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Editorial.

This number of The Presidencian is coming out in the vear:in which
the Madras University, to which Presidency College stands in a unique
and very special relation, has celebrated one hundred years of devoted
and distinguished service to the cause of education in India in general,
and more especially in South India. It is only fitting and proper that
we of Presidency College offer to the University our most cordial and
dutiful” felicitations. A hundred years may not secm a very long period
in the story of the education and enlightenment of mankind, but it is a
long and most significant epoch in the modern renaissance of India.  And
Presidency College, we may clzi’fj:r:i?\;‘i?ll.pr-%and affection, has played
a notable past in forwarding the academit®aimns of the University. We are
more than a hundred yeafs old, in respect of, Achjcvement. And we now
march forward, with thé ‘Uk{iversity, to the %)gpletion of the second
century. ' 2
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Art and _Moraiity.

The story is told of a well-to-do gentleman who wanted to have his portrait painted
and was looking ont for a suitable artist. He had heard much of one particular
person, but wanting to make sure, enquired of a friend who was a connoisseur whether
So-and-So was a good artist. “Why, of course”, replied the connoisseur friend, ‘‘he i
good, otherwise do you think his mother would be living with him?” The friend evi-
dently thought that the gentleman was asking him about the artist’s moral reputation
and was able to give him, in this case, on the basis of strong supporting evidence, a clean
bill. Now if this story illustrates anything, it illustrates the wide-spread feeling gene-
rally held that people who have devoted themselves to the pursuit of art have no time to
spend on questions of morality and generally live dissolute lives in Bohemian surround-
ings. This article; however, ja not -concerned so much with whether artists are
loose-living people or not, as with the more fundamental question of the essential
relations between art and morality as two of the many pursuits of the human spirit.

The inquiry would depend naturally on what we understand by the terms ‘art’
and ‘morality’. Definitions of ‘art’ are profuse. Beginning with the simple state-
ment that art is an activity of man, they range through wide fields, grow more and more
complex and end up in highly psychological theories such as the one which says that
art is only a manifestation in beautiful modes of the libido. We may, however, begin
with the fact that art is a creative activity of man together with the assumption that it is
an activity dedicated to the concept of beauty. This leads one to ask what ¢beauty’ is.
That is not a question easily answered. But the fact will be granted that the concept of
beauty is something common and that everyene knows what it means even though it
may not be possible for him or her to explain it.

Philosophers contemplating the nature of man and his activities generally admit
three categories in man’s life: the life of thinking, the life of action and the life of feel-
ing. Placing goals at the head of each of these categories they look on man as achieving
knowledge through thinking, aiming at good conduct in action, and perceiving beauty
through his feelings, that is, emotionally. One may properly be diffident about deciding
whether the beauty of a rose consists in its separate petals or in the petals combined, in
the shape of the whole, or in the particular length of the specific waves of light, waves
reflected from it, disturbing the ether and making that impact on the sensitive retina as
impel the rods and cones to send an electrical impulse through the optic nerve to the
brain cells, where the impulse is interpreted as the colour ‘rose’. But no one is ever in
doubt about the fact that the sight or mention or smell of a rose affects our emotions
profoundly. It is that which explains the peculiar charm of lines like

«My love is like a red, red rose"’
or
O Rose, thou art sick’.

Admitting that beauty has an emotional value, the pursuit of Dbeauty is an emotional
activity. That is, art is itself an emotional activity. In this sense, it stands at the
head of the philosophical category of the emotional in man and therefore on the same
level a8 religion at the head of the category of conduct and truth at the head of the cate-
gory of contemplation.

Such a philosophical concept of art makes it at once so refined, noble and
gsacrosanct, that it might give rise to reasonable astonishment that such an activity can be
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condemned at all.  But we must remember that art is not just the abstract concept. It
manifests itself in perceptible forms as music, poetry, painting, sculpture and so on. All
these forms of art, despite having distinct artistic media, share the common quality of
having their basis in the imagination. A certain amount of what is termed ‘inspiration’
is also admitted to come into play in all artistic processes and achievements. But above
all, what is vital in connection with our consideration of the inter-relations of art and
morality, is the fact that all artistic activity appeals mainly to the emotional faculty in
man. The better the perfection of a work of art, understandably enough, the deeper aqd
greater is its effect on those to whom it appeals. Now, what this effect precisely is
depends on a number of factors. In most cases, however, works of art begin by pleasing.
It is normal for human beings to feel happier in contemplating beauty than ugliness or
even a neutral quality that is neither pretty nor loathsome. Beauty being the ideu.l of
art, the better the work of art the nearer it approximates to the perfection of 1deql
beauty, and the greater the beauty of the work of art the.more it affords pleasure. Tl}ls
fact makes art directly liable to censure in the name of a certain kind of morality
though it must be admitted that a morality that has only a negative approach, that of
forbidding pleasure, can only be of an extremely narrow type. Morality of this type
views all pleasure as in itself immoral and consequently, art, which affords pleasure, 18
regarded as something to be distrusted and avoided. Obviously this objection is one that
can be eagily met. For art is not the only activity of man that is connected with
pleasure. Religion too promises its votaries raptures of its own kind, claiming in fact,
that they far excel in inlensity any pleasures the illusory material world can ever offer.
In a simpler and commoner plane of approach too, it is well-known that any attempt suc-
cessfully completed brings its own reward of happiness and pleasure that derive from the
consciousness of a difficulty overcome. The thesis that art is haneful because it has to
do with pleasure automatically invalidates itself as a plea for the abolition of art because
art is not the only activity that can be so charged.

) However, other objectors to art, claiming tosubscribe to wider and less thorough-
goingly puritanic moral conceptions, base their stand on the idea that art, because it
makes a powerful appeal to man’s heart and has a big hold on his imagination, may
well be used to sway him to base thoughts and deeds. This, again, is a charge that can
be easily countered. Granting that art commends itself so strongly to men that it
succeeds better than intellectnal persuasion, that need not by any means be a detrac?mg
quality in art. If there is a real danger that art may be misused or abused, ‘the right
thing to do is to guard against the wrong and harmful use and make the best of the good
that can come from its right uge. On the other hand, advocating the complete suppression
of art, because it could be abused, is (apart from the fact that it would be clearly impossi-
ble to do such a thing) not less unreasonable than the procedure of cutting one’s nose to
spite one'’s face. Nothing shows how indispensable art has become in the life of man,
than the vastuess of the disastrous consequence that would result from ill-conceived
measures for a forcible suppression of the artistic impulse.

The detractors of art either denounce it because of its nature or on account of the
ovil effects it may give rise to and either way, their charges, a8 we have seen, can be
casily refuted. It would be right, however, to ask to examine the credentinls of these
critics of art. Whence their authority, and on what hasis do they claim to set
themselves up as a panel of judges covstituted to examine art? Art has been
denounced wholly on moral grounds. The douht naturally avises, therefore, apart
from the truth and merits of the charges themselves, whether such charges can at all be
prought forward. The moralists scem to have stepped over the bounds of their proper
jm.isdiction in presuming to pronounce on aesthetic matters. This view. depends, of
cour®e, on the range that one allows to morality. In a very limited, narrow,
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gimple and immediately practical manner of approach, morality may be nothing
more than a code of social ethies. If it be little more than that it necds no extraordinary
exercise of the imagination to see that, like other social habits, such a morality must
be itself subject to vicissitudes from time to time in the same society, and often to radical
changes that make the morality of one society living apart from another and in different
gurroundings, quite unacceptable and even totally reprehensible to the other. In this
case, however, it i3 only fair that we take a correspondingly small-scale view of art also
and do not attempt to deny that differences between society and society must be reflected
in the art flourishing in this society and the one thriving in the other. 1If the relation
between art and morality be examined at this lower level, one cannot but accept that in
so far as every society cherishes certain ideals and values, any art that tends to under-
mine fundamental institutions and accepted notions must be and is bound to be checked
by those in charge of morality. The issues in this question are rather involved. The
moralists would be well within their rights in taking steps to restrain art that tends to
gubvert moral values. It may at once be asked if art cannot exist apart from moral
values, whether it may not confine itself to a sphere that suffers no commeon territory
whatever with the moral sphere. In practice this i3 well-nigh impossible. Art has for
its material, life. In depicting this life there must always be a view-point, a view-point
that may be implicitly, beautifully and artistieally conveyed in good works of art, or
explicitly, blatantly and inartistically advertised in the bad works of art. There being a
view-point, then one of two things arises. Either the view-point i8 inaccord with the ethical
scheme obtaining or it is not. In the one case it earns the commendation of the moralists
and in the other it has moral disapproval and scorn heaped on its head. Now again, an
objection immediately suggests itsclf. Is it not possible to evaluate the work of art ag a
work of art alone, quiie apart from whether the view-point warms our heart or chills our
blood? The thing must be possible, people feel. In a war, while secthing with fury
that the enemy had stolen an opportunity to homb out of existence a whole garrison, and
denouncing the act as inhuman, an impartial general will always concede that the very
game inhuman act, from the military and tactical point of view was a stroke of genius,
an example of masterly tactics. Cannot one have similarly an independent standard by
which to judge works of art without doing violence to one’s moral conscience? A
standard which will enable one to say, for instance with regard to a motion picture, that
while one is pretty sure that it must incite people to arson, loot and plunder, considered
strictly from the point of view of art, it has may the good points and must rank as one of
the master-pieces of motion-picture art. The instance ,cited may appear only
half-serious, but that is not to say that men have felt the need for such an independent
gtandard only half-heartedly, which would be far from the truth. The need has been
felt so strougly aad so urgently that to fulfil it there arose an idea and a school of aesthetic
criticism based on that idea. This school has for its guiding light the doctrine that art
exists for its own sake. It does not exist for morality’s sake, is not beholden to it in
any way, and consequently it would be an unwarranted intrusion and an intolerable
impertinence on the part of morality to meddle in the affairs of another, a neighbour
may be, but a resentful, self-righteous neighbour who will not tolerate criticism given
as and when others please to give it.

Even if it is right, as it is, that the moralists over-ready to pronounce julgment
on art be restrained and made to stop within proper limits, the mode of setting up an Art
for Art’s sake school doesnot appear to be the proper method of setting about the matter.
For the doctrine of “ART FOR ART'S SAKE ** is an inhereutly inconsistent and plainly
unrealistic and impratical one. The artist, as much as any other man, is a child of hix
gociety and his times, if not more so. Whether he would or no, society is hound to leave
the marks of its influence upon him, just as he, it he is powerful enough, iy hound to
leave traces of his influence, in the shape of ever so slight modifications, on society.
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Again the artist, even if it is an irresistible and irrepressible urge from within that
prompts him to engage in creative artistic artivity, always has a communication of his
thoughts, feelings and experiences to others than himself as part of his artistic purpose.
There is in fact no need to fear the Ivory Tower attitude as among the dangers to which
art might lure one as, the real artist with a consciousness of his responsibility and abi-
lity, is not ever likely to shut himself up and get lost. It is only the cranks who do it
and in nine such cases out of ten; there are reasons other and more fatal than the blan-
dishments of the Muse, that induce a man to wed solitude and eling to it. Often
enough too; the tenth man may actually be a frustrated artist putling on a pose, trusting
in an inverted from of exhibitionism, to draw that attention to himself which he has
failed otherwise 0 secure. Since then art is an activity taking its rise in, dealing with
and wholly depending for its existence upon life, the art for art‘s sake theory, for all its
wide popularity, is an absurd idea: Yet it would be fruitful to understand the circum-
stances that gave rise to the idea at all. The doctrine arose chiefly as the expression of
a protest againgt the art for morality‘s sake thesis which had Dbeen the prevalent notion
for centuries. The Art for Art's sake doctrine was a bombastic war-cry, with only a
single, tiny grain of truth hidden away in a mass of stuffing. This truth was that there
was the genuinely-felt need for an aesthetic standard. It seems possible to argue that
the setting up of such an independent scale of valuation is a welcome thing. The basic
criticism would of course be based on the criterion of beauty, a criterion suitably to be
modified and applied as the different branches of art may require. Attempts .have been
made by recent writers on aesthetic matters to suggest indeed that the ae?sthe'tvxc standard
can be applied outside its field, that is, even to matters that are not primarily aesthfa-
tical. Thus, for instance, one may speak of moral beauty. However, uuless oune is
precisely certain of what one means by ‘beauty in this context (often little more is meant
than the quality vaguely termed ‘good’),, one cannot at all be sure that this proves any-
thing. The aesthetic standard, though, would be valid and rightly applicable in the
aesthetic field, and may boe looked up to in cases where it is felt that the morality in the
matter is not of importance. One is justified in noting however that while theoreti-
cally art and morality may be considered apart, from the practical point of view they
must be felt always to be exceedingly close, overlapping and in any cage, constantly in-
teracting, even if they are not actually inseparable.

In the ultimate analysis, art and morvality both spring from life and neither can
he considered apart of life: The special nature of both of these activities makes it very
difficult to consider them separately from each other. In real life they always go close
together, thus giving rise to such questions as whether bad art results from bad morals,
or vice versa. The answer can only be that hoth the processes are equally possible.
They are like the reversible reactions one comes across in Chemistry. Despite art
and morality being clagssed as concomitants and elements interacting with each other,
there is the fact that of the two, morality in men’s minds appears superior among the two
and is therefore entitled to the first consideration. The growth of this attitude need not
seem puzzling or mysterious. It is quite understandable. To begin with, morality was
a social concern, while art began as an individual pursuit. Thus, morality, taking prece-
dence in society and having behind it the whole machinery of social justice as an expres-
sion of the social will to enforce it, gradually developed an aura of dignity about it which
art took long to acquire for itself. It was not so very long ago that self-respecting fami-
lies considered themselves socially ruined and deprived of all dignity and prestige if &
son joined a dramatic troupe. , It is only lately that art has been comiug into its own,
with the recoguition that it is also a noble act of the gpirit and certainly not something to
he ashamed of. It is because of the fact of art having held an inferior position in the
past that it was considered its best justification if it could serve tolerably well as a hand-
maiden to morality. With the growing sense of the importance and value of art as art,
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been so much reversed that art which smells ever so faintly of a
galesman or a propagaudist is considered to have forfgite(} its tltlg properly to bekc'aued
art. The artistic conscience of today 18 an extraordl_narxly sensitive and ;thin-skinned
thing. It bids fair to exceed in the delicateness qf its constitution the greatest record
which the moral conscience had in the set up in the past when morality ruled the

roost.

today the poeition has

In this matter again, thus, as in all the other affairs of huma‘n history, one may
perceive the oscillatory movement that can he 1'e1.)1'esented by the image of .lhe pendu-
lum swinging. Morality, from a position of upass:aﬂable strength‘ hag had to yxol.d ground
before art and the growing tide of its increasing 1mp01'tallce._ Thet wo for a time were
on an equal footing. Then art geemed to gain a lltf’le more in strength, an.d already one
gees evidences of this movement in the ¢«advanced countrlgs where 'art is ‘WOI‘Shlpped
as a fetish and the artist as a God, and morality has showr_l gigns of. being pltlably.fnrced
to the wall in the rush, bustle and clatter of social adulation and literary tea-parties and
One Man Art Exhibitions. Perhaps an even greater degree of decadence must be suff‘e-
red before morality, recovering from a stupor as it were, will stagger on to its feet again
and matching itself against its drunken, reeling and complacent adversary, floor art and
assume its erstwhile dominance again. And yet that )VO}Ild by no means be the end of
the story. For the pendulum will keep swinging, swinging and‘ swinging, !ong before it
comes to rest in the state of equilibrium. And as even that point of equilibrium would
be equidistant from the extremes touched by the swinging bob in its 0§0111at1?nS, 80 does
the solution lie in the matter of this dispute between art and m.oruht.y. The truth is
midway between the extremes ; art and morality, both .in moderatlon,_ luter-relaFed and
well-blended, with neither in excess-that is the recipe for a cor@ml, a cordial that
would do good to life and hmnanity, neither gqing‘ to the head for having too much of Fhe
intoxicating element, nor depressing the constitution unduly and dangerously for having

too little of it.

V. RAMAMURTI,
— Hons. Eng. Litt.

Cats and their Ways.

« 8o in our peace our task we play,
Pangur Ban, my eat, and 1 ;
In our arts we find our bliss,
I have mine and he has his.”

This stanza, one of four or five others, was found in the. note-book of a scholar
of the sixth century. It expresses very well the secret of the fascmat‘i.on that the cat as a
companion exerciges over any one who has bothered to understand it. Dogs have had
more than justice done to them-flaming eglogles have been and are being and )vx_ll be con
stantly written about their loyalty, their loveableness, and above all, their immense
guitability as companions. 1 am not denying that all this, ‘and more, is true. But, to
my mind, an ideal companion is one who knows whgu to le%ve you alope-and it i8 preci-
sely this master art of leaving alone, and expecting, in return to be left alone, that a cat
instinctively has, A dog is a good companion, but, it insists on being one all the time. Let
your attention wander for a second when he happens to be in an affectionate mood, and
you are confronted with a pair of round reproachful eyes, mouth drooping sadness, and
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thumping tail most expressively still, and at an angle speaking volumes for his hurt soul
You kick yourself-and hwmnan beings, at least one section of them, don’t like kicking
themselves, too often. The cat, independeant, sel{-sufficient, emotionally so astonishingly
well-balanced, is never demanding and possessive in its affection-and a dog often is. This
is not to say that cats are not affectionate - that is a myth among several othars about
cats, which cat-lovers can casily discredit. Beneath an apparently cold and distant exterior
very little bencath it, is a tremblingly affoctionate nature subtle-and delicate and respon-
ding most sensitively to love and affection.  There s nothing more soothing Lo a distur-
bed mind than the delicate sympathy of a cat, stretching soft paws, purring; arching
and rabbing itself against you - a dog cries all over you and sympathizes loudly and
noisily and clamorously; but a cat quietly lets you know that its affection is there when-
ever you want it.

Grace and absolute poise rarely or never desert them. Cats never make a mess of
things just as they never get into an vmotional mess. [ have watched a cat devaching a
tail off an unfortunate lizardwith a dexterity that would have shamed a zoologist, and got
go fascinated in the process that I forgot to suve the wretched creature. Lizards® tail, are
considered a spocial delicacy in feline circles, with the result that the lizards in our house
are all cither (ailless or possess tails in varvious stages of growth. Now and then you sce
a hnge paw stop a lizard in ity scurrying progress across the wall while the reptile calmly
submits to the amputation; the younger ones, of course, protesting loudly in their inex-
perience. 'The process is not painful, 1 have concluled, hocause the Almighty seems to
have provided lizards and squirrels  with easily detachable, and renewable tails. There
is a streak of cruclty in every cat,and even the most domnesticated among them will ocea-
gionally indulge in hunting expo litions in the guwden.  Buat I reconcilo myself to it by
thinking of the civilized human beings who kill tigers, lions, deer and birds with much
less justification - not to speak of those who cut up gheep and fowl for their daily
dinner,

Every cat, high-breed, low-breed, mixed breed, is an individual. By the way,
breed scems to matter less in the case of cats. Even the tho most miderable ¢ stray’
blossoms out into a personality that goes towards establishing a democratic and classless
society that is most definitely not found among dogs. T have seen an Alsatian (@ magni-
ficent creature, I admit) look my dog up and down till the poor creature, all its cocki-
ness taken out of it, visibly withered under the palpable scorn. Dogs are much more
easily clagsifinhle into types-cats can never be submitted to the process. Ivery cat ig o
character. They have strongly marked individualities aud characteristics which develop
and mature into complete personalitiecs—they even have their fads and eccentricites.
One likes its milk a little warm, another likes a pinch of sugar in it, one has a tagte
for ‘appalams,’ another insists on its daily spoonful of curd’s and rice occasionally varied
with a mixture of greens. Particular corners in the house or haunts in the garden,
particular chairs and particular portions of the parapet-they are as finicky about these
things as human beings. They have different exits and entrances, which are evidently
timed to the minute, and arranged so that there are no ‘accidents’-bhut occasionally an
unfortunate Tom crosses his enemy’s path and thero ig an uproar which brings terrified
humans rushing to the spot; and the proverbial fur is let fly in all directions-after which
thecats themsclves march in completely unruffled, leaving usbundles of shattered nerves
envying their cool heads.

It is a curious fact that poets have always got on well with this mysterious race
and poets are traditionally difficult people to live with. An anthology complied by Mona
Gooden recently showed that Wordsworth, Keats, Gray, Christopher Smart, and a host
of others have observed them and put them into their poetry. Even the redoubtable

.
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1. §. Eliot, brooding profoundly on the problems of the modern world-the Eliot of
‘Prufrock’, ‘Gerontion’ and ‘The Wasteland’ has thought it worth while to take time off
to consider cats. I am convinced that had not youth and vitality, and the tremendous
enthusiasm and excitability of a people in its immaturity prevented Elizabethan England
from making cats a part of their lives, Shakespeare would have poetized them-found the
imagery for his more abstract and philosophic conceptions in the ways and habits of the
feline race.

Lastly, cats are worth keeping if only for purely aesthetic reasons. A dog may
be handsome and streamlined, but for prettiness pure and simple a cat, any cat, is un-
cqualled.  *She’s as pretty as a kitten” is something you hear very often. It is high
praise for one who knows cats and their ways and one which he or she will hesitate to
give. For pretiiness that does n’t pall, which is never the same, but different every
moment in attitude and pose and expression-there are few things to equal a cat. A cat
as it sits basking in the sun, dviuking it in through the tip of every hair in his clean,
sleek coat, nose and mouth of the most delicate, tenuous pink-pink that looks too good
to last—eyes squinting, scintillating, vibrating with depth on depth of light and colour-
I have secn very few things prettier than that.  There is no.hing static about the heauty
of a cat. The impression, it creates is one of alertuess aud poise, poise that is ever-ready
to change into new and surprising attitudes. And after all, the supreme test of beauty is
precisely (his—that it is always surprising that however long you have lived with it, it
gtill makes you exclaim *How wonderful !’

/ pP. V. ANNAPURNALAKSHMI,
V' (Hons.) English.

Chee ves

No sooner had my eyes opened than Cheeves ﬂont.ed in with the morning coffee.
I sat up on my bed and looking towards the time-piece found that there was harely time
cnough to take my bath, cram some breakfast and rash o the office. I took the cup
from Cheeves” hands aud had just taken one hurried gulp when my memory flashed
hack to the somewhat unpleasint interview lust night with my mother.  All the taste
vanished away from the cotfee and T put down the cup with a groan of disgust (not to say

of despair.)
w Cheeves {7 Tsaid,

v Sir, Cheeves responded ina rather sullen tone, '1‘1‘]9 mnemory of the aforesaid
interview was so keen that T had almost forgotien the misunderstanding hetween me and
Cheoves.  In fact, it was the sullen tone of + Yes' which retminded me of the matter,
Onee again. T uttered o sigh of disgust.

It had started when Gopal made me a present of five-hundred Micropoles (those
ones, you know !) on my birthday. I had immediately left off my Berkeleys and taken
to the Micropoles with great zest. [ mean, what can a chap do 7 You can’t just waste

five hundred of the costlicst cigarcttes, or nge “them for any other purpose than
smoking ? Can you ?

But I do not know what the marter had been with Cheeves. On the very day—
I mean my birthday—the guy had entered my room, sniff‘ed 1011(,ll‘y and looked around
the room Lﬂn'ilesly. I had almost expectel him to ery ¢ tie, foh fumn’ and hegin eating
me alive, But instead, he had just asked me complacently :
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¢ Do you by any chauce smoke one of these perfumed cigarettes, Sir #**

« What if, Cheeves? I had asked most nonchalantly, judging from his tone
that he did not like those cigarettes.  Well, what T want to make clear is that 1 belong
to a kind, generous and forgiving family but when il comes to a point of honour and
dignity there are no better sticklers than we. If that blighter did not like Micropoles,
it was his business. I would be the last bloke to throw away five hundred of the
best cigarettes just hecause an insignificant blighter took it into his head to dislike them.
However, I had not said any of ihese things to Cheeves for the sake of courtesy., From
that day onwards, Cheeves had turned sullen.

But now suddenly another problem  had reared its ugly head 5 and I found no
option but to put it before the superior intelligence of Checeves.

“ Cheeves said I again, now in a crooning voice.
« Sir”’, he responded in a milder tone, obviously in a melting mood.
¢ Did you hear what Mummy said last night at supper Cheoves ¢

« T did hear something of what Mrs. Vardarajan was cxplaining to you, Sir”
answered Cheeves.

« Explaining ¥ Cheeves !! She was actually oun the point of hurling her plate at
ine, Cheeves, and you call it ¢ explaining’, 1! 7 I ¢jaculated.

« Well, Sir......"" began Cheeves.

« Well Cheeves” 1 interrupted *+1 made it plain to her that T  was
not going to marry that Miss Bhama Rangaswany.  But Mwnmy says that she will be
bringing a bungalow and a car as  dowry and that 1 should be grateful to her
considering that T wis——, did you hear what she said about me Cheeves 27

« Yes, Sir, I did hear some remarks which Mrs. Vardarajan made concerning
you, about your being a mere clerk earning just two hundred rupees which was
insufficient even for your clothes and about your going off a bhegging in the middle of
the month to your father and........."”

« That is enough, Cheeves™ [ cut in ** you seem to possess extraordinarily keon
eary "

¢ Yes, Sir" said Cheeves evidently taking it as a compliment, and she also said
that Miss Basanthi was a beautiful girl......”

« Cheeves,” 1 cried, starting up from the bed. + Did [ hear you correctly
Cheeves ? Did you call Basanthi a girl, Cheeves 7"

« T did, Sir,” said Cheeves.

« My God, Cheeves, she a girl ! She” is a monster, Cheeves, » monster, an
ogress, Cheeves !’ I cried.
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Well, I may be a chivalrous, courteous and a polite chap ; but when it comes to
a matter of life and death, I believe in calling a spade a spade or whateyer a spade is
called.

« She might be all that vou say, Sir, but your mother says she is a beautiful girl
and that you wmust marry—-——""Cheeves answered with exasperating calm. But it
may be excused, since it was I and not Cheeves that was going to marry.

= But Cheeves,” 1 protested. ** do  you niean to tell me that I will have to
marry that eolossus which looks like & huge building on the verge of toppling down 7’
I asked.

o [ don't know, Sir,” Cheeves said and continued, ¢ By the way, Sir, as I was
ascending the staivs, Mrs. Vardarajan required me to inform you that Mr. Rangaswamy
oxpects you for tea this evening at his residence.”

I gasped. This wax a virtual bombshell | Mr. Rangaswamy and no less a person
than Mr. Rangaswamy, the father of Basunihi was——my mind gave way! T was dead sure
that that bloke wanted to interview me s his prospective son-in-law ! But I had no
wish to marry his daughter.  In fact, as [ have just mentioned, T had a positive aversion
to her. .And this aversion was mostly due to her physical apperance. She must have
weighed not less than thirteen or fourteen stone with a height approaching six feot,
Despito all the powder and rouge on her face, she looked as if she had just emerged
from a coal-mine. - Bul her father was a rich man and that made all the difference.

o Cheeves 1" 1 said, at last gaining my composure ¢ I can’t go there, Cheeves.
It is impossible.”

1"

« But your mother, Siry.....ooiiin

« T will rather risk her anger, Cheeves, thun meet thai——that——you know
what I mean, Cheeves.’,

I returned fromn the office that day at 10 p.m. having prepared an excuse of extra
work at the office to offer my mother. But nothing happened.

Early next morning—it was a Sunday—Checves floated in with two letters on the
galver ; one from a friend and the other from Mr. Rangaswamy.

Without opening the Jetter, I looked at Cheeves and asked ¢

«« What happened yesterday, Cheeves 14
« Well, Sir, your mother waited for you until 3-30 p.n. and seeing that you
4o v A v . r q Ty
didu’t turn up, she sent me to Mr. Rangaswainy to present your excuses.

« Did you go, Cheeves™ I asked.

« Yes, sir, I went. As soon as Mr. Rangaswamy observed me, he enquired who I
was. [ told him that I was Cheeves.
*)

~
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¢ Cheeves” he said, ¢ What do you mean? Cheeves ? What Cheeves ?"’
Not very well comprehending his interrogations, I informed him, Sir, that I was
Mr. Rajan’s valet. « Rajan ?’ he asked, as if puzzled ’oh, you mean Mr. Rajan.
What'’s the matter with him ?’

¢« He is slightly indisposed, Sir,’ I said.
¢ Indisposed ! What’s the matter 2’ he asked me.

¢ He is running a slight temperature, Sir, but nothing sarious’ I auswered as if to
reagsure him. ¢ So he is running a temperature *. ¢ Did he consult a doctor?’ he asked me,

¢ No, Sir,” I informed him ¢ But this is usual with him. For the past six months,
he has been having this complaint, occasionally accompanied by slight coughing. On
one occasion, he spat some blood also Sir.  But the doctor has reassured him that it was
nothing serious.” On hearing that his prospective son-in-law was suffering from
pulmonary congwmmption, I was sure, Sir, that Mr. Rangaswamy would hreak off the
engagement. But instead he said ¢ Yes, it might be nothing serious. After the
marriage, T intend sending him to England where he might  consult competent doctors.”

* Cheoves,” I groaned ¢ that bloke has sworn to kill me. He won't leave me,
Cheeves. I am sure of it".

“However, Sir,” continued Cheeves, ¢ he asked me whether you did not go out
for walks to the pictures for a diversion. ¢ Yes, Sir,” I told him ¢ Mr. Rajan usually
goes to his club. He plays cards there, Sir.”s Cards ?’ exclaimed Mr. Rangaswamy ¢ I
hope he doesnt gamble.” ¢ But, Sir’ I told him *there is no interest in cards
without stakes. At least that is what Mr. Rajun said when he logt six bundred
rupees the other day and had to give I 0. U's. for that wmount.  This, Sir, T was
sure would knock him out. But no. He smiled a sorrowful smile aud said in a toue
of deep concern ’

« Well, well, he'll leave all that when he is nyueried.  Marriago is a0 responsible
thing. What—-—er——Thieves ?

* My name is Cheeves, sir,” T informed him with diguity.

¢ Gambling is a bad thiug’ continued Mr. Rangaswainy ¢ but I cannot think of any
man fool enough to lose six hundred rupees.’

¢ But he doesn’t do it everyday sir,” I put in, seeing a chanco for another try.
¢« He drinks heavily before going to play, sir.’

This visibly staggered Mr, Rangaswamy. He turned quite pale and spluttered:

*What ! He drinks ! Mr. Rajan drinks ! But his father told me that he wasa
nice boy ?° '

* Yes, Sir, ' I continued, and to give him the eoup de grace + T said’ He i8 o nice hoy
except. that sometimes he drinks too much, Only the other night, T had to bring him
home from the police station he was kept in remand for having teased while drunk a
passing girl on the road,
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* That finished him, Sir. He swayed in a precarious way and before I could go to
his support, he collapsed in the easy chair with a shout of « Water I’ Then ag a parting
ghot, I requested him not to inform you, that I had told him all this about you.! Then
I took my leave of him. I hope, Sir, that this letter hag something to do with it.”

Cheeve’s reminding me of the letter brought my attention back to the letter
on the salver. I opened it with mingled feelings of hope and apprehension,
Mr. Rangaswamy informed me that owing to certain private reasous which he was unable
to communicate, he regretted that mny engagement with his daughter was cancelled.

* Praise be to God, Cheeves,” I exclaimed and would probably have hugged
Cheeves but for that man’s look of austere dignity. However, I felt that I should
reward this chap who had rendered such invaluable service to me. After all what does
Mircopoles or any other thing matter so far as you dont’s have to marry antiquated black
buildings. So, I said :

* Ahem, Cheeves | about those Micropoles 1 feel..............."
* I have already despatched them to my father-in-law as a present from you, Sir.’

MOOSA RAZA,
IV. B. A. (Hons.) Eng, Litt,

The Physics and Chemistry of the Little Flying Creatures

The manifold phenomena of the world exhibited in the various branches of
nature make mankind look at them with awe and wonder. The various scientific
devices and modern inventions arrived at by continuous systematic stuly are themselves
geen to be incorporated in nature thonsands and thousands of years prior to those
discoveries,

For example, man was first moved to have his own flying device when he saw
the birds. Even so, though man by his efforts for centuries has found out the
mechanism of radar or (he device of detecting distant objects without the use of light,
nature has got its own radar in the bat, the little creature which finds its prey and way
by the simple mechanism of echo-sounding using ultrasonic waves, which we shall
consider in detail. Moreover, scientists by their ceaseless toil and intellect have found
out a chemical process that can produce light. But the wonderful awe-inspiring prodnection
of light at a regular, well-defined, short intervals of time by the glow-worm or
fire-fly has baffledmankind for several years.

THE PHYSICS OF THE BATS.

The whole infallible system of bats that locates the objects that ave heavy such as
lamp posts, fences, tree branches etc., works on the simple mechanism of the reflection
of sound waves or echoes. God only knows which micro-wave or crystal oscillator
produces high-pitched sounds that are found to stream out of the hat's mouth. The
waves are reflected back from the hard objects the bat gropes its way into theregions
that are echo-free. )
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Physicists have invented electronic devices to dotect the waves emitted by them,
Dr. Donald Griffin and Robert Galambos did excellent research on this subject and
brought to light the following facts :—

Bats do not seem, unlike human beings, to make much noise in their progress,
For, the ultrasonic sounds are not audible to ous ears and hence the so-called sonic
amplifier has to be used te convert the inaudible ultrasonic frequency. The frequency
for their ¢ Radar work’ is near about 30,000 cyecles per sec., whereas the maximum
audible frequency for human ears is only 30,000 cycles per sec. 'The bat emits a steady
tat-tat-tat of about 30 ultrasonic cries a second as he cruises about in the air. When he
is passing an obstacle this tat-tat increases and again falls to 30 after he passes it. "The
bat propagates into air audible ** clicks” also which have been attributed to the sudden
starting and stopping of the ultrasonic oscillator inside the bat, 2\ keen ear can detect
also & buzz of low intensity emitted by the bat,

Dr. Griffin and his collaborator ¢ gagged’ some bats—i.e. closed their mouths—
and sent them flying. No cries were emitted and they were completely helpless in air
as they bumped into the walls or on obtacles. Once the strings that tied their mouths
were cut, they accurately avoided the obstacles. Though the larynx of the bat is found to
be much like our own, countless special vocal chords are also seen. It was
also found that when their ears were plugged with cotton, they were as help-
less as when their mouths were shut. 8o though they emitted the cries, they were not
helpful to them and hence no increase in the « Tat-Tat” per second was detected. The
deaf bats emit a continuous monotonous chatter of about 30 cries per second. By a
different experiment, it was found that electric currents are set up in their cochlea
called ¢ Cochlear Potentials’’ by the ultrasonic sounds,

So we can say that the bat * hears its way’. Perhaps, by the intensity of the
reflected train of waves the bat is able to distinguish between heavy objects and soft
" objects and thus detects its prey that reflects the train of waves with a particular range
of intensity.

CHEMISTRY OF THE GLOW-WORMS

Though the complete process by which light is produced in the glow worms, is
not known, by chemical analysis of fireflies it is found that four fandamental substances,
namely water, oxygen, an enzyme called * luciferase  and a relatively stmple compound
called * Iuciferin ” are involved in the process. Probably the lucifer in bLecomes
activated and emits light.

There are several hundred thousand light-producing cells in a fire-fly’s luminous
organ and in some kinds of fire-flies the flash lasts only a hundredth of a second. The
luminous organs and the whole body of small inscets, are ventilated by the direct condue-
tion of air by tiny tubes and nerves. Some biologists thought they could gee
microscopic valves but it is a wonder how these valves function 80 very quickly, The
flight organ requires only the merest trace of oxygen and it is hard to conceive of valves
capable of excluding oxygen so completely from the cells. So we imagine that the
luminous cells are under the control of an unknown muscle-mechanism.

Light, however, can be produced without a living tissue making use of extracts
of luciferin and Iuciferase and by mixing the two solutions, we can sce a sudden Hagh of
light. Only quite recently, scientists have found out a device to reverse this reaction
80 as to produce flashes repeatedly. ' '
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R . 1] ” find their

od by the fireflies is useful to the « lady glowworms” to f €
(Iinight'rll’lrgfi“i‘; o iymport ant use of their light apart from the fact that in tropics
husbands. i in their hair-nets when they go a ball and natives are

: id t t live fireflies 1
:lzi'lcietsoa;‘ticsliugrta%ipels] to their big toes in order to scare away snakes as they walk through

dark jungles.

firefly works like this in the kind found neauil Washington,
g . i i . ies within its range.

The , sits on a blade of grass and waits until a male flies witl i
%ho. htht(lagﬁr;galsv?:ich he does at rather regular intervals, she replies him by turning
here(r)lwn light "The male then turns towards her, flies a'ht-tle way and flashes again,
She replies :m.d g0 by a series of such signals she guides him to herself.

The courtship of the

It is not colour or duration of flash that distinguishes the female flash from the
male ﬂaél{ It is a matter of timing. The female always responds to the male after
a pré cise time interval. A particular species has got this interval of time as 2 secs.

: .

So by having a flash light partly hidden in the grass and flashing every 2 sces,
aftor a male flashes we can deceive a dozen males or 8o at a distance of about 20 feet.
But tho firefly’s light is potentially much more eﬂ‘icignt than electric light in which
about 609, of the electrical energy is wasted as heat. The hre'ﬂ‘y elmts‘ only t}‘le green
wavelenghts of light that are most sensitive to our eyes. There ’ a.l‘e ever so many
varicties of light-producing organisms called the ¢ automobile fly’, ¢ railroad worms
and in occans ranging trom microscopic protozoa and bacteria to squibs and fish.

Thus there are innumerable, interesting and impressive processes which we see
on the earth and many such will be discovered by the students of nature.

S. SRINIVASA SUBRAMANYAM, V. Hons.,
Physics.

The Better Part

A friend of mine who is just ag tactful as the average tadpole got into an argu-
ment with a lady whose strong point was by no means a healthy gense of l}umour. “'I:he
rise of modern women is mainly due to high-heeled shoes”, he informed his smouldering
listener, and then proceeded to describe in caustic language ¢that Vanity Fair alias
Ladies’ Club”,

While he was just driving home his thesis about the weaker sex being weakest
inside the head, his torrential eloquence came to a sudden halt and he uttered rather
irrelevantly a loud « Wow!”’. All i8 not \vell,.as you kl.lOW, which ends with a yell.
What happened was, my friend lost in admirathn for hlS. own argume?nt was not alert
enough to dodge the guided missile which hit him—a rolling pin, to wit. ) And th_e lady
threw the rolling-pin, obviously because she could not lay hands on anything heavier,

There are two sides to every question if you are not really interested in either of
them. While I feel that the lady should not have resorted to arms, I do believe that
this world will be a much better place to live in, if people cared a little more for tact
than for fact. Do not call a spade a spade, cxcept of course when you are playing
Bridge. For, quite often, experiments with truth turn out to be explosive.
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Your bogs’s sonmight be a dance whose 1.Q. is—like Lord Emsworth’s—ten points
less than that of a rather unintelligent jelly-fish. Suppose his father considers him to be
a budding Macaulay and shows you, one of his incursions into the field of writing. Now,
you might actually consider the essay to be just double-distilled nonsense written in a
handwriting which is a cross between Egyptian hieroglyphics and a doctor’s prescription.
But if you know with which side of the bat you should hit, you would exclaim, *Well,
well......this is sheer genius sir!”’ A more resourceful person might evon add, «A chip
off the old block, I suppose, Sirl” and pocket an increment. As somebody put it,
«Figures don’t lie, but liars will figure .

Again imagine that you attend the music concert of one who happens to be the
father of the girl to whom you have lost your heart. Most probably as the music filled
the hall yon might have got out to make room for it. But when you meet him the next
day you will put on a bright face and pay him a_handsome compliment unless you want
the path of your love to become a blind alley. If on the other hand, you throw discretion
to the winds and tell him that with eyes closed nine persons out of overy ten will
identify his voice as a donkey’s while the tenth will consult an E.N.T. specialist—well,
you will then face the music, indeed.

I had a school-teacher who liked jokes—especially, his own. The students used
to laugh at his joke not because he was clever but because they were. Only once, a rather
imprudent classmate of mine commented rather loudly something to the effect that
compared to his ‘(jokes”, «Les Miserables”’ was a hilarious comedy. And, lo! and
behold | In the rankings of the next exam, his name followed all the rest.

It is not unusual that ¢ reasonable” wives tell their husbands across the
dinner-table, ¢ The trouble with you, dear, is that you are 80 changeable. Monday, you
liked beans ; Tuesday you liked beans; Wednesday you liked beans. And, all of a
gsudden on Thursday, you say you don’t like beans 7" If the hubby chooses this moment
to say with righteous indignation that it is high time she extends her tyranny to other
members of the vegetable kingdom-—woe unto the household. At least, in the interests
of peaceful co-existence, he will have to swallow the comment along with the beans. 1
would even advise him to remark that as far as cooking beans was concerned, age cannot
wither nor custom stale her infinite variety.

History has recorded only one instance of a husband escaping after making a really
dangerous statement. Winding up a heated argunent he said, * I apologize, honey. You
are right and I am wrong, as you generally are |’

I am sure Mark Twin must have had a rather hot debate with his wife before he
wrote, “Truth is the most valuablo thing we have. et us economize it ",

R. VASUDEVAN,
V. Hons. Economics.
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Leave Letters

Some people will do anything to achieve fame. They will stand on their heads,
perform gomersaults, chew safety-pins, or still worse, swallow glass pieces. I confess
that I can do none of these acts of bravado. I like short cuts to fame. I want to get
famous without taking any trouble whatsoever, and once I am a celebrity, no one is
going to ask me how I became famous. This may seem wishful thinking. Coming
down to cold facts, I realize that T am perhaps the unluckiest person in the world. 1
know that I sound a bit pessimistic, but I can’t help it, and if you were in my position,
I bet you would he much more miserable. My migery was due to the fact that when
opportunity knocked at my door, I was so deaf that I could not hear it!!

I sometimes wonder as to why everyone else has the luck, mostly undeserved, and
why of all the persons Dame Luck had to forget me. She does not believe in giving the
devil its due. Just consider my misfortune. I am also, like many others, on the verge
of completing my studies (that is what I sincerely hope and think) and at this stage I get
the most remarkable brain-waves which I could have put to use during my scholastic
carecr. It never occurred to me that I could mint money if I started coaching
students in the noble art of leave-letter writing. Therein lies my genius, which was
lutent till now, and now it is rather late. 1 have missed the bus again. Am 1
destined to live a life of regrets, and tell the world that it does not know to recognize a
genius,

T5ll now, I have been guilty of writing stuff and nonsense. Coming back to the
topie, I feel it would bea fine idea if I were to write a book on leave-letter writing. I
am sure that there will be a terrific demand for the same, and I am not in the habit of
giving away complementary copies for the mere asking. But T am not very sure of the
consequences. Yducational authorities will wait for the publication of the book, and
perhaps ban the book outright. The very thought that my novel attempt might receive
such treatment is enough to kill all my enterprige.

The fundamental rule that should be applied when writing for leave, is to convince
yourself that you do not deserve it. The less you deserve it, the greater the ingenuity
required. One must bear in mind that leave-letter writing should be a form of legalized
bluffing, Write in such a way that it gives an effect of probability. The more the
details, the better. Anyone granting the leave must be fully convinced that he is doing
the right thing. If by the ruse, you have succeded in getting the necessary leave, pat
yourself vn the back and remember me. No leave letter worth its name is devoid of
lies and exaggerations, but a creative genius will do the lying part of it su artistically,
that the person who is granting the leave would’'nt mind getting fooled for a change-
Remember,, that leave-letters, like love-letters require great tact. Never mean more
than what you say, and never say more than what you mean. It’s as simple as that.

"There was a time, in those good old days, when the art of leave-letter writing was
duly recognized. But, now-a-days, people are always bent on killing our initiative. They
have introduced a stereotyped form which asks for your name and addresg and other irre-
Jevant details as to the cause of the disease from which you are alleged to be suffering,
end its effect. They also specify that a medical certificate ought to be attached if the
disease is more than two days old. You are your own doctor for certifying that you
were ill, provided, of course, you have a two-day illness. There is 1o necessity to men-
tion your temperature chart in your leave-letter; it does not convey any sense
whatsoever.
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Even if one suffers from a common cold all the time, it is hest, in your interests
to vary the name of the disease. Internal catarrh sounds a miuch more dangerous,
disease than an ordivary cold, though both miean the same. Any medical dic-
tionary will serve your purpose of making mountains out of mole-hills. "The most com-
mon student diseases are the twin ones of cold and cough. They always come together,
and even if one is a little lale, they join hauds sooner or later. Catching a cold is by far
the easiest thing in the world ; it is waiting to be caught, and once you cateh it, it does
not let you go. Hence, if you want a two-day holiday, a cold is strongly recommended.
To give the disease, a genuine touch. just keep a handy vapour-sniffer and sce that it is
plugged to your nostrils. Occasionally, let out a hatallion of sneezes, and then all not
well will be with you, I mean ill.  You are the victim of a cold.

Stomach aches and headaches are also quite frequent among the students. Theso
aches are made to order, and they occur when you most want them. There is no time
limit for these indispositions, They are forever at your beck and call, There i8 no
greater adventure than cutting classes and rushing to the nearest matinee show. The
next day, you have just to write that you guffered from a splitting headache (probably
due to seeing the film). Be careful in using some adjective to your headache. A headaches
ag such is no reasonable excuse, Gcenerally, these gambles come off, unless, of course,
your professor happens to be geated next to you at the cinewma. The only explanation
that you could possibly give for this disastrous turn of events, is that you were a vietim
of daylight somnambulisin. Calamities such as these are rave, and happen only when
you have the cheek to ask your neighbour, possibly your professor or father for a

cigarette-lighter {1

Who ean withstand the temptation of  French Jeave* No student worth hly salt
will say that he is unacquainted with this teri. in short, for the sake of bookworwms,
let me tell them that it is unexplained absence. Colleges have become stricter, as
regards attendance and the ardent practisers of French leave are almost losing touch

with a highly specialised art.

By some strange coincidence or by some pro-planued conspiracy, fover aud exanii-
natious come simultaneously. As the ‘exams’ approach, the temperature rises and by tho
time the ‘oxamnsg’ commence you are gafely wrapped up in your bed. People do not realize
that an onion in an armpit and a bit of sunlight is all that i8 necessary for the mercury
to shoot up : with me, a8 I have remarked earlicr, my luck is so bad, that I get fever the
moment the ‘exams’® are over, 1 cannot account for this delayed action. When 1 pray for
{llness, 1 am as healthy as a Glaxo buby, no matter what I do. I take chill baths;
get drenched in the rain; and sleep out in the opon, and it is my brother falls ill—
the fellow who was confined to the house all the time.

I will be failing in my duty, if 1 complete my article. without nentioning my
doctor, who helps me a lot with my leave letlors. [ get along line with him, ihat I
gometimes feel like conferring rome degree such as FLRST.C, (Fellow of the Royal
Society for the Treatment of Colds).  He i nman who understands me. Whenever |1
need leave (which T regret iy rather often) 1 approach him with the confidence of a
born patient. I just confess that I have a cricket-match to play for a couple of days,
and he certifies e as undergoing treatment for the improvement of my calf and
shoulder muscles. He does his business; I do mine; and the authoritics do theirs in
granting me the necessary loave.

1t is so difficult if not impossibleto say whether a disease is faked or genuine.
One of my friends, gots promptly ill on every-alternute Tuesday aftornoons, just hecause
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he has to write essays. I can well imagine his plight when his ruse is discovered. His
goose will then be properly cooked. After all no disease occurs with such accurate
periodicity. .

. Anothe? enterprising student regretted to announce with great pleasure the death
of his mother-in-law, and wanted a week’s holiday to attend the funeral. I presume, he
book_ﬁve days for the celebrations. Marriages, birthdays, deathdays, anuiversaries
provide ample opportunity for leave-letters. If you can think of no excuse, just put 01;
your dunce cap and think hard. You are bound to find some excuse. Someday, out of
she.er desperation. Iam going to write a leave-letter, frankly stating that 1 want a
holiday for no particular reason at all, and you bet I shall wangle out a long
holiday. Even truthfulness pays, sometimes. °

P. SHYAMSUNDAR RAO,
P.G.II. ExNG. LIT.

Presidency College.

The Pavilion Cat

‘ Reginald Smith was a queer sort of person, but so far as his batting went, he was
to the Nondescripts Club what Jack Hobbs in his peak was to England or what
Sir Donald Bradman was to Australia in his heyday. On wickets good and bad, whether
it shone or whether it blew, provided only that Reggie was convinced that k,1e had got
out of bed on the right side in the morning, had not spiltithe salt on the breakfast table
or walked under a ladder that day, he would be perfectly confident and at home against
any sort of bowling and thrill everyone with his elegant artistry. °

_ Since becoming the Captain of the Nondescripts it fell to my lot among other
things to ensure.tl.xat on vital match days Reggie's vulnerable Achilles’ heel was well
protected fron} injury from any wayward shafts of misfortune, and that all that was
immlanly possible was done to maintain his self-confidence on the hundred cent-per-cent
evel.

There were two things especially which would have brought strokes of apoplexy
to Rgggie. One was the thought of starting a game on the thirteenth of the month
(particularly if it also happened to be a Friday), and the other was the idea of going in
to bat w1tihout his having patted and affectionately caressed Billy, the pavilion cbat. As
a responsible captain with a reasonable amount of foresight, I had been concerned to
find ways and means to wean Reggie from the seductive feline influence of Billy, as,

Dbesides being by no means immortal, there was no knowing when the cat, one of these

days, might not take it into his head to go chasing a mouse out of the pavilion, for
instance, and never appear again. The fat, as you might say, was likeiy to be in Lhé fire
at some future date, and I knew that. DBut I had not the slightest inkling that matters
would develop into a ghastly crisis as soon as in fact they did.

We were playing against the City Blues in the four-day final of the Cit
Championship Tournament. The Shield had been with us for the past six years ixS;
succession and consequently we started as favourities for the title. Besides, Reggie had
been in great form of late, there wasu’t a ¢13° in the dates of play or a Frifliy, and

3
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Billy had not shown the least sign of getting bored with his present surroundings and
making a bolt for the open without prior notice. We were therefore reasonably hopeful
of winning the Championship for the seventh year in succession.

We lost the toss, but the Blues, batting first, collapsed for a mengre 146, 1
declared our fist innings closed at 265 for 5 with what seemed a comfortable lead of 119
runs. But the Blues’ batsmen came into their own in the second innings and made the
tall total of 386. Needing 268 runs to win we started our second innings on the
afternoon of the third and and peuultimate day and had made 121 for one at the close.
Since that wicket had fallen barely ten minutes before the draw of stumps, I had sent

in our wicket-keeper as ‘¢ night-watchman®’, in place of Reggie who was the usual No. 3
in the batting order. ‘

At this stage we needed another 147 runs to win and had nine wickets in hand
and a whole day left. Our hopes were high, though naturally they centred considerably
on Reggie. Just before leaving the ground I met him and told him how much depended
on him on the last day and cautioned him to be extra careful with salt-cellars, ladders
leaning agaiust walls etc. and not let luck play any monkey-tricks with his confidence.

He promised to be very careful and I went home fairly assured, with Billy’s mew sound-
ing in my ears like dulcet music.

The next morning brought the shock. I was having my shave when the
telephone rang and Jones, the head groundsman, told me that poor Billy had got caught
underneath a truck in the night and beenrun over. I felt a sinking feeling in the pit
of my s§omach. Already I could visualise the blank, uncomprehending, stunned stare
of Reggle_ a8 the news was broken to him and the still blauker look on the faces of all
Nondescript supporters as Reggie walked in soon after, caught off 'a fuil toss on the
leg-side for a dismal duck. Something had to be dene quickly if that was to be prevented.
I finished my shave in a minute. Under the circumstances it was a surprise that I
didn’t cut myself more than the three times I did. It was already getting on to eight-
thirty and the game was to begin at ten a.m. sharp, I had my bath, dressed hastily and

raced to the ground in my car. Jones told me everything. All that was left of Billy
was a dark red mess and tangled black fur.

I was thinking furiously what could be done, when suddenly I had an
inspiration.

« T have it, Jones | Can we get another cat of about the some size as Billy ?*’
1 asked.

~ Jones saidthere was a cat like Billy in his place, but that it was a striped
yellow-and-black one. ¢ If you’re thinking of substituting him for Billy, sir, only a
blind man would be deceived'', he pointed out.

But that did not affect my enthusiasm in the least. We drove to his place in
a hurry, got the cat and were back at the ground in less than ten minutes. I left the
cat in Jone's charge, unfolded my plan to him and just had time to drive home, get into
flannels and reach the ground again a few minutes before the start. ’

Reggie greeted me with a woe-begone look as 1 walked in. ‘¢ Billy is gone,
skipper”’, he said in a sepulchral voice.

1 looked thunder-struck. ¢ Jones 1" I called. ¢ Jones, Mr. Smith tells me that
Billy is missing. What’s the matter ?’*, I asked in a perturbed voice.
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¢ I think he must have gone out, sir. The boys forgot to clogse the side window
last night and the saucer of milk left for him a3 usual this morning hasn’ t been touched,
gir”, said Jones.

« In that case we may have to advertise in the papers. But better gearch in the
neighbourhood first, Jones”, I replied.

I turned to Reggie. ¢ Look here, old man”, I said, ¢ You must not let th_llts1
disturb you today. Billy’s only gone out and possibly lost his way somewhere. We wi :
have him back by this evening or tomorrow. But Billy or no Billy, you simply canno
let the side down. Just don’t give the thing a thought,” I urged.

But Reggie was as stubborn and unreagonable as a child. « But how can I forget

Biily ? I can't bat without seeing my Billy. He is my lucky mascot,” he kept saying.

i i his best

However I made him promise that at any rate he would go out and do his best,

but the tone of his voice clearly betrayed that he was badly shaken and lacking in
confidence.

The match was resumed punctually. The bowling was accurate and formidable and
with the batsmen taking time to settle down it was not until twenty _mmutes t;hat th?f
first runs came. Reggie in his pads and awaiting his turnto go 1 wasa pmtu‘rekot
dismal pessimism. With ten runs added to the overnight total we lost our first \VI‘C‘ ﬁ
of the morning, when the night-watchman, awkwardly negotiating 2 sharp leg-b edd
was bowled. Reggie sighed and staggered on to his feet with a visible _eﬁort. I turned,
and looked at the dressing-room door anxiously. Jones was there uw%titmg. the mgm(;nt
and on catching my glance he started forward saying loudly, « Sir, Billy i8 here inside
the dressing-room 1"

Reggie was just picking up his gloves when he heard Jone's words. His
countenance cleared ou a sudden and he rushed towards Jones. dropping his bat with a
clatter. I followed after him.

Jones led us into a dark corner of the dressing-room. We stumbled across after
him in the dim light. A massive, dusty, old oak-chest stood in the corner against the
wall. We could see practically nothing in the darkness, but we could clearly hear a cat
wailing.

« There sir, behind that chest,” Jones pointed. ¢ He appears to have gone there
chasing the mice and now he can‘t get out. We will have to shift the chest, sir.”

« Reggie was stumbling across mauttering,” ¢ Dear old Billy, dear faithful old
Billy,”. He scrambled on to the top of the chest and gropped behind it in the
darkness.

Suddenly he cried delightedly, * Yes, he is there—the poor brute. I can feel his
fur. He must be quite famished and frightened out of his wits. Take him out
carefully, Jones, and be sure you give him plenty of milk.”

By now they were calling for Reggie. As he hurried out I wished him the best
ofluck. His face was beaming as he uttered a hasty ¢ Thanks”. Tripping down the
stepe lightly he walked away towards the middle with confident and self-possessed air of
a man who means business,
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The rest of the story is simply told. As to the match, many of you perhaps
would still remember the reports it in the papers. Reggie had entered with the ‘score
at 131 for 2. At lunch the total was 244 for 5 and Reggic was unbeaten with a
chanceless 85.

) When they came in Jones had a ready story about Billy having hurt a paw for
V\'Ihll{ch he had been taken to the * vet” and Reggio fell for the ruse, hook, line and
sinker.

It did not take long after lunch to get the remaining runs. Everyohe was
wondering if Reggie would get his hundred. The sixth wicket fell after resumption and
I'joined Reggie for the seventh. I tried my best to give him all the strike, but could
not avoid taking a couple of runs, so that when Reggie made the winning  hit by pulling
the ball over square-leg for a towering six which took the score from 263 to 269, he was
still one short of his century. He was clapped all the way back to the pavilion for his
magnificent innings of 99 not out. : SRR poa

g ty
We had thus won by four wickets and earned the right to keep the Shield for the
seventh year in succession.

: o . g
That evening the winners and the runners-up were guests at a party agd reception
held by the Corporation at which the Mayor presided and gave away the Shield.

Dinner was over and Reggie was enjoying his dessert when I thought it an
opportune moment to disclose the truth to him.

« I say Reggie, about that cat behind the chest...”, I began.
Reggie looked up. ¢ You mean Billy"”, he said.

« That is exactly the point™, I rejoined. ¢ You took him for Billy, didn't you ?
Woll, ug a matter of fact, he wasn't Billy”, I said, and explained everything.

Reggie was deeply affected by my account, and all but shed a silent tear on
hearing of the accident to Billy. He looked not only sad, but clearly aggrieved.

« I thought”, he said in a choking voice, ‘‘1 thought I knew you enough to trust
you not to cheat me like that, ag if I were, I were—a child’’ he burst out.

« But then, old chap, *we couldn't afford to lose that match, could we ?*’ I asked,
and added conciliatingly, * Be realistic, man; besides, you know all is fair in love
and war”,

Reggie still looked hurt. But I could see that he appreciated my point. He
shook his head sadly and doubtfully.

‘ Yes’’, he muttered, almost to himself, ‘“ I suppose it must be so—: all is fair
in love and war’ *’,

V. RAMAMURTI,
V.Hons., Eng. Litt,

—p———— i
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Sound and Fury

When Santosh arrived at the bungalow in response to a hasty call from the Rai
Sahib, he found everything ina state of pandemonium. It looked asif a devil’s
conference had just come to an end and the members had adjourned for tea. The
earpet was rolled into a corner. The sofas had been dragged out of the drawing room.
Even the telephone receiver was dangling most helplessly by the side of an overturned

table,

The condition of the linmates was no better. Santosh found a group of woman
standing huddled in a corner looking for all the world like a pack of frightened geese.
The Rai Sahib himself was marching hither and thither with full boots on, anda
formidable stick in his hand. Two men-servants were walking in front of him whom he
was exhorting to be courageous, all the while keeping himself in the background like a
wise general. It looked as if martial law had been proclaimed throughout the bungalow

and everything was in a state of emergency.

« Hello ! So you are here at last !>’ said the Rai Sahib as soon as he perceived
Santosh.

« What is the matter, sir 7'’ asked Santosh.
+ Hell has been let loose here, my boy *’, answered the Rai Sahib.

Santosh had been coming to the Rai Sahib’s bungalow ever since he had been en-
gaged to his daughter—Miss Nalini. In fact, it was not a love-marriage (since Santosh
had never seen his would-be spouse previous to his engagement) but a‘marriage de conve-
nance’. The Rai Sahib was looking for a well-behaved educated young man and Santosh
was in search of a wealthy and beautiful girl. When these rare conditions were satisfied,
Santosh was formally engaged to Miss Nalini. Ever since, the Rai Sahib had invited him
to visit his bungalow so as to get acquainted with his fiancee and her relations. Even
though Santosh had merely bargained for his fiancee and not for her nears and dears
he thought it better to take the hail with the rain water.

«« Hell ? What hell ? *’ asked Santosh.

This being a sensible and pertinent question, theRai Sahib immediately proceeded
to inform him that a huge python (about a foot long) had been discovered manoeuvring in
the drawing room the Rai Sahib, though an extraordinary brave man, was not capable
of handling this particular situation. In fact, as he declared vehemently, the
advent of the snake into the drawing room was an unprecedented event in his life ; and
go was the inadvertent rap that the uncontrollable stick in thg hand of Rai Sahib
bestowed on the disappearing tail of the snake. Consquently Rai Sahib was now justi-
fiably afraid—or rather anxious—that since the snake tribe was not of a very forgiving
nature, this particular specimen might have conceived a feeling of intense dislike for
him and might visit him at tome inconvenient time in the night, This fear, or rather
anxiety, was go strong in the mind of the Rai Sahib that he decided to put the snake

hors de combat before going to bed.

“8o, T am sure that that blasted python is hidden somewhere in this room and
we have got to find it !;”” ended the Rai Saheb.

"« How long did you say it was, '’ asked Santosh,
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This question was prompted by mere curiosity but his suspicious flancee wrongly
attributed it to another source. So she naturally proceeded to ask her betrothed :—

s Are you afraid of snakes?”’

“Afraid of snakes!” said Santosh, in the most tolerant manner. “No, I can't
say I am afraid of snakes. Anyway, I have not been frightened by any, though I have
come acrogs some!’’ « What!” shrieked the Rai Sahib in a hoarse voice ‘“you mean to
tell us that you have actually come in contact with real snakes ?”’

The Rai Sahib in his astonishment forgot that so far as the nature of physical
phenomena was concerned, ‘unreal snakes’ were an absurdity.

“Well, as a matter of fact I have once or twice handled them,'’ said Santosh
modestly.

“Handled them !” shouted the Rai Sahib.

“And snakes too!” shouted Miss Roopa, the cousin of Nalini, almost on the
brink of fainting.

Miss Nalini beamed on the assembled congregation with an air of pride as much
a8 to say ‘Well, that is my fiancee!”’

Santosh was herded by the Rai Sahib and the assembly toa convenient sofa and

the rest of the ladies and gentlemen arranged themselves as the ancients did at the feet
of their Guru to listen to Mahabharatha.

*“Well, how do you mean? How do you handle snakes?’ asked the Rai Sahib,
voicing the query that was hovering on the tip of all tongues.

“There is no particular method ef handling snakes,” began Santosh, with the air
of an Einstein expoundiug the theory of Relativity, “but the way I generally follow is
to catch hold of the snake by the tail and......... ............. LY

“Catch the tail of the snake’’ the Rai Sahib almost screamed. *“Do you mean to
tell me sitting there calmly that you actually dare to catch hold of the tail of the snake?”’

*Then what do you do?"’ asked Nalini requesting Santosh to continue, disregar-
ding the interruption of the Rai Sahib,

*Well then, I catch hold of the tail of the anake, lift it high up in the air, and

revolve it rapidly round the head. By this process, the spine of the snake is broken and
it cannot move. Then you kill it at your ease.”

“I am damned!*’ exclaimed the Rai Sahib in an undertone.

*But the most risky adventure that happened to me was when I was returning by
walk from a village,’” began Santosh.

Every one was now alert and attentive. Nalini once again beamed on the andience
as the owner wogld whose horse had just won the Derby.
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«It happened that I had gone there to hunt a man-eater which had killgd three
of the vi{lagegge I shot it after a strenuous search of two d_ays, ax'1d was returning })ack
that evening. The road was lonely and on both the sides, it was lmgd by huge cacti. 1
was walking enjoying the solitude when suddenly, almost without knowing it, I

bled on a huge black cobra. It was sitting coiled in the middle of the r?’ad with its
;t:oxg as high as nfy shoulder. It would have measured some ten feet in all. .

«QGosh!' exclaimed the Rai Sahib, with his hair standing. on end, *“what
happencd then?” His tone showed that he was expccting every minute to hear that
Santosh was mortally wounded in the ensuing combat.

«Well, what was I do?"’ continued Santogh. “I_t was a most difficalt situation.‘ It
could not return to the village, and it was m'lposmble to prqceed. Moreov.er, since
the cobra sat coiled, I could not get at its tail w1thout., ’comlng directly under its black
and gleaming hood. But I did not lose heart............

The whole assembly heaved a sigh of relief. Now, they were sure that their
hero did not perish in the battle as they had feared.

] calmly took off my coat and from a distance of about ten feet, threyv. it accu-
rately over the head of the cobra. The cobra, to extricate imglf. began uncoiling and I
geized the opportunity by the forelock, or rather, by the tail. After that, the whole
gtory is a8 good 88.....cceveniinuiennns ”

«Cobra!”’ shouted Roopa, and immediately fainted.

«Where?' shouted the Rai Sahib and blindly scrambled off the sofa in search ot
his truncheon.

From a hole in the sofa on which Santosh was sitting a few minutes ago, emerged
the notorious python-cum-cobra.cum whatnot, measuring less than a foot and having
a most harmless appearance.

Mr. tosh meanwhile was trying to dodge in the most heroiq fashion behind th_e
back of\gre?;noverturned chair. It appeared as if he was manoeuvring to get at the tail
of the snake. But then, once again inadvertently, the Rai Sahib threw his truncheon at
the head of the poor serpent and it darted straight at the feet of Mr. Santosh.

The last cry that Mr. Santosh heard before falling down in a faint was “Why
don’t you catch hold of its tail?”’ from Nalini.

* * * »

ing S : ty where he was relating one of his
A few months later, meeting Santosh at a party ; ‘
exploits in South Africa, Nalini introduced him to her husband Major Ram Singh.

“ iend Mr. Santosh, He catches the snake by itslail ; or rather the
snake catlg;:: ‘lllliinf{)l;.lt .......... the other way round, you know. In fact, he is Santosh,

the Shake Slayer. ”’ MOOSA RAZA,
1V. B.A. (Hons.) Eng. Lang. & Litt.
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On »Borrg'é.

Bores, like bugs and bachelors, are an international community.  :There i8 hardly
a place on the face of the earth where all the three cannot be found.. (Also the
the - agony suffered is almost equal in all the three cases). .They. can be
found in any social milieu, irregpective of «,.dlffereuces in language, climate,
topography, religion and culture. For example, neither hugs nor bachelors nor for
that matter bores seem to be affected by such artificial boundaries which an over-
gophisticated and over-political society like ours has drawn like the ¢ Iron Curtain’, the
¢« Bamboo Curtain’, the ¢ Free World’, the ¢ Unfree World* etc. They seem to cross all
such boundaries. Social taboos and customs of different types which are external
projections of the emotional inhibitions of a social envirommneunt do not affect them at
all. Thus, for instance the institution of marriage which is looked upon as something
gacred in countries like ours is so deeply grounded in the traditions of this lapd of
hoary traditions, that bachelors and spinsters are looked upon as curious specimens,
a8 visitors from a strange and an alien planet. But despite such conventions the number
of bachelors and spinsters is steadily increaging. There are those who say that married life
is!to be preferred, for « bachelordom is a horedom’. But that is neither here nor ﬁhg{e,“for
if bachelordom is a boredom, monogamy is monotony, which is another way of saying
that it is a boring thing. , Cp

The impact-of science and technology has resulted in makmg_.'tllle Woilgégcﬁg
smaller than what]it was a century ago. But this has not in any mater ia S(“‘,(;“’] wover
the growth of these three categories. Bugs abound in spile of D. D.T. an 110 .
difficult travel may be in these days of overcrowded  trains, the  rush ‘:‘ 0
trains is amazing and the bugs find their way in and what 18 more, travel free -
a luxury which only highly placed people (M. Ps. with their passes) and the ever-
growing tribe of similar ticketless travellerd can afford. But ticketless tx:avel!mq
though an exciting and adventurous calling in the otherwise dull drab and * boring
world will remain a risky thing for those who belicve in _obeymg. the law rather tl_xau
evading it. Anyway no such problem remains for our friend, philosopher and. guide,
Mr. Bug. While the T. T. R. would be hounding out of the lavatory the ticketless
traveller who had sought refuge there as the best hiding place in the world our friend
Mr. Bug would be having a ¢ nice’ time on the waist, the neck or for that matter any
part of the anatomy of the . T. R.

What i8 true of bugs is also true of bores. They can be found in any country,
in all religions, in all schools and colleges, in fact anywhere and everywhere. For it
is an experience shared hy all devotees as to how they express relief after undergoing
the tiresome experience oft listening to ¢boring’ sermons.’ Further, bores are truly
cosmopolitan, real socialists;and real demoerats. Not for them the absurd distinotions
of wealth for bores could begfound as much among the rich as among the poor, as much
among the mauvsions as among the huts. Fven before Karl Marx discovered the
principle of dialectical materialism to give validity to the elaims of the proletariat,
bores as socialists existed and they continue to exist after him. Tho universality of
bores could be understood if we just enumerate the various kinds of bores.  There aro
arch-bores, bores by necessity, bores by conviction, bores by profession, historical bores,
scholarly bores, train bores, and mobile bores. Indeed all scholars are invariably
bores. I don't know if the converse is true. Bores are a commonplace in schools
and colleges. They have become as inscparable from the colleges as the brick and
mortar of the buildings. The term ** bore” in college parlance becomes a convenient
epithet to describe someone whom you do not like or whose orations you despise.
Iudeed it would be a marvellous thing if onc could got away from the college without
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attaining the title of a bore. ¢ Bore’ is a title easy to attain but difficult to part
with.

Bores are the best democrats in a world that is busy making itself safe for
democracy and democracy safe for itself. Not for them the distinctions of sex.
There are bores among men and bores among women. Men may say that women are
more boring than themselves and women may say the same thing of men but neither of
them can deny that they are themselves bores. The problem does not end there. For
there are those who would say that a world without women would be boring—that a
world occupied ounly by men, apart from the biological difficulties concerning the
perpetuation of the human race, would be a dreadfnl world, perhaps more dreadful
than George Orwell's 1984. Equally a world peopled only by women would be a
noisy world, another tower of Babel tt dreadful to think of. In shorta world of men
without women would be as boring as a world of women without men. There is no
North without South, no West without East and similarly no men without women and
of course no women without men ! Bores exist as much among ladies clubs as the clubs
of ¢ men only.’

. Bores are an international plague, against whom no scientist has ever devised
sny cure! At least one can ward off bugs by usingsuch devices as the D. D. T.
But not so with bores. They are not only omnipresent, they are omnipotent
too.» The scientist who will devise a method for warding off bores will gain
the gratitude of the world but that is impossible, for, who knows that it may
not itself Dbecome boring! Kscape from boredom, says Bertrand  Russell,
is the most powerful of human emotions.” But the question is as to how it
should be done. They have danger signals for so many things. But no such signals
exist for bores. I wonder if one could think of some such method as our ancients had
for keeping off people whom they considered as socially inferior. It was a common
practice in ancient India, as many foreign travellers have told us, for the
gocially inferior classes to be made to beat drums so that others may keep off from them.
But that is impossible with bores for there is no known criteripn by which one could
classify them. All diseases have symptoms-boredom is a disease without symptoms.
Bores come upon you with the suddenness of thunder or lightning but last longer
than either of them. For instance it is a common experience in the train that an
innocent looking person comes and approaches you for a seat and after getting
comfortably seated, starts talking to you on something, no matter whether you are
interested in it or not. That is the beginning and there will be no end! You may
‘yawn, look at your watch many times but nothing would dissuade the bore who will
utilise all your feeble gestures of protest for the purpose of further boring you. Bores
are bores because they are so insistent, so persevering, 80 determined and so relentless
in their pursuit. While you are bored there is only one thing you can do—flee
away from the place—if you can. It is not possible for you to take to your heels sud.
denly. You will be mistaken either for a lunatic or for a thief both of which will land
you in trouble ; even suicide is impossible because there is every chance of your
attempting to do it and failing in it and being sent to jail. Failure is certain because
even poisons aro adulterated these days and hence ineffective.

But are bores really so boring ? I think bores perform many useful functions.

They are the safety-valves of society. Those who decry bores may as well ask as to

why the drainage system should exist, why dust-bins should be placed in the street,
why there should be the fuse system in electricity. Without any of these social life
would become impossible. Bores may Dbe an evil,. but they are a necessary evil !
Further in a world where entertainments are becoming costly, bores are the only

4
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dource of entertainnent for  almost nothing!. They also stimulate much
commercial activity. [ wonder whether industries like for production of coffee and
aspirin can at all thrive if bores do not exist in sufficient numbers.

. To cut a long story short (lest the essay itself should become boring) we live in a
bormg.WOrld and we can do nothing about it. Coming to think of it, don't you think,
that without bores the world will be horing indeed !

JAMEEL AHAMED,
Asst. Professor of Politics.

A Perfect Murder ?

Tom Halliday stood looking at the body of his brother which was sll'lmped over
in the chair. A porfect murder,” he thought. He took the glass in which he hag
taken his coffee and wiped it carefully of finger prints and placed it in the cupboard. n
wave of great happiness surged over him as he thought of the two lakhs of rnm;m 2
would get through this murder. There was no risk at all. He had flown from s
to Trichi on the night plane. He had entered his brother’s rooms in the small holﬂ
of the morning without anybody noticing him. He had roused his brother J ohn and a8
they were having coffee he had managed to slip a small amount of cyasnide {lxto his
brothers' up and there he was—dead | He,would have a cast-iron libi for, to
the outside world, he would have arrived in Tric¥t by the Tuticorin Eg". only at
7°0 clock in the morning. His brother would have diedduring the sma h?bﬁﬂ"f the
morning. How could anyone assoolate him with the death of his brother

k himself free of these musings and took out carefully a piece
of pape’fog’ﬁ;u;ige;ﬁxnd of a corner. He plaged it on the table before his brot, er'.s
bedy. There it was, his brother’s suicide-note which he had so carefully fo;ged. Halli-
day’s eyes travelled round the room slowly and came to rest on his brother’s body, He
gighed and then went out carefully closing the door.

i : hei hort, stout
Inspector Donaldson looked down froin his great.hel'ght upon the. short, sto
butler slitt}i)ng before him. «Suspicious”, he muttered. *“was Mr. Halliday worried
lately 7" he asked the other man.

Parker frowned. Yes, he was, but not to the extent of doing this, There is
some catch in this.” «Qh! By God!” Parker exclaimed. He suddenly got up and
walked over to the table.

« Inspector,” he cried in an excited voice. *This suicide note has been written in
green ink. Mr. Halliday never used green ink.”

«By God 1,” exclaimed Inspector Donaldson, *“Parker,” he began and paused for
there was a tap on the door. .

: « That would be Mr. Tom Halliduy, my employer's brother., He wag to come
over here from Madras,” said Parker.
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. Tom Halliday entered the room and paused at the door as he saw the Inspector.
Any thing wrong 7" he inquired.

+

“I am afraid I have bad news for you, sir,” replied Parker, “Your brother, eh,
has committed suicide.”

Tom Halliday's face turned pale and he was a little unsteady on his feet. After
a moment, he recovered his composure as if with a great effort.

“Why, what I”” he gungled.

Inspector Donaldson turned to him and spoke. ‘Excuse me, Sir, may I ask you a
question P’

«Why, yes.”

« By what train did you arrive here, Sir ?”

* Why, Inspector, I arrived just a short time back by the Tuticorin Express.”
« What 1”, exclaimed the Inspector. Did you say “T'uticorin Express’s”

Tom Halliday paused a little and replied ““Why, yes, Inspector.”’

The Inspector’s calm level voice cut in :

“ Mr. Halliday, you could not have arrived by the Tuticorin Express for the
Tuticorin Express derailed at Ariyalur this morning.”

Tom Halliday’s face turned ashen and he shivered. He heard Inspector Donald-
son’s calm voice, as if from a great distance, asking for his pen.

R. PARTHASARATH],
V. Hons. (Econ.) Presidency College.

Studentio Presidencium.

Some men have a manner of describing which only wraps the subject in more
than its former obscurity and makes it daller than it actually is, and I am one of ‘them,
Hence I am afraid, despite my affected volubility, I may not be able t

. i o give you, my
dear Ching chow, a clear description of the students of my College, their manners an|
follies,

The Pied Piper of Hamelin, we are told, brought out rats of all
by merely playing on his pipe, That i8 not much of a trick when one compares it with
the advertisement which calls for applications for admission into our College and the
number and variety of students who seek and ultimately get admission. I had, during
the course of these two years, the pleasure of closely observing the behaviour and

character of these varieties and ** indulging in those reflections which novelty generally
inspires ”*,

shapes and sizes
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The bntter-ball type ¢ Botstero- Klippantis  are eagy-going, merry, mischievous
bullies, whe talk loud and long, swear and swagger. who by nods, winks and whistles
shrugs and stifled laughter,. testify to their contempt and hatred towards all
lectures and lecturers. They always arrive late to tho classes—the later they present
themselves the jauntier is their mien and the more exuberant their greetings to the
professor, With gay and luxurious steps, up they ascend the galleries to occupy their
favourite seats near the doors and windows which not only present the panoramic view
of nature and its beauties but also provide the easiest means of exit. The richest (as far
as education is concerned) I have observed, in general place themselves in the lowest
seats and the poor rise above them in degrecs proportional to their poverty. ‘The order
of precedence seems here inverted; those who are undermost on the Examination day,
now enjoy temporary eminence. It is they who interrupt the lecturers, call for expla-
nations and clarifications and indulge in every kind of noisy freedom and testify to
all the insolence of hollowness in exaltation.

Closely akin to this type are the * Imitatia Westernica’. These corridor Romeos
keep up a fairly strenuous programme considering the number.of precious hpnrs spent
right from grooming their hair to polishing their shoes. One sees them but with glisten-
ing belts at their waists with their initials reflecting the light ‘o.ﬁ the buckles in goldep
characters. They leave their shirt fronts unbuttoned to exhibit their dauntless breasts, their
hair rampled and trousers tapering at the ankles and go about fondlmg with t.hel'r‘ purses
(usually empty) in their hip pockets as the swashbuckling cowboys do in the movigs with
their *bolts.’ These gallant and chivalrous knights parade before the Ladies Common Room
and in the vicinity of the Powell’s statue anxious to help the damsels around in their
distress. And lo! it would be a sight for the noble Knights of the Round Table to
behold, when any pretty one, consciously or unconsciously, drops & kerchief or pen or
something like that. Students of this type hold the middle region of the galleries and
are neither so riotous as those above them nor yet so tame as those below; to judge by
their looks, many of them do not feel quite at home in the classes. They chiefly employ
themselves during the period of trial of patience in munching chewing gum, reading
Sexton Blake detective stories, making paper balls, aeroplanes or faces.

N

Then we have the « Dandycia Militicia” of the N. C. C. 1t is said, dress hasa
kind of influence on the mind and hence their mistaken sense of independence and
courage and ‘soi-disant’ airs, may be due to their overstarched uniforms. Anyhow
they are the most conspicuous and popular type of students. Who knows not the
amusing figures of the «Salamus Kakapudiya’ variety. Verily their left hands do not
know what their right hands do! On all working days they play hide and seek with the
professors by making as many attempts to corner the poor professsors and greet them as
the latter do to prevent the assault. The more of the they greet, the happier they
are, notwithstanding the fact that the objects of their adoration and respect are more
nonplussed and embarrassed than pleased with their demonstration of love and affection.

The ¢ Boreo Unbearabla’ kind are the most notorious and an antidote to all the no-
painbalms on the surface of Mother Earth. In them are ingrained all the faculties of
journalism-—eaves-dropping, exaggeration, espionage etc. These mobile enclyclopaedias,
I am told, belong to the family of « Monkeyfera Naturalika*. Beware of these ancient
mariners who usually set the ball of conversation rolling with either a ¢« Do you know”'?
or a “Have you heard? «The company of fools”, an English Writer wisely remarks,
«may at first make us smile, but at last never fails of rendering us melancholy”.

The «* Languagelina Multisbeakum" also belong to the last mentioned species.
The *“Soberus Occupatia’ type of the “Silentiz Gentlemenium* family confine their
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conversation to the Biblical injunction—ayes and nays. Then there are the ¢ Longeo
Camelus®” the «Stoutium Hippopotamus™ and the <Sportio Universala™ many
other varieties. Before concluding this classification, which I assure you, is suggestive
and not exhaustive—mention must be made about the «Cafeteria Habitualum * type—
who are well known for their surreptitious excursions to the canteen across the road !

Let us peep into ¢ The Nest of Singing Birds’ (which in official terms is the
J.adies Common Room) and examine who's who ? Misses of the ¢ Charmis Melodium **
variety are the College Sirens whose shrieking, screeching and screaming golden tones
are 8o powerful that even the sternest of noise-proof professors stop their wearisome task,

The love of personal ornamentation is a primal passion of humanity which sways
with equal force the rudest of tribes and the most modern and cultured communities ;
the craving which impels the rude savage to decorate her person with beads or shells or
bones is the same which causes our college girls of the ¢ Helenus Grandiflowerum »
lavish the hard earned money of their dear papas on multidesigned jewellery, especially
the jingling bangles which form one of the most convenient methods of announcing
their arrival, proclaiming their presence and attracting the attention of every mother’s

gon around them.

As the Misses of «“Amoris Glossia’ glide gibbering and giggling around the corri-
dors, heads turn, glances fly and dynamic reactions follow with dizastrous consequences |
Be they in class, canteen or common room, they debate and discuss ‘ad infinitum’ how
to win and preserve the love of men and/or how to relieve the rebuffs and disappoint-
ments encountered in the attempt. They go elegantly but sparingly dressed, have an
air of being rich and live a butterfly life of enjoyment, ease and pleasure at the expense

of some (unfortunate) boy !

Iam conscious, my friend, that this is but a very confused description of our
students. I know your delight i8in minute description ; and this I am unhappily
disqualified from furnishing. I now leave you to ruminate over what is great and good,
and to despise what is mean in the description I have given.

S. M. PASHA,
IV. B.A. (History).

When Hamlet meets Falstaff

A Word in the Reader’s Ear :

The alert and intelligent reader does not suspend disbelief too willingly. In this
case, on reading the title he (or she) may expressly decide not to do so at all. For, the
alert reader would not forget that Hamlet and Falstaff were by no means contemporary
figures, not to speak of the fact that in life the two could scarcely have met. A word of
explanation thus becomes necessary. Admittedly, both Hamlet and Falstaff die in
Shakespeare’s plays without any room for doubt. But notwithstanding that, the
intelligent reader-will grant that both of them are immortal figures in Shakespearean
drama and in the world’s literature. They meet, therefore, in that Klysium
reserved for the deathless—those that have transcended death by undergoing it,
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Though in Elysium, Hamlet and Falstaff both retain the broad outlines of their

regpectwe characters in the plays and so even the very words they use in talking

with each othor are words they have themselves used on different occasions in different

circumstances to different speakers. Here then is the record of the conversation at the

ll:toréz m:gtmg of the Prince of Shakespearean Tragedy with the Prince of Shakespe-
n Comedy :

Hamlet : 1am glad to ses you well :
Falstaff,—or I do forget myself.

Falstaff : lam glad, Prince, though you have ta'en a special stand to strike at
me, that your arrow hath struck,

Hamlet : What's the news ?

Kalstaff: Tell me.prinoe, were you not horrible afeard 7 When you saw the
ghost, were you not horribly afraid ? Did not your blood thrill at it ?

Hamlet : Why, what should be the fear ?
1 do not set my life at a pin’s fee.

Falstaff : By my troth, I care not; a man can die but once ; we owe God a
death. '

Hamlet : Well, God-a-Mercy.

Falstaff : What disease had youn ?

Hamlet : What?

Falstaff : 1heard your Highness had fallen into an apoplexy.
Hamlet : 1 pray you, do not mock me, fat knight,

Falstaff: This apoplexy, as 1 take it, was a kind of lethargy, an't please you,
a kind of sleeping in the blood.

Hamlet : For God’s love. let me hear.

Faistaff : 1t hath ita original from much grief, from study, and perturbation of
the brain.

Hamlet : Why look you now, how anworthy a thing you make of me. My pulse,
a8 yours, doth temperately keep time, And makes es healthfal music ; it was not
madness.

Falstaff : Very well, my lord, very well.

Hamlet : 1 pray you, all is not well.

Falstaff: What say you, Prince ?

Hamlet : 'To be, or not to be: that is the question :

Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sen of troubles,
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And by opposing end them ? To die : to sleep ;
No more ; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, 'tis & consummation
Devoutly to be wished. To die, to sleep ;

To sleep, perchance to dream ; ay, there’s the rub ;
For in the sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause : there’s the respect

That makes calamity of so long life ;

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,
The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man's contumely,
The pangs of despised love, the law’s delay,

The insolence of office and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

When he himself might his quietus make

With a bare bodkin ? who would fardels bear,

To grunt and sweat under a weary life

But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscover’d country, from whose bourn

No traveller returns, puzzles the will

And makes us rather Lear those i1l we have

Than fly to others that we know not of ?

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all ;
And thus the native hue of resolution

Is sicklied over with the pale cast of thought,

And enterprises of great pith and moment

With this regard their currents turn awry,

And lose the name of action.

Falstaff : To what purpose have you unfolded this to me ?

Hamlet : These tedious old fools !
Falstaff: By the Lord, you are a tyrant to say so.

Hamlet : Marry, this is miching mallecho ; it means mischief.

Falstaff : Havel laid my brain in ;he sun, and dried it, that it wants natter

lo prevent so groes o'er-reaching as this ?
Hamlet : Words, words, words.
Kulstaff : Oh, oh, oh.
Hamlet : Nay, that follows not.

Falstaff : My good lord | God give your lordship good time of day.

humbly beseech your lordship to have a reverend care of your health,
Hamlet : Why, right! you are in the right ;

And o, without more circumstauce at all,
I hold it fit that we shake hands and part :

I must
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You, as your business and desire shall point you,
For every man hath business and desire,

Such as it is ; and for mine poor part,

Look you, I'll go pray.

Falstaff : Health and long life to you, Master Hamlet !

V. RAMAMURTI,
V. Hons. (Eng. Litt.).

Thus Spake Powell Status...!

One fine morning, at about half past eight, I entered the portals of our college
and went straight away upstaird with a paper and pencil in my hand, and the
imposing Powell statue in my mind. The whole atmosphere then was burjed in solitude.
Beneath the artistic elegance of the dome, behind the two bewitching Roman sculptures
on either side, Eyre Burton Powell—the first Principal of this college and later
Director of Public Instruction—stood majestically oun the marble pedestal, with a white
attire on, and a scroll in his hand, gazing solemnly at the Portraits of Gandhi, and
Patel. The immortal frescoes of Ajanta, the alluring master pieces of the medieval art,
and the attractive paintings of the modern age,—all adorned the corridor.

Feeling like drawing the father ot this prewmier college, I put my pencil on paper
and began sketching it. While I was about to give the finishing touches to it, I heard a
mnelodious voice bheside me. With a touch of fear, I raised my head and looked around to
see whether any of the students had come 8o early to the college. But to my great surprise
I saw the statue speaking like a gifted Angel. It spoke—of course with New Year
greetings to me and through me to all of you—of what it had felt all these years. I was
spell-bound to hear his matchless eloquence and flashing wit for about half an hour.

* » * »

«The worst of all torture and the best of all happiness is to be a statue. It is
both a painful and a pleasant life, painful because 1have to stand all alone for all these
years, without moving even s inch of any of my limbs, and pleasant because, all my
name and fame are crystallised in the form of statue and I live an immortal life here, in
the midst of gay and happy girls and boys.

At the very outset I ought to thank all those who kindly contributed their mite to
erect me for my thirty years of service. I am extremely grateful I find any word
which can adequately express the depth of my gratitude—particularly to those who
suggested cannot the idea. Many a time [ have plunged in thought to know whether this
place wherein I stand gets prestige and popularity among students because of me, or
whether my name is on everybody’s lips because of this place!. But, however, had I
been placed somewhere in an unknown corner of this college, I would hardly have
been noticed.

Huundreds and thousands of boys and girls come here ug votaries of knowledge and
every year mny heart is full to its brim with joy and zest o behold a streamn of new
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charming faces. But many a time I have wept in silence to part with a batch of
students wholwere near and dear to me. I am placed in such an enviable position
that I cannot but meet almost all the students everyday. They never fail to show
their esteemed presence at my altar. Even the present Principal and for that matter any
Principal after me would not have the unique chance of meeting all the students every
day in the morning. I do appreciate those faithful students of mine who stand by my
side, sometimes for hours together l.

Keats rightly sang : « A thing of beauty is a joy for ever”. It is really a
perennial source of pleasure to look at young and energetic boys, and kind and graceful
girls, parading every day in my presence. I cannot but give a short description of
different types of students whom I daily meet.

First comes the so called ¢ Bookworm , with a pile of notes and library books
in his arm, chatting with his friend, with an air of great seriousness, about the twisted
problem of mathematics, given by his professor on the previous day and how he worked
it out by burning the midnight oil. His pair of goggles, lean appearance, poor dress and
slight hunchback-—all exhibit him as *‘ mug pot’’—., but in my opinion only these
innocent creatures will uphold the torch of fame of this College high.

Next come the « Take it easy ” and ¢ Don’t care’’ types, who are never serious
about anything, under the sun. College to them, means a recreation club of a special
order. They always look at the ‘‘Rosy side of life”’!, They come in one car and go
by an other, just to exhibit their wealth and status to their ¢ Sweethearts '—if any.
The powder they apply, the cooling glasses they wear, the hairstyles they affect and the
single note book’s corner handled gently at the tip of their fingers—all go to prove that
they are ‘ uptodate "’—of course not in class .

The third class are ardent fans of foreign fashion who, imitate always, the
foreigner in his pronunciation, in his haircut, in songs, in friendship and in his so-called
sociability among ladies. They will always talk of American films and stars, read
American journals and papers and praise foreign civilisation, forgetting for a moment that

that is but a poor remnant of the post glory to be mocked at, in these days of growing
nationalism.

The fourth is * political type ’, whose aim and ambition is to join a college,
to become a President or Secretary. Had there been no such offices , I fear, they
would not have joined the college at all. Whenever they smile at you, it is but a silent
propaganda for their election. If they begin to speak with you, they will test your
patience with their measuring rod called * Bore ’l. You can always see them in every
college function with cameras in their hands, or mouth organs before mikes, or with a
gang of followers around them, just to advertise themselves for the coming election.

I shall be failing duty in my if I leave the fair sex untouched. Though I have
always a soft corner for ladies, very often I have felt that I should cry out “Vanity ! Thy
pame is woman’'. If one wants to study the latest fashion and fancy of this city, he can
as well stand by my side and watch the lady students of the higher rungs of the social
ladder. Above all, whenever the Ladies bus from Saidapet comes into the portals of our
college, I feel as though the whole “Toilet Shop™ is coming to visit me. The ornaments
they wear, the hairstyles they affect, the cosmetics they use, the lipsticks they paint, the
dresses they put on and even their mode of walking—all are carefully planned and
calculated to attract the attention and admiration of many an innocent soul standing by
my side.

5
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Kven though I am an Englishman by bi
: y birth, T am very eager to hear the sweel
;ﬂ;‘ﬁ:ﬁ;&f S:g'gv’;f_l 18“5“3898 of the South. Mauny a timey myg;eal knew no bounds to
rich Southorn Ia ispering breeze, t.he dulcet humming sounds of Tamil or some other
disappointment r:guage spoken by ladies from the nearby common room, but to my great
to meet a gontle ey speak in English and Euaglish alone when they come out or happen-
and boust: hema.n student. Some ladies, it seems, take pride both in pretending
a8ting that they are totally ignorant of their mother tongue !.

Women, I believe, are al i i ‘ i
h s 1 . ways boisterous and their common room during Lunch
cﬁurf;r:th» during class hours too, is a veritable Pandemonium in embryo. They are
quiet only in front of boys and that too if they are in large numbers. is

why an author wrote: T
: : “Ten measures of : ’
Tong 0 duthor wrole: res of speech descended on the world. Women

st However vain and vociferous they may be, their intelligence in studies cannot be
'iln 3oued.. So many ladies—1I heard them speaking-—get first marks in olass as well as
i “l“”eljslty, and many a time. I have seen women knocking off the first priges, even
0 elocution. That is why James Stephens said once : «Women are wiser than men, for,

:}‘:zg know less but understand more”’. Let me conclude with what Frederick Reynolds
t— : . :

s As for woman, though we scorn and flout them,
We may live with, but cannot live without them™.

fensi A word about the staff members:! ¢ Teaching " it is said ** is the noblest of pro-
ﬁ“mﬂﬂ.’.b‘?t the poorest of trades . But our students add *it is also the driest of bores’’.
lowever, only the lecturers will know how many hours they toil and moil tirelessly to
give one .lectnre here, but all in vain. They alone understand the truth that
Lecturing in a olass (particularly B.A.) is 999 perspiration and 19 inspiration. I fear
I should not disclose their vulnerable points any more to you, for, I myself was a
Principal once. Thank you, my boy, for having heard me patiently so long. Cheerio.

* * * *

I heard some stq«lenw. coming up the staircase, talking at the top of their voices
and also heard the roaring noise of the college bus entering the college. Thanking the

statue for its sparkling wit and bitter facts, I went to my class-room, thinking all th
while about Eyre Burton Powell.

V. C. PALANISWAMI,
1L P. G. (Eco.)

A\ hss.. <P
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“ The Commonwealth of Man”’

+ The University is justly regarded as the citadel of truth, the home of that
freedom of spirit which is true liberty, liberty to think, liberty to speak, liberty to
teach”. Dr. B. C. Roy.

The distress and misery brought on human society by the two world wars, the
chaos and confusion due tothe mismanagement of human affairs—political and
economic—have made great thinkers consider seriously the fundamental question of
civilization and progress. It is useful for a student of Social Sciences and for an average
intelligent citizen of a modern Secial Democracy to ponder deeply over the deeper causes
of the breakdown of modern civilization. Is there any hope for humanity from the present
state of perpetual fear and unending confusion? A few glimpses of the past story of man
and the progress of civilization, give us a ray of hope and a dim vision of the dawn of a
happier world. Great thinkers and historians like Emerson, Zimmern, Toynbee,
Spender and Wells, as well as a host of others—poets, philosophers and politicians—
have expressed their considered views on this great problem, and in the following
paragraphs, an attempt is made to understand the main trends of thought in this field.

What is civilization and human progress ? Civilization, says Emerson, is a
certain degree of progress from the rudest state in which man is found—a dweller of
caves or on trees like apes—a cannibal and eater of pounded snails, worms and offal—
to that of a peaceful citizen of a modern state, a member of the complicated social
system of the present scientific world. It implies the evolution of a highly organized
wnan, brought to supreme delicacy of sentiment in practical power, religion, liberty,
gense of humanity and taste. Each nation grows after its own genins and has a
civilization of its own. It is the result of highly complex organization, and depends on

climate and character and culture.

The highest ‘civility’ has never loved the hot zones. Wherever snow falls there
is usually civil freedom, Where the banana grows the animal system is indolent and
pampered at the cost of higher qualities ; the man is sensual and cruel. Buta high
degree of moral sentiment controls the unfavourable influences of climate and some of
the grandest examples of men and of races come from the equatorial regions—as the
genius in various fic1ds, of Egypt, of India and of Arabia shows.

To all appearance, History presents au endless adventure, trial and error all the
way, unceasing experiments with intractable material, liberty and authority ; cruelty
and humanity ; idealism and expediency ; reason and emotion ; prose and poetry in
eternal conflict ; prophecy perpetually baffled by the unexpected and unpredictable.
Recorded history is just 7000 years old. A 100 men living 70 years each one after ten
other, would stretch over the whole period of civilized life. It is but a drop in the
ocean of time which science contemplates as the evolution of mankind on the
earth. If we bear this thought in mind, we shall take a cool estimate of the claims of
all theorists to have discovered from this brief experience, laws or cycles determining
the fate of man and the future course of his history. Neverthelesg, this should not
lead one to the pessimism which concludes that human endeavour in the brief space of
mortal life can be of no avail against the immensities and eternities.

There is no doubt about the progress of humanity, from savagery to the .
peasant relative state of civilization, and no ground for suspecting that the same process
or advance will not continue hereafter also, Each age has its characteristic virtues and
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vices, its special forms of reaction and relapse and new methods o s destruction.
As the posgibilities of good are enlarged, so areqthe possibilig;?s gfw::ii. I“lant. over any
long space of time, the stream of tendency is towards what we understand by progress
and civilization. So long 83 a commaunity keeps before itself the vision of & more per oot
state, it matters little vyhether it conceives of it as something to be attained in the future
:11; something from which it has fallen away and may with effort recover. In either case

ere is the same dynamic element that we find in the modern idea of progress. History
says J. A. Spender, becomes intelligible ouly if we think of humanity as being driven
forward by some such impulse,

But progress, as past history tells us is not straight and direct : itis a zig-
zag, and the oscillations accompanying it are at times 8o severe as to threaten an almost
complete severance of the links with the past, as in the case of the Industrial
Revolution, the American, French or Russian Revolutions. :

o th The problem of adjusting the social and political habits and traditions of mankind
1% tlle condmor.ss brought about by the Industrial and Economic Revolutions since the
P century, is a current human problem awaiting a proper solution. We are all

amxhar. with the paraphernalia of that Revolution—steam, eleotricity 3 railways,
steamships, motorcars and aeroplanes ; telegraph, telephones, wireless ; all the wonders
of modern science including atomi¢ power, the potentialities for good and the' amense
poseibilities for destruetion. Yet, with all the trouble and anxiety of the modern indus-
trial age it is still true to say that for vast numbers, life has been happier and more varied
than ever before in the world’s history. We are so familiar with these modern amenities
that we tend to take them for granted, as though they were & kind of windfall, enabling
us to enjoy new comforts and conveniences without any disturbance of old ideas and
and l.mblts. But, says Zimmern, we have no right to be mere parasites upon the bounty
of science. The efforts made by scientists, thinkets and organisers brought about the
Industrial Revolution and are still developing its revolutionary activities day by day
calls for effort one our part—the efforts to control these new forces and to direct them
m§o beneficial channels, to turn the scientific Revolution into a silent Social Revolution.
Science applied to production has brought about new possibilities of Power,
Abundance and Interdependence ; and has rendered possible the disappearance of
drudgery and destitution—the twin cauges that have brooded over man since the stone

age, ,

. Bu.t at the threshold of the new golden age of a scientific society, we are witness-
ing the fajlure of man, the prostitution of power for mutual destruction—and a going back
ttz the law of the jungle. How are we to explain this paradox of reversion to jungle law
of the caves and forests? The chief cause, says Zimmern, is the failure of men’s minds
to keep_ up with the change brought about in external conditions by the great economic
revolntwns.. To-day science has injected into the external world, the dynamism of a
torrent, whilst most men in their own thinking keep to the tempo of a glacier. The result
is the maladjustment we see around us, old ideas, programmes, watch-words and battle-
cries be‘mg applied to conditions for which they no longer have any relevance—
t.errltorxes'oonquered for their booty in an age of abundance, territories barricaded against
the world’s commerce in an age of interdependence.

Much of the pessimism and disillusionment of to-day is due to the fact that
gcience h?s }'efuted the beliqf in progress, as it was held in tge last century. Aoquired
characteristies are not inherited—at least not in any form or degree which are relevant
for .socxologmtn _and social scientisits. The material of human nature, the stock of
sentiments and impulses, of qualities and sttitudes with which our statesmen have to
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hose the tribal leaders of the stone age had to deal with, KEvery
It is the problem of the primitive man in the modern

a large scale world.

contend is the same 88 t
baby is a stone age baby:
world—of small scale man in

the ascent of man from savage beginnings to an imperfect
tained with human follies, crimes and failures, we see man
clinging to the belief that right and wrong, truth and
correspond to the divine nature of things.

History is the story.of
civilization, and though it is 8
through =all ups and downs,
falsehood, are realities which

. The world needs, as J. T. Sunderland points out, nothing else so much as it needs
brotherhood—not of one kind only, but of all kinds, racial brotherhood, national
brotherhood, social brotherhood, —industrial brotherhood, religious brotherhood,
brotherhood between all classes and peoples—the spirit of brotherhood to pervade
*all human life. The finest dream that ever arose before the prophetic vision of humanity
ig the dream of human brotherhood. But is it only a dream? J. T. Sunderland
thinks that itis more than a dream, it i8 a vision from God, because the ideals of
men are promises of God.. Human brotherhood means the realisation of the kingdom
of Heaven on earth and the establishment of the ¢ Commonwealth of man ’.

Our aim should be to steer the mighty ship of mankind into the harbour of ‘societ-
jes’ brightest attainable good’ on earth ; into a heaven where there may be liberty without
license and authority without despotism, where commerce, industries and trade may
develop, where people may have free choice of the management of their affairs in the
development of their resources, and realise their legitmate aspirations—spiritual, social
and political—in short, to create a New World Order within the frame work of the four
freedoms. As J. A. Spender says, * The visibility is bad, the lights flicker in gloom
and fog. But lights there ave and by degrees we become aware of principles struggling
to find expression, moral judgements fighting against cynical conclusions, the prophetic
goul of the wide world dreaming of things to come,”’

« Come clear the way, then ; clear the way,
Blind creeds and kings have had their day,
Qur hope is in heroic man,

Star-led, to build the world again,

To this event the ages ran ;
Make way for Brotherhood ; make way for man.”

K. A. JOSEPH, M.A., L.T.,

(Professor of Economics, Presidency College,
Madras)

o ecterep—p—
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Marina Calling!

Earth has not produced anything more fair than the Marina, Well has it been
described as the one beauty spot of Madras.

After a hard day’s work nothing is more refreshing than a quniet walk along tho
Marina. While the exercise is good for our bodies, the presence of the ocean seems to
have a peculiarly tranquillizing influence upon our minds. Kvery sight and sound
inspires a spirit of rest and peacefulness. Itisa delightful change after escaping from
the noisy bustle of our daily work to hear the ceaseless music of the waves and to
breathe the fresh sea-breeze instead of the vitiated atmosphere of the clags-room.
During our walk along the Marina, we enjoy the view of the broad expanse of waters
spread out before our eyes, an unfailing source of delight to anyone capable of

appreciating the beauiies of natore. To watch the ceaseless flow of humsnity,-

to follow closely the channels through which the human mind flows, is a pastime giveu
only to a privileged few—such as the Presidencians. Observe mankind from Stella
Maris (Ban Thome) to8t. Mary’s (George Town); you acquire an infinite fund of
information and amusement.

. Far off in the distance march up a procession of demi-officials in all their para-
phernalia, tiffin box in hand, face all black with fears of imminent *cuts” and retrench.-
ment. The sycophant currying favour with his superior at a respectable distance is a
pitiful sight indeed. Behold! Our bean with hiy “0.K.’s”, “How do you do's”, and
*“Cheerio’s” exchanging civilities, introducing friends, strutting and swanking, How
high he holds his head! How bombastically he talks! He has consumed cigarettes by
the tin, seen pictures without number, and spent ‘‘chips” like chaff. Heisa polished
gentleman. There is always something of the drawing-room about his person. Then
again, there are we Collegians—the future worthies of our land—with our talk of
romance, marriage and divorce, examinations, syllabi, and professors.

The clock strikes 5.30. There is new life. The air reverberates with the bangs
of motor-cars and scooters. What fools these mortals be ! Is humanity running amok ?
Are men and women on their journey to the Promised Land ? Or are they unconsciously
leaping into the bottomless pit? Islife itself a runningrace? Or isit a happy
promenade along shaded parks, attended by celestial nymphs and ethereal strains 7

Turning from this great Vanity Fair, we come to the humbler scene—the Radio.
A thousand pities for those martyrs of music who sit the whole time through, in defiance
of the elements. Close by, we find a bevy of docile, law-abiding women whose only
relaxation is the Beach after the storm and stress of kitchen work. Young Mademoiselle
tries to steal a side-long look at young Fop, but is prevented every time by the
* matron’s glance that doth those looks reprove. "

Here are available all commodities. The air resounds with the music of the
pattani-vendor. ¢garam” to the right, ‘‘garam” to the left, sgaram’ to the
front ; “‘garam’ everywhere. The pattani-walla is & wonderful chap. An excellent
physiognomist, he knows every one of your moods. When he finds youin a mood
to enjoy howover, he cracks jokes, utters a few things wise and otherwise, and gets

a couple of coppers from you. Put on a busy face; he runs away muttering all the time
his never-ceasing *Garams”.

The gadabout too can be seen on the Marina. While all around are busy
the gadabout alone is calm and ocool. He pursues his own amusements undisturbed
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by the gemeral hurly-burly. He has not the least regard for all the beaux and
belles—the cream of society. The stiffnecked ‘Presidencian’ who has admittance
into any fashionable saloon, must put up with the gadabout, the sturdy de.mocrat. that
he is. Forms and formalities have no significance for him. Gaddishness is a blissful
state of mind which forgets self, and cares not for what is all arouné_l. .Much as the.
gadabout is condemned, he is quite a formidable force in society. His life is a silent
gatire upon the vanities of an age in which Fashion has come to hold sway over Reason.

Justice must be done to a few more glorious sights. Reference must be made
to those millions of mediocrities whom the foolish world cannqt recognisg. My heart beata
in sympathy with all their ideals and aspirations. There is not a single one among
them who does not imagine himself a Prince the moment he puts on a grey suit. How
innocent is their vanity ! Vanity vents itself in several ways. The ragged, care-worn
book-worm is not any less self important than the puffed-up Fop. Lurking behind the
looks of even the meanest-looking fellow are thoughts too deep for execution. Many a
maute inglorious Milton is passed over. Does not every dallard that enters College enter-
tain remote hopes of turning out one fine day, a full-fledged Civilian ? Is not this a
legitimate ambition ? Let us not measure man by the amount of work done, but by the
feelings and impulses behind.

«On earth a broken arc, in heaven a perfect round™.

S. GOPALAKRISHNAN,
IIT, B.A. (Hons.) History.

idealism and Modern Politics

«+The State came to being to make life possible ; it continued to exist to make
life good .

When Aristotle uttered these words he synthesised into one crystal-clear state-~
ment the essence of Greek Idealism which produced t}le e:arhest 1de:a1ist. thought.
Thereafter at every turn of the century we find a new idealist preaching the same
philosophy with an altered context. The trends of idealism have always bgen the same.
It had a moral and sometimes a material goal which could be sa.fely re_conclled into that
all-comprehensive magic word * Good™. History at the same time witnessed an ever-
raging battle between expediency with powerlust ond 1deahs.t thought. The edge of
idealism wore thin with the on-surging tide of power-drunk Kings, Emperors and Dicta-
tors. It had to battle against the crushing intensity of selfishness, egotism and pride.
The history of Europe for the past thousand years has heen a spectacle of hand-to-hand
fight between these opposing forces of Idealisin and self-seeking Realism. Each nation
or empire had its needs to consider and fosb.er ; its .citizens to look after their greater

rogperity. There was no chance for Idealism taking root. But the men who held to
Idealist thought, fought a relentless battle. There were a band of thoughtful men
whose far—scanning eyes perceived the dangers on the path of unqualified Realism where
each man was governed in his actions by a Hobbesian psycholog)f. T‘heir words fell on
unheeding ears. Result: the permanent unsettlement of political ideas and actions

'
pestilence, war and misery. .
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No period of history anywhere in th i '

, , e world witnessed peace, all

zl;;: :vlvlllecclilg :t;n:l;ated of the summum honum of life when realism triufnr;?lﬁity Islelglism
e greatness of reason over feeling; of morality over expediency; of

charity as against passion. The blind and ;
power politics only led to wars and bitt:r l::uf‘:;:akmg trends of a realist appreciation in

The blindness of realism consists in its inability to perceive the essential values

of justice, i : )
eptlxxha of pi};‘fty and good-neighbourliness. To secure an immediate joy it sacrifices

Modern politics faces the same crisis. It refuses to credit ideals of permanent

value which analyse and arrive at i
hic the essentials of
the placidity and tolerance of and humane nature of xilcllz;?i?rg?w s events. Tt scorns ot

mmﬂ'&; ;;l:mofi:r:wb;iﬂism of every kind from Capitalist Colonialism and Communist
grips like a violent me;nt:f (ll)i‘::e:eozulmir:att!ook- like giving up its hold on big powers. It
are eager to secure themselves in cosy vant;;g in political sohizophrenia. Powers which

are claimed, military pacts formed and nat;
) d, ; X ations coerced or bribed i
w;!ksyax;::e;.n dl'ql‘::;l;x :)llxothe ht:story of mankind has such argazitr?g t:lttli?l use:zlogle:;
A 8y, been devoted to organized spreading of hatre’d and fear

At this point the question arises i iti
away by s PO ¢ 0 arises in modern politics ; are we merely to be carried
> y porary fit of panicky hatred to abandon all the cherished zalllll of the

uman race which keep us out of the ! ‘
z00 ? Should ily forget the painful-lesson
of the past that hate produces only hate and fear gt::t:: }’;‘:,? )

isolatedTiI:ﬁi if:iz ::f:aksBoi x;}ileahst thought today are held only among rare circles and
fo oo Individu gu.ar & : he zvarmng i8 never a majority warning. It comes from the
alwz’zys > Silent * guardis ;s of Platonic inheritance. The agencics of destruction are
B ways e l; 3 suave. Thgy fiatter us with power and influence, pride and

pendence by short-cuts. The voice of Wisdom trails slowly. Its methods are like-

;l::t 5:1‘:3'1'. Trath as G. K. Chesterton uged to say is at once the most thrilling and the

¢ He who sees many amidst one attaing gri i
i A grief ; he who sees one amidst
attaim; joy ” says the Upanishad. More than that the peoples of the world and Tﬂ;’;
articulate leaders must see that fear and egotism leads to false evaluations. When the

position of one country or group alone is considered the - i
case pre-judices are bound to follow. others are over-looked. ~Iu this

The doctrine of Panch Sheel not as preached’byv t .
embodied in t.hat i.nco.mparable concept of pDharma‘ b};lilel:?e(l;I exl:(l): ig OY::: ment put a8
based on charity, justice pnd fraternity. These are also part of the Idealis(; kGOexllst,ence
above all Dharma requires, as Idealism does, a positive reconciliatior del‘ne. But
of values. Peaceful coexistence is a negative phenomenon, Alread 'tl ﬁn Byptheqls
pra.ct.ice, Contmrigess and dissimilarities are bound to clash. The Ige l li . fmleld 1111
cert?l.r;lyfroll but_ 1\.Vltt:h a.Ma.rxiax_x violence. But the positive 00njuga.t,i¢;‘1;5 (l)%nalrgxfl%e: :n
l;, : itli.:s ’o reconciliation i8 the sine qua non of any solution to the tanglo of Modern
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Natare is a struggle-process. Men live the minutes by managing to overcome
physical limitatious, emotional tribulations and tests of intelligence and skill. It is found
in every work of nature. It leads to synthesis in thought, recouciliation in men and
evolation in the animates. In this grand struggle the wisdom of Idealism faces the
challenge of Modern Politics writting in the quaqmire of a policy of self-seeking realism
followed by nations drunk with power. In our ability to convince peoples of the world
of the permanent and everlasting values of Idealism does the good of humanity lie.

The Platonic inheritance may be a pattern laid up in the heavens. But to get at

least a semblance of it on terrafirma would require our adherence to its fundamentals.

M. SITHARAMAN,
B. A. (Hons.) Politics. Old Student.

*« Titles"'.

Shakespeare wrote oxcellent plays, it is true but was at a loss to name them. He
himself did not greatly worry about exact titles to his plays, aud he has no objection
if other people choose to trouble themselves about so unimportant an affair. In this
respect he is the exact antithesis to a writer like Ruskin. Ruskin should have speut some
anxious hours over the invention of such ingenious fancies as Munerva Pulveris, Fors
Clavigera and Ariadne Florentina for the title of his books. Shakespeare proceeded on
the principle that the rose smells sweet by any name, and the play is good or bad for
other reasons than the title. Summer can claim, 4 Midsummer Night’'s Dream and
winter The Winter's Tale.. 1If he happens to dramatize the fortunes of a single hero,
he calls the play after the name of that hero Hamlet or Othello. 1f it should be a hero
and a heroine, then the title is fixed easily as in Aniony & Cleopatra or Romeo &
Juliet. As you like it, What you will and Alls well that ends Well are honest confes-

sions of his utter inability to give appropriate title for his plays.

It is not understood that names are one of those few things in the world that
clings to the possessor from the cradle to the grave and choosing a name either for one’s
ildren is more difficult that it might seem. Authors, generally,

works or for one’s ch : .
bestow no thought upon titles until the book itself has been written. But there are

parents who bestow ample thought upon naming prospective children. Sundry quarrels
and tears on the part of the feminine party are the resultf.

Carlyle’s views on this gubject are as curious as interesting. *Not only all science”
he says somewhere, ‘but poetry itgelf i8 no other, if thou consider it, than a right
naming—call one a thief and he will steal’’. Clarity is a virtue conspicuous in Carlyle
by its absence and here particularly so. The statement * call one a thief and he will
steal’ recalls incidents that at once prove the absence of truth in it. I remember how
one Professor in a fit of professional indignation branded his pupils as a ¢ set of distilled
donkeys’, According to Carlyle they must have set about braying instantly. But trust-
ing my auricular organs I know they fell to no such infelicitous job. So this statement
of-Carlyle is wrong. I thank God for it. For consider the danger this world would run

6
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into if th_e statement of Carlyle were to be absolutely true. To err being human, and
anger being a cheap commodity, there would be no world left .

— Ancient hames were weightily long and their pronuuciation was a sort of
Inguistic gymnastics. One Emperor, we are told, desiring, probably, o awaken in his
enemles and subjects a fearful consciousness of his own mighty importance possessed a
E??;: sl(i l?ng that three heralds had to go on proclaiming his arrival half an hour or 8o
of he e actually put in his appearauce, one beginning where the other had ended out

8heer physical exhaustion. This seems a colossal exaggeration but long names have
not entirely disappeared yet from among us.

Prithivathi. Bhayankara Venkatarangachariar, Chakravartisanthana. Srini-
vasarajagopalachariar, Olagalandaperumal Pillat are strange contrasts to the crowded
consonantal solidity of monosyllabic Anglo-saxon uames, like Judd, Wragg, or Bull.
There is a fashion in names a8 in shirts (Slack shirt etc). It is now the vogue to modify
ah Indian name so as to glve it a foreign sound and look or to curtail it to the slenderest
proportions. K. Gopaul and Varadarajan are metamorphosed into K. C. Paul and
Warden, Devarajan reappears as D. Ryan and Mariyasami masquerades as Marsay.

Pseudonyms are interesting, It is pleasant to let the imagination play upon the
vain efforts and misleading conjectures made by the periwigged gentlemen and powdered
ladies of Queen Anne's reign to identify Isaanc Bickerstaff with  this literary
entity or that, yet all in the presence of laughing Richard Steele. Scott when
a toast was proposed to the author of Waverley convenieutly promised to convey
fhe same tq’hml. Modern writers adopt peculiar pseudonyms. ¢ Politicus’, Historicus'

Voxpopuli’ and ¢ Pro Bono Pubico’ are usually the names assumed by that large hody of
anonymous newspaper correspondents, ¢« Fountain pen’ walking Stich, ¢Barber's Bridge;
and other such pscudonyms are common, *Bot’, ¢ Pax’¢ Alpa’ ¢ Emiricon’ and such
meaningless pseudonyms are not rare, A.B.C., B. B. C, X.Y.Z,, A.AA, T.TK., B.C.G.,
and such others find favour with a few. The rarer sort is a pseudonym appro;;riate to
to our own hot and thirsty climate. Iam sure nobody, not even my very intimate friends

can 'dispover my name if I adopt the hitherto unadopted pseudonym *¢ Rose-Milk and
“ Fruit Salad.”

K. RAJAMANI, 1V. B.A,,
(History.)

Thalattal Thalagta !l

‘.‘Hello'! Is that you Padmini ? Top of the Morning to you. How about coming
seabathing this morning ? I's a lovely day. What! you say you'll grow dark ? Don’t
b(? absurd ! What nousense ! Off course your hair won't fall off, neither will it turn grey.
What do you mean, what will [ wear ?  You will wear a BWimsuit, gilly ! A dark saree,
my foot ! Listen, this is 1957 | Don't be sueh a stick-in-the-mud 1"

T’Yvo‘ years ago my attitude was the same as Padmini's : “Oh ! the water will be
80 c.:old ! blll}dzty is the only day Ican sleep late”” and so on. At last my friends succeed-
ed in persuading me to give good old Neptune’s domain a trial and thanks to them I did
and a whole new world of fun and delight was opened up for me. Since then I have
often wondered why Madras with its beautiful beach and excellent amenities, for sea
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bathing did not attract our young men and women to this exhilarating sport. On a
bright SBunday morning words cannot describe the exquisite delight one can derive
from this ancient sport.

Let me describe a typical Sunday moruing dip in the sea to you. We go to the
beach about seven-thirty, ‘The air is clear a8 crystal and it is indeed a glorious sight to
see the deserted marina. The whole landscapeis suffused with brilliant sunshine. Nor-
mally at such an early hour there is hardly any spume and you can see the harbour
clearly with the large crane in the foreground. The clear atmosphere appears to throw
into sharp perspective all the familiar landmarks ; the light-house, the Presidency
clock-tower and the lovely cathedral spire and to top all this the sparkling sea before you!
Every weekend to my enchanted eyes the sea appears to be of a different hue altogether,
but it is merely the cloud effect on the waters. The best part of it all is when we, girls
arrive at the beach chattering away like magpies, discussing everything under the sun
from moviestars to Anthony Eden’s ‘health.” Then Leela’s costume has to be the laced
up tighter behind, just like Scarlett O’hara in Gone with the Wind. Or else Shanta’s cap is
too tight and everyody tries to bangit down her head at the same time! Then we enter
the water. In December and early January the water is definitely a bit cold, but what
a wonderful, tingling sensation when you brave the cold and plunge in ! One of my most
unforgettable experiences was bathing in a choppy sea while it was raining cats and dogs!
I can vividly recollect the scene with Leela bouncing up and down shrinking with
delight !

I know & number of people would argue saying ‘how can you go seabathing when
you don’t know how to swim. You will get drowned.” That I assure you an absurd argu-
ment for you don’t have to know swimming to enjoy yourself in the sea ! I know nextto
nothing about swimming and yet I enjoy myself. People get drowned when they go
beyond their depths and are carried away by the current. Oh! what a glorious
sengation it is when the wave lifts you up, up and lets you down gently, a marvellous
feeling indeed |

Something I have always admired in the westerners is their ability to get the
maximum fun out of the opportunities offered by nature. Hence it is not surprising in
our city that the regular seabathers are the foreigners. Yet among our people too thero
are one or two regulars. Of late, I have noticed a certain middle-aged Indian gentleman
who has one thing in common with Mr. Nehru, he stands on hig head first on the sands and
then takes his dip in the sea ! Then there is the well-known brawny-chested govern-
ment official who is most regular. Sometime back Isaw a cultural delegation from
Kurope on a visit to Madras having a whole of a good time bathing in the sea. T was in the
water attempting to float on my back. Suddenly I turned and there was a lady from the
delegation clutching the broken strap of her swim-suit with one hand and bravely facing
the breakers. She was so enthusiastic about her seabath that she apparently didn't care
about her busted costume, It was fun watching her antics.

Some of you must have read Rachel Carson’s best-seller, The Sea Around Us’, If
ever there wasa genuine lover of the sea, it's that lady. I am not agking you to
attempt a study of the marvels of the ocean, but merely to appreciate this free
gift of nature, My complexion (such as it is) is still there, and my hair has not yeot
turned grey owing to salt water and in two years’ time I have learned to love ‘the sea
around us.’

(Miss.) SUMANGALI CHETTUR,

III. B.A. (Hons.) Politics,
* The Sea! The Bea!,
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Our Literary Club.

From my very early days I had a strong prejudice against Clubs, and [ think it
was due to my going to the ‘Ladies Club’ with my mother where I found womenfolk of
all classes engaged in discussions which I could neither appreciate nor comprehend. But
1 had the opportunity of being the member of a literary club which I must confess was
entirely different from the Clubs 1 had been to before. The peculiarity of this club was
that it had just a handful of members wha were all men of great literary talent,and their
conversation was on a higher planc than that usually expected at the Clubs. I cannot
exactly say whether I felt superior or inferior in this company but I was mostly a ailent
onlooker of the battle of wits.

The first member of this club was a budding poet. His haggard look and stu-
dious expression showed that the poem he carried with him in his pocket was the result
of strennous lucubration and a lot of mid-night oil. e was quite conscious of the great
poetry he wrote, which of course nobody except himself could understand ; for he wns
carrying on the tradition started by the contemporary poets and had great dreams of his
name being mentioned with that of T. 8. Eliot in the many books of criticism which
would appear after some years. Needless to say, we all respected him for being the
master of such nnunderstandable stuff. Qur poet was always ou the lookout for common
waords used in conversation (that as he explained later was one of the characteristics of a
contemporary poet) to push it in his poetry.

The second member of our reputed club was an essayist. Tue disadvantage
which the essayist suffered was that while our poet carried little bits of paper to
exhibit his piece of art, he had to carry heaps of magazines in which his essays had been
published. I am glad there are no books which published his rejected articles for in that
case he would have hal to engage a baby taxi or at least an autorickshaw every time he
came to the club. The solemu appearance which he had when he entered the Club
made all of us look solemn also and he read even his humorous (supposed to be) bits with
such a golemn air that we did not know whether exactly to laugh or at least smile when
he read his essays. Anyone who looked at him would naturally wonder how such a frail
tenement could hold so strong a spirit. The essayist prided himself on the fact that
he could write a full essay on every particle of dust that had the misfortune to cross
his path.

We had amidst us a mighty debater, one greatly confident of his power of
swaying the public. He could twist any argument though the result was not very pro-
mising. He found in every sentence uttered, a point for a debate. But the most re-
markable characteristic of our debater was his ability to quote Plato and Seneca
probably at the twentieth hand but pass it off as if he took it straight from the
original. In his dress and manner of speech he was a potential twentieth century
American,

A noisy philosopher was the next member of our Club. Not having been a
favourite with ladies in his early days and consequently having had to remoin single all
his life, he had become gnite cynical about the whole sex. His philosophy however
was result of great deal of psychology gleaned from womenkind. But however cynical
he might be, as many good hearted bachelors are, he was not only humorous in himself
but the cause of humour in others also.

Regarding the last mewmber,I could not quite make out whether lie Was an essayist,
poet or an artist, bus he wa3 the oaly m3mhar who coald appreciate tha wit of the entire
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mpany. 'Though the loud explosive laughter which came out of his voice box tended
:3 bg malformed yet it was not artificial.

n exactly at about five in the evening. Qur poet usually gave the
lead byor‘;(glr?gb o?liggne of hisy latest poems, explaining e?ch word and describing the
ovement of each rhythm. But before he could finish his poem, our essayist found a
m allel of his own thought in one of his essays, and of course our debater took up the
uestion whether an essayist could be a poet, and poet an essayist. When the dlscussio.n
%ecame heated, our philosopher gide-tracked the point and m?de every one laugh their
apger out by narrating an episode from his own encounter with a lady when he was
young, and needless to say, our gilent member laughed the loudest.

i isi ture end, by the untimel
¥ sterprising club however came to a prema . v
demil-se’f);1 lzu? poelt). "The sorrow of the other members was 8o great that they could not

go on with the Club anymore,
A. MARY,

V. Hons. Eng. Litl.

My Wrist Watch.

. : . - all in size, chromium plated, and medium
g an ordinary ¢ gem watch, smal e,

dialled . 1It ;s not a vso;ry old one considering that it was presented to me, only ou my
last bir'thd'xy I was assured that it was shock proof, moisture proof, and heat proof;
only—at that time—I did not know that it was repair proof too.

cheerily as usual—that was about four months after

e it—1] felt exactly as a fond mother would feel on the sxcl:mess of her
é?sttart%%l';vearggslhe would euquire for the best doctor and take the baby right away to
hl-m—_I en ;1ir:3d for the best repairer and took my watch to him. Npt unlike some
d:)ct’ors th% charges for the repair, rose in proportion to the costly furniture, fans, and
the general the elegant appearance of the consulting room.

) d was greatly relieved to

week later, I went to take back my watch an Y

find th;E i‘latlfltelyfe?llow ticking away cheerily asin the good old days—,though the watch-
o tor demanded more than & fourth of its original price for its repair.  He assured

gf: t(;:xrat he had replaced many of its parts—the balance staff, mainspring ete., so that

it would never need repair for a couple of years more.

The first time it failed to tick

fterwards, again the trouble started. My little watch never showed

8i ‘lu(fft ﬁfxg (;)[;f};hae movements of its hands. Off, 1 ran to the good repairer and

any (gl d him of his guarantee for a couple of years. He was calm and unperturbed ;
remmdﬁé a majestic turn of his head to signify that I should take my seat, when the
he ma od the case of my watch under his microscope (which, as you know, is a miserable
examilalss) After full five minutes, he looked up and in a tone of surprise, said, <Well,
ey’ 8 'Wrong with the watch. Our repair has been excellent’. *“What?" cried I

?ﬁgﬁ)ﬁf «You mean to say that it is working?”’. “No” said he, still in the tone of g
! .
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aggrieved party ‘‘how can it work? It has been carelessly handled. It has been over-
wound. So, the main spring is gone and the balance staff is twisted. And........."”
“certainly not™ cried I «“I have been very caroful. This could never have........."
+Wait a minute please’’, cut in the repairer quite dramatically, I never said that you
were careless or that you overwound it. Soms one in your absence has done it”’. Now,
against this argument, [ had no reply. I left tho watch with him and returned home,

much like the mother who left her first born as an iupatient after the doctor had
diagnosed an incurable malady in him. )

A week later, [ got my watch back bui I had to pay nearlyya third of its original
price for the repair. The man told me that it would never need repair any more.
Practically, he gave a guarantee—not for one year or two, but for all eternityl. Who
could grudge his repair charges, after such a guarantee !

Hardly two months passed, when one day the good little thing fell sick again. I
wound it, shook it, begged it, but it just would’'nt budge. Again, I ran to my repairer
friend, who welcomed me with a genial smile and listenad patiently with an air of
benevolent boredom to my tale of sorrow. Even my caustic remarks about his guarantee
for all eternity, falling though in two months time, failed to produce any perceptible
impression. He beckoned me to a seat and proceeded calmly about the examination of
my watch. Full ten minutes passed. Then he looked up, smiled a little and said ¢ you
are lucky!”. I8 it 8o ?”" I cried not knowing what to say. * You see "’ continued the
repairer, * the main spring is saved ; only the hair spring is gone and a couple of toothed
wheels are hopelessly twisted—But, itdoes'nt matter » “Why ? How did tt all happen ?
I shouted in utter exasperation. He looked at me like the morciful Divinity
upon an incorrigible sinner aud  said « IHow should [ know ¢ K

tvidently the watch must
have fallen from a good hit of a height—elge, it is impossible to explain so much

damage ingide this . [ sat down dumbfounded. To my knowledge, T knew that it
never fell down. But, how to prove that to him and what purpose would it serve ? So,
once again I left it with him and came back home—this time like that mother, who left

her baby in the operation theatre, though no hopes of its recovery were extended (o her.

A week later, T got back my watch and paid a bill which came
much ag half its original cost. Why then should | repair it any more ?
buy a new watch, But then, how will it solve the problem, if it goes f
month or two, on the pretext of its having fallen being overwound and so on ! [ wondered
if the watch manufacturers and the repairers had entered into a secret agreoment to
cheat honest men like me, and pull out some money from us periodically ! It iy

not a strange coincidence that every selior of wrist watches is also :

a4 repairer !
Hence, I decided to put an end to the earnings of these undesirable people by not using
. 8 wrist watch any more,

up to nearly as
I might as well
or rapairs every

A. MARY,
Vth (Eng. Litt) Hons.

AT
Feminine Fancies

From-the time Eve had a fancy for the apple, there has been nothing but fancies
galore in the feminine world. I presume that Eve justified hex,-' weakness for the appl’e
by telling Adam that ¢ an apple a day keeps the doctor away’. And as was Adam’s
fate, he had to mind his own business. Things have r}ot muqh changod since then.
As women have multiplied it is but natural that men’s worries have also propor-
tionately increased.

I have made the topic I have chosen to write very apparenfl. And as ii my
k tart with an apology. I do not wish to hurt an'ybody, and as is my nature,
;n:zlln 1‘17(:;81‘5, ISIiatlf; (my bre edg:ng’g];ypresllxne). And hence, ladies, dear ]adxgs, sweet ladxeg,
I resunﬁalt)hat ] am pardoned; and if during the course of this article I have Sa}ld
anpthing that is unsuitable to your palate, just forgive thi's fool who has rqshed in,
Wl?ere angels feared totread. I have always thought thrice, a matter of being over-
cauéious whenever I had to write on women, and funnily enough, I have decided in
favour o’f writing. It is like stirring up the hornets’ nest knowing fully well that I am
sting-proof.

Instead of heating about the hush further, let me say what I have to say, a}nd
beat it. Dispite these precautions one can never gness the r_esult. I shall be asking
for too much, if in my arrogance, I think I write anything vyhatsgeveli and get
away with it. Tam prepared to face the consequences, and I say it a bit reluctantly,
hecause what I shall have to face will _be far from being pleasant. Rotten eggs are
most welcome, only, give me previous .notlce', so that I may be on my guard. I hope that
[ can at least expect that much consideration from you. Though my face is not my
fortune, I am not game for some target practice, and in case you do have aﬁy xlvol-m-
caten tomatoes or rotten eggs or any oth‘er lethal weapon in  your 'IElold-a » 1 beg
pardon ma'am, [ mean your handbag, kindly let }t remain there.. here might he
occagions in the future, where you could use the saud arm.arrllents with greater effect.
After all, is’nt the doctrine of peaceful co-existence in the air ?

It is a well known fact that the short cut to a woman’s heart is by a genu}ne
admiration of her dress, or, if it happens to be an 18th century lady—a sincere appraisal
of her carriage. Though a particular lady may be a _vemmble‘ ignoramus in other
fields of activity, she can with uncanuy accuracy detect if there is any f.alsehoo{l or
hyberbolic statement in your remark about her dr'e.\'s. One oqght .t(.) he (hplm‘natlc in
guch cases, and once you have blundered. the PRJ\"leSt way out is sm‘mde. One slip of .the
tongue and the inevitable happens. The.aggressnfe amoung t,hem' will resort to anything
from brickbats to slippers, while the docile ff:w wxl} turn red thl}’ anger and hush to
themselves such phrases as ** How ridiculous™ or **You nincompoop”, or in some extreme
cases shed tears. 1f your comment is accepted, and most of them deserve it, you are the
recipient of a winsome smile, a pat on the back _(us if the remark was the only trgth .to
come out of your mouth), and if you are exceptionally lucky, well, Jet us not mention it.

Thore who generally get on well with ladies will realise that they do not get no
quite as well with the lady’s father or her husband for tl'le simple reason that a lot of
money is drained on milady’s clothes. If you get a Slmple from a lgdy, merely on
the reason that you complimented her on her lz}test creation, you will jolly well‘get a
frown from her father or her husband, de}.)endmg on ,who wastes the_money. _'lhose,
who, once upon a time did praise a particular lady’s dress regret it later, in case
crue] fate made them husband and wife.
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Strange things are happening in the world now-a-days, but stranger things are
occuring in the feminine world. On the one hand politicians, social reformers and
other rational creatures are trying to rack their brains to find a solution to the
economic problem all over the globe, while on the other hand, a huge chunk of the
nation’s economy iy going waste to please the ever fickle tastes of Modern Eve. They
believe that God made them a little less beautiful than they actually deserved to be, and
hence to make up for the deficit they madly rush to the nearest cosmetic parlours,
shampoo saloons, or invade cloth shops. Women generally have no second thoughts (1
wonder if they have any to start with) and so if anything catches their fancy, they will
go and get it, come what way. Baby might huve to forgo his foods, or hubby his
necesgities, but the lady will have her way. For all that you know, the article on which
she will be 80 lavish (since it is someone else’s money) will be of the nature of an
ear-ring or noge-ring or some such ridiculous paraphernalia. No wonder therefore that a
man must be an eternal pauper.

There are three phases in a woman's life. One third of their life is spent in
talking, the other third in spending, and the last phase in dressing. A man’s life is
spent thus ; one third in listening, another third in earning, and the remaining third in
toleration. From the cradle to the grave, women must talk. A dumb woman is almost
unimaginable. If they exist they are freaks of nature. They do not need any reason
whatsoever to talk. Once the tongue has beguu its activity there is no hint of its
gettiug some rest. And as regards spending, they can spend all that we have earned in
a matter of minutes. And there is no accounting for that. The loss said about dressing
the better, for their dressing is a full-time occupation, as they need only tweuty-four
hour’s notice to get ready to witness a dog show !

And talking of make-up, they literally make up for all they were not fortunately
endowed with. Some goto the extent of wanting a metamorphosis by means of
cosmetics. The less nanturally handsome, the more the aids required. It all depends
on the degree of beauty. The object of face powders, I believe, is just to stop perspira-
tion and make the face non-oily and besides it may serve the purpose of accentuating
the complexion. Dark coloured women, instead of dabbing the power on theskin geem
to have coatings and layers of that dusty chalk powder on their faces. I am also told
that powders should have a foundation (seems to me that they are building a
superstructure on the face). The foundation is the cream. Over the powder,
the rouge is dabbed for those ladies who cannot blush naturally. 1f their cheeks
are pink, they need something green round their eyes, something maroon
on their lips, something black on their heads and so on and so forth. They need
eyebrow-darkeners ; eyelid-brighteners, eyelash curlers, nose-polishers, lip reddeners,
teeth-whiteners etc., etc. The only things that they do not need are tongue-sharpeners.
I am confining myself to the female physiognomy, or else there would e a never
ending list.

The funny thing about women is that they do not want to be what they are.
Twelve-stone ladies want to be gracious on the scales. It beats me. Thin ladies want
to fatten, short ladies want to shoot up, and tall ladies try to get ttubby. Upward
or downward, backward or forward or side ward, they all have one ambition, the
perfect figure. Any amount of rigorous dicting or vitamin pills can only take
those-few extra pounds away but it canunot in my case bring the 225 pound women
to a modest 112 1 | After all they got fat like nobody's business and let them repent,

The fuss that females make over their clothes can bring about a total nervous
breakdown in their husbands. A couple of centuries back women were more or loss
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{ike hour-glasses, with the whale-bones doing’a whale of a work. There were layers
and layers of clothing on the feminine torso and looked more like dolls on a shop-
window. That was the state of affairs in the days of great grandmother.  And if by
chance, a grandma of the centuries gone by could appear on the twentieth century scene,
ghe would either commit suicide or promptly die of heart failure. Those fantastic
fashion parades have turned many a grandmother in her grave. A two-piece swimsuit
would send our grannies running for their smelling salts, while some of their latest
creations would be considered blasphemy by them. There is nothing like the old

times. -

Let us not talk mnch about the past. The women of our country have given the
world a new type of feminine apparel. It is called the sari. The leng_th ranges any-
thing trom 5 yards to fifteen yards, depend.mg on who wears it. The sari has caused a
furore in Eve's world, B0 much so that it has pecome 'extremely fashionable, and in
keeping with the latest vogue if ope dons a sari even inthe West. The sari; besides
serving the purpose of an outer garment, can be so manipulated as to be of utility in
ether ways as well. Loose change ean be tied at its corners. _It can be used to strangle
people ; to fan oneself, or as a handbag. The sari is a thx'ug that jis never stitched
and thus saves the tailor of any curse whatsoever. T}:}e sari can be of any material,
ranging from gunny bag cloth to muslin. The former is rather convenientin summer

and the latter in spring,

Modern Eve'’s eraze for the sari knows no bounds. They are mad about it. T'hoge
who take to it newly complain of a certain sense of insecurity as tho wearing of the
sari does not involve buttons or tapes or any other visible means of support. It just

"hangs on, a8 it were ; while the novice can be be noticed having pins and brooches at

strategic points. Those who are brave experin}enters‘just don the sari and, hope for the
best. Transparent, transluscent, or opaque saris—saris are saris, and they are a must
for the ¢ femme fatale.’ :

Another important piece of garment that accompanies the sari is the jacket or
blouse or choli (very suble distinctions among these). The elite among whom the
gaudily dressed women are the majority, and are featured in the fashion-weekly
journals are the most vain creatures on the earth. There is no better compliment that cau
be paid to a woman then if she is described having worna champagne coloured choli—
with mirrors inlaid on the sleeves and a dreamy blue chiffon saree with an exquisite
gold border. As fashion proceeds, the shape of the choli assumes funny dimensions.
The latest choli, as far as my knowledge goes, is backless, shoulderless, and sleeveless
(I wonder what is left of the poor choli). The neck lines has nothing to do with the
covering of the neck and so does the waist lines. Socialite women are generally dainty,
charming, pretty or petite, having about them a princesslike gait. They dont walk ; they
generally sail with their nostrils high up in the air. Young maids of 40 and above are
still supposed to be in their sweet twenties. They generally are pleasant—mannered
and as hostesses each one of them is unsurpassable. Their hairde’s if seen in some
remote corner of Africa would have been considered barbaric. They don’t know whom
they are hurting. As guests, these women resort to third helpings as well, because they
fully realise that they can never cook that particular dish which tickled their palate. A
game of canasta or rummy suits them, while bridge being rather a game of brains is
rarely played among their group. Most of the time in a party, whether it be a cocktail
or a hen’s party, a group of women ranging from 18 to 48 they are supposed to seem
so much alike) generally discuss their respective (husbands or fiancees—whas
a darling Mr. X is, or how Mr. Y gets on so well with the young ladies of the club, or
or how successful Mr. Z is in business, and that the poor soul comes tired after 12 hours

1
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of ¢ work” at office. The mothers among them wax eloquent ahout their respective
babies, and how Tunny or Pinky or Bully won a prize at the recent baby show, or how
the little darling hates his baby foods and hence is getting weak.

_ 1tis one endless programme of yikketty-yak. Gossips are welcome, and if some-
one in t'he higher circles leaves the town on either a transfer or a quit notice, all
their friends miss them very much and get nostelgic about the wonderful parties that
the couple gave. Any purse-respucting human being cannot think of spending so much
in these hard-up days, but who knows, the I. T. officer might be a regular invitee to
these parties.

Very few of these moderns are acquainted with the culinary art. And those who
are novices need every possible elestric device to prepare breakfast for their husbands,
and despite all this mechanical assistance, the result is a pair of charred toasts, insipid
coffee and overboiled eggs. Their cooking is a very systematic way of poisoning.
They do it acoording to the recipe. If other means of poisoning fai{o women
take to cooking. They let the ayah take care of the children, with an occasional *¢ have
your breakfast darling’’ or * Take care darling, you will catch a cold.” And these very
women will talk their hats off when it comes to the topic of children—that they are
Newtons or Einsteins ; Bach or Menuhin in the making. -

There are ever 8o many fancies that to list them would be a lifetime’s task. Just
consider driving. If Daimler had foreseen that dames were going to bandle his machine,
he would never have invented it. As lady drivers are on the increase, so are the
a.c?ident.s. The other day an accident occurred on a busy thoroughfare because a lady
driver signalled that she was turning right and did turn right ! ! They never admit that
they have been wrong, it is always the other car that swerved into hers, and that
man cannot explain, for in most cases he is a dead man, and dead men tell no tales.
Women drivers drive normally, and all on & sudden a tree comes in front of their car
from nowhere.

I think I have said enough. As it is I have invited trouble in almost every line
of my article. This was only a saga of that species of human beings—the unfair sex.
Most of you, I am sure, do not fall under this category, and hence you don't have to
feel sour about it. Those who are guilty, I am sorry for them. I did not intend to say
8o much, but since it has been said, I have no conscience to bother me. After I you have
read this do not start on a nation-wide hunt for me, and stick gruesome posters such as
 Wanted. Dead or alive——Reward ; a smile” I bet you will not he able to find me,
a8 I intend to flee to some lonely island, which I hope will be out of your jurisdiction.
If you wish to see me hanged, kindly sent me the rope by post ; I shall save you the
trouble of hanging me, by doing it myself. '

P. SHYAMSUNDAR, RAO,
PG IL Eng. Iit.,
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Abdullah Ben Rahman
(With profound apologies to Leigh Hunt)

Abdullah Ben Rahman (May his tribe increase)
Returned one day from the College ill at ease,
And sat within the four walls of his room,
Fretting and fuming like a horse without groom ;
There he stayed long biting his nails,
Wondering what to do in case he fails;
Till he noticed with an astonished look, -

* The presence of an Angel writing in a book,
« What writest thon ”” Ben Rahman asked.
« The names of those who have passed,”
Quoth the Angel with a sweet smile,
« Is mine one in the file ”'?
« Nay, not so,” the vision replied,
« I pray thee, then,”” Abdullah cried,
« Write me as one who was in attendance regular,
A Feat among students, so rare and singular.”
The Angel wrote and vanished. The next night,
It came again with a brighter light,
Showed the names the Principal had blest,
And lo ! Ben Rahman's name led all the rest.

S. M. PASHA, IV. B.A. (History)




How not to Write Poetry.

Whither are you fled my poetic muse?
I have dire need of thee ;

You must set off my mind’s fuse,

For me to write poetry.

All that I need is inspiration

To write a lovely lyric,

And with the necessary perspiration,
Shove it on the public. ’

This nonsense of an octave and sestet,
Or a set of three quatrians

Followed by a silly rhyming couplet,
Is too much on my braina.

An epic i8 much of a dignified babble,
I have no paradise to lose ;

What if Eve ate the forbidden apple,
And Adam got the abuse.

To write an elegy, I am yet too raw,
I can’t get sentimental,

E’en if the death of my m'-in-law,
Were purely accidental.

«¢ Vers libre’ is by far the best,
As every poet will agree ;
‘What is not prose or any of the rest
Ought to be poetry,

P. SHYAMSUNDAR RAO,

P. G. I Eng. Lit.,

The Desecrated Shrine.

Evening’s breeze still and cold

Blew from the east,

Caressed me round as I stood

On the bridge 5

Rippled the flowing water below

That gleamed and shone

And lavished a glorious splendour
” Of Gold— _

Burnished, liquid, dazzling gold,

Rich parting bounty

To the world bequeathed

By the dying sun

Sinking to rest in the west.

Leaning over the parapet

I mused )

Lost in thought half—conscious,

Beanty—drunk, )

Worshipful as at a shrine ;

When:

Harsh grating heels on the pavement,

The chatter of loud voices

Shattered the vision : _

The fat, dark betel-chewing business-man

Came up by my side

And spat o

The blood—red liquid

Over the wall

On to the molten gold that stretched

Up to the sun

Kissing the waves.

« Blasphemer !

Sacrilege 1”

I almost cried ;

But the buses and cars,

Carts and cycles and men and women

Passing and repassing

On the lamp-lit road,

Restored me te reality and the world

1 repressed utterance and tarning with a sigh

Walked away _
From that desecrated ghrine.

V. RAMAMURTI, V. Hons. Eng. Litt
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54 «“To Eat Or Not To Eat!”

(Extract from the Famous Soliloquy of Gourmand,

Last Limericks. the Prince of Gluttons).

There was a young professor of Lit,
Who thought of himself quite a bit,
When Bhakespeare some how

Was proved a Marlowe

He swore and he died in a fit.

So cultured is the sensitive plant,

1t can tell a slow waltz from a chant
If yon still have a doubt

Ask a girl guide or scout

Or a Botany Graduate,—~you Ignorant !

Perfumes of Arabia, spangles of gold,
Crystals most beautiful to behold.
Nothing ever drab,

Is found in the Chem Lab,

Even the attenders are impudently bold !

Psychologists view the human mind
In an aspect, not wholly unkind.

If by chance you're original

You're either abnormal ‘
Or of a lineage—the best of its kind.

Eaclid and Calculus are not for our kind
Binomials and secants form but the bitter mind,
The sweet kernel within

Teaches one to begin.

On the ethics and philosophy of mankind.

SHANTA SARANGAPANI,
III. Hons. Botany.

«To eat, or not to eat: that is the question :
Whether tis noble to eat and grow fat

With a portly paunch and expanding chest,

Or leave off eating and ¢ gin reducing

The girth and 'breadth ? to eat : to sleep;

No more ; and by eating we live to eat

More and more of that delicious stuff

That vulgars call the ‘food’, and by eating

We sleep to avoid the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, ‘tis an occurrence
Devoutly to be wish’d, To eat, to sleep;

To sleep! purchance to dream! ay, there’s the fun;
For in that sleep of rest what dreams may come
When we have forgotten our daily drudge

Must g've us joy : there’s the fun

That makes drudgery of our daily lives;

For who would go to office or college

To labour, to sport and even to eat

Wer't not for the happy consummation.

To sleep | Who would even gorge tasty food
Delicious dishes, cooled drinks or hot tea

But for the sweet joy of on-coming sleep,

That oft-travers'd blessed land from whose bourn
No traveller ever returns unsatisfied,

Salves and soothes the injuries of life,

And makes us rather bear those ills we have
Than ever lose the chance of a sound sleep.
Thus sleep does make us patient of those ills
That, else, would have compell’d braver men
To choose the easier path of suicide.

MOOSA RAZA

1V, B.A. (Hons) Eng.

Litt
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Epistle To Mr. K. R. Venugopal.
¢ On the state of students in College "’

Awake, my Venu, leave all meaner things

To unworthy flirts and the platform kings,

Let us, since there is leisure, take a view

Of a great many fools among the wiser few.

We'll take a walk round the College to-day

To see what they do and hear what they say.
Thou seest many young men picely dressed,.
Their collars stiff and their pants newly pressed.
They walk the corridors with heavy treads

With their bulging pockets and empty heads,—
They loaf round the corners with jaunty styles
Their faces contorted with shallow smiles ;

Not that they feel any joy underneath

But to show to the world their Colgate—teeth !
Their initialled belts round their dwindling waists
Serve but to show,their degenerate tastes.

And some put on, a8 fashion, plain glasses

And look no more pretty than blind asses.

But gome who have real lenses in the frame

« By study we have hurt our eyes ’ they claim—
They look down with contempt with those who read
For they come to College but to smoke and feed.

Ask them some question | They but * ha ™ and ¢ hem ™

For their skulls are filled, not with brains—but phlegm !
These fops often frequent the Powell zone

Some to see beaunty, some to show their own.
Leaning on rails, they gaze every where

And bestow on all who pass a hovine stare ;
Shrug their shoulders, grimace, grip the bars

And act as if they were Hollywood stars.

And some for the College elections stand

With promises for treats your votes demand :
Surprised, you'll see these former deafs and mutes
Confound you with profuse hourly salutes.

They beg, they grovel, they cringe and they crawl,
But gently they squeeze out the votes of all !
There is another species of these fools

Which never follows any fixed rules.

These to College functions often repair

Not for the lectures but for barking there.

Such meetings often become perfect hells

With their jeers, screams and infurnal yells.

Each speaker is greeted with growls and boos

Of a pack of howling hyenas, let loose.

They’re immune alike to advice or threats

Which fall useless on their asinine heads.

To such tragic depths are we now fallen ;

We dare not show our heads to other men,
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We have forgotten our great traditions,

Our Radhakrishnans, our C. V., Ramans !

Our corridors echo with the silent tread

Of many a great man alive or dead.

Does not, from the walls, each distinguished name
Ory out to us in wrath ¢ O Shame ! O Shame ?”
Wake up, Venu, and show to everyone

That thou art a student first, a gentleman 1}
Discard these garments of ignorance and shame
And obtain with honour a respected name.

Stand up like a brave man for all to see

And say ¢+ This is the Man of Presidency .

MOOSA RAZA
I1V" B. A. (Hons) Eng. Lang & Litt.

Within the Cupboard.

Mr. Beaker moved rather uneasily in his place and began t0 murmur something.
On careful introspection, with conscious repugnance, he found that there were marks and
scratches all over his body and that he was no longer beautiful and handsome. When he
was fresh to the cupboard he was incomparably beautiful and he used to adjust grace-
fully his collar and often shoot amorous glances at Her, not without any positive response!
and lo! now he was disfigured and his grief was beyond words. He even thought of
putting an end to his none too interesting life by breaking down suddenly.

“Without my help”, begun Mr. Beaker, ‘my master knows very well that he
cannot carry out his experiment ; yet he treats me very badly. S8ee how I have changed,
all my elusive-charm and enviable superiority have gone.” :

~

Mr. Watchglass just laughed at him and said, My dear pir, you are an unadulte-
rated fool, you and I are meant for something useful, and nobody can remain a youth
throughout his life : and......... ”

«Stop your nonsense ! No more of your damned sentiments | My point is that T am
not treated well despite the fact that I am indispensable. And my master knows it that
I play a most important part in any experiment.”

“Ag if we aren’t ? It seems you lose your head as you grow old 1" noted
Mr. Watchglass with a wink of his eye.

: “swMr, Burette jumped in and eaid, ‘“Don’t be foolish, Mr. Beaker...... .."’

+-:~ ¢You are & fool | Your ancestors were fools | Your master is a fool ! Not I. Mind
your business. I am not prepared to hear you™.

Mr. Burette was not at all hurt. He continued : “My point is that I am meost
important and without me there cannot be any experiment | Why experiment ? Even
chemistry !’

8
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Mr. Beaker beéan to laugh holding his sides, *You sir ! How beautiful you are !
Full of marks and scratches (they call it gradaations) and yet you maintain that you are
beautiful and indispensable’, shouted Mr. Beaker at top of his voice.

“What a fool you are ! Don’t you know that beauty has nothing to do with
utility. In fact they do not go hand in hand. The mere fact that I am provided with a
separate closet in the cupboard and a separate stand to support me......... ”

Mr. Beaker interrupted and remarked, that ‘indicates that you cannot stand on
yonr own legs,”” and began to grunt.

Mr. Beaker felt very disturbed at this caustic remark and he was about to dash
his adversary down by force.

At this critical moment Mr. Pipette entered the scene with an air of importance
and majesty. He began, *How absurd it is to hear you talk | You do not seem to realise
my importance. I play an active role in each and every experiment. There is nothing
without me. I am indispensable and most important.”

Instantly they heard a jingling noise from the sideshelf. It was Mr. Flask
Standard. He came down with his brothers and sisters from the shelf and joined the
others in the conference.

«What is wrong with you ? What made you laugh ?"" asked Mr. Pipette.

«Why sir ? All disproportion is a cause for laughter. Is it not ? No doubt you are
ugeful: but......... "

«No more of your ‘buts’ ! Don’t open your dirty mouth,” pricked Mr. Pipette
who was very much disturbed by Mr. Flask’s attack. This added fuel to the fire and
Mr. Flask continued, You are nothing without me ! In any experiment the first part
consists in making up the solution. I help my master in this. Does it not indicate that
1 am most important in all experiments ?”’

Everyone was lost in amazement. Mr. Beaker was the first to break the grave
silence. e impatiently kicked the floor and moved to the centre slowly with one leg,
holding the aching other in his arm. He begun, «All right, dear friends let us not
co-operate with our boss | For my part I shall retain the precipitate while transferring.”

«Oh! Oh! Mr. Watchglass began to laugh.” But there is the ‘policeman’ to
arrest the precipitate and......... "

_ . At the mention of the word ‘policeman’ Mr. Beaker felt uncomfortable, but he
considered the ‘policeman’ as his adversary responsible for the marks and scratches
all over his body.

They all disputed, quarrelled, abused, cheated and tricked one another.

“Oh ! Do be quiet,” said Mr. Wash Bottle, who had heard this sort of thing very .

often before. *‘None of you could get on without the other, In every experiment 1 play
an important vole, yet I don’t boast of it.” *

«8o you have become a Sanyasi, eh 7"’ others remarked bursting into a sardonic
jpughter.

But Mr. Wash Bottle, the old stomach (it had no head, you see) was quite un-
affected by those jesting allusions but continued philosophically, «Friends ! Haven’t you
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you heard of the familiar adage, ‘every one thinks his own geese swans’ ? It is a pardon-

able human weakness. But at the same time we cannot rise against our boss. We must
do what we are meant to do. And......... ”

Before he finished his words, others rushed at him with top speed and gave him a
terrible blow right on his stomach and out came the water (the substitute for blue!)
They tumbled over each other pell—mell in appalling of confusion and in the clash
they lost their individualities in a great wilderness of glass.

«The gegne waa one of absolute horror—there was no language to express or des=-
eribe it—no word of hope or comfort to lighten the blackness of despair and loss.”

The next morning there appeared a memo in the notice hoard :  *

«8ri. Kumaraswamy is hereby informed that he has to pay R. 20/- on or before...
for the breakage of the following apparatus........c.cccecicniiiiiainniiinn '

........................

POOR ME !!!

8, KUMARASWAMI,
B. Sc. (Chem.)

India’s Decimal Coins.

A new chapter will be added to the history of our country from April 1 of this
year for from that day we are going to have new coins based on the decimal system.

Now we are having 64 pice in a rupee and under the new gystem we are going to
have 100 pice and instead of the fractions of a rupee a8 half rupee, 1 annas, 2 annas,
1 anna and half anna we shall have new denominations that is 50, 25, 10, 5 and 2 pice
which will be called Naya Paisa. When these Naya Paisa come into circulation they will
revolutionise the economic set up of Indian life and affect the rich and poor.

The proposal of switching over the Indian currency to the. decimal system is not
quite new. It was proposed earlier when India was under British rule. Long before
this proposal, as early as March 1851 the \ssay Master of the mint of Fort 8t. George,
Madras had suggested the idea of issuing a zinc coin representing the hundredth part of
an anna as a substitute for a pie, and another coin as one fifth of an anna for the three
pie pieces. But unfortunately the Madras mint was abolished and 8o his suggestions

could not be utiliged.

In the 16th century A. D. Mughal emperors like Alkbar issued coins based on the
pentanic system. In this case the sub-multiples were based on five as follows.

Pentanic system.

Jita] was the lowest coin in copper.
5 Jitals made 1 Tanki.
10 Jitals made Do-tanki.
20 Jitals made chan-tanki.
25 Jitals made Dem.
50 Jitals made 1 Tanka (in copper) or 1 Suki (in silver).
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100 Jitals made 1 Dasa
-1 Dasa i8 equivalent to 1/10 of a rupee.
200 Jitals made 1 Panj. / P
1 Panj is equivalent to 1/5 of a rupee.
1000 Jitals or 5 Panjas made one rupee.

This pentanic.system of Akbar was not his own. He took this system from
his ancestors and re-introduced it during his reign with suitable modifications. 25 Jitals
and 10 Jitals are mentioned along with other coins among the list of coins of Firoj
-Tughluq. 50 Jital coin was current in the time of Muhammad Tuglug. +

) The actual decimal system of coinage is mentioned in the Brahmanas, in Vedic
literature written in 800 B. C. of a ocoin named Satamana that is a coin of 100 units.
Its name suggests that the coins in that period were based on the decimal system. We
are also having some silver coins which weigh 100 ratis and they were current from
fifth to first century B. O. These silver coins were found in Taxila.

Thus the history of decimal coins in India can be traced back as early as eighth
century B. O. Attempts were made to introduce but every time the attempts to make
the decimal coins popular failed. Now our Indian Government is going to introduce this
new decimal coin system, and in order to introduce and popularise this new system
(100 Naya Paisa is equal to 1'Rupee) mints in Calcutta and Bombay which are, the
biggest mints in the world are working day and night. !

S. SANKARA REDDI,
IV B. Se. (Zool).
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Revelation.

A red streak of light in the east did glow

That drove from bed the dream of starry night.
And to awaken this earth the trumpets did blow
Thus to proclaim the coming of glorious light
The sun, who still in stumber lay with delight
And dreamt of his innumerable lovers

_The sun-dial, the Poppies, red and bright

The Lotus and the other enchanting flowers,
Till at length he rose and peeped at earthly towers.
\
He sent his rays to all the delighted flowers
To flirt with them and dewy kisses shed ;
Some rested and mused beneath the bowers
Some on the dew on the grass found their bed
Some others on the sweet dripping honey fed
Since they had—poor things—no one to make love to
And hence to such love pensiveness were wed ;
Rut one mischievous thing having nothing to do
Thro’ the window came, and waking me spoilt iy dreams too. '

In fury I looked at it but it did only smile

And 1, deprived of all my splendrous dreams.
Cursed the mischeivous little thing awhile,

But them rose up to see the glorious beams

Going about their work of awakening in teams
And thus bringing to earth the new born day

With all its bliss, or perhaps sorrow as it seems

To one ailing from the malady of love—nay

The new born day with all its charm make me gay.

Filled with joy I set forth to eye the earth,

With its wonderous beauty and charming hue,
Beautiful is the red rose bud of new birth,

Sparkling on the green velvet grass lies the dew

The smiling flowers with wonder 1 view

The Golden rays, Itsee, pierce the misty veil

The white clouds sail smoothly against the blue

Of the sky, which losing ite stars seems to wail

Oh nature | that showeth unto me such loveliness, hail !

The Snowy pinnacles shone brightly forth

The green valleys afforded a soothing gight.

The flowing brook slowly murmered forth

The rippling pond shimmered in the Golden light.
The birds sang melodiously in their happy flight

The leaves rustled, the wind sighed in ecstasy

The brooding south from the flowers brought delight ;
If I and my love by means of a queen conspiracy
Could become the bee and the flower-what Fantasy |
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But hark ! how came I to be 8o gloomy and sad

I viewed with seeming delight all this

And many more but joy nor peace have [ had ;

It appeared to me that something wuas truly amiss
Which had poisoned my pleasure and bliss

There was something lacking, something hollow

Which when enjoying the earthly heauty I miss;

I mused for long, then the truth fell like a blow

It was thee I miss’d—It was theo I longed for, Oh love !

D. DORAI RAJ.

Dept. of English.
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The International Geophysical Year.

The need to know something about the earth we areliving in, and to know it fully,
has considerably increased in modern times. The seasonal climatic and other physical
conditions of different parts of the world greatly influence man’s economy, and it is
only appropriate that an effort to study the various physical forces which have a
besring on man’s life is undertaken with keen interest.. This study must
necessarily be carried out ona world wide scale because conditions changes from place
to place and because such changes are not abrupt. Moreover, a scientist engaged in the
‘study of meteorology, the ocean or the isnosed regions of the upper atmosphere will
necessarily have to co-ordinate his results with thoge obtained from other parts of the
world. This collective enterprise has many difficulties and one can easily imagine how
much organisation and inter-communication such an investigation would demand.
Further the difficulties are considerable where the polar regions are involved. We cannot
ignore them as these are found to influence very much the world’s weather, earth’s
magnetism and the Aurora. Previously there were two expeditions into the north
polar regions in 1882-83 and 1932-33, intended for this kind of study and very
remarkable data were obtained. Considering these and also the many recent deve-
lopments in the geophysical appliances, the scientists of the world have concluded
that itis high time a third international venture is organised to probe into the secrets of
the many terrestrial phonomena which have not hitherto been studied and possibly use
the probable results for future planning and guidance.

The sustenance of mankind and other living things on the surface of tho earth
entirely depends upon the ¢ continued good behaviour’ of the Sun. Many of the terres-
trial phenomena are closely associated in someway or other with the events of the sun,
The Sun is responsible for the circulation of the atmosphere, the ocean currents, growth
and decay of glaciers, the magnetic storms and the aurorae. Although theactual inter-
relationship is still unknown, it is found beyond doubt that these are affected by the
Sun-spot activity. Sunspot activity follows a cycle, the period between two maxima
being about 11 years. It is learnt that this solar activity will be the highest in a
maximum, for a period of 18 months from July '57 to Dec. ’58. It is but reasonable
that the abovesaid international venture is scheduled to take place during this period.
Scientific investigations are planned to be carried out during these months, on different
lines in all places of the world from North pole down to the Antartic. This period
which will have the utmost importance in the history of science is called the ¢ Inter-

national geophysical year.

Investigations are proposed to be carried out in meteorology, geomagnetism, Aurora
and airglow, ionosphere, Cosmic rays, longitudes, latitudes, glaciology, oceanog: aphy,
seismology and gravity. Meteorological observations at greater attitudes and at m 'ny
places on the globe represent amajor programme on the I.G.Y. (International geophysical
year) plan. Many new meteorological stations are .platjmed to be launched in all
places of the world including polar regions. Dgtermmatlon of the wind conditions,
temperatures and humidity at higher altitudes will be done. The distribution of ozone,
and water vapour and the distribution of the atmosphere in hoth the hemispheres will
be closely studied. The results of thes: investigations will probably have imme-
diate practical value as they will guide air navigation and help long weather forecusts.
It is also speculated that they will help to a great extent control of climate which would
improve the economy of certain countries. .

The Earth is a small planet in the galaxy but it is .complex. Its potentialities are
enormous and its resources vast, Its magnetism is one of its many resources, and it helps
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man and guoides him in air and sea navigation. The geomagnetic properties are closely
related to the sunspot activity. Magnetic storms increase when solar-activity increases,
Investigations concerning the magnetic properties of the earth are also included in the
I1.G.Y. programme. Nearly one hundred stations, to study the geomagnetic properties,
are going to operate during [.G.Y. and many of them, will be installed in the Antarctic
and the equatorial region. Magnetic recordings at high attitudes will also take place and
these might possibly establish whether the currents, which cause the reduction of the
horizontal field, are located in the ionosphere or in outer space.

A study of the ionosphere, a region at high altitudes which contains many layers
of stuffed ions and electrons and which makes the modern radio communication possible,
was fully undertaken in the *Second International Polar Year of 1932-33. The ionisation
at higher altitudes is found to be controlled by the solar activity and a study of the
ionosphere during 1. &. Y., it is predicted, will be very helpful for understanding
the breakdown of long distance radio communications. Rockets will replace the balloons
which were in use for determining the physical conditions at high altitudes. France
and America are contributing much for rocket studies. The number of installations
intended for this study will be increased and places like the Antartic wherefrom practi-
cally no ionospheric information has yot been gathered, will be provided with a number
of such installations, Apart from the fundamental measurements of ionospheric
density that would be made, absorption of radio waves of various frequencies will also be
studied. The application of this to radio communication is more than obvious.

Investigation of the aurorac and the air-glow is another important aspect of
research in I.G.Y. It is found that, in places having high magnetic latitudes, the night
gky is illaminated to a finite extent. These illumivations are found to be associated
with disturbances of the Sun and arc supposed to be due to the oxcitation caused by the
bombardment of the atmospheric atoms by solar corpuscular streams. An ondeavour to
establish the relationship between the occurence of aurorac aund the disturbances of the
Sun is proposed. In addition to this, there is another high atmosphere luminosity called
the air-glow. This is emitted all over the world. Photographic recordings and speoto-
graphic measurements of the aurora and air-glow will be made during the LG.Y. It is
thought—may be it iy an outright speculation—that it might be possible fo illuminate
the sky during night time at places where these are found to occur.

Seientists have discovered that om carth is continuously getting radiations from
where we do not know. Almost all nations of the world ave intensely preoccupied with
the study of these ‘cosmic rays’ and it is thought that a special international study
would throw much light upon the quality of these rays and on their ovigin. A study of
the intensity of cosmic rays on a world wide scale will bo conducted during the 1L.GR.Y.,
with standard instruments like a ‘counter telescopo (Ordinary Goigher Muller counters
arranged in coincidence) for the high energy part of the spectrum, and a neutron pile
monitor for the low energy region. The results of these investigations would clarify
the obscurity regarding the mechanism of formation of these particles, would probably
reveal the apparent secret as to where we got these rays from, and would give us an
idea.

A thorough study of the glaciers of the world which control the world's weather is
also proposed during [.G.Y. It i8 a blessing that these glaciers do not melt appreciably.
If even a fraction of the polar in-cap begins to melt, most of the land will bhe inundated.
It is found that due to the gradual but slow melting of the glacires, tho sea level increases
by about 4" in a century.
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dy of the various oceans is also given its due place, during the 1.G.Y. Deter-
minati(;ltxl E:)ti? tlZe water currents in oceans and also their salinity in one line of research
roposed. The effective temperature changes of the waters due to the melting of glaciers
svillpalso be studied and these data, it is thought, will be beneficial to the fishing industry
which is as important to the living men as the cultivation of virgin lands.

tades and latitudes to the geographer and to the ordinary
lobe, needs no mention. Annual variations Ent liheulx lt)g
riations are thought to be due to slight tilt of the glo

hav.ez beerigzea?g:é}fdb? 11%:;: saf.airV ?lispla.cements of its surface. Longitudes and l‘atit.udes
OT}ﬁ ;eaxrecisély determined during I1.G.Y. Beside these, Seismological observations are
:i;o intg)nded to be carried out during I.G.Y. The appreciable losses in human llt:(:S
and other things which the earthquakes cause in differeut parts of the ?vorld neces&sll1 be

thorongh study. of the conditions which cause their occurence. This study will be
; d 'tak:;n dul-iné 1.G.Y. Though the havoc caused by these ‘quakes cannot be full.}7
Bz}e\?énted a great number- of human lives could be saved by the forecasts of their

’

occurrence.

The importance of longi
man in locating places on the g

o least, is the expedition to Antarctic which will be a major

cheduled to take place daring 1.G.Y. Russia, Britain, America

. ; articipate in the proposed Antartic
other nations have come forwarl fo participate in the prop

22(16(;1“5)?’ Different nations are going to install different stations throug_hout the

Atftarchic and these will operate in full swing for the study of its many geophysical secret.

As has been previously mentioneld these people will have an hard time and a tough job

to perform during the whole of L.G.Y.

Last, but not th
enterprise of the kind, s

It is clewr that the study of the geophysical secrets proposed during tl'xe period
betwaen July’ 57 to Dec’ 38 i8 a gigantic endeavour undertaken on a world-wide scale.
The scientists all over the world have given more response than it was expgcted' from
them. The success of the enterprise should necessarily result in a revolution in our
understanding the many geophysical influences on the earth and the results, as should be

expected, will be of much benefit to all the peoples of the world.

10-1-57. G. BALASUBRAMANIAN,
' Demonstrator in Physics.
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Presidency 1999

The old order changeth yielding place to new ; “Kalammari Pochu’'-—So they sny.
I predict that the Law of Imitation would have reached its zenith in 1999 and that
Presidency College will then be dominated by lady students and Profs. who will
be indistinguishable from their ‘worse - halves’ were the latter to suddenly turn
up in 1999,

The Lady Prof, of Moonalogy ogled hehind her red goggles; her Mount Kverest
hairdo (considered oll fashioned in that year) was balanced precariously on a slightly
balding head; a pair of neon bulb earrings swung non-chalantly while the olectric
“flowers” adorning the hairdo shone on and off rhythmically. The girls in the class paid
anything but attention to her lecture-how could they ; when the Programme on their
‘baby’ television sets, (concealed behind the desks,) was La Monroe (20 yrs. 644 mths)
demoustrating the latest Yul Buynner hair Jdo for girls ?

Bus No. 13 literally crawled through Zam Bazaar to afford the passengers the
lencfit of the varied bad smells of the place—thereby increasing the amount of ‘con-
sumers’ surplus for a ticket worth only 3 as. and poor Navamani—the only boy in his
class—waus late. He hesitated sheepishly at the uorstep of his cluss. To onter (and bo
humiliated) or not to enter (and miss his lessons) was the question of the moment.
Hereulos it is true, traversed the most intricate mazes to kill dragong or win Maidens, but
he wou'd have winced—even if he had been promised an Atom Bomb as reward—to
wide through the Moonology class to his front seat.  Nuvamani likewise winced ; he
shuddered at the prespect of having his long plait pulled 5 al having paper balls thrown,
at him ; at having to face cat-calls and ‘wolf whistling” with a steaight face, Meanwhile,
one of his clussinates had seen him and sent him a “flying kirs® in token of recognition.
Before the entirve class took to ‘blowing’ kisses, N. Bravely tottered to the front scat which
wis reserved for him—by the way, in 199), seats in buses and public places were reser-
ved only for men.

The lady Prof. shrugged a shoulder (the one that vesembled the hump of that
famons camel that failed to pass through a needle’s eye) and everyone knew that meant
—*‘and to think that men want equality with women”. The television programme had
come to an end—(each girl had already male up her mind that the first thing to do after
reaching home, was to have her head shine in its fashionable glory by trying the Yul
Boynner hair style ; Marthandan Leela who was characterised by originality in every-
thing that she did, decided that in addition to the new hair—cul, she would have two
long red feathers sticking up behind both her ears-). The lecture on Moonshine eon-
tinned.  Paper balls piled up on the front bench.  «The onc in yellow ghorts and brown
Moustache scares one to death.”...Navamani thought when the former twirled her
Moustache at hitn and muttered *iler Brother N.'! Tears rolled down his smooth,
‘angel-faced’ (Pond’s) cheeks when the *six-footer’ in red-and black-striped bathing—
suit took his V. I. ', hand bag, and pushed a slip of pper hefore him which read-—
“how aliout a ¢rock'n’roll” at the Gym 2 Poor Nivaunmi thouzht that the daring givl
was challenging him to a boxing bout,  On the spot, ey deeided Yo give the six-footer
a walk-over—influenced by the advice that his bost frienl in his Colloge —Nalini
Kuwmar—-prokably would give him pointing out that if he wecepted” b wonld cerainly
he boxed rieht ont of this planet't N, found his thoughts interruptedl when he noticed
that the girl in the crew-—cut hair style glared contemptuonsly at his g plaint.  He
hastily Pent his head and adjusted his nylon saree. Whoen the hell vang, he ted—
gracefolly—to the boys' common room. Londly he told Nalini Kumar—e] say, don’t

67

you think we ought to do snmething about it...?” “‘It,”.o.}’,erybo‘dy knew ‘“‘las tthe }eiternlz:l
problem of relations betw.cen boys and girls. In 19'.)9, “it”’ specially refeue% ot I\e}sll.l -
gervient and suppressed  role that manhood ha_d m.advert('antly come to p ay . 3].? ini
Kuear was a practieal sort of guy. He took his friend aside and with the air 1o a Pro-
phet who knows which person’s Ides of March lurk where, told hlmTthat his chasslr?a,te(sl;
had conspired to bring sulphuric acid in order to put him to shaqle. I\ayamﬁm ] lm d el(faf
to his every core ; he was a nylon-addict and his sarees and cholies were a nylon Silu .
Here was hig Waterloo. A. T.C. and immediate migration to another chmef fJ,ltogit ?r,
geemed the only honourable way out. But N?;lnn I'{umfu‘ \\'roulgl not hear of it. At the
hbur of need, he placed his active “troussean’’ at his friend's disposal.

r—the girls said—was a Eold-as-l‘oirass-guz who s%mehoa‘: %g;y(yh%d
', cut such a daring figure, because he w: in
to * Me}eketr; o 11,1(? c:suglis gloars%-tgate anl he exploited fully the maxim that unity is
}mvmgldnoAlleln zvith this classmate, he would boldly walk from one class-room to
streng}t L- TﬁegheiOht of boldness was reached when with a couple of more courageous
th.e Otllel}'\ sat undel; the trees and laughed loudly at the expense of'some.boys who
fr'lemlf, "ehed romantic sentiments and were ¢ taken out” by their girl .frlends. He
still tche:]lsht‘himself witty and would ecrack jokes in the logdest .possnble tone so
illlxiot t]?egOir!s too might appreciate them. One such audacious ]Ok]e}WlS that}ile.
tl ( ht i; 1957 every Tom Dick and Harry could have .become a John. . nother
a8 cr"xck of his was that the ¢ fair-sex of 1999, llk.e the hlstpl'lczml _Holy
K:ian f«]mpire whieh was neither Holy, Roman, nor an Empire, were neither fair not
did they have sex. All this roused more horror than laughter |

Nalini Kuma

Nalini's sister in the same College came to know of these ¢ unboyish’ activities,

« ) " 1y .

and she reminded him that little men were to be seen and not heard.”” Boys are m:llﬁe L?f

gngar and spice and all that's nice”, ¢ be good, sweet boy and let those who will be
=] N .

clever,” elc., etc.

It was clection time iu Presideney in the year 1999,. and bel)ulxvg {it ;,f. HOt’f this
the state of affairs— Miss Karamchand ﬁegz.lm was standing for l}e? tllm‘\,;’np }? tt]t,p
Colleve Union.  Her opponents were Shivaji Ganesh the dagger-look <1m L ;l.( dyacFuf)td. ‘u
of the Revolutionary-head-fame. It was  to be a }(eenly conteste. lt Ltc Jl(mt.l ) i :(,.;
eandidates were standing for Vicg-l’resulentsmp, whllg t\x{enty-ﬁve con es]tt’ . &(,lp(l)t‘x, ‘ (‘,
Union Secretary, Karamchand Begain was sure of winning—everyone dreaded her so
much that they thought it better that she win rather than lose.

When news hal reached the boys that K. was to personally , -C?leasxs amlon‘glt?nl-
boys inorder to win over even the most conservative among them, hali lt'lbdn“"& Del ],d:.
L iohtaway absented themselves from College. Karamchand, pipe in hand and in over
ps N. (. C. outfit, permanently posted herself near the Boys commonroont,
f‘““"l"?"‘:(‘{l;(i out scented cards with her name on them to the more unfortunate ones
‘(;:]ll:l‘ﬂll(ll ;nsi«lv the room—the temperary hlack hole of Presidency !

a* majority of them had migrated to the wide spaees beneath shady

The next day . . .
I'he next day, But wndaunted Karamchand proceeded thither and

: h inferval.

oes during the lunch in . ) . ot enelans

tm(‘: 11l d tobh-u-'m them with her harangue, ¢ Brothers, little gentlemen, Presidencians,
continue HINGL

. whole thing sounded as ¢ worms” to the poor chaps 1) lend me yonur v:nﬂA” As _\:m\
RN )l s (he President of the students Squint Kyed Club last year, but 1 assure you
RN t“‘l\ s the l"rcsinImt of the College Union, my adminis mation  will not he
that {[« :,1::;“‘:“ (this was “the’ joke of all her election gpreeh o and had raised a
¢ COCK ‘. Ml — b :
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hurricane of laughter from the girls, but from the boys,—not a twitter)...Karamchand
further promised she would win eqyality of status’ of the boys with tho girls ; that they
would be given freedom of movement and speech within the college ; that she would
spare no pains to secure for them their long lost fundamental right of throwing paper-
balls and yelling cat-calls...... and so on.

A great believer in Everybody-Everyboy-Bhai-Bhai, before and after her speach,
Karamchand insisted on violently shaking hands (accompanied by a resounding whack
on the back) with each person in the audience. This was the last straw which literally
broke camel backs.-

Tt was Strike Day just before those elections day ; It had to be. Strike Day was the
most important event of the year when the candidates for elections and all their
supporters and opponents took the opportunity to show their patriotism off by reaching
the high water-mark of barbarity in the art of roaring slogans. Auti-Everything demon-
strations, hooliganism, disregard to profs., and rank vandslism which would have made
the Vandals themselves blush, Strike Day was fully exploited for the purpose of

humiliating and insulting the boys in every possible way. The timid boys who had:

gone to class, were dragged out by their plaits and dubbed - traitors . They were
shouted at and bullied ; when one of them had ventured to ask what the Strike was
about, he was the object of special scorn and ridicule | He shuddered when he heard
«Down with those who don’t co-operate with the Non co-operators...! He quietly
arranged for the college bus to take him and his kind home. And that was how the
boys of Presidency in 1999 submitted to the Bolshevik hoolganiam of the girls.

.(But the boys of 1999 were wise | Just as the girls of 1957 are!) they knew that
the «Old order changeth yielding place to the New; that people will soon say Kalammari
Pochu; when the boys will be boys and the girls will b ouly girls, (and nothing
more 1.)

P. G. 1. (HISTORY).
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“Love comforteth like sunshine after rain,

But lust’s effect is tempest after sun:

Love’s gently sprint doth always fresh remain,
~ Lust’s winter comes ere summer half be done ;

Love surfeits not, lust like a glutton dies;

Love is all truth, lust full of forged lies *'.

W wifearenry “maelt WRR aawA;, semeaRMe: W seaeg qn, @I
ARIRIGE, W@ AT WY W} | § Q@ O qeh afwada | @
s 99 | awee O wRKes AT wdts wedd aaR o

P. S. RAMAMURTHI.
1V Hons ( English Literature ).

% Afha 3%

N. €. HANUMANTHA REDDY. "
v B. A. (Psychology).
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ATORGGR & a6z QAN 1 QX OF & Mo F R 0w 2R dar 2, N 39 2o

&R quw o wift A Qa2 | el sl @ wea A IR & g @it

iﬁf ¥ W7 @ N Qe T

7% qg. gead ¥ Aaran Fe-Ris qu afea ¥ Awa & afads 9 T —
S o, 3, @ Far, awd R, ggew, weed, emifiea, g=qal, dagadiear,
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MUHAMMAD BAZLULLA, 5. A.
(Old Student )
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AW &5 A6 RY § | wRqE, FEG ANIIF AANTG B AT AY,  BEAA,
oF 5T i ough Ak ¥ A A} Azl @ g qame B dusAa gwist d
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FeRga MU afl AT | cal M wetw w E R Rar ) Foed 28
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From Our Secretaries
Reports of Association Activites for 1956—1 957.
THE COLLEGE UNION. '

26 -7-56

26 -7-56
3 -8-56

8 -8-56

25 -8-56
30' -8-56

3 -9-56

25-10-56
29 .10-56
3—11—56]
15-11-56
14-12-56
41 -57
11-1 -57
17-1 =57

24-1 -57

Freshers’ debate on ¢ Peaceful coexistence between teachers and students is

impossible’’. Motion carried.

Reception to visiting team of American Students.

Debate on ‘Communal marriages should be forbidden by law”

Motion rejected.

Selection Debate, Messrs. V. Ramamurthi (V. Hons. English), K. S.

Subramanian (IV Hons. Physics) selected with Moosa Raza & G. V. 8. Ross as

alternates.

Annual reception to New graduates of the college.

Address on the ‘Student Politician’ by F. C. Copleston of the National

Students Union of U. K.

‘Quiz’ Programme conducted by Mr. Ranganathan of Eng. Dept. Quiz team

for A. I. R. Quiz won first rank among Madras Colleges.

Shadow Play «This Land of Ours” in aid of Madras College Students Council.

Students Representatives of the Union attended Conference of Students,
National Union of India at Delhi.

Mock Session of U. N. General Assembly on * The Suez Canal issue "

Debate on Indian Foreign Policy—approved

Debate on “India should quit the Commonwealth’: Rejected.

Debate on ‘“Medium of Instruction should be an Indian language’-—Rejected.

Debate on «Illiteracy handicaps working of democracy in India’.

Election of new office bearers of the Union:—

Mr. K. S. Subramanian — President
» S, Anantanarayanan — Vice-President
Miss. 8. Kaveri — Secretary
Mr. 8. Jagdiswaran _ Secretary

LALITHA FRANCIS :
S. RAJAMARTHANDAM
Secretaries,

THE SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION

30-8 56
12-12-56
13-12-56

25-1 -57
7 -2 =57

14-2 57
25-2 -51

Inangural Address by Prof. P. A. Subramaniya Iyer on ¢The Message of
the Gita.’

Lecture on *The Conception of Brahman according to the three schools of
Vedanta >’ by Swami Vidyamanya thirtha of Bhandarekere Mutt, Udipi.
Elocution Competition: Winner: Ist Prize: P. 8. Ramamaurthi, Ilnd Prize
P. K. Radhakrishnan (Prizes donated by Sri Agarwala)

Lecture on ‘Vedanta’ by Swami Ranganathananda

Paper read on ~ “Two Poets: Potaraja & Narayana Bhatt’” by V. Anjaneya
Sarma.

Lecture on *Valmiki & his successors’ by R. Swaminathan.

Valedictory Address by Sri K. Balasubramania Iyer, M. L. C.

V. ANJANEYA SARMA
T. K. KAMALA

Secretartes.



it
THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSQCIATION.

94. 7-56 Professor MacNicol, Madras Christian College, spoke on ** The folk songs
of Scottish Stndents.”

7- 8-56 Debate on * Adam, aud not Satan, is the hero of Paradise Lost.”
22~ 8-56 Members went on an excursion to Poondi.
28- 8-56 Symposium on ¢ The different sspects of Shakespeare’s Art.” Mr.Subra-
mania Bhat [II Hons. Mr. C. K. Narayanan I P.G., Mr. P. S. Ramamaurti, IV

Hons. and K.R. Venugopal IV Hons. read short papers and Mr. V. Ramamurthy
V. Hons. summed up.

9-10-66 Discussion on ** Poets are born and not made.”
16-10-56 Dr. A.H. Nethercot spoke on ** Bernard S8haw, the dramatist.”
30-10-56 Discusgion on * Women do not make good poeta.!”
13-11-56 Rev. Fr. Pinto, S.J., Loyola College, spoke on ¢ Goldsmith and English
Humour.” -
11-12-56 Mr. I’; 3. Ramamurti, IV. Hons., read a paper on ** Humour through the
Ages.” .

19~ 2-57 Mr. V. Ramamurti, V. {Hons.,) spoke on * Criticism.”
22_ 2.57 Members of this Association were the guests of the English Honours
Association, Madras Christian College, at the Annual Inter-Associational

Sooial.
28~ 2-57 The Break-up social of the Association was held. ,
MOOZA RAZA,
RADHA K. 8. NAYAR,
Secretaries.

THE TAMIL HONOURS ASSOCIATION.

The year's work began with tho election of the Secretaries for the year 1956-57 on
20-7-56.

Au excursion to Mamallapuram was arranged and all the members of the staff and
students had their vision of our country widened. The seminars were usefal.

SEMINAR
Date Leader of discussion Subject
23-8 -56 Miss K. Chingaram V.Hons. Bharathanin Punbunalan

7-9 =56 Mre. Maheswari V.Hons. Kovalan Punbunalan
18-10-56 Mr. K. Punniamurthy ,, Sangakala Avasial

26-10-56 Mr. V. Chokkappa ,, Later Cholas
9-11-56 Miss E. Susila 1V, Hons. Origin of Words
93-11.56 Mr. D. Goruswamy ,, Kannagi

28-11-56 Mr. T. Balagubramanian ,, Tamil Drama
4-1 =57 Miss A. Parameswari » Natrinaiyil Thozhi

18-1 =57 Miss N. Rajalakshmi » Perumpanatruppadayil Uvamai
8-2 b7 Mr. K. N. Chitsabeson 1.P.G. Kolaikkalak Kathai

22-2 =51 Mr. M. Sivarajarathnam Mathavi IV, Hons.

16-11-56 Mr. Jesiab I. G. P. Asia Jothi

i

LLECTURES
Date Lecture - Subject
27-7 -56 M. P. Perissamy Thooran Inaugural
31-8 -56 Dr. Thaninayagam Education in the
Sangam Age
4-9 -56 Benediot Art & drawing
14-12-56 B. 8. Ramaiah Short Stories
3-8 -h6 Debate (students) The pen is mightier
than sword

T. BALASUBRAMANIAN,

A. PARAMESWARI.
(Secreluries ).

THE URDU ASSOCIATION.

9 -8-56 Inaugural Address by Mr. 8. 8. Lal, Director of Meteorology
5.10-56 Inter—Collegiate Essay Competition.
First Prize: Mr. A. Md. Salahudeen (Veterinary)
Second Prize : Mr. Shah Jehan (New Cellege)
Third Prize; Mr. Moosa Raza (Presidency)
Best Essay among lady competitors : Miss. Basheerunissa (Govt. Arts.)
Best Essay in Devanagiri Secript : Miss. 8. Nirmala Devi (S.LE.T.).
A debating team under the guidance of Prof. Hyder Ali Khan visited the Islamiah
College, Vaniyambadi and Jamal Muhammed College, Tiruchi and took part in dchates
and poetic symposia.

13-12-56 Dr. Nizamuddin Saheb and Dr. Sarwarai Saheb, both of Osmania University,

spoke on “Development of Urdu Literature after 1857 and -‘Progressive
Literature in Urdu’’ respectively.

Mr. Shaik Fazlullah of IV B. A. took part in the All India Mushaiara and
Mr. Syed Akbar and Mr. S. C. Md. Hussain took part in the University oratorical
contests.

7 ~1-57 Symposium in which poets from all over India took part.
5 -3-57 Valedictory Address by Mr. Ramesh Paul, of the All India Radio.

8. M. PASHA
Secretary.

HISTORY AND POLITICS ASSN.

10~ 8-56 Dr. Baliga, Curator of the Madras Record Office, Inaugural Address. An
educationa) tour to Western and Northern India.

10- 1-57 Dr. Stracey E. Stravey, California University; *The Powers and Responsibili-
ties of the President of U.8,A.”

C. NARAYANAN,
Secretary.



v

PSYCHOLOGY ASSN,

7- 9-56 TInaugural address by Mr. H. T. Schuelke, Cultural Relations Officer, U.8.1.8,,
Madras. On ¢ Modern Trends in the Development. of Psychology in various
fields.”

16-11-56 Mr. G.F.8. Baghyam, IV B.A.; a paper on * Prejudice—from the Psychologi-
cal point of view.”

15-12-56 Cricket-match with Geology Association.

27- 2-57 Cricket-match between Seniors and Juniors.

1- 3-57 Dr.T.E. Shanmugham, Reader in Psychology, University of Madras,
Valedictory address.

C. KRISHNAMURTY,

Secretary.
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

28— 8-56 Dr. A. Aiyappan, Supt., Madras Museum ; Inaugural address.
9-10-56 « Wild-life week’> day. Mr. Badhshah, P. A. to the Chief conservator of
Forests on ¢ Wild-life Conservation in India.”
15-10-56 Senior Hons. and P. G. students on a tour to Krusadai Isles,
20-1-56 IV B.So. students on tour to Krusadai Isles.
9-11-56 Dr. Gunthur Becker, an F AO Wood Preservation Expert on * Wood—
destroying Organisms.’ .
12- 1-57 The Senior Hons,, and P. G. students went on a tour to Vedanthangal.

A.V. NAGARJUNA SARMA,

MISS DIANA MASCARENHAS,
Secretaries.

THE MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION

1- 8 ~56 Inangural Address by Dr. Chandrasekhar, Director, Indian Institute for
population studies on *¢ The need for population statistics”.

5-9 -56 Mr. hS. Balasubrahmanyan (IV Hons. Maths.) on ¢ Astronomical Photo-
graphy .

10-10-56 Mr.p 8. Kuppuswamy (IV Hons. Statistics) on * Set topology .

24-10-56 Mr. B. Raghunath (IV Hons. Statistics) on ¢ Mathematical Philosophy .

13-12-56 Dr. 8. Meenakshisundaram, Professor of Mathematical Physics, Andhra
University, on ** An apology for Mathematicians®.

15~ 2-57 il(';);r K. B. Madhava, formerly of Mysore University delivered the valedictory
088,

16- 2-57 Celebration of Association Day.
R. KUPPUSWAMY,

K. RAMASWAMY,
(Secretaries.)

TAMIL PERAVAI

Inaugural Address by Sri. T. CHENGALVORAYAN.
24-10-56 ¢« Bharathi Day " Celebration; In the Oratorical Contest Sri. A. Puruelbo,

thaman (IV Hons. Tamil), Sri. Nadanasabapathy (I P. G. Econ.) and K. Sab-
rahmanyan (IV Hons. Econ) secured the first three places. Discussion on
+« Religion and Politics"; .

31-10-56 Oratorical contest for the ¢ Pandit C. R. Namasivaya Mudaliar Rolling
Cup”. Queen Mary’s College won the cup and individual cups were won by
Sri Pal (Loyola), Sri Yousuf (New OCollege) and Kumari Sulochana
Q. M. G).

10~ 8-56 %’arewell party to 8ri G. Rajavelu, M. A. ) .

6- 2-57 ¢« Iyal Day ” ** Muthamizh Vizha ”’: Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundram inaugu-
rated. Sri K. V. Jagannathan of «“Kalaimagal”” spoke on *Iyal Tamil”. Srimati
Soundarakailasam distributed the prizes.

- 957 «Isai Day”: Music concert by Tulasidas & Party and dance recital by Sri
Thangappan and Srimati Thangappan. ‘ '

8- 2.57 ¢« Natakam Day . Sri. A. 8. A. Bamy spoke on “Natt_ikam in Tamil”. Mr.
Ranganathan performed mono-acting and Mr. Lenin and party enacted
m m ’).

22~ 2-57 Fa]r):!v:g‘fl Party to the seniors and Sri G. Perumal. Sri Purshothaman, Sri. T.
Venugopal and Kumari A. Parameswari won prizes in various oratorical con-

tests,

A. MOHAMED SAYEED.

S. SOMASUNDARA PANDYAN.
Secretaries,

ISLAMIC HISTORY & CULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

aral Address by Dr. Mrs. Iravathi, Principal, Q. M. C.
i“:tggvell Party to Mr. Anwar-ul-Hoq, who left for Turkey as a Government of

i lar. : . .
India sgligp;et,’s Birthday Celebrations. Mr. P. V. Rajamannar, Chief Justice was the

Chief guest. Inter-Collegiate Essay Competition Prize-winners. I M. M. Farooqi, II

1. Miss. Malika Begum.
Shajehgrrll,dllfdarch Break-up Social. Valedictory 11th March.

MOHFOOZ-AL-HAQ,
Secretary.

ANDHRA BHASHABHIVARDHINI.

4 -9-56 Inaugural address by Sri Tennacti Viswanatham.
24 -9-56 Sri T. Kodandaramaiah, Theagaraya College on; ¢ Kridabhiramam ™.
93-10-56 Sri Korada Mahadeva Sastri on ¢ The Inscriptional Teluga’’.
4 257 Sri M. Sangamesan, Government Arts College, Madras, on ¢“The Humour in
Telugu Literature . o .
929_ 9-57 Sri K. Ramakoteswara Editor of. « Triveni "’ the Valedictory address.
Seminar classes were conducted during the year and papers read.

R. RAJAGOPAL,
Secretary,



THE PHYSICS ASSOCIATION

3-9 -56 Inaugural address by Dr. M. A. Thangarsj, on *‘Atomic Reactors.”
12-11-56 Mr. V. P, Narayanan Nambiar of Pachaippa’s College on *The Russell Effect
of Indian Woods.”’
7-1 -57 Talk on “The Teaching of Physics at Sydney” by Prof. Harry Messel of
Sydney University.
16-11~56 Dr. C. V. Raman on “The Physics of Low Temperatures.”
99-1 ~57 Talk on “Physics of Metals” by Dr. C. V, Raman.
11-1 -57 Mr. Gopala Menon Srikantan of Trivandrum on “Some Aspects of Diffrac-
tion Phenomena.”
Our Association took part in the University Exhibition.
90-2 =57 'The Valedictory Address by Dr. Alladi Ramakrishnan. Rs. 3000/~ collec-
ted for the Dr. Parameewaran Memorial Fund’’ was handed over to the
Principal.
The V Hons. Studenis went on a tour of Ennore.
Mzr. P. Vijendran, P. G. 11, presented & muanuseript magazine to the Associa-
tion Library.
16~ 9-56 P. Vijendran read a paper on ‘‘Physics of the Weather,”
2]~ 1-57 Mr. K. Santhanam 1V Hons, read a paper on on *Interferometers and their
uges.”’

M. MALLIKARJUNAN,
P. 8. PALANIVELU,

Secretaries,
BOTANY ASSOCIATION

16- 8-56 H. Encch, M.A., F.z.8., Professor of Zoology, Presidency College, Inaugu-
ral address on “His Experiences Abroad.”

7-10-56 A farewell party to Sri W. Venkatasubramaniam, M.A., L.T., Add. Prof, of
Botany who was trapsferred to Palghat,

30-10-56 Talk on *Murch of Botanical science’” by 8ri G. Venkataraman of Viveka.
nanda College. The gtudents presentedthe text-hook, *Introduction to plant
Anatomy” to the Association Library.

92. 2-57 Valedictory Address on *‘Sengation in plants” by Rev. Fr, Pallidhanam, 8. J.
of Loyola College.

ABDUL WAHAB,
Secretary .

THE GEOLOGY ASSOCIATION.

14- 9-56 Mr. R,N.P. Arogyasamy, Superintendent, G.8.1, Southern Circle,
inangural address on ** Modern Trends in Geology."

19- 9-56 Tour of Salem by the IV B.Sc., visited Mettur, Magnesite mines and
Yercaud Bauxite ares.
The V and IV Honours-students toured Nagpur.

17-11-56 Cricket match against the Geological Survey of India, Madras Circle.

11-12-56 lectare on ¢ Ground water study’ by Mr. V. Subrahmanyan, Senior
Geologist, Neiveli.

13-12-56 Talk on ¢ Geophysical Investigations and their significances’ by Dr. A,

vii

15-12-56 Cricket match against the Psychology Association.
2- 1-57 The students of IV B. Sc., went on a tour to Cuddappah.
31 -1-57 Talk on ¢ Ironore prospecting” by Dr. Buddington, American geologist.
1- 2-57 The juniors’ tour of Ariyalur and Tiruchi.
22- 2-57 Valedictory address by Dr. Jagapati Nayudu, Head of the,Dept. of Geology,
Madras University on ¢ Problem of Potassic rocks.”

B. NATARAJAN,
Secretary.

HINDI ASSOCIATION.

14- 8-56 Sri, Lalchand Dada, Vice-President, All-India Chemists’ and Druggists'
Association, the inaugural address.

18- 9-56 Farewell Party to Sri G. Venkataramana, M.A., Vice-President of the
Association, transferred to Anantapur.
Sri Narasimha Das Damauni won the Madras University Inter-Collegiate
debate in Hindi and stood first in * All-India Radio’ oratorical corgpetition.

14- 2-57 Sri M. Sangamesh, M.A., Lecturer in Hindi, Arts, College Madras, on
“ Womens' Education.”

22- 2-57 Sri A. Ramesh Choudari, Fditor * Dakshina Bharat” : the Valedictory
address.

N. C. HANUMANTHA REDDY
Secretary.

THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY

14~ 9-56 Inangural address by Dr. B. B. Dey.

16-10-56 Mr. P. S. Santhanam of IV Hons. : paper on “Transmautation of Elements and
Solar energy”” on Mr. C. Gopinath of 1V Hons. paper on “Physics and Che-
mistry of Stars”.

23-10-56 Quiz Programme conducted by T. G. Rajagopalan and P. Kumaraswamy of
IV B. Se.

30-10-56 The « Spark " edited by Mr. Kumaraswamy and Mr. Bampath Kamar of
IV B. Sc. introduced to the Members.

9-11-56 Mr. V. Sudarsavam of IV Hous. paper on *Clathrate Compounds’. Mr,
Sampath Kumaraswamy IV B. Sc.; paper on A, B, D, of Nuclear Physics,
Mr. Sivasubramsaniam of P. G. 1. paper on ““Infra-red and Raman Spectra and
their applications to Chemistry’’.

17- 1-57 Valedictory address by Prof. Lakshmanan of New College.  The Chemieal
discoveries”’. Break up social of the society was on 6th March 1957. :

8. GOPAL,
D. BALASUBRAMANIAM,
Secretaries.
THE SPARK
Thig represents a remarkable effort on the part of Sri. S. Kumaraswami & M,

Sampath Kumar. The articles cover a wide variety of topies of interest to the Chemist

and to the general reader. It is not, however, because of the articles that the Spark is being

noticed here. The SBpark has been written out f:ompl.etely by band, in print script, with a

perfection of skill and devotion to detail that fill one with admiration. The result is
as if the magazine is a printed, instead of a handwritten product. 1t reflects very great
credit op Messrs, Kumaraswami & Sampath Kumar of the Chemistry Dept. (8. R.) :
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ECONOMICS ASSN.

95~ 7-56 Inaugural Address by Sri. 8. K. Chettur on ‘ Nine Years of Freedom”.
6-11-56 Economics Students Convention of :City Colleges. Dr. Bright Singer on Deficit
Financing. .
99.11-56 Mr. 8. M. Fossil on “Planning and Freedom™. Prof. Solodovski visited our
College. Educational tour to Ceylon in December. Valedictory Address in
Feb.

V. K. SHANMUGAM,

Secretary.
GEOGRAPHY ASSN. e

Inaugural Address by Dr. Prakash Rao, Reader in Geography, Madras University,

on “Recent trends in Geographical thought. Excursions to Poondi and Meenambakkam .

15-10-56 Lt. Col. C. R. Krishnaswamy on ‘“Himalayan Expeditions”.

17-12-56 Study tour of South India.

20- 1-56 Excursion to Thirukkalugunram and Mahabalipuram.

18- 2-57 C. Ramaswamy, Director, Regional Meteorological Centre, Madras, on*Weather
Forecasting’'.

21- 2-57 Valedictory Address by Dr. Chandrasekhar, Director, Indian Inst. for Popula-
tion Studies on “‘Recent trends in Indian Demography”’.

2- 3-57 Annual Social.

M. A. JAYAVELU,

Secretary.

DRAMATIC CLUB :—

Mr. Rajkapoor, the film-star, inaugurated the activities.
¢ A play ‘Kariakkiruku' staged at Annamalai Manram for the Kasturba Grahm
und.

We participated in the Inter-collegiate One-act Drama competition at Sri Theaga-
raya College.

Anton Chekov’s “The Bear” was staged at the University Examination Hall on
1-2-57 in connection with the University Centenary Celebrations.

* Dagam’ by Mr. P. N. Appuswami, enacted at the Engineering College on
15-2-517.

Sri Theagaraya College won Mrs. Anjali Devi's Cup for the best team and
Mr. Solomon of the same College won Mr. Nageswara Rao’s cup for the best actor in the
Inter-collegate Dramatic competition conducted by our College, Consolation Prize by Mr.
Nilakantan of Vivekananda College.

The Break-up Social of the Club came off on 4th March 1957.

8. VENUGOPAL,

R. LENIN.

Joint Secretaries.
THE SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE

The Presidency College Social Service League continued its normal aoctivities this
year. The different squads with student Group-leaders continued the distribution of
milk to the children of Locknagar. The milk was snplglied by (1) The Guild of Service.
(2) The Archbishop of Madras. and (3) The Indian Red Cross, New Delhi.

The Dispensary
On an average fifteen patients were treated each day.

Weaving Section
This year fifteen women regularly attended work.

The Night School

The night school was conducted regularly. The Central Social Welfare Board
granted us Rs. 1000/- for equipping a new children’s play-ground.

Gandhi Jayanti Day, Deepavali Day and Children’s Day were celebrated. On the
Republic Day Sri. M. K. Shanmugam of Sri. Theagaraya College presided.

The League granted small loans to the inhabitants of Locknagar,

The Secretary attended the Jaipur Session of the Indian Conference of Social Work:

A. G. RAMANATHAN,
PADMA IYER.
Secretaries.

THE OLD STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

The Aunual Meeting of the Old Studenis’ Association was held at the College on
31at March 1956, with Sir K. . Lakshmana Rao in the chair. The following Office-
bearers were elected for the year 1956.

President : ... Dr, C.P. Ramasswamy Ayyar.
Viice-Presidents : ... Sri K. P. Lakshmana Rao,
: ... Sri C. Subramaniam, State Minister for Finance
and Education.
Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon.

Hony. Secretaries : Sri K. Ramachandran.
... Sri P. R. Subramaniam.
Ezeeutive Commitiee : ... Srimathi G, Parthasarathy. Kumari D, Devakunjari.

Sri V. T. Rangaswamy Ayyangar. Sri K. M. Nanjappa.
Sri K. G. Rajan. S8ri B. Parandhaman.

Sri A. K. Balagubramaniam. 8ri R. Dayakisan,

Sri Nazir Ahmed.

It is a matter of great pleasure to record here that the income from the member-
ship fee rose to Rs. 925/- this year, the highest figure during the last decade. During the
year, 8 patron members, 14 Life Members, 1 Honorary Life Member and 74 ordinary
members joined the Association. We are proud to mention that General K. M. Cariappa,
the first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Sri M. Bhakthavatsalam,
Minister for Agriculture, Government of Madras, have become patron members of the
Association.

The moet gratifying and noteworthy feature of the activities of the Association
this year has been the ‘ Annual Reunion Subscription Dinner ’ which was held on
17-2-57 on the lawns of the College. The dinner was attended by several distinguished
old students, including Dr. C. P. Ramaswamy Ayyar, the President of the Association.

K. RAMACHANDRAN,
P. R. SUBRAMANIAR.
Hony. Seoretaries.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF PRESIDENCY COLLEGE CONTINGENT OF N.O.C.
(SENIOR DIVISION) (BOYS WING)

1956-57.
INFANTRY.
Name of Unit. Head Quarters Coy.
Strength :
Officers : 2
Cadeta: 49

ACTIVITIES,

The year ander review has beeu eventful. Iu addition to normal two parades of
3 pe;iods each per week, this Coy. participated in many activities and distinguished
itself.

13 Cadets led by Cpl. now Cdt. Adj. Damodaran, sttended the Summer and
Social Service Camp of 2 circle N. C. C. held at Rajnagar from 23rd April, 1955 to 6th
May, 1956 and took part in the goil conservation work. Qur O.C. was the Training
Officer for the camp and his drive was reflected in the success of the camp.
8ri. G. Setharam was selected and sent for his Pre-Com. training at Wellington from
30th April, to 31st July, 1956. As usual, to fill up 18 vacancies cansed by the discharge
of the seniors, there was a great rush and it was really a job to select the required
number from a multitude. This year as soon as the College re-opened, the Director of
N. C. C. visited this Coy. on 21st July, 15 cadets of this Coy. were on duty on 4th and
Sth August at Rajaji Hall in conuection with guild of service I'ete and Tattoo at S.1.A.A.
grounds respectively. On 13th August 26 Cadets of this Coy. participated in the Guard
of Honour Parade to the President of India at I. O. A., in connection with its Silver
Jubilee. Immediately after on the 15th August, one Officer and 10 cadets took part in
the Independence Day Parade at Island grounds, our O. O. leading the entire N. C.C.
contingent. Hardly within a week, there was another Guard of Honour, this time on
the eve of the University Convocation on 23rd August, when 10 cadets participated. On
25th August, the College N. C. C. offered its services to the Principal in connection with
Graduates Reception. In September a cadre from 24th to 30th was conducted for the
benefit of recruits and it was very usefal, thauks to our A.Q., 0.C., and Cadet Officer
and Training staff. October again saw our men numbering 13 in service at Rajaji Hall
during the Fun snd Fair Carnival organised by the All India Women's ¥ood Council on
6th and 7th October, 1956. Towards the end of the month i.e. on 27th October, Cadet
now L/Sgt. Upendrakrishnan took part in the Earl Roberts Shooting competition. In
November in the inter-company musketry competition L/Sgt. Upendrakrishnan came
first in the Battalion. The annual camp in December was a land-mark in the history of
our Coy. U/O Damodaram of our company was selected as Cdt./Adj., the top appoint-
ment which N. C. C. Cadet can aspire for. We knocked off the Ist place in Route March
and Guard Mounting for the second yesr in succession and to our dismay we were plwed
fourth in Drill Competition. Nevertheless, we made ameuds to it by winning outright
the Wellington Champion-Ship Shield for Military events in the Battalion. Apart, ouf
performance in the sports field was not in any way affected, for we won the Koot-Ball
Championship came as runners in Volley-ball and Second in the sports events snd
runners-up in Tug-of-war; and our Cdt. Jayaprakash distinguished -himself as the
second best athlete in. the Battalion. In the *C’ certificate examination we se¢
100% suaccess. 'This year, the Centenary year of the University we had ancther month
of hectic activity. Apart from our normal parades the College Day was celebrated 0D

25tk and this contingent provided an inspection parade to Sri. V. R. Rajarathanam, LG -
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of police who presided over the function,. The O. C. of: this Coy. and 35 cadets took
part in the Republic Day Parade at Island grounds, our O. C. again leading the
N. C. C. contingent of the Battalion. Immediately, on 28th January, this Coy. took
part in the University Centenary March Past Parade. OQur activities terminated with
Inter-Section competition and the break-up Social in February. In the B’ certificate
examination we are happy to record that 11 out of 12 passed.

The record of our Coy. has been really an epoch-making one, thanks to the
zealous and un-ceasing work of our O. C. assisted by Cdt. Officer, now 2/Lt. Sethuram
May the banner of Presidency College N. C. C. keep on flying.

C. & M. BALASOUNDARARAJAN.
Artillery

Name of Unit :— —5th Madras Battery N.C.C.
Strength:—Officers—-—Nil
Cadets —— 8
Activities
Normal Parade Wednesdays 0700 hrs. to 08 : 30 hra.
Sundays . 0700 hrs. to 11 : 50 hrs.

Eztra :—Ome of our cadets attended the social service camp at Rajnagar. This
year some of our cadets took part in the Independence day ceremonial march past, when
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of India took the salute. In the N.C,C. day celebrations
we gave an impressive and spectacular demonstration of gun drill and fired blank rounds
to the thunderous applause of the spectators. :

We had our annual camp in December at Vandalur along with tho Tambaram
Independent company. We had firing practice of our 25 pounder guns at Vellichi
Ranges Sgt. Sivanandam and Sgt. Christopher Edison had the opportunity of acting as
observation Post officers (U.0.P.). Sgt. Sivanandam was selected to represent the Battery
in the Earl Roberts’ shooting competition and scored the maximum for the Battery.

In the month of July our former 0.C. Capt A. K. Ghose was transferred oun
promotion to his parent regiment and Capt. E.A.C. Naidu took charge of the battery.

One of our cadets M. V. Chandrasekaran stood first in the ¢ B’ certificate exams.
All those who appeared from our College passed croditably. This year two of our
cadets are going to take the ¢ G’ certificate exam. in the first week of February and
we wish them every success in their endeavour.

In conclusion we owe not a little for the fine record of Battery to our beloved
0. C. Our thanks are also due to our revered principal for his constant encouragement.

C. R. SIVANANDAN,
(Bty. Sgt.)

From Qur Captains.
CRICKET

Our College this year possesses a young and talented team of high promise. In
the Inter Collegiate Leagne we played 7 matches of which we lost 4 draw 2 and
won one. S, Raghunandan and Narayana Rao (the best all-rounders) and Selvakumar
proved to be the most consistent all rounders,
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In the Duncan Cup Tournament we beat Jain. But in the next round we lost
nmrowly to Vivekands. K. Ramamoorthy and Raghavan batted very well and

Mukundan bowled superbly in the match we played against a touring gide we lost to
the strong Bangalore Criket team.

- Selvakumar and K. Ramamoorthy proved themselves to be very consistent with
the bat. Shivakumar and P. B. Raja (Gopal were concerned in & record partnership of
54 runs agninst M. I. T. Prasad, timely batting against Jain College, Raman’s classic
innings against stanley Medical College deserve to be specially mentioned.

Through out the season V. Baskar was our splendid wicket keeper and he also
rose to the occasion in batting. T, A. Selvan, V, V., Ramamoorthy, Samuel Roy Jacob,

C. K. Sampath, Santhanam and Padmanabhan ably supported the team. Fnthusiasm
and team apirit was never lacking.

8. V. RAGHUNANDAN,
Captain,
HOQCKEY.

Inter Collegiate tournament ; Wa won the championship for the first time in recent

years. But we lost in the knock-ont tournaments we toured Delhi, Allahabad, Agra &
Benares and played matches there. Our sus

Samuel Raja. The latter was chosen for the University Eleven.

G. M. CHITTIAPPA.
FOOTBALL

Ipter-collegiate League Matches: won five out of ¢ight. Though we were net sac-
cessful in several matches, our team was stronger than last year's. Mention should be

made of Shanmugam, Sivananjap, Ramachandran, Immanuel. Fildez KEgher
Balakrishnan the skipper. P 1ide ghert and

Mr. 8. D. Theophilus represented the Madras University at Nagpur.

@. V. SHANMUGAM,

Vice.Captain.
VOLLEY BALL
In the League Tournaments, we won a good par 8 f mat . .
out tournaments also we played well, 907 prreentago of matcbes. - In the knook

C. MUTHUKRISHNAN,
Captain,
BASKET BALL. '

Inter collegiate tournaments : We won over Pachaiyappas, Jain and Veterinary
but lost to Christian, Engineering and Btanley. In the knock-out tournament we won
over Teacher’s Colloge but loat to Pachaiyappa’s. We played practice matches with

St. Joseph's, Trichi, Engineering, and participated in Loyola College Annual Tourna-
ment, ‘

coss is largely due to Mahdi Hussaln and
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Mention should be made of Krishnaraj, Sheik Dawood, the skipper, Alagaveln,
Divakaran, Ramachandran, Jayschandran, Nandhagopal and Coroner.

K. W. S8HEIK DAWOOD,
Captain.

TENNI8

We started our Inter-Collegiate tournaments well but the tragicdeath of our captain,
P. Venkatesan crippled our activities.

8. A Ispahggi, M. V. Subbiab, A. K. Venkatesh and Mohd. Omar put ap a good

how. g

P In the Single Cup tournament, our late Captain P. Venkatesan reached the
semi-finals and lost to R. Krishnan. ) .

In the knock-out tournaments Subbiah reached the quarter finals. In the doubles,

katesh and Ispahani lost.

Ven The ngmespof Miss Susheela Paul and Miss L. Mahadevan should be mentioned as
well as those of Raman, Shanmugam and Deshpande.

A. R. MOHAMED OMAR,
Captain,.

GAMES REPORT (WOMEN)

Our Tennicoit team in Inter-Collegiate matches scored a grand success. Minni
Devasahayam and Uma Gnanavadivelu represented the Madras Zone in the Inter-Divisional
Tennicoit Tournaments. . ‘

We lost the Net-ball and Badminton Inter-Collegiate matches.

In the Inter-Collegiate T'ennis tournament, Miss Snshee}a Paul and Miss Lakshmi
Mahadevan were the runners-up. They won the Inter-University toumaments..

We played against the Ceylon team and won. Miss. P. Sharada was adjudged the
best athlete in the College Day sports.

Miss. A, K. ACCAVA,
Games Secratary.

BOXING

The third place was secured in the Inter-Collegiate tournament at the Christian
College. Chinniah, Prabhakar Boaz & Munni Rao sl%ou!d be mentioned in this connection.

Mr. Vijay won the individual championship in the Jr. yvt.. of the Inter-Colle-
giate Tournament. Inayat Hussain, Chinniah & P. Boaz lost their title bouts.

Vijay and Inayat Huseain represented Madras University in the Inter Univer-
gity Boxing Contest’’. .

VIJAY KATHURIA,
Captain. ‘
SWIMMING TEAM S

m took part in Inter-Collegiate Swimmiug Compatition and gave a good
rforr;lrxc:?a Mentill))n should be made of Rangaswami, Venugopal, 8. K. Jayapandian,
EZd Raman, Balaraman and Balakrishnau participated in the 4 x 100 meter relay.

8. R. JAYAPANDIAN,
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College Day 8 Annual Sports

on 25—1—1957

Events for Men

1. 100 Meters Dash
1. Mahdi Hussain
2. Jayachandran
3. J. Venugopal

11-3 secs.
2. 200.Meters Dash
1. 8. Raghunadan
2. Madhi Hussain
3. J. Venugopal :
25-7 secs.
3. 400 Meters Race
1. J. Venugopal .
2. 8. R. Jayapandian
3. P. Balakrishnan
Time 57-5

4. 800 Meters Racc
1. Jayaprakasam
2. 8. Raghunandan
3. Clarance

Time 2mts. 22 secs
5. 1500 Meters Race

1. Clarence
2. Jayaprakasam
3. Hariharan

6. 110 Meters Hurdles
1. Sheik Dawood
2. Mahdi Hussian
3. 8. R. Jayapandian

7. 400 Meters Hurdles
1. 8. Jayachandran
2. Mahdi Hussain
3. 8. R. Jayapandian
Time—1 mt. 24 secs.

Time 19 secs,

8. High Jump -
1. K. N. 8heik Dawood

10.

11

12,

13.

14.

15.

2. M. C.James
3. Rangaswami
5'
Long Jump
1. 8. Raghunandan
2. K. N. 8heik Dawood
3. 8. Jayachandran
19’ 8§
Hop Step & Jump
1. 8. Raghunandan
2. K. N. 8heik Dawood
3. 8. Rajachandran
Shot Put o3
1. C. Muthukrishnan
2. Raghunandan
3. M. Rajaram
) 29’ 104"
Javelin
1. Raghunandan
2. Jayachandran
3. Abdul Khader
Discus Throw
1. P, Divakaran
2. C. Muthukrishnan
3. Bivananjappa
74) 11!'
Hammer Throw
1. 8yed Jameel Ahamed
2. C. Krishnamoorthy
3. 8. Jayachandran
59° 7"
Cycle Race
1. Mekharey

2. Gopinathan
3, G. Govindaswami

Papworth Prize for Men Raghunandan 26 points.
Team Championship—Arts 51 points—Capt. Mahdi Hussain,

Events for Women

1. Running Race
1. Sharada
2. Memoona

2,

Walking
1. Barada
2. Minnje

5. Sack Race
1. Nurjehan
2. Mamoona
6. Obstacle Race
1. Sharada
2. Nurjehan
7. Three-Legged Race
1. Memoona & Accava

2. Yuonne & Nurjehan
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8. Skipping Race
1. Sharada & Nurjehan
2. Kavery.
3. Lime Race
1. Nurjehan
2. Visalam
4. Ball Throw
1. Sarada
2. Accava

Best Athete: Sharada

0ld Students Race under 40
1. Percy Edwards
2. 8. Viswamitran
3. Venkatakrishnan
Old Students Race over 40
1. V. S. Ragavan
2.  Mr. Balakrishna Nair
3. Mr. V. Shanmugam

Old Students Race (women) 50 Metres
1. Mrs. Marakatha Krishnan

2. Miss Chellammal
3. Miss Saraswathy

Staff Race ( Women )
f{. Miss Chellammal

2. BSaraswathi
3. Chandu
Staff Race (Men)
1. P. T. Joseph -

2. Sri

8. Ramachandra

3. Sri Gopala

4 .r 100 Metres Relay Past-Present-Staff

1. Present

2. Present
3. Past
4. Staff

RESULTS OF THE COLLEGE TOURNAMENTS

Tennis for Men

1. Open Singles
2. Open Doubles

3. Handicap Singles

4. Handicap Doubles

5. Second Court Singles

6. Third & Fourth Court
Singles

7. Third & Fourth Coart
Doubles

Tennis for Women
1. Singles
2. Doubles

Table Tennis for Men
1. Singles

Badminton for Women

1. Sipgles
2. Doubles

Winner

Syed Ali Ispahani

Syed Ali Ispahani &
N. V. Subbiah

Syed Ali Ispahani’

M. V. Subbiah & Desh

M. M. Raman

S. Srinivasan

S. Srinivasan &
V. Sivakumaran

Miss Susheela Panl
Miss Susheela Panl &
Nalini Raghavachari

T. R. Mukundan
xvi

Winner
Accava
Thulasy Aiyappa &
Ramani Roche

Runner-up

M. V. Subbiah
Venkatesh &

Md. Omer Sait.
M. V. Subbiah
Omer & Shanmugam
V. Shanmugam
V. Sivakamaran

R. Siva Reddy &
K. Gopal Reddy

Miss Lakshmi Mahadevan
Lakshmi Mahadevan &
Shantha Sarangapani.

Mallikarjunan

Runner-up
L. 8. Kavery
I. 8. Kavery &
P.
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RESULTS OF THE COLLEGE BOXING TOURNAMENT

Class Winner Runner-up
Pin Weight Cedri Fernandez Natarajan
Paper Weight Vijayakumar Kathuria Balasundararajan
Fly Weight Chinniah Christopher Edison
Bantam Weight Munni Rso - Farooki
Feather Weight Shanmugam Nambiar
Light Weight K. A. Kishore C. 8. Karthikayan
Welter Weight Inayath Hussain P. Balakrishnan
Heavy Weight C. Krishhamurthy K. Nambi
Light Heavy Weight Ramachandran Akbar
Middle Weight . Aditayan John Thomas
RESULTS OF INTER-GROUP TOURNAMENTS — WOMEN
Game Winner Captain
Bagketball Natural Science P. Divakaran
Football Natural Science ‘ G. Shanmugam
Badminton Fives Natural Science Miran Sahib
Volley ball Arts G. 8. Muthuswamy
Cricket Science T. R. Mukundan.
RESULTS OF INTER-GROUP TOURNAMENTS - WOMEN
Game Winner Captain
Netball Arts Padma Iyer
Badminton Fives Arts Kavery
Tennicoit Doubles Science Minnie .
RESULTS OF INTER-GROUP ATHLETICS FOR MEN
Events '~ Winner Captain
4 x 100 Metres Shuttle Relay Natural Science S. R. Jayapnndian
4x 200 Metres Race Natural Science P. Balakrishnan
4 x Shot Put Natural Science 8. Jayachandran
4 x Long Jump Natural Science Adityan

UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATION

Hockey Represents Madras State : Mahdi Hussian
Hockey P. Samuel Rajah
Football 8.D. Theophilus
Boxing 1. Vijayakumar Kathuria
2. Inayath Hussian
Tennis Women
' 1. Sushila Paul
2. Lakshmi Mahadevan.
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Football Team,

Cricket Team,
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Basket Ball Team, '
Hookey Team,

(Winners of the Inter Collegiate leagne Tournament).
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Rain-gazing—By Dheenu’)

:}p '

== V.C.Palaniswam}

EYRE BURTON POWELL

First Principal, Presidency College, Madras

{See Art ‘‘ Thus spake Powell Btatue )
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