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34th ALL INDIA EDUECATIONAL CONFERENGCE
( Sgp‘:onaq ry Education Section)

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

(Summary)

BY SHRI THAKORLAL' 'S. THAKORE, B,r;ﬂ., B.Sc.,, ML.C.
Principal, Diwan Ballubhai Madhyamik Shala, Ahmedabad.

Secondary  Education—the  wcakest
link ; —

Secondary education is regarded as
the weakest link; to my mind, it
should be the terminus for a large
majority of our students who, by that
time, should begin to earn and help
their parents, Screening shouid start at
that stage and Government should re-
gard that much qualification as essen-
tial for service, Only the gifted ones
should be allowed to go to Universi-
ties. The mass exodus to Universities
should be more rigorously checked
than the floods of the Brahmaputra or
the Kosi, That would solve problems
of indiscipline, want of accommodation
and unemployment and would be a
boon to parents,

Essential preliminaries for a good plan
of Secondary Education :—

A plan of secondary education will
not succeed unless we look at the base
of primary education which has been
paralysed during the last ten years by :

1. Neglect of basic subjects such as
Arithmetic, Mother Tongue; 2, Undue
importance given to crafts which have
no relation to daily life; 3. Neglect of
primary teachers who are the verv
base of primary education; 4, Over-

loadgd syllabus and extra-curricular
acti.v1ties; 5, Early schooling ; 6, Very-
rapid expansion of primary education
at the cost of quality ; 7. A wrong ap-
proach to basic eduecation,

The following remedies should be
adopted to make the plan successful : -

1. Primary education must begin at
6 +, not 5 +, It should be free but
not compulsory. Unwilling children
should not be dragged and parents
should not be punished at an annual
cost of Rs. 8 crores, 2. Emphasis should
be given to Arithmetic, Mother Tongue,
Good Hahits and Good Handwriting,
3. The syllabus should be lightened and
extra-curricular activities ‘should be
controlled, 4. Further implementation
of Basic education must be seriously
consifiered as it has failed. 5, Welfare
of primary teachers should be given top
priority.

All India plan for Secondarv Educa-
tion 1 —

After these remedies are adopted,
secondary education must be planned
on the following basls :—

1. A student should not be allowed
to enter a secondary school till he ls
10 + ; 2, A certain standard of physi-
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cal fitness must be regarded as essen-
tial for admission:; 3. Subjects like
Mathematics and Science should not
become too elementary. (4) Too many
options should not be given, Students
should not be encouraged to select easy
subjects, They must be made to work
hard. Hence there should be more
compulsory subjects and greater impo:-~
tance should be given to quality than
quantity, 4, Mother Tongue, Mathe-
matics and Science must be studied
well, 5. A vigorous test shouwld be
taken when students are in Std. VIIL
Only those who stand the test should
be allowed to go further. 6, Screening
of students should begin in Std. X,
Those who are gifted should be given
subjects at a higher level, and may be
allowed to go to Universities; those
who are mediocre should be allowed to
study subjects at a lower level and
should be fit for employment. 7. Spin-
ning and weaving have failed ag a
craft and hence a better practical craft
should be selected. 8., A student should
not be allowed to enter a University
till he is 17 +. He should be admitted
on merit only. 9. Students must be
made to work hard daily. 10, Numbers
in classes and schools should be con-
trolled.

All States must adopt a common
pattern of education, We cannot solve
the problem of education if we allow
some States to teach English optionally
and some compulsorily; some States
teach English for seven years and some
for four years. Some States have 5
years, some 6 years and some 7 years
of sécondary education.

SOME ALL-INDIA PROBLEMS

(1) Craft and Basic Education :—

The .introduction of craft is due to
its advocacy by Mahatmaji to whom
spinning and weaving were the dearest,
He -wanted to create rural India of his
dream., The Government of India have
accepted the opposite path of industria-
lisation as its goal and hence these
cratis have failed to make any appeal,
Basic education is also adopted with a
devotional appyoach and has failed as

is borne out by the Report of the
Assessment of Basic Education by the
Government of India. It is more Gan-
dhian to acknowledge the failure and
find out a better craft, .I strongly re-
commend the Russian system which is
more basic in the real sense of .the
terni,

(2) Physical Education ;—

Physical education during school
hours in a hot country like India is an
absurd proposition, Hence it is neither
impressive nor inspiring. It should be
tgeated. as an all-India problem. Three
Five Year Plans have created milliong
of kilowatts of energy and horse power
but gymnasia which manufacture man
power and energy to combat aggression)
'do not find a place in any Plan, Gov-
ernment spend large amounts on gigan-
tic plans ; it has provided a gigantic enl-
lege for physical education at a cost
of nearly 80 lakhs of rupees to prepare
80 teachers per year. It spends 2 crores
annually for Sports Council, But they
have no money for gymnasia. Govern-
ment can find 58 lakhs for Natignal
Discipline Scheme which is wasteful.
There are many schemes and al] during
school hours, such as A.C.C. or N.C.C.
Government should give up the idea of
hav'lng t00 many schemes and evolve a
basic programme of physical educa-
tion to be undergone in the morning
or evening. Government should aim
at preparing a few well-trained youths
than many half baked youths.

(3) Discipline :—

The following remedial measures
should be adopted to improve discip-

line which is also an all-India pro-
blem :— .

1. Politicians and leaders should
cease giving sermons on discipline :
They should establish better standards
of conduct on political platforms and
in Assemblies and Lok Sabha, Dubi-
ous methods adopted by legislators
and ministers and some times by Chief
Ministers cast a dark shadow. Nepo-
tism and corruption indulged in by re4
latives of men in power must be dealt
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with a strong hand to create discipline
among the younger  generation.
2. Parents and teachers must maintain
a dignified attitude in their daily life.
3. Raw politicians should not be allow-
ed to dabble in education, 4. Head
Masters must be invested with more
powers to deal with cases of gross
indiscipline and misconduct. They
should not be left to the mercy of the
highest officials, They must have a
right of corporal punishment which
must be exercised judiciously. 5, Poli«
tical parties must evolve a code of
honour not to utilise students for poli-
tical purposes, processions and prabhat-
pheries. Government should not also
use them to boost their publicity. They
must be left to study alone, Khrush-
chev was right when he said, “ Eacnh
one, irrespective of the position of his
parents, must have only one road-to
study and on acquiring knowledge to
work.” 6. Parents should take a grea-
ter care of the education of their
children, They should not think chat
their duty is to supply the necessary
quota to schools and that, it is the

function of teachers alone to educate-

their children, 7. Indiscipline and
truancy should be dealt with a strong
hand. Strikes, hartals and fasts must
be banned by the united front of
schools, parents and Governrent.
8. Children under 16 should mnot be
allowed to go to clnemas unless they
are accompanied by elders. 9. Num-
bers in schools and colleges should be
considerably reduced so that teachers
can remain in contact with them,

We should not fail to adopt impor-
tant features of educational systems of
even Communist countries, I recom-
mend the “Pupils' Rules” enforced in
the Russian System some of which
are §-—

1. To study diligently. 2. To attend
classes regularly, implicitly carry out
the instructions of the Head Masters
and teachers; 3. To be neat and
modest : 4, To behave decorously at the
lesson, in school, in the street and inl
public places. 5. To be polite, consi-
derate and courteous to old people,

small children, the weak and the sick
and to give them every assistance,
6. To obey their parents, help them
and look after their small brothers and
sisters,

(4) Nutrition :—

. Another all-India problem is the pro-
blem of nutrition which is given top-
most priority in the Directive Princi-
ples of the Constitution. But the
Directive Principle is followed more in
its breach and bad adulterated food
has been thrust down the throats of
our younger generation even at a heavy
cost. The following measures should
be adopted :—

1. Good milk must be made avail-
able at a cheaper rate, 2. The use of
milk and wheat should be encouraged.
If milk is not available or is costly,
“ drink-more-dal” campaign should be
carried out. 3. Habits for taking nut-
ritious food must be fostered. Likes
and dislikes in food should go, 4. Stu-
dents should be encouraged to bring
tiffin from home and should be dis~
couraged from buying from hawkers,
5. Supply of adulterated food must be
regarded as a capital crime,

(5) Recognition of Federations :—

Another probiem of all India impor-
tance is the recognition of Federations
of Teachers’ Federations, Federations
of workers, bank clerks and Govern-
ment servants are recognised but not
those of teachers on whom the func-
tioning of democracy depends, - States
should not shudder at the idea that it
will lead to Trade-Unionism among
tcachers, States should give up impos-
ing humiliating conditions upon Fede-
rations for recognition. Recognition of
Federations will create confidence
among teachers who will play a good
role in shaping and implementing edu-
cational policy. Active co-operation of
teachers is absolutely essential in view:
of gigantic schemes of educational and
social  reconstruction, Government
will get more educational and even
political wisdom by intimate contact
with leaders of teachers wha should
be watch-dogs of democracy.
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(6) -Higher Secondary Schools :—

* The scheme of All India Council for
Secondary Education for Higher Secon-
dary Education formulated in 1956 is
blindly followed by several States
owing to allurements of Laxmi from
Government of India, Some States
have simply changed overnight labels
of schools from “High Schools” to
“Higher Secondary Schools”. The
Bengal Government showed the maxi-
mum haste in implementing the
Scheme in 1957. The Draft Syllabus in
Mathematics and Science for the S.S.C.
Syllabus is equivalent to the Inter
Science syllabus and it is strange that
States are supplying hydraulic pressure
even when educational standards are
falling and good teachers are not avail-
able, This ostrich-like attitude of
States would be fatal to education.
This Scheme can be accepted only if
the period of tuition in the secondary
stage is increased by one year. That
would make secondary education com-
plete for a majority of students.

(7) Fall of Educational Standards :—

Another question of All India impor-
tance is the fall of educational stan-
dards which has taken place in spite
of huge investments after education,
This is due to our false idealism, tragic
indifference to realism and an indecent
habit of creating records in the world
that India has “done” something
which other countries have failed to do.
The fall is due to the fact that the
politician ‘has dominated the field of
education and educationists have pre-~
ferred to remain in the background.
The fall of educational standards is
primaraly due to causes mentioned
above.

(8) Mordl Education :—

Another important problem of all
India importance is moral education
which cannot be imparted by chanting
verses or hymns from the Bhagvad
Gita or Koran or the Bible. That can
be done\by developing character, inte-
grity and decency of conduct in public
and private life. Our leaders should
lead the country along those lines by

destroying the avenues of grabbing
gold and power which is more intoxi-
cating than alcohol., A prohibition
programme of that nature is essen-
tial for moral education. An army of
teachers devoted to Saraswati should
be raised to destroy dragons of casteism,
communalism and linguism and bury
them fathoms deep., That will deliver
a message to our young generation and
they will grow in a chaste atmosphere
without any sermons.

