


In an article  contributed  to
Indic  Quarterly  Sri Humaynn
Kabir, Central Minister for Lidu-
cation, devoles some space lo a
criticistn of the Swatantra Parly.
He contends that the basie ideo-
logical weakness of the Swatantra
Party lics in its “1)1:1(1“5; its main
emphasis on an clement in the
Indian character which is being
steadily weakened”™, and that this
makes it “essentially @ party of the
past rather than of the future”
What is this clement in the Indian
character 1o which Sri Kuahir
refersP It is the element of “indi-
vidual liberty and personal pro-
perty”, to put it in his own phrase.
He assumes that the Swatantra
Party emphasises this  clement,
and by doing so it strengthens in-
dividual values in its ideology and

" objective. The Congress, on the

other hand, we are told, streng-
thens national values. The argu-
ment by which the Education Mi-
nister arrives at this  gratifving
declaration is worth reproduction
in his own words:  “The steady
entry of the State into different
sectors of industry and conuinerce
and even more the acceptance by
the State of ncew responsibilities
of administration and service have
incvithbly meant a strengthening
of the national as distinct from

_the individual values.”

Why incvitable? Sri  Kabir
scems to have subscribed to the
extraordinary thesis that the ac-
ceptance by the State of new and
extended responsibilitics is in it-
self prool prima facic of the
strengthening  of national  values
so far as the ruling party running
the State is concerned.  Experi-
ence completely belies this thesis.

At the present moment, the State
under Congress anspices has taken
on lnd ceiling legistation with
the avowed object of  promoting
equality by distributing surplus
land to the landless. Much play is
made in Congress propaganda on
the national value of this legisla-
tion. But a little scrutiny reveals
the utterly untenable  character
of such a ‘daim. {In Madras State
sugarcane cultivation is exempted
from the operation of the proposed
ceiling Taw. Tt turns out that there
are very few sugarcane factories
in the whole State. The exemption
from cciling, applicable to sugar-
cane growers. though put in the
pluml for deceptive purposes, is
designed primarily to benefit a sin-
gle individaal, and that individual
is one who has richly eamed this
special discrimination in his fa-
vour with rich aid to the Congress
in its clectoral campaignsg

1 Waste of money on B.C.G. '

B.C.G. Vaccine, freeze-dried i
or liquid, made” in 'Madras or ‘
|

imported, T assert for the
hundredth time, is of no value
whatsoever. It is sheer waste
of precious public funds to
spend anything on this prog-
ramme. There will be just
as many and just as few cases
of T. B. among the same num-
ber vaccinated with Cooum
' water. If anyone object that
| Twho express this opinion am a
: lavman, I ask him to read the
| British Medical Journal of
\ June 6, 1959 wherein an article
| enticled < The case against

B.C. G finds the place of

J—

honour. —C. R. |

‘ditor : Khasa Subba Rau @
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APOLOGIA FOR CONGRESS

This is the sort of national value
which is found exemplified in
Congress practice, and the Minis-
ter’s  glorification of his  party’s
ideology must only be set down
as a hypocritical pretension  that
has no basis in fact. On the very
face of it, it is absurd to assume
that the entry of the State into
this or that scctor of activity is
presumptive cvidence of the na-
tional value of its operations. The
State covers a nation territorially,
but as an instrument for the exer-
cise of power it connotes no axi-
omatic implications of national
value. At the present moment the
State in Turkey represents the
despotic will of a single military
commander. If Sri Kabir’s logic
is to prevail, by the mere fact
that it has assumed new respon-
sibilitics of administration and ser-
vice, it deserves to bhe acclaimed
for the strengthening of national
values thereby subserved.

Sri Kabir’s division of Indian
character into individual and na-
tional on the basis of value for ap-
portioning it between parties  to
glorify one and deride another
according to his own choice, is a
distortion of historical reality, but
even that has not served his pur-
pose. We have scen to what a
wretched dimension of exclusive
individual favouritism the alleged
national value of Congress ideo-
logv has sunk in the case of the
Madras Land Ceiling Bill. Good
and evil remain mixed in the
springs of human behaviour, and
no nation’s character can be
twisted into permutations to suit
the requirements or sustain the
credit of any political party. That
an attempt like this should be
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made at all on behalf of the Con-
gress by one of its leading lights
betrays the moral instability and
unashamed intellectual perversion
to which that organisation has
sunk in its orgies of self-laudatory
propaganda.

In Rajaji’s leadership Sri Kabir
sees clarity of vision and power-
ful intellect but not the gift of
capturing the imagination of the
masses. Pontificating on national
leadership the Minister lays down
the dictum that an individual
achieves it “not only through his
own contribution in the direction
‘of the national urges but also
through his capacity to sense and
interpret the stirrings in the na-
tion’s subconsious and unconscious
mind.” Apparently Sri Kabir wants
to impress on his readers’ minds
the superior capacity of the Con-
gress for this sort of national lea-
dership.

But it is only a caricature he

has brought out illustrating the .

- effect of seeking to interpret the
stirrings in the nation’s subcons-
cious mind without intellectual
guidance and clear vision. Because
these stirrings ‘have been inter-
preted in this way, the immediate
quick returns of placating greed
and- hatred have been accorded
higher priority in Congress pro-
grammes than administrative jus-
tice with the long-range objec-
-tive of enduring popular hap-
piness.

The grand and pretentious
ideology of the Congress is only

a cover for selfish misrule, hypo-

crisy, corruption and deceit. It is
based on attitudes of hatred, and
the hungry are sought to be fed
on hatred instead of on honest

work. The Swatantra Par\ty has -

no use for any pretentious com-
petition which mingles greed and
hatred into expropriatory vote-
- catching campaigns. It seeks to
make a start in national renova-
tion with the restoration of ad-
‘ministrative justice, as it is con-
vinced that no paradise based on
injustice can endure. It is a tribute
to the moral calibre of the Swa-
. tantra Party that the Congress is
being forced now to make probes
+ into its affairs where previously
_ white-washing had been the rule.
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EASY IS NOT ALWAYS GOOD
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Turkey has furnished yet ano-
ther warning to lovers of demo-
cracy that there is a point of
misgovernment at which all power
crumbles like a house of cards.
The military have taken over the
governance of Turkey. As in simi-
lar cases elsewhere there is an
immediate promise of good gov-
ernment and a solemn assurance
that democracy will be soon res-
tored—when and under what con-
ditions rests on the standard of
popular character and stamina
prevailing.

] L] °

General Gursel has issued
advice that soldiers should ab-
stain from politics. It is a cruel
joke, coming as it docs from a
soldier who has displaced the
civil power. Probably it means
that the Dictator notifies that he
will deal severely with any at-
tempts on the part of other
generals to displace his authority.
Authority acquired by the ins-
trumentality of physical power is
bound to be in fear of displace-
ment and act cruelly against any
rival attempts.

L] L] °

It is a curious accident
—or is itP—that dictatorial re-
gimes are multiplying under the
Western umbrella. Of course in all
these cases there is the promise
to hold “free” elections as soon
as circumstances are favourable
and meanwhile loyalty to NATO
and CENTO is guaranteed. People
will be wondering how long these
Alliance organizations can hold to-
gether if they rest more and
more on nations living entirely
under authoritarian rulers. Things
look very firm in such cases and
negotiation is easier with them
than with parliamentary demo-
cracies. But appearances are not
always reliable and there may be
as quick and easy a second coup
as the one that preceded it.

o ° °

Personal diplomacy is easy
when both the negotiating parties
are dictators and need not wait

e

for parliamentary approval. The
inherent difficulty of the situation
in the rccent abortive at-
tempt at a summit conference
was the absence of this even
condition on both sides. Khru-
shchev was completely frec
to press for anything or agree to
anything. But Eisenhower was
not so free in that way. His great
personal popularity notwithstand-
ing, he could not be free to do
things without approval from the
U.S. Senate and from the unpub-
lished advice of the official hicrar-
chy that manages affairs in Ame-
rica. This unevenness of freedom
on the two sides was at the bot-
tom of the failure. Xhrushchev
innocently asks, how can I trust
the man who spoke so sweetly but
does so wickedly? The Russian
leader was wrong in appraising
the President’s personal character
on that basis and getting excited.
He was dealing with a person
who worked under restrictions
which he himself was free from.
He seems to have seen and ap-
preciated Eisenhower’s difficulties
when he had time to get calm
after returning to Moscow.

While dictators can nego-
tiate easily and come to terms
speedily, what is easy and quick
is not always sound. At any rate
in order to make negotiation easy
we should not seek to write off
democracy and encourage the
evolution of authoritarianism. Of
what use is peace if there is no
freedom for the people and if
peace rests on authoritarian rule?
Incidentally, our Prime Minister’s
holiday is marked bg' very um-
fortunate events wherever” he
touched. The press has been taken
over by Nasser, and Menderes is
in prison.’ Sri Jawaharlal Nehru
will no doubt return home a very
educated man and give an im-
pressive lecture to our people to
be vigilant and calm. It is good
to be calm but it is not easy to
be vigilant. Authoritarianism 18

progressing pretty rapidly.
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SWATANIRA PARTY
BOMBAY CHAIRMAN’S REPLY TO HUTHEESING

Sri Murarji J. Vaidya, in reply to Sti Raja Hutheesing’s criticism of
the Swatantra FParty in his letter resigning from it, writes: Sri Vaidya.
is the Chairman of the Organising Committee of the Swatantra Party in

Bombay.

From the outset Sri Huthecsing
seemed to be in two minds about his
own ideology. This was evident even
when he made his speech at thc ses-
sion of the Convention held on August
1 and 2 in Bombay in 1959. It was
evident that he could not forget his
loyalty to Socialism and while he was
apparently in favour of organising a
Democratic Opposition he did not secm
to realise what it mecant or how it
should be done. Ilis association with
the Swatantra Party has been in fact
brief because he was away from the
country for quite a long time now. He
could not attend the Patna Convention
of the Party for this reason. For the
last few months he took no active part
in the work of the Party in Bombay.
All the same, we may have liked to
have him as a friend and colleague.

His fear that “the programme of the
Swatantra Party if put in practice would
subject the Indian peoplc to economic
chaos and ruthless exploitation and put
off all hopes of peaceful economic de-
velopment” is merely an expression of
his brand of Socialism and has no rela-
tion whatsoever to the Party’s policy.
Chapter IV of the statement of the

VALUES

Planning in the large sense
must have a value base. Values
differ according to the philoso-
phy of life that governs a

ople. If we sit down, says

rofessor Adolf Berk, and
write out a list of values that
should be realised and then
arrange them in order of
priority putting first things
first, and secondary and non-
essentials down in the middle
and at the bottom respectively,
we get a ‘plan’. Our philosophy
of life must give first place to
a. life of freedom. Production
or distribution without freedom
suits Communism. It does not
suit India. Employment for
all is necessary in India.
State-production and distribu-
tion administered by officials
appointed to the purpose
cannot fit into the philosophy
of life of the Indian people and

is therefore unsuitable. -C, R.

Party’s policy states quite enough to
make all such {fcars bascless. The Party
stands for the fullest development of
the country’s resources through the en-
terprise and initiative of the people. The
Party does not stand for what is known
as ‘laissez faire’. It stands for frce en-
deavour regulated by such State action
as may bc nccessary for preventing and
punishing anti-social activitics and for
the protection of the weaker but useful
elements of society. The role of the
State is the vital one of creating aud
sustaining an environment in which the
genius of the people can fulfil itself.
The Swatantra movement is a revolt
from the total Statc-istn which the Con-
gress Party is implementing. 1t does not
stand for leaving weaker clements un-
protected or anti-social tendencies un-
checked.  But the interference of the
State for these purposes should not bhe-
come an over-whelming all-round state-
control crushing the initiative and free-
dom of the individual as at present the
Congress policy has done. )

The Party holds the view that plan-
ning must be carried on within the
limits of the Constitution and that the
proper organisation for planning the
affairs of the nation and submitting an
annual programme is the Cabinct res-
ponsible to Parliament and that while
the Government may resort to such ex-
pert assistance as it desires, there should
be nu other body making policies affect-
ing the life of the nation. The Party is
opposed to any cxtra-constitutional body
being vested with powers as has been
enjoyed by the present Planning Com-
mission largely because it is presided
over by the Prime Minister,

As regards Foreign Policy and De-
fence the Party believes that the ag-
gression perpetrated by Communist
China has created a new situation and
that the concept of non-alignment in
relation to China has no meaning ex-
cept surrender to aggression. It is not
quite clear wherein or how Sri Huthee-
sing differs from this position beyond
his vague attachment to the Prime Mi-
rister’s policy of non-alignment without
reference to the present situation.

Sri Huthecesing was free to leave the
Party which he voluntarily and freely
joined at its very inception without
making unfounded statements to con-
fuse the general public.

3
MASTER TARA SINGH

It is easy ex parte to formulate
apprehensions to justify the use of
powers to detain without trial
those whom one does not like. But
these ex parte pronouncements are
unconvincing, India’s international
reputation in respect of the Rule
of Law has been badly damaged
by the unwise and highhanded
action of the Punjab Government
arresting Master Tara Singh and
ordering his ‘detention’ without
trial in a close prison. The issue
of Punjabi Suba is different en-
tirely from the issue of whether
this repression is justified. In fact
those who opposc the Suba should
be the first to disapprove of the
application of the Preventive De-
tention Act to a political move-
ment. It is wrong in itself and is
a very bad precedent.

Those who were in the carlier
stages of the struggle for Inde-
pendence and were old enough to
understand values apart from a
mere spirit of revolt and adven-
ture had occasion to appreciate
the wonderful part the Sikhs and
in particular the Akalis played in
that great campaign. They must
be sad today to see how the Gov-
ernment is dealing with them for
making a demand which, whether
it is conceded or not, it is certainly
legitimate to make.

This sort of repression is
not the way to nurse unity
and loyalty at the frontier
or to {impress potential -enemies
with our strength of resources for
defence. From this point of view
no worse choice could have been
made than selecting the Sikh com-
munity to bear the brunt of arbi-
trary authority. —CR.
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SIDELIGHTS : :

Sri Anantharama Dikshitar of
Sengalipuram has been expound-
ing Ramayana in Kalki compound.
The present series commenced
forty days ago and will be com-
pleted this Friday. But there is no
rest for Sri Dikshitar. The eid ot
one series is for him only the
beginning of another. For two
years now he has been giving the
benefit of his unique exposition ot
Hindu epics to one suburb after
another of this large city, in bet-
ween occasional tours to more dis-
tant places on account of invita-
tions, frequent and insistent, that
could not be denied. Sri Dikshi-
tar’s cultural empire is now co-
terminous with all of India’s ter-
ritory where Hindus dwell who
can understand Tamil.

It was at Triplicane that I lis-
tened to Sri Dikshitar for the first
time. 1 accompanied Sri Rajaji to
the place of meeting. Rajaji is a
little apprehensive ot the effect of
a crowd on the air we breathe,

. and he likes to avoid mixing with
large concourses of people in
closed enclosures in densely popu-
lated regions. So he was not too
ready at first to attend Sri Dikshi-
tar’s discourse and I believe it was
my pleading that overcame his
hesitation. A single attendance
was enough for him to get .into
the spirit of the thing. Thereafter
unless prevented by illness, or
other insuperable reason, he never
stayed away even for a day.
Rajaji’s regular attendance as a
Dikshitar-listener and his occa-
sional five-minute commentaries
on the text and teaching have had
an exciting effect on thousands of
others. It is as if the public taste,
which used to delight in ultra-
modern agnosticism, has been
moulded into a new and different
morale, and religion itself, till lately
derided as unfashionable, has once

again recovered its traditional .

status of respectability.

A towering presence leavens a
- whole multitude with a little of its
quality, and Sri Dikshitar, sensi-
tive *to the nuances of pervasive

influence in the atmosphere, has
often acknowledged with joy the
multiplied importance and ‘signi-
ficance derived by his own work
from Rajaji’'s mere presence. He
felt that a million people listened
to him through this one man. Even
at lower levels, audience-reaction
is a vital contributory element in
shaping the character of a spea-
ker's thought and expressioi.
Specch is not complete until it has
found a listencr. The listener
completes the circle of expression
by transmuting art into litc again.
Varieties of listencrs, congregating
in different places, have with their
varying qualities of receptivity,
given to Sri Dikshitar’s teaching
multitudinous values., At Tripli-
cane, his listeners, mostly poor
and with lives laden with difficul-
ties, brought ready-made menta-
lities to absorb with gusto un-
limited doses of bhakti. At Kotwal
Bazaar it was a community of mer-
chants and they went in for doc-
trines that repaid rectitude with
prosperity. They were attracted to
virtue in the proportion of the
price it ultimately paid to the prac-
titioners. In Mylapore the people
were wealthier and more sophisti-
cated and seemed to take Sri Dik-
shitar’s God and things of the Spi-
rit through an intellectual filter
that they “could not wholly
cast away. At Kilpauk, the
larger number were women
decorated in fascinating colours
and children without a care
in the world. They had the
joy and attractiveness of their
kind, God being to them the Giver

~of all things to Whom is due as

devout offering all that belongs to
man. The atmosphere here was
one of plenty and liberality, hap-
piness and competitive salutation.
Here the adoration of Sri Dikshi-
tar is as of a divine deputy, and
the very ground he treads on is
kissed reverently by his faithful
devotees. :

Though each may take from Sri
Dikshitar what may most suit his
mood, the general pattern of his
teaching has little in it of expe
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dient casuistry. On the other hand,
an unbroken continuity of princi-
ple runs through it all, like a sus-
taining string. Sri Dikshitar is
fond of repeating again and again
the Mahabharata story of how
Gandhari blessed her son Duryo-
dhana on the eve of the Kuruk-
shetra war. She said that truth and
dharma go together, and where
dharma is, there God’s grace also
is, and victory is sure to follow.
Sri Dikshitar has made out of
thesc three, satya, dharma and
God’s grace, the basic objectives
of the Hindu way of lifc and
offered it to us as the grand mes-
sage ol the epies and the scrip-
tures and the Vedas. It is the
burden of his song that this can
be learned and practised only with
the help of the good and the great
who can be considered to be the
modern  representatives of - the
ancient sages of the Hindu faith.
The Ramayana or any cpic of
the moment that  Sri Dikshitar
happens to discoursc on, is to him
only the starting point in the pro-
gramme of the day. There is no
limit to the expanse he can tra-
verse. His knowledge is oceanic.
He knows by heart everything
worth knowing in Sanskrit, and out
of it all he has fashioned a reper-
tory of stories conveying the main
substance of their teaching, The
stories are driven home with re-
levant recitations in the original.
With his magnificent intonation,
the sound itself of the recitation
lives in the listener’s memory as a
joy for ever. One of Sri Dikshi-
tar’s stories about Ravana tells
how all thought of evil fell away
from the mind of the rakshasa
when he merely put on the dis-
guise of Sri Rama. If the infec-
tious power of virtue even if put on
as an appearance is so great, what
is orf® to say of the potent influ-
ence of genuine devotion? In Sri
Dikshitar, preoccupation with God
is continuous, the only change
being from study to meditation
and from meditation to exposition.
It is no wonder therefore that the
perfection of qualities caused by.
such unceasing immersion in holi-
ness should have made him one
of the most powerful influences for
good in our time. —SAKA.
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A JACK OF ALL TRADES
FROM A CORRESPONDENT

Mr. E. H. Potter, who fre-
quented India House in London
some years 4ago, Wuas an  excep-
tionally talented individual; a
real jack of all trades, and at least
in Mr. Krishna Menon's view, a
master of them all. Whenever
there was a contract i the offing,
Mr. Potter was prompt to call at
India House for an interview with
Mr. Krishna Menon, then our High
Commissioner,

Jeeps, arms, ammunition, bom-
bers, steel plates, whisky (fpr the
Indian Army), the acquisition of
the Gaiety Theatre for the expan-
sion of India House—it did not
matter what the quest was: Mr.
Potter waus ready and willing to
take ou the job.

The jeeps contract was only one
of several trausactions. In 1948,
the Government of India was in
urgent need of jeeps and arms and
ammunition, Both Hyderabad and
Kashmir were causing worry to
the Government, and thc Detence
Ministry in New Delhi was fran-
tic in its efforts to secure {rom any-
where in the world such equip-
ment on a large scale.

Mr. Krishna Menon offered to
come to the Ministry’s rescue and
worked, not through the usual
channel of the Indian Stores De-

artment attached to his oilice in
London, but through Mr. Potter.
2000 jeeps, he was told, were
urgently needed for the police ac-
tion in Hyderabad.

Mr. Potter was, of course, pre-

ared to supply them, but dictated
Eis own terms. He had no money
and was not going to be bothered
by the normal formalities of a pe-
nalty clause, etc; these had to be
waived to his advantage. “Anti-
mistantes” (his firm) had practi-
cally next to no capital. Mr. Kri-
shna Mecnon advanced to him
£81,000 in August 1948 to facili-
tate purchase of the jeeps. They
would only be reconditioned jeeps,
said Mr. Potter—but, really, he
assured the High Commissioner,
as good as new. The Defence Mi-
nistry, being completely in the
dark as to the details of the con-

tract, asked if with the jeeps
would be made available three
years’ spares. Mr. Potter was, as
usual, prepared to undertake their
supply as part of the contract.

The dates of the different evo-
lutionary processes of the contract
are very interesting. It was signed
in London in July, 1948. Usually,
the Ministry, on whose behalf the
High Commissioner in London
acts, is supplied with a copy of
the contract as soon as it has been
finalised. But in this case, despite
several reminders, the Defence
Ministry could not obtain one
until the following Februare'.

Meanwhile, the terms of the
contract kept changing every few
weeks (and always in Mr, Potter’s
favour) after its acceptance by
both parties. Mr. Pottcr did not
favour the jeeps being inspected
by the usual inspectors of the
High Commissioner’s office: he
preferred “Hunts”, and Mr. Kri-
shna Menon gave his approval to
this departure from normal prac-
tice. “Hunts”, it was agreed, would
inspect every jeep before its des-
patch to India. In fact, the
£81,000 advance was made on
the assurance that 500 jeeps were
ready for shipment to India-and
“Hunts” would certify every one
of them.

But no jeeps left on that date
the European port from which
they were to be sent to India. Mr.
Potter sought another alternation
in the contract; could a new firm,
“Lloyds”, take the place of
“Hunts” as the inspecting agency?
Permission was, of course, readily
forthcoming. Was it necessary,
then asked Mr. Potter, encouraged
by this concession, to inspect every
jeep? It seemed (to him) such a
needless formality; would not a
ten per cent random inspection be
really adequate? Yes, of course,
said Mr. Krishna Menon.

By October 1948, the resistance
in Ayderabad had collapsed, and
the Defence Ministry was no lon-
ger in such a desperate need.
What was happening in London
between Mr. Krishna Menon and
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Mr. Potter was a well-guarded
secret, even from the Ministry.
Before the end of the year (1948)
another advance was made to Mr.
Potter by Mr. Krishna Menon to
enable him to fulfil the terms of
the contract, the total being
£172,000.

At long last, in March 1949,
the first lot of jeeps, 155 in num-
ber, arrived in Madras. And what
jeeps they werel The Defence
Ministry sent its technical expert
from New Delhi to inspect them.
In his grading, A meant excellent,
B was good with minor repairs,
C stood for serviceable with a
good deal of repair; but D meant
in need of thorough overhauling,
while E was fit for scrapping. The
report was a shock to the Defence
Ministry; no jeeps were in A or
even B and a small number in C;
but the majority were in D or E.

Another shock was in store,
The expert asked Mr. Potter’s re-
presentative (in whose presence
the inspection was carried out)
for the spares. There were none.
The Ministry expert produced the
list of standard spares which the
Ministry had innocently believed
(not having been favoured with a
copy of the contract for seven
months), would accompany the
shipment.

Mr. Potter’s fepresentative de-
clined to accept the Ministry’s list;
the cost of spares, as specified in
it, would mount to £200,000 while
the contract had mentioned spares
whose cost would not exceed
£20,000.

That, however, was not the last
of Mr. Potter for the Defence Mi-
nistry. It had, earlier, asked for
rifles and ammunition for use in
Kashmir (before the conclusion of
the cease-fire agreement in Janu-
ary 1949). Mr. Krishna Menon
entered into a new contract with
another firm (Knott and Co.) for
this equipment worth nearly £2
million, its issued capital being no
more than £100! The Defence
Ministry did not know at the time
that this new firm’s spokesman
was again Mr. Potter. It was only
told that if the supplies were not
delivered in India by the end of
1948, it could cancel the order.
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By January 1949 (after the
Kashmir ccase-fire agrecinent) the
need for the equipment had dis-
appearcd. ‘The alinistry instruct-
ed Mr. Krishna Mcenon to cancel
the order, since no supplies had
rcached India. Morcover,  Mr.
Potter's quotation was over £11
per 1000 rounds, while the British
War Oflice was able to get them
at less than £4.

That did not satisty Mr. Pot-
ter—nor Mr. Krishna Menon.
There might be, the latter said,
as a penalty for cancellation a de-
mand for £60,000 as compcnsa-
ton; bul Mr. Polter was gene-
rously prcpurcd to drop it, pro-
vided that he gol a new contract
for steel plates.

So a new Ministry came into the
picture, that of huﬁlstry and Sup-.
ply which wanted 24.0'00 tons of
steel plates for our Railways. It
was discovered (after the contract
had been made) that Mr. Potter
was as usual going to be the sup-
plicr. About £ 33 and ()_dd per ton
was his quoted price tor Belgian
steel, and the Ministry aceepted
his offer in March 1919, on the
clear condition that the supply was
to commence almost immediately
and be completed within a. year.

When nothing arrived in India
cven so latc as September of that
year, the Ministry cabled to Mr.
Krishna Menon to cancel the con-
tract. Just too late he replied, be-
cause only a day or two earlicer
he had committed himsclf to its
being irrevocable.

The steel plates finally started
arriving in India in driblets in De-
cember 1949. Mr. Potter was in
no hurry, as steel prices were tall-
ing all over Europe. An Austrian
firm (from whom he was actually
purchasing his requirements) was
willing to sell the steel direct to
India at less than £29 per ton—
more than £4 lower than the price
the Ministry had agreed to pay
Mr. Potter. But he brandished his
“irrevocable” contract in the Mi-
nistry’s face and proceeded to ful-
fil it all through 1950, at his own
leisurely pace.

That—and much more—is the
interesting story of Mr. Potter.
Precisely how much he got out of
India’s revenues, no one is likely

MISADVENTURES IN KERALA—II
| By M. KRISHNAN

Here is letter No. G1-5030/59
dated 8/18-2-60 from the C.C.L°,
Kerala, to me (as a meinber of the
Indian Board of Wild Life) in full,
faithfully copicd:

“Sub: Tour to Pcriyar sanctuary”

Sir,

The Kerala Forest department will
be happy to arrange a trip for you
in the Periyar Wild Life Sanctuary
as well -as in the Sunghom Range
forests (old topslip range of Madras)
for wild life photography if you are
agrecable to prepare a note on the
Fauna of Kerala and give the de-
partment copies of the successful
photographs taken by you in the Wild
Life sanctuary.

All accommodation and travel ar-
rangements within the forests will be
attended to by the Forest depart-
ment.

I felt flattered by the insistence
of the Kerala Forest Department
on a faunal note by e, but 1
could mot possibly accept this
offer, though I was very keen on
visiting the Sungam Range (only
later, in May, did T come to know
that it is no longer the wild-life
paradisc that it was once) and the
challenge of a long photographic
trip after wild life attracted me
powerfully.  For to accept this
offer would mean getting film for
about Rs. 800 (no easy feat), and
the spending of from Rs 1,300 to
Rs. 1,500 over and above the cost
of a fortnight’s study tour of the
Periyar Sanctuary; besides, a man
like me who makes his living so
very spontaneously cannot lightly
afford several weeks away from
professional work, and the several
weeks needed for the intensive
preparations for such a trip.

However, here was an unsonght
opportunity to do some ambitions
wild-life work, and 1 fclt T should
explore it further. So. 1 did the
only thing that a photo-journalist
can, in the circumstances. I asked
two editors if they would pay me
Rs. 800 for three features, illus-
trated with the picturcs T hoped
to get in Kerala, so as to enable
me to accept the offer of the

C.C.F, Kerala, in a modified form,
and this they gladly agreed to do.
On February 23 I wrote a very
explicit letter to the C.CF.,
Kerala, which, 1 pointed out, was
not in acceptance of his offer but
one secking a modification of its
terms. .

First I pointed out that as he
knew, no doubt, his government
had already arranged for a stay of
two weeks for me at the Periyar
Sanctuary, and promised free ac-
commodation, boat, etc., and that
it was not a photographic trip that
I had planned.  His proposition
was somcthing very different, and
attracted me, but first I had to do
my ecological studies at the sanc-
tuary. However, there was no

oint in prolonging my stay at
the sanctuary by weeks, and 1
could try for pictures along with
my field studies, extending my
stay there by a week if necessary
to get the photographs. T also in-
formed him that the photographs
would be the important thing in
the job he had su gested, and that
I would nced to iring;r a full bat-
tery of equipment including pro-
cessing kit, and all my cameras
and accessories.

I informed him that the costs
of such a photographic trip would
be considerable, and that a tre-
mendous lot of preparatory work
was also necessary, and asked if
he would pay me Rs. 700 to meet
a part of my actual additional ex-
penses.

I said that neither I nor any-
one else could, from a few weeks’
stay at twd places, write a note on
the fauna of Kerala, which was
distinctive  (especially in its avi-
fauna), but that I could do a note
on the Periyar Sanctuary, illus-
trated with photographs taken at
the sanctuary and at Sungam
Range.

I pointed out that while wild-
life photography, the way I did
it, was also a question of luck,
much work could be done to ex-
plore and create photographic
opportunities. Machans and hides

near trees in flower or fruit at-
tracting birds could, for example,
yield results; I asked if he could
arrange for such opportunities,
and specially asked if the red
silk-cotton would be in flower in
Kerala in April and Machilus
macrantha in fruit. I asked for a
riding elephant at Sungam Range.

Finally, I asked for a definite
and detailed reply by March 3,
whether or not my terms were ac-
ceptable to him, as I needed time
for preparations.

In his letter of 29-2/1-3, 1960,
sent by Express Deiivery, the
C.C.F. wrote that with reterence
to my letter he had “suggested to
Gevernment to sanction pavment
of Rs. 700 to cover part of” my
expenses, and that the sanction
would be intimated to me in due
course, that it would be enough
if I prepared “a note on the Peri-
yar Wild Life Sanctuary supple-
mented with other valuable infor-
mation you observe” (sic), that the
trees mentioned by me would be
in flower in April in Kerala (they
were not—both were far gone in
fruit), that “arrangements for bird
and animal photography can be
made as suggested and suitable
guide provided”, and that a rid-
ing elephant would be provided
at Sungam,

Note that though the payment
of Rs. 700 as a part of my actual
expenses was, to some extent,
contingent, the other assurances
were specific.

Nevertheless, to make assurance
doubly sure, I wrote to the C.C.F.
on March 8 to inform him that I
was accepting these modified
terms, that I had already made
arrangements for the filin needed
and had entered on other prepa-
ratory work, and that my wife
would, as usual, be accompanying
me as my assistant. I added that
we would be arriving at Kottayam
on April 2 with several boxes ot
fragile equipment needed for the
job and that I therefore wanted a
jeep and trailer, or other suitable
transport, to meet my train, to
convey us and the things to Peri-
yar—Kottayam is the railway
station nearest Periyar. I enclosed

& detailed and explicit note on
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the putting up of machans for
bird and wild beast photography
at Periyar and Sungam, and asked
for preliminary reconnaissance of
the areas, to enable me to start
on the job immediately on arrival.

