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DIAMOND JUBILEE NUMBER

The completion of 60 years’ service to the nation is an occasion, you will agree, worthy of remembrance and
record. To this special Diamond Jubilee number of Messrs. G. A. Natesan & Co. and in commemoration of this
event, the following have contributed: Babu Rajendra Prasad, Pandit Nehru, Sri Vinoba Bhave, Sri C.'Raja-
gopalachariar, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya of Kamakoti Peetam, Sri Jai Prakash Narain,
Dr. Babu Bhagavan Das, Sir V. T. Krishnamachariar, Henry S. L. Polak and eighty other distinguished people

OPINIONS

The Hindu. The Publishine House of G. A. Natesan & Co. who rendered significant service to the country in
the early decades of this centutry by their publications. .. .. .. Have just completed 60 years-of- unbroken
activities. . . carries weighty articles on many aspects of Indla S progress,

Swarajya. 1t is not surprising that as the reader goes through these pages he should find himself carried into
a consciousness of going back thro’ history in retrospect.

- Indian Express. May justly claim to have stimulated the National Movement during this century..... e

Made the founder a practical builder of New India.

The Mail. 1t is a volume of permanent interest.

Rajaji. 1 went through the Jubilee Number and was glad to see you all loyally attached to the work of your -

revered and good father has left in your hands God bless you all.

David G. Briggs, Information Officer, The U.S.1.S., ' Caleutta. The whole publication is beautifully conceived and
produced. One can sense in paging through it what devotion and careful attention went info it. . . .. It is
as much a great tribute to India.

* The Sunday Observer. Can call this commemoration volume a compendium of the consolidated wisdom of this

.sub-continent.

v Y. Krishnaswamy. . ..... A most readable volume, one that has to be read and kept aside and then re—read

before being carefully added to one’s library. ’

India. Printed on art paper and containing excellent articles and art plates the volume is beautxfully got-up.

Mirza Ismail. Mr. Natesan played a significant part in the politics of his day and contributed to the success
‘ of the Freedom Movement. The volume is very well got-up.
Bharat Jyoti......... for a period of sixty years, the firm had done yeoman service to the country. The present
- volume got up in observance of the Diamond Jubilee, is an exhaustive brochure contammg messages and
articles from eminent personalities in the field of Polmcs, business, Industry and services.
S. I. S. Madras. You and your colleagues are to be complimented for the unsparmg efforts and enthusiastic
zeal with which you have carried on the mission of the founder of G. A.Natesan & Co., to promote
national literature through cheap editions.
tamani. This is an indispensable publication which should be kept in every library and reading room.
‘ian_Libertarian. 1t is a beautifully got up volume........Altogether it is an interesting volume and is capable
of commanding public attention.
alki. Mr. G. A. Natesan was an institution and h1s publications are of permanent interest.
dysindia. Tt is Javishly illustrated and contains scores of congratulatory messages, but also many reminiscences
about events of half a century ago, and- articles about the firm and other national topics.” The contribu-
tors include many of the most eminent in the land, politicians, administrators, academicians and business-
men. The occasion was deserving of their enthusiasm.
Panchshila. Deserve the congratulations of the Indian public, indeed of all lovers of books in English, Tamil
and Sapskrit for their services........ A number of articles of topical interest worthy of being read by one and all.
Amu{h Surabi. This excellent publication should be made available in all our Collcges, Libraries and Public
nstitutions, -
Sunday Chronicle, Every phase of the Nation’s thought and economy is discussed by writers of distinction. A,
sumptuous volume,

Over 150 Hlustrations —_ Price Rs. 5. - Printed on Art Paper
' REGD. POSTAGE EXTRA RUPEE ONE AND 38 nP.
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READ

THOUGHT

(A. WEEKLY REVIEW OF POLITICS AND THE ARTS)
TO UNDERSTAND
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DIRECTION OF WORLD EVENTS AND
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% * * * *
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N he_Godse'
That Lays |,
Golden (/i

Madhu is wise for his years. His father is a farmer of means. The b
knew that his father’s savings were hidden in the house. He was rather puzzl
His teacher had explained at length how hoarded wealth is unproductive. Besides,
robbers could take 1t away at will and there was the risk to life too. But he was
afraid to talk the matter aver with his hot-tempered father until a theft in the
village gave him the chance. “Wealth wisely invested is like the gooser that lays
golden eggs; idle money does not multiply,” he was bold enough to fay. The
instant acceptance of his counsel dazed Madhu but he had talked sense. Who
does not value his life or his assets? :

Savings invested in NATIONAL PLAN SAVINGS CERTIFICATES
and other Small Savings Scheme securities guaranteed by the Government earn for
you a tax-free interest and you have the_additional satisfaction of having added 1o~
the resources of the country for carrying out the various NATIONAL DEVELOP-

MENT PROJECTS.

12-YEAR NATIONAL PLAN
SAVINGS CERTIFICATES

& 5.41% tax-free interest per annum

« Easily available from all Post
Offices in denominations of Rs. 5
to'Rs. 5,000

« Guaranteed by Govt, of India.

OTHER GOVERNMENT SECURITIES
UNDER THE SMALL SAVINGS SCHEME:

. 2 10.YEAR TREASURY SAVINGS . - y
S DEPOSIT CERTIFICATES S CEDY ; UJ ;_ k 2 % j
g POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK R it J NI ‘
CEPOSITS ; AR N
RATIORAL SAVINGS ORGAXNISATION,
' ' «B e €
- Further pcrticulars and rules governing these {nvestments available from the Nationol
- Savings Commissioner, Nogpur or the Reglonal National Savings Officer of your State.
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' The world's largest Ayurvedic Hall
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' Madras Branch : 17-A, Broadway. Mysore Branch : 94, Silver Jubilee
Park Road, Bangalore. 1067, Srirampet, Mysore.

Hyderabad Branch: Abid Road.
Sole Agents for South India:

?SRINWASA MEDICAL & FAHCY MART

REPALLE, GUNTUR DISTRICT

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

Subscribers are ret-;uested' to quote their numbers
given on the wrapper of the Review sent ito them,
either when intimating their change: of address to

facilitate prompt action on their communications.
The Circulation Manager,
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G. A. NATESAN CO., MADRAS 1.
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milestone of progress. ‘
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EDITORIAL

‘ 'THE BUDGET
_Thé Budget of the Central Government for
1958-59, contains few surprises. It follows
the same pattern as the Budget of the previous
year, and the Prime Minister showed a ‘ care-
taker ’ interest in the peformance of a task

" which he felt thrust upon him. He, however,

emphasised that the Government were deter-
mined to pursue the socialistic ideal and the
neéessary implementation of the Plan.

Of the Gift Tax, the only criticism that can
be made is that it seems rather unnecessary, in
view of the period before death for exemptions
from estate duty being increased from two

_years to five. In actual fact, most of the gifts
have been already made at or about the time

of the passing of the Estate Duty Act, and

- there is an element of prospectiveness rather
than imminence about the new imposition. -

‘But once the principle is granted that transfer
of property should be subject to tax, one

. cannot object to transfers intervivos being

brought within the scope of the principle. It
is a necessary precaution against the estate
duty being circumvented, and follows logically

- from such duty.

Defence is the largest single branch of expen-
diture. The provision is a pitiful percentage
of what the modern nations are spending on
armaments, but then, the question arises
whether, in the- context of .the new space
penetrating missles and the hydrogen bombs
and the supersonic speeds of carrier craft, any

purpose is served by buying guns and ships and
aircraft that are sufficient only for quelling

14

¢

. playing at being father and mother.

civil rebellion, but are totally useless in any
form of modern warfare. This is like children
Both
Pakistan and India seem to be throwing good
money away in taking a precaution that cannot
stand up. against the grim realities of a real
conflict, which, as the Suez incident has shown, .

. can never be bilateral. The criticism of the -

defence budget is not that it is wasteful in its
detail, but that, as a whole, it is based ona
misconception of its usefulness.

There is also an economic purblindness in
the breezy assumption of the available taxable

" capacity. For example, the Government have

transferred the charge levied on cement by the
Sales Corporation to itself as an excise duty,
thereby maintaining the status quo vis-a-vis the

-consumer and the producer, at a time when the

real need of the hour is to encourage the
consumption of cement. Stocks of cement
are accumulating in the factories because the

- larger State projects have been slowed down.

This is just the time to make cement more
freely available to the private consumers. The
present price was fixed so as to equalise the
cost of the imported and the local cement.
But imports have been stopped and yet the
high price is allowed to continue, thus illu-
strating the orthodox economic cliche that a
tax once levied, will never be withdrawn, but
will be continued in some form or other,
There is thus no justification for converting the
levy into an excise. It is inopportune and
will hasten the general tendency towards a

depression. o
/
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The cutting down of the Plan to a core that

18 considered vital is a welcome sign, and will

place the present ina more favourable position
in relation to a vague and seemingly ever
receding future for which we are being asked
to make sacrifices ; but the pruning would have
 been more intelligent if it had been made in
. the beginning itself, instead of being a forced
and last minute cntting down of practically
the entire private sector. The private sector

-is pre-eminently the consumer sector, making

things that can be sold straightaway. Its
cxpanswn is by itself a guarantee of ample

stocks in the market which will absorb the ‘

newly created purchasing power from the long
range State schemes, and thereby control
inflation. One is afraid that the future is too
much with us, and that the sacrifice of the
present has become a grim ritval which perhaps
satisfies the feelings of those who are proud

of having gone to jail for the sake of their

country., It is time that that an adjustment
is made for the sake of the present and a

greater share of exchange made available for’

the consumer sector.

THE MIDDLE EAST

In the shifting swing of world politics the
Middle East has now assumed importance.
The changes have not followed the wusual
pattern to which the past has accustomed the
Power Nations, and to say the least of. it,
they are bewildered. It commenced with what
may be called the self-determination policy of
Egypt in regard to the Suez canal. The
Israel-British combination did not make the
expected headway against Egypt. The final
result was a reduction of British prestige, a
waste of Israel’s sponsored effort at a show-

down and the emergence of Egypt and of its -

dictator, as forces in their own right, all the
help that Egypt may have received from one

or more big powers notwithstanding. In a

sense, Egypt discovered its strength.

But power is a strange diet. It opens out
many possibilities of expamsion. It attracts
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satellities as by an invisible magnet,
early to pronounce an opinion on the motives
behind the Egypto-Syrian Union, (to which
little Yemen added itself) and it will be unwise
to dismiss or underestimate it as the creation
of Russian manoevouring.. It represents the
core of a new awakening in an area which has
for long been the play board of Western power
politics. It has to be then related to the

personality of this or that person who directs.

and crystallises this awakening to suit his
ends. In other words, Nasser is not the archi~

_tect of this movement, but the man with a

giant crowd behind which propels him on, but

who also leads it along a chosen path of his )

desire. Thus the union with Syria and Yemen
may well lead to less voluntary annexations,
with Sudan, for instance, where the people
may be worked up into opposition to the
present Government, and a coup engineered,
but it will nevertheless be a movement of the
people.

On the other hand, the Jordan-Iraqi fede-
ration looks less a union of the people and

more a union of the rulers, and one may,

merely as a matter of political speculation,

wonder, on the basis of its timing and the
diplomatic character of it, whether it is not.
partly a creature of external sponsoring.

Nasser .has come out'with an open condem-
nation of it, and there is a possibility of two
groups being now formed in that area. ‘

Meanwhile, one may safely say that thcsé (

new unions will weaken the Bagdad pact, and
give rise to different local groupings which
will be in a better position to bargain with the

_nations that want bases for bombs, than

hitherto.

The position of Israel is unenvxable
be ringed round with hostile groups, and its
safety .will lie” very much on the extent to
which it becomes an enclave of the powerful
nations of the West. It is so now to some
extent by the force of geography, but it will’
have to practice a certain surrender if it is to
survive, °

It is too,

It will .
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To the west of this troubled area, the blind
colonial policy of the French is causing world
opinion to gather ih favour of Algeria. That
is a.second region, in the Middle East, com-
prising of Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco,
which may, in course of time, develop suffi-
cient affinities to form a union. Evéry action
of the-French Government brings them to-
gether, apart from racial, religious and other
common interests. .

The over-all picture is one which justifies a
prediction of petty warfare, and continued un-
easiness for a few more years, with Egypt-
Syria trying to add to its territory, the Oil

- States of Arabia presided over by outworn and -

monopolistic royalties trying to form a conser-
vative union (with contrary peoples® movements
being sponsored from within and without), a
troubied Israel turning to the West, and the
French West African countries getting to-
gether. Ultimately it is likely that two groups
will emerge, one mainly *‘ Arabjan-oil in-

fluenced,” and the other *¢Egypt-centred-

African,” but this will take time, and mean-
while it is quite likely that the two great powers
of the world will try to form smaller alignments
in the area. Whatever may be the intermediate
changes of strength, position, and groupings,
in the last analysis, the seeds of some kind of
people’s self-determination will bear fruit.

THE MUNDHRA AFFAIR AND THE

~ PUBLIC CORPORATIONS

Just as in the case of some one who has
fallen a victim to an acute disorder, the symp-
toms are first treated, and then, when the

.danger is past, a more thorough examination

of the root causes of the malign disease is
made, so, also, in the case of the body politic,

- we may now, after the chemotherapy of

Chagla, sit back and try to analyse the signifi-
cance of this debacle. Firstly, it has been

 made clear that the public corporation in

India continues to be a department of the
Government and not an independent body, the

theoretical rationale of which is its freedom

o

from the delaying - routine of departmental
procedures and from interference by = stifling
authority and an ill informed but vociferous
legislature. On the contrary, what has happe-
ned is just the reverse, a display of Govern-
ment control, absence of autonomous policies,
and the worst form of parliamentary inquisi-
tion. There is an essential difference between
an orgamsauon which has a constitution of its
own, and functions within the freedom availa-
ble to it, and a body which has all the legal
clothing of autonomy, butis in fact, a crea-
ture of Government, used for serving the poli-
cies of the Government.- TheL.I.C. has been
shown to be only a Goversiment department.
It is a waste of time to create such bodies and
then make them mere annexures of the Minis-
try of Finance. State capitalism is not socia-
lisation, but a change of masters, from the

' rapacious entrepreneur to the bureaucrat, with

the added ‘danger of irresponsibility arising
from the absence of personal financial stake.
The minor disclosures of the affair are as noth-
ing compared to the revelation that this coun-
try has either not understood the importance
of preserving the autonomy of the Public Cor-
poration, or, that the Legislature, in their politi~
cal anxiety to reshuffle the seats of power, have
ignored the dangers of thiskind of meatcarving,
Secondly, the incident has shown that this
country tevels in the exhibition of scandal,
pain, suffering, indecent exposures, and other
forms of used linen washing. Itis a terrible
commentary on our sense of decency and fair-
play that the incident should have let loose a
veritable flood of enjoyable comment and
satisfying news gobbling, dire predictions of
something much more sinister yet ‘to come,
deep couspiracies, and police probes into un-

"suspected matters with promise of yet more -

terrible disclosures,” There is something repel-

“lant in the idea of 2 judicial enquiry degene-

rating into a Roman Holiday for the citizens
of Bombay, and less directly, for the members
of this great democracy. It was a serious
investigation which should have been held
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either in camera, or by a committee of the
legislature. But the theory of doing everything
openly because this is a Government of the
people can be overdone and misapplied ; as
- indeéd it has been done in the present case.

Thirdly, it raises the major question of the
relations of the officials with the Ministers. It
is difficult to determine the merits of this parti-
cular incident, neither is it necessary to do so
but it cannot be denied that it has destroyed
what little confidence and courage the officials
possessed.  The old I.C.S. started with the
disadvantage that in the eyes of their new
masters, they represented the foreign regime,
relics of a period when they, the new masters
-suffered for the sake of their country. The
ministers felt like the daughter-in-law who

"-had become the mother-in-law. It may be
-conceded that some of the officers did not
" realise the full significance of the change and
continued to act as if-theirs was the voice that
mattered. But this was for the first two or
- three years. No one can say that in 1957 the

" bureaucracy did not loyally carry out the poli-

cies of the Government or had not come to
realise their position in the new setup. But ihg
politicians are yet to realise that no modern
_Government can possibly be carried on except
"on the basis of large delegation, both personally
and through self-governing institution, and that

delegation implies trust to the extent of stand-
ing up for the official always and without
reserve, with the sole exception that when the
minister is convinced that there his been mala-
fides and corruption, he ocders an enquiry, and

if the legislature asks about the matter, tells’

them that he will first get the facts clear and
then make a statement. But it Jooks as if
mutual distrust is ruling the secretariats, and
whatever may be the merits of the Mundhra
“case it will be more charitable to gently pension
-off the older officers and, as in the U.S.A., fill
the chief executive posts by party men. One
is afraid that the tradition of the British Civil
Service and of the British Parliamentary decen-
cies demand a political maturity that we shall

take several generations and a great deal of

trial and tribulation to attain.

——

THE ANTI-CORRUPTION ACT
The recent amendment of the Anti-Corrup-

tion Act raises an-analogous argument about
-political immaturity. Itis a callow concep-

tion of the principle as well as the consequences
of punishment that the more deterrant the
punishment is, the less likely is the crime to be
committed. Crimes of passion are rarely pre-

"~ meditated and the fear of punishment rarely

acts as a deterrant to their commission. Crimes
of profit are always premeditated, and, in the
absence of a proper social conscience, will

always be committed, the illegal inducement -

being increased with every increased official
precaution taken against them. The Govern-
ment have made corruption punishable by
imprisonment compulsorily. In actual fact,
very few cases of corruption, when proved in
a court of Jaw, escape a sentence of imprison-
ment, and in practice, little has beén gained by
imposing this new amendment, a restriction
on' the possible mercies of a court. But
assuming that it is salutary in itself, how can
one sector of society alone be made moral by
an Act of Parliament, politiciaris when there is
no law to prevent taking money for asking
questions, men in business indulging in black

‘marketing; Travelling bills being made the

subject of false claims by magnates in industry,
labour leaders living on fomenting trouble, and
the double-standard of remuneration—part
black and part white—being the accepted norm
of all receipts and payments, whether in busi-
ness, law, medicine or the sale of property or
remuneration for services? How are the
Government certain that the Special Police,
whom they are nourishing, are not a corrupt
part of the administration? Unless there is
an improvement in the social conscience of the
people, these laws have no value except as
exhibiting the concealed sadism of the wielders
of power. Nor can the country imiprove when
men who have spent lacs on elections and have
collected money for the elections from all and
sundry, suddenly set themselves up as arbiters
of official morality. It isto be hoped thatin
the years to come, corruption in all walks of
life will go down, and along with it, official
corruption "also.
political pull will get away, and the orphaned
official will be made the victim. What is
required is a widespread social integrity, so
that the inducement to give will disappear,
more than the desire to receive. All else will
remain good only in the book. :

’

Otherwise the official with

-

Indian S:hipping‘ -

/ : By :

Sri R. R. SAKSENA,
g CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR,

N his book, A HISTORY OF INDIAN SHIPPING
Dr. Radha Kumud Mukherjee has stated
that *“the early growth of her shipping and
shipbuilding, coupled with the genius and
energy of her merchants, the skill and daring
of her seamen, the enterprise of her colonists,
and the zeal of her missionaries. secured .to
India the command of the seas for ages, and
helped her to-attain. and long maintain her
proud position as the Mistress of the Eastern
Seas”. This tribute to our past should naturally
fill the heart of every Indian with pride, but
pride which induces complacency is the nega-
tion of virtue. We cannot afford to lose

-ourselves in the contemplation of our departed
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glory. The past is useful only in so far as it
spurs us to action and warns us against
lurking dangers. -We had, ages ago, a great
maritime tradition it is true, but it is equally

true that to-day that tradition inspires us no .

longer and we occupy a lowly position, quite

incompatible with our size and importance,

among the ma'fitime nations of the world.

~ What forces were responsible for our mari-
time ascendancy in bygone days and what has
brought about our down-fall in more recent

Tre EASTERN SHIPPING CORPORATION LTD.

times are questions which must be ‘properly

answered and understood before we are able
to evolve policies calculated to restore our
prestige and influence. The reasons for both

these situations are not far to seek. We had, in -
the olden days, a larger surplus of merchandise
‘for export which necessitated the exploitation
of foreign markets. The fact that pur products

were greatly in demand and could be sold at
enormous profits overseas made it possible for
merchants to finance the development of the
Indian merchant marine. The existence of
powerful states along the seaboard of India
further stimulated the development of sea-
power. Moved by the desire for wealth which
ships brought to the country, the great mari-
time states of India took an active interest
in the development and protection of their
shipping. After the establishment of central

‘authority at Delhi during the Muslim period,
" the centre of political gravity moved from the

maritime states towards the vast hinterland of
India with the result that interest in the deve-

~ lopment of sea-power and the merchant marine*

declined. The appearance of foreign ships
better manned and led and fired with zeal,
both religious and commercial, completed the
debacle. Whatever was left of the once glori-
ous Indian merchant marine was destroyed
with the establishment of alien rule which was
interested only in encouraging the rapacity of
its own merchant adventurers. ' -
We, as a people, could do little to stem this
tide of adversity-so long as we remained tied

up in the chains of bondage. With the

awakening of national consciousness and the .

attainment of sovereign status a new era has
dawned for the country and we are now in a
position to rehabilitate this important national

industry. As a matter of fact, long before

.
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India became independent some Indians with
. vision and a spirit of adventure had embarked
on shipping enterprises. But the career of
many of them was snuffed out by the ruthless
competition, mostly unfair, offered by foreign
shipping companies.  Before the first World
War foreign shipping companies monopoljsed
the entire overseas trade and passenger traffic
of the country, 85% of the coastal trade and
received the entire annual postal subsidy of
Rs. 8 lakhs.
. Allied shipping lay postrate and the demand
for tonnage had become urgent and insistent

Indian enterprises took heart again, and the’

foundation of IndianiNational Shipping was
laid with the establishment of. the Scindia
Steam Navigation Company with one ship of
about 6,000 tons on the 27th March, 1919,
Even this insignificant enterprise was not
allowed to have a smooth passage and fre-
quently got into serious financial difficulties.
It was only the doggedness and pertinacity of
its founders, which allowed this frail bark to
" withstand the breakers of ruthless competition.

The first landmark in the history of Indian
Shipping was reached in 1923 when the
Government of India appointed the Indian
Mercantilé Marine Committes to report on
., measures for the training of Indians for a sea
career, the proviston of shipbuilding facilities,

and the growth of an Indian mercantile marine.’

The Committee made some" useful recom-
mendations, but the Government of the day
was in no mood to give them favourable
consideration.. Even as late as 1928 when
Sri S..N. Haji moved his Bill for the reserva-

tion of coastal shxppmg to Indian. ships in the’
Legislative Assembly, the opposition of British-

shipping interests proved too strong and the
Bill had to be abandoned.

Till the outbreak of the second World War
the Indian shipping industry continued, with
more downs than ups on its humdrum
course. During the War, Indian ships were
requisitioned for War purposes, and their

- employment was rigorously controlled. When

After the first World War, when -

the War ended, requisitioning was abandoned
and ships were returned to their owners, but
losses during the War had sadly depleted
Indian tonnage. The War, nevertheless, hada
salutary effect on the framers of policy and in

1944 the Commerce Department of the Gov-

ernment of India found it possible to issue a
statement to say that for a counury of its size

the number of deep sea vessels possessed by .

India was distressingly small. It went onto

pronounce that the acquisition of an adequate’

share in the world’s carrying trade should be
the aim of our post-war shipping policy.

A Committee was appointed in 1945 to make
suitable recommendations for the implemen-
tation of the policy enunciated in 1944. The
Committee’s recommendations were accepted

by the Government in July, 1947, almost
" on the eve of Independence.

A target of*
2 million tons of shipping to be achieved
within the next five to seven years was adopted
and it was agreed that coastal shipping would
be reserved for Indian ships. The encourage-
ment given by Government to Indian shipping
led very soon to the establishment of two

other .important Indian shipping companies.

and an increase of Indian tonnage by 1948 to

315,000. Indianshipping companies were also -

admitted as’ members of several Conference

lines.
In November, 1957, Sri C. H Bhabha, the
then Commerce Minister, announced a new

- policy of collaboration between Government.

and private shipping interests and ' stated
Government’s’ intention to establish three
Government-sponsored Shipping Corporations.

The first Corporation known as The Eastern ™~

Shipping Corporation was established in
Bombay in March, 1950 with the Scindia
Steam Navigation Company as its Managing
Agents,
the Western Shipping Corporation was regis-

tered only in 1956 as a Private Company and -

now owns a Tanker which has been chartered
to the: Burmah-Shell Company.

“The second Corporation known as'

The third
Corporation has still to be formed. The reser- -
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vation of coastal trade for Indian ships was
announced by Government on the 15th August
1950 and was a notable mile-stone in the
advance of Indian shipping.

Seven years have passed since thc Govern-
ment of India accepted the recommendation of
the Reconstruction Policy Sub-Committee to

_adopt a dynamic policy with regard to shipping

and to achieve the targets of 1009, for the
coastal trade, 759% for trade with Burma,
Ceylon and other adjacent countries and 509,
of India’s distant trades. These targets, as
also the target of 2 million tons of Indian
shipping still remain unfulfilled. . During the
last seven years Government’s preoccupation

. with other matters and . the diversion of

available resources to other projects have stood
in the way of progress being made in the ship-
ping industry as rapidly as was desired. The
First Five-year Plan in fact reduced the target

of gross registered tonnage to 600,000 by the.

end of 1955-56. Even this modest target
could only be said to have been achieved if the

tonnage of ships under construction but not .

actually delivered during the Plan period were
taken into account. The Second Five-year
Plan allows for a net increase of 360,000 gross
tonnage by the end of 1961 or a total tonnage
of 900,000 g.r.t. The difficulties in the way of
availability of foreign exchange which have
tecently become manifest and the soaring
prices of ships, both new and secondhand,

" make the prospect of achieving this modest
Even assuming .

expansion somewhat remote.
that it were achieved, Indian tonnage would
still ca;’ry only -about 12 to 15% of the

country’s overseas trade and 509, of her trade

with agjacent countries as against the present
proportion of 5 and 40%.
- The paucity of financial resources is mainly

. responsible for the slow progress which has

been made in recent years in the expansion of

Indian tonnage. - The allbéation,of Rs. 45
crores during the second Plan period was too

small for the needs of sbipping industry and.

I greatly’ fear that foreign exchange may not
now be available even to the extent of this
figure.. The indigenous Shipping industry

centralised at the Hindustan shipyard has not .

expanded fast enough to allow rapid expansion
of national tonnage and the second Shipyard
is still only in the offing. Foreign shipyards

are so fully occupied that they cannot promise .

deliveries for some years to come and second-

- hand ships are at present on offer at such high
-prices that they are not worth having. We

could, to some extent, mitigate the shortage of

‘foreign exchange, if ships could be obtained

on long deferred term basis, but conditions at

~ present make it somewhat doubtful if we shall

get financial accommmodation for the acqui-
sition of ships on acceptable terms. The

prospects for a large increase in the Indian .

tonnage in the immediate future are thus dim,
and we must now focus our attention on
the distant. future. for the fulfilment of our
aspirations.

The arguments, economic, political and
strategic, in favour of an expanded Indian
mercantile marine are overwhelming and even
though the centre of political gravity is still a

‘thousand miles away from the seaboard, the

importance and urgency of - building up our
mercantile marine to a strength commensurate
with the size, the needs and the prestige of
dur country is beginning to be increasingly
appreciated. We are to-day masters of our
destiny, . The compulsion of our economic
necessities and the spirit of enterprise which

‘animate both the Government and the people

must inevitably move us with gathering
momentuny -towards the fulfilment of our
dreams for the Indian mercantile marine.

—O—



The Central Budget

Thc Prime Minister, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehrn,
presentmg the Budget for 1958-59 in the Lok
Sabha on Feb. 28, disclosed a revenue deficit,

. of Rs. 32.85 crores at the exxstmg level of
taxatxon

Mr, Nehru said with experience some chan-
ges might be made here and there in the tax
structure, but the major steps that were taken
last year had to continue.

'He estimated revenue for thc coming year
at Rs. 763.16 crores, and expenditure at
Rs. 796.01 crores. Under the revised esti-
mates, the current year (1957-58) will' close

~ withrevenue of Rs. 724.63 crores, and expendi-

ture of Rs, 719 58 crores.

The ongmal estimates were : Revenue Rs.

708.03 crores, and expenditure Rs, 672.29
crores.,

The estimates of capital. expend:ture for the
coming year are placed at Rs. 412 crores,
excludmga formal adjusting debit of Rs. 78
crores in respect of loan assistance from the
United States. The revised estimates of the
current year provide for an cutlay of Rs. 427
crores, a reduction of Rs. 28 crores over the
Budget estxmates

. The followmg are the new tax proposals in
tbe Budget.

Mr. Nehru announced the . mtroductxon of a

G1f t Tax.

s

" A total of Rs. 10 ,000 given as a gift to an
individual in one year will be exempted.

The Gift Tax will include transfer of pro-'
perty to relatives and friends. The only excep-
tion will be in the case of charitable i institutions,
Government “companies, corporations esta-
blished by Central or State Acts and public
companies whose affairs - are controHed by six
persons or more.

If the value of gifts exceeds Rs 10,000 the

| exCess w:ll be taxed. Among the cxemptxons

‘customs duties.

-certain varieties of art silk like rayon.

are gxfts to one’s wife up to a limit of Rs. on
lakh, gifts to female dependents on the occa
sion of marriage up to Rs 10,000 in eacl

_ case, and gifts to- Central and State Govern
ments- and local authorities and: chantabln
institutions,

The rates of Gift Tax will be the same al
for Estate Duty without exemptions for the
first slab of Rs. 50 000.

The total yield expected from the Gift Tax

" is Rs. three crores.

Mr. Nehru announced a reduction -in the
exemption limit of Estate Duty from Rs. one
lakh to Rs. 50,000.

Mr. Nehru proposed no major changes in
the income-tax structure.

He announced an increase in the rate of

excise duty on cement from Rs. 20 to Rs, 24
per ton.

The rate of excise duty on vegetable pro-
ducts has been lowered on the first 300 tons

cleared by each factory. This will give a

relief of Rs. 24 lakhs.

He announced an increase in the develop-
ment rebate on new shlps from 25 per cent to
40 per cent. )

Mr. Nehru said the new taxatlon proposals
would yield Rs, 6.57 crores.

He proposed only minor verbal changes in
This includes introduction of
alternative ad valorem duties in respect of
As far
as other varieties are concerned the rate of
dutles is Jeft unchanged. .

The final deficit will be Rs. 27. 03 crores,
which has been left uncovered. .

Mr. Nehru will not have to face a highly
critical House and ‘his budget may have an .

- easy passage with support from aII sections

of .the House.
IaxY
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Government and Administration of the

United Kingdom

By

“ AN ENGLISHMAN”

JARLIAMENTARY Government is one of
the most important institutions to origi-
nate in Britain. Its effect is to combine
responsibility with representation. While' the
will of the majority prevails, every opportu-
nity is given to the minority to have its say and
exert its proper influence.
Under the system of universal adult suﬂ'rage

‘each citizen has the right to vote periodically,

freely and secretly to choose his representatives
in Parliament. Therefore each citizen has an
equal influence and an equal responsibility-
The system has grown in strength and flexibility
over many centuries, and, while much remains
of traditional pageantry, which is not without
point and value, it may be fairly claimed that
the British Parliament is an efﬁcxent and up-to-
date instrument.

The supreme legislative authority in' the
United Kingdom is the Queen in Parliament,
that is to say the Queen and the two Houses
of Parliament, the House of Lords and the
House of Commons. _

The House of Lords is constituted primarily
on a hereditary basis. Of the eight to nine’
hundred peers who have the right to sit, fewer
than a hundred normally take any part in the
Archbishops and certain bishops

members of the judiciary (Iaw lords), also sit.
New peerages are created by the Sovereign on
the advice of the Prime Minister.

The House of Commons is elected by univer-
sal adult suffrage. There are at present 630
members, each representing a single member
constituency. . .

By the Parliament Act, 1911, the normal life
of a Parliament was fixed at five years, although

15

it may be and often is dissolved in less than
that time. The main functions of Parliament
are legislation and the taking of formal action,
cast in legislative form, to make available

“finance for the needs of the community and to

appropriate the funds necessary for the services
of the State. Parliament also criticizes and
controls the Government. h

In the past, legislation was initiated from
both sides of the House; but in present-day .

“practice almost all Bills—and all money Bills—

are brought forward by the Government. Bills
may be introduced in either House, unless they
deal with finance or representation, when they
are always introduced in the Commons. After
a Bill has passed through its various parlia~

_mentary stages, it is sent to the Sovereign for -

Royal Assent, which is automatically given -
either by the Sovereign in person or, usual]y,
by Commission. - .

In the'normal course of events, the Lords
either accept a Bill from the Commons and
return it unchanged, or amend it and return it
for the consideration of members of the other
House, who frequently agree to the amend-
ments made. They cannot require. the Com-
mons to agree to amendments, nor can they
delay a Bill indefinitely. )

Parliament’s function of controlling the
Government is exercised, in the final analysis,
by the power of the House of Commons to
pass a resolution of °mno confidence’ in the
Government, or to reject a proposal which the
Government considers so vital to -its policy .
that it has made it a ° matter of confidence’;
and thus to force the Government to resign. -

The party system has existed in one form or
another since the seventeenth century, and has
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now become an essential element in the work-
ing of the constitution. '

The party which wins the majority of seats
-(although not necessarily the majority of votes)
at a General Election forms the Government.
The Prime Minister is appointed from its num-
bers by the Sovereign, usually on the formal
advice of the retiring Prime Minister ; and its
most outstanding members in the House of
Lords and the House of Commons receive
ministerial appointments on.the advice of the
Prime Minister. The larger minority party
becomes the official opposition with its own
leader and its own council of discussion or

unofficial Cabinet. - S
' The Cabinet is a conventional organ of
government composed of. a number of Minis-
ters selected by the Prime Minister. Member-
ship is not fixed by statute; no individual

Minister can claim by virtue of his office to be -

included, and the number.of members varies
nowadays between 15 and 25. The Cabinet is
not in itself an executant, in that it has no
legal authority, its decisions being valid by
convention and not by law.
formulate general policy, to bring about co-
operation between the different forces of the
State without interfering .with their legal inde-
pendence, and to exercise general control.

The doctrine of collective responsibility im-
poses upon Cabinet Ministers the obligation to
act not as individuals but (in the interests of
stability of government) as a united group.
- Any Minister who feels himself unable to agree
or compromise with the view of the majority

It is designed to

of his colleagues in Parliament or elsewhere
must resign. If he does not resign, he is held
to be responsible, and cannot afterwards reject
criticism on the ground that he did not person-
ally agree with the policy adopted. By the same
token, the Cabinet is bound to offer unanimous
advice to the Sovereign, even when its members
do not hold identical views on a given subject.
The individual responsibility of a Minister for
the work of his Department means that, as

political head of that Department, he is answer- (

able for all its acts and omissions.

Government Departments exist for the most
part to assist ministers in the discharge of their
functions by providing information and advice
as a basis for the formation of policy, and by
putting that policy into effect when the neces-
sary legislation has been passed. Both in their
advisory and executive capacities Government
Departments may and frequently do work with
and through local authorities, public corpora-
tions and many Government-sponsored organi-
zations which, while not forming part of
Government Departments, are under varying
degree of Government control. :

‘A change of Government does not generally
affect the namber of functions of Government
Departments, although a radical change in
policy may be accompanied by a corresponding
change In the Departments concerned. The
widening scope of Government activity has,
however, led to the formation of a substantia]
number of new Departments in the past half-

century. A few have existed for over 200+ -

years.

Service to Motherland =
Srt Bisnuram Medhi, Governor of Madras

We have a large number of journals and periodicals but a very few of
them had got the opportunity of having been in the Service of the Mother-
land continuously for a such a long period like the INDIAN ReviEw. 1 trust,
with the experience gathered for so many years, the INDIAN REViEW would
find it an easy task to help in shaping public opinion and to lead the country

. towards her moral .and intellectual development at a time when India is
endeavouring to reconstruct herself and establish a lasting peace in the World.

English as Official Language
‘ ‘ By -
SIR MIRZA ISMAIL

ONE of the major questions with ‘which
the Government of India is faced at

jthe moment is that of the official language

of the Union. The decision on this matter —
whatever it might be — is fraught with far-
reaching consequences to the future of India. -

What is to be that language — Hindi or
English? There is a strong feeling on this
matter more particularly in the South and in
Bengal — a feeling which is likely to gather
momentum with the passage of time. The
protagonists of Hindi in Uttar Pradesh, having
succeeded by a single vote in inserting a pro-
vision in the Constitution Act that Hindi is
to be the official language of the Union, dis-
; lacing English, are using every endeavour,
every device to see that the prévision.is imple-
mented by the appointed date, namely 1965.

1 feel tempted to make very briefly, a few
observations on what has become an acutely
controversial issue.

1 would consider this question in three
separate categories : the common language, the
regional language and the official language.
We all agree that' a common Jlanguage
is a most desirable possession for any
pation. The question is what exactly
do we mean by a common language in
a country like India with the numerous langu-
ages and races, its vast area and its huge popu-
lation, and the heterogeneous character of its
people ? Would Hindi serve the purposg and

‘would it satisfy all reasonable aspirations?

Would it be wise to give any indigenous langu-
age a status superior to others by making it the
official language ? How can this problem be
solved to the satisfaction of all of the largest
possible proportion of our people ?

My own suggestion would be — make
Hindusthani, which is mid-way between Hindi
and Urdu, and which is neither highly Sanskri-
tized like Hindi nor Persianized like Urdu, the
the common language” of India. It is a

language- which is easily picked up, is spoken
and understood nearly everywhere in.India.
The State should encourage it by all legitimate
means and make it more and more popular.
This could be done without introducing any
element of compulsion and without impinging
on the other languages. Let it be the language
of popular inter-communication. It is- even *
now the language of the cinema and cultured
society alike. _ ‘

Then there is the regional language, the
mother tongue of the majority of the popula-~
tion in each State — Bengali in Bengal, Tamil
in Madras, Telugu in Andhra, .Hindi in

Uttar Pradesh, Malayalam in Malabar,
Marati and Gujarati in their respective
areas. The mother tongue should be the

medium of instruction in schools up to the
college classes when English should take its
place.. English should be taught from the
beginning along with the mother tongue and
later Hindusthani in Devanagari script. This
need not mean any neglect of the mother
tongue which could still continue to be studied
by those who so wish, even in the university
course, as is indeed the case at present. But
the medium for higher studies in Science,
Philosophy, History, Law, and Literature
should be definitely English.

The official language of any State, as distinct
from the Centre, might be the local language
in all subordinate. offices, more particularly.
Revenue. In the Secretariat and Departmental
offices it should be English. This has long
been the practice in Mysore. ’

The official langiiage of the Centre should
be English. No Indian language is at present,
or is likely to be in any foreseecable future,
fitted to take its place. They are all inade- -
quate or unacceptable to many or both.
English can well continue to be the language
of the judiciary, of all inter-State correspon-
dence, and the main language of the university
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bodies and the legislative assemblies, I say
“mair’ language because other languages may
also be.allowed to be used in the legislative
qssemblies and in the university bodies. This
was the practice in Mysore and it worked very
well. In the Legislative Council both English
and Kannada were allowed but in the popular
. house, called the Representative Assembly,
only Kannada was used. Excepting the Dewan’s
. address which was in English (but subsequent-
Iy a Kannada translation was read out) the
. proceedings were conducted entirely in Kan-
nada and even the European members, the
coffee planters mostly, who knew Kannada,
preferred to speak in that language rather-than
in English. :
. Any attempt to oust English in favour of
Hindi will prove to be both difficult and harm-
“ful in its consequences. A great international
language, which English is, is needed both for
internal and external purposes. It is the good

fortuie of India that history has already
provided her with such a Janguage. Wise
statesmanship will not hastily discard such a
useful tried instrument.

To say, as some do, that English is under-
stood by hardly one per cent of the population,
while Hindi is spoken by at least 42 per cent
is to overlook certain essential facts. Hindi
is practically confined to one special area.
English is known to the educated throughout
the country. Moreover, let us'not forget that
the one per cent that speak English are the
intellectual cream of the nation and are res-
ponsible for administration and for progress
in every sphere. /

Working on the above basis and allowing
the processes of Nature to fashion the future
course of events, we may await the results with
confidence, for results thus obtained are more
likely to be in the best long-term interests of
the nation than any obtained in any other way.

i ‘ __O___
International Aid for Projects

By ‘ /‘
A SHRI K. C. KHATRL,
(Superintending Engineer, Central Water and-Power Committee)

ULTIPURPOSE integrated river valley
planning is comparatively new to India
For carrying out the
ary investigations, drawing up plans for

's and their éxecution technical personnel

ly trained in each type of work are

:d. As some of the countries in the

Ayts12 have gained _considerably more experi-
-uo in the planning and technique of execution
»“multipurpose projects, it would be helpful
o India to draw on such experience and
improve the speed and economy of project
development. Technically advanced countries
ike the U.S.A., United Kingdom, Canada,
- tat Germany and others have generously
€9Gd to assist us in’ the development of our
"and power resources, and the gssist'ance

being given by them- has been playing a signi-
ficant role in the Plan programmes of India.
Foreign assistance received in the shape of

_technical personnel drafted to India, training

for our engineers abroad, materials and equip-
ments for projects research in foreign Jabora-
tories, are broadly outlined in this article.

Assistance from the United States of
America is by far the largest foreign aid for
river valley development in the country. This
is being channeled through an agreement signed
between India and the United States on
January 5, 1952. Under this Agreement two
kinds of assistance are being received namely,
(i) assistance in the United States, and (i)
assistance in India. ‘ ~

N
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The Government of the United States of
\merica has undertaken to make available at
he office, laboratories and other installations
»f the United States Bureau of Reclamation, j
he services of personnel, equipment -and
acilities of the Bureau as may be necessary to
-ender such scientific and technical service and
idvice required by the Government of India.
The cost of such service is to be borne by the
U.S. Government, which has set apart a sum
of 100,000 for the purpose. Under the Agree-
ment, a number of technical problems relating
-0 Hirakud, Koyna, Rihand and other projects
have been referred to the Bureau of Reclama-
tion. Similarly the Bureau has also supplied a
number of technical publications for use by
various departments in India.

Three kinds of assistance is being offered in
India by the United States Government.

(i) Services of American technicians.

(i) Training facilities for Indian engineers
in the States. :

(iii) Sﬁpply of equipment for the various:
projects under execution in India.

The U.S. Government has made available
the services of 32 tecenical experts during the
First Five-year Plan.” Of these 10 were attached
to the Damodar Valley Corporation, two to
the Hirakud Project and the rest were assigned
to the Central Water and Power Commission,

The United States made available training
facilities for 17 engineers from India. Seven
of these were from C.W. & P. C., three each
from Hirakud and DVC Projects, and the rest
from State Governments. ‘

The United States also made available con-
siderable quantity of equipment such as beavy
earthmoving machinery like scrappers, dum-
pers, tractors, etc., and construction equip-
ment like stone crushers, concrete batching
and conveying plants, etc., with spare parts

' for various river valley projects in India.

Estimated  Cost of
. - Project- Equipment
Project cost made avai-
(in crores - lable
of rupees)  (dollars)
Hirakud Dam 70.78  3,323,482.00
Kakrapar Weir and
Canals (Bombay) 11.65 '23,615.15
" Mahi (Bombay) 1400 ~ 658,840.00
Ghataprabha (Bom- ' _
bay) ) . 5.45 -207,643.00
Tunga Anicut (My- ‘ o
sore) - 231 215,640.00
Saurashtra Irrigation : :
Scheme (Bombay) 3.34 89,650.00

Chambal Project

(Madhya Pradesh) ~ 48.03  2,266,116.00
Pathri Project (Uttar - - o
Pradesh) 2,58 19,232.00

The Government of the United States is

. also assisting the Government of India in con-

trolling the flood menace in this country by
making available services of experts and
equipment to the extent of 202,000. The equip-
ment includes fully-equipped motor launches, -
rain and river gauges that can report rainfall
and river-flow by unattended radio and devices
to measure the speed of waterflow.

In addition to the ~above projects, the
Government of the United States has agreed .
to assist in the execution of the Riband Pro-
ject to the extefit of 6,413,017 and Rs. 7 cro-
tes. The dollar component is intended mostly
for procuring construction eéquipment and also
a team of construction technicians to be depu-
ted by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation. The

., rupee component is to assist in paying for

general construction costs. The total cost of

. the Rihand Project is estimated at Rs. 48

Crores.

Similarly the Government of the United
‘States has helped in setting up two technical
training centres for operation and maintenance
of heavy earth-moving equipment, and at
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Kotah and the other at Nagarjunasagar dam
site. Most of the equipment for these training
centres and service of expert aperators and
machanics are being supplied by the United
States. . Each of the centres is training 40
operators and mechanics every year.

In addition, two more training centres for
“Hot line maintenance of transmission and
distribution system > are being set up, one at
Bangalore and the other at Nangal with the

- assistance of the United States. These are
expected to start functioning shortly.

The Colombo Plan is a co-operative effort
and mutual assistance programme of countries
comprising the Commonwealth of Nations,
Japan, Burma and Thailand. Under this

scheme, Canada, Australiaand U.K. are affor-
- ding assistance to this country in the execu-
tion of projects. Out of these countries,
Canada has given by far the biggest contribu-
tion. ‘

In the first two years of India’s First Five-
year Plan, Canadian assistance was mainly in
the shape of commodities. An amount of
~ § 15 million (Canadian) was allocated for the
supply of wheat and the rupee proceeds reali-
sed therefrom were allocated by agreement for
expenditure on the Mayurakshi Project in West
Bengal. In addition, the Canadian Govern-
ment has also assisted the project by supplying
electrical equipment,
(Canadian). The Mayurakshi Dam has been

ré-named the Canada Dam as a token of-

- appreciation of Canada’s gesture.

Similarly Canada also offered capital assist-
ance for the Umtru Hydro-electric Project in
Assam. Electrical equipment, costing $ 1.2
million (Canadian) has been supplied. The
‘construction cost of the project is being met
from the rupee proceeds of the sale of raw
materials offered to the cable and wire industry
for which that country had made an allocation
of $§ 5 million (Canadian) in 1952-53,

The Government of Canada has also made
" available training. facilities for Indian engi-
_neers in that country. . Two officers from the

costing $ 3 million

Central Water and Power Commission have
since availed of these facilities.

The Government of Australia authorised an
amount of Rs. 372 lakhs for the supply of
wheat and flour for sale in India. The sale
proceeds of the food material have been utilis-
ed to meet the rupee costs of the Tungabhadra
Project. Similarly that Government made an
allocation of Rs. 160 lakhs for the supply of

‘construction equipment for this project and

power transmission line material for the Rama-
gundam Power Project in Andhra.

The Australian Government also made
available training facilities for two Indzan
engineers in that country.

Assistance from the United Kingdom has
been mainly in the form of expert personnel

-deputed to India, training facilities for Indian
“engineers in the U.K. and supply of certain

types of research equipment. Three experts
were assigned to the Hirakud Project and two

were assigned to Central Water and Power
" Commission under this programme.

The Government of the United Kingdom
made available training facilities for seven
officers of the Central Water and Power Com-
mission and supplied equipment worth about
Rs. 45,000 for the Hydraulic Machinery Labo-
ratory of the Central Water & Power Research

‘Station, Poona.

The United Nations and its specialised
agencies have given technical assistance to this
country. - The foremost among these is the
UNESCO. Under the terms of the agreement

between India and the UNESCO, two speciﬁc,‘

projects, namely ¢ Ship-testing Techniques

and “Photo-elastic Studies** for determlmng
the adequacy of designs for dam projects have
been started in India. The Organisation made
available the services of four foreign experts,

three for ship model testing and one for.
" photo-elastic studies for these schemes. Special

equipment, costing about Rs. 1,50,000 for the

ship-testing tank set up at the C.W. & P..

Research Station, Poona and photo-elastic
equipment, costing Rs. 8,000, for the photo-

~ is"generally supposed to have begun with -
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elastic laboratory in the CW & P.C. at Delhi,
were supplied by the UNESCO.

In the same programme, training facilities
for four officers of C.W. & P.C. in laborato-
ries in France, Switzerland, U.X. and Sweden,
etc., were made available. The United Na-
tions Technical Assistance Administration, a.
sister organisation of the Unesco, also arrang-
ed training facilities for eight officers of the
C.W. & P.C. in various countries.

The Government of the Federal Republic
of Germany have offered, -through West
German firms, training facilities to the
Government of India. Under this programme
two officers from. the Central Water and
Power Commission were sent to West Ger-
many for specialised training.

India is thus a great beneficiary of assis-
tance generously extended in several ways by
countries which are. more technically and
economically forward. Although it is correct
to say that India’s river valley projects could
and would go on with her own resources,

and that the pecuniary aid received from

abroad, relative to the enormous investment
required for them, is small, it is equally

“true- that the imported knowledge of modern .

techniques is assisting project progress in India
to a considerable degree. The helping hand of
international co-operation contributes to the
material advancement of the assisted nation,

strengthening it to extend, in its turn, similar

co~operation to others in need, all of which
together built the great cause world brother-
hood, of which we can never have too much.

Modern Oriya Literature
. g .
Prof. K. JENA, M. A,

IT will be impossible to make a complete and
comprehensive study of any literature ; this

" is more so in case of a literature which suffers

a systematic development as the Oriya litera-
ture. Literature as such is a complex problem
as life itself. As it is impossible to analyse
the whole of life from a singlé angle so also
it is in case of any literature, At best, we can
take a particular period and find out the im-

© "portant features which make it different from

other periods.
The Modern period in Oriya literature begins

. in the first quarter of the 20th century. The -
essential elements of modernism were the out- -
come of new changes that ushered in world

culture. It is settled that the idea of moder-
nism came in different literature in different
periods : for example, modernism had dawned
much earlier in European literature and more
so in English literature. The English literature

Shakespeare and Milton ; whereas the French
literature had to wait much longer.

The tremendous impact of the Industrial
Revolution in England and the political Revo-
lution in France had made drastic changes in
literary outlook. For the first time, Literture
emerged out of the fortress of wealth and
aristocracy and belonged to the masses. The
idea of Man as the centre of literature was
further matured by the 19th century Ger-
man Humanitarians. Nietzche, Scophenhaur
and Bergson gave the final blow to God and
His kingdom. God was dead and the king-
dom of Man had begun.

This idea of Man as the hero of literature,
nay, in all art and creation is the greatest

’ contribution, the 19th century Europe made

to mankind. . This was reflected for the first
time in Oriya literature in writings of Fakir-
mahan Senapaty. In his works Mamu, Chama-
nathaguntha, Prayashata and other works he



The .Bhoodan Movement
' | By
Mr ASHISH BOSE

HE land problem is one of the most

difficult and complex problems facing

the country and no measure of land reform can

really succeed unless it is comprehensive

enough in visualizing the multitude of pro-
blems which add up to the land problem.

There is the old problem of an unjust land
tenure system under which a host of inter-
mediaries and absentee landlords flourish.
" Then there is the problem of increasing
pressure of population on land, the fragmen-
tation of holdings and surplus population in
agriculture. Next, there is the problem of
agranan re-organisation, of institutional chan-
ges in the agrarian structure, the problems of
fixing ceilings on land holdings, of - con51dera-
tion of holdings and co-operative farmmg

This brings us to the most important ‘aspect
of the land problem, namely, the equitable
distribution of land. What {s the role of the
Bhoodan movement in solving this problem
vis-g-vis other methods of land reform ? What
is the genesis of this movement and what are
_its strong points and weaknesses? Can it

really solve the Jand problem ?

Land can be acquired through violence and
‘bloodshed or through legislation with or with-
out compensation. The first method is based
on hatred and brute force while the second
on the force of law and the authority of the
State. Acharya Vinoba Bhave rejects both
these methods. His unique methods envisages
voluntary surrender of Jand by the landowners
out of compassionand a sense of fellow-feel-

ing. His Bhoodan or land-gift movement is.

based on love and non-violence and the dicta-
tes of human conscience,

The Bhoodan mavement originated in April
1951 in a village in Telangana in Hyderabad.

In this area, the forces of violence and hatred

" and love.

reigned suprcmc thcrc was clamour for land
from the landless, the\poor were helpless' and
the rich insecure. Vinoba, a true disciple of
Mahatma Gandhi, reached this village on
foot to spread the message of .non-violence
He wanted the people to solve their
problems themselves. An imaginative Jandlord
donated one hundres acres of land which
Vinoba distributed to the landless Hariians
in the village. From these humble beginnings
the Bhoodan movement has attained immense
significance and has attracted the attention of
the world. In the last few years Vinoba has
walked over 16,000 miles on foot all over the

- country and collected over 42 lakh acres of

Jand from over 5} lakh donors. Incourse of
time, the Bhoodan movement led to a more
significant movement, the ‘gram-dan’ move-
ment or the gift of whole villages. Qver
3,500 villages bave been given in gram-dan.
. Incidentally, .though the usual managing of
‘dan’ is charity, Vinoba wuses the word
according to the connotation given by
Shankaracharya and means by ‘ dan’ * shar-
ing together.” 'Bhoodan Yajnya is perhaps a
more appropriate  term. As Vinoba put it :
“I appeal to all of you to contribute your
mite for the worship of ¢ Daridranarayan.’
This is a real yajnya - sacrifice.”” The
element of sacrifice is the essence of the
Bhoodan and other allied movements like
gramdan, sampattidan, shramdan, buddhidan,
jeevandan and so an. The Bhoodan movement
is pot based on random donations of land
motivated by selfish desires. Itisa movement
which appeals to the conscience of man and
seeks to bring about a great social and econo-
mic transformation through the change in the
hearts of men. But what is the immediate
objective of the Bhoodan movement? In

. Vinoba’s own words, “as for the immediate

objective, I will be satisfied if enough land for

.
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the landless is given. The total land under
cultivation in India is 30 crore acres out of
which I ask for five crore acres, i e., one-sixth
of the total land, There are five crores of
landless people in India. My argument is
quite simple. Generally, there are five persons
in every family ; so I say, add me and give my
share......s0 one-sixth is my immediate objec-
tive.7

The primary aim of the Bhoodan movement
is to distribute land to the landless and in
that it scores a point over legislative measures
of land reform which are primarily concerned
with getting rid of the intermediaries and
absentee landlords. OQur first Five Year Plan
admitted that schemes of land distribution
were likely to confer somewhat restricted
benefits on agricultural workers other than
tenants as under these schemes, the first claim
was that of the tenants.
ment, the Plan said, had, therefore, special
value, for it gave to the landless workers an
opportunity not otherwise available to them.

The Bhoodan movement, however, is not
without its critics who point out that the
movement, is too slow and cannot solve the
land problem of India. It is also asserted that

very often the land donated is uncultivable

land, land under litigation or dispute and the
donors of the land are not actuated by love
and fellow-feeling but by considerations of
prestige and popularity. It is also contended
that not all Bhoodan workers are inspired by
the ideals of Gandhiji and there are undesir-
able elements aspiring for a political career
through their association with the movement.

All this criticism is not totally unwarranted
but it only shows that there are hypocrites and
persons who love to domate their counterfeit
coins. And it is only tackling these baser
instincts of human nature that Gandhism seeks
to bring about a revolution.

Revolution is much abused word today
The critics of the Bhoodan-movement say that
it is not revolutionary enough to bring about
radical changes in society. On the contrary,

“The Bhoodan move-.

it appeafs to me that the Bhoodan movement

123

is too revolutionary -movement for bripging,

about long reforms, for it really aims at refor-
ming man and not land. It seeks a charge in
the minds and hearts of man, a change in
their sense of values and goals. As Vinoba

said, the aim of the Boodan movement was to -

bring about a three-fold revolution ; first, a

change in the people’s heart ; second, a change

in their lives; and third, a change in social
structure,

Land reform through legislation tack]es the
problem from the other end. It tries to bring

-about a change in the social structure through

the abolition of unwanted intermediaries and

by investing the rights of ownership in the.

tillers of the soil and expects that this will

result in an .improvement in the lives of the

people but it' does not concern itself with a
change in the people’s hearts.

The Bhoodan movement, on the other hand
as a Gandhian technique envisages, first, an
inward human change and the only then an
outward social change.
gress we must have both inward human change
and outward social change. But the Govern-
ment cannot bring about inward human change,
it requires a Gandhi or a Vinoba to do that.

No government can tolerate the forces of
violence ; likewise, no government can ‘abandon
its legislative functions in favour of a move-
ment which appeals to the conscience of the
rich to sacrifice for the welfare of the poor

and the oppressed. The Government of India -

and the Planning Commission have lent their
support to the Bhoodan movement but
obviously they cannot look upon this movement
as a.substitute for a policy of land reform
through legislation. '

In the last few years there has been an
enormous amount of land reform legisiation in
India which is unsurpassed in any other country.
The critics of land reform legislation have
pointed out the loopholes in the legislation and
the gap between expectation and achievement.
It is not always that radical changes occur by

~

If society is. to pro--



124 o _ . THE INDIAN REVIEW

[ MARCH 1958

a stroke- of pen. In U.P,, for example, the
legislature passed a resolution in supporting
the principle of zamindari abolition in 1946
while the Zamindari Abolition Bill was passed
in 1951, i.e., after about five years. In Bihar,

the legislative and legal formalities to abolish’

Zamindari took eight years.

The absence of an effective comact between
the Government and the rural masses is a
great obstacle in the way of rapid progress.
The interest and enthusiasm of millions of
people cannot be aroused by party resolutions
and parliamentary legislation.. But in the
“case of a social movement like the Bhoodan
movement, even the curiosity of people is
' turped into intetest and enthusiasm and the
movement brings to the depressed millions a
ray of hope. And anybody can participate in
this movement. Mass participation is the
essence of a truly democratic society.

But all said and done, the.distribution of
land to the landless cannot by itself bring

.

Thé Geniué Of Amarénatha Jha

By

about an improvement in the lives of the rural
masses. - The size of holdings may be too
small for profitable cultivation. The cultivator
may lack capital and implements and credit

facilities. As the Second Five-year Plan makes -

it clear, land reforms cannot succeed without

-considerabie extension of credit facilities and

without tackling the problems of uneconomic
and fragmented holdings and the deficiencies
in the use and management of land.

The Bhoodan movement cannot effectively
tackle all these problems unless backed by
sujtable legislation and governméntal action.
At the same time, the legislative measures of
land reform and their execution can be
successfully supplemented by the Bhoodan
movement not so much by the land that is
collected but by highlighting the needs of the
landiess workers and by emphasizing the role of
pon-violence and mass participation in bring-
ing about radical changes in society. A.IR.

' Mr. R. H. KRISHNA RAO, M.

. ]

DIM is the fame of great potentates, little are

they known outside their own land and
soon they are forgotten and pass into oblivion.
But it is the peculiar greatness of literature,
great works of art and marvellous paintings

- that they endure longer than kinigs and dynas-

ties.

The works of Shakespeare are permanent
possessions of human race, the art of Michael
Angelo is still cherished with devout gratitude,
the music and poetry of Tagore will continue
to enchant .the generations to come. Their
work transcends all barriers of tribe and nation

They know no space nor time. But distinguis-

hed men are more than mere intellectuals.
They are gentle of heart and noble of spirits.
- This is significant of men of Dr. Amara
Natha Jha’s stature. A Iuminary among
scholars,. a friend of those that knew him,.a
benefactor of those that desired to know him,
Dr. Jha was to Allahabad, its ornament. The
last of the galaxy of intellectual giants lost to
the great city of Allahabad. ‘The greatést
city in India’
Chintamani —
into history. .
Steeped in the great tradition, schooled to
standards and values alien to plutocracy, Dr,

Dr. Jha has passed from life

in the words of late Sir C. Y.:

f
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Jha represented in himself all that is the best
in the East and, in the West.
Roman dressed in fine English cut suit, he
retained the oriental clam and splendour. At
home, on informal occasions, one could catch
him in simple kurta and dhoti. The pair of
big bright eyes, under soft eye brows, seem as
though they were engaged in conversation with
space and enternity or as if they were penetrat-
ing into a beyond.” Held between his lips
was his inevitable cigar, sending soft rings of
smokes stxmulatmg great thoughts. In all this
there was a poise and dxgmty, a charm and
grace, all his own.

His perfect Oxonian accent was as striking
as it was instructive. His conversation was as
breazy as it was brilliant. His visit was as

“sparkling as it was unfailing. When he spoke

‘rich in thought.

suited for, as its ambassador.

Hindi, it was as simple in expression as it was
His snatches from Urdu and
Persian poetry were remarkable and sump-
tuous.

Whether it was at the U.N.E.S.C. O,
seminars on Education, or in the class rooms
at Oxford, or was it a convocation at Viswa-
Bharati or as the Vice-Chancellor of Aliaha-
bad or Banaras University, or when it came to
discovering talents for Public Services, Dr, Jha
left an impress of his high scholarship and
deep learning as much as his understanding
and sympathy.

Never afraid of calling a Spade a spades
and he would not call it more than a
spade. Never would he compromise his prin-
ciple Office makes people big but in the case
of Dr. Jha, it made call the dlﬁ'erence He
made the office big, .
to offer his services to the country, he was best
Providence did
not grant him more years, perhaps- within
which he would have distinguished India’s
diplomatic gallery,

A patron of arts and letters, music and paint-
ing, cuiture and sports, Dr. Jha’s genius was
versatile and his tastes varied. He would cling
to his radio listening commentary on Cricket
or watch tennis match on the University green
lost in. the game till he suddenly, woke up in
time to go to address a meeting. He would
inform the audience what the score was and
who were at the wicket or who was leading in

who !

At Rome, a-

It was not given to him

them.

‘House”, on't

tennis. Advising the teachcrs once ; hc sald
‘You may speak with the tongues of ,angels
and your tongue may drop manna, yet'if you
meet your students in the class room and labo-
ratory only, your work will remain incomplete.
You will gain their confidence and mould their
characters more effectively if you come into
contact with them on the playing field, in the
debating hall, in the dramatic society, in scout '
camps and during picnics.” That indeed, was
the secret of his success as a teacher.

He had a remarkable memo}y of men—their
names and faces. *‘Scholars, sportsmen and
even scoundrels are the groups the names of
whom 1 do not forget”, he said once, when
asked how he managed to remember the names
of so many, of them. With him it was never
a case of out of sight, out of mind.

In his speeches he revealed .a range of
thought, wealth of knowledge and an air of.
authority. Not often did he regale hisaudience -
with Igbal’s poems or Tulsis verses sending
the whole house into laughter or taken them
to sublime thought.

He was a great friend of teachers-their
mentor, their monitor and their soul. He
apprised the society of the danger of placing
the children in the hands of hungry and iil-
paid teachers. He said, * Hunger and idealism
ill go together. They must receive adequate
emoluments if they are to perform their duty
efficiently. Enthusiasm cannot be engendered
on an empty stomach or if there is enthusiasm -
as it will be of the wrong and subversive
variety. Society must realize the danger of
placing impressionable children in the care of
starving and disillusioned teachers.’ /

Such was the man and such was his message.
Bis memory the country will continue to
cherish. Statues and busts are not lasting
memorials of such men. Age may. whither

There can be no lasting memorial to Dr. Jha
in his city of Allahabad, where he spent more
than half a century and the people to whom,
he eadeared himself so long and so much, than '
the establishment Amarnath Jha

Delhi. Th A i will conti-

of pos-
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' The Bhnd Man and the ng
- A Short Story

By
Mr. S. Y. KRISHNASWAMI

: LONG long ago thcrc ruled over the king-
dom of Myleswara a king by name
"Mylwan. He was like a father unto his sub-
jects, kind but firm, charitable but not lavish,
~ brave but not foolhardy, and the Court poets
.vied with one another in singing that untruth
was the only thing that was not obtainable in
" his kingdom, thieving the only absent occupa-
“tion, disease the only rare sight, doctors the
only unemployed, ugliness the only novelty,
and tears the only unknown liquid. And it
rained 'thrice every month because the king

was just and the subjects pursued their respec-

tive avocations with dévotion rather than
desire, and the women worshipped none but
their husbands.. No father performed the

obséquies of his son, and no brother raised’

his hand against his brother. Time was a
. seamless web, and the very gods came down in
~ disguise and spent days and nights in unceles—
tial peace.

~ One day,las the king was seated on his
throne, dispensing justice in accordance with
the ancient Texts as interpreted by the Pundits,
the royal Announcer of Applicants came
before him, bowed Iow, and reverentially fold-
ing his hands in prayer, said, ‘ Sir, there
awaits your pleasure a blind man who says
that he possesses wondrous faculties that are
the marvel of the world.” - It was a fixed rule
- of the Court that every applicant for royal
audience should be announced. forthwith, no
matter how deeply the king was engaged in
council. | Hearing these ‘words of the announ-
cer, the king smiled and said ““Go forth and
) bring the blind man unto us 1mmedxately ‘Do
not tarry . :

" The servant departed, and in a few moments
_ teturned, leading by the band a young man, of

noble bearing ard pleasant countenance, but
. X N

alas, with a vacant stare that proclaimed the

unseeing eye. Guided, no doubt by some coni-

" pensating instinct, perhaps a greater sensitive-

ness of hearing, the blind man faced the kmg
and made his obeisance. »

“ What gifts are these that I hear*’ said the

_king, ““that have made you bold 1o seek an

audience with us ?
-The blind man bowed once again.

“Your Majesty,” replied the blind man, in
a soft and cultivated voice, “I am born blind,
but I have mastered the science of precious
stones, of horses, and of human nature.”

. The king smiled. The councillors also smiled.
This was audacity that may well lead to ruin.
But it was a royal duty to encourage the really
exceptional and punish the pretentious char-
latans.

. Very well,” commanded the king. “ Let

him stay on in the palace. Give him one silver

coin and half a measure of rice every day.”

The blind man was dxsmxssed and he was

. guided back by the announcer, in reverse step,

50 as not to show his back to the kmg

- Time passed. The blind man lived a quiet -
hfc in the midst of the thousands of persons -
“at the Court, and the king forgot ‘about him.
One day a jeweller came from far away, from -

beyond the mountains, and craved audience
with the king, He exhibited before the king a

plue sapphire of such marvellous beauty that
it shone like a lamp. The king and the

courtiers were mightily impressed, and the
king was anxious 'to possess it because he was
running the period of Saturn and the astrologers
had been repeatedly requesting him to wear a
ring set with a sapphire. Then he suddenly
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remembered the blind man.
spportunity to test him.

The blind man was brought before the king.
He was asked to examing the stone. He held
out his hand and requested the merchant to
place it on his right palm. The merchant did
so. The blind man clesed his palm, and went
into a brown study. -

This was an

“ Bring me a silver cup filled with water »
asked the blind man. It was brought. He
dropped the sapphire into the water.

“ Can youn see the stone at the bottom of the
cup ** asked the blind man.

“ Yes ™ said the courtiers, as one voice.
“Is the water clear * asked the blind man.
“Yes ” said the courtiers eagerly.i
The blind man turned to the king.

1 will not advise ‘your majesty to buy this

stone. A real sapphire should colour the water
blue, and the blueness should be reflected in
the sides of the cup. Thisis not a real sapphire,
but the product of necromancy, and will soon
lose its lustre.” ' :

The courtiers gasped. The king asked for
the merchant in tones of controlled wrath. But
the merchant had quietly slipped away. His
bluff had been called.

The king was overjoyed with the blind man.
How ever did the blind man guess at the
truth ?

“ Increase the blind man’s allowancc imme-
diately ”* said the king. * Give him two silver
coins and one measure of rice every day.”

The blind man bowcd in thankfulness and
departed.

Time passed. The blind man was again

forgotten.” But oric day a trader came from
beyond the oceans, leading a string of horses,

that pranced and shook their manes and dug’

the ground with their hoofs, and glistened with
health and beauty in the sun.

One of the

~horses caught the king’s fancy. It was a noble
steed, with muscles that rippled, and as white
as a dove. The king now remembered the
blind man,. “ Send for him,” he commanded.
The blind man came running, and stood before
the king. The king asked him to examine the
white horse. The blind man went up to the
horse cautiously, and spent very nearly three

" Ghaties of time feeling it from nose to tail.

He then turned to the king and said *“Your
majesty, this horse is not suitable for a king. -
It has the appearance of a horse but the inst-
incts of a buffalo. It will not draw back when
it sees water, but will plunge into it and stay
submerged with its hose uplifted like a common
buffalo.”

"There was a large water pond in the palacc
garden. The horse was led to the pond: No
sooner it saw the water, than it eagerly ran
towards it and went right in, It was all the
merchant could do to drag it out. '

Said the king * O, blind man, we are over-
joyed. This is the second time you have dis-
played your great faculties, and truly, your
‘powers are secret and marvellous. -+ From to-
.day you will be given three silver coins and
three measures of rice every day.””

The blind man bowed and departed.

“Time passed. The blind man was forgotten.
One day the king recollected the incident of his
first meeting with him. He 'had professed to
be the master of three sciences. What was
the third? He thought for a while. The
details came back to him. It was his capacity
to assess and understand human nature. The
king was anxious to test this ability. He sent
for the blind man. '

“You have told me about your ability to
correctly judge ren ” said the king, ““now tell
me all about myself.””  The blind man hesita-
ted. It was a royal command, He wasina
dilemma. He kept silent as long as he could,
and knowing the impatience of the king, said
“ Sir, I shall do so if you will be pleased to
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give me in writing that whatever I say, I shall
be pardoned and not punished.” *Most
certainly,”” said the king, /T am not a person
who is afraid of the truth,” and forthwith had
a cadjan leaf prepared grantmg an advance
pardon.

"Your majesty * saxd the-blind man, “you
. are not the son of your father, the late king,
but of a sturdy mendicant who came to beg at
the palace gates.”

“The king’s hand instinctively went to his
sword. The blind man sensed the danger.

“ You have already pardoned me, sir,” he
' reminded the king.
king. A sadness swept.over his face. He
walked slowly to the inner apartments of the
palace. He went up to his mother. She had
" just finished “her morning prayers, and was
repeating the name of the Lord, counting the
number with the aid of a- rosary of Tulsn
beads. : . :
““ What brings you so early in the morning,
my son * asked the queen-mother, with a
shade of anxiety in her voice.

"The king went straight to the subject.

“ Mother,”
-am I?7. ‘
 The queen-mother dropped the rosary. She

stood up. How had a secret known to none
but herself, and guarded so jealously that she
had even taken the precaution of sleeping by
herself soasto prevent any one from hearing
an unconscious phrase that might escape her

he enquired,

lips in sleep or dream, how had it suddenly,
like'a bolt of thunder, crashed into the open,
in this way? After thirty years of peace and

blissful ignorance, too. But she knew that
her son had somehow come upon the truth.
~ vThere was no use hiding it.

“True, I have’ said the

“ Whose son .

Said the queen-mother “ My son, you \must\
not think of me too harshly. Your father was;
getting old. His manhood was slipping from'
him. Death was calling him. There was no
heir to the kingdom: I was desperate. Oae
day there came to the palace a learned mendi-
cant, young, handsome, and full of religious
lore. I was attracted’ by him. It seemed to
me that my sin would be forgiven by God
because I did not sin for  pleasure, but for
the sake of the people of this Jand. You are
his son.’

The king did not wait to hear any more.
He went back in haste to the blind man. The
king said * O, blind man, you spoke nothing
but the truth. ' But, tell me, how did you
divine the secret known to no human being
except my mother?”’

“Your majesty may pardon me, once again,”
said the blind man, *1 came to you, a man
born blind, vet professing maxvellous wisdom

.and knowledge, and you sanctioned for my

maintenance one silver coin and ‘one measure

<« of rice. Then I showed up the false sapphire, a

truly great feat, and you doubled my allow-
ance. Then [ displayed my knowledge of
horses, and you again gave me three silver
coins and three measures of .rice. No son of
a king will be so niggardly. The joy of a king
will Rower forth into mighty gifts. He will
throw away a pearl nzcklace. He will drape
me with silk and shower-gold coins. He will
endow a village and give me the right to go
about in a palanquin. But you are the son of a
beggar. You calculated how much I was worth
every time. My other faculties I learnt by
penance and skill and the grace of my Guru;
but this last, I merely guessed from circum-
‘stances.”

Wanted Rural Banks for Seeds and Grams

Mr. N. v ESWAR S

NATURE herself ‘does her own part in

depriving the Indian farmer of seeds for
his next crop. The farmer also adds conside-
rably to this loss of seed. He has no storage
facilities. Mostly, seeds are carelessly stored
in open bamboo baskets or eathernware jars.
Both these storages are very easily accessible
to ants, assuming that these have been stored
in such a way that rats and birds cannot reach
them. The .destructive work of antsis very
high indeed. In no time the ants turan the
seeds into mere husks. At least 25% to 309
of -the stored seeds is lost by each farmer
through ants alone. This should be the size of
the problem faced by the farmer.

It is estimated that about a million tons of
seeds stored by farmers in India are eaten
away annually by rats and other depredators
of Nature. This estimate was taken a few
years ago. Iam sure, therefore, the current
estimate should be at least two million tons
lost, if not more,

I have personally known of farmers who .

had allowed the land to lie fallow for want of
seeds every alternate year. After a lapse of
years, when I went to my village. recently, I
found these fields have become almost sterile
due to such indifferent farming. This has
happened at a time when so much more food

is required. My enquiries with some of the

farmers revealed that they were all certain that
no more paddy would grow on these fields. -~

The farmer, however, cannot go in on his
own for improved methods of storage. He
simply does .not have the means. The ten-
dency "to pool resources is also not there.
Actually, while socially there is much co-ope-
ration, when the question of farming and its
requirements come up, each farmer is aggres-
fively. individualistic and highly selfish. Know-
‘ng his own nature, he would rather not talk
of taking any concerted action.

17

Above all, the farmer has to guard himself
against the seeds ! This is very strange. During
the lean months when there is nothing to do
on the fields, the farmer just lives on the seeds.
It is common that peasants and farmers sell
seeds to feed themselves. Even in the house-
holds of prudent farmers, the stored seeds are
a temptation to idle stomachs who decide to
feed themselves to capacity first and think of
seeds for the next crop when the sowing sea-
son starts,

Think of today. Why bother dbout the
morrow ? Omar Khayyam would have applau-.
ded them from the grave! If every one acts
on this philosopy, when the sowing scason °
comes round, there is no surprise that there is
no seed with anyone for sale. And if any one
has, he asks the price in gold. The clever
landlord is always there who is willing enough
to deny bimself and sell the farmer seeds
which, in his wisdom and forethought, he had

.stored—at just double the market rate !

To prevent seeds being consumed by the far-
mer and see that the yield from the land is
utilised in an intelligent manner, it is necessary
that steps are taken by the Government to
foster a spirit of saving foodgrains in the
minds of the farmers, so that these could be
used both for purposes of seed and feed in an
emergency and in season. ,

The Government can at least institute a
Society in each village, without waiting for any
local initiative, for the express purpose of
collecting surplus grains and storing seeds in
a healthy fashion. The Society should work
more or less on the lines of a Savings Bank,
allowing only meagre withdrawals and that too
after much serutiny. This will instil a desire

[}

* As the article was in the press, the Madras

Government has announced that it would float a short-

term seven year debenture loan to open 600 rural
agriculturaf banks. — Ediror, indian Review,
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for savings into the minds of the farmers which
is totally absent today.

" Since the farmer is concerned mostly with

seeds and grains, we have to take the banking -

habit to him, in order that he would be careful

“in the usage of these as he is .in the monetary-

field. ;

Having banked away the seeds which he
would not be able to release except in the
sowing season or fulfilling . other conditions,
the farmer would be careful in nursing his
stock of grains and himself adopt careful

- measures for proper storage. This is sure to
go a great way in maintaining stocks of grains
to feed himself properly. He will also not
ruin himself by spending all the grains he has
in a spree during the idle months of the year
and then‘ run himself into -debts by buying
secds at prohibitive rates. Paradoxical indeed,
that the farmer who grows grains should go
and buy the seeds from others!

Storage of grains is certainly a Big Problem -

and would require a vast outlay in the construc-
tion of bushels or granaries of the American
type. If the Central Government gets at the
back of such rural Banks, these modern type
Storages can come into being at an early date.
And the amount of seeds these would held in
saving on an all-India basis would perhaps

offset the cost in the first year itself. Any new-

experiment of course has to be tried locally for
results before it can be made into a country-.
wide net work. When it is known that even.
Banking as such is only spreading out into the
interior of the country in the slowest possible
manaer, the problem of spreading the idea of
a Seed Bank into rural areas might take much
longer.
prosperous existence is bound up with the

efficient and successful operations of these
Bqn_ks for him in the village, he is sure to
utilise its services to the full and thus make the
Seed Banks in rural areas a living and growing
organism in the shortest possible time.

—~ Q=

The Plantatibn Econoi‘ny of India

By

Srr S. NARAYANASWAMY a ‘

THERE appears to be no sector of India’s

economy about which more is taken. for
granted than the Plantations of India. Judging
from the facile and juicy statements made by
Leftist politicians, one would think that the
plantation economy came to us as a primordial
inheritance alongside of the Baghavad Gita,
Mohinja Daro and Jersoppa falls. It is not as
.if this excellent sector of organised.agriculture
—the only one of its kind unhappily for us—
would have come to us in the inevitable

sequence of modern amenities like the railways, .

the telephone and electric power projects
. whether or not we were under foreign rule in
the past. The Plains dweller in India has
. never felt the call of the hills to the exfent of
" initiating pioneering effort to clear jungles

- planter.

and plant Tea, Coffee or Rubber. Such agri-
cultural effort as was ever made indigenously
was confined to foot hills and never the higher
reaches, where the total agronomic effort was
confined to the 'scattered and small farms
maintained by hill tribes on a scale that was
inconsequential. The clearing of malaria-

ridden jungle and planting of Tea and Coffee

were undertaken invariably by the European
He was no doubt attracted by the
climate of the hills, whose elevation enabled
the European pioneer to whet his nostalgic
appetite. But to. brave the malaria, to under-

_take the capital cost involved in clearing

jungles, planting the Tea or Coffee bush, put
up residential guarters’ and waiting for a

‘minimum period of 6 or 7 years for results

[MARCH 1958 -

But once the farmer knows that his
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and for any return at all on his investment
was the lot of the planting pioneer. It is true
he had to mobilise Indian labour from neigh-
bouring Plains, villagers who did the work of
cleaning, levelling and planting, but in the
early years, about 100 years ago, this was
found an uphill job, because of the ravages of
malaria and lack of medical or other facilities
on the hills.

Today to one who visits a first rate plan-
tation, "everything looks so well-ordered be-
cause of the roads, the spruce-looking factory,
the natty cooly lines, the running water laid
out, the electric supply for power and
domestic uses, the telephone, the tractors and
spraying machines that whisk past and most
important of all, the hospital maternity ward
and the schools that seem so apt-an answer
to the cry of social security we have learned to
recognise.
casual visitor take things for granted. The
aniazing thing is not that the casual visitor
fails to size up the decades of effort that have
gone into creating these exquisite units of
economic activity but that a ‘mature-minded
body like the Plaatation Enquiry Commission,

‘consisting of members npne of whom had any

plantation experience, should have taken so
many things' for granted and proceeded to
suggest measures that would wear the economy

“of our plantations to .a frazzle. The fact of

the matter is that it is necessary to recognise
cven while we live in the midst of leftist slogans
or industrial ; and no ideological obstacles
should be placed in their path. The man who

- saves and invests should be considered the real

friend of the country and nothing should be

done to discourage or penalise him. And

above all, the country is sorely in need of a
holiday from the bewildering spate of con-
tradictory statements and pronouncements of
Ministers and other high dignitaries.

And now suddenly we find we are short of
foreign exchange. We are short of capital.

Our plans were drawn up-on the easy assump- .

tion of foreign capital assistance. No one

This state of affairs makes-the

.psychology.

appears to have bothered to find out if foreign

‘capital is available and, if so, whether it would

choose to come to India. We do not seem to
know that there is a shortage of capital in the
world. In Germany, the rate of interest is as
high as 8%. England is a borrower. Japan
leans heavily on U. S. A. France has never
looked upon India as an investment field.-..
U.S. A. has innumerable priority "demands.

' She naturally prefers Canada, UK., Central

1

and South America to countries in Asia.

That we should be overtaken so suddenly by
a foreign exchange crisis in an age of planning,
is indeed a sorry reflection in our entire system
of planning' and the management of our
national finances. / '

We need foreign capital. We need it sorely.
But have we done anything to attract it?
International capital is adventurous and
mobile ; but it is also cautious. Unwise and .
intemperate statements of Ministers and poli-
ticians have done their best to scare away the
foreign investor. Our Government need to
learn the peculiar psychology of international
capital. We frequently hear it said * We
welcome foreign capital, but on our terms.”
This reveals complete ignorance of investors’
«No strings,” says the Govern-
ment. But ‘who attached strings? It is not
a question of whether they are willing to invest
with strings, but whether they are willing to
invest at all. It is time that India realised that
we must not bully a prospective foreign
investor. We must also realise that foreign
investors are not falling over each other trying
to enter the Indian investment market, that .
there is no queue of investors waiting outside
our door begging to be allowed to come in
and invest.”'

It is an old habit with a section of our
rather ill-informed press to abuse foreign
capital. They need to be reminded that our
Plan requires a large amount of foreign capital
assistance for its successful implementation -
and that anyone who scares it away (including
Ministers and politicians) is doing the country
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a distinct disservice. Our foreign friends have
been confused by a string of confusing state-
ments. Our Prime Minister said that private
enterprise would have *“ not only a very impor-
tant place but a respected place in the context
of the broad policies that we pursue.” Almost
simultaneously, an important Union Minister
said, with misplaced sarcasm, ‘I am not very
fond of the Private Sector > and still we expect
foreign countries to lend us money, to invest
_money heré. Our central taxation, our ﬁ§cal
Jaws, our jungle of sales tax laws, our quick-
changing industrial policy, our politically-
weighed labour policy, our soaring internal
prices, our high cost of internal transport, the
multitude of vexatious administrative controls,
the vast powers of control and regulation
vested in the bureaucracy, the bottlenecks
strewn all over the country, the chronic short-
ages, the over-hanging threat of nationalisa-
tion in many sectors of our economy—all these
must be swept away or their rigours reduced
before you can expect foreigners to invest in
India. .o .

For some years now, the Government have
been trying to propagate the view that the
successful completion of the Plan will be the
end of all our troubles and the solution of all
our problems. Slowly the country has begun
to feel that far from being the hope and solu-
tion of our difficulties and the dawn of a new
.era of prosperity, the Plan is the starting point
of a fresh crop of troubles and sufferings. We
are now asked to sacrifice, to tighten our belts,
to shed tears and to bear burdens..” The lot of
the present geperation assigned to it by the
Plan appears to be one of sufferings and tribu-
lations, of social dislocation. and economic
hardship. The new brave world of peace,
happiness and plenty will be witnessed only by
our grand-children, it seems.

The fact is that we have been imprisoned
within the massive walls of our own making—
the Plan. An unachievable Plan is constricting
us. It is imposing burdens, hardships and

sacrifices far bevond our capacity to bear. .

When many economists and prominent

businessmen warned the Government of the.

danger and the risks involved in going ahead
with the Plan, that was demonstrably beyond
the capacity of the country, the Government
and the politicians brushed them aside as
timid, unpatriotic people. And now it is the
turn of the Ministers and politicians to apolo-
gise and explain to the country, and as usual
. everyone is ‘‘ passing the buck.” Cornered,

e e i

strangled and almost thrown over by a _chronic
foreign exchange deficiency, a mounting un-
favourable ‘balance of payments position,
persistent inflation and the failure of the
planners® hope for foreign financial assistance,
Government spokesmen are looking around
frantically for scape-goats. We are now t_olg
that the foreign exchange crisis was * built in
in the Second Plan. The Planning Commis-
sion must, no doubt, be held responsible for its
own share ; but the Government having accept-
ed the Plan, having sworn by it all these years,
having propagandised it, must now, at least
have the courage to accept its own responsi-
bility in_the matter. ‘The Plan'is that of the
Government, and not merely of the Planning
Commission, and if that Plan is the cause of
trouble, the responsibility for it must be
manfully and courageously owned Dby the
Government themselves. .
What is the remedy? If the Plan is the
cause of our troubles, that Plan must l:{c
altered, amended, reduced or curtailed. Itis
for the Government to tell us what they
propose to do. The country’s feelings are
fully known to them. Independent public

_ men, and especially the business community,

have not hesitated to speak out their minds,
even at the risk of incurring official displeasure.
There are only two ways of doing this—either
increase the Plan period to 6 or 7 years. or
cut the size of the Plan to suit our limitations
and resources. -In the long run, they mean
the same thing. * Rephasing of p‘normes,:
going ahead with the * hard core of the Plan,

“some pruning of the Plan *—these are all
various political ways of saying the same
thing. You may adopt any of these fox:mplas
depending - upon your political compulsions
and the need for political appeasement ; but
the hard fact is that this huge unsupportable
Plan must be reduced in size as to conform

as nearly as possible to the country’s resources. -

The politician may clothe this fact in any
manner he likes. He may lay as thick a coat-
ing of sugar on this pill as he likes in order to
¢gel]” it to his constituents; but to the
businessman it just ‘means reduction in the
size of the Plan, which economic good sense
and wisdom have made necessary. -The Plan
was based on our economic vanity. It was
largely an expression of our vaulting economic
ambitions. Now let us make it the symbol of
reviving economic sanity. Let us not treat it
as a political propaganda tract. Let us elevate
it to the dignity of a cold and carefully con-
structed blue-print of economic progress.

WORLD OF BOOKS

1.OOK NOT UPON ME: By Denys Jones, —Price:
35c.—Original Publisher :  Criterion Books—A
Signet Book-—Published by The New American
Library, New York.

This is the usval suspenseful story of forbid-

den love in the bloody Mau-Mau country..

When someone object to the apparent over-

emphasis on sex in the epics like Homer’s:

‘Iliad* and the Indian Mahabharatha, the
report came that we will be inventing these
things in a more experienced manner if we had
no religious epics. This book justifies the report.
PAINT ON THEIR FACES : By Jerry Weil, A Signet

Book publishked by The American Library.. New

York—Price : 25c. -

This is, as the blurb says, an intimate story
of love, heartache and temptation of girls in a
big city. 1 sometimes wonder how much of
foreign dollar-exchange is Jost and how much

of foreign dollar exchange can be saved by

prohibiting the import of this type of books.’

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA
GANDMI: Vol. I. 1884 to 1896. Published by
the Director, Publications Dn. Delhi 8. Rs. 3.

The Government of India have planned to
publish * the collected works of Mahatma

Gandhi and this is the first volume of the"

series. This relates to the period 1884 to 1896,
the earliest period of Gandhiji’s Life. The
work of organising the collection of material
which forms an authentic history of India was
entrusted to the late Bharatan Kumarappa who
worked at this task with unsparing devotion till
death snatched him away just on the eve of
the publication of the Ist volume. Now the
rest of the volumes will appear under chief
-editorship of Sri Jairargdas Doulatram assis-
ted by a band of experienced editors. We
look forward with eagerness to the suceeding
volumes which will be of lasting benefit to
posterity. ,

INDIAN FINANCE ANNUAL 1957: 116, Lower

Circular Rd. Calcutta.

Year after year this Annual comes with new
features. In addition to the usual array of
informing articles by well-known writers, this
year’s annual denotes a special section to

* Industrial profiles where one gets pen-pictures

of some of the industrial units which help to
further the second Five-year Plan. Industria-
lists, Economists and even lay people who are
interested in India’s expansion of industry will
find this Annual very interesting, informing
and authoritative.

TAGORE’S CHITRANGADA : Translated by Biren-
dra Nath Roy. Sribhumi Publishing Company,
Calcutta 9. Rs. 3. ’ ' - : .
Readers are familiar with Tagore’s Chitra in

- Macmillans’ Indian Edition. That however,
is an abridged version of the original . in

Bengali. In Chitrangada the author offers a

complete and unabridged transiation of the

original, This is no easy task: to capture
the spirit of the poet’s fancy and give it a form
worthy of that fancy. Non-Bengali readers
have no right to judge the correctness or
otherwise of the translation.. But there is no
doubt they will readily enjoy the tasy, smooth
. flowing rendering in Birendra Nath Roy’s poetic
prose which seems as fitting as it is atfractive.

INDIAN PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES. By M,
Hirivanna, Kavyalaya Publishers. Mysore, Rs. 7-50.
The fifth collection of Prof. Hiriyanna’s

papers may be said to be a defimtive edition.

All except the last three papers have already

appeared in different jotirnals and publications ;

but advantage has been taken of the issue of
this edition to revise them in the light of his
own corrections, and the marginal notes left by

himhavebeenappropriately added as footnotes. .

Prof. Hiriyanna was a scholar as familiar
with contemporary European and American
thought as with the philosophy of the ancients.
His studies on the Problem of Truth and Error
as viewed by different Indian schools, his
analysis of the Advaitic conception of Time,
and the Place of Reason in Advaita, his inter-
pretation of Ramanuja’s Theory of Knowledge,
included in this volume, are rewarding. In
.the Definition of Brahman and other Essays
on thoroughly abstruse subjects the Professor
writes with Berkleyan ease and clarity.
CO-OPERATION IN FOREIGN LANDS. B. B.

Mamorija and R. D. SAXENA. Price Rs. Five.

Kitab Mahal, Publishers, Allahabad 3. -

This text book by the two eminent members
of the Department of Commerce, Maharana
Bupal College, Udaipur, is a welcome addition
to the category of such treatises meant to
help Post-Graduate Students in Universities
and Co-operative Institutions. It is complemen-
tary to the work on Co-operation in India,
England, Denmark, Ireland, Germany, and

‘Italy. The pioneers in most forms of co-opera-

tion receive exhaustive attention in the bulk
of the book. Accounts of France, Sweden,
U.S.S.R,, and China follow with a conclud- .
ing chapter on Palestine.
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PEACEFUL INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, THEIR
SCIENCE AND TECHNIQUE : By R.J. Soman.
Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad. Price
Rs. Four.

This is a doctorate thesis which deserves
careful study and calm consideration. The
attempt to apply Gandhian ethics to the insta-
ble relations of the Worker and the Capitalist
is analysed . and discussed and most helpful
suggestions are given. That the End can never
justify the Means is emphasised though the
long history of the struggle of the Labouring
Classes in England and India is of ‘Labour
Teaders won over the Employers and often

" ending up in the Gubernatorial Gadi or star-.

ting the Governmental Trade Union Congress-
as contrasted with the oriental or “ communis+
tically-inclined ”” Trade Union Congress. The
Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association was
and is a heroiv attempt to translate Gandhian
Ideology into’ Direct Action and the success

achieved cannot be brushed aside as meagre -

" -ornot likely to be lasting, The quotations
from Gandhi’s writings are apt and impressive.
The great merit of the book s, it is thought-

_ provoking, clear-cut without being rigid, and
fluid without being ambiguous or vague.

INDIAN ECONOMICS YEAR BOOK. 1957-58.
Kitab Mahal, Allahabad. ‘Price Rs. 2.50.

This is a comprehensive compilation full
of information about India. Starting with a
descriptive factual background on the Land
and the People, natural resources, Five-year

Plans, Agriculture, Land Reforms, Co-opera- .

tion, Power Community- Projects, Industry,
Industrial Finance, Labour and Welfare,
Railways
Foreign Trade, Currency and Exchange, Bank-
ing, Insurance, Public Finance, all receive
" brief but adequately proportional treatment
- culminating naturally in probing the Combined

inter-related Problems of National Income,

Foreign Aid and the Second Plan. The book
is very very cheap for the wealth .of informa-
tion contained in it. -

THE INDIAN FINANCIAL SYSTEM: By O. K.
Ghosh, Price Rs. Five. Kitab Mahal. Allahabad.

Mr. Accountant-General  Ghosh of the
Uttar Pradesh State has fully utilised his
varied experience as Accounts Officer and
Under Secretary and Deputy Secretary and

* Special . Officer in the Planning Commission
~and Department. of Economic Affairs to

and Transport Communications,

produce a brilliant monograph. He has
clearly analysed the relations between the
Centre and the States, described lucidly
the Budgets explained the scope, purpose and
necessity of Audit, and properly concluded
with a passionate and reasoned plea for a

reorientation of Policies and Personnel Recruit- -

ment.

HOW IPASSED I A. S. EXAMS: By R. K.

Mishra, I. A. S. Price Rs. Five. Kitab Mahal,
Publishers, Allahabad. )

This is.a racy narrative purporting to be the
account of how a brilliant graduate passed
the Indian Administrative Service Examination
held in October 1956 and from unemploy-
ment passed into employment in India’s ablest
Service. - The sub-titles are as sparkling as the
old silent film sub-titles like From Wavering
to Decision, From Decision to Preparation, to
Written Test, to Personality Test, to Medical
Test, to Medical Re-Test etc. Humorous side-
lights on his being jilted when -unemployed
and overpowered with offers from parents of
marriageable daughters after his results were
announced, and the Macaulayan confidence
with which he prescribed reconstitution of the

Interview Board etc. make the book a ripper.

BEL AMI : By Guy De Mauapassant, Jaico Publishing
House, Imperial Bank Lane, Mount Road, Madras-
Rs. 3. .

Bel Ami is the nickname giver_lvto Georges’
Duroy, the principal .character in the novel

. of old time Paris by a master craftsman. It

is the story of a City Vagabond who climbs
through devious ways from obscurity to a
position of power and influence as a journa-

list. Early in his career he discovered that

the quickest way to success lay through women
and the unscrupulous use of them to serve
his own ends. This he set about to achieve
by questionable means, often cautious and
some times brutal. Starting with amorous-
adventures with street girls he contrives to
entice society women through whom he gets to
the top of the profession.  His intimate love
affairs with Miss Marelle and Mrs. Walter and
subsequent marriages with the scholarly Mrs.
Foresteer and preity Suzannce make a colour-

ful background of an exciting story told with .

gripping interest, such as only Maupassant
could do.

INDIANS OUTSIDE INDIA

S: AFRICA ,
- INDIANS IN DURBAN

A considerable number of people of Indian
origin will be affected, especially in Durban,

, where they areengaged in the textile industry
.as a result of the reported decision of the
' South African Government to reserve all skilled

jobs in that industry for White workers,
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru told the Lok Sabha on
February, 11. .

Replying to Mr. S. N. Das and others,
Mr. Nehru said apart from people of Indian
origin, Africans and others who- were non-
White workers would also be affected.

Earlier, Mr. Sadath Ali Khan, Parliamentary
Secretary to the External Affairs Minister,
informed the House that the Government of
India had seen Press reports to the effect that
the South African Government had decided to
reserve all skilled jobs in the cloth industry for
White workers. Since there was no Indian
mission in South Africa it was not possible to
obtain any factual information as to how many
Indian workers would be affected if the South
African Government’s decision was fully
implemented.

" Answering supplementaries, Mr. Sadath Ali

Khan said it was reported that the South .
African Government had decided to reserve all

skilled jobs in the cloth industry for White
workers. : '

Mr. Nehru replied that the people affected,
though of Indian origin were South African
nationals, and not Indian nationals. Therefore,
India did not come into the picture in the strict

- legal sense. Moreover, in a matter of this kind

we do not want detailed particulars through
any other Government.”

He added there *“are no Indians in South
Africa, not a single one. They are people of
Indian origin.” K

Mr. Nehru made it clear, that the welfare of
people of Indian descent in South Africa was
the concern of the South African Governmept.

He added that the steps we have taken to

. .ameliorate their conditions are public steps in

the U.N. and elsewhere. “I do not know of
any other step we can take except declare war
on South Africa which we do not prepose.” -

BURMA - '
: INDIANS IN BURMA :

Indian residents in Burma have appealed
last month to Mr. Nehru and U Nu, Burma’s
Premier, on behalf of the poorer members of
their community who are finding it difficult
to meet the new increased charges for foreig-
ners registration. : ‘

. The previous charge of Rs. 25 a year has
been raised to Rs. 50. This charge is levied
on each foreigner above the age of 18, so that
the head of a family with several dependents -
has to meet a heavy bill. ) '

Immigration officials there point out that
Burma is generous in its treatment of foreign-
ers. For example registration fees are charged.
only for persons above the age of 18.

The Burmese Government has issued . a
““ stern warning ”’ to those foreigners who have
failed to register themselves as required by the
Foreigners Registration Rules. ’

An official communique advised foreigners
to register themselves by the end of May this
year in Burma proper and by the end of July
in the States, failing which, the Government
would be constrained to resort *to deportation
as provided in the Act. | '
CEYLON .

FUTURE OF CEYLON INDIANS

The early settlement of the vexed Indo-
Sinhalese problem relating to the future status
of nearly one million persons of Indian origin
in Ceylon is one of the main topics on the
agenda of the annual conference of Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (the ruling party) which will be
held this month. ,

The resolution on the Indo-Sinhalese pro-
blem sponsored by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Solomon-Bandaranaike, reads as follows :

“ Early steps should be taken to secure’a
solution to the Indo-Ceylon problem.”

The issue has been kept away from political
platforms since Premier Bandaranaike assumed
power 20 months ago. Though the problem
figured prominently in Mr. Bandaranaike’s
election manifesto it was not taken up until
Mr. R. G. Senanayake, Minister for Commerce
and Trade, (who joined Bandaranaike’s Gov-
ernment on the assurance that the Indo-
Sinhalese problem would be solved) raised it
with the Prime Minister recently. ,

The same group last month protested against
the extension of even National Provident Fund
benefits to Indians.



' DIARY OF THE MONTH

Feb. 17. Eisenhower’s letter to Bulganin re.
East-West Summit Conference.
—Railway Budget for 1958-59 is presented in
A Parliament.
Feb. 18. Egypt’s ultimatum to Sudan for
surrendering disputed areas near Red Sea.
Feb. 19.. Sudan turns down Egypt’s protest.

Feb. 4. Japan & India sign re. the former’
. mer’s —JI
Yon crednto Tnti, ' fl;:ei :;k:idC&Zg;:ss to vote § 3942 m for

;53?0‘1 celebr:'ates.her Inde.pendence Day. Feb. 20. Lok Sabha accepts Chagla report on
eb. 5. Hoghl-Mmh, President of Viet Nam L.I.C.’s investments.
arriv i
o ;es in New I?CIPI- / ' —Sudan refers dispute with Egypt to UN
eb. s U1\/II\Ios§cuw invites Mr. Dag Hammark-  Security Council. ‘ .
oe .N. -
JM ecreta;y Gene.ral. . Feb. 21. Jak§rta applies Blockade against
——C r.t BI. K. Das is appointed’ Minister jn - Sumatra.
e be; ral Cabinet of l.’akistan. —Sudan arrests 50 Egyptians inside the Suda«
eb. 7. U.S. Troops in Japan withdraw. . nese border. ‘
Feb. 8. French aircraft bombs Algerian bor- Feb. 22. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is
der village. | ‘ dead. |

Feb. 9. Tunisia ‘decides to appeal to U.N, —Mr. Nasser is officially proclaimed as Presi- -
re. France’s action. dent of United Arab Republic.,

Feb. 1. America’s first artificial moon is
floated in space. '

Feb. 2. Egypt & Syria form United ‘Arab
~ Republic. o o~
Feb. 3. Mr. Bulusu Sambamurti is dead. -

—White House (U.S. A.)  rejects Bu]ganin’; :
letter re. Summit Conference.

Feb. 10. President Prasad addresses the joint Feb.23. Mr. Bhuvananda Das, congress

session of Parliament at New Delhi. leader of Orissa is dead.
Feb. .11. ‘King Zahir Shah of Afganistan Feb. 24. Col. Nasser arrives in Damascus.
arrives in New Delhi, —Both Houses of Parliament adjourn.as a
Feb. 12 Sti T. T. Krishnamachari the Fin. ~ mark of respect to the latc Maulana Abul
~ ance Minister resigns. ' Kalam Azad.. '
Feb. 13. Yemen decides to join Federal Unjon —Huge damage in P athaskot blast resulting
of Egypt and Syria. -~ . | _ in 26 deaths and many injured. :
Feb. 14. Iraq and Jordon form Federation.
—Sardar Abdur Rahim Nishtar, President of
Pak Muslim League is dead.

Feb. 25. Massing of French Troops along
Algerian—Tunisian frontier is reported.
—Coastal Reservation Act for Indian Shipping

Feb. 15. Sumatra rebels proclaim a new inde- 1S extended by another two years. ° :

pendent Governmient for Indonesia.

—Yemen joins United Arab Republic (Egypt
and Syria). - '

Feb. 26 India and West-Germany sign a pact
deferring for 3 years India’s payment re-
Rourkela plant. o

Feb. 15: I"ur"ge in East Germany results in Feb. 27. India and U.S.A. issue a joint state
the dismissal of top officials of the Govt. ment for closer economic co-operation

~—Sir Malcolm Darling’s Report on Co-o ‘ i ‘
‘ - -opera- Feb. 28. Pandit Neh in
tive Movement in India is published, Lok Sabha, ? "1 presents the B'udget "
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WHY HE PREFERS INDIA ?

Like Haldane, the Scientist; Hilton Brown
the retired civilian prefers to spend his last
days in India. One reason is that new India
is full of hope and he loves to live among for-
ward looking men. The other is the fascina-
tion exercised by the religion and arts of the
country. He is by no means religious-minded,
he says in his reminiscences, published serially
in the Hindu of Madras. Itis customary with
the Christian British, “to inveigh against the
Hindu religion for its grotesque imagery, its
drastic taboos and disciplines, its fantastic
rites and stories.” ‘

But the stories of all religions are fantastic;
indeed religion is itself a fantastic " aspect of

human thought ; the more fantastic, the more ‘

credible—if once you can believe in it at all.
I am sure that if I were a religious man I

- should have no use for rational religions ; the -

sterile balance-sheets of Buddhism (though

"admittedly more sensible than the “ damned- .

for-eternity >’ of the Christians) would leave
me cold. As I have said, I disclaim any know-
ledge of Hinduism, but the impression with
which it leaves me is one of warmth and a

* vague intangible beauty. I like living with such

an. impression even if T cannot put it into
words. It is the impression of something old
and hallowed, beautiful in its very vagueness.
Need I say that with, the modern iconoclasts
who would destroy it I have no sympathy
atall? : .

At all events it has expfesséd itself in a
beauty which is by no means vague and which
is perfectly tangible—as tangible as chiselled

~ stone.

_ It may seem a strange thing for a man

without religion to say of himself, but the fact

remains that I can draw a pleasure from a

" half-hour spent in one of the.older Hindu

temples which has nothing to do with the
aesthetic- pleasure drawn from their superb

proportions, their exquisite carving and‘their-

communication .of thé¢ devout labour, the
devout satisfaction of a great and ageless com-
pany of human beings. (What it has to do with
T just don’t know and couldn’t tell you per-
haps I am not after all so irreligious as I sup-

18

. pose.) I would not go into a European church

or cathedral except merely as a sightseer to -
admire the arehitecture and the murals; but I
like, I positively like, to stro 1 through the

‘Nataraja Temple at Chidambaram or to go

round the outer courts at Tiruvannamalai or -
to sit for a while in the Kanaka Sabhai at
Perur, or indeed to visit some much less distin-
guished slirine such as
Devarabetta or Jaikunda. Great and small,
I get something out of them—1I don’t "quite
know what.”” : ' ‘

Perhaps it is that there is something about

“the massiveness, the profusion of these places . -

that makes one proud of the human race and -
more confident of its survival. r

«“Ydo not in my own godlessness under-
stand but ‘I can ncnetheless admire a- people
whose stupefying devotion—unaided by machi-’
nery unaided by anything except primitive
tools and their own ten fingers—produced
these colossal results. It is monsense to say
that the work was done by slave labour or pri-
soners of war ; one has only to glance at it to
be assured that it was done by individual
craftsmen and artists whose labour was of love.
Nobody skimped, nobody “ went slow.” They
must have felt an intense pride and an intense
satisfaction in the finished work, and I vica-
riously feel it now.”

That is another reason, he says, why he
lives in India. :

THE SOUTH POLE

Sir Edmund Hillary, joint conqueror of
Mount Everest, is the first man to reach the
South Pole by the overland route since Capt.
Scott in 1912. The American team were
already there having reached.the Pole the easy
way by flying. Sir Edmund and his team of
four New Zealanders had to trek "over a
thousand miles through snow and ice to reach
the Pole. His duty was mainly to set down,
supply depots for the British team and he was
to stay waiting for the leader Dr. Vivian Fuchs
on reaching Base 700. But finding Dr. Fuch’s
party delayed by heavy weather Hillary made
a dash on his own and reached the Pole. )

“

Komaramalai or
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'GANDHIJI-TEN YEARS AFTER

Francis Watson, writingin the New States,
man, asks how much in the frankness and
friendliness of the British ‘Prime Minister’s

recent reception in India is owed to the man

who was killed in New Delhi just ten yearts
, ago. One thing is certain, he says’:

“ Candhi had the chance, and was urged

from many quarters, to make one final-and .

supreme act of protest on the issue of parti-
- tion. He could bave blamed the British for
the ‘parting kick .of imperialism,” and his words

,would have carried all overa land already -

dangerously inflamed. This Gandhi declined
to do. " Not only did he announce positively
that the transfer of power to two national
authorities was the responsibility of the Con-
- gress and Muslim League leaders, He had
already advised Lord Mountbatten in the

strongest terms that if partition had to come:

it would be a grave mistake to let it even
appear to come from Britain. What sort of
political opportunism, what kind of Hindu
shrewdness, was that? > -

That last phase of Gandhi's life does not
answer the nagging question whether he was
a man of religion or a man of politics except
_to show that his own insistence on the
possibility of being both was at least genuine.

“In" the tradition of politics 'he should
have become his country’s first Piesident, or
perhaps. its dictator. In the tradition of
sainthood, he should have retired to some
Himalayan cave.” By doing neither he almost
compels us to pay attention to himself, to look
- again at the idealistic polity that he advoca-
ted with quixotic presistence, to drop the
cliches and the preconceptions and start again
with him, if need be at the beginning.”

Although as a  politician Gandhi seemed
always to be pressing the British farther and
~ faster than they were prepared. to go. He
often said that he would rether wait than" get
the wrong kind of independence or get itin
the wrong way. ,

- The revolution—his sort‘of revolutton—-
was_more important to him than its pohhcal
goal and therefore he upset people, in India

and in Britain, who saw the goal but had other -

plans of reaching it either more or less
+ stitutional.’
assurance more than the constitutional fact,

¢ con-

He wanted the psychological

(‘He wasn’t interested in constitutions,” said

Lord Halifax, who as Lord Irwin both fought
him and made peace with him.) It was the
shock-the-rapy of feeling free’ that he pre-
scribed. But for India’s ills he also pres-

cribed action, exercise, all his own carefully

considered and. dehberately tested moral equi-
valents of war.”

The wrong kind of independence was for
Gandhi (partition aside) something very like
what India finally and inevitably attained—the

. modern western concept of the nation-state.
But it

“‘This is one measure of his failure.
must be recognised, first, that he had to com-
pete with violent extremlsts on the one hand
and the well-to-do westermsed politicians on
the other, neither of whom would have made
a more satisfactory ‘ Indian * job of it if they
had succeeded alone, secondly, that he -was
consistent enough to dissociate himself from
the final exercise of power and to’ criticise it
frankly; -and thirdly that his influence on
lndependent India, even if seen as a compro-
mise, has been of great sxgmﬁeance -

Even so, who can say whrch way the pattern
of forces might finally have moved into
balance without the catastrophic interruption
of ‘World War II?
Gandhi’s shrewdness, but none of the answers
are really simple.

“ The spinning-wheel was a mystlc symbol,
like the Buddhist Wheel of the Law. It was
also a device (like St. -Anthony’s basket-weay-
ing) for the stilling of worldly thoughts and
desires. But it was primarily a direct assault
upon a concrete problem, the semi-employed
poverty of a peasantry that had lost its cottage-
crafts. An hour before his assassination in
New Delhi, arrangements had been made for
his departure next day for his rural headquar-
ters at Wardha, in the middle of India, there
to propose the revitalisation of his ¢ construc-
tive programe *—thé revival of village indus-
tries, rural hygiene, basic education, the uplift
of outcasts and of tribal people and of women,
the campaign for prohibition, the service of

lepers, and all the many other well-nurtured .

growths that for Gandhi hxrnself meant nation-
hood.”

The Hindu mind, attuned to flux and pro- |

cess, does not readrly accept either the mlllen-
nium or the apocalypse.

Simplicity - underlay
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“ Gandhi believed that he was on the right
road, but only at the beginning of it, even in
India. When the .Congress Party differed

- with him in 1940, it protested that it was a
. political institution pledged to win Indian.

independence, not an institution for organising
world peace. His ideas and practice of non-

. violence gave Gandhi a world status, but his

experiments, big as théy were, were in a limited
field, a spemallsed sitnation. Those who since his
death bave tried in other situations to repeat
his experiments (there is evidence from several
countries) have found that they are in no
sense an easy way out, and that the genius of
leadership is both necessary and rare. But at
least, in these days of radical questioning.
Gandhi provides a point of reference. The

starry-eyed have been Jomed by a practical .

craftsman

" PAKISTAN POLITICS

'ADescribing the recent political  chariges in
Pakistan as * dramatic,” signifying the unex-
pected, the Round Table says that even a

' chameleon cannot change its colours so easily.

and so frequently as the Republicans have
done. But the other parties show no better
record either.

‘“When the Republican Party Was formed
early last year, its raison d’etre was enough in
the role it was to play.in safeguarding. One
Unit, of which it was to act as the custodian
and make it a-going concern. But within

underwent a complete metamorphosis with
regard to its self-allotted task. It willingly,

_ even- keenly, entered into an agreement with
the National Awami Party for the disinteg- -

ration of One Unit and the creation in its
place of a Zonal Federation of autonomous
units based on linguistic divisions of the
province of West Pakistan.  The sole object

- of the Republicans in taking such a drastic

stép was to ‘incapacitate the Muslim League
from ousting their Ministry in the very pro-
vince which they had bargained to dismember.
But the Muslim League itself was prepared
to enter into a similar agreement with the
N.A.P., and it was merely a case of first come

" first served i

. The . Awamr-League Repubhcan coalition
weakened by interenecine intrigues and

- Jockeying for power among its two consti-

tuents ”* was now crumbling.

)

-at the Centre.
“their differences with Mr. Suhrawardy. They

Having successfully weathered the storm
in the West Pakistan province, the Republi-
cans concentraied on repairing their position
They could not patch up

could not relish, either, the prospect of
being thrown out of office. So they took
another somersault and entered into a coali-

‘tion with the Muslim League, and on Octo-

ber 18 the new Central Government, headed
by Mr. 1. 1. Chundrigar, was sworn in.”

The terms which the Republicans accepted
for coalescing with the Muslim League were
diametrically cpposed to what they had promi-
sed to the N.A.P, and were in flagrant viola-.
tion of their past commitments.

“Subsequent to the passage of the One
Unit disintegration resotution by the West
Pakistan Assembly, the Muslim League found
it advisable to pass a resolution, at its Dacca
session, favouring the retention of One Unit,.
at least until after the first general etectrons
have been held. The issue was- then to be
decided by the newly chosen representatives -
of the people. The Republicans, on the other,
hand, had pledged themselves to bring about
the dismemberment of One Unit even before
the end of the present year and certainly, in
any event, before the general elections. Now
they forgot all about it and not only agreed
with the League to shelve the issue for the
present, but also surrendered on the electorate
question.”

“The Mushm League, being a ‘sectarian

. ! : t rty, had allalong advocated separate
seventeen mounths of its formatioy the party - political party s par

electorate throughout the country.”

“ But the Republicans had finally committed -
themselves to joint electorate when they voted
in the National Assembly early last year for -
amending the Electorate Act-of 1956 so that
joint electorate may be introduced in West
Pakistan as well. Even a chameleon cannot
change its colours so easily and so frequently
as the Republicans have done.

One of the major difficulties that confront
the country is that no Single party can by
itself form a government erther at the Centre
or in the provinces, A

“ Since none of them has really been consi-
stent in adhering to its own policies and
programmes—usually set out in high-sounding
manifestoes—each move of one seeking to
coalesce with the other brings in fresh compli-
cations. Wildest promises are made in the
most cavalier fashion and, if expedxent un-

" hesitatingly disregarded.” : . .
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CHANGING BRITAIN

. We _have seen the shifts in the structure of
the British upper-class and. upper middle-class

consequent on the Industrial Revolution which-

produced the new rich who have more fortunes
in trade and manufacture. But the majority
of the British Nation the industrial workers—

‘have also undergone a striking transformation

in the last twenty years. - Britain has been
moving, says T. R. Fyvel in the New Leader,
“ from the historic society of cultural contrasts
between middle-class and working-class life,

towards a ‘new society with only a single

- culture and fairly fluid income brackets. The
advance is reflected by a new look in the
British Jandscape. '

“ Travelling through Britain today, one sees
continuous, sprawling colonies of well-built,
well-planned and monotonously mass-produced
small houses. These are the so-called * Coun-
cil Estates,” put up by local authorities with

subsidies from local and State taxation and-

designed mainly for working-class families.
With their surrounding of poster-lined roads,
factories, Cinemas and filling stations, these
Estates form a large part of the new landscape

~decried as “ Subtopia.” .

Over two million Council Houses have been
built since the war alone, and roughly one
working-class household in four today lives on
such an Estate. Every second household has
television, almost one in five a car or motor-

" cycle. And these proportions must increase.

Here we have a social change which is deci--

.. sive. That is * class’ is7going out and ““ income
- bracket” is taking its place. One can see the
change reflected in the sale of consumer goods.

“ The leading chain stores, which do an
"enormous volume of business, are as smoothly
efficient as their American counterparts, and
- their customs and goods—especially in
women’s and men’s fashions—are emphatically
“classless.” '

But the most profound effect of the socijal
levelling has shown itself in mass entertain-'
- ments and communications. In terms of buying
newspapers, for instance “‘the British easil
lead the world with 660 newspapers bought
each day per 1,000 inhabitants. The London
Daily Mirror, at once tabloid and intellec-
tually radical, with Richard Crossman as
political commentator, -has a circulation
of 4.5 million; Lord Beaverbrook’s Daily
. Express has 4 million. Among Sunday

© munist Party,
“inspiration the Manifesto was issued in Mos-

papers, the News of the World sells close to
7 million copies a day, the illustrated Sunday
Pictorial over 5 million. (To some extent these
figures are boosted because the papers are
bought for their betting pages—for news about
the football pools, in which 30.40 per cent of
all households take part, and about horse-and
dog-racing.) ,

These popular papers are becoming more
and more like daily magazines, featuring cele-
brity stories, gossip columns and especially
women’s fashion and household pages.

“ Meanwhile, extremely well-produced week-
lies like IVoman and Woman’s Own, with
circulations respectively of 3.2 and 2.5 million,
are now among the top-earning journals.

In the last tew years, television has also ex-
panded enormously—there are three times
more sets in Britain than in al]l Continental
Europe—with commercial television expanding
alongside the BBC and drawing an advertising
revenue - of $ 150 million a year, and with

television stars reflecting an unprecedented cult -

of the personality.”
In all this expanded popular culture, Ameri-
.can influences are strong. .
A QUESTION OF PROTOCOL
Soviet Land, the official publication of the
Information Department of " the Russian
Embassy in India, carried along with its normal

issue of December 20, 1957 a lengthy Supple- *

ment. It contains among other things the
Manifesto of the Communist and Workers
fa(;ties, including the Communist Party of
ndia. \ :
- Granted there is no difference betwéen the
Russian Government and the Russian Com-
under whose auspices and

cow. It may also be argued that the position
of the Russian Communist Party vis-a-vis ‘the

-Russian Government is not dissimilar to that

of the Indian National Congress which provides
the personnel of the Government of India. But
what strikes us as odd says Thought, is the -
propriety of the Russjan Embassy’s venture in
publicizing a’ clearly political and partisan
document on Indian soil. ,

“To the extent the document is signed and
subscribed to by the Communist Party of India,
it is a document of an opposition party. We
do not think the Indian Embassy in Russia has

.been guilty of disseminating in. Russia any "

resolution or declaration by - the Indian
National Congress. At the same time it would
be unthinkable that the Muslim League in’

~
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Pakistan, which was until some time ago the
Government of Pakistan, would be permitted
to issue through the Pakistan Embassy in New
'Delhi any document which might have on it
‘the signature of the Muslim League in India.
Or, to take another instance, the West German
Government, which is Christian in character
and also perhaps in inspiration, would not be
well advised to issue. through its New Delht
Embassy a document which had the not-
altogether impossible public endorsement by

the Christians in India should the latter come

to have a political party of their own.”

. PAK WITHDRAWAL FROM
BAGHDAD PACT

The Manchester Guardian  spggests that
Pakistan’s withdrawal from the Baghdad Pact
and the South-East Asia ‘Treaty Organisation
might be an effective way of helping to solve
the dispute between India and Pakistan over

shmir. . o )
Kz}‘ The Indians have long argued that Pakis-
tan completely altered the relations between

the two countries by joining the Baghdad Pact

and SEATO,” says the Guardian. -
. “ Since then they have declared a.plebxscxte
(for Kashmir) to be out of the question.
. < Suppose the Pakistan Government were to
‘ask them what their attitude would be if it
withdrew from the alliances 2 The question
is‘not as desperate as it may seem. Member-
ship, in Pakistan, is generally seen and defen-
ded by politicians as a defence not against
Russia but against India: Both organisations
could probably survive without Pakistan; if
not (inspite of what Mr. M_acmﬂlan and Mr.
Noon have said in Karachi) last month the
Baghdad Pact at least would be no great foss.
Its main contribution so far to the defence of
the Middle East against Communism has been
to give the Soviet Union an easy opening in
Fgypt and Syria, and to make almost every
other Arab Government unstable.

« LYVING IN SPACE”

‘A successful U. S. Test of “Living in
Space” was made in February (1958) at San
Antorio (Texas). For Mr. Donald Farrel,
23-years-old American airman, “ returned to
earth” on February 16 after a week in a sealed
cabin to test mental and physical conditions of
supposed flight to the moon. _

He smiled broadly and was apparently none
the worse for the confinement during which he
was able to see nothing but some instruments

- space flight.

and h‘earrnothing but his own voice. The

‘cabin was three feet by five feetin size.,

Farrell was greeted by Senate 'majority
leader, Mr. Lyndon Johnson of Texas, as he
climbed out of the cabin. Senator Johnson, .
the chief proponent of the Congressional panel
on space problems, shook Farrell’s hand and
said “ you have contributed much.”

Farrell told a Press conference later that he
was now ready and willing to take part inan
actual trip to the Moon. L

He said he felt “a little tired” after his
seven-day * flight > but the only change in his
condition that he knew of was a loss of four

ounds in weight. )

P 1 was kegt busy enougli that I did not
have time to think of any personal discom-
fort,” he said. At no time . did he feel any
fear such as might be experienced on an actual

The thing Mr. Farrell missed during the
seven days was a cigarettee and the strangest
sensation ”” ““that 1 could not whistle. - I
guess it was because of the altitude.”

Major General Otis Benson (Junior), Com-
mandant of the Randalf School of Aviation.
‘presented him with "a special medal of com-
mendation and read several congratulatory.
telegrams to him. . A .

Among them was one from 'Gen. Curtis
Lemay, Air Force Chief of Staff, who_ said
that Farrell’s contribution would be of *“ incal-
culable value to the Air Force and to the
nation in the coming space operations.” )

Doctors have been amazed at the wayin
which Farrell remained cheerful, interested and
alert practitally throughout the seven day test-
long enough for a rocket to go to the moon
and return to earth, . ‘

Lt. Col. George Steinkamp, head of the pro-
ject, said that the six foot airman’s experience
in a cabin barely large enough to stand up and
lie down in proves that a human being could
stand many of the rigours of a space flight. .

SEARCH FOR TRUTH

“One of the things which universities do
continually is to unsettle people, to challenge
their prejudices and assumptions, and to try to

instil into them the desire to search for truth
wherever it may take them. We who work in
universities think that is a good thing, on the
whole. We think young people are tough-
enough to withstand challenges, and to deal -
with them effectively.”

Bfuce Miller, Professor of quitics at Leicester Unf- .
versity, speaking in the BBC’s Midland Home Servxce.“ o
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IS MOTHER NECESSARY?

The, Medical Press (Britain) suggests in an
editorial that mother’s apron strings may be
tied too tight for too long. ) .

No idea in medicine, it says, has spread so
widely and so rapidly as the concept that a
child may suffer psychologically if taken away
from its mother, even for a short time.

The theory is used ““as san unanswerable
argument against the divorce of couples who
have nothing in' common but their quarrels.’

“It has opened hospital gates'to parents

" whose children are ill and has closed the doors

of unurseries 1o children whose parents are
well. '

But in fact, says the article, evidence of
lasting harm from children being separated
from their parents is extremely hard to
come by. ‘

The British
of the BM.A., goes even further.
it says, are not irreplaceable.

* Grannies,” ‘‘pannies,” and even foster-
parents particularly if they take the child
within a few weeks of birth, can provide all
lt.l}e mother-love needed for a secure and happy
ife.

A specialist discussing the effect of a
mother’s death in child-birth says :.

‘““ Every child needsa warm and personal
relationship to a mother-figuré. Though the
mother herself is the usual mother-figure she’
is not invariably the best one.”

This love can be given by a suitable substi-
tute mother. Providing there are no compli-
cations such as the father blaming the child
for the mother’s death, the child can grow up
guite normally..

. SAINT TYAGARAJA

“At such a time when we seek to bring
about a cultural renaissance by restoring our
arts to their classical purity our thoughts

Mothes,

. naturally turn to our musical heritage,” says

Mr. E. M. J. Vennigoor writing in a recent
issue of Sunday Standard. The heavy hand of
time and all the holocausts of foreign domina-
tion could neither mar nor stale the highest
traditions of carnatic music; and we have it
Why ? what
indeed is the secret of this immunity, the
power that sustained its influence when all else
fell to evil days ?. The writer gives the following

answer.

TI}c an§wcf seems to be that Carnatic music
had invariably been a religious exercise, that it

’Medical Journal, official organ .

bad for its fountainhead saints of the stature
of Tyagaraja, and that its devotees would not
stoop to dilute its grandeur for cheap popula-
rity and worldly gains, , N
Of course, the princes and nobles weré there
to patronise the art, but no art could thrive on
‘worldly patronage alone, much less a highly
classical form, unless it has an appeal for the
deeper elements in the common people.
’ It. must, therefore, be interesting to cast
a glimpse into the lives of the great savants,
the composers, exponents and patrons who

- bequeathed to us this splendid legacy, to re-

member the strange episodes of their lives that

gave birth to the keertans we sing today, to -

note how they reacted to circumstances that
challenged their honour and ideals, to assess,
above all, the exalted values that their lives
and kritis symbolise. o

In the phraseology of Carnatic music, three
of its greatest composers, Tyagaraja, Dikshitar
and Syama Sastri, are usually spoken of as
Trimurthy, which is as much to say, the
Trinity.

Let us begin with Tyagaraja, the first of the
trinity, and the greatest name in the apnals of
Carnatic music. He was not just a composer
as composers are understood today, but a poet,
singer, mystic and saint. In fact, the entire
world of South Indian music reghrds him as
an avatar, an incarnation of a divine, spark,

and worship him as such with musical offerings *
Aat his samadhi beside the holy Cauvery.

It is said Thyagaraja composed over 24,000
keertans just like Ramayana which contains
24,000 slokams. But only 505 keertans are

now available and sung by votaries of Carnatic

music. } 4
Besides these hymns, Tygaraja composed two

- operas, Nowkacharitham and Prahladabhaktha

Charitham, and also certain groups of compo-

_sitions called Ulsavaprabandhas, ' intended

primarily for singing on certain. deities during
specific festivals.

It is needless to repeat that the compositions
of Tyagaraja, simple, sweet and expressive of
the profoundest devotion and the highest spiri-
tual experiences denote the high water-mark in
the annals of South Indian music.

These indeed are the most cherished among
musical compositions of the South, and consti-
tute thus the very core of a people’s cultural
heritage. As a man, the universality of his

* genius is .astounding, and a saint, he has

tasted the very bliss of sayujya through nado-
pasana. - o

/
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INCOME TAX IN U.S.A.

“ There was no general income tax in.the
United States until 1862, says The Individualist.
And the rates of taxation during the Civil
War, the most desperate emergency in American
history, were unbelievably mild by modern
standards : 3% on incomes from $ 600 to
$ 10,000, and moderately progressive rates
above § 10,000. The whole idea of a tax on
income was thrown out of the window in 1872
as inconsistent with the American ideal of
unlimited personal opportunity. An attempt
to levy at 2% tax on income’ in 1894 was
declared unconstitutional. Only after the pas-
sing of the sixteenth amendment to the Consti-
tutiofi in " 1913 was the principle of the federal
income tax firmly imbedded in the U.S. fiscal
system.” . '

THE NEW FERMENT IN AMERICA

A writer in The Hindustan Times observes
that, in a sense, the past year has been a year
of failures for the U.S. and in another it has
been a year of deep heart-searching. .

““ The Soviet earth satelfites sent the U.S.
into a tither from which it has not yet recover-
ed. Americans discovered the shortcomings
of theireducational system and are now hell-
bent to remedy them. But in more senses
than one, American society is in a ferment.

- McCarthyism was dead in the U.S, long before

the man after whom the idea was named, died.
But it has taken some time—and two Soviet
eatth statellites—to jerk the Americans back to
reality. ‘
- There is a move to reconsider the sad case of
Dr. Oppenheimer. .

¢ The army voluntarily moved to reconsider
the cases of enlisted men who had bten dis-
‘banded as security risks. Teachers, who were
once the least paid and most forgotten men,
are now getting a little attention from top
brass. Colleges and universities are due to get

. additional aid to the tune of a couple of billion

dollars.”

America may not regain totally the power
and the prestige all over the world that she en-
joyed in the immediate post-war years.

““But_ she is at least making an honest, if
somewhat agonizing reappraisal of her policies,
both domestic and international. Writing on

" this, Mr. Stewart Alsop, one of the best known
.and frequently-quoted columnists, said: “ One
thing at least is certain. Circumstances them-

, selves are forcing a drastic recasting.”

RUSSIAN DRIVE IN PAKISTAN

143

‘‘ For the first time Soviet Embassy person-

nel are leaving their compound to join clubs
and foster helpful social contacts with Pakis-

tanis, says the New York Times in its issue -

_dated January 31.
statements on agriculture and food have evok-
ed keen interest in Prime Minister Malik Firoz

‘Khan Noon, who is a wealthy landlord and -

considered an expert on farming. Both men
have discussed waterlogging, land reclamation
and irrigation.

The question of steel mill has also been
received with great interest here.
bitter controversy on whether to have a steel
mill nearly split the cabinet because Finance
Minister Amjad Ali thought the country could
not afford such a project. United States fore-
ign aid officials supported this view. Their
stand has caused dissatisfaction with the
United States for failing to assist Pakistan.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Albert Guerard of the Stanford University,
California, writing in The Aryan Path, pleads
for a lead from India in regard to the adoption

The Russian Minister’s -

Last year.

of an international language as both the sym- -

bol and the instrument of world unity. India
is indeed more of a babel than Europe, She
needs 2 common language for commercial,
administrative and cultural purposes. But
why hark back to English or Hindi ? .

" 'Why not look forward, beyond the dream

Af Akbar, Macaulay or Disraeli ? Why should

not India aspire to be the pioneer in the adop-
tion of a world language, and make it officially
her own ? B ’

This may seem Utopian: but there is an-

immediate practical approach. The Unesco
meeting at Montevideo urged that the question

of a world auxiliary language be investigated :

let India support and implement this propo-
sals with all her might. The promise that she
herself would adopt it would be a decisive
argunient. Nations new and -old. have
declared that they were discarding their
local weights and measures, in spite of imme-
morial associations, in favour of the metric
system. . France and Italy in the preamble of
their constitutions have declared their readiness
to abandon their absolute sovereignty and to
submit to world law. Why should not India
take a step of the same kind in the linguistic
ficld ? It would actually be the best solution
to her own internal linguistic problem and a
lesson in constructive world citizenship.
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" "HAS CASTE OUTLIVED?

““ Has- the Hindu caste system outlived its
" usefulness now that India is her own mistress’?
asks Prof. Rushbrook erhams in the Spec-
tator

" Prof. Rushbrook Williams points out that
every Indian leader, from Nehru downwards,
is determined to end untouchability not mercly
in law but in fact. But untouchability is only
one aspect of the caste system and could dis-
- appear and still leave the system stronger than
ever. To caste Hindus the system had been

a useful cohesive force which held the Hindu.

society together inspite of many’ different in-
vading cultures.

Now, many Indians attacked it on the
ground that caste loyalties are incompatible
with the all-India outlook, with exercise of
individual judgment in politics and with the
urge to national, socral economic advance-
ment.

Prof. Rushbrook erhams is ‘of opinion
that in the long run reformers may get their

way because ‘'the zeitgeist of modern India is.

. behind them. Yet caste system is so deep
rooted, so adaptable and so bound up with
the Hindu outlook of life that it is unlikely
to disappear quickly—especially if untouch-
ability, the aspect on which it has been most
" vulnerable to attack, steadily yields to liberal
ideas backed by legal sanctions. .One thing,
* however, is clear : India has good ground for
arguing that caste system, in spite of all
criticisms which can be—and. are—directed
against it, isa pure]y social phenomenon which
has nothmg in common with the dehberate
political exaltation of a ‘master race’ whrch
damns apartherd in Asian eyes.”

WHAT IS LIBERTARIANISM ?

The world must switch back to Libertaria-
nism, says Miss Kusum Lotwalla in her
editorial to the new year issue of The Indian
Libertarian.  Libertarianism- as described
in Webster’s Dictionary means, “‘one who
holds to the principle of free will ; also
who upholds the principle of liberty, specra]ly
individual liberty of thought and action.”

“ Politically it means strong opposition to
authoritarianism of all kinds, whether of the
Right or of the Left, Itis opposed therefore,
to all forms of regimentation and totalitaria-
- nism which absorb the whole field of private
relations and individual life into the sphere of

Government action. It is opposed to all the
so-called ““welfare” plans. It stands for
limited Government. Government, according
to the philosophy. we stand for, should confine
itself to Defence, Justice and the Rule of Law

as against “‘ welfarism * on regimentation.”

““The Libertarians believe that the human
collectivity has no being and consciousness of
its own, to override the rights and happiness
of the individual citizen. The Statg has evolved
into being, in the course of human history, to
defend society against external aggression and
to enforce justice between man .and man.
Beyond it the State should not go and if it
does that, it encroaches on the inalienable
rights of the individual. Ia the limited govern-
ment the right entrusted to the State, to
enforce justice between man and man, and to
defend against aggression, through organised
Army and the Police, is to be used strictly
according to law and confirmity with the
rights of the individual.

The Ll})ertarran is not concerned with the
metaphysical discussion as to the ultimate
nature of the human bemg, whether it is a

- soul, a spirit, or only organic nature with an

;

emergent consciousness.

SECRECY AND DEMOCRACY

Prof. F. E. Rourke of the Johns Hopkrns
University, drscussmg ““Secrecy in American
Bureaucracy ”’ says that for some the problem
of smkmg a balance between secrecy and
disclosure in administration presents none of
the complexity that the pattern of court deci-
sions would suggest.

« Administrative secrecy is on all counts to
be abhorred as characteristic of an authorita-
rian society and repugnant to the spirit and
practice of constitutionalism. It should there-
fore, be held within the narrowest limits consi-
gtent with the safety of such State secrets as
Wof absolute necessity be concealed from
wilriendly foreign eyes. .This is' certainly the

viewpoint of spokesmen - for .the media of

communications and...this has been the
prevailing view'in the American political tradi-
tion. ‘“Let there be light,” Woodraw Wilson

once wrote with respect to the affairs of govern-’

ment in a democracy, and light there has

generally been in the operations of Amerrcan

political institutions.’

NEWS
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Questions of Importance

JOINT APPEAL BY NEHRU AND
HO-CHI-MINH
Dr. Ho-Chi-minh, President - of' the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, and the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. Nehru, ina joint state-
ment on February 13 reaffirmed their faith in

"Panch Sheela, the five principles of co-existen-
. ce, and said that' the application of these

principles in international relétions would
help to relax international tensions and provide

-a basis for peace and understanding among

nations.

The two leaders felt that, with the deve-
topments in the fields of space travel and ato-
mic and thermo-nuclear warfare, ‘* maintenan-
ce of peace has, more” than ever before,
become imperative.” :

The statement sard “ The President and
the Prime Minister agreed the colonialism
and forcible occupation or domination .of
national territories by foreign powers have no
place in the world of to-day. They expiessed
their deep sympathy for all peoples strugging
for their independence and sovereignty. They
were glad that a number of countries in Asia
and Africa had achieved independence. The
main problem of the newly independent coun-
tries is to give economic and social content to
their independence and raise the living stan-
dards of their people. The President and the
Prime Minister agreed that arms aid by foreign
Powers and military pacts not only detracted
from the newly won independence of these
countries but )eopardrsed their much~needed
progress in the economic and social fields.”
EISENHOWER’S LETTER TO BULGANIN

President Eisenhower, in a Jetter to Marshal
Nikolai Bulganin, on February 17 called on
the Soviet Union to seek to breakthrough “‘less

- publicised contacts.” - .

The President, referring to the Jong series of
letters exchanged with the Soviet Prime
Minister, wrote : ““I began to wonder, Mr.
Chairman, whether we shall get anywhere by

_continuing t6 write speeches 10 each other......

I cannot .avoid the feeling thatif our two

_countries are to move ahead to the establish-

ment of better relations, we must find some
ways other than mere prolongation of repeti-
tive public debate.”

1n the 2,200 word letter,- the President said
that the United States wanted nothing more

19 : ‘ -

than to ** co-operate wholeheartedly with any
Soviet Government which is genuinely dedi-
cated to advancing, by peaceful means, . the
welfare of the people of the Soviet Union.”

The President declared that in his last letter
of February 1, Marshal Bulganin had, in effect
demanded the right to veto discussion of the
matters which President Eisenhower had
suggested should be discussed at a summit
conference.

“ Perhaps, the impasse to which we seem to
have come can be broken by less formal and
less. publicised contacts through which we
would continue to seek to find out. whether
there can be a top-level meeting which, in the
words of my letter to you of January 12, 1958,
would hold good hope .of advancmg the
cause of peace and justice in the world.

KHRUSHCHEV ON SOVIET AIMS

In an interview to the The Times of London
Mr. Khrushchev agreed that there was need
to find such -forms of . preparation as would
prevent the conference from petering out -
before it was convened. Mr. Khrushchev
offered the suggestion that preparations should
possibly be carried on through * drp]omatrc ’
channels.”

“Y am not sure,” he said’ that if prepara-
tions for a Summit conference are entrusted to
to the Foreign Ministers the solution of that
issue would not be thwarted. After a Summit
meeting, the Ministers could continue their
deliberations.

Mr. Khrushchev in an interview given to
the foreign Editor of The Times, Iverach
Macdonald on January 31 and released by Tass
on February 15, said that the Soviet Union was
“for lxqurdatmg armies in the final count,
going over to the militia system, that is, not to
have any armed forces in the country except -
for militia forces for maintaining internal law
and order.”

“ We are internationalists,” Mr. Khrushchev
said ““and believe in the friendly co-existence
of all peoples. We strive for peace and not
for war. If we give much attention to our
army, this is done out of necessxty In as much
as the capitalist countries do not intend to live.
without armies, we must also have an army,
and if this is the case then itis best to have
an army capapable of repulsrng any forccs
threatening the Soviet Union.”

7
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' MR. MACMILLAN ON INDIA

. Mr.. Harold Macmillan, . British, Prime

Minister, on his return from a 30,000-mile
Commogwealth tour, said at London on Feb.
15, that in the new Commonwealth countries—
India, Pakistan and Ceylon—he found signs
everywhere of a determination to maintain the
links of the Commonwealth.

Asked about India’s attitude towards Com-
munism, the Prime Minister said : * Like us
they are absolutely  anti-Communist.,” India
followed practices absolutely contrary in Com-
munist doctrine and jdeology.

“Itis true that India does not support the
‘military groupings and alliances, which we
think necessary for the defence against Com-
munism—Pakistan does. But that is no reason

~why we should not respect their view. We are
all on the same in this great issue,” he added.

HO-CHI-MINH ON KASHMIR

~ Dr. Ho Chi-Minh, President of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, said at ngm‘t)a
on Feb. 15, that * Kashmir belongs to India.”
. He told a Press Conference at RajBhavan
on the conclusion of his ten-day tour of India
that questions had been put to him why he
had not so far referred to Kashmir. “I do not
thmk_ there is any question about Kashmir »
he asserted. - “ Kashmir is yours. If I am tc;
:gys anything ﬁbout Igashmir, I may also have
ay something abo '
10 52, Someth, g ut Bangalore, Bombay

" MR. MAFFRY ON AID TO INDIA

Mr. August Maffry, Consultant to
United States Government on foreign ati(c)l ;x};g
nvestment programme, said at Madras on
Feb. 23, that it was the intention of the U.S
administration that ‘over the next three yeéts'
the total amount of U.S. financial aid to India
should be “several times as much as the re-
;:{e:tll% ;nn_ou_n;:ed IoTan of § 225 millicn (about

.-107 crorés).” Thi was
instalment, he added. s Joan was only a first

. *“You can count upon sustained hel

the U.S. Government and also from tll’mﬁ;)rxilz
- vate sector in achieving the essential objectives
of the Second Plan and the other Five-Year
Plans which wili follow,” he added. ‘

. ‘NKkHRUSHCHEV ON PEACE!

r. Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet i
Party Chief said at Moscow, on FS)C.,?Z?,) 1?1111:: :
Russia wanted peace so that the peoples of
the world could live without fear,

~ Utterances of the Day

““ We want peace not
0n ”"”
e den o ly for ourselves ™,
‘ §qr the world, to live without, fear, to live in
ox;;f)x’ldshxp, to, gevelop a competition based
upon peaceful conditions betwe i

ang {’3 peaceful ‘business.” ‘ o natans
_ *“Weare arming our army, but we do not
wish these arms ever to bé used, because
modern weapons are the most terrible wea-
pons of all times. There have nevér before
. been weapons like those with which armies are
now being equipped. We desire peace—peace
not only for ourselves but for all peoples peace

so‘?%‘}o live without fear.”

‘ We are fully aware that we must b

ea
modern armed force, strong and equipped with
the most modern technical means, in order to
serve our- Soviet State, which is defending

peace among the people -
he concluded. peoples of the whole world”,

' MR. BUNKER ON U.S.A'S POLICY

Mr Ellsworth Bunker, U.S. Ambassador in
India, declared at Bombay on Feb. 26, that
the Umt_ed States would never commit ag’gres-
sion against any nation. ‘“ We shall constan-
tly endeavour to uphold and strengthen the
United Nations. _We shall unceasingly wage
,ggzté% 'untxl the v1cto§'y iof peacc is won,”" he

Mr. Bunker, inaugurated the ia-
Amenqan Associationg‘ in Bombay,hzllggl .533
that failure to agree on disarmament, parti-

cularly nuclear disarmament, was an obstacle

to world peace. “ Perhaps it is the im-
portant one, but it is n%t the only (;m&sf’line
said and added : “ There is poverty and y’vant-
Silstrust and bitterness ; misunderstanding and
ignorance. All these must be fought if man
is to make progress on the path. The United
States has been trying for more than a decade
to clear away these obstacles.” -

. MR. NIXON’S PLEA

Mr.-Richard Nixon, the Vice-President of
the United States, named India as the country
whose freedom and independencé were vital
for the security of the United States. Speak-
ing at Washington on Feb. 26, he said: let -
us take India. If India is independent and is
strong then I say this is in our interest. Let
us not also 'forget that as far as the choice is
concerned, it is far better for India or anyone
gg theste olthter gountries to be independent, to

neutral, to be uncommitted ' '
the Communist side.” thap fo:be 09

* We want peace for all nations, -

NEHRU AND ZAHIR SHAH
The King of Afghanistan and the Prime
Minister of India, at the conclusion of their -
exchange of views at New Delhi on Feb. 14
have issued a joint statement welcoming the

formation of the United Arab Republic, which, -

they believe, would pursue with vigour a policy
of peace.

Expressing their deep regret over the serious
situation in Algeria, the two Asian leaders

. expressed the hope that an early solution would
be found which would ensure independence of

the Algerian people with due regard to the
legitimate interests of the parties concerned.
"As in other similar joint statements, the
imperative need for ending nuclear tests with
immediate effect and for reserving outer space

- exclusively for peaceful purpose was underlined.

* While admitting the value of preparatory
steps, the two leaders expressed the view that
«a meeting at high level” should take place
« as speedily as possible ”’ to consider problems
of war and peace. .
" At the outset, the joint communique under-
lined the fact that there was no difference

between India and Afghanistan to disturb their

subsisting close and friendly relations. Their
foreign policies were also inspired by their
mutual desire to serve the cause of world

peace.

DE JURE TRANSFER OF
PONDICHERRY _

Prime Minister Nehru told the Lok Sabha
on Feb. 11 that there was no major opposition
in France to the de jure transfer of Pondicherry
to India, but circumstances somehow conspired

, to delay this matter from time to time.

Mr. Nehru .was replying to Mr. H. N.
Mukerjee who had asked whether.it was not a
fact that many problems about the administra-
tion of Pondicherry were being inevitably
shelved on account of the delay in de jure inte-
gration of Pondicherry.

Mr. Mukerjee also asked, “ Are we to wait

- on the good pleasure of the French Govern-
ment which is busy with things like Algeria and
Tunisia? ”’ ; :

The Prime Minister said that it was true that
a number of problems were being held up
because of the delay in the transfer. “Iam
unhappy about it, but we have to face difficul-
ties as they arise,” he said. *In fact we are
being assured every month for the last one
year that this is coming about.”

' Political

.
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- UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC -

Milling crowds of joyous Egyptians and
Syrians rolled through the cities of Cairo and
Damascus yelling * Mabrook ” {congratula-
tions) to the United Arab Republic merging
Egypt and Syria which was born Cairo on
Feb. 22. ‘

Egyptians and Syrians almost unanimously
voted for this Republic and for Mr. Gamal
Abdel Nasser as the first President of this
Republic in a plebiscite held on Feb. 21.

COMMUNISTS IN KERALA

The Communist Party of India has now a
membership of 2,18,532. The party registered
an increase of 1,00,000 members during the
last four months when an enrolmeut drive was’
conducted in all States. »

Kerala has the largest number of Communist
members with 56,000, while Andhra comes
next with 52,000. West Bengal has 24,200,
Tarhil Nad 20,000, Bihar 16,381, U. P. 12,800.
Punjab 10,000 and Maharashtra 9,000. Gujerat
has.the iowest number of members (700) -
among the various regions.’

PERIL FROM RUSSIA AND CHINA

Mr. Hollington K. Tong, Nationalist.
Chinese Ambassador, said at Washington on
Feb. 21 that India was facinga great peril from
Communist China and the Soviet Union. .

The Ambassador, in a speech prepared for
delivery to a Cosmos Club luncheon, said the
hand of China was behind the turmoil and
unrest in the Asian Continent. o

In Burma, Malaya, Singapore, Laos, Cam--
bodia, South Viet-Nam and Indonesia, he said,
Communist infilitration and subversion were
behind most of the present political disorders.

RAJAJI ON D.K. AND D.M.K.

Mr. Rajagopalachari, in a letter dated Febru- -
ary 8 to Mr. N. C. Zamindar of Indore, says:
«[ do not have any - influence over them -
(D.M.K. and D.K.) or their politics. That they -
hold the same view as I do on the language
issue is the only connection between them'and
me. But the language policy of the Govern-
ment of India and the Congress is giving
them strength.” »
* Referring to the demands of the DMK and
D.K., Mr. Rajagopalachari said : * As for the
stand. of the D.M.K. and D.K. they are not

_ worth notice. - Their demand for separation
is based on a foundation of sand. There is
n0 likelihood of its ever taking serious shape.”.
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. STUDY OF SANSKRIT

The Sanskrit Commission in its report has
recommended ‘compulsory provision for the
teaching of Sanskrit in all secondary schools
“ unaffected by arguments of ecohomy or
number of students taking Sanskrit,” and has
suggested modification of Government’s three-
language formul_a with this end in view,

The Commission recommends that, in secon-

dary schools, ali Indian students should be
. ytaught three languages, namely, (1) the mother-
tongue (or the regional language), (2) English
.and (3) Sanskrit (or in some special cases,
some other—classical language as equivalent
to Sanskrit, e.g., Arabic, Persian, old Tamil,
Latin or Greek). ' o

That Hindi should be taught at the college
stage to such students as desire to enter all-
India services, or, if it is to be taught in the
school, the three language-scheme recommend-
ed by it above should be so modified that
Hindi o for Hindi-speaking students, some

.other modern Indian language, preferably
South Indian, is allowed as an alternative to
English, '

In any scheme of adjustment with Hindji, the
Commission is against providing Hindi as an
alternative to Sanskrit. - ]

»  VENKATESWARA CONVOCATION

“ A university graduate is not expected to be
an encyclopaedia of knowledge. He should be

one who in the course of his life will attempt -
-to be.a perpetual student, studying all aspects

of life and all factors incidental to the welfare
of society and to the role of good citizenship *’
observed Dr. A. L. Mudaliar, delivering the
first Convocation address of the Sri Venkates-
wara University at Tirupathy on Feb. 14.
CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD’S
‘ RECOMMENDATION

Several important recommendations in
regard to various stages of education, viz.,
basic, secondary, higher and social education
have been made by the Central Advisory Roard
of . Education which concluded its two-day
deliberations at‘New Delhi on Feb. 7. The
Chairman of the Board, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, presided. -

The recommendations maginly aim at the
improvement of the educational standards and
efficiency of the teaching profession.

The Board has laid particular stress on the
need for narrowing down the gap between the
basic and non-basic education at all stages. It

L Edl_lcational o

also discussed at length the -nature of prepa-
ration necessary for the professional courses at
the university level and decided to reconsider

the matter after the All-India Council of

Technical Education and the Deshmukh Com-
mittee, which are at present looking into the
question, have submitted their reports. .

KERALA EDUCATION BILL

It is reliably learnt the Government of India
will definitely refer the Kerala Education Bill

 to, the Supreme Court in spite of the objections

raised by the State Government.

At present, the memorandum of the Kerala
Government in reply to the communication
from Dethi, enumerating the issues desired to
to be referred to the Supreme Court, is under
study. -

The main contention against the Kerala
Education Bill is that it affects the rights of
minorities as described in Art. 14 of the
Constitution.
ment, which has sought the advice of the well-
known British lawyer, Mr. Pritt, has pointed
out in a 27 page letter, among other things,
that the Central Government has no authority

.in the matter and it is believed they will chal- -

lenge the competence of the Central Govern-

ment when the reference comes before the
'Supreme Court.

JOHN MATTHAI ON FOUNDATION

Dr.-John Matthai, Vice-Chancellor of the
Kerala University, said at Kharagpur on Feb.
22, that foundations should be properly laid
at the lower levels of education if lasting
results in scinetific and techonlogical education
were to be achieved. He said in India while-
attempts were made to set up National Labo-

ratories and higher technical colleges, not -

much progress was made in education at the

- Secondary and University stages. He was |
addressing the third antiual convocation of the

Indian Institute of Technology. «

Dr. A. R. MUDALIAR ON ENGLISH

Dr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, pleaded at
Ahmedabad on Feb. 6 for the retention of the
study of English in India. ‘

Addressing the fourth Annual Day function

of the Gujerat University School of Social
Sciences, he said unless a happy balance was
struck between the enthusiasm for regional

languages and the great need to keep the tap

of knowledge open the progress of the country
would be dangerously retarded..

S

It is learnt the Kerala Govern-

. matter.

‘}TLeg‘al» "

JAIL FOR CORRUPTION

Government’s dissatisfaction at the leniency
shown in awarding punishment to Government
officials convicted of corruption -was voiced
in the Lok Labha on February 2 by Mr. B.N.
Datar Minister for Home Affairs. o
- Moving for consideration of the Criminal
Law Amendment Bill, which aims at curbing
corruption more effectively, Mr. Datar said

'a provision was being added to prescribe a

minimum of one year’s jail in case of convic~
tion. The Judge or Magistrate would have to
state his reasons for awarding a lesser sen-
tence. : .

KERALA HIGH COURT ON PAY
» "OF TEACHERS

At the Kerala High Court on Feb. 17,
Their Lordships, the¢ acting Chief Justice,
Mr. K. Sankaran and Mr. Justice P.T. Raman
Nair, delivered judgment dismissing with
costs a batch of petitions under Article 226
of the constitution field by Mr. Joseph Valam-
rugalam, Manager, St. Paul’s and St. Aloti-
ous Lower Primary Schools, Parur and two
other school managers against the State for
quashing the order. of the. Government
dated October 12, 1957 which provided - -for
inter alia payment of salaries of all teaphers
including the headmaster in lower primary
schools in the State through headmasters of
the respective schools. -

Their Lordships observed that none of the
objections taken to the impugned order _seer_n_ed
to them well founded and leaving technicalities
alone and going to the substance of the
Their Lordships did not think the
petitioners had any grievance justifying appeal

. to the power of the court under Article 226 of

the Constitution. )
REQUISITIONING OF PROPERTY

The Treasury Bench yielded to the pressure of
opinion in the Lok Sabha on Feb. 11 agree-

. ing to limit the life of the Requisitioning

and Acquisition of Immovable Property Act
to another six years, instead of placing it
permanently on the statute book.

The amendment was moved by Mr. C. R.
Pattabhiraman and was accepted by Mr. K. C.
Reddy Minister for Works, Housing and
supply. o '

Grounds of objections to the measure were
mainly thateither there had been discrimina-
tion shown as between old and new landlord

or that owners of land which had been acqui-
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red for defence purposes had not been
compensated. : _ .
The Deputy Minister, Mr. A.K. Chanda, -
conceded that there might have been lapses
and mistakes but Government would look into
them and rectify matters. .
CORRUPTION IN PAKISTAN }
The conduct of more than 1,000 Govern-
ment officials in West Pakistan is reported to
be under investigation by the provincial Anti-

duly '

‘Corruption Department.

. The list includes divisional C(}mmissioners,
Scssione Judges and senior Engineers of the

Public Works Department.

Investigations against these officers have
been undertaken with the sanction of the
provincial Government. Reports said that
criminal cases had been registered at different
Police stations in respect of several of them.
They have been charged with fraud, misappro-
priation of Government funds, tampering
with official records, bribery, depotism and
other offences. -

. PARTNERSHIP OF LAWYERS ,

The expressions ““ Advocate, Vakil, Pleader, -

“and Attorney’ shall in future be deemed to

include
persons.
The Madras High Court has amended the -
Civil Rules of Practice and Circular Orders,
Volume I, and the Appellate Side Rules.to
provide for this amendment. . - :
The other amendments lay down that no
such partnership shall be entitled to act or
plead in any court unless all the n‘}emberS'
thereof are entitled to act or placed in such
Court; and in every case member of the
partnership signs any document or writing on
behalf of the partnership, he shall do so in the '
name of the partnership and shallaut. ‘ticate
the same by affixing his signature. iy
These amendments have been confirmed
with the previous approval of the Government.
.BILL TO END OLD AGE MARRIAGE
A Bill to put an end to old age marriages
was introduced on the Lok Sabha on Feb. 11.
by a private member, Mr- Mohan Swarup.
The statement of objects says: ‘“ There- are
several instances where rich persons after
crossing the age of 50 years marry young'gxr]s
of 20 years of age or sometimes even younger.
Such aged people after marriage generally
die soon leaving behind young widows. The
object of the Bill is to put an end to such old
age marriages.” - ,

a partnership composed of such
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THE RAILWAY BUDGET

Railway passenger fares and freight rates
remain unchanged in the Railway Budget for
- 1958-59 presented to the Lok Sabha by the

Railway Minister, Mr. Jagjivan Ram on
February 17.: - '

Mr. Jagjivan Ram, however, indicated that
the frieght rates might change soon. He said
that examination of the Railway Freight
Structure Committee’s recommendations - is
now in the final stages. The decisions thereon
are expected 1o be taken and implemented in
the near future. - o

Booming gross traffic railway receipts—with
Rs. 347.5 crores in 1956-57, Rs. 384 crores in

. the current year and Rs. 407 crores budgeted

for the next—together. with a steady increase

in the annual tonnage of goods traffic suggest

that our railways are shaping well.
NATIONALISATION OF BANKS

The State Bank of India is to take over the
business of six State associated banks, namely,
the Indore Bank, the Patiala Bank, the Travan-
core Bank, the Hyderabad State Bank and the
State . Bank of Saurashtra. The pecessary
legislation is expected to be introduced in the
current session of Parliament. Under it the
six banks will become branches of the State
~ Bank. .

Certain other State-associated banks like the
Bank of Bikaner, the Bank of Rajasthan, the
Bank of Baroda and the Bank of Mysore- are
expected to come within the purview of the
.proposed legislation in course of time, as also
some smaller State associated banks as recom-
mended by the Rural Credit Survey Committee
of the Reserve Bank, -

- BRITAIN’S PAYMENT TO INDIA
Tt is officially announced at New Delhi that
Britain has agreed to make available to India
. asum of £ Twelve million oa April 1, 1958,
besides the normal £ Four million due in con-
pection with the payment of sterling pensions.
India bought sterling annuities for payment of
sterling pensions after.partition, and subsequ-
ently it has been calculated that India has paid
an excess of £ Forty million. This excessis
now being repaid to India atithe rate of £ Four
~ million annually.
foreign exchange, three annual payments are
being made in advance in April next.

The Finance Minister has acknowledged
Britain’s offer with thanks in a communication
addressed to the British High Commissioner

in Delhi. ' ‘ : -

v

In view of India’s need for .

“Trade and Finance

THE L. 1. C. DEAL

The Chagla Inquiry Commission whose
_report was placed in Parliament on February
13 by the Prime Minister had concluded that
there was *‘ acquiescence *’ on the part of the
Finance Minister, in the absence of any “repu-
diation,” in the dominant part played by Mr.
H. M. Patel, Principal Finance Secretary in
bringing about the investments of the Life
Insurance Corporation in Mundra shares. |

““The Minister,” Mr. Justice Chagla says,
“ must fully and squarely accept the responsi-
bility for what Mr. Patel did and if the trans-
action is improper and unjustified, although
Mr. Patel may be actually responsible for the
transaction, constitutionally the responsibility
is that of the Minister.”” .

MADRAS SALES TAX REFORM

The levy of a single-point sales-tax at source.
at specified rates on 67 commodities, and multi-
point levies on others have been recommen-
ded by Dr P. S. Lokanathan. who had been
appointed "by the Madras Governmeat to
examine the scope and working of the Sales
Tax law in the State to simpiify its structure

‘and its administration.

A copy of the report was placed on the
table of the Legislative Assembly, Madras
on February 10. ,

Dr Lokanathan has recommended that small
dealers that is those with turnovers of less
than Rs. 25,000, be allowed the option of
paying at prescribed slab rates or the actual
tax. They should be required to maintain
detailed purchase accounts only. ‘

“If and when tevenues from. single-point

 levies are considered satisfactory, the Govern-

ment may consider raising exemption limit
for. the multi-point tax to Rs. 25000, exemp-
tion of essential articles from tax, and abo-
lition of multi-point levy in that order of
priority,” he has stated.

INDO—U. S. CO-OPERATION

A joint statement signed at Washington on
February 27 by the representatives of the
Governments of the United States and India
enunciates the principles animating Indo-
American trade relations and recognises the
existing potential for a significant increase in
value and in volume of trade between the
two countries. : '

: Womehfs_ Page

MISS SULOCHANA RAGHAVAN

Miss Sulochana Raghavan, is recommended
or the Fellowship by the Rotary 'Club of
Jagpur. She will study psychology, in prepa-
ation for a career in teaching or social work,
it one of the major universities in North
America. Daughter of Mr. G. V. Raghavan
»f Nagpur, she was born. in 1934 in Visakha-
satnam, but studied in Nagpur, where she
graduated from the Central College. for
Womnen in Nagpur. _ f
~ MISS A GIRIJA ‘

Miss Ananthanarayana Girija_has been
awarded a Rotary Foundation Fellowship,
for advanced study in’ Pediatrics at the Yale
University U.S.A. S

Daughter of Dr. A. Ananghgnarayana of
Madras, 26-year-old Miss. Girija gr?duated
from the Stanley Medical College 1n 1955,
specialising in Gynecology and Obstetrics, and
is at present officiating as House Surgeon at
the Government Stanley Hospital.

Miss Girija was sponsored for the Rotary
Fellowship by the Rotary Club of Madras and
she is one of the two candidates selected from
India for this signal honour, during 1958-1959.

SRIMATHI M. AUDILAKSHMI

Srimathi M. Audilakshmi, of the University
of Madras, is to go to Russia to take up the
post of a Teaching Specialist in Telugu and
Tamil at the University of Leningrad. She is
the first Indian woman, to be selected for the
post to which she brings her wide study and
scholarship. She is an author, and has doqc
research in Telugu literature under an India
Government scholarship. :

MISS KAMILA TYABIJI )

There is one Indian woman who has stayed
in London for the best_ part of her life. She
is Miss Kamila Tyabji. o

M. A, B.C.L., B. Litt. (Oxford), Barrister-

at-Law, reads her visiting card. She spent
seven years at Oxford, practised at the Privy
Council for over two years. She was engaged
by the Government of India to hold a brief on
its behalf at the Privy Council in a number of
murder cases.

She went to Ceylon to do research work as

there is a large Muslim population there. She

is expert in Mohammedan Law. -She devotes

most of her time in broadcasting in the
B. B. C.’s Overseas Service. She is also in
demand as a first-rate platform speaker to
tell British women about India’s women’s
movement and on East-West relations,

.
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SMT. SAKUNTALA DEVI \
Smt. Sakuntala- Devi, the young t}iathe- )
matician well-known for her powers of mathe-
matical calculations, said in a talk with &
local newspaper that her gifts were not heredi-
tary. » ~ o ‘
‘¥thn a problem is posed to me,” she
observed. 1 just think of it and the numbers
which form the answer flash to my mind in a
matter of three or four seconds,”
The Express Reporter, who had prepared a

- few difficult mathematical problems (with their

answers in his pocket) posed them to her and
she gave immediate answers to each.of them. -
"« shall visit the various countries of the
Far East,” she said, ¢ as one of India’s cultural
ambassadors and give demonstrations of my
powers of calculation to the people of other
countries.” . . : .

On herreturn to India, Smt. Sakuntala Devi
would write books on the calculating machines
she sees during her tour. .

WOMAN VISITORS TO U.S.A.

As a service to woman visitors from other
Jands, the Carric Chapman Catt Fund has’
published a pocket-size pamphlet highlighting
a variety of useful information about the
United States. The fund is a research and
educational organization created by the League
of Women Voters of the U. S, It has an§were_d
many requests from women’s organizations in
other countries for assistance in citizen-educa-
tion projects. o

The booklet, entitled * You and the U.5.A,” -
gives ‘brief, illustrated information about
means of travel, the system of l.ocal and
national government, public and private edu-
cation, the separation of church and state, the
monetary system, the nation’s economic set-up
recreation, and suburban family life. )

The author, Dr. Helen ‘Hill Miller, is an
internationally educated economist and author
who, according to the foreword of the pam-
phlet, « brings a seeing eye to the problem o’t,‘
viewing her own country as others first see it.”

MISS R. N. VASANTHE

Miss R. N. Vasantha, student of the Univer-
sity College, Trivandrum, won the first prize
in the Abraham Lincoln essay contest conducted
by the U.S.LS., Madras. The contest was
arranged to tie with the 149th Lincol birth
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln on Febru-
ary, 12. :

P
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THE CHAGLA REPORT

.Sri Justice Chagla had fixed constitutional

* responsibility on the Finance Minister for the
purchase of Mundhra shares by the Life
Insurance Corporation in his 80-page report
‘submitted to the Government on February 11.

. The Commission followed the generai line

. advanced by the Attorney General in “finding
. Sri. H. M. Ratel principally responsible for
putting the deal through. But he suggested

that Sri Patel could not have acted as he did’

_ without the general approval of the Minister.
The Commission is also of the view that
Sri G. R. Kamat and Sri Vaidyanathan,
Chairman and Managing Director of the
L.I.C,, respectively, abdicated their responsi-
bility in this matter. .
Following Parliamentary practice Sri T. T.
K. has resigned. His resignation has been
accepted by the Prime Minister, Comenting

on this the Times of India of Bombay wrote in

' its editorial dated 17th February :—
~““Mr. Krishnamachari’s services to . the
nation during a period of particular difficulty

and the impact throughout the entire field of.
his activities of his vigorous personality are-

matters of common knowledge. Many will,
therefore, associate themselves with the Prime
Minister in expressing the country’s gratitude
to Mr. Krishnamachari, The nation can ill-
afford so grievous a loss in terms of ability and
application to duty. and it will generally be
hoped, as Mr. Nehru has done, that his abili-
ties may yét be utilised in the service of the
country,”

MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD

We regret to record the death of Maulana
Azad on 22nd February.
Country-wide tributes were paid to the

services of Moulana. Abul Kalam Azad to the

cause of the natjon.

The President Dr. Rajendra Prasad, in a
message on the death of Maulana Azad, des-
cribed him as ““ a great leader” and said ;: “He
has died full of glory leaving millions to
mourn his loss,” :

The message said : *“ By the passing away of
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, India loses a
profound scholar, a great orator, an elder
statesman, a consistent and persistent nationa-
list, an untiring fighter in the cause of freedom
and, above all, a great leader whose wise
counsel and indomitable courage were always

availed of to solve many an intricate problem.”

General -

* -As Education Minister, Mdaulana Azad visit-
ed Britain in connection with the future of
the India Office Library in July 1955. Later,
he visited France, Germany and Switzerland,
He was responsible for sponsoring the three-
volume report of the University Education

Commission in 1948-49 and the publication of

the History of Indian Philosophy (two volu-
mes)in 1952, o

A refined and cultured individual, he had a
distinguished presence and a compelling

he did his best to bring people together.
- MR. V. M. OBEIDULLAH

Mr. V. M. Obeidullah, M. P. and Vice-
Presidetit of Tamil Nad Congress Committee
died on Feb. 21, at Vellore. .

An ardent Congress worker from boyhood,
Mr. Obeidullah suffered imprisonment five
times in connection with the Freedom Struggle
between 1921 and 1944. He was Municipal
Councillor, Vellore, for over 20 years. He
was Vice-President, North Arcot District
Board, for four years, President, Tamil Nad
Congress Committee, during 1940-41, member,
Tamil Nad Congress Executive for .over 17
years, Vicg-President, TNCC for over seven

- years, member, All India Congress Committee

for 10 years, member, Provisional Parliament
during 1951-52, member, Rajya Sabha, from

-1952 t0 19.6. He was reelected to the Rajya-

Sabha and continued to be Member of the
Rajya Sabha till the time of his death. _
MR. BULUSU SAMBAMURTI .

Mr. ‘Bulusu Sambamurti who died last
month was a great patriot who discaded
his wealth -and good practice at the bar
to join the freedom movement, was a true
disciple of Gandhiji and a galiant fighter in
the political field. "His rulings as Speaker of
the Madras Assembly served as models. The
part he played during the days prior to the

establishment of Andhra State would ever be

remembered. _ c
THE LATE MR. B. DAS

Mr. Bhuvanananda Das, veteran Congress
leader of Orissa and a member of the Rajya
Sabha, died at his residence at New Delhi on
February 23.

Mr. Das was one of the pioneers of the
movement for the formation of a separate
State of Orissa in the early ’thirties. He was

’

. President-of the Oriya Samaj, Dethi, for some

time,

" personalify. A liberal in his outlook on life, B }
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business, recovery from fatal diseases. It has miraculous power in bringing all
kinds of luck and prosperity. Price Rs. 13-10.  Specially prepared for giving
immediate effects, Rs. 47-5. :
MOHINI KAVACHA. Enables arch foes to become friends, more friends more friendly
Rs. 19-10. Special Rs. 51. ] <
OPINION. Mr. V. D.JACOB, Electrical Storekeeper, Power House, Achampet, Hydera-
’ bad (Deccan) :-— One Lakshimi Kavacha I bought from you, within 6 months it
* worked wonder of wonders, it raised me in wealth like rocket............
Foreign orders will be booked with full advance. Detailed Catalogue Free
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WINNING NEW READERS AMONG THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE WHO
WANT TO KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD, AND
WHAT THEY SHOULD DO ABOUT THEIR PROBLEMS.”

Address : :17/3/6, CHOWRINGHEE ROAD, CALCUTTA-13.
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MIBATLE MAN WATH THRIVALLED BOWRD

Everybody in this country is aware of the fact that India’s unrivalled and greatest palmist, Taﬁﬁff?’ :YOgi ’
vastly learned in the Astrology of 'the HEast and the West, gifted with supernatural power of predictions,
permanent President of Internationally famed Baranashi Pandit Maha Sabha of Benaras and

All India Astrological & Astronomical Society of Calcutta.

Jyotish Samrat Pandit Sri Ramesh Chandra Bhattacharyya Jyotisharnab, Samudrikratna
Jyotish Shiromani Raj Jyotish M.R.A S. (Lond.) has one unique fame not only in India,
but throughout the world {e.g., :n England, America, Africa, China, Japan, Malaye, .
Singapore, etc.,) and many notable persons from every nook and corner of the world
have sent unsolicited testimonials acknowledging his mighty and supernatural powers.

This powerfully gifted great man can tell at a glance all about one’s past, present
and future, and with the help of Yogic and Tantric powers can heal diseases which are
» the despair of Doctors and Kavirajas, can help people to win difficult law-suits, and
} L ensure safety from dangers, prevent childlessness and free people of family unhappi-
Jyothish Samrat " ness, His three important predictions (prediction about the British victory on the-
very day-2nd September, 1939 of the declaration 'of last world war, prediction of the achievement of indepen-
dence by the interim Govt. with Pandit Jawaharlal as the Premier made on the 3rd September, 1946 and
prediction regarding the future of India and Pakistan sent to the Prime Minister of 1ndia on the 11th August,
1947 and subsequently published in various News-papers) have proved correct to the detail, amazed pecple
the world over and have won for him unstinted praise and gratitude from all quarters including His ‘l\I&Jesgy
George the Sixth, the Governor of Bengal and eminent Jeaders of India. He is the only astrologer in India
who was honoured with the title of < Jyotish-Siromani® in 1838 and ¢ Jyotishsamrat’ Emperor among
astrologers and astronomers—in 1947 by the Bharatiya Pandit Mahamandal of Calcutta gnd Varanashi
Pandit Maha Sabha of Benaras—a signal honour that has not been endowed on any astrologer in India so far.

Persons who have lost all hopes are strongly advised to test the powers of the Panditji

A FEW OPINIONS AMONGST THOUSANDS. .

His Higness The Maharaja of Athgarh says:—*I have been astonished at the¢ superhuman power of
Ponditji” Her Highness The Dowager 6th Maharani Sahebs of Tripura State says :—He is no doubt & great
personage with miraculous power.” The Hon’ble Chief Justice of Caleutta High Court Sir Manm_atha Nath
Mukherji, Kt, says ;— The wonderful power of calculation and talent of Sriman Ramesh Chandrq. is the only
possible outcome of & great father to a like son, - The Hon'ble Maharaja of Santosh & Ex-President of thé
Bengal Legislative Council, Sir Manmatha Nath Roy Choudhury, Xt., Says: On seeing my son, his prophecy
ebout my future is,true to words.” The Honourable Chief Justice:Mr. B. K. Roy of Orissa High Court cays :—
“He is really a great personage with super-natural power.” The Hon’ble Minister, Govt. .of Bengal, Raja
Prasonna Deb Raikot, says :— The wonderful power of calculation and Tantrik activities have struck me with
greatest astonishment. *“The Hon’ble Justice Mr. 8. M. Das of Keonjar State High Court, says :—Panditji las
bestowed the life of my elmost dead son.”” Mr. J. A. Lawrence Osaka, Japan, writes :—* I was ge’ttmg good
results from your Kavacha and all my family were passing a different life since I started wearing’’ Mr, Andre
Temple, 2723, Popular Ave., Chicago lilinois, U.S. America:—*I have purchased from you several Kavachas on
two or three different occasions. They all proved satisfactory.” Mr. K. Ruchpaul, Shanghai, Chine :—*Every-
thing you forefold in writing is taking place with surprising exactness.” Mr. Issac Muni Etia Govt. Clerk & inter- -
preter in Deschang, West Africa :—¢I had ordered some Talismans from you that had rendered me wonderful
service. Mr. B.J. Fernando, Proctor, S. C.,"& Notary Public. Colombo, Ceylon:—*1 got marvellous effcets
from your Kavacha on several occasions,” etc. ete. and many others. L

WONDERFUL TALISMANS TESTED BY THOUSANDS ALL OVER THE GLOBE
DHANADA KAVACHA OR THE ROTHSCHILD TALISMAN: Its wearer earns immense wealth with little
struggling and it fulfills the desires without fail, Lakshmi resides at hishouse and gives him gon, fame, vast
wealth, long life, all round prosperity in life, Price Rs. 7-10, Special for Speedy action Rs. 29-11. Super
powerful with Extraordinary efi‘eqts Ras. 120-11, . v
BAGALAMUKHI KAVACHA :—To overcome enemiea it is unique. The wearer gets promotion in
services and succeeds in Fleasing higher officials, In winning in civil or eriminal suits it is unparalleled.
This is also a preventive to any accident or danger. Price Rs. 9-2. Special for speedy action Rs. 34-2. (The
Bhowal Kumar, winner of the Sensational Bhowal case wore this Kavacha) Super Special Rs. 184-4.
SARASWATAI KAVACHA :—For success in examination and sharp memory Rs. 8-9, Special Rs. 38-9
MOHINI KAVACHA :—Enables arch foes to become friends and friends more friendly. ll-lS. Special

Res. 34-2, Super Special Rs. 387.14, ‘

. Detailed and descriptive Catalogue with testimonlials free on request.
A Wonderful Astrological book in English “ MYSTERY OF THE MONTH YOU ARE BORN”
’ . by Jyotish Samrat Deals month by month exhaustively. Rs.3-8. :
- ALL-INDJA ASTROLOGICAL & ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY (Regd).
Head office & Residence 50-2. Dharamtola Stroet, “Jyotish Samrat Bhaban' (Entrance on Wellesly -

* Street). Caloutta 13, Pnone: 24—4065. Consultation hours: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Nabagraha & Kali Temple

& Branoh 105, Grey Street, “Basanta Nivas,” Cslcutta-5, Consultation hours. 9 a.m. to 11 e.m, Ph. 55-~3688
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Sharma, University Librarian, Banaras Hindd University Library.

Indian University Libraries and their Problems, by Bimal Kumar Datta, University Librarian,
Central Library, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan,

Concept of Library Service in India, by A. P. Shnvatstava, University Librarian & Head, School
of Library Science, Vikram University, Ujjain. -

Some Aspects of Planning the University in India, by P. K. Banerjea, Assistant leranan-m-‘ .
- charge, Agra University Central Library, Agra.

Introducing the Young to Never-Failing Friends, by Prof. S. Sahaya, Patna Training College, .‘

(From 1911 to 1934)

PRSPV SN _‘__,g_&, “Fa S

Patna ’ : ) )
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HINDU ETHICS
Principles of Religio-Social Regeneration

By BABU GOVINDA DAS
. With Introduction by

BABU BHAGAVAN DAS
and a Forword by

" Dr. GANGANATH JAH, M., p.LITT.

It is critical of current Hindu beliefs and

lays down lines along which reform should
proceed. '

Price Rs, 2/-

The World )Teacflers

* Life and Teachings of Sri Rama
By M. R. SAMPATHIS}IMARAN, M.A.

Life and Teachings of Sri Krishna
By M. R. SAMPATHKUMARAN, M.a. .

Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ
By S. K. GEORGE, M.A., B.D.

Life and Teachings of ‘Zoroa,ster

By Prof. A. R WADIA, M.
Life and Teachings of Buddha !
By DEVAMITTA DHARMAPALA

Life and Teachixigs of Mubammad

BOOKS THAT HAVE
- INFLUENCED ME

A SYMPOSIUM BY

Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, Sir C. V. Raﬁaan,
Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, Mr. Justice M. C. Chagla,
Dr. C. Rajagopalachari, Sir Bomanji J. Wadia,
Mr. K. Natarajan, Mr. Dilip Kumar' Roy,
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy,

Mr. B. Sanjeeva Rao and Sir C. P. Rama-
swami Aiyar.

OPINIONS

The Hindu (Madras) :—* This is an edifying
symposium on the choice of books...... The
book provides profitable reading.” .

- Hindusthan ~ Standard  (Calcutta) :—* We

strongly recommend this book to all book~
lovers.”

Hindusthan Review (Patna) :—* Is an unique

By AHMAD SHAFI & YAKUB HASAN

—— .

Life & Teachings of Sri Sankara
‘ By A
5. S. SURAYANARAYANA SASTRI, M.a.
' Price Re. 1 One) each

publication.”

Leader (Allahabad) :— It is an admirable
book.”

Price Re. I-;8.

G. A NATESAN & CO.

. Publishers, Madias |
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IMPORTANT BOOKS : y
By Prof. B. SURYANARAIN RAO

Female Horoscopy.—This book describes ai;xd 47§empéiltlie; the full method of
i cones of women. 4th Edition. Rs. 48 or Sh. 9. -

Workmﬁatil:;i:io ;(:lstras —English Translation. A most scxentxlf;lc slycrsttim ?f astcl)‘;)lgvgh);cﬁhﬁglg
i ' ional methods. This is a book the type
entirely departs from the conventional 1 Jhis is a book the IPe.

' ished before. 3rd Edition. Cloth bound. 2s. .

e béi?nzz::::; of Astrology.—The first book ever written on Hindu Astrology.
h. 3. S _ .

e 1/813;6501_ Varahamihira.—A unique publication dealing with the story of tl?e great

Astrological writer. Re. 1/4.
/s : By B. V. RAMAN _
Astrology for Beginners.—The best book for beginners. 10th Edition. Rs. 4 or
‘Sh. 4/6;§ Manual Hind;n Agtrology.—Gives a clear concise account of the essential prin-.

i trology. Sth Edition. Rs. 4/8 or Sh. 9 A ‘\
ciples ozi:iorl?)gyg yand Modern Thought.—The ranonalg og gsgg}?gy 1l;as 2‘/’?3: aSt;:lytl?(‘i
he subject statistically proved. 3r ition.Rs. 2/4 . 4/6.
Al e A ins a clear exposition of all branches of astro-
Hindu Predictive Astrology.—Contains a ciear ‘€ pD o all branches o oo
i d form—casting the Horoscope, finding Dasas, Pr g
lgg{l;n al\/gii’.%(il::lt;st?ology, National Astrology, Horary Transits, etc. Fqll Cloth bound.
ages. Sth Edition. Rs. 9 or Sh. 18. e .
0 pag(s:aha and Bhava Balas.—A Guide to Predictive Astrology. Cloth bound. Rs.
. je. _ '
" AR o'r}lsoliv Z(l) Judge a Horoscope.~The most complete a:ig e;itoe/%sxvc g;flor;cl. IHustrated
tual charts. Cloth bound. 2 Pts. now ready. s. or Sh. 21. )
b lloégrz:aphal or the Hindu Progressed nggscopg.*glllv%sdggoiasy lixs]egl?)? g;lr c6lecx
1 Iy results scientifically. Full Cloth boun . dition. . - 6.
phermgA)x:-erda or the Hindu System of Medicine.—Gives an idea of the grandeur and
importance of Ayurveda. 4th Edition.” Re. 1or Sh. 2 : 1 Astrolo -
Notable Horoscopes.—A book of outstanding importance on Practical Astrology.
Pp. 430. Rs. 7/8 or Sh. 15. Deluxe Edn. : Rs. 10/4 or Sh. 20/?.‘- L
. Three Hundred Important Combinations in 2 Parts.—Gives a masterly expositio
as. Rs.9 or Sh. 18, ‘ , o .
of the yl?l%ctional Astrology or Muhurtha.—A book of practical importance enat;lhxll)g yo(;l
to make use of astrology in day-to-day affairs. 200 pp. Antique Paper. Cloth bound.
dition. Rs. 7/8 or Sh. 15. : o - . -
Znd B é:udies in Jagmini Astrology.—Presents the complicated principles c_oqt;zmcd_m t}\e
four chapters, calculation and interpretation of Dasas suggested by Jaummh m2 a simple,
comprehensivé and attractive manner with suitable illustrations. Rs. 6 or Sh. 2.

Ask for a 'descripti've Catalogue
-~ Less 123%, to Subscribers.

'RAMAN PUBLICATIONS

“Sri Rajeswari” H Banlgalore-S
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' THE GREAT EPICS

Valmiki Ramayana

Condensed in the Poet’s own words, By Pandit A. M. Srinivasa-
chariar. Translated by the Prof. P. P. S. Sastri, B.4. (Oxon), m.A. With
a foreward by The Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, .C., C.H., LL.D. '

The Twentieth Century.—** The distinguishing feature of the book is
the scholarship, the taste, almost the genius that the compiler brought -

to bear on the text in condensing it so as to make the work neither too
small nor too large and in making the current of the story run smooth
without jarring the air or breaking the thread of the story .«...The
_translation is excellent.”

Prof. Schrader.—* The Sanskrit Ramayana has been made accessible
" to even a tlro in Sanskrit who knows enough English to use the
translation.”

\ The Mahabharata

- .Condensed in Vyasa’s own words by Pandit A. M. Srinivasachariar
Translated by Dr. V. Raghavan, Mm.A., Ph.D. ‘Foreword by Dr. 8. Radha-
krishnan. This'is a fitting companion volume to the condensed edition
of the Ramayana. The MAHABHARATA of Sage Vyasa is the biggest
Epic of the Workd=end this admirable condensation achieved by

Pandit A. M. 3f nrvab he story of the great war is presented -
with the u@ : \ by the best portions of the dialogues
and disco sgse Indeed, 1t P the Poet Vyasa that is speaking, not the
compller

Prof. ¥ A 5 Ao is a most i ingenious idea to condense
into such ‘yrig / sofftents of these two great works and to
give these au ies, togetheg/with English renderings. This difficult
undertaking h B@mgg@@@ géessfully carried through’ and I trust.that

the book will sorvesthe=furpose of making accessnble the essential
- substance of the texts to a wide range of readers.”

v "~ Rupees Three Each

THE INDIAN REVIEW

The -Indian Review is the best, cheapest and the most up-to-date
monthly published by G. A. Natesax and Co., Madras,

stamps for & free specimen copy.

and priced at -
Rs. 6 per annum. Send your name and address with 4 as. postage

Telegrams : * SPUNPIPE " Post Box No. 32

L ~NANJIKKOETA ROAD,
o TANJORE

Manufacturers of
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CENTRIFUGAL PROCESb 1
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