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SHIVALAYAM CHIT FUND
29, Damodar Reddy Street, T. Nagar, Madras-57.

Almost every two months, we start new series of our chits of
the following denominations. Chit auctions take place at 4 p.m.
on the first Sunday of every month at the Office of the Chit Fund.
Subscribers who are unable to attend the auctions may take part
in it through their representatives who are authorised in writing ;
or by writing to the Fund authorities to bid on their behalf up
to a certain amount.
India will be collected at PAR. Please apply for prospectus.

All cheques over Rs. 25 on any Bank in

Total Amount.

A. Series, 40 months, 40 subscribers.  Rs. 5,000 Monthly suhsged ;

B. Serics 40 " 40 . Rs. 2,000 - Ehg

C. Series 25 . 25 " Ks. 1,000

N. Series 25 " 25 4 Rs. 500 i

WE KEEP YOU IN FUNDS WHEN You
WE KEEP YOUR FUNDS WHEN YOou

AN Lev
T. K. N. PANIKKER, cXis,,
g
{ Retired Accountant, Rrsrra?‘-m*mgfng Fariner
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THE OVERCALL
Ay N. MUTHUERISHNA IYER, B.A, B.Loy Tanjore,

Part 111
Responses.

There is very little theoretical
material about overcalls and
much less aboutf Tesponscs 0
them. The response to an over-
call does not mean the same thing
and shall not be treaied in the

game way as thle responsc ;o aﬁ
opening bid ; it is but a mee hzmd
mild suggestion to play the : anL
in a particular sui and leve
It must be remembered that an
overcall is ma
strength declared by the oppt:mer:g
and, shows limited strengt };13.
not a strong hand. Unlcssut ere
is pressure {rom the overcal, :.ﬁ.,
an immediate ovcrpall in the
opponent’s sait, his  partner
should think twict hefore axgy
response. The response. may thg
a pass, & raise of jurap rase imn
same St simple of jump no-
trump take-out, simple or jump
take-out in 3 nc¥w smt,, or a
cue bid in the o‘ppor_lcnti suit.
But whatever action 18 ta}.] en it
must be constructive as there is
no need to give the partner a

de in the face of

chance when he has merely
overcalled and has not invited
any action. The conditions for
a response vary according to the
level of the bidding, vuinerability,
the structure of the hand and
intervening hidding by the oppo-
nents.

The Raise.

“A free raise is one given
when there has been no inter-
vening bid ; but when the in-
tervening opponent has bid, every
effort should be made to raise
partner’s overcall and not let the
opponents get an uncontested

art-score or game.” You will
know the number of winners the
overcaller has from the quantity
of his bid. In cases of mimnimum
defensive overcalls, holding 1} to
2 honour-tricks partner raises a
trick for each winner over two
if vulnerable and for each winner
over three if not vulnerable, the
reason being that a vulnerable
overcall shows at least one full
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trick more than a non-vulnerable,
thus inviting a lighter response.
“ In competitive situatighs the
honour trick' holding may be
shaded but not the winners.” The
raise is made with a fair hand
and some trump support (ordi-
narily a minimum of § trumps).
The honour trick holding is also
shaded if there are ruffing values.
Overcalls at two levels can be
raised with even three small
trumps. “ There is no reason
to raise unless game is in sight
or unless to compete with the
opponents for a part score.”

WEest NortH East Soutn
14 2 7 Pass ?

Southholds : K J72:Q42:
A 8 55 2: 2. South shall bid
only 3 hearts : the singleton club
prohibits no-trump. :

A double raise of an overcall
is a strength showing bid but is
not forcing. A treble raise of an
overcall is not a shut-out bid,
For example.

East Sour Westr NortH
1 1AV, Pass 4
Pass ?

Southholds : K 7: AJ86 5 :
KJg42:3.

North’s 4-heart call is not
analogous to the same call if
South opened the bidding with
heart. South shall try for a higher
spot.

_ The jump-overcall does not
indicate more than eight winners
and therefore a logical raise
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suggests the ability to deliver two
supporting tricks. The raise is
made with some trump support,
ruffing value and ' 1/2 honour
trick. '

The raise of a no-tramp over-
call is the same as the response to
an opening no-trump bid.

Wesr Norte East  Soutn
1 (9 1 NNT. Pass ?

South holds : A 10 7 4: K]
e 2: Jga2  North’s one
no-trump overcall shows as good
a hand as opening one no-trum
with hearts well stopped. South
responds normally with high
card strength for a single raise,
He need not have a stopper in
bearts but may prefer to have one.

No-trump Response.

Irrespective of trump support
and irrespective of vu]nlc)rabi];ipt; a
no-trump take-out of a minimum
suit overcall shows stren
stoppers in the suit called by the
opponents, and about 2 honour
tricks,

West Norte Eastr  Souvmn
1 14 Pas ?
South holds: g 4 : K Q 7 2 :

KJ863: Q6.
South calls one no-trump.
West  Norre East  Souvrs

14 2¢  Paw ?
South holding, Q J 5 2: K

108: QJ6: K42 calls 2
no-trumps.

In cases of . jump overcalls in
major suits, the no-trump take.
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out is permitted even with 1f2
honour trick on the outside and a
sure stopper in the opponents’
suit : but minor suit jump-over-
calls are taken out in no-trumps
with 1 to 1} honour tricks on
the outside and a surc stopper
in the adverse suit.

Illustrations from Gold Book :

Norta East Sourm West
(Dt o 26 Pass ?
{21 Q 390 Pass ?

In the first case, West holds ;

86:J74: Q1085: QJj6s
and calis 2 No-trumps.

In the second case West holds ;

J85:QJ6:74:A8652
and calls 3 no-trumps.

Suit take-out.

The Gold Book says: ““ A suit
take-out of an overcall shows
that the partner isstrong enough
to make an ove _on his own
responsibility, counting on the
first overcaller for no more than
1} honour tricks ™. Sidney
Silidor says: “If you do bid a
new suit in response to your
partner’s overcall, one of two
essentials must be met : (i) you
should have a suit which is
worth bidding at least twice and
at the necessary levels. (i) The
hand should be of such a texture
that more than one bid is war-
ranted . He illustrates :—

Wesr Norta East  Sourn

3 3 2 O Pass ?

tract. If the partner returns in
his suit you are well established
in diamonds. Holding, 3: 75 ¢
AJmB2:075:K]JBg
South bids two hearts with confi-
dence since he can stand a rebid
of diamonds.

West NortH East  Sourn
1 & 2 & Pass ?

South holding, 852: 975
A Jg7132: 6 passes but
holding, 82: K75:AJ 1049
7 5 3: 6 bids two diamonds
because he i3 in a position to
bid three diamonds if partner
rebids clubs.

Easley Blackwood advises a
suit take-out only il your try is
“to get a larger score than you
would get if you let your partner
play at his overcall .

Whereas the suit take-out of an
opening bid in no sense denies
good support for that bid, the
suit take-ont of an overcall im-
plies dislike of that suit, more
especially when the take-out is of
a major suit to a minor suit,
Simple suit take-out from a
major to a minor is not a con-
structive bid but a caution to part-
net that he rebids his suit at his
own peril : it shall not erdinarily
be made when holding trump
support for partner’s major : but
can e made when vou hold a
7-card orlonger suit (the suitbeing
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of primary importance, irrespec-
tive of honour trick) and good
distribution,

The suit take-out generally is
not a ** rescue . The Gold Book
says, * There is no reason to
rescue if you lack support, for
the overcaller has already guarana
teed relative safety under the
rule of 2 and g”. The
“rescue” comes in when the
partner’s overcall is doubled and
when you are willing to play in
your own suit at a higher level
(because your hand is otherwise
worthless) if partner rebids his
suit. From the Gold Book :—
SoutH West Norte East
1 2 & D1, ?

Fast passes with ;

() Aw763:952:Q 10
84:2 .

(i) 97:952: QJ1086:
?y.q. 3, but bids two diamonds hold-
ing, 97: 952: QJ10g64:
7 8 : since his hand is worthless
at clubs and will produce four
tricks at diamonds. Unless dou-
bled, no occasion arises to * reg-
cue ™ an overcaller : therefore in
the abscnce of a double, the
caller will always read the suit
take.out as a real cffort by part-
ner to go places and might
persist with his own suit.

Is a non-jump suit take-out of
an overcall forcing on the part-
ner ? In the Culbertson system
the non-jump suit take-out by
way of a response to an opening
bid is forcing for a round, but
the force is taken out of the bid
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if the responder has alread
passed or the opponent on thz.
opener’s right has intervened
after the forcing response ; but
A non-jump suit take-out of an
overcall is not forcing at all.
Lishon players treat the mere
change of suits by either partner
asforcing. Easley Blackwood pro-
Poses that a free (non-competi-
tive) suit take-out of partner’s
simple overcall urges partner
to hid again unless he has
overcalled on a garbage, except
In the cases of (j) match-point
play and (ii) where both part-
ners have previously passed. As
an example of the first exception

he cites the followi -
bertson : g from Gul

SourHn WesT  Norta East
17 20 Pass ?

East holding, 8: A J 10 :

» B 76:

J 72 1 J 8 6 5, bids two hearts;

This liberty does not apply to a

minor suit take-out. The second

exception is illustrated by Goren.

WEst NortH  East  Sourn

I & 2 Pass ?
South holds, x x: x: 10 «x x
Kiogxxxx

“ You should offer up a praye
of thanksgiving that Eoul l?zv:
not been doubled and you should
avoid doing anything that might
put such ideas in the mind of
the enemy. You should pass »’,
But if the bidding had gone :
NortH East  Sourn  West

Pass Pass  Pass L
2 Pass ?
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“ Now it is different and we
are not so sure you should pass.
Here your take-out to three clubs,
far from being a suggestion that
partner should bid again, is
almost a command that he
passes.”

Edward Kaplan is of the view,
basing it mostly on his style of
bidding, that a suit take-out of
an overcall is not merely nvi-
tational but forcing. He reasons
that all responses in no-trumps
or in the same suit are limited
bids, that the take-out in a new
suit is unlimited, that _thg new
suit  take-out is initiatng
an auction to determine the
proper game (or slam or partial),
and that therefore the take-out
in 2 new suit shall not be passed.
He also makes an cxceplon in
the case of the take-out of minor
suit to a major at match-point
play.

A jump suit take-out of an
ovcrc-;ll 15 made when the defen-
der’s partner makes a jump bid
in a new suit holding a strong
suit and about three honour
tricks : a game I8 visualised.
This bid is forcing for a round
only. Tt is goad to rcrpember
here that the jump suit take
out of partner’s opering swit bid
of one is forcing 1w game and
raises a fair hope of a slam.

Tlustration from Gold Book :
SourH =~ WEST NORTH EasT
1 & 1 @ Pass ?

East holds : A Q 10 8 4:
QJ: AJbz2:43 He calls

7

two spades assuring himself of
another bid.
The Cue-bid Response,

The most constructive bid
forcing further exploration is the
cue bid in the opponent’s suit,
The strength required for this
bid must be at least equal to that
required for a jump take-out in a
new suit. Thiz bid shall not
be made without any idea of
where the hand should be playeds

West NortH  East  SoutH
1 1 & Pass ?
South holds: Q 4:6 5 =2:
AK73: AQroq9 A )jump
bid in a four-card suit is far
from ideal : two clubs or two
diamonds is as absurd a bid as
is two spades. The only spot is
2 hearts,
(i) From the American Bridge
World.
West NortH East Sours

1 1§ Pass ?

South holds : AQ 76 :AK]J
5:J 7:9 5 3 South calls 2
Clubs. [The Lishon players,
Fasley Blackwnod, and FEdward
Kaplan would bid onc Spade].
Blackwood says: ‘‘ Such a take-
out must be used as running
from something or running to-
wards something. You do not
run from a suit in which vour
partner has indicated his satise
faction : so you must be trying
for something better when you
take-out to a different sait,
Partner should bid again to see
what you are trying for ™.



Some examples of responses to
overcallg ;-

West Nomrrr  East  Sournm
AV 1 & Pass ?
Scuth holds :—
() J106: 74: A 2
9%:)Bid2$padm Q543
2) J106:94: AK :
K J: Bid 4 Spades. 7543
(3) Q96: KJg: AK652:
(I)O ] Bid 2 No-trumps.
4) J: K43:K75: A
64 Bids Ciobs, 0 0 @d0
(5) KJ6:Nil: XK 10 g 6
4?63 %ljamlg: Bid 2 Hearts.
:Kwo76: 84:
QJ=2:Bid1 no-trumg'] *
(77 Q8: K1084: KQg8:
A Q 7 : Bid 3 no-trumps,
(8) 64:J1074: AQB62:
10 6 : Pass,
WesT Nort™a  East  Soutn

1 @ 2 O Pass ?
South holds :—
() X 10 7 4: :
71(»:)I§4:Pass. QJ o4z
2 Jo: Qo8 oy
9(7)“&133‘8& 3437
3 JO63:K 106:
10: K 108: Bid 2 No-trur%)q
(4) QJ106: AJ4: Qrog:
K(_])m 8 Bllcé ‘? No-trumps,
5) 98: 43: Ki10g6:
Q 10 8 : Bid 3 Diamonds, °
wf‘:ﬁm—- the  American  Bridge
West  North  East  Sour
LY 2 QY Dbl ? "
South holds :—
(@6 3:4:Q 78 5 2.
Q106 52 Pass. You dE;) not
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know which of the two five-
carders to hazard : they are
anaemic and if you choose the
wrong one you have only in-
creased the contract and partner’s
blood pressure.

) KQ1o4:6: Q1084:
Q 9 7 3 : Two no-trumps is t‘l!':lc
Eg:iusual but quite logical rescue

id.

() QJ1084:Qu1o: A
10 : Q 8 4 : Redouble and hav{
the opponents in the bag : if the
opponents get scared and run
you(xd)havc the axe,

QJg73:7:864:
K 5 2: Two Spades Tﬁu
5 not a cue bid but a
genuine one, since with a strong
hand and support for hearts
SoE.lt)h could redouble.

e) 65:7: Q108 23
Q62:8Bidg Diamondz. >3

(f)J752:J843:A 10
42 : 5: Pass. Do not redouble ;
the opponents would be alarmed
and would take-out in some other

suit and you may lose game i
n
hearts. &

Responses  to  sirength- howing
overcalls., e

The response to an immediate
overcall in the opponent’s suit
18 the same as the response to a
take-out double. The forcing
four no-trump overcall is treated
m like manner., “ An overcall
of an opening pre-emptive three
bid with three no-trumps is not a
take-out bid and partner is ex-
pected to pass unless he can see a
probable game in a suit of his
own 7,

CHAPTER XI
* Soueeze-Pray’ (1)
By TEAks.

Our friend again with his note-
book quietly trudged in. He
was all seriousness. He took his
seat at the head of the table again.
His pen was glittering and looked
a mighty sword. He turned
some pages and marked certain
portions with that pen. A rsolcmn
stillness held the air.  We were
waiting for him to start the talk,

Hc looked then a man who
could be called the epitome of all
mankind. In a grand voice he
said that he was handling the last
subject though it might not be the
last discourse. It was mot 3
subject to be trified with, or
handlcd light-heartedly or lis-
tened to indifferently. 1t was
an experl’s weapon. If it were
well mastered it will be a joy
forever and a thing of beauty,
so on and so forth. We felt that
he could tell us straightaway
what it was. Why should he
keep us in suspense I At last
he realised our suspense and said
that he was dealing with
* Squeeze’. At the outset itselfl
he said that he must do the whole
talking and playing and we were
to listen, follow and get doubts
cleared and do no more than
that and that to allow us to play
the deals would be to render . the
whole thing a farcc. We felt
snubbed but what to do. After
all he may be right. So feeling
we decided to behave like good
schoolboys.

The start of the talk was
bombastic. He said that this
squeeze was still a mystery to the
average player and very often
beyond his comprehension. It
was the monopoly of experts,
Even great players and writers
advised the less brilliant among
them not to care for it or attempt
to master it. For, such hands
came up once in a blue moon
and if that was not well played
it might not matter much. We
satd that it was bad advice,
His reply then was that, though
vou might thearetically master
the mechanics of squeeze, still
the only way to play it well was
the * hard” way of working it
out yourself and practising it
times without number, We
approvingly said that no one can
become an expert player without
choosing the hard way. Other-
wise he would at best be only an
indifferent player. We asked
him what squeeze meant and
what were its guiding principles.
He spread his notes before him
on the table and began reading
passages therefrom. We asked
him to mention them seriatim
with his usual lucidity. e war-
med up and said that there were
8 principles to be remembered
when dealing with squeeze play.
They were its mechanics. In
substance it meant that the
opponents were forced to lose
their winners and finally esta~
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blish our smaller cards. We
asked him why so much fuss
was made about it if it meant
that simple thing only. He said
that the difficulty was to work
it out and therein lay the intelli-
gence of the expert and his
mastery of its mechanism,

He began by saying that
squecze, throw-in and trump-
reduction were all members of
the same family. Still squeeze
had very many individual excel-
lences and eccentricities. The
first principle to be remembered
was the ‘‘rectification of the
count”. It meant that even
at the first step there should be a
count of winners and losers in the
combined hands of the declarer
and the dummy ; and if the
number of winners {ell short of
the required number by all but
one, you should lese it purposcly
and - immediately. This will
enable the squeeze to come into
operation. Next, the opponents
should be reduced to busy cards
only, These two were intended
to nurse to a squeeze end position.
The third principle related to
position. The opponent to be
squeezed should, have the vital
busy cards. Otherwise squeeze
would have no place. That was
why some., critics had insisted
on saying.that, even ta the best of
players there must be the adven-
titious aid of chance or luck as
you might call it, Fourthly,
hexe should be threat cards in at
least two suits directed against
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the same opponent and keeping
him on the horns of a dilemma.
Fifthly, there should be a squeeze
or master card to play. It must
be in the hand opposite to the
two-card menace or threat
holder. Sixthly, there must be
entries in the hand opposite to
the two-card menacer, to reach
the menaces in either partner’s
hand to cash the promoted mena-
ces, Seventhly, the declarer
while discarding should choose
a redundant or superflugus card
from the opposite hand. And if
he was obliged to discard any
of the threats, he should discard
the threat in the suit which the
adversary had not discarded and
at once play the suit discarded
by the opponent. Eighthly, the
technical minimum of a squeeze
position was three cards,

Good heavens I We  were
really puzzled. The subject
was really complicated. As if
what was stated above was not
enough, he added that a squeeze
player must have his eyes and
ears alert, remember the auction,
read the history of cach card
played, study hand and suit
patterns in all the 4 hands, place
the cards correctly, have a sirong
memory and be in a position to
surmount obstacles created by
adverse distribution. We thought
in  the beginning that our
preceptor by his look was an epi-
tome of mankind. But after this
narration of a squeeze player’s
qualifications we thought that
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his statement was either purely
an effort of his imagination or that
a squeeze player must be so
versatile and various that in the
course of one revolving moon
he must be a lawyer, statesman,
scientist, philosopher and every-
thing else in one. Nature herself
would then stand up and say
‘here is a man’. We were
really far behind such a being.
But we could not shrink and run
away. Hope lies hidden in the
human heart. Ambition must be
made of stern stuff.

We understood the gist of
the talk as meaning that the
success of squeeze play deper.ufled
on stripping entries and postion
and decided to know its further
ramifications from the actual
play by our preceptor. We were
anxious that  play  should
start. But he would not do it
quick. He was in a lecturing
mood. Many pages of his note-
book on theory stll remained
unuscd.

He said that there were many
types of squecze play- We told
him that it was unfair to us to
dive deeper while the principles of
squeeze had not been illustrated
evenr by a single deal. He_took
pity on us and also fc_‘lt that nf_the
tempo increased disproportion=
ately the whole thing would burst.

It

He therefore set the cards as
double dummy to illustrate the
fundamental principles. The
deal was as follows :

& KQioyé
@ 32
O Aoz

& Kicg

8 S J32

5 VKQJg874
Qg7 O Nil

j8s S AQG6

$® 54
10

O J86543
7432

{This deal 15 from J. Brown.]