On March 23, having had no
reply to the above letter (it does
not call for a reply, except as a
matter of courtesy), I wrote again
to the C.CF. to say that I had
booked the tickets and would be
arriving at Kottayam by the
Cochin Express at about 5 p.m.
on April 2, that I was a stranger
to the place and that therefore I
hoped that he would not-fail to
send someone to meet me with the
transport.

Some days later, having been
advised by a friend in the Kerala
Forest Service that courtesy re-
quired that I should write to the
D.F.O., Kottayam, to tell him of
my arrival at Kottayam, as he
would probably be making the
arrangements for my transport, I
wrote to Sri P. T. Devassy,
D.F.0., Kottayam, to say that I
would be arriving at his place on
April 2 at about 5 p-m., that I
had a lot of bulky, costly and
fragile equipment with me (came-
ras alone to the value of about
Rs. 14,000) which. could not be
accommodated, along with my
wife and me, in a jeep, and that
therefore I wanted either a jeep
and trailer or a truck. :

We arrived at Kottayam at
4-50 p.m., and got our luggage on
to the platform. A Deputy Ranger
met us, with a jeep. No, he knew
nothing about my having asked
for a trailer in addition, or a truck.
Asked how our things (very much
on display on the platform) and
both of us could get into a jeep,
he instantly agreed that this was
quite impossible, but then what
could he do, he was only a De-
puty Ranger, and what was more,
he had been sent by the Game
Warden at Peermade to meet us
and take us to Thekkady (where
the Periyar Sanctuary hegins) and
not by the D.F.0, Kottayam,
though the jeep was the latter’s.
I requested him to put me in

touch with the D.F.Q., Kottayam,
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and within five minutes he was
back with the D.F.O., Mr.
Devassy. I explained my predi-
cament to the D.F.O. and inquired
if he had not reccived my letter.
He had, but he had been asked
by his Chief only to spare me his
jeep, and there it was. I could
take it or leave it. That was his
attitude. I could understand nei-
ther his attitude nor his brusque
manners, and tried to reason with
him. Surely, I said, he could see
for himself that we could not load
ourselves and the things, costly,
fragile equipment liable to da-
mage if roughly treated, into one
jeep—after all, I had come there
to do some work, gratis for his
department, and had been as-
sured of transport. I had written
twice to his C.C.F. for adequate
transport, and also to him (Mr.
Devassy), and surely he would
agree ...... At this point Mr. De-
vassy grew suddenly more brus-
que and halted me. He was not
interested in all that. He had been
requested to spare his jeep, and
there it was. He didn’t see why
I was making all this fuss. He
would have me know that his
jeep had folding seats, and that
all my precious luggage could be
safely loaded intp it. At this junc-
ture 1 asked how we were to get
to Thekkady, if the jeep was to
be packed tight with the boxes—
1 hoped, against hope, that he
would atleast offer to run his jeep
twice to Thekkady. Well, said Mr.
Devassy, he would help me to
hire a taxi to take me to Thek-
kady, at my expense. When I pro-
tested and said that it had been
explicitly agreed that transport
Wx(ﬁlld b); prgrided, he asked, svl&)rith
heavy sarcasm, if I expected him
to pay for my taxi.

I saw no point in further pala-
ver with this hostile and unhelp-
ful officer, and wished him good-
night, Strangely enough, that only
served to firritate him further.
What! So I did not want him any
more? I assured him that if all
he could do was to say that he
could not help, I saw no reason to
detain him, and he left us in a
huff—taking his jeep, with folding
seats, with him.

-
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I requested the Deputy Ranger.
still with us, to get me some._ te-
legraph forms—I had the rather
unpractical notion of sending an
express telegram to the C.CF..
explaining our predicament and
asking him to rush mc help. 1
asked the station staft if there
was a train back to Madras the
same night, and learnt there was
not. When I returned from this
in%uiry I found that our things
had been shifted further up the
platform—my wife told me that
in spite of her protests, several
porters speaking Malayalam ex-
citedly had descended on the lug-
gage and moved it further up, to
clear the platform, and that the
gadget-bag containing my best
camera had been dropped. Thanks
to the heavy padding of the sides,
the lens was intact, but the cord
of the focal-plane shatter had
snapped, rendering my tavourite
Superponderosa hors de combat.
At this stage the Deputy Ranger
returned with the telegraph forns,
and helpfully suggested that the
trunk tcEaphone would be quicker,
and that there was a telephone
office at the station—a suggestion
which I welcomed. I went to the
telephone office with him, and
finally we had the C.C.F., Kerala,
at Trivandrum, on the line—at
6-23 p.m.

I told the CCF. who I was
and he began effusively with a
“Welcome to Kerala!”. I told him
that I had had a very fine welcome,
indeed, and was stranded at the
railway station due to lack of ade-
quate transport, in spite of my
two letters to him and a more ex-
plicit letter to the D.F.O., Kot-
tayam. I told him that the D.F.O.
had had the crust to suggest to
me that I could engage a taxi to
take me to Thekkady at my ex-
pense, and asked if his promise
to provide transport still held. He
said that it did, and T asked him
to rush me help from Trivandrum.
He asked me not to be unreason-
able, and to hire a taxi to Thek-
kady, in addition to the jeep and
assured me that he would ask his
Game Warden at Peermade to pay
for the taxi—or may be the said
Game Ranger at Thekkady. On
my inquiry he assured me that I

would not be asked to pay for the
taxi. I told him that I was a stran-
ger to Kottayam and did not know
where to look for a taxi, that
there was a Ranger by my side to
whom he could pass on instruc-
tions, and that I was handing over
the receiver to said Ranger. There-
after all I could hear, at my end,

was the one word ‘Sir’ uttered
from time to time by the Deputy
Ranger, in various tones ingica-
tive of alert and instant compli-
ance with the wishes of his
superior,

The Deputy Ranger told me
that he had instructions to get a
taxi for me, for which payment

would be made at Thekkady, and
that since he had to go 5 miles
to get the departed jeep, it would
take at least two hours for him to
get back. It was 9 p.m. by the
time we left Kottayam station in a
taxi, the jeep being loaded with
the less delicate of our things and
the Deputy Ranger.

see myriad men rise to work;

% build, %o wield the power of the sun?
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a new life

‘Do you not hear the entrance of a new theme?
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

A NEW ERA

By T.V.K.

Some time ago a Turkish newspaper
in Istaubul published a three-columnn
photograph of an elderly  coffechouse
philosopher sipping a glass of tea and
smoking a cigeratte—apparently  his
last. The caption said the picture re-
presented “bygone days.” It did in more
than one sense; for, a generation of
placid peace has disappeared in Turkey.

In the absence of their beloved coffee,
which is barred as an import, tea has
become the popular beverage of the
Turks. But even tea costs about Rs, 20
per kilogram (2.2 pounds). And in the
absence of freedom, agitation has
become a popular occupation—a costly
occupation, no doubt. It has cast in the
past month several people their lives
and many others their jobs.

In the demonstrations that began on
April 28 and the police action that fol-
lowed, about a dozen pcople lost their
lives and many hundreds were injured.
President Celal Bayar, Prime Minister
Adnan Menderes and many other mi-
nisters lost their jobs when they were
arrested last Friday, May 27, by the
armed forces. The bloodless (three
children were killed hy stray bullets!)
coup detat made many millions heave a
sigh of relief and joyous crowds danced
in the streets of Ankara to celebrate
the fall of the Menderes government.

It was indeed a nightmarish politi-
cal life that came to an end last week.
About two months ago when former
President Ismet Inonu, leader of the
Peoples Republican Party, was on a
political tour, the government asked the
army to stop his tour by force. In
orotest, three senior army officers
resigned and were arrested by the gov-
s:rnment.

About a month ago, a law passed by
he ruling Democrat Party majority in
he legislative assembly gave extraordi-
1ary powers to a special commission
nvestigating what the government
alled the destructive, illegitimate and
ubversive activities of the opposition
lepublican party. The opposition led
iy Ismet Inonu, declared the commis-
ion illegal. In an angry mood the De-
nocrats expelled Inonu from the assem-
ly for 12 Sessions. This triggered the
nonth-long riots which led to the mi-
tary taking over the cjvil administra-
lon. A new era has thus begun in
‘urkey.

Prime Minister Adnan Menderes,
xuberent, resourceful, energetic and
ptimistic, was the force behind Tur-
ish politics for the past ten years. In
pite of some small measure of mata,
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rial progress, Turkey is in a mess
today. “Shortages are the mark of pro-
gress,” declared Menderes once. Tur-
key had slightly benefited from twenty
months of the “stabilization programme”
recommended by western monetary ex-
perts in August, 1958. But in recent
months there has been a relapse into
painful economic maladies.

The 1960 budget, which is 22.3 per
cent higher than last year’s with no
increase in revenue, is far from balanced.
The Menderes government put” too
much empbhasis on big projects and
too little on consumer goods produc-
tion. The new road bridge on the
Bosphorus  would  cost about Rs. 24
crores, a shipyard at Istanbul would
cost Rs. 9 crores, a stecel mill Rs, 110
crores, and a shadowy project called
the cadastral air survey of Turkey would
cost Rs. 23 crores. Meanwhile, many
factory buildings put up at enormous
cost remained idle for want of raw
materials.

Turkey has an army of 500,000 men.
A population of 26,000,000 cannot sup-
port such a big army, in spite of the
very liberal assistance the U.S. is giv-
ing Turkey. Many people do not seem
to realize that the great Ottaman em-
pire is dead for all time and that it
is prudent to cut the coat according
to ‘the cloth.

One of the tragedies of Turkey is
that she has rushed from centuries of
feudalism into the modern industrial
age by skipping some of the interme-
diary stages of development. Com-
pounded with this disability was the
importation of a peculiar system of de-
mocracy, wholly alien to the soil, by
Kemal Ataturk who established the
Turkish Republic and ruled the coun-
try from 19238 to 1938. His chosen suc-
cessor Ismet Inonu, was beaten at the
polls in 1950, and obeying the popular
mandate, turned over power to the De-
mocrat party leader, Adnan Menderes.

The new Prime Minister believed
that Turkey needed him-and that he
was destined to lead Turkey to great-
ness. But his pompous programmes did
not bring much progress, although he
was able to get liberal funds from his
western allies. He got himself involved
in defence treaties with the west, and
Turkey’s northem provinces are dotted
with American bases. There is a big
radar station in Turkey which has been
used to observe Soviet movements and
which in 1958 tape-recorded a conver-

sation between two pilots over theix
fator-commyyrication  aystom.
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The U.S. has given the Turks more
than Rs. 950 crores in military and
economic aid since 1947. Italy last year
gave them a bilateral credit of Rs. 28
crores, and West Germany gave Rs, 24
crores credit. Turkey has also received
limited aid from the Soviet Union. A luge
sheet glass factory and Rs. 3-1/2 crores
worth of equipment have been given by
the Soviets, In fact, Menderes was due
to visit the Sovict Union in July.

Most of the aid reccived were used
to finance big projects of doubttul value
or to keep the army in trim. Even those
who were preparcd to forgive Men-
deres for rushing the economy of the
country too fast were less willing to
torgive him for rushing democracy
backwards.

The army has now promised to hold
fair clections and has entrusted the task
of making a new constitution to emi-
nent professors. It has announced  its
complete neutrality in the following
terms: “The army is not linked with
any man, wny party, or any faction.”
Turkey’s allics hope that there will be
yet another chance for democracy in
Turkey and that the youncer genera-
tion which brought about Menderes
fall would realize its tremendous res-
ponsibilities. The cry of hurriet (free-
dom) will ring hollow if Ismet Inonn,
the army and the intellectuals do not
bring peace and ecliminate corruption
and shortages.
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ViTHALBHAL PAILEL

Vithalbhai Patel had captured the
hearts of Lis countrymen as tew Indian
political leaders {espucially of the Gan-
dhian era) have dune. lic was practi-
cally unknown belore he entered the
Central Legislative  Assembly — the
ploughboy irom Gujerat who became
the first Indian President ot the Cen-
tral Legislative Assembly (his career
was a kind ot Indian version of the
transformation irom the log-cabin to
the White-House), the stormy petrel
who had originally played the role of
a Yarnell o lndian politics, the Spea-
ker (known as the President in thos'e
days) who upheld the traditions ot his
illustrious oflice with charm and dig-
nity and the tamiliar patriarchal tigure
with his Hlowing beard. llere were clear
labels to ideuntity a new type ot poli-
tician, the Guudhian hero, who was
engaged in a_ battle royal with the pr-
perial Government, using its own artil-
lery to defeat it.

Vithalbhai Patel was born on the
27th ot September, 1873, at Nadiad
and had his schooling at Karansad. But
his early career at school did not leave
behind it any immecdiate token of the
great reputation which was to come to
hitu almost unbidden in his later ca-
reer. In fact, he had passed the Uni-
versity  School  Finul  Examination  in
1891. Later, he had passed the District
Pleader’s Examination in 1893, prac-
tised for a while at Godhra before
switching on to Borsad (Vallabhai Patel
also joined him at Borsad). In order to
improve his prospects, Vithalbhai joined
Lincoln’s Inn and was called to the Bar
in 1908. This certainly gave him a good
start, since it enabled him to join the
chambers of Mr. Inverarity. However,
he was more interested in political ques-
tions and became a member of the
Bombay Legislative Council in 1913,
Among his colleagues in the Assembly
were men of such varied talents as Sir
Pherozshah Mehta, Sir Thrahim Rahim-
toola, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad and Sir
Raghumath Paranjpye.  In those df\ys,
the powers of the Council were limited
since the Govemor presided over it
and constituted the ultimate authority
in matters of procedure and the regula-
tion of debates. And it stands to the
credit of Vithalbhai Patel that he suc-
cessfully piloted the “Elementary Edu-

’VVITHALBIIAI PATEL, LIFE AND
TIMES by Gordhanbhai 1 Patel,
Price Rs. 25. Volumes 1 and 2, 1287
pages; Published by R. A. MORAMBAR,
864, Thalwdwar, Bombay-2.

cation Bill” through the Council and
the Select Committee.

As is well known, the most notable
event in the earlier days of Non-Co-
operation for which Pandit Motual
Nehru and C. R. Das were primarily
responsible, became known as “Coun-
cil Entry”, The idea was to obstruct the
Government from within the legislatures.
Vithalbhai Patel, who had distinguished
himselt as the President ot the Bom-
bay Municipal Corporation, entered the
Central Legislative Assembly in 1924
as Deputy Leader of the Swaraj Party.
It was perhaps a strauge irony of tate
that a person whose avowed purpuse
was to wreck the Coustitution ivund
himselt to be the fountain of constitu-
tional authority in 1923 when he was
elected President of the Central Legis-
lative Assembly. This was his finest
hour. As Mr. Chagla writes (in his in-
teresting Foreword) “the Assembly
over which he presided was one of the
most brilliant that has ever come to-
gether in the Council Chamber in the
whole history of India. Men like Moti-
lal Nehru, Jiunah, Paudit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Lala Lajpat Rai, Rangaswuaini
Aiyangar, Bipin Chandra Pal, Sir Chi-
manlal Setalvad, Sir Purushotamdas
Thakurdas, Sir Harisingh Gour were
only some of the names in the galaxy
who then adomed the Legislative As-
sembly.”

Soon after he was elected as Presi-
dent of the Assembly, he had changed
the ceremonial which was followed
when the Viceroy entered the House.
It was the practice for the President to
vacate his chair and sit among the
members during the period of the Vice-
roy’s visit. But Vithalbhai sat in his
chair and ¢ealled upon the Viceroy to
address the House. During Vithalbhai
Patel’s visit to England, the Earl of
Birkenhead (who was then Secretary of
State for India) refused to take any
official notice of Vithalbhai Patel’s stay
in London, since Vithalbhai did not
call on him first. Indeed, it was at the
intervention of His Majesty King George
himself that Lord Birkenhead agreed to
meet Patel. This little incident had an
interesting sequel. Vithalbhai Patel re-
fused to “take any cognizance of the
presence of Sir John Simon in Delhi”
since Sir John had not called on him
frst!  Vithalbhai had cancelled the
press passes issuced to the “Times of
India” and the “London Daily Tele-
graph” since the correspondents of
these two papers had published dis-
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paraging remarks about the chair. And
he also administered a rcbuke to the
Commander-in-chiet (Sir William Bird-
wood) since he was absent during the
time his speech was discussed in the
House.  Vithalbhai had also irritated
Motilal Nchru by handing over a subs-
tantial part ot his salary (Rs. 1,623) to
Gandhiji (to be spent on some construc-
tive activity). Motilal Nehru was upset
that he could not use it tor the Swaraj
Party funds. However, Vithalbhai’s atti-
tude was correct since it it had been
diverted to the Swaraj Party fund, Vi-
thalbhai’s ncutrality would have been
open to question.

It is rather unfortunate that Vithal-
bhai Patel was not able to realize his
two great ambitions. One of his ammbi-
tions was to be clected as the President
of the Congress Party. But this was
not possiblc since Gandhiji had cast
the die in favour of Vallubhai Patel.
And he also wanted to represent India
at the 'Round Table Conterence. Indeed,
the very idea ot convening such a con-
ference was mooted by Vithalbhai in
his conversations with Lord Irwin. As
Mr. Chagla says, “he was the architect
of the very idea of India’s political
destiny being moulded at a conterence
between British and Indian representa-
tives.”” But Vithalbhai could not re-
present India at the Round Table Con-
terence since the Congress had nomi-
nated Mahatina Gandhi as its sole re-
presentative. Soon after his resignation,
Vithalbhai was connected with a ‘fore-
ign cloth  boycott committee’, which
led to his arrest. Vithalbhai had com-
mented sarcastically “I have earned my
pecrage and pension”. When a Spea-
ker resigns his post in England, he is
elevated to the peerage and is also given
a handsome pension. And Vithalbhai
was awarded six months’ rigorous im-
prisonment!

Vithalbhai’s visit to the United States
(in 1932) was one of the highlights of
his career. He was officially received
by the Mayors of such important Gities
as New York, Boston, Worcester, De-
trolt, Chicago, Wichita, San Francisco
and Sacramento. This was hecause
America has always supported the cause
of Indian freedom. The Gandhian salt
campaign has been justly compared
with the Boston tea party. Indced, the
concept of American freedom has been
immortalized in Longfellow’s well-
known poem dealing with the midnight
ride of Paul Revere. Woodrow Wilson’s
sympathetic gaze over the Eastern
horizon and F.D.R’s contribution to
Indian freedom evoke memories of
Lafayette’s contribution to Amerl-
can freedom, Byron’s contribution
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to Greek freedom when he died at
Missolonghi and Napolean II’s impact
on Italian freedom, Vithalbhai Patel’s
speeches in America which advocated
the cause of Indian freedom remind
us of the historic letters that Sir Subra-
mania Aiyer and Lokamanya Tilak had
written to President Woodrow Wilson.

Mr. Gordhanbhai Patel writes in a

A little SUNLIGHT

soap for the washing !

SUNLIGHT SOAP WASHES WHITE AND BRIGHT
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ONLY THE VERY BESTFOR DOLLY! Nina
loves 1o dress her Dolly with the whitest and 'k
brightest of clothes. How docs Nina find so many
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a little SUNLIGHT. That creamy, ¢xtra lather
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dirt without any beating! Make SUNLIGHT your
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temperate style and his account of
Vithalbhai’s last days in Vienna (he
died on 22nd October, 1933) is parti-
cularly moving. The author has offered
us a painstaking and fully documented
study of Vithaibhai Patel’s carcer. One
cannot help recalling what Sir Wins-
ton Churchill wrote in his memorable
work on “Marlborough, His Life and

June 4, 1966

Times”, as we reflect on  Vithalbhai
Patel’s career—“The stern compression
of circumstances, the twinges of ad-
versity, the spur of slights and taunts
in early years, are necded to evoke that
ruthless fixity of purpose and tcnacious
mother-wit without which great actions
are seldom accomplished.”

—A. BRANGANATHAN,

A product of Hindustan Lever Lid.
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FEAR OF OPPOSITION
By S. Y. KRISHNASWAMY

It is thcoretically admitted on all
hands that an opposition is part of
the apparatus of democratic Govern-
ment, and that it plays a vital role in
presenting to the public through Par-
liament and otherwise the alternatives
available for achicving the goals of good
government. It is almost part of the
official machinery of government in
that it is a potential govermment and
hence  such expressions as  “shadow
cabinet” which means in cffect the per-
sons who are likcly to become Minis-
ters il and when the opposition party
comes to power, This responsible posi-
tion occupied by a political opposition
in a free country is not often realised,
and failure to realise it is a result of
political immaturity and incxperience.
It is also the result of certain histori-
cal antecedents to the attainment of
political freedom, in respect of countries
which have recently emerged into free-
dom from forcign rule.

Political incxperience can be cured
fully only by time. Till the major par-
tics in a country have had their turn
at being the government, the public
cannot get the fecling that every party
is a potential goviynment. In a coun-
try like Indin, in which the public
have scen only the Congress Party in

-power, the fecling that other partics

also have the same political status is
conspicuous by its absence. To a small
extent, the Communist Party has creat-
ed this fecling in a corner of India,
but largcly the public feel that the
opposition parties and the Congress
cannot be placed on the same foot-
ing. Partly, the question begs itself.
None of the opposition partics have
gained sufficient unity or strength to
command public attention. Till they
do so, they have little chance of achiev-
ing a numerous membership of the
legislatures. But they can do so, only
if the public have confidence in them.
This is like saying that one cannot
swim unless one gets into the water and
that one cannot safely get into the water
unless onc knows how to swim. How
is this vicious circle to be broken? Only
by the fissiparous minor oppositions
sinking  their petty differcnces  and
chalking out a major programme and
presenting it to the public through men
who command their attention. This is
a laborious task in a country which has
seen but onc party in power, but one
sces no alternative.

Political  immaturity and historical
causes join togcther. During the years
before the British rule, India knew

-only one form of government, namely,

monarchy. The existence of ancient re-
publics here and there is but chicken
feced for the research student, and the
glories of village autonomy a kind of
tonic for a suffering people. The con-
quest of other kings within the realm
was clevated to the level of a dharma,
preceded by such rituals as the horse-
sacrifice, and so the history of India
became a tale of warring kings. A sem-
blance of order was sought to be kept
up by elevating certain codes of con-
duct as being dharma above the cap-
rice of the monarch of the moment,
but how far the kings, backed by their
armies, showed respect for it, is again
a matter of doubt. One may speculate
as to how far the preoccupation of the
Indian intellect with the Hereafter has
been the result of the woes here below,
a kind of prospective optimism that has
made the present bearable.

When the British took over the ad-
ministration of the country, they brought
peace and order. In course of time, the
movement for political freedom csta-
blished itself in the country and an
opposition to the rule of Britain grew.
But this was not political opposition as
understood in a democracy. It was re-
volutionary opposition, a movement to
overthrow the established order, to re-
move the entire fabric of the govern-
ment. Naturally, the authorities con-
sidered such opposition to be treason
and treated the political movement for
overthrowing the British rule as beyond
the pale of law and order. When the
movement took a serious turm, it was
sought to be put down by means of
force.

Recent political knowledge of oppo-
sition to government in India centres
round this movement for the attain-
ment of freedom. The knowledge thus
gained continues to the present day.
The habit of censidering political oppo-
sition as being opposition to the gov-
ernment itself, and as being a dange-
rous movement against the established
order, has not worn off. This habit ex-
plains, to a large extent, the fear that
responsible citizens entertain in respect
of opposition parties. They think that
these parties are in opposition to the
government itself. The distinction bet-
ween the government and the party in
power has not permeated the political
consciousness of the Indian people.

The Congress sedulously fosters this
wrong view. While the leaders of the
Congress declare that they welcome an
opposition and profess to tolerate it as
a gencrous parent would tolerate an
erring child, in practice the Ministers
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throw out a threat here and a threat
there and kindle the latent fear in the
people. The powers of the State are
so wide at the present time, that it is
possible, with ostensible impartiality,
and merely by the exercise of the dis-
cretion vested in the administration, to
use severe financial sanctions against
the trading and industrial classes, on
whose contributions  political parties
largely rely. So we have the pheno-
menon of individuals privately saying
that they welcome the opposition and
at the same time praying that their
contributions may be kept sccret and
anonymous. One fears that the party
in power has also fallen into the poli-
tical error of considering itself to be
the government and not a government.

This error has entered the services
also. It is one thing for the services
to be loyal to the government of the
day. They have to carry out the poli-
cies laid down, after advising the Mi-
misters, at the formulation stage, of
the advantages and the disadvantages
of any line of action. But the officers
need not display party loyalty as some
scem to be doing. If the government
were wise, they should discourage such
zeal. 1t will react on them some day.
Nor should the Ministers use the offi-
cers and the machinery of government
for party purposes, like tapping tele-
phones and censoring letters, at the
same time saying in public that such
is not the fact. Al this surreptitious

- information-gathering is gencrally pur-

poscless in the end, as the history of
the Congress itself shows. The mass
will is not subject to the minor res-
traints of the administration.

The mistake is thus on both sides,
on the people as well as on the gov-
ernment of the day, Both have inherited
the same revolutionary tradition and
both have fallen into the error of mis-
taking the party in power tor the State
itself. It is difficult to think of a remedy
for this state of affairs, which augurs
ill for the future of democracy and
government by party, other than the
coming into power of other parties.
The Communist regime in Kerala led
to many disadvantages and dangers,
but it brought another party into
power. Perhaps that is to be the way
in the future also, not the capture of
the Central Government by an opposi- .
tion party, but the gradual replacement
in the States of the Congress by res-
ponsible parties which believe in the
democratic way of life and government.
A party that once enjoyed power is a
very desirable opposition because of the
responsibility that it will develop in
criticism, and the confidence ‘that it*v:vill'
inspire among a politically immature
and fear-filled. people. o



2 The starting point in
a distribution network is the
Installation. It consists
primarily of a number of large
tanks, a vast complex
of pipelines, a factory for
manufacturing containers, a
repair and engineering
workshop and other ancillary
units. A network handling
one million tons of product
(less than one sixth of
India’s current consumption)
would require an Installation
~ that would cover some
" 92 acres of land and involve
a capital outlay of about
Rs*240 lakhs. 99

Extract from a Burmah.Shell
publication

Installation foreman climbs &
10 gauge oil depth
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
RAJA HUTHEE SINGH AND SWATANTRA PARTY

Sir,—I was onc of those who parti-
cipated in the Preparatory Convention
of the Swatantra Party held at Bom-
bay in August last. At the commence-
ment of the second day’s private ses-
sion of the delegates, Mr. Raja Huthece
Singh came forward to place before
the gathering his views on certain mat-
ters. He prefaced his address by say-
ing that he had already discussed the
points with Sri Rajaji over-night “and
had surrendered his judgment to him”
but all the same wished to place his

_views before the dclegates, Sri Rajaji

intervened and said that he did not
want any one to surrender his judgment
to him as he was already over-burdened
and that Mr, Huthee Singh had cvery
right to his own views in the true spirit
of Swatantra!

The discussion was on Planning. Mr.
Iuthee Singh was trying to make out a
case for unrestricted State planning
through unlimited forcign aid and
foreign loans as opposed to rational
planning commensurate with the coun-
try’s own resources, capacity and urgent
needs, for which the Swatantra Party
stood. This was felt clearly to be an
attempt to push Socialism through the
back door and, except for a lonc voice,

"~ Mr. Huthee Singh was practically

shouted. down by the vast gathering
until Sri Rajaji appealed to them and
secured for Mr. Huthee Singh a patient
hearing.

Now Mr. Huthee Singh says that he
had expected the Bihar Convention of
the Party to clarify some of the doubts
he had expressed earlier on some ot
the points like industrial policy, plan-
ning, the State’s role in industry, Trus-
teeship and foreign policy and that he
is extremely disappointed with the
Party’s programame finalised at the Con-
vention. All the points raised by Mr.
Huthee Singh had been very carefully

- considered and discussed fully in the

delegates’ meeting and the Party’s
Manifesto adopted at the Convention
is the result of the deliberation of the
represcntatives of all sections of citi-
zens including representatives of labour.
The Manifesto is clear and precise on
all points. While Mr. Huthee Singh
has every right to hold his own views,
his difference cannot be due to lack of
clarity in the Party’s programme.

It is also apparent that Mr. Huthee
Singh has not read the Party’s Mani-
festo with as much care as he claims
to have done: for. if he has, he would
not have failed to note the words “with
adequate safeguards for the protection

of labour and against unreasonable
profits, prices and dividends in those
cases where there is no compctition or
where competition is not adequate to
sccure the necessary correction” when
complaining that the Swatantra Party
relied on freec compctition as sulflicient
safeguard against profiteering, high
prices, inadcquate wages, etc. There
is also no warranty for him to imagine
that the Manifesto odntemplates that
public utilities like water supply, clec-
tricity, etc,, should be left cxclusively
for private enterprise from the mere
fact that only the railway have been
mentioned as an item of nationalised
industry by way of illustration.

This is the gentleman who had pro-
claimed openly that he had surrendered
his judgment to Sri Rajaji! To the best
of my recollection Mr. Huthee Singh
did not even attend the Swatantra
Party’s Patna Convention where he
would have had every opportunity to
press his points.

Coimbatore P. S. Krisunaswamy,

ELECTION EN BLOC

Sir,—Under the heading Sidelights
in last week’s issue of SWARAJYA
one reads these words: “Am election
implies the verdict of a constituency on
a candidate. If it is to have any mean-
ing, each ‘voter has to exercise his
mind on each candidate ..... To present
a panel of ten candidates for election
to a committee of ten is a double

_fraud on freedom of elections.” These

observations are based on apiron reason-
ing and are eminently sound. It may
interest your readers to know that Sec-
tion 263(1) of the Companies Act, 1958
endorses your observations and runs
as follows: ‘At a general meeting of a
company a motion shall not be made
for the appointment of two or more
persons as directors by a single reso-
lution unless a resolution that it shall be
so made has first been agreed to by
the meeting without any vote being
given against it.

Egmore K. V. Iver.

LAND CEILING

Sir,—the Chief Minister of Madras
addressing the Tanjore District Ryots
Conference at Mayuram on Ist May is
reported to have said that a suitable
amendment would be inserted in the
Land Ceiling Bill, now under consi-
deration of the Select Committee, to
the effect that no single tenant should
cultivate more than 3 acres (including

¢ 15

his own land). This is stated to be
intended to make the land available for
distribution to a greater number of
tenants. This is being done obviously
with a view to catching votes for the
Congress Party at thc next general
clection and not with a view to maxi-
mising production.} In other words,
lands are to be distributed to paupers
and indigent tenants and not in ac-
cordance with the standards of efficient
cultivation and increased production.

