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TALKS BETWEEN PRIME MINISTERS OF
GHANA AND INDIA

An announcement made in
New Delhi on January 3 says
that the Honourable Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah, Prime Minister of
Gheana, had many informal and
friendly talks with the Prime
Minister of India on current
international problems and other
matilers of mutual interest. In
particular, the two Prime Minis-
ters discussed recent develop-
ments on the African continent
and welcomed the awakening
amongst the people of Africa and
their great desire for freedom
and independence. They express-
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ed the hope that the countries of
Africa, which are not free at
present, will gain their indepen-
dence through constructive and
peaceful methods. They wel-
comed the closer association of
Ghana and Guinea, and hoped
that other countries in Africa
would also develop closer co-
operation for their mutual bene-
fit and in the cause of world
peace.

The two Prime Ministe;rs
deplored the policies of racial
discrimination and the denial of

fundamental human rights in
some parts of Africa, which were
opposed to the baslc conceptions
of the Charter of the United
Nations as well as friendly rela-
tions between nations,

The two Prime Ministers
agreed that, in the present con-
text, international problems can-
not be solved by war, and it was
only through peaceful methods
and mutual tolerance and under-
standing that satisfactory settle-
ments could be arrived at.

The two Prime Ministers
agreed that their respective
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. governments should make efforts

towards lessening of inter-
national tensions, removal of
colonial domination and the pro-
motion of understanding among
nations.
The most urgent tasks for both
their countries, as well as for
‘other countries in Asia and
Africa, were to give economic
and social content to political
freedom, thus ensuring a fuller
and richer life for their peoples.
Advances in science and tech-
nology had opened out wonder-
ful opportunities for the better-
ment of mankind. It was a
tragedy that these scientific and
technological advances were
being largely used for increasing
armaments and, in particular,
for the manufacture of nuclear
and thermo-nuclear weapons.
Effective steps towards disarma-
ment were therefore essential in
order to reduce the tensions that
affected the world. An imme-
diate step should be the stoppage
of all nuclear tests.

The two Prime Ministers were
happy at the friendly relations
existing between their two coun-
tries, which had been further
strengthened by the visit of the

Prime  Minister of Ghana to
India.

—

Rewards To Policemen
For Meritorious Service

More than 1,100 Central police-
men were rewarded for meri-
torijous services rendered by
them during the six months end-
ing June last year, it was an-
nounced on January 2.

However, during the same
period, there was a solitary case
of conviction out of the two per-
sons arrested on the charge of
corruption.

In 1957, 29 commendation certi-
ficates were issued and about

Rs. 2,200 sanctioned by the Ins- -

pector-General of the Special
Police Establishment as rewards
to officers and men engaged in
combating corruption among the
Government servants. The staft
working in the branch offices of
the S.P.E. were granted 288 com-
mendation certificates and about
Rs. 3,000 by the oﬁicers-in—charge.
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Gallantry Award To
M.P. Police Officer

The President has been pleas-
ed to award the Police Medal for
gallantry to Shri Rajinder Singh,
Platoon Commander, 5th Batta-

lion, Special Armed Force,
Madhya Pradesh, for exhibiting
courage and devotion to duty of
a high order in an encounter
with a gang of convicts who had
escaped from prison, says an an-
nouncement of January 10.

ASSAM PLAN FOR
1959.60

The total Plan outlay of the
Assam Government for the next
year (1959-60) will be of the
order of Rs, 1225 crores as
against an expenditure of Rs.
11.24 crores during the year
1958-59, says an announcement of
January 3.

The allotment for Agriculture
and Community Development is
Rs. 3.24 crores, Among the pro-
grammes included for the next
year are mechanized cultivation,
seed multiplication farms, re-

' habilitation of landless agricul-
tural labour and expansion of
Assam Veterinary College. There
is also a provision for the Assam
Agricultural College.

The provision for Irrigation
and Power is Rs. 1.32 crores. In-
cluded in the programme under
this head are electrification of 16
small towns, and the extension of
the Umtru Hydro-Electric lines
to north bank of Brahmaputra.

Industry and Mining get an
Allocation of Rs. 0.98 crores while
the provision for Transport and
Communications is Rs. 1.35
crores. Provision has been made
for a cotton mill, a spun silk mill
and a co-operative sugar mill.

Social Services get an alloca-
tion of Rs. 5.06 crores. Included
in the programmes are training
of teachers for the junior basie
schools, improvement of pay

i scales of junior and senior basic
teachers as well as of seconda
school teachers and the establish-
ment of the Assam Engineering
| College at Gauhati.
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PLAN FOR ANDAMANS
& NICOBAR, 1959-60

A Plan outlay of the order of
Rs. 127.05 lakhs was decided
upon for Andamans and Nico-
bar Islands for the year 1959-60
during recent discussions bet-
ween the Chief Commissioner,
Andamans and Nicobar, and re-
presentatives of the Planning
C(?mmissi()n and the Central
Mmistries. The estimated ex-
penditure for the current year is
Rs. 103.71 lakhs.

Agricultural programmes get
an allocation of Rs. 61.68 1akhs
and Community Development
Rs. 4.00 lakhs. Included in the
next vear's programme are
schemes for coconut plantation,
development of coffee and rub-
ber, seed multiplication, inten-
sive  cultivation, Mitchakeri
Minor Irrigation Scheme, land
colonization, the kev village
scheme for animal husbandry,
forestry and fisheries.

Power projects have been
allotted Rs. "5.00 lakhs. The
augmentation of the generating
capacity of Port Blair and the
electrification of Lamba Ship-
pichet areas are contemplated.

Industry and Roads have been
allotted Rs. 355 lakhs and Rs.
22.82 lakhs, respectively. There
Is a provision for the expansion
(l?ife;nllnsqe .:n;dssmall-scalo indust-

- 90cial Services claim Rs.
2796 lakhs. Included in the
programme are schemes for the
reorgamzation of primary edu-
cation in Port Blair, extension of
Basic .education in rural areas,
extension of the Port Blair
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Hospital, the Car Nicobar Hos-
pital, the Mayabunder Hospital
and the T.B. Hospital and T.B.
Clinic. There is a provision of
Rs. 2.04 lakhs for miscellaneous
schemes outside the Plan.

COMMUTATION OF
PENSIONS

Replying to a question, the
Deputy Minister of Finance, Shri
B.R. Bhagat said in the Rajya
Sabha on December 17, that the
commutation value of pensions
for Government servants had

béen decreéased with effect from
February 1, 1957.

Shri Bhagat said that the com-
mutation value of pension was
regulated by the commutation
tables which were dependent on
two factors: the mortality ex-
perience of pensioners and the
average yield on long term rupee
loans or, in other words, on the
rate of interest payable on loans
raised by Governments. These
tables were usually revised as
and when there was any appre-
ciable variation in either of the
above factors, he added.

TARIFF COMMISSION’S ROLE IN
PROMOTING INDUSTRIALIZATION

Moving a Bill in the Lok
Sabha on December 17 further
to amend the First Schedule to
the Indian Tariff Act, 1934, in
order to give effect to Govern-
ment’s decisions on certain re-
commendations of the Tariff
Commission, the Minister of
Industry, Shri Manubhai Shah
said that the Bill sought to
continue  protection beyond
December 31, 1958, in the case
of soda ash, calcium carbide,
caustic soda, sericulture, alu-
minium, antimony, engineers’
steel files and electrical motor
industries, and to discontinue
protection with effect from Jan-
uary 1, 1959, in the case of cocoa
powder and chocolate, bichro-
mates, bleaching paste and
bleaching powder and artificial
silk fabrics and cotton and arti-
ficial silk mixed fabrics as also
steel rasps.

In this connection, the Minis-
ter reviewed the work of the
Tariff Commission and said :

As ecarly as 1940, Government
announced that industries promoted
with their encouragement during
war-time might feel assured that if
they were conducted on sound busi-
ness lines, they would, by such
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measures as Government might
devise, be protected against unfair
competition from outside. On the
basis of this assurance, 43 industries
were established during the war,
and they applied for protection
towards the end of the war.

The Government, therefore,
decided to constitute an interim
tariff board to examine the claims
of these industries for protection,
pending the formulation of a long-
term policy. An interim board was,
therefore, constituted for a period
not exceeding two years, by a reso-
lution in November, 1945. Govern-

ment subsequently reconstituted the -~

interim tariff board for a further
period of three years, from Novem-
ber 3, 1947. The term of office of
the interim tariff board was fur-
ther extended up to the date of
setting up of a permanent Tariff
Commission as recommended by the
Fiscal Commission.

Industrial Policy

By the time the Tariff Commission
was constituted in 1952, the First
Five Year Plan had already been
launched, giving a direction and
purpose to industrial development
in the country. By and large, the
industrial policy of Government is

3

governed by the policy statement of
1948 and the subsequent statement
of 1956.

Another significant development
that has to be taken note of is the
adverse balance of payments posi-
tion in recent years and the conse-
quent need to regulate imports
through quantitative restrictions.
These restrictions have resulted in
giving domestic industries effective
protection by way of sheltered mar-
kets, and, therefore, protection
through tariff assumed a somewhat
lesser significance in these days.

As long as the primary use of

' quantitative restrictions is limited
_ to correct adverse balance of pay-

ments, domestic industries are like-

"1y to remain under constant threat

of insecurity unless adequately safe-
guarded through protective duties
also.

There are of course, certain cate-
gories of industries which can be
developed during the early stages

_of their establishment only through

‘the balanced mechanism of import
control, and the GATT organization
has accepted this in principle in
regard to the under-developed
countries. The recent resolution of
the General Agreement on Trade
and Tariffs is also proof of this.
However, it is generally recognized
that regulation through import
guotas cannot be a desirable form
of protection as a long-term policy
and is not in the long-term interests
ot any national economy. There-
fore, all these measures have to be
subject to periodical review by the
Tariff Commission.

Role Of Tariff Commission

The imposition of quantitative
restrictions in favour of several
indigenous industries have been
justified by the fact that the Tarift
Commission gives careful thought
and sympathetic scrutiny to this
aspect of protection and studies
the effect of import control on the
behaviour of industries as well as
on the welfare of the consumers.

Reports of the Tariff Commission
have brought to light all cases of
irregular and insufficient nature of
imports and their adverse effect on
domestic production, quality and
prices. The assistance rendered by
the Commission in providing an
objective analysis of the effects of
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import control administration in the
cases of protected industries, there-
fore, cannot be over-emphasized,
especially for the reason that import
control is in the hands of the
administrative wing of Government.
A periodical review by an indepen-
dent body like the Tariff Commis-
sion is always desirable and neces-
sary.

The Commission has reviewed the
cases of 43 industries enjoying pro-
tection since the Commission was
constituted in 1952, and protection
of 23 industries has been disconti-
nued on its recommendations.

While protection to 23 industries
has been discontinued on the re-
commendation of the Tariff Commis-
sion, protection to 17 new industries
has been granted since 1952. In the
case of six new industries which
were referred to the Tariff Com-
mission, no recommendation for
their protection has been made by
it Unless the Commission is satis-
fied that protection is necessary, no

‘protection is recommended by the
Commission.

Protected Industries

There are at present 37 industries
enjoying protection, of which arti-
ficial silk fabrics, bichromates, and
cocoa powder and chocolate are
sought to be de-protected from
January 1, 1959 as indicated in the
statement of Objects and Reasons.
That brings the number of protect-
ed industries to 34, of which pro-
tection to the match industry is only
of academic interest. The match
industry has been subject to excise
duty like other well-established
industries, and for the past several
years, ne imports of matches have
taken place.

The important industries enjoying
protection at present are aluminium,
caustic soda, soda ash, dye-stuffs,
grinding wheels, machine screws,
ball bearings, copper and aluminium
conductors, ACSR conductors, bi-
cycles, cotton textile machinery,
power and distribution transformers,
calcium carbide, electric motors,
automobiles and plywood and tea-
chest industries. All these indust-
‘ries have shown varying degrees of
progress during the period 1952-1953.

On the whole, all the protected
indusiries have shown considerable
progress as far as production, quality
and prices are concerned. The pro-
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gress in the case of some of the

. industries has been really remark-

able.
Bicycles

The number of units for the

manufacture of bicycles in the

organized sector was six in 1952 with
a total production of 1,97,000 cycles
only. At present, there are more
than 19 units in the organized sec-
tor and 45 in the small scale sector
producing nearly 1} million bicycles.
The cycle industry is now well estab-
lighed in the country and is gradu-
ally developing an export market.

Another industry which has
shown striking progress is the
grinding wheel industry. In 1952,
there was only one unit producing
336 tons. This has increased to 5
units with 1500 tons production in
1958. The ball bearing industry is
another industry which has been
able to increase its production from
6.48 lakh numbers in 1952 to 23.7
lakh numbers in 1958. There is
only one unit in this industry.

Chemical Industries

Among the. chemical industries,
the production of soda ash has
increased from 43,372 tons in 1952 to
73,000 tons during 1958. There are
at present two units producing soda
ash in the country. Plans for ex-
pansion of these two units are well
in hand and two more units are to
be established shortly, raising the
total capacity of soda ash produc-
tion to 2,30,000 tons per annum.
The country is expected to be more

or less self-sufficient in this indus-
try.

. While all this is highly gratify-
Ing, the progress in regard to a few
industries is not sufficiently satis-
factory. Dyestuffs industry is an
instance of this kind.

Government’s plan for the manu-
facture of intermediates has not pro-
gressed as desired. Till the manu-
facture of infermediates is establish-
ed on a large scale, it is also diffi-
cult to achieve satisfactory progress
in the manufacture of dyestuffs.
Now the production of intermediates
has been almost finalized and the
full range of the entire 86 inter-
mediates in the country is being
covered within the next three years
or so, with German collaboration.
The industry will be well-establish-
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ed as far as intermediates produc-
tion is concerned.
Automobiles

Another industry where the pro-
gress appears to be slow is the
automobile industry. Though assem-
bly of motor vehicles to a very
limited extent has been started even
before the war, specific phased pro-
grammes were actually approved
only in 1954-55. Therefore, while
judging the progress of this indus-
try, it has to be borne in mind that
prior to 1954-55, the industry was
doing more or less pure assembly
work, and it was only then that the
Government insisted on a phased
programme to enhance the indi-
genous content as far as possible.
If this factor is taken into accounf,
it will be seen that the progress 1s
not so unsatisfactory as it appeared.

All the producers of automobiles,
who have now been rationalized to
only 6, have established capacities
for machining components, while
castings and forgings also are now
made in the country by some of the
other manufacturers. Partly Govern-
ment have also to share the blame
for this delay in increasing the
indigenous content, which has taken
place largely due to difficulties
resulting from scarcity of foreign
exchange. Till recently the foreign
exchange needed for import of
tools, jigs and machinery had not
been released to enable the manu-
facturers to increase the indigenous
content. But now practically all their
needs of foreign exchange for machi-
nery, tools, and jigs have been
granted, and by the end of 1959, in
the case of two commercial vehicles
and the Hindustan car, about 70 to
75 per cent of the components would
be indigenously manufactured.

By 1960-61, all the vehicles in the
country will have reached 80 per
cent indigenous content, that is,
practically all the vchicles, com-
mercial vehicles, jeeps and cars.

Costs And Prices

Protected industrics are expected
to charge prices in fair relationship
to costs. It has been found that pro-
tected industries are not taking un-
due advantage of protection to in-
crease the prices of these goods.
‘ The Commission has also stressed
In its reports that while prices in-
variably tend to increase under
conditions of scarcity of supply, the
trouble docs not always start at the
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level of the producer but at the
level of the intermediate distributor,
and is aggravated 1o an increasing
extent at the levels of the retail
sellers. All these ultimately point
to the fact that it is impossible to
keep prices at fair levels unless
Government create a vast force of
enforcement officials with police
powers. This is neither good nor
desirable.

The important point is that under
existing conditions of general short
supply of most commodities, when
competitive economic forces are not
fully in operation, it will not be
proper to lay the entire blame for
high prices always at the doors of
the producers.

At present, there are four con-
sumer goods industries in the pro-
tected group, namely, the sage, but-
tons (studs and cuff links made of
plastics), calcium lactates and bi-
cycles. In the case of bicycles, there
is keen internal competition and
cycles of different makes are avail-
able at reasonable prices to the con-
sumer. In the case of one popular
brand, the price has come down
from Rs. 161.50 in 1954 to Rs. 148.50
in 1958,

In the case of calcium lactate, the
manufacturer has reduced the price
from Rs. 3.25 per lb. in 1952 to Rs.
1.80 per lb. in 1958 — a very con-
siderable reduction.

Need For Increased Production

In regard to other industries, the
complaints are mostly from buyers
in small lots in the market. Large-
scale consumers have always been
able to obtain their requirements
from indigenous sources at fair
prices.

In cases where domestic produc-
tion falls short of demand, market
prices have tended to go up only
because of irregular and insufficient
imports. Even so, those consumers
who have been regularly obtaining
their requirements from indigenous
sources have not found difficulty in
buying the products at reasonable
prices. This has been revealed at
the time of the Commission's public
inquiries, particularly in the case of
soda ash and caustic soda.

Naturally, malpractices do take
place at different stages in the in-
dustry and in the trade and it will
be diflicult to stop such practices
completely as long as shortages
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continue to last. Therefore, the
positive answer is increased pro-
duction.

There are instances where manu-
facturers jointly and in collusion
have attempted to exploit the situa-
tion. The Commission and Govern-
ment have also been laying emphasis
on remedying the evils arising from
faulty distribution organizations
existing in certain industries.

Price Line

In response to complaints receiv-
ed from consuming industries, the
Commission also undertook at the
instance of Government, an investi-
gation of the distribution system
employed by the ball bearing indus-
try which has just been completed.
Gradual reductions in the whole-
sale prices of certain protected com-
modities have also been noticed.

All these different measures have
led considerably to holding up of
the price line in several sectors, the
important ones being sheet glass,
engineers’ steel files, caustic soda
and soda ash.

The prices of engineering goods
such as electric motors, machine
screws, cotton textile machinery,
piston assembly etc. which were
gradually going down have lately
shown some increase mainly as a
result of rise in the prices of steel
and other basic raw materials. Legal
action and Governmental control
and action alone cannot produce the
desired results in holding the price
line, though Government have taken
several measures to that end, parti-
cularly in regard to manufactured
articles and consumer goods with
much success. The rise in the
wholesale price index of manufac-
tured articles has not been more
than 108.9 points in 1958 from 1952-
53 as a base vear 100. The index
was:

in 1953 98.6
1954 100.4
1955 94.4
1956 104.9
1957 107.9

in spite of the world rise in prices
and scarcity of foreign exchange.

This shows that the general over-
all efforts of the Government, the
industry, trade and the consuming
public have been meeting with
success.

Quality Of Products

The Commission has in all its
investigations, laid  considerable

-t

emphasis on the maintenance of
quality in the products of indigenous
industries, and has supported the
efforts of the Indian Standards Insti-
tution to finalize standard speci-
fications wherever possible. In all
appropriate cases the Commission
has recommended the adoption by
industries of the certification scheme
approved by the I1.S.1.

While it is sometimes true that
the balance-sheets of a few of the
companies show relatively larger
profits, the few companies where
sometimes larger profits are shown
are generally engaged in activities
other than the production of the pro-
tected commodities.

There are a number of other
composite industries, as, for instance,
the Delhi Cloth and General Mills,
Alkali and Chemicals and Rohtas
Ltd., who have made good profits
through their operations in a num-
ber of industries for which separate
profits cannot be estimated. Nor is
it true that protected industriés are
earning excessive profits; profit rates
have varied sharply within indust-
ries as between different units,
depending on the efficiency of the
unit.

If uniformity is enforced in all
industries there will be no incen-
tive to develop efficiency through
internal competition which alone can
largely help to bring down cost
prices.  In every industry and parti-
cularly in industries where there are
a larger number of units, the objec-
tive of Government has been to
ensure that the general level of
profits is not at all high.

When we want massive industrial
development at an accelerated pace
for our cconomy, it will be neces-
sary to create confidence in the in-
dustry that its legitimate interests
will be adequately safeguarded. The
confidence can be created only if an
impartial body like the Tariff Com-
mission examines its case for assis-
tance.

Industrial Development

The advantage of protection
granted to an industry on the re-
commendation of the Tariff Com-
mission enhances its position in
foreign countries especially when it
finds it applies for foreign technieal
and financial collaboration. The
development of industries like bi-
cycles, grinding wheels, A.C.S.R.
conductors, electrical motors, trans-
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formers, dyestuffs, aluminium and a
score of other industries would not
have been possible had it not been
for the protection and developmental
assistance granted to all these
industries.

When the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade was first nego-
tiated, industries which were pro-
tected or were likely to be protect-
ed were kept out of the articles for
which concessions were negotiated.

At that time, however, it was not
possible for Government to envisage
the entire range of developments
that were likely to take place after
independence, with the result that
various tariff concessions were
granted under the impression that
the manufacture of the articles con-
cerned would not be developed in
the country for some considerable
time.

GATT

It is now being realised that in
the interest of national economy,
releases have to be obtained from
obligations to GATT in the case of
quite a few commodities. In such
cases, an examination by the Tarift
Commission strengthens the Govern-
ment’s hands to get early releases
from such obligations.

On the recommendation of the
Com'mission, releases have been
already -obtained in the case of
adaptor bearings and dyestuffs, The
Commission is now examining the
claim of the zinc and lead industry
to protection which are also at pre-
sent allowed free of duty and are
bound under the GATT.

Another aspect that requires
special mention is the problem of
newly established industries. In
most cases when a new industry is
under establishment, it will not be
able to cater to the entire domestic
demand. At times it starts with
very . low levels of output which
may not meet even 20 per cent of
the domestic demand. In such cases,
unless a fair relationship is estab-
lished between domestic prices and
imported prices, consumers will be
put to great hardship.

Internal Prices

When balancing the several con-
siderations in this regard, tariffs
can play a significant role in cases
like caustic soda, soda ash, titanium
dioxide, calcium carbide, etc. where
the Tarif Commission’s determi~
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nation of fair selling prices and the
protective duties recommended by
it have helped generally to stabilize
the internal prices of these products,
which is so essential to the national
economy.

Industries To Be De-protected

Some industries are proposed to be
de-protected from January 1, 1958.
The artificial silk fabries and cotton
and artificial silk mixed fabrics
industry was granted protection for
the first time in 1934 as part of the
scheme of protection to the artificial
silk fabrics industry. It is now
sought to be de-protected, in spite of
several protests. In 1947, there were
only 1500 power looms registered
with the Textile Commissioner for
the manufacture of art silk fabrics.
At present there are about 44,500
power looms.

Thus within a decade this indus-
try has grown from 1500 to 45.000
power looms. The volume of indi-
genous production has increased
from 174.14 million yards in 1947 to
279 million yards in 1957. The
industry is making every ecffort to
improve the quality of art silk fab-
rics and increase the range of pro-
duction.

Since January 1, 1957, the imports
of artificial fabrics have been bann-
ed but special imports are allowed
to exporters of fabrics under the
export promotion scheme. Such
imports also enable the industry to
know the trend of production,

designs and styles in vogue in other
countries,

Our e.exports have been steady in
the neighbourhood of 3.5 million

~yards. Government have taken

step§ to promote exports of art silk
fabrics by grant of drawback of
<duty on imported yarn, refund of
excise duty and grant of import
!mences for yarn against correspond-
Ing exports.
The industries which are sought
to be de-protected have been care-
fu}ly considered. The Tariff Com-
mnssi_on has asked for protection of
certain industries and the Govern-
ment have accepted them.

‘ Cement Advisors’ Work
According to a Press Note issu-
ed by the State Trading Corpora-

tion of India on December 27, it
'was decided that from J anuary 1

1959, the work till then done by

]

the Regional Honorary Cement
Advisors to the Government of
India would be taken over by
officers of the State Trading Cor-
poration of India.

The existing regions were re-
constituted into four regions:
Bombav, Madras. Calcutta and
New Delhi, with a Regional
Cement Officer in charge of each.

The Bombay region would cov-
er the State of Bombav and
Madhya Pradesh. The Regional
Cement Officer would have his
office at the State Tradine Cor-
poration of India (Private) Ltd,
159, Churchgate Reclamation,
Bombay-1.

The Madras region would com-
prise the States of Madras.
Andhra Pradesh, Mysore and
Kerala; Pondicherrv. Karaikal,
Mahe and Yanam, and the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands. The
Regional Cement Officer for
Madras would have his office at
the State Trading Corporation of
India (Private) ILtd., 110/120,
Armenian Street. Madras-1.

The States of West Bengal,
Bihar, Orissa ond Assam. and
Manipur, Tribura and NEFA
were included in the Calcutta
region. The address of the

- Regional Cement Officer's office

was given as the State Trading
Corporation of India (Private)
Ltd., 32, Dalhousie Square. South
Calcutta-1.

The New Delhi region would
consist of the States of Puniab.
UI.P. and Rajasthan. and Dethi,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir. The office of the
Regional Cement Officer would
be at the State Trading Corpora-
tion of India (Private) Ltd., 169,
Golf Links, New Delhi.

All communications addressed
till then to the Regional Hono-
rarv Cement Advisers should,
with effect from Januarv 1, 1959.
he addressed to the Regional
Cement Officer concerned.

INDIANIZATION OF DRILLING
STAFF

The Government of Tndia have
decided to praduallv replace
foreign drilling personnel by
Indians in the Oil and Natural
Gas Commission. savs a New
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Delhi announcement of Janu-
ry 2. i
° it present there are 98 foreig-
ners helping in drilling and sur-

vey operations all over India.

A  departmental technical
school has already been opened
at Jwalamukhi to impart theore-
tical and practical training In
drilling engineering. At present
91 Assistant Drillers and Drill
Assistants are attending theore-
tical classes regularly and re-
ceiving practical training in deep
drilling. Duration of the course
is six months after which other
batches of the technicians from
other fields will be sent for train-
ing.
%ight traineces were sent re-
cently to the USSR and one to
France for further training in
deep drilling. At present 50
Indians are also being trained by
the foreign drilling engineers
working in India.

Some employees of the Com-
mission were sent to Assam and
West Bengal for training in drill-
ing with the Assam Oil Company
and the Standard Vacuum Oil
Company.

PURCHASES OF NEW
TEXTILE MACHINERY

According to a Press Note issu-
ed by the State Trading Corpora-
tion of India on January 10, the
Corporation has entered into
special agreements with the
manufacturers of textile machi-
nery in Japan, the German
Democratic Republic and Czecho-
slovakia for the purchase of
various types of textile machi-
nery by deferred payments over
a period of four to five years.

The machinery and equipment
covered by these agreements in-
clude weaving machinery, finish-
ing machinery, blow room equip-
ment, carding engines, drawing
frames, combing sets, speed
frames, ring frames, complete
cotton waste spinning plant,
winding and warping machines,
sizing  machines, automatic
looms, etc.

The import of this machinery
will be subject to the Import
Trade Control Regulations cur-
rent from time to time. The sup-
plics available from these coun-
tries through the agreements
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may cover bulk of the require-
ments of the textile mills which
may require modernization and
rehabilitation in pursuance of the
public notices issued by the Gov-
ernment of India on October 31,
1958 and November 5, 1958.

Production Of Coal In
July 1958

The output of coal in India in-
creased from 3,553,581 tons in
June 1958 to 3,740,127 tons in July
1958.

Despatches of coal amounted
to 3,358,401 tons in July 1958 as
against 3,106,483 tons in the pre-
ceding month.

Coal stocks at pitheads amount-
ed to 3,372,278 tons at the close
of the month, as against 3,449,381
tons at the beginning of the
month.

During the month under re-
view, 840 collieries were report-
ed to be working with an average
daily employment of 352,171
workers. )

Output per man-shift was esti-
mated at 1.12 tons for miners and
loaders, 0.58 tons for all workers
underground and in open-work-
ings and 0.39 tons for all persons
employed  including surface
workers. .

The percentage of absenteelsm
was of the order of 12.97.

Nine coke plants at collieries
and elsewhere produced 431,683
tons of hard, soft and other kinds
of coke during the month and
despatched 237,993 tons.

Industrial Estates For
Bombay & Rajasthan

Six more industrial estates are
to be established in Bombay and
Rajasthan to provide factory
buildings and other facilities for
small industries, says an an-
nouncement of January 2. Sanc-
tion for these schemes has been
given by the Government of
India. ) )

The three new industrial
estates to be established in Bom-
bay will be at Karad, Nagpur apd
Nanded. The eight industrial
estates already sanctioned for
Bombay State are those at Raj-
kot, Surat, Bombay, Poona,
Kolhapur, Baroda, Bhavnagar
and Gandhidham.
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In the Rajkot estate, 92 sheds
have been constructed of which
80 have been occupied. Sixteen
more sheds are under construc-
tion. The other estates are un-
der various stages of construc-
tion.

In Rajasthan the three new in-
dustrial estates will be at Sri-
ganganagar, Kotah and Jodhpur.
The three other industrial
estates, which were sanctioned
earlier, are under different stages
of construction at Jaipur, Makhu-
pura and Bhilwara. About 45
sheds are to be constructed in
these estates.

The Second Plan allocation for
industrial estate schemes in the
two States will remain unaffect-
ed by these additional schemes.

With these schemes the Union
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry has so far sanctioned the
setting up of 78 industrial estates
in different parts of the country.
Of the schemes sanctioned so
far, 16 industrial estates have
been completed and occupied
while others are under construc-
tion.

These industrial estates pro-
vide better accommodation for
small industries with facilities of
power, water, etc. They bring in-
dustries together and facilitate
the establishment of common ser-
vicing centres, introduction of
modern techniques, collective
purchase of raw materials and
sale of finished products. They
stimulate the co-operative spirit
among them.

All the estates except the two
at Okhla and Allahabad are
being built by the respective
State Governments. The State
Governments acquire and deve-
lop land, construct roads, put up
factory buildings, arrange for
supply of water and electricity
and also set up common service
workshops. The factory build-
ings in the States are then let out
at concessional rates or sold on
hire-purchase basis to small
enterpreneurs.

The Government of India ad-
vance to the States the entire
cost of the estates as loans.
Grants are also given for speci-
fic purposes such as planning and
designing of these estates.
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Credit.Facilities For
Small Industries

The scheme initiated by the
State Bank of India to provide
credit .facilities to small-scale
industries which was so far in
operation in selected centres
only, has now been extended to
all the branches of the Bank
throughout the country, says a
New Delhi announcement of
January 12.

Under the scheme the Bank
extends credit facilities to small-
scale industries for working capi-
tal against the pledge of raw
materials and/or finished or
semifinished goods.

