never i vwodern history has any man
been mourned so  deeply and so widely as
Gandhiji was. A man’s worth is tested only
after Lis deattr: and if this be so then Gandhiji
has passed the test. Gandibiji died as a private
citizen, without wealth, property, oilicial status
and any kind of special distinction to his credit
cveept his humanism. *“ Yet men with Govern-
ments and armics huhmd lhun paid homage to
the little brown man’ Mahatma Gandhi
was the spokesman for the conscience of all
mankind 7. There is no limit to which the
Gandhian philosophy 1s belicved to have shown
anew and special path for the bencefit of the
whole world. Even though, those few comms
unalists who had tried to confine themsclves to
the Limited spheres in which and for which they
had been working were unable to put this limi-
tatton on Gandhiji.  Gandliji, inspite of all the
failurc and feelings with the Muslim League
and its members never had any ill-feeling about
them. The correspondences which he had made

with Mr. Jinnah show his great and real love.:

for the country as a whole. Gandhiji was not
a Hindu leader and anything of this sort might
mcan mistaking his ideology. Nor was he an
Indian lcader alone. Throughout his life he

tried to formulate a new mcthod which might .

give sufficient basis for the future of world

socicty to go ahead. He knew that no religion
and no God wanted division. God always and

in every religion wanted the unity of all men.

“This was the firmest basis on which Gangdhiji -

~ views of his. But in case of Gandhiji he did good. Gandhian approaeh aimed to. reer':'

; mon back-ground essential for all activities and the evil influence as far as possible.:
- thought.

" religious »approach. His emphasis lay on the one of those * Great teachers of ‘mahkind m%

~time may tell to non-religious people that more so human life can be influenced by
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wanted to convince the Muslim Leauge leaders fact that first of all hg was a‘r.e]igious.man and
and tried to unite the country. Albert Eins- then only he entered into politics. Thls'may .bg
tein spoke of Gandhi,  that a powerful human true. ‘He told to Mr Montague t.hat his Sf)?lal ‘
following can be assembled not only through ac.tlvxtles dragged.hxm ‘tg enter. .11‘1t0‘p011t1csf .
the'cunning game of the usual political mano- HlS.ﬁrSt entrance in po]m_cal activities in Soyth
euvres and trickerics but through the cogent Africa began only _fqr soc.lal causes. Gandhlag
example of a morally superior conduct of life. approgCh to po‘h‘txcs is 51g‘n/1ﬁcantly non-j
In our time of utter moral deccadence he commital and positively defcfnswe. . All thos.e'%.
(Gandhi) was the only statesman to stand for a whqse names haye been assoc1ated'\_x.11th Gandhulr
higher human rclationship in the political have clearly test_xﬁeq that Gandhl_u. had never
sphere.” taken the ot’fenswg l'me toattack. His humanism ]
Unlike others, Gandhiji combined his huma- and love for.the Il\"lﬂg world had no place for
nism with his religion. He identified his such aggressive attitude. He always stood for
religious life with the whole of mankind and defence and that too never for self-defence but .
his relationship with politics was also a reflec- for the defence of the mankind and the hvmg‘
tion of this position. He did not differentiate kingdom as a whole. :
the different activitics such as economic, social ~ The Gandhian approach to every issue was
and political, and for him the whole life was a so intimately related with the love for h.uman
single whole and to divide was to destroy it. values that'he did not even demand an.y kind of,‘;
For others, lifs couid be placed under separate punishment for those who had committed even .
heads and differing kinds of attitudes and the worst kind of sins. Even ‘for General .
actions might be taken. This was precisely the Dyer, he never asked any punishment. He
spot where Gandhiji differed from the modern suffered all kinds of humiliation in every possi-
thinkers and particularly from the Western way ble hand, but he never thought any ill of any. .
of looking at problems. For example, the one. There is no parallel thrOughout thej
Western missionaries might take the Church history of political struggle anywhere in the"

* life as having nothing to do with the secular world to approach this kind of magnanimity of ~

issues and the politicians might think that heart and soul which Gandhiji had for human 3
religion has nothing to do with their activities. dignity and human life. Human life itself was -
Such an attitude to the different sectors of sufficient qualification to warrant his sympathy
human activity may be a convenient method to and love, no matter how adversely and hovg
escape responsibility. For instance a politician gravely he might have been depraved. Life is."
might express his support to the religious essentially and primarily noble, there is .nothmg‘:“."
people and win their sympathy and at the same to feel that life is born bad. Any life, and .

religion is a private affair, hence his religion numerous factors and the more is the po_;gi. ‘
has nothing to do with the public issues. bility of inter-action, the greater is the chance:
People might remain indifferent to the religious of being influenced, either way for bad -er:c

not know any thing or any human activity the life force anid create a- surroundmg m“
separate from human activity. Religion and an enable man to see the better aspects ‘of life%
approach to humanitarianism were the com- more intensively and clearly and to.keep awb:yff1

religious bent of mind to place the htima 1
The Gandhian humanism is essentially a on the highest moral pedestal makes Ganii

%
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have not had their places given to them.  That
place has belonged to thern as o matier of
right, as a matter of serviee ™. He enlareed
the individual to the family and the family jo
the nation, the nation to mankind and ultimately
merged the individual happiness and sorrow,
the pleasurce and pain of the single PCrson were
identified with those of every one fiving.
Gandhiji wished to put into practice his
humanistic principles  through Satyagraha,
About Satyagraha, Rev. Jack C. Winslow
remarked, ‘“Satyagcraha is not merely g
dramatic method of winning frecdom and unity
for one’s country or conquering mifitarism and
warfare' or improving a vicious social uand
economic order. It gocs deeper still, 1t is the
principle of eternal cross...the man who undey-
stands something of this truc mcaning of
Satyagraha looks backward down the Tong
vista of history and sces cverywhere, all lhrouuii‘
the slow upward evolution of the race, progress
for the type that is destined to survive, bought
!)y the sacrifice and suffering of the imnumerable
individuals. He sces a great principle like
that of parent-love, or later social co-operation
coming into action, at first feebly and fento-
tlve]y_, later with decisive cffect. but always
working by the sclf-subordination of  the
individual through suffering and death often
voluntarily chosen, in order to promote the
well-being of others, of progeny for instance
or later of fellow-tribesmen.”  This aspect of
the Gandhian philosophy as a reflection of his
humanism has <been subjected to criticism.
Critics attribute that he was expecting a very
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high sense of ideatism from every body who
wanted to be his follower.  In practice such an

tdeal manhood i impossible for the simple
reason ihil every one cannot be a Gandhi or
atl feast a serious follower of his principles.
Gandhip hinmeelt was aware of (his criticism

and he had the vealisation that to love huma-
nity is the one of the most diflicult of all self-
disciplinary activitics which ordinary individuals
mivht not be able to perform.  But, unlike the
other uwtopians, he suggested the  practical
methods which might lead the Satyagrahis to
reach the voal of international familyhood,
The place of Gandhiji in the context of the
20th century political globe was very dillicult
and complex. I was for one to be a nationa-
hist or 1o escape the resnonsibilily  of  all
political and social probicms.  But in case of
Gandhiji has did not ignore his responsibility
nor he confined himself to the national problems
alone.  iabe o erwinder he fought against the
evils those existed 1n India and extended his
idcas to the international planc.  This possi-
bility of joining national and intcrnational
issues must have been an impossibility for any
vaber mn exeept for Gandhi. His weapons
ol non-violence and satyagraha, his love for
man and animals and above all, his firm belief
that principles based on humanism alone will
show new path for the world and avoid conflicts
make him onc of the rarest saints of a unique
nature never found in the past and possible
will be never discovered in the future. Gandhian
humanism is one of the greatest contributions
that Gandhiji made to the present civilization.

Managerial and Administrative Training

for Industries
By
PROF. NITYANANDA SEN, M.A. (Com), B.M.T. (G.1)

THE mammoth expansion of economic activi-

ties in the country, particularly in the field
of commerce and industry, has of late, proved
the erstwhile management and administration of
industries as obsolete and calls for a radical
change so as to bring it exactly on—if not better
than—the modern lines in vogue in the indu-
strially advanced countries of the West. This
reorientation of administration and management
of industrial organisations in India, has posed as

onc of the serious problems of the day when
complexitics in business organisations are fast
increasing with the progressive risc in the tempo
of industrialisation both in the Public as well as
in the Private Sectors. In the modern industries,

there are problems of application of technolo-. -

gical and scientific techniques and innovations
to production, distribution, marketing, manage-
ment, administration, organisation, psycho-
analysis and experiments, research, training of
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labour and technicians and in maintaining the
efficiency of the plants and equipments, so as (o
derive maximum output at the lowest possible
cost and cconomy. Morcover, the managerial
personnel are required to look after the tu.sk of
organising the managerial and supervisory
functions of each department after acarelul and
exhaustive study of the plans, policics and pro-
'grammes as formulated by the Administration.
They arc also expected (o divide judiciously the
duties and responsibilities amongst the executives
and subordinates, regulate and maintain the
strict executive control over the organisatiox} as
a whole, approach every task in an organised
way, concentrate on individual improvement
through regular review of performance and
potential, maintain adequate and timely incen-
tives and rewards for increase in human efforts
with a view to achieving better accomplishment
and greater cconomy in peiformance. These
innumerable complexitics cannot be properly
tackled by ordinary personnel, but by men fully
trained and experiénced in Business Administra-
tion and Personnel Management.

In addition to the country’s existing and future
industrial organisations in both the Sectors and
in view of the adoption of the doctrine of
¢ socialist pattern of society ’ as the economic
policy of the country, all the big private and
personal business establishments (considered to

- be of national importance), would be gradually
converted into impersonal businesses, more or
less, in the status of ** Corporations” and would
become national propeérties as he had been the
case with some European countries and also in
America. It, therefore, seems that in course of
a few years, there would be hundreds of thou-
sands of such impersonal National Corporations
besides the present Statutory Corporations in
the state establishments and the natioralised
undertakings, which would require to be con-
trolled and managed by right type of trained
managerial personnel including experts and
technicians. )

On the other hand the Managing Agents,
though possess a long-standing experience in
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management and associated with the Indian
industrial set up for more than a few decades,
cannot, in the national interest, be allowed to
continuc for a considerable length of time and
will, therefore, have to be given a farewell
before long. '
And so, it is obvious that in course of the
next few years, there will be an enormous demand
for a large number of trained managerial per-
sonnel including technicians to cope with the
rapid growth of industrial expansion in the
country. But itis really a pity that very little
has so far been done by the authorities to take
this vital industrial problem by the forelock, on
which rests the success of the present and future
public undertakings. The present arrangement
for producing such a separate specialised cadre
of managerial personnel in India, is very narrow,
There are only a few Management Institutions
all over India for imparting the actual line of
training in this respect, but that too with limited
capacity. The training facility in these Institu-
tions is actually restricted to those who are
already in similar executive positions in reputa-
ble industrial organisations for a certain num-
ber of years. The intending executives are again
required to comply with the rigorous formalities
put forward by these Institutions in regard to
fees, age, qualifications, sponsorship, etc. It is
by way of an example that the name of the
Indian Institute of Social Welfare and Business
Management, Calcutta may be cited here, which.
has laid down that an intending trainee must be
an executive of a reputable industrial organisa-
tion with not less than three year’s standing
experience, he must be a Graduate, his applica-
tion must be sponsored by his employer and- that
the entire training cost must be borne by the
sponsoring employer for and on behalf of the
candidate, viz., Rs. 800/- as tuition fees for two
academic years and Rs. 400/- as examination °
fee. 1It, therefore, clearly transpires that it is
not merit or ability that counts for such a train-
ing—the weightage is for the ability to pay fee:
and sponsorship, etc., thereby baffling the very -
idea of such training. This existing facility is, !
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therefore, considered 1o be too inadequate to
meet the growie requirements of the country.

As agamst ithe above practice obtaining in
India, botly in Enoland and Amcrica lhcrckurc
innumerable recognised Munagement Institu-
tions with cither  separate fegal entity or
attached to almost all the Universities, l:l]ldCl‘
the stylc «“ College of Business Administration ™
which offer specialised higher tratning in the
trade with least possible formalities. To give a
comparative picture, @ lew lines from the
Bullctin of one of such Universitics in America,
viz., the Bulietin of the College of Business
Administration, University of Denver, US.A.,
are reproduced below, which will speak for
themsclves :

“The University of Denver offers a wide
variety of housing facilities for single under-
graduate and graduate men and women and
married students on the  University Park
Campus.... It affords financial aid to qualified
students in cvery way possible through a pro-
gram of scholarships, grants and  foaa.. ...
Many studenis 2ho finance part of the cost of
their education by part-time cmployment in
businesses in the Denver Metropolitan arca
itself and the University assists them in locating
part-time positions without any cost to the
students for such assistance. The Oflice of
Placements of the University will not only help
you (student) find a part-time job while you are
. a student, but will assist you in finding a suit-
able position after you graduate and are ready
to begin your life’s carcer.”  Fresh Graduates
and Under-Graduates from the Universities,
are admitted into this course, which lasts for 2
to 6 years, comprising both theoretical and
practical parts of the training. Candidates are
compulsorily required to go round the various
industrial organisations for a substantial por-
tion of this period, to get themsclves acquaihtcd
‘with the practical implication of the various
managerial problems. The students are also
invited to Seminars and Conferences held from
~ time to time under the auspices of the Univer-
sity College authorities, Government and
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Business community, {o discuss various pros
blems of industrics. They are also requived
towrite projects and theses on various subjects
including managerial and other problems of
mdustrics. Thus, the stadents, in addition to the
College cducation peta direet training from alt
these sources. On successtul conipletion of
this training they are awarded a Bachelor's or
a Master's Degree in Busniess Management and
Admiiistration or Personnel Munagement and
Admintstration, as the case may be.

Year after year, quitc a good of number of
brilliant and meritorious students come out of
the Universities in India, who do not find suit-
ablc occupations for the rest of their life, but
these students can be made good  business
Managers and Personnel cxperts if they are
gtven proper trainineg and education in the line.
Again most ol the  ambitious  youngmen,
desirous of having education and training in
the ficld of management for ultimate absorp-
fion in the husiness houses, can il afford the
farge expendnure towards the cost of passage,
maintenance and cducation abroad. On the
other hand to reccive the said training from
the toreign countries will mean dependence on
others apart from the question  of heavy
drainage on foreign cxchange.

It would, therefore, be worthwhile if a few
more Management Institutions were started in
diffcrent parts of the country under the
auspices of the State to impart training in
Business  and  Personnel  Management and
Administration to the intending business execu-
tives.as also other desirous and kecen pcople
highly educated in commercial lines, who can
be employed in both the Private and the
Public Scctor industries. The door to this
training should be open to all those who intend
to receive it and also mentally and psychologi-
cally fit for it. This should bc immediately
done to satisfy the needs of the industries in the
near future and for proper utilization of the
able man power of the country. Only to erect
a factory to turn it, may not be economical, as
it cannot stand the competition with the indus-
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trially advanced countries of the world, for it is
bound to suffer from inefficiency for want of
efficient managers. Now-a-days, most of the
owners of the big businessgs arc the Managers
and Directors, but ownership does not in any
case endow managcrial efficiency and experience
which has got to be learnt from experts in the
line. Besides, all the recognised Indian Univer-
sities should intredyce such a coursc of training
along with other subjects i Graduate and
Post-Graduate levels so as (o confer the Degree

in this subject just on the lines of the advaneed
countries of West, viz., B.S.B.A. (Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration) or' M.B.A.
(Master of Business Administration) or M.P.A.
(Master of Personne!l Administration), as the
case may bc. This will no doubt go a long
way in solving thc problems of management
and administration of Indian industries. The
existing Management Institutions should also be
suitably cxpanded so as to produce more
trained business administrators.

Where goes our National Income?

By
Prof. V. G. RAMAKRISHNA AIYER, M.A.

Committce has been appointed to ascer-

tain the extent to which the increases in
National Income on account of the first two
Five-Year Plans has resulted in thc concentra-
tion of wealth and has also benefitted the com-
mon people. This Committee 1s the outcome of
Prime Minister Nehru's suggestion to find out
where the additional income has flowed. What
we require for Planning is precise objective Qata
about changes in the distributive system since
the advent of planning. Now incidentally one
may ask why the data is required ?7—Is it for
fixing the targets for consumer goods or for
gauging the taxable capacity of the people of
different classes or for setting the pace anew
towards the shining ideal of reduction of ineq-
ualities of income ?

The terms of reference to the Committee sug-
gest that the mind of the authorities is equally
divided between the ideological putposes of re-
ducing inequalities of income and concentra-
tion of wealth and the more practical purposes
of increasing the standards of living of the com-
mon people. If we review the changes in
standards of living during the 1st and 2nd Plan

- that it will enable the Planning Commission to
" decide how far the end products of centralised
* Planning justifies the antecedent efforts.  Simi-

farly it would be a great help 1o the planners in
their future endeavours, if the Committee suc-
ceeds in ascertaining such statistical and econo-
mjc data as may be gathered at present to ascer-
tain the gaps in the existing information,

If the Committee’s labours are to be fruitful,
it should not merely dot the ‘i’s and cross the
‘t’s of the information already collected on the
subject and published by the C. S. O. (Central
Statistical Organisation) and N. S. S. (National
Sample Syrvey). What is required is not mere
diagnosis but prescriptions of practical sugges-
tions or remarks. The inquiry should be scien
tific, and not merey idealogical. For instance
an inquiry into the concentration of wealth is
idealogical than practical, and though interesting
may be reserved for inquiring more leisurely
at later time. What we want immediately to
know is how much national income has
increased, and how it is distributed during the
last 10 years. 7

It appears that the Committee to probe-the
national income distribution and levels of living
has already began its preliminary work by
asking the existing channels of stastistical infor-
mation as the C. S. 0., N. S. S. and the Reserve
Bank to furnish them with all available data.
Even before this Committee’s appointment,



14 THE INDIALS REVIEW

some rough studics of (ncome distribuiion has
been made by the C. SO0 which put ide by
side with the expenditure estiminies of thie NS~
and the suvings estimates cugquiry by the Reserve
Bank show somc results. 10 is foand  that
between 1952-53 and 1956-37, ilie percentaes
of population in the lower income aroups
recorded considurable ncrease. but this rise was
not steady. Some 307, of the popalation were
getting less than Rs. 200 a year during 1951-53.
The percentage of people havine income less
than Rs. 200 per year was 55 in 1953-54. 62 dur-
ing 1954-55 and 59 and 65 respectively during
1955-56 and 1956-57. On the other hand, the
percentage of people drawing more Rs. 500 a
year recorded a steady decline from § during
1952-53 to 5 in 195499 und 4.6 during 1956-57.
This decline of percentage in the higher income
groups and the increase of percentage income
group showed a regressive inconie distribution,
All these conclusions are not very reliable,
since the C. S. O. itself pointed and the limita-
tions under which they had worled.
was the N.S.S. (Nationa! Sample Survey)
datas and in thesc datas expenditurc per person
was prescented by per capita expenditure classes.

{i> Dases
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Avzin other receni stadies ol the distribution
ol tneomizte s beiyeen 1948-49 and 1954-55 show

Gt the nwmlad of aasessevs in the first bracket
up to f8l S.600 0 vear declined by 530 while
all other mconie vanees showed a steep tise for

camnple mcome brackets between Rs. 40.000
and Rs. 70000 and Rs. 150,000 10 Rs. 200,000

mereased by 397, cnd 14%) respectively ; while
<0 10,000 to Rs. 15,600 and Rs. 25000 (o
K 000 rose by as much as 65, and 55%

respectively. In fiact income distribution has
heen going on against income carners up to
Rs. 5,000 a year ; aserious diversion of resources
has been going on for the benefit of the upper
classes o worec e socated by the inequality
in distribution of incomes resulting from plan-
ned nvestment.  The upper class with its
cllecane Jomand (note for instance the con-
sumption of steel, coment, =ugar cte. by a small
section) is controiling the market forces toward
its own benefit.  With the growing tempo of
invedtment contemplated in the Third Plan. this
seetor will emerge as stll more powerful and
what is required is a curb on its activities for
the purposc of ensuring an equitable distribution
ol mcome.

..__O_

Education

in France

By

Prof. JACQUES POULIQUEN
{(Universite de Paris)

THE French sometimes appear sceptical, even
cynical, about matters which other nations
regard as solemn verities, but there is one thing
about which they are deadly serious : the edu-
cation of their children. They argue passiona-
tely about educational systems and methods.
To understand the present system of education
in France, we must make a short survey of the
past: for our conception of education, and
some of the problems on which the French are
still divided, can only be explained by history,

During the Middle Ages, cducation was the
task of the Romans Catholic ‘Church. The
University of Paris was meant to prepare the
students for the ecclesiastical profession. How-
ever, during the sixtcenth century, Rabelais and
Montaigne expressed in their writings one of
the most important ideas on which French edu-
cation has been based ever since : It is better
to have a well-shaped than a crammed mind’,
Montaigne used'to say, thus advocating a civi
lized enjoyment of life.

