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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN SHAKESPEARE®

By

Sri K. R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, M. A., D.Litt,
Professor of English, Andhra University, Waltair.

LECTURE 1
I

T is my duty at the very beginning to thank the authorities of your
I University for the honour they have done me by inviting me to
deliver this series of Extension Lectures. That this should have happened
during your Jubilee year is a matter of special pride and gratification to me,
and however belated, may I offer my felicitations to you on your achieving,
and advancing from, the first significant milestone of your meritorious

career ?

My subject is Shakespeare. 1 wonder now whether I was, after all,
altogether wise in choosing this subject. Having chosen my subject in
haste, I have since repented at leisure. Adventuring into the domain of
Shakespeare studies might be compared to the attempt to explore the riches
of an ocean. It seems so easy, so tempting, at first. You may begin at

* TLectures delivered at the Annamalai University on the 8th, 9th and 10th
March, 1955.
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over, and the sticky leaves of spring, the first buds of promise and new
fulfilment, were symbolized in Imogen, Perdita and Miranda, and so
Shakespeare—the London revels ended so far as he was concerned—returned
to the bosom of his family at Stratford-upon-Avon. The 4-period hypothesis,
originally associated with Professor Dowden, but since put forward by
many others in one or another form, is doubtless a means of ready
convenience, and becomes misleading or mischievous only when stated
in an extreme form as 'if Shakespeare had programmed it all in
advance and methodically executed a series of 4 Five Year Plans !
Shakespeare was no conscious experimenter or researcher, perfecting his
art as scientists perfect techniques in a laboratory; but his art
gained in power as he grew older and gained in experience or acquired
new graces at the expense of others incompatible with them, and there
was certainly a growing awareness of life’s complexity and variety, a
greater insight into the workings of the human mind, and a richer musjc
and a more piercing quality in his poetic utterance. The 2nd Lord says in
All’'s Well :  “The web of our life is of a mingled yarn, good and ill
together. Our virtues would be proud if our faults whipt them not; and
our crimes would despair if they were not cherish’d by our virtues”
(IV, iii, 67-70)." Here's the key to Shakespeare’s world, and the clue to
the labyrinthine involutions of his mind and the baffling vicissitudes of his
dramatic career. It is not as though we pass from room to room, from the
higgledy-piggledy store-room stacked with odds and ends to the lounge
where fire-place, piano, settee, radio and the rest chime together perfectly ;
from the lounge to the sick-chamber where lie men and women diseased in
body and soul, where life desperately resists the assault of death, where all
Hell’s dark angels crowd round the dying man to seize the departing soul,
where death at last loses its sting and the dying hero is seen clutching at
immortality ; from the sick-room again to another lounge, more subdued jp
its lighting but not less welcome to tired limbs and jaded minds, a veritable
haven of comfort and peace. No ; it is the same room all the time, and jt
is crowded with human beings who come and go, people compounded of

.

1 The text used throughout is Peter Alexander’s edition of Shakesl)eare s
complete works (1951).
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virtues and capable of crimes ; the bits of furniture are now tossed about in
confusion, now arranged in some order, now the room darkens as the sky
lours outside, now it brightens up as the Sun emerges from a cluster of
clouds: only the artist, who from time to time visits the room to portray
the movements, is maturing and mellowing in the pursuit of his calling.
Neither clowns nor villains are the privileged inhabitants of one particular
‘period’ alone; they are present throughout. There is the Porter in
Macbeth, the Fool in King Lear,; there are the Grave-diggers in Hamlet,
Autolycus and the Shepherds in The Winter's Tale. If Aaron figures in
Titus Andronicus and lago in Othello, if Richard Crookback and the
bastard Edmund are architects of evil, how about Don John in Much Ado
About Nothing and lachimo in Cymbeline? The Yorkist tetralogy of
Shakespeare’s youth is as full of the riot of human ambition and folly as
are some of the later plays, Troilus and Cressida, Macbeth, King Lear ;

and ‘ reconciliation ’ is the endnote of Much Ado, All’s Well and Measure
Sfor Measure, as of Cymbeline, The Winter’s Tale and The Tempest. The
web of Shakespearian drama is of a mingled yarn, not only good and ill

together, but also laughter and tears, romance and realism, comedy and

tragedy. It is a subtly woven web, intricate and delicate, variety wedded to
complexity, a background unity and strength sustaining the visible flux and
confusion. It is permissible to survey Shakespeare’s work chronologically,

even as it is convenient to study it facet by facet : only let us not claim too

much for our critical surveys and analytical appraisals. The integral vision,
the total view, is alone the consummation devoutly to be wished. The rest
is a means to that end, and must therefore serve to further that end.

I

How is the problem of ‘crime’ and * punishment ’ presented in
Shakespeare’s plays ? It is a legitimate inquiry. In pursuing it, we shall
need to follow both the chronological and the analytical methods. We are
no doubt scrutinizing but a facet of the collective marvel, yet the answer is
to be sought, not in one or another group of plays, nor in the early or the
later plays alone, but almost the entire canon. On the other hand, some of
the plays may prove more fruitful than others for our purpose, and hence
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we may tarry with them longer. Shakespeare may not have consciously cast
his plays as studies in ¢ crime * and * punishment °, and there is obviously no
mathematical equation linking up the two. But ° crimes’ undoubtedly
occur in the plays, and often they are followed by * punishment ’. Subject
to all limitations and qualifications, it should still be interesting and perhaps
profitable as well to look closely at this running theme in Shakespeare’s
plays and see if we cannot reach some valid conclusions.

Crime and punishment in the present context is almost the same thing
as * poetic justice’. In Shakespeare’s plays, in the Tragedies especially,
are the guilty punished in the end ? Is the punishment proportionate to the
guilt? Do we not often find the innocent and the guilty, the partly and the
wholly guilty, all being involved in the general disaster? Is this ‘rough’
justice or ¢ poetic’ justice? Roderigo is murdered; Destemona is strangled
in her bed ; Emilia is stabbed ; Othello kills himself; and Iago the architect
of these untoward events is also likely to be put to death. But is there any
exact correspondence between ‘crime’ and ¢ punishment’? Macbeth's
murderous career that includes the brutal massacre of Macduff’s wife and
children ends in his own death: is ‘death’, then, the °‘punishment’ for
Macbeth’s ¢ crimes *? And why had Lady Macduff and her children to die ?
What was their ‘crime’? In King Lear, again, the two ‘bad’ daughters as
well as the * good’ daughter meet their deaths; and not Edmund alone, but
Lear and Gloucester also die. Claudius and Gertrude, Laertes and Hamlet,

all die or are done to death in the course of a few minutes. In all this tragic

spectacle, we neither witness the reign of firm justice nor recognize any clear
relation between crime and punishment. Evidently our elementary ideas
need revision and fresh formulation. ’

} *Crime ' : what is it exactly, and how is it linked up with ¢sin’?
There are in common use two parallel series of terms: crime, punishment,
forgiving ; sin, damnation, redemption. We would not be far wrong if we
associated the idea of sin with the taint within, infecting the individual’s
mind and soul, and ‘crime’ with his tainted action and its consequences to
others and to society itself at large. One may sin in thought, but it is no
punishable crime. Sin is more elemental than crime, yet only crime is
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legally punishable.  The point is well urged by Isabella in Measure
for Measure :

For Angelo,

His act did not o’ertake his bad intent,

And must be buried but as an intent

That perish’d by the way. Thoughts are no subjects ;

Intents but merely thoughts. (V. 1, 448-52)

Although sin by itself is not punishable unless it is translated into act, to the
sinner himself there can be no easy escape from the consequences of sin,
even if it hasn’t developed into a crime or the crime remains undetected.
In Dostoevsky’s Brothers Karamazov, Dmitri doesn’t actually murder his
father, he merely talks of killing him ; Ivan doesn’t even go so far as Dmitri,
he merely removes himself from the scene, knowing his brother’s intentions full
well; and Smerdyakov, the bastard brother, actually kills Papa Karamazov.
How about the pure Alyosha, the youngest brother? Is he too obscurely
guilty ? They are sinners all of them, though Smerdyakov is the actual criminal.
Yet neither Dmitri nor Ivan can escape the consequences of their sinful
thoughts, expressed or unexpressed. The less overt the thought, the more
viperous are the pangs of remorse; and Ivan sinks under the emotional
strain, and nervous frenzy overpowers him at last. In Dostoevsky’s Crime
and Punishment, on the other hand, Raskolnikoff, the murderer of the old
pawnbroker and her sister, is driven by the pressure of remorse to surrender
of his own accord to the police authorities. No punishment that may be
meted out to him by organized society can equal the agony within, the
corrosive feeling of failure and futility, the perceived abyss between the
imperatives of logic and the impact of actuality. Smerdyakov kills his
natural father, but he is torn by no inner struggle ; itis Ivan who is a prey
to the insurrection within. Raskolnikoff suffers both within and without,
his own ‘genius’ upbraids his ¢ mortal instruments’, and society too will in
due course ‘punish’ him. But it is clear that the self-wrought agony is
far greater than any punishment that society or authority can devise.

Sin is indeed more elemental than crime, for it is really crime in a
seminal condition, crime run to its source. Sin rots the soul inwardly, but
crime affects others as well, damaging or destroying them. In self-protection
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or as a matter of retaliation, the ‘others’ — the victim, the victim’s
relations and friends, organized society or the state — seek to ¢ punish * the
criminal, demanding an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. Where the
punishment is inflicted by the victim or by his friends and relations, it takes
the form of ‘revenge’; where, however, society as a whole takes punitive
action against the criminal, such action may be called ‘punishment’. Yet
it must be remembered that the sinner or the criminal himself is untouched
by punishment from outside, for physical punishment cannot redeem his
soul, only remorse and repentence can. Macbeth sins by wanting to kill,
and later by killing, Duncan, his own kinsman and king; the actual killing
of Duncan is a crime. Having sinned, Macbeth feels condemned to a living
perdition ; he is himself conscious of the Hell he has forged for himself;
and when Macduff kills him at last, ‘punishment’ may be said to have
overtaken the criminal in ample measure. Even so, how can this punishment

compare with the enormity of his crimes or even with his own soul’s travail

from the first half-formed murderous thought to the final act of the tragedy
on Birnam Wood 2 Since the real author of a crime is the flawed or sin-
infected soul, it is not so much the body’s torture or annihilation as the
soul’s awakening and regeneration that can really redeem it. Persistence in
a career of sin (and crime) can lead only to the soul’s damnation—for the
wages of sin is death, spiritual and not alone physical. But sin or crime
followed by sincere repentence will certainly redeem the soul, and, perhaps,
instead of terrestrial punishment, there may be a forgiving and forgetting of
the nightmarish past. Shall we say, then, that the terms sin, damnation and
redemption are applicable when we view the person from the inside, and
crime, punishment and forgiving are appropriate when we view him from
the outside ? There is a world within, and a world without; and each
would appear to be governed by laws peculiar to itself. Nevertheless,
however apparently juxtaposed in terms of contradiction, the two worlds are
ultimately one in essence. There is—there must be—a principle of unity that
governs both of them, thereby defeating and exceeding the seeming distinc-
tions. How, then, shall we define this principle of unity ?

Order and harmony are the universal law, but disorder and discords
are sudden unaccountable irruptions that seek to destroy order and harmony
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For a time the discords persist, widening waves of disturbance ensue, and
when the violence is spent or has been mastered, the harmony returns. It

is the normal condition of the world within and the world without to be at
peace with themselves and with each other. The ‘microcosm’ is one with
the *macrocosm’ the individual is at peace with the aggregate. Cain, for
better or for worse, is really Abel’s keeper, and we are all members of one
another. Not only man in society but also man set in primordial Nature is

an essay in integral harmony. But now and then there occurs the unpredic-
table invasion of disorder. We cali it Evil, begging the question. . There is

evil lurking in Nature, there is evil active in certain types of environment,—

and evil sometimes obscurely invades the heart of man and contaminates

his soul. It is like the invisible bacillus that enters and multiplies in the

human body, corrupting and rotting it in the process.  For a time the event

passes unnoticed :  only later, when the poisonous results are evident, like

the buboes or the pustules, does the world know what has happened. The

assault of evil on man makes him sin, and when it blazes out in action, it

shocks the world as a crime. Now the crime can in its turn infect others

with the parent sin, even as contact or proximity passes on certain diseases
(small-pox, plague, cholera) to others. A crime has been committed: now
punishment or reprisal which the initial crime provokes can itself take the

shape of a fresh crime. And so Evil cunningly fabricates the vicious circle

of crime being followed by punishment which is really another crime, and so

on — a crescendo of horror piled upon horror.

Is Evil, then, without a beginning, and therefore without an end?
Is it the dark magic of Maya — is it no more than a temporary mist that
clouds the human vision for a time, to disappear presently, revealing the
clear Sun of Truth and Felicity ? But these are metaphysical speculations,
and are somewhat out of place here.  Inhabiting as we do an Euclidean
world, we are easily daunted by the fierce play of the dualities, we are
susceptible to pain, we are conscious of the dark currents of evil in the field
of human thought and action. So long as the higher knowledge that alone
can pierce the dualities and touch transcendence is denied to us, we shall .
continue to traffic with such terms as sin, damnation and redemption, crime,
punishment and forgiveness. And even so, easy judgments are not possible.

2
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A crime — an evil act — is committed: where or on whom shall we pin
the responsibility ?  The * criminal ’ prompted by his flawed soul might have
done the deed. But who prompted him to sin in the first instance? Was
~ be self-prompted, was he egged on by his wife, or was he supernaturally
solicited ? Had evil somehow gained surreptitious entry into the Brahmah
casket of his heart — or was evil a very constituent of the atmosphere,
unavoidably inhaled along with the oxygen and so infecting the mind, heart
and soul ?

11

One thing, however, is clear.” The neat categories that rule police
court proceedings have little relevance to the world projected by poetic
drama. In one of the grandest achievements of all time, Aeschylus’ Oresteian
trilogy, the alternating sequence of crime and punishment is presented as a
tragic phenomenon akin to a murderous kitten chasing its own tail. A crime
is an evil act born of sin; and punishment takes the shape of infliction of
proportionate suffering on the evil doer, such infliction being itself an evil act.
But two spurts of evil action do not neatly cancel out each other; they only
help to build up a fearful pile of cumulative evil achievement. Pelops’ two sons -
Atreus and Thyestes — work out in their own and in their children’s lives
the full malignancy of an ancestral curse. Thyestes, the younger brother,
seduces Atreus’ wife, Aethra, and steals the Golden Lamb which Pan had
given only to the elder brother, the true king. Atreus retaliates by Killing
Thyestes’ children and serving their flesh as a dish before the unknowing
father to feast upon. *Punishment’ has clearly exceeded the ‘ crime’. The
thread of crime and punishment (or injury and revenge) is now taken up by
the next generation. Both Atreus and Thyestes are dead. Agamemnon,
Atreus’ son, is campaigning near Troy (having earlier sacrificed his daughter
Iphigenia to Artemis at Aulis) to recover Helen and restore Greek prestige.
During his 12 years’ absence from Argos, Aegisthus, Thyestes’ surviving son,
seduces Clytaemnestra, Agamemnon’s wife, and on the very day of his
return to his city after the successful conclusion of the Trojan war, wife and
paramour murder him in his own palace. This is the theme of Agamemnon,
the first play of the Oresteian trilogy. One of the absolutely unforgettable
things in literature is Cassandra’s prophetic speech in front of Agamemnon’s
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palace at Argos. Once a Trojan princess and beloved of Apollo, now
Agamemnon’s captive, Cassandra sees in a flash the past, present and the
future ; her voice towers above the Chorus of Argive Elders, and Clytaem-
nestra herself is for a time forgotton :

Apollo! Apollo!
Troy-builder! Destroyer of me!
Ha! Whatis here? What roof?
Whither hast thou brought me ?...

Lulled into a false sense of security by Clytaemnestra’s consummate flatteries,
Agamemnon enters his palace walking upon the purple carpet spread before
him. Cassandra, left behind in his chariot, smells murder, all the murders
of the House of Atreus, past, present and future. She sees them, she
experiences the agony, and she screams out her despair:

Nay, but a hideous den, abhorred of Heaven ;
Guilt-stained with strangled lives, with kinsmen’s blood ;
A place of sprinkled gore, of clotted horror ...

Yea! There, there, there ! Here’s evidence enough !
Smell ? Nay — I'see; I hear them! Little children
Whose throats are cut, still wailing of their murder

And the roast of flesh, a father tasted — swallowed !

And she sees her own imminent death as well :

This human lioness, couching with a wolf

While the noble lion was away, will kill

Me unfortunate, a fair prize, to make

One more ingredient in her chalice of bane.
Sharpening her husband’s death-knife, she declares
My death, too, shall requite his bringing me.!

Clytaemnestra has avenged her daughter Iphigenia’s death and
Aegisthus has scored a double victory by seizing both Agamemnon’s queen
and throne, and he reigns as the tyrant of Argos for some years. In the

1 Lewis Campbell’s translation,
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next play of the trilogy, the Choephoroe, Agamemnon’s son, Orestes,
commanded by Apollo, returns to Argos in the company of Pylades, his
bosom friend. He meets his sister, Electra, and together they vow to avenge
their father’s death. First Aegisthus and then Clytacmnestra herself are
done to death by Orestes. Even Clytaemnestra’s despairing appeal—the
appeal of a mother —

O son, forbear! O child, respect and pity
This breast, whereat thou often, soothed to slumber,
Drainedst with baby mouth the bounteous milk —

doesn’t save her, and she pays the penalty for killing her husband. But
Orestes’ triumph too is short-lived. Clytaemnestra is imperious and terrible
even in death, and her Ghost invokes the Furies to give chase to Orestes.
Seeing these hideous spectres Orestes cries distraught ;

O Lord Apollo! There! What multitudes !
Their eyes drop down with hate and loveless blood ...
They are on me! They pursue me forth. I go.

He secks refuge in Apollo’s temple, where both the exhausted, fugitive and
the vengeful Furies are discovered at the beginning of the Eumenides, the
3rd play of the trilogy. What a chronicle of ctime and punishment
(or revenge): brother against brother’s honour; brother’s heavy hand
against brother’s innocent children ; father deceitfully sacrificing daughter ;
wife against husband, son against mother, and mother’s ghost hot in pursuit
of her son! In the Eumenides, however, Orestes the murderer of his mother
is slowly transformed through suffering into Orestes the saviour. The play
resolves into a struggle between Apollo who defends Orestes’ criminal action
- and the Furies who thirst for the murderer’s blood. The Council of the
Areopagus debates the issue, and when the Elders vote, it is found that there
is a tie. But Athena as President gives her casting vote in favour of Orestes,
and he is accordingly acquitted. The Furies themselves are now willing to
be transformed into the Eumenides, and Orestes the matricide is purified
through remorse and suffering, and emerges out of the ordeal as a new man,
with his face set in the future. Was Orestes justified in killing his mother,

~
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even though she had in her turn killed her own husband ? Yet Apollo laid
it as a duty on Orestes : the mother-murder was a duty as well as a crime:
a duty that had to be discharged and a sinful act that had to be expiated.
Orestes is finally presented, not as the destroyer of his race, but as verily
its saviour ; if as a matricide he ends the chapter of crimes, as a saviour he
humbly inaugurates the chapter of peace and hope. The Oresteia, however,
is now seen to comprehend more than the fortunes of the House of Atreus,
more even than the struggle between Apollo and the Furies. What
profoundly moves us is Athena’s forceful pleading with the. Furies, her
pleading with them and changing them, till at last they are Furies no more,
terrible and just, but the Eumenides, gracious and capable of pity. It is
Aeschylus’ vision of a new world struggling to be born, and almost a

foretaste of Christianity. v

The Oresteia is a marvellous symphony, and it is also a classic
statement in poetic terms of the problem of crime and punishment. Between
the Oresteia and Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus lay a stlretf:h of 2,000 years.
Shakespeare’s knowledge of the classics was somewhat 11.m1ted, and Seneca
rather than Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides loomed immense before the
Elizabethan dramatists. It is likely that, unlike the Greek dramatistss
Seneca wrote his plays, not for public presentation before a mighty concourse
of people, but for private recitation or declamation before a select sophisti-
cated audience of friends, connoisseurs and classicists."  Besides, his great
exemplar in tragedy was Euripides more than Sophocles or Aeschylus. l?‘our
of Seneca’s tragedies were based on Euripides, and only one, the Oedzpu.s.
on Sophocles. But Seneca sought to underline the ‘horror ’ element in
tragedy even more than Euripides did. In 'the Medea, for .mstanc?,. thc,
tigress-heroine kills her own children, not behind thc? scenes as in Euripides
play of that name, but in full view of tt{e horror-stricken and a.bject :Iason.
In the Thyestes, again, the murdered chl}dren are .openl.y served in a dish to
the father. The air in Senecan tragedy is thus thlf:k with the smell of bloo.d
and the fumes of violence, and it is dif.ﬁcult to b.elxeve that he expected his
tragedies to be enacted in all their native brutality.

m Lucas, Seneca and Elizabethan Tragedy (1922). p. 56,
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Specializing in a particular form of tragedy, the Revenge play, Seneca
sought to render more of the horror and very little of the sublimity or
ethical import or poetic iridescence of Aeschylean or Sophoclean tragedy.
The key to the Senecan Revenge play lies in the dictum :

Nothing avenges crimes
But what surpasses them.
(Thyestes, 195-—6).

Seneca’s particular contribution was a deliberate heightening of the horror,
partly through the elimination of high ethical motives, partly through the
exploitation of dramatic devices like the Ghost and the Fury, and partly by
means of weird romantic touches all over the play. Seneca had also an
unfailing eye for striking dramatic situations, his metrical mastery was
astonishingly perfect, and his epigrammatic terseness gave his sententious
sayings an individual glow. Above all, Seneca was both a tragedian and a
thinker. No wonder that when Europe awakened after the deep sleep of the
middle ages — the “ dark * ages — it was Seneca who inspired to creative
effort Italian tragedians like Giraldi and Ludovico, French tragedians like
Jodelle and Garnier, and English tragedians like Kyd and the youthful
Shakespeare.

We needn’t go into the disputed question of the Shakespearian
authorship. of Titus Andronicus. There is no doubt an obvious crudity about
the play, but it is not difficult to imagine the youthful Shakespeare writing
it as a first essay in tragedy. Here in Titus we witness the tiresome see-saw
of crime and punishment careering towards its dismal conclusion. Titus
Andronicus, the Roman General, has lost 21 of his 25 sons while waging war
against the Goths. Returning victorious to Rome, with Tamora Queen of
the Goths and her 3 sons as captives, he sacrifices her eldest son, Alarbus, so
that the *shadows’ of his own dead sons may be appeased. Tamora’s
impassioned appeal —

Victorious Titus, rue the tears I shed,
A mother’s tears in passion for her dear son ;
And if thy sons were ever dear to thee,
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O, think my son to be as dear to me !...
Andronicus, stain not thy tomb with blood.
Wilt thou draw near the nature of the gods?
Draw near them then in being merciful.
Sweet mercy is nobility’s true badge.
Thrice-noble Titus, spare my first-born son!—
this appeal falls on deaf ears.. Scarcely Alarbus is carried away by Titus,
sons than Demeirius, one of her surviving sons, urges Tamora to sharp
revenge “to quit the bloody wrongs upon her foes”. A conspiracy of
circumstances favour the execution of her sinister plans for revenge. With
Rome literally at his feet, Titus divests himself of all power (rather like
Lear) and helps Saturninus to election as Emperor, besides promising him
the hand of his daughter Lavinia. Almost immediately afterwards, things
begin to go wrong, Bassianus the Emperor’s younger brother carries away
Lavinia, and Titus kills his own son, Mutius, in a sudden spasm of rage.
Meantime Tamora bewitches Saturninus, and he decides to make her his
Queen. Some sort of peace is patched up between Saturninus and Titus,
and Tamora bides her time. A hunting party is presently arranged by
Titus, and the forest offers sufficient cover for the execution of all her
nefarious designs. Between her and her paramour, Aaron the Moor, they
successfully plan a multiple revenge which is really a multiple crime.
Tamora’s two sons, Demetrius and Chiron, murder Bassianus in her presence,
and Aaron so arranges things that Titus® sons, Quintus and Martius, are
charged with the crime and executed summarily, Meantime Lavinia is
ravished by both Demetrius and Chiron, and her hands and her tongue are
cut off, lest she should reveal the identity of the culprits. Titus himself is
tricked by Aaron into cutting off his left arm in the fond, but futile, hope of
saving his two conderned sons ; and his sole surviving son, Lucius, is banished
from Rome. Titus® isolation is complete and his chalice of misery is full.
Marcus, Tribune of the People and Titus' brotber, enumerates the wrongs
suffered by the old General:
see thy two sons’ heads,
Thy warlike hand, thy mangled daughter here;

~

1 1, 195-8; 116-20.
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Thy other banish’d son with this dear sight

Struck pale and bloodless...
’ (11, i, 255-8)

It is now Titus’ turn to act. He determines to banish mere tears and find
his way to * Revenge’s cave . The sight of the severed heads of his dead
sons and the severed hands of his living daughter kindles thoughts of revenge
and he knows that he shall

never come to bliss
Till all these mischiefs be return’d again
Even in their throats that have committed them.
(111, i, 273-5)

He exhorts Lucius to go to the Goths and raise an army there, and he leaves
resolved to be “revenged on Rome and Saturpine’. Lavinia now
reveals the names of her seducers by guiding with her mouth and stumps
a stick on a sandy plot, and knowing the worst, Titus and Marcus take the

oath
That we will prosecute, by good advice,

Mortal revenge upon these traitorous Goths,
And see their blood or die with this reproach. (IV, i, 93-5)

An opportunity soon presents itself.  Titus kills Demetrius and Chiron and,
with Lavinia’s help, he bakes them in a pie, and serves it to Tamora who
¢ daintily ’ feeds on it, « eating the flesh she herself hath bred.”” While she
eats the pie unsuspectingly, Titus kills Lavinia, tells Tamora the truth about
the dish, and stabs and kills her, and is himself immediately killed by the
Emperor. Titus’ son, Lucius, who has just returned to Rome with an army
of Goths, promptly kills the Emperor, and is hailed as the new Emperor of
Rome. ¢Rough justice ’ is accomplished at last, but Evil as personated by
Aaron is defiant till the very end. All that he can say is:

I am no baby, I, that with base prayers

I should repent the evils I have done ;
Ten thousand worse than ever yet I did
Would I perform, if I might have my will.
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If one good deed in all my life I did,
I do repent it from my very soul. (V, iii, 185-90)

He is to be set breast-deep in earth and famished to death: such are the
orders of Lucius. Aaron, though he may die now, will be reborn as Richard
Crookback, Don John or as Ensign Tago!

It is often stated as a cardinal fact of Shakespeare’s tragic world that,
generally speaking, man is himself largely the architect of his own destiny,
and if he sins or goes astray or ruins himself, it is not because forces
altogether beyond his control are ranged against him.  Always, it is said
are Shakespeare’s heroes betrayed by what is false within.  This is an over:
simplification of the dynamics of causation in Shakespearian tragedy, for
not seldom are people ¢ betrayed * by what is ‘good ’ in them as well. The
start of the tragic action in Titus is the sacrificing of Tamora’s eldest son.
If here Titus yields to the desire to propitiate with the blood of the enemy
the ‘ shadows’* of his dead sons, his next crucial action — divesting himself
of all power — is certainly born of his stern heroic nature, his capacity for
selfless action. We applaud the magnanimous gesture, though we cannot
but deplore the results. The hero is not necessarily an essay in perfection ;
neither is he an essay in imperfection. He has qualities that strike us at
once, some noble, a few ignoble. It is not wise to argue that, had Titus not
sacrificed Tamora’s son, she would have played the dove and not wrought
so much villainy. Titus’ action was ethically wrong, but there is no
recognizable equivalence between the wrong action and the fatal conse-
quences. Granted the wrong action and the fatal consequences of the
surrender of power involved in the enthronement of the vicious Saturninus,
Titus still affects us profoundly as a Titan force, a man ‘who can act heroi-
cally and suffer greatly, a man in whom, however the ‘elements’ may be
mixed, the positive content outweighs the negative.  Although Titus
Andronicus is but a crude first-sketch of Tragedy, although it harks back to
Seneca, it is still Shakespeare, for in Titus could be seen the germs of Lear’s
self-wrought isolation and Hamlet’s ambiguous madness. Considered merely
as a story of crime and punishment, Titus Andronicus achieves a steady
accumulation of horror, and it is for the reader or spectator to infer that

3
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reprisal is no cure for crime, that what is gained through violence is apt
to be lost through greater violence, that crime criminally countered but
breeds more crime, and that so long as there is no change of heart the
chapter of crimes will never really end. This is very forcefully brought
out in Shakespeare’s next tragedy, written after an interval of some years—
Romeo and Juliet.

v

The House of Tragedy has many chambers : some are darker or more
oppressive than others, and Romeo and Juliet is one of the brightest and least
oppressive of them all. But at the same time there can be no question about
the poignancy of the tragedy of the young lovers who meet and fall in love
on Sunday, marry on Monday, and find themselves separated on Tuesday ;
on Wednesday the wife is taken to be dead and buried, and on Thursday
morning husband and wife achieve reunion in death in the tomb of the
Capulets! And the toll of death includes Mercutio, Tybalt and Paris.
Almost alone among Shakespeare’s tragedies, here in Romeo and Juliet the
catastrophe is not brought into some sort of causal relation with a “flaw’
or *vicious mole’ in the hero or heroine. Critics who have tried to discover
‘obsessions’, “flaws’ or ‘moral faults’ in Romeo and Juliet have only
succeeded in reducing the Aristotelian or Bradleyan theory of tragedy to an
absurdity. Evil in Romeo and Juliet is a diffused atmospheric presence,
for the feud between the Montagues and the Capulets infects kinsmen,
friends, followers, and servants, and the Prince of Verona plays as pathetic
a part as Lord Wavell did during the communal holocausts of Pre-Partition
India. Tens of thousands of innocent Hindus and Muslims were sacrificed
at the blood-stained altar of communal disharmony during the harrowing
months of 1946—47. How did it all begin ? How did it end, — if end it
did ? How appropriate are these words to the national tragedy we enacted
but a few years ago:

What, ho ! you men, you beasts,
That quench the fire of your pernicious rage
With purple fountains issuing from your veins !
(Romeo and Juliet, 1, i, 81—3)
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Capulet, Montague,

See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,
That heaven finds means to kill your joys with love!
And I, for winking at your discords too,
Have lost a brace of kinsmen. All are punish’d.
(v, iii, 290—4)

All are punish’d! When whole families like the Montagues and the
Capulets, or whole peoples like the Hindus and the Muslims, or whole
nations like the French and the Germans or the Japanese and Chinese are
seized by the criminal lunacy of civil strife or the destructive frenzy of total
war, all are somehow guilty and all are indiscriminately punished. A is
butchered in cold blood, not because he has committed a crime, but because
he belongs to a caste, community or nation, some of whose members are
supposed to have committed certain undefined crimes in some remote
context or other. Not only the sins of the parents are visited upon
the children, but the sins (or supposed sins) of the class or caste or
community or nation too recoil upon each of its members. That is why
violent disturbances and armed revolutions are a corrupting and a rotting
process in the course of which the first casualties are truth, innocence,
charity, beauty and love. It is easy to unleash the dogs of war or of hate ;
to extend the area of a conflict is alas! fatally easy. But few are the
Generals who can bravely sound the retreat from revenge and hate. Romeo,
having but lately bathed in the sunshine of amply requited love, desires to

~ be friends with Tybalt. Even when he is openly challenged by Tybalt,

Romeo merely answers :

I do protest I never injur'd thee,
But love thee better than thou canst devise
Till thou shalt know the reason of love ;
And so, good Capulet — which name I tender
As dearly as mine own — be satisfied.
(111, i, 66—70)

«If ever a provoked man turned the other cheek Romeo did ”, writes
Professor Alexander, and adds: “who can blame him if he has done with the
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fellow who strikes that too 2 ' It needs, however, more than one to keep
the peace, for Tybalt is the typical fire-eater, Mercutio is terribly excited,
and thus Romeo’s way of retreat is barred and bolted. It is usual to treat
Romeo and Juliet as a poem rather than a tragedy, and indeed the tide of
passion which carries the young lovers on the rising wave of sudden awaken-
ing and prompt fulfilment only to dash them immediately afterwards against
the rocks of adverse circumstance is the very stuff of romantic poetry. The
enchantment of the poetry duly acknowledged, there is still the grim
Veronese background of family feuds and street-brawls where the star-crossed
tragedy of Romeo and Juliet is enacted. John S. Smart (in whose early
death the world of scholarship lost a profound and penetrating critic) has
argued 2 that a ‘flaw’ or ‘error’ is not a necessary constituent of the tragic
hero. To prove that ‘character is destiny * does not cover all tragedies,
Smart cites the example of the Trojan Women of Euripides; and he might
have cited with equal justification Romeo and Juliet as well. And how about
the life of Jesus, ¢ a history of suffering inflicted on perfect innocence” 9
What was the *fatal flaw ’ in Gandhiji that provoked Godse to assassinate
him on his way to prayer ? There are times in a city’s or a nation’s history
when evil takes root somehow in the soil, sends out creepers and fumes to
implicate and infect the whole place, and then evil rages like a cyclone
bringing down all alike, good and bad, guilty and innocent. If a people
wish to take collective credit for the greatness amidst them, — the great men,
the classics in literature and art, the epics of recorded chivalry, — they
cannot well escape responsibility for the evil also in their midst, — the
crooks and the criminals, the filth and the folly, the meanness and the selfish-
ness. To locate evil even when it is only in a process of gestation so that it
may be promptly isolated and destroyed is best ; else there is a heavy price
to pay before normal conditions can be established again. And, always,
love and forgiveness are far more efficacious in the long run than hatred and
thoughts of revenge.