The scheme was put into
operation in April 1956 by the
- State Bank of India in collabo-
ration with other credit giving
agencies such as State financial
corporations and cooperative
banks and the Central and State
Governments.

. The scheme, which was first
implemented in nine selected
centres in the country, was

gradually expanded to cover 52
towns.

By the end of November 1958
the State Bank had sanctioned
advances of over Rs. 2.25 crores
to small industries. Of this
amount, the advances outstand-
ing were Rs. 78.35 lakhs.

Of the total advances sanec-
tioned, the Bengal circle with
five pilot centres accounted for
Rs. 26.75 lakhs and the Bombay
circle with 12 pilot centres for
Rs. 49.56 lakhs. The 26 pilot cen-
tres in the Madras circle account-
ed for Rs. 63.26 lakhs and the
nine pilot centres in the Delhi
circle for Rs. 75.99 lakhs.

The Bank is also taking steps
to enlarge the list of commodi-
ties which could be accepted as
security for advances to small
industries. Efforts are also being
made by the Bank to evolve
financial and administrative co-
ordination including grant of
advances on common security
among different financing and
technical agencies.
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CODE OF DISCIPLINE IN INDUSTRY

In 1958, at the Indian
Labour Conference at Naini-
tal, the Code of Discipline in
Industry was given final
shape. It was ratified on the
employers’ side by Employ-
ers’ Federation of India, All-
India Organization of Indus-
trial Employers and All-
India Manufacturers' Or-
ganization, and by the Indian
National Trade Union Con-
gress, All India Trade Union
Congress, Hind Mazdoor
Sabha and United Trade

Unions Congress on the wor-
kers’ side.

In the main, the Code lays
down that there should be
no strike or lock-out with-
out notice; no unilateral
action should be taken in
connection with any indust-
rial matter; there should be
no recourse to go-slow tac-
tics; no deliberate damage
should be caused to plant or
property; acts of violence,
intimidation, coercion or
instigation should not be re-
sorted to; the existing machi-
nery for the settlement of
disputes should be utilised;
awards and agreements
should be speedily imple-
mented; and any action
which disturbs cordial indus-
trial relations should be
avoided. One of the clauses
in the Code pertains to the
model procedure for redress
of grievances which was
evolved and accepted by
both parties.

The Code also provides for
sanctions against breaches of
the Code. These sanctions
will be enforced by the Cen-
tral organisations of emplo-
yers and workers on their
constituent units. First, a
defaulting unit will be asked

by the central organisation
to which it is affiliated to ex-

plain the infringement of
the Code and will be given
notice to set it right within
a specified period. In case
the infringement is of a
serious nature, the unit con-
cerned will be warned and
censured. The Central or-
ganization may impose any
other penalty it thinks fit,
and if there is persistent
violation of the Code by the
unit, even its membership
may be cancelled.

Besides these, at the Cen-
tre, there is the Evaluation
ar{d Implementation Com-
mittee, a tripartite body,
which reviews the progress
made in the implementation
of the Code and suggests
measures to be taken in
regard to cases of breaches
referred to it. On the official
side, there is the Implemen-
tation and Evaluation Divi-
sion set up in the Labour
Ministry, which collects
information and assesses
the non-implementation of
awards and agreements
which has a bearing on the
Code of Discipline. Similarly,
In a number of States tri-
partite  committees and
Implementation and evalua-
tion cells have been set up.

Study Of Strikes

Already some of the recent
major strikes have been
taken up for investigation
as case studies in the context
of the Code of Discipline.
The intention is that at
appropriate levels, every
case of violation of the
norms of conduct laid down
In  the Code should be
examined and appropriate
action taken so that there is

no recurrence of such incie
dents.
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India-made Sugar Plants
For Co-operalives

At a three-day meeting which
concluded in New Delhi on Janu-
ary 8, decisions were reached on
the supply of twelve complete
sugar plants for setting up new
sugar factories, of which all ex-
cepting one are to come under the
co-operatives. The plants will
be manufactured by Indian
manufacturers.

Representatives  of the six
sugar machinery manufacturers,
the twelve sugar factories
(elrven of these are co-opera-
tives). the State Gover:n;ner_lts
concerned, the Union Ministries
of Food and Avcriculture, the
Union Ministries of Community
Development and Co-operation
and Commerce and Industry,
attended the meeting.

It wns decided that four com-
plete sugar plants would be de-
livered to four of the co-operative
sugar factories during the crush-
ing season of 1960-61 and ‘ghe
cight remaining plants during
the following secson, 1961-62.

These twelve plants will be
manufactured by the two sugar

consortiums — the first con-
cisting of M/s. Walchand-
nagar  Industries, TEXMACO

ond India Susar and General
M )
Tngincering Ceorporation, and the
Rt el o, K f T\/I/f- K(“ P
second consisting of M/s. K.
Limited, Binny and Co., and New
India Development Corporatien.

Each of the sugar plants will
have a daily crushing capacity of
about 1,000 tons to 1,200 tons with
a provision for expansion up to
1500 tons, except the one unit of
AT/s. Bist Industrial Corporation
which will have a dailv crushing
capacity of 2,000 tons.

The terms of the draft supply
agrecement, pavment, delivery
and porformance  guarantees
were inalised between the co-
operatives and the sugar mnachi-
nerv manufacturers.

These decisions constitute a
major step forward in the dirvec-
tion of manufacture of heavy
machinery in the country. The
total value of the order for thece
machinery will ba about Rs 11
croves and the indigenous con-
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tent of the total machinery of
cach urit will be more than 75
per cent.

This will also enable the coun-
try for the first time to manufac-
ture eight to twelve complete
sugar plants every year after the
first order of twelve sugar fac-
tories is completed within the
next two years. This will make
India more or less self-sufficient
in the field of sugar machinery
manufacture.

The first four co-operatives,
sugar factories, which are being
set up with complete machinery
and equipment to be delivered by
the indigenous manufacturers,
will start production during the
crushing season 1960-61. The
rema‘ning seven co-operative
sugar facteries and the plant of
Bist Cornoration will go into pro-
duction during the crushing sea-
son of 1961-62. The production of
trese twelve units would bring in
an additional 1.6 lakh tons of
sugar per vear.

As regards finance for the co-
onerative factories, each co-ope-
rative society has agreed to'raise
the funds up to Rs. 20 lakhs from
the agriculturist share holders,
s a mark of their greater contri-
hution to co-operative effort. The
balance of the amount will be
raised by the co-operative sugar
factories as loans from the indus-
trial Finance Corporation, the
State Apex Co-operative Banks_
and by the share capital partici-
patien by State Governments.

As a measure for promoting
the zrowth of co-operatives, the
Ceniral Government have decid-
¢ 1o cesist these co-operative
“uoar facteries. even in the pre-
went 0 Meult foreitn exchange
<tuatien, by oa phased release of
slbout Rs. 3 to 35 crores of
fore.gn exchance during the next
four vears. This amount is for
2 import of essential raw
viierials  for  fabricating the
innts and for equipment like
tiivhe-generators which are not
et manufactured in the country.

0Of the cleven co-operative
cu~er factories, four are being
eonted in Andhra, two each in
{12 Puniab and Bombay and one
caeh in Mysore, Orissa and Uttar

“radech.
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COMMODITY PRICES
FOR NOVEMBER 1958

According to a Press Note
issued on December 27, by the
Office of the Economic Advisor
to the Government of India,
wholesale prices as measured by
the official index (with the year
ended March 1953 as 100) re-
corded a fall of 1.9 per cent to
1140 during the month of
November 1958 as compared with
116.2 (revised) for October 1958.
The index was, however, higher
by 4.3 per cent when compared
with 109.3 for November 1957.
During the month under review,
‘Food Articles’ went down by 2.6
per cent to 118.0, ‘Fuel, Power
Light and Lubricants’ by 0.4 per
cent to 115.0 and ‘Industrial Raw
Materials’ by 3.2 per cent to 113.2
while “Tobacco’ advanced by 3.4
per cent to 94.4. The index for
‘Manufactures’ stood unchanged
at 108.7.

Food Articles

Lower prices of rice, Jowar and
ragi brought down the index for
‘Cereals’ by 2.7 per cent to 110.5
notwithstanding a rise in the
prices of wheat, barley and
maize. An increase in the prices
of gram, arhar and mung pushed
up the sub-group index for
‘Pulses’ by 2.8 per cent to 112.3
despite a decline in the prices of
masur, and urad. A fall of 55
per cent to 117.0 in the index for
‘Fruits and Vegetables’ was caus-
ed by a decline in the prices of
potatoes, oranges, bananas and
cashewnuts although in the pric-
es of onions there was an in-
crease. The index for ‘Milk and
Ghec’ went down by 3.2 per cent
1o 106.2 owing to a fall in the
prices of both milk and ghee.
Prices of all the edible oils, ex-
cept coconut oil which showed
an increase, were marked down
and the index for this sub-group
dropped by 5.7 per cent to 123.8.
The sub-group index for ‘Fish,
Eggs and Meat’ fell by 0.8 per
cent to 103.7 due to decreases in
the prices of fish and meat; the
price of eggs was, however, quot-
ed higher. A fall of 6.0 per cent
to 127.3 in the sub-group index
for ‘Sugar and Gur’ was brought
abont hv a decline in the price
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of gur. Highe rprices of coffee,
chillies, cloves, cummin (jira)
and salt were responsible for an
advance of 0.5 per cent to 159.8
in the index for ‘Other Food
Articles’ despite a fall in the
prices of tea, pepper black, carda-
moms and betelnuts,

Tobacco

Higher prices of raw tobacco
raised the index for ‘Tobacco’ by
3.4 per cent to 94.4.

Fuel, Power, Light And
Lubricants

A decline in the prices of coal
with effect from the 17th of the
rrevious month resulted in a
lower average for coal during
November 1958. Prices of castor
oil were also marked down and
in consequence the index for this
group receded by 0.4 per cent to

115.0 during the month under
review.,

The index for ‘Fibres’ went
down by 1.8 per cent to 102.7 ow-
ing to a fall in the prices of raw
cetton, raw jute and raw silk al-
though the price of raw wool
showed an advance. Ground-
nuts, linseed, castorseed, gin-
gellyseed and raposeed exhibited
declines while cottonseed and
copra went up and the index for
‘Oilseeds’ registered a fall of 6.3
per cent to 1268. A rise of 1.2
per cent to 106.5 in the index for
‘Minerals’ was brought about by
an increase in the price of man-
ganese ore. Higher prices of
raw hides, raw skins, lac and
bamboos raised the sub-group in-
dex for ‘Other Industrial Raw
Materials’ by 1.0 per cent to 108.0
despite a slight fall in the prices
of tanning materials.

Intermediate Products

Prices of linseed oil, cotton
yarn, rayon yarn and German
silver witnessed declines while
those of coir yarn, aluminium,
zine, brass, tin and lead were
marked up and in the result the
index for ‘Intermediate Products’
fell by 0.6 per cent to 109.5 during
the month under review. °

Finished Products

A fall in the prices of cotton
manufactures (—0.3 per cent to
111.2) and silk and rayon manu-
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factures (—3.5 per cent to 92.2)
was responsible for a decline of
0.4 per cent to 103.2 in the index
for ‘Textiles’ although the prices
of jute manufactures (-+0.6 per
cent to 88.0) showed a rise.
Woollen manufactures remained
stationary at 1059. The sub-
group index for ‘Metal Products’
stood unchanged at its last
month’s level of 143.1. The in-
dex for the sub-group ‘Chemicals’
Tose by 2.6 per cent to 110.5 ow-
ing to an increase in the prices of
general chemicals, dyeing mater-
ials, drugs and medicines. ‘Oil-
cakes’ went up by 1.1 per cent to
143.2. Prices of machinery, bob-
kins and cycles moved up and in
the result the index for ‘Machin-
ery and Transport Equipment’
advanced by 0.6 per cent to 104.1.
A decline of 0.1 per cent to 113.8
in the index for ‘Other Finished
Products’ was caused by a fall in
the prices of bricks and tiles and
glass although prices of pottery
goods exhibited a rise during the
month under review.

FOREIGN TRADE OF
INDIA

According to a Press Note issu-
ed on December 26 by the De-
partment of Commercial Intelli-
gence and statistics, the provi-
sional figures of foreign trade of
India by all routes (i.e.) sea, air
and land, on private and Govern-
ment accounts during October
1958 according to data so far
available in the Department of
Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics, Calcutta, are as fol-
lows:

Merchandise, excluding transit
trade of Pakistan and other over-
land foreign countries viz. Nepal,
Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan: Ex-
rorts Rs. 55.76 crores, re-exports
Rs. 0.34 Jakhs, imports Rs. 56.99
crores. Total trade Rs. 113.09
crores,

Treasure: Exports (including
re-exports) of currency notes
Rs. 32 lakhs, gold nil, current
coins (excluding gold coins)
negligible. Imports of currency
notes Rs. 4.18 crores, gold Rs. 4
lakhs, current coins (excluding
gold coins) Rs. 2 lakhs.

Balance of Trade: The mer-
chandise import figures are ex-
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clusive of the value of certain
consignments of Government
steres awaiting adjustment. Sub-
ject to this deficiency in import
figures, the total value of exports
(including re-exports) of mer-
chandise and gold fell short of
imports by Rs. 98 lakhs.

INDO-INDONESIAN
TRADE ACCORD

According to an announcement
made on January 10, letters were
exchanged in Jakarta between
the Ambassador of India to Indo-
nesia and the Secretary-General
of the Ministrv of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Indonesia, ex-
tending upto June 30, 1959, the
validity of the Trade Agreement
between the two countries, to-
gether with the schedules attach-
ed to it.

The principal commodities list-
ed for export from India to
Indonesia under the Agreement
are: cotton textiles and yarn, jute
goods, tobacco, linseed oil, hard-
ware, pharmaceutical products
and chemical preparations, tea
chests, sports goods. rubber tyres
and tubes, porcelainware, paper
and boards, machinery including
agricultural implements, diesel
sugarcane crushers, textile ma-
chinerv. electrical equipments
including motors and batteries.
rewing machines, hurricane lan-
terns and household utensils.

Among the items listed for ex-
ports from Indonesia to India are
copra and coconut oil, palm ker-
nels and oil, essential otls, spices
including betel nuts, timber, tin,
rubber, hides and skins, canes
and rattans, gums and resins.
tanning materials, sisal fibre and
tohacco wrappers.

Trade Between India
And Mongolia

Letters  were  exchanged in
New Delhi on January 14 bet-
ween India and Mongolia for the
Furpose of promoting trade bet-
ween the two countries.

[t was affirmed by both parties
that all commercial and non-
commercial payments bhetween
them would be effected in non-
transferable Indian rupees. The
sale and purchase of goods bet-
ween the two countries would be
by means of contracts entered
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into by the foreign trade organi-
zations of the Mongolian People’s
Republic on the one hand and
the State Trading Corporation
of India as well as private par-
ties in India on the other.

Lists of goods available for
export from either country were
cxchanged. Goods _avaxlable for
export from India m_clude such
traditional items as jute goods,
tea, coffee, mica, shellac, manga-
nese ore, coir and coir manu-
factures, tobacco, cqrpets and
also such comparatively new
items as leather manpfacture;,
handloom products, light engi-
neering goods and .elec.trical
appliances. The main items
available for export from Mon-
golia are wool, hides and skins,
turs, meat and butter, live ani-
mals and minerals.

Concession For Imports

The Government of India have
decided to extend for a further
period of three months the con-
cession under which certamn
goods can be imported from
specified countries by sailing
vessels without a licence, says an
announcement of December 28.

Under an announcement made
on November 7, 1958, the conces-
sion was valid for goods arriving
at Indian ports upto December
31,1958. It has now been decided
that this concession will be ex-
tended up to March 31, 1959. It
means that goods which arrive at
Indian ports up to March 31, 1959,
will be allowed clearance with-
out a licence.

IMPORT OF STAINLESS
STEEL

An announcement dated De-
cember 2 says, the Government
of India have decided, under the
export promotion scheme, to per-
mit import of stainless steel
sheets, rods, strips and wires
against the export of utensils,
watch straps and other manufac-
tures predominantly made of
stainless steel. Import licences
under the scheme will be issued
to the manufacturers duly regis-
tered with the port import licens-
ing authorities subject to certain
conditions.

One of the conditions is that
the rvegistered manufacturer-
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cum-exporter should undertake
to export, within six months of
the importation of the licensed
articles, finished goods and bring
foreign exchange to the extent
of not less than 133-1/3 per cent
of the value of raw material or
half the value of the finished
gcods which can be made from

the imported material, which-
ever is higher.

The licences will be issued by -
the Irmon and Steel Controller,
Calcutta, on the recommenda-
tions of the port import licensing
authorities and the Development
Wing of the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

mmoncalion

WORK OF BOMBAY
PORT IN 1957.58

The tonnage handled at Bom-
bay port during 1957-58 was
13.110.000, which sets a new
record in the history of the port.

The total tonnage of imports
handled at the Docks and Bun-
ders during the year was
9.302.000. Exports amounted to
3.008.000 tons. The correspond-
ing import and export figures for
.he previous vear were 8,239,000
~nd 3.740.000 tons, respectively.

The total revenue of the Port
Trust during the year under
review (excluding Special Re-
ceipts) was Rs. 1,232.51 lakhs as
against Rs. 1.127.21 lakhs in the
vear 1956-57. The net expendi-
ture (excluding Special Expendi-
ture) was Rs. 91028 lakhs as
against Rs. 887.33 lakhs in the
previous year. The balances in
the various Reserve Funds of the
Port at the end of the year were
catisfactory.

The number of vessels which
entered the port during 1957-58
was 2240 as against 2.640 in
1956-537. The number of sailing
vessels which used the port dur-
ing the vear under review was
38.174 as ogainst 27,740 during
1956-37.

As on December 31, 1957, the
Bembayv  Port Trust provided
houses for 3,913 employees, ie,
17.10 yer cent of its total staff
(excluding docks, casual maz-
doors).

Nine Welfare Centres were
cenducted by the Labour Depart-
ment at Port Trust residential
cettlements for workmen. Indoor
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and outdoor games and matches
were organized at these centres.
Cpen-air cinema shows, dramas,
variety programmes, socials, ex-
cursions, celebrations, talks, and
demonstrations were arranged
and co-operation was extended to
local groups for recreational
activities.

Health and cleanliness propa-
ganda work was periodically
undertaken at the three large
labour settlements. Three Scout
Troops and two Girl Guide Com-
panies were run for the benefit
of the children of Port Trust
mazdoors.

Reading rooms were provided
at seven places, where popular
dailies, weeklies and a few
magazines were made available.
With the joint efforts of the Wel-
fare Centres, a hand-written
magazine was brought out twice
during the year. Clinics for
women and children were con-
ducted at Antop Village and
Wadala, special emphasis heing
laid on ante-natal and post-natal
care. child welfare and education
cf the mother.

The expenditure out of the
Fmgployces Welfare Fund to
which an annual contribution of
Rs. 30,000 is made from Revenue,
aggregated to Rs. 62,554 during
the year under report as against
Rs. 55,063 in the previous year.

WORK ON GANGA
BRIDGE

The {ourteenth, and the last,
main span of the Ganga Bridge
Ireject, near Mokameh, in Bihar,
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has been erected, says an an-
nouncement of January 3.
When the bridge is opened,
traffic will flow freely across the
river Ganga to North Bihar, West
Bengal and Assam and quota res-
trictions on account of tranship-
ment at the ghats will disappear.

With the opening of the Ganga
Bridge, a 50-year old dream will
come true. The construction of a
jarge bridge across the Ganga has
been under consideration since 1907.
Actual fleld work, however, com-
menced cnly in October 1955. Within
three years, the Project Administra-
tion has been able to complete not
only the river training works and
well foundations, but also the erec-

tion of 21l the 14 main spans of 400
feet each.

Bach of the 14 main spans weighs
nearly 950 tons. Economy in weight
has been achieved by the use of high
tensile steel for main members and
welded fabrication for floor system.
The girders have been erected by the
cantilever method, used for the first

time in a railway bridge of this size
in India.

Approach lines, nearly 18 miles in
lgngth, are ready and the construc-
tion of a broad gauge-metre gauge
marshalling and transhipment yard
including loco sheds and other ancil-
lary works are going ahead with
speed. More than 1,000 staff quar-
ters are nearing completion with
amenities like electricity, filtered
water supply and lavatories.

Survey For Rail Line To
Dandakaranya

The Railway Board has approv-
cd the preliminary engineering,
final location and traffic surveys
of a new 250-mile rail between
Bailndiila-Kottavalsa  on  the
South Eastern Raiiway.

The survey which is a part of
e Dandakaranva scheme for
the resettlement of displaced per-
sons from East Pakistan, will be
carried cut by the South Zeostern
Railway.

The survev is estimeted 4o enst
about Rs. 20 lakhs.

NEW RAIL LINE FOR IRON
ORE PROJECT

According to an anncuncement
rnade on Jenuery 13, the Railway
Board has sanctioned the prelimi-
nary engineering, final location

4
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| INNOVATIONS IN BROADCASTING
} IN INDIA '

The chief innovations in
broadcasting in India after
Independence are: organi-
zation of Radio Rural
Forums; Radio Newsreels;
National Programmes; Docu-
| mentary Features; and the
| setting up of the Vadya
| Vrinda.

i The purpose of Radio
| Rural Forums is to get the

villagers interested in deve-
l_opment work by organizing
intelligent listening and dis-
cussion  groups amongst
themselves and broadcasting
programmes which will be
of practical use to them.
A pilot scheme was success-
fully launched in some
selected villages in Bombay
State and now it is intended
to expand this scheme with
; the close cooperation of the

Cominunity = Development
personnel.

Radio newsrecls are broad-
cast thrice weekly, and are
meant mainly for urban
listeners. These programmes
present a chronicle of impor-
tant events, enlivened with
on-the-spot recordings. In
the Documentary Features
graphic account of important
national undertakings are
provided with scund effects
and interviews conducted

apd trgf"nc surveys for a new 25-
m:}.e line ca the South Fastern
?;gl%'way between Bimlagarh and
niriouru, with an  alternative
route to Bisra.

The surver:, which is a part of
the project to exxport two million
'rvons of iron nre per annum to
Jepan, will e undertaken bv
tne South Eastern Railway. )

RADIO PHOTO SERVICE
TO GHANA

The Director-General, Over-
ceas  Communications  Service,
8ays an  annourcement of Jan-
very 5, advises that radin-photo
corviee betweesn Indin zrd Chana
v:a London is now available.
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with those aclually engaged
in the work. At present one
such feature is broadeast
every guarter,

There are National Pro-
grammes of Talks, Music,
Plays, Operas and Docu-
mentary features. In cach,
the 2im is to broadcast pro-
grammes of importance and
interest to listeners all over
the country. In the National
Programme of plays and
operas for example, the best
dramatic creations in each
Indian language ave translat-
ed into all the other regional
languages and the trans-
lations are simultaneously
broadeast from all stations
of AIR.

The Vedya Vrinda is an
Indian  orchestra formed
with Indian instruments.
The nucleus of this A.LR.
orchestra was formed in 1949
and two vears later the Kar-
natak Wing was added. It
has presented great poems
liee Sekuntala and Megh-
doot in orchestral form.
~Vavidh Bharati was intro-
fuced one and a half years
bick, and its aim is to pro-
vide light music of good
quality. Ower 2,000 hours of
lirht music was  broadcast
through Viridh Bharati till
October 1958,

Rail Line To Korea
Coalfields

The Railway Board hag approv-
ol the survey of & new kranch
line taking  off  from Bijuri-
z:_m‘(mjx railway line, on the
St Fastorn Railwne, 1) sarvoe
the Kerea enalfields.

Ml survev will be updertaken
I the South Fastern Railway.

RADIO TELEPHONE TO GHANA

~According to 3 notification
1*sued by the Director Goneral.
().“"'“'\‘"f':i Communications Ser-
vien, Bonbav, on December 31
12di0 1ol nphone capviee via Lon-
o Ghong is available Lo pub-
L¢with imrediate effoct,
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The Annual Report of the In-
dian Council of Agricultural Re-
search for the year 1957-58 was
adopted at the Council’s Annual
General Meeting held on Decem-
ber 31. According to the Report.
fifty-two research schemes de-
signed to improve agricultural
production through the develop-
ment of high-yielding and 'dl—
sease-resistent crop, promotion
of animal husbandry aad exten-
sion of training facilities, involv-
ing an expenditure of Rs. 27.87
lakhs, were sanctioned by the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research during 1957-58. The
Council also sanctioned the con-
tinuance of 89 current schemes at
a cost of Rs. 41.20 lakhs. Thirty-
two research schemes launc_hed
earlier reached a stage of fruitful
conclusion.

Detailing activities of the
ICAR in the field of agricultural
research, the Report points out
that extensive and intensive re-
search was conducted in green
manuring of rice, wheat and
other crops. Results prov'ed that
in paddy green manurc gives the
highest yield (3177 mds. per
acre) as against fertilizers which
give only 27.21 mds. per acre. Re-
search in the control of weeds
made it possible to prepare a co-
ordinated scheme on a model pat-
tern which has been put in opec-
ration in Assam. Madhva Pra-
desh, Bombay, Punjab and Hima-
chal Pradesh.

For determining the average
response to fertilizers in a given
tract, co-ordinated agronomic
experiments were carried out
in cultivators’ own tields. The
scheme has been put through in
150 districts so far.

Several schemes designed to
improve the nutrient status of
soil, the Report adds, were also
undertaken by the 1CAR during
the period under review. These
include soil tests with a view to
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reclamation of waste land, re-
search on humification of organic
matter in relation to physico-
chemical properties of soils and a
scheme for the standardization
of methods of soil analysis.

Plant Diseases

Plant diseases continued to en-
vage the attention of the Council.
To fight them eflectively, co-ordi-
nated schemes were evolved for
investigating the efficacy of
different formulations of insecti-
cides against important pests
under local conditions. Under the
nlant virus research scheme at
Kalimpong (West Bengal) sur-
vev of cardamom mosaic disease
(Fikri) was carried out in 73
orchards. nurseries and gardens.

Vegetahles And Fruits

For all-round improvement in
vegetables, extensive vesearch
was conducted in various direc-
tions such as hybridization, agro-
nomic practices and resistence to
cdisease and pests in the Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Andhra Pradesh, Bombay,
West Bengal, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Dethi. The vegetables
covered were brinjal, tomato,
‘cabbage, cauliflower,  bhindi,
peas, beans, turnip. gourds and
leafy vecdetables. Varietal trials
were conducted on tuber crops.

Investigation on fruits, says the

eport. aimed at improving the
variety and cultivation practices,
eradicating  pest ond  diseases
and evolving eflicacious methods
of preservation and storage. The
fruits covered werc mango,
bhanana, citrus, guava, papaya,
iichi. Ler. pomegranate, date-
palm, apple, plums and other
temperate fruits. In the scheme
for investigation of chemical
composition and nutritive yaluq
of Indian fruits, nine varieties of
fruits were analyzed at the
Nutrition Research Laboratory,
Coonoor. In all 40 fruits have
been analyzed so far. Progress
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was also made in the research for
the improvement of cashewnut
in the States of Bombay, Kerala,
Mysore and Assam.

Research On Spices

Problems connected with the
development of condiments and
spices were examined and effi-
cacious methods of improvement
evolved. Schemes for the im-
pprovement of cardamom in
Mysore and pepper in Kerala
and Assam are making headway.

Studies on various methods of
cultivation of medical plants,
including essential oil-bearing
plants, used in Ayurvedic and
Unani systems of medicines are
progressing well in the States of
Assam, Jammu and Kashmir
and West Bengal and at the
Forest Research Institute, Dehra
Dun.

Jute & Cotton

According to the Report, re-
search in the cultivation of jute
has made satisfactory progress.
A sum of Rs. 14.49 lakhs has been
sanctioned as grant to the jute
srowing areas for achieving the
production target of 43.83 lakh
bales fixed for 1957-38. Besides.
a sum of Rs. 86,818 was sanc-
tioned 1o Orissa for setting up
jute seed multiplication farms.

For achieving the target of
50.05 lakh bales of cotton fixed
for 1957-58, a sum of Rs. 11.50
lakhs was sanctioned for cotton
extension schemes in Andhra
Pradesh, Bombay, Madhya Pra-
desh. Madras, Mysore, Orissa,
Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. A provision of Rs. 25
lakhs has also been made for
advancing loans to the State
Governments for the purchase of
improved seeds.

Under the tobacco exiensjon
scheme no quantitative target of
production has been fixed. The
scheme has been put in operation
in Andhra Pradesh and Bihar
A sum of Rs. T4 lakhs was pre-
vided for the development of oil-
seeds and varying amounts o
funds to be given as f{inancial
assistance and grants to the
States for the development of
lac, coconut and arecanut, were
approved.

A scheme for the survey of
indigenous agricultural imple-
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ments, which have not been
covered by earlier surveys, was
sanctioned for one year. Under
this, information will be coordi-
nated regarding items such as
water lifts, chaff cutters ground-
nut decorticators, rice processing
equipment, threshing devices and
bullock-carts.

Animal Husbandry

Animal husbandry received
cdre importance in the research
. grammes of ICAR. A co-
ordinated research scheme was
initiated in Orissa, Bihar and
West Bengal to assess the rela-
tive value of selective breeding
of indigenous cattle vis-a-vis
their upgrading with improved
breeds. Research in artificial
insemination conducted at the
Central Artificial Insemination
Centre, Bangalore, further help-
ed in improving breeds of cattle.

