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WORD CLASSIFICATION IN THE
TELUGU LANGUAGE

N. VENKATA RAO, M A., Head of the Telugu Department.

In the realm of Telugu Philological studies, word classification
occupies a very important place. A systematic study inan ex-
tensive and intensive manner in this direction would solve many
a vexed problem regarding the origion of Telugu and the three
theories advanced by scholars i.e., the Sanskritic, the Prakrit and
the Dravidian theoties. The last of the three, the Dravidian theory
is generally accepted though there are still votaries for the other
two. Undoubtedly the Dravidian theory gained ground as a result
of the study of the monumental work of Rev. Caldwell’s’ “Com-
parative Grammar of the Dravidian or South Indian family of
languages.” But the scholars working in this field are basing their
arguments entirely on the principles of Dravidian Philology
enunciated by Caldwell. They are neither supplementing nor com-
plimenting his conclusions by a tlorough study of the existing
Grammatical and Lakshana Grandhas in Telugu, which are both
descriptive, as well as historical. Such a study*, when coordinated
with the available linguistic material through inscriptions and
literature for the past two thousand years, will not only throw a
flood of light on some dark corners but also present to us a correct
and comprehensive view of the evolution of the Telugu Language
which is Dravidian in origin and Sanskritic in its development.

In this article, a beginning is made to acquaint the scholars
with the views of Kétana, the first Telugu Grammarian, whose

1. A reprint of the third edition of this very valuable work is
brought out by the University of Madras.

2. . ‘Dravida bhasha tattva pari§ilanamu’a voluminous work in two
volumes by Kalaprapurna V. Ch. Sitaramaswami Sastry is a complete
treatise on the Telugu portion of Caldwell’s Comparative Grammar. The
work is in Telugu and published by the Andhra University with an

introduction by Vidwan V. Venkatarajulu Reddiar Retired Tamil
Lecturer, of the Madras University.

KV—1
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work Andhra Bhashz Bhaishanamu was written about 1250 A.D.
An attempt is also made here to discuss fully the classification
made in the work,

Telugu is one of the four important South Indian languages
that have reached a high standard of literary excellence, the other
three being Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam. According to the
census of 1951, it is spoken by a population of 33 Millions in
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nid and Mysore. Itis thus the second
largest linguistic group in the Indian Union. Telugu belongs to
the Dravidian family of languages, and has close affinities, with
Tamil, the oldest of the existing Dravidian stock, in phonology,
morphology and syntax- Since the Dravidian languages are agglu-
tinative in character, Telugu was forme.l by process of agglutina-
tion mainly from the vocabulary of Sanskrit, an Aryan language
quite different from Dravidian. Sanskrit words filled the Telugu
vocabulary to such an extent, that the whole structure of the
language appears to be entirely Sanskritic. In fact, this agglutina-
tion' led some later Telugu Grammarians, to attach every
importance to Sanskrit language and in some cases its grammar
also. But the old Telugu grammarians like Kétana (C. 1250),
Peddana (C. 1400 AD.), Ananta (C. 1450, Tatambhattu {C. 1500)
& Ganapavarapu Venkatakavi (C. 1650) were qu“: ?:;:ee‘r’]fd:z:
fact, that there is a basic vocabulary in Telugu, quite indep

i i lly developed by bringing into
of Sanskrit, and that it has gradually p Y e g

its fold through the process of agglutination . .
terminations to Sanskrit words. as well as f?reltg: wo;i; ’Is‘ll:;)::d
three fourths of the vocabulary is Sanskntl,1 ! Zx T pendent
ough to conclude that the basic language ha D e
cxiste f its own and justly therefore named th.e whole lang ge
Z:ls‘t’le';(t:fg::' from the basic vocabulary only, in spite of the prepo

derous existence of Sanskrit words
i e to
Agglutination is the process by which two ro:)}f: ;:f}?i:s:ink-
from a word, the one retaining its radical independence, the ot elations
ing down to a mere termination. It shows the gramma e 10
by prefixing, suffixing or infixing sounds am:i ‘S)fllab!e]sl :le e
i re clearly distinguisha
oty auel no in tricably blended with them In

odify and not in ex rer
ge;‘i);::lﬁg:;ges{ike Sanskrit, two roots coalesce so that neithe:
the one por the other, retain its substantive independence.

I.
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This conclusion is very important, not only from the view
point of classification of words, but also of the name of the langu-
age,ie., Andhraand Telugu, about which there is always an un-
necessary controversy. But if we make a scientific and historical
approach to the subject, then there is no controversy at all.

Though the first Telugu Grammar Andhrabhashabhushanam
written by Ketana (c. 1250) and subsequent grammars are
written in Telugu, there are a few grammars written in Sanskrit
about Telugu the dates of which can authentically stated to be
only after the 16th century. The first grammar written in Sanskrit
about Telugu is attributedto Nannayabhatta the first great poet in
Telugu. It appears on the scene only in 1608 A.D., and that also
through a Telugu commentary by Balasaraswati. There is a poetic
version of it by Appakavi in 1656 A.D. and a big Samskrit Com-
mentary known as Ahgbalapanditiyamu by Abgbala about
1750 A.D. Adharvana karikavali is another work attributed
Adharvana a poet of the 13th century.

Only one point is enough to prove that these Sanskrit
grammars relating to Telugu were written after 1600 AD. In
these grammars the name of the language Telugu is give as
Vikriti, while Samskrit is termed as Prakrits. These are evi-
dently taken from Hemachandra’s Prakrit Grammar. But
this terminology Prakriti and Vikriti is not found in any
Telugu Grammars written from 1250 A.D. upto 1500 A.D. Even
Vinnakota Peddana (1400 A.D.) who explicitly mentions Hema-
chandra does not give these terms. And no poet either previously
or afterwards ever used these two terms Prakrit and Vikriti for

Sanskrit and Telugu.

As there are absolutely no references to Andhra Sabda
Chintamani, either in Kavyas, commentaries, or grammatical
works quoted above, until the 16th Century A.D., it is definitely
surmised to be a work jublicated in the name of the well known
first poet Nannaya. Both internal and external evidences prove
this beyond doubt : but being written in Sanskrit a peculiar im-
portance was attached to it by later poets, and Sanskrit Pandits
Wwho began to teach Telugu language through Andhra Sabda Chinta-
mani taking it as the first standard grammatical work. This idea
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'v.Vés first carried out by the Sauskrit Pandits to the western scholars
like C.arey, Campbell and others when they came into contact with
Pandits for learning the Telugu Language.

Let us now take the word classification in Telugu. It isas
follows :

I. Tatsamamulu~words equivalent to Sanskrit.

2. Tadbhavamulu—words derived from Sanskrit and Prakrit.
3- Desyamulu - Indegenous words.
4

Anya Desyamulu—Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Hindustani,
Marati & English.

5. Gramyamulu—Vulgar speech.

In this connection, it must be clearly noted, that the Telugu
grammarians wrote the grammar exclusively for literary language
or more propeily, the language of the poet and not for the current,
or popular language spoken by the majority in the country
Hence vulgar speech is given as a specimen, but it is explicitly
stated that it shculd not be used in high class peetry.

The above classification of Tatsama, Tadbhava, and Desya
has gained general acceptance and is found in all the grammars
written in Telugu and Sanskrit from the Prakrit Grammar by
the well know Jaina Samayacharya, Hemachandra (1088-1173).

- Hemachandra's system of grammar consist of eight chapters,
the first seven deal with Sanskrit grammar, and the last chapter
with six dialects of Prakrit viz. Maharastri Saurassni, Magadhi,
Paidachi, Chiilikapaidachi and Apabhramda.

The word ¢ Prakriti’ is derived from Prakrit, which according
to the author; Hemachandra means Sanskrit. “Sanskritantaram-
cha.” He classifies Prakrit word into Tatsama, Tadbhava, and
Desi. Tatsama was treated in seven Chapters. He does not
speak of Desi words but discusses only Tadbhava words of both
types, Siddha and Sadhyamana. But Hemachandra sepal‘atelx
compiled a lexicon known as Deéinamamala, in which only Dest

words which according to him are not derived either from Sanskrit

or Prakrit are given.

5

The following is excerpt relating to the above :—

« Trividha prakriti bhasha bhavéddedyaca Aatsama
Tadbhava ca bhaveddasya tatra lakshana mantara
Tatsama samskritasama néya sanskrita vartmana
Tadbhava sanskrita bhava siddha sayetisa dwidha

Dwividhayascha siddhayrtham Prakritam Lakshman
matam

Dese Dése narendranam jananancha swake swake

Bhangya pravartate yasmat Tasmaddesyam Nigadyate.”
Chapter VIII.

Just as the predominence of Sanskrit words made some
modern scholars to think, that Telugu is derived from Sapsknt,
the classification of Tatsama, Tadbhava and Desya according to
Prakrit Grammars made few other scholars to think, tha.t T(f.lugu
is derived from Prakrit, or to be more correct, from Paiéachi, an
older form of Prakrit. .That these two views are quite unten;:xble
can be evinsaged from the fact, that the old Telugu grammarians
have taken their basis, the indegenous language. and not either
Sanskrit or Prakrit, though they are aware of the intimate
connection between those two languages. If we discuss the problem,
in detail from the view of the classification enumerated by the
Telugu Grammarians Chronologically, from the first, we can arti.ve
at definite conclusions not only regarding the foreign word material
like Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Marathi, English and other Europ-
ean languages, but also the highly agglutinative cha.t:acter of the
language, and its entirc independent exis?ence. This .study also
helps us to determine the various stage‘s in thf: evolution of the
Telugu Language through different periods of history.

Let us at the outset take the classification given in the first
Telugu Grammar Andhra Bhasha Butshanamu by Ketana

(1250 AD).

He says :—
62‘&0;{:&_3603 &33'5‘;60&:&
T dguSRTo8 ToScdddc
KoB oS DR Sodus AY 2o
Bocd TRHTK DHS T _ (verse 13)
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‘ Sanskrit is the mother of all languages, and on account of
it, a portion has come off, another portion has come out of its own
accord and the language evolved out of the combination of these
two, is known as the Tenugu Language.”