NortH East SoutH  Waesr

1 & 47 Pass 5V
Pass 6 Pass Pass

Pass

South opened the 5 of Spades.
North was allowed to win it with
his Queen. Yes. It was rectifying
the count. He led a trump which
was won with Ace in West. The
5 of Clubs was led for a finesse
and it worked alright. Then the
dummy was entered in  trump.
The Diamond King was led and
Narth covered and East ruffed,
plaved om trumps to reach
the following position,



POCP
R5 B

PO3P
[
~0z?
L Zoi<! 2
> 120 o
o = W

& Nil
¢ Nil
O JBG
743
Five out of the six tricks were
sure for East and West. The
additional trick was secured by
a squeeze. The pedant added
that if North did not cover the
Diamond King of West, a
different squeeze position would
develop, namely :

& K 107
¢ Nil
O A
& Ko
& A9 & Js3
@ Nil VKL
¢9 ¢ Ni
L BE & A
Immaterial
O Ed Says:—

The trouble with being a good sport is that you have to lose

m order to prove it.'
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The position was now clear,
We did not want further demons-
tration. We were now fairly
advanced plavers especially after
the discourses, We promised to
do intensive reading of squeeze
play from our text-books and
be ready for our next meet.
The pedant sarrowfully said that
the next talk would be the last.
We wondered if the parting was
10 come so soon.  Yes, it should
come some day or other. We
requested our friend to be with
us mnext time for dinner after
the talk as that would be a fitting
consummation of our joint endea-
vours, Then ° Good-night’ and
cach went his own way.

L

Soomes: C, B. L. BuLrLzriv,

THE FIRST ALL INDIA INTER-ASSN. MATCH
Bj  ENNAR. ”

The morning of 22nd January
was likcany other day at Calcutta.
A pall of smoke hung over the
city. A few taxis weaved their
way speedily as only taxis in
Calcutta are  capable of doing.
There was not much bustle and
activity in the strects. There
was, however, bustle and excite-
ment at the attractively decorated
Pandal at Nayaratna Lane, the
scene of the First Inter-Associa-
tion Match between W. Bengal,
Madras, Andhra and Bombay.

As per the draw, Madras
played W. Bengal, and Bombay
played againt Andhra in their
first encounter. The Madras con-
tingent Wwas captained by N.
Ramaratnam and consisted of
only six players; K. Guru Dutt,
K. €. Ramaratnarm, P. S. Sada-
sivam, E. N. Mylappan and
Dr. Sahadevan.

The West Bengal, a3 all the rest
of the teams, had their full quota
of eight players. Their line-up
was :—R. N. Dutt (CaptamT)
S. Sen, N. Sen (Sr.), R. Roy, N.
Sen (Jr.), Mitter, Nandi and
Bhattacharjee.

The match was plaved in 6
sessions  of 16 deals Fach, and
following the international con-
vention, in  open and closed
rooms. No one was admitted into

the closed rooms.

N. Ramaratnam played with
Guru Dutt and K. C. Rama-
ratnam with Sadasivam in the
first session. ‘

The difference in the first 16
deals was not very pleasant to
contemplate about. The West
Bengal Team led by 2040
points in the aggregate and by 26
IMP. Three of the first 4 deals
accounted for the heavy swing.
The W. Bengal pair in the open
room bid game on all the 4 deals,
while in the closed room the
Madras pair sitting in the identi-
cal position bid only one game on
the first deal, and stopped short
of game on the fourth deal. The
difference in favour of W. Bengal
was nearly 10 IMP. on those 4
deals, whereas if the contracts
on the second and third deals had
been set, the swing would have
been 7IMP in favour of Madras.

On Deal 2 a dlip in
defence in  the open room
enabled the declarer to make
his contract of 4 Hearts. With
the Diamond Ace intact in the
Dummy North was able to
squeeze West in Diamonds and
Spades and make his contract.



Dearer E. VuL. ¢ N-S.
® 43
CAKQriogg4
¢Js
S#KJ6

& Aobe " WK

V32 7 ox

OCKQrg O 86432

& A5 $ Qroxx
dKQgs
VJsz76
Ay
$ 974

The knave of Spade was led.

In the closed Room West
opened a non-vulnerable one No
Trump and North South were
content to play in 2 Hearts.

On the next deal, while in
the closed room the contract
was a part score of 2 Hearts,
the W. Bengal pair climbed to 4
Hearts via :—

1 2
3db 3
4 @ Pass

5

& Kios
O 1099

& 109632

& K 103
VY AQog6a
O AR

d A8

On

and
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The contract should have been
set as even with the Ace of
Spades favourably located four
tricks have to be lost.

With a feeling that the match
was going against them K. C.
Ramaratnam attempted to
thwart a possible vulnerable slam
for the opponents on Deal No. 12.
With a near yarborough, except
for a solitary Ace, he felt that
2 slam was in the air and
made a bluff overcall of 1 N.T.
The bid proved disastrous as
he was prompily punished and
went 5 down, Unfortunately
for him his partner Sadasjvam
held an  Ace and with
2  Aces missing there was
no slam for the opponents. At
the other table a game in
5 Diamonds was reached and
made. This deal cost the Madras
Team another 4 IMP.

In  the second session
Mylappan and Dr. Sahadevan
playved in the place of Guru
Dutt and N. Ramaratnam. They
Plaved in the open room and
P. 8. Sadasivam and K. C.
Ramaratnam played in the closed
room. In the second Session
the deficit increased to 40 IMP.,
and the aggregate score to 37710,

On Deal 19 while the W.
Bengal pair in the closed room
played in 3 N. T., the Madras
pair played in 5 Diamonds. The
contract was impossible to make
without the cooperation of the
opponents. At the other table the
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conventional lead of the King of
Hearts proved advantageous to
the declarer in 3 N.T., and the
contract was easily made.

DEALER SOUTH. VuL. E-W,
$ Kog83
PJb52
¢ Jio
‘ g2
A1ob2 d75
??QIB;; Y103
OKB8753 OAQ§o42
$A $dK765
$QJ4
QPAKo9y
o6
S J813

Deal No. 24 found K: C.
Ramaratnam and f?‘a.dasn-'am
in  deep waters. The fmali
contract of 5 Spades  was hadly
set. 'The bidding went (oppn-
nents remaining silent) :

NoRTH SouvTi
1 7 S
3 \V 3 0_ )
L& + N
5 0 5 @

‘The opponents played the hand
in 5 Clubs which they reached

as follows :

1 ¥ 2 &
2 3 <
3 N.T. 5 &
Pass

DeaLEr WEsT. Vur. NEITHER.

$ AQg

P KQgb63a2

Q2

3843
$ 83 & Kioyz
V8754 ZJ1o
O KJg8e 010543
A6 & 1052

®]J653

¥ A

O AQ7

& KQJa7

Deal No. 90 also proved costly
to Madras and the loss should
be put down to poor biddingg

DEALER Easr. VuL, E.-W.
Rovy. K.C.R. SeEm. PSS

1 @ Dhle. 2 3 db

+ 7 1 & Dhble.  Pass
Pass Pass

The contraci  was set by
4 tricks. Four Hearts was not
on. The hand that induced
such violent bidding was

@ AJrogaz
U A

O Qrogd
& g2
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In the third Session Rama-
ratnam and Sadasivam played
in the open room and N. Rama.
ratnam and Gurn Dutt played
in the closed room.

This session turned out to be
good for Madras and they re-
covered 22 IMP., to reduce
the lead to 19 IMP., and the
aggregate score to 2610, The
W. Bengal players (Nandi and
N. Sen, Jr.} in the closed room
showed dash in their bidding en
the following deal.

The bidding went (opponents
remaining silent).

DeaLEr WEsT. Vui. Born,
N. Sen (Jr.) Nandi.,
WesT East
1 2 &
2 ¢ 3¢
4 9 4
SRV Pass
Nandi. N, Sen ( Fr.)
A6 & K8
¥ Kios & AQB6
O Q1o O K8753
$ AQo54 * ;2
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The distribution of cards was
extremely favourable, Trumps
hroke even, and the high cards
m Diamonds and Clubs were
located as if to order, 6 Hearts
was bid and made. In the open
room owing to some misunder-
standing Ramaratnam and Sada-
sivam  failed to reach a
game,

The lollowing hand presented
a problem in bidding. What
would you bid en partners’ bid
of 1 Heart and rebid of 2 Hearts

. with

®#Klsas
Q983

O Alogae
L I

Would .it make any difference il
the rebid was 2 Clubs by Partner.
Partner’s hand was

$¥arss
0K8J7
& KQJs

The tricks that were lost were
only the three Aces. Guru Dutt
and N. Ramaratnam played in
2 Hearts while the W. Bengal
pair, Mitter and Bhattacharjee,
adventurously bid game.

The difference of 19 IMP.,
with 48 deals to go was not for-
midable and the Madras Team
went  into the fourth  Session
with high hopes.

Deal 55 is worthy of a Drief
notice. It presents a study of
style of bidding.

‘with partner’
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Holding
Ji72

>

»
VY
.
&

3
4

D e MO g

s
7 2
SAKIR
& 732
the Madras pair bid as follows :
N. Sen. (Jr.) P.8.S. Sex. K.CG.R.

.

Pass Pass 1 < Dble
Pass 3 & Pass 4 @
Pass 4O Pas 5 0

Pass Pass Pass

The contract was S€t by
4 tricks and fortunately was not
doubled. The swiug on this
deal was 8 TMP.

At the other table Roy who was
sitting East in the closed room
over-called worth's 1 heart‘ bl‘d
with 1 N.T. and on  East's
{N. Sen. §r.; response of 2
N U, bid 3 N.T. Thiswas made.
The 2 of Diamonds was ledd. Only
a Club lead could set the contract.

DEALER SoUTH. VuL. BoTk.

#9514
Qo8 7xx

17

The fourth session concluded
with W. Bengal gaining another
o IMP, o increase their
lead to 2 IMP. The scores
stoud at 29 IMP.,, and 3,890
on aggregate in their favour.

Fancy and flighty, is what one
would think of the bidding bv
Nandi and Bhattacharjec on the
following deal. 6 Diamonds was
bid for the first time at the slam
[evel !

NortH East SoUTH WEST
N.R. Nandi K.G. S.B.
1 Dble. 2 2 &

Pass 3 ¢ Pass g3 N.T.

Pass 6 Pass Pass
Pass
DeaLEr East, Vur, E. W,
o K7
T 1098642
o7
& K Qg
® Q43 & A2
v 7 AT
O 063 O AKQiogg
S AJo873 &5 :
$ Jiog8js
Y KQ
© 8502
& 642

The opening lead was the King
of Hearts and was taken by the Ace
by Declarer. A small Heart was
played and ruffed in the dumny.
The Queen of Hearts fell from
South. Declarer then proceeded
to play out all the trumps and
the following 6-card position was
reached.
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&Ky

g:og

& K Q oA

6 2

39-4 ZJs
o — Q4
$ AJrio & 5

$ Jiog

@._

O.._

& 642

On the play of the last
trump North was subject to a
triple squeeze, and Nandi made
the contract. At the other table
K. C. Ramaratnam (sitting East)
was content to make 11 tricks as
he had not bid a little slam.

On Deal 77 Madras again lost
many valuable points when East
failed to make the wvulnerable
gamein 3 N.T. that he had bid.
In the closed room West was the
declarer at 3 N.T. and made the
game. The position of the Dec-
larer does not seem to affect the
fate of the contract—The lead
was the Queen of Spade in the

OIS
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If there i3 a hold up to the
first trick it is not necessary to
lacate the particular Ace with
North. If North has both the red
Aces the contract is down unless
the Clubs break favourably.

Amends were, however, made
3 deals later. The contract was
the same 1§ N.T. Sadasivam
fulfilled the contract while Mr,
Bhattacharjee sitting West could
not just lay his hands on the
ninth trick.

DeALER : WEST. VoL, E. W.
®AQ85
PJiog7s
O 109
® ]

& K 1042 97

v Qs W A6 g

G A CKQrs2

& 0963 & A82
®J75
VK2
O 8675
dKQ7s

The Jack of Hearts was
led—and when dummy played
small South took the trick
with - the King and played a
small Spade. North  took
the trick with the Queen of
Spades and played ghe Jack of
Clubs which was allowed to
stand, Another trick in Clubs was

lost. '\. v @
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Still the W. Bengal team had a
small lead of 6 points in this
session and went into the last
se sion with what appeared to be
a commanding lead.

In the sixth and last session the
W. Bengal Captain R. N. Dutt,
who played for the first time, sat
as a fine gesture at the table at
which the Madras captain played.

Madras gained 18 LM.P, in
this session and could have drawn
the match if they had bid boldly
in one deal and adopted a better
line of play in another deal.

On the 92nd deal the North
South hands were :

$ Ay

P AQT 0

Q1043

*QIOSQB

6 93
857 $ess
O g86 OKQ75
L 984

@ K ]2

P Ks

OAJ

In the closed room N.
Ramaratnam and Guru Dutt
reached a contract of 6 Hearts,
and won all the tricks. In the
open room a clever bluff double
by K. C. Ramaratnam so agitated
Mitter ! who would not be tricked
out of a slam, and who straight-
away bid 6 N.T.—to ﬁndvout,
much to his chagrin, that still he
had been duped out of a grand

i9

slam. Guru Dutt and N, Rama-
ratnam have not given up arguing
as to who was really responsible
for having missed the grand slam.
Their bidding was

N.R. D.G.
V4 3 &
39 4 N.T.
5 ¥ 5 N.T.
6 & 6Q

It was felt that if North had
assumed the captaincy there
were greater chances of arriving
at a grand slam either in
Clubs or in N.'T. But South in
the exciternent of holding such a
rock-crusher  assumed  charge
and bid only up to alittle
slam. With no certainty of
the Heart King with  his
partner, North passed. Consider-
ing the situation of the match
it was felt that on this hand the
Madras pair should have bid
up to the hilt. Aggressive bid-
ding should have been the key-
note of their strategy. Curiously,
if the grand slam had been bid
the match would have been a
draw.

Yet another opportunity offered
itself. On the penultimate
deal, in the closed room the
contract was a mere § Diamonds,
In the ocopen room a contract
of 5 Diamonds was reached.

The bidding went.

Nortn Sourn  Easr West
X o E Pass  Pass
1 ouble 1 ’ 3 <>
al! asg _
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Dearer Sout, VuL. N-S.

é3
P KQiog842
Q92

o974

®Jgb » AKy
O Axx VAR R+

O QJ854 O AK73
& Q3 P KiroBs

& Qiro7532
&5

{)Ioﬁ

$ AJb62

The spade eight was led and
the trick was taken in the Dummy
with the Ace. T'wo rounds of
Trumps were played cnding
in the Dummv. A small club
was plaved and when the Queen
of clubs stood the declarer had the
contract in hand. Unfortunately
P. 8. Sadasivam missed the
winning line of play. By a
proper handling of the club
suit five Diamonds can be made.
A spade can be discarded on a
club which can be set up after
the Ace is located with South.
Winning the trick with the
Queen of Clubs, a Club is
played and the 8 or 10 of Clubs
is played from Dummy. If itis
won by the nine the deelarer has
to place Ace with South and the
Jack with North and play the
King toestablish the 10, If South
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taok the trick with the knave the
Kingof Clubscanbe immediately
established. Even if South held
all the g vital cards A J g of
Clubs the position was not
hopeless. Asthecards stood it will
be intcresting to note that, after
playing ene round of Hearts,
South finds himself thrown in on
the play of the second round
of clubs ! However, the declarer
made no game try at all and
went down., Had the contract
been made the Madras team
would have secured 250 points
instead of losing 200 points and
this would have sccured the six
IMP to force a draw.

The standard of bidding and
play of the West Bengal plavers
was of a hizh order. One was
impressed by the facility of thejr
hidding and the good under-
standing between the partners.
Most of the players representing
Woest Bengal are not strangers to
us.  While it is difficult 1o pick
out any as outstanding, as all
played well, it can be said that
of the West Bengal players one
was impressed by N. Sen (]r.)
Santi Sen and N. Sen {Sr.).
Robi Roy was adventurous in
his bidding.

Madras lost to a better-knit
team and a team that played
with greates steadiness and better
concentration.

The report on the other matches will be published in the next issuc of

the I. B. W.—Fnp.

CITY ». DISTRICT MATCH
By T.S.C.

The City versus District Match
which was played at the Coim-
patore Cosmopolitan Club on the
26th and 27th October, 1957,
proved to be largely one-sided,
the City Team winning by a
flattering margin of 188 inter-
national match points over 224
boards. The match provided
little exciternent, unearthed no
new talent especially from the
District’s team and wasin a sense
a wash-out as it brought no
solution to the problem of selec-
tion of the Association’s team for
inter-state matches.

Quite a few of the hands were
interesting and the following is a
kibitzer’s account of the highlights
of the first day’s play.

Madras’ No. 1 team and Dis-
tricts’ No. 2 team which met on
the first day appeared well-mat-
ched and the initial session
started on a very sedate note, the
City team leading by only 17
I.M.P. at the end of the first
32 boards. The opening  deal
gave a valuable swing in favour
of the City team whose North-
South Pair called and made a
small slam holding

NorTtH
» AK S
VKy6sp
O Kags
& K],
WEsT East
® Q943 $ 102
V982 Y Qo6 g
¢ 1085 O 97
& 1093 & AB652
SouTH
®Jj765
AJ
CAQTB2
g

With the Heart Queen favourably
placed in the East hand
South found no difficulty in
making 12 tricks losing only to
the Club Ace. The contract was
3 No Trumps at the other table.

Decal No. 12 which provided
another hig swing in favour of
the Madras pair was somewhat
freakish. West dealer, opened
with a preemptive bid of four
spades, North and East passed,
South bid 5 diamonds which
became the final contract and
was set one trick at table No. 2.
At the other table, however, East
opened with 3 spades only and
on South’s double North bid 4
diamonds. South called five dia-
monds but East who felt his hand
was useless defensively ventured
with a five spade bid, as an
attempt at sacrifice, This was
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doubled by North but onSouth’s
initial lead - of the heart knave
the contract was a2 lay down.

Deal No. 19 almost turned
the table in favour of the Mofussi-
lites. The mofussil pair playing
North South at Table I made the
inspired bid of 7 spades as under:

Soutn Wsst Norta EasT

1Y Pass 2 & Pass
g @ Pas 4O Pas
4 NT Pass 5 NT (Grand
7 & Slam force)

Eastled his fourth best heart some-
what desperately and North-winn-
ing with the king in hand crossed
to dummy with a trump, finessed
the Queen of Diamonds, played
Ace led diamond which he ruffed
in the dummy, played his Ace
of Spades and then the Queen of
Clubs locating the king with West
and the Jack with East. When the
King of Clubs did not turn up
from the East hand he played the
Ace and was rather surprised to
see East drop the King of
clubs. The trumps were then
run off to arrive at this end
position.
NorTst

4
63
Soutn

AQ 10
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South could make the grand slam
contract if he could make three
tricks in hearts now (East had
discarded a heart in the mean-
while) or if he finesses East for
the heart knave. Declarer wave-
red a little at this juncture and
finally decided to play for a drop
and went down one. Unfortu-
nately the Madras N.S pair
played the hand at § N T making
all thirteen tricks. This mofussil
North-South pair never got over
the shock of going down on the
grand slam and their subsequent
play was to a large extent influ-
enced by this bad break.

The next deal saw e
Madras Pair bid four hearts atxllld
make 12 tricks without difficulty
but the mofussil pair reached
a five-diamond contract to
go dowu_ one. Here again the
more logical bid reached by the
mofussilites floundered on the
rocks of distribution,

The four hands were :
NortH
L MBCEE)
YV ABsj
O 6
$ KJs43

JANUARY 1958
Bidding-Table I:
West NORTH

1 O Pass I @ Pass
1 NT Pass 30 Pass
3 NT Pass 4 Q? Pass

Table I
WEesT NORTH

1 O Pass 3 ¢ Pass
4 VR Pass 5 & Pass

Pass Pass

East SourH

Deal No 12 in the second session
resulted in a big swing in favour o
the Madras team who scored
game at both tables following
come lukewarm bidding by the
mofussil pair at Table 1. The
full deal bidding and the at both
tables were.

West dealer, N—S vulnerable.

Table I
Nortu East SOUTH WesT

Pass 1 Q 1 @ Pass
Pass 1 & 2 ¢ 2 @

Pass 3 db 3@
4 O Double
Table IT

Norta FEasr SOUTH WEST

Pass 2 dp Pass 2 NT
Pass g d» Pass 3 &
Pass 4 ’ Pass

23

Y QJgb2

O KJiwo873

$ 62
The defence also slipped and
helped South to make his 4 &
doubled contract.

The following deal at Room II
provided a big swing in favour
of the Madras team, the
Madras pairs making a game
at both tables N—S making
4 spades at one and E—W making
5 clubs at another.