1 Shakespeare’s Life and Art (1939, 1946), p. 115.

2 Smart’s essay on ¢ Tragedy ’ is included in Essays and Studies, Vol. VIII
(1922).  Vide also Hamlet, Father and Son (1955) by Peter Alexander,
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LECTURE II
I

Of the 10 plays Shakespeare wrote covering English history, —~- called
¢ Histories” by Heminge and Condell in the Folio of 1623, — the first and
last, King John and Henry VIII respectively, stand somewhat apart; the
remaining 8, the Lancastrian tetralogy comprising Richard II, the 2 Parts of
Henry IV, and Henry V, and the Yorkist tetralogy comprising the 3 Parts of
Henry VI and Richard III, form a more or less continuous sequence making
a broad sweep of English history from 1398 to 1485, roughly some 100 years.
There are vexed questions of chronology and authorship, a veritable
Serbonian bog, but we shouldn’t allow ourselves to be lured into it, to be
lost there for ever. Shakespeare no doubt wrote the Yorkist tetralogy first,
and the Lancastrian — which deals with an earlier period — later; but he
must have acquired or achieved a general view of the course of English
history before he commenced work on any of the plays. The Wars of the
Roses were nearer to him in point of time, and seemed immediately to offer
a fruitful field for dramatic invention. Once he had completed the Yorkist
tetralogy, it was but natural that Shakespeare should wish to go back a
certain term of years and dig up and present the source of all the trouble,
the initial wrong turn that had made the rest of the national tragedy
inevitable: thus Richard II was written, and it was soon followed by
Henry IV in 2 Parts and Henry V, and these 3 plays amply filled the gap
between the dethronement and murder of Richard I and the early confusions
of Henry VI’s reign by enlarging upon the career of Hal-Harry who as
Henry V proved one of the best and greatest of English sovereigns. To cite
a recent example, we may start with World War II, and trace the origins
back to World War I; or, again, an Indian playwright might dramatise the
* Quit India’ movement first, and then turn to the earlier Salt Satyagraha
movement, or the more ancient non-cooperation movement of the early

twenties. Neither is it necessary to discuss here whether Shakespeare

1 Dr. Tillyard, however, thinks that Shakespeare may well have written
early versions of Richard 11, Henry IV and Henry V, now lost, ““but recast in
the plays we have ” (Shakespeare’s History Plays, 1948, p. 149).



n UNIvERsITY JOURNAL

planned these two sequences as tetralogies, or whether each play — or each
Part — was conceived as an independent dramatic unit, Tetralogies — or
single plays for that roatter — are not created all of a sudden; even as
buildings rise brick by brick, so too playsyare written line by line. But this
does not mean that the architect or the dramatist has no vision of the
completed whole all the time the work is in progress. Each tetralogy has a
unity of design, and each play or Part too has its own individual unity; and
the two tetralogies, taken together have also a massive completeness, rather
akin to an impressive edifice with a spacious ground floor and a no less
spacious first floor. King John is the gate-way leading to the edifice, and
Henry VI is a flight of stairs from the first floor to the terrace, opening to
the skies of the future. 1In the Bastard, Philip Favlconbridge, English
patriotism first finds robust expression, as later, in John of Gaunt,
‘England * Tinds her troe laureate. The Bastard can laugh even as he can
win battles, and he is typical of the man of action who is also a man and
a poet. The stirring lines~—so well-known that they needn’t be repeated
here—with which he concludes King John naturally link up with John of
Gaunt's no less famous speech in Richard 1T —

This royal throne of Kings, this scept’red isle,
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars,
This other Eden, demi-paradise ...
This blessed plot, this carth, this realm, this Englang ...
(1%, i, 40-3; 50)

again so celebrated, an English Bandemataram almost, that it needn’t be
extracted here in full: and the 2 passages, one a soldier’s and the other
a dying elder statesman’s utterance, may be read in significant relation with
Cranmer’s * prophetic ’ speech towards the close of Henry Vili:

Let me speak, sir,
For heaven now bids me; and the words I uiter
Let none think flattery, for theyll find them truth.
This royal infant— heaven still move about her! —
Though in her cradle, yet now promises
Upon this land a thousand thousand blessings,
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Which time shall bring to ripeness ...
In her days every man shall eat in safety
Under his own vine what he plants, and sing
The merry songs of peace to all his neighbours.
God shall be truly known ; and those about her
From her shall read the perfect ways of honour,
And by those claim their greatness, not by blood.
(V, v, 14-20; 33—8)

Elizabeth is Cranmer’s immediate inspiration, and Shakespeare certainly
wishes to say flattering things sbout James I; but England is the real theme
of this rhapsody, as England—her past, present and future—is the theme of
Shakespeare’s 10 historical plays.

i

When Richard II opens, the stage is dimmed by the shadow cast by
the murder of the King’s uncle, the Duke of Gloucester. His nephew
Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford, affirms that Gloucester’s blood ’

like sacrificing Abel's, cries,
Even from the tongueless caverns of the earth,
To me for justice and rough chastisement. (L, i, 104~6)

A crime has been committed, and here is the call for punishment ; and hints
are thrown out indicating that Richard II himself is distantly involved in
the murder of his uncle, although Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, might have
been the actual plotter and executant. When the Duchess of Gloucester
appeals to Bolingbroke’s father, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster
to avenge his brother’s death, he finds himself powerless to intervene:
Where the King himself, the source of all justice, is the guilty party
the subject can only submit and leave things to Providence : '

But since correction lieth in those hands

Which made the fault that we cannot correct,

Put we our quarrel to the will of heavea;

Who, when they see the hours ripe on eartb,

Will rain hot vengeance on offenders’ heads. {1, i, 4-8)
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Private vengeance is not permissible, for

God’s is the quarrel ; for God’s substitute,

He deputy anointed in His sight,

Hath caus'd his death ; the which if wrohgf’ully,

Let heaven revenge; for I may never lift

An angry arm against His minister. (L 11, 37-41)

With this background, the action moves quickly enough.  Richard exiles his
impetuous cousin Bolingbroke for a period of six years; and on John of
Gaunt’s death (which follows soon afterwards), seizes all his * plate, coin,
revenues, and moveables ”*, thus depriving the rightful heir of his ducal
heritage. This foolish and vindictive action provokes even the weak Duke
of York to a spirited protest culminating in the warning :

Take Hereford’s rights away, and take from Time
His charters and his customary rights ;

Let not tomorrow then ensue today ;

Be not thyself — for how art thou a king

But by fair sequence and succession ?

Now, afore God — God forbid I say true! —
If you do wrongfully seize Hereford’s rights ...
You pluck a thousand dangers on your head,
You Jose a thousand well-disposed hearts,
And prick my tender patience to those thoughts
Which honour and allegiance cannot think.

(I, i, 195-202; 205-8)

But Richard goes his own way to meet his doom, and York submits,
though not without an oppressive premonition of the gathering storm.

On hearing of his father’s death and Richard’s unjust seizure of his
Lancastrian inheritance, Bolingbroke returns to Ravenspur in July 1399 to
raise a rebellion and claim his own, and perhaps also to make a bid for the
crown. Led by the Earl of Northumberland, many nobles flock to him, and
rebellion prospers quickly. At Flint Castle he gets back his titles and
estates from Richard, and presently, on 30 September 1399, he claims and
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seizes the crown in London. The ritual character of the deposition scene
(1V, i) has been commented on by critics like Pater, Dover Wilson and
G. I. Duthie, and there is something poignantly pathetic in the simultaneous
exchange of roles by a King and his subject. The deposition of Richard
was, however, brought about with a due observance of the formalities. On
29 September 1399, he executed a deed of resignation, acknowledging his
unfitness to reign ; the next day Parliament accepted his resignation, and
pronounced sentence of deposition. Bolingbroke thereupon claimed the
crown * by right line of blood  as heir to Edward III, and Parliament accep-
ted him as King and the archbishops of York and Canterbury led him to the
throne. These events took place 550 years ago. Now turn to a news-despatch
from Moscow, dated 8 February 1955, which appeared in the Indian Express
of Madras. The despatch said that the Russian Premier, Malenkov, had asked
to be relieved of his duties as Chairman of the Council of Ministers, confess-
ing his *“lack of experience in local work™ and want of “experience of
directly administering a given branch of national economy at the level of a
Ministry or Directorate™”.  Within 3 hours after the acceptance of the
resignation, the Supreme Soviet appointed Marshal Bulganin as the new
Chairman of the Council of Ministers. The power behind the moves was
clearly Nikta Krushchev, First Secretary of the Communist Party, even as
the power behind Bolingbroke was the Earl of Northumberland. Doesn’t
history repeat itself with a tiresome monotony ?  On the other hand, isn’t a
scene like Act 1V, Scene | of Richard II seen dyed with the hues of
universality ?

As York had warned Richard earlier though in vain, now the Bishop
of Carlisle warns the rebels and the usurper, but in even more uncompro-
mising terms :

My Lord of Hereford here, whom you call king,
Is a foul traitor to proud Hereford’s king ;

And if you crown him, let me prophecy —

The blood of English shall manure the ground,
And future ages groan for this foul act ;

Peace shall go sleep with Turks and infidels,
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And in this seat of peace tumultuous wars
Shall kin with kin and kind with kind confound ;
Disorder, horror, fear, and mutiny,
Shall here inhabit, and this land be call’d
The field of Golgotha and dead men’s skulls.
(Iv, i, 134 —44)

Not satisfied with the abdication of Richard and his imprisonment at
Pomfret Castle, Bolingbroke, now Henry IV, adroitly brings about his
murder, so that he may well be rid of “ this living fear . Rebellion and
usurpation coupled with regicide : such is the cumulative figure of Henry’s
quick career of ‘crime’. There are, however, one or two softening features.
He pardons Aumerle, the Duke of York’s son, who is implicated in a
conspiracy against the new King ; he allows the Bishop of Carlisle, in spite
of his aggressive speeches and movements, to live a peaceful life; and he
protests that his * soul is full of woe ”’, and promises to make a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land to expiate the crime of killing his kinsman
and his king.

If power corrupts, the means pursued to attain or retain power also
corrupt; and rebellion is a self-reproducing and fast rotting process. Boling-
broke is King, but he has won his guerdon through sinful and criminal
means, and he is accordingly to know no peace as a king. Already, in
Richard I1, he refers to his *“ unthrifty son ”, Hal, as a “plague” hanging
over him. No sooner Richard is deposed than a conspiracy against the new
king is unearthed, and has to be dealt with severely, for while Henry pardons
Aumerle — ‘I pardon him as God shall pardon me"’ (Richard II, V, iii,
131) — and spares Carlisle, he decrees destruction on ** all the rest of that
consorted crew”.  Nor is he happy in his relations with his former
supporters, the Percies.  The first Part of Henry IV traces the course of the
Percies * revolt (1402-3) culminating in the Battle of Shrewsbury, while
Part II dramatises the revolt of Archbishop Scroop and Lord Mowbray, who
are deceitfully seized and executed by Prince John, Henry’s younger son ;
and there is also a reference to the defeat of Northumberland and Bardolph
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by the “shrieve of Yorkshire’ (IV,iv, 97—9). The developing political
situation in the 2 Parts of Henry IV is an accurate fulfilment of Richard’s
prophecy to Northumberland :

Northumberland, thou ladder wherewithal

The mounting Bolingbroke ascends my throne,
The time shall not be many hours of age

More than it is, ere foul sin gathering head

Shall break into corruption. Thou shalt think
Though he divide the realm and give thee half
It is too little, helping him to all;

And he shall think that thou, which knowest the way
To plant unrightful kings, will know again,
Being ne’er so little urg’d, another

To pluck him headlong from the usurped throne.
The love of wicked men converts to fear ;

That fear to hate; and hate turns one or both
To worthy danger and deserved death.

(Richard II, V., i, 55-68)

The Percies (Northumberland, Worcester and Hotspur) are quick to resent
slights the moment Henry is king indeed, and the King too is only too ready
to fear their combined strength. Cataloguing the rebels’ grievances to Sir
Walter Blunt, Hotspur says that the King

. Knows at what time to promise, when to pay.

My father and my uncle and myself

Did give him that same royalty he wears......
Disgrac’d me in my happy victories ;

Sought to trap me by intelligence ;

Rated mine uncle from the council-board ;

In rage dismiss’d my father from the court;

Broke oath on oath, committed wrong on wrong...

(Part I, 1V, iii, 53-55; 97-101)

Henry 1V too, on his part, is fairly conscious of his guilt. **God knows,
my son ", he tells Hal,
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By what by-paths and indirect crook’d ways
I met this crown ; and I myself know well
How troublesome it sat upon my head.

(Part II, 1V, v, 185-7)

The rebels account for 9 out of the 14 years of his reign, and when he feels
himself fairly safely in the saddle, he is already a dying man; and he is not
even quite sure that his son, Hal will properly guard his heritage. The paths
of sinful ambition must inevitably lead through the bogs and quagmires of
frustration and end in the wages of an early death.

The crown descends on Henry V, as his father had anticipated,
‘““ with better quiet, better opinion, better confirmation ”’; yet * the soil of
the achievement” cannot be wholly exorcised away. Henry V too com-
mences his reign with a ¢ crime ’—a crime against elemental human decency—
by brutally rejecting Falstaff, his former bosom-friend. The rejection may be
politically necessary, yet it offends against the unwritten laws of human
comradeship, even as Orestes’ matricide, although carried out in obedience
to Apollo’s command, remains a horrible crime. In Henry V, the ‘rejection’
is closely related to Falstaff’s death. ** The King hath run bad humours on
the knight”, says Nym, and Pistol adds clinchingly, “His (Falstaff’s)
heart is fracted and corroborate ”’ (IL, ii, 118-121). Nor has Henry V done
with rebels and rebellion. Richard,! Earl of Cambridge, Lord Scroop, and
Sir Thomas Grey are cunningly trapped to condemn themselves, and are led
out to be executed. Ruthlessness and sanctimoniousness mingle in King
Henry's behaviour, and there is a change indeed with a vengeance from the
Hal-Harry of Eastcheap and Gadshill. He has also learned the unscrupulous
political lesson his father’s dying words had so pointedly conveyed to him :

Be it thy course to busy giddy minds
With foreign quarrels, that action, hence borne out
May waste the memory of the former days.

(2 Henry 1V, 1V, v, 214-6)

1. It is this Richard’s son, Richard Plantagenet (Duke of York), and his
grandsons, Edward IV and Richard II1, who turn against and destroy Henry VI’s
son and grandson, Henry VI and Prince Edward,
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The ambitious nobles were really gangs of fighting animals, and some outlet
had to be found for their surplus energies, Henry V accordingly hits upon
the expedient of the French war. His conduct of the French campaign is
no doubt marked by a high degree of efficiency, but where is the Hal of
Henry IV'?  Much of the humour is gone, and perhaps a good deal of the
humanity as well. He talks noble verse, and he talks at length; he thinks
that the name soldier becomes him best, and he utters Hitler-like fulminations
against the Governor and citizens of Harfleur, threatening them with horrible
consequences should they persist in defending the town :

If 1 begin the batt’ry once again,

1 will not leave the half-achieved Harfleur

Till in her ashes she lies buried.

The gates of mercy shall be all shut up,

And the flesh’d soldier, rough and hard of heart,

Ia liberty of bloody hand shall range

With conscience wide as hell, mowing like grass

Your fresh fair virgins and your flow’ring infants ......

(I1L, iii, 7-14)

Actually, when in response to his threats the city surrenders, he directs his
uncle, Exeter, ** to use mercy to them all " : while Henry can be ruthless, he
is no sadist. On the other hand, the best in him comes out when the
fortunes of the war go against him. Now he becomes human again, his
actions are governed by humility as well as self-assurance, and out of the
fire and brimstone of Agincourt he emerges as a true leader of men. Although
the statistics and economics of the ¢ O God of battles” speech may raise a
cmile today, there is no doubt that a due sincerity is behind the fervent
prayer with which the speech concludes :

Not today, O Lord,
O, not today, think not upon the fault
My father, made in eompassing the crown !
1 Richard’s body have interred new,
And on it have bestowed more contrite tears
Than from it issued forced drops of blood;
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Five hundred poor I have in yearly pay,

Who twice a day their wither’d hands hold up
Toward heaven, to pardon blood ; and I have built
Two chantries, where the sad and solemn priests
Sing still for Richard’s soul. More will I do ;
Though all that I can do is nothing worth,

Since that my penitence comes after all,

Imploring pardon. :
(IV. ii, 288—301)

And when the Battle of Agincourt turns overwhelmingly in his favour, he is
still humble enough to declare :

O God, thy arm was here!
And not to us, but to thy arm alone,

Ascribe we all. (1IV, viii, 104-6)

We needn’t be detained by the incredible last Act of the play, where the
victorious King is shown wooing the Princess of France, much as the
cave man might have wooed his coy Eve! At any rate it has all ended
happily, the French king has agreed to disinherit the Dauphin in favour of
Henry V (even as Henry VI is one day — singular act of nemesis! — to
disinherit his son in favour of the Duke of York), a royal marriage is
solemnized, and the hero of Agincourt makes a triumphant return to
England.

It

Alas for victorious Harry : his reign proves, after all, shorter even
than his father’s, and when he dies in 1422, his son is but 9 months old, and
succeeds him as Henry VI. The Duke of Gloucester — the *Good’ Duke
Humphrey — becomes Lord Protector, while another uncle, the Duke of
Bedford (Prince John of Henry IV'), becomes Regent of France. The Yorkist
tetralogy covers a period of 63 years, from the funeral of Henry V in 1422
to the death of Richard III at Bosworth Field in 1485. The reign of the

* child king begins with bad omens. His uncle Gloucester and his grand-uncle,

the Bishop of Winchester (later Cardinal Beaufort), exchange unseemly words

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN SHAKESPEARE 31

before the Westminster Abbey, and news come from France of the loss of
many important towns like Rheims, Orleans, Paris, and Poictiers. Thus
unity at home and honour abroad are both dead with the death of Henry V.
In Part I of Henry VI, the war in France and the squabbles at home fill the
main canvas. Of the 2 chief protagonists in the French scenes, Joan of Arc
is presented with many coarse but also many heroic touches, while Lord
Talbot is portrayed as the dare—devil soldier on the English side, the ¢ valiant
Talbot > who ** above human thought’’ enacts * wonders with the sword and
lance”’ (1,1, 121-2). Although the fortunes in France fluctuate violently,
there is already a clear hint of the preordained conclusion in Exeter’s
ominous words : '

This late dissension grown betwixt the peers

Burns under feigned ashes of forg’d love

And will at last break out into a flame ...

And now I fear that fatal prophecy ...

That Henry born at Monmouth should win all,

And Henry born at Windsor should lose all.

(Part I, III, i, 189~199)

Nor are things more hopeful on the domestic front, where civil strife
is waged at all levels. The *Good' Duke Humphrey and the aggressive
Cardinal Beaufort, Lancastrians both of them, stand out as 2 irreconcilable
enemies, and neither Bedford nor Exeter nor yet the boy king, Henry VI,
can resolve their quarrels. Meantime the embers of another feud are revived
in the ¢ Temple Garden '’ scene (II, iv). Richard Plantagenet (grandson of
Edmund Langley, Duke of York, Jobn of Gaunt’s younger brother),
supported by his cousin, the Earl of Warwick, revives his old quarrel with
the Earl of Somerset, a Lancastrian, who is supported by the-Earl of Suffolk :
the parties pluck white and red roses respectively as symbolic of their
factions ; and Warwick strikes an attitude and says —

And here I prophesy : this brawl today,
Grown to this faction in the Temple Garden,
Shall send between the Red Rose and the White

A thousand souls to death and deadly night.
(Part I, II, iv, 124-7)
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The King is persuaded by Warwick to restore Richard to his titles, but
Richard is no more satisfied with the Dukedom of York than Bolingbroke
was satisfied with the Dukedom of Lancaster. FEven as he offers homage to
Henry VI, his mind is set on the crowns of both England and France. It js
thanks to the rivalry between York and Somerset that Talbot doesn’t get aid
in time, and so loses his life. Weak King though he is, Henry VI is shrewd
enough to see the significance of the march of events,

: but wholly powerless
to alter its course :

Civil dissension is a viperous worm
That gnaws the bowels of the commonwealth.

(1, i, 72-3)

It scems likely enough that what are now calied Parts II and I1I of
Henry VI were originally first conceived as a dramatic study of the

‘ Contention of the two Famous Houses of York and Lancaster ’, and Part I
with the Talbot scenes written independently. The last scene of Part I,
where Suffolk reports to King Henry about Margaret, might have been
inserted rather as an after-thought to connect it with the opening scene of
Part II, where Queen Margaret, just brought from France, joins her royal
husband. Being a dowerless marriage, and even otherwise open to criticism,
Suffolk’s choice is bitterly criticised by Gloucester. But unlike her husband,
Queen Margaret is a datermined woman, and with Suffolk’s help she hopes
to get rid of the protector., Cardinal Beaufort, Gloucester’s old enemy, and
Somerset and Buckingham are also ranged against Gloucester, though each
is working only for his own ends. There is also the formidable Yorkist
faction, with York dreaming of the crown, and Warwick and his father,
Salisbury, working ardently on his side. But all of them feel that so long
as Gloucester retains the Protectorship, their own individual or group
ambitions must suffer frustration. While oppusition to the “*Good’ Duke
Humphrey is thus rapidly strengthening, he receives an unexpected blow from
his scheming and ambitious wife, Eleanor, who is surprised in magical
practices, arrested, and publicly disgraced.” Gloucester's own dismissal
follows immediately, and he is accused by the unscrupulous Lords of treason
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and corruption, and in spite of Henry’s feeble protests, committed to the
Tower. As Gloucester sadly remarks —

Ah, thus King Henry throws away his ‘crutch
Before his legs be firm to bear his body !

Thus is the shepherd beaten from thy side,

And wolves are gnarling who shall gnaw thee first.

(Part II, III, i, 189—92)

No doubt Henry sees in his uncle’s face “the map of honour, truth, and
loyalty , but he is powerless to intervene. O the tragedy of ‘goodness’
like Henry’s that is really good for nothing! Father Martindale rightly says
that “the greatest mystery of all is not Evil as such: it is the terrible
inadequacy of the Good " *

Left behind by the King, the others,—York,Beaufort, Suffolk and the
Queen, — debate how best to liquidate Gloucester, and Margaret is as
vehement as the most blood-thirsty among them. Suffolk says :

Be it by gins, by snares, by subtlety,
Sleeping or waking, ‘tis no matter how,
So he be dead ...... (Part II, 111, i, 262—4)

And the Queen responds by remarking that * thrice-noble Suffolk ** has
« resolutely spoke’’ ! But when the murder is actually carried out (1447)
with the help of hired assassins, there is a popular rising, for the Duke
Humphrey had always been beloved of the people. Now Salisbury and
Warwick are quick to exploit the situation, and they get the King to banish
Suffolk, notwithstanding the Queen’s tactless entreaties on his behalf. On
his way to France, Suffolk meets the fate of Gloucester, being captured by a
warship off the coast of Kent and put to death by the ship’s officers.
Beaufort too is suddenly overtaken by a grievous sickness and he dies

peare ' (Man’s Unconquerable Mind, p. 258).
5
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“blaspheming God, and cursing men on earth” (III, ii, 372). When Warwick
sanctimoniously says, “ So bad a death argues a monstrous life”’, Henry
makes the apt reply :

Forbear to judge, for we are sinners all.
Close up his eyes, and draw the curtain close ;
And let us all to meditation . (111, iii, 30—3)

Nemesis has overtaken 2 of the 4 plotters of Gloucester’s death with almost
lightning rapidity. Only York and Margaret remain, and Part III will show
how each will prove the ruin of the other.

The interlude of Jack Cade’s abortive rebellion accounts for the
greater part of Act IV. In Act V, the Duke of York, after a successful
campaign in Ireland, returns to England with his Irish army, and at the
Battle of St. Albans (1455), the aggressive * Roses’ join issue for the first
time. York, Salisbury and Warwick defeat the King and the Lancastrians
decisively. Somerset and Clifford are killed, Henry and Margaret escape
from the field, to be pursued by the victors to London.

The conclusion of the Second Part of Henry VI is merely the
commencement of Part III, for York and Lancaster’s long jars continue
without intermission ; if anything, the tempo rises still further, and a new
ferocity is introduced in the person of York’s youngest son, Richard (later
the Duke of Gloucester, the * Bad * Duke, in contrast to the ‘* Good’® Duke
Humphrey), betier known as the Crookback. Already, at the end of the

Second Part, the temper of the rival factions is indicated in the words of
Young Clifford :

Henceforth I will not have to do with pity :

Meet I an infant of the house of Yoik,

Into as many gobbets will I cut it

As wild Medea young Absyrtus did ;

In cruelty will I seek out my fame. (V, ii, 56—60)

And Richard Crookback, having just killed Somerset, says :

Sword, hold thy temper ; heart, be wrathful still :
Priests pray for enemies, but princes kill. (Vv, ii, 70—1)
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Now Part III opens with the Yorkists assembling at Parliament House,
London. As the Duke of York occupies the throne, the Lancastrians enter,
headed by the King. Hot verbal exchanges take place, Henry’s title to the
throne is questioned and defended, and Warwick suddenly shows the
mailed fist:

Do right unto this princely Duke of York ;
Or I will fill the house with armed men,
And over the chair of state, where now he sits,
Write up his title with usurping blood.
(Part IIL, T, i, 167—9)

Henry loses his nerve, —* base, fearful, and despairing Henry ", as Westmore-
land calls him, — pleads that he might be allowed to reign as king for his
lifetime, and agrees to entail the crown to York and his heirs for ever. The
Yorkists disperse in jubilation, but now Margaret, and her son Edward, the
Prince of Wales, take Henry to task for so brazenly bartering their rights
away. At the ensuing engagement at Wakefield, Young Clifford kills the
innocent Rutland (York’s son) notwithstanding his pathetic plea : “ I never
did thee harm ; why wilt thou slay me 7"’ (I, ii, 38). Clifford’s answer is:

ANo cause !
Thy father slew my father ; therefore die. {1, ii, 46—7)

York himself is overtaken, and is at the mercy of the Lancastrians.  But in
their brief hour of success, except for Northumberland, they are just as
meanly cruel and bloodthirsty as the Yorkists. Margaret and Clifford stab
York, after showering taunts on him, and showing him a handkerchief
stained with Rutland’s blood. York aptly describes Margaret as *‘ she-wolf
of France ...... tiger’s heart wrapp’d in a woman’s hide’’, and his dying
Prophecy —
My ashes, as the phoenix, may bring forth

A bird that will revenge upon you all ...... )
1, iv, 35—6)

echoes ominously in the air. More battles are presently fought — the 2nd
Battle of St. Albans, which Margaret wins and Warwick loses, and the
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Battle of Townton, in which the Lancastrians are routed, Clifford is slain,
and the Yorkists are on top again (1451). The futility and ferocity of
war is brought out by the juxtaposition of a Son that hath killed his father
and a Father that has killed his son, and the wretched King can merely moan
his impotence, or muse like Thoreau, or give way to bottomless despair —

O pitecus spectacle! O bloody times !

While lions war and battle for their dens,

Poor harmless lambs abide their enmity ......

Woe above woe! grief more than common grief !

O that my death would stay these ruthful deeds ......

(11, v, 73—5; 94—5)

Although the victory of the Yorkist faction means the enthronement of
Edward IV (York’s eldest son}, the swelling legacy of ancestral crime cannot
but breed more evil. In the Second Book of Paradise Lost, Milton gives a
terribly vivid picture of Sin and Death and their numerous progeny :

These yelling monsters, that with ceaseless cry
Surround me, as thou saw’st — hourly conceived
And hourly born, with sorrow infinite

To me ......

So it has been with the numerous progeny of Edward III. Evil starts,
evil accomplishes atrocious inbreeding, evil continually destroys the agents
it feeds by making them victims at the same time. While the all-powerful
Warwick — the “ setter~up and plucker-down of kingdoms "’ — is away in
France to negotiate a suitable match for Edward IV, the King himself decides
to make the widow Elizabeth Woodville (Lady Grey) his Queen, since she
will not consent to be his concubine. This action throws Warwick into the
arms of Queen Margaret and the Lancastrians, and he promptly resolves to
re-seat Henry VI on the throne. Meantime Richard Crookback — ‘*that

V'flliant crookback prodigy ”’, in Queen Margaret's inimitable words — has
his own plans, hopes and fears:

And yet, between my soul’s desire and me —
The h}stful Edward’s title buried —
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Is Clarence, Henry, and his son young Edward,
And all the unlook’d for issue of their bodies,
To take their rooms ere I can place myself.

A cold premeditation for my purpose /

Why, then I do but dream on sovereignty ;
Like one that stands upon a promontory

And spies a far-off shore where he would tread,
Wishing his foot were equal with his eye ...
Why, I can smile, and murder whiles I smile ...
I’ll play the orator as well as Nestor,

Deceive more slily than Ulysses could,

And, like a Sinon, take another Troy.

I can add colours to the chameleon,

Change shapes with Protheus for advantages,
And set the murderous Machiavel to school.
Can I do this, and cannot get a crown ?

Tut, were it farther off, pluck it down.

(IIL ifi, 128-37; 182; 188-95)

We are here in the presence of no everyday criminal, no mere avenger
seeking any particular victim, no limited ambition setling a boundary to its
empire, but Evil itself in a seemingly human form, audaciously human yet
hideously warped and deformed, Evil that scatters the seeds of sin and
gathers whole harvests of crime.

While Richard is biding his time, Warwick raises the standard of
rebellion, and the Yorkists lose, and Henry exchanges the Tower for the
throne (1470). But not for long. Edward and Richard gather their forces
together, and at the Battle of Barnet (1471), the Lancastrians again lose, and
Warwick dies — even as Hotspur dies in I Henry I V — with eloquent words
and belated wisdom in his mouth. Thus Hotspur :

But thoughts, the slaves of life, and life, time’s fool,
And time, that takes survey of all the world,
Must have a stop.

(V,iv, 81-3)
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And thus Warwick :

Lo now my glory smear’d in dust and blood !
My parks, my walks, my manors, that I had,
Even now forsake me; and of all my lands
Is nothing left but my body’s length.
Why, what is pomp, rule, reign, but earth and dust ?
And live we how we can, yet die we must.
(v, ii, 23-8)

The surviving Lancastrians join Queen Margaret and her army from France
and engage the Yorkists at Tewksbury, and are once again overpowered.
Prince Edward is brutally done to death by Edward and his two brothers,
and Richard quickly proceeds to London and kills Henry VI as well. The
unhappy old King knows that his end is near and his tongue turns to
prophesy
that many a thousand

Which now mistrust no parcel of my fear,

And many an old man’s sigh, and many a widow’s,

And many an orphan’s water-standing eye—

Men for their sons, wives for their husbands,

Orphans for their parents’ timeless death—

Shall rue the hour that ever thou wast born.

(V, vi, 37-43)

And although he rebukes Richard in no uncertain terms—

The owl shriek’d at thy birth—an evil sign ;
The night-crow cried, aboding luckless time ;

Dogs howl’d, and hideous tempest shook down trees...
(V, vi, 44-6)—

his dying words to his murderer are: “O, God forgive my sins and
pardon thee!”’
Iv

Shakespeare was evidently both repelled and fascinated by this
Medusa-monstrosity in human form. Richard cannot be normal, for evil is
not normal, and such a colossus of evil can only be a gross perversion of
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pature.! He gloats on evil as never Satan himself gloated, for presumably
even Satan remembers heaven now and then and is seized with remorse or
at least self-pity. But Richard is wholly without regrets, as he is without
any compunctious visitings whatsoever. Heis no doubt a superlatively
gifted hypocrite, who could frame his face “ to all occasions”, and he is
able to gain the confidence of the very people he plans to destroy. He is

 master of all the arts of simulation and dissimulation, and, of course, he is

an artist in crime. For purposes of concentration and speed, Shakespeare
has resorted in the final play of the Yorkist tetralogy (Richard III), as in the
others, to considerable dramatic telescoping of events and has freely drawn
upon his imagination to emphasise character—-contrasts and the working of
nemesis. But Richard from first to last dominates the scene. The Third
Part of Henry VI closes with the murder of the King in the Tower, and in
the second scene of Richard 111, the corpse of the late King,-attended by Lady
Anne (Warwick’s daughter and Prince Edward’s widow) as chief mourner,—
is shown as being conveyed in melancholy procession to the appointed
grave. Richard chooses this moment to woo the Lady Anne whose husband
and father-in-law he has lately killed, and—amazing man !—he actually
gets her to say ‘yes’ to his seemingly monstrous proposal. One by one,
Richard has already removed many of the impediments between him and the
throne, but now he makes his moves with a precision that is infernal rather
than human. He encompasses the death of his brother, Clarence, inflames
Hastings against the Queen and, when Edward dies, throws her brother,
Lord Rivers, and her son, Lord Grey, into Pomfret Castle, and kills them.
Having become Lord Protector with the help of Hastings and Buckingham,
he gets rid of the former summarily :

Off with his head ! Now by Saint Paul I swear
I will not dine until J see the same. (11, iv, 78-9)

The two sons of Edward IV—Edward, Prince of Wales, and the Duke
of York—are now both consigned to the Tower, and Richard becomes king
at last, thanks to his own ruthlessness and resourcefulness, and also the

1.‘ We ;.hre here concerned only with Shakespearc’s Richard. For a more
favourable picture see Philip Lindsay’s King Richard 111 (1933.)
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complaisance of the Duke of Buckingham. But even Buckingham
experiences the first faint stirrings of conscience when Richard opens the
subject of liquidating the princes in the Tower, and so his life too is forfeit,
Even after the murder of the princes, Richard is worried about possible
rival claimants to the throne, and hence plans to marry Clarence’s daughter
to ““some mean poor gentleman ”, and to make Edward’s daughter his own
Queen after getting rid of his present wife :

I must be married to my brother’s daughter :

Or else my kingdom stands on brittle glass.

Murder her brothers, and then marry her !

Uncertain way of gain! But I am in

So far in blood thag sin will pluck on sin. (1V, ii, 62-6)

In the extraordinary scene (1V,iii) in which the old Queen Margaret,
the old Duchess of York (Richard’s mother), and Queen Elizabeth
(Edward IV’s widow)—3 women who have terribly suffered at the hands of
the Crookback—meet and mingle lamentations and curses, the basic fact
that in all wars it is the woman who pays the heaviest toll is dramatised
with lurid extravagance and passion. Richard chooses this moment to beg
his sister-in-law to give him the hand of her daughter. Two scenes earlier,
Anne had confessed to Elizabeth that when Richard wooed her by the dead
body of Henry VI, she had started cursing him, but—

Lo, ere [ can repeat this curse again,

Within so small a time, my woman’s hedrt

Grossly grew captive to his honey words

And prov’d the subject of mine own soul’s curse. . ..

(V. i, 78-81)

Is Queen Elizabeth too won as easily ? Richard thinks he has scored again.

But she only gains time, and- later sends word that Henry, Earl of
Richmond, can marry her daughter.

The wailing of the surviving dowagers of the rival houses of York
and Lancaster is central to the scheme of the tetralogy, however it may be
historically impossible. In the curses and mutual recriminations which fill
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the air, we view, in Dr. R. G. Moulton’s words, “a vis‘ta of nemeses
receding further and further back into history ”.! Likextuse, the even.ts
dramatised in Richard III demonstrate the remorseless working of nemesis.
The fall of Clarence is brought about by Queen Elizabeth and her fac.tlon ;
the Queen’s relations are liquidated by Richard with the help of Hastmgs.;
Hastings himself is eliminated with Buckingham’s support ; and, ﬁn’aliy, it
is Buckingham’s own turn to lick the dust. The wheel of nemesis goes
round and round, striking the culprits down one after another. Now it is
Richard’s turn at last, he has been in all the villainies, he bhas hims‘elf
adroitly turned the wheel to his advantage,—but he cannot escape reckoning
for ever. Richard Crookback and Henry, Earl of Richmond, meet at
Bosworth Field. Richard's ranks are thinned by the swarms of deserters (o
Richmond, and Richard dies, not whining, but fighting, his last ri.nging
words being: “ A horse! a horse! my kingdom for a horse!™ (V, iv, ?),
Henry, descended on his mother’s side from John of Gaunt, oW marries
Edward IV’s daughter, Elizabeth, and so the Red and the White roses are
united at last in the new King, Henry VI, and his Queen. .

v

The sequence of 8 plays from Richard II to Ricizarc.i I{’I , ‘on a to’taﬂ
view, is an impressive political pageant, aln‘mst an epic in its moving
multiplicity of incident and character, and in us pamstakmg veracily an-d
universality,—verily an English Mahabharata, though cast in a dramal{c
form. Of the 2 Richards, John Palmer justly writes : ** The man who is
self-centred in imagination and the man who is self-centred i13 act,ifn fxre
equally out of tune with reality, and equally doomed to destruction. ** ka'e
the 2 Richards, the 2 Gloucesters too — the Good Duoke Humphrey who {s
loyal to his nephew and the Bad Duke, Richard Cr-ookback, who has his
2 nephews murdered in the Tower — offer a st:txdy in contrast; so do the
2 Henrys, father and son, the victor of Agincourt and the loser of

France. and the 2 Yorks the weak but honest York of Richard II

B 1. Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist (1991), p. 113; also p. 110,
2. Political Characters of Shakespeare (1848}, p. 179,

6
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and the masterful but unscrupulous York of Henry VI. The permanent
results of Agincourt were practically nil; what chance or force of
arms gave, fickle chance and the shifting fortunes of war took
away. The significant life-work of Henry VI was the foundation
of Eton College, Windsor, and King’s College, Cambridge, —* nobler
monuments, surely,’”’ say the historians, E. H. Carter and R. A. F.
Mears, “than the fading glories of Agincourt.” The 2 tetralogies are
peopled with power-seeking politicians to whom nothing is sacred. The
bigger lords — Northumberland, Worcester, Hotspur, Scroop, Somerset,
York, Warwick, Buckingham — have their own personal armies, and
although they frequently take the name 6f God, King or Country, although
they utter resounding oaths and promise eternal fealty or friendship, their
ego is their God, King and Country, loyalty, friendship and religion for
them. They have no use for learning, and despise piety. Romantic love
but plays a minor part in their lives. Women are dolls or mere chattel to
be played with or to be used, received or given away. Characters like
Queen Margaret or the Duchess Eleanor, even like Joan of Arc, are the
exception rather than the rule: the generality of women conform to the
passive womanly type, symbols of silent sufferance, the docile mothers and
sustainers of the race in spite of the murderous proclivities of the males of
the species. In the audaciously conceived scene in Richard III (already
referred to more than once) where three sorrowing mothers raise a chorus of
doleful recapitulation and futile recrimination, itis the blood-curdling cry
and scream of widowhood and motherhood bemoaning the murderous
slaughters of husbands and children. Queen Margaret appears in all the
4 plays of the Yorkist tetralogy, verbal eruptions of her vengeful nature but
agree in a general way “with the tit-for-tat scheme of crime and punishment’
that is set forth in the 4 plays.