JANUARY 1961 [ EDUCATION

IN FRANCE 15

In the seventeenth century, this conception of
a general culture becamc absolutely inseparable
from the idea ofthe < honnete homme’, Who
was the French counterpart of the Britith * gen-
tleman.” The honnete homme was formed in the
Jesuit colleges, and the young gentlewomen at
Madame de Maintenon's establishment : and,
if, among other pupils, we can name Descartes
and Moliere, and even Voliaire, one of th.c best
examples can be shown i the ;)er§ona!lty of
Fenclon, who was known to have given in one
day a popular lecture on astronomy in lh.c park
of St. Cloud, then discussed theology with bis-
hops, and, later on in the evening, read and
discussed poctry with heaux and belles.

The eighteenth century advocaicd more atten-
tion to the sciences and technology, a more em-
pirical attitude, and a closer conformity to
nature, through the influence of Rousseau,
However, when the Revolution broke f”‘" there
was no organized system of education in France
and half of the men and three-fourths of the
women were still illiterate.

In 1791, the Revolutionary National Assem-
bly proclaimed the principle of free .education,
compulsory and common for all clulfiren, l?ut
this vote was more a wish than a reality owing
to financial difficultics and a lack of qualified
teachers. In fact, primary education became
free and compulsory in 1882.

Meantime Napoleon had endowed France
.with an educational structure which has r§mai-
ned practically the same ever sinc;. Bemg a
strong partisan of centralization, h{s educath-
nal system was accordingly characterized by uni-
formity and concentration. He created a body
of civil servants which, under the name of the
Imperial University, was given the monOpol.y
of education in France. At the head of this
body was a ¢ Great Master ’ assisted by a b.oard’
of councillors. This ‘education committee
Had the responsibility of fixing the syllabi, the
text books, and the time-tables which had to be

‘the same all over France. He then divided the
_country into seventeen regional academies, and
;at the head of each of them he placed a rector

assisted by academy inspectors who had to
supervise the administration and teaching met-
ods in their own zones. Moreover, general
inspectors, highly specialized in one subject,
started to tour Francec in order to control the
quality of the teaching in their particular fields
and to unify the methods by issuing, for instance,
‘General instructions for the teaching of mod-
ern languages or sciences’,

This system is still in use today, with the re-
sult that education in France is perfectly unified.
A boy may be transferred from the north
of France to the south without having any diffi-
culty ; he will find the same books and same
methods in his new school. Moreover, the
examinations are the same all over the country,
and on those gloomly days thousands of boys
and girls all over France are pondering on the
samc question papers on the same day and at
the same hour.

Anotiier legacy from Napoleon is the strong
discipline which prevails in French schools.
Self-discipline and prefects are unknown to our
pupils who arc always under the supervision of
under-masters—generally impecunious students
who have the right to punish the misbehaving
pupils by impositions and detentions but not by
corporal punishment, which is strictly prohibi-
ted in France. In case of serious offences, the
pupils are judged by a disciplinary council
which can expel them from the school.

Another characteristic of our French system
of education is the competitive spirit which is
prevalent among pupils and students. This may
appear to run counter to the idea of ‘ a general
culture’ meant to provide an adequate basis
for any career, and to a certain extent we-must
agree that it does do so. Nevertheless, this
competitive race starts during the primary years,
with written tests every week and graded tests
every month, and continues throughout the
secondary school classes with important tests
and grades every three months. In the mean-
time, the pupils have to write at least one writ-.
ten preparation every week on every subject,

and they get marks for these as well as for les-
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sons. A report is senl to (he parents at leas
every month, and parents arc known to (ake the
matter so seriously that a bad report means @
mosl unpleasant time for the child! This com-
petitive spirit reaches iis climax in the Concours
Genceral, the gencral competition in one specific
subject amongst the best students in France.,
Every year, the lawrears aie given their prizes
by the President of the Republic himself at a
formal ceremony at the Sorbanne.

The less gifted pupils also have a very bad
time in the last Tew months prior o the school
-leaving examinations. They sit up late at night,
cramming their heads with dates, and figures,
contrary to the British system. For instance.
the candidates arc obliged o write a paper on
every subject-—literature, mathematics, physics,
chemistry, and modern languages—and to sub-
mit to an oral test in the same subjects as well,
The competition gets even harder at the univer-
sity level.  Most of the Grandes Ecoles (higher
professional schools) or, for example. (1. Paly-
technique, Centrale, Mines, and Supelee, recruit
their students by a very stiff competitive cxami-
nation which needs, somctimes, two or three
years of preparation. For example, out of
4,353 candidates who took the C.A.P.L.S. exami-
nation for secondary school-teacher posts in
1954, only 629 were successful. Some of these
written examinations at times call for essays
which require seven hours to write and neces-
sitate great culture, rigorous working-methods,
and considerable physical endurance.

The interview:system, such as exists in the
United Kingdom, is almost unknown in France,
certainly in the civil service, where the gradu-
ates are appointed to a job and to a town
according to their rank in the fin
examination.

With such a hard life, French students and
undel:graduates need long holidays. The school
year is thus divided into three terms.
begin in the middle of September ; they are
closeq for a ten-day vacation at Christmas, a
fort'mght at Easter-time and three full months
during the summer. About half of the pupils

al competitive

Classes
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are boardersin fyeles or high schools, and the
e of the university students is ndloriously
hard. exeopt for the lucky few who are given
accommadition at the Gite Universitaire, There
is hittle oi the campus Tife o characteristic of
Amcerican colleves, and no college tife fike that
of Oxford or ©cobividee. Most of the under«
eraduates come to e g ersity to attend the
fecturess and return afterwards to cither full-
Linie or past-time jobs.

Since the last war there has been a peneral
feching that the French system of education
should be reorpanised.  France has been called
an tellectnid™s pavadise. but the excessive
academic requirements have been criticized as
placing unreasonable strain upon the teachers
and sindents. Moreover, though secondary
cducation was mweant for evervone <howing
intellectual ability, it has become obvious that
itis, more or fess. a middle class system owing
fo peapravhic and economic factors and to
tamily traditions as well.” Most of the children
of farmers or workmen are put into apprentice-
ships as soon as they get their certificate of
primary studics at the age of fourteen, whilst at
eleven years of age, the children of clerks and
state officials usually start their seccondary studies
ina high school. Statistics have proved that
only two out of ten children from the working
classes go to the university as against nine out
of ten from the professiona! clysses,

Whatever the reason, this fact is serious
enough to have been taken into consideration,
and drastic reforms have been suggested by a
commission, presided aver by the Rector of the
Universily of Paris.  The general principles on
which the plan rests may be defined as follows

(a) The first imperative necessity is to extend
the school-leaving age from fourteen to sixteen
years of age. This step is a moderate one.
Swiss, American, and Russian children receive

compulsory education up to the age of seven-
teen.

(b) Education should be divided into three
grades:

EDUCATION
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(1) from six to eleven years ; elementﬂary
course, same programme in all sc.hoola‘.

(ii) from eleven to thirteen years ; orlcq(atlon

" course common to all French chxldrcg,

including obligatory teaching in handi-
crafts, and trial lessons in Latin, mod'f:rn
languages, mathematics a'nd technical
subjects which would help in the sc?cond
year to show the aptituda of cach child.

(iii) above thirteen years: at the e}1d of the

" orientation course, the pupils would
specialize according to their abilities. The
very weak ones would preparc \‘ncn‘\sc.lvcs
within three years to become specialized
workers in professional institutes. The
others would enter cither the cadre of
secondary schooling or technical training,
the latter presenting many choiges.

The years of schooling would continue u(p to
the age of sivteen yours for saes-givls, har-
dressers, and shop-assistants, for example; and
up to the age of eighteen years gnd beyond, for
secretaries, technicians, and enginecrs.

The study of languages and literat.urc would
be given more importance in teFllnxcal educa-
tion, and likewise, technical subjects would be
given a much larger place in sccondary cduca-
tion. Higher education would hardly be
subjected to any change under the new project,
except to decentralization all over F ran'cc.

Of course, there is no lack of criticism and

~ objection to this plan to say nothing about the

difficulties to its actual achievement. The first
criticism expressed concerns secondary educa-

.tion. It has been written that this would be

harmed by the removal of two fundamental
years, the fifth and sixth. There has.been
objection also on the points that the teachn.xg of
Latin would be neglected, and that gifted
students would waste their time in the classes of
orientation. Criticisms have also been raised
on the point that enormous responsibility would
be assumed by the selection committee.

The first two objections appéar to be hardly
justiﬁed,? in particular the one in connection
with the teaching of Latin in our traditional
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system ; this subject having been taught frqm a
very tender age. The objection that the glfted
students would be wasting their time in orien-
tation classes may have more seriocus value, but
every experienced teacher is able to state that
today. in the fifth and sixth years, there are
many students who slow down in the progress
of their best subjects. A good student would
not. therefore, be more handicapped under the
new system than he is under the system as
applied today. ‘

The most delicate part of the project would
undoubtedly be the formation of the selection
committees and the power delegated to them.
It should be immediately emphasized
that the selection committees would be in fact
< councils of orientation’; they wonld be com-
prised of professors, heads of concerr.ls,.and
representatives from parents’ associations.
Thus, it may be possible 1o avoid aibitrary
decisions or favouritism. The final decision -
would rest with the parents who would be able
to choose the orientation which they want their
children to have, acting with full knowledge and
responsibility.

The organization of this new educational
system, before it is put into _operatnon, wou!d
necessitate the implementation of a certain
number of financial and material measures,
The first necessary step would be the decen-
tralization of secondary education, confined
today within three or four towns of a sub-
division. For example, it would be necessary
to organize free school-bus services for stu-
dents. This system has been highly successful
in the United States, Switzerland, Vietnam, and
other countries, and there is no reason whatso-
ever, why it should not function in the same
satisfactory manner in France. Similarly, it
would be necessary to reorganize the chain of )
school canteens. These canteens exist already
in most of the first and second degree institu-
tions. It would suffice to modernize them. A~
m of scholarships .
be necessary. .
educational
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The second part is aserics of oral tests,

given
before a panel composed of an inf;pcctor-écnc-
ral, a professor of the faculty, a projessenr
agrege, and a protussor of the sccondary Ucduczh
tion deparvumens,

The candidates suctessfut in the first part of
the test, are divected 10 o regional training
(fentrc. They  veceive theoretical inxlruclim;
mterspersed with courses in dificrent fcees cucI;
student-teacher having o tcachcr-bouncilbr
The candidate has (o sit somciimes at the back.

of the class, and draw up a critical report on the

course while hic has attended, in this he wiil in
turn be aided by the criticisms and advice of his
own councillor.

It is not beside the point to note that during
the ﬁn.al year, the studeni-teacher will be already
recewmg an allowance.  Attendance at these

. co'ursc;s 18 sanctioned by another competition
this time purely practical. Before the mcm:
bers of a panel the candidate must take classes
of pupils of various age groups. 1If the result is
nc.)t considered to be good enough, the ¢ e
vall have to commence o 1oy year of cour-ses ;
if he is judged to be capable, the panel wili
actcord him the degree of ceriified teacher. and
w%ll permit him to sign a five-year con,tract
with the National Education Service, which
reserves the right to assign new teacher;.

A parallel competition known under the title
of “ Capet’ has been instituted for the recruit.
ment of teachers for technical instruction.
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By the institution ot these competitions the
Urench wiversities are now able to have a
teaching cadyc on o professorial level qualified
coough to allow the pursuit of educational
reforms. And now it has been possible to start
experimenming with the reforms on the pupils
themselves. 1o certain pilot Ipcees, new classes
lave been cstablished allowing for the study of
the conduct of the pupii~ durine the orientation
peviod.  The results obtained have becn encou-
raging. Undcr the heading of experimentation,
this year the entrance examination for the sixth
grade has been stopped and, unhappily, a icnla-
tive reform of the haccalaureat has been under-
taken.

It is undeniable that from the light of actual
experience certain parts of the project should
be titnlly wodified and revised. [t is no less
certain that the French Government has decided
to follow up these expericnces to the end. The
orientation course is starting now. In 1964, it
is expected 1o promuleate the Act which will
maie school attendance compalsory up (o the
age of sixteen years, and it is hoped that towards
1970, France will have become endowed with
an cducational system completely adapted to the
realities and nceds of the modern world, and
which will allow it to keep a place in the world
of science, technology, and letters, that will be
be the envy of other nations. ‘

(Address delivered at the Ramakrishna Migsidn Insti-
tution of Science, Calcutta.)

.._.O__

‘Significance of Kennedy's Presiden’cy.

By
“ ARGUS "

THE inauguration of Mr. John F. Kennedy to

the Presidency of the United States on
g Januar‘y 20, 1961 reminds a student of history
~ofa similar function exactly a hundred years
ago, when Abraham Lincoln took his oath of
~office.  While Mr. Kennedy’s inauguration was
g m'arked by intense drama, pomp and ceremonys
; -~ Lincoln took his oath of office early in 1861 at

a function remarkable for its stern' note of
austerity. Even as Lincoln was driving along
in a coach, he was so hemmed in by soldiers
that hardly a bystander saw him pass and
sharpshoqters were placed on the Capitol roof
on the lookout for trouble. This year, however,
the inauguration day in Ametica was one of the
most celebrated in history, noted for all its

"
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traditions, parades and festivities. Political
party lines were relaxed and the tensions of Fhe
election campaign were forgotten as the nation
acclaimed the Chief Executive, chosen.in Novem-
ber last year by the American voters. Washington
was a crowded city in a holiday mood, to which
visitors in millions had poured in by train, plane
and automobilc from all parts of the country.
Events making up the inauguration day have
greatly develaped. sincc 1789 when the first
President, George Washington, started the
custom of the inaugural address. He was sworn
in to the office on April 30, 1789, in New York
City. The first inauguration to take place in
Washington was that of Thomas Jefferson, who
rode along from his home in Manticelle,
Virginia, to the federal city, ari iving there on
March 4, 1801, in time to walk with a party of
friends from his boarding house to the Capitol.
Not until 1897, at President William MceKinley’s
inaugwiation was there a change n the custom
of having the Senate Committee arrange for the
ceremony. President Coolidge’s inauguration
in 1923 was the first to be heard over the radio
and Hoover’s inaugural specch in 1929 was the
first to be broadcast around the world on an
international radio hook-up. President Franklin
Roosevelt made history by reading the inaugural
oath of office four times successively in 1933,
1937, 1941 and 1945. His second inauguration
in 1937 was the first to be held on January 20.

" The 20th amendment to the U. S. Constitution

provides for this change which shortened thfa
period between the time of election of the Presi-
dent and Members of Congress and the time to

" assume office.

Although the Presidential election comes once
in four years, this year’s event was historic in

" more than one sense, drawing comparisons with

Lincoln’s. While Lincoln rose from the log
cabin to the White House in 1861, Mr. Kennedy,
born with a silver spoon—nay a diamond one—
in his mouth, bought the Presidency, in the

“»language of a Time columnist, by his Papa’s

millions. There are strong resemblances, to0,

“with Lincoln, for, like him, he won the election

.

by a very narrow majority ; as also Truman in
1948. According to the final count. Mr.
Kennedy had secured 34,130,719 votes (49.753
per cent) as against his rival’s 33,955,913
(49.496 per cent) votes. 1t is unlikely, however,
that this hair-thin margin of votes, with the
majority of only a quarter per cent, will make
much of a difference in the way of the govern-
ance of the country by the President, as the
doctrine of the mandate is a dubious one in any .
country. What matters is winning the game,
not the margin.

Further, party differences have long ceased to
have any reasonable validity in America unlike
in other countries. For ithas to be remembered
that the founding fathers, in all their wisdom,
saw no need for political parties and made no
provision for them. Butthe parties—Republican
and Democrat—came up as a natural develop-
ment as anything also in society. They do not,
however, serve the purpose of being citadels of -
a conflicting dogma, policy or principle, as do
the Conservative and Labour parties in Britain.
Being as colourless as the Blue Faction and the
Green Faction in ancient Byzantium, they ser-
ved as a device for alternate Governments,
which is after all what distinguishes democracy
from dictatorship.

All newspapers were swift to point out that
Mr. Kennedy is the youngest President to take
office and the first President to be born in the
Twentieth century. Stanley Baldwin, ex-British
Premier, is reported to have once ruefully ob- .
served : “Half the mistakes from 1918 on have
been the work of tired men,” This seems to be
true of the United States of forties and fifties .~
when Roosevelt in 1944 and Eisenhower in 1956 .,
despite their ill-health, stood for another term .
and thus lost much of their stature and reputa- .
tion. If Roosevelt had a Yalta to forget, Eisen-
hower had much to regret for his Parisand U2
fiascos. "

Now America hasa youngman, who, at 43
could be the son of any of world’s major age« ¢
ing leaders and this could well mark, in the

i

worlds of the Daily Telegraph, “‘a turning point -
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towards an cra fuil of perif, but slo of grem
promise.”  Another mportani factor in this
year’s event is that Mr. Kenpedy is the first
Roman Catholic to be clecied President of a
nation, thus rejecting the long-establishied edicts
of prejudice and Ligotry, which somchow gt
rooted in the United States —a iand oi complete
freedom audt wppariunity. But it isa land of
paradoxes, 100. For, duspitc its widespread
education, universal suffrage, fabulous wealth
and high standurds of Tiviao, the ereat hopes of
those pioncers who fought for them have not
yet been fulfilled. Nowhere is there so much
mediocrity in politics and banality in culture.
But that is the high price that democracy has
to pay for being ever suspicious of high stand-
ards, esoteric cults or lite tastes.

The old continents, Europe and Asia, arc
usually assailed for preserving age-long tradi-
tions of privilege, prerogatives and preserips
tive rights ; but it is usually forgotten that they
keep alive the valuable standards of the cultn-
red elite often missing in the Anvovicny wity ol
life. “Privilege™, as Thonas Griflith points
out in “The Waist-High Culture””, “ was often
selfishness secured, but it is best felt as an urge
to uphold character and to acknowledge respon-
sibility. Democracy of cquals has not yet lear-
ned how to prize quality and distinguish merit.,’
Thus has there been always a suspicion in this
new world of the intelligentsia, vulgarly called
the “egg-heads’, which is evidently the reason
why such a man of high I.Q. as Adlai Stevenson
was twice rejected by the nation. With his in-
tellectual serenity and oratorical- resonance,
Stevenson was a man who agonised on the dete-
riorating quality of American life and who spa-
red no pains in revitalising the Democratic par-
ty by bringing it in line with the demands of
-the post-war world.

Growing to political maturity in Stevenson’s
shadow, Mr. Kennedy soon became a Very arti-
culate and well-informed Senator. Quite alive
to the changes growing all round the world,
particularly to the resurgence of nationalism in
Asia and Africa and the emergence of Soviet
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Russia fiom Stalims! stagnation, Mr. Kennedy
brought a fresh appeal to the nation and his
victory. therefore, introduced a new impetus by
putting an end o the rumbuctious Anierican
political teread. s fesuguration is hailed as
“aretura to the polivies of Franklin D. Roose-
velt” and us the Spectator editorialised “Ameri-
ca under the Kennedy administration is going
to be an exciting place.  Furope will need mon-
hey vlnds to keep up.”  This marks the end
of an cra, for Amcrica has all of a sudden
grown o solemn under the increasing burden
of its international respoasibilives that it has
no longer aay room for its own *“ internal poli-
trcal boooo nd B bcies T One s here
reminded of what Walter Bagehot wrote when,
nearly a century ago, Palmerston and Derby
cave wiy to Gladstone and Disracli-the products
of a new apge. He sieud, - There has been a
change of the sort which, above ali, generates
other changes-a change of generation. Kennedy,
a product of this century, is thus a symbol of
atk ehange, bul i i worth while to enquire
how all this change came about.”

Just as the Civil War marked a turning point
i the development of the United  States,
the emcrgence of thirty new free nations in
Africa naturally is an historic development
which has not failed to leave its definite impress
on the pattern of international relations. . Just
as the central issue of the Civil War was Negro
slavery and the integration of America as a
single nation, the main theme facing Mr.
Kennedy seems to be a better appreciation of
Afro-Asian problems towards the integration of
world unity. His courage and dynamism has
naturally endearcd him to millions outside
America, as is evident from world press
reactions. 1t is stated that no U.S, President,
not even Franklin Roosevelt, had such a favou-
rable Press. Not only Mr. Kennedy’s language
is different, but his emphasis too, as is evident
from this statement :

“ We must, in collaboration with Western

Europe and Japan, greatly increase the flow

of capital to the under-developed areas of

-
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B Asia, Africa and Latin® America, enabling
emerging nations to achieve economic as well
as political independence—and closing the
dangerous gap that is now widening between
our living standards and theirs.”

Here he is talking not of military consolidation
or even of an armed Communist threat, but is
more concerned with the economic baitle that

-the people all over the world are faced with.
In this context, it i. noteworthy that Mr.

Kennedy’s first cabinet appointment was the
Assistant Secretary for African Affairs, to
which he nominated the Governor of Michi-
gan “Mennon Williams). This post, as he
declared, was an appointment second in impor-
tance to no other in the administration. It is
significant that the President looks on Africa as
the greatest of problems in the coming months
and he seems determined to chalk-out a veaso-
nable and consisicnt approach from Cape Town
to Cairo that does not vary with country or
season and is tailored to meet the basic aspira-
tions of the emergent nations, which are indced

" the wave of the future.