Extensive research was con-
ducted for evolving superior
wooled ‘sheep in the temperate
mealayar} region, the dry nor-
the'rn region and the southern
region. Based on the results of
work in these regions, the Coun-
cil has now launched a coordi-
nated. scheme for evolving
superior breeding stock and
improving sheep products. The
scheme envisages the establish-
ment of 396 sheep and wool ex-
tension centres, 3 sheep breeding
farms and 3 wool utilization cen.
tres during the Second Plan
Already 128 centres have been set
up in different States. Concert-
ed efforts were also made to
improve goats and poultry in
various parts of the country.
~ The Report says that schemes
tor investigation of diseases of
cattle and buffaloes, sheep, goats
and poultry as well as a number
ot schemes on specific disease
problems, continued to function
in the States and at the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute,
izzatnagar'. Pls;otal of 127 bulle-
ins on animal health issu-
ed by the Council. ere fssu

Dairy Problems

The research in dairy problems
incfuded measures for improving
storage of milk and milk pro-
ducts, utilization of by-products
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in the ghee and butter industri
and marketing of milk. Regsigrllzj
amma} nutrition stations were
established to study problems of
animal nutrition, and the scheme
for research in cattle sterility
was further extended. )
The _Statistical Branch of the
Counml continued its work relat-
::lgd to the design of agricultural
a _tammal hu§bandry experi-
ents and examination of techni-
(c}a'lt programmes. To encourage
fé\r::f?sws use of commercial
. hizers by the cultivators, the
inranch collected data periain-
Ca% to about.7.000 demonstrations
¢ r_lek_“l out in kharif 1956-57 and
.i.ytlatrl:;;cally afnalyzed them, D‘at'l
ect of jowar. bajra. : :

fgéton évfare glso collecteé. Uni{r:xi*
e o cordinated  Agronomic
fa_c{)orimllems Scheme, complex
ta a F};(perlments relating to
se of fertilizers were conducted

at 1_8 selected centres and o
cultlyators’ fields in 22 Comn
gxumty Project  areas. Th(;
mx;znch_ cor}ducted model agrono-
mic ?)tg:xl\li::imgsin 30 centres

_ se ¥

subjects of statistjcal ?xltz?:e:t 01,\1
pilot sample survey of iertiliier

Practices was launched j
banki (U.P.) in 1957 n Bara-

Training
edTgertr;egt the shortage of train-
e forrm‘zgg'ioperso;nel requir-
rious evelopment
;(;};?:&esﬁdurlqg the Secong Plan
providy dnanmal assistance was
o t‘:w to' States for running a
na scig Year course in veteri-
traines nce. A total of 2,000
s !.§ wxll' be covered under
also' rA Inancial assistance was
gradga(t)wded for starting post-
culturale courses in various agri-
et and veterinary colleges.
narg o rtucﬂ conducted two semi-
ey eaching methods and a
teacherir Course for veterinary
inacher - A short period train-
el gramine for the benefit of
gricultural Marketing Officers

Was organized cel
January, 1958, by the Council in

RECORD OUTPUT OF JUTE

thgroductlon of jute in India
Par1_y_ear was the highest since

z ltion. It was expected to be
about 5.2 million bales — specta-
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cular increase over |
. ) : ast year’
production of 4.1 million b}ale;S
The S‘econd Plan target is 5.5
;mlllmn pales, only about 3 lakh
ales above this vear's recor
oot vear's record

lram.ing For Teachers In
Agricultural Colleges

_The Government of India has
decided to urganize a refresher
course in agricultural engineer-
g i May 1959, savs a New.
11)4(-1}11 announcement of January

I)vsngn(-d to improve the stan-
dard of education in agricultural
fllld _veterinary  colleges, the
training will be given at the
Allana_bad Acricultural Institute
and will include theoretical
kracteal lessons in the le
developments in  agricultura
engineering such as farm machi-
nery and power, dairy and irri-
gatwon machines, farm buildings:
simple survevs and soil conser-
vation.

The Indian Council of Agri-
cultgral Education at its Second
Session held at Lucknow had
recommended that the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research
shou'ld take initiative for in-
service training of teachers by
arranging refresher courses and
seminars.

The State Governments have
heen asked to depute officers for
the refresher course which will
start from May 4, 1959.

M.P. RICE CONTROL ORDER

~ The Government of Indi

issued amendments 1o tdhl;l };iaizg
(Madhya Pradesh) Second Price
Control Order, dated January 7
1959, revising the maxir:myum‘
Frices at  which rice of coarse
medium II, medium I, fine III'
fme Il and fine I grades may be
sold in wholesale quar;tities at
rail-head markets and at non-
rail head markets in the districts
of Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, Rai-
gzrh, Shahdol, Surguja and Bala-
ghat, says a New Delhj announce-
ment of January 9. The provi-
sions of the Order have no“? been
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extended to the district of Bastor
also.

The Order, issued under Sec-
“iom 3 of the Essential Commodj-
-res Act, 1955, defines “sales In
wholesale quantities” as sales
exceeding 10 maunds in any
<ransaction.

W. GERMAN AGRICULTURAL
DELEGATION IN INDIA

In a written reply to a question
<n December 16, in the Rajya
S.tha. the Minister of Food and

Agriculture stated that a West
German Agricultural Delegation
vicited India during September-
November. 1958 to examine the
possibilities of closer Indo-Ger-
man co-operation in the field of
Agriculture with a view to assist-
ing this country in its develop-
ment programmes. The visit of
the delegation was a part of the
technical assistance offered by
the Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany. The dele-
gation consisted of five senior ex-
perts of that country in different
agricultural fields.

PUNJAB-RAJASTHAN AGREEMENT
ON BHAKRA NANGAL PROJECT

A comprehensive agreement
' otween Punjab and Rajasthan
egarding the Bhakra Nangal
rroject was signed in the pre-
sence of Shri T. Sivasankar.
Seeretary. Union  Ministry  of
Irrigation and Power, in New
Dethi on January 13.

The precamble to the agree-
~-ent. consisting of 51 articles,
Ctates that Punjab and Rajas-
s.un agree to collaborate in the
¢ wstruction of a dam across the
.:ver Sutlej at Bhakra and other
arcillary works included under
Erakra-Nangal project for —ex-
tension and improvement of irri-
¢ation and generation of hydro
eiectric power.

The two States will also share
-he henefits derived from the
Bhakra Nangal project as well
as the finances for administration
f works included in it.

One of the articles of the
:.greement lays down that all
disputes between Punjab and
Rajasthan on the day-to-day
operation and maintenance of
the common work of the Bhakra
Nangal project will be settled by
mutual discussion between the
chief engineers for irrigation
and power in the States.
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The contracting States further
agree that any unresolved dis-
pute should be referred to a
Standing Committee, consisting
of the chief engineers of Punjab
and Rajasthan, with a represen-
iative of the Central Water and
Power Commission as chairman.

Another article stipulates that
a difference of opinion between
the States in any matter arising
out of the present agreement
should be referred to a person
mutually agreed upon by both
parties. Failing an agreement
on this. a person may be nomi-
nated by the President of India.

The decision of this person
will be final and binding on the
two States.

Of the four appendices to the
agreement, the first gives the
constitution and functions of the
Bhakra Control Board and
Bhakra Advisory Board, set up
Ly the Government of India in
September 1950.

The shares of the two States for
the supplies of the river Sutlej,
including those for the existing
areas under the Sirhind canal,
are dealt with in the second
appendix.

The third appendix gives
details of the share of cost of
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construction of Bhakra dam,
which will be borne by Punjab
and Rajasthan in the proportion
of 8478 and 15.22¢: respective-
ly. The last appendix shows
that Rs. 68.31 crores is the total
cost of the Bhakra dam, includ-
ing cost of works for left and
right power houses.

Thermal Power Station

For Neyveli

Replying to a question in the
Rajya Sabha on December 23,
Qardar Swaran Singh, Minister
of Steel, Mines and Fuel, said
that the Soviet Government had
cubmitted a report with regard
to the setting up of a thermal
power station at Neyveli.

The Thermal Power Station is
designed for an installed capa-
city of 250 M.W. and will con-
sist of five condensing turbines
rated at 50 M.W. each and
operating at steam conditions of
90 atmospheres absolute and
535°C. 'The specifications of the
plant, machinery and equipment
will generally follow the norms
and standards prevailing in the
US.SR. with suitable modi-
fications where necessary, so as
to bring them into conformity
with Indian conditions and regu-
Jations. Negotiations with the
Soviet suppliers, he said, were in
progress with a view 1o drawing
up contracts for the supply of
working drawings and of plant,
machinery and equipment based
on those drawings.

ELECTRICITY CUTPUT IN
SEPTEMBER

‘T'he total electricity produced
by public utility power stations
in India amounted to 1,050.9
million kWh.. in September, 1958.
Of this, 843.1 million kWh. were
-old to ultime .. consumers.

The corresponding figures for
September 1957 were 922.6
million kWh. and 733.3 million
kWh. respectively and those for
September 1939 were 209.1
million kWh. and 175.9 million
kWh. respectively.
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Community Dovcopment

C.D. MINISTRY TAKES OER

CO-OPERATION

A Press Communique i
by the Cabinet Secx%tariff ugg
December 31 says that the Presi-
dent has issued an order renam-
ing the Ministry of Community
Development as the ‘Ministry of
Community Development ‘and
Cooper:gtmn’ and re-allocating
the business of Government bet.
ween the Ministry of Community
Development and Cooperation

and the Minist
Agriculture. 7y of Food and

Another Press Communi
ssued on the same day says t(}lll::
r. Panjabrao §. Deshmukh
ggngster of Cooperation in the
; nistry of Food and Agricul-
ure, wo}lld_ thereafter be desig-
nated as ‘Minister of Agriculture’

i

In that Minist i
o ry and = Shri
of | Ce;l;ﬁ: Kumar Dey, Minister

unity Development as’
( 0 as
; mister of Community Deve-
opment and Co-operation.’

grg(:n (zorlx:mugitey Development pro-

as n laying stress

:he strenztpening and expansijon ‘::r;
epresentative institutiong at the
village level, such as the Panchayat

the co-operative .
schoal. and the village

. The C.O.P.P. Team which went
mto the working of the Communit
Dth?lOpment programme in aj} it}s'
details pointed out in its report that
c;o-operation and rural self-govern-
Ing 1institutions, being closely con-
nectgd with the programme of Com‘-
munity Development, it would be
;xdseful to bring them under the
m:::stryh.of Community Develop-
ment which co-ordinates all rural
velopment activities, Accordingly
;he Panchayats were already trans—,
erred ijor‘n the Ministry of Health
to the Ministry of Community Deve
lopment in March, 1958, i

Co-operative Movement
The co-operative
he g moveme, i
[ndia is a little more than 50nytea;2
old, the first Co-operative Credit

'ndian Information ~

Societies’ Act having been passed in
1964. 1In 1951, while about 3 per cent
of t..he total amount borrowed by
cul.txvators Was met by co-operatives
a like proportion by the Govemmeng
and §bout one per cent by the com-
mercial banks, 93 per cent of the
lct.al borrowings was provided by
private credit agencies, for the most
part by the individual moneylender
who charged a high rate of interest:

ranging from 25 per
cent. per cent to 70 per

The movement’s primary objective
therefore, was the organisation of‘
co-operative credit societies in urban
and rural areas to relicve indebted-
ness ‘and promote thrift. Credit
focieiies formred pearly 85 per cent
of tbe agricultural societies. Large
sections of the rural population
however, remained outside theh:
membership. These societies could
not .meet the bulk of the ecredit
requirements of even its members
;nd they had to seek other sources.
he movement had its limitations: it
could not effectively meet the
challenge of indebtedness in rural
areas. Its inspiration was &fficial

and it evoked limi
ted respon
the ple. ponse {rom

doz:.ll;‘nc:e 43 of the Congtitution lays
Stotn ;l-’_a\ Directive Principle of
himes ..&lcy that, among other
pmmv,t e State shal] endeavour to

Ote cottage industries on an

indivmual
or co-operati is i
rural areas.” pe ve basis in

ti\;le'hfn ;g:portance of the co-opéra-
of develom for the implementation
Chasined lgtncntal schemes was em-
Son o] Yy t'he Planning Commis-
Lt e First Plgn, especially in
o) v']llon, 'market'mg and cottage
o hl age industries. The second

an has set even higher targets for
the co-operative movement,

In 1951, the All-India Rural Credit
Survey Committee undertock a

cc"lpx ehenslve survey, at lh(-
lnstance O the R
{ &4
‘ serve Bank of

of the credit position and the
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co-operative movement in rural’

areas. Iis report, published in 1954,

made recommendations regarding:

(i) State participation in the
share capital of co-operatives
and the nationalization of the
Imperial Bank;

(i1) strengthening of the co-opera-
tive credit structure at alt
levels;

(ii1) linking up of eredit with
marketing;

(iv) development of processing on
cooperative lines;

(v) promotion of sterage and
warchousing; and

(vi) improvement of training
facilities and the strengthen-
ing of the supervisory and
administrative machinery.

The Government of India broadhv
accepted the recommendations of the
Rural Credit Survey Committee, ani
a comprehensive pregramme for the
development of cooperative agri-
f:ultural credit, marketing, process-
ing, storage, warehousing and stuff
training was drawn up.

‘Tl‘w National Development Coun-
cil, in its Resolution on Cooperative
Policy en November 9, 1938, declar-
ed tha.t for the development of co-
operation as a people’s movement, it
was essential that co-operatives.
should be organized on the basis of
the village community as the pri-
mary. unit and that responsibility
uqd initiative for social and econo-
mic development at the village Jevel
should be placed fully on the village
co-operative and the village pan-
chayat. As a rule, the cooperative
fand the panchayat should serve
identical  areas. Where villages
were too small, with the consent of
the communities concerned,  they
shoqld be formed into larger .grou )s
ser’xymg a population of ahout lﬁmp
tak:estc(;‘)(s:u?:dl us!u:d all States o

"CVICeW ir 3
programmes of coop:ratt!i‘::dg:lbgsf

1::Fnt and  formulate fresh pro-
f,ha‘mm?s to be implemented during
t next two years, and also to

cha_nge co-operative la
which ixppéded the development of
;:)opcrntnon as a popular movement

recommendcd  that by mak";';
tacqam loans and other fa h: s
avaxlal?le to individuals thro Clh o
(?peratn\'gs. conditiong shoul;g CZ;
c‘reatcd In which every peasant and
rural worker would find it to his

Ws and rules
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advantage to join the village co-
operative. . .

The National Development Coun-
cil also declared that the co-opera-
tive movement should be developed
o as to bring within its fold all
rural families before }he end of the
Third Five Year Plan.

For the remaining period of the
Second Plan, it was suggested tl_xat
existing agricultural cooperative
societies should be revitalized so as
to increase their membership 'ﬁ'?m
the present level of 9 to 10 million
to about 15 million by the end of t.he
Second Plan. Under the Community
Development programme, as a mat-
ter of first priority, cooperative
societies should be established in
fhose villages which did not have
them at present. State Govern-
ments should ensure that before the

first stage of the Community Deve-
lopment programme was completed
in any block, all villages had the
necessary cooperative and villa'ge
institutions. The  new societies
organized shquld bring in another
5 million members so that the total
membership of the agricultural co-
operatives may reach 20 million by
the end of the current Plan. In 'fhe
provision of credit, special attention
was to be given to facilities for tpe

grant of crop loans and for assis-

tance to those who could not hither-
to obtain credit under the ordinary
banking principles.
~ The National Development Coun-
cil also emphasized that the _pro-
gramme for setting up 1,900 primary
marketing societies serving mandi
areas should be completed during t_he
prescnt Plan. Marketing societies
should be linked with village co-
operatives which should serve as
agencies for collection and sale at
assured prices at the village level.

* This would make it possible not only
to get larger supplies of foodgrains
for meeting the needs of urban areas
but also to expand the credit facili-
ties for rural areas. The Council
also called for an expansion in the
programme of cooperative process-
ing, especially in relation to the pro-
cessing of food crops.

Existing cooperative departments
in the States, the Council pointed
out, were not adequately equipped
in field personnel and at the higher
levels for organizing a large pro-
gramme of cooperative development.
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#hese departments should be dtreng-
thened and a large numbeér of compe-
tent and experienced officials
brought into the field of cooperation.
States should make it a point to
draw an increasing number of non-
official workers for honorary service
so that cooperatives retained their
dynamism. Emphasizing the impor-
tance of training, the Council called
upon State Governments to organize
training programme for village
leaders who work on village pan-

chayats and cooperatives and for
young men in rural areas who could
serve as honorary secretaries of
village institutions.

Finally, the Council expressed the
belief that through the development
of cooperatives based on the values
of freedom and community responsi-
bility and organized as a national

‘movement, the creative energies of

the people would be released for the
tasks of national reconstruction.

A,

REPORT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE

ON WOMEN’S EDUCATION

The National Committee on
Women’s Education appointed in
May 1958 under the chairman-
ship of Shrimati Durgabai
Deshmukh, submitted its Report
to the Government of India on
January 5, 1959.

The Committee’s recommen-
dations have been classified
under three main categories,
viz., Special Recommendations,
which need immediate considera-
tion by the Government, other
Special Recommendations and
General Recommendations.

Among the recommendations
which need top priority and
implementation by the Govern-
ment, the Committee has sug-
gested the following:

(1) The eduocation of women
should be regarded as a major
special problem in Education for
a good many years {o come and
a bold and determined effort
should be made to face its diffi-
culties and magnitudes and to
close the existing gap between
the education of men and women
in as short a time as possible.

(2) The highest priority should

be given to schemes prepar

from this point of view and the
funds required for the purpose
should be considered to be the
first charge on the sums set aside
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for the development of edu-
cation.

(3) Adequate steps should be
taken, without any delay, to
create a special machinery to
deal with the problem of educa-
tion of girls and women and to
assign adequate special fund for
the purpose.

(4) Steps should be taken to
constitute as early as possible, a
National Council for the Edu-
cation of Girls and Women.

(5) The problem of the edu-
cation of women is so vital and
of such great national signi-
ficance that it is absolutely
necessary for the Centre to
assume responsibility for its
rapid development. This res-
ponsibility will be shown in
ihree ways:

(a) It would be a responsi-
bility of the Centre to see that
a parity between the education
of boys and girls is reached as
early as possible, and also to see
that the education of women is
developed equally in all parts of
the country; (b) the Centre will
prescribe targets to be attained
and also guide the States in pre-
paring comprehensive develop-
ment plans for the education of
girls and women in their areas;
and (c) The Centre will assist
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tne >Stlales nnancially in imple-
menting the approved plans.p

Machinery At The Cen
(6) There should be a :zenior
officer of the rank of Joint Edy-
- cational Adviser at the Centre to
look after the education of
women.
. (7 Itt would also be nece
0 create a separate unit i
Ministry of Education tomdtéha‘i
with the problems of the edu-
cation of women. This unit
would naturally be under the
control of the Joint Educational
Adv_lser, who should be the ex-
ofﬁc'xo Member-Secre of the
National Council fo:a{{e Edu-
cat(lg)n '(I)‘fx Girls and Women
e State Governn
should establish State é?)llfnegﬁ
for the education of girls and
women. A woman should be
appointed as Joint Director and
placed in charge of the education
of girls and women. She should
be responsible for the planning
organizing and execution of ail
the programmes pertaining to
the education of women
_(9) It is also nec : to en-
list the cooperation of all semi-

official  organizati
badies. vor lmgamzatlons, local

members of the public to assi
i ! _assxst
wotn}::n;.)romotxon of education of

(10) To the exten i
v.:ate effort is not fotrtg:;tmmgm-
direct action should be taken by
the State to develop the edu}:
cathn of women and to establish
special institutions for the pur-
fosle, under its immediate con-
rol,

Funds Required

(11) An amount, not 1
than'l.is. 10 crores in additione::
provisions that already exist,
should be earmarked for the edu-
cation of women during the
!}'ﬁr;;]a.xnmg period of the Second

(12) Every State should be
required to prepare a compre-
hensive development plan for
the education of women in its
area. For this purpose, two
plans should be prepare(i: one
for the remaining period of the
Second Five-Year Plan and

.another for the period of the
Third Five-Year Plan.
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(13) The system of matchi
grants should be done awa;c\}nl;ilzﬁ
in so far as the development of
the education of women is con-
cerned and the entire res-
ponsibility for this Togramme
should be taken by the Govern.
ment of India,

(14) During the Third Five-
Year Plan, there should bev a
special programme for the deve-
lopment of the education of
women which is not covered by
any of the general programmes
and that a sum of not less than

Rs. 100 ero
o forit res should be allocat-

(15) The University Grants
Commission which is a statutory
ztonox_nous body empowered to

leal with colleges and universi-
ties, should set apart a special
fund of not less than Rs. 1 crore

or the remaining period of the
Second Five-Year Plan for giv-
Ing necessary grants to colleges
including, training colleges, for
the construction of hostels for
girls. e sanctioning these
grants, preference should be
given to colleges in rural areas
and to semi-urban institutions.
The funds should be utilized
either for purposes of grant-in-
aid or for loans. When grants
are given, they should cover 75%
of the total expenditure and, in
case of rural colleges grants on
a 100% basis may be given. The
loans should cover the entire cost
;)f the Projects and should pre-
erably be interest-free. Their
repayment should be spread
over a fairly long time.

_ (16) The Planning Commi
sion should set up agperml:un?ti
machinery to estimate, as accu-
rately as possible, the require-
ments of women’s services for
the Plans from time to time and
::r:\li‘fabtll:eet r:gultéo of its studies

0 the Govern
the public. ment and

(17) Government should set
up, as early as possible, a high-
power Committee to examine
the -so-called wastage in the
medical and professional edu-
cation of women.

Literacy Among Women

The Committee in its Report
has also reviewed the growth
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and expansion of education .of

women from 1800 t '
the British Powero vlv?: :?tﬁ
drawn from India. Although the
position of the education of
women had improved consider-
ably as compared to the condi-
tions obtaining in 1800 the
overall picture of the eduecation
of women was far from satis-
factory even in 1947. The per-
centage of literacy for women
was as low as 6,09 in 1941 and
even in 1951 it had increased to
only 9.3%. The total number of
girls enrolled at all levels was
only 41,56,742 which was about
per cent of the estimated
gzs;xl:}t:on for 1946-47. More-
over, there was a wide dispari
in the education of boygag:g
girls because only 30 girls were
gnder Instruction for every 100
: oys at school and, even in this
and of villages, a dispro-
Portionately -large part of the
taucatxon of girls at the primary
8 hge Wwas confined to urban areas
Which also had most of the facili-

ties of i
cation.secondary and higher edu-

.In 1956-57, the total n

girls enrolled in the ug:-?;::;
classes was about 80 lakhs and
the average increase in the num-
ber of girls enrolled in prima

cla}sses between 1949-50 aﬁ
1956-57 has been about 4.5 lakhs
However, the Report thinks, it
shall be required to raise the
enrolment of girls from 80 lakhs
in 1956-57 to 269 lakhs in 1965.
66, which implies an annual in

crease of about 21 lakhs. )

In view of the revi
to provide univerm%eéar;grne;
compulsory education to th
agt; r(giroul‘g.&l%{by the end of theee
lve-Year Pia
:,ragsent need' to bridge tx};’is he
was recognized by the Com-
ee. For this the Committee

have suggest ;
generel gr% esa sei?ret:th special and

In regard to the education of

girls of
Committezgeh o0 JI-14, the

age group by th
ird Five-Year ePlz?f ?tf ltlhag
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v
urther recommended that the
' gap .between the education of
boys and girls at this stage
should be eliminated altogether
by the end of the Fourth Five-
Year Plan. )

So far as the education of
girls in the age group 14-17 is
concerned, the Committee felt
that it was not possible to pres-
cribe any definite target.

Development At Secondary
- Stage

For the development of edu-
cation of girls at the middle and
secondary stages, the Committee
has recommended several mea-
sures including education at the
middle stage, grant of liberal
exemptions, free tuition and
other fees at the secondary stage,
provision of suitable hostel
facilities to all poor and deserv-
ing girls, non-matching building
grants for the construction of
hostels, provision of transport
facilities, free or subsidised, pro-
vision of necessary special facili-
ties required by girls in all co-
educational schools, grant of
books, stationery, other edu-
cational equipment and clothes
to all girls whose parents have
an income below a specified
level, grant of financial assis-
tance to needy girls at the secon-
dary stage, a fair provision of
merit scholarships for deserv-
ing girls at the middle and
scconday schools and the pro-
vision of guidance services In
schools at this stage.

Shortage Of Teachers

Referring to problems of
shortage, training and employ-
ment of women teachers, the
Report mentions that women
teachers formed only 16.8% of
the total number of teachers at
the primary stage, 17.7% at the
middle and 19.0% at the secon-
dary stages.

To remedy this and to attract
better qualified persons to the
teaching profession, the Com-
mittee has recommended the in-
crease of the remuneration of
teachers and the institution of a
scheme of old-age pension for
them.

in order to overcome the
existing shortage of women tea-
chers in rural areas, the Com-

Indian Information

mittee has recommended two
programmes. Under the first,
educated women from urban
areas should be induced to go to
villages by providing em
amenities, such as staff quarters
or grant of village allowance.
Where both husband and wife
are qualified as teachers, they
should both be posted at the
same place. Inducement should
also be given to wives of school
masters to qualify themselves as
teachers or as school-mothers.

It has also recommended that
the existing method of selecting
teachers should be improved.
Several measures for improve-
ment in the existing training
institutions for women teachers
have also been recommended by
the Committee.

Another measure recommend-
ed by the Committee is the pro-
vision of part-time teachers to
enable women to manage their
responsibilities at home as' well
as to do some teaching work.

The Committee has also made
"detailed recommendations In
regard to the vocational edu-
cation and training facilities for
employment, special education
facilities for adult women, and
need for change in the present
curriculum and syllabi.

The Committee has suggested
the appointment of a special
committee to examine the .pro}.a-
lem of pre-primary education 1n
all its aspects and to suggest
measures to develop pre-primary
education in the country more
rapidly than in the past.

Voluntary Organizations

The Committee has made far-
reaching recommendations with
regard to the role of voluntary
organizations in the implemen-
tation of various development
programmes in the field of edu-
cation. While reviewing the
contributions made by the volun-
tary organizations and govern-
mental attitude :g pri(w:/ate eﬁgg.
in retrospect, e Committ
observed p:ﬁat the difficulties
which the organizations are fac-
ing even today are too many:
)] Grants-in-aid _are not suffi-
ciently liberal, (ii) there is to'o
much of departmental contral,
and (iii) the procedures ‘of
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release of grants are unduly
complicated. The Committee,
therefore, made the following
recommendation:

The private educational
institutions must be regarded
as full and equal partners of
Government institutions in all
matters regarding States’
privileges and financial assis-
tance. In recognition of this
principle it would involve
several changes in the grants-
in-aid rules and manuals so
that all clauses which discrimi-
nate between Government and
non-Government schools
could be eliminated.

The Report of the Committee
will be discussed by the Central
Advisory Board of Education at
its next meeting.

WORK ON FUEL
RESEARCH

Research workers at the Cen-
tral Fuel Research Institute have
succeeded in developing a simple
process for the production of
soft-coke for domestic use. This
domestic fuel, which is obtained
by low-temperature carboni-
zation of non-coking coal and
washery middlings, also hap-
pens to be smokeless. A wider
utilization of this fuel should
help to eliminate smoke nuisance
in big cities and coal fields, and
save cow-dung and fire-wood for
the benefit of agriculture.

The development and proper utili-
zation of the country’s fuel resour-
ces, of which coal constitutes a
major portion, is fundamental to
industrial progress.

India’s resources of coal, particu-
larly of good quality coal, are not
commensurate with her require-
ments. Under the circumstances, in-
vestigations of coal resources will
have to be intensified and ways
found for a more economic and effi-
cient utilization of the available re-
sources.

Fuel research, chiefly coal re-
search, is necessary from another
point of view as well. Fuel leaves
a variety of by-products valuable
for the chemical industry. From
coal are derived such important
products as dyes, drugs, disinfec-
tants, industrial explosives and
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fertilizers. Rescarch enables us to
extract these and other useful com-
modities from coal.

It was these and similar other
considerations that led to the for-
m?tion of a Fuel Research Com-
mittee in 1940, The Committee’s
chief recommendation was the for-
mation of a well-equipped institute
for fuel research. In 1946, the
foundation of the Fuel Research
Institute was laid at Digwadih
about nine miles from Dhanbad’
situated in the heart of the Centrai
Indian coal fields area. In April
1950, the Institute wag formall
declared open. y

Coal Survey

During the eight year
followed its establisgmexft tht!axz lil‘?;wl:
Research Institute in Dha’mbad he
made significant contribution to oas
knowledge of Indian coajs. Prior 1:1'
the physical amg chemical gur y
of Indian coals carried out b; he
Ins.titute’s Coal Survey Ox-y tkfe
zation, o§11y the most sketchy krglam-
;edge existed of the quality of cg:l;
in the various coal producing areas’
ul;‘the country. The avaj) bility of
this type of data ig naturally of
great importance in plans for i
ing the production of coal in I!:c;s a
";? ?OO million tons per year by 197158

his figure ig ten times the ‘
production for 1946, the y$ u$

Whlch 3 )
laid. the Institute’s foundation was

thThe Coal Survey Organisation of
e F:entral Fuel Research Institute
cons‘lsts of six regional Coal Survey
Stations situated in the important
coal producing areas of the country
These Stations have been collectiné
d§ta which give a complete quality
picture ot the coals in each parti-
cular area, and from this emerges
an over_all national picture. Thig
picture is not very satisfactory owing
to the fact that most of the Indian
coal.reserves are not of the best
g::;ty and are also non-coking in
¢. These very facts, however,
constitute a challenge to the scien-
tists engaged in fuel research. Hence
the importance of the work bein
done at the Institute o :

- n upgradin
and cleaning of coaly, is verl;g:reat ¢

Upgrading Of Coai
- Work done at the Institute and at
the Coal Blending and Coking Re-
search - Organization at Jamshedpur
has shown that it is possible to
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obtain good metallurgical coke to
meet the requirements of the iron
and steel industry which needs coal
of superior quality. Special pro-
cesses have been developed at the
Instxt}xte for converting ordinary
coal into high quality coal. Apart
from this, there are extensive funda-
mental studies in progress at the
D_hanbad Institute to obtain a better
picture of the nature of coal and
what constitutes the essential differ-
ence between coking and non-coking
coals. 'Attempts are also being made
to dgvxse suitable methods for pre-
treating non-coking coals so that

they yield metallur
-gra
carbonization, gy-grade coke on

The Central Fuel Research Insti-
tute has becn a pioncer in the field
of coal. cleaning in India. It was in
recognition of this pioneering work
that the Government of India en-
trusted _the Institute with the task
of drawing up the specifications for
new washeries in the public sector.
These washeries are to be located at
K.argali, Dugda, Bhojudih, Pather-
dm‘ and Korba, In addition, the
Inst:ltute will shortly take up investi-
gations and planning for at least
three more Central washeries for
the Indian Railways. The work so
far done at the Institute has dispelled
the long prevailing notion that In-
fnan coals are not amenable to clean-
ing.