As for the men, they range from one extreme, Henry VI, gentle,
saintly, and long-suffering, to the other, Richard Crookback, flint-hearted,
ruthless and unbelievably and utterly evil. The rest are just imperfect
human beings, compounded of the elements of good and evil in varying

I. E.M.W. Tillyard’s Shakespeare’s History Pluays (cd. 1948), p. 212,
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proportions, but none without some redeeming quality asserting itself at
some time or other. Yet they are as a rule so intoxicated with the
sense of their individual importance or with the rightness of their
own cause that with them the wish is generally father to
the thought. To change sides is for them as justifiable as to change shirts,
and to double-cross one’s friends when it is to one’s advantage is as
legitimate as to spite one’s declared enemy. They are terribly conscious of
their * nobility " and loftily contemptuous of the common people. They are
not very good at arguing, though they can hurl on occasions the foulest
execrations at one another; and when all fail, the mailed fist is expected
to do duty. They ‘ sweet lord” one- another promiscuosly, and some of
their ¢asides’ are unspeakably coarse or outrageously criminal. Their
nearest modern counterparts are the war lords and commissars of
totalitarian countries or the managers or bosses of political caucuses in the
democracies.

One thing, however, must be said in favour of most of these fighting
animals. Theyare not cowards. They are ready to fight even against odds.
They are ready to die. They do not, like modern captains of war, send
the common soldiers ahead as ready cannon fodder, hiding themselves in
carefully camouflaged, heavily sand-bagged positions well behind the
fighting lines. Most of them die on the battle-field, many are publicly
executed, and many others are secretly murdered. The victim may be
overpowered in his bzd, and he may exhibit a sense of surprise; he may
seek information; he may indulge in self-criticism or prophecy—most of
them do prophesy about the woes still to come!—but hardly any of them
behaves abjectly or whines unworthily in the end. Writing of the Yorkist
tetralogy, Professor R. W. Chambers writes: ** For scope, power, patriotism,
and sense of doom it had probably no parallel since Aeschylus wrote the
trilogy of which the Persians is the surviving fragment””! The words may
be applied with equal relevance to the entire cycle of 8 plays. What unites
the entire cycle, says Dr. Tillyard, «is the steady political theme: the
theme of order and chaos, of proper political degree and civil war, of crime

1. Man’s Unconguerable Mind, p. 254.
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and punishment, of God’s mzrcy finally tempering his justice, of the belief
that such had been God's way with England.””!'  Crime provokes
punishment, wrong calls for reprisal; but human affairs are so complicated
that no evil can be easily isolated. Alternately currents of crime and
revenge, more crime and more revenge, are generated, and the opposing
categories tend to get increasingly blurred. As the evil rages unchecked, a
new malignancy seizes the actors, and iron enters the souls of even the
well-meaning and the honourable. Men of good will prove progressively
incapable of controlling the events let loose by evil. The power of evil
steadily grows from play to play till in Richard IIl, in the person of its
principal character, all evil seems to gather into head. Then, when all seems
hopeless, when it looks as though the eclipse of good is apparently for ever,
Henry, Earl of Richmond, steps in almost like a heaven-sent messenger, to
beat back the shadows and usher in the bright dawn of a new era. Crime
and punishment have no meaning in a context where too many are involved
in them both. Men are mostly Abels pursued, or Cains pursuing; and not
seldom both pursuers and the pursued. We think that a little concession to
evil will not hurt us very much; but we are mistaken. No easy commerce
with sin and evil is possible. We either go the whole hog, or knuckle under
in the meanwhils. We cannot both play with evil and circumscribe its
operations ; the Jekylls who flirt with evil become in time unalterable Hydes.
As the reader closes the last of the cycle of 8 plays, weariness and exhaus-
tion overpower him. We can hardly believe our ears when Richmond says :

Now civil wounds are stopp’d, peace lives again—
That she may long live here, God say amen !
(V, v. 40-1)

Itisthe calm that descends on a city desolated by acyclone or an
earthquake, — the dazed peace that followed the atomic explosion over
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Evil has raged so long, crimes and reprisals and
suffering have so long become the current coin of the realm, that the very
taste of peace and the flavour of human affection, are conscience, long

1. g';akespeare’s History Plays, pp. 200-1,
7
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forgiveness, meekness—order, * degree’, legitimacy, unity—these too have
derided and suppressed, has almost lost its function. Charity, pity,
suffered gross betrayal or damage. The way of egotism and pride, sin and
crime, can show the way only to this winter of approximate death. The
sterility and blight have ended at long last, and the waste land can be now
cultivated again.

LECTURE III
I

Ever since Heminge and Condell grouped Shakespeare’s 36 plays
under Comedies, Histories and Tragedies in the Folio edition of 1623,
superficial readers have been apt to assume that these terms are clear-cut and
were so understood in Elizabethan and Jacobean times. But plays were not
so succinctly or emphatically described in the Stationers’ Register or on the
title-pages of the Quarto editions. Under 2nd May, 1595, the S. R. refers
to ** a booke intituled A plesant Conceyted historie called ‘the Tayminge of
a Shrowe’. . Titus Andronicus is entered on 6th February, 1594 as “a booke
intituled a Noble Roman Historye of Tytus Andronicus”. What we now
call the Third Part of Henry VI is referred to in the first Quarto of 1595 as
“The true Tragedie of Richard Duke of Yorke”, while the Second Part is
described in the S. R. as “ a booke intituled, the firste parte of the Conten-
tion of the twoo famous houses of York and Lancaster with the deathe of
the good Duke Humfrey, etc.” Likewise Richard II is entered in the S R,
as a * Tragedie ”’, and Richard III as * The tragedie of kinge Richard the
Third with the death of the Duke of Clarence”. Hamlet is entered on 26th
July, 1602 as “ A booke called ‘the Revenge of Hamlet Prince of Denmarke
while King Lear is described under the date 26th November, 1607 as a
‘historye’. It is clear therefore that Shakespeare and his contemporaries
had less rigid ideas about comedy, history, and tragedy than a look at the
¢ Catalogue > prefixed to the First Folio would seem to warrant., Itis
certainly convenient to separate the 10 historical plays from King John to
Henry VIII from the Comedies and the Tragedies, but this should not foster
the supposition that Shakespeare cultivated the tragic muse only in the
Tragedies and humour and frivolity only in the Comedies. We have seen
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that several of the Histories embody the stuff of tragedy, and indeed the
entire sequence of 8 plays from Richard II to Richard III may be described
as the tragedy of England and the English people, conveying a cumulative
sense of suffering, horror and futility but also of stern endeavour, nobility,
humanity and reawakening strength. No doubt, as with great literature, by
sleight of the artist’s hand, England and the English people achieve a
connotation that embraces all lands, all times, all peoples. But the starting-
point is England and English history. If an epic could be defined asa
significant evocation of events and characters that are of paramount interest
to a particular nation and also of general interest to all mankind, then
Shakespeare’s history plays have certainly an epic sweep and intention.
England’s trials, her search for unity, legitimacy and stability, and her
attempts to fuse in practical action the contradictory principles of order and
impulse are the real theme of the Histories. But England’s history is also
human history and that is why these plays still so profoundly move us.

In the Comedies and the Tragedies —as distinct from the 10 historical
plays—the theme is seized from the human end Macbeth belongs to the
history of Scotland, Cymbeline and Lear to early British history;
Julius Caesar, Antony and Octavius, Coriolanus, and Titus
Andronicus are Roman historical characters, and Timon has some
sort of niche in  Athenian history.  Perhaps there was a
Prince of Denmark corresponding to Hamlet and a Moorish
General of the Venetian army named Othello. But from the beginning
these characters are seized inwardly and presented, not as so many national
heroes or types, but as sparks of primordial humanity, creatures of infinity
who have survived all changes in a changing world. No doubt, characters
in fiction, poetry or drama, however the writer may have seized them
inwardly, need to be clothed and given a set of habits before they are let
loose among us. It is a question of the relative emphasis arising from the
initial movement. In the English historical plays, Shakespeare sought to
present certain political sitvations and characters, and incidentally also
brought out what was of primary human interest in them. The * Histories
are literature without question, but literature reasonably subordinated to
hard facts ; the play of invention and imagination has but a restricted scope
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in such works. In the Comedies and the Tragedies, on the contrary,
Shakespeare started from certain primary human situations, worked his way
to the human core, and touched everything with universality. The problems
of crime and punishment, injury and revenge, figure in several of the Comedies
and Tragedies as well,—only here Shakespeare has a far freer hand than
in the Histories. It will be a gross perversion of the dynamics of creati.ve
writing to maintain that Shakespeare commenced his dramatic career with
a definite plan of campaign. The creative writer is ruled by the categori'cal
imperatives of his imagination, rather than by masses of fa‘cts, theories,
or ethical formulas. Experience comes to him from various sources:
books, observation, personal involvement, intellectual formulfation. .But
not till the experience is transformed by the imagination can it turn into
great art. This is so with each of Shakespeare’s plays. It can, if we like,
be related to his studies, bis entanglements at the moment, his reigqing
idiosyncracies, or his pet preferences or prejud'ices ; b'ut in ?h&? ﬁn.al valuation,
it is really the child of his imagination. All this admitted, 1-t is still open to lfs
to infer the broad outlines of a general ethical pattern behlnq the plays. It is
patural that we should see each individual play as a small unique segment of
life ; but it is by no means illegitimate to see the plays also as a series, or to
see in them an underlying movement groping towards a goal, like a river

obscurely forging its way to the ocean.

Our concern in these lectures is only with Shakespeare’s tre:'nmcnt
of the problem of Crime and Punishment. Now what are tpe different
ways in which this problem could be pre'senfed in conformity .thh the. failcts
of our experience ? The intention to kill is I.lOt the same thing as kxlh.ng,
though the very intention taints the- soul. Fzrst,.the.n, we hav? a situation
in which an intended criminal act 1s prevented. in time ; or cxrcqmstances
intervene that render impossible the accomp].lshment ?f the crime. As
there is no actual crime, there is no call f‘or punishment exther.. Pumshm.ent
in such a context would be mere vindictiveness. Second, an mtende.d crlm.e
or injury is prevented no doubt, but th*e means em;?loyed to a.chxeve thfs
end are dubious or leave an unpleasant odour behind. Agan? there is
no call for punishment, and to bfood on the hqrror that. mlght have
happened rather than accept with gratitude the reassuring actuality, is not the
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way of wisdom. Third, a crime may be both intended and accomplished :
what then 2 The normal—almost universal—reaction is revenge or reprisal,
a process of action that may embrace, not merely the criminal, but also his
friends, his relatives not even innocent women and children excepted.
Unescapably such revenge or reprisal starts a series of alternating currents,
crime being followed by punishment (which is but another and
perhaps a worse crime), and in its turn provoking a third crime, and
so on, horror piled on horror, till human sensibilities are
deadened, crime and punishment become interchangeable or jumbled
categories, and humanity becomes a determined mutual suicide club. If
men’s minds don’t flirt with sin and crime, or if intended crimes are luckily
prevented by chance or design, there is either no problem or the problem of
punishment is fairly easy of solution. But crimes are not only planned, but
are sometimes actually coramitted. The human family hasn’t still outgrown
the primitive stage of Cain answering unabashed: ¢ Am I may brother’s
keeper 77 Cains do liquidate Abels: what then? We have seen that the
way of reprisal and revenge leads but to the bleak equality of the grave,
Is there no other way in which the challenge of evil can be met? *Resist
not evil 1’ Is it a counsel of perfection ? Is it a vocation only for Messiahs
and Mahatmas? Cannot crime be met by forgiveness, instead of by
reprisal or punishment ? A crime is committed, but the criminal is forgiven!
This is the fourth possible way of dealing with the problem of crime and
punishment. Shakespeare has explored all these four ways in his dramas.

If

In The Merchant of Venice (as in Much Ado About Nothing), an
attemmpted crime is prevented just in time. What is the real issue belween

Shylock and Antonio 2 I it racial antagonism between Jew and Gentile 7

Is it rivalry between the mere moneylender and the merchant with far-flung
interests ? The fact of hatred is unmistakable, but it is rather an one-sided
affair. Shylock certainly hates Antonio, but Antonio’s feeling is more one
of contempt than hatred towards Shylock—which perhaps only infuriates the
Jew all the more. 1In his first  aside” Shylock says :

I hate him for he is a Christian;
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But more for that in low simplicity

He lends out money gratis, and brings down
The rate of usance here with us in Venice.

If I can catch him once upon the hip,

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him.

He hates our sacred nation; and he rails,

Even there where merchants most do congregate,
On me, my bargains, and my well-won thrift,
Which he calls interest. Cursed be my tribe
If I forgive him!

(1, iii, 37-47)

Later, faced with the overwhelming fact of Shylock’s hatred, Antonio offers
this explanation to his friend Solanio :

He seeks my life; his reason well I know:
I oft deliver’ d from his forfeitures
Many that have at times made moan to me;

Therefore he hates me.
(II1, iii, 21-4)

Shylock is rather a comic figure to start with, an ‘alien’ with his strange
ways and his hoarded wealth, the shabby man with a load of grievances, the
bad man who is up to anything. His reticences and silences are
characteristic of him as are his gesticulations and volubility. His ‘merry
sport* is readily acquiesced in by Antonio. 3,000 ducats in 3 months’ time
or a pound of Antonio’s flesh: such is the *merry sport’. The 3 months
pass; Bassanio on whose behalf Antonio has borrowed the money wins
Portia, the heiress of Belmont, but here in Venice the bond is forfeit and
Shylock demands his ‘pound of flesh’.  To the general hatred of Antonio
and the Christians is now added a new motive for revenge: the Christian,
Lorenzo, has eloped with Shylock’s daughter, Jessica, who has also taken
away jewellery worth several thousand ducats. All the accumulated wrongs
of the race, real or imaginary, are to be revenged on Antonio! In the
celebrated ¢ Trial Scene’, Shylock’s mind works with fiendish excitment, he
is like one transformed by the nervous frenzy of hatred, and all his thoughts
of revenge are directed at Antonio’s heart.  The semi-comic figure of the
7
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early scenes has become a colossus of evil, and Antonio, Bassanio and the
Duke are all powerless in the face of Shylock’s single-minded diabolical
obduracy. Portia appears as the young lawyer from Padua, and makes her
classic plea for mercy. But the Jew presents an adamantine front to all
.appeals. He wouldn’t even play the traditional Jew and take 3 times the
owed money and cancel the bond. What has happened to him? The fact
is he has become a giant force of malignant hate, a vast boil on the body
politic. So Portia has perforce to use the surgeon’s knife, and Shylock
suddenly awakes from the nightmare in which he has gloried as Omnipotence
to the crude realities of everyday life in Venice. The rest is an -anticlimax
for him. There is much in the judicial procedure followed in the °Trial
Scene’ that may raise a laugh in the modern reader; this is; however,
neatly balanc:d by the fantastic procedure followed at Belmont to choose a
bridegroom for Portia.  There is a truth in Shakespearian drama that
exceeds the merely legal, formal or materialistic truth; it is the higher
realism of romance, myth and poetry, and it satisfies the soul even when it
gives a jolt to the mind. Whatever the impediments, however the Himalayas
of evil obstruct the road to felicity, the guerdon is won, the evil is overcome;
Bassanio wins his lady, and Antonio survives the threat to his life.  Where
the mind is free and without blemish, the impulse to love hasenough potency
to checkmate adverse circumstances and all the sinister operations of evil.
Antonio hasn’t loved Bassanio in vain, nor has Bassanio loved Portia in
vain. ' In this sense, The Merchant of Venice is a joyous affirmation of faith
in the efficacy of love and a demonstration of the ultimate futility of evil.

Shylock at least can catalogue his grievances with some show of
conviction or even passion (III, i, 45-52). But what is Don John’s grie-
vance in Much Ado About Nothing? Shylock is an * alien ’, and Don John
is a bastard’, even as Edmund in King Learis a bastard. Aaron is a Moor ;
Richard III is the ‘crookback’. lago and Iachimo are *aliens’ too —
¢yellow’ Italian fiends. Uncle Claudius is a *satyr’ -- *‘a mildew’s ear’
and a * moor’. Evil evidently struck Shakespeare as a perversion of nature,
a deviation from normality. Don John himself is like a snake with a forked
tongue that shows its fangs for a second, then hurriedly withdraws into the
thicket or the nether world from which it had come out. He confesses to

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN SHAKESPEARE 51

being a man of few words, though of a morose temper. It is clear he is
jealous of Claudio: * that young start-up hath all the glory of my over-
throw. If I can cross him in any way, I bless myself every way ™ (I, iii,
57-9). It is clear too he hates his brother Don Pedro. But surely Hero
has in no way harmed him, and his villainy is directed mainly against her.
So we can only say that though, like Iago, Don John too can trot out reasons,
his real reason is the irresistible desire to do mischief, to plume up his will
(as Tago says) in ‘double knavery’!  The exercise of villainy is the
enjoyment of a sense of power. In The Merchant of Venice, Portia plays
Providence and prevents the actual commission of the intended crime of the
‘ritual’ killing of Antonio ... for to Shylock the pound of flesh nearest Anto-
nio’s heart was to be a ‘ritual’ offering to his injured Jewish pride. In Much
Ado, the duties of Providence are shared evenly by the scintillating Beatrice
and the brace of nincompoops, the ‘watch’, and the transcendental ass
Dogberry.

Act IV, Scene i, is one of the most painful scenes in Shakespeare.
Hero is shamed in the church, and falls down in a swoon. It is a revolting
exhibition of hard-heartedness, like the outrage on Droupadi in Dhritarashtra’s
Durbar Hall. The darkness of ignorance, real no less than spiritual, .. and
ignorance of whatever kind is but a form of evil,—overwhelms all the charac-
ters : all except Beatrice. She is aglow with fire, and she is the sole source
for a while of light, life and hope;. in her alone incarnated the promise of
reviving sanity. ¢ Kill Claudio I’ is no doubt the culminating atomic explosion,
but the real Beatrice is revealed in the affirmation, *O, on my soul, my
cousin is belied !’ (IV, i. 146). Her flame of living faith converts the friar,
revives Hero, and transforms Benedick from the mere chatterer to the knight
in shining armour charging against falsehood and injustice. At the crucial
moment when Hero was disgraced by her lover and disowned by her father,
Beatrice alone had the sense of the unclouded truth and the absolute courage
that only clear conviction of truth gives to strike a blow on bshalf of her
injured cousin. Thus she alone infused Hero with the will to live and fight
calumny, instead of succumbing at once to the impact of public slander.
On the other hand, Dogberry and the Watch, as is the way of the world,
muddled their passage through to the exposure of Don John and his tool,



52 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

Borachio. Hero’s life has been saved, and her name has been cleared. Had
she been a character in a Dostoevsky novel—had she been, for example, a
Nastasia Filippovna —she might not have cared to be reunited with the
wretched Claudio. But she is a sweet creature, she can make allowances for
human stupidity, and feeling relieved that the nightmare-misunderstanding is
over, she readily forgives her lover’s trespasses and is content to be married
to him. As for Don John, nobody bothers about the ‘brave punishments’

that are to be designed for him. We are well rid of him now, and that’s all
that matters.

III

As in The Merchant of Venice and Much Ado About Nothing, in All's
-Well that Ends Well and Measure for Measure too, intended crimes are frus-
trated in time. Providence takes a hand in the game, no doubt using suitable
human instruments, and the crime is forestalled, the wrong is righted. Still
there is an important difference. Portia perpetrated impersonation
and casuistry, and Beatrice played the Fury and instigated murder : yet they
struck these blows, not in mere self-interest, but on behalf of others. In
All’s Well, on the contrary, Helena is obliged to resort to certain means
which many would term questionable to achieve her own personal aims.
She is a masterful even more than a womanly woman: she is in this respect
somewhat like the heroine of M. Mauriac’s Galigai (1952). Like Madame
Agathe’s, like Leonora Dori’s, Helena’s power too is the “power of the
strong-minded over the weak”. The woman who pursues a man is
generally supposed to be a less attractive (or more comical) character than
the man who pursues a woman. For instance, we laugh at Surpanakha
when she pursues Rama, but when Ravana  abducts Sita
he is no mere figure of fun. However, unlike Madame
Agathe in M. Mauriac’s novel, Helena is both young and beautiful,
attractive in the eyes of all except the one person, Bertram, whom
she wishes to marry. *She is young, wise, fair”, says the King; the
Countess, Bertram’s mother, loves her as much as she loves her son, and
refers to her as “ the most virtuous gentlewoman that ever nature had
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praise for creating ” (IV, v, 7—2). And again, with pointed reference to
Bertram’s antipathy towards Helena, the Countess says:

There’s nothing here that is too good for him
But only she ; and she deserves a lord
That twenty such rude boys might tend upon,

And call her hourly mistress.
(111, ii, 78—81)

Lefeau, describing her in superlative terms, says that her beauty

did astonish the survey

Of richest eyes; whose words all ears took captive ;

Whose dear perfection hearts that scorn’d to serve

Humbly call’d mistress.

(v, iii, 16-—9)

If Portia appears first as a charming heiress and later asa dispenser of
justice, if Beatrice is, in the beginning, all mirth and no matter, though
presently she waxes as an incandescent Fury in the service outraged
innocence, then Helena's first role is that of a healer. Not only the King—
who was only sick in body—but Bertram also, who is sick in mind and
heart, needs her healing touch. To be the soft womanly woman—a flower
like Ophelia or Desdemona to be crushed by the hard and brutal world of
man—is not woman’s only destined role in life. The ideal of womanhood
includes strength no less than beauty, a capacity to protect and sacrifice no
less than the capacity to give and share the sweets of love. To make
Bertram happy in spite of himself is her vocation in life, and if incidentally
she cures the King, helps Diana to a good husband, and achieves her own
happiness, these need not be taken in the reckoning against her,

But the detractors of the play interpose: How about the
substituted mistress? Isn’t such a trick too bad for.bad report? And the
same wretched ruse is resorted to in the companion play, Measure for
Measure! Was Shakespeare suffering indeed from a temporary atrophy of
his imaginative powers? And so All’s Well anc! Measu're for Measgzre
are styled ¢ problem ’ plays, the ¢dark® comedies, or in the Shavian

terminology. * Plays Uanpleasant.’
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In the historical plays, Shakespeare presented with strict veracity one
form of human madness: war, of civil as well as the *national’ variety.
In the ‘problem’ plays, Al’s Well and Measure for Measure (to
which we may add Troilus and Cressida) !, Shakespeare presznted, with
uncompromising candour, another form of human madness: lust. In
Troilus and Cressida, both the lunacies — war and lust — coalesce to
produce a tremendous nausea the like of of which is to be seen
nowhere else in Shakespeare. Courage, endurance, chivalry, heroism are
among the virtues thrown up by war; or, rather, these virtues, which have
their proper place in life, turn gross and bestial and destructive and inhuman
under the stress of war. The spectacle of the son who has killed his father
and of the father who has killed his son, which Shakespeare has juxtaposed
in Henry VI, Part III (II, v), is an extreme instance of the criminal
insanity that is war. The lust for blood blinds human sensibilities, and
both the boy Rutland and the saint Henry are put to the sword. The lust
for blood rages with such blinding fury that the father kills his son, the son
kills his father, brother kills brother, kinsman kills kinsman, and it is only
when the fitful fever is past that awakening comes to taunt and stupefy the
survivors. So it is with lust. It is so maddening, so blinding a fever that
one hardly even recognizes the object of one’s lust. There is a story of
Maupassant’s which tells of a sailor who meets a girl in a brothel and
discovers later that it is his own sister. In war killing is done for
the sake of Kkilling, and the soldier cannot stop to consider the features of
the enemy who is advancing to kill him and will surely kill him, unless
he is himself killed in the meantime. The military uniform further helps to
obscure the human characteristics of the soldjer. The father cannot
recognize his son in his armour or uniform, and so kills him unaware of the
horror of the deed. Likewise Bertram sleeps with Helena, and Angelo
sleeps with Marina, wholly unaware of the cunning substitution of the
partner. Lust is a fierce appetite fed by a lurid imagination that holds no

1. Dr. Tillyard describes Hamlict also as a ¢ problem’ play : the description
fits in so far as the play portrays the dark power of lust. But we

needn’t go the whole length of Dr. Tillyard’s argument and say that
Hamlet is not a tragedy.
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commerce with sober reality. Angelo and Bertram are alike consumed by
this sudden cancerous appetite, and they must satisfy it even' under cove.r of
darkness. As Helena, in the hour of her humiliating triumph, exclaims,
speaking (shall we say) both for herself and Marina of Measure for Measure :

But, O strange men !
That can such sweet use make of what they hate,
When saucy trusting of the cozen’d thoughts
Defiles the pitchy night. So lust doth play
With what it loathes, for that which is away.
(IV, iii, 21-=15)

‘And in Sonnet 129, Shakespeare describes in scalding language the
soul-destroying power of lust :

Th’ expense of spirit in a waste of shame

Is lust in action ; and till action, lust

Is perjur'd, mur’rous, bloody, full of blame,
Savage, extreme, rude, cruel, not to trust;
Enjoy’d no sooner but despised straight ;
Past reason hunted, and, no sooner had,
Past reason hated, as a swallowed bait,

On purpose laid to make the taker mad— \
Mad in pursuit, and in possession so :

Had, having, and in quest to have, extreme ;
A bliss in proof, and prov’d, a very woe :
Before, a joy propos’d ; behind, a dream.

All this the world well knows ; yet none knows well
' To shun the heaven that leads men to this bell.

The craving for sex, a native and fierce urge and a basicf fact of vital
consciousness, can be bound by the silken cord of love, permitted reasor_lal?le
play within the safe limits of marriage, ‘and so enabled to fulfil .ns
evolutionary role as the means of much Pure joy as also the. central 'creatxve
principle of life. But promiscuous love 1s'but poor degrading bestial lust.
it is swinish grovelling in the gutter, debasing the giver as well as the mad or
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maddended purchaser, and it is a diseased nature that seeks such ‘love’,
Bertram admits as much when he begs Diana to give herself unto his

‘ sick desires * and Angelo, reeling under the sudden eruption of lustful
desire for Isabella, says :

What’s this, what’s this ? Is this her fault or mine ?

The tempter or the tempted, who sins most ?

Ha!

Not she; nor doth she tempt; but it is I

That, lying by the violet in the sun,

Do as the carrion does, not as the flowr,

Corrupt with virtuous season. (IL, ii, 162—-8)

Neither Bertram nor Angelo pretends that his passion is other than base.
not the body alone, but the soul also, is diseased, and this is even more true
of Angelo than of Bertram. We cannot charge Bertram, as we can charge
Angelo, with playing the Puritan and the just God and actually enacting
Belial and Moloch. Bertram is merely the simple sensual man, brainless
and selfish as such men generally are. 'But Angelo desires to outrage a
sanctuary even though he knows full well that it is a sanctuary ; and when
he gets, as he fondly imagines, what he has desired, he isn’t even prepared
to keep his part of the bargain. Measure for Measure, indeed ! Substituted
mistresses, and substituted heads !

Helena might have erred against propriety in openly asking the
King for the hand of Bertram. But why should the masculine code of
honour be raised to the level of Scripture ? She loves Bertram with a pure
unquenchable love, and there can be few affirmations of love more el

oquent
than hers to Bertram’s mother :

I know I love in vain, strive against hope ;
Yet in this captious and insensible sieve

I still pour in the waters of my love,

And lack not to lose still. Thus, Indian-like,
Religious in mine error, I adore

The sun that looks upon his worshipper

But knows of him no more.

(I, iii, 192—8)
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Viola in Twelfth Night is content to ** let concealment, like worm in * the * bud,
feed on her damask cheek *’; but Helena is more like a Hound of Love
that pursues the fleeing man to seize and possess and reform and redeem
him, even in spite of himself and his perversity. She is man’s Shakti, the
source of his reviving life and strength. It can therefore be said that Helena
plays in All’s Well the roles of both Isabella and the Duke in Measure for
Measure. In the end Bertram is shamefaced in all conscience—he has
lied and prevaricated and played the fool and the cad Ilong
enough — and so when Helena appears again before him and says

* Tis but the shadow of a wife you see,
The name and not the thing ...

(V, iii, 301-2) —

he eagerly affirms: ¢ Both, both; O, pardon!” There is no point in
questioning his sincerity here, nor in the promise that follows (albeit it is
weakly hypothetical in form): ‘‘I’ll love her dearly, ever, ever dearly .

In Measure for Measure, lIsabella first appears, not as healer like
Helena, but as an angel of mercy. Portia, Beatrice, Helena, Isabella: they
are almost incarnations of -Mahalakshmi, Mahakali, Mahasaraswati, and
Maheshvari, bringing to their earth-play diverse aspects of the Mother, the
creatrix, and redeeming the erring world of man. Isabella has left the cloister
to plead for the life of her condemned brother. An air of sanctity envelops
her, and holy, fair, and chaste is she! From the very moment of her stepping out
of the cloister into the world, she is fated to prove a disturbing influence on
others. Many lives suffer a ¢sea-change’ on account of her impact upon
them. She reminds us of Browning’s Pippa in this respect — only, unlike
Pippa, who changes others while remaining untouched herself and even
unaware of the redemptive power that flows from her, Isabella’s is an active
mission, she changes others and herself grows in wisdom and experience. As
she comes straight from the cloister, the Christian plea for mercy becomes
her, ¢ The very incandescence of ber compassion transcends the personal
occasion”’, writes Miss Mary Lascelles, ¢ carrying her to a height at which
if she would plead for one man, she must plead for all.” When Angelo says

8
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that Claudio, her brother, * is a forfeit of the law ”, Isabella breaks out her
first absolutely noble utterance in the play :

Alas! alas!

Why, all the souls that were were forfeit once ;

And He that might the vantage best have took

Found out the remedy. (1L, ii, 72-5)
There is no necessity to recapitulate the whole story here. There is in
Isabella’s whole aspect a radiant purity before which Angelo — although he
is aptly described by Lucio as *“a man whose blood is very snow-broth,
one who never feels the wanton stings and motions of the sense ™ (I, iv,
57-60) — quails somewhat, and instead of rejecting her suit outright, asks
her to meet him the next day. It is with some difficulty that he makes his
meaning clear to her this time, and naturally she is aghast, and brings
herself to say : :

I know your virtue hath a license in’t,

Which seems a little fouler than it is,

To pluck on others. (11, iv, 145-7)

But he is hardly himself, being-blinded by lust, and he is determined to take
every advantage over her. As she leaves him for the second time, she has
no doubt in her mind as to her final decision: “ More than our brother is
our chastity “ (I, iv, 185). She is quite genuinely repelled by unchastity
in others. She doesn‘t defend Claudio’s action, she only pleads that he
may be forgiven. Repelled by unchastity in others, what Angelo suggests
cannot but strike her as a horrible course of action, something that is not to
be thought of even as a distant possibility. She is Christian enough to view
the failings of others with charity, but she cannot with eyes open soil her
own immortal soul. She finds herself in an intolerable situation, but there
is an * inner struggle” — for she sees her way quite clearly. Yet her path is
strewn with thorns, whithersoever she may turn. Even as she has struck crude
earth in Angelo, she now finds that her brother is no less weak, that he is
abjectly afraid of death, and that in him love of life is rather stronger than
horror of unchastity. Isabeila is shocked. Although the words still rise from
the depths of her compunction, she scalds him with burning reproaches, and
leaves him dazed and crushed.
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It is at this ‘ psychological moment’ that the disguised Duke comes
out with his * advisings ”, suggests  plausible o.bedienf:e ”, and pfesently
proposes to Isabella the substitution of the one-time rejected Marm? for
herself. Angelo, on his part, decides both to eat the cake and have it, to
satisfy his lust and then order Claudio’s execution. When Isabella comes to
know of this from the Duke, she is furious: O, Twill to him and pluck
out hiseyes!” (IV, iii, 116) But this is only her first reaction, perfectly
natural in a girl so circumstanced. When she makes her appeal .to the
newly returned Duke, she refers to Angelo openly as the Devil, ““an
adulterous thief, an hypocrite, a virgin-violator ”, and 'seeks r?dress of her
wrongs. . The Duke, however, prolongs her agony by first taking Angelo’s
side. Marina, when she makes her complaint about Angelo, fares no better.
Of course it all comes out in the end: the Duke.leaves thfe scene for a
while to return almost immediately afterwards as Friar Lodowick, and when
Lucio pulls off his friar’s hood, Angelo knows that he cannot further brazen

out his misdeeds. O my dread lord ”, he says, addressing the Duke,

I should be guiltier than my guiltiness,

To think I can be undiscernible,

When I perceive your Grace, like pow’r divine,

Hath look’d upon my passes. Then, good Prince,
No longer session hold upon my shame,

But let my trial be mine own confession ;

Immediate sentence then, and sequent,death-.

Is all the grace I beg. (V. i, 364-72)

The Duke has still not done with his practical jokes. He h.as Angelo
married off, on the spot as it were, to Marina, only to condemn him to death
the next instant. Now Marina supplicates in her husband’s fz.w'our, a:?d
begs — once, a second time, and a third time — I§ab'ella. also to join her in
her prayers to the Duke. Now at last her Christianity 1s st’ernly pl‘]t to t'he
test. But her novitiate with the votarists of St. Clare hasn’t been in vain,
and even though she is still under the impression that Angelo bad brutally
condemned her brother to death, Isabella says:

Look, if it please you, on this man condemn’d,

As if my brother livid. I partly think
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A due sincerity govern’d his deeds
Till he did look on me; since it is so,
Let him not die. My brother had but justice,
In that he did the thing for which he died.
(V. i, 442-7)

It is her last speech, and fully in character. Her forgiveness is all the nobler
because as yet she is unaware of the fact that her brother is not actually
dead. She is the blessed feminine at its purest, the most unselfish, the
most austere, snapped at the point where the human meets the divine.