We have experience of petty tenants
handling uneconomic holdings and
leading a hand to mouth existence. They
have ncither the capital nor the apti-
tude or the energy to do anything. The
little that they raise on the land would
not be sufficient to maintain themselves
and their family; consequently they
become habitual defaulters in payment
of fair rent. They pose the worst prob-
lems to the ryotwari owners. It is just
an invitation to the owners to make
a gift of the land and save themselves
the onus of paying kist to the Govern-
ment. The Government do not seem
to be actuated by a genuine desire to
deal just and squarely by all sections
of the people. When property acquired
justly under law does not get protec-
tion, then the Fundamental Rights
provided in the Constitution are of
little avail,

Bangalore S. Krisunaswamr.
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2 A PLAN WORTH CONSIDERING

ARter the sabotage of the
Summit canference at Paris, - the
prospect of any resumption of
negotiations hetween the East
and the West for avoidance of war

and preservation of world peace
“seemed to have been indefinitely

destroyed. But quite'unexﬁectedly
the Soviet Union has taken the
initiative I placing before the

_ United Nations a detailed plan for

disarmament. The logic of the
Soviet Plan is unexceptionable.

- They argue that today fantastic

sums are being squandered on
armaments. “Some types of modern
bomber aircraft cost more than
.their weight in gold. The arma-
‘ments race is becoming a senseless

waste of human labour and mate- -

rial resources.” The funds now
being spent by States for the pro-
" ductio accugiulation of wea-
would alone suffice, shys the
mian Note, “td put an end to
hunger throughout the world.”
Their proposals for saving waste

of resources on armaments are

sensible and forthright. There is
to be general and complete dis-
armament carried out in stages in
four years. Within this period all
stockpiles of nuclear weapons of
mass destruction are to be:des-

. troyed under international super-

vision. Armies are to be reduced
to the Jevel required for internal

licing. The U.N. is to maintain
an international police force to be
employed whenever ‘and wher-
ever necessary for the preserva-

“tion of peace. All armies’ and mili-
-tary installations stationed by any .
. ﬂdon outside its borders are to

withdrawn or liquidated. "War

. offices are to be wound up. These

measures, the Russians contend,
will save the world from war and

the threat of war and ensure that; .
mankind will live without fear in.

peace. L

Under the proposed Plan, the
international ‘ballistic missiles are
\to be first destroyed. ; As Russia

* enjoys a- reputed superiority in

this type of weapons, the offer to
destroy them indicates the volun-
tary surrender of a great military
advantage, and to that extent re-
veals indubitable good faith. The
Russégn' Plan cax;x._zptv but be ac-
cepted as very fair genuine
lm?ers of peace, and ?ﬁ'e Western
powers will reject them at their
own peril. By rejecting them they
would" enable Mr. Khrushchev at
one stroke to live down the. dis-
credit of his . arrogant: dntics at

. the Summit and establish himself

as a more genuiné protagonist of
peace than his Western Summit
partners. -

President Eisenhower’s ';open
- skies” proposal, scheduled to be

brought up before the United Na- -

tions, may be ‘considered to have
been already killed by the Russian
‘move. The open skies plan is-a
device for seouring facilities by
agreement for espiomage in fqreign
tertitory. So long as the armament

race goes on, there will be military’

secréts to hide, and the ndtions

concerned will not relish having

such secrets spied into by poten-
tial enemies whose avidity ‘for
getting at them may be expected
to be the highest. The only way
of getting rid" of intsrnational
‘espionage; and the bad blood
¢ngendered by it. is by means of

“waé have been published.
suspected hy Asfierican dipfematie*

disarmament, fgr disarmament
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will remove the need for secrecy

itself and will place the nations
that have accepted it, in the happy
position of having nothing to hide.

While the Russian proposal is
on its merits a worthy one, its vir-
tue is Bmited by China’s position
in the’international power align-
ment. If China is not drawn into

. the orbit of disarmament plans,
the threat. to world peace would
not disappear, it would still re-

~-main,. perhaps greatly, augmented
" by sthe greater opportunity for

domination presented by a dis-
armed non-Commumist world.
With China out of the United
.Nations, every plan for peace.
however attractively formulated.
will have to reckon with an un-

controlled armed "“packet "not -

amenable to world. opinion, from

which aggression might spring at

‘any moment and spoil the atmos-

pherefor peace,

THE RUSSIAN

.By.C. RAJAGOPALACHARI .

e Mr. Khrushchevs - coniprefien-

sive proposals for ending he cold

opinion to_have been

before and for the purpese of thell

< L3

sqmmit conference at Papis. #7°

this be true, it is “ndeed a"Pity
that the oconferemce was ,not

allowed to mept ‘and disclisi the -~
eininently reasinable and realiitié.

schieme - but.-dispersed after A0
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- of Eisenhow’erpe'"and Khrushchev
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angry scene over an incident
which had no relevancy to the
issues before the Summit meeting
except as an additional example
demonstrating the need for an
agreed scheme to end mutual sus-
picions,

The atmosphere has been
greatly fouled for good under-
standing or for any reasonable
approach, however good any
scheme put forward may be.
There can be no doubt in an out-
side observer’s mind as to the
highly reasonable, realistic and
just proposals embodied in the
Russian proposal now presented to
the public. But there is not a sin-
gle American Democratic or Re-
publican politician or official who
will look at it as it should be
viewed and examined. There is
far too much anger and resent-
ment in the American-air to allow
such calm consideration. Much
the best way to deal with it would
be to refer it to the Harward Uni-
versity men who brought out the
great baok. “World Peace through

orld Law”, for an academic
examination and impartial com-
ment. The prevailing atmosphere
may have infected Harward tdo,
but it is the best place we can
find for the much needed exami-
nation of the scheme. It is a for-
lorn hope that it is possible to have
another “Summit” meet for tackl-
ing the problem. As an Indian
caricaturist has very truly and
beautifully presented it, the situ-
ation now is the Prodigal World
returning home to the UN. The
problem of world peace must be

tackled- in its legitimate: forum, .

viz., the. United Nations and for
this purpose an examination of the
Russian scheme by Grenville
Clark and Louis B Sohn with such
assistance as they may need from

" the US. Government would be
the best thing that can, be done

riow with it. We had placed great
diplomacy

but those hopes having ended in
no‘thl_n the Rugssian scheme now
published offers &, good start for
the U.N. to take _matter up.
Let us hope that. it will not be

i, dismissed out of hand b er
. and suspicion, ) o
m&&m:m PR iy e L @ RIS/
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WHAT THEY ARE TAKING US TO
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The inherent contradictions
and basic errors in Congressmen’s
golicies occasionally get revealed

y their own statements. Shri B, D.
{latti, Chief Minister of Mysore
as done some hard thinking and
he has come to two conclusions,
one, that the biggest problem in
our agricultural economy is the
smallness of the holdings, and two,
that co-operative farming is
therefore the only solution for our
land problems. If the malady to be
tackled is the small size of the
farms in our country we must
first see what has led to this
through the ages, before we pro-
ceed to discover and apply a
remedy.

The ahsence of industries in

the rural area which could ab-

sorb the %rowin numbers in the
families devoted to agriculture
and the laws of inheritance relat-
ing to real property have led to this
problem. It should be obvious
then that it was wholly wrong to
give way to the demand for fur-

ther multiplying the sharers of

landed pro by giving equal
rights topdagle;ltn{ers and sons. The
problem of our girls. is mar-
riage and not property. By
the law conferring inheritance
right on daughters the fragmen-
tation is doubled at one stroke.

‘Before any solution was found

for the evil of uneconomic hold-
ings the reformers have doubled
the mischief, . -
Again, instedd of encouraging
and devising measures for bring-
ing about voluntary transfers of
small holdings so that economic
farms may take the place of un-
economic ones wherever they
exist, the trends of land policies
have resulted in a general un-

" willingness to buy any farm land.

Uncertainty is the worst enemy .of
enterprise. People are not willing
to increase the size of their hold-
ing, lest they fall into the net of
ceiling laws some day and lose
the money invested in such ven-
tures. People naturally feel that it
is safer to bear Wwith present evils

than stake good money on an un--

'

certain future. One result of the
uncertainty of land laws is that
bank deposits have increased.
Next let us consider the land
ceiling idea from another angle.
If in the vast Indian desert of
small and allegedly uneconomic
holdings, we have a few oases of
large holdings, is it good policy
to strike even these down or chop
them up? Assuming that we
decide upon a reasonable cciling,
how long can it last? The next
partition in the family will make
it a tenth of what is now declared
as permissible ceiling. The hold-
ings will in a very few ycars
dwindle in size with accelerated
speed and all the oases converted
into desert sand. Removal of in-
equality with a vengeance, and
instead of solving the problem of
holdings, multiplying the problem|
In considering the question
from the purely agro-economic
oint of view, we should not
rinE into the argument likes and
dislikes or a consideration of the
persons involved. The problem
must be looked at only from the
agro-economic angle. All holdings
will get rapidly diminished in
size and soon there will not even
be the exceptions to the prevail-
ing uneconomical size of holdings.
If we are not able to find a solu-
tion or if we are not able to put
‘into execution a solution that may
overcome the malaise, is it good
policy to add to and increase the
roblem by breakin% up even the
arms that are now large enough?
Is it not just passion devoid of
wisdom? Is it good to anticipate
the work of family expansion and
the inevitable breaking up of
landed property through the elffect

of inheritance laws, and produce -

at once by law what is bound to
come fifteen years hence as a re-
sult of sharing? .
* What Sri Jatti has envisaged
must make us think even harder
than hitherto. The inevitable con-
clusion will be that Congress
licies must lead to compulsory
collectivisation, which means trans-
fer of good land under good and
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INVITEES ALL
By POTHAN JOSEPH

As if startled by the recollection that
he had neglected an important engage-
fneat pending for years, President
Rafendra  Prasad has under Cabinet

" advice decided to visit Moscow instead

of letting the Kremlin wait any more
in suspense. Mast people in India would
regard the tour just after the Summit
crash as jarring and ill-imed but then
when one wakes up to the assurance
of an appointment, it is not gentlemanly
to delay. It is a common experience
that when we ruminate sleepless at
nights, we recall that there is a letter
to answer, we hurriedly write out the
reply and feel relieved of having dis-
charged an obligation which when neg-
lected might be taken for rudeness.

We do not know exactly when and
where Rajen Babu first received this
Moscow invitation. If it was given at
the time when the Bulganin-Khrush-
chev partnership appeared in India,
protocol could not have been meticu-
lously fulfilled, because Bulganin had
been the Prime Minister of Russia and
Mr. K the party secretary; neither of
them the President of Soviet land,
namely M. Voroshilov,

diligent peasant ownership to
State or quasi-State management
with its corollary of indifferent
attention and uninterested ma-
nagement. The peasantry will be-
come wage-earners, with the inevi-
table discontent issuing out of wage
earning - status, work without
owners™ interést and all the evils
associated with industrial labour.
The only right solution for
making -uneconomic holdings into
larger ones is a conservative plan
of encouragement of voluntary
sales and mergers; and this en-
couragement can issue only when

certainty replaces uncertainty in

land-values and with the opening
up of country-wide small indus-
tries in order to absorb and reduce
the pressure on land. .
The land ceiling laws and other
laws. which treat owners harshly
and look wupon them as an
anti-social section of the peo-

" ple accelerate the process of
- deterioration of land values and

discourage buying apd merging,

. The final result will be agricultu-
" ral chaos. Nothing better could be
* planned if we wanted an accele-
" ration of the pace of Communism,

When the question of an invitation
to Queen Elizabeth was raised at a
London press conference, the Prime Mi-
nister said, archly, that it was for the
President of India to issue such an
invitation, and Rajen Babu has now done
it as a belated gesture in the eyes of
the Pakistan President, who had done
it first. Possibly when Marshal Voro-
shilov toured India last year at the
head of an unwieldy retinue of 80
guests, the head of the State in Rus-
sia, namely, the Marshal, pressed his
counterpart in India to pay a visit, in
which case formality would have heen
fulfiled. After all, President Rajendra
Prasad believes more in the tradition
of the Buckingham Palace than the
breezy conventions of the White House,
because we read that there will be a
Minister in attendance as in the case
of the British sovereign travelling
abroad, the honour here being assigned
to Sri Jagjlvan Ram, an honour open
to the heppy comment that in India
discrimination goes in favour of sche-
duled castes and backward classes. No
less than 30 members of the party in-

. cluding the press-chorus will tour the

Communist country, Furthermore pro-
priety is maintained since the present
President of the land is Leonid Brezh-
nev, which guarantees official pa'n'ty,
although out of personal courtesy due
to an old friend, Rajen Babu might
drop in at the old Marshal’s dacha on
his way to Moscow University to receive
a doctorate in honoris causa. Come to
think of it, the excuse of an old invi-
tation for a Bhai-Bhai show at the pre-

“sent juncture is something of a tawdry

exaggeration.

Every one of us in this vale of
life is till the end, an invitee to some
function"or other. If we dine, the guest
at the time of Pmting ‘says thanks to
the host and invites. the family in re-
turn. If any one has the luck to go
abroad at national expense in the name
of culture or anarchy, he would find
himself. in a shower of invitations for
the future which he reciprocates by a
warm proposal that people of the host
country should all visit India for mu-

tual appreciation and the lowering of .

tensions. Whenever I am abroad I ask
people 1 meet that they should see India,
constantly duplicating the ~message
printed on India’s travel posters to
attract foreign exchange in rettim for

Panch St goodwill.

" There 15 of course = little dﬂfereme
when }t coines to the cost of fnano-

g

ing by potential guests. I cannot afford
to pay for the journey of any acquaint-
anices whereas in the case of “Visiting
Firemen”, nomiinated by Governments,
it is a cese of everything found, Ima-
gine the pleasires ‘o ‘perennial holiday-
ing on three conditions. It must ba an
“all found” programme, somebody else
footing the bills all the time, Secondly,
there should be security for the job at
home, payment to the Bank as usual
on due date and the daily batta ad-
missible for satyagrahis abroad. Then
again one attraction for being a per-
petual invitee on the rounds is that
there is daily batta without actual ex-
penditure. There could be a lot of other
pickings since the total could be cre-
dited at home, the host country insist-
ing on paying for radio set or the
camecra  you wish to fetch back as
tokens of esteem. A statement in Par-
liament recently revealed 'that by way
of T.A. a Central Minister was pocket-
ing Ry, 138 per day as compared with
the daily income of the average Indian,
namely 72 naye paise. The  salary of
the Satyagrahi passes intact to his bank
if not invested in premium bonds or
deposited in Swiss banks. What deters
us from accepting invitations 1s the bur.
den of our daily grind to earn a liveli-
hood and the means needed for sprees
sbroad, Because of the dificulties of
making both ends meet we are not in
a position te accept the invitations that
converge-on us from far and near.

Life consists of a series of invita.
tions and in America you hear cries of
“You are always welcome”. But who
is to pay the fare and be sure of re-
taining the remunerative job at home
against official plots? Some of us like
to be in the role of “self-invitees” as
‘we angle for gatc-crashing cards at
functions, Life would be one of ‘grand
song if all invitations could be answered
by physical presence. In Congress Com-
mittees eminent leaders are put down_
. as “permanent invitees”. In a way we
are all in the traffic of life permanent
invitees welcome for mutual sponging
if time could be spared and expenses
guaranteed. India’s message that we
should be calm in times of crisis could of
oourse be presented at banquets when the
President is hailed in the Kremlin, but
. the - ‘question whether. in the current
pressure . of. invitluous . circamstances
Rajen Babu’s ' ‘appearance should be
deemed happy must remain a matter for
_ controversy. To plead compulsions of
" an old invitation “would ‘be to fleat g
sorry defence. Who will-deny that time
had been ot of joint when' Invitee Mr.

* Nehru fushed to Ankara to issue a jolut-

statement with Prime 'Minister. Adnan -
Meaderes which'in 24 bours ~proved
Indicsous In the oxtremeP - v
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SIDELIGHTS : :

Mr. Nehru declared at Poona
last week that “India was power-
ful enough to defend herself
against China.” If she is power-
ful enough to defend herself
against China, is it out of choice
that the Prime Minister has sur-
rendered thousands of square

“miles of Indian territory to the
Chinese aggressor? Surrender of
territory out of necessity by a
country not strong enough to de-
fend itself is understandable. But
surrender by not using strength
even when the country is strong
enough to defend itself is unfor-
givable. Mr. Nehru'’s foreign policy
has led him to this predicament.

Yet he claims that his' policy
has succeeded. “Even the half-
witted would say so”, he asserts.
And in a style worthy of Mr.
Khrushchev, he lashes at his
critics who do not regard the loss
of Ladakh as an achievement of
success for Mr. Nehru's foreign
policy, arrogantly thus: “Some
people who considered themselves
very clever could not see what
even the half-witted people
could.” ’ w s

It is a pitiable position for a
leader, after having failed. to de-
fend his nation’s frontiers, to affect
the language of victorius fulfil-
ment. This is Mr. Nehru's’posi-
tion now. When in addition he
falls foul of his critics who want
better methods to be employed for
the nation’s protectiop against
aggression, in no vocabulary of
sane men will his action be des-
cribed as wisdom. It is now clear
from his Poona speech tha#t he has
no furthier programme othéer than

talk for recovering the accupied

Indian area on :the border from
Chinese control. His definition’ of
what he plans to do is worth
-quoting in his own words: “When
war is ruled out, being tpo ter-
rible, the ather way is to talk.

There is. no other altemnative to

cumstanedg and. by compulsion of

events, ong iy driven—if you dop’t ~

_rigtion ghoye .

Mr. Nehru has thus informed
the Chinese that they need expect
nothing more than talk from his
side to deal with the aggression
that has already taken place.
Would it be half-witted to con-
clude that an aggressive, expan-
sionist Communist power would
only be encouraged to further
aggression if assured in advance
that they have nothing more to
fear than talkP India stands con-
fronted with the menace of fur-
ther Chinese aggression plus
absorption in the Communist bloc
as a consequence of Mr. Nehru's
policy. When the Prime Minister
makes gmotional Play, as he did in
Poona, on the “particular posi-
tion” he occupies in India, he
fails to realise that it is a position
already overstrained. The aspira-
tions of the people of India have
ceased to be symbolised by their
Prime Minister. They aspire to
keep their country free from ag-
gression but they have already
realised that Mr. Nehru has failed
to keep aggression in check and

- they ‘have nothing to look forward

to except' further Chinese occu-
pation from a continuance of his
eadership.

Let the Prime Minister realise

_ that it is the universal national

sentiment now that he has let the
country’ down: His attempt to
make up for failure with offensive-
ness will not go down the throat

~ of an'ajarméd and disillusioned

country. The nation longs for a
leader of the calibre of Sardar
- PAtel. The. Sardar would not have

* betrayed ngtional safety by harp-

ings on friendship for a country
 guilty - of ' gggression. He would
have placed the interest of the
_sanctity of non-

mé power, o
On the record of the last four
* years, in ‘particular silent acquies-
cence in Chinese aggression
keeping the country in the dark
about it, Mr Nehru. should have
been ‘thrown out and impeached,
as indeed any Prime Minister in

- friendship, for a -
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similar circumstances. He owes
his continuance in his present par-

. ticular position to the demoralis-
* ing effect on his party of the ex-

cessive concentration of power in
his hands. Their concern for the
national interest has become dim-
med by the attraction of profitable
subservience to an all-powerful
leader. But the sources of power
themselves are slipping from Mr.
Nehru’s hand and he cannot save
them indefinitely with flourishes of
conceit. These can be of no avail
when the hero has'become a prac-
titioner in heroics and an erstwhile
adoring nation has become reluc-
tantly sensitive to the change.
L L J L J

Here are some revealing ex-
cerpts from a Times of India
report on Acharya Vinoba Bhave’s
peace mission :

Acharya Vinoba Bhave extolled
the bravery and courage of the
dacoits - during his mission. They
were “men on the wrong path”. They
were honest, straightforward,

In village after village he told the
. dacoits how good they were—except
for choosing the wrong vocation.

As the padayatra progressed, the
Acharya took to emphasising the good
qualities of the dacoits and at
he asked the police not to obstruct
dacoits who might wish to “sur-
render” to him,

The rank-and-file Sarvodaya wofk-
ers adopted Awvtar (a minor dacoit
who had come to join Vinobaji’s flock)
as a mascot and assumed the attitude
of a “parallel Government” detgrmin-
ed to solve a hitherto insoluble pro-
blem. Never before in the long history
of the ravines have dacoits been 90
sought after by unarmed seekers.
Acharya Vinoba Bhave has

denied that the dacoits who sur-

, rendered to him during his peace

mission had been given any as-
surance by him. The purpose of
this . disclaimer is somewhat da-
maged by the activities of Sarvo-
daya workers assogjated with fjm,
As an example of this dichotomy.
between leader and followers, the:
following disclosures from a Gwa-
lior report of June 4 published in
The Hindu, will serve:

The dacoit Kacherd of Bahadw's
gang had surrendered- {p Acharya
Bhave last week and was taken into
custody by the police the day after,

~
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MISADVENTURES IN KERALA -III
By M. KRISHNAN

We reached Peermade, some 20
miles from Thekkady, at midnight, and
in spite of the lateness of the hour
stopped to inform Sri K. I. Mathew,
the Game Warden (who lives there)
of our arrival, as the Deputy Ranger
said that we should do so, the Game
Warden being the officer in charge of
the sanctuary—moreover, I wanted to
know what work had been done on my
suggestions for machans and prelimi-
nary scouting. I apologised to the Game
Warden for waking him up, assured
him the delay in getting to Peermade
was due to no fault of mine, and
asked if he had received my note. He
had, but anly 3 or 4 days previously;
moreover, ho was ncw to the place,
having taken charge only recently. I
thought (and still think) that my note
could have been read and fully com-
prehended in 18 minutes, but said no-
thing, He said something about there
being choice of accommodation for me
at Thekkady and some ‘Inspection Bun-
galow’, but I had no wish to keep him
awake longer than necessary. 1 spent

“precisely 11 minutes with- him, and

he said he could not call on me at
Thekkady next morning as it was a
Sunday and he had to go to church,
but would meet me between 12-30 and
2-30 in the afternoon—I suggested the
hour as I would be at home then.
We reached Thekkady at 1-45 am.
on April 3, and had to wake ancther
sleeper, Sri T. P. George, the Game
Ranger. He said he had reserved the
‘Inspection Bungalow’ for us, but this
cottage was occupied—the alternative
accommddation, a cell about 10-foot
square inside the Game Ranger’s Office,
with no lights or water supply, was
unthinkable. So finally, having reserved
the ‘Inspection Bungalow’ for us, the
Game Ranger roused yet another slee-
per, its oocupant, who graciously abdi-
cated in our favour, and we moved in.
It was past 2-30 in the morning when

we could get to bed at last.

Next morning, after we had unpacked

N and settled down, I learned that the .

cottage we were in belonged to the
Madras PWD,, and that unless spe-
cfal permission was obtained for us to
stay on there, we would be asked to
quit in a week, The Game Ranger as-
sured me that he had no idea that 1
would be at Thekkady for 2 or 8 weeks,
and no Instructions regarding accom-
modation for me; he had only instruc-

-, tions to give me a boat free of hire,
" "and to actompany me for one or two
- days—the reservation of the ‘Inspection

Y

Bungalow’ had been done by him on
his own initiative, Nor had he received
any instructions regarding the putting
up of machans for my work., I felt
staggered to hear this. The non-provi-
sion of adequate transport at Kottayam
was something that could be explained
as an oversight but I could conceive
of no explanation for the fact that no
arrangement for owr accommodation
had been made, in spite of long and
short notice of our arrival at Thekkady
and the assurance by both the Joint
Secretary, Agriculture, and the C.C.F.,
that accommodation would be provided
—nor had the Game Ranger, the only
local authority, any instructions about the
other amenities promised to me. Since
April 3 was a Sunday, I could not post
a'letter to the C.C.F. that day, but on
April 4 1 sent him a D.O, letter marked
‘Urgent’, and asked for an immediate,
telegraphic reply. I said that I was
comfortably established, but was told
I might be asked to shift, and asked
him to secure permission for me to

5
stay on where I was, since I had un-
packed and to pack again would take
much time and effort. I informed him
that I had-already spent Rs. 1,500 on
this trip, and that irrespective of this,
on principle, I would not spend a pie
on any of the facilities promised by
him—the local authority could not pro-
vide any machan for me, in the ab-
sence of instructions from him. I was
there, at Thekkady, to do some work
for him out of my interest in wild life,
and with no thought of profit or re-
muneration, but could do nothing un- .
less he co-operated by keeping his pro-
mises in letter and spirit. In order to
avoid the painful situation experienced
at Kottayam, I asked him to give me
either two jeeps, or a van said to be
with his Conservator at  Quilon, for
taking us and the equipment to Sun-
gam at the end of our stay at Thek-
kady. Since I felt unable to compre-
hend this total failure of promised pro-
visions, I offered the C.CF. a clear
line of retreat, in case he had deve-
loped second thoughts in the matter—I
asked for a telegraphic reply on the
point whether he wanted me to go on
with the pamphlet work or not, and
assured him that I was prepared to
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DALDA FORUM

NUTRITIONIST» There are many reasons
why we need to cook our food. For one
thing, cooking generally helps improve the
appearance of food For another, it develops
new flavours in it Even some animals prefer
cooked foods when given s choice.

YOU  Is this why we ook our food?

NUTRITIONIST: More important, of course,
{s the way cooking helps to stimulate the
flow of digestive juices during eating. And
it destroys many dangerous germs and para-
ytes. So cooking makes eating safer.

hess of what we eat ?

NUTRITIONIST : On the contrary. Cooking
is useful for practically all meats, vegetables
and cereals — if only because it makes food
more digestible.

YOu: How does it do this?

NUTRITIONIST : Let’s start with vegetables.
Raw vegetables contain indigestible starch
- and fibrous substances. Cooking softens the
fibres and the starch, and makes them more
casily digestible. This is roughly what
happens when fruits ripen. Cooking, there-
fore, follows nature’s way in vegetables.

YOU : But surely cooking also destroys some
valuable substances in vegetables. . -
NUTRITIONIST :  Yes, unfortunately. In
vegetables, cooking can desiroy some mineral
substances and vitamins Bul “this can
hardly be helped. On the other hand, cook-
ing predigests foods —doees not over-burden
the digestive system.’ E

YOu: Do we cook “meat for tie- same

feasons ? - C

riunmonm v Generally sp'eaking; yes.

Heat softens the protein i meat and so
_makes it easicr for assimilation. And meat
has 10 be cooked to destroy dangerous
! germs which might Jurk in meat that is not
~ .frésh or hygienically stored. Cooking afso
‘brings .out the flavouring ingredients in.
" meat-~makes it \aste much better.

e

R

WE: This is all very well. But sbmctimes.
cooking makes food lose its favour. . .

NUTRITIONIST: True. A lot depends
on how you cook, The way you cook can
save or destroy the flavour of food.

YOU 1 Well, 1 know that,

wg: But {f the food doesn't taste as It
should-does not retain its natural flavour,
then it is not only because of the way it is
cooked, but whar it is cooked with.

> : . YOU; What do you mean—'what it is
You : But doesn't all this destroy the good-

cooked with ' ?

WE: You see, the cooking fat you use is
very important. Certain cooking fats and oils
impose their own taste on foods. Others,
like DALDA Vanaspati, help foods keep their
patural flavours.

YOU : How does DALDA Vanaspati do that ?

‘WE: To begin with, DALDA is a bland fat.
That is, it is odourless and tasteless. So it
adds no flavour of its own to the food.

You: Yes?

"WE: DALDA is double-refined to a high

degree of purity. It brings out ail the delicate

flavours of food. All it does is add energy

and nourishment to your diet,
YOU: How is it nourishing?
WE : Seven hundred International Units of

" Vitamin A and 56 1U of Vitamin D are

added to every ounce. These are the vita-
wins that protect the skin, bones, cyes and
tecth and keep them healthy. And all
-the goodness in DALDA is retained because it
comes to you in hygienically sealed tins . . ,
.YOU: In that case, we have chosen our
cooking fat well. We use DALDA Vanaspati
for all our cooking—we've done 0 for two
decades, in fact.

WE: More and more people are taking to
DALDA Vanaspai every day. Can you
wonder why ?

4
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treat the assignment as cancelled if he
was not keen on the job.

On the evening of April 4 the Game
Warden called. He could only offer the
comment “Som® bungling at the top’,
when told of the situation I was in—
he was the Game Warden and had no-
thing to do with the accommodation

of guests. Nor could he help in any

other way. )
On most days a boat was available

and we worked hard, but with no great
success. 1 had brought a specially de-
signed sectional hide with me from
Madras, and I was satisfied, by personal
inspection, that at several places there
were wonderful opportunities for photo-

graphy from a machan-~only, no ma- -

chan could be provided. Everyday I
hoped for a telegram from the CCF,
but nothing ceme.

On Aprﬂgs. { was asked to quit by
the Madras authorities, who wanted
the cottage for one of their officers. 1
wiote a long and circumstantial letter,
marked ‘Most Urgent’ to the Joint Sec-
retary, Agriculture, with a carbon copy
of the letter marked to the CCF,; 1
explained that 1 was sending out this
letter in duplicate as I wanted which-
ever of them got my letter first to take
prompt action; 1 requested both of them
to treat the letter as a 5.0.S. message.

I explained how I was being evicted

‘and exhorted both of them to imple-
ment their promises to me—I pointed
out that at Thekkady, at any rate, the
Joint Secretiry had also assured me ot
accommodation. 1 said that never, in
my long experience of governments,
had I known anyoneinvited to do an

" honorary job for it so ignored and em-

barrassed a government.
1 could t;1’:zve turned back to Madras,

but I had spent too much money or
this job already. Moreover, I was too
far in it to quit now, I have never given
up any assignmynt merely because it
h.
wals to:;:gfused the offer of a Madras
Government officer to find me comfort-
able accommodation. I was there as the
guest of the Kerala Forest Departme:vnt,
and the responstbility of finding living
and working space for me was that de-
ent’s.

pm’S‘tl;,l more as a matter of Christian
charity than as an official obligation,
the Game Ranger (a very likable and
experienced man, with authentic know-
ledge of the local fauna) gave us. the
cell within his office whx:ch we had
scomed originally, Here we stayed 12
days, and in that confined space.'l got
to know each crack and crevice in
every wall intimately. There was a tgz
lavatory-cum-bathroom attached to

cell, but the door of this had a crack-
4-foot high by sbout 2 inches across,
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rendering privacy difficult. Water had
to be brought, by the bucket—later I
engaged a water-carrier. 1 have pur-
posely refrained from saying anything
about the troubles we expcrienced get-
ting something to eat—the promised
governmental help, of course, was with-
held. However, I must say we expe-
rienced much personal kindness from
the people around us, and that we much
enjoyed our outings in the sanctuary.

On April 12, I was offered the op-
portunity to bale out of Kerala with
all my equipment, but naturally I did
not take it. By this time a message had
reached us which roused our hopes:
we were told that it was dus to the
preoccupation of the C.C.F. and every-
one in the Forest Department with a
crisis (e, encroachment by squatters)
that I had been forgotten, and that
very soon everything would be set
right.