#AK 8765432
107
$ 10
$8
& Q] & 109
PAQT4 P K8z
& Qa3 G Aj
&743 dAKJ1052
‘_
Y9653
OKJgB762
& Q96
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Table 1

Wesr NortHe East Sourn

Pass 4 & 5 de Pass
Pass Pass Pass

Table IT

West Norrua FEastr  SoutH
Pass 4 @ Double Pass

Pass Pass Pass

East’s proper bid at table (ii)
appears to be 5 clubs, probably

as a sacrifice against North’s
4 spades contract. West with

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

all his glistening honour cards
was perhaps justified in passing
for penalties his partner’s double
of 4 spades. The 4 spades con-
tract should have been set one
for East-West make one club,
1 Diamond and 2 heart tricks
but East apparently got cold
feet and instead of switching
to hearts when in with the Dia-
mond Ace tamely led back the

suit and the contract was easily
made by N-S.

: If.‘ he says he never argues about bridge, he means that he
never listens to people who don’t agree with him.’

—Sooner: C. B. L. BuLLeTin,

mlllmwm_

By E. SoroMon

Question I.—In a recent dupli-
cate match, bidding in the
following deal stopped at 2
Diamonds but therc was some
discussion over the Correct or
Best bid for the Fast hand.
The East-West hands and the
bidding were :—

WEST EasT
@ 8764 ®»Q
«7 A 10 Y QI8
O 92 O AK1083
& AJgb3y 1072
Degler : East.

Neither side pulnerable.
East SouTH  WEST NorTtH

1 O 1 2 4 —
2 O — — —
Please comment as to how the
East-West hands should_ have
heen bid. Also if a rebid of 3

Clubs by East was preferable to
the 2 Diamonds rebid he made.

Answer.—Fast’s opening bid of
one diamond dopes not _have our
approval. Since the whole of

the subsequent auction by both
pairs was coloured by this incor-
rect opening, East-West arrived
at what, in the light of our
contributor’s enguiry, must have
been an unfavourable contract.
The best contract for East-West
appears to be a part-score in
Clubs. But let us forget this for
the moment, bid each hand in
turn academically, just as though
we had not already taken a
peep into partner’s cards, and
see where the bidding leads us,

We are mildly surprised that
there is any reader of the TLB'W.
so unsophisticated as 1o open
the East hand with one Diamond.
The correct treatment, of course,
is to open with one Heart and to
bid two Diamonds over one
Spade or two Clubs by partner:
If East hids 1 Heart, South
obviously would be deprived of
this bid and presumably would
be left to gnash his tecth, while
waiting to double a high con-
tract in the same suit. The
bidding should thereafter follow
this track, South and North
keeping silent :—
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East WesT
19 2 dp
2 O 2

Should West rebid Clubs on
the second round instead of
showing preference for Hearts,
East would still pass. :

Two Hearts seems to have a
very fair chance of making and
on the expected lead of a spade
would probably be under-written
by Lloyds.

If we have to comply with our
correspondent’s second request
we would say that, supposing,
East did make the incorrect
opening of one Diamond, we
certainly do not think his hand
contains sufficient muscle to give
his partner a lift in Clubs.

Question 11.—Playing in a recent
trial match, T passed my part-
ner's § Spade bid holding :

& J832
Y AK
O Kxx

d K]t

South was dealer, with both
sides wvulnerable, 1 was North
holding the above hand. The
bidding sequence was :

Souts Wsest NomrtH East

P [* —_—
— 2 & 3 &

> |

—

L0 -

The INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

South held :

dAK=xxxxX

TV xxx

O Qx

b x x

Please discuss if North was to

be blamed for not bidding the
game.

Answer —Sorry, we cannot find
much to discuss here. 'Who was
to blame for the missed game ?
We would say both North and
South in almost equal manner,
South should have jumped to four
Spades after partner’s rise not.
withstanding East’s bid of three
Clubs which he should not have
allowed to distract him. North
too might well have taken this
last step on his own foot,
pardon us, hand.

On second thoughts we are
inclined to crime South more.
heavily. Certainly if that craven
coward had hid four Spades
there would be no problem left
for North.

Question IT1.—What is North’s
proper response to Partnet’s take-
out-double on this hand ?

Norih :
& 10
D 108 x
CAQT4
® 387654
Ridding :

East South West  NorTH
1 ¢ Dble — —
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South held ;

XX
XX

A
A
K

[ Iy S
WO M

|

L Rea<l 2

North chose to pass the double
for penalties but North-South
make 5 or 6 Diamonds without
difficulty. Assuming that North
does bid 1 ¢ how do North-
South reach the game or slam
contract? The East-West hands

were !

‘WEesT East
#Qroxxx SEKxxx
¥ K xx XQ"
OQX TO X
& 10xx & AKQJx

Answer.—North's proper res-
ponse to his partner’s_take-out-
double is a bid of one Dl:_imond.
His Clubs are too anaemiic for a
penalty pass and he is obliged

to take out the double even, if

necessary, in a three-card suit.
This is the sort of hand that
given to many expert partnerships
would result almost certainly in
all cases in game bids either in
hearts or diamonds; the ﬁ_nal
contract depending upon slight
differences in treatment according
to the particular partnership
style. We give some exarples :

27
East Sourn Westr Norty

1d Dble. Pass 1 &
Pass 2 P Pass 3 @
Pass 4 ..

OR

East Soute WesT NORTH

rd Dble. Pass t O

Pass 2 Pass 3 ¥

Pass 4 & Pass 4 O

Pass 4 .. .
or 5 &

A partnership employing ask-
ing bids might even reach a
small slam in Diamonds zia the
following route :—

East Sovtw West  NogrTtH
i dp Dble Pass 1O

Pass 2 7 Pass 3

Pass 4@ Pas 50
Pass 6 O .

The crucial bid in all cases
is North’s second call. At this
juncture it would be clear ta
him that his singleton Spade is
of wnestimable value and he must
make the forward-going bid of
three Hearts instead of retreating
into three Diamonds or, worse
still, passing.
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Edited by T. S. CHANDRASEKARAN.

Arrangements in connection
with the staging of the first
Inter-State  contest are now
being finalised.* Four States have
already offered to send represen-
tative teams to take part in the
event which is likely to be held
at Calcutta in mid-January, 1958,
West Bengal, Andhra, Bombay
and Madras participating. Tcams
are also expected from Maha-
rashtra and Rajasthan and the
members will have an informal
meeting after the matches when
the rules and regulations for
the proposed All-India  Body
will be framed. A Gold Rolling
Cup for the winning team has
already been offered by the
Bombay State Contract Bridge
Association and the inter-State
Matches will therefore be watched
with keen interest. More than
winning or losing, this attempt
on the part of the States to come
together and form a jont
organising body for promoting
the game of Contract Bridge is
highly commendable and we hope

the work of the proposed body
will meet with success.
* *

We regret to report the death
of Mr. C. S. Narayanaswami,
at Tiruppur, last month. Mr.
Narayanaswami was one of our
oldest members and was actively
connected with the Deccan Bridge

League and later with the
S. 1. B. A,
L

*

*

*

As a first step to finding out
talent, both latent and poten-
tial, the S.I.B.A. arranged for a
Madras City ». Districts Match
during October. Two teams of
four from each side met and
plaved 112 boards each (224
hoards in all) and the City
Team won by a large margin.
While the City players displayed
superiority in  all departments
of the game it is still felt by a
section of the members that all
available mofussil talent was not
played in the match for various
reasons  and the mofussilites,
can, if tried again, risc to the

* The results of the First Inter-Association Match are published elsewhere.

JANUARY 1958

occasion and give a better ac-
count of themselves, This apart,
the match itself was played in an
ideal atmosphere at the Coimba-
tore Cosmopolitan Club premises
and was highly interesting and
educative. Unlike the Madras-
Andhra match there was a fairly
good audience and the play of
the hands was watched with keen
interest throughout. The follow-
ing were the players:

Madras City :

Team No. I:

N. Ramaratam (Captain).
C. V. Venkatesan.

F. R. Samoo Iver.

B. Venkataramani.

T. S. Chandrasekaran,

Team No. II:

R. Sankaran.

K. Guru Dutt,

5. K. Subramaniam

K. (0. Ramaratnam.

A. 8. Giri.
Mofussil :

Team No. I:
G. K. Sundaram (Capiain).

Subramaniam.
M. Subbiah.

E. N. Mylappan.
Gani.

Team No. I :

Dr. Sahadevan.

Mantappan. )
M.R.S. Manickavelu Chettiar,
V. Srinivasan.

K., R. Sundararajans
Kuttaiyan Chettiar.
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It is hoped that this event will
also be a regular annual feature
and will become the training
ground for selection of representa-
tive teams for the inter-State
matches in future.

G. K. Sundaram who played
the host and B. 8. Krishna-
murthi  who  was  always
with the visitors lending a helping
hand even at odd hours deserve
our special thanks and all prase
for the excellent arrangements
made,

* * *

The efforts to form an All
India Contract Bridee Association
to which will Dhe affiiatcd all
State Bridge Associations have
now bhorne fruit and the first
meeting which wok  place on
25th January, 1958, at Calcutta,
discussed the varions preliminary
1ssurs in this connection,

Much spade-work still remains
to be donc and the efforts of
members at these deliberations
to evoive a plan for the promo-
tion and development of the
game and the formation of a
strong All India Body, will, we
hope, meet with success, Thanks
are due in no small measure to
the great services rendered by
the outgoing Executive Council
for taking up thesc ideas of inter-
State and inter-district matches
with great zest and putting them
into shape,

L * L
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL
BODY MEETING.

At the Annual General Body
meeting of the South Indian
Bridge Association held on 25th
December, 1957, several import-
tant and far-reaching decisions
were taken. Among other things
the decisicn to enhance the rates
of subscription, though not quite
welcome, was more or less in-
evitable in the context of the
ambitious schemes and commit-
ments which the Association has
now undertaken.

The finances of the Association
have also improved and there is
reason  to expect more solid
achievements from the new office-
bearers to be elected at the end
of the year,

The Annual General Body
meeting also voted an expenditure
of Rs. 750 in connection with
sending a representative Madras
Team to take part in the Inter-
State Matches.

‘The following office-bearers
for 1958-59 were elected at the
meeting —

President—

Mr. Justice P. Rajagopalan.
Vice-Presidents—

M. R. S. Manickavelu Chettiar,

K. R. Sundaram Iyer, .

Hon. Secretary—
“T. K. N. Panikker,

Hon. Asst. Secretary— _
J S Balakrishna Naidu,
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Hon. Treasurer—

Shri T. N. Krishnamurth
Naidu. namurtay

Committee Members.

Shri J. Subbuswamy.
Shri T. R. Samu Iyer.
Shri N. Ramaratnam.
Shri K. Gurudutt.
]S)lxl'. 8. T. Achar,
ri G. K. Gopalaswamy.
Shri M. Subbiah, Trichy‘{.
Sh_rl S. Ramalingaswamy, Tan-
jore.
Shri 8. K. N. Meyyappa Chet-
Shtiar, Devakottai.
ri B. 8. Krsh
Coimbatore, namurthy,

ShriV. R, Srinivasachari, Cud-
dalore.

Shri K. R, Soundararajan
Gobichettipalayam. -

_The Association’s annual cham.-
pionship tournaments which were
also played at Ashok Vihar
in the last week of December.
1957, were well contested. Twe
teams from Andhra took part
in the main _ knock-out event
for the Sir T. Sadasiva Iyer's
Rolling Trophy. Dr. 8.T. Achar’s
Team who won this event beating
the T.Nagar Social Club in the
finals deserve to be congratulated
on their  convincing victory.
Among the other events, the
contest played on 23rd December,
1937, 'was most interesting.
Sixteen deals specially prepared
by Mr., Ewart empson
(England)  were played .at 15
tables simultaneously. = The deals
were all highly interesting and
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illustrative. The complete deals

together with comments and the

correct line of play appear

elsewhere in this issue.

ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIP
TOURNAMENT.

Detailed results of the various

events arc :—

Finar Rouxps '

Knock-out team of four : (Sir 'T.
Sadasiva Lyer’s trophy).

Winners : (Dr. Achar’s Team.)

8. T. Achar

P. 8. Reddy

B. Hanumantha Rao

A. S. Giri

K. €. Ramaratnam.

Runners-up = (T Nagar Social club).

S. Palaniswamy

P. S. Sadasivam

K. Ramaswamy

R. Sankaran

T. S. Chandrasekaran.

Progressive Pairs ! .

North-South :  Winners :

G. V. Srikantan

J. Subramaniam.

Runners-up :

G. N, Chary

T. R, Samoco.

East-West :  Winners :

N. Venkata Rao

Appa Rao.

Runners-up :

Kuttaiyan Chettiar )

A. C. Arunachalam Chettiar. -

Master Pairs : Section L
Winners : .

D. N. Reddy : -

A. Ramamurti.

Runners-up ;
Suryanarayanan
Y. Doraiswami,

Section I1.

Winners :

Sri J. Balakrishna Rao
Sriramamurti,

Runners-up :
M. Subbiah
V. Subramaniam.
Par Event—
Winners :  NoORTH-SoUTH.

Radhakrishnamurti
P. R. Sastri.

EasT-WEST :
Kumarappan
Meyyappan.
Runners-up :  NoRTH-SOUTH:

P. S. Sadasivam
S. Palaniswamy.

East-WEST @

T. K. N. Panikker,
N. Sriramulu Naidu.

Individual Championship—
Section 1.
Winner © G. Nanjundier.
Runner-up ; D. N. Reddy.
Section II.
Winner : Rangarajan.

Runner-up : M. K. Sahadevan.

Progressive Duplicate— .

9

Winners : (Ramarainam’s Team).

N. Ramaratnam ‘
C. V. Venkatesan -

B. Venkataramani

K. Guru Dutt,
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Runners-up :

T. K. N. Panikker

M. Rangaswamy

J. Subbusamy

K. Sivaramakrishnan,
Zonal rounds—

Mapras CiTy @

Knock-out team of four event ;
Winners : (T Nagar Social Club).
K. Ramaswamy

5. Palaniswamy

R. Sankaran

P. S. Sadasivam
T. S. Chandrasekaran.

Runners-up : (Ramaratnam’s team).

K. Guru Dutt

N. Ramaratnam

B. Venkataramani

C. V. Venkatesan

G. N, Chary.

Master Palrs @

Mrs., & Mr. Solomon.

Runners-up :
K. Survanarayana
Sivaramakrishnan.
Progressive Pairs :
NORTH-SOUTIL &
Sri K. Guru Dutt
E. Solomon.
Runners-up :
. Hanumantha Rao
H. Appadurai.
EasT-WEST :
T. K. N. Pannikker
Rangaswamy.
Runners-up :
P. 5. Sadasivam
R. Sankaran,
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CommpaTorRE ZONE :

Master Pairs :

M. K. Lakshmiah

Rangaraj
Runners-up :

5. Krishnaswamy

Ch. Subba Rao.

Proaressive Pairs ;
NortH-SouTH !

K. Sundaram

V. Srinivasa Iyer.
Runners-up

S. Krishnaswamy

Ch. Subba Rao,
Fasr-West :

B. 8. Krishnamurti

A. Shanmueasundaram.
Runners-up :

P. R. Kuppuswamy

5. V. Lakshminarayanan.

Team of four :
Kandaswamy
Jagzannathan
Subhiah
Muthu

Duraiswamy Naidu.
Taxjore Zoxk :
Master Pairs :

T. K Srinivasan
Appadurai,

Team of four :

K. Srinivasan
Rajendran
Appadurai

Durai,
TRucHIRAPALLL ZONE :

Master Pairs »
5. K, Ramaswamy
Partner,
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Progressive Pairs :
NORTH-SOUTH :

A. K. Sherfuddin

and Partner.
EAsT-WEST :

5. V. Natarajan

and Partner.

Team of four event :

Sri Y. Duraiswamy Iyer

Kanakaraj

Suryanarayana

Sherfuddin

Gopu.

Cunbarore ZONE :

Master Pairs :

Sri K. Padmanabhan

Nilakantan.

Karatkum ZONE :
Master Palrs .

C. Srinivasan
A. Sundararajan.

Progressive Pairs :
NoRTH SOUTH !

C. Srinivasan

A. Sundararajan.
Easr-WEsT :

T. Sundararajan

Meyyappan.

Team of four event :

S. N. Ar. Kuttaivan Chettiar

Arunachalam Chettiar
Otagappa Chettiar

S. Kasi

I.. Arunachalam.
GioBICHETIPALAYAM ZONE |
Team of four event :

K. R. Sundararajan
Nanjunda Iver
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Srikantan

J. Subramaniam
Rajamani.

Other local bridge activity
was centred round the Mylapore
Club whose annual tournament
has just conciuded.

The complete results are :—
Duplicate knock-put {Team of Four)

U. 8. Ramasunparam RoLuing
TroPHY.

Winners :  (Dr, Achar’s Team.)

S. T. Achar

P. S. Reddy

A. S, Giri

K. C. Ramarathnam

B. Hanumantha Rao.

Runners-up : (K. R. Sundaram

Iyer’s Team.)

K. R. Sundaram Iyer

T. R. Samoo

K. L. Narayana Rao

C. Devarajan

P. S. Sundaresa Iyer.

Master Pairs :  Winners ©

V. R. Veeramani

Sriramulu Naidu.
Runners-up :

Mrs. K. Subramanian

»» A, Srinivasan.

Par Epent :  North-South :
G. N. Chary and K. Gurudutt.

East-West :

A. S, Giriand B, Hanumantha

Rao.

* * *

The Mylapore Ladies Club
sponsored an Open Tournment,
Knockout Team of Four event
only, to mark the Silver Jubilee
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«<elebrations of their club. Almost
all the leading teams in the City
took part. The results were:—
Winners : Vepery Club:
M/s. Sadhuram Dhave
Eipe
Mathew
Punnocose
A. R. Ramanathan.
Ruuners-up : Burmah-Shell Club :

M/s. L. Ramaswamy
R. Rajagopalan
P. K. Janakiram
S. Tharakaraman.

* * *

The Madras City League
Tournament which has just con-
cluded provided an interesting
and keen contest this year. The
final position of teams is :

Won. Lost
P. 5. Reddy’s Team 10
M. L. C.
N. Ramaratnam’s Team
5. V.85.*
K.R. Sundaram Iver’s Team
Baliah’s Team
Burmah-Shell “A?
Madras Gymkhana *B’
Cosmopolitan Club
Burmah-Shell B’
Gymkhana ‘A’
M. C. G P

R R A T R S

9
9
9
I
Io

L PR I ST T - - - R

P. S. Reddy's team and the

Modern Institute of Commerce
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who had lost only one match in
the series will replay to resolve
the tie.**

Guru  Dutt’s Trophy for
the winner in “B” Zone, iz,
(for teams who are neither the
winners nor the runners up in
the previous League Tournaments)
was won by the Suguna Vilasa
Sabha, Our congratulations to

the winners and runners-up.
* * »

The T’Nagar Social Club’s
Annual Tournaments produced a
record number of entries, es-
pecially in the Open Pairs event
and the one-day events. One
hopes that this revival of interest
will be sustained. The results
are given below :

Progressive Pairs :

Nurth-South ;. Winners -

G. N. Viswanathan and U. C.
Radhakrishnan,

Runners-up

V. V. Devanathan and V.
Ganapathi.
East-West . Winners

G. Hanumatha Rao and Henry
Appadurai.

Runners-up

A, 8. Giri and 8. Ram.
Master Patrs :

Winners +

G. N Chary and €, V., Venka-

tesan.

* S V.5, winners of the Guru Duet Tt‘ophy for Group B,

s P, S, Reddy's team und MILC. tied for tac first place. The tie was
resolved by a match in which P. 8. Reddy's Team emerged as winners.
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Runners-up :

T. K. N. Panikkar and M.
Rangaswami.
Open Pairs :

Winners

S. Muthukrishna Iyer and E.
V. Thiruvengadam.

Runners-up :

A. R. Krishnaswami and
Venkataraman,
Pragressive Duplicate :

Winners :

T. R. Samoo, P. S. Sadasivam,

R. Sankaran and T. S. Chandra-
asekaran.

Runners-up :

Suguna Vilasa Sabha, (A. R.
Krishnaswamy, Venkataraman,
C. S. Padmanabhan and T.
Srinivasan).

Individual Championship :

Winners :

N. P, Sarathy and Dr. N.
Vijayaraghavan.

Team of Four D. K. O.
Winners :

P. S. Reddy.

Dr. S. T. Achar.