The Duke’s role in the play is less clear than Isabella’s. Here is the
pure radiant flame of feminine pity and Christian charity: she comes out
of her cloister to the ways of ordinary men to fulfil, and not to destroy.
The Duke, on the contrary, symbolizes masked Providence—and Providence
is always masked ; and although masked, Providence is present always ;
and like Providence, the Duke is seemingly whimsical, not easily under-
standable, playful in a heavy way, cruel too sometimes, loving a practical
joke, yet settling things right in the end. As Friar Lodowick he says :

My business in this state

Made me a looker-on here in Vienna,

Where I have seen corruption boil and bubble

Till it "oerrun the stew: laws for all faults,

But faults so countenanc’d that the strong statutes
Stand like the forfeits in a barber’s shop,

As much in mock as mark. (V, i, 314-20)

“Here in Vienna’'! But Vienna is everywhere, and all the time; hence
there is a masked Duke too everywhere, all the time. His ways appear to
be strange, and at times even needlessly cruel or tortuously dilatory. But
how shall we hope to understand fully the workings of Providence? God
is not mocked, and Providence is perpetually vigilant. Yet, another Power
too is needed to redeem the sad state of Man. The grace of God which is
the feminine aspect of His power, His omnipotence, is also needed, lest erring
men be merely destroyed, not reformed and redeemed. Power without the free-
dom to heal, to forgive and to redeem is but limited power, and as the power
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of Providence is unlirited, it includes the rescuing and saving power of grace.
It is Isabella’s glorious destiny to remind Providence of this auspicious
aspect of His Power. No one can have a greater horror of vice — especially
that form of it which festers as unchastity — than Isabella; yet it is her
prerogative to plead on behalf of her brother before Angelo and on behalf
of Angelo before the Duke. It is thus fitting that on the human plane she
will now wed the Duke, not masked Providence this time, but merely Duke
Vincentio. Need we doubt that when pity and charity wed power and
strength there will arise out of the ruins of the present diseased world a new
heaven and a new earth ?

L 1V

The Tragedies are a vast continent, jungle-like in their complexity
and range, with royal oaks reaching up to the sky, seductive but deceptive
pools here and there, forest fires raging in immitigable fury, wild beasts
roaming, tigers and lambs thrown together into one incalculable scheme of
life. The Tragedies resist easy generalizations, and refuse to fit into our
neatly contrived systems. The surge and roar of evilis obvious enough,
but in the long run the forest fires exhaust themselves and are extinguished
or are effectively brought under control; evil is beaten back, and Truth,
Goodness, Beauty, and Love prevail. In the  Tragedies, crime is no
diminutive measurable thing, like a stray revolver shot or a minute’s
machine-gun fire, but an atomic or an H-bomb explosion. Apart from the
infernal violence of the initial explosion, there are the chain reactions, wave
upon wave of widening destruction, till the whole earth itself and the
atmospheric envelope are involved in the catastrophe. Claudius poisoning
his brother in the orchard, Macbeth murdering Duncan, his
kinsman, benefactor, guest and King, and Goneril and Regan
driving their father out of their house to face the naked fury of the
elements, let loose forces of evil that can be brought under control
onlv when incommensurable damage has already been done. Even as
uncier the conditions of modern total war, no distinction between military
and non-military objectives could be maintained, so too once evil is
unleashed, it sweeps avalanche-like over all, the innocent and the guilty
alike suffer, and the calm that concludes the tragedy is rather like the calm
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that follows a cyclone. Hamlet, intending to avenge a wrong, the Kkilling
of his father, perpetrates (however inadvertently) another wrong by killing
Laertes’ father , the meddling Polonious. And Hamlet insults and shames
Ophelia and drives her to insanity and an early watery grave. Yet, in the
end, the two avengers, Hamlet and Laertes, exchange forgiveness before the
last breath of life leaves the body. .In King Lear, the injured Cordelia, Kent
and Lear strive for the good of the very people who have caused the injury:
and the scene of reconciliation between Lear and Cordelia is doubtless
among the ambrosial achievements of Shakespeare’s dramatic art. In the
Tragedies, the potency of Evil and its seeming irresistibility are in terrible
contrast to the apparent powerlessness of Ingpcence and Goodness. Itis
not a crime here or a crime there that daumnts us; it is rather the diabolical
native force or sweep of evil that throws up crimes right and left; it is the
camouflaging of evil in terms of good, it is the blocking up of all ways of
retreat and safety. Not poetic justice, only rough justice, is possible in
the end !

\'

In Shakespeare’s last plays — Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale and The
Tempest — Shakespeare asks himself whether crime or injury, instead of
being followed by punishment or retaliation, cannot be followed by repen-
tance, forgiveness and reconciliation. Jesus exhorted his followers: ¢ Resist
not Evil ! " If your enemy deals a blow on your left-cheek show him your
right-cheek as well! But such patient sufferance of evil is vocation for a
saint : a saint like Henry VI who is prepared to pardon even his murderer,
Richard Crookback. Isabella too, schooled in the Christian ethic during
her novitiate, is prepared to plead for Angelo’s life though her first reaction
is to want to pluck out his eyes. Absolute love also can — as in Desdemona.
Cordelia, even in Ophelia — forget the injury and forgive the person who
has insulted and injured. But Shakespeare evidently felt, as we all feel, that
for average humanity forgiveness at the very moment of the injury is impos-
sible, being a counsel of perfection to a wretchedly imperfect world. An
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, is the more likely, the more normal,
reaction. But suppose there intervenes a passage of time before the inten-
tion to retaliate has been able to mature into an act, what then ? When two
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people are exchanging blows, our first impulse is to separate them; we
naturally hope that the mere separation will have a beneficial, a sobering
effect. Likewise if the injurer and the injured could be separated and kept
apart for some montbs or years, is it not possible that they may be able to
view things in a less aggressive light ? Time is the infallible healer of all
wounds. But it is essential we should give Time a chance. In Kalidasa's
Abijnana Sakuntalam, Dushyanta insults and injures his wife Sakuntala by
rejecting her ; then there is an interregnum ; when they meet again, now at
Marichashram, she is in a position to forgive him, and he is in a fit condi-
tion to receive the forgiveness. The pattern here is: crime (or injury, if you
wish to be euphemistical) — an interval which facilitates repentance on the
part of the injurer and makes it easy for the injured to view the injury with
less bitterness — and eventual reconciliation and reunion. This is roughly
the pattern followed in Shakespeare’s three last plays'. Cymbeline has injured
Belarius, and Belarius has injured Cymbeline; Posthumous has injured
Imogen, and has all but murdered her; there is a time-lag between the
injuries and the final encounter; circumstances are now changed, and
forgiveness, reunion and reconstruction are therefore possible.

In The Winter's Tale, Leontes heaps on his own head guilt upon
guilt, defames his friend, insults his wife, shocks his son into illness and an
early death, and blasphemes against the gods. His wife, Hermione, is
tried unjustly, her baby daughter is cast away, and her son, Mamillius, dies
being cruelly separated from her. His loyal Antigonus is mangled and
eaten by a bear. But the awakening surely comes, followed by the long
years of silent sorrow and suffering and prayerful expiation of his wrongs.
Cleomenes assures him :

Sir, you have done enough, and have perform’d

A saint-like sorrow. No fault could you make

Which you have not redeem’d ; indeed, paid down
More penitence than done trespass .. (V. 1, 1-4)

1. cf. Tillyard : ¢ Examining the bare plots rather than the total impression
of the last three plays, we find in each the same general scheme of
prosperity, destruction, and re-creation,” (Shakespeare’s Last Plays,
1938, p. 16).



64 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

He will not think of marrying again, having *kill'd” so good a wife as
Hermione .

No more such wives; therefore, no wife. One worse,
And better us’d, would make her sainted spirit
Again possess her corpse, and on this stage,
Where we offend her now, appear soul-vex'd,
And begin - Why to me —
(V,i, 55-60)

And when the lost daughter returns, when the long-lost friend is back
in Sicily as if “ cliffs which bad been rent asunder” could come together
again, when even Hermione, long supposed to be dead, is new-endowed with
life, the scene is set, not for a sham reconciliation, but for a reunion not
unlike that of Dushyanta and Sakuntala in the presence of their son Bharata.
As Mr. S. L. Bethell puts it beautifully, «“ In the resurrection the struggle is
past; the spell is Jawful and the actions shall be holy. This last scene most
obviously expresses the future life in terms of the present; its rarefied
unearthiness is a foretaste of heaven. The themes of redemption and
regeneration, now explicit, are related to a poetic suggestion of fulfilment
beyond life.””*  In Sakuntalam, the second Ashram where the lovers find
each other is of the earth, yet not wholly of the earth, and in its power to
redeem the lost and reunite the sundered, it too gives us with its * rarefied
unearthiness ... a foretaste of heaven”. So Goethe said that the play
combines the young year's blossoms and the fruits of its decline, both
earth’s limitations and heaven's beatitudes; such too is the impression
conveyed by The Winter's Tale, though, of course, Kalidasa’s play is verily
a Divine Comedy with an imaginative sweep and concord of parts that must
place it far higher than The Winter’s Tale, higher even than any pure
Tragedy or Comedy. But if we are to seek affiliations for Shakespeare’s

last . , . ..
aatfo ‘ZIZ)I/]S‘, we should seek them in Sanskrit drama, in Abijnana  Sakuntalam

If, then, the scheme of the drama is to include, not only the bleak
deserts of crime and destruction and waste, but also the passage to a hew

1. The Winter's Tule — 4 Study (1949), p. 104.
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Eden with spring and its tender new leaves giving out the promise of
approaching Plenty, a suitable time-lag is essential. But this time-lag is
apt to destroy the structural unity of the play. Did Ben Jonson tell Shakes-
peare sharply that Cymbeline was loose in construction and that The Winter’s
Tale was really three plays carelessly thrown together? At any rate, in
The Tempest, Shakespeare simplifies the pattern so ruthlessly that it is

practically the Fifth Act of a Winter's Tale like dramatic sequence inflated

into the prim proportions of a five-act play. The ‘crime’ is pushed into
the past ; the interval between the ‘ crime * and the ‘ forgiving * is taken for
granted ; and the whole play is devoted to the dynamics of forgiving, recon-
ciliation and reconstruction. Evil still fights a rearguard action — in
Caliban, in Antonio, in Sebastian. But it is seen to be what it is — * this
thing of darkness ”’, as Prospero describes Caliban.

No doubt, in Shakespeare’s last plays, human credulity is stretched
almost to breaking point. But it is the sovereign privilege and destiny of
poetry to dare the impossible, invade the invisible, and to make the Lie the
Truth. Evil undoubtedly exists in our woefully cabinned Euclidean world;
the soul is tainted by sin, and crimes of one or another sort mangle the
beauty of the earth. But what is the remedy ? The answer to Evil is not
Evil but Good : the answer to hate is not more vitriolic hate but Love: the
answer to ugliness is not more repellent ugliness but Beauty. A haystack
has been consumed by fire. The answer is not to set fire to another hay-
stack in the vicinity of the supposed culprit’s house but to await the next
autumn and its harvest of hay. Let the dead past bury the dead; let the
sins of the fathers, instead of being visited upon the children, be expiated
by suffering, and may the children inherit a less poisoned earth. Crime,
above everything else, does not pay — not in the long run  In Christopher
Fry's Thor with Angels, the impact of the Christian ethic on the primitive
Anglo-Saxon is brilliantly rendered ; in his recent play, The Dark is Light
Enough, the categorical imperatives of humanity as against the vindictive
claims of all of our yesterdays are persuasively presented. Shakespeare was
a full-blooded renaissance man rather than a Christian saint or idealist. Yet
in his last plays, by the sheer logic of his artistic development, he was led to

9
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state the Christian ideal of repentance, forgiving and reconciliation in terms
of everyday practicality. To take up the past is to lose the future :

Let us not burden our remembrances with
A heaviness that’s gone.

(The Tempest, V, i, 199-200)

Here, then, we have the grand circuit of Shakespeare’s drama
—beginning from Titus Andronicus, where the crime-punishment equation
equates ultimately with zero, and ending with The Tempest, where crime
is isolated, put as it were in quarantine, and so the criminal loses his
sting and even Caliban awakens into sanity.

AIMS OF TEACHING ENGLISH IN UNIVERSITIES
- ININDIA®

By
Sr1 A. C. SUBRAHMANYAN,
Additional Professor of English.

Ny formulation of aims for the teaching of English in Indian Universities
is linked up with the place that English should occupy in our educational
system. In too many minds English is associated with a domination that is
now only a matter of history. No thinking student of our history can
assert that our association with the English people has been an unmixed
evil. Our democratic political organization, our thirst for scientific advance-
ment, our socialistic planning, our fervour in social reform and social uplift,
our very love of freedom and determination to maintain unity, have been
stimulated by a thought and culture, a language and a civilization which
have been nurtured in liberty and fostered by the spirit of adventure.

1t would therefore be the task of Indian education to conserve what
is good while recognising the need for change and reconstruction.‘ .In India
today we are living in an age of revolution—of un-paralleled aCtlYlty. The
liberation of our country under the aegis of Mahatma Gandhi and the
unrivalled architects of our freedom has brought to the forefront much more
tremendous tasks—the preservation and maintenance of our hard-won liberty,
the strengthening of the spirit of unity of a people politically fragmented
for centuries, the abolition of poverty and unemployment, the winning fo.r
our country a place of respect and honour in the comity of nations. In th‘lS
endeavour, as a nation, we have been engaged in gigantic plans of economic
and industrial development under the inspiration of our far-sighted Prime
Minister. What should be the target that Indian education should set before
itself ? What should be the contribution that English teachers should make
towards achieving this national objective ?

1 A paper read at the All India English Teachers’ Confererce, Madras,
December 1958,
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These larger questions, it is not the scope of this paper to discuss.
But I venture to think that in any scheme of educational reconstruction
English should occupy an essential and important position. The prospect of
English ceasing to be the medium of instruction in Universities need not
appeal teachers of English. That consummation has necessarily to be a
matter of time ; and is also bound up with political and economic questions
discussion of which has provoked a good deal of heat along with some
quantum of light. The question of English studies can, however, be appro-
ached purely academically and, as far as possible, dispassionately.

There is no controversy over the fact that English should continue to
be studied in India from Secondary School to University. In this connection
it is necessary that English teachers should disabuse their minds of any regret
that English has ceased to be the medium of instruction in the High School.
It is good to recognise that the English medium has disappeared for good ;
and English teachers would do well not to attribute the undoubted fall in
standards in English teaching and study to the disappearance of the English
medium. The cause for such decline could rather be foundin a state of
mind that thinks that the love of a foreign language is detrimental to the
progress of the mother tongue. “This state of mind has to go. The truth
seems to be that study of a language like English——as long as it is not imposed
from above because of political considerations without due regard to the
claims of the mother tongue—strengthens, widens and invigorates the mother
tongue. The renaissance and efflorescence of Indian languages during the
last half century is in no small measure due to the impact of English on
them. This aspect of English studies is worth consideration, emphasis and
expansion.

Another fallacy that threatens English teaching and study is the
notion that poor little children should not be burdened with the learning of
too many languages ; and that the ideal state of things would be for the
child to have only one language to study which will be at the same time his
mother tongue, his regional language as well as his federal language. The
concensus of educated opinion and the practice of civilized nations, not to

~speak of national and international needs, agree in discountenancing such a
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view. To quote only one among the many great writers on the subject.
Professor A. N. Whitehead says :—

“ The three years from twelve to fifteen should be dominated by a
mass attack upon language, so planned that a definite result, in itself worth
baving, is thereby achieved...... At the end of that period the children

.should have command of English, should be able to read fluently fairly

simple French, and should have completed the elementary stage of Latin ;
I mean, a precise knowledge of the construction of Latin sentences, and the
reading of some parts of appropriate Latin authors...... I conceive that
such a measure of attainment in these three languages is well within the
reach of the ordinary child.”

This is said with reference to the United States; but can apply to
India, mutatis mutandis. Indian education can very well aim that a child
should during the Secondary stage achieve a complete mastery of the
mother tongue and a good knowledge of two other languages. My experi-
ence as a student and as a teacher of English at the University level for
more than three decades tells me that such study is not felt difficult by
pupils. In the case of gifted pupils even a fourth language—a classical
language—can be added to the list. As a citizen of India and as a student
of Indian and inter-national affairs for almost a half century I have no
hesitation is saying that English should be a language for compulsory study
for all students who proceed beyond the elementary stage.

That should be so because in this age of democracy, in this era of the
common man when our nation is engaged in a herculean effort to raise itself
to the standards that normal healthy and cultured life demands, no child
should be consigned to a form of education which will land it in a
cul-de-sac and shut it out of the highest levels of study and achieve-
ment if it finds opportunity and inclination as it proceeds in life.
The demands of an age dominated by science and technology, the claims
of a world whose dimensions have shrunk because of the developments
in travel and communication, the imperative need to build up a world
community which can rise above prejudices of race and climate, all these,
require that every Indian should possess some degree of knowledge of

.
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English which is not merely the key to science and technology but also to
intellectual membership of a comity of people living in all the continents
of the globe. Nearer home it has created in India, an intelligentsia which
by its knowledge and determination secured the political unity and indepen-
dence of India. If the soul-stirring ideas of the Father of the Nation, if the
unrivalled sincerity and vision of Jawahar, penetrated the minds of people
in every corner of India, it was in no small measure due to a common medium
of expression which not only served to forge Indian unity but also served to
stimulate their minds with the envigorating waters of freedom, equality and
brotherhood. Nothing helped to shake off the iron hand of superstition
and the tyranny of age-old custom which condemned large sections of our
people to untold hardships more than contact with a language and a
civilization which are so secular and humanistic in their outlook. These
living waters must continue to flow in ; and people at all levels must have a
chance to taste them.

It is sometimes contended that, at the school stage, English should be
studied only as a tool, not as an instrument of culture of which we have
enough. Every teacher knows that out of the four types of ability that a
student of language should acquire — ability to read, ability to write, ability
to speak and ability to understand when spoken to — no one can be acquired
by itself ; that these abilities are not independent but interdependent. There
can undoubtedly be grades in emphasis, and stages in the acquirement of the
language. The advantages of the study of English as 2 means of widening
our mental and emotional horizons have been proved by our past achieve-
ments. If the aim of education is to bring about a culture which will destroy
the walls of the mind and widen its horizon, which will promote activity of
thought and create receptiveness to beauty and humane feeling, English must
continue to be taught in India for its cultural and aesthetic values in addition
to its more pragmatic uses. Even to a mind steeped in Kambar and Kalidasa,
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Sophocles” OEdipus King in translation can reveal
a new vista of most valuable experience. I do not mean at all that all this
should be attempted in the high school. What I say is that the school
should keep the door open for the boy who wishes to do all this later.
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Coming to the University stage the subject can be considered in
relation to undergraduate studies and in regard to post-graduate study and
research.

At the undergraduate level the aim of teaching English should be to
secure for the student a thorough knowledge of idiom and usage in English.
He must be able to express himself easily, fluently and correctly both in
speech and writing. He must also learn thoroughly a few masterpieces in
English drama, poetry and prose. Thisis far from the case now as the
Public Scrvice Commission has pointed out time and again, All through
the course of English teaching and study it is well to remember that our task
is no longer to manufacture efficient quill-drivers but to create an elite from
whom can be drawn the future scientists, philosophers, writers, journalists,
creative artists, soldiers, statesmen, engineers, doctors, captains of industry
and organizers of commerce, legislators, teachers, ambassadors and statesmen.
Universities are nurseries of national greatness and this pgreatness has
to measure up to international—nay eternal—standards. In these
nurseries the breeze of English study has to flow in freely. The days of
freedom are more exacting than the days of dependence. The universities
have to review their aims and methods of teaching and study in the light
of this freedom and this unprecedented responsibility. ‘All education is not
for all. Our education has to choose whom to teach and what to teach.
This choice should not leave out a high degree of knowledge and study of
English. In this connection I would plead for greater stress on speaking
and debating in English and ability to sustain a conversation in English.

At the post-graduate level there should be a systematic study of
English language and literature. This study should extend to the present
day. Very often there is the tendency to regard language as a dry-as-dust
study which could very well be cut out from the course, to the immense
relief of the suffering student. Difficulty is inherent to all study. That
which is too easy is not worth doing. The question to be asked is, is it
worth doing ? The answer is that the study of language is a part of the
necessary discipline of the study of literature. The study of literature would
be maimed and halting if it is not based on a thorough knowledge of the
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significance, history, texture and nuances of the words of which it is com-
posed and of their order which is so significant and memorable. Besides, the
discipline of the study of the English language will gently take on the student
to general linguistics and to Indian language study. The doyens of the
linguistic society of India were nurtured on English studies which can always
make an effective contribution to the historical and scientific study of the
languages of India.

Again I would plead that the teachers of English at the post-graduate
level encourage a comparative approach in the learning of English literature.
Many streams derived from the literatures of the world have gone to swell up
the current of English literature. In the same way English literature has
touched many fine writers to fine issues. Modern Indian literature has
repeatedly found model and inspiration in the masterpieces in English. A
comparative criticism will serve to illuminate many aspects of literature,
English and Indian, and lead on to a global approach to the study of man’s
creative mind.

In South Indian Universities the heresy dies hard that no research can
be done by Indians in English. T am glad to find that this view is gradually
receding. Research is not a dispensable luxury. It is the invariable con-
comitant of the best teaching at the highest level. The greatest claim that
has been put forward on behalf of the University of Oxford is that century
after century, throughout the long course of her existence, Oxford has
produced scholars who have handed on the torch of learning from generation
to generation.

T.S. ELIOT'S “THE WASTE LAND"

A STUDY
By

Sr1 STANLEY FREDERICK,
Lecturer in English.

HE poem was first published in the first number of The Criterion in

October, 1922. The first English edition of the poem was published

in 1923 by Leonard and Virginia Woolf at the Hogarth Press. It has since

then been translated into French by P. Leyris, Paris, 1947 in Poemes
1910—1930, with additional notes by John Hayward.

“The era of the spiritual wasteland as an undertone of English
literature, to which T. S. Eliot gave a legend and a signature, is generally
considered to denote the decade from 1920 to 1930, and to characterise the
psychological disillusion and despair which followed the first World War......
The premonition of a civilisation running down, of a nation exhausting
itself into sterility, overshadows much of the poetry of the latter part of the
Nineteenth century...... This poetic despair and disgust arose as much from
a hatred and horror of the tasteless materialism of inflated industrial civiliza-
tion as from the increasing isolation of the poet himself. His intellectual
solitude, his sense of standing alone against the fraudulent and destructive
values of a society geared to the mere acquisition of wealth, drove the poet
back into the past, to the search for a more stable tradition, and the
assertion of a purely aesthetic way of life.” (Randall Swingler from an
article in The Times Poetry Review, 1951, Vol. XLII, No. 3).

Stephen Spender, the English poet, in his book, The Destructive
Element, which is mainly devoted to a criticism of the work of Henry James,
considers Eliot among writers like James, Yeats, Joyce, and Pound, writers,
who, according to Spender, owe more to an un-English (a Celtic and a

10
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Continental ) tradition than to the purely Anglo-Saxon tradition. These
writers, in Spender’s opinion, have all fortified their works by creating some
legend, or by consciously turning back to a tradition that seemed to be
dying. Spender points out how I. A. Richards (cf: Science and Poetry)
quoting from Conrad, — “ In the destructive element immerse. That is
the way.” — implies that Eliot has immersed himself in the destructive
element.

According to Spender, the destructive element which these writers
face is the Present, which is a world without belief. Richards considers
the Waste Land as the expression of the predicament of a generation.
Spender sees Eliot as an extremely isolated artist of great sensibility whose
work in The Waste Land achieves a wide objectivity. Spender finds this
objectivity in the most important art of our time, in works which are moral
as well as political. The artist does not deal in purely aesthetic values, but
communicates an experience of life which is outside his own personal
experience. There can never be a kind of art which is not based on a
political, religious or moral creed, according to Spender. The symbolists in
France (Mallarme, Laforgue and others) created a ‘pure’ art for art’s
sake which communicated an experience void of experience. But in order
to do that, they had to destroy certain previous associations and sequences
in our minds. They had to destroy to create; but without the destruction
there could have been no creation.

Spender considers Eliot as a rebel against the English lack of a
consistent literary tradition, and his poetry as really a sharp corrective to
contemporary writing, rather than a powerful and originating force. This
point of view is of special interest to readers of modern English poetry, when
considered with special reference to English literary tradition. When Eliot
entered the English literary scene with Prufrock and Other Observations in
1917, the prevailing poetic tradition was the Georgian tradition, which as
D. E. S. Maxwell points out in his book on T. S. Eliot, was an attempt to
revitalise the failing romantic tradition, without infusing into this process
anything foreign to that tradition. The Georgians recognized the changing
nature of civilisation ; but instead of adapting their poetry as to make it a
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fit medium for the expression of the changed circumstances, they continued
to deal with subjects having a preconceived and rather facile emotional
appeal. It was purely a poetry of escape, concerned with the romance of
far-off lands, the sea, and of a sentimentalised English country-side, fixed
firmly at three o’clock on a sunny afternoon before the first World war.”
(Maxwell, The Poetry of T. S. Eliot: Ch. 1) “Love in country lanes, the
song of birds, moonlight—these the poet, playing for safety, and the critic
trying to find something safe to praise, will deem the sure cards in the poetic
pack. ” (Ford Madox Hueffer: Preface to the Collected Poems).

Wordsworth’s experiments at the end of the 18th Century eventually
became a part of the English literary tradition. But with Tennyson and his
contemporaries like Morris, Rossetti, Swinburne, and Arnold, there was a
loss of vitality in the English poetic tradition. ¢ Asthe 19th Century
progressed, the most characteristic poets of the age, Tennyson, Morris,
Rossetti, Swinburne, Arnold were chiefly occupied in the creation of a
dream world, a poetical convention, to take the place of the real world
which had become intolerable to them.” (Philips Henderson: The
Poet And Society; Ch. III, pp. 75). Swinburne’s poetry was a playing with
the music of words. He had genius, but his poetry could not provide a
satisfactory model for a new generation. The test of a traditon is its
relevance to contemporary circumstances. It is this relevance which will
decide * what in the past is worth preserving, and what should be rejected. *’
(Eliot: After Strange Gods 1934). Tradition involves the historical sense,
which, in its turn, iavolves ‘‘a perception, not only of the pastness of
the past, but of its presence * (Eliot: Tradition And The Individual Talent,
1919.); it is *“ a sense of the timeless as well as of the temporal” (Ibid.);
it is, above all, < what makes a writer most acutely conscious of his place in
time, of his own contemporaneity.” (Ibid.)

Swinburne’s poetry, and the escapism of the Georgians were
symptoms of the decadence of the tradition. The Georgian experiment
indicated the extent to which the romantic tradition was unrelated to the
artistic problems of the time,
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There was a certain amount of debased romantic technique in the
work of the Georgians, which found expression in continual limited variation
on restricted themes, expressed in stereotyped formal patterns. It was, as
Edith Sitwell points out, “flat and thin, or shallow and shadowless ... an
evasion like the phrase ‘Not At Home® » (Aspects of Modern Poetry,
pp- 73) The public liked it because the evasion was stereotyped and
recognizable, and musically expressed. ‘

The poetry of a Georgian poet like Rupert Brooke, for instance,
remained unaffected by the changing relationship of man to his surround-
ings, by the faster and more complex rhythms of modern life. What was
lacking in such poetry was a perception of these complex rhythms of life,
and an assimiliation of them into poetry. To be truly contemporary in
character, modern poetry must show in its texture, the idiom and the
rhythms of modern life. The poetry of Georgians like Brooke romanticised
realism, and was merely decorative, unrelated to anything deep in contempo-
rary life. In Eliot's poetry, particularly in The Waste Land, the surface
characteristics of urban civilisation—like the fragmentary cafe conversation
interrupted by spasmodic gramophone music, the talk in a pub, etc ... — are
used to probe beneath the surface of life.

At this point, Mathiessen’s comment in his discussion of the relation
of a poet to his age, and the evaluation of any poem as a complete whole, is
perhaps most relevant and illuminating : .

““ ... paradoxically, part of what is meant by saying that a great poet
gives expression to the life of his time depends on the way in which
he reverses many of its popular maxims, on the way in which he
cuts through the mass of conventional opinion and prejudice ... ... ...
What must bz remembered in any discussion of the relation of the
poet to his age is the truth of the senténce ... ... * Poetry is not a
substitute for philosophy or theology or religion”  (Elioti It has
a function of its own, a function *not intellectual, but emotional ’,
the nature of which can be apprehended only in terms of the
effect produced by its combination of rhythmical movement
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with the sound and sense of words ... ... For the important thing,
as Richards bas reaffirmed, is ‘not what a poem says, but what it
is>; and the only way of knowing what it does express is by a
sustained awareness of all the formal elements of which it is
composed. Only in this way, by experiencing the poem as a whole,
*and then by evaluating it ‘from the inside’, so to speak, by
trusting the evidence of your senses for its effect, can you determine
whether or not the poem is alive ; and thus, in turn, whether or not
the poet has a sense of his age, whether what he believ‘es a.pd
imagines about human destiny springs from a direct.contact with life.
A continuously original rhythm cannot be faked; it can arise only
from the poet’s own response to physical and emotional movement.
False diction, words that are not wholly felt, words whose implications
are not understood by the poet, artificial metaphors, manufactured
symbols — all quickly betray themselves to an eye experienced in the
texture of verse. A borrowed structure which has not been fully
assimilated — either of thought or of form — will give itself away
as baldly as an affected gesture or a secondhand emotion, *’

( F. O. Mathiessen ; The Achievement of T. S.

Eliot; pp. 110)

According to Maxwell, Eliot is probably the first poet of this century
who sensed the dangers inherent in romantic literary doctrine which was
based on the belief that a work of art was fundamentally an ?xpression of
the artist’s personality, that the artist ought not to have allieglance to any
external authority but only to his inner voice, and that the important thing
in a work of art was not the object considered, but. what the .author ffelt
about the object. Such a romantic fallaf:y resulted in a destruction ot: belief
in a central authority which all men mlgh% obey, anc? above all, in the
disappearance of objective standards by which men might agree to judge

works of art. .
This central source of authority to Eliot was tradition and the

truggle of his ime, according to Eliot, was to ‘ re-establish a vital
s ,

connexion between the individual and the race.” The struggle in art, then,
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was to make the poet aware of * the mind of Europe...... a mind which he
learns in time to be much more important than his own private mind.”
(Tradition And The Individual Talent: Selected Essays, p. 16) The mind
of Europe is a universal mind by virtue of its involving all the philosophy
and all the art of the dead writers. Of this universal mind, tradition is the
expression. The voice of the artist, therefore, is not so much the voice of
his private self as of the mind of Europe. That is why, * the progress of the
artist is a continual self-sacrifice, a continual extinction of personality.”
(Tradition And The Individual Talent :  Selected Essays, p. 16.)

By submission to tradition, the poet gains a sense of community with
his time, the ¢ historical sense ” as Eliot calls it. This * historical sense *’
will enable him to act as the spokesman of his time, to understand fully
the particular problems and conditions of his time, to interpret and communi-
cate them. Again, to provide himself with the larger, more complete poetic
personality, there must be contact between his mind and the mind of Europe,
which is mainly gained by acquiring a knowledge of the mind of Europe,
involving wide reading. This will help him to see the pattern in
tradition, and also to recognize those parts in the European tradition
which have the greatest relevance to his own time. And finally, the
poet must be aware of his functions, which are, firstly, to alter the
pattern of tradition: secondly, to study the contemporary relations
between poetry and the prose idiom — because any living language
analyses into idiom-——and lastly, to restore poelry by experiments in metre,
rhythm and vocabulary from the artificiality and excess of musical elabora-
tion into which it often falls when it loses contact with the language of life

in a period of decadent writing. Georgian poetry has been rightly called

* an art of the outworn pastoral ” by Derek Stanford in an article in The
Poetry Review. According to him, the regeneration of English verse (which
Eliot undertook) demanded ,three significant changes, incorporation of the
above mentioned functions of the poet: a change of subject-matter, a
change of attitude to the complexity of life in the new age, and a change of
style. That is why Eliot’s poetry appears to us to be more important and
more representative of our time than the shallow verse of the Georgians,
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whose facile writing on prescribed poetic themes did nothing to revitalise the
English poetic tradition when that tradition, after more than a century,
needed revitalising.

A consideration of the change in style brings us to the subject of
esotericism in Eliot’s poetry, which has been widely discussed. Maxwell,
finds two causes for the esotericism in Eliot's poetry. Firstly, Eliot
realised the uselessness of wide appeal to an audience incapable of full
appreciation, This incapacity of the highest artistic response was the result
of universal elementary education and other social factors, and also the
recognition by this audience of the shallow Georgian verse as the genuine
article. Therefore Eliot used the method of appealing to a small public in
the hope that by a process of diffusion his work would be appreciated fully
by a larger part of society. The second cause according to Maxwell lies in
the demands of a complex civilisation, infipitely more complex than in any
previous era. The expression of these demands in art required the resurrec-
tion of lost, and the development of new artistic devices.

The new style, or the change in style (which Eliot and Pound did so
much to introduce) and since then, sometimes known as the neo-classical,
was—where form and subject-matter were concerned—essentially the appli-
cation of classical canons—standards of precision, detachment and restraint
—to the problems and subject-matter of the present. It involved the
synthesis of classical and impressionistic traits, of regular and free-verse
styles. Eliot used free verse along with the regular traditional metres with
great skill and control. ‘¢ Free verse, like impressionism in painting, was a
technique aimed at conveying a greater degree of naturalness, a stronger
feeling of immediacy, a sense of being-as it were—on the spot.”

This method, which Eliot introduced and made so popular, can be
analysed in terms of its characteristics, which are, first: the effective present-
ation of contrasts by a technique of skilful adaptation from other writers;
and secondly, the use of a technique, sometimes called **free association”
and by one later poet and critic, (Day Lewis) as * emotional sequence.”
Sir C. M. Bowra in his book The Creative Experiment discusses the first



80 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

characteristic in some detail. Accerding to Professor Bowra, Eliot in
The Woste Land judges the actual world by high standards which he conveys
not only by explicit contrasts, but by a special use or adaptation of
quotations from other authors. Bowra points out that the ancient Greek
writers used a similar technique which consisted of the adaptation of one
poet’s line by another poet for a different use. This sometimes had an
ironical effect. Bowra gives, asan example, Solon’s line: * Pride begets
surfeit when it has great wealth ** which is altered by Theognis to, * Pride
begets surfeit when the base have wealth”. Eliot learned this device from
Pound, who uses it to display his distaste for the present by contrasting it
with the nobler past. Eliot adapts quotations from other poets to show

‘... the gap between the spiritual level at which man should live and the
actual level at which he does live. They provide a contrast between the
ideal and the actual and throw into a single phrase g complex emotion in
which respect for high standards and consciousness of their absence are
fused into a single ironical result.” (C. M. Bowra:

The Creative
Experiment )

‘ Cecil Day Lewis, the English poet and critic, devotes some Space to a
discussion of the second characteristic in Eliot’s method, which he calls
*“ emotional sequence.” According to him, this is one of the two efficient
causes of the * obscurity * of post-war poetry. He traces it to the influence of
the French Symbolist school, Rimbaud, Laforgue and Valery,
Eliot has openly admitted in his work. A work which describes the Symbolist
method, and which Eliot valued highly, was The Symbolist Movement in
Literature, by Arthur Symons, published in 1899. Symons’s description of
Laforgue’s poetry might very well apply to Eliot’s early work : « ... subtle
use of colloquialisms, slang, neologism, technical terms for thejr allusive
their reflected meanings, the vers libre which is at the same time correc;
verse, the acute consciousness of daily life, which cannot omit mentally a
single hour of the day.” Day Lewis also points out that this use of
“emotional sequence”’ might have been influenced by twentieth
film technique. It consists, according to him, in the employment of a
serie§ of superficially unconnected images. He cites a parallel to this in
empirical psychology, in the method of * free association *’

whose influence

-century

by means of
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which a string of associated ideas and images are drawn up from the poet’s
sub-conscious. Day Lewis considers T. S. Eliot the best known exponent of
free association in verse; in prose, of course, it is James Joyce.
 The substitution of emotional for logical sequence,in so far as it is
prevalent in post-war verse, may finally be classed as one of the manifesta-
tions of that general distrust of logic and dethroning of reason brought
about by the Great War, and formulated into a creed by D. H. Lawrence.”
( C. Day Lewis : A4 Hope For Poetry, Ch.1V.)