Here it must be clearly understood that, Ketana never made
a statement that Sanskrit is the mother of Telugu. as some
modern scholars believed, but that it is the mother of a4/l languag-
es. When he says that some portion has come out of its own
accord, it is clear that there is a portion of the Telugu Language
with which Sanskrit has no connection at all. Another point to
be noted in this connection is, that Ketana denotes the language
as Tenugu, a word belonging to the indegenous language in spite
of the fact, that a major portion of it contains many Sanskrit

words.

Then he enumerates the division of the Languages thus :—

& 33000 K ¢ m‘@sous 3

BHck TX DB BEIHS X

L_v\-vms?p“;’xw')(c XoB 5 BescXren

BBd W 52 Koo, (verse 18)

The language is divided into five categories : (1) Tatsamamu.
(2) Tadbhavamu (3) Accatenugu (4) Desi. (6) Gramya-
bhasha, and afterwards he gives definitions and illustrations thus.

Tatsamamu : (Sanskrit equivalents) When Telugu Case end-
ing terminations and Pratyayas are attached to Sanskrit words,
then the word becomes Telugu, and is styled as Tatsamamu. The
following examples are given (equal to Sanskrit) Vanamu, (forest)
Dhanamu, (wealth) Purushudu, (man Abala (woman) Vasumati
(earth). In these five words, for the first three, the Telugu
nominative case signs ‘mu’ and ‘ du’ are attached to the Sanskrit
words, Vanam, Dhanam and Purushaha, while for the other two,
no case sign is attached, but their formation in Telugu as the
nominative base is given Abala for Abald in Sanskrit (Akaranta
strilinga) while in Telugu it is the shortened form Abala Vasu-
mati in Sanskrit is only ikaranta strilinga, and therefore it is not
changed into Telugu. '

-Tadbhavamu ; In this category Ketana gives examples only

Sanskrit equivalent

and presents to us the phonetic changes to be observed and fol-
lowed.

Telugu Derivatives

Achchamu Accamu
Arghamu Agguva
Ajna Ana
Ajnapti Anati
Earshya Earasamu
Karyamu Kajjamu
Kulamu Kolamu
Gunamulu Gonamulu
Carmayasti Sammeta
Dida Desa
Dirghika Diggiya
Doshamu Dosamu
Dyatamu Jadamu
Prasadhammu Pasadanamu
Bhangamu Bannamu
Bhasha Basa
Bhibhatsudu Vivaccudu
Mukhamu Mogamu
Mugdhudu Mugududu
Yakshulu Jakkulu
Yamudu Jamudu
Yasamu Asamu
Lakshmi Lacci
Vairamu Veramu
Snigdhamu Niddamu
Sri Siri

Acca Tenugu. Pure Telugu words which are in popular
#sage and known to every body: Tala (Head) Nela (Moon) Vesavi
(Hot season) Gudi (Temple) Madi (field) Puli (Tiger) Tsali (Cold)
Madugu (Pool or Pond) Uru (Village) Peru (Name) Birugu (Sal-
mali tree) Magavadu (Man) Aluka (Anger).
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Desi Tenugu Tn this Cate i
: gory Ketana gives a number of
words, which are found in literary usage like: ¢

ﬁlarulapindu ganayamu Mantanamu  Vika
In:idu gr:dfla Makkuva Vicopulu
Ukku %" . bodi Mk Vel
e cleg:tru di Manm.l Vekkasamu
Ullam & a Muddiya Vedavilutudu
_ ccera Merugubodi Vennadi
Ekkali Celuva Meti v
Edakit?u Joti Mogi V?[::E
Eragali Tanivi Reyenda Veta
g;akuva Tabbibby Reredu Sari
aniga Talirubodi La
Elamave Tamarakanti Va%fr‘;ju eega
Esakamu Tivumta Valavanta
Ed.the:a Teti Valuganti
Ogi . Tekkalikadu Vinnadailamu
Kad;ah ) Terava Vinnu
Kadimi Teligannu Visuvuta
Kammatavi Toyyali Nana
Kalavalamu Naluva Nettammn
Kaluvakanti  Padaru Nemuri
Kariya I’arigami Nelli
Kem.movi Pasalu Nosaiu
Kenjaya Palindlu
Koralu Poccamu
Kavunu Polapamu
Kronnana Pstumuttu
Kromminen Prannan.a.,
Proddu
Bagn
. Bati
N.B.

—All the Acca Teny,
gu words, and so :
words have cognates in Tami Kannada and Malay‘::l(:u?af the Desi

Gramya —XKetana gives examples of the unnecessary lengthen-
chikumayya-for—Panchakumayya. He also

ed only when one s quarrel-
be used in Kavyas,

o
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Gramya or vulgar speech. The inclusion of this in the general
classification shows the insight of Ketana in Linguistic Science.
Gramya or vulgar speech means the spoken language. Ketana
understood the principle that every classical language was original-
ly based upon an every day spoken language and it is the poet,
philosophers and priests that evolve out of it, a more cultivated
classical literary language. Ketana gave a specimen of the spoken
language as it will not be found in the cultivated language for
which Grammar is intended.

It cannot be said that Ketana followed Hemachandra in the
above classification. Keétana is teo near to Hemachandra in
point of time. The latter diedin 1173 A D., while the former
lived about 1200-1250 A D. Ketana's date is beyond controversy
as he dedicated his work Dasakumaracarita to Tikkana the great
poet, when he (Tikkana) was the commander, and Minister of
Manmasiddi, the Telugu Chola Prince who ruled at Nellore from
1249-1290 A.D. In the absence of any reference to Mahabharata,
which was undertaken by Tikkana in the last years of the reign
of Manumasiddi it is correctly presumed that Ketana must have
lived only in the early years of the reign of Manumasiddi.

Ketana evidently secured this classification from Kavyadarsa
by Dandin the well known Sanskrit South Indian Alankarika. The
following are the excerpts from the work, relating to the
classification.
rmszsd?);i» :

636&823@0&0 EFrans Sody—y80 (I ¥yso 87
95@0535:»@13 QB"S:&\’D“O“&?‘)&B&,SSS. (BE0s S8Ne. 32, 97,
WOXy—yBo T BOTF T gy-gT &@%Qa
65@536&‘5#!5%65‘33’3 LT.‘J"'Q‘DQLS’&:. 33, .5:

The English translation is given below :—

32. And again (all) this literature, the great men say, is
devisable into four classes —Samskritam, Prakritam, Apabhramsa
and Misra.

33, Samskritam is the name of the celestial language
which has been used by the great sages. Prakritam is divided
into many ways as Tadbhava, Tatsama and Desi.

KV—2
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Ketana must have been definitely acquainted with Kavya-
‘daréa, as he translated into Telugu, Dasakumara Charitra the
‘well known prose work of Dandin in Champu form. He is the
first and the last poet to translate the work in Telugu prose and
verse. Besides this Kethana refers to only two old grammarians
the great Panini and Shanmukha (Kumara) He says :

P WHeo SHXD
dﬁr:’xm@q>ﬂ"c%§w§> FHRSIHD B0
oo Aos T P

et nH® e'gv‘@ﬁ»o 00T,

Hence it is concluded that Ketana has not followed
Hama Chandra, But in dealing with Dé&si, Ketana showed
much originality. He made two divisions in that category,
ie., Acca tenugun and Deéi which according to his own
definitions are tenugu words of popular usage and words of poetic
usage. Words like tala, nela, gudi whichare classified as Acca
tenugu are understood by all classes of people, whether they are
literates or illiterates. But words like Erakuva, Nettammi, v&nali,
etc., which are classed as Desi are used only in poetry, and hence
they are intelligible only to the literates. This distinction of popular
and poetic dialects together with gramya, or slang expressions,
reveal the evolution of the structure of Telugu language and its
independent existence.

In verse 26, Ketana says:
“ 8830008~ 88) STk
345 Fex (%0 0ZHBFPOB L0
SoH s Uva‘»gﬁ:ﬁcx '553&78"{&
§™%0 BRI Sysa090 77

“ Except tatsama words, the other four are termed as ¢ acca

tenugu” and among these Grimya or vulgar speech is not con-
. . . »

sidered for literary usage, and will be used only in abusing others.

So, according to Ketana the word * Tenugu ”’ denotes w.ords
consisting of Tatsamas or Sanskrit words, Tadbhavas or derivatives,
Acca tenugu, Desi and Gramya words all put together, and
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““ Acca Tenugu” denotes words omitting tatsama words, But
a question may be asked as to why Ketana has given the same
term ‘acca tenugu’ in two places. The answer is that term °acca
tenugu’ in classification is used in a pariicular sense in the first
instance ¢ while the term acca tenugu is applied in the second
instance to the name of the language in a general sense. But acca
tenugu’ though differentiated from Sanskrit is neither spoken nor
adapted for kavya style without the aid of it. Sanskrit words
have entered the every day spoken language of the Telugu people,
and therefore, a Telugu man cannot avoid and cannot manage
things with either purely Sanskrit or purely Acca Tenugu words.
The same is the case with literary style. The vocabulary in Acca
Telugu is so meagre, and soinadequate for expressing higher
thought that ourancient people wisely adopted the Sanskrit words
and compounds through the process of agglutination i.e. adding
Telugu terminations to Sanskrit words and evolved a kavya style.
Thus it will be seen that the term ¢ Acca Tenugu ’ used by Ketana
in general sense for the name of the language is mainly for the pur-
pose of Grammar, and not for literary usage. The current and the
poetic usage of the word Tenugu from the beginning of the 1oth
Century amply confirm the definition of Ketana. When Nannaya
Bhatta the first poet says that he is writing in  ““ Tenugu ”’, it
means that he is writing in Tenugu which consists of Tatsama,
Tadbhava, and Desya words and not Acca Tenugu as inter-
preted by modern Sanskritised Telugu Grammarians. The reason
for the interpretation is this.