(9) Examinations .—

Another all-India problem  is the
problem of examinations for which so
much research work is being done, We
are too much examination-minded.
Public examinations are too much with
us. Examinations are like ghosts 1o
children. The attitude can be removed
by the following :—

1. Annual examinations should not
be held every year but at definite
stages ; for instance, when a boy com-
pletes Std, IV, VII and IX. Al inter-
mediate annual examinations should
.be abolished, 2. There should be a
public examination in XIth standard
only. 3. Students should be promoted
by periodic tests taken all the year
round so that they will naturaly work
hard, 4, Objective tests and essay type
tests should be blended, 5. Oral tests
should be encouraged, 6. Greater im-
portance should be given to day-to-day
work and behaviour even in annual
examinations. 7. Much importance
should not be attached to annual exa-
minations,

Educationists must start their experi-
ments of examination reform in their
own way to remove this examination-
mindedness, They should come out to
the stage of discussion and Govern-

ment should allow schools to do experi-
ments,

Grandiose schemes |—

Rivers are in spate in monsoon ;
Government of India is in spate in
March when the budget is presented.
People are asked to tighten up their
belts but enormous sums are provided
for schemes that are not of urgent or

’
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paramount importance sucp as tours,
projects, tamashas, dramatic competi~
tions, cultural activities, youth festi-
vals, publicity, swimming pools, open
air theatres etc, These lead our young
men away from concentration. and a
devoted rigorous life of study apd hard
work to an easy-going life of gaiety and
pleasure, Ours is not a land of dollars
like America. This attitude can hardly
develop manhood among our younger
generation, .

Education and the Moral Crisis =—

The greatest enemy of education'in
India is the moral crisis through which

—————

India is passing. That crisis is created
by politicians out of lust for 'ggld and
power. Educationists must Impress
upon them that investments in moral
values of integrity, decency of conduct,
good social behaviour are far more
productive than investments in iron
and steel. The steel.frame of cha}racter
of our youths should be our main .tar-
get of production. Educationists,
parents and politicians should offer
2 united front to establish the base of
education, That alone will make our
educational system basic and mal.(e‘ our
young men and women worthy citizens
of Independent India. .

2%k

BASIC EDUCATION

BY RAGHUBIR SAHAI NIGAM

is system is now the national
porll;tcx;', b);t it does not catch, The:
national leaders themselves do not cox;t
sign their children to Basic schools. L
js not even regarded as respectable 1n
the urban areas. '
Scientifically it is the rr}ost ratu_)na}
system. It is not prepar'fxtl_on for hfe',
but life itself. An ipdlv{dual in his
growth eptomises the llfe-hl.story of the
race, In the Basic Education a!so the
child lives and learns by working cn
the principle that when Adam delved
and Eve span, who was then a gentle-
man’, It is not under the spell of
words, but progresses In its megtal
development by living and working.
The education is not craft-centred, but
rather life-centred.

Notwithstanding its beipg so true to
life and deriving inspiration from life,
it fails. The reason is tk_xat th.ere is an
underlying schizophrenic dichotomy.
It has not been truly rea.hsed whether
it is an educational technique or as the
means to usher in the sarvodaya
society.

i it
The thing should have worked we
had all our national effort been going

the sarvodaya way. We havé to live.

amongst the modern competing nations

of the world armed to the teeth who in
their sub-consciousness are red in!
tooth and claw though intellectually
they are being slowly won over to the
cause of Peace, This age of science
and technology when Space is being
conquered, has no compassion: for the
noble and the meek who may inherit
heaven! Laws of biological self-pre-
servation demand that we should ia-
dustrialise and march with: the times.
Posterity, if any is left on this earth,
will not excuse us for this criminal
and suicidal neglect, This does not
mean that in our internal life and
thought we must depart from the sarvo-
daya ideals which are more socialistic
than any Marxism, in which system
the society possesses and then distri-
butes. In our philosophy there is no
such thing as possession. Jainism en-
joins not only throwing off of clothes
by the authorised, but even of the cor~
poral body which wraps the_ sou}.
Our very civilisation and polity is
based on non-possession. In the fourth
quarter of life (sanyas) everyone has
to leave every wordly possession be-
hind. But laws of self-existence de-
mand material development, and strik-
ing power, which we can develop
without the loss of our soul, :
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The Basic Education, as it is, does
not minister to such a national deve-
lopment. Dr, N. K, Siddhanta stressed
this point in his presidential address at
the last all-India Educational Confe-
rence, To meet this challenge we
should incorporate elements of Mecha-
nism .in our scheme of crafts; When
we say that an individual repeats the
life-history of the race, we should not
forget that the development of human
civilisation. has not stopped at the
agricultural stage. It has outgrown
into Industrial Age and has entered
Atomic stage when Space conquest is
the race-course ang, sport symbolising
highest national endeavour, When the
Baslc system was conceived they had
only the. 80% of the population In
view, Now we cannot but plan for
the remaining 20% which will play the
role of the spear-head with the mas
sive strength of the 809% behind it,
Let us include Machinery, power, and
the technology in.our syllabug as Baslic
Crafts. :

- Let us be dynamic in our thinking as
well. In the course of biological evo-
lution -there has always been * Diffe-
rentiation.’ (branching off), The two
aims of Basic Edueation, its special
technique and its aim of sarvodayic
society may be separated. The former
may be called Basic Education (Nai
Talim) and the latter Sarvodaya
Shiksha, : ‘ :

At present the Basic Education is
under the philosophical canopy of Sar-
vodaya. Why should the former
branch be not allowed to fully grow
in its own way and latter be nurtured
by the idealists ? The nation needs
both in equal degree,

Basic Education is really much more
costly than the present bookish one,
To be honest it can be given only to
u few. The niaterial costs money, and
the teachers must be of a higher calibre
than the present run turned out by the
Basic Training institutions, It should
have been: first tried and standardised
in such institutions before being trans-
planted In the wider national feld.
The enthusiasts have launched it on the
national scale, The result is that every-
?ody swears by it, but does not value
t. .

Still there is time to cry halt. Let
It flourish in the grounds whoere it has
been sown, and then be broadeast,
Instead of converting all Primary
Schools we should feed the ones
already. done so, and spend the remain-
ing resources on expansion of the tra-
ditional system duly vernalised. When
the Basic schools should have had due
nwourishment and developed into their
own, then others may be made to go
their way,

There is a Urdu line (Kaun sunta hai
chaman men andali bezar ki) meaning
who listens to the agonised voice of
the nightingale in the garden,
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A CAMPAIGN FOR IMPROVING THE
TEACHING OF ENGLISH

(Report of Extension Services Programme carried out by the Depart-
ment of Extension Services, Meston Training College, Madras.)

This campaign was carried out in the
district of North Arcot. during the
period of six months (June to Nov-
ember 1959). This is an * Intensive
Campaign”. By intensive campaign we
mean “ School-Level ” work carried out
in the premises of each school for the
benefit of the entire staff of the select-
ed school,

It is said that standards in English
have gone down in our High Schools.
It is also said that a large number of
pupils fail in the S.S.L.C. Public Exa-
mination because of their failure in
English. The causes for this unsati§-
factory state of affairs are quite obvi-
ous. The following are perhaps some
of the main causes for the deteriora-
tion of standards in English :—

1. The adoption of the vernacular
medium of instruction has put an
end to the opportunity pupils had
for hearing, speaking, reading and
writing English in connection with
the learning of the non-language
subjects,

2, The High School curriculum has
expanded and therefore the num-
ber of periods available for the
teaching of English has become
restricted. The late commence-
ment of the teaching of English in
the High School has further ag-
gravated the problem,

3. The number of pupils in all classes
has increased. It is therefore not
possible to give adequate practice
for speaking, reading and writing

" ‘English for all pupils in such large
- classes within the limited number
of periods allocated for English.

4, Most teachers complain that pupils
" show no interest for class room

work,

After a careful study of these pro-
blems and difficulties connected with
the teaching of English we thought
that the deterioration can be arrested
only by means of introducing methods
of teaching which can provide adequate
practice for all pupils in speaking,
reading and writing English, It is
known to every one concerned with
education that teachers talk far too
much. Most pupils do not get even
one chance to say something in English
for days together. Even summaries
and answers to questions are prepared
by teachers and dictated to pupils. If
all these do not change it will be diffi-
cult to arrest the deterioration in
English standards.

At the Islamia High School, Per-
nambut, North Arcot an experiment for
teaching English under * group activity
methods ” was initiated by the Head-
master and a small band of enthusias-
tic teachers in 1957-58, This experi-
ment soon gathered momentum through
the intensive support and encourage-
ment given by our Department of
Extension Services and at the com-
mencement of 1959-60 group activity
procedures were introduced in all
classes including Form VI and for the
teaching of all subjects, By means of
this successful experiment we found
that group activity procedures help to
achieve a variety of desirable educa-
tional aims and objectives and can be
utilised as a possible solution to some
of the major problems connected with
the Teaching of English,

1. Pupils become self-reliant and
are able to think and plan and
work co-operatively.

2. They become “ mistake-conscioys”
and are able to correct most of the
mistakes in their written work
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themselves and thus minimising
teachers’ load of written work cor-
rection,

3. Pupils get plenty of practice in
speaking, reading and writing,

4, Under this method class room
work becomes more interesting
"and challenging for the pupils and
the problems of discipline and in-
~ attention get solved to a large
extent, '

5. Pupils - develop desirable study
. habits and the attitude of waiting
helplessly for the teachers to do
every thing for them is rapidly re-
placed by initiative and leadership,

6. Although in the beginning tea-

: chers are upset over the detailed
and systematic planning and pre-
paration which dynamic methods
entail, they soon find teaching
enjoyable and a voyage of dis-
‘povery.

7. This is a time-saving device and
more pupil-work is turned out in
less time. Portions for the year
are completed far in advance and
“it is possible to arrange plenty of
-xevision work towards the end of
the year,

In June 1959 we decided to launch a
Campaign with the aim of spreading
the use of dynamic methods for the
teaching of English into ten more high
schools in the district of North Arcot.
We were convinced that this aim can
be.achieved only by means of * Inten-
sive Schouol-Level Work” and not by
means of  Extensive type of Refresher
Courses, Seminars etc.” In order to
bring about chanpes in class room pro-
cedure it is absolutely essential
that the entire staff of the school
should be sufficiently motivated and be
made to work as a team under the
leadership of -the Headmaster of the
school. ;

The intensive campaign which was
carried ont in North Arcot during the
period of six .months -(June to Nov-
ember) .consisted: of three types.of pro-
grammes.namely, (1) Intensive School
Visits. (2)-Study Conference. of - Head-

masters on Dynamic Methods and
(3) Follow up visits,

I. INTENSIVE SCHOOL VISITS :

Dr. (Miss) J. F. Forrester, B.A.
(Hons.), Ph.D. (Lond.) was our chief
Resource Person. Mr, C, M, Fazalur
Rahman, Headmaster, Islamia High
School, Pernambut in whose school the
original experiment took place and
who has built up considerable experi-
ence in dynamic methods, happens to
be the President of the District Tea-
chers’ Guild and the President of the
District Headmasters’ Association and
the Vice-President of the South India
Teachers’ Union, He has given us
great co-operation and has helped us a
great deal by giving us the benefit of
his status and popularity in the district,
The District Educational Officer of the
Vellore Educational District has given
us a great deal of support without
which we could not have achieved suc-
cess in the Campaign.

T}le intensive school visits are or-
ganised for the following purposes :

(a) Observation of English Lessons,
Three to five lessons taught by the
Teachers of the school are observed by
Dr. (Miss) J. F, Forrester, our Expert
on Teaching of English. Sometimes the
Co-ordinator is also present. The pur
pose of this observation is to get a real
understanding ‘of the particular diffi-
culties and needs of each teacher so
as to plan a scheme of help for each
teacher according to his own special
heeds,

(b) Individual Conferences, We
hold conferences individually with
each teacher whose lessons were ob-
served. During this conference which
is conducted in an atmosphere of
friendliness and equality, suggestions
are given to the teacher for improving
his procedures.

