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INDIAN EDUCATION THROUGH THE AGES*

DR. V. N. SHARMA, Ph.D. (Heidelberg)

Z4FOREST, THE CENTRE OF
INDIAN EDUCATION

In India in all times, especially in the
pre-Buddhist Period there was no mate-
rial difference between the educational
organisation provided for children bet-
ween 7-14 years and 14-25 for their
training. The educational organisation
was of an unitary nature. The Forest
School is an example in this
connection ; it is a primary school;
it as a secondary school; it is a
high school as well as a University in
the Aryan scheme of Indian Education.
There is in it provision for kindergar-
ten as well as for high intellectual and
technical studies. We see in all ancient
books how children of seven years and in
some cases below that age even go to the

" forest hermitage and spend their student-

ship without any break under one or more
teachers, studying all the subjects one can

.get hold of in life. Hence it is very diffi-

cult to differentiate an old Indian School
from a High School or a University as
one can do in the modern educational
system. Not only were there the higher
schools and colleges in the modern sense
but also academies and research insti-
tutes, (Parishads), where one could

gain knowledge in sacred and secular

subjects ; or carry on intense medita-

tion and undergo spiritual training with-
out any break for decades. Hence
we see the forest hermitages of India
alone have nurtured the great streams of
Indian Culture and Civilisation in the
two great ages of Indian life, the Vedic
and Buddhist (Tagore : Essays on Crea-
tive Unity).

But as times passed ‘there came some -
sort of change in sthe ancient orgamsa-
tion. This we find in actual practice in
the later Buddhist Age; the Monastic
Universities and Colleges took up the
traditional Vedic and Post Vedic forest
system of Education and left the educa-
tion of the youth upto the age of 16 in
the hands of the local schools or in the
special schools opened in the monaste-
ries and temples for this purpose.

The Forest :

“Trees, creepers and denizens of the
forests are my companions. The birds
also are pleasing through their sweet
notes. The sky is the canopy, and the
earth the seat, my mind revels there. The
breezes make me feel the passing of
time. Songs about Hari form my
sustenances. This variety I enjoy with
zest. On account of this felicity I appre-
ciate residence in solitude. No blemish,
no voice can touch me there. There is

* A Chapter from Dr. Sharma’s Book on “Indian Education” written in German and

published in Germany.
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converse with my mind. And I hold dis-
course with my own Self ” (Poems from
Tukaram).

In such surroundings Indian sages and
seers founded their homes of learning,
their templzs of spiritual life. Such were
natural schools, universities and institu-
tions of higher learning. Life therc was
communal in every aspect of its.spirit.
Preceptors and pupils lived their full life
of harmony and {reedom as every sphere
of life—animate and inanimate—lived
in the womb of Mother Nature. They
gathered their fruit and fuel ; they took
their cattle to graze.

These surroundings were not only the
centres of intellectual life of Ancicnt
India but also centres of economic,
social and religious life.  They co-operat-
ed with the villages and towns round
them, cultivated the land, breeded cattle,
spun clothes, pressed oil from oil-seeds.
In other words they produced all the
necessities of life in co-operation with the
neighbourhood.  They were India’s
heritage and they were the chicf sources
of inspiration to the Indian mind.

The forest school known to Indians—
Asrama, Gurukula, Tapovan—is c¢ssen-
tially Indian and Aryan in origin though
it travelled from India to otner lands in
different forms and names. It embodies
the Community (Asrama) spirit in its
most complete available form, combining
the older and younger stages of evoiution.
The precept of Manu is that the life of
a student must have the following domi-
nant characteristics ; service, study, sim-
plicity, self-control. So the forest school
was the store house of these qualities for
the glory of God and the endowment of
mankind (Arundale : Asrama Ideal,

pp. 1, 2).

The Upanishads, time after time, are
not tired to give us a glimpse, a vivid pic-
ture of this forest school, its life, its
spiritual atmosphere and its peace and
serenity. Later classical literature as
well contains many beautiful and impres-~
sive pictures, the simple life of the tea-
cher, the taught and other inhabitants,
their contact with animals, plants and

other kingdoms of Nature, their frequent
touch with the cities and the royal courts
and the visits of the princes and nobles
approaching these homes of knowledge

and wisdom in a spirit of holy pilgrimage. .

Even after the forests were no longer
used-—as we see in the Buddhist Period
in particular—Indian Temples of Learn-
ing were built in * Iovely gardens, fragrant
with blossoms and shady with trees.” The
site of an insignificant village some times
was chosen, because of its beauty.

It was the desire of the teacher to
gather round this home of peace, bands
of students and form an academic atmos-
phere. We see in all ancient books and
in the Upanishads in particular how the
teacher prays the Lords of Wisdom for
more and more students, how the stu-
dents flock in large numbers to these tea-
chers, guarding their teachers, their house
and cattle, lest they should be taken away.
(Sathapatha Brahmana XI. 2, 6, 15).

EDUCATION IN VEDIC PERIOD
( to 1500 B.C.)

The earliest school life, as far as we
can trace from the ancient texts, was at
the home of the father. The father was
the teacher as well as the family
priest.. He imparted the highest know-
ledge through rituals and sacraments
(Sathapatha Brahmana X. 6, 8, 9).
The aim in this time was to prepare
the young and old alike for service to
the community through rituals and
other ceremonies centred round the Vedic
Sacrifices. The hymns and chants werc
taught by the father-priest-teacher to his
sons, nephews or pupils : geometry was
taught in connection with the design
of the altar, agriculture and botany to
sow the right sort of corn and seeds for
the worship etc. This was no doubt the
beginning of the Ancient Indian Educa-
tion. Later on a systematic instruction
in the Vedas was imparted, then auxiliary
subjects (Angas and Upangas) that ex-
plain and interpret the intricacies of the
Vedas,  As times passed on, these bran-
ches of studies increased in large number
and they found that a student covld not
acquire a mastery in all the Vedic sub-
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jects and therefore we see the foundation
of special schools for the study of indivi-
dual subjects. Accurate knowledge was
demanded in all these schools and we see
the various methods -adopted by the tea-
cher to make the student understand the
subject thoroughly and to see that he be-
came a living library in his branch ot
studies. Al the schools taught their sub-
jects thoroughly and intelligently. In all
studies whether undertaken by the ordi-
nary schools or the special schools, there
was no break either in the curriculum or
in the teachers.

The preliminary or elementary school
which introduced them to a young pupil
merged automatically into a higher
school or college in the modern sense,
when the student was ready to go deeper
into the mysteries of different subjects.
This tendency which had its origin in this
period, continued in the Post Vedic
Period and later on was maintained both
by the Buddhist Schoois as well as tht
other Institutions.

India owes a great debt to these special
schools which helped the growth of a
vast body of literature bearing on the
Vedic studies. According to Yaska, the
first commentator on the Vedas, there
were four different schools of Vedic inter-
pretation in his time; the schools of
Itihasa, Adhyatmika, Adhiyajnika and
Swabhvika. Many Vedic treatises were
produced by the scholars of these
schools and, as times passed on, stadents
of these schools preserved the treatises
produced by their respactive schools and
propagated them through their family
members in different parts of the land.
Even today, in India, many Brahman
families trace their ancestory to the pre-
siding heads of these schools and repeat
their names and the names of sage-
scholars who assisted them in their daily
prayers and take them as their family
heads (Gotra) or spiritual teachers of
their clans.

EDUCATION IN POST VEDIC
PERIOD
(Otherwise known as the Epic Age)
(1500 B.C. to 500 B.C.)

The Vedic System of Education as in
the olden days went on with its activities

in the forest hermitages themselves ; the
scope of their work, unlike in the Vedic
Age, was unlimited as we see now many
subjects in the curricula of studies: Both
the Ramayana and the Mahabharata,
many Puranas and the later classical plays
have preserved for us many interesting
descriptions of the centres of Indian
Learning. The Sutra writers who codi-
fied the manners and customs of the
Aryan community in their Institutes of
Law and Aphorisms (Smriti and Sutra)-
have also given us many instructive facts
of the system of education of this time.

The Ramayana introduces us for the
first time to some of the forest retreats
where sages and pupils devoted their time
to sacred sacrifices, studies and medita-
tion—the Asramas of Vaimiki, Bharad-
waja, Gautama, Agastya and other sages
renowned for their learning and austeri-
ties (Tapasya). Sii Rama in his exile
pays visit to them and spends his time as
their honoured guest. (The Ramayana :
Aranya and XKishkinda Kandas). The
writer of the Ramayana, Valmiki, gives
us some scenes of his own Asrama.

The Herniitage of Valmiki

Sitnated on the banks of the river
Tamas, it attracted students from all
parts of the land. Bharadwaja, one of
the scholars residing here was proficient
in all sciences and arts. The twin-sons
of Sri Rama were born here and brought
up by the revered sage as his own sons.
They were taught the Vedas, the art of
Music and. all complicated subjects of
philosophy (Stahana and Murcchana-
tatava). The world-renowned poem was
taught to the children here and through
them alone it was brought to the outer-
world (Uttara Ramayana 4th Sarga).