A, 8. Gint.

B. Hanurmmantha Rac.
K. . Ramarathnam.

Runners-up :

N. Ramaratnam.

C. V. Venkatesan.

E. Solomon. o

B. Venkataramani and G. N,
Chary.
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* L *

The Cosmopolitan  Club,
Tanjore, had their annual open
tournament during the last week
of September. Here again there
was a record number of entries
as many as 22 teams participating
in the knock-out team-of-four
event. These matches were all
keenly contested, Sundaram Iyer’s
team from Madras won the event
eventually prevailing over N.
Ramaratnam’s team, also from
Madras. The latter tied with a
Karaikudi team in the Semi-
final rounds and had to play an
extra eight deals 10 decide the
issue. The results were :

Team of Four :

Winners :

K. R. Sundaram lyer,
J. Subbuswami.

K. Guru Dutt.

G. K. Gopalaswami.
T. R. Samoo.

Runners-up :

N. Ramaratnam.

C. V. Venkatesan.

G. N. Charv.

R. Sankaran.

T. 8, Chandrasekaran,

Pairs Progressive -
East-West + Winners :

G. K. Gopalaswami,
K. Guru Dutt.
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Runners-up :
Y. Duraiswami.
Gopu.

North-South :  Winners :

K. R. Sundararajan.
' Chandramouli,

Runners-up :

S. K. Meyyappan.
Sundararajan,

Master Pairs -

Section 1: Winners :

K. R. Sundaram Iyer.
“N. Ramaratnam.
Runners-up .

E. N. Mylappan.
Gani.

Section IT: Winners :

Rajendran,
Durai.
Runners-up :

Kast.
Arunachalam.

Progressive Duplicate :

Section 1 :

B. 5. Krishnamurthy.
Ramaswami.
Suhbaratnam.

G. K. Sundaram.

Section II :

E. N. Mylappan.

Gani.
Gopu. .
Y. Duraisamt.
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Elaborate arrangements had
been made by the Cosmopoalitan
Club {or the lodging of the
various  visiting teams, Mr,
Ramalingaswami, Col. C. §. V.
Ramanan, Adige, and Mrs. Adige
(who distributed the prizes.)
T. 8. Doraiswamy Iyer (our
Chief Tournament Director} and
the numerous willing workers
who pulled together in attending
to the conduct of the matches and
also to the comforts of the visitors
deserve our grateful thanks, The
occasion was also utilised for a
meeting of the Executive Council
of the Association where after a
lengthy discussion, the basis for
the City-Mofussil  match and
the question of selection of players
for future representative matches
was agreed upon,

" * .

The Tiruchy Union Club Golden
Jubilee Contract Bridge Open
Tournament concluded on
1-12-57. Three events (i) Team
of four, knockout, (2) Pairs
progressive and (3) Master pairs
were conducted and there was
a good response from the
mofussil and 26 pairs competed
in each pair event and eleven
teams competed in the Team of
four knockout event. ‘The Master
pairs event was conducted in
two sessions and the following
are the final results :(—
Master Pairs : 15t Session.

Winners :

Sr M. Subbiah and V. Subra-
maniam.
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Runners-up :

Sri T. R, Narayanachar and
arvodaya.

nd Session.

Winners :

Sri E. N. Mylappan and N.
7. M. Gham.

Runners-up :

Dr. Joseph and M. A. Aruna-
halam Chettiar.
Yogressive Pairs : North-South,

It inners :

Sti E. N. Mylappan and S.
juryanarayanan.

Runners-up :

Sri M. Subbiah and V, Subra-
naniam.

Bast-West : Winners :

$ri M. R. S. Manickavel and
C, Srinivasan.

Runners-up :

S. Parthasarathi and Dr, M.K.
Sahadevan.

Team of four knock-out :—AS
the ﬁnalsfco{ld not be played
within the time, the finalists
agreed to divide the prizes and
as such the following are declared
the joint holders of Dr. T. V. 5.
Sastri Memorial Trophy donated
for this event by Mrs. Kalyani
Ammal and Sri G. Mahadevan.

1. M. Subbiah, V. Subra-
maniam, S. Parthasarathy, R.
Nataraja Iyer, and Dr. M. K,
Sahadevan.
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2. S.R.V. Thatham, 5. T.
Chari, N. Gopalakrishna Iyer,
S. Ratnam, and 5. V. Natarajan,

* * *

The first Inter-State tournament
in Contract Bridge was played at
Calcutta from 22nd January to
29th January, 1958. Four State
Association  teams representing
the Andhra, Bengal, Bombay and
South Indian Buidge Association
(Madras) played g6 dcals against
the other teams on a league
basis. The Andhra Association
Team which emerged victorious
deserve our warm congratulations
for becoming the first National
Champions 1 Contract Bridge.
From all accounts the Andhra
players appear to have playcd
with a tenacity of purpose and
fine team spirit.  The final posi-
tion of the teams was :—

Andhra -~ 5 points
W. Bengal -— 3 poeints
Bombay ~— 3 points
Madras — 1 point.

As in the previous years the
selection of the Madras (South
Indian Bridge Association) team
presented a number of difficulties
to the selectors, With their
seasoned pairs unable to make
the trip at the last minute,
Madras fielded a somewhat
weaker combination and wiht six
players onjy instead of the eight
players allowed for each team.
Nevertheless the team played well
and were unlucky to lose. These
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reverses have set the selectors
thinking and a more broadbased
selection has now been under-
taken. A selection tournament in
which all the local and mofussil
teams have been Invited to
take part is now in progress and
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the final selection will be made
from the winning team. This
step augurs well and one hopes
that new talent will eventually
assert itself and help to shape a

strong representative team in
future years,

4

“What’s your pair number, please?” he asked of one opponent.

< Ten =’ was the answer.

A little later absent-mindedly he asked the same question of the
other opponent and got the same answer.
*“ That " observed the first opponent tartly “is the only thing

we've agreed on all night

tE]

First Bridge Player : “ I can't get into my shoes ™,

Sccond player : “ What ? Feet swelled too *?

. N. E. B. C. BuLLETIN.

PAR DEALS.
Set By E. KeEMpson.

DE'ALI:
98
Y Ao g
O Kgs532
642
K]~ d AGS3
8657  Jyerse
$QJ o O Ab Y
$ AB7; & K 3
@ Q1052
Y KQy
O 87
»dQJrog

Official Bidding :

Nortit East SovtH WEST
Pass 1 Pass 1 &
Pass 1 N.T. Al Pass

Official Contract :
Fast to play at 4 Hearts.
South leads & Q.

Declarer’s only hope is that

the adverse trumps are evenly
distributed and he should there-
fore attack trumps at cvery stage.
DeaL 2:
& 652
¢ 643
O Bs542
& 843
AKS&S & 73
37 AK7 Zl 7 85
O QJ o O Agb
& 62 & KJiog7s
@®QJioo
P QJieg
O K73
. & AQ

Official Bidding :

East SoutrH WEesT Norra
Pass 1 & Dbl Pass
2 dp Pass 2 N.T. Pass

7 & Pass 9 N.T. All Pass

South leads @p Q. Dummy wins.
and leads a Club on which East
plavs the g.

South should lead the ¢ K
when in with the club trick as
it is now obvious to him that
declarer’s entry to cash his club
suit when established is { A,
If O K is ducked, Dummy
should attack & suit again to
set the contract.

DearL 3:

Official Bidding :

NortH East SourH West

Pass Pass 1 4 2

Y Pass  Pass Pass
West leads O Q.

Declarer should duck the open-
ing lead and then eliminate
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Suit by trump entries (o
gxmmy an%l then lead & Q
from hand. The aliernative line
of playing ¥ K 1t trick 3 will
also work thoughthis is surmised
as an inferior line of play by the
composer.

DealL 4:

NorTH

65 -

Y KQJ83

O o2

SdKJBage
WesT East
& KQJiws2 $ Ag43
N VA 07
OAQ] o876
»AQS5 % 863

SoutH

® 7

V9654

O Kgs32

& 642

Official Bidding :
West Norta East  Sourn
14 29 2 & Pass
4 NT. Pass 5 V) Pass
6 b Pass DPass Pass
North leads @ K.

A perfect elimination play not
beingpeavailablc due to lack of
entries in dummy, Declarer’s
best line is to win the opening
trick, lead alow diamond for a

finesse, enter the dummy by a
hich trump, ruff a low heart,
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enter dwmnmy again by a trump,
finesse a $ again, cash & A\,
enter dummy with the low
trump (still preserved)} to chuck
off a low club on the P 10 w
end play Narth,

Dear 5 &

NorRTH

$» 42

PAQ]J2

O 7642

$d Ar62
WesT EAsT
& K ®Jiog8s
V8732 Y Kiog
C Q853 O Jioog
$Jiogs * ;54

SOUTH

o AQ762

V964

O AK

*KQj
Official Bidding :

NortH FEast Sourn WesT
Pass Pass 1 &  Pas

2 Pass 2 N.T. Pass
3 N-T. Pass Pas Pass
West leads & J.

The club lead is won by the
declarer and a low Heart is led
to the Queen in dummy. If
East returns a Spade, Declarer
should not lose his Queen in the
first round to provide against
singleton King with West. A
safety play.
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Official Bidding :

Fast  Souts Wesy NORTH

1 @ 1 ’ 20 Pass

2 7 Pass 4 P All Pass
South leads King and then the

Ace of Spades.

Declarer should trump the
Spade return and after playing
top trumps run his diamond and
club suits, A safety play.

Deay 7:

s mpo®
~HoQP O
.-p-""

b |

e

»O 3P
>‘—|‘—r5
RS S
2P P T poad
‘D-.lﬂ;.n
- o
O‘lw*m
mU'ILDEDp
-P-mﬂbm
mnmm
| 5]

*l
Official Bidding :

Sourn Wesr Nort East
14 Pas 2 P Pau
2 ¢ Pas 4 & All Pass

West leads A Kand @ of
Clubs,

This is an easy defensive Par,
W can easily see that even a
Knave in trump with E can
promote his to if the last club
is continued.

DraL 8¢
NorTH
‘_..
Y Kiobs
OAQE6
& AJ8753
‘WEsT East
AQo7654 & 1032
3942 CJ87
¢ 109 QOKJ85gs
& 4 d [0 2
SourH
&#KJs8
P AQs
Q742
S KQgh
Official Bidding :

Nortit East Sovin Wast
1 & Pass 3 dp Pass
5 d Pass  Pass Pass

East leads & 10.

Spade suitis eliminated and after
adverse trumps are drawn three
rounds of Heart (A, Q and low)
are played. North should insert
his 10 on the grd round of Heart
as a measure of perfect safety.
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DeaL g:
® 54
¢ J642
O Qls
#KQJrog

é A @ KQJioghy

¢V Qg Y AS

O AK89642 O —

& 732 » ABG4
$ 6532
¢YVKiwo753
1093
$ 5

Official Bidding :

Norte Eastr Soutm WEsT

Pass 1 b Pass 2 {
Pass 5 & Pass 4
Pass 4 N.T. Pass 5 &
Pass 5 &

South leads & 5.

The best line for the Declarer
is to win the opening lead,
enter to the Dummy’s & A,
cash O A & K (discarding
Heart A and a club from hand)
ruff a third diamond and run
ali the trumps and end-play South
by a low Heart.

DEAL 10:
& AQG6
¢ A109
O AQ52
& w032
é 83 $ 10974
P K86y
N LD S Y
&Qo874 65
dK]Js52
@54
O K746
$ AK]
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Official Bidding :

Easst Soutd West Norta
Pass 1 & Pags 2
Pass 4 & Pass Pass

North plays at 6 NT. East leads
D 4 '

East and West should . co-
operate in discards so that when
the cdeclarer after cashing his
Spade and diamond thicks tries
to endplay West by playing
Heart 10, East should take the
lead and break through a club.

DeaL 11 :

Qlw742

thﬁsz
Qg8

SOIP
m'—da =]
P

9

e b R

OGP
T

0
10762
Q653
Official Bidding :

Sovrn  West Norta  East
1O 19 2 & Pass
4 NT. Pass
7 @ Al Pass

3 de Pass
5 Pass
East leads @ 1.

A club finesse is necessary for
the 12th trick and a Vienna
coup (squeezing West between
@ and ) will give the 13th

trick.

-
-
»
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Dzar 139:
®J4
V105432
O Jio8
8
QAKB‘z 543 763
CPKQ?6 Q@ —
0 Qags O AK 7632
]2 ’ & Kog4
104G 5
QAJoS
O 4
$AQI07D

Official Bidding :

West NorTH EasT Sg;rs'ﬂ
14 Pass 30

39 Pass 4 & Pass
4 NT. Pass 5 ¢ Pass

6 4 by West. North leads Q J.

The lead is suggestive of a
singleton diamond somewhere
preferably with South and thcthc-
larer’s best line of play s 10
pull out adverse trumps, cash
two more diamond tricks and
discard a low club from hand
on the fourth diamond and then
lead a low club from dummy
to his knave. South is endplayed,

DeavL 13.:

& AQ

3
4
8512
$ 1097
QKJjabz2
& 63
$»9gba

2
3
9
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Official Bldding :
NortH  East SourH WEest

1 Pass 1 & Pass
3 N.T. Pass Pass Pass

The best hope for the contract
is to get 4 tricks in clubs and the
safest way for this is to play a low
one from hand straightway and
then enter dummy to finesse the
King of Clubs through West.

DEAL 14 :

Official Bidding :

East SouTtHE West NorTtH

1 O Pass 1 4 Pass

1 NT. Pass g NT. All Pass
South leads & 7.

North should repeat Club  suit
if declarer ducks. When Dia-
mond suit is  first played by
Declarer from Dummy North
should allow South to take the
trick with his K. When South
plays club North should jettison
his { A.
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Deav 15
® Q4
YPAKQio8
OCAB73
& 52
& K]Jro $ 9876312
Q@ — P64
OKiogz O Q654
dQJo873 H6
® As
VJo7r532
o J
$ AKio

Official Bidding : -
. Norrd East Soutn West

X x [O Pass
3 Pass 4 Q  Pas
4_NT. Pass 5 ¥ Pass

v Pass Pass Pass
West leads Club Q.

A dummy reversal and Vienna
coup will effect a squeeze on
West between @ K and Hearts,
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DeAL 16

Official Bidding :
West  NortH Eastr  Soutw

1 O 1 Y 20 2Q
4 N.T. Pass 5 O Pass

Draw adverse trumps, eliminate
Spade suit, lead a low club and
duck it with 7 from dummy. A
safety play for g sure club
tricks.

&

At the Summer Nationals, a pair was asked whether they
played weak or strong No-Trump and received the reply: *“ Nothing
is weak but our Bridge and our brains. That's why we play this

game

JOTTINGS AND CUTTINGS.

WorLD CHaMPIONS.

The World Championship
Match concluded in January 1958
at Como (Italy) and in a three
cornered fight the Italian team
(the holders) again emerged
winners.  For the first time a
South AmericanTeam also took
part in the championship. The
United States Team was
captained by Mr. J. R. Craw-
ford and * consisted of S.
Sildor, Rapee, Becker, Al Roth
and Stone. The line up of
the Italian Team was the same
as last year; Chiaradia, For-

uct, Belladonna, I\’Iassungy

"Alelio, Siniscalco, and Avarelli.

The Italian Team won by
37 IMP. over 164 boards the
match against the United States.
The South American team
lost to both the Italian and the
United States teams by 73 and
62 IMP. respectively.

®
PROFPRIETIES.

On the subject of proprieties—

There are not many players
inb;he top class who rc_fra1':ilhl§rorl;l
observing the proprieties, thoug
there are a fcv]: who are alleged
to be uncthical. It is all too
easy 1o throw the tag of im-
morality and those of us who
Rossip at the 1gth hole are
sometimes guilty of expressing
uncharitable thoughts. A player
who bids after his partner’s hesi-
tation is not, ipse fecle un-

ethical. Indeed 3 Player who
refrains from bidding in  such
circumstances may just be a
moral  coward. Where, for
example, one side is bidding
Hearts and the other side Spades
the opponent’s hesitation be-
fore passing a bid of four Spades
should not automatically force
his partner to pass ; further-
more the statement that *“ Your
slow pass, partner, has pre-
vented me from taking any
action ™ is, as often as not,
gratuitous nonsense. Suppose you
hold 2 A K x x x and an outside
ace and that, with the aid of
two raises from your pariner, you
have bid to four hearts. Your
right hand opponent bids foyr
Spades, he and his partner
having bid that suit from the
start of the auction. If you
take a few seconds to ponder
whether to bid five hearts o
double or pass, and then pass,
why should your partner’s bid
of five hearts be unethical? If
he is always going to bid
5 hearts he is fully entited to
do so after your slow pass.
If otherwisg, it would be to
encourage 311: directional slow-
ing bid—Ewart Kempson
pEﬁsistor, Bridge Magazine. FRom

)

CONTRIBUTIONS.

The editor once again re-
quests readers of the Bringe
WorLp and lovers of the game
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of Bridge to send in their con-
tributions for publication. The
detay in the issue of the
magazine is largly due to the
insufficiency of matter to make up
a sizable issue, If any difficulty
is experienced in the submission
of full and complete articles as
such, we would like to suggest
that atleastinteresting or unusual
hands that one may come across
may be passed on to us with or
without any comments on the bid-
ding or play. The players could
remain anonymous. Will readers
bear this request in mind and note
to jotdown any interesting or freak
hands and send them on to us?
We would like to draw the
attention of our readers once
again to the prize offered by
Mr. T. K. Srinivasa Iyengar, the
veteran bridge player of Tanjore,
for the best article published in
the pages of this magazine.

A New FEATURE,

1t is proposed to start a
feature similar to that which
appearedin the AMERICAN BRIDGE
Worrp a few vyears ago. The
feature will be *“ Their favourite
hands”. It is  proposed to
request some of the top players
in the State to give one of two
hands that they consider the
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most interesting  or difficult
that they played or defended
during  their Bridge career,
The co-operation of Bridge
players is necessary to make
this feature a success, and we
have no doubt that we can look
forward to such co-operation
from our readers and Bridge
players.

L
A CHrEETMAS Wisw,
Dear SanTa,
What do I want for Christmas?
I'd like a crystal ball
For use in bridge, to answer
My problems one and all.
T'd ask it for assistance
If 1 should be in trouble,
And it would tell me when to bid,
Or pass, or raise, or double,
When I'm in doubt, T'd ask it :
“Is my opponent bluffing?
Should 1 rebid ? Should I finesse?
Is this the time for ruffing ? »
I’d ask it all these questions
And many, many more
And I"d win a lot of master points
With a most impressive score.
Hapelully,
FoNDa BripcE,
P. $.—It would be nice if you
would give one to my partner,
too !
(Courtesy—New Hampshire
Bridge News.)
L
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SerectioN of TEAMS.

The selection of teams to re-
present the Association in Inter-
Association and  Inter-State
matches has been a big and
vexing problem. The authorities
of the S. 1. B. A. have
made a new departure this
time for the selection of
the team to represent the Associ-
cation against the Andhra Associ-
cation.

It will be interesting to know
how such selections are made in
the United States, France and
Great Britain. None of the'm
have, however, evolved any satis-
factory procedure or system of
selection. In the United States
it has now been settled that the
choice will be between the
team that wins the Vanderbilt
Cub and the team that wins the
Master’s event at the National
championship. In France the
selection is made by the playing
of over 500 deals by select
pairs and the first three
Pairs that get highest score com-
puted in terms of match points
are to be invited to represent the
country. In Britain there was
some misunderstanding last vear
over the method of sclection, and
this year they have invited
Reese and Schapiro to the team
and the remaining four players
are to be selected from a series of

&
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Trial matches to be played
between four Teams of Four
invited  for  this  purpose.
Reesc and Schapiro along with
the winning team of four players
will represent their country.

Y

How To DeEcipE ProTEsTs.

An old time Duplicate bridge
Director who was known for the
remarkable speed with which
he disposed of protests was
asked by a close friend to
explain it,

“1 always listen 1o the pro-
testant, and then make a decj-
sion.”

‘¢ Never to the other side ?”

“Well, T did at first, but I
found that it confused me.”

—Sooner : C. B, L, BuLLenn,

¢

ANOTHER WIN FoR
CHARLIE GoRen.