(c) Demonstration Lessons, Usually
a demonstration lesson is arranged and
the teachers of the school responsible
for English are requested to observe,
The main purpose of the demonstra-
tion js the illustration of certain tech-
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niques and procedures about which we
talk in the General Conference., The
demonstration aims at providing group
work for the pupils showing that it is
2 means of providing each pupil as
much practice as possible in speaking
or reading or writing English.

(d) General Conference. In the
evenhing as soon as the school is closed
a General Conference of all the tea-
chers of the school is held. A number
of suggestions connected with the tea-
ching of English Composition, Correc-
tion of written work, teaching of
Grammar etc., are given. At the end
we try to show them the value of
group work as a means of overcoming
some of the major problems connected
with the teaching of English,

Although intensive visits mean heavy
and continuous work for the Co-ordi-
nator and the resource personnel from
10 a.m. to 6 or even 7 p.m., we do not
dislocate regular school work. As we
do not pull out teachers from their
natural environment and as we in-
volve all the members of the staff in
the new experience, this type of work
is very popular with the Headmasters
and teachers. Moreover by this means
we avoid the problem of T.A. and D.A.
for the teachers, We have only two
limitations. (1) The availability of
Resource Person, Dr. Forrester is
available only on certain days. (2)
Limited financial resources for T.A, and
D.A. etc., for Extension Staff and Re-
source Person and maintenance of
Transport Vehicle.

The list of schools for which inten-
sive school visits were arranged during
the period under review is shown in
Appendix I.

1. STUDY CONFERENCE OF HEAD-
MASTERS AND  SELECTED
TEACHERS ON GROUP WORK.

As soon as intensive school visits
were completed for ten schools we
invited the Headmasters of these
schools for a one day study conference
at the Islamia High School, Pernambut
on 5-0-1959. Each Headmaster was
requested to bring one or more tea-
chers in whose class dynamic methods

2

were likely to be introduced. They
spent the forenoon session and one
period in the afternoon visiting vari-
ous classes and observed various types
of lessons taught under group activity
procedures. At 3 p.m, a general con-
fercnce was arranged. Dr, Forrester
and the Co-ordinator ¢poke on the ad-
vantages of group activity procedures
indicating how pupils’ attainment in
English can be improved by this
method, The Headmasters and tea-
chers asked many questions in order
to clear their doubts and fears, These
were answered by the Headmaster and
Teachers of the Islamia High School,
Pernambut out of their experience in
organising group work in their own
school,

At the end of the Conference the
Co-ordinator requested the Headmasters
to state whether they wished to try
this method in their school and if so
in what classes would they introduce
the method during the current year and
what type of follow up help they
would require in connection with this
experiment, A proforma was given to
each Headmaster for this purpose, Al
the ten Headmasters agreed to intro-
duce Group activity methods in one or
more classes and requested the Co-
ordinator to arrange follow up visits
to their schools after they had tried the
method for a month.

I1I. FOLLOW UP VISITS :

Actually twelve schools have intro-
duced dynamic methods for the tea-
ching of English., The list of schools
which have introduced dynamic
methods is shown in Appendix II.
Although dynamic methods have been
introduced in these twelve schools
there is the danger of some of them
giving it up on account of the heavy
and detailed planning and preparation
which is necessary for organising
group work successfully, Moreover
the experiment in these schools can
and should be utilized for motivating
some of the other schools in thelr
neighbourhood as soon as possible,
For these purposeés we have carried
out intensive follow up visits for some
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An Appeal to all Voters

Iam seeking re-election to one of the two seats to the Madras

cil from the Teachers’ Constituency for which the
fl in April 1960. I was elected in September 1956 in

the bye-election and so I have not had the full term of six years.

I have had the privilege of serving the teaching profession and
the cause of education for over 35 years, as the Secretary of the Madras
Teachers’ Guild, as the Secretary of the S.LT.U., as Secretary of the
Training Section and Secondary Education Section of ‘the All Invdia’
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I have now retired from service and I can devote whole-ﬁine
attention to the cause of education and of the interests of the teaching
,profe,ssion whose salaries including allowances, conditions of service
including security of tenure, old age provision, increase in the rate of

" pension and parity of conditions of service for all teachers including
s_a-lary scales, under whatever agencies they serve will be main concern.
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IMPROVING THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH gi

of these schools. These visits -afe--

undertaken jointly by the Co-ordina«
tor and Mr. C. M. Fazalur Rahman,
the Headmaster of Islamia High School,
Pernambut who has considerable ex-
perience of group activity procedures.

During these follow up wisits
we observe lessons taught under
group methods, We discuss with
the concerned teachers ways and
means of improving their procedures.
We not only give them practical sug-
gestions on various techniques and
devices but also actually demonstrate
these in the classes. In the evening a
3eneral Conference is arranged. The
Headmasters and teachers of other
«chools in the ‘ neighbourhood are
invited for the General Conference.
The greater part of the time during the
General Conference is devoted to the
discussion of various doubts and fears
raised by the teachers in conr.ection
with group activity procedures.

Upto the end of November 1959 fol-
low up visits have been arranged for
the following schools : —

1. Board High School, Arnl,

2. S. S. High School, Arnl

3. Mazharul Uloom High School,
Ambur.

4. Concordia High School, Ambur,

5. Hindu High School, Ambur.

In connection with the follow up
visit to the Hindu High School, Ambur
a special demonstration lesson showing
group activity methods for teaching a
prose tesson for Form III was organls-
ed at the Hindu High School for the
benefit of all the three High Schools in
the town which have introduced dyna-
mic methods,

Our original objective of introduc-
ing improved methods in ten High
Schools having been achieved, we
intend consolidating the gains during
‘the last term — January to*March, For
this purpose we are planning three
‘types of programme :

" 1. Continuing the follow up visit
_programme.

9. Demonstration Lessons, These
will be arranged at important centres

where it is pOSs.ible to get the teachers

of two or three schools, One or

two demonstration lessons will be
arranged at each centre. Educational
films illustrating group work will be
projected. These will be followed by
a General Conference in order to dis-
cuss the need for dynamic methods for
improving instruction in our schools..

3. Conference on Planning the Year’s
Work :

The success of the Experiment at the
Islamia High School, Pernambut is
largely due to the systematic planning
which the teachers of the school were
helped to make., For this purpose the
Headmaster arranges what he calls
“Faculty Meetings”, The facuity of
each subject meets every month on a
fixed date and the Headmaster pre-
sides over all such meetings, Every
teacher makes a detailed plan for one
month indicating the portion to be
completed, the teaching aids to be
used, practical work to be organised
and testing to be carried out. He also
indicates whether any part of the pre-
vious months’ work still remains in-
complete and how he proposes to com-
plete it during the current month,
These are then discussed and approved
by the faculty. -This plan is then typed
with a copy for the Headmaster’s file,

The fears expressed by teachers that
under group activity procedure they
will not be able to cover the prescrib-
ed portions will be true only under
unsystematic work, Therefore it is
very essential that in all the twelve
schools in which dynamic methods
have been introduced, we should try
to introduce the system of faculty
meetings for detailed planning and
preparation, A conference of Head-
masters will be organised for this pur-
pose either at the Islamia High School,
Pernambut or at a central place during
January 1960.

(Sd.) S. J. DEVASAGAYAM,
Co-ordinator,

Meston ;I‘raining College,
Royapettah,- Madras-14,
15th December 1859,
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APPENDIX I
List of Schools for which intensive School Visits were arranged,

: E ] E »
Date Name of Schools 3 Eﬁ ECw E
$8% 3SERD
Qg —UT kg
885 S8%58%
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8- 459 St. Andrews High School, Arkonam. 5 35
23 7759 K.T.C.T. Girls High School, Madras 5 20
30- 759 S. V., High School, Vellore 6 35
31~ 7759 Voorhes High School, Vellore 5 30
1- 859 Don Bosco High School, Katpadi 4 16
4- 9-'50 Board High School, Pallikonda 4 15
5- 9’59 Islamia High School, Pernambut 5 18
11- 8759 St. Andrews High School, Arkonam 4 18
12- 869 Goodlet” High School, Sholingar 5 14
19- 859 Islamia High School, Pernambut 4 16
20- 859 Concordia High School, Ambur 5 11
21- 8.'59 Hindu High School, Ambur 5 14
22- 8269 Seminar at Municipal High School, Gudiyattam 60
28- 8-59 Lady M. Ct. High School 5 11
1- 958 Board High School, Ranipet 4 12
2- 959 Municipal High School, Walajapet 5 12
4-11-'59 Board High School, Arnj 5 14
5.11-'69 Board High School, Kannamangalam 4 11
6-11-'69 Dominic Savio High School, Chetput 4 10
18-11~'59 Danish Mission High School, T. V. Malai 5 13
20-11759 Board High School, Chengam 5 11
25-11-'59 Islamia High School, Vaniyambadi 5 14
26-11-'59 Mazharul Uloom High School, Ambur 5 48
27-11-59 Municipal High School, Tirupattur 5 42
27-11-'59 Ramakrishna Mission High School, Tirupattur 2 —_—
‘fotal number of Schools Visited . . . 25
Total number of teachers for whom individual conferences
were arranged . - . 101
Total number of teachers who participated in the programme
for improvement of English including those from neigh-
bourhood . .. . 500
APPENDIX II,
List of schools which have introduc- 8. Board High School, Pallikonda,
ed improved methods : 9. Municipal Nellorepet High School,
. . Gudiyattam,
i. Board High School, Arni, o . .
25 Sfi R ggb Schiol,’ At 10. M‘:.:;clpal High School, Gudiyat«
3. Board High School, Polur, 11. Govt. Training and Second
4. Board High School, Chengam. School for W concary
5. Concordia High School, Ambur. 12. Don Bo or_ Y omen, Gudlyattatq.
6. Mozharul Uloom High School, 1o Bosco High School, Katpadi.
s . Islamia High School, Pernambut.

Ambur,

. This
7. Hindu High School, Ambur, Was our central experimental

station from the beginning.

EVALUATION OF EXPERIMENTS IN
HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE

BY ARTHUR

Science instructors who enjoy their
work are continually revising experi-
ments and trying new ones or new
approaches in an attempt to interest
the students and provide a thorough
course of instruction. Most educators
agree that the basic worth of labora-
tory instruction is an integral part of
a good science course, Hence, we must
improve methods of instruction.

The purposes of this article are to
discuss some qualities of a good labo-
ratory experiment and to suggest a
quantitative method for evaluating
various experiments so that the science
instructor can better understand the
strong and weak point of his particu-
lar series of laboratory exercises, When
these strengths and weaknesses are
known, the instructor can take steps
to improve on the weaker areas.

The first job in the evaluation is to
agree on the requirements for a good
laboratory exercise, and decide exactly
what we are trying to do in the labo-
ratory phase of our courses, Richardson
maintains that the science laboratory
should

(1) provide a source of problems
for the students to solve

(2) provide for the solution of
problems,

(3) promote understanding of the
scientist’s role \
(4) provide illustrations of pheno-
mena, .
(5) teach principles of concepts, and

(6) contribute development of skills,
habits, and attitudes.!

