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THE CHALLENGE OF ENGLISH

THE proceedings of the conferente
, of States’ Education Ministers,
field this week at Delhi, disclose the
't}tf,er confusion prevailing in the
minds of the top leaders of the coun-
try in regard to the language pro-
blem. The question of language Is
bound to loom large in every country
whose population speaks a multipli-
city of languages. But it has assum-
e.d a specially malignant form in
India since the advent of indepen-
dence. A new disease which was not
brevalent in the days of foreign rule
has suddenly reared its head. 1t is
known as linguistic fanaticism and
it threatens to destroy the unity of
the country and lead ultimately 1o

‘the death of national freedom.

As most other evils that beset our
unhappy land this one, known as lin-
guistic fanaticism, is  self-inflicted.
brought about by our own leaders ~=+
the respunsibility for its prevalence

cannot be foisted upon the former
British rulers on whose shoulders so
many of our difficulties are now un-
Justly loaded so that we may escape

‘the blame for their existence and

avoid the task of hard thinking and
finding of proper solutions.

The move to substitute ingi in the
place of English as the lingua franca
of India, and as the language of cen

‘tral administration is the virus that

gave birth to the disease of language
fanaticism. Conflict of languages ac
witnessed in the ©blood strained
streets of Bombay and Ahmedabad,
#n the orgies of communal hatred
prevalent in the villages of the. South

and in the border &Gispules between
States all over India are all symptoms
of a malady whose root cause is Hindi
imperialism. There is no use treat-
ing the symptoms without scotching
the disease. The outward object of
the Hindi imposition is the achieve-
ment of mnational unity. But its
actnal practise has vieided the oppo-
site result of national disintegration.

If we are frank and truthful and
if we base our actions upon facts
without indulging in fanciful theo-
ries and wishful thinking. we should
recognise one basic historic fact, viz.
the political unity of Indla. which we
all recognise to be desirable and wish
te maintain at any cost. was a Bri-
tish accomplishment. It is an un-
pleasant truth which wounds our

vanity. But it is dangeror- . 410r€
it. Before th~ =-su5D advent, India

o asvined into pumerous kingdoms
and principalities each warring
against the other. If we allow our
sentiment to override our sense of
realism we shall continue to go down
the inclined plane and soon the pre-
British state of affairs will be revived
and we shall be faced with the rise
of a multiplicity of militant, warring,
sovereign States in India which may
or may not have linguistic basis.

The second fact which we should
reusenise in our realistic appraisal of
the promiem is that the political unity
of India unde: the British rule was
worked out by tuo spread of the
English language.  Alxough the

. foreign British rule of this suv con-

tinent ., was. sustained by. the exercise
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gi x:;(lzxte;ry povv'er.and the imposition
pelens tlat" superiority and economic
tablé ha .on., nevertheless the inevi-
bringmxstorlc task of giving birth and
bringl %V Ou;l) a ngtive intelligentsia
Shre Ofud gltlmately take full
charge of Fhe u}dustrial, educational
P 1mstra.t1've tasks of future
Bover ';x)nce of tm§ country was shoul-
gered v the Bz:xtish‘ It was not 2
yari of the Br_xtish people and cer'—
mten); tthe British rulers did not
nten, g“l:’estgw any benefit upon
maste_r But history is a funny task
master extracts benefits fron
nost > sgurces_, Even as British "‘
: ayng:; impaosition of the Engi:sxte
tangy g;e Ibrgugl@t about the politicai
unity of Ir;;a 1t'also gave birth to
p o lative In 1ax.1 intelligentsia which
taken fu;gl crx,:r;eltgf“:?nhmd ooy
g:;u;zxrxélc l;?ad.ership (;fe }c)ltl)tl;tl::l:nind
eni ; o:l atsuskt)xe)ry the Indian int;l,—
EnﬁliSh lamguage.en nurtured in  the
o amount of theorisi

:f pz:isrt go}den age angnsrtggar::))out
mtureeagl(ullg _about a gloriou:'
the Englisilu(li&;?lzu;; Y e uence OZ
b e can hi e
O?rli Cfraqt that today the onlyldse e
uitment for the various -:::99

Vi-

~ vind i 3
sonnel 1111%1er\x‘g',mt.hfz supply of the per

Five Year Plans is %ﬁgcution of the

cated Indian intelligentsia. ool

cate . elligentsia. is pau-
make:szsas0 fxg?orfed by the co?sléistlﬁ?‘m
Ay by anndla ‘Who were ca l'on
ey D 8 emotional upsurge rrled
Sroamt qy could create g new hanq
senteng ;)f new earth by passin “
nterin s death upon the 1 g. :
o ellie msl‘?].m The light her;dtan
p ph this death sentef -
on I‘eceivedectlon of the body lr'lce
. prewe fby the public is ev;;)d0 e
tellenne act that some of “the
nveigent 1:)1 tt\telmselves who wereﬂfls
be blas gleey Me sentence wotcomer
that, like all pious sesolutions e
that, 1 ! pious xdsohltions in

ot Y, thls 211€ about Hi po
Sltlon wrould. 500n be fOl‘ tten impo_

of e intelligentsia whgotz:::"é powl
serv-
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ing the former British rulers jumped’
;n the. bgnd wagon of the new Hindi
mpgnahsts. They looked only to:
tfxe immediate cashing of their new
’Lound patriotism by securing high’
E)osts with fat salaries. At the same’
bume thgy hedged in and secured the
’.Jitu‘re t‘or their sons and daughters:
a,:'w,l)egdmg them to the Anglc-Indian.
‘rll ) qn\{ent Schools run by Chris-
L n missionaries, where the medium
Z):hmstruction continued to be Eng-
(i‘; ‘I‘hg stf)ck of Christian missio-

ry institutions shot up sky high as
L;n'ix;ect 'result of the play down of
:n :; ljg'tl'n the public schools. Any
o 4sur i .mg Convent schools would
. bgrlsgd aAt the crowd of motor
s D u}gmg in the children of the
hlg‘hererb and officers in the
. Granks of service in the Con-
e aovemment. The more well-
eis o ﬁgng the intelligentsia sent:
Sos wit ; tﬁan at?road for their stu-
caving ol e phlla.nthropic object of
e ey the available space in the
edia Z.r OI(;I.S ‘where the teaching
NAv he'ld indi and Charka entirely’

he rl ren o.f the poorer classes.
impem‘al_epurcusswns of this Hindi
e i elsm are visible not only in
~ountry Zpread unrest created in the
e s g thhe recommendations of
dlfﬁcultiés . repprt but also in the
aualifod experienced in recruiting
1 personnel to run various

Mhicrmang nd

Plan, er the Second Five Year

Pandit Ne

‘ hru in hj

. is s

g.;ic:he Efiucation Minislt):fs’hczpefn-

- be' ::e ;;t;:isual with him, Warr;t:f;

oo ng to everyho

cegxofa(.il :he equal import:ncgyof iﬁg

Toonal | a;lguage, Hindi and English

and W net to make it appear that

o s ot favouring any one "

o evle n put was intendin tor rond
- iu;tice to an thegtho e

. hree o

_ e made one noteworth;

not be carrj €y in this country can-

ed on
any lan for the :
the | guage but English present in
Important - Of course,

proviso for the

Dresent is tp,
ere as a so
P %o all the-
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reactionaries, the visionaries and the
Jlanguage fanatics. But man lives
.only in the present
Aure is in the lap of the gods. What

(¢

‘we are concerned with in politics is
only the present. The future which
concerns the gods is a matter per-
taining to religion. It is, therefore, &

and the fu- the medium of
science. The medium of higher edu-
[
panging fire. Bul we are thankful fer
small mercies shown to us and
we heartily welcome this sign of

5
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Jish compulsory at all leveis of edu-

ation and above all retaining it as
higher education in

ation in the numanities is still left

in our rulers. Let us hope

noteworthy admission by the Prime sanity
wisdom has not dawnead

Minister and we seem to be treading
on hard ground after all in our poli-
txcall affairs when we proceed on the
basis that scientific and technological
education will be imparted to the
youth of the country in the English
language, notwithstanding the func-
tioning of several committees and
research boards and the wasting ol
crores of money for the purpose o}
inventing new words in Hindl and i1
other languages to substitute English
words.
OfNeedXess .to say, the conference
Education Ministers has en-
dorsed the suggestion of the Prime
Mn_uster and has passed formal reso-
lutions making the learning of Eng-

that the level O

that
on them too late. There is already &

growing complaint that

entering univer
knowledge of English that they are

students
sities have such poor

w their lessons and
f education has sunk
o low that the value of the degrees
pestowed by our universities count
simost for nothing. The resoclution
of the Education Ministers, if carried
out in the proper spirit and with
requisite speed, will g0 2 great way
in arresting the decay of our educa-
tional institutions and will pave the
way for the production of compe-
tent personnel to carry forward the
Five Year Plans to success.

anable 10 follo

SIDELIGHTS : :

THE ruling party in Hungary has
. decided that the names of lv-
ing persons should not be ziven tG
S‘tate factories, enterprises, co-Opera~
t}VeS and social and cultural institu-
tions: and that those already having
such names should be changed. This
is obviously an attempt to implement
the decision to abolish the personality
C}U-t as a consequence of the denigra-
t{(’n of Stalin. Such happenings in-
side the Iron Curtain should stimu-
late our thinking although we have
not yet begun, in this country, any
attempt to abolish our personality

cult and the process of denigration of
our idols is yet to begin. Looking
varound our cities, however, the
thought occurs to us how much pret-
tier they would look if all the statues
-which disfigure the public highways

and obstruct traffic are removed. How
much prettier our parks would be if
the ugly sign poards bearing the
names of jocal celebrities were dis-
posed off! But the ugliest things
which flaunt us in our face and in-
sult our intelligence are the statues
of living persons which proclaim the
continuation of the strangle hold that
certain persons have secured over
those institutions dominated by their
statues. Hero worship of a dead per-
son is common enocugh and may be
pardoned as 2 human fraitity. But
ihe celebration of one’s own gran-
deur and 2 public exhibition of one’s
continuing rapacity is unpardonable

moral depravity. There is & talk now

of removing from oOur public high-

es of our ex-rulers. All

ways the statu
the persons represented by these sta-
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tues are dead and gone and their

memories no tonger excite any emo-
tions in the onlooker. But there is
an imperative need to remove the
statues of the gthers who do recail
sentiments not conducive to the
growth of civic or political harmony.
In any case, in the interests of the
Tuture generation who are entitied to
a clean slate for working gut the
destiny of india, all these stone
images and the bronge wares which
disfigure our highways and the
boards proctainling false proprietor-
ships over ouy parks and pub-

lic institutions stwould be removed
forthwith.

* * *

The peopie of India have bheen
shocked hy the heavy toll in loss of
lives extracted by the railway disaster
at Mahabubnagar. Gur sympathies 20
out o the families of everyone of the
numerous victims whose lives came
to an unexpected and tragic end. On
the face of it, it locks as though the
tragedy was the result of criminal
negligence on the part of the railway
staff. The rfact that a similar tra.-
gedy was enacted g few months ago
in that same region and the
serious fact that

which collapsed and caused this par-
Heular disaster was known to be weak
and, therefore, under constant Supet-

vision by the railway authorities, and
the still more serious fact that vain
attempts were made by the workmen
in eharge to Stap traffic on the bridee
20 t0 prove that there ig somethine
rotten in the Very set up of railwa;’
administration in this

it may be admitted that such disas-
ters cannot he altogether Prevented
and tragedies may occur in the best
administered railway systems, it
seems new tg he quite evident that
these accidents are more frequent in
India especially after the advent of
our independence and that they have

th the new politi-
ca:l set up,.. We would recall to the
minds of our.readers the incident that
occurred  in Ahmedabad last week,

more

the very bridge |

when My, Morarji Desai,‘ the_ Ch-f‘g:
Minister, held up a mail .tram the
halt-an-hour just to give himself the

opportunity to harangue his flfiimé;
rers which opportunity was denie

him by the citizens of Ahmedabad
resident cutside the railway gabes.
The questicn arises as to whether the
railways exist in this country for the
service of the people or whether they
are there for the greater glorification
of the ruling party and their big wigs
Ii the former is the objective the
entire energies of the staff should.be
geared fowards an efficient running
of the system which should functimz
a3 an integrated clock work so tha
even the Prime Minister could I}Ot
interfere with the running of ’tramS
or delay the starting of an engine py
a single second to suit his conveni—
ence. But if the latter is the objec-
tive, then the entire outlook of the
staff changes and the station masters,
the engine drivers and the guards
ook to the personalities of the pas-
sengers and are more concerned 00
SUit the convenience of the pOWers
that be than in running the trains
according to the time schedule or It
keeping the machinery under perfect
repair. It is this mental outlook am;
the emotional accompaniment @

such outlook which is responsible $or
the efficiency and the safety of #he
railways and no lecal enquiries M-
tended merely to fix the blame wpoR
some uniucky individual who happen-
ed to be at a trouble spot and !

make him a scape-goat, Wil
Serve the purpose. There is no ws?
In treating a symptom without diag-
nosing the disease. It is the minis-
ters and the party whom they repre-
sent and the outlook which they have
brought to the railway administration
that are responsible for the Maha-
bubnagar disaster and not the poor
gang coolies and the supervisors _Who
merely obey orders. The underlings
are the mirrors which reflect the atbi-
tude of the top men. It is no use
breaking the mirrors to hide the
ugliness of the face. i
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AWARANERA

T

“e llave lt on ‘ll(" by 0 uttﬁled S[lould Q blatax}tly ef e t()
3 refus
i f
A REY authorl

)r. John Mathai, the ex—Finar{ce
Minister of India, that the entire
ideology of Pandit Nehru and the
present Congress hierarchy 1s 1o
direct conflict with that held by
Mahatma Gandhi. [n his conv‘oca—
tion address to the Calcutta Univer-
sity on  September Ist, Dr. Mathal
expatiated on the relationship bet-
ween the Individual and the State.
It is an undisputed fact that gvery
State, even a State functioning in a_n
advanced country under ideal cond:-
ticns, is just the exercise of force 70
prevent the commission of certf“;l
acts by its citizens. The acts which
are disapproved of by the State mas;
vary from country to country, bu
the fact remains that the disapprovg{
amounts to a prohibition which is
enforced by force. It follows that an
advacate af non-violence §hould
actively strive for the abolition of
the State in any and every form‘. In
this matter, as Dr. Mathai has pointed
out, Gandhi was a I‘olloweg 0(1;
Tolstoy and Kropotkin who behevie
in the gradual fading out of the Sfth
and the substitution of the admm'h-
tration of men by the administram(t)ln
of goods for which, of course, © g
exercise of force is unnecessa.ry an
is indeed irrelevant and meamngles:&
The Gandhian ideology, thereforg, xf
the direct opposite of the Marxxsme
Leninism which bestows supl‘eq’;
power on the State which gradua qyt
extends its so called publ'ic sectorc t;r
the expense of the p_nyate se o
until all economic activities of P o
duction, distribution and exchamr_;,,d
are controlled by the Stai:elaar
every worker, whether .manua poe
intellectual, is turned into 2 W

- cY.
slave of an all powerful burfaucra y
- -

It is one of the ironies of h.lstokl‘sol
that the titular heirs of Gandhxél:v éf
have put on the spiritual man e cf
the dead Mahatma and who proc an‘d
from the house tops, in season By
out of season, their cm’xtxmxed.loyever
to every word that Gandhi ,

follow the spirit. of Ga:ldhgfla;za;cat;
i and should in fact ¢
i:;lg; merge with the very opponents

of Gandhism, the 'Communi:;sé
Gandhi stood for the liberty of
individual. . .

The trouble with Ga.n@hi wha;z
his extremism. He carrledtrml;a
libertarianism to such aq e{( e
limit that he wanted every md“:i ua

i hat he nee
o lead such a life t .
;coe dependent uponf thteh la:g:rr k!(zlaf»
indivi I e
nother individual. :
fnovement sponsored by hlrtn \;13:: igg'
. o i )
eaning or mgmﬁcance. ‘
:; is now wrongly consxd;)red t;:re hl;
t rev
lowers, an attemp ‘ >
ii%lad industry, but really an 1]1‘115;1‘6.5‘
tion of a method by Whl.ch all in “to
tries could be decentralised so asme
afford the maximum liberty to
individual. . .

Instead of carrying gn a fmoivrc;:
ment of decentralisation o0 n
dustries in India in the . tmt?rtt:hru
that Gandhi intended, Pandi A
and other professed folloxy e
Gandhi have now, under then;;0 e
Year Plans openly gone over e
camp of the Ccommunists W'nslst«
the opponents of Gandhism by tlr o
ing upon centralised adn}ims o
lr;gmost of the indust;mes,ctleaw&m;gl
1 ivate sector
i -com for the priva ! d
llitgleséggg for the decentxjalisat;ot?n;_t
inaustries in the Gandhian sr: part~v
¥e in India under Congres ard‘s
“ e are well on the way to:lv s
gzxr;lmunist total'1ta.riamisrtx;1 ean Gar.“

ing y from

fast moving a“{a e

dhian ideal of llbe‘rtana 1

ol i 1s among the
onflict of idea .

Thle)e:s of the Central Qabxr{t;_tt ar;((l)
he Prime Minister's inabi 1dy N
tttltf)ose petween the ideals v?ix:h th:e
?’idiculous attempts t%hhlé;‘z e are
' and to run W.l .
h?un('lhc tg the fore in the matter (:r
e roposal %o introduce DOW?S
e pso as to enhance the earnmrg
loorr)r;’sc“y of the handloom weaver.
cal 3
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D1 course, a powerloom weaver has

on easier and less tiresome tagk and

€arns more wages than g handloom
weaver., Mr,

T. T, Krishnamachari
and those of hig way of thinking
mnsist that the Poor handloom weg-
ver who has been condemned for
ages past to eke out

a miserable Jjv-
mg at a very low

acquisition of the
will yield g higher

wage and win
“utomatically increase the lever of
his life.
* * *
But  there

arises  the OpPoSi-
Uon in al jtg fury fro

m the pseudo-
Sandhian reactionary camp which
‘annoct tolerate any machinery at all,
Trespective  gf the fact whether it

machi~
and, therefore, oblects

SHOWMANSHIp

She wore her gartey we))
For men tq see,

Gaily she wore it,

Bravely she bare it,

A light blye garter with 4
She wore it well,

As many a man couid tel}.
"And were, indeed,

to tl‘e ultr()du(.tl()ll Oi t‘lle I

ion-
Joom. It is easy for these ;%acjtgm_
aries to inflame the poor & ct up B
rant handloom weavers to S of the
hue and cry against the bO;gtho take
powerloom which is SupI)OS_e. {ouths.
away the bread from thelr Congress
Already, the Tamilnad solution
Committee has passed a lm an
condemning  the powerloot should
insisting that the Governmenmvis“m <
not put into operation the 11;)n ot
ot the Second Five Year P ?verlooms
ing to the introduction of po sing 2
:n the State. We are w1tx;§rces of
tug-of-war between the < on the
enlightenment and progres " arkness
cne side and the forces Of' Pandit
and reaction on the 0@18% erying
Nehru stands in the middle ceches
hoarse and delivering long Sg one
supporting alternatively m‘)de The
side and then the opposite si ol of
resiilt will he decided by the D orits.
bopular emotions and not on I

below the knee

red rogette:

not likely 1o forget:
She ware it,as 1

For you and me to see.
Now, Herr Professo
A monograph of note:
A learned treatise
Just why she wore
It was, he said
And did not indi

1t so.

aid, below the knee

T Freugd. Vienna, wrote

Wrote to show

—BaYarp SIVMONS

¢
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AGE OF THE AUTOMATION
By MATTHEW HALTON

W ] .
hat’s wrong if a man can produce as much by working one

d;zy as by working_ siz? Handled properly, automation could bring
aboul a new world of human happiness.

THE age we live in is at once the

most excitingly hopeful and the
mpst dreadfully frightening in the
history of mankind. In the develop-
m.ent of our species from its begin-
ning towards its final destiny, it is
in our time that this thing has come
about._ On the one hand, because o1
our scientific discoveries, the human
raceé can now commit suicide: on the
ojcher hand, because of our discove-
ries, we are on the edge of the golden
age. If muscular toil is in fact tho
gurse of Adam, automation is remov-
ing it.

Automation means, of course, the
subst.itution of human labour both
physxgal and mental, by machines.
Man is no cleverer than he ever was,
put he %s always learning; and now,
in our time, accumulated experience
has suddenly flowered into the robot
revolution, in which electronic brains
of fantastic precision and mechani-
cal muscles of extraordinary power
do Fhe work formerly done by human
brains and human muscles.

Automation is not really new
except for the word itself. it began’
after all, with the discovery of thé
wtlleel 20,000 years ago. The Indus-
trial Revolution of 150 years ago wos
a speeding up of the process by which
n'lachines, operating under automa-
tic control, do the work of hands
But thanks largely to two world
yvars and the stimulus thevy gave to
mventiop, and thanks to electronics
we see in our day an enormoué
acceleration of the process begun in
the Industrial Revolution. It has
brought startling new possibilitieé
of productivity, wealth and leisure to
the human race.

Economic Dislocation

But it has brought frightening
possibilities, too. The robot has
mastered toil, but unless the robot is
mastered by farsighted planning W¢
will face serious social and economic
dislocations. Automation will pub
men and women out of work. It is
doing so already. In the U. S, it
the last two years, robots have
enabled industry to dispense with 11
per cent of its production wOrkers.
Abcut 10 per cent of U. S. industry is
automated today. What will be the
situation when this is 50 or 70 per
cent?

If our collective intelligence IS
working automation should be 19
threat. Automation should bring
employment and happiness, not un-
employment and misery. If the worid
is made rich by the machines, with
their unexampled productivity, whY
can’t these riches be divided fairly
among all men? What's wrong if 2
man can do as much by working oné
day a week as by working six?
Machinery will create more employ~
ment, not less—but it will be more
creative employment. This is a time
for unions, employers and Govern-
ment to plan in advance for the
transformation  facing scciety. If
they can do it, the golden age 18
around the corner for our children.

Industrial Miracles

The electronic brain is simply 270
automatic memory, an infinitely ré-
fined development of the adding-

machine. There is one at Manches- .

ter University which recently wrote
a love letter, beginning “Honey dear,
my sympathetic affection beautifully
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attracts your affectionate enthusi-
asm.” The electronic brain can play
a reasonably good game of chess.
When enough stimuli are fed into
the tape the right response must
come out. We have not yet improved
on nature. Our radar system is not
as delicate and accurate as that in
the wings of the bat. But our robot
brains, still in their infancy, are
a%ready producing industrial mira-
cles.

Look at a few examples:

‘Ninety per cent of the electric
light bulbs wused in the U. S. are
made by 14 machines.

In the U. S. oil industry there is
one £18,000,000 factory operated hy
remote control and run by only 12
men. In the British oil industry
there is one machine which enables
four men to regulate the processing
of 5,500,000 gallons of crude oil a
day. In a new refinery now being
built there are instruments which
will run the entire process without
human hands.

Robot As Painter

In a U. S. factory there is an elec-
tronically run painting machine. It
goes through the factory by itself
looking for machines that need
painting, finds them without human
aid and paints them without human
aid.

In Russia there is a factory, man-
ned by only 10 men, which turns out
all the piston heads for the whole
Russian light car industry. Russia,

though still far behind the U. S. in -

automation, is making spectacular
advances.

In one Ford factory 250 men do
the work that reqguired 2,500 men
only 10 years ago. Pittsburg is
building a new power plant in which
only six men will produce the electri-
city for the whole city.

.In the field of radio communica-
tion, at a new extension to the Bri-
tish General Post Office radio station
at Rugby, 28 new high-power trans-
mitters can be started, stopped,
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changed to different wave lengths,
and connected to different aerials as
required, simply by turning switches
and pressing buttons at a central
control position. o

In the British steel industry, the
30-ton furnace charged by manual
labour has been replaced by the 200
to 300-ton furnace mechanically
charged, and the output per furnace
has risen from 400 to 4,000 tons a
week, The cogging mill that used to
turn out 150 tons a shift is replaced
by one, operated by only three men,
which turns out 4,000 tons a shift.

The electronic brain is completely
transforming office work and research
work. It is dispensing with human
hands and leaving human brains free
for more important tasks. n
New York one machine calculates
the salaries, taxes and pensions of
200.000 city employees. Automatic
computers in British income tax
headquarters do in three hours’ work
what formerly took three weeks.
Nine Years’ Work In A Day

A robot machine can take two
numbers each of 125 digits, multi-
ply them, and give the answer in a
third of a second. There are com-
paratively simple electronic compu-
ters which do in one day, work that
would take a clerk nine years to do.

1t is estimated that within 10 years
80 per cent of the clerical work new
done in London by stenographers
and clerks will be done by machines.

And automation is only in its
infancy. The day is almost certainly
within sight, as one writer says, when
in every factory whether producing
corn-flakes or cars, robot, “will start
and stop production lines, supervise
all the machines, correct faulty work-
manship, inspect the finished pio-
duct, package it and ship it out to
customers.” The prospect for man-
kind is dazzling.
The Golden Age

Whether we like it or not, it ie
surely obvious that automation is
going to demand sustained communal
action. The robot revolution will
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offer us Utopia—on condition that
we solve certain problems:
) 1. How sha!l industry be organized
in the day, not far away, when
automation can do all the work in
four, three or perhaps two days a
week? Tremendously increased pro-
duetion will be accompanied by tre-
mendously increased leisure. In the
U. 8. the Ford and General Motors
con}panies have now guaranteea
their employees a minimum annual
wage, But what happens when
éxt;x;omation is so developed that
re are no j
woter 9 jobs for many of the
2. How shall we arrane i-
table distribution of 1abgoeu1i?n '1?1?::6
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will always be some dirty, laborious
or dangerous jobs that robots cannot
do; and there will always be braif~
work, such as teaching, that robots
cannot do.

3. Above all, perhaps, how are W€
going to solve the social and edu~
cational problems of leisure? HOW
many of us could endure a world in
which work was necessary only three
cr four days a week?

Automation offers us the goldent
age. But it could be a serious dan-
ger, too, to the whole structure of
Society unless our collective intelli-
gence plans in advance.

WILL KERALA GO RED?
By PAUL V. KUNNIL

THIS question is being aiscussed
and debated in politic i

: al circles

itkllroughout India. Even outside India

Ke results of the next elecions in
erala are awaited with interest.

The Congrass Socialist Party was
;klleKl;rreaeidmg ground of Communists
o t& . E,M.S'. Namboodiripad,
Commne op-ranking leaders of the
b 1st Party of India today, was
e eneral Secretary of the C. §. P
n g(r)ala. ?hanks to hiy act.ivities‘
mmunist Party had ’

¢ a stron
fgllowmg among the working class i;gl
eraia when the C.S.p. ieadership

fnally severed itg connections with
the All India C. 8. p. Its memba

had full control of the Ali In:i'rs
Tradl_e Unicn  Congress in Malab -
Ccchin and Travancore. "

In the first elections held j r
vancore and Cochin aftex}dirllr(;egéi-
dence the Communists were rou*eri
thoropghly. Most of them lost thleir
deposits. The State Congress and
the Praja Mandal Parties were
returned with absolute majorities
The Communists, though vanquished.

did not lose heart. They were COB~
vinced that the ballot would not helP
them to win power. Hence theY
turned to the bullet.

The remnants of the C. S. P. of
Kerala were reorganised under the
leadership of able men like R. M
Manakkalath, Mathai Manjuran, Sri~
kantan Nair and Dr. K. B. Menon.
In 1948 the C. S. P. broke with the
Congress and emerged as the Socis~
list Party. The Kerala branch of the
Socialist Party shortly left the parent
body and a new Kerala Socia-
list Party was formed with the object
qf establishing an Independent Socla-
list Kerala State. The ideology ©f
this .Party was Marxism-Leninisnt,
and it was always willing to co-Ope€~
rate with the Communist Party
There was a further split in the
K. 8. P. into the K. S. P. and the

R. S P (Revolutionary Socialist
Party).

Thfz Calcutta Thesis of the Com-
munist Party (1948) held that £
Communist State could be formed if
India only through an armed insur-
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rection. The Kerala Communists
were the first te induige in violent
acts. They attacked police stations
and murdered constables and peace-
ful citizens. The abortive revolution
revealed that the Communists did
not enjoy the support of the masses.
Yet the “witch hunting” and the un-
statesman-like tackling of the ques-

tion turned many people into fellow
travellers.

Most of the Communist leaders
were either in jail or in hiding when
the revolution was abandoned, in
favour of United Front tactics. Con-
Ssequently many of the leaders con-
tested the 1951 General Elections
as Independents. A number of them
were returned and these “heroes”
were given a great welcome into the
bolitical arena of the State.

'I_‘he Congress Party had lost much
of its vigour due to internal factions
anq s.trifes and mis-government. Its
Majority was considerably reduced at
the 1951 elections. Again, Pattom
Thanu Pillai had by then left the
Congress and had gone over to the
Praja Socialist Party.

~ The crisis in 1953, which was caus-
ed by the Travancore Tamilnad Con-
gress Party which left the Congress
coalition, further helped the Com-
Mmunists to win more seats. By now
they were recognised as the chief
Opposition Party. Even though they
did not have any strong hold over the
Intellectuals or the middle classes,
they enjoyed the confidence of the
working class. The corruption in the
Congress ranks also enabled the Com-
munists to win mass support.

The Communists and their sup-
borters are in control of a good per-
centage of the local bodies of Kerala.
They are a force in many of the
municipalities of Kerala.

It is difficult to forecast the likely
strength of the various parties in the
new Xerala Legislative Assembly.
The Communists claim that they will
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form the Government after the 1857
general elections. They expect that
they will be able to form a United
Front of Leftists for the purpose of
contesting the election. So far only
the R. S. P. has expressed its willing-
ness to join the front. The P. 8. P.
has not yet made up its mind. It will
have to bow down befcre the decision
of its National Council which is
meeting shortly. The K. S. P. has
called for an All Party Government
and it is not likely tc enter into an
alliance with the Communists. The
new Socialist Party has declared that
it does not favour a United Front cf
Leftists under the Communist leader-
ship. Hence there is no likelihood
of all the opposition Parties in Kerala
uniting to oppose the Congress.

The Congress in Keraiza is a house
divided against itself. InT. C. as well
as in Malabar, the Congress is sufter-
ing from internal feuds. One faction
in the T. C. Congress, led by Kumba-
lathu Sanku Pillai has openly said
that it would come tc an electoral
understanding with the leftists if the
official Congress did not accept their
demands. But the official Congress
leadership of the State does not want
to sacrifice principles for the sake of
pleasing the rebels.

T. C. under President's rule is quite
normal. The political parties have
not yet started their election canvas-~
sing. Communists are trying their
utmost to build up a common front
of all anti-Congress forces. The
Congress is calling itseif a Socialist
Party and is trying te win the sup-
port of the lower classes.

It can be said that there is very
little chance of the reds forming a
Government in the newly formed
state of Kerala. The prestige of the
C. P. I is at a low ebb once again.
The “Stalin episode” has given them
a mortal blow. It would take years
pefore the C. P. I. reccvers from its

effects.

A—————— F
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FARCE

By Y. S. R. CHANDRAN

TH;: tchild is the father of man:
_dut  very few men re :
their childhood: their feeblem:cﬁxé?i?;
gmd their incoherent babble where-
Irﬁom h_as evolved respectively a pre-
gussessmg gait and captivating style.
he grown up man disdains to re-
ia;ll the stages of his development:
r;mrir:;y even'feel outraged to ‘::é
childhoe?i of hls. §1umsy deeds in his
wdnts 'S and m'dlculously enough he
o 0 glory in the hallucination
i.za he t}as eéver been an adult. The:
rli:llpd recelved and the inspiration de-
_tn: Ca':xrre seldom acknowledged: and
dons eeélstvfeels _belit’cled or even
arA ged, when his early struggles
;3 recounted. Similarly it is for-
%i)ntﬁn that the well~known art pa;’;—
d_evebloof dtragedy and comedy are the
festatige and the sublimateq mani-
rost forns‘of the earlier ang the cru-
el artr;nst gf me;odrama and farce
mammalz t:zvi “tjal creator and aé
: een the fi -
E(:fr;llp;; Z;i\({:;eiuotr;; amusing ;rslti tg-
: ¥y their sheer gj
o size, fol-
m‘::xi,d ;Jop lta(};ro tkixfl la;;est experimen‘t,
e r
:Ir?(;xsement starts witheallr:z)rgef-palit’
and s(?;row and terror with bl’oo‘d}—,
prae iSa 1grge scale. The economy
> Is a later development and i;\
§ earlier plethora, the appeal to pi ‘
or laughter is made at heavy cg;t‘y

but every experiment had itg value

and made a contri i
and | ribution to the art-

Music must hgve be

tatlot} of all the sounds; sculpt

cevrtam forms; and paintiz'ngpo;ue o
?am colours in nature. These o
ing ur_)der the moulding inﬁuensom-
the gifted people of the succese 'Of
ages, have now come to occupy tlfwe
po§itions of rank and supremacy OSI(;
this process of stripping up- is co.nti
nued and this delving into origins is
remorselessly taken up, neither ma1:

gun as an imi-

nor art can boast of a pedigree. The
wholesale burning down of a Villag®
for producing the effect of terror and
pity, may be regarded barbaric an
the same effect may be produced DY
the frugal art of Shakespeare, in th€
simple dropping of a nandkerchief-
But both have conveyed the effect
intended in their time and one mMus
not be derided because of the other:
The prim modern could have 120
existence to speak of, if there had not
been the shaggy and nude ancestor:
Adam. The super-sensitiveness and
the over-refinement of the present
day are the result of ages and the
gradual wearing out of the rugged-
ness, the callousness and the coarsé”
ness of man by the waves of tme
Still the curious fact remains th%t
the barbaric and the refined, the P¥\”
mitive and the polished co-exist
What is taboo in serious art has 2l
most now become the staple of the
screen wherein arson and other sen”
sational and spectacular acts, are 10
only welcome but expected and fof
which it is largely patronised. What
a capricious animal man is and how¥
quickly a principle of art, no sooner
laid down, than is outmoded by 2
change in his taste!

.D rama must have had its origin it
mimetic action starting with gestur®
and dance, acquiring in the course of
its advancement, dialogue and plob
and later characterisation. Farthel
back in the history of drama, ther®
have been the dumb-show and the
morality with the familiar character
of the vice, whose primary function
Is to amuse. In fact there have beel
Such good comic actors who with 2
single wink or grimace could Pro-
du(.:e beals of laughter, that a play-
wright could ill-afford to lose the ser~
Vices of and has been obliged to en-
Sure the success of his plays, by pPro-
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\{iding parts for such comuc celebri-
ties like Tarleton and Kemp. These
clowns are even known to have gone
beyond the text—which by the way
has become a matter of complaint
}”or Shakespeare—and indulge in an
impromptu give and take with the
aud.ier.*-ce. The word Farce itself is
derlx{ed from the Latin expression
Farcio meaning ‘I stuff’ Therefore
Farce is a piece stuffed with low
k}umour and vulgar wit; having for
its situation a realistic comic inci-
dent; and for its plot anything broad
and coarse from tomfoolery to tricks.

Futility seems to be the meed of all
efforts to compartmentalise or rigidiy
differentiate the art forms since in
one pattern there may be the ele-
ments of a different form. A comedy
may have a tragic element and a tra-
gedy may have a comic element and
it is puerile to draw a hard and fast
hpe. Presumably it may lead to hap-
bter and more accurate results, if a
classification is attempted by the
a}*biter: the sum-total of the impres-
smn. left on the mind. Merchant cf
Venice is not less tragic because of
the conventional happy ending and
therefore what is mcst material is
the impression left whether it is light
Oor dark. If light it may be consi-
d,fared a comedy and dark a tradegyv.
Similarly farce can be differentiated
from great drama by an appeal which
iIs lighter in the case of the former
and lasting in the case of the
latter. If exaggeration is the very
breath of farce and the un-
folding of wvulgar, irrational and
at times impossible tricks is the
pulse of its life; characterisation, 2
make-believe and an inwardness of
appeal are what make for a great
drama. The stress in a farce is al-
ways on the external or the physical
as. In the case of a Don Quixote bat-
tling with a wind-mill or a Falstaff
being conscious of his ton of fat. But
In great drama the shift is towards
the spiritual or inward conflict and
characterisation as in the case of 2
divided loyalty of an Antigone Or
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Brutus. If Shakespeare has painted
a world of character of inward tra-
gedy, the moderns go a step further
and probe into the world of the sub-
conscious. Thus differentiated from
great drama, farce has a few points
in common with melodrama, namely
the incident and the readiness to
sacrifice characterisation for the sake
of cheap effect.

The audience of 1675 evinced a
taste for weaker and frailer types of
humourous drama; and three act
plays were vogue for a time, leaving
nct encugh room for a broad display
of either plot or characterisation.
Such plays give themselves the rein,
indulge in exaggeration, vulgarity
and coarseness, the main intent be-
ing somehow to amuse. Practical
jokes, horse-play, traps and disgui-
ses, even physical deformities and
rough tarring and feathering, pass
muster for fun and mirth: allowabie
in a farce or perhaps are the only
distinguishable marks of a farce.

Farce, therefore, by the very nature
of its limited length of three acts, has
to suffer a few disabilities. The in-
sufficiency of space practically leaves
no scope for the elaboration of plot,
or the nicieties of dialogue, or the
revelation of character. Quick effects
are aimed at and maximum mirth in
2 minimum measure of time seems
to be the motto. What a buffoon
does in a circus, that a farce should
do for an audience. These limita-
tions are sought to be covered up by
a sketch of an incredible situation
which passes question by the boiste-
rous hilarity it creates. Even as the
puffcon invites laughter on himself
by his antics, the physical characte-
risties of the situation itself even as
the automatic feeder in Charlie
Chaplin’s Modern Times, may be pro-
vocative of laughter.

Tom Toiler and his wife which
occupies a place of considerable im-
portance in the history of farce
delights us merely by playing the
trick of a substitute. There is
reflected In the play the toplcality
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of 1_;he Elizabethan times: the people
‘tak;ng pleasure in witnessing a wife
taking the dominant role of beating
the husband for DPleasure or some-
times into submission. Tom Strife
appears just when his wife is hob-
nobbing with her gossips, Sturdie and
Tipple, before whom with the inten-
tion of displaying her power over
her worse-half, she subjects him to a
sound cudgelling. Poor Tom runs
away to his friend, Tom Taylor and
confides in him aJ the troubles ta
which he is put to by his wife. The
frienq .Taylor plays the strategem of
appgarmg before Strife with cudgel
butting on her husband’s coat and
returns blow for blow, reducing her
to crass humiliation. The husband
confesses the trick later and is re-
warded with g double measure of
thrashing. wite beating a hushand
is comie, since it is out of the way
and unnatural for the weaker sex
to be so aggressive; the situation it-
self is fantastic; the poetic  justice
visited on .the wife by an obliging
friend by the substitute trick is funny
since the husband soliciting the help,
and advice of 3 friend to protect
himself from the tyranny of a wite
Is always something incongruous:
?.nd the uxoriousness of the husbané
-in cqnfessing the trick to regain her
love "is ridiculous In the extreme
since it appears ag if his love improves
ix3 direct ratio to the thrashings admt
nistered, there ig neither mych o;’
i1;101; nor. characterisation but there
: ts;;)fllickmg fun in the very situation
. ot the husband’s place being
taken wup by the wife in the first
instance; by the friend in the second
instance: ang lastly in the wife’,
regaining her po. o
by the husband’s stupidity,

The Lottery, g Farce by Flelding,

next deserves attention to Mustrate

the fact that the technique of Farce

-is largely dependent on ext
- 'y r -
‘gance of situation. Chloe, a cou:‘ir::y
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"girl, purchases a lottery ticket and
comes to London expecting to win 2
fortune of £10,000, Such is her con-
fidence that she lives in an illusim'_l
that she has already won the fortune;
her confidence is so infectitous thaf

she creates the illusion that she 1S .

already worth that much; the resul
is, even the most worldly-wise and
sharpers become deceived by her
airs. The whole fun lies in the girl's
simplicity of thinking that a meré
purchase of a rafe ticket fetches 2
fortune; next is the conviction of
coming prosperity driving her t©
London, making her behave therein
with the airs of a duchess; and lastly
her flattering illusions about herself
culminating in the cheats and other
wary folk deceiving themselves. Here
too the situation is Incredible bub
once it is conceded the rest follows 2
sequence of its own.

Another farce by the same author,
Old Debauche, may be rapidly glanc.ed
at to have an idea of the materia !
that goes into a farce. A jesult is 12
love with a girl but the girl's beart
is pledged elsewhere and his atten-
tions' become increasingly alarming.
On the advice of her lover she encou~
rages the jesuit; but just when he
attempts to seduce her, he discOvers
the mistake that it is not he that the
girl is in love with but her lover who
pitilessly exposes him. Here the
situation is less incredible but more
common-place; yet this is a situ-
ation immensely provocative of
laughter since the idee fize of 10V
its blindness, makes him act to the
last moment unaware of the reality
till it is sprung rudely on him. The€
wooden rigidity and automatism 10
which his mind is reduced are the
sources of the fun, the farce, here.
But the type of humour is too 10W;
It is vulgar and can only gain recog-
nition as low comedy.

(To be concluded)
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THE UNDESERVED REWARD
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UR district officer is a man of

learning. He has done conside-
rable research in History and in old
coins. God alone knows how he
finds the time for it, in the midst of
his official duties. I have read his
works and am a secret admirer of
his. His being the district officer is,
however, a barvier between us. I am
certain that if I take the initiative
in meeting him, it would as usual be
misconstrued. And I am not pre-
Dbared for this at any cost. I am one
of those who are against inviting
government officials even to preside
Over public functions. Whenever 1
hear that a school, a hospital or a
widows’ home has been named after
a Governor, I feel sorry at the men-
tality of my countrymen.

One day I was asked by the district
officer to come and see him. I found
Mmyself in a predicament. The
friends whom I consuited, advised
Mme not to go. Their argument was
that if it had been in connection
With some official matter then I had
ho choice. But in this case I had
been asked to come for a private
interview and it was not obligatory
for me to go. They even suggested
that I had been insulted by being
Summoned like this. “If he is =0
keen to meet you,” they said, “why
does'nt he come to -see you? Whan
Wwill these Indian officers realise that
outside the office they are as good Or
as bad as any other person? Pro-
bably they cannot forget that they
are officers even when they are with
their wives.” Another friend who
kept a treasure-chest of jokes about
government officers, related the story
of an officer who went to his parents-
in-law to fetch his wife. When the
father-in-law insisted that the girl

By Prem Chand W

shculd be allowed to stay on with
them for another month, the officer
came back enraged and issued sum-
mons for the arrest of the father-in-
law. The next day the old man came
with the daughter and begged for-
giveness. In his opinion these dis-
trict officers were a snooty lot and
he advised me to keep away from
them. His contention was that since
I was not interested in a Naib Teh-
sildari or a recommendation for my
son there was precious little that I
could expect to gain from his acqu-
aintance. If I wrote a story or an
article which was considered sedi-
tious I would anyhow be arrested
and no mercy would be shown to me
merely because I knew the district
officer.

However, 1 did not follow the wis¢
ccunsels of my friends. To turn
down a request merely because it was
from the district officer appeared to
me against all cannons of good man-
ners. Undoubtedly if he had come
te see me it would not have led to any
loss of prestige for him. But, after
all, a district officer is an important
personage in this country and a
writer is an ordinary individual. Tt
is not like England or America whege
even a Prime Minister would consi-
der it an honour to visit a writer.
This is India where poets crowd
round every rich man, where writers
go uninvited to coronations in th'e
hope of getting rewards. “He lb
the district officer”, I said to my_seat,
«“and you are an ordinary writer.
When you are so proud of yourself,
why should’'nt he be—he vivho is the
virtual King of the distnct.. Whe-
ther you call it weakness, foolishness
or pride, it is understandable in 2
man of his position. And besides, if
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he had come to your house won't it
fave created a first ciass problem for
you? 'There is not even a  decent
chair in your house. You are used
to twenty-four-for-three-pies Bidis.
Where would vou have got the expen-
slve  cigars for him? You do not
even knaw their name or where they
¢an be purchased. Thank God that
ng did not come to see you; other-
Wwise you would have had to spend
at least four or five rupees and yet
fen_el that you were not able to enter-
tain him properly. And if through
your bad luck hijs wife also came
would your wite have been able t(;
entertain her? One can live in one's
own ho.use in rags but ean any self-
respectx.ng Person bear the thought
of mj&kmg his  poverty a topic of
drawing room conversation for
others? You would not have been
able to utter a word before his wife

and would have pra,
ved for the e
1o open up and take you in.” arth

With all these
@ind, 1 decided to
district officer. 1 stayed with him
f:f soxqetime and we talked about
:‘mgs m‘ general.  His behaviour
did not give me any reaso

eonsiderations in
80 and visit the

. to com-
Plain. Although 1 gig at

‘ not attach
importance tg thig meeting, pe(i;]li

saon came to know of it and in g
circles it came to be known u:g;nel:
vaz;is a great friend of the district
s’ms:;, mSeome ev;en said that he con-
on all import '
I could have easily fakein:xdx:l: s
of the situation. A drownin ntag‘e
catches even g straw. It woildmaa
have been difficult for me to con .not
people that through me they cou
get faveurs from the district og;) ey
But I considered this as down ieht.
mean and dishonest. Many pl;:c%h‘t’
came {0 me-—-some had grud;;i

against the Police, some

tell about the highhandegﬁgsstaggstgo
Incpme Tax officlals, others co :
p¥amed about discrimination in 31;
district office where undeservinz

people were getiing promotions, g
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all of them my answer was the same
—that such matters had nothing 10
do with me.

One day 1 was sitting in my room
when a childhoed friend called. We
had studied together. ‘That Wwas
some forty-five years ago. I WaS
thin, lean and intelligent. He WaS
fat, strong and dull. Our teachcl
was completely fed up with him and
had assigned me the task of givin'g
him extra lessons. 1 considered this
a great honour and where the tea-
cher’s cane had failed, my sympa-
thetic approach yielded results.
Baldev was soon well up in studies
Unfortunately due to the teacher's
sudden death, the school closed down
and we all parted. Since then I had
met Baldev only once or twice on tne
roadside and had never exchanged
more than a mere hurried greeting
with him. Shaking his hand, I sait,
“How are you, Baldey? Come along
I have seen you after ages. I
have been wanting to see you for 2
long time,” said Baldev. “You 8¢
my teacher, you know. But for YO
I would still be a good for nothins
chap. Now I can at least look afte’
my lands. I don't know why, Dul
whatever the Maulvi Sahib taught
me, went completely over my head-
For teaching an ass like me me
credit goes entirely to you.” “BaldeV
1 said, overwheimed, “Whenever
see you the childhood memories
revive with all their freshness and
this long spell of forty five Ye&rs
vanishes in a minute” Baldey
replied, “I have always considered
You an elder brother, you Bnow and
tell everyone that I can depend o0
you whetiever I am in trouble - - -
Why don't you eat properly? Yo
are thin as ever. If you can’t get
good Ghee I can send you a coupl®
of tins. Now you are getting 9%
Feod s the only thing that will keeP
you going. Look at me. I can St
drink a  seer of mnk and eat 2
quarter seer of ghee besides SO
butter. T have to keep fit. AIthougk
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my whole life has been spent n
bringing up the children do they
care what happens to me? 1f 1
were to fall ill they will pot even
come to ask if I needed anything
- .. Yes I had come to you about my:
eldest son, You know he is also 2
hefty and well built man like me and
tan never take anything lying down.
On a number of occasions he guar-
relled with the police and they have
been on the look out for an oppor-
tunity to implicate him. Recently
when a dacoity took place in a Vil-
iage, they got their chance and dur-
ing the investigations roped him in.
He is under arrest and has been in
Jail since the last one week. The

-case is filed in the court of the

Deputy  Coliector, Mr. Mohamud
Khalil. The Daroga Sahib and he
are great friends and I am sure that
my son will be sentenced. No ont
but you can save him. If he is sen-
‘tenced, the whole family will get
ruined. I do not expect you to 40
anything out of the way. All you
have to do is to go and tell the dis-
trict officer that it is a completely
Talse case and that he sheuld investi-
gate the matter personally. You are
& childhood friend of mine ané mYy
Guru. Please do not refuse. I know
that you do not like getting involved
in such matters and it is right too.
But in this case consider that your
own son is in trouble. If the case€
had not been absolutely false, T would
not have troubled you. The bOY’'S
mother is crying her heart out. His
wife has not eaten anything since
his arrest. As a matter of fact noth-
ing has been cooked in the house
since he was taken away. 1f he S
sentenced, I am sure that both thesé
women will die. 1 have consoled
them by saying that as long as YO?
are alive, no one can harm the boy.”

I was in a great fix. All the objec-
tions that 1 could have put forward
hag already been answered by BaldeV
'Singh. T could not think of a valid
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excuse and said ultimately to get out
of the situation, «Alvight 1 shall
mention it to the district officer but
it, is doubtful that anything \_would
come out of it. He aoes nof: mter:
{ere in the work of his subordmates..

“you ga and tell him about this
case,” repeated Baldev Singh. "That
is all that I ask of you. A'I‘he rest
will all depend on fate. Will youn go
tomorrow?” “Yes”, T replied, 1 will
go and see him tomorrow.” Baldev
Singh took leave of me. 1 completed
the article I was writ‘mg gnd lay
down to rest after finishing my
meals. I had no imentipn whatso-
ever of keeping my promise to him.
Al 1 had to tell him when 1 rpet, hl?n
next was that the dist'rict‘ officer d¥d
not consider it proper o mterfere 1o
the case.

1 had completely torgotien about
vhe incident when, eight @ays Iater,
Baldev Singh and his son game t,g
see me. 'The son knelt ar}d Eouc'he’
my feet. Baldev Singh said, "I_'hls 12
t.};e boy. He has peen let off Wnthoud
a blemish. The district oﬂicgr called
the Daroga Sahib and_ repmmandg
him severly, warning pxm that if‘ in
future he indulged In maligmx;‘g
mnocent and respectable people he
would Dbe dismissed. ‘The Daroga
could not even show his face to };mé
after this. 1t is all due 10 you.d 1
for you we would have been un onel.
You have gaved four lives. When
came to you I had my doubts Wthi-i
ther you would help. People had to
me that nobody had ever heen benfe-
fited through you. But I was certau)t,
that you would not }et me down;
And saying this he sigpalled to his
<on who went out and brought a huge
vundle of presents. Inspite of my
jngistence they refused _to take it
back. And 1 could not pick up the
courage to tell them t!.xat 1 had done
ncthing to deserve this reward.

-pranslated from the Urdu by Madan
Gupta)

e
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- THE GENTLE ART OF
BLUFFING
By C. L. R. SASTRI

Tot:l)tuff or. not to bluff,—that is
it t:n?;:;st&on: whether 'tis nobler
and areomd & bluff away the slings
b anoh outrageous fortune, or
sen ope onest battle against a
r%):btlss and, by opposing, end
porohanal ! uff,—to win: to bluff,—
T panee b be: found out: ay, ther,e's
i 'ris k;)r in that bluffing what
e et Thwe ,ma.y run must give
s ﬁs : ere’s the respect that
feuovsi—hum 0 deal fairly with our
cally ) o atr;s“ and not systemati-
thereby .gas,'in a plz:ei:cgver e and
oy . erous -
mggéel;,ﬂ:; m;:honce, of course, ai(siv?xg-
dectaen o cult: ) lp0st often it is
Soning som?eur nativity. On this rea:
born ol must be adjudged to be
ers and some, by taking

thought, to i

I, achieve bluffin
remains the third categor o
those on who Y—namely,

willy-natly m bluffing is thrust .
e » 85 It were. Just as the
) es on the just and on the

unjust ali
by afll—ougl'lk:t and the radio-active
sions wess tt}ermo-nuc]ear explo-
0 A pelther friend nor foe
e o.n omlg'ht be argued, blumnr;
habi’t - ccasion, be forced on thv
_ con. z itruthful no less than os
- ki glwtally false. Circumstances
e noi alter cases; and instan—.
sons that ll)een lacking where per-
e thgu d be‘presumed to have
mothers beatitudes with the‘ir
oy throurrhlég subsequently develop-
o mw, e maqhinations of blind
: M:a.chi ver_y creditable imitators of
avelli or a Benvenuto Cellini

These things ha
Soligy ppen:
why they happen? nor do we know

The Artists

All, it goes ‘without i

. sayin;

bluff alike. There is, in ms;g 'od;) 'not
no one art of bluffing: there I;::O:S,

m -
any arts as there are persons to

practise it. A few, indeed, are such
pastmasters of bluffing that it may
pbe said of them that age cannot
w1tt_1er nor custom stale the infinite
variety of their bluffing. They are
g;e real maestros, the real artists.
ufﬁng' comes to them, as reading
and writing came to Dogberry, DY
:)llature. We can imagine them
bluffing at all hours of the day and
in all seasons of the year. They bluff
‘:ti‘thou‘t respite. They bluff, rain O
"hxor;e,,, in “cold wars” no less than in
eithér 31(11d they can be discovered on
Curta: ide of t‘:he Iron, or the Dollar,
Societn and in every stratum Of
Falstasf”f They bluff and bluster, 25
field, o ran away from the battle-
harcfs"n principle. They are the “die-
hards' and the “last-ditchers” of
bluf frg. The poet, with his eye 1o 2
o thentzy' rolling, has visualised the
coe n? died of aromatic pain: these
gent en en may be found, by those
who are to watch them, to be dying
o elx‘xj posts—with a last bluff on
e b11ps. In life, we may assume,
dyir}; tllllﬁed assiduously—and while
assidgu ey ceased not to bluff equaly
as theously! They are, it will be seen,
at ¢ sug};:posxte pole to the man who
hen b ah born non-bluffier that
w “\;nscrw at M}'s Malaprop called
. hupumus Providence would
AT e acted the role of Othello
o matic performance he deem-
o allcumbent on him to black him-
o over! 1t is evident that not
B twea.lth of the Indies could ever
sonab] empted him into even a rea-
is cleae; semblance of bluffing. He, it
voutk, v:/h was the prototype of the
the ban 0 bo_re, 'mid snow and ice,
ner with the strange device.

No Hard and Fast Rules

Azai
ing gta(:n,thblufﬁng may differ accord--
e latitude and lomgitude.
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What is, for instance, sheer honesty
above the 38th Parallel may be pure
bluffing below it, just as what If
merely cussedness in the Captain 13
supposed to be rank blasphemy in the
soldier. Have we not been told that
_what is meat for one may be poiscn
for another? (In the Cannibal
Islands, it is conceivable, what is a
mqte for one man may similarly be
poison for another!) In some places
beople may take in their stride what
ln.othe_rs compels their neighbours to
ralse their eyebrows and to shrug
their shoulders. By the same token,
in some situations a code of conduct
m_ay be followed with impunity that
will scarcely be tolerated in some
others. The same rules, obviously, do
not apply in war and peace. Those
th are regarded almost as angels n
piping times of peace are apt to be-
come devils incarnate—“red in tooth
and claw’—when Armageddon is let
Icose on the human scene. Then we
are confronted with a revolutionary
change of values. Is not everything
fair in love and war? During the
pendency of a war the end is assum-
ed to justify the means: the end be-
ing so noble (both the parties to the
dispute blatantly proclaiming that
they, and they alone, are on the side
of Right) the means that are employ-
fed to achieve that end may very well,
It would seem, be as ignoble as pos-
sxble!‘ Like the independent trooper,
gomkms, in Sir Walter Scott’s novel,
oodstock, the combatants on either
side imagine themselves to be “above
such _matters as Ordinances.” They
are living on a plane where these
petty things just do not apply. This
Tomkins of Scott avows that, in for-
mer days, he had been only «the most
wild, malignant rakehill in Oxford-
shire.” Now he is a saint and can
say to the girl whom he wishes to
‘debauch:

“To him who is but a novice in
thg things of the spirit much is
enjoined, much is prohibited; and
he is fed with milk fit for babe
for him are ordinances, prohi
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tions, and commands. - But the

saint is above all these ‘ordinances

and restraints. To him, as to the
chosen child of the house, is given
the pass-key to open all Jocks which
withhold him from the -enjoyment
of his heart’s desire. into such
pleasant paths will 1 guide thee,
lovely Phoebe, as shall unite in
joy, in jinnocent freedom. pleasures
which, to the unprivileged, are sin-
ful and prohibited.”

“Evil, Be Thou My Good!"

When humanity is caught in the
toils of war-hysteria it ic not only
freed from all its traditional inhibi-
rions but, like the trooper Tomkins
aferementioned, gloats self-righte-
ously over that newly-won freedom.
Thus it comes about that we elect
ourselves to be our own jaw-makers
and, sitting in judgment over the
moest abominable atrocities that we
have committed, absolve ourselves
from the least taint of moral infamy
and of spiritual apostasy. Even what
are ccmmonly called the - beasts of
prey and the vultures cf the air and
the monsters of the deep may not
descend to such acts as have “no
relish of salvation in them” as we
(that preen ourselves to have been
created in God’s own image) habitu-
ally commit in times of hostility: yet
somehow Wwe contrive to exculpate
ourselves from censure of any kind!

It is, however, not only the soldier
on the battle-field that js liable to
go berserk and to throw his weight
about and generally 10 make 2
thorough nuisance of himself: the
civilian sitting quietly at home or in
his office is prone to no less mischief
in his own modest and unostentatious
way. It is he who sets the ponderous
machinery of propaganda In motion,
and there is not, it appears to me,

" much to choose petween the ravages
of insidious propaganda and those of

0o If anything, the pen
jghtier than the
« arm of war 18
effects on the
pne. No hold

act
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is barred in either, t

: r her, to be sure, but

lt;)tl;'tlzxer has this advantagé gyer t‘;;tk::
I—namely, that, ljke the Rumour

;t;; men with fa)ge reports”

N Us, as we might 5ay, one up

isgamst‘ the” other. Ang propagancil )
nothing if it jg npt political salesz-i.

vre in this long-draw
hf’t laps it up he finp
minjously trapped -
n ' :

and, he shieg away from it like g

startled mustang
s he )
self equally ign?)m' e may find him-

n-out game. If
~ds himself igno-
If, on the other

and nothing byt the truth

T'ight.-Rope Walking
This is, really, tight-

with a vengeanc ¢ D walking

€, as it were. The

i - T am inelip-
ed to think that the biggest bllﬁ(t:‘;lrc:f

all is this i

: barading of tr itsel
;?ﬁ:;ng.the enemy to imagfxllle lzra‘tf

IS thus bein

s g So
:r’:il::blted cannot, in the n:%tl::: o
“ gs, be what it bretends to b ot
.s direct opposite. Byt ot
line of Matthew Arnoléi’s “it

out any exagpgeratfn - '
_any exaggeratfn, that the joyp..
nalist quictly “sitfing at his desjlguil;;";.g

his newspaper office is a combatant
In the field to a much larger extent

than is generally supposed. It fol--

lows that they also serve (in war)
}vho mgrely sit and write. The New
burnalism, being geared to publi-
City more efficiently than the Old, is
as much to be reckoned with by the
embaﬁled foe as the mighty military
Machine itself which faces him at
€very hour of the day and night.

v lufing may strike the same indi-
dual differently at different periods
of his growth. Many a staid old
?mn of thg bresent day who smilingly
ightens his belt one notch more at
the sweet, behest of his Food Minis-
ter and wing brizes in his parish for
the number of meals he has uncom-
g;ammgly missed might have been a
bkl:é’f;rr of the ﬁrsp water when the
time Seizn more gaily in his veins and
med to stand still.

The Finest Example
- i mbgh_e:g that the finest example of
the st%r at occurs to the memory is
clothes 'y of the Emperor without
We;xc bm trIk‘lhe Emperor, as we Kknow,
Splend id € Dprocession wunder the
pie in th canopy.  And all the peo-
said "Ble Streets and at the windows
Clotfxes es§ us! what matchless new
hasnt our Emperor has!” “But he
child ‘_]t;nythmg on”, cried a little
the litle ar me, just listen to what
his fathermnocem says”, observed
t cach t and the people whispered
caid “Hg her vs{hat the child had
they hasn’t any clothes on!"

5’(lTegan to shout at 1ast.
croe ;ie:nade the Emperor’s flesh
were yri h?-use he thought that they
1 mustgk ; but he said to himself,
cession €ep it up through the pro-
on stin' aliS'hOW': And he walked
Chambertlm?re majestically, and the
carrieq alns _walked behind and
N the train, though there was
one to carry»

_fo;rgﬁ ;20;'31.01’ this parable is plain
even th €e: a child can see through
‘e most consummate bluffing:

There is n
hiafr h;n!o art of bluffing that can:
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- U. S. POLITICAL SCENE

By CHANDRU

NOW that inter-party contest for
side I\frmning nomi_nation for the Pre-
decidgﬂ of the United States has been
o .at the respective national

n_vgntlons of both the major
poht,'lcal parties, the candidates and
S::tltes are marshalling their resour-
e 0 woo the ﬁqal arbiter of the

e—the 95 million adult citizens
who form the electorate.

ca'll’l;eéirst. step in the ensuing politi-
al ? le 1s, of course, burying inter-
pal eud within the parties, which

evxtab}y develops during the pre-
convention period, so that each party
May face the other without any divi-
Slon in its own ranks.

cr:;yh?ii been said that in a demo-
of on e phe United States the end
of th election, .n'larks the beginning
real ; ngxt pc_;lmcal campaign. The
bogin residential campaign, however,
conves tgt the end of the nominating
mitten 1ons, when the national com-
als €s of the respective parties are

0 elected and the party platforms
are adopted.

neio‘i;n after the conventions, the
respecfémmlttees meet to choose their
upon tlg'e Chairmen and decide
In g € strategy of the campaign.
auxil?ae course,. sub-committees and
Ty committees are set up; trea-
;F;;f:irs are appointed; campaign
text quarters are opened; campaign
Xtbcoks and other literature are
bublished ang widely distributed;
:Deakers’ bureaus are organised; and
he appeals for votes are launched.

The Campaign

The organisation of a Presidential
Campaign is vast, complex and ex-
bensive. There are national and
State committees to direct and unify
the campaign throughout the coun-
tty. In every city there is a head-

gquarters with ics campaign staff, its
corps ‘of speakers, its publicity men
who provide buttons, window cards,
autcmobile placards and other
appeals to the ear and the eye.

The various instruments of puh-
licity—radio and television broad-
casting, campaigr fours, newspaper
and magazine advertising, motion
pictures, handbills and posters—en-
tail heavy expenditure. Buying radio
and television time is the most ex-
pensive single item, but it is an
indispensabte part of a political cam-
paign.

The expenses of cmapaign have
greatly increased since campaigns
first began. It is said to have cost
Thomas Jefferson only 50 dollars to
conduct his campaign in 1880, and
the Republicans expended only
100,000 dollars in the campaign that
resulted in the election of Abraham
Lincoln in 1860. It is estimated,
however, that the 1948 campaign cost
both the major political parties bet-
ween 20 and 25 million dollars. And
this year, the expenses will be much
more with the widespread use of
television.

From early September, when poli-
tical parties begin their final push
for votes, until election day on Nov-
ember 4, there will be an increasing
flow of speeches, discussions and
tours by the candidates as well as
their active supporters. Candidates
for the U. S. Senate and House of Re~
presentatives, for the Governorship
of States and for lesser offices all
the way down to the local level are
actively campaigning, and offer their

own campaign into the larger pic~
ture of the presidential contest.

Variety in Campaigning

The nationa! and local commit-
tees of the parties send out their
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thcusands of speakers, some of them
candidates who talk 10 audiences
ranging from those gathered on
street corners to great throngs pack-
ing city auditoriums. Accounts ot
the speeches and other campaign
activities fill the columns of the
Press, are heard over the radio and

appear on newsreel and television
screens.

Appeals are made to individual
voters by party workers. Men meeting
on the streets, or at work, listen to
and make campaign arguments,
Women call on their neighbours soli-
citing votes for their favourite candi-
dates. Even the children get  into
the swing of the atmosphere by wear-
ing eampaign buttons and shouting
slogans.

Campaign literature nelps to keep
interest and to get people to the
polls on election day. The literature
is distributed in huge quantities. For
example, in 1936 ap estimated 370
millicn pieces were issued from the
headquarters of each of the major
Political parties.

Appeal to Emotion and Reason

The national headquarters of each
party co-ordinate all campaign acti-
vities. Popular sentiment is gauged
from time tg time through Public
pcils, and the intensity of the cam-

paign is channelleg accorsing to polj
results.

U. 8. election ctampaigning s
admittedly an appeal tg bhoth the
e_mot'xons and the reason sf the mil-
u-ons cf voters. But out of a suceces-
*ion of rough angd tumbie contests in
the past has emerged a far more
 alightened electorate, aple to discri-
minate between promises and pre-
epts,

In spite of the intensity of the cam-
naigns, during which the voters are
deluged with millions of wOords
tarough radio, television ang the
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press on the issues and the candi-
dates, the electorate makes its f_ree
and unfettered choice on election
day by means of the secret ba{lot.
Very often party Ileaders, political
analyists and public opinion poll-
sters are confounded by this choice.

Since voting in the United States IS
voluntary, one of the purposes of the
campaign is to convince supporters
of the party to take the trouble to
go to the polls on election day. The
candidate and his party seek to hold
and strengthen the activity of _cf)n—
vinced party followers. In addition,
every effort is made to woo the un-
decided eclectors—the so-called inde-
pendent voters.

As in  previous elections, a huge
independent vote may finally decide
the Presidential contest this year. Ib
has been estimated that at least ?our
of the last six Presidential elections
have been decided by voters not
claiming membership in either of the
major parties. The possible excep-
tion was the contest of 1936 when
the Democratic victory was so over-
whelming as conceivably to have
robbed the independent vote of itS
decisiveness.

At least nine million of an estl-
mated 55 million Americans who are
€xpected to vote in November can be
classified as independents, accordln_.‘l
to cne authority. Thus, during this
year’s Presidential campaign of both
the parties attention will be directed,
more than ever before, towards gar-
nering the votes of the independents.

On the Presidential candidate of
each party rests the ultimate respon-
sibility for selecting the chief actors,
themes and tactics of the coming
bolitical drama. On his personal
bopularity, ability to choose the
right political lieutenants and persu-
asiveness to win over the indepen-

dents on election day will depend the
final outcome.
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THEIR POLITICAL EXPLOITATION

By K. R. MALKANI

THE other day (August 24) about
5000 domestic servants of Delhi
demonstrated in front of Parliament
Quse. A private bill for their rights is
Pending before Delhi Vidhan Sabha;
but they chose to appear before the
Lok Sabha. Perhaps the greater
Scope for publicity at the latter site
Prompted this inconsistency. Of
COurse some M.Ps. rushed out to meet
them and assure them of their fuil
SYmpathy and support. Nor was that
0 be wondered at, considering thc
Proximity of the voting season—and
the voting strength of Delhi’s servant
Population.
In Delhi, almost every household
With an income of Rs. 150 pm. or
more, engages a domestic assistant.
On a modest estimate out of a 20 lakh
DODulatiOn, some 30,000-40,000 are
sdomestic servants. Here is the big-
gest block of votes, And so we have
the interesting spectacle of an MLA,
one of the richest men of the capital,
‘Sardar Daljit Singh hastening to
‘lead” the horde.

These servants hail mainly irom
W0 areas—Eastern U. P. and Garh-
_Yal ie. hilly parts in Northern U.P.

€y come from the surpius
agricultural population of those
areas. The bulk of Garhwalis are
Young boys in the age group 10-17.

€y don’t have the right to vote.

Ut championing their cause is cal-
tulated to please chaprasis in Gov-
frnment and private employ. And
that j5 5 very big class, considering

he number of Government chapra-
Sis and the increased number of com-
mercial firms in the capital.

Among the demonstrators’ demands
Were: provision of servants’ quarters,
One day’s weekly leave, free medical
treatment, one month’s annual paid
heliday atter completion of a year's

servi fifteen days notice on either
:f;:,l csi;lary on the first of month and
an 8-hour day. I wonde'r why they
left out payment of r.allway fare
either way on paid holidays!
Servants are poor. The more the
employers pay them, tr_le better. No
decent man can use his servapt as
anything less than a m'eedy.dlstan;
cousin., But when all is Sald. a_n
done the present political exploitation
of servants is unfortunate. It can
only endanger employer—em_ployei
relations and make matters difficul
for both. After all the vast bulk Gé
employers falls in the Rs: 150-Rs. 50’c
income group. How coula they 'mee‘
the above demands Withqut elthfex
dispensing with their servxcfzs or, 1_n
he alternative, agreeing with their
servant to leave the law out and
9
al?ﬁié are employers most of whom
have only two rooms for thf: whole
family. Their children go out in thoq-
sands to public parks tp do their
studying there—there being no pro-
per accommodation at home. Some
houses are so crowded that., some mem-
pers sleep by the road-side. How is
it possible in these circumstances to
give “quarters” to servants?
" gervants’ wages—as those of all
others—have shown an upward trend.
As incomes increase, and a sen,se of
social justice deepens, servan'ts ser-
vice conditions are bound t.o improve
further. How can we guicken th1:
pace by paid holiday-s ete., withou.
inducing a reduction in employment
ities?
OpFI‘)i‘;;Zgg days’ notice sounds all
right. It can be enforced against the
employer who has a fixed }ocationA
But how can it be enfo?ced against
a servant who may just disappear and
take up employment in some other
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part of the vast city? Perhaps this
could be prevented by requiring all
servants to be registered, and making
their employment conditional on their
producing a proper certificate of dis-
charge from previous employer. But
here also the new procedure can suc-
ceed only with the co-operation of all
servanis and employers. Servants in
dire need of employment may choose
to forego the benefits of registered
service, and employers desiring chea-
per services may go in for them.

Payment of salary on the first of
the month s equally difficult. Many
young servants leave job as soon ag
they pick up some training. The
employers can enforte prior notice
oniy by withholding payment ios 4a
week or more. )

Free medical aid is generally made
avai.lable if only because the emplo-
yer' is anxious that the man gets weli
quick. The trouble is at times the
servants become nervous as soon as
they fall ill They choose to run \;p
home for homely treatment, thar
suffer those frightful injectim;s. -

bee demand for an 8-hour working
day Is the funniest of all. Domesti‘;
Service may be anything—but it is
not .strenuous. There is no nervous
tension, as in the factory. There i:
no shgttering noise. Men can smok:-
and sing, as they sweep the floors or
wash utensils. The 8-hour demand is
S0 unrealistic that it will not hold
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taw i no law, considering the econo-
mic condition of both the employers:
and employees. But that men should
try to put forward such demands is a
measure of the attempt to disturb
sccial relationships in a bid to curry
wotes. (In  the secretariat, peons
refuse drinking water to clerks, as-
sistants ete. And why? Because this
;3 not included in the schedule of
in2tr duties!) ’

They forget that a servant’s wages
are his cash savings; that they get
fond, shelter, oil, soap—often cloth-
ing. cinema geing and medical aid—
‘ree; that they would not make half
tnat much in their ancestral trades
nack home: that they take the food
—including meat, fish and, at times,
evem fruit and drinks—that the
employing family takes.

But there is no acknowledgement
¢ benefits—only a hungry demand
{or more and more. There is no at-
tempt to start night schools for them
There is no attempt to satisfy their
cuitural starvation by arranging
sports, kathas and kirtans for them.
Instead the emphasis is on bloating
thetr demands in a bid to secure
their votes. Meanwhile the Commii-
nists are active, organising them bet-
weer. 10 and 12 at night. Here hate
talk is freely interspersed in sports
itemns. How safe would be Delhi with
its servant population gone Red?
There is more danger to our stability
than we seem to realise.

\ ‘ Branch: “*
(,Esmmpanl,xon.m 8t, KUMBAKONAM | ‘

| nclese 2 Annas Stamps for Free Advlce)' 'i
t—— '—_;A-

PATRUDU’S

“BALASANJEEVINI”

Best Remedy for Infantile LIVER & SPLEEN Disorders
For free advice consult:

DR. PILLA PAPIAH PATRUDU & BROS.,

19, South Mada St., Mylapore, MADRAS-4. Phone: 71354.
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THE OUTING AND ITS SEQUEL

13 ; -
AN i3 horn free and every-

. where he is in chains.” I

be
th;;e‘;ia: French philosopher made
ow neaement, but I never realised
truth § r he came to expressing the
N my own case until I mar-

ried ang b
< egan the experi
Ilvmg it v wite periment of

I
dﬂigﬁ&iﬁ say  that my wife is a
rible we girt yvho wields her ter-
mate a?(?n of nagging with consu-
Scoreq oility  and  tact. She has
me anl;;ght aflong the line all the
every oo I’have been worsted on
Matterey asion. Ft would not have
here. 1 bmpch it the matter rested
aCtiox; andelxeve. with the Gita, in
and i g ‘not, in the results thereof
he uppe Is my homemate who has
resign ml‘ hand, I am willing to
yself to fate.

B
tim:tsk?éhit happens is that every
seems 4 raws blood, her appetite
and moy grc?w and it is getting more
dOmesti e difficult to satisfy her. The
With £ :]: atmosphere is charged
Spark Slon and conflict and only a
15 needed to set it ablaze.

G
Ve‘;d }il;s made her beautiful and
Ny may, hlooks .wplch would make
forgot, to ter willing slave, but He
Sbeak sogt ell her to smile and to
ave n ly, at feast, to her husband.
as a €ver seen her smile and she
Ways talked to me as though

gi
a

w N
the asca soldier on parade and she,
for m, Ommanding officer. It is not

€ to question why and how, but
0 and die”.

exgﬁzi‘iorgesﬁic situation had been
d1n uring the past few weeks
terms ad not been in the best of
Orders op"th my queen. Even the
Me with the day'which had reachsd
emphas never failing regularity and
5€nces were conspicuous by their
N my | It did not take much effort
gangg bart to realise that a propa-
Vietiy, "oifare had started and the
Quent was myself. I heard fre-
references to the husband

“tO d

when my children were being scold-
ed or beaten by the lady of the house -
and these were not flattering.

By piecing together the many
words that fell from her lips and
broadcast on the home network, I got
an inkling into what was biting her.
I realised that she wanted to be
taken out, especially since there was
an exhibition in the city which was
being widely advertised. Her neigh-
bours had seen it, which was both a
recommendation and an affront to
her. They had incited her by des-
cribing to her the wonders they had
seen and the many things they had
purchased. The exhibition was sO
big, they told her, that it required
not one visit but a number of visits
to see it well and completely. The
whole city was out there, they said,
and it was a calamity that she alone
should stay at home trying to coax
a fire in the Kkitchen.

They were like Mantara, the
hunch-backed crony who provoked
Kaikaye to action which resulted in
the old man Dasaratha sending his
son to exile. In my wife’s case, the
modus operandi, as I have indicated,
was different. She quickened me to -
action by simply cutting me and
through a psychological warfare car-
ried on with the children as the
medium. :

“What good have I seen in marry-
ing your father?” she would ask my
baby girl in a tone whose volume
was intended to reach my distant
ears. “I have been destined to slave
in this house and I am slaving. What
is the point in blaming anyone? I~
have to blame myself, the wretched
hour I was born. One must be a
lucky woman if one is to enjoy and
be happy. See the next house.
Lakshmi’s husband is not getting -
even half the salary your father is
earning, but there is not an evening -
when she does not go out and there
is nothing that her husband would



028

deny uer. No wonder she is happy.’
She sighed and wiped her eyes witn
the ends of her sari. “Can a blind
girl aspire to see the cinema? That is
my position.”

I was moved and I felt ashamed
that I should have failed miserably
in my duties as a husband. I decid-
ed to take the family to the exhibi-
tion. I made the announcement in
the morning and the reaction was
immediate. There was a dramatic
change in the atmosphere. The
children danced and sang and from
the fus: made abcut me I realised
that the person whom I wanted to
please was mere than satisfied. I
found that things which I had ordi-
narily to search for, like the bath
towel, comb etc., were in their places
and my wife was there by my side
to hand them over to me when I
needed them. The missing buttons
in my pants and coat were miracu-
lously replaced and a brand new
handkercHief, a rare thing, peeped
out from the coat pocket. My purse,
an elusive thing which passed from
hand to hand and seemed inexhaus-
tible from the way it was requisition-
ed by the family and generally empty
when it was returned to me, was sur-
prisingly enough well provisioned and
adequate for my needs.

I told the cheering audience which
gave me a hearty send off at the gate
that T would be back in the evening
and they should be dressed and ready
to go to the exhibition. When the
evening came and I left office for the
bus stop I little expected that things
would turn out so badly for me. The
bus rever came and I wasted muck
precious time in hoping it would. 1
took an auto-rickshaw and when I
reached home there was no outward
sign of life in it. The wife, who had
obviously dressed for the outing had
discarded it and resumed the apron
of the kitchen maid. The children
were sulking in their room and would
nct talk to me. It needed all my
powers of persuasion to get them

“moving and when I did succeed in
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marching them to the bus stand, the
transport department did not improve
matters. No bus was in sight and
none came even after waiting for
half an hour and more.

I made bold to suggest to my w1§e
that we might perhaps call a .tax1,
but this proposal was rejected with a
curt nod of the head and a twist of
the lips whose significance could I_lou
be missed. 1 knew more was coming
and 1 was not wrong. “Taxi is the
only thing that remains for me,” she
said ironically, “your wonderful fa-
ther has bungled as usual. If he had
really wanted to take us out he would
have come early and we would not be.
waiting here for the bus. What is the
use of talking? That is all the in.te-
rest he has in his wife and family.
Come on, let us go back home and
do some useful work instead of stand-
ing here and mopping. I know when
your father told us he would take us
to the exhibition it was too good 0
be true and that I did not deserve

such good fortune. When his inten-

tions are not good how can they come
to fruition?” So saying she dragged
the children and moved away from
the bus stop. I was in an embarras-
sing position. Fellow would-be pas-
sengers were silent spectators of the
domestic drama that we were enact-
ing and I did not know what to <.10.
1 could not very well stop my family
without creating a scene. The trans-
port department really saved me from
an ugly situation for at this moment
a bus came and the children \YhO
sighted it first rushed back pulling
their mummy with them. )

When we arrived at the exhibitlgn
we saw a seething mass of humanity
stcrming at the gates. Long queues
were standing in front of the book-
ing offices and I stood in one of these
very much far behind. This meant
more delay and more lectures from
the one I adored. Well, what c%n;
not be cured must be endured an ‘0
stayed as long as it was netessary 1
get the tickets and took the family
in. .
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The question arose which of the
stalls should be seen first. The wife
opted for the brassware and uten-
Sils shop and the sari shops while
my son wanted to see the toy shops
and the kiddies’ corner. My daugh-
ters plumbed for the bangle stall and

€ Cpen air theatre. Nobody wanted

0 know what I wanted to see and I

don’t suppose they very much cared
either,

My wife won the day and we camp-
ed in front of the bassware stall
While the apple of my eye picked and
Chose. From the way she scrutinised
every item that was displayed there
One would have thought she was go-
Ing to buy the entire shop and the
Proprietor was all attention to her.
In between looking over ‘the shop she
€xchanged greetings with birds of her

feather who flacked there and time
DPassed.

The children were getting restless
And I myself had been dozing. They
Were hungry and at last one of them
Wanted to go home. I tried to pacify
them as best as 1 could. My wife did
Teturn after all and showed us what
She had bought, a ladle, which she
Sald she had long wanted to possess.

€ Now moved on to the toy shop
and my son whose ambitions were
limitless wanted to buy everything

€ saw while my wife rejected every-

g as too costly. Her attitude
Opened the floodgates of his tears and

€ staged a stay-in strike which
€nded after we had promised him a

Oy ride in the baby train in the
kiddies’ corner.

We adjourned. to this place and
€re my son and heir had a plea-
Sant half hour. My wife made a great
Concession in his case and loosened
'er purse strings a bit. The time for
closing of the exhibition wWas Nnow
fiear and this was made clear to us
Over the loud-speakers. My wife
faid: “Let us go home now, otherwise
%€ may not be able to get a bus at
this late hour and before the crowds
8tart coming out” The girls de-
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murred that they had not seen the
bangle shop and nothing had been
bought for them. I said there ‘.”?LS
still much to be seen in the exhibi-
tion and if we moved quickly we -
could cover most part of it.

But I was vetoed. “What is there
to see in this exhibition?” she asked.
“I do not know why you have brought
me here all the way, wasting my time
and money. There is absolutely no-
thing to see and I do not know what
all these crowds here expect to see.
Let us go while there is still time. I
forgot to boil the milk and perhaps
the cat would have drunk it. The
children are hungry; they did .no’c
have even tifin in the evening. .
thanks to you.”

Now I call this rank ingratitude,
but I was not courageous enough to
tell her so. I did not say a word and
we formed into a silent procession
and marched out. There was a great
rush for the buses waiting to ta:ke
us back and since one bus was hk‘e :
another and there was no one to teil
us which was which, we got into the -
wrong one. Not until we were ‘ﬁve‘ or
six miles away from our destination
did we realise our predi?ament. We -
stopped the bus and hastily got down.
There was nothing to do but to trek
to our home. The night was dark
and the road was deserted. The only
sounds which broke the silence were
my wife’s imprecations. She qursefi
her fate and the day shg was joined
to me in wedlock and implored aII‘
the gods and goddesses to see her
plight.

ast midnight when we
realzhgiashg)me. The children, who
were half-asleep and exhausted frglfn
hunger went to bed straight. My wife
did not even glance at me, and dis-
appeared into her room to emelrgfi
only in the morning. And I was le t
to think and to hope that the mlc;rr
row would bring pbetter luck and ushe
in light where there was darkness.

SARATI
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MEN AND IDEAS

Seplerocber 8 1856

TOLSTOI

By S. VIJAYALAKSHMI

IT was a day in the year 1883. A

letter by a celebrated Russian
writer from his death-bed to another
writer read thus:—

. . I am in a dying state. My
friend, return to your literary acti-

- vity. You have, you know, the gift
from whence all things come. Great
writer of our Russian land, do heed
my request . . . I cannot write any
more. I am tired.” The writer died
immediately after he finished draft-
ing the letter.

This moving plea was penned by
T_urgeniev, the giant among the Rus-
slan men of letters to Leo Tolstoi,
the great Russian literary genius.
Turgeniev had watched with distress
the inner turmoil that had taken
possession of Tolstoi. A great des-
-criptive  writer, Tolstoi had become
popular in the literary world. He
who portrayed Nature and Man, now
evinced interest in the theological
treatises and the Bible. Turgeniev
was awfully perturbed over the great
change that had come over Tolstoi
who he thought was indulging in
wasteful and meaningless religious
speculations.

Count Leo Tolstoi was born in Sen-
tember 8, 1828 in an ancient Russian
noble family at Yasnaya Polyana. He
was a dissolute youth, but entered
the army and fought in the Crimean
War. While he was in the service
Tolstoi began to write. His articleé
and stories were written with such
relenting honesty that they created
2 sense of horror in the readers.
Tolstoi brought his experiences of
the horrors and sufferings of war into
the comfortable drawing rooms of
Moscow. He made people, from the
Emperor downwards, to shudder, to
weep and to laugh by his writings.
At the end of the Crimean War, Tols-

toi became popular oy fus writings as
well as by his ideas By his talcs
and by his verses, Tolstol enlivened
one and all in difScuit moments of
their army experiences.

Returning to Petersburg, Tolstoi
made the acquaintarice of the writers
of the day. Young arrogant and
rich. Tolstoi was in the midst of a
society where ambition, love of
pcwer, love of gain. Jewdness, pride,
anger and vengeanc<. were held in
high esteem. He was welcomed and
flattered in this society.

Tour in Western Europe

During this perio¢ Tulstoi unde:-
took a tour of foreigr, countries. In
Western Europe he came in contact
with eminent writers and philosc-
phers. His tour abroad made him
more pragmatic. Poverty, ignoranee,
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‘itri:leving, disorder and above all the
;‘titutmn of serfdom shocked Toistoi.
Ale)k:e Progressive  policy of Czar
serfsander II to emancipate the
or efccited 'Tolstoi’s thinking which
Ystalised into socialism. Tolstoi

Settled down at his ancestral family

estate of ‘Yasnaya Polyana’ with

: j‘adiant hope and moral {ervour.

g::iSIEOI’S main interest was the edu-
hims lgf_ the peasants. He engaged
for tg in the organisation of schools
in thy € peasantry.  He was absorbed
whe 15 work so much, that his friends
Sy nei‘ther shared his opinion nor
Tol Da.thlsed with his efforts accused
Stoi for abandoning literature.
Clizlstoi had an opportunity to come
asto to  peasant life. He V{as
an d“t;dff‘d by their mental capacity
openedexr moral sensit}veness. qusto:
and up new .horxzons, delights
tay hnterests in life for them: he
andgt}t, the uneducated in his schools
zine € educated through his maga-
Ruséi He .Iamer.ﬂ,ed that millions of
and ans lived in slavery, poverty.
drink ignorance to provide food and
eni for the useless people who
WOJ‘Lye'd the labour of others. The
mar In the peasant schools. the
tig I%azme work and his preoccupa-
muchas the mediator caused him
norm strain. His mind was not in a
chan al state and he felt that a great
duri g€ was coming over him. It was
ring such a period of mental con-
Iet that Tolstoi got married.
Family Lite

Tolstoj’s family life was perfectly
azgmonious. He had a large estate
a wi Mmany good friends. He enjoyed
i e reputation. But Tolstoi found
St;nself drawn away from life by 2
aro‘mgel‘ _force. When everything
h und him was so harmonious and

appy, he felt that life was a burden.

€ Was afraid of living, even before
at?t was fifty. But he ruled out any
e empt to put an end to life.  He
©Xplored the possibility of mending
of h"_‘ Sudden unrest took possession
Im. His luxurious princely life

‘APpeared meaningless and shallow.
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He made a thorough seif examina-
tion.

Questions arece in  his  stricken
mind. “Why am I living? What is
the cause for my existence and that
of every cone else? How must I live?
What is death and how can I save
myself?” This state of turmoil made
Tolstoi, the world reknowned philo-
sopher and speculator, the apostle
of a new morality and the preacher
of 'passive resistance’.

Tolstoi had read a good deal in his
early youth. Among his favourife
pooks were “Eugene Oriegin” of Push-
kin, Schiller’s, *“Robbers”, Lermon
tov's, “A Hero of our Times” and
“Taman’’, Sternes’ “Sentimental
Journey” and all the works of Rous-
seau and the Gospels.

But in his search for the meaning
of life, Tolstoi turned to the philo-
sophic books of Schopenhauer and
Plato, Kant and Pascal. But neither
these books nor the philosophers gave
him the answer he wanted.

Then from the philosophers, Tolstoi
sought consolation in religion. He
wanted a faith to live by. Tolstci
never wanted to be a spiritual revolu-
ticnary. He just desired a path or a
goal for Thimself. He wanted to
impart sense and purpose to an aim-
less existence.

A Devout Christian

Though he stopped going to the
church at an early age, Tolstoi had
no desire to go against the ancient
traditional, orthodox Christianity. He
drew nearer to the Church now. He
became a devout Christian. He
studied the Gospels and the
Commandments of Christianity,
thoroughly. Like all the seekers of
truth he found that Russian Orthodox
Church neglected the Commandments
of the Gospels, and it did not preach
the teachings of Christ correctly.
Tolstei took upon himself the task of
teaching every one the real concept
of Christianity as a new way of
life and not as a mystical doctrine.

Any one who tried to shape his
Jife according to the very letter of
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the Bible was bound to i

clash with the official churcgoglrfdl?ltu
laws of. the State, and Tolstoi was o
exception. Tolstoi’s book 20
th‘e‘ principles of Christianitn'
—“My Confession”—was forbiddelyl
by the censors. The Hol
§yn0d b;mned Tolstoi’s another b(? ;l
My Faith”. Finally Tolstoi was .
comm}m.icated by the Church for ‘:(:
}mchrls.txan preachings! His w ‘tlb
ings stirred men. They shatteredn -
the very foundation the Church tto
State and temporal order in hisy o
days. The greatest literary aO:y t
who' was endowed with a cr rt‘lst
genius became the most dan eea e
agversary and a destructive crg o of
his century. ttic of

Tolstoi, the arch-enemy o
Y(;;(}::::? ar:id t'he State, wasy thef mt;]sht
nones a.at:g ! gxfégdt:ief:rmer of his or
cr)x;nd private life eont0 gllzdelcofr:s
hr‘).dn x11'1;entfs of tpe Gospels. He
Hotng ot pelgrther' intention beyonci

' : ce with God and at pe
w1fch. himself. The question phgce
f;lgugally emanated from him v;.slc*h
- :0 g;ai v;x:;r;grax;vith my life”? gré\z

uesti “
was wrong with all gf i)St::'OII;VZ:”"What

Basis of His Philosophy
This became the very basis of his

_)§D°°‘|)°°(I)°°(l)°°(l)°ldlbdl;e(lgl);;(;lgl;(
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lla{hil;)sophy and his future writings.
_e hqoked round him and discovered
which was not difficult in the Rus-

sia of his days—the glaring inequa--

lity in social conditions, th
between the rich and tixe Soﬁgnt;al.ls;
lfetween luxury and squalor. Tolstoi
aa\‘w.the utter injustice done by the
pt‘::llleged class to the rest of the
:11 [t) tfése.He wanted to put down
cn’[‘o}stm recpgnised that reform, like
ek ar;ty, begins at home. He gave up
mzateloved hunting, refused to eat
usiné ;ls far_ as possible he avoided
sng t e railroad apd he turned over
e ome from his writings to his
lmlly or to charitable purposes. He
gb%ltxgth?d in the fields himself, went
abou hlin coarse peasant coat, stit-
e en Ss own shoes and fitted out a
bose, work shop for this pur-
. CL:(:\ n’I(;ollstm abandoned his narrow,
N earned circle of friends and
o I;nsurt_ed class to which he belong-
liv;as c?fez/l;nced a deep interest in the
e peasants and of the mil-

lions who lived like ecattle without

g’ien the prime-necessities of life.

anfi efforts to search for the meaning

pmloé)ourﬁ)ose of life led him to the
phy of “No State, No Pr

and No Injustice”. operty:

(To be concluded)

F

(Chairman)

Chidambaram
, Cud
Kumbakonam, Magglﬁzi:

S. KRISHNASWAMI,
Secretary.
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FILMS ¢
By V. P. SATHE ¢

Ty '
sz 2SR AR

HE
'1‘0f tlt?:St impprtant development
made 1y, 1;Week is the announcement
m'cposing ae Goyex;nment of Bombay
ment 1 rfavmon of the enter-
A!ecommenda}t(iogl P e i B
Committees. of the Fiim B

The
19 Entertainments Duty Act of

23 i3
\ sﬁeﬁirlfiposed to be further amen-
Percenty, g to levy the duty on 2
sent g1q bge basis instead of the pre-
. woulg system. The mnew rate cof
ment, g be 20 per cent if the pay-
I cent ifnOt exceed five annas, 25
extgeq R the ' payment does not
o paym, 1-4-0 and 33-1|3 per cent
| Yate ent  exceeding Rs. 1-4-0.
ter BOmbls prescribed only for Grea-
In other ay, Poona and Ahmedabad.
# wiy beareas, the rate is still lower;
0es not 20 per cent if the payment
Der cen exceed Rs. 1-4-0 and 25
; t above Rs. 1-4-0.

It
Tow ;It‘xiins the popular class tickets
' Rs %ed at the rate of 10} annas
10 anpg Lol Sould be available at
“The diﬁeind Rs. 1-4-0 respectively.
Wpears 1 mce OB HRe of 1t
N would m e almost negligible; but
e lndustrak.e a lot of difference t0
over, the t, y in the long run. More-
Rs laXatlop rate of 20 per cent
Welcome a-4-0 in mofussil is most
Al relief n;i would mean a substan-
Present ip o the industry. For, ab
Drice of Sma.ll towns the highest
€Xeludin admission is one Trupee
. g tax; but the picturegoers
hlstea;l ow have to pay Rs. 1-3-6
of Rs. 1-5-0. And that would

€ quite a difference.

Beside
“ies, the adoption of the per-
system instead of the siab

33
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system would pe helpful in higher
priced tickets. But with the new
duty on percentage basis the thea-

tres would have to revise the entire

scale of prices in @ more attractive

way so that the picturegoers derive
the maximum penefit of the new

system.

In this connection, it is hoped that
the lead given py Bombay which is
now going to be the biggest single
State in India would be followed by
cther States and we shall have uni-
form taxation all over india on the

same percentage pasis. If other state
ho are rather conser-

gcvernments, W,
vative and unconcerned about the

film industry emulate the example

of the Government of Bombay, the

film industry would have won its
against the

most important battle

Government.
nt that the Govern-

It is significa
ment of Bombay holds the opinion
that the proposed change in levy of
entertainment duty would not affect

the revenue.

Picture of the week .

However oneé may dislike it, the
fact remains that criminals—espe-
cially young criminals——make popular
screen heroces. The latest criminal
hero of the screen is Dev Anand in
Pocket Maar. He is 2 combination
of Awara, Shree 420, Baazi and all
such screen heroes Wwho have pre-
ceded him. And yet his story which
reminds one of all the pictures men-
tioned above has its own appeal
which ensures its success.

As a pick-pocket and stealer of
necklaces moving apout in the gam-
pling dens, the Pocket Maar appears
to be quite phoney and filmic., But
as a man who steals Rs. 3,000 from 2

standing in a queue

comman man
at. the post office, he appears to be

quite genuine and when he finds that
by stealing this money he has
driven his victim to the desperation
of committing suicide and exposed
his mother and sister to the money=
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lender, the story assumes an altoge-
ther new human significance,

His conscience bites him and he
goes to pay off the debt of the old
mother. But the money he pays is
itself ‘stolen’ money marked by the
police. And so he gefs involved in
further complications and helps the
police in tracing the ring-leader of
the gang of bank robbers in a thril-
ling manner. But the real human
warmth and appeal of the story lies
in the pick-pocket’s relationship
with his own mother whom he con-
stantly deceives and the village girl
whose brother was a victim of his
skill as a pick-pocket. The mother,
shocked by the revelation of his
career as a pick-pocket, commits
suicide. And it is in her funera] pyre
with her son taking an oath to lead a

good and honest life that the picture
ends.

The clever manner in which the
three-thousand rupees episode which
forms the real climax of the story i;
hgndled by the scenarist and the
director, distinguishes the picture.
Dev Anand once again gives a good
performance and he gets commen-
dable support from Geeta Bali
Nadira, Gope, and Lalita Pawar. ,

Dialogue by Arjun Dev Rashk is
racy while lyrics by Rajendra
Krishna set to catchy tunes are
commonplace, Mukadam’s photo-
graphy deserves special mention.

Personality of the week

Do sound recordists m
ak
Producers? ¢ good

' The answer to this querry is made
In the positive by s, Mukerji, P. N
Arora and Savak Vacha—al] of whom-

began their film careers as
recordists. sound

Savak Vacha and Ashok Rumar
were jointly responsible for the pro-
duction of notable Bombay Talkies’
pictures like Mahal, Majboor, Ziddi,
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Mashal and Maa. Vacha who comes
from a very well-to-do Parsee family
is a man who is not given to boasting.
In fact, he is one of the very few
silent workers who has not indulged
in much self-ballyhoo.

After the closure of Bombay Tai-
kies Vacha had gone almost out of
the filmworld for good. But now after
a lapse of some years he is staging
a come-back with a bang with his
first independent venture Yahudi Ki
Ladki. Bimal Roy who worked with
him for Mau¢ is entrusted with the
dgirection. And it must be said to his
credit that most of the people have
agreed to work for him, not just be-
cause of the money he offered but
because of regard for him. He has
been able to gather an excellent
team including stars, Dilip Kumar,
Sohrabh Modi, Meena Kumari, music
directors Shanker-Jaikishen, director

Bimal Roy and Scenarist, Vazahat
Mirza.

He is planning to shoot part of the
picture in Rome. Everybody in the
film industry would wish him success
in his new venture.

News of the week

M. K. Burman and Kanwal Nayyar
are launching their new picture
Manzil under the banner of Kalpana
Pictures on Wednesday the 5th Sep-
tember 1956 at Modern Studios (Bom-
bay). Based on a social story by
Rajinder Singh Bedi who has also
written the screenplay and dialogue
Manzil stars Dev Anand and Nutan
in the lead with David, Achala, Man~
mohan Krishna and Sangeeta in the
supporting cast. 8. D. Burman is
giving the music.

Ezra Mir is reported to have been
appointed as the Production Control-
ler of the Films Division. He is ex~
pected to assume office by the middle
of September 1956.

————
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INTERVIEW WITH A FILM STAR!

By N. GANGA RAM

ONE of my neighbours is a frus-
lite vfrated Soul. The dream of his
but Faf to become a film journalist
cong ale or whatever you call it has
fmned him to the drudgery of
. dger Clerk. He now takes com-
and seeks consolation in writing
rvis;oﬂal articles on imaginary in-
stars WS he had with fictitious film
- Hera is one such piece:

w ¥ hen yesterday our Chief barked,
Nali);; you there! Go, interview Miss
abOut,a-;and type out an article of
didn’t %0  words. Understand?” I
Wag ., umble a word in protest. It
h wno use telling him. “Well, Chief,
intey do you expect me to get an
app VIEW with the star without an
mic;’tlntment?” Immediate and im-
Dles Ob.edience is the only way to
d S¢ him, and picking up my good
Camera I dashed out of the office.

Mgs I had expected, the gurkha at
mes Nalina’s residence refused to let
I In, I pitifully explained to him
iny I,J‘Osltion but he insisted on say-
esi’t Look here, Saab. I tell you the
ar has gone out and nobody
OWs when she will return” But I
nogw how to tackle effectively these
to oo OPerating nandis. 1 offered
beliake a snap of him and you won't
€Ve me, he not only let me in but

°k me straight to the star’s private
Secretary.

After all the gurkha had told me
evsrtruth' The eshtar was out. How-
Me. « her private secretary welcor,ned
Sal& Won't you sit down, please?” he

and added, “That’s right. Now

¥ about 2 cup of hot tea? Yes?”
for I tea, I requested him to arrange
an interview though an appoint-
ent had not, been fixed. “The star,”
Be Sald, “is not here at the moment.
U you can wait and take your

Oceg,

chance. Perhaps you know tpat Miss
Nalina doesn’t allow in?ervlews to
last more than five mmutgs. She
doesn’t want to waste her time and
the interviewer’s tiring Cross exaxpi—
nation about the pictures in which
she has acted, how she entered films,
what are her hobbies et cetera. For the
benefit of interviewers she has.pre-
pared Information Sheets cpntam.ilng
the afore-mentioned ‘detal!s. Fi m‘
journalists coming to interview Lher
are first given these sh?ets and ul}llet;
they can have & lively, mfox.'mal c aI
with her for about five minutes. I
hope I've made myself cleat. Weé
here is Sheet No. 1.” And he gav‘e n; ;
a neatly cyclostyled sheet. It read:

Information Sheet No. 1

My Film-name: Miss Nalin.a.

Real Name: Akilandanayaki.

Address: 420, Jhanak Jhanak
Street, Naginpet, Aanpur 40. . v

Age: Why not do a bit of guessing?
1s it 154, 164, 174 or 214?

Height: 5 ft. 3% in.

Weight: 115 lbs. (in 1954)

entered Filmdom: A few years

agi)m;vwas doing my eighth standard‘
in a well-known girls’ school. Afte:
finishing my quarterly exam., I wen
to my maternal uncle’s for the Sep-
tember holidays. There,—one cloudy
evening, Mr. Filmwala, one of z(x)zy
uncle’s thick friends, came to tea. kig
seeing me he said, “Why, that Y
has 2 lovely face. And I bet she gs
plenty of acting talent which nele1 S
to be unfolded. Why n_ot allow ;r
to act in Ailms?” Surprisingly eno;g ,
my people hailed his sugges 0;\.
Well, there you are, Mr. Filmw;ta’
offered me a small part in the nrighty
mythological he was then producing,
namely, The _ Advenutres of Sur-

panaka. My acting in that film-
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.caught the public eye and movie
moguls came rushing to me with
contract forms. That's how I was
discovered.

Education: It appeared to me that
I would gain more by concentrating
wholly on films rather than on edu-
cation. So I bid good-bye to my school
.after finishing the eighth standard.

Films in whick ."ve acted: To men-
tion a few, You Two, We Seven, Shri
304, Lover’s Tale, The storm and the
Maiden, besides, of course, The
Adventures of Surpanaka. 1 am now
acting in D. S. P.

My Ambition: 1 have acted in g
number of films but I am not satis-
fled with my performance. I am yet
to act in my best picture. I aspire
to win the hearts of filmgoers and

also the Best-Actress-of-the-Year-
Award.

Dress: 1 always like to wear sim-
ple dress. A bluish nylon, not fluted
but just plain saree and a choli to
match is my favourite. For techni-
cal information regarding my early
morning  wear, afternoon wear,
evening wear, night wear, party
wear and occasional wear, please
see Sheet No. 2 which will bhe
supplied on request. Note: This sheet

contains also information about my
hair-styles.

Toiletry: I use Mucks Toilet Soap
in the morning and Gupsona Soap in
the evening. 1 owe my fair comple-
_xion and smooth, velvety skin entire-
ly to these wonderful soaps. I use
Minister Hair oil which is also quite
good. For information regarding the
‘brands of lipstick, nail-polish, pow-
der, powder-puff, snow and face-lo-
tion I buy and use, please refer Sheet
No. 3 (which can be had for the ask-
ing).

Cooking: I am fairly well-versed in
the culinary art and I can prepare
crisp delicious, South Indian as wel]
as North Indian dishes. But unfor-
‘tunately I haven't had much opor-
dunity to cook. Sometimes I think
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why we filmstars should not join
together and run a cafeteria! This
hotel should have limited working
hcurs, say two hours in the morning
and three hours in the evening. The
dishes should be prepared and if pos-
sible served by the stars themselves.
The profits earned by this cafeteria
shculd be given over to Cyclone,
Flocd and Famine Relief Funds. I will
be delighted to co-operate with my
sister and brother stars. You may
consider my suggestion a bit fantas-
tic but I think it’s worth trying.

Hcbby: My main hobby is sheep-
shearing i.e, clipping the wool of my
sheep, ‘Miss Bushy’ and ‘Mr. Flou-
rish’. My other hobbies include
counting of words printed in film
journals and making up-to-date the
list of songs sung by Lata Songesh-
kar which I have prepared.

My Pet: 2% months’ old ‘Swapna’
—3a murrah-buffalo calf.

Favourite Foreign Filmstars: Grace

Jelly, Tawdry Hipburn, Tudor Stran-
ger etc.

My Fans: 1 am very happy to get
letters from my fans. I have ap-
pointed two clerks to help me in deal-
ing with the flood of letters I receive.

I enclose my autographed photograph
with every reply.

Some adjectives: Here are some
tdjectives for your use when writing
about the interview: sparkling, love-
ly, brilliant, radiant, wonderful,
thrilling, charming, attractive, smart,
ccurteous . . (For more adjectives
please see Sheet No. 4).

Sd. Miss Nalini

I had just finished going through
that very amusing sheet when the
recretary announced happily, “You're
really lucky! Don’t you hear that
booming? Miss Nalina is coming!” In
a few minutes, the great and won-
derful star, Miss Nalina, gracefully
entered the room. She had come
straight from the sets and had not
removed her make-up. She looked
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gemd bwt when the secretary introdu-
d me she smiled sweetly at me and
dly enquired: “Did you get Infor-

mation Sheet No. 19 Hope you now
Ve all the details you want? Like
have the other sheets?”

“Of course,” I told her, “but Ill
€t them from your secretary. Now,
Madam, how about giving our rea-
ders some special message?”

. “Special message? Alright. You
8N take this down if you like: Dear
eaders and Fans, This is Miss Nalina

Sending you her hearty best wishes.
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1 am no doubt highly grateful to yeu.
for your patronage and compliments
that I am beautiful, pretty etc., but
1 wish to point that no one seems to
be willing to take my hand! See,
sometime ago, I hinted that I should
like to marry someone and settle
down but nobody has come forward!
1 am very frank: if anyone is inte~
rested in claiming my hand, please
contact me at my residence at your
earliest opportunity.”

“Thank you, Madam!” I said, “You
are really frank and interesting!”
and I whisked off to my office.

CATCHING THE PUBLIC EYE

- By SWATHI

WOMEN aspire for many things.
But their chief preoccupation
Seems to be, how to catch the pub-
Ic eye! After all it is so easy, says
My successful friend. Slightly brush-
g aside social conventions and pro-
Priety, modern women can well make
& Successful assault on the peak of
Dopularity. Coming straight from my
Popular friend as it is, it will pay
better to follow these ‘directive prin-
ciples’ en route to that ‘much coveted’
d.

" en

Women should cultivate hobbies,
even eccentricities, but must not
Dractice tailoring for it is a vocation.
She must be able to conceal the fact

at none of her relatives are in the
Insurance business, though nationa-
Used. She should have relatives in
the army and navy, who are shortly
expecting promotions in the Southern
Command or in some International
Commission, say with Suez canal! It
WIll be better if she has at least one
Connection in the ‘diplomatic Corps,’
In which case she will be estimated
next to that relative.

She should be a member of a popu-
ladies’ club; should take Kkeen

interest in all its activities and dress
up elegantly and transparently, so
that pepole should come to feel and
hence say that the club should rise or
fall with her. To cut it short, she
should be the mainstay for the club’s
foundation, its growth and its name.
The successful women should always
read or pretend to read the largest
circulated newspaper and should
share the views expressed therein.
Her affiliations with the journalist,
should not be personal, but alive and
seemingly genuine. More than that
she should be up-to-date in the ‘so-
cial and personal’ column of the lead-
ing newspaper! These are the basic
brieks that should go to build up the
foundation of her personality; and
thus whip the fourth estate constant-
ly to remind the people about her
busy eristence in this world.

Inter alia there are certain emotio-
nal and intellectual penumbrae which
should not go neglected but ear-
nestly cultured. Her favourite
authors should be Joyce, Caldwell,
Hemingway, Graham Greene, and
Maugham, not Dickens, Hardy, Gold-~
smith or Trollope, who are outmoded
and write rather in archaic fashion.
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KALINGA TUBES PRIVA
53, CHITTARANIAN AVENUE, TE t?-
Factory : P.O. CHOUDWAR, CUTTACK (ORISSA}

A
Phld o

September 8 1958

Miles and Miles of high quality
Steel Tubes for Water & Gas
distribution are produced every day

to  meet and domestic

needs of the nation,
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But she‘ should at the same time ‘de-
brecate’ the moral elasticity of
modern fiction.

n Keeping time is an imperative
ae‘feSSIty. She should know how to
Aarrive at the picture, without impair-

T Ing her dignity, cnly a few minutes

]iite after the show begins. Her feel-
mf: about the theatre (and not the
Dicture) should be that a woman
:ﬁltOYS her freedom and likes to get
vatertalned.there. Better she culti-
sheeshrepulsxon for ‘matinees.” Though
Ingi likes and understands better
to ;an films, she should not hesitate
lon alk er tempore about the cxcel-
It ces of Hollywood or Los Angeles.

is rather vulgar to take to games
;’r’:;ept ‘bridge” But when a close
4 imate offers a racket, she should
Y to play (with abandon) tepnis
with a deft touch of Connolly, and
blame the hard court for her faults.
?he.should tell her friends that pro-
essionalism destroys the very €s-
sence of sport!

; When she goes out and meets her
riends she should pretend to be in &
tgreat hurry to do something impor-
aant, but should never seriously avoid

fine conversation. But in the en-
Suing al fresco affair she confines her
fOr{versation to that plane which
ndlc_ates a full knowledge of the right
8ossip without being an index to 2
angerous profundity in any special
theme.

She need not know anything of
Ome Science or Domestic Economics
3;1& 1es§ about Indian villages oF
age industries. But that does not
l’)‘:ian that she cannot differenciate
o ween a Mysore crepe and an Ame-
can nylon. She should be too ready
sinequate Communism with original
or More than all, try to be what
ta;o:;lh.al‘e really not. In travels, do
ing that is prosaic. Read bold
:p}x’-p? and multi-coloured journals,
Di: tgrably foreign, which are more
g rial than informative, to kill the
W notony of travel. But successful
Omen take care that they read cur-

rent journals and not back numbers.
When anybody asks about her recent
journey, she should piquantly say
with pardonable pride, ‘O! it was
just fine, me alone and no body to
distract my reading or concentration.’

At home she should not appear to
be a free thinker nor be enthusiastic
about the radio talks; to be otherwise,
is to turn the risk of obtrusiveness.
At the same time, she should thrash
cut certain delicate points about
India’s dynamic neutral policy, but
not wait for amendments from the
other party. In short it should bhe
ez partc. In domestic affairs, since
she is supposed to be the better half
of man, she is to give infinitely less
trcuble. She is to be intelligent but
not too clever, good tempered and
docile to opinion. The terms of the
domestic contract must be such that
her husband (if she is married)
knows she will not lose an opportu-
nity that will lead to liberty. And if
he is unfortunate she is there to kiss
away all disappointment and consale
him as well as she can. Not only is
she to give no cause for jealousy, she
is to feel none. In short if the house
is not happy, it is to be entirely his
fault, never the woman’s. She should
be more than a helpmate and less of

a servant.

All said and done, she ought to be
able to cover the whole ground and
monopolise the gossip, when her dear
neighbours come in the afternoon to
the drawing room for a nice tete-a-
fete. On no account women and
~ulture should be dated. You will
say that the above directions were
over simplified and highly specialised
and that many more factors must
enter to complete the ‘make-up.” I
confess that I have furnished simply
a skeleton. It will be a pleasure if my
jeering critics can clothe it with
more flesh and blood. To catch the
public eye is an art. But to criticise
with originality and realism is more
than an art.
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T. T. KRISHNAMACHARI

By C. GUPTA

HE foundations of Mr. Krishna-
machari’s public career were
well and truly laid by a prescient
parent who, more than thirty years
ago, must have been prophetically
seized of the shape of things today.
For today whether in democracies or
in dictatorships, it is the business that
shapes politics, and all politics are
the most exciting kind of business.
In the natural course, his father must
have put him into one of the many
government departments on the
strength of his own standing in the
official hierarchy. In those days,
when the communal and other kinds
of goblins had not yet reared their
heads, it was almost mamool for an
Amurath to be succeeded by an Amu-
rath—in the family. Instead of chas-
ing a career through the rungs of
the official ladder, he secured a
wholesale agency with the savings of
a life-time, intending that it should
become both a gilt-edged security and
a venerated heir-loom with the lapse
of time. The choice of soap—there
are a number of other lines not so
fragrant, even if they are more
remunerative—pointed to a certain
fastidiousness of taste and aristocracy
of outlook which stamped the Brah-

min as not wholly swamped by the
bania!

Then began the hero’s era of learn-
Ing while earning. The businessman
becoming an entrepreneur is as sim-
ple as ABC; but to the uninitiated it
is made to appear a mysterious if not
mystic process which is gone through
by scorning delights and living labo-
rious days. Actually you learn the
ropes and the delicate art of manipu-
lating price-levels in response to

market-trends, all the while keeping
a steady eye on the burgeoning of
your bank-balances to six and seven
figures. Thereafter, all you have to

T. T. Krishnamachari

do is to sit back, and study all avai-
lable ways and means of evading or
reducing the incidence of all kinds:
of excess profits taxes on the fruits
of your initiative and enterprise!
T. T. K. was by no means a Dick’
Whittington in our midst; he was bornx
with the proverbial silver-spoon 1
his mouth and proceeded to conver:
it into gold.

Politics and Patriotism
Accumulating money becomes &
monotonous affair to choice spirits>
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:ﬁiess it could be transmuted into
it ;!‘ kinds of power, life becomes (as
. 1d to Hamlet for very different
€asons) stale and unprofitable.
fnee, politics are the pre-ordained
Medium of self-expression for such
vadventurous spirits. The prevailing
‘®Onditions were not quite propitious.
A new tribe of fanatics glorying in
€ appellation of satyagrahis went
about semi-naked and sweating in
7€ sun, and started the fashion of
}I‘j‘“-gomg as a short-cut to Swaraj.
Ney wallowed in the dust of their
d°§”“ making and contributed to a
1sastrous slump in well-cut clothes

8nd artistic tailoring. T. T. XK. was

Dothing if not well-groomer. ¥From
€ shine of his shoes to the gloss of
IS well-brushed and well-parted hair

o0 the head, everything about him

bespoke an unremitting devotion to
he graces and an unwearying sacri-
€¢ to them. Like the courtier of

Hotspur’s description, he too must
'ave felt repelled by such unmanner-

1y methods of conducting a struggle

4% were in favour with Congressmen,

and so regretfully gave up hopes of

Making a mark through the exhibi-

tien of conventional patriotism.

Fortunately for all concerned,
Indian pusiness furnished a conge-
Ral opening. By the way, it is now
like sau among the prophets. But
I those days, it was more like a
Jackal to the British Lion. There are
S0me cynics who even now assert that
t}}e traditional role has not yet been
Blven up, and that a white face has
Stll premium value as any one who

Nows of the ways of Indian business-
Men no less than of the Indian gov-
ernment can verify for himself by
even a cursory examination of rele-

. vant data. It is asserted, for ins-

tance, that a white face is still given
Y0p pricrity in the purlieu of our
Secretariats, both provincial and cen-
tral; and that even if il does not
launch s thousand ships, it gets its

. Work done more economically and
. ©Xpeditiously! In those days, how-

€ver, its dependence on its British
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counterpart was more frankly ack-
nowledged. More often than not, the
hands were those of Esau though the
voice proved to be that of Jacob.

In the Assembly

Mr. T. T. K’s contribution to the
proceedings of an Assembly which
was dominated by C. R. who deputised
for the Mahatma while developing
unsuspected strains of Machia-
vellism, was notable—and that is
saying a good deal. A prepossess-
ing yuothfulness accompanied by a
cockiness inseparable from it, g
fluency and grasp of affairs, the re-
sult of studies and a shrill, almost
feminine voice, proved diversionary
amenities to the prcoeedings which
could not wholly be divested of their
jnevitable drab and dull patches. He
constituted himself an unofficial op-
position, and gave the semblance cf
debate and discussion to proceedings
which had the ponderous efficacy
of the steam-roller. The politics <f
those days were child's play compar-
ed to the issues which are bullying
and bludgeoning us to Ramrajya, as
amended by Marx. - The most conten-
tious of measures then passed into
law was Prohibition. The mirasdar
languished in obscurity, just as he is
now languishing under excessive at-
tentions. The poor man still groaned
under the iniquity of a salt tax; al-
though, now that it has been abolish-
ed, the poor man continues to be poor
__for other reasons! There was nei-
ther revolution nor even radicalism
in the air. Khaddar had come to
stay; but the tie was not wholly push-
ed out—as yet. For T. T. K. still wore
it, what time he insensibly progressed
in his affiliations with the Congress.

In politics as in business what you
want for success is advertisement:
either you create a name for your-
self by damnable iteration or attach
yourself to assured big noises. T.T.K.
was already fixed in the public mind;
what he felt in need of was.a god-
father. It was a sort of re-insurance
that he wished to make; something
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like the man who, moved by abun-
dant caution, decided to wear both
the braces and the belt!

A Friend of Nadar

The death of Satyamurti at a very
critical point in our recent history
was far greater tragedy than is com-
monly realised. For, it desolated not
merely the members of his family but
our pcliticai landscape of courage,
dynamism and picturesqueness. His
exit was a deprivation which made a
coming young man, named Kamaraj
Nadar, an orphan of the storm. Al-
most simultaneously, both T. T. K.
and this congretsman met and ex-
changed a glance of mutual compre-
hension. It was a case of love at
first sight on the part of T. T. K.
and of second sight in the ease of Mr
Nadar! That is how it has come
about that T. T. K’s political waggon
is firmly hitched to the star of Sri
Kamaraj. The need of Nadar was to
instal at Delhi 2 man to hold a
watching brief for his interests; it
is even more to T. T. K.’s future to
be assured of a constituency which
would be safe for him. And the con-
dition of safety for any all-India
politician hailing from Madras is %o
20 all out for Nadar as long as may
be.necessary. Besides, there seems to
exist some genuine affection between
tpe two on what may be called the
simple, human plane. For not long
ago Mr. T. T. K. assisting in the un-
veiling of a portrait of Sri Kamaraj,
declared that his rise to the premier-
ship and his unassailed tenancy of it
are a clear demonstration of the
superfluity of an English education,
or even of any education at all, for
achieving successful leadership.

Work in the Commerce Ministry

His role as Minister in charge of
the Commerce and Indusrty portfolio
is more generally taken for granted
than precisely defined. One reason
for this is the fact that our portfolios
are as unpredictal?le as the categories
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of Sarvu Siddhanta or Visishtadvaita..
They have been suffering a sea-:
change and have been the very’
chameleons of our bureaucratic set-
up. There are pluralities of port-
folios which add to popular confu--
sion, and by dissipating responsibili--
ty, allow ministers to claim all th=
credit for themselves, while blaming
the failures on the nature of things.
in general. But his chief function
all these years has been in the dis-
pensing of licenses ostensibly to con-
serve our foreign exchange resources,
but in gractice to promote the distri-
bution of patronage to clamant-
groups by turns and within limits.
For these licenses are like agencies;
You use capital whether tangible or
notional to multiply itself; then you
step in and pocket the difference. All
you have to do is to stand and wait;
and sooner or later you get served!,
having administered this delicate
business without creating any ene-
mies, Mr. T. T. K. has managed to
make his own position well nigh in-
vulnerable. That is why, on the-
strength of it, he even dared to cheek
the Prime Minister and got away
with it. For he is said to have eom-
plained of the P.M.’s dictatorial ways
resigned the job and turned his back
on the capital, bag and baggage and
scrip and scrippage. And wonder of
wonders, he went back. Whether she
nolo episcopari trick worked or whe-
ther the alleged dictator went out of
character and kissed the rod that
chastised him, the prodigal father
went into sack-cloth and ashes and
inducted the rebellious son into Ris
rightful nlace again!

Such a thing has been unheard of
in the annals of any careerism. 4
simple but unique reason might be
advanced by way of explanation for
this seeming miracle that has taken
Place before our very eyes. As eal”
lier hinted at, Mr. T. T. K.'s asset Is
an indifference to money gqua money-
Not a sreath of scandal has touohed
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z‘dm;;sthese years which have taint-
at leges other leading personalities
Dlace the gossip of the market
ang 1 He thus shines by contrast,
Erity : Mmatter which tests the inte-
It ne Ol even the sturdiest of men.
. €€d not be claimed as a super-
al;a:értue for him however; we

er ascribe it to the fortu-

nate :n:;gedents of a cultured, con-
e reasonably opulent life
Dsureq by his parent’s exertions. It
atter on which we in the South
Ustly pride ourselves; and 1t ac-
S not a little for the continued
Portance in Nehru’s counsels of
Self-possessed .and stolid Madrasi,

New Porttotie

of Fi;egal‘ds his fitness for the post
taken ocC Minister; this is again
of g for granted even in the face
or :;llllleting proofs to the contrary.
Duby € Sem:et of his approach to all
bit ¢ Questions is the sustained exhi-
v On of a sort of ambivalence which,
niog:’ing hostages to conflictnig opi-
leaves him practically unaffect-

Selye,  Plialists have kidded them-
ot 't; into the belief that he won’t
subiy em flown; and yet the most
Y devised onslaughts on their
Urity and privileges have been
8incered by him. The latest ins-
lon::dOf it—ironically -enough pro-
on the day of his assuming

en; charge of the portfolio—is the
anced duty on textiles. While the
:‘“’“c is undoubtedly going to foot
Part—perhaps the major part of

€ bill—it is also calculated to ‘soak
he rich’ Therefore, they might well
€Xclaim before they have done with
€ hew minister: “Save us from our
friendst” He is supposed to be for
he concepts of Planning, the Welfare
ate and all the other nostrums now
In fashion. But he is fighting a lone
hang trying to debunk some of the
ﬁxe}i ideas of the Congress Party
derived from a priori ideology. He
US stands between two stools, ins-

am
nla,yj

o

tead pf falling between them; as a
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feat it is so rare as to make us won-
der how long it will last.

He has Built up for himself other
kinds of virtues which are also to be -
taken on trust. Thus he is consider-
ed a constitutional expert, though .
the proof of it has not been easy to
get at. He is known to be a widely-
read man: and is said to possess a
choice, up-to-date and extensive
library. If so, he has cultivated an
almost uncanny gift of eschewing
froma his utterances any taint of’
bookishness or scholarship. Great
things are being expected of him as
Finance Minister. Here again, the:
safety first principle indicates the
middle way. This consists in victi-
mising your favourites by turns to-
promote a general idea that some one
else might have gone the whole hog-
in one direction or other and so we:
must be thankful for small mercies!

Nor has he compromised hkis high
position by any kind of jobbery. The-
few friends whom he has patronised
deserve it on merits. He has clean
hands, a clear conscience and the-
confidence of his chief which he has
earned without wholly effacing him--
self. All these ensure that his admi-
afstration of the portfolio will be con-
dittoned only by the vagaries of defi-
cit financing rather than by any cons-
cious willing or scientific control of
forces which are beyond any single
individua!; for they are implicit in
the posture of politics to which we:
are committed. It has been claimed
that T. T. K. is the first of Congress-
men to be appointed to the most
important portfolio. This can be:
admitted only in a Pickwickian sense;
for neither finance is the most impor-
tant portfolio nor is he a congressman
bred in the bone. The real truth is
that Pandit Nehru is the supreme-
Brahman of our present political
existence; and it is but his manifes-
tations in varying fractions that will
be the lot of .all other ministers who:
are assoclated.with him.
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PEDLAR’S PACK

T a recent meeting of the share-

holders, the Chairmar. oi Tata’s
obtained sanction for the payment of
‘donations’ to the funds of political par-
ties in the country. He explained how
in making these gifts. the directors would
not allow their own personal or political
views to influence their decision.

Tata’s are a  semi-nauionalised and
heavily subsidised concerr. which shouild,
in the nature of the case, have no truck
with lobbying. If it serves a natio-
nal need, it should rather be the other
way about; for political parties must go
all out, irrespective of their differentia,
to support it and extend its sphere of
activities. If the company has super-
fluous cash to throw away the proper
course would be to lower the prices of
their products, and thus make the pub-
lic at large their primarv beneficiaries.

But the present move is quiic simply
to promote bribery and corruption for
the sheer fun or pleasure of it! Com-
ing as it does from high quarters, no
voice has been raised to denounce it. I
beg pardon, there was indeed cne soli-
tary share-holder who objected to it.)
Quite clearly, Tata’s are not being inspir-
td by the spirit of ‘nishkamakarma’ en-
joined on us all by the Gitacharya. In
the present context. it is susceptible of
one meaning alone. and that is that
Congress is getting its requirements of
silver bullets to fight the coming elec-

tions from the most unimpeachabie
quarters.

When a poor Magdalene of the streets
sells her body for keeping her soul alive,
we come out in our battalions and stone
her to death, metaphorically speaking,
But an Aspasia or a Pompadour or a
Maintenon or a Nellie has her niche in
history, adorning many tales even if she
cannot point to any single moral—as a
result of her having caught the eyes of
lordly or royal rovers. Honours have

" been showered on them though rooted in
dishonour, and our references to them
~are in tones of envious admiration. 8o,
not only is there no need for Tata's to
apologise; they can feel proud of getting

into elevated circles! Besides, as a com-
pany they have neither a body to be kick-
ed nor a soul to be damned!

* * *

Replying to interprellations in the Lok
Sabha, the Prime Minister disclosed that
Muslims also were migrating to India
from East Pakistan in large numbers on
account of the worsening economic situ-
ation there,

Another motive of their migration is,
of course, to worsen the political situation
here!

* * =

Laker has disclosed that he is consi-
dering an offer from an Australian fum
of a job on £3000 per annum for three
vears with free passage to and fro for
himself and his wife and children.

We hope that Australian cricket has
not arrived at the pass where it has to
buy out its most formidable enemy!

% * *

Opening his campaign for election to
the Senate, Mr. Sherman Cooper, till
recently American Ambassador to India,
warned Portugal to give up Goa, since
to claim it as a province of Portugal
is absurd and untenable.

Mr. Sherman Cooper

Swears—but not like a trooper—:

That it weuldn’t do any more to guM

The world about Goa being a provinee

of Portugal!
. . .

At the conclusion of the debate on the
Adoption  Succession Bill, Mr. Datar,
Minister-in-charge 1indicated that the
reform of the Hindu Code was nearly
complete. The only question remaining
for consideration was the future of the
joint family system. But it is expected
that it will go the way of the rest. It
is also anticipated that Hindu Society 2as
historically known tili now will cease to
exist soon.

¥ can’t write an Gde

On the new Hindu Code:

Nor praise the work of Datar

For splitling us inte theem, thaar,

ataar!

LIBRA
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By V. V. PRASAD

AJAJI is now an elder statesman.

He said that nationalisation was
the order of the day. Compensation
should be fair compensation, and
what is fair shonid be decided by the
Legislature. President Nasser made
too generous an offer to buy the
Suez Canal shares at the rates rul-
ing at the Paris Stock Exchange. But
fortunately the offer was rejected
outright. The offer of President
Nasser should be regarded as having
lapsed. Nasser is now free to make
a fresh offer! In 1968, the Suez
Canal Company with all its proper-
ties would become Egypt's without
any compensation. British sh?.re—
holders have already realised eight
times their share value as profit.

Rajaji speculated as to what the
Dbresent Government of India wogld
have done if it was confronted with
a problem like the Suez Canal. He
thought that the Government of
India would have waited until 1968
for natjonalisation. This remark
was greeted by loud laughter. The
Hindustan Times columnist con-
firmed this impression when he
wrote in his “Political Diary”’ thaf'
Prime Minister Nehru “was annoyed
by the haste with which Nasse:r
Taunched the nationalisation. It Is
surprising how the columnist of
the Hindustan Times is able to read
the thoughts of the Prime Minister!

* x *

Mr. T. T. Krishnamacha.ri"s
appointment as India’s Finance Mi-
nister is the Prime Minister’s tribute
to one of the ablest ministers that
ever adorned any Cabinet in the
world. It is also proof of the versa-
tality of T. T. K. He is one of the best

read men in our country; and his-
private library in Madras was famous :
even in our college days.

There is a2 welcome progress in
the personal philosophy of T. T.
Krishnamachari. He was an ortho-
dox exponent of private enterprise,
having been a highly successful
business-man. We have now the‘
firm of T T. Krishnamacharl. and
Sons as proof of his acumen In the
field of practical business. But as a
theoretician, his achievements are
no less spectacular. His speeches on
the annual budgets year after year
in the Central Assembly were exam- -
ples of brilliant and masterly I?re-
sentation of the nation’s reactlon.‘
couched in a language which could
be understood by the average news-
paper reader, and in a mannel" to
which no economist could object.
But his criticism was essentially that
of the Indian businessman.

After he joined the Nehru Govern-
ment, Mr. Krishnamachari gradually
widened s vision, and began to
appreciate the limitatiqns of the'
private sector and the virtues and
advantages of the public sector.
When the [ron and Steel Ministry
was entrusted to him, many of us
doubted whether he would not sabo-
tage the negotiations with the Sovi-
ets, since te was generally regarded
to be out and out pro-British, T.T.K.
rose to the occasion, and gave up-
many of his prejudices. Resilience -
is essential in an individual in a
rapidly changing world. T. T. K
has proved that he has it in ample
measure. I am one of those who are -
glad that there is no room for our-
misgivings.



47

FRATINTRA September 8 1956 Ptember 8 1956 W ATANTRA
CORRESPONDENCE If St. Thomas brought Christianity to
) India 2000 years ago, it must have been
The Edito pefore Christ was born! It would be
r welcomes letlers op interesting to know which of his converts

are still capable of being spotted des-

3
Subjects of general intcrest or
cendants among Indian Christians! On

.Wplcs arising out of articles printed S hand. his alleged tord

in SWATANTRA the other hand, his allege martyraom

. but reserves the at the Mount carries a warning against

right to abridge them. . the dangers of proselytisation in the

more delicate situation today with com-

. Missionaries In India ;’:T‘lylriil'lésm trenching on extra-territorial
am afraid that Mr. Anthony Fa) nss vatLies.

If the situation undergoes any change

‘gzt‘;ead my article through. It he had, ! any
i ould not have accused me ©of wishi- I_or the worse, t.here is every llke}lhood_ of
g .to attack the entire Christian com- the so-called right to proselytise being
‘MUNity. On  the other hand. 1 have €Xtinguished by act of parliament. It i3
-Made handsome acknowledgemém o its entirely in the hands of Christians and
fontribution to the national struggle. their religious leaders whether it should
.The point at issue is about the desira- come about. For, a future Indian -gOv-
bility or right of proselytisation. The ernment might indicate  proselytisation
‘S00ner  Christians give up this alleged A an un-Indian activity on the analogy
Tight the better for them and the rest of communism being already outlawed
of us. Mahatma Gandhi madé ne in many Western countries today as anti-
secret of hig opposition to it. a]tﬁoug‘n national and subversive of peace and
?:1 hale a very considerable and choice orogress, law and order.
7 lowing among Christians. L. N. 8.

Sown ...

Statistics show that liver disorder Is common TP gewsta.
among vegetarian male children between ' .
} and 3 years of age.

Repeated digestive disorders, distended
abdomen, irritability, peevishness,
loss of appetite etc,are the common
symptoms to indicate liver disorders..

Consylt *JAMMIS® In time
jammis o §

[i”el'ea a4 INFANTILE

LIVER & SPLEEN §
dammi Venkataramanayya & Sons,

DALDA

COMPLAINTS.. ]

brand %
.‘ . v
VANASPATI T B e, B enon bmmmm———
Branches: ,
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VIJAYAWADA: GUNDA KRISHNAMURTHY'S BUILDING.
17326, NAGESWARARAO PANTULU ROAD, GANDHINAGAR P.0.

VIZIANAGARAM CITY: VORUGANTIVARI STREET.
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