A major point which Mr. Kennedy has taken
care to keep ever in view in Africa is to build a
foreign policy which would give up the old
cliches and simple equations, so long prevalent,
namely, that democracy.is good, totalitarianism
is bad ; free enterprise is good, socialism is
suspect ; two-party States are the most civili-
zed ; more than two parties is good, but fewer
is bad, etc., etc. These formulae, however
suitable in the highly developed nations of

.Butope, are completely out of date in Africa,

which has its own traditions and aspirations, to
recognise which one has to go back in history

“to the Burope of 200 years ago. For instance,

" an African chief is not a hereditary despot, but

“he rules only with the consent of his people.

" Although he is not elected and therefore cannot

be voted out of office, he can be deposed some-

- times by his hut being burnt down. This may

"ot fall into the normal democratic pattern but

¢ none-the-less it agrees with what Roussegu

"called the Common Will. Whether it is Sekou

_World War. Bat this high positien was soon

Toure of Guinea, Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa of Nigeria, Nkrumah of Ghana, Tubman
of Liberia, Jomo Kenyatta or Julius Nyerere of
Tanganyka, is the head of a one-party State
without any serious internal opposition. Mr.
Kennedy secems willing to come to terms with
these so-called < undemocratic ” democracies,
refusing to be tied down to strict bookist tradi-
tions of the West. He fecls strongly, as is
evident from his statement on Algeria and
other allied subjects, found in his Strategy of
Peagce that it is high time that the Western
nations began to realise that the future of
Africa lies with the Africans; for colonial
empire is dead and exploitation of the natives
is dying. :

Something must be done to lesson the ten-
sions in Africa, aud America should try to free
herself from the ties of her European allies,
who are branded in Africa with the tar of
colomialism. The New York Herald Tribune
remarks :

“ The United States has .done nothing in
the African view to lesson the tensions. "It
does not want to interfere. On the contrary
in Algeria—where the sympathies of most
African nationalist leaders are with the
Arabs—it is closcly allied to France and
agrees with the UN that the rebellion is an
internal French matter. When the UN com-
.plains because the Belgians are flooding back
into the Congo (which they deserted at the
first sign of trouble), the US back Belgians,
its NATO ally. Africans do not like Bel
gians.” .
Going back again to Lincoln’s days, the

years following the Civil War marked the
beginning of an industrial revolution, a period
that Soviet Russia in just going through, namely,
the setting up of the base for an industrial
society. During the past century, America
has forged ahead in all fields, industrial,
scientific and cultural ; till at last she became
“to hold the enviable position of undeniable
world leadership at the end of the Second

X
o
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assailed by the revival of Sovicl dynamism and
America could not adapt herself fully and
speedily to the varicus outside challenges.
“Although a highly afiluent socicty, the nation
presented a spectacle of & leisure-loving gence-
ration in danger of becoring a mediocre Holly-
wood fable. But the period of rolaxation is
now over and Mr. Kennedy's role in the com-
ing years is to change this image and (o restore
the excitement of the idea of America as a
vibrant nation, ready to mect her international
obligations and play her traditional role as a
friend of the weak rather than as a leader of an
armed coalition.

The last 30 years have been full of activity in
the United States; for the gencration of the
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thirties led by Franklin D. Roosevelt wa:ss
united i the great war against depression
whicli snon took the country to the fortics when
the nation was organised for the war against
Hitlerism. Then came the unleashing of indivi-
dual pursuit of comfort and leisure with the
Government  playing  the watching role of
merely manning the fevers of currency and
credit. If this period of relaaation is compared
to s oichestra playing all at once but with no
particulor mclody, the brasses only dominating,

is not high time, one wonders, that the nation
abandons its fiddlcs and commences the earnest
task of orchestration once asain under the new

era vouchsaied by mauguration of the young
President Kennedy.

.___o__.
Life and Work of Tolstoy

By
Sri DL ANIANEYULU

MONG the Russian writers naturalised in
the Republic of World lctters, Leo Tols-
toy stands like a veritable Titan. Two at least
of his works rank among the great masterpieces
of fiction in any language. He was, however,
no mere writer in a conventional sense whose
novels had earned a high place in the affections
of readers of all nations and languages. He was
indeed a many-sided genius whose ideas on the
~ fundamental problems of life have had an abid-
ing influence on lovers of peace, frecdom and
social justice, wherever they might be. He is
perhaps the most significant of the thinkers of
the latter half of the 19th Century in bringing
art nearer to life, in tearing asunder the mask
religious dogma from the clear face of truth and
in striving to free social values from the incubus
of private property and the golden shackles of
family prosperity.

Count Leo Nikolaeivich Tolstoy belonged to
an old Russian family «(of German origin) of
landed aristocrats. He was born on 9th Sep-
tember 1828 in the ancestral countryhouse at

Yasnaya Polyana in the Province of Tula.
Apari from a keen observation and a sensitive
nature, his childhood does not scem to have
been otherwise remarkable.  Aficr yearly edu-

cation at home, he entered the Kazan Univer-

sity where he did not make any impression ex- -
cept for his desultory reading and unorthodox
views.  Like other men of his class, he joined
the Petersburg University and passed some ¢xa-
minations. As a volunteer, he went on an expe-

dition to the Caucusus where he had occasion

to live with the Cossacks. He then nbtained a

commission and had & bricl spell in the army

While with the garrison at Sevastopol, he was
able to action at first hand in the Crimean War

and his experiences herc are incorporated in
the ‘Letters from Sevastapol’, one of his earlj-
est works to attract attention. His ‘childhood’
‘quhood’ and ‘Youth’, works of autobiogra:ﬁ‘
phical fiction, throw light on his )
while the beautiful story entitled ‘The Cossacks’

is inspired by an affair with a lusty girl of that
race,

early years,
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A highstrung youth conscious of his want of
good looks, Tolstoy was passionate by temp-
rament and unorthodox by inclination. In his
adolescent period he used to swing like a pen-
dulum from vigorous bouts of physical activity
to deep spells of melancholy abstraction. One
of his earliest idols was the French iconoclast
Jean Jacques Rousseau whose emphasis on a
spontaneous life according to the Jaws of nat-
ure appealed to him inicasely. His army career
was useful (0 him in setting his feet firmly on
the road to authorship. He was soon hailed
as a promising writer by the literary cucle at
Petersburg led by Turgenev (whose conventio-
nal outlook on life, however, left him cold),
and lionised in high society. But this was not
enough to satisfy him. Between the ages of 25
and 35 he was engaged in running a school of
his own for peasant children at Yasnaya Polya-
na, conducting a Jonrnal Toroseachers Kiown
as ‘Yasnaya Polyana’ and in visits to forcign
countries like Germany, France, Britain and
Switzerland. German, French and English
were three of the languages he knew well, out-
side his own. He wrote ‘The Landlord’s Mox-
ning’ and ‘Three Deaths’ (referring to the end

“of an old lady, an old horse and old tree) in this

period. A
Tolstoy’s marriage in 1862 marks a turning
a point in his literary carecr as well as in his
domestic life. He was 34, experienced and
still hot-blooded, while his wife Sofya Andreye-
vna Behrs (the daughter of a fashionable Mos-
cow Physician) was a dclicate girl of 18, artis-
tic and sentimental, with a hard core of shrewd-
ness and calculation belied by a pair of wide,
black eyes that spoke of an innocence unspoilt

The first few years of their marriage were an

unbroken idyll of family happiness. One of his
two greatest works of fiction ‘War and Peace
was begun in 1863 and finished two years later.
It was a bold departure not only from other
novels, but his own earlier works and estab-
lished his place in Russian literature. The
family was growing fast and inspite of her

immense help to her husband in deciphering his
manuscripts and copying them for the press and
in looking after the sundry mechanics of the
publishing trade. Minor pieceslike ¢ A Prisoner
in the Caucasus,” ¢ God sees the Truth,” < ABC
Book’ and “On Popular Education were
published in the interregnum before he started
on his other great work. °Anna Karenina’
saw the light of day between the years, 1874 and
1876. It brought him a great fortune besides
putting the coping stone on his fame as a
novelist.

While he seemed to have, at this stage, every-
thing a man could want in this life—a loving
wife, a larsec family and all the good things of
life, in addition to literary success, the sensitive
naturc of Tolstoy felt a sort of rift in the lute
bencath the apparent harmony of his worldly
existence. The grinding poverty and man-made
sulfering of the serfs around him had all along
bosi to him an ugly reminder of the iniquity
that made his luxury possible. He had, in
theory, been reconciled to a much simpler
mode of living for himself at least, and was ina
kind of uneasy truce with the lavishness of the
family tradition. But now began with him an
unending quest for a religious justification of
his life, side by side with a preoccupation with
the mystery of death. The stirrings of his
conscience arc faithfully reflected in some of
the powerful works of this period like ¢ Con-
fession ’ (in some ways moving like St. Augu-
stine’s ¢ Confessions’,) ‘ The Death of Ivan
Ilyich * and ‘ The Memoirs of a Madman.” His
wife and most of the family had little sympathy
with this trend in the development of his perso-’
nality. The Countess,- who bore him thirteen:
children and loved him with a fierce possessive-
ness and jealousy, typical of a tigress, was
positively hostile to his philosophic proclivities
which threatened to upset the apple cart of
family security. She fought him tooth and nail
and not much peace of mind was left to him till
the day of his death.- CT

This inner conversion went hand in hand with

increasing responsibilities, the Countess was of a corresponding change in his outer mode of

4
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life. He began to dress like a peasant (in broad his life at a place (;n which beat the glare, o_f
felt shoe and a rough shcep-skin jacket) and to publicity for a time. The while he thought he
eschew meat. drink and tobecco. His attimde was travelling incognito he was the centre of

to art underwent a similar change, clucidated the world®s altention, not 10 speak of the secret
in his impassioned discussion entitled * What i agents of 1he State,  He saw himself excommu-
Art?* “What T believe,” and ather essays on nicated by (e Orthodox Chuich for trying to
life and religion reveal the extent of his dissat-- carry @ cross that promised too big for its
faction with orthodox religion and (i fines on portals.  And the message he preached of non-
which he sought to evolve a new one. There sl finge was sought to be practised in the far
was a distinct chanpee v his literary style also corners of the world outside the land of his
which began to be divested of all that I consi- Dis th. Phe colonies and societics dtarted in his
dered merely superficial embeliishments, Some name disintegrated under his very eyes, while
of his later storics arc examples of this severcly the essence of his message lives and fulfils
chaste, narrative technique. In Resurrection.” itself in wars andveumt af by him,

a long novel of this stage, depicting hus latter-
day ideas, he, however, returned o the older
method of elaborate detail.

Tolstoy’s new faith began to take a social
colouring and the family conflict ook on g
keener edge with the entry into the scene of o
disciple by name V. G. Chertkov, the most
uncompromising of Tolstovans, The copyright

I wouid, however, be a perversion of facts
to treat him as only a political philosopher or a
social refoemer. Hle was perhaps more of an
original thinker who challenged the accepted
canons of Christian faith by going back to the
gnspels of Christ. He accepted the truth of
the gospels not because he believed in the

- i o divinity of Jesus but because it coincided with
onthe later works of Tolstoy as well as the yhe ligilu of the human conscience. He laid

possession of his diaries became th i - :
of contention between husband amti3 m};‘“ b%f:t e Maore by the philasophy of the Sermon on
‘ Wite. The e Mount from which the Indian Mahatma

Countess ing i i : y
her demaxﬁlass ﬁg?:l;ill(?grecti;lbly lx:ieurotnf: and grew similar inspiration.  His religion was
intolerable. So in Noverﬁb 61810 r;:anls'hfe essentially anthropocentric and the sacredness
home at the age of 83 to livee; life of :, aYes of the human individual and his soul was an
far from the maddi ) 1'e of IS own, article of faith with him. He did not believe
1d mth ¢ madding family crowd. He catches that anyone had a monopoly of Truth, not even
coid on the wa i i : >
1 wayside stati):)r‘lmathisv::;torgon](i];;:nlc"lu(li;?: " Christ. The Buddha, Mohammed and other
20th November 1910, Though the Czaris]: prophets were cqually great in his cyes. What
Government of the day took all measures in its heeW;netfhd ;vas ;hle spread of happfllqss t!lrougl;
power to prevent anything like a nationg] oC ot love and the elimination o

mourning, fearing a mass upsurge on the occa. greed, passion and anger in the affairs of men.

sion, the peasants of Yasnaya Polyana mustered It his Christianity was cthical, his anarchy
in their sorrow for the burial of a man they Was all-comprehensive and impartial. While
loved as one of their own. It was a quite, he denounced all forms of autocracy, he had
simple burial, for Tolstoy believed in no funeral his own fears of revolutionary activity which
services or tombstones. He lies in a shaded ™Might strengthen the forces of hatred and
knoll dear to himself and his.brothers in child. Violenge in the process of destr oying what itz
hood. , considered politically oppressive and econos-
There is perhaps a tragic irony of fate in the Mically unjust. - :
ast days of Tolstoy when, in search of a tran-

ilti Tolstoy was i i . .
puillity he sought in vain at home, he had to end pi y no liberal-minded puritan, in- -

te of his latter day obsession with the moral

% Of about thirty five sessions, each 1
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Even his condemnation what makes ’Nat_ashe_l linger in our he;llrts and
supposedly Anna Karenina l{v«el in our r??:l?gxzsi&;l;re ;?rilgi:
i sleg: i e of the backdrop is large as i
o ey g an?ﬁ::l;dgig;:::ti}cnmw;(i)tctnt's. great novels. Against the background of
s an rtist than a moralist’ Russian society, and in the context of European
He s o e ?’Il ad <« Anna Karenina > history, is told the story of man’s et.ernal loves
" War i P_eace o 1t reached in the and passions, struggles and survivals. T he
e e e realistic novel. adequacy of the verbal pattern to the 11\'1-ng
A tion, he began reality is achieved by a narrative and descrip-
Rus’sian novel. tive alchemy peculiar to T‘olstoy. < dominant i
ite hi decessors were content with des- If the gospel _of non-resmFance is o.mu;?.

w‘h"le n P, it w left to him to lay bare his direct teachings, a knowing critic like rmcS
cnbmg’ aCth}h ltf wgst eaction He was more Kropotkin, would look upon “ V\./ar' and Peace
e ool with. hy h ch:luacters do than as a scathing indictment of war in its own way.
cgncemed N WhyThl'ss transforms them so As a creative artist, or as Critic of life, or as
w{th . lth%a‘tiot.he re;der looks upon them the preacher of a new faith, Tolstgy hai1 ﬂ}]‘;
;mra:su':ﬁgssiadowy characters in a novel than same message of peace on earth and goodwi
ess

as men and women in flesh and blood. This is among men.

—Q—

values in literature. (
of Shakespeare’s plays for their

mark
evolution of the _
With his genius for characterisa
to give a new dimension (0 the

Academic Thinkers on Asia
By :
Mr. WILLIAM D. ALLEN,
Editor, World in Brief, New York.

lists on Asia meet each land and Formosan China first, and Japan

ssociation second. ’ -

. di Virtually all t}?e nation’s  Most interesting gene{al 1mpreIssi19n ::Sethl:;y‘

f:Ol' Bt e omi thinkers on Asia, the pro- the reports and essays given on nhxa1 i
important academ’c l'ters of scientific works, they represented a new breed of scho arila n v;
fesor e ores day £ thering at New Yotk method or approach to research. In the pas
attendeq the hree da}y gIad'a fare in these sur- in all lands, the university man.tv::nded\ to dey_/ggj
e o o adeqt tely recognized, at much of his attention to the writings of previout
l’bu’ﬂ'ding?‘ ; " e e e ean ’ roach students of his subject. Thorough-gom'g Stqd}qg
her full significance B AT #PP on history or social problems or culture wery

India with faifness 1 e et asting until recently as full of quotations as a cake

seven dealt with India speci- full of raisins. But nov: ab éfl:;honx;czs ty}l)‘:‘ e:c
hundred and ten prepared advanced student‘secAms 0 ns . €8
fically. Of abqut one bout India. India Americans studying India gave the impressios
papers read, elghtezn were a ft ially in many of having struck out for }ndla in the Splt;t_i.q
e l'efel'l'ed_ tosiorr)f; of course. The frontiersmen burstmg with eagerm;ss to 4:2
e e ls;m;izx he’l' third place in from the bare facts ‘rather than from B
abOVCmﬁft}l ;&in?:x:v at Itlhe gathering, with main- elders. Theit papers bypassed t,h‘? worldl

MERICA’S specia _
A year under the auspices of the

about three hours,
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great universal thinkers, nor did they show
evidence of having delved into India’s own
wisdom. One also sensed that this very youth-
ful generation of American scholars obtained
such freedoms from the apron strings of their
mentors thanks primarily to the novelty of the
subject-matter ; the mentors simply were in no
position to control and hold in lcash these boy
explorers, knowing themselves so little about
India. Much of course is lost in this starting
from scratch ™ but in any casc it is symptomatic
ofa very new trend in telations between India
and America,

Strangely, while these modern scholars have
shaken off many hampering traditions of the
past, have escaped from the lvory Tower into
the Market Place, yet they do not go so far as to
communicate their activities and discoveries to
the everyday people. We today are at a turning
point in history, with scholarly investieation
graduating into approaches and methods fmder-
standable and useful to immediate political and
social action. Yet these very same scholar, fail
to have the impact on their own time which
their work deserves, owing to an odd blindness
to the potential interest of ncwspaper editors
and radio commentators in their findings.
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Among the most intcresting sessions was one
on political conditions in Madras, Bombay and
Calcutta.  N. V. Sovant of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity was  the main Indian discussant, In
another session, Brijen K. Gupta of Southern
lmois University read a paper on Indian his-
tory. The most Indian-manned session was on
the modern Indian social novel. Naresh Guha
of Jadavpur and Novthwestern Universities
reported on Bengali literature; Prabhakar
Machwe of Sahitya Akademi and Wisconsir,
University told of Hindi literary trends ; C. M.
Naim, California University, reported on Urde
writings. Dr. Amiya Chakravarty, the world-
famed authority o {avore, now at Boston,
Krishna Baldev Vaid of Harvard and Masuc
Husain Khan of California participated. A
scesion on ¢ the social effects of British rule ir
India ” had as chairman S. P. Sen . of Michigar
University. The Tagore Centenary Committe
led by Dr. Chakravarty met during the eventfu
aathering to plan activities in U.S.A. to stimu.
fate appreciation of Tagore.  The Asia Society
organized two evenings of films on Asia, eact
cvening running films for four hours without &
stop. Two of the best of the films dealt witt
India.

—O—
Founders of the Schools of Thought

By

HE ancient system was either Vedic or non-

.Vedic.‘ The schools under Vedic were Nyaya,
Vaisheshika, Sankya, Yoga, and Charvaka. The

DR. P. C. GUPTA, M.A.,Ph.D.D.Lit.

The ‘Vedic’ was also known as f—létukas. The

propounders of its system of philosophy wert
Akshapada, Kanada, Kapila, Patanjali, anc

first four accepted that Reason was the chicf Charvaka. Of these Charvaka as already statec

guide to knowledge and the Vedic revelationg
-were the authentic sources of that knowledge,
Charvaka’s was not a new system of philosophy.
He propounded a materialistic secularity and
accepted the Pratyksha only. The non-Vedic
did not accept the authority of the Vedas. “The

two schools which grew up under the non-Vedic
were Boudhya and Pashupat.

was a pratyakshavadi. The ‘non-Vedic’ werk
called the Pashandas and the propounders wert
Boudhya and Pashupat.

Nyaya and Vaishesliika are systems of bol

reasoning. Akshapada through Logic anc
Kanada through psycho-analysis based ' theil
reasoning on clear, correct deductions and in
ductions. They held that God is the over-rul
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ing power. Nyaya admits an eternal, supreme
and personal God and multitudes of souls.
The Vaisheshika also accepts these two funda-
mentals of the eternal and of souls with certain
rescrvations. It (Vaisheshika) propounds an
atomic theory which is not very clear and is
quite different from the modern seientific theo-
rv. Science has not yet come to the end of the
division of particles, Vaisheshika has. It speaks
only of the Anu and the Paramanu the ultimat'e
unit.  In Vaisheshika the number of souls is
also infinite and are of varying sizes. The posi-
tion of the Nyaya, in terms of the soul, is one
of infinitives. In Vaisheshika there are two
infinites which clearly is a contradiction in
terms.

Kanada in his Vaisheshika accepted pratyak-
sha and Anuman, thatis objective and subjective
inferences. Akshapada, and later Gautama
and Udayana, in Nyaya. accepted pratyaksha,
anuman, upaman and shabda, that is, percep-
tion, inference, analogy and testimony. Jai-
mini, in his Vedanta took Vedas as his text,
whereas the other Hetukas took nature as their
text. Kanada’s school accepted that Vedas were
the words of God and because they were utter-
ed through human agency they became only
anciliaries and were, therefore, useless indepen-
dently. Of superficial approaches, ‘Monism’ is
the oldest ‘Vishishtadwayita’ came next and

_sdualism’ last of all. This idea of their sequen-
ces1 base on (a) Shankara (b) Ramanuja and
(c) Madhva. We might say that some of the
Hetukas are allied, so are Sankhya and Yoga.