1 John S. Richardson, Science Teaching
in Secondary Schools, Prentice-Hall Inc.,

Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1957. P, 70-3

C. MURDOCK

Stollberg sets up the aims of the
laboratory exercise in the following
manner :

(1) to increase critical thinking,

(2) to increase powers of observa-
tion,

(3) to develop keenness of initiative,
(4) to gain deeper insight,

(5) to acquire improved under-
standing of basic concepts

(6) to increase proficiency in useful
skills and

(7) to develop interest and curio-
sity.?

From these two examples of aims of
the laboratory experience, it is obvi-
ous that the proponents of the labora-
tory as a teaching method have high
hopes for its success. It must be noted
that merely having the laboratory part
of the course included in the curri-
culum does not insure that the desired
aims will bo met. Every teacher
should have some plan for the constant
evaluation and improvement of the
laboratory work that is performed,

PLANNING EXPERIMENTS :

A general criticism of the laboralory
centres on the stereo-typed exercises
found in many laboratory manuals.
The students follow very detailed
instructions and merely fill in answers
as they go along. There ig little or no
room for the student tfo use his own
initiative or reasoning. In order to
finish the experiment, he may often
get the answers to the blankspaces
from his neighbour. Watson illustrates
the feeling of disgust that is common

2 Robert Stollberg, * Learning in the
Laboratory ”, The Bulletin of the National
Association of Secondary School Prineipals,
34: 102-3 January 1953,
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when he says “The actualities of
scientific investigation are not going to
become significant to pupils through
the chanting of incantations or filling in
of any five-step laboratory report
forms.” 3

From the tenor of the literature it
appears that the trend is away from
this stereotyped method of teaching.

Today most educators agree that the
laboratory phase of scienceé instruction
does have a place in the programme.
There may be differing wviews on
where the emphasis should be placed
e, which students should be given
this type of instructions, how much
time should be allotted, and when ; but
few educators would suggest that the
laboratory experience be eliminated.
Most of us feel that a science course
without a laboratory phase is not
worthy of the name science, The very
nature of science explains- this devo-
tion to the laboratory, interwoven in
the history of science is the experi-
ment, So it is only natural that the
opportunity for experiment be part of
the process of learning a science. If a
person is to understand fully and
continue in science, he must be fami-
liar with the methods and techniques
of .the scientific laboratory. You can-
not effectively teach a mechanic by
books alone; by the same token, g
scientist must be able to manipulate
his hands as well as his mind, :

Davis lists five types of laboratory
activity for high school science courses ;
(1) Getting information, (2) providing
solutions to problems, (3) controllied
experiments, (4) verification of items
presented, and (5) projects.* Each one
of these general experiments allows
the. individual the opportunity to work

3 Fletcher G, Watson, “The Place of
Experiment in Science Education”, The
Bulletin of the National Association of Se-
condary School, Principals, 37: 100 -Janu.
ary 1953,

4 Ira C. Davis “A Plan or Lgaboratory
Activities in General Science” Schoo]
Science and Mathematics, 47: 146.7 Feb.
ruary 1947, '

independently, to feel things, to weigh
them, to smell them, to compare them,
and to use or build apparatus. Theose
are some of the reasons why the labo-
ratory exercise can be important as a
learning role; he is an active partici-
pant in an ever-expanding search fot
answers to questions.

What, then, are the qualities of a
laboratory experiment which make it
valuable as a learning experience ?
Stollberg mentions these important
characteristics : :

1. The work must be closely integ-
rated with the course,

2. The laboratory schedule must be
flexible,

3. Seeking answers and finding in-
formation is important. '

4. Real problems must be choien if
possible,

5. Practical applications should be
stressed.

6. Cooperative planning by pupils
and the teacher is highly de-
sirable.

7. Laboratory manuals should be
used merely for reference,

8. The laboratory should be thought
"~ of as an approach, not merely a
place,

9. Some of the experiments should
be of a long-term nature,

_10. The note taking and recording of
-data should be truly functional,

11. Required reports should be mean-
ingful 8

SELECTION OF PROBLEMS,

The paramount characteristic of a
gom} science laboratory experience is
its integration with the regular class-
w0rk.' For optimum results, it is
essential that the student should rot
becomg confused with a discussion of
one principle while he is in the process
of conducting experiments in another,

The bulk of the laboratory work

S Robert Stollberg, Op, Cit, p. 1047
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should be centered around seeking
answers to problems and finding infor-
mation that is desired. If possible,
these answers should be answers to
questions that are real problems, pre-
ferably ones to which the student
wants to find the answer. All labora-
tory experiments cannot be of this
nature, yet many could and should be
of this type. No one will deny that a
student wil} work more efficiently if he
wants to know an answer to a question,
than if he were told he should know
the answer. ’

Flexibility of schedule insures that
when interest has been developed in
an area, work may be done in the
laboratory at once, instead of \yalting
for a particular time on a certaln day
in the week, Human nature is such
that there is a right time for work to
be done., To wait may well mean to
lose enthusiasm that was generated
for a specific learning situation.

The laboratory instruction must be
set up to seek answers and solve pro-
blems -as Stollberg points out, but ine
important issue that goes along with

this suggestion is that the problems

are better if they are of =a prac-
tical nature and are ones which the
students themselves want to solve.
This is where cooperation of pupil and
teacher is involved. The teacher must
be able to direct the class in such a
manner that significant problems are
chosen for the laboratory work. At the
same time, these problems must be
practical and be desired by the
students. This may seem like an in-
surmountable problem, and admittedly
all problems cannot be of this type,
yet many can and should be so deve-
loped.

One of the highly desirable results
of a laboratory experience can be the
developinent of skills in the realm of
apparatus design and building. The
Physical Science Study Committee
working at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology has .done a great deal
with this in the area of physics.
Whenever the choice exists between
buiying or making the equipment with

veasonable effort, it would seem that the
Jatter should always be chosen, In
some cases this is not feasible but in
many cases it is to be recommended as
pupils must exercise judgment,
manual skill, dexterity, ingenuity, and
resourcefulness, This makes for better
student performance,

Stollberg suggests the use of several
laboratory manuals for reference.f
This does not imply that the manuals
should be used to replace creative
planning, but merely to aid in this
more desirable process,

Some of the experiments definitely
should be carried on for some time so
that the student may realize the value
of experiments, Naturally, a student
must do many simple, short experi-
ments, but these should be augmented
by those that evolve day after day, or
for several weeks or months. Conti-
nued experiments help to develop a
greater appreciation for the routine
data taking at each student that suc-
cess and/or failure is a part of this
process,

In reference to Stollberg’s last two
characteristics on recording and re-
porting, let it be said that science
instruction should have little so-called
“busy work” included. There is suf-
ficient subject material for the limited
time to work and there is no excuse
for the instructor giving assignment
without some definite purpose, Lefler
suggests that the instructor feature
one part of discipline of a report each
lesson, rather than have the student
go through the entire laborious pro-
cess of a full report repeatedly. '

If all or most of the preceding ideas
have merit, the problem now arises
of finding some fairly comprehensive,
yet convenient, method of evaluating
the relative merits of individual ex-
periments, The method suggested
herc for an appraisal of laboratory
work is a check list that asks the
instructor to make judgments on vari-
ous characteristics of a proposed ex-

§ Robert Stollberg Op, Cit, p 106,
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perimeént. Each question has been
worded so that a ‘“yes” answer
implies a superior quality ; the total
number of “yes” answers on each
experiment may be called the score,

There is, of course, no absolute score
involved in this method of appraisal
whereby an experiment passes or fails.
It is doubtful that any one experiment
will measure up to all of the criteria.
The check list has the added feature of
pomtmg out to the instructor of the
particular areas of an experiment that
are weak, These areas might be
strengthened by a change of emphasis.

Ideally the instructor would dupli-
cate or mimeograph the check list and
eventually build up a complete evalua-
tion file of all the pertinent experi-
ments available, The individual evalu-
ation file ought also reveal that many
of the experiments show a consistent,
weakness in specific areas ; it is hoped
that this would suggest to the alert
instructor those areas where he might
best seek to improve the quality of
his instruction, It is not enough to
leave evaluation to subjective methods ;
there must be some quantitative way
of going about it.

INDIVIDUAL EXPERIMENT
EVALUATION  CHECK LIST
YES NO
Has there been sufficient prepa-
ration for the experiment ?

Is the note taking, data record-
ing, or sketching, truly fumc-
tional ?

Does the experiment :

Utilize the scientific method,
Develop critical- thinking ?
Involve improvisation or inge-
" nuity ?
Cultivate good laboratory
habits ? .

Reveal new concepts ? .
Teach new skills ?
N Reveal new facts ?
-Develop the poWer of observa.
tion ?

Indicate practical applications ?
Involve co-operative planning ?

Giving insight into the role of
Science ?

Have historica) value ?

Is the experiment
Integrated with the course ?

Such that each individual has
unique but related results ?

Pupil initiated ?
Are the required reports mean-
ingfu) ?
Will there be sufficient follow-
up ?
(From the “ Science Teacher”,
Vol. 26, No, 8, Dec. 1959)
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TEACHERS' CONSTITUENCY

Monday 11-4-1960. 8 am. to 1 p.m.
*

C. RRISUNAMOORTRY, mrc,

Secretary, South India Teachers’ Unien,
President, Madras Teachers’ Guild
and Agitator for Teachers’ Rights

CONTESTS

—

Each. first vote to
G. KRISHNAMOORTHY, M.Lc.
takes Teachers onward in their

march for fair Salaries.
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EDUCATIONS’ MAJOR OBSTACLES

- Airborne television instruction
sounds like something out of science
fiction, but it can be as profound ar.
advance in American education as It is
a dramatic ‘breakthru’ in techno-
logy,” declared John Guy Fowlkes of
the School of Education, University of
Wisconsin, and member of the Mid-
west Council on Airborne Television
Instruction,

“ With Airborne television instruc-
tion,” he continued, “ we start a very
good chance to hurdle many obstacles
to quality and efficiency in education
and bright, superior instruction to
many, many students, in large and
small communities at once more
quickly and at less cost than we have
ever before dreamed.”

EXPERIMENT BEGINS IN 1960

Dr, Fowlkes is one of the ten natio-
nal educational on the Midwest Coun-
cil of Airborne Television Instruction,
which is planning for the production
of as many as 24 full length courses,
each consisting of 144 half-hour lessons,
during the first part of the experiment
to begin with the 1960 fall term of
school.

Eventually the Council intends to
telecast as many as 72 courses from a
DC-7 aireraft flying at more than
20,000 feet over north-central Indiana
and covering parts of Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Ohio, Michigan, and Ken-
tucky, which contains 5 million stu-
dents in 13,000 schools and colleges,

Courses will be recorded on video
tape at production centres around the
nation., These taped courses, and pos-
sibly some ‘“live” ones will then be

‘beamed from a sound transmitter at

Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana,
to the circling DC-7 and retelecast by
UHF transmitters in the aircraft to
classrooms in schools throughout the
region.