Captaining a Regency Club
Team, representing the U, §,
Charles Goren won the round.
robin contest between five Teams,
The Match was played at Puntz
del Este, Uruguay in February.
Goren’s Team won all the
matches. The other contestants
were  from  Chile, Uruguay,
Brazil and Argentine. Goren's
Team did not include some of the
regular members of his troupe,
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FORCING BIDS

By N. MUTHUKRISHNA IYER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore,

Part 1

General.

Culbertson says, ** Many years
ago in auction bridge I held :

NL:KQJimwo:AKj42:
AK Qo

We were in a rubber game
and the opponent on my right,
a sound player, bid originally
four spades. My partner was
a relative stranger but looked
intelligent, I bid five spades.
Partner bid six clubs, holding
865 :074:93 :97632.

We made six clubs with a
little luck, and a large profit.
That was the hirthday of the
Forcing Principle, vears before
contract bridge.” His instruc-
tions to his partner, J. Carpenter,
in 1930, were: © Never open the
bid with more than one : never
pass when partuer jumps : ahways
jump the bid with astrong hand.””
This is the genesis of the Approach
Method or Rule which means
that when opening or responding

prefer a suit bid of one to any
other—subject to the rules relat.
ing to game and slam forces, etc.
Opening one-bid in a suit is the
most economical, ideal and stra-
tegic bid in contract bridge.

A necessary corollary of the
Approach Method and an inte-
gral part of the same, and the
basis of every system without
exception is the Forcing Prin-
ciple. Ely Culbertson is cre-
dited to have originated and
developed this principle iIn
1927-28, Bidding should be
opened as low as possible to
facilitate exchange of information
and 1o ensure at the same time
that the bidding also will never
dic prematurely, It aims at,
without  risking a pass, (1)
choosing the best bid in the
partnership hands—for a game,
a contract of one’s own or a
double of the opponent’s con-
tract for penaltics {game force) :
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(ii) locating the key cards
for slam (slam force) :

(iii) finding out the limit of
partner's response (onc round
force).

Forcing bids or demand b_ids
are not mere strength-showing
bids : they are much more power-
ful and no option is given to the
responder but to - bid according
to the nature of the force. Itisa
fallacy to say that almost every
time one partner makes a bid,
the other is forced to respond
or rebid : it is equally fallacious
to say that the opening bidder is
obligated to go on bidding if
the responder so much as winks
an eyelid to show that he is alive.
Bids are forcing according to their
nature, not merely because they
are bids, When a forcing bid is
made, the partner is compelled
‘to open his mouth whether he
wills it or not and it is his duty
to bid again unconditionally—so
long as there is no intervening bid
by the opponent—irrespective of
any or added values and keep the
bidding open : the Pass ceases to
exist ©  “* Theirs not to reason
why but theirs to do or die.”
Ely says “people have been
shot for less™. A truec game
forcing bid may not be passed
even if your previous bid was out
and out psyche on a blank hand”
or even if you are convinced that
your partner—the forcer—is a
congenital idiot, the bidding must
go on. * The obligation to reach
a game after a two-bid, like the
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obligation to respond 10 any
forcing bid is a matter of good
bidding and not a maiter of
bridge law. Legally a player
cannot be forced to bid at any
time. Occasionally a violation
of partnership  understanding
yields a profit but this is short-
sighted economy because it
risks more in loss of partnership
confidence . Itisobserved that,
“ Neither the Culberton systems
nor any other system can super-
sede the official laws of contract
bridge and though such and’such
a bid is played andjor announced
as forcing in the system, it is
entirely lawful for any plaver to
back out of his own system when-
ever he chooses and pass instead
of making a bid,”

Bids—whether natural, art-
ficial or conventional—which
by their very nature compel and
dernand a response from partner
are “ captain bids ” and one who
makes these bids is known as the
‘“ Captain ”’; and the responder
is known as the “soldier” be-
cause he obeys. Bids which are
neither of the captain nor of the
soldier variety are non-committal
bids leaving an option to the
partner to proceed as the exi-
gencies of the situation demand.
Some bids more or less urge,
and some others blast according
to the nature and degree of
strength. There is a clear dicho-
tomy between forcing and non-
forcing bids : there is no such
thing as *' semi-forcing ”' or *“ g5

*
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per cent.” forcing, or “‘practically
forcing” in the Culbertson Sys-
tem, while some other experts of
whom Charles H. Goren is one
speak of “‘semi-forcing™ bids, etc,
These ° semi-forcing ” bids of
Goren and others are classed in
the Culbertson system as ¢n-
couraging, urging or strength-
showing ones of the non-forcing
category to which partner may

if his previous bid was not
up to snuff.

Some bids are forcing to game,
some are forcing for a round only,
and some are urging and stren-
gth-showing : the nature of the
force should always be kept in
mind. A forcing bid may appear
at any stage of the auction, (1) at
the very beginning by the opener,
(ii) after the opening during the
earlier stages by any player,
(iii) or at about the very near
end of the auction. Who and at
what time he makes the bid are
irrelevant but it is only the nature
of the bid that gives it the force,
There can be a series of forcing
bids. A forcing bid is clear and
an inferential force is obiique.

¢t State where you can and hint
only when you must.”” In spite
of any forcing situation a penalty

double may always be passed.

The forcing nature of the bids
are the same in Rubber or Dupli-
cate Bridge. Because the phile-
sophy of bidding in duplicate
competition bridge is a bit varied
from that of the Rubber Bridge,
a jump-suit forcing take-out is
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resorted to whenever possible
and more freely, because in dupli-
cate bridge the opening hand,
with a shaded bid, is permitted
to pass a suit take-out, double
raise or 2 no-trump take-out,
Forcing situations current in
the Culbertson system are treated
herein : yet forcing situations
current in other systerns are also
indicated for the purpose of
comparison or contrast.

‘Game Forome Bips.

“A bid of exactly one more
trick than iz necessary, whether
an opening bid, a raise, or a
rebid, and whethetr in a suit or
in no-trump, is, with rare ex.
ceptions, forcing to game, After
the bidding has been opened,
any jump bid, when such a jump.
is exactly one trick higher than
needed to overcall the last bid,
is reserved for a game-forcing:
bid." A bid in a suit first bid
by the opponent in some instances
and any response to a bid that is
strength-showing but not forcing
are also listed as game-forcing
bids. Bids forcing to game simul-
taneously obligate both the
partners to reach game or double
the  opponents for penalties,
Culbertson classifies these bidy as
“limited and unlimited.” A limi--
ted game-forcing bid announces
no aim beyond that of reaching
game, and so isnot forcing once
game has been reached. An
unlimited forcing bid hints at
a slam and is forcing for at least
one round even if game has been
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reached. An opening two-bid
in a suit, or 2 jump take-out or
rebid in a new suit, is forcing
for at least one round even if
{with a part-scorc) game has
been reached. A two no-trump
take-out or double raise of an
opening bid is not forcing if it is
enough for game.

North-South have 4o on score.
The bidding :

S. w. N. E.

17  Pass 24 or 3 { Forcing
2NT.or3 Not Forcing.

These are the game-forcing bids :

A. Any opening two bid in any
suit is game forcing.

B. A jump response to part-
ner’s opening bid of one in a suit
or no-trump is normally a game
force and raises a fair hope of a
slam,

C. A jump rebid of exactly one
trick in a new suit by the opener
after his partner has responded
to the opening bid is forcing
to game. '

D. A bid in the suit first bid by
the opponent is sometimes forcing
to game.

E. Any bid in a suit after
reaching game level, if that bid
is short of a game, is forcing.

F. Any response to a bid that
is strength showing but not for-
cing, is forcing to game.

These are dealt with in detail
now,
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_ A. Any opening two-bid in any suit
15 game forcng.—The Four Aces
in their book credit Waldemar
Von Zedtwitz (also known as
“Waldy” or the “Baron” or
the “Del Sorto of the Bridge
Table ”) with being the origi
nator of the forcing two-bid
in the suit and the negative two-
ne-trumnp  response.  This s
the only opening bid that is forcing
to game unconditionally and
demands an eventual game con-
tract even when responder has a
blank hand (and 15 forcing for
at least a round even i enough
for game when there is already
a part-scorc in rubber bridge}.
If there is no obliging intervening
bid by the opponent, partner is
bound to respond and keep res-
ponding no matter how many
umes or how empty a hand he
may hold: and the Pass is
barred 1l a game is reached or a
penalty is assured. An opening
two bid in any suit is of the
unlimited tvpe and is forcing for
at Jeast a round in part-score situ-
ations—to which if partner makes
a positive response, i.e., a raise, suit
take-out, or jump to three no-
trumps, the opener must bid
again. If the opener (two-bidder)
names a new suit, it is again
forcing for a round : thereafter
when and if a new suit is bid by
either partner it is forcing for a
round., Only if either partner
rebids in no-trumps or in a suit
already bid, the force lapses ;
but if the player wishes to make
a forcing bid in the suit already
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named, he must jump one trick
in that suit.

Part Score. N.S. 40.
S. W. N E.
{a) 2 4 Pass2 N.T. Not foreing.

LR St
{c) 2 dp Pass 2 NT. or3dp 3O

Forcing.

Theodore A. Lightner was
the first player who advocated in
print that a forcing two-bid may
be dropped short of a game some-
times. The Limit-Twe Bid of
Culbertson is a special form of the
forcing two-bid which has to be
announced to the opponents at
the outset, The essential differ-
ence between this special form of
the forcing-bid and the regu-
lation forcing two-bid is that in
this instance a rebid hy the
opener in the same suit at the
level of three following the nega-
tive two no-trump  response
only by thc partner takes the
force away, and the partner
shall decide if he shall pass or go
further ; and if the partner’s
original response is anything but
two no-trumps the force conti-
nues to game. For example.

S. w. N. E.
(a) 2 Pass 2NT. Pass
3 ¢ Not forcing.
(¢) 2@ Pas2NT. Pass

g dpor O or ¢ Foreing to
game,

7

S, W. N. E.
(¢} 24 Pas 20 Pas
3 & Forcing to game.
(dy 24 Pass 2O Pass
2 Pays 2NT, Pas
3 dp Forcing to game,

The Weak-two bid.—A recent
development in the Four Aces
System and the familiar opening
bid of Schenken, Stayman,
Crawford and others—is the
opening two-bid in any suit
except clubs, showing a hand of
less high card strength than an
opening one-bid, the deficiency in
honor-strength  being  made
up by winners, by length, strength
and distribution of the trump
suit and the hand as a whole.
These are mild pre-emptive bids
doing things to prevent the oppo-
nents getting too high, Opening
two in any suit except clubs is not
forcing and opening two in clubs
is game-forcing. This is not part
of the Culbertson system and
has to be announced to the
opponents at the outset.

In the Limit Two-bid of Afyron
Field, the two-club opening is
unconditionally forcing to game
except in those cases where after
a two diamond response the
opeaer shows a maximum two
no-trump hand ¢ la Stayman.
Twao-bids in other suits are forcing
for a round only.

In the Facoby Two-bid (designed
by Oswald Jacoby) all opening
two-bids—excepting one  rare
exception—are forcing 1o game :
opening bid of two clubs differs
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from an opening bid of two in any
other suit; a bid of two spades,
hearts or diamonds is an ordinary
jump bid, opener guaranteeing
a singleton or a void suit in his
hand but an opening bid of two
clubs may be a strong forcing
two-bid without a singleton or
void or it may be an immensely
powerful hand.

In the Two-club convention, in
the C.A.B. and the British Acol
Methods an opening two-club
is the only game-forcing bid :
opening two in other suits are
not game-forcing but strongly
invitational. In the Acol Me-
thod, following the response of
two no-trumnp to an opening bid
of two in diamonds, hearts or
Spades, the opener must jum
tc??’gur level if he does not wan];
to be left in,

In the Viema System opening
two-bid in any suit is an opening
Asking Bid and is a qualified

game-force ; the opener is the -

Captain of the bid and he can
stop going to game, but not the
responder.

In the Gladiator System open-
ing two-bid in the club suit only
but not in any other, is a game
force.

B.—A jump response o partner’s
opening bid of ane in suil or no-trump
ts normaily & game force and raiscs
a fair hope of a slam. The
jump response is either a double
raise in the major but not the
minor suits, or a jump shift
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take-out in a new suit or no-
trump. “‘ After the bidding
has been opened, any jump bid,
when such a jump 13 exactly
one trick higher than needed to
overcall the last bid, is reserved
for a game forcing bid.” The
opener is obligated to go game
regardless of the fact that he
may have opened on absolute
minima,

S. W. N. E.
() 14 Pas 34 Forcingto

game.
(ii) 1 Pass 3¢ Not forec-
ing at all.
(iii) 1dp Pass 2O orQordp
Forcing to-
game.
(iv) 14 Pass 30 orQorde
or 2
Forcing to-
game.
M 10 Pass 1 Q.
14 Pas 2 NT.

Not forcing but only strength
showing since the jump is on a
rebid.

(vij t&@ Pass 2 NT Game

Force.

(vii) 1 <7 Pass 3 4 Isadouble

jump, and is a pre-emptive bid :
not forcing at all.

(viii) 1 ? Pass 2 @ 2 NT or

3d or 3 { Game Force.

In sequence (viii) if west should
intervene with an overcall North
should jum&onc trick higher
than that last overcall.
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For example :—

S. W. N E.
() 1P 14 3Qor2NT. Fore-
ing to
CGame.

(i) 10 2 por2O 3V
(i) b1 or P3O
(iv) 1de2 O 3Qord
V) 102439 3@} No

30 ¢ game
3 dp | force.

i G
V) 1O 2 s by e

The double raise in the major
but not in the minor suit, or

jump take-out in suit or no-trump

changes neither in strength nor
in its forcing nature regardless
of an intervening overcall.

S, W, N. E.
1d 1O 2NTor 4,9 Pass.
3 dp Pass 3 or Y Pass,

South must bid till game 1%
reached.

But a2 jump take-out in suit
over opponent’s take-out double
is forcing not to game but to one
round only ; and a jump raise
over opponent’s take-out double
is not forcing at all. For ex-
ample :

S. W. N E.

14 DL 2 Pass.

t ¢ Dlorzéor2NT.or3de
or3 $.

9

South must bid again but may
drop a game. South must kee
the bidding open for Nor
giving him ‘the option to go
game or not: and if North
should make a bid short of a
game, South is not obligated to
bid again or reach a game.

s, W. N. E. -

1 P Dl 3P —
North requires four strong or
any five trumps, perhaps a single-
ton, and about one and half
honor-tricks in all showing about
five winners to raise the hearts
to three level after the inter-
vening double by west. This is
nothing more than a pre-emptive
bid and South ordinarily passes
unless it be, he has enough
strength to have another bid

over non-forcing single raise.

S. W. N. E.
1 NT. DL sdp —
Three clubs is not forcing at

all since the double by West is
not the take-out variety.

Some players are apt to feel
some difficulty in finding the
true nature of the force in the
following situations :—

S. W, N. E.

(h 1Y DL ReDlL Pass.
Pass 14 3 ordp
or .
(i) 1 Pass 14y DL
Pass 2dp 3570130,
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In sequence (i) does the re-
double by North at the first
instance give any force to or
take it away from his subsequent
bid ? What 1s the nature of the
force, if any ? I should hold the
bid of three hearts, or clubs or
diamonds game forcing in spite of
the double by West. This seq-
nence is not dealt with directly
in any text-book. The redouble
by North tells South: ‘Partner,
do not be intimidated by the
double. 1 think we have the
best hands. I will tell you more
about mine later.” North waits
without fear ¢ that the bidding
will mount tco high before his
next chance to calll” North
assumes at least temporarily the
captaincy of the team, announces
the balance of power to be in
favour of North-South, hints part-
ner to pass the next bid arcund
to him and, promises another
bid. The Gold Beok says,
“With strong hands, two or
more honour tricks redouble with
distributional strength, and make
a jump forcing takeout with a
freak including 23 or more hon-
our-tricks.”  The redouble does
not take the force away : only
this is a case of “delayed” game
force. In sequence (i) North’s
hid of hearts after a posi-
tive original response of one
spade, though it be after East
has doubled is sufficiently urging
(but not forcing) on South as a
strength-showing bid. This is a
case of rebid and not a direct
first response by North, to be of
any force at all,
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If a player’s opening one no-
trump 1s doubled, holding 14
to 2 honour tricks partner shall
redouble ; holding honour cards.
with even one honour trick a
redouble will not be out of place.
A double raise is meaningless.
After the double partner takes.
out in a suit at the minimum
leve. only as a “rescue . The
question of the responder making
a jump shift in a suit afier an
intervening overcall is not directly
covered in any text-book ; in the
Chapter on Free Bids, Culbertson
speaks of the forcing or non-
forcing nature of the various
responses to opening swil-bids.
In the chapter on “Opening No-
trump bids” he mentions the one
instance of the non-jump suit
takeout afier an intervening over-
call being a weak bid which is
not forcing : nor does he mention
the case of a jump shift in a new
suit after the intervening double,
the very obvious reason being
Ehat the double of the no-trump
Is not a takeout but a penalty
double. None of the free take
outs whether simple or jump
after an intervening double or
over-call of an opening one no-
trump is a force.

A jump response in no-trump
after an intervening overcall is
game-forcing. For example

S. w. N E.

() té 1 ¢ 2NT Forcing

to game.

(ii) 1 2 < 2 NT. Not forcing
because mnot a jump response :

APRIL—JULY 1958

but is a strength-showing bid
being almost as strong a hand as
though made without the oppo-
nents’ bid.

Is a jump response in no-trump
after an intervening takeout dou-
ble forcing ? If so what is the
nature of the force ? Where
Culbertson speaks of bids over
the opponent’s take-out double,
he makes the statement, ““ with
strong hands, two or more honour
tricks, redouble with distributed
strength, and make a jump for-
cing take out with a freak in-
cluding 24 or more honour
tricks. With  strong  hand
and distributed strength ..,
no-trump hands) the redouble is
contemplated and advised : with
strong hands and freak distri-
bution (le. unbalanced suit
pattern type) the take-out is not a
jump in no-trump but in suit.”
Therefore Culbertson rules out
the sequence, shown below.

S. w. N E.
1<Q DL 2 NT.

In part-score situations, when
the player makes a forcing suit
take-out of an opening suit or
no-trump bid of one, or makes a
forcing rebid over partner’s res-
ponse, such a bid is forcing for a
round only ordinarily. If the
response to the forcing bid is
the naming of a new-suit or
jumping one trick in his own
suit it is again forcing for a
round. “As in the case of the
opening two-bid, any bid in a

1t

new suit and any jump in a
suit previously bid is forcing
for one round thercafter, Buat
if either partner simply rebids his
suit or bids no«trump, the other
may pass. A double raise in
partner’s major suit is not forcing
when game has already been
reached: likewise a two no-trum
take-out is not forcing if it 13
enough for a game : these are
limited forcing bids.”

A double raise of opening
bid of one in any minor suit is
re-emptive and strength-show-
g but is not forcing even for a
round. Mr. Moyse says that the
double raise of a minor suit is the
least useful and the least neces-
sary bid and that you will come
out all right if you never use the
double raise of a minor suit.
It does not urge the partner to
pass but he is permitted to pass
rather than get into an unmakea-
ble eleven-trick contract in the
minor suit, or three no-trumps.
Goren does not  distinguish bet-
weent jump raises in minor or
major suits in this instance, but
states *‘ when the opener jumps
from 1 to g in the opener’s suit
it is a demand for game . The
Vienna and Gladiator systems
also do not make the distinction
regarding jump raises in major
and minor suits,

A jump response in suit (raise
or take-out) or no-trump by a
* passed hand ™ is not forcing at
all but is a strength showing bid
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which the opener has the option
of passing. For example,

Sout  WEst NorTH East

{i) Pass Pass 1P Pass
39

{ii) Pass Pass 1<) Pas
2NTor 2
or 3 dp or 3 0.