I cannot entirely agree with Day Lewis when he says that Eliot is the
best known exponent of ¢ free association’ in verse. Eliot certainly uses
the method of association in his pictures of a waste land, drought-ridden,
barren and sterile, but if Eliot’s use of such * emotional sequence ”* is to
be considered a manifestation of a distrust of logic and dethroning of
reason, then, Eliot, along with Pound, cannot be considered a harbinger of
that neo-classicism which sought to introduce standards of precision
,and detachment to the problems and subject-matter of the present.
Perhaps the fragmentary character of Eliot’s poem has been over-
stressed, especially by critics who were nevertheless able to perceive
a certain underlying unity in the poem. Spender, in The Destructive
Element says: *We are reminded of a ruined city in which the parts are
all disintegrated, yet still together form a whole.”” (p. 145). Later, he adds:
¢ The pervading weakness of Eliot’s writing is a certain fragmentariness,”
(Ibid. p. 155) although earlier we find him admitting that *In The Waste
Land he has made an artistic whole out of fragments.”” (Ibid. p. 144) We
find another speaking of *its dream-like fluidity of irrational association,”
(Philip Henderson: The Poet And Society.) But both Mathiessen
and Maxwell recognise in The Waste Land Eliot’s great gift for compressing
scenes ; Helen Gardner speaks of “the symphonic richness” of tbe poem,
and comments on the technical virtuosity employed by Eliot in his handling
of the heroic line; and Derek Stanford comments that The Waste Land
reveals a sort of * poly-morphic unity " found in Cubist painting. I believe
that the fullest explanation of Eliot’s poetic method is found in the phrase,

11
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‘“ The Auditory Imagination > taken from Eliot’s essay, The Use of Poetry
And The Use of Criticism 71933). Eliot explains the meaning of this
phrase in a manner which dispels the reader’s doubt regarding Eliot’s use of
“free " as well as **irrational ” ** association > :

* What [ call the ‘auditory imagination ’ is the feeling for syllable and
rhythm, penetrating far below the conscious levels of thought and
feeling, invigorating every word, sinking to the most primitive and
forgotten, returning to the origin and bringing something back,
seeking the beginning and the end. It works through meanings,
certainly, or not without meanings in the ordinary sense, and fuses
the old and obliterated and the trite, the current, and the new and
surprising, the most ancient and the most civilized mentality.”

So much for Eliot’s method in The Waste Land, to which we shall
return when we take up the poem for analysis and comment. We come now
to the conditions which influenced the writing of the poem, and the decay in
the culture and civilization of Europe which the poem to a great extent

seemed to depict. On the decay of European civilization at the end of the’

decade that marked the conclusion of the First World War, there are two
writers, whose work influenced Eliot in the writing of the poem. 'l:hey are,
Oswald Spengler and Hermann Hesse. Spengler,:in his epoch-making book,
published in Germany between 1918 and 1922 under the title Der Untergang
des Abendlandes : Umrisse ciner Morphologie der Weltgesehicte, (in English
known as The Decline Of The West) thought that in every civilization’s
history, a decline followed a period of maturity. Spengler outlines a
few of the characteristics of such a decline: the prevalence of the
world-city, the ¢ megalapolis’ (cf: Eliot’s “ unreal city ”’) marked by
the reign of its inhabitant, the intellectual nomad, and of its main power,
money ; physical sterility, and accompanying it, spiritual sterility, i.e., the
disappearance of creativeness. ‘ We go through all the exhibitions, the
concerts, the theatres, and find only industrious cobblers and noisy fools,
who delight to produce something for the market, something that will
‘ catch on ’ with a public for whom art and music and drama have long ceased
to be spiritual necessities.”” (Decline of The Wesi : Vol 1. Ch. VIII, 9, p. 293.)
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Of his debt to Hesse’s work, Blick ins Chaos, Eliot makes mention in
a note to lines 366—76 of the poem. I shall deal with itin a later section

of this essay.

We note, that all the characteristics of the decay of civilization in the
West, mentioned by Spengler and other historians have one thing in
common : a loss of creative power. This decline in creativity is both
physical and spiritual. This is what Eliot seems to have had in mind when

he wrote The Waste Land.

/

Eliot hiﬁxse]f considered the comment made by some critics about The
Waste Land being the * poem of a generation ™’ as nonsense. (cf. After
Strange Gods.) Yet, according to Spender, there is a great deal of tr.uth in
that phrase, because in The Waste Land. Eliot seems, more than in any
other poem of his, and more than any other writer, to describr? the comerfn-
porary post-war situation of a certain very small class of intellectuals in
Europe and America. In so far as he attempts this, points out S?enfier, he
is an extremely moral writer; yet The Waste Land is 2 poem springing out
of an isolated sensibility. Thus it is both objective and personal in its
tréatment, general and particular in the nature of the experience it seeks to
communicate. Eliot’s early poems, Prufrock (1917) and Portrait of a Lady
were extremely subjective poems, but Gerontion (1920), expressin'g. the
disgust and horror of an old man empty of desire at symptot.ns of sp.lr.xt.ual
decay and barrenness were written in the belief that the decline of. civiliza-
tion was real, particularly European civilization. The late Elizabethan
writers, Tourneur and Webster, marked the decay of the vital Elizabethan
tradition in their work so filled with cynicism, despair, and a strong mqral
indignation, * Eliot, feeling himself in a Europe of cul.tural decay, unbelief,
mass-murder, torture, political intrigue, usury and faithlessness, n?ade the
discovery that the late Elizabethans were describing a world which had
much in common with our own.”  (The Destructive Element : Stephen

Spender.)
In America, the wasteland era was characterised by the fantastic

accumulation of individual wealth Wwhich exaggerated the vulgarity and
inhumanity of its standards of living. Even before 1914, there was a
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widespread popular unrest all over Europe owing to rumours of war. Young
American poets and artists fled to Europe, to seek refuge in its older and
more refined cultural tradition, only to discover that the same economic
mechanical pattern was destroying and disintegrating that tradition. Eliot,
who had come from the New England to the old, expressed his disillusion
and his conviction of the utter decay and sterility of society which the
fnaterial and psychological devastation caused by war had confirmed. Eliot
interpreted this post-war European situation in terms of the medieval myth
of the Fisher-King, who was impotent and whose land was under a curse.
One cannot say, with any degree of certainty, that The Waste Land was
written under the influence of these myths which Eliot found in Sir James
Frazer's The Golden Bough and Jessie Weston’s book, From Ritual To
Romance. One can see from the poem however, that the myths made the
greatest impression on Eliot’s mind, that they were at the back of his mind
when he wrote the poem, and, that, to a certain extent, they influenced and
determined the imagery of the poem. The poet’s own personal memories
and associations are interwoven with the remembrance of the myths. ¢ By
a subtle and erudite interplay of echoes and evocations from the culture of
the past with colloquial modern instances, the poet conveys ... an impression
of the gradual devaluation of all values, of the widening chasm between
belief and action, thought and behaviour.” (Randall Swingler: The Poetry
Review, 1951, Vol. XLII, No. 3.)

We come now to a consideration of the myths, both pagan and
Christian, which Eliot has made use of in the poem. Eliot took the pagan
myth from Sir James Frazer’s The Golden Bough, especially the two volumes

Adonis, Attis, and Osiris. The extracts given below (from The Golden

Bough) are quoted by E. M. Stephenson in an article in The Poetry Review,
1942, Vol. XXXIII, entitled T. S. Eliot And The Lay Reader.

** Osiris, the Egyptian Ged, in one of his aspects is the legendary God
of corn. The story that his mangled remains were scattered up and
down the land, buried in different places, may be a mythical way of
expressing either the sowing or the winnowing of the grain. He is
also connected with Isis (his sister and wife) in the rising of the Nile
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waters. In the month of Khoiak the priests used to bury effigies of
Osiris, made of mixed earth and corn. The corn-god produced the
corn from himself ; he gave his own body to feed the people ; he died

that they might be.””

Miss. Jessie L. Weston’s book on the Grail legend : From Ritual to
Romance supplied Eliot with the story of the Fisher King’s impotency and
the cure effected by the Pure Knight, Parsifal.  Eliot generously acknow-
ledges his debt to Miss. Weston’s book in the introduction to the notes to
the poem, when he says : “ Not only the title, but the plan and a good deal
of this‘incidental symbolism of the poem were suggested by Miss. Jessie
L. Weston’s book on the Grail legend ... ... > The myth relates how potency
is magically restored to the sick Fisher King and fertility brought back to
the land over which he reigns, a land laid waste by a drought sympatheti-
cally connected with the sterility of the Fisher King. The curse can be
removed only by the appearance of a'knight who will ask the meanings of
the various symbols which are shown to him in the castle. The knight who
effects this cure and removes the curse is the Pure Knight, Parsifal, who fares
forth from the Chapel Perilous in search of the Lunce and the Grail, phallic
g the renewal of life and fertility. Extracts from Miss.

symbols rebresentin ) )
her article) are given below:

Weston's book (quoted by E. M. Stphenson in

general consensus of evidence to the effect that the main
e ¢ Quest ’ is the restoration to health and vigour of a
king suffering from infirmity caused by \.vvounds. sickness or f)ld age,
which infirmity for some reason reacts dls-astrf)usly upon his kingdom,
either depriving it of vegetation, or exposing it to the ravages of war.
In three cases the misfortunes and ¢ wasting of the land’ are the

result of war.”

*“ There is a
object of th

It has been pointed out that there are certain recurring symbols and
t’s poems which indicate that his poems are meditation
he inability to love. This is true of the early poems of
ontion, of The Waste Land, and The Hollow
rther and say that Eliot’s poems, especially

images in Elio
on a single theme: t
Eliot, like Prufrock and Ger
Men. We may go a step fu
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Gerontion and The Waste Land are meditations on the need for love and
belief in a materialistic world barren of spiritual potency and strength,
According to Mathiessen, from Prufrock onwards, through Gerontion and
The Waste Land, the * prevailing theme of Eliot’s poems is the emptiness of
life without belief, an emptiness that finally resounds with sickening fear and
desperation in The Hollow Men” ( The Achievement of T. S. Eliot:
Ch. V, p. 99.)

In his book The Poet and Society, Philip Henderson, making a brave

stand on behalf of the modern poet, says: *“ The best poetry of our time
represents an attempt to return to the real world, an effort on the part of
the poet to reintegrate himself with society. * This is most true of Eliot’s

poetry, especially of The Waste Land, a poem much discussed and very
widely misunderstood by readers ever since its appearance in 1922, 1In the
original form, the poem was twice its present length; Eliot submitted the
poem to Ezra Pound, who reduced it to its present form, an action which
received the commendation of Eliot himself. Eliot dedicates The Waste
Land to Fzra Pound in the very words used by Dante’s poetical master,
Guido Guinicelli, when referring to Arnaut Daniel, the Provencal poet, —
¢ 11 miglior fabbro’ — the better craftsman. Eliot’s basic method in the
poem is based on contrast, which he achieves by using adaptation, associa-
tion and allusion, direct or indirect, the last-named depending almost entirely
on quotation. The contrast is between two kinds of life and two kinds of
death. The poem concerns itself with this paradox and introduces a number
of variations upon it '

The poem describes the relation between two kinds of frustration and
two kinds of sterility or impotence: sexual frustration springing out of
physical sterility on the one hand, and spiritual frustration springing out of
spiritual sterility and barrenness on the other. The causes of such frustra-
tion and sterility are made clear during the course of the poem : the inability
to love (give, sympathise, control) and to believe; and a secular attitude to
life, the result of major wars and the decay of civilization. In one of his
essays, Eliot states the matter quite clearly : ** So far as we are human, what
we do must be either evil or good; so far as we do evil or good, we are
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human ; and it is better, in a paradoxical way, to do evil than to do nothing:
at least, we exist.” (Baudelaire, 1930) This statement is important for an
understanding of The Waste Land. The fact that men have lost the know-
ledge of good and evil, keeps them from being alive; so the modern waste
land is a realm in which the inhabitants do not even exist.

This theme is stated in the quotation which forms the epigraph of the
poem. It is taken from the Satyricon of Petronius, and its speaker is
Trimalchio, a wealthy and vulgar freedman. A translation of the quotation
reads :

“ With my own eyes Isaw the Sibyl suspended in a glass bottle at
Cumae, and when the boys said to her: *Sibyl, what is the matter ?’
she would always reply: ‘I wish to die.” ”

(The Sibyl had been given hundreds of years to live without the gift
of perpetual youth.)

I
THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD

Th}e first section of the poem, whose title echoes the myth Eliot
borrowed from Frazer, develops in a series of contrasted scenes, the theme

-of the attractiveness of death, or of the difficulty of rousing people from the

death-in-life condition in which they inbabit the waste land. Men are afraid
to live in reality, because in the modern waste land,

** April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain. ”

April, the month of rebirth, is not the joyful season but the cruellest.
Winter at least kept the inhabitants of the waste land warm in forgetful
snow. Eliot has stressed this idea in Gerontion and in Murder In The
Cathedral. In Gerontion he says :
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‘“ The tiger springs in the new year, Us he devours. ” Later, in
Murder in The Cathedral, he makes the chorus say :

‘** We do not wish anything to happen.
Seven years we have lived quietly,
Succeeded in avoiding notice,

Living and partly living.

And in another passage we find : * Now I fear disturbance of the quiet
seasons. ”’ Men do not like to be aroused from this death-in-life condition.

The vegetation theme introduced in the first seven lines is now
linked by association with the stirring of < memory and desire. " There is a
transition from April, the spring month (first contrasted with the winter-
month of snow) to summer coming over the Starnbergersee with a ** shower
of rain...... » ; it is the recollection of a particular memory of an evening in
the Hofgarten at Munich, where they drank coffee, and talked for an hour.
Scraps of a conversation in German linger in the memory, and are thrown
up by association. It is the Lithuanian girl, who walked beside the poet in
the Starnbergersee, and accompanied him into the Munich Hofgarten,
introducing herself in German: * Bin gar keine Russin, stamm’ aus
Litauen, echt deutsch. ” ( “ I am not Russian, I come from Lithuania, pure
German. ) Marie, the girl, who is probably speaking recalls the memory
of a ride in a sled when they were children, a moment of terror. Following
this moment of terror is a note of relief sounded in, ‘¢ In the mountains,
there you feel free, ” which is accompanied by a note of cosmopolitanism,
of empty sophistication, in :

“ I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter. **

- 1. “ Her desire for the mountains is mixed with a memory of fear.
(George Williamson : A Reader’s Guide to T. 8. Eliot).
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There is a change of tone, e’nd the Waste Land is evoked in a series of
images, the roots that clutch, the branches, that grow out of the stony
rubbish, and the echoes of Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones, and
Ecclesiastes. The echoes from Ezekiel and Ecclesiastes indicate what men
no longer know, a knowledge of Good and Evil; of the immemorial ways of
life, of life rooted in the soil, ihe life of belief and fulfilment. Ezekiel 11, i,
pictures a world thoroughly secularized :

«1. And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and
I will speak unto thee.

2. And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set
me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.

3. And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of
Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me : they
and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this
very day.”

Chapter XXXVII of the book Ezekiel describes Ezekiel's waste land,
where the prophet in his vision of the valley of dry bones, contemplates the
“purial of the dead’’ and is asked: ¢ Son of man, can these bones live ?
And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said unto me,
Prophesy over these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord. ”

Ecclesiastes XII, v, supplies Eliot with a line which is echoed in
line 23 of the poem:

“_,.......the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail”".

This may be compared with

« ......the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,
And the dry stone no sound of water.”

The fear which the inhabitants of the waste land expressed at the
return of spring after winter, the fear expressed by Marie, when recalling
the childhood memory of a sled-ride, is also present in this passage, a fear

12
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of death and of the desolation of life in the waste land ; added to this fear is
the sense of loss, of the innocence of childhood experiences, the experience
of the Hofgarten which remains an exquisite memory, and a few lines later,
the romantic experience containing the elusive figure of the Hyacinth girl.
But the passage which follows seems to hint that even in the waste land,
there is some hope of salvation from fear and futility.

e ee... Only
There is shadow under this red rock,
And 1 will show you something different from either
Your shadow at morning striding behind you
Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you ;
I will show you fear in a bandful of dust.” (24-30.)

The echoes from Isaiah are unmistakable? but I cannot agree with
Helen Gardner when she says that the image is purposely vague and terrifying.
The image, in fact, is neither vague nor terrifying. The rock there is used
as a symbol of strength, security and refuge. “ Come in under the shadow
of this red rock ” is clear enough as an invitation to seek refuge from the
beating sun in the desolate wasteland.® The ambivalence of the symbol used,
if any, comes from the other connotations balancing the Christian ones,
found in the line—I will show you fear in a handful of dust.* The Christian

[ &)

Compare Isaiah XXXII, 2: “And a man shall be as an hiding place
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water ina
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” This passage,
as Elizabeth Drew has pointed out, foretells the blessings of Christ’s
kingdom. Also might be compared: ¢ Enter into the rock, and hide thee
in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, ”
(Isaiah, 1II, 10.)
3. ef~-“. ... because its shadow is one of eternity.” )
(E. M. Stephenson: The Poetry Review, 1942, Vol. XXXIII, No. 5).

4. The pagan connotations which Prof. Wheelwright thinks are suggested
by the phrase * fear in a handful of dust *’ are according to him contained
in a latent reference to the ceremony of the Navaho Night Chant
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connotations of the rock symbol are pointed out by Philip Wheelwright in his
book The Burning Fountain, a study in the language of symbolism. The
Psalmist speaks of the rock of salvation (Psalms. 89:26); Isaiah speaks of

" God as * the rock of thy strength” (Isaiah. XVIL: 10) ; and Jesus points

out Peter as the rock upon which the new religious fellowship of Christians
is to be founded. The first four verses of I Corinthians, Chapter X contain
two significant images —immerson in water (cf: Death By Water) and the
drinking of spiritual water from the Rock which is Christ. According to
Professor Wheelwright the Rock is red  because the saving grace of Christ’s
blood streams through all things even in the wasteland.” (The Burning

Fountain : pp 346—347)

Then comes the song from Tristan und Isolde Act I°, which, in
Wagner’s opera, is sung by a young sailor aboard the ship which is bringing
Isolde to Cornwall, The song is merely one of happy and naive love. It
brings to the mind of the protagonist an experience of romantic love — the
vision of the hyacinth girl as she came back from the hyacinth garden —

(whose object was to restore health to a patient, as also to pray for
abundant rains, good crops, long life, and happiness for all the people)
whose working he describes in detail in his book, The Burning Fountain,
pp. 347-350. They are, not, however, important for an understanding of
the lines in Eliot’s poem.

5. ¢ Frisch weht der Wind ( Fresh blows the wind
Der Heimat zu From my homeland,
Mein Irisch kind, My Irish child
Wo weilest du ?” Where are you lingering ? )
R the scrap of song quoted from Wagner states the opposite

half of the paradox which underlies the poem : namely, that life at its
highest moments of meaning and intensity resembles death.”-CLEANTE
BRrooks, Modern Poetry and The Tradition.)
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an experience which to him represents life at its most memorable and
abundant moments. At that supreme moment of ecstasy in love, he says :

C e, my eyes failed, 1 was neither
Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,
Looking into the heart of light, the silence.® >
1, 11, 39—41.)

The line which follows is from Tristan und Isolde, Act 111, 24, and it is the
reply of the watcher who:"‘reports to the wounded Tristan that Isolde’s ship
is no where to be seen ; the sea is empty. ** Oed ‘und leer das Meer *’
(Empty and wide the sea). The Irish child in the first quotation is not
Isolde, but the reader familiar with the opera will apply it to Isolde when he
comes to *“ Empty and wide the sea.” The verse from Act 1 offers in
contrast to the fear and the sense of loss expressed in the earlier lines,
romantic love. * The hyacinth girl, we may say, represents ‘ memory and
desire *. ” (F. R. Leavis: New Bearings in English Poetry). The two
passages from Tristan und Isolde are used in lesser contrast to each other,
The first is a picture of fulfilled love, the boat rushing on with a fair wind
behind it ; in the second, love is absent ; the sea is empty and wide. Itis
the contrast, as Leavis points out, of * romantic Jove with romantic desola-
tion.” (Ibid.) And the second quotation from Tristan reminds us that
even love cannot exist in the modern waste land.

A word about the figure of the protagonist. There is no definite
person in the poem to whom this title can be applied, because the prota-
gonist is never a character or a person in the strict sense. Often it is the
poet, sometimes the Fisher King or Tiresias whose forms melt into the one-
eyed merchant, seller of currants, or the Phoenician Sailor, or Ferdinand,
Prince of Naples. Against the background of the unreal city and the
desolation of the waste land, the figure of the protagonist changes identity

6. ... the moment of ecstasy in love, when love passes beyond its
object, and seems for a moment held in a silence that seems outside
time. ” (HELE¥ GArDNER : The Art Of T. 8. Elict, Ch. IV, p. 91)

TuE WASTE LAND 93

to make clear the poet’s meaning in some particular context involving a
reference to or a contrast with the past.”

The next passage, which introduces the fortune-teller, Madame
Sosostris, has further reference to Miss. Weston’s book. Miss. Weston in
her book says that the Tarot cards were used originally to determine the
events of highest importance to the people, the rise and fall of the waters.®

| Eliot, in his note to this passage says that though he is not familiar
with the exact constitution of the Tarot pack of cards, be bas used it to suit
his own convenience. Madame Sosostris, the famous clairvoyante, is merely
a vulgar fortune-teller, another characteristic of a decaying civilization. The
symbols of the Tarot pack, however, are still unchanged. The various
characters are still inscribed on the cards, and she is really reading the fortune
of the protagonist, although she doesn’t know it, She gives him his card,
which is the drowned Phoenician sailor, and shows him the other different
cards in the pack : Belladonna, literally * beautiful lady,”® the lady of the
Rocks, (symbolising women), the man with three staves' (according to Eliot

w. «The Wasle Land is a series of visions: it has neither plot nor hero.
The protagonist, or poet, is not a person. Sometimes he is a silent
listener, sometimes a voice that asks questions, but gives no answers or
only cryptic ones.” (Ibid, p. 89)

8. Miss Weston mentions that its four suits are Cup, Lance, Sword and
Dish, which correspond to the sexual symbolism of the Grail.

0, “reeoreeenees The vision of the Madonna of the Rocks, with & grace-note
reminder of Leonardo’s painting by that name is ironically inverted....
Belladonna. ..... suggests the Madonna, perhaps also Beatrice; while

menting this is the ironie allusion to the practice of courtesans a

on or two ago of using belladonna to artificially brighten their

(PurLip WHEELWRIGHT : The Burning Fountain, Ch. XV, p. 346)

comple
~ generati
eyes.”’
10. 5th Tarot. « An Egyptian relic having relation to the triple phallus
. which represents the recovery of Osiris. It vorresponds to the Idea of
Iife, of animation.”” (H. T. Morley.)
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associated arbitrarily with the Fisher King), the one-eyed merchant, the
seller of currants, and the Wheel.!* She cannot find the Hanged Man.!: (who
represents the banged God of Frazer, and Christ, who was also hanged or
* crucified *) whom Eliot associates with the hooded figure who appears later
in the last section of the poem, What the Thunder Said. And there is one
card which is blank, which Madame S—is forbidden to see. Incidentally,
the drowned Phoenician Sailor was a type of fertility god whose image was
thrown into the sea annually as a symbot of the death of summer.

With the description of the “ Unreal City ” the background of urban
civilization becomes clear. To emphasize the sterility and unreality of the
modern waste land, Eliot associates it with Baudelaire’s * fourmillante cite "’
and with Dante’s Limbo. The quotation from Baudelaire is given by Eliot
in full in his notes to the poem :

“ Fourmillante cité, cité pleine de réves,
Ou le spectre en plein jour raccroche le passant.”
(Crowded city filled with dreams,
Where the ghosts in broad daylight clutch the passers-by.)

In Baudelaire’s city, dream and reality seem to mix, and elsewhere in
The Hollow Men, Eliot again refers to *“ death’s dream kingdom ™.

The modern London of the poem (any big city of today for that
matter ; London only stands for the modern city.) is an * unreal city ** like

1.« The wheel represents the rise and fall of fortune. In mythology, the
emblem which is one of the oldest. represents Osiris, the great Egyptian
divinity judging the souls of the dead. ” (H. T. Morley.)

12. *“ The card expressed charity, courage, knowledge and prudence, as well
as wisdom and fidelity.” (H. T. Morley.)

(For the last three quotations, | am indebted to Ethel M. Stephenson’s
article in The Poetry Review, 1942, Vol. XXXIII, entitled T.S. Eliot
and The Lay Reader. For more comments on the Tarot Pack of Cards,
see the Appendix to eection I, No. IV.)
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Baudelaire’s city of dreams and ghosts. It is unreal on a number of levels;
as seen through ¢ the brown fog of a winter dawn”; as the waste land of
the medieval legends is unreal; and as Baudelaire’s Paris and Dante’s Limbo
are unreal.

The reference to Dante is very important. The line I had not
thought death bad undone so many "’ is taken from the I‘II Canto of the
Inferno, (11 55-57) ; the following line, (64 in the poem) is taken from t‘he
IV Canto (11 25-27). Mathiessen has pointed out that Pante’s Third
Canto deals with Dante’s Limbo which is occupied by those who had
« lived without praise or blame” on earth. They share this abode with
the angels * who were not rebels, nor were faithful to God but were for
themselves,” Their grief is because they ” have no hope of death; and
their blind life is so debased, that they are envious of every other lot.
Dante calls them * these wretches who were never alive . * They represent
the secular attitude which dominates the modern world ; a life without praise
or blame, without death or hope of death. The people in the Fourth Canto
are those who lived virtuously and who died before the gospel was pro-
claimed, the unbaptized. Thus the modern waste land is inhabited by two
classes of people : one, those whose attitude to life is secular, and those
who have no knowledge of the faith. Without a faith their life is in reality
a death. Once more we remember Eliot’s words in his essay on Baudelaire:
LL R and it is better, in a paradoxical way to do evil than to do
nothing : at least, we exist.” -

The unreal city is filled with the dead-in-life, crowd which the
poet describes as flowing over London bridge, flowing up the hill and down
King William Street. The horror and the unreality of a nightmare hang
over the city, which Eliot intensifies with echoes of Baudelaire’s ** crowded
city ” and Dante’s Limbo. In the midst of this crowd appears Stetson,
who is hailed by the protagonist, his friend. They fought together in the great
World War, which bhas been partly responsible for the disintegration of
civilization, for the frustration and doubt of the modern waste lang,
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The reference to Stetson stresses again the connection between the
modern London of the poem and Dante’s hell. In Dante’s poem, the words
* I could never have believed death bad undone so many ** are followed by

“ After I had distinguished some among them I saw and knew the shade of

him, who made, through cowardice, the great refusal.’®” (Inferno, Canto III).
The protagonist, like Dante, sees among the inhabitants of the modern
waste land one whom he recognizes. Mathiessen points out that Mylae is
the name of a battle between the Romans and the Carthaginians in the
Punic War. The point Eliot wants to make is that all wars are one war,
one experience, which is universal, ' and so the protagonist addresses his
friend as one who was with him in a recent war (the first World War
probably, to which Eliot’s poem is significantly related) though he calls it
by the name of a battle in the Punic War.

Cf:
“ The same things happen again and again”".
(Murder In The Cathedral )

Leavis and Mathiessen infer that the line “ The corpse you planted
last year in your garden " is the attempt to bury a memory, Cleanth Brooks
points out with certainty that the line certainly refers also to the buried god
of the old fertility rites, and links it with the earlier passage: ‘* What are the
roots that clutch, what branches grow............ ¢ The burial of the dead is
now a sterile planting—without hope. Whatever the interpretation of the
line, its meaning with reference ‘to the modern waste land is fairly clear.
The corpse is the memory of guilt hidden away in the depths of sub-

consciousness, (perhaps the guilt of having taken part in a destructive war)

which is brought to the surface of consciousness by the Dog, standing for

13. Probably Celestine V who was elected Pope in 1294, at the age o
cighty, and resigned five months later in favour of Boniface VIII.

| I 7 T That was before the war, of course. ”
¢ Which war was that ?’ said Winston. ’
*It’s all wars,’ said the old man vaguely. *’
(GEORGE ORWELL : Ninteen Eighty-Four, p. 90.)
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conscience or spiritual awareness.'> The Dog forms part of Eliot’s adapta-
tion of Webster’s lines in The White Devil. The original lines read :

« But keep the Wolf far thence, that’s foe to men,
For with his nails he‘ll dig it up again.”

Eliot’s lines are :

« Oh keep the Dog far thence, that’s friend to men,
Or with his nails he’ll dig it up again.”

Eliot turns the wolf into a dog, and makes the animal friendly to
men in contrast to its hostility in Webster’s passage. '*- '

The last line of The Burial of The Dead is a quotation from
Baudelaire :

*You! Hypocrite lecteur ! — mon semblable, — mon frere
(You! Hypocrite reader ! — my fellowman, my brother )

N (Baudelaire, Preface to Fleurs De Mal)

The quotation shows that Stetson is universal, standing for every man,
the reader included.

Professor Bowra in his essay on The Waste Land in The Creative
Experiment makes some very suggestive comments on this last passage in
The Burial Of The Dead.  In the spectacle of crowded urban life Eliot

15. ¢ The Psalmist’s cry ¢ Deliver my soul from the word, my darling from
the power of the Dog’ blends with a familiar image of a dog in a back-
garden digging up, and bringing with friendly eagerness, to lay at his
master’s feet, something he had hoped he had disposed of. *’

(HELEN GARDNER : The Art of T. 8. Eliot, Ch, IV. p. 92.)

16. Cleanth Brooks gives the following interpretation of Eliot’s lines which
is interesting but rather far-fetched. The Dog stands for Humanitaria-
nism and other related philosophies which destroy the supernatural—
i.e., dig up the corpse of the buried god and prevent the rebirth of life.

13
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sees the triumph of death, and his image of dead men crossing London
Bridge shows the extent of this terrible flatness and staleness .. ”

“ And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,
To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours
With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine. "’ 7

On the last line Prof. Bowra comments: * The sound of the clock
reflects the deadness in human beings ... ... *_ while Eliot’s note at the end
of the poem is even more interesting: ** A phenomenon which T have often
noticed.” Eliot, like many other great poets, is often concerned with the
theme of Time in his poems, of the ascendancy which Time has over the

“minds of men living in a time-haunted world.
- APPENDIX (to Section I)

I, Lines 60—63 :
“ Unreal City,
Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,
A crowd flowed over London bridge, so many,
I had not thought death had undone so many. ”

D. E. S. Maxwell, in his book The Poetry of T. S. Eliot explains
very clearly the significance of Eliot’s reference to Baudelaire’s ¢ Fourmillante
cite”” and Dante’s Limbo. For Baudelaire, the city was usually enveloped
in ‘unxe atmosphere obscure’ (a dark atmosphere) and was peopled by
creatures who ‘n’ ont jamais vecu (never lived) ; (Le Cre’puscule du soir —-
The dusk of Evening) and because of this death-like quality the city was
unreal. Eliot’s city is seen “ under the brown fog of a winter dawn” and
is peopled by creatures existing in a death-in-life condition, like the
creatures in Dante’s Limbo.

... who lived
Without praise or blame,*

17. ¢f : * And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over

all the carth until the ninth hour. E (LUKE: Ch. XXIII, 44.)
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who while on earth, * never lived . (Inferno : canto III, L1 34—35
and 60.) * Having established by reference to Baudelaire’s city that the
crowd flowing over London Bridge, has never truly lived, Eliot now
indicates the reason. Because they have avoided spiritual decision during
their time on earth, the people of the crowd are the same as the °lunga
tratta di gente’ (long train of people) in the Inferno, who

L of death no hope can entertain.”
(Inferno : Canto IIl, 44—45)

(Also of : M. C. Bradbrook T. S. Eliot : Ch, II, p. 16,)

« Eliot uses the words of the Inferno to describe the crowd that
¢ flowed up the hill and down King William Street* because only a Dante
could define for him the depth of their desolation. *’ i

II. Lines 69—67 :

““ There I saw one I knew, and stopped him crying : * Stetson ’
You who were with me in the ships at Mylae !
That corpse you planted last year in your garden,
Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year ?
Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed ?
Oh keep the Dog far hence, that’s friend to men,
Or with his nails he’ll dig it up again!
You! hypocrite lecteur !—mon semblable,—mon frere! ”

*“ Stetson’s failure at Mylae typifies man’s eternal spiritual failure,
and he has tried to destroy his consciousness of it by burial in the mind.
(Maxwell : The Poetry of T. S. Eliot; Ch. II, p. 39).

I, Lines 74—75:

Eliot’s use of the Dog symbol is purely arbitrary ; it may stand for
spiritual awareness. ‘‘......... Eliot does not entirely repudiate the poet’s
right to create such symbols within limits.” (Ibid: p. 40)

IV, Line 46 :
« With a wicked pack of cards.........



100 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

Extracts from The Tarot of The Bohemians by Fapus, translated by
A. P. Morton.

*“The Gypsy pack of cards is a great book of tradition under the
name of ‘ Tarot> which has formed the basis of the synthetic teachings of
all the nations. Although it is an amusement, it is also the key to obscure
tradition. Symbolism of the Tarot equals a symbol, a number, an idea.
Kabbalah equals Trinity. The sacred word Yod-He-Vau-He. The Being
who Is, who Was, and who Will Be, Yod, the active principle, pre-eminent,
Creator ; He, the passive principle, pre-eminent, Receiver ; Vau, the medium
letter, link which unites Transforms; He, the passage from one world to
another, Transition. *’

(Quoted by E. M, Stephenson in her article, T. S. Eliot And The
Lay Reader, Poetry Review, 1942 Vol. XXXIIIL)

\

V, Line 62 :

“ A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,”
‘. the river as a symbol of humanity.