8

This bold, imaginative project has
grown out of the felt difficulties facing
educaticn in ihe United States. OQur
schools and colleges are confronted
with a dual challenge in the coming
ten years of education for more stu-
dents and giving each student a much
better quality education than ever
before, o

&
-

' MORE THAN MONEY NEEDED

If we are to give American youth
the educational opportunity which we
have cherished throughout the years,
educational expenditures will have to
increase, but it will take more than
money to solve the problem posed by
this challenge. It will require far-
reaching innovations that will increase
instructional efficiency and qtrengthen
the curriculum,

In the -opinion of the educationa)
leaders of the project only a fundae
_mental break-through in education, as
sweeplng as past break-throughs in
science, industry, and agriculture, can
provide the boost i in educational quality
that is needed, all across the curri:
culum and all across the country.

Television represents a powerful
new tool which can help bring about
this breakthrough. Like movable type
and the printed page, however, tele
vision is simply a medium of commu-
mication, though the most powerful one
known to man, Its utility to educa-
tion will depend primarily on how
wisely it is used, on the quality of
what is communicated, and on how
television instruction is mtegl ated with
other learning experiences in the
school. :

Editor's Note: This article is based on &
release from the Midwest Council on
Airborne Television Instruction, Purdue
University, Lafayetter - Indiana, The
uniqueness of the experiment and’ its
support by industry and educators have
created a wide spread inferest in the
project
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The Miawest Airborne Television
Instruction Experiment represents a
promising opportunity to harness tele-
vision to bring the highest quality of
education to millions of youngsters, in
large and small communities alike,
more quickly and at less cost than by
any other means available,

OBSTACLES TO BE MET

The expanded use of instructional
television is seriously inhibited how-
ever, by major obstacles. First is the
limitation of geographic coverage of
existing educational television stations.
A large majority of school children,.
particularly in small towns and rural
areas where educational help is needed
most are beyond the reach of the ETV
stations,

The second obstacle is that a single
open-circuit channel, even when avail-
able, cannot serve a very significant
portion of the whole curriculum or
grade spectrum. A typical 12-grade
school system has any where from
1,000 to 175 separate courses, and some
of these many divided into differentiat-
ed sections according to student abi-
lity. A single television channel can
provide only 12 half-hour units of
instruction, however, in .a six-hour
school day, enough for only one-half
hour per day at each grade level, The
disparity between broadcasting poten-
tial and size of ecurriculum is even
greater at the college level.

This limitation can be overcome by
a closed-circuit system with six simul-
taneous channels, but here the third

difficulty.

. When Time is Money . . ...

% Why waste it on re-writing the same matter for
_ different divisions of the same Standard ?

* For saving the trouble of re-writing there is no

other better way than using our Slated Roll-up
Black Boards.

% They are handy and portable so they can be

taken from one place to another without the least
' Further as they are coated with a
" scientific coating they are writable with chalk,

erasable with duster and readable from any
angle of vision, '

% On account of their quality, utility, hangability,
and the above outstanding, features they are bless-
ed by eminent educationists at home and abroad.

For Testimonials and literature please write immediately to :

'MEGH SLATE FACTORY PRIVATE LTD
. Post Box No. 24,
BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA.

“Merch 00, R
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obstacle - is encountered ; the cost is
prohibitive when the student§ to be
served ate in classrooms which are
geographically dispersed,

The contribution. of instl‘lxc}ional
television to improving the quality of
American education will be severely
restricted unless these obstacles are
overcome. The system of mul_ti-channel
Airborne instructional television pro-
posed in the Midwest Airborne Tele-
vision Instruction Experiment holds
promise of achieving this.

TV EFFECTIVENESS

The effectiveness of television as a
powerful medium of school and col-
lege instruction has now been clearly
established, though much remains to
be learned about the best and fullest
ways of employing this new educatio-
nal tool.

In the 1958-59 school year, 569 pub-
lic school systems and 117 colleges and
universities in America used television
for direct instruction than one-half
million school children and 100,000 col-
lege students.

Despite the primitive technical con-
ditions and other handicaps under
which these early instructional televi-
gion experiments have operated, the
results, have been very promising, In
the bulk of cases, there has been ne
significant difference in how much stu-
dents learned by television and how
much they learned by conventional
{nstruction. Where there have bean
significant differences, however, tt}ey
have favoured television instruction
overwhelmingly.

It has now been demonstrated that
television is an effective means for
giving far more students access to rare
and unusual teachers, for giving stu-
dents rich learning experiences, such
as scientific demonstrations, that can-
not possibly be provided in ordinary
class rooms, and for improving the
skills and knowledge of class room
teachers themselves.

TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE

In a three-year experiment soon
after World War II, the Westinghouve

Electrig -Corporation _developed and de-
monstrated the technical feasjbility of
Airborne Television broadcasting by
delivering a satisfactory signal frqm
an airborne transmiter operating at
25,000 feet to receiving sets as far away
as 225 miles, where terrain conditions
were favourable,

Recent engineering studies, drawing
upon the technical findings of the
Westinghouse * Stratovision” experi.
ment, indicate that it should be possi-
ble to broadcast over six channels
simultaneously from a DC-7. Such a
system could handle live or videro-
taped and filmed broadcasts by a first-
class faculty from ground studios
underneath the plane and distribute
these programmes to schools or colleges
over much of the territory within a
radious of some 200 miles, A second
stand-by aircraft would insure high
reliability of operation against wea-
ther conditions and equipment break-
down,

If such a TV broadcasting system
can be perfected it will make avail-
able, at relatively low cost, a top
faculty and a broad and rich curriculum
to a very large number of students,
both in small rural schools and in
large urban schools. About one-third
of these are in school systems of less
than 2,000 pupil which, according to
Dr. James Conant's recent study of the
American High School, are too small
to provide a satisfactory education
under present conditions.

All of these schools and children
could be served by a single aircraft
except where terrain and similar
obstacles caused vreception * blind-
spots,” especially on the outer edges
of the circle,

TECHNIQUES DEVELOPED

Telecasting techniques have been
developed which will increase the
number of channels for educational
purposes, Although the experiments
have been successful there is one
important limitation, at least under
present available technology. The sig-
nal cannot be received on conventional
home sets, thus confinding reception to
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sthopls: .and . colleges .equipped with
new iype of receivers,

““The  airborne narrow-band system,
however, would - not interfere with
‘conventional home broadcasting by
commercial or other stations, On the
contrary, regular educational TV sta-
tions could become programme pro-
gucing centres for the airborne system,
and ‘they could * capture” airborne
Programmes on video. tape for later re-
broadcast to local audiences, in both
schaols and homes, by conventional
means.

‘ .'I’he shortage of top-quality teachers
will be the greatest obstacle to the
Improvement of American Education
over the next ten years, even assum-
ing -a -sizeable ‘increase in teachers’
service, o '

... TV has already been demonstrated
to be an effective means for extending
the.reach of rare and unusual teachers
to a far larger number of students, It
has also proved to be powerful too] for
the inservice improvement of regular
classroom teachers, for providing spe-
cigl. opporfunities for gifted children,
for improving the design and content
of the curriculum, and for supplying

rich learning - experiences that would -

be physically impossible in the con-
ventional classroom.

. r,I :I"IIGH QUALITY INSTRUCTION

. It_would be unwise to use airborne
television for anything but the highest
possible quality of instruction and
turriculum, Therefore, only the finest
available teachers will serve on air-
horne television. A staff of researchers
and artists will be available to assem-
ble or prepare special materials for
individual faculty members., The
richest sources of scholarships wilj be
accessible. In short, airborne televi-
sion will be used to make available
even for the smallest rural school, the
finest curriculum and quality - of
instruction that this nation can provide.

<+ The pilot experiment will begin
injpially with - the telecasting of two
sgparate- - setg - of - instructional - pro-
grammes- over two convéntional UHF
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channels .(amd the same programnies
over two narrow-band channels). If
this pilot operation proves successful,
then it would be possible to expand
the service to six simultaneous pro-
grammes,

_An airborne TV system transmitting
six simultaneous programmes could
provide 72 separate half-hour units
during a six-hour school day, This
would make it possible to provide
high-quality  televised programmes
covering a considerable portion of the
entire curriculum of a school system
at all grade levels, even allowing for
some repetition of programmes at dif-
ferent hours to provide greater flexi~
bility of scheduling for {individual
schools, R

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

In addition, it would be possible o
broadcast special programmes before
and after the regular school day, such
as ‘“advanced standing courses” for
prxght high school students and
improvement courses for teachers.

There is no doubt that excellent
courses presented over television will
make a marked and prompt contribu~
tion towards lifting the standards of
quality in a large number of schools
and colleges, It must be recognized,

- however, that unless the programme

arrangements are carefully conceived,
television broadcasts could inject a
greater uniformity into the curriculum
than would be desirable or compatible
with American educational stations,
But a wisely designed televised curri-
culum could do much to provide greater
variety of courses in individual schools
and to stimulate individual school
systems and teachers to undertake
creative innovations and improve-
ments,

Airborne  instructional television
must aim, therefore, to upgrade quality
and at the same time to unleash the
creative capacities that are inherent
In, but sometimes under utilized,
the local schools ;. there is no reason
why it should put any local school
system or local teacher into a currie
culum strait jacket any more than, or

¥
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even as much as, a text-book which is
adopted by a large number of school
systems,

VARIETY OF IMPROVEMENTS

Airborne television, properly used,
can be a catalyst for inducing a very
wide variety of improvements in edu-
cational practices, in curriculum, and
in teacher education. It can, among
other things, provide for the first time,
an efficient means by which promising
new educational developments, experi-

" mental results, and important research

findings can be quickly communicated
to professional educators in all school
systems,

Airborne television will not elimi-
nate the need for good teachers in the
class-rooms, but it will help to make
their efforts more productive, It will
open new opportunities to make the
whole edueational process more effec
tive. Most important of all, it can
afford good instruction in schools,
which find it utterly impossible tfo
provide a full curriculum and to h;re
enough teachers, And it can establish
high standards of instructional quality
even in the best in schools,

The establishment of this pilot pro-
gramme of airborne instructiongl tele-
vision will involve a substantial cost
which local school systems, could not
hope to finance by themselves, In the
long run, the economic implications of
a well-developed airborne system
which serves a large number of schools
are highly favourable, since the costs,
would be spread over a large number
of individual students and could rea-
dily be absorbed in school budgets.

The financing of the $ 7 million two-
year experiment by the Council comes
from a $4,500,000 appropriation by the
Ford Foundation and by other contri-
butions from private industry.

TALENT SEARCH FOR TEACHERS

At present the Council is con.ducting
a talent search to find outstanding tea-

chers throughout America of courses’

to be televised. After telecast teachers
and altérnates have been selected and
contracts signed, current plang call for

74?75\

them to ggjthe at the Purdue canfous$
15, 1960. - Here F
S Y

about Februa
teachers will work with the Cou

executive produkers®: researchery/ an
graphic arts perso t
tion of the coursesg !

illustrative mater'sis"m"
the course ready for recordifig on tape
by July 1, 1960 =), 2.7 N 7o

The purposes of the Council are : —

1. To give students educational ex-
periences which often are beyond the
scope of conventional means of instruc-
tion; for example a costly science
laboratory and equipment, via televi«
sion, which might not otherwise be
available. N bo - 5.

