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THE SANNYASI'S BOON

~

A rather macabre story about a sannyasi

who had woven a spell against an unsuspecting
woman. The story, we are assured, is built round

an actual incident.

‘SHIKHA’

Krishnamma had one great
grievance against God. He had
not gi-~ her children. He had
given her everything else—good
looks, a loving - husband, a house
of their own and, above all, no
mother-in-law to strut in the
house ordering her -about and
picking faults. But what is a
woman without a child? She had
read in old books that holy
men. refused alms given by a
barren woman. Thank heaven,
such a calamity had not befallen
her yet,—no sadhu who came

" begging at her door ever asked

her whether she was childless

- and gladly accepted the rice and

the coins she humbly offered. In
her simple and guileless heart
Krishnamma belicved that with
the blessings of holy men -she
would one day obtain her heart’s
desire. .
At her neighbour’s the whole
day the house rang with thenoise

and quarrelling. What a contrast
to her own empty and silent
home ! Her neighbour Sitamma
was never tired of talking about
her eight children. She would
recount with great gusto how
Kittu upset the pot of milk and
the milk ran down his body in
streams and the cat started lick-
ing it while he howled loud
enough to bring the roof down ;
or,’ it would be her little Chinu
who stealthily substituted salt for
sugar in his elder brother’s coffee
in revenge for his having con-
fiscated his (Chinu’s) kite—** The
little - fiend! How he laughed
when his elder brother made a
grimace and ran outside to spit
out the horrible stuff! But you
can’t punish him. If you tried,
he would look at you with big
melting eyes, and what can you
do but take him up and hug him
in your arms ?..And my
Indira...””-and so on.andso forth,

and shouts of children playing tll Krishnanima felt.‘l"eﬁt‘irglya
. - ., "\_‘ﬁl“_g
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overwhelmed and heaved a sig‘h‘ of
envy ‘and frustration. = Did
_ Sitamma derive a cruel pleasure

in tormenting her thus?  She -

“would not return toher house
till she had drawn a tear or two
from Krishnamma’s eyes. For

--she was consumed with envy at
Krishnamma’s life of luxury,with a.

goodnatured and loving husband.
She herself had a drunkard for .

- husband who squandered away
his earnings and took little care
“of his wife and children. She

had to- toil all -day long while -

"7 Krishnamma led an easy life. "So
- she never missed an opportunity

~ of wounding Krishnamma by .

- reminding her of her childless-
- ness. “You may have all the
wealth of Kubera and a husband

~like Sri Rama himself,” she

would say, trying to hide her

.- malice, “but- if you-are - not . -

- blessed with children, all that is
worthless, and life has no joy.
. Don’t you see howin olden days

" Ashwapati "did tapasya ‘- and

- Dasharatha performed a yajna
just ifi order to have children?...

As for me, for all my. miss.

-fortunes, God has - sent 'one great
consolation. I don’t know what

1 would do wnthout my eight-

jewels”
Remarks such as these wrung
the heart of Krishnamma and she
. shed many .a bitter tear at her
- - misfortune.  Why was God so

Javish . with one person and ..

miserly with another? She had

“~gone with her husband to -all" -~

the important places of pilgrimage

* dand she had promised rich offer- .
ings to all the gods and goddesses
~if only she was blessed witha~

dei gned

" One day she was in the kitchen

" clearing away the remnants after

her meal. Her husband had left

early that morning “for the town .

to make. some representations

about their- village. There had -
been trouble recently with the

headman.

It was nearmg mldday and -
everything was quiet. Krish-
namma felt lonelier than ever and -
wondered how soon her husband

would be back.

Suddenly - there rang throughA

the house a voice deep and full,

- ¢ Bum_Bum Mahadev.”.. . .1,
Krishnamma hurried out tothe”

front verandah.

A tall sannyasi stood in the
little courtyard, sounding a tiny -

drum, “Bum Bum Mahadev.”

sannyasi she had ever seen, He

had a slim, but powerful and"™
“well-knit ﬁgure He had a length- .
of ochre clothi™ tied “round’ his™
waist. Around his neck hunga-

- string of rudraksha beads.” Twg. ™"
jhulis” were’ slung on .to. his
--shoulders. - His: face - expressed -

both strength and intelligence,

-and his reddish-brown-eyes had a -
peculiar arresting power. As .
she Iooked into them, cold sweat

- broke out on her body, she was
seized with a strange, tremblmg in :

all her limbs. = .

“Bum Bum Mahadev,” chant-

ed the sannyasi.

“Krishnamma redovered hastﬂy -
reproaching herself for her-
negligence, she bowed low-before .
the holy man. The_sannyasi,
recited rapidly ‘in a strange’

tongue that she did not under-

“stand. " Hurrying " inside, ‘she -

-, k A v ny
~ foy,
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«He..-.was -unlike -any-other- -
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brought a seer of rice and some
sweetmeats and emptied them in
. his jhuli,

“May Mahadev bless you with
long life, wealth and all happi-
ness,” said the sannyasi.

Krishnamma’s eyes filled with
tears. All happiness—does that
mean children too? *“ May God
* bless me with' a child,” she said

folding her hands and bending
her head low over them.

The sannyasi’s gaze had not
left her face even for an instant.
“Have you no children,
Mother 7 he asked in a kindly
voice.

Krishnamma, tears pouring
down her plump cheeks, narrated
her misfortune, and begged him
to bless her with a child.

“ Do not be so sad, Mother,”
he consoled her. **Mahadev, in
his great mercy, will bestow a
child on you before long”
He took a small tin from
his jhuli and opening it
brought out a little ash. Holding
itin his hands, he stood with
_closed eyes in deep concentration.

Krishnamma joined her palms
in prayer and waited hopefully.

At last the sannyasi opened
his eyes. He wrapped the ash
in a piece of paper taken from his
jhuli and gave it to her. “Hold
‘it in your right hand when you go
to bed. Mahadev is compas-
sionate. He will give you a child.
Do not be sad.”

Krishnamma bowed low and
touched his feet. He put his hand
on her head to bless her. Butno
sooner than his hand touched her
that something like an electric
shock ran through her whole
body. She started and recoiled
involuntarily. When she - looked

~

up the sannyasi was gone.

Krishnamma stood in a dazed
way for several minutes clutching
thelittle packet of vibhuti to her
heart. Her eyes were again
streaming, but now with tears of
gratitude. She was sure God had,
at last taken pity on her. The
sannyasi was not an ordinary one,
she could feel it in her very bones.
She saw again in her mind his
commanding figure, remembered
the lightning shock she had felt
at his touch, and was convinced
that he possessed supernatural

« powers.

As the day faded into ‘evening,
Krishnamma became conscious
of a new sensation in her body—
it was as if the.blood in her veins
had turned into a sea of fiery
waves, ceaselessly heaving, but, at
the same time, there was a sweet,
heavy languor pressing upon her
limbs and tightening round her
body like a serpent.  She could

neither move nor keep still. And

all the while she had delirious
visions of a chubby boy, whom
she suckled, bathed, caressed, and
rocked to sleep in her arms, - -
Sitamma had comein the after-
noon to chat, But today her
darts failed. Krishnamma sat
~ heavily, listening as from a dis-
tancethe familiar tittle-tattle of
her neighbour. Sitamma per-
ceived before long that some-
thing was wrong and that the talk
did not move along the usual
lines. ““What is the matter,

Krishnamma ?”’ she asked. -

Krishnamma only smiled faintly.
“Oh, don’t tell me that you
are goingfo have a child, after
all?” cried Sitarhma.
Butsill the only reply she got
was a'distant smile. The had sat

4
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on tili dark vto dré.w out the -

secret, and, when she failed, had
gone home cross and-irritated.

Krishnamma cooked her sup- .

per, and tried to eat a little. She

~ was alone in the house. Her

.- servant had gone to attend on a
- sick relation. She tidied the
kitchen and laid out the firewood
for the breakfast fire on the
morrow.

She washed her face, hands and
feet and prepared to go to bed.
It was atthat moment that she
- made the terrible discovery that
she had lost the packet of vibhuti.
" 'With asinking heart, she began a
minute search of the house. At
midnight she was still searching
-~ crying softly.

Suddenly she heard a rolling
sound coming " from the back
"parlour where servants husked
rice during the day. The sound

‘grew louder and nearer. She was ™

a brave woman. She walked over
. to the parlour door, and the

next instant was struck with-

amazement at the sight of the
- mortar coming towards her. As
in a spell, she watched it pass
her and move towards the front

door. Finding its path obstruct-

ed, it -hurled itself against the
closed door. With trembling

fingers she undid the bolts.

Hardly had the door opened than
out bounded the mortar noisily
and disappeared into the night.

How did the mortar
walk? Whence came its move-
ment 7 Was it possessed? And
"where was it going? In a flash
she understood everything. - She
shot back the bolts and dropped

on the ground, ‘overwhelmed at . .
the recognition of the danger she
_had barely escaped.
As she lay _there prostrate,”
slowly memory came back to her.

and she remembered having gone

to the back parlour to-see if the

servants had swept andtidied up

properly. Seeing a heavy vessel -

left out on the floor, she had gone

“to put it back in its place. She
must then have laid the packet of -
vibhuti on the = mortar in

order to have her hands “free...
She went round to see that all

the doors were securely bolted, - .
and then dropped down on her( -

bed, although she was not des- .
tined to sleep that night, or for. ...

many nights to come.
X X X .
Under atree on the outskirts of

the village sat the sannyasi, rapt,”
with closed eyes. Hearing, in -

the distance, the sound of some-
one approaching, he opened his
eyes with an eager expectancy.

How interminable the hours
had seemed since midday, each
hour growing longer than the one
before......That woman was a
find! What a figure! Who could
have dreamed there was sucha
one to be found in this out-of-
the-way place? He did not know
how long ago it was that he had
met with such luck.

But surely that was a sound of
someone walking, dragging
rather, over the dead leaves on
the path'

He smiled, he listened avidly.
The- approachmg sounds grew
louder. And behold! From out

of the darkness rattled forth the

mortar!

A man’s best fortune, or his worst, is a wife.

TR

F AMOUS MURDER TRIALS

MANGALORE MURDER CASE

S. RAJAGOPALAN

’ Sankarappa Shetty and Kaveri

were husband and wife, living in
Kuthethur, "South Kanara
district. They were married in

1931 and had four children of
ages varying between seven years

and 18 months. They were a

" -fairly loving couple. In May 1938,

‘Kaveri went to her granduncle’s
house for her confinement at
Kuthavoor village. - Her husband
was, as per the custom, to bear

~ the charges of confinement. But

this time he was unable to do
so and hence she remained at her
relation’s house. He had, how-
ever, been visiting her there from
time to time.

For sometime past, Sankar-

" appa Shetty was in financial
~difficulties. He'had laid claim to

aproperty and he had approached

i

a bank for aloan of Rs. 1000
On 23-11-1939 he was suspected
by the police in ‘connection with
the theft of a jewel. His mind
too was a bit unhinged. On

bus and he alighted at Mulki. A

- little later he was seen by a doctor

amongst  others, - prostrating
before a co- passenger and ta'king™
incoherently. He bent his head
and touched the companion’s feet

- several times. The next day he

was bewilderingly abnormal. He
threw some rupees on the road
and a large .crowd collected-

" -around him. He suddenly dealt

out a blow at a bystander and
wept like a child. Later in the
evening he raced from an upper
storey and threatened that he
would jump into a well.
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On 28-11-1939, Sankarappa
arrived at Kuthavoor. His wife,
her grandaunt and brother were
present. He spent the night with
his wife and children in aroom
in the house. On the following
day the entire family took their
supper with him at about 10 A.M.
He was closeted with his wife. He
-asked her to give him Rs. 25, She
said she would give if he would
return her jewels worth Rs. 200,
-which had been taken by him soon
after the marriage and pledged
subsequently.  About noon the
family members went to a build-
ing 45 feet away from the réom
where were Sankarappa, Kaveri
and their children. Two hours
later, they heard Kaveri cry
“murder” and the children
shouting, ‘‘Father 1is killing

/

mother”. They rushed to the -

room but found the door shut
and bolted from inside. Kaveri’s
grandaunt and brother peeped
through the window and- saw
Sankarappa inflicting a blow
with a plank (on which people sit
‘while taking food) on Kaveri’s
temple. They raised an alarm
. and the neighbours rushed to the
scene. They forced open the door
with a crowbar and found
Kaveri lying dead on the floor.
Sankarappa was seized and his
hands and legs were tied up. He
did not offer any resistance. He
appeared dazed and stupefied.
The police were contacted and
postmortem was  held. The
doctor found 20 injuries on the
body, of which 10 were on the
head and 10 more on the other
parts of the body. He opined
that 17 of them would have been
caused by the plank with which
she had been struck. He said that

the murderer had either been
actuated by a deep-seated motive
or had been insane and this he
opined from the nature of the
attack delivered.

At the sessions trial, a plea as
to his insanity was advanced. He
made a lengthy statement. He
said that prior to the occurence
he was not well and felt as if
someone had administered an evil
drug to him. He was under a
hallucination and he was feeling
that an apparition like thing was
before "him. On the day of the
murder his wife told him that he
had been accused of stealing
a jewel. He did not ask her money
and there was no disagreement
between them. He did not know
what happened to his wife but
the next day he was told by the
police that he had killed his wife,
although he said he did not

_recollect having done so.
His relations gave evidence as -

well as those who had watched
his behaviour previous to the
murder at the bus and the other
places. The children did not
give evidence. , .
The sessions judge held that he
was guilty of murder and sen-
tenced him to be hanged. At the
High Court one judge felt that he
was not insane but that his mental
condition being what it was,
he should be acquitted. The case
was referred to a third judge

who settled that he was not-

insane but gave him the lesser
sentence of transportation for
life.

The circumstances relied on

to disprove the theory of insanity
were numerous and could not be
brushed aside, If he was un-
sound in mind, it was asked how

was it that he was not so sub-

sequently. There were no symp-
toms of unnatural behaviour
after the- murder when he was in
the custody . of the police at the
time of thetrial. When a manis
worried with his affairs or dis-
tracted about his money matters,

even slight annoyance might

rouse his anger—as indeed it
might have done when his wife
refused to give him Rs. 20 ; but it
could not be said that he was

" incapable of knowing that he was

doing wrong. They were in the
room with the children for some
two hours before the occurance.
It was not without significance

that the door was bolted from

inside the room at the time.
There was no evidence as to who
secured the door, but it was plain
that the attack was made ata
time when entry into the room
was obstructed and prevented.
The absence of motive would
not be decisive. Nor was the cir~
cumstance that he had offered
no resistance which was not
unnatural when a man was
confronted with five persons and
resistance would be simply im-
possible. On the other hand if
he had offered resistance, he
could be reckoned not a sensible
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man. As for the weapon used,
the wooden plank was not per s
dangerous but it was so by the
way it was used. He had really
intended to kill her. In the result
he escaped being sent to the
gallows.

(Copyright with the author.)
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THE MEEK HUSBAND i
He was enlarging on the dangers of certain foods, and with a
dramatic gesture he pointed an emphatic fingerat a_rather harassed
looking and inoffensive listener and demanded : “What is it ? We
nearly all eat it at some time or other, yet it’s the worst thing in the
world for us. What is it, I say? Do you know ?” :
There was a moment’s silence before the little man replied

rather nervously: ¢ Wedding cake!”
' b
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A man becomes a low caste or a high caste not by his birth

but by his conduct.



- 'Only the names and placeshave
" been changed in this true tale

- of

PHONE CALL FROM THE DEAD -

“Are you there? Are you there?”’

“What number do you want ?”
I countered.

. I was given the correct number
and exchange.

“Whom do you want to speak
to 7’ I inquired.

The woman’s voice at the
other end of the line said she
wanted me.

I asked her name, and she re-

plied that I wouldn’t know her

name.

The voice seemed to echo like

someone talking in a cave.
Finally, out of curiosity, I

admitted my "identity and asked

what she wanted of me.
© “I want you to go and see my
daughter, Candida, and stop her
crazy infatuation for Rupert
Alington.”

This statement rather shook me.

I asked her for more infor-
mation, saying that I did not
know her daughter, nor anything
about the infatuation she. referred
to, nor even the doubtful pleasure
of knowing the caller herself !

“I can’t stay any longer,” she
said hurriedly, but I’ll call you
again, and give you more details.
Goodbye.” -

She rang off.

I was deeply mystified, and
not a little disturbed.

I was staying with Rupert and
Cynthia Alington at their Iovely
fifteenth~century manor house in
Hampshire.

mysterious _telephone calls.

“Rupert wrote novels and film
scenarios, and ‘Cynthia designed - *
the gowns ar’d costumes worn by -

" his female characters. " They -had - -

been married seven "years and

both.. were good-looking and .

charming.

Through his work Rupert was =
often obliged to visit film studios - - -
and offices, and in consequence

~ met a great number of girls and - |
‘'women and possessed many'

““fans™.

autographs, but there was nothing
even remotely flirtatious about

Rupert. . He and Cynthia .were .

devoted to each other and the
idea of another woman in his life
was simply ludicrous.

This Candida’s mother must
be barking up the wrong tree;, I
decided.

The Alingtons were attending |

a literary luncheon in London,
and I agreed to take all telephone
calls during their absence, as his
secretary was on holiday.

On their return I did not men-
‘tion the peculiar - message to
either of them, and then forgot
all about it.

It was nearly a week later
when they were both absent from
the house, that I again answered
_the telephone. ,

“‘Are you there ?”

The same hollow vmce—-but '

more insistent this time. _

10

Cynthxa dealt  with »then" o
letters, pleas for photographs and -

“You must stop my daughter

...... ” she began. “Candida...

- "Candida Shaw. She works-as a

script girl for Blue Bird Films,
and she met Rupert A]mgton at

“the studios. Please rmg her up
-and go and see her.”

I told her that even if I agreed

‘to do as she asked, her daughter

would probably refuse to see me,

“and anyway, I felt sure the whole

thing was a mistake. Rupert

" Alington adored his wife.

1 insisted: “You . must have

’ mlxed him up thh some other

man.’
However, she was equally in-
sistent, but ‘admitted the infatua-

. tion was one-sided, and that he

was not at all interested in

" Candida.

“You must make her s'e
sense,” she implored.’ *If some-
body doesn’t she’s likely to com-
mit suicide, and that would cause

.« a ghastly scandal .which would
. involve your friends. She’s writ-
ten him a lot of wild, passionate

letters, and I assure you he’s very
worried about it.”
I asked her how she knew the

_ contents of her daughter’s let-
.ters.

1 was st'mdmg behind her,
and read them over her shoul-
der,” she calmly stated.

Needless to say, this unplea-
sant habit did not endear the
caller to me, - and I decided to
hang up and refuse to do any
thing in the matter.

“[ can’t wait ‘any longer,” she
said faintly, and hung up on me.

I thought that would .be the
end of it, but I did watch Rupert
more closely than usual and he,
undoubtedly, appeared both ner-
vous and worried.
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He was a very sensitive being,
and T could well imagine that he
would be very distressed
if there were any truth in the
woman’s Statements. But next
day I thought it wise to ring -the
Blue Bird Studios and inquire if
a Candida Shaw worked there.

1 was rather startled” to dis-
cover that that part of the my-
sterious caller’s story was true.

Candida Shaw was a script
girl in the company and was
working on Rupert Alington’s
latest novel  that they were
filming.

1 inquired if he visited the
studios, and was told he was
there frequently, helping with the
film version of his book.

Still determined not to worry
Rupert or Cynthia with the mes-
sages, I hoped I’d heard the last
of it.

I was too optimistic.

After a few days I was again
alone in the house when the
telephone bell rang. Again I
answered it. Again the hollow-
voiced woman spoke.

“Are you there? You see, 1
told you the truth about Candida
working at the Blue Bird Studios
and now beg you to believe the
. rest of my information.”

1 wondered how she knew
about my telephoning the studios,
" but she by-passed my question.
Her voice was urgent. -

“Listen. Candida wrote Rupert
yesterday and gave him until
the end of the week to go to her
flat and talk to her, otherwise she
wouldn’t answer for the conse-
quences.”

I told the woman I really
didn’t see what I could do in the
matter, even if her daughter

agreed to see me. (

“She’ll see you,” she replied
eagerly. “She’ll be flattered.
Tell her you want her advice on
a film scenario you've written,

_ then force her to see sense. You
can do it.  Youwve got the -

power.”’

I began to take the situation
seriously. Severalthings appeared
strange. Was it only coincidence

that these calls came through .

only when Rupert and Cynthia
were in London ?

How did the woman know I'd
telephoned the studios? :

How did she know I was stay-
ing with the Alingtons? -

1 rang the exchange and asked
them to trace the last call. Later,
the operator rang me and said no
call had been put throughfrom
London that day.

This really shook me, and I
decided to see the thing through.

Rupert was certainly looking
desperately worried, and 1 didn’t
want either of them hurt. Cynthia
was broadminded and sophistica-

ted, butit might be difficult to

make her believe that Rupert was -
completely desinterested in the
girl.

I rang her number and a thin,
high-pitched voice  answered me.

She was Candida Shaw—and
her mother had guessed rightly:
she was thrilled that I wanted
her advice on a scenario and made
an appointment for me to visit
her flat at 6 p.m. the following
evening.

I felt I was “for it” now, and

there was no turning back.

All this happened on a Wed-
nesday, and I got rather an
unpleasant shock when Rupert
told Cynthia that night that he

1R

had to dine with his publisher the
following Friday!

I knew by his manner that he
was lying, and realized he was
going to call on Candida in
answer to her desperate letter.

Next day, before I left to keep
my appointment, my caller was
on the line again.

“Before you go, I must tell
you that Candida caught Rupert
alone for a few minutes at the

- studio this morning, and begged

him to leave his wife and live
with her. He thinks she’s
mad ...... and won’t keep the
appointment with her on ‘Friday.
"I can’t make the slightest
impression on her though I try

from morning to night. I must
rely completely on you. Good-
bye." )

She rang off.

All the way to London I was
trying to puzzle the whole thing
out, but so many points continued
to elude me.

When I arrived at Candida’s
flat she let me in. To my surprise
it was a one-room affair with a
divan bed, a bathroom and kit-.
chenette leading off. a

I wondered where mother slept,
and then took stock of the girl.
She was thin and a brunette, and
as she talked, her dark eyes con-
stantly wandered to the tele-
phone as though she was

'
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,expectmg a call -
© After chatting for @ _few
‘minutes about the supposed
“scenario, I said, bluntly: “How
long have you known Rupert
Alington 7

She looked startled.

“I’ve known him for years,”
I continued, “and you're just
wasting your time if you think
- he’ll leave hlS wife for you—or
any woman.’

Colour flooded her face and
her eyes flashed angrily.
" “What do you know about us?
Has Rupert been talkmg il
- Instead of answering her ques-
- ‘tions, I quoted some of the
- passages of her letter to Rupert,
apd told her I knew of their
* meeting that morning and her
suggestion to him.

“You're not only a stupid girl, -
- but a- very . wicked -one, distres-- -

. sing your poor mother like this.
_She’s in a. terrible state about

" you, otherwise she wouldn’t have,
constantly telephoned ~ begging

‘help form a stranger like me.
. “Why don’t you hsten to her
advice?

" “She really Toves you and is -
- trying to save you from the most

" bitter disillusion.” = >

_ Candida had been pacing the

room while I talked—now she
sank into a chair, her eyes start-
ing with horror, and her face
showing ashen under her make-

p-
“My mother i

“Yes,” I replied. "It was she o
+ tact her personally, but she shook

_ who told me the contents of your
letters to Rupert. She said she
read them over, your shoulder

while you were writing. She’s .

tried to stop this folly but she

" can’t make any - 1mpre551on on .

-

“you and she’s eluite desperate.b"

Candida licked her dry lips;her -
hands were twitching nervously, .

she spoke almost in a whisper::

“My mother has been dead for
ten years. She-was. killed in the .

blitz.” : ,
" Suddenly . everything made

sense to me—but not to Candida. *’

She gave me a truculent look:
“I don’t believe it. Rupert' must *

have told you and shown you my

letters.”’

I assured her he hadn’t - men- ,-' -

tioned her name tome. -
At that moment the teIephone
~shrilled and'-we- both- jumped. -

She - seemed frightened and’

handed the receiver to me.
- It was Rupert.

"His voice §ounded startled'

when he heard mine.

“It’s all right, Rupert,” I saxd
“Pm here with Candida. I know
* all about it, and she’s promlsed

-tell you all about it-tonight.’'
seemed in such a state at. the

" studio this morning.’ -
Itold him to hold on, and

handed the receiver to the girl.

what I’ve said is true.”

Mechanically she ‘took- the ’,
receiver, repeated my words, and

" said “Goodbye™..
Then she broke down.

I comforted her and told her to

give her mother a chance'to con=

her head unbelievingly. .
The telephone shrilled again.
I took the receiver off—and
my caller was on the line agam
“‘Are you there 7’

¢
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never to bother you agam ru

“Thank God,” he exclaxmed 7
fervently. - “1 . rang because she -

“Speak to him, and tell hlm

, Iasked 1f she could speak to :

 her daughter. - '
“She hasn’t the power Tell
. her to listen with you.’

1 held the receiver to Candida’s
ear and she said she could hear,
faintly.

The mother thanked me and .

told her daughter that she would

. always be with her, whether she
_ knew it or not. )
“  She gave Candida her blessing
. and rang off.

I could see the girl at -last

realized the truth, and told her to

“contact me whenever she felt life

. gas too difficult ... then I left the
at =

"« Are you always -as silent -as this, Tommy ?”* asked a visitor.

Cyiithia the whole story.

They seemed 1ncredulous, when

the telephone rang again.

*“Are you there ?”’

Once agam my caller!

“They can’t believe you. . Tell
them to ring the operator and

find 'outif a call has been put . .

through from London. Goodbye,
and ‘thank you again. Candlda
will be all right now.”

She rang off. ’

I asked Rupert to get the ope-

rator and he was toldno call had

been put through to their number
for several hours. :

- —Courtesy, Prediction.-

No,"” replied Tommy,-** but mummy-promised me sixpence if I

“ d1dn 't say anythmg about your red nose and bald head ”

- X

That night ItoId Rupert and

¢ There was aume when you used to call ‘me Dansy, now it’s, -
Mis. Brown, as if I weré a stranger t0 you,”” complained a wife =~

. during an argument with her husband.
- “I'vefound out the difference,” he rephed
‘at night.”’
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THE MIDNIGHT VISITOR -

H. M. PETERS

" Four long, lonely years had
gone by, and yet old Ramdas had
not given up hope that some day
his son would return. No
matter what Kumar had done,
* the old man had not grown to
~ hate him. He had been angry and

disappointed but then there had
been only forgiveness in his
loving heart. He had loved him
more than anything else in the
world. Now in the evening of his
life he hated to be snatched
_away without his son knowing
that he had no hatred in his heart
"~ and that heloved himstill. -
Ramdas had been a prosperous
. jeweller during his younger years.
. He had amassed wealth and had
" everything he wanted to satisfy
his material comforts. And yet
be was unhappy. In his heart of
hearts he envied sometimes even
the beggars in the street. The
cause of his unhappiness was
that he had not been blessed with

any children. He had devoutly °

prayed every day that God "be
pleased to give him a son and
heir. What is the use of all his
material wealth if there were no
children of his own to enjoy it?
So he prayed and went on pilgri-

‘mages and gave liberally to holy

causes. God “seemed to have
heard his prayer and ason was
born. Kumar was the apple of
- Ramdas’ eye and his joy new no
bounds. :

But before his son was a year’

old his wife died. "It was a great
blow to Ramdas but astime
passed, the edge of sorrow was

blunted. Ramdas lavished all his

affection on Kumar and he grew
up into a fine lad. ’

A few years passed and Kumar
had joined the college. There he

-got into the company of bad
boys. Being much -pampered
and supplied with plenty of poc-

ket money he spent most of his
time first on cinemas, then visiting
houses of disrepute. He came
home at irregular hours. At first
his father did not question him
but when his son began to de-
mand more and more money
Ramdas began to question him
and then remonstrate with him.
But Kumar gave him all sorts of
excuses which could not fool the
father, ) o
“Alright son you can have all

the money you want. You are

my only son and all that I have is
yours anyway. But tell me where

do you spend all your evenings?

Sometimes you don’t come home
before midnight. Do you think

it is right that a young boy like

you should keep away from home
like that 7

Ramdas hated to ask these
questions for he knew that his
son would feel wounded but he
had heard vague rumours and

“though he had refused to believe

them he wanted a formal denial by
his son. :

Kumar, it could be imagined,
was prepared for such questions.
“You have a.right to know,
father,” hesaid in a pleading,

‘persuasive way. “I did not tell

you before but I am taking tuition
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from a professor along with a
friend and at other times we do
combined study.”

“That is alright son,” said

- Ramdas but in his heart of hearts
he knew that his son was not
honest with him.

Days and weeks passed. Kumar’s
ways had not improved. In fact
he had become irritable and his
attitude to his father had precep-
tibly changed.” Ramdas secretly
nursed his sorrow at the boy’s
wayward ways. He was aware of
the gradual widening of the gulf
getween them but what could he

0?

Oune day Kumar did not " come
home at all. He had ceased to
ask money of his father. Ramdas
at first was pleased thinking that
his son had learned a few lessons
but soon he was, convinced that
he was wrong. éome’(hing in him

told him that all was not -well
““with his son. Added to that there
had been rumours that his son
was seen going about with a young
gisl who was connected with
films. And when his son did not
turn up even at midnight Ramdas
felt unhappy and he began to cry.

He had prayed and prayed to
God to give him a son and heir.
But that son was as good as lost
to him now. Of what use all his
wealth to him? He went to, his
safe where he kept most of his
precious jewels and diamonds and
opened it. It was empty! Ramdas
stood there like one transfixed and
with his mouth open. It was such

" a shock to him. Who could have

opened the safe and taken away
all the wealth except his son? The
reason why of late his son had
ceased to demand money from him
was now apparent. He stood
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there staring at the empty safe for’
a’'long time and began to shed
silent tears. -
o .o o
Four years had gone by and it

- had brought a great change in

Ramdas. He had sold his busi-
ness and hid become a recluse,
He had noservants in  his house.
The whole day he spent in prayer
and waiting—waiting for his son
to return,

It was a cold night and Ram-
das lay awake in his bed. Sudden-
ly he heard a-faint knock on the
door. Whocan it be, Ramdas
wondered. Picking up his walk-
ing stick Ramdas "went to the

17
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door and openedit. A young
man was standing outside. He
had a wild look in his face.

“Who are you?” Ramdas asked
peering at the stranger. “It is
me, Kumar,”.said the man  out-
side. The walking stick fell from
the old man’s hand. He stretched
out both his hands to embrace his
son.

“My son, my son,” he said and
sobbed like a child. *‘I have been
longing to hold you in my arms.
At last you have come back.”

“Stand back,” growled Kumar
and from his trouser pocket he
produced a long knife and held
it against the stomach of his
father. *“*Stand back, or I will kill
you. I have come back not as a
prodigal but to take away what
all you have. Come, open your
safe. Don’t make any fuss!”

Ramdas stood stunned and
rooted to the ground. He couldn’t
believe his ears. Was this his
Kumar, whose memory he had
cherished all these four lonely
long years? He stood there unable
to utter even a word.

"~ “Come, quick. I have no time
tolose; Iam on the run. If you
want to know, I am a murderer.
1 have just murdered the girl who

_Ithought loved me. I lavished-

all the wealth on her. It was she
who made me steal the jewels. In
my blind love and passion I did
so but when she knew that I
couldn’t get any more money from
you she cooled off towards me.
But I stayed with heras I had no-
where else to go. It was a dog’s
life I lived. I endured it for
sometime but it was too much and
today when she ordered me to go
out of the house I lost my temper
and 1 beat her. Shecalled me a

18

dog and took a knife which - was
on the table and threatened me
with it. I wrenched it from her
hand and in blind fury I struck at
her several times till she fell down
dead.”

Ramdas was too dumb-founded
to utter a word. Was this all real

or was it just a dream, he won-

dered.

Kumar continued, “The police
will be afterme. I want torun
away somewhere and hide my-
self. I want some money. Come,
quick.” .

Ramdas found his voice. “I
waited all these four years hoping
that you would come back to me.
1 had prayed everyday to bring
you back and I had forgiven you
your past misdeeds. I have
lived only in the hope of having
you back here with me. But you
are going away. What is there
hereafter-for me to live for? Of
what use is all the money that I
have saved? Come son, you are
welcome to what all I have. Take
it. Take it,”” saild Ramdas and
stood aside.

Kumar went in and taking
the key opened the safe.
His hands eagerly grabbed
the bundle of notes and he began
to stuff them in his pocket.
While doing so he looked
at his father. Perhaps it was
his guilty conscience that made
him do so. Ramdas was standing
there shedding tears. There
was no hatred or revulsion

in hisface. His whole attitude

showed that he was full of love
towards his erring son. Kumar’s
conscience must have pricked
him. For what looked like
eternity he stood there starring
at his father. Conflicting emotions

¥
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assailed him but not for
long. The sight of his father
shedding tears feeling sorry for
his son was too much. His heart
melted. He suddenly threw
away the money and dropped on
his knees at the feet of his
father. ¢ Father, father, I have

sinned grievously; pardone me. 1

have done nothing but wrong.
And now I have nowhere to go.
I have brought disgrace on
myself and you. What is the
use of this money to me, if the
police catch me? No, you keep
it,”” he said and the next
moment he took the knife
and stabbed himself.

“My son, my son, don’t,
please don’t)’ cried Ramdas
when he saw Kumar raise the
knife to stab himself. But he
was too late too prevent the act.

Ramdas knelt by the side of
his son’s body. Blood was
oozing out from the wound.
The sight made him faint. He
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felt a sort of choking sensation,
gave a gaspand fell forward on
the body of his son, dead.

THE MUFF .
“George,” cried Mrs. Brown, I heard someone moving about

downstairs. I feel so nervous.”

Her husband crept downstairs and found a man at the

cupboard.

“Who are you?” he demanded.
“ A cat burglar,” growled the man.

. George returned to his wife.
reassuringly. “It’s a cat burglar. Let him search. He doesn’t

know we haven’t got a cat.”

“Is all right, Etbel,” he said

“x ‘

X X
“Don’t be 5o silly, John,” said a young wife to her husband ;
**no woman would ever ask another woman’s advice on frocks. Why,
it’s like asking the enemy how to win the war.” .

X X
““ You always have to have th

husband to his wife.

X
e last word, don’t you?” said a

“ Well, I always let you have the last but one!”
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Through the Gatéway of

Death Into

the Beyond

Albert had passed away into the Beyond. But

his soul finds itself bewildered to see his earthly

body lifeless and his servants John and Millie and

his dog Tippy not recognising his presence in the

room in spirit form. Then comes the spirit of his
first wife to awaken him to reality.

1 wish someone would answer
me. This aloneness is becoming
unbearable ! Who is that standing
by the bed? I did not hear any-
. one come in. It is not John. Who
" is it? Have you come to help me?
Ican’t see who you are. Will
you come closer? Are my eyes
deceiving me? Is it really you,
‘Martha? It cannot be for you
look like a girl of eighteen, yet
you must be almoét eighty. It is
really you! You say you have
come to show me the way, that I
am really dead—asdead as I ever
will be. You still have your sense
of humour, but Martha, why have
you- come,—you who left me so
long ago? Ilooked for- you for
many long years even though my
parents had our marriage annull-

ed. They said you did not love.

me, and that when they told you
that they had disinherited me you
left because you had married me
for my money. I did not believe
them at first and never wanted to
believe them, but after many
years of searching for you -without
any success, 1 finally agreed to
have our marraige annulled. I
loved you, my dear, but I became
embittered, believing you did not

. , 20

love me.

Martha, do you mean to say
my parents told you our marriage
was not legal and that they had
had it annulled, and had sent me
to a foreign country? How could
they do this to us? You say that
only after you died and tame over
here did you learn the truth, and
you have remained close to me

ever since to make up for lost .

years. You were often in. my
dreams, Martha, and in my
thoughts always, and as age crept
on, I, more and more, lived in the
past with you—in our school days,
our play days, the years when
young love came to us—then
came the end of my dreams.
Martha, I married again and
had two children, Tom and Tilly,
and many grandchildren and some
great-grandchildren. Their mother
was a good woman. Our marriage
was a short one. She knew about
you and I think she understood.
You say there is a son, yours and
mine, and that there are grand-
children. Why did you not tell
me about our son, Martha? You
did not want him to know he was
born out of. wedlock and suffer
on account of that, meither did

¥
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you desire him to come under the
influence of .my parents. - But
Martha, we were married. Our
marriage waslegal. You knew I
loved you and always had, and
still do. Money did not matter.
If you had only waited I would
have given up everything and
earned our living. I was young
and strong. It is too’ late now,
and my son never knew me. I
wish I could have met him. You

say he is over here with you and-

that you named him Albert. You
gave him my name. Is that he
standing beside you now? Heis
a fine looking man. Son, can
you forgive your old -father? If
this is a dream, I hope that I will
never awaken, and if thisis death,
death brings understanding and
truth—happiness supreme !
Martha, before I died, or just
before I realized I had died I lived
my whole life over again. It was
like seeing a play on a movie
screen, yet I was the principal
actor. I saw many things I had
forgotten. You say that is shown
to everyone so that we can see our
mistakes and misdeeds which we
must make right, as only through
correcting those wrongs will we
be able to progress and travel on.
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But how are we able to undo
those wrongs when we are dead?
Why, I could not even make any-
one hear or see me.at my home.
You say I must right my wrongs,
and that after I rest I will have a
teacher that will show me how
and protect me.

First I would like to go home
for a moment and see my family,
as I did not say good-bye. The
last thing I remember I fell asleep
in my old chair, then the rest
appeared a nightmare until you
came. Martha, you say you will
show me my home and my family
but that I will not be able to stay.
There are Tilly and Tom comfort-
ing one another. John and Millie
and Tippy are there. I never
realized they cared so much. Now
here comes$ Joan with her children.
Joan is Tilly’s youngest girl, my
favourite, as she spent much time
with me. She is saying that she
will miss the good times we had
together. Joan, dear, I am not
dead. Is there no way I could
make them aware of my presence
here, Martha? Why, Joan! I do
believe she saw me. She saw me!
I heard her- tell them but they
do not believe her.

You say I must now go with
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my protector who comes from a -

higher plane. Is that my protector
all in white? What have I on?7—
a sort of cloak over my naked
body. Don’t leave me,” Martha.
I am afraid I may finll this isa’
dream. Idid not notice myself
travel back here nor how I got
to my home. I must have thought
myself there. You say that is
what you did—that one travels
here as swiftly as a thought, but
that one cannot as swiftly make
right his earth mistakes, since
then the travelling is very. slow
and it takes a long time to work
out one’s salvation or progression,
as they call it. -

Well, I am ready for my next
step, for you tell me there is a
law to abide by here. Oh, thank
thee, Lord, for the privilege of
meeting with my beloved and
my son; help me to become
worthy of their love; show me
how best I can be of service
that I may follow in the foot-
steps of the Master. ,

X X X

: HOME OF REST

What a wonderful sleep I have
had and such beautiful dreams.
I feel strong in body and mind.
Am I really dead? I feel so
alive, so fresh, there is no weari-
ness of mind and body. I won-
der if Martha was really here
and Albert, our son. Oh, hére
you are, Martha.. Have you both
remained here while I slept ? How
long have I been here ? A month,
you say? A month of sleep, a
month of rest, a month of healing.
I did not know that they had
hospitals and doctors in heaven.
Now, Idonot mean that I did
not think doctors and nurses went
to heaven, but I did not expectto
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see them continue in the role of
théir profession.

You say all who attend the
sick and weary here were not
connected with the medical pro-
fession when on the earth but
chose it and prepared for it
after coming over here. Am I to
understand that people bring
their pain and suffering with
them ? I would have expected all
pain and sickness to remain in

.the worn-out body. Oh, it is

only the memory of their illness.
and suffering they bring with
them. It appears to them at first
to be real until the ministering
angels have explained it away;
then they begin to realize that all
sickness, pain and grief is to be
left on the earth and that they are
using the ethereal body-—a body
that sickness cannot hurt but the
beauty and strength of which
depends entirely upon their earth
life as they lived it, and upon
their willingness to undo their
wrongs and to make retribution
for their misdeeds.

No oneis here to enforce his
will on you. Here it is up to
you to choose what you desire to
do. When you need help to do
good or to undo a wrong, you
are helped ; and if a soul is evil
and still desires to continue in
that way after being shown the
way to progression, the choice is
his. Good is not forced on him ;.
for progression to higher life can
only come when there is the love
and the desire for good within
the self; and that comes only
after you fully understand your
earth mistakes—where you sinned
because your motive was wrong,
where you preferred the evil
life ,because it was to you the

better life, more satisfying, giving
more pleasure to the physical
sense—and, after all, were you
not in the physical? Was not the
real purpose of life to enjoy one-
self for who knew whether there
was life after death or not? No
one had come back. Life after
death had not been proved.
Martha, you say many still
prefer the life they lived while

upon the earth and thay travel =

back to their former haunts and
use people there for evil, and so
remain on the earth until weari-
ness of it all overtakes them and
the small voice within reaches:
out to God or to someone they
loved. But, Martha, my dear,
did you not say that each one had
a protector, someone to show
them what was right and what
was wrong? Where is their pro-
tector and where are their loved
ones? Am I to understand their
loved ones cannot reach them on
account of the wall of mist they
have created around themselves
by their evil desires, but that the
protectors are .ever there ready
to help them? You say the
proteytors show them alight but
the mist is thick because the
desire for earth pleasures is strong,
or they cling to their worldly
possessions and will not leave
what they held soclose to their
hearts when on the earth: but as

. soon as love and humility enter

into their minds, the light be-
comes brighter and _the ‘mist
clears. .
Unfortunately, they have added
many years of hard labour to the
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road of  progression ‘that they.-
must travel, but now.they have
begun to know that from God,
the great power, comes strength
and love, and with that strength
for them to draw on, and the
hand of willing helpers to show
the way and steady them when
their step falters, all things are
possible. :

Life here sems to be more
complicated than it appeared to
me at first. I wonder, will I be
able to learn to find my way ?

(To be continued.)
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o .
You should have no difficulty with your children. Just
pretend they’re somebody else’s—overyone knows how to bring up

other people’s children.
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- RAMBLES IN COURT LIFE (28)

 Eardley Norton on Great Men of
His Times

Eardley Norton came in touch
with G. Subramanya Ayyar of
the ‘Hindw’ in a curious way.
The latter along with his co-
" journalist Viraraghava Iyer ven-
~ tured to depict Norton as utterly
incompetent for the office of a
‘coroner’, and made it worse by
saying that he was selected merely
because he was his father’s son
and that nepotism had full play
in the bargain. This was too

- much for Norton to swallow. It

was gross libel on his capacity
and character, Did not- Sir
Charles Turner, the Chief Justice,

say that'he was wuncommonly"

good for - the post? Norton had
perforce to draw these gentlemen

into an action. Under govern- -

ment orders Norton prosecuted
both these gentry before the
Presidency Magistrate. But the
accused did not defend the action
and were prepared to tender
an apology, The government
solicitor was, however, adamant
and the apology with costs alone
closed the incident. Norton later
felt drawn to these two erstwhile
enemies. :
“Time brought us three very
closely together; Subramanya

Ayyar wrote even better than he

spoke ; Viraraghava Iyer annexed
the money bag and - with a
capacious, receptacle across the
shoulders made sure of the
financial interests of the Indian

National Congress. He was our
local Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer.”

Norton then narrates of an
Englishman Mr. John Adams, a
Barrister who took an abiding
interest in the working of the
Indian National Congress. ‘John
Adams was a pronounced and a
distinctive  feature in  the
Congress. A cross-eyed defec-
tive vision endowed John Adams
with a peculiarly terrifying
aspect, wholly unjustified by his
normal kindn3ss of heart. He
owned a voice which put Mr.
Justice Sundaram Iyer as a
pleader in the shade. It shook
the rafters of the roof. It shook
opponents into silence by its

reverberations. It checked the

noisy expostulations on judicial
lips. When at the end of a
sentence he ejaculated a sten-
torian {What ?° men tasted the
terrors of the trumpet call
which shall summon them to face
the ultimate court of appeal.
He was the only man-—saving
always Sir Pherozeshah Mehta—
who could make Surendranath
Bannerjee blench before a rival
volume of sound. Adams was
a whole-hearted radical. Heand
Talways attended Congress in
black silk hats, partly to show
our Parsi friends that there were
rivals in the field and partly to
habituate all Congresswallahs to
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parliamentary costume which has
recently skipped over the House
of Commons and decorated Lord
Sinha’s frontal prominences with
acoronet excavated from Raipur.
John and I gquarrelled in court
when as Public Prosecutor he

made thunderous assaults upon -
- my deafened clients. But in the

Congress platform we stood
bravely shoulder to shoulder,
shared and halved the liberal
official abuse, wondered from
adjacent seats at Surendranath’s
polished periods and went home
to laugh over events across quart
bottles of the driest port which I
provided and John punished. He
and T were instances of the two
labourers in the same field. The
government took him and left
me. - They let -him loose to my
financial profit, upon the criminal
population in Madras.”
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Mr. Norton was a keen Con-

‘gressman. To. the members of

Congress who visited Madras in
1887 he gavz an evening party
which was spectacular, lavish and
splendid. In 1888 Norton went
home to England and there by
special invitation opened a
debate at the Oxford Union with
reference to a resolution in
favour of the Indian National
Congress. Surendranath Banner~
jee was also conspicuously alive
in that memorable debate. Lord
Hugh Cecil opposed the motion
and sneered at India’s aspirations
and contrasted her backward-
ness to the superiority -of western
civilization. He went so far as
to sample out the Bengalee as
a special instance of servility
ailied to ignorance. This was
too much. Norton  pithily
narrates: “But Bengal more than
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rose to the occasion. I had often
heard it narrated that Surendra-
nath—he must forgive me if I
adhere to a nomenclature
familiar to our interviews before
he had become a protoganist of
titles and authority (Sir Surendra-
nath Bannerjee)+was of little use
in debate, that he was fettered to
the trammels of set speeches, that
his head was divided internally
-into an indefinite number of
compartments whence at will he
can by a tap upon his forehead
roll out endless exordiums and
perorations. But that night at
Oxford he nailed that lie to the
counter.  Greeted with warm,
generous and long continued
- cheers when he rose,he turned
in the course of his reply upon
the astonished nobleman from
the university and to the evident
delight of Humein the gallery,
gave him a dressing down, which
I had never heard excelled.
Thundered -our orator: ‘ The
noble Lord, the member for
University College has been good
enough to attack not merely
India of which he knows nothing,
but that particular section of
India of which I am proud to
confess myself a native and of
which he knows less, in
terms in which some present
might fairly consider difficult to
reconcile with the dictates of
hospitality, On that I will not
venture an opinion, but when he
ascribes to every Indian and more
particularly every Bengalee, a
perpetual incapacity for political
reform, a sombre darkness
in which he has been enguifed
and from which he never can
emerge, let me remind this more
enlightened house that my

country has set before the world
which has never since ceased to
wonder at it, systems of philoso-
phy and a wealth of political
principles evolved at a time when
the noble Lord’s ancestors were
swinging by their tails from tree 10
tree.””’ i
Norton adds: ‘“In one com-
pendious sweep of his arm, he
bracketed all the ladies and
Hume in the folds of that
tremendous biological movement.
For ten seconds there wasdead
silence in the chamber. I
wondered whether the Oxford
boys would say yes orno. Then
arose a thunder of rapturous
cheers combined with laughter
which showed how the satire had
gone. home. Soon after came the
division and contrary to expecta-
tion the resolution was carried. I
supped that night with the
speaker in his lodgings near
Carfax. Heraged at his Univer-
sity daring to vote Liberal. ‘It
was all that d—Bengalee’, he
said ; and we each had another
quart of college ale. IfThada
coronet to spare I would send it
to the veteran orator from
Hoogly, who that night so deftly
threw his apple of discord into
crowded benches of the Oxford
Union. He had done great work
and good for his country, and
incidentally  for England. I
still hope to see him a Marquis.”
Norton - then picturesquely
describes the 1888 Congress at
Allahabad. He says: “It was
a notable setting. George Yule,
President of the  Calcutta

Chamber of Commerce, presided -

and I indulged in fond hopes of

the share Great Britain would

take in the training of this new
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and splendid venture. But Yule
was the first and the last British
merchant in this land who as
President of the representative
body of European non-officials
was bold enough, and wise
enough, to indentify himself with
a movement born from loins of
his own country. His speech
still * deserves careful perusal.
There was a galaxy of indigenous
talent on the platform. W. C.
Bannerjee’s flowing beard took
up much room at the President’s
table. Telang’s refined features
and melodious cadences marked
- the spot where was one of India’s
finest intellects; Manmohan
Ghose’§ great, round, staring eyes
shone like a beacon to those who
were faint-hearted or weary ;
Pherozeshah's organ voice was a
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rally call to the weak. Just
behind the President, Ranade, no
accredited delegate but merely a -
distinguished visitor, pondered
grimly on the sage advice he so
often gave as an unpaid standing
counsel to the cabinet of the
Copgress, an appointment from
which he was dislodged only by
death. His shrewd Mahratta
brain was ever at the disposal of
the cause. Bengal mustered
strong and the Demosthenes of
Calcutta thundered his appointed
oration. It was at this meeting
that an amusing episode occured.
Rajah Sewprasad of Benares
must have got in under false
pretences. For we all knew that
hewas an avowed opponent of
our creed. However, there he was,
a..d when the Rajah in particular
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rose to move a hostile resolution,
I thought I was transferred (before
my time) to pandemonium. The
delegates looked upon the titular
Rajah as a government spy and
they treated him accordingly.
The Sikhs” whiskers bristled at
_ him. The Mabhrattas growled.
Bombay- stormed at him in
various inflections of Gujarati
while the Punjab denounced him
in the fluentest of Urdu. From
the Bengal camp came violent
oratorical gestures to the. ac-
companiment -of denunciatory
quotations from the Maha-
bharata. Kennedy (an English-
man) abused him alternately in
logarithms  and Eripedean
Greek. Motilal Ghose, wrapped
in an ancient chudder, declined
to ¢all him ‘bhai’; Joseph
‘Adams audibly cursed him in
Scotch, Anantacharlu in

Sanskrit ; Madras easily took
and kept the lead when Partha-
sarathy Naidu of ‘Andhra Patrika’
uplifted his voice and reviled him
in fifteen different languages.
The intruder was quelled. Never
had man before such an ex-
perience cowed, beaten, dejected,
disintegrated. He crawled sore
and wounded out of the hallto
explain to Sir Syed Ahmed
(then in governmental favour)
how hopeless was the task of
assailing the Congresswallah in
his lair.”

With such gusto Norton
flarrates the Congress sessions
with which he was bound up
heart and soul. Rarely do we
have foreigners of his type who
are wedded so strongly to the
cause of the emancipation of a
country enslaved by his nation.

[
NEW TYPIST

The telephone rang and kept on ringing, but the new typist
made no move to answer it. “ Why don’t you answer the *phone ?”’

asked the bossirritably.

The girl stopped typing and considered the matter.
“I will if you like,” she replied, shrugging her shoulders, ‘* but
it seems a bit silly to me. It’s bound to be for you ;none of my

friends know I’'m here yet.”
p

X X
“ Conscience, my dear,” said a blonde to her friend, *“ is some-
thing which makes a man tell his wife a thing he was afraid she’d

find out eventually.”

X X . X
“TIt’sreally peaceful over here,” said a husband speaking to
his friend on the telephone. “ I'm just having a quiet pleasant evening
at home. The wife’s so annoyed with me about something that she
hasn’t even spoken to me for a week.” .

X X
“What did your wife say when you got home from the club

dinner Jast night ?”

““Nota word. I wasgoing to have my two front teeth extracted,

- anyway.”
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Silver Sc’réeh: The Most
Fabulous of All Arts

Below are a few excerpts from the lecture
given on the potentiality of the silver screen by
Alexander Markey at the Ramakrishna Mission
Institute of Culture. Mr. Markey was formerly a
literary adviser to a Hollywood studio and is
now in Pondicherry for a new type of film to
spread India’s spiritual culture throughout the

“world.

The cinema is often referred
to as the “silver screen.” if it
were to take its name from the
kind of motion pictures that
most often stain its surface, it
might more aptly be called the
‘crimson screen’ or the ‘purple
screen.’” But, whatever the colour
the dominant factor that makes

" the technical miracle of motion

—~pictures possible is light. It was

the discovery of electric light that
gave birth to the cinema. Without
this light, there would be no mo-
tion pictures.

The motion picture is the most
fabulous of all the arts. It encom-
passes all the others, story-telling,
poetry, drama, music, dance,
painting, and sculpture—with an
added magic of its own. No

_ other art can even remotely match

it for flexibility and inventiveness:
no other can compete with it for
universality and effectiveness  of
mass appeal. In the brief span of
half a century, this robust off-
spring of the machine age achiev-
ed mass popularity beyond the
wildest drcams of its progeni-
tors,

For the ﬁrs( time in the history
of man, a magic art-form has
come into being that, for good or
evil, can at one time reach the
mind and heart of almost  every
human being on earth.

Four out of five peoplein India
cannot read or write. Nearly half
the population of the world is
illiterate. Most of the other half
does precious little edifying read-
ing. But with the exception of an
infinitesimal percentage, all the
world understands and loves mo~
tion pictures. Truly, the cinemais
the universal language.

No other means of controlled
mass appeal can compare with the
impact of the cinema on the mind
of man. But only those who have
made a professional study of the
phenomenon are aware of the truly
fantastic inroads made on man-
kind by the enhancement of mo-
tion pictures. The whole trend of
mass thought, mass belief, and
mass behaviour has gone through

- a revolutionary change, as a result

of habitual response to the subtle
fascination of the silver screen. A
hundred thousand cinema houses-
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probably had a greater influence
on the mass mind in fifty years
than any other means of public
contact in a thousand.

The dismal fact, however, is
that this unparalleled influence
has been largely a detrimental one.
Catering to the sensational and
scandalous aspects of life has pro-
ved so highly profitable a busi-
ness that everyday scores of films
are in production, the main ingre-
dients of which are the sensual
and the sordid, materialism and
selfishness, adultery and blood-
shed—the whole sorry brood of
man’s grossest natiire. Only a
feeble trickle of perhaps a few
dozen pictures & year are free
from the main emphasis on the
ignoble aspects of human behavi-
our.

. Since the advent of television,
this process has become accelerat-
ed a thousand fold; for a televi-
sion receiving set is merely a
minfjature screen. Where there
were but twenty thousand old film
theatres in the United States, for
example, ten years ago, today
nearly forty million American
homes are little cinema houses
in which thereis a succession of
screened entertainment, free for
the turning of a dial, practically
around the clock. '

Because of the baneful mass in-
fluence of the kind of films that
predominate, the very invention
of motion pictures has {become
anathema to some of the best
minds in the world, who prefer
to avoid the cinema altogether.
But this is merely dodging the

issue. We do not spurn Guten-
berg’s great invention because of
the trash that finds its way iato
print, or dismiss Edison’s phono-
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graph as worthless because so -

much cacophony that-is passed off
as music, is grooved into records.
Nor do we boycott Marconi’s
radio because of the waves of
nonsense broadcast over the air.

The question is often asked:
How could an art of such unique
promise become so corrupt in so
short a rime, when all the other
arts have enriched the world with
so much beauty and rapture? The
answer lies in the fact that all the
other arts had millenniums in
which to develop as pure "art in
the congenial climate of untainted
dedication, and—of supreme im-
portance — for untold centuries,
they flourished in the devotional
almosphere of religion, which
was the womb of them all.

The motion picture was ill-fated
to be born into an age of high-
pressure commerce, and before it
had a chance to develop as an art
wide-awake merchants kidnapped
it in its infancy and turned it into
a competitive industry. So astute
a stroke of business acumen has
this turned out to be that the film
industry of the world, in all its
ramifications, has earned more
money in the fifty odd years of its
existence than most other busi-
nesses in a hundred. The silver
screen has turned into a fabulous
two-dimensional bird that lays
mountains of golden eggs. Is it
any wonder that the owners have
been holding on to their prize ever
since? Occasionally, the captive
—no longer an infant—breaks

-away long enough to take a fling

at expressing its unhampered self,
and at such stray moments we get
a memorable, often superb, mo-
tion picture. And there are also
instagces when prompted by out-

standing creative minds in their
temporary employ, the heads of
the big film-studios themselves
sponsor what they term ‘prestige’
films. These are almost without
exception worthy achievements.
But both these instances are rare
—the percentage in decimals. So
routine-minded has the general
public become in its film tastes,
and so geared the industry to
feeding it with what it considers
‘sure money makers,” that the
golden captive is soon back in
its diamond cage, dreaming of its
next break for freedom.

In the accompaniment of laugh-
ter or tears, the scramble for the
golden eggs never stopsin  Holly-
wood and in the other film
centres of the world. So all absorb-
ing is this competition that only
once in a blue moon—and blue
moons are rare indeed in Holly-
wood — does anyone in films
think of aesthetic and cultural, let
alone spiritual, values in connec-
tion with the films turned out by
the motion picture assembly lines.
You might as well expect Ford
to suddenly turn out cars made
of ectoplasm. :

There are precious exceptions
to the rule, and all lovers of fine
things are grateful to the crea-
tors of such rare film masterpieces.
Not only because they are a joy
to behold, but because they are
shining proofs that - the art of the
cinema in inspired hands is
capable of the highest reach—
proof indeed that to the motion
picture nothing is impossible.

However we may assess the
blame, the evil motion pictures
have wrought is beyond calcula-~
tion, but so is their unexplored
potential for good.

;

All phenomena, even the most
inexplicable, are but so much:
cosmic grist to the celestial mill of
the Divine. There is a wondrous
purpose behind the fantastic
growth of the film world at the
prompting of its merchant kings.
Under present conditions, the
complex and_ manifold instru-
ments and technique of film pro-
duction could in no other hands
have been developed to such per-
fection in so brief a span. Under
no other compulsion than that of
the competitive enterprise, which
prevailed at the turn of the
century, could the-vast machinery
and matchless  organization,
which make the world-wide mass
distribution and exhibition of
films simultaneously possible
and practicable, have come into
being in so short a time. In these
phases of the film industry, its
founders have accomplished
incredible wonders. .

Now that the need is so urgent
and imperative, it is this
marvellously perfected film pro-
duction machinery and this
splendidly organized distribution
and exhibition empire ,that the
Divine places at our disposal
to reach mankind with ‘the new
message of the Spirit.

What is needed is the creation
of a constant flow of spiritually
charged inspirational motion
pictures, whose chief emphasis is
on the cardinal virtues and
“higher aspirations of our being:
dramatic treatment of subjects
whose central themes are truth,
beauty and integrity; tales whose
heroes are not quick on the trig-
ger, but men of the more heroic
qualities of self-control, for-

bearance, and chivalry; films
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of heroines whose chief con-
cern is not chasing and catching
their men, but who endeavour
to bring into their relationship
with men the divine sakti (endow-
ments) of women that can make
more god-like human beings of
both; stories in which laughter is
of the heart, not of the belly; the
kind of motion pictures whose
creative treatment of such attri-
butes as fidelity, unselfishness and
consideration for our fellow-
creatures are of so impelling a
potency that they will gradually
counterbalance  the debasing
influence of the common run of
pictures and television program-
mes; films, moreover, that do not
stress the gross physical and
superficial aspects of the life- of
man, but give pride of place to
" the profound longing in his heart
for something greater than malice
and debauchery, something nobler
than gluttony and ostentation.

Mr. Markey then dwelt on the
importance of carefully choosing
the right stories, proper dialogues,
subtle selection of the background
in particular scenes, colour,
sound and music and continued:

Transcending all theseis the
mystic potential of motion pic-
tures. This has nothing directly
to do with the spoken word,
visual  magic, music, and
sound effects, nor with colour. It
is a domain all its own, and does
not manifest in anything seen or

heard. in films, It is innate in -

that something—unseen and un-—
heard—which often is felt by aud-
iences, but of which more often
than not, they are unaware. This
esoteric aspect of the cinema is
virtually unrecognized by the

makers of motion pictures. It,

nevertheless, constitutes asubtly
powerful ingredient in the finished
product.

Though, to the mundane eye,
that only leaves an image on the
film negative which is palpably
within the focal and light range
of the camera lens, the character
emanations, thought vibrations,
and emotional fluctuations of
everyone connected with the pro-
duction of a motion picture find
their inscrutable way into the
very fabric of the film, leaving on
every frame of it an indelible
mark that can be felt, though not
seen or heard. There have been
many pictures that failed to win

the favour of audiences for no

other reason than this mysterious
phenomenon, though the people
responsible for it nor the makers
of the films were aware of it.

Because of the fine-spun nature
of the pictures I envisage, this
occult element could be made to
play a vitally important part in
the gentle spreading of higher
thought and deeper inspiration.
Creative use of this virgin poten-
tial will be of immense value in
the production of films dedicated
to a greater tomorrow.

~ °
A proud father was talking of the intelligence of his son. “ You
know, dear,” he told his\wife, “I think he must have got his brains

from me.”’

“ He certainly must have done,” retorted the wife. “I've stil

got mine.”

L
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The Seer of Kamakoti Speaks

The Siamese

Swing Festival

This is the third instalment of the golden
utterrances of His Holiness Sankaracharya of
Kamakoti Peetam.

VELANDAI

His Holiness has a dee
knowledge of the history olf)'
religions of the world.” He
will not fail to advert to
some special  features  in
foreign lands which would
only tend to prove the
ancient and historical truths
embedded in Hindu religious
practices. Thus in the course
of a discourse at the Dakshina-
moorthy Sannadhi Vellalarkoil,
His Holiness  said:  The
books on - the history of
Siamese ceremonies reveal the
fact that a national. festival
conducted by the State in the
Siamese capital from ancient

times till the' present day is

designated ‘ Triyembavai “Tri~
pavai’. In a land which s
more than 2000 miles away from
the Tamil speaking country,
the  Tiruvembavai Tiruppavai
of South India had given
s name to a. festival which
has survived through the ages
to the present time. The
festival commences on the
seventh day of ithe Suklapaksha
(waxing phase of the moon) fto
the commencing month of the
winter solstice which corresponds
to Margazhi. Both the words
Triyembavai and Tripavai un-
doubtedly connote one single
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festival observed by the same
agency, the festival coinciding
with  the  Arudra Darsana
festival of which Unjal Tirupal
or swing festival is part. While
in India the Arudra Darsanam
festival where Tiruvembavaj is
actually recited, the festival is
not called Tiruvembavai festival,
a country which had not heard
even the name of Tamil for
centuries, called the festival
Trivembavai Tripavai. This is
proof of the'fact that in ancient
times devotional Tamil had



a strong hold on the minds of
the people far removed frem its
home. Moreover, ihe view that
Hindu devotional culture
flourished. in the countries
of Indo China is attested by
the chaste Sanskrit epigraphical
records which surpass in exlent
and elegance the contemporary
ones all over the world, not
excepting India. Not only devo-
tional Sanskirt literature but also
kindred Tamil literature has an
important place in -those lands
unifying Siva and Vishnu in one
function. .

In Siam, the swing festival of
Trivembavai Tripavai is con-
ducted as a national festival, the
powers of person who plays
the divine role on the festival
“occasion being, for the duration,
unlimited surpassing even that
of the monarch. That the
festival is not only conducive to
a spiritual upsurge but also an
occasion to further  social,
economic, military and cultural
development, is revealed from
facts furnished by the Western
chroniclers of Siamese ceremonies.
The swing festival is dedicated
to Siva during the first
ten days and to Vishnu
during - the next five. The
main features of the ceremonies
are these : A high State officer
is made 1o impersonate Siva. He
is carried in a palanquin to
an arena whete the swing is
“installed. He is recieved with
all honours in the north-east
corner of the arena and conducted
"{o the northern side. There
he takes his seat with his
right leg touching the ground
and the left crossed over
the right knee. If both the

feet touch the ground his
property is confiscated. This
represents the Dakshinamoorthy
aspect of Siva. Both Nataraja
and Dakshinamoorthy face south
saving devotees from Yama
and both  trample under
their feet  Apasmara, the
cause of lapse of enlighten-
ment.  Dakshinamoorthy  is
Gnanamoorthy and Nataraja,
Anandamoorthy.

His Holiness exhorts all
to be true to their religion
and practice the rituals ordained
with all sincerity of purpose.
To do rituals without under-
standing their significance and
without sincerely praying to
godhead through these ancient
practices is of no use. Religion
must be felt .and practised. It
should not be of an automation
type done without feeling, It
should not get fossilised and abu-
sed. ‘

Men should always be good
and do good. That is enough
religion for the common man. If
there be righteousness in the
heart, there will be beauty in chas
racter. If there be beauty in
character, there will be harmony in
the house. If there be harmony
in the house, there will be order
in the nation. When there is order
in the nation there will be
peace in the world. Thus we can
see how the personal goodness of

an individual has its effect on the -

world at large.

If besides being good men, they - |

are also orthodox, religious,
sincere, and possessed of spiritual
knowledge, then itis indeed a
matter for immense joy. A truly
spiritual man will not be unduly
attached to things of the - earth.
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To him money is nothing, charac-
ter and godliness is everything.
The common man as well as the
high placed man must needs deve-
lop sincere piety and  humility.
This should be chastened further
by an  innate love for other
human beings and even the anj-
mal kingdom. He who lives for
himself is no man. He who lives
also for others is indeed a noble
example.

To be charitable, to help the
underdog, to serve the sick and
the maimed are all duties of every
true human being. Man has only
one right and that right is to do
his duty by himself, by his family,
by his community and by -~ his
nation. Selfishness and religion
never can go together. Renunci-
ation and giving up one’s needless
comforts is the sure step for spiri-
tual progress. Simplicity in life
and high thinking mark out a
good man. Ostentation, pomp,
greed and selfishness are the ene-
mies of man,

His Holiness in the above con-
text further said: Temple towers
are standing monuments of
human endeavour and humility.
They are more essential than even
hospitals and colleges. For hos-
pitals and colleges may not always
eradicate disease or illiteracy, We
see diseases on the increase des-
pite many hospitals; and atheism,
artificial life and bad conduct
despite all our educational efforts.
But a temple tower does much
good and no harm. It reminds
man of his insignificance, of the
grandeur of almighty God and
induces him to think of Him. It
is a daily reminder to man to do
his duty by his Maker! So, let
our magnates erect such towers of
picty and then on the wake of it
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by all means endow for hospitals
and educational institutions. En-
dowments solely for the latter
without encouragement being
given to temples, churches or
mosques and  worship therein
spell disaster to mankind. The
moral code of man can be kept
up only by such media as worship
of the Almighty. Society and State
can be best kept in an orderly
fashion only by the right conduct
of man. Religion is the best
policeman to safeguard man and
the State. Man can be righteous
only if he worships God and puts
into actual practice the divine
moral code setout in our scrip-
tures.
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Some Profound

Mysteries That

Still Baffle Scienti_sts!

Homo sapiens—1ihe knowing man.
So we named ourselves a few cen-
turies ago when we first began to
look at our kind with some sort
of detachment. Since the revival
of learning we had been using our
brains to explore naturc and the
cosmos, but man himself had re-
mained sacrosanct. Then we came
to see ourselves as but one specics
among countless others which had
been evolved with us on earth
during the immensitics of geologi-
cal time. In recognition of this
we gave ourselves a specific name
—and hit upon the attribute of
sapience._ In so far as the word
means wisdom, it was a rash
choice indeed but in so far as it
stands for the possession of know-
ledge there was much to justify it,
writes Jacquetta Hawkes in New
York Times.

Undoubtedly, during the last
half million ycars we have been
accumulating a vast amount of
‘knowledge. At first, progress
was haphazard. Thmkers might
get into one line of Inquiry--as
for example, the establishment of
a calendar, which led the ancient
,peoples of Sumer and Egypt, of
-Mexico and Peru to such a sur-
prisingly wide knowledge of as-
tronomy. But advances in other
directions would not even be
thought of, so strong was our
native conscrvatism. Since the
Middle Ages investigation has
begome more and more purpose-
fully directed, until now in the
International Geophysical Year

we have the experiment of scien-
tists of many nations agreeing to
league together on a chosen line
of exploration and research.

This international occasion isa
a suitable one for reflecting on
all the unknowns still remaining-
including, of course, those
further questions that new know-
ledge so often poses. If I could
direct teams of researchers,
toward which scents should 1
direct their scientific noses ?

1 suppose every-one of us has

some favourite topics he would .

like to see pursued, some of them
arising in his own work or
interests, others, miysteries baff-
ling to all mankind. Certainly,
1 have, but before playing the
research director, I should like to
insist that nearly all the really
important questions, the things
we ponder in our profoundest,
have no answers.

These are questions of the kind

which have concerned philoso-
phers rather than pure scientists,
and which, if they were wise, they
would admit can never be ﬁnally
answered but only endlessly
illuminated.

What are beauty and goodness ?
What is love, mind or the human
soul? How jhas consciousncss
come into being? And that query
which is so huge it is hardly a
query at all: What is the meaning
of-life ?

It is worth mentioning these:

things here only because there is a
grave tendency in modern man to
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ignore questions which cannot be
scientifically answered, even to
pretend that they cannot exist.
Science owes its conquests to the
analytical method, to breaking
the world down into smaller and
smaller parts in order to get their
measure and to master them. All
these issues are of the opposite
kind, depending upon the
recognition of greater wholes.
But Jet us never assume that
things which connot be measured
do not exit.

The first unknown to come into
my mind is a very large one, but
nevertheless within the permissible
range of science. Perhaps Iam
reminded of it through thinking
of the geophysicists, for it is in
the line of their researches. I am
referring to the origin of the earth
—and therefore of the whole
planetary system, forif we explain
the birth of one globe, surely we
shall understand the rest.

It is humiliating that Homo sa-
piens, who knows so much about the
later history of his earthly home,
who over great territories can chro-
nicle every modest little earthquake
that has thrownup a chain of hills
or opened arift, should still be
hotly disputing how the great spin-
ning ball itself arrived onits perpe-
tual orbit. No doubt, something
Iike a certain answer will be forth-
coming one day, but it looks as
though earth will have carried as
many, many times more around the
sun before we agree on how this
Journey started.

White™ thinking of planets, I
must mention another problem 1
should dearly like to see solved.
Is there conscious life on Mars?
I know this subject has been so

worked to death in countless -

~5

PENCILS [
of the mnbons £l
you WIL lp\/e

Jthelr

Smooih

~f -

1 (,
3, STRINGER'S

Wr.tng\

STREET, MADRASH,




books, films and cartoons that one
can hardly mention it without em-
barassment. Nevertheless, it
would be wonderful to know whe-
ther we have neighbours on the
planet next door and if so, whe-
ther they resemble (us at all in
either body or mind)

Now, 1 willmove onto my
own special subject, the early his-
tory of man, and pick out two of
its worst patches of obscurity.
Not so very long ago men of high
intelligence, such as Dr. Johnson,
laughed at the wild speculations
of antiquaries and declared posi-
tively that we should never know
more of man’s past “than  what
old writers have told us.” Arch-
aeology has, in fact, been able to
recall so much of what happened
to us before the invention of wri-
ting that we are inclined to forget
what serious gaps in our know-
ledge still remain.

The first and worst is our igno-
rance of the emergence of Homo
sapiens himself. Of recent years
we have learned much about the
small upright carnivores, halfway
between man and early ape, which
hunted in South Africa early in
the Pleistocene Ice Age half a mil-
lion and more years ago. Al-
though they themselves were but
later survivors of an archaic type,

" they were probably very similar
to the true ancestors of man who
were living at the end of the pre-~
vious Pilocene Age.

Then we - know ofa great

- variety of Pleistocene men and
near-men, some of them decidedly.
simian, with massive, bony brows

jutting above their eyes and heavy
chinless jaws. Such were the
thhecaqthropi of Java and Peking
and their probable descendants,

thp Neanderthal men, who were
widespread in  the Old World at
the time when the glaciers were
spreading for that last great ter-
restrial freeze-up which is still
not quite past,

Finally, we know very well
how in most regions, and notably
in  Europe, the low-browed,
Neanderthalers were “succeeded
by representatives of Homo
sapiens so modern in .type that
they might pass unnoticed among
us had they not wusually nobler
heads and finer physiques. We
know of their coming not only by
the more effective tools they
brought with them but also from
their art and from the ceremonial
burials where their skeletons lie
decked with beads and amulets,
accompanied by weapons and
fpod, evidence of those intima-
tions of immortality that have
troubled us éver since.

Now, as the tiny changes

. behind the evolution of a species

need very many generations. to
become established, plainly the
ancestors of these gifted hunters
must have been evolving for tens
of thousands of years in some
quarter of the Old World. But
our search for them has so far
been dogged by failure and sheer
bad luck. The earliest tools made
by man come from Africa and it
has been thought that they may
have been made by these sapient
ancestors of ours, but when a
skull and a jaw of strikingly mod-
ern type were found seemingly
assocu;ted with  them, the
geological provenance of the
bones became suspect and they
cannot  stand ‘as scientific
evidence. )

My strongest wish within my
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own subject, then, is that some-
oneshould find the remains of an
individual, approaching Homo
sapiens in appearance, who was
alive during the second inter-
glacial period or earlier. For
preference let him or her have
died in circumstances—such as
drowning while hunting hippo-
potamuses in a muddy lake—
conducing to the preservation of
a complete skeleton together with
some implements.

These two questions of origin
are both of a kind which cannot
be exactly "answered ata given
moment. Many separate facts
must accumulate until a general
truth becomes apparent. There
is a special attraction in another
type of question, one which can
be solved with the precise finality
of a crossword puzzie.

An excellent example can be
found in the deciphering of
unknown scripts. The ailing
young Frenchman, .Champollion,
is remembered by us all because
with the help of the Rosetta stone
he loosed the tongues of what had
been meaningless signs and
enabled the ancient Egyptians
to speak to us after a long silence.
Almost, equally rewarding was
the cracking of that most stub-
born cipher, the cuneform writing
used for Sumerian. and many

- other forgotten Asiatic languages,

No script comparable with these
in importance remains undeci-
phered, but two of great interest
still challenge our ingenuity—the
scripts of the brilliant Minoan
civilisation of Crete and of those
militaristic Indo-Europeans, the
Hittites. Perhaps there is little
human interest waiting for us
here, yet it is a better thing to

look at words set down by
vanished peoples whose slightest
communication would be pre-
cious, and find ourselves help-
lessly illiterate.
X X X
NEW ELEMENTS

The synthesis of the element
102 has now been announced in
U.S.A.

The material universe consists
of 92 elements, beginning with
hydrogen, the lightest, or element
No. 1, and ending with uranium,
the heaviest, or element No. 92.
(The numbers stand for the
number of the positively charged
protons in the atomic nucleus.)
In addition, nature had also
created some hundreds of variants
of ths elements, known as iso-
topes, which contain the same
numbers of protons in their
respective nuclei, but difter in the
number of their . neutrons, the
electrically neutral particles in the
nuclei of all the elements with the
exception of the light isotope of
hydrogen, the nucleus of which
consists of only one proton.
~ In the course of the billions of
years of the earth’s existence four
of the original ninety-two elements
had disappeared as a result of
radio-active decay. These were,
respectively, element 43 (techne-
-tium) ; element 61 (promethium) ;
element 85 (astatine), and element
87 (francium).  All these gaps
have been filled in by modern
alchemic transmutations. In
addition, hundreds of new iso-
topes of the existing elements,
nearly all of them radio-active
variants, have been created.

Most of this modern alchemy
dates from 1940, when the first
man-made element, - neptunium,
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was created by bombarding
uranium with neutrons fired from
the giant cyclotron at the Univer-
sity of California, transmuting
element 92 into element 93.
Neptunium, in turn, transmuted
itself into element 94, plutonium,
the man-made fissionable element
used in the atcmic bomb, in
addition to the natural fissionable
atomic bomb element, uranium
235. Both these clements are
also used as the triggers for the
hydrogen bomb. .

Next in order came element 95
(americium); element 96
(curium) ; element 97 (berkelium);
element 98 (californium): element
99 (einsteinium); element 100
(fermium), and element 101

- °

v -

(mendelevium.) -

Element 102 was created by
bombarding curium, element 96,
with nuclei of carbon of atomic
mass 13 which contains six protons
and seven neutrons. The six
protons are added to the 96 of
curium making a nucleus taking
102 protons.

X X X

After ftransisters now comes
spacistors, another step forward
in the amplifying of electrical
energy. It is said spacistors can
amplify at frequencies up to 10,040
megacycles and can operate at
high temperatures. Present electri-
cal equipment expected to benefit
by the spacistors are guided
missiles, rockets and radar.

THE HENPECK

Mr. Henpeck returned from his wife’s funeral on a .very windy
and stormy day. He had just reached home when a tile was blown
from the roof and hurtled menacingly past his head.

“Phew!” he murmured, as he hurried inside. ¢ That’s just

marvellous. She’s reached heaven already !
% *

“ Whatever made you marry an
friend. -

in me.”

*
archaeologist?"” said Jane to her

‘¢ Simple, dear. The older I get the more interested he becomes

X

X : X
Little Tommy came home proudly clutching an expensive toy

motor car,

“ Where did you get that 7’ queried his mother.
“Igot it from Johnny for doing him a favour,” said Tommy,

putting the car away.
““ What was the favour ?”

“I was hitting him on the head,” Tommy feplied, “and he

asked me to stop.”

X

X X
- “I didn’t run after you when we were courting,” shouted a wife
at her husband during an argument.
“No,” replied her husband. ““ A trap doesn’t run after a mouse,

‘but it catches it.”’
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THE ART OF

GETTING ON

Lotus EATER

There is none in this world, I
am sure, who does not want to
get onwell in life. On the other
hand, I am equally sure that
everyone will give anything within
his means to know  the
practical  know-how  of the
art of getting on. 1 propose,
therefore, to give a few tipsin
this connection to such of you
who need them. But I must warn
you that it needs persistant effort
on your part to attain success.

The most important thing to

_remember is that if you really

want to get on you must give up
such false sentiments as pride,
self-respect, vanity, righteous
indignation etc. They are your
real enemies. If you cannot

- forget about them, then you may

aswell give up the attempt to
get on well in life.  You will not
succeed.

This does not mean that I want
you to give them up either. Only
1 would implore you to indulge in
such fancies in secret. Donot
parade them before people whose
favour you are anxious to win.

As a general rule, you must try
to develop the sterling quality of

, being a yes-man. For heaven’s

sake and for your own sake too,
do not contradict. This is the
surest  path leading to your own
disaster. Few people in this
world like genuine advisers but
would love to have yes-men
around them at all hours of the
day. It is so pleasing to their
sense of vanity and self-im-
portance, and who are you to
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make them look small in their
own eyes by presuming to be
wiser? No man, especially the
successful and the rich, would
like to be contradicted or opposed.
The  possession of riches
makes them feel that they are wise
and who can, except the cynical
moralist, say they are notjust or
right? Fortune, no doubt, is said
to favour fools but that is an
adage which only emphasizes the
element of luck in man’s success
and is by no means to be under-

-stood as meaning that only fools

can become rich which obviously
is absurd.

There is one invariable method
which is an open sesame to
success in this world. It is just to
watch and study the likes and
weaknesses of persons whose
favour you need. If your boss js
interested in astrology, palmistry,
psychology, spiritualism etc., you
can do nothing better than to get
interested in these subjects and
reveal the fact to your bossat
some opportune moment. By
such means you are¢ sure to
become his pet.’

. There is still another way to
success. It isto flatter all who
are capable of bestowing any
benefit on you. But it must be
done in an artful way. Crude
flattery to one’s own face is only
likely to act as a positive
repellant. The flattery to be art-
ful must be veiled. Better still,
broadcast the virtues of your boss
behind his back to those who are
sure to convey the fact to them



that you are the author of those
praises.

Ifyou are richit iseasy to win
the favour of those in power and
influence by the modern method
of arranging a few ‘tea parties at
discretely short intervals. The
magic about these tea parties is
that you can claim friendship with
a perfect stranger after a few tea
parties. But this method is
expensive and is a tip naturally
_ for the well-to-do.

There is one other thing to
remember., You must make
yourself servicéable to . your boss.
Your service may be real or make
believe. But it is of the utmost
importance that -you should
“appear to be very busyin the
service of your boss. I will con-
tent myself with giving but one
example. Suppose your boss has
an unmarried daughter on his
hands. This is an excellent
opportunity for you to win his
tavour. Allyou have todois to
run after bridegrooms’ horoscopes
and try toget all information
about eligible boys. By this
process you can aimost become a
member of the boss’s family and
. if by chance you are able to
negotiate a marriage successfully
your future career will have been
assured beyond doubt.

Above all, do not forget that it
isa world of compromises and if
you really want to get on in the
world you will have to compro-
mise a little with your conscience
as well. You need not start! I
do not want you to become

conscienceless. I would only
request you to cultivate an
accomodating conscience when
you have to adjust your actions
to situations in the present day
corrupt world. . I would only
plead for a ceriain dilution of
abstract moral principles in
to-day’s degenerate world. You
and I have got to live and can’t
starve, with strict morality on our
lips when everybody else has
thrown it to the winds. There
are, of course, a microscopic
section—all honour to them—of

people even to-day, who will"

rather suffer poverty and want
than compromise with their
principles. You and I are made
of softer clay., .Youand I cannot
make our wives and children
martyrs to our own abstract
morality. Even our highest
shastras say that we can deviate
from truth if that is necessary to
keep the wolf from the door.
Have we not heard of acts of
thefts on the part of half-starved
men and women to feed their
dependents, drawing sympathy
rather than condemnation from
judges who sit in judgment over
them ?

These, in short, are the general
principles of thescience of getting
on. I would like to move from

" the abstract to the concrete, from

the theoritical to the applied
science of getting on profession~
wise but space forbids. If you

follow the general rules I am sure.

you can get on well in life and
succeed in whatever walk of life
you are placed.

“““ There’s one thing to be said for being a bachelor,”” announced
a man in a club; ¢ you don’t have to go home and do homework for

three kids.”
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"BR'ER RABBIT IN AFRICA

HorLMAN JAMESON .

The crocodile may be worship-
ped, the boa dreaded, the lion
and the elephant respected, but

. in' African life and legend none
of them ever earned the popula-
rity of the rabbit.

‘Brler’ Rabbit as the epithet
explains, 1is essentially the Bro-
ther, the Elder, the Elder Bro-
ther, hence the one who knows
all about life. The animals with
whom he shares the jungle sur-
pass him by far in size and stren-
gth, and are by no means devoid
of craft and cunning! The lion-
ess unable to cope with the speed
of her prey waylays it behind a
bush or a grove. The leopard
climbs on to a high branch to
pounce upon his victims. The
boa coils his massive length
round the boughs of trees to
watch and take his choice of man
or beast. He vomits huge masses
of saliva causing unwary animals
to slide and slip; then he seizes
and strangles his prey on the
ground.

How is it then that in the face
of such high records of craftiness
the rabbit still reaps the laurels of
wisdom in Aftican folklore? The
reason is not hard to find. The
cunning and ruse of the majority

- of animals are spent in attacking
and destroying others; that of the
rabbit, on the contrary, is used
to thwart these selfish and aggres
sive ends, to safeguard life itself.
* A single case chosen among a
host of others will illustrate. this
point. The Leopard once pre-
tended to be dead and all the
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beasts of the forest gathered aro-
und to mourn and to weep. They
soon noticed, however, that
Brler Rabbit was not among
them and they became uneasy. It
was as though the absence of
Brler Rabbit foretold an absence
of security. There was a flurry
of relief when they saw his scurry
towards them across a distant
glade. All was well again and
once more the animals began to
mourn and to weep.

But instantly, Br'er Rabbit’s
ears flickered and drew their
attention; then his nose began
to quiver, and he turned to the
right and to the left, to the right
again and again to the left, his
nose still quivering: “When did
the Leopard die?” he asked,
looking at no one; looking no-
where. The mourners stoppzd
their weeping but no one
answered.

“Who saw him die?” said
Brler Rabbit, and still no one
answered.

“Who closed his eyes?”’ and
Br’er Rabbit blinked, peering
slyly at them.

Then someone spoke up, timi-

dly from the rear: ‘“Maybe he
closed them himself before he
died.”

“If the Leopard were dead he
would certainly close his eyes
more firmly than that,” said
Br’er Rabbit. And the unwary
leopard narrowed his squint a
little more. . .

“If the Leopard were really

dead he would surely raise a-

foreleg,” continued Br'er Rabbit.
And the unscrupulous leopard
stupidly stuck a foreleg into the
air, and the animals rose in fright
and backed a little.

“If the Leopard were really
rcally dead he would certainly
wag his tail six times,” Br'er
Rabbit insisted. And the vain
and unprincipled lecopard gave
five wags of his long tail and at
thesixth jumped on his legs; but
the animals had taken {o their

heels before he could reach them. .

Some say that the Monkey
reaps the laurels of wisdom in
African folktales; this is a mis-
take for the Monkey was never
taken seriously. He is hardly if
ever given the title of ‘Brier’, He
is just ‘Monkey’. True, his craf-
tiness rarely involves aggression
or destruction, but it is selfish
and individualistic andis often
used for sheer mischief. The
Monkey gets his fun by fooling
others, whatever the cost to the
victim. He is preeminently a
mischief-maker, more impish than
Shakespeare’s Puck. And as for
his cunning, there is an African
proverb which says:. “Sofily,
softly, catch Monkey!” implying,
that for all his wiles, the rascal
can be caught with paticnce and
effort. Notso Brler Rabbit.

Th% popularity of the rabbit in

SOAP POWDER

African legend has followed the
Africans to America. And today
Br'er Rabbit has his place in
American folklore, in the famous
“Uncle Remus” stories of Joel
Chandler Harris. —Unesco.

. ' O
Jean changed her mind and told her Scots suitor that shz could

never be more than a friend to him. But she didn 't return the ring.
It was a disconsolate Mac who sadly related the story to his

friend.

“Never mind,” said the friend. ** There’s plenty more fish in

the sea.”

* Maybe,"” said Mac, * but I've lost my bait.”

X

X X

11l gotten money brings nothing but a curse.
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" ON CRIME

DETECTION

BORIS LYAKHOVSKY

Things are not always what
theyseem:to be. An innocuous
love letter may contain a secret
message, a comb may prove to be
a knife and a fountain pen may be
loaded with cartridges ready to
fire. A crime investigator there-
fore, cannot go by the mere look
of things. In the hands of a cri-
minologist they may turn out to
be silent witnesses of perpetrated
crimes, witnesses that can be
questioned by means of X-ray,
photography, spectral analysis,
radio isotopes and other achieve-~
ments of modern science. Thus
interrogated, these inanimate
things might tell things that have
long been forgotten, hidden and
destroyed, and turn into mer-
ciless accusers.

The Criminology Institute of
the Militia, is the largest scienti-
fic research establishment of
the USSR, which helps the crime
investigation authorities to deter-~
mine the truth, to expose those
who are guilty or remove suspi-
cion from those who are not.

The splendidly equipped labora-~
tories- of the institute employ
experienced criminologists, physi-
cists, chemists and people of
many other professions. The
equipment permits the most tho-~
rough-going investigations. Not a
thing is permitted to escape atten-
tion, since it is the most insigni-
ficant detail which often gives a
fresh clue. .

In a crime committed near
Moscow, thieves forced a shop
window with a metal instrument
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and got away with many valu-
ables. The inspector’s attention
was caught by a scratch on the
window sill. He also found a
scrap of gauze containing a frag-
ment of some sort of dried plant.

It appeared later that one of
the local inhabitants had cut his
finger a few days before the crime.
A leaf from an aloe plant given
to him by a friend had been
applied to the cut. The injured
finger was then bandaged.

The inspector hypothetically

supposed that the man with the
injured finger had taken part in
the theft. The criminologists
softened and flattened the dried
leaf and compared it with the
aloe plant from which a leaf had
been cuf for the wound. Though
the cuts matched perfectly, it
was assumed that this might have
been purely accidental. A careful
study was then made of the struc-
ture of the stalk and the internal
webbing of the leaf and the plant.
Scores of other aloe plants were
examined until it was established
beyond doubt that the leaf that
had been found in the gauze at
the scene of the crime had come
precisely from the aloe plant
belonging to the friend of the
man under suspicion.

It was only thenthat the sus-
pect was detained. He was found,
moreover, to possess an alumi-
nium comb which, in the opinion -
of the inspector, could have served
to.force the window. The final
solution of the mystery, however,
was given by spectral analysis
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which can determine the che-
mical composition of any metal
and its exact admixtures. The
spectrographs of the comb and
the metallic dust found on the
scratch on the window §111 were
indentical. This furnished a
second conclusive proof exposing
the thief and compelled him to
confess.

After stealing a motor car the
thieves try tochange its appear-
ance as completely as possible.
They repaint the body and

destroy the factory number stamp- -

ed on the motor. Is it possible

to decipher the non-existent nim--

ber which has been filed cleanly
away from the metal on which it
was stamped?

“It can be done!” say the
criminologists. It can be done,
because the molecules of the metal
parts subjected to force condense
to a great depth and can be
etched out clearly by the appli-
cation of acid. o

The employees of the Crimino-
logy Institute on one occasion
managed to count burnt money
after a fire. They counted the
bills, which had turned to ash,

layer by layer, and thus removed
suspicion from a cashier who was
thought to have started thefire to
conceal embezzlement.

The methods applied by the
criminologists to penetrate to
the crux of matters have yiclded
astonishing results. During archa-
eological excavations.of thousand
year-old burial mounds some
scraps of fabrics were found a_nd
turned over to the criminologists
by the archaeologists for exami-
nation. )

The criminologists determined
that the fabrics had been made of
wool, that they had been painted
brown and green and that the
paints had contained lead, copper
and zinc. This enabled the his-
torians to judge the cultural level
of the tribes who had once lived
there and to ascertain just what
methods of weaving they applied.

Such have been the achieve~
ments of the Soviet criminolo-
gists. The Criminology Institute
has worked out new methods of
investigation which are very
effective in the struggle against
crime and are very helpful to
justice. -

O

i i longer than men,”
“'m not surprised that women live much
said a husband tophis wife. “Look how long they try tostay at

twenty-one.”

X

X
) i hed
imid little man entered the income-tax ?ﬂice. He approac
one cﬁ' :gglgiﬁlcials and said : ““Do you think it’s possible to qz}}'range
things so that I keep my tax money and you have my salary ?

X
« Tell me,” queried the wife

X X
in an injured tone, ‘“what would

i had no wife to do your mending ?” .
o (‘l‘ovge}llc,nfl'or a start, I'd be able*to afford new clotl:‘cs.
*

A wife brings l;ut two good days, her wedding day and death

day.
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MESHA RASI or ARIES

Though the major planets are
‘Aswani unfavourably configu-
Bharani rated during this
4 Krithika month their, combi-

nation of the relative
distances coupled with other pla-
netary positions, presage impor-
tant events to eventuate during
this month. Your speculation or
your plan which you have al-
ready projected for implementa-
tion, will be almost _successful
even against odds obtaining
.around you. The solar course
through the fifth house in the
first half makes you seriously
think of your active work in the
field of your profession. Mangal
along with it makes it a realised
fact, especially, if youare in a
business concern. Your own
people will rally round you help-
ing you when necessary. A
chance for visiting your native
home may occur during the first
hailf so that youmay meet your
rare relations and friends. Chil-
dren will be causing you much
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anxiety during the first half. One
of them will come up to your
entire satisfaction. The second

‘half of this month is more satis-

factory when many of your pend-
ing affairs will beseitled. Finan-
cially, the month is lucky after
the 8th. Debts, if any, may get
cleared in some cases. Health
problem may be the one factor
for consideration owing to a
congestion of important planets
in the house of disease from the
second half of this month. Sto-
mach trouble will be the chief
complaint in many cases owing
to gas complaints. People with
their dasa ruling them currently

- from Mithuna may not particul-

arly do well. A marriage may
occur in a few cases. Officially
promotion may be expected
along with a change. Merchants
will do weil from the 8th
onwards. New venture in busincss
is envisaged in some cases. But
Saturn and Guru should - warn
them not to speculate too far.

3.5, 7, 10, 12, 17, 18, 20, 24,
26 arc better days.

VRISHABHA RASI or
TAURUS
_ Planetary position this month
2 Kritika radiates 'befleﬁcial
ritika,  rayg over all your
‘n‘ﬁ?g‘iém‘?:i affairs in  general.
The solar course

through the 4th house 1efers to

your residential question or house
move or investment. Mangal
along with him is also favourable
for land problems to be con-
sidered during the month. A
qear relation like mother or a

.child may claim your special

attention.  Second half will give
you mental worry, domestic
irritations and concern. Finan-
cially the month shows slow gain,
quick expenditure and delayed
monetary transactions. The te-
trogression of Budha into the 4th
house from the 3rd will cause you
some setback in financial mat-
ters until the 19th when Budha
becomes direct in motion. Your

financial affairs also will take a

happier turn then. Your children
also give you greater satisfaction.
Domestically you will not feel
happy dyring this month owing
to  incongruent and irritating
atmosphere obtaining around you.
The month is good for invest-
ment. Officially the month is
favourable for 'getting your
cherished objects through your
boss’s favour. The month is
encouraging in that you will
ingratiate  yourself into the
favours of your department with
your efficient and proper direction
in the management. Avoid fric-
tion with the higher ups in the
course of your discussion, or

* differences with your boss. Mer-

chants will be lucky during this
month. They may require more

capital in view of their new busi
ness venture. More money may
be raised. Partnership business
will go well yielding good profits.

3,4,5,7,09, 10, 13, 15, 17,20,
22, 23, 24, 26 are better days.

@
MITHUNA RASI or GEMINL
The planetary alignment during
*_ this month promises
5}:”“335““3 unique results do-
rdra & 2 g

Punarvasy ~ Mestically, finan-
cially and officially.

Your ruler Mercury is just
retrograding with many projects
on hand. He enters the 3rd
house which is aspected by Saturn
delaying some of your important
undertakings. +But the two
malefic planets, viz. Saturn and
Mangal, are mutually reciprocal
intheir positions indicating the
happy fruition of many of your
objects in a remarkable and
unexpected manner. Thus the
parivarthana yoga between these
iwo malefics is calculated to raise
your status to a greater extant than
before and you may enjoy the
fruits of your endeavours in a
tranquil manner without any
resistance. The two planets in
the 3rd house will certainly make
you adventurous enough. People
in the journalistic pursuit or
writers or publishers may be said
to be in the limelight during this
month. One of your brothers
will claim your special attention.
Demestically this month has more
harmonious surroundings than
before. Important changes in
the residence or a new outlook
of life for owning or having new
domesticlife may come crowding
into your mind now. Second
half may cause you some worry
regarding your relationship with
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friends and relatives. Investment
may be found propitious also.
One of your sons may come up
well, or there may be birthof a
child in a few cases. Officially
the month is quite promising.
Y our sphere of work may change

for the better and you may come -

directly under the care of your
boss. Financially there may be
improvement from the second half
of the month. Merchants will
beé lucky during this month.
Their speculation being more than

~—ordinarily successful, they will

fare well.
4,5,8,9,10, 12, 14, 17, 18, 20,
21, 23,24, 25 are favourable.

, ®
KARKATAKA RASI or
CANCER
Planets are more congested in

' the' 2nd and 4th
*Ppuga“’asu houses during this
}{gh{;a month revealing
your highly strung

mind and fear complex about
your affairs in general. The solar
course in the second house 1is
calculated to give you new exper-
iences of life under stress and
strain in financial matters. Second
half of the month indicates bet-
ter financial convenience more
easily manageable than before,
You may have help from near
relations like brothers in financial
and professional matters. The
malefics in the second house in
the first half indicate gain or
sudden money from higher circle
besides sudden .depletion owing
to commitments beyond your
control. A friction may be there
in connection. with a financijal
dealing. Avoid differences with
others in financial matters. Eye
patients will suffer more in the

first half than in the second.
Avoid operation if it comes to
that in the first half. Second
half is more favourable for
financial matters. Money may
be raised where necessary more
easily inthe second half. Domes-
tically the month is more har-
monious and happy than before,
owing to Sukra entering the 4th
house of domestic comforts. A
house-change may be desired in a
few cases, or there will be strange
experiences gained in the domes-
tic life. One of your near rela-
tions may engage your attention
during this month. New friends
will come into your life but be-
ware of their eccentric attitude
towards you. Officially the month
is promising. New work may be
assigned to you wherein you have
heavier correspondence than be-
fore. Merchants will not be as
happy as before. They will be
much bothered from financial
angle. Business standstill is

~ envisaged during this month.

3,4,5,7,9,10, 14, 15, 17, 20,
22, 23, 24 and 26 are better days.

SIMHA RASI or LEO
Planetary configuration obtain-
4 ing this month reve-
Makbha, als favourable results
Poorvaphal- a5 15 your under-

flll.?:llx::]a({ takings. "Your lord
Phalguna  Surya passing thro-

ugh your rasi in the
first half is more hopeful of gain-
ing advantages and the cherished
objectives fcr which you have
been aiming of late. During the
second half the two planets viz,
Surya and Mangal, are coursing

through the second house which

is the house of finance with the
result that your financial side of
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life is more emphasised than
before. There will be much to
gain - financially through your
investment. There will be extra
gain through new source of income
which you have explored. Expen-
diture side is increasing also side
by side with your income as indi-
cated by the planet Uranus in
the 12th. Lending and borrow-
ing for good purposes are indi-
cated. Sound investment may be
envisaged on land, house or
vehicle. A house move in a few

" cases may be imminent. Health

H

may not be carefree. Saturn’s
aspect to your rasi will not tend
to good health. Planets in the
2nd should enable you to detect
errors in diet or health regime
and correct them. Mangal adds
energy and optimistic frame of
mind. 2nd house congesticn of
planets in the 2nd half may
disturb the eye sight in some
cases. Officially you stand to gain
much. Nature of work entrusted
to you will change. You will
enjoy your boss’s favour. Mer-
chants will do well. Foreign
business is a speciality during this

~ month. Branches may be opened

at new.centres, Partnership may
improve. On the whole this
month should be outstandingly
important where your highest
aims are concerned. ‘

3, 4,5,9, 10, 13, 14, 17, 20,
22, 24, 26 are better days.

o
KANYA RASI or VIRGO

The first half of this month may
not bcf happy and

. . successful owing to
inﬁfn‘éﬁﬁi planets in the 12th,
Hastha and  Enemical surround-
3 Chitra  jpog secret .enemies
and self - undoing
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activities are some of the in-
dications.  Expenditure may in-
crease beyond your control. One
of your children may not give
you the expected satisfaction.
Your plan may miscarry or get
delayed unduly long. The second
half is more promising. You
may have too many irons in
the fire and overburdened with
work and responsibility, You
may be overwhelmed with new
schemes and blueprints for the
next month. There may be extra
influence being brought to bear
upon you by outside agencies.
Avoid unnecessary rub or mis-
understandings. Your. fate will
take a more encouraging turn
from the 19th onwards.  First
half is favourable for marriage.
Financially the month is seen

.improving from the 8th when

financial lord enters his own
house. New learning or ex-
perience may be gained con-
sequently. You may come in
contact with near relations and
may help them when need be,
Take care of your eye sight during
thismonth. The month is propi-
tious in the second half for any
investment purpose. Change of
car or house may be in the
picture of the month. Officially
first half is more disappointing.
Second  half indicates greater
encouragement and better change
of work entrusted to you.
You may gain financially also.
Merchants will do well in the
second half, Loss is indicated in
the first half, if you are not care-
ful in speculation. Second half
promises more profits. Partncrship
will undergo a slight change in the
second half.

3,4, 5 17, 10, 12, 15, 17, 20,
22, 24, 26 are better days.



"THULA RASI or LIBRA
The planetary line up signifies
an admixture of

I Chitra both good and bad
isv\vgéggﬁgd influences. The

solar course in the
first half through your 11th house
with a happy augury of favour
from the higher ups and of the
financial conveniences in parfi-
cular is promising. To some in
whose horoscope there is an
indication of windfall, this is the
month of sudden acquisition of
wealth unexpectedly. The aspect
of Saturn to this house may
prove disappointing to those to
whom this yoga is denied at the
very birth. Your friends may get
offended for apparently no reason.
Be careful therefore in the first
half. Financially thesecond half
may prove expensive and inconve-
nient. More items of expendi-
ture will come up to our disgust
in the second half. Your general
health will not be in order, owing
to congestion of planets in the

th house which happens to be
n the roga rasi. Stomach is the
centre of your health problem.
Taste or appetite for food will
vary unusually during this month,

Avoid spices, pungent and sour -

things as far as possible ; for a
little excess of these will disturb
the balance of your :health owing
to malefics already. tilting the
imbalance to your detriment,
Domestically you may not be
as happy as expected. Planets in
the 12th are working against you
in your day-to-day routine rounds
of duty. You will be unneces-
sarily worried by incongruent
elements around you on account
of Mangal, Rahuand Saturn. In
a few cases this may lead to loss

of money or costly items through
theft and indiscriminate genero-~
sity. Businessmen will fare
better in the first half, in spite
of financial troubles. Second half
will prove highly expensive and
troublesome in partnership busi-
ness. There may be an occasion
necessitating the disolution of
partnership in a few cases.

3,4,5 7,9, 14,15, 17, 19, 20,
21,23, 26 are better days.

o
VRISCHIKA RASI or

SCORPIO
Planetary tenancy 1in the
favourable sector
} Vishaka, throughout the
Anuradha, monthisan eloquent
&leshta  indication of the
happy star-turn sti-
mulating important events during
thismonth. They occupy com-
pellingangles to your advantage
so that you may gain through
your contact with people in
higher level, This is a month of
advantages and if you are waiting
for really big opportunities to
come along, the planets point
out this month as a lucky one.
Superiors can take a fancy to you
now and may help you to go
forward with your future en-
terprises. Planets in the 10th
house will try to raise your status
by bringing you to the notice of
your boss. Your personality will
be brought to the fore so that
youmay earn greater popularity
outside. Friends and friendships

will appeal to you most during

this monthin particular. There
will be patrons from amongst
high class circlee. Men of in-
fluence, wealth and learning may
be your friends in the course of
the month. Financially this

9%

month should prove very lucky.
Sudden’ money is envisaged.
Sources of income might increase.
There will be unusual help and
gain of money through agencies.
Avoid rupture with friends in
monetary  matters.  Officially
you will come up to your
cherished goal through sympathy
and patronage. Change of work
is envisaged during this month.
Merchants will find this month
more lucky than before. New
business is tried during the month.
New vista of income is explored.
Partnership will be formed.
Foreign business will pay well.
3,4,5,7,9, 10, 13, 14, 15,17,
18, 20, 21, 23, 24 are good days.

DHANU RASI ot
SAGITARIUS
The planetary line up during
this month is sti-

Pogfya‘;l}?ﬁda mulating and com-
4 Uttarashada Pie_nmg as majority
0

them are seen
round about your meridian. This
will cause you great anxiety about
your profession in particular.
Some fear complex is envisaged
in the first half owing to plane-
tary -trine of malefic planets at
work. Consequently there will
be great agitation verging on dis-
appointment and difference of

- opinion or misunderstandings

with higher-ups. Sccond half
may prove far better in as much
as your ruler Guru has occupied
the elevation indicating accent of
progress in all matters of pro-
fessional activities. The ruler, of
the 10th viz, Budha, the plane-

tary sovereign of your professi-

onal interests, is seen regressing
and actually going back into the
9th house on the 3rd thereby

indicating . that some of your
important  professional affairs
will have a set-back. From the
19th your ruler turns direct on
the onward march of progress in
the achievement of your desired
goal. Planets crowding in the 10th
house signal the start of a new
era of extraordinary opportunity
for you giving you an advance
preview of your new horizons of
success. Sukra in the 11tithouse
is happy to make you realise
your ambition in spite of malefic
forces at work against you.
Extra influence will be exercised
on you by others in your line of
activities, Financially the month
shows progress though not much
saving is indicated by Saturn
and Sukra in dwirdwa dasha
position. Domestically the month
may be harmonious. Merchants
will have new ventures envisaged.
Profits will be more satisfactory
than before. New partnership
will be entered into.

3,5,7,10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 20,
28, 24, 25, 26 are better days.

o
MAKARA RASIor
CAPRICORN

Major planets viz, Guru and
Sani,are as before
i g“a’asmda favourably configu-
Dhﬁ‘;‘;{’aai rated and the minor
ones, Surya and

Mangal, aspected by Saturn are as

before as bad as they could be
in the first half causing you dis-
appoinment, disturbed health,

" accusation by others, financial

stringency in the beginning and
sudden relief unexpectedly later
on and distant journey as well.
Wealth of others by will or by
way of legacy is adumberated in
the month’s record of planetary
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play. Second half is more favour-
able when you can expect favours
from higher-ups, success in your
aspiration, change of work orjob.
Sukra in the 10th is a benefic
- portent of your-securing a new
professional surrounding in which
you will be happy. Influence
counts much in the success of

your undertaking. One of your.

children will come up to your
surprise. Financially second half
may be found luckier. Sudden
financial fluctuation is also envi-
saged during this month, (near
about the 20th). Domestically
the month is happier from the
2nd half, after the 8th house is
free from the malefic influence.
Officially the month is good.
Businessmen will have to be
careful because of the malefic
forces of Surya and Rahu at
work in the §th  hopse.
In a few cases where radically
Sani and Kuja mean ufexpected
wealth as in the case of Makara
Lagna or Meena Lagna, this
month may prove extraordinarily
lucky in respect of financial gain
or welfare. Foreign business will
prosper. Partnership will not be
happy in the first half.

3,4,5,7,9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17,
20, 24, 26, 28 are better days.

o
KUMBHA RASI or
AQUARIUS
Malefics in square in the 7th
\ and the 10th houses
3 Dhanita  during the first half
Sathabhisha do not augur well for
& 3 Poorva- your affairs in gene-
bhadra  ral  They indicate
hard struggle, oppo-
_sition and difficulties in the way
of your progress. An open oppo-
sition in the matter of an impor-

tant undertaking will be felt but
you will surely win in the end.
Second half may not sound well
in as much as important
planets will be found in the 8th
house causing disappointment, ill
health, distant journey and rup-
ture with others. Financially the
month may not prove as satis-
factory as you wish it to be.
Guru 1n the 8th may not help you
to gain money as and when
desired. Malefics in the 8th
along with Guru the sovereign
lord of money may bring about
unexpected financial embarrass-
ment- in the beginning only.
Health problem will be your main
worry during this month for your
wife in the first half and yourself
in the second half. Domestically
you may not be happy in the first
half. Favour may come from a
distant place or from higher-ups
or elders. Investment may be pro-
pitious in the second half especially
on land. Marriage problem may
become arealised fact in the first
half only, in spite of some oppo-
sition felt thereabouts. Officially
the month does not hold out high
hopes of achievement of your
cherished desires. Your com-
petitors will carry the day. You
may not be in the good grace of
your employer on account of his
personal grudge against you.
Aviod discussion with him. Mer-
chants will have new business
deals and venturesome activi-
ties. New  partnership may
be established in the first
half. Second half may not be
financially favourable to them.
Foreign business will pay well.

3,4,5,10, 11, 12, 14, 17, 20,
23, 24, 26 are better days.
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MEENA RAS! or
PISCES

Planetary style portends a
crucial period

4 Poorvabaadra  where your work
U‘,‘fgjﬂ;,?“’a and money affairs
are concerned. It

is imperative with this back-
ground of planets not 1o disrupt
the current alignment without
weighing and judging the situation
before you do anything. There
is indication of support and team
work of many co-workers during
this month, besides syr?pathy and
opularity. Many of your Im-
go?tant {,mdcrtakings vu_'ill find
favourable settlement during this
month. Second half may find
some heavy opposition facing you
on the onward march of your
progress, but your ruler and
Sukra, the benefic stars 1n the
month, arecalculated to safeguard
your interests yielding you the
expected fruits of your labour.

Avoid court cases as far as possi-
ble during the second half.

- Marriage may be an important

event in the picture of the month
with payment of heavy dowry.
Health may be disturbed seriously
for sometime owing to stomach
irritations. If the dasa bhuktiis
bad you will do well not to exert
much in view of your health,
since the gochara results are un«
favourable physically. Finan-
cially this month is more satis-
factory than before. Indebted-
ness may not be eschewed
altogether. Your enemies arc at
work against you secretly but
Guru will be the protecting angel.
Merchants will find this month
favourable enough.  Partnership
will prosper well. New partner-
ship may be entered into for the
greater benefit of the trade.

3,4,5,7,9, 12,14, 15,17, 18,
19,20, 23, 24, 26 arc better days.

CAPITALISM -

The capitalist is interested only in profits. You know, if t}xe
whole world would eat castor oil and if castor oil would give him
greater profits, he would not be concerned with how castor oil affects
the human organism. He would feed everybody castor oil. ~This
would give him great profits and he would be satisfied. This is the
essence of capitalist production.—Nikita S. Krushchev, First Secretary

of the Communist Party of USSR.
X

X

X

“Yes, I can honesily say my husband is the only man who's
ever kissed me,” said a housewife to her friends.
« Are you boasting or complaining ?”” queried another.

X

« They tell me Mrs. Green
neighbour to Mr. Johnson.

X X
is a great gossip,” remarked a

« That’s right, she’s got a very keen sense of rumour.”

X

X X

Listeners never hear any good of themselves,

N
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The following examples of:unconscious humour are given in New

York Times:

. The British Prison Commissioner complained that the girls who
were hanging around outside Dartmoor Prison were giving the place
* a bad name.”.

The classification test given new prisoners at the Fort Madison
(Iowa) State Penitentiary asks this question: *“Have you ever felt
urged to commit a crime 7 )

American Antarctic explorers who uncovered a food cache
deposited forty-five years before by a British South Pole expedition
found cans labeled : “Keep in a cool place.”

A letter addressed to a Shelby County, USA., penal farm inmate
who had recently escaped was returned to the sender with the post-
master’s notation : “ Moved—Ieft no forwarding address.”

Demonstrators at an African National Congress in Uganda
carried this lengthy slogan on two banners: ““We Are Fed” on the
first, and “ Up With the British Government” on the second.

X X X

,  BELIEVE IT OR NOT

According to a survey conducted in Britain nearly four-fifths of
the population read the astrological forecasts published in newspaper
and magazines, says Geoffrey in his book Exploring English Character.

Women, it seems, form the majority of the readers and a few

regularly follow the advice given. Nearly half the population consults

. a fortune teller at one time or another and fifteen people out of
every hundred have some type of charm which they rely on to preserve
them from misfortune.

X X X
According to the Reserve Bank of India the civil administration
expense of Government of India has risen from Rs. 241,000,000 in

- 1951-52 to Rs. 335,700,000 in 1955-56 and is estimated at
Rs. 432,900,000 in 1957-58. : ’

p'e . X X
Kindness, like grain, increases by sowing.
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SEE THEM TODAY!

A-variety of new models with new
features and new look with guaran-
tee of dependability from the famo-
us makers of “ SOLAR ™ watches in

Germany.

Rold gold 8-3/4" steel - back —
round shape, waterproof, shock

Tesist
All Steel

Sole Distributors for Andhra, Tamilnad, Mysore & Kerala.

R. C. & CO,

.. 21 Jewels Rs. 95/-
Nickel Chrome 21 Jewels Rs. 80/-

oy

. 21-Jewels Rs. 88/-

107, Nethaji Road, . :
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@

TOTAL RESOURCES
DECEMBER 31, 1926 Rs. 17,355/-
DECEMBER 31, 1936 Rs. 35,45,544/.

DECEMBER 31, .1946 Rs. 4,26,07,093/-
DECEMBER 31, 1956 Rs. 10,64,10,312/-

Deposits as on 31-12-56

exceed Rs. 8°'4 Crores

The confidence which the people have manifested
in our Bank has been responsible for this
rapid growth in so short a time !

96 Branches all over India

The Canara Industrial &
Banking Syndicate, Ltd.
Head Office: UDIPL

Madras Branch:
¢¢ Jupiter House **, Loane Square, 167, Broadway.
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YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

In Guest - attendance !

THAT IS THE PROUD PRIVILEGE AND
MODEST RECORD OF YOUR
FAVOURITE HOTEL IN MADRAS

STAY AT

WOODLANDS HOTEL

1/23, Edward Elliots Road
MYLAPORE M MADRAS-4

Bangalore Branch :

The Madras Woodlands Hotel

5, ‘Sampangy Tank Road, Bangalore-
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" Grams: “WOODLANDS” t: Phone: 4927

Coimbatore Branch :

COLLEGE ROAD, COIMBATORE
Grams: * WOODLANDS”, . Coimbatorc.

~ K. KrisaNA Rao,
Proprletor
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CANARA BANK LIMITED

(ESTD: 1906)

SAVE

AND
EARN MORE 'INTEREST ON YQUR MONEY
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- Attractive Rates On Short Term & Fixed Deposits
For further details, please call on anyone
of our 56 Branches .

Correspondents All ¢ Total Resources
Over the World ©  Over Rs. 20 Crores

INTEREST RATE IS IMPORTANT...........‘ .....
WHERE you SAVE is important too!

Madras Branches At:

208, Govindappa Naick Street,
Post Box No. 127,
GEORGE TOWN, Toon MADRAS-1.

33‘1 / 333, Thambu Chetty Street,
MADRAS-1.
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NIGHT ENCOUNTER

He had gone to Bombay, after graduating, in search of a job.
But all his efforts were in vain and he found himself one day
lying down in Chowpathy starving for one full day.

GEORGE LEWIS

"RAJU opened his eyes. The
cool breeze from the sea was
softly brushing his cheeks. With
agony he realized the grim
reality of the situation he was put
into. He was lying flat over the
parapet wall on the Chowpathy,
Bombay. The grey night had
already enveloped the vast hemis-
phere above him. Stars had not
started to appear—the dark

-crimson colour still hung in the

western horizon where the sky
blended with the vast expanse of
the Arabian Sea. .
Raju lay still. His face showe
marks of tiredness which was
accentuated by three days’ growth
of beard. He felt his eyelids had

-grown * heavier ; he felt still

drowsy. His limbs refused to
move, He was starving for the
last twentyfour hours.

On the eastern side, just
across the dark  asphalt-laid
street, there was a row of fine
modern bungalows gracefully lit
and with beautiful swaying palm

]

trees grotesquely clustered around
them. The one building right in
front of Raju, appeared strangely
quiet. Nobody seemed to be’
inside. The street was almost

dcserted. Now and then some -

passing automobiles rushed. in
both directions. The Chowpathy
seemed no big fascination for the
beach walkers at that time.

Raju gazed long at the silent
house. The calm atmosphere
around the house emboldened his
spirits. -If only he could geta
morsel of anything to eat, if
only he could satisfy his tiresome
burning hunger !

Raju was starving ~because he
was jobless! He had frantically
tried for an opening for the last
four months. He could not believe
his own tragic state of life. Was
it due to his own false prestige?
He had graduated last year from
the University. Hehad left his
native place, proudly proclaiming
that he would easily get a good
job in Bombay. He had very



influential friends in Bombay.
But now, after four months’
wandering search for the job, life
was a torture ! Influential friends
became heartless spectators. The
crowded flat where he was put
up with six members in it, became
a hell. He was neglected,
humiliated and looked upon as
anunwanted pest. It was with
deep anguish he left the place
and he had spent the Ilast
coin out of his wallet yesterday!
Today he was starving !

The house! There was a smali
concrete wall in front of it ; an
approach road with both sides
decorated with soft green
lawn, enriched with flowered
patches. The house had big
broad windows, displaying soft
bluish light from within. ~Raju
stil. lay on the parapet-wall
gazing at the house. The minutes
Iengthened into hours. The air
became cooler and the dark
canopy above had already filled
with shimmering stars. The
agony from the starving stomach
increased tormenting his lethargic
body. Vague thoughts fluttered
and began to shape some irregular
designs within his mind. The quiet
house just in front of him became
more touchingly silent. Its
creamy walls seemed to blend
with the darkness around. Some-
thing stirred inside his mind. It
occured to him it'd be arich
man’s house ; if only he could
get something to eat! He wanted
nothing but food. Nothing else!

Time was 11 o’clock. Raju
stired and got up. Only the
street lights watched him. The
sea beyond the beach, murmured
its endless chorus. He stood
there, blinking against the dark-

ness, filled with abysmal disgust.
He looked in all directions! Not
a living being was noticed. He
heard the soft scurrying of the
small beach rodents, the beat
of predatory wings and the sad
far off howling of the watch
dogs. Night and brooding dark-
ness have their uses; they can
drive a man inward upon himself,
until he isface to face with the

. actuality of the mind, soul,

spirit, flesh. - But being where he
was Raju recoiled in hunger and
in fear. He could not accept
himself yet the daring act he
wanted to do. ’
Slowly and stealthily he walked
across the street, approached the
gate of the house. It was locked.
But impulsively he jumped over
the low wall and hastened over
the soft Jawn, skirted towards a
shady tree close to the house
where  pitch  black darkness
dwelt. Raju gasped for air and
rest. The maddening darkness
engulfed him. The far off street
lights were. still watching him
steadily—but distant and feeble
through the rustling leaves in the

garden. The house appeared -

ghastly melancholic. Somewhere
it smeit gasoline; there was a
built-in garage closeby. Some of
those broad windows  were
opened ; thin draperies” hung
behind them., That was all he
could see. The entrance door
under the extended porch, was
tightly closed. No specific
thoughts disturbed. Raju, but his
dangerous mission was involun-
tary, He moved further to the
left side, edging the house. Two
or three more windows : one door
towards the backyard. He got on
the steps besides it and softly

-Fortunately there was no dog.

v 3 . -
tried it ; it was closed. He was C“‘\"“'V'MMWW' e n

shivering—not with fear, but with
hunger and  emotions. He
managed to understand the com-
plete layout of the house.

He was saved. There was a row
of long french glass windows in
one of the walls. It was the
dining hall. The windows had
no iron bars;—but big glass
shutters with heavy hanging
curtains. Raju tried ail the
windows. He was shocked with
excitement when he found that

CAWO

one of them was Kept unbolted.

The depth of impenetrable dark- Sandal Soap
ness inside the room, as well as )
within him, provoked him rapturpus_lu ollun.m;
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sweet edibles still lingered inside. -
that rich dining room. That
increased Raju’s hunger. The
window was . sufficiently big
enough to allow 1biml 1nls{1d.e.
Tactfully and silently aju 1

k inside the the door to a small anglean
?;%r:g.ged fo sieak fd waited.  Nothing ‘hap%englé

As moments passed by, he Everything was quiet around.
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_shapes of the furniture and other  a bottle of milk, ice cold! With~

things in the room. There wasa out hesitation he emptied it
big gglass-topped dining table. holding it to his mouth.hT}?e
Something like a flower vase was cold liquid passed throug }:s
on it. Chairs surrounded the throat vigorously. When he
table. In onecorner, there was openedthe refrigerator again to
a réfrigerator. Its smooth place back the botile, the light
creaminess, faintin that darkness, horrified him; it dlsturbedh}lls
fascinated Raju. It would con- nerves and while he was‘; pus :qg
tain something to eat! Delicious thp bottle into it, oh! hell! 1(’;
things! He clicked the handle slipped, and dropped down ém

and opened it—he was shocked crashed against the floor produc-
and taken aback when that door ing a terrific noise. The glaﬁs
unleashed a bright beam of light pieces went scattering all over the
from inside. Hesuddenly closed  smooth floor with a shriil nonse(i
it again. Only after a lapse of An mgredlble sound ha_mmer;
some time he could assume the inside his ears. _Instmcuvely ﬁ
courage to try again. Heopened ran for cover into the sma
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adjacent room, and anxiously
waited for the disastrous compli-
cations that would follow his
crime. After a few spellbound
moments, he heard soft footsteps
approaching the room. In the
next second, the room was flood-
ed with light. Somebody was
right there, looking for the cause
of the sound. As if struck with
terror, on finding that there wasa
thief inside the house, a choked
voice asked, “ Khon hai uther 7°*
It was a woman’s voice.

Raju did not stir from the
small room. He became desperate
like a trapped animal. Still he
was not caught. He could not
see the person who waited for
~him in the next room, ready to
catch him in the next moment.
Assuming a sort of animated
courage, seen in animals when
they are cornered, Raju blurted
out, “Switch off the light, or else
T’ll shoot you — switch off the
light, 1 said.”

The panic-stricken woman
bluntly obeyed the intruder’s
instruction and switched off the
light. Once again the whole place
was engulfed in utter darkness.
Raju staggered through the dark-
" ness into the room. The broken
glass pieces creaked and shattered
underneath his heavy shoes. He
hastened his way towards the
window, through which he had
come in. Through the dim dark-
ness he saw the woman standing
closeby. Accidentally he brushed
against her—she startled back-
wards with a gasp. Raju briskly
climed up the window sill. When
he realized that the way of escape
was before him, his courage
* Who is there?

'.

returned. He looked back into
the room. Through the diffused
darkness, he could sce the woman
still standing there motionless.
Raju whispered, “Excuse me, I
wanted nothing except something
to eat; I am not a thief — I had
some milk from your refrigerator.
that’s all.” He spoke in English,
in a very cautious manner.

““Who are you?’ the woman
asked. Her tone was not hostile;
but at the same time questioning.

“I'm sorry. I was terribly

hungry. I’'m starving for the last
twenty-four hours. Iam not for
trouble. I am a poor job seeker.”
Raju spoke with overwhelming
pathos in his voice. She did not
move, but was steadily watching
him. -
- For some anxious moments
both of them remained motion-
less, silent, appraising each other
through the dull darkness. Her
white figure began to take shape
from the molten darkness. The
ravishing fragrance from her body
slowly reached Raju’s nostrils. It
thrilled him. Both failed to esti-
mate the manner of emotions
crowded in each other’s face.

Raju broke the silence. “I'm
really sorry. 1 was desperate. I am
still hungry. Can you give me
something to eat?’ His tragic
whisper cut through the still air.

As if touched by the pity-
provoking cry, she moved towards
the refrigerator, her slippers
gently treading over the glass
pieces on the floor. When the
refrigerator was opened, the light

from it silhouetted her elegant -

body for inspection. She was a
lovely buxom figure in her thirties,

- provocatively attired in a thin

night gown which formed the

sure that he was safe.

golden lining for the shapely
curves revealed by her sithoutte.
She returned and standing at an
arm’s length away from him,
stretched out a vessel towards
him. It contained some fruits
and cold bread. Without utter-
ingaword Raju started devouring
it, avariciously. She stood close
by, silently watching him.

After finishing it, filled with
awesome gratitude, Raju said
softly, “Thank you very much.
I was desperate. Don’t be scared
of me.” She said nothing.

There was a curious sense of
apprehension in his heart; she
was dangerously beautiful; the
darkness and loneliness were the
only witnesses.

““Is there anybody else here ?”
Raju evidently wanted to make

«“Ssh! Don’t make noise.
Better get away soon with your
gun,” she whispered.

s Please don’t mistake me for
a thief. I don’t possess any gun.
Allow me to enjoy this priceless
moment before you, I'll be ever
grateful to you for this kindness,”
he said meekly.

She was breathing faster,
emotionally disturbed. There was
something mysteriously disturbing
in thus remaining in darkness,
close to a young man with a
tragic face. It was long past
midnight. As if struck by a
langour running through her
fear and excitement, she drew
closer to Raju. Face to face!
Raju had an intuition of
what she desired to- ask him,
and at the same time too proud
to disclose.

He stretched out his hand and
ventured a gentle touch on her
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hand, the soft supple hand, the
whiteness of which radiated
through the misty darkness. At
that soul-stirring moment, he was
rewarded : her full, wine-red lips,
parted in the suggestion of a
smile. Her shiny teeth glistened
in the night. In the next moment
she was in his arms. Her naked
flesh, underneath the thin
negligee, wriggled spasmodically
within the firm grip of his bony
hands. She voluptuously cried in
soft whisper, ‘Leave me, leave
me and go; that’s enough.”

When he released her finally,
her eyes were like the eyes of a
captured bird; a smalland gentle
creature gazing up at its captor,
not asking for mercy, nor death,
just waiting like that in the purest
agony of terror and passion.
Then that lessened, changed, be-
came something else — a shame
absolutely naked and pitiful and
complete.

“I'm going,” Raju said.
“Quick,” she answered abruptly.

When he jumped out of the
window into the cold night,
suddenly Raju remembered about
the world outside he would have
to face to-morrow. Frantically
he turned back and leaned over
the window and said softly, “I'll
come to-morrow also. You must
help me inside.”

She said nothing, but stood
there watching him with a silent
cold stare, and hurriedly pulled
down the glass shutter between

.them. They were separated. Raju

diappeared in the grey darkness.
#* x *

In the small hours of the next
night, in the Chowpathy road,
two police beat constables noticed
a young man jumping out of a

compound wall into the road. He

was immediately picked up, taken
to the police station and searched.
He was in possession of a
hundred rupee currency. He
dispassionately admitted theft.
Raju was sentenced for six
months. -

THE KATYBIRD

_In America there is a kind of tree cricket which is known by the
curious name of Katybird, from the sound that it makes.

As the sun begins to set, so the katybirds begin their evening

chorus.
which sounds like “ Katy did,”

If the temperature is above 77° they give their full call,
with every syllable emphasized.

Then, as the evening wears on and the air cools down, the song gets

progressively shorter and weaker.
Below 77° Katy

suddenly becomes innocent of whatever .

_misdemeanour she was formerly accused, for all the crickets now sing

“ Katy didn’t.”

At 730, however, they again change their minds and

proclaim unanimously that “ Katy did.” .

And so they go on, contradicting themselves every time the
temperature falls another three degrees, passing through ‘Katy
didn’t,” “Katy did,” ‘““didn’t” and finally reaching “did” at
about 600, after which silence reigns, for the rest of the night.
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FAMOUS MURDER TRIALS

' BISTUPUR MURDER CASE

S. RAJAGOPALAN

A child however young is
competent to give evidence on
oath, but it should appear that
he or she should be intelligent
enough to appreciate the distinc-
tion between good and evil and
the duty of speaking the truth.
Extensive careis to be exercised by
the judge before he accepts the
evidence. It is conceived to be
his duty to examine the child
thoroughly and ascertain its degree
of intelligence and its appreciation
of the obligations of an oath.

Some years ago an English
judge asked of a child, “Will
you speak the truth?”’ The
answer was, “ Yes, I shall.”

But continued the judge, “ Do
you know what happens when

. petent

you do not?”

Quick came the reply, “I know
I will go to hell.”

Thereupon the judge observed,
“QOh, she seems to know the
wages of sin much better than
anyone of us,” and proceeded
with the trial.

Although a child isa com-
witness what it says
cannot be taken at its face value
always. The testimony, one
writer says, is  notoriously
dangerous  unless immediately
available and unless received
before any possibility of coaching
it is eliminated. Children, it is
stated, are a most untrustworthy
class of witnesses. They often
mistake dreams for reality,

384 19 8¢ 3965 T 35 2039 3030036030 350350 D3¢ X 3¢ 330 3¢ 3 ¢ 3¢ 30U IR 8 030039 303630 36 3 K 3K

350 38 35388 35304 3% 3339 20 0 MK 3K 3 I\

R

PATRUDU'S

“BALASANJEEVINI” §

Best Remedy for Infantile LIVER & SPLEEN Disorders
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“known.

™~

repeat glibly as of their own
knowledge what they have heard
from others, although the in-
telligent . variety is keenly
observant and remember with
great accuracy. Children of the age
about seven are said to beina
state of maturation when their
higher mental processes are
forming. Afterwards they become
creatures of will, emotion and

. action.

The joys of childhood are well
A little mite of three or
four will tell us in all seriousness
that he had met a bear on his
walk. These are not to be
regarded as serious moral lapses
for the child has vivid imagina-
tion and often can’t distinguish
memories from events which have
been merely imagination.

Hans Gross, an authority on
the subject, says: *“ The best wit-
nesses are children of seven or ten
years of age as at that time love
and hatred, ambition and
hypocrisy and consideration of
religion are yet unknown to
them.”

It so happens that the child
places great faith in the words of

-the grown-up people and if a

grown-up person brings influence
to bear on it especially sometimes
after the occurrence of a crime the
child will imagine that it has
really seen what it has been led
to believe.

Bodaram Lodi was residing in
a village near Bistupur in
Manbhum (Bihar). He had a
concubine by name Jalawanti
between whom and his wife, as
was only natural, there were great
ill feelings. On 10-4-1950 one
Motiram received information
from an old woman

that ,
1R

Mrs. Bodaram had been killed
by Jalawanti. He and another,
a Havildar, immediately sent a
telephone message to the Bistu-
pur police station which was
three miles off. The police officer
arrived at the scene of occurrence
at 2.15 p.m. and an inquest was
held on the following day at
10-30 a.m.

There were six grave injuries
on the body which were par-
ticularised as follows :

1. Lacerated wound 1” x3”
x 1” deep on the left side of the
head.

2. Incised wound 1”x 3’ x
¥ directed upward and forward
on the right side of the head
above the ear.

3. Fracture of the second and
third ribs in the middle on the
right side.

4. Blood drops covering an
area 2"’ x 14" on the left side of
the head under the scalp.

5. Depressed fracture of the
left temporal bone.

6. Laceration of the left lobe
of the brain. .

Jalawanti was arrested and
placed on trial for murder.

There was evidence — the
principal spokesman was Boda-
ram Lodi’s child Chandra—that
Jalawanti and the deseased were
quarrelling for sometime before
the fatal occurrence and that
subsequent to it, Jalawanti had
tried to conceal a hammer and a
blood-stained jacket in some part
of the house.

Jalawanti gave the following
story :

She said that the deceased on
the fateful day had gone upstairs
to bring down a drum containing
lime and that she had while doing

so slipped and fell down, In this
fall her head came into contact
with a hammer lying on the floor
and as resuit of which she sus-
tained injuries on her head and
body. She explained the blood
stains on the jacket as being
caused by coming into contact
with the injured body whilst she
removed it to the cot. She
admitted that she had washed the
jacket with soap. She did conceat
the hammer in the cattle shed in
a gunny bag but pleaded that she
did all that to save harrassment
from the police.

The sub-inspector found a
drum containing lime in the
uptairs, with blood stains onit.
The serologist found the stains to
be of human origin. The
hammer too was sent up to him
but the blood stain on it was too
small for that.

The committing magistrate
discharged Jalawanti although
fifteen witnesses were examined
for the prosecution. But the
sessions judge ordered her com-
mittal to the sessions.

At the sessions trial witnesses
who were examined at the com-
mittal court went back on what
they said. Evidence showed that
Bodaram Lodi was leading a
fairly happy life with both the
women on the footing of lawfully
wedded wives. At any rate he
appeared to have treated them as
such. His deceased wife had
borne him two daughters and
Jalawanti one son. Bodaram
deposed that he had asked the
deceased to take out the drum
containing the lime from the
upper storey.

The old woman who first gave
the information about the
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tragedy to Motiram was not
examined.

The deceased woman’s little
daughter aged about seven gave
conflicting versons. At the com-
mittal court she said that her-
mother was killed by Jalawanti -
but at the sessions trial she was
positive that she fell down from
the roof and died. She explained
that she was coerced into saying
what she said before the magis-
trate by the police. She did
understand the questions put to
her. Nevertheless she gave
three different versions. On
11-4-50  questioned by the .
police, a day after the occurrence,
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she’said she was asleep when
Jalawanti beat her mother on the
head with a hammer. Itwas not
clear whether she woke up at the
time of the actual assault. Before
committal court she gave out that
she was roused by the sound and
that she saw her mother actually
being killed by Jalawanti with a
hammer. And finally she told
the sessions judge that all these
versions were false and wereput
into her mouth by the police.

As to therelationship between
the diceased and Jalawanti there
was room for doubt and un-
certainty. Some said that the
two quarrelled often and that on

more than one occasion Jala-

wanti had assaulted the diceased.
But a neighbour stated that the
diceased had never complained
- to him about it, which probably
. lent support to Bodaram’s own
version that the two had never
quarrelled at all.

The medical officer was also
examined. He deposed that the
injuries he had noted could not
have been caused by a simple fall
from an elevation. In cross
examination, he also said that if
the hammer was so placed stand-
-ing on one end the injuries No. 1
and 5 could have occurred by a
fall on it. This was not im-
possible since the hammer was a
bigand heavy one. The floor in
the household was cemented and
the doctor was of the view that
a fall on it could cause fracture
of two or threeribs. Injuries
No. 1,5 and 6 which were on
the left side could be caused by
one blow direct or indirect and

injury No. 4 could also be the -

result of injury ome. Thus the
medical and other evidence in the

“case raised more problems than

they solved. At any rate it was
doubtful whether the disceased
was killed or met her death by
misadventure,

It was not clear as to how she
got an incised wound on the
head and afracture of the second
and third ribs if Jalawanti had
struck her on the head only with
a hammer. Furthermore there
is a difference between incised
wounds and incised looking
wounds. The incised injury,
which had been certified to, could
not have been caused by a blow
of the hammer which was so big
and heavy. Again how could
the two ribs  of the unfortunate
woman be fractured if she was
sleeping peacefuily on a cot when
she was as alleged murderously
attacked by a hammer ?

Secondly, the blood on it was
found to be too litile for sero-
logical examination, which would
not have been the case, had it been
used actually to deal out the blow.
Again the medical evidence did
not exclude the possibility of a

-fall from an elevated place on to

the cemented floor.

All these factors coupled with
the oral evidence which to say
the least, was inconclusive, threw
a good deal of doubt on the case
for the prosecution. Although
the sessions judge adjudged
Jalawanti guilty of murder aand
sentenced her to transportation
for life, the High Court of Patna

held that Mrs. Bodaram died of -

misadventure and  acquitted
Jalawanti the more so because
the evidence of the child witness
could not be relied upon,

, - (Copyright with the autliof.)
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Here are some beautiful vignettes-of
life presented by a much - travelled
person who is blessed with an obser-
vant eye and a sympathetic heart.

- FELLOW TREVELLERS

“OBIQUITOUS™

These who have made the
railway journey from Bombay to
Calcutta wilt no doubt agree when
Isay that it can be very trying.
But let me hasten to add that
lengthy rail-trips invariably are,
anywhere and everywhere. Bore-
dom is usually the least one can
expect. Therefore it is not with-
out a little awe that I regard those
strangely imperturbable people—
few indeed ~ who seem to take
it all with the utmost composure.
Neither dust nor draughts, noise
or nuisances appear to have the
power to disturb their fixed, yet
undetermined, tranquility.

Unfortunately there are the
reverse types who flare up like a
struck match at the slightest
provocation and have little or no
control over their unhappy reac-
tions.

Once I witnessed the fury of a
fellow-traveller over a (trifling
incident. His appearance suggest=
ed that of a retired European
army officer, thin, red-faced,poker-
backed. You had the feeling he
might be indignant over some-
thing at a moment’s notice, and

* kept himself as taut as a wire.

The train had stopped at one of
those way-side stations, named
yet anonymous, and a persistent
beggar-drone went through his
monotonous performance at the

open window. Someone gave him
a little cash but he unabatedly
continued his chant. It went on
and on. Suddenly our ex-soldier,
who had been drinking a cup of
tea, threw cup and saucer and
contents at the beggar’s face!

There was an electric-silence.

The incident had on me a curio-
usly sickening effect. It was. so
ugly.

The beggar stood there stupi-
fied as the old soldier, bereft of
all digoity, descended to the
vulgarity of the barrack-square
and with a face grown choleric
gave voice to a stream of curses
and vituperation.

On reflection one is inclined to
feel a little sadness, for both were
sick men, both victims of their
circumstances — one a pathetic
prey of want and hunger, the

other of maladjustment, frus-
tration and senile cantanke-
rousness.

‘Often have 1 noticed that the
compulsive and angry, stand as
much in need of sympathy as
those they abuse. The onlooker
sees only the outward act, and is
quick to castigate anger whether
it be warranted or not, so that
added to his own feeling of
shame, the angry one has to bear
the spoken or silent criticism of
others. We can accuse him of
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emotional immaturity, but if we
do so, we overlook the fact that
in this act of condemnation we
make ourselves equally guilty.
The truly mature never accuse at
all. Perhaps they are too busy
trying to understand, knowing as
they do, that in that understand-
ing there is hid the key to an all-
embracing compission. ’
*‘ .

Having travelled somewhat
more than most it has been my
happy experience to encounter
many and varied fellow wander-
ers. There is a fascination in
recalling their different peculiari-
ties and traits and attitudes to
life. S
Some were pathetic and lonely

wearing, as it were, a defensive’

disguise of happiness and gaiety
— until you happened to catch
them unawares and you Ssaw,
behind the mask, the unmistak-
able symptoms of despair.

Such a one I encountered on
one of those popular pleasure
cruises through the Mediterra-
nean. A winter spent in England
had left me the worse for wear
and my doctor had recommended
the change.

She was a woman in her fifties,
tall, stately and impeccably
dressed, with the unconscious
dignity that indicate the English
gentlewoman. And it was quite
apparent that of the things of this
world she had no lack.

Yet when she spoke, it was
with a forced animation and her
smile was always touched with
sadness. She seldom missed any
of the gay ship’s parties or

concerts, yet often enough when'

my glance strayed inadvertently
towards her, I could see that she

was abstracted and preoccupied.
She began to talk and so we be-
came acquainted. Later she told
me something of her life.

The war had robbed her of her
two sons, one shortly after the
other. The

hair almost overnight.

With fond care she showed me -

their photographs. They were
fine lads, full of the smiling
confidence of youth, happily
conscious of being very smart in
their new army uniforms.

It had been a terrible loss.

Her husband, for many years
an invalid, had died soon after
they received the news. She was
therefore left alone and lonely
and time lay heavily on her hands.
She said she was a perpetual
traveller and had already circled
the globe four times, and suppos-
ed it was as good a way as any
other to spend the remainder of
her existence. The belief that
after her death she would meet
them again was the only thing
that sustained her.

Death, that haunting spectre
which most men dread, would
come to her as a long-awaited
friend.

There was nothing I could say
or do. Grief had cut too deep a
wound into her life and it would
never heal. Those lustreless eyes
were heavy with the blankness
of a defeated resignation.

Shs was simplz waiting.:

K

It would seem that though
there is much of laughter and

gaiety in the world so also is there -

much of the tragic. But people,
at least most of them, prefer to

‘hide their grief. Laughter is
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double shock of .
bereavement had whitened her -

sociably permissable, " tears never.
One has to be particularly

observant, and we are as a rule

notoriously unobservant.

In this faculty of observation 1.

felt I could deem myself more
than reasonably equipped, until
on another occasion I made the

. rail-trip from London to Edin-

burgh, Scotland’s windy capital.
It was a slow train and for long

. stretches, I had the compartment

to myself, which like many
another, I rather enjoy. You
sometimes feel an almost ridi-
culous elation at being the sole
occupant of a public conveyance
designed to carry eight and
delighted with the unaccustomed
privacy. )

{ was therefore a little irritated
when & young man boarded the
train at Newcastle, noisily pulled
open the door of the compart-
ment and clumsily sat himself in
a corner seat.

My solitude had been rudely
shattered. I noticed without
interest his reddish hair and the
strangely contrasting cornflower
blue of his eyes.

Unsettled, I took a magazine
from my briefcase and began to
read.

When after a while I looked up,
I was dismayed to find the young
man staring over at me with a
peculiarly unintelligent stare,

- Now although I do tryto be
tolerant with my fellow humans,
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this 1s the one thing that seems to
try me more than most. .I object
to being stared at, simply get
annoyed, and although I have yet
to do it, I am tempted to app-
roach the offender and say in
terms of lofty condescension:
“ Were you never taught that it is
the height of rudeness to stare at
anyone ?”

" This time I decided to be more
subtle. I would defiantly stare
back.

There was along uncomfort-
“able moment, then in a soft
Scottish accent the youth ' said,
“Would you be good enough to
let me know when we get to
Hawick? I can generally tell
fairly well by the sound of the
wheels on the crossings, but it’s
best to be on the safe side. I'm
quite blind, you see.”

It is not impossible he could
sense my sudden shame.

* * *

“To err,”” we might comfort
ourselves by saying, *is human,
to forgive is divine.”

A saying of such beauty as this
should never be allowed to be
called hackneyed.. But it seems
we recall more readily the first
part and pay less attention to the
latter. Our own errors, being the
result of causes of which we are
aware, don’t dismay us so
very much, while the trespasses
of others are shocking.

For the most part we are
seldom slow to condemn what we
cannot understand. It could be
that in so doing we enjoy a fleet-
ing moment’s superiority, cven if
it be false — and who among.us
has not at sometime enjoyed the
superiority over his friends ?

As to forgiveness, I doubt if
our humanity makes a habit of it.

cstifl " bushland  was
‘monotonous a ride as any in the

Fe

Speaking for myself, I have
found it much easier to forget
than to forgive which is of course
not the same thing. Yet not with-
standing, I have met a few
luminous cases of forgiveness.
Once when travelling by rail
from Melbourne to Adclaide,
which being over much that was
about as

world, I made the acquaintance
of a charming woman.

She was what I imagine most
women would like to be in their
mid-forties, mature yet modest,
attractive yet discreet, poised yet
never ‘genteel >. Her eyes were
heavily-lidded and of a magnifi-
cent brown, her black bair had
running through ‘it a most be-
coming strand of silver. Her face
in repose suggested something
mysteriously remote and even
Asiatic, but when she smiled,
which was rare, her face became
suffused with a sudden and
totally unexpected radiance.

In those days there was no
luxurious Overland Express, as
now, and no dining cars, so on
reaching the station at Ballarat,
where there was a restuarant, I
volunteered to fetch some food
and fruits for her.

She expressed her gratitude,

When ‘she told me her name
was Butterworth, Marie Butter-
worth, Imust have started a little,

The Butterworth case had
recently been the front-page
scandal of every newspaper in
the country. A young woman
had poisoned her husband. It
appears they had not long been
married when the man uncovered
unsavoury details of his wife’s
former life. There followed a
series of quarrels and accusations
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of flagrant immorality with the
husband finally declaring that he
no longer cared for her and they
must be divorced. In a sullen
fury evoked by a scorned love,
the young woman revengefully
secreted a lethal dose of cyanide
in some chocolates for which he
was fond. He died in agony.
Due to services of a skilful
defence counsel, the young woman
though *guilty”  escaped the
death penalty. It was regarded
as something in the light of a
“crime passionnel”. She was also
very young and attractive in a coy
and fluffy sort of way, and
appeared in the newspaper photo-

_graphs as appealingly soft and

helpless.

My fellow passenger must have
noticed my discomfiture as I
swiftly recalled the details.

“Yes,” she said softly, “he
was my son.”

Her eyes took on a distant,
reflective look and a tear slowly
ran down her cheek.

“He was a good boy, you
know,” she added, “but they
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were both so very young and
passionate,”

I was a little surprised that she
should include a sympathetic
understanding for her son’s mur-
deress, and she spoke of her
without the slightest rancour.

Apparently she divined my
thought.

“You feel T ought to hate her
don’t you?”

“Well, it would not be un-
natural,” T said.

“Perhaps. But it would be
rather pointless and unintelligent.
I've always found hatred to be
like a sword with no hilt. It cuts
the hand that wields it.”

“Then you forgive
1 asked. )

She smiled sadly. It takes a
great deal of strength to do that,

her?”

- you know,” she replied, “ but

somehow I have been given that
strength. Besides, what else is
there to do? Hatred cannot
restore to me my son.”’
It was with great admiration
and respect for her that I agreed.
(To be continued.)
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CONFESSION

Lakshmi was a poor village maiden but destiny had
chosen her to be the wife of a rich young man!

H. M.

IT was her nuptial night. It
was the greatest moment in her
life. Shejust couldn’t believe all
the wonderful things that had
happened to her in so quick suc-
cession. First, of all the rich and
beautiful girl relations, they had
chosen her to be the wife of
Kumar. She was a distant
cousin. He and his parents
lived in the city and were very
very rich. She just couldn’t
believe it. She was just a poor
country bumpkin, a_relative they
had not even cared to acknow-
ledge all these years.

Overnight her dull world had
changed into a brilliant wonder-
land. Her parents were ‘given a
great deal of money. The mort-
gage on their farm was paid for
and they were able to start life
anew. Lakshmi was taken to
the city. "She was given costly
and fashionable jewellery and
clothes to wear and she was
presented before Kumar.

She couldn’t believe her eyes
when she saw him. He was so
devinely handsome. He was far
too good a husband for a girl
like her. She felt so unworthy
before him. He was so modern,
highly educated and a king in
his own rights. And what was
she but a common country
wench ?

When she was informed that
he had consented to marry her,

¥
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Lakshmi felt a strange and sud-
den fear for the first time. Would
he feel happy with her ? There
was an ocean of difference bet-
ween them. They were of two
different worlds. “She had tor-
mented herself with such thoughts
till  the day of her marriage
but now all that was over. She
had been married.
the moment of reality had come
and she waited coyly and
- expectantly in the nuptial bed.

The door opened and Kumar
entered the room. The romance
which she had woven in her mind
while waiting in that mild scented
room now seemed on the point
of fulfilment. For a short spell,
shyness overcame her. And she
hung down her head.

She half expected her husband
to come to her and fuss over her.
She wanted him to take her in
his arms and kiss her and tell
her that he loved her, that love
‘could bridge all differences of
status and from now cn they
were not two different people,
but really one.

Seconds and minutes passed.

Lakshmi still sat with head
bent expecting him to come near
her and whisper tender love into
her ears. She sat with her whole
body throbbing with passion but
for a long time nothing hap-
pened. The room was strangely.
silent  and Lakshmi, puzzled

And now -

ly raised her head. She was
Zl)?pwec)t,ing to see him standing
there in front of her. But he wa]s
not there in the room at all.
Evidently he had gone out of the
room and closed the door.

Fear gripped her heart. Why
had he left? Did he despise
her for her shypess? Was
it wrong for a girl to fee{%
shy on her nuptial night ?
Or did he leave for the snmplg
reason that he did not love her ?
Whatever it was she dlgl not
know what «to do. She tried to
cry but this time she found it
difficult to do so. She sat there
with vague fears about her
future. She had to face the
facts. Kumar did not love her.
How could-he? Was it not his
parents who chose her to be his
bride ? Perhaps he had only con-
sented to please them. If that
was the only reason why he had
married her, she would gladly
carry the burden of her pain and
sorrow alone rather than make
him share it with her for the rest
of their lives. She would even
leave him if that was what he
wanted, )

'I]'lhe vows that she had made
with all her heart, now seemed to
mock and laugh at her.

It was nearing midnight. She
lay on the ﬁower-,deckgzd bed,
but she just couldn’t bring her-
self to sleep. She just wanted
to die. Then she heard the-door
open very sliently and to her
surprise and joy saw that Kumar
had entered the room.

She sat up, a soft smile be-

" traying her feelings. She lovecé
him so very much, she woul
even die, if that should make him
happy. In a little while she
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would know the truth. Kurr_xélr
came and sat by her side
on the bed. Gently he put his
hand round her waist and drew
her near. For a minute he sgt
thus without sp:eakxgg a word.
Then he softly said, Lgkshnpﬂi
Lakshmi looked up at him w1
-filled eyes. ) :
1‘mi?'li'illwre %,s something 1 have
to tell you,” he. sa1d‘ in a soft
and worried way. ¢ You must
try to un%rs'ta’r}d how very
important this is.
1mX“ Lakshmi could do was noc}
her head. She felt her cup o
joy was full. ) 4
“You are very young an
innocent,” he said. ‘““You know
nothing of the world I live in.
It is not like yours where hfe’ls
clean, good and decent. Ilrtp
afraid 1 learnt more about liie
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than was good forme.”

He drew her still closer to
him. For a moment, she thought
he would . kiss her. Her heart
cried for him to take her in both
his arms, and crush her to his
heart. But, he did not seem to
understand  her longing. He
continued :

“Lakshmi, what I want you
to understand is that I am not the
kind of man you fancy me to
be. Tam bad. I’'ve known other
women in my life. I bought
them with my money and I
ruined their lives. It was wicked,
but Ididn’t care. My parents
came to know the ‘kind of life I
tried so secretly to live. They
tried to get me married to quite a
number of decent girlsin the
city, but somehow they too had
come to know of the bad life I
had beenleading. You were the
last hope for my parents. You
lived in a village. You were poor
and they thought you were the
best match they could think of to

- get me settled in life. When I
entered this room for the first
time, I came not like a husband
who loved his wife, but like a
beast to satisfy a base desire.
Then when I saw you in all your
innocence, the way you were

sitting and the loving look on
your face, I realised how un-
worthy I was of you. The
thought disturbed me andsoftly
I walked out to hde my is hame
and closed the door.”

He took her chin in hisright
hand and tilted her face towards
him. He expected to see a
look of disappointment, of
anger or repugnance. But no,
instead there was only love and
her two eyes were filled with

" tears. :

“Can you bring yourself to
forgive and love a man like me 7"
he asked. “I will leave you, if
you want me to.”

What could she say, she who
had felt so unworthy of him?
Now, he had placed himself
before her feet.

“DPllnever stop loving you,”
whispered Lakshmi through her
tears. ““The past is something
dead. TItisfitthat it should be
burried and forgotten. It is the
futurethat we should be thinking
of. If you love me truly, then
nothing else matters.”

A soft smile lit up Kumar’s
sad strained face. He got up
and walked to the door.

- “You spoke like a wise, old
woman,” he said teasingly and
bolted the door.

o
THE YOUNG ADAM -

Willie, aged seven, was playing in-the back garden when he
suddenly smacked the face of one of his little girl friends. She ran

home crying,

_Out dashed Willlie’s mother and said, “ Willie, you had no right
to hit Joan. What made you do it, anyway ?”

“We were playing Adam and Eve,” explained Willie, “ and she -

went and ate the apple instead of tempting me.”

X X
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" THE SCIENCE

OF YANTRA

Why is it that some houses or places have an exhilerating effect
on us while some others make us depressed or glaomy ?

In the course of an illuminat-
ing address on ““the Metaphysics
of Form” before the Rama-
krishna Mission Institute of
Culture the Hon. Mr. Justice
P. B. Mukherjee of the Calcutta

igh Court said: i
Hlign Indian spiritual literature,
the subject of form, their meta-
physics and their inner signifi-
cance is known as the science of
yantra. It is a highl){ Yaluc;d
system of spiritual discipline in
the different schools of Indian
yogins. It is generally known as
yantra-sadhana. It represents a
most fascinating and romantic
technique of spiritual d}SClplmﬁ
‘ever devised by man. This yantra
is mystic diagram which plays thc
most significant role in mystic
doctrines and esoteric practices
for higher types of s.elfjreahza—
tion and spiritual discipline.......

The practical application of the

metaphysics of form is of great
significance in life.
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Take, for instance, the form of
any living creature. Take the
body of man. It is a form of
wonderful significance. A parti-
cular posture of this body induces
particular forces of thought and
power. Change the posture, and
you change the thought and your
outlook for the time. If you sit
down and put up your handsto
the cheek, youcan only induce
pensive or sorrowful mood. You
cannot be buoyant and cheerful
in that posture. Change the
posture, and you feel different.
The form that you make_w1th
your body, in such ordinary
movements like sitting, walking,
eating, talking, etc., reveal your
whole personality, your thought
world, and your meuntal world.
Health and disease depend on
physical postures far more than
we suspect or know. By chang-
ing the shape and form of your
physical movement, you can curé
or change your mental moods
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and physical ailments. Much of

the disease of the human body

is due to repetition of bad physi-
cal postures impeding the healthy
function and metabolism of the

body. .

Make asimple experiment on
a holiday. Deliberately slow down
all your movements from the
morning. Get up slowly, wash

- yourself slowly, move round
slowly, do not walk at your usual
pace, but reduce it to a quarter.
Do all this by a deliberate act of
the will and mind. You will see
and feel a wonderful peace and
relaxation descend on you by
that simple experiment. If you
are a careful self-examiner, you
will also see how many times you
will unconsciously ‘break ‘the
slowness of your movements by
the acquired habits of rush and
turmoil trying to express them-
selves. Watch yourself and catch
some of your typical postures
that you have come to acquire,
and you will see that they re-
present your habitual thoughts
and mental ideas. You can
change your whole life and out-
look by changing your habitual
postures.

Every race, or nation, or
society, or country, or class, or
profession, has its own definite
number of postures and move-
ments. The more habitual or
comparatively permanent of these
postures control a man’s form -
of thought and form of feeling.
Every man has a definite number
of thinking and feeling posturcs
and movements. A man is un-
able to change his thoughts and
feelings until he has learnt to
change his postures and move-

ments. If a man takes a posture

" excitement,

which with him corresponds to
a feeling of sadness or despair,
then within a short time he is
sure to feel sad or despondent.
Fear, envy, jealousy, disgust,
calmness can be
an intentional change in the
physical posture. It illustrates
the principle that a form is not
only a geometrical figure or a
diagram, but a specially con-
structed shape to induce, bear,
and carry a particular pattern of
thoughts and forces. To get into
that form is to get into that
thought. To get into that form
is to get the impact of that force
which that form creates.
physics of form teaches you the
connection between every force or
combination of forces and the
form it takes. :

This applied metaphysics of
form has been elaborately de-
veloped in India to provide
remarkable techniques of spiri-.

-tual sadhana and discipline. The

asanas and the mudras are the
most technical applications of
the metaphysics of form. Each
asana represents a configuration
of certain forces and moods.
When you are in that asana, you
willinduce that mood and feeling.
The asanas are notmere gymnas-
tics or acrobatics, The mudras
in particular are accentuation of
certain physical forms and pos-
tures to operate and release

certain forces and energies of the .

mind and the spirit. The physi-
cal benefits of the asanas and the
mudras are great indeed, but far
greater are their results in releas-
ing abundant mental, intellectual,
and spiritual forces, which lie
dormant in our habitual posture,

"which when released can renovate

24
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ourselves radically to a higher
level of fuller and ampler exis-
tence. It will not be possible
here to analyse and illustrate the
jnner significance of each of the
numerous asgnas and murdas
recognized in Indian sciences for
spiritual development and
growth., The principle behind
them is that a form creates a
function pattern and power field.

Physiology and biology and the,
mental sciences are not the only
subjects where the philosophy of
form has been practically applied.
In Indian architecture, specially

in temple architecture, the philo-
““sophy of forms has inspired new

and novel techniques. It is the
assertion- of Indian metaphysics
that the shape, form, size, and
direction of the containers in-
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fluence the entire life of whatever
is contained in them. The shape
and size of the room or the house
where you live and work im-
perceptibly influence your whole
structure of thought and ideas.
Thereis a very deep and profopnd
reason behind the oft unnoticed
fact that you feel depressed when
you enter a particular house or a
particular room, and that you
feel cheerful and animated when
you enter another house and
another room. Even the form
of arrangement of furniture in
the room might affect your
mental outlook, either by expand-
ing your mind or by ipﬁlctlpg on
you the feeling of being cribbed
and cabined. The styles of
architecture and construction of
t> nples in India have a deep and




t

underlying esoteric significance,
and are designed to evoke and
release you intellectually, emo-
tionally, and spiritually on certain

well-defined and well-recognized

lines. -

Every vehicle that you use has
a philosophy of form. The form
of the garments and ornaments
that you wear, the vessels in
which you eat and cook your
food, the vehiclethat you use for
your locomotion, the instruments
that you use to write and express
yourself, all have a form which

influences you more profoundly
than you suspect. A liquid, solid,
or gas changes its property by
the effect of the very shape and
form of the vessel in which you
keep it. The reason is in the
metaphysics of form which insists
that every pattern represents an
operating field of forces,
which operates differently ac-
cording to the shape and form
of the pattern. The whole book
of nature teaches us by this
powerful language of forms.
Nature’s signature or message is
always expressed in a form.

o .
SOUNDS FROM THE ANIMAL WORLD

Animal sounds, from the roarin i irpi

) . g of lions to the chirping of
ﬁnckets,_ are to be kept “on record” in a world collectigrrl) tg be
oused in the Library of Natural Science at Cornell University in the

United States.
The collection will

be maintained by the International

Committee on Biological Acousti
oI ¢ ics, .a body created last year b
scientists frorn various countries mee,ting to discuss the proglem a)t’

Pennsylvania State University.

The tape recorder has provided a ne i i iologi

: [ ) C W tool with which biologists
;‘in?ly Investigate the way in which birds, animals insects and gven
s .é:f)mmumca}te by sound. The volume of recordings, however, is
;apx y becoming unmanageable, and much of it is now stored in
aboaz}ftlorles not eaasﬂy accessible to researchers.

e proposed “ Library ”* will provide an international reposi

he S : . repositor

containing a wide selection of animal sounds from all partg of thg

world.

X X

X

The cause of all power, as of all weakness, is withi
: : 2 , is within.
Qf all happiness as of all misery, is likewise witllﬂn.1 in. The sceret

X .

X X :
Look well into thyself; There is a source of i ;
always spring up if thou will always look there.o strength which will

X © X :
Guard well thy thoughts, for th card i
As a man thinketh in the hgeart’, 50 is hé).ughts are heard in heaven.

X

X

3 . x
Keep in mind whatever is true or worthy, whatever is just,

-Wwhatever " is -pure, whatever is attracti
. 4’ * TTH . Ve’
& -Then the God of .VIA’ggcc»wxll be with you.—New Testament. :

¢ :
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«
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whatever is high-toned.

* Through the

Gateway of |

Death Into the Beyond

Albert, who has passed into the Beyond,
meets his parents and his second wife, Helen.

What a wonderful reunion
1 had with my parents. What a
marvellous change has taken place
within them. They are so humble
in their new-found understanding
of God and His love. They
realize now that when they lived
on the earth their thoughts were
only for themselves and their
home, their main desire being to
accumulate wealth and advance
their social position.

My father now tells me they
have learned the lesson of humi-
lity and love the hard way. They
were shocked when they saw how
selfish and worthless their lives

_had been; how little help, love or

kindness they had shown to
others, not even to their own son
whose marriage they had destroy-

ed to gratify their own social

ambition. Their motive for
giving was always selfish. They
did not give to charity because
they had any desire to help those
people, but because of their desire
for praise, for publicity and the
high opinion of people that held
important places. Money had
paved the way for them into
society and bought them many
so-called friends, but after death
they found money had no value
and they te'l me they have a very
long rocky road ahead before
they are able to travel beyond the
fringe of the astral plane. They

told me Martha and Albert have
forgiven them and that this is of
great help to them. What a
lesson there is for all of us to
learn. My parents have found
happiness and peace in this new
life of service.

I see someone dressed in a light
garment. Helen, dear, you have
come. You say you never left
me, that you spent much time
with me and the children and
were back and forth every day.
1 was not aware of you, Helen,
although we often spoke of you.
You say you have met Martha
and that you are good friends.
1 always felt you understood,
Helen. You were a good wife
and mother. You look so young
now and I am old—it does not
seem right. You say that age will
fall off as T progress and I will go
back to the best years of my life.
That is good. You are real,
Helen, this is not a dream ?

-Sometimes I get the feeling that
the beauty of my surroundings
cannot be real; the wonderment
of meeting Martha, mother, dad
and you—all of you have changed
so! This wonderful understand-
ing, tolerance, goodness and love
seems to emanate from all
Father is so, humble, and his
desire for doing good is genuine.
Mother has$ changed. I remember
how she was always wanting
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something better and more expen-
sive than her friends: the biggest
house, the best horses, carrlage,
yacht, servants and the first car in
her crowd. Money and material
things came ahead of her child
but now she seems to be imbued
with love and compassion to-
wards all. Tlonged for that love
as a child, that comforting
mother’s love. It was my nurse
that kissed away my hurts, not
my mother. My old nurse gave
me love. You had the true
mother’s love, Helen, and Tilly is
like you—all a mother and wife
should be. I hope, Helen, that
I will be able to comprehend-and
adjust myself to this new life.
I want to learn.

You say there is no marriage
here, that there is a love of all
people; but that where true love
existed between man and woman
on the earth, whether there was a
bond of marriage or not, that
love continues through eternity.
Helen, dear, are you ftrying to
make it easier for me? Are you

telling me that Martha’s love and
mine will continue, that you will
not be in the way? You were
always understanding and unsel-
fish, Helen. I never tried to
deceive you. I tried to be a good
husband to you and a good father
to our children. It is good to
know that you and Martha are
friends. God bless you, Helen,
and thank you.

‘Perhaps, someday, the three of
us will sojourn to the earth and
watch the children, but they will
be thinking we are dead and
buried in the grave, all but Joan,
our grand-daughter. Helen, she
is Tilly’s daughter. Tilly married
Bill’s son. Iam sure Joan saw
me when I visited them. She
told Tom and Tilly but they did
not believe her. I hope she will
not let them convince her that
Tam dead for I am very much
alive. God bless you, Helen
dear, and thank you for those
words of comfort and for your
understanding,

(To be continued.)

o
TOO CAUTIOUS
A nice young couple were very happy until the wife’s meddle-

.some brother came for a visit.

His stay drew on and on—much to

-the dismay of both—but after the second year the husband hit on a

plan.

“ Tonight let’s start arguing about the soup,” he told his wife.
““T’ll say it’s too hot, you say it’s too cold, and whoever he sides
with, the other will tell him to leave.”

Well,

they started the argument at dmner—but nothing

Ahappened Finally they appealed to the man.
““ What’s your opinion—is the soup hot or cold ”

¥ Are you crazy ?” was the answer;

years!”
X

“I'm staying here two more

X X
The great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as

in what direction we are moving.
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.of nine islands.

MESSAGE OF THE NINE YOGIS

G. KRISHNAMURTHY AIYER, B.A., B.L.

In the 11th skanda of Srimad
Bhagavata the following episode
is narrated in the form of a
story by Narada to Vasudeva :

Emperor Nimi, also known
as Videha, once performed a
great yajna. At that time nine
yogis appeared before him. Nimi
was delighted at their presence
and offered worship to them.
Each rishi then took his seat at
the request of the emperor. The
nine yogis were the grandsons of
Priavratha and the sons of
Vrishabha yogi. Vrishabha yogi
had 100 sons of whom the eldest

. was Bharata, familiarly known as

Jadabharata. Nine became kings
Rightyone got
married and took to worldly life
and became masters of karma-
yoga. The last nine renounced
the world and acquired yogic

- powers. They could travel freely

and with ease in all the seven
worlds and were always deep
in meditation of God.

These nine yogis were Kavi,
Hari, Anthariksha, Prabuddha,
Pipalayana, Avirhotra, Dhru-
mila, Chamasa and Karabhajana.

Nimi put to each yogi one
question and it was answered.
The following are the nine ques-
tions put by Nimi and the cor-
responding answers given by the

_nine yogis.

Question 1.

Nimi: 1 considerall of you to
be saints dévoted to God Vishnu.
To be born as man is a rare pri-
vilege. But the body is perisha-
ble in a minute. To get darsan

~

of nine yogis at a time is salvation
itself in life. In this cycle of
evolution with never ending
births and deaths I wish to know
the nature and scope of ever-
lasting bliss. Contact with good
men even for half a minuteis a
treasure for every afflicted man.
So I ask you to tell me the easy
means of salvation. I want to
know what is meant by Bhaga-
vata Dharma.

Kavi: Fear is born of dual
idea. The moment man’s mind
isaway from God’s feet, fear is
generated. We have a wrong
notion about the values in life,
Whatis permanent must be dis-
tinguished from the transient
objects of enjoyment. When
mind grips closely the feet of God
in meditation, fear is absent. God
himself has, as in Gita, told us
the easy means by which even the
uneducated can attain the highest
bliss. *“Dedicate every act of

-yours toMyself. That is what-

ever you do, eat and whichever
sacrifice you perform and what-
ever penance you do, whether it
is spiritual or temporal, all acts
done by you have to be dedicated -
unto Myself.”  This was the
gospel preached by Krishna to
Arjuna. Renunciation in mind
of action and fruits constitutes
Bhagavata Dharma. Even if one
does not read either Sruti or
Smriti, this rule of law pro-
tects him. He never slips from
the right path., Even with both
eyes blind, a true devotee may
run fast in the path of Bhagavata
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Dharma ; he will neither stumble
nor fall down. Such is the easy
straight road to salvation. A
true devotee must feel and work
as the result of maya and sur-
render himself to God and wor-
ship Him as his own self, as his
favourite deity and above all his
guru or spiritual guide. He must
always keep company with good
men and listen to the great deeds
and attributes of Lord Krishna.
He must shake off his shyness
and pronounce the lord’s name
without any fear or -a narrow
sense of honour. The true devo-
tion later transforms itself into
knowledge. A true devotee
has to cultivate a sense of
detachment of wordly things and
affection towardsthe gunas and
form of God. Just asaman who
goes to a field and after agricul-
tural operations returns home and
feels first a fatigue in his body,
then a thirst and hunger and
also gets somewhat upset in his
mood and the same man after
he takes in a cup of water and
a morsel of food, feels that
. every time he takes a cup of
water and a morsel of food, the
degree of fatigue, hunger and

anger . slowly diminishes and.

ultimately vanishes and he gets
himself restored .to his original
- frame of mind and body, so
. also a devotee by contact with
great sadhus and meditation - of
God slowly increases his appetite
for devotion, vairagya and know-
ledge and ultimately reaches the
consummation of happiness. The
mind of the devotee will enjoy
for ever the shanti or the har-
monious attitude by which every
conflict is resolved in mind. No
problem exists for the devotce

and even if it arises it is easily
solved by the grace of God.
Mind is always peaceful and
happy. This is Bhagavata
Dharma.
Question 2. -

Nimi: What are the charac-
teristics of a true devotee ? How
does he move about? What does
he move? What does he talk
about? By what attributes can
we distinguish him from others
as a true devotee?

Hari: There are three cate-
gories of devotees (1) The Best ;

(2) Ordinary and (3) Beginner. .
who perceives God in -

One
hjmself and feels His manifesta-
tion in the world outside and
correlates the cosmos with the

spirit  within, ranks as the
highest and the first among
the devotees. The  devotee

in the second rank has - four
attitudes of mind and exhibits’
love towards God, friendship
with devotees, compassion to-
wards beginners and indiffe-
rence towards the God haters.
The third kind of devotee
usually worships God' in some
image with faith and devotion
but neglects the devotees and
other lovers of God. He must
be termz=d as the last in the rank
but he is styled by the dignified
name of a bzginner (prakruta).
The reason is though a beginner,
his mind is rightly concentrated
on the image of God and ulti-
mately he is sure by degrees to
acquire the qualifications peculiar
to the devotees in the first and

-second rank. So all the three

categories of devotees are en-
titled to respect. The difference
between them inter se is only in
regard to degrees in the stage of

380

" men.

'
i

evolution. The image worship
is sanctioned by sastras and the
worshipper of an image is much
nearer the Creator than the critic
who criticises him. A bhakta
never gets mystified by ups and
downs of his career, never gets
confused with the worries of the
family life and is never swayed
by the ills to which body is
subject. His mindis concentrated
on God only. He is bereft of
desires. In fact if you sow a
seed of desire in his mind it
never grows. His mental atmos-
phere is not conducive to the
growth of worldly desires. He
never aggressively thinks of his
caste and ashrams. His mindis
attuned in equality with all
eastes and religions. He does his
duty enjoyed by the sastras with-
out ego. His sole object is to
serve humanity and he directs
his financial resources to the
betterment of mankind. A true
Vaishnavite does not distinguish
his own cqin from another’s or
his own body from another’s. He
sacrifices his all for the good of
the society and derives delight

from altruistic dedication of his -

services to God and his fellow
Even if three worlds are
offered to him he would not
deflect his mind from the con-
tinued meditation of God’s feet.
The pleasure that is derived from
contemplation of the Lord’s lotus
feet is unlimited. His whole
frame is electrified with the cool

. radiation of the moonlit rays that

springs from the mind’s eye
during contemplation of God
Vishnu. A true Vaishnavite,
therefore, is one who would not
permit God to take leave of his
mind even for a moment but

o
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fetters him with bonds of love
during meditation and instals
him permanently in his mind.
(This is exactly the import of the

song “ Vaishnava Janatho......”
the favourite hymn of Mahatma
Gandhi.)

Question 3.
Nimi: 1 wish to know the
nature of maya to which all
people are victims. Your words

31



are the only balm to the pain
born of samsara. So please tell
me of maya.

Rishi  Anthariksha  replied :
Maya is illusion. It does not exist
in fact. But it is a potent

force by which even pundits get

deluded. It is the direct cause
for the creation of this universe.
God creates the universe only
with the aid of maya. It is nature
(prakriti). It has three attributes,
viz., satwa, rajas and tamas.
When these gunas are pressed into
service by the Creator, maya
creates, sustains, and ultimately
destroys the world. God is a
spider and the maya is the thread
in this unique cobweb of crea-
tion. The illusion of maya isdue
to the fact that the mind con-
fuses the real with the unreal and
mistakes the one for the other.
The analogy of a man who fears
aserpent on seeing a rope is in
point. The truth is that there is
only a rope but no serpent but
the mind is subject to genuine
fear and the whole frame shakes
in dreadful pain and even sweat-
ing continues. When the mind
gets at the truth, then illusion
disappears. So when due to
maya the mind misconceives the
truth and mistakes the attributes
of the body with those of the soul
the mind is in perpetual fear.When
by constant practice and by
initiation from a guru the mind
distinguishes the animate from
the inanimate, permanent from
the transient,  all-pervading
consciousness (chaitanya) from
the limited and  destructible
knowledge, the fears of samsara.
vanishes and maya ceases to exist.
Mind devoid of maya perceives
only the truth, God. God is

now, in the real state of know-
ledge, the only truth, cause and
effect of the creation. So the
spider weaves out of its own
saliva the thread of life, sports
within the cobweb it has created
and ultimately disappears. The
effect has gone but the original
cause, that is creative energy,
is  always permanent. ~ At
a time when the world rapid-
ly moves towards destruc-
tion wecall it pralaya. Thunder-
storms and thunder rains sub-
merge the world, and the entire

universe becomes one with. the "

ocean. The expanse of maya is
complete but God unswayed b
maya is found in the midst of the
ocean asa child sleeping without
care. The waves of
affect mankind but could not
touch the mind of the child
creator Lord Krishna in the
ocean of milk. Thus then is the
maya from which all men desire
to release themselves. Codntrol
your mind, conquer senses, dis-
criminate with intellect, then
alone you can distinguish the

- real from the unreal.

Question 4.

Nimi: You say it is difficult
“to get rid of maya except by

subtle discrimination but we are
not so technically qualified or
well versed in the knowledge of
the sastras. Please tell me the
method by which an average man
can dispel maya without effort.
The fourth rishi Prabudda
replied: The entire humanity
seems to think that happiness
consists in a married life. The
couple perform numerous acts in
their life with a view to avoid all
misery and get the maximum of
.happiness but as time goes on
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~ ment their minds.

samsara._

they realise that instead of happi- .

ness they are subjected to hard-
ship and misery throughout.
Every couple complains of
frustration and in fact experience
confirms that they get the
opposite of what they desire.
They have two objects in view
when they get married, (1)
acquisition of wealth and (2)
begetting children. When both
are achieved and when they live
in plenty with numerous children
around ~ them, they think the
consummation of married life
has resulted in complete happi-
ness. But in a moment, trialsand
tribulations of domestic life tor-
In .acquiring,
protecting and augmenting and
spending the hard earned
wealth, the mind is subject to
lot of misery. In fact the distress
of the mind is much greater when
money is earned. After all, the
enjoyment of riches 1s .shared
by many and constantly induces
one to rob others of it. The
agnates wish for his early death
and the heirs fight for a share
even before his death. The man
of wealth is bound to die and
the riches earned by him are
bound to perish. The man never
realises that no permanent benefit
can be conferred on him by the
perishable riches when his own
life is impermanent. It is un-
necessary to argue that his wife
and children who are self-centered
and who fuss about him for plea-
sure during his palmy days do not
mind his presence or carc for his
comforts during his unfortunate
period in later life. So the man
must get himself detached from
misery. Then only he can think
of Gad. Even during his active

“his soul’s benefit.
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life as a householder he must
allot time for contemplation for
This he need
not read from sastras. This
lesson is derived from experience
in this world. It is a para-
mount duty to get a perceptor in
life. But the preceptor must be
one whois not only well versed
in sastras but one endowed with
rich spiritual experience born of
renunciation.  The preceptor
will discipline your mind and
you can learn Bhagavata Dharma

“from him. You must take lessons

from him in regard to the practi-
cal problems of life and the
progressive evolution of soul.
First you must get your mind
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detached from wordly things and .

desires. Secondly you must
contact sadhus and learn from
them compassion, friendship,
humility. The guru will tell you
what samskaras are necessary for
purity of the body and will then
tell you what further samskaras
are necessary for the purity of
the mind. The two vows of truth
and silence alone are genuine
© aids to realisation. Sadhus will
not waste their time but will
always sing the praise of God.
You can listen to the glorious

leela of Sri Krishna and you can -

yourself sing and contemplate
upon the greatness of God.
Slowly the mind becomes saturat-
ed with love of God and love of
humanity. Then you begin to
serve the devotees with the same
spirit with which you serve God.
The mind first practices devotion
as a means to anend. Even

s

during the time of sadhana the
mind gets free from all cares and
anxieties of the world and
enjoys the happiness
company of the sadhus. The
happiness so enjoyed by the
devotee is itself the greatest gain
to the atma. Even apart from
the company of the sadhus the
mind will always concentrate
itself on God and His gunas. You
can form a bhajan party and
spend your time in harikirtana
and all the feisure moments you
can devote either to service to
devotees or to the contemplation
of Hari. Your entire frame will
be thrilled with delight and maya
will not approach you at all. The
easiest method of conquering
maya is therefore (1) by initiation,
(2) by satsang, (3) by bhajan and
(4) dhyana or meditation.

(To be continued. Copyright by
the aunthor.)

THE SELFISH MAN
A worried looking father was sitting patiently outside the

maternity ward.

’

He had waited there for hours and then at last he came rushing

down the stairs.

“Its all over,” he shouted gleefully.

“'What is it,” he was asked, “a boy?”

“No, a girl.”

Then he added :

“Thank goodness she’ll never

have to go through what { have to-day{”

X X

o X ,
The wise husband soon learns that the only way to have
harmony in the home is for him to play second fiddle.

X

X

x .
PERFECT! .

A teacher was explaining to her class the meaning of the word

“collision.”” She said ;

It occurs when two bodies come together

unexpectedly.” She pointed to one child. ““Now, then, give me an’

example of a collision.”

- There was a moment’s silence, then came the reply: * Twins!™

X X X
Some people may brag that they still ave their first shilling, but:
the man who is really rich is the one who still has his first friend.
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'BLOW YOUR OWN TRUMPET

Lotus EATER

Do you want to prosper in this

world? Are you anxious to be
the leader of men? Do you
desire to rise to the pinnacle of
fame? You can achieve all of
these and more if you know how
to blow your own trumpet, in
season and out of season and at
all available opportunity, and din
your worth, real or imaginary,
into the ears of everyone around
you. Believe me that blowing
your own trumpet is the best
method to achieve success.

You need on no account feel
shy to blow your own trumpet
for the simple reason, everybody
around you is doing it. What
are glaring advertisements in the

dailies except blowing the trum-
pet of a particular brand of
article 7 Expert salesmanship is
nothing but the perfection of the
art of blowing one's own trum-
pet.  ““No pass, no fee,” “If not
cured, money refunded,” “Award
of Rs...... if proved false”, and so
on are all examples of blowing
the trumpet in an aggressive
manner to arrest attention.
Blowing your own irumpet
may smack of rank immodesty. .
But there are very many occasions
in our life when it is not only
desirable but even essential. A
When you are seeking a job it
is necessary that you should blow
your own trumpet so that the
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prospective employer may know

what you are worth; similarly the
parent of a bride cannot afford to
fight shy of blowing the trumpet
on thalf of his daughter. The
musical talents of the bride, her
capacity for hard work, her
fairness of face, slimness of
appearance and graceful height,
all these have to be categorically
stated  without feeling any
shyness about doing so.

A glance at the matrimonial
columns of the daily papers
will show both brides and
bridegrooms do not make
any bones about blowing
their trumpets without the least
reserve about ,their personal
appearance, age, social status,
their likes and dislikes, their
prospects and many other details
which would be helpful in evalua-
ting their suitability as life mates.

For obvious reasons we cannot
blow our trumpet before people
.who know us inside out. -

- Professional musicians and
artistes are never shy of blowing
their own trumpets. They some-
times boast of many per-
fomanges before zamindars and
rajahs, just like the professional
astrologers who boast of testi-
monials in thousands from judges,

ministers,  rajahs, business mag-
nates and so on. The trick is
employed to impress the listeners
or readers with their importance
which is mostly imaginary. But
such boasting or blowing of the
trumpet is necessary if one is to
get into limelight.

The younger generation has
always to put up with patience
whenever the elders blow their
own trumpets.

An elderly judge just about to
retire always used to chastise
Jjuniors who bungled in stating
the facts of any case. He used
to say, “ When I practised at the
bar, I would not dare to open my
case unless I had complete
mastery over the facts.” A
hefty looking judge used to say,
“When this court was young—by
which he meant to refer to his
own august self-—it used to take
a daily walk of five miles every
evening.”

Blowing one’s own trumpet is
a weakness which is almost
universal among all classes of
men and women and in all coun-
tries and you will always gain
rather than lose by doing a little’
bit of self advertisement in a
judicious way. )

®
MIDGETS DEMAND HALF FARE

Midgets in America have petitioned airline i
1 companies f
half-fare rates, arguing that for them to pay full faresp is1 ¢ di?:

criminatory and illogical.”

Recently, the Society of Midgets held

its first convention in Reno, where th i i
! , e e matter of air fares was raised.
The average midget present weighed 5 stone 5 1b., but the weight

allowed for the average aeroplane

passenger is 14 stone 7 Ib. “We

are quite willing to sit two to a seat,” the midgets told company

officials.
> X

X
By your own thoughts you make or mar your life.

X

:; 36 ¢

THE CHEMISTRY OF VISION

Prof. George Wald, Harvard
University biologist, is the world’s
leading authority on the chemistry
of vision. After more than
twenty-five years of rescarch on
the -chemical basis of vision in the
vertebrate eye, including the
human organ of sight, he has
arrived at the point at which he
is able to synthesize the light-
sensitive pigments produced in
the retina and to p2rform in the
test tube the chemical reactions
that take place in the living

“eye when 1t is stimulated by

bright or faint light for seeing in
the daytime or in the dark, writes
William L. Laurance in New
York Times.

The reactions reproduced in,
the “‘chemical eye” in the test
tube, Professor Wald told a
recent meeting of the American
Philosophical Society, are not
different in kind from those tak-
ing place in the living eye of
animal or man in the process of
vision. By reactions such as
these, he said,.the physical stimu-
lus, light, is transmuted by the
retina into physico-chemical pro-
cesses in the nervous system, the
visual nerve impulse being carried
along the optic nerve to the brain,
where it is translated into the
sensation of vision.

But, Professor Waid explained,
in reproducing the chemical pro-
cesses of vision in the test tube

- we are still a long way from

creating an artificial  vision.
“What we do not understand,
and have no present way of
approaching,” he emphasized, ““is
how such nervous processes be-

come sensations. This seems to
present an altogether different
type of problem, one that
involves higher levels of organiza-
tion than the molecule, and
probably higher than the single
living cell.”

At the very beginning of his
search a quarter of a century ago,
when he was still_ in his twenties,
Professor Wald discovered that
one of the major chemical con-
stituents of the retinal pigments
was vitamin A, the essential vita-
min found in butter, fish liver oils
and other animal products, but
not in plants. This vitamin, he
found, was necessary for night
vision and dark adaptation, its
absence in proper amounts being
responsible for night blindness.

Since then he found that there
were two forms of vitamin A—
vitamin A-l1 and vitamin A-2—
which play an important part in
the chemistry of vision of the
vertebrate eye. Besides, he found,
there were two specific types of
proteins named opsins, - which
combine with the two forms of
the vitamin. One of these opsins
is found in the rods, the receptors
of night vision in the retina,
while the second opsin is found
in the cones, the retinal receptors
of bright light vision. These rod
and cone opsins each combine
with one of the two forms of
vitamin A, thus uniting to give
four combinations. These are the
four known light-sensitive pig-
ments of vertebrate vision. i

. Many of the basic phenomena
of vision have their source in the
physical and chemical properties
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of these four retinal molecules.
Light excites the eye through its
effect upon these four photo-
sensitive pigments of the retinal
receptors, namely, the rods and
cones. The . capacity of these
pigments to absorb various wave-
lengths of light determines the
sensitivity of vision in the visible
spectrum, from red to violet.

Similarly, light and dark
adaptation reflect the bleaching
and resynthesis of the four visual
pigments. As the pigments are
bleached in the eye by light, the
visual sensitivity falls; this is
light adaptation. As the pigments
are restored in darkness, the
visual sensitivity rises; this is
dark adaptation. Night blind-
ness appears in vitamin A defici-
ency as the result of the decline,
first of vitamin A, followed
somewhat later by the decline of
the other constituent of the visual
pigments, the opsin. _

The development of these bio-
chemical systems of vision sheds
light on. vertebrate evolution,
Professor Wald reported. Some

- vertebrates use vitamin A-2,
others use vitamin A-1, while
others have the ability to change
from one to the other. These
facts provide telltale evidence on
the evolutionary process over the
course of millions of years.

Professor Wald explained that

* vertebrate vision began with vita-
min A-2 in the fresh water ances-
tral vertebrates. These animals
migrated out of fresh water in the
course of their evolution in two
directions, to the sea and to the
land; and both migrations
brought them over to the use of
vitamin A-[ in vision.

" Besides the vertebrates, only

two other phyla of animals have
“invented”” good, image-forming
eyes: the arthropods (insects,
crabs, and so on) and the
moltusks (octopus, squid). Though
these eyes have no anatomical
relationship to the vertebrate eye,
Professor Wald said, they all
have essentially the same bio-
chemistry.

X X X
SPACE EXPLORATION
Two balloon ascents were
made into the stratosphere recent-
lyin U.S. In one an air force
physician went up while in an-
other only scientific instruments
were placed. The purpose of the

study was to find the relative -

value of sending up men or
machines for space exploration.

The trained human brain
attached to well-developed sen-
sory organs is far superior for
general purposes to any circuit of
vacuum tubes or transistors or
other scientific ““sensing” and
computing equipment.

On the basis of weight and size

alone, human brains win easily.
One estimate has it that at two
pints and two pounds, the brain
has ten billion neurons roughly
comparable to ten billion vacuum
tubes—but it would take all the
water flowing over Niagara Falls
to keep the comparable vacuum
tubes cool.

Human brains are light, small,
versatile and infinitely more intri-
cate than computers attached to
instruments can be. But they
have some drawbacks. A human
body must be attached. - Tempe-
rature must be right—not too hot
or too cold. Oxygen must be
supplied to the human body and
carbon dioxide removed. ~Food
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" sumptuous

and water must be supplied. And
humans pose other problems.
Psychological tensions can_throw
off the working of the brain as a
computer. Dr. Simons believes
that his test flight established that
these tensions can be overcome.
But they are always present.

Many of these disadvantages
are done away with if space
exploration can be accomplished
by instruments. Instruments have
no fears or food problems.
Observations,  although  each
instrument is limited in versatility,
can be made much sharper—and
consequently ~more accurate—
with instruments.

-

X X X :
WHY DO PEOPLE GAMBLE?

Why do people gamble?

Gladwin Hill, writingin New
York Times, says:

Two business men whose work
brings them often to Las Vegas
met for lunch the other day at the
buffet which is a
regular midday adjunct of ‘ghe
Thunderbird Hotel’s gambgng
salon. En route to the chow l1qe,
one said, ¢ Wait a second while
I cash a check.”

“ Y]l wait for you at the_ crap
table,” said the other, jangling a
couple of silver dollars. .

By the time his friend rejoined
him a minute later, the waiting
one had accumulated $10 on a
couple of quick bets. He was too
engrossed to pull away. The
lunch date evaporated. .

“1 finally got out of there,” he
informed his friend som?what
sheepishly the next day, “at 5
o'clock. I was about $30 ahead
at one point. Wound up losing

about $15.”
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A tour of Las Vegas casinos
readily. shows that gambling cuts
straight across social, - economic
and intellectual lines. At one
extreme, in the ebbing and flow-
ing sea of faces around the tables,
are occasional atomic scientists
from the near-by Nevada test
site, whose deep knowledge of
mathematics and the laws of
probability (a. kcx tool in :the
analysis of fission) is a foundation
stone of national security. At
the other exireme are bums oft
freight trains, wagering a few
pennies in downtown kenogames
(a variation of bingo) for possible
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pay-offs of thousands to . one
(against odds of more thousands).

Between these extremes, the
dalliers with the bouncing dice,
the whirling wheels and flashing
cards range from holidaying
corporation executives to pres-
leyish members of the latest lost
generation. Predominant numeri-
cally is the great, motley of Ameri-
can middle class—doubtless be-
cause (1) God made so many of
them, and (2) that is the stratum
that Las Vegas, the super-market
of gambling, was deliberately

“styled for.

Why do they gamble?

There is a widespread notion
that people gamble simply in the
hope of making money. The
facts contradict this. Buttonhole
people at random, amid the

clangour of the ubiquitous slot’

machines and round-the-clock
drone of crap table attendants,
and you will find the almost
unvarying response to the question
“Why do you gamble?’ is a
rather surprised ‘ Why, for the
Sun of it...”

®

THE HONEST FRIEND
A business man in Madrid going to Paris on business v ent to his

friend’s house to say goodbye.

It was the eve of a draw for a

lottery in which the first prize was £20,000.
The man seeing the other off mentioned he was going to buy a

| ticket for the lottery.

 Buy me one, t00,” said his friend. On his

return from France, the other told him: ‘‘Your ticket won first

prize.”

“But how did you know which ticket was which?” asked the

returned holiday maker.

“It was simple,” was the reply.

“I put one ticket in an

envelope marked with my name and the other in an envelope marked

with your name.” .
X

. x
AT YOUR SERVICE!

A golf club grouser was complaining bitterly at the ‘ nine-
teenth ” about worm casts on the greens. :

The captain came in and was tmmediately buttonholed.

“Isn’t this the time.of the year to treat worms ?’’ the grouser

asked.
“Yes,” replied the captain.
X

X
NEXT TURN

“What’ll you have?”

X

A boring speaker went on and on, and the audience dwindled

until there was only one man left.

Addressing the sole survivor, who was sitting in the front row,

he congratulated him and said :
' ¢ Not at all,” came the reply.

X X

“You at least are a gentleman.”

“I'm the next speaker.”
X

Every great work is the result of vast preparatory training,

Facility comes by labour.
that was not difficult at first.
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Nothing seems easy, not even walking,

¢

* fight of 1857.

The Seer of Kamakoti Speaks (4)

Sankaracharya’s Tribute to

Freedom Fighters of 1857

" This is the fourth instalment of the golden utterances of - His
Holiness Sankaracharya of Kamakoti Pectam whose Kanakabi-
shekam was celebrated with eclact last manth at Kanchi

VELANDAI

At theconclusion "of the fifth
Veda Bhashya congregation held
last month His Holiness gave a
discourse beautifully and very
appropriately adverting 10 the
coincidence of the Veda Sadas
with the countrywide celebration
of the centenary of the freedom

His Holiness said : The Vedas
protect us in this life and in the
life hereafter. Those who follow
the vedic path and practice 1t
reverentially not only get the
good things - on earth but are

‘also assured of Moksha or |

eternal bliss.  The Katho-
panishad contains the Nichiketa
Upakyanam. Nichiketa, although
a boy, desired to have an insight
into Atma gnana from Yama.
Yama tried to disssuade Nichi-
keta by promising him all kinds
of wordly happiness and similar
boons. Nichiketa adamant 1n
his purpose to learn Atma_-gnana
could not be tempted. He told
Yama, “Your very talk suggests
that Arma gnana is superior to

- all the worldly riches and pas-

sions. So please grani me¢ my
prayer.” Yama was pleased to
teach Nichiketa the secrets of
Atma tatwa.

The Vedas disclose Arma tatwa,
a knowledge of which is essential
to every believing soul. It can be
said with reasonable certainty
that the Veda mantras which
are still being heard are those
texts that were handed down
from time immemorial from rishi
{o rishi, from guru to desciple.
This constitutes our Vedic
heritage. Those who recite the
Shukla Yajus, and Sama Sakhas
are not as many as those who
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recite or study the Krishna
yajurveda. In the mantra
beginning “ Ratrim prapadye” in
the Sama Vidana Brahmana of
the Sama . Veda, the Devi or
Divine mother is extolled as
* Shikandanee, Kanya Kumari”
thereby reminding one of Kanya-
kumari at the southernmost tip
of our continent. In the Kano-
panishad of Talavakara Sama
Veda, the Devi is “praised as
“Uma Haimavathi”® or the Uma
of the Himalayas. The former
Vedamantra has been taken into
account by the great advaitic
scholar Appayya Dikshitar for
his Durga Chandra Kala Stuti.
His Vedamantra if chanted in all
devotion will lead to all-prevad-
ing bliss, the real goal of human
birth, without the least attraction
towards material attainments or
sensual pleasures. It has been
said that a handful of grass should
be given to a cow every day to
please the Devi. During British
rule there were occasions when
" there was a setback of our
ancient culture and traditions. It

was so especially during the .

Company’s rule because of the
activities of early missionaries.
Thisled to the freedom movement
of 1857. The Rani of Jhausi,
Tatia Tope, Nana Sahib and
many others fought for the pre-
servation of our ancient dharma
. and culture which form tbe basis
of our social, moral and legal
codes, nay our very life.
Qur striving for the pre-
servation of our  heritage
would have become impossible
but for these martyrs of the 1857
struggle. Their  martyrdom
paved the way for the Proclama-
_tion of Queen Victoria, which

gave us our religious freedom
even under foreign rule. Weshall
here and now pray for these great
soulsto rest in peace and pray
that the Almighty may make
their souls ever happy, by recit-
ing the Ramanama a thousand
times.

This call to recite the Rama-
nama, evoked an immediate and
resonant response from- the big
assembly and the entire gathering
led by His Holiness entered into
asolemn chanting of the Rama-
nama for over quarter of an hour.

His Holiness thereafter ex-
horted the audience to stand fast
by their duty of safeguarding the
Vedas and said that if the people
took care of the Vedas the Vedas

would surely take care of
them. The ~ Vedas com-
manded the performances of

various karmas. The performance
of these karmas enabled one to
attain that state of mind which
‘would make one understand and
realise Brahma Vidya. The
supreme object of the Veda was
the dispelling of ignorance and
attainment of the light of know-
ledge. : ‘

The tragedy now is that the

Vedas are nearly in the stage of
being forgotten and neglected.
The Vedas which had been of
yore recited by many and whose
meaning had been known to
many a Brahmin in the Iast
generation is now facinga crisis.
The devotees who can recite the
Vedas are getting fewer and those
who know its meaning are getting
to be still fewer. What is still
worse is that the man who is
capable of reciting the Vedas and

\ who officiates as priest at rituals

does not know the meaning of
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the Vedic mantras, which he
uses. Nor do those who perform
the rituals know their meaning.
It -is asad spectacle of blind
leading the blind. The unbeliever
now makes capital of this situa-
tion and spins out a further
argument that such Vedic
learning is of no wuse at all
to mankind. The critic only
means to press that if there is
no one who can lead us in Vedic
learning then why bother _ about
itatall. Soisit not desirably
urgent to revive and rekindle the
urge to recite the Vedas andto
get true knowledge of their
meaning? The present Veda
Bashya Conference for the last
one week is really intended to
focus public attention in this
regard. Kings of yore did this
but in the modern set up of
democracy that duty has fallen
on the discerning section of the
public. . .
X X X

The Kanakabishekam  of
His Holiness was held on 6th
September and large was the
concours¢ assembled at Kanchi
to witness this great religious

" ceremonial.  After the pooja

His Holiness was seated on a dais
and was bathed in waters
brought from the various sacred
rivers of Bharat. This was
followed by presentation of a

. golden “pattadai” which His

Holiness. adorned. The junior
Sankaracharya as  his. first
desciple then . performed the

. Kanakabishekam placing gold
_ coins with flowers and kunkum on

his head, one after another to the

. chanting of mantras. The coins

valued at Rs. 40,000 will form
the nucleus of the Veda Trust,

SOAP POWDER .

o

After the ceremony was over
His Holiness stood up. The
innumerable garlands accepted
from devotees and the rudra-

kshamalas bedecked the neck of
His Holiness. Resplendant in his

attire, serene in his appearance,

benevolent in his looks and most

patient in his deportment, His

Holiness stood and turned -
slowly around - giving darshan to

the devotees assembled on the

occasion. Blessing one and all,

he said:

*“This -kanakabishekam is not
to me but to the memory of
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our Paramacharya, Adi Sankara.
I take it that way. The chanting
of kanakadara stotrum by
Parama Acharya brought a rain
of gold. May you all recite
those verses in piety and sincerity
so that Bharatamata may have
always a golden age. The “ pat-
tadai” you have given is made
of silk born out of probably the
killing of some silk worms. But
the ancient “ pattadai” of our

Mutt, which 1 anm now wearing
had been spun out of nonviolent
labour, without killing any insect.
It is this holy robe that will give
us golden results. I take your
tributes to me as homage to Adi
Sankara who alone dispelled
ignorance and established the
sanmatha., May his benevo-
lence and mercy extend to one
and all of us and may we so
conduct ourselves that we deserve
his benedictions. I bless you all.”

THE ‘YES® MAN
A man was running along shouting at the top of his voice:

“No! No! Certainly not!”

A policeman stopped him and asked what was wrong.
~“IUs all right, officer,” was the reply. “I'ma ‘yes’ man on

hollday »
X

“You seem to be very proud of ybut son,

Mrs. Tucker.

X
a neighbour said to

”

“ Really he doesn’t amount to anything,” confessed the woman.
“But after all the money we've spent on him I simply dont dare

not to be proud »

X

X
Several»schoolboys were discussing shaving. Most of them
hadn’t had' that experience yet, but a few had made tentative experi-

ments with a razor.

“I’ve shaved for two years,”

one boy bragged, and then ina

less heroic tone, * and cut myself both times.”

X X

X

The doctor was getting fed up. His patient was nearly always
drunk, feeling terrible, and turning up for treatment. On one of his

usual visits, he groaned :

“ What do you think I should do, doctor?

T’'m feeling worse than ever this morning.’
T “Well,” replied the doctor, “you could try getting some blood

in your alcohol stream.”

X X

Father of the girl to the suitor: *‘So you don’t smoke, drink,
or gamble, huh? Then get out of my house! No prospective
son-in-law of mine’s going to be held up to me as a shmmg

example !’

- X

 She says she’s got legs like Manlyn Monroe’s.”
“The only resemblance I can sec is that she’s got the same

number.”

\
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RAMBLES IN COURT LIFE (29)

Madras &

Congress

Allahabad

Sessions

V. G. RAMACHANDRAN M.A.,B.L. ”

At the Madras Congress
Norton saw Madan Mohan
Malaviya ushered into public life
under the auspices of Rampal
Singh.- Humorous, broad

shouldered and habited in a

well fitting frock coat, Rampal
told how, being but imperfectly
acquainted with’ the English

language, he kept his eyes glued

on the President’s hands in the
Legislative Council of the North-
West Province. When it was
time to vote for a measure the
President always called out
“ thumbs up’’ and Rampal turned

~up his thumb; the bill was

carried. If authority wished to
reject the bill the President
shouted “thumbs down?!’ and
Rampal turned his thumb down
and the bill was thrown out.
“Madan  Mohan,”  writes
Norton, * wasa very charming
entity. He was the so called
child of all parties—the Puck of
the Congress. He has gone long
past me in life’s race, and on the
few occasions I met him he was
surrounded by a viceregal at-
mosphere. He moves in the
odour of Foreign Secretaries ;
there linger about him impalpa-
ble reminiscences of Lieutenant
Governcrs; unattachable scent of
Finance Ministers clothe him with
fragrance and when he swims

- into my orbit I detect the grace-

ful undulations of an aide-de-
camp followed by a long proces-
sion of scarlet-coated chobdars.
His industry is unfailing, his
courage unquestionable. He is
the only man I know who can
confront a disquietened Viceroy
with a speech of one hour and
forty minutes. I believe him to
be thoroughly honest as a pohtl-
cian.’

Norton continues :

Before Madan Mohan Mala-
viya attained to his present .
dignity, the most remarkable

- Congress feature on the horizon

of the North-West was Ajudia~
nath. Like his younger col-
leagues he was always dressed in
spotless white. He was a very
remarkable personality. Acute,
subtle, impassioned, Ajudianath
argued a question of limitation
on a second appeal with all the
fervour of Burke impeaching
‘Warren Hastings. Across his
snowy coat fell the black clusters,
broad and wary, of a massive
beard. His upper lip was covered
with a full and flowing
moustache. His head was crown-
ed with a peculiarly shaped,
pointed, white linen cap. In his
vehemence he looked like Joshua
foiled in an almost successful
attempt to enter the promised
land. With his uplifted arms and
a vojce resomant and quivering
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- withthe infénsity of his belief in

" his thesis it was a sight to watch

him on the platform of the
" National Assembly. It was long
before he ushered to the Congress
creed. Bonnerjee, a ° personal
friend, had often ineffectively
tried to persuade him to give us
his support. He -withstood all
seductions till he had read all
that there was to read of Con~
gress literature.  Satisfied at last
that the truth was with us, he
telegraphed to Bonnerjee that he
would attend at Madras.

Thus he broke in upon my
admiring gaze. ‘It was there he
-invited the Congress to meet at
Allahabad. At Allahabad he told
us how Sir Auckland Colvin had
thrown successive impediments in
*the path of his endeavours to
procure a site and home for the
meeting, how he tried to boycott
its efforts. But Ajudianath  was

not Ajudianath for nothing. The -

Congress was still far off. He
had taken time by the forelock,
50 he.induced landlords to serve
-notices to quit upon many of
the leading officials in Allahabad
as he needed their houses for the
accomodation of the political
lepers (leaders) who would later
invade the city! The move suc-
ceeded. Sir Auckland retired
discomfited. A site wassecured.
- A splendid pandal was built and
retained for the use of the
delegates. Tents sprang up like
mushrooms and the threatened
" officials were left in quiet posses-
sion of their homes. Thanks to
theenergy of Ajudianath as the
Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee, the inaugural speech of
Yule, the delightful antics of the
harlequin from Banares, and the
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opposition of Motilal, ‘this
Allahabad Congress shares with
that of Bombay the claim of
being the most interesting
meeting I ever attended. ‘.

Talking of the executive Norton
narrates :

India has been filled to over-
flowing with politicians and
placemen (V.L.Ps.). They labour
according to their diminished
lights for rank and S$tars and
pensions. They quarrel over
tawdry inches of riband and
plaster their bosoms with medals
in remembrances of occasions at
which they were never present!
Heavy guns thunder out their de-
parture and approach and when
theyare satisfied that they have
thoroughly disturbed their neigh-
bours’ rest, they go home
(England) and give themselves
a G.C.LLE. Then the newspapers
scramble over each other to
acclaim them statesmen. Little
Lords in England mumble at
their greatness, and in India
Governors break out into hysterics
as they recall the moral sweet-
ness and intellectual precocity of
the latest entrant into the
Valhalla of the forgotten
nobodies.

Recounting his visit to England
and his efforts to focus Indian

reform on the English public,.

Norton says : ,
I was curious to know how the
great demagogue Bradlaugh, then
in Parliament would treat Indian
questions. I had not known him
personally but I had seen and
heard him defend himself by the
side of Mrs. Beasant when both
were indicted in the King’s Bench
for the publication of the “Fruits
‘of Philosophy’’. From that scene

Darjeeling and Nainital and

I had carried away two lasting
impressions. 1 was struck by
Bradlaugh’s sincerity. I was

transported with his courage. A

man of great proportions, God
had been as lavish with his brain
as with his bone. Bonnerjee and
I were dressed in black coats and
black silk hats and our attire
forced us into prominant posi-
tions on the platform, where we
were given seats on  either side of
Bradlaugh. He spoke for an
hour and he spoke without any
notes. He spoke not merely
fluently but his speech indicated
a study of materials for which I
was not prepared. The trend

was liberal and sympathetic and

as I listened, I solved for myself
the question of the leadership in
the House of Commons for the
Congress. It must be in Brad-
laugh’s hands. When he had
finished, a steward came up to
me and asked me to speak afew
words. I passed the call on to
Bonnerjee as my senior. Stroking
his magnificent beard Bonnerjee
rose and having his subject at his
fingers’ ends, quickly grasped the
attention of his audience. -

In my mind, at any rate Brad-

Jaugh was from that night non-

official Secretary of State for
India. I wanted someone who
would, if necessary, take off his
coat to fight the .pdssive mass of
prejudice .and bigotry, which
percolating  from  Whitehall,
moves like an ice-floe through

_the deodars, melts in the warmth

of Ootacamund and Mahabales-
war, stiffen slightly again in

overrun every district in
India, unchained and unchain-
able. We adjourned to his hotel
and there Bradlaugh set his seal
as a political leader on my heart.
by tossing off at an unbroken
draught the contents of a large
tumbler crepitant with sparkling
Burgundy. He had spoken at-
nine in the morning, he had.
spoken again at one and finished
up with India at six. It wasa
Homeric proceeding and so was
the draught Homeric. Bonnerjee
himself, no mean adept at
sparkling wines, watched Brad--
faugh with brotherly admiration-
and with discriminative pride. A
man who could swallow like that
could swallow™ a Viceroy ora
Licutenant Governor ~ without
blinking. : 4

He who fails to sart will near reach the goal.

47



P. V. RA0, VASUDEVAPURAM, MADRAS-5

MESHA RASI or ARIES
The solar course during this
Aswani month transits your
Bharani 6th house causing
- § Krithika greatelr anxiety, fear
. complex, delaye -
cess, differences with réa?iglxl\cs:
fear of law, and enmity with
neighbours. Budha enters his
exalted house Kanya on the 2nd
which may bring about a new
surrounding. You may come in
contact with people who may
advance your interests in life and
ﬁlrough whose help your objective
may be achieved. This is a month
where great consideration in your
word and deed is essential in
all matters. It will be safer or
rather more advisable for you to
proceed on your line of action
with proper consultation and
guidance from others in your field
of work. The month is not good
for health. Those patients who
have been suffering before will
have a new turn of surprise
Stomach will be disturbed often.
Appetite will suffer. All the three

planets excluding Budha are

fiery nature thereby gcneratir‘l);
excessive heat in the system
Financially this is a month in
which you will feel greater need
of money than before and you
will find necessary help forth-
coming through proper channel.
Temporary borrowing may be
unavoidable. Second half may
prove somewhat more lucky than
before on account of the conjunc-
tion of Sukra with Saturn. This
combination may bring about a
windfall in a few cases, as indi-

cated and warranted by the planet

in the radix. Officially this

is lucky, there being channglgng}
work as also a_new boss in some
cases. Domestically you may be
worried more. Your wife may
suffer in health. Merchants will
find new venture being more
successful than before. Partner-
(s:}ﬁg:] génayF.undergcl) a thorough

. Financial
wI131 lze r;lo;e lucky:y second half
4, 5,7,8,13,17, 1
26, 3] are good days. %20, 22,
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VRISHABHA RASI or
- - TAURUS ‘
Planetary configuration radi-
i ates greater benefic
§ Krtika,  infiuences during this
ohini & %
Mirigashira month. The solar
. course through the
5th house makes you highly in-
trospective. It gives you abiding
interest in - practical sciences.
Lawyers and doctors ar® at their
best during this month. Sun
along with other planets causes
great anxiety about children’s
affairs, your relationship with
parents, and your investment
problem. A desirable domestic
change is attained as per combi-
nation of benefic planets. Guruy,
Budha and Sukra in Tricona and
Kendra will certainly caus¢ an
upsurge of optimism ‘and desire
for greater knowledge to be
acquired besides your coming in
contact with men of high culture
and ability and influence. Students
and research workers in parti-
cular will bein their limelight
during this month. Financially
the month is very encouraging.
The. combination of Budha and
Guru, dhanalabadipathis, offers
a very stimulating financial sup-
port on account of which there
may bea windfall in some €ases
and satisfactory financial conve-
niences and stability. Investment
will be very propitious during
this month. Buying and selling
will prove lucrative. Marriage
proposition will yield favourable.
results. Those already married
may feel disturbed home surround-
ings on account of malefics in the
7th house. Officially you may
gain more than in the last. You

month. You will prove a capable
officer in directing, managing and
conducting the affairs entrusted
to your care, to the entire satis-
faction of your boss. Merchants
will do well. Speculation will be
running in  their blood more
than ever. Partnership business
will be successful and prosperous.
2,3,5,7,13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20,
22, 23, 26, 31 are better days. -

S
MITHUNA RASI or GEMINIL
Planetary map reveals greater
3 Mrigashi benefic . inftguence:;
rigashita qver your affairs 0
Ardraked  fife. The congestion
of the planets 1 the
4th house has @ special signifi-
cance to your possessions, be-
Jongings, assets, investment if any,
residence and a house move 10 a
fow cases. The benefic planets,
vizz Guruand Budha in the 4th
house, signify that the month 18
disiinctly eventful in this respect.
‘Domestically these planets bring
about important changes for the
better, so that life may have
greater amenities than before.
Presence of Mangal in the 4th
house along with other planets is
rather troublesome causing Tup-
ture, differences, and inimical
trouble. This is mainly caused

by no less a persont than your .

near relation, cousin, uncle of
brother or friend. Mangal’s
osition in the house conjunct
Budha, the lord of the 4th house,
favours investment problem to
be solved in this month. There
may be differences Ot disappoint-
ment in such ventures, unless this
feature is in alignment with the
trend of planets in the radix.

may easily ingratiate yourself Financially this is a more en-

into the boss’s favour during this
AR

couraging month since labhadi~
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pathi Mangal is aspecting his
own house and is conjunct
Budha, your ruler. Moon’s

conjunction with Mangal on.

the. 22nd will prove very
Jucky financially. Meanwhile his
opposition to Mangal on the 8th
will also help financial convenie-
* nees in particular. Avoid rupture.
Officially this month is favourable
for your achievement as cherished.
Avoid discourses with your boss
lest your interests should be
prejudiced in his mind. Journa-
lists, publishers and authors
will have significant success
during this month. Merchants
also will be Iucky during this
month. They may open branches
elsewhere and explore the avenues
of income during this month.
Partnership may undergo slight
change.
2,3, 6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 18,
20, 22, 24, 26 and 31 are better
days.

e
KARKATAKA RASI or
CANCER
- Planetary line-up does not
: disclose this month
*Pl;“na“’as“ as a very lucky one.
shya Pi -
Ashlesa anets are passing

: through the 3rd
house and 5th house more
- than other houses. They affect
your 3rd house affairs viz.
brothers, sisters, short trips,
letters, papers, correspondence,
writing capacity and all important
wundertakings requiring deeper
considerations. Mangal in the
3rd house brings new friends but
his contact with Budha in the
course of the month may cause
rupture with either friends or
relations. One of your sons may
¢ome up during this month. As
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an author or a publisher you will
have greater chance to come for-
ward and be acknowledged as a
successful writer. Your corres-
pondence will evoke the-expected
feclings and responses as desired.
One of your brothers will take

special interest in your affairs or
visa versa. A journey is lucrative-’

Iy undertaken. Saturn in the 5th
sector shows the tendency to
draw in and deepen rather than
expand in all subtle subjects.
His significance is your fear
complex in feeling whether your
affairs are rightly taking shape.
He disheartens you in. seeking
channels for your creative work
on account of chilling influences.
Sukra conjunct Sani in the S5th
house should urge a strong and
emotional stimulus. Considerable
control of feeling in the form of
anger and resentment will be
necessary for constructive work.
Financially this month registers
better improvement. The course
of dhanadipathi through the 6th
sign of the zodaic may bring about
extra commitment on your part
for which necessary financial help
may be raised easily. Mutual
help is indicated between you and
brother, or a relation. Money
may come from a distant place.
Officially this is a month of
realisation of your cherished plan.
Merchants will be more inclined
to speculation than ever. Financi-
ally there will be held up  profits,

they being more in the books -

than in actual realisation. _
3,5,17,8, 13, 14, 17, 18, 23, 26,
31 are lucky days.

@
SIMHA RASI or LEO
The planetary - combination
during this month is constructive

and encouraging

Makha, ~ enough. The solar

Poorvaphal-  couree  through the

E f‘{?&:{'ﬁ 2nd house excites
_Phalguna the affairs of the

2nd  house with
special reference to improvement
of the sources of income, gain of
extra practical knowledge and
undertaking of new ventures re-
quiring capital and co-operation.
The planets in the 2nd require
strenuous work on your part
more than before for the success
of your undertakings. Their
aspect to the 8th house raise a
subtle significance promising
rich reward to those who under-

stand the 8th house significance. -

The combined effect of the
planets in .the 2nd and their

"aspect to the 8th house will be a
. great consoling force to those in

the domain of philosophy and
religion or spiritual realisation.
With Saturn, a mystic planet, in
the mystic house, there is not
only the spiritual advancement
or culture but also material bene-
fits in the world of practical
affairs as well. Neptune in the
3rd house along with Rahu will
prove an inspiring influence
favouring intuitive faculties as the
month is underway. Second half
indicates a journey, greater in-
terests in correspondence, writing
work or helping brothers and
sisters and working selflessly also
for - others. Financially, the
month should prove increasingly
fortunate on account of the happy
configuration of the planets in
the 2nd house. Money may be
obtained from distant place,
unexpected quarters, elders and
from associations and companies.
Legacy may be viewed favourably

in this month. Domestically, the
month may prové more happy.
You will have guests and so
heavy expenditure may follow.
Vehicular happiness may register
improvement. Agricultural put-
suit and investments will pay
lucratively. Officially this month

.is encouraging and prosperous.

Merchants will have an easy time
of it. Partnership will fare well.

2, 3,4,5,7,8, 13, 14, 15, 18,
19, 22,23, 24,25, 26 and 31 are
better days. : X

. .
KANYA RASI or VIRGO
Planetary style radiates greater
benefic forces in
3 Uttara.  your affairs of life.
phalguna  The solar course
Hastha and  through your rasi
3 Chitra  reveals that you -
must be very care- -
ful about your health and diet in
particular. The three planets
Surya, Mangal and Guru along
with your ruler Budha, a tem-
peramental planet, from the 2nd
October will bring about an
important change in your cons-
titution, diet, appetite and general
health. Great care should be
taken about your health when
the least indication of unfavoura-
ble turn is noticed. Sun in the
3rd has great significance during
this month as he affords stability,
depthand responsibility in your
routine chores, and capacity for
steady application with broaden-
~ing horizon, wider contact and
new mental concepts which are
stimulating and enlightening dur-
ing this month. Financially this
month does fot seem to be
encouraging on account of heavy
expenditure of unexpected nature
arising in the course’ of the
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month. Sukra conjunct Saniis
not happy indicating heavy
fluctuation, pressure and dis-
appointment as well, when money
is most wanted. Help from dear
friends or -relations may be
expected in a few cases. Invest-
ment during this month may not
prove sound on account of
legal defects that may be dis-
covered later on. Second half
will be more active in financial
maiters since Surya, the planet of
action, enters = the second
house on the 17th of October.
But greater care in financial
matters and dealings may be
necessary owing to your sudden
involvement of financial affairs
beyond your control. Eye-
patients will suffer more in the
second half of the month.
Domestically the month may be
slightly. better than  before.
Change of house or investment
on land may be found advisable.
Officially the month is favourable
as it causes change of work or
even a transfer in some cases.
Merchants will do well during
thismonth. Partnership will be
labouring under greater dis-
advantages than before.

2,3,5 7,14, 15, 18, 19,22,
24, 26, 31 are better days.

@
THULA RASI or LIBRA
The solar course through the
12th house indicates

S%vaﬁ}}i:zr:d your high expendi-
3 Vishaka  ture beyond your

control, the abiding,
interest that you take in your pet
hobbies, acquisition of knowledge
in the practical worldly affairs,
success over < your increasing
enemies all around you, your
stubborn  attitude with your

people around you, your unusual
impatience at the trend of affairs
and finally’ your pessimistic
attitude as a result of overwhelm-
ing forces against you in the
surroundings. Second  half is
more encouraging and concilia-
tory with the surroundings.
General health may be disturbed
as aresult of the excited nervous
system in the first half. Finan-
cially, first half may not be so
encouraging. More of  your
income is outstanding and not

realised. There may be un- -

expected gain also to be realised
as the month is under way.
Source of income increases in the
second half. Investment on land
may be thought of but not
surely. Second half will prove
better for the same. Domesti-
cally this month is better in the
second half. Friends and rela-
tions will be always rallying round
you then. Avoid borrowings
during this month., Officially
“this is a month of great worry
and trouble through your col-
leagues as well as your boss.
There will be secret work against
your interests through your
co~workers which you will notice
more perceptibly in the second
half. Friends will help you more
in the second half. Oune of your.
brothers will require special at~
tention from you. Merchants
will find this month not favoura-
bly disposed in their business,
especially in the first half. Second
half may show improvement.
Partnership will cause much
_anxjety. Correspondence may be
an encouraging factor during this
month.

2,3,5,8,13, 15, 18, 22, 24, 31
are better days.
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VRISCHIKA RASI or
SCORPIO

Planetary alignment presages .

favourable influences
4 Vishaka, at ' work in  your
"Anuradha, affairs of life. The
-&Jeshta  golar course through

the 11th house refers
to your friends and friendships
and gain through them, your im-
provement in your environment,
your increasing social activities,
and patronage from your admirers
and friends and Jastly your
popularity in the sphere of your
activities, You will do well to
enlist the aid of your wellwishers
and acquiantances whenever you

need their help fo advance your

interests during this month.
This is a month of the year well

- suited to increase your standing

with friends, relations and social
groups. Altruistic endeavours and
community interests should be
uppermost in your mind now.
The month is very important for
realisation of your hopes and
ambitions and development of
your business or official life. The
full moon on the 8th of this
month may be construed to
indicate a change of heart with a
broader outlook of mind at home
and outside. Events unawares
may put a strain on friendship
during the second half which may
be forearmed .against. Avoid
impulse and headstrong attitude
and over generous inclination

during this month a$§ a result of .

your ruler Mangal’s conjunction
with Guru, a generous and sym-
pathetic planet. Financially the
month should prove very helpful
and gainful of financial ‘advan-
tages accruing to you specially in
the first half. Your give and take
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policy applies well this month.
Second half many prove more
costly affecting your plans and
the budget. Scrutinise the new
individuals that come into your
fold with selfish motives. Offi-
ciajly this month promises much.
Youmay gain your boss’s favour
by your own submissive attitude.
Business men will prosper in this
month. Their partoership will
prove very lucrative. Their ex-
penditure will go beyond their
control.

2,3,5,7,8,13, 14, 15, 18, 22,
23, 25, 26, 31 are better days.

® ,

DHANU RASI ot

SAGITARIUS
Planetary indications arc con-
genial enough in

Pogf\gos%e’z ga  your affairs of life.

} Uttarashada 1hey suggest that

promising  oppor-,
tunities for job hunting, promo-
tion, residential improvement,
favour from superiors and finan-
cial security, may be found right
in your own backyard if you will
take pains to uncover them. You
arc well advised to put future
security at the top of . your
programme. The solar course
through the 10th house is pre-
paring you for unexpected or
sudden development favourable
to your prospects. for further
progress. The first half in par-
ticular will surely raise your
stature in your field of activity
which will open a new vista,
—a wider field to utilise your out~
standing courage and intuition.
You will be thus enabled to
build up greater self assurance to
march - straight to your goal.
Positive action may largely help
you to gain your cherished ambi-



tion during this month. The full
‘moon on the 8th is calculated to
bring about a need for attention
to resources and joint monetary
projects without risks. Your
ruler in the 10th along with the
Sthlord-and 9th lord and also
with the exalted 10th lord viz.
Budha in the 10th _house, is dis-
tinctly fortunate in bringing you
in contact with men of influence
and culture who will help your
professional ambition and atti-
tude towards your security goals.
You will certainly feel impelled to
do something highly individualis-
tic on totally new and unexploited
lines. Financially the lord of
gain, viz. Sakra, enters the 12th
house forming a conjunction with
Sanj, the lord of the 12th. This
shows that you will have very
good prospects of financial ad-
vantages and at times windfall
too. But greater care is needed
to avoid all risky ventures in
financial matters. Investment on
land or house or a vehicle will be
advantageously considered. Offi-
cially you may stand to gain
higher heights and boss’s favour.
Merchants . will be lucky in
bagging heavy profits during this
month. They had better elimi-
nate risks in speculation, to avoid
losses in the month. Partnership

o 2,3,4,7,14, 17, 19, 20,29, 31
are lucky days.

@

MAKARA RASI or
CAPRICORN
Planctary map reveals better

benefic”~ influences

3 g}g‘:‘;:ada operating  during
. Dhanista 4  this month. Planets

. in the 9th, 10 and
11th signify that you achieve’
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greater success in the field of
your activities more than before
and that you feel more optimi-
stically inclined than before. The
‘'solar course passing through the
9th house indicates distant jour-
ney,- favour from distant source,
philosophic attitude and success
In any practical as well as
mystical - field, as indicatéd by
Surya and Sani. Surya also
relates to your interest in
your father-in-law’s affairs or
parental connection. Religion,
publication and journalistic pur-
suit will be more attractive and
lucrative too, during this month.
The second half when the sun is
moving in your 10th house, will
be more fortunate than before.
The month on the whole should
be more satisfying in the accomp-
lishment it brings in its train.
You will also gain dicisions or
actions from others which will
contribute importantly to your
career and personal interests.
Surya will be conjunct Neptune
forming the new moon con-
junction which reveals subile
surroundings and threatening
credit, draining vitality under un-
necessary stress and strain. Avoid
confiding secret aims in your

programme to others. Youmay .-
; t come in contact with headstrong, -,
.will be fairly prosperous. . unsympathetic and unfavourable- . -

friends whom you may try to

avoid or not act up to their-- -
Circumstances  may. -

advice.
challenge your confidence in un-
usual ways. Financially the

month seems to be progressing -

with greater convenience of
money and help from outside.
Conjunction of Sukra with Sani
after Sukra’s entry in the 11th
house is gainful of financial

aid through a lady. In some
cases it may indicate romantic
episodes. Domestically this month
will prove better both at
home and in society outside.
This is an important month also
for investment problem. Legal
aspect may not be found helpful
or fortunate. Officially, imprave-
ment is registered. Business men
will have greater  success in
foreign business in particular.
Partnership will prosper well.

3,4,7,8, 14,17, 18, 19, 20, 22,
26, 31 are better days.

KUMBHA RASI or
AQUARIUS

Planets in the first half may
. not, perhaps, prove
3 Dhanita advantageousin
Sathabhisha your affairs during
& 3 Poorva- the first half of the

bhada  month. Probably

.' this is rather a tricky
‘month to handle and one which
calls for much patience, wisdom
and deeper knowledge in the
field of your activities. The
mcnth favours the spiritual side

" .in the case of persons so inclined.

Intuitive faculties and inspiring
influence are stimulated. Your
ruler in the 8th sign of the world

" as-well as planets in the 8th house

of your rasi are more subtle than
practical. Those in the realm of

- the optimistic surroundings will

“have also a promisingly rich

. -“reward but the spiritualist will

fare the better of the two in his
domain of philosophy and spirit-
uality on account of his greater
success in the spiritual level.
Materially there may be sudden
financial gain. Help from the.
higher-ups is indicated, Officially
sudden rise to a higher place may

be-an important event where the
radix indications warrant _it.
Health may not be satisfactory
during this month. Stomach will
always prove a headache to you
or secret troubles will keep on
oppressing you. Distant journey
is marked. Domestic environ-
ment is often seen disturbed,
denying the comfort that you
need greatly for your body.
Merchants will do well in their
speculation but very guardedly,
lest there should be heavy loss if
the element of risk is not elimi- -
nated in their business. Partner-
ship will be under troubled
waters. -

2,3,4,5,8,13, 14, 17, 19, 22,
.26, 31 are better days.

® .
MEENA RASI or
PISCES :

Planetary alignment during
4 Poorvabaadra this month char-
U?tara%hadra act e’r isesthe
Revathi month’s events as
an admixture of

both good and bad. " The first
half finds greater benefic influ-
ences at work while the second
half indicates health trouble,
distant journey, eye complaint,
any trouble through court if you
pursue legal actions. First half
is favourable for money and
envisages favours from > near
relations and also in your career
field. More money may pass
through your hands. = Avoid
differences and disagreements in
all financial deeds. Monetary
transactions may result in inimi-
cal relation since both the planets,
viz. Mangal and Guru, are pass-
ing through enemies’ houses.
Domestically. the~month may not
be ashappy. as before.”. Fhe three

: “;;“ : k‘ .
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planets-oﬁ‘er much resistance and
discord in the domestic harmony.

This is a month propitious for

selling and buying things, either
in land or houses. Officially this
- month offers greater encourage-
ment. If you are in for a trans-
fer, your move will be quite
opportune during this month,
Favour of your boss is indicated
more in the first half than in the
second. There may be false news
or accusation against you from
the second half. Avoid contact

with others as far as possible.

Merchants will have a luckier

time of it during this month.
Partnership is welcome under
favourable terms. New business
deed may occur 'to their satis-
faction. Second half may not
perhaps prove so encouraging

financially. There will be un-
- expected general businéss reactions

against them. Partners will have
dissatisfaction.

2,4,5,17,8, 13,15, 16, 17, 19,
20, 22, 26, 31 are better days.

®
WARNED!

“1 love your daughter very dearly, sir,’

b

said the young man.

«1 would suffer deeply if I ever caused her a moment’s unhappiness.”

“You- certainly would,” replied the father.
mother all over again, and I know.”

“That girl is her

X . X A
“ Haven’t I shaved you before sir?’ inquired the barber. * No,”

replied the new customer.
: X

X
“ Men are like wine,” said a blonde;

" betters the good.”
- X

“That’s a war wound.”

X
“age sours the bad and

X

“JTsn't your little son sweet?—and so polite, too,” said an old

lady.

“He just told me I was pretty.”

“Did he 7’ replied the mother, looking at the boy anxiously.

“ T must take him to an oculist.”

doctor.

X

X X
My husband is frightfully run down,” said a young wife to the

_* Business worries, perhaps?”’ ‘he suggested.

“No, it can’t be that.  His business has just been wound up.”

X

. X
“Jt was at a cricket match that Roger first proposed to me,” "
‘“He was bold that day.”

said Jane to her friend.

x .

“ Not really,” remarked the friend, ““he was caught !I”’

X

X .

" The soul that is impure, sordid and selfish, is gravitating with

©
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