(Michael Roberts : Critique of Poetry : p. 184)
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COMMONITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME—A CASE
FOR REVISION OF PRIORITIES'

By
K. S. SONACHALAM,

Professor and Head of the Department of Economics

« Need for Revision of Priorities :

NAUGURATED in October 1952, the Community Development Programme
is hardly six years old ; yet it bas the unique distinction of having been
subject to as many as Five Evaluation Reports. Mr. M. L. Wilson, the
Ford Foundation Consultant, has aptly remarked ** I know of no other great
projects of this kind in which the evaluation process is paralleling the
administrative process’’. The first three reports by the Project Evaluation
Organisation were objective enough to point out candidly all the deficiencies ;

~yet it is the fourth report by the Project Evaluation Board under the

Chairmanship of Dr. V.K.R.V.Rao in April 1957 and the fifth by a
Study Team under the leadership of Sri Balwantray G. Mehta, quickly
following in November 1957 which have offered such severe criticism of
certain aspects of the programme as t0 provoke in the past twelve months a
considerable rethinking even on the fundamentals of the Programme. In
this period of one year, the Second Five Year Plan has been confronted by
an unexpected and sharp depletion of our foreign exchange resources and a
serious imbalance in the national food budget. In the wake of these strains

nd stresses came also this year the recommendation of the Foodgrains
Enquiry Committee stressing the necessity for importing 24 to 3 million tons
of foodgrains, which in terms of foreign exchange would spell more than
Rs. 130 crores a year. In view of these significant developments, the need
for an appraisal of the Community Development Programme and suitable
revision of the priorities has become urgent.

i ’ :ation and Community

1. Paper read at a Seminar on Education an
cotrljducted under the auspices of the Department of Ex
Faculty of Education, Annamalai University on 2—4
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Purpose :

This appraisal, however, could not be attempted without some basic
knowledge of the purpose, organization, methods and achievements of the
Programme. The purpose of the Community Development Programme,
according to the Planning Commission, is “* to initiate a process of transfor-

mation of the social and economic life in the villages”. Though recent in’

origin and new in nomenclature, the Community Development Programme
is broadly speaking an elaboration and a refined version of the more familiar
rural uplift movement and the Gandhian constructive programme. Labelled
in the American style, it contains a liberal dose of the fruits of the 50 years
United States experience in Agricultural Extension Services. Further the
connotation of the term *‘‘ community” has undergone a sea-change.
Divorced from its traditional associations with race, creed and caste, it is
identified with the whole village, the programme being specially designed to
integrate and weld its diverse population into a homogeneous unit and make
the villages hives of buzzing, productive workers, fired by a will to advance.

Objectives :

The scope of the Community Development Programme is indeed
very comprehensive even to the point of being criticised as over-ambitious.
It aims at a multipronged drive to help the rural population to do better in
their business, life and enjoyment of leisure. In a word it seeks to usher in
a “silent revolution ” in rural India that had for centuries remained
unchanged and immutable. Its innumerable objectives, running into a
formidable list, need not be listed here as they are to-day well known and
could be cited later whenever relevant. One point however deserve(s
mention : the various schemes evolved to attain these objectives may be
broadly grouped into economic and welfare schemes. The relative weightage
accorded to them has proved to be a subject of acute criticism.

-Organization and Progress :

The programme was initiated with the organization of two types of
b}gjocks : (l)ihe Co‘mmunity DereIOpment and (2) the National Extension
Scheme. TInm.the First Plan period the former, a more intensive type,
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involved an expenditure of Rs. 15 lakhs and the latter, an outlay of Rs. 45 -
lakhs besides a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs for short term loans within a period
of 3 or 4 years, these were later sealed down to Rs. 12 lakhs and Rs. 4 lakhs
respectively in the Second Plan. Each block of either category coverd about
100 villages and a population of 60,000 to 70,000 and an area of 150 to
170 sq. miles. At the end of the First Plan for which statistics are available,
the number of blocks taken up was 1,200 of which 300 were Community
D’e&e]opment and 900 National Extension Scheme, covering 1,22,957 villages
and a population of 79-8 millions. The target of the Second Five Year Plan
is to set up in the aggregate 5,000 blocks to cover all the 558,000 villages
and the rural population of 310 and odd millions. A staggered programme
for conversion of National Extension Scheme blocks into Community
Development blocks has also been drawn up fixing a target of 1,120 for the
latter by the end of the Second Plan. The estimated gross capital outlay on
this programme is Rs. 200 crores in the Second Plan while it was Rs, 46:02
crores against a target of Rs. 100 crores in the First Plan period, this short-
fall being mainly attributed to the difficulties incidental to the preliminary
operations of organization and the training of the requisite technical
personnel.

Personnel :

The staff requirements for this massive nation-wide programme are
estimated to be nearly 3,50,000. The administrative staff would consist of
57,212 including 4,928 Block Development Officers or nearly one-sixth of
the total. As for the technical personnel, the programme needs 4,928 Agri-\
cultural graduates, 4,928 Veterinary Doctors, 5,048 Stock men, 2,524 teams
of 1doctor, 1 Compounder, 1 Sanitary Inspector, 1 Lady Health Visitor
each, 10096 Mid-wives, 841 Engineers, 7,452 Overseers, 7,572 Mechanics,
5,048 Supervisors or Arts and Crafts, 4,928 Co-operative Inspectors, 1,56,488
School Teachers and 9,856 School Education Organizers. While the agri-
cultural and veterinary, medical and engineering staff would be recruited
from the open market or from Government Departments, 9 categories of
technical personnel consisting of nearly 1 lakh persons have got to be trained
in specially established 233 training centres. The estimated expenditure on
Development Officers’ training centres is about Rs. 42 lakhs of which Rs. 9°¢
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lakhs or nearly one-fourth comes in the shape of the Ford Foundation
assistance. The staff of the National Extension Scheme block consists of a
Block Development Officer, Extension Officers for agriculture, veterinary and
co-operation, a minor irrigation overseer with orientation in public health,
2 Social Education Organizers and 10 village level workers in addition to
clerical and fourth grade employees. The Community Development Block
has a larger staff with more technical personnel. The programme of develop-
ment in each block is carried out in three stages of extension setvice,
intensive development and post intensive development, the first two phases
being spread over a period of 4 to 5 years and the third extending indefinitely
into the future. This kind of phasing has been evolved on the assumption
that in the first two phases not only all developmental activities needed
for the project area would have been completed but also that the population
of the area would have been roused from their lethargy and fully inculcated
in the arts of managing their development projects unaided and indepen-
dently.

Methods :

In implementing its numerous and diverse schemes, the Community
Development Programme has resorted to methods both conventional like
administrative and technical staff providing financial and technical aid,
publicising and helping the population to understand and adopt new methods
and processes and new fangled modern methods like seminars, study groups,
study tours, competition and award of prizes. Yet it is significant that both
these methods are animated by the common purpose of spotting and foster-
ing local leadership and instilling among the rural population a change in
social and economic attitudes, courage to take fresh responsibilities and an
eagerness to step up efficiency and productivity. It is all to effect a transition
on the part of the rural population from a lethargic, despondent. ignorant,
sceptic outlook to one of active, hopeful, informed optimism. This purpose
with a flair of missionary spirit has been accorded a paramount importance
in the Programme.

A Critique on a Hypothesis .
Besides the foregoing outline of the purpose, organization and
methods adopted, it is necessary to comprehend the major hypothesis on
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which the entire Programme rests and assess its validity. To quote the
Minister in charge, Shri S. K. Dey, *“ the village people have been steeped
in re-action, inertia and superstition for more than a thousand years " Will
they ever awake ? * Was the question that posed for an answer all round *
(vide page i Foreword to A Guide to Community Development). The
presumption is obviously that the rural population would offer a stout
resistance to new ideas, processes and techniques, in short to a new although
a richer way of life. Tbis kind of opinion has gained wide currency
in the post-war years. The United Nations Report on the Economic
Development of Underdeveloped Countries was perhaps the first to
propagate this notion when it laid a heavy stress on the change of psycho-
logical and social attitudes as an essential pre-requisite to economic progress.
This idea finds further expression in W. Arthur Lewis when he argues that a
social change should precede economic development (Vide his book ¢ The
Theory of Economic Growth). Deriving inspiration from these eminent
sources, the Community Development Programme not only in India but also
in Pakistan and the Philippines has got deeply tinged with this bias. This
hypothesis of a custom-soaked and hermetically-sealed mind to access .of

new ideas and practices is rather exaggerated, if not mistaken in respect of
India. ‘

A few instances from recent experience in support of this conclusion
may be in order : (1) The notion that Indian ryots are insensitive to price
factor has been proved to be erroneous in recent years. Between the years
1941-42 and 1952-53 there was a significant shift of cultivation from millets
to groundnuts, the area under the latter rising from 2:78 to 4-35 million
acres primarily due to the piice incentive (vide Food «and Agriculture in
Madras State by Dr. B. Natarajan) (2) That the rural population is not
affected by income-elasticity of demand is another variation of the main
theme. It was also falsified when the Madras agriculturists came out with
larger quantities of foodgrains in the period of intensive procurement no
sooner than a bonus on voluntary offer before a specified date had been
notified. (3) Another postulate of doubtful value is that our ryots are
averse to the application of chemical fertilizers. ~ But in recent years the
problem has not been how to cajole and convert them to their use but how

14
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to meet the sharply rising demand for them. The magnitude of the black
m'arket in chemical fertilizers would afford a rough index of the quickness
thh. which our ryots take to new methods of manuring. (4) In
certain citrus-growing regions of Madras State, the owners of
the orchards were recently informed of the benefits of spraying
copper-sulphate  solution twice a year. Now there is a growing
volume of complaint against short supply of both chemical and
sprayers. (5) Demand for improved cotton, paddy, millets and sisbania
seeds, casuarina saplings and coconut seedlings is to-day considerably in
excess of available supply. (6) A common but mistaken notion is that
Indian women, particularly those living in villages, are against methods of
family planning and birth control. Recent socio-economic surveys conduc-
ted by the Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona and the
Economic Survey of Madras City (covering recent women immigrants from
villages) have clearly shown that they are indeed pretty anxious to avoid
unwanted pregnancies. Instances of this kind may be multiplied to prove
that so far as the rural population of India are concerned, despite their
illiteracy and apparent prejudices, they keep an open mind and they are
alert and sensitive to well-demonstrated new methods and techniques.

What they most need is not mere precept but example. Ocular
demonstrations are the sine qua non not because of the existence of a
mulish opposition to every thing that is new but because of a highly
pronounced element of caution. For the majority of the rural population
with precarious incomes, this caution is a natural defensive armour. They
are small men, too weak and poor to take any risks with even a single
harvest that would spell starvation for perhaps half a year or more. Thus
they invariably err on the side of caution when they are asked to try a new
brand of fertilizer or a new strain of seed. Their first reaction is ope of
scepticism as to its impact on the yield and worse still on the basic soj]
fertility. It is this psychological attitude that has to be won over. It can be done
not by any amount of high pressure propaganda but only by concentrating
upon actual demonstration of the quantum of good that is like to follow the
adoption of a new method or idea. This conclusion has also been supported
by the statement of the Minister for Community Development : “ Within a
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few months of the inauguration of the programme, however, the slumbering
millions in the countryside proved in action beyond a shadow of doubt
that their sleeping exterior was but a shield of self defence *’. If this conclu-
sion is accepted and a quietus is given to the major hypothesis, vast
resources in men and money could be released from needless propaganda
and publicity to more fruitful constructive work.

Recent Criticism :

It is convenient to classify the criticisms contained in the last two
evaluation reports into four groups relating to the four aspects of economic
and welfare objectives, organisation, finance and future growth.

Economic and Welfare Schemes :

Dr. Rao’s report has pronounced the execution of the agricultural
schemes to be a partial failure and the Study Team has pointed out that the
stress on the economic activities has been exceedingly weak. Even in respect
of the three most important agricultural schemes namely (i) use of improved
seed, (ii) use of manures and fertilizers and (iii) adoption of improved
methods of cultivation, only 579 of the villages covered by the special
enquiry had achieved some results. As for irrigation, land reclamation, soil
conservation and consolidation of holdings, it is only 25% of the villages
which have had any achievement to show. Statistics relating to the
expenditure in the First Five Year Plan period, which are the latest
available, also tend to confirm this unsatisfactory stress on
the agricultural schemes. Of the total capital outlay of Rs. 4602
crores on the Community Development Programme, expenditure on
agriculture, animal husbandry and irrigation amounts to only Rs. 11'6
crores or 253%. Viewed from the standpoint of more than 707 of the
population depending on agriculture and any achievement in this sector
more than any other is likely to produce the greatest publicity for the
Community Development Programme, this unsatisfactory weightage to
agricultural schemes should be reckoned as a major tactical error.
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Next in the order of importance in the economic schemes is the
development of rural acts, crafts and industries. On this scheme the
expenditure amounts to Rs. 1'78 crores or 3:99,. The fourth Evaluation
Report has declared the production-cum-training centres in respect of
Cottage Industries to be a total failure. The development of small scale
and village industries of the Community Development Programme is a minor
appendage to the larger Rs. 200 crores projects included in Second Plan.
Both at the national and the community project levels these schemes are
attempted to be implemented, with a furtive allegiance to non-economic
ideologies rather than with any high sense of realism. In the agricultural
sector at least new implements, new seeds, new methods afford concrete
incentives to increase production. But in the rural industrial sector new
labour saving implements are hardly introduced because of the bias of the
Second Plan in favour of labour intensive methods. Nor is marketing
efficiently organised to induce the craftsman and artisans to work harder.
Again, more than half a century of decadence of rural industries has scared
away even the hereditary and traditional workmen and craftsmen from
pursuing them for love or profit. Their eyes are turned nowadays to
larger factories and urban centres for more sustained and remunerative
occupations. With such psychological resistance to continue in these
vocations, it is small wonder that production-c_um-training centres have not
succeeded. Unless electric motorsand improved machinery are made available
for manufacturing the old utility goods in a new and an efficient way, as
well as new articles capable of satisfying new demands and an efficient
system of marketing to secure quick sales and renumerative,
efforts in rehabilitating most of the rural arts and crafts are doomed to
fail. On the other hand by stepping up agricultural productivity leading to
a corresponding expansion of agro-industries holds out a better promise of

expanding employment opportunities to the non-agricultural rural
population.

Against such a low priority assigned to immediately productive and
therefore really exhilarating agricultural and agro-industrial schemes
considerable weightage appears to have been given to construction schemes
mainly of an ostentatious character as also to welfare schemes, good in
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themselves but intangible indirect and long-term in their effects upon
material productivity. Building library rooms and stocking them with a
variefy of books without a comensurate development of literacy and love for
reading would be like putting the cart before the horse. ~ Organising village
sports, bhajan parties, folksong groups and dramatic troupes and inducing
the semi-starved rural population to take enthusiastically to them are all
schemes imbued no doubt with idealism but unlikely to create any durable

" impression of the utility of the Community Development Programme on the

minds of the people. A more constructive and positive approach would lie
in the direction of increasing employment, productivity and income, the
desideratum to a real desire for and enjoyment of cultaral pursuits. Economi-
cally productive schemes should necessarily form the first deck and cultural
and welfare activities the second deck of Community Development
Programme. No emphasis on this point is too great in view of the grave
deficits in food production, brought startlingly into view in the past
twelve months.  What has not yet come within the horizen is the
future shortage of agricultural raw materials like fibres and oil
seeds that is bound to emerge sooner than later consequent
upon the growth in nationalincome and development in the industrial sector,
Hence it is of paramount importance that agricultural schemes should be
given top priority in the Community Development Programme because their
success is a pre-condition to the success in all other directions.

Need for Institutional Arrangements:

Apart from the administrative and technical staff employed in each
block, the question of setting up institutional arrangements not only for
aiding the Governmental agency upto the end of the intensive phase, but also
for carrying on the responsibilities of development in the post intensive
phase, has of late assumed considerable significance. There has been a
great deal of criticism that whatever has been achieved in the blocks has
been due to official finance, guidance, supetvision, pressure and backing,
With vast sums of money, material and technical skill flowing from above
continously for four or five years, the danger of the population in these
blocks getting into the habit of looking upto extraneous agencies for every
fresh move is indeed real. One of the most important objectives of the
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Community Development Programme is to promote local leadership and
create institutions that could easily and expertly initiate and manage develop-
ment activities.

Ineligibility of Village Panchayats :

Since a directive principle has been inscribed in the Constitution for
setting up village panchayats all over the country one school of thought
considers them to be the proper institutions for this purpose. But experience
of village panchayats in the past shows that they are the breeding grounds
of feuds and factions, rivalries and jealousies, whereas institutions for
co-ordinated developmental activities should be animated by mutual good will
and co-operation. Moreover the functions of village panchayats are adminis-
trative and regulatory while those of the councils are constructive and develop
mental. Traditionally village panchayats, described as political nurseries
are the training ground for politicians. They are least eligible to shoulder
the responsibilities devolving on development councils. Yet the Study Team
has recommended a democratic decentralization and the creation of a
three-tier organisation of village panchayats at the base, panchayat Samitis,
consisting of persons elected by the group of village panchayats within the
area at the block level and Zila Parishad consisting of the presidents of the
Samitis and the top officials at the district level. The team adds that the
responsibility for the development of agriculture, village industries, primary
schools etc, should be entrusted to this hierarchy. If the village panchayats,
as shown earlier are ineligible, the Samitis and the Parishads are still move
for similar reasons. The final verdict on the Study Team’s recommendation
cannot be better expressed than in the words of Dr. Daniel Thorner :
‘“ to approach the goal of rural economic development through the agency

of the existing village panchayats would appear to be an exercise in
frustration ",

Nor could Cooperative Societies in any way be deemed competent
either independently or jointly with village pachayats to undertake
the burden of development work. In the past fifty years during
which they have been in existence, they have not succeeded even in
their own restricted legitimate sphere of activities. The Committee on
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Rural Credit Survey has, declared them to be a failure. Thus it is
inescapable that new ad hoc institutions charged with the task of
development will have to be organised because development is an art and
calls for expertise. It is only a recognition of this fact that has led to the
appointment of expert personnel on the Board of Management of the river
valley projects like Damodar Valley Corporation or the Tennessee Valley

. Administration, The same logic appli€s no less to smaller areas like a single

village or a group of villages. The creation of such ad hoc councils should
not be left to the blind chance of the ballot. The winners in elections
atleast at the lower levels of the villages and taluks, would mostly be the
misfits for the tasks and duties envisaged. Alternatively, development
councils should be filled in by nomination atleast for five or ten years to
come.

Before leaving this field of organisation and administration a word
may be said about the manner in which technical skill in the Blocks is being
utilised. There is an increasing awareness of the shortage of extension
personnel in relation to growing demand. At present much of the time of
the extension officers is being frittered away on non-technical subjects.
Take for instance the agricultural extension officer.  His legitimate function
is to demonstrate the superiority of the new strains of seeds, implements,
fertilizers and methods of cultivation. Al this he should do in demonstra-
tion farms all over the Block area and not through speeches and film strips.
Nor is it his business to sell implements and seeds; nor again is it his duty
to arrange for spraying insecticides and fungicides. These two functions
could well be discharged by an Upper Division Clerk and a Maistry respec-
tively, or better still they could be left to private agencies. There is indeed
an advantage in canalising the flow of agricultural requisites through licensed
normal trade agencies, because the ryots will then more boldly
complain against private traders for delay, high price etc. than against
government employees. Complaints against the former could be dealt with
more effectively than against the latter by cancelling licences or reducing
quotas which would have a wholesome deterrent effect. Above all, shifting
such non-technical jobs to suitable agencies would not only perceptibly step
up the efficiency of the technical personnel but also partly deofficialise
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development activities which is the crying need of the present as well as the
future. Similarly it is essential to divest the other extension officers of the

non-technical jobs with which they are saddled now in the blocks as well
as in regular departmental service.

Finance :

Both the latest reports have made a pointed reference to the
inadequacy of the financial allotments to the Community Development
Programme. For the innumerable schemes which have been pressed into
this nation-wide, omnibus Community Development Programme there has
been a provision of only Rs.242 crores for a period of about 8 years.
This works out on an average to less than Rs. 30 crores a year. Intended
to serve a population of over 310 millions of the rural population, the
amount of per capita expenditure works out to about a rupee per annum.
Indisputably this is too meagre a sum to generate a new outlook and
a new spirit among the people.

Future Growth ;

From the very outset the ultimate objective of the Community
Development Programme has been declared to be rousing the rural popula-
tion from the agelong torpor and making them actively participate
in all the planning projects and fostering a sense of responsibility and
initiative. The measure of its success lies in the quickness and facility with
which a transition from a Government administered programme could be
effected. Both Indian and foreign observers including evaluation teams have
taken pains to understand first hand whether the movement is developing in
the right direction. Conflicting opinions are held on this question, but the
opinion of so eminent an authority as Mr. M. L. Wilson, who has been
associated with the Extension Movement of the U.S. A. for a period of
nearly 50 years, should be deemed to have clinched the issue, *‘I have said
to myself over and over again, ‘Is the total programme moving in the
direction of an administrated programme or of a People’s Programme?’
1 meditated this question many times and have come to the conclusion
after weighing of the factors involved that it is going to be a People’s
Programme ”.  Others have expressed less optimistic views.
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Structure of Priorities : ’ .
From the foregoing discussion, certain conclusions emerge indicating
in broad outline the directions in which priorities will have to be revised :

(1) The hypothesis that the Indian rural population will stoutly
resist changes and new ideas is proved to be erroncous. Hence all the
propaganda and publicity about new processes and methods will be a huge
misdirected labour and resources.  What is required is ocular proof.
Demonstration farms in normal village conditions readily accessible to all
villagers are the sine qua non for the success of the Programme.

{2) The great stress laid on welfare schemes is a major error of
judgment. None of them would ever appeal to the illfed, indigent rural
population. ** Enter bunger, exit all the ten desires”” is the famous Tamil
saying the significance of which does not appear to have been duly
appreciated in the formulation of the Programme. On the other hand
concentration on economic and particularly immediately productive schemes
will rouse, as none else can the enthusiasm of the people. Larger produc-
tivity, larger income, better living standards, better health and education and
greater interest in sanitation, civic virtues, sports, songs, drama and the rest
of the cultural pursuits - these appear to be the logical arrangement of the
links of the developmental chain making for rural prosperity.

(3) Development of rural industries should follow the Scandinavian
or Japanese pattern. Large scale industries should be split up into small
cottage units and home industries for the manufacture of component,
already in vogue in cycle and fountainpen industries. Adoption of modern
technique, utilization of electricity and elimination of avoidable
physical strain and drudgery are essential to evoke the enthusiasm of the
workers who are already saturated with a knowledge of ideal working
conditions of the advanced West through magazines, pictqrial journals,
cinema and community radio.

(4) The over-emphasis on construction of buildings seen in the present
programme has led to a construction mania, *“ window-dressing ”’ as it were
of the project area without allowing development activities to soak down into
and fertilise the economy by generating cumulative effects of growth,

15
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. (5) In respect of institutional arrangements, Village Panchayats are
least eligible to carry on the heavy responsibilities of the Community Develop-
ment Programme. It would be like depending ona lame horse, since
Village Panchayats have not crossed the early phase of factions and feuds
Adhoc Committees with nominated members may have to function for five
to ten years to implement Community Development Programme, The
village level worker on whom so much reliance is placed for successful
execution of the multitude of schemes as also discovering and developing
local leadership is ill-equipped and ill-paid and suffering from lack of stature
and status to function as dynamic agencies. Something will have to be done
to improve the calibre of these 50,000 and odd grama sevaks.

(6) The past history and experience of the working of the Cooperative
Societies render them least fit to discharge the task and duties associated
with this Programme.

(7) For the massive gargauntuan programme of revolutionizing the
ways of life and business of more than 300 millions of the rural population,
the financial allotment of Rs. 242 crores for the First and Second Plan
periods, working out to about a rupee per capital per annum is meagre
and inadequate.

(8) Technical personnel being so scarce in this country, eternal
vigilance is needed to put them to maximum use. This could be done by
relieving them of all non-technical jobs.

Administration and Politics of the Ancient Tamils
as reflected in Silappatikaram.

By

Sri M. SHANMUGAM, B.sc., M.A., M.Litt.,
Reader in Dravidian Linguistics.

(Continued from Vol. XXI p. 158)

Senkuttuvan’s Predecessors :

Thus it may be concluded that the Cera kings followed the makkal tiyam
and Serikuttuvan was the son of Imayavarampan Netuficéralatan. The great
Senkuttuvan ruled over the Cera country with Vaficimanakar as his capital.
There were several petty chieftains ruling over the Chola country. But they were
all under the suzerainty of either the Puhar or Uraiyiir Cholas. There were two
families of the Cholas, one having Uraiyir as the capital and the other Puhar.
Senkuttuvan’s uncle Netunkilli, his mother’s brother and the son of Manakkilli,
was ruling over Uraiyiir. Puhir was under the rule of Killivalavan and his
younger brother Nalankilli. After the great Karikila who ruled over the whole
of the Chola country, the country seems to have been divided between Manakkil]li
and Peruvirarkilli.! Manakkilli is supposed to be the son of Karikdlan and thus
Karikalan is the maternal great-grand-father of Senkuttuvan. In the battle at
Kariyaru that ensued between these two Cholas, Senkuttuvan’s uncle Neturikilli
fell dead. When Netunkilli was thus killed, he was succeeded by his son
Perunargkilli who crowned himself king at Uraiyiir. Seeing that Perunkilli was
young, his relatives, who were ruling the various provinces as petty
viceroys, revolted against him with the idea of usurping the throne.
But Senkuttuvan hastened to the Chola country with a strong army,
put down the nine rebellious Cholas at Nériviyil near Uraiyir and
installed his brother-in-law on the throme. It is this Perunagkilli, who,
according to Thiru M. Raghava Iyengar, later on became a mighty monarch and
assumed the title * Irajasiyam vatta Perunarkilli. This Chola king after the
consecration of Kannaki at Vaficimanakar erected a temple in memory of
Kannaki at Uraiyfir, and conducted great festivals. The pedigree is given below :

1. Céran Senkuttuvag.
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' Karikilan
b o
Manakkilli Peruvirarkilli
(Uraiyur) (Puhar)
L N S
! I l
Netunkilli Narconai Killivalavan Nalankilli
Perunarkilli Senkuttuvan

Senkuttuvan’s contemporaries :

Senkuttuvan’s contemporary Pandya kings were Ariyappatai Katanta
Netuficeliyan, and his younger brother Verrivérceliyan. Netuficeliyan was
responsible for the unjust murder of Kovalan. At the death of Netuiiceliyan
his younger brother Verrivérceliyan who was ruling over Korkai as the heir
apparent came to Madurai and crowned himself king. He was succeeded by his
son Netuficeliyan, the famous hero of the battle of Talaiyalankanam.

These are the Chola and the Pandya, contemporaries of Senkut{tuvan. The
epic of Silappatikiram refers to Karikilan in three places (5 — 90-104 ;
6 — 159-160; 21 — 11). But never does it say that the debut of Midhavi took
place in the court of Karikalan. It is the interpretation of the commentators
(1 —60-68; 3 —10-11; 5— 212 ;—Commentaries) which misled people to
consider that Karikilan was a contemporary of Senkutiuvan. Asg may be easily
seen, this interpretation is quite wrong. Karikalan seems to be a contemporary
of Imayavarampan, Senkuttuvan’s father, and not of Sentkuttuvan,

His conquests :

The state emblem or the standard of the Cera is the * Bow ”, the Chola
the  Tiger ” and the Pandya the “ Fish”. Also they had distinguishing
garlands or flowers such as the Palmyra, the Atti and the Margosa respectively,
Of the three the Cera, king Senkuttuvan was the most powerful, In support of
Silappatikaram, Patirruppattu also refers to several of his victories. His
victories may be classified as follows :

(1) Senkuttuvan led an expedition to the north for a holy bath of his
mother in the waters of the river Ganges. In this expedition he won a victory
over the thousand Aryan kings who opposed him in the north.! Thiru M.

Raghava Iyengar would suggest that it is for a holy bath for the image of his

1. Silappatikiram 25—160-163.
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mother?!, which he erected for her after her suicide when her husband died in a
battle with Peruviragkilli2, that Senkuttuvan undertook this expedition.

(2) He also won a victory at Konikar Senkalam (Qa&rmsi Gemisarn) against
the Cholas and the Pandyas and destroyed the city of Kotukir (Q&r@eai)3.
The Korikas are identified with the Gangas* who were also known as Konkutésa

Rajakkal.

(3) The victory that was greatly celebrated by Paranar repeatedly in the
fifth ten of Patiruppattu is his sending the navy into the sea and the destruc-
tion of Palayan.® Tankd Atikal in Silappatikiram refers to this naval
victory, along with the conquest of ~Aryan kings® As a result of t.his‘
naval victory, Serkuttuvan secms to have assumed the title Céraman Kataldttiya
Velkelu Kuttuvan—G@erwrar aLGorcgu CaudGsya  Gausr (4pw—-369);
L6 WpaCasrigu GLGoua (udpprugsi—udse 5).

(4) Senkuttuvan’s victory over Palaiyan was one of his greatest

achievements, Palaiyan is a chieftain of Mokir under the Pandya king.
Senkuttuvan undertook this expedition against Palaiyan to help his friend Arukai.?

Senkuttuvan cut to pieces the Kavanmaram, the margosa tree of Palaiyan and

tied Palaiyan’s elephants to his cart with the help of the robes made of the hair
of Palai-yan’s women, llankd Atikal also refers to this victory.®

(5) Silappatikiram refers to the victory of Seﬂku;tuyag at Yi?a,'lﬁ.r
(sfwgpri) the seashore, the destruction of the nin.e Cholz.m kings at.: Nérivayil
(G pAsurisd) and his victory at Itumpavanam (GBuueuerd).® Patlx;.ruppattt.z
also refers to the victory of Senkuttuvan over the nine kings, * g rr$fmelp
Caryr Gy éaACuri gatudarwi ofyp urdiyps Hmb s "-We have already
discussed in detail this victory of Senikuttuvan.

. Céran Senkuttuvan—pages 27, 28.
Puraniniiru - stanza 62.
Silappatikiram 25—152-155.
Céran Senkuttuvan page 28.
Patirruppattu - stanzas 45, 46, 48. o
Silappatikiram 28—119-121 ; Gpfés Gy,
Patirruppattu — 44.
Silappatikaram — 27--124-126.

do  — 28—115-110.
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(6) The last and the greatest of Senkuttuvan’s achievements is his
expedition to the north to bring stones from the Himalayas to carve out an image
for Kannaki. This expedition is not mentioned in the text of Patirruppattu.
Only the padigam of the fifth ten refers to this victory. Because of this anamoly
Thira K. N. Sivaraja Pillai in his *“ Chronology of the Tamils” has tried to
differentiate two Senkuttuvans. But it is probable that Senkuttuvan’s northern

expedition was the last of his victories, undertaken after Paranar had composed
the fifth ten.

Thus Serikuttuvan was strong and powerful, his domain extending over
the Pandya country, the Chola country and even over north India upto the
Himalayas. No wonder that his standard consisted of all the three emblems
of the Tamil kings, namely, the Bow, the Fish and the Tiger. His minister
Villavan Kotai says, ¢ Seal it (the letter announcing Serikuttuvan’s northern
expedition) with your seal bearing the designs of the Bow, the Fish and the
Tiger, the emblems of the Tamil kings and send it to all the kings of the north .
(25 — 170-172).

Training the heir apparent :

The kings were anxious that their successors should get proper training in
administration before they take up the reigns of office. So the successors were
crowned heirs apparent and made to rule over a certain portion of the country.
Thus when Ariyappatai Katanta Netuficeliyan was ruling over the Pandya
country with Madurai as the capital, his younger brother Verrivérceliyan who
was to succeed him, was ruling over Korkai. At the death of Netuficeliyan,
Verrivérceliyan hastened to Madurai and duly crowned himself king of the
Pandya country. ,

Form of Government :

The form of government then was monarchical. The kingship was
hereditary (17 — 134). The king was the head of the state and the army. So
he had immense prestige and power. Still he was never an autocrat or tyrant.
He was very careful to look to the comforts of his subjects. There is no reference
in the Cankam classics that the people ever revolted against a despotic
ruler. But from the simile that is used, one has to understand that they
knew what despotism meant. The autocratic king’s reign is compared to the
burning hot summer. The brahmin of Mankad said «“ You (Kdvalan) have come
in the hot summer when the jungles and mountains are burnt to deserts causing
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deep distress, like a kingdom whose king deviated from the right path under the
influence of unrighteous councillor” (11—60-67). Kovalan, Xannaki and Kavunti
Atikal, on their way to Madurai, having decided to walk in the night under the
co.ol rays of the moon, anxiously waited for the sunset. The poet compares them
to those who anxiously wait for the death of autocratic kings (13—15-16).
Thus we see how the people hated despots and how anxiously they prayed for
the despots’ early death. Perhaps they never revolted against such kings and
their political philosophy taught them more to retire to the wild forests than

to live under such despots.!

Divinity of kingship

The people considered the king as their God. Divine attributes were given
to the king. The word Iraivan (@ peust) refers both to the king and to
God. Geopyop UmpsCarar aurdGorGu (20—26): Gmpuwsar Qgsied
wrisay Qumg (26—33); Qepyop Gmpsss (23—117). In all these
places *izai’ refers to the king. @@ peudar gy QarerLmafl  gjenTdig
(20—37-38) ; muged olf priL g fe pGuwrer (14—7)—Here iraivan refers to
God (Siva). Similarly, koyil means both the palace of the kings and the temple
of Gods. Apour wrémsts QuACursr Csrdgud (5—169) — the temple of
the * Never-Born’. Here the word koyil refers to the temple of God Siva. In
the line Garuisd 6@ surudsd Guomfuw — ‘Reached the palace and asked the
gatekeeper’, the word koyil refers to the palace of the Pandya king.

Since kingship was considered divine, the unnatural disturbances in the
world and the disturbances of the peace of the people were attributed to the
failure of the king’s rule. Senkuttuvan, when he heard how the Pandya king
erred in his judgement and how he unjustly murdered Kévalan, said, ‘ The
king fears when the rain fails and fears more when his subjects are committed
to any misdeed. To be born in the family of kings who fears to be an autocrat
is not an enviable position, but is a misfortune to suffer ” (25......100-104).

We shall now discuss the origin of this divinity of kingship with the help
of the references in Tamil Literature.

Human nature is so peculiar that it obeys the laws enacted by those who
have own the respect and regard of the people. If there is no law prohibiting
the killing of one person by another, I think our streets will be always filled with

corpses.

1. Qar@mGsrs® LOGITOTET QT (PLD fLr,rnLuy;i) s@ubLyed aurgib &TH ﬁs&r(b"m.
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Even where religion, literature and philosophy have failed, law has
succeeded.

- Our philosophers, poets, and religious heads have preached the prohibition
of animal sacrifices in the name of Gods, and the immense benefits of giving up
drinking. 'They have pointed out the evils and the injustice of untouchability
and spoken eloquently in support of temple entry. All their attempts have failed
even in the modern democratic world, But where these people have failed to
achieve their aims by writing and preaching, the laws have succeeded. In the
modern democratic society, they have failed to achieve their aims as effectively
as the laws which have brought them up. But there was a time when these

people, the poets and the philosophers were the acknowledged legislators and
their words were the laws of the country.

The real meaning of freedom dawned upon man when he began to live and
abide by the laws of society. Man who lived alone, learns to live with his wife,
children, his people and with others, Each stage imposed on him new restrictions
and his freedom grew more and more qualified until it became suitable for the

growth of the society. He grew more and more civilized when new restrictions
were imposed.