~Thesk are followed by Purva-mimansa and Ut-
tar-mimansa.

The Sankhyamat or school is dubbed aetheist

- because it ascribed everything to Purusha and

Prakriti. Here Parusha is the unlimited soul
/ and Prakriti is the 24 principles of matter start-
ing from the Gunas to Prithvi (ea1th). Accor-
ding to Sankhya the joinder of the two resulted

_in the Sansar. The goal to be achieved was to
E”i;;bring about a divorce between them. Purusha
_ and Prakriti being both uncontrolled the univer-
FSQ ‘became a self-governing commonwealth. Each

spiritunit is struggling to split free from the:
matter to which itis wedded. The Purusha can

find the Right path through (a) remembering

his original freedom, (b) remembering the ex-

periences of his cosmic existence, and (c) reali-

sing that life is nothing but pain.

In Sankhya, however, the theory of evolution
is most rational and authoritative. The analy-
sis of the three Gunas are almost thorough. The
latter systems have adopted it without a ques-
tion. The Sankhya based its theory on reason..
It laid emphasis on the “Wheel-and-clay” ana-

logy. But Sankhya forgot the potter. The Yoga'

of Patanjali is usually paired with Sankhya. But:
more emphasis was laid on a code of discipline
and on the annihilation of flesh. Patanjali con-
ceived God as a great being who lived far away
unconcerned with the struggles of humanity.
Jaimini’s “‘Purva-mimansa’ attaches highest-
importance to Shabda and the Veda-Vakya exi-
sts cternally in the Bramhanda. Veda is the

The cosmos is a symphony of rare beauty. Shab-.
da is Bramha—the planner of the Universe.
Badarayana’s <“Uttar-mimansa’ has been com-

"mented upon by such great scholars as Shanka-

-spirit of God. Heaven is a gift of God’s grace.”

ra, Ramanuja and Madhva. Hence, much con-

troversy centres round these commentaries.

¢« Badarayana—sutras > have been interpreted in
a dualistic sense (of Shri Bhasya by Ramarnuja), - -

Four systems grew up at the beginning of the -

13th century. These were the Vishishtadwaita, . -

Dwaita, Sarvasidhanta and Vira-shaiva. The

propounders were Ramanuja, Madhva, Mey- -
kandar and Basava, respectively. These Achar-, .
yas were distinct from but grew out of Alvars .-

who were mystics and poets. Their aim was to -

reconcile Vedanta with Nathamuni’s Prabandha -
and Bhakti with Karma. Nathamuni stablished:. '
the Pancharatna School and refuted Shankara’s: ..
doctrine of Abidya. He determined the nature. -

of the individual soul and advocated Prapatti:;
or self-surrender. Ramanuja based his theories .; -

on the foundation of Prapatti. This is evident
in his books, namely, Vedantha-Sangraha, com=

"mentary on the Geeta, Vedanta-Sutra or "Srii
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Bhasya. The last gives a philosophic basis te of meditation accompanied by love on the nature

Vaishnavism. He combines in it the spirit of of God. Maksha. according to him, came with
the absolute or its philosophy with the spirit of the perfection of Bhakti. This liberalism of
the Alvars. He gives an exposition of the rela- thought inspived thousands of lower-caste men

tion beiween God and the World of maiter and and women to take shelter in the Vaishnava fold.

* souls. The three realitics to him werc God His greatness lies in the fact that he brought

Soul and matter. The soul and matter were in- such a revolution without coming into conflict
terpreted in terms of Visheshan (adjective) and with the orthodox scction.

Visheshya (noun). According to Ramanuja tat  Madhva, as head of the Sringeri-math, thro-
was synonymous with God and twama with the uph his cxposition in the Panchadashi and Sar-
in-dweller of the soul. Hec taught Jnanyoga or vadarshan Sangraha. Madhvaranya and his
meditation on the nature of the soul for the pur- brother Sayana as advisers of the founders,
pose of realising that it is diffcrent from its phy- Harishava and Bukka, of Vijauinagar, strengthe-
sical sheath. His Bhaktiyoga is a higher type ned the Dwaitavada of Madhvacharya.

._.O -
Family Planning

By
LT.-COL. B. L. RAINA

AMILY planning is just not an emergency the Second Five Year Plan period efforts were
measure (0 control population, but a made to sct up an organisationil basc to build a
social policy for the welfare of the family giving fourfold programme of ¢ Service, Education,

the right to every family to have children by Training and Research.” 1t soon became evi-

choice. The conirol of births should not be dent that emphasis should be on education and
viewed in a negative sense but in a positive one action research. The Central Family Planning
for bringing up children with love,care and Board was formed on September 1, 1956.
affection. Spacing of children also prescrves Gradually State Boards were also constituted.
the health of the mother and thus ensures hap- The next step was to set up District Commit-
piness and harmony in the home and proper tees in each State. They are now being establi-
care of the child. The individual families shed with Union Government’s assistance.
should therefore aim at three children. Family Planning ofticers have been appointed
The rate of population increase in India is in most States.
serious and explosive and demands vigorous  There are now three expert commlttes viz.,
and sustained action. Stabilization of popula- the Demographic Advisory Committee, the
tion is also an essential element in the strategy Committec on Scientific aspects of Family Plan-
of economic development. The prospects are ning of the Indian Council of Medical Research
encouraging and the problem can be solved. (dealing with medical and biological aspects)
Results in terms of reduced birth rate will, and the Communication Motivation Action-
however, taken time. But we should march Research Committee.
ahead with vigour, confidence and determina- In the field of education, an attempt was
tion. made to collect information on factors respon-
During the Fxrst Five Year Plan period jthe sible for cohmunity attitudes, beliefs and beha-
programme was started with caution aund great viour pattern, to identify natural group leaders
deal of attention was devoted to research. In for mass communication, and to prepare and
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test basic material and methods for the masses, to carry the message. They have done and di
community, groups and individuals. The valuable work. Family Planning orientatior
studies at Ramanagaram and Dethi showed that camps for leaders of different localities especi
70'5 per cent to 75'8 per cent persons were in ally villages arc also being held. The respons
favour of family planning. The Bangalore study is enthusiastic and exhilarating.

indicated that 32'8 per cent males and 277 per  The training programme for family plannin;
cent females knew some method of family plan- workers began with ad hoc courses. The tw«
ning. They did not seem to have adequate centres, one for potential instruction at Bombay
knowledge of physiology of hwuman reproduc- and another at Ramanagaram were developed
tion and family limitation. Other studies reve- New regional training centres are being opened
aled that they did not have sufficiently strong About sixteen are functioning.

motivation to continue an initially accepted In the field of services, ‘we started witt
method. Well designed studies without an research on safe periods. Soon after foam
education programme did not yield the desi- tablets were offered. Now all available methods,
red results. including sterilisation, are available. The deci-

This led to the formation of Family Planning sion toaccept one or the other method is entirely
Communication Action Research Programme. of the family. The point of view of conscien-
The Ford Foundation has offered $ 330,000 for tious objectors is respected and appreciated.
communication research and training. Such a The programme is being developed as people’s
research programme will enable us to know programme with Government assistance seeking
more about some problems of the various cate- co-operation of all parties and religious groups
gories of our population and help in extending and steering clear of religious, ideological and
the family planning programme. political controversies.

The programme is essentially an action  The demand for contraceptives has mcreased
research programme. The action based on considerably at one time heavy demands created
available knowledge is being taken and is being shortage in supplies, orders had to be placed
modified according to results of research. Well abroad in bulk. Their manufacture. in the
known educational methods are being used. country was expedited. Foam tablets, jellies
Family Planning Workers contact families indi- and sheaths are now being manufactured in
vidually and in groups and also promote com- India. Public demand for services, including
munity welfare activities. A large number of stetilization facilities, has gradually increased.
posters, pamphlets anf folders have been issued.  In 1956, the Second Five-year Plan started
A number of exhibitions have been held. Broad- with about 147 birth control clinics (21 in rural
casts on family planning are also radiated by areas), a few M.C.H. Centres giving Family
All IndiaRadio Films (including a technicolor Planning advice, a limted number of districts
sartoon) and slides have been produced Film providing family planning services, with hardly
strips are being prepared. any medical teaching institutions giving family

Honorary Family Planning Education Leaders planning advice and with about 67 persons
1ave been appointed. It is hoped that soon trained in ad hoc courses.

‘here will be one such leader per division in each By September 1960, the mumber of chmcsm
itate. Such group leaders can help considerably 1,444 (938 rural), 1,318 M.C.H. Centres (out:6f
n credting the background for the acceptance about 4,163 M.C.H. Centres) -giving family:
f family planning. These leaders address planning advice, 292 districts having family.
neetings, arrange group discussions, - ‘motivate. planning services, about 13 medical collegcs '
reople, mobilize public oplmon and form a net- 60 other training centres with family p! g
vork of local voluntary groups in various places chmcs In addition 1,589 medml aﬂd heslx\hA




32 THE INDIAN REVIEW

[ JANUARY 1961

centres provide family planning services.
Family Planning advice is thus available from
2,862 centres. Over 3,200 persons have been
trained. Free flow of supplics is being gradu-
ally arranged especially in rural arcas. Con-
traceptives arc piven free and at subsidised
rates.  Sheaths, jellics and foam tablets arc
distributed free in rural arcas irrespective of
income. Sheaths can be issued by non-medical
personnel. Foam tablets can be distributed
through the Public Health Nurse, Health Visi-
tor and Auxiliary Nurse midwife.

It has been recommended that the family
planning services should form an integral part
of medical, health and welfare services.
National Extension and Community Develop-
ment Organisations are gradually covering the
entire country and each block will have a
primary Health Ceatre. In rural areas the
clinics are, therefore, being mainly associated
with Primary Health Centres.

The Central Family Planning Board recom-
mended the inclusion of sterilization operation
in the family planning programame on the
merit of each case after careful examination hv
a qualified doctor with the consent of both
husband and wife in hospitals and institutions
where facilities exist. The Government of
India have sanctioned extra personnel to stren-
gthen the staff of some of the hospitals directly
under ‘them, and grant of special casual leave
‘not exceeding six working days to Government
servants who undergo sterilization operation.
They have also offered assistance to State
Governments to strengthen the staff of hospitals
up to district level for sterilization operation,
for training and mobile units. The patients
from primary health centres can be referred to
the sub-divisional district hospitals where the
sterilization teams normally operate. These
teams can also go to primary health centres
where operating facilities exist. The number
of sterilization operations reported increased
from 7,823 (2,333 males) in 1956 to 37,722
(13,925 males) in 1959. The total number re-
ported from 1956 upto August, 1960 is 1,05,028
(39,654 males). Aetual figures far exceed this
number. Medical, biological and demographic
researches are being conducted. Research in
Motivation and Communication has also been
started. :

The much debated subject of use of proges-
tational steroids has also been considered. An
Expert Committee on oral contraceptives has

recommended that the stage has not yet been
reached to permut the sale of these steroids for
control of conception. But in view of the
availuble cvidence of effectiveness of these drugs
for disturbances of menstruation, threatened
abortion and sterility, for which their use is for
short duration, their sale for therapcutic pur-
poses on medical prescription may be permitted
and this question may bhe considered by the
Drugs Controller (India) in the normal course.
The Goverment of India have no objection to
the use of these products for research of their
anti-fertility cffect by competent workers under
rigid controlled conditions.

A regular fellowship programme in .demo-
graphic rescarch in India and abroad is being
developed.  Demographic Training and Re-
scarch Centres have been ecstablished. '[_'he
population Council of New York is giving
valuable assistance.

The cfiect of the Family Planning programme
on birth rate is not likely (o be evident for a
number of years. But a study of Contributory
Health Service Scheme Clinics’ patients of
Delha by the Demographic Rescarch Centre,
Delhi University, has revealed that the pregn-
ancy rate for non-contraception use period
ranged between 62 and 66 per cent for contra-
ception-use-period without clinic service it was
352 and for the post clinic contraception-use-
period it was 10°0 for diaphragm and jelly and
12:6 for all the prescribed contraceptives. This
shows that by using contraceptives under clinic
guidance, it is possible to reduce expected pre-
gnancies by 80 per cent. Much knowledge on
the acceptability and effectiveness of various
well recognised methodsgol family planning in
different cultural jsettings is yet to be worked
out for this country. L

The Family Planning Programmes imple.
mented during the first two Plans may justifi.
ably be considered as preparatory phases for g
more extensive and intensive approach beginning
with the Third Five Year Plan. The achieve.
ments made are significant and encouraging
but it is just the beginning. The results achi.
eved are not anly due to the efforts of govern.
mental and non-governmental organisations
but to a great extent on account of e
aceeptance of the programme by the people
To make family planning a way of life require:
a great deal of further effort and widespreac

participation of the people which is graduall
increasing. '

.

l The Indian National Congress

The 66th session of the Indian National Con-

- gress met Sardarnagar (Bhavnagar) on “4th
- January with the hoisting of the Congress flag by

the Congress President Mr, N. Sanjiva Reddi.
Prime Minister Nehru, Mr. Morarji Desai, Mr.
U. N. Dhebar and other Congress leaders and
members of the Working Committee joined the
gathering at the Zenda Chowk in front of the
venue of the open session in saluting the flag.

Mr. Sanjiva Reddi, the President, in the course
of his address on 6th Jan. sdid: ¢ The fissi-
parous tendencies that are visible and lowering
tone of our public life have filled me with
sadness and depression.” He called upon
Congressmen to work unitedly, forgetting petty
issues, for the establishment of Socialism
through democratic means. Un}esg India be-
came stronger and her democratic stitutions
were fully protected, she could not help natcl‘ons
struggling to overcome foreign bondage. “We
have to forge unity both for building up a
Socialist Tndia and for protecting our democ-
racy, so that this country can play a strong role
in the world”, Mr. Reddi added. .

Prior to the open session the General Secre-
taries of the Congress presented a report in
which they expressed serious concern at the
“lack of unity among Congressmen In some
States.” . .

“""Y%e report warned the Congressmen against

the “unhappy development” of formation of
“rigid groups” centering round personalities
with the aim of capturing power by ‘ group
pressures.”

< In his opening remarks at the A.L C.C.

‘meeting at the Congress* Pandal previously,
Mr. Sanjivi Reddi said that one of the biggest
problems before the Congress now was how to

“restore unity in the organisation.

The organisational unity, he said, was essen-
tial in view of the coming general elections, in
which the Congress had to face opposition all
over the country. _ : _
"~ Speaking on some of the important events in
the recent period, from the Congress point of
view, the Congress President referred to the

‘mid-term elections in Kerala and the creation

of two séparate States of Gujarat and Mahara-
shtra. o
" This year’s Congress accords significant pro-

“minence for a twenty-two point election mppi-«nation by jurists of the duties ianda,,fpoyérs
festo ‘sefting out in broad terms the p({lu::;eg

'S
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and objectives of the Congress. The manifesto
will be enlarged in greater detail in the next
few months.

In view of the General elections in 1962 this
manifesto authorises the A. L. C. C. to place it
before the people. Of course the manifesto is
based on policies as indicated on Congress re-
solutions, more particularly ‘the resolutions of
this session of the Congress. '

The session conciuded on 7th after adopting
all official resolutions. -

Powers of the President

While laying the foundation-stone for the
new premises of the Indian Law Institute
in Delhi on November 28, President
Prasad suggested that the Institute take up as
part of its legal research work the study and
investigation of the question as to how far the
powers and the functions of the President of
India differed from those of the sovereign of
Great Britain. The President said that it was
generally believed that like the sovereign of
Great Britain, the President of India was alsoa
constitutional head and had to act according to
the advice of the Council of Ministers, and
pointed out that there was no provision in the
Constitution which in so many words laid down
that “the President shall be bound to act in
accordance with the advice of his Council of
Ministers.”

“A question of import is how far we are en--
titled to invoke and incorporate into our
written Constitution by interpretation the con--
ventions of the British Constitution which is an
unwritten Constitution”, the President said. ¢

Prime Minister Nehru addressing his Press
Conference at New Dethi on Dec. 21 reiterated:
that the President of India was the constitu-
tional head of the State and the country had a-

parliamentary form of Government, N

Mr. Nehru said that a great deal had ‘begn’
made of the President’s recent suggestion te:
the Law Institute to study the powers of the.
President laid down in the Constitution. . .0

Mr. Nehru reiterated that politically - and,
constitutionally,- the President’s position con
formed to that of the British Crown. ;

Mr. C. R, observed that ““it is a'matter fof:
some satisfaction that the President, Dr. Rg

W)
i3

2

-jendra Prasad has suggested a thorough exasmis

the President of thé Union ™ .- ="
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Nepal— :
_ King Mahendra through a Royal proclama-
tion on Dec. 15 dismissed Nepal's first elected
\Gpvernment, headed by Mr. B. P. Koirala,
dissolved both the Houses of Parliament and
assumed all powers of administration “till such
time as.othcr arrangements are made.” The
L(mtg S?ltd NC":ia] would stand by its policy of
eutrality and maintain tri i /ith
neutrali viendship  with all
_ King Mahendra ended the political uncerta-
113[1.)/“. in Nepzzl El)y appointing a Council of
misicre under his own chairmanshi
were sworn on Dcc. 26. anship- - They
On Sth Jan. King Mah ¢
n an. King Mahendra banned all
pohtlcal parties in Nepal and declared thcam
illegal forthwith. Ina proclamation, the King
;a;gcgqo min})“a new awarcness’ in the people
aya cmocrac d i
S, y would be developed in
Parll!fhay(a:t Raj in Andhra
he Congress Parliamentary Party’s st
. . Ud
tAeat;‘ on Panchayat Raj, which rcccngv lnure(}Jl
ndhra Pradesh, has said in a report published
?1;1 Dec. 27 that the officials, non-officials and
¢ general public ¢ are determined to make this
grie:t expetiment a success.”
s in Rajasthan, the team was
> , struck
tk;% co-operation between officials :amc‘i:k no‘:l)i
'3 cials at all levels in Andhra as well as a
%ow1ng awareness of their responsibilities by
; gr ;lecpE(esentatwe(s1 of the people, the report said
team noted that the Panchayat Sami is
mddZdla Parishads in Andhra Pradegh had glég:
%J(r)i(in a;\;oalxclg)oth 11(11 regard to the expansion of
secondar i i isi
D T it oo ¥ educatllon and in raising
NegjI U.I%A. Adppointments.
r. Kennedy’s choice of Mr. Dean R
the post of U.S. Secretary of State has beg;k\:::)lrl
received by the public; for, Mr. Rusk is a most
gapable man and has all the makings of a good
ecretary of State. He may not be a spectacular
T;ﬁ:& :s bhlllltr.thlles was or brilliant as Mr
heson, but he is a sound man of cool i
solid judgment. He is an i o
_ . intellectual
}zggr‘slhgnd those who have worked witﬁngixﬁ
now him as a man who is not given to
:lheclsmns, but as one who gives a problem nslllllzg
ought l?efore making up his mind. Mr. Rusk
was Assistant Secretary of State durir'xg 1:‘;
Korean war and took a firm stand against Gene
MgcArthur s wanting to carry the war into
China. Prof. John Kenneth Galbraith is to
‘take charge as U. S. Ambassador of India.

Algeria

The U.N. General Assscmbly Political Com-
mittcc on Dec. 15 granted the necessary twor
ihirds majority 10 an Aftro-Asian draft resolu
tion calling for a United Nations controlled re
ferendum m Algeria.

The Committee voting on the resolution as a

whole, voted 46 in favour, 20 against, and 28

abstentions.

Asolid majority has supported the principle
ol seif-determination for Algeria at the
referendum, held on 8th Jay.

' An Algerian Parliament with certain legisla-
tive powers and an exccutive dealing with Alge-
rian affairs other than defence, foreign affairs,
currency and higher education are provided
for.

District and regional ““councils™ and “*parlia-
ments” would be sct up throughout Algeria and
increased powers would be given to local auth-
orities. This would contrast with the strongly

centralized administrative system now in opera-

tion.

The new measures decided upon by the French cabinet
include the creation of 32 tnpertan civil scrvice posts
for Moslems, including 31 sub-prefects.

Saudi Arabia

The new Saudi Arabian Cabinet—in which
King Saud is Prime Minister—was sworn inon
Dec. 26 at Jedda and later held its first meeting
according to Radio Mecca.

Mansoyir Al Mansour, new Mimister of State;
of the Prime Minister’s office, delivered a polic)
stg&emem on behalf of King Saud, the Ra
said.

King Saud said that his foreign polic WOﬁl‘
be based on “complete neutralily.” y o
He also said they “will adhere to thqu"ﬂ
League Charter’ and will provide efforts 10 1€

gain Arab rights in Palestine, Algeria, Oma’
and the South Arab Peninsula.” gertt

A Royal decree had been issued approving
new Saudi budget balanced at 1,786 malion 1
als, including 180 million for defence and th
air force and:34 million for foreign affairs.