2. To broaden the curriculum of the
smaller schools which are unable fin-
ancially to offer as complete an educa-
tional programme as they would like,

3. To enable the classroom teacher
to devote more time to individual
learning needs of students, :

4, To enhance stil] further the
skills of classroom teachers by coupl-~
ing with their talents and personal
contacts the additional resources of an
outstanding television instructor,

5. To allow a larger number of stu-
dents to benefit from such added learn-
ing resources. ;

6. To help stretch the available
school dollar still further and at the
same time to improve quality of
instruction,

COMMENTS OF EDUCATORS

Samuel M. Brown, Superintendent of
Schools, Detroit, and former United
States Commissioner of Education, is
Chairman of the Council, In express-
ing his opinion of the project he said :

“The Midwest Council on Airborne
Telgvision Instruction was formed be-
cause of the concern 'of educators in
this region as in the rest of the coune
try-over the challenge which faces
American education today, It is the
challenge to provide sufficient quantity
of educational opportunities for a fast«
growing population along with improv-
ed quality of instruction and to p.o-
vide both quantity and quality withs
in feasible costs, :

J

’

‘J‘\,
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1< OUR SUPPLEMENTARY READERS

‘TALES AND LEGENDS OF ANCIENT INDIA. By S. W. Cocks, M.a.
1.E.s. Fourth Edition. ’

TALES AND LEGENDS OF ANCIENT BURMA. By S. W. Cocks. M. A
1.E.s. Fifth Edition. h

NAGANATHAN AT SCHOOL. By GLYN BarRLOW, M.A. Tenth Edition.

.HAWTHORNE'S TANGLEWOOD TALES. Edited with Introductio

n, b
ProF. P. E. RICHARDS, B.A. Second Edition. ’

LAMB’S TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE. By ProF. F. R. TOMLINSON,
B.A., 1.LE.s. Second Edition. |

- GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Abridged and adapted for Indian students,
by PrRor.  EGERTON SMITH, M.A., 1.E.s. Second Edition.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. Abridged and adapted for Indian students, by
PROF. EGERTON SMITH, M.A., 1.E.s. Second Edition.

| BLACKMORE'S LORNA DOONE. Abridged and si'mpliﬁed for Indian
students, by PrOF. F. R. TOMLINSON, B.A., I.E.s. Third Edition.

GOLDSMITH’S.THE VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. Abridged and simpli-
fied for Indian students, by Pror. J. C. RoLLo, M.A. Third Edition.

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. Abridged and simplified for Indian students,
by PrOF. FERRAND E. CORLEY, M.A. Second Edition.

'STORIES FOR INDIAN STUDENTS. By P. C. WREN, M.a.. 1.E.s
Eighth Edition. | ’ '

REYNARD THE FOX. With Illustrations.

- BPCW, A LLELS.
Third Edition. ’ A RS

LE1TERS ATO BOYS. By the Editor of The Children's Encyclopadia
(ARTHUR MEE). Adapted for use in Indian Schools. Second Edition.

WORK, WEALTH AND WAGES. By Row : "
. By Row and WRrEN. Second Edition.
(HINDI and TAMIL Editions also.) o

SIX SHORT PLAYS. For use in Schools and Colleges.

By W.
M.a. Second Edition. y W. TurNEg,

K. & ). COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling Agents for India, Burma & Ceylon :
™~ M/s. Blackie & Son (India) Ltd., Bombay, Madras & Calcutta.
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« The Council had turned to instruc-
tional television as one now proven
method of bringing quality instruc-
tion to large numbers of students. It
has decided to conduct a major pi.lot
experiment with airborne telecasting
as one method of reaching . even
greater numbers of students than is
now possible by means of ground-
based iransmitters.

« Far from imposing uniformity and
rigidity upon local curricula, we be-
lieve airborne television can helg to
provide greater richness and variety
than now exists and can further un-
jeash the creativity and initiative of
local teachers,

“One advantage of instructional
television is that it is entirely voluntary
on the part of the user and therefore
makes available the advantage of
improved materials and methods with-
out centralized control”,

Lawrence G. Derthick, United States
Commissioner of Education believes
that “the project has splendid possi-
bilities for experimentation in fuller
utilization of teacher competencies, a
wider variety of courses for more
schools and students, developing new
and improved methods and means of
teaching and promoting rgglon:al co-
operation. Most encouraging is the
fact that the Council is composed of
outstanding educators and laymen who
are - broadly representatives_ of the
region. This kind of direction keeps
the control of education close to the
people even as it crosses state line
through television.”

John W. Taylor, executive director
of the Chicago Educational Television,
Association, declares that  there is no
longer a question as to whet}}er tele-~
vision is effective as a teaching tool.
Oiir problem now is one of finding an
adequate number of channels ?hrough
which to distribute the needed instruc~
tional material. By 1970, the equiva
lent of six television channels should
be available to every schon] systgm.
If successful, the airborne TV project
will solve this problem .

From James R, Killian, Jr. Chairman
of the Board, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, and former special scienti-
fic adviser to President Eisenhower,
comes this statement of confidence :

“ Because of the great and urgent
importance of exploring every avenue
to strengthen education i the United
States, I am delighted to hear that a
two-year pilot experiment is to be
undertaken to test the feasibility and
usefulness of a system of sirborne
multi-channel instructional television
for schools and colleges,

“ It has long been my view that we
must explore every possibility for
employing technology to improve tea-
ching aids and to extend the strong
arm of the good teacher, Inherent in
the experiment on airborne instructio-
nal television is a bold concept which,
if the experiment proves out, might
contribute very greatly to lifting the
quality of instruction in a variety of
fields - and to filling gaps in small
schools.” ’

The council is composed of ten dis-
tinguished educationists from the Mid-
west. It includes: John E. Ivey, Jr,,
former Executive Vice-President of the
New York University; Samuel M,
Brownell, Superintendent of Schools,
Detroit, and former U.S, Commissioney
of Education ; Novice G. Faweett, Pre-
sident, Ohio State University; John Guy
Fowlkes, School of Education, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin ; Lyman V. Ginger,
Dean School of Education, University
of Kentucky ; E. E, Holt Director of
Education and Superintndeent of Pub-
lic Instruction, Ohio; Frederick L.
Hovde, President, Purdue University
John W. Taylor, Executive Directov.
Chicago Educational Television Asso-
ciation ; Herman B. Wells, President,
University of Indiana ; and Benjamin
C. Willis, General Superintendent of
Schools, Chicago and President of the
Educational Policies Commission of the
NEA,

(From Vol. 92, No, 4, Dec, 1959,
Wisconsin Journal of Education)

—————



" OUTPOSTS OF CULTURE—BULGARIAN

'LIBRARY CLUBS

The Bulgarian Library Clubs (read-
ing rooms in the strict sense of the
word) are a very characteristic insti-
tution of our national culture. They
appeared spontaneously over a century
ago as a desire for national self-pre-
servation in the dark years of Ottoman
yoke, when the ethnic integrity of the
Bulgarians was placed under a severe
trial.

In those days the few existing Bul-
garian books were considered the peo-
ple’s most cherished possessions, They
were spread far and wide, read and re-
read and copied by hand until in
1856 the first voluntary uniong of
- % book lovers eager for enlightenment ”,
the so-called library clubs or reading
rooms sprang up. -

- How these “ unions” originated may
be.seen by the constituent protocol of
the Svishtov Library Club issued on
January 30, 1856, which states that five
patriotic Bulgarians * after they had
listened to the deeds of their ancestors,
and a great fire had been set aflame in
their hearts, made a sacrifice every one
according to his possibilities in order to
found a Bulgarian library club, which
was to be a library and a museum.”

~* PATRIOTIC VENTURE

This is. what we read in the pro-
gramme of this library club: “To
create a town library, which is fto
supply books, newspapers and periodi-
cals in Bulgarian, Russian, French,
German and other languages; to col-
lect old manuscripts, old books and
coins ; to aid able young people to get
higher education abroad, after which
they,are to 1eturn to their country and
serve their people; to aid Bulgarian
men of letters to print their works, de-
signated for youth.,”

Other library clubs were also creat-
ed throughout thé country. They
carried on extensive educational and
cultural and also revolutionary activi-
ties, and were closely connected with
the life, ldeals and struggles of the
Bulgarian people, This revolutionary
tradition they preserved after Bulga-
ria’s liberation from Ottoman bondage
(1878). During the years of fascist
reaction these cradles of culture and
education remained centres of the pro-
gressive forces and considerably con-
tributed to the fight against fascism.

BEASONS OF PROGRESSIVE
CULTURE -

For a whole century they were bea-
cons of progressive culture, Through-
out their entire existence, they showed
exceptional vitality and usefulness, but
they developed to the full only after
the establishment of the people’s rule,
The stute showed great concern for
their cultural mission and generously
aided them with an annual subsidy of
15,000,000 leva, earmarked mainly for
the enrichment of the book stock of
their libraries.

In 1958 the number of library clubs
in Bulgaria was 4,394, ie., there is no
settlement without a library club.
They are the outposts of the cultural
revolution which is under way in our
country, They are the centres where
the final blows are dealt to the rem-
nants of ignorance, prejudice and age-
long puperstitions. ’ '

»AMATETJ‘R ARTISTIC GROUPS

Another proof of the extenslve
growth and consolidation of the library
clubs is the rapld development of
amateur artistic activities. Today,
there are 8,355 amateur artistic groups
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organised at the library clubs: 3,232
dramatic groups, 2,016 choirs, 549
variety groups, 396 orchestras, 161
ensembles, 1,535 dance groups, 303
children’s music schools, 78 literary
theatres and 24 art circles,

Over 220,000 young people take part
in the library club amateur artistic
activities, thus developing and popula-
rising the best tradition of our folk
singing and dancing.

The lectures, sponsored 'by. the
library clubs and the popularisation of

scientific knowledge, greatly aid the
formation of scientific and  atheistic
outlook in the masses and in heighten-
ing their labour activity, The local,
district and national lecture groups
consist of the best specialists.

Through the written and spoken word,
through amateur artistic work and
educational activities, the library clubs
carry on their fine traditions, energe-
tically and truthfully aiding the build-
ing of the new culture,

(Bulgarian Information Office).

PROFESSIONAL CODE

I give below the draft outline for a Professional code for Tea-
chers as received from the WCOTP for comments of the AIFEA. As
per decision of the Council meeting at Jabalpur, I am circulating
this among all members of the Council. Iinvite them to send their
comments on a separate sheet of paper as early as possible before

15th April 1960.

A DRAFT OUTLINE FOR A
PROFESSIONAL CODE
FOR TEACHERS

Education is the most potent instru-
ment available to society for foster-
ing its ideals and for ensuring ihe
growth of the free human being. The
school is the medium through which
society helps its young people acquire
the accumulated knowledge of the
agea and prepare to meet the chal-
lenges of the future.

Teachers have thus exacting res-
ponsibilities in helping the children
to grow to their full stature, and so-
ciety has corresponding obligations to
ensure to the teachers and the schools
the conditions necessary for the effi-
cient discharge of such responsibilities.

With a view toward understanding
the implications of these obligations
the teachers of the world formulate
the following code for the members of
the teaching profession, and record

4

D. H. SAHASRABUDDHE,
General Secretary,
AIFEA, Nagpur, M.P,

their hope that society will help them
to discharge their responsibilities in
accordance with this code, by ensuring
for them the freedom and social and
economic conditions necessary for their
~ffective observance.