Fuel research does not, however,
end with the survey and selection of
coals for different industrial or
domestic uses. It also extends to
such needs as utilization of tars and
to uses for other by-products
9btamed from coal. Among the
important by-products of coal-
obtgined at the Institute are chemi-
cals used in water softening and for
the manufecture of glucose from
starch; ashless carbon for the manu-
facture of electrode carbon and
other moulded products; certain
types of resins from Indian coal tars
_for paint, varnish, rubber and paper
industry, floor coverings, printing
inks and adhesives; montan wax
from South Arcot lignite and py-
rites from the washery rejects from
coal. The great value of these pro-
ducts to Indian economy can be
judged from the fact that large
q}untities of some of these mate-
rials were until recently imported
from foreign countries.

2 '
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HAFFKINE INSTITUTE
DIAMOND JUBILEE

The President Dr. Rajendra

Prasad inaugurated the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations of the Haff-

kine Institute on January 10.

. The Haffkine Institute began
its life as a literally one-man
mission exactly sixty years ago,
when in a small hut in the com-
pound of the J.J. Group of hos-
pitals in Bombay, Dr. W.M.W.
Haffkine set to work to find
prophylactic vaccine for plague.
In 1889, the year of the great
plague in Bombay, the former
Government House at Parel was
converted into an emergency
hospital. Dr. Haffkine shifted
there and his small Plague Re-
search Laboratory was renamed
as the Bombay Bacteriological
Laboratory. Dr. Haftkine guid-
ed the destiny of this institution
till 1905. Twenty years after his
retirement, which was in the
year 1925, the Laboratory was
named after him and re-organis-
ed as the Haffkine Institute.

_Today, the interest and activi-
ties of the Haffkine Institute
mbrace a wide field of medical
research and humanitarian work.

The Institute not only under-
takes large-scale manufacture of
vaccines, serums and other bio-
logical products but also func-
tions as the chief centre in India
for investigations connected with
prevention and treatment of
plague. It also conducts medi-
cal research on problems con-
nected with nutrition, malaria
and other virus diseases.

The Vaccine Depar
;he Insti}ute, apart ?ror:xm r:xl':ztpagf
Ing vaccines for various diseages
tests vaccines produced at other
Institutions. Its department of
Clinical Pathology carries oyt
valuable work in diagnosis of
dou\?tful and difficult cases. The
Instltutg also collaborates .with
the Indian Council of Medical
Reseat:ch and the World Health
Organisation in the implemen-
tation of their research pro-
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INDIA’S ROLE IN LG.Y.
PROGRAMME

The 18-month International
Geophysical Year programme
came formally to an end on the
last day of the year 1958.

The programme exter_xded over
13 major flelds, ranging from
subjects of general interest like
meteorology, cosmic rays, Seis-
"mology, ionosphere, and latitude
and longitude determinations, to
more specialised fields like
glaciology, oceanography, roc-
kets and satellites. India partici-
pated in every one of these
fields, and made important
contributions. The geomagnetic
equator passes through the sou-
thern part of India. Therefore
the observations made in Indian
observatories proved particular-
ly valuable.

India’s major contribution has
been in the study of sun-spot
activity. The present sun-spot
cycle is the largest on record and
the attendant activity was
studied by the observatories at
Hyderabad and Kodaikanal.
Daily reports received from
Kodaikanal observatory were
broadcast to other IGY stations
in the world by All India Radio,
which also made daily broad-
casts of important notices and
signals received from the
Meteorological Department of
India and other sources.

Another important IGY obser-
vation post in India was situat-
ed at Naini Tal, where a high-
precision Markowitz camera was
installed to make precise optical
tracking of the satellites.

The Survey of India and the
National Physical Laboratory at
New Delhi cooperated in the pro-
gramme of latitude and longitude
measurements.

India also made significant
observations in the field of
oceanography and seismography.
Survey of tidal streams is still
being carried out at more than
thirty sites in the gulf of Cam-
bay. Seismograph observations
have been made at a number of
stations and a long period electro-
magnetic seismograph, loaned
by the University of Columbia,

JL
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was instalied at Agra for the
duration of the IGY observations.

The Geophysical Survey of
India brought to light valuable
data concerning the growth and
behaviour of major central
Himalayan glaciers. Two signi-
ficant findings of the survegs
were that the majority of the
glaciers are now in a retreating
phase and also, there has been a
considerable reduction in the
volumes of glaciers.

HIGH ALTITUDE
RESEARCH

Replying to a question in the
Rajya Sabha on December 23,
the Deputy Minister of Scientific
Research and Cultural Aflairs,
Dr. MM. Das said that the
Governing Body of the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search at its meeting held on
15th October, 1958, decided to
take over the Gulmarg Research
Observatory. The matter was
being pursued with the Universi-
ties of Aligarh and Jammu and
Kashmir under which it func-
tions at present.

A Committee consisting of
Prof. S.N. Bose, Dr. HJ. Bhabha,
Dr. K.S. Krishnan, Dr. D.S.
Kothari, Prof. P.S. Gill and
Director General, Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search had been constituted,
added the Minister, to consider
its present lines of work and
pattern of future development
and management.

Audio-Visual Education
Board Meeting

The third meeting of the
National Board for Audio-Visual
Education was held in New
Delhi on January 5. Shri R.P.
Naik, 1.C.S., presided. Speaking
on the occasion, Shri Naik under-
lined the importance of visual
aid to education, and callec} for
judicious use audio-vxsua}
techniques. These aids, Shri
Naik said, could not supphn;

education; they could
supplement it.
Recommendations

In its concluding session on
January 6, the National Board of
Audio-Visual Education ap

ed the scheme for the establish-
ment of the National Institute
for Audio-Visual Education.

The Board has also suggested
several important measures to
popularise and encourage the use
of audio-visual aids to education
in the country.

The proposed Institute will
provide regular training facilities
10 teachers in the field of Audio-
Visual Education. It will be a
part of the educational develop-
ment programme of the Ministry
of Education under the Second
Five-Year Plan and would help
to raise a corps of trained per-
sonnel in the production and use
of audio-visual aids. '

The Institute will further
carry out evaluation and research -
in the effectiveness of the audio-
visual aids as applied in the edu-
cational institutions. It was,
however, emphasised that re-
search in the evaluation of films
and other visual aids in edu-
cation should also be taken up
by the Institute in co-operation
with some select institutions.

It was emphasised that en-
couragement should be given to
the production and use of cheap
non-projected aids by using
stamps, coins, standard pictures,
picture-postcards, etc.

The Board recommended that
students of Teachers Training
Colleges should be encouraged to
conduct research in ‘films and
filmstrips’. It was decided to
prepare a list of persons who
have done or are doing research
in the field of Audio-Visual Edu-
cation as also to collect all other
relevant data in this behalf,

The importance and utility of
filmstrips vis-a-vis films for a
country like India was accepted
and it was reiterated that the use
of the filmstrips should be integ-
rated into the educational sys-
tem as.far as possible.

The Board considered the re-
ports of the State Governments
and felt that more ground has to
be covered in the matter of
application of audio-visual aids
in teaching and the {raining of
the necessary personnel. Those .
State Governments who have not
t established the State
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Audie-Visual Boards should try
to ng S0 as erz:rly atsi1 possible.

e report on the progress
the Audio-Visual Ugit of ﬂgf.
Ministry of .Education was also
considered. Various suggestions
to resolve the obstacles in the
production, exchange and dubb-
g of films were discussed,

it was decided to set up an
advisory standing committee of
the National Board for Audio-
Visual Education consisting of
seven members. The Committee
would meet once in three months.

India-U.A.R. Cultural
Agreement

The Instruments of Ratificati
of the Cultural Agreement g:t?
ween the Governments of India
?;ﬁethe Emtzcé Arab Republic

exchan i i
Ja%ﬁary na ged in New Delhi on

e Cultural Agreem -
ween India and thegLrI.A.R?n:vm
consists of twelve a’rticles
~declares that the two Govern-
ments desire to establish and
strengthen the bonds of friend-
ship, promote cultural relations
and dgvel_op mutual cooperation
21111 1t ﬁlaﬁnftiml?l's educational and

e

Sl between the two

Under the A
two Governmentsgr&t?ilre:t{o ?:
change teachers at appropriate
levels and members of scientific
and cultural institutions of the
iwo countries, grant scholarships
to enable students to pursue
higher study in the scientific and
technical fields etc., mutual re-
cognition of the degrees and
diplomas awarded by universities
and educational authorities in
the two countries.

The two Governments shall
also consider the question of
establishing cultural institutes
in their countries.

The two countries, according
to the Agreement, will also pro-
mote exchange in the field of
sports and scout organizations

The Agreement further con-
templates training of employees
or other nationals of one Govern-
ment in scientific, technical and
. industrial institutions maintain-
ed by the other Government.

It also envisages the setting up
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of a Committee consisti
presentatives of the two Go?e:rex:
geelxitxs which will meet in New

and Cairo alternatively for
watching the working of the
Agremeat i s ol

€ AAgreement will r in i

fora ok s peiad o e
and will come into force 15 days

after the exchang
ments of Raﬁﬁcaﬁoi of Instru.

Chinese Artists Visit
India

A four-member delegatio
Chinese artists arrivedgin r(l:a(if
cutta on January 10, on a six-
week visit to India at the invi-
tation of the Government of
India. Headed by Mr. Liu Tun-
chen, Professor of the Nanking
Industrial College and member
of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, the delegation includes
Mr. Chang Shu-hung, head of the
Research Institute of the Tun
Huang Mural Paintings and Mr
Su Hui, a sculptor. )

Books For New-Reading
Public

To encourage
of high class a‘;xdtsh:ndgrr? ilici:r;.iroax3
:l\::e for the new-reading public,

' in
Eralth the .Govemme:?-:tpeli:t;?:
titye decided to hold a compe-
48(1)0!1 and award 10 prizes of $
- (tf;s. 2280 approximately)
pach Indian authors of best
lioo for the new reading pub-

¢ published during the period
Janua;'y 1, 1957, to December 31,
Deocémg‘: gxlx announcement of

the 10 prizes, four will be

g;voﬁed or distributed for Hindi

pooks, three for Tamil, two for
engali and one for Urdu.

The books should relate to any
one of the subjects of inter-
Dational understanding, simple
3c1ence, economic and social
sg;l}ngxgitésor translations of
these subjects.’ wTrllxte;enc%?ﬂ?inZl::

koo k;1.'ansla1tion.~: from foreign

MEETING OF CENT
RAL COU
OF HEALTH NCIL

The 7th meeting of the Cen-

tral Council of Health w
lsnhnNevlg Delhi on Janv.laryas hellg
Minister of Health, pl:z:'ideg.mox;
fmsxgvgﬁg the utilization of
againét o Karmarkar said that
o € total Plan allocation
- each State, one State would
t-hve used over 50 per cent by
: e end of this financia] year
our over 40 per cent, five bet.
ween 30 and 40 per cent and the
rest, less than 30 per cent, The
overall average of utilization of
provision made in the Centra]
Plan fqr assistance to the States
Zrn tvanou's scfl;emes was 49 per
, ranging from

4 Opzflr cegnt.g 43 per cent to
Only in respect of sche
(i) Isolation pof zadvam:e:in e;gf
cases (74 per cent), (ii) National

Control Programme (67

22

per cent), (iii) National Filaria
Control _Programme (48 per
cent), (iv) Indigenous systems
of medicine (47 per cent), and
'(v) the National Water-supply
& Sanitation Programme (46 per
cent), could the offtake be con-
sidered to be reasonably in pro-
g;:tmn to the total anticipated
5 Ifl outlay. He regretted that
s ar only 7 per cent of the
: ocation had been utilized for
family planning despite the
Importance attached to it.

This position was undoubtedly
partly due to the fact that the
;mnual financial allocation made
ﬁortmany schemes ‘during the
bgo f"fﬁ Years of the Plan was
belo e proportionate Plan
ce ;:xhgl If the targets were to
be act eved the tempo of activity
I € next two years would

ave to be of a much higher
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_continue to

order. Shortfalls due to lack of
trained personnel, administrative
or procedural delays, had to be
deprecated and guarded .against.
If any projects for training facili-
ties were held up for want of
personnel, it followed that
timely action had not been

taken.

The Minister said that the
recent trends towards higher
incidence of smallpox gnd
cholera had exercised the_mmd
of the Government of India. It
was indeed unfortunate that
epidemics of diseases which were
amenable to control should still
plague the coun-
try. Of late there had been
certificates issued to Haj pilgrims
which not only caused them
hardships but also brought dis-
grace to the country. The Gov-
ernment of India took a serious
view of such irregularities. He
urged the States to look into this
matter and ensure strict adher-
ence to the rules.

T.B. Control! Programme

We were unfortunately lagg-
ing behind in the implemen-
tation of the T.B. Control Pro-
gramme, the Minister said. He
appealed to the members to pay
greater attention to this pro-
gramme of national importance
and make special efforts to cut
short delays in the formulation
of concrete schemes so that the
funds provided in the Second
Five Year Plan could be fully
utilized.

Maternity And Child Welfare

Health services for mothers
and children were an important
activity of India’s health Pro-
grammes, the Minister said, and
it was encouraging to note that
in recognition of this each State
had appointed an Assistant
Director of Health Service
(Maternity & Child Welfare) to
direct these services. In order to
successfully  implement the
health programmes for mothers
and children as an integral part
of the Primary Health Centres,
it was essential that the Mater-
nity & Child Welfare Officers
were associated in the planning
and administration of hospital

and field services and providc
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technical assistance to District
Health Officers in establishing
and in maintaining a high stan-
dard of service. Their services
should be utilized to supervise
the work of the women staff and
offer technical guidance to the
staff at district and local levels.
They should also be closely
associated with schemes for the
training of doctors, public health
nurses, health visitors, midwives
and dais required to man these
services. .

Malaria Eradication

The Malaria Eradication Pro-
gramme, the Minister said, had
made good progress and the
prospect of malaria being
brought to heel within the next
three or four years was hearten-
ing. The campaign against
filariasis was gaining momen-
tum. The battle against leprosy
and V.D. should be intensified
and made more broadbased. The
TB. Control Programme was
lagging behind and the States
should make special efforts to
expedite formulation of schemes
so that funds provided could be
fruitfully utilized.

Referring to the primary

health centres as the cornerstone
of health-care activity for the
rural population, the Minister
said that while they must aim

at providing as close a network
as possible, they should also safe-
guard against the risk of these
centres becoming merely glori-
fied dispensaries. The recent re-
phasing of the set-up and revi-
sion of allocations should go a
long way in enlarging their
potentialities. The size of the
programme might be restricted
in the interest of better func-
tional efficiency, if necessary.
The centres must have as their
motive preventive work, as they.
could tackle health problems
within a reasonable time, parti-
cularly in the rural areas,
through timely prevention alone.
They were still far from reaching
the stage of optimum integration
of curative and preventive activi-
ties in the health centres.
Family Planning

Family Planning Programme,
Shri Karmarkar observed, was
gaining strength, but much re-.
mained to be done to make it a
mass movement. The associa-
tion of people through voluntary
and unofficial organizations was
necessary for its success. It was
necessary, the Minister said, that
80 per cent of the population in
rural areas should be speedily
covered. Otherwise, much of the
country’s planning would not be
likely to achieve the results in
view.

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS
DURING 1953-57

A study of trends in the num-
ber and types of employment-
seekers during the period 1953-
57 has shown that jobs provided
by the Five-Year Plans have
helped to reduce unemployment.
Although the number of appli-
cants on the Live Registers of
Employment Exchanges had
been increasing steadily through-
out this period, the rate of in-
crease went down from 8,344 per
month in 1955 to 6,012 in 1957,

The findings of the study, how-
ever, indicate that the rate of

23

increase in the number of jobs is
not keeping pace with the grow-
ing unemployment in the coun-
try. 'Though the number of
vacancies increased, the number
of applicants available per 100
vacancies was, throughout the
period, higher than 2,000.

The study was carried out by
the National Employment Ser-
vice of the Ministry of Labour
and Employment.

For the purpose of the study,
applicants on the Live Register
were classified broadly into 7
occupational groups: industrial
supervisory, skilled and semi-
skilled, educational, clerical,
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domestic service, unskilled and
others.

As regards the industrial
supervisory group, the study
showed that applicants belong-
ing to this group were absorbed
in employment fairly readily. It
also brought out the fact that
the number of applicants in this
group was limited. During 1957
the percentage of vacancies can.
celll)tleid d:le to lack of suitable
applicants in this cate
hi%‘l;;as iy gory was as

e Live Register in
skilled and semi-ski1ledrml:.eepemotf’xf
nel increased, but the rate of
increase slowed down after 1955
until 1957. This indicated a
comparatively high rate of
absorption of technical personnel
entering the labour market.
There was a pronounced short.-
age In respect of this category of
apphca_nts, the percentage of
vacancies caneelled due to short-
-age being 19 during 1957. The
bulk of the registrants in this
group were semi-gkilled and
(s)g!itilﬁ d;:‘ii not answer to the
cations - lai
eplogane s laid down by

Teaching Profession

The number of persons i
ous of taking up teaclﬁngd&a.:d
other allied occupations showed
a rapid rise during the period
unde:r study. The increase was
particularly marked during 1957
This rapid growth- could be
partially attributed to the contj..
nuous increase in the number of
persons coming out of various
Institutions imparting training to
teachers. In fact, the rate of
increase in respect of trained
teachers was much greater than
in the case of untrained per-
sonnel,

A more fundamental reason
for the rapid increase in the
number of persons wanting to
take up teaching seemed to be
:I}lxz: the pxlvlolfession was becoming

e popular among applicants
of the ‘white-collar’ ﬁoﬁg The
swelling Live Register in respect
of educational personnel does
not, however, indicate that un-
employment among these appli-
cants was necessarily on the
increase.

Next to the unskilled
the clerical group forme<gir or}?e’
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largest component of the Li

¢ v

Register. The size of the cleriti
cal group increased steadily ex-
cept for a short period in the
middle of 1956. The study show-
ed that this rate of growth would
not change so long as young per-
s_mgs preferred  ‘white-collar’
Jobs or until alternative occupa-
tions were open to them.

_As regards the domestic s
v}nlce group, the Live Regis:r
3 owed a steady upward trend
}mng the period. The intention
g applicants registered for
tomestxc service, however, was
o take up work in establigh-
mtzxts under public ownership
and not under private indi-

Unskilled Category

The uns .
tuted the lkﬂled category consti-

) argest single grou

the Live Register amgl asg;uclf tﬁ'é
trend of the total Live Register
gas largely governed by varia-
Thons in the size of this group.
ab:ugngohéled fgroup constituted
2 :

Register. of the total Live

An interesting finding was that
the Live Register exhibited sea-
Zonal fluctuations, January and

ugust being the peak months

and April
tro P and November the

During the period under stud
the rate of increase in placemenjt’s’
Was greatest in regard to the
hal group, followed b
the clg'xucyal n;g)ro.up. There waz
ffaﬂi Increase in th
a;vdel of placements of skilleg
hsigu-skilled personnel
In €1 the employment service.
theregard to unskilled persons
Te Was a slight fall in the

numbe;
month,r °f persons placed every

Employment Situation In
November 1958

Employment Exchange
ed 18911 placementsg s;ss;r
November 1958, recording a deg.
crease of 1,332 as compared with
the figure for the previous
month. A comparatively large
decrease in placements was re.
corded in Madhya Pradesh, Pun.
jab, Uttar Pradesh and M’adras
On the other hand, there was an
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Increase in  placem i
Andhra, Bomba§ and !g;::la. "

Of the total placements secur-
ed, 4,386 were under the Central
Government, 9,725 under State
Governments, 2,568 under quasi-
Government and local bodies and
the rest under other employers.

The number of registrations
effected by Employment Ex-
changes during November was
1,68,080 as compared with 1,92,365
in the preceding month.

During the month, 6351 em-
ployers utilised the services of
Employment Exchanges as
against 6531 in the previous
month,. }n all 29,027 vacancies
:;el(‘:) rr:lotlﬁeg by these employers

ared wi i
Oc'It‘%bexg ith 31,113 during
e Live Register figure which
had been steadily increasing
since April 1958 showed a decline
during November. It decreased
from 11,64,369 at the end of

October to 11,59,031
of November. at the close

Employment Of D.P.s

According to an announcement
rqade on January 7, out of 3,347
displaced persons who had regis-
tered with Employment Ex-
changes during October 1958, 486
secured placements. The figures
for the _previous month were
4,031 registrations and 512 place-
ments.  Of those placed during
October, 310 were migrants from
East Pakistan and 176 from West
PaXistan.

At the end of October, 45,0
d{splaced persons were on 'tgg
Live Register of Exchanges as

compared with 44,560
of the previous month.at the end

—————

Consumer Index For
November 1958

The Consume i
r Price 1
I%mbexg for Working 8?:3";
Whase shifted to 1949—100 except
cre:;gdot}:e;wise indicated) in-
at { centres, decli
6 and remaineq omary ot 3
; sta
durlcng I\cliovember 19;1801131.y a2
cording to the La
thurea\u, _Government of Irl:g;;r
w:s maximum rise of 5§ points
a 1;ecorded by the index num-
A or Mercara (base 1953—
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100), which stood at 133. The
index number for Bhopal (base
1951=100) appreciated by 2
points to 120; and for Delhi,
Ajmer, Berhampur, Silcher and
Beawar (base August 1951 to
July1952=100) by one point each
to 120, 114, 120, 113, and 109 res-

pectively.

In this group of centres, the
food group index numbers appre-
ciated at all the centrefi, the fuel
and lighting group index num-
bers at 2 centres and the clothing
and the miscellaneous group

index numbers each at one cen-
tre. '

The index number for Mong-
hur declined by 8 points to 99, for
Tinsukia by 5 points to 8, for
Dehri-on-Sone by 4 points to 108
and for Cuttack, Gauhati and
Satna (base 1953=100) by 2
points each to 116, 103 and 115
respectively.

In this group of centres, the
food group index numbers
declined at all the 6 centres,.the
clothing group index number at
3 centres and the miscellaneous

.group index number at \one_

centre,

The index numbers for Akola
and Jabalpur showed only frac-
tional variations and stood at 106
and 113 respectively.

The provisional index number
for Jharia, Ludhiana and Kharag-
pur stood at 114, 99 and 120 res-
pectively.

The provisional all-India Index
Number receded by one point to
122 during November, 1958. The
final all-India Index for QOctober
1958 was 123.

MANIPUR ADVISORY
BODY’S DECISIONS |

Education from the first to
sixth class will be free in Mani-
pur, according to a decision made
py the territory’s Advisory Com-
mittee, which met in Delhi on
December 19, under the chair-
manship of Shri Govind Ballabh
Pant, Union Home Minister.

A -preliminary survey of the
Imphal Valley in Manipur would
be conducted shortly to deter-
mine the possibility of utilizing
the waters of the rivers, such as
the Imphal, Iril and Kongba for
irrigation purposes. As regards
the construction of a weir at
Kakching to regulate the flow of
the Sekmai, the Committee was
informed, the work would be
started as soon as the final survey
of the site had been completed.

The Committee took note of
the progress made in Manipur
about small-scale industries for
which an allocation of Rs. 5.85
lakhs has been proposed for the
next year. It was also decided
that the possibilities of starting
suitable 1ndustries during the
Third Plan period might be ex-

plored through some kind of
survey of the area.
Cotton Plantation
The Manipur Administration
would: prepare a scheme to open
demonstration farms ar;d to dis-
tribute seeds for growing long-
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staple cotton in the territory.
The average yield per acre in
Manipur is 300 1bs. to 400 lbs. as
compared to 250 lbs. to 300 lbs.
elsewhere in India. .

The Chief Commissioner of
Manipur would take up with the
Territorial Council the question
of building a road-cum-embank-
ment on the Moirang river.

ACQUISITION OF LAND
iN DELHI

Replying to a question in the

. various

Lok Sabha on December 18, the
Minister of Works, Housing and
Supply, Shri K.C. Reddy stated
that since 1948 the Government
had acquired land in Delhi for
purposes totalling
5096.30 acres. The compen-
sation paid to the parties con-
cerned, the amount deposited in
the Treasury as revenue deposit
in instances where the parties
did not turn up, and the amount
deposited with the district courts
in disputed cases, came to a
total of Rs. 2,67,17,278.53 nP.

ANTLLOCUST MISSION .

TO SAUDI ARABIA

An Anti-Locust Mission, con-
sisting of 23 technical personnel
from the Union Ministry of Food
and Agriculture, will shortly
leave for Saudi Arabia, it was
announced on January 11.

The Mission is being sent at
the invitation of FAO and will
undertake locust control opera-
tions mainly in the Hasa Pro-
vince of Saudi Arabia.

Since 1955, when India joi.ned
the FAO scheme for organized
and coordinated control of
locusts, teams of technical per-
sonnel and machinery have been
sent to various countries to
undertake locust control opera-

25

tions. Through control measures
in Saudi Arabia, which is a
potential breeding ground for
locusts, the menace is sought to.
be eliminated from a number of
countries including India.

The Mission will leave in two

- batches.

——

INDIA’S CONSUL-GENERAL
TO BELGIAN CONGO

According to a Press Note issu-
ed on 15th December, Shri I. J.
Bahadur Singh, Commissioner-
designate of India in British East
Africa, has been concurrently
accredited as Consul-General of
India in Belgian Congo and
Ruanda Urundi.
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE

JANUARY 1 TO 15

January 1 — A1l India Writers’ Conference, organized

by P.E.N., opens at Bhubaneswar

3 — The Prime Ministers of India and Ghang

issue a joint statement

’

/
The second International Congress of
Jurists begins its six-day session in New
Delhi

5 —

— A new ten-kilowatt short-wave trans-
mitter of All India Radio is inaugurated
at Bhopal

~— The' National Committee op Women’s
Education submits its report to the Gov-
ernment

8 — The six-member official U.S. Trade Mis.

sion to Northern India, which studied

India’s plans for smay and medium scale

. industries, submits jtg report to the Goy-
ernment

’ T Ustad Rajab Ali Khan, an eminent myg;.
i cian, passes away.

10 — Diamond jubilee celebration of the Haff-
kine Institute is inaugurated by. the Presi-
dent in Bombay

— Trade Agreement between India and

Indonesia is extendec} \\

12 — The fifth All-India Tribal Weltare Con-
ference iz inaugurated by the President
at Bordi, Bombay

— The East German Prime Minister, Mr.

Grotewohl], arrives in New Delhi

13 — President Tito of Yugoslavia arrives in
Madras

— India and the United Arab Republic ex-
change Instruments of Ratification of the
Cultural Agreement between the two

countries

15 — The 26th meeting of the Central Advisory
Board of Education begins in Madras

For Trade Enquiries Contact :
For Hosiery

National Small Industries Corporation
(Calcutta) Private Ltd.
23 Camac Street, Calcutta

For Glass Beed}

National Small Industries Corporation
(Madras) Private Lud.

17, Mowbrays Road, Madras

¢ -
For Paints
National Small Industries Corporation
(Bombay) Private Ltd.
Janmabhoomi Chambers

Fort Street, Fort Bombay

For Shoes & Khurja Potteries
National Smali Industries Corporation
! {Delhi) Private Lid.

93 Sunder Nagar, New Delhi

{
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Your retirement

a house for your family

Y/

by regular monthly savings wisely invested with
Government in the Y ow-

COMULATINE TIME DEPOSYT SCHEMF

DEPOSIT
MONTHLY »

YOU GET FOR EACH
Rs. 10 MONTHLY

Rs. § to Ri. 200 every month

Rs. 650 at the end of five
years; Rs. 1,450 at the end
of ten years.

b'erosn' LMITS P Rs. 12,000 for an individual

and Rs. 24,000 for two aduits
jointly.

YOUR POST OFF!CE SAVINGS BANK OR

Q Mﬂﬂll! SAVINGS
Mﬂﬂllﬂlﬂl

Agreement between Punjab and
Rajasthan on the Bhakra Nangal
Project being signed in New Delhi

Exchange of the Instruments of the Trade Agreement
between India and Iraq in Baghdad

{ Exchange of the Instruments of Ratification. of 3 ten-year
Cultural Agreement between India and the U. A.R. in New Delhi

Meeting of the National Board for Audio-visual Education in New Delhi
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The President waving the green
flag to inaugurate the new 37-mile
rall link between Berhan and Etah
on the Northern Rallway

The Duke of Edinburgh
admiring a richly capa-
risoned elephant during
his visit to Jalpur on
January 28

"
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Political & General

PRESIDENT’S REPUBLIC DAY BROADCAST

Broadcasting to the nation on
the eve of Republic Day on

‘aJanuary 25, the President, Dr.

Rajendra Prasad, said:

“I take this opportunity once
again {o talk to my countrymen,
to greet them and offer them my
best wishes on the eve of our
Republic Day. It is the ninth
Republic Day that we are cele-
brating and it is well to remem-
ber that our Republic is still
young, but it is growing at a pace
which fills our hearts with pride
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TO THE NATION

and gives not only to us, but to
our friends outside as well, a
sense of satisfaction.

“In these recent years we have
seen the spectacle of a gigantic
effort to mobilise the whole
nation to develop its resources
and to reconstruct its economic
life. Despite handicaps and
numerous difficulties, which
planning in such a vast country
as India of necessity involves, we
have gone on and intend to go
on from plan to plan till we have
made sure that every citizen of

(pucty 7

the Indian Republic can have a
reasonable standard of living and
enjoys a measure of social secu-
rity. On the progress that we
have made in this direction so
far, we have been the recipients
of compliments from many a
foreign visitor and impartial
critic.  While this naturally
makes us happy, we are.only too
consclous of the difficulties we
have to contend against and the
shortcomings we have to get
over. Whenever, therefore, we
allow our minds to wander and
bring the affairs of the State
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within the purview of thought,
both the sides of the picture
emerge to view. Let us see how
the situation stands.

“During the year that is end-
ing today I have had occasion to
visit a few foreign countries. It
pleases me a great deal to see
that India is held in high esteem
by the peoples and leaders of
those countries. There is admi-
ration for the manner in which
we have conducted ourselves
since the dawn of freedom.
There may be several factors
like our ancient heritage and
our tremendous efforts in tackl-
ing the problems of economic re-
construction and industrialisa-
tion that have helped others to
formulate their views about
Infila, but I have no doubt in my
mind that the biggest single
factor that has been responsible
for eliciting this appreciation
abroad is our foreign policy. By
many India is looked upon as a
bul.wark of peace and as a nation
which stands for the progress
anq freedom of all nations,
which recognises diversity in the
pattern of ideologies and
administrations and which at the
same time believes that given
mutual goodwill and tolerance,
all these diverse patterns can co-
exist. The fact that we are try-
ing to solve our problems by
well  recognised democratic
methods adds to that appre-

_ciation.