A classical dramatist, Bhavabhuti, in
his play Uttara Rama Charita, gives us
a vivid and impressive description of this
famous centre of Aryan Culture in the
early days of the Epic Period. We hear
that many guests—kings and sages—
can:2 there often for advice and consul-
tation.

As we come to the Maha Bharata we
have many detailed narratives of the
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forest institutions renowened in the Post
Vedic Age for their cosmopolitan
schemes of studies. The ideal University
was the {famous hermitage in the
Naimisharanya. The presiding perso-
nality was the aged Saunaka and many
learned men were attracted to this place
by the fame of this sage for his learning
and pious life. Great sacrifices were per-
formed here of which the most essential
accompaniment was the discourses and
disputations of learned men on religious,
philosophical and scientific topics.

Among the professors presiding over
different branches of learning here, we
see mentioned specialists in each of the
four Vedas, in sacrificial literature and
art, in Kalpasutras, in the art of reciting
the Sama Veda. Experts are also men-
tioned in Siksha, Chandas, Sabdha, Vya-
karana (Grammar) and Nirukta (Lexi-
cography). There were also philosophers
delivering discourses on Atma Vidya, in
Dharma. Different schools of Indian
Philosophy, Nyaya and Visheshika among
them, were represented. There were also
Logicians and specialists in physical
sciences and arts. There was also pro-
vision for the study of political and eco-
nomical subjects as well. In other words
the hermitage had opened its doors to
every branch of learning known and de-
veloped in those days. (Mahabharata
I. I. 1.). Further, many sage students
devoted their time to meditation. We
find how they were not satisfied with their
formal studies and how they invited
famous sages of other hermitages to visit
them and give discourses on all problems
of life. In this connection we see how
the renowned Suta visits them at their in-
vitation and gives discourses on spiritual
matters. We see also what methods he
followed to bring home his discourses to
this great gathering of revered sages that
sought his learning. Many Vedic treatises
bear the affix of the name of this famous
hermitage.

Further we witness many scenes of dis-
cussions on politics and economics as
. well as moral sciences by the sages : how
famous princes and nobles come to them
with their complicated political and eco-
nomical problems for solution and

advice. We also see how pupils enjoyed
the free and fearless pursuit of truth and
meditation all their life. (Maha Bharata.
Adi Parva I. 1. 1).

The Hermitage of Kanva :

Another famous hermitage of this age
was the Ashram of the sage Kanva.
There is an impressive picture of this
retreat in the Maha Bharata (Adi Parva
70th. Ch.). The famous ashrama of
Kanva was situated on the bank of Malini
River. Many sages (Rishis) were recit-
ing the hymns of the Rig Veda and many
others passages from the Sama Veda and
the Atharva Veda. In other parts of the
hermitage, Rishis who had specialised
various sciences and arts, the Vedas with
their commentaries, and versed in the
material sciences as well, and experts in
the speech of birds and lower animals,
were discussing with one another the
subtle points of their respective branches
of study. The sage teachers living here
were not all lonely recluses or celibates
cut off from the ordinary society of
women and the family. Some of them
formed family groups living with their
wives and children but none of them
spent their time in the amassing of wealth
and fame or material advancement like
ordinary householders. They had fre-
quent touch with the outer world
through frequent invitations to the domes-
tic ceremonies of the princes and rich
men. Their pupils included their own
children and also boys and girls from
the busy world.

An impressive scene of life in this
Ashrama Kalidasa describes for wus:
“Here at hand is seen on the banks of
the Malini river, the hermitage of Kanva,
the head of the community. Please enter
the hermitage and accept the hospitality
due to a guest. Behold there the delight-
ful pious hermit rites. . .one would know
even without being told that this is the
precinct of a pious sage. Here are wild
grains underneath the trees fallen from
the hollows of the trunks wherein par-
rots reside. In other places are observed
the polished slabs which are oily and
serve to beat the fruits of Ingudi
(Almond) into paste. The deer have
acquired confidence and listen to sounds
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without being disturbed in their move-
ments. And river paths are marked with
wet lines by drippings from the ends of
the bark garments of the hermits. Further
the trees have their roots watered by
water particles, wafted by brecze from
the ponds. The flowers’ red gleam is
dimmed by pious smoke. These young
deer move about leisurely and fearlessly
on the neighbouring close-cropped
forest lawns.” (Kalidasa : Sakunthala I
Act.)

Further Kalidasa tells us that Kanva
was known as the Kulapati of the hermi-
tage. Kulapati, in ancient times, meant
a great sage who fed and taught 10,000
students. Students remained here as
pupils of their revered sage, giving their
time to meditation and profound philoso-
phical study and also helping him with
the younger pupils (A University in the
Sakuntala by R. G. Kulkarni, Modern
Review, August 1923).

Takshasila :

Another centre of learning and scho-
larship was Takshasila, now known as
Taxila. When the place began its work
it is very difficult to say but it was well
known in the days of the Maha Bharata
as we see many references to the centre :
the Bhagavatha Purana also refers to
many sacrifices done here. King Jana-
mejaya often visited this place and him-
self took part in a famous sacrifice
(Satra Yaga). Its fame and glory was
in the early centuries of the Buddhist
culture and a detailed information of the
place will be given, therefore, when we
come to the progress and promotion of
learning in the Buddhist Period.

Other places :

Benares was also known in this period
as a famous centre of higher studies. Sa
also Ayodhya and Mithila. All the
ancient texts of this period refer to these
places. ,
.'-_-)/\f\ (To be continued)
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ATRO-ASIAN EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

By PAUL S. WELTY

The executive of the W.C.O.T.P. ap-
pointed a Preparatory Committee for
taking steps to organise an Afro-Asian
Teachers” Conference for the purpose of
taking eficctive steps for pronioting east-
west understanding and for strengthen-
ing teachers’ organisations. A preliminary
meeting of the members present at
Frankfort had an informal discussion on
the plans for the conference including
such items as topics for discussion —
associations to be invited as delegates
and observers and about the tentative
programime of the conference. The
members of the Preparatory Committee
are :

1. Mr. 5. Natarajan (India)

Chairiman

2. Mr. J. D. Aseervatham (Ceylon)
Secretary

3. Mr. Ricardo Castro (Philippines)
Member

4. Mr. U Myat Htun (Burma)
Member

5. Mrs. Ora M. Horton (Liberia)
Member

6. Dr. Paul S. Welty (W.C.O.T.P:

Secretariat)

Member

It was decided at this informal meet-
ing that the conference may be held at
Ceylon some time in April. The Com-
mittee could not meet, but by correspon-
dence it was decided to issue a question-
naire. The questionnaire was drafted
and approved by the members of the
- Committec and the Sescretary General
of the W.C.O.T.P. Taking note of the
suggestions received, the questionnaire
was redrafted and sent to the National
Association affiliated to the W.C.O.T.P.
and other organisations having fraternal
relations with the W.C.O.T.P. in the
Afro-Asian Regions, as it was agreed
that the former should send delegates
and the latter should be invited to send

observers. The Committee of the Ceylon -

Teachers’ Unjon was kind enough to
study the replies received and prepare
some working papers.

On March 6th, the Chairman of the
Committee visited Colombo and discuss-
ed with the Secretary of the Committec
and Executive Officers of the All Ceylon
Union of Teachers the plans and pro-
grammes of the Conference, the accom-
modation for the delegates and other
matters relating to the conference. With
the approval of the Secretory General of
the W.C.O.T.P. it was decided to have
the conference from 22-30 April, 1958,

A meeting of the Preparatory Commit-
tee was held on April 22, at Colombo
at 9-30 am. when the detailed pro-
gramme was finalised. The conference
was inaugurated by the Hon. Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandarnaike, Prime Minister
of Ceylon, who in the course of his
address stressed the importance of the
conference and paid tribute to the tea-
chers of the world in having played a
very important part in fashioning and
shaping the youth. He stressed the fact
that at this time throughout the world
and particularly in the Afro-Asian Re-
gions where many countries have recently
re-emerged in freedom the teachers’ role
was very crucial. In a world with all
kinds of conflicts, dividing man from man,
there was great danger that these con-
flicts if permitted to go too far
might result in an explosion that would
probably spell the destruction of the
human race. Mr. Bandarnaike said that
the great task facing the people of the
world today was to secure and achieve
unity in diversity and called upon tea-
chers to work for the realisation of the
cssential unity of a common humanity.
He said that the teachers assembled there
were in a very favourable position to
adjust their minds to that task as they
were dealing with the young, fashioning
their minds, training them to think- and
developing their character. He then re-
ferred to many pressing problems in the
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field of education in the Afro-Asian
countries.