“ A one-over-oric of non-jump
two-over-one response shows the
-same minima as though the res-
ponder has not passed : but the
maxima are less and the res-
ponses are not forcing. There-
fore a shaded double raise should
be preferred to a suit take-out
of partner’s major suit-bid. Part-
ner may otherwise pass the suit
take-out and never find out
about partner’s trump support.”
A jump take-out in a suit or no-
trump by a passed hand shows a
maximum hand on which he
could have passed originally.
In sequence (i} North may pass,
but in sequence (i1) North is not
expected to pass “* if his hand is
fully up to opening strength”
As to the desirahility of treating
a jump shift, ie., jump take-out
in a new suit or no-trump but
not a jump raise, by a player who
has previously passed, as forcing,
there is a cleavage of opinion
among experts.  Harry Fish-
bein sails with Culbertson in
not making such a call a force,
but Goren holds forth for treat-
ing such*a bid as an absolute
one-round force.
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South WEsT NorTH Fast

Pass,  Pass 1 ¢ Pass
2 @  Pass P —
Goren inmsists that North must
speak again and cites the follow-

ing hand he has played. North
dealer. Both sides vulnerable,

(HELEN SoBEL)

7 @® 1032
Qo8 P 743
Ag76g $ Kio8 2
Qg73 $Jiwo;

{Goren)

® AKJas
P KJgba
¢ 5
$ K6
Bidding 1 —
Norri East Sout  WEST
Pass Pass 1 & Pass
34 Pass gt Pass
4 & Pass 4NT Pass
5C Pas 64  Pas
Pass Pass — —

Helen Sobel dismissed the three
Spade, for such a call after the
previous pass is not forcing and
four Spades bid does not do
complete justice to the holding.
The same deal while played at
another table was bid thus.
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Nortit East SouTH WEsT
Pass Pass 1 d Pass
34 Pass 4 & Pas
Pass Pass — —
An easy slam was missed, but

this does not purport to any-

thing except an interesting casc
of coincidence.  According to
the Culbersion system response
of 4 Spades by North in the
first instance would have paved
the way for the slam.
Responder’s jump Dbids, when
the opener’s second round call

is a take-out double, show only a

hand of a maximum pass on the

first round ; one strength-show-
ing but not forcing. For exam-

ple. :

8. W. N. E.

(i) 1O Pass Pass 1Y
Dl. Pass 24p or3 $ Notfore-
ing at

all.

(ii) 10 24 Pass Pass
DI, Pass 3Qor { Not forc-
ing at all.
In the Vienna System a res-
ponse of two diamonds to ope-
ning conventional bid of one in
Clubs is not a Herbert Negative
but a genuine bid in diamonds
and is not forcing even for a
round : it is not in the nature of a
jump suit take-Gut. A response of
one no-trump only (not a jump
bid} to opening one-bid in club,
whether or no intervening over-
call, is a qualified game force.
The double raise of any suit is
forcing to game. A jump raise
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to fhree in a major in response to
opening one in club is a game
force.

Vienna.
SouTH NorTH
(i}j 1dp 2 { No Force.
(i) t1de 1 NT. Qualified
Game Force..
(i) 1dp 3 & Game Force..
(iv) 1dbe 3 ¢ » s
Culbertson.
SoutH . NORTH
B 1t de 2 ¢ Game Force.
(i) 1dp 1 NT. No force.
(i) 14 3 ¥ No force

iv) 14 39 .,

In the Gladiator system a res-
ponse of one no-trump, or jump
take-out at three level in any
higher ranking suit, to an opening
bid of one Club is game force :
response of two diamonds to
opening one Club is no foree :
response of two in hearts or
Spades to opening one Club is
half way between a maximum
single suit-take-out and a game
force : a suit response except two
Clubs to opening one no-trump is
game force where there is no
intervening bid.

In the Roth-stone system—A. jump
suit response of three to opening
one no-trump and jump response
to opening suit bids are all
weak Dbids and the opener must
usually pass. But a single raise
by the Roth-Stone plavyer is to be
treated as a game-force.

(To be continued.)
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THE MADRAS ». ANDHRA MATCH

By T. S. CHANDRASEKARAN.

The Madras-Andhra match
played at Mylapore Club on 15,
16, 17 and 18th of August, 1958,
provided an interesting treat
for the kibitzers. The honours
were even and fluctuating
till almost the end of play on the
third day and it was only in the
last lap that Madras assumed
control and forged ahead to win
the event after trailing behind
by 28 points. Some interesting
deals from the match are dis-
cussed in the following columns,

Deal 2.

The Andhra pair Venkat
Rao and Thirumal Rao playing
their peculiarsystem landed beau-
tifully in a 6 4 contract on this
deal.

East Dealer: N-S. Vulnerable :

dKogs53
QAK10754

o AK 72

Six spades were made at both
tables although the Madras team

did not bid the slam but it is
interesting tosee how declarer will
play the hand if a diamond is
led initially. North will ruff but
should now lead H.A. and ruff
a small heart in an endeavour
to set up the long hearts but if he
starts fooling about with trumps
he is in trouble as’dummy will be
short of entries to bring home the
hearts. Madras lost 7 I.M.P. by
not bidding the slam but with
asking bids out of fashion the
slam 1s perhaps difficult to, reach.

Bidding : Room I
Norta East Sourm WEsT
P.S. Tirumal Girl. Venkat

Reddy. Rao, Rao,

X — 14 20

2 — — —

4 - - —
Room IT

NorrHs East SourH WEST

Appa B.H. Rao. Tilak. K.C.R,
Rao.

x — 2 & —
2 N.T. —_ 3 @ —
54 — bteé -
K

Deal 14.

A cue bid of 2 4 (a bid in the
opponent’s suit} by A.S. Giri on
14th deal probably put west off
the 4 spades bid as a sacrifice if
need be—4 # is in fact a sitter—
on the following deal.



Bidding. Room I
East South WesT NorTH
— IRV Dbte. —
(4 20 246 30
4 — —
Room 11

FEast Sourz Wesr NorRTH
— V] Dhble. —
14 2O — 2 7
— 24 — 39

Deal 23.

An inspired opening bid of
1 ¢ by South an this deal set the
stage for a fine sacrifice at 5 {
by N. S. E.W. make eleven tricks
and West, preferably E should
have called 5 4 but the failure
to bid competitively at a high
level cost the Andhra team
5 ILMP. It was a ticklish
situation and South deserves full
credit for the scrifice at 5 O
particularly after his initial open-
ing on indifferent strength and
with both sides being vulnerable,
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It required nerve to make this
bid and it came off. East’s
double also appears somewhat
desperate but 1t was inevitable,
if only for prestige’s sake after his
4 spades hid.

South dealer:  Both sides vulnerable :

@ ] 108
V13

O K Q1og
P 10653

KQ743
KQs
4

6 2
862

OIP
o

&9
A
¢ J
98 4 & AK J72
$ Aj
@ Jioogy
O AB876543
»—
Bidding. Room 1
Norta East SouTtH WEST

X X N ]

— z dp 2 O —

— 3 © Dhi. —_

— 34— 4 @
Room IT

Nortn Fast Souvru WEST

P.S. Tilak. Girl. Apparao.
Reddy,

X x I $ 1 &
2 44 5¢  —
— Dhl.

The Andhra team gathered 6
points on the next deal following
some spirited bidding by all the
four players :
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Deal 24.
West dealer : { Neither side
vulnerable).
Bidding :
Room T
NorTH FEasT SouTH  WEST
I —_ —_— 1 @
14 248 4B 5 &
— — Dhbl. —
Room IT
NortH East SouTH  WEST
_— — —_ 2
— 2 NT Dble. 3 O
44 Dbl — —
@ Jjio732
O AQ 182
O 10 4
&7
» & A K 8
QY KJgbs V743
O Agbs53 ¢ 87
* Ao dABE 42
» Qoabsd
¥ Nil
O KQJ 2
$ K083

The four spades contract was
set by one trick.

“The Andhra pair got off with a
nice swing on the first deal on the
second day’s bidding and making
a grand slam on this deal. The
Madras pair also bid the grand
slam but in a wrong suit and
were g set. The South player
ran too great a visk in bidding his

3

7

own suit after his partner had
bid and rebid Diamonds and
showed little interest in anything
else. It was obvious that North
was not interestedin anything else
and South must have finished in
7 & not 7dp. The full deal

was.

Deal No. 33

North dealer : (Neither side

7 vulnerable).
@ Q65
W AQ
OCKQings32
&6
L RN #aKg7r3e2
¢ 8632 P Jwogy
¢ J ¢ 874
$dJios32 &y
 AS
P K54
O AG
& AKQgB4
Bidding :
Room T
NortH East  Souvrn  West
1§ — R o —
3 & — 4 & —
2 & — 4N —
5 — 5 NT —
6 O - 7 0 —
Room 11
Nort  Fast  SovtH WEesT
S D e =
3 — 4 ! —
5 ¥ — 5 & -
6 & — 7% —
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The Madras team lost 10 I.M.P,
on this deal

On deals 47 and 48 in this ses-
sion the Andhra N, 8. pair appear
to have lost their morale and
indulged in wild bidding.

South doubled a 2 spade con-
tract and allowed Madras to

make the game The bidding and
the hand were :

Deal No. 47. .
South dealer ©  Neither side vulnerable.,
Room [
NortH East SoutH  WEsT
J— — 1 ’ —
1 NT 2 dp —_— —
Room IT

NortH East SouTH WesT’

—_— —_ 1 J—
1 @ Dbl. R.ID. 1 &
— 1 NI Dbl 2
— — Dbl _—
— 2 4 Dbl —
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Dealer could make only 7
tricks even on the actual lead
of the club Q by N but N. S.
somehow contrived to allow West
to make eight tricks and game.
Madras made 6 I.M.P. on this
deal and followed it with another
5 LM.P. on the next deal,

Deal No, 48 :
West dealer : Neither vulnerable.

‘__.

D754

¢ Qo

dQiog8y7642
$AK] & Q42
PQiuoz63 P Jo2
©J8e O AK7643
dAK & 3 X

$ 10987653

¥ AK

O o102

& Js5

The hands were freakish but
North appears to have had no
provocation for a sacrifice on his
anaemic holding.

The Madras pair missed 2
slam on the 4gth deal losing
6 IMP. Easts diamond bids
perhaps shut out thoughts of
‘a slam from West’s mind.
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Deal No. 49
North dealer: Neither side vulnerable.
Room [
‘orTH East SoutH WEST
—_ 2 O 2% a2NT
— 3é 54
— 5@ 6 &
Room II
- 1O 19 2é
— 2 29 24
— 38 — 49

19

10'95
IO
OKQJiog8

QJs6 &Ky '

$J86

Y AQ9543

O A

%753



SOME IMPRESSIONS OF THE MATCH
By T. K. N. PANIKKER

After 128 deals were over at
the end of the third day, the at-
maosphere at the Mylapore Club,
where the Inter-State match
was played, was surcharged with
tension
Andhra team had a lead of
28 I.M.P. They had played
grimly when they lost in the
first few sessions and their
determination had paid. After
making little gains  at each
session the Madras team lost
heavily in the penultimate ses-
sion. With only 32 deals more
they were faced with the Her-
culean task of getting 37 points
to score a win or secure a
minimum of 21 points to force
a draw. Against opponents
who had a lot of experience
and played a sober and steady
game the prospects of a win
were not very bright.  Persons
who had gathered to watch
the match started wondering
whether history would repeat
itself. In the prior two matches
Madras lost to the Andhra
teamn after being in the lead
till the penultimate  session,
Exciteraent  ran  high  and
speculation  was rife, and In
some quarters some bets were
made as to the final result,

It is creditable  that with
a substantial lead against them
and against seasoned plavers,
the Madras team fought gamely

and excitement. The-

and not only averted defeat
but scored a victory. More than
a word of praisc is due to their
g.allant eflorts in the last ses-
sion. It was a great strain
for the players who all pulled
as a team. P. S. Reddi,
A. S, Girt and Hanumantha Rao
were called upon 1o play the
entire 168 deals without respite.
In the last session 1 was the
official scorer and was sitting in
the open room for 16 deals and
i the closed room next day
morning for the last 16 deals
where P.S. Reddiand Giri played
.against Tilak and Appa Rao. I
could not help sharing in the
excitement and 1 was having as
much strain on my nerves as the
players themselves.
1 report two interesting deals
in the final session in which
bold bidding and plav gained
several valuable points for the
victors,

Dealer East: N, 8. Vulnerable.

3
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The bidding in the closed
room was :

North East South West
x 1 § Dbl R.Dil
— — 2 & 2 7
—_ 2 4 Dbl 3 ¥

In the closed room, West
(Madras) made 3 < and got a
score of 140. In the open room

bidding went :
In the open Room:

North East South West
X 1 & Dbl 2 7
— — 30 _

In the open room Giri sat
North and Reddy sat South.
Reddy became the declarer at
g . Thelead was ¢ 9 and
the play continued as under.

North East South  West
.42 6 &0 &9
2. 0Q VAV 8
3. 7 #K #&A O38
£ 03 ¢5 OA &K
5 O4 4 #7 U6
6. V3 Vs 02 Va2
7. 06 #8 65 U9
8. 07 #8 07 Tie

The last five-card position was
reduced to

2r
‘___
(VIR
()__
$» Q643
® — & —
Y K Y —
O Q O 1o
&J75 & Kiog8
& ]
@._.
&Jo
& A2

South played & J and if West
ruffed with the $ Q., declarer
gets C.A. & D. J. 9. If East
ruffed with 10, he gets end-
playved as he has to play from his
Club King. Actually West ruffed
with $ Q and 3 diamonds was
made and this deal gave Madras
4 points. At both tables the
Madras Team had a favourable
score,

Another interesting deal came
up soon after,

Deal 4: Both sides vulnerable.

In the closed room the bidding

went @

North East South  West
x x X —

Pass 14 1 NT 2 &
— 4% — —
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In the open room the bidding
was ¢
b4 x X —
— 24 Dbl 3¢
— 44 59 -
DIl —

® Q)]
P K653
O J8y
$d K643
1098 $#A76543

K

8 10
Q943 OAobga2
Jo8

.6

L X! 2

7
&2
VAQFg742
O K
PSP AQro2

In the closed room Madras
players sitting East-West made
five spades comfortably and scored
650. In the open room P. S,
Reddy sitting South took the
decision of bidding 5 Hearts
over 4 Spades and this was
promptly doubled by West,
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The play went as below :
Nerth East South West

LeQ A 2 &0
2. 0] &4 Y2 @9
3 V3 Qio QA ¢8
U5 63 Q4 &8
2-07 QA OK O3
-3 6 HA &7

. After the sixth trick South
played all his trumps but one
leaving the following position :

o J
00 ® Ks54
$Jo3 :Zoﬁs
(Vo]
& Q102

Now South played his ¢
Queen; West was squeezed in
Diamonds and clubs and the
declarer claimed all the tricks
by pointing out the impending
squeeze. Madras scored 850 in
this deal while their partners had
also made a game. This was a
two-way swing deal.

A DEAL FROM TANJORE
By ‘Kmrrzer'.

On the very first round in
the Tanjore Tournament our
team was put out on the side
wings and with heaps of time
at our disposal we went in
search of similar * unemployed
players. We were able to
catch hold of three players
from the Kothamangalam team
who had fared no better in
their first encounter, So there
we were ensconced in two
adjacent rooms of the retiring
rooms at Tanjore, playing a
friendly match of 16 Boards
with somewhat attractive stakes.
We do not believe in sweating
out for nothing. '

The ¢ great> Chary and A. R.
Ramanathan {(our  mascot)
played in one room while
their team-mates in the other
room were Sundaram Iyer and
Ramaratnam, The services of
Guru Dutt were lent to the
other team.

Iced pinapple-juice was served
to the players and with
betul and nuts well pro-
visioned the game went on
merrily with pleasant  jokes
and Joud laughter. Of course
the Kothamangalam players
were the pattern of decorum
and did not raise their voice

to more than a whisper.

‘Kibitzer’ sat by the side
of Ramanathan.

North dealt and opened
one spade. Chary quickly
doubled. South passed; and
just out of malicious pleasure I
nudged Ramanathan to pass
which he obediently did,
much to the consternation of
“‘Guru’ Chari whose eye-brows
touched the ceiling. He was
void in Spades! However,
the bidding did not die out,
and the dealer re-doubled.
Heaving a sigh of relief Chary
called two Hearts. With a
little inducement from his
partner North bid up to four
spades which, on being nudged
again, was obediently doubled.
Ramanathan held 1o, g, 8, 4, 3
In trumps.

Chary led the King of clubs
and the dummy laid down.

$® Jx

Y Kg8
O 98542
& Q63

He then switched to a low
diamond and the Declarer took
the trick, his King covering
the Knave from Ramanathan.
After playing three rounds of
trumps he played the King
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of Diamonds which Ramanathan
ruffed  joyfully. Ramanathan
then played the 7 of hearts which
Chary won, and in his charac-
teristic fashion banged the
Queen of Diamonds to set
the  contract. Ramanathan
dropped a  heart. Chary
banged again the King of
Clubs which, however, was rufied
by the Declarer and the rest
of the tricks were won by him.
Naturally we (Kibitzer and
Ramanathan} were at Chari’s
throat for not playing a
Heart, after his discard, for
a ruff which the Declarer had
made possible. Not o be
out-done Chari shouted back
that a double of one spade
should never have been passed
and that the double of four
spades was also ““ ill nudged ”.
Anyway the play proceeded
with only occasional bickerings
and references to * Kalyanpur’s’
play.

After 16 boards were played
and a fresh round of pineapple-
juice was served the players
from the other room surged in
with  their scores.  As usual,
pandemonium  reigned  and
each one was talking at the
same time, with the exception
of the Kothamangalam players.
The scores were compared and
they were not  without
surprises, not the least surprising
was the result in this  deal.
Ramaratmam had bid and made
the contract of four spades (duly
doubled and duly re-doubled)
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which went down in our room.
Quite naturally it evoked a lot of
comment and Ramaratnam true
to his temper quickly challenged
‘anybody’ to defeat the con-
tract. His partner K. R. Sun-
daram  Iyer also  rallied
round him, exclaimed * poor—
was helpless against the squecze”.
The play was related with much
gusto, and occasional guffaws
from the suecessful Declarer
punctuated the narration. The
lead and the switch-over on
the second trick were identical.
Ramaratnam played out four
rounds of trumps and threw
the lead to West with the
trump. Meanwhile [East was
being given the squeeze therapy
and  his hand was reduced
1o the six-card position given
below :

’_.
VAQ
O Qo
#Kx

On  the lead of the Heart
7 Ramaratmam played the heart
Knave unblocking and pre-
serving entries. The heart knave
was thrown on the table
with  characteristic flourish.
All expressed appreciation of
the neat unblocking play-
Some one  suggested  offering
him one palam of cashewnuts
for which Tanjore was famous.
East was squeezed and could
not make any other trick than
the Ace of hearts. Expressing
the appreciation over the play
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Kibitzer agreed  reluctantly
that the contract could possibly
be made by a squeeze. How-
ever, like typical bridge players
the deal was attacked as a
Double-dummy  problem and
me set about defeating the
ntract and breaking  the
ueeze. Several lines of play
;re  suggested but were found
it effective. However, the
p in defence was traced and
st was asked to retan
ree hearts, stripping himsel{
the bare King of Clubs
«d cover the heart Knave
ith the Queen  distup-
g communications.  This
sfence it was asserted
ould defeat the contract.
amaratnam, however, challen-

25

ged to make the contract, still.
A round of iced pineapple-juice,
however, put an end to this heated
debate. Chary quietly pocketed
the payment from the losers!

The debated deal !

®J7
¢ Kog8
98743

& Q83

é 109854
713

V|
&Ji10975
AKQ6352
J1os
A
2

Q4
10
K6

L Jea<h 4

o
w Do
Wy

Kz

L Ted<l 2



WITH APOLOGIES TO MR. CHARY
By V. R. VEERAMANIL

Playing in .the Individual
Championship at the M. U. C.
I had the pleasure of partnering
that gifted adventurer at Bridge,
‘Chary. The hand which
he had to play as declarer was
just to his taste and tempera-
ment. As  dealer,  Chary,
sitting North opened 1 spade

Holding :
NorTH

#A108732
“,AJS8 )
OAKi06

& Nil

1 responded with one no-t
‘holding : mp

SouTH
K

P Qioy
© 9854
SdK]Jb653

By nature, aggressive, Mr.
‘Chary was not to be deterred
by this damper and quite legiti-
mately bid three diamonds,
Rembering Culbertson’s advice
to be equally aggressive with
a sunny partner, though I
don’t remember his other ins-
tructions, I bid g3 N. T. te be
-grom tly taken out with 4 8.

y Chary. Holding a single-
not in spades, though a King,

I preferred to play it in 5 dia-
monds, and as it might have
turned out, quite wisely.

Making this contract would
be child’s play if the diamonds
broke three-two.  But here
again Guru Dutt sitting East
doubled giving the clue to
the distribution and led Club g.