“I feel happy to say that this
policy has won us friends and
well-wishers in foreign lands.
But at the same time it casts a
heavy responsibility on all
Indians at home and on those of
our nationals living in foreign
lands. We must see that in our
thinking and our day-to-day
behaviour we refrain from doing
anything which may not conform
to this policy of tolerance and
co-existence. A nation’s ideo-
logy and policies are often judg-
ed from the behaviour of its
nationals.

“Coming to things nearer
home, it is well known ang
easily understandable that plan-
ned economy imposes great
stresses and strains on the peo-
ple. A nation in this respect is
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not far different from a family
unit. In order to plan a better
future and to build up a happier
life, both have to make sacri-
fices, undergo some strain and
possibly some suffering. It may
well mean dislocations and
deprivations, but the idea of ulti-
mate achievement sustains them,
helping them to endure those
sufferings willingly. If, there-
fore, our planning has imposed
any such hardships on certain
sections of our people, it is
expected that in -the larger
interest of the nation and a
brighter and happier future,
these will be faced without
demur.

“What is of utmost importance
is the spirit of sacrifice, the
willingness to give voluntarily
in the present in order to have
more in the future through our
own efforts. It would be wrong
to imagine that austerity as a
virtue belonged only to the past
or that the spirit of sacrifice is
not needed to build up a free
nation. If anything, there is
greater need for this spirit today
than it was before when we were
engaged in the struggle for free-
dom. It is my earnest request
to all my countrymen, to all my
brothers and sisters where-
ever they live, whether in
towns or in the countryside, to
ponder over the situation and
ask themselves whether they
havg made or are willing to make
their share of the sacrifice for
the building of the India of our
dreams.

“The problem of food is a basic
problem for all and especially for
us. With our great traditions of
-agriculture going back to cen-
turies and the capacity for work
and shrewdness and intelligence
of our people it is really a mat-
ter of shame and humiliation
that we should have to look to
other countries for food and
spend hundreds of crores of
rupees on importing it. Let
every agriculturist realise that
in increasing production and en-
hancing the yield per acre of
land he is not only doing a great
national service but also improv-
ing his own standard and thus
combining and identifying natio-
nal interest with his own. Once
this realisation comes it should
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not be difficult by intensive culti-
vation and the use of improved
methods to raise the yield two-
fold and solve this difficult prob-
lem and become free from the
ever precent ghost of hunger.

“Brothers and sisters, I would
ask you to pause and think of the
great opportunity that has come
your way and the responsibility
that has devolved upon you. The
task of raising a new edifice has
been entrusted by Fate to you,
for you are the builders of a new
India. Can any sacrifice be too
great to see that you have done
your duty and helped vour
nation, that has tasted the fruit
of freedom after a long spell of
foreign domination, to reach its
destiny? )

“In the midst of national re-

“joicings, 1 have perhaps struck

a different note, but truly speak-

ing. the two are not at variance -

with each other. Rejoicings
which flow from a sense of res-
ponsibility are truly rich and
abiding. I wish you all the best
of luck and prosperity in the
coming year.”

Republic Day
Celebrations

The ninth anniversary of the
proclamation of the Indian Re-
public was celebrated all over
the country. The highlight
of the national festivities was
the armed forces parade in Delhi
with the President Dr. Rajendra
Prasad taking the salute. The
celebrations came to a formal
end in the evening of January
29 with “Beating Retreat.”

REPUBLIC DAY
AWARDS

A Gazette notification issued
on January 26 by the Office of
the Secretary to the President
says the President is pleased to
make the following awards:

Padma Vibhushan

Dr. John Matthai.
Dr. Radha Binode Pal.

Shri  Gaganvihari
Mehta.

Padma Bhushan

Shri Ali Yavar Jung, Ambassa-
dor of India, Belgrade.

Lallubhai

Fahruaru 15. 1959

Shri Bhargavram Vithal Warer-
kar, Author and Playwright in
Marathi, Bombay.

Shri Bhaurao Payagounda Patil,
Educationist and Social Wor-
ker, Bombay.

Shrimati Dhanvanthi Rama Rau,
Social Worker Bombay.

Shri Ghulam Yazdani, Archaeo-
logist, Hyderabad.

Shrimati Hansa  Manubhai
Mehta Social Worker, formerly
Vice-Chancellor, Baroda Uni-
versity.

Dr. Jai Cawasha Paymaster,
Chief Surgeon and Superinten-
dent, Tata Cancer Institute,
Bombay.

Shri Kankanhalli Vasudeva-
charya, Musician and Compo-
ser of Karnatic Music, Madras.

Shri Nirmal Kumar Sidhanta,
Vice-Chancellor, Calcutta Uni-
versity.

Shri Pammal Sambanda Muda-
liar, Playwright in Tamil,
Madras.

Shri Ramdhari Sinha Dinkar,
Hindi Poet and Author, Mong-
hyr, Bihar.

Shri Sisir Kumar Bhaduri, Stage
Director and Artiste, Calcutta.

Shri Tenzing Norkay, Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute, Dar-
jeeling,

Shri Tiruppattur Ramaseshaiyar
Venkatachala Murthi, Protes-
sor of Indian Civilization and
Culture, Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity.

Padma Shri

Dr. Atma Ram, Director Central
Glass and Ceramic Research
Institute, Jadavpur, Calcutta.

Dr. Badri Nath Uppal, Agricul-
tural Commissioner, Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search.

Shri Balwant Singh Nag, Chief
Natural Resources Division,
Planning Commission.

Shri Ganesh Govind Karkhanis,
Vice-President, Harijan Sewak
Sangh, Mysore.

Shri Homi Nusserwanji Sethna,
Chief Chemical Engineer, Ato-
mic Energy Establishment,
Trombay.

Shri Komaravolu Chandrasekha-
ran, Professor, School of
Mathematics, Tata Institute of
}F)‘undamental Research, Bom-

ay.
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Shri Lakshman Singh Jangpangi,
Indian Trade Agent in Western

Shri Manohar Balwant Diwan,
D}?ttapur, Kushta Dham War-
dha.

Shri Mathew Kandakhil Mathul-
la, Managing Director, Hindu-
stan Machine Tools, Bangalore.

Shri Mihir Sen, Channel Swim-
mer, Barrister-at-Law, Cal-
cutta.

Jemadar Milkha Singh, Athlete,
Southern Command, Secun-
drabad.

Shri Om Parkash Mathur, Exe-
cutive Engineer, Central Pub-
lic Works Department, Gang-
tok, Sikkim.

Shri Onkar Srinivasa Murthy,
Director (Planning), Railway
Board.

Shri Parameshwari Kuttappa
Panikkar, Director of Exhibi-
tions, Ministry of Commerce &
Industry.

Shri Parixitlal Majumdar, Presi-
dent, Gujerat Harijan Sewak
Sangh, Ahmedabad.

Shri Prataprai Girdharlal Mehta,
Chairman, Lalitkala Academy,
Jaipur.

Shrimati Ratnamma Issac, Social
Worker, Bangalore,

Shrimati Shailabala Das, Social
Worker, Cuttack.

Dr. Shivajirao Patwardhan, Lep-
rosy Worker, Bombay.

Shri Surendra Nath Kar, for-
merly Principal, Kala Bhaxan,
Shantiniketan.

Awards Of Vir Chakra
And Ashoka Chakra

Investitures for the presen-
tation of gallantry decorations
of Vir Chakra and Ashoka
Chakra III to the awardees or to
the next of kin of the pos-
thumous awardees was held in
three State Capitals — Patna,
Jammu and Chandigarh — on
the Republic Day, January 26,
1959. The awardees of Nepalese
domicile received their deco-
rations at Patna.

Following is the list of reci-
pients:

Bihar
Vir Chakra )
1. 8605 Naik Balbahadur Mall,

3/9 GR (Posth.)
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2. 62917 L/Nk Dharamsing
Thapa, 1/5 GR .

3. 10-47757 Sub. Sanbahadur
Gurung 2/8 GR

4. 9518 L/Nk Jasbahadur Thapa,
2/8 GR

Ashoka Chakra Class III

5. 8362 Hav. Tekbahadur Gu-
rung, 2/4 GR

"6. 45420 Rifn. Tilbahadur Gu-
rung, Assam Rifles (Posth.)

Jammu And Kashmir
Vir Chakra

7. No. 2430681 Naik Waryam
Singh 1(Para) Bn., Punjab
Regiment.

Punjab

Vir Chakra

8. 10-45986 Jam. Janak Singh,
C.I. Horse.

9. 23717 Sep. Harpal Singh, 2Bn.
Rajput regt. (Posth.)

10. 3729236 Sep. Ran Singh, 2
Bn. Jat Regt.

11. 1EC-3U37 wmiaj. P.S. Gahoon,
7 Bn. Punjab Kegt.

POLICE AWARDS FOR
RAJASTHAN OFFICERS

Eight officers of the Rajasth\an
Police have been decorated by
the President, for gallantry in an
encounter with a gang of notor-
ious dacoits. Among the officers,
four have received the Presi-
dent’s Police and Fire Services
Medal and tour the Police Medal.

- 'I'ne recipients of the Presi-
dent’s Police and Fire - Services
Medal for gallantry are: Shri
Guma# Singh, LP.S., Assistant
Inspector-General of Police,
Anti-Dacoity Force, Jodhpur;
Shri Tara Cnand, I.P.S., Superin-
tendent of Police, Jodhpur (de-
ceased) ; Shri Deendayal, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Heaa-

quarters, Jodhpur and Shri
radam Singh, Constable, Jodh-
pur. wally

The recipients of the Police
Medal for gallantry are: Shri
Khuman Singh, Constable, R.A.
C. II Bn, Jodhpur (deceased)
Shri Kundan Lal, R.P.S., Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police,
Jodhpur; Shri Aturam, Con-
stable, Jodhpur and Shri Raipal
Singh, Constable, R.A.C. Ist Bn,,
Jodhpur,
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NEHRU TITO-TALKS
IN DELHI

During President Josip Broz
Tito’s brief visit to Delhi, oppor-
tunity was taken by Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to
- have discussions with him on a
number of subjects of mutual
interest, says a Press Commu-
nique issued in New Delhi on
January 16.

Talks were held between the
two leaders on three different
occaslons and lasted several
hours. The discussion covered
current international problems
in Europe and Asia. President
Tito gave a brief account and im-
pression of his recent visit to
several countries,

_ The exchanges were conducted
In an atmosphere of complete
frankness and intimate cordial-
ity. Both the'leaders expressed
their determination to continue
to do their utmost for the pre-
servation of peace and the solu-
tion of international problems by
peaceful methods and negotia-
tions in accordance with the
pr111_1c1p1es of co-existence and the
gloozcgs . of non-alignment to any

Both the President
Prime Minister expres:l,neccll glxg
hope that the present negotia-
tions at Geneva for the cessation
of nuclear tests would meet with
success at an early date.,

’_I‘}.xe President and the Prime
Minister noted with satisfaction
that the relations between India
and Yugoilavia conti to
grow in all spheres
confident that I:'llus trearlxrtli w“éﬁig
be maintained and further
strengthened.

Prime Minister Nehru express-
ed his gratitude and satisfaction
for Presic}ent Tito’s visit to India
and President Tito conveyed to
the.Goyemment and people of
India his sincere thanks for the
cordial welcome given to him.

——

NEW ORDER OF
PRECEDENCE

A New Delhi announc
ement
January 17 says that consequeg{
to the introduction of new civil
and military awards, in superses-
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sion of two earlier notifications
in respect of military and police
awards issued in 1952, the Presi-
dent has approved of the new
order as follows:

. Bharat Ratna

Param Vir Chakra

Ashoka Chakra, Class I
Padma Vibhushan

Padam Bhushan

. Maha Vir Chakra

. Ashoka Chakra, Class II

. Padma Shri

Vir Chakra

. Asho_ka Chakra, Class 111

. Pres;dent’s Police and Fire
Services Medal (for Gallan-

FSomaoumwN -

[Py

try)

12.tPohce Medal (for Gallan-
ry

13. General Services Medal,
1947

14, Pres_ident’s Police and Fire
S_erv1ces Medal (for Dis-
tinguished Service)

15. Meritorious Service Medal

16. Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal

17. Police Medal (for Meritori-
ous Service)

18. Territorial Army Decoration

19. Territorial Army Medal

20. 115:1('1;“ Independence Medal,

21. Independence Medal, 1950
22. Commonwealth Awards
23. Others Awards.

Ban On Part - Time Jobs
For Govt. Servants

Government employees will
not be ordinarily allowed to
undertake work of a casual or

ANNUAL PLANS FOR
STATES
Bihar

During recent discussions bet-
ween the representatives of the
Bihar Government and the Plan-
ning Commission and the Central
Ministries, it was agreed that
the Plan out-lay of Bihar for the
next year (1959-60) should be of
the order of Rs. 41.22 crores as
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occasional character even though
such employment is after office
hours, says an announcement
made on January 24.

The ban applicable to 17 lakh
employees has been imposed
with a view to preventing any
kind of deterioration in effi-
ciency. Such employment is
contrary to the principle embodi-
ed in Rule 12’ of the Central
Services (Conduct) Rules, 1955,
which prohibits engagement In
any trade or undertaking of any
employment by a Government
servant, other than his public
duties.

Moreover, part-time employ-
ment by a Government servant
leads generally to depriving un-
employed people of work which
they would otherwise have got.

However, in rare cases, per-
mission may be given to accept
part-time employment for which
prior sanction of Government
will be necessary.

H
RESIGNATION OF
SHRI M.O. MATHAI

According to a Press Note
issued from the Prime Minister’s
Secretariat on January 19, Shri
M.O. Mathai has tendered his
resignation of the post of
Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister, and the Prime Minis-
ter has accepted it with regret.
Shri Mathai will be on leave for
two months with effect from
February 1, 1959 and his resigna-
tion will take effect on the ex-
piry of this leave.

against an estimated expendi-
ture of Rs. 31.31 crores during
1958-59.

Agriculture and Community
Development get an allotment 0
Rs. 13.39 crores. Included in the
programmes for the next year
are establishment of agriculs
tural schools, construction ©
tubewells and improvement of

roads in the sugar factory areas
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afforestation of waste lands in
south and north Bihar, reclama-
tion of waste lands by tractors,
the All-India Key Village
Scheme, the establishment of a
milk powder factory and the
Goshala Development Scheme.

The allocation for Irrigation
and Power is Rs. 11.57 crores.
Provisions have been made for
further expenditure on Kosi,
Kohira Reservoir, Badua Reser-
voir, Sone Barrage and the Gan-
dok Project. Included in .the
power schemes are the establish-
ment of a steam station in north
Bihar, the utilization of D.V.C.
power in Shahabad and Gaya
districts, rural electrification and
extension from Maithon to
Jamelpur, Monghir, Bhagalpur,

. Sahebganj etc.

Industry and Mining get an
allocation of Rs. 1.80 crores. It
includes provisions for the estab-
lishment of a high tension insu-
lator factory and the expansion
of Bihar Superphosphate Fac-
tory. Social Services get an
allotment of Rs. 11.31 crores. The
Darbhanga Medical College Hos-
pital will be improved and ex-
panded. Provision has been
made for the malaria and filaria
control programmes. Under Edu-
cation, opening of new primary
and middle schools and the im-
provement in the salary scales of
teachers have been envisaged.
There is a provision of Rs. 0.19
crores for miscellaneous pro-
grammes.

Kerala

During recent discussions bet-
ween the representatives of the
Kerala Government and of the
Central Ministries and the Plan-
ning Commission, it was agreed
that the Plan outlay of the
Kerala Government for the next
year (1959-60) should be of the
order of Rs. 18.55 crores as
against an expenditure of Rs.
17.29 crores during the current
year, says a New Delhi announce-
ment dated January 31.-

Irrigation and Power get the
highest allocation, Rs. 6.20 crores.
Under Irrigation, allocations
have been made for Neyyar
Stage 1 and II, Chalakudi Stage
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I and II, Peechi, Vazhani, Manga-
lam, Malampuzha, FReriyar,
Meenkara and Pothundi projects.
Under Power, provisions have
been thade for the Pooringal-
kuttu Stage I’ and II and the
Nariamangalam projects and the
Panniar, Sholayar and Pamba
Hydro-electric Projects.

Social Services get an allo-
cation of Rs. 5.46 crores. Pro-
visions have been made for the
revision of salary of primary
school teachers, for mid-day
meals, multi-purpose schools,
facilities for teaching science,
establishment of a new Polytech-
nic in Cannanore and of a new
Engineering College at Trichur.
Under Health, provisions have
been made for the expansion of
the Medical Colleges at Trivan-
drum and Kozhikode and the
Palghat Water Supply Scheme.
Improvement of hospital facili-
ties, T.B. hospitals, maternity
homes and maternity and child
welfare centres is also contemp-
lated.

Agriculture and allied sub-
jects get an allocation of Rs. 2.86
crores and Community Develop-
ment Rs. 0.88 crores. Provisions
have been made for the estab-
lishment of seed farms, arecanut
research and development, distri-
pbution of fertilizers, compre-
hensive spraying scheme for the
control of coconut diseases, re-
organization of the Department
of Agriculture, Agricultural
College and Research Institute,
Key Farms and artificial insemi-
nation centres.

Industry and Mining get an
allocation of Rs. 1.53 crores and
Transport and Communications
Rs. 1.04 crores. There is a pro-
vision of Rs. 0.58 crores for mis-
cellaneous programmes.

Orissa

During recent discussions of
the representatives of the Orissa
Government with representa-
tives of the Central Mini_stne:s
and the Planning Commission, it
was agreed that the Plan outlay
of the Orissa Government for the
next year (1959-60) should be of
the order of Rs. 19.32 crores as
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against an expenditure of Rs.
16.31 crores during the current
year.

Irrigation and Power get the
highest allocation: Rs. 8.20
crores. Among the schemes for
which provision has been made
are Hirakud Stage 1 and 2, Delta
Irrigation Project, Salandi Pro-
ject, Salki Project, Machkund
Hydro-electric Project, Duduma
Transmigsion Scheme, Hirakud
Power Utilisation Scheme and
the Small Town and Rural Elec-
trification Scheme.

Agriculture and Community
Development have been allotted
Rs. 493 crores. Schemes envi-
saged are the establishment of
experimental seed farm, con-
struction of seed godowns, deve-
lopment of the Agricultural Col-
lege and opening of new veteri-
nary dispensaries.

Social Services get allocation
of Rs. 3.99 crores. Included in
the next year’s schemes are the
expansion of elementary educa-
tion, improvement in the pay
scales of primary school teachers,
grant to the Utkal University for
building, improvement of S.C.B.
Medical College and attached
hospital, housing and welfare of
backward of classes ete.

Industry and Mining have been
allotted Rs. 0.89 crores. Provi-
sion has been made for starting
co-operative sugar factories, in-
dustrial estates and pilot projects
for small-scale industries. Trans-
port and communications get
Rs. 0.74 crores and there is a pro-
vision of Rs. 0.57 crores for mis-
cellaneous programmes.

N.E.F.A.

The Plan outlay of the
N.EF.A. Administration for
1959-60 will be of the order of
Rs. 12299 lakhs as against an
expenditure of Rs. 204.13 lakhs

* during the current year, says an

announcement of January 28.
An outlay of this dimension was
decided upon in recent dis-
cussions between the Planning
Commission and representatives
of the concerned Central Minis-
tries and those of the N.EF.A.
Administration.

Agriculture and allied subjects
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et an allocation of Rs. 18.71 .

3khs. Provision has been made
or various schemes for supply
£ improved seeds and improved
ools and agricultural education.
ubewells, poultry dc}eyglopx}x:ent
nd rinderpest eradication have
lso been provided for. Under
"orestry, there is a programme
or thtgydevelopment of Silvicul-
ure. .

Community Development gets
in allocation of Rs. 12.10 lakhs,
Power gets Rs. 9.50 lakhs. Vil-
lage and small industries Rs.
2.70 lakhs and Roads and Com-
munications Rs. 36.11 lakhs. The
allocation for Education, Health
and Housing is Rs. 40.35 lakhs.
The expansion of primary and
secondary education is contemp-
Jated. There is also provision
for increasing facilities at the
Central T.B. Hospital, General
Hospital and  Pathological
Laboratory and for creating new
Health Units. Miscellaneous
programmes have been allotted
Rs. 3.52 lakhs.

Rajasthan’

A Plan outlay of the order of
Rs. 24.06 crores for Rajasthan
for 1959-60 was decided upon
during recent discussions bet-
ween representatives of the
Rajasthan Government and the
Planning Commission and the
Central Ministries. The esti-
mated expenditure during the
current year is Rs. 22.79 crores.

Agriculture and Community
Development receive an allo-
cation of Rs. 5.60 crores. Includ-
ed in the programmes are con-
struction of wells, development
of village tanks, multiplication
and distribution of seed farms,
expansion of the Agricultural
College and the Veterinary Col-
lege and a sheep and wool
development scheme. -

Irrigation and Power get an
allocation of Rs. 890 crores.
Provisions have been made for
the Chambal, Parbati, Mahi and
Ahuni Projects, Namoral Canal
Scheme, Chambal Hydel Scheme,
development of a Thermal Power
Station and the urban and rural
electrification scheme.
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Since September 1, 1856,
when the Life Insurance
Corporation was established,
life insurance ‘ business is
being transacted in India by
the Corporation and in a res-
tricted sphere by the Post
and Telegraph Department
of the Government of India
and by certain State Govern-
ments. At the time of its
establishment, Life Insur-
ance Corporation took over
the business of 243 units in-
cluding both insurance com-
g_anies and provident socie-

ies.

The total assets of these
units on August 31, 1956 was
about Rs. 411 crore and the
total number of policies in
force was over 50 lakhs,
assuring a sum of more than
Rs. 1,250 crore. The total
number of salaried emplo-
yees was nearly 27,000,

In 1957 the total number

of new policies was 7,883,133,

Industry and Mining get an
allocation of Rs. 0.82 crores,
Transport and Communications
Rs. 2.04 crores, Social Services
Rs. 6.33 crores and miscellaneous
programmes Rs. 0.37 crores.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR SECOND PLAN

In addition to the contributions
made by people all over India, in
terms of money and service, for
implementing specific Plan pro-
jects, voluntary contributions in
cash continue to be received in
the Planning Commission.

The total contributions receiv-
~d during the period March 1 to
December 31, 1958 amounts to
Rs. 2.265.87. Out of this, contri-
butions received in the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund
earmarked for the Second Five-
Year Plan total Rs. 1,998.30.

The majority of the donors
have preferred to remain anony-
mous.

M

WORK OF LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION

assuring a sum of Rs. 276
crore in India, while the
number of new policies out-
side India during the same
period was 5,035, assuring a
sum of Rs. 5 crore. The new
business of Rs. 281 crore in
1957 shows an increase of
Rs. 23 crore over the busi-
ness before nationalisation
during the peak year 1955.
In 1958, business amounting
to Rs. 227 ecrore was com-
pleted up to December 22
against Rs. 215 crore in 1957
on the same date. Business
by the end of 1958 has been
estimated at Rs. 310 crore.

The Janata Insurance
Scheme for the agricultural
and industrial workers and
low-income groups was laun-
ched first in Bombay in May,
1957. During the next six
months period Janata Poli-
cies worth Rs. 79 lakh were
issued. This scheme has now
been’ introduced in 13 cen-
tres.

Indo-Swedish Agreement
On Double Taxation

Instruments  ratifying the
Agreement for Avoidance of
Double Taxation between India
and Sweden which had been
initiated at the official level dur-
ing the Indian Tax Delegation’s
visit to Stockholm in July, 1958,
were exchanged in New Delhi on
January 23. With the comple-
tion of these formalities, the
Agreement will come into force
in both countries.

The Agreement provides for
taxation of industrial and com-
mercial profits, dividends, inter-
est, royalties and pensions only
by the country .in which the
source of the income is located.
Relief from double taxation is
thus provided for by an ab initio

segregation of the areas of taxa-
tion.

_The Agreement will be effec-

tive in India for and from the
assessment year beginning On
April 1, 1959,
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ORDINANCE TO AMEND
INCOME-TAX ACT -

The President has promulgated
an Ordinance on January 17,
amending the Indian Income-
tax Act in order to meet certain
difficulties arising from certain
judgments of some High Courts
and the Supreme Court, says a
Press Note issued on the same
day. '

Section 34 of the Act as it stood
prior to 1956 permitted re-assess-
ment of concealed incomes with-
in a period of 8 years from the
assessment year to which the
concealed income related. This
time limit was removed by an
amendmeént in 1956 which em-
powered the Income-tax Depart-
ment to re-open assessments In
cases of concealment for any
back year without limitation of
time, with the clause that the
Department could not reopen
any assessment falling beyond 8
years unless the concealed in-
come was Rs. 1 lakh or more.

Howevet, it has been held by
some High Courts that the
amended section could not be
applied to assessments which had
become more than eight years
old by 1-4-1956, in the absence of
express provision to that effect.
This ordinance is intended to
make it clear that the provision
applies to such cases also. A new
provision (Section 49EE) has
also been introduced, entitling
the Government to retain the
moneys already paid by assessees
on concealed incomes disclosed
by them voluntarily for adjust-
ment against the liability that
may be raised by issuing notices
under section 34.

These provisions are necessary
in order to deal with cases in
which proceedings leading to
settlements of tax and penalty
on admitted concealed incomes
by assessees Whose cases were
referred to the Income-tax In-
vestigation Commission were in-
validated by a recent judgment
of the Supreme Court.

WORK OF SMALL INDUSTRIES
CORPORATION IN 1957-58

Addressing the third annual
general meeting of the Corpo-

_ration, Shri Ashfaque Hussain,

Development Commissioner for
Small Industries, said that the
programme of securing Govern-
ment orders for small industries
had proceeded very well. Orders
secured in the previous year had
totalled only Rs. 1.19 lakhs, while
the National Small Industries
Corporation
worth Rs. 62.15 lakhs during
1957-58.

To extend the benefit of this
programme nearly 1740 small
units were registered during the
year by the Corporation. Since
then many more units had been
added to the list.
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secured orders -

Referring to the distribution
of export orders for shoes among
small manufacturers by the
Corporation, Shri  Ashfaque
Hurssain said that the execution
of these orders had helped im-
mensely in establishing foreign
markets for shoes made in the
small sector, which was consider-
ed “incapable of executing large
crders for quality goods”.

During the year the Corpo-
ration secured a repeat order for

* the export of 65,000 pairs of shoes

to the Soviet Union and an order
from Poland for supply of 54,000
pairs of shoes. The small manu-
facturers of shoes in the country,
he said, had gained a great deal
of confidence in producing

P
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quality goods in large numbers
in executing these export orders.
Presenting the annual report
on the working of the main
Corporation and its subsidiary
Corporations at Delhi, Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras, Shri Ash- °
faque Hussain outlined the pro-
gress made by the Corporation
in the execution of various
schemes entrusted to it.

Hire Purchase Scheme

Referring to the Corporation’s
scheme of supply of machinery
to small entrepreneurs on a hire-
purchase basis, he said the Corpo-
ration received *764 new appli-
cations for the supply of 3045
machines valued at about Rs. 2.4
crores. This brought the total
number of applications accepted
and jn force upto the close of the
year to 1193  covering 4175
machines valued at over Rs. 3.39
crores. During the year under
review, 787 machines valued at
about Rs. 64.78 lakhs were deliv-
ered against 191 machines valued
at about Rs. 11 lakhs which were
deiivered last year.

Shri Ashfaque Hussain said
that the Corporation had also
decided to supply ungraded
machines provided they were
certified by the Small Industries
Service Institutes to be of a
satisfactory quality and if the
machine was wanted specifically
by the applicant.

The construction of the first

phase of the industrial estates.at
Okhla (Delhi) and Naina
(Allahabad) was completed dur-
ing the year under report. At
Okhla all the thirty-five factories
have been occupied and a majo-
rity of them have gone into pro-
duction. At Allahabad, out of
34 factories constructed 21 were
allotted upto the end of March
1958. Since then the remaining
factories have also been allotted.

The Corporation also took up’
the work of importing cycle
components for supply- to the
small scale assemblers whose
production  programme was
approved by the Development
Commissioner and supplying
machines and machine tools
required by the State Govern-
ments for the implementation of
schemes relating to the develop-
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ment of small scale industries.
-To meet the small industry
requirements of iron and steel
the Corporation also set up a
raw material depot at Ludhiana.
{; 5stt;.a\rted functioning from April

Marketing Assistance

The marketing activities of the
wholesale depots set up by the
Corporation showed considerable
progress. Against a sale of Rs.
1,27,749 during the previous year
the,total sales during the cur-
ren® year amo
B T8230 unted to Rs.

The progress in regard to
development of small units
around large industries had not
been very encouraging. This was
stgeb:ecause ;:onﬁdence beétween

wo sectors
degﬁlroped. was yet to be

i Ashfaque Hussain saj
that during the year the Cosglo’.i
ration was entrusted with the
additional responsibility of con-
structing and managing two
proto-type production-cum-train-
Ing centres at Delhi and Rajkot
To_ be established in collaboratioxi
with the West German Govern-
ment and the Technical Co-
g;t::atlorfl Ale:sion of the United

€s 0 i i

these i:entre:nca 1 ey,

would
proto-type of machines 121;101?1?:3

by the small scale sector
commercial exploitation by cof::
petent small scale manufac-
turers selected by the Corpo-
ration besides training skilled
E:I:xonnfllx of various categories
an the small i i
in&e conmiy scale industries
agreement was rea
the Government of Indi:hegitt)z
the Technical Cooperation Mis-
sion, under which the latter
would give aid by way of supply-
Ing equipment worth $ 448400
and also providing the services of
SIX engineers for an initial
period of two years. Machines
and equipment worth about Rs
11 lakhs arrived at Rajkot by the
end of year under report. The
centre will provide trauun
facilities for about 150 technig
cu;;as annually. i
or the development of

centre at Okhla th?a Govemmgr‘::
of West Germany would supply

Indian Information

equipment worth about DM
3.5 million besides the services
of 23 technicians for an initial
period of three years. The cen-
tre will impart training to about
500 technicians of different cate-
gories every year. The centre
will start functioning by Jan-
uary, 1960. -

———

“India 1958 Exhibition
- Closes

The “India 1958” Exhibiti
on
closed on J anuary 31, a few hours
;?er the President, Dr. Rajendra
asad, had awarded prizes to
selected participants.