Who imposed first the restrictions on him ? He who commanded bis
respect and regard must have first made laws for him. Unable to account for the
changes in nature, and threatened at times by its aweful majesty, he believed in
an Almighty who commanded the universe and prayed to him to save him from
difficulties. So the laws were first made for men in the name of God which
men cheyed,

The three Cankams were blessed with either the presence of Gods and poets
wha were considered to be the avathars of Gods or who had in them the divine
nature, so that people might respect them. The poets thus wielded immense
power in society and were the legislators of the land. Their utterances were
accepted as laws to be followed. The text of Iraiyanir Kalaviyal is said to
be written by God Somasundarar. Nakkirar's commentary on it was acknow-
ledged to be the best and the judgment over it was given by Uritirasanman, an
avathar of God Murugan. Akattiyar, Tolkippiyar, Tiruvalluvar, Kampar and
a host of others were considered to be the avathars of Gods. Thus the people

accepted the poets, who drew from their divinity their power to legislate, as
their heads,
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People then learned to live under a chieftain when the idea of kingship
arose. If the people were to follow his commandsg, he should command their
respect. He patronised the poets, the avathars of Gods, and they, in turn,
colebrated him as God in their poetry, which the people readily accepted. The
king now made laws for the country and drew his inspiration from the divine
power vested in bim by the poets. So we hear in literature the poets not
differentiating the kings from the God. The similarities between God and king are
many which the poets prepagated among the people g0 that they may obey the
king and accept his legislation. - This is how, 1 think, the idea of divinity in
kingship arose in the Tamil country and this belief is contained in the histories
of most of the countries.!

The Councils of ministers :

The king was helpdd in his administration by two councils of ministers, the
Aimperunkutu and Eppérayam. The administraticn of the conntry was carried
on by the king in consultation with these councils, The Aimperunkulu consisted
of the minister, the purohit, the commander-in-chief, the ambassador and the
spy. Alumpilvé] was the minister in charge of the income of the State. He
seems to be a chieftain of the country known as Alumpil in the Pandya country,?
He was very shrewd and was fully acquainted with the situations in his country.
When it was decided to undertake the northern expedition and that it should be
announced to the northern kings well in advance, Alampilvél said that it was
quite sufficient if the expedition was anmnounced in the city of Vafici itself,
because, he said, the spies of the northera kings who were present at Vaficima-
pakar would certainly carry the news to their kings (25-—173-177). Thus
Alumpilvél knew well the presence of the spies of the northern kings in the city
of Vajci and was keeping a vigilant watch over them. When Senkuttuvan got -
wild and said that he would lead his northern expedition against the kings
in the north, who talked disgraccfully of the Tamil kings, it was the purohit who
calmed him down, saying, “Oh king! There is not a single monarch
who can defy your anger. They really meant no insult to you. So you should
bring down your wrath 7 (26—20-24). The purohit was also known as * dsin >
Qenkituvan’s commander~in-chief for the infantry was Villavan Kotai who led

USRI

1. For a detailed discussion of this theory, refer to my article « gpear
. SLOJST TSI Uy eOT Y »  in Kalaikadir—1952.
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the victorious expedition to the north (26—251-252). Caficayan was the head
of the ambassadors. They carried on the orders and requests to foreign countries
and in times of war they stayed with the king and executed his orders. It was
Caficayan who carried on the news to Senkuttuvan from Nirruvar Kannar, that
they were ready to bring a stone from the Himalayas after dipping it in-the holy
waters of the Ganges, to carve out the image of Kannaki, if the purpose of
Senkuttuvan’s expedition to the north was only to bring such a stone. Senkuttuvan
sent Caficayan to inform the Nuarruvar Kannar to make arrangé&ent;
with them for the safe transport of the troops across the river Ganges. The
ambassadors, since they had frequent access to the presence of the king, had a
special uniform, a shirt and a head dress and so they were known as Kafichu-
kamikkal. The Kaficukamakka] took tributes to their king Senkuttuvan, from the
Pandya king, and the king sent a sealed letter accepting the tributes (26-166-171).
Caficayan was the head of these Kaficukamikka], about a thousand in number
(26—137-138). Next to Caficayan was Nilan (28—109). The spies were the
eyes of the kingdom who wandered in foreign lands unnoticed and sent news to
their kings.

The Enpérayam consisted of the Karanattiyalavar, Karumavitikal,
Kanakacurram, Kataikippalar, Nakaramantar, Nalipataittalaivar Yanaivirar
and Ivulimafavar.

In addition to these, there were other administrative chiefs and officers
like Karumavinaifiar, Kanakkiyalvinaifiar, Tarumavinaifiar, Tantiravinaifiar and
Perunkani who helped the king in the administration (26—40-42).

The Council of ministers and the other bodies of administrative officers
were known as mantira curram, which used to sit with the king and help him in
the administration of justice. They also took part in the king’s durbar known as
Nalolakkam. It was when Netuficelivan left the mantira curram and was
proceeding to the palace of the queen that the goldsmith met and deceived
him, saying that the thief who had stolen the anklet of the queen, was caught
and kept in his house. If the mantira curram was present with the king, perhaps
it would have properly advised him against any hasty judgment and there would
have been perhaps no execution of Kovalan at all.

The income of the State :

There were three sources of income to the State as stated by
Tiruvalluvar.® They were the uruporul — the hidden wealth. Uruporu]

1. o pQurmens 2.0@ GQUITHEBLSET QETET S
CaspiQurmend Coupgar Qummer.
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need not mean the treasure trove alone - i.e. the golden jewels and the pots of
money that may be found hidden under the earth. Putaiyal (yemgwsb) or
uruporu] means anything hidden under the earth. So the mineral wealth of any
kind, gold and diamonds, iron and coal, even in the form of ore that are found
hidden under the earth were known as putaiyal and belonged to the State, as it is
even today. Vartikan was imprisoned that he stole the treasure trove which
belonged to the State. The second source of income was ulkuporu] i.e. the duty
that was imposed on imported and exported goods. It was the custom then
to affix the seal of the king on the goods exported to foreign countries. The
name of the goods, the quantity, and the addresses to which those bales were to
be sent, were written on them (5-111-112). The king also took the wealth from
the countries of the vanquished and the defeated kings paid him tribute. This
was the third source of income to the State. Senkuttuvan’s vassals brought their
tributes and waited in the early mornings before the palace when the drum was
beaten (26—562-53; 166-171). In addition to all these, the people used to pay one
sixth of their income as tax. This also enriched the coffers of the State.

On important occasions the king used to cancel off the payment of these
taxes and duties. Once Vartikan was imprisoned on a false charge by the
officers of the Pandya king without the king’s knowledge. When the king came
to know of this unjust act he begged of Vartikan his excuse when the gates of
the temple of Kali, which so long remained closed as a result of this injustice,
suddenly broke open. The king in his joy in having found justice announced
at once, ““ Break open the doors of the prison and leave the prisoners free.
Exempt the people from the payment of tax. Both the ituporu] and
patuporul should go to those who find them out” (23—85-130). Senkuttuvan
when he consecrated Kannaki in the temple he built for her and celebrated the
Nanmankalam, ordered to let free all the prisoners and announced that the people
were exempted from payment of the taxes and duties (28—203-204). Kulothunga
I who ruled over the Chola country (1070 A. D.—1120 A D.) also by a similar act
of grace exempted the people from the payment of the taxes in memory of his
accession to the throne and as a result won for him the immortal title
¢ Cunkantavirtta Colan ”

Welfare of the subjects :
' The king was very careful to look to the welfare of his subjects. He did

many things to promote their comforts. In the city of Puhar the Chola king
consecrated on the four directions the Gods of protection (&meu DG putans). One
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of the two mantapams of Puhar was Tlaficimaatapam which had a pond with
cool water. If the people with hunchbacks or with rotten bodics as a result of
diseases like lepresy ete., took their bath in that pond, they attained beautiful
bodies. Many were the people who made use of this wonderful pond. Next to it
there was ancther mantapam which contained a stone shedding rays of light.

When people came round this pillar, the rays relicved them of discases like loss

of senses, shivering as a result of taking poison and poisoning as a result of snake
bite ete. (5 — 118-127). It is true that the cxistence of such a pond and a pillar
is supernatural and may seem to be unreasonable to the modern scientific age.
Yet we may take them to be symbolic represcntations of the hospitals and
other institutions which the king had established for the benefit of his subjects.
Does not the modern methods of treatment apply t

he X-rays and the ultra
violet rays ?

Justice :

The king used to undertake nocturnal wanderings in his country to have a

first hand information about the reactions of his subjects to his rule. Kirantai,
a brahmin, when he left the Pandya country for Benares on a pilgrimage consoled

his wife saying, ¢ The benevolent rule of our king will protect you. Do not be
afraid of being alone in my absence when I go on my pilgrimage to Benares .
The king who overheard this, used to watch the house every night unnoticed by
any one. Kirantai, after his return, was talking to his wife. The king when he
heard a new voice inside the house, suspected whether any thief had entered and
knocked at the door. Kirantai suspected the chastity of his wife.

His wife
got frightened and appealed to her husband,

“ What has happened to the
justice of our king which you said, would protect me . The king realised his

mistake and left the place at once. +Next day Kirantai brought the case before
the king and demanded that the hand of the person who knocked at the door
should be chopped off. The king quietly cut his hand off. His

people
understood the actual events that had led to such an act by the king and made
a gold hand for their king. He was thenceforward known as Porkai-p-pantiyan
(23 — 42-54),

. It was because of such a benevolent and just rule of the Pandya king that
Kéovalan, as soon as he entered the Pandys country, said, « My wife is unable to
bear this burning heat ; in the Pandya country the bear will not dig the anthills :
the tiger will not chase the deer ; the reptiles, the crocodiles, the thunder and the
spirits will not give any trouble. This is the result of the righteous rule of the
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Pandya kings for which they are well known throughout the length and breadth
andya ’
of this world (13 — 2-10).

The court o\f justice was known as Arankiiravaiyam .w'htare 2}-18 mai;);kia;flt
. discussion and the judgment became the respons:bxlhxty Aimper _h.
oriso £ instances where justice was demanded of the king in person. The
T he%:ir' . tl; audience with the king and demanded justice. The hxs'tory. of
PeOPle' gOh‘ lréc from whom Kirantai demanded protection and later on justice,
porka‘:-p-I”)m}lt']yair:-l from whom Kannaki demanded justice, are insm‘nces "Whel.‘e
&nd' I\etuncg-ly&;ded justice from the king by arguing their cases \’r‘l’ch h_un in
thosﬁfnopl(;v}f:al\letuﬁceliyan realised that he was wrong in executing Kdvalan
Srson. , t liyan
fle died that very moment.

These are instances where the kings are direc‘thi concfarne(i- wi‘oIh ﬂ:;ecaj;s.
But in most cases, justice was dispensed by the Atrankurav:x.yzzta;r.sannasms th_z
£ Pubar, there was a Bhiitam which used to tie th.e. unfaithfa y ; ;| o
0 tut the unfaithful wives, the treacherous ministers who scheme a_gam
Pgoétﬁ:t:s};ings the false witnesses and the backbiters, with its robe called pasam,
I;iver::them imm;nse troubles and devour them.

If ever the king or the avai gave wrong j'ud—gm_en‘ts, there? were wagz k;)y
which it was announced to the king. Dakshipdmirti was glv?n- Wfa.' 1y
Parasuran. But the king’s officers said that the fatfler ’of D&kshxgxama::tn stc;x :
away the_treasure-trove and imprisoned Dakshipdmirty’s father Varbtlx e:;g.

tes of the temple of Kali remained closed fmd no. one Wafcs ab. e to open

e king on enquiry, found that Varttikan was unjustly imprisoned by

tk{em‘ o lXnTgrttiksm was, et free and the king begged of him his pardon

- Oﬁi‘;:")’(')s'm” Thisﬁ incidentally proves how sometimes the king’s- ofﬁce_rs

(xi?s;;ed t.l:eir p;)wer without the knowledge of the kin.g. There wz?s an image m-

gvai of Puhar which used to shed tears if ever the king or the avai

- Pavalmafﬁgf? ensing justice (5 — 135-138). These are also supernatural.

et e Ili explained as symbolic of the various devices which were

'Yit (tll:is:o :;3; proper and impartial justice for the people. It also proves how
::;x:i[:ms the kings were to give impartial judgment.

Religious catholicity . . . o
g There were only four main religions namely, Saivism, Vmshna;vxsm, Jainism
ddhism followed by the people of Tamilnad. .The ku.lgs 1.n most cases
&m‘i o d Slaivism But there was no religious prejudice or animosity among the
embrace . i
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adherents of the various religions. Members of the same family embraced
different religions without any feeling of prejudice or hatred. Senkuttuven was a
Saivite while his brother Hanks Atikal was a Jain, Sattanar who was respected
and patronised by Senkuttuvan was a Buddhiss by religion, but he had no
prejudice towards any other religion.  Ou the eve of Senkuttuvan’s departure to

the north on his expedition, early in the morning after attending to his morning
duties, he prayed to God Siva

priest from the temple of Atakamatam, w
brought prasitham and gave it to him.
had it worn om his shoulders, since he ha
crowned head (26—55-57).

here God Vishpu lay sleeping,
Sehgattuvan gladly receiving if,
d the feet of God Siva over his

Since the kings were so eatholic in their outloo
adhering to various faiths lived as good neighbours. In the cities of Pabir and
Madurai, the various temples and pallies belonging to the various religions were
in close proximity with each other (10—9-25 ; 6~—160-173; 14-~7-12).
It is hecause of this catholicity in the ontlook of the people that Madhari a
Vaishnavite, readily accepted Kdvalan and Kappaki as her guests though they
were Jaing, Madhari also paid homage to Kavanti Atikal, a Jain Sanyisin,

k on religion, the people

Army :

The king had the fourfold army, the Chariots, the Elephants, the Horses,
and the Infantry. We hear from Silappatikiram about the size of Senkuttuvan’s
army that left Vafici on his northern expedition (26—128-140). It consisted
of the following :—~Chariots -~ 100; Elephants -~ 500 ; Horses - 10,000 ; Carts
and carriages — 20,000 ; Kaficukar - 1,600 ; Dancing girls ~ 102 ; Musicians - 208 ;
Jesters - 100. The major item of expenditure for the king might have been the
maintenance of such a huge army. When this huge army crossed the lands ang
mountains, the mountains became bent under its weight and permanent routes
were carved out by the mere passing of the army.) Seakuttuvan had a well
trained infantry with which he was able to subdue his eneries on land and had o
mighty naval force with which he conquered his enemies on the seas.

L som g s2osumb 5%0ssrié 2
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~  Then he started on an elephant when the -
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War :

Silappatikiram speaks of two expeditions to the north led by the Tamil
kings. One was the famous expedition led by the Chola king Karikéiar_\' I'n'ior to
the days of Silappatikiram (5—90-92). The other was the' expedmxofx'led
by Senkuttuvan. If the king was unable to start at the apgomted auspicious
moment, he uged to send his white umbrella—Venkorrakkutai, sword and the
murasu in advance at the appointed moment in the direction of his expedition,
mounted on an elephant. This is known as Nitkdl or Kutaimankalam
(5—~90-92 ; 26—33-45). This iz what Karikalap and Senkuttuvan did during
their northern expeditions. Before the army left the capital, it was treated to a
grand feast. Senkuttuvan conducted the war mostly as described in Tolképpiya,x.:n.
There are a few tipais in Silappatikiram which are not mentioned in
Tolkdppiyam.

The defeated Kkings paid tribute to the victor, Senkuttuvan received
Muttuppantar from the king of Vacciram, Pattimantapam from the king of
Magada and Torapavayil from the king of Avanti (28-—86-87-commentary).

The king conferred titles and birudas upon the warriors who fought
heroically in the battlefield. The names of the heroes who lost their liv?s in battles
were perpetuated by the erection of Natukal or Virakkal. Th(.e heirs of these
warriors received lands and other kinds of wealth from the kings. After the
conquest over Kanaga and Vijaya, Senkuttuvan, encamped on the southern bal‘\k
of the river Ganges, summoned to his presence the sons of those, who, while
defeating the attempts of the enemy kings, went to heaven to be ga,r]x.mded by
its daughters ; who with unbeaten courage had fought and lay dead ‘:vmh heads
and shoulders chopped off ; who, though hired soldiers, had fou.ght, wi;th swords
and fallen dead, who died with their swords when the goblins with sunken
eyes danced Kuravaikkiittu celebrating the ancestr'y of the hez_‘o, and the sons of
those who fell down dead with their fellow soldle}"s &I‘Jd wives of those who
crowned themselves with the Vakai flowers after .havmg killed the front f‘ankf of
the enemy with their spears; those who stood with blood on their bodte§ a t,e;
having destroyed the chariot and charioteers ; those .who ha.d taken posaessx;n o
the battlefields after having cut off the heads-of th.elr enemies 80 thfa,’c e\;er; t’s;lm'a,
was moved to pity ; and those who came with their breast-plates pierced fo their

backs and presented them with golden flowers of Vakai (27—23~44),
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The insubordinate defeated kings like Kanaga and Vijaya were imprisoned.
But those who submitted realising their own weakness, were pardoned and treated
as friends. Senkuttuvan brought the stones from the Himalayas on the heads of
Kanaga and Vijaya. The defeated kings and others tried to escape from the
battlefield in the guise of sanyasins with jata, kashiyam and with ashes smeared
all over their body, in the gnise of jain sanyasins with the feathers of peacock in
their hands and in the guise of dancers and musicians (26—225-230). It was
considered unmanly and disgraceful to imprison these people who tried to escape
from the battlefield defeated. The Pandya kings spoke disgracefully of
Seciikutiuvan when he showed them the kings of north whom he imprisoned when
they tried to escape from the battlefield disguised in the garb of ascetics
{27—80-107).

Patronagé of fine arts :

The kings in general patronised dance, music and literature.
Serikuttuvan’s love for, and the patronage he gave to Tamil are unparalleled.
The composition of an epic like Silappatikiram — a muttamil kiviyam by
Tlankd Atikal and Mapimékalai by Sattanar was largely due to his
patronage. To the poet Paranar who composed the 5th ten of
Patirpuppattu with Seikuttuvan as the hero was granted the whole income
of Umparkdtu. Senkuttuvan also gave him his own son Kuttuvan Céral.

During his expedition to the north innumerable dancers and songsters,
kiattar and panar followed his trodps. He relaxed himself by sceing the
dances and listening to the songsters. After his return from the north, seated
with his wife on the moonlit portico, he saw the dance KottccEtam performed
by Cakkaikkittan of Paraiyiir. This was the dance which Siva danced with
huis consort Uma as part of himself on his left, after burning the three castles.
The anklet on his red feet jinkled; the drum in his hand sounded; his eyes
expressed thousand different expressions ; the locks of hair spread and waved in
all the four directions. These were the expressions of Lord Siva on the right.
On the left, as part of Lord Siva, there was Uma. Her patakam did not throb ;
her waist band produced no sound ; her breasts did not shake ; the jewels on her
head were not displaced ; and the curls of her hair were not spoilt.

We also know how the debut of Madhavi was held before the Chola king.
The king presented her with the title Talaikol Arivai, in addition to 1008
Kalaficu of gold and a garland of green leaves.

ADMINISTRATION AND POLITICS......SILAPPATIKARAM 129

The Paittini cult !

Cankam literature refers to Natukal or Virakkal erected for the
warriors. There is no reference to the erection of images for chaste ladies.
Silappatikdram is the first epic which refers to the erection of an image for
a chaste lady and the consecration of the Goddess of chastity. It is Senkuttuvan
who first introduced the Pattini-cult. The kings then had great respect for
chaste ladies and they very much honoured them. Kavunti Atikal said
of chaste ladies, *The rain will not fail; the wealth will not fail;
and the kings will not go wrong in the lands where live chaste ladies ”. Tt is no
wonder that Senkuttuvan built a temple for Kangjaki and conducted festivals to
celebrate her greatness.

Peace and Prosperity :

Because of such a benevolent and just rule the people lived happy
without any fear. In the Vellitaimanyam of Puhdr there were bales of goods
heaped like mountains with the name and the quantity of the goods written over
them. There was neither a gate, nor a lock, nor a watchman to protect them.
There might be strangers from different lands who would be tempted to steal
away those goods. If they wanted to dispose of those goods, they would have
to come round and round, crushed under the weight of the goods upon their head
with nobody to buy them. Their attempts to steal away the goods would thus be
foiled (5 — 110-117). We hear of events very similar to this even now in the
western countries in the sale of newspapers and magazines. The bundles of news-
papers and magazines will be kept at the junctions with nobody to sell them away.
Those _who want them, will take the necessary dailies and magazines and put
their coins in a dish kept there. There is said to be no malpractice or fraud,
This practice is said to work most efficiently in the promotion of honesty among
the people.

The love of the people for their king :

The people had great respect and regard for their kings, At the end of
the festivals and dances which the people conducted for their Gods, they praised
their kings and wished them long life, victory and prosperity (12 — 24 ; 17 — 38;
24 — 26). The Aicciyar compared the three great kings to Tirumal. Even during
the marriages at the end of the functions they prayed that their kings should be
blessed with long life, prosperity and victory. ‘The royal tiger emblem, engraved
on this side of the Himalayas, might remain for ever on the golden crest of that

17
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mountain and the Chola king might spread his matchless victory all over the
world.” Thus the maidens referred to their Chola king at the end of the marriage
between Kévalan and Kannaki (1.........64-68).

When Senkuttuvan went north on his expedition, the whole country was
plunged into grief unable to bear the absence of their king. On hearing his
return every one was happy and the ladies hastened to inform the return of
Senikuttuvan to their queen. The kurava maidens of kurufici waiting on the
paran - the raised loft, sang the kurifici pan, saying, © Let the path of him
who returns on the fleeting elephant, decked with the vikai and tumpai
of the north be shortened ”. The ploughmen sang the . Otappan
saying, “ The Lord of kutavar who pulled down the fortress of
the kings of north and ploughed their lands with asses and sowed
white millet is come ; O bullocks! You need not drag the heavy ploughs
tomorrow. Tomorrow is the birthday of our king. Go and rest.” The cowherds
of mullai played on their flute the song, kulalpan. “The villavan has come. You
(cattle) will mix with the cattle he has brought from the Himalayas.” The fisher
girls who assembled under the punnai tree on the seashore and played ammanai,
sang, “Our king Vanavan has returned victorious to fondle the shoulders of his
young queen. Let us sing the vafici song praising his tumpai and palmyra
(27—210—250). Thus the people livingin the various parts of his kingdom
welcomed him affectionately, overcome with joy and excitement at his victorious
return. It is no wonder that such an affectionate king lived to rule over his

country for fifty long years.

THE MADRAS FAIR RENT ACT OF 1956 - AN APPRAISAL
By

Sri M. BALASUBRAMANIAN, M.A., B.Sc.,
Lecturer in Economics.

T is one of the directive principles of State policy as embodied in the
Indian Constitution, that ** the State shall strive to promote the welfare
of the people by securing and protecting, as effectively as they may, social
and economic justice ”’. The Planning Commission has also recommended
in their land policy that the rights of tenants require to be defined and that
the rents should be fixed, ¢ taking into consideration, the expenses of cultiva-
tion and other risks of the cultivators >. The question of laying down the
principles for the determination of fair rent has therefore been engaging the
attention of the Madras Government for some time. In April 1955, a
Cabinet Sub-Committee was appointed to examine this question, along with
the other aspects of land reform ; and the present Act that came into force on
the 1st October, 1956, is a result of the deliberations of the Committee.
Since there was no law regulating the rent payable by a cultivating tenant to
his landlord, except in areas to which the Malabar Tenancy Act of 1929 and
the Tanjore Tenants and Pannayals Protection Act of 1952 apply, the
Madras Government had the Madras Cultivating Tenants (Payment of Fair
Rent) Act XXIV of 1956 passed through the Legislature in 1956.

The preamble to the Act lays down that this measure is introduced to
provide for the payment of fair rent by the cultivating tenant to his landlord.
It is therefore clear that it seeks to give relief to the cultivating tenants. The
Act then goes on to define and explain what Fair Rent is. Section 4 of this
Act says that the Fair Rent shall be

(i) in the case of wet land, 40% of the normal gross produce or its
value in money ;

(ii) in the case of wet land where the irrigation is supplemented by
lifting of water, 357 of the gross produce or its value in money ;

(iii) in the case of any other class of land, 33} 7 of the normal gross
produce or its value in money.



132 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

The Act also provides that the tenant shall bear all cultivating
expenses and the landowner shall bear the charges for repairing of the”
pumpsets and in the case of lands in items (i) and (iii) in which water is
lifted by pumpsets installed at the cost of the landowner, the fair rent
specified shall be increased to 40%. The installation of a pumpset shall be
at the option of the landowner. Lastly the Act says that where the
contract of tenancy provides for payment of a rent lower. than the fair rent
payable under the above provisions, the contract rent alone shall be payable
during the contract period. Under this Act the landowner is also entitled
to # th of the straw or stalk of all the crops in every harvest,

In order to appreciate the problem in a critical way, it is necessary to
take into consideration a few points bearing on the question. First let us
see how this Act helps in genera) to promote the economic welfare of the
State as such. It is necessary that an Act should contain provisions for
safe-guarding the interests of tenants as well as the landowners in general
and the small uneconomic holders in particular. But it appears that this
Act seeks to enrich a section of the population viz., tenants who form only
37%* of all agricultural families and who are in possession of only 9- 5% *
of the holdings covering 10- 67,* of the total area held by all agricultural
families, and to impoverish the other section, viz., the landowners who form
the backbone of the rural economy Tepresenting about 49 3% * of the rural
families and who are in possession of 78%* of the holdings covering 82 * 67, *
of the total area held by all agricultural families. Secondly an Act if it aims
at social justice must try to be just to all land-holders. Under the Tanjore
Tenants and Pannayals Protection Act of 1952, exemption has been granted
ta persons in possession of 63 acres of land. But the framers of this Act
bave not thought fit to provide in this Act any such exemption to uneconomic
holders and to small land-owners in possession of a few acres of land. It is
no doubt true that the present Act allows an individual in possession of
134 acres of land to recover from each of his tenants 50% of the lands
cultivated by his tenants for his personal cultivation, subject to the maximum
of 5 acres of land, including the acres of land cultivated already by him.

* Essential Statistics. All-Indja A

ricultural Labour Enquiry. Government
of India, Ministry of Labour, s qury

page 92,
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The facility has been extended, not to all pe'rsons but only to those who are
not assessed to taxes, like profession lax, Income-tax or sales-tax and .who
at the same time, are actually particip‘a.tmig in the agrlcuvltural operations.
It is obvious that the scope of this facility is _of very restricted application.
A distinction is made between the uneconomic holders who are assessed to
taxes like profession tax, income-t.ax‘ or ‘sales-lax, and others who'are not so
assessed. The result of such a distinction may hfave far reachmg' f:c?nse-
quences in a State where there are already various class.es and d1v1§lons.
Further small holders of land who are . assessed .to proff:s.swn tax will be
rather adversely affected, as they will not be in a position to recover the
lands from their cultivating tenants .jus.t because they happen to be asses.sed
to profession-tax irrespective of their income. It wou!d have "been fairer
had the framers of this Act deleted the wc‘)rds. “ prof:essxon tax fI'O[.n the
limitation provided for, or, to make it simpler 1f. they mad.e this Act
applicable only to those landowners who are paying profession tax for
income exceeding a certain ceiling per year, say Rs. 20(?0 or Rs.. 2500. Such
an arrangement should have been welcome from the point f’f 'v;ew ?f small
holders of land. The Government cannot have any real objection to incorpo-
rate such a provision as was contained in the Madras Agriculturists’ Relief
Act of 1938,

In the matter of the provision regarding the right of recovery given
to certain land-owners of recovering 50% of lands from each of their
cultivating tenants under certain conditions it has to be stated that this may
lead to further sub-division and fragmentation of holdings which are already
hopelessly uneconomic in this State. In the Madras State, almost 84% of
the holdings is found to be below 5 acres.”

1 The Madras Agriculturists * Relief Act of 1938 does not give re.lief to
persons who have been assessed to profession tax on a half-.yea,rly income
of more than Rs. 300 or to property tax or house-tax in respect:, of
buildings or lands of an annual rental value of Rs. 609.or more in a
Municipality, Cantonment or ex-union Panchayat. (Sec. 3(ii) Prov.)

2 Consolidation of Holdings-Reserve Bank of India Publication Page 13,
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It will therefore be advisable to remodel this Act on the Tani
Tenants' and Pannayals Protection Act of 1952, making it a licablamolré
to certain classes of persons, leaving all others outside t o t i
Act. In .such a case, all those uneconomic holders, who do not come und
the purview of the Act, and who wish to take their lands from th c'r
culfxvatmg tenants for their persopal cultivation may do so or 1 e
their lands to be cultivated by the tenants not under the provisioI:::yofe:lhvi:

present Act, but on the basis and certaj
) taln mutual under i
them regarding the sharing of produce. standing between

he purview of this

. Then on the question of fixation of fair rent. jt appears that th
legislators have not adopted the recommendations <;f any one 02;! the
qommittees* that had only very recently made a thorough and com reht :
sive enquiry into the subject and made recommendations thereon l;iuten-
the other hand they have incorporated in the Act, arbitrary estir-nates n(:::
justiﬁed by a serious study. It may be that the provisions go beyond the
requirements of the present situation and this may eventually result in the
virtual elimination of the small and middle class land-owners. It is true
th'at the Plaoning Commission, in its final draft outline of the Second
Five Year Plan, has recommended that rent on no account should exceed
20% or 25% of the gross produce. But the Madras Government has
to take into consideration the peculiar conditions prevailing in the
Stat:?. This is made amply clear by the fact that the other States, while
bearing in mind, the suggestions of the Planning Commission, have made
suitable provisions according to conditions prevailing in their own States.

It is also advisable to bear in mind one other aspect in fixing what

may be called ‘“ a fair rent . The investing public will normally expect a

return at least to the value of 6% on their capital. If the land-owner is also

provided with such a facility, he will not feel dissatisfied. The land-lord’s
45% of the gross produce has been re ) ;

Comm.ittee as rent I;)aya,ble by the tenarclotn;?:illgelj.nc;)-}(’)wsn?;r:vlll:‘?mam

Agrarian Reforms Sub-Committee of T. N. C. C. has recommend;de;;l'/eo

of the gross produce after deductin i
. g harvesting char
village common expenses as rent. ’ ges and customary

*
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share at 409, will not fetch him even a 5% interest per annum, if we consi-
der his share as a return on invested capital. Evidently, the Act fixes fair
rent only from the point of view of the tenant. But any fixation of rent if
it is fair, should be fair to all parties concerned in the cultivation of the land.
The share might be fixed after a scientific study of farm costs or on such
independent research material as might be available .

If suitable steps are not taken to safeguard the interests of the land-
owners also, a sense of distrust and frustration may creep in and that may

1 Mr. V. Ramamurti, former convener, T. N. C. C. Land Reforms Committee
has provided the following figures in respect of gultivation expenses
(Hindu 29th December, 1955.)

As far as wet lands under I class sources are concerned, the tenant’s share
recommended by the Committee is 509, of the gross produce after
deducting harvesting charges and customary village common expenses
in the case of all lands in which the prevailing waram rates are less
than the suggested rate. Harvesting charges and village common
expense works out, on an average, to anything up to 89, of the gross
produce. The rate recommended by the Committee would be equivalent
to 549, of the entire gross produce if harvesting expenses and village
common expenses are the tenant’s sole responsibility, while the owner’s
share would be 469%,.

A break down of the tenant share of 509, of the gross produce (after
deducting harvesting charges and customary village common expenses)
of the lands under first class irrigation sources referred to above, is as

follows :
Seeds and manures 16%
Cost of casual labour hired by tenant 6%
Cost of tenants own labour 163
Additional margin for tepant 14

———

54

N.B.—Cost of maintenance of and depreciation on ploughing cattle is
covered by the value of straw going to the share of tenant.
Depreciation on implements like plough, spade and sickle, is negligible;
their annual repair cost is covered by the contributions made to village
carpepter and blacksmith at harvest time, ‘
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adversely affect the fostering of healthy and cordial relations between the
land-lord and tenant. Next, it will also check the flow of rural finance and
thereby cause hardships to many who badly require credit for all purposes.
The indebted agricultural labour families which are found to be 459, of the
total Agricultural labour families in the Madras State, would be deprived of
the financial help of the land-owners who contribute 219! of the total debt
of the agricultural families.

In fixing a very low percentage of the gross produce of the land as
rent payable by the tenant to the land-owner, it looks as though the framers
of this Act give too much emphasis on  Land to the tiller *’slogan. Perhaps
they proceed on the ground that the cultivating tenant who cultivates the
land actually and so sweats on the land should be entitled to a lion’s share
of the yield for which he is solely responsible. But it should be remembered
that the land-owner is one who has actually purchased land out of his hard-
earned money and who has his own liabilities to discharge. Moreover, such
a slogan *“ Land to the tiller ” may lead to very dangerous results. A cook
in a restaurant may say that since he prepares the food and serves it, he is
entitled not only to wages but also to a share in the profits of the business.
Similarly in the case of drivers who actually keep the buses on the move,
they may assert that they are entitled not only to what they get as salary,
but also to a greater percentage of the income of the business. So far,
however, no such special legislation incorporating a special wage system in
industries or business other than in agricultural industry seems to have been
even contemplated. To attempt sectional legislation discriminating against
one type of investment is to say the least *‘unfair” legislation.

One of the disturbing effects of this Act is that it tends to reduce a
land-holder to a mere rent receiver without having any voice even to direct
cultivating operations and to choose the kinds of crops to be raised on his
holdings. Such an undue bias in favour of the tenants does not appear to
be justifiable when we take into consideration the fact that they (tenants)
form a very small proportion of the population. In the Madras State there

1 Essential Statistics-All-India Agricultural Labour Enquiry Government of
India, Ministry of Labour—Page 44,

h
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are only 4926 tenants as against 16704 land-owners!, When there is a
need to improve the lot of the tenants.-who form a minority, the interests of
she majority should not be unduly belittled. If due attention is not given
to this circumstance, it will have the effect of killing the incentive of the
land-owners. He may not be inclined to plough back a portion of his
tlender income, either on the purchase of agricultural requisites or
maintenance of his lands in a good condition, since he is entitled to get
under the present Act, a smaller percentage of the yield of the land and
likewise, the tenants also may nqt care to invest more capital for the
purpose of effectively cultivating the piece of land since in any event, he is
entitled to 607, of the gross produce, whatever it is. Therefore the income
from the land and consequently the capital value of the land would have
to fall, with the result that the agriculturists in general and agricultural
debtors of the co-operative institutions in particular, would have to incur a
heavy loss with consequent danger to the general economy. This Act must
be modified so as not to affect the interests of the Co-operative institutions 2
whose success is so necessary for the State. The implementation of this
measure would impose unreasonable restrictions on the effort of the Land
Mortgage Banks to advance loans to ‘the indebted agriculturists, and the

1 Rural_ﬁ;h-power and Occupational Structure-Government of India Minj
of Labour Page 109.

2 The total annual credit needs of agriculturists in the Madras State is about
Rs. 70 crores and the Co-operative Societies advanced loans to the extent
of nearly Rs. 6 crores during the co-operative year 1954-55. This works
out to about 9%, of the credit needs of the agriculturists. N

“ For providing long-term loans to agriculturists for discharge of prior debts,
for land improvement etc. there are 73 primary land mortgage banks
functioning at present all over the State. In the Scheme of Expansion,
it is proposed to organise 25 new Primary Land Mortgage Banks in the
course of five years. They will encourage the issue of loans for direct
land improvement on the presumptive value of land. It is expected
that during the last year of the plan period, the Land Mortgage Banks
will be issuing at least one crore of rupees as loans Development of
Rural Credit through Co-operatives by Sri A. Palaniappa Mudaliar, M.A.,
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Madras, in the Madras Journal of
Co-operation September, 1956-Pages 192 & 194.

stry

18
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Government’s increasing efforts to start and run more co-operative
institutions, to extend more financial accommodation to the small and
middle class land-owners during the Second Five Year Plan period may all
be jeopardised to a certain degree with the fall in the capital value of
agricultural lands.