The Conference also had the privilege
of an address from the Hon. Mr. W.
Dahanayake, Minister of Education,
Ceylon. He outlined the main difficulties
that they had to encounter in Ceylon in
the field of education. He said : * to put
it briefly to you my main problem is how
I can find the money to improve the
schools. I know how they can be
improved. I know in which direction
they can be improved. But I really do
not know how I could find so much of
money to improve them ”. This is the
problem which all countries and parti-
cularly the countries in this region were
facing. This wae followed by my out-
lining the programmme of the conference
and the task before the delegates. Mr.
A. S. Kanagaratnam; President, All-
Ceylon Union of Teachers welcomed the
delegates.

On the 23rd., there was a p'-nary ses-
sion which considered the theme of the
role of African and Asian Teachers in
the promotion of East-West understand-
ing. Mr. Teerath. Ram, President, Mala-
yan Teacher National Congress (in the
unavoidable absence of Prof. D. C.
Sharma of India) spoke of the culture of
Asia. The conference had the benefit of
another address later from Dr. F. L.
Bartels of Ghana. On the 24th Mr. E. E.
Esua of Nigeria, addressed the confe-
rence on ‘ Promoting the economic and
professional interests of teachers’.

Sir Ronald Gould, President of the
W.C.O.T.P. was kind enough to halt in
Colombo on his way te New Zealand and
graciously addressed the conference. The
conference then split up into two groups :
1. To consider the role of Afro-Asian
Teachers in the promotion of East-West
understanding and 2. in promoting the
cconomic and professional interests of
teachers. Mr. W. D. E. Perera of
Ceylon and Mrs. Mary Antoinette
Brown, Liberia acted as Chairman and
Rapporteurs of the first group. Mr. Isa-
belo Tupas (Philippines) and Mr. E. E.
Esua (Nigeria) acted as Chairman and
Rapporteurs of the second group.

Saturday and Sunday were spent on
excursions and the delegates were taken
to Sigeria and to Kandy where the Kandy
Teachers” Association were At Home to
the delegates. On Monday the reports
of these two groups were considered and
adopted. Then the Plenary Scssion took
up for consideration the topic “ Public
Support of Education ” and later “ Ways
of strengthening and developing Tea-
chers’ Organisations . The confercnce
then split up into four groups.

1. Public Support of Education;
2. Ways of strengthening ana develeping
Teachers’ Organisations ; 3. Curriculum ;
4, Text-books and other Teaching Aids.
The names of the Rapporteurs aund the
Chairmen of these four groups are given
below :

1. .Public Support. of Education -—
Chairman :  Mr, T, Qoshika
(Japan), Rapporteurs : Mr. Jose
V. Tuazon (Philippines).

2. Ways of Strengthening and Deve-
loping Teachers Organisations —
Chairman © Dr.. Doo Hun Kim
(Korea), Rapporteurs © Mr. Lum
Kin Tuck (Malaya).

3. Curriculum -— Chairinann . Miss
Christabelle Sein (Burma), Rap-
porteurs © Mr. G. W. Mulindwa
(Uganda).

4, Test-Books and other Teaching
Aids — Chairman : Mrs. Ora M.
Horton (Liberia), Rapporteurs :
Dr. (Miss) Y. Y. Ma (Hong
Kong). :

On the 30th at the Plenary Session,
the reports of these four groups were
received and the resolutions recommend-
ed by the Resolution Comimitice were
adopted.

The All-Ceylon Union of Teachers had
made cxcellent arrangements not only for
the comfortable stay of the delegates in
the Grand Oriental Hotel where the con-
ference sessions too were held but pro-
vided ample opportunities to the delegates
for urderstanding and appreciating
Ceylon and its ways of life. The Al
Ceylon Union of Teachers was At Home
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to the delegates on the 23rd April
Special dinner was provided in honour
of the President, the Vice-President and
Assistant  Sccretary  General of the
W.C.O.T.P. The Hon. Minister for
Education of Ceylon was At Home to the
delegates on Tuesday the 29th. April,
where he endeared himself to all the dele-
gates by the personal interest he took in
cveryone of the delegates and by the
interest he played in understanding how
several educational problems were being
tackled in the several countries. A spe-
cial film show depicting Ceylon Inde-
pendence Day celebration was also a
part of this At Home provided by the
Hon. Minister of Education, Ceylon.

The United Nations Organisation UNA,
UN, FAQO, 1LO and United Nations
Educational, Scientific & Cultural Orga-
nisation were represented at the Confe-
rence.

Two recommendations of the confe-
rence may be specially mentioned :

1. The conference resolved to re-
quest the W.C.O.T.P. to set up a Consul-
ative Committee for Asia and to request
the exccutive to allow the Preparatory
Committee to continue to work towards
the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Conference until such time
as the executive of the W.C.O.T.P. would
make other arrangements.

2. A “Teachers’ Charter ” should be
drawn-up by the World Confederation.
Towards that end, the Teachers” Charter
drawn-up by the All-India Federation of
Educational Associations is commended.

Special mention should be made of the
work of Shri Aseervatham, the Secretary
of the Preparatory Committee on whom
fell the whole burden of organising this
conference. I must also express my

thanks to the members of the All-Ceylon”

Union of Teachers and the Colombo
Teachers® Association for the very able
and valuable assistance and support they
gave to Mr. Aseervatham in this task., I
would like to record my debt of gratitude
to Mr. Ricarde Castro a member of the
Preparatory Committee for his valuable
help. For several sessions of the con-
ference, he had to take the chair and con-
duct the proceedings which he did with
remarkable ability and good humour. I
should also like to record my appreciation
of his work as Chairman of the Resolu-
tion Committee. The members of the
Resolution Committee had a difficult task
as they had to gét all the report of the
groups before they could finalise their re-
solutions. They worked till late on the
night of April 29, and did a mag-
nificient job. The resolutions were
adopted without any division at the con-
ference. I must also be permitted to ex-
press my grateful thanks to the Chairman
and Rapporteurs of the various groups,
to the members of the Preparatory Com-
mittee and to the President, Secretary
General and Assistant Secretary General
and the staff of the W.C.O.T.P. for valu-
ablc assistance rendered.

[The presidential address by Sri S.
Natarajan appearcd in our previous
issue.—Ed.] ‘

OUR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

SHAMSUDDIN, M.A., B.T., M.Ed., Raipur, M.P.

It would not be unjustifiable if an edu-
cated Indian is called a “ foreign pro-
duct.” This remark is on the basis that
the foreign education has been trans-
planted into Indian soil through our Uni-
versities and as such they are not able to
mirror the slightest tinge of the native
culture of the country. By the manipu-

lation of the strange Governmental hydro-
ponics the foreigners produced only
large armies of informed and westernized
individuals who are mere tools and cogs
of the machinery of administration. This
was the aim of the founders (all foreign-
ers) of our Universities which was suc-
cessfully carried out. In the eyes of our
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leaders and benefactors it (system of
universities) was a corroding thing for
the very soul of India, yet it is being
maintained inspite of the fact that India is
now a free country. Even today our Uni-
versities are producing armies of gra-
duates who are mentally no better than
those produced hundred years ago. If a
handful of Indians could win laurels in
the fields of science, philosophy or lite-
rature, it has not at all solved the great
problem and has not brought about the
necessary changes in our University edu-
cation. The present average Indian gra-
duate can in no sense be called
really a true Indian because the tradition
and the atmosphere in which he has
been brought up is not Indian. He can-
not be termed s a westernised man
either. In fact he belongs to a class of
people who have lost their moorings in
a stormy sea. And all this is due to our
University education which on the one
hand broadens the mental outlock of
students and multiplies their material
wants and on the other hand, undermines
their faith in tradition and culture.

It is a bitter fact that our Uni-
versity education has simply imitated
the western traditions, and has been
totally unsuccessful to integrate the west-
ern ideals with Indian ideals. In west-
ern countries, at least, they follow one
principle of university traditions right
from Abelard to Einstein but in India
there has been a yawning abyss between
the ancient Universities of Taxila and
Nalanda and their modern counterparts
in Bombay, Madras and Calcutta.  This

- abyss needs be bridged over if we realiy

and earnestly desire that our universities

should play their proper role in free
India. The burning problem of the day
is to create ferment which may direct re-
habilitation of Indian moral values in
University education. Those who are
holding the reins of University education
should realise the spiritual needs of the
nation by analysing the national charac-
teristics and reorientate the present system
of education in such a way that the pupils
may become perfect in Indian values of
morality, catholicity and spirituality
along with the acquisition of scientific
knowledge of the western countries,

Our Universities must provide true
education in order to make our pupils
truc Indians irrespective of caste, creed,
sex, race, or religion. It should provide
university of spirit which defies secta-
rianism and exclusiveness in all spheres
of life. 1In fact, true Indian spirit is
meant for synthesis and not for analysis.
It should bz complementary and not -
competitive. Thus in bricf our University
education should follow the real Indian
spirit and its traditions.