King Saud of Saudi Arabia has gi
f : as given h
cc:lou?'gry a provisional constitution peﬁd‘ing t
_ Pga ting of a new constitution by the propost
ational Assembly, Radio Mecca reported.-.

The first article of the isi it
. [ rovisional constit
tion stated that Saudi Arabia is an Islamic S0V

i
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reign Arab State within the great Arab nation

with an indivisible territor
constitutional monarchy.

is that of the

The second arti

‘he State reli

gion of Saudi

nic was the fundamental §

legislation.

Another article sai

age was the country’s 0

The provi

that the successor
ted from the family
present King. A specia

father of the
tional provis

late this question in

Ethiopia

On Dec. 14 a Coup

sional constitution 2
to the thro
of the late King Ibn Saud &
ial constitu- tion, and

y and a regime which

cle declared that Islam was

The announcement came after a two-day -
sqummit” meeting at Conakry (Guinea) bet-
ween President Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana,
President Modibo Keita of Mali, and President

Arabia and that Isla- Sekou Toure of Guinea.

ource of the country’s ) \ : |
d the Arab lan- Ghana-Guinea Union, recent Mali-Ghana co-

fficial language.

ne should be selec- : 3
d also agreed on comimon diplomatic representa-

The countries were already linked by the

operation agreements, and the exchange of

1so laid down Resident Ministers between Guinea and Mali.

The joint communique said the Presidents had

decided that they should meet

ion would be issued later to regu- quarterly——twice in Accra, once in Conakry and

New Government in the

at Brazil.
lete victory

But 't

over the

he loyalty soo0
rebels.
Haile Selassie cancelled his programme and re-

detail.

is said to have been stag-
ed in Addis Ababa capital of Ethiopia and that
the crown prince was alleged to

absence of his father

turned to Addis Ababa on Dec. 17.
He was greeted on his

Crown Prin
described as

1t was learnt
Crown Prince at the be
coup and used his name as an

ce Asta Wassep,

the leader of

support from the people.

The Empe

to him gaine

bels after 36

cor returned

d a complete Vvic

arrival by his son,
who was at first

the coup.

n gained comp- if not too late, the
The Emperor compromise talks with the Stanleyville govern~

once in Bamako, the Mali capital.
The three Presidents also set up a sort of
preliminary executive council ” between them,

observers said.

be heading the Congo

The Leopoldville government had accepted,
Western suggestions for

ment as large scale Civil War threatened
Congo. '

But authorities in Leopoldville have not yet
reached an agreement asto who would negotiate
—President Kasavubu or Col. Mobutu—and

that the rebels had arrested‘ the where.

ginning of the attempted .
attempt to gain tary-General, Mr. Dag Hammarskjoeld, flew
’

In the meaﬁwhile the United Nations Secre-

to Leopoldville on January 3 to personally

soon after forces joyal take stock of the critical Congo situation, accor-

hours of fighting.

The Capital was genc

with all British su
the Ethiopian roya

On Dec.

:Ethiopia made

mised an amnesty to all those, sle
‘ ) ey admitted their errors. task of © modifying from top to bottom th

the abortive

- The Emperor would do well to coﬁsi.der the .
‘cube ‘fot -greaters devolution of authority and
up of an ‘administration that wil

the building

18 the Empe

coup, if th

rally reported calm

bjects safe and all members O
{ family also safe.

tory over the re- ding to Reuter’s message dated 27th December.

Mr. Joseph Kasavubu, President of the

, (former Belgian) Congo, announced from
f Leopoldville on Jan. 17 that a “round-table”
confererice to reform the central institutions of

ror Haile Selassie of the Congo would be held on January 23 at ¢

nation-wide broadcast and pro
e to sl “who took part in the Round-Table Conference would have th

carry out economic programimes with greate

efficiency. The wo
is moving fasta

lag behind.

Ghana-Guinea-Mali Union

A union

of Ghana, Guinea and Mali was
a joint communiqueé

announced on Dec. 25 in

issued by the Presidents of three West African ’ . ((

;pountries.

" The communique sai
ito « promote a common
“tary policy.”

rld, even in Asi
nd Ethiopia can

d they had also decid

economic. and mon

.

- place to be determined as a later date and tha

fundamental law (of the Congo).” :
In the meanwhile Mr. Dag Hammarskjoeld
the United Nations Secretary-General, i€

¢ closed that he has charged the Belgian authiori

a and Africa, ties in the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urunt
not afford to with assisting @olonel Joseph Mobutu’s Cot

. golese forces to launch an attack on Lumumb
troops at Bukaya in the Kivu province of tf
Congo on the new year’s day.

It is.impossible to predict what will happt
finally. - .

1

- Buganda . , PRI 4
ed™ The Lukiko (Parliament) of Bugand%*fa nati
¢- kingdom inside .Uganda, “declared *Busandi

. -

" Independence in a resolution passed ‘on Jan
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Under the 1955 Buganda Agrcement, no resolu-
tion of the Lukiko is valid unless it is apprbvcd
by the Governor of Uganda. ‘

Sl}” Frederick Crawford, Governor, told
Ministers of the Kabaka (King) of Bugun(ia that
he would not be able to approve the terms of a
resolution declaring  Buganda’s independence
from the British Protectorate of Usanda

At the same time, the Ministers indicated that
;hft: péesent basis of refations with the Protecto-
fﬁrft:he ;)Vt 2{£;1@11L would stay unchanged pending

The Prqsenl_demand tor sccession stems from
Britain’s inability to declaice that Uganda will
have a federal type of Government when the
Protectorate achicves sclf-Government.

The Buganda people fear that their Kingdom
g;;urld ltar%ely lose it.s identity if it remained with
relatfosns?lipgganda inanything except a federal
Laos

A slight lowering of tension in the Laos crisis
has been noted during the last week ;1lthougl‘1
§t111 serious, it is no longer considered to be the
imminent threat to world peace.

This assessment is based mainly on two new
developments-—the belated reply from the Boun
Oum Gover'nmcnt on the question of reviving
the International Commission, and a reporied
glilalnge of attitude in Washington in favour of a
thg ;r:l;lgig rIf.athcr than a military approach to

In view of the dependence of the Boun Oum
Govcrr}men.t on American support, the decisive
factor is evidently a weakening of what at first
appeared to be a belligerent stand on the art
of the U.S. Administration. P

. What caused the change is not clear : but the
attitude of America’s principal allies, with thei
strong reluctance to join in any military adve .
ture, and President-elect Kennedy’s i‘eport:(i
refusal to commit himself one way or the other
must have had a restraining influence on the
Eisenhower Administration which has in a N
case only a fortnight more in office. W
mH{)Jwever, that may be, it is understood that
bfeB -S. position has now moved closer to that
o B.ll(.)lltlzmw :yngﬁ‘F;igc& though full agreement
obstadtes to) on and | ere are Stl'” formidabie
Paramount Ruler of Malaya :

The Paramount Ruler of Malaya, His Ma'e t
Syed Putra, was ceremoniously installed aJ shy
Head of State at Kuala Lumpur on Jan 4 * the
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_He s the third Paramount Ruler of Malaya
since the country became independent i 1957.
The first ruler installed in August 1957 died in
.'}prll last year and the sccond ruter died in
September. Both of them were over 60 years
of agc,

. The present Paramount Ruler, His Majesty
Syed Putra Toni Al-Marhum  Syed  Hassan
Jumalullad, C. M. G.. was boin on November
35, 1920 and became tie Raja of Perlis on
l)ccgmhcr 4, 1945. Prior to accession to the
Perlis Throne, he was in Malayan civil service
until the Japanese occupation of Malaya during
which he was in private business.  He visited
England in 1951, His recreation is tennis,

Under the Malayan Constitution, the Para-
mount Ruler styled as * Yang  di-Pertuan
Agong ™ is clected for a term of five years from
among themsclves by the Sultans of ninc Malay
States. A Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong is also
clected. He s nsually clected again as the Para-
mount Ruler when the post falls vacant.
America and Cuba

The United States broke off diplomatic and
Consulur relations with Cuba on Jan 3.

Cresigent Visenhower, announcing the break,
said the action of Dr. Fidel Castro’s Govern-
ment in deciding to limit U.S. Embassy person-
nel in Havana to eleven people could have nc
other purpose than to render impossible the
conduct of normal diplomatic relations with
thz'1§ Government.

The President said “ this calculated action on
the part of the Castro Government is only the
latest of a long series of harassments, baseletﬁ
accusations and vilification. oA
 “There s a limit to what the United States
n self-respect can endure.  That [imit has now
been reached.”

The U.S. action was taken in a note delivéred
to the Cuban Charge &’ A ffaires, at Washington
Dr. Armando Florez-Ibarra,

. Fhe‘notc requested the Cuban Governmen!
to withdraw from the United States as soOf
as possible all Cuban nationals employed in the
Cuban Embassy in Washington and in all Cubat
Consular establishments in the United States.”

It said the United States was asking the Swis!
Governmgnt to look after its diplomatic am
consular interests in Cuba, §

President Eisenhower, in his statement, saié

the United States friendship f ubat
people was not affected. sipfor the ,C .

BOOKS IN REVIEW

Democracy in the New States. Rhodes Seminar
Papers.  Published by the Congress for Cul-
tural Freedom. New Delhi 1.

This is a collection of some _of the many
papers presented at a Seminar which .qssembled
in the ancicnt island of Rhodes to discuss pro-
blems of Representative Goveynment and
Public Liberties in the New States of Asia and
Africa. ¢ Democracy’ is a very captivating
word. It has fired the imagination of all Asia.
But only a few people have an uudcrstandmg
of what democracy is. It is this lack o
understanding  that  has resulted in the
apparent failures of Parliamentary Democracy
in many a new statc and the rise of dictator-
ships though still in the name of Democracy.
The Papers nine in all, are Very illuminating
studies.  Though all the papers may not be
said to expound a coherent doctrine or present
a recipe for the success of Democracy the
New States, they all examine the problems
thoroughly and. define it. Mr. Jouvenel, Dr.
Krishna, Mr. Gaitskell, Mr. Ashok Mehta,
Sardar Panikkar and a few others. are the

contributors.

. The Spirit of Asoka. By Tuviu Geelblum, Maha
“'Bodhi Society of India, Calcutta 12.

The adoption of Asoka’s lion Pillar as the
national emblem of the Indian Republic and
the Chakra or wheel of the same pillar on The
Indian flag are, if anything, symbolic of New
India’s aspiration to recover the values and
ideals of the Mauryan Emperor. ~How far
we have succeeded in this attempt is another
‘story. But the fact remains that the persona-
“fity and achievements of Asoka are the greatest
historical source of inspiration for the India
of to-day. In this brochure reprinted from
thé Maha Bodhi Journal the author tells ‘the
story as told by Asoka himself on the basis of
the edicts and inscriptions, which far from
being . mere legends, are certainly authentic.
He explains with relevant authorities, how the
Kalinga ~campaign changed the personal
character and political aspirations of Asoka
and how his compassion and tolerance took a
practical turn in his handling of .pubhc affairs.
He was no visionary but a practical reformer,
-good and wise, as King Solomon ofold. _

1o < .

Towards the Liberally Educated Executive. B
Robert A. Goldwin and Charles A. Nelsoi
(Editors). Mentor New American  Library
New York, 22-50 cents.

This is a comprehensive compendium writter
at the instance of the Fund for Adult Educatiot
for training EXECUTIVES to become mor:
PRODUCTIVE as the modern must is ““ PRO
DUCE OR PERISH.” Twenty one Tof

Executives in short compass ranging from on
to fifteen pages give a Pelmanised course o

t instruction, so that he who runs may read, anc

reading understand. As Lord Hobart pointec
out in Madras nearly a century ago, a libera
arts education must be the basis of all citizen
ship. As Horn says ¢ A lifetime of learning
study and reflection must follow the colleg
course. The Bell System is almost like Gurukul
“ One must communicate a knowledge of the
past, an understanding of the nature of science
and the ability to think creatively and critically.’

The Reality of Religion. By Jehangir M. Sha
poorjec, Piice Rs. Six. Genesh and Co

Madras 17. .

This is a charming and inspiring dissertatios
by the erudite and human author born of ai
overpowering desire to tell his brothers how
know God through a Master in spite of th
watchword “M.Y.O.B. (Mind Your Ow:
Business ”’) given to him. Basic Concepts lik
God, Religions, Masters, Love, Truth, Faitl
Hope, Pure-Mindedness, Karma, Rectitude
Religion and Science, are explained as taught t
the * Author by Pujya Baba Sai Mirchandan
Shah Daraz of whom the only biographical
vouchsafed are that having given up highly pai
positions, he now lived as a middle-clas
houscholder.” The accounts of other Gurus,
Barrister Sai Giani 1890-1953, Sai Sakt
1835-1957, Sai Nanak Yusuf, Sai’ Sachs
follow the usual typedesign accounts of saint
in the hagiology of all religions with the addi
tional attraction that they belonged to Christis
nity, Islam and Sanatana Dharma in thei
loyalties and allegiances.  Electric = touck
simultaneous presence at different places mat

rialisation and conversation with dead persog
and persons not yet born‘are the usual rus ¢

miracles in such accounts and these ‘are; foun
in this book. ST
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Gandhi Wields the Weapon of Moral Power. #y
Gane Sharp.  Foreword by Dr. Albert Finstein,
Navajivan Publishing  Howse.  Ahsiedabad
Rs. 5. ’

The author is u vonng American hardly 32,
who has followed Gandii's Civil Resistance
Movement in India with more than a sch()lzn;:
mterest.  Sentenced in April 1953 (o two yeaps
mprisonment for civil disobedicnce 1o mifit'u";/
conscription, he served nine months in pri;oh
and the remainder on parole. In this he was
firmly supported by Albert Linsicin. -

The book was completed, we are told, in
February 1953 when he was twentyfive. It is a
plea'for Gandhi’s phitosophy :.mdytcclmiquc >in‘-
volving the complex problems of our time and
indeed of all times. ““Out of (he crisis ofkour
age has emerged,” says the author, *“two
significant developments: one of these is the
organic totality of total war, conscripiioﬂ th%
tottharlan_ State, mass dispersonalization 'ms
regimentation. The other 15 the dcvclopn&:nl
of thg: most dynamic and ambitious types of
non-violence : Gandhi's Satyagraha and the
presently developing thinking, incorporating
gl;l;l;r(l)(fi' Gandhi’s approach. which js sccki;lg :1

a program which is can: " neeti
fay and O?Ougr age"‘mch is capable of meeting

These two developments have taken place
during the same half century and many in :
generation have witnessed them, our

Gane Sharp’s method of resentin
developments will be greatly vglued bygﬂﬁfﬁg
historians. Facts are sacred while com
ment is free,.sald a great British Editor an(-l
Mr. Sharp gives us facts and nothing but }acts
culled ~’from contemporary documents and’
(‘{andhl‘s own writings and statements and inte
views, limiting his remarks to a minimum,. -

A New.’ Approach To The Fundamentals of
Engllsl‘l Grammar. By Norman C. Dowsett. Sri
Aurobimdo \Ashram Press, Pondicherry, Rs . ¢

This book as the title itself suggests

gether new approach in tacklinéY gEngSlilsShag?;trg:
mar. A poem to bring out various peculiari-
ties, 1S a novel idea and the author muyst be co
gratulated on opening out a new horizon Whil;_
avoiding unnecessary ramifications, it never thee
less touches all phases of gramma,lr. It is jus;
as useful to the young student that goes to school
as.to the man who wants to relax and still make
- a profitable reading.
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s ;l‘L‘Sfi()ll,‘-) By China. By Do Vang Ly. Price
Rs. 3/75 nb. Siddhartha Pablications ('I"ril‘ate.’)
Limmited, Dol '
.l)q Ving Ly, now the cnvoy of the Republic

of Viet-Namin Dethi has brought out this ex-

pf)s'_c-curnxai,(_ic menGie of Ui ugs:rcusioﬁs of
g,hmq on ‘vwlnum_wlnch has a p(ﬁ)ululion of

20 ml_lllonf;, ‘The French played the same exp-

I(_nut_tlon-cum-lm'ul despots-support as the Br]i-

tish in India Gil practicatiy 1916, Ho Chi Minh

neutralised the Chinese gencrals with gold and
givlsand Vietnam and Vietminh started a fresh

struggle like that between North and South
Corea and tormosan Ching and Communist

China. The Sanskrit sloka says the king must
protect his subjects not only from thieves, pub-
lic servante.erenies od Lie™s fovenrites, but
also agatnst his (tie king s) own lust, unaer’, and
g.'.cﬁfi' Free clections, plebescites, and “‘judi-
lcm_l enquiries allso need to consider the human
wimgs runpive them, s the less aug =
bt 1, is the lesson taught by the
Khurshed Nariman. By .5, Nanar -
hor, 448/16 King's Circle, Bombityiull;).}' Aut
Born on 17-5-1883, and dicd on 4-10-48. Nari-
mn s asaeteorie Tlame who o scorched the
cnemies of the People and became dust and as-
hes w_l}?en the Congress decided to compromise
principles of Swaraj, Swadeshi, and Indian
Unity with Lord Louis Mount-Batten. He star-
ted his carcer in Corporation affairs, made a
brlll!zu'lt altack on the corruption of British
;}dmlm.str'ators including Sir Gcol:ge Lioyd and
tell avictim to Pandit Nehru’s distrust of scin-
tlllatmg rivals like Nariman and Subhash Bose
He pointed out about Gandhi what people aré
nl(l);v lpomtmg Qllllt about Nehru that a man of
superhuman will-power is dange
perhuman wil power is dangerous both as
He finally decided to compromi i
but died before the fruits ot} thig]zli;eoggng lf')ra;::
life-long ideals could bear fruit. “The book isa
masterly monograph done by a loving hand.
Bhakhyoga. By Aswini Kumar Datta, Trans-
lated from the Bengali by Gunada Ch;zran Seh
Blzarat{yc_z Vidya Bhavan, Bombay Rs 2/- .
The original of this book is a very' popular
one as it captured the imagination of ail people
young :'md old alike. In order that (he book
2rlnfﬁrs trit:\‘t:cthskelr?ilél:r p%lihc Sthe tkranslator has done
. ¢ Sanskrit texts inserted
?ﬁ the f(})lot of each_pag_e will be found usefultle)g
0se wno may be inclined to memorise them as

they ha | ) |
bas)éd, ppento be gems on which Hinduism is

INDIANS OUTSIDE INDIA

GENERAL
INDIANS GOING ABROAD

The Government of India have made an im-
portant change in the existing administrative
procedure regarding the issue of cxemption
and tax clearance certificates under Section
46-A of the Income-tax Act t0 Indian pauonals
proceeding abroad, says a Press note issued by
the Ministry of Financc (IJepartment of Rev-

enue). ' ) _
Sccti 6-A, persons of Indian domi-
Under Scction 46-A, | I e Tax

cile, who, in the opinion © 1
authority. are not likely to return to India have
to obtain tax clearance certificates before ‘lh?lr
departure. ~Airways and shipping companies
are responsible for ensuring that the persons

carried by them arc in possession  of such
S help the carriers to

certificates. In order to )
identify the Indian nationals liable to produce
tax clearance certificates, t_he practice hitherto
has been to require all Indian nationals procee-

H . T B {3 v '1‘
ding abroad femporarily 1o oblan cxemption

certificates {rom the Income-Tax Department.

PHILIPPINES
REFUSAL TO FIGHT APARTHEID

The Philippines recent: rejected an -Indian
Government call to join in a new conce}'te,ci
Afro-Asian drive to ‘“‘combat South Africa’s
racialism ”. ‘

The Philippines’ Foreign Sccretary Mr.
Felixberto Serrano, wrote 10 the Indian Gove-
rnment that pending the results of the,U.N.
Secretary-General, Mr. Hammarskjoe'k‘i $ con-
sultations with South African authorities, the
Philippines chouclid not take any further step

inst apartheid. ’ o
agell—l[c empphasiscd. however, the _Philippines
was apposed, to racial discrimination and was
one 'o}?lt)he‘ 9 Afro-Asian nations which last
April got the U. N. Security Council to assign
Mr. Hammarskjoeld to try and settle the

apartheid problem.

SINGAPORE
TAMILS IN SINGAPORE

" Thousands of Tamils, who form the bulk of

he Singapore City Council’s labour force,
:will noltlgbé) dismis?éd on the ground that they
have not taken up local citizenship. :
This assurance was given by the 'Governm_ent
in the Legislative - Assembly during question

‘hour last month.

Replying to a member, Mr. Chan Sun Wing
Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister
said 3,789 City Council employees were not
Singapore citizens. . _

«Although the Government is conscious of
the need to safeguard employment opportunities
to'its citizens under healthy economic circums-
tances, the Government hopes to continue
employment until the retirement age of all its

good workers.”

CEYLON
ILLICIT IMMIGRATION

Mr. S. Thonadaman, Ceylon Tamil leader
and member of Parliament, suggested recently
that the Indian National Congress and the
people of India should take effective steps to
discourage illicit immigration of Indians into
Ceylon.

Such immigration was a slur on the fair name
of India, Le told Pressmen here.