Inaugurated by the Prime Minis-
ter on October 8, 1958 the Exhibi-
tion was open for a total of 115 days.
Over 600 organized groups of stu-
degts f'rom schools, colleges and
Universities from all parts of the
country, visited the Exhibition.
Among them were a large number
of stude_nts from technical institutes
and engineering colleges. About 40
farmers’ groups from different States
were also among the visitors. The
total number of visitors to the exhi-

bition was estimated at three mil-
lion. .

" Planned to synchronise with a
number of important international
conferences and the visit to India of
Heads of States or Governments
gxom at?rc.:ad and other dignitaries,
re:ixhxbxt?on enabled them to get a
v se::tatxve pi.cture of the indus-
o » technological and scientific
vance of India as well as the
attainments in the cultural and
social fields.
Ex?l‘i,te:tian area of 123 acres, the
o ition had nearly 170 pavilions
triesstzllls put up by Union Minis-
o— :mtd Depax.-tments, S_tate Gov-
s t:-l S, pubhc sector m@ustries.
Ustries in the private sector and
busmes§ houses, The total number
of participants came to nearly 600.
Th‘e Exhibition was organized sector-
Wise to enable visitors to have a
comprehensive picture of the pro-
gr.ie‘;s achieved in different indus-

I v ' I
N According to the announcement it
as been decided to put up a perma-

nent exhibitio e of “Indi
1958" n at the site of “India

3 LA
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Awards To Stalls At The
Exhibition

The President, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, on January 31, presented
awards to participants in the
“India 1958” Exhibition, selected
for excellence in different
aspects of exhibition.

The silver shield for the best
visual presentation of the theme
was awarded to the “Minerals
of India” Pavilion, put up by the
Ministry of Steel, Mines and
Fuel (Department of Mines and
Fuel). The silver shield for the
best artistic display was won by
the Handicrafts Pavilion of the
All ‘India Handicrafts Boarc}.
The shield for the best archi-
tectural design went to the
Pavilion of the Hindustan Steel
Limited. ‘

Besides these, gold and silver
medals were also awarded to
chosen stalls in 15 different
areas in the Exhibition. The
Pavilions were selected for the
best presentation of the theme
in their area. The following
were the awards:

Plan Progress Centre:

Gold Medal — Bombay State
Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Rajasthan
State Pavilion.
Village and Cottage Industries

Centre:

Gold Medal — Khadi and
Village Industries Pavilion.

Silver Medal — West Bengal
Pavilion (in the Trade Centre).
Transport and Communications

Centre:

Gold Medal — Railway Pavi-
lion.

Silver Medal — Scindia Pavi
lion.
Automobile Industries Centre:

Gold Medal — Ashok Leylant
Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Mahindra ant
Mahindra Pavilion.
Heavy Industries Centre:

Gold Medal — Telco Pavilion

Silver Medal, — Hindustal
Machine Tools Pavilion. )
Light Engineering Industmé

Centre (Division ‘A’):
) Gold Medal — Jay Enginee?
ing Pavilion.

Silver Medal — K.G. Khos!
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and Co. Pavilion. .
Light Engineering Industries
Centre (Division ‘B’). )
Gold Medal — Sen Raleigh

Pavilion.
Silver Medal — Atlas Cycles
Pavilion.

Light Engineering Industries

Centre (Division ‘C’):

Gold Medal — National Small
Industries Corporation Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Godrej Pavi-
lion.

Chemicals Centre: L
Gold Medal — I.C.L Pavilion.
Silver Medal — Sindri Ferti-

lizers Pavilion.

Plantation Centre:

Gold Medal — Bubber Board
Pavilion.

Gilver Medal — Coir Board
Pavilion.

Textiles Centre:

Gold Medal — Indian Jute
Mills Association Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Delhi Cloth
Mills Pavilion.

Science and Technology (Divi-

sion ‘A’): )

Gold Medal — Science Pavi-
lion.

Silver Medal—Atomic Energy
Commission Pavilion. _
Science and Technology (Divi-

vision ‘B’):

Gold Medal — Defence Pavi-
lion.

Gilver Medal — Indian Tele-
phone Industries Pavilion.
Economic Services Centre:

Gold Medal — State Trading
Corporation Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Labour and
Employment Pavilion.
Ceramics, Pottery and Glass

Centre: .

Gold Medal—Bengal Potteries
Pavilion.

Silver Medal — Bawa Glass
Works Pavilion.

Panel For Watch
Industry

The Government of India have
constituted a panel of experts to
recommend the lines on which
the manufacture of clocks, time-
pieces and watches should be
developed in India, according to
an announcement of January 19.

The Panel will assess the pre-
sent and future requirements of
diffcrent types of clocks, time-
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pieces and watches, examine the
facilities already existing in the
country for their manufacture
and recommend measures for
future development.

Shri S.D. Joshi, Managing
Director, National Instruments
Limited, Calcutta (a Govern-
ment of India concern) will be

the Chairman of the Panel which

has 21 members.

TUNGSTEN CARBIDE
MANUFACTURE

According to an announcement
made on January 18; a study
made by the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry of the pros-
pects for indigenous manufac-
ture of tungsten carbide indicates
that there is good scope for estab-
lishing the industry in the coun-
try. During the last few years,
this material has been increas-
ingly used in the metallurgical
engineering and mining indus-
tries.

At present almost the entire
requirements of tungsten car-
bide tips and tools are being im-
ported. A factory in Calcutta
has started manufacturing —
although from imported powder
— tungsten carbide tips for
rock-drills. It has also plans to
manufacture coal cutter picks.
Another firm in Bombay pro-
poses to manufacture carbide
{ips in metal working tools. The
combined capacity of these two
firms is, however, still below the
estimated demand which is ex-
pected to rise considerably in the
coming years.

A medium-sized plant for an
output of 30-40 tons, on two-shift
basis when in full production,
wou'd have an annual output of
about Rs. 1.5 crores. This may
go up further when the factory
works on three-shift basis. The
capital cost of such a project 1s
estimated at Rs. 2 crores, rough-
ly half of this representing the
working capital. )

A distinct advantage which an
Indian enterpreneur will have 1s
that wolframite of al;lout 60 to
65 per cent purity in the concen-
tralt)ed form‘p is av};ilable in India.
Titanium, another raw material
containing tungsten carbide, is
also believed to be available.
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NEW COMPANIES' IN
.NORTHERN INDIA

The report on the formation of
new companies formed in the
Northern Region during October-
December 1958, says, in this
period- 44 companies and an
association not for profit, with a
total authorized capital of Rs.
16,5347,000 were registered
under the Companies Act, 1956.
The Northern-Region consists of
the Punjab and Himachgl Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Delhi. '

Of the 44 companies, two were
public and 42 private companies.

During the period 32 com-
panies went into liquidation and
names of 109 companies were
struck off the register under sec-
tion 560 of the Companies Act.

In Punjab and Himachal Pra-
desh nine companies, all pri-
vate limited, with an authorized
capital of Rs. 32.87 lakhs, were
registered and nine companies
with paid up capital of Rs. 13.974
lakhs went into liquidation.
Names of 17 companies with paid
up capital of Rs. 9.122 lakhs were
struck off the register.

Twentyeight  fresh  prose-
cutions were launched by the
Registrar for defaults of Com-
panies Act, 1956, during the
period under review. Of the
cases decided during the quar-
ter 27 cases resulted in convic-
tion and a total fine of Rs. 1555
was imposed on the accused.

In Delhi .during the quarter
under review, one public and 26
private companies with an autho-
rized capital of Rs. 5 lakhs and
Rs. 15,95.1 lakhs respectively
were registered and six com-
panies with a paid up capital of
Rs. 1.450 lakhs went into liqui-
dation. Names of ten companies
were struck off the register.

During the period 143 fresh
prosecutions were launched by
the Registrar of Companies of
the State against different com-
panies for non-compliance with
the various provisions of the
Companies Act. Ten cases result-
ed in conviction and a total fine
of Rs. 1365 was imposed on the
accused in these cases.

In Uttar Pradesh five com-
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panies, all private limited, with
an authorized capital of Rs. 15.5
lakhs and one association not for
profit were registered and séven
‘companies with paid up capital
of Rs. 5.095 lakhs went into
liquidation. Names of 80 com-
panies with a paid up capital of
Rs. 12.797 lakhs were struck off
the register. During the same
period 28 fresh prosecutions were
launched by the State Registrar
against the companies and their
directors or offieers for the de-
faults under various sections of
the Companies Act.

Eleven cases resulted in con-
viction and a total fine of Rs. 300
was imposed on the accused in
these cases.

In Rajasthan two private com-
panies, one limited by guarantee
and the other with an authorized
capital of Rs. 3 lakhs and one
public .company with an autho-
rized capital of Rs. two lakhs
were regiiitered and ten com-
panies with a paid up capital of

" Rs. 5.855 lakhs wentpintg liqui-
dation. Names of two companies
were struck off the register
under section 560 of the Com-
panies Act, 1956, during the same
period.

. Seventy-seven fresh prosecu-
tions were launched by the State
Registrar against companies for
defaults under various provisions
of the Companies Act. A total
fine of Rs. 6500 was imposed on
the accused in the cases decided
during the quarter.

New Trade Promotion
Body In W. Germany

An Indian Trade Promotion
Organization is to be set up in
West Germany to promote the
exports of Indian products to
that country, according to an
announcement made on January
30. The Organization will have
1ts. headquarters at Frankfurt
and a branch office at Hamburg.

The Organization will study
Gemm tastes and preferences
in different commodities and
undertake market research and
surveys to keep Indian exporters
informed about the requirements
and tastes of the German con-
sumers.

It will establish contacts with
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German business houses, import
agencies and departmental stores
to create awareness among them
about Indian products. For this
purpose it will also conduct
publicity for Indian goods and
arrange participation by Indian
firms in German fairs and exhi-
bitions.

The Organization will also
help to promote and maintain
contacts between Indian busi-
nessmen and German traders
and act as a general service
organization for Indian business-
men visiting West Germany.

The creation of an Indian Ex-
port Promotion Organization in
Germany was recommended by
a Trade Delegation which visit-
ed’Germany in 1957 to study the
potentialities of the German
market for Indian products. The
Delegation in its report had said,
that among the main causes
preventing a free flow of goods
from India to that country were
lack of personal contacts and
lack of awareness on the part of
German importers of goods
which India could sell.

The Organization now being
set up, it is hoped, will be of
great advantage in arresting the
Increasing gap between Indian
Imports from West Germany and
exports to that country.

The Organization will be head-
ed by a Director, who will be
assisted by experts on different
commodities. Shri R.N. Philips,
Director of Export Promotion in
the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, is leaving early next
month for Germany to take
charge of the post of Director
and to set up the Organization.

Business executives, who are
specialists in their lines are
being sent by the Cotton Textiles
Export Promotion Council, Lea-
ther and Cashew and Pepper
Export Promotion Councils and
the Handloom - and Handicrafts

. Boards, to join the Organization.

These commodities offer the
largest scope for expansion of
exports to West Germany.
Experts for other commodities
may be appointed later.

It is proposed, at a later stage,
to expand the activities of the
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Organization so as to cover
India’s' exports to the Benelux
and Scandinavian countries and
eventually to other countries of
the Organization for European
Cooperation.

The Organization will main-
tain close liaison with the trad-
ing circles in India, particularly
the various Export Promotion
Councils. The Organization will
start functioning shortly.

The Government of the Fede-
ral German Republic and trade
circles in that country have wel-
comed the idea of setting up this
Organization.

e

FOREIGN TRADE IN
NOVEMBER 1958

According to a Press Note
issued by the Department of
Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics on January 16, the
provisional figures of foreign
trade of India by all routes (i.e.
sea, air and land) on private and
Government accounts during
November 1958, according to
data so far available in the
Department of Commercial In-
telligence and Statistics, Cal-
cutta, are as follows:

Merchandise, excluding tran-
sit trade of Pakistan and other
overland foreign countries viz.,
Nepal. Sikkim and Bhutan: Ex-
ports Rs. 49.24 crores, re-exports,
Rs. 33 lakhs, imports Rs. 68.65
crores; Total trade Rs. 118.22
crores.

Treasures: Exports (including
re-exports) of currency notes Rs.
153 crores, gold nil, current
coins (excluding gold coins)
negligible. Imoprts of currency
notes Rs. 3.61 crores, gold Rs. 4

lakhs, current coins (excluding

gold coins) negligible.

Balance of Trade: The mer-
chandise import figures are eX-
clusive of the value of certain
consignments of Government
stores awaiting adjustment. SU
ject to this deficiency in import
figures, the total value of €X:
ports” (including re-export ©
merchandise and gold) fell short
of imports by Rs. 19.12 crores.
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PROGRESS OF LS. 1. DURING
1957-58

The Certification Marks Sche-
me of the Indian Standards
Institution, which seeks to ensure
supply of quality goods to con-
sumers, made appreciable pro-
gress during 1957-58, according
to the Annual Report of the
Institution, released on January
18.

The number of licences grant-
ed under the scheme during the
year, the third year of its opera-
tion, was nearly three times the
figure for the previous year.

The Institution has been autho-
rized to issue licences under the
1.S.1. Certification Marks Act of
1952 to manufacturers for stamp-
ing their products with the I.S.I.
Standard Mark. This Mark certi-
fies that the goods conform to the
relevant Indian standards and
conveys to the consumer a sort
of a third party guarantee of the
qualiy of the goods. This, while
helpful to the consumer, has also
proved its usefulness in promot-
ing export trade.

During the year 75 licences
were issued as against 26 in the
previous year. The articles cov-
ered by the licences included oil
of turpentine, gum resin, ply-
wood panel tea chests, rectified
spirit grade B, denatured spirit,
naphthalene, pruning knives,
copper sulphate technical, BHC
technical, and three-phase induc-
tion motors for industrial use.

Enquiries received by the
Institution show that there is a
general desire on the part of
manufacturers to have control
over the quality of the produc-
tion and that they are anxious to
get licences for use of the LS.I
Certification Mark. In all, 140
firms made enquiries about the
Mark and many ultimately sent
their applications for the grant of
licences.

During the year 171 Indian
standards formulated by I.S.I.
were formally adopted by differ-
ent Government purchasing
organizations as basis for placing
orders. With this, the total
humber of Indian standards
adopted by these organizations
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roze to 838, nearly 86 per cent of
the total available standards.
The report records the grow-
ing appreciation of the role of
standards in the development of
industry and trade. During the
year, 160 new and revised stand-
ards were published thus bring-
ing the total number of these
standards to 1079. The Institu-
tion also received 198 proposals
for formulating new standards.

In regard to the introduction
of the metric system in the coun-
try, the Institution continued to
serve as a clearing house for in-
formation and publishd a num-
ter of standards for industry and
commerce for the smooth
change-over to the metric sys-
tem. The Institution had also
chalked out a programme for re-
vising published standards in
terms of the metric system and
for preparing standards in future
on the new basis.

During the year, the third
Indian Standards Convention
was held in Madras.
vention dealt with many import-
ant subjects particularly those
relating to food and agriculture.

Another branch office of the
Institution was opened in May
1957 in Madras. This was in
addition to the two other offices
at Bombay and Calcutta.

The Institution continued its
activities during the year in in-
ternational organizations like the
International Organization for
Standardization and the Inter-
national Electro-technical Com-

mission in the formulation of -

international recommendations,
exchange of technical informa-
tion and advancement of the
standards movement.

The membership of the Insti-
tution, which consists of Govern-
ment departments, manufactur-
ing and trading organizations and
technologists, expanded consid-
erably during the Yyear. The
total membership rose to 1510
from 1347 in the previous year,
and the sale of standards brought
a record income of Rs. 4.5 lakhs.
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This Con-

APPLICATION OF
INDUSTRIES ACT

It was announced on January
11, that the Government of India
have decided to bring within the
scope of the registration and
licensing provisions of the Indus-
tries (Development and Regula-
tion) Act the following industrial
gases:

Hydrogen gas of all varieties;
nitrogen gas of all wvarieties;
carbon dioxide gas of all varie-
ties; refrigerant gases of dichlo-
rodifluoro-methane and allied
groups; rare gases like helium,
argon, neonkrypton, neon etc,;
fire extinguishing gases of chloro-
brome methane and allied
groups; nitrous oxide;epropane;-

-cyclopropane and ethylene.

Formerly all industrial gases, ex-
cept oxygen and dissolved acetylene,
were exempted from certain regis-
tration and licensing provisions of
the Act. By a recent notification this
exemption has now been withdrawn.
Industrial undertakings engaged in
the manufacture of the gases, listed
above, should apply before August
19, 1959 for taking out a license or
permission under the Industries Act.

Improved Vacuum Tester
For Canned Foods

A device on ‘Improved Vacuum
Tester for Canned Foods’ has
been developed at the Central
Food Technological Research
Institute, Mysore, says an an-
nouncement of January 1. The
‘new device is expected to be of
great help to the Indian food pre-
servation industry.

It has several special features:
(1) The insrument records the
vacuum existing in any can-
ned food without puncturing or
destroying the can. (2) The test
is completed within a fraction of
a minute. (3) Faulty cans can be
easily located from a large stock
of canned foods. (4) The instru-
ment is compact and easily port-
able. The only auxiliary equip-
ment needed is a source of
vacuum, usually from a vacuum
line in the factory or from a suc-
tion pump attached to a water
tap or alternately by means of a
small vacuum pump which may
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be attached to the instrument.

The instrument is of potential
value to the food manuracturers
as a means of greater quality
control over their products at less
cost.

It can be of great use to the re-
search workers in following up
the changes in vacuum existing
in individual or particular sets or
lots of any canned foods under
different storage conditions.

_ The working principle of the
instrument is aiso very simple.

Board Of Directors
For H.E C. 11d.

An announcement made on
January 28 says, the Government
of India have nominated a Board
of Directors for the Heavy Engi-
neering Comporation Ltd. which
was constiiuted recently to
administer the heavy Machine
Building and Coal Mining Machi-
nery plants.

Government intend to strengthen
this Board further by appointment
of more directors in due course.

The Heavy Machine Building
plgnt is being set up in collaboration
with the Soviet Union and the

Foundry-Forge plant with Czech
assistance.

Measures To Increase
Stocks Of Raw Jute

A number of decisions have
been taken in recent discussions
between the Government of
India and representatives of the
Jute Industry, it was announced
in New Delhi on January 3.

_The Indian Jute Mills Associa-
tion has agreed to improve their
stocks of raw jute, so as to meet
the requirements of their mem-
ber Muls for four months. The
Mills will provide information
about details of their purchases
and stocks and this wiil make it
E):ismle t.fgr the authorities to

e action again i
lye g' st defaulting

Apart from purchases by Mills,
Government also propose to en-
ter the market to buy raw jute
from the producer and to stock it
for Miii consumption as well as
for export. Arrangements have
been made by the State Trading
Corporation to enter primary
markets as subsantial buyers.
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Purchases wherever possible,
will be made through co-opera-
tive societies.

_The East India Jute and Hes-
sian Exchange has decided upon
further measures to regulate the
future markets in June.

The announcement adds that
Government are keeping a close
watch on the situation and will
take such further measures as
may be found necessary to en-
sure a fair return for the pro-
ducer and a smooth flow of goods
to foreign markets.

Supply Of Tin & Steel
fo Exporters

A New Delhi announcement
supply of tin plates and steel
sheets to exporters of certain
commodities exported in con-
tainers of steel and tin has been
brought into torce, according to
an announcement of January 22.
‘The scheme, which is devised as
an Expor{ Promotion measure,
envisages the supply of tin
plates and steel sheets both
against future and past exports.

The scheme will apply to the
exports of the foliowing pro-
Jects tor the purpose of supply
ol tin piates; vanaspati fruit pro-
ducts, biscuits, confectionary,
tinned {ish, paints, varnish and
enamels, essential oils, drugs
and pharmaceuticals including
medicinal castor oil and fish oiy,
toutet articles like face powder,
tooth-paste, hair oil, etc., carda-
moln seeds, curry powder, sweet-
meats, roasted ana ground coffee
and iresh coffee, instant coifee,
tinned tea, dyestuffs and allied
products, chemicals and chemi-
cal products (including boot
polisn), pear! barley, rolied oats
oarley and oat products and
cashew kernals.

Except for instant coffee the
supply will be both in respect of
past and future exports.

For supply of steel sheets, the
exports of the following com-
modities will qualify under the
scheme: paints, varnish and en-
amels, chemicals and chemical
products, vegetable edible oils,
dyestuffs and allied products and
medicinal castor oil in drums,
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Exporters, who desire to have
quotas in advance of exports,
will have to give undertakings
regarding export and execute
bonds for fulfilment of the
guaranteed exports.

The scheme was brought into
force from January 1, 1959. For
quotas against past exports it
will be applicable to exports
made during the last quarter of
1958 and subsequent quarters.
For certain items the quota allot-
ment will be 100 per cent while
for others the allotment will be
133-1/3 per cent.

Trainees In Vocational
& Technical Institutes

Under the Craftsmen and Dis-
placed Persons Training Scheme,
22,325 persons were undergoing
training in various vocational
and technical trades at the end
of November 1958, as compared
with 22,273 at the end of previous
month, says an announcement of
January 2.

Of the total number of trainees
at the end of November, 1,815
were displaced persons and 785
women. Besides, under the
Apprenticeship Training Scheme,
467 displaced persons were re-
ceiving practical training in pro-
duction work in Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.

There were 297 instructor
trainees at the Central Training
Institutes at Koni-Bilaspur and
Aundh, and 31 women instructor
trainees at the Industrial Train-
ing Institute for Women at Delhi
at the end of November.

- EXPORT OF GROUNDNUT
CAKE

The Government of India have
reviewed the position regarding
the export of groundnut oil and
hav.e, as a promotional measure,
decided that established export-
ers of groundnut oil will also be
given export licences for the ex-
port of groundnut cake equal in
quantity to the groundnut oil
they export between now and the
end of February, 1959 against
their current quotas, says a Press
Note issued by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry on Janu-
ary 6. :
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Rebate Of Excise On
Cotton Towels

The Government of India have
decided that the procedure
under Rule 191-A of the Central
Excise Rules, 1944, for export
out of India of articles under
claim for rebate of duty on
excisable goods, used in their
manufacture, should be extend-
ed to cotton towels of all sorts
as well, says a Press Note issued
by the Ministry of Finance on
January 14. It is already appli-
cable to ready-made apparel,
tents, sugar produets, cotton
bags, umbrella cloth, chaddars,
pillow cases, table covers, em-
broideries, laces, tarpaulins,
mosquito nets, ground sheets,
cotton sola hats, cotton flannel
motor car dusters, cotton quilts,
cotton scarves, cotton tapes,
water-proof canvas, etc.

DUTY REBATE ON EXPORTS
OF VEGETABLE OiL

The Government of India have
decided that all varieties of vege-
table non-essential oils (other
than linseed oil, tobaccoseed oil
and castorseed oil), exported out
of India on or after January 24,
1959, will be granted rebate of
excise duty at the rate of Rs.
104 per ton as against Rs. 88 per
ton admissible at present, says
a Press Note issued by the Minis-
try of Finance on January 23. In
the case of exports of linseed oil,
castorseed oil and tobaccoseed
oil, full rebate of excise duty of
Rs. 112 per ton is already
admissible.

Extension Of O.G.L. For
Pakistan

A Press Note issued by the
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustrv on December 31 savs that
the Open General Licence for

-import of goods from Pakistan

has been extended until March
31, 1959. The items listed under
the O.G.L. are fish. not otherwise
specified, fish. salted wet, and
raw skins of lizards and reptiles.
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RAILWAY PRIORITY
FOR EXPORT GOODS

The Government of India have
further relaxed the conditions
for movement of goods by rail to
the ports for export under higher
priority in order to help export-
ers, says an announcement of
January 18.

The movement of all export
goods to ports other than the pro-
grammed movement of traffic,
such as iron ore, manganese ore,
etc. has so far been permitted
under item ‘D’ of the Preferen-
tial Traffic Schedule, on the con-
signor supplying to the Station
Master of the despatching Sta-
tion a certificate from the ship-
ping agents that space has been
reserved. '

Cotton textiles will hereafter
be moved under priority ‘D’
without the production of the
shipping agents’ certificate if the
outer coverings of the hales con-
taining textiles offered for book-
ing bear the mark “For Export
Only”. This will be subject to
cerification of- particulars to be
given at the time of registration
with the Station Master concern-
ed for priority movement.

Molasses, power alcohol and
raw tobacco will also be moved
to ports for export under the
higher priority without the pro-
dction of the shipping agents’
certificate, on the bhasis of quar-
terlv programmes accepted by
the Ministrv of Commerce and
Industry, (Directorate of Ex-
port Promotion), in consultation
with the Ministry of Railways.

Planting Of Trees Along
Railway Lines

Railway  administrations
throuchout the country have
heen requested to intensify their
efforts to plant more trees along
railw~y lines and in railway
cola=ies on available land which
cannot be readily utilised, in
connection with the “Grow More
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Food:' campaign, says a New
?lielhl announcement of January
_ Preference in this programme
Is to be given to the planting of
quick-growing fuel and shady:
trees, so that they increase the
country’s total fuel production
and at the same time provide
?hade for workmen, along the
ine.

Supplementing  the trees .
already standing on the sides of
the rail, it is felt, would also im-
prove the aesthetic appearance
of the route of-the train journey.

The railways participate every
year in the Vanmahotsova festi-
val, and the object of the present

. Instructions issued by the Rail-

way Board is to ensure that
tree-planting receives better
attention throughout the year.

Chairman Of Railway
Rates Tribunal

Shri R.K. Choudhry, retired
Judge of the Allahabad High
Court, has been appointed as
Chairman of the Railway Rates
Tribunal, says an announcement
of January 23.

The other two members of the
Tribunal are Shri ‘Gorakhnath
Sinha and Shri S.K. Mukeriji.

The Tribunal, which formerly con-
sisted entirely of legal men, assisted
by panels of assessors drawn from
the railways as well as business
and agricultural interests, was re-
constituted under the Indian Rail-
ways (Amendment) Act, 1957,

Under the provisions of the Act,
the reconstituted Tribunal has to
have a High Court Judge or a
retired High Court Judge as chair-
man. Its two other members are to
be persons who have special know-
ledge of commercial, industrial or
economic conditions of the country
or of commercial working of the
railways.

The Tribunal was reconstituted on
the recommendations of the Railway
Freight Structure Enquiry Com-
mittee, following representations
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that it had on overwhelming legal
bias and that the system of assessors
was not working well.

Conference Of Railway
Security Officers

A conference of Chief Security
Officers of the Indian Railways
was inaugurated in New Delhi
on January 11 by the Railway
Minister, Shri Jagjivan Ram.

Present at the conference were
the Deputy Minister for Rail-
ways, Shri Shah Nawaz Khan,
Chairman and Members of the
Railway Board and other officers.

Conference Of State
Transport Bodies

The Seventh Conference of the
State Transport Undertakings
was held in Indore on January
17. Shri Raj Bahadur, Union
Minister for State Transport
inaugurated the conference.

The Conference recommended
minimum standards to be fixed
for the provision of passenger
amenties, and noted that facili-
ties now extended were not uni-
form.

Introduction of the circuit
schemes was unanimously ap-
prov_ed. Other matters consider-
ed included relationship bet-
ween transport undertakings and
postal.department about carriage
gfcmalls, safety, rate of payment

A Sub-Committee was appoint-
ed to recommend the proper
basis for charges for services
rendered by transport under-
takings.

Setting up of a Central Insti-
tute for training transport offi-
cers of the State Transport
Undertakings was recommended
?:cgn;gfe resumeji session of the

nce on January 19. Shri
D. D. Suri, DeputyrySecretary,
Umqn Department of Transport
presided. ’

'I_‘he State Transport Under-
takings would send newly recrui-
ted officers for study courses
conducted by the Institute, the
cost of running such an Institute
being borne on a proportionate
basis. To derive the best ad-
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vantage, the Undertakings would
lay down common standards of
qualifications and conditions of
service for each of the different
categories of officers.

Emphasizing the importance of
spare parts, the Conference
pleaded for a substantial rise in
the import quota for spare parts.

Discussing the incentive sche-
mes for staff, the Conference re-
commended schemes based on
performance-efficiency in pre-
ference to bonus schemes. Differ-
ent schemes now operating
would be considered by the
Technical Committee, which
would draw up a pattern for
general adoption. *

Expres§ing concern regarding
road accidents, the Conference
agreed to enforce rigid driving

tests, penalties for rash driving
and better observance of safe
driving habits, such as, dipping
of lights at night, inspection of
vehicles and checking of brakes.

INDIA-U.K. AIR TRANSPORT
DISCUSSIONS

The Civil air transport dis-
cussions between officials of the
Indian and U.K. Governments,
which started in Delhi on Jan-
uary 12, concluded on January
29.

The inter-Governmental Air
Services Agreement provides for
these periodical reviews, of
which the most recent was in
London in 1956. In the present
review the arrangements agreed
upon in 1956 were extended
with mutually acceptable adjust-
ments.

INDO.U.S. CO-OPERATION IN
AGRICULTURE

The Indo-U.S. Technical Co-
operation Programme, under
which five Land Grant colleges of
the U.S.A. are cooperating with
Indian institutions engaged in
agricultural education and re-
seagch, is to be extended for a
period of two years — from 1960
to 1962, says an announcement
made on January 28.

Also, it is proposed to consti-
tute a new joint Indo-American
team to suggest measures for the
Improvement of facilities in the
field of agricultural education
and research in India. The first
team was consfituted in 1954.

The new joint Indo-American
team proposed to be constituted
by the Government of India will
evaluate the progress made in
the last five years, make recom-
mendations with special refer-
ence to the Third Five Year Plan
and measure the extent to which
the inter-institutional arrange-
ments have helped in the deve-
lopment of agricultural "edu-
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cation, research and extension
programmes in the country and
the need for continuing the
arrangement during the Third
Five Year Plan.

The agreement concluded with
th_e U.S. Technical Cooperation
Mission in March 1955 provided
for the deputation of experienc-
ed staff members from the
American Universities for teach-
ing and research work in India,
fellowships for advanced train-
ing of Indian staff members in
selected subjects in the US.A.
and supply of laboratory equip-
ment and books not ordinarify
available in India. The five U.S.
Lanq Grant Colleges participat-
Ing in the programme are (1)
lllinois  University, (2) Ohio
University, (3) Missouri Uni-
versity, (4) Kansas State College
and (5) Tennessee University.

Under the agreement, 43
American  technicians were
assigned to various Indian insti-
tutions and of these 24 are still
working in India. Of the 148
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Indian participants to receive
advanced training in the US.A,,
36 have completed their training
while 82 are at present under-
going training. The remaining
30 are likely to leave for US.A.
during the next three months.