After the advent of Acca Tenugu or pure Telugu Kavyas i.e,
kavyas written without Sanskrit words from 1600 AD., Acca
tenugu became a synonym for Tenugu itself. Thus the original
meaning of Tenugu as enunciated by Ketana and his followers, as
consisting of Tatstama or Sanskrit words, was lost. Chinnayasuri,
the last Great Grammarian in his Balavyakaranam uses the
name Telugu for Acca Tenugu only. (See the rule: Tenugunaku
Varnamulu Muppadiyaru in Saunjna Parichcheda. “The letters for
tenugu are thirty six.”” Since these thirty six exclude all the hard
consonants of Sanskrit language letters - Tenugu here stands for
Acca Tenugu only. '

. From the first Telugu Grammar the following points may‘ be
deduced regarding the Telugu language. ‘
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1. Though the classification of Tatsama, Tadbhava and
Deésya is adopted from the Prakrit Grammar, Ketana never
refers to Prakrita language and its principles. Even with regard
to Tadbhavas, he does not mention the prakrita words, as an
intermediatory stage in the evolution, as some later grammarians
did. He speaks of two distinct classifications, Sanskrit and
Telugu and their connection

2. He does not speak of Anya desyas or foreign words like,
Arabic, Persian or Urudu, since they have not entered the Telugu
Language in his time i.e. about 1250 AD. They are introduced
only in the works written about 1400 A.D. or later after the
Muslim occupation of the Telugu Country (about 1323 A D.)

3. He specifically states that the rules of Sanskrit Grammar
do not apply to Telugu.
4- He considers Telugu as an Independent Language.

5. He distinguishes even in Desi two kinds—the popular
dialect, and the literary dialect.

Ketana, who is the author of the first grammer in Telugu
stressed the point that Sanskrit is the mother or the parent of all
the languages ; while Telugu has an independent existence of its
own. In expressing this view, the vernacular grammarian Ketana
is thinking in terms of the whole of Indian culture and thought,
as represented by Sanskrit. In fact, Sanskrit had been age long
and still the only unifying factor, which brought together closely
the diverse local traditions and variety of languages into a homog-
enous Indian Culture.

The Grammarians that followed Kétana till the Nineteenth
Century expressed the opinion that Sanskrit is the origin of
Telugu language, and in the last Century a very successful
attempt was made by Sri Paravastu Chinnaya Suri (1805 - 1862)
to model the Telugu Grammar on the lines of Sanskrit Grammar.

It has been admitted from the past that Sanskrit is the uni-
versal language in India, as Marga while the Prakrit languages .
and the vernaculars spoken in South India like Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and Malayalam are local Languages, and were distinctly

known as Dési.,

i3

By Desi or local language it is meant to be the language that
has grown out of indegenous speech spoken by the primitive race
that occupied a particular locality with all the phonetic changes
resulting from the physical conditions, anthropological environ-
ment, and social contact. The indegenous speech, therefore in
its elementary slage, retains its natural individuality, and is
therefore deviod of any contamination from other languages. It
keeps in tact, traits of phonetic laws. and morphologieal changes,
natural to it. It remains pure and simple.

It is only when a local language comes into contact with
other languages, neighbouring to it or adjacent to it, by .political
reasons, that the local language grows, without of course losing
its original nature and stature. It then becomes the language of
the people for expression of their thought and thus gets a name
and individuality.

The case of Teluguis an excellent example of this pheno-
menon. The Telugu people spoke at first the language which con-
tained only the desi element First they came into contact with
their neighbours who were known as Dravidians, and who spoke a
language exactly similiar to Telugu. This is the initial stage. The
Andhras, a powerful race from the North occupied the region
watered the Godavary and Krishna area, peopled by the Telugu
Race. They spoke a language different from that of Telugu, i.e,
Prakrit. Though they were the rulers of the land, and their Court
language is Prakrit, Telugu, the language of the ruled flourished
and its genius is such, that, it could assimilate into it, any
foreign language without losing its original character. Prakrit
words were brought into Telugu fold and were shaped according
to Telugu phonetic laws and were merged into it. As some of the
phonetic changes in Prakrit correspond to Telugu, the Telugu
people found no difficulty in assimilating Prakrit words. The words
that were derived on account of the connection with the Prakrit
language are therefore separately styled as Prakrita Bhavas. This
is the second stage in which the language consisted of only pure
Telugu words and Tadbhavas. The people then came into contact
first with vedic Sanskrit and then with the classical sanskrit.
Sanskrit is a highly developed language of the Aryans and there-
fore, the Telugu people at first could assimilate Sanskrit words,
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only through the Tadbhava process i.e. deriving the same accox.'d-
ing to their natural dialect. These are known as Sanskrfta
Bhavas. Gradually, on account of the intimate contact with
Sanskrit, asitis the language of all Aryan traditions, rituals
and customs; adopted by the Telugu people it entered unknowingly
in the daily lifé to sich an extent, that, a Telugu man foun.d
it difficult to carry out his daily routine without using Sanskrit
words. The Sanskrit words were imported, as they are with
the terminations peculiar to Telugu, and ' they were th_erefore
styled as Tatsamas i.e equivalents to Sanskrit. '.I‘hxs bnn.gsus
to the third or the final stage. With the blendfng ?f highly
developed Sanskrit language Telugu attained a.sohdarlty and a
perfection for expressing higher thought. It is only when Tat.
samas formed the considerable part of the Telugu vocabulary, it
became easy for the Telugu poets to bring into Telugu, all the
treasures of Indian wisdom, the Vedas, Puranas, Itihasas and
Sastras. If the Telugu Language preserves today, almost all the
great works of Sanskrit literature than any other Dravidian langu
age' it is due to this great influx of Tatsama words. There is no
Desi or local cultivated language in India, which is not influenced
By Sanskrit. Of the languages in South India, the most influenced
is Telugu and the least influenced is Tamil, the o!ies.t.of the
existing Dravidian Languages, which retained its individuality
from hoary antiquity to the present day.

It is due this, that one can definitely assert, that the Telugu
is Dravidian in origin and Aryan in its development.

1. This subject of contribution of the Andhras to Sanskrit
Literature has not yet been undertaken by scholars. If, properly worked
out, it can be confidently asserted that in Telugu Language almost all
the works relating ‘to several branches of both Vedic and classical
Sanskrit Literatures are.completely represented by way of translations

and adaptations.
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A PASSAGE FROM A REVENUE PAPER
IN KANNADA PUBLISHED IN
1846 A. D.:

By M. M. BHAT, Professor of Kannada.

Its Vocabulary:

The following passage is an excerpt from page 101 of a work
published in Kannada under the caption ‘Selection of stories and
revenue papers in the Karnatica Langugage with Translations and
Grammatical Analysis’ to which is added Dialogues in Karnatica
and English by Adacki Sooba Row (Moonshee in the Canarese
Translator’s Office). The work was printed at the Military Male
Orphanage Asylum in 1846 It is dedicated to Francis Whyte
Ellis who is described as the Original Projector of the Establish-
ment of the College of Fort St. George.

Extract from the cultivation Hukum Namah or circular
order of the late Tippoo Sultan :

Varusa suruviguvadannu nimma talukina tamamu raitarige

1 2 3 4 3 6
kawlu kararu Kottu jaminu saguvali maduvante bandobastu maduvadu,
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
yava rayitana maneyalli adaru heccu janaru yiddu, jaminu
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
kadimeyagi ulutta yiddare a rayitara ahavalu vicarisi heccu
- 23 24 25 20 27 28 29 30
saguvali agatakka bagge daru rayitaru prakina bhimi allade
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38
heccu bhiimi uluvante takidu maduvadu. Nadaru rayitarige jamina
39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46

tegedukondu négalu ondakke miiru varaha nalku varaha prakara takavi
47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56

kottu heccagi uluvante bandobastu maduvadu. takavi babatu

57 58 59 60 61 62 63
ayivajannu vandu varusa yeradu varsadalli vasalu madikolluvadu.
64 65 66 67 68 69 70.
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(1) Free Translationt
Instruction to the mamledar.

At the commencement of the year, you are to exert yourself
to cause all the Ryots in your Talook to cultivate the lands by
granting them kawls and agreements. Whenever the peopleina
ryot’s house are numerous, and the land cultivated by them
comparatively small, an enquiry must be made into their circum-
stances. To extend the cultivation, the substantial ryots are to
be directed to cultivate more land than they- did last year and the
indigent ryots are to be allowed Takaviat 3 or 4 pagodas a plough,
taking security from them, the amount to be recovered from them
in one or two years.

(2) Grammatical Aocalysis :

Mamaledar (A) - An officer entrusted with the management
of a district, s.m.; hukum (A)~a command, an order, s. n;
suruvaguvadannu - when commences, accs. sing. of suruvaguvadu
verbal noun of suruvagu to commence, from suru (A) begun,
commenced, adj.; tamamu (A) - all without exception, adj.; Kawl
(A) - a writing of assurance, as granted by Government to the
cultivator of the soil, s.n.; Kararu (A) - a promise, agreement,
s.n.; jaminu (P) - land, s.n.; Saguvali - cultivation, s. n;
bandsobastu (P) - arrangement, adjustment s. n.; heccu - more,
adj.; ulu-to plough, this word is used only in the Mysore country,
v. a.; ahavalu (P) - condition, circumstances, s. n.; daru (P) -
substantial, or wealthy, solvent, adj.; prakina - former, adj.,
takidu (P) - injunction, direction, s. n; nidaru (P) - insolvent,
indigent, adj.; jaminu (A) - a security, surety. sponsor, s.n;
négaly, - a plough, s n.; Takavi (A) - advance of money etc.
given to the Ryots to enable them to cultivate their lands, s n.;
babatu ayivaju - money paid for takavi ; babatu (P) - on acceunt
of, for. Ayivaju (A) ~ money, property, s. n.; vasilu madu - to
collect, v. a. from vasilu (A) collection, s. n. |

(3) Brief Comments:

On a scrutiny of the vocabulary, we find that out of 70 words
i1 the present excerpt 25 wordsare of (A) Arabic or (P) Persian
origin, i.e., nearly 36%. This only shows how in the sphere of
administration during the time of Tippo technical terms from

foreign sources were employed in Kannada and understood by
people. For obvious reasons, they are mostly from Arabic and
Persian. We do not find many loans from English. However, after
the advent of the English rule in the 19th century words like
* collector ?, * police ”” were finding their way into the language,
as could be evidenced from other revenue papers of a later
period found in the collection.