So, to conclude, I would request
the Indian FEducationists to give a
serious thought to the genuine need of
the hour and to find out a proper solution
at this juncturc when the three oldest
Universities of India have already celeb-
rated their centenaries. The Indian edu-
cationists should now reinterpret the self-
perpetuating spirit of India. They should
move heaven and earth to find out a new
but proper system of University educa-
tion so as to provide knowledge in its real
sense and produce worthy citizens of the
soil.



VALUE OF MUSEUMS IN SECONDARY EDUCATION

M. S. CHANDRASEKHAR, B.sc., F.B.S.

Curator, Botany and Geology Section,
Govt. Museum, Madras

In Greek the word Museum means the
Muses’ realm (a sacred temple). The
ancient Greeks viewed that the study of
philosophy was service rendered to the
Muses, and considered all fields of study
as philosophy. Any place of study there-
fore came to be referred to as a Muscum.
But later on. some degeneration set in
and the museums were considered merely
as repositorics of antiquities. In the
modern world the original meaning of
the word Museum, stands revived. There
are several types of museums : commer-
cial, advertising, propaganda, recreatio-
nal, educational, etc., based on the pur-
poses served. The educational museums
with which we are concerned, can be
further classified into several kinds in
accordance with the groups of persons
intended for, or the subjects dealt with.
Thus we have the children’s muscums,
school museums, college museumns,
science museums, art galleries, etc. There
may also be large all-in-one museums
dealing collectively with all the subjects
of study, and generally referred to as the
multi-purpose museums. The subject in
these pages confines itself to the school
museums only, or to that part of a multi-
purpose musecum, which caters for the
schools. The school museum is princi-
pally intended for the school children,
and should illustrate the school studies in
.all their aspects. Its value does not con-
sist so much in the number as in the
order and arrangement of its exhibits.

Secondary  education  interconnects
basic (and/or primary) education on one
hand and university education on the
other ; and it is also complete in itself
with aims and ideals of general culture,
so that the pupils passing out may take
up university courses or some career in
life.

It is therefore cof the wutmost impor-
tance, both for pursuing higher studies
and for becoming useful citizens, that a
proper understanding of the lessons is
ensured in the secondary education. To
achieve this objective, what can assist the
teacher better than the teaching aids?
There are so many such aids by utilising
which the teacher can render his own
task easy for himself. Of them all, the
visual aids seem to rank foremost in
importance. Time and again much
emphasis has been laid on the visual
aids, and any mention of them here will
only be superfluous.™ If the aid mate-
rials could be kept neatly arranged in
some definite order, and rendered attrac-
tive, will it not stimulate the latent inte-
rest in the students to study and under-
stand the objects better ? Herein comes
the value of a school museum. Even a
worthless object, when carefully mounted
and clearly labelled so as to bring out
some definite relation to the other
equally common objects, becomes inte-
resting and thus teaches a lesson.

A museum is as much a place of learn-
ing as any library. In a library we find
numerous books classified, indexed, and
arranged in an easily accessible order, so
that those who run may read. In a
museum too, we find the same service,
but with the difference that the books are
replaced with the actual specimens
studied.

The exhibits of a school museum can
be used as teaching aids by a teacher
when teaching a lesson. They (the exhi-
bits) do not therefore add to his burden,
but assist him in his work. The students
can also use the same exhibits as under-
standing or learning aids (!). The
museum enables the students to familia-
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rise themselves with the different, prac-
tical applications of scientific principles,
or with their own cultural history. It
facilitates also easy and comparative
study of even the widely-different and
widely-distributed specimens of natural
science.

Small, attractively-presented, school-
museum exhibits will also inspire the
students to collect and preserve similar
materials as hobbies. Objects easy to
handle such as for instance, feathers, in-
sects, shells, flowers, dry fruits, seeds,
minerals, rock samples, postage stamps,
etc.,, can be collected and preserved as
hobbies. They will throw open easy
roads to unlimited comparative studies of
the objects concerned.

The exhibits keep the students’ interest
in them sustained, if they are allowed to
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be freely handled and examined.  This
will also enable the students to perceive
the objects through the sense of touch in
addition to the senses of vision and audi-
tion. The exhibits thus rendered fami-
liar to the students, will be remembered
indefinitely by them, especially if the
study in the museum is closely followed
by group-discussions which, in their turn, .
will also develop ability to judge cor-
rectly and quickly.

It will thus be scen that the museums
in secondary education have a very im-
portant role to play, although their value
cannot bc gauged in precise terms of any
unit of measure. A secondary education
without the aid of museum exhibits, will
produce such men as those who can
boast of all (theoretical) knowledge of
swimming, without ever having entered
water at any time of their life !
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HARNESSING COMMUNITY SERVICE
FOR EDUCATION

Pilot Project in Tirunelveli

N. D. SUNDARAVADIVELU,
Director of Public Instruction, Madras

Today one notices in every nook and
corner of this State great awakening in
every field. The National Movement for
Freedom has not only helped the masses
to awaken from political slumber but
also to realise the intense and wurgent
need for social and economic emancipa-

tion. There is not a single village, where

an officer or a representative of the Gov-
ernment is not presented with a request
for a new school or for upgrading an
existing school, or for some other edu-
cational facility. This augurs well for our
new born Republic. Any one interested
in the welfare of this nation would capi-
talisc it to the utmost.

NEW BUILDINGS

When we travel through country
tracts, the only bright, good-looking
building that attracts one’s attention, in
nine out of ten cases, is the elementary
school building. One is filled with joy at
this spectacle of a decent school build-
ing for our iittle children. This is a great
contrast to the sad spectacle that officers
of the department had to witness some 20
years back, when the only building they
could point out for an elementary school
to be started, would be scmething like a
cow-shed. These new buildings are the
symbols of the people’s interest in edu-
cation and their determination to contri-
bute their mite to the cause of educa-
tion.

The people’s voluntary movement for
free school meals was inaugurated in
this State;in July, 1956, and by now it
has spread about to 10,000 elementary
schools, providing meals for about
2,80,000 elementary school children.
This does not include the 1,500 elemen-

tary schools, which provide mid-day
meals entirely at the expense of the tax-
payer. In addition, the scheme is func-
tioning in about 500 Secondary schools,
providing meals for about 25,000 stu-
dents entirely out of public subscription.
One area in  which all the Elementary
schools have this provision is the
National Extension Block of Kadambat-
tur in Chingleput District. Kadambattur
is a small village, the headquarters of the
Kadambattur N.E.S. Block, with a Rail-
way station, on the Arkonam-Madras
line. Though small, it happens to be the
headquarters of the National Exiension
Service Block. Some months back it
came to my notice that all the 76 schools
in that block were providing free mid-
day meals continuously for over six
months, Such a state of affairs could have
been possible only if two factors were
present. They are : that the public as a
whole were willing to sacrifice and the
teachers as a lot were co-operating with
the villagers and enjoyed their full confi-
dence for that long period.

LACK OF FACILITIES

A comprehensive and detailed survey
of the conditions and requirements of
every school in that block was made and
this was a revelation. It not only reveal-
ed that, here and there, fine buildings
were coming up but also revealed some-
thing which is true in many spheres of
our activities, viz., that the old institu-
tions were languishing, The school build-
ings, put up by our equally well-inten-
tioned forefathers, were getting dilapi-
dated, the doors were broken, the win-
dows were not there and the roofs were
blown off month after month. I came

HARNESSING COMMUNITY SERVICE . 3833

across buildings that were completely
inadequate, if not unsuitable as in the
above case. To quote one instance, a
fairly big Board lower clementary school
with an average attendance of 115 and a
staff of five tecachers had to its credit only
45 school places. Five teachers and 115
children had to carry on their work in
that cramped * big room” and still
results had to be produced !

A good number of schools in this
block had been converted into Basic
Schools. One of the basic activities of
any good basic school is education in
cleanliness, both individual and environ-
mental, Truth is stranger than fiction. In
this block it was found that most of these
Basic Schools did not have even a urinal
for either the teachers or the students.

INADEQUATE

This is true even of girls’ schools. One
sadly wonders if we are not caricaturing
Basic Education! Looking into the
inside of these buildings—both unsuitable
and inadequate—one found an equally
unsatisfactory state of affairs. Schools
which had not been white-washed for
years were in large numbers. Equally in-
adequate was the supply of teaching aids
and other equipment. In many schools
the blackboard was as white as good
bleached satin cloth. Garden was a thing
that was more talked of than seen in
most of the schools. This, in short, was
the actual picture of Elementary schools
in the block.

One can say with certainty that this is

-not an unusual picture but a typical pic-

ture of things at the -elementary school
stage. Continued concentration of atten-
tion, however urgent and deserving, at
other levels of Education, has affected
Elementary schools grievously.