It was on April 12 that something
alse also happened—when enlightenment
came to me. That morning two men,
arrested on some grave forest offence,
were detained in the room adjoining
our cell which was full of records. 1

For a trusted Treatment
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asked one of the clerks if it was wise
to keep desperate men in such a place
—they might, out of sheer spite, des-
troy some valuable records. He replied
that the room where offenders were
usually kept was not available, and
stupidly I asked him which room it
was. He pointed, reluctantly, to our cell.
Everything became clear at once—the
bolts on the inside of the doors that
wouldn’t bolt, the padiocks on the out-
side, the heavy bars of the window—
yes, everything was crystal clear.
Promptly I sent the following express
telegram to the Joint Secretary, Agri-
culture: '

REFER LETTER EIGHTH STOP
STAYING LOCKUP GAME RANGERS
OFFICE STOP IMMEDIATELY IM.
PLEMENT TWICE PROMISED AC.
COMMODATION OTHER STIPULA-
TIONS STOP NEEDLESS EXPENSE
DAMACE EQUIPMENT DUE NON.
FULFILMENT PROMISES YOUR
SIDEe PLEASE URGENTLY SEND
SEVEN HUNDRED PART EXPENSE
MONEY BADLY NEEDED

There was, of course, no reply or
other response.
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THE GOAL OF “LAND REFORMS”:
‘SOCIALISATION

By M. A. VENKATA RAO

There is even yet among informed
critics of the present “land reforms”
before the legislatutes of -the country,
an insufficient realisation of the authen-
tic Communist purpose embedded in
their pattern. There is a oOne-to-one
correspondence perfect in every detail
between the strategy and tactic of “our_
land reforms” immanent in their very
pattern (and even terminology such as
“land to the tiller”) and the land re-
forms introduced in Communist coun-
tries beginning with Soviet Russia. Un-
less this is fully realised and the ideas
implied challenged in principle as well
as practical results, criticism will not be
eflective and convincing.

There is no use pointing out that
the reforms will affect production not
only in the immediate future but per-
manently as they flout the patural in-
stincts and incentives of human nature,
This is known to the reformers but
ignored in favour of their ideological
goal of socialisation, They hope to make
up for loss of the peasant’s incentive
by large scale mechanisation, whether
in co-operative (holdings, collectives)
farms or government farms (sovkozes).
The motive is to eliminate private pro-

- perty in land, for according to the Com-

munist theologians—Marx, Lenin and
Stalin, the peasant is the most obs-
tinate capitalist of all with deep
attachment to the individual proprie-
torship of land. The supreme goal of
Socialism (Communism) is to socialise all
means of production—industyial, - com-
mercial, transport and agricultural. This
overall purpose is dictated by the mo-
tive of eliminating the class war sup-
posed by Marxist doctrine to be inherent
in"the private ownership of the means
of production. Ownership enables ca-
pitalists to annex surplus (production)

value largely to theit own benefit. Sur~

plus value can go to labour only if it
owns the productive apparatus and thus

eliminates the needless exploiting. mid-

gle das of private producers.

_ The d{ndustrial policy resolution of

1948 revised in 1956 makes this goal

clear gs regards the industrial and com-

wmercial  spheres. - Tha objective” s to"
“capital gradually, | by party dictatorship,

socialise  ind
with mixed economy befng tolerated ‘as
a matter of tactical -convenience for a
time. : . )

- The present “land reforms” are in-
‘tended to apply the principle-of socia-
! to land: the other half of pro-

, 4
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cultural raw materials. The upsets and
disturbance to productive effort mean-
while for some years are expected
but accepted as inevitable for the
realisation of the supreme goal of Socia-
lism (Communism)}

The strategy is directed to socialisa-
tion. Tactics permit some zigzags and
delays and allowances to individualist
instincts, The slogan of “land to the
tiller” governs the tactics from A to Z.
The first stage is marked by the aboli-
tion of feudalism. In India this is re-
presented by the abolition of the zamin-
dari system—a ready-made policy ap-
plied on the morrow of independénce
in 1948,

"The tactics as defined by Lenin are
—to abolish the large landlord with
the help of the middle and small far-
mer, who are promised shares in his

land. The zamindar is the first class cess, social relations in agricultural

thus dispossessed. - The principle of giv-
ing compensation is a matter of detail
and does not count from the standpoint
of the goal in view, ’

Next come the landlords below the
level of zamindars. Large peasants
should then be subjected to ceiling
legislation and middle men owning but
ot directly cultivating lands eliminated.
In order to give land to the tiller, in-

termediaries are to be eliminated not-

withstanding any economic function
they may be fulfilling such as provid-
ing capital and' know-how.

After ceiling operations reduce the
mass of landholders to the status of
small and middle peasants, they will be
herded into co-operative or collective
farms (joint “co-operative farms) with
the bait of greater shares consequent on
large scale mechanisation which will be
rendered - possible by large holdings.
Ct-operatives are explicitly mentioned
by Marx and Lenin as decoys to induce
the peasaints to accept.the loss of indi-

wvidual property in land in the hope of

better incomes.

Co-operatives will be saddled by party-
nominated managérs and other officials
and the formal democracy of the co-
operative ‘will in practice' be substituted

Thie motive of the co-operative tactic
is to deprive the peasant proprietor,
middle and small, of his ownership of
his own harvests which at present he is
free to dispose of at will, part for con-
sumption and seed and part for the
market. o .

- »
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The harvest of the co-operative farm
will not belong to the individual farmer
but collectively to the society! The
State or governing group will then be
able to retain as much of the harvest
as they please giving the farmer-member
the lowest remuneration possible—hardly
above subsistence level] Individual farms
give freedom to the farmer. Co-opera-
tivisation or socialisation will give free-
dom on the contrary, to the State! Land
is given to the tiller only to be snatched
from him later through converting him
into a member of farming co-operatives
(or collectives),

It is thus that the tactic of co-ope-
rativisation is used to deprive the tar-
mer of his individual ownership and is
the thin end of the wedge of full so-
cialisation of land.

To counter the Government’s argu-
ments in favour of present “reforms”
by pointing to loss of production and
disorder in land relations_etc., is not
enough. Democrats have té combat the
dogma of socialisation in every way—
principle, psychology, agricultural pro-

economy and the best legal order cal-

culated to elicit maximum production

and progress on a permanent basis.
To object, as many do, that the im-

position of ceflings on land holdings ,

will inevitably create a damand by
sufferers for similar ceilings on indus-
trial and other urban incomes is futile,
for it cuts no ice with the ruling party!

For the goal being full socialisation
{which means the abolition of all pri-
vate property, not only agricultural), the
leaders of the party reply that the turn
of wurban incomes will come in due
course] The correct and effective thing
to do is to challenge the very principle
of socialisation of property in the means
of production as the goal of State policy.

Marxism sees “social "justice” as pos-
sible only through such socialisation,
which alone abolishes the class war by
eliminating the class of capitalist
owners! Democrats see social justice on
the other hand as consisting in equal
opportunity for all through the posses-
sion and wise use of property. The right
to private property is thus the indis-
pensablé pathway for the realisation of
freedom for all, rich and poor.

" ‘The next aspect of “land reforms™ is
to provide for the State’s appropriation
of the harvests. Far this purpose, co-
operative farms are linked in Commu-
nist tactics with the policy of monopoly
State trading in all agricultural pro-
ducts, food grains as well as commer-
cial crops and plantations, Monopoly is
assumed in order to fix prices for the

June 11, 1960

convenience of the State] Monopoly en-
ables the State to supply urbap areas
with grains and industrigs .thh raw
materials at minimum cost—in fact, .at
a cost that affords only subsis.tem?e in-
comes to the farmer! Communist mdus--
trialisation  with its unnatural pace, is
based on & grim exploitation of the
farming population by the State through
co-operative apd monopoly purchase,

establishing a single, s
in the country.

On October 1, 1958, Metri
in selected areas of the
In these areas, only Metric
October this year. .

From April 1960, Metric W

Metric
country by A
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unheard of in capitalist economy, in
ruthlessness and thoroughgess. Thus all
our arguments of the hardships brOught
on by State trading in food grains tgll
on deaf ears and the dread policy will
be enforced on the people in due time
as an organic part of “land reforms™!
For, the combined goal of all these as-
pects of policy is socialisation of pro-
perty in land so that the planning and

9

executive power of the State can be
unchallenged by any pocket of owners'
retaining freedom of operation!

Thus the several aspects of “land
reforms” fall into place as organic parts
of a single strategy with its own tac-
tics directed to the realisation of the
Socialist Totalitarian State. Intellectual
and moral attack should therefore be
directed to the pattern as a whole.

v

Another ma)ar step has been taken towards the goal of v
e system of weights and measures

c Weights were permitted
he States and Union Territories.

Weighits will be legal from

eights are allowed also
in the rest of the country excepting Jammu and Kashmir.

zsglh;ssz will become compulsory throughout the

’
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Scruffy and Smarty

Scruffy: “I shall be saddled with 4 Iypewriter all my Iife,
- And look at my qualifications.”

Smirty: ¥ 10 onty you géumbled
les3 and pald more attenticy
to your slothes,*

Scrufly: ** What's wiong with
them? I sperd @ fortuns
on them.” ¢

Smarty : “Why waste money oa
bad cloth? Can't you choose -
your cloth better? BINNY'S,
for instance. BINNY'S Quality
Control their production,
:Defects, invisible to the naked
W .~ yey that might have crept
-~ into the cloth are carefully

eliminated at every stage of
production. That is why
BINNY'S suitings look
smart and last long "

SINNY-
a great name
in textiles

BINNY'S mansfacture near i
] y 90 million yords
Svery yeor. Here are some of the vurieti’es the;fl:'x: H
Shirtings . Khaki Drillg . Bleached & Dyed
T Drills . Anticrease Suitings . Tussores. llnlon
sbrics - Towals - Silkk Sarees . Rugs - etc, ote

REMEMBER, you con buy all your

‘ments of BINNY'S fabrics af J.‘:"ZJ.',‘,’.‘;‘Z;‘

rates from authorised BINN Y'S Stockists who
 display this sigh board,

\3)
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EUROPE IN WAR AND PEACE

The years 1914 and 1939 are the
outstanding landmarks of this century
in the history of Ewrope in particular
and of the world in general. The for-
mer would seem to separate the world
of the 19th century from the present
century as. we have come to know it.
The latter represents the first link in
a chain of events leading to the advent
of the atomic age. The post-Victorian
smugness, as well as the Edwardian
lethargy and elegance, had received a
rude jolt in what bas been described as
a year of destiny—1914. But, the old
political Eurgpe, with its balance of
‘power, still remained, in a way, the
hub of the universe between the wars,
It was no more to be so at the end of
the Second World War, Its face was
changed out of all recognition and ths
two great powers, Britain and Franoce,
have had to make way in the councils
of the world for the U.S.A. and the
U.S.S.R. The fascinating story of these
eventful years is told by a journalist
who combines a flair for foreign affairs
with a gift of vivid expression, and a

+diplomatist who had been able to watch

more than one earth-shaking: episode
from a ringside seat.

James Cameron is a seasoned journa-
list whom the readers of The News
Chronicle know as a knowledgeable
commentator on world affairs. He is an
inveterate globe-trotter who had_takeq
Africa and the .resurgent -countries of
Asia in his stride. His. xacy pem does
ample justice to the year 1014, which
began its days in England rather decep-
tively in bright weather und?r a cloud-
less sky. The Liberal Cabinet under
Asquith was hardly conscious of the
goings-on in Eurape,. pre—occupied as

- it was with the problem of Irish Home

Rule and the violent channels in which
it found expression. The people were
blissfully unaware of the world outside,

. losing themsslves in search of harmless

diversions at holiday resorts, urban
parks, night clubs and music halls..
None was prepared for the crazy upshot
of episodes in the distant Balkan States.
Not a man there was in England who
could guage the repercussions of the
unfortunate incident in which the Arch-
duke Francis Ferdinand of Austria and

'I. THE INNER CIRCLE: The Me-
moirs af Ivone Kirkpatrick: (Mac-

‘" mitan ¢ Co. Ltd., Londop, New

York, 25 shillings)

' 8..1914: By Jomes Comeron (Cassel
"% & Co. Ltd., 85, Red Lion Square,
~* london WiC.1 81 shillings)

his margonatic wife were murdered in
the Bosnian township of Sarajevo by a
Setbiun youth, As the author puts it,
the bullet which escaped into the gullet
of Ferdinand had sealed the fate of
Serbia. Its effect were, in fact, more
far-reaching than that. It was the first
spark in the conflagration to be.
Though the Austrian ultimatum to
Serbia was felt in England to be too
truculent, it was none too clear in the
oarly stages if they should at all jump
into the arena where Austrie and Ger-
many—-and Turkey later-—were ranged
against France, Russia and other
powers. The Kalser was, for all his bel-
ligoront postures, believed to be a man
of pesce snd the German cousin had
equal faith in English neutrality, Eng-
laod’s duty to France (who had to help
Russia who in turn rushed to the aid
of Serbia) left her no chaice and the

German invasion of Belgium had forced *

her hands at last. The boys of the
British Expeditionary Force took the
whole thing rather as a joke marcln'ng
lazily into Flanders to the strains of
Tipperary. Almost everyane expected
the ugly interlude not to last more
than a few months except. Kitchener
and perhaps Grey, the Foreign Secre-
tary, who saw the “lights go out of
Europe.” But, a brief experience in the
tenches at Ypres, Ghent and Namur in
Flanders and at Mons and Amiens in
France was enough to open the eyes of
the young soldiers to the grimness of
the bitter conflict, The horrid squalor
of the trench warfare, in which the
wounded had to be ebandoned gangre-
nous and verminGus, must have shocked

the sensibilities of even .the hasdened

fighters.
Anglo-French co-operation took a lit-
tle timg te work itself out on the felds

of battle. There were some initial hurd-

les. Understanding was not easy. The
Chief of the British Forces, Field-Mar-
shal French, knew no Ftench. The
British in gemeral had no high regard

for the French in action. And the sen- -

timent was generally reciprocated. There
were personal factors too. General
French and his Chief of Staff, Haig,
did not think much of each other. The
latter was often straining at the leash
and his initiative was more often_check-
od than encouraged. The shortage of
munitions was so0 acute that Field Mar-
‘shal French complained about it abivost
openly, and the Northelife Press spear- -
headed a violent campaign around it !
- While the Allies were badly out-num-

bered cn-land, the British: supremacy st |

P o

sex had more proofs in the war, One
of the earliest naval victories was
snatched by them at the Battle of Falk-
land Islands ofi the Southern-most tip
of South America. Aerial bombing had
its  ceremonial beginnings. Two or
three  coastal towns like Scarborough
were heavily shelled and the U-boat
‘Emden’ scared people as tar as the
coast of Madras. The anti-German
campaign took a virulent turn torcing
the very loyal and efficient Prince Louis
of Battenberg to quit his office as First
Sexa Lord (few bothered to remember
the well-known fact that British royalty
was more than fifty per cent Germun
in its blood). The name had to be suit-
ably Anglicised by the father before the
illustrious son could spread its tameo
far and wide i the East, The spectacied
Indians and Muslims were in evidenos
on the fleld, and the help of the Indiun
DPrivoes was forthcoming., Towards the
end of the year, both sides were ad
obviouily tired that the Christirias trucs
was celebrated by the show of lights
on rival bayonets in the misty dark

-and the exchange of cigarettes, coffed

and other make shift presents, withott
the approval of the command. It wds
still the age of the old war wheh it
was fought with both sides observing
the rules of the game. The spectre of

. nuclear warfare was not yet there. But

the trenches were bad enough,

From the bright colours of the jour-
nalist to the subdued hues of the finished
diplomat. While Cameron’s is a recon-
structed picture (from books, official
documents and newspaper files), Kirk-
patrick’s is a personal record of first-
hand impressions of men and events,
The account begins from the beginning
of the First World War and goes to
the close of the Second World War,
covering about four decades: It incorpo-
rates his work in a variety of positions
from a junior official to the Permanent
Under-Secretary of the Foreign office.
In between, he had different assign-

INDO - COMMERCIAL
BANK LIMITED
Chalrman;

Sir A, Ramaswaini Mudafiar
T KARLLD00L (Ousm

1Al_lkindsofbanking business -
‘transacted efficiently and
A Quickly -~ \
ttractive rates on deposits -

which may be ascertainedon |
- application

s S. Krishnaswami, ‘
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ments at the Ministry of Information,
at the BBC as head of the Foreign
Service, at the chancelleries in Rome
and Berlin and at the Control Commis-
sion in Post-War Germany and at the
High Commission a few years later.

Germany happens rightly to be Sir
Ivone’s special interest. He was in that
country at the most crucial times in the
affairs of Europe. He watched the rise
of Nazi power under Hitler from 1933
onwards and could see the flames of
the Reichstag fire and hear the stamp
of the troopers’ jackboots on the Rhine-
land. Many of the demigods of Nazi
hierarchy like Hess, Goering, Goebbels,
Von Papen and Ribbontrop, and the
mighty Fuehrer himself, were known to
him in person. From his Embassy
window he could look down at the
armed hordes parading the streets ot
Berlin, striking terror into the hearts
of all foreigners. Not uncommon were
the instances where foreign Embassy
men were manhandled for not satuting
the Swastika flag. Peace was on the
lips, but the air was thick with war.

The Anschluss in Austria and the
Sudetan German problem in Czechos-
lovakia were cheaply disposed of any-
how, but the author was in the know
of every inside story. He deplores the
Munich disaster as a desperate sell-out,
but seems to have a rooted faith in the
credentials of Neville Chamberlain. He
would rather blame it on the French
Premier Daladier, whom he finds too
callous and irrespopsible, It is his
reading of the German' offensive that
even a timely rendition of her .colonies
would not have quenched the blood
thirst of the high-priest, once he was
on the war path. Only a strong line in
good time could bave kept him in
check. Accompanying Chamberlain and
Halifax to Berchtesgaden more than
once, he had oocasion to watch Hitler
at his mildest as well as his wildest.
The patience and. statesmanship of Dr.
Adenaner come in for praise in the
framing of the new Constitution. He
gives an interesting account 6f the Hess
episode earlier.

His elevation to the FPermanent
Under-Secretaryship of the Foreign
Office was a just reward of Sir Ivone’s
life-long work. Among the Foreign Mi-
nisters, he gives 4 high place t6 Cufzon,
a superb drafter, though he lived in
olympiair isolation. Bevin won the re-
gard of the staff by his bluff common-
sense and rugged grappling of the fun-
_damentals. On the prospects of peace,
he feels that the U.N. has only machi-
nery to prevent war but no sanctions to
enforce justice. The chapters on the
Forelgn, Office would form a good sup-

pmeat to the fine work o the subject
sy Jobn Conuell. |~ =D - AargyoLa,
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CLOUDS OVER THE RISING SUN
By T. V. K. KRISHNAN

The cherry blossoms that inspire and
bring sunshine to Japanese hearts have
made their brief appearance this spring
also. But this year a horde of vicious
problems has also appeared on the
Japanese scene. Indeed this smiling
and prosperous nation of 92 million
people is today in the grip of painful
political convulsions.

For the last many months opposition
to the revised security pact between
Japan and the United Statcs, to Prime
Minister Nobusuke Kishi, and to U.S.
President Eisenhower’s visit has been
steadily increasing in volume. Last
January when Kishi announced his de-
cision to go to Washington to sign the
new security treaty, violent demonstra-
tions had broken out. Over 27,000
demonstrators had clashed with the
police and students had protested in
their own way by mass urination at
the main entrance of the Diet
(Parliament),

Kishi is as determined now as he was
then to get the treaty ratified by the
Parliament. He got it endorsed-by the
lower house on May 20 in a stormy,
post-midnight session, The vote on the
treaty was taken after 500 policemen
had forcibly removed the socialist oppo-
sition members from the legislative
chambers, following the attempt by the
leftists to prevent the House from meet-
ing by violent “sit-down” tactics' in the
corridors. The treaty will be ratified
automatically by the upper house of
the Parliament, if it does not take any
action within S0 days from the date
of endorsement by the, lower house.
June 19 happens to be the 30th day
and it also happens to be the day when
Eisenhower reaches Japan. .

The indecent and undemocratic haste
with which the treaty was rushed
through the lower house triggered a new
wave of demonstrations. Last Saturday,
June 4 over 1 million Japanese took part
in protest- rallies, demonstrations and
strikes. Another huge dernonstration is
scheduled for Juine 11. In fact these
protest activities. seem to have become
part of normie¥’ Yife i Tokyo,

Tho immediato “oppsition s to the

Washington last January 19 by Kishi

and - Eiserhowey, The treaty is to run
for 10 years, and its ten articles pledge

that (1) both nations will take action ..

to counter the common “danger, if the
forces dd&e" are attacked in Japan,
(2) prior consultatioh will be held bet.
ween the two before deploying U.S.

", forces from Japanese bases to other .
, M"‘““’ Far Fast and before in-

troducing nuclear weapons into the -

country, and (3) Japan is relecased from
further contribution (now Rs. 14 crores
a year) for the support of U.S. troops
in the islands.

Government circles claim that the
new treaty is more favourable than the
old one signed in 1951. The new treaty
can be terminated by Japan after 10
years. The old one could be annulled
only by the U.S. These minor conces-
sions do not satisfy the bpposition which
is totally opposed to the presence of
U.S. armed forces in the country. There
are now 75,000 U.S. troops in Japan
which is smaller in arca than Bombay
State. Another 50,000 U.S. troops are
stationed in Okinawa, a major U.S. air
base over which Japan holds nominal
sovereignty but lacks civil jurisdiction,
Three of the “black jets”—the Japanese
pame for U-2 plancs—are stationed
near Tokyo, Also, U.S, sea forces de-
ployed against China operate out of
Yokosuke, the big U.S. naval base south
of Tokyo. .

Lefusts and extremists argue that the
presence of U.S. forces could conceiv-
ably put Japan into an unwanted war.
The U-2 plane incident and the Sovict
threats gave topical force to the hrgu-
ment. The Japanese have not forgot-
ten the mass destruction and suffering
that followed the atom-bomb blasts in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In fact peo-
ple are still dying from cffects of the
atomic explosions nearly 15 years ago.
It is no wonder that the Japancse are
sensitive to threats from the Soviet
Union about nuclear retaliation, if U.S.
planes based in Japan flew over Com-
mumist territory.

But there- are many responsible
Japanese who feel that abandoning the
protective umbrella of U.S. military
strength might expose Japan to dan-
gers that can become far more un-
pleasant thgn the oppressions of the
present,

The political situation has, however,
been complicated by the - unpopularity
of Prime Minister Kishi. There is more
solid opposition to Kishi than to the
treaty as such. He has become a sym-
bol- of unwanted militarism and even
some members of his Liberal-Demo-
cratic party are unhappy about his
activities, )

Kishi was one of the Ministers of the
Tofo cabinet which declared war on
the US. fifteen years ago. He was
arrested and about to-be tried as a war
crimipal. But after three years of jail,
he was released. He said: “When 1
found out I was not going to be hanged.
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PASTERNAK THE POET
By J. VIJAYATUNGA

Pasternak  was essentially a poet
influenced by his carly training as a

_pianist and painter. It was his lyrical

which brought him fame both
g:)elt{:ssia and outside. His first book of
poetry was entitled My Sister, Life, and
consists of poems written before 1917.
This was followed by Theme and Vari-
ations, His memorics as a boy of the
1905 Revolution are found in nnothir
collection of pocms cntitled  “1905”.
These were followed by Lieutenant
Schmid¢. Second Birth, which was not
too favourably viewed in Russia was
published in 1032. A verse drama, in-
complete, Spektorsky, and Miscellaneous
Poems preceded Second Birth.

A contemporary of his was Maya!mv-
sky, four years youngcr. Hle committed
suicide at the age of thirty-six.

After the publication of Second Birth
he was employed by the State in trans-
Jating Shakespeare and the folk poetry
of Ceorgia. He remained in compara-
tive obscurity engaged in these uncrea-
tive pursuits until the publication of

ivago.
DféngV f‘..eonidovlch Pasternak came
from a cultured home. His father was
- well-known painter and painted Tol-
loy’s portrait. His mother was a pia-
ist. He himself studied music under

began to think about the rest of my
ife as a bonus to be D
tut his detractors complain that “once
. minion of the military,

and canmot be .

nlgs’;xi {s determined to stay in power.
Jis chances to stay at the top are not
neonsiderable. The Japanese army is
ot likely to take over civil adminis-
ration. For, it is a small force of
150,000 men with no pollﬂo_al preten-
;ions. The economic prosperity of the
sountry is also in favour of Kishi. The
fapmese.peq)le are now 25 per cent
better off than they were Dbefore the
war. Nearly every Japanese fami.ly.' ov:‘ns
a radio. One in every four families o‘a;
a TV set. Mdfe newspapegs are S

ita than in the g.S. . there

But with all these advan ages,
still can be a fall for Xishi. During the

last few months, Sohyo, the powerful, -

8-1/2 million-strong allian. ce of labour -
\Iniéns has been working against the
government. The Communist-ie(}'stu’;
desit organisation called mgalmr.m.b'
actively organizing revolts. Theschmacu.
& fostile for anti-Kishi, anti-US. am
'vitles. ‘The coming weeks are truly cri-
tical as far as U.S.-Japan relations are

Yol
SRR

R ‘.
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Kishi now
oudly sings the popular song of demo~ -

Scriabin, but painting had a greater
appeal for him. He also completed the
conventional academic courses, first in
Moscow, then in Marburg. He was
fifteen years old and was in St. Peters-
burg when the 1905 Revolution broke.

The best known poet of his day was
Alexander Blok, ten years older. Pas-
ternak himself owed little to the influ-
ence of Blok, to Laforgue, the French
symbolist, or Verlaine, as some critics
have suggested. Pasternak was always
a “Lonely”. If any influence can be
attributed to his early poetry one might
mention Lermentov, (1814-1841), who
was banished for having displeased the
Czar by an Ode he wrote. Lermentov

was killed in a duel when he was only -

twenty-seven. Lermentov was known as
the “Poet of the Caucasus”.
Pastemak  evokes the Caucasusian

‘goene vividly in the following poem:

“Afar where clouds in
rings were ocoiling

Like serpents on their
eggs, more dread

Than forays of the long

Of paths, they were,
blocked up by snow,
. Beyond the scemery of
" those skies, where
’ .hometheus hnmﬂShed»
. ceased to glow.
" Expressionism  was the vogue after

the first world war, and Pasternak did

10

not escape it. This poem, Thunder,

momentarily instantancous, is from My

Sister, Life:

And then the summer
snid goodbye

To the station. Taking
off its cap.

At night for souvenirs
the thunder

Took a hundred
blinding snaps.

Blok’s celebrated poem, The Twelve,
translated into English by Prof. Bowra,
breathes the very spirit of the Revolu-
tion. In strong contrast is Pasternak’s
wistful requiem:

Boss us then, while
the handkerchief’s
Still fluttering, you're
the lady yet,
While we remain in
the darkness still
And while the fire is
not blown out.

Sccond Birth, published in 1982
gives no clue as to when the poet fell
in love with a girl much younger:

0, how bold she was,
when hardly
Gone from her
beloved mother’s
Wing, in “fest she
gave her childish
Laugh to me and,
never offering
Opposition or impediment,
Her childish peace and
childish laugh,
Her concerns and
cares, a child
Innocent of injury ...

(The translations of Pasternak’s poems

are by ]. M. Conen.)
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CAPITAL COMMENTS
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SENSING OF NEW DANGERS
By JUNIUS

-NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister’s
home-return has not somehow brought
to an ond the uneasy suspenso pervad-
fng the whole atmosphere here for
some time. And there is quite an
ominous look about the place. There is a
general spprehension that the peo-
ple are in for a jolt or two; a
strange fear is working on their
minds. Whether all this is due to a
highly intriguing situation or just the
horrid heat, it is hard to say. But it
seems to be taken for granted that the
only thing which scems to cope with
the climate here-now is day-light crime.
It is hardly surprising that a lament-
able lack of vigilance on the part of
the administrators generally, recently
elicited from the Hindustan Times the
devastating remark that “India’s is t}:’e
worst administered capital in the world”,
1t is possible that there are others who
g0 a step, or many steps, further and
make as extravagant a olaim for the
country as a whole.

Repression s in full swing in Punjab,
By invoking the Preventive Detention
Act, Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon
heavily descended on the formid-
able Akali Chief and his men.
Mass arrests and an unabashed display
of might, reminiscent of older days,
whatever be the provocation or justi-
fication, are not always.a sign of fim-
ness; sometimes ‘they reveal a certain
frenzy. And even in quarters where

there is no sympathy” for Master Tara.

Singh’s demand for a Punjabi Suba,
there is a feeling that the Pratap Singh
Ministry acted none too wisely in re-
sorting to the Preventive Dectention
Act for scotching all anticipated mis-
chief. While conceding that the Gov-
emment had every right not to tole-
rate disorder or lawlessness of any
kind, the leading daily of the State
emphasised that the Government should
at the same time act with “wisdom and
dignity” and be wary of excesses.
Delhi, which is so much Punjabi, feels
doubly agitated as, what would have
been at any time unfortunate, is un-
thinkable now in view of what India
is heading for, on a larger front. A trial
of strength between Master Tara Singh
&nd Sardar  Pratap Singh Kairon is

capable of producing an upheaval in .
. the Punjeb while a divided Sikh com-

munity can imperil national interests.

Meanwhile the real question posed by

ﬂleAhljchnllengeremaimunansmed,
Bamely, whether it needs to be

K}

snswered by administrative strength oc
political statesmanship.

The ocumulative effect of the despat-
ches from abroad, all converging on
Chinese stiffness, whether in regard to
the border problem or the larger one
of peace, is that India is beginning to
sense new dangers. The smear-campaign
said to have been launched in the
foreign press under Chinese inspiration,
should convince anyone that nothing

" but the will of an united people and a

more realistic leadership can meet the
situation as it threatens to devclop. But
of such concentration of purpose there
is yet no unimpeachable evidence.
Apart from the hiddep dangers lurk-
ing in Communist strategy within our
own borders, the strange reluctance or
hesitation on the part of the Govern-
ment to mobilise the rest of the par-
ties in the country, in an all-out effort to
resist aggression before it takes a dead-
lier turn, is far from reassuring. The
latest reports, whether from Bhutan or
Nefa, are, to say the least, disturhing. In
a forthright speech, on the threats to
Democracy, recently delivered in Bom.
bay, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
§1 M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar
said that in case the State failed to get

back its lost territory quickly, there-

was the possibility of the people be-
coming impatient and changing the
form of Government. .

It 'is, in the circumstances, to
the credit of the Congress Presi-
dent that in his recent pronouncements
he has been outspoken on this subject.

Sri Sanjiva Reddy said in Coim- .
batore that, if a -party—he had -

of course the Communist Party
in mind—which would not call a coun-
try which had occupied 12,000 square
miles of their territory an aggressor,
still existed in the country, the people

should be really ashamed of their.

weakness. One would however like to

know, and Sri Sanjiva Reddy  should-

himself te]l us, why the Congress had
not then unequivocally branded China

as aggressor and why the Prime Minis- -
. tration and the morale of . the

ter, would not- use that term in his
talks cﬁ Mr. Chou? Sri Sanjiva
Reddy d

oubtless also right in ask-.

ing for the ejection of the Chinese from
the Indian territory,—if necessary by
force. But should he not have then
addressed the Congress Government on
the ‘subject and wrung a satisfactory

reply? Ths “Coungress President should

plead for greater realism in our affairs,
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(Cotitinued from page 4)

his surrender. He was, however, i€~

leased within a few Hours folioWitig

a telephonic tdlk between Dr. Sushilg

Nayar, who was at that time with

Acharya Bhave’s patty and M#

H. V. Pataskar, Governor of Madhya

Pradesh. Since then Kachera has been

accompanying the Sarvodaya leader.