The programme, which is at
present confined to 40 State agri-
cultural veterinary colleges and
two Central research institutes
— the Indian Veterinary Re-
search Institute and the National
Dairy Research Institute — is to
be extended to three more ifisti-
tutions in the country. These
are the Veterinary College, Nag-
pur, the Avinashilingham Home
Science College, Coimbatore and
Mysore Veterinary College, Ban-
galore. _

The programme was reviewed
at a recent meeting in New

Delhi of the officials of the Union

Ministry of Food and Agricul-
ture, the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research and the U.S.
Technical Cooperation Mission
and American Upiversity tea-
chers.

The meeting which was presid-
ed over by Shri KR. Damle,
Secretary, Union Ministry of
Food and Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, also con-

- sidered suggestions for the deve-

loplopment of library services,
integration of teaching, xjesearch
and extension, delegation of

- greater powers to college princi-

pals by the State Governments
and the need to replace the
existing external examinations
Ly internal examinations.

_ INDIAN FARM LEADERS
TO Ué A.

A group of 20 farm leaders will
be sent to U.S.A. in September
1959 to make a study of com-
munity and farm organizations.
co-operatives, extension and
rural credit, says a New Delhi
annouricement of January 17.

Arranged under the Indo-
American Technical Assistance
Programme, the study will ex-
tend for a period of three
months.

The farm leaders will be selec-
ted from amongst the progres-
sive agriculturists, leaders of
farm organizations and rural
co-operatives.
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ADVISORY PANEL
- FOR FOOD

The Government of India have
constituted a standing panel
known as the Scientific ‘Food
Advisory Panel, says an an-
nouncement of January 21. The
panel will provide expert tech-
nical advice in the various
branches of Food Science such as
biochemistry, —micro-chemistry,
micro-biology, food technology.

Professor B. C. Guha, Head of
Science and Technology, Cal-
cutta, is the Chairman of the
panel.

The functions of the panel will
be to suggest ways and means of
bringing about a change in the
pattern of food consumption in
the country with a view to re-
ducing consumption of cereals
and achieving a more healthy
and balanced diet and to suggest
methods of production, storage,
utilization, and popularization of

‘non-cereal food products. It will

also give advice on the nutrition-
al, hygienic, agricultural, indus-
trial and economic aspects of the
various problems referred to it,
test the suitability of research
findings in the field of food tech-
nology and suggest appropriate
programmes of application.
RESEARCH APPLIED TO
AGRICULTURE

The Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research has approved
more than fifty Research Sche-
mes to improve Agricultural pro-
duction. The schemes cover the
development of high-yield crops,
promotion of animal husbandry
and the extension of training
facilities. Their cost is estimated
at about 28 lakhs of rupees. The
Council has also sanctioned the
continuance of nearly 90 current
schemes at a cost of more than

41 lakhs.

Paddy Prices In Madras
State '

Maximum control prices for
certain varieties of paddy and
rice — raw, boiled as well as
fine — in the Madras State have
teen fixed by the Central Gov-
errment by an order issued un-
der sub-section (2) of section 3
of the Essential Commodities Act
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1955. The order, known as Rice
and Paddy (Madras) Price Con-
trol Order, 1959, extends to the
whole of the State of Madras and
comes into force at once. The
prices referred to relate to the
sale of paddy and rice of more
than 10 maunds in any one trans-
action in the State of Madras.

For paddy the prices per
maund range from Rs. 9.28 for
Red kar or short duration varie-
ties to Rs. 13.79 per maund for
finer varieties like Bangaruthee-
galu, Kamban Samba and Jeer-
aga Samba. The price for “other
fine varieties” of paddy has been °
fixed at Rs. 10.77 per maund.

For rice the prices per maund
range from Rs. 15 for the Red
kar or Short duration variety to
Rs. 21.50 for the finer varieties,
while for ‘“other fine varieties”
the price fixed is Rs. 17 per
maund.

. The prices specified in the
Order are for fair average quali-
ty, conforming to the specifica-
ticns prescribed in the Order and
shall be for naked grains. For
grains packed in sound new
gunny of two maund capacity,
the maximum prices shall be
Re. 0.50 per maund more than
the prices specified. For rice or
paddy below the fair average
quality, the maximum prices
shall be determined by reducing
the prices specified above by the
amounts of cuts indicated in the
schedule to the Order appli-
cable to rice or paddy, as the case
may be.

PRICES OF HAND -POUNDED
RICE IN M.P.

According to a New Delhi
announcement made on January
26, the Central Government have
amended the Madhya Pradesh
Rice Second Price Confrol Order
fixing the maximum prices per
maund of hand-pounded parboil-
ed rice as follows: Coarse
Rs. 14.50; Medium II Rs. 15.00;
Medium I Rs. 13.75.

The prices per maund of all
rice ohter than hand-pounded
parkoiled have been fixed as
follows: Coarse Rs. 15.00; Medi-
um II Rs. 15.75; Medium 1
Rs. 16.50: Fine III Rs. 20.00; Fine
11 Rs. 21.25; and Fine I Rs. 22.50.
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Control Of Rice Prices
In Andhra

The Government of India have
fixed maximum prices at which
certain varieties of fine and

_coarse and other varieties of rice
and paddy may be sold in 9 dis-
tricts in Andhra Pradesh, ie.
Krishna, West Godavari, East
Godavari, Guntur, Warangal,
Nizamabad, Chittoor, Srikakulan
and Nellore, says an announce-
ment of January 25.

The Andhra Pradesh Rice and
Paddy Price Control Order has
been issued for this purpose
under Sub-section 2 of Section 3
of the Essential Commodities
Act, 1955. It supersedes the
Order promulgated on December

30, 1957, and comes into force at
once.

The varieties of rice and paddy
to which the Order applies are
the fine wvarieties of Sanna
Kusuma, Delhi Bhogam, Sanna
~ Katurkulu, Kichili Samta, Ban-

garu Teegalu in all the disricts
referred to above except Nellore
and to specified coarse varieties
produced in thos€ districts. The

order applies to the fine variety
of Molgolukulu and the coarse
variety of Kesari, red and white,
produced in the Nellore District.

The control prices for the finer
varieties of paddy range from
Rs. 11.27 per maund to Rs. 14.29
per maund and of rice from
Rs. 17.50 per maund to Rs. 22.00
per maund. The prices for the
coarse varieties range from
Rs. 9.78 to Rs. 10.77 per maund
in respect of paddy and from
Rs. 15.50 to Rs. 17.00 per maund
in respect of rice. For “other
varieties” the price is Rs. 10.11

per maund of paddy and Rs. 16.00
per maund of rice.

The prices specified in the
Order are for fair average quali-
ties, conforming to the specifi-
cations prescribed, and for grains
packed in sound new gunnies of
two maund, capacity. For nak-
ed grains, the maximum prices
shall be Rs, 0.50 per maund less
than the specified prices. For
rice or paddy, below the fair
average quality, the maximum
prices shall be determined by re-
ducing the specified prices by the
amounts of cuts, also indicated in
the Order and applicable to rice
or paddy, as the case may be.

SELF-HELP IN C.D.
'PROGRAMME

Allotment of the next series of
pre-extension blocks and con-
version of the existing pre-ex-
tension blocks into Stage I are to
be determined by certain tests of
self-reliance and self-help shown
by the people of a new area, or
of an existing block. This
follows a recent decision by the
Central Committee, says an
announcement of January 11.

Simple norms of performance
laid down as pre-requisites for
launching the Community Deve-
lopment Programme in any new
area, or for continuing in. an
existing block, include: (i) fair
evidence of cleanliness and sani-
tation in a village; (ii) number
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of compost pits dug and used;
(iii) extent of coverage by pan-
chayats and the amount of res-
ponsibility  for development
shouldered by them; (iv) extent
of coverage by cooperatives and
the degree to which credit and
supplies are channelised through

"them; and (v) any other cri-

terion to be laid down by the
State Government having regard
to local conditions. These norms
are intended as tests and also to
ensure continuous self-help and
self-reliance on the part of the
people.

The Ministry of Community
Development and Cooperation
has asked the State Govern-
ments to ensure that throughout
the period of operation of a
block, the amount of self-help by
the villagers is kept high. Simi-
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larly, the conversion of a pre-
extension block into stage 1is to
depend largely on the perfor-
mance of the villagers. 1f a pre-
extension block does not satisfy
the requirements, it will conti-
nue to function only as a pre-
extension block.

State Governments have also
been informed that the District
Collector should, in consultation
with the District Development
Committee which is the non-
official advisory body at the dis-
trict level, .decide whether the
area satisfies the test, and if it
does not, he may recommend an-
other block area which does.

The ‘Local Works' portion of
the budget of a Stage I or Stage
1I block, which will be transffzr-
red to panchayats for planning
and implementation under the
guidance and approval of the
Block Development Committee
is to be allotted by the Block
Development Committee every
year only to such panchayats
which show a good record In
these fields. *

Harijan Representation
In B.D.Cs

According to an announcement
of January 23, the Ministry of
Community Development and
Co-operation has advised the
State Governments that, pending

constitution of statutory block.

samitis, wherever there is a
significant proportion of schedul-
ed castes and other backward
communities in a block area ade-
quate represeptation for them on

"the Block Development Commit-

tee is to be ensured.

It has been emphasized that
the Block Development Com-
mittees are to be as representa-
tive as possible of all non-official
clements in a block area, and
that the representation of sche-
duled castes and scheduled tribes
residing in a block area would
enable the Block Development
Committees to function as effec-
tive instruments for the efficient
planning and execution of block
development programmes.

The C.O.P.P. Team, which had
examined the working of the

s

¢
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mmunity Development pfé-
gx?amme, yhad observed that
where the population of sche-
duled castes exceeds five pet ce}rllt
of the total population r?(f pte l.e
Panchayat Samiti area, 0 -
son belonging to the scheduled

e

—_

castes should be co-opted.

If. however, members of ‘sche-
duled castes and tribes have been
elected to the Panchayat Samiti
in prescribed ngmber, the Com-
mittee had observed, no co-
option would be necessary.

=

COMMENDATIONS OF CENTRAL
IzllgVISORY BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Central Advisory Board-

Education concluded its two-
3fay deliberations in New Delhi
on January 16. Dr. K.L. Shri-
mali, Union Minister of Edu-
cation and Célairman of the

d, presided. '
Bo;;e’ ]I'a’)oard recommended that
in the interests of higher acade-
mic standards, access to Higher
Education has to be regulated
by the adjudged capacity of
students who are to benefit from
higher education, allowances
being made at the same time
to the needs of backward com-
ities.
ml;:;l the same time, it a}so
recognized the need for provid-
ing additional facilities for
higher education by setting up
new institutions and depart-
ments, specially in fields in
which the pressure of admission
was acute. For this purpose, it
felt, it was necessary to allocate
increased resources 1o univer-
ity education. )
° 'jf‘he Board was of the view
that the real remedy lay In the
speedy reorganization of secon-
dary education, closer relation-
ship between the employment
pattern in the country and the
outpat of graduates and possible
introduction  of  compulsory
national service for students. It,
therefore, recommended that all
possible measures should be
taken to implement these as
early as possible.
Reorganization Of Secondary
Education

Some of the measures |

gested by the Board
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version of high schools into
higher secondary schools are:
from the year 1860-61, all new
secondary schools should be
given affiliation only on the new
pattern of higher secondary
schools, high priority should be
given to the conversion of high
schools into higher secondary
schools; the upgrading of high
schools should be regarded as an
essential feature of the whole
scheme of reorganization . ;I)f

ondary Education in e
gigtes b)?’ the end of the Third
Plan, and both Humanities and
Sciences should be taught at the
Higher Secondary stage.

Teacher Training Programme

Regarding Teacher Training
Programme, the Board has re-
commended that all Heads of
Departments employed at the
higher secondary stage should be

‘M.As. or M.Scs. or persons with

a Diploma from a University
indicating their competence to
teach at the higher secondary
stage both categories having
pedagogic training of the B.T.
standard, as required for the
higher secondary schools. In this
cennection it was suggested
that a certain number of tea-
chers from different institutions
may be deputed for a period of
one year to a University for
practical training in laboratories
or departments approved by a
University.

Besides, it has also suggested
several other important mea-
for training an adequate
of teachers for the new

secondary and multi-purpose
schools. It has recommended
that in order to attract well-
qualified persons to the teaching
profession, the scales of salary
should be made to conform to the
minimum scales at least of simi-

larly qualified persons at the
universities.

So far as the pattern of higher
secondary technical education
was concerned, it was felt that
while it was essential that at
least one member of the team of
teachers in any of the technologi-
cal subjects, who will be the
Head of a Department should be
a graduate in that subject, he
should be assisted by others pos-
sessing the National Diploma or
its equivalent in that field. In
view of the difficulty of finding
such graduate teachers for
schools on reasonable salaries,
the Board felt, the position
should be examined by a Com-
mittee. It was further emphasiz-
ed that the pattern of the higher
technical institutions had to be
standardized.

The Board, further recom-
mended that a small Committee
should be set up to inspect some
of the multi-purpose . schools
that offer electives in the field
of technical science and other
practical subjects in the States
and to report on their working
arrangements and all other rele-
vant matters. ‘

Multi-Purpose School Teachers

Training of teachers of multi-
purpose schools must be evolv-
ed by experts in the field. These
should be persons qualified in
particular spheres of technical
education and they should work
with experts in pedagogies from
the training colleges. It has
been suggested that the Central
Government may constitute
small committees for this pur-
pose which should go into the
whole question and report on it
by October 1959.

Place Of Sanskrit

Regarding the recommenda-
tions of the Sanskrit Colnmission
for inclusion of Sanskrit as a
language of compulsory study in
the curriculum of Secondary
schools, the Board said, in a
resolution, that it would not be
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desirable to include a fourth
language as a compulsory sub-
ject as this would make the
curriculum much too heavy or to
substitute it in place of Hindi
which is the official language of
the Union. The present Three-
Language Formula provides for
the study of Sanskrit either on
an optional basis as a separate
subject or as part of a ‘composite
course’,

Liaison Between School
And Industry

The Board agreed with the
recommendation made by the
Government of Bombay that a
liaison should be established
between multi-purpose schools
and the industries concerned.

The Board recommended that
the steps at present being taken
in at least 8 States to have
Youth Employment Units of
national employment service
should be extended to all States
and eventually to the major-dis-
trict headquarters.

The Board strongly support-
ed a proposal for additional cen-
tral assistance to State Govern-
ments according to the back-
wardness of the States, as re-
vealed from the annual number
of matriculates in each State in
relation to its population.

Other Recommendations

The Board called for a detail-
ed study of the progress of Basic
Education in urban areas parti-
cularly in relation to the suitable
crafts developed therein.

In the field of Social Education,
the Board has suggested draw-
ing up of a shared programme
which should aim at the total
abolition of illiteracy within a
stipulated period.

The Board further recommend-
ed that the Government of India
while framing a plan for com-
pulsory national service for stu-
dents should regard imparting of
literacy and participation in
Social Education programmes as
a part of the national services.

Another important recom-
mendation of the Board was to
expand facilities for Higher
Education to suit the needs of
rural population.

The Board endorsed the need
to make a specific provision for
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teaching of moral and spiritual
values in educational institutions
and suggested that a committee
be set-up to make a detailed
study of this *question with
reference to various stages of
education.

In regard to the new scheme
of primary and secondary Edu-
cation of Kerala State, the
Board was of the opinion that
persons who qualify in higher
secondary Technical/Technologi-
cal courses should be eligile for
admission to a three-year degree
course, the choice of subjects in
the three-year degree ~course
being determined by the sub-
Jects a student has taken at the
higher secondary stage.

Aid For Audio-Visual

Education

The Government of India have
decided to give financial assis-
tance to voluntary organizations
working in the field of audio-
visual education for programmes
in the period 1958-59.

The amount of the grant will
not exceed Rs. 1,000/- or 50 per
cent of the entire expenditure
of the programme whichever is
less.

RECOGNITION FOR L.C.E.
DIPLOMA
The Government of India have
decided to recognize the L.C.E.
Diploma awarded by the College
of Engineering, Guindy, Madras
on the basis of examinations
conducted from 1941 to 1957 and
countersigned by the Director of
Public Instruction, Government
of Madras, for purposes of re-
cruitment and appointment to
subordinate posts and services
under the Central Government.
This is according to an announce-
ment made on January 28.
EXTENSION OF COPYRIGHT
ACT .
According to a notification
published in the Gazette of
India Extraordinary dated Jan-
uary 20, 1959, the Government of
India have extended the opera-
tion of the Copyright Act, 1957
(14 of 1957) to the works of the
Republic of Ireland. This is

-consequent to the ratification by

that country of the Universal
Copyright Convention.
According to another noti-
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fication published in the Gazette
of India Extraordinary dated
January 22, 1959, the Govern-
ment of India have extended the
operation of the Copyright Act,
1957 (14 of 1957) to the works
of Liechtenstein. This is conse-
quent to the accession by that
country of the Universal Copy-
right Convention.

Swiss Scholarship For

Management Training

A Press Note issued by the
Ministry of Education on Jan-
uary 11, says that the Swiss firm
Nestle has offered to award a
scholarship to Indian nationals
for studying at the post-graduate
Management training school
Lausanne, Switzerland com-
mencing from September 1959.

The course will last for about
8 months. The subjects will
include Control, Finance, Mar-
keting Sales Management, Inter-
national Trade, Production,
Human Labour relations, Busi-
ness policy and General Manage-
ment.

The candidates shduld prefer-
ably be between 28 and 38 with
a university degree if possible.
They should be from among
executives with a good general
culture and business background,
holding responsible positions and
for whom higher responsibili-
ties are foreseen in a not dis-
tant future:

The value of the scholarship is
Swiss Francs 5,000, which will
cover expenses including fees,
books and supplies, the use of
library, coffee and tea at the
Snack bar and luncheon five days
a week in the dining room.
Other expenses for travel to and
from Switzerland for board and
lodging will have to be borne by
the candidate himself. - )

FOREIGN STUDENTS IN DELH

Five foreign students studying
modern Indian languages have
arrived in Delhi at the invitation
of the Government of India says
an announcement dated Jan.
uary 27.

They are: Miss Milena Hub-
schmannova  (Czechoslovakia),
Miss L. Ider (Mongolia), Miss A.
K. Kowalska (Poland), Mr. Liu
Tao Chen (China) and Mr.
Morozov (USSR).
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During their one-month stay

in the country, the students will
visit various Indian universities,
community development pro-
jects and places of historical and
cultural interest. Their itinerary
includes visits to Bhakra Nangal,
Agra, Bombay, Aurangabad,
Madras, Calcutta, Patna and
Varanasi.
Visit Of Ceylonese
Cultural Troupe

A 33-member Cylonese dele-
gation consisting of dancers and
singers arrived in New Delhi on
January 29. The delegation was
led by Mr. MB. Mediwaka,
Parliamentary Secretary Minis-
try of Cultural Affairs, Ceylon.

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
OF POETS
A National Symposium of
Poets met in New Delhi on
January 25, and Shri J.C.
Mathur, Director General, All
India Radio, gave the inaugural

SAHITYA AKADEM!

AWARDS FOR 1958

The Executive Board of the
Sahitya Akademi which met in
New Delhi on January 18 under
the chairmanship of the "Presi-
dent of the Akademi, Shri

address on behalf of the Minister -

for Information & Broadcasting
Dr. Keskar.

ADDITIONAL PRIZES FOR
NEO-LITERATES’ BOOKS

A New Delhi announcement
made on January 26 says, the
authors of the following books
who have already been awarded
a prize of Rs. 500/- each will now
receive an additional sum of Rs.
500/- each : —

Bengali: “Hathat Bipade” by

Amarnath Roy.

Gujarati: “Bapuna Jeevan Pra-
sango” by Manubahen Gandhi.
Kannada : “Namma Manassu” by

K. Varija Udupa.

Tamil : “Anuvin Rahasyam” by

P. Gunasekar.

Urdu: “Masnui Chand” by

Athar Parvez.

Under the scheme for “En-
couragement of Popular Litera-
ture”, the Union Ministry of
Education had announced on
October 2, 1958, 37 prizes of Rs.
500/ cach on hooks and manu-
scripts in various regional langu-
ages submitted for consideration
of prizes and 3 books had further
heen approved for purchase only.
It was stated at that time that
out of these 40 books, another
selection of five hooks would be
made for an additional award of
Rs. 500/- each.
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Jawaharlal Nehru, selected the
following books for the Sahitya
Akademi’s annual award of Rs.
5,000 each (for 1958) to the most
outstanding book in ‘each of the

major Indian languages pub- -

lished during 1955-57.

Bongali Anandibai Ityadi Short stories Rajasckhara Bose
. Galpa '
Gujarati Darshan ane Chintan  Philosophical cssays  Pandit Shukhlslji
{2 volumes)
Hindi Madhya Asia ka History of Central Pahul Sankrityayen
Itihas (2 volumes) Asia
Kannada Aralu Maralu Poems D. R. Berdre
Kashmiri Sat S"angar Short storics Akhtar Mohiuddin
Malayalam Kazhinja Kalam Autobicgrephy K. P.’Kcs;iva Menon
Marathi Bahurupi Autobiography Chintaman Rso
Kolbatkar
Oriya Ka Novel Kanhucharan
Mohanty
Tamil Chakravarti Tiru- Ramayana retold C. Rejagopalachari
magan in proee .
Urdu Atishe Qul Poems Jigar Moradabadi

No Award has been given in
Assamese, Punjabi, Telugu, Sans-
krit, Sindhi and English, as no
book published in those langua-
ges was considered to be of out-
standing literary merit.

Another important decision of
the Board was that the Akademi
should organize small parties of
writers to tour different parts of
India to encourage development
of national consciousness.

The Executive Board also
passed a resolution condoling
the demise of Shri Haricharan
Bandopadhyaya, the distinguish-
ed educationist and lexico-
grapher, whose Bangiya Sabda-
kosh (Bengali-Bengali Dictio-
nary) has been sponsored by
Sahitya Akademi for republi-
cation.

Geophysical Exploration
Committee

According to an announcement
made on January 28, pursuant to
the recommendation made by the
Central Board of Geophysics at
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its 17th meeting held on Octo-
ber 29, 1958, the Government of
India have appointed a “Com-
mittee for Exploration Geo-
physics” under the Board.

The following are the mem-
bers of the Committee:

Dr. B. C. Roy, Director, Geolo-
gical Survey of India — Official
Member; Dr. M.S. Krishnan —
Non-official Member; Shri M.B.
Ramachandra Rao, Director of
Geophysics, Oil and Natural Gas
Commission — Official Member;
Shri L.N. Kailasam, Secretary,
Central Board of Geophysics and
Chief Geophysicist, Geologocal
Survey of India — Official Mem-
ber and Convenor.

The Committee for Explo-
ration Geophysics shall advise
the Central Board of Geophysics
in formulating programmes for
research at the Geophysical Re-
search Wing of the Board.

The Committee shall have
powers to co-opt additional mem-
bers as and when necessary.
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Information Directors’

Conference

v According to an announcement
made on January 31, the exten-
sion of the Radio Rural Forums
on the model of the experiment
conducted by the Poona Station
of All India Radio in 1956 in

every State to at least one vil-

lage in every Communi

lopment Block in thetzolgﬁrg
was agreefi upon at a Conference
of State Directors of Information
convened to discuss this scheme
a_nd the co-ordination of publi-
city programmes by the Union
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Shri R. K. Rama-
dhyani, Secretary, Union Minis-
try .qf Information and Broad-
casting, presided. Besides the
State Directors of Information
the Conference was attended b\:
representatives of the Planning
Comrmssmn‘ and the Ministries
of Community Development‘aild
Commerce and Industrv.

The Forums will be organi
through the State Direcgtir;;‘zg
o§ Publicity under the guidance
of Regional Committees. consist-
ing of Development Commission.-
ers, State_ Directors of Informa-
tion, Regional Officers and Sta-
tion Directors of All India Radio

. AF the district level the work
will be guided by the District
Agricultural Officers, Panchayat
Officers and Field Publicity Offi-
cers. T}.xe Forums will be instru-
mental in spreading knowledze
and application of improvéd
methods of agriculture and ani-
mal husbandry and bring about
an increase of agricultural pro-
duction in the areas in which
they are organized. It was felt
that an Organizer at State level
“Wwas necessary for proper imple-
mentation of the scheme of
Rural Forums.

The Conference, the announce-
ment adds, also discussed the
holghpg of drama seminars or
training courses in dramatics
preferably at the Social Educa-
tion Organizers Training Centres
to improve the quality of drama-
tic shows being put up by differ-
ent States to popularise the Plan
effort. The Conference consider-
ed the programmes of publicity
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envisaged by the States and the
Centre through the various
media such as pamphlets, films
sorcl)%jl and drama. ’ '
er subjects discussed
lated to the effective meansr:E
pubh'msmg the change over to
Metric System, including publi-
cation of reckoners, for the
gmc%ancg of consumers during
:pe interim period. On the ques-
éggtof running the Information
Cen res at Block headquarters,
p as felt that ful) responsibility
or the Centres lay with the

State Di
iy Directorates of Informa-

Seismograph Station At
Delhi

Equipped with a full
ped quota of
?ut}?matxc Instruments, Delhi is
lo ave one of the finest seismo-
szfrl;al observatories in Asia,
an anno -
aary 16, uncement of Jan
Construgtion work of the
Seismological Observatory at a
site on the ridge, near the Uni-
versity of Delhi, has been start-
ed by the Central Public Works

Department. The main vault,
which will house the seismo-
graphs, it is expected, will be
ready for installation of instru-
ments by the middle of this year.
The underground vault has been
designed specially to provide
against the effect of large tem-
perature variation and strong
winds.

A large number of seismo-
graphs of different characteris-
tics will be installed in this
underground room. The instru-
ments, which will be fully auto-
matic, will operate continuously
day and night and will be able
to record vibrations caused by
earthquakes occurring in any
part of the world.

Special provision has been
made to record local and regio-
nal shocks, ranging in intensity
from minor unfelt tremors, to
strongly felt shocks.

The present site on the ridge,
which is away from busy
thoroughfares, will provide the
instruments with a firm rocky
foundation and ensure that the
records will be free from vibra-
tions caused by movement of
heavy traffic.

GOVERNMENT DECISIONS ON
COMPENSATION TO D.Ps

.A' Press Note issued by the
Ministry of Rehabilitation on
January 18 says:

Since the Compensation Act and
Rules' were passed in 1954-55, pro-
gressive concessions have been
announced both to claimants and to
non-claimants in the matter of
allotment of houses.

As a result of these concessions
more than 80 per cent of properties
in the compensation pool have been
made allottable and can be trans-
ferred to the occupants, whether
clai.mants or non-claimants. Non-
claimants are permitted to pay 20
per cent of the price in cash and
the balance in seven annual instal-
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ments. They have also been allow-
ed to associate claimants towards the
payment of instalments. Small
elaimants whose compensation was

not sufficient to cover the price of

the houses, were given the conces-
sion of associating other claimants
and of payment by jnstalments in
seven years. In addition to these
concessions, rent has also been re-
mitted in regard to allottable houses
occupied by displaced persons with
effect from October 1, 1855 and in
certain cases even from prior dates.

In spite of these concessions, it has
been noticed that particularly in the
smaller towns, claimants are reluct-
ant to take properties in their occu-
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patioh as compensation against thelr
claims. This action is hindering the
finalization of compensation cases
and is delaying the completion of
the compensation scheme.

It may be pointed out that the
whole intention of the compensation
scheme was to transfer properties
which had been abandoned by Mus-
lims in India to displaced persons
who had abandoned similar proper-
ties in Pakistan. In the case of
priority categories, ie. persons
whose need for cash was paramount,
the Government has been paying
their compensation in cash instead of
in the shape of property. Most of
the 60,000 and odd persons in this
category have already been paid off.
Small claimants, i.e. claimants with
claims under Rs. 10,000 in value are
also paid in cash and a very large
proportion of such claimants have
received payment. The Govern-
ment has already paid about Rs. 50
crores in cash as compensation.

In view of the fact that tht cash

"resources of the country and of the

pool do not permit the payment to
all claimants in cash, it may be
emphasized that claimants living in
allottable property cannot expect to’
be compensated otherwise than by
the transfer to them of the property
in their occupation. Up to now, the
refusal to accept such property by
claimant has merely resulted in the
deferment of compensation. The
time has now come, however, when
such cases have to be finalized and
steps have to be taken to effect the
transfer of such properties to their
occupants. :

In order to make the position clear,
the Government have decided that
where any person having a veriiied
claim for urban or rural-property 1s
in sole occupation of any property
which is an allottable properly and
he refuses to accept the transfer of
such property in satisfaction of his
claim, his claim shall be paid as
follows: —

(a) If the net compensation due
to him covers or exceeds the
value of the property, his
claim shall be deemed to have
been satisfied to the extent of
the value of this property.

(b) It his net compensation docs
not cover the value of the pro-
perty but is not less thun 20
per cent of it, he shall not be
paid compensation in cash, but
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will be given & statement of
account and the property will
be transferred to somebody
else. .

(c) If the net compensation due to
him is less than 20 per cent
of the value of the property,
he will be paid cash if he is
entitled; otherwise, he will be
given a statement of account
enabling him to purchase other
property in the pool.

The effect of these decisions will
be that displaced persons who are in
sole occupation of allottable proper-
ties will no longer be able to defer
the settlement of their claims by re-
fusing to take the property in their
occupation. This will have the effect
of finalizing a very large number of
cases and of enabling the Govern-
ment to wind up the compensation
scheme within the period planned.

FARMING MACHINERY
FOR DANDAKARANYA

A new Delhi announcement
made on January 25 says that
in pursuance of the decision
taken by the Government of
India to close the camps of dis-
placed persons in West Bengal
py the end of July 1959, nearly
35,000 displaced families will be
moved to Dandakaranya. Of
these 29,000 will be agricultur-
ists.

To provide lands for these per-
sons and also the resident tri-
bals, agricultural land will have
to be reclaimed, and that too
within about three years. This
is proposed to be achieved by
three methods, namely, by fully
mechanized units, by man-power
with the support of machinery
and by man-power alone aided
by hand tools, such as, chain-
saws, pick axes, winches, etc.
For tnis purpose, five fully
mechanized units of the Central
Tractor Organization have been
taken cver by the Dandakaranya
Administration.