1 cannot understand this immigration in the
face of so much unemployment and under-em-
ployment in Ceylon itself,” He said. .

When the Pressmen suggested that these illicit
immigrants might be Tamils who were repa-.
triated from Ceylon but wanted to return there
Mr. Thondaman said there was no prospect of
their being rehabilitated at all. '

Mr. Thondaman was referring to the death
of 18 Tamilians on the Ceylon coast recently
while attempting to enter the country. He
feared that there might have been starvation
deaths among illicit immigrants on the coast
which might have gone unnoticed. -

CEYLON INDIAN QUESTION

“We must settle it early”, observed -the
Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranike when she was asked at Bangalore,
on Dec. 22 by Pressmen about the problem of
Indians in Ceylon. ‘

The Ceylon Prime Minister said that, while
at Delhi, she might discuss common problems
between India and Ceylon informally with the.
Prime Ministér of India and see. if they could
fix an early date for preliminary talks in this
regard. . : '

Asked whether the talks between the Prime
Ministers of India and-Ceylon in regard to
problem of Indians in Ceylon would take place
in Delhi or in the Island, Ceylon’s Prime Mini:,
ter said it was too early to say- anything about
this. She said she might be attending the Com-
. monwealth Conference in March nbyt =

nkyt year, '




DIARY OF THE MONTH

Dec. 1. Russia hurls ? dogs in the third Sovict Dec. 15.
Space ship. ’

—Mr. Chandra Banu Gupta President of U, p,
Congress Commiitee is elected leader
Congress Party in Statce Legislature.

—India’s new Air Force Chict Ajr Marshall
A. M. Engincer takes charge, Dee. 17, Franle Selassie back in Addis Ababa

Dec. 2. Lumumba’s excape bid fuils ; Mobutu's and €ains compicic victory over rebels.
troops artest him and bring him back 1o Dec. 18,

King Mahendra of Nepal dismisses
Premicr Koirala and his colleagues and assy-
mes all powers himself,
of the ~U. N, adopts proclamation on colonialism,
Dcec. Je. !);‘mmuml\jnckl‘s warning against
withdrawal of U. N. troops in Congo,

| Japan and Pukistan sign o Treaty of
Leopoldville. ‘ . o ¢ ciendship and Commerce - Ayuby and keda
—Mr. A. K. Chanda is appointed Chairman of sivn the pact at Tokyo.

3rd Finance Commission.
Dec. 3. The Archbishop of Canterbur
Pope John XX at the Vatican City.
Dec. 4. Mr. C. B. Gupla becomes Premier of
U.P.
Dec. 5. Lt. Gen. Thapar succeeds Gen, K. S.
Thimayya as Ariny Chic.

Dec. 19, Al the Communist leaders in Nepal
yomeets o undersconad and evade grpea
Dec. 20, Mrs, Bandavinaike, Ceylon Prime
Minister arrives in India,
Lok Salliy w4y Corunion amend-
ment Bt restransier of Berubari and the
Merper of Acquired Territories Bill.
—Ghana breais off diplomatic relations with =-U. N Assembly (4ils to pass any resolution
Belgium. on - Conco but retains the issue on Agenda
Dec. 6. The new U. P. Ministry is sworn in. lor the coming March ~eaion, .
Dec. 7. Sccurity Council of (I Momeets for Pec. 21, Mrs. Sicimavo Bandaringike arrives
considering Congo crisis.

' 0 _ in Bangalore and calls on M. Rujendra
Dec. 8. Prince Akihito and Princess Machiko  Prasad.

leave India for Bangkok enroute to Tokvo. Police oper fire on qhe Catholic asitators
—Premier lkeda’s second b dntimies ol Ceylon wito protestod against Gove's
office. '

. N _ schools take-over.
Dec. 9. Burmese Parliament ratifies Sino-Bur- Dee. 22. Rajya Sabha passes Preventive Deten-

mesc border Pact. tion Act extending its period for another 3
—U. A. R, Turkey and Chile are clected to  years,

non-permanent seats on the U. N, Scecurity Dec. 23. Rajya Sabha passes (he Constitution
Council, Amendment Bill and Merger of Acquired
—Chinese withdraw from outpost at Longju. Territories Bill (relating to transfer of Beru-
Dec. 10. Army assumes [ull powers in Laos  barito Pakistan).
(Bangkok). —Parliament adjourns e die.
—1U. N. General Assembly Economic Commit- Dec. 24. Disturbances iy Brussels (Belgium)
tee adopts 15-nation resolution by 7S votes o are reporicd,
10 for giving increased aid to under-develo- Dec, 25 Ghana, Guines and Mali announce
ped countries. o ) their Union for promoting Common Econo.
Dec. 11. French riots in Algeria are reported:  mic and Monetary Policy. .
French troops open fire. Dec. 26, King Saud of Arahi, ajv
—Gen. Ayub Khan in Jakarta: President  nal constitution pending !
Sukarno and President Ayub Khan issuc a  Constifution. )
Joint statement. Dec. 270 France e
Dec. 12, Japanand Philippings sign a treaty of  Sahara Desert.
amity, commerce and navigation providing Dec. 28. United Nations Congo Conciliation
for most favoured nation treatment., Committee leaders Jeave for Leopoldville
Dec. 13, Mr. Dean Rusk is appointed U. S. Dec. 29. Mr. Joscpa lea Premicr-desipnat f
Secretary of State. : Congo resigns. ' rehate o

—Russia makes secret tests of new Atomic Dec. 30 Parliament of Ceylon

CH PIrovisio-
the drafting of a new

xplodes a nuclear bomb at

Weapons.

for making Sip} I ici
Dec. 14.  UNESCO seminar on slums opens at — : s ffcial
New Delhi.

—Army Coup is reported in Ethiopia'.

adopts motion

: la .
Sir. M. Venkatg Subba Rao s deandg.uage

Dec. 31, India and Pakistan sjon instru
. ( aKis struments
of ratification of the Indus Wa%er Treaty.
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BRITAIN'S DEATH-RAY

The report said the boosting of light was
P o 25 Desember repor- done WU speial ervals produced at i
* Daily Mail™ of 28th D ; tablishment. Sc
te<;1r htfwzt gfil{f;h‘y[r(;’dar scientists were ptfrfcctmgf gﬁil_‘;;r(?_a_}fa“. inch pink ruby to transmit the
“bi -other ** device transmitting beams o
a “ big brother > dcvice

P orld- blinding laser beams. ) ‘
intense light which would revolutionise world- A patch on the moon’s surface, the size of a
wide television rcception and transmission,

. ich [ootball pitch, could be brilliantly lit by light
simplifying fong-range skY-SP)"”g’,, and ‘wluc from a laser crystal, the newspaper said, adding
zould be turned into a ** death ray. that scientists could already transmit beams of

In its main front-pace report the newSPaper p, o de fight more than 50 miles.
said that with the deviee, called * Laser —a
standing Tor Light Amplification by.Stlmglz;‘tj THE NEPAL BREAK-DOWN
Emission of Radiation— bez;lrlr}s Of!v:igqhqt Cq:i[cblé Under the above heading Mr. C. Rajagopala- -
ter than the glare from a million suns can be chari writes in Swarajya : \‘
transmitted aud received in the same way as ¢id It is cagy (0 pall ool house down but I:l(l)t
radio waves.” i i to erect a habitable house over the -

; —at the SO easy ’

When ?ev;;{(;r;ﬁcntR(z(fhtll'le é?&ﬁ?ﬁ:})\imm at debris. }Ve-Pl\qave a c{earf degn“(,)ex}strfntloﬁe?ae;t _
1op-searet. g ican Midlands— m- driving the Ranas out of p ! R
Malvery in fhe e ezalgcl)?llllc(iisbewiscccscd although it was pleasgnt business vyhen it wai
pletg,ll‘a_zgg(x;;lsh:ler‘rg %Hcltll(rwer the world. and notla wise step. India was very instrumenta
o o a5 houncod cimmltane- in this. _ _ o
howsands of LA "?9’1.(1”’-’(‘5« ,,thllé,»ngi[ Of course there is a philosophy justifying
ously {reoy carth sut iy wing beamad 1o crrors and consequent ruml.and misery wixtlcp ‘
sontineyts, i laims that only that way lies progress. It is

€ j il at Jlaser claims A ] ‘

o Dkallyk Maar:é ra((:i(;rrlflsl;;?gg tel:isy. T.V. too easily taken for granted that reform is n(());(‘
wou]ddmi te':o;sywou‘d be able to catch and possible except througl}dt}g ruu}o?s pr(I)Jce?aSge’rs“i
bransmit. pic cchoes in the same way that mis-calculation and avoidable misery. L aders
transmit ?‘?‘tﬂrc C ick up radio waves, and prone to idealism but incpt in execution indu gf?f
radm. e 1'mWaflzl vx:ould pick up and relay in these.experxments and give them the nameto ‘
e and alrcr'n ictures  with military Revolution and when the consequences areT%o,;
[a?er betegms cartyme p sad for explanation md&llge clln self-pity. . ng
infon mation. ray le of Nepal wanted good government a

its 1 ial use for a death ray” the people o P 2 : . d;
DQ;) its {’[Ozti(;zlm;]~cl}];<;1'ltf or s;id “If Znough that could haveBbeqn fasély'tafvhls‘{}el(ci)ugllltthtlt'il;i
swor is fod in chine it's i help of India. But instead, it wa
i into the laser machine iU’s intense, ' . t
Fofv:{tecr:(;lsllf(‘f%emfl:cissed through lenses to turn it the people tlnrgte}? fg)én pfé{éaﬁeﬁggrgaﬁg:?:d
int i ic burning glass which could pierce ment in place of the ] a4
u}:@oka g;)gm;tlc u ; everything was done to destroyhlthe atter, ;Z:d
e Soe: i i ith and branch, leaving thoroughly mismanaged ™
“ ientists seriously consider that with an : . . :
Spme Sc,l,ePtls}slcem to yfocus the power, it situation for the wmlql to draw lessons‘fr?ntz,
élé%lrxgie)tmlggg il(l)tO a death ray. But the pro- and for the Communist powers to mampuag ’
blems™in this. research have made it seconcliie‘l:;)_r OnS%urh:sorgf)I:s.zo demonstiated the same sad :
at th?’ m°me‘_‘t to the T.V. and rada.r PP truth—that it is not so wise to give uri wl(liat ;}0&
uo’?lslé repart quoted a scientist from the have in hopes c.onstrucfteczl in S;Ztii: ogasaci‘
Malvern Establishment as predicting that in exaggerated notl%ns Igce o?svc}:at " destho ye‘tiy ‘
e e Yok e scientifi feangrbil[ny (;f av?\ﬂagrlleettx?att&kge;n:l)?sis of the present situati‘o@

i le to push buttons on our T.V. sets  Ap . he oL

:gg]%ect:givibdeirectpbroao\asts from almost any las been furmshqd by a Emls}\;ﬁgtr;g??:diaﬁ?’
f the-world will have been proved. who, after a scathing attack on A s
Paf‘t]?hereeis no reason why we should not be representative of the IéN S'ecrg:t;;g; ?fg_; '3
i i he colleagues are doing in ,. Wiff
imultaneous T.V. broadcasts from and t > :
g)lﬁgigssg etseisrféns in Washington andl the }1p that tizea Itigsr;lle };iz c?}?ée a‘r g}i (e:ri:iu ;h; rl;ggg\fed 4
iet i where else in less neutralist he >rved:
tslilep \r::)rrlfd §,ov1et in Moscow or any anarchy ” which prevails in Congo..

p .
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THE ROLE OF NEUTRALS IN UN.

The neutrals made their presence felt in the
United Nations chiefly in sponsoring the resolu-
tion calling for an Eisenhower-Kurushehey mee-
ting and the role they played in the Vote on the
China issue. 1t was their view. as expressed by
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Neliru, that an
Eisenhower-Khrushchev meeting might help (o
-melt “this glacier * * * that has comc to surro-
und us.”

The main U. S. manoeuvre in bringing about
the resolution’s defeat accordine to the New
York times, involved the deletion from the reso-
lution of all reference to Mr. Eisenhower and
M. Khrushchev. “Aficr that. an angry Mr.
Nehru withdrew the resolution altogether since
it had lost its “ moral approach.”

[n the China vote hoth the U.'S. and Con.-
munist  bloc politicked  hard among  (he
neutrals to gain their support. The neutrals
accounted for a large proportion of the votes
aganst the U.S. resolution and of the absten-
tions.  To that extent, the U.S. had lost ground
in the struggle for the neutrals.

Many observers also felt that the U.S. jad
won a costly victory in defeating the resolution
for an Eisenhower-Kh: ushchev meeting. The
neutralists were clearly angered at the U.S,
role. The Russians, in contrast, had escaped
antagonizing the neutrals by simply standing
aside from the controversy and abstaining on
the vote. ““Khrushchev won a victory without

lifting a finger,” was the way one Soviet bloc
delegate put it.”

Nevertheless, the feeling has persisted that
the U.S. has been somewhat tardy in its efforts
to court the neutral leaders—several of whom
have already returned home—and has failed to
-take full advantage of the opportunities pre-
‘sented by their presence in the United States.

. “The neutrals probably will not organize a
+formal bloc. Mr. Nehru'and some of the other
-neutralist leaders are known to believe that such
-a step would only tend to solidify the already
.too rigid alignments in the U.N. Nevertheless,
it is clear that the neutrals-over the past three
weeks have drawn closer together and recogni-
o&ed certain common interests in international
«dealings. Mr. Nehru himself, who has always
«schewed the role of spokesman for a neutralist

;grouping, virtually accepted that role at the cur-
-fent Assembly session. ‘
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SOUTH AFRICA AND THE

COMMONWEALTH

South Africa has decided to become a Repub-
lic on the strength of alittle over 70.000 in a
recent Referandum. South Afvica’s total popu-
lation is aboul nine mitlion, but franchise is res-
tricted to fewer than two wmiliion white adults,
[Cis interesting (o note, says Thought that less
than 1°6 million votes exercised their right.

In view of the importance of the issue invol-
ved, the margin by which the opponents of Sous
th Africa’s ties with the British Crown have
won has to be emphasized.  The Republicans’
victory in South Africa cannot be said to be a
great moral gain cven with the frame of refer-
ence Dr. Verwoerd's Government has been
popularizing.  The number of votes it polled
within the restricted franchise is manifestly
smaller than that of the opponents and the abs-
taincrs.  [ven the white population of South
Africa docs not thus scem to be enthusiastic
about the political gymnastics  which  the
Nationalists have been indulging solely for re-
taining power.

thdessinere is a revolt, and that too soon
enough, South Africa should be regarded to
have opted not only for Republicanism but also
for scverence of connection with the Common-
wealth, though by itself the vote does not neces-
sarily mean so. Therc are several Republics
within that organization. Ever since India deci-
ded to be a Republic and yet remain within the
Commonwealth, attitude to the British Crown
has not been the only criterion of its member-
ship. What India, Pakistan and Ghana have
done could very well be a precedent for South
Africa.

The Commonwealth need not certainly be

proud of having South Africa.in its midst. Sou-

th Africa’s unabated attempts to create for the
coloured and black pcople virtually the situation
of a vast concentration camp is an unpreceden-
ted scandal. ‘ Nevertheless, membership of the
Commonwealth enforces a degree of moral dis-
cipline. The Commonweath therefore will have

to be patient and farsighted to see if in spite of

the recent referendum South Africa could not

somehow be kept within its fold. If nothing
else the South African Nationalists should not
be allowed to have the satisfaction of help from - -
outside in their secessionist ambitions. Let the
South African Government itself decide whether = .

republicanism is a mandate for secession.

FANUARY 19611}

THE FUNCTION OF EDUCATION

Dr. John E. Owen of the University of New
Mexico, U.S.A. offers in The Aryan Path
ideas of great value to educators today. An
education which is liberal in the true sense
would create a questioning temper of mind
while respecting the value of tradition it would
not be afraid, hie says, to combine rcason with
revelation or to break the bounds of narrow
orthodoxies that cannot fuliii the enlightened
demands of the intelleet.

* <« A liberal education, in any country, would

. awaken the realization that value inheres in

v

other religions than its owm, and that other
cultures with different traditions have prodqced
their own prophets who pe;celved various sxgies
of the prism of truth. This type of education
would instil the sense of participating 1 the
religions of mankind, transccngjmg“locahsms
and provincial fixations of doctrine (““ the one
true faith ” dogma) through the knowledge
that the ultimate values and goals of all faiths
are fundamentally identical. To quote Yro-
fessor Hocking. * Whatever in its nature belongs
to all men will be sought by all men—this is the
principle which is automatically making for
world unity.” A liberal faith is willing to
receive truth wherever it may be fopnd, includ-
ing cultural traditions other than its own. It
is not afraid to expose its world-view to the
same tests of intellectual morality that have
been found valid in other areas of human
experience, nor is it unwitling to revise its con-
ceptions to keep pace with man’s growing know-
ledge of the universe. lis validity js not
_grounded upon any set body of unchanging
" doctrine, and its psychological certainty is that
‘of being on the right road rather than at the
end of a religious journey.

.- A further_sphere for the functioning of the
‘educative process'is that of ensuring liberation
‘from mediocrity, from the cult of the average
and from the pressure of “ the herd mind.”

1" ¢« Conformity to a mass pattern and * adjust-
ment” to the standards of a group are shoddy
educational goals. Progress seldom originates

- with majorities. It is rather from the heretic,
the nonconformist, the creative thinker and the

rophet who has the ability to see through the
smjustices and hypocrisies of his age that progress

’q‘?g‘ sually ensues. As Baron James of Rusholme,

- has pointed out if our democratic faith means

;;anything, it means that society must be prepared

;ﬁo tolerate heretics. It is highly essential that

»

-
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the crowd standards of the public mind be
constantly scrutinized, he claims, by a minority
possessing a keener intelligence, a more en-
lightened conscience and a more discriminating
wisdom than the majority. The two great
strecams of thought to which Western civiliza-
tion owes the most were founded by Jesus and
Socrates, men who were alike in that they were
both persecuted as heretics by their own age.

INDIANS IN AFRICA

Prime Minister Nehru has told Indians in
Africa that thay need have no fear of their
future if they understood the changing condi«
tions and co-operated with Africans.

< The future of Indians in Africa will necess»
arily depend upon their friendly relations which
the Africans 7, a letter received at Nairobi on
December 27 from the Indian Prime Minister’s
Office said.

The letter, was in reply to Mr. V. Boal, Editor.
Tanganyika Herald, published from Dar-ese
Saleam. Mr, Boal had written to Mr. Nehru
that 50,000 Indians living in Tanganyika were.
in danger of being wiped out unless they got
guidance and assistance from their motherland.

 Africa is in a state of deep ferment. This
fact must be realised by everybody. It should:
also be realised that the ultimate future of
Africa must necessarily lie in the hands of
Africans themselves. Not even the great
powers can prevent that... We must welcome
this.”

The reply said that while the Government ox
India was certainly interested in safeguarding
the legitimate interest of Indians, the fact was
that it was Indians themselves in Africa who
were in the best position to deal with theif
future. e

“ Anyone to expect that revolutionary chane
ges in Africa can be stopped is to nourish an
illusion. But there should be no reason why
Indians should have any fear about their future:
if they understand the changing conditions and:
co-operate with them.”

In any event, being afraid did not help and’
for them (Indians) to think of coming back ta
India in large numbers was undesitable, the
reply added. .

Mr. Nehru advised them to face the sxiuatwﬁ«
with courage and sympathise with “African

movement for freedom.



THE CRISIS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS

Fifteen years aficr its birth the United Nations

is faced with a crisis similar to the one faced hy

the Leaguc of Nations.  No onc will deny, says

Mr. Sachin Roy in the Radical Humanist, that

since_ May last the world sitnaiion has worsened
considerably,

_“The world organisation is facing a serious
situation as a result of the Russian attitude to-
wards Mr. Hammarskjoeld.  No one will deny
the valuable contributions made by the U.N .-
many times in the last fiftcen years the world
came (0 the brink of the third world-war and
the situation was saved by the UN. It is true
that_the U.N. has sailed to stop war altogether
but it has prevented to spread into a globul war.
In the above context it is peeessary to examine
th;: Charter (0 see whether a change is possible
without destroying the, U.N.”

_Since the inception of the U.N. many sugges-
tions were put lorward by the leaders of (he
pations to change the charter of the organisation
to meet the new conditions of the international
situation.

“Interim  Conunitice, Peuace Observation
Commission, the Little Assembly, the Acheson
Security Plan arc some of the devices which
were evolved to overcome many of the difficul-
ties which the United Nations had to mecet.
Chapter XVIII of the Charter provides for two
different procedurcs of revision. The ordinary
method is the adoption of an amendment by
two-thirds of the members of the General
Assembly. But Article 108 provides that
“ Amendments thus adopted take effect for all
Members of the United Nations when they are
ratified by two thirds of the Members, including
all the permanent members of the Security
Council.”  Article 100 provides the other alter-
native for amendment.”

* So long as the present East-West cold war
persists, the procedure for revising the Charter
will temain a dead letter. Without any effective
change of heart nonc of the proposed improve-
ment in the machinery of the United Nations is

" possible.