(2) Thewayin which Adacki Sooba Row looked at the
analysis of a passage shows that there was an attempt at a scien-
tific approach to Language Study at the grammatical and lexical
level. In the list of abbreviations, he lists the following terms : —
ablative (abl, accusative (accus), adjective (adj), adverb (adv),
causal verb (caus v), compounded (comp), compounded verb
(comp v), conjuction (conj), dative (dat), defective (def), demon-
gtrative (dem;, feminine (fem), genitive case (gen), grammar (gr),
imperative (imp), infinitive (inf), interjection (inter j), irregular
(irr), literally (lit), masculine (m or mas), neuter (n), negative
(neg;, numeral (num), participle (part), person (pers), plural (pl),
post position (post pos), preposition (pre), present (pres), pro-
noun (pron), rule (r), relative (rel), substantive (s), éubstantive
masculine (s- m), substantive feminine (s. f), substantive neuter
(s. n), singular (sing), tense (t), verb active (v.a), verb neuter
(v. n), vocative (voc) and the elements of vocabulary as Arabic
(Ay) Hindustani (H), Mahratta (M), Persian (P), Sanskrit (S).

With the help of applied grammar attempts were made to
teach Kannada as a foreign language to Englishmen. We find in
this useful collection the beginnings of the techniques adopted to
teach foreign languages. (There are other exercises on conversa-
tion and oral composition.)

(3) Notes about one of the loans:

(i) Rayita :—In the foregoing passage * rayita ”’ is given
as Arabic and its meaning as a peasant or culti-
vator.

(ity Oxford English Dictionary gives it thus: ryot (n)-
Indian peasant (from Hind raiyat from Arabic
RAYAH)
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(i) Kittel (Kannada-English Dictionary, published in
1894) gives thus: rayata or rayita or raita - A sub-
ject (as of a King); a tenant (as of a landbolder
Mhr. H))

(iv) Gundert: {Malayalam-English Dictionary published in
1872 gives thus: Rayittan - from Arabic ra’ayat,
meaning subject, tenant.

(v) Tamil Lexicon: (Madras University published in 1936
gives thus: rayattu (rayat) (Urdu) - raiyat meaning
peasant, cultivator.

It is very interesting to note that in 1846 Sooba Row had
correctly indicated the origin of the word as Arabic. In Arabic
the word does not mean peasant or cultivator. It means shepherd
of the flock (Raiyyat). Yat—flock and Rai (y)—shepherd. It may
be worthwhile to investigate further into this very interesting
word ¢ RAI’
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THE YUKTIDIPIKA ON THE
SAMKHYAKARIKA: CORRECTIONS AND
EMENDATIONS IN THE TEXT

BY
Dr. V. RAGHAVAN

In Volume XII of this Journal (r954-5), Sanskrit Section,
I dealt with the textual problems of this important commentary
on the Samkhya Karikas and offered a number of corrections and
emendations in the text presented by P. B. Chakravarti on the
basis of its single manuscript. That paper was to be continued
and in the present contribution, I place before students of this
work another series of corrections and emendations that have
suggested themselves to me during my further study of the text.
Apart from passages which are corrupt, there are also those that
are very cryptic and obscure, whose anvaya is difficult and which
consequently require proper construction. In the following notes
I have therefore included such passages also, and offered ex-
planations for them.

P.1 Tepnvsggr:  This is corrupt. The meaning required
Verse 1 by the rhetoric of the verse is that the
elephant of Samkhya-dialectics pulls down

the Sallaki groves, viz. the imbeciles of

other schools.
P.1x ARgET: This may be read as B#IRger; |  This
Verse 6 reference is to schools which hold the

Purusa to be affected.

P. 2 3% ATAREY There is no Nanatva that is established
Verse 13 in the course of the text; on the other
hand, the verse will make sense if it says

that this text is good enough to know from

it the manifold topscs. Hence, we may

emend this as 37 AR

P.3 HEAFSRA:  is correct but obscure and requires expla-

Line 1 nation. The context is the elucidation of
VR—1



P.3
Line 1

P.3
Lines 2, 3

2

¢Stitra’ as a brief indicatory statement, in
which much that is left out has to be
understood from other contexts. This is illus-
trated by two Karikas 16 and 15, where
Avyakta is proved by Inference and only
two avayavas of the syllogism are expres-
sly mentioned; the important limb of
Ilustration, Drstinta, is not mentioned in
the context but has to be understood. Now
it is this Illustration that the gloss mentions
in the word q@ESTA: | ‘Mila’ and ‘Sakala’
illustrate respectively NEMi RarmE and
= | This can be checked up by the
comments of Yuktidipiki on Karika

15, pp. 75, 77
2. ‘o oREE qer & safEer |
Y AB-ATHIT - etc.’

e a9 ARl FRgeTEER, axTe,
T FA~FATRN; TFAE: |
See also p. 46 under Karika 6 : T T5e-
dai qerdigaar T mRgIwARE: etc.

In the same line, after the above noted
word, we read ‘ STAFRAFRAT r=EdiaEd
Here ‘ atra antaram’ makes no sense ; we
may read either 31 3f=q or T AA<RY |
The former would fit better. The comma
at the end of this should be a full stop.

The two ¢3rm@r-s® refer to two other
explanations of the name Sitra ; the first
is based on the same etymological explana-
tion from ¢Sdcana’, but the form of
Sticana meant here is different ; it refers to
the inwardly withdrawn nature of the
recluse-teacher and hence the absolute
brevity with which he just indicates his
ideas. The next explanation is couched in
a confusing expression; what is meant

3

here is that Sitra is so called because it
conforms to the definition of Statra as set

forth in the verse /@ etc. and as can
be illustrated by or verified from verse 8,

Aerraeamty: (-Bfa:) ete.

P.6 =T This should be F=%eT in genetive, for it
Line 6 from bottom  goes with—aWnrafare=ramre Smgy =1 |
P.» ARG This obscure bit refers to what has been

Line 4 fRME9E T said before in line two, viz. the student

possessing further requisite endowments,
viz. Matimattva, Mimamsakatva, Arthitva
and Abhyupagatatva.

P. 7 ‘AT 999- May be read as ‘ {Q9AiRar g9 qR-
Line 5 sRaEsTAd: * qrlsqa; |

- aefzas: The sentence may be ended here and
a danda may be inserted to show the end.

P. 10 a¥gqmrgd, End the sentence with & \

Line 4 a guiag, Start the next paksa T Jmang etc.

P. 10 The word 1@ at the beginning of the

Line 25 Karika is no part of it; it should be taken

with gar =t |

P. 11 Line 22 From o9t @@ upto @RI in line
24 it is an amplification of the paksa
“ iferanaefy I |

» »  “fEEEEIT  Read f@em=g® 7 ffEd etc. After

e sAlsTaEi stwaRfa remove danda and put
comma.

P.12 Linez afe@¥ Read afway
Line 10 ¥3H-fig@i etc. Remove dash in between.

P. 13 gqugag}  There is no relevance for Samsara here ;
Lines g-10 the point discussed is the * upasarjana’ in
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a compound ; hence the correct word is
qWA1q , not gamrA

P. 15 fsRagsa-  Here 3ugsgam: &: §39 in Singular
Lines 14-15 #MAI&: (l'%) would be better in view of the Singular
g3g=a used in line 14.

P. 15 393 May be read in Masculine ¢-ai:’ to
Line 15 accord with the Masculine in lines
14, I5, 16.
P.15 Line 27 Read this as QARIIAAEARY NF: &
qieHa |
P. 16 e After this put a danda, as the sentence
Line 13 ends here.
P. 16 The printed text reads : .
Last but one line €A ged a9d ewad; ferasafsd g aea-
A 1

As it is, the Jatter sentence either means
little or means the opposite. What is
intended to be said is that the text men-
tions the anuéravika remedy being like the
drsta one ; this is an elliptic expression
requiring to be completed ; this completing
part (vakyadesa) is that the ‘@nusravika'’
is as useless as the ‘drsta’ So ‘feH’
cannot go with the sentence giving the
Vakyadesa. Itis to be takcn as a separate
sentence, asking a question ‘f&g ¥’

The sentence would then read (in trans-
lation) : (The anudravika) is like the drsta;
What? (that is, how or in what respect is
it like the drsta or what is the nature
of the predication intended by ‘is’ in
respect of which it is like the dista —

e ; P! eEmaite gt )

5

P. 17 Last but one line :—f§a1 ¥ &f | Read this as famd iy
Otherwise it would mean just the oppo-
site of what is intended in the argument.

P, 18 REHECE S Read the two words separately gegywfX
Line 6 sfaqa:  sAa9q:

P. ig SCIC RG] ‘Apratiyoginam ’ here should be ¢ Prati-
Line 2 =9 @AfE  yoginam.’

P.20 Line 19 agaafgm® Read agwifdany
P.2r Line 19 &@TAIXa™ Read awgiary aig |

P, 23 a@efR-  As it is, the line is corrupt. Either there
Line 19 fm@@ @ should be a ‘A’ before YWa: or aqN-
TRITEFATE AATHAN should read FrRsRIHAY )
QE:

P. 24 SRUCED) Read & mazimf¥caa |
Line 5 Wiy

P. 25 dqnfzRmfa-
Lines 2-3 gf@aand It should be &qkifafag etc.

P. 26 qqi a3t  Read aumgwil; Avahanti is the word
Line 16 here.

P. 26 Vg T This is meaningless; the line can be
Line 18 construed if this is read as 3RFIF a1 |

P. 26 Put a stroke after @wwNUTHIEAGT |
Last Line Then TEAARAT is a fresh sentence.

P. 27 gauaay: This is obviously corrupt. Read this

Line7 ®@wiRsafma® thus: gasanamfisar faaa

P. 27 qqaq: After this, put a semicolon and after
Line g gatafEqgH a comma. Hﬁﬁﬂﬁ"{ means
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that the Knowledge of the significance of
all enjoined acts mentioned by Srutis,

applies to the case of those who are ineligi=
ble to perform them actually.

P. 27 Line 22 =@s4 Read =ralisy

P. 31 Line 4 Change the punctuation and read thus :
AE— JAYTRAIGEIINART @i |

P. 32 Line 18 Before ‘ g@1s%: ’ here, the word &1 may
be inserted to show the Parvapaksa.

z%d: §9W- This makes no meaning; it has to be

qat=on  corrected into THI: TAWHA:, HA=AIMR

gasTATGH | gaseH » sagA |

»

P. 34 fisgAir: —®- For sense, this requires a ‘A’ at the
Line 2 m~atQsRRT- beginning. Therefore read 7 fa®wr: and
At put a semicolon after this.