Two more units of the Cen-
tral Tractor Organization are
expected to be transferred to the
Aaministration by June, 1959.
Each unit consists of 15 big trac-
tors with special attachments for
the many operations involved.
The total cost of the machinery
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and spare parts taken over from

‘the Central Tractor Organization

is nearly Rs. 60 lakhs. It has
also been decided to purchase
two new fully mechanized units
and seven subsidiary units in-
volving a further expenditure of
about Rs. 1.5 crores. The entire
order for the new machinery has
been placed with the Director-
General of Ordnance Factories.
The Director-General of Ordnan-~
ce Factories has undertaken to
supply the entire requirements
of machinery by the end of
August, 1959.

By October, 1859, it is ex-
pected that about 200 tractors
will be operating in the Danda-
karanya area. 'Yhis will repre-
sent the largest concentration of
reclamation equipment in any
single project.

LOK KARYA TRAINING
CENTRE

Inaugurating the All-India
Lok Karya 'lraining Centre at
Ashoka Vihara, Mehrauli, near
Dein1 on January 1Y the Union
Minister for rlanning, Shri
Gulzarilal Nanda, said wnhat the
emphasls in the programme of
the Lok Karya kshetras (Peo-
ple’s Programme areas) was on
people; 1t was in tact a people’s
programme, to be implemented
Ly lnem in a manner best suited
to their needs. 1t this scheme was
successtul, he added, strong
toundations for the Bharat Sevak
Samaj would have been laid.

T'ne Mehrauli Centre has
about 60 trainees from all over
tne country. The training would
last thiree months.

he Lok Karya Kshetra Schemae
of the Bharat Sevak Samaj is pri-
marily aimed at assisting the people
in the organization of programmes
mainly based on the utilization of
voluntary labour and local re-
gources. It is a medium through
which the Samaj seeks to initiate a
process of transformation whereby
developmental -work will resolve
itself into people’s programme with
official participation and coopera-
tion, wherever needed. In this task,
the Bharat Sevak Samaj proposes to
work in full ce-operation with the
Ponchayals. The Scheme has been
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Sanctioned by the Planning Commis-
sion and it is proposed to establish
100 Kshetras in the first instance.

Women’s Study Team
From Sikkim

A Study Team consisting of
three women from Sikkim is
touring the country to study the
working of Social Welfare Pro-
grammes sponsored by the Cen-

tral Social Welfare Board, with
a view to setting up similar ser-
vices in Sikkim.

The members are visiting a
number of Welfare Projects and
institutions run by the State
Social Welfare Advisory Boards
In various States,

The team which is on a five-
week visit to the country has
been sent by the Government of

Sikkim at the invitation of the
Government of India.

DHANBAD CONFERENCE ON

SAFETY IN MINES

The conference on safety in
mines, which concluded at Dhan.
bad on January 29, has drawn u
a comprehensive set of recom13
mendations aimed at preventin
mine accidents. ong thg

measures suggested are de -
ment of safety conscio::rlxgls)s
among the staff and workers and
stabilization of the labour force
The conference, which was
attended by technical ex ertss
representatives of workerspe ’
ployers and Government ' aglci
Members of Parliament’
presided over by Shri Ablq As

Union Deput ;
Labour. puty -Mlmster for

Regarding methods i
ment, the conference Fefltr i‘ﬁ,ﬁ?i
stable and permanent labour
forc;e would go a long way in en-
suring safety in mines. for this
purpose, the existing methodg of
recruitment should be improved
A list of workers retrenched ox:
likely to be retrenched should be
maintained by the Mineg Wel-
fax.'e Organization or any other
Suitable agency. Workers 0
this list should have first clairg
on future vacancies. Ag far as
possible, lcical labour should pe
given preference ov i
workerg er outside

Causes Of Fatigue

The conference suggested
a body of experts should cathr:;

Indian $nformation

out a scientific study of causes ot
fatigue. It should also examine
the question of working hours.
Since physical fitness of workers
helped in reducing accidents,
they should be medically ex-
amined at the time of first
appointment and subsequently
évery two years. A high pri-
ority should be given to the ques-
tion of housing for mine workers
and supply of wholesome drink-
Ing water and sanitary arrange-
ments in their colonies.

The conference was of the
view that without competent and
dependable workmen, operators
and officials, no programme of
safety in mines could make any
headway. It therefore suggested
the setting up of a sub-committee
to examine the entire question
of training schemes and the per-
sonnel who would receive this
training.

Regarding safety education,
the conference felt that schemes
to make the mining staff safety-
minded should not only give
necessary knowledge about safe-
ty but also instil in them a sense
of discipline and the right atti-
tude towards safety. The chief
aim should be to make them
want safety,

For the senior managerial
staff, a quarterly safety bulletin
should be brought out and safety
conferences should be held at
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least once a year. For other
officials and workers, accident

prevention courses should be
itroduced. First aid training
amongst mine workers should be
intensified and safety weeks
should be held frequently. Safety
awards should be instituted and
officials’ safety meetings should
be held at the mine-level.

Technical Measures

The conference felt that a
committee should conduct in-
vestigations with a view to mak-
ing more specific regulations
about the standards of ventila-
tion and lighting. The use of
open lights should be prohibited
and precautions relating to the
use of electricity should be in-
corporated in the Mines Regula-
tions instead of in the Indian
Electricity Rules, as at present.

Regarding the problem of in-
flammable gas, it was felt that
more attention should be paid to
analysis of air in the mines and
only specially trained persons
should be employed on the job.
It was suggested that a technical
sub-committee be appointed to
consider the problems created by
coal dust and to suggest mea-
sures to deal with them. Where
heat and humidity were above a
specified level, the duration of
shift should be reduced or other
suitable procedures adopted to
make allowances for those.

The conference agreed that
constant efforts should be made
to raise the standard of handling
and use of explosives. The possi-
bility of using substitutes for
breaking coal in gassy .mines
should be explored. In all the
mines above a prescribed size a
qualified person should be
appointed as safety officer. It
was proposed that suitable
awards should be introduced for
exceptional acts of courage dur-
Ing rescue work. A medical ins-
pectorate should be set up with-
in the Mines Department to
undfertake regular industrial
hygiene surveys in mining areas.
Steps should be taken for the
manufacture in India of essen-
tial safety material.

It was suggested that the defi-
nition of Agent in the Mines Act
should be amended to include
every person, other than a own-
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er or agent, who takes part or
has any effective say in the
technical management of the
mine. Regarding periodical re-
examination of persons holding
gas-testing certificates, 1t was
agreed that every such person
should be required to have his
certificate renewed at stated in-
tervals.

The conference felt that no
safety official should be dismiss-
ed on grounds relating to .safety
unless his case had been discuss-
ed in the Pit Safety Committee.
It was considered desirable that
workmen should have the right
to get the mines inspected by
their chosen representatives, who
should not, however, deal with
matters relating to wages, labour
disputes, etc. At every large
mine, a Safety Committee should
be set up to discuss matters re-
lating to safety. )

The conference endorsed, with
a few changes, the general re-
commendations made by the
Court of Inquiry into the China-
kuri Colliery Accident.

HOUSING SCHEMES
FOR WORKERS

During December, 1958, a sum
of Rs. 61,12,820 was sanctioned
by various State Governments
for the construction of 1,206 tene-
‘nents under the Subsidised
Industrial Housing Scheme.

The Rajasthan Government
proposes to construct 200 single-
room and 50 two-room tenements
at Sriganganagar at an estimated
cost of Rs. 824500, Fifty per
cent of the cost will be in the
shape of subsidy and 50 per cent
loan.

West Bengal will build 608
single-room and 160 two-room
tenements at Khardah (384 one-
room and 96 two-room) and at
Bellur (224 one-room and 64
two-room). The estimated cost
of the project, which is Rs. 46,86,
400, will be divided equally as
loan and subsidy. .

The Rajapalayam Industrial
Workers’ Co-operative Housing
Society has been sanctioned a
sum of Rs. 6,01,920 (Rs. 4.34.720
loan and Rs. 1,67,200 subsidy) for
constructing 100 one-room apd
88 two- room tenements at Raja-
palayam.
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" Welfare Centres, mainly
with the purpose of impart-
ing vocational training to the
wives of colliery workers,
and elementary education to
their children, were started
in April 1947, and by the end
of 1958, there were fifty-two
such Centres. .

In these Centres, workers’
wives not only get training
in crafts like sewing and
knitting but are also advised
on family planning, civic
duties, hygienic and econo-
mic methods of food preser-
vation etc. Radios, gramo-
phones and magazines are
supplied in these centres for
providing recreation to those
attending them. Further, 194
women were made literate
in these Centres in 1957-58,
bringing the total since the
scheme in 1955 to 449.

544 children were on the
rolls for elementary educa-
tion on March 31, 1958. Free
supply of garments to child-
ren twice a year has been
sanctioned by the Govern-
ment, and every working
day, fruits and UNICEF milk
powder were distributed to
the children. Weighing ma-
chines, multi-vitamin tablets
and health cards were pro-
vided at all the centres and
arrangements were made for
periodical medical check-ups.

Adult Education

There were 53 adult edu-
cation centres functioning by
the end of 1958. In these, the
total enrollment was 8,300,
and 5.487 persons were made
literate by the end of the
t year. At these centres
' labourers were given lessons

Disputes In Petroleum
Industry

There was general agreement
between  representatives  of
petroleum companies and work-
ers, who met in New Delhi
on January 20 that their differ-
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WELFARE CENTRES FOR COLLIERY
WORKERS

_ period not exceeding 6

on labour laws, current
affairs, civic duties and ele-
mentary principles of hy-
giene and nutgition. Each of
these centres possess small
libraries. During the year, 56
lectures were arranged and
‘excursions were arranged to °
places like the Sindri Ferti-
lizer factory, Maithon dam
etc., At these centres, the
mobile cinema units gave a
total of 627 film shows.

Medical Facilities

In the hospitals more than
3 lakh people were treated
in 1957-58 and a sum of Rs.
13,386 was spent for supply-
ing artificial limbs to. dis-
abled colliery workers. There
is also a scheme by which
patients, if they are the sole
earning members in their
families, are given, fdr a

months, monthly allowance
with a maximum of Rs. 50.

Maternity and Child Wel-
fare Centres-are run on the
lines advocated by the Indian
Red Cross Society. Mid-
wifery service through train-
ed dais is made available for
cases registered in the Cen-
tres. Free distribution of
medicines, milk, fruits, ger-
minated gram, etc. is also
made available. Two T.B.
Clinics each with 12 beds
render useful service to col-
liery patients suffering from
tuberculosis. So far about 387
persons have been treated in
the hospitals. Beds have also
been resgrved in various
recognised sanatoria  for
treatment of colliery pa-
tients.

ences should be resolved through
negotiation or conciliation.

The meeting was convened by
the Union Labour Ministry fol-
lowing the demand of the Petro-
leum Workers’ Federation for
reference of its dispute with the
companies to a National Tribu-
nal. The Union Labour Minister,
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Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda, presid-
ed over the meeting, which was
attended by the Deputy Minister
for Labour, Shri Abid Ali, and
the Bombay Minister for Labour,
Shri Shanti Lal Shah.

It was agreed that in any
region where settlement had not
been reached between the em-
ployers and the workers in the
industry, negotiation should
begin immediately to arrive at a
settlement.

If the settlement was in respect
of a State in a region, it should
be made applicable, by agrees
ment, to other States in the
region. For instance, in the case
of Delhi region which comprises
€ States, any agreement that
might be reached in regard to
Delhi would apply to other
States as well.

It was further agreed that if
no mutual settlement was possi-
ble through negotiatibn or con-
ciliation, the dispute would be
referred to a tribunal in one of
the States of the region, and the
award of the tribunal would be
made applicable, by agreement
to other States in the region. ’

Ix} the case of Bombay, it was
decxded that conciliation pro-
ceedings would start immediate-
ly in respect of workers who had

not been covered b existi
n
arrangements. Y &

An immediate result of the
conferer_lce was that conciliation
proceedings in regard to the dis-
pute in Delhi began yesterday
afternoqn. A draft agreement
embodying the results of con-
ciliation was drawn up and pre-
sented to the parties concerned
for their signature.

Earlier addressing the meetin
?\lyﬁa Na}cndla sgid thagt it was wit}g1

€W 1o lending a helping hand
to straighten out things %n the
industry that the Centre had
convened this conference. On the
one hand, employers had filed
petitions in the Supreme Court
and, on the other, workers want-
ed their demands to be referred
to a National Tribunal. Never-
theless, Shri Nanda added that
industrial relations in the petro-
leum industry, on the whole
had been good. ,

Besides, he said, there had
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been in existence, regional set-
tlements reached between the
employers and the workers in
the industry. This pattern of
regional settlement had been
growing; it had functioned well
enough in some ways and per-
haps not so well in other ways.
But before breaking away from
this tradition of regional settle-
ments, they should see if these

:ettlements could not work bet-
er.

Industrial Disputes In
November 1958

_There were 94 fresh industrial
dls_pupes during November, 1958,
bringing the total number of dis-
putes current at any time dur-
ing the month to 128 including 12
lock-outs says an announcement
of January 30. In the previous
month, there were 92 fresh dis-
putes in 121 disputes current.

During November, time-loss
due to industrial disputes de-
creased by 87,583 man-days. The
average duration of disputes cur-
rent at any time during the
month was 52 days as against
7.6 days in the preceding month.

One hundred disputes termi-
nated during November. Of
these, 66 lasted not more than 5
days each and 10 lasted more
than 30 days each.

_ During the month, time-loss
Increased in “Agriculture and
Allled Activities” to 31,868, in
“Construction” to 13,310, in
“Electricity, Gas, Water and
Sanitary Services” to 11,871 and

in “Services” group to 808 man-
days.

‘West Bengal recorded the
highest time-loss (54.207), fol-
lowed by Madras (24,267), Rajas-
than (19.934), Assam (16,720)
and Kerala (16,317). Compared
to the previous month, time-loss
increased in Assam, Punjab and
Uttar Pradesh, and decreased in
other States.

For the manufacturing in-
dustry group, the index of indus-
trial unrest (base 1951=100) for
November was 24 as compared
with 44 in the preceding month.
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE
ON EMPLOYMENT

A 30-member Central Commit-
tee relating to employment,
has been constituted to advise
the Ministry of Labour and Em-
ployment on matters relating to
employment, creation of employ-
ment opportunities and the
working of the national employ-
ment service, says an announce-
ment of January 31.

Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda is the
Chairman of the Committee
which includes representatives
of all State Governments and of
central trade unions and em-
ployers' organizations. Besides,
the Committee has a representa-
tive cach of Small Scale Indus-
tries Board and the All India
Khadi and Village Industnes
Commission. The Director Gene-
ral of Resettlement and Em-
ployment is the Secretary.

The Committee according to
the announcement, will study
employment information and
assess employment and unem-
ployment trends both in urban
and rural areas and suggest mea-
sures for expanding employment
opportunities. It will advise the
Ministry on the development of
the national employment service,
deplovment of personnel re-
trenched on the completion of
development projects and deve-
lopment of youth employment
service and employment counsel-
ling at Exchanges. It will also
consider special programmes re-
lating to educated unemployed.
Besides, the Committee will
assess the requirements of train-
cd craftsmen and advise the
National Council for Training in
Vocational Trades on this matter.

JOBS FOUND BY EMPLOYMENT
EXCHANGES

An announcement made on
January 31 reveals that the em-
ployment Exchanges helped
21,037 persons to secure jobs
during December, 1958. This was
2,126 more than the number of
placements secured by Exchang-
es in the previous month.

The increase in placements
during Decemicr was mainly
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reported from West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar,
Orissa, Rajasthan, Bombay and
Madras. There was decrease In
placements in Kerala, Andhra
and Delhi.

Of those placed, 5,572 secured
jobs under the Central Govern-
ment, 9,810 under State Govern-
ments, 3,323 under quasi-Govern-
ment establishments and local
bodies and the rest under other
employers. ‘

The number of employers who
made use of Exchanges during
the month was 6,638 as compared
with 6,351 in November. The
number of vacancies notified by
them was 30,590, which was 1,563
more than the figure for the pre-
vious month.

During the month, 2,12,961 per-
sons registered at the Exchanges
as against 1,68,080 in November.
The number of persons on the
Live Register of Exchanges in-
creased by 24,268 to 11,83,299 at
the end of December.

Consumer Index For
Delhi In December

The rising tendency noticed in
the consumer price index num-
ber for working class for Delhi
since May, 1958, has reversed.
The index number (base shifted
to 1949=100) receded by 2 points
and stood at 118 during Decem-
ber.

According to the Labour
Bureau, Government of India,
the food group index number
receded by 3 points mainly due
to a fall in the prices of rice, dal
moong, dal arhar, mustard oil,
milk, potatoes and gur. The
fuel and lighting group index
number declined by one point
due to a fall in the prices of mus-
tard oil. The clothing group
index number also receded by
one point due to lower quotations
for markin and khadi. The mis-
cellaneous group index number
remained stationary.

On base 1944=100, the con-
sumer price index number for
Delhi for December was 155.96 as
compared with }58.90 for Novem-
ber.

On base shifted to August
1939=100, the consumer price
index number for Delhi for
December was 406.74.

Indian Information

PAYMENT OF SALARY
TO DELHI TEACHERS

According to a Press Note issu-
ed on January 28, by the Minis-
try of Education the Government
of India have taken an import-
ant decision to make advance
payments of quarterly grant-in-
aids to private aided schools in
Delhi, so that there should be no
trouble in future regarding the
disbursement of teachers’ sala-
ries at the beginning of every
month.

When the Government of India
examined the problem of delay-
ed payments, they found that
some private school manage-
ments found it difficult to make
regular disbursement of salaries
to teachers due to financial diffi-
culties and the shrinkage of
sources of private philanthropy.

The existing practice is to
give Government grants to the
school managements after the
salaries have been disbursed by
them. It was found that several
private managements did not
have adequate funds to meet the
salary bill in full from their own
resources first and then claim the
grant from the Government.

In order to avoid hardship to
‘the teachers and at the same
time to render financial relief to
the managements, it has now
been decided that the school
managements would be able to
draw the grants-in-aid in quar-
terly instalments in advance,
subject to the fulfilment of cer-
tain conditions.

The managements will be re-
quired to pay the salaries of the
teachers within the first week of
every month by crossed cheques
except in specific cases, such as
rural areas, where the Director
of Education could permit an
alternative mode of payment. All
the Heads of schools will also be
required to furnish every month
to the Director of Education a
certificate or such evidence as
may be prescribed by the latter
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to the effect that full payment of
salaries to the teachers has been
made by the school ranage-
ments.

The Government of India have
also directed the Delhi Adminis-
tration to exercise strict control
over the managements of private
aided schools and to see that, in
future, defaults do not occur in
the regular and timely payment
of salaries, Institutions indulg-
ing in dubious practices will run
the risk of their recognition
being withdrawn.

To improve the financial posi-
tion of the teachers in the pri-
vate schools, the Government of
India have further issued orders
for raising the employers’ rate of
provident fund contribution from
the existing 63% to 83% with
effect from the July 1, 1958. The
minimum rate of teachers’ con-
tribution to the provident fund
has also been raised to 83%.

ASSENT FOR RAJASTHAN
BILL

The President has given his
assent to the Rajasthan Suits
Valuation Bill, 1958, says an
announcement of January 19.

The Bill seeks to unify the law
relating to valuation of suits for
jurisdiction purposes throughout
the re-organized State of Rajas-
than. It follows closely the pro-
visions of the Suits Valuation
Act, 1887, passed by the Centre.

WAREHOUSES FOR
RAJASTHAN

The President has given his
assent to the Rajasthan Ware-
houses Bill, 1958.

The legislation has been pro-
moted to increase warehousing
facilities in Rajasthan during the
Second Five Year Plan period.

Accepting the recommenda-
tions of the Rural Credit Survey
Committee, the Centre enacted
the Agricultural Produce (Deve-
lopment and Warehousing) Cor-
poration Act, 1956, to increase
warehousing facilities in the
country for agricultural pro-
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ducts. The Act empowers State
Governments to set up State
Warehousing Corporations.

Anti-Profiteering Bill
- For W. Bengal

The President has given assent
to West Bengal Anti-Profiteering
Bill, 1958, says an announcement
made on January 29.

The Bill, which seeks to re-
place the Anti-Profiteering Ordi-
nance, empowers the Govern-
ment to fix the maximum or
minimum prices to be paid by
the purchaser for certain essen-
tial commodities mentioned in
the Schedule to the Bill. The

Government is also authorized to,
take action to check profiteering ,

in the commodities listed in the
Schedule.

The Anti-Profiteeri Ordi-
nance, 1958, promulgated by the
Governor of West Bengal on
QOctober 22, 1958, after obtaining
the prior instructions of the
President, was considered neces-
sary to effect ‘measures for
checking the rise in prices and
preventing profiteering by deal-
ers in the essential commodities.

ASSENT FOR U.P. ESTATES
ABOLITION BILL

The Uttar Pradesh Govern-

ORDNANCE CORPS
OFFICERS’ MEET

Lt.-Gen. K. P. Dhargalkar
new Master-Generalg of b:'}:l(3
hance, Army Headquarters,
opened the sixday annual senior
Ordnance Corps Officers’ confer-

ment Estates Thekedari’ Abolls
tion Bill, 1957, has received
President’s assent, according to
an announcement of January 24.

The Bill abolishes the Theke-
dari system prevalent in Govern-
ment estates in nine districts of
Uttar Pradesh with a view to
bringing the rights of people In
these areas in line with rest C}f
the State. The existence of this
system had made it difficult for
Government to introduce 1In
these areas the scheme of land
reforms outlined in the Uttar
Pradesh Zamindari Abolition and
Land Reforms Act, 1950.

improving their output and effi-
ciency.

Major-General R. N. Nehra,
Commandant of Ordnance Ser-
Vls:sd, Army Headquarters, pre-
sided. \

visit.

The British Air Chief, who left
the United Kindom on January
10 on a 20,000 mile flight to visit
units of the Royal Air Force
overseas, left for Bangkok early
on January 16.

January 18 — Th

on a fortnight's visit

__ The 46th session of the Indi

e awards given by the Sahitya Aka-

EVENTS AT A GLANCE

JANUARY 16 TO 31

24 — The first blast furnace of the Rourkela

. . ioned
i ding books 10 plant is commissione

promoting a sense of partnership  BRITISH AIR CHIEF IN DELHI _ demi for the most outstan
and co-operation. They should Marshal of the Royal Air b Todisn languages are announced e s, Chiet amistr of West
give greater thought to the wel- Force Sir Dermot A. Boyle, s o s
fare aspect of lalléour “ihich, he Britain's Chief of the Air Staff, Bengal, lays the foundation

~ Dbointed out, would go along way arrived in New Delhi on January . o " " e
towards their contentment thus 15 from Karachi on a one-day o] — The Duke of Edinburgh arrives in Delhi _ Kangsabati Dam a

— The annual meeting of the Association of

an Science

Congress begins in Delhi .

Scientific Workers is inaugurated by the

Prime Minister in New Delhi

— Dr. J.C. Ghose, emihent scientist and

eénce on January 19. It was
attended by Brigadiers Ordnance
of Commands and Commandants
of Ordnance Depots, installations

and training establishments all
over the country.

i issi i to teachers are
member of the Planning Commisstion, 95 — The National Awards

given by the President, Dr. Rajendra
passes away i .

Prasad, at a function in New Delhi

Ifjimlia & The j_

23 — The 63rd birthday of Netaji Subash

Lt.-Gen. L. P. Sen, who recent-
ly relinquished his appointment
as Master-General of Ordnance
to become Chief of General
Staﬁ, Army Headquarters, add-
ressing the conference laid
emphasis on the need for great-
er and greater indigenous pro-
duc?ion of defence stores and
equipment in view of the acute
shortage of foreign exchange.
He pointed out that they should
not only focus more attention in
saving foreign exchange, but
should also have an eye on
effecting maximum possible
economy in all aspects of Ord-
nance functional activities in-
cluding its huge manpower orga-
nisation. While noting the exist-
ence of cordiality in labour rela-
tions, Lt.-Gen. Sen said that in
- this respect their attitude should
be one of positive approach by

Indian Information

INDIAN ENVOY TO
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

A Press Note issued by the
Ministry of External Affairs on
January 29 says, Shri Bejoy
Krishna Acharya, at present
Joint Secretary in the Ministry
of External Affairs, has been
appointed Ambassador of India
to Czechoslovakia and concur-
rently accredited as Ambassador
of India to Rumania. He will
assume charge of his new assign-
megt towards the end of May
1959.

Indian Legation In
Vienna
A Press Communique issued
on January 29 by the Ministry of
External Affairs says that in
order further to strengthen their
mutual relations of friendship,
the Government of India and the
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Federal Government of Austria
have agreed to raise their respec-
tive Legations in Vienna and
New Delhi to the rank of
Embassies.

Diplomatic Relations
With Columbia

The Government of India and
Columbia consider it desirable to
encourage the knowledge of each
other’s people and to secure
closer contact and co-operation
between the two countries, says
a Press Note issued by the Minis-
try of External Affairs on Janu-
ary 16.

To this end, the two Govern-
ments have decided to establish
direct diplomatic relations,
through the establishment of
permanent Missions, at the level
of Embassies, in New Delhi and
Bogota.
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Chandra Bose is celebrated all over the

926 — Republic Day is celebrated

country

— Shri Vittal Chandavarkar, educationist

and industrialist, passes away

— India recognizes the new Government of \

Cuba

Government of India, Dethi

T it L she Direc ications Division, Minis X
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30 — Martyrs’ Day is observed

31 — The “India-1958" Exhibition comes to a

close in New Delhj
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A Set of Periodicals Projecting

INDIAN INFORMATION

A fortnightly journal containing news of
major national events, digest of proceedings in
Parliament, statements of Government’s Policies,
and information on the country’s planning and
development activities. A repository of valuable
data.

Per copy 30 nP. Annual Rs. 6.00

BHAGIRATH

A popular, illustrated monthly, describing the
mighty adventure of harnessing India’s rivers for
irrigation and power.

Per copy 25 nP. Annual Rs. 3.00
KURUKSHETRA

A monthly that tells the story of the Com;
unity Development Pregrammes in the country
Hlustrated with photographs and sketches.

Per copy 35 nP. Annual Rs. 4.00
METRIC MEASURES

A bi-monthly dealing with the different aspects
of the Indian weights and measures reform and
the science of metrology, of interest alike to lay-
men and specialists.

Per copy 40 nP. Annual Rs. 2.00

Effective media

INDIAS PROGRESS

and

DEVELOPMENT

KASHMIR

A monthly devoted to the life and problems of
Kashmir. Fully illustrated with paintings, photo-
graphs and sketches.

Per copy 50 nP. Annual Rs. 5.00

THE MARCH OF INDIA
(Monthly)

“A fascinating record of India in its onward
progress”.
— The Sunday News of India.

“Every item in the contents of the Journal is
interesting”.
— The Hindu.
Per copy Re. 1.00. Annual Rs. 10.00

) YOJANA
An intelligent man’s guide to India’s Five Year
Plans with a critical appraisal of the progress being

made in all spheres in all parts of the country.
Issued every fortnight in English and Hindi.

Per copy 10 nP. Annual Rs. 2.50
GRAM SEVAK

A lively monthly which covers the various
activities of the Gram Sevaks and other Com-
munity Development workers.

Per copy 16 nP. Annual Rs. 1.25

for advertising

Available from leading booksellers and news agenis or direct from

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

Post Box No. 2011
OLD SECRETARIAT. DELHI-8
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"~ WORDS OF WISDOM

Price POSTAGE

Rs. nP. Rs.nP.

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA

GANDHI

.1896 = -
Vol.1(1884:1896) Standard Edition 5.50 0.95

making is 8 fascinating subject
doubt that this volume and the
will be warmly welcomed no:
f India but all over the world.
—Tag HINDU

«Gandhi in the
and there is no
gucceeding volumes
only by the peopleo

PRESIDENT RAJENDRA PRASAD'S SPEECHES
Ist Series (1950-1952)
2nd Series (1952-1956)
«Dr. Prasad’s Speeches are a model of sincere,
Jucid and lofty expression.”

—THE TRIBUNE

4.50 each 0.85 each

| NGS
OCCASIONAL SPEECHES & WRITING
by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

1st Series (1952-1956)
7nd Serics (195_6-1957) 6.00cach 1.0 each

Edition
De luze 3.75each 0.75 each

Popular Edition

i which every-
«Volume of wisdom and humsmS:iu read with

one, whatever his background,
profit”. __AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU'S SPEECHES

Three (1953-1957)
Volume Popular Edition 6.50 1.00

of a series of volumes forming a chronicle

oTt}1 ;r; first decade of India’s freedom.
1949-1953)
Volume Two ( De luxe Edition  9.50 1.95
Popular Edition 5.50 1.15

(Registration charges extra)

EXPORT PRICES ON ENQUIRY
{railable from leading booksellers, or direct from

SUBLICATIONS DIVISION

pOST soOX 2011
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T a house for your family

by regular monthly savings wisely invested with
Government in the

COMULATIVE T1pyr DEPOSIT SCHEIF

DEPOSIT Rs. ] h
MONTHLY > $- 5 to Rs. 200 every mont

YOU Ggr FOR EACH Rs. 650 at the end of five
Rs. 10 MONTHLY ’ years; Rs. 1,450 at the end
of ten years.

DEPOSIT Limirs P Rs. 12000 for an individust

and Rs. 24,000 for two adujts
jointly.

YOUR POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK OR

Q NATIONAL SAvings
= ORGANIZATION
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Giod to aotint you with forther duails g

An inter-Services Guard of Honour
‘resting on their arms reversed®
wlile the Last Post was sounded
by the buglers on Martyrs’ Day at
Mahatma Gandhi Samadhi at
Rajghat

Marshal Josip Broz  Tito,
President of the Federal People’s
Republic of Yugoslavia and
Madame Jovanka Broz with the
artistes who staged a dance-drama

at Raj Bhavan, Hydenbad, in
their honour

The Railway Minister, Shri Jagjivan
Ram, addressing a Conference of
Chief Sec.rity Officers of Indian
Rallways in New Delhj




Republic Day
A Folk-Danee Pestival was held in New Delhi in connection wl‘th.t%:
eslebrations in whieh 21 troupes of Folk artistes from 17 States P"“"_ : demonslmion of
Picture above shows two of the artistes from Mysore who gave

o,

: / “Rxgehic Gana, an anelent form of Dance-Drama. Lstration of their
o s ‘p glow shows the troupe of Santhals from Bihar giving 8 demo
¥ dmg& Mgy won the Trophy of Saugest Natak Axademl this year
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