. This moming the Sarvodaya work-

ers wanted to hand over Kachera to

the police but the latter declined.

Police officials in the camp are re-
ported to have said that they had
so far not received instructions to
arrest Kachera.

Things have come to such a
pass that for performing routine
duties the police feel they stand
in need of special pcrmission,
Congress rule, though replete
with many types of corruption,
has hitherto maintained credit in
the matter of the administration
of law. But this distinction is now
becoming a thing of the past.

It has also been announced that
the President has commuted the
death sentence of twa of the
dacoits to one of life imprison-
ment. There is no duty cast on
anyone except a LLudge to convict
a criminal to death, but if the Pre-
sidential reprieve is to be exer-
cised in a sensible manner, com-
passion must be supported by ex-
tenuating circumstances., Other-
wise it would stand out as a crude
exercise of quixotic intervention
in the administration of justice.
Practically every criminal con-
victed to death for murder would

be ‘entitled to similar indulgence

before the . Presidential violation
of the verdict of the court in the
case of the two dacoits can be
considered sustainable on any
moral principle. (It certainly is

- not sustainable in law).

The Acharya’s peace mission is
laying havoc with the inviola.
ility of the law, the integrity of
judicial and magisterial adminis-

lice. It can no longer be said in
ndia that the law is no respector
of persons. : —SAKA.

‘mdgiwammrleld,'hsteatid.pwhg

in public a question to which the ans-
wer must come, as he should know,

quarters ‘nearer home’. One mave

from
chanco was missed in Poona,

% TG
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IN IGNORANCE, REFRAIN

Humanity in its march forward
in civilization came to two great
institutions, Property and Religion.
They came to be, not as a result of
propaganda but out of universal
experience of countless years. If
we wish to foster human initiative
and enterprise, we must protect
the rights of property. If we
want to restrain human appetites
and produce order and co-opera-
tion among men we must have
religion. _

No amount of external direction
can replace the magic of pro-
perty. No amount of State com-
pulsion can replace religion.
Indeed the very source of energy
for external direction or for State
action will dry up if we tamper
with the institution of property or
withdraw protection- from it or if
we kill faith and the spirit of re-
ligion. Not external law but only
the powerful sanction of fear of
sin, and hope and love generated
by religion can effectively keep in
cKeck e excesses of human appe-
tites. Without religion the at-
tempt to create welfare out of
State compulsion is doomed to
abject failure. This vain attempt
can be boosted only by distorting
the very meaning of ‘welfare” and
‘progress’. Progress must mean
only advance towards a desirable
and laudable goal. The extinction
of human dignity and individual

. freedom in order to ‘progress’

vitiates the nature of progress
itself. Progress achieved by losing
self-direction (Swatantra) and giv-

ing more and more and finally all

ditection -to the State, is not
progress. ‘“Know what you are
changing before you start to

By C.. RAJAGOPALACHARI

change it” said Ritchie Calder of
UNESCO expanding the old
maxim of the great French phy-
siologist Claude Bernard—"In
knowledge pursue, but in igno-
rance refrain.” The article in our
Constitution which laid down that
all citizens in India shall have the
right to acquire, hold and dispose
of property and practise any pro-
fession or carry on any occupa-
tion, trade or business was not
framed to be unwisely mauled,
disobeyed and discredited within
ten years of our freedom.

The checks needed against the
misuse of the right to hold pro-
perty must be moral checks issu-
ing out of religion, not in a denial
of the right itself. To do all in our
power to weaken the universal
mechanism of restraint and social
solidarity viz., religion, and to
seek to create a new mechanism
through recently enacted laws
are bound to be a dismal failure.
The very process of dissent and
debate through which a law
must go before it is finalised
weakens its potency and makes
it a poor substitute for religion
that has achieved universal ac-
ceptance and confirmation through
common practice without dissent
or debate. Statesmanship demands
the conservation of helpful forces
of such great potency. It is a poor
intelligence that would seek to
throw them away in favour of an
inadequate substitute.

To the superficial eye the vari-

.ous penal laws may appear to be

responsible for human good con-
duct. But a little reflection would
show that what brought about
the laws as well as what continues

to maintain good conduct is the
conscience and good sense inside
us fostered and maintained by
religion. Most people abstain from
lying, cheating, stealing and mur-
der no® on account of the law but
on account of the sense of what
is dharma. The punishment for
the breach depends on laws, but
the sanction for good conduct is
not in the law but in what pro-
duced the law, viz., the inner
sense nursed by religious faith
and practice.

Self-government essentially
means self-reliance, self-restraint,
self-discipline,  self-denial, self-
direction as contrasted with a sys-
tem of government which places
unlimited powegr in the State and
its officials to restrain, ‘control and
direct and hence compulsorily to
enslave and regiment the in-
dividual.

Apart from and in addition to
all other causes, the proclaimed
atheism of Communist Powers lies
at the bottom of the distrust of
nations making negotiations and
treaties with them difficult. Tt is not
religionism, but distrust which na-
turally arises out of the absence of
even an argument why they
should not break their word when
it would suit them. It is most un-
fortunate for the world that co-
existence and peace are rendered
difficult on account of the dec-
lared atheism of the Communist
Powers. May India never cons-
ciously or unknowingly get into
this evil condition, as it can' easily,
if it goes on flirting with Commu-
nist policies and secularism in in-
creasing measure. ‘



2 o

SWARAJYA

NEAR ‘STRIKING i)ISTANCE > OF A TREATY
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

The Chinese operations against
India and her neighbouring terri-
tories have for the time being
turned national attention to the
dangers of Communist aggression
in Asia, and people talk of the
Cold War having been transferred
to Asia. Still the main danger to
humanity as a whole lies in the
nuclear arms race and the deadly
weapons stored in U.S. and
U.S.S.R.

A treaty over the tests that
is nearing completion in Geneva
3 of the greatest consequence
to the wh(i world. The fol-
Jowing extracts from what two
eminent men have said very
recently will be read with gatisfac-
tion all over the world. Chester
Bowles, our one time American
ambassador and a powerful mem-
ber of the Democratic Party of
America, writes in an article
in a recent issue of the NEw
LEADER:

The latest Soviet proposal and the
Eisenhower-Macmillan  counter-pro-
posal have now brought within
striking distance the possibility for a
summit agreement on a nuclear test
ban. Seventeen articles out of a pro-
posed 22-article treaty have been
agreed upon. In principle, the USSR
has committed itself to accept a com-
plex global monitoring and control
system that will include foreign ob-
servers and inspectors operating inside
Russia.

A treaty based on these proposi-
tions would be a tremendous step

. forward, even if it did not cover the
presently undetectable small bomb
tests conducted underground. It would
set into motion the world’s first trial
international ingpection system. It
would initiate the process of inter-
national controls for which we have
waited so long, and upon which the

chances for all further progress di-

rectly depend.

About the five articles which
remain to be agreed upon at the
Geneva  Conference, Bertrand
Russel writes: . .

I consider the remaining differences
trivial and 1 am persuaded that, if
either the Western or the Soviet ne-
gotiators had any real wish to reach
agreement, a treaty could wvery
quickly be concladed.

Bertrand Russel says further:
Communists and anti-Communists
can live together or die together, or,
.just possibly, arrive at the superiority
of one of the twp groups. For my
part, I wish to see them liwe together,
and I wish most earnestly to see
them not die together. If this worst
possibility is to be prevented it is not
enough for each side to bristle with
H-bombs ready to be fired off when-
ever a flight of starlings is mistaken
for enemy missiles. It is mecessary
that each side should learn to treat
the other with common courtesy and
with the realization that we all live
_ in glass houses. The calm assump-
tion that of course the other side
would cheat, but of course our side
would not, is made by both sides.
But to hear some champions of the
West speaking, one would never
guess that the other side can be
equally sincere in its suspicions. Let
it be granted that there are risks; but
once this has been granted it should
be admitted that our present course
involves a far greater probability of
far worse disasters than any that are
to be feared from more conciliatory
policies,

The following from a letter in
the New York Times of May 30
written by Erich Kahler may
also be read with . considerable
interest:

The people of the world are
beginning to revolt against the
gamble of the Big Two. They are
more interested in their survival and
their protection from fall-out than in
the outcome of the struggle between
Capitalism and Communism. All the

If we run into such debts, as
that we must be taxed in our
necessarles and our comforts, in
meat and in our drinks, in our
labours and our amusements,
our people must come to labour
sixteen hours in the twentyfour,
give the eamings of fifteen of
these to the Government for
their debts and daily expense;
and the sixteenth being insuffi-
cient to afford us bread, we must
be glad to obtain subsistence by
hiring ourselves to the govern-
ment to rivet their chains on the
necks of our fellow sufferers.

—THOMAS JEFFERSON.
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more so since they are made to rea-

lize by events in Korea, Turkey,

Vietnam and South Africa how ‘free’

the free world actually is.

Both Russia and America have
failed their global responsibility:
Russia on the spot of the summit,
America long before. Khrushchev has
disappointed the world by his lack
of restraint and his impossible de-
mands. The Eisenhower Administra-
tion has jeopardised the reputation of
America as a peace-loving nation by
never taking the summit conference
and the current negotiations quite
seriously.

This is evidenced by the attitude
of the Administration all along; the
U-2 incident was just one link in a
long line of careless or clearly un-
responsive acts, Among the many ins-
tances that could be mentioned, re-
cent ones include the tendency to
fgnore or minimize any Russian con-
cession, the announcement of the
President that he wanted to leave the
summit conference after a week, the
lack of any serious preparation for the
disarmament discussion, the “Alert”
on the eve of the conferencc—~—per-
haps the most irresponsible act of all.

The danger of a surprise attack was
declared non-existent by a report of
the Army itself on May 4 (New York
Times, May 5). It could not be used
as an excuse for either the “Alert” or
for that matter the reconnaissance
flight of the U-2 just before the
summit conference.

If Mr. Erich Kahler of Prince-
ton could write in this strain it is
no wonder Khrushchev thought
that they had sought to fool him
and so completely lost his temper.

Any way, to use the editorial
language of the New York Times,
“the leaders of the Big Two dur-
ing the last week of May struck
postures of moderation which
dispelled much of the anxiety ge-
nerated by the summit fiasco”.
Now that there is less tension,
summitry being out, we must go
back to classical diplomacy and
the UN. The Big Two should
remember the responsibility the
carry towards the peoples of dtg
world and not only towards their
own peoples. The rest of the
world, and in particular the
“uninvolved” nations should also
remember their own duties and
realise their own souls and not
get too accustomed to the men-
tality of drift.
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THE GITA PLAN
By C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

We must find a solution for the
problems of economic progress in
India which will steer clear of the
physical compulsions adopted with
‘success” in China and of the plan
of expense and foreign loans lead-
ing to bankruptcy adopted at
present by the Government of
India. What is needed is a spiri-
tual drive for hard physical labour
as a matter of religious duty
which will convert “manpower
into gold. The Gita gives us the
clue. All work is equally noble and
is worship in its;if if done in a
spirit of dedication. This is the
Gita teaching.

» L o

This was the sanction for
work in the old days. The
division of all work into caste
functions was based on this
polity. There were not only four
castes as the simplified scriptures
might lead us to believe, but a
hundred castes even in those days
each one of which had a social
function allotted to it as religious
luty. There was no room for am-
bitions or frustration consequent
on failure of such ambitions. To-
day for several causes that sys-
tem has all but broken down.

® . -

We need a spiritual force that
can be a substitute for the phy-
sical compulsions that in totali-
tarian countries produce the
labour needed for progress. In the
absence of this, our man-power is
going to waste. If we could pro-
vide a non-compulsory but effee-
tive sanction we could convert
our manpower into wealth and
achievement. A mere appeal for
hard work cannot be mistaken for
a force or a sanction. If the appeal
comes from a personality of emi-
nence or holy influence it may
carry to some extent the force of
a duty. But our Prime Minister’s
appeal is not intensive or single-

inted. It loses much of its in-

erent strength by what he other-{l

wise spiaks or does.
[ ]

The rigidity of the old caste

system and the idea of superiority!

and inferiority that came to be
associated with it do not permit
any going back to it in the present
times. But the sacredness and
equality in social and national
value of all work enunciated in
the Gita is something that we can
derive out of that system and
apply even in our changed world.

L] ] L

We must revive and reinforce
the Gita doctrine of all work
being equally noble and being
dedicated as worship. We must
revive the simple life which would
enable the national exchequer as
well as private capital to pay more
or less equally for all honest

“work of all kinds” to which -

each one of us is fit, or can
be easily adapted. The Gita
way of life -and the Gita doctrine
of equal worth of all tasks are the
only alternatives to the physical
compulsions of godless totalita-
rianism. That doctrine is of perma-
nent relevancy even though the
caste polity is no longer there. As
long as there are functions and
social values the Gita doctrine is
available for application.

Free work to fullest capacity,
free in the sense of freedom from
external compulsion, is the alter-
native to the way of Communism
as practised by China and Rus-
sia. Where machinery is scarce
and poverty limits the use of im-
ported time-sdving implements,
we must use our man-power to
the fullest extent. It is stupid to
cry for reduction of population
without being sure of the means

of progress or of the success of our

plans. The human body is a most

wonderful and powerful tool by

itself and need not be under-
valued and neglected.

The urge to work cannot arise

. or be expected to come out of a
. mere appeal from above. It must
. igsue from an inner conviction and
| spiritual hunger in each one of us.

And this can enly be created by

3

religion. If we reflect on this, we
shall see how great and valuable
the Gita is. That precious and
holy inheritance has not been put
to purposeful use. We have in
the Gita a real Plan for the reali-
sation of India’s ambitions. We
must link our efforts, our aims as
well as the means, with the Gita,
which is universal in outlook.
Either that or physical compul-
sion, these are the only two alter-
natives. The psychological change
that Sri Jayaprakash Narayan and
Vinobaji desire can only come
from a religious conversion of
the highest and purest type for
which we must work.

L L4 ]

The Five Year Plan with the
scramble Jfor the biggest share in
it, along with an unwillingness and
incapacity to bear the burden of
taxation that goes with it, is no
good and should be substituted
by the Gita and a plan based on
universal labour that was taught
by the Gitacharya as the nation-
wide form of worship of God as
well as the means of welfare in
the worldly sense.
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President Eisenhower who has
already left Washington on his
tour of the Far East, which is to
include also a visit to Japan, says:

“If the trip now ahead of me were
concerned principally with the sup-

port of a regime or a treaty or a

disputed policy, if it were intended

merely to bolster a particular pro-
gramme or to achiecve a limited

objective, such a journey would have

no real justification. But this trip is
not so concerned, not so intended.
Rather, it represents an important
phase of a programme whose para-
mount objective was, and is, to im-
prove the climate of international
understanding.”
L] L L

If the President’s paramount
objective of improving the climate
of international understanding is to
be realised, there should at least
be a fair chance of a welcome for
him in the countries visited. That
this is too much to expect from
Japan now is clear from the re-
ception that awaited the Presi-
dent’s Secretary, Mr. Hagerty,
when he arrived in Tokyo last
week.

[ [ J L ]

It might be that the anti-Ame-
rican demonstrations in Japan can
be traced to international Commu-
nism. Even so, they impose on the
host country a terrific strain in the
matter of security arrangements
which the President should hesi-
tate to impose. As the conse-
quences of the security measures
misfiring are too dreadful to con-
template, even from the stand-
point of the very objective pro-
claimed by the President, a rever-
sal’ of the projected programme
would be wise even at the last
minute.

LB L ] | ]

When Chou En-lai visited India,
Mr. Nehru’s invitation to the Chi-
nese leader was backed by the
Communists, but the rest of the
country stood hostile and aloof.
Even - in Mr. - Nehru's Congress
Party there was aversion for the
visit and no cordiality. Unlike
President Eisenhower to Japan,

Chou-came to India, as the repre-

sentative of a hostile aggressive
power that had occupied by force
a considerable part of Indian ter-
ritory. The worﬁl’s annals perhaps
contain no parallel for a Prime
Minister responding to aggression
with pleasantness inviting the ag-
gressor as an honoured guest to
his capital for talks. But India is
not Japan, and Chou En-lai’s visit
sassed without riots or violent
emonstrations. Mr. Nehru and
his guest seemed for the moment
to have carried the day, but the
aftermath in = Indo-Chinese rela-
tions cannot be said to have taken
a happy turn thereby. Mr. Chou
En-lai's visit has set in motion
forces that have strained public
confidence in Mr. Nehru to break-
ing point and destroyed the pic-
ture of the Prime Minister as a
trustworthy defender of his coun-
. They have also further in-
tensified Indian hostility to China.
[ ] L ] ]

Unwanted visits do not promote
international understanding. They
only aggravate existing tensions.
America and China are not com-
parable in their relations with
Japan and India respectively.
After the defeat of war, rehabili-
tation and freedom came to Japan
through American aid and effort,
whereas India is caught helplessly
within the orbit of expansionism
of a mighty aggressive China.
President Eisenhower may have
only a minority of the Japanese to
reckon with, opposed to his visit,
but it is a Communist-backed
minority more powerfully en-
dowed for creating riot and dis-
turbance than the vast Indian ma-
jority that was hostile to Chou
En-lai’s visit to Delhi. The Indian
practice of diplomacy through
invitations to heads of States
disregarding internal adverse at-
mosphere, should serve as a
warning to other nations and
their leaders and not as an
example to be copied or imi-
tated. There would be little
room for promoting understand-
ing while all the resources of the
Japanese Government have to be
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drawn upon during the President’s
visit for ensuring safety of his
person. The feeling would be
one of achievement if the mere
task of restoring him back
home unscathed is successfully
performed.
o L (]

“It should be realised that
paucity of personnel would not
permit more than a certain degree
of economic development and ex-
ansion of facilities”, remarked
Sri Kamaraj at the Nilakottai
Taluk Congerence on Sunday.
Why is there paucity of person-
nel after twelve years of Con-
gress rule? The main contributory
cause is undoubtedly the un-
patriotic behaviour of the gene-

rality of the Congress bosses. They

have failed to put the national
interests above other smaller inter-
ests. If the resources of talent in
the country had been vigilantly
sought and cultivated and en-
couraged with development faci-
lities in technical and scientific
institutions, the nation’s need of
personnel in the various branches
of the economy would have been
adequately met. But Congressmen
in power have treated the country
as a private patrimony for the
benefit of those in whom they were
personally or clannishly interested.
People are taxed unnecessarily to
provide benefits to favourites
through underhand perversions
and abuses of administrative

power.
° L *

The Chief Minister of Madras
still indulges in the story that the
Congress party wants to tax the
rich and that the Swatantra Party
is the friend of the wealthy. The
Swatantra Party opposes strongly
the hidden and indirect taxes that
are increasingly imposed and
which lay a heavy burden on the
poor and the middle classes. The
cost of living index is the best
witnc s of the effect of Congress
taxation policy. It has gone up
last weék by ten points in essen-
tials like food and clothing. The
Congress hangs heavily on the
rich. Its only policy towards the
poar is false promises and squan-

dering of public money. —Saxa.
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A PUT-UP SHOW
By POTHAN JOSEPH

Time stood motionless (a momentous
expression) when, at Poona, the end of
the AIC.C. meeting was reached on
the third day and a vote was taken on
the question of the Reorganisation
Committee’s Report vis-a-vis the Hanu-
manthayya’s Committce Report on the
claim raised by the latter body to the
effect that the elective principles
should be introduced into the composi-
tion of the Working Committee which
is now under Presidential nomination.
Can’t at least one-third of the strength
be left to election? Mr, Nehru during
a hot debate stood fast by tradition
and spoke firmly in the first two days—
but when the House at last divided
Mr. Nehru was found amongst the 48
that lost the day against a mujority of
148. Before all members could take in
the possible significance of Mr. Nehru
appearing helpless in a minority, the
House dispersed, only a few perceptive
members of the immediate coterie
dropping their jaws, wondering if Pan-
ditji “had not been let down”.

As a matter of fact, there was
nothing catastrophic in the session that
ended technically in confusion of is-
sues. Nevertheless, photo-prints were
rushed to the newspapers depicting
Pandit Nehru raising his hand against
what in other circumstances would have
been called the “brutc majority”. The
Poona session did not move an inch
beyond the position already reached at
Sadashivnagar, so that in point of re-
cording, the occasion did not go beyond
affording an opportunity of speech-
making on the intemational situation,
the Commonwealth Conference, the
‘firm’ stand against China, the warmth
of the P.M’s Egyptian visit, and the
appropriateness of Panditji’s presence
in Istanbul for the issue of a joint-
communique of democratic content
just a day before the round-up of the
regime and the discovery of skeletons
massed in the burial of past victims.
Pandit Nchru was particularly sensitive
about the defence of Ambassador Atal,
a Kashmiri official of high rank but who
proved as a diplomat not alert enough
in his sense of timing. He officiously
rehabilitated Mr. Atal’s prestige against
the disclosures of some Indian journa-
lists who had been currently abroad in
connection with the Summit Conference
and the Berlin crisis.

As far as the Dhebar Committee
Report went, previous proposals were
bound to be swamped. The proposition
that no Minister should hold office for
more than two terms was totally ob-
jectionable to placemen. A daring dis-

sident meeting the difficulty of the
country losing the leadership of Pan-
dit Pant said that the latter should be
deemed as replaceable through the
choice of a younger man. Surcly, some
device could be found to solve specific
problems. For instance, when John
Foster Dulles had under doctor’s orders
to let go his office, his insatiable fond-
ness for power had been met for a week
by President Eisenhower maming him
as Consulting Secretary of State, while
Christian Herter took on the job. When
it comes to power and patronage there
is no insoluble problem, provided
division of spoils is less important
than the moulding of a nation’s de-
mocratic future. Pandit Nehru then
opposed changes and he made sharp
remarks against proposals.

One argument heard in the shamiana
was that the Coungress President held a
unique office and therefore the Work-
ing Committee should be the full panc]
of his nomination. Whether the Presi-
dent is unique and therefore entitled to
be the Epitome of multiple-functions,
or because of his many-facedness in
authority he must be called unique is
a riddle that could be treated as being
something of a metaphysical issue, but
then the Poona meeting itself was
unique in the history of the Congress,
if only because of the boosted reason
that “for the first time in Congress his-
tory there will be no official motion
before the All India Congress Com-
mittee”. It was in the nature of a Bar-
mecides Feast where no dish is served,
though the revels of hospitality are
heard far and wide.
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In the absence of any official agenda,
it could not be more than a repetition
of Sadashivnagar; and the Executive
functioned as a smudgy rubber-stamp.
All the same, the conundrum about
Pandit Nehru being in the minority
remains unanswered. “Others abide our
question, thou art free”. That is all very
well for Shakespeare. Or it may be
taken as proof of his appellation in a
recent biography: “The Unpredictable
Nehru”. In the mystique of hero-worship
his momentary preference for the mino-
rity crowd may pass for the Lord’s
Lila—a whimsical thing above the
questioning or comprehension of devout
worshippers,

A secular interpretation is that it
proves that minorities are safe under
Nehru Rule, and that there will be no
dragooning of opinion as in some of
the other countries striving to be in the
limelight. ¥ wonder whether the act of
Nehru grimly raising his hand would
be considered by photographers as
being on a par with the snapping of
the pillow-throw at the Avadi session.
The normal surmise is that Pandit
Nehru at Poona knew that his dissent
in the form of hand-raising (hoity-
tofty) was an innocuous gesture. Were
he dead-earnest that a quota of one-
third should consist of elected members,
he could have taken up the time of
the House for just five minutes and
delivered a vehement speech which
would have won a total house, or per-
haps registered a majority of 148 with
48 neutrals sitting in stunned silence
over the acme of a pantomime-session.
A broadcast on the Prime Minister’s re-
turn could have covered the occasion,
since in the summing-up of Poona,
it was a case of “Business Done:
Nil”.
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MISADVENTURES IN KERAILA -1V
By M. KRISHNAN

On April 13 I received a remarkable
epistle from the Game Ranger, call-
ing on me to pay Rs. 62-24, being the
taxi-fare paid on the night of April 2/8,
and rent for the occupation of the
‘Inspection Bungalow’—so much for the
promised free accommodation and
transport, and the C.C.F’s specific as-
surance over the phone that I would
not be asked to pay for the taxil

This same day I was asked a ques-
tion by the Game Ranger, relayed from
the C.C.F.: Would I be willing to shitt
to the Traveller's Bungalow at Peer-
made, visiting the sanctuary each day
in a jeep? The Game Ranger said that
Peermade was an hour-and-a-half from
the sanctuary by jeep. Asked if the
accommodation and transport offered
would be provided free (I still had the
taxi bill in my pocketl), he gould only
say_that he had no instructions in the
matter; nor could he tell me if I could
get vegetarian food at Peermade.
There was ample accommodation at
the government guest house within the
sanctuary, the Edapalayam Bungalow
near which the local wild life congre-
gated; to shift 20-odd miles further
away, instead of closer in, was obviously
neither intelligent nor practical.

On April 14 I wrote an ultimatum,
which I could poest only the next day

—afterncon one cannot catch the post
at Thekkady. This ultimatum was ad-
dressed to the C.CF., with carbon copy
marked to the Joint Secretary, Agricul-
ture—this extraordinary mode of cor-
re:l[?ondence was justiied by my extra-
ordinary circumstances. True co ]
the bill for Rs. 62-24 was appgz’d;)dt
tq each copy of this letter (the original
bill being retained as evidence)—]
made this bill (which, naturally, i
refused to pay) the ‘cause of action’, 1
referred to all my previous letters and
th'e telegram, and said that what 1
minded most was neither the consider-
able discomfort nor the monetary loss
that we had suffered, but the utter lack
of response to my appeals to both of
them. Granted, hypothetically, that
thfe}f had been preoccupied with some
crisis, there had been ample time to
perform their promises to me, and any-
way there could be no possible justifi-
cation for their hostile silence. Once
got to remote Sungam, I apprehended
that I could not evéy have the remedy
of leaving their State without very
considerable loss of property. There-
fore I called on the C.CF. either to
fulfil all his promises to me, specifically
listed, or to assure the fulfilment of
such things as could not be immedia-
tely done, or to provide me with ade-
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qu.ate transport to take us and our
things to Kottayam or Madura and
help us to secure our tickets back to
Madras— in the latter case, I pointed
out, there was no question of paying
me any part of my actual expenses,
an.d each side would cut its losses. I
sald'I would stay on at Thekkady till
April 19, and asked for an immediate
reply to this letter. Subsequently 1
sent the CCF. a telegram asking for
an immediate reply. I now sce that
this letter of mine was as much a sur-
render as it was an ultimatum.

Although the C.C.F. was morally
bound to arrange for my departure if
he chose the second of my alternatives,
and‘ this had been pointed out to him,
I'dxd not place myself at the mercy of
his tenuous sense of duty, but privately
booked my tickets to Madras from
Madura, by the Trivandrum Express
on April 22. Then I started on the
'Smyphean task of packing our things
in such a way that the bulk of the equip-
ment  could be sent by the Southern
Roadways van to Madras, leaving us
comparatively lightly laden for retreat.

Or'x the 19th, as I was finishing my
packing, I received an endorsement (to
me) on a reminder to the Kerala Govy-
emment, marked ‘Express’ and dated
April 18, from the Personal Assistant to
th(‘e‘ c(:'J.C.F., which I quote below:

opy to Sri Kri i {
to letter dated 143?6??.“ with referenco

.The Chief Conservator of Forests
.wdl try to meet you shortly. I have to
inform you that | have already
adc!r.e?sed Government  for providing
facﬂ{tles for your stay. Without getting
specific  Government orders nothing
can be done in the matter.

V. Sukumaran Nair

for Chief Conservator of Forests,

I thought there was neither substance
?or _sense in the statement that no
acilities could be provided for my stay
e.xcept- on  specific government sanc-
tion: if that werg so, neither the C.CF.
nor the Joint Secretary,  Agriculture
had any business to promise or assure
me of anything. However, it was not
that which imritated me in this epistle
but.something more nebulous, Then 1
realised what it was, I told my wife
that the words “The C.CF. will try to
meet you shortly”, offended my delicate
sense of style—that sentence should
have read, “The C.CF. might care to
'l'ne.et you shortly”, or, better still,

might grant you audience presently”]
) A_t once my wife was up in amns
justifying the C.C.F. She now lme\\;
w!1y the C.CF. was avoiding a meeting
w.1th me, which might well resolye all
difficulties—she had analysed the situa-
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tion,- with her infallible feminine intui-
tion, and his stubbom silence  was

really due to mixed motives. I agreed®l

—1, too, thought it was due to some-
thing mixed, to a mixture of plzfin and
fancy boorishness, and could find nolr’{‘
excuse for anyone who, being so much
in the wrong, had not even had the\»
manliness to apologise. That was %t,;\
said my wife, that was precisely it.!
Being so much in the wrong, and’
sensing .my rancour, t!lc C.CF. was
naturally fighting shy of mecting me or
writing to me. A guilty conscience
pricks—the wicked flee when no man
pursueth—and so on, and do on,
and so on. »

No man, however experienced or
strong, has any chance with his yvxie
in closely circumscribed surroundmg.s,
such as we were in. In the open air,
pethaps—but not in a lock-up. At the
eng‘ of an hour I was committed to a
last attempt at saving the situation, by
assuring the C.C.F. that 1 was keen on
meeting him and willing to bury the
hatchet. 1 learnt that the C.CF. was
now camped at Peermade, and on Fhe
evening of the 19th and the morning
of the 20th I spent several hours, at t.he
Post OMfice next door, trying to get him
on the trunk telephone, but the line was
out of order. So, on April 20 I sent a
special messenger to Peermad'e W.lth
an urgent letter to the C.C.F,, in which
I said that as I was packing to leave
on the 19th I had received a note from
his P.A. informing me that he (the
C.C.F) would be trying to meet me,
that I had tickets to Madras .hf)m
Madura on the 22nd but was willing
to cancel them, that I was n.aally keen
on completing the job on wh.lch I had
come to Kerala and felt that 1f. we n.xet
and talked things over all difliculties
could be resolved, and that I would' be
glad if he could meet me that evening.

My messenger was back in the even-
ing with the news that the C.C.F. was
away from Peermade and so the letter
had been left with his orderly ] and
would be delivered to the C.C.F. imme-

diately on his returm, in the evening.

learned that the C.C.F. was visit-
ingI Thekkady with a party of l7dpe:<i
ple, the next morning, and had or 1ert
a picnic breakfast in the boat, and later
a picnic lunch on land. I. watched g;\r-
gantuan preparations being made o(;
this feast. Who says that the pomp an
glory of royalty is 8
in democratic India?
very much.

1t is still’ there

s I noticed a green-
Next morning ard on duty at the

tur Forest Gu : .
ml:lsa?&fddirecﬂy below the little hllé(.)ck
on which we were. He was stan ltrz
idly, and everytime he heard an au -
mobile approaching he would stiffen

]

thing of the past ‘
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attention, only to relax and stand at

fease again as he sighted the car and

realised that it was not his Chief’s.
Then a string of 3 cars came roaring
round the bend, and the Guard clicked
his heels together and saluted smartly
—the cars disappeared round the cor-
ner and the man slumped back to nor-
mal, eased his belt, and crossed the
road to the tea-shop on the other side.

Georgius Rex had arrived.

