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e © Shivaji's escape from Agra

The stories are simply to'd with plenty of
dialogue, so that thzy can be acted in the
classroom.  The series includes:

Tue DLrENcE oF AuMEDNAGAR. This is the
story of brave Chand Bibi of Bijapur.

Tue Escare rrom AGRA.  The dramatic
escipe of Shivaji from the prison at Agra,
in a basket.

TH CUARNAMRIT, Saint Mirabai's dedicated
jife to the wosship of Lord Krisiima gave her
the power to survive the poisoned draught
sent as Charnamrit by her husband.

Ti: MIraCLE OF Love. Emperor Babur at
the death-bed of his beloved son Humayun
prays God to take his own lif2 and save his
son's  The prayer is heard and the son
recovers while the father dies.

Tis COMING OF THE Porr Bana. This is a
tale about the gified author Bana, who lived
in the time of King Harsha.

Tie Streers or GoLp. - Deseribes an inci-
dent from the history of Vijuyanagar - the
great and rich Hindu Empire.
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION : FORM, CONTENTS AND
EFFICIENCY

By

S. JAGANNATHAN,
Kindergarten Assistant, Teachers’ College, Saidapet, (Retired).

I. THE FORM OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

The Call of the Child.

Behold me! God, the Creuator, has
out of His greatest mercy endowed me
with this human form which stands
foremost in His creative art. Every-
thing in the wonderful form i1s so
thorough that all parts, limbs, and
systems grow homogeneously result-
ing in the spontaneous development of

the whole Human Personality. So with
one voice I speak to you in the follow-
ing words.

1. When you want to give a big class-
room, lecture hall or demonstration
theatre for my big brothers, in the High
School, College and University classes,
could you not give me a good and
beautiful class room for learning my
lessons ?

2. When you all proclaim the essen-
tial adjunct of a laboratory, and a
workshop for my big brothers, could
you not very kindly give me a good
Brindavan garden and a craftshed ?

3. When you all vehemently uphold
the value of a library, a stage, a cinema
hall and a theatre for my big brothers
do I not deserve at least an Assembb;

hall with a library, pictures and view
masters ?

4. When you speak very eloquently
about the need for a vast playground
stadium, swimming pools and the liké
to my same big brothers, could you not
find me one airy spacious playground ?

If you all consider me still tHe sacred
seed of the race, should not the seced
§p1‘0ut and blossom in good surround-
ings ? Look at me! See how I use
thpse places and school adjuncts for
different purposes culminating in the



2

homogeneous development of this self,
your own dear darling!

Six phases of the children’s university.

1. Toyland : significs well-equipped
rooms for Nursery, Pre-school or First
Class.

2. Farm : denotes a good-looking
garden intended for beauty experiment
and produce. It is a place for child-
ren’s picnics and parties.

3. Workshop : denotes in particular
a craftshed equipped with materials for
the learning of 2 or 3 crafts.

4. Laboratory : stands for class rooms
well-equipped with the proper aids
for the imparting of knowledge of the
Three R’s.

5. Hollywood : in a humble sense
connotes a playground and an opcn air
theatre where the children enact the
drama of life through their games,
dramatics, and out-door club activities.

6. Temple: is a temple of learning
which serves manifold purposes such a\s
prayer hall, picture gallery, museum,
place for discourses, indoor club activi-
ties and social adult education.

This form of the children’s university
also reveals to some cxtent the contents
of the Elementary Education pro-
gramme catering to the all-round
development of the Health, Head, Hand
and Heart of the child. The very con-
ception of the child and the child’s
university must be stirring the soul and
invigorating the heart.
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Solution of the Problem—Some Sug-
gestions.

There are some good signs appearing
in the horizon which indicate that the
requirecments of the form are capable
of being satisfactorily met. It is how-
ever necessary that the present schools
should try to come up to this {full
stature.

1. One would very much welcome
and appreciate it if the entire area
round about the school should satisfy
the needs of the university. Other-
wise a philanthropic landlord here
can give a free gift of his garden
to the school, a landlord there can
allow children to play in his uncul-
tivated waste land, and another land-
lord or landlady could donate his or
her old house for the use of a craft-
shed. This is only a sccond preference
and a welcome alternative if all these
several items cannot be obtained in and
around one spot. Genuine and truthful
use of these places for the specified
school activitics will certainly enhance
the teachers’ prestige and the parents’
confidence in the teacher.

2. It will be a very magnanimous act
on the part of a zamindar, a mirasdar
or pannayar to found one such child-
ren’s university in onc of his own big
villages.

3. It will be equally a generous
gesture on the part of those well set-
tled in cities and towns to donate a
picce of their own land to the village
university for any of the specified
purposes as aforesaid.

4. A temple authority could help in
solving this problem. (Good many
children used to play in the outer pra-
karams in the good old days.)

.5. The Bhoodan movement can very
wisely assign some lands for the benc-
fit of the children’s university.

II. ConTENTS

The contents are not merely tables,
chairs, benches and blackhoards. The
yvall space itself could be converted
into  blackboards. No doubt certain
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furniture of this type is necessary. I
rather place high emphasis on the
equipment of the school by way of tools
of teaching and aids to learning.. Oply
through experiences and experiencing
alone could children learn about the
outer world. These experiences must
be felt directly, individually apd per-
senally. Then only will the impres-
sions be longstanding and permangnt.
Right contents will form co.n‘ect im-
pressions.  The complete equipment of
2 school cannot be done in a day. It
must start, it must grow and must be
growing and growing usefully- and
wisely.

1. The beginners’ class voom, play-
wav materials in language, numboer,
('qLAlipmont for activity, m¢thqd f'or
learning through direct experiencing by
the eve, the hand and the ear must be
prominent.

9. All other classes from 2 to 5
require the gradual extensim} of these
materials to suit the age ana contents
of their equipment in craft, language,
number, general knowledge, visual
education, library reading, games, pro-
jects, practical work and garden work.

(a) I likc that many of the articles
arc made in the locality with the help
of local artisans.

(b) Some pictures, maps and
charts will have to be purchased in
good form, print and colour.

(¢) The teacher’s own initiative or
that of the management to collect and
gather these from various sources must
be appreciated.

(d) Teachers’ association centres
could effectively maintain some costly
materials such as vi‘ew masters, ete.
tand keep them in circulation.

By all these means there will be the
unconscious transfer of true knowledge
bv the seeing and handling of these
ceveral tools of learning of which the
book is also one. Also the local people
will really see from these contents that
there is enough for children to learn
and open their eyes as to how best they

could themselves improve the children’s
whole personality.

Direct suggestions.

The State, the Board or the Commit-
tee of management start with the
annual grant of Rs. 50 on these 8 items,
cach item receciving at least Rs. 5 on
an average.

. Class L

Language.

Number.

Craft.

Play.

Garden.

Library.

General knowledge (visual educa-
tion)

© N D D

if this system is continued for 5 years,
the equipment and contents would have
grown to the worth of Rs. 500 : Rs. 250
by the State and 250 by the Board of
management and the school staff, by
way of gifts of money, materials and
labour. All these must be in the name
of the school, well catalogued, used
and kept in tact.

The Inspecting officers or their assist-
ants will truthfully check these with
the existing stock and certify.

These 40 vears of my service with
and for children has enabled me to
bring out a list of my own materials
for teaching and learning in the Ele-
mentary School. Some of thege are
gathered, collected, devised and made
by my personal efforts. The list is not
printed.

III. RAISE THE QUALITY OF
ELEMENTARY Epucation

. The form and contents though essen-
tial could never guarantee higher
stapdards unless and unti] there is an
entire change in the root cause. It has
become quite fashionable to talk of
deterioration in education while fall in
standards is also perceptible in all other
walks of life. So fap as teaching is
concerned I could certainly look as far
back as 1903 when the children had
regard and respect both for the teacher
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and learning and the teacher cevlainly
took pride in his profession and posses-
sed a lot of self-contidence and content-
ment in him. Contentment is a golden
pill. With contentment  the  heart
grows wide and the soul soars high and
there is enlightenment all round. With-
out contentment it will be a hcartless
and sullen education. A hcartless
cducation is an artless education too.
As explorers and expounders of know-
ledge, this contentment and sclf-satis-
faction bring us supreme  pleasure.
His dress too lo a certain extent added
dignity to the profession.

1. The teachers of childrew’s univer-
sity : 1t is a welcome suggestion that
Lenceforth only Sceondary Gr. 'f'eachers
should run children’s university.  But
provision should be made to continuc
the present teachers till retirement and
also to extend the exisiing conccssion
to them to gualify themselves us Secon-
dary Grade Teachers. Only Sceondury
Grade Teachers are to be class teachers.
Women teachers of the same grade will
teach classes 1, 2 and 3 in boys’ schools
and combined schools while Lthey also
look after handicraft, hand-sewing,
music, drawing, kolam, embroidery and
physical training for girls in the higher
classes. Their scale of pay must be
decent with a fixed house rent allow-
ance. rl“he sympathetic State is cortain-
ly belping all teachers in other respects
such as education of children, medical
treatment and pension facilities.

Craft, gardening, physical training and
pre-school class teachers,

_ A short intensive course of training
In these subjects to the existing Higher
Elementary Teachers would solvegthe
probleAm of finding well-trained tea-
chers in the above subjects in the child-
ren’s university.

The school consists of o number of
children, teachers, parents with new
anq strange ideas behind crecping in
their midst. Only when cach member
shows some levelling up, there will be
all round levelling up.

2. Class strength :

{a) In order that cach boy or girl
should receive the teacher’s atiention,

the class strength must be limited to 25
in classes 1, 2 and 3 and 30 in classes
4 and 5.

(b) Since subjects other than the
Three R’s, require good planning, they
must be taught by teachers specially
trained in those.

(¢) Whenever the strength of the
school excceds 250 there must be an
extra teacher to attend to the growing
demands on the school in the collection
of statistics, attention to returns, cor-
respondence, preservation, use and up-
keep of the tools of learning, children’s
library and other matters of general
interest including collection of fees, if
any, and proper mainienance of ac-
counts.

(d) When the strength exceeds 500,
the head teacher must have a special
assistant too to help him in his work
besides a personal allowance.

3. Books too are tools of learning:
If through poverty some children
cannot afford to have books, I wish
some text-books, exercise hooks, nature
records are stocked in school for use
by these children. The haves who buy
books may be persuacded to leave their
books at the end of the ycar for the
use of these poor children. Donations
and gifts may be allowed to be accept-
ed. Reading books alonc may be given
for use at home. I would even suggest
that a small token fec of one anna a
year may be collected from all for the
good maintenance of these hooks by
way of binding and putting on fresh
coverings. (To be continued)

TEACHERS CONSTITUENCY

The clectoral roll of the above consti-
tuency has been published.  Teachers
who do not find their names in the roll
but are eligible to be included in the
list are requested to address the Tahsil-
dars  concerned immediately for the

inclusion of their names.

A HUMBLE

SUGGESTION FOR REORGANISATION
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

By

S. J. DEVASAGAYAM, M.A., M.Ed.,

Leclurer, Mesto

quote the follow-
£ the Secondary
Chapter XI-

At the outset let me
ing from the Repo.rt.o
Education Commission—
page 155 :—

« Thus all circumstances consplvre
to-day to put an undue and upnatulal
emphasis on examinations, specially the
external examinations, anfi tbey have
come to exercise a restrictm‘g influence
over the entire field of Indian Educa-
tion to such an extent as almost to
nullify its real purpose. Many com-
plained of the hampering effect of ex-
aminations. They said, and we gene-
rally agree with them, that the exami-
nations to-day dictate the curriculum
instead of following it, prevent any‘
experimentation, hamper the prope:
treatment of subjects and souqd
methods of teaching, foster a d.ull uni-
formity rather than orjlgmahty, en-
courage the average pupil to concent-
rate too rigidly upon too narrow a field
and thus help him to develop wrong

. S
values in education.

After reading the above criticism any
will agree that (1) new gnd
more efficient techniques of measuring
and evaluating pupils’ all—round.pro-
gress should be discovered and utilized
as early as possible and (2) the exter-
nal Public Examination should be got
rid of as quickly as possible and Tea-
chers and Headmasters of Seconda.ry
Schools should undertake the ent_xre
responsibility for effective evaluation
of school education.

person

Although the main objective of this
article is to suggest a method of eva-
luation which is expected to produce
greater satisfaction to all cpr}cerned,
yet the opportunity is also utilized for
making certain recommendations on a

n Training College, Royapettah, Madras.

few other important aspects of educa-
tional reconstruction in our country.

One of the main defects of our Se-
condary Education is the mad scramble
for seats in Colleges soon after the pub-
lication of the ¢ Eligibility List 7, with-
out pausing to consider whether one
has the ability and aptitude for Univer-
sity Education or not.  The frustra-
tion which results on the failure to get
admission in Colleges 1s at the bottom
of many of our present nation-wide
social and civic problems. How to de-
velop a proper sense of wvalue and
judgment in our pupils so that only the
right type of persons will try for the
right type of career is the major chal-
lenge of our educational organisation.
+ is believed that if the Educational
systems of our country are reorganised
on the lines suggested below, much can
be achieved in gaining the objective
stuted above. If once we start think-
ing that the main objective of school
education is the preparation of our boys
and girls for effective participation in
Social and Civic life in the couniry and
that it is not a preparation for Univer-
sity Education we may find ourselves
on the right path of planning the right
type of school education. In this con-
nection let me again quote from the
Report of the Secondary Education
Commission—Chapter III-page 30.

“ But as has been pointed out else-
where, the integral unity of Secondary
Education as well as the entire outlook
of teachers and parents towards it has
been seriously vitiated by the fact that
they have been apt to regard it as
mainly a stepping stone to the Univer-
sity. It has consequently been geared
almost entirely to the passing of the
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oxamination which will onen the gate-
way to the University.  This has incvi-
tably resulted in many other important
aims being ignored or side-tracked.”

Reform  of  Sccondary  Kducation
should take into consideralion not only
reform of Methods of Evaluation, but
also many other aspects of education.
Tho following aspeets which are closely
inter-connected must be gdiven special
consideration before other aspecls are
examined 1 —

1) Types oi Sceondary SGchools we
need.

2) Duration of Sccondary kduca-
tion.

3)  Curriculum.

4}  Metheds of Evaluation.

Tupes of Sccondury School: We Need :

In the Madras State it is proposed to
provide two main {ypos of  Schools
namely (1) The Primary School and
(2) The High School. fimong High
Schools we should have two types :—

(1) The Academic High School (The
Citizen Iligh School) @ These
Citizen Hich Schools will train
enlightencd and goed, democra-
tic citizens who will understand
their place in Socicly and be
willing and able to exercise their
rights and responsibilities. Those
who complete this Citizen High
School course will enter public
life with or without fuvther pro-
fessional training.

(2) The Technical High Schools :
These High Schools will train
skilled and efficient technicians
who will man the vavious indus-
trial and productive occupations.

Duration of Secondary Education :——

In Madras it is proposed that Primary
Education should bhe for 7 vears and
that High School cducation should be
for 4 years. In some of the other
States of India school education is
planned for a duration of 12 years.

THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

The duration of 11 years or 12 years is
largely based on the requirements of
University education. Planning school
cducation from the point of view of the
necds of University education is the
fundamentul mistake which we have
been making all these years. It is a
well-known fact that only a tiny per-
centage of the boys and girls who ap-
pear for the Public Examination enter
Colleges for further education. On
the other hand a very large majority of
them enter public life and start func-
tioning as citizens. It is therefore
wrong to subject this large majority of
students to the unnccessury strains of
a heavy and prolonged school course
and to the undesirable frustrations of
failure to cope with an External Pub-
lie Examination, It is thercfore sug-
gested that aflter a Seven Year Course
of Primary Education it is quite suffici-
ent if we provide for a 3 year course
in a Citizen High School or a 3 year
coursc in a Technical High School.
The fact that Primary Education will
be Basic Education, should be suffi-
cient guarantee that a good educa-
ticnal standard can be achieved with a
three year High School education in
continuation of a scven year Basie Edu-
calion. Perhaps we may have to intro-
duce the Teaching of English in Stan-
diord 5 of the Primary School in spite
of it being Basic Education.

Curriculum ;—
.As regards Curriculum the sugges-
tions given below refer to that of the

Citizen Highh School and do not pertain
to that of the Technical High School.

The Curriculum of the Citizen High
_School should be as below :— All sub-
Jjects should be taught to all pupils.

Group A. Three languages : —

First Language (Tamil in Madras)
Segond Language — Hindj
Third Language —- English

Group B :

1. Social Studies
2. General Science
3. Elementary Mathematics.
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Group C:

1. Craft _
2. Physical Education .
3. Religious or Moral Education.

Methods of Evaluation.

Although the responsibility for Eva-
luation should ultimately be L'lr%der-
taken by schools, yet for a_transmonal
period of ten years, (five if possible),
we should provide for a dual system of
evaluation, namely Evaluation by
Schools and Evaluation by an External
Public Examination, as shown below :=

(1) External Public Examination :
This examination will be available for
all the six subjects under groups A and
B of the curriculum suggestgd abovg.
However, it will be suﬁicienfc if a p.upll
is compelled to submit to this examina-
tion in one language under group A and
one subject under group B to be elec-
ted by the pupil himself.

(2) The School Examination : The
schools will conduct their own‘SchooI
Final Examinations in all the six sub-
jects under groups A and B of the Cur-
riculum. The pupil will ta.ke the
School Final Examination only in those
subjects for which he does not appear
at the Public Examination.

The schools will also measure qnd
record, his attitudes, personality .tralts,
skills and abilities and other such 'mtan—
gible outcomes of Education,. in the
Cumulative Record of each pupil.

The All India Seminar on the Teach-
ing of Social Studies held at the Tea.-
chers’ College, Saidapet thought that _1f
Social Studies was not a Publlc. Exami-
nation subject, the teaching of it would
be neglected by Teachers. On the
other hand the Science Seminar helld
at the Hindu High School, Madras is
reported to have recommended that
there should be no public examination
for General Science. It is my humk?le
opinion that it is a fundamental mis-
take if the decision whether a subject
should be an examination or non-ex-
amination subject comes from the
Educational Authorities. The decision
should be left to the pupil. He alone
should have the right to decide whe-

ther he will take a Public Examination
in this subject or that. If this arrange-
ment is accepted, no teacher will ever
think of neglecting any subject in the
curriculum. For under this arrange-
ment all subjects will be Public Exami-
nation subjects as well as Non-Public
Examination subjects at one and the
same time from the Teacher's point of

view.

The advantages of this dual system
of evaluation during the transition
period are many : —

1) The Public Examination will
continue to serve as a motivating
force for Teachers and Pupils.

2) The School examination will
develop self-respect In  the
school staff and will also build
up the necessary confidence for
ultimately assuming the entire
responsibility for evaluation.

3) In the beginning stages the
Public Examination will also
serve as a corrective measure for
any defect which might creep
into School Evaluation due to
inexperience and imperfect tech-
niques.

4) The ordinary pupil, who never
intends to undergo TUniversity
education, is given considerable
relief from strain and the stamp
of failure nced not be inflicted on
him.

5) Teachers will feel encouraged to
try new methods of Teaching
and also to make an attempt to
evaluate the wvarious non-intel-
lectual achievements and growth
of pupils.

6) The public will be trained step
by step to put greater trust on
Schools’ integrity and ability to
undertake complete responsi-
bility for measuring and evalua-
ting pupils’ progress in all as-
pects of school education.

7) This is the only way by which
Teachers can recover the status
which is their due.
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Under this dual system of Evalua-
tion the final page in the School Leav-

ing Certificate of a partic:ular pupil will
have the following entries :—

EXAMPLE.

Name of Pupil

Schoo! Final Examination

Subjects. Marks or Grades Examination.
Language 1 509, Public Examination
2 409 ,
hangtage = ’ } School Examination
Language 3 389¢
Social Studies 60% Public Examination
2ral Science 55¢7 o
Geners l /0 School Examination
Ele. Mathematics 80%
Craft Grade B

Physical Education

Preparation for Reform .

1)

2)

3)

The Central Government should
start at once three or four
bureaus of Examination Resecarch
in the different linguistic arcas
of the country under the guid-
ance of experts from England
and the United States and other
specialists who may be already
available in the country.

Training Colleges  should be
financed to undertake rescarch in
techniques of Evaluation.

Inservice training in New Tech-
niques of measuring and evolua-
ting (a) Intellectual attainments
(b) erowth and development of
attitudes, personality traits,
skills, abilities cte., should be
organised through Training Col-
leges for all Teachers.

School Examination

Grade A

Signed ......oiiiiiiiiiiean
Director of Public Instruction

4) Evaluation and Measurement in
FRducation should be a compul-
sory subject of study for the
B. T. Degree Examination.

University Education.

It may be pointed out that thp
scheme of Secondary Education envi-
saged in this article has completely neg-
lected the needs of University educa-
tion. It has already been stated that
the requirements of University Educa-
tion, which is available only for a very
small percentage of pupils who appear
for the External Public Examination,
should not be permitted to vitiate our
planning for an adequate system of
school cducation which is mainly inten-
ded for training our future citizens.
The Universitics must be left severely
alone to devise their own methods of
selecting students for their Pre-Univer-

REORGANISATION OF
sity Courses.

Examination in Language 1 and Social
Studies. The College which admits
him may do so on the basis of an
entrance Examination in Language 3,
General Scicnce and Ele. Mathematics.
In the long run the Universities will
have to accept the verdict of the
schools. Moreover, as there will be no
“ Eligibility List ”, it is hoped that only
the right type of pupils will seek ad-
mission into colleges and therefore, the
standards of University Education are
not likely to be adversely affected.

THE SOUTH INDIA

Let us take the example
of the pupil who appears for Public

SECONDARY EDUCATION 9

The Structure of Education.

Primary Education
(Basic)
(Seven years)

| N
Citizen High
Schools 3 years

Pre University Courses
One year

I
Technical High
Schools 3 years

Degree Courses
(3 years)

TEACHERS’ UNION

GOLDEN JUBILEE, MAY 1958.

Circular No. 1.

In connection with the celebrations
of the Golden Jubilee of the South India
Teachers’ Union in May 1958, it is pro-
posed to bring out a souvenir containing

1. History of the Union with list of
Presidents and Secretaries from the
start.

2. Messages.

3. List of District Teachers’ Guilds
and affiliated Teachers’ Associa-
tions and Unions.

4. Reports of institutions.

5. List of Jubilee members.

6. Advertisements.

(Wherever possible half-tone blocks
of important persons associated with
the Union will be printed.)

Since it will take time, even starting
from now, to collect the material and
photographs for the souvenir, all in-
terested in this organisation of teachers
are requested to co-operate with the
Jubilee Committee and make the cele-
brations a success.

The rates of fees for membership,
reports of institutions and advertise-
ments are as under : —

(1) Membership fees :

Affiliated  associations—Rs, 5
(including cost of souvenir).
Individual members—Rs. 3 (in-
cluding cost of souvenir) or
Re. 1 without souvenir,
(1) Reports of educational institu-
tions :
Matter for
Rs. 10.

Matter for half a page—Rs. 20

(including cost of a h
block). photo

Matter for full page—Rs. 40

(including cost of a ph
block). photo

quarter page—

(NOoTE.—The size of th

€ report wi
be royal octavo). port will

(1ii) Rates for advertisements :

Educational bublishers anq
firms dealing in sports goods
and other materials con-
hected with school work will
be charged the same rates as
those given in item (ii)

above.
Golden Jubilee Commi
Madrasy mittee,
15-—11-—-1956.




THE TEACHER

(A Chemical Analysis)
By
G. M. GNANAPRAGASAM, B.A., B.SC., B.T.,
Lecturer, Meston Training College, Madras-14.

History : It is not definiicly known
when the element Teacher was first dis-
covered. But there is unrefutable cvi-
dence to show that this clement was
known to almost all the nations {rom
very ancient times. In India il was in
vogue long long ago in the Gurukulas
and later it was much sought after in
Taxila, Nalanda, Kuancheepuram and
Madural.

Occurrence : The element occurs in
nature in more or less crude form.
Pure forms arc commonly found in
diverse educational Institutions.

Laboratory Method of Preparing the
element in ‘ Pure Form’: The element
is subjected to great mental stress and
physical strain in the Brahma-Presses
of Schools and Colleges, and is purified
by filtration at the end of every year
through Examinations. The final clear
filtrate (and in a few cases the residue
too) is, wherever hecessary, caleined in
the open hearth of Training Institutions
for_a year or two. The element is
again filtered through the sieve of
(%overnmental or University Examina-
tion, and the final clear filtrate is
dubbed g3 full-fledged trained teacher.

Manufacture on a large scale : The
element emerging with g completed
Secondary School Leaving Certificate
on being heated in the furnace of a
High School, in case it cannot be
absorbed in any other office or profes-
sion, is appointed by the government,
without any calcination in the hearth
of a Training Institution, as the sole-
monarch of a single-teacher school.

Family :  This eclement belongs to
the family of “ Homo-Sapiens ” and is
classified in the Periodical Table as g
member of the group of elements which

follow the noblest of callings but the
sorriest of vocations.

Physical properties :

(1Y An odorous solid of di.vcrse
tastes  available in different
shades of colour.

(2) Opaque to ordinary light, but
semi-~transparent to X-rays.

(3) Good conductor of heat and
electricity.

(4) Not soluble in water, but dis-
solves in acids and caustic alka-
lies.

(5) Mood is likely to be affected
sometimes with undesirable re-
actions with increasc of tempera-
ture and humidity.

(6) Specific Gravity s
greater than one.

{(7) Boiling Point is reached when
the thermometer of student In-
discipline reads a dangerously
high mark.

slightly

Allotropic Modifications :  Assumes
two main allotrophic forms—the male
and the female. The latter is likely to
remain in single state, while the former
usually passes into the stable married
state,

Isotopes: Many isotopes of the ele-
ment are found—rfor instance the higher
grade, the sccondary grade, the gra-
duate, the lecturer and the professor.
Their atomic numbers are respectively
30, 45, 85, 150 and 250.

Chemical properties :

(1) Not combustible and does not
support within the premises of

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Uses :
(1)

(2)
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schools and colleges the combus-
tion of cylinderical tubes filled
with tobacco and lighted at one
end.

Constantly takes in oxygen and
gives off carbon-di-oxide and

water vapour.

Reacts readily with students
with exuberance. Usually t'he
reaction is mild, but may be vio-
lent on occasions. The reaction

is reciprocal.

Forbidden by goyernment ' to
combine actively with any kind
of political element.

Possesses a strong aﬁfinity for
celebrations, tea-parties and
group-photos.

Highly active in nascent stage
but likely to gradually decom-
pose in the presence of old age,
neglect and indifference.

Usually active, but the rate of
activity is highly accelerated by
catalysts like the visits of V.LP’s
and the Inspection by the D.E.O.

Under the strong influence of
rigour of curriculum develops
high pressure in order 'to force
the majority of pupils pass
through the filter of Examina-
tion.

Turns the margins of the pupils’
answer-scripts red.

Passes on the Torch of Know-
ledge from one generation to
another.

Preserves the culture and heri-
tage of the past, makes men out
of the children of the present,
and moulds the citizens of the
future,

(3) Educates, equips and turns out
the statesmen, scientists, scho-
lars, medicos and workers for
the nation.

(4) Forms the axis on which the
wheel of Education revolves.

Conclusion :

The Supreme Importance of this Ele-
ment as the Pillar of Society has been
acknowledged by the public, press, plat-
form and the Prime Minister. But
mere lip sympathy cannot serve to rea~
lise the project of exploiting this ele-
ment to the full for raising the Stan-
dard of Education in this country. The
schemes will bear fruits only if the
Finance Ministries both at the Centre
as well as in the States allot a decent
sum of money for improving the status
and conditions of the Teacher Element,
instead of proposing niggardly token
reliefs in this direction.

.W’W
Subscribe for
SUNSHINE

BEST MONTHLY MAGAZINE PUBLISHED
IN ENGLISH
What Every Home, School and
College Must Have
Edited by

Dy, G, S. KRISHNAYYA, M.A.
(Madras), M. A., Ph.D, (Columbia)

Highly praised by Education M
Directors and Parents.

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE
Rates of Subscription :
Monthly 0-8-0 Annually 5-8-90
Please write ¢y .

The Manager, SUNSHINE, POONA-5

W

inisters,

e, r———————



Claim

«© 1 5 1

weeveececally one who brings a little joy and happiness
to our children and gives them an opportunity to grow up into
useful and intelligent citizens of the motherland is doing

National work of great importance.”’

—Mprs. Indira  Gandhi.

In the above context we, as the
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standing of Slated Roll-up Black Boards
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National work of great importance in a:
much as ouyy products have been giving
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NATIONAL PLAN FOR EDUCATION

K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI

The time is come when under article 45
of the Indian Constitution every child
must have basic primary education. A
period of ten years from 26th January 1950
has been provided for such a consumma-
tion. Also, there will soon come a time
when every boy and every girl will get
full secondary education which, in a civi-
lised and refined society, will be necessary
to develop all the forms of skill necessary
in a modern progressive State, It is hence
necessary that we should now concentrate
not only on elementary education but also
on secondary education.

But in all stages of education we must
remember a great educational mantram or
principle. “The school is for the human
being; the human being is not for the
school”. Let us fit such secondary educa-
tion to the different ages and aptitudes and
abilities of the pupils. Let us not make it a
procrustean bed which will by alternate
amputation and hammering out destroy all
life under the pretence of fitting the pupils

for the schools.

Today we are under the tyranny of such
phrases as basic education, fundamental
education, the grammar school, the techni-
cal school, the modecrn secondary school,
the multilateral school, etc. Children are
of various types such as supernormal, nor-
mal and sub-normal. They have diverse
capacities and aptitudes. We must give
all children a chance and utilise for them
and for the society the aptitudes of all.
Today the system is teacher-ridden, ins-
pector-ridden, examination-ridden, slogan-
ridden. It is curriculum centred, or book-
centred or word-centred or craft-centred,
but not child-centred. We are befogged
and bewildered by the 1. Q. Some cduca-
tional psychologists regard the child’s
mind as a tabula rasa. They belong to the
theoretical school of philosophers. The
educational psychologists of the biological
school talk learnedly about inherited and
congential variations and are determinists
in theory and practice. They say that a
quart of milk cannot be poured into a pint

pot. But they forget that a child's brain
is not a pot, but a growing organism.
There is no doubt, the element of gceneral
ability but there is also the element of gene-
ral impermeability. Mental tests are good
but we must not make a felish of them. Some
gifts are inherited ; some are acquired :
gifts wvary ; and gifts are capable of en-
hancement. Some children have a literary
bias and some have a practical bias. We
aust have record cards for cach child in
the elementary school. When he comes up
for secondary education, we must be able
io judge his aptitude and ability. While
@ basic common national culture is impart-
ed to all the students, education should pro-
vide for the development of all potentia-
lities including also artistic skill and spiri-
tual experience which are unique ard per-
scnal.

We may generally say that at the age of
11 plus we can find out to which type of
cecondary school the boy should go—a pre-
university school or a technicul school.
There might be a multilateral school in a
single campus and there must be provision
for the transfer of a child from one school
to anothier as the result of experiment and
experience.  Each type of school must have
ample up-to-date equipment. Even in the
so-called practical or technical schools,
there must be a good general cducation :
and even in the so-called pre-university
school there should Dbe a vocaticnal bias
though not intensive vocational technical
instruction and training. Professor A, N.
Whitehead says well:  “There is no liberal
cducaticn which is not in some sensc techni-
cal and no technical educalion which is not
in some sense liberal”.

In England we have as historical lcgacies
the public school, the grammar schoo], the
technical school and the modern school.
We need not imitate ®hem but can make
our own experiments suited to our national
genius  and lo organise secondary educa-
tion in our own way, Let our aims be
“secondary education for all”, and “secon-
dary education suited to each child and to
the national needs” which include both
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arademic and literary skill as well as
{eehnical  and practical  skill  suited to
modern and progressive and civilised and
refined life in an age dominated by scicnce
and rationalism and democracy.  We must
have not only the black-coated professions
put also technical capacities. Let us relate
our educational scheme wisely to the indi-
vidual child and to the society as a whole.
L.t us give ample and equal scope for the
sciences and the humanities and the aris
‘and -the erafts by atiending adequately to
physical ‘and mental and moral and aesthe-
tic and spirftual education.

We have two. sign-posts lo guide us fo-
day in thc road of modern cducation.
They are Dr. 5. Ttadhakrishnan’s Univer-
sity Commission Report and Dr. A. Laksh-
manaswami Mudaliar’'s  Secondary Educa-
iion Commnrission Report. There have been
already many clementary education re-
ports. The hcadmasters and the manage-
ments have made their representations.
The Special Commitice constituted by the
Madras Legislature to examine the Gov-
ernment’s White Paper on Education has
offcred its suggestions. The matter is
simple though much discussion has confus-
¢d the issues. The age five plus — which
is now prevailing — may well continuce for
admission to the first clementary education
class. Standards 1 to 5 arc for such edu-
cation.  The students may then go to
standards 6 and 7 and thence to the trads
schools and the junior technical schools or
to the lower secondary stage (Forms I to
II1).  Forms IV to VI will be the scenc of
secondary education in multi-purpose
schools devoted to academic education
agricultural education, technical education’.
:(f)loif; ‘;/;100 1;'1{1:;]2 d;ffs:mc educ‘ation will

wdary Course for
one year which will take the place of the
pr.(lziseilt dpro-universi'ty course and which
wi ead to -year
degree coursetzg ‘L}S;‘Cai’ﬁsl o or Be,
: s to the pre-profes-
sional course. I do not see why there
sltlould be two grades of education in the
high schools, as that

will only complicate
matters. *

What we most urgently nced today is re-
fined and progressive education and cul-
ture.  But what is refinement|? What is
progress ?  We cannot have refinement
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wilhout art and morality and religion and
we cannot achieve progress without science
and democracy and nationalism and inter-
nationalism. We must make our boys and
girls responsible and happy citizens and
not mere aulomata or slaves of autocracy.
Discipline is indispensable but it must be
due 1o an inner growth and not to any ex-
ternal command or pressure. Proper edu-
cation alone is the key to a proper national
life which alone can lead us to national
greatness.

Nuy, proper education is the koey to in-
ternational peace and amity and concord
and world-brotherheed. The wan of tonay
is more selfish and pugilistic and bellicose
and we need not boast about his refinement
and  civilisation. Mr. H. M. Jones says
well in “Education and world-tragedy” :

“During the first thirty years of the
present century, European powers alone
fought 74 wars, which lasted a total of
297 years; roughly the average war was
four years long. One has to go back to
the twelfth century to find a comparable
record. In that unenlightened century
the average war lasted only three years
and a half. From the eleventh to the
twelfth centuries war casualties totalled
about 18 million. In the first three de-
cades of the present century we have
killed 33-1]3 per cent more human beings
than  were killed in the previous 800
years. But these figures do not include
five otlher continents and they take us
only to thc risec of Hitler”.

Since these words were written the great
powers have perfected their nuclear wea-
pons and have stockpiled A-Bombs and
H-Bombs in large |numbers. The aim of
cducation hercafter must be to create an
anti-nuclear weapon mentality all over the
world, if civilisation and progress and re-
finement are not to perish from the face
of the carth. It is not always wise to
exchange old lamps for new. Why should
we exchange culture for bombs ? We have
not yet secured freedom from fear and
frc.edom from want. Education must.
b:‘lx?g those freedoms if it is to be the
szuvufur of humanity. Let us never forget
P'ro.sulcnt Roosevelt’s wise advice : “If
civilisation is to survive, we must culti-
vate the science of human relationships.”

——————

pOST BASI

Gandhiniketa

FINDINGS OF THE SEMINAR HELD

ON 30—11—1956 :— -

1. The basic craft ip Post Bamg doxtlh
cation should be agrlculturet atr}\le cloh
craft which was mastered 2 R Paeic
stage will be practise.d at theA D
stage for self-sufficiency. e
of subsidiary crafts must entribh -
from out of the following to €O
to the self-sufficiency. .

List of crafts: Craf'ts relajcmg g:c;;
food and nutrition likp oil prcssll{r;g, e
making, dairy farming, bgei ilsp f&i
ete., the usc of onion, _edlbe orltS for
soap-making, repair‘of 1mplemi n
volved in soap-making, carpentry
blacksmithy. -

9 No distinction sbould b% tr\;l;;en
between boys and g1.rls or deto oon
urban and rural areas in regar
choice of the main craft.

3. Post Basic School; negd no}gov?f
made completely re&dentml.l_ How-
ever, the pupils should have 11V .
the ’school for at least a .yea:. Dver
day scholars should remain 11 h? 1 hoo!
throughout the day and have thei

meals together at school.

FINDINGS OF THE SEMINAR HELD

ON 1——12—1956 :— . '

1. The assessment will prxmgmlg ‘rz)ef
based on the aims apd stan :;Ctical
attainments expected 10 th1e ) acties’
and theoretical aspects of the v;/)e K
the Post Basic Course. It may o
internal and external, pro_gress n
activities and subjects being as esses
internally and such an assesssmen{
assessed by an external asses

committee. N
internal assessment Wil
baszédThgn m‘che daily and perlodtlgi
records of the wor}i done an(cil(T acand
development in Skll.l, knowledge and
attitudes and maintamed'by the sc
staff council and the pupils.
3. The external assessment will be
done by an assessment board or com-
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n Ashram, T. Kallupatti.

mittee consisting of the .Con}rmssmn‘er
for Government Examlnz.)txon?, xe}
presentatives of the University Ot
Madras and the Education Departmelzi,
two basic education experts, a H:ea -
master of a Post Basic Schoo}, a PI"IH‘CX—
pal of a Post Graduate Basic Training
College and a Pr'mcipa_l of a Gradua_te
training college. This board will
closely study all the recgrds of the
teachers and of the pupils and the
cumulative records and have such exa-
minations as they choose, and see
whether cach pupil has progressed 1o
the required standard.

4. The assessment in the schqol will
be a continuous process and will take
all aspects of the pupil’s development
and will be done jointly by the teachers
and the pupils.

5. On the merit of the ﬁnal. assess-
ment pupils who have had s;at15factory
progress should be made eligible for th.e
Uni‘vorsity course and for Public
Service.

6. Tvery student who completes the
Post Basic Course will be awarded a
suitable certificate by the He?id Qf the
gchon! and he noed not submit himsclf
to an external asscssment bga?d, but
those who want to be made ehg}ble for
Public Service oOr for University
entrance should appear for externz}l
assessment and be assessed about their
achievements.

7. The agsessment to be made })y the
assessment committee should give .75
per cent of the marks (% of the credit)
to the internal assessment already made
by the Staft Council and 25 per cent
o.f the marks may be allotted by the
Committee at its discretion.

g. A comparative study of the Post
Basic Syllabus and the existing Second-
ary School Syllabus shows that they
dd not vary much in the total conten't,
though the order and the .sequencc in
which the subject matter 1s p-resented
is different on sccount of the difference

in methods of approach.
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9. There was also a discussion on the
prevailing system of Public External
Fxaminations and Internal Assessments
of Post Basic Education as in Bihar and
Sevagram.

SUBSTANCE OF RESOLUTIONS
PASSED ON 2—12—1956 : —

1. This seminar places on record
its considered feecling that as Post
Basic Education is a natural sequcnce
and development of the 8 vear course
of (Senior) Basic Stage, more Post
Basic Schools must be opened by
Government in the State in the next
school year and these schools may be
properly distributed in areas where
Basic Education has sufficiently deve-
loped.

2. This seminar also feels that if
Post Basic Education has to run on
efficient lines, it would be necessary
for Government to give proper guid-
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ance and encouragement to these Post
Basic Schools in order to build up cor-
reet standards of organisation of these
schools,  This provision may be made
through a full time person who will
bring to bear upon this work the ex-

‘pericnce  available in Sevagram and

other places in India in this field. A
small advisory commitice may be ap-
pointed to help him.

3. In view of the clese and organic
unity that exists between the objec-
tives of Nai Talim and ihe Bhoodan
Movement of Acharya Vinobaji, pupils
and  teachers of the Basie and Post
Basic and Basic ‘lraining Schools
should engage themselves in Bhoodan
work for atleast 1§ months every year
and this should be considered as part of
the regular educational programme.
So the scheme and programme of work
in Basic Institutions as embodied in the
scheme and SyHabuses may suilably be
modified.
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EXAMINATIONS

Recommendations of the Seminar held at Bhopal in

February, 1956.

(Continued from December Issue)

RECOMMENDATIONS ON CUMULATIVE RECORDS

(With reference to Problem No. 3)

1. The new approach to examination
and evaluation requires the proper
maintenance of school records. This
Seminar endorses the recommendation
of the Secondary Education Commission
that a Cumulative Record be maintained
for every pupil Such a record will
contain a continuous statement of his
attainments at the successive stages of
his education and a progressive evalua-
tion of his interests, aptitudes and
personality traits and of the social and
practical activities in which he takes

part.

This record will serve the following
purposes :—

(a) Asscssment of the pupil’s «ll-
round progress in the school.

(b) Guidance to the pupil in _the
choice of courses at the High
School and the Higher Secondary
stages and in the choice of a
vocation on leaving the school.

(¢) Provision of data for the_ﬁr;al
assessment of the pupil’s abilities
and altainments in conjunction
with his performance at the
external examination.

9 It is recommended that a compre-
hensive form of Cumulative Record of
the type given in Appendix VII Qf ?1‘1{:
Secondary Education Commission
Report should be maintained by those
schools which have the necessary skilled
personnel for making the claborate
entries required by that form. As most
schools do not have such trained
personnel, a simpler Cumulative Record
is suggested. This simpler Record will

3

contain items of factual information
regarding the pupil, his parents and his
home environment, his attainments in
different subjects, his special interests
and practical activitics, a report of his
health, and general observations on his
character and personality.

It is recommended that a Cumulative
Record, whether comprehensive or
simple, be maintained for each pupil
from as carly a stage as possible, at
least from the beginning of Class VL
This record will take due note of the
pupil’s performance in the periodical
tests and his day-to-day work in school.
Data for the Cumulative Record may be
obtained in various ways and from
different sources. Information regard-
ing the pupil’s scholastic attainments
may bhe entered directly from the
teachers' class-record books. A com-
nrchensive progress report based on the
Cumulative Record will be sent to the
pupil’s parents at the end of each year
and will also be given to the pupil at
the time of leaving the school. Such a
report should contain an assessment of
the pupil’s all-round progress at a parti-
cular stage together with an evaluation
of his special abilities, skills and
interests and a constructive estimate ot
his character and personality.

3. It is felt that for the maintenance
of Cumulative Records, whether com-
prehensive or simple, special training
will have to be provided for the
tcachers. The State Departments of
Education, with the help of the Train-
ing Colleges and the University Depart-
ments of Education and particularly the
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Educational and Vocational Guidance
Bureaus, wherever these have been
established, should make the necessary
arrfmg(?n}ents for such training. For
ma}ntammg the comprchensive Cumu-
lative Record, an intensive training of
at legst threce months’ duration should
be given to trained teachers. For the
other r_ecord a training course of at
1ea§t six weeks is deemed necessary
It is suggested that whercver possib]c;
the‘E‘xtension Service Departments of
Training Colleges may organise tmiﬁin ]
courses for this purpose.' ) )

It is also recommended that the Stat
gce]partpnents of  FEducation and 1h(é
hucatlon Departments of Universities
Zuggl(ti m'lke adequate provision for
> rgn}mg in the regular syllabus for
e training of teachers.

4. It is recomm
) ended that Cumula-
;xc\}rf 'iRecqrds should be used bvlz;lll
gre(s)o. s with a view to eliminatiné pro-
min:ggly ’ge annual promotion exa
n. romotion from ' -
: : class
g?ss will ultimately be made (:: t}tl(())
ength of the Cumulative Records.

L=
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The Scminar hopes that at some date,
in the not distant future, the final
assessment of a pupil based on his atl-
round progress, as indicated in his
Cumulative Record, may obviate the
necessity of an external cxamination:
It recommends that even at the present
stage a few sclect schools, may
accorded the privilege of awarding the
final certificate at the end of the School
Course, without the necessity  ©
presenting their pupils at the externd
examination. This privilege shoul
not, however, preclude any candidate
of such schools from appearing at the
oxternal examination, should he s°
desire.  The selection of such schools
should he made by the State Depart-
ment of Education in consultation with
the University, the Boards of gecondary
and of Technical Education and
Public Services Commission o0f
State concerned.

the

5. It is also recommended that the
State Boards of Education should take
immediate steps to prepare and standar~
dise achievement tests in the differen
school subjects.  Wherever such
achicvement tests are available, school®
should be required fo use these as fa
as possible in assessing the pcrformance
of their pupils in various subjects.

6. The following procedure IS sus”
gested for making entries in the
Cumulative Records.

(i) Detailed records of the pupil’s
attainments, abilities and in-
terests will be kept by the
teachers concerned, from daY
to day and from week to week-

(ii) These records will be consi~
dered and compared at
monthly  meeting  of
teachers. The class teachel
will collect the data for the
Cumulative Record at sY¢
meetings,

(iii) The Cumulative Record will be
filled in at the end of the y€ar
by the class teacher after due
consultation with the othel
teachers and the head of the
school.
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It is expected that the State Depart.—
ments of Education will take into consi-
deration the time spent by the teachers
in maintaining these records when they
determine the total work-load of the

teachers.

7. As long as the final external exa-
mination continues, the pupils who
complete the gchool course and take
the examination will get a certificate
awarded by the examining authority.
The form of the certificate chould be
so devised that it includes, pesides the
results of the public examination, the
details of the school progress report
pbased on the Cumulative Record.

The Seminar considered the question
of giving weightage to the school
records for determining the results of
the candidates at the final examination.
It does not accept the recommendation
of the Secondary Education Commission
in this respect. According to the Com-
mission, a pass in six subjects should
pe deemed sufficient for the satisfactory
completion of the certificate. A pass
in four of these six subjects is to be
decided on the basis of the pupil’s per-
formance at the public examination,
while a pass in the other two subjects
may be determined by the school
records. This procedure has the
following disadvantages :—

() It does not give sufﬁcier}t im-
portance to the candidate’s
school record in every subject.

(ii) There is a danger of the candi-

date relying on the external
examination as at present for
the pass in six subjects and
neglecting school work.

(iii) The benefit of the concession is
given only to candidates who
are weak in certain subjects.

1f school records are to have
any weightage at all, the
benefit should be extended to
all candidates uniformly.
The school score in every
subject should be considered
for determining the final
results of the candidates ap-
pearing in the external exa-
mination.

It is recommended that, as an initial
measure, 20 per cent of the total number
of marks in each subject should be
allotted to the assessment of the candi-
date’s performance as given in his
school records.

The Seminar is of the firm opinion
that Statc Boards of Education and
other examining authorities should give
effect to the above recommendation as
early as possible. It also believes that
the percentage earmarked for school
performance should be successively
increased in the future in the light of
experience gained in this connection.

In view of the fact that the records
of the school may not be very reliable
and that without a proper supervision
standards will vary from institution to
institution, the Seminar recommends
that practical methods of scaling the
scores obtained in school records may
pbe devised by research units attached
to the Boards of Secondary Education.
It is expected that, as the standards of
the different schools get stabilised, this
additional scaling work  will be
gradually diminished. The Seminar
suggests that this modified form of final
assessment based on the combinatior
of an external examination and interna
school records be first put into practice
as a pilot project within a limited are:
in each State.

(to be continued)



TEACHING OF MATHEMATICS IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS

Recommendati - .
E:;L‘;‘:.FU.(?B of the :uneteenth Internationa! Conference on Public
ion, Geneva, 1956. To the Ministers of Kducation
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Considering  that  the teaching  of
mathematics is becoming increasingly
seientific and cfficient,

Consideritie  thatl Recoramendation
No. 31 concerning the Introduction 10
Mathomatics  in Primary  Schools,
adopted by the X1Hih (v ornational
Conicrence on Public Education, needs
to be extended,

Submits io the Ministries of Educas
{ion of the several counirics the follow=
g recommendation :

AIMS OF MATHEMATICS TEACHING

I, Throughout both gencral and
vocational secondary educcotion every
possible endeavour should be made to
fl(’hi(‘v-ﬁ the aims of mathemalics teach-
ing bearing on intellectual enpacily and
the formution of character. These aims
lcuq to the logical proceqs in action
(thinkiug, analysing, Lbsteactings
schematizing,  reasoning deductively,
reneralizing,  specializing, applying
criticizing, cte.), to the qualities of
rational thourhl ond  ils  expression
(order, precizion, clarity, concision,
cte.), to observation, the concepts of
space and number, intuition and imMa-
gination in the abstract ficld, attention
and the power to concentrate, persever-
ance and the habit of ordercd cffort
and finally to the formation of the
scientitfic outlook (objectivity, intellec-
tual honesty, interest in reseavch, ete.)-

2. The operations of a practical order,
the adaptation to the natural environ-
ment, and the need to understand the
problems raised by technical, ceconomic
and social activities, make it more and
::(ilu(l{mc(xsny to understand curr_ent

cmatical processes  (computation,
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fundamental geometry, goemetrical
representation, equaltions, formulas,
functions, tables and graphs). These
fundamental ideas and means also play
a part in an increasing number of pro-
fessions.

3. Mathematics and the appropriate
process of thought should be regarded
as an essential part of the education of
a modern person, even if his work is
not of a scientific or technical nature.
The teaching of mathematics, closely
coordinated with that of other subjects,
should lead pupils to understand the
part played by mathematics in the
scientific and philosophical conceptions
of the modern world.

4. One of the main aims of the
advanced course Of mathematics in
upper secondary classes should be pre-
paration for scientific or technical
studies at higher level, whose mathe-
matical basis is steadily increasing.

Prace GIVEN TO MATHEMATICS

5. Mathematics, a required subject in
{he various classes of the lower stage
of secondary education, should have an
adequate number of hours allotted to it.

6. In the upper stage of the science
sections, ample time should be allotted

to the mathematics course.

7. It is desirable that pupils ‘With
special aptitudes for the study of science
should have the Opportunity of follow-
ing a more advanced syllabus and of

working by themselves.

8. Instruction in mathematics o§ a
cultural rather than a purely technical
kind should be offered, at least as an
option, in countries where in certain
sections (arts sections, for exan'uple‘)
mathematics is not a required subject.

9. In any marking scheme the weight
given to mathematics should be pro-
portional to the importance of the s'ub—
ject. Where mathematics is a 1‘eqp1red
subject, and particularly in science

sections, it should be considered as one
cially for

of the main branches, espe

class pf‘omotion and the award of
leaving certificates.

SYLLABUSES

10. The mathematics syllabus of any
particular section of a secondary school
<hould conform to the general aims of
mathematics teaching and the particular
needs of the section.

11. Mathematics syllabuses should be
kept up-to-date and adapted to the
progress of science and the needs of
technical activities and modern life, by
discarding outdated questions. Special
consideration should be given to the
fact that some countries, in order to
raise the level of upper secondary sylla-
buses, have introduced  analytical
geometry, infinitesimal calculus, statis-
tics and probability, and attach
increasing importance to the study of
functions and vectors as well as to the
applications of mathematics.

12. The difficulty and the extent of
the subject matter to be taught should
be related to the mental age correspond-
ing to each class, and to the pupils’
interests and needs. If it is desirable
to teach more advanced work to gifted
pupils, care should be taken not to
discourage the less gifted pupils by
imposing on them subject matter too
complex for their intellectual ability.

13. Tt is desirable to draw up curri-
cula so as to base the teaching of
mathematics on functional topics which
bring out the general notions while
coordinating the separate branches.

14. In this connection, it is also
desirable to determine, by careful ex-
periment, to what extent the multiform
structure of modern mathematics can
be made to enrich secondary education.

15. It is desirable that teachers should
be given freedom to extend the scope
of basic syllabuses by optional additions.

METHODS

16. Where instructions on methods
are given, they should take the form of
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advice and suggestions to bring teach-
ing into line with advances in the
psychology of intelligence and  the
teaching of mathematics, and with the
nature and use of mathematics, a
theoretical science with origins in the
real world and cffective power for
aclion upon it.

17. Every effort should be made to
stimulate and encourage pupils to learn
mathematics by active participation in
the development of the subject.

18. It is essential : (a) to awaken
and maintain the pupils’ interest in
hoth mathematics and its applications ;
(b) to pay attention to the pupils’ own
way of thinking in mathematics ; (c¢)
to adapt teaching to the pupils’ indivi-
duul capacities and intellectual growth,
and gradually to adapt it to the needs
of their future activities.

19. It is essential @ (a) to proceed as
often as possible from the concrete to
the abstract, especially in the lower
classes, and whenever possible to make
use of actual, figurative or imagined
experimentation, in order to suggest
definition or demonstration ; (b) to take
into account that mathematical know-
ledge arises through the interiorisation
of conercte activity and the develop-
ment of operations ; (c¢) to make use
of questions which have a practical
origin, not only in order to emphasise
the utility of mathematics, but algo to
motivate theoretical developments.

20. It is important : (a) to lead the
pupils to formulate idcas and discover
mathematical relations and properties
for themselves, rather than impose on
them ready-made adult thinking ; (b)
to ensure the assimilation of ideas and
operational processes before introduc-
ing formal generalisation : (c) to con-
vert into skills only those processes
which have been fully assimilated.

21. It is essential ; (a) to give pupils
experience of mathematical entities and
relations first, and only then to intro-
duce them to deductive reasoning ; (b)
to extend deductive processes in matho-
matics gradually ; (c¢) to train pupils
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to make up problems, to search for and
utilize data, and to evaluate results;
(d) to develop the subject heuristically
rather than to teach it dogmatically ;
(¢) to maoke pupils conscious of the
structure of a hypothetical deductive
theory in which, on the basis of postu-
lates, the theorems are built up by
demonstrations and new terms are
introduced by definitions, so as to lead
up to deductive logical treatment.

22. It is necessary : (a) to study the
mistakes pupils make, and to see in
them a means of understanding their
thought processes in mathematics ; (b)
to lead pupils to control and to correct
their work themselves ; (¢) to give
pupils a sense of approximation, order
of magnitude, and the reasonableness
of results; (d) to give preference to
thought and reasoning rather than to
mechanical drill and learning by heart,
and to limit the use of memory to fixing
fundamental results; (e) to set exa-
mination papers which will call for
mathematical skill rather than mere
cramming.

23. It is important : (a) to encourage
individual modes of expression, even
if only approximate, and to improve
them gradually ; (b) to lead pupils to-
wards precision and exactitude through
their need to communicate effectively
with other persons and to clarify their
thoughts ; (¢) to foster individual
research and initiative as much as team
work ; (d) to increase the number of
pupils interested in mathematics and
to assist in developing their formation
and knowledge, by organizing clubs,
lectures, competitions and other acti-
vities of an optional nature, and by
providing them with the necessary
books and periodicals. :

24. Tt is essential : (a) to emphasise
the intrinsic unity of mathematics, to
cease putling its various branches into
watertight compartments, and to bring
together the various ways of solving a
problem; (h) to indicate the main
stages in the historical growth of the

mathematical ideas and theories being
studied.
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25. It is essential: (a) to r.nalnte}tlﬁ
the coordination of mathematics W}t
the sciences which make use of_ mat cfc—
matics ; (b) to utilize the r'equlrements
of mathematical thought 11 order to
increase accuracy, clarity and_C(l){n'milqocr;
of language ; (c) to keep the lin 1}111 g c
between mathematics, o} the one hand,
and life and reality, o the other.

TEACHING MATERIALS

26. The evolution of the methoiol:fgf
of mathematics calls for the adapta }ng
of textbooks. Besides textbooks g.l(illq;
a graded introduction to abstract i) ecké
the pupil should have access to Otote;«
for revision where th; ()S;lg?rficzte C;nin r
i up again an ‘
;figf;*er]levél. Books of reference,h sug:
plementary material, popular 1danbe
books, periodicals, ete., shou o
available in every class library. it
documentation should be ac'iapted do b
needs of the differe:}t iecz’ifgs tirghn?c(a}i

to practica
g‘ex:dsf‘eiieoretical developments, and

educational considerations.

o7, Audio-visual aids, concrete

mathematical models (from daﬁl};"shf;:
constructed by pupils or tgac %rr,m)
manufactured by commercial ™ ‘in,
play an increasingly largeh pa;d in
teaching, and advantage shou L e
taken of their use to enable Iacupléons
acquire mathematical abstrac

actively.
TEACHERS

28. In mathematics, _perhaps evoelr;
more than in other su.k>Jec§s, thi rrlce
of the teachers is of prime impor a}ther.
The recruitment, training and fug er
training of mathema‘glcs teacherst hs 01; "
be the object of special care on the p
of the education authorities.

29. Teachers entru§ted‘ with dthe
teaching of mathematics in secon tﬁz}-’
schools should have .studled ma e
matics at a level considerably l?z‘ey; d
that to which they will be requ}Lel '
teach. These studies should }nc%et:
not only theoretical mathemat_lcs un
also some applied mathematics, @

outline of the history of mathematical
thought, the methodology of mathe-
matical science itself, and the study of
elementary mathematics  considered
from a higher point of view.

30. Care should be taken to ensure
that all pupils in the earlier years and
the less-able pupils in the later years
are taught by the best possible teach-

ers,

31. Adequate professional and
peychological training  should  be
regarded as a necessary complement of
the teacher’s mathematical studies, and
should be based on clear and mature
understanding of the principl.es and
objectives of humanistic education. It
should give emphasis to the structural
evolution of intelligence in relation to
the development of mathematical
thought. It should include the rela-
tions' of the concrete and the abstract
and give proper place to the methodo-
logy of models in mathematics teaching.
The prospective’ teacher should be
trained to observe and experiment in
the teaching of mathematics. Above
all, he should be interested in adoles-
cents and their aspirations and thus
enabled to act as their leader and guide.

39. Serving mathematics teachers
should be in a position to keep abreast
of modern developments in the
theoretical mathematical sciences, im-
portant present-day applications of
mathematics, and recent advances in the
teaching of the subject. Steps should
be taken to facilitate teachers’ further
training (lectures, vacation courses,
seminars, workshops, practical courses,
publications, etc.).

33. Suggestions from specialist
inspectors and educational adviser.s, and
the example of the work of éxperlen.ced
teachers, are excellent ways of im-
proving the teaching.

34. In modern society secondary
mathematics teachers should enjoy th_e
esteem and standing to which th‘exr
scientific studies and their vocation

entitle them.
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35. The adequate teaching of mathe-
matics being an essential part of cduca-
tion in all countries, the {leuching
profession  must  attract su[ﬁcicn},
qualified teachers in this subject. This
is of special importance since an ade-
quate supply of mathematics teachers
governs  the  scieniific, technical,
economic and sociul devel,pmont of all
nations.

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

36. Governments and international
cultural and educational bodies such as
UNESCO, the Internalional Buieau of
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Education, the International Commis-
sion on the Teaching of Mathematics,
and the International Commission for
the Study and Improvement of the
Teaching of Mathematics, should pro-
mote by all means at their disposal
(publicalions, lectures, meetings, exhi-
bitions, travel and siudy abroad, ete.)
the international exchange of ideas,
work, rescarch and results obtained in
the teaching of mathematics, so that
the youth of the whole world may
benefit without delay from the experi-
enco and progress of teachers in all
countries,

UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE

Sk BEN BOWEN THOMAS'S SPEECH

This confcrence commits vs to sivive
to secure greaior support for UNESCO's
work within our cwn countrics and, by
co-operative means, in the world at
large. My Government believes that
the countries of the world are making
great progress in the fin'd of inlerna-
tional education. The PBritish delesa-
tion will reaffirm that with gdod
planning and with hard work UNESCO
}ﬁas its own unique contribution to make

ere.

We shall vote for the extra $1,000,000
for which the Director-General is ask-
ing. We hope that this appreciable but
well-conceived increase in the budgect
will be accepted without much argu-
rpent, £o that delegates can have ample
time to visualize the programme as a
whole, to achicve good all-round pro-
portions in the large and clear defini-
tions in pm‘tigular items.

.-
) GUIBDING PRINCIPLES

‘For the future;” what should be
our guiding .principles ? At cvery
UNESCO conference in the past, strong
recommendations have been made that
our programme should be concentrated
into far fewer items. Surely it is good

advice. It is, indced, on this occasion
again, especialiy when we consider the
jorpe number of draft resolulions that
uve being so hurriedly submitted for our
consideration. The United XKingdom
aclegation views them  with mueh
concern bocause we know that every
item, however small, pleases somebody,
and in intevnational ovganizations it
requires courage and unsclfishness to
resist proliferation in projects and to
champion concentration in programmes.

We remain convinced that the re-
putation of this organization depends
upon comparatively few projects nobly
coneeived, carefully planned, and suc-
cessfully accomplished. 1t is better to
do a few things well than to dabble with
uncertainty in many.

In the realm of education we are con-
vinced that the vital point in the whole
system is the training of teachers. Tt is
here that a good sum of money gives
the greatest results. We are, therefore,
2lad to support the major project for
the  training of teachers in  Latin
America.  We  should also like to
spend  UNESCO’s money by which
teachers from other lands can  he
trained in the teacher training colleges
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of member States, if they are prepared
to provide places for them. Certainly,
we in the United Kingdom would be
prepared to play our part.

Second, we favour a major project
in the field of cultural relations, and I
ccngratulate the Director-General in
bringing forward the new project for
an exchange of information on the cul-
tures of Asia and the rest of the world.
The United Kingdom has given much
thought to this, and our delegation are
anxious to take a constructive part in
discussing proposals for the implemen-
tation of this project.

Third, the world would be greatly
impressed if UNESCO sponsored a
scientific project that brought striking
benefits to a large number of countries.
Frankly, we see no point in spending
UNESCO’s money on such subjects as
cancer, cell biclogy, and atomic energy.
Other agencies with far more money
than we can possibly have are working
in these fields, and we cannot hope —
indeed we should not seek — to compete
with them.

On the other hand, the project of
arid zone research has immense possi-
bilities, and UNESCO can claim this
field as its own. Let us then concen-
trate our resources upon the major
project of arid zone research.

Fourth, can we feel satisfied that we
all live up to the ideals of the censtitu-
tion that we have accepted ? Are we
frecing the channels belween nations
for the passage of ideas, writings,
boadeasts, artists. teachers ? Indeed,

ey £ o) - o amenve

TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

articles sent for publication have a direct bearing oMyhe
our journal and do not exceed three pages of double sp %” -

are we making the movement of
ordinary tourists easier ?

We say that we are pledged to intel-
lectual freedom. What about our
school books ? How much effort are
we making to see that our children are
taught history according to the facts
and that they are not indoctrinated with
a political version or with a selection of
them that is unwittingly or deliberately
false ?

Here are four lines of action consis-
tent with our constitution. If we
pursue them successfully they would
bring us much credit with all member
States.

Mr. President, I wish to leave you in
no doubt that the Government of the
United Kingdom most earnestly desires
to see UNESCO win a high place in
the world and keep it. We have not yet
achieved that aim. Mutual knowledge
provides the means, but it is not the
aim of life. The basis for firm and
lasting friendships are found in those
aims of life which we can accept as
common.

The aims that the great teachers of
religion and wisdom have insisted upon
are these — that we should respect the
rule of law, the dignity of the individual,
the rights of the family, and a love of
freedom and of justice. Let UNESCO
pursue these general objectives without
compromise within its own fields of
education, science and culture ; thereby
we may, in due course, become the
conscience of the Unite

—-British
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

TANJORE

The meeting of the Councils of the
Guild was held on 22nd December 1956
at 2 p.m. in the Umamaheswara High
School, Tanjore. Sri J. G. Koil Pillai,
the President of the Guild presided
over the meeting.

After prayer by Sri S. Ramiah, Sri
T. K. V. Rajagopaula Iyer, Secretary ot
the Tanjore Town Secondary Teachers’
Association  welcomed the Guild
Councils.

It was resolved to appeal to the Gov-
ernment to extend the pension bencfit
very soon to all categories of teachers
and also to the Non-Teaching Stafl of
Schools, and also to appeal to the Gov-
ernment to cancel the clause relating
to non-consideration of service prior to
any resignation for reasons already
represented to Government by the
President of the S.I.T.U.

The following resolutions among
others were taken up for consideration
and passed unanimously :—

1. Resolved to request the Gov-
ernment to extend the pension scheme
without any delay to all remaining

categories of teachers in Seccondary
Schools.

(2) Resolved to request the Gov-
ernment to extend the pension scheme

to the non-teaching staff of Secondary
Schools also. .

, (3) This.. meeting of the QGuild
"-dg, feel ,vd(Eeply agitated over the
_aeontinued . insecurity of tenure of
teachers under aided managements and
strongly urges upon the Government to
take immediate steps to revise the
form of agreement with a view to
assuring better security for them.

(4) This mecting of the Council
do urge on the Government to pass
a "G.0. forbidding aided manage-
merits  from inflicting major punish-
ments on teachers without prior sanc-
tion of the Director of Public Instruc-

tion, pending revision of the form of
agreement.

(5) The Guild prays that the Gov-
ernment  be  pleased  to  withdraw
the order stipulating the minimum
number of pupils taking Sanskrit in
Schools for employine Sanskrit teachers
in Sccondary Schools asx it adversely
affects the study of Sanskrit

{8} Resolved to request the Goverd-
ment to grant full fee concession to the
children of all teachers in Secondary
Schools.

With a vote of thanks proposed by
the Sccretary of the Cuild, Sri K. M.
Sundaram, to the ‘Tanjore Town
Secondary Schools’ Teachers’ Associd-
tion for playing the host and entertain-
ing the Councils with Tea, the meeting
terminated.

TIRUNELVELI

The Half-yearly Conference of the
Tirunclveli District Teachers' Guild
was held in the premises of the Rama-
seshier High School, Pattamadai on the
5th of Junuary 1857. Sri P. T. Thanu
Pillai, M.P., presided.

Sri K. G. Ramasamy Iyengar,
M.A., LT, Headmaster, Ramaseshier
High School, Pattamadai, welcomed the
delegates.

The Conference was opened by Sri
G. Suriyanarayana Iyer, President,
Panchayat  Board, Pattamadai who
suggested that temple funds might be
used for educational purposes.

Sri P. T. Thanu Pillai, M.P., observed
that every child could and should learn
four languages duting the primary
stage of education, He exhorted the
teachers to be fearless and express their
apinion on matters educational without
fear or favour as they were the most
competent persons. He said that the
teacher should be paid a deeent living
wage and should be kept above want,
He was of opinion that ladies should
be placed in charge of elementary edu-
?:\tion. We wanted the teachers to
inspire excellent qualities in the minds

of young children by their own
example.
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sri T. S Ramanathier, B.A., Bt‘L.,
advocate, Tenkasi, unveiled the port-
rait of Sri E. H. Pararneswaran.

gri M. Raja Ayyar, Headmrast_er,
Raja’'s High School, Ramnad speaking
on Educational Planning pleaded f(?r a;
proper co-ordination in the matter 0,,
educational planning between the
Central and the State Governments, the
Government and the departmept, and
the depariment and the profession.

gri N. Lakshmana Perumal Naiduy,
B.A., Deputy Collector, Chera_nmaha-
devi, addressed the gathering on
« Kamban and Kalvi™ and appealed 'to
the teachers 1o develop a laste for
literature.

Sy N. Venkatachalam Iyengar pro-
posed a vote ot thanks.

The General Body meeting of the'
Guild commenced at 2—'30 p.fn. 1‘mAc'ie1
the presidentship of Sri S I\atalz}udnl,
Headmaster, Hindu ngh Sc 1'ood,
Viravanallur. The president appeale
to the teachers to stand 1oyally by the<
Guild and the SIT.U. He pleaded f?l
a vevision of ihe agrcement between
the teacher and the management 80 a}s
to ensure & greater security of tenure
for the teacher.

Sri V. Antonyswami jappealed to the
teachers to be Guild-minded.

There was @ discussion on the rerpqrt
of the Legislature Committee on White
Paper on Education.

i -esolutions among
he following reso ‘
ot}?ers were passed at the General Body

meeting :—

1. This Conference requestsf the
Gox;ernment to revise the scalles 0 pz}:
of all categories of teachefs.m1 af)cfolthe
ance with the yecommendations

s.LT.U.

2. This Conference while thanking

nment for exempting children

gfw ?e(zx‘é‘laliers working in eleln}entaiy
hools from payment of school feces hp
to Form VI, resolves to request _t e
gove:nment to extend the same privi-

lege to children of all grades of teach-
ers working in Secondary schools also.

3. This conference requests the
government to grant House Rent allo-
wance to teachers also.

4. This conference requests the
government  to extend the pension
scheme to graduate teachers and first
grade Tamil Pandits also.

5. This conference requests the
D. P. I. Madras to permit B.Sc¢'s to
handle English in High School forms
and also permit the trained graduates
to teach the subjects in which they
have been trained in High School
classes irrespective of whether they
have studied that subject or those sub-
jects in the degree course or not.

6. This conference feels that the
present form of the agreement belween
the teachers and managements in
aided institutions does not give suffici-
ent protection to teachers and there-
fove, represents to the government to
modify the agreement in such a way
that all major punishments such as
suspension, termination of service ete,,
should be done with the prior approval
of the D.P.L

7. It also represents to the govern-
ment to modify the terms of agreement
so as to ensure greater security of
tenure for the teacher.

8. This conference requests the
government to grant pension to teach-
ers who retired even before the 1st
April 1955.

9. This conference requests the
government to make it obligatory on
the part of all the managements to
retain the services of teachers until
they complete the age of 60.

10. This conference requests the
government to extend the pension
schemc to clerical staff serving in recog-
nised educational institutions.

sri P. R. Mahadevan, Secretary, pro-
posed a vote of thanks. The Teachers’
Association, Ramaseshier High School,
Pattamadai, was ¢ at home’ to the dele-
gates.

re———



LETTER BOX

1

SPREAD OF LITERACY AND
PROMOTING READING HABIT.

Sir,
With  a  little imagination and

sympathy, our leaders can make our
country quite prosperous :

‘ First and foremost, literacy must
increase and the reading habit must
8row among the masses ; if Education
and Culture spread largely and rapidly
t}}e people would be in a position tr;
give their best to the country.

.Let me draw an analogy: “ y
Siva offered the reward;bf))f a sf):/(:le(i
mango to His Two Sons: He sai(i that
whoever goes round the world and
refcurns first, can receive the mango
Sri Subramanya began actually to gé
round the world on His peacock ; the
shrewd Sri Vinayaka simply, and vwith
;11 devo?ion, went round ﬁis Divine
alz:ger;ts in the shortest possible time
ane ,w(s)rg%gmg round God, ig going round
oo f’ He was declared to be the
e 2Da;heofmang;)c."’ -Similary, the
makin .
prosperous is to ensure t%e %:;)idcgg?etc:g

of literacy by a quick ; :
reading habit quick increase in the

Our Governmen
But let us see wh
is.

t will not deny this,
at the actual situation

CI(’)I‘he k;e:;)vy postal r
se o ost Offices

ra.ilway freight cheargoor; gr;l(r)lgta):; e
r;_nlway stations beihg ’ far ‘o‘l" f‘the
r\I/"lllages, the high cost of papc; S:l)::
t;: 50?1 t;)ooks, the frequent char;gcs irl\
e ylabuses, — all thege very effec-

¥y prevent the spread of literacy

ates, the complete

The following table will illustrate
very heavy cost of postage that .
a greal preventive to the
books in thig country : /

the
acts as
spread of

. Postage on a book priced 4 annas

and weighing 5 tolas :
Post card ordering for the

book 0 0 9
Bookpost Postuge .0 10
Compulsory Registration .. 0 8 0
Compulsory V. P. Fee 010
V.P. Money order commission 0 2 0

Total .. 012 9

Thus, the price of the book is
4 annas  and postage for it is
Rg‘. 0-12-9. Thus, a book of four annas
will cost the villager Re. 1-0-9 when it
reaches him.

2. On a book priced 8 annas and
weighing 10 tolas, the postage
is Re. 0-13-9.  (So total cost
will be Re. 1-5-9).

3. On a book priced Re., 1 and
yveighing 40 tolas, the postage
is Re. 1-3-9. (So total cost
will be Rs. 2-3-9).

The revenue the Government would
ge_t by way of increased postal rates or
railway freight charges or sales tax ob
books is like a drop in the occan, when
compared with the crores of rupees
being spent on the various projects of
the Sccond Five Year Plan.

In the larger interests of the country
and the future, the Government should
be generous enough to give up this
revenue from books.  This revenue is
msignificant for Government, but large
enough for the village consumers.
I\‘/'lere talking on the platform that lite-
}h.lcy must  spreud and that reading
1abit must grow, will not do ; there is
no magic in these words. Qur leaders

mu'st be practical and show their zeal in
action,

o Indeedy,' 1t s regrettable that when
t_le Hon'ble Minister for Communica-
1ons wants to increase the postal rates,

LETTER BOX 2

he consults none and it is done without
any delay, but when a strong case 18
put before him for a reduction in the
bookpost rates, a Committee has to go
into the question and it will take
months before it can submit its report.

Is this Democracy in working ?

SAY OUR LEADERS :

 THE MASSES MUST BE READERS
AND BE LEARNED ;
BoOKS MUST BE THEIR FEEDERS
To FILL THEIR HEAD.”

SAY OUR MASSES :

“ A BOOK MAY COST FOUR ANNAS
POSTAGE THRICE AS MUCH ;
BETTER WE BUY BANANAS,

AND BOOKS NOT TOUCH. ”

More important 1s that our peopl.e
must realise the value of Time. It is
the most precious gift given us by God
and one is accountable for every

second thereof to its Trustee viz., God.
So, let us not waste Time. TFirst, let
our leaders realise this and cut the
closing of all public utility services, €.8.,
let Post Offices resume work even on
Sundays.

V. KRISHNASWAMI SARMA.

Madras, April 25, 1956.

I

POSTAL RATES FOR
BOOK PACKETS

Sir,

Percentage of literacy in .this poor
country must increase. Reading hakpt
among our people must grow. For this,
there must be a free flow of books, es-
pecially low-priced ones.

2. Let us see what it costs a villager
to get down — from far off towns —
a book by V.P.P. Book-Post. Let us
imagine that the book is priced 4 annas
and see how much extra it costs him

by way of postage:

1. Post-card ordering for the

book ..0 0 9
2. Book-Post postage (ima-

gining the weight of

book to be 5 tolas) 0 1 0

3. Compulsory V. P. fee .. 01 0

4, Compulsory registration 0 8 0

5. V. P. money order com- 6
.02

mission

Total postal charges alone 0 12 9

Note :—So, price of the book
+ V.P. Postage 1s Re. 1-0-9.

3. When the postal rates were in-
creased by our * popular” Govern-
ment, it was done overnight. When re-
presentations were made to them that
the book-post rates are Kkilling the
spread of literacy and all that, for
the past many months, a Committee has
been asked to go into the question !

4. The Deputy Minister told the
Rajya Sabha on 17-12-1956 that the
« Book Rate’” Committee has recom-
mended that “ Books” should be
charged at the rate of 9 pies for the
first five tolas and 3 pies for every
additional 23} tolas and that these re-
commendations are still under the
« consideration’ of the Government.

5. I should point out in this connec-
tion that the rates that the Commit-
tee has recommended are not new ones ;
they were in vogue till all of a sudden
the rates were raised.

6. It should also be pointed out that,
in addition to ordinary book-post rates,
the compulsory rates cited in items 3 to
5 in para 2 above are also preventing,
very effectively, the free flow of books.

7. In short, if really the Government
are in sympathy with the man in the
village who would like to get down
books by post, they must not only re-
duce the ordinary postal rates to a level
lower than the ones recommended by
the “ Book Rate” Committee, but they
should (1) abolish the V. P. fee alto-
gether, (2) charge a nominal fee of
9 as. for registration of the V. P. Book-
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Packel and (3) also rcduce the V. P.
Money Order Commission, at least on
V. P. Book-Packets.

8. Will this Golden Era when lakhs
and lakhs of book-packets will travel
far and wide dawn on this country ?

9. Another tnjustice 1  The benign
Government of India cries from housc-
tops, from ciuncema-houses and through
Newspapers that their exchanges will
be 12 Naye Paise for cvery 2 annas.
But, look at the Special Post Office Act
(Central Act 54 of 1956) — This says
that their inland covers will cost 13
Naye Paise In the place of the present
2 annas ones, for one {tola weight.
Similarly, postcards which cost  us
9 pics will cost & Naye Paise according
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to the above mentioned Act. Thus, even
in the heart of hearts, the Hon’ble
Minister has not got the miention to
show any mercy to the man in the
strecl, to suave very whom to-day, the
Minisivy is said to be functioning.

10. The Lailway Depariment too is
not lacging Lehind @ even el the nre-
sent day, the poor pay 5 annas for a
distance whose fwe in actual caleula-
tion comes to, say 2 annes and 2 pies —
t.e., Re. 0-2-2. For you and me, in
daily life, we must treal Re. 0-2-2 as
2 unnas and one cannot say what will
happen 1o the poor men when they ex-
change the Rs. a. p. into Naye Paise in
repard to Railway Faves.

GOD SAVE US ALL!
V. KRISHNASWAMI SARMA.

OUR BOOKSHELF

Auds and  Tests wm the Tcaching of
English as a second lunguage : by
W. P. P. Somaratne with a foreword by
J. L. Green. (Oxford University Press.
Price (boards) Rs. 2-12-0. Also avail-
able Limp Rs. 2-4-0).

The book lays emphasis on the pait
played by aids and tesis in the Teach-
ing of English as a sccond language. Tt
consists of 28 sub-scelions on aids and
8 on tests. The main emphasis is on
practice.  Most of the aids have been
cprrelated and integrated, as far ag pos-
sible, with class-room lessons. It is a
handy book neatly bound with suitable
illustrations. The printing is on feather
weight paper.

1. Qold07l guide to Social Studies
(Tamil) — Price Rs. 3-12-0.
2. Golden Guide to General Science

(Tamil) — Price Rs. 2-12-0,
3. Lifco’'s Book of Letters (English)
~— Price Re. 1-14-0. '
4. Good English — Price Re, 1-4-0.
5. History of Indian Freedom

(English), 1857 to 1950 —- Price
Re. 1-0-0, -
6 .English Teacher -—- English —

Telugu — Price Rs. 3-0-0.

Of these books Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 3
will be very useful for pupils of
S.5.L.C. classes and are already very
popular amongz the studont population,
No. 6 will be greatly appreciated by
those Telugu swealiing adults who wish
to learn English.

L. The coming of the poct Bana.

2. The miracle of love.

3. The streets of gold.

The Charnamrit,

The defence of Ahmednagar.
The escape from Agra.

(By C. H. G. Moorhouse. Oxiord Uni-
versily Press. Price 8 As. each).

[ RSN

<

These little baoks cach of about 16
pages have been wriitten specially for
school  childrea  ond  ace  iliustrated.
They tell of impertant events in Indian
History likely to be of interest to adole-
seent pupils studying in Forms TV and
V of sccondary schools.

These books are brought out under
tne general title “Sceencs  {rom Indian
History ™ cdited by E. Lucia Turnbull.
Cheapness of the books and smallness
of their size are bound to make such
books very popular.  School libraries as
also general libraries will do well to
stock several copies of each of these
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books so that a large number of readers
may be benefited.
New Plan Supplementary Readers :

Grade I. Book 3. Little stories for
children by Mary Connor. -— Price 6 as.

Grade I Book 2. Faithful Dog and
other stories — by M. K. Ramamurthy.
— Price 8 annas.

Grade IT Book 3. More Tales of Old
by P. R. Subramania Iyer — Price 8 as.

Grade III. Book 1, Two Brothers and
other stories — by M. G. Subbiah —
Price 10 annas.

Grade IV Book 2. Stories of Vikra-
maditya—by Rajambal Govindarajan
and C. S. Venkateswaran. — Price 12 as.

Grade IV Book 3. Dickens Great
Expectations : by Mary Connor —
Price 12 annas.

(Published by Orient Longmans
Private Limited).

Based on the vocabulary of New Plan
Readers T to 1V, these supplementary
readers may be preseribed for non-de-
tailed reading in Forms II to V. The
printing, illustrations and binding Qf
the books are very satisfactory consi-
dering their cheapness in cost.

Training for Teaching in India and
England : by D’Souza and Chatterjee.
(Orient Longmans Private I.td. Price
Rs. 6-8-0. Cloth bound 236 pp., print-
ed on glazed paper)

The book is divided into two sec-
tions, the first dealing with England
and the sccond dealing with India by
the respective authors, Very useful to
all those interested in Education and
in the training of teachers. Libraries
of training institutions will find the
book a very useful addition.

The Life they chese : by E. F. Dodd.
(Macmillan & Co., Litd. Price 15 annas).

The six stories in this book of 92 pp.,
are all told in simple Fnglish within a
limited vocabulary for the benefit of
students of school going age.

Only by actually going through the
book will readers realise how easy and
understandable the language and stvle
are. The stories centre reund six cha-
racters of different vocations and illust-
rate effectively how the early inner

ambitions of young men peisist and de-
velop in later lives inspite of adverse
circumstances. Questions on compre-
hension are given chapter-war at the
end of the book.

Education and Psychology — A re-
search quarterly, Vol. III, No. 4 —
Cuidance Number. (Education and
Psychology, Dethi-6. Price Rs. 3/-).

The present number is devoted
entirely to guidance of pupils in secon-
dary schools and the articles in it con-
tributed by experts in the field relating
to research and practices in the coun-
tries of Soviet Russia, U.S.A., Great
Britain, and India are all interesting
and well worth reading.

Life Pilgrimage : Monthly journal
of the mass education centre, Masuli-
patam. Vol. I, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Editor : K. G. Babu Rao, M.A. BL.;
Annual subscription Re. 1-4-0. Single
copy 2 As.

The contents are both in English and
Telugu. As the Editor himself says,
“ It is a personal paper. Its mission is
to the individual. It has a message to
the reader — the message of Indian
civilization, of poise and serenity,
health and longevity to each man, of
peace and plenty, prosperity and secu-
rity for each land ”.

List of publications received and
thankfully acknowledged : —

1. The Triplicane Hindu High
School Magazine, November ’56 :
(Contains among other contri-
butions, an account of the Mas-
ters’ tour to Rajasthan and Sou-
rashtra with photos, and an
account of the Tecachers’ Camp
at Tirupathi.)

2. Presidential Address of Sri S. S.
Aiyer, Principal, D. S. High
School, Sion, Bombay, at the
Bombay State  Headmasters’
Conference, 23, 24th December
1956.

3. Central Institute of Education ~—
Studies in Education and Psycho-
logy — The Multipurpose school
— Publication No. 15 — by Prof.

A. N. Basu.
C. R.

e ————



way List of textbooks approved for Class Use by the
Madras Text Book Commuttee.

ENGLISH READERS

COOPER’S ENGLI{SH COURSE, BOOK . Adapted and revised
by Rev. D. Thambusami. (Form I)

MARTIN'S REFORM METHOD LITERARY READERS,
BOOK 1I. (Form V)

MARTIN’S NEW STUDY READER 1Il. (Form Il
. NEW STUDY READER LV. (Form [V,
. NEW STUDY READER V. (Form V)

ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

TURNER'S SENIOR COURSE OF ENGLISH. (Forms V & Vi,
WREN’S BEGINNER’S ENGLISH GRAMMAR. (Class V)
FIRST LESSONS IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR. (Class V)

WREN & MARTIN’S FINAL COURSE OF GRAMMAR AND
COMPOSITION. (Forms V & VI)

WREN’S ELEMENTARY GRAMMAR ON MODERN LINES.
(Form III.)

MARTIN'S JUNIOR ENGLISH COURSE. (Form IV)
WREN'S PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH COMPOSITION. (Form IV

WREN & MARTIN'S HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH GRAMMAR
AND COMPOSITION. (Forms IV 1o Vi)

WREN’S HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH GRAMMAR. (Higher Forms.)

SUPPLEMENTARY READERS
(For Non-detailed Study)

BARLOW'S NAGANATHAN AT SCHOOL. (Forms V & VI.)
COCKS'S TALES & LEGENDS OF ANCIENT INDIA. (Form 1V.)

COCKS’S TALES & LEGENDS OF ANCIENT BURMA.
(Forms IV & V.)

(Continued on opposite page)

SUPPLEMENTARY READERS—(Contd.)
(For Non-detailed Study)

CORLEY’S PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. (Forms V & VI.)

FESTING’S PICTURE STORY-BOOK OF INDIAN HISTORY"
(Forms IV & V)

MARTIN’S SPOKEN ENGLISH PRIMER IL.  (Form 1)

“ SPOKEN ENGLISH PRIMER III. (Form II)

" SPOKEN ENGLISH READER I.  (Form IIl)

v SPOKEN ENGLISH READER 1I. (Form IV))

’s SPOKEN ENGLISH READER IlI. (Form V)
ROW & WREN’S WORK, WEALTH AND WAGES. (Forms V & VI)
SMITH’S GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. (Forms V & V1)

" ROBINSON CRUSOE. (Forms V & V1)

TOMLINSON'S LORNA DOONE. (forms V & VI.)
TURNER'’S SIX SHORT PLAYS. (Forms V & VI,

ROW & WREN'’S

WORK, WEALTH AND WAGES

Pages, 103. Second Edition. Price, As. 12.

““The book reads like a story”...... and would make “a very
instructive supplementary Reader in Class X or XI of our High
Schools” obsetves the Education of Pakistan in its
December, 1951.

issue for

EZ" The following are the translations of the above book :—

SHRAM, SAMPATHI AUR MAZDOORI

(HINDI) Price, As. 14.

VALAI, SELVAM, KOOLI

(TAMIL) Price, As. 12,

K. & }. COOPER - PUBLISHERS - BOMBAY, 4
Sole Selling-Agents for South India :—

The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras,
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EDITORIAL

THE
JOURNAL 1N ITS THIRTIETH YEAR

' After completing 29 years of ge
in the cause of education ungd teaéhcr‘
We are now entering on the 30th ye: b"
We pray to the Almighty 1o be plg'c'df.
tg bless us with ever increasing ed
city and resources to pe sen
the community in g
teachers in Particular.

rvice

capa-
of service tq
cneral ang the

THE Councyy, FOR S
R SECONDARY T
AND ITS PROGRAMME FOR 15??—%1\81?01\1
Ed’ﬁléet_AH India Counej] for Se ‘
Barogalonwgsg l_tts fourih meeling at
. , I considereq
oo : ed  sever:
Sec{;?;itax']t Proposals fg) strengthe;imf1
seco) ‘aly education, Apart from tné
teacg;a{r‘npe of Seminarg for Clagg-p o
t ers in teaching of the variouslsool;n
> .u B
$ e_xed and approved
'tmg schools ip the
lence Clybg with g
ng science teaching
.chools and develop-

Condary

e§tablishment of Sc
View to strengthen;j

Science Club the activitjeg of thes
not p S+ These activities g ¢
€ Mmerely of ies shoulqd

scientj OT8anising |
o tlﬁc. ‘topics, but ‘OCtulgs on
POrtunities g, ¢ Ut provide

he stpdonts to take

Iso these activi-

Another ;
er
ouncil jg to“:fortant decision of the
jects in oyp COurage Worthwhile )
dary gcp 1SChQOIs 00 often o

. SCho seeon-
requil‘emen(zss o Shgrossed i Lt)lni
lon, anq fo ?f the exteiny] cmmin’IL
educatiqy l‘g,'et the myjn purp‘ose d;
rigidity of i )&%chers often say thaLt tlU\
it diffieylt | ¢ schoo] Programme py. llL
Ments whi or t em o try out (-nldI\(ES
' s ic . Xperi-

OPinion e,
. dd

Quate learn; a D UL Providing e
. h nd experienceg for the
these handg:. __~ounci] considereq
la't schoolg
Vision and

the ¢g I
C;zdzaiiiclti t? try out such Programme
pould | 'g,vul assistance and encou-
Shim)éul}t anq whereyer necessary they
dord. be ngcn‘ Special facilities for
Ve OpIng into first rate schools whose
brogramnies will pe acceptcd~by the
'plilbhc and whose Certificates  will be
accg‘pted as giving a
aé(iflcln:&tliunts This will be a great
o pae. 1;1tsecgl1da1'y education and
critorl fo?- be (,o‘uncd will evolve the
o for selecting  schools to be
“Aus ed with such freedom. The ex-
Slczictn;o of _tho:sg institutions will be of
| 1y in stimulating new techni-
L‘{UCS and brogrammes for gur sccondary
sghogls. We shall e watching  with
cvu-,xsid‘crablc mterest the efforts of the
Council in building up dynamic sccon-
dary schools, A

true picture of

LANGUAgGES IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

r“l,e Central Advisory Board at its
{nQCLm_g held in January, 1957 took
‘t’ﬁglel;gl%()'rlimt decisions in respeet of
second, g‘ c%ng to be studied at the
Notics ary stag)C, It was brought to the
d wi of the Board which they record-
:’ Wth sreat appreciation that the con-
SENSUs of opinion wag for the compul-
SOty study of three lunguages.  The
ICylmlmna.n of the Board, Maulana Abul
s;il(?j?lnAwd’ 1'}1 his presidential address

leally referved to the need for the
study of three languages in our Sccon-
dary Schools 41 this period and men-
1101%cd that the regional language, the
nationy] language or a modern Indian
language wheie the national language
happens to pe the regional language
and knglish should be studied by all
“].O, PUptls.  The Board also recorded
:Y{tfl f"il'viﬁfz.lctiun that a majority of tl'le
:tdton bad expressed  their view  in
;)‘;“{i:: ?;f,“_m sceonud formula cx./ulv(.?d
To56 Qtn(’l at its earlier mot‘_lmé%'.m
) 20, “?.!‘bour(l has given a divective
e € Dational policy in respect of
s,clm(;‘[tvm{y of I:nmf::x;{vs in :;(:(‘(mdul".v
witl coon these lines and enforee it
"(*J"i:m.:;}ldl modifications as local OF
(,(,};)mt’i()ncgzd.g may require.  In this
that t‘ ‘H. It is o buppy feature to nO_te

“toWe Madras Governmient in its
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finalised proposal for reorganisation of
Secondary Education has also provided
for three languages as compulsory sub-
jects of study in our secondary schools.
We do hope that in the implementation
of this decision importance will be
given to the study of the national lan-
guage as students from Madras should
not be handicapped for a lack of know-
ledge of this language in their after
life, for the trend of events clearly
indicates that sooner or later a national
language has to be adopted in this
country and all evidence points out that
Hindi would be their language. It is,
therefore, necessary that ample facili-
ties should be provided in all our secon-
dary schools for the teaching of Hindi
and that ioo at a fairly high standard
s0 that our pupils may be equipped to
take their place in national life.

It is sometimes argued that the study
of three languages would be a great
strain upon the young pupils of the
secondary schools. In making that
assumption, people take it for granted
that all children of the age group 14 to
17 would be in our secondary schools.
Actually it is only a small percentage
and usually less than 259 of the pupils
who complete the senior basic stage of
education that enter High Schools.
Even though these pupils are not there
by virtue of their special ability, by a
process of natural selection, only those
who are capable are coming to the
secondary schools and as such this
study of three languages cannot be a
strain to them. Also experience of
young people indicate that they are keen
on learning languages and if suitable
methods are adopted the study of these
languages will not be a burden but on
the other hand it will be a great plea-
sure. What we need is a faith in our
young pupil and not a concern about
making their work very easy.

THE MapraS UNIVERSITY CENTENARY

CELEBRATIONS :

The Maodras University celebrated

the Centenary from the 28th of
January to 3ist. His Highness the
Maharaja of Mysore inaugurated.the
celebrations. In his speeci he pgxd a
glowing tribute to the Madras Univer-
sity whose contribution in sprea

the light of learning and wisdom is of
no mean order. During the last hundred
years it has produced great scientists,
politicians, scholars, diplomats, engi-
neers and doctors rendering usetul
services to the country. On the 29th,
at a special convocation, Hony. Degrees
were conferred on eleven distinguished
persons. Sir S. Radhakrishnan in his
address at the Centenary Convocation
called "upon the universities to lay
stress on the students’ study of the
spiritual traditions of the land. On
the 31st Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, our
Prime Minister, laid the foundation
stone of the centenary building. This
function was preceded by a special
convocation at which the Hony. Degree
of Dr. of Laws was conferred on the
Prime Minister. In his stimulating
address the Prime Minister declared
that it was for the university to give
a lead to our thinking and to irrigate
the minds of the people, so that they
might come out and take part in the
adventure of building a new India in
which all were engaged. Sir S. Radha-
krishnan paid a glowing tribute to the
disinterested service and notable con-
tribution rendered by Dr. A. L. Muda-

liar, Vice-Chancellor of the Madras

University, in the field of education,
Dr. Mudaliar has been ably directing
the destinies of our University for over
15 years. By his character, ability,
vision, patriotism and drive he has
contributed not a little to the achieve-
ments of India. The high standard of
efficiency maintained by the University
and the esteem with which it is regard-
ed elsewhere are in no small measure
due to the leadership of Dr. A. L.
Mudaliar. The alumni of the Univer-
sity are proud of their Vice-Chancellor
and the achievements of their univer-
sity which has entered upon its second
century of useful service.

The exhibition in the Engineering
College, Guindy, is a part of the Cep-
tenary Celebrations. The exhibits.are
very instructive and they give an ldga
of the iremendous advance made in
the field of science and technology.
We have no doubt students and ‘te'a-
chers will be amply rewarde.d by v1§1t-
ing this highly educative, interesting,

ding unique exhibition.



S. I. T. U. PUBLICATIONS, LTD.

Raja Annamalaipuram, Madras-28.

(Books approved by the Director of Public Instruction, Madras, for
use in libraries.)

, _\m ’Nf" 165 per cent will be given on orders for 10 copies
Wxt fh\% 0 3 and 25 per cent on items 4 and 5.

lease apply to the Secretary.

- £
¥
o
-
Al
2

Price
Rs. A.
1. Pudumaikanda Periyorgal (radio talks in Tamil
to school children about six scientific
inventors.) ' .. 012
2. Bharat--Nam Nadu (Tamil) : by Sri V. Natarajan.
(A useful book for Social Studies) .. 1 8
3. Perunthozhilin Kathai (radio talks in Tamil to
school children about great industries) .. 012
4. Mudiyayan Virundu (in Tamil containing good
articles on general knowledge) _ .. 3 0
5. Teaching of Mathematics by Sri N. Kuppusami
Iyengar. (Very useful for training schools and
colleges) 10 O

"fo'z gale

One Bell and Howell 16 mm Silent projector
with 110 E lamp ;

*

One Resistance to work the projector 230 V
AC/DC and Silent Films ;

*

Dirty Habits, Basic Education, Mahabalipuram,
National Foundation, Glimpses of Gandhiji, all brand new.

Sale subject to confirmation by the District Educational Officer,
North Arcot District.

Intending purchasers may fix up before-hand with the Headmaster,
Hindu High School, Vaniambadi, North Arcot.

THE S. I. T. U. BUILDING FUND

The following contributions have Sri S. Balakrishna

Joshi,
been received and acknowledged with Headmaster, Hindu Theo-
chanks logical High School,
: Rs. A, . Mt?l@l‘z;s N 251 0
- | brought rimathi Saraswathi Sriniva-
Pxfewousrd tota ! g” 1932 13 san, Vice-President, the
orwa ’ i S.I.T.U., Madras .. 10 ¢
The Secretary, Teacgel‘s H{*: Sri V. S. Rathnasabhapathy,
sociation, Boar 18 Gandhinagar, Adyar,
School, Negamam, Coim- 05 0 Madras 2 0
batore "’ Sri E. A. Ramachandra Iyer,
The Headmaster, K.S. Boys Manager, S.I.T.U. Protec-
High School, Srivaikun- tion Fund, Madras 10 0
tam, Tirunelveli .. 750 5 . .
, Sri 8. Balakrishna Joshi (to
The Secretary, Teachers’ As- wards puja in connection
sociation, Sarvajana High with the Laying of the
School, Peelamedu, Foundation for the build- -
Coimbatore . 20 0 ing) 5 0y
The Secretary, Teachers’ . ———
Association, A.G. Jain Total 1,640: 9 -
High School, Madras .. 9 12

—_——
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THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION,
ro MADRAS-28.
/‘/
b, 5. Appeal for Golden Jubilee Building T'und
a g
L
We wish to remind our brother and sister tcachers that the
Golden Jubilee of the South India Teachers” Union is to be celebrated
in 1958. The Executive Board of the S. . T. U. resolved to put up
a building which will stand as a symbol of its great traditions, high
reputation aud disinterested service to teachers. The estimated cost of
the building is Rs. 40,000.

The foundation of thc new building was laid on 10th Fcbruary,
1957. We have, for the praseat, fakea upy the construction of the
ground floor with a verandah costing about Rs. 15,000.

The money so far reccived from teachers and affiliated Teachers’
Associations is small but we have ventured on the construction having
faith in the loyalty of the members. The completion of the construction
awaits your gencrous and prompt response.

“The building has to be completed by the end of May 1957.

We fervently appeal to all Teachers, Tcachers' Associations,
Educationists and those interested in the work of the Union to contri-
bute quickly and generously to the Building Fund.

All remittances may be made to the Sceretary, the South India

Teachers’” Union, Raja Annamalaipuram, Muadras-28. Cheques may
be drawn in favour of the South India Teachers” Union.

C. RANGANATHA
AIYENGAR,

Convener,

S.L.T.U. Building Commitice.

T. P, SRINIVASAVARADAN,

President.

V. ARUNAJATALI,
Secretary.
lith Feb. 1957.

et 2 S 2 o D PN
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