AN EYE-OPENER

In one case when the headmaster of an
elementary school was questioned as to
what he had done for getting the school
building white-washed the reply, that
came out of him, was indeed an eye-
opener, and was the provocation for. a
new approach to the problem of keeping

the elementary schools in proper condi-
tion. The headmaster produced a big file
—a heap of correspondence from him to
the District Board and from the District
Board to the headmaster. Thie correspon-
dence related to a request of the head-
master for the sanction of a small sum
for white-washing the building. The cor-
respondence had ranged over four years,
but still the schoolhouse was not white-

-washed. On further questioning, the

headmaster said that whitc-washing that
school building would not cost more
than Rs.4 or 5. Actually the cost of post-
age on the correspondence from both ends
alone would have exceeded Rs. 10. It is
worthwhile pondering over the question
whether, after all, the best form of eco-
nomy is to look to an outside agency,
statutory or otherwise, for a petty little
expenditure on things like whitewashing
and blackening the * black-boards ” that
were no longer black.

PUBLIC CO-OPERATION

Even if the District Board had sanc-
tioned that amount promptly, wherefrom
would that money have come? It cer-
tainly should come from the tax-payer
either in the form of taxes or rates. Is it
not possible to decentralise the mainten-
ance of the village school and set the
local public to take the initiative to do it
at their own cost locally, without writing
to others and getting it from them even
though they might be willing to pay for it,
rather heavily ? These questions came up
to my mind. So a suggestion was made to
the teachers in every school to contact
the local public, not in a formal gather-
ing but informally, apprise them of the
requirements of each school, and suggest
to them that they might, in the interest of
their own children, supply locally, as
many of these requirements as possible.
Care was taken to see that nobody was
compelled to do anything nor was any
priority suggested to the public. The
choice and responsibility was left en-
tirely to the pleasure of the individual.

PRIORITIES

Having Listed out the requircments,
the teachers and the public, in consulta-
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tion with the officers, applied their minds
to the fixation of priorities. The priori-
ties depended, not always on the urgency
of a particular requirement but was de-
cided by the capacity and the desire of
the local public to come into the picture
and play their part. For instance, a school
may require white-washing, a time-piece
and additional accommodation. Addi-
tional accommodation may be thé most
urgent need as in the case of the school
cited above. But whether that project
was to be taken up first or not, will de-
pend on the capacity and preparedness of
the villagers to contribute adequately.
When it was found that the villagers could
make only o smull contribution, the pro-
jects that could be taken up were limited
to white-washing or/and the supply of a
time-piece, according to the resources
available. This helped the village com-
munity, as & whole to gain sclf-confi-
dence. A small job, done successtully, as
planned, will infuse greater confidence
and a better sense of achievement than a
substantial job, beyond their means
attempted successfully. The result was
that everywhere people came forward to
provide, if not all the requirements, at
least a good number of them and haye
promised the necessary material and
monetary contribution.

KADAMBATTUR CONFERENCE

Having harnessed public co-operation,
support and aid in this manner, a confer-
ence of all the teachers of the 76 schools
and the villace leaders was called at
Kadambattur, on Feb. 20. In'that confer-
ence headmasters of all the schools came
up to the dais one eofter another and
announced the name of his school, the
various things that he required and the
names of the donors that were undertak-
ing to provide some or all of the require-
ments in kind and cash. For all small
items, the donations were actually hand-
ed over at the conference in the presence
of the gathering, either in kind or cash.
For big schemes like construction of
school buildings, only 2 token donation
was given at the conference with the pro-
misc that the full amount would be pro-
vided as and when the work progressed.

TEACHERS' GESTURE

The cnthusiasm and the spirit of co-
operation was so infectious that at the

conference some of the elementary school |

teachers, who after all are not too well-
paid, came up spontancously to the dais
and donated a few small sums for one
thing or another. The result of this effort
to gather financial help from every vil-
lage was that schemes to the value of
Rs. 15,000 were undertaken and cash-
and-kind donations of the value of
Rs. 1,300 were handed over at the con-
ference to the persons concerned.

To summarise, 16 schools proposed to
put up additional buildings or effect re-
pairs to buildings. 18 schools proposed to
supply additional furniture or equipment
or maps and charts or other teaching aids.
8 schools proposed to put up latrines
and urinals. 6 schools have taken up
the supply of clothing to the poor pupils.
33 schools have taken up the supply of
books and slates, including library books.
21 schools proposed to improve their
gardens. 6 schools undertook to supply
time-pieces. 5 schools proposed to white-
wash school buildings. 4 schemes related
to the introduction of bee-keeping in
schools. One school proposed to start a
Poultry Farm. 22 schools have taken up
supply of cooking vessels and drinking
water tubs. 61 schools undertook addi-
tional enrolment. of children and 24
schools to acquire poromboke lands for
playground and/or gardening.

These schemes were expected to be put
through in the course of three or four
months. A tour of this Block early in
July, 1958, revealed that all small
schemes have been completed, bigger
ones are being implemented as per the
plan, and the question of acquisition of
poromboke lands, is under active consi-
deration.

“ CONTAGION ” SPREADS

This “ contagion ” of public co-opera-
tion and contribution for the improve-
ment of schools spread to the neighbour-
ing Bleck of Tiruvellore in the same dis-
trict. There, schemes to the value of
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Rs. 25,000 were undertaken and dona-
tions of Rs. 13,000 in cash and kind
were actually presented at the confer-
ence. It has now been found that this was
1ot a momentary enthusiasm, but a sus-
tained effort,

An Officer of the Ministry of Com-
munity Projects, Government of India,
came to the conference by an accident.
By this the Ministry of Community Pro-
jects, Government of India, werc ap-
prised of this Pilot Project in our State.
It caught their imagination and the
Ministry realised the potentialities of this
new endeavour in community service for
education.

We can be proud of the fact that this
project has been commended by them to

all the other States in India.

MOVEMENT GATHERS
MOMENTUM

Till then, this new Pilot Project was
like a lonely path in the wilderness, Tt
was not yet the high way to progress.
But when the Government of India consi-
dered it fit to commend it to other States,
it made us, the Officers of the Education
Department of Madras State, feel more
responsible, and it called for more wide-
spread and sustained efforts on our part
so that, we, the pionsers, may not be
found ultimately lagging behind. To this
end, this experiment which started as a
Pilot Project was taken up on a systema-
tic manner throughout the State.

As usual, the silent school master has
taken to it quietly, though enthusiasti-

“cally, and is doing his best in national re-

construction. It is gratifying to note that
the public have also rcalised not only the
need for more and more education for
every one but also have realised that, if
not the pleasure and proud privilege of
fighting for the freedom of this country,
at least the equally intense pleasure and
proud privilege of working for freedom
from ignorance could be theirs. So, most
of the Development Blocks in every dis-
trict are vying with each other, because
the public do not want to feel that they
have missed one more golden opportunity
of serving our Motherland. The Officers

of the department, with the co-operation
of Officers of other departments, espe-
cially of the Development Department,
and the support, both moral and mate-
rial of the public at large, are organising
such comprehensive educational develop-
ment projects.

AT VALLIYUR

It was only the other day, viz., on
July 25, that Mr. C. Subramaniam,
Minister for Education and Finance,
inaugurated a well-attended and success-
ful Co-ordination Conference for this pur-~
pose at Valliyur N.E.S. Block of Tiru-
nelveli District. To the pleasant surprise
of the Minister- and even the organisers
of the project, cash to the value of
Rs. 28,000 was actually handed over to
him for various schemes for the improve-
ment of schools. Each cne of the 102
Elementary Schools in the Block area was
provided at that conference with a nucleus
of a library consisting of about 46 books.
The usual schemes for improvement like
provision of additional accommodation,
white-washing the schocl buildings,
supply of furniture, laying out gardens,
supply of books and slates, charkas,
beehives and seedlings have also been
undertaken. The total cost of all the
schemes undertaken in this Valliyur Block
comes to Rs. 1.27 lakhs. The plan is
that petty little items like minor repairs,
maintenance etc., of schools should be
looked after by the local community
itself, without depending on any outside
agency, statutory or otherwise.

STUDY CLASSES

One special feature of the schemes
undertaken for improvement of education
in this Block is the organisation of
Supervised Study Classes in the nights for
day scholars who are slow learners and
who liave no facilitics at home for study.
This has been undertaken in as many as
21 Higher Elementary Schools.

A similar conference has been inau-
gurated at Tisayanvilai of Radhapuram
N.E.S. Block of Tirunelveli District on
July 28, by Mr. K. Kamaraj. As expect-
ed it has proved a great success. A total
of 666 schemes have been undertaken for
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the improvement of the 103 schoals in
the N.E.S. Block arca, at a cost of
Rs. 1.33 lakhs. Towards this a sum of
Rs, 41,000 was actually handed over to
the Chief Minister at the conference.
Both from the point of view of the num-
ber of schemes undertaken and the
amount contributed, the Tisayanvilai Con-
ference has proved to be the most fruit-
ful of the projects so far undertaken.