He was there, within furlongs of us,
having his picnic breakfast and lunch,
and late in the afternoon he left with
his party. Even my wife, who had felt
so sure he would call, agreed that we
had only provided the C.C.F. with an
opportunity to add insult to consider-
able injury.

“I would like to say just one thing
more about the incredible behaviour of
the C.CF. Some people, who knew
him and assured me that he was a
“nice man” (whatever that means), were
sure that his obnoxious conduct to-
wards me was due to the ‘fact’ (of
which, too, they felt sure) that he had
been misled by the reports of one of
his deputies about me. Well, all I can
say is that the people who advanced
that line of defence did not realise how
damaging it was to their protege. I have
not the slightest hesitation in saying
that the man who will abuse his offi-
cial position and powers to harass a
stranger invited by him to do a diffi-
cult and highly-skilled job for him, be-
cause one of his deputies does not like
the looks or tone of the invitee, is unfit
to hold any public office, even that of
a peon in a government department;
he should be. sacked at once, in the
interests of a decent and honest admi-
nistration.

Furthermore, this explanation is logi-
cally unsustainable. I am a total stran-
ger to the CCF,, Kerala, and had little
truck vyith any of his deputies; more-
over, right at the start, immediately on
my arrival and before any prejudice or
pique could be set in operation, I found
that neither accommodation nor any of
the other promised amenities (beyond
the boat) had been provided for me.

Through the kindness of a young man
who befriended us, we got a hand-cart
and coolies from Kumily, 1-1/2 miles
away, and loaded our things on to the
cart. Just when we were Jeaving, the
rain came down in torrents, and we
had to stop. Our luggage was in the
open cart, covered by the sectional
canvas hide I had brought with me,
and after an anxious hour I found that
in spite of the violence of the rain not
a drop of water had seeped lthrough the
cinvas to damage my cameras or film.
My hide had served a purpose ot last
in Kerala, though not as anticipated |
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We trudged through the slush to
Kumily, and took various buses to reach
Madura next day, where the train to
Madras and a less bitter life awaited us.

(Concluded).
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A VISIT TO SURATGARH FARM
' By V. V. RAMANA, ™. .

It had been my desire since a long
time to see the much publicised Soviet-
aided mechanised farm at Suratgarh.
My curiosity has been further increased
by the compliments paid to it by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Nikita
Khrushchev during their visits.

It is said that when Mr. Bulganin
and Mr. Khrushchev visited India in
1955, they offered a gift of machinery
for the establishment of a single com-
pact farm of about 30,000 acres.

A place in Rajasthan near Suratgarh
was selected for this purpose and was
approved by the Russian experts. The
extent of the land is 29,166 acres, or
48 Square miles. Of these, 23,355 acres
are waste lands belonging to the Gov-
emment of Rajasthan, and there was
no difficulty in acquiring them. The
balance has been acquired frae¢ private
persons either by paying compensation
or by giving them alternative lands.
The soil is alluvial and the land flat.
For the time being, 2,500 acres are
under percnnial irrigation and the rest
is under non-perennial irrigation with
water available from June to October.
However the = entire land would be
under perennial irrigation with Bhakra,
Rajasthan and Ganga canals. The
length of the main channels is about
32 miles. The canals have been dug
by the Government of Rajasthan
mainly, Six tube wells have been dug
but only one is successful giving 4,000
to 5,000 gallons of water per hour,
Agricyltural machinery worth about
Rs. 80,00,000 was given, in addition to
the services of four techmical experts
who are now working at the farm.

The layout of the farm is as follows:

22,670 acres for agricultural opera-
tions.

2,000 acres for orchards.

1,500 acres for animal husbandry.

4,500 acres for roads, buildings,
channels, forest belts, etc.

The entire farm has been divided
into five blocks with an average acreage
of 5,000. Each block is again sub-
divided into units of ,250 acres. Thus,
there will be about 1,000 units. Each
unit is being circamscribed by roads of
60 feet on two sides and 30 feet on
the other two sides and is having irri-
gation channels., There would be three
colonies at three centrally Jlocated
places in order to house the workers,
godowns, stores, etc., costing about
Rs. 1,00,00,000. There will be a work-
shop near one of the colonies at a cen-
trally located place. The total land so
far brought under cultivation is 20,000
acres and the cost of reclamation per
acre will be Rs. 40, excluding the
charges for machinery and esta-
blishment.

The main rabi crops that are being
raised are wheat, mustard taramira,
gram and barley and the main kharit
crops are paddy, jowar, bajra, green
manure, maize, cotton and sugar-cane.

The administrative head of the farm
is the general manager. Under him
there are five heads of departments, an
agricultural officer, technical engineer,
a director of administration, accounts
officer. and a stores officer. Each one
gf them is having a host of subordi-
nates. For example, the agricultural
officer is having some farm superinten-
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dents who are in charge of two or
three blocks. The farm superintendent,
in turn, is having scnior agricultural
assistants under him. The senior agri-
cultural assistant is in charge of a blogk.
There are junior agricultural assistants
in charge of 1500 to 2000 acres under
the senior agricultural assistant. The
junior agricultural officer is having a
number of ficld men who in turn are
having 6 or 7 labourers under him.
Elaborate is the machinery for admi-
nistration in all the five branches. The
Agricultural department would be hav-
ing some more departments like shecp
breeding and cattle breeding—one for
cows and the other for bulfalows—or-
chards, animal husbandry and poultry.

The present strength of the personnel
in the farm is about 350 permanent
(technical and non-technical) besides
about 500 seasonal cmployecs.

Ultimately 25,000 acres will “be
brought under cultivation whose total
cost of reclamation would be Rs. 10
lakhs. The total investment on build-
ings would be about Rs. 1,00,00,000.
Flood control measures, roads and
minor adjustments in irrigation would
cost about Rs. 40,00,000. The
cost of machinery would be about
Rs 1,00,00,000. Ultimately the capital
expenditure involved would be about
Rs. 2,50,00,000 which means about
Rs. 1,000 per acre. When the entire land
of 25,000 acres is brought under culti-
vation according to the programme, the
annual recurring expenditure on various
heads would be, Rs. 12,00,000 for per-
manent personnel, Rs. 8,00,000 for
scasonal personnel, Rs. 12,00,000 for
fuel, Rs. 2,00,000 for stores, Rs. 3,00,000
for seeds, Rs. 3,00,000 for manures and
Rs. 2,00,000 for rent and water charges.
This amounts to Rs. 42,00,000 (with
minor variations in different heads),
which means Rs. 168 per acre per
annum. Depreciation on the interest on
the capital investment per acre amounts
to Rs. 60 per acre per annum. Thus
the total annual recurring expenditure
per acre would be Rs. 278.

Such is the magnitude of this cen-
tral mechanised farm with its huge in-
vestment and complexities. Judging
from all angles, I am sorry to state that
1 am thoroughly disappointed by this
venture.

The Government is very clever in
appointing a retired Military General as
general manager of the farm. Presum-
ably, this idea was suggested by Rus-
sian experts with a view to bave regi-
mented control over the workers of the
fam. The general manager, at -the
conclusion of our visit, frankly expressed
some of the difficulties he is experi-
encing. He said that in agriculture, it
is impossible to work efficiently if the
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normal trade union rules are applied;
for, sometimes one has to work more
and at other times less. If the labour
rules are applied, the cstablishment
over-head charges would increasc
enormously.

He further said: “Unfortunately the
workers of the farm are not fecling
that the farm is their own, and unless
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they feel like that, there cannot be bet-
ter results.” But neither himself, nor
our planners nor our champions of
large-scale farming could realise the
fact that no worker in a farm would
feel that it is his own, unless the farm
is owned by him. Even in countries
where there is regimentation or dictator-
ship, efforts are still being made to

9
create this feeling of ownership, but in
vain. So, it is clear that in large scale
mechanised farming, the workers would
never feel respousible and enthused and
the consequence is bad results.

So, from the point of view of eco-
nomy and production, the mechanised

farm is not a successful venturce and is
undesirable.
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THE AIMS OF THE SWATANTRA PARTY
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU

It is not dificult to prove how
irrevocably the Congress is committed
to Communism. It is enough to men-
tion first that the policy of ceilings on
land, which limit incomes in the vil-
lages for 80 per cent of the population
to Rs. 60 monthly, is the beginning
of the process of limiting all incomes
to that level. Even if the Congress
may not want it, the vote of 80 per
cent of the population will compel them
to straight-jacket all incomes, as inevi-
tably as if they were doing it on prin-
ciple like the Communists. If this leads
to a reduction of effort, and fall in pro-
duction, the consequential steps of
collectivising land and establishing
communes will be taken, before the
Congress or the people have time to
think. Secondly, it may be mengioned
that the secrecy which the Prime Mi-
nister maintained for five years of Chi-
nese occupation of 12000 square miles
of Indian territory, shows his hospi-
tality to Communism and the bias in
his so-called policy of non-alignment.
If public opinion has now compelled
him to speak differently to the Chinese,
his lack of conviction can be detected
in his procrastinating attitudes. The
whole policy of the Swatantra Party is
to save the Congress from its drift to
Communism. The approach of the party
js a pragmatic one, proceeding from
the economic consequences to the poli-
tical causes.

igh prices reflect the economic
faflure of the Congress, the increase
even during the last four years being
20 per cent in wholesale and 35 per
cent in retail prices. } The Swatantra
Party is determined save the people
from dilution of their incomes in these
high proportions. The process involves,
first, the reduction of taxes, and
secondly, the termination of measures
of a Communistic nature which are
the causes of the increase in taxes. Dur-
ing the last four years, taxation has
become an end in itself, to increase
the power of the Govemment and drain
that of those who can oppose it. Not
anly is the rate of direct taxation, the
highest in the world but it is compli-
cated with separate impositions for in-
heritance, gifts, expenditure, with the
result that the rich can only survive
by deceiving the Government or pla-
cating the Congress. It is however the
indirect taxation which the Commu-
nists favour, that is giving the Congress
the means of bleeding the whole popu-
lation for its schemes.vThe 83 items
‘on which excise is collected and the

hundreds on which sales taxes are paid
increase the prices of the necessities,
even for the poorest. The concealed
nature of indirect taxation makes it the
more dangerous, as the Congress can
quietly increase the rate and range for
promotion of its Communistic schemes/
Of these, the worst are, first controls,
second, State enterprises, third, in-
crease of staff with consequential rules,
interfering with what people can and
should do for themselves and fourth,
disturbance of private rights, frustrat-
ing initiative and investment.

In free countries, controls are war-~
time expedients, when Ssupplies cannot
be increased, to ration demand. In Com-
munist countries, they are instruments
of power on producers and consumers,
in the interest of the ruling party. The
Congress has followed Communist coun-
tries, depriving the people of abundant
supplies, which the laws of supply and
demand have since the war assured
to all free countries. Even after food
controls were given up in 1952 the Con-
gress revived controls in 1856 to sky-
rocket prices, which were at the index
of 88.6 in 1958 to index of 121 in 1959.
All the foreign exchange, some 650
crores, would have been saved on the
one hand and the income of the people
would not have been reduced by high
prices, if food supplies, of whigh the
potential depends on prices, had been
allowed to meet the demand without
controls for industries, the controls for
starting ‘and maintaining production
have so maimed them that even in 1959,
which is regarded as a peak year, the
increase in consumer goods was only
of a meagre 3 per cent. If only the
Government did not treat investors as
children feckless with their money,
production and employment would in-
crease while prices and scarcities would
be reduced.

State enterprises, on which the
greater part of the funds of the Second
Plan have been spent, are based on taxes
and loans from the common people
because they disengage private savings
and initiative. This shift in the bur-
dens for industrialisation is far from
Socialistic, though no one seems to rea-
lise it. It is also inflationary as to prices,
not because Govermnment - produc-
tion is expensive and inefficient but be-
cause private savings which are not
invested press on consumer goods while
the loans required by the Government
involve created money while savings
remain idle. In respect of the ineffi-
ciency of State enterprises, it is enough
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to mention that the Sindri plant
employs five times as many workers as
similar plants abroad which are able to
land their production in this country
at prices considerably below ours. The
Machine Tool Factory, the pride of the
government, could pay in its best year
after allowing for interest on invest-
ment, a profit of only 3-1/2 per cent,
while many State plants have worked
at loss, none contributing anything to
the current budget. Even the Railways
which before nationalisation paid divi-
dends rising to 25 per cent could credit
to government as profit about 5 crores,
which is less than .05 per cent. In
these circumstances, the Primc¢ Minis-
ter himself has recognised that private
invéstment could be introduced in pub-
lic enterprises to make them com-
mercial. As far as the common people
are concerned, the Swatantra Party has
given an assurance that State enter-
prises will be limited to what private en-
terprise is unwilling or unable to handle.
This is an assurance that the poor will
not be taxed and the rich saved for
the industrialisation of the country.

The Swatantra Party is against the
proliferation of staff, not only because
the common man has to pay taxes for
it, but also because for its existence
unnecessary rules and restrictions have
to be imposed, which are the cause ot
corruption on one hand and the abor-
tion of private enterprise on the other.
The Party has confidence in the intel-
ligent self-interest of the people, to sc-
cure their own advancement and that
of the country, for which reason it
would limit rules and staff to what is
necessary to maintain discipline and
co-ordination. Corruption is now so
much the rule, that even a person ot
my status cannot get an electric fuse
repaired without offering private pay-
ment in advance. In every department,
public money is doled out to those who
give a share of it to the officers whaq
advance it. Delay has Become an in-
strument to make everyone submit to
the illegal demands of officials.

The Swatantra Party will preserve
respect for private rights because that
is not only the basis of society but ot
prosperity. The Socialistic policies ot
the Congress have introduced a neuro-
tic state in everyone, making them live
only for the day because no one knows
what tomorrow may bring. There is
even a predatory spirit because values
have been destroyed in the name of
Socialism and in the tradition of Com-
munism, The Swatantra Party under-
stands Socialism as the advancement of
the interests of the common man by
taking from the rich and poor what
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BHUTAN GROWS IN IMPORTANCE

By T. V. K.

For the strategists and statesmen in
New Delhi a difficult situation is deve-
loping in the little mountain state of
Bhutan; for, the clash and thunder of
the cold war have reached cven this
far-off land.

The Bhutanese Tsongdu (Assem-
bly) after a brief discussion on Indo-
Bhutan relations, decided to ad-
dress a letter to the Govern-
ment of India, requesting India to
correct her maps to show the border
between the two countries as an inter-
national boundary and not as a
provincial border. More serious than
this representation is the spirit
of the speeches made by some
members who advocated closer ties
with Tibet and revision of the Indo-
Bhutanese treaty of 1949.

India’s relations with Bhutan dates
back to at least 1885. The ex-
tension of the border of Bhutan
at the expense of Bengal and
Assam in the latter part of the
eighteenth century brought Bhutan into
conflict with the East India Company.
After a short war in 1885 peace was
restored. By a treaty signed in Novem-
ber that year the Bhutanese govern-
ment was granted a subsidy of
Rs. 50,000 a year and the annexed ter-
ritory was retumed to India.

By an amending treaty made in 1910
the British govemment undertook to
exercise no interference in the internal
administration of Bhutan, and the Bhu-
tan government agreed to be guided by
the advice of the British government in
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regard to external relations. The sub-
sidy was increased to Rs. 1 lakh. In
April 1942 it was raised to Rs. 2 lakhs.

After India became independent, the
government of India concluded a fresh
treaty with Bhutan on August 8, 1949.
Under this treaty the government of
Bhutan continues to be guided by India
in regard to its external relations, and
India undertook not to interfere in the
intemal affairs of Bhutan. The subsidy
was increased to Rs. 5 lakhs a year and
the government of India agreed to re-
turn to Bhutan an area of about 32
square miles in Assam. -

The problems posed by the develop-
ments last year in Tibet and the influx
of refugees forced Bhutan to give new
thought to her relationship with the ex-
ternal world. Prime Minister Nehru
visited Bhutan in September’ 1958
and discussed with the Maharaja, and
his Ministers economic development
plans and defence problems. After his
return to New Delhi, Nehru said that if
he were a Bhutanese he would be very
anxious to avoid a too rapid “influx of
civilization”. He believed Bhutanese
would, however, have to adopt them-
selves to, it, though ‘“not in a sudden
rush.” ’

But civilization is now coming to
Bhutan in a big rush. India has
agreed to build a road link between
West Bengal and Bhutan at a cost of
Rs. 15 crores. Bhutan will receive an
additional Rs. 7 lakhs a year from India
for development projects, distinct from
the Rs. 5 lakhs per annum already

they can give, without the State com-
peting with them in respect of what
is within their capacities. It is this form
of Socialism that has enabled free coun-
tries to establish standards for their
populations which can never be reached
by the brutality and godlessness of the
Communists.

The Swatantra Party has already
corrected the Congress which has in
many directions retreated from the posi-
tions it adopted at Nagpur. It is detach-
ing a considerable section of the Con-
gress which is opposed to Communism.
It has still to win over those who are
ignorant, - indifferent or apprehensive.
Indifference should vanish as soon as
people realise how Congress policies
reduce their incomes through high
taxes and prices and will destroy the

. cultural and material inheritance they

hope to pass to their children. Appre-

hensions also have no place as Congress
will be less disposed to despoil those
who have the backing of a rival politi-
cal party. In any case, courage, as Peri-
cles declared, is the greatest of human
qualities, which in a historical crisis for
the country like the present, everyone
should . show if the future of their
children and culture is to be safe-
guarded. The ignorance to be dispelled
is that the Party is for the rich, when
it is essentially a People’s Party assur-
ing them greater employment in an
economy more fully and freely deve-

- loped. The war of the Swatantra Party

is on taxes, pfices and laws, which
limit the human spirit in the interest
of the Congress Party and its ideas of
the State, The Swatantra Party is bound
to succeed, because economics are on
its side and they have a way of revenge
on politics which injure them.
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available to Bhutan wunder the
1949 treaty. India would wunder-
take a 438 crore hydro-electric
project on the Jaldhaka river which
forms the border between West Ben-
gal and Bhutan for 12 miles.

India has also committed herself to
giving loans of Rs. 8.5 lakhs and Rs. 15
lakhs respectively during 1959-60 and-
1960-61 to enable the Bhutan govem-
ment to purchase rice rendered surplus
by the closure of trade with Tibet last
year. India is now giving 55 high
school scholarships to Bhutanese students.

In spite of all this, there is a certain
heaviness in the relationship between
the two countries. The presence of Chi-
nese troops across the border and the
presence of pro-Communist agents inside
the country poses a serious problem for
Bhutan. Closer ties with India are advo-
cated and many Bhutanese are willing
to take India’s help in economic deve-
lopment.

Bdt some Bhutanese would like to

" have more freedom in regard to their

relationship with the outside world.
They argue that India’s guidance about
foreign affairs should be advisory, not
obligatory.

Anocther source of friction is trade.
India has banncd the import of many
items of goods into Bhutan. But the
Bhutanese complain that unscrupulous
Indian traders are smuggling goods into
Bhutan and are making huge profits at
the expense of the Bhutanese. Bhutan
depends on India for kerosene, petrot
and sugar and blackmarketing by
Indian traders is a serious menace.

Bhutan was exporting to Tibet every
year 20,000 tons of rice and was im-
porting salt, wool and silver coins from
Tibet. This trade is now disrupted, and
some Bhutanese advocate the resump-
tion of this trade. Two weeks ago the
price of rice per maund in Bhutan was
about Rs. 15 whereas across the border
the price in Tibet was Rs. 100 per
maund.

Still another minor source of friction
is the desire of Bhutan to increase the
revenue by issuing its own postal
stamps. Bhutan’s request to India to
sponsor its admission into the Interna-
tional Postal Union has not been acted
upon so far by the government of India.
New Delhi has also not acted on the
request for British teachers to. teach
English language in Bhutanese. schools
where English and Hindi are not only
compulsory languages but also the
media of instruction.

It is of great importance that India
should iron out these differences and
keep Bhutan on India’s side as a close
ally. .



12
SWA
RAJYA June 18, 1960

. Ly
-~ "mf""""
Yy = b 4, N

Elegance, comfort, security

yours at such moderate cost

witha CONCRETE HOME

80 STRONG, nceding little or no maintenance. . . concrete
homes are moderate in cost. . . can be built to the
most elegant design, provide such comfortable living !

For Security, build with

ALL o- SANKAR

Brand Cement

Pummmmﬁmnoommycwswckjﬂor
The Cement Marketing Gompany of India Private Limited,
9 Mount Road, Madsas » 6/12, Race Course, Coimbatore.

hhmma-ymmm
Ib&-n*mﬁtp&,)mm Rm,u..,.;h

June 18, 1960

CAPITAL COMMENTS

SWARAJYA

PITIFUL SPECTACLE OF POLITICAL
CONFUSION

By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: It is not considered
to be good manners at the Capital to
ask any Congress friecnd about Poona.
It is like asking onc in the West about
Paris. One looks apologetic and re-
mains glum. If, in the larger sphere
of Summitry, it was a case of collapse
in Paris, in the more limited context
of Indian alluirs, it was onc of utter
confusion in Poona. If the Congress
President, {a much harrassed man if
cver there was one) claimed the A.1C.C.
session as a business-like one (as earlier
he had done the Nagpur Congress), he
only asked for sympathy. But he was
denicd it at the very hands of his party
men, whether of the rank and file or
at the higher rungs, for while the for-
mer cried hoarse, the latter muttered a
trile loudly. It was all pandemonium
and there was general agrcement that
in  Poona—ironically enough, in the
city of the Peshwas—the Congress pre-
sented a pitiful spectacle of political
confusion.

It was not merely the Congressmen
who did their pilgrimage to Poona that
were affected by the developments there,
Nor were the total effects of the
ALC.C. Session meant to be cleared
only at the Congress counters the land
over. The entire country was more than
usually interested in the Congress rally
in Poona as the Prime Minister was to
make his first big pronouncement there
since his home-rcturn from the Euro-
pean tour and give a new lead to the
people, in the light of the latest deve-
lopments at home and abroad.

He surveyed the international scene
but there was nothing new or unex-
pected in what he said. The wo.r]d was
by then far too familiar with his reac-
tions to. the ferment in Africa and to
the failure of the Summit Corfference.
Nobody would ever grudge h:m' the
gratification that “perhaps the history
of the world might have been some-
what different if India has not been
there during the last few years, fol-
lowing her policy of peace and non-
alignment”. But onme, cveryone, was
mightily interested in knowing what }lls
proposed to do, and what he wouf
tike the country to do 1f at the end. of
leisurely, friendly llml:}gotlahons, Peking

nt to flout Delhi.
mcéf course, he wanted us to be pfrel;
pared for “all consequences that fa

1 life”.
outside the scope of our norma
Mr. Nehru might actually have meant

much but what he said was so beau-
tifully vague. And it was certainly no
answer to the question on Ching re-
cently posed by the Congress President,
The result is a sense of uncertainty,
and nobody in the Congress can ever
claim that an uncquivocal lead was at
all given to the country for mecting
the Chinese challenge. We are where
we have been—and at this rate we will
be where we are. And for a wonder,
not a single voice was raised on the
Congress platform in Poona for an all-
party line-up at so crucial an hour, I
was rather astounding that the Con-
gress should have relicd on the ability
of its Government to meet the situa.
tion without a larger understanding
among the people, brought about by a
realistic approach to the problem of
defence and a passionate appeal to their
sense of patriotism.

If ever there were any doubts about
the disintegration of the Congress, they
were set at rest hy the Congressmen
who assembled in Poona. That in the
year of grace 1880, when, according to
Mr. Nehru, the world is on the brink
and according to others, India is very
much more so, a party which is res-
ponsible for the administration and the
security of the country, should have to
wrestle with the problem of saving it-
self from “bogus” members, is the
clearest indication of a larger deterio-
ration. It was also revealing that Mr.
Nebru made no secret of his opinion
of the quality of the men who were given
the Congress ticket in the past and o.
his open doubts ahout the methads of
selection. He envisaged some changes
though he knew not their shape at this
time. And yet, it was like him, to have
gone to Poona to prgise the Congress
with all its faults and not to bury it,
to have found it very much alive
though not as much kicking, and to
have rated it above any other party,
or all of them combined.

Members, including those of the!

Working Committee, talked—only talked
—of re-organisation while Mr. Nehru

_did not understand why they tdlked at

all of any re-organisation. Nor did he
understand why there was so much of

. fuss about the two wings in the Con-

gress—Parliamentary and  Organisa-
tional. He would simply brush aside
all this “winged” warfare, All this but
showed how much at variance was his

own way of thinking fom that of the

I3

party which swore by him as the sup-
reme leader!  Mr. Nehra is credited
these days with an funer urge to purge
the Congress;v he is also at the same
time credited’ with the desire not to
precipitate any issuc till the next elec-
tions. And this js just like him—the
will to do something effective and the
tendency or disposition not to act at once.

It was purely its own affair whether
the Congress would have the same dig-
nitary as Prime Minister and Congress
President or have two men, whether
they would function for a year or for
two consecutive years or, whether they
would elect members of the Working
Committee or let the President nomi-
nate them. But the way in which the
ALC.C. went about ity business, now
in the open session, now in camera, and
in either case amidgst disorderly scenes
and intemperate outbursts, with the
President hardly equal to the situation
and the Prime Minister so often an-
noyed—in the public, and at the end
all lost in confusion, augured nope too
well for tho country’s leading political
organisation. It was so odd to find Mr.
Neliru deserted by every other mem-
ber of the Working Committee over the
issue of its formation by partial clec-
tion. His collcagues were hardly pre-
pared for his earlier strange vacilla-
tion and later stranger stand while he
had perhaps never dreamt of such an
embarrassment in any set of circum-
stances. But the political implications of
the particular proposal apart, the inci-
dental isolation of My, Nehru from his
own men at the top, should be an eye-
opener, as much to him as to the coun-
try. For, it is privately whispered in
Congress circles, that Mr. Nehru was
silently but deliberately out-manouvred
by his colleagues in the Working Com-
mittee.

Stranger things happened in history ;
they may still happen in our own.
Poona pointed to 2 party too near the
precipice, It is 3 very thoughtful Mr.
Nehru, they say, that is back in Delhi.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE HIMALAYAN FRONTIER

Sir,—~The Indo-Chinese issue is essen-
tially a territorial dispute. Irrespective of
past history, China offered to accept in
effect the Mac Mahon Line in the east,
as desired by India, and askgd India
to accept the area in Ladakh, now
under Chinese occupation, as Chinese
and settle both issues in one package-
deal. India, while accepting the former,
declined  the latter and insisted that
China should quit Ladakh on the ground
that it was Indian territory and was
forcibly occupied by her.

The dispute has thus been narrowed
down to the arca in Ladakh currently
under Chinese occupation. It is com-
mon ground that the area is practically
uninhabited and that Chinese caravans
between Tibet and Sinkiang traversed
it for many years and that it was used
for Chinese military marches also. It
was not under effective Indian adminis-
tration, since India did not know it
when the Chinese built the roads
through Ladakh and did not object to it
as a tresspass. It is also common ground
that the area under dispute is more
useful to China than to India for all
practical purposes. In the circumstances
India would have done well to con-
cede it to China, if only as a friendly
accommodation and compromise. It
would also have been better if China
acknowledged India’s ownership of the
disputed area, and India conceded its
use to China for non-military purposes,

The question still remains if China
will be content with stabilizing the
present position or will encroach fur-
ther into India unless contained. It is
difficult to be sure. China has not ex-
panded towards South Korea or
recovered Formosa, because of Ameri-
can opposition. She has not expanded
into South Vietnam, Cambodia and
Thailand because of SEATO. She has
not expanded into Burma, Nepal, Sikf
kim and Bhutan, but not for fear of
India. Granting that China will be
tempted to expand towards India, what
exactly can India do? The boast that
India will fight the enemy to the la.st
citizen is too vain and puerile. India
will have to retreat before the supe-
rior force of China, perhaps augmented
by that of Russia, or make common
cause with the SEATO and perhaps
the NATO. The best that the Indian
defence forces can do is to play a kind
of rearguard action to delay somewhat
the advance of the Chinese forces.

It would thus seem that the package-
deal olferedbychinaoravaﬂantofit.
deserves to be accepted by India be-

cause of its merits and also because of
the grave consequences to her by its
rejection. Practical realism should pre-
vail when it conflicts with impotent

sentiment. —P. Kopbanpa Rao.
MORE MONEY, LESS
COMFORT

Sir,—A few days back I had to go
to Coimbatore from Bangarapet. I ob-
tained at Bangarapet one and half se-
cond class tickets after paying the
exact fare at the specified counter. But
when the Express steamed into the
station I could not trace a second class
compartment attached to the Mettu<
palayam series. On enquiry I leamt
that there was only one general se-
cond class compartment and it was
common for passengers bound for Co-
chin, Mettupalayam and so on till Jalar-

pet.
The Guard was about to give the
whistle and a last minute quarrel with

Scientific Terminology

A special commission is to be
appointed to evolve Scientific
terminology in Hindi. This must
give employment and satisfac-
tion to quite a few Hindi scho-
lars. But we are not so much
concerned with this or with the
prizes dnd subsidies which will
be awarded to authors and pub-
‘lishers (much more money is
wasted on less praiseworthy
schemes), as with the astonish-
ing advice of a Delbi daily that
the Hindi translation scheme
should take on the proportions
of a countrywide movement and
that other regional languages
should adopt the Hindi termino-
logy brought into being by this
Hindi Commission. The other
regional languages would do well
to carry on with the English
terms now well familiarized
rather than experiment and mud-
dle with the new coinages of the
Hindi Commission. The adop-
tion of the well-kknown interna-
tional scientiic and technical
terminology will “prevent confu-
sion and facilitate exchange of
ideas among scientists in all
“parts of the country”, not the
adoption of the new terminclogy

kd
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him did not gain me anything, Hence
I bad to be squeezed into an over-
crowded third clagg compartment.
Thus I paid second class fare and
travelled by third.

Does‘ not the responsibility to reveal
the existence or non-existence of the
compartments lie on the Railway Staff
at the time of issuing the tickets, es.
pecially  when they are specifically
asked to give a particular ticket in a
particular compartment to a particular
destination P
Coimbatore —Y. V. Visveswanan,

CEILING ON DEMOGOGY

Sir,—When in the course of his re-
cent_ Sankara Jayanti discourse, His
Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Kanchi
Kan.lakoti Peetam referred to the land
cgilmg legislation, It wag really the
outpouring of an anguished soul. Our
empersrs and kings in ancient India re-
garded themselves as dgsqs of their res-
pective tutelar deities. It is on record
that“almost the first kingly act .which
Sivaji did was to surrender his domain
to Goddess Bhavani and to take back
thg sword of State from the feet of the
deity, vowing to rule the country in
her name and as a trustee, in accord-
ance with dharma, This behaviour of
the royalty had a like effect on the
nobility and the common people. Nume-
rous endowments of extensive landed
property were made at aji levels for
the temples. Out of these, offerings of
nelvedya were made to the deity in the
morning, at noon and at night on g
large scale. The food was purified by
the very act of its being offered to
God. and it became transmuted into
precious prasadam which wag available

or at a mominal price, Our ancestors
wero able to solve the difficult gnd
ticklish problem of food for the hungry
from out of the princely contributions
made-z by the rich to temples and other
r?ligxous institutions. If this is not So-
cmlisq\ in practice, what else is it? His
Holiness observed; “Our ancestors had
~the firm faith that by such propitiation
of Gods, there would be timely rains
and consequent prosperity in the land.”
If, in spite of the appeal by seers like
Sri Sankaracharya, the ruling party feels
vvcalledupontopersistwiththeirill-
conceived and disastrous legislation,
let them return, the endowments to the
people who made them or their de-
scendants. The time has come when
there should be a ceiling for demogogy.