Chary was visibly annoyed,

was 1t with the final -

contract which should have
been left in by me in 4 spades
or was it with Dutt for his
impudence in doubling? Any-
way, my partner is far too gifted
a player to be so casily de-
tecred by my poor hand. He
ruffed the club with a trump
in his hand, entered the dumny
with the King of spades, played
another club and trumped it

- with diamond 10. He then

played the Ace of spades on
which West dropped the J. Un-
deterred  he played another
spade and ruffed it with dia-
mond g.in the dummy, which
luckily was not overruffed, though
West showed out

NortH

P08y
®A]S
OAK
& Nil
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SoutH
Nil

0854
P Kb
This was the crucial moment
for Chary to decide either
to take a finesse in hearts or
to devise an alternative method
of gaining the contract. Chary
paused quite a while and after
deep thought decided on the
finesse despite the warnings of
experts to reserve the finesse to
the last. Thus was doomed to
failure, a brilliant contract.

Now let us analyse the hand
a bit. The double by Dutt
places him with at least four
diamonds. The drop of S. J.
from West on the second round
coupled with  his incapacity
to overruff the third places East
with 4 spades. That leaves
five cards in clubs and hearts.
On the double, E could be
placed with H K. though it
cannot be a certainty.  Even
if W. held the H K. what would
be the position?

Chary would be in clover
if Fast held two clubs and three
hearts even without the king.
If that were so, my pariner
with his flair for achicving the
impossible, would normally have

entered his hand with a trump

at trick six, played another spade
and ruffed it in the dummy
with a trump and re-entered his
hand with another trump lea-
ving the final position thus:

27

P 108

QAJS8

O Nil

& Nil
& Nil & Nil
“873 VK64
{ Nil CQlJ
& A0 & Nil

& Nil

Y Qios

O Nil

$Ks

It does not require much in-
genuity to explain that East
hereafter is held just to iwo
tricks in diamonds. For, on
leading a spade at the ninth
trick E will be on the lead every
time and Chary could claim
to have both bid and made a
brilliant contract. Chary may
yet do it, in situations more
poignant than this!

Here is the full deal for the
delectation of the fans.
dAioBr32
VAJS
SAKi1o6
& Nil

PO3P
0
-
20ne
w ™
» L]



PANIKKER'S POINT SYSTEM OF BIDDING
By T. K. N, PANIKKER.

I originally issued a pamphlet
of my system of bidding in 1941
and distributed it among my
club friends in Bombay. Al-
though they were sceptical in the
beginning, they took to this
systern as it was very simple,
and the preciseness gave in
most cases satisfactory results. In
the same year I published it in
the Bombay Chromicle, Bombay. It
evoked plenty of criticism from
the so-called Culbertson system
players at that time. Now many
players in Bombay follow my
systen  with slight variations.
When 1 revised my edition, in
1950 I sent copies to Culbertson,
Reese, Goren and others., I must
confess that the replies of the first
two were Not very encouraging.
Culbertson remarked that he
had come across two or three
point systems but the American
public would not touch any
points system, even with a barge-
pole. I wrote back that honor
count was successful only when
the players had mastered it well,
and that point count because of
its simplicity and accuracy was
much more easy and would
one day be more popular.
My predictions have come
true. How things  have

changed ! Now almost nine out
of ten players play point count
of some denormunation or other.
Either it is Culbertson point, or
Goren Point or Panikker point!
Culbertson himself became a
votary of the point count and
wrote a book of his ownon point
count!

In this pamphlet 1 am not
professing to teach people how
to play contract bridge, but
only endeavouring to show
a simpler method of bidding
than the Culbertson system (or
trick-value system as it is called)
so that those who play the
game will not find bidding 2
headache. Even a player of
auction bridge can hecome a
good player by understanding
the following few points.

In each of the four suits the
first four honour cards are taken
for counting purposes in the
Point System, The scale of
points is as per the Milton
count.

From a detailed study of many
hands, it has been found, in
most cases, that 25 points in all,

in the hands of one set of part-:

ners are enough to bid and make

No1E :—At the request of the author, we are glad to invite comments OB
this ' indigenons Point Count system—En.
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game in No-Trump or in an
agreed suit ; go for a little slam;
and 35 for grand slam. (Of course
on the face of it, it is impassible
under certain rare cases (or
freakish distributions) as the
opponents having [0 ponts—
say 2 Aces and I Queen can
easily score 3 tricks 1n a litle
slam bid, and one King and
one Queen or one Ace and
one Jack in a grand slam
bid could put the bidders down
by one trick at least, although
the component points in the part-
ners’ hand are 35 and they have
hid a grand slam. These are
rare cases and while the bidding
for slams are in progress informa-
tion about aces are usually given.

OpENING BIDS.

The opening bid of one club

shows a holding of 13 points {or
14). Being an artificial bid
it does not necessarily indicatc a
biddable Club suit. Similarly
a bid of 1 Diamond shows
15 or 16 points; oOne heart
17 or 18 points ; one Spade 19
or 20 points and one N.T. 21
or more points. If one holds 26
to g0 points one hids 2 N.T. and
with 32 and above 3 N.T. These
2 and 3 N.T. bids, however,

are very rare.
R ESPONSES.

The partner should respond
by saying one N.T. if he has 12
or more points to the bid of one
Club by the partner. The bid-
dings will be as under :

29
RESPONSE INVITING.
Bidding. (1) Game.
Points.

13 points 1 Club 12—1 N.T,

15 53 1 Dia- 10— »y
mond

17 , I Heart 8—

19 , ISpade 6—

2t , t NT. a4—Bid any

suit.
(2) Little Slam.  (3) Grand Slam,
Points Points
17—z N.Ts. 22—3 N.Ts.
15_2 ’” 20_3 11
13—‘2 " 18_3 11
1n—2 16—3

After having shown the strength
of the hands by the first round of
bidding the bidder, when it is
his turn next should bid his
longest suit. It is preferable to
show a five-card suit although
there are no honour cards in that
suit rather than a four-carder
with one or two honours only, If
the partnier has another five-card
suit in his hand he must bid that
suit on his next turn in the second
round. If neither of the suits
agree, the players could bid their
four-card suits in the third round
as secondary call, and the res-
ponding partner should support
that suit only in case he has four
cards in that suit. Without such
support it is advisable to play the
game in No-Trumps. The import-
tant point which should he borne
in mind in responding to the
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second round trump call is that
since you know that your part-
ner holds only 4 cards in that
suit the support must only be
given if there are other factors
such assingletons or doubletons in
other suits. The question of single-
tons, doubletons and voids and
its relationship to the agreed
suit are discussed hereafter.

While bidding slams also, the
same procedure of bidding is
followed. By the first response
your partner has informed you
that he has enough points to go
either for little slam or grand
slam. Then you must bid your
g-card suit and your partner
bids his 5-card suit next round.
Supposing you have no five-card
suit on a response by vyour
partner of 2 N.Ts. you simply
bid 3 N.Ts. unless your hand
has a 4-4-4-1 distribution in
which case you bid minor 4-
card suit first and the major
suits afterwards.

& x

¥ xxxx
Q xxxx
& X x xx

On such a distribution as yours,
your first bid should be the better
of the two minor suits and then
on your next turn Hearts. Any
two N.T. bid by your partner over
vour one N.T. response shows
that his hand has a distribution
of 4-3-3-3. If his distribution is
even 4-4-3-2 he should bid the
minor 4-card suit first and then
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the higher ranking 4-card suit
later, As1 have already men-
tioned in the beginning, posses-
sion of Aces is very important in
slam bidding and it will be impos-
sible to make a little slam with
two Aces out unless you are void
in at Jeast one of the suits
of the mising Aces. To find
out the number of Aces the
Blackwood Convention is followed.
According to this Convention if
one of the partners bids 4 N.Ts.
his partner has to bid

5 db if he has no Aces or all the

four Aces.
5 ¢ ” 1 Ace
5 © 2 2 Aces
5 & » 3 Aces

Then again for finding out the
number of Kings held, one should
bid 5 N.T. and the responder
bids 6 Clubs if he has no Kings
or all the four Kings,

6 Diamonds ,, 1 King
6 Hearts . 2 Kings
6 Spades » 3 Kings

Of course the 4 N.T. asking
bid is usually made only when one
of the bid suits has been agreed
upon or if the caller himself has a
pre-emptive suit for calling slam.
Since the partner who responds
to the 4 N.T. asking bid is not in
a position to know the number of
Aces held by his partner it is
advisable to leave the final bid-
ding to the original bidder of

4
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4N.T. and if he bidsonlyfive in a
suit, not tostretchitfurther to six.

Now the question arises, ‘what
is to be done if the partner has
not got the requisite component
points ?* Since the first bidding
has shown only the strength of
the hand and not the strength in
the suit bid, it is imperative that
the opening bid sshould be kept
open even though the responder
has no point at all unless the
opponent on his right has bid a
suit or doubled. If there are no
points or say less points to make
up the total of 25 between the
two, he should simply bid his
longest suit once. This gives
the opening bidder the chance
to bid his longest suit. If he
bids game he does so on his own
responsibility. Thismeansthat the
opener must bid in his next round
his maximum lest his partner
should drop him. Sometunes 1t
may happen that the partner may
not have the requisite points for a
N.T. response, though he may have
values only slightly less, cither
distributional or in point. In
that case he can bid two or three
in his suit which means that he
can give a double jump. This
shows that the responder is
telling his partner that if his
hand has additional valua_ﬁ, he
can reach game in that suit but
not otherwsie.

If the opponents open the bid-
ding and one holds 13 or more
points, one should double the
opponents’ call. By thisdouble the

3r

only information which you passon
to your partner is that you hold 13,
or more points, may be even 20.
So your partner has to bid his
longest suit if his points are less
than 12, and if 12 or more bid a
No-trump. This double of the
opponent’s suit is a take-out
double and not a penalty double,
If the partner doubles later on
after a call, it should be consi~
dered a buosiness double and
should be left in. His responsi-
bility after the take-out double
ceases if the opponent on his
right has redoubled or given any
other call. If after the inter-
vening opponent’s call or re-
double he calls, it is to be assumed
that he holds a hand containing
about 7 points with a biddable
suit. I have stipuiated this 7-
point strength for the following
reason.

Suppose the take-out double
is on a hand with 18 points,
a free bid over the redouble or
bid of my opponent on
my left, showing 7 points
I can go for a game. If you
have doubled the opponent’s
first call and if your partner
has bid any suit, the inference
is that he has less than 12 points
and if he does not bid again,
he may have very few points.

Now there is another eventua-
lity. When opponent on your left
does not double but makes a
suit call over your opening bid,
he shows less trick wvalues but
at the same time shows that
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he possesses a biddable suit,
It may be an informatory call
(asking his partner to lead the
suit in case the opponents go in
N.T.} or may be a genuine call
.oT in some rare cases may be even
a sacrificial call. Now if your
opponent on your left after your
one Club call bids say 1 Heart,
and if your partner has got
«checks in hearts and also the
requisite number of 12 points
or more, he has to double ;
but if he has 12 peinis or more
but no check in hearts he should
say one N.T. The opening hid-
der may pass for penalty if his
partner has doubled or bid game
in some suit or N.T. according to
the lay of the hand of the opener.

When I mean checks in a suit
it should be af least 4 cards with
Q 10 x x, Your partner may
allow the double to stand if he
has at least two cards of that suit
with one honeor or if he has no
good suit may try for a game in
that suit (in this case give adouble
raise in this suit) or there is no
possibility of bidding game in N.T.
Of course each bidding situation
has to be tackled on its own
merit after seeing the vulnera-
bility position, etc., fit in part-
nerss suit or a good suit of
one’s own, If the hand con-
tained only 13 points and il the
free hid had come from one’s
partner one can safely double the
opponents’ contract ot_‘ 2 N.T.
or a gameg contract mm a suit
holding at least 4 cards in that
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suit with a minimum of 2 honor
cards.

Novy if partner opened, say,
one diamond and one held the
I0 requisite points to support
by saying one N.T., and mean-
while the opponent on your right
doubled. In this case one can
redouble if holding at least 4
cards of the partners suit, wiz.
Diamonds, headed by at least
one honour card (in this case
diamonds) or say a N.T. in
other cases.

All the ahgve biddings, etc.,
hf.we. been  based on average
distribution of hands and do not
cover freakish distributions and
unfortunate placing of cards with
opponents. It must, however,
be remembered that games and
slz}ms can be reached and made
WIFh less than the requisite
points ; similarly games and
slams can sometimes be decfeated
even when the requisitc points
are there in the combined hands.

We now come to the question
of revaluing the hands after agree-
ment in suits. Suppose, for in-
stance, partner opened °‘one
club® and you held only ro
points with a biddable suit of 5
cards you have naturally to bid
that suit once, say in this case,
one heart. In the absence of
any better biddable suit in his
hand your partner will naturally
support you and bid 2 hearts.
This shows that he has at lcast g
cards of hearts with ene honour.
Now you must revalue your
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hand, adding to your points
already held, 4 points for voids,
3 for singleton and 2 for double-
tons. If after this revaluation
you get 12 or more points you
may bid ¢ hearts.

REVALUATION.
Voids .. 4 points
Singleton 3 points
Doubleton 2 points.

Similarly you may add one
point extra for your 7th card of
the suit bid and two polnts
extra for all the additiopal suit
cards over 7. Here are some

examples :

1. Your partner has opened
One Club and you hold

¢A32
QKQ175
$J 752

& 3

Your first response will natu-
rally he one Heart as you hold
only 10 points. If your partner
responds by  bidding  two
Hearts, you bid straight-away 4
Hearts as by revaluing your
hand, i.e., by adding three points
for the ‘singleton’ Club, you
have now 13 points in all and with
your partner’s Opening bid of
Clubs showing at least 13 ponts
in his hand, you have between
you 26 points in all (after revalua-
tion). In this particular case I
have suggested closing the auc-
tion at 4 Hearts because 1t serves
no purpose in showing the 4-
card Diamond suit.

3%

2. {a) Your partner has open--
ed one Club and you hold

dKJgs
¢ KQioyae
& J 7

L A

Your response is one Heart
showing to your partner that
vou do not possess 12 points. If’
he bids 2 Hearts, you can bid
4 Hearts since by adding =2
points each for your doubletons.
in Diamonds and Clubs vyou
have got the total of 14 points in
all after revaluation,

(b)Y Suppose vour partner bids.
2 Clubs on your One Heart
response ; then you should bid 2
Spadgs to show that you hold.
another 4-card suit and this
also shows to your partner that
although your hand on the face
of it did not warrant going game,
there are possibilities of revalua-
tion. By your bidding 2 suits.
you showed that your hand held
g cards in the two suits, (because
you bid hearts first and
Spades second time, it may be
even 8 but if the bidding was.
Spades first and hearts second
it is evident the Spades suit is 5
and the Hearts may be 5 but at
least 4) which means that you
have one suit singleton and
another suit of g cards or 2 suits
of doubletons, which gives you a
chance for revaluation and ulti-
mately reaching game (if there
is support to any of your two bid .
suits by your partner). One
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should bear in mind as I have
already explained earlier that the
second bid suit should be sup-
ported by your partner only if he
has 4 vumps in his hand.

(¢) Suppose on your response
of one Heart, your partner bids
One Spade, you should straight-
away bid 4 Spades thereby show-
ing to your partner that you
have game points as a result of
revaluing your hand and also
showing that you hold 4 Spades
in your hand.

3. If Your partner opens one
Heart, you hold

® 9

v KQJg752
O Kga

» ]2

Your response naturally is one
*No-Trump’. If he bids any
of the suits Diamonds or Clubs,
you can straight-away bid 4
*N.T.’. This shows that you
have either a pre-emptive suit
or that a suit bid by the partner
agrees with yours and on your
revaluation of the hand there is a
chance of going slam provided
your partner shows in this case
at least 3 Aces by bidding five
Spades. That means you can
bid 6 Hearts on the hand shown
above. If your hand held a pre-
emptive suit in Diamonds you
should have at least one Ace in
your. hand to make the asking
bid of 4 N.Ts., as otherwise if
he bids 5 hearts showing 2 Aces
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and as your hand does not hald
any Ace, you will be in an
awkward position, since you will
be forced to bid 6 Diamonds
lacking 2 Aces. Obviously you
cannot leave the bidding at 5
Hearts which is only a conven-
tional bid. Similarly if vour
hand held 2 Acesand a pre-
emptive suit i8 Clubs, you can
ask for Aces {4 N.T.). If the
response is 5 Clubs, you can leave
it; if it is either Diamonds or
Hearts you can call a 6 or 7 in
your suit taking into account
the strength of your hand.

4. After a response of 2 N.T,,
if there is no agreement in the
suits it is better to stop short of a
6 call as little slam is seldom pos-
sible in N.T. with less than 32
points in the combined hands.

5. If your partner opens one
Heart and the opponent on your
right bids one ‘No-Trump’,
what is your bid, if you hold 8
points ? From the Dbidding o
opponent you understand that he
holds some points and also some
length and honours in Hearts.
_In this case you double the NT
if you held a 3, 3,3, 4 or g4,
4, 3. 2 distribution. If you
have a long suit and if the
opponents are not vulnerable,
it 18 better to bid your suit and
try to go game rather than look
out for a one or two down penalty.,
After all unless the opponents
have a freakish hand, it is im-
possible for them to make 7
tricks when the points are 25
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in your combined hands and the
opponents have only 15 points
in their hands. But a hand con-
taining, Q Jo9g 8 7 64 3
plus 4 rags in the other 3 suits
will still net 7 tricks cold in his
suit although the combined hands
of the opponents contain 37 points
in all. When one hand is so
freakish it is but natural that the
.other three hands also contain
freakish distributions (See Chap-
ter XX XVII of * Modern Theory
of Distribution’ in Culbertson’s
New Gold Book). With one
hand’s distribution as above, the
opponents also will have freakish
distribution and with sufficient
points could bid a game In one
of their suits or even in ‘N.T.,’
as the hand shown above is
the most harmless in a game bid
by the opponents in any other
suit or even in N.T. provided
they could successfully duck the
first one or two rounds neces-
sary to make the above hand
harmless.

DuprLicaTE BRIDGE.

6. I have a few words to say
regarding the bidding in dupli-
cate matches. Here it is better
to remember the mathematical
probabilities of point system also.

If the hands are evenly distri-
‘buted 20 points in the combined
hands of two players should pro-
duce 6} tricks (mathematically)
but the declarer with 20 points
in the combined hands could
usually make out 7 tricks. From
actual research conducted by
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dealing various hands by the
author and friends, it has been
observed that it is possible to
make one trick extra for every
1} point over and above the 20,
From this itis evident that dec-
larer’s with about 23/24 points
could bag g tricks outof 13. Asa
corollary to this comes the follow-
ing principles :

Suppose your partner opens one
Diamond, the opponent on vour
right bids one heart, You hold 5
points and no biddable suit.
You naturally pass. The oppo-
nent on your left bids 2 Dia-
monds, Your partner also
passes. Right hand opponent
bids 2 N.T. What should you
do now ? Your hand pattern
may be 4, 3, 3, 3, OF 4, 4, 3, 2
and since your partner did not
bid in the second round he has
got a hand distribution like
yours or his distribution may
even be 5, 3, 3, 2, the five-carder
being in this case either a minor
suit ; in this case club or a
major suit with only one or two
minor honour cards. In such
cases with 20 points in the com-
bined hands of yourself and your
partner, it is highly improbable
that the opponents will make 8
tricks in N.T. Of course, as
already explained, it is possible
to make g or more tricks in a suit
bid with 20 or even less points,
Since the partner has already
shown his points and since he
had no means of knowing your
strength, only you are in a position
to double an opponent’s call
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taking into consideration the part-
‘ner’s opening bid as well as the
strength of your hand. He may
be able to double on the strength
of his own hand provided he has a
long suit and sufficient entries,

7. The plaver who could
assess the full strength of the
combined hands is the one who
responds and not the one who
opened the bidding as the maxi-
mum of his hand has been shown
by him in his opening bid alone
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and the most that may be credi--
ted with him is one point extra
{(as he may bid one Diamond
with 15 or 16 points) whereas.
your hand by responding to a
Diamond with one Heart may
be with a yarborough hand or a
maximum g points. This is why
I say the responder is the one
who should take the decision to
double on the sirength of the
combined hands ; a part game
or any call of the opponents..

Some specimen hands of South and what you shonid call.

West North East.

(1) Fass Pass Pass

(2) Pass 1 dp Pass

1 N.T.
(or R.D.)

{(3) 1 dp Dble.

(414 1O 164

Your call’
as South..