, Line 11 gad sfimfssga® | Remove full stop after @ ; cor-
ggafkE wafgead, rect &9RRe into I4fXE and wafE: into
A etc. wafr 1 Read thus: qaa sRmloegad,

gzafke wafea wn etc.

,, Line 22 Correct printing mistake : TEANII—
FEATIR |

P. 36 Line 3 Correct similar printing mistake : -
HFQC—ARNIRFAL:

P. 37 a1 sRaFgRAgwdad | This should be ax sRafy: (or 9fy-
Lines 3-4 1) FFIRATAYES | After this JT4r from
next line isto be brought here and the

further matter read thus: gga—zemfsy-
azwigfsafify |

,, Line 14 &ig@afay: | Read AgWAm f&g: |

,» Line 2z aUgAMEa—~ Read 0T AmiEa-|

7

P, 38 Line 5 Remove dash after &g It

P.39 Line 2o asfaw: Correct into smfdafu:

P. 40 fagueggarg- Here delete the first q®0t which is re-
Lines 23-4 9AM@f4T:  dundant and read : srqgqiarfa: gatma
AN HB-  FS etc.
auf=atffy |

P. 41 Line 7 «ga@gaX:  Read o/ga™ max:
P. 41 Line 18 a7 f4faq seftad must be I R g

P. 43 Line 1z 7, aélg Remove comma.
Line 13 % aff srsq3q@i¥ etc. Put a question mark after ‘tarhi’
and read f&afg ! srewgEa etc.

P. 44 @ A9V . . . Meaning and connection in context
Lines 3-4 91 gwaadtcrd: obscure.

Line 4 ad [NAL is wrong. It should be a7 lﬁiﬁ |

Line 23 TW&-%9-Ad- This is confusing ; the first SIFIBFHT may
TFA-IATHA-  be IIBFA: and the second ITSAT may
q9eA: a9A%3- be SigTenT: | Also %EWE may be
SANAGTST:  EFIA |

Line 24 @1 q@q:  Read A9g Gaw: |
P. 46 Line 3 ®9ar stisenaitfy n:

&H: here should be 3nq for whose definition
see line 2 above.

Line 13 a5 J®ATER: Read it as a1 sgwaamfi:

P. 47 aqfeqr (1)  The query mark is not necessary; it is
Line 12 correct as it stands.

Line 15 a41sqd Read 3999 which qualifies &&Qu |



P. 50.

P. 62.

P. 53

P. 54,

line 16
22
26

28
23

26
4

20
23

25

21

Last line

P. 55.

P. 56,

P. 38

2
21
23

[

18

27

ATAAEET
N B
SN STIOM are

TS
=y

PasveEniviiah

Read ae=fft
" 3 s
" Qishv:
Y g, SRR e,

After this, add sy
which is necessary.

Read kg

Put a semicolon after
this.
Read &
" ﬂqzlluit
” R granf
" o@T A
T+ could read better if
this is 1
Read guri
ki) i E
" ufEE ete.

Gﬂﬁ-qiﬂﬂm etc. ” Fq’a—ﬂ'; ﬁa’]’d’ﬁ' ete.

S S ERID

agueeaRi
M 7 ReTg |
gy etce.

Put semicolon after
this.

Read aegmefuli
" §eraq Reed
gz 7 ote.

aedl &3 ) 79T otc. Remove danda after

AT
7 g agfea

latz and put it aof-
ter gandhena.

Put a danda after
this.

Put a comma after
this.

POPULAR STRAY VERSES OF KERALA

Part II (Modern Verses)

Dr. K. KUNJUNNI RAJA
—o0bedoo—

In an earlier issue of the Amnmals (Vol. X, Part I) I published
some of the interesting popular stray verses of Kerala attributed
to various writers belonging to the early period before 1650 A.D,
Now I am presenting here some of the most interesting among
the popular stray verses traditionally attributed to Kerala writers
belonging to the later period, especially the 18th and xg9th
centuries. Many of these are orally handed down by tradition and
are popular among the Pandits of the land. Ullur S. Paramesvara
Iyer quotes many of these in his Keralasahityacaritra (vols, III &
1V); the Sarasasiokasnsal edited by Maliir Gopalan Nair (Trichur, 1924)
also contains several of them, I have not included all the available
stray verses, but only the most interesting among them. Some of the
verses, though popular, like the epistolatory verses said to have
been exchanged between Princess Manorama of Calicut and Karttika
Tirunal Maharaja of Travancore, deal rather too openly with the theme
of love and may not appeal to modern taste; some of the scholarly
verses of Godavarma Yuvarija of Kotunnallur and Subrahmanya
Sastri of Pantalam require great erudition on the part of the readers to
appreciate them. Many verses popularly attributed to Kerala writers are
current even outside, and are sometimes found in earlier works. I
have omitted many of these. Prof. V. Raghavan has helped me very
much in making the final selection, in tracing some of the verses to
their original sources, in pointing out parallel verses, and different
readings in the case of verses popular in Tamil and Telugu Districts
also,
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Malayalam : Radhe ent eti ni kel ivane sahasa kala ’a‘lirﬁgam at
arute. Capalakal ay avana ruci priyatamam amo, dayardrata
bahucaturam !
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NOTES

For  details about the various authors and their works see
Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja, The Contribution of Kerala o Sanskrit
Literature, University of Madras, 1958,

Verses 1-7 are attributed to Narayanan Nambatiri of Itavettikkat,
author of the Rukminisvayainvara Campti, who was patronised by
Ramavarma Karttika Tirunal Maharaja of Travancore (1718-—1798),
and the kings of Cochin named Rimavarma and Virakeralavarma. All
these verses are said to be in praise of the King of Travancore. The
term Vaficirdja found in some of these is a title assumed by the Kings
of Travancore.

3,

gwiIE  the nature of being a king, the nature of being
the husband of Earth,

Note the contrast between the king and the moon brought
out by the use of double entendre. The figure of speech is
Vyatireka,

The earth and the heaven are the two scales of a balance,
on which the king and Indra were placed by Creator in order
to examine their relative weight. On the lighter scale which
went up, are placed the Gods etc, and even virtuous people
from the earth! For a similar idea see the well-known verse
in the Bkojaprabandha :

figawfam geig wial | w
P = Fillea o s fer o
I AZIAEEH S TR
qes RigwEd agaR TRl gaEhi i
It is said that the poet took a bet with some friends that he
would get a shawl from the King as a gift. As the King was
going to the temple, the poet approached him and recited

this verse. The King was so pleased with it that he presented
him then and there the shawl he was wearing,

This verse is popular in other parts of South India also, and

~ therefore, we cannot be sure that its author is Narayana

himself. The reading outside Kerala for the fourth line is
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AT T9T T 7 Faa: ﬁﬂ'ﬁrﬁl 79" In line one,
g is read as‘ﬁ'érrﬁri; in the second line M is another
reading for Sty ; o =FET for QSR @ ; WEC; for
WGA, | In line 3 wiaedi for Taeomy, | ‘

This verse is current in Telugu and Tamil Districts also.
There the reading for the last line is,

T 98 fRsagmaa®ta: |

The reference is said to be to King Vijayaraghava Naick
of Tanjore (1633-1673). Kerala tradition ascribing the
verse to Ngrayapan Nambdtiri is later. The lines are given
in another order also as c. b. a. d. .

Note the pun on BSFSRT; it is said to contain a veiled
reference to the King protecting the Brahmins during Tippw’s
invasion of Kerala. .

This was dedicated to Karttika Tirunal Mahardja of
Travancore by a Nambditiri of Kolagéeri family.

Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri (1745-1819), a court peet of
Karttika Tirunal Maharaja, is its author.

10—12 These three verses are attributed to (3edavarma Yuvaraja

13.

14.

of Kotunpallir (1800- 1851), author of Rasasadana bhana
and the Ramacarita. These verses are in praise of Sviti
Tirunal Maharaja of Travancore.

10 The term dvijendraih has to be taken in different senses
to the four lines separately,

11. The names of the Samasas are dexterously introduced
in this verse,

This is attributed to Jayanta, (1404 - 1874) popularly known
as Kuiifiunni Nambisan of Pattattu family, author of the
Rasarainakarabhana (R. 8307)

It is said that this verse was dedicated to Svati Tirunal
Maharaja of Travancore by a Brahmin scholar from Tamilnad,
It is in the form of an anydpadeia; the wind symbolises the
king, and the boat stands for the poet,

3

15—16. These two verses are by Riajarajavarma Koil Tampuran

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

2.

25.

26.

of Kilimantr (18!1 - 45), popu'arly known as Karindra. In
verse 16, dedicated to Svati Tirunal Mahgraja, he refers to
himself as Karindra. The verse is an anyapadesa; the pun
on the word Bh@mindiha makes the intended meaning clear,

This was written by Godavarma Yuvardja of Kotungaallir
for a Brahmin who wanted to take it to Svati Tirunal Maha-
raja of Travancore.

Attributed to Ttavettikkat Narayanan Nambgtiri. (?)
Attributed to a Brahmin from North Malabar.

Dedicated to the Raja of Kumarapuram (Trichur), by
Kilalir Ke$avan Nambiéan (Beginning of 90th C.),

This verse is supposed to have been dedicated to the Yuva-
raja of Travancore (Asvati Tirunal). But in Tamilnad the
verse is attributed to Yuvarangam Gopalacarya, attached to
the Zamindar of Udayapalayam in Tanjore District; the
reading in the second line is, W@ ATTERES: | In line
one, end, the reading in Tamilnad is @ﬁﬁ[ﬁkﬂ'ﬂﬂ

The last line gives the answers to all the seven questions
contained in the previous lines, It is attributed to Sankaran
Missat of Kilakke Pullam (1838 - 1888).

This is attributed to Vasudevan Potti of Mittetam
(1833 -1893). The term Marak contains the answers to all
the five questions given in the verse.

This isa @RI by Rama Variyar of Kaikkulatkara
(1832 - 1896).