- “In the present atmosphere of the inter-

‘national power politics change of behaviour

and de jure revision of the Charter are equally
remote. The demise of the United Nations wiil
create a serious vacuum. Whatever may be
the defect of the United Nations no one will
disoute its usefulness. The world powers should
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evolve a more rational plan to strengthen the
United Nations and to make it more cffeciive
without formal revision of the Charter so that
it can meet the present world situation. To-day
peace  between the world  Powers does not
depend on the UNL, but the VN depends on
peace between the world Powers. Let us hope
that the United Nations will survise its present
erises.”

BERUBARI WITHOUT PASSION

On the issue of the transfer of Berubari
Union to Pakistan, West Bengal has a pluusible
case on humanttarian grounds, says Thought.
The Berubari Union in Jalpaiguri district of
that State has a sizeable population of refugees
from UCast Pakisoun, whodove been resettled and
rchabilitated there at considerable cost and
ellort. '

“Transfer of the territory to Pakistan in”

terms of the Nchru-Noon Agreement of 1958
would involve uprootinent of those resettied and
might start a fresh influx of retugees for the
Government West Bengal to rehabilitate all
over again. For Dr. B. C. Roy’s Governiment,
winch s sull burdened with a huoge contingent
of unsettled East Pakistan rclugees, and which
has currently on its hands a fresh contingent of

some 2,(_)00 or more refugees from Assam, this
would indeed be adding to burdens already:

heavy by any reckoning.™ .

It seems to be overlooked, says Thought, that
the Nehru-Noon negotiations camc at the apex
of a series of border incidents that at one time
looked like irretrievably forcing the two couns
tries of this sub-continent into a conflict not
excluding war eventually.

** Thosc incidents were, moreover, a legacy
of uncertainties and Jack of clarity in respect 0
border arcas left over since the Partition if
1947. Statesmanship and bold vision demanded
that in circumstances steps be taken to neutra-
lize that dreadful drift. This background—and
the objective the Agreement sought and seek!
to achieve—should alone be a warning agains!
the unthinking pressure West Bengal has lately
been building up. But there is an additional—
and vital—fact which West Bengal’s leadert
would do well not to ignore. The Nehrw
Noon Agreement is a solemn undertaking fasbid
ned on a basis of give-and-take. Mathemati@@ﬁ
28 square miles of Indian territory are to: B
exchanged for 17 square miles of Pakistan’s
But the slight advantage this seems to give %
Pakistan is crucial to India neither ‘strate&iﬂﬂ?

 ‘heir main stake in the fertile Waite Highlands,"

e
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nor in terms of wealth or population. Bc:51des,f
in the perspective of generations to come and o
the future of the which sub-cpntmg:nt, the arca
now scemingly yiclded to Pakistan isa concesion
sanity and history.”
v yTl—IE REVyOLT OF AFRICA
In this extraordinary age we are watching an
entirely new world heing hammered out on the
anvil of time, says Clara M. Codd in The
sophist.
Th‘e:o(é)nlelcurrcnt event, ominous and yet full of
promise, is what Teall the Revolt of Africa. It
naturaliy fullowed the Revolt of Asia, agltatorsf
excluded. The dark-skinned man has plenty o
intellivence ; he does not watch what s happen-
ing in Asia without feeling the same desie fqr
freedom within himself. He may not use t.hAF
freedom wiscly, but any caged bird desires
passionately to fly. The day of tyhc.dommatlon
of any race by another is over. This means the
doom of the colonial system as understood in
days gom,’AbSyIANS IN EAST AFRICA
The days of the wiinic man i lack nu
are very definitely numbered, says . Alastair
Mathesan in the Hindustan Times. But what
is the future of the Brown man—the peopl?
from the Indian subcontinent, more thfm a
quarter of a million of them living all along the
st Coast of Africa? )
Ea-s‘tf decade ago these Asians, Smarting u1.1'der
the colour-bar restrictions which they experien-
ced in common with Africans, tended to side
with emerging Afrvican nationalists 1n thetr
ruggle against European supremacy. .
o Bﬁf thegdrastic changes taking. place all over
the African continent, not least 1n Eastern
Africa, have placed the Asians in an entirely
different situation. The Africans with whom
they once allied themselves now see their own

' independence almost within reach and the tide

of black nafionalism in running strongly all
over the continent.” )
Far from being allies, the Asians now find

" themselves branded by African politicians as an

“ijmmigrant race,” lumped together with the
whites as exploiters of Africa. )
" «The short-lived era of racial partnership

- which offered such scope to the various Asian

communities of Kenya, Uganda and Tangan-
yika is fast disappearing after less than five
ears’ trial. ‘ .

y Many Asians regard their future 1n _East

- Africa with apprehension. While the white

settlers have concentiated on agriculture with

the Asians have a vast investment in property,
especially in the growing, modern cities of
Nairobi, Kampala, Mombasa and Dar-es-
Salaam. .

Today the Asians of Kenya are wavering
between a policy of siding with the whites in an
attempt to slow down the pace of this British
colony’s advance towards independence and
African rule and the alternative of supporting
the Africans in the hope of securing a small
“place in the sun” as a reward from an anti-
African government,” . _

Biggest drawback to the over-all influence
which the Asian community could exert -hqs
been its own bitter communal divisions, princi-
pally the gulf between the Hindus and- the
Muslims, fanned by events in India after parti-
tion.

The Asians, says Mr. Mathesan, are not
entirely free of the blame they are now receiv-
ing.

«In the past many shopkeepers tended to
overcharge Africans for scarce essential items -
such as Vsugar, and the Asian habit _of *im-
porting ' relatives from India to work in family
businesses and factories denied employment
opportunities to African trainees. ' '

The thoughtless attitude of a few Asians in
the past is now coming home to roost—with a
vengeance. This is especially the case In
Uganda where the plight of Asians has. become
so\)desperate that thousands have streamed out
into Kenya and Tanganyika, and others have
returned to India.” )

A vicious boycott of all Asian shops and
Asian merchandise has hit hard at the pockets
of Kampala merchants. ]

«“]t is estimated that the drop in theit
revenue for the past year is nearly $1,00Q,GOQ
and swift retribution has been dealt to apy
African daring to defy the boycott campaigp.
Some have been killed, many beaten up and
hundreds intimidated. » =

Earlier this year the position of Kenya's
150,000 Asians also began to deteriorate with 4
deliberate pattern of assaults, robber;gs‘apé
insults against Asians.” ‘

“But in Kenya and Uganda queues of Asiam
.at passport and shipping offices _testllfyjto_;tlg
panic which has gripped ,thls’mmo,rlty grouj
following events in the Congo.’ Ty

Few. Asians want to leave East Afri
what they know will be a lower standard
life in India or Pakistan which some have;,_i
seen. X :

O
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ISRAEL AND THE AVRICAN
CONTINENT

Israel, savs Medel Kobaniv in the Jonish
Frontier, is Tast becoming a AMocen und o sehoot
for countries of the v Fast and the Afvican
continent.,

* What with all the seminars and conferences
on labour problems, co-opcration, agricullure
and education reeentdy Beld here, with young
people from Burma, Ghana, Nigera studying
at the Hebrew University and tire ' cchnion, att-
ending agricultural schiools. living in kibbutzim,
eager to absorb in thie shortest tme the know-
ledge which helped Isracl overcome the problems
still plaguing their countiics. There js plan now
being discussed in the press to orgauize here an
international university solely for students of
underdeveloped countrics. with a curriculum
specially designed for their needs. 1t seems
that Tsrael has become the logical place for such
an institution, should it come into being,

PEKING, LHASA AND NEW DFILHI

Much of the present controversy and blood-
shed in Tibet can be traced 10 the document
signed in Peking in 1951. Red China’s present
position on the plateau and the currcet vii.,.
Indian differcnces siem from Peling’s manner
of interpreting and inplementing the provisions
of that accord, according to George Ginsburgs
in the Political Science Quarterly.

““ By the terms of the treaty the Dalai Lama’s
Government acknowledged that Tibet was part
of China, consented to entrust forcign relations
and defense to the Chincse authorities, agreed
to the establishment of a Military Aica Head-
quarters of the P.L.A. and a military-admini-
Strative committee on the plateau, acquiesced in
principle to a proposed program of future
socio-economic reforms in the tegion, and
promised loyally to aid the Chinese in frecing
Tibet from all imperialist influcnces. In return,
the Central Government undertook to preserve
the existing administrative system in Tibet,
granted the arca * regional autonomy > within
the Chinese state, and bound itscif not to
modify in any way the titles, rights, privileges
and powers of the traditional Tibetan official-
dom, on the solc condition that the Panchen
Lama, then residing in exile in China, be
reinstated in' his lawful birthright.

The Sino-Tibetan agreement in fact withdrew
the Tibetan question from the international
arena.” .

Pekings initial moderation and apparent
willingness to respect Tibetan institutions and

PHE INDIAN REVIEW

[ JANUARY 1961
with China’s public acceptance
ol the priveiple of peecetul co-cxistence led to
the total elemination of fur o anfluences from
the Hibeinn plutcay.

customs, coupicd

T Belicving that Red China would abide by
ihic 1951 avrcement oo would preserve the
region as an autonomous bullfer zone between
Clhina and hadin, Nehruoaceeded 1o China'’s
repeated requests Tor i fcrmination of all the
ponvileges which the Indian covernnent had

mbersied from its colonial cra and which it con-
tmucd 0 cnjoy after achieving independence.
With the conclusion of the Sine-Tndian agree-

ment of 1954, the Tast Gnpos in foraign foree
in Tibet was removed.  Indian garrisons in the
trading posts were evacuated - ey MISSions
Were o doro, nenacaiad as of right, but only

on the basis ol strict reciprogity ; a trade agree-
ment for Tibet was signed wiih (he Chinese in
Peliiono loneer with the Tibetans in Lhasa ;
and all nstadlations licre to fore owned and occus
pied by the Inditan governnent swere sold and
transferred to the Chinese authoritics. In 1956
Nepal followed India’s example and surrendered
what few special privileses she had enjoyed in
Ui vivas el et adpoiiine. their common
1‘|’oxjuicr.”“

The measurcs that China has taken since 1951
to strenathen ber initially precarious foothold
in Tibet have now provided the means for
further penctration to tiic south and south-cast.
Both areas of significant Chincse advance into
Indian territory in Ladakh and south of Yatung
are terminal points of major highways con-
structed during the last cight years by the so-
called People’s Liberation Army. To the
military preponderance and communications
supremacy is now added a third factor, the
threat of population domination only, -the
northern approaches to the Indian plains.

“ What are, in cffeet, ollicially sponsored
migrations of Chincse settlers into Tibet have
been proceeding at a considerable, and ever
increasing, rate during the past five years. Mao
publicly stated, as far back as 1952, his desire
to sce ten million souls permanently residing on
the highland within the foresecable future,0

~Should this plan be fulfilled, a population ten

times greater ‘than the one which has tradi-
tionally occupied the plateau will be facing the
relatively empty, and inviting, spaces across the
Tibetan-Indian frontier. And populations, like

cold air, tend to move from high pressure to.
lower pressure areas.

. Why has ¥ ‘ :
%%%vemment as proper and reasonable. Wty ha _ Wage a war, T . R

JA‘.NUARY 1961}

READERS’ DIGEST a7

In short, unless drastic steps are undirt?(icrer;
by New Delhi without delay, the outloo  for @
successful containment of Red China a e
indian-Tibetan border secdrixs \llerys(tixlég‘l;y dim

it
as the hopes once so fqp )CC‘ICI' e most
Foreign I())Fﬁccs that Tibet’s _m‘\pogsllﬁ%lgan:ge
i ight assistan
scape, with some slight asst : } the
Tibitan army, would defeat any Ch}ns‘sc mvt:;e
sion. Should such c:ouxfxyfiexmiasmest (not o
noin i i i number,
ken In time or in sullicien
:ip;rcussions could prove fatal for t’l3c free
world’s survival on the Axian continent.

RAJAN Al EIGHTY-THREE o
The Swarajva of Dec. 10 carries well merlsttzf
tributes to the character and public Ser\t]“fnan
_Sri C. Rajagopalachari the veteran ﬁta e:iters
“mow on the threshold of 83. Among the g pers
“are Sri Munshi, Mr. Ruthnaswamy, (}){ a
Joseph, V. P. Menon. lswar Dutt and v
Krishna lyer. Rajaji at 83 is just WhSati\KZunshi
known him for several decades, says tr'l unsh
—< astute, subtle and vastIX intellectual, wise,
] i iderate. ‘
dIS‘Kifgltf‘]i?g!)Clgnj:ifjr whicn most men _».vould
like to retire to well-earned rest, Ragil{lle ggg
come forward with flaming. zeal tofrtte1 oue our
hard-won freedom from the hands o tlk ® Whe
talk the language of frecdom but wa
footsteps of the totalitaric s,

His life has been inspired by a deep spiritual -

. h q
in a sense, with Rajendra Prasa
Iﬁ?:l?:rrésatrllg l1;1rivi1ege of having been ﬁplfltu?;la)ll[
closer to Gandhiji than his other g
, ers. _ . '
fO}{%WRajaji, the mission to wh\ph k;e lse(—:iltlgdr :
not political one; it is 2 spiritual on o re
‘establish the dignity of the cpm?lxo Juan g
for, he has faith in God as also in 1: e Gsfndhiji‘
mis’sion of the Motherland. He, hlfere e I
again, views politics‘ or Sot(‘:rlal welfa
: iritual growth, )
wﬁgr%f‘ gggnspg;tcl; Ig have called hl;\l} %1:1;
Bhishma Pitamaha ; and’ rightly, for his

been a life dedicated ito Dharma in all its

1 i i bl

,’qapects, anc,l it is difficult to ’xmagme a nobler
tﬁn\;\llen\:}g% him many more years of beneficent
“activity and fruitful service to the nation.
77 «NO WAR” WITH Ay

‘ ‘ i §si0

i itical .of particular acts of emi

i r\go};gr:liz?ion, Chos)ringhee the Calcutta V;;:}Elyl
ommends the foreign policy of the e

*China chosen the path of aggression? th asks.’

The “{riends > of China, the Comr_numsts in
India and their allies who are hostile to thp
Prime Minister of India, fqr reasons ‘of _th_eu'
own, have attacked the Indian policy in giving
asylum to Dalai Lama and Tibetan refugees.

« The latter came mostly from the North-
East. They might have been pursued. Sl;ould
we havze handed over them back to China? By
what International standard of politics, ethics,
justice and equity such an opinion has been
made ? Such a suggestion comes only from
those who have vulgarised sog:;ahsm and thrown
to the winds all canons of justice and‘-‘huma’:
nism. The very idea is nauseating ':l‘nd ‘ these”
people would hand over even their children
in the name of the present ideology they believe
in. The democrats, progressive people, decent
men and women should realise that a refund
to a neighbour in “distress” would have been tal
negation of * Peace and frlendshlp“ vyx}(
Nations.”” Ther¢ are, however, many ”th.xc -
headed ™ people with a * master ,f)f all ”” idea
and they can never be convinced.

stitutio-
Take Nepal. In the newly won con

nal i'obrm of Government, they owe a lot ‘t(i
India. By trade, economic and commercia
relations India has been the only help in the
past as the later would continue to be so in the
future.

« But the attitude which Nepal has taken on
the Sino-Indian border dispute is distressing
for India. It has been an astonishing piece of
chicanery. But does it mean that India should
give up friendship with Nepal?  Or thathndla
should not have helped Nepal in the past ? We
don’t think the critics of Indian Foreign policy
would say that. Letus be clear about Sxkkgm
and Bhutan. They are Independent countries.
tied to us by Treaty and mutual obligations
with other countries as well. If Voluntarllyv
and willingly they like to walk into the camp of
China we have very llttle,}oglc on our side to
go on war on that account

With the understanding about i.ntentions gf :
the Chinese people, says Chowringhee, India
must continue the policy of peace and friend-
ship with all nations.”

« We must know how to deal with the present
situation, short of war. The Indian Pr_lmq
Minister must, however, strengthen the.borderi
and deal with the Chinese. -In conclusion,.wé
would like to say that preparedness is not ta
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Utterances

MR. NEHRU ON WORLD SITUATION

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha on 20th Dccem-
ber on world situation especially after dramatic
occurrences in Algeria, Congo, Laos, Fthiopia,
Nepal etc. Nehru said :

* Looking at this picture all over the world
I have the feeling that we have arrived at some
acute crisis in world’s history. An acutc crisis
in the failure of the United Nations which
ir:;pres_ents the worfld communuity, an acute crisis

vartous parts of the world like Africa :
South-EastL:\sia. vorld like Africa and

People talked about legal governments and
rebels, but no one knew who was the rebel
one day and who the legal government. It
was open to one sct of powers to recognise one
group as the legal government and the others
as rebels, while another group recognised the
rebels as the legal government and the others
as rebels. One had to make one’s choice. If
they favoured one group, they could call them
the legal government and those whom they
did’nt like become rebels.

For some years before, there had been a
- tendency towards relaxation of tension and
gradually working upto the summit. But owing
to the failure of the last summit, or for some
time before, this tendency was reversed and
nothing has happened yet to check this pro-
gressive deterioration.”

J. P.’s PLEA

. The hope that, after the next general elec-
t{ons,. India would have * a national government
constituted of the best talents in the country
irrespective  of party membership or non-
membership, rather than merely a party
government ”’, was expressed by Mr. Jaya-
prakash Narayan, Sarvodaya leader, in an
exclusive interview to * Indian Express ” at
Madras on 29th December.

Mr. Narayan remarked : * It is
) : perhaps too
early to speak of this but, if this mattelP were
given some thought now, the whole character
even of the general elections might change.”

~“ What India needs today,” he decl “q
@ national effort and not m)érely a parfyr t:)cke li
4o not think that any party, including the
‘Congress Party which is the biggest of them, is
_strong enough and has the necessary personnel
.and the moral resources. to solve the problem
joh the country faces so urgently.”

of the Day

CHURCHILL'S APPEAL

Siv Winston Churchill said that 1961 opened
on a * disturbed scenc” and he made an appeal
for international unity.

Making his first public comment on political
affairs since he broke a small bone in_his back
in November. Britain’s  86-year-old elder
statesman declared on 2nd January, *The
three great forces which sustain the Free World
—the British Commonwealth and Empire, the
United States of America and Europe—must
combine cver closer, not merely locally where
our problems show an immediate community of
interest, but throughout the world. Only then
can wec march towards a futurc of limitless
expectation 7,

LYNDON JOHNSON ON DISARMAMENT

L. Johnson, who becomes Vice-President of
the U.S. on January 20, addressed the opening
session of 200 legislators from the NATOC
countries at Washington last month.

The major theme of his address was that the

-parliamentarians of the world in the decade

of the 1960°s face the challenge of courageously
dedicdting themselves to stamp out *“ the eternal
causes of war—human wants, injustice and
inequality, ignorance, illness and all else.”

“1If free men are to hope for the day wher
they can safely lay down the instruments of
war,” Mr. Johnson said, “they must be af
work now disarming the old causes of war.”

POPE'S X’MAS MESSAGE

Pope John, broadcasting the third Christmat
message of his reign appealed to the world™
leaders to ““act honourably in these days of
general danger.”

The Pope said,  The news, even more grave,
of the storms which rage .-over sof¢
parts of the world, and threaten not only the
social order but, more important, many soul
weak and unstable rather than of ill-will o1
wicked, moves us, in the Christmas appeal tc
direct a word to, these who have the highes
responsibilities in the public and social sphert
and to invite them, in the name of Christ, t¢
place their hands on their breast and ac
hogourably in these days of general danger.”

“ Do not avail yourselves on them to drive t¢
ruin conscience as yet unformed or wavering
Have a sacred terror of spreading those germi
which desecrate love, break “up the family

mock religion and lo o
social order. osen the fogndatxons of Eh«

Political

TRANSFER OF BERUBARI

Last month we published the gist of the state-
ment made by Mr. Nehru on this vexed question

- of transfer of Berubari to Pakistan. On Dec.
20 the Lok Sabha adopted the Constitution
Amending Bill and the Merger of Acquired
Territories Bill to give effect to the Nehru-
Noon Agreement involving the transfer of
Berubari Union along with other boundary

. adjustments.

“.  Opposition was more to the principle of the
transfer of Berubari, rather than to the details
of clauses in the Bills. Mr. Nebru’s reply to

. the debate on the first reading lasted an hour.

Towards the very end, Mr. Nehru said he
would not hesitate to admit that he had made a

' mistake in not sending a formal letter about the
‘Berubari Agreement to the West Bengal Govern-
ment and asking for its acceptance.

The final voting on the Bill was 328 in favour
and 47 against. Two members abstained.

The House

also passed the Acquired Terri-

tories (Merger) Bill for which no special voting

was needed.
Bill.