You as South held @ x x, Pasg

KJrmoxxxx;

OAxx; &x

With the above hand bid

2 7 because being a
major suit you have a
chance of making 4 if
the partner has even
Hearts and the whole
13/14 points in other
sults.

{In this case you do not

know the strength of
North. He may havea
freakish  hand like 2 Q@
yours)

e}
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West Norih East.

(5)1 O Pass 14

{6) 1 & Dble. 3 NT.

(7) Pass 1  Pass

(8) Pass 1 N.T. Pass
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Your call
as South.

(Even if you are doubled 2

you won't go many
down if the partner is
weak. Your partner
will also know by this
bidding that you have
not points for double
but only a hand for
overcall.)

(Although you have over 4 7

20 peints in the com-
bined hand do not
double as the opponent
{East) may have a
fic in Diamond suit
or have a long minor
suit with a check in
your suit also. It is
better to bid 4 Hearts
and look for luck.)

One No-trump and later

bid g and then 4 7.

Say 2 N.T. or straight-

away hid 4 No-Trump
and find out the posi-
tion of Aces and go for
slam in Hearts if res-
ponse is encouraging.

®

The Culbertson point count
and Goren’s point count systems
have come out only within the
last g or 4 years. My system as I
mentioned in the begmning was
perfected in 1641 and since then
remained the same without any
change in the fundamental
principles. In other systems the
adding or subtraction of points

for long suits short suit, etc., are
taken into account before opening
the bidding; whereas in my
svstem the additions for short
suits are taken into account only
after there is agreement between
the partners.

What is the use of adding
extra points for your long suits
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and short suits and arriving at
13 or 14 points for the opening
bid, if there is no agreement,
You may have a long-suit in
hearts or be short in spades ; your
partner oice versa. What is the
use of a hand inflated with
additions in such cases.

Secondly, does any other
system, theoretically come to
their required g7 points or so for
bidding a grand slam in a suit
bid if you held all the 13 cards
of that suit.

My system tells you that you
hold 35 points in all (here I have
valued my hand as I don’t
require support frommy partner).
Total pointsin the suit 10-points

Add 4 cach for the
missing 3 suits.. 12

Add one extra
for the 7th card. 1

Add two each _for
the  remaining
6 cards T

Total 35 points.

In the matter of systems of
bidding I will just quote

from Norman Squire writing in
American Bridge World.

“Any system will get good
results in the hands of experts
who know its every possibility,
play their cards well and are
good psychologists. Therefore,
that this team beats that team is
no test of system, A real test
could be by extended comparison,
one team using two systems
equally well against equal opposi-
tion, alternatively two teams,
equally matched (if anyone can
be found to agree about that)
to play a series of matches, and
one system demonstrate unmi-
stakable superiority. Try tp get
either!”

Here I may also mention that
psychic bidding could get away
against my system only very
rarely. If the opponents come
in with a (Fsychic bid and if your

artner doubles you naturally
infer that he holds 4 cards (least)
with two honors and if you held
at least 4 cards with two honors
the inference is that the opponents
were psyching. When they run
away to their real suit you must
now bid the suit psyched by the
opponents with the sure hope of
partner supporting and reaching
game in that suit,

¢

THE FISHBEIN CONVENTION

Pre-emptive bids have great
nuisance value and make life
very difficult for the enemy.
Realizing this, pre-emptive bids
are now made quite often on
very ‘unsound’ hands and quite
ofien (if not most often) they
get away with it.

To counteract such bids z
device was found by Hary Fish-
bein, an expert Bridge player
and this device is appropriately
called the Fishbein Convention.

According to Fishbein, the
most effective weapon against the
dreaded weak three-bid was a
penalty double that could be
made to stick. On this principle
rests this Convention, The
Fishbein Convention consists of
three basic principles.

1. An immediate double of
an opening bid of three in a suit
is a penafty double.

2. The cheapest possible suit’
bid, if directly over the shut-out
bid, is a take-out double.

3. This Convention can be
used only by the player who
speaks immediately after the
shut-out  bid.

Accordingly a double over
any pre-emptive call of three
is a penalty double. The

person who doubles acc

defeat  the contract, Hi:p::a'rtt?
ner is not forced to pass. He
may bid if he likes, but he bids.
only on his own responsibility.

If a penalty double, the require-
ments are the holding of not fewer
than 5 defensive tricks, and inclu-
ding at least g-trump tricks.
The reason for requiring three-
trump tricks is that otherwise
one needs three or more tricks
in the side suit, If one possesses
so much side strength the need

for a penalty double i
defined, 4 1 not so.

If one is using the Fishbein
language the demand for a take-
out double is by bidding the
cheapest possible bid in a suit, If
the dealer at one’s right bids
three clubs, three diamonds is the
cheapest possible bid and is a
take-out asking the partner to bid *
his best suit. This bid does not
denote the possession of a good
diamond suit. Following this, a
bid of three hearts over three
clubs is just an overcall and has
no significance. Partner is not
compelled to take any action.
He may or may not bid depend-
ing on the nature of his hand,
The jump to four hearts would
also mean the same thing.

Nore:—If you happen to go to the

Mylapore Club for Bridge you may

come across one player pompously announcing that he plays Fishbein, Roth-S¢
Doubles, Texas Convention, etc. Lest you be caught unawares this seriesm:;‘
helpful articleson some of these Conventions, latest and less known, is given—Ep,
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Over the bid of three spades
the demand for the take-out
-should be four clubs {Not 3 no-
trumps).

A bid of three no-trumps im-
medjately over a pre-emptive call
.of 3 has a special meaning. It is
a natural bid and the the bidder
would like his partner to pass as he
would like to play under three
no-teump.

The requirements for a take-
out bid is a strong hand
with 15 points and above
with a good support for any suit
partner may bid, and no more
than a singleton in the enemy’s
suit. It follows that if one has
.a doubleton it should be a slightly
stronger hand.
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Responding to take-out doublc:

If you respond with a mini-
mum hand partner must reckon
with the possibility that vour
hand may be worthless, A jump
bid in response to0 a double
shows a fairly strong hand with 7
to 10 points but with no stam
ambitions. A cue bid in the
opener’s bid suit can also be made
and this will inform the partner
that game could be reached
and that the best suit by the
partner may be put out since
there is support for any suit.

Any bid made by the fourth

‘hand not immediately after the

pre-emptive bid has no signifi-
cance according to the Fishbein
Convention,

-
-

SECTION
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Edited by T. S. CHANDRASERARAN.

We regret to report the death
of 8. V.gll;Icata.raJan, Trichy, last
month. Natarajan was an active
member of the South Indian
Bridge Association from the days
of its inception and has been
the mainstay of the City Club,

The third annual Madras
2. Andhra Match was played
at the Mylapore Club, Madras,
on 15 16, 17 and 18th
August, 1958. Madras won the
cvent for the first time since the
series began in 1956. One more

Tiruchirapalli, from the days of win for Madras will equalise

the Deccan Bridge League.  An
ardent lover of the game
and a player of no mean
ability he was a popular figure
at all important tournaments
and his absence will be felt for
a long time in bridge circles.

o

An Extraordinary General
Body Meeting of the Association
wil be held at Madras on
and October, 1958, to consider
the draft rules o? the All India
Contract  Bridge Federation,
and authorise the Executive
Council to enrol the Association
as a sponmsor-member af the
Federation.

the score. Our congratulations to
the winners. The teams were ;

Madras

P. 8. Reddy.

. 5. Reddy.

Dr. S. T. Achar.

B. Hanumantha Rao.
A. S. Giri.

K. C, Ramaratnam.

Andhra

P. Tilak.
Venkat Rao.
Tirumal Rao.
Narasiah.

Appa Rao.
Venkat Ratnam.
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The result was welcome  for
another reason as well, as this
victory proved the case for
sclection of players for repre-
sentative matches on the basis
of a team as a whole and not
as individual players however
brilliant they may be. We
hope that this will pave the
way for raising more balanced
and well-knit teams in future,

¢

City Leagne Tournament.

The Madras City League
Tournament has now concluded ;
N. Ramaratnam’s team were the
winners of this years’ Tournament
and had an unbeaten record.
Our warm congratulations go to
the players of this team on their
well-deserved success. P. S.
Reddy’s Team were the runners-
up.

Only ten teams participated
this year. Itis hoped that there
will be a better response next
year. The results:

N. Ramaratnam’s Team :
Winners.

N. Ramaratnam (Caplain).

C. V. Venkatesan.

B. Venkataramani

G. N. Chary.

K. Guru Dutt,

K. R. Sundaram Ivyer.

P. S. Reddy’s Team : Runners-
up,
P. S. Reddy.

Dr. 5. T. Achar.
A. 8. Giri,
K. C. Ramaratnam.
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B. Hanumantha Rao
G. 5. Reddy.

Gurvu Dutt’s TROPHY FOR
NON- WINNERS

There was a tie between the
T.N. 8. C. Team and 8. V. S.
Team and on a replay the
T, N. 8. C. emerged victors.

T. X. 8 C Team.

E. V. Thiruvengadam,

M. Sadhuram Dave.

T. Sundararaja Iyengar.

3. Ranganathan.

R. Nagaraja Rao.

Dr. N. Viparaghavan.

Afatches
Payed.
Won.

N. Ramaratpam’s Team
P. 5. Reddy's Team

=3

3

w3

g —

. 9 7 2
Sundaram Jyer's Team o 5 4
S. V. 8. 9 5 4
T. Nagar 8. Club 9 5 4
Baliah'’s Team 9 4 5
Burmah Shcll AT o] 4 :—2
Catholic Institute g 3 b
ML G. 5 2 g
Burmah Sheli* B’ 9 1 8

v
M. U. C. TOURNAMENT

The following are the winners
of the various cvents in the
contract bridge tournament con-
ducted by the Madras United
Club .

Duplicate knock-out :  1Vinners :
P, S, Reddy’s Team :

P. 5. Reddy
Dr. 8. T. Achar
K. C. Ramaratnam
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B. Hanumantha Rac
A. S. Giri.
Runners-up :
Rangachari’s Team :
M. Rangachari
V. N. C. Rao
M. N. Reddy
V. R. Veeramani,
Master Pairs :  Winners .
M. Rangaswami_
V. R. Veeramani.
Runners-up :
M. Singaperumalayya
S. Ethiraju Cherty.

Individual Championship . TVinner

K. Guru Dutt.
Runner-up :
M. Gokuldoss.

Progressive Pairs -
North-South-Winners :

G. N. Chary

T. R. Samn Iyer.
Runners-up :

P. 8. Sundaresa Iver

Sivaramakrishna Iyer.
East-tWest-1Vinners :

K. C. Ramaratnam

N, Ramaratnam.
Runners-up :

T. K. N. Panikkar

M. Rangaswamy.
Progressive Duplicate : Winners :
N. Ramaratnam Team’s .

N. Ramaratnam

G. N. Charyv

K. Guru Dutt )
B. Venkataramansj.
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Runners-up . M. I, C, Team:

T. K. N. Panikkar
M. Rangachari
M. Singaperumalayya
K. Sivaramakrishnan.
Open Pairs © (For Club  Members
only)
Winners :
K. L. Narayan Rao
G. K. Gopalswamy,

Runners-up :
C. N. Alwar Chetty
N. Sriramulaiah.

&

Thwo mofussil tournaments were
staged during the period; one
at Karaikudi by the Town
Club, Karaikudi and the other
at Tanjore by the Union Club,
Tanjore. The Karakudi tourna-
ment  attracted  a record
number of entries, three teams
of-four from Madras besides all
molussil centres  participating.
Arrangements for the lodging
of the visitors and conduct of
the tournament in general
were in keeping with the high
traditions of the Karaikudi
Club. M. R. 8. Manickavelu
Chettiar deserves special thanks
for the warmth of reception and
his efforts in bringing together
a host of bridge players. The
Burmah Shell team won the
main trophy thanks to a
sporting gesture by the home
team in agreeing to play a linited
number of deals when time
was short, The detailed results
are :



44

Team-of-four @
Burmah Shell Club ¢ B* Madras :
S. Mahalingam
P. K. Janakiraman
S. Tarakaraman
E. S. Natarajan.
Runners-up :
M. R. 5. Manickavelu
T. Srinivasan
A. Sundararajan.
T. Sundararajan.
Navaneetha Krishna Naidu.
Progressive Pairs © N. §. Winners.
T. K. Srinivasan and Appa-
dural.
Runners-up ©
8. Kasi and Arunachalam.
E. W, Winners :
Dr. Kuppuswami and partner,

Runners-up :

R. Rajagopal and 8. K.
Subramanian (Burma Shell)
Master Pairs @ Section I-Winners.

(. N. Chary and T. Srinivasan
(Madras)

Section I-Winners.

Ch. Arunachalam and
R. Natesan.

Runners-up @ Section-1.

Ram and Chockalingam,

Section-II.

M. N. 8 T. Chidambaram
and N. K. Nachiappan.

Par Event; Winners : N. S,

Subbiah Naidu and Jagan-
nathan.
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E W

5. K. Subramaniam and P.
K. Janakiraman.
Runners-up : N. 5.

G. N. Viswanathan and C. R.
Anantanarayanan.

E W

P. C. L. Arunachalam and
R. Natesan.

Progressive Duplicate : Winners.

E. L. Joseph, N. A. Aruna-
chalam, Panchapakesan and
G. Sundararajan.

Runners-up -

S. Kasi, N. Arunachalam, L.
Arunachalam and Muthiah
Chettiar,

&

The Tanjore Union Club’s
tournament came off during
July and was also well attended.
Only 3 events were conducted ;
Knock-out Team of four event,

Progressive Pairs and Master
Pairs,

The tournament was a personal

triumph for Sri T. K. Srinivasa.

Iyengar who led the home
team to victory in the main
knock-but cvent.

The results.
Winners -
Union Club, Tanjore.
T. K. Srinivasan.
Appadurai.

Rajendran,
G. Dorairaj.
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Team-of-four : Runmers-up :

S. R. V. Thatham.

S. V. Natarajan.

Gopu.

S. Ratnam.

S. Ramji.
Progressive Pairs : Winners: NS,

T. K. Srinivasan and Appa-
durai.
Runners-up :

S. R. M. and P. 5. R. M.
Winners : E. W,

N. Ramaratnam and K. C.
Ramaratnam.
Runners-up :

N, Muthukrishnan and A. R,
Ramanathan
Master Pairs : Winners.

G. N. Viswanathan and C, R.
Ananthanarayanan.
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Runners-up :

K. R. Sundaram Iyer and
K. Guru Dutt,

v

Pro ot Contra.

This feature has been ably
conducted by Mr, E. Sclomon
of no mean fame in bridge
circles, Mr. Solomon is now very
much in business at Guntur
and has conveyed, with acute
regrets, his inability to continue
this feature. Mr. Sundaresa Iver
has now been persuaded to take
up the editing of this difficult
feature. Mr. Sundaresa Iyer is
very familar to all bridge players
in the South and is appropriately
called the “ Pandit™, We have
no doubt he will look afier this
department very capably,



CUTTINGS AND JOTTINGS

European Championship.

News is to hand that the
Ttalian team, first favourites for
the European championship won
the Title from 12 other contenders.
The result wasclose and was ac-
actually decided by a slightly
favourable match point quo-
tient as against the British Team
consisting of Reese, Schapiro,
Harrison Gray and others.

The finalists in the United
States will also be known shortly
and Bridge-lovers all over the
world will watch the third meeting
of the Iralian and the American
teamns with great interest,

On ethics.

We quote from Alvin Landy
{(Business Manager to the A. C.
B. L.} on this subject and we have
no doubt that this extractwill be
read with interest and benefic.

“Bridge experts are, as a class,
far and away the most ethi-
cal of players, So-called social
bridge plavers have, quite literal-
ly, no concept of ethics. The majo-
rity of tournament players fall
between  these two  exiremes.

This is intended as a factual
stateuent, but it probably sounds
condemnatory,  The average

social hridge game is chockful of

table talk. The slow pass may
be accompanicd by the  state-
ment ‘Well, I think Il pass this
time.” ‘The penalty double is
distinguished from the takes
double by an explanatory word

or two. Doubtful doubles are
clearly labelled as such in the
conversation. It’s enough togive
an expert a severe case of the
shak_es_, but it doesn’t bother the
participants, They don’t realize
that anything is "amiss ; they
have no concept of bridge ethics -
they’re quite happy, and nnbod}:
wants to disrupt their Garden
of Eden,

The situation is quite different
when all of the players are rank-
Ing experts, as 1s sometimes the
case in tournament play, There
may be conversation between
deals but there is none at ali from
the moment the cards arc taken
out of the board until the last
card is played. All hids are made
in an even tone, and practically
all are made in an even tempao.
The players are almost fanatically
careful to avoid any act or man-
nerism that might be thought to
convey information, other than
what is deducible from the bids
and plays.

Somewhere in the middle are
the great majority of tournament
players, who do a great many
things that they’re not eoen aware of.
There mayv not be anv conversa-
tion, buc a daubtful hid is made
with a slightly douln{ul tone. A
player makes a final id with a
tone of finalitv and looks away
from the table il the partner
thinks of making a further bid.

How does the expert react to
all of these violations of the
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code of ecthics? He puts up
with it if his opponents are what
he calls “‘bad players.” He knows
that the offender is almost in-
variably quite unaware of wrong-
doing and that the partner is not
alert enough or expert enough
to interpret correctly the tone
of voice or the mannerism.

But the expert screams for the
tournament director, if his vppo-
nents are good players. For in
this situation the offender is
sometimes aware ‘perhaps even
keenly aware” of what he is doing.
His judgment is likely to Dbe
sound ; and his partner is likely
to be alert enough to receive the
message.”

Sportsmanship.

“Fach of us wants to bea
champion, But the first thing
we must learn is sportsmanship.
You play the game according to
the rules. You don’t lose your
temper or cheat, You treat your
opponent the way you'd like to
be treated yourself. And when
the final whistle blows, take this
code of good sportsmanship
wherever you go.”

—Feise Cwens.
Well done.

Helen  Sobel and Charles H.
Goren  have won the Lile
Musters  Pairs at the Summer
Nationals, 1958 held at Miami in
August.  Their success was due
according to Goren to their pre-
cise Bridge “*We plaved precision
Lridge- -Leing  neither  reckless
nor tirmid”. Tt will be interesting
to know that Charles Goren has
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amassed the largest number of
Master Points.  Up to June 1958
he has to his credit 5635 M. P.
Mrs. Sobel's record is no less
impressive. She has 4026 M. P,

World Bridge Federation.

News is to hand that a World
Bridge Federation was formed in
Oslo, Sweden, where this year's
European  Championship = was
played. This will open up a
wider arena for international
competition. Readers of I, B. W,
will be interested to learn that
the formation of All-Tndia Bridge
Federation is well under way and
that the Federation will come
into being before the end of the
vear. On the 2nd of October,
1958, the General Body of the
5. I. B. A. will meet to consider
and ratifv the draft rules and
articles of the All-India Bridge
Federation.

Bridge in U. S. A,

According toa recent survey the
number of bridge players in the
United States has risen, within
the last 17 vears, to g5 millions
from 22 millions. Of these 35
millions, about 75,000 players
are reported 1o participate in
recognized tournaments.  Bridge
is becoming the most popular card
game in the United States. Almost
every paper has a Bridge column.

In India no such statistics can
be gathered. Bridge has  not
become such 4 popular pastime.
In fact its popularity is very
much threatened by the game of
Rummy which has caught on
like a contagion.
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On Bridge Manaers.

“There is, most regrettably, an
increasing tendency for hand-
shaking at the card table. In a
recent tournament, a player, on
making a difficult contract, seized
his partner’s proffered hand and
accepted his warm congratula-
tions with both pleasure and
gusto.’ It was a nauseating sight
reminiscent of the kisses showered
.on a goal-securing centre-forward
by their team-mates.

In a moment of triumph
during a fast-moving game such
as Association Football it may
be difficult to check exuberent
emotion, but in slow moving

T
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games there is absolutely no
excuse for being a jolly winner.

When the scores are checked
at the conclusion of a match, it
i3 almost invariably found that
there is a losing side. Custom
ordains that the members of the
losing side congratulate the
members of the winning side,
and this is invariably done with
good pgrace and at least with
some measure of sincerity. The
members of the winning team
should remember that they too
have a code, the important one
of refraining from exuberence
over the vanquished.”

E. Kempson in * Bridge
Magazine.’ .

N R Y

A switch in timne stops nine tricks at no=trump.— The Bulleiin.

Ay
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