NEW PATH

This new path has given us the oppor-
tunity of canalising the ecnthusiasm and
the spirit of sacrifice of the public for a
crying social need. 1t is expected, that
by sustained effort, it will be possible to
ensure that in future the school will be

really the school of the village commu-
nity, both with regard to its utility and
with regard to the responsibility for its
maintenance. Corporate authoritits need,
then, come into the picture only for big
schemes which will not be within the
capacity of the small village community.

This new approach is so novel and
untried that it 1s natural to be sceptical.
The enthusiasm is so remarkable that it
could be believed only by actually wit-
nessing it.  So let every one, whether an
officer or a teacher or a citizen, dedicate
himse!f to this new and noble endeavour
of Coordinated Community Development
with a real understanding of the value of
this scheme and full Faith in the Funta-
mental Goodness of our people.

THE S. I. T. U. BENEVOLENT TFUND

Serial subscription numbers of mem-
bers who have renewed their subscrip-
tions :—

Muslim H. S., Melapalayam, Tiruncl-
veli Dist.
Renewed for 4957-1958.

Nos. 1365-136S, 3003, 3004,
3006-3009, 3361-3364. ‘

New Members from 1957-1958.

3432 Sri P. V. Christudos.

3433 Sri A. N. S. Abdul Jalecl.
Zamindar's H. S., Turaiyur, Trichy Dt.

409 Sri N. R, Jayaraman (1957-59)
St. Xaviers H. S., Tuticorin, Tirunel-

veli Dt.
Renewed for 1956-58.

Nos. 2707-2716, 2718, 2720, 2721,
2723-2727, 3016-3024, 3365-3368,
3370, 3371.

6 Sri C. Ranganatha Aiyengar
(1958-59).

5 8ri K. S. Chengalroya Iyer
(1958-60).

143 Sri T. V. Ramanujachari
(1955-59).

Pachiappas  H. S., Kancheepuran,
Chingleput Dt.
Renewed for 1958-59.

Nos. 15, 821, 823, 825-828, 830-
i

-8
840, 842-846, 3172, 3291-3293, 3373,

3374.

New Members from 1958-1959.
3434 Sri S. D. Nataraja Chettiar.,
3435 Sri N. Narayanan.
3436 Sri P. V. Gajapathi.

Dalmia H. S., Dalmiapuram, Trichy Dt.
Renewed for 1958-56.

Nos. 350-352, 354-364, 367, 1908,
1909, 3126-3129, 3266-3269, 3375-
3382.

New Member from 1958-59.
3437 Sri S. Melcureraj.

Second reminder has been sent to all
the subscribers. Concerned Teachers’
Associations are kindly requested to col-
lect and remit the amount at a very
early date.

12-7-1958 . Administrator.

LiBRARY SERVICE IN MADRAS STATE
(A Critical Study)

T. PURUSHOTHAM, M.L.C., Madras.

Madras has led the way in almost all progressive reforms in our
country. A comprehensive legislation of library service is one such forward
move. It was hailed on all hands as a Magna Carta of cultural renaissance
in urban and rural arecas. The Madras Public Libraries Act contemplates
not merely the opening of a few libraries here and there, but it is specifi-
cally provided in the Act that the libraries should function as nerve centres
of literary activity and social progress. How far such ideals have been
rcalised is indeed an intercsting study.

Local Library Authorities have been established in all the districts
as laid down in the Act. Schemes of library development have been drawn
up and distiiet, central and branch librarics have been opened in accord-
ance with the schemes. These libraries are run on routine lines and
very little evidence is there of other activities aimed at literary propaganda
and social educaiion. A re-orientation of the ethics of library service
with emphasis on such activities is the need of a welfare state and the sooner
it is done the better, to stop the rot of the present trends in library adminis-
tration. s

Loud critics are there whose pet theme is that the present organisa-
tional set up is all to blame for the inefficient state of library service and
that the remedy is the creation of a separate Directorate of Public Lib-
raries.  All that is guite good but library service is part of our educa-
tional systemn and the present unified control of the two departments should
not be disturbed. Certainly the Director of Public Education should have
on the library wing an expert in library service to guide and control the
library activitics in the State. That is lacking at present and the lacuna
should be redressed,

More than reform at the top, the crux of the whole problem is the
sort of personnel drafted for library work. Traincd librarian is a rare
commodity. Raw men from the school are appointed to run these insti-
tutions and the result is colossal bungling from start to finish. Nor do
they stick on fcr any length of time. No sooner do some of them get a
littie expericnce, than they take to their wings. This s the real state in
which our libraries under the Local Library Authorities are functioning
with a few exceptions here and there. If vou want to make these libraries
serve their purpose, effective steps should be taken to arrance for a course
of library training to be given to all these librarians at State cost with a

guarantee from the trairecs that they would serve the Library Authority
for a minimum period. ’

The successful functioning of the Local Library Authority depends on
many factors and none the least on the satisfactory  discharge of

. 3
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the executive duties. The executive functions of the Library Authority are
vested in the District Educational Officer who is the Secretary of the Local
Library Authority. The District Educational Officer has varied duties to
perform and the library work is one of them. He is not hence able to
devote much attention to this work. The resuit is delay and neglect. A
full time assistant for library work, one experienced in that branch of
work, should be appointed and then the District Educational Officer would
be able to discharge his duty efficiently and well.

By far, finance is the major problem facing the expansion of the
library movement. Municipalitics and Panchayats are required to levy,
collect and remit the library cess to the Local Library Fund. The local
bodies are proverbially slack in their work. The better arrantement would
be to include the library cess in the education tax and have it collected as
such and the proportionate amount adjusted to the Local Library Autho-
rity. Unless the finances of the Local Library Authority are improved and
placed on a sound footing, no progress of library service is ever possible.

The chief purpose of the Madras Public. Libraries Act is to take
the torch of library service to the villages. With that end in view, it is
laid down in the Act that delivery stations should be started and spread
out in rural areas. The scheme envisages the utilisation of the services
of the village schoolmaster with a small remuneration to get books from
the branch libraries and run the village libraries known as delivery sta-
tions, in the school premises out of school hours. Not all Local Library
Authorities have started this experiment and those that started have not
met with any success. The delivery stations run by our village school-
master met the same fate as the adult education centr®s run by them. The
raral library scheme on the above lines was entrusted in some districts to
village guides under the community project and N.E.S. schemes with no
better result. .The social education organisers are given rural training on
several subjects. They should be given some library training as well and
they should be cntrusted with the organisation of an efficient system of
library service in rural arcas.

These and other problems connected with library administration were
repeatedly brought to the notice of the Government in the discussion in
our Legislative Council and the Minister for Education assured us that
speedy measures would be taken to improve matters. It is a decade now
the Madras Public Libraries Act has been functioning and it is time the
Act is amended in the light of the achievements so far to make it a more
potent vehicle for institution of an up to date library service in urban
and rural areas. The above facts have also been placed before the Advisory
Committee for Libraries appointed by the Central Ministry of Education
and Scicntific Research. 1t has been stated that in the Second Five Year
Plan, India would launch a big library movement so that every village in
this country might have a library. I sincerely hope that the dream would
be realised soon.

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION

EXECUTIVE BOARD

A meeting of the Executive Board of
the South India Teachers” Union was
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday the 19th July
1958 in the office of the Union, with Sri
T. P. Srinivasavaradan, President of the
Union in the chair,

The following members were present :

Messrs. N, Venkatachalam Iyengar
(Vice-president), C. Ranganatha Aiyen-
gar (Journal Secretary), B. Srinivasa
Ivengar (Tiruchirapalli), P. S. Subrama-
nian {Madurai), S. Ramiah (Tanjore),
S. Subba Ran (Salem), E. Venkatcsalu
(Coimbatore), S. Krishnamurthi (North
Arcot), V. B. Murthi (Assistant Journal
Secretary), S. Y. Raj (North Arcot),
T. S Rajagopala Iyengar (Assistant
Journal Secrctary), P. V. Ramaswami
(Treasurer), A. M. Kanniappa Mudaliar
(Administrator, S.1.T.U. Benevolent
Fund), A. S. B. Philip (Tirunelveli), S.
Natarajan (Chingleput), D. Sebastian
(Ramnad), and V. Arunajatai (Sscre-
tary ).

Letters expressing  inability to attend
the meeting were received from Sri K. M.
Sundaram (Tanjore), Sri M. Rajah lyer
(Ramnad) and Mrs. Saraswathi Sriniva-
san (Vice-president).

The minutes of the last meeting were
read and approved.