This is an example of WNMEHAT ; the verse could be read
either as Sanskrit or as Malayalam. It is attributed to
Patfattu Kufiftupni Nambisan (author of 13).

Here is also WINEWEA, since the portion & AR AT ARAY
sounds like Malayalam (or Tamil). This verse is current in
Tamil districts also; there the reading for the second half is—

‘d qa g TwIFEG dReEET: |

(The last quarter wants a syllable),
KR—1
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This is attributed to Narayanan Nambiitiri of Itavetiikad;
but it is only a different version of an old verse (also found
in Subhasitayatnakara (P. 4:)

QAT =Z TRIEAT |
qERR Tl mﬁgqaﬁmﬁm% -

This verse is attributed to Kadallir Kuiiju Nambdtirippad

Note the pun on RR®ER and TFIL; the verse is said to
have been composed in praise of Sahnkara Menon who was
holding the pest of a Sirastadar. A similar verse written in
praise of one Karunakara Menon, who was also a Sirasta-

dar; N

qaf %ﬁﬁf&a Efi FEEN o
R FARHFIRGIERN 5 |

gReEafgyy 7 & Rrermeg
A1 FETERRACA g AT |

Dr. V. Raghavan has a verse with a similar idea in the

Mangaladloka of a farce of his called Bharyavijaya :

3 Wit 7 g afmt T wft s

A JggEasit Srw FTEH FoA R |
FR FREEGE R e T &

i aRant aa a5 e |

99—31. These three verses are attributed to Vasudevan Miissat

of Vellanaseri (1856—1914). Verse 29 is a description of
the ocean ; the poet compares himself to Agastya who drank
the ocean, and his patron, Manavikrama Ettan Tampuran
of Kolikode, to Rama who built a dam across the Sea; the
Ocean roars in fear of either of thetn |

Verse 30 compares the great Scholar, Rama Variyar of
Kaikkulankara, to a. monkey. It is said that Variyar took
the verse in a light spirit, and congratulated the poet. Verse
81 is the description: of a forest fire.

34.

33.

L]

This verse comparing the mango fruit to a girl is attributed
to Narayapan Nambditiri of l{avettikat.

Attributed to Kuficu Nambitirippad of Kiigallir Mana.

34—35. Attributed to Krsna, known as Rsi Vidvan. (1823-1878).

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

42.

A3,

a4,

It is said that Madhavan Atitiri of Artr Mana, author of the
Uttaranaisadhiyacarsta, corhposed this verse on seeing a
Varassyar (girl of -the Variyar community) making a garland

of lotus flowers in a certain temple.

This is attributed to Ke$avan Namibisan of Kilaldir, It seems
to be based on an earlier verse

“wqﬂgﬁﬁ?rquﬁwﬁammﬁal"
T SERREY 7 AR e aw

Another parallel to the verse is from Amaruka-Sataka :
‘ g1 frAfaRaEgn N g9l 999 |

This verse is said to refer to Princess Manorama of Kolikode,
and is attributed to Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri,

Th1s also refers to Princess Manorama, and is attributed to
Madhavan Atitiri of Ariir who was her student.

Attributed to Itavet'ikat Nambditiris, The first half is said

tobe by the elder brother, and the second half by his
younger brother Nargyana.

Some ascribe it to Irayimman Tamp1 while some others say

‘that the first half is by Svati Tirunal Maharaja, and the

second half by Vidvan Rajarajavarma Koil Tampuran of
Kilimandr. It refers to the Arattu procession at Trivandrum.

By Godavarma Yuvargja of Kotunnalldr.

This is.attributed to Princess Manoramia, It is said to refer

to her own husband, Pakkattu Bhattatiri who was not a
scholar,

This is attributed to.one Velloftu Massat. Hereisa paralle]
to it i—
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406.

17.
48.

50.

51.
52.

58.

6

41 Taqge fee fmi wiem
Wy wiine sefdmf |
teaifeEay g i admi
e Fow & aveast: |

This is also an 3T-4M9eT like the p,revious one, It is attri-
buted to Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri.

It is usually attributed to Pagutol Vidvan ; but his author-
ship of the verse is not certain.

It is by Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri.

This is supposed to have been composed by Sankaran
Miissat of Kilakke Pullam ridiculing the Kathakali art of
Kerala. (Kerala S@hityacaritram by Ullar S, Paramesvara
Iyer, vol, IV, p. 261 ). But this verseis found in the
Stktimukiavali (p. 411) of Jalhapa, where it is attributed to
Halayudha,” The reading there is—

At gardns Sgrehia: |
FARBASAWI: B T

And it is treated as a praise of Vidya. Hence Kerala
cannot claim this verse, though it could be applied to the
Kathakali also.

This was composed by Damodaran Nambiitiri of Karutta-
para, (1846-1898), soon after the introduction of the Railway
in Kerala,

This verse describing rain is said to be an extempore
composition of Godavarma Yuvaraja of Kotunnallar, intend-
ed to test the memory power of Ilakkurié§i Raman
Nambitirippad. It is said that by hearing it only once
Nambiitirippad was able to repeat it without any mistake.

This is by Sankaran Mdssat of Kilakke Pullam.

Keralavarma Valiyakoil Tampuran (1846 - 1915), author of
Vidakhavijaya, wrote this verse in praise of the Vamadeva-
stava of Kaikkulaikara Rama Variyar.

This verse by Godavarma, Yuvaraja of Kotusnalliir, can be
taken either as a praise or as a condemnation,

b4.

55.

66‘
57.

7

This is said to be the opinion of Kiutallar Nambtirippad
about the commentary on the Krsnavilasa by Ramapanivada,
(Kufican Nambiyar according to one tradition), It can be
taken both as a praise and as a censure,

Attributed to Pantalam Subrahmanya Sastri.
This is said to be the first verse of Kufican Nambiyar.

These are by Kaikkulankara Rama Variyar. The second
one was written when some people remarked that the last
line in the first verse did not contain any “sa’

89. This is said to be the last verse of the Malayalam poet
Sivolli Nardyapan Nambitiri (1869 - 1906).

60. Thisis attributed to the Malayalam poet Celapparambu
Nambiitiri (18th Century). It is said to be his last verse.

KR—4
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NYAYADIPAVALT

Nyayadipavali is an important independent work on the
Advaita, treating of the unreality of the Universe, by Sri Ananda-
bodhacharya. Commenting upon karika 4 of Chapter II of Sri
Gaudapada’s Mandakyakarikas which runs—

ARG FZA TRSAARS S |
3T T T @Y% GFaan e

Sri Sankaracharya gives the syllogism—The Universe is unreal,
because of being perceptible. All that are perceptible are
unreal like objects of dream - cognitions and illusions. The
universe which is also perceptible must be unreal.’”” This
syllogism is discussed and amplified in Nyayadipavali. Though
the unreality of the universe is asserted by STuti texts like
‘Nehananastikinchana’ etc. the great Acharya thinks that
inference is indispensable to strengthen the predicates of the
Srutis which do not end in mere assertion of facts but which bring
about the realization of Brahman. The Sruti itself seeks the help
of inference when it says ¢ Atman should be heard and reflected
upon.” It is here that Sri Sankara first propounded this syllogism
so famous in all later Vedantic works. In amplifying this
syllogism Anandabodhacharya rejects all possible fallacies pertain-
ing to Paksha the minor term Sa@dhya the major term and hetu
the middle term. He points out with authority that perceptibility
and reality do not go together and that which is perceptible say
the shell-silver, is unreal. The major opponent to this syllogism
in the time of the author was Prabhakara who advocated the
theory of Akyati that no cognition is illusory, all cognitions being
always in conformity with their objects. Thus, holds Prabhakara
there is no object called shell-silver on the analogy of which the
nnreality of the universe can be inferred.

In refuting Prabhakara, our author analyses Akhyati in all
possible ways and proves that it is not sound. Sri Vyasa Thirtha
and other later authors who repudiated the reasonings contained
herein were answered by Madhusudana Sarasvati in his Advaita

Siddhi and by Brahmananda in his Chandrika.
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The Author

Anandabodhacharya who quotes from Vimuktatman’s
Istasiddhi (1050 A.D.) must have lived after him and prior to
Anandanubhavacharya, (1150) the author of Nyayaratnadipavali
who quotes from Anandabodha’s Nyayamakaranda. From his
reference to Vimuktatman as guru in his Pramajamala' Prof.
Hiryanna suggests that Anandabodha might have been a disciple
of Vimuktatman®. Other works of Anandabodha so far known are
Pramanamala, Nyayamakaranda and éibdanirgaya Vyakhya.

The Commentaries

Two commentaries for this work are found in the Oriental
libraries one by Anubhuti Swarupa and the other by Sukha
prakasa. Both are excellent commentaries, being very helpful to
the reader in finding out the purport of Anandabodha’s terse style.
Regarding Anubhutiswarupacharya and his works reference may
be made to Dr. V. Raghavan’s ¢ Anubhutiswarupacharya” in
J. 0. R. I. He lived before Amalananda (1250). Insome
manuscripts the work begins with ‘Nyayadipavali Vyakhya by
Narendranagri” But this is incorrect as the last verse of the
work and the Colophon clearly show that itis from the pen of
Anubhutiswarupa.

The author of the second commentary is Sukhaprakasa.
He is referred to by Amalananda as his preceptor (Vidyaguru).
Thus being an elder contemporary of Amalananda he must have
lived between 1200 and 1250 A.D.

Manuscript Materials

The press copies of the manuscripts of these three works
which were prepared and collated with manuscripts from B.O.R.I.
Adyar and Benares, by the late Dr.T. R. Chintamani were
handed over to me by Sri P. S Ramasastri of the Madras Sans-
krit College. I took pains to go through them and adopt the most
appropriate readings ignoring the spurious and incorrect ones.

S. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI.

1. <@k @ : P. £8. Pramanamala with 2 commentaries
——Advaita Sabha Series No, 10

9. See Introduction to- Ista Siddhi P. xiii.
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W A grArTEfEfiaaas: qwaRcn Retaradd-
Fan RAFHEAIEAAIERAGAE: ®Y qR@wdan | s<aa—
fragrefaar sgf:  glafdMeatEigmgfien,  waesdagdald-
ngfi@ | 3gaaaAY , GFAFE, a9 STt ; a9
qatadl | #Eafas) 39, ARmgRaa snfigar )

PRTECTRER N mERaY faeraf ) ¥ g afeR
Fafara aufEMary ssoaeaa | 3 A Reataradsat:
w4 afededan g e | TR fwala apgeesiarmer-
qAE — AT Efqaifauay g 1 9 RedemnaRa
QETRITE:, q g sfeegimraERiaaSaR AR g —
IRNFAFIRR || 79 ReamE w1 3 w@hE gy ui
FIRATFRATEHE — FITHGHIN 1| SIS
aR—3=99 2 1| e Wafengfidas PR
sge fagand o | aeme—RageTifiafy | waRr-
fawm g3fa aesq: feammal safeafy | qafdrIM s39-
AR gaREERTRRar @ | saime— waeetaf |
wimrERaRan Tassra [WRIEEIER @ 4
. SARFFEE @[ JER—AIEN || aReerda-
WAfETRAEFaFaaRERA @R | aEAfeg gl

grrRReRRERgRreEa Rl eeram arafiewaa w4
A SIRRR TERUSORINERAIGAT: AT
oA — WAT &R | AR R 9 FEER e E—
fRsmfR | Rageaka atateed oot
eREIRR(E EE MRS GRS L EERIE LI A IO CR IR I I RC 1
frogema frgmeaaf agae RafiaRemEgfirgey |
wfraRafieg afess: wraReRamae sEamyfert et
ARER: | 5T oSl 98 | TR Mgl
AREARFERTT WA, | IR AR
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@Rad | AReaNeareqagEsy a1 qq; wag ¥
wwarfeEs i ; a9 9 Rl sesaewaReEes g 39, 9;
qrEAAITIAR  auiffuTaRaiAE qral  SrdfreadeRr | A
Azl amrogr BRwlH 1adda sfgesm . aF Jxh @e-
et Qafif saferom, sgfeasssit qEf awawa | ¥
faeme wifRy 7am, @ afiswen — st Fawme: 1 gl
& dgme:, & iﬁsma Prfeacammriamg:, fhal sdaniag: ¢
g AqowE:, € qmramaqmvh afgaw | gfwemad

med: | afy NemE: et aaae  AmsiaaEEn: 39 afermE-
AAARR | o AR —a g | s TR e
=i gaf: qg7 sAf @ mf ar, JaREdEEEi-
T AR | afwrermar oo B oar k-
AR e st —a gfonerafifa | &@-
i SRR SeEerEarsh afrEd @ 1 # agE
i L B gl —afrwaddf | soeRE: w6

iR e | e wRsa AR REE-
i RER-—saafeagar | smgaw e
SRR FrATeE T Il mafegs foski—a @if i

afmegif 1 cFafmEl aMRoEEET SR
samiRerd: | g aff wag@ Rgfem smg-—adify 1 e
Qa3 aEq | arefy aurenrEl smEdlasRds |
o fRwmg =g Peemti—arsafienRar 1 doe: Fal
wraEAr: afmEREAER Seeend qw—a adfy | g
gEf safsas g : |

fgftaudsf afrmarera GeeimmmEr 37 16 ar asd
o 590 gdasgrataaaneT Giee  eME—aRE -
R || EimE: & IR a9 | RwRA WTH-
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g 4R afdure ;. @avEgg: % 4 affwda e afiweandt aafi-
qraR; ENDSA WEF QA A IEEgEN: | AR AZEEE: JQ-
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g NI SEedd: TR @@ | 9 gakd @ aEsE
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WA, dgiRAN dtoaffy @l | e “afeT wif
AsA 7 Wi At adr P WA wzfm w7 R SEw-
e A IR NaE, oA JgFes IR
T GO —MARIIGHRINRN 1| ¥ TeIRAT FRes-
A, FAEHBRIAAIAIS a7 JaGHAATT, | T8 FIAHGUI
F: @ wRfERhes: aikad: | GdwwmgEgi—ali
AT I 1| Tl 3wt (% AsmusagoR: 37 Yandr 9
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g3 AEAF 3R Bweca qrli—aRngdR 1 o s
Rt ol - g | siamEg . de g
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oq T 1 gFewmE: sfmEaad simEnrreRm R
TR RN aTfamaf: enfkeas: | gamey: o fda o
gafR—aR AR I 0 wafed afy eEd wew oh
fwraEd —a3ft | @ Az R ma)

YfEmaAtn  sraml NEFFEaEEARR ﬁirmzi
TER—afd | I RIFRER SeeENIER |
Al JrEEEEE R A SRR W
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RN | SRwEnRiadg sRenaioeaagt g FEn
weaifaa: 93f: @, sffasardmangn | aRfkasER:
AZsld ENmarRar aEed adlaaorafi FRSIRAT qIWE:
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KULASHEKHARA ALWAR AND RASKHAN

A Comparative Study

S. SHANKAR RAJU NAIDU
Head of the Deparimentiof Hindi, University of Madras.

Renunciation and Sacrifice of all that is dear and valuable in
worldly life, have been the chief traits of personages who have
attained spiritual bliss. It was Lord Buddha who resigned him-
self to the forest leaving his kingdom, family and the new born
babe for the sake of enlightenment. Saint Pattinattar in a
similar fashion retired from his pompous and luxurious life to
asceticism, and was followed later on by the King Pattiragiriar,
who entered the domain of God earlier than Pattinattar himself.
Saintess Meerabai’s renunciation is also a remarkable example of
the response to the call of devine Love.

In this category we find Kulashekhara Alwar, the Chakravarti
Saint of Chera in South India, and Raskhan, the Royal Muslim
Sardar Saint of Delhi. The former renounced his rich Kingdom
comprising the entire Tamilnad to spend the rest of his life at
Srirangam and Tirupati—the devine abodes of Sri Vishnu. The
latter renounced his worldly passion and love to spend the rest of
his life at Vrindavan, the devine abode of Sri Krishna.

Kulashekara Alwar was one of the twelve Alwars of Tamil.
J. M. S. Hooper, the late scholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford
and Principal of Wesley College, Madras, writes, “The Alwars
occupy an important though neglected place on the main line of
the development of the Bhakti movement in India. In that
movement a few great names stand out; the Bhagavad Gita,
Ramanujacharya, and the founders of the later sects in North
India which owe their inspiration to him, may be taken as the
landmarks, so far as the Vaishnavite movement is concerned.’”
Then again, making a pointed reference to the place of Alwars
he states, “The work of the Alwars falls into its place between the
Gita and Ramanuja. The Alwars provided the Soil out of which

1. ‘Hymns of the Alwars’ (The Heritage of India Series)
—J. M. S. Hooper, P. 4.
SS—1
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Ramanuja’s teachings naturally sprang, and in which later it
could bear fruit. He is not really (as has been erroneously
asserted) the ‘Morning Star’ of the Bhakti movement; that is a
name far more fitly given to the Alwars.”' Of these twelve
Alwars, Kulashekhara alone was the Kingly Saint or, shall we say,
King of Saints as well, born as he was to Dritavratha, the King
of Calicut in the first half of the gth century A.D. Kulashekhara
after extending his Kingdom to the entire Chera, Chola and
Pandya territories, lived as a ‘Raja Rishi’ with scéptre in hand,
and God in heart. Seated was his physical frame on the throne
but seated was Rama in his mental kingdom. Once listgning to
the Rama’s single handed fight with Demon Khara and his army,
fourteen thousand strong,’ he jumped and commanding his army
to follow, hurried towards Rama for succour, but on hearing from
the Pauranika of the success of Rama immediately calmed down.’

Being so, one night the Lord manifested himself to him and
he became a different man on the next morning. His heart longed
for the spiritual out and out spurning away the material, so much
so that he was contemplating on a pilgrimage to Srirangam.
Naturally, this change in the king’s attitude made his ministers
sad. TFinding the king entering into devotional singing with the
Bhagawatars who had come from Srirangam, the ministers entered
into a foul play by taking away an invaluable garland of diamonds
which decorated the deity, in order to create an ill-feeling in him
towards the Bhagawatars. The king brought out the concealed
truth by putting his own hand into a pot containing a poisonous
cobra. He finally renounced his throne and went to the seat of
his Lord, the religious centre of Sri Ranga at first, to be followed

1. Ibid. P.6.
9, ¢ g qEETRr Tal WART |
wHH TR AT B9 3% FReAf )
—areeifH A (3-3¥-13 )

3 ‘Divya Prabandha Saram’—P. Sri. Acharya. See Chapter on
‘Kulashekhara Perumal.’

3
by that of Sri Venkatesa over the seven hills, singing the glory of

his lord and expressing his feelings of extasy in pure and simple
Tamil.

Raskhan, the royal muslim sardar of the second half of the
seventeenth century A.D, itissaid in “Doo so Vaishnavon Ki
Varta” (i.e., ‘Lives of Two hundred and fifty two Vaishnava
Saints’), was so much in Jove with a boy that people said to his
hearing, “Bein love with God as is Raskhan with the boy.”
There is another story about Raskhan that his lady-love had
extraordinary adoration for him. Once he read from Srimad
Bhagwat in Persian that numerous village girls of Vrindavan
were mad after Sri Krishna ‘the Lad’. His heart also went after
this Lad instentaneously and left for Vrindavan." This change
in 'mental outlook is a very striking example of spiritual sublima -
tion as was in the case of Tulasidas on hearing the remonstrances
of his lady-love Ratna’ to whom he was passionately attached
at her mother’s abode in the dead of night. Thus the human
passion in Rakshan tranformed itself into devine love for Sri
Krishna. He went out wandering into the ‘ Garden of Love’ i.e.,
‘Prem Batika’ and poured out his over-flowing feelings of extesy
filled with eternal bliss in pure and simple Brij Bhasha.

Kulashekhara Alwar has left two outstanding works, one
being Perumal Tirumozhi in Tamil sung at Tirupati, and the other
Mukundamala in Sanskrit sung at Sri Rangam. Perumal Tiru=
mozhi contains ten Dashakams which express the various feelings
and thought-stremes of the Alwar. His work alone has the title
of ‘Perumal’ Tirumozhi because he was himself called as Kula-
shekhara Perumal due to his extreme affection towards Rama, the
‘Perumal’. He in his world of thought, went back to the time of
Ramayana and personating himself as Dasaratha, gave out his
lamentations on the departure of Rama to the forest. He has
also given in one Dashakam an epitome of Ramayana as a whole.

1. ‘Hindi Sahitya ka Itihas’—Ramchandra Shukla, P, 214,
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Kulashekhara’s sense of supreme renunciation shines forth
blissfully when he sings—

“No kinship with this world have I
Which takes for true the life that is not true.
‘For thee alone my passion burns,” I cry,
‘Rangan, my Lord’ !’

“No kinship with this world have I...
With throngs of maidens slim of waist :
With joy and love I rise for one alone, and cry
‘Rangan, my Lord’! ™
and
“No kinship have I with the men who choose
The evil when the good unmixed is there.

Mad am I for the First, the Cowherd Groom
Of her who sprang from out the lotus fair.””

His steadfastness of faith in the Lord shines in supreme
colours when he sings out —

«I am like a babe which weeps, yet thinks of mother’s
grace

1. ‘ Quide arpsamsodu Quiduard Qarareswd @&
daut saC@BL &@a Fotw wurer
pular | yrasr! aaFpapi@eaQper
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2. ¢ wedQar Ao wri FpsCs pFw
@iz &@e Folourar
Slur yd QU HIBsT! [T Y
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3. ‘g8 cwQard dps gaeryg Gl
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Though she with anger fierce, has thrust it from her

‘ face.’™
“Even if thou wilt not look

On me I have no other hold but Thee—>"

«Though by illusion from Thee woe I have without a

remedy,
Vitruvakottu’s Lord,

At Thy Grace only will I look, Thy slave,

Like a sick man, who, though physician cut with knife
And brand, yet loves him with a love as long as life.””*
““Where shall I go and live Save for Thy feet,

like a great bird am I
Which goes around and sees no shore and comes at last
Back O’cr the tossing sea and perches on ships mast ! **

I. ‘yfRarsgn Saapsn wesp g gy wppasr sex
HoerdlaiCs wyizypad walalurer J@iCsBar.’ (5.1)

T Y il
vy @rrésT wr® oo earup pevevid up HQwer. (5-3)
3.  ararrd HPEIE Sy gb LHEFVFLIS

wrerrg argev Crrwrerar@ure wrwsgre
Wearrg guwd sfgyw o p pasdCariwwor ! £
For1 e FBGer urid ey o Gular.’’ (5-4)

de € ornerein i e ety Cu sen . weard et
aw@n Curis sarsrgny apfs. Varl SanCuyw
awss B s wQupid wrivpava Qurar@pQar.’ (5-5)

So also Surdas, the Blind poet of Brij Bhasha says—
“ 3w o1 Ff oW 99 )
* * » *®
33 3N T A R, FR W= T )"
ie., Where else can my mind find happiness ? As comes the bird from
over the ship back to the ship again.
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“Though thou wilt not remove

My woe, my heart melts not save at Thy boundless
love.”"

“E’en when forgotten wholly by the sky
The green crops only look,
Vitruvakottu's Lord !
At the great black clouds as they rise. So I,
Thy servant, more and more will set my mind on Thee,
Though Thou wilt not remove my human misery.’**

and—

“With gathered waters all the streams ashine

Must spread abroad and run,

And enter the deep sca

And cannot stand outside. So refuge mine,

Save in the shining bliss of entering Thee, is none,
Vitruvakottu’s Lord, thick cloud-hued, virtuous one !’?*

His feelings reach a climax when he prays to his Lord
Venkatesa for a very humble place with eternal contact in the
immediate vicinity of Tirupathi. He desires to become a crane

1. ‘Qasgwr Sl radyp oo of g gadCaniwwr! o.ar
yisde Fissaary Hsugwpu wrl CLCar.’ (5-6)

2, ‘agslarys ararapis siosed ouns pser
@wiQswss 1Bty uris FBéGw wppaalurey
Quits guwi S rafp g oS pus Corle vwr ! aar
fisls asrurCe aaivay@ular.’ (5-7)

3. ‘Qarédanfur@sowms ursSsned Qsres- Qe
yéser P Ypod ps wnli s wppoa@ure
HWéQaas pRvipisri! oI5 padCar L iber! o.cr
YiPang Froars ys@warsraw yzmedu@er i’ - (5-8)

7

of the Koneri tank of Tirupathi, or a fish within the springs there,
or one to hold the golden bowl for Him to spit in, or a Champak
tree, or a streamlet, or a road upon the hill’! or at least,—

Alwar says—
“I, Thy coral lips might see and lie,
A step, at threshold of thy temple for thy slaves
And heavenly ones, and beauteous nymphs to pass

across !"?

Should any of these even could not be granted, Kulashekhara
longs —

“Oh, to be anything at all on Vengadam,

The golden hill of Him with lips of coral red !’ ®

How touching and humble is the wish of a king of kings !
How great is his personality !
How deep is his devotion !

So also is the wish, the personality and the devotion of
Raskhan when he expresses his humble request to Lord, the
Lad Sri Krishna—

1. (@uCaif a1t ey JpuQular I’ (4-1)
CRUUROUUOIORRY - YT JNETRP L SO B3
Leyis Ipizo o Py Cuw @Calar.’ T (4-2)
€ e nnnns Qads sCsrar srgyfapw
Qu:rasrm._l.p.sv LQLq,sgl_Gm ysiQupla eBaCar.’ (4-3)
(Q‘wu‘w”;‘_’ ‘ﬁpéw ﬁ@ﬁq@!_elu @OWQW.’ (4.4)
‘gn@@u'.uau:ruu') s@s g Cu @Cular.’ (4-7)
Cirvnreiesrsnanniacen BQadis 1wQ o
Qrs/ﬂurrusat_sgw By Cu @alar.’ (4-8)
Q. ¢ it nion e Blar Qerddeflar e
JRUTESD QT aGD Hrveuuna St Suigd
vpwrd Bt p e vararl srax@ular,’ (4-9)

8. ‘Qeuveea aruiar SoCads— Qudrgyw

ar@upwTes Quna’:rw%w@wé! aCsgy wrGaCar,’ (4-10)
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‘Make me, if thou feelest to give me human birth, a village
boy of Gokula, failing which, may it please thou in giving me
a cow’s birth to graze with other blessed ones of Nand in Brinda-
van. But, if thou thinkest, I am fit to be only a stone, I shall be
happy, shouldst thou make me a small stone of that Govardhana
mount which thou lifted on thy tiny finger like an umbrella and
saved Brindavan from the anger of Indra. However if thou feelest
to make me a bird, I shall be happy to become one fretting with-
in the branches of trees at the banks of the holy Yamuna !

So says Raskhan in his ‘Sujan Raskhan’ which is one of his
two works, the other one being ‘Prem-Batika’, the garden of love.

Raskhan is prepared to sacrifice everything for any trifling
belonging to Sri Krishna, and says—

“I would rather prefer to throw away the kingship of
the three worlds, in preference to ‘this bamboo stick and the
blanket ;" I would rather forget myself in the pleasure of grazing
the cattle of Nand than possess the Ashthasiddhis and Nava
nidhis (i.e. the eight heavenly Achievements and the nine celestial
treasures) ; however great the places and the possessions may be,
I would sacrifice them all for a mere sight of the pastures and
groves at Vrindavan.”? i

The muslim devotee believes that Sri Krishna is the supreme
incarnation of the almighty, but feels greatly puzzled at His
actions. He exclaims—

1. Aga & Q 98 wem @ a9 Mge TF F AR |
Mg & A Far @ N T Aa i A ¥ TRy
A A ARAR AR AR R o7 TN IR/
o @ & A 72 R AR WA 3w B T

2. a1 s o FWRAT W TS RE W & ax =l |
s RRE A ARy 91 g8 4 A @ AEd
e & wEm 8 A9 ¥ W am agE Bl
WE Qreda & am wie ¥ o SR a9 )
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“Searched I for Him in Vedas and Puranas, but could not
ind Him out. Neither could I see nor hear about him anywhere.
knew not his form and beauty. I got tired of searching.
Nobody could tell me his whereabouts. To my utter surprise
" found him hidden in a solitary grove, lying at the feet of
Radhika !

Another surprise! [Equally great if not greater! Says
Raskhan—

“He is so great that Sheshnag, Shiva, Ganapathi,
Sun-God, and Indra eternally sing of His glory; He is so great
that the great Vedas speak of Him as ‘without beginning or end’,
[ndivisible, Impregnable and Inseparable; He is so great that
rom Narad to Suka and Vyasa repeat his name for ever but
could not find His depth; Him, the little girls of the cowherds
make dance at a mud-pot full of butter-milk !""*

This according to Raskhan, makes his Lord great, because
Lord yields to Love.

Of love, Raskhan says in a doha of his ‘Prem Batika’—
‘Without knowing which, nothing is known ;
Knowing which there remains nothing to be known,
And that is Love’.’

1. sa & $TA QAT A 32 - Rer g DR A )
R, g FAE A FE 9 3@ 89 =) I} gup )
3@ ¥W@ PR N WA A A S G |
e TV T HT PN A W & T qE |

9. ¥g w9 mw R ey AR AR R
AR SR oHa oTES W AW gAG AAR ||
TRy GFAEE, AR & I maad)
aft ok A SRR SBT WR I® T AN =R

3. M Az ww TR AR I wm Ad¥w)

A W WM TR F W AW eg ¥
SS—2
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He feels that the essence of eternity and immortality lies
in love. Says he—

‘He who dies for love and its bond, lives for ever;
He who knows not the secret of love is dead
And does not live'.!

Such, according to him, is love in its purity.

Kulasekhara Alwar and Raskhan, though belonging to two
different religions, were devotees of Lord Vishnu’s incarnations in
the form of Rama and Krishna. Their sincere devotion made
them sacrifice all their pleasures of life. Both renounced the
material world and went to the seat of their deities and sang their
glories in their own languages which, though different, are but
similar in spirit.’

L % off @ &R R, 4% A% @R
W o-mm 9 AW AR # Shea ailE
2. Translations of Kulashekhara Alwar’s are by J. S. M. Hooper

(‘Hymns of the Alwars'), and those of Raskhan by the
author of this article.
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