It may also be that the enforcement of the present Act, as
it is now, may also affect the religious and charitable instituions adversely
with the possible result that a day would come when these institutions would
have to wind up their work——a scarcely pleasant prospect.

Section 8 of the Act contains provisions regarding the constitution of
Rent Courts and Rent Tribunals, which the Government has power to
set up. Provision is made for parties to apply to the court for the
fixation of fair rent and for deciding any other dispute between the land-
owner and the cultivating tenant. The right of appeal is granted as also a
right of revmon to the High Court, as these Rent Courts are deemed to be
subordinate to the High Courts. There is, therefore, the possibility of a spiral
of developing cases, appeals, revisions. The richer of the parties will take
advantage of the various gradations of authorities and fight out their
disputes to the bitter end. No doubt there must be some kind of arbiters
to decide disputes but in view of some of the short comings of this piece of
legislation! already touched upon, resort to court may be more frequent than
otherwise, This may open one more serious disturbance to _the economy
of the rural parts, where some sort of Panchayat raj should finalise local
adjustments.

Section 18 of the Act contains a wholesome provision clothing the

Government with powers to remove difficulties if any, in the working of the”

Act. This means that the Government will keep an open mind and it is
this which emboldens the critic to point out some of the defects of the Act.
In view of the Second Five Year plan and the targets to be immediately
achieved in agricultural production, an atmosphere congenial to the

furtherance of the plan should be created and maintained. This is not the -

time for disturbing the existing relationships between the land-owners and the
cultivating tenants by deliberate legislative provocation. We will have to
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guard against bringing about a situation in which mutual suspicion and
distrust and a sense of frustration leading to Jack of incentives to promote
the welfare of the country will bhave full play. The land problem is a
knotty question and piecemeal legislation for short periods on inadequate
data may not solve it. Comprehensive legislation, after a thorough and
scientific study of the matter in all its aspects, is what is needed. A **Land
Commission ¥ with independent expert members with specific references for
a complete study of the land question to make recommendations
for comprehensive land legislation may be set up. It may perhaps be
remembered that when the late Mr. Bhulabhai Desai appeared on behalf of
the tenants in the Bardoli Dispute before the Special Tribunal many years
back he withdrew from the case because the court would not agreg
to an intensive study of farm costs as something basic to the imposition of
an increase in Jand revenue. There is room for study, and legislation must
rot create trouble if it can be avoided. It may also be noted that the
American Consultant Mr. Davies condemned the Debt Legislation in the
country as premature and not based on scientific study. The same
criticism might apply with greater force to the present legislation in the
matter of Jand rents.

‘ ' APPENDIX
Relevant Agricultural Statistics (Madras State)

Sources :—
1. Rural Man-power and occupational structure — Government of Indxa,
Ministry of Labour,

2. Essential Statistics ~ All-Indja Agricultural Labour Enquiry,
Government of India, Ministry of “Labour.

1. AREA AND POPULATION :

Area .. .. 1,27,790 8q. miles
Population .. . 57 Millions
Rural Population .. 45-8 ”»
Percentage of Rural populat:on to the total .. 17 "
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All Families -

(@) 15,712
(b) 73,985
(c) (4°70)
R B —
All agricultural Non-agricultural
families families
79-7%, 2039,
(a) 12,527 _ (a) 3,185
(by 59,039 (By 14,926
(¢) (471} {c) (4-81)
S
kand-owners Tenants Labour }vith Jand Labour without land
' 21% 5:7% 28-3%, 24-7%,
(a) 3299 (a) 896 - (a) 4,453 - (@ 3,879
(b) 16,704 < (b) 4,926 (b) 22,058 (b 15,371
(¢) (5:07) {¢) (530 (c) (4-95) () (3-96)

1I. AGRICULTURAL FAMILIES AND HOLDINGS
Percentage of holdings held by

! - e e e e e i ST o et s e

|
Non-agricultural

|
All agricultural families :
families.

87-5 (area held 93-2%)
| B 12-59, (area held 6°8%)
i R - )
Land-owners Tenants Labour with land
339%, 9:5% 459,
area held: 569, area held area held: 26°67
10-6%,
[II. LAND UTILISATION AND CULTIVATED Horpings :
Total area sown 31,058.469 Acres
Percentage of area sown to total 38.4
Percentage to area sown of area irrigated 31.3
Percentage to area sown of area double cropped 15.8

N. B. (a) Total number of families.
(b) Total number of persons in families.
(c) Average size of family.
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UNIVERSITY NOTES
FOUNDER'’S DAY

The Thirtieth Founder’s Day was celebrated on the 13th of September-
1959 when Sri R. Venkataraman, Minister- for Industries and Labour,
Government of Madras, delivered the Commemoration Address.

THE CONVOCATION

The Twentyninth Annual Convocation of the University was held on
Wednesday, the 2Ist of October 1959. His Excellency Shri Bishnuram
Medhi, Governor of Madras and Chancellor of the University, presided.
On this occasion the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters (D. Litt.) was
conferred on Professor Humayun Kabir, Union Minister for Scientific
Research and Cultural Affairs, New Delhi. Professor Humayun Kabir

delivered the Address to the Graduates. .

ADDITIONAL HOSTEL BUILDINGS FOR
WOMEN STUDENTS

Srimathi Bishnuram Medhi declared open the newly built Hostel
Buildings for Women Students on the 22nd October 1959.

DR. C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR LIBRARY BUILDING

WOMEN STUDENTS’ HOSTEL

On the 22nd of October 1959, His Excellency Shri Bishnuram Medhi,
Chancellor, déclared open the Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar Library Building
which was newly constructed. Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad

presided at the function.




THE TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION OF
THE INDIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

The twenty-fifth Annual Session of the Academy was held at
Annamalainagar from the 26th to the 28th of 1959,
scientists, Fellows of the Academy and Delegates
India attended. There were on rolls nearly eigh
from the staff of this University and over 100 student members,
mainly post-graduates of the University. Sri T. M. Narayanaswamy
Pillai, M4, BL.,, Vice-Chancellor, was the Chairman of the Reception
Committee, Dr. G. Rangaswami, Professor and Head of the Department
of Agriculture and Dr. J. Jacob, Senior Research Officer, Marine Biological
Station, Portonovo, Annamalai University, were the Local Secretaries.

Several distinguished
from various parts of
ty sessional members

The Session was inaugurated on the evening of the 26th of December
1959 by Dr. Rajah Sir M. A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, xt., 8. .,
D. Litt.,, M. L. A., Founder, Pro-Chancellor of Annamalai University. In his
inaugural address Dr. Muthiah Chettiar referred to the role of Science in
the modern world and stressed the importance of retaining English as a
medium of instruction in colleges and universities. Sri T, M. Narayana-
swamy Pillai, Vice-Chancellor and Chairman of the Reception Committee,
delivered the welcome address, wherein he showed how the aims and objects
of this educational foundation included among others the synthesis
of modern science with oriental learning. Sir C, V., Raman, Nobel Laureate,

and President of the Academy delivered the presidential address. He

expounded an entirely new theory explaining many of the problems of
light, colour and vision.

The second day of the session o
“ Tectonics in Relation to India”
S. Bhagavantam, Director, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. Dr. M. S.
Krishnan, Dr. C. Mahadevan, Dr. S. Balakrishnan and Sri N. A. Vemban
presented papers. A number of papers on Physical Science were presented
and discussed in the afternoon. A symposium on “ Chemical and Biological
Control of Insect pests” under the Chairmanship of Dr. K. Ramiah, F.A.0.,
Expert on Rice, was held on the 29th. Drs. M. Putturudriah, K. V. Joseph.

pened with a symposium on
under the Chairmanship of Dr.
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Sardar Singh and G. Rangaswami took- part in the discussions. I‘fl ;::
afternoon session, Dr. M. K. Subramanian presentid ajl p;!)eirson'l The

t nucleus ”’, Dr. G. Rangaswami two papers on Microbial Spoilag [
)g:;ned Food,\I and 11, and Dr. J. V. Bath on * the Taxonomy o

Vibrio extorouens’ .

4
Dr. G. Rangaswami, Local Secret‘ary. tharllkefl S.»ir C. Vé ;{a;:;zn
ficials of the Academy for accepting the mv‘lte?txon. an .o i g

e the? ; he Annamalai University and the distinguished scientists
o SeSSl(fn. . " the session. He thanked the Founder Pro-Chancellor
who participalse ™ nd the Vice-Chancellor, members of the

i i ssion a '
for Inaeore e the staff and students who contributed to the

Syndicate and various officials,
success of the session-

i the evenings of the 27th and the
were two public lectures o'n h .
28th -[Tl:)?eﬁrst was on * Supersonic Flight by Dr. P. Nilakantan and the

second on “Radio Astronomy ** by Dr. S. Bhagavantam.

ions were arranged on the 29th, one to the Neyveli Lignite
)

Two exo Biological Station at Portonovo.

Corporation and the other to the Marine




FORTY SECOND SESSION OF
THE ALL INDIA ECONOMIC CONFERENCE

The Forty-Second Session of the All-India Economic Conference was
held under the auspices of the Annamalai University on 30th and 3lst
December 1959 and Ist January 1960. The Vice-Chancellor was the
Chairman of the Reception Committee and the Professor of Economics was
the Honorary Local Secretary.  The Conference was attended by more than
two hundred delegates and members of the Indian Economic Association
The Founder-Pro-Chancellor, Dr. Rajah Sir M. A. Muthiah Chettiar Kt.
B.A., D. Litt.,, M.L.A, graciously inaugurated the Conference. Prof. J. J. Anj'ari;
Chief Economic Adviser, Ministry of Finance, Government of India presided,
Tt is after 25 years that our University has been the venue of the Conference.
of the Indian Economic Association. The success of the Conference was
due in no small measure to the hearty co-operation and support of th
Chambers of Commerce, Co-operative Institutions, Industrial magnate:
land-holders and Colleges in the Madras State. The elaborate arrangement '
made by our University evoked the appreciation and warm praise of ali
the delegates, Indian and Foreign.  In proposing the vote of thanks t
the University, Dr. S. K. Muranjan, Member, Tariff Commission said thot
the Forty Second Session of the All India Economic Conference should r 1
with two memorable sessions in the past 40 years. Prof. J. j Anj an
President, in his letter to the Vice-Chancellor expressed his g . .Jafla’
as follows :— ppreciation

“ I cannot leave this place without writing a line to you to r
you to convey the warmest thanks of all those who attended the ConfequeSt
to Frof. K. S. Sonachalam and his colleagues for the tremendous erence
trouble they took to make everyone of us comfortable, pe'rsonal

I should mention in particular the excellent work done by th
volunteers. They were always ready to help : they were eager, res Z t e
and disciplined. Please convey my personal thanks to them ;.lso p ;Zlve
qualities the volunteers displayed will, I am sure, prove val ’ ese

.y ' ’ uabl
them in life. € assets to

I will not embarass you by thanking you, but, I realj
' . . . » O, se t
the guiding spirit behind all this. hat you are

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Note: A discount of 25% on listed prices is allowed on all purchases from the
Registrar. Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil publications.

The Department of Histofy

Series Year of Price
No. Publication Rs. A. P.
1. Bhoja Raja by Prof. P. T. Srinivasa Ayyangar ... 1931 I 8 0
2. A History of Gingee and its Rulers
by Rao Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachariar 1943 4 0 0
#3.  The Nayaks of Tanjore by Rao Bahadur
C. S. Srinivasachariar and Mr. Vriddhagirisan... 1942 0 00
+4. Indian History—@38uwi euper g
by Rao Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachariar and
S. K. Govindaswami 1943 200
5. The Maratha Rule in the Carnatic T,
by Mr. C. K. Srinivasan, M. A., M. Litt. 1945 30 0
*6. The Dutch in Malabar by Dr. P. C. Alexander ... 1946 380
%7, Hoysalas in the Tamil Country
by Mr. K. R. Venkataraman 1950 2.8 0
8. Buddhism in Kerala ] ; T
by Dr. P. C. Alexander, M.A., D.Litt. 1949 -6 0 0
9. Selections from the Orme Manuscripts
Ed. by Prof. C. S. Srinivasacharya 1952 15 0 0
10. The History of the Pearl Fishery of the Tamil
Coast by Mr. S. Arunachalam, M.Litt. 1952 380
11. Mediaeval Kerala _
by Mr. P. K. S. Srivirarayan Raja 1953 6 4 0
#12. A History of the Kongunadu—Q@sr ®i& 570
arer g by Rao Bahadur C. M. Rama-
chandran Chettiar, B.A., B.A.,F.R. G. 8. 1954 1012 0
13. Madhura Vijayam of Gangadevi
by Mr. S. Tiruvenkatachariar 1957 8 00
14. The University’s Environs aod Chidambaram
by Mr. J. M. Somasundaram, B.A., B.L., 1957 3 00

_‘*’;—_(—)Tx:—of Stock.
«* Journal Parts containing these works will be supplied if available.
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Series

No.

15. A History of Kerala 1498—1801 A.D.
by Sirdar K. M. Panikker

16. A History of India @6 8w avpaur o @. (8.
1200 svany by Prof. R. Satyanathayyar
and Mr. D. Balasubrahmanyan

17. History of the Later Cholas Part 1 ~.9 jsnraué
Qe sfg&rib by Mr. T. V. Sadasiva
Pandarathar Part |

18. Do. Part 11 {3rd Edition)

19. Do. Part 1l Berpr grfue

The Department of Economics

1. Factory Labour in India by Prof. A. Mukhtar

*). The Madras Agriculturists Relief Act-A Study
by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu and
Mr. P. Vaidyanathan, m.A.,
*3.  The Distributive Co-operation in India
by Mr. V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar
**4  The Madras General Sales Tax Act
by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu and
Mr. Thiruvengadathan
5. Report on the working of Prohibition in Salem
by Mr. C. Jaganathachari, M.A., Litt.,
*6, Road and Rail Transport
by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu and
Mr. 8. R. N. Badri Rao
**7. Ground Nut by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami
Naidu and Mr. P. S. Hariharan

+ *8. A Text-Book on Economics—@Qur@gerrgrg mre

by Prof. V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar
8. (a) Advanced Economics~—@urmerrgsry mrev
Part 1
9 Do. Part II

10. The Economy of the South Indian Temple
by Prof. V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar

e e 1

% Out of Stock.
¥* Journal Parts containing this work are available.

Year of

Price

Publication Rs. A, P.

1960
1960

1958
1958

1930

1939

1938

1940

1939

1940
1942

1959
1956

1946

700

712 0

55 3
5 5§ 3
In Press
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Series Year of Price
No. Publication Rs. A. P.
*11. The Indian Trade o

by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu 200

12. The Sample Surveys on the Working of
Prohibition in South Arcot District

by Prof. V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar ... 1949 0 8 0
*¢13. The Problem of Rural Credit in the Madras
Presidency by Mr. P. Vaidyanathan e 1949 10 0 ¢
14. Agricultural Development in Indja )
by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Naidu (off print) 1956 2 00
15. The Theory of full employment and its application
to India by Dr. A. Ramaswami M.A., M. Litt, ... 1956 2 40

The Department of Philosopby

*{, Nyaya kulisa by Atreya Ramanuja
Ed. Prof. R. Ramanujachari and

Mr. K. Srinivasacharya .. 1938 2 80
#2. Nitimala by Narayanarya ! . '

Ed. with translation by Prof. R. Ramanujachari

and Sri. K. Srinivasacharya - 1940 2 60
*3,  Navesna Tarkam—safar s7dsb

by Mr. K. R. Appalachariar w1934 2 00

*4, Educational Psychology—e.er grauwb seef
vl pgyp by Prof. K. A, Appalachariar

and Prof, R. Ramanujachari oo 1940 1 0 ¢
x5, Theory of Knowledge of Saiva Siddhanta
> bnyr. V. Poaaiah, ph. D. : .. 1952 8§ 0 0O
 Deductive and Inductive Logic—gar e grev
6 by Mr. 8. Sivapadasundaram ... 1953 3 20

'#7. Hindu Culture and the Modern Age

by Dewan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Sastei ... 1956 12 8 ¢
Tiruppanandal Muit Endowment Lectures

ction and History of Saiva Siddhanta-
*l mm{g}; by Mr. G. Subramania Pillai, M.A., B.L. ... 1948 30090

tures on Saiva Siddhanta-1950 .
"2 Leo é’; Mr. M. Balasubramanya Mudaliyar,
B.A, B.L. ... 1951 1 6 0
es on Saiva Siddhanta-1948
" Lmﬁ’; Prof. R. Ramanujachariar, M.A., . 1952 1 4 ©

—% Out of Stock,  Note :—Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil Publications. «
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Series
No.

*4. Lectures on Saiva Siddhanta-1951
by Mr. K. Vajravelu Mudaliar, B.A., L.T.

5. Leciures on Saiva Siddhanta-1952
by Mr. S. Satchithanandam Pillai, B.A., L.T.

*6. Lectures on Saiva Siddhanta—1953
by Dr. T. M. P. Mahadevan

7. Lectures on Saiva Siddhanta—1954
by Yogi Suddhananda Bharati

8. Special Lectures on Saiva Siddhanta

by Tiruvachakamani K. M. Balasubramaniam ...

The Department of Mathematics
1. Text-book on Algebra for Intermediate—
Qu e & seoll gb
by Mr. T. Govindarajan, M.A.
2. Trigonometry—3arew saof gis
by Mr. T. K. Manikavasagam, M.A., L.T.
3. Intermediate Geometry—euiq ey Sawf g1h

by Dr. K. Rangaswami Aiyar, M.A., M.S¢., Ph. D.

The Department of Physics

*1. A. Text-book on Physics—Guer @a gre
by Mr. R. K. Visvanathan Vol 1

*2. Do Vol 1I.

3. Acoustics—enZ 5 @ad mres—Revised second
edition by Mr. R. K. Visvanathan

4. Physics of Music by Mr. R. K. Visvanathan
*5. Vignana Sirunool—efgsesrar 8 o mrev
by Prof. T. P. Navaneethakrishna wm.a.
*6. Instructions for Experiments in Practical
Physics for Intermediate
7. Do B.Sc.
8. Manual of Science—Qsfuw p Qevians gres
by Prof. T. P. Navaneethakrishna, M.A.
Vol. 1.
9 Do Vol. 1L
10. Text-book of Practical Physics—Q@euissm p

Q@uer @& grsd by Mr. S. Sriraman, M.A., M.sc. .

4 "/‘-Aéu tg of Stock .-

Year of
Publication Rs. A. P.

1953

1954

1956

1955

1959

1949

1949

1950

1941
1941

1954
1948

1946
1947
1947

1951
1952

. 1952

Price

(3]

[\S B o))

10
10

6

0

0

Note :—Titles in Tamirir;di?;atg ﬂiﬂlil Publications,
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The Department of Chemistry

Series
No.

%1, A Text-book on Chemistry—
nefen HBsgGar gFrwerid
by Mr. N. Ananthavaidyanathan Vol. L
*2. Do Vol. 1L
3. Practical Chemistry for Intermediate Course—
Qedsgperp Cal mre
by Mr. P. L. Ramaswamy, M.A.

4. Synthesis of B-Amino OCB-unsaturated and
Bis (Aminoarly Sulphones~A Thesis
by Dr. M. Balasubramanyam, M.A., Ph.D.

The Department of Botany

*1. A Text-book on Botany—gsraiy gre
by Dr. T. S. Raghavan

2. Cytological Studies in Bignoniaccae
by Dr. K. R. Venkatasubban, M.sc.

3. Cytological Studies of Melaniidae-A Thesis
by Dr. Joseph Jacob, M.A., Ph.D.

The Department of Tamil

*]. Pari Kathai—urf seng by Bhasha Kavisegara
Vidwan R. Raghava Ayyangar

2. Kurunthokai Vilakkam—@ pi@sres eferdah

(@rer_md uBly)
*3,  Advanced Studies in Tamil Prosody
" by Dr. A. Chidambaranathan Chettiar
4, Studies in History of Tamil Literature—g:8:5

G T gy
by Vidwan R. Raghava Ayyangar Do

5. (a) Tholkappiam-Porulathikaram Vol. I Part I

by Mr. E. S. Varadaraja Iyer

(b) Do
6. Tholkappiam-Collathikaram )
by Dr. P. S. Subramanya Sastri Do

Part II ...

Year of
Publication Rs. A. P.

1938
1941

1949

1957

1942

1944

1959

1937
}958

1957

1952

1948
1948

1945

Price

N oW
o« ©

U

Tx Out of Stock.

Note :—Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil Publications,



Series
No.

*9,

10.

11

12.
13.

*14,
15.

*16.

*17.

18.

19.

—_6 —

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Historical Tamil Reader
by Dr. P. S. Subramanija Sastri

Tree worship and Ophiolatory
by Mr. G. Subramania Pillai, M.A., B.L.
A New Approach to Tiruvasakam
by Mrs. Rathna Navarathnam, M.A., M.Litt.

Elephant in Tamil Land
by Mr. E. S. Varadaraja Iyer, B.A.

Thiththan- @5 ser by Basha Kavisegara Vidwan

R. Raghava Ayyangar
Kosar—QBarsi - oif @ ppgrics Do
Perumpanattruppadai—@u@our @ 5 pliven .
by Basha Kavisekara Vidwan R. Raghava
Ayyangar
Pattmappalal——UL Q@7 By th—By r TsE S
o2 @npuyib Do
Aiyinkurunooru—gui& o

Years of

Publication Rs. A. P.

1945

1948

1945
1949
1951
1958
1951

LTy
Ed. by Mr. A. S. Doraiswami Plllai Parts 1,2 & 3 1958

Kautaleeyam—Q@saere_efuib—@uraer mren
by werwdarur §Puimw e g et
ep- 898radr @silgumi

Tamil lakkiyam—gu8yp @es&ub—& pliyé

@&ﬁm@uﬂg?ey&eﬁ—-@@ &F. @QurwEend rs/ru_;@

(Grer b uB)
A History of Saiva Literature-oses Gas&uw
6uJeur g

by Vidwan A. S. Doraiswami Pillai

s GusBu augeor g @grasriidun- ey Fre

A study of Tolkappium
by Vidwan K. Vellaivarananar

1955

1954

1958

1957

Isai Tamil Series—@ewss Y QaiaflQaer

uila Qupp SO urL s

1.

T. syoawrs (Jerdor, LTLIBTED
Beaer wpgedw ol

Vol. 1

@igsanmaet 46 (R-agy UBIY)...

1958

* Out of Stock.

Price

2

I

10

15

8

8

5

Note :— Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil Publications,

Series Year of
No. Publication
2. Vol. 11 85 atan Bgenr 104
(@rarLmb uBly) 1950
*3. ., m Aoagrl Sae (sl & pag g
8igaariac 75 1943
4, ,. IV s g gsnrer i &iggarmser 60
(@raori_mb uBo) . 1956
5. v Part I @ensuwe
by S5, 5. QuirearZarwir e dm
(aperr (b LBLiLy) 1956
*6. . Part Il s densd asmeiger
by 8. . Car g grioer, M.A. 1954
7. .. Part Il &r@ueraer d§—@wr s
Quuwiy—Ba. GsPsar 1947
8. ., VIl Barima@mayenr wrg@unit &iGg
armser 90 (Grewrrod uHiy) ...

*9, ,, VII w. u. Quflveridg grpar ure dser 70 1943
*10. ,, VIII wened symensas sedgrur 1945
*11. IX Beadvad_maer wrepdsr e

Qeeup@gerd &688 A0 Leveur
‘ BErib W HFriius salgrus 1945
12. s X BEFL PS5 PFTils selgnwrt 1946
13. o Xl &ggrersg urgGuni 1959
*14, » Xl BGsds ure_gpenp warl @i
V. erd ppuit (@oemimd u@oy) 1955
15. »w XII Part 1l wgseris s g e p 1941
16. » XIII wresed eud. @rriveses G guri 1946
*17. o XIV sggrerss umgQuiri—wradsss
url (3 1946
18. » XV e w Quilwenifg g per 1947
19. w XVI @aaws@sf @urwerd gui 1948
20. ., XVII asad@eser urgSuni wwsedu
uler i ur_aser 50 1948
21, » XVI prggr yav @i sllifoss s
@b &, Wume dorwr 196 & 1949

* Out of Stock.

B .

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Note :— Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil Publications.

Price
Rs. A. P.
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Serial
No.

13.

* Out of Stock.

— 10 —

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Journal of the Annamalai University
Vols. I to XXI. 1932 to 1957
(as are available) Each

Korai Mat Weaving Industry and Rattan
Industry at Coleroon
by Mr. A. Ramaswami, M.A., M.Litt.
Economic life of South Arcot District
by Prof. V. G. Ramakrishna Aiyer, m.a.
A Population Policy for India
by Dr. S. Chandrasekhar
Tariff Policy in India
by Dr. S. Chandrasekhar
Portuguese Influence revealed by the Tamil
words by Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundaram,
M.A., B.L., M.O.L.

Palaiyaru by Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundaram
and Mr. T. V. Sadasiva Pandarathar

A Plea for a History of Tamil Thought
by Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundaram

The Life and Times of Ativirarama Pandya
by Prof. V. G. Ramakrishna Iyer

Ancient South India and her Cultural Contacts

by Prof. V. R. Ehrenfels, ph.p.

Omens and Beliefs of the Early Tamils
by Mr. G. Subramania Pillai

@‘g;rrma;rrunfﬂmm by Vidwan K. Vellaivarananar

- et @™ (a) TapSSHETTD
(b) Guomfl wyy
c) dpinwev
(d) ryswor flwsd
(¢) GlsTma o7
(f) 2.udi wwhidus

Trends in Federal Finance
Relc);nlt)r R. N. Poduval

Year of

Price

Publication Rs. A. P
Journal of the Apnamalai University and off-prints

1951
1951
1951

1952

1951
1954
1951
1952
1953
1951

1941
1950
1952
1953
1954
1956

1953

Note :—Tamil in Tamil indicate Tamil Pubjies

012

1

llOﬂS

4

12

8

12

0

12

4

[= 2l = B i o BN |

e

Serial
No.

*14.

*15.
16.
17.

18.
*19.
20.

21.
22,
23.

24,

25.
26.

— 1 —

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Nyayaparisuddhi Ed. by Prof. Ramanujachari
and Vidwan K. Srinivasacharya

Gurukrpa by Mr. R. Srinivasacharya

Ramanuja as a Panentheist by Mr. John C. Plott

Casuryliusir Qrrids : uesr Fr Hrf
by Vidwan V. S. Gomatisankarayyer

" LISWT L L LITanL.
" uessr G&Tsdsd

The Concept of Dharma in the Itihasas and the

Puranas by Mr. N. Raghunathan

The United Nations Charter by Principal
K. R. R. Sastri

The Problem of Evil in Modern English fiction

by Sri P. S. Sundaram B. A. (Oxon)
ameL@aa@w 7 Hwssd Quysor it
by Dr. M. @rrFwrseflléseai,
Ph.D,, M.O.L.

&0 b g Sar—R® QYTTild &
by Mr. M. sargpaws B. A. (Hons.)

Scottish Literature by Mr. Hilton Brown, 1. C.S....

Some Vignettes of Chidambaram Temple
by Sni V. G. Ramakrishna Aiyer

Year of
Publication Rs.

1956
1951
1952

1954
1957

1957

1957

1954
1956

1956

University Examination Papers and Calendars

Intermediate, B.A., & B.Sc. B.A., & B.Sc. (Hons.)
Oriental Titles, for September and April 1947,
1949, 1950 and 1951—1956 Intermediate
Engineering and Technology, for 1949, 1950,

1951, 1952, 1956, 1957 Each—Prices Nett

Engineering Technology 1947, B.A. (Hons.) :
B.Sc. (Hons.) April 1950. B.E. and B.Sc.
(Tech.) for 1949—1951—57 Each—Nett

University Calender—1948 Nett

Supplement to above Corrected up to 1942 Nett

For Copies apply to:

THE REGISTRAR, ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY
ANNAMALAINAGAR P, O.

—n O

All available off-prints of articles in Vols. VII to XX are for sale.

Priee

A. P,

0
4
0

-]

oo o0

oico

(=]

* Out of Stock.

Note .—Titles in Tamil indicate Tamil Publications.



EXCHANGE AND COMPLIMENTARY LIST (Contd.)

Bulletin of the Calcutta Mathematical Society, Calcutta,.

Spolia Zeylanica Bulletin of the National Museums of Ceylon, Colombo—1.

Reports of the Imperial Institute of Agricultural Research, New Delhi.

The Editor, The Journal of Indian History, Trivandram.

The Calcutta University Journal, University Central Library, Calcutta—12.

The Library of thé School of Oriental and African Studies, London WC. 1

Journal of the Andhra University, Waltair.

Man in India, Ranchi.

The Editor, The Poona Orientalist, Poona.

Publications by the Industrial Intelligence and Research Bureau, Simla.

Journal of the Music Academy, Madras—4.

London University Gazette, London W. C. 1.

The Adyar Library Bulletin, Adyar, Madras—20,

The University of Ceylon Review, Peradeniya, Ceylon.

Journal of Sri. Venkatesvara Oriental Institute, Tirupathi.

Mathematical Reviews, American Mathematical Society, 80,
Providence—6, Rhode Island, U. S. A.

Journal of the Bharatiya Itihasa Samshodhyaka Mandala, Poona—a,

Quarterly of Applied Mathematics, Brown University Library,
Rhode Island, U. S. A,

Journal of the Maharaja Sarfojirao University of Baroda, Baroda,

The Director General of Archaeology in India, New Delhi.

The Director of National Archives, New Delhi,

«« Epigraphia Indica” The Govt. Epigraphist for India, Ootacamand,

The Member Secretary, Research Programme Committee,
Government of India, New Delhi,

The Registrar, Bose Institute, 93/1, Upper Circular Road, Calcuttg—g

The Chettinad Polytechnic, Chettinad, P. O.

Kungl. Vetenskapsakademien Swedish Academy of Sciences,

Suede-Sweden).

Waterman St.,

Providence 12,

Stockholm 50,

Bibliotheek Kon Institute, Land-En-Volkenkunde, V, Galenstraat 14, Den Hagg

Holland.

Planning Commission,

Just Published. o .
Poultry Keeping in India
(by P. M. N. NAIDU)

It offers reliable, helpful and uptodate information on the numerous
problems involved in Poultry-Keeping. Recent advances in poultry-breeding,
housing, nutrition, disease control, marketting etc. are exhaustively dealt with.
Written in a popular style and profusely illustrated, it will serve ag day-to-day
guide to poultry keepers and a reference work to students in agriculture and
veterinary colleges, extension workers and others connected with poultry keeping,

293 pp.. 21 coloured plates, 192 Black & White illustrations
Rs. 19:80 (Rs. 22-80)

* * * *

Other Recent Publications

Agriculture and Animal Husbandry in India
(by Dr. M. S. RANDHAWA)

A standard and reference volume on all important components of Indian
Agriculture providing a comprehensive account of India’s geological past,
physical features, soils, climate, vegetation, irrigation works, agricultural
holdings, crops, farm animals and fisheries.

364 pp., 177 illustrations, 11 ” X 8} "(1958) Rs. 15-00 (Rs. 19-00)

*

* * *

Statistical Methods' for Agricultural Workers
(by V. G. PANSE axp P. V. SUKHATME)

An important text book on statistical methods and designs of
experiments in relation to agriculture.

361 pp., 93 " X 6% " (1958) .. Rs. 15:00 (Rs. 18-00)
* ® * *
The Mango

(by S. R. GANGOLI ET AL)
The first authoritative monograph on India’s most important fruit.
530” PP, 213 colour plates, 65 Black & White illustrations,
737 X 10" (1957) . Rs. 4:00 (Rs. 44-00)
% * * *
Agricultural Research in India - Institutes & Organisations
(by Dr. M. S. RANDHAWA)

P.rov.ides:_atconn_ected account of all agricultural research institutions
and organisations in India.

450 pp., 79 plates, 10" x 8} " (1958) .. Rs. 20-00 (Rs. 25:00)
* % % *
Mechanical Cultivation in India
(by D. A. GADKARY)

A monograph discussing the scope for the use of mechanical aids i :
preduction and provides information on f i and i ments and
prod maintena,nlc)e, vids on farm machmeruxf .and implements and
_ 1480p, 10plates, 107 x 77 (1058) ..  Rs. #:28 (Rs. 9-25)
Available from :—THE BUSINESS MANAGER, 7 ‘

INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, NEW . DELH]-2.



NOTICE

TO CONTRIBUTORS AND OTHERS

Contributions, remittances, books for review,
exchanges and correspondence regarding all
matters may be addressed to:—

Prof. R. RAMANUJACHAR]I,
Dean, Faculty of Education,
Annamalai Universiy, Annamalainagar.



	Image00140
	Image00141
	Image00142
	Image00143
	Image00144
	Image00145
	Image00146
	Image00147
	Image00148
	Image00149
	Image00150
	Image00151
	Image00152
	Image00153
	Image00154
	Image00155
	Image00156
	Image00157
	Image00158
	Image00159
	Image00160
	Image00161
	Image00162
	Image00163
	Image00164
	Image00165
	Image00166
	Image00167
	Image00168
	Image00169
	Image00170
	Image00171
	Image00172
	Image00173
	Image00174
	Image00175
	Image00176
	Image00177
	Image00178
	Image00179
	Image00180
	Image00181
	Image00182
	Image00183
	Image00184
	Image00185
	Image00186
	Image00187
	Image00188
	Image00189
	Image00190
	Image00191
	Image00192
	Image00193
	Image00194
	Image00195
	Image00196
	Image00197
	Image00198
	Image00199
	Image00200
	Image00201
	Image00202
	Image00203
	Image00204
	Image00205
	Image00206
	Image00207
	Image00208
	Image00209
	Image00210
	Image00211
	Image00212
	Image00213
	Image00214
	Image00215
	Image00217
	Image00218
	Image00219
	Image00220
	Image00221
	Image00222
	Image00223
	Image00224
	Image00225
	Image00226
	Image00227
	Image00228
	Image00229
	Image00230
	Image00231
	Image00232
	Image00233
	Image00234
	Image00235
	Image00236
	Image00237
	Image00238
	Image00239
	Image00240
	Image00241
	Image00242
	Image00243
	Image00244
	Image00245
	Image00246
	Image00247
	Image00248
	Image00249
	Image00250
	Image00251
	Image00252
	Image00253
	Image00254
	Image00255
	Image00256
	Image00257
	Image00258
	Image00259
	Image00260
	Image00261
	Image00262
	Image00263
	Image00264
	Image00265
	Image00266
	Image00267
	Image00268
	Image00269
	Image00270
	Image00271
	Image00272
	Image00273
	Image00274
	Image00275
	Image00276