The President stated that the resolu-
tions of the Confercnce had been com-
municated to the authorities with a me-
morandum. He further stated :

1. The Government have appointed a
committee for the revision of the Grant-
in-Aid Code.

2. The Government have appointed
another committee for upgrading secon-
dary schools into higher secondary
schools.

3. The rules regarding grant of pen-
sion have been received and the reactinn
of the members of the teaching profes-
siomr is awaited.

He reported that the South Arcot and
Salem District Teachers’ Guilds were not
functioning properly. He suggested that

-

the Teachers’ Associations in those two
districts should be addressed to affiliate
themselves directly with the Union and
when a sufficient number of Associations
had been affiliated the Guild could be
revived. The Board approved of the sug-
gestion,

The following members were elected
to the Working Committee :—

1. Sri E. Venkatesalu (Coimbatore).
Sri R. Bhuvarahan (Tiruchirapalli).
Sri 8. Krishnamurthi  (North

Arcot).

4, Sri P. S. Subramanian (Madurai).

5. Sri D. Sebastian (Ramnad).

The President nominated Sri S. Subba
Rao (Salem) and Sri S. Ramiah (Tan-
jore) to the Working Committec.

Messrs. V. Soundararajan & Co., were
elected for auditing the accounts of
1958-59,

Mr. S. Natarajan, Headmaster, Board
High School, Walajabad, was elected
Internal Auditor, for 1958-59.

The Board resolved to observe the
28th South Indian Education Week from
27th October to Ist November 1958,

The following members were nomina-
ted to the S.I.T.U. Council of Educatio-
nal Research :—

I. Sri A. S. B. Philip.
2. Sri S. Krishnamurthi.
3. Sri E. Venkatesalu.

W

The Board suggested that the South
India Teachers’ Union might arrange to
conduct Seminars this year. One in
Mathematics at Coimbatore and the other
in Tamil at Tirunelveli for. 10 to 12 days
during the Christmas holidays were sug-
gested,

The Board authorised the President to
represent to the authorities the difficulties
experienced in elementary schools in the
matter of appointing substitutes when
teachers go on leave or retire in the
normal course. Tt was suggested that
other difficulties of elementary school
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teachers should also be brought to the.

attention of the authorities by the Pre-
sident.

The Board passed the following reso-
lutions :—

1. The Exccutive Board of the South
India Teachers® Union is happy that the
Madras State is the first to introduce pen-
sion scheme to the teachers and it thanks
the Government for granting pension to
all categories of teachers.

2. In the case of certain categories of
teachers to whom pension has been
granted from 1st April 1953, 25 per cent
of the salary has been accepted us the
principle for the grant of pension, where-
as in the case of others to whom pension
scheme has been extended, it has been
arbitrarily fixed as Rs. 30 to L.T.'s and
Rs. 35 as the maximum for headmasters.
The Executive Board requests the Gov-
crnment to apply the same principle of
25 per cent of the salary for purposes
of pension to all categorics of teachers.

3. The Executive Board reiterates the
resolution passed at the recent State Edu-

cational Conference that the extended
pension scheme to L.T.’s, Physical Direc-
tors and First Grade Pandits should be
given eftect to from 1st April 1955.

4. The Executive Board welcomes the
statcment made by the Education Minis-
ter yegaramng proposals for educational
concession being granted purely on con-
sideration of cconomic backwardness,
other considerations not being taken into
account,

5. The Exccutive Board welcomes in
general the changes contemplated in the
tvpes of questions for the S.S.L.C. Pub-
lic examination, but expresses the opi-
nion that the questions should be simple
and direct covering the syllabus. It re-
quests the Government to sce that the
model question papers are sent to schools
before the 15th August 1958.

With a vote of tharks by the Secretary,

the mecting terminaiad.

V. ARUNAJATAL

26th July 19358, Secretary

WORKING

The newly formed Working Commit-
tee met soon after the meeting of the
Executive Board and wansacted the fol-
lowing business :—

1. It elected Sri C.'Ranganatha Aiyen-
gar as Journal Secretary and Messrs.
V. B. Murthi. T. 8. Rajagopala Iyengar
and T. V. Krisinamurthi as Assistant
Journal Secretaries.

2. It passed the Budget for the year
1958-59, us presented by the Secretary.

3. The Working Committee authoris-
cd the Journal Sccretary and the Trea-
surer to close the Bealar Kalvi account
with the Indo-Commercial Bank. Myla-
pore.

4, The Working Committee resolved
to merge the Balur Kalvi account with
the South Indian Teacher account.

COMMITTEE .

5. The Working Committee resolved
that the current and savings bank ac-
counts of the South lndia Teachers” Union
should be operated upon by the Secre-
tary and the Treasurer jointly ; and

The current and savings bank accounts
of the South indian Teacher should be
operated upon by the Journal Secretary
and the Treasurer jointly,

6. The Committee authorised the
Treasurer io have Rs. 20/- as imprest
cash.

7. The Working Committee resolved
to request Sri V. B, Murthi to be Hono-

rary Executive Secretary of the office of
the South India Teachers’ Union.

V. ARUNAJATAI

26th July 1958. Secretary

I ——i e

OUR LETTER BOX

SCHOOL MANAGEMENTS

The Government of Madras have ap-
pointed an ad hoc committee to consider
the necessary chunges that chould be
brought into eifcct concurrently with the
changes in the curricula »f secondary
education. They have also announcs
their decision to abandon their carlier
proposal to hand over the szcondary
schools under the management of the
district boards to the Unions of Village
Panchayats and to place these secondary
schools under committecs to be statu-
torily  comstituted  for  groups  of
schools. In the issuc of January, 1958,
I had stressed that educational institu-
tions should not be dragged into the mire
of village faction and intrigue, and should
be kept as sacred as possible. The Gov-
ernment’s decision is welcome to all inte-
rested in the future of secondary educa-
tion in our State, and is a great relicf
to the large body of teachers in the
employ of the existing district boards.

The ad hoc committes has been ask-
ed to consider the view of the Legisia-
ture Comumittee that steps should be
taken to ensure that ** private manage-
ments of aided secondary scheols ar: not
hampered by restricticns which limit
their power to take decision for day-tc-
day management of school affairs.” ** This
view reads on.dnous and has raised ap-
prehensions in the minds of hcadmasters
and teachers that managements should
not be vested with more powers so as to
encroach upon the sphere of the ™ inter-
nal management ” of schools. The pro-
posals in ‘this matter should bz publisi-
ed for discussion by teachers and the
public.

The proper consiitution of the manag-
ing -committees of aided secondary
schools is another important matter for
the consideration of the ad hoc commit-
tee. This is already a condition of recog-
nition ; and aided schools are to be run

.

by managing committees. But in prac-
tice, most munaging commitiecs leave the
entire administration in the hands of the
correspondent ; they do not bother them-
selves even about vital matters affecting
the school and the inierests of teachers.
The managing bodies, either by them-
selves as a body or by sub-committecs
with delegated functions, should look
after the appointment of the requisite
staff, termination of their services, sanc-
tion or withholding of annual increments,
grant of gratuity to teachers with long
seivice, provision of new curricula of
studies, accommodation for increased
strength and other probiems. The dect-
sions of the Correspondent, in many
schools, are not even communicated to
the other members of the commitices ;
and vital matters are being decided by
tiie arbitrary will of the Correspondent,
without the knowledge and authorisation
of the managing committees. The dicta-
torship or the one-man governance of an
educational institution for an indefinite
period causes injustice to individual tea-
ciers who, though effictent and hard
working, may not know how to win
favours : this system is not in accord with
the democratic set-up in our national life.
The ad hoc should suggest measurcs for
tie cfficient functioning of the managing
comumittees of aided secondary schools.

Another important maiter cntrusted to
the ad fioc committee is the revision of
the Grant-in-Aid Code. Atfter a long
period of years, the Code uaderwent re-
vision in 1946, Section 32 of the Code
which was considered an enioma defying
clucidation wag so modificd as to cnable
managements to make proiits and reta’n
the profits for being spent on the improve-
ments to the school to be made Iater.
There is provision for making profits ;
‘or, whatever be the number of instal-
ment of fees collected from pupils, the
income from tuition fces is rcckoned at
standard rates, viz., eight instalments.
The grant will be, according to this cal-
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culation, two-thirds of the full net cost
plus 13-1/3% of the actual fees levied.
The earning of profits is contemplated
under rule 32 (iii) of the code. The
profit is bound to be greater in the case
ot schools which levy fees higher than
the rates fixed. The revised Company
Law requircs companics to deposit excess
profits with the Government ; the Govern-

ment is obliged to cut down projects in
power and irrigation. Equity to the tax-
payer cannot permit private managements
to make and retain profits with Govern-
ment-aid. Section 32 needs revision from
this standpoint.