In formulating this code, the Asian
Committee of the World Confederation
of Organisations of the Teaching Pro-
fession observes the following princi-
ples ;—- ‘

1. The primary purposes of education
is to develop citizens who are enlight-
ened, useful, patriotic and upright, and
who are capable of securing for them-
selves richer and fuller lives and for
the society in which they live progress,
peace and prosperity.

2. Universal education is the vehicle
of a democratic way of life -which be-

is capable of contributing to the eom=
mon good, : :
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3. The quality of education can be
meagured not only in. terms of the
amouni of knowledge transmitted from
accumulated wisdom of the ages past
but .also in terms of the provisions
made and.secured for a healthier, hap-
pier and more prosperous life dedicat-
ed to the hope and promotion of {he
welfare of the nation and the peace of
the world.

4. Since the outcome of the educa-
tional procéss is a reflection of the
‘ideals, purposes, preparation and con-
duct . of the members of the teaching
profession any of whom chooses teach-
ing as a carrier binds himself to live
and act in accordance with the ideals
and standards of the profession.

THE TEACHER AND THE STUDENT

In fulfilling the above stated obliga-
. tions it is necessary that the teacher in
relation to -his students should—

1. Understand that the students’ inte-
rest and welfare are his first and fore~
most conhcern,

2. Share responsibility with the
parents of his students, even acting in
loco parentis, in the task of shaping
each . students’ purposes and actions
toward the attainment of socially ac-
ceptable ends.

‘Ta carry out his responsibility the
teachers should establish friendly re-
lations with the ‘home by visiting
parents and inviting them to classes in
order to acquaint them with their chil-
dren’s progress in school and seek their
co-operation in solving individual
pupil behaviour problems, and in eva-
luating pupil progress in certain as-
pects of their personality development.

- THE TEACHER AND NATION
. BUILDING

The teacher in his role as dissemi-
nator of democratic ideas and ideals
and as an example. of the democratic.
way of life should— : :

- 1. Display no biases in dealing with
the . students of different physical,
mental, or emotional characteristics,
or of different political, social, econo-

mical, racial or religious persuasions

recognising that children are different
from one another,

2, Believe in the efficacy of co-
operative action and group, thinking
and seek to enable his students to
attain competence in their use in the
solution of problems affecting their
daily lives both in and out of school.

3. Develop in his students positive
attitudes and create practical situa-
tions for them to enable them to ex-
perience fidelity to all forms of duty
which demand courage, self-denial and
devotion to freedom, serviceableness,

toleration and social justice.

The teacher in the discharge of his
responsibilities for the future of the
nation should —

1. Think of raising the cultural level
of the community as his immediate

.concern, since the children under his

charge and guidance are part and
parcel of that community,

2. Simulate creativeness in his stu-
dents to the end that they may dis-
cover better ways of doing things.

3. Instill in his students, as well as
in the people of the community the
idea that all occupations are dignified
and honorable so long as they are
suited to the ability of the individuals
engaged in them and so long as there
is a continuous effort on their part to
improve the quality of their service.

THE TEACHER AND HIS
PROFESSION

The 1leacher as a member of the.

teaching profession should-—

1. Embrace his calling with zeal and
devotion focussed toward the better=-
ment of mankind, placing service
above all other considerations.

2. Improve, himself professionally
through continual study and research,
reading professional literature, atten-
dance at conference workshops, semi-
nars and vacation classes and travel.

3. Encourage capable individuals to
enter and remain in the profession.

- 4. Participate actively in educatio~-
nal planning and do his utmost to
implement the decisions thereof,
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5. Maintain active membership in
organisation dedicated to the profes-
sional growth and social welfare of
teacher.

THE TEACHER AND HIS RIGHTS

In due recognition of the many de-
mands which the above stated obliga-
tions and responsibilities make upon
any member of the teaching profes-
sion, the teacher is guaranteed the fol-
lowing rights:

1. To be assured of a salary scale
in Eeeping with his qualifications, h§s
place in society, and the dignity of his
profession that will enable him tp
meet his growing obligations to his
family and lead a life compatible with
his role and responsibilities.

2. To be protected from those who
wish to enter the profession at lower

pay.
3. To be protected from harass-

ment caused by pressure from_ fac-,
tors outside the school organisation.

4, To perform his official duties
under good working conditions and
be provided with an adequate supgly
of materials of instruction and equip-
ment.

5. To have sufficient time for rest
and relaxation, for attending to his
personal affairs, and family duties, and
{or his professional growth.

6. To have the freedom to express
his opinion, particularly on educatio-
nal matters.

7. To have an adequate old age pro-
vision to enable him to live in com-
fort in his retirement.

8.-To promotion to higher cadres it
qualified, upon recommendation by the
proper autharities or by application.

9. To be given opportunities for in-
service training during the school
vear, such as teacher intervisitation,
attendance at seminars, conference and
workshops in keeping with his speci-
fic teaching assignment,

IMPLEMENTATION

Each national Organisation shall
take adequate steps: ‘

1. To propagate the contents of this
professional code for Teacher.

2. To make the members conscious,
of the importance of its provision.

3. To study cases of alleged vio-
lations of this code and take appro-
priate action.

OUR BOOKSHELF

READING TO SOME PURPOSE —
Book 7.: By Ronald Redout.
(Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh-1. Price
3 sh. 9 d.)

This along with the previou§ six
‘books, some of which were reviewed
in earlier issues of the ‘South Indian
Teacher’ trains the children to read for
interpretation, - selection and accuracy,
for comparison, implication and appre-

‘ciation, for speed, for bias and discri-

mination. The long range aim is to
prepare the pupil to _be able to read
intelligently in adult life.

The books can be used for class,
group and individual work,

STORIES TO TELL TO THE NUR-
SERY : By Margaret Land. (Oliver &
Boyd, Edinburgh-1, Price 5 sh, net),

The fifty short stories are all for be-
ing told (not for being read) to smail
listerners whose ages range from
nearly three to nearly five, Catering
for many different temperaments the
stories will be particularly welcome in
Nursery classes.. ‘

The printing is on thick art paper
and the get-up is excellent. e

. C. R
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RB.C.C.C. HINDU HIGH SCHOOL,
Ll -TRI_VELLOREA

The Anniversary of the. Associated
Literary Association of the Rao Baha-
ng f_JCaIa\'ral_a Cunnan Chetty’s Hindu
High” School, Trivellore was celebrated
at the Cultural Association. Trivellore
at 8 pim. on the 21st Feb, '60 under
the presidency of Sri M. Shamadoss,
B.A, B.L, City Civil Judge, Madras.
Sri N. Appalaraju, B.A., B.Ed., Head-
master of the School welcomed the
President and the guests and read the
Annual Report of 1859-60. Srimathi
Rukmini Shamadoss distributed the
prizes to the winners of the various
Literary competitions. Sri S. Varada-
rajan, M.A.,, B.T.,, Assistant of the
School proposed a vote of thanks.

The boy pupills put on boards
“ Manonmani” a Tamil Drama and
“Lost Dog Recovered” a Telugu
Drama. "The girl pupils gave some
dance recitals, After singing of the
National Anthem the function came to
a. ¢lose. :

- RAMANATHAN CHETTIAR
HIGH SCHOOL, NACHANDUPATTI

The School Day and the Anniver-
sary of the Students Literary Associa-
tion of the Ramanathan Chettiar High
School, Nachandupattj were celebrated
on-Sunday, 24-1-1860 at 3 p.m. Sri P.
Suryanarayanan, M.A., Head of the
Department of Politics, Alagappa Col-
lege, - Karaikkudi, presided, Sri R.
Kaliamoorthy, welcomed the gathering,
Sri M. Parameswaran, M.A,B.L.L.T.,
Héadmaster read the Annual Report of
the school. In the opening speech, the
president stressed the need for dis-
cipline and character among the stu-
dents for their success in life, Sri B.
Namachivayam, B.A, (Hons.) Lecturer,
in Tamil, Alagappa College gave an
imspiring talk on “Women poets in
Saugam Literature”. Prizes were dis-
trikuted to the winners in various com-
petitions,

S - NEWS AND NOTES

TRAINING FOR COMMONWEALTH
TEACHERS IN BRITAIN

It was expected that by the begin-
ning of the next academic year in
October more than 400 additional
Commonwealth students - would be
going to the United Kingdom to take
courses in teacher-training institutions
with bursaries provided by the United
Kingdom Government covering ‘heir
tuipion fees and full maintenance,
This was stated by the Minister of
State for Commonwealth Relations,
Mr, 'C. J. M, Alport, in the House of
Commons on February 24, .

“This is more than half the existing
total of Commonwealth teachers
already receiving training in this
country ”, he said,

“Places will be available for these
students on a wide variety of training
courses at institutions throughout the
United Kingdom. Arrangements for
their reception and welfare wil] be
made by the British Council ”.

The Minister had been asked what
progress had been made in carrying out
the recommendations of the Common-
wealth Education Conference, held st
Oxford last July, with regard to the
training of teachers. — (B.LS.)

TI-?E P. 8. HIGH SCHOOL MASTERS'
ASSOCIATION DRAMATIC CLUB,
MYLAPORE

In aid of the Masters’ Benevolent
Fund and Poor Boys’ Midday Meal
Fund, the Masters’ Association of the
P. S. High School put on boards
“ Rana Raghupathi Singh”, a histori-
cal drama, by Thanjai Sri N, Viswu-
nathan on Saturday the 20th February
1960 at Sayi Kala Mandap, Mylapore,
This was organised by Mr, P. V. Rama-
swami, B.A.L.T., assisted by the Direc-
tor of Dramatic Activities, Sri R, Sita-
raman, B.A, L.T,

Sri V. Ramamurthi, M.B.B.S. of
Krlpa: Amateurs presided over the
function, It was largely attended by the
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parents and public. Dr. Ramamurthi,
the -veteran dramatist, greatly apprecl-
ated the performance and congratulat-
ed the dramatic party on its success.

Among the actors that impressed him
most was Mr. B, L. Chari who played
the part of Ghafferkhan whose expres-
sion of divided loyalty was considered
to be difficult to be portrayed by even
experienced dramatists,

It was a success both as an art and
as a source of income to worthy causes,
Out of the funds ecotlected the school
started the feeding of poor pupils from
9th March 1960, - It is reported that
nearly 100 pupils are being served free
midday meals every school day.

Here is an instance to show what
teachers can do by their own efforts.

' An Observer.

W.C.O.T.P. Asian Regional
Conference

' What teachers in Asia can do to
maintain and improve the physical and
mental health of the children eptr}zst-
ed to their care will be the principal
subject of an Asian Regional Confe-
rence scheduled for April 24-30 in
Kuala Lampur, Malaya,

The Conference is sponsored by the
World Confederation of Organisations
of the Teaching Profession (WCOTP),
which has invited representatives from
teacher organization in 27 Asian coun-
tries to attend.

The meeting will also discuss pro-
cedures and - programmes for a nine-
man Asian Regional Council whosg
establishment was approved in princi-
ple by the WCOTP World Assembly
last August. This Regional Council
will meet immediately afterward, on
May 1 and 2.

