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RATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRIAL TECHNIQUE AND
EQUIPMENT*

by
R. BALAKRISHNA

The fundamental implication of Rationalization in its refer-
ence to industry is the elimination of waste both in effort and in
material. The ultimate purpose of it is to economize cost in the
production process. Though the objective is simple and indeed
very desirable, the achievement of it warrants not only the adop-
tion of certain specific measures but also a reorientation of the
mental approach to business. Rationalization therefore is both an
attitude and a process. As an attitude it requires the application
of the scientific line of thought to economic activity. There should
be a rational control of economic life directed deliberately to the
common good of the country. The industrialists should develop
a new attitude of mind and adopt the scientific method in the con-
duct of their business. There should be a detachment from pre-
conceptions and the intellectual technique of the scientist should
be employed in place of the traditional methods of work.

As a process, rationalization is the name for the unification into
a single policy of a large number of pre-existing tendencies and
ideas. It may include an intensive application to industry of up-
to-date technical methods with an active pursuit of further re-
search. There can also be a standardization and simplification of
prodiicts and processes facilitating mass production. Rationali-
zation would also involve a scientific utilization of labour through
an accurate study of working conditions and by means of an ap-
plication of the principles of industrial psychology. An industrial
combination creating larger units for regulating production and
price is another process of rationalization. It is meant for concen-
trating output in the best firm and for closing down the rest. There
could also be better methods of buying requisites and marketing
broducts. The setting up of a central selling agency can be a part

* I:’aper prepared as member of the Panel of Economists of the Planning
ommission in connection with the formulation of the Second Five Year Plan,
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of the process. Finally, rationalization of industry can also trans-
cend national boundaries. It may consist of international agree-
ments for the definition of markets and spheres of influence.

It does not however mean that a single scheme of rationaliza-
tion should embody all these processes. There may be any form
of permutation and combination of them according to the require-
ments of each country. Each country may adopt as many of them
as it needs, but every country should reorient its mental attitude
before it could claim to have rationalized its industry. Neither
could the application of some of the principles of scientific man-
agement, such as time and motion studies, by itself entitle an
industry to be considered as rationalized. Scientific Man-
agement is narrower in its scope and is covered by the wider con-
cept of rationalization. The distinguishing feature is the inter-
firm and inter-industry aspect under rationalization as opposed to the
insular character of the reform under Scientific Management,

The background of industrial development is a necessary con-
dition determining the progress of rationalization in our country.
It was financial power and not industrial ability that pioneered
industrial development in India. Obviously, interest has all along
been focussed on financial control rather than on the refinement
of the industrial structure. This is more than evidenced by the insti-
tution of Managing Agency and the motives influencing its be-
haviour. Profit motive has operated in the narrow context of
financial manipulation rather than as the generating force for
the improvement of production technique and competitive effi-
ciency. The lack of competition within the country also meant the
absence of an external compulsion to rationalize. The import
tariff under the protective policy of the State eliminated the fear
of foreign competition and created an atmosphere favourable tv an
uneventful pursuit of business. The lack of training and educa-
tion on modern lines of the entrepreneurs in India, barring a few
exceptions, made business run on traditional lines, There was a
general lack of appreciation of the benefits of Scientific Manage-
ment within a firm. Rationalization as g technique of industrial
organization was also very much outside the purview of the Indian
industrial magnates owing to the extremely individualistic attitude
inherited from their commercial traditions, Finally, there was a
rise of the labour organization in the country at a pace much
faster relatively to other countries which had a similar industrial
evolution. So all attempts at rationalization were forestalled even
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where circumstances might have been favourable for a beginning
to be made.

However, there do exist certain rationalizing tender:;:xe.s %n;:g;a(;
Bui they are for the most part at the higher level 9f a ir.nms rave
policy motivated largely by overall financial consu}era} 1onsh her
than by economics of technical management. Ob\{lous Y, t. eilions
not easily perceived by the employees a-nc-i the‘lr orgamzat. S.
Such tendencies are manifested by Admmls'tratl've In‘;\e{gr?{ é:; R
Technical Integrations, Mergers and C'omblnat10n§, au;a en‘i
Organizations and Agreements, and, occasionally, of 1m})rcl)lv n;o ee‘,q
In production techniques. Between 1911 and 1&?51 t.helle d.as Th.e
a change in the pattern of managerial integra?uon in In ufa. The
Indian Managing Agency firms have much wider rangedo -
ests than their British counterparts, for they‘ ?ontrol an Mm;nzis
every variety of concerns. Among the British ﬁrmsf c eh'le
and Martins have mainly expanded through amalgamahons’, ;v :)
Andrew Yule, Gilander Arbuthnot and Octavious Steel mamg y
flotation of néw enterprises, During recent years therfe 'hzs te;e;
a spreading out of British interests in pewer fields 0 1111 u; 1; 2l
activity, such as rubber, oil, timber, firebrick, electrmat ?n e
gineering industries. In the jute industry, jche movemerl; f)wathp
managerial integration has made fairly rapid progress during the
last forty years.

In India the concentration of ownership and control ha: growg
mainly through expansion and not so much by amal%atr}riz 1orz(1)da‘2: :
absorption., In the jute industry, about one—-fourth'?’ \ Mp e
tive capacity is in the hands of two leading Bcr; is ; e;\z/;eirs
Agency houses, namely, Messrs, Andrew Yule & 01., a;a e ars.
McLeods Ltd. In the sugar industry, Narangs, Suther ands, f s
and VDalmias are the leading magnates. In the coa'l mdus’cry,al n(i):s
Managing Agents control thirty out of 2 total of s6lxty co;zfes oué
Similarly in the tea industry, six of them control 9 comg out
of a total of 128. In the iron and steel industry, {xearly 9 fxerf (;WO
of the productive capacity is under the managerial Icc;ntsrz)ﬁez o
big firms, namely, Martin Burn & Co, and Ta'ta n uB s
Martins control and manage the Steel Corporatlonlof eng and
the Indian Iron & Steel Co., with a perfect tec'hmcal %n’cegr? ﬂ{e
between the two. The Tatas have a vertical integration OI e
Processes in the ivon and steel industry. The Wgstex:fnlngia’s
Match Co., has under its control more than two-t.-\hm s 0 ndi's
match output. Since 1945 there have also been instances
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absorption of smaller Trusts by bigger Trusts for a greater con-
centration of financial and managerial powers. The British India
Corporation acquired in 1946 as a going concern the business of
Begg Sutherland & Co. Ltd., of Kanpur.

The foregoing account reveals certain tendencies towards
rationalization emanating from the peculiar set-up of the Managing
Agency system in our country. Though they are quite laudable
by themselves, the approach and the measures adopted are not on
all fours with the fundamental principles of rationalization.
Most of what has happened is at the higher stages of business
management to the neglect of the
ductive efficiency and elimination of waste in the conduct of
industrial establishments. This is because the Managing Agents

have all along concentrated their attention on the overall financial
position of the Managing Agency firm.

under their care were not yielding adeq

up the short fall and thus they maintained the profitability of their
entire enterprise. What they lost on the swings they made up on
the roundabouts. Consequently, there was no compelling necessity
for them to examine the causes of low yield in particular establish-
ments, or even in particular industries and improve their techni-
cal efficiency through rationalization. Even in starting a new
establishment they simply made it conform to the general pattern

instead of using their industrial ingenuity and business acumen in
designing it on new lines for attaining

maximum efficiency in pro-
duction. It was enough for them if the common type yielded the
normal profits, as it would add to the general pool of their earnings,
which concerned them more than the maximization of earnings in
each individual establishment. In this respect the interests of the
share-holders of individual co
with those of the Managing A
the matter. If instead there
care of entrepreneurs,

improvement of pro-

If certain establishments
uate returns, others made

gents, but the former had no say in
were single establishments under the
an improvement of their productive effici-

ts through an improvement of jndustrial

, ' difficult process than
_of the yields from different businesses according to their individual
fortunes. Sometimes i
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closin do heir i i le

i ission from it on production, sale,

ing i wn, as their commission . 1cf g

et 1W li;d accru’ e if it was kept alive. It is not surp-rlslng there
C. wou :

fore that the urge for rationalization ha. s been iabsentt in our coun-.

i i t'up in 1C 1

try owing to the peculiar se which our industry has grown

i ientation of Indian
One of the essential things for a 'reot?;: on of Indian
in is the application of scien A
teilu::: Y muzt be made at a proper mefasuliiﬁiztw c:fk]fads
ductivity. There should be a determination 0'1.5u D
for the e-mployees, having regard to t}}e Pre}fl}llr}gso o for
tions. That would facilitate rationahzat.lon, whic tltson important for
industries having an export market, like the co e
d machinery should also be rationalize ! v replace-
ot ot e d introduction of new types capa?bt.e of be
prod r?nova'?l(:nr: I;hould also be a redesigning of bl_nldmgs where
f;zd;;;:;z-l laysut is devoid of thou.ght and where 12:222?5’;:‘:318&
port is cumbersome and uneco'nomlc. Evc;ln n;)anaefih nent should
be rationalized to improve efﬁc1en'cy and there 3;Ch thance labour
ductivity. There should be an 1ncessar?t_resea fo ca of
waste which, mi ht defy notice under traditional methods of sup
W_a.Ste v of quality control could be most Proﬁtably
adonts Measl?resbeen already done in certain establishments.
;‘dol_)t?d, :;sbu:li:less executives is an essential requiremc.ent for tl?e
aintons f efficiency. The existence of uneconomic ﬁrm§ in
n}llam'te; ar;ce Oas for example in the cotton textile 1.n<‘it'15t_ry, is 3
:)ei ;I:u:tsic:‘z ’ of inefficiency on account of lacklof 1nt1t1a‘1:,1}\::rea::;r
int(ﬁligenée. They should be encc.:uraged to amalgamate
feasible to reach the technical optimum.

i ch i d of
the industries in India are very much' in nee ’

ratioiz?;:at?jn. In the iron and steel indus.try, labo;:rrxso? r‘;::l‘.bliz‘x;
cUnfronting its development. The excessive fnmndicﬁon ey
that it carries has adverse effects on the cost o prlo ction o steel
There should be curtailment of the present c]::m{:) e$e b of after
The expansion schemes should be made to af sor e ooess atter
a proper determination of the workload of z}c. s 1?5 ove: .Steel
conservation of coal for the industry and a ju tcu; ) s of stedl
are necessary to have a balance between oglp];hift Aby e
Rerolling mills should be enabled to work d01i1f e ohift by inerens
ing the output of billets and importing thelr? nems 2y In order
to achieve economic operation. The rerolling Ifn e and‘
of reorganization, as their location, pattern of p ,
technical equipment are unsatisfactory.
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In the cement industry several of the units are of an un-
economic size and they should be made to expand. The cost of
production and distribution are high, as limestone has to be trans-
ported over long distances. The cost of transport could be brought
down by a proper location of the factories. As packing charges
form a substantial proportion of the cost of cement, attempts
should be made to supply jute bags at reasonable prices.

In the heavy chemical industry, the manufacture of sulphuric
acid depends on imported sulphur, which is expensive. It is there-
fore essential to reorient the industry for utilizing other domestic
raw materials. Besides, the size of the units is small, resulting
in high production costs. This situation has arisen on account of
the difficulties of transporting acids over long distances. With a
development of acid consuming industries in the centres of acid
production, the size of the units may be made to increase. This
feature of uneconomic size applies also to the plants producing
soda ash and caustic soda.

The main problem of the sugar industry is the supply of cane
on account of the competition between gur and sugar industrics.
Still there is considerable scope for improving the standards of
operating efficiency so as to enable the industry to bring down its
costs. The present process of manufacture has not ensured the

best results in the shape of a high percentage extraction of sugar
from cane.

In respect of the jute industry, the main problems are a
shortage of raw materials, modernization of equipment and com-
petition in foreign markets of substitutes. A modernization of plant
and equipment is an immediate necessity to maintain foreign mar-
kets. It is estimated that a complete modernization may involve
considerable unemployment. This dilemma will have to be solved
by government co-operation. So far as this industry is concerned,
rationalization would be a lesser evil than unemployment, as
foreign markets have to be maintained.

. Under planning, rationalization acquires a special significance.
It is no longer to be motivated by the individual incentive for pro-

Obviously, special incent;
ed in the private sector. ;

INDUSTRIAL TECHNIQUE AND EQUIPMENT 7

requires inducement. Under planning, the technique of the pro-
duction function has to be rationalized. It means that t.heFe sh0}11d
be an optimum factor combination in each firm. .Thls is as im-
portant as overall resource allocation under planfnng. The pur-
pose of it is to attain productive efficiency. A satisfactory oYerall
resource allocation cannot by itself ensure a high level of efficiency

in production in each establishment.

Labour productivity variations may have to be a.scertained by
the Planning authority and on the basis of a ratlf)nal schem'e
of development, encouragement should be offere.ad to high Producp-
vity industries. Improvement of production technique in
large industries may be permitted by the State wherever the
request is reasonable. This does not however mean that there
should be any standardization in the equipment of different firms
in an industry. Improvements in technique are in the nature of.an
organic growth and they should be allowed to develop accm:dmg
to the special circumstances influencing each of the.m. Neither
should private enterprise think in terms of only partlc'ular forrfls
of technical change as constituting rationalization. For instance, in
the textile industry in India there is a firm conviction, t'hough ba:s-
ed on false premises, that the introduction of automa.nc lt?om.s is
the only measure that could justify the title of ratlonahzatl(.)n.
Actually there are innumerable minor measures of ?eforrr{ which
in the aggregate would yield high dividends w1thf)ut 1nvo¥v1r'1g any
unemployment. In the textile industry research into the mcxflence
of breakages of yarn in the loom shed by the presence of fluff in the
atmosphere would improve quality and increasg output without
affecting employment. Under Planning, industrial research may
have to be sponsored and encouraged by the State. The Stat.e
may also have to create a Replacement Fund and .meet out of }t
a <part of the cost of replacing out-of-date equipment. This
was one of the measures suggested for the rehabilitation of the
British textile industry. Some fiscal measures, like the ‘Develop-
ment Rebate’, may also be usefully employed for the encourage-
ment of rationalization in the private sector. In other words,
rationalization itself should be introduced on a planned basis in the
entire industrial structure of the economy, offering suitable incen-
tives wherever necessary.

Some amount of technological unemployment is bound to result
from rationalization. But it is unwise to deny ourselves the bene-
fits of nationalization on account of such a contingency. It should
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be planned and solved in a developing economy by the ingenuity
of the State. It is this possibility that should place greater
emphasis on Rationalization under Planning than under free
private enterprise. But it is curious that in the name of Planning,
all attempt at rationalization even by private enterprise is check-
mated. Labour opposition to rationalization is based on the thesis
that any improved technique would be labour-saving and hence
cause unemployment. This may be countered by emphasizing that
rationalization comprises many more things besides labour-saving
devices and by assuring that even when labour is thus saved, it is
only an avoidance of a wasteful utilization of labour. Elimination
of a waste of effort is an elementary requirement for progress and
even labour would not fail to acknowledge it. Perhaps
much of the opposition from those quarters could be met if an
unreserved assurance is given that there would be no unemploy-
ment in the rationalized industries. There would be no great risk
in doing it, as through careful planning most of the personnel
rendered superfluous could be reabsorbed in the same industry.
With a little care, it could even be done imperceptibly. This is

preferable to putting the issue badly before labour and waiting for
an answer that is all tco obvious,

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE EXISTENTIALISM OF
MARTIN HEIDEGGER! '

by

J. F. StaaL
Department of Philosophy, University of Madras.

I

Existentialism, the so-called latest development of European,
or rather, continental (expressed in German and French; in Danish,
Dutch, Italian and Spanish) philosophy has created an increasing
interest in countries outside those in which it arose: thus firstly, but
still in an initial stage, in the “Anglo-Saxon” philosophical climate,
in English and American thinking; but more recently also in India,
as can be seen for instance from the occurrence of a symposium “Is
Existentialism philosophy?” held during the 26th session of the
Indian Philosophical Congress (Poona 1951).2 Unfortunately, the
information available in India on the subject is mainly of English
origin, be it direct translations or expository or critical studies.
And whereas, as far as I know, as regards the former mainly minor
works of secondary importance are translated,? as regards the latter

1. This article has derived much benefit from the remarks of Prof. Dr
T. M. P. Mahadevan (Madras), of Prof. J. L. Mehta (Banaras) and of Dr
M. A. R. Panikker (Mysore) and from an unpublished address by Mr. A. van
Hasselt (in 1949 in Amsterdam, Netherlands). Miss Sita Chari (Madras) was
so kind to improve the diction of the article considerably. I am indebted to
thex all.

2. There are many more signs of this interest, e.g., a talk on the subjeqt
for All India Radio by Dr T. M. P. Mahadevan; and articles by K. R. Srinivasa
Iyengar, “Existentialism and after” in: Bhavan’s Journal, August 14, 1955, by
E. Topitsch, “The sociology of existentialism” in: Thought, Sept. 17 and 24
and Oct. 1, 1955, by F. Brandt, “Kierkegaard” in: The Hindu, November 6,
1955; ete. . ,
3. What can be probably called the most fundamental work, Heu.iegger s
Sein und Zeit, “Being and time” (1927), is not translated; nor are his other
works, apart from a selection (see next note). Likewise the main work of
Jaspers (Philosophie, I-I1I, 1932) and that of Sartre (L'étre et le néant, 1943,
“Being and nothing”) are still untranslated. The works of the forerunners,
Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, are entirely translated (apart from the complete
journals of the former) and Marcel’s Journal métaphysique has also been
translated.

M. 2
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there seems to be only one entirely reliable author, himself a Ger-
man4 As a result of this, there is an amazing amount of misunder-
standing, together with a number of factual mistakes, in the Eng-
lish literature on the subject’—a subject which has caused much
misunderstanding in the European continent too, mainly on account
of its popularity amongst laymen, who lack the philosophical train-
ing which is absolutely necessary to understand existentialism,
which is itself—notwithstanding the widespread opinion which holds
the contrary view—an extremely difficult and highly technical sub-
ject, to be compared in this respect for instance with contemporary
symbolic logic, not with a newspaper. This is not a denial of the
importance of the literary forms of expression, which the French
existentialists have used; but it can serve us to stress the fact that
only acts of pure thinking will enable us to see what is behind
these apparently so divergent opinions, statements and convictions
expressed in plays and novels. It is necessary, therefore, to con-
sider first dispassionately the fundamentals upon which the whole
building rests, though these at first sight abstruse thoughts are
not easy to grasp. This is the only way to see the unity behind
the manifoldness and to give a first attempt at an explanation of
the facts which baffle so many outsiders and which constitute pro-
blems generally left unanswered. Such are the questions like: how
is it possible that there are Protestant, Roman Catholic and atheist
existentialists? Highly spiritual as well as materialist existen-
tialists? Existentialists, who seem to hold views akin to Nazism or

Marxism as well as those who subscribe to the values of the demo-
cracies?

There is no country which has sought as much for the unity
behind the diversities as India. Why could it not be attempted
in India, after the initial misunderstandings which are only natural
if one considers the situation in England, America and the Euro-
pean continent itself, to see behind the divergent manifestations

4. Werner Brock, author of: Introduction to con
sophy, Cambridge 1935, and editor of: M. Heideg;
London 1949, -

5. Two examples from a work of objectively hi :
clopaedi.a Britannica (additions for 1948 ind 1939)}.“g1}:1 sigzsdalg tth? Ency_-
that existence precedes essence is explained as “that is th’erem: o thesis
human .nat.:urt.e”. This is a superficial flattening, which xr;akes th;s e
wholly insignificant. In 1949, existentialism is headed under “ethi s,t,atem?nt
does 130t apply to the philosophy of any of the existentialists lg'l? ) which
Sartre’s, whatever impression some parts of his work may giv’en sven to

temporary German philo-
ger, Existence and Being,
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of this latest—and, in my opinion, in some respects, hight?st—deve-
lopment of the European philosophical tradition, the'umty? Th.e
essential unity, one would be tempted to say, were it not tl'lat it
may be expected that we have in this case to conceive an existen-
tial unity. As a first step upon this road I should like to commu-
nicate the following reflections on Heidegger. I h.'ftve chpsen hfs
“Sein und Zeit”. which appeared in 1927, as a starting point, as it
seems that this ,is at the same time the most important and the
least known book.6 This work is notoriously and sometimes indeed.
desperately difficult, and the reproach of presumption could come
to me were it not that the following notes presuppose the assump-
tion, that they can only be considered as a ﬁrs.,t introduction to a
subject, the profundity and importance of which lead me to the
hope that it may be studied more deeply.

II

In India it is often said that Western philosophy has little con-
nection with life: it does not necessarily influence the actual life
of human beings, it does not show to man an ideal after which
he can strive, it does not help him in the decisions he has to take
daily. But then it is sometimes added, that there are important
exceptions to this in the West too, in contemporary philosophy to
be found especially in existentialism, “the philosophy which returns
from theory to life.”

This statement of affairs is misleading, if not wrong, not only
because there is a very close connection between Western thought
and all the aspects of Western culture, but also because of a reason

6. It is controversial whether Heidegger may be rightly called an exis-
tentialist: he repudiates that label because he is mainly interested in the
broblem of being, and not in man, so that he investigates n?t the lat‘t‘e; as
# is manifest in each concrete and unique specimen (which is called “exis~
tenziel”), but its being (“existenzial”). In this sense Heidegger objects againgt

_the “existenzielle” attitude of a Jaspers, who investigates according to his
e” a

own formulation “possibilities of existence”.—I believe, however, tog?ther
with the main critics, that Heidegger is in Sein und Zeit almost“ exclusxvel_s:_
dealing with human being in an “existenzial” as well as in an “existenziel’
way, and that it is doubtful whether it will be principally possible to proceed
to a general ontology—This is an assumption implicit in thl‘s‘ af‘ticle,. wbicl;l
looks upon Heidegger’s thought as‘a fundamental expression of “existentialism”.
I can not of course elucidate this position here (see e.g., A. de Waelhens, La
Philosophje de Martin Heidegger, Louvain 1942, 205.-318), neither evaluate
Heidegger’s later work in the light of this problem (which seems yet to be
one), oo :
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which is philosophically speaking more important and which exhi-
bits a contrary aim which strives for a loosening of such connec-
tions in as far as they presuppose a dependence of philosqphy
upon aspects of culture. In the West philosophy is essentlal.ly
different not only from a way of life but even from a view of ].lf-e
or from what is called in German a “Weltanschauung”. That‘ls
because Western philosophy wants to limit itself to what is certal_n,
or, otherwise speaking, to what is justified in its existence or .m
its meaning. Western thinking aims at absolute truth and it tries
to reach this aim by basing itself upon indubitable data. A Wel—
tanschauung operates with concepts which are in general neither
philosophically clarified nor founded in immediate experience. We
say, that they are not phenomenologically given or that their onto-
logical status is not clear. By this limitation to what is absolutely
certain, however, the results of philosophy in the West seem some-
times meagre to those who want to know as much as possible and
who are, therefore, ready to accept truth on account of other con-
siderations: e.g. because of its value for actual life (not for its
being phenomenologically given in actual life), because of the
high and noble aim it strives for or because of its effectiveness.
In this sense meagre indeed is Descartes’ conclusion “cogito ergo
sum”.  But his doubt has led us here to something indubitable.
Not knowing of any other aim than that of an absolute knowledge,
Descartes refused to admit the existence of what is not entirely
exempt from the possibility of being doubted.

Edmund Husserl (1859-1938), once again trying to draw the
full conclusions of Descartes’ claim, if taken seriously by the phi-
losopher,” has developed to great heights the method which was
implicitly used by many of the great philosophers, i.e., the pheno-
menological method. He says that his starting-point lies before
all particular points of view. It starts with the total realm of what
is immediately given and accessible, previous to all theoretical

thinking. This is also the point of departure of Husser!’
Martin Heidegger (born 1889

different from Husserl’s.
Western philosophy requi
which is generally accept
serl: to investigate wheth
given.—In the following

S pupl].
), who develops it, however, in a way
But for him too the test of truth which
res remains the phenomenological test
ed in continenta] philosophy since Hus-
er an entity is in fact phenomenologically
introduction I will have to abstain from

7. Cf. E, Husser]l, Méditations cartésiennes, Paris 1932,
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a critical investigation of the phenomenological basis of Heideg-
ger's Sein und Zeit, which is, though first of all necessary, an
extremely difficult task requiring extensive analyses. Occasionally,
however, we will touch upon the problem.®

Heidegger is, rightly, not content with Descartes’s Cogito ergo
Sum (the validity of which he even questions on other grounds),
because we do not know what is the meaning and ontological status
of this “sum”, i.e., we do not know what it means that we our-
selves always are. Evidently, it is the kind of being of our own,
human being, which has to be questioned if Descartes’ argument is
to have any significance.—I will try to approach this question from
& point of view which occurs in Indian philosophy, though, of
course, the problems in East and West are not entirely analogous.

Concerning the kind of being of our own being, which cor-
responds roughly to what is called in India the (empirical) soul
or the (empirical) self, two possible solutions are suggested in the
famous Indian controversy between Buddhism (especially $unya-
vada) and Advaita Vedanta: according to the Vedantins the indi-
vidual, empirical soul is a substance (dravya), according to the
Buddhists what we perceive immediately as our own thoughts, feel-
ings, wishes, etc., are not the attributes of a substance, ie., the
soul, but constitute the only reality, whereas such a substance as
soul does not exist at all. Ultimately, the Advaitin holds that the
soul can realise its identity with the Absolute, which cannot be
called a substance as it has no attributes,® whereas the Buddhist
defines release simply as the extinction of the skandhas. In the
former view, the ontological status of the relation between the soul-
substance and its attributes remains unclarified ‘'and mysterious at
the only level in which such distinctions can be made, i.e., in the
IghilOSOpher’s situation when philosophising, which is incompatible
with the status of release.!® In the latter view, the unity of our

8. In connection with “authenticity”; cf. also below, note 27.

9. In the VaiSesika sitras substance (dravya) is deﬁqed as the subst're';te
of qualities (gundéraya). But in Advaita the Absolute is without qualities

nir, a). . )
( lg(t).ln 'I)‘he objection against this criticism, ie., that we will no more raise
such problems when released, does not hold from the. We§tem ph..lloso.phxcal
point of view, because this point of view is ?nly pqssxblg in the .s1tuatlon of
the actually philosophising thinker. A philosophical Jl.lstxﬁcatlo.n 2:- any
philosophical view or doctrine is ontologically founded in the situation in
which we are when we philosophise.
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. ”
consciousness which enables us to speak about “ourselves and
which manifests itself for instance in the phenomenon of memory
cannot be explained, as Sankara already observed.l!

These difficulties disappear when we come to an understand-

ing of Heidegger’s approach, which starts with the observation that
soul is not a substance,

111

If soul is not a substance, the question remains positively:
what is soul? This however is exactly what cannot be askefi’
because substance is from the ontological point of view what is
called in a more logical terminology essence, ie., what can be
defined as the answer to the question “What?” concerning any
entity. The essence of an entity expresses what that entity is.
If there is no essence, it cannot be said what it is. If soul is not
a substance, we cannot say what it is. But an entirely different
fact is, that we can say that it is. Just as the “what-ness” of an
entity is called its essence, so the “that-ness” is called existence.

Aristotle had stated that essence does not entail existence:
we may know what a unicorn or a straight line is (we may be
able to give their definition), but we need not know whether these
entities actually exist, and, in fact, they need not exist at all.!?
In the case of the human soul the contrary holds: We do not know
what it is, but we know that it is. Heidegger goes further with one
highly significant step: Soul is such, that it can principally not be
said what it is, as it is not an essence; or rather, its essence lies
in its existence and only in its existence.

Heidegger uses a purified terminology,

ambiguous terms like soul, possibly evoking a herd of inadequate
associations, are avoided. Thus he speaks about “Dasein”, “the
being which we ourselves always are”; I will translate this—rather
imperfectly—with “human being”. .

Then he makes the following
statement, as an introduction to which the above was intended: “The

in which vague and

11, Vedéntasﬁtraééx’xkarabhésyam 2.2.25;
brance” (anusmrtesea).
12. Likewise, the ontologiéal proof of

ful, but not as a proof, because the transition from i i
y ) 001, essen is
not justified. Later it was to be reali APy

sed that any existence i i
lies altogether outside the realm of r oo factor which

‘ S
“and on account of remem-

easoning (cf, below, p. 34),

the existence of God is meaning~
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“essence” of human being lies in its existence”.’® He who under-
stands what is meant here, sees the consequen?es: the charac-
teristics of this being are not properties or ;j\ttn]‘c:fxt’eys of. a sul?-
stantial being, but they are the modes of being “in” which this
being is. Thus, for instance, “understanding” is not’ a property
of the human being; but it is a mode in which this being is, w}}en
it understands. Likewise, “pleasure” is not an attribute inhering
in the soul, but an act of being or rather th.e way in w.hich we
are when we enjoy. One sees, that, grammatxcal%y speal'(mg, sub-
stantives are replaced by verbs. (This is histomcally significant,
as it points in the direction of Christian origin (wliuch doe_s not
entail dependence upon an exclusively Christian point of 'v1ew)(:
it is well known that the Semitic languages attach great impori-
ance to verbs, whereas the greater importance attached to the
noun in Greek’ is connected with the tendency to think in terms
of substance and attribute—grammatically: noun or substantive
and adjective. That Heidegger’s critical analysis of Greek think-
Ing may also apply to Indian thought is made probable by the
fact that Sanskrit attaches an extreme importance to nouns.!4).

The insight that the “essence” of human being lies in its exist-
ence determines the program of Sein und Zeit.” It has to be specified,
however, in a more precise manner. For this, let us turn back
to substance or essence in its relation to the categories. In a way
which is comparable to the VaiSesika system, Aristotle includes
substance, ousia in the list he gives of the categories. Elsewhere
he substitutes for substance essence, ti esti “what (an entity) is”.
According to Heidegger, this concept has been taken by the Greeks
from the surrounding physical world, or, as he expresses it more
carefully, “from those regions of being which are different from
human being”. Likewise, the categories are “determinations‘ of
the kind of being of those regions of being which are. different

13. For simplicity’s sake I will pass over a difficulty which arises here
on account of the fact that Heidegger's term “existence” contains a certain
ambiguity, as, in a different and more problematic way, even “Dasein” does
(see de Waelhens, o, ¢, 308, 310-311).

14, In Parva Mimérhsi, however, much more importance is attached to

¢ verb, as we are dealing here with the interpretation of injunctions en-
joining actions.—The observations made here do not mean that philosophical
ideas have to be explained by linguistic facts, but that both are connected.
With and passibly the outcome of a deeper lying mode of thinking in the
human being (cf, the author’s Parmenides and Indian thought, The Philoso-
Phical Quarterly 28 (1955) 81-106, 105). o
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from our own, human being” (Seinsbestimmungen des nichtda-
seinsmissigen Seienden). The transfer of the categories in our
thinking to our own being and the application of them in this re-
gion of being, where they are forced upon the phenomena, con-
stitutes a fundamental mistake which Heidegger combats through-
out his work. In this tendency the full implications are drawn for
the first time of an insight which is announcing and manifesting
itself since centuries, e.g. in scholastic theology, i.e., that man is
not a thing. This has been firstly simply rejected as materialism;
but the study of Heidegger shows us that this tendency is much
deeper and penetrates the whole of our thinking.

As it is customary for Heidegger, he does not simply criticise
and elucidate, but he attempts to show how an idea which he com-
bats could or even had to come into being. Thus he discloses as a
fundamental mode of our being the continuous turn to and orien-
tation on account of the regions of being different from our own.
This is a kind of metaphysical escapism. The image man makes
of himself is taken in the first place from the external reality. It
is in his “nature” to turn outside and this tendency can increase
to such an extent that we have to speak of a being overwhelmed
by things or a being lost in them.,

It has been pointed out that the categories cannot help our
thinking about the human being. For this purpose we evidently
need other concepts. Thus Heidegger introduces as the possible
characterisations of modes of our own, human being, Existenzia-
lien, “existentials”. Their study constitutes the main task of the
Daseinsanalytik, the analytical interpretation of our being. Cate-
gories and existentials constitute the two possible characterisa~
tions of being. The first help us to answer the question “What?”,
the second “Who?”. With regard to our own being we cannot
but ask “Who?”, as this being is always our own and as such
unique. But Heidegger repudiates the name Existentialism,
as philosophy does not deal exclusively with our own being but
with being in general.’’ Sein und Zeit as we know it, however, deals
almost exclusively with human being; but it was intended as the
first part of the complete work, the promised second part of which
had not appeared s.incti 1.927. In” the latest edition, however,
-(1953) the sub-heading “First Part” was left out; but principally

15. Cf, above, note 6,

THE EXISTENTIALISM OF MARTIN HEIDEGGER 17

it always has to follow and Heidegger’s later work contains sc.at,-
tered indications as to the possible contents it could ha.\ve (which
were also announced in the first part in a programmatic form).

At this stage two fundamental questions ha\.ze to be asked:
Why should we start with seeking for existentials? HO\A.I can
existentials be found? These lead us to a more general con:s.ldera-
tion of Heidegger’s concept of philosophy and to a closer inspec-
tion of the method he uses.

v

The discrimination between our own being and oth(?r being is
quite evident. The distinction between the kind_ of being of our
own being!® and the kind of being of other being, .between the
“existential” and the “categorical”, is introduced clar.lﬁefi and de-
veloped by Heidegger. But this can only be a beginning. Also
the information, that the Greeks and therefore also most of the
later European thinkers (but also for instan‘ce' greater. parts of the
Brahmanas and Upanisads) operated exclusively with concepts
taken fr.om the realm of “things”, is not entirely new.. But what
does this “thing-i-fication” mean? Why does our being turn' to
the things firstly? What is the positive structure of our being,
which can probably teach us more than any refinements of
the negative truth, that its structure is different from the structure
of the being of things? Can we answer such questions, hovfrever,
tan they even be asked, if we do not know what is the meaning of
being in general, before any specification?

This last question is and remains the pivo'ta.l ;‘u‘obl,erfn of
Heidegger’s thinking. For him, we will ever remain in fruitless
invistigations if we do not once realise, that we do not ‘only not
know what the meaning of being is, but that we even have for-
gotten that there is at all a problem of being. The problem seems
of no importance and interest to us, as we take it for granted and
for self-evident: being is what everything is, it is the emptiest,
Vaguest and most general of all concepts, a summum genus tb
which no significance can be given. Thus Sarkara, too, calls it
Superfluous to state that different entities belong to those most

*

‘

18. The German language expresses this much more ad.equately as “Sein
des Seienden”, e.g., “Sein des Daseins”, as it would be possible in Greek too,

M 3
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general genera like substantiality!” or essentiality (sattd).!’® But
then how can it be understood that this being, which means almost
nothing,’* is in each case principally and clearly distinct from
non-being? Why is there such an enormous difference, indeed the
most fundamental difference conceivable, between these two possi-
bilities: that (an) entity is or that it is not?

Philosophy is the investigation of being in particular but
especially in general, as being qua being (as Aristotle said), onto-
logy. As such it has first of all to pose the problem of the meaning
of being. This first question takes in actual thinking the following
form: how can we find an access to being? For this, we have only
to realise that we are ourselves. The being which we are always
ourselves, human being, must be the starting point of any investi-
gation of being. That we are principally able to ask ourselves the
question of the meaning of being denotes at the same time a mode
of our being: namely, that we have a first, vague, probably inade-
quate and partly implicit understanding of being (Seinsverstindnis)-
This we have to develop and to make more explicit. In this sense,
philosophy is a mode of our being which is not fundamentally dif-
ferent from but only more explicit than what our life ordinarily is.
—As such, philosophy is dependent on our life, and this proble-
matic assertion of Heidegger is of the utmost importance in con-
nection with the problem of truth (which on a phenomenological

basis can never he shown to be universal) and of historicism,
problems which are discussed later in Sein und Zeit.

It is sketched above how a close analysis of our own being
leads to the introduction of existentials and to the investigation of
these. It is explained above why we have to start with human
being in any general investigation of being. Hence, methodolo-
gically, we can but start with the quest of existentials. The re-
maining question, how this is possible, has to be envisaged next.

In the beginning sections of Sein und Zeit it is made clear that
the method to be used is the phenomenological one.
from the methodological point of view, phenomenology. It starts
considering the things as they present themselves to us and as
they are in this presentation. We need not say “as they appear”,

Ontology is,

17. Thus making the mistake which Heidegger combats.
18, Vedantasatrasankarabhasyam 2. 3. 7.
19. Hegel equated being and nothing, an

_ d Heidegger interprets this
in his own way (Was ist Metaphysik? 1929, 36) P
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. : 114
5 1 thre s sy somei Wb e o o
ears”, henomenological metno g
Ic)onsfdera’fi}:rzx I()Jf entities and does not presuppose azl?; me;aspl'tizl
cal theory like that of things in themselves Td i mgsn in thS;
present themselves to us in appearances. P . el-lomeilothe result
phenomenological sense is everything as it is; 1t is no as for in-
of any restriction based upon metphysi (‘:‘al assump t1;)1ns, ena are
stance the assumption that the only “reliable 1p enom na axe
sense-data. Heidegger shows at length how ontc? ogy (;'antiveyand
phenomenology. The phenomenological method is exp ;:adoes o
interpretative; it shows the phenomena as they ,ari'h later parts
prove or argue. But it can be sometimes seen m.(1 e i inls)ight
of Heidegger’s work, that this method often provides ar:l sient
which makes our questions asking for e::;planatlonS_ an " b ot
superfluous. To denote the explicative and 1nterpreta.tlv’c’3 ; Sr acter
of this method, Heidegger uses tfée ;;f]r}? i‘herlr)l;ir}ls;rtms'l"hss ;ﬁ;’og_
i ic theology an eim . B

izistféciifsla‘s‘zii\trersal g;§7henomenological ontoloslgly, Ol’lg{::fltln%
with and based upon the hermeneutics of our own, human being.

v

The previous sections are all only introductory aéxd corr:.sponi
to selected portions of the introduction' and to the first ksec fon ;13
Sein und Zeit (which contains 83 sectlo‘ns): We. n‘ow” now w. 27
and how we have to seek existentials. ‘Existentialism” can start,
as it were, at