‘Regarding the transfer ~Dr. B. C. Roy~

Lafer Rajya Sabha also passed the

observed : ¢ Right or wrong, the Prime Minister
(of India) has come to an agreement with the
Pakistan Prime Minister. I do not want it to be
said in the world that our country did not
honour his word. Mr. Nehru is after all, the
%“Prime Minister of the country and I cannot
lower the prestige-of the Prime Minister.”
IKE-KENNEDY STATEMENT
President Eisenhower and President-elect John
Kennedy stated in a joint communique on Dec. 6
* that they discussed the main problems affecting
* peace, security and freedom in the world. |
The communique reaffirmed that the U.S. had
no territorial ambitions and did not seek to

ominate or control any nation. It said the U.S.
overnment had always sought and would con-

tinue to seek to safeguard peace in justice and
freedom for all people.
~ With regard to domestic problems, the out-
" going and the incoming Presidents discussed
questions related to the administration, national
security and the process of handing over the

- reins of Government.

The communique stressed that the two men
agreed completely that, in-conformity with the

. Constitution,

* jurisdiction in matters of conducing State affairs
" “until such time as he was replaced by his
._successor.

the President should maintain

o Si

‘RELEASE OF TARA SINGH

Master Tara Singh, the Akali leader, was
released from Dharamsala jail on 4th Jan.

Master Tara Singh, had been in detention
under Section 3 of the Preventive Detention Act,
since May 24, 1960.

Before the orders for the release of Master
Tara Singh were sent to Dharamsala, the Chief
Minister, Sardar Partap Singh Kairon, had con-
sultations with the Governor, Mr. N. V. Gadgil
and the high efficials of the Punjab Government.

Immedialely after his arrival the Akali leader
went inside the Golden Temple and remained
closeted with Sant Fateh Singh, the Punjab Suba
agitation * Dictator ” who entered the eigh-
teenth day of his * fast unto death.” .

REPRESSION IN GOA

The third National Conference of the Indian
Association for Afro-Asian Solidarity, at ,a
special convention on Goa on the second day of
its three-day session at Bombay last month con-
demned the  tyrannical Portuguese rule in the
colonies of Goa, Daman and Diu”’ and demand-
ed immediate withdrawal of the Portuguese
from India. '

In a resolution, the Conference also demanded
that the Government of India should adopt “a
forthright attitude ” for the solution of the Goa
problem in the immediate future.

Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali, one of the leaders of
the Afro-Asian solidarity movement, presided.
A large number of Goan nationalists in Bombay
and foreign observers attending the Conference,
reaffirmed support to the people of Goa, Daman
and Diu, in their fight against the Portuguese.

Mr. Khrushchev sent a message, addressed tg
Mrs. Rameshwar Nehru. It said : «“ Your Cen¢
ference has met at a time when the struggle.al
the people for freedom and national indepens
dence has entered a new, important phase, whe#
time has come for the complete abolition of the
disgraceful system of colonial oppression.”

‘¢ All those who are making their contributioe
to the attainment of this noble goal have th
deep sympathy and support of the Sovig
people.” ;

Mr. Khrushchev wished the conference su
and expressed his hope that its decisions:**'y
promote the great cause of the struggle of
peoples against colonialism.”” e
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BRITISH AID FOR INDIA

An agreement for a credit of Rs. 6.67 crores
from the Government of the United Kingdom
to the Government of India was signed at New
Delhi on Decc. 24.

Sir Paul Gore-Booth, the British High
Commissioner signed on behalf of the U. K.
and Mr. L. K. Jha, Scerctary, Ministry  of
Finance, Department of Economic Affairs, on
behalf of India This is the first agreement
that Sir Paul Gore-Booth has signed since he
became the High Commissioner recently.

The main features of the agreement arc that
the loan is not tied to any project—it can be
utilised for a broad range of imports from the
U. K. during the current year--and is repayable
in 20 years, the first instalment falling duc on
November 30, 1966.

With this the British Government’s assistance
for the Second Five-Year Plan totals a little
over Rs. 107 crores.

The rate of interest will be the same as that
currently applicd by the U. K. Treasury to a
loan for a comparable period out of the British

- Consolidated Fund on the same daie plus one-
fourth of one per cent for administrative
charges.

Speaking on the occasion, Sir Paul Gore-
Booth assured Britain’s co-operation in the
economic development of Commonwealth coun-
tries and other countries in Asia and Africa.
However, he said that the help depended on
the continuance of a vigorous and enterprising
economy in Britain and a highlevel of multi-
lateral world trade.

SHARING OF INDUS WATERS

The Bill authorising Britain to contribute
~nearly £21 million towards the cost of works
to distribute Indus waters between India and
Pakistan became law on Dec. 21. It was done
in the House of Lords by granting of formal
- Royal assent by a royal commission.

U. S. BUDGET
In his final budget this month, President
¢ Elisenhower will ask less for foreign aid than
last year, despite urgent State Department
: appeals for an increase to meet pressing needs
. in South Asia, Latin America and Africa, the

New York Times reported on its issue dated
- 28th December. :

Trade and Finance

AID FROM D.L.F. TO INDIA

The Governments of India and the United

States on Dee. S signed agreements covering
foans to this country towlling 1141 million
dollars (R+. 51.3 crores) by the U. S, Dcvelop-
ment Loan Fand. The loans are repayable in
rupees.  Fhese rupee payments are not car-
marked to pay foi caport of goods from India
and will not be a charee agaiust India’s balance
of payments,

The agreements represent the biggest single
cxecution of finalised loans by the U. S. Deve-
lopment Loan Fund made (o any country on
any one occasion. Including three other
loans approved by the Development Loan Fund
in respect of which apreements have not yet
been signed, the total of credits extended to
India amounts to 423.3 million dollars (Rs.
201.5 crotes).

FLOW O CAPITAL TO BACKWARD

ARLEAS

A Pakistan-Indoncsian resolution cailing for
a study of the feasibility of establishing inter-
national credit insurance organisations to help
nromote the flow of investment capital to the
under-developed countries won overwhelming
support of the United Nations Economic Com-
mittce on Dec. 8.

The measure won the approval of 54 nations
with none against.  There were nine absten-
tions—all members of the Soviel bloc @ Soviet
Union, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelo-Russia, Czec-

hoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Rumania and the

Ukraine.

The resolution also calls for a report on the
extension of existing national credit jnsurance
mstitutions,

U. S. BANK’S AID TO INDIA

The United States Government announced on -,

Dec. 28 an authorisation by the U. §. Export-
Import Bank of a $50 million (Rs. 24 crores)
credit to the Government of India for utilisas
tion during the Third Five-Year Plan. '

The credit is available for the import of U.S.
capital equipment both for the public and
private sectors. Allocations to the private
sector from this credit with primarily benefit
small and medium-sized business concerns. Re-

payment of the credit will be spread over 10

years beginning from 1966.

This is the sceond credit granted to the Gover:

nment of India by the U.S. Export-Import
Bank. _ The earlier credit for $150 million was
authorised in 1958 for India’s Second Plan,

Women’s Page N |
ALL-INDIA WOMEN’'S CONFERENCE 2 three-day State visit. She had already spent.

i -India Women's more than a week in severa pa OI ndia W‘ 'h
The 13th session of the All

her children. . .
~onference met at Surat on Dec. 27. Mirs. Mrs. Bandaranaike was received by Prime

i . ference. i i inet Ministers and
L resided over the con ister Nehru, besides Cabinet Min '
;llllleﬂ:;?led ?(r)l: apmore intensive drive for bett?r yﬂllgials. Her feminine shyness, noticeable as
ind higher education for girls so as 10 cnable she quickly reviewed the guard of honour, added
hem to make the fullest use of opportumtxﬁs ace to the smiling bows with which she gree-
srovided by the progress the country was mak- & 50 B (0w ts and admirers.
ng : ; When she was in Madras on Dec. 23 she told
éhe said it was necessary in.th1s”connect10tﬂ in a chat with pressmen that, “we are as anxious
o break down * the conscrvatism ” of plaren ¥ asyou are to settle the Indo-Ceylon problem
n the matter of higher Cdl‘:ca]tlonl‘fo\;i%lllrvsf.)lun; once for all.”
The AIWC should work closel}
tary workers and try and persuade parents to MRS. Ntl“ th %O]Y Mo M. N
ir gi igher education and  Mrs. Ellen Roy, wife of the lats .M. N.
o e e s ::f{ng Roy, leader of the Radical Humanist movement
o ﬁ?;nﬁ:;mallgos?:llg gOWl‘; the following Pro- was fo}l:nd mlggdered. ian%/Iiggrll)ouL;s gﬁ'c]gg(\:stai%.,
. , through it for women ces at her residence in Dehra Dec. 14.
P goner flo? ﬂ;e AAlv;/(féiZwaelfar% policy which  Mrs, Roy (52), an American by birth, was
e rs thel ) a few years. engaged in the compilation of unpublished spee-
il SOAG thets VZlmk gg g'ar and );tarting of chgsgand writings of her husband, for which
Evaluatlondof V:Ixcl)lt-'-ls(caloeniendustries on a co-0pe- she had received a grant from the Government
COt’tag% ¥ Sr?z) Starting of condensed courses of India and the Rockefeller Foundation. .
oo e}gxs. sonnel for various services. (4)  She was the Editor of the Radical Humanist
%oin%rig;'ofltp glrlspossible sources of grants afpd a magazine published f;om L(/:[alclgtta’ tos h%rovg:-
ing . (5) Greater effort for gate the ideals of the late Mr. Roy.
?;allecillggIfllzlllllrlllisnegoilfge:tlerna(\l)vigilance' not only married to Mr. Roy in 1937. -
in retaining their freedom but in retaining and MRS. T. S. KUNJITHAM

e : by various pieces of ) X s s
iml'lsllar;igor:lghg;)cgr;f:;treidinté,rest in civic affairs  The Madras Corporation Council, at its in
egis .

ih hi e i hostels for wor- camera meeting on 4th Jan. adopted a resolu-
fhon hltherto_h ci(tsi)essatzfiutg%m?s{ particularly for tion appointing Mrs. T. S. Kupptl\mm asd th;
e um inco roup women and (9) Securing Education Officer of the Corporation of Madras,
medium mcf0£§r% Vags by voluntary organisa- in place of Mr. C. S. Arumainayagam, retiring
g?)za&oﬁe(l)p their village mobile medical work. from service from January 7.

This is stated to be the first time that a v_vo?
MRS. SUCHETA KRIPALANI man is posted as the Head of the Education

: i was on Dec. 12 i Corporation. Mrs. Kunji-
swlc\),{'x:. inS:: hflig étrﬁpéﬁ)rﬁ]etw Minister in the g;girtﬁ?:to;nﬁges‘ g}ulxj:us wami of Vi du‘tha{qg
14-member Council of Ministers of Uttar é’rg- is 51. She entered the Corporation service 11]1:
desh, . The oath of office was admlplstereR OY 1938 as a Headmistress. Three years ago, s ;
the State Cfovgrn,olrl,a sDéégi &?ﬁ?ﬁtﬁn%or&& gas appc;gntecéca;lso;lll: Lady Superintendent o

on . » ,

li Még . é(gg;srr:ilty Development, Labour and orporati IRL MARRIES -
I:?edium and Cottage Industries which were - CONFUCEI{/ISEIC{}I(IJ{AN o
i the new Ministry came _ o

z}mon% tilzlosebhel‘:lh’esggfef Minister, Mr. C. B.  The 77th lineal descendent of Confucius, Prof
1Clilttoptae & Kung Teh Cheng, says he was glad to have ai
‘ \ i i -in-law, :

RS. BANDARANAIKE American as h}s son-in W, o

"l‘he worll\:il’s first woman Prime Minister made _ Prof. Kung’s 20-year dr?éd dtz:;.ngh;qg; Ll\edsi:;
history on Dec. 29 when she took the salute at Il\,l}lc% Wet O-g%u?l% v‘frii lrxrilr?;ton o ; or Leiin
ial ion in a. foreign capital. M. Conger, 36, 1 - et te

o ceéerrigglall’rir;l%eplt\fi(i)giéter, Mrs.g Sirimavo years ago wl?rle he was on a1 .touxi gt;sdc\;metfi
g:dar?;aaike was accorded a warm welcome It is-the first time that a lineal dent:g

in New Delhi on Dec, 29 when she arrived for -Confucius has married a foreigner,

~
{
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L. GEN. THAPAR

Lt.-Gen. Thapar, who succeeds Gen., K. S.
Thimayya as Army Chicf of Staff, was com-
nissioned trom Saadhurst in 1926 and spent
the early part of his service for 10 years in the
Ist Punjab Regiment.  He is the Colonel of the
Rajputana Rifles Regiment,

During World War It Lt.-Geno Thapar
served for two years in Burma and later in the
Middle East and ltaly. 1lc held appointments
at the General Headquarters, as it was then

called, as Assistant Military Sceretary and later,

as a member of the Army  Reorganisation
Committee.  He also served with the British
Forces Headquarters at Aden as a First-Grade
Staff Ofhicer.

In carly 1946, he commanded the First Batta-
lion of the Punjub Repiment in Indonesia and
later the 161 Indian Infantry Brigade in Last
Bengal.  Other appointments held by him were
Director of Military Operations and Intelligence,
Chief of the General staff and Military Seere-
tary of Army HQ.

Lt.-Gen. Thapar commanded an infantry
division and a corps for about five vears hefore
his appointment as GL.O.C-in-C.. Southern
Command.  He was transferved oy G.O.C.-
in-C., Western Command in 1959.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mr. K. M. Cherian, Chief Editor of the
Malayala Manorama, Kottayam, was unani-
mously clected Chairman of the Board of the
Press Trust of India for.1960-61 at the meeting
of the Board held lust month.

QUEEN ELIZABETH

Queen Elizabeth who will come ta India next
month is England’s most effective Goodwill
Ambassador to the world. A hearty weclcome
is awaiting. She symbolises the common goal
of all the members of the Commonwealth,
peace and a good life for all upon this earth.
Her visit will be a most pleasant and rewarding
event for India as we are sure it will be a most
pleasant and cnduring experience for her,

Late Dr. P. K. ACHARYA

Dr. P. K. Acharya who died in Calcutta on
1st December. was a great Sanskrit scholar.

He was an authority on Hindu architecture
. and wrote seven volumes conigining; the:
tated Sanskrit text, an E
a detailed analysis of the/ar
called Manasara,

N

General

Dr. Acharya’s publications attracted inter-
national attention and the Government con-
ferred upon him the title of Mahamahopadhyaya
i recognition of his services *“in the promo-
tion of Sanskrit learning and in the ficld of
research.”

He was a valued contributor to  this journal
and has also sent an article for the forthcom-
ing Diamond Jubilee Number of this journal.
We effer our heartfelt condolences to the mem-
bers of his family.

YORTI D ALTITUDE RECORD

A UK. Navy Jet fiehter has broken the
world altitude record by chimbing up more than
27 kilometers (17 mifes) with a regulation load
of one ton. it wax anpounced an Poe, 15,

The Vigilance Attack  lighter (A-3)) reached
an altitude of 27,873 _meters to crack the
record sct last vear by a Soviet plane with an
altitnde of 200450 meters (67.096 feet).

The new wmack was o on Pith Dewl fast,
at the U.S. Air Foree base (Califoraia),  The

pilot was Muajor Leroy Heath, the navigator.

Licutecnant Henry Monroe.
POLUCLAURPATYE OF ANDHRA

We regret to report the death ot Kave Sar-
vabouma Kalaprapurna Sripada Krishnamurthi
Sastri, the Andhra Poet-laurcate at his residence
in Rajamundry on Dec. 28, Mr. Sastri was 96.
Mr. Sastri s survived by his wife and two
daughters.  'The onty son of his passed away
20 years ago.

Mr. Sastri was the author of more than 200
works in Telugu and Sanskrit.  His latest book
was a biography of Dr. Rajundra Prasad. He
had the unique distinetion of having translated
Valmiki Ramavanam, Maehakharatam and the
Bhagavatam into Telugu. e had written 25
dramas the most popular of them being
““ Bobbili .

MILLIONAIRES IN INDIA
In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Kalika Singh wanted

to know the number of millionaires or ¢ ¢crore-

patis” in India having assets of over a crore of
rupees.
The Minister of Revenue and Civil Expendi-

ture, Mr. B. Gopala Reddi, said that the num-

ber of non-company wealth-tax assessees as on
March 31, 1960, with net wealth of over a crore
of rupees was 28.
AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT
In our November number we published an
article on “Communit developmenty and Sarvo-
daya” by Shri Jayaprakash Narayan. We are

@ XYodebted to Kurukshetrg for the same,



BOOKS THAT HAVE INFLUENCED ME

One gift the Fairies gave me.........
The Love of Books, the Golden Key
That opens the Enchanted Door.
(Andrew Lang)

A SYMPOSIUM

Contributors : Rt. Hon. V. S. S. Sastri, Dr. Sir C. V. Raman, Mr. C. Jinarajadasa,
Justice M. C. Chagla, Dr. C. Rajagopalachari, Sri B. J. Wadia, Mr. K. Natarajan,
Mr. Dilip Kumar Roy, Smt. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy,
Mr. B. Sanjeeva Rao and Dr. Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar.

Paper Back Edition
Re. 1-50

G. A. NATESAN & CO., PUBLISHERS, MADRAS-I.

SELECT TALES

FROM

SANSKRIT DRAMATISTS

(In easy English Prose, on the model of Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare)

~ The Famous Plays of Kalidasa, Sri Harsha, . ‘“x ,
Bhavabhuti and Visakhadatta \‘, ﬁ,\,u&\ .

SARUNTALA, MALAVIRAGNIMITRA, UTTARARAMACHARITA,
NAGANANDA AND MUDRARAKSHASA.

The most popular Cheap Edition
Re. ONE only.

G. A. NATESAN & ‘CO,, PUBLISHERS, MADRAS-1.
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TO BE READY SHORTLY
60 YEARS

IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION

- THE INDIAN REVI|EW

(1900--1960)
DIAMOND JUBILEE NUMBER

The completion of sixty years of service to the nation is an occasion, you wil]
agree, worthy of remembrance and record [t is therefore proposed 1o isoue " iy

moration of this event, a special Diamond Jubilee Number to wlticlz. .vev.eral leading
men of the day in politics, religion, literature and social science are contributing .

CONTRIBUTORS .

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Pandit Nc'hru,.Hnn. Mr: B. P. Sinha,
H.E. Sriv. v, Giri, Sri R. K. Karanjia, Hon. Sri B. .’fll[l,_srl R. R. anvuka‘r,_ H. E.
Sri Bisnuram Medhi, Hon. Sri Kamraj Nadar, H. I Sri N. v, Gadgil, Sri P, A,
Gopalakrishnan, ICs, H.E.SriN. v, Pataskar, Prof. K. A. N. S‘:Mrmr. an. Dr. P,
Subbaroyan, Dr. V. Raghavan, Hon. Sri S. K. Sinha, Sri E, M. S. N;irrllwlx(lrrpz!cl, Dr.
M. S. Adiseshiah (Unesco), Sri V. T. Krishnamachari, Mr. O, G. Forster, Dy High
Commr. of UK, H. E. the Governor of Rajasthan, H. E the' Qovernor of Kerala
Hon. Speaker, Lok Sabha, Mr. Pattom Tha, . Pillai, Chier Minister, Kerala, H. F.
Rajpramukh of Kashmir, 1. o Y. N. Sukthanker,  Sri A, K. Chanda,
Sri K. P. Kasava Menon, Mr. N. Sanjeeva Reddi, H. E. Sri Sri Prakasa, Mr. K. M. Munshi, Dr. Sir

. P. Ramaswami Aiyer, Dr. P. §. Lokanathan, Shri v. p. Menon, His Grace the Archbishop of Madrns.
M. M. Dr. p. K. Acharya, Dr. B. Pattabh; Sitaramavyna, Dr A N. Bose, St. Nihal Singh, Smt. Sharml;}
Devi, Dr. U. p. Basu, Prof. M. Ruthnaswami, Sir Jehangir Ghandy, Mrs. HO S, 1L Panag Naomi
Mitchison, Mr. G. Venkatachcllam, Smt. Kamala Devi, Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon, Prof. D, K. Kane,
Dr. Visvesvaraya, Ry Hon. Malcom Macdonald, Pandi¢ Hirdaya Nath Kunzru, H. E, Padmaja Naj 1y,
Mr. Frank Moraes, H. E. Buddhis

t Archbishop of Latvia, H.E. Governor of Mysore, SriC. Raja-
gopalachari and several other distinguished writers.

VOICES FROM THE PAST

(Excerpts from articles contributed to the Indian Review)

They reveal the sagacity and vision of the men who tried to instruct and e
generation ; but whoge words writ

ntertain their
ten round about the first decade of the century have lost none of their
Power to touch the imagination of readers today.

Sir  Charles Arnold  White, Sarojinj Naidu, Romesh Chunder Dutt, Justice Ranade,
G. Subramania Iyer, Rt. Hon. Srinivasa §
i W

astri, Sir Frederick Grubb, Prof. M. Rangacharya, Dr. William

Miller, G. w. g, Russel, Prof. K. B. Ramanathan, Dr. Annie Besant, Glyn Barlow, Gopala Krishna
Gokhale, Frederick Harrison, Sir William Wedderburn, Lala Lajpat Rai, Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy,
- Krishnasami Iyer, H. W. Nevinson, Mahatma Gandhi, H.S.L. Polak and Sjr Rajendranath Mukerice,
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