The Conference will also examine
relations between WCOTP and Uensco
at the international level, and between
each organization and the Unesco Na~
tional Commission in its country; a
report on salary negotiations machi-
nery ; implementation of a professio-
nal code for teachers adopted at the

1959 WCOTP Assembly ; and the work
of WCOTP subjectematter committees.

S. Natarajan of India, WCOTP Vice-
President, will act as Conference
Chairman,

The Conference will open with
addresses by the Prime Minister of
Malaya, the Minister of Education and
other Govt, WCOTP member organi-
sations in Australia, Burma,. Ceylon,
Hongkong, India, Iran, Israel, Japan,
Korea, Malaya, New Zealand, Pakistan,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
Turkey and Viet-Nam are expected to
send delegates.

Representatives and observers from
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Iraq, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Nepal
and Okinawa have also been invited..

The World Confederation of Organi-
sations of the Teaching Profession is
composed of 105 national members
and numerous associate members re-
presenting millions of teachers in 60
countries, Its purpose is to enable
members of the teaching profession at
all stages of education to exert an
influence corresponding to the impor.
tance of their social function,

It was founded at Copenhagen, Den-
mark, in 1952, in response to the de-
sire of three international teachers’
organisation to speak with a more
united voice for the teaching profes-
sion, It now includes two constituent
federations ; national associations ; re-
gional teacher associations; and inter-
national organizations that specialize
in the field of education.

Committees on education in Africa
and Asia were formed following a
WCOTP Afro-Asian Conference held in
Ceylon in April 1958. The organiza-
tion has consultative status with the
United Nations Economic and Social
Council. Unesco, FAO, and works
closely with other U. N. agencies,

Members of the All India Federation
of Education Associations desirous of
attending this Conference may contact
their local associations for further
information. o e

.



FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

TANJORE DT. TEACHERS' GUILD .

Proceedings of the General Body
meeting of the Tanjore Dist, Teachers’
Guild, held in the K. G. S, High School
Aduturai on Saturday the 12th Decem:
ber, 1959.

._Sn S, Natarajan, B.A,, L.T., presided.
Srf T. P, Sr{nivasavaradan, M.L.C, and
Sri M. Doraiswamy, Co-ordinator, Uni-
versity Extension Services Annamalai
University were present,

Sri A, Gopala Iyer, Headmaster
K. G. S. High School, Adutura; wel-
com(_ed the gathering, Sri J, A. Payulraj
President of the Guild welcomed the’
members on behalf of the Guild,

Srf .S. Natarajan spoke about the
condition of teachers in other countries
In England and France teachers aré
well looked after in their old age and
they are not left to suffer. There is
Free and compulsory Education up to
the age of fifteen, There are different
schools for various age groups, Tea-
chers are .given ample facilities to ad-
vance their educationa]l qualifications
and they are given not only study
leave but their expenses are met by
the Government. He appealed to the
te:achers to be united under one orga-
nisation -~ the 81.T.U,

Sri S. Balasubramaniam, General
Secretary of the Guild in his report
said that there were only 53 schools on
the rolls and many schools have not
cared to become members in spite of
many requests and reminders, He said
that the Golden Jubilee of the Guild
falls next year and that it should be
ce)ebrated on a grand scale,

Sri M, Doraiswamy, appealed io the
teachers to make use of the ample faci-
lities available with the Extension Ser-
vices. :

The following were elected office-
bearers for the year 1060-61 :—

President: Sri J.° A, Paulraj
j‘};g,;r;gr;i« Principal, C. S. I. Higlﬁ
Schoof; Wegapatam,

Gdeneral Secretary : Sri A, R Soina-.
sundaram, B.A., B.T., Veludayar High
School, Tiruvar;u'. ’ ver e

Representative of the S. I. T. U.:

Sri A. Paul, Headmaster, Bl j
School, Tanj,ore. ' ke Hgh

RESOLUTIONS

' 1. Resolved to reiterate the resolu-
t10n§ regarding the House Rent and
Medical Allowances to all categories of
teachers and the non-teaching staff.

2. Pension for all, including the non-
teaching staff was requested,

3. A resolution felicitating Sri S
Ramiah, BA,LT., of the K. G. S.
High School, Aduturai on his sixty-
first birth-day was passed, He has

been an enthusiastic member
oen, : ber of the

. 4A resolution felicitating Sri T. P.
Sl‘n}xvasavaradan, President, South
In_dla Teachers’ Union on his return
Wlt.h experience from his tour of the
United Kingdom at the invitation of
the British Council,

CHINGLEPUT DISTRICT
TEACHERS’ GUILD

At a mef:ting of the General Body
of the Chingleput District Teachers’
Guild held on the 30th of January '60,
g:ezre follt;w;ll,ilg were elected office-
bearers of the Guild for the ye: -
ing July 1960, e year end

President : Sri A, S. John
: . . son
MA,, LT, Headmaster and Corres.

pondent, St. Columba’s Hi
Chingleput, 'eh Sehool,

Secretary-Treasurer : Sri T. E. San-

gxaa;:?,_ hB.A., IE’I.T., Headmaster, Sri
rishna ission Hi

Chinelopa igh School,

Representatives to S.IT.U.: i
S. Kanakaraj Elias, B.A,,L.T,, i‘ieascﬁ
master ang Correspondent, Corley H. S
Tambaram, 2. Sri S, Varadaraja Iyen’-,
gar, M.A.B.T., Asst. R. B. C. C. C
High School, Trivellore. '

L.

EDITORIAL

THE BUDGET

While teachers will find poor con-
solation in the statement found in the
budget speeches that Government will
have to find additional funds to meet
any increased cost of salary and allo-
wances that the Pay Commission
would recommend, the budget on the
whole is a record of progres:. The
State has made appreciable progrgss
in elementary, secondary and techni-
cal education. But one is constrained
to note that the anxiety of the GGov-
ernment was more to keep the pro-
gress under check than to stimutlate
it. The general awakening among the
people to give their children the bene-
fits of education is responsible for an
increase in enrolment and for a longer
stay at school. Government have by
imposing restrictions on the number
of additional classes to be opened in
elementary and secondary schools may
well be said to have succeeded in
increasing the number of pupils per
teacher, thus adding to the burden of
the teacher and contributing not a
little to the fall in standards. The pro-
vision of 1765 additional classes in
secondary schools for the year 1960-
81 is a case in point. The same num-
ber of classes were permitted to be
opened in 1959-60. During the cur-
rent year, the number has to be
doubled if we are to provide for the
retention of these pupils and yet take
the large number of pupils that will
be seeking admission.

We trust that the Government will
not just take a complacent attitude in
as much as they have reached the p}an
target but will have a realistic view
of the situation and permit the open-
ing of new classes as they feel the
Jemand when the new school year
begins.

" The discussion on the budget in
both the houses of Legislature reveal~
ed the anxiety of the public to give a
fair deal to teachers. We trust, when
the Pay Commission’s Report is ready,

»
N

Government will take note of this
public feeling and pass orders that
will recognise teaching as a technical
job deserving of special treatment.
We also hope that the many inequa-
lities that are now allowed will be
done away with and that the princi-
ple of ‘Equal Work — Equal Pay’
will be adopted in fixing the scales of
salaries of teachers working under
different categories of management.
Free medical aid for the tea-
cher and his family and house rent
allowance have not so far been grant-
ed in respect of aided school teachers.
We hope that this request of teachers
would also be conceded thus ensuring
to teachers conditions in which he can
pursue his work without anxiety or
any sense of frustration.

THE BIENNIAL ELECTION

The biennial election to the Madras
Legislative Council from the Teachers’
constituency is to be held on Monday
the 11th April 1960. We are glad that
the Election Commission has agreed to
declaring that day a public holiday
and to have the election hours extend-
ed from 1 pm. to 3 pm. It is also a
matter of satisfaction that a larger
number of polling booths are to be set
up for the purpose.

The two sitling members Messrs.
T. P. Srinivasavaradan, President,
South India Teachers’ Union, and G.
Krishnamurthy, Secretary; S.LT.U,,
are seeking re-election. Sri M. I
Sargunam, for many years was Head-
master and Correspondent of the
Union High School, Coimbatore, who
was closely associated with the Coim-
batore District - Teachers’ Guild and
for some time Jéint Secretary of the
SIT.U., isslso contesting the elec-
tion. We abe sure that the electorate
will make the right choice. We only
commend to them the principles enun-
ciated by the Uhion as égrly as 1952
and appeal to them to go W% appio-
priate polling stations “and _ exercise
their franchise, ' :
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THE S.1T.U. COUNCIL OF EDUCA-
TIONAL RESEARCH

. Qur readers may bhe aware that in
accordance with the resolution of the
State Educational Conference held at
Mangalore in 1953, the Executive took
the initiative in setting up the S.I.T.U.
Council of Educational Research as an
autonomous body., It was registered
under #he Societies’ Registration Act
of 1860, as S. No. 2 of 1956 on the
16th January 1956.

The Council has its imembership
open to individual teachers and others
interested in research and to Institu-
tions. Individual may become either
ordinary members or Donors.  This
Council has been doing some study
into classroom problems of Education,
such as, the difficulties experienced in
the new structural approach to the
teaching of English, diagnosis in
Mathematics for children seeking ad-
mission in If’orm 1, ete.

We are happy that the Council has
secured a liberal grant from the Ford

N
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~(NEW TEXTBOOKS FOR STANDARDS V & IX

Submitted for approval to the Madras Textbook Committee

J.°F. Forrester { DAWN READERS
Book V for Standard 1X Re 1.90

. P. Srinivasa Varadan, ( PUDUMURAI VIJNANAM
- { For Standard V Re 110
For Standard IX Rs 2.75

NAVINA GANITA SARAM
For Standard V Re 1.60

For Standard 1X

General. Course Rs 2,25
'Compogite Coutse . . Rs 3.10

| { SAMUDHAYA VALARCHI NOOL ..
For Standard V. Re 1.75

Foundation to enable it to carry on its
activities in respect of the objective
study of classroom problems with a
view 10 improving the quality in
methods of teaching, for a period of
three years. The Council has now
drawn up a programme for the year
1960 which includes the study of the
organisation of practical activities in
respect of social studies, diagnosis of
the difficulties of pupils in mathe~
matics and suggestions for remedial
teaching, a study of the causes relat-
ing to the fall in standards, an inves-
tigation into the teaching of'mathema-
tics and science and a study of the
reading disabilities of pupils and pos-
sible remedial meusures,

The Council will need the help of
teachers and schools. It is our earnest
hope that the members of the Union
interested in research will enrol them-:
selves as members and that educatio~
nal institutions would also enrol them-
selves as institution members and in
all other ways extend their help to
the Research Council in its work.

SOCIAL STUDIES FOR STANDARD VIII

(FOR ENGLISH MEDIUM HIGH SCHOOLS)

s Suitable also for Anglo-Indian Schools.
% Approved by Madras Textbook Committee.

Part I — History Rs. 3.00
Part II — Geography Rs. 2.50
By

M. K. NATARAJAN, M. A, LT,

Dirp. in Geography,
Headmaster, National High School, Mayuram.

<% Tamil Editions also available.

% Books for Sid. IX in preparation.

MACMILLAN & COMPANY LTD,,
6, PATULLO ROAD, MADRAS.2.

Please ask fbr :

All Sorts of School requirements
in. Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Social
Studies, Geographical apparatus, Maps,
Charts and Models.

DUTTA SCIENTIFIC WORKS
5, Sunkurama Chetty Street, G. T\, Madras-

Phone: 55956 T

H

Branch: 3, Sri Ram Buildmgs, Jawahar Nagar DE“II 6.
Phone : 20383 T
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