Coimbatore,
17-7-58. R, SriNIvASA IYENGAR

OUR BOOKSHELF

Report on the Seminar on Education and
Comimunity Development :

The report issued by the Department
of Extension Services, Faculty of Educa-
tion, Annamalai University, on the Se-
minar conducted by it from 29-3-1958
to 4-4-1958 contains paper, speeches and
discussions relating to the subject and
throws much light on the topic of the re-
lation betwcen the school and the com-
munity around.

Buniyadi Talim :

A quarterly journal of Education, Vol.
I, No. 2 (April 1958) published by the
Ministry of Education, Government of
India, is devoted to various interesting
aspects of basic education and seeks to
clarify the features of basic education to
the doubting Thomases. The articles
both in English and Hindi are by emi-
nent workers in the field of Basic Edu-
cation.

Everyman's Encyclopuedia, Vol. I, A to
BAP: By Dent. (C/0. Messrs.
Macmillan & Co., Ltd., St. Martin’s
Street, London W.C.-2. Price 21 sh.
before completion of the set and
24 sh. after completion).

This 1958 revised edition is the fourth
one and is said to have undergone a
thorough and careful revision. The revi-
sion has becn effected in the light of the
new kfiowledee and ideas of the last few
vears. We dare say that this edition will
give a satisfactory answer to any ques-
tion raised by the intelligent reader and
will prove of great use in any library of
reference.

The book is beautifully got up in size
737 X 5-1/8” (Large crown octavo).
The publication of all the twelve volumes
is expected to be completed by November
1958.

Education, Culture and Social Order :
By K. G. Saiyidain. (Asia Publish-
ing House. Price Rs. 10.50).

In a neatly printed and well bound
volume of 287 pages, the author’s mas-
terly exposition of the subject is present-
ed in beautiful language.

The author educates the educators on
the problems of modern social order
facing the education of the future
citizens and appeals to them to eschew
all narrow interpretations of culture and
replace them with gracious values that
will help in building up a healthy, pro-
gressive and decent national life.

The book will be highly appreciated by
all progressive thinkers in the field of
education.

A Sociology of Education : By W. B.
Brookover. (American Book Com-
pany, 55, Fifth Avenue, New
York-3.)

In this excellently got up book the
author makes a dynamic new study of
the school as a social institution in four
parts — 1. Introduction ; 2. Human re-
lations ; 3. The school and personality ;
and 4. The school and the community.

Very useful to students of sociology
and prospective and in-service teachers
and administrators.

CR.
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WE~ The only Dictionary that deserves to be the Students’
companion.

MARTIN’S

AN EXPLANATORY
DICTIONARY

Pages, 1203. 2nd Revised Edition.
35,500 words defined.

Price, Rs. 9/-

268 illustrations.

Martin’s ““ Explanatory Dictionary ™ 1is not the usual
type of Dictionary, meant for the English people. It is a
Dictionary with the important difference that it is com-
piled to meet the requirements of the Indian student
learning English, a language quite foreign to him. The
Social Welfare considers Martin’s Dictionary as without
question his most ambitious and most meritorious work.

“The definitions of the words given are simple and
easily understandable, and Mr. Martin has made liberal
use of illustrative sentences and phrases to make the
Dictionary really ‘ Explanatory.” ”—The lllusivated Weekly

of India.

“ The Dictionary is well planned and the illustrations
are helpful.”—The Progress of Education.

“The pronunciation is made as easy as humanly
possible.—Blitz.

“This monumental work.”—The Whip.

“In all these ways, Martin’s Explanatory Dictionary

is a welcome 1mprovement on the ¢Oxford’ or
¢Chambers’.’—The Indian Review.

K. & }. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling Agents for South India :
The Christian Literature Society, Park Town, Madras-3




EDITORIAL

ADMISSION 70 EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

The WVice-chuncellor of the Madras
Urniversity a few days back when the
Mahajana College, Erode, was opened,
warned against the practice of giving
scats to sons of donors in colleges. This
unhealthy practice - ignores  altogether
merit, and poor deserving candidatzs have
no chance of getting admission. It is not
only in Arts and Science colleges that this
most unwelcome practice exists, but we
were teld it exists cven in some of the
professional colleges. By shutting out
students of talent, we are deliberately
recruiting nicn of Jow calibre whom we
all expect to run the administration of
our country ciliciently. The very atmos-
phere of such institutions will become
uncongenial for sound education. Public
institutions should always wim at high
standards end {ry to serve the interests
of the country. Ii is hoped that the
managements of colleges will pay heed to
the warning that has been given by the
revered Vice-chancellor of the University.

SPREAD OF ELEMLNTARY LDUCATION

We are glad to note that the Madras
Government arc taking active steps to
start Elementary Schools in school-less
arcas.  We [further note with pleasure
that 1n some of the rural parts, villagers
have come forwerd with money and
materials to build schools. Founiains of
charity in our State have not yet dried
up.  We would like to bring to the notice
of the Government cne hmportant fuctor
which, though they alf know, requires to
be reiterated.  Along with the constiue-
ticn of school buildings and giving mid-
day meals, qualified teachers must be
appointed. We have been urging that
the salaries of teachzrs should be raised.
There is no immediate prospect of this
being done. But it is not a difficult thing
for the villagers for whom the school is
built to buiid houses for the tcachers
also.  We do not ask for costly buildings
Dbutebuildings just enough to live com-
fortablyy 1T tiis is done this will go a
~Jong=tayto induce teachers who now
‘think of urBan=lifc; to go to rural areas
and serve the epfgmunity. The Govern-
ment deserves .t ,b‘f?pngratulated on the

k

novel way of getting péople interested in
the spread of elementary  education.
Within the last five years many colleges,
high schicols and elemcntary schools have
sprung up. mainly due to private bene-
factions. There is still one problem that
remains yet to be tackled. There is
dearth of qualified teachers. Unless
steps are immediately taken to solve this,
in a few years schools will be faced with
inadequate stafl. Al the present efforts
of starting ncw schools, both clementary
and secondary, will go in vain if schools
are either without adequate staff or with
unqualified peopic as teachers.

STUDENTS STRIKES :

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of the
indian Union. while be was in the city
of Madras, addressed a studenis’® rally at
the  Presidency  College grounds.  He
welcomed as a wise decision the under-
standing among the lcaders of the politi-
cal parties in the Madras State that
students should not take past in politics.
He expressed the hope that the other
States would adopt this decision, Un-
fortunately  our political parties  use
students as their tools for their propa-
ganda.  Iin some places on flimsy grounds
students go on strike. We have witnessed
the tragic happeningzs of the students’
strike at Lucknow, in  the Kerala
State «nd the havee that has been done.
We have also read in the papers that all
is not well with the Benares, Univerrsity
and politics has entered the sacred pre-
ciacts of the University. The students
of today have to run the administration
of our country in the near future and
unless they pronerly equip themselves the
independence which we have won after
a hard strugele will be very difficult to
be maintained.  We are unable to undeér-
stond why students who are immature
atc made usc of by the various political
parties. If really they have any interest
in the welfare of our State the politicians
will keep their hands off. Let the politi-
cians remember that a time will come
when people will not tolerate any longer
their unwanted interference in University
affairs and students in educational insti-
tutions.

To

- SELVI PATHIPPAHAM
PUBLISHERS, BOOK-SELLERS AND EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIERS

KARAIKUDI

(Ramanathapuram Dt.)

The Headmasters of all High Schools

Dear Sirs, _

We are pleased to inform you that as-publishers
and booksellers, our concern was opened under the
auspices of Dr. Alagappa Chettiar who blessed our
endeavour in the new direction whole-heartedly and
cheered us often along progressive lines.

We have been supplying all kinds of Technical
Book&, Reference Books on all subjects, and Literary
Books ENGLISH and TAMIL, foreign as well as
Indian, to the Universities, Colleges, High Schools, and
Public Libraries at reasonable rates—delivery free.

We hope that you might have received Special
Library Equipment Grant. We humbly request you
to kindly place your esteemed orders with us for your
library and class requirements which we shall be
delighted to execute promptly.

Thanking you,
| Yours faithfully,
V. R. SIVARAMAN,

Managing Partner, Selvi Pathippaham.




THE PRACTICAL
ENGLISH TEACHER

_ BY
W. TURNER, M. A,
Formerly Principal of Nizam College, Hyderabad

Price: Re. 0.75.

CONTENTS
CHAPTER I. Excrsu: THE FIrsT STEPS.
' II. Tue ArT oF ReapING.
' ITI. Tue VALUE oF TRANSLATION.
’ IV. Wuar WE MEaxN BY METHOD. .
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. VI. DrrLL.
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’ VIII, Games anp DEvIces.
v IX. THREE MobpEL LEssons.
’ X. ‘'Ipiox axp Coryon ERRORS.

| An invaluable aid to the Teacher of English as a
foreign * language, it * outlines the most modern and
popular course of instruction, embodied in the best
English Readers and approved by the most experienced |
teachers who have written on the subject.” i
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