—M. G. Cuavswara Avyan.
Sivaganga.
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The nearer we are to an
agreement which would terminate
the condition of fear and waste-
ful expenditure on deterrence and
defence against possible enemy
action, the more assiduous certain
elements become in devising new
fears and suspicions to prevent
such a termination.

A point was made by France
(and it was made to appear
very big) that in  the last
scheme put forward by Rus-
sia, inasmuch as disarmament
measures were given first place
above control plans, it would en-

" able one side or the other (the

suggestion was of course that
Russia would do it) to deceive the
world and conceal their own ar-
maments while the opposite party
would honestly fulfil the terms of
the treaty and become a helpless
® victim. The French delegate Jules
Moch asked whether Russia
would agree that the treaty
may provide for simultaneous
and effective measures for dis-
armament as well as for control
and that inspection teams should
have power to verify the destruc-
tion of weapons and to look for
hidden stockpiles.” The Russian
delegate at onte replied affirma-
tively and declared that his Gov-
ernment would agree to this
simultaneous process of disarma-
ment and control measures. Therc
is nothing now to prevent a dili-
gent drive towards complete un-
derstanding. But humanity’s mis-
fortune may bring up some totally
ungeceptable new  points  of
suspicion. -
The fundamental evil is that

whatever Russia may agree to,

THE GENEVA TALKS
By C RAJAGOPAEACHARI

there remains in the Western mind
a permanent fear of being de-
ceived, and agreement is put oft.
As I have often said, the mischief
arises out of the declared a-moral
creed of the Communists. It was
an unlucky day for the world the
Communists gave up God who
linked men together. We must all
—the uninvolved peoples of the
world specially—pray for a spirit
of mutual trust to replace this un-
fortunatc frame of mind. The
cause at our heart is not

+ The principle underlying
Mr. Gaitskill's plea that all
political parties should be
compelled to publish their
accounts and that companies
should not be allowed to
spend shareholders’ money
on political objects deserves
most cordial approval on all
hands. The gifts of sharehol-
ders” money to the bosses of .
a party in power in a
socalled welfare state hold-
ing the strings of all econo-
mic and industrial activity
in the country are not really
gifts. They are blackmail
pure and simple both in
theory and in practice.

The matter has become a
disgusting scandal. If onl
we could record the muffled
talks in companies’ offices by
some electric gadget, we
could see how greatly dis-
gusted the people who give
are over the efforts of the

ruling party even two years
before the coming elections.
—CR

the strengthening or weaken-
ing of onc side or the other
but saving mankind from destruc-
tion, to the brink of which two
Great Powers have taken the
world in their pride of technologi-
cal adbance and their mutual
fears.

While statesmen work for peace
at Geneva or elsewhere and
appear almost to have reached
agreement, there are certain
groups, may be, actuated by the
vested interests created by the
large nuclear war industry, whose
honest but suspicious minds work
in the opposite direction. It seems
as if this treaty over nuclear ar-
maments is almost as difficult as
war itself and the chances of suc-
cess as uncertain in the one case
as in the other. All this has been
brought about by a fatal chain of
causes and effects dating from nu-
clear research. While a treaty to
do away with nuclear weapons is
in progress, attempts are being’
made in the direction of a greater
distribution of points of vulnera-
bility, error and accident, almost
as if to invite disaster even before
the climax is reached in its due
course. No more dangerous policy
can be conceived than this so-.
called nuclear plan of widespread
vigilance. ‘

It was an unfortunate day
when science lifted the cur-
tain of fundamental matter and
trespassed into the green-room of
creation. It seems as if outraged
Nature is having her revenge.
Knowledge must go into penitence
and humble contrition and pray
for forgiveness.



HELP THROUGH
OPPOSITION

Sri C. Subramaniam tells me
through a public speech that I
am helping the Congress through
my opposition. This is not a dis-
covery, at any rate for me. All
this was meant when I said that
an opposition is necessary for the
ruling party in a parliamentary
democracy. The first results of a
real opposition party are a greater
keenness in party work and more
diligent attention to all that en-
sures for party advantage instead
of a total and lazy reliance on
government influence and the ad-
vantages derived therefrom. I
expect yet more substantial and
really national results. I hope for
a better sense of right and wrong
to be induced in the ruling party
and not merely greater activity
by way of touring and talking and
making promises to a gullible pub-
lic. The natural dynamics of par-
liamentary rule requires a good
strong opposition, two parties pro-
perly balanced against one ano-
ther. The important thing to be
demonstrated to public satisfac-
tion by the ruling party is that
it does not utilise its position in
government for party purposes
and is fighting fair. I am waiting
for this. May be I have to
wait long. S
want - -

Monopoly is bad and competi-
tion is good not only in political
work but ip all work. Rare people
throw their hearts into their al-
lotted tasks whether there bhe any
goading or mot. But ordinarily,
competition works a miracle. What
Sri Subramaniam has seen in the
work of the Congressmen for
their partv on account of the op-
position of the Swatantra Party is
only an instance of the general
rule. Competition is good in all
the activities that go to make na-
tional wealth. That is why the
Swatantra Party opposes State
management which ends almqst
always in ill-managed monqpohs-
tic production. The magic of
ownership and competition are the
psychological whips that do what
physical compulsion is safd to oro-
. duce, in Communist polity—C.R.

Mleiresin ’
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THE SITUATION IN PUNJAB
By DARA SINGH

Secretary, Central Legal Defence Committee, Chandigarh

As a result of the talks between
the Akali leaders and the Central Gov-
ernment in 1956, a scheme commonly
known as ‘Regional Formula® was
evolved to provide a solution to the
Punjab problem. Under the formula
Punjab was declarcd a bilingual State
comprising  of two well-defined and
demarcated zones, known as the Puniabi
region and the Hindi region. In the
Punjabi region Punjabi in Gurumukhi
script was to he the oflicial language
upto the district level and in the IHindi
region Hindi was to be the official lan-
guage upto the district level. As regards
the medium of instructions the ‘Sachar
Formula’ and the ‘Pepsu Formula’ were
allowed to stand and opcrate until an
agreed solution in that behalf was found,
Two regional committees, the Hindi
region committee and the Punjabi re-
gion committce, were constituted. These
were to consist of the M.L.As of the
respective regions.  These committees
were entrusted with the task of dealing
with certain specified subjects, 13 in
number, like education, health and de-
velopment. It was provided that the re-
commendations of the regional commit-
tees in regard to the transferred sub-
jects would be binding on the legisla-
ture and in case of difference of opinion
the matter would be referred to the
Governor whose decision would he final.

An order incorporating all this was
issued by the President of India under
Article 371 of the Constitution.

But little attempt was made to imple-
ment this formula. Though the regional
commiltees came into being and met
several times, yet the spirit of working
the formula was more or less lacking.
The question of the medium of ins-
truction remained a subject of contro-
versy. The regional formula thus, fo
all practical purposes, came to he a dead
letter.

. The non-implementation of the
regional formula led to the revival of
the demand for the creation of a Pun-
jabi-speaking State as well as Haria-
yana Prant. The people of the Haria-
yana Prant carried on a campaign
against the compulsory teaching of

Punjabi in the Hariayana Prant. The

Hindi regional committee recently

passed a resolution that the compulsory

teaching of Punjabi in the Hindi region
must go. This attitude on the part of
the people of Hariayana meant a severe
blow to the bilingual character of the
State of Punjab, Of late there has been
a growing demand on the part of the

people of Hariayana for the creation ot
the State of Greater Delhi, or Hariayana
Prant, consisting of Karnal, Hissar,
Rohtak, Gurgaon, Mohindergarh  and
part of the Ambala district of Punjab,
the Delhi territory and the Agra and
Mecrut divisions of U.P. The pgoplc in
the Punjabi Zone raiscd their voice for
the creation of a Punjabi-speaking
State. The Arya Samajists and the Jan
Sunghites  of the Punjabi region  not
only denied Punjabi as their mother-
tongue and its script but also opposed
the demand for the Punjabi-speaking
State. The Punjab Government, led by
Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon and the
Punjab Pradesh Congress thought of
opposing this demand. Somectime back
Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon, in his speech
at Simla, advocated the merger of Himu
chal Pradesh with Punjab. This view he
has repeated more than once. Sardar
Dara Singh, the Pradesh Congress Presi-
dent, mooted the proposal of the mer-
ger of Rajasthan with Punjab. At the
same time, the Congress leaders have
been denouncing the demand for the
Punjabi-speaking  State as communal,
parochial, undemocratic, anti-national
and so on.

The Shiromani Akali Dal, a premier
organisation of the Sikhs and a prota-
gonist of the demand for the Punjahi-
speaking State, held a convention at
Amritsar on 22nd May, 1960. This con-
vention was presided over by Pandit
Sunder Lal of the: Pecace Council and
inaugurated by Dr. S. D. Kitchlew. It
was attended amongst others by leaders
from Hariayana and also from Himachal
Pradesh. The convention unanimously

“adopted a resolution urging the crea-

tion of a Punjabi-speaking State. It was
decided to observe hartal on 8th June
1960 throughout the Punjab and to take
out a procession in Delhi on 12th June,
in support of the cause of the Punjabi-
speaking State.

At the convention and afterwards, it
was  made absolutely clear that the
campaign for the creating of the Pun-
jabi-speaking State would be constitu-
tional, peaceful and non-violent, even
in the face of the gravest provocation.
The protagonists of the Punjabi-
speaking State were wamed over and
_over again to be peaceful and non-
violent in word and action. The Akali
Dal had yet no idea nor any plans to
launch a movement or 8 morcha for the

(Continued on page 14)
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BEING COCKSURE
By POTHAN JOSEPH

At a Nainital function, Governor
V. V. Giri told the fourteenth session
of the U.P. Working Journalists Confer-
ence that the emergence of co-operative
newspapers was “a clear indication that
our country is on its way to the esta-
blishment of a Socialist State and Co-
operative Commonwealth.” On the same
day the Indian Federation of Working
Journatists decided to obscrve a  Na-
tional Week from October 23 to 29 for
celebrating the tenth foundation-ycar of
the Federation. The Comnittec also
decided to request the Prime Minister,
Mr. Nehru, to inaugurate the celebra-
tions in Bombay and to hold functions
“on, a grand scale” in Bombay. Delhi,
Calcutta and Madras during the Na-
tional Weck. An international seminar
on journalism will be held in Bombay
as a part of the programme for the
celebrations. A Solidarity Day will also
be observed in co-operation with the other
employees in the newspaper industry.

The Senior Vice-President of the
Committee announced that “the aim of
the Federation was to have a co-opera-
tive newspaper in each State.” The aim
of the Federation is oversimplifiel by
the espousal of an aspiring resolution
when in terms of the trade-union move-
ment itself, the effort so far represents
the creation of a negotiating body with
auxiliaries in different States to fight for
the betterment, of members in the pro-
fession who on the Rajadhyaksha In-
quiry, were found to be an underpaid
and over-exploited rabble, who, in the
build-up of the “newspaper industry”,
were functioning as factory-hands
without security and sharing very little
in the profits of proprietorship as re-
vealed in the course of evidence. Dis-
closures alerted public sympathy and
Indian journalists began to see an end
of serfdom and of whimsical proprietor-
ship by demands for staff-councils in
order to foster discipline amongst owners
as well. Proposals have not yet been
welcomed as sybstantial. Adjudication-
procedure for victims ‘had been framed
for expeditious disposal of grievances,
but experience has acquainted workers
with  the havoc of dilatoriness; and
Trade Union pioneers like Governor
Giri have counselled journalists about
the snake-pit possibilities of well-inten-
tioned favours in comparison with the
advantages of direct negotiations under
the prestige and protection of Union
representatives sitting across the table in
bargains  for “terms. Triennial  truce-
formulas give no stability in partnership
in an inflationary economy for the em-

ployees of the ‘newspaper industry’.

If the captains of “the newspaper
industry” consolidate their forces, the
organization of workers has to streng-
then itself. The ideology of voluntary
co-operative effort may have its appeal
in various ficlds of national reconstruc-
tion, but the working journalist with his
minimal margin of encrgy and material
resources at the present time, should
stop, look and listen.

At a meeting of journalists recently
addressed by the Union Finance Mi-
nister the fond hope of “co-operative
journals” built on the joint endeavour
of workers protected by State-credit for
the initial capital so indispensable betore
the “take-ofl” stage of any paper, was
mentioned by a reporter. Mr. Morarji
Desai, making no bones about it, dec-
lared that the worth of any venture
would have to be tested by the speed
with which the credit and capital ex-
pected for the Dream State would be
returned by the gallant co-operatives
who wish to publish journals outside the
frame-work of Current Economy. It is
true that the Prime Minister is an en-
thusiast about the co-aperative principle,
especially in his fear of vested interests
capturing the press and Mr. Krishna
Mcnon’s bogey about “Jute-Ministers”
throttling the Socialistic pattern. There
would be no dearth of greetings during
“Solidarity Week on a grand scale” next
QOctober, but 1 have melancholy mis-
givings. The Trade Union tempo of the
fight should be lost it diversionary steps
are taken beyond the traditional capa-
city of people to keep up with inno-
vations. Or else the soft impeachment
of “Utopia™ is likely to be heard in de-
fence of slower adjustments.

The Wage Board and other ancillary
reliefs established that something had
to be done for the noblest of profes-
sions but the sorriest of trades. The
solace of pioneers that journalism is a
mission and that as fighters of freedom
they should glory in sacrifice ceased to
have appeal when the owners were or-
ganizing to maximise their savings.
Swadeshi and boycott of Lancashire-
cloth had their place as a species of poli-
tical pressure, but workers had already
in the twenties rubbed their eyes at the
sight of textile millionaires amassing
wealth by the sequestration of the mar-
ket. Let the country be liberated: the
late Sir Ashutosh Chaudhary was res-
ponsible for the dictum: “A subject-
country has no politics”. The working
classes were, howcver, awake in most
European countries, and laws against
sweated labour were demanded side by
side with claims of participation in the

. 3
gains of toil. The master-and-servant
relationship was fast replacing the struc-
ture of feudalistic ecconomy, but the
former thesis could not endure either,
since the novelty of a conflict between
Capital and Labour throughout the
world was evolved into the formulas of
Marxian doclrine in diverse degrees of
gradualism towards collective, if regi-
mented, processes, and the heautific mes-
sage of equitable distribution.  The
League of Nations was devised as poli-
tical machinery for the prescrvation of
peace, Dbut the International Labour
Office also came into existence, and its
trends have fostered beneficial legisla-
tion without formal impairment of
sovereignty.,  Nevertheless, moral influ-
ence began to operate.

Trade Union leadership, mostly in the
red, has less staving power than the
adversary. [ would rather be a fool than
a knave because my folly injures only
myself and I dread hurting others.
And ie a recent trial of strength, I
noticed immaturity on the workers’ side
in journalism whilst leadership proved

" itself not above intimidation, disruptive-

ness and enticement. Solidarity is lack-
ing when fluidity is common experience.
Gnawing at the edges of an established
economy would be a hard trial for in-
fant journalism and indigent journalists,
I wonder if the statement can be sus-
tained that “the aim of the Federation
is to have a co-operative newspaper in
each State.”

I remember that the carlier purpose
of the Muslim League had been the
safeguarding  of  Muslim minority-
interests. Pakistan had been  projected
as a last resort, but the Lahore Resolu-
tion converted it into an article of faith,
irretrievable. The Sikhs in their plea for
security whispered Khalistan, but it soon
was floated as the end and aim of a
defensive movement. Nothing short of
a State! Resolutions thus solidify into
creeds when ideology puts us off our
guard in the exercise of weapons already
in  hand. A little more realism seems
seasonable all round. Or what was
begun in missionary zeal might fuse up
in visionary zest.
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SIDELIGHTS : :

There are welcome indications
that recently the British Govern-
ment have realised that the atomic
energy industry is “far from hav-
ing justified its first promise. The
cost of nuclear produced electri-
city remains very high and is still
far from being competitive with
power produced by orthodox

means.”

There is much to learn from
this for the Government of India
who are intending to plan for
gigantic expenditure on one or
more nuclear reactors. It is crazy
to let prudence be overtaken by
a snobbish desire to imitate pro-
gress or even to let trained per-
sonnel sieze the reins Of ex-
penditure.

» -] o

Referring to the commutation
by the President of the death sen-
tence on the notorious dacoit Tah-
sildar Singh, the writer of a letter
to the Times of India who signs
himself as Lover of Justice, asks:
“May one, with all respect and
humility, enquire on what princi-
ples the order of the President is

based?” He says, further:

“It is true that the Constitution
gives the President unfettered discre-
tion to grant pardon or reprieve or to
commute any sentence, but is it not
an elementary principle of law that
the wider and more absolute the power
the greater should be the care tuken
in exercising it? Will the President
or his advisers state for the edifica-
tion of the mere citizen what werc
the considerations underlying the
order, and what were the extenuating
circumstances in the series of cold-
blooded murders perpetrated by the
trigger-happy  dacoit? Every ycar
scores of persons are sentenced to
death for murder and are hanged.
Will the President be prepared to

exercise the same clemency in all those |

cases? If so, what will happen to the
provisions of law regarding the death
penalty?”

The supposition that the Presi-
.dent has unfettered discretion to
grant a pardon or commute a sen-
tence is common but erroneous.

Rajaji when he was the Gov-
ernor-General had occasion to
go into this question  and  he
tells me that the ultimate
authority to grant or deny a par-
don is the Home Minister. The
President is consulted, and his re-
commendation is respectfully con-
sidered, but in the event of a diffe-
rence of opinion between the Pre-
sident and the Home Ministry re-
presenting the Government, it is
the view of the Government that
prevails. It is thercfore the Gov-
ernment officially, and not the
President personally that is res-
ponsible for whatever effect the
mercy shown to the dacoits in
supersession  of the judgment of
the High Court may have on the
law and order situation in Madhya
Pradesh. There is room for doubt
whether  the Home Ministry, in
being carried away by emotional
response or by the po}itical advan-
tages of accord for A_chfu'y}'l
Vinoba Bhave’s “peace mission,
gave proper thought to the respon-
sibility of the Government f.or
protection of the community vic-
timised by the dacoits. Some idea
of the character and extent of this
victimisation may be gleaned
from this news item taken from
the Hindustan Times:

AGRA, June. 11.—Three hundred
and thirty-six persons were killed in
Agra district by the members of Roopa
gang after the liguidation of Man
Singh, according to police sources
here.

Discounting the plea that the da-
coits had killed only informers and
police agents in their campaign of
vendetta, the police held that of the
large number of killed only 38 were
mukhbirs (informers).

Describing the ferocious nature of
the gang, the police pointed out that
four Ahirs who had identified Man
Singh’s son, Tehsildar Singh, in the
jail were murdered, together with
seven of their supporters in their
hamlet. In this grucsome killing,
Lukka was also present.

The police have also repudiated
the charge that Lukka became an
outlaw because of their oppression.

June 25, 1960.

Lukka, they say, comunitted theft
from the ficld of another villager and
was fined Rs. 25 by the Panchayat.
Instead of paying the fine, he set fire
to his stock of grain and later joined
with Man Singh and murdered some
members of his family.:

Lukka returned to his village in
1937, and killed six more persons ol
the same family, Only recently, he
collected Rs. 10,000 from his village.
His  eldest son had recently  con-
structed a large house in Bhind and
purchased 70 bighas of  cyltivable
fand.

The police also serionsly  doubted
any  change of hewrt among  the
dacoits,

o o -]

A characteristic feature of the
Pr()P()S(’d I)I'ch illt() C()[‘rlll)ti()ll
announced last weck by the Con-
gress President is the care taken
to make the ruling party master
of the situation in the crucial
stages of the proceedings. There
will be no enquiry into any charge
of misuse of power until the Con-
gress President has satisfied him.
self that there is a prima facie case
for enquiry. How will he satisty
himselt about this? Wece are told
that he will consult the Prime Mi-
nister at the Centre and the Chicef
Ministers of the States. If, for ex-
nmpl(*, charges of misuse of power
come from Punjab, the Congress
President  will consult the Chicet
Minister of that State, already en-
joying a none too savoury reputa-
tion as a result of transactions de-
nounced in High Court judgments.
Is it likely that from such a source
authentic moral assessments  can
ever emanate for fair decision as
to  whether in a particular = case
there is prima facie justification for
enquiry?  Mr. Nehru himself as
Prime Minister is not trusted for
dispussionate devotion to justice
where his friends are concerned.
There are colinterparts of Kaimq
in the Congress hierarchies of
other States whose misdeeds have
somehow not come into the same
sort of blazing publicity.

o (-] ®

Then much is made of the new
rule about the disclosure of assets
annually by Congress Ministers
and legislators and fhe free acees-

(Continued on page 14)
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INDIA AND SOUTH AFRICA
By J. VIJAYATUNGA

The issue of the treatment of Indians
in South Africa raised by India in the
General Assembly on 2nd June 1943
under Articles 10 and 14 of the Char-
ter, does not seem to diminish in mag-
nitude notwithstanding the declaration
of human rights by the U.N.

South Africa is one of the signatories
of the U.N. Charter. But its applica-
tion and interpretation of the Asiuatic
Land Tenure and Indian Representa-
tion Act of 1946 is a direct violation
of the UN. Charter. The Act legalises
segregation  and racial  discrimination.
This legislation discriminated in th~
most senseless fashion against people of
Indian origin in South Africa in the
matter of franchise, cmigration, pro-
perty rights, trade, marriage, travel and
employment in public services.

At this juncture it may be uscful to
recall how Indians first went to South
Africa. The South African colonics
were, at that time, still governed from
Whitehall. When slavery was abolished
there was a scarcity of labour on the
South African sugar plantations. The
Government of Natal negotiated with
the Indian Govemment for recruiting
Indian labour for the South African
plantations, and in 1880, on the basis
of an agreement between the Govemn-
ment of Natal and the Government of
India, the first batch of Indian labour-
ers went to South Africa. At the time
the British Government of Natal dec-
lared: “There shall not be in the eye
of the law, any distinction of colour,
origin, language or creed, but the pro-
tection of law in letter and substance
shall be extended impartially to all
alike.” But before long South African
whites began raising the racial issue
and at the turn of the century there
was a demand that Indian emigration
be stopped. The plantations, however.
kept on insisting for more Indian la-
bourers. As the issue was becoming
complicated the Natal Government set
up a Commission which reported that
Indian labour was essential for certain
things but that the Indian “was not
desirable in the colony other than as
a labourer.”

In 1910, the Government of India
stopped emigration of Indian labour to
those countries where Indians were
politically discriminated against.  The
same year the Union of South Africa
also came into existence. The condi-
tion of Indians in the provinces com-
prising the Union—Natal, Cape Colony,
Transvaal and the Orange Free State—

became humiliating, if not intolerable,
and Indians were forced to offer orga-
nised resistence.

This unhappy situation continued till
1927 when the Government of India
and that of South Africa came to an
agreement and jointly issued a commu-
nique to the following effect:

Both Governments reaffirm  their
recognition  of the right of South
Africa to use all just and legitimate
means for the maintenance of Wes-
tern standards of life.

The Union Government recognises
that Indians domiciled in the Union
who are prepared to conform to Wes-
tern standards of life should be en-
abled to do so. ’

For those Indians in the Union
who may desire to avail themselves
of it, the Union Government will
organise a scheme of assisted emig-
ration to India or other countries
where Western  standards were not
required.

l Atomic Reactors

We have been told that ato-
mic energy will be used to
generate power in India and
that an installation estimated to
cost over Rs. 50 crores is pro-
jected in the mnext plan. Of
course this will bring us into the
“modern” line, cost what it
may!

One scientist is reported to
have explained the position as
follows :

“With 10 dollars worth of
coal in a 10 dollar stove you
can get 10 dollars worth of
heat. With 10 dollars worth
of uranium, you can gét 10,000
dollars worth of heat, but you
need a stove that will cost
100,000 dollars. With 10 dol-
lars worth of ‘heavy water’
you can get 100,000 worth of
heat, but the stove will cost
you 10 million dollars.” )

This was put in popular form
to explain the cost situation in
the utilisation of atomic energy.
But the Government of India’s
resources are so unlimited (a
borrower’s source is the lender’s
assets which are practically un-
limited) that these considerations
of cost do not apply. ~—CR.
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Naturally most of the Indians who
had been there for two to three gene-
rations were not keen on migrating. The
Cape Town Agreement, however, eased
the tension between the races to some
extent. In 1932 both Governments
reaffirmed the validity of the Agree-
ment and hoped for continued co-ope-
ration one from the other.

When India was forced to present
her case regarding settlers of Indian
origin in South Africa before the U.N.
in 1948 India pointed out that the Asia-
tic Land Tenure and Indian Represen-
tation Act was a unilateral rejection ot
the 1927 agreecment and the joint state-
ment of 1932. The South African Gov-
ernment replicd that neither the agree-
ment nor the joint statement constituted
a treaty obligation. In the words of F.M.
Smuts the “so-called agreement was
only an honourable and amicable under-
standing rather than a binding treaty.”
The Indian delegate rejoined that “an
honowrable and amicable understand-
ing was as binding upon honourable
nations as a treaty.” The Indian dele-
gate also recalled the telegram sent by
the Governor-General of South Africa

to the Governor-General of India on 16 .

February 1927:

My Ministers desire me to inform
your Excellency that they have for-
mally approved of an agreement
which has been reached between our
representatives and the representa-
tives of the Government of India at
the conference which was recently
held in Cape Town. They feel as-
sured that that agreement, should
it also be ratiied by your Govern-
ment, will be the means of establish-
Ing friendly co-operation and lasting
goodwill between South Africa and
India.

India’s contention was that apart from
the international aspect under the
terms of the U.N. Charter which has
as its aim the promotion of “social pro-
gress and better standards of life in
larger freedom,” South Africa’s attitude
towards the Indian settlers was inde-
fensible both on moral and political
grounds.

The Union Government countered
that the terms “human rights” and
“fundamental freedom” were not
clearly elaborated and that therefore
signatories to the Charter were not
bound by them.

To this the Indian delegate replied:.

Do the members present here have
any doub® as to what human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion mean? ..... And



( have they any doubt that discrimi-
nation between race and race, segre-
,gdtion of one race as an inferior race,
violates the principles of the Charter?
India had the support of the Mexi-

can delegate who said that by signing
the Charter members had agreed to ora-
dicate racial discrimination. The Mexi-
can dclegate considered it the duty of
the Assembly to name a member which
had erred in this respect.

India’s casc. was that this uncqual
contest between justice and racial arro-
gance would not he confined to South
Africa but would have repercussions
elsewhere. It was a racial issue.

On 13 July 1946 India scvered trade
relations  with South Africa and re-
called its High Commissioner.

South Africa invoked  Article 2(7) ot
the Charter which enjoins the U.N. nat
to. intervene in matters “which are es-
sentially within the domestic jurisdic-
tion of any Statc.”

South Africa maintained that no act
of aggression or threat of such fict was
involved. South Africa further indicated
that racial and . minority problems
existed in other countries as well and
that if the Union were to impose its
‘authority upon those countries .the
Governments concerned would not be
able to remain members of the Union.
Finally, the Union Government de-
manded that a ruling should be sought
‘from- the International Court of Justice.
Though this proposal had some support
the General Assembly rejected it.
 While admitting that Indian settlers
in South Africa were nationals of the
country the Indian delegate émphasised
‘the fact "that their citizenship was a
sham. ‘They enjoyed mno rights. Though
they paid taxes, they were not repre-
sented either in municipdlities or in
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Parliament. In the last analysis India
could not surrender her responsibility
for Indian settlers in South Africa who
had originally left India under Gov-
crnment assurances,  Negotiations and
agreements  between the two  Govern-
ments substantiated this fact.

As  regards the claim of  domestic
jurisdiction India argued that primarily
it was a moral and political issue. The
issue of domestic jurisdiction had nar-
rowed down in all countrics, which were
signatorics of the U.N. Charter. It
was for the UN. to discriminate bet-
ween what was essentially  domestic
and an issue whose international aspect
brought it within the purview of the
Charter. India did not think it proper
that the International Court of Justice
should be involved in a purcly political
issue.

The Sonth African issuc as it relates
to Indian scttlers remains undecided.
The general apartheid policy of South
Africa was, however, the subject of a
motion in Scptember 1952 hy 13 Arab-
Asian States which included Indja.
Their memorgndum drew attention to
the political aspects of apartheid which
might endanger international peace and
security besides negating the "declara-
tion of human rights. The memoran-
dum urged that the General Assembly
should take serious notice of the prob-
lem in “order to prevent an already
dangerous situation from detesiorating
further and to bring about a settle-
ment in accordance with the purposes
and principles of the Charter.”

Mrs Vijayalakshmi Pandit who led
the Indian delegation to the 1952 ses-
sions underlined the international impli-
cations of apartheid resulting from the
violations of the Charter as it applied
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to human rights. In her view the whole
African  continent was  imperilled by
South Africa’s policy and she urged the
U.N. to act without dclay. On behalt
of India she offered every assistance to
the South African Government to enable
it to solve the problem on a hudani-
tarian and rational basis of ‘mutual tole-
ration among all racial groups.  The
General Assembly adopted a resolution
establishing a Commission for the study
of South Africa’s racial policy. The
report of the Commission which was
submitted on QOctober 13, 1953 was as
follows : .

It is ncither by chance, nor owing
only to the cfforts of a few delegates
with conviction and determination
that the Charter refers to fundamen-
tal human rights, and to the part to
be played by the Organization in
safeguarding them. with a persistent
emphasis otherwise displayed only in
its refcrences to collective measures
in the face of aggression. These
rights are mentioned in the Preamble,
in Article T of Chapter T which enu-
merates Purposes and in Articles 13,
55, 62, 68 and 76. Nor is it an acci-
dent  that the nced for  collective
action to ensure respect for the dig-
nity of the human person and for
the fundamental freedoms found a
place in all the major declarations
made on important occasions from
the outbreak of war until the promul-
gation of the San Francisco Charter:
in the Atlantic Charter of 14 August
1941, in the Teheran Declaration of
1 Deccember 1943, in  which the
United States, the United Kingdom
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics  declared that they would
seck the co-operation and active par-
ticipation of peoples in “the elimina-
tion of tyranny and slavery, oppres-
sion and intolerance”, and again in
the Dumbarton Qaks proposals......
“The truth is that the peoples of the
world were inspired by a profound
conviction that whenever machinery
was devised to ensure collective se-
curity or international co-operation,
its fundamental and ultimate goal
had to be the dignity of man, if it
was to maintain peace, function effec-
tively, and answer the hopes ot
mankind.” .
Needless to say this is the policy that
India has consistently advocated and
followed in her relations with other
countries. X

The U.N. Commission condemned ra-
cial discrimination and apartheid and
underlined the threat to internal peace
and international security by the con-
tinuance of apartheid and race discri-
mination. :
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OLD PROBLEMS CALLING FOR NEW LIGHT
By JUNIUS

NEW DELHI: The place has much
cooled down after wecks of gruelling
heat and rising dust, which is something
to be deeply thankful for, but there has
yet been no change in the political
climatg. It is as stuffy and sweltering
as ever. The Akalis are still on the
rampage. They are in no mood to re-
trace their steps from the paths which
had only led them to jails and hide-
outs. Nor has wisdom dawned on them
that to achicve their objective they
should rely on popular sympathy and
not on any kind of communal frenzy.
Their demand for the Punjabi Suba which
must necessarily ensurc Sikh solidarity
as well as evoke non-Sikh goodwill,
stands bereft of both, because of the
inherent weakness of the case and in-
temperate leadership. The Akali cause,
as that of the Andhras and the Maha-
rashtrians, was not intcgrated with the
philosophy of a sub-national movement:
it was essentially communal. For the
rest, Master Tara Singh seemed to have
taken Mr. Jinnah for his moddl, a tri-

“fle crudely, without any of his political

astuteness or the adventitious nid of a
third party actively interested in creat-
ing dissensions and fomenting strife
internally, for its own advantage.

Whatever sympathy others had for
him when the Punjab Govermnent re-
sorted to repression, was lost as a re-
sult of the ugly Akali -demonstrations
in the Capital last week. Threats to
repeat them only tended to justify the
measures as well as strengthen the
hands of the doughty Chief Minister of
the Punjab. Any help that Master Tara
Singh might yet receive from the Com-
munist Party or the PSP would be of
little avail, because of the taint of rank
political opportunism.

This is but one side of the picture.
The answer to Akali folly is not gov-

emmental unwisdom. The feeling is -

growing here th?t the problem should
not be treated as one ef mere law and

order and that it should not be left to

the Punjab Ministry and its puissant
chief and that the Centre should inter-
vene. In other words, the Prime Minis-
ter should tackle Master Tara Singh.
This is much more important a matter
than that of Dandakaranya which has
so much engaged the Prime Minister’s
attention during the last few days. It
is no use harping on the Sikh leader’s
unreasonableness’ and leaving him dis-
gruntled. No statesman can ask for any
credit for getting on with - .extremely

reasomable persons. Statesmanship, it is
said, lies in one’s capacity to get on
with unrcasonable people. It should not
be beyond Mr. Nehru to restore Mas-
ter Tara Singh to freedom and peace
to Punjab. The Akali leader shonld put
his Suba in cold storage at least till
India is free from bigger threats and
troubles. He is an Indian first and a
Punjabi next and this is the time for
first things first.

Having for long muaintained that it
was no use thinking in terms of a per-
manent tribunal to go into corruption
charges on what are generally no more
than  sweeping  generalisations,  the
Congress Working Committee at last

i
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persuaded itself to do something about
it, lest its reluctance or tardiness to
undertake, or ‘ assist in, any inquiry,
should be variously - interpreted as in-
deed ‘it was. It is now left to the Con-
gress President to take cognisance of
complaints ‘henccforth’ and to set up a
permanent machinery for the probe.
With an air of triumph he told a Press -
conference in Delhi that Ministers and
other Congress leaders would now be
required to declare their income and
expenditure to him annually. It means
that these dignitaries will show their
hands to the President who like the
palmist will read them, for such con-
clusions as he may arrive at or steps
he may suggest, for establishing their
cleanness. It any are found soiled, the
cases will be further scrutinised and
examined by the pancl to be nominated.
It is too carly to say anything
about the. efficiency of the pro-
posed measure except that one may
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surmise that Mr, Sanjiva Reddy’s own
hands will be full, with ever so many
waiting for some kind of clearance
certificate. Mr, Sanjiva Reddy may also
consider the advisability of political par-
ties, let alone individual politicians,
declaring their assets as well as income
and expenditure annually. The Con-
gress should voluntarily give a lead in

SWARAJYA

the matter, so that one may know where
the party fund comes from and how it
is operated.

Talking of the corruption probe, it
may well be mentioned that far from
having lapsed into utter silence, Mr.
C. D. Deshmukh was supposcd to have
given information about a couple of
cases to the Prime Minister, for what-
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ever he might like to do in the mat-
ter.  This sampling out may have its
merit but is not really substantial when
so much was said about so many and
so  often—even by implication. The
public should know at least something
more about the cases under review,
instead of being left guessing all along
the line.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRY
‘THE INDIAN SCENE

Despite occasional murmurs from true
Gandhian adherents, regarding the
wisdom of concentrating on indus-
trial development on the pattern of the
more advanced Western countries, it is
now the accepted Government policy
that living standards can be raised in the
main by the establishment of large scale
heavy Industry. It scems too late in the
day to go back on this proposition,
even though there are a few instances
of countries even in the West that have,
wisely not gone in for all-out indus-
trialisation.

Industrial development is not a mat-
ter of running plants and maintaining
them with skilled operatives. Science
and technology are not static and in-
dustry in the West is all the time be-
nefiting by the stimulus of advances in
these fields. In fact it is ready to catch
up with even revolutionary changes.
Scores of examples can be given of
how one product of industry, which has
held the field for some years, has given

way to an eantirely new  one.  For
example, the present  anti-Malarial,
Paludrine, is the successor to many

others. It is not as if the raw materials
and processes themselves obtain for all
time. In face of competition and other
factors violent changes take place. The
development of .ARDYL fibre as a sub-
stitute for natural textile fibres is a
notable instance,

It would be worthwhile for us to exa-
mine briefly the motive force for such
advances in industry. The course ot
.development in the West has been a
continual  and  evolutionary  process,
based on the ancient truism of necessity
being the mother of invention. Broadly
speaking, there arc three distinct sour-
ces that supply the sustenance. Firstly,
the big industrial cartels themselves
make generous provision for technical
research. I.C.I, for example, spend
annually more than ten million pounds
sterling on technical research. Team
work is the essence and hundreds of
qualified technicianf are engaged all the
time. A problem is bréken down to
various possible lines of approach by
competent directors of research and all
these are attacked simultancously. In
the face of all this, progress is pheno-
menal and the solution is reached
quickly. Secondly, there are the various
research institutes for particular indus-
tries financed and kept going by the
firms pursuing the particular industry,
often on the basis of a cess. These deal
with problems of tommon concern. Last
but not least, the universities, learned
institutions and eminent scientists con-

tribute immeasurably to the growth of
fundamental knowlcdge. While know-
ledge is pursued for its own sake, with
no thought of gain or commercial cx-
ploitation of outstanding discoveries,
industry is ever watchful to put it to
practical use, often to the immense be-
nefit of mavkind.  One may cite the
cxample of penicillin.

It is therefore clear, to cnsure sus-
tained progress, we must pay proper
attention to the concomitant aids to full
growth. One would like to know if any
serious thought has been devoted to
this aspect. In the case of the various
industries that are being sct up, is there
adequate  provision for developmental
work? As regards provision for general
technical  research that can be made
available to ‘industry, with parrot like
repcetition, we are asked to pin our faith
in the National Laboratories. These
have been functioning for the past ten
years or so and one would like to know
preciscly what the aims are. Is it their
function to ecstablish industries from
indigenous raw materials? Or is it the
solution of technical problems that may
be referred by industry to them? While
it is true that discoveries are not an
everyday occurrence, one would like to
know whether there have been any
substantial results so far? Have these
Institutions potentialitics for the future,
as a result of a competent review by
technicians  and scientists of  interna-
tional standing in the particular fields,
of the trends of thought so far pur-
sued in these Laboratories? Of course
there is the usual plethora of reports
from these Institutions. It is reported
from one of these that an efficient me-
thod for better, brighter “iddlies” has
been evolved. While much may be said
in favour of more salacious iddlies being
caten, it is a moot point to say the
least, if, this alone can be claimed as
a notable achicvement. Lastly, we come
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to the universities. It is herein that the
picture is a wholly dismal one, un-
relieved by any bright patches. One has
only to study the question papers of
the Western universities for the Degree
courses in Science to realise how ad-
vanced scientific teaching has become.
It can be stated quite categorically
that very few of the graduates from
Indian universities will qualify to these
standards. Further, our universities are
being depleted of competent teachers as
many of the institutions in the Public
Scctor offer far more attractive salarics
to scientific men, With a fecw exceptions
here and there only the sccond or third
best are left in the universities. As it
there were not enough confusion and
inefficiency, language threatens to play
havoc with university teaching. Truly, the
manner in which politics intrudes in the
ficld of Education is pittul in the extreme.

And so, the picture is not altogether
bright, if what we are after is sustained
progress. Unless there is proper appre-
ciation ot the fundamental fact that, to
catch up with the advanced West, we
must have all the mechanisms for a
healthy growth functioning freely and
effectively, much ennui will be the re-
sult. Ultimately we will land oursclves
in the position of being mere copyists
constantly looking for help and susten-
ance to others.

Lastly, we have to pause and think
over the enormous sums of money re-
quired to establish large scale indus-
tries and the wherewithal for future
progress. It may be argued, why we
should fashion oursclves on the pattern
ol the more advanced countries of the
West and if there are not even coun-
trics in the West that have evolved what
is good for them in a more modest
manner taking their resources into con-
sideration. True enough. It certainly
is a profitable line of thought to he pur-
sued. It is cxactly haphazard thinking
and the absence of clear objcctives and
aims in the Indian scene, that would
retard progress and lead to dissipation
of money and etort.
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VANISHING COUNTRYSIDE

The Spring issue of the Countryman,
as ever, is full of fascinating reading
for country-lpvers, whether they live in
the country or out of it. There are the
usual exquisite touches of the simpli-
city, humour and wisdom of the rustic
conveying the rural way of life that
unhappily, to a very large cextent, is
disappdaring by the inroads of mecha-
nical farming, industrialization and the
vast mdotor traflic that demands the kind
of road that befits it. Broadly spcak-
ing, the peace and beauty of the Eng-
lish rural scene has been and s being
shattered, this may be one of the rea-
sons why the Countryman is so widely
read in every part of the globe and
particularly: in England, for, in their
hearts most Englishmen are country-
men and love to read about country
lifc though the fates have decreed that
they no longer a¥e able, or rather per-
mitted, to live it.

First Time Wegt is an outstanding
article in  this issue, by Clyde Higgs
whose safari of last autumn was un-
sponsored. He had no mission and no
commitment, he simply wanted to re-
medy an omission—having never been
West before; and so he set off for a
one-month tour of the eastern half of
the U.S.A. He writes that there is no
such thing as a typical farm anywhere
but he describes several that are indi-
vidual and unique, two of them of 700
acres of which 500 were arable. He
visited the world’s largest certified milk
farm that has been operating for the
last seventy years where about sixteen
hundred cows, housed in barns, are
milked twice daily and fed on dechy-
drated grass, silage from enormous pits -
and a farm-mixed production ration.
In Pensylvania a 10,000 acre farm
with 5000 cattle is run by a woman,
daughter and grand-daughter of cattle
breeders. She grows no grain but buys
it at harvest-time and stores it, her

"grass-land is well managed. Another

cattle-breeding venture of 600 acres is
run by man and wife. All these farms
are based on nlechanies. “A trend in
American farming- stands out a mile:
the efforts to arrange that one man
should do the work of three without
any inconvenience to himself.” In the
Pensylvania Dutch country, however,
the Amish live who farm the hard way
by the “sweat of their brows”. In a ffty-
mile drive he did not see a single
tractor—all work being done by horses.

THE COUNTRYMAN — OQuarterly
Syring 1960; 3 shillings; 19 Bouverie
Street, London E.C.4.

“The Amish keep themselves to
themselves and have no outside so-
cial contacts; their chief pleasure:
are visiting ene another and joining
together for farm operations lik:
corn-husking. The farmers and their
families dress in black; the men are
unshaven and the women unadorned
They object strongly to being photo-
graphed, as ir their opinion it vio-
lates a commandment. Their farm-
steads are magnificent and well
maintained.”

Although the writer of this article
confesses  that rescarch centres  were
beyond him, he writes in detail about
the United States Department of Apri-
culture at Beltsville that covers 11,000
acres with 1,000 buildings to accommo-
date 2,399 employces. Here the small
white turkey is bred to reach full mar-
ket maturity in twenty-three  weeks
when it is rcady to cook. One of the
researchers at Beltsville, Dr. Olsen, is
“a bachelor married to turkeys” and
has spent much of his scientific life find-
ing out all about them. About one-sixth
of the turkeys in the United States are
Beltsville Small Whites.

In contrast to this immense State
Research Centre is a farm of 1,250 acres
that was run as a hobby by a manu-
facturing chemist., He lost money on
it as a dairy farm and appointed as
manager a German who had emigrated
when he saw difficultics ahead. These
two went into partnership—the German
seems to have heen a genius and no
detail escaped him.

“The latest idea is a ‘porkorium’
where pigs are raised from farrow
to finish; at weaning, the sow is taken
away leaving the piglets to develop
without change of Jocation. The
target is one man looking after six-
teen hundred pigs.”

At the same time these remarkable
two are  developing bull  production,
with two herds, one calving in spring
and the other in autumn. At seven
months the calves are weaned, kept in
individual stalls in an air-conditioned
building where they spend five months
and are automatically fed every three
hours.

On a poultry farm with egg produe-
tion by automation, near Ithaca, was a
building that held ten thousand birds—
seven cocks to a hundred hens and “a
man of sixty-eight looked after the whole
lot and said he would willingly take
on another outfit of the same size.”
In Indiana are the largest egg producers
of the United States—Creighton Bros.
These brothers turn out from their egg
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factory half a million a day. Of their
2,000 acres, half are continually in maize
—ecverything is done mechanically and
as far as possible automatically. Far-
mers in the United States appear to be
happy though they like occasionally to
grumble and eriticize the Government.
“The percentage of the American
population on the land continues to
fall; it has dropped from 80 per cent
to 10 per cent in the past fifty years.

But there appeared to be enthusiasm

among the rising generation to con-

tinue farming... and many wanted
to attend a university before settling
down to farm.”

In the closing lines of this article
Clyde Higgs writes that he “saw no-
thing which made him want to forsake
England for the castern side of the
United States of America” This sort
of thing is all very well for America
with its vast stretchies of rich land thinly
populated but it would not do for the
tight little isle that is Britain and much
less fop the vast stretches of poor land,
over-populated in India where small
scale farming for the peasantry is in-
dicated with all possible help, of course,
from scientific methods and mechanisms
to increase production for home and
local consumption. It would be a happy
sign if the percentage of the Indian
population on the land were to fall
and be diverted to small industries and
well organized handicraft. There is
work, or rather there could be, for all
in the countryside but not land.

—Norau RIiCHARDS,
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Paperbacks : Book
Companies’ Merger

The Times-Mirror Company of Los
Angeles and The New American Lib-
pary of World Literature, Inc., of New
York have been merged through an
exchange of stock. The agreement,
signed on March 2, 1960 was announc-
ed by Norman Chandler, Times-Mirror
President, and Kurt Enoch and Victor
Weybright, New American Library
President and Chairman respectively.

NAL, with its Signet and Mentor
imprints, is the world’s second largest
publisher of paperback books. NAL
will become a wholly-owned subsidiary
of Times-Mirror but will operate as an
autonomous unit.

For the fiscal year ended June 80,
1959, NAL gross sales were $12,117,000,
about double 1955 volume. For the six
months ended December 31, 1959, gross
sales were $7,839,018.

Times-Mirror’s 1959 revenues werc
above $95,000,000 and earr'ﬂngs ex-
ceeded $4 a share on the 1,152,000

shares outstanding at December 31.

“This merger with NAL furthers The
Times-Mirror Company’s diversification
into other areas of communications,
and is a logical extension of our news-
paper, television, paper manufacturing,
and commercial printing activities,” Mr.
Chandler stated.

“NAL is no ordinary paperback pub-
lishing company. It has the greatest
diversity of subjects, the broadest world-
wide distribution, and the highest cul-
tural level in the field.

“We believe the market for quality
paperback books has a very great
growth potential due to rising cultu-
ral tastes, higher literacy rates through-
out the world, increasing college en-
rolment and more leisure time.

“As a distinct and separate member
of the Times-Mirror family of com-
panies, NAL will retain its present ma-
nagement and personnel, the same poli-
cles and the same close affiliation with
book publishers, authors, agents, book-
sellers, and magazine ‘distributors," Mr.
Chandler stated.

New American Library was founded
in February, 1948, by Messrs. Enoch
and Weybright upon their acquisition
of Penguin Books, Inc., from its Bri-
tish parent company. The Signet im-
print is used for quality books of fiction
and reference; Mentor for serious non-
fiction and classics. Over the years,
many NAL authors have won Nobel and
Pulitzer prizes. The company has been
very active in discovering important
new writers before their fame is wide-
spread. ’

5

Where theres LIFEBUOGY
thores heakif! -

.

On a hot summer day...a bath with Lirgauov
le such a joy! Nothing beats Lireauoy for chasing away
that tired, sticky fecling. There's nothing ke
LIFERUOY for a healthy feeling of freshnesg !
LIFEBUOY SOArP washes away the germs in dirt —
Overyday dirt that you cannot avoid picking up.
The whole family stays heaithy with LIFEBUOY |

-

L.18-X52
A HINDUSTAN LEVER PRODUCT

-

*e I.une 25, ITO

SWARAJYA

* THE STRANGE CASE OF EICHMANN

By

Ever since lIsrael was bora in 1948
in the midst of a hostile world, the
rulers of this tiny republic have been
over-cautious and always on the alert
to offer resistance to all pressures. The
Psalms, the book of Sacredd songs in the
Old Testament, has truthfully  said:
“BehoM, he that keepeth Isracl shall
neither stumber nor sleep.”

Thi¢ alertness brought Tarael a re-
ward last month. Istacli security forees
tracked down and  kidnapped  from
Argentina on May 13 Adolf Eichnann,
once head of the Jewish Resettlement
Departiment in the Third Reich, who is
charged with causing the death of mil-
lions of Jews. But this aggressive wake-
fulness has also thrown hrael into the
grip of an interational gontroversy. the
reverberations ot which are heard in
the United Nations this week.

Argentina from whose soil Eichinann
was kidnapped by Isracli agents, pro-
tested against Isracli action and demanded
that  Isracl shonld return Eichmann.
Israel refused, but expressed regret it

Israeli “volunteers” had violated Argen-
tine luw. This cvasive reply angered
Argentina, which complained to the
United Nations against Isracl. The se-
curity council of the UN. is debating
the complaint this week.

Adolf Eichmann, the centre of the
controversy, is one of the few lcaders of

Hitler's Reich who escaped from Ger-

many at the end of the last war and

disappeared. He was a licutenant colonel
in the S.S., the Nazi clite corps, and
was a section head of the security ser-

* vice charged with taking measures “tor

the Bnal solution of the Jewish question
in the European territorics under Ger-
man influence.” Jewish leaders estimated
that Eichmann had caused the death of
some 4 million Jews in the gas cham:
bers and crematoria at Auschwitz, Maj-
danck, Mauthausen and other centres.

Eichmgpn was captured by the U.S.
army at %he end of the war, but his
identity was not recognized. After 18
months in Allicds prison camps, he es-
caped to northern Germany and from
there slipped out of Germany in 1950.
West German, Israeli and Allied agents
have conducted world-wide searches
for him. During the past few years his
presence had been reported in Egypt,
Syria, Kuwait and Argentina.

Since 1938 he had heen working as
an employce in an automabile factory in
Buenos Aircs, the capital of Argentina.
He lived a quice lifc with his German
wifee and four children.  When Eich-
mann’s prescnce was detected, a five-
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man squad was sent from Israel all the
way to the South American republic.
Ou May 13 when Eichmann was walk-
ing home from his office, the agents
swooped down on him, grabbed him,
flung him into a car and rushed him to
an airport where an Isracli Airlines plane
was waiting. to pick up Eichmann. He
was flown to Isracl.

The key figure in the capture of the
victim was ilentified as a Polish Jew
whoa escaped the gas chambers in a Nazi
concentration camp. He is 37-year-old
Tuvia Fricdmann, whose long cam-
paign of personal retribution  against
Nazi war criminals has brought him to
his current Post as Director ot Israel’s
documentary centre in Haifa. Ilc has
tracked down many lesser Nazi leaders.
But a supremc moment of satisfaction
came when the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ben Gurion announced on May 23 the
arrest and detention of Eichmann. The
Nazi leader is to be tricd under an Is-
racli law of 1950 which holds that any
person who has committed “during the
period of the Nazi regime in any coun-
try an act constituting a crime against
the Jewish people is liable to the death
penalty.”

The Isracli adventurc has raised some
unpleasant issues.  While nobody will
waste any sympathy for Eichmann or
regret that he has at last been brought
to account for his crimes, there are
many who doubt the wisdom of Israeli
action. The kidnapping of a person from
Argentina to stand trial in lIsrael for
alleged crimes committed in Germany
sounds preposterous. Even Nahum
Goldmann, President of the World Zio-
nist Organisation was upset by Israel’s
high-handedness and wanted Eichmann
to be tried by an international court.

Next to Israel, the country with the
largest number of Jews is the United
States of America. But U.S. reaction has
been gencrally very critical of Israel.
The Washington Post said that “every-
thing connected with the proceedings
against Eichmann is tainted with Jaw-
lessness.” A U.S. Government oflicial
has pointed out that the trial of Eich-
mann “is going to cause a serious loss
of world confidence in the objectivity
of the Israeli Government.”

In moments of crisis most countries
loose their objectivity. But Israel’s ob-
jectivity seem to be almost always
blinded by passions and prejudices. The
bold and cunning preventive war waged
by Israel in 1957 to kmock out Nasser
did not enhance Israeli reputation for
objectivity. Only two weeks before
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Israel started the war, Ben Gurion had
said: “We shall never start a war, We

do not believe that wars provide
comprehensive  solutions  to  historic
problems.”

Ben Gurion’s utterances sometimes

resemble the performance of fanatic
Hindu reviyalists who see visions of a
past glory. He said once: “We have a his-
tory of 4000 ycars. We were driven out
and dispersed about the world for 2000
years, often hated and persecuted. We
were tortured and burned at the stakes
by the thousands. We were expelled
from England in the fourteenth century,
from Spain in the fiftcenth  century,
There were laws against us, pogroms,
and persceutions of every kind. Hitler
exterminated 6,000,000 of us. We never
despaired. ......... Faith is much more
important than armics or riches or num-
bers. It is our real weapon.” '

But faith without the backing of
reason is a dangerous attribute. In kid-
napping Eichmann, Isracl was guided
by faith and not reason. It, therefore,
today stands before the bar of public
opinion as an offender.  Appearing
before the U.N. as an offender is not a
new role for Isracl. Condemuned as an
aggressor for the attack on Egypt, Israel
had flouted in 1957 six successive UN.
assembly orders to quit Egypt. Britain
and France, the fellow preventive war-
riors had completed their unconditional
withdrawal within 27 days, while Israel
had held out in defiance.

As the U.N. gets ready to debate the
legality of Isracli action, the Israelis are
debating about the method of trial of
Eichmann. Some believe that the trial
should be held in the glare of television
cameras, so that the new generation of
Jews would know what the old genera-
tion went through. There are  some
others who belicve that a public trial
will do no credit to Isracl and will only
create new  tensions.  One  hopes
that Isracl would temper faith  with
reason.
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SIDELIGHTS

(Continued from page 4)

sibility of the disclosed informa-
tion to the public. If the corrupt
could be depended upon to furnish
evidence for their apprehension,
the new rule could be Hailed with
delight.  Actually they combine
care and discretion with acquisi-
tiveness, and it is rare for their il-
legal assets to be accounted tor in
their own names. Their tracks are
covered by relatives. But in the
Congress probe, relatives are left
untouched in a matter-of-tact way,
delightful to all whose main prob-
lem is the secretion of ill-gotten
wealth. “Of course”, says the Con-
gress President, the disclosures of
assets and liabilities to be insisted
on hereafter will not include those
of Ministers’ relatives!

- L] L

The -demand for enquiry into
corruption has come out of Con-
gress failure to steer clear of it.
It is no answer to the demand to
devise a form of enquiry which
leaves to some Congress authority
or other the right to determince
whether the enquiry should go on
or not. A corrupt party cannot be
its own judge and the proposed
Congress probe is in effect a
worthless white-wash leaving the
Eosition exactly where it has been

itherto. Only an independent
tribunal, completely free trom
Congress influences, can give a
certificate of probity worth look-
ing at to Congressmen charged

with abuse of power, and the Con- .

gress probe advertised by Sri San-
jiva Reddi gives promise of no
such tribunal. Corruption is not a
party matter but an offence admi-
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APT WORDS

“Experience shows that
never in history have conces-
sions to an aggressor helped
to ward off the threat of |
aggression”.  These  were
Gromykos words at the
Security Council on May 28,
They were not addressed to
the Prime Minister of India
in disapproval of his Chinese
diplomacy! But they do
apply and very aptly. Non-
alignment policy when pur-
sued in spite of provocative
ﬂggr(‘ssi()ll ﬂnd k(‘Pt IIP in
favour of an aggressive |
neighbour means just sur-
render. A very good slogan
under onc set of conditions
becomes a hopelessly poor
policy in another state of
things. There is nothing so |
poor in diplomacy as to do |
things only when forced to
do so, much Dbehind the
appropriate  time.  Values
change rapidly and an align-
ment that may be welcomed
now may soon become just @
drug in the diplomatic

market. C.R.

nistratively punishable, and a party
which seeks to set itself up as a
judge of corruption usurps the
function of the judiciary as Com-
munist parties given to totalitarian
outlook are wont to do.

—SaKaA.

THE SITUATION
IN PUNJAB

(Continued from page 2)

achievement of the objective of
carving out a new State.

Despite the solemn assurances of a
peaceful, non-violent and constitutiona)
campaign by the Akali Dal, and despite
the fact that nothing had so far hap-
pened in the State justifying any dras-
tic action by thé Govemment, Master
Tara Singh was arrested on the night
of 24th May, and detained under Sec-
tion 3 of the Preventive Detention Act.
A good number of prominent Akali lea-
ders and workers were also arrested on
that night under Sections 107 and 151
Cr.P.C. for .apprehension of breach of
peace. The arrests are continuing till
this date. The arrested persons arc re-

. 3
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quired to furnish sccurity bonds in the
amounts of Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 50,000 and
Rs. 30,000, obviously beyond their
means, in many cascs. Persons arrested

under  Sections 107 and 150 Cr.P.C. -

have been transferred to jails far
from their places of arrcst. Special ma-
gistrates with powers to try such cases
throughout the State have been ap-
pointed. “They are to try these cases in
the jails. The trial of these cases in jails
far off from the place of residence of
the arrested persons means a virtual
denial of the right of legal asgistance
and of leading defence cevidence. On
one pretext or the other, the newspapers
have been gagged and some presses

have been sealed. Special steps were -

taken to cheek the march of people from
Punjab to Delhi to take part in the
procession on 12th of June in order to
lay the claim that the procession was a
failure and the movement has fizzled
out. Threats and methods of intimida-
tion were resorted to by the authorities
to make the hartal on 8th June a failure,
and on the 9th we saw reports in the
papers that the directive for the hartal
had little response. The  Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee is a
duly clected (statutory) body for the
management of Sikh shrines, Over 100
members ont of o total of 140 have been
arrested illegally under Section 107 and
150 Cr.P.C. Heavy interim  securities
have been demanded. The Press of the
S.G.P.C. has been attached under Sec-
tion 145 Cr.P.C. The working of a duly
clected  body has thus been  virtually
paralysed.

On the onc hand there is a complete
han against the publication in the news-
papers of any news or other matter in
favour of the campaign for the Punjabi-
speaking State; on the other, there is full
freedom to the press and persons of all
types to do propaganda by speech or
written word against the Akhali Dal
and the campaign for the  Punjabi-
speaking State. Daily we find reports of
speeches and statements in the news-
papers condemning, in certain eases in
the most provocative terms, the demand
for the Punjabi-speaking State and the
Akali Dal. . .

The Punjab is today for all practical
purposcs a Police State where the magis-
tracy is Subordinate to the executive.
There is a reign of terror, The use to
which  Scction 107 Cr.P.C. is put is
somcthing very novel.

It is conceded that it is quite valid
and constitutional to urge for the crea-
tion of a linguistic State but in Punjab
such a demand whick is on peaceful
and non-violent lines is being ruthlessly
suppressed. :

June 25, 1960
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: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
DEMAND FOR PUNJABI SUBA

Sir,—In the recent Congress mecting

at  Poona, it was decided that  there
should be mo more reorganisation ot
States. Government  acceded  to  the
legitimate demand of the Andhras for
a scparate State only aftter the valu-
able life of Potti Sriramulu was lost.
The States of Maharashtra and Gujerat
were formed only after many had sac-
riﬁccd.thcir lives. The services of an
expericnced and able Fivance Minister
who differed with My, Nelru on this
issue, were also lost,

Such heing the case, the demand tor
a Punjabi Suba by Master Tura Singh
may bhe considered before many  lives
are lost by police firing, ctc.

Nagapattinam. V. R Rajacoraray,

OUR FOREIGN POLICY

© Sir,—It is an admitted fact that in
the context of China’s  aggression on
our Himalayan border, with our Gov-
ernment not being able to do anything
to prevent it, our forcign policy of non-
alignment and non-violence has been
proved to be a dismal failure.  Even
now, without taking wrgent steps to
mect the crisis, Mr. Nehreu falls foul of

thosc who darc to criticise his policy.
Dr. Raghuvira (Congress) who has in-
side knowledge of Chinese expansion-
ism has characterised our poleiy as
‘cogtistic righteousness’, utterly removed
from realitivs,

What then is the remedy? Prof. M.
Venkatarangaiva who is an authority in
these matters has expressed  the  opi-
nion in a current brochure that unless
we seek military aid from the US.A.
and Great Britain, we can never over-
come the Chinese menace.  Otherwise
we mmm the risk of  extinction  as
- nation.

May I suggest that in order to ensure
success for the policy suggested above
General  Cariappa, our former Com-
mander-in-Chiet  (now in  retirement)
may be taken into the Cabinet as De-
fence Minister in place of the present
gentleman.,

Sccunderabad. V. C. S. Iven.

—_—

FORGOTTEN PROMISES

Sir,—The other day a visitor to Ban-
galore went to the City Railway Station,
ten days before the intended day of
his departure, to bhook first class reser-
vation for himseclf, his wifc and child.

. 15 .

In fact, he is an officer of some im-
portance entitled to a pass for himself
and his family, But he was told that
some days previously several Ministers
had booked for themselves all the first
class accommodation available on the
train he intended to travel by on that
particular day. This gives rise to two
questions, (1) Why should Ministers in
a ‘Democratic Wellare State” have pre-
ferential treatment over other people
inasmuch  as they arec conceded the
privilege of reserving their travelling
accommodation some days before any
member of the public could claim to
reserve his? (2) In the days of the ‘Free-
dom struggle’ these very men, who
today have constituted themselves into
a privileged class, talked of travelling
only by third class and, in the event
of their being invested with high office
by the votes of the gullible people they

then wéoed, not accepting more thin-. .

Rs. 500 a month as ministerial salary.
Have they forgotten all that?  What
value i# then to be placed on their oft-
repeated, sanctimnnious platitudes
such as that they are “humble political
workers”, and with what conscicnce do
they dare to call upon the people to
make sacrifices when, in reality, often
their own conduct, as in this and many
other instances, is quite contrary to
what they preach? ‘

* Caprain KHURSHED LALKAKA,
Bangalor\e.
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