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THE OVERCALL

By N. MuTBURRISHNA IVER, B.A., B.L.,, Tanjore.
Part T.

Nature ; While dealing wuh the
subject of Pass, 1 twuched in
passing the “overcall” and herein
1 examine in detail the subject
in its varigus aspects. ‘Lhe “over-
call’ is a branch of the defender’s
bidding, it being a bid in a sun
or No-trumps made bh a plaver
on the opposite side after his
opponent has opened the auction.
The overcaller is  called  the
defendey.

The proper use of the overcall
may spell the difference between a
winning and losing contract. It
is in the nature of a competitive
bid made in the face of strength
declared by the opponent. It
shall not be made because the
band is good for an opening bid:
the honour tricks determine the
qpening bids but the winners shall
guide the overcalls. The opening
bid is a tentative call but the
overcall is a definitc commitment
and, it is 2 serious error to
appraise any hand on the same
. basis for an overcall as for an
Topening bid.

o,

Before an overcall is made we
shall bear in mind the possible
amount of loss multiplied by
the prolable frequency of such
loss and the possible gain multipli-
ed by the probable frequency of
such gain, the probable frequency
being governed by the “hunanics
of bidding™. The overcall should
not give the opponents what base-
ball fans call a “fielder’s choice.™
No overcall shall be made an a
shaky suit because the hand con-
tains high cards : it is the playing
strength  and  not  the mere
honour strength that is needed.
When the suit is thin and the
honews are sketchy there is no
good in overcalling: the overcal-
ler must have a close-knit hand
and a suwit that will stand the
buffeting of an opponent’s doub-
le. Tt may he safe to “open”
the bidding with a weak suit
because it is protected by the
cover of high cards and you ex-
pect your partier to give some
assistance.  But in the face of an
opening bid the overcaller must
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has the most strength,

and he will drop like a ton’ of .

bricks on any doubtful bid with a
double. The selidity of the tru-
mp suit must be considered be-
fore making an overcall. The
meat of an overcall s not in
honour-tricks or point counts but
in tricks. After an opening bid in
spade, an qvercall of two dia-
monds is proper with 4 964 :
Q17 O AQJioya2: &K
g but improper with g 6 4: A 7
A Qg4 g2:0Q g2 Weare advised
to pattern our overcalls -after
Louis Watson. ‘

To repeat what I have said
elsewhere, “itis in the field of
overcalls that many run riot and
when calamity descends they
call it a hormrible break”. For
example :—

Dealer : West. Vul : Both sides.
West. North. FEast. South.
13 Pass. 2 de "2 4

South holds: AKB43: Ag31:
g 6: 72. Can South cxpect North
to hold any ticks at all afier West
has made 2 vilnerable opening
of one diamend and Fast has res-
ponded with a two-over-one-take-
out? “No formula has been found
10 replace the Gulbertson Rule of
2 and jasa measurement of over-
calls : nor will one be found be-
casuse the rule is as logical as it
is simple.”” The rule of 2 and 3
is violated by South: his hand
worth an opening hid is not worth
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encugh winners. For another
" example :—

Both sides Vul;\?ral)lc.

West.  North. East, South

1 ?

Suppose North holds: AK 862

in .clubs and an outside ace.
The band is worth a sound open-
ing bid promising to develop
about 5 tricks in play but it is
bad to make an overcall since
North will be contracting for
tricks with the knowledge that
onc opponent has already dec-
lared a better than average hand

“in defeusive strengith.  The hetter
course is to pass.

Simple non-jurup or jump over-
calls depend upon the purpose,
vulnerahility, the level of bidding
and the position. When oppo-
nent opens the bidding and his
partner fails to respond, some
liberties may be taken in over-
calling for a partscorc. When it
is obvicus that the enemv is
going to game in any event it is a
great mistake to ovetcall, since
a possible in-between is very
cloquent and it may help the
encmy 1o reach the best contract
or warn him away from a had
one. The following deal was
plaved in different  tables
in one international match: at
many tables where the East-Wests
were left to their wits’ end, North-
Souths never interfered, the East-
Wests ended in no-trumps and
went down. But in two tables

an overcall because there arfmc North-Sozhs interfeved,

MY 3 evm 20

¢
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they geared East-Wests into the
correct contract.
West Dealer ¢

@ AQS8DH
W Kabj
G874
* jio b
$ |7 ® |2
VAR T AQg
G AKQ D532
&AK]Jgs53 SQA742
® K 10953
PI8a4u
OJgv
& 8
Bidding in different tables »—
Wrsr Easr
Olive Peterson Dr. Ross
1 dp (¢
o 3Nl
Pass
Levintritt Kahn
1 dp 1 O
S 3NT
Moyse, Jr. Rhodes
1 dp ca
3d 30
3 & 3 NT
Pass

+ In all the above sequences
of bidding where North-South
did not interfere, a spade was
led and the contract was one
set. But in the scquences

) s

West NortH  Easr  SOuTH -

1 & Pass 1O i
R J 5 4 4 dp  Pass
5 da 1%ass Pass Pass
1 dp Pass 1 & Pass
5 e 34 4@ Pas
10 Pass 4 7 Pass
5 & Pass Pass  Pass

Where North-South interfered
the correct contract was reached.

Purpose—The purposes of an
overcall are (1) buying the con-
tract that can be made and not
heing shut out of the game or a
part score, (2) ground-work
for & possible sacrifice, (3) to
indicatc a winning lead 1o
the partner, {Blackwood asks
not to overcait in a suit 1n which
you cannot stand a lead irom
your  partner}, (4} to talk
opponents out of something, (5) to
push the opponents beyond their
depths and  to a high contract.
which they cannot make, and
(6; nuisance value and 10 create
general confusion.  Talking op-
ponenis out ol something 15 by
switeswiping,  where the delen-
ders can sharply’ and  adroitly
deerease the  availability of the
opening side major-suit’s bidding
levels In the delender’s destruc-
tive bhidding by making overcalls
in g-card suns or with hands of
insutlicient strength, This is a
casc of high larceny in bridge and
is a highly unorthedox manner of’
bidding designed to  thwart
the opponents of their just and
optimum bids.  For example :—

MED L fa )~ T
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55w

O3
L)
O3

PO3P
v

Bidding :—
Wesr Norte East  Soutw
Pass Pass Pass 19
2 & 2  Pass  Pass

When West overcalled with
2 clubs North could not men-
tion spades at 2 level and the
2 spades optimum was missed
by North-South and were down
twoa.
Deal 2

#8754
vJab
O AQroy43
& Nil
® Qo $ 6302
@ 1032 ¥ K
O Kgba O J8
$#A854 #KJirogy62
$ AKJro
P AQ8754
Qo5
& 03
Bidding :—
Sourst West Norr  East
rQ Pam 2Q 4@
4V 5 30 Pass
5 &  Pass a88 Pass
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Because of the 4 clubs bid
by East, South dared not risk
a 4 spade over it but preferred
to call 4 Hearts and North-
South were cheated of a cold
slam is Spades, (The illustrations
are adopted from the American
Bridge World).

As to creating general con-
fusion Easely Blackwood says
that the chance is a 2 to 1 in
your favour and your partner
may also get confused, * Psy-
chic hids do (or are supposed
to do) the same thing. But
good bridge players strive for
charity, not confusion. If you
are better fand who is not)
your best practice is to make
sound plays and hids, Your
partner to whom you will have
o answer, will profit more from
such soundness than will the
npponents,”

Take-out  Double or Oveveall

The overcall and the take-
out double are part of the
defender’s bidding. Where the
defender wants to hear about
his partner’s suit he makes a take-
out-double, The tendency  of
modern players is to make shaded
take-out doubles in preference
to risky calls ‘hecause they feel
there is less danger in a shaded
take-out double than in an
overcall in a shaded suit,
'I_'Iu:scanbetruconlytoav‘er}
limited extent since in many
cases the choice between a take-
out double and an overcall
1% well marked, For example :—
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Ilustrations from the American
Bridge World.

{a) West calls a heart : North
and East pass: South holds, A
985 nil: KQao7:Jg862.
South has only shaded values
for a reopening double as there
is not encugh strength to take
care of the heart void. Samuel
Stayman says : “North may so
casily pass a double for penalties
that will not be forthcoming,
that T scttle for the bid of one
spade though a weak four-
carder.”

(5) West cails a heart and
South holds :—

KQ865:nil: Ag64:Q762.
North may well have to pass
because of heart swength if
South makes a take-out double.
The double is tabooed since
South’s heart void is such a
big flaw for defence that he
needs more than two honour
tricks as compensation. Yet dis-
tribution demands a competitive
effort. The overcail in spades
is the only correct bid.

{¢) East has called a club and

Southholds AK 643: nil: AK
1o 4: K g 4 2. Southdare nat

double, since he cannot stand a-

heart response and a response of
2 diamonds will only lead to
{uture complications. A club cue-
bid is not in order and & very
dangerous with a heart void.
The best effort is only in over-
calling in spades.

(d) West opens a club and
Northholds :—K 8 5: 1072

AK1042: A6, North not being
strong in majors should not
double but should call a diamend
and if partner overtakes volun-
tarily in either major he may
shoot to game.

(¢) West opens a heart and
North holds:—A Qg 752:96:
A7: Q72 A take-out double
with a spade bid to follow does
not describe the hand as an
immediate overcall of 2 spades.

Requirements :—The  require-
ments of an overcall depend
upon its being a weak or strong
one, upon the level of bidding,
upon vulnerability and also upon
position. The weak overcalls are
otherwise known as minimum
defensive ones. “Any defensive
overcall should show, in addition
to the winners required under the
Rule of 2 and 3, about 13 honour
tricks. In most cases the over-
call also shows a five-card or
longer biddable suit.” Minimum
overcalls are made, (a) af ome
level, if non-vulnerable with 4
winners a long suit e.g., Q roxx
(or K Q xx)and 1} honour tricks,
and if vulnerable with 5 winners,
4 suit as good as Q Joxxx
{or AQ Jx) and 14 honour-tricks
in either case if the unknown
trick value is shaded there must
be sufficient compensation by way
of more winners ; (5) at 2 lepel,
if non-vulnerable with 5 winners,
a fair 5-card or longer suit (never
a 4-carder) and a minimum
of 1} honour-tricks (i.e.,, more
plaving sirength is needed), and
if vuinerable witk 6 winners,
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with a swong rehiddable five-
card or longer suit and 2 or
more honour-tricks, (¢) and at
3 level (when not jump-bids)
more winners, guaranteeing no
particular honour-trick holding
“hbut merely the ability to win
6 tricks i not wvulnerable, 7
tricks if vulnerable.”

Owvercalls at two level shall not
be made unless the overcaller
will not lose more than two tricks
in the trump suit.  In overcalling
you are all out there for yourselt
and therefore the trump suit
should be anything like K Q]
10 9 and shall be such as you can
stand a lead in it from your
partner. If Fast opens a spade,
South vulnerable shall not stick
his neck out if he holds:
a8s5: 102 AKG43: Aoy,

Pre-cmptive overcalls (any jump
of more than one trick) is a weak
bid the purpose of which is to
prevent if possilMc the opponents
from exchanging information.
The requirements of a preventive
over-call is governcd solely by
the level of bidding subject to the
Rule of 2 and 3: the winners
govern but theve is no honouv-
trick requirement. Any  gver-
call at the range of three is nnt
necessarily a pre-emptive  one
For example.

South West North Fast

159 Pass 2 Q0 4 O

The 35 diamond overcall by
East is the minimum defensive
overcall over the last opposing
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bid and is a regular overcall
Butin

South West North East

1 2 5 db Single jump overcall.
3 @ Pre-emptive overcall.

The 3-club bid is a strength
showing overcall and the 4 spade
bid is a weak pre-emptive over-
call showing six winners when
not vulnerable and seven winners
when vulnerable with no  honour
tricks. Culbertson says, “it is
futile to pre-cmpt after an opening
bid by an opponent. He has
already laid the line of communi-
cation to his pariner ; the iulor-
mation transmitted, while possi-
bly incomplete, is usually suffi-
cient for carrying-on purpecse.”
Yet he also recognises “ opportu-
nities for pre-emptive coups when
certain conditions prevail.  With
such bidding as
South West  North East

1 Pass 2 -

Fast may hold a hand like,

SAK]108553: Qnil: $ QB8
+: 8 Q75

A pre-emptive spade hid at this
point may be highly provacative
10 the opening bidder. who is
apt teo rvegard it as an eflfort to
keep him quict.  He rmay have
planied either a three-heart or
a two-no-trwmp yrebid avey North's
heart raise ; a three spade bid
may spur him 1w four hearts,
Fast’s heart void indicates that
such a bid mav he cagerly wel-
comed by West, who may be
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loaded with hearts. 1 have l_).card
this “coup vulgarly but succicntly
deseribed as dumping th: oppo-
nents into partner’s lap.

“Reopening the bidding” is the
situation when the opeming hl::i
has been passed by the openers
partner. The cequirements fon
reopening  the  bidding by an
overcall by the fourth hand defen-
der are a little shaded for the
reasons “that itis unlikely that the
opponents  have “passcd ou]: r:
game al a one-hid"* and that the ’
may he ffa strong posssibihty
that the other defender has passed
a hand of hetter than averaae
sirength and yet a0 weak for an
over-call or take-out dauble .
The fourth hand may overcall
with 14 honour tiicks thouuh the
hand is a trick shurt of the satety
margin tequired by the Rule of
2 and 5. Holdine a strong suit
and about 2} honour-tricks, he
should make 2 jumprovercall of

7

two’. But in reopening the
bidding, there-is the risk of
giving the opponents another
chance to bid and make a higher
score. For example.

South West  North  East
19 Pass  Pass ?
East holds 6: Q o 7: A Q]
86:] 54 2: Last should not
overeall.  Where are the spadef;?
Does south want to reverse in
spades and steal game ?

South ~ West  North East.
I Pass  Pass ?
Joast holds : Q3 106 10: KQ

Ju76: 002 Fast shall pass

! o g n N
and never give a chance o lhl..
enemy o bid  in chearts ¢ onot

SIve ;'J;u'mvr the chance to hid

in hearts which East cannot

stand.,  The  hidden sun shall
nut he made alive.

U be conlinnd ).



ON THE ART OF DUCKING

By B. VExKATARAMAN],

As I read the article by Ewart
Kempson on ‘Ducking’ in the
December issue of the *° Bridge
World T thought to myself that
opportunities like those that were
mentioned by the author did not
occur quite as often as he ima-
gined. The same evening play-
ing a friendly match I picked up
the following hand :

® Q76
ZJa
O AQy
& KQ 10gj
Sitting North, I opened the

auction with one Club and the
bidding went on like this :

East-West being vulnerabie,
North East  South West
1dp ¢ 20 26
30 Double = Pass 3 P
Pass 4@ Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Pass

The double was of course quite
unnecessary on second thoughts,
My partner led the 6 of Hearts
and the dummy tabled :

& AKiosy
VAR LR

O —

P ABTE

The Ten of Hearts was put
from the Dummy and T covered it

with the knave of Hearts and the
Ace of Heart from the Declarer
won the trick. East (the dec-
farer) played a Diamond, ruffed it
in the dummy, and played the
Ace of Spades and then the king
of Spades on which he discarded a
Club from his hand. He then play-
ed the Ace of Clubs followed it
with a small Spade from the
dummy which he ruffed in his
hang with the cight of Hearts. The
declarer after ruffing played ano-
ther Diamond, ruffed it in the
dummy and came back to his
hand by ruffing a Spade again
with the Queen of Hearts. A Dia-
mond was ruffed in the dummy
with the nine of Hearts and the
King of Hearts was his tenth trick,
cross-ruffiing  giving him  the
c}(:ptract. The full deal was like
this.
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I immediately blamed my part-
ner for his supine lead and told
him that had he led 2 Club my
bid suit, the opponents would
have been in the soup. My part-
ner, a very sound player himself,
unusually appeared to agree and
even admitted that he had been
wool-gathering and was under
the impression that East had
called a Club.

I was interested to knew later
what had happened at the other
table, where the auction proceed-
ed more or less on the same lines,
our team-mates reaching the same
contract of 4 Hearts. But the
player sitting Seuth, who _was
apparently not ¢ wool-gathering
led promptly a Club which was
won by the Ace of Clubs in the
dummy, followed by two rounds
of Spades. On the second round
of Spades East discarded a Club
from the hand. A Spade was
ruffed in the hand and a diamond
was ruffed in the dummy
and then followed a small
pause. He very righty led a
small Club from the dummy
(good play, but too late). North
put the Queen, but South clever-
iy ruffed his partner’s winner and
returned the J of Spades brillian-
tly, which permitted North to
discard the Diamond Queen
from his hand, thereby preventing
dummy from getting a third ruff
of the Diamond suit. The contract
was one down.

Qur team player sitting Easr,
who was first inclined to admit

9

that he probably played the
hand badly, after hearing about
the defence at our table promp-
tly changed his tune and said
that if we were able to produce
only such indifferent dcgnce, it
was no wonder we lost our
matches.

Readers might have noticed by
now that at the second table the
contract could have been made,
had East led a Club from the
dummy after the Ace and King
of Spades. With a little thought,
they might also have found
out that the lead of the
trumps by my partner at our table
was the only killing lead ; All
I had to do was to duck without
letting go my knave as I did.

The principle of ducking in one
suit to promote an additional trick
in another suit before a vulnera-
ble side suit is attacked was aptly
illustrated in the recently held
par-contest event in the month of
December, 1956, The following
was the full deal as far as I
1 could recollect.

® A7z
¢ Kg
CAQJB64
A8
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The direeted lead was the Queen
of Clubs by East. I was playing
South and laid down the durnmy.

.My Partner rapidly surveyed
the Dummy and a smile appea-
red on his face—a smile that
was intended to convey to
me that he had the knotty
problem all worked out. And
after a good look at his hand orice
again (a purely reflex action)
I dare say he prompily drew asmall
club from the Dummy and
when West played low, with a
show of which enly he is capa-
ble, pulled out the Ace of clubs
between his {ore-finger and the
next and permitted each
opponent to have a lock at it
A minute or two of silent think-
ing followed after which my
partner came to the conclusion
that the deal was cbviously a
trap for the BEast West players
as there was apparently no snag
in the dummy play, as far as he
could see. He voluntarily offered
what was obviously intended
as a friendly tip ta the opponents
that the deal was mainly their
headache, prefacing his remark
by saying that he was offering
the 1ip although some might say
jt was against bridge -etiguette.

-

The remark coming as it did
from my partner, a player of no
mean ability and with a record
of striking successcs, particularly
in individual events, to his cre-
dit, naturally made a® profound
impression on the oppenents, who
were indeed in huddlgg on every
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lead therecafter with the result,
that we were the last to finish the
deal at our table, with the tour~
nament director almost shouting
atys. The contract was of course
one down and the surprise came
only after the solution was seen.
The problem was for my partner!
All my partner had to do was
to duck like a “man’ in the first
round, and promote a trick in
spades by ruffing the third
round, afier discarding a spade
from his hand on the Xing
of Club from the dummy. The

urpose of the deal being to
keep west from gaining an entry.

I came across yet another deal
fllustrating another aspect of
ducking so as to gain proper
timing, while playing recently in
my club. The following was
the full deal:

eAQTx
Y Axxxx
O J
& x x x
@ 10X
¢ xx
O AQxx
& Jioxx
& K x x
Y Kiox
O 10X XX
& Axx

North South reached the correct
contract of 4 Hearts by North.
Fast led the King of Clubs which,

L ZeR<k |
7‘17‘110:
—
JO:M"
"o
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was taken by the Ace in dummy,
and thereafter North could do
nothing and the contract was
one down. If he had ducked the
first round of Clubs and won the
trick in the second round the
contract could have been made.
He could then puil out two rounds
of trumps, and play out the Spade
suit discarding the third Club
in the dummy on the fourth spade
winpner.

1, therefore, feel that opportu-
nities to bring good coups by
ducking probably occur really
more often then we realise, if
only we keep our eyes sufficiently
open.

I will conclude this article by
reproducing below a particular-
ly pretty problem 1 have seen

Ir

somewhere, coming under this
head which same of- the readers
may be familiar with already,
and alf surely will be able to
solve without much difficulty.
The following is the full deal :

@ Q1065
VJ943
. 98
- dpAT3
& Agty ®J43
7 — - v Qs
OQ 1032 v KJs
S KQJs54 iogbbz
$ Kz
ZAKwu8762
QAj64

North South to make 12 tricks,
with Hearts as trumps, the lead
being King of Clubs by West.,



Scenes from 5. I. B. A. Finale, 1956.

‘The President address.
ing the meeting,

Bridgc fam aU.

Engrossed in making
the contract.

The magnificient trophy ‘coveted
by all - but only 2 paws were
lucky !

Another scene from
the 5.1.B. A, Finals,



END-PLAY—“THROW IN”
By ¢ Traxs',

Pedant : * Good evening, Was
T rude last time ?”’

Me : “No Sir. You had good
reason to be dissatisfied with us.”
The Pedant said that he was upset
because he was coming very
nearly to the end of his practical
discourses and still we were all
fumbling every time. But we
said that cach sitting was giving
us only a new idea which we
togk some time to know and assi-
milate. We also said that to
avoid more strain to him we
had read some books on play
and subsequent sittings would not
be so tough to the teacher as
before. He came down no doubt.
But our reference to a study of
books rather surprised him. His
face showed it and probably he
thought that we might be incli-
ned to discuss and differ and
so on. Thoughtfully he dealt
the cards. The deal was as
follows. The final contract was
6 Hearts by South doubled by

West opened his king of diamonds.
South ruffed it and played one
round of trumps. Wpcst showed
out. South was considering his
next move and ultimate course
of action, The Pedam, ner-
vous to be aggresiive since we
had read our text-books, - mildly
said that the only chance was to
throw-in to East. He added that
throw-in was a type of end-play
and it forced the opponent to
play to our advantage by cither
giving us one trick or 2 tricks,
or a ruff and discard according to
the circumstances. We listened
and the ground covered was
familiar, South entered the dum-
my with Spade Ace and played
a Diamond and ruffed it. Ano-
ther Spade gave the next entry
to dummy. A third Diamond was
ruffed by South. A small club
from South gave the trick to
Dummy’s King. Dummy next
played his Spade Jack on
which South discarded his club.
The fourth Diamond was played
from dummy and it was ruffed
by South who next played his
club Ace and next a small club.
East had to ruff it and then
being thrown-in had to yield
both tricks to Scuth. It wat
interesting to us : but wé asked
if it was not possible for defen.
ders to defeat a throw-in and enc
play. He smiled and was reti
cent.
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He dealt the cards again.
They were as follows. The final
contract was 3 N. T. by South.

This deal is from American
Bridge Werld.

'Sou-m wesr NortH  East

10 —_ 1 7 -
2 db — 2 & —
2NT — sNT —

West led the four of clubs.

“South won with the King. South

Jed the King Diamond and
West ducked. South repeated
Diamond queen and West won
with ace and played the third
Diamond which East won with
Jack. He played his club and
it was won by smu!f} ‘VI;lth:“s
ack. He played his fourth Lhas
{nond on thich East discarded
a Heart. South played his
Ace of clubs on which East
discarded a Spade. South then
led the ten of Hearts. East had
now to play his spade. West
played the cighton 1t and dummy
won with the nine. Then the
Spade Ace won the trick and

South played his ten of Spades.

15

East was end-played. He had
w -play Hearts, We were
surprised to see that East was
thrown-in not once but twice.
Quite intercsting but there was
no answer to our question whether
a throw-in can be defeated.

The Pedant naturally felt
that we gained the impression
that he had cvaded the last
question. With a superior alr

" he handed over the cards to

North. He himself took his
position as East. We thought
we were in for trouble. North
dealt the cards. He called 1
spade. South called 2 db, Nerth
24p, South 37, North 4G, South
5¢, North 6 clubs and South
wound ~up with 6 Hearts.
Throughout the bidding East and
West kept mum. They were
watching. The deal was as
follows.

& AQio85
P Aoz
$ 753
& A6 .
Kg32 $ J764
%7593 P Q64
O Ja84 $ Qo
» 72 & Q843
& Nil .
Z KJo8
OH AK62
& KJiogs

This deal is from Champion-
ship Bridge.

West led the four of Diamonds.
South won it and played his
five of clubs and 1t was won
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by dummy with its Ace. Club
was followed and South played
his King on it and did not finesse.
A third club by South was ruffed
by West and overruffed by North
with the ten. North’s five of
Diamonds was won by South
with Ace. The ten of clubs
was played and it was ruffed
by West and owverruffed with
the Ace by dummy. Two of
Hearts was played, Fast played
the four on it, and South played
the ecight. South then played
his King of hearts, West dis-
carded his two of Spades, North
discarded five of Spades and
East most dramatically threw the
Queen on it and sacrificed one
sure trick,. We were all dumb-
founded. That is why our
Pedant took East’s position.
The contract was set one. QOur
Pedant was a sight for gods
to see. Though it might be
mistaken for irreverence we all
shook hands with hima. The sure
end-play was sidestepped by
East. What a beautiful answer
to our’ question. We asked
him how he could have anti-
cipated this distribution and sat
East. He admitted that before
handing over the pack to North,
he had arranged the cards for
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this particular deal and there-
fore knew the distribution before-
hand. He added that this
deal was played by Goren and
Sobel and Killis and Young.
They were hallowed names in
Bridge. We were inquisitive and
asked who was East among
them. He answered that it
was Helen Sobel the greatest
woman player in the world.
We were ashamed. We won-
dered if the weaker sex was
capable of such brilliant thinking
and execution. The  Pedant
said that we must revise our
notions of women and  that
they were not *“ weaker™ but
*fairer”, We  had an im-
mediate urge to sit at a table
with such experts and play with
and against them. The Pedant
laughed at our impudence and
said that much ground had to
be cleared before reaching them
and playing with them. We
decided that the Pedant’s out-
look was gloomy but we
answered him that in  a short
time we would reach great
heights of play. He blessed
us in the true spiritual way
by spreading his palms and
motioning his hands wup and
down and said *‘cheer you™.

AU b sl

Edited by T. 5. CHANDRASEKARAR.

The final rounds of the ,South
Indian Bridge Associations An-
nual Champienship tournaments
were played at the Corporation
Stadium, Madras, from the
2ond to 25th December 1g56.
Besides the qualified teams {rom
the various zonal cenues wo
teams from Andhra rcpresenting
the Andhra Bridge Association
took part in the final vounds
by special invitation. Of speeial
interest to the Atbizer was the
Par Contest for which sixteen
selected deals were sct hy M. I
Sullivan, Australia. The dc:;ls
were, as usual, interesting, n-
structive and the Organisers
special efforts in staging this
cvent  were praiseworthy.

The City Club, Tiruchira-
palli, who became the new
champions deserve to be con-
gratulated on  their welcome
return to form afier a lapse of
four years. Their victorics over
some of thc fancied trams, the
Tenali team (Andhra) and the
T. Nagar Social Club team
(Madras City), holders for the
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last two years, was the result
of their steady, unruffled dis-
play. The T* Nagar Social Club
who were thc runncrs-up Wwere
unlucky to los¢ in the finals
by the narrow margin of four
International match points. The
Sir T. Sadasiva Iyer’s Rolling
Trophy has, thus, gone to the
moffussilites once  again and
the City players will, it is hoped,
shake off their lethargy and
try to win it back in 1957.

A magnificent silver trophy
was donated by Sri M. R. 8.
Manickavelu Chettidr for the
winners in the Par Contest,
We hope that the Tournament
Committee will have this cvent
as one of the regular items m
the final rounds in future.
Among the other events ‘the
Individual Championship which
was won hy G. N_.
Chari and Sri Rama Murti
jointly—this  cvent had o
De played in two scctions—atira-
cted a good number of entries.

* * *

A
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At the General Body Meeting
held on the evening of 25th
December, 1956, the following
Office Bearers were elected for
the current year :

President :

Justice P. Rajagopalan.

Vice-Presidents :

K. R. Sundatam Iyer and
M. R. 5. Manickavelu Chettiar.

Hon. Secretary ;

A. R. Krishnaswami,

Hon. Asst. Secretary ;

T. 8. Chandrasckaran.

Hony. Treasurer :

8. Mahalingam,

. Members of the Executive Council

Madras :

J- Subbuswami,

K. Guru Dutt,

E. Solomon,

N. Ramaratnam.

R. Sankaran.

T. R. Samoo.

M. Subbiah (7iruchirapalli),

Appadurai ( Tanjore).

S. T. Chari (Devakotiai).

V.R. Srinivasachari (Cuddalore).

B. 8. Krishnamurthy

‘ (Coimbatore).

K. R. Soundararajan (Gobi).

The Executive Council have
since elected the following special
committees :

Editorial Committee :

T. 8. Chandrasekaran ({Con-
vener and Business Editor),

N. Ramaratnam {General
Editor).
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E. Solomon.

P. 8. Sundaresa Iyer,

P. 8. Reddy.

S. Rajam chr (Tiru ur}.
K.C. hmtmm.p )

M. §. Krishnaswami, Madurai.

Tournament Commitiee

T. 8. Doraiswami Iyer (Con-
vener),

T. 8. Chandrasekaran.

J. Subbuswami.

C. V. Venkatesan.

T. R. Samoo,

Membership Commitier ;

K. Guru Dutt, Madras.
V. R. Srinivasachari -
dalore. arh Cud
M. 8. Krishnaswami, Madurai.
ﬁ. R. Sundararajan, Gobi.
- N. 8. T. Chidambaram
Devakottai. ’
C. S, V. Ramanan, Tanjore.
Rangarajan, Tiruchirapalli,
Tributes were paid at the
meeting to the yeomen services
rendered by the outgoing Sec-
retary Mr. Guru Dutt, who
had 10 lay down his office
due to exigencies of work. Mr
A. R. Krishnaswami who succeeds
him comes with a tradition
of hard work and service to
the game behind him and the
Association, will, we hope grow
from strength to st in
the coming years.

Detailed results of the wvarious
events appear on page 20,

L] | »
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ANDHRA—MADRAS MaTCIH.

The Second Annual Madras-
Andhra match was played at
Vijayawada on the 13th, 14th

and 15th January, 1957.

in 1956 a total of 160 boards
were played and the Andhra
team won gnce again althou_gh
by a small margin of 13 in-
ternational match points.

The teams were ©

Andhra

A.  Sriramamurtht (Non-
playing Captain).

P. Tilak.

K. Subbaramiah.

N. Venkat Rao.

P. Tirumal Rao.

C. Sambasiva Rao.

A. Ramamurthy.

Madras -

P. S. Reddi {Captain).

K. C. Ramaratnam.

P. S. Sadasivam.

G. K. Gopalaswamy.

K. Guru Dutt.

T. R. Samoo Iyer.

A good deal of criticism
has been made of the manner
in which the Madras players
were chosen. It is generally
felt that the clalims ofa nun_xbltl:r
of promisi yers, especially
in fhe. moﬁsg, have been over-
looked but there is little justifi-
cation for such criticism, for,
the selectors were really fa
with a difficult problem and
have pethaps donc their best
in the limited time at their
dis . The Tiruchi pair V.
Subramaniam and M., Subbiah
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who were invited declined
at the last moment and this
added to the difficulties of
the selectors. The Association
will, for their part, do ~ well
to think of more youngsters
for such representative matches
in future, as the older men
have disappointed once again.

We congratulate the Andhra
team who won the event for
the second year in succession,
Their consistency and cool-
headedness have once again
helped them to snatch away
the prize after trailing behind
their opponents by a big margin.

» * *

There has been little Bridge
activity among the local clubs this
year and the lure of Rummy
appears to have weaned away
most of the bridge fani. The
B. & C. Mills Assistants’
Association have given up their
usual annual tournaments for
want of encouraging response.
For 'the same reason the Pairs
Progressive events which used
to enjoy good partonage has
been abandoned by the Mylapore
Club who are having only the
main  knockout  team-of-four
event this year for the U. 5.
Ramasundaram Rolling Trophy.
We fervently hope that the
M. U. C. and tﬂe T’Nagar
Social Club’s annuval tourna-
ments will as usual draw a good
field.

The Madras City League
Tournament will be the only
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other interesting ecvent and we
trust these martches will unearth
a lot  of new talent,

As if to make up for all this
- apparent lack of enthusiasm the
Gobichettipalayam Cosmopolitan
Club invited a team of Madras
players from the Mylapore Club
for a friendly challenge match
of 128 boards. Inspired by
their veteran K. R. Sundara-
rajan  they got up a local
tecam to challenge the Madras
players and a tecam of six
players under N. Ramaratnam
visited Gobt on 16th and 17th
March  for this match, The
Madras Team who won by a
handsome margin  were pre-
sented with gold medals, kindly
donated by J. Subramaniam,
himself, an ardent lover of the
game, and a member of the
Gobi team. The players were ;

Mpylapore Club, Madras ;
-N. Ramaratnam,
C. V. Venkatesan,
G. N. Chari. )
B. Venkataramani.
. R. Sankaran.
T. 8, Chandrasckaran.
Gobi Cosmopolitan Club
K. R. Sundararaja Tyer,
(Captain).
G. V. Srikantan.
. K. Somasundaram,
S. Jayaraman.
K. Ambi Sastri,
N. Chandramouli.
J. Subramaniam.

- At a pleasant function got up
in this connection, Mr, Muthuvel,
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the District Munsiff, presented
the gold medals to the members
of the winning tcam {rom Madras.
» * *
Results of the Final and Zonal
Round Matches for the 1956 Annual
Championskip Tournament,
T'mar Rounbs .
* Duplicate Knockout ; Winners -
The City Club, Tiruchi,
M. Subbiah.
V. Subramaniam.
Dr. M. K. Sahadevan,
R. Nataraja Iver,
5. V. Natarajan.
Runners-up:. TN.S.C. Madras.
P. S. Sadasivam.
T. 8. Chandrasekaran,
5. T. Achar.
K. C. Ramaratnam,
R. Sankaran.
Pairs Progressive :
North-South :  Winners:
D. N. Reddy and Saran.
East-West © Winners :
Raju and Venkataratnan,
North-South :  Runners-up :
E. 8. Natarajan and C. R.
Anathanarayanan. .
East-West :
E. N. Mylappan and Gani.
Master Patrs :  Zone I :
E. 8. Natarajan and C. R.
Ananthanarayanam.
Lone 1T :
G. N. Chari and Gury Dutt,
Runners-up : Zone I,
G. K. Sundaram and Srini-
vasa Tyer. -
Zone I+
M. K. Sahadevan and Ambi
Iyer,
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Individual Championship

Winners :  Zone I:

G. N, Chari

Lone II :

Sriramamurthi.

Runners-up :

G. K. Gopalaswami, Jone I :

Gani. Zene IT:

Duplicate Progressive : Winners ©

A. R, Krishnaswami.

M. R. Duraiswami Iyer.

T. Srinivasan.

T. V. Venkatram.

Runners-up : '

E. N. Mylappan.

Gani.

Y. Doraswami Iyer.

S. Suriyanarayana Iyer.
Par Contest.

Winners :

East-West ;

R. Sankaran and S. K. Sub-
ramaniam,

North-South :

P. S. Reddy and K. C.
Ramaratnam.

Rowners-up :

Eagt-West. ‘

M.R.S. Manikavelu Chetti and
S. T. Chari,

North-Soush : -

V. Subramanyam and M.
Subbiah,

Prof. Suriyanarayana and Dr.
Sahadevan.
City League.

Winners : "T.N. 8. C.

T, S. Chandrasckaran,

- &

R. Sankaran.

P. 8. Sadasivam.
Sadhuram Dave,

V. Kuppuswami,

P. S. Natarajan.
Runners-up ;. ML C.

K. S. Narayana.

K. Guru Dutt,

S. K. Subramaniam.

G. K. Gopalaswami.

M. Rangaswami.
Olagappan.

Special Prize for Non-Winners :
Burma-Shell Club :

R. Rajagopalan,

E. 8. Natarajan.

P. K. Janakiram.

C. R. Ananthanarayanan.
G. N. Viswanathan.

U. C. Radhakrishnan.

Zonal Rounds :

Duplicate Knock-out : Cuddalore.
Cosmopolitan Club :

S. Radhakrishna Naidu.

A. Konda Reddiar,

V. Sundaram.

V. R. Srinivasachari. !

K. Srinivasan.

Master Pairs © Winness.

B. Sadasiva Rao and Manicka-

vasagam Pilla1.

Tiruckirapalli ; Duplicate Knock-

ouf :

E. N. Mylappan.

N. V. M. Gani.

A. K. Sherfudin.

S. Suryanarayana Iyer.
Y. Duraiswami Iyer,



Pairs Progressive :

North-South : Winners :

Y. Duraiswami Iyer.

Suryanarayana lyer,

East-West : Winners :

S. Parthasarathy and Rathnam
Pillai.

Moaster Pairs ;. Winpers :

M. Subbiah.

V. Subramanyam.

Tanjore ;

Duplicate Knock-out.

Mrs. Pandyan.

3. Rajaramier.

K. V. Ramanathan,

P, N. Ranganathan,

Pairs Progressive :

North-South :

Rajendran and Dorairaj,

East-West :

G. Sundaram and Panchapa-
kesan,

Masier Pairs :

Rajendran  angd

Madras :

Duplicate Knock-out «

Winners (M.1.C.).

g. IS{ l\é::)rayana.

. K. Gopalasami,

K. Guru Dutt,

S. K. Subramaniam,

M. Rangasami

Runners-up T.N.S.C.).

T. 8. Chandrasekaran,

S. T. Achar,

K. C. Ramaratnam.

R. Sankaran.

P. 5. Sadasivan.

Pairs Progressive ;

North-South ; Winners «

R. Sankaran and Sadhuram
Dave,

Dorairaj.
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East-West : Winners :
P. 8. Reddy and K. C. Rama-

ratnam,
Master Pairs.
Mrs, and Mr. Solomon,
Coimbatore.—
Duplicate Knock-out :
Kuppusami.
Seshasayee.
S. T. Chari.
Ramamurthy.
Parthasarathi,
Master Patrs © Winners
Lakshmiah and Rangaraj.
Gobicheltipalayam.—
Duplicate Knock-out ;
K. R. Sundararajan,
G. K. Nanjundier.
A, R. Somasundaram.
K. 8. Chandrasekaran.
G. V., Srikantier,

Master Pairs : Winners

M. S. Venkatasubramania Iyer
and G. D. Venkatasubbu.

Karaikudi, —

Duplicate Knock-out :

T. Sundararajan,

C. Srinivasan,

S. T. Chari,

A. Bundararajan.

Pairs Progressive : North-South :

M. N. 8. T. Chidambaram,

C. Annamalai.

East-West :

P. L. A. Nachippa and S.A.M,
Meyyappa.

Master Pairs : Winners

N. K. N. Nachiappa.
Sambandam,

BRIDGE AND SOME THAT PLAY IT
By A Brince Fax,

“ Poychology at Bridge can be
dc:ﬁm:ﬁ"c as gtﬁe process of taking
into consideration the personal
element involved, #z., the ten-
dencies, idiosyncrasies and re&
actions of specific partners an
specific opponents. '
P":‘The sum total of all technical
knowledge cannot make a mas-
ter Contract Bridgi: playc.r. -

“ ersonal element in con-
tract'nil: I:a pervasive that few
intelligent bids or plays can be
made without ta.king_ it into consi-
deration. So true is this that a
good bid or play may be reduced
to a formula thus:

lE)r—flila—y-iq:)artru::"s; psycho-

Situation

logy + opponents’ psychology=
X.

¢ With correct valuation ap-
plied to every element, X..wn’l,l
of course represent perfection,
so says the illustrious Culbertson.

It is thercfore neccssa;y that

study our partners and oppo-
::nts ; ystudyp their character,
inclinations, reactions, foibles,
aggressiveness, timidity, conﬁdetrlz-
ce, optimism, etc. _S}xch a study
should pay rich dividends.

There is S, meticulous and
impeccable—meticulous  ahout
the draw, the shuffle, the cut
and the deal. In character 1m-
poccable, in speech impeccable,

in bidding and play impeccable
too. In fact, the British Indian
Civil Servant was his prototype—
punctual, impartial and correct.
Partnering S, or even playing
against him, one can be sure of
him—no psyche, no hocus-pocus
there. Everthing is above hoard.
He means what he says and-says
what he means.

Next is T, highly wily,
and doubly foxy, who believes
and rightly so, that it is ethical
and sportsmanlike to lay traps
in Bridge both in bidding and .
play. He would occasionally psy-
che, push you up to an impossible
contract, or double a one bid of a
possible slam contract and stop
you short of it With him at the
table, you should have all your
wits about you as partner, and
more so, as an opponent.

Then we have N, who
knows all the rules and techni-
calities. With a partner as good
as he, the opponents beware !
With a weak partner he bids
and plays just the same and gets
into trouble. When the dis-
position of the cards is known,
he becomes a veritable champion!

Finally, we come to G,uwho
believes he plays as well as
any of the best. He has just bid
and made an easy slam. Yon
lean Cassius, an opponent know-
ing G, to be highly pampered



a4

and gullible says to him that he

made a very clever bid,
and made it very well indeed.
G i5 quite pleased but his
partner blessed in abundance
with the gift of the gab, pooh-
" poohs the whole thing saying,
that the slam was a lay-down
and that even a novice could not
have failed to make it ! The slam-
bidder besides giving him a
withering look utters never a
word,
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It is obvious he is fretting and
fuming. A few deals later, he
bids another slam. His one ob-
Ject 1s to belie his partner by mak-
ing the contract however diffi-
cult it may be. Unfortunately,
his temper stands in his way and
he is unable to plan correctly,
The contract is set, This time
his talkative partner curbs him-
self and gives G, a silent look
of compassion, :

‘ By E. SoLosoN

Enguiry.—~—I would like to have
your comments on the following
bidding sequences which proved
very costly to my team at the
S.I.LB.A. Finals held recently in
Madras.

(i) West dealer : Neither side
vulnerable.

WEsT East
® Qo8 & AKg3
Q10g762 Y KQs
Q 1064 O Kgs
» 85 & AK73

West Norrn East  Sourn

Pass Pass 1 4 1 O
Pass Pass Double Pass
2  Pass 4@ Pass
Pass  Double Redouble Pass
Pass Pass

{(ii) East dealer : East-West
vulnerable.

Wzsr : Easr
$ KQ6 $ ]85
VAg VKQ73
O 84 O Kga
$g76432 &AKs

East SoutH West  NorTH

1 Pass 2 dp Pass
2 Pass g 4 Pass
Pass Pass

Reply—(i) West’s jump bid to-
two hearts after his partner’s.
informatory double is so odori-
ferous that we are inclined to
take the charitable view that

rhaps the jump was inadver-
{);nt. p'ﬁl"wo hcartI; is all that he
should bid and even if partner
raises to three the bidding should
die there.

(ii) We presume that the
reason why this sequence proved
costly was because a game in
no-trump was missed. We our~
selves recommend the 16 to 18

. point no-trump and would open

East’s hand in pedestrian fashion
with a bid of one no-trump.
West holding g points, not to -
speak of a six-card suit, would
then make the equally pedestrian
response of three no-trump, a
contract that has a very fair
chance of making. There would
be nothing brilliant about cur
bidding ; but we would arrive

~
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without difficulty at a good
contract and no suits would be
mentioned to assist South in
selecting his opening lead.

The actual “ prepared ” bid
of one club made by East does
not find favour with us. Pre-
pared bids must be restricted
rigorously to those hands only
that cannot be opened with
one no-trump and where no bid
in a four-card suit is available
admitting of a convenient rebid
on partner’s suit over-call. Even
if by some convention, of which
we are not informed, East is
debarred from making a no-
tramp opening, we would bid
one heart and reply to any suit
response of partner at the lowest
level in no-trump.

Enquiry~—Kibitzing a recent
duplicate match 1 was surprised
to find a seasoned North South
pair stop at a three spades
contract on the following hands :

NorTH Souta
® Qo376 ® AKg8y
V8742 Y AQJr0
O Ay O. D8
& 42 P J83
. East dealer: North South
vulnerable.

The bidding sequence was :

East .SoutrH Wsesr NorTH

Pass 1 & Pass 2 &

Pass %’ < Pass 3 &
Pass 285 ass
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Please examine if North or
South was more to blame for
missing the oold game.

Reply —Because the single suit
raise is such a discouraging res-
ponse we conkider that if, after
we have made it, partner still
persists with the auction we
should search our hand care-
fully for any less ohvious values
that might enable us to help
pariner to a game contract.

In North’s position after part-
ner has heard our bare raise
to two spades and come out with
a further bid of three hearts—
undoubtedly a try for game—
our thoughts would probably
have proceeded thus :

Partner is not satisfied that
there is only a part score in this
deal. He thinks that we may
be missing a game and has sent
out a feeler. Now what sort of
hand can he have ? Surely at
least nine cards in the two niajor
suits and if only nine then his
high card values will be corres-
pondingly greater. We should
have no losers in spades and m
four hearts will probably enable
the suit to be brought in ‘with the
loss of one trick only. In the
minor suils my partner can have
no more than four cards and I am
providing him with an ace here.
Therefore it is likely that we have
not more than four losers, one in
the majors and three in the
minors, while my doubleton in
clubs may eliminate one of the
latter.  Partner does fancy a game
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30 why don’t T bid it ? * Four
Spades .

It is far from our intention,
however, to cast the entire onus
for the missed game on North.
We know quite a few players
who on pariner’s raise to two
spades would jump straightaway
to four, holding the South hand.
We find it a pleasure to partner
these players.

Enguiry.—Please discuss in your
columns how the following East
West hands should be bid :—

WesT BasT
A AKjs4z2
YAKQJ439Y 95
$ 1087y o —
$ AG ¢ Kiwog4i32

In the actual sequence the
bidding went :—

East SourHn WEest NORTH

t & Pass 3¢ Pass
4 Pass 4  Pass
Pass Pass

During the post-mortem both
East and West contended that
they had bid their hands in the
best possible way and were not
willing to take the extra risk in
exploring the possibilities of a
slam for fear of overcalling ;
East because he had little values
and West because he had ah:ea:dy
made a jump bid and was siting
back for partner to speak.

Reply.—~We don’t like West’s
last bid of four hearts. Sure he
has made a jump bid, but the
jump is forcing only to game
.and four hearts lets parmer
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completely off the hook. After
all partner did find the strength
to bid a second suit at the level
of four. What more does West
expect him to do—raise hearts,
when he cannot possibly have.
any sort of support for this suit ?
Sorry we cannot provide a
sure-fire formula for bidding the
grand slam, but here is a sequence
that we very much favour (—

EaAsT WEeST

-3
13 5 dp
6 & 6
7 ¢

Enquiry.—What are the general
requirements for a sacrifice
bid? North Scuthin the follow-
ing deal were set two tricks in
their six spades contract while
they could have easily turned
the penalty in their favour by
doubling their opponents. Please
cniticise if the sacrifice was un-
warranted ; if so whether North
or South was responsible for the
poor resuit.

North dealer : Both sides
vulnerable.

dKQJiod43
¢ 9

OCKQJrog8y6

A752 - &9
%Km%?ﬁs:}@.]
2?& »J87

w

Qiog6543
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The bidding :
NortH East Sourn West

Pas
}.’.as’s 2 8 15’:1: P:;:
6 & Pass Pass Pass

{y.—We suspect that our
IegRi? 'tzcing pulled. If anybody
will instruct us on the * general
requirements » for a sacrifice bid,
so that we can distinguish wun-
erringly those hands where a
sacrifice would prove profitable
and those where it would not,
we would give him—yes we
would even given him one of our
mest cherished bridge trophies,

Turning to the actual deal of
the enquiry we can only comment
that all four players seem to have
been attacked by a fit of mad-
ness—or they are just poor lost
babes in the wood ! East’s first
overcall of five diamonds—Ye
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Gods, he was vulnerable !—is.
sheer effrontery while his second
bid of six diamonds reveals him
clearly as a psychopath. South’s
bid of five spades i quite in-
comprehensible and we are alsg-
taken aback at his failure
to double six diamonds. West
made no bid throughout the
auction. That he did not double
five spades or even six spades
whilst holding ace to four spades
as well as the singleton ace of
clubs, not to mention his part-
ner’s vigorous bidding while vul.
nerable, convinces us that he
recognised his partner as the
escaped guest of a mental insti-.
tutton and discreetly declined
to provoke him to bid seven
diamonds. What of North ?
Undoubtedly he accompanied
East in the break-out from the:
same institution,

PAR CONTEST-—1956.

The most interesting cvent 1n
the annual tournament at the
Stadium  was the Pal;cr Com@gt
played on 23rd December, 1956
Sixteen specially selected hands
parpointed by M. J. Sullivan
were duplicated and played
simultaneously at all tables and
some of the best players in the
city and the moffusil participated
in the event. The complete
deals together with the author’s
comments are given in the follow-
ing columns.

Hand 1 :
95 .
AR
OJirs52
$Ag85
#KJioga HAQSBE
Vs Vs
oQs OAKio64
$ Q53 o072
$ 74
PAKQg42
<93
K4

Dealer : North Vul: Nil.

Bidding Par.

East-West, for finishing in 3 &
or 4 4, or for doubling any
bid of 4-odd or higher: 2 pomnts.

Official Bidding.

Norta EasT SouTH Wasr
Pass 1O 1Y 1 é
Pass 4P Pass  Pass
Pass ‘ '

West to play hand in 4 .

North must lead H J.

Playing Par.
North-South for 4 or more
tricks but only if South won

the opening lead and led & J.

4 Points.

Official Comment. .

Bidding—It is a moot point
whether game should be bid on
the East-West cards. P;‘n‘, there-
fore has been made elastic.

Play.—A glance at dummy
shoul_()i’ indicate the futility of
seeking defensive tricks in trumps
or diamonds. If contract is to be
defeated three tricks must be
found in the club smit. South

must overtake P J and lead &b J.

Hand 2.
SdKQ3
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Dealer : East. Vul. North-South.
: Bidding Par
North-South, finishing in 6 d:
2 Points.
: Official Bidding.
East Soutn West NorTtu
Pass 1dp 1 & 3 &
Pase 3 Pass 4 N.T.
Pass 5 Pass G &
South to play hand in 6 dp
West must lead H Q.
Playing Par.
North-South for 12 tricks.
8 Poinis.
Official Comment.
Bidding.—A small slam in clubs,
which c¢an be made against
practically any normal distri-
bution, should be bid on the
North-South cards.
Play.—Opening lead should be
taken in dummy and a low
trump led to an honour in South.
When West discards, $ K should
be surrendered to West’s Ace,
two moare diamonds ruffed low
in South, and, on fourth round
of trumps, South’s @ A should be
jettisoned to squecze Waest over
three suits.

Hand 5
Pdogd542
S & rot
by
&g
@ 103 AKS
UVAK 74 QJ3z2
QOAK 73 95
$dAG2 &Kasg
»QJ7
VELEF'
o J8
$dQJio74
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Dealer: South.  Vul: East-West:

Bidding Par.

East-West, for finiching in 6
7 : 2 Points, 8

East-West, for finishing in any
game-going contract in hearts or
No-trumps : t Point.

Offictal Bidding.
Sourre  WEesT NortH  East

Pass 1P Pass 3
Pass 4NT. Pass 50
Pass 6 Pass Pass

West to play hand in 6 .
North must lead & g v

Playing Par,

East-West, for 12 tr'(-:k.
Points. e

Official Comment.

Bidding.—Because the Rasta
West cards are of such balanced
distribution, the bidding par has
been made elastic.

Pigy—To test out the distri-
bution, West should take opening
lead with Ace and return a club
forthwith. When North show
out, the winning procedure of
subsequent dummy reversal is
clearly indicated. Tf North does
not ruff, 8 K should be cashed
and a third round: led.
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" Hand 4.

&
PJiwogb
OKJiob

dg8742

Dealer : West. Vaul : ALl

Bidding Par.
East-West, for finishing ir: 5 #b
or 3 N.T.
Offictal Bidding.
West Norta East SoUTH
1 & Pass 2d  Pass
3N T. Pas 4dp  Pass
5 de Pass Pass Pass
East to play hand in 5 L 4
South must lead & 1o.
Playing Par.
East-West, for 11 tricks, but
only il low spades were played
from hoth hands to opening
lead : 4 Points.

Official Comment.

Bidding.—The singleton spade
should deter East from any slam
asgpirations.

Play.—An example Of: the
Sullivan Coup, first noted in the
1951 World Olympic.
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Provided two tricks can be won
in spades, East can count cleven
tricks ; but two tricks cannot be
won in spades if North can ruff
any spade honour-card. Re-
course to the Sullivan Coup pre-
vents that disaster.

Hand 5.

$ Qio

v_.__.

O AJor4

$AQ8732

8 #KJgs

$K49265 P Aro7g2
O Q Q32
$J10954 K6

65

$A76S3
(VRGN R
O Kio8
&

Dealer: North. Vul: North-South
Bidding Par.
North-South  finishing 6 O

z Points.
Offisial Bidding.
Norta East  SoutH  WEST

1o 19 30 49
6 O Pass Pass Pass
Playing Par.

North-South, for 12 tricks.
4 Points.

Oﬁ"‘wial Comment.
Bidding.—The small slam in

diamonds is a better than even
chance and, therefore, should be
had.
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Plgy.—Capturing West’s D Q
with the Ace, North should play
«C A for a spade discard and ruff
a club. When C K drops, hearts
and clubs should be cross-ruffed
until only three cards remain
in all hands. A lead of C Q to
trick 11 endplays East who can
ruff only to lead down to 8 Q
or discard a spade only to find
North playing two winning
spades.

[Editor’s Comment.—Most of the
competitors actually started off
zuffing a low club at trick 2 in the
dummy. There are plenty of en-
tries to either hand and as the
club suit is easily established

the contract was made without ,

the elaborate process mentioned
above. Playing Par points were
awarded to those North Souths
alsoas the tournament committee
felt there was nothing funda-
mentally different in principle,
in this line of play.]
Hand 6.

®AQJ7

i10gB6z2

QO Kgs

&7
Krosg PgB8bye
K

AQJB6 q(?}A‘}
2
95QJ’ Q?08632

CQRJ753
& lolg 4
HPAKQT4

Pealer : East. Vul : East-West

Bidding Par. )
North-South, for finishing in
3 @ or 4 ), or for doubling

PO
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East-West at 3-odd or higher :
2 Points.

_ Official Bidding.
East  SoutH Wsesr NorTtH
Pass r g 1 O H Q?
Pass 4 Pas Pass
Pass

North to play hand ;
East must lead { 3, "4
Playing Par,
East-West for 4 tricks: 4 Points.
Official Comment.

Bidding.—Another border-line
game hand with a compensating
elastic par.

Play—~—When West takes D A
and pushes out North’s D K with
a high diamond continuation
East must ruff with H A and
return H 4 % ensure another
diamond trick for West.

Hand 7.

.
\485“) 2

Dealer : South. Vul ; All,
Bidding Par.

East-West, for finishi
2 Points, g 6 &

MARUH 1957 13

Official Bidding. Bidding Par.

Sournm  Wast NogtH  EAST  Norh-South, for finishing in
}l:ass 1 ‘ Piss 2 Q 3 N.T. 2 Points,
ass 3@ Pas 4 d L pe g
Pass 6 4 Pass Pass Official Bidding.
East 1o play hand in 6 & W Norte East  Soutk
South must lead H K.
Playing Par. Pass 1 & Pas 2 O
{East-Wmt for 12 tricks,rBw Pass gNT Pass 4§
ondy if spades were played from Pass .
both hands to Trick 2 : 4 Points. > 59
Official Comment.

Bidding. —The small slam
sl}ould be bid regardless of what
:::ldding system is being employ-

North to play hand in 5 O
East must lead &b 3.

Playing Par.

i North-South, for 11 tricks,
Play.-—Ducking a spade to trick  pyp onfy if North held up on

2 ensures the contract against opening lead : 4 Points.

any 4-2 black suit breaks and,

thj:;‘lcforc, should be made forth- Offisial Comment.
with,
Bidding.—~The cast-iron no-
Hand 8. trump game if played by North
gets the bidding award ; the
$ A2 shaky contract of 5 O gets
VKg nothing.
A 86
2 A :32 J 4 Pigy.~-Should ? A be off-side,
the contract will be down unless
®Qiog $J63 East can be thrown-in on the
VQJio853 VA74 third round of spades with that
¢ 5 $ 102 suit brea.kill):g ?(-3; but,dz-f th;
uit does break 3-3, a discar
o4z eKs *QJrbs sé:zu':bef'cmnd foralosingh’ea;é,
“854 by discarding a spade on .
V62 ruffing out the suit and eventually
OKgi7y entering dummy with a trump
$K1s ! to cash the long spade.
Dealer : West Vul : Nil (fo be continwed).



WE QUOTE

{Extract from “ THE BuLie-
¢ of the American  Contract
Bridge League).

Mrs. N opened the bidding
with 1 Heart which was immedia-
tely doubled. Her partner, Mrs.
P redoubled. Left hand oppo-
nent bid 1 spade which was
passed around to Mrs. P who also
passed. Four spades could not
he defeated.

After looking at Mrs, P’s hand
and finding nothing but the
kine of diamonds for her re-
double, the doubler wrote one
word *erook 7 on the hack of a
pick-up slip. She passed it o
Mrs. £ who glanced auv v and
gave it back with the courteons
request ** Please auntograph it”.

(Ocrober 1956 issue from ' THE
Crus Corbker” by George W,
Benyon}.

 The Bridoe hand ¢f the year 7

NORTH
$AQioxxx
O xxx
O XX
P A x

SOUTH
® | xxx
A
<> A Q.\ X
b xxx

The seuing s a duplicate
game. Vulnerability,  un-
important ; and South is dealer.
A round has just ended and N-S
are alone at the table discussing
what tricks they could have wan
on the previous hand had a
certain lead been made. North
asked ¢ What would we have
taken had vou opened a club 2.

South went into a huddle,
and while he was deep in thought
the new E-W pair reached the
table. Al four of them picked
their hands out of the hoard,
with South stll vogitating. He
suddenly came Lo a decision and
startedd to tell his partner what
wricks they could have won, He
startetl with ""Fueo hearts”, when
suddeniy  to his  dismiay awd
horror,  West  continued  the
aucton with a pass. and iy
parmer bid two spades !

South, at this moment, wished
he had never bheen bvan, Tnn the
utinds of the ather taee plavers
he had made a leead hid when
itowas by proper urn o bid,
I i turovd aur that B-AY lad
the preponderance of can < -
cularly in hearts, he night he
accused of having wdv e in-
formation on the board, ar ather
nefarions crimes.,

;

He  quickly  deetded 10 oo
through with it, and, alier Eases
pass, bid threc spades. North
Blackwaoded with four no-trump.
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South gulped and dutifully res-
ponded with five hearts. Nothing
daunted, North with an
opening two-bid opposite  him, |
bid five no-trump. South quickly
bid six clubs showing no kifigs,
and North, a litle taken aback
by this abrupt ending ol his
grand slam dream, bid six spades.

East opened the club king and
as soon as the dummy went down
a simulfeanous shont of  Direc-
tor ” went up from  East, West
and North !

The director was. of course,
helpless and for East-West's sake
could only hope that the set
would assuage their ruffled fecl-
ings, But, 1 suppose, by this
time you've gnewsed the answer.
West held the king of spades,
East the king of diamonds and
the slani was as cold as the looks
that E.-W gave South when they
left the table.

{Mareh 1135 issue from “SIxTY
Davs™ hy A. M. Sobel,.

Y Gerber’s four-club slam con-
venton aud its inodifications In
players™

Pariner opened with one spade,
I tid, two diatnonds and he bid
three hearts, T had quite a tew
Kings, queens, jacks, and wartis
nis s bobid four clubse Ea-
expectedly he hid fe diamonds.
“Aha,” said 1o mvselfs
have O aces, he has no aces.
ergo the opponents hold afl four
aces and therefore this hand is
not conducive to a slanm. In
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fact it is nut conduchye 10 any-
thing above the three-level.”
That shows how fastiny mind can
work under pressure. 1 pasged,
and a look of awe overspread
his face as he put down the
dummy, said dummy eontaining
four aces.

T held my (emper nicely, not
wanting to shame him in front
of the opponents. After making
seven-odd, we lelt the 1able and
threw the verbal punch, - Johuny
I don’t mind vou lying ahout
eme ace ance in a while but how
can vou lie about four aces !

= AL”  he genily  replied,
“four digmonds can ean no
aces or ali four 7.

I then really exploded, * Flat’s
the  vouble  with  these new-
fangled  two-way  bids. ‘The
Woudson  influence has got all
of vou. Two-way  no-trumps,
rwo-wav two-hids, and now two-
way Gerber responses. The next
thing vou know we'll have two-
way three-bids.”

= ALY lie said patently, e
two-wav  threee-hid  was staried
by Siims Dwenty vears agn 17

How can vou argue with a
quv like that ? T must have
phived a2 whale of a wame to
fini-lt seeomnd with a fellow who
doest™t even know Nis owi sys-
wem,

June G35 ssae from Sy
Dav< " by AL ML Sohels.

Twe ladies sat down e play
against two men. The dealer
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one of the ladies, apened with
two spades, One of the men
picked up a private score and it
. was clearly marked as a weak-
two-bid. He passed, and two
rounds [ater the ladies werc at a
small slam in spades with practi-
cally no real bidding from the
partner of the original two-
spade bidder. The he-man, with
a sure trick in his hand, decided
the fernales did not know what
they were doing and interpolated
a voceferous double. He opened
his ace and sure enough the
dummmy had only a king and
queen in it. Three tricks later
it was very obvious that the
opening two-bidder had the big-
gest hand this side of Clulberston,

* Director,” he shouted, and
I dutifully trotted over.
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He started, * These ladies are
playing weak two-bids. .. .”" and
with that, the opening bidder
gently interrupted with, *“ Who
sayy we are ?  Can't you recog-
nise your partner’s handwriting ?
That’s his private score. Quss
is marked as using strong two
bids !

Good Story ? Now get the
sequel to it. His partner had
four spades headed by the jack-
nine. Natarally, no one at any
other table had doubled six
spades because it would be a
give-away of the trump situa-
tion. Result, down one doubled
for a cold top for this knuckle-
head who was reading his own
private score | What price top
score 7

{January 1955 issue, ¢ Sty
Daxs ™ by A, M. Sobel).

THE ANDHRA-MADRAS ANNUAL CONTEST,

The Second Andhra-Madras
Annua! Contest was playedr at
Vijayawada on the 13th, 14th
and t5th January this year,
reported elsewhere the Andhra
team won the event for the
second year by the small margin
of 13 international match points.
160 hoards were played in all
and Madras who were leading
all the way hy a comfortable
margin cracked up in the last
session and lost the match some-
what unfortunately. An attempt
is made in the following pages
to present a few of the swing
hands for the henefit of readers.

Deal No. 1: The Madras
pair P.S. Reddy and Rama-
rathnam gave a flying start
to their team on this deal bidding
and making 6 clubs. The con-
tract depended on one of
the black kings being favoura-
bly placed.

N—S (Madras).
Nowtu East Sourw WEsST
() 14 4 NT. Pas
5dp () Pass 6 dp (1) Pass

N—S {Andhra).

NortTH East Sourn WEsT
Pass Pass 1 O Pass
T Pass 2 & Pass
3 Pazs 5@  Pas

$%4s

Q 105

dAg753
e R ® Kiogs
Q Kiogsezz QJ7 o °
73 QQJI8s
L I K4

 AJ3

v Q

S AKgge

S QJrob

Deal Yo, 2: This deal also
resulted in a2 big swing for
Madras, their North-South pair
bidding and making 5 N.T,,
vulnerable, while the Andhra
North South pair allowed their
opponents to play at 2 ¢ for a 3
trick set. West’s opening 2 O
—a weak two-—perhaps helped
North South reaching ¢ N.T,
easily.

$ Q2

P Ags

O Aiogg

*AQr08

Kg§é
%H}_SG §E£3°483
4 73

$Kogr764 b5

® AJs53

P)76402

O d5

&»J3.
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Madras N—3S

East  Soutu Wssr  NorTH
Pass Pass 2 O Dbl

Pass a 7 3 dp Dbl

3 & Pass Pass 3 NI

Andhra N-—5

East Sourhn  West  Nortu
Pass Pass i O Dbl.

1 7 Pass 2 & Pass

g2 O Pass Pass Pass

Deal No. 3 : Madras continued
to press home the initial advan-
tage and collected a further 5
LM.P. on this deal. South ap-
pears to have had far too little
values to put in a bid at the
2 level and paid the penalty.

Bidding :

N—S8 {Madras)
Norte East  South  Wesr

X x Pass 2
Pass 4 7 Pass Pass
Pass Pass Pass Pass

N-—S [(Andhra)

Nortt LEasr  Soutn  Wesr
X X Pass 1 P
Pass 2 ¢ 2 @ 3 &
3 4+ Pass Pass
4 & Dbl Pass  Pass
$® Ag5g

D Q1o g )
L3

5 2

PO

o= *©0
ra
\an ‘-Jp

— =
X ogns

POGCP
PVre! P
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Deal No. 4 : The Madras Team

increased their lead by another °

6 LM.P. on this deal. The
final 3 NT contract could have

been made at Table 1 also if

Wesl tries to find his 8th and gth
tricks in spades by leading a
low spade at trick two from
cither hand. West at Room 2
however got a more favourable
lead in 5 and had to look
for enly one trick.

® Q0
G AQEGy,
& o873
$ 765
3

Deal No. 8 :
N- 5 (Andhra)
West  Nortan  East  SovTH
Prass Pass Pass 1 NT.
Pass 2 N.T. DPass Pass
N--5% (Madras)

Wesr Nortw  East Souvtu

Pass 1 & Dbl.  Rdl
1 Pass Pass g &
3 NP Pass Pass  Pass
Both defenders led heart ini-
tially but where North was the
declarer the contract was eagily
made while at Table IT with Sounth
being declarer there wat no
chance as East West collected 3
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hearts, a club and the diamond

. ace to set the contract.

$ K873

ZAls

OKJg

05y .
® Q42 @ Jobs
G Q643 VKiwg
O AQ7 Q10542
®Jo2 & Q7

- &Ap

Y872

O 863

P AKB63

Dexl Ne. 12: The Andhra

"North South pair threw away a

further 5 points on this deal
surprisingly stopping at 2 N.T.
while 10 tricks were on ice.

$AJgo=
VKaz
$ 753
. $AJa
& K 106
& 105 JAQo
¢ 86 O KJ42
& Q7643 & 1082
® Q85
K863
O AQ o0
$ K5

Norra Easr  Soutn  WEST

X x X Pass
1 & Dbl RDBL 24
Pass Pass 2 N.T. Pass

Nomru East SoutH  WEST

x b X Pass
14 Pass 1O Pas
1t NT. Pas 3 N.T. Pass

30 -

Deal : 14 Madras lost 5 points.
on this deal failing to reach the
inakeable game in spades,

Bidding :

N--5 (Madras)
NortH East  Sourn  West -

X Pass Pass Pass
(e Pass 2 & Pass
2 N.T. Pass 3 & Pass

N—S5 (Andhra)
NorTH ‘EAST SouvrH WEesT
X Pasgs Pass Pass

1 & Pass 1 N.T. Pass
a2 & Pass 3 & Pass
3 4 &

L Pass Pass
® Aicsg
<y
CAQEy3
& Ag
& K 4 K ® Q86
VQiuoggze VA63 "
$ 9542 & K]iob
$ Q1o 64
®Jog72
P K8sj;
O___

dKB87530¢2

Deal No. 18 was another swing
deal in favour of Madras team,
The fine fit in hearts was un-
accountably suppressed by the
Andhra North South pair possi-
biy for lack of a 5-card suit in
either hand.  North-South at
Table 11 easily reached the 4 7 -
contract following south’s ini-
tial take-out double.
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THE OVERCALL
8y N. MuTHURRISENA IYER, B.A., B.L., Tanjore.
Part IL

The take-out double apart,
the defender can show  the
strength and type of hand he
holds in several ways, hy making
a single jump overcall in a suit,
by overcalling in no-trumps and
by making an immediate over-
call in the suit bid by the
opponents. These are known as
strong or strength-showing over-
calls.

Single-jump overcall.

As has been seen  earlier,
the single-jump overcall is not
the weak pre-emptive one, and
the jump is only onc trick more
than is necessary for the weak
defensive overcall.  For example.

S. w. N E.
(1) 1 — 246
(2) tdo - 2¢
(31O -~ 3ds
(40 1 & - 39

“Even the Gold Book lacks

space for full coverage of every
conceivable bidding  situation

and docs not even mention the
matter of respective vulnerability,
Subject to the Rule of 2 and
3, a singlejump overcall indi-
cated (i) about g1 honour tricks,
two five-card or longer suits
and 6 winners if nen-valnerable
and 7 winners if vulnerable
or (ii) about 3} honour tricks,
one strong suit and 8 winners
irrespective  of  vulnerability.
One view is that a single-
jump overcall indicates sufficient
strength for a take-out double,
is made generally on a very
strong  major suit and is made
only when the overcaller fears
that his partner may leave
in a take-out double or make
an inconveuient response which
may lead to future compli-
cations. Another  view (and
that is gaining more currency)
is such strong hands call for
only a take-out double and.
that the jump-overcall  can
be made on a hand only just
stronger  than the one for a
simple "minimum defensive over-



for an
pid. For
c975:9:

WoE . call 2 Spades
over 1 heart.

The Gold Book gives the
following illustrations as sound
single-jump overcalls.

(i) South
and West kolds :

AKito54:AQJ75:5:32.

The take-out double of one
diamond may evoke the incon-
venient response of two clubs,
over which if West hids two
spades, he risks being dropped :
but West risks Dbidding thyee
spades  over two clubs, since
the force compels partner 10 go
game  with no support for
either suit.

bids one diamond

(ii) Sowtn bids  one diamond
and West holds.

AQi10o9653:6:AK5:32.

“If West doubles and East
responds  two clubs, West does
not know whether East has
a Yarborough, or something
Yike x xxin spadesand Q J x
or a doubleton in diamonds,
which  would make game
possible on a finesse. 1f West
makes a jump overcall, bidding
two spades, East will respond
with the barest of support and
will pass safely if he has no

support.”
This deal was played in my
club, the Union Ciub, Tanjore.
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West dealt and called a spade.
North .passed : East raised the
bid to two spades: South holds :

g2:AKJ86: AQT953:
nil, A double maygbri;g n
the very inconvenient res-
ponsc of 3 clubs: a bid of
3 spades may urge opponents
to employ obstruction. The
single-jumnp overcall iz indicated.
The suits shall be shown in
the order of rank so that North
may not be embarrassed and
South is not forced to show
the major at an uncomfortable
level.

The single jump-overcall to
three of a minor suit practically
assures a long ready-made suit,
with some high cards in side
suits, and ecight winners in all.

For example (Gold Book).

South ealls a2 spade :  West calls
3 clubs holding.

M62: Q8 :KJ:AKQ
J742 or

(i))A2:Q8:KJ :KQ]J
107 4 2.

The minimum requirements
for a single-jump overcall should
generally  be strictly adhered to.
A weak single-jump overcall in
a minor suit is ineffective as
a pre-emptive bid and is usually
dangerous inviting a double
with no out: it will defeat itself.
The following deal was played
at World Championship Match.
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t Fo X<k 2
FOOBORe > RS>
[ ¥4

POTP
—
&
o

[
[=4]
o

The bidding :
S w N E

Pass Pass 1 20
Dble. Pass Pass  Pass

Result : Four down

Further the weak single-jump
overcall in a minor 5 a
“lilliputian  obstacle ”.  The
following deal was played in
1955 World Championship.

$ KQ7y
P J8s51
O Ag2
$ KQS8
é A108652 & J43
Y 733 @ Ag
O 84 O KQJios
& 17 ® 553

5
Bidding :— -
N. E. s, W.

1 20

vchody denics  the shut-out
value of the major suits but
‘““a two diamond pre-emptive
is a conuradiction in terms:
a mouse masquerading as a
tiger.” South can safecly mention
hearts at two level.

The single-junp overcalls are
not forcing even for a round.

The no-trump overcalls.

The one no-trump overcall
indicates a hand strong enough
for a take-out double, halanced
distribution and the suit called
by the opponents well stopped.
This is  equivalent to an
opening one no-trump bid. The
no-trump overcall at 1wo level
“must have enough winers
to be safe under the rule of 2
and 4.” An overcall of three
no-trumps  over an  opposing
opening  pre-emptive three bid
is not a " take-out” bid. These
no-trump overcalls are not {orcing
even for a round. But a
no-trutnp  overcall  of  the
opporent’s opening  pre-cmptive
4 or g suit Did is as strong a
bid as an immediate overcall
in the opponent’s suit, is a
tremendeous  takc-out  double,
is foreing for a round : it shows
a powerful hand, a singleton
or void in the bhid suit and
a game in 5 or 6 level.

Itlustrations from the AMERICAN
Bripce WoRrD.
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(1) East calls one spade and
South holds: Q 93; A; 1074

AK]Jgs.

A three  club single-jump
overcall invites only a raise
or a bid of three no-trumps.
With the Queen of spades
in the South hand, North may
not have enough spade strength
to call in no-trumps : nor can
he possibly raise clubs. The
singleton heart rules  out =z
take-out double. One no-trump
by South implies great strength
and urges partner,

(2) Rubber Bridge. Neither
side Vulnerable.

N E 5 w
Pags I & ?

South holds: Q1085: AK
4: Ag: AQG63.

Perhaps North is bust. ¢ The
hest  objective in rubber hridege
is ot a little profit whenever
possible. A match point game
is a hetter setting for that
philosophy.  The  best and
toughest rubber bridge players
are always willing 1o risk a
few points in quest of a lot of
points—they play for swings.
The potential  swing in this
case lies in a trap pass.”

{3} Rubber Bridge. Both Sides
Vulnerable : F.W. 6o, Part Score.

E 5 w N

1 ?

South holds: A 1073: K]J
2:0Q65: Q. 106.
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In rubber bridge the question
that usually arises is how much
shading  the expert is willing
to do in part-score situations
or how much burden his
partner can bear if therc is
to be a competition. If it
is not for competition but sheer
boosting, the unspecitic double
is superior o a no-trump Over-
call. There is no advantage
in showing hearts by calling
no-trumps. A double may plant
shortness in hearts in opponent’s
minds, Pass 15 out of guestion
since North may surrender.

Tke immediate overcall,

By far the strongest and most
important of the overcalls is the
“ immediate overcall” in the
opponent’s suit, “Immediate over-
call” mcans that the defender
must overcall at the first opportunity
in the snit bid by the opponent
and shows an ultra-powerful
hand, a minimum of 43}

honour-tricks, a possible game.

with any small support from
partner and generally a first
round control in the opponent’s
suit (void or ace} or at the
worst a singleton. With a
void in the opponent’s suit the
honour-trick ~ value may even
be reduced to four only.
Culbertson says that the imme-
diate overcall in the
opponent’s  suit does not  in-
variably shew an ace or void
in that suit; but Goren is
of the view that it indicates
the ability to win the first
trick of that suit either with
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ace or by trumping. This is
a “cue-bid” and is forcing
for a round but dropped short
of a game if the responding
hand is hopelessly weak @ but
the cue-bidder forces pariner
to game by making a jump
bid in a new swit at his
next turn, This cue-bid is 2
gigantic take-out double and
its maximum strength 13 not
limited. ‘This cue-bid shall not
Le made with an inadeguate
holding when the hand con-
tains a void in the opponent’s
suit for fear that (@) partner
with length in that suit would
leave in a take-out  double
(8) or for fear that —partner
may not know the void in that
suit (usually good results are
obtaired when opponeuts do not
know  the veid). Immediate
overcall with inadequate holding
will lead 10 disaster by temptng
partner to hid an unmakeable
game. A Dhid shall not be made
without  any idea of where
the hand should eventually
be played. According to Cul-
bertson any of the following hands
would justify a two-Clul over-
call of an opposing  one club
hid.

() KQi1n6: AK Q 54:
KJro:A.

() AK75:KQJio:KQ
Jo:3

(3 AK Qo542 A Ql
6: KQ: nil

There is no royal road when
it comes to holding freaks, For
example,

.8 w N E
10 ?

or

1 de

West holds: A K 10754:
AQJg63: 7: nl

A call of one spade is tirhid, nor
is a cali of two spades furcing. An
immediate overcall is the wisest,

This cue-bid just like ihe
opening forcing two bid had
a full and unconditional game
force but now the force is initially
confined to a round only, since
many experts desived moeve flexi-
hilitv. ILee Hayden advocates a
very mnch more flexible use of
this cuc-bid especially when a
sacrifice is needed. For example.

E. W. Vulacrable,

N E S W

Pass 1 d ?

Serter holds: Nil: KJ108:
QJogs5: Q 10872,
Conventionally speaking South
has not half the strength to
call two spades: hut here is
a perfect spot for a semi-psychic
cue-hid strongly indicating a
sacrifice. An unorthodox cue-bid
has a preater advantage than
a double. ¢ 'The wsual logical
purpose of the immediate cue-
bic of opponent’s suit is to Jaunch
a sound offensive—every one
kriows that. But this does hot
mean necessarily that an  un-
usual cue-bid is sure tu go wrong,
Asacrifice contract can be just
as productive as a 1akeable
contract and the hard fact
is that a drastically shaded cue.
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bid has good chance to resnlt
in a good sacrifice”. These
immediate overcalls may be
made more flexible (i) when
playing match-point and not
rubber bridge, since we can’t
be crushed by the result (ii)
when opponents are wvulnerable
and we arc not and (iii) when
parter has passed (lacking the
sirength  for runaway bidding
1t 1s no matter how he reads
or musreads the cue-hid). Well-
known players give wide lati-
tude in making cuc-bids. But
Sydney Silidor deplores the
flexible treatment of this cue-bid
and 13 even against diluting the
force to the initial one round only.

This immediate overcall in
the opponents’ suit must be
distinguished from other cue-bids
madc later on subsequent rounds
of bidding—the naming of the
Opponents’ suit in response to
a take-out double or overcall
genuine bids in opponents’ suit
a bid in the opponents’ suit afier
partner has opened, eic.

The distinction lies, the bidding
sequence apart, mainly in the
strength required for these hids.
Examples :

s, W.
1o 290
A pure case of Immediate

overcall indicating conventional
strength. '
(i) rds Dble. Pass 2dp
A case of naming of the

opponents” suit in  response to
a  take-out double. “Ir
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partner responds by bidding
the doubled suit, he is almost
rqakmg a take-out double of
his own. He denies great
strength in the opponents’ suit
{with which he would have
madc a no-trump response) and
shows that he can support the
other suits: the doubler may
now take  his choice™.

(i) 12 Dble. Pass 1 &

Pass 2 ¢

Genuine bid in the opponents’
suit-—a rare bidding sitnation.

(V) 1o 1Q Pags 20O
A case of cue-bid response 10 an

overcall not an immnediate
evercall.

v 10 14 24 Pass
_After partner has opened, the
bid in opponents’ suit promises
excellent  support for  partner's
sult. 2 4 is not an overcall
but a response to 1 Hcart.
North probably holds: A 7:
QJaz2: KJg8a: Aa,

(vi) 1) 1 d Pass

3¢ Pass Pass 2%

West holds: K 10: 7 4: A 76:
AQJro86.
. The Gold Book does not cover
‘delayed ”  cue-bids  or that
type of cue-bids which can  be
based on 2 or 3 losers. The
AMERICAN Bripge WoRLD says
that thisc cue-bid need not be
ol 4 special defined category and
need not betreated with undue
reverence, but must he made mere
flexible and must be nsed when it
has fuwer defcets than other bids,

(To be continued).

RANDOM REFLECTIONS

By N RAMARATNAM

This is a story of one of my
Bridge friends. Ve were playing
a Duplicate match and the oppo-
nents playing strong no-rumps
bid up to grand slam in Spades.
The bidding went, we remaining
silent—almost till the end,—

(North Dealer)
I NT.—3 &
4 B—4 O
4 NT.—5 -
7 &

When the auction came to
my partner, who wis sitime
west, he doubled,  Agiinst such
strong bidding the doubie came
as a surprisc to e Holding
J 1o g x x in Spades it was clitki-
cult for him to resist the wmp-
tation to doable ! The opener
passed and 1 did the same
There was a big buddle by the
responder. My partner who had
doubled on the spur was geiung
obviously uneasy and was wishing
that the auction would be over.
Fandly hoping that the huddle
would only turn -cut to a ‘‘Pass”
in a courteous tone concealing his
anxiety, he queried. *Have you
passed, Madam?”  The lady still
sunk in thought did not reply
immediately. After some time -he
asked * Did you double, Mister 7’
and on beiug answered in the
affirmative solemnly bid 7 no-
trumps.

2

This was passed on to me and
my pariner was plaintively look-
ing to me, hoping that 1 would
take some action. [ however
passed. ‘T'o make the story short,
the opponents romped away
with 13 tricks and my partner
was crest-fallen. Seven Spades
would have heen set by 2 tricks !

Curiously a similar incident
almost took place in another
‘match recently after this. The
incident took place in my table
awd so L am able toreportin, Twas.
plaving with a different pavtier
—but with vne who lLad heard
of the above storv. We
WEre sitting North-South.
West dealt and bid  Heart,
My partaer passed—East bid 1
Spade. I passed.  ‘fThe opener
jumped to 5 Hearts, My partoer
passed thourh not without some
hesitation. The responder went
into a huddle and then Dbid 6
Clubs. The opener then bid 6
Hearts withont much thought,
My partner was now quick to
double. East again went into a
huddle but caune out without any
bid. I passed—and the opencr also
passed. I could see v partner.
was visibly  relieved,  When
dummy tabled out, his hand
was @ Q Jroxx OAKKX
& AJ 1o xx—Void ian hearts !
The contract was 3 down as
my partner held Q J n x x
in the suit and I had K «x
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too ! It was a clean top for us
and after the deal was over I dis-
crectly withdrew from the scene.
My partner staggered out al-
most a nervous pulp muttering
to himself—what a fool I would
have been. He pathetically
confided that when the opener
bid 5 Hearts the temptation to
double was very strong but he
told himselfhe willmot be another
Mr—and reminded himself of
the recent incident. But when
the opener again bid 6 Hearts
the temptation was too great
and he surrendered to  the
impulse. I cannot say what would
have been the result of the match
if this co-operative double of
my partner had put them in a
safe contract. All of which go
to disprove the statement that
Bridge is 2 game of Partnership.*
* * »

One story reminds me of
.another. The other day we called
up a friend for some Rubber
Bridge. ‘ Bridge” he yelled,
* please cut me out. Have you
not heard that I have taken to
304?” and hehungup. He had
ample reason to be sore. Play-
ing in the finals of an open pairs
match he dealt the cards—
and after one lock at them bid
1 Heart—His partner bid
Hearts and this was doubled—
He passed but his partner
redoubled vehemently and when
the doubler passed he also

passed, no doubt with .some
satisfaction. However this was
shomlived. When he pulled
out the cards from his pocket
he found to his dismay that he
had only one or two hearts
but quite a number of cards in
Spades. By some queer stroke of
Fate—some eclipse of the mind—
he must have got the notion that
he had hearts instead of Spades.
The contract was 6 down for a
record loss of 9,400 points.  Had
he but taken just one look at
his hand before passing. This

. tragedy could have been aver-

ted. The match was of course
abandoned at this stage and our
friend fled from the scene.

We hope to persuade him
to resume his bridge activities
soon and give up 304.

* * »

‘' To bid or not to bid game.’
This question assumed great in-
terest as a few deals revolving
on this decided the closely con-
tested match between my team
and K. R. Sundaram Iyer’s team
at the Mylapore Ladies Club
Tournament. We lost to them by
two L.M. points. Arguments for
and against were put forth and
as usual with Bridge enthusiasts
discussed with some warmth. On
one deal the bidding at ‘my
table was.

1 Q—2 Q
3 0—4 Q

. We were the winoers in the event.
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At the other table the bidding -
went

1t Q—2 @
2 NT—3 ¢
Pass—

As you will note the decision
to bid game had to be made by
South at one table. The 3 Hearts
bid, however, shows slightly
more values than an opening
hand and South counting g ponts
chose to bid game. His hand
was @ Jox @ Q873 < 1o x
& K ] 875 At the other table
North bid 2 N.T. and 0?] _Slc:uth 5

nse of 3 Hearts which was
;?1?0 encoura?éing North had to
decide whether the original Heart
raise was good enough for his
hand to bid game !

Actually 4 Hearts could not be
made, so the swing was 4 !.M.P.
We lost the match by 2 points.

The entire deal was.

B3P
)
L RV

Should South have passed 3
Hearts ? and was 3 Heartsor 4

I1I

Hearts the proper response to 2
N.T. by North ? It was felt that
the bidding at our Table was not
improper though South himself—

ibly influenced by the re-
sult, felt that he should not
have bid game and even went
to the extent of writing an article
justifying the pass.

All  of wus recognise the
basic difference between Rubber
and Puplicate  Bridge. In
Duplicate  Bridge every deal
stands ocut by itself. In difficult
or problematical situations as
the above a certain agpressiveness
in bidding usually pays off.
Where opponents do not inter-
fere in the bidding at all to
play at a part score will be a
false  philosophy. There are
several arguments for bidding
game. The opposites in the
other room may also bid game—
in which case one does not stand
to lose at all if the contract is set
for there will be no difference.
A game contract which is a
fifty-fifty shot in bidding may not
be the same in play. It is difficult
to assess the combined strength of
the hands precisely. The lead
may be faveurable. The oppo-
nents may slip up in defence—
the cards may be favourably
located all of which make a
better than even chance justify-
ing the bidding to game.

] * . »

Merry, Mercuarial and magni-
loquent would aptly describe
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G. N. Chary of Kalyanpur
fame (Kalyanapuram to you
if you belong to the old
fashioned type). He makes Bridge
exciting and interesting by his
manners and by his qualities.
Chalking up a grand slam or two
against himnself, he would still be
cheerful and banter away and
hope the law of averages will
operate for hisshare of slams also.
The seeret of his popularity kes, 1
believe, in his not taking Bridge
seriously. He is always lively—and
merry. It is no surprise therefore
if several people find our Bridge
corner at the Mylapore Club
dull in the absence of Chary,

He likes to psyche and nowadays
he has become a chronic psycher ;
—A singleton is a biddable
suit ! Ifopponents miss a game
by his bluff he generously flat-
ters himself for his cleverness.
Credit for reaching any difficult
slam or for stopping at a part
score when game was inviting
but unmakeable would be given,
to the admiring groups of specta-
tors, as due solely to Goren paint
count, Of course he does not
strictly play Goren point count.
Being highly individualistic he
more often plays Chary point
count with some Stayman ime
- provements !

There is an air of self-confi-
deace about him and he even
talks of taking out a team to meet
the Italians! Before leaving for a
T'nagar Tournament he announ-
ced to us thatthat ke would win
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the event and get two cups,
one for himself and one for ms
Partner !  And, truth to say, he
did! He never disappoints.
Recently on the eve of his Tanjore
trip he promised his daughter
that he would bring back at
least 2 cups. He took home a
bagful of them! His daughter
just  could not believe her
eyest Confidentially speaking the
cups were intended for the
finalists in the Team.of-four
knock-out event which eould not
be cuticluded in Tanjore.

» * *

Qur Tanjore trip was very
pleasant and like all tourna-
ments had its fair share of up-
sets and excitement. We had
some exicting moments too! After
losing 14 LMLP. in the first 16
deals we drew level in the second
session and won in the play off
of eight deals. There were several
interesting hands. I shall mention
only one or two here,

Opéning the hand 1 Spade
I had to defend against 3 No-
Trumps by the oppoftents.  The
bidding went. = S

Dealer East :

1 IFbles 2 O 2 NT#
—_ 3 ¢ D'he. 3 N.T.

I held K ] 8 7 5 4 in Spades,
A x x in Hearts, g singicton
Diamond Queen and J 10 x in
Clubs. I led the Diamond queen
and Dummy tabled out. ‘
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$ Ag32
¢ 1o x x
O Ax

¢ XK Q8x

Winning the trick in Dummy
the declarer played a small Spade.
My partner showed void and the
declarer’s Queen was won by
my King. Iled a club. Declarer
took the trick in Dummy
and plaved a Heart and put up
the King from his hand which
I won. 1 thought a club would
be a safe lead again. The dec-
larer took the trick with his
Acc, fincssedd my knave of Spade
and after cashing the nine of
Spades and the two Clubs put
me in with a Spade. T had 2
Spade and 2 Hearts then in my
hand and 1 found we had made

Ctwo  tricks till then. I was

inwardly cursing myself for
having thrown auother Spade,
which would have set the
contract ! (of course had 1 rc-
tained the Spade the declarer
would have played differendy.)
He played a throw-in placing the
J x of Hearts with me—whereus
it wurned out to be a suicide
squeeze.

With my mind in_ utter dis-
order, I played off the last
Spade and that was our last
trick also! I had unwittingly
squeczed] my partner who was
holding J and g of Hearts and
the Diamond King.  Sitting over
him the declarer had Q and 7
of Hearts and Diamond 101

: 13

I still cannot forget the haleful
glare of my partner Venkatesan
as 1 played the last Spade.
He said later—with some bitter-
ness still lefi—that no mediaeval
torture could have put him to a
more painful squeeze.

The Spade trick given to me
was duly a Trejan horse and 1

should have been wary of
accepting the gift !
The full deal was :(—

d Agxx

7 1o x x

O Ax

& K Qxx
#KJB7xx & —
VAgs PJoxx
o Q OCKJgxxx
B ]ox & xxx

& Q) oxx

¥ KQx

$ 0N xx

& Axx

* * *

This was followed by another
interesting deal.  Playing in g
No-trumps my partner Venka-
tesan had the King of Hearts
lead and I {Dummy) spread out
my cards as Dbelow :

& Ax

D x

O AJwdyx
P Q10xx
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The bidding had been on these
Lines :

+

14 2&8() 2¢O Pas
2 NT. Pass 3 N.T. Pass
Pass Pass

The lead of the King of Hearts
from K | x was unusual and
bold. Declarer had Ace to three
and held off. The Jack was
continued and the R,F.0. after
some hesitation covered it with
the Queen and when this won
continued with ten of Hearts
to which the other defender also
followed. Winning the trick with
Ace of Hearts declarer could see
seven tricks, passibly eight and
for the contract to be made the
location of the Diamond Queen
was vital. Would it drop, or had
it to be finessed, if so on which
side ?  Assuming a normal distri
butu_m of Diamonds and
placing South as the dangerous
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hand, there is a fairly fool proof
way of making the contract.
No fear of entries need obsess
one. 1 am sure that the intelli-
gent readers of the BRIDGE WoRLD
will have no difficulty in finding
this line of play within less time
than is required to say Jothi
Pandian Memorial Tournament.

The hand was :

® Qroxxx

P Axx

O Kx

$ AKX
®Kogx & Jxx
PQuoxxxx Y KJx
¢ Qos O xx
* x P Joxxx

@ Ax

0 x

OAJiwo87x

$ Qioxx

THE ANDHRA-MADRAS ANNUAL CONTEST,

[This is the second of a
series of interesting hands taken
from the Andhra Madras match
played at Vijayawada in January,
1957. As already reported in
our last issue, Madras lost the
match of 160 boards by a small
margin.]

Hand No. 22: East dealer—
E. W. Vulnerable.

East-West had a cold game 1n
diamonds but at neither table
was the game contractof 5 O
reached. Perhaps it was difficult
to reach but East at tablc 1@
appears to have had values for
an invitational raise to 3 ¢
rather than pass tamely although
it is probable that West may not

bid 5 ¢ on this.

dKJ753
ZJ865 4
O 1
$Jb
A 42 @ 10
$wg Y KQ32
O AK8642 $ 10975
& K7 $& Q753
d Qo986
A7
o Q3
& A10g84

Deat 2 (11 Session)

This deal provided a big
swing in favour of the Andhra
team. In room II south made
the inspired lead of a small heart

from his K 7 and BEast is to be
sympathised with, for fearing a
4-1 heart break and placing
Neorth with the King of that suit.
It was a briliant lead that Jed
declarer astray, The final bid
was 6 ¢ in both tables and
East at Room 1 had no difficulty
on the opening lead of the
Diamond Q) in keeping the
contract.

East can still make the con®
tract even if North has got four
hearts to King, East can ruff
the second heart after playing
the trump Ace, and find out
whether North has four hearts,
East can then enter the dummy
through trumps and establish
the hearts making five heart
tricks, six trump tricks and
the spade Ace. It was imper-
fect planning on declarer’s part
without considering all the
probabilities.

The full deal was:
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E-W. Madras. Room L.

NortH East Scuta  WEsST
X 1 & Dhl. R.D.
Pass Pass 14 29
Pass 3 N.T. Pass 4 N.T.
Pasg 5 ¢ Pasg 6 &

E-W. Andhra. Room II.
NortH East Souvta WEsT

Pass PO T4 4NT.
Pass 5 O Pass 6 O
Deal No. g :

Madras had an advantage in
this deal as the Andhra N.S.
in table I went down one at
4 hearts which was makeable,
Declarer should, we feel, have
taken a finesse against the club
Queen  with  East—in fact a
finesse is necessary as a safety
play as the south hand has
too few outside entries,

The hands were :

& Ag8y
QY Q6543
©J8
P K 2
& 1064 S QJs53
@ Kioé8 &G g
OAwg743 OQKQG3
Q1B % Qiosb
$» Ka
QAJ72
O 2
$dAJos43

»
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Deal No.

Norta  East  SoutH  WesT

Pass Pass 1 dp Pass
1 P Pass 2 § Pass
24 Pas 3 &

4 # by N+-4
Table 11

Nortu EasT  Souvta  West
Pass Pass 1 § Dbl
RD 24 2O Pass
2 7 Pass 2 N.T. Pass
3 O Pass g N.T. Dbl
Pass Pass 4 O Pass

4 ¢ by 5--1

The bidding in Room II
followirg West’s take-out double
was  someéwhat clouded and
North was naturally veluctant
to mention his Spade suit.  North
at Table I deserves full marks
for  venturing  to  bid  the
spades at the two level.

Deal 10 :

This deal cost the Andhra
team heavily, The East West
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pair having made the fine bid
of 6 Hearts were set one while
at Table I the Madr]a)s Ipan‘
stopped at 4 Hearts, Declarer
ﬂnglzgd the heart Queen refus-
ing to play for a drop.

$ 10953
LD
& AJ84
K @ AJB4
$K732 @ AJ1064
O Qo8 QAKS5
$KQgrz #3
Q762
v Q8
$ 10432
dp 1085
Deat 18

A clever opening lead gave
the Madras team a big advan-
tage in this deal. East-West
were lucky in getting away
with the Diamond suit although
West had called spades. On
a spade lead the 3 N.T. con-
tract was cold.

3
K

17
NortH FEast Sourn WEsST

Pass Pass Pass 1 @
2 4 Pass 2 N.T. Pass
3 dp Pass 3 N.T. Pasg
Pass Pass

Norte FEast Sours WEsT
Pass Pass 1 & 1 @
3 4 Pass 3 N-T. Pass
Pass Pass

Deal 21

Neither East-West pair reached
the easy slam in clubs.

& Q62

Y 962

o Q985

& 763
& 0 $ AKS83
¥ K187 P AQS

O AK 103 O 76
& AJ54 % Qg8a

S J7654
¥ 543

O Jlaz
$ K o

Deal 28

The 6 ¢ contract appears
easy to bid and make and it is
surprising that neither North-
West pair bid the slam. South
at Room 1 does appear to have
explored the slam chances
but North’s 5 ds response
naturally silenced him., North,
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we feel, had no reason to be Kghb
modest about his holding especi- g? 7 492 >3 * VIENNA COUP’
ally after his initial pass. O 2 By © Teaks’
Qd?' 19 .0 +Q 1049.71 o We assembled at 5 p. We  (This deal is from Culbertson).
waited for our preceptor. It was
O KQro87543 ¢ 9653 Y AQio 545 and stll no sign of his @62
& A ¢ 103 © Q9754 coming. We were naturally an- ®AK 2
#Jj8642 & AK; xious. One of us said that he a7
732 ® Quo8s & AQiog was probably fed up with Bridge ¢ AT4
P QJogb2 Y 103 O KJ8 play. I emphatically said ‘no’. & Q85
O g4da O gbe O AKJ86 No female heart would despise
> — $ XKQ53 &3 gold and our teacher would $973 $ 105
1 never despise Bridge. Could it 3 @ QJro854
® Aby . be indifferent health or indisposl-  ~ J 10 g 5 {83
O A754 East  Sourm WEsr tion ? All but one %ghl‘cedd, that #KJogbs 076
it should be so. e dissen-
oA X 2 O Pass 1t shoul . ;
Pass Pass tient said that occasionally we AK 8
& Jo876 Dbl. 38 were rather wanting in quick 4 6 QI8
Deal 31 : perception and at times slightly Y
. ] 1 below the mark. That must O KQ6a2
East’'s unwise double cost the East Sovri  WesT have put out the pedant. He was & A2

Andhra team five points on the
deal. Despite his 15 point hand
North-South made 11 tricks.

X 19 Pass
Dbl. 2 O Pass
Pass 4 & Pass

finally persuaded to our view.

Ourtalk was dying down when
he made his appearance. He
looked bumptious and cheerful.
He had his note-book and a
text-book. These were unusual
accompaniments. We extended
a mischievous look at them. He
did not even apologise for coming
late. He took the cards pack
and arranged the cards with
reference to a page in his note-
book: We were surprised that
he had lost faith in the cards
getting arranged as he desired.
He explained and said that
some mistake somewhere might
spoil a grand show and it was
better to be precise and careful.
The deal was as follows. The
final contract was 7 spades by
South,

Norta East SouTH WEsT

1 Pass 2 & Pass
2 NI. Pass 4 N.T. Pass
5 Pass 5 NT, Pass
6@ . Pas 7 & Pass

He adopted an unusual proce-
dure. He sat at the head of
our table. He did not want us
to play. He asked all the hands
to be exposed as a double
dummy. He directed West to
play his 3 of hearts. North
won with ace. He asked south
to run his 6 spades at a stretch,
The dummy had then 2 hearts,
2 diamonds, and 2 clubs. South
was asked to play his club ace.
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This we could not follow. We
thought that the contract was
set one trick sure. But we had
no voice at all in the matter,
South entered dummy with dia-
mond ace, and played K of
Hearts, South discarded his
club, West was unable to hold
his K of clubs and yet keep the
diamonds suit stopped. It was
revealing play. In a joyous mood
he said that it was *Vienna
Coup’. We said that it was
squeeze. He shook his head and
said that though squeeze was
involved in it, the highlight was
the play of club ace by South.
That established West's K tem-
porarily and he was temporarily
elated and overjoyed. He
thought that his club K trick
was in his pocket. Then by the
operation of a simple squeeze he
was forced to discard his tempo-
rarily established K of club or an
equally potent card namely dia-
mond. This principle, he said,
had the name of * Vienna Coup ’,
a piece of brilliance in play that
struck probably a Vienna gxpert,
We shouted in one voice ‘0,
Vienna Coup, sphere descended
maid, friend of glory and wis-
dom’s aid’.

The urge in us to play such a
deal ourselves was great. We
requested him to set a deal and
then quietly watch us play.
What an injunction to a precep-
tor! He took it in the right
sense. The deal was as follows,
He said that the final contract
was 6 spades by South.
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Club g was directed to be led,
West did so. The pedant there-
after sat still though observant,
South looked a mixture of the
tiger and the ape. He was very
kecen and decided on copying
what the teacher did with the last
deal. He ducked once having
become an expert in ‘ Ducking
Play’. Then he played all his
trumps. Then his diamond ace,
Then his heart acc and then
dummy’s K of hearts. He rea-
lised that he was 1 down. He
was unable to find where the
snag was, One of us mischie-
vously told South that a book
ignorantly read was a load of
learned lumber in the head.
So also was a mere repetition of
the preceptor’s play. It was (oo
strong a remark. Then all of
them thought over it. The other
three were no better.  South hit
back and said that their heads
also had learned lumber, We
received it coolly. The precep-
tor had to come to our rescue.
The cards were well arranged in
their original position. He said
that after the third or fourth
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step, the” ace of clubs, ace of
diamonds and ace of hearts
should be played. They all did
so. Finally South’s hand was
reduced to three cards, namely,
1 trump, 1 club and 1 heart.
The squeeze would now work.
His main criticism was that the
double Vienna Coup of playing the
2 aces should have been timed
earlier. He added that this Coup
always implied a squeeze. There
eould be no Vienna Coup without
a squeezc but that a squeeze coulyd
exist without a Vienna Coup. We
asked him pointedly as to how
to decide on the stage of intro-
ducing the Vienna Coup. He
said that it depended on visuali-
sation, timing and the bringing
into play the operative squecze.

We were now readv for the
trial and wanted the pedant
to set us another deal of this
coup but not expose it as double
dummy: He agreed. And all
of us decided to play our best
and see this deal through flaw-
lessly and without outside helE.
The deal sct was as follows. We
did the bidding also.

$ K o

WAKJ62

O Q6y

41043’AQ

86 2

Q‘}"{Osg Y983
OQKJs52 O 1043
$ Q86 $g752

® 95754

Y Q74

OAQ7Y

& AK]

2!

NortH Easr Sourdn WEST
1 Pass 2 NT Pass
g NT Pass Pass Pass

West without any direction
led 3 of spades. East and West
won the first 4 tricks in spades.
West led 10 of hearts. South
won with the (3. He then played
his ace of diamonds with a twink-
ling eye. He had a right to be
happy over it. Then he played
4 rounds of hearts, West stood
squeezed in diamonds and clubs.
The preceptor extended his hand
to South and they had a warm
hand-shake, Was it not the
real pride of a tcacher when the
pupils had mastered a difficult

though glorious principle in 2
deals > It was good and intel-
ligent work.

We all found ourselves, a
litile taller and fuller. Bridge
play was having no terror for
us. We said so to our friend.
He said that wc may be right
but over-confidence was a real
danger. He added that the last
discourse would be the. toughest
and that it had taxed and was still
taxing experts as well, that great
fires and controversies were raging
round them and that it was
better to take stock a little
later. We moderated our tone
and demeanour and said ‘ Good-
night’ to cach other,



PAR CONTEST— 1956.

Deals Nos. 9 to 16 in the
Par Contest played during the
Association’s Annual Champion-
ship Tournament in December,
1956, together with the author’s
<comments are give below.

Deal g ¢

Dealer North Vul, E, & W,
@ Jioga
U AgBbgge
Q9
& 10

4 AKG6

7 nil $Q§3

QAKJimo74 Q852

$ AQ63 *95742
&® 8
@%10575
Q63
$#Kjaj

Offtcial Bidding,
NortH East Sourk Wesr

Pass Pass  Pass 2 O

Pass 2NT Pass 3 o

Pass 4 & Pas 5 O

Pass Pass  Pass

West to play in 5 . North
to lead & ]J.

Bidding Par : E. W, for fini-
shing in 5 2 points

Playing Par: E. W. for 11
tricks .. 5 Points

Official  Comment : Bidding—
Routine.

Play : West should plan for
a possible throw in, by winning
opening lead, leading ¢ 10 to

O Q for a heart ruff to
& 8for another heart roff ang
O 4to O 5foraclub finessee ;
when & Q wins and & 10
appears at North, West should

- exit in spades and thus .
against the loss of two club

tricks,
Deal 10
Dealer East. Vul. Both
4 K
g‘ﬁ&ﬁn
aadls?
$ Ao7652 & QJog
@ J 10 ¥ Qo953
Q62 O 10774
® Qo8 9402
$ 843
Y A7y
O Ag8
$J753
OﬁcialBidding:

East South West Noty
Pass  Pass Pass O
Pass 2 O Pass o V]
Pass 3 Pass 40

Pass 4  Pass Pass
Pass

North to i

lead & Q,uegxl:fy in 4 <. East to0
. Bidding Par : N. S. for finish-
ing below game in s or Os

. .. 2 points
Playing Par : N. S, for 10 tricks

. -+ 4 points
Official Comment Bidding. Per-
centages being definitely against
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fulfilment of any game going
contract, the award is for a
PAart score,

Play : North should ruff at
trick 2 and note the fall of high
spade at East. Both percen-
tages and the fall of this high
card, indicate a 4-2 trump break.
North should therefore enter zia
¢ A for another spade ruff,
cash trump K and run the
Diamonds.

Instruction : ‘;Vest. You must
p‘lay & A over @ Q and lead
6.

Deaf 11 :

Dealer South : Vul. Neither.

Offictal Bidding :
SoutH West NortH East
1t O 2d 2 Db,
2 @ Pass 5 N.T, Pass
7 @ Pass Pags Pass
South to play in 7 é. West
to lead 7 2.
Bidding Par : N.'S. for finishing

in-;‘or’;{}or‘]N.':I'.
.. 2 points
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Playing Par: N. S. for 13
tricks .. 5 Points

Official comment : Bidding. Ex-
perts, of course, may prefer to
read the grand slam much more
scientifically.

Play : With other than a four-
no-trump break, the hand is a
pianola. South therefore should
prepare for such a contingency as
all four trumps in one East Hand,
A diamond should be discarded
on P A and a low trump led
from the North; when West
shows out, the subsequent play
becomes marked., A high dia-
mond must be cashed at once,
followed by Club Ace and a
high Club ruff South is entered
cheaply for another high ruff
of a Club. Trumps are drawn
(by a finesse if necessary) and
dummies, remaining high Dia-
mond discarded on Jast trump,
South Diamond suit can then
be run for the balance tricks.

Deal 12
Dealer West ¢ Vul. N. S.

$ Q10973
il

Kiogg
3 2

[
-~ POQ
n

K
K 0
4

w
v

2
2
5

- 4
V4
%
& QJro

>

&8
6
Q7
& K

8
752
8754

toproc'a

@
V,
Q
&»
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Official Bidding :
Westr NortH  East Sourn
2P Pass g d Pass
3@ Pass 4 7 Pas
Pass Pass Pass Pass
West to play in 4 7. North to
lead O K. .
Bidding Par: E, W, for fini-
shing in 4 ¢?° .. 2 points
Playing Par . E. W. for 10
tricks .. 4 points
Official comment : Bidding. Ac-
curate bidding should reach the
Heart game and avoid going
beyond the four odd level.
Play : West should ruff high
at Trick 3 and draw three
rounds of trumps. Ace of Clubs
should be cashed and the Spades
tried out. When the bad break
appears, South should be thrown
in, with the last trump to compel
him or her to lead a club to the
dummy for two spade discards.
Instructions : Notth~You must
play first & K, then O A fol.
lowed by { 10.
Deal 13 :

Dealer North : Vul. Both
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Official Bidding :

NortH EasT Souts West
14 Dbl Pas 4 \VJ
Pass 4 9 Pass Pass
West to play a .

lead & Kp Yy a4 $7. North to
) Bi'dding Par : E. W. for finish-
ing in 4 <) or for doubling any
higher bid 2 points

Playing Par: N. S, for 4 tricks
or more -+ 4 points

Official comment : Bidding. Des-
pite North’s opening bid EW,
should reach the normally makea-
ble four-heart final bid.

Play « Holding three certain
defensive tricks, North should
cast around for one more. A
trick from either minor suit
being manifestly impossible, only
hope is a second trump trick.
North plays three ‘tounds of
Spades conceding a harmless ruff
—discard, takes @ A immedia.
tely and leads a fourth round of
- Spade for South toruff and at the
same tme prowmote North’s 9 8.
Deal 14 :

Dealer Tast : Vul. Neither,

o

G amn

| (e T

mo

g O

E e

bR bl
o -
[=]

n

»

-y
~ o PO3P
LA =

w ™~
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Official Ridding :
East SoutH West Nortn

1@ Pass 3 O Pass
3 NT. Pass 6NT. Pass
Pass Pass Pass Pass

East 1o play in 6 N.T. South
to lead & Q).

Bidding Par : E. W. for finish.
ing in 6 ¢V or 6 N.T.

.. 2 poings
Playing Par: E. W. for 12
tricks .. 5§ points

Oficial comment : Bidding. With
such powerful control in four
suits, E. W. should contract for a
small slam,

Play : The Club finesse being
indispensable, in any method of
winning 12 tricks, it should be
taken by East at trick 2, followed
by two rounds of Hearts and not
more than two rounds of Dia-
monds. At this stage West’s
high Club is played off followed
by two more rounds of Hearts to
throw in south for a trick-esta-
blishing-spade-return  which  at
the same time seis up a situation
in which North can be squeezed
in the minor suits.
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Deal 15 :
Dealer South : Vul. N. 8.
$ 1052
P Q)62
& 363
& AQ-2
$Q6 %98743
7 9 4
¢Jiog72 QO AKQ
#dJg765 KB4
é A K
P AK1i853
Q54
& 103

Offictal Bidding :
Soutin WEST Nontd East
1 P Pass 2 Pass
4 & Pass Pags Pass
South to play in 4 7. Wea
to lead ¢ J.
Bidding Par : N. 8. for finishing

in g4 <. 2 points
Playing Par © N. 8. for 10 micks:
4 points

Official ~ comment :  DBidding,
Good bidders should reach the
game going contract in Hearts:

Play © Alter Somh rafls av irick
4 aml draws trurups in two rouads
the problem of finvsse in the
black suits has to be faced. If
either missing black honour is
favourablv placed, the contract
is  iron-clad ; if neither is
favourably placed and ecach ade-
quately guarded, the contract
is hopeless. But if East holds
& Q, the contract is makeable
even though he holds & K
as well. South therefore plays

-
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& Ace and & K with the inten-
tion of following with & J if
necessary. This procedure, of
course, also copes with the actual
doubleton & Q in West,
Instructions : East—You must
play three rounds of Diamonds.

Deal 1 16

Dealer West : Vul. E. W.
S AJrogsyg
v K7
75
& A83

& 7 $ 86

QG AJiobs2 P gl8g

O AB3 OKgbga

& Koz "dv 1076
& K Q32
Q4
O QJ 10
$»QJ54

Official Bidding :
West NortH East Sourn

1Y 26 Pas 1 &

Pass Pass = Pass Pass
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North to play in . East
to lead 7 q. t e

Bidding Par : N. 8. for finish~
ingin 4 4 or g N.T,
2 points
N. 8, finishing in any Spade
or N.T. part score. 1 point

Playing Par: E. W, for 4 or
more tricks 4 points

Official comment : Bidding. The
bidding par has been made elas-
tic.

Play : West must not make
the error of retaining Ate
capture 7 Q. On the contrary,
opening lead must be won and
a shift made to & 2 in the
hope that East holds (ci) $ A
or (6) ds 30and & K, If thisis
not done, North will draw trumps
and set up a high Diamond in
time to discard the third round
losing Club.

By E. SoLoMoN

Question,—Playing Rubber
Bridge with a new partner, I
picked up the following hand,
sitting South :—

$65
1o 2
CA72
. dPAQJB73
South dealer and neither side
vulnerable, the bidding went :—

Soutn West NortH East
1d Pass 19 2O
34 Pass 3 @ Pass

Pass  Pass

Three hearts became the final
contract, but I was surprised to
sce my partner collect all the
13 tricks. North’s hand was :—

é K x
P AQoxxxx
O xx
& 109
Please comment as to how
the bidding should have gone,
Anstwer.—Call North chicken!

. When partner opens the bid-
ing, receives a mere oOne-over-

one suit take-out—which surely
in this day and age of bridge we
do not have to tell anybody can
be very weak—and then comes

again over R. H. O’ interven-

tion with a free bid at the three

level, we, holding North’s hand,

just simply could not help feel-

ing that old black magic we-

have-a-game feeling. Where is
the best spot for game ? There

is only one we can see—hearts.

So we bid four hearts—not three

hearts. Should partner bid five

chubs we will trust him to play

the hand, but a slam try would

find us ready, willing and able

to co-operate further.

View it from another angle.
If North’s hearts had been six
cards instead of seven cards
long, with nine high-card points
and the foregoing encouraging
sequence it would have been in
order to make a re-bid of three
hearts. Therefore with one more
card in the suit North must,
repeat must jump to game in
hearts. At the risk of labouring
the point still further we state
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the obvious that a scven-card
suit headed by the ace, queen,
nine does nat exactly require
positive support from partner.
It is more than adequate if he
has a couple of small cards and of
this we may be fairly confident
when he freely overcalls R, H. O,

Question.—In a recent dupli-
cate team-of-four match, two
seasoned East West pairs stopped
at a three no-trump contract
on this deal :

West dealer ; neither side vul-
nerable,

Wesr East
$ Axx & K x
W x D A X xx

O Axxx O Kx
dKxxxx $QJroxx
At one table West passed ini-
dally and the bidding went :—
West Norte FEast Sourn

Pass Pass 1 d¢ Pass

2 NT Tass 3 NT  Pass

Pass Pass Dass Pass

While at the other table West
opened  the bidding and  yet
the final hd wag three no-
trumps, reached thus :—

Wyt Nowrd  Easr South
1 & Pass 1 @  Pass

t NT Pass g & Pag
g3 NT Pass  Pass Pass

Please discuss in your columns
how the slam should have been
reached.

Answer.—According to modern
bidding practice West has an

opening bid, although a weak
on? . and he should therefore
open the bidding. Theory de-
mands that his bid be one diae
mond -not one club.

It may ‘then be possible to
arrive at the slam through the
following sequence :—

WesT FasT
19 2 &b
3 d YV
¢ NT o dp

Goming back to the theory
behind West’s opening bid of
one diamond, it is simply this
that suits must be galled in
such order that any four-four
it available may be discovered
not later than the -two-level.
If West were to open one¢ club
and East rcsponds one heart,
West cannot bid two diamonds
because if East. prefers clubs he
can only show it at the three-
level. West will therefore be
compelled cither to rebid clubs
or to bid one wo-truiap—hboth
of which alteruatives are repug-
nant to us.  Although this is a
fundamental principle of bidding
theory it continues to he over-
lovked by players whio will in-
15t on opening West’s hand with

one club, because of the old
nostrums 1 —

andjor
(6) always bid one club, if

you have more than one four-
card suit including ciubs.

(a) bid the longer suit first ;
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Those panaceas, fashionable
in their time, have Deen so
thoroughly exploded that we are
unwilling to waste a shot at
them to-day.

East’s bid on the second round
is of course a Culbertson asking
bid. He knows that West has
at least four clubs, otherwise he
would not have raised this suit.
If therefore West has second
round control of the heart suit,
i.e., king or singleton, the slam
is a virtual certainty. He can
ascertain this by the asking bid
of four hearts. Woest's response
of four no-trump assures him of
the king or singleton in hearts
and two aces. The slam in
clubs can now be hid quite con-
fidently by East.

If asking bids are not employed
by the partnership, East may take
a chance and bid the slam dircct-
ly. We must admit however
that this is a gamble that we,
in the same situation, would not
like to take.

Question.— A somewhat contro-
versial issuc arose on the follow-
ing hand.

Rubber bridge ; game all;’
East dealer.
East Sourm WesT NorTH

1 NT Pass Pass 2 é

D’ble  Pass ? Pass
West held Q J x x x, ¥ x x,
J=xx,Jxx

Should he hid or pass ? Is it
technically a take-out double ?
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If so, how is West to distinguish
between a strong East doubling
for penalties and a weak no-
trump opening hand crying for a
take-out ?

Answer.—It 1s true there are
several varieties of the opening
one no-trump-—strong, medium,
weak. But is it too much to
suppose that on any one occa-
sion a particular partnership em-
ploys only onc type of opening
no-trump and both members are
aware what that is ?  Since also
the range of an opening one no-
trump in any recognised system
of bidding is no greater than a
mere two. points, e.¢., 14 to 16
points, 16 to 18 points, we are
unable to find any sympathy
for the argument ** how is West
to distinguish between a strong
East doubling for penalties and
a weak no-trump opening hand
crying for a take-out”. West
s not called upon to perform
any such feat of clairvoyance.
He already knows within two
points the strength of his part-
ner’s hand.

As regards the question whether
the double in the given situation
is technically for penalties or
for a take-out, reference to “ the
book ** will disclose that a double
by the opening one no-trumper
is unequivocally for penalties.

Perhaps our reply would not be
complete without an admission
that amongst the backwaters of
rubber bridge players we have
come across the odd one who
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requests * keep my opening one
no-trump open for one round "
and there i1s even one gallant
whose one no-trump s forcing
to game-—he utterly disdains the
opening two bid of any species
whatsoever | Obvicusly our re-
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marks regarding the limited range
of the opening one no-trump
do not apply to this band of
spectacular individualists and the
problems that they set their
pariners are quite beyond the
powers of rational analysis,

M!Hh D sl

Edited by T. 5. CHANDRASEKARAN.

We rcyret o report the death
of two of our old timers,
P. G. Sankara Iyver and Dr.
Venkatasulramanian. P. G.
Sankara Tver was a veteran of
the old school, and a stalwart
I the - Auction Bridge days
although latterly his game had lost
much of the fire. Dr. Venkata-
Subramanian, known as R.M.O.
0 many of his bridge fviends,
was a quiet but ardent devotee
of the game and was for a long
tme one of the reguiars at the
bridge tabie of the Madras United
Clul,

* * *

The Executive Committee of
the Association are procecding
with arrangements for the for-
mation of an Inter-State orga-
nisation for Contract Bridge to
be merged into an All-India body
later on. As a first step, Inter-
State matches between the threc
State association teams, Andhra,
Madras and Bengal are to be

paved early in 1958, which
will thenceforward become a
regufar annual event to he played
at the different centres by turns.
The need for an organised -All-
India Association for Contract
"Bridge has been long felt and it
is hoped that the sponsors of the
prescnt arrangements will con-
solidate their efforts and build a
strong central controlling autho-
rity with a view to promote and
foster interest i the game, arrang-
ing Inter-State and also inter-
national contests, in course of
time, on the lines of the other
national sports associations Jike
cricket, hockev, toothall, ectc,
with the help of the Siate Govern-
ments,

* * . L

The Madras City Contract
Bridge League matches are now
in full swing. Twelve teams of
six, [four *A’ and eight <B’}
are participating and with the
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handicap of 6 International
match points to the ‘B’ teams
as was given last year the matches
are keenly contested. Quite
apart from the regular playing
practice to the competitors the
League matches provide, they
continue to be the main training
ground where a lot of new talent
is found. The need for strong
well-knit teams, is now more
urgent than ever hefore and the
authorities would do well to
study the form and potential of
several  youngstsrs  who have
recently taken to the game, with
a view to make np really repre-
sentative teams for the Inter-
State and other bir matches.
The Andhra-Madras  match
which we had unfortunately lost
for the last 1wo years successively,
although by the smallest of
margins is still lingering in our
minds and a determined attempt
should be made by the Madras

team to demonstrate their skill -

in the next round of matches.
The Bengal players showed great
promise when they were here last
and cvery clfort should be made
to raise and shape one or two
strong teaws of players who have
the right temperament and capa-
bility to always give off their
best, )
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The following table pives
the position of the league tcams
as on gth September, 1957.

2
243
K. R. Sundaram Iyer's
Team 4 2 2
N. Ramaratnam’s Team 4 4 —
Modern Tnstitute
of Commerce 4 4 —
P. 5. Reddy's Team 4 3 1
M. C. O P 4 —
4
5. V.5 4 4 —
Madras Gymkhana ‘A’ 4 3
'—dl)—' e 1
Burmah Shell Club ‘A? 4 4 3
—o— ‘B : I g
Baliah’s Team 4 3 1
Cosmopolitan Club _
4 4
* * *

The Mylapore Club’s an-
nual open towrnament autracted
only a modest number of entries.
The Modern Institute of Com-
merce team who won the U, S,
Ramasundaram’s Rolling Trophy
for the main knock-out event
are to be congratulated on their
good performance in  winning
the finals beating P. 8. Reddy'’s
team. The tournament provided
One Or two surprises, first the exit
of the home team afier their good
show in recent matches, at the
hands of the 8. V. S. team, and
secondly of the T"Nagar Clut;team
who had, rather, unfortunately to
give a walk-over to their oppo-
nents in the semi-final round for
want of their fourth plaver.
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Duplicate Team-qof-four Knock-aut.
Winners - M.L.C.

K. Guru Dutt.

E. Solomon.

R. Rangaswami.

G. K. Gopalaswami.

S. K. Subramanian.
Runners-up :

P. S. Reddy.

S. T. Achar.

Mrs. Solomon.

G. 5. Reddy

K. C. Ramaratnam.

A set of 16 par-pointed hands
received from abroad which was
also scheduled to e played had
to be given up for want of
sufficient number of competitors
and instead, a Progressive Pairs
contest was arranyed. ten pairs
competing,

Progressive Pairs :
North-Svuth :
Winners :

T. R. Samoo.
T. K. N. Panikker.

East-West :
Winners :
5. Baliah & Sriramulu Naidu.

At a pleasant Dinner gotup by
N. Ramaratnam the prizes were
distributed by K. R. Sundaram
Iyer, Vice-President of the Asso-
ciation to the successful partici-
pants.

* . *

The other major local tourna-
ment was organised by the Mad-
ras United Club during April-
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May. The usual events, the
team-af-four, progressive and
master pairs and the individual
championships were  all - well
comested.  The Mylapore Club
team who gave a vastly mm-
proved display won the team-of-
four event convincingly. The
results of the various events were:

Event : Duplicate Knock-out -
Winners :
N. Ramaratnam’s Team.

N. Ramaratnam.
C. V. Venkatecsan.
R. Sankaran

B. Venkataramani.

G. N. Chary.
Runners-uf) :
C. A M S
Vevkata Rao
Sriramutiah
Singaperumaliah
M. N. Reddy
Jaganatha Chetty
Master Pairs ;
Winners :
N. Ramaratnam and C. V.
Venkatesan.,
Runuers-up :
R. Sankaran and M. N. Reddy.
Propressive Patrs :
Winners :

S. K. Subramaniam and
K. Guru Dutt.

Rumers-up :
T. M. Kasturi and C. Devarajan.
* * *

The City Club, Tiruchirapalli
and the Srirangam Club orga-
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nised a joint open towrnament
during May, 1957. The matches
were all payed at the Srirangam
Club and almost all teams from
the city and the districts took
part in the tournament. As many
as twenty teams played the
knock-out event and a number
of thrilling matches were witnes-
ged. Ramaratnam’s Team from
Madras played in top form all
their matches and ran out casy
winners defeating some of the
fancied teams including the City
Club, champions in the Associa-
tion’s annual tournament in 1956,
comfortably in the finals. The
Devakottah team, K. R. Sun-
daram Iyer’s team from Madras,
the Gobi team, two teams from
Tanjore, E. N. Mylappan’s team
from Trichy were some of the
other teams that participated. The
Srirangam Club members, es-
pecially 5. R. V. Thatham who
played the role of the hosts played
their part almost to perfection
and were ever at the service of
the visitors. No praise 15 too
great for the warmn welcome and
hospitality they extended to the
players from Madras and the
other visitors and the high tradi-
tion of hospitality which they have
set up will be difficult to emulate,

The results of the various events :
Duplicate Knock-out

Winners :

N. Ramaratngm’s Team

N. Ramaratnamnt.
C.V. Venkatesan.
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B. Venkataramani.

G. N. Chary.
Runners-up : City Club.

Pattu.

Subbiah,

D:. Sahadevan.

Ambi Iyer.
Master Pairs :
Winners ;

C. R. Anantanarayanan,

E. S. Natarajan.
Runners-up : ,

A. Sundararajan and M. Vasu.
Progressive Pairs : -
Winners:
North-South ;

Kuttaiyyan Chettiar and C.
A, C. Arunachalam,
East-West :

Dr. Sahadevan and S.Sampath,
Runners-up:
Nor th-South:

Dr. Joseph and M. N. Srini-
vasan,
East-West:

M. R. 5. Manickavelu Chettiar
and C. Srinivagan,

Progressive Duplicate (8 Teams) =
Winners :
S. R. V. Thatham’s Team

5. R. V. Thatham.

Kuttaiyyan Chettiar.
S. Parthasarathi.

5. T. Chari.
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Runners-up :
K. R. Sundaram’s Team -
K. R. Sundaram Iyer.
K. Guru Dutt.
T. R. Samoo Iyer.
T. S. Chandrasckharan.
- * *

The Mvlapore Ladies’ Club
who are celebrating their Silver
Jubliee this year have sponsored
an open team-of-four contest in
which all local clubs are Earncx-
pating. This and the T’Nagar
Social Club’s annual open
tournaments have drawn a very
large number of entries for all the
events and the response is indeed
heartening. General interest in
the game appears to have received
a pew impetus and we hope
that this revival of interest in the
game will be lasting.

* . .
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jssues are still irregular due largely
to the paucity of contributions
from members. With'the present
increased popularity of the game
the Editorial Committee hope to
bring out the issues more regularly -
in future.

The Committee are also glad
to announce that a Rolling Tro-
phy has becn kindly donated by
Mr. T. K. Srinivasa Iyengar,
Tanjore (TEAKS) to be awar-
ded to the author of the best
article appearing in the INpiaN
Bripoe WoRLD in 1658. The
four issues in 1958 will be taken
into account for this purpose and
we request all readers to send in
their articles early in January,

1958.



SOLILOQUY

By Maurie C. Brvaw.*

To bid or not to bid : that is the question !
Whether ’tis better in the end to suffer

The sets and bottoms of out rageous distribution,
Or to pass against a mess of doubles,

And by passing end them. To win ; to place ;
No more ; and by a pass to end

Redoubles and the thousand natural shocks

A player is heir to, ’tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wished. To place, to win ;

To win : perchance I dreamn : ave, there’s the rub ;
For in that dream what tops may come,

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,
Must give us pause. There’s the bid

That makes calamity of one night's play.

For who could hear the halfs and zeros, at times
The opponent’s scorn, our partner’s contumely,
The pangs of sacrifices gone wrong, the kibitzer’s pity,
The point count, honor trick,

The chill of bottoms the unworthy takes,

When he himself might quietus make

With a mere pass? Who would conventions use

To squirm and sweat a dazed life,

But that dread of being east-west

That humble secdling from whose bourn *
No reputation returns, puzzles the mind

And makes us rather hide the cards we have
Than make bids our partner knows not of ?
Qur systems do make fools of us all,

And thus the simple pass of irresolution

1s sicklied o'er with the pale cast of doubt.
All enterprisc of cue bids, take-outs

We now regard as breathless strategy

And skip the chance for action.  Soft you now !
Fair partner ! Simply, in thy pravers

Be all my bridge sins wr'd_

sWith acknowledgments to The American Contract Bridge League Bulletin.
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