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The Bhakti of Prophets

By

Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. K. ACHARYA, LES. (Rtd.)

THE growth of Bhakti as described in the
Bhakti - rasamritasindhu  of Rupa Go-
swmi shows the different stages which ultima-
tely culminate into Bhakti (devotion). Sraddha
or faith is the first step. This is generated by
association with saints who have realised God.
This Sadhu Sanga exerts an inevitable in-
fluence which gives rise to a sort of blind
faith. The third step is the practice of wor-
ship (bhajana-Kriya). The fourth step is the
removal of obstacles (anarthanivritti) towards
the blind faith and unexperimented practice of
situals of various forms. This would give rise
to firmness or steadiness (nistha). Thence
would arise light and liking (ruchina). The
seventh stage is Sakti (power or strength of
conviction), and then arises attachment or love
(prema) which gives rise to feeling or realisa-
tion, and thereafter at the tenth stage comes
the devotion (bhakti). In Sufism Attar reduces
these to seven, viz., quest, love, enlightenment,
death of worldliness, unity, amazement and
annihilation of self. '
This brief analysis (of Rupa Goswami)
makes it clear that Bhakti cannot be shorn of
-action (karma-marga),i although no emphasis
i« laid here on the path“of knowledge (jnana-
targa). The thrte constituents of mind are
thinking (on which knowledge is based), feel-
"ing (on which attachment is based) and willing
(on which action is based.) Similarly the
three paths of knowledge (Jnana), action
(Karma) and devotion (bhakti) are interdepen-
dent. An entire detachment from two of these

processes and practice of only one of them
seem impracticable. "Even the soldier, in the
battlefield following the dictates of his com-
mander cannot entirely divest himself from a
knowledge of his action and a feeling of its
effect.

The Prophet is defined as ““one inspired by
God to warn and teach people.”” Thus he
proclaims and interprets the will of God, and
predicts things to come and foretells events.
Most of the leadérs of great religions assumed
the function of a prophet. They had no doubt
faith in their own proclamations. But it is

doubtful if they themselves were devoted to a \A

personal God in the same sense as they were
devoted to their own or revealed ideas. A
brief sketch of the leaders of Buddhism,
Christianity, and Islam or Muhammadanism
may make the point clear.

In the accepted sense of the term, there was
hardly any personal leader of the Vedic reli-
gion. The Vedic scriptures enjoin the perfor-
mance of the Vedic rituals, which leads to the
salvation or emancipation of the immortal
soul from the mortal body. This salvation
may take the forms of Salokya (residing in the
locality of God), and Samipya (to be in the
neighbourhood of God), Sayujya (to be joined
with God), or Sarupya (to be in union with
God in the same form.)

According to Buddhism, salvation is Nir-

bana (extinguishment or complete extinction

of all bodily desire) which would imply the
idea of Sarupya (annihilation or immersion

A
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into God). Prince Gautama of the Sakya
tribe was born (563 B.C.) in a quiet grove
(Lumbini garden at Piprawa) while his mother
was travelling to her father’s place for confine-
ment. At nineteen, he was married to the
most beautiful princess Yasodhara. He felt
dejected when no child was born for several
years. He set out one day for a drive and
saw on the way the miseries of old age, disease,
and death. To conquer these worldly dis-
appointments, he determined to quest for
remedies. On the eve of his renunciation at
the age of 29, Rahula, his son was born to his
~wife, But he set out for the determined
search. He got enlightenment at 35 after
overcoming several obstacles and temptation
at Bodhgaya, and preached his first sermon at
deer park near Bunaras. He died at Kushi.
nagar near Gorakhpore at the age of 80 in
483 B.C. '

He is called Buddha because of his enligh.
tenment, and Siddhartha as he is stated to
have reached the goal of his search. But the
miseries associated with old age, disease and
death still remain, and were inflicted on him
also. His instructions have been compiled in
three Baskets (Tripitakas) and are known as
Vinaya (rules of discipline and the precepts
for the daily life especially of monks and nuns),
Sutta (dealing with the moral teachings of the
ethical and metaphysical nature), and Abhj-
dhamma (treating of philosophical subjects in
the form of questions and answers, which are
inseparable from religion and philosophy pro-
per).

These scriptures, however, contain such
gospels as indicate that he was no longer the
sceptic Gautama and became the enlightened
Buddha and grasped the mystery of humap
suffering, its causes and its cure, The remedy
prescribed by him consists in eight-fold way
of righteousness, right views, high aims, kindly
speech, upright conduct, harmless livelihood,
perseverance in well-doing, intellectual activity
and profound meditation. These practices
lead an individual to give up the craving of

passions.
householders contain inj
not to steal, not to lie, not
to have unlawful sexual int
provide for the maintenance of monks and
nuns, and take part in their feast, Tllll
ascetic monks and nuns are required to abstaiy
from sexual intercourse, to renounce all
possessions and not (o accept any money or
present but to live on begging cooked food.
Buddha was not interested in the theology
of his religion. He was a socia] worker .and
interested in ethics—(maximum worldly good
of the largest number)
about the mystery of God but | know some-
thing - about the misery of man.” This is
exactly the policy of the modern enlightened
Governments all over the civilized world.
Buddha taught, not the glory of God but the
power of love. Unlike other prophets, he
made no claim that God was speaking through
him.  Thus he became the God of a new reli-
gion. He himself did not practise the cult of
Bhakti.—But his followers were devoted to
him and to his principles and sang aloud in
praise of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.
Before the advent of Buddha, three histori
cal prophets appeared in the field of religion.
They were Moses, Isaiah and Zoroaster.
According to the myth of the Bible and the

trcourse, and to

Talmudic legends, Moses was born in Circa -

1500 B.C. in Egypt, married a daughter of
Midianite priest, beheld God face 1o face, deli-
vered at the age of 80 the Hebrew slaves out
of Egypt, gave his followers the Ten Command-
ments, but learned from the Lord that he him-
self could not enter the Promised Land. He
died at Pisgah at the age of 120 His
people threatened to overthrow him saying—
“You have betrayed us. Yoy have stolen
from us the Jjoys of Egypt, the sure bread.
You have lied to us with your Land of Promise
we shall never see, a dream that exist
your mind.”

They stoned him mercilessly.
himself by thinking,

s only in

! He consoled
—*“They are not deserving

“I know nothing
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of the Promised Land (of plenty and joy), for
can one bring the light to them that have no
eyes to see.” And God, the story goes, obser-
ved the secret thoughts of Moses and was dis-
pleased. Thus the prophet Moses failed in
the eyes of God and in the eyes of his erst-
while followers. He did not follow the Cult
of Bhakti. But in the light of modern realism
be is credited with a miracle. * He took into
the desert the hopeless remnant of a dying
race and he brought out of the desert a United
nation that refused to die.”

It is curious that the Desert of the Middle
East, including Egypt, Arabia, Persia, and
other tracts was fertile for the growth of pro-
phets. “The prophets of Palestine were a
strange phenomenon in ancient history —bold
and uncouth radicals who spoke out of turn,
defied the rich, scandalised the priests and
espoused the cause of the lowly.”” 'They came
from every walk of society-lumberjecks, pea-
sants, workers, businessmen and as in the case
of Isaiah, members of the Aristocratic class.
They were “self-appointed interpreters of
God, often concealed themselves like wild
animals .in the mountains, and went about
proclaiming the imminent damnation of their
fellowmen.” One for example, with dishevel-
led hair and flaming eyes, rushed into the tem-
ple and commanded the worshippers to stop
their service and to follow him out of the
temple.

During the critical days of the Assyrian war
Isaiah, of Jerusalem, in Circa 750 B.C. made
his appearance and entered upon the career
of prophecy in about 739 B.C. The prophets
maintained that < they could rightly foresee
the future because they have rightly inter-
preted the past.” Isaiah cautioned his king
Hesekia who disregarding the prophet’s warn-
ing paid tribute to the Assyrian aggressor
Sennacherib but invaded Judea. He captured
“ fortysix cities, put all males to the sword
and carried off two thousand women and
children into slavery.” Isaiah urged his people
to maintain a defiant silence and said “ Better

to die in freedom than to live in slavery.”” His
prophecy was fulfilled. Sennacherib could
not capture lJerusalem. But his generation
repaid him “ by cutting him asunder with a
saw.” Thus he died a martyr’s death at an
unknown date.

There is nothing strictly religious in such
instance of prophets like Isaiah. He might
have been faithful, like a military commander,
to his own faith and belief but he was not a
devotee (Bhakta) of God.

According to the Persian gospel, Zoroaster
(Circa 650 B.C.) was born because ““ God
spoke to Gosurvan, I will produce him who
will bring salvation to the creatures of the
earth . At the birth of Persian Zarathustra
all nature rejoiced—trees, rivers and moun-
tains, sang a song of triumph ¢ at the victory
of God over the Devil.”” A divine light illu-
minated the world, and a loud burst of laugh~
ter rang upon the lips of the child as he came
into the light.” This tallies with our concep-
tion of the advent of a prophet and such phe-
nomena were observed when Krishna was
born.

At the age of seven, he was put under the
care of a wise and learned man who taught
him the ways of God. In the Srimat Bhaga-
wata Krishnan and Balarama are stated to
have been similarly educated. In the next 15
years, he refined his character. * He helped
the aged; he healed the sick; he fed the
hungry ; he lightened the loads of the beasts
of burden; he wandered among his followers
to comfort them in their hours of distress. He
perfected himself as a master in the practical
art of interdependent living.” At 30, in a
natural cave fitted out with a representation of
the heavenly bodies he beheld Ahura Mazda,
face to face, the *‘ seven faces ” of the deity
representating Eternal light, Omniscient Wis-
dom, Righteousness, Power, Piety, Benevo-
lence, and Eternal life.”” Thus he was ready
to enter upon his profession as the teacher of
his new religion. ’
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The Zoroastrian scripture, resembling the
Vedas, is a book of theology, of ethics, and of
Philosophy. It deals with the nature of God,
the duty of man, and the destiny of life.
Man’s duty is to abolish ignorance with the
light of reason, to speak justice to prevent
withholding of the truth. These lead man
from God thoughts and good words to good
deeds. In a passage in the Avesta he summa-
rized his Golden rule followed by Confucius
and Christ also. “Do not do unto another
whatever is not good for thyself.” He follo-
wed the cycle of action-life does not end in
death, “Virtue brings about its own victory
and Vice its own defeat.”

King Vishtaspa accepted his teachings. But
the hordes of unbelievers in the surrounding
nations were led by the Devil in an unholy
crusade against the Faith. In these wars of
Religion, the Persian King won the victory
but he lost the prophet. The opposing sol-
diers, intoxicated with their triumph, destro-
yed the Temple of the Sacred Fire where
Zoroaster with eight priests was worship-
ping, burned the Avesta, slew the prophet and
the priests,—And the blood of these dying
men extinguished the Sacred Fire of Zoroaster.
But when Zoroaster breathed his last a rainbow
burst over the sky above the temple and
Ahura Mazda said ““ The rainbow is the smile
of the souls in heaven giving courage to the
sorrowing souls upon earth.”” Unlike other
prophets, Z roaster seems to be a geniune
devotee of God.

John the Baptist (B.C. 5—28 AB) was
born in the Province of Judah. His father
Zacharias was a priest, his mother Elizabeth
was the daughter of a priestly family; and
Mary, the mother of Christ, was his distant
cousin. God sent him “to witness the
light.” He stepped aside to make me room
for one greater than himself.” He rejected
offer to become a priest. He wandered off
into desert for meditation and adopted the
life of a hermit. In the 15th year of the

reign of King Tiberius he began to preach the
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approaching Kingdom of Heaven

He bapti-
sed Jesus, the lamb of God and recognirs)ed
him as the Messiah. He was imprisoned by-

Kin.g Hcrod Antipas and was beheaded at
ms.tIganon of the princes Salome. A heavenly
voice proclaimed  Blessed are they that have

been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
b

such is the Kingdom of God.”

Jesus (B'C. 4—28 A.D) was born at
Bethlehem. At the age of 12, he was taken to
Jerusalem by his parents Joseph and Mary.
After John the Baptist who baptised him,
Jesu§ began as a priest. Several miracles are
ascr'lbed to him. He walked by a sea of
Golilea where two fishermen, Simon and
Andrew, were casting their nets. He told
them “ Come with me and I will make you
ﬁshers of men.” He acquired fame as ** healer
of men > and adored as « bringer of peace.”
Peter recognised him as Messiah. He fore-
tc?ld_ his arrest and death. Judas, one of the
disciples with whom he took the last supper,
betrayed him and he was crucified in 29 A. D.

Jesus Christ was the greatest peace maker.

He declared, “ You can establish the Kingdom-

of. Heaven on Earth (our Rama Rajya) if all
things whatsoever you would that man should
do uato you, do likewise unto them.” This is
the positive dictum of the negative Golden
Rule advocated previously by Zoroaster and
?y Confucius. The greatest of Christ’s teach-
ing is yet to be fulfilled — the building of a
temple of world-peace upon a foundation of
fair play.”

Both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ can
be taken as devotees (Bhaktas) of God.

Chronologically Confucins (B.C. 551-478)
follows Gautama Buddha and precedes both
John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ. He
was born in 551 B.C. at Lu (Modern Shan-

tung) in China. He married at 19 and got a .

son at 20. From the age of 37 to 52, he studied
and taught. Then he worked as a magistrate

and M%nister of Crime till 56. When made -
the Prime Minister he fell into royal dis-
favour. Then at exile, he meditated and 1‘
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acquired 3000 disciples who compiled his
teachings, and losing the son at 70 and the
favourite disciple at 71 he died in 478 B. C.
“ His pame after his death was as pronounced
as his neglect during his life time.”

He was born with usually huge ears, which
according to the Chinese tradition denoted
“the characteristics of wisdom.” He will
grow up to be a sage  prophesised the joyful
father and named him Kung-fu-tse (wise Mr.
Kung) or Confucius.

In the sixth century B.C. the gangster minds
of the nation had seized control of affairs in
China, a land of feudal princes, “ the mad
dogs of misrule had been unleashed from their
kennels.” In the same period, in India Gautama
Buddha had enlightened his countrymen and
awakened them to the beauty of Buddhism
although there was no religious or political
persecution. In Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel
had arisen against the idolatry of the ruling
classes. In China, the wise Mr. Kung (Con-
fucius), appeared as a prophet rather than
philosopher or leader of any religious creed.
Tt was his passion  to seek for the just Govern-
ment and for the superior Man who might
establish this sort of Government as a model
for all future time.”

The Ruler of China was glad to welcoime
and discuss the problems of statecraft with
Confucius whose counsel both amazed and
amused him: He gave the philosopher a pro-
vince to rule over as minister of Lin-Chiu. He
undertook an experiment in honest Govern-
ment. He was successful in * regulating the
manners and the morals of the people. So he
was clevated to the office of the Minister of
Crime. Aad ““crime stopped as if by magic;
Loyalty and xood faith became the chara-
cteristics of men 2 and chastity and docility the
ornaments of women.” Thus Confucius was
hailed as the idol of the people, and his name
shone brightly in the songs of their mouths.
The secret of the success of his policy lies in
his Golden Rule, practised previously by
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Zoroaster and some 600 years afterwards by
Jesus Christ (in a positive form),” What you
would not have others do unto yourself, do
not unto others.” Finally the prince promoted
him to the office of Prime Minister and his
downfall began. The rulers of the neighbouring
states became jealous of the Prince. They
made a present of 80 beautiful dancing girls
who spoiled the Prince and Confucius left on
a self-imposed exile. But when he died, ““ the
Emperor displayed his portrait in state,
engraved his sayings in stone, erected temples
in his name, and ordered sactifices to be
offered to him four times a year.”

He was in no sense a devotee (Bhakta) of
God. But like the successful Prime Ministers
and Presidents of the modern states he was an
ideal administrator for a short time. His work
like that of Jesus Christ is yet to be achieved
and the world peace is to be established.

While Confucius was a reformer of admini-
stration and Jesus Christ a reformer of social
justice, Mohammed (570-632) was a military
leader and enforced his creed by the strength
of his arms. He devastated country after
country with sword in one hand and the Koran
in the other.

He was born in 570 in Mecca. He lost his
father in 570 and mother in 576 and staried
life as a camel driver. He was hired as Caravan
salesman by an aged widow, Khadija whom
he married in 595 at the age of 25 when the
age of Khadija was 43. After her death, he
bad a2 number of wives and an innumerable
number of children. He held a vision of God
in 610. Both Khadija and his leading follower
Abu Baker died in 619. In 622, he fled to
Medina and formed an army and defeated Abu
Sofian at Medina. In 630 he marched back

" to Mecca, and conquered it. He rode into the

City upon a snow white camel, reached the
temple, walked into the spacious compound,
circled the sacred stone of Caaba seven times
and smashed the 360 idols.” He died on
June 7,632.



542

This prophet of violent moods used however
to give to the conquered people  the choice
either of accepting his religion or of main-
taining their own religion provided they paid a
hzavy tax for the privilege.” According to his
creed ““ All Moslems were creaied cqual and
therc were no races, no tribes, and no hatreds.”
The four sects of Shia, Sunni, Moghal, Pathan
developed later on, and at present there are
several racial and tribal distinctions among
the Moslems. Among his followers he orga.
nised a system of social ethics which was
“Spartan in discipline.” To a fixed number
of daily prayers and annual fastings he
added a prohibition against all wine-drinking.
And he limited every husband to a maximum
of four wives. But he exempted himself from
these injunctions and renunciation.

The prophet declared that he received the
divine revelation and instructions of Allah
directly through the Arch Angel Gabriel,
After each meeting with Gabriel the prophet
burst forth into a flood of rapturous poetry
and impassioned oratory. These rhapsodies
appeared all the more miraculous because
Mohammed had never learned to read and
write. The Holy Koran must be the word of
God, since it could not have been the creation
of an illiterate man.

These messages of God were subsequently
arranged into 114 Suras (Chapters) in the
Koran. [t is a complicated system of regula-
tions for feasts, absolutions and prayer a
social contract between God and Man. It
resembles the Karma-Kanda of the Vedic
Brahmanas and the subsequent Grihyasutras
and Smriti works in Sanskrit. The five daily
prayers used to be piously repeated with the
new Commandment—. “The sword is the
key to heaven. A drop of blood shed in the
cause of God, a night spent in arms, is of
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more avail than two months of fasti Vho
soever falls in battle, his sins aiil?g;gigzgc::
The Moslems still believe that * there i r;o
God but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet”.
The proplicts and great leaders not only of
Buddhism but also of Islam, are but social
reformers. They themselves were not strictly
devotees (Bhaktas) of God. But their follow-
ers are more devoted not only to the respec-
tive leaders but also to their creeds. Similar-
ly it can be stated of the Milk-Maids (Gopies)
of Brindavan in respect of Sri Krishna. Mira-
bai imitated the Gopies in her renunciation
and attachment to Giridhara and Andal to
Vi§11nu. Chaitanya of Navadip lost his self-
existence in singing Kirtan of Sri Krishna.
Jayadeva in his Gita-Govinda depicted the
Lila  (worldly doings) of Radha-Krishna.
Surdas, Tulsidas, Chandidas, Vidyapati, and
other Minstrels (not prophets) lost themselves
in ‘their fascinating poems in depicting the
various phrases of Radha-Krishna romance.
The philosopher, Nimbarka of Andhradesha
stressed the Bhakti of Krishna and Radha.
“ She is the one who fulfils all desires . In
the Mahabharata Krishna is the world teacher.
In the Bhagavata and other Puranas, he is the
lovable child, romantic youth, great diplomat,
mature statesman and God Incarnater The
concept of Bhakti took a shape in the Bhagvat
G}ta. The founders of the Pancharatra doc-
trines had already contributed a vital element
to th‘e Puranic renaissance. Romantic and
emotl_onal elements were added to it by the
devotional songs of the Alvars of the South
the human appeal of the Bhagavata and th;
glam‘our of the Radha-Krishpa sports of Gita-
Govm?’a setting the imagination of the people
aglow . Poets and laymen alike are thus

fascinated with the Bhakti
faseinate akti cult of Radha-

The Erotic in Kalidasa

B

Sri Bu. SATYANARAYANA, M. A.

President Prasad inaugurated the week-long celebrations of Kalidasa Jayanti, on
Nov. 19 at Ujjain, where the great poet, wrote his immortal classic *“ Meghaduta > on the
banks of the Kshipra river about 2,000 years back. The President said that Kalidasa is the
herald of a new age characterised by new social and aesthetic trends. In fact Kalidasa's works
are indissolubly Jinked with those human ideals and norms of behaviour which are acquired
through centuries of experience and enforced by cultural sanctions. All over the world
Kalidasa is counted among the biggest literary giants of all ages. The universal recognition
imposes on the people of India 2 heavy responsibility to do full honour to the life and literary

contribution of such a great poet as Kalidasa.

Kalidasa, the prince of Indian poets has the
distinction of being the greatest Love-poet in
Sanskrit literature. In all his literary works,
four poems and three dramas, which made him
immortal in the land of Vyasa-and Valmiki
the predominant sentiment is Love—Love in
a variety of forms and multiplicity of shades.
He is such a great master in the art of handling
this superb and delicate sentiment that the
portrayal by him of Love in one, place gene-
rally varies from the portrayal of the same
sentiment in another place, the difference in
treatment naturally depending upon the type
of characters employed and the structure of
situations provided. The master mind is not
content with depicting the love between map
and woman, but has proved deep into the
domain of bird and beast and presented ina
most charming and life-like manner their
amorous sports and pastimes. The present
article attempts in a brief manner a critical
survey of Kalidasa’s treatment of Love in his
three poems Ritusamhara, Kumarasambhava
and Meghaduta.

Ritusamhara is a pretty lyric-poem in
six cantoes, believed to be the maiden attempt
of the great poet in the writing of poetry. In
this poem, we find all the six seasons that
constitute the Indian year described chrono-
Jogically in a natural and picturesque manner,
gay activities of young folk pursued in the

. urge of their passionate love looming large in

these descriptions. Attractively rhythmical
stanzas, set in four lines, pleasing to the ear

(Ed. I. R.)

with their lulling music narrate the sprightly
ways of youthful couples, whiling away their
sweet hours in gay abandon in gardens and
mansions, day and night, all round the year.
In spring, which is aptly named as the king
of seasons, mention is made of luxurious
gardens, radiant sunshine, evergreen shrubs
and creepers, exuberant blossoms of flowers
and tender leaves, lakes of cool, clear water
dotted with lotuses, swarms of humming bees
hovering over flower beds and Cuckoos
hidden in the thick foliage of mango groves
sending forth their long sweet notes resound-
ing in the distant forest tracts.

In summer, the exhilarating freshness
of frequent shower baths, dainty costumes of
cotton, silk and gold, fond use of sandalwood
paste, soft, cool milk-white beds strewn with
fragrant flowers are described in an enticing
manner. In the rainy season and the cold
weather, mention is made of musk and wines,
warm clothing, cosy comfortable beds in air-
tight chambers, long nights, lovely maidens
and lingering perfumes. In the autumn,
emphasis is laid on clear azure skies in day time
and star-studded heavens with brilliant moon-
light during nights, rich new dishes, delicious
wines and delightful sports. Thus, Ritusamhara
presents a veritable fairyland of youthful
couples in their various and variable moods
brightened in colourful settings of gorgeous
natural imagery. _

In Kumarasambhava a celebrated Maha-
ka3ya in eight cantoes, we find déscribed with
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unerring skill and simplicity, the gay and
amorous sports of birds and beasts under the
enchanting spell of the advent of the spring
season. The bee lovers male and female, par-
take of honey from the same flower cup. The
male elephant sucks with his trunk from the
lake a mouthful of water fragrant with lotuses
and tenderly deposits the delicious drink in
mouth of the cow elephant his beloved mate.
The male deer lovingly scratches with the tip
of his horn the soft slender body of the female
deer which closes her eyes in ecstacy at the
fond touch of her lover’s body. These scenes
which illustrate love in its pristine purity re-
doupd to the credit of Kalidasa as a Sringara-
kavi of a very high order.

Elsewhere in Kumarasambhva, in the
scene of Rativilapa where Rati bemoans the
ghastly death of her husband and lover Man-
matha, reduced to ashes by the violent fury of
Mahadeva, a different aspect of love is present-
ed. This is called Vipralambha (estrange-
ment) the pathetic phase of love, as opposed
to Sambhoga (enjoyment) the amorous phase
of love.  The loud and out-spoken lament
of grief-stricken Rati that moonlight passes
away with the moon and the lightning vanishes
with the cloud, but that she alone was ordain-
ed by the cruel Fate to survive her dead hus-
band is typical of her wailings and touches our
heart strings.

In the last canto of Kumarasambhava
we come across the rapturous love scenes of
the newly wedded couple, Siva and Parvati
where a full-fledged description of the Sam.
- bhoga type of Sringara runs riot. But this kind
of description is, even according to the Indian
stapdqrd of literary criticism, considered
objectionable, as Siva and Parvati are held in
sacred esteem as the revered parents of the
universe and, therefore, such an unabashed
account of their amorous affairs following
their marriage festivities could have been avoi.
ded with good taste. The great poet was per-
haps a helpless victim to the binding coven-

tions of his times when he wrote this
the story. this part of

Turning to Meghaduta, an s
‘ exquisite
gem of a Khanda Kavya in ’two cantogs, we
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of imagina-

ﬁ_nd 01315}slelves exported to realms
tion. e love-lorn yaksha, aimless|

ing in the lonely hermitages near the l)i:lni:dier?
far away from his beloved yakshi in the%is:
tant Alaka on the summit of the Kailasa hiJl
pines away his days in exile under the curse of

his master Kubera and, in his semi-madness.. -

finds solace in sending out a message of cheér
and hope to his wife through a cloud hanging

over the mountain precipice. Many of the des- -

criptions in this poem which is an inimi

instance of Vipralambha Kavya, arénér?;litcizlg
with fine touches of Sringara in them, At one
place, a hill densely covered with mango
groves, laden with clusters of ripe yzllow fruits
is charmingly likened to the golden hued and
voloptuous breast of Dame Farth with the
dark cloud seated on the hill top resembling
the black nipple of her breast. At another
place, the cloud messenger was cheerfully ex-
ported to tarry a while on its way to Alaka
so that he may sport with the bcwitchiné
glances of the pretty damsels of the city of
U)Jaylm: At a third place, the river Nirvin-
dhya, with a solitary streak of rippling water
in 1t, is personified as a love-lorn heroine
eagerly awaiting the long expected arrival of
her lord the rain-bearing cloud. Again, while
describing the charms of the Courtesans
dancing before the temple of Mahakala of
Ujjayini at the time of evening worsliip, the
poet exclaims that the water drops falling from
the cloud on their heaving breasts were most
wglcoq)ed by those young women as soothing
the pain of nail scratchings on their breasts.
Finally, at the end of the first part of the poem,
which is devoted to a lewd description of the
ong route from Ramagiri to Alaka, that celes-
g?épcs)tyh;vriﬂ; 1ts long rows of glistening dew

n a . . >
drop compgreﬁ t(())ver 1ts lofty mansions has

with her dark shinin . i
; g hair .
strings of peerless pearls. ir bedecked with

Thus, Meghaduta, though devoid of a
story - proper, is replete with numerous
touches of fine Sringara throughout the Kavya
and indicates the intense fondness of the poet
for enlivening his writing with the glowing
35::51012 that delicate and super sentiment, of

€ was the matchless exposi in
whole range of Sanskrit litrature?omory i the

a.O-_.

a young handsome woman .

Britain’s aid to India

BY

Mr. JOSSLEYN HENNESSY

THE announcement at the conclusion of Mr,
Morarji Desai’s visit to London of a Rs. 51
crores contribution from the United Kingdom
to help totide India over her immediate
foreign exchange difficulties, came as the cli-
max to the full coverage given by the British
press in recent months to India’s financial
affairs. Comment by leaders of all British
political parties, and by the press as a whole,
has shown understanding and sympathy for
India’s problems,

The record of Britain’s financial dealings
with India reveals that this sympathy is not
confined to words.

The record is the more remarkable when
seen in the perspective of the present world
shortage of savings and world bunger for
industrial development. From January 1952
to June 1957, the United Kingdom’s net long
term oveiseas investment was Rs. 1,171 crores,
an average rate of Rs. 267 crores which, it is
thought,may be surpassed in 1958/59.

India has been one among many in the long
queue for British capital goods exports and
development finance, but the facts suggest
that she stands high on the list of Britain’s
friends and customers.

At the outbreak of World War II, India was
in debt to the United Kingdom to the extent
of Rs. 368 crores (sterling loans mostly contra-
cted for productive public works and public
utility enterprises).

As a result of heavy United Kingdom war
expenditure in India and of Britain’s inability
during the war to export goods to India in
return for the goods and services which India
supplied to Britain, India accumulated sterling
balances which, at their peak, reached about
Rs. 1,733 crores. Part of this accumulation
was used during the war to repatriate practi-
cally the whole of India’s pre-war sterling

69

loans. Thus India’s position changed from
that of a debtor to that of a creditor of the
United Kingdom.

Since Britain’s total post-war external debt
stood at no less than Rs. 3,742 crores, many
authoritative financial observers believed at the
time that it would be several decades at least
before this total could be reduced to manage-
able proportions, and before India could hope
to realise any substantial part of hér debt.
There were indeed, some suggestions heard
in Britain that. the sterling balances should,
on purely practical grounds, be scaled down.

Yet, in the course of the eleven years since
the Indo-British sterling agreement was nego-
tiated in 1947, India has been able to run her
sterling balances down to Rs. 179 crores to
finance current trade and the First and Second
Five Year Plans. What, one wonders in paés—
ing, would the present state of India’s post-
war development be if she had entered on
independence encumbered by external inde-
btedness and without this legacy of credit ?
And one of the most important financial con-
tributions that the United Kingdom is making
to India is to ensure that sterling is soundly
based and that India’s reserves retain their
value.

These funds belong, of course, to India.
Her title to them is undisputed. But when
one reflects over the magnitude of the figures
involved, and when it is remembered that
India’s drawings represent ° unrequited”
United Kingdom exports, Britain’s post-war
efforte and achievement should be reco-
gnised for what it is—without parallel in the
history of international finance. The United
Kingdom can only (a) repay her debts, and (b)
have further funds for overseas investment, by
working hard enough, and efficiently enough,
to earn a surplus in her balance of payments.
“You cannot,” as Mr. Harold Macmillan
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————

:';aid earlier this year at a gathering of n
in New Delhi, ““invest a deficit.”

British private investment in India at the end

of 1955 totalled about Rs. 40
82 per cent. of all forej
Qf this Rs. 100 crores was new post-

investment ; and this continues to grolzv fWar
year to year. (The United States of Am f(_’m
ranks second to the United Kingdom e;;c:

: 0 crores, that is,
&n mvestment in India,

Notable examples of post-
ment in India have been the
pany, which has entered into
the Indian government to dev
of {\ssam and is providing t
capital needed, in addition t

crores for a pipeline : ’
Industries Ltd. sand Imperial Chemical

» long establish i
- _ ed in Indi
;v:;ec?nll;?s entered into partnership withndtl;lé
gover ;nt to manufacture explosives in
. Another oOutstanding example of par-

tnershin i

th:r;rlllcllp 1S the Heavy Electrical Plant which

el ian .Government is building at Bhopal

o or wl.nch Associated Electrical Industries
-» Provide consulting services.

war British invest.
Burmah Oj] Com-
partnership with
elop the oilfields
wo-thirds of the
0 a loan of Rs. 13

? S[.?CC.lal item in !Britain’s private investment
ndia is the contribution made by the Com-
ﬁ%nw:vagzlclhDevelopment Finance Company
" was set up by a iti
grms acting in conjunctign v%iralulzh: fo;'ﬁlil}
: ngland. The company has subscribed Rs. 20
akhs to the Industrial Credit and Invest
Corporation of India, to whic tvate

United Kingdom investo
Rs. 78 lakhs. *

in

h other private
have contributed

About Rs. 24 crores w
. orth i

been. authorised for release frzfz.x)ﬂ:lrmtn%hi?c
:;;,r]mg subscription to the capital stock ot: ths
orld Bapk for the following loans to India e-
Indian Railways : | Rs. 9°1 .
. ‘ . 9°1 crores

Indian Iron and Steel Company Rs, 83 cror
. €S

Tata Iron and Stee] Company : Rs. 40 cror.
. es
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ewsmen  Trombay Thermz;l Power

O
Project :

Total

[ —

In 1956, despite difticulties, the United King-

dom provided Rs. 36% crores of governm
and special private bank credits in sip/f8
towards the steel plant under congjzuen by :

the British consortium (ISCON) ¥ Durgapur:
in West Bengal. ‘
The United Kingdom go’ ment has under- -

taken to speed up the annual instalments paid '
to India under the sterling pensions arrangeé- '
ment of 1955. In view of India’s present need it
for foreign exchange, Britain agreed to pay, i
on April 1, 1958, Rs. 21§ crores, representing i
four annual instalments due from 1958 to 1961.
This has provided India with an extra Rs. 16 ~

crores worth of sterling in 1958.

The United Kingdom Atomic Energy Autho-
rity supplied the fuel elements for India’s first
puclear research reactor, at Trombay.

And then, of course, there is technical assis-
tance under the Colombo Plan. Between July
1950, and the end of June, 1958, the United

Kingdom government financed training facili- .

ties for 615 Indians and sent 106 British
technical experts out to India.

But significant though these facts and figures
are, they are bleakly incomplete ; they leave
out friendship and sentiment.

As Mr. Heathcoat-Amory, the U. K. Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, said at the Indian
Republic Day Dinner in London this year,
there are many in Britain “ who look to India
for a very special contribution to world peace
and a better understanding among natjons...
Although our investment in India is far greater
than that of any other country, itis not in
terms of investment that we seek to be meas-
ured...Rather I would ask you to remember
the many Englishmen who have lived and
worked in India, and learned to love her...
We can strengthen this bond by the give-and-

take and close consultatj
ons of .
wealth partnership.” Commen
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Rs. 22 crores

PR ——— )

Rs. 24°1 crores '
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Indian Names for Metric Weights & Measureé.

By

Shri K. V. VENKATACHALAM

.ONE of the most frequently asked questions

in connection with the adoption of the
metric system by us relates to the names of the
units. of weights and measures, viz., the gram
and the kilograms, the metre and the kilo-
metre and the litre. Is it pecessary that we
should follow the international terminology
in toto ? Would it not be simpler and make
for easier assimilation if we Indianised these
new names, either fully or partially ?

Let us examine the matter in a practical way.
We should understand at the outset that there
are no straight Indian equivalents to the metric
measures and weights as such, viz., metre, litre
and gram. The problem is purely of names.
What exactly does Indianising the names
mean ?

In the first place, it could mean finding equi-
valents in, say, Hindi to the words metre,
gram, litre, etc. There are at present no
Indian equivalents to these names. Suppose,
as part of the general programme of finding
Hindi equivalents to scientific terms, some
new terms are derived from Sanskrit. There
is no question that these new terms will be
wholly artificial and without any real signifi-
cance. They will be more strange to the
general public than the names of the metric
system.

After all, some people at least in India now
understand metre, gram, etc. Further, even
though the new terms might be derived from
Sanskrit, we might expect vigorous arguments
on behalf of our various languages about
them. Clearly, no advantage lies in this
approach.

A friend then asks: as was done in the case
of the decimal coinage where the name paisa
has been retained, can’t we keep the seer, the
maund and the gaz and call the new metric
weights and measures, naya seer, naya maund,
naya gaz, etc.? We might investigate this
suggestion.

Take the weights. What are the present
Indian weights? There is the Ton-Hundred
weight-Pound series. There is the Maund-
Seer-Chatak series. There is the Candy-Rathal-
Viss-Seer-Palam series of the South.. There
are diverse other units of weights not so well
known, but still in day-to-day use in various
parts of the country.

We also know that a seer does not always
mean the same thing—indeed its value varies
very widely depending on the place. Even in
the same place it quite frequently connotes
different weights for different commodities.
Which of these weights are we to adopt as the
naya weight in place of the kilogram ?

If we call it the naya seer, won’t there be
confusion in the minds of the people who are
using seers of various values? Would not
this confusion be very much greater than any
initial difficulty that there may be in absorbing
the term kilogram? The people in the South
are used to an altogether different series of
weights and they might with equal justification
ask that the new weight should be called the
naya palam or the naya viss. This, one pre-
sumes, would not be acceptable to those who
have not heard of the palam and the viss.

Thus we come exactly to the same position
as was the case when the general decision was
taken to adopt the metric system—the almost
chaotic state of weights and measures’ systems
prevalent in the country and the need for
replacing them by one uniform system appli-
cable throughout India.

The advantage which we are expecting to
flow from the adoption of the metric system
will for all practical purposes be lost if we
tried to retain the Indian names. The com-
parison with the naya paisa is wholly inept.
There was only one old paisa with a fixed
value which was current through India. This
is clearly not the case in the realm of weights,

as I have explained above.
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One concrete suggestion that has been made
is that we adopt the following terminology :
Instead of 1 gram, have 1 naya masha
1 Decagram, have 1 naya tola
1 Hectrogram, have 1 naya chatak
1 Kilogram, have 1 naya seer
1 Quintal, have 1 naya maund
(or 100 kilograms).

Another suggestion from the South is as

ke
3
b2

t2]

follows :

Instead of 1 gram, have 1 naya tola
1 Decagram, have 1 naya palam
1 Hectrogram, have 1 naya seer
1 Kilogram, have 1 naya vis$
1 Quintal, have 1 naya maund

1 Metric Tonne, have 1 naya
7 candy.

Is there any doubt at all that the adoption
of the either of the above suggestion-s would
only add greatly to the existing confusion ? .

One of the chief advantages of the metric
system is that having got the primary units,
yiz., the gram, the metre and the litre, the
secondary units are multiples or submultiples

as you go up or down. Thus

1 kilogram 1,000 grams
1 hectogram 100 grams
1 decagram 10 grams
1 gram

1 decigram 1/10 gram

1 centigram 1/100 gram

1 milligram 171000 gram

The basic name remains gram and the prefix
indicates the appropriate multiple or submulti-
ple. This advantage would be completely lost
if we resorted to any of the units suggested
above.

The same position applies to the length and
capacity measures.

The real point is that having adopted the
metric system, there are very great advantages
in following the international terminology,
Our scientists, engineers and technicians will
use the international terminology in any case.
They cannot do without it. Our children in
schools and colleges will use it. If we have
two sets of terms, one for scientists, technj-
cians, etc., and another for the general public
it will make for confusion. . ’

The major difficulty and by far the more
complex problem is the change-over to the
new system which involves the acceptance and
assimilation of new concepts of weights and
measures. The names do not really matter to
any significant extent in the process of this
change. The argument doubtless is that the-
use of known names for the new units, inste8
of having new unfamiliar foreign namess will
make things easy for the lay public. Butas
explained above, such a step will really add to
the confusion.

On the other hand, under the metric system,
so far as the very large majority of the general
public is concerned, there will be only seven
new names, viz., the gram, the kilogram and
the quintal ; the centimetre, the metie and the
kilometre; and the litre. These are the
only units that will be involved in the ordinary
day-to-day transactions. Could it be seriously
argued that these terms are difficult to assimi-
late ?

1, for my part, have no doubt at all that far
earlier than December 31, 1966, which we have
set before ourselves as the target date for the
complete adoption of the metric system, the

new metric terms would have bec
come com
household words. mon

I might add that the question of termj
of the metric units received very con?;r)lrl&ncc;}:i%z
and detailed examination by Government and
Parha;nent. The matter was considered by the
Standing Metric Committee, its Technical Sub-
Committee, a Special Sub-Committee on Termi-
nology, the Joint Select Committee of Parlia-
ment on the Standards of weights and Meas-
ures Bill an¢ finally by Parliament itself. The
result in €Very case was a recommendation to
adopt the international terminology.  The
majority of the State Governments also ex-
Forg;?ed perference for international termino-

I might conclude by referrin
other suggestion that has been x%agzretmggﬁ
not strictly relevant to the present’ Indian
weight tola, both in name and denomination
as the basic weight and build the new series of
weights on the decimal basis, yiz. ] tolas, 100
tofas, 1000 [tolas, etc. This was given ver
careful consideration at the very early stage 0‘¥'
tl}e lc;xamma.tion of the case for the adoption
?h t be metric system. The conclusion was that

¢ balance of advantage distinctly lay in the
adoption of the metric system.

How the Land Problem was Solved in Russia

By

Mr. V. PAVLOV

Alarge section of the land in former tsarist

Russia did not belong to those who tilled
it. Thirty thousand families of noblemen and
landlords possessed as much land as 10,500,000
poor peasant households. Some 2,200,000
peasant households had no land at all and
worked as farm labourers. Even larger num-
bers of households had neither horses nor pro-
ductive cattle. By 1914, that is, by the begin-
ning of the First World War, there were no
less than seven million farm labourers who
existed exclusively by selling their labour
power.

The Great October Socialist Revolution
brought the peasants political and economic
emancipation, gave them tremendous material
benefits radically solving the complicated land
relations.

One of the first decrees issued by the young
Soviet Government was the Decree on Land.
By this decrec the country’s entire land was
nationalised, that is, it became state property
for use by the working people. “ Private
ownership of land,” reads the historic docu-
ment, ‘“ shall be abolished forever. Land shall

.not be sold, purchased, leased, mortgaged, or

otherwise alienated.” The Decree stated that
the land could be cultivated by families and
individuals, rurai societies, agricultural co-
operatives or agricultural communes. Apart
from the land used the working peasants recei-
ved free of charge 150 million dessiatins (over
40 million acres) of land formerly belonging
to landlords, the peasants’ debts to the land
bank amounting to 1,300 million rubles and
released them of annual payments of rent to
the landlords, as well as of the expenditures on
the purchase of land exceeding the sum. of
700 million rubles in gold.

The October Revolution nationalised the

‘land and opened the way to building a new life

in the country, to the eradication of exploita-
tion, improverishment, hunger and illiteracy.

The road to socialist development in the coun-
tryside was pointed out by V. I Lenin in his
co-operative plan. It consisted in gradually
drawing the peasants into co-operatives and
guiding the individual peasant household into
the path of commonly-owned large-scale
collective farming. The Soviet countryside
followed this path.

But this did not take place all at once. At
the beginning the young Soviet state did not
have the necessary conditions for it. Abolition
of private ownership of land at that time did
not in itself create the possibilities for the
direct transition on a mass scale to large-scale
socialist productiog. Jn Soviet Russia large-
scale farming required much machines and at
that time petty farming with primitive wooden
ploughs and harrows predominated in the
country.

In these conditions the Soviet state deemed
it necessary to distribute a large portion of the
land among the labouring peasants. The
method of distribution was discussed and
decided at the uezo (district) congresses of
Soviets, of peasants’ deputies, at volost (small)
district) congresses and finally at village pea-
sant meetings.

The question of the division of the land was
approached differently in the different places.
In most cases two methods were used—accord-
ing to the members of the family, and addi-
tional plots to those peasants with little or no
land.

In many places the distribution of the land
was divided into two sections: the ““ working
plots,” that is, the land cultivated by personal
labour, and “reserve land” formed from
confiscated land. The first state model farms
were-formed on those landed estates that did
not come under the division. The reserve
land was appertioned to those peasants with
little or no land.
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The state took a number of measures to
help the labouring peasants. For example,
the interests of hired labour in farming were
completely ensured. The needy peasants who
received land but had no draught animals or
implements were granted credits on favourable
terms to purchase the things required. At
first, the state supplied the poor peasants with
seeds. St_ate. allocations constantly increased
On organisation of land exploitation and re-
clamation. Agricultural machine hiring cen-
tres had been set up for the peasants. Under
the Soviet system the working peasants, pri-
marily the middle peasants who together with
the poor peasants became the main users of
the land, played the chief role in farming.
They became the chief producers and suppliers
of agricultural produce (for sale).

However, petty farming could not develop
further within its former frameworks. Its
backwardness became an opstacle in the deve-
lop_ment of the productive forces of the entire
national economy, primarily the large-scale
home industry that was rapidly developing in
the post-revolutionary period.

At the beginning of the thirties when the
home industry began to produce many trac-
tors, combine harvesters and other agricul-
tural machines all the peasants were afforded
the opportunity of setting up large commonly-
owned highly mechanised farms on a co-ope-
rative basis. Having estimated the advanta-

<

ges of the collective method of farmi

example of the first collective f:rrr;nsmtgh: npg:
sant fqmilies began to join agricultural co-
operatives on a mass scale and to conduct
farming on scientific methods.

The land was secured to the co i
by the Soviet State for their use f!:::tlo‘;'ecglaarg:
in perpetuity. Using machines the collective
farmers developed extensive new Japnds. As a
result of all this the peasants possessed much
more land than before the revolution. Where-
as before the revolution the poor and middle
peasants had 135 million hectares of land
(337 million acres), while a considerable sec-
tion of peasants had no land at all, in 1937
the collective farm peasants and the individual
peasants had 236 million hectares (584 million
acres) more than at the time of the revolution,
And the most important thing, the land began
to be used more rationally, the incomes deriv-
ed from it began to be divided fairly, accord-
ing to the labour spent.

In this way the solution of the land problem
combined with the development of the home
industry and mass co-operation of the pea-
sants led to a general rise in the entire €Cco-
nomy of the Soviet land. The acute problem
of the agrarian population was thus sojved.

' All this created conditions for the rapid rise
1&1] tf(xje w;:ll-being otf all the working people and

e development of culture both j

countrysidg. b in town and

Examinations: Defects and Remedy
By -
Sri P. KODANDA RAO

IN current discussions pertaining to educa-

tional reform, it is natural that the pre-
sent type of examinations conducted by the
universities and other bodies should have
received considerable attention. This is be-
cause of the fact that one of the most deplo-
rable facts of the current system is the large
number of failures of students appearing for
the different examinations. The University
Education Commission, presided over by Dr
S. Radhakrishnan, it may be recalled, in its'
report said : “ We are convinced that if we are
to suggest one single reform in University edy-
cation it should be that of examinatjons.”
Further it pointed out that “ap unsound

examination system continues to i in-
struction to the detriment of a quidc(l)crll;lgignig-
1ng system of education. In our visits to the
universities, we heard from teachers and stu-
dents alike the endless tale of how examina-
tions have become the aim and end of educa-
tion, how they kill the initiative in the teacher
angl the studg:nt, how capricious, invalid, un-
reliable and Inadequate they are and how they
tend to corrupt the moral standards of univer-
sity life.” The Commission rejected the plea
that examinations should be abolished altoge-
ther and averred that rightly designed and
mtelllg'ently used, they could be useful in the
educational process. But the reform is still due,
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If the current system of examinations is bad
enough, the colossal failure of students in pub-
lic examinations is a major tragedy. Besides
causing incalculable frustration to the students,
the financial loss to parents is also considera-
ble. Further, education, it is now realised, is
an expensive affair and even when fees are
charged, they do not cover the total cost of
education, and this has to be subsidised from
the general revenue of the State, which is lar-
gely contributed by the poorer and unlettered
masses. The uneducated many thus now pay
for the education of the few. The large num-
ber of failures reported in examinations is,
therefore, undesirable when considered from
the point of view of the State also resulting as
it does in wastage of much resources.

"The University Education Commission poin-
ted out that failures in some examinations
ranged from thirty-seven to sixty per cent and
remarked that it was indeed  staggering.” Ina
country like England, on the other hand they
were only ten per cent. There is therefore
hardly anything surprising in the remark of a
cynic who once said that his failure in an
examination was no matter of shame since he
was with the large majority of students, while
only a small minority passed! It is noteworthy
that in the annual class examinations in schools
or colleges, the majority of the students pass
and only a small minority fail, but in public
examinations, the reverse is often the case.
The contrast is perhaps due to the fact that
class examinations are conducted by teachers
who taught the examinees, while public exami-
nations are conducted largely by external
examiners who never taught their examinees;
To the internal examiner, the examinee is a
person whom he knows well and whose capa-
city he could estimate from his daily know-
ledge and experience spread over months and
years. To the external examiner, the examinee
is just a number, unknown and unknowable
and deliberately hidden !

In public examinations conducted largely by
external examiners, testing of the pupils %s

divorced from teaching ; it is not intended to
stimulate progress ; it is not part of the educa-
tion process. [Examinations are just terminal
tests of memory after long intervals of study.
A teacher who taught one and the same sub-
ject year after year to successive batches of
students still needs his notes to repeat his
lesson to yet another batch! The student, on
the other hand, has to study several subjects
and over the years and with no lesson repeated.
Finally, he has to sit for an examination in all
the subjects and answer questions of which he
had no advance notice and without the help of
notes and text books! In life the occasions
when one has to rely on memory alone are
few and far between. It is cruel to subject
students to the tyranny of examinations based
on memory, with disastrous consequences to
the majority of them.

Universities, which conduct examinations,
often hire examiners from other universities.
There seems to be" no justification for this
system, under which many university teachers
spend a good part of their time seeking and
canvassing external examinerships to add to
their regular salaries. It is much better that
teachers of all grades are paid better salaries
rather than that they should be permitted to
seek extra perquisites by way of examinerships.
Definite and higher salaries will tend to create
a sense of contentment in the teachers, result-
ing in better work for the benefit of their
pupils, while perquisites like examinerships
will only give them uncertain income and lead
to a certain loss of self-respect and efficiency.

The reform that is most needed is the recog-
nition that examination is an integral part of
teaching, intended to help the teacher to assist
his pupils to understand the subject that he
teaches. It is, therefore, a continuous con-
comitant of teaching, a o
terminal crisis in theA{lawoP"
function of the te, Hear '
to the best of hid’ ad

-

must be with a [yjg¥
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be fit, and not selecting the fit and rejecting
the unfit as it were.

The teacher who teaches the pupils alone is
ina position to test their attainments. It is
better to break up each subject into small
courses, lasting a few weeks each, and test the
understanding of each course by the pupils
and pass on to the next course. Such short-
term te ts will enable a student, who has no
aptitude for a particular sukject to change it
almost at the beginning of his school course
rather than at the end of it and take up some
other subject more appropriate to him.

It is sometimes said that teachers who teach
their pupils canpot be trusted to examine them
objectively. It is amazing that teachers who
are entrusted with the task of teaching pupils
should not be trusted to test them. The present
system under which most of the teaching is
done by the affiliated colleges and most of the
examining by universities is also extremely un-
economic. The money now spent on main-
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taining the examining univers
paying examiners may better
increasing the financial resourc
ing c.olleges with a view to improving the
sala}rlgs of the teachers and the equipment of
their libraries and laboratories. Each teaching
college should give its own degrees to ii§
alumni. The moncy now spent on university
convocations may better be spent on the
teaching colleges, which can have their own
small and inexpensive convocations. If some
colleges lower their standards, their graduates
will suffer in the employment market. If they
wish to attract students, they will have to
maintain high standards. Competition bet-
ween colleges will tend to improve their stand-
ards of teaching and the quality of their
graduates. The conclusion is therefore in-
escapable that it is more economical to spend
all available financial resources on teaching
colleges than any on examining universities.

(Eastern Economist)

ities and' on
be diverted to
es of the teach-
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Indian

Music

By
Sri K. CHANDRASEKHARAN

ART is #ble to achieve its completion or

perfection only when the performer
(artist) and the sahridaya (enjoyer) have a
kindred experience. Anandavardhana, the
highest classical aesthetician maintains that
* the full significance of Saraswati is composed
of both the creative artist and the enjoyer of
the art.”

Indeed, it is not only expected of the per-
former to express himself in a cultivated and
disciplined manner, but of the listener too to
have sufficient acumen and faculty to enter
into the nuances of the art. '

The intense play and interplay of skill and
technique on emotions within, especially of a
music performer, seems to affect his whole
being so much that he feels liberated of all

burdens. At least he enjoys a sense of relief
for 2 moment and enters a phase of self-nega-
tion. This is the climax of an artist’s libera-
tion and his sense of detachment.

Indian music is impersonal. For Dr. Ananda
Coomaraswamy puts it, ““music reflects an
emotion and an experience which are deeper
and wider and older than the emotion or wis-
dom of any single individual.”” If Thyagaraja,
the saint par excellence could tunefully express
the keynote of his favourite God as a Raga-
rasika and a Raga-rahita i.e., an enjoyer of
melody and a detached soul, needless for us to
conclude that Indian music « js passionate
without any loss of serenity,

Today there is so much dissemination of
knowledge of music through different organi-
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sations working in the cause and there is also
the powerful agency of the All-India Radio
for this purpose. Every one feels he serves
the higher interests of art alone when he arran-
ges programmes of music for the enjoyment
of a wider public. But the more physical is
music in its appeal, the greater is its catchiness.
The greater the hybridized form of a song and
the grotesqueness of its rhythmic accents, the
surer its reach to ears that are not listening at
all intently. For when we speak of music
here, we do not ignore the differences existing

_between notes as facts of sound an'd music
-proper. To the listening ecar, music _as a

“ truth of expression is immense ; its contents
of notes is limited but what it represents is
infinite.” )

Let us not decry the impatience of the indiff-
rent song-lover, whose nerves receive the neces-
sary titillation when cinema tunes play against
a choir of instruments in the background, to
suffer at all the finer Anuswaras or microtones
that are heard with utmost satisfaction by the
listening ears only. Indeed, harmony in con-
tract to melody, which is a basic fundamental
of Western music, can be equated to these
microtones of our own music in a subtler way.
Still, the uninitiated listener considers all these
as stereotyped or conventional to a great
degree. Carnatic music especially, with all the
vicissitudes of modern influences has not chan-
ged much. The richness of melody and grace-
notes lend unique charm to it.

The therapeutic properties of coordinated
sounds in music have a magical effect in work-
ing miracles on the physical body that are sur-
passed only by their effects upon our inner
being. The performer is a necromancer and
the entire unfolding of the song becomes a
ritnal, a purificatory ceremony, which is
designed to subdue the wildness of imagination
and the craving of the senses that hinder the
human soul from contacting Reality.

But to achieve this great penacea of peace,
the hearer must actively co-operate with the
performer by the surrender of his will, and by

withdrawing his ever-bounding mental powers -

to a single point of concentration. For, it is

the inner reality of things, rather than the

ephemeral or the evanescent experience, that

the music of India voices. All our greatest

composers have only sung of God. The sruti

or drone of the Tambura itself connotes a signi-

ficant factor of such an experiencé. The

rythmic reasonance of the Tambura wires are
70

heard by the listening ears before the song
actually begins as also during the rendering qf
the song and in continuation after the song is
finished. The timelessness of the Absolute,
perhaps, cannot be better jllustrated than by
the Sruti which convincingly brings home to us
the eternal truth of the Absolute which was at
the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

One other aspect, at this juncture, requires
consideration by all lovers of music. The
listening ears love to dwell on the dulcet sounds
of the woman’s voice in contrast to the man’s
which, however rich or vibrant, lacks inherent
sweetness. But there is, with our preseni-day
advancement in outlook, a fecling that the
woman, though not biologically the same as
man, can psychologically claim equality in
every aspect of human endeavour. Well, we
have to pause for a moment and ponder over
the consequences of such a phase. If the
human world in its outlook becomes exclu-
sively male, then before long it must get
reduced to sheer insipidness. * For life finds
its truth and beauty, not in any exaggeration
of sameness, but in harmony.” In music, at
any rate, if woman were to equip herself to a
fault with everything that man does, with every
strain and every grimace too of a man-singer,
then it would only give rise to a monotonous
superfluity.

The advent of mike on the platform .of
every music performance, has sounded the
death knell of all that the listening ears crave for
in the enjoyment of skill and intelligence with
which the trained voice could enliven them. A
performance can be better appreciat_ed.with the
minimum accompaniments of a violin -and a
mridangam instead of a whole group of instru-
mentalists crowding upon the platform and
presenting the appearance of an orchestral
display. But none can in the present-day
successfully try to impress on the musician to
avoid the mike. Its presence lends courage to
the singer, because of its assurance that his
voice, however poor, will not betray him.

Art, though cultivated and disciplined in
technique, at its best is an emulation of that
inspiring spontaniety—the experience of intui-
tion and expression in those who belong to the
kingdom of God which is within every one of
us. Music is nearer to reality and life than
any other form of art and despite the elabo-
rateness of the science of music and the
arduous process of learning it, ultimately it is
not merely an art, but life itself. :



Lala Lajpat Rai

By

SHRI SRI PRAKASA
(Governor of Bombay State)

IT would be difficult to do justice to the

life, work and personality of Lala Lajpat
Rai in a short article. The one thing that
particularly struck me in Lala Lajpat Rai’s
attitude of mind and plan of activity, was that
he wanted on the one hand to revive in the
hearts of the people of the country a true
appreciation of the values of ancient thought
and make them feel that freedom was worth
having—worth living and dying for—in order
to bring back to the land the older idealism of
our ancestors ; and on the other, he wanted to
draw the attention of the world towards what
was happening in the land, so that we have
the sympathy of mankind in our struggle for
liberty.

At the time that Lala Lajpat Rai plun-
ged into the struggle, both these factors were
wanting and so it can be truly said that he
chalked outa new path and showed to his
countrymen a new method of doing things. In
the atmosphere of that time, the leading per-
sons in the land were throwing off all the older
traditions as not only useless but positively
harmful for the purpose of taking the country
along lines of progress and prosperity ; and
then all those who counted for anything in the
counsels of the nation, were for making all
theirs to England as the master in whose hands
lay the shaping of our destinies. They did not
think that it was necessary to win or even to
ask for the world’s sympathy. If I am not
mistaken, they thought that there was positive
danger in this line of approach as that might
alienate the real persons who counted.

Lala Lajpat Rai was not troubled with these
complexes. As a doughty and almost uncom-
promising spearhead of the ideals embodied ip
the Arya Samaj, he brought back his people to
ways of thought and activity very different to
what was preached in so-called advanced cjr-.
cles around him. This instilled in the hearts of

those?who heard him, a deep-rooted love for
our ancient thought and culture. Then he
went to England but seldom ; but to America
and other lands he went many times in order
to win their sympathy and assistance for What
his country was struggling for at home, name-
ly the wresting back of political fT eedom from
the stranglehold of a foreign power-

This is to my mind, the great contribution of
Lala Lajpat Rai to the struggle .for fredom
that found its consummation in Mahatma
Gandhi, and brought us back to our own. [
first saw Lala Lajpat Rai as a boy when he
came to the session of the Indian National
Congress in December 1905, held in my home
town of Benaras. 1 heard him thunder then
not so much on the plateform of the Congress
as at the other meetings that he addressed in
the city. His sympathy then was with Loka-
manya Tilak who was against any welcome on
behalf of the Congress to the Prince and
Princess of Wales (later King George and
Queen Mary) and their visit to the country at
that time. The Prince and the Princess visited
Banaras only about a fortnight after the Con-
gress session. It was the personal appeal of
the President Mr. Gokhale that deterred these
stalwarts from voicing their protest from the
open platform of the Congress against the
resolution of welcome.

Two year‘s_later came the news of his and his
colleague Ajit Singh’s transporation to Manda-
lay for their activities in Lahore, Those were
my first contacts with Lala Lajpat Rai; butI
really met him for the first time in London in
1?18 when he was on his way to America.
s;an: tk{en I had the privilege of coming close
to him in many ways. Whenever I met him,
1 found. the old fire burning undimmed as he
threw his lot, regardless of personal sacrifice,
for the L:Ou.ntl'y’s freedom, in the foremost
ranks. His life was an open book and is more
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or less intimately known to all. His end was
tragic inasmuch as it followed the outrage
committed on him when he received lathi
blows of the police in a procession that he
was leading. It was not the blows that killed
him. 1 haveno doubt that sensitive as he was
he found it difficult to believe that a scene like
that could happen when a person of his emin-
ence could be struck with impunity. I have
always felt that he could not reconcile himself
to the scene, and the over-wrought head and
heart found relief only in death which happen-
ed not long afterwards.

A child-like simplicity, burning patriotism,
devotion to the country’s past, desire to revive

the glory of the ancients and a fiery love of
liberty—were his great characteristics. It is a
pity that he did not live to see the dawn of
freedom, though at the same time I have my
very serious doubts as to how he would have
welcomed it when it was over-shadowed with
the clouds of communal passion culminating
in the partition of the land, and his own great
town of Lahore, the scene of his labours be-
coming a part of ¢ foreign territory,” and the
house in which he lived and which he had dedi-
cated to the country’s service, no more availa-
ble for the purpose for which he had in view.
May his soul rest in peace !

—O—

Vietnam and her People

BY
Mr. NGUYEN CO THACH

Consul-General for the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in India

IET-NAM hasan area of 120,000 square

miles and a population of 23 million i.e.,

approximately 1/10th of the territory and
1/15th of the population of India.

The Vietnamese nation has a 2,000 years
old history. Quite early, my people fell under
foreign rule which lasted for nearly 1,000
years. After repeated uprisings, they succeed-
ed in driving out the aggressors and establish-
ing an indqpendent state which continued to
exist from the 10th century to the middle of
the 19th century. During these nine centuries,
my people had to resist many invasions from
outside. But in the middle of the 19th century,
the French invaded Vietnam and ruled over it
for 80 years. To the French yoke, was added,
in 1940, the Japanese domination. Through-
out nearly a century of foreign rule, my people
as a whole continuously struggled for national
liberation. In August 1945, the Vietnamese
Tevolution swept away the colonial regime
and on the 2nd September of the same year

our President Ho chi Minh proclaimed the
establishment of the Democratic Republic all
over Vietnam. Hardly three weeks after the
birth of the young Republic, the French
imperialists invaded Vietnam again. After
nine years of a hard war, our just struggle
was crowned with victory. With the signing
of the Geneva Agreements in July 1954, peace
was re-established in Vietnam on the basis of
recognition of the sovereignty, independence,
unity and territorial integrity of Viet-nam.

The Geneva Agreements had temporarily
divided Viet-nam into two parts, and had laid
down principles and measures to reunify
Vietnam by July 1956.

We have been fully abiding by the Geneva
Agreement in our efforts to reunify our
country by peaceful means and on a demo-
cratic basis. ‘

While in India, I have been struck by the
fact that the life of my people is closely
similar to India’s in many ways. As an instance
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of thisT may mention the
goes in Viet-nam : betel js the beghining of
all conversations. in accordance \:mh Viet-
namese old customs, when u guest comes tile
first thing is to offer him betel. Bet’el is
among chief offerings at the betrothal cere-
mony and at religious ceremonies.  Peasant
women chew betel to have rosy cheeks and
red lips. To the Vietnamese mind, betel em-
bodies friendship, alfection, and :
love between husbands and wives,
- I;;ly :So;ur,ltry as in In@ig, learning is held

eem. The Vietnamese respect the
teachers even more than their parents. I was
very pleased when an Indian friend told me
thgt according to a verse of the famous Indian
Saint Kabir, the teacher or Gu ‘
than even God. Learning is so much respect-
ed that along with Buddhist temples . and
other religious temples, every Vietnamese vil-
lage has a temple of Literacy.

‘Despite their passion for learning, 90% of
Vietnamese remained illiterate. After indepen-
denc_e, the fight against illiteracy has been
carried through the war years under the guid-
ance of the Government. After some initial
r§sults, our efforts met with serious difficul-
ties, the chief one being the fact that our
peasants were poor and hungry. Life natur-
ally came to them before literacy. But now
after land reforms, all landless and poor
peasants have become middle peasants and
their living conditions have risen consider-
ably higher. This has created favourable
conditions for the success of the drive
agamnst  illiteracy now going on in
Yletnam and by the end of this year all
the Vietnamese in North Viet-nam will be
able to read and write. Good progress has
a'lso been recorded in other spheres of educa-
tion. The number of children in Primary
schools in North Viet-nam has increased by
three times as compared with the number in
the whole country before independence, and
-the number of students has increased eight-
fold. My people love poetry. There has been

betel, A suyiné

the undying

U was greater
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in Vict-nam some classic masterpieces such as
the Tale of Kieu, the Tale of Luc van—Tien.
The Laments of the Soldier’s Wife which
every Vietnamese, no matter he is learned or
illiterate, knows by lieart cither in part or in
whole, just the way the Indian people love
and know the Ramayana and the Maha-
bharata. These classics have verses suitable
to cvery situation in life and they are usually
quoted by the people on proper occasions.
During the war of resistance, besides love-
poems, poems extolling the heroic battles for
frcedom became extremely popular. And now
the predominant theme of Vietnamese poetry

~ is peace, freedom, reconstruction and reunifi-

cation of the country and of course love.

Our parents used to tell us tales and legends
about the Buddha, about animals etc..., tales
and legends which are similar to those in the
Jatakas and the Panchatantra. Here I must
add that Buddhism which came to Viet-nam
2,000 years ago, became our state religion for
some time, and has been deeply influencing
our minds, culture and arts.

My people are known to be hard-working.
They honour and respect labour. Particularly
since independence, my people who are now
the master of their country have made still
greater efforts to increase production. They
have overcome the enormous difficulties caused
by 80 years of colonial rule and 15 vyears
of a devastating war. In the last 3 years, North
Viet-nam has rehabilitated jts economy and
raised it to the highest pre-war level. Formerly,
North Viet-nam was deficit in rice and each
year lakh of tons had to be imported. But
now, we have not only surpassed the peak of
p.re-war. production, and achieved seif-suffi-
ciency in rice for North Vietnam but have
been also able to export lakhs of tons of rice.
With regard to industry, North Vietnam has
put back on their feet 12 former French indus-
'tIr‘;ll ix;tlirpnses ar'ld has -built 50 new plants.

me of industrial production has
almost reached that of pre-war level. With

the increase in production, the standard of
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living has improved considerably. We do not
have landless and poor pecasants in North
Vietnam any more ; the income of our pea-
sants in 1957 was 48, higher than in 1952.
My government has several times raised from

10 to 50% the wages and emoluments of.

workers and government servants. North
Viet-nam now has 4 times more hospitals and
10 times more doctors than before indepen-
dence.

My people celebrate many festivals, festivals
for grown-up, festivals for children, festivals
for the living and festivals even for the dead.
By tradition, the biggest festival is of course
the Spring Festival or Lunar New Year which
coincides with the advent of spring, when for
3 consecutive days people eat, drink and make
merry. On this auspicious occasion every
Vietnamese wishes that the New Year will
bring about a change for the better in his life.
The Vietnamese hold that at the New Year
every act should be pure and honest, for a
cvil action at this time will bode ill for the
whole year. By tradition we have in Vietnam
a “big family system ” similar to the Indihn
joint Hindu family. Strong sentimental ties
bind the Vietnamese to their families. During
the Spring Festival they present offerings and
pray for the souls of the departed. Every
Vietnamese longs to be at home, to enjoy the
New Year together with his dear ones. It is
indeed a great misfortune to be away from
one’s family at the New Year. And yet that
is precisely the case now : our country is not
only divided, but many Viet-namese families
have been broken up.

It is the carnest desire of my people that
pending reunification, steps should be taken
to re-establish normal relations between North
and South V.N. thus alleviating to some extent
the tremendous sufferings caused by the parti-
tion of the country.

The festival of the Mid-Autumn is a special
festival for children. This festival takes place

at full moon. The legend runs that “Cuoi
a nice boy had travelled from the earth to the
moon with a magic banyan tree. On the night
of the Festival of the Mid-Autumn, children
of Viet-nam enjoy cakes, lantern processions,
sing and dance under the light of the full
moon. "

What I have just said is not something
strange and unfamiliar to the readers. For,
both our peoples have passed through the same
experiences and have many things in common.
There is a strong basis for the steady consoli-
dation of our friendship.

The period of national struggle against
colonialism has witnessed cordial co-opera-
tion and mutual aid between Viet-namese and
Indian patriots. President Ho chi Minh and
the Indian patriot Pandit Motilal Nehru had
worked together in the League Against Impe-
rialism. During our armed struggle against
the French the Indian leaders and people have
supported our cause. At the every beginning of
the struggle Mahatma Gandhi sent to Presi-
dent Ho chi Minh a message encouraging the
Vietnamese people in their struggle. And now,
the Indian Government and people are playing
an important role in the maintenance of peace
in Viet-nam and in the efforts to achieve Viet-
nam’s reunification.

Cultural and trade relations have been
re-established and the first results have proved
promising. In the last four years, mutual
visits by Prime Minister Nehru, Vice-President
Radhakrishnan, President Ho chi Minh and
Pritne Minister Pham van Dong have further
strengthened the friendship between our two
countries.

We are old friends. We experienced the
same fate and we stood together as true
friends in time of trials. Now that both India
and Viet-nam are independent, the outlook
for the further development of our friendship

is brighter still.

o |



Morphology of the Body Economic

By

Sri T. S. RAMACHANDRAN, m.a., I.C.S. (Retired), Barrister-qt-Law

ORIQINALLY representing in barest out-

line in a series of lectures at Oxford in
1953, developed by December 1953 for an
Amf-:rican Edition, it* has only suffered an
additional introduction in its Indian Edition.
But as hinted by the auther, the germ of argu-
ment remains valid and the development of
form has only justified the near-Marxian ap-
proach of the erudite author.

.With true humility the author begins with a
trl.bute to Adam Smith who correctly des-
cr1b§d the study as that of the Wealth of
Nations and not of any particular Nation and
the Wealth as consisting of a real Overplus
and not a glut in one nation with starvation
and scarcity in the lands of other nations.
The problem thus postulated necessarily
demands a study of the Economic History of
all lands and peoples, their present social,
economic and political structure, and the
mutual relations in a world divided from one
approach into Forward and Backward Blocs
and from another into Communist and Non-
Communist Blocs? Political unities like France
and the Union of India contain both Com-
munist and Non-Communist areas and For-
ward and Backward Blocs.

The author’s broad proposition in the gene-
ral view is that where far-reaching structural
changes in the economy are required, if the
economic development of a country is to shift
into high gear and is to outstrip the growth of
population, where technological indivisibilities
render growth dependent on large investments
and long-run planning, where tradition bound
patterns of thought and work obstruct new
methods and means of production, only a
sweeping reorganisation of society can avail.
He says the Western Powers now make a two-
pronged approach to conserve and improve

their position. The economic and military
aid' to regimes in undeveloped countries that
resist a popular drive for a more rational and
more progressive economic and social order.
This explains the alliances in the Middle East
and the recent intervention in Lebanon and
the threat of intervention in Kuwait and Iraq.
As the other prong, they make well-publicised
efforts ‘to bribe the peoples of under-developed
countries with a grant of sham independence
and autonomy as in the case of India, Ghana,
Hawaii etc., while really the older Imperial
Power Britain and often the younger Imperial
Power, the United States of America, whose
satellite Britain has become, become dominant
powers by econemic infiltration which is more
insidious and emasculating and less resistible
than old-time naked colonialism. Almost
subliminal propaganda is done that there are a
host of insuperable difficulties owing to techni-
cal aspects for the ““ backward *’ countries like
Africa, South-East Asia and the Near Fast to
deve_10p without “Foreign Aids”. “Neo-Mal-
thusians” are drawn upon to say that * Back-
wardness ” in the consequence of *excessive
population whereas as Cannan and Taussing
the classical writers pointed out, reduction in
population, if neccssary, can only be achieved
as a result of an all round development of the
backward socicties. Net investment and pro-
gress can take place only if society’s total

output. exceeds what is used for current con-

sumption and for making good the wear and

tear of its productive facilities,

In Chapter Two, frankly, Mr. Baran prefers
{\dam Smith’s idea of the Overplus to Marx’s
idea of Surplus Value while conceding the
usefulness of the Marxian approach. Welfare

Economics engages in compulsive brooding on
the extent to which existing economic organi-

* The Political Economy of "GTOWtﬁ:“@hI"r;fé;;oTﬂu—l 'A“E;;;{*m**m—-“

People’s Publishing House, Jhandewalla, New Delhi.

of Stanford Univ—e;it_y. Price Rs. Fifteen,
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zation satisfies the rules of the game. This
leads to obscurantism if not controlled by
objective reason. The old dichotomy into
productive and unproductive work cannot be
ignored or brushed aside lightly, because as
Schumpeter points out lawyers are unproduc-
tive not only because they are mainly engaged
in the struggle of business with the state and
its organs but also because of the social loss
from the « best brains ”* being diverted to this
serving to put an end to struggles instead of
preventing such struggles. It is like nations
now up armaments and improving them and

.competing in respect of their swift devastating

potentialities instead of avoiding the state of

_ mutual human relations necessitating such pre-

parations. So ¢ optimum” husbandry of
resources in a socialist economy is the real solu-
tion to promote growth and increase the per-
capita properly distributed surplus.

In Chapters 3 and 4, Professor Baran deals
with Standstill and Movement under Monopoly
Capitalism. He points out how the descendants
of the feudal oppressors and the'rising self-
made men made common cause. The children
of those who overthrew the Divine Kings and
the children of the Cotton and Chacolate and
Automobile and Newspaper Kings inter-
married and a monopolistic phase of Capitalist
Development arose in which ploughing back
of profits into expapsion became difficult and
impossible. Governmental expenditure in try-
ing to improve the condition of the masses as
opposed to the flourishing ¢ classes resulted
in serious resistance on the part of the Upper
Income stratats supporting with taxes the esta-
blishment of facilities of which they themselves
will not make use. His thesis in the words of
Joan Robinson is “ Any Government which
had the power and the will to remedy the
major defects of the capitalist system would
have the will and the power to abolish it
altogether, while Governments which have the
power to retain the system lack the will to

remedy its defects.”

Chapter 5 on the Roots of Backwardness is
a brilliant analysis of the historial facts that
“ yiolent, destructive, and predatory opening
up of the backward countries by Western Capi-
talism immeasurably distorted their develop-
ment. The only country which escaped in one
sense and suffered in another from this “ open-
ing up > was Japan where the state regimented -
everything to telescope the development of
centuries into decades and built up her enor- .
mous Corporations which became *re-pri-
vatized *’ later.

In Chapter 6 and 7 on the Morphology of
Backwardness, Professor Baran excels himself
by pointing out with great wealth of detail how
middlemen and intermediaries and peddlers and
dealers take their disproportionate take-off
from the product obtained by productive
labour even from primary occupations like
agriculture. The reviewer may be permitted to
recall the complaint of the old burra saheb that
in India ten ill-paid servants do the work of
one properly paid servitor in England. Logic
is driving the  pseudo intellectuals to foeticide
and castration forgetting that these will be
availed of mainly by the gifted, the competent,
and the thoughtful resulting in a badly distri-
buted fertility which will increase the numbers
of those whose existence is a burden on the
product of the prudent and the industrious.
Professor Baran says monopoly capitalism and
Imperialism are the pair of shoes two sizes too
small which have been outgrown and which
must be cast aside instead of attempting to
cut down the healthy pair of legs to go into
the crippling clogs.

Christiana Rossetti said ™
Does the road wind uphill all the way?
Yes to the very end.
Will the day’s journey take the whole
long day
From morn to night, my friend.”

Baran concludes by saying * The attainment
of a social order in which economic and cultu-
ral growth will be possible on the basis of ever-
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{ncreasing rational domination by man of the
{nex'huuslible forces of nature is a task exceed-
ing in scope and challenge everything thus far
acs:omphshed ; the wealth of mankind, as Marx
saxq, C(_)nsists of the totality of its abi’iities and
a‘sp{rz?tlons; its poverty is its ignorance and
timidity.”

The lessons for India of this book is that
we have become too complacent in the decade
of obtaining political independence to open our
eyes to the increased economic exploitation by
the Imperialist powers. Thus lions of the
Swadeshi Movement have now become chair-
men of Anglo-American-Indian concern ;
honour fails where commerce long prevails:-

torr? between the International ambitions for
In‘fllﬁ‘l of Prime Minister Nehru and Foreign
Mlm.ster Krishna Menon and the mythological
%ongmgs of Poojya Vinobha Bhave for a Yajoa
in which as in the old Viswajit Yajna the Haves
will surrender everything to the Have-Nots, the
People of India resemble Buridan’s Ass which
placed equidistant between two appetising
bundles of hay starved to death unable to
decide which to start on. :

But as Growth is the Law of Life and Decay
the Law of Death and the Krita Yuga follows
tE.n? Kali Yuga, let us travel in hope of recon-
ciling the Active with the Contemplative and
the Progressive with the Conservative. ’

_O—-—-
A Trek to Lahavl

BY
PROF. BALRAJ MADHOK

MANALI, Rohtang and Lahaul have shot
into the news since Prime Minister
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru spent his muc};
ngeded holiday at Manali and go trek-
king into Lahaul across the Rohtang Pass
Much has since been written about Manali an(i
Rohtang Pass which he climbed the other day
But Lahaul has been deprived of Primc;
Minister’s visit and the attention that would
have been focussed on it consequently.
’Manali is the northernmost end of the
picturesque Kulu Valley. Here river Beas in its
dash from the Rohtang top to the Punjab
plains finds a welcome room to stretch itself
after miles of deep descent through narrow
gorges. With snow covered Rohtang in“the
background Manali, with its Deodar grove
and fruit orchards through which the Beass
with its silvery foam and rythmieal noise,
moves in stately steps, is a neglected paradise,
In its scenic beauty, graceful setting and cli:
matic excellence it far surpasses Pahalgam

with which it can be compared in many res-
pects. The existence of hot water springs in
clost". proximity where sulphur - water gushes
qut in huge quantities is an additional attrac-
tion of this place. But unlike Pahalgam it has
no shopping centre, no hotels and none of the
other amenities which have made Pahalgam
the: most popular holiday resort in Kashmir
It is to be hoped that the Punjab Governmenl.: ‘
would take a clue from the selection of this
place by Pt. Nehru for spending his holida
and take effective steps to put this charminy
place on the tourist map of India. :

. Ascent for Rohtang starts from Manali
itself. For about three miles it is a pleasant
walk along the bank of the Beas. The village
of Vashist, named after the Vedic Rishi of thit
name, with its Sulphur springs just lies on the
way. Near about there are other villages and
springs named after other Vedic Rishj
Manali itself, according to local tradition ]ss
H
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named after Manu, the Primeval man and law-
giver of the Indian tradition.

Ascent becomes rather steep from the villa-
ge Shyaw!, which according to local tradition
was founded by sage Goutam. At seven miles
from Manali is situated the famous Kothi
gorge, 16C feet deep, through which the Beas
can be seen flowing from a narrow bridge,
overhead. Another eight miles steep ascent
took us to the top of about 14,000 feet high
Rohtang Pass.

The Rohiang Pass is a wide depression in
the high Himalayan range which separate
Kulu Valley from Lahaul Valley. Just in the
centre of it lies the famous *Vyas Kund,”
the spring named after sage Vyas, from which
the river Beas emerges s @ narrow stream of
water. Just a few yards beyond this celebra-
ted spring begins the descent towards Lahaul
Valley. This is proved by the tlow of water in
the opposite direction on its way to join the
Chandra river which flows through the Lahaul
Valley. Descent is comparatively easy and
short” because the average height of Lahaul
Valley is about 1,000 feet above sea level.

The first halt in the Lahaul Valley where we
reached just about sunsct after a day arduous
journey from Manali is Koksar. A few hut-
ments, a P.W.D. rest house on the left side of
the Chandra and a small monastery witha
vepcrable Lama on the other side constitute
this first stage of journey through the Lahaul
Valley. We spent the night in the rest house
and started on our trek early next morning.
As we wended our way along that well kept
bridle path, which has now been made jeep-
able, along the right bank of Chandra signs of
life began to appear quickly. We passed along
small hamlets, snub nosed women in woollen
robes, small children with ruddy cheeks and
occasional patches of cultivated fields just on
the bank of the river, which relieved the drab-
ness of the scene, till we reached the village of
Shishu, about 8 miles from Koksar. Here
there were some groves of willow and a grassy
plot surrounding the P.W.D. rest house. As
we pitched our camp there and undressed our-
selves for a bath in the nearby fall of snow
water, a number of friendly looking Lahaulis
who had assembled there on seeing us, began
to cast puzzled looks on us. They seemed to
be astonished at our keeness to take bath in
that ice cold water. The reascn, we soon

after learnt, was the popular belief that one’s
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energy was lost by taking both which seemed
to explain the general aversion to bathing.

One next halt where we spent our night was
the villages of Gondala, 8 miles from Shishu.
This village with an imposing fort like tower
and a number of Gompas is the seat of a
family of Thakurs which has given a number
of officers to the Indian army including cap-
tain Prithvi Chand who relieved Leh, when it
was cut off from Kashmir by rapidly advan-
cing Pakistani troops during the winter of
1948. Six miles from Gondala lies the beauti-
ful village of Goshal on the confluence of the
Chandra and the Bhaga. These two sister
streams which merge in each other here
and flow on as Chandra Bhaga or the
Chenab around which most of the famous
romances of the Punjab have been woven, are
the arteries of Lahaul Valley. For six months
in the year when they are frozen their beds
servé as two main highways for the inhabi-
tants of the valley.

Goshawl is a big village and its -residents
appeared to be quite prosperons. Their pros-
perity, as Thakur Devi Singh, B.A., who tur-
ned out to be a contemporary and class fellow
at the D. ‘A. V. College, Lahore, told us, was
mainly due¢ to ‘Kuth’, a fragrant root and
insecticide which is the main export of Lahaul.
Further down along the Chandra Bhaga is
situated the Shrine of Triloknath which is
visited by thousands of Buddhist and Hindu
pilgrims every year.

Just overlooking Goshal is the holy Godola
mount on the top of which is situated the
beautiful Guru Ghantal monastery with a
white marble statute of Shiva in it. Buddhist
monks go round this mount in * Prakarma’
just as they go round mount Kailash.

Eight miles from Goshawl on the right bank
of the Bhaga is situated the stownship of
Kellang, the administrative headquarters of
the valley. Here there is a police station, a
dispensary, a middle school and the Court of
the Tehsildar who administers the valley as a
sub-Tehsil of Kulu sub-division of Kangra
district of Punjab.

On the other side of the Bhaga is situated
the Karding monastery, whose Lama is con-
sidered to be the Chief Lama of Lahaul. Tt
is a well-built monastery with a huge prayer
wheel, about three yards in circumference. It
also contains a fine library of ancient manus-
cripts in Sanskrit and Tibetan.
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The most notable feature in the cultural
and religious life of this valley of about 10
thousands people, which serves as a link bet-
ween India and Tibet, is the synthesis of
Mahayan Buddhism and Shaivisim. Almost
all monasteries and temples here contain ima-
ges and portraits of Shiva and Parvati besides

that of the Buddha and people worship both
with equal reverence,

But of late Hindy influence is definitely on
the increase. This becomes clear from the
names. While older people bear Tibetan
names like Fu-Chou, Sung-Tang, etc., the
younger people, particularly all teen agers
have Indian names like Ramnath, Sita, etc.
On making enquiries we learnt that this was
mainly due to a Maharashtrian sanyasi who
had lived at Goshawl for about five years. We
saw the little * Ashram’ he had built for him.
self outside the village. Like the Indian sages
of the past who carried the message of India
to far off lands unaided and unnoticed this
unknown missionary of our days has achieved
something in Lahaul which reminds us of

THE INDIAN REVIEW

[ DECEMBER 1958

e

Hindu and Buddhist missionaries who built a

vast cultural empire for India thousands of
years ago.

With the establishment of. Chinese Commu-
nist hegemony over Tibet, the strategic im-
portance of Lahaul has increased manifold. It
is one of the most important Indjan gateways
into Tibet and China and is the shortest link
between Ladakh and Punjab. It therefore
demands greater attention than has been given
to it hitherto. Possibilities of a motorable
road across the Rohtange into Lahaul and
Leh need to be explored so that an alternative
route to Ladakh may be developed, Such a
road will open this picturesque valley to tou-

rists and help in its economic development as
well.

At the same time steps should be taken to
strengthen the social and Cultural ties that
bind the people of Lahaul with their brethren
of the rest of India. Thijs tis essential if this

strategic valley is to be saved from communist
infiltration from Tibet.

~O__
Recent Gatherings

YOUTH CONGRESS

The third all-India convention of the
Youth Congress met at Baroda on 3rd Nov.

Presiding over the Conference Mr. Dhebar
said, that the political currents were enterin
the political arena, which till now was the
entire monopoly of the Congress. * So we
have to be ready to combat, ideologically, the
Communist and communalist sections of the
youth. I here mean the ideological conflict
and not conflict between individuals.”

Mr. Dhebar said the Youth Congress must
hold study classes at all levels including the
mandal level. The Communists had their
cells, which had a connotation of thejr own,
They need not. use this term, but the mandals
could as well provide a forum for conducting
intensive study classes.

In the Communist Party one had to be-
come a worker-candidate first to become a
full fledged member. This candidate-member
was supposed to go through a prescribed
number of books. They (Communists) thipk
in terms of regimentation. “ We are not
thinking in terms of regimentation.”

The Congress Preside

. nt answered several
questions.

In reply a question about groups within an
organisation, Mr, Dhebar sajqd youth workers
should not align themselves with any group

Congress youth worker should
th any person who was think-
t carving out a position for
ongress institution.
Congress reaffirmed its * full
cratic values and the ideal of
ocialist structure of society,
ion the Convention said this
must be achieved by peaceful
means. ““Any other means would destroy
democracy and imperil socialism.”

On the responsibility of Indian youth in the
present times, the resolution sajd = < A heavy
responsibility is cast on the youth of the
country for making democracy” and socialism
a growing reality in the lives of our people in
the political and economic structure of our
country. Hard work and hard thinking are

called for. In this Youth Congresg
play its full part.” 81ess has to

ing in terms o
himself in the C
The Youth
faith in demo
establishing a s
In a resolut
“ resolution **

L
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ALL INDIA SEVA DAL

On Nov. 15, Lal Bahadur Shasltlr;:cli?;%gs;-
ed the thrce-day rally o the3%00 volunteers,
ress Seva Dal in which about f, women, from
including a large number o ticipati’ed.
different parts of the country par ent develop-

In a passing reference to the regntries Mr.
ments in the neighbourmgf}:odia shc;uld be
Shastri said that the people 0 nmmit the mis-
cautious so that they do not Cob-in followed
take of leaving the right path being

sent. ith in
" {7 Tndia, he said, people had full faith &7
parliamentary democracy and eyt N ould be
ous that this system of Governmen O s
maintained for all time. HOVYCV;;‘:;d ot been
they get perturbed because it Confronting
possible to solve all the prob]ems e olve
the country. Efforts were being mtashould e
them as early as possible but 1 Sl not be
remembered that their solution c'oistration to
speeded up by entrusting the admin ,
th?\di:Trgk}llz;stri said that the Col]gresiast‘l?gg I?Sé
should play an effective role 1n crthe Systemn
necessary atmosphere to facilitate e Y ou-
of parliamentary democracy prospe A of the
rish in the country. The volqnteeh ople
Seva Dal should be able to convince the p P
that reconstruction of the gourgéz’dwas pos

ocracy, n¢ a .

on%\S/IIrt.hrS(;lI:igslt]rid esr:id that the Seva ]zglv:]:sdiﬁ
memorable past and a bright f\}tu]f into @
store for it. It could develop ltsethe hearts
force which could successfuly Changen-violence
of the people through peace andﬁmf arms. he
without depending on the strength 0 s
added.

THE YOUTH FESTIVAL

1,600 boys and girls from 34 unl(;/::;ﬂflgi
assémbled at New Delhi early ]aSttr'r\IIal o
the Fifth Intec-University Youth Fes flrustration
proved that there was no room fo:he country’s
and despondency in India becausef ture bright.
resources were unlimited and the' u e e

Pandit Pant, gave away the prizes to i in
teams for their commendable performand s
dance, drama, music and elocution an

crafts. .
an”(li"he Home M;niste}r saidm‘;btf;g?;?néo;ollie:rg
great vision and T hope e s aad oultu-

ing in your schools and colleges 2 .
B fvilies in which you participate will

1Y
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equip you for the great future that lies ahead
Ot\)\,/(mie advising tlic youth, ‘L_o'lake a live]g
interest in art and live in a sxpmt, of ng/;r;aend
acti irility and vigour ire also wa ned,
iclglotn’be“gnl };our guard and do not slip ; fog
sonlxletimes those who take ’to art are carrie
away by artful manoeuvre. . -
Emphasising the need of art in one’s _13
Pandit Pant said the arts had to be haxmpmse’
so that they fitted into the bigger art of of?e s
life. Then only, he added, would help refine-
ment of one’s whole being. . .
Pandit Pant described the festll\]/al as a'n %lhé
” i t whereas 1
edom > and said tha ¢
gfdef;edays the life of the youth was dull an%
dreary and they lived in an atmosphere o
1 n}; to-day the youth had an opportunity
%ooloeaé a happy life. In the festival they got
an opportunity to meet friends from vano:s
;)artspof the country and have a glimpse of the
composite culture of India. ' )
Pandit Pant congratulated the prize winners
and‘ wished the best of luck to the rest in
€ ; . « .
fmlg; K. L. Shrimali, Union Education Minis-
ter w.'elc.omed the guests, and emphasised the
role of such festivals in the life of students.

NDIAN CHRISTIANS’
™ CONFERENCE

-India Conference of Indian Chris-
tiazgehi:sllexpre@sed its support to the G?‘;/edrir;:
ment of India’s poh'cy to strive for wor
armament and cessation of nuclear tests. i

The Conference which ﬁnclucligd;tlzéwg;“eg
i on INov. L
Sessmr'ltsabtragc(:)kllggiz co-operate with all parties
}lp(t)l?elcountry  which are working to ’I’Jphold
i?le dignity of man and the rule of law. 4
I O o s to incjude a Christian
(o) naia to 1n :
e Gboe‘;e(?f]?grrlltiament or of the State Legis-
{nteflr:es on the Law Commission which amc?ng
Sther things woulc‘lA soon revise the Indian
isti arriage Act. )
Ctllr;s%igeyigl;%operly assess t_he socla_l apd
economic position of the Indian Chrlsélax:
Community, the conference decided to ’clon 1;2-
State-wide survey and collect statistica km;'ts
rial about every Christian family. It aske lts
State branches to e_lpprgach ‘State Governmen
for financial help in this work.



Indians in South Africa

In a memorandum dated Nov.
Congress has s2id that 2 mill

12 to the members of the U.N., the Transvaal indian
o fudians living in South Afvica * suffer indescribable,

Oppression and misery * at the hands of the Nationalist Government.

~ The memorandura said the opera
facial re-zoning of the country, was th
policy of racial descrimination and that “

from the memorandum explain the position.

“The attack on the life and property of
the Indian people springs from the policy of
race discrimination and the Group Areas Act
1s the corner stone of that policy. Promulga-
ted in 1951, it is bringing about the ruination
of our people. One hundred group areas have
been proclaimed in various parts of the coun-
try.  These proclamations include miajor cities,
like Johannesburg, Durban, Cape Town and
Pretoria.

“Hundreds of thousands of Indians and
other non-whites will now be required by law
to move from their present places of occupa-
tion and condemned to live in closed-in group
areas specially set apart for them.

“To the Indian people, who bhave been
living in cities, towns and hamlets, it wil]
mean life in isolation. Completely cut off
from the main streams of their vocations, it
will involve the uproocting of thousands of
homes, deprivation of the means of livelihooq,
destruction of wealth, desecration of their
places of worship, and 2 tortured existence
without hope or security in gheftoes.

The memoranduin gave as iliustratior the
proclamation of August 3, 1956 declaring a
portion of Johannesburg as a group area for
the members of the white gronp, “to give
some insight into what is actualiy happening
under the Group Areas Act.”” The memorane
dum said the proclamation, which dealt with
the western suburbs of the city, “ will ultima-
tely displace 78,000 non-whites.”

“ The township of Pageview, included in it,
provided a striking example. ft was exclusively
occupied by about 10,000 non-whites. Among
them were about 5,000 Indians and Chinese
3,000 coloureds and 2,000 Africans. The areg
was originally declared a location for non.
whites in 1885 and has been occupied by them
sinte. Indians and Malays were given the
right to frechold title in 1937 by a resolution
of Parliament. Since its proclamation as 4

tion of the Group Areas Act, which provided for the
1€ “ corner stone ” of the Nationalist Government’s

' . i 12t “the descendants of the great sub-continent of
India are being exterminated because of their race and colour.”

Editor, I, R, ]

The following extracts

white group area in 1956, 21l the Africans have
been moved from the place. The Indian
people have been removed from a portion of
the township, and the rest will be forced out
of their homes and place of business in the
near futare.

*“ The township comprises 476 stands, almost
all of which are owned by Indians, The value
of these properties is well over £1,500,000. It
supports 200 Indian traders, who together with
their dependents and employees, depend on
commerce for their livelihood. Their invests

ments in stock and goodwill is worth another

£1,000,000.

*“ The declaration of Pegeview as a future
white group area, apart from other scrious
cousiderations, means 85 per cent less in the
value of fixed property—the total ruin of 200
Indian traders and their dependents.

“-Proclamations having similar effects have
been made for the principle cities of South
Africa. These proclumations will ruin the
Indian people living in Durban, Cape Town,
Pretoria and other places.

“It is not only in the larger cities that the
effects of the Group Areas Act are so disast-
rous. The effects are the same, whether the
Indian people live in towns, villages or on
farms.

The Transvaal Indian Congress said in its
memorandum that ¢ in spite of the misleading
ministerial contention that the Act would be
applied justly to aji, the actions taken under
its provisions show that the white people have
not been adversely affected. Now here in any
town in the union have the whites been
shifted to make place for Indians or other
non-whites. In the rare event of any white
person or famify being adversely affected
such a person will find adequate compensatior
in the 80 per cent. of the land area of Sout]
Africa reserved solely for white ownershij
and occupation.” \‘

WORLD O BOOKS

MEGHA DUTA OF KALIDASA. Edited by Susbil
Kumar De.  Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi. Prlcc
Rs. 2.56
The Megha Duta of Kalidasa ranks among

the world’s great lyrics. It is a poetic conceit

in the best romantic tradition. An gxttendant
of the Lord Kubera is cursed by his master
and is compelled to spend a year in a hermit-

age on earth. He sces a cloud .and sends a

message to his beloved through it. Not that

the Yaksha is unaware of his strange conduct
in sending a message through a cloud, but,
says the poet, the forlorn in love fail to dis-
tinguish between the animate and the inani-
mate! The hundred and eleven stanzas con-
tain precious poetry, whose fame has become
almost legendary. ~ The ardent feelmg in the
poem is not isolated, but is blendec_i pictures-
quely with a great deal of descripnye matter.

The descriptions are not. mere recitals ; for

nature is viewed through the eyes of a love_r,

in the midst of the Indian rainy season, in

- the month of Aashada, when * the rain clouds

batter against the mountain side like unto
elephants ramming a fortress.” Indeed, Kali-
dasa is at once the poet of natureand the poet
of love. He always uses nature as the sym-
pathetic background for the emotions of men

and women, a device which another great

poet, Shakespeare never failed 'to use, as wit-
ness Lear raving in the storm or the Forest
scenes in As You Like It. It is also part of
the Indian tradition to apotheosise the tender
emotions during the separation of lovers, than
to dwell on the grosser manifestations of it
during union.

The Akademi (what a name!) deserves {o
be congratulated on its effort to bring out
authentic versions of the Indian classics. But
the text suffers for want of a translation. As
it is, itis of no use to the just knowledgable
foreigner or even the Indian who would like
to be helped over his language difficulty, A
more comprehensive edition, containing Malli-
natha’s commentary, is needed.
FUNDAMENTAL UNITY OF INDIA: By Radha

Kumud Mukerji, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay.

This addition to the Vidya Bhavan Library
is based on an address to the Calcutta Univer-
sity Institute as early as 1909 and subsequently
teproduced in The Modern Review. In ifs
present form it is published with considerable
additions and alterations. Dr. Mukeriji shows

how the idea of the essential unity of the

Indian World underlying its truly continental

vastness and varity has seiezed the national

consciousness and become one of its natural,
integral contents. Its evolution must naturaily
correspond at any stage to the evolution of
geographical knowledge in the Indian mind.
In the Vedic times the idea was confined
to the Indus and the Gangetic plains from Sea
to Sea with the Himalayas and Vindhhya
mountains on the North and South. But in
later times it included the Andhra and Deccan
as evidenced by the preliminary purificatory

Mantra.

ATLAS OF THE SKY: By Vincent de Callatay,
Translated by Sir Harold Spencer Jones. Macmillan
and Co., Ltd, London, 65 sh. nett.

There are certain subjects that always intri-
gue the layman, and also delight him when he
knows a little bit. "Astronomy is one of them.
It is the most precise of scieices, and at the
same time, it supplies the one visible link for
man with the outer universe that is fraught
with such illimitable wonder. It is the meeting
place of the otherwise differentiated faculties
of man—science, poetry, rcligion and art, Men
have observed the heavens from the remotest
times. The predictably changing phase of the
heavens through the seasons guided them in
their sowings and planting, and they fixed the
festivals by the phases of the moon. They
recorded the eclipses and the stars served them
as guides during travel. In this sphere of
knowledge the first modern advance was made
when Copernicus placed the sun at the centre
and asserted that the earth revolved round the
sun and also on its own axis. Kepler advanced
the subject by showing that the planets moved
round the sun in elliptical orbits having a
common focus at the sun. Newton Jinked this
with his theory of gravitation. Later knowledge
has shown that the stars are not fixed and that
the sun cannot be placed at the centre. The
Milky way is expanding, and we now see that
there are other galaxies, similar to our known,
numbered by hundreds of millions. What
wonders are there yet in store for us ?

The book contains a series of plates, in which
the stars are depicted as white spots and com-
plementary to them are the names and designa-
tions of the principal stars, together with
explanatory notes. The book is of great interest
and guidance to the amateur and scholar alike.



566

AN ECONOMIC GUIDE TO INDIA :  Published by
Tata Tron and Steel Co., Calcut(a.

That enterprising concern, Tatas, have many
achievements to their credit. They published
an economic guide to Tndia as carly as 1947,
fl“hq present is a more ambitious volume. It
Is divided into agricuiture, Minerals, lndustry
New Enterprises like the National Labora-
tories, Transport, [irigation and Power, and
Community Development Projects. 1t will be
more appropriate to call this an atlas with
explanatory notes under each head. Needless
to say. the voiume has been got up with great
skill and diligence. )

One may suggest that the atlas may be
enlarged by the addition of certain other
aspects of nation building, on the non-industrial
side, like education, medical facilities, public
health, and the like. Tatas have brought out
a small pocket book of statistics and all the
figures contained in it are useful, That book
may be taken as the basis for the atlas.

This is not to derogate from the value of
this excellent publicatlon, but only to make it
even more useful.

DEAD SOULS : By Nikolai Gogol. Translaiion from
Russian by George Reavey. Published by Jaico Pub.
lishing House, Madras 2. Price Rs. 2-50.

This is a well known and interesting work
by Nikolai Gogol. The dead souls are serfy
of Russian land owners who were dead but
whose names were still on records pending the
next census and on whom the land owners
paid taxes as on the living ones. Chichikov
is an adventurer who conceives the idea of
acquiring the dead souls with a view to obtain
a standing in society as the master of a large
number of serfs. The idea of mortgaging the
dead souls and raising money was also a possi-
bility.

The efforts of Chichikov; however meet
with unexpected reverses. Upto the point in
the story where Chichikov tries to became too
clever by forging an old lady’s will, be has the
good wishes of the reader who appreciates his
cleverness and ingenuity.

There are some type characters such as you
find in Dickens. Manilov who is full of
friendly sentiment, Sobakievich, the shrewd
bargainer of dead souls, Pluyshkin, the miser
who keeps one pair of boots which his domes-
tic servants wear in turn, the bonhomous
villain Nozdrev, are some of the outstanding
characters.

The narration is crisp and fast stepping and
the reader’s interest is kept up right to the end
of the story. The printing and get* up are
good and the book is moderately priced.
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A PHILOSOPIY OF INDIAN FOONOMIC DEVE-
LOSOPHY OF INDIAN ECQ > DEVE-
LOPMENT @ By Richard I;\(I:r(gIEZzN(;’I\r/IIL!SJR?EF\SO
tn?(ll Fitty ni. Navajivan “ublishing House, Ahmeda-
he First Part is a rewriting and revision of
the Economics of Khaddar originally written
in 1927, Past Two is wholly new and is 8
Philosophical Discussion of Modern Tndustria-
tism and Machinery and Power Economy as
contrasted with Charka, and the Totalitarian
Ruthfessness of Marxist Communism as con-
trasted with the Philosophical Anarchism of
Tolstoy and Gandhi. The Communist plann-
ed dictatorship substituting a2 more infinitely
tyrannical bureaucracy for the one it ousts
spread and seems to succeed because of the
use of violence and coercion on the principle
that the achievement of social justice makes
the end justify any means. The Philosophical
Anuarchism of Gandhi evokes increasing doses
of lip-sympathy and lip-worship in the shape
of pictures and monuments in marble.

SHAKESFEARE : LECTURES ON FIVE PLAYS,
Carnegie Institute of Technology— Pitsburg.
This is the fourth volume in the Carnegie

Series in English being tatks on Shakespeare’s

Plays delivered on the Carnegie Campus by

members of the Department of English through

the last five academic years. The plays dealt
with by different lectures are : * Much Ado

About Nothing,” “Measure for Measure,”

“Antony and Cleopatra,” “ Cymbeline ”

and ““ The Tempest.” We have a summary of

cach play with a running commentary on it.

The criticism is competent and scholarly coup-

fed with the pleasing informality of the Spoken

word.

FALL OF MEWAR : By Dwijendralal Roy and by
Dilip Kumar Roy. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. Bombay.
This powerful, great, moving play is alive
and living with historical truths and the emo-
tional continuity of the peopies of India. Un-<
like Modern Hindu husbands in a2 growing
number of instances who turn -Moslem to
divorce their wives, Mohabat Khan continues
to stick to his wife and Kalyani will not hold
herself freed from wifely obedience and love
by his change of faith. The whimsicality of
human nature is such that this play meant to
preach that there is no alien and there is no
yoe and disclaiming the cry of race and clime,
ail should hold the unfronticred earth to be
their cradle and home, originally was based on
a tale which bred Hindu-Muslim animositjes.
The characterisation is penetrating, the flow of
language in a translation is magnificent,
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T INDIANS OUTSIDE INDIA

CEYLON
CITIZENSHIP FOR INDIANS

The Government of India’s stand in regard
to the problem of Stateless persons ifl Ceyion
is “ that these people have, by decades of thelr
residence in Ceylon and their contribution to
Ceylon’s development, earned the right to con-
tinue their way of life in the country of their
adoption. But those of them who wish to
become Indian citizens of their own free will
can apply to our High Commnussioner 1n Cey-
lon for registration and, if they qualify under
our citizenship law, our High Commissionet
will register them as such.

This position has been made clear to the
Ceylon authorities,” according to statement
laid on the table of the Lok Sabha on Nov. 25
by Srimathi Lakshmi N. Menon, Deputy
Minister, External Affairs, in response to the
< call to attention of a matter of urgent public
importance > by several members.. .

The statements says *‘that Ceylon authorities,
who are directly concerned with the pro_blerp,
and we, who are indirectly concerned with 1t,
are both conscious of our long common tradi-
tion of good-neighbouiliness and 'frlend'shlp
and neither of us would like this fricndship to
be affected by any wrong or hasty step. We
are both aware that no quick solution 18 aval-
lable. We are both exploring possibilities of
a just and fair solution of this essentially
human problem.”

EMPLOYMENT ON PLANTATIONS

We understand that the Ceylon Government
has started discriminating against Ceylon
Indians in regard to ‘employment only to Ceylo-
nese’ and they are now working out on the
basis of 50 : 50 in regard to plantation labour,
which rendered many thousands of Ceylon
Indians to go out of employment. Apart from
political discrimination, the Ceylon Govern-

_ment is now starting a campaign of economic

discrimination against Ceylon Indians, which,
is not in the interest of Ceyon.

The Government of India’s view, that plan-
tation workers of Indlan origin in Ceylon had

« by decades of their residence in Ceylon and.

their contribution to Ceylon’s deyelopment,
earned the right to continue their way of !1fe
in the country of their adoption,” was reite-
rated in the Lok Sabha Nov. 25, by Deputy
Minister for External Affairs Mrs. Lakshmi
N. Menon. ‘

MALAYA
REPATRIATES FROM MALAYA

On the 18th of last month about one thou-
sand one hundred repatriates from Malaya—
the largest number to return tolndia in a
single batch—arrived in Madras by a specially
chartered steamer, M. V. Rizwani.

These repatriates, who had emigrated to
Malaya between 1920-30, have been sent back
to India by the Malayan Government, either
because they were ““too old or too weak to
work ”, in the plantations there. The batch
include 50 babies and 315 boys and girls.

On the 22nd November the Malayan High
Commission in New Delhi has issued the
following statement: The recent arrival of
1,100 Indian repatriates in a specialy chartered
boat from the Federation of Malaya has drawn
considerable attention to a feature that has
existed for many years in the labour relations
between the Federation and India, namely the
creation of a fund in 1907 by the Malayan
Government for assisting Indian immigrants.
This Fund has been used to promote the wel-
fare of Indian labourers, who wish to rem?in
in Malaya after they have stopped working
through illness or old age, and if they wish, to
provide {ree passages back to India.

S. AFRICA
GROUP AREAS ACT R

Mr. P. R. Pather, President of Natal Indian
Organisation, who is now touring in India in
an interview to The Hindu on 22nd Noy. said
that the Group Areas Act had affected
the economic conditions of the Indians in
South Africa. “ Indians form an integral part
of the general population of South Africa and
they expect that they will be treated on a par
with Europeans of that country”, he added.

Mr. Pather who is also President of Natal
Indian Council for Child Welfare and various
other social welfare organisations of South
Africa is now on a holiday tour of India
visiting temples and other places of interest.

Giving a general picture of Indians follow-
ing the passing of the Group Areas Act, Mr.
Pather said the Act itself was framed with a
view to finding separate areas for different
racial groups. The immediate effect of this
Act was that the value of the properties had
gone down. Further no Indian could sell his
property to another Indian. This course of
events, he added, would have a disastrous
effect on the economy of the Indians,



DIARY OF THE MONTH

Nov. I.  Natiogal Courcii of Bharat Scouts
and Guides meet at Hyderabad,

——Nehru-Lioguat Poct ve bugguge rules is abro-
gated by Pakistun,

Nov. 2. Police open firc on anti-U.K. rioters
in Aden.

Nov. 3. Third All-India Convention of Youth
Congress meets at Baroda.

Nov. 4. Pope John XXIIT is crowned with the
triple Papal tiara at the Vatican City.

—U.N. Political Committee votes for the con-
tinuance of the U.N. Emergency Force in the
Gaza strip.

Nov. 5. Democrats triumph in U.S. Elections
with big majority in both Houses.

—A Supreme Court judgment holds Nationa-
lisation of Andhra Bus Transport invalid,
Nov. 6. Israeli and U.A.R. border

exchange shots.
—Mr. D. S. Saund, the Indian Democrat wins

election to the House of Representatives in
U.S. elections.

Nov. 7. Congress Land Reforms Committee
meets in New Delhi and decides to give
ownership rights to tenants.

Nov. 8. Portuguese soldiers violate Indiap
territory.
—King Hussein of fordan returns to Amman

heing  obstructed from proceeding to
Europe.

troops

Nov. 9. National Devejopment Council deci-

des'that States should take over wholesale
trade in food grains.

—Governments of Madras and Kerala reach

agreement on sharing the waters of Parambi-
kulam group of rivers.

Nov. 10. Congress Agricultural Production
Sub-Committee fixes 1962 as deadline fixa-
tion of ceilings on existing land-holdings.

Nov. 11.  Colombo Plan Committee for deve-
lopment of South and FEast Asia meets in
Seattle.

—President Prasad lays foundation stone of
Azad-Bhawan in New Delhi.

Nov. 12. Pak raiders open fire on Tripura
Village.

Nov. 13. Dr. Radhakrishnan meets De-
Gaulle.

—U.S. announces plan for giving increased
aid to Colombo Plan countries.

a

Nov. 14. Chiidren’s day celebrated through-
out India.

—Khruschev brands Bulganin as member of
anti-party group.

Nov._]S. Government of JIndia announces
Sctting up of a Thermal plant at Neyveli
wiich will be on Indo-Soviet venture.

Nov. 16. Malenkov is reported to have been
shot dead.

- —All India Congress Seva Dal meets at
Bhopal.

Nov. I7. Army Coup in Sudan, General
Abboud seizes power.

—Soviet Union and Tndia conclude a Five-year
Trade Agreement.

Nov. 18. John Diefenbaker Prime minister
of Canada arrives in New Delhi.
qu. 19. United Nations observation group

In Lebanon reports that jts task has been
compleated.

—East Pakistan Armymen ki
near Nadia in West Bengal,

—Dr. S. Radhakrishnan returns to India after
attending Unesco at Paris.

NQV. 20. XKalidasa Jayanti Celebrations begin
in Ujjain.

—U.K. and U.S.A.

in Sudan.

Nov.21. Dr. Rajendra Pr
the Kalidasa Jayanthi.

Nov. 22. Britain, France and 1.S.A. and 17

other Nations move for setting up of a U.N.
Committee for co

-operation in outer space
research.

Nov. 23. France goes to Polls.

—Pak President suspends Justice Khalique

Hussain, High Court Judge of West
Pakistan.

dnap 21 Indians

recognise the new regime

asad inaugurates

Nov. 24, Big support for De Gaulle in
French Elections: Communists and chjef
opponents of De Gaulle are defeated.

—Ghana and Guinea form the union of West
African States.

Nov. 25. Russia rejects Western Plan to pre-
vent surprise attack. ‘

~ —U.N. Political Committee votes for creating

an I8-member study group for outer space.
Nov. 26! Pakistan re-establishes
courts in the country. '

Nov. 27. Gen. De Gauile and Dr. Adenauer
meet,

military

- great growth of the socialist and antl
“Tist forces is today a sure guara
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INDIA’S FOREIGN POLIS\{ home

In a poor and uninformed cloggnsi:’quence,
policies are of immediate personatood NP
and are thetefore better unders Mdnkind ‘o
tempt has yet been made, Sa)tgs'cctively, withe
analyse India’s foreign policy OAJthntic "+ the
out prejudice either to the a e ions of
Soviet camp and without empty
prl‘sigs:t? :O‘;‘;ﬁ{u fact has escqped or;%t;ci‘z
that there was once a shift of forgé%?a?n Sorse,
1953 and again in 1958. In 1a e been tied
India’s foreign policy has a\g’ zis specially
with the Commonwealth and t aof Seapons.
indisputable in the purchase famont an
But the other basis of non-al%ﬁ to 1958
alternate service is there. From Soviet camp
is the phase when service to the o Atlantie
is a little bit more frequent than 10 e o 10
camp; but the reverse phase se€ S of the
have been inaugurated. What pParliament
local communist opposition 11 Cister Was
during 1952, when the prime ﬂrl-l]ong nter-
thrice unable to speak due to 1}01:1 e The
ruptions, played may bga enqmre,ﬁon was -
fact that the communist oppoSledingsyears
creasingly tamed during the succc’21 only be an
may also be studied. Thxs.woul. ary \mport
interesting side enquiry, while prim Y foroian
ance should be attached to the bases o
policy. When some one makes ?ﬁevements
and detailed presentation of the acbe e 10
of India’s foreign policy, 1t will © o policy,
restate individual items of forelzf Rth
where India could have dome bett® e in
not and which she mayxic?tt drc))rifxsgego s

ut through but 18 .

futre %HINA’§ FOREIGN POLICYoliCyo

Vlada Teslic, discussing the f'ore1gr/1) }airs -
China in the Review of Internatianal A
serves that for China, as for alll1 osharpening
tries, aligned or non-aligned, tde T anot
of international relations an g
solve anything. He goes on to : for pacifist

“ No onme is for peace Jus much more
reasons. The whole matter l? ace today
serious, because the question Of P

. . [+
. socialism. Tb
is the same as the question of i-imperia-

ntee for the
C tioidua
future of humanity and of €very individu

country. Under present co / |
beugf l?1,0 use to anybody, for humanity wou

f
be plupged into catastrophe by the use ©

' 72

nditions, war would

eace
eapons. Once we have chosen p >
puctga(; VEf \evar, then the road of active ?‘0
ll;isistence is the only realistic and _peacl:e 2111
eolic as well as the only policy which leads
Fo sg’cialism, both in natlonal. and mtter-
national proportions. Blocs,.by their (_:hgrac e(;,
are predestined to fight agatmst té\;;goige’r} -
sovereignty of states an ns.
e I?[;ge is ﬁghg{ing for national equality, she%
cannot allow herself to violate the equality o
other countries. If she is fighting for peace,
as is being said, she canno! justify war o(;'
attack peaceful coexistenp{; bet\t;veeq asltz;;:ie?:s
i not blocs) with different soci .
’Ill“al‘ltéosltlitfggle for socialism in thte' worlcfi c{alg;;)stt
onciled with the practice of ist
?eelatrig%s between socialist countries, I.€., dis
recard of the right of individual countries to
degvelop socialism in accordance with their own
conditions. If she continues to do otherw;et.
China will come into ever sharper con “(:i
ith the development of relations in the world.
Xt the present moment, _such c]qnﬂlgts are ever
vident in her foreign policy.
moreSePACE STATION%VAF’{}ER ;?172%](“
t Germ
Prof. Eugen Seonger, Wes erman, octe?
t,/said in an interview, put
svxe%‘l:(rly news magazine, Der Spiegel, thatt‘ h:
thought there would be manned space station
after 1970. L
80%2: years after that, he said, ‘pasls)engexs
would fly to the stations and th\{voutld d?slt):nt
‘e for manned rockets to iy to
ig:etio at speeds of between 60,000 and
iles an hour. )
60%?3? rSnaenger said that it should be possible
to send' unmanned rockets to Mars and Venus
“j ext few years.”
" theﬁr:R'MS AID TO PAKIS'frAtI;I‘ {ndia
. . .
. J. J. Singh, President o
Lela\nllg‘;je of America, suggfi’lste(rln sthaz:(ti tt(t:i) ;i]q?-
should immediately stop all ar I to Pakis
__especially under the present ci .
zaers) anecslpinstea)é give economic aid to Pakistan
ster her creaking economy.
toIl[)lo; letter dated NO\SI._ llhto t'getba]tvflxz I;(’);l;
Tribune,” Mr. Singh said t \
gne r&léi street in Pakistan was not Lnter;it;:go:;
i as
er or not the I"e}lglstan army | :
;vvﬁ?hnuclear capabilities. He 1s m_teresteci in
bread and shelter and if this 1xls de:v:]ec‘i‘ ;(t)’ro ;x;
long, then even tbe n tro1
tfl;’;nxerrzlle mgay falter and fumble, bringing

utter chaos.
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MILITARY DICTATORSHIP IN
PAK STAN

Pakistan is the first country of the Com-
monwealth to have passed under military
dictatorship.  President Mirza’s contempt for
the Pakistan politician is easy to understand,
says The Observer : their record has been sin-
gularly miserable. But he has Jeft himself
with a hard task. A country of 80 million
people cannot be governed indefinitely under
martial lJaw and after a while he must try to
produce a new Constitution.

“In acting as he has done, President Mirza
cannot claim to have been using emergency
powers granted to him by the Constitution,
They do not exist and President Mirza has
said his only authority was the °revolution.’
From the light-hearted way the President and
Gen. Ayub Khan spoke to a journalist about
their coup—as though it were a clever prank—
it looks as if they have little idea of what they
may have started.

¢ With Pakistan and Burma both going un-
der military rule the prospects of democracy in
South Asia have grown darker. India is the
only country in the region which has operated
the system impressively and that is, probably
because India has a large and educated middle
class. Other countries lack this. The West.
ern Powers must necessarily accept and work
with these military regimes but they should
also do what they can to help them to return
to parliamentary government.”

INDUS BASIN WATER

Discussing the canal water dispute between
India and Pakistan the Round Table argues
that expedients which require friendly co-oper-
ation between the two countries seem to be
ruled out at this stage by the mutual suspicion
and distrust that now mark their relations,
The idea of complete separation of the water
resources has bitten deep into the imagination
of both countries ; and no matterlwhat the cost
it is along that line that the best hope of a
solution is to be found.

*“In May of this year, representatives of
India and Pakistan sat down in Rome with re.
presentatives of the World Bank to consider
estimates for constructing the necessary re-
placement canals and storage works in Pakis-
tan. The Indian representatives thought the
estimates too high ; both sides agreed to meet
again in London in July. Itis believed that g
revised plan is now under consideration which
would scale down costs to India from £430
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million to about £250 million ; but it seems to
hinge on bringing India’s reductions of water
to Pakistan into relation with Pakistan’s re-
placements as they become available. Although
under this scheme it would be some time before
total replacement could be effected, India’s

acceptance would bring steadily nearer the day-

when the eastern rivers will stand at her com-
plete and absolute disposal,

‘The price of agreement would perhaps
demand some small slowing down of India’s
development plans, and a waiver by Pakistan
of her absolute claim to her * traditional

water.” India would need assurance that,
after a fixed interim period had expired, Pakis-
tan wiil

demand no water at a]| from the
eastern rivers ; meanwhile, Pakistan will re-
quire a guarantee that, so long as replacement
work proceeds as quickly as is physically possi-
ble, India will withhold no more water from
Pakistan than can be made good from other
sources. If agreement on such lines were
reaChed,tl}e World Bank could, no doubt, take
the lead in persuading Commonwealth coun-
tries, the United States and Western Germany
to assist India and Pakistan to obtain the
necessary capital funds.”

This, according to the writer, would be &
small price to pay for the composition of a
dispute which can at any time flare up into a
serious threat to peace,

THE OIL INDUSTRY
Perhaps the most tangible evidence of the
gount'ry’s progress during the last ten years has
Ae:(ril ltlliﬁ;he sphere of industrial development.
beautifully illustrated magazine of the Stand-
ard Vacumn Company, is reflected most in the

oil industry. It has been a fruitful cooperation
in business since 1893

new problem produycts.

But it was only after 1947 that a new pattern
began to emerge. Refining and Producing
were added to the marketing functions, thus
converting Stanvac in India more nearly to
what is termed as an “ integrated ” organiza-

tion. Among other things, these developments -

brought in their wake an increase in the Com-

pany’s investments in India, in the staff .
strength and the participation of nationals in -

positions of greater responsibility. ~Chief
among the many factors which has contributed
to the Company’s development to its present
status is its willingness to serve to the best of
its abilities the public of India.”

_cut a four-minute slice from t

progress, according to Sranvac, the .

with the marketing of

e
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THE CLASSICAL MUSIC 'OF IN]?)IfAthe
The classical music of Indj:a, hoanse Of the
world’s great cultural'treasurcfs,ontiers o
been little known outside our f1C the.r The
reasons, according_t(]) 'f[lhvrv;eltf:r in
imes, are mainly : ) .
Yefl;nzc;ian music, normally no& ‘:rrflct)trcrg;n clz
hence not available for, study an partists nce
by artists abroad : t00 few Indlaﬁl artists oot
foreign countries ; str?qgest of a , ot e
tly most of them disliked the very
recording.”
) Inrdiang music is an intensely personoasle;dr_t.he
«“The performer is also a com%ven ’two,
may sing.or play for an hour (Lr gven LW,
weaving a continuous, closely linke

> 2. is soul if you
improvisation. It would sear }lllllss and placed

disk—all that

it on one side ofa 78 r. p. M. It would be

India produces commercially. .
like re%ording a four-minute slice ‘%f slfgre:alll’
oven and saying: * This is the d?to “he
Symphony.” But the crime in regafh builds
Indian would be greater, because oetif and
everything out of a single germ or mhas s e
any one section depends on what g

efore.” ) to recording
- str objection .
An even stronger objecti } had certain

also existed. Each great arti L
secrets of performance that he had afiqgg;_
through long years of study and €xperim
tion. |
“These secrets he guarded jealquslt)‘l, Oft‘)ii
passing them on to a favoured pupil when e
own days were numbered. (One 18 remmrets
of Paganini and his own c]osqu kept iec o
of violin-playing, many of which went o.
grave with him.)” ’ . i he
“The master’s reasoning was s!mp!e s if ¢
recorded, anybody merely by .sw1tch_mg ton po
phonograph could Jearn to imitate his arh o
would be deprived of his hvehhood”by cha
tans, and his art would be debasefd. .
This thinking had been changing gT?Q?ateé’
over a period of years. What PfeC‘tPl ai "
matters was the visit of two important fore %
musicians who became and champions
Indian music.

i {
“The first was Yehudi Menuhin, who g0
Angel Records interested ; the second was

Nicholas Nabokov, who played the part of

catalyst at a seminar on Indian.musicdlrtxoBo:::
bay in which this writer was privilege p
ticipate.
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VOLCANIC ERUPTION ON MOON
. . . tine theo-
lcanic eruption upsetting existing t
rie? ovr? the landscape of the moon was sighted
by according to a Soviet scientist on Nov. 3,

Tass report. ‘

Astropnomer Nikolal K_ozyrev, observing the
moon with a 50-inch mirror telescope at the
Crimea observatory, noted arreddlsh.outhne
around the Alfons volcano, Tass said. He
made 20 photographs of the Alfons crater in
the course of three week’s observatlop. »

Prof. Alexander Mikhgilov, Chairman of
the Astronomical Council of the Soviet Akca-
demy of Sciences, said there was no doubt that
Mr. Kozyrev had really seen a volcanic erup-
tion on the moon.

Mikhailov said, “We can now regard as
completely unfounded the existing view on the
origins of characteristic fealures\of the lunar
landscape, which ascribes them to the fall of

eteorites.
m“The volcanic eruptions shows that the
moon shares similar processes to _the earth
which are responsible for the formation of the
mountain relief,” he added.

But a British astronomer at the Royal
Observation of London ha’ts warned against a
“too hasty assumpn.on’ on the volcanic
nature of the recent disturbance on the moon
reported from Russia last month.

The Soviet news agency, Tass reported that
volcanic eruption on the moon had been ob-
served on Nov. 3 by Mr. Nikolai Kozyrev, a
Soviet astronomer at Crimea observatory.

Watching over a period of three weeks, he
was reported to have noted a reddish outline
around ' the < Alfons > crater and his observa-
tions were subsequently _supported by Prof.
Alexander Mikhailoy, Chairman of the Austro-
nomical Council of the Societ Academy of

ciences. .
> The British astronomer, Dr. Ci: Pagal, said

that what had been observed mxgh’t, onlivi
have been gases a_round the crater” and
added that ““the evidence of a volcanic erup-

tion is not conclusive one way olr the. other.t’.’
el said that a major volcanic eruption

onDt{]'eP;%on had last been reported in 1787.
Craters on the planet could in any case be
cither volcanic in origin or could be caused.by
meteorites and one volcanic eruption did not
upset the existing theories on the origin of the

moon’s landscape.
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GOVERNORS IN OUR
CONSTITUTION

Mr. V. P. Menon, who was formerly Re-
forms.(,‘ommissjoner and later acting Governor
of Orissa, writing in the Mail on the Evolution
of Indian administration, says that our Gover-
nors do not have any rcal power. He writes :

What the Ministries have done is to reduce

the position of the Governor to that of a
figurehead. Itis always dapgerous in an ad-
ministration to create functionaries without
responsibility, but the Congress are apparently
quite unable to forget their past conflicts with
Governors during the days of the British. The
Governor is still distrusted, and is generally
ignorant of day-to-day administrative pro-
blems. The Governor, at any rate during his
term of office, is supposed to be a non-party
man, a position enabling him to ascertain not
only the views of the Congress but also the
reactions of other parties in the State. He
should thus be a valuable asset to his own
Ministry. The latter, in its turn, should cog-
sult the Governor on all important matters
affecting the policy and administration of the
Government. A well-mformed Governor
could also be a stabilising factor so far as the
Services are concerned. But neither the Chief
Minister nor the Chief Secretary ever sees the
Governor for consultation or advice. No
Governor would wish to usurp the authority of
the Ministry to take final decisions, but he
could by his detached outlook and experience
help the Ministry in a substantial way. [
speak with some experience of my own posi-
tion in Orissa. The Chief Minister had full
consultations with me as Governor on all im-
portant matters of administration, and even
invited me to preside over Cabinet meetings.
I also had constant contacts with the Chief
Secretary and even summoned meetings of
Coliectors—all this with benefit. 1 am sure,
not only to myself but also to the Govern-
ment. What purpose can a Governors’ Con-
ference serve when the Governors themselveg
know only what they glean from the news.
papers ?

“ OXFORD OPINION”

Prime Minister Nehru welcomed a venture
by the Oxford University students in bringing
out a special eastern issue of their magazine
Oxford Opinion. ) )

The magazine, which holds independent
views, is staffed entirely by undergraduates at
the University to provide a forum for unde-
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graduate_s, senior members, and distinguished
guest writers, whatever their opinion.

Mr. Nehru’s message is published in the
special issue dated Nov. 6. He stated : < [ am
glad to learn that Oxford Opinion 1s bringing
Out a special castern issue to promote further
understanding between the people of the
Western world and the people of Asia. In this
world which is so full of * cold war’ and fear
and hatyed, every venture which leads us away
from this vicious circle is to be wejcomed.

‘Oxford is a famous name all over the
world because of the djstinction of its Univer-
sity through the ages. It is fitting that such a
venture should come out of Oxford. I hope
that many will profit by it.”

QUEMOY AND MATSU
. The New York Times has suggested that the
islands of Quemoy and Matsu be turned over
to the Chinese Communists. In the course of
an editorial it says: Our views of what
would constitute a reasonable settlement of
the Taiwan Straits question are :

“(1) The Eisenhower-Dulles doctrine of ‘no
force’ on either side is the proper place to
zha;ltl.]d (2) The islands of Quemoy and Matsu

munists for as long as that regime remains in
power on the Chinese mainland.” *

_“They should be turned over (a) because
historically and geographically they have
always been a part of the mainland ; (b) be-
cause they are useless to Chiang except for
offensive purposes of which our Government
disapproves and, (c) because, in the long run,
1t Will be found impossible to maintain a situa-
tion of genuine stability and to remove what
President Eisenhower has called “a thorn in the
side of peace’.

“(3) The civilian inhabitants of the Islands
should be given their free choice to go with
Mao or Chiang.”

“(4) The Government of Taiwan should
receive strong reinforcement of United States
arms and the Governments of Australia and
New Zealand and other Pacific nations should
be invited to join us in guarantees of the de-
fence of Taiwan,” ’

*“(5) In these circumstances we would not
have to trust the word of the Communist
about making a cease-fire * dependable ”* for
the simple reason that the Communists would
find it impossible to break it. A Communist
attack on Taiwan would be an incomparably
greater undertaking than the allied crossing of
the English Channel in 1942.”

be turned over to the Chinese Com- .
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SOVIET CHALLENCITZ TO WESH;I‘r Lo

Mr. Khruchev, SovtietChl:‘ﬁg:]eg el:’{)m:; ¢ W

{ d a concrete
It)gtcé?ligeire in the field of peaceful economy,
says Tass.

He has made the
seven-year plan d
1959 and 1965.

Mr. Khrushchev’s the
plan have been approve
of the Central Committee

ist Party in Moscow. o
mulgllrs. Krus%chev said that it was planned

i i in the
increase gross industrial prodengctu%gmglare
Soviet Union by about 80 per ¢

ith 1958. o
Wl?he main task of the plan was t:fe tguerilgo-
powerful advance of all b{aqches e
nomy on the basis of priority €XP

industry. . ars,
hcanz’. 1In(hrusl){chev said that in the seven years

the volume of State capital Inv§stmenzsst\:’n(;1;1ts
almost equal the volume of capxtallmvt e
in the national economy throug 1°ut ol
14 years of Soviet Government. he previous
_increase 1-8 fold as compared with the p
seven-year period. ) . e
Theydra f‘: target figures envl_saged alll lggﬁjﬁt.
of about 1'7 fold in gross af_g,mculturar ey
By the end of the planned seven-y?ﬁ_oé) Puds
a grain harvest of 10,000-11,000 miti 0 vas (0
(between about 180 million tons) @ y¢4
be ensured.
is theses envisaged a 62-65 dpe.rn c:gg
increase in the national income durng ==
seven year period.

« MASS SLAVERY ” IN CH;l;]? Suate
‘Mr. John Foster Dulles, Secretar haried/
de?]/{)runces Communist China for ]fevgrflsﬁ:}e’
imposing upon the 650 million peop eslavery-
mainland a backward system of massls-natioﬂ’
Mr. Dulles, who presided at the dwhat he
Colombo Plan Conference, cOntraste wof its
called the Chinese Communist coer:a(;n by the
people with the efforts being m better the
nations attending the conferencelgo o eSouth
liVeSSOf 7?10 million people who live
and South East Asia. Yy y .
Mr. Dulles referred to China's n;v\;nd‘g?r?;l
mune ”’ systera for agricultqral an somi-mili-
production, which is orgamsed on
ry lines. g
ta I):Ie said the full facts of the co-mﬂun%:g:r
tem only now were coming to lig s;ought 10
it he added, the human being was

. -
allenge in the pew Sovie
%l;a to %e fulfilled between

ear
ses on the seven ye
d at a plenary meeting
of the Soviet Com-

: ' e
,  be denied individuality and personality- H
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's treated as a mere material unit valued
((;rnlsybzsat labourer for the State. He l%s'es
not only what little property h1§ ma;ters dd
not already confiscated, he loses his ometgxils
his family.” In the communes aggregaklo S
of ten to forty thqusapd ‘all purpose;vor ersn
live in crude dormnones_wnh men a(xil’ w?hmlee~
largely segregated and children placc} inw torS
sale nurseries. Venerated graves of ances of i
familiar mounds that dotted the peace1 ud
countryside, are everywhere being plo&lﬁ.le
under. The ancient and rich culture of fm;:,
the respected customs and beliefs cf) §]s
people and the basic values of their ?r?txhz
life are being _obliterated in the name o the
great leap farward’ decreed by Pekmgl; ol
these measures are being carried out by

rcion. _
haf\jllf“l;ﬁ?lecs said the Chinese Communist
rulers sought through the creation of a vast
slave State to enhance the power of the i1nter-
national Communist movement. Despgtxsms:
have always failed in the past. Any eslpo.
tism founded upon the denial of human va Ees
and upon the exaltauon of materlqhsrq, as
within it the seeds of its own destruction.
AUTHORS AS ARTISTS
The August issue of Courier published lloly
UNESCO presents a  glimpse of what tot;
Editors believe to be “a unique pagoarglath [
vast though little-explored perspectlve%ll : ?s
is of the many great men and women of le ?
who have sought to satisfy thel_r.hunger {)t
self-expression not only by writing dno;t.:ns,
plays or poetry but also by sketching, drawing
or painting—either as a vocation Or as altal
amusing pastime. In the nature of t.hlr}gsfsx}(:l
a study cannot be exhaustive but it 18 a_;rhy
comprehensive in treatment as in courage. te
authors have sought to restrict their chon_ceh o
a number of well known novelists, playwrights
and poets from different lands to mention g
few typical instances there are sketches a_n(1
drawings by author-artists of such dvane
interests like Tolstoy, Tagore, Hans An %\rls?;),
Geothe, Kipling, Thackeray, Blake, .Me s12
Pushkin, Stevenson, Lewis Carrola, a; ¢
Twain and soon. They are reprcsentat}ved
many lands and varied talents and’ aptitudes.
In most cases, of course, the author’s genius 1
10 be found in his writings not in his drawings.
Yet these paintings and drawings as the detor,s
say reveal an important aspect of the authgr s
character, and help us tovs{ard a 'better under-
standing of the man and his writings. In some
cases, as we see 1n the§e- prints, genius has
revealed itself both in writing and painting.
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ARCHITECTURAL POLICY

Fifty years ago the celebrated arteritic
Havell said : “ Indian art cries out for. bread ;
We give it museums, exhibitions and archae-
logy.” We will now be giving it a ** coherent
policy,” writes the well known Madras archi-
tect L. M. Chitale in a timely leiter to the
Hindustan Times, should the high level discus-
sions, now contemplated by the Ministry of
Works, Housing and Supply, materialize. Was
there any State architectural policy, he asks,

“That produced the Taj Mahal, the shrines
of Mount Abu, the Kailas at Ellora, not to
mention public offices, irrigation works and
everything of practical utility that the art of
building could provide, which our ancestors
built?  What were the State laws that dictated
the siting of these architectural treasures with-
out ““jarring” aesthetics? Let the historians
answer. The hereditary craftsmen imbued with
Indian culture and way of life, who in the
words of Sir George Birdwood, had ** content-
ment of mind and leisure, and pride and plea-
'sure in it for its own sake, which are essential
to all artistic excellence,” created these marvels
under no compulsion. Even in those days the
State was the major builder.”

Mr. Chitale pleads for a policy of laissez-
Jaire in respect of architecture.

*“ The fundamental requisite to ensure civic
aesthetics and prevent architectural atrocities
are rigid adherence to the principles of zoning
and the designing of all important civic build-
ings by true architects with creative ability,
imbued with Indian culture and tradition. [t
is idle to expect harmony if places of worship
and places of business, institutions for recre-
ation and amusements are permitted to grow
together without planned separation. Civic
art is the responsibility of local administrations
- and it is difficult to conceive how a centra]
policy can secure zoning and examination .of
designs for approval to suit local conditions.
Rigid principles would lead to monotony and
stereotyping and to the creation of all sorts of
dull and timid schemes. Intruders into the
profession of architecture should be prevented
irom the designing structures of importance in
urban areas as they have no deep insight into
India’s cultural heritage and tradition. Hybri.
dization kills art and exotic styles planted in
our soil only produce novelty and disharmony.
The real remedy to obviate these travesties
would be improving the quality of training
now available to the aspirants of the profes.
sion.”
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Fine arts throughout history developed by
patronage bestowed on creative minds and not
by Govermental policjes.

““ Ounly by planning and zoning and by pre-
venting pretenders from entering the profes-
S1on can we prevent creation of civic ugliness.
Will the high leve] discussions now being con-
templated consider these fundamental factors?”’

BRITISH TRIBUTE TO INDIA
The character of the Indjap National Con-
gress and its leadership, for aj the strictures
of its own supporters, has been triumphantly
vmdlcateq by its performance since Indepen-
dence, writes the Eastern World,

Any one of several outstanding measures '

accomplished during the time might have led
to revolution but India had achieved them all
while in fact establising the practice of demo-

- cracy and its democratic Constitution.

Industyialisatign, Five Year Plans, village
community projects, the goal of a socialist
pattern of society, all lent India the * hallmark
of a progressive and determined state.”

Yet the chief factor of which men and
women the world over thanked India was the
“ climate of peace” which Mr. Nehru had

done so much to introduce into United Nations
affairs,

. India’s diplomacy and the use of it army in
1mplememing armistice agreements in Korea
Indo-China and Egypt “ were a measure of its
function gs a Concilitatory link between the
two power blocs. India’s part in the Bandung
Conference and the two earlier Asian confe-
rences called by Mr. Nehru made India a
leader of opinion in the Afro-Asian world.
Wlthout. exception, every country that has
become‘mdependent since 1947 or is still trying
to achicve independence owes a debt of
gratitude to Indian diplomacy.”

The journal, however, remarked that in an
unsettled world, India could not move forward
}mdls.turbed to Arcadian bliss. Nor was India,
1o Spite of its impressive record of achieve.
ment, without its faults and failings.

_ “ Physical lethargy, obscurantism in thinke
10g, caste and factionalism in society, irrespon-

sible opposition for opposition’s sake,” still
had to be combated.

On the immediate practical level, India’s
leaders had yet to evolve 3 policy of equitable
land distribution and for industry a wage

structure acceptable to workers. In a progres-
sive state these were fundamental issues,
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PASTERNAK’S CONFESSION .

Soviet author Boris Pasternak erCCtC'd t g
1958 Nobel Literature prize when he re;ltlfsxet
it was made for “ political ”’ reasons, and mii-
his first expression of pleasure was a
tal;;.a letter to the Soviet Cqmmun_xst ];aﬁz
newspaper ¢ Pravda’, he gxplamed his spon
neous pleasure was not without r.eas.og.for he

He aisclosed he had been co_xmdene the
prize five years ago—before his contrc')\;er i
novel  Doctor Zhivago > had been writ! e(r:. X

But when he saw the campaign centering -OI
this novel he realised };is .a}var(gi \;;as political,
i re voluntarily refused It. .
ang/lt.hlgzl;ztfgrnak ivho plg’aded W)th Mr. Nl];iti
Khrushchev to let him stay in 'Russm a }t)q
Soviet fellow-writers denounced hirm, ’m’ade' is
latest statement in a letter to ¢ Pravda’s ” edito-

.rial staff.

“I never had any intention of_(;:ausing harm
to my country or people,” he said.

Heyrecaned thatp the Editorial Board odf hthni
literary magazine ‘Novy Mir’ had war?e : ‘b
that Doctor Zhivago’ might be understood by

xreaders 113 as a WOl‘k directed against the OCtO~

ber Revolution and the foundations of the
Soviet regime.” . -
- “ I did not realise this, and it is now some

' 'thing for me to regret 7', he said.

- He said if publication of the novel had not
been undertaken, as he had asked the Italian
publisher, he might have been able to correct
it at least in part. But it was now too late.

1t had given rise to such a “lamentable inter-
pretation ” he had in the end to refuse the
prize. o . ook

The publication in other countries (the boo
has not appeared. in Russia) was made with-
out his authority, he pointed out. .

He added: “In the course of this I
have not been persecuted; my life has not been
endangered nor has my freedom been im-
perilled. ‘

I should like once again to stress that all
my actions have been entirely voluntary. Peo-
ple close to me know well that noth;n_g on
earth can prevent my being perfectly straight-
forward or to act against my conscience.

““ And this is exactly how it has been this

*’ time. No one has forced me to do anything

+.....] am making this statement of my own

ill.
fre: Iw érmly believe I shall find the strength to

" redeem my good name’ and restore the confi-

dence of my comrades.”

READERS’ DIGEST
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MONTGOMERY’S MEMOIRS
Newspaper in New York have printed long

and generally favourable reviews of the

memoirs of Field-Marshal Viscount Mont-
gomery, published as a book in the United

States last month.

Critics of the New York Times, the Herald
Tribune and the New York Post all dwelg on
Montgomery’s criticism of General Eisen-
hower. ] )

Mr. Hanson Baldwin who is also the New
York Times’ Military Editor an‘d covered parts
of Montgomery’s North African and Noz-
mandy campaigns wrote in that newspaper.

“One of this book’s greatest contributions
appear, in sum, to be the portrajt of the
Supreme Commander (General Eiseshower).
Monty time and again praises Eisenhower as a
human being and warm {riend...But he also
concludes that Eisenhowetr’s broad-front
strategy was no strategy at all and that Eisen-
hower was not a great soldier....”

Mr. Baldwin’s review ends by quoting a
passage from the memoirs: ““ It is my belief,
Monty concludes, *that historians will record
that Tke reached his greatest heights as Presi-
dent of the USA. This judgment—like so
many in this book—will long be dcbated.”
~ The New York Post’s review, written by
news commentator Quincy Howc? saigl :

“ The Montgomery memoirs will give many
American readers two kinds of shock.

“The first will be the shock of his charge
that General Eisenhower’s indecision, during
the summer and fall (autumn) of 1944, pro-
longed the struggle in the West and made
Soviet control of eastern Europe inevitable.

‘“ The second will be the shock of recogni-
tion. For General Eisenhower’s military vacil-
lations in 1944 followed the same patterns into
which President Eisenhower’s subsequent
political decisions also fit....

Walter Mills, writing in the Herald Tribune
said that it was ** regréttable as it was probably
inevitable that the headlines should make out
of their book a difference between Montgo-
mery and Eisenhower.

““ Monty was certainly the more experienced
and probably the better soldier but it does not
follow that he would have tbeen a better
Supreme Commander. Asa man of war, Eisen-
hower was perhaps deficient in planning and
drive ; but he was excellent in presiding over
his stable of rampant war horses, and that was
what made victory possible.”
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LIFE IN A TEST TUBE
Scientists may soon be able to produce rudi-
mentary life in a test tube, according to an

article in the annual report of the Smithsonian
Institution.

In a summary of a thesis by Dr. Wencell
M. Stanley, Director of the Virus Laboratory
of the University of California, it is claimed
* the way seems open, following recent revo-
lutionary chemical developments, to the actual
laboratory synthesis of a structure having
most of the properties of a living agent.”

Dr. Stanley had described remarkable recent
progress to breaking down barriers between
non-living molecules and living organisms.

The. final step to be taken was ‘ synthesis of
one of the chemically highly complicated
nucleic acids which forms an essential com-
ponent of viruses and of genes the units of
heredity.

“ Already proteins, building stones of this
nucleic acid out of its constituent parts would
be one of the outstanding events in all his-
tory.”

GANDHI MARG

The Current issue of Gandhi Marg, the
quarterly journal of Gandhian Thought pub-
lished by the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi appears
under the Editorship of Sri G. Ramachandran
in place of Sri S. K. George the first Editor.
There are articles by well-known Gandhians
like Richard Gregg and Reginald Reynolds,
Wilfird Wellock writes on.Gandhi and Western
Materialism, Ethel Mannin offers a re-assess-
ment of Rabindranath Tagore, while V. M,
Bedekar discusses Ahimsa in the Mahabharata,
Education and Sarvodaya is an excerpt from
Sri R. R. Diwakar’s Convocation address to
the Bihar University. The impact of Gandhian
ideas on Italy and Mauritius is noted in the
letters from Orsino Ratto and Prof. Bissoan-

dayal.

WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT
FEAR

The modern man condemns detachment out-
right as a negative attitude, observes Sri A-
Iswaran in The Aryan Path. In his desperate
fear of detachment he even tries to attack
religion, he says, * because religion is insepara-
bly connected with it.”

“If there is any single factor common to all
the great living religions of the world, it is this
inner detachment from material things.

This again is the trait that characterizes
every one of the outstanding personalities who
have made the spiritual history of man. From
Socrates to Gandhiji, not to speak of the Rishis
and Saints of prehistoric days, innumerable
shining examples have demonstrated the secret
of fearlessness, even by taking upon themselves
the tortures of death. Itis the lives of these
leaders that can withstand the blind assault of
man against his own well-being, Who but théy
can help humanity in its fear of the very means

-to fearlessness ? They are the ‘““salt of the

earth,” the *“ beacons of hope > whom Matthew
Arnold invokes in ‘Rugby Chapel.” They
remove the obstacles in the road and set the
wheel rolling on the smooth track. Seeing
them walk fearlessly, the crowd begins to lose
fear and to follow their footsteps as far as
possible.

And the profit of this path is reaped at every
step you take. By as much detachment as you
practise the less of fear you have. * This is
as certain as the physical rule that every mouth-
ful you eat will appease your hunger to that
extent. You do not have to wait till the end
of the quest and go on trudging through life
with empty hands. As you proceed you begin
to receive more and more sirength to overcome
greater fears, while sweetness and light gather
round that imperturbable mood of mind which
lasts ever after. Hence, while advocating this
dharma of detachment Sri Krishna put forth
this attractive result: “Even a little practice
of this saves one from great fear,” including,
we may add, the fear of nuclear war.”

MULTUM IN PARVO

NEWS

DEPARTMENTAL

NOTES

Questions of Importance

PERMANENT U.N. FORCE

The Special Political Committec of UN or;
Nov, 5 decided against taking any gctu?nfa
present to follow up Western suggestions ”01‘
a permanent United Nations ** peace force. "

The 8l-member Committee reached this
conclusion arter the secrct.ary-Gener.al, erd
Dag Hammarskjoeid, had said he felt it wou y

best to wait until the United Nations face
a “ concrete situationd” in which a field opera-
tion might be required. _ .

In ang Ofﬁcialqrcport on experience derxqu
from the United Nations Emergency Force in
the Middle East, Mr. Hammarskjoeld said tge
maintenance of *a nucleus U.N. force of the
type generally envisaged would be wnhou;
great pructical value and certainly would no
wasrant the substantial sacrifices involved. ol

He also suggested that the General Assembiy
should do no more than *endorse certald
basic principles and rules which would Pm:
vide an adaptable framework for Iatsr opera
tions that might be found necessary-

NEED FOR WORLD GOVT.
“The future of the world depends on the

-establishment of some kind of global federal

Government,” former British Prime Minister
Earl Attlee said on November 21. “ And 1
expect the United States of America to take
the lead,” he said in a lecture at the University

_of New Hampshire.

The United States is * the most experienced
in working federa] democratic institutions 0n-
a large scale.” Ear] Attlee said, “Europeans,
and Americans, too, may have to give UP
individual sovereign rights to some kind of
world organisation, I do not want to see em-
battled continents each with a supply of hydro-
gen bombs. [ want to see them acting together.

““Acting together, we shall win the contest
with the Communist world,” he said. ¢« One
must have a very feeble faith in our way of
life if he thinks our people are going to be
corrupted by the Communists. The more con-
tact we have with these people, the more we
shall break down their prejudices. If we can
keep the peace we shal] win....”
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PROBLEM OF OUTER SPACE

The U.N. General Assembly’s Political
Commitiee on November 25 voted by a two-
thirds majority for the creation of an 18-mem-
ber preparatory group to study international
cooperation in outer space, as proposed by
Britain, France, the United States and other
Western aligned Powers. India will be a mem-
ber of the Committee.

The decision, yetto be endorsed by the
General Assembly, found Fast and West shar-
ply divided on the key issue of maintaining
peace in outer space—before the U.N. for the
first time.

The resolution as a whole was adopted by
54 to nine with 18 abstentions. Thus, if this
vote is repeated in the Assembly, the decision
is certain of endorsement by the required two-
third majority. But several delegates urged
the United States and the Soviet Upion to try
in the mean time, to come up with a formula
which could obtain a unanimous vote.

SURPRISE ATTACK PREVENTION

The East-West military surprise attack re-
duction conference began at Geneva on Nov.
11. Itagreed onits title. This is: “Con-
ference of experts for the study of possible
measures which might be helpful in preventing
surprise attack ™ and for the preparation of a
report thereon to Governments,”

A Western team of high service officers and
leading scientists are taking part in the priva-
te sessions, expected to last about five wgeks.

On the Eastern side, Mr. Kuznetsov, a
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister, leads a 25-
man Russian delegation. The other Eastern
bloc nations at the conference will be Cze-
choslovakia, Poland, Rumania and Albania.

The conference is proceeding, )

DISARMAMENT PROBLEM

India and Yugoslavia brought to a “ happy
end ”’ the three-week acrimonious debate on
the vexed disarmament question in the Politi-
cal Committee of the General Assembly by
securing the Committee’s vote for turning over
the disarmament problems to a” Commission
made up of all the 81 members of the United
Nations on Nov. 14,
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PRESIDENT PRASAD’S CALL
On Nov. 11 the President laid the foundation-
stone of Azad Bhavan, headquarters of the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations. The
Council was founded by the late Maulana
Azad and the present building is named after
him.

“ The foremost need today,” the President
said, ““is that the peoples inhabiting different
parts of the world should know one another
so that misunderstandings which flourish on
ignorance are removed and, what is still more
important, the way to mutual co-operation is
opened with a view to sharing by alli, the fruijt
of knowledge and blessings of nature and
eradicating misery wherever it be with commop
human endeavour.”

Dr. RADHAKRISHNAN’S APPEAL

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, President of the
general conference of the UNESCO, said in
Paris on Nov. 3 : < Itis true that to-day we are
deeply divided and yet we are divided only to
be made one, though we of this generation
may not live to see the distant scene *

The world, he said, had been shattered by
fanaticisms.* The means of destruction had
increased beyond anything people knew or
even imagined when the second world war
ended. .“ Peace has become a matter of life
and death for all of us and the only way of
securing it is by the appreciation of eternal
values of truth, integrity, understanding and
love. We must maintain our love of these
values even amid the distractions of modern
life,” he said.

PT. NEHRU’S ADVICE

Prime Minister Nehru asked the people to
reorientate their ways of thinking and strive to
find answers to the new questions that a fast
chagging world was throwing up.

Mr. Nehru, who was addressing a meeting
held to celebrate the birthday of Guru Nanak
at New Delhi on Nov. 23, said that the teach-
ings of great men were valuable and should be
remembered. ““But every age has its own
problems and the old solutions do not stand

ood for all times,” he added. .

While keeping in mind the ideals set before
us by great men from time to time we must
remember that there are new problems created
by the march of time. These problems must
be solved. Qgherwxse, no amount of preach.
ings or repetition of noble sayings, howsoever
Godly, would take the nation forward,” he

said.

of the Day

Referring to the divisions created among
people by religion, Mr. Nehru said that $hose
divisions were largely superficial. * The V\{Orl
to-day is divided into two groups of nations,
the poor and the prosperous. To my miD
there are no other djvisions. So far as the
question of religion js concerned, I think it is
raised mostly to cloak real issues.”

Mr. DIEFENBAKER ON
COMMONWEALTH

The warm and affectionate welcome extend-
ed by Mr. Nehru to the Canadian Prime
Minister, Mr. Diefenbaker, on his arrival in
New Delhi on Nov. 18, and the spontaneous
Tesponse of the latter jpn moving terms gave an
indication not only of the personal regard and
friendship between the two leaders but also of
the cordial relations that exist between the
two countries.

eferring to the Commonwealth Mr. Die-
fenbaker said : ““We find in working together
in the Commonwealth that we have that com-=
mon objective of peace, and in so far as this
purpose is concerned there is no East or West.
In other words, there is 2 bond of union that
has brought about the achievement of our
common dedication to the Colombo Plan and
more recently at the trade and economic con-
ference in Montreal tangible and new bonds
were forged to join together your country and
mine and other countries in the Common-,
wealth,” ‘

KHRUSHCHEV’S WARNING |

Mr. Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet Premict;
said at Moscow on Nov. 23, that Russia had
*“achieved an increase in the power of ouf
:gglear weapons” after resuming tests a month

He was speaking at a mass meeting in Lenin-
grad where he had gone to welcome a Police de-
legation touring the SovietUnion, Tassreported.

t. Khurushchev said Russia honestly
wanted an agreement banning nuclear weapon
tests for all time. But Britain and the U. S.
were willing to ban tests for only one year—
the time needed to co-ordinate the results of
their recent « intensive series of tests.” a

““ Then they wil) start nuclear tests again,
he declared,

Russia had only resumed her tests so as not
to be left in an * yncomfortable and unequal
POsition” when the Western Powers refused to
follow her example in unilaterally stopping

atom and hydrogen weapon tests earlier this
year.

- 80n will have to go through military
‘for at least 30 da%zs in a year for a ﬁeﬂOd of
" 1wo years, Training for women will

Political

U.S. AID TO PAKISTAN
The Communist Party of India on Nov. 21
called upon the Government of India to 1551:.&3
a “stern warning >’ to the U.S. that 1ts conti-
nued military aid to Pakistan could be consi
dered * an unfricndly act against India. Par.
Commenting on the statement made 1r:(_ ar
liament on the recent developments in Pakistan
and the recent utterances of the Pakistan

© President, the Centra) Secretariat of the C.P.L

ina press statement, said it was regrettable

. that Mr. Nehru had “ignored the close and

direc nnection between American military
aid té I(;z?kistan and the events that have taken
lace there.” )
i U.S. military aid, the statement Sa{dl;_htag
imposed a military dictatorship 10 Pa Ihdaia
and aggravated the relations between | I:'on
and Pakistan and hampered a peaceful ol
of the disputes between them. “Itist lstd'lcl;
considerably stepped up in recent weeks, I\;V i(‘ 3
had emboldened the military d_xctetul(i]rd?g akis
tan to utter threats of war agains .
COMPULSORY MILITAgRY TRAINING
IN BURMA o
The Burmese Premier, General Ne W}_n, wxlfl‘
introduce a Bill during the current sess:l?‘rtx c;y
Parliament providing for compulsory8 m\(xja4 3
training for men between ages of 1 2;“
and women between ages of 18 and 33. or
The preamble to the Bill says the Premlu-
finds it necessary that in addition to the r eg’l'-
lar armed forces, Burma should have an auxilt
ary force whose services can be utilised during
an emergency. ) )
Uﬂderg theyprovisions of the Bill every per

training
e on the

lines of the training given to women in Israel.

ARMY COUP IN SUDAN
Gen. Tbrahim Abboud, Commander-in-Chief

.- Of the Sudan Arm k over power in the
‘ y, took oV

:.Sudan, replacing the coalition Govemmeml o,g
e Ppro-Western Umma Party and People

¢Mocrayic pary 17
‘ y on Nov. /. ,

'my . Chief sajd the ‘coup had bestn
o transform corruption nte integrity

being ion into well-
being.” sy, and change frustration 1

“ He said future rejations with all States

Would be based ect,” and
on love and respect, @
?\d ed: “Asto oyr sis\tler State of the United
b Republic, we shay) strive to improve relé-
1088 8nd solve all ouystanding questions-

579

FREEDOM FOR TRUST AREAS

The U.N. Trusteeship Committee adopted a
resolution on Nov. 13 sponsored by India and
seven other countries which asks the General
Assembly to invite the Powers administering
five trust territories to formulate “ early suc-
cessive intermediate targets and dates in the
fields of political, economic, social and educa-
tional development of these territories, so as
to create as soon as possible the pre-conditions
for the attainment of self-government or inde-
pendence,”

The resolution would also have the Assem-
bly urge the administering powers to estimate
the dates on which one or both of these objec-
tives might be attained.

The five trust territories are Tanganyika,
administered by Britain ; Ruanda-Urundi by
Belgium ; New Guinea and Nauru by Austra-
lia ; and the Pacific Islands by the U.S.

The Committee also rejected a Soviet propo-
sal that Australia and the U.S. bring their
trust territories to independence within 10
years.

AIMS OF ARAB NATIONALISM

President Nasser of the United Arab Repub-
lic said at Cairo on Nov. 14 that Imperialism
was * fighting its last battle ” in Aden.

“ We all feel this battle is our battle because
Aden is part of the Arab nations,” he added
ina speech at Beni Suef, Egypt, broadcast
over Cairo Radio. He re-affirmed that the
aim of Arab nationalism was to liberate all

countries.
ArIz-lIl; affirmed that UAR policy was
one of “Arab nationalism, non-alignment,
positive neutrality, liquidgtlon of the sp]'ner.es
of influence and the establishment ofa socialist
democratic and co-operative society ‘in the
countries of this homeland.”

M. DESAI ON BILINGUAL BOMBAY

Mr. Morarji Desai, Union Finance Minister,
said at Ahmedabad on Nov. 4 fhag, while
Parliament had the authority to revise its deci-
sion, * I do not think anyone, in his senses,
will ever thinl;of splitting up the composite

Bombay.”

St?ft CT%E: decisiog of Parliament is a sound and
wise decision and I am confident none will
think of revising it. Yet, if those who want
Bombay State to be split up are able to persu-
ade Parliament, I will not revolt against i,

he added.
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MR. MAHATAB ON HINDI
“India is not the only country which has
got many languages and many varieties of
traditions. In fact, the two great countries of
tc-day, namely, the U.S.A. and the U.SSR,,
are in the same position as India, having diffe-
rent languages. Nevertheless, those countries
have developed in course of time integration
of culture and emotion through various pro-
cesses. The same processes should be in ope-
ration In India to-day,” said Mr. Hare
Krushna Mahatab, Chief Minister of Orissa,
when he delivered the twenty-third annual
%c_mc\]fpcgtlor;) addsress of the Dakshina Bharat

indi Prachar Sabha, Thyagarayans
Madras on Nov. 23, yegarayanagat @t

KERALA’ VARSITY CONVOCATION

Serious concern was expressed by Dr. A,
Ramaswami Mudaliar at the light manaer in
which some private agencies undertook the
starting of higher professional colleges.

_Dr. Ramaswami Mudaliar, who was delive-
ring the address at the Convocation of
Kerala University on Nov. 22 expressed the
view that no medical college could, in these
days, be establiched and run effectively by
purely private philanthropy, except in the
rarest of cases and then only by large founda-
tions.

PLEA FOR RESIDENTIAL *VARSITIES

~Mr. Deshmukh, who was delivering the
eighth convocation address of the M.S. Uni-
versity of Baroda, on Nov. 16 said that the
Un'lversity Education Commission favoured
unitary and residential universities though
they were generally more expensive to establish
and maintain than universities of other types.

He said he believed that at least a crore of
rupees would be required to establish a single
such university capable of accmmodating 5,000
students. o

TRAINING OF INDIAN ENGINEERS

19 Indian Engineers Assembled in London
last month to begin a training course. Another
19 prepared to leave Britain, having completed
a year’s study.

The Indians, part of a total of 300 to b
graintedl in E K. wgl take supervisory postz
in steelworks now being built at Dure:
iy urgapur,

After a British Council Introductory Course

in London, the Indians will go to steelworks
and factories.

Educational

P§O_F. K.S. KRISHNAN ON SCIENCE
ehvermg_ the Convocation Address of the
Prgi‘or% University at Mysore on Nov. 15
Prof. L:S. Krishnan, Director, National Phy-
el dboratiory, New Delhi, observed:
takg;nce, during the last few decades, has
taker 'Slszh enormous strides that even the
mos tdrkent votaries of science find it impos-
ol So cep pace with her. Many incredible
! Og are happening which, a few decades
wgou,ldewen those in the forefront of science
yould have regarded as definitely impossible.
¢ have heard of facts being occasionally
stranger than fiction. But even our wildest
dreams become_ stale in the face of some of
the new happenings, All that is just the begin-
nﬁ{lg qr?d a preview of the new scientifie world
that 1s unfolding itself. There is ample pro-
mise that the new world that you will be ente-
gl;c%tilnmothls going to be ever so much more
exel hogpe ta;] St:e(.)se of an earlier generation can
hePOUOR STUDENTS’ AID FUND
o nmiversity  Grants Commission has
Tded a proposal to all Universities to raise
a P%or Students’ Aid Fund.
ang et:(annd _wxllf be utilised to meet tuition
an bOOkr?.matxon €es and expenses on puerchase
According to the proposal, ever
of the University wil] con?tribute at yle:tgltldgg;
Tupee per annum to the fund and the UGC
will contribute each year a sum equivalent to
the total amount contributed by the students
subject to a maximum of Rs. 10,000. No
scholarshxp; will be offered out of the fund.
The fund w111“be administered by the University.
Prime Minﬁﬁ:[; %}:QXA&; that educa
tion was the birthri i .
chgdrerl](’s iy ;rrtthGcg)}\:t 104f every child on the
peaking after laying the foundatio
of the “ Bal Bhavap ”%e said that it r;vazt(;gz
birthright of every child to have education
love and affection, proper clothing, and oppor-’
tunities to progress in life.
RAIL CONCESSIONS TO STUDENTS
Coggeessl_{amfvay Board has decided to give fare
1on facijliti
of[ige aon acilities to students above 25 years
t present railway concessj is a
only to students below 25. Aczgré?ngaltl(;w:le)g
new decision, students of engineering, medical

and law - 2
concessio:.o“eges will also be eligible for the

_ Hague on Nov. 10.

“territory of Damao an

-ced B. K. Kar, Sub-Divisiona

' the efforts of various S

. form policy, correctional rat

Legal

INDIA’S DISPUTE WITH PORTUGAL

The International Court of Justice has
agreed to a postponement of two months for
the rejoinder of the Government of Ind‘l‘a tlxn
the dispute with Portugal conoerning * the
right of passage over Indian terrltor'y.,d z;
spokesman of the [adian Embassy salid 2

said that a letter had been
art saying that the final
in the case was

The spokesman
received from the Co I
date of the rejoinder of India
now Jan. 25, 1959.

4 €5 5 ‘,e
Portugal has asked the Court ° t0 recognis
and declare that Portugal is the holder or

ic ioht of passage between its
beneficiary O amne d itsp enclaves of Dadra

and Nagar-Aveli in India. '

On Feb. 20, 1958, the International Ccurt
in an unofficial communique announced that a
period of four months instead of three had
been granted to the Indian Government to
prepare its rejoinder. The rejoinder was then
extended to Nov. 25, 1958.

CONTEMPT OF COURT

Mr. Justice P. V. Balakrishna Raq], of the

i i Cuttack on Nov. 7 senten-
Orissa High Court, Cuttaci 1 Magisfrate o
Dhenkanal, who in the judge’s opinion was
guilty of *“‘wilful disobedience ”’ of the ngh
Coeurt staying further proceedings in a crimi-
nal case which was brought to his notice by
telegram sent by the advocate who appeared
for the petitioner and filed before him (Magis-
trate) along with a petition before be pro-

. nounced the order. He was sentenced to pay

a fine of Rs. 100, in default to 15 days’ simple
imprisonment and the fine was ordered to be
paid within'a month.
TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS
The Union Home Ministry will co-ordinate
tates on matters relat-
f crime and treatment

ing to the prevention o )
F p official Press release

of offenders, says on

- dated Nov. 7.

Through a Central Bureau] ltl”pr hCo:lrectionq]
ices is to be set up in Delhl shortly, a uni-
o p her than retribu-
tive, will be developed. The purpose is to
treat an offender with the help of modern
methods 1n such a way that he does not revert
to crime but becomes a useful citizen of the

country.
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BUS TRANSPORT IN A.P.

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court, by a majority judgement on Nov. 6
held invalid the Andhra Pradesh Government’s
scheme for nationalisation of bus transport,
and ordered that it be quashed.

The Court accordingly, allowed a writ peti-
tion by Mr. Gullapalli Nageswar Rao and
other private bus transport operators of Krish-
na District, challenging the validity of scheme,
and ordered the Andhra Pradesh Road Trans-
port Corporation not to take over any route
in which the petitioners were engaged in the
transport business.

The Court held that the State Government
had not made a proper inquiry consistent with
the principles of natural justice before approv-
ing the scheme.

JUSTICE JAMES ON MINIMUM WAGES

Mr. Justice James, of the Allahabad High
Court, observed on Nov. 6 that the object of
labour legislation was to preserve industrial
harmony, and prevent exploitation, and it was
evident that ¢ industrial peace could not be
maintained if an employer paid him (work-
man) less than what was required for his bare
subsistence, which was exploitation.”

It would be contrary to the public interest
to permit the employer to do so. If an indus-
try felt that it could not pay the bare mini-
mum, it in the words of the Supreme Court,
had no right to exist. His Lordship added.

JUSTICE Md. HIDAYATULLAH

The President has appointed Mr. Justice
Mohammad Hidayatullah, at present Chief
Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High Court,
to be a Judge of the Supreme Court, with
effect from the date he assumes charge of his
office, according to a Union Home Ministry
Press communique. :

Mr. Justice G. P. Bhutt, Judge of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court, has meanwhile
been appointed to perform the duties of Chief
Justice of that court “ until further orders.”

DEFINITION OF OBSCENITY

A new definition of obscenity, always a chal-
lenge to legal precision, is proposed in the
Obscene Publications Bill, which will be intro-
duced in the Commons. ’

For purposes of the proposed Act any pub-
lication would be deemed obscene * if its effect
as a whole is such as to tend to deprave and
corrupt persons Or among whom it was
likely to be distributed, circulated, sold, offer-
ed for sale, or let on hire.”
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BRITISH AID TO INDIA

The Commonwealth Relations  Office
announced on Nov. 16 that Britain had arrang-
ed to pay £10 million to India in advance on
instalments due in 1962-64 under the provisions
of the Pensions Act of 1955.

A spokesman of the Commonwealth Rela-
tions Office said the arrangements were an
expression of Britain’s ** goodwill and sympa-
thy toward’s India’s financial difficulties ”

India has been seeking financial aid to sur-
mount her foreign exchange difficulties and help
towards paying for her next Five-Year Plan.

The £10 million payment will be made
through the Pensions (India, Pakistan and
Burma) Act of 1955, under which Britain
assumed responsibilities of meeting pensions
payable to former members of the Indian Civil
Service.

1t was in 1948 that India herself brought
annuities from Britain to provide the sterling
necessary for the pensions, But later it was
found that the sum was more than necessary.

When Britaia took the Fund over in 1955
it was agreed that the capitalised value of the
excess amount cstimated at some £40 million
sterling should be repaid in 10 equal annual
instalments starting in April that year.

This year at India’s request it was agreed
tospeed up the payments. The instalments
originally due in the years 1958 to 1961 were
paid last April. :

The present arrangement provides for the
payments of a further £10 million—instalments
for two and a half years starting in 1962. So
far £38 million has been repaid out of the
Pension Fund leaving some two million ster-
ling in balance.

In addition tothe £10 million payment,
there will also be £28,500,000 allowed in the
form of a credit.

These two figures form the breakdown of
the £38,500,000 offered by Britain last Septem-
ber up to March 31, 1959.

THE NEYVELI PROJECT

The total cost of Neyveli Lignite Project is
estimated to increase by about Rs. 10 crores
over theoriginal estimate of Rs. 68 crores
according to the Union Minister for Steel,
Mines and Fuel, mainly because of increase in
the price of steel and other materials, changes
in the wage levels in the countries from which
machinery and equipment are likely to be im-

orted as well as the increase in the prices of
indigenous materials in India.

Trade and Finance

JOINT INDO-AMERICAN VENTURE

American private industry would not insist
on 51 per cent capital participation in joint
ventures of small-scale industries with Indian
collaborators, Mr. Nathaniel Knowles, leader
of the six-man U.S. Trade Mission told
Pressmen at New Delhi on November 14.

He also hoped that an agreement on avoi-
dance of double taxation between the two
countries would be expedited, following the
proposed visit of an Indian official delegation
to America,

American capital, he said, did not want
quick returns but would like to take a long-
range view and lay a sound economic base in
the countries where its funds were invested.
Most of the firms desired to re-invest the pro-
fits earned while few might like to repatriate
part thereof. :

Mr. Knowles, who is also the Deputy Dire-
tor of the US Foreign Bureau of Commerce,
clarified that the delegation was not concerned
with the border question of modification of
the Indian tax system so as to attract the
foreign investor.

Besides the leader, the delegation consists
of five experts in small-scale industry, banking
and finance and trade promotion. '

Mr. W. S. Huck, who js an expert en bank-
ing and finance, said the dellgation would
offer some suggestions to the Indian Banking
institutions on utilising their funds in a better
manner in promoting small-scale industries.
Several methods adopted by US in this direc-
tion could be considered by the banks in this
country.

INDO-SOVIET TRADE

The Soviet Union and India signed on
November 16 a five-year trade agreement
under which both countries undertake “ to
increase the volume of trade with each
other to a maximum level on the basis of
equality and mutual advantage.” Tass
reported.

The agreement provides for each side exten-
ding most-favoured mnation treatment to the .

other as well as for the establishment ofa,

clearing system under which payments will be
made in Indian rupees without conversion
into pounds sterling or any other currency.
WEST GERMAN AID TO INDIA

The agreement regarding West German 168
million marks credit for India would be signed -
by the Bonn Gouernment and the Indian Em-
bassy at Bonn shortly.

Women’s Page |

Mr. MEDHI ON ROLE OF WOMEN

Mr. Bishnuram Medhi, Governer of Mad-
ras, presiding over the College Day celebra-
tions of the S.L.E.T. Women’s College in Tey-
nampet, Madras on November, 22 said :

« Women are really the light of our homes
and they should no doubt be equipped adequ-
ately to provide lustre to our families ”, he
said and added, « Women have always enjoyed
a high status in our country and respect for
the mother has teen traditionally handed
down to us from the olden times. It is true
that during the modern age, when §cience gnd
technology are opening up new v1stas'of life,
women also should join men in working for
the advancement of the country’s interests 1n
all departments of human activity. They con-
stitute nearly 50 per cent of our vast popula-
tion and their interests should be looked after,

as the welfare of the future generation rests

¥y

primarily with the women of the country.

MEMORIAL FOR SAROJINI NAIDU

The Prime Minister has sent the following
message to the All-India Women’s Conference
in connection with a memorial for the late
Mirs. Sarojini Naidu :

«Itis fitting that the ‘All-India Women’s
Conference is having a s_uitable memorial for
Sarojini Naidu. Her unique and outstanding
position in the struggle for freedom of India
as well as in the innumerable cultural activities
was such that national memorials should be
put up for her. While the whole nation 18
concerned with this matter, the Ali-India Wo-
men’s Conference has certainly a particuiar
claim on her. I am glad, therefore, that a
proper memorial is being put up to perpetuate

' the memory of this brilliant and shining daugh-

ter of India. The call for a support f‘if this
memorial deserves every encouragement.

o Mr. NEHRU ON PURDA

"Prime Minister Nehru said in Indore on

. November 3, a woman in purda made him

lose his temper. Mr. Nehru, who was addres-
sing a public meeting referred to the
changing social conditions 10 the country and
gaid: I eall the purda a Cage, I lose my

'~ “temper whenever 1 happen to se€ my sisters in

a cage. He added it was « pothing but fool-
ishness to observe purda ” and expressed his
gratification at the custom disappearing in most
parts of the country.
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Miss MICHICO SHODA

An official of the Japanese Imperial house-
hold on November 22, visited the home of 24-
year-old Miss Michiko Shoda, in what was
viewed at Tokyo as final confirmation that she
will be engaged in the near future to Crown
Prince Akihito.

Miss Michiko Shoda, whose formal betro-
thal to Crown Prince Akihito was announced
on Nov. 26 drove through the streets of Tokyo
in an official motorcade from the Imperial
Palace to her home in the suburbs. The first
commoner to marry into the Imperial family
she left the palace after being received in
audience by Emperor Hirohito and Empress
Nagako, after the formal approval of her
engagement by the Imperial Council.

The daughter of a Tokyo flour manufact-
urer and the niece of Mr, Kenjiro Shoda, Pre-
sident of Osoka University, she met the 24-
year-old Prince—who is-in line to become
Japan’s 125th Emperor—while playing lawn
tennis.

BARONESS ELLIOT

Baroness Elliot of Harwood on November 6,
became the first woman in 900 years to take
part in a debate in the hitherto all-male strong-
hold of the House of Lords.

She is one of the four women elected with
ten men as life Peers to strengthen the dwind-

*ling debating strength of Britain’s second
chamber. Their titles will die with them.

Baroness Elliot said that with the speed of
20th century scientific discoveries there would.
be rapid developments in the under-developed
areas. Britain had to try through her experi-
ence and “ know-how ” to lead these countries
into the free world and not let them slip into
the Communist world.

AUXILIARY NURSE-MIDWIVES

The Union Ministry of Health has sanction-
ed Rs. 15,000 being the fourth instalment of
the Union Government’s grant-in-aid, for
1958-59 for the training of auxiliary nurse-
midwives under the community development
programme to the Avvai Rural Medical Set-
vice (Kasturba Gandhi Maternity Heme),
Gandhigram.

Smt. RAJIVI SHIVA RAO

Srimathi Rajivi Bai Shiva Rao, a well-
known social worker and founder-Secretary of
the Seva Sadan, Bangalore, died on Novem-
ber 7, at the age of 70. _ She was deeply inter-
ested in the uplift of women and children,
especially destitute girls
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C. P’S TRIBUTE TO B. C. PAL

The days of the exuberant oratory of a West
Bengal leader let loose ““ not only in the assem-
bly halls, bur on the sea shore of Madras,”
50 years ago when no loudspeakers were
availabie ‘“in which the speaker literally over-
powered his audiences ” was recalied at Cal-
cutta on 7th Nov. by Dr. C. P. Ramaswami
Tyer,

Presiding over the inaugural meeting of the
Bepin Chandra Pal Centenary Celebrations,
Dr. Iyer travelled back to his days in 1907
when the Bengal nationalist leader and thinker
known everywhere for his masterly oratory,
visited Madras.

Mr, C. V. NARASIMHAN

Mr. C. V. Narasimhan, at present Executive
Director of ECAFE, will be shortly joining the
head-quarters of the United Nations as Under-
Secretary in place of Sir Humphrey Trevelyn,
who has gone back to the British diplomatic
service as Ambassador to Iraq.

Mr. Narasimhan will be one of Mr. Dag
Hammarskjoeld’s two special Under-Secre-
taries for Political Affairs, the other being Dr.
Ralph Bunche, Nobel Laureate.

Mr. PANT ON NEHRU

The Union Home Minister, Mr. Govind
Ballabh Pant, paid tributes to Prime Minister
Nehru as *“ a true democrat, a great leader and
one devoted to the re-construction of huma#
nity on a new basis of co-operation, friendship
and peace.” ‘

Mr. Pant, who was speaking at a function
organised by the United Nations Youth Asso-
ciation on Mr. Nehru’s birthday eve, (Nov.
13) said that all that India was to-day was to
a great extent due to the lead Mahatma
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru gave to the nation.
History would fecord Mr. Nehru as the archi-
tect of modern India.

Mr. JOHN DIEFENBAKER-

The Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. John
Diefenbaker, was on Nov. 22 conferred by the
Delhi University the honorary degree of Doc-
tor of Laws at a special convocation presided
over by the Chancellor, Dr. Radhakrishnan,

Eapressing his “ profound thanks,” the
Canadian Prime Minister said, <[ came to
India as a student, and I seom to have gradu-

od quickly.”
ah[n La] citation the Yice-Chancellor, Dr. V. K.
R. V. Rao, described Mr. Diefenbaker as ““the
unquestioned Jeader of - Canada, both in
domestic and international affairs.

General

SARDAR B. S. GYANEE

Sardar Bhagwan Singh Gyanee, 74-years-old
revolutionary returned to India last month
after spending nearly 50 years in exile in the
United States of America.

““I'am a nationalist first and last and I am
happy and proud that I have been able to
return to my motherland and to see her face,”
he told a press conference. He also-said he
would now permanently settle down in India.

Sardar Bhagwan Singh who had to leave
India in 1909 beciuse of his anti-British actis
vities spent most of his time in the U.S.

_ SIR ARCHIBALD CARTER

Sir Archibald Carter, who played an import-
ant part in the Indian constitutional reforms,
which led to the transfer of power in 1947,
died at his Gomshall, Surrey home last month.

The greater part of his career was devoted
to the study of Indian problems.

In 1947, he assisted in the transition of
power when for a short time he was joint
permanent Under-Secretary at the Common-
wealth Relations Office.

T. V. S. A MODEL ENTERPRISE

Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, Vice="
Chancellor of the Madras University, descri-

.bed the T. V.S organisation as a model in
. Jprivate enterprise which the public sector could
- well emulate.

Unveiling a bronze bust of the late Mr. T.V.
Sundaram Ayyangar, the illustricus founder of
the organisation, in the premises of Sundaram
Motors at Madras on Nov. 22 the Vice-Chan-
cellor said that today people felt confident that
if they entrusted their goods to T. V. S. the
consignment would reach the destination ““in
umeand in tact.”  Such was the rich legacy of
efficiency and service left by Mr. Sundaram
Ayyangar to his sons who were living up to
the reputation of their father and discharging
their tasks nobly.

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL
On November 6 Sir Winston Churchill was
awarded the Croix de la Liberaticn—one of

s

France’s highest awards—for hjs decisive -

contribution to saving the freedom of the '

world.”

General de Gaulle pinned the Lorraine
Cross, mounted on a sword with green and
black ribbon, on Sir Winston’s breast at a
ceremony with full military honours at the
Hotel Matignon, the French™ Prime Mj
official residence at Paris,

nister’s . -
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Pandit A. M. SRINIVASACHARIAR

TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH
By Dr. V. RAGHAVAN, M., PhD.
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The great epic of Sage Vyasa has been admirably condensed in
this handy book. The thread of the main story is seen here clearly
together with the best portions of the dialogues and the discourses.
Indeed, it is Vyasa himself speaking, not the compiler.

Neither the ignorance of Sanskrit nor the mammoth size of the
original need now stand in the way of any one enjoying the immortal
epic of Vyasa.
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find its way to thousands of houses in India and abroad.
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THE GREAT EPICS

Valmiki Ramayana

Condensed in the Poet’s own words. B i inj
chariar. Translated by the Prof. P. P. S. Sgs’orli)agiit (é).{ol\rf). ﬁrlnwaga-
a foreward by The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sast’ri, P:C. c.H ’LL'; Witk

The Twentieth Century.—* The distinguishi .
the scholarship, the taste, almost the geﬁiu:hcl}rlla%t ﬁ?‘: %Ic;in(giltg, ebbook }:s
to bear on the text in condensing it so as to make the work ne‘it}foll% t
small nor too large and in making the current of the story ru er too
without jarring the air or breaking the thread of th y run smooth
translation is excellent.” e story............The

P’/’Of. Schrader.—* The Sanskrit Rama

. ana has b :
to even a tiro in Sanskrit who knows yenough Eifnl'nifdte accessible
translation.” glish to use the

The Mahabharata

Condensed in Vyasa’s own words i ini i
Tr@nslated by .Dr_. V. Raghavan, M.A., Sglfari%feév.oﬂ. l?m]l)l:agmig,mﬁﬁr.
lg;malnanl{{ This is a fitting companion volume to the cosxrzldelise(.l egiti;;
of e ; amayana. The MAHA.BI{ARATA of Sage Vyasa is the bi t

pic o the W.ox“ld and in this admirable condensation achieve%lg?;
P@ndlt A. M. Srmwasaghanar, the story of the great war is present ﬁ
:Iit(glh dt‘g(?o main nIaraatléfe Qnriched by the best portions of the I(;.ia,lce)rglu(:ais
iscourses. In is t i i
e eed, it is the Poet Vyasa that is speaking, not the

~ Prof. A. Berriedale Keith : It is a most i ious i

into such brief compass the contents of th;;:g :Ivlvl(()) l;i;g:%vfi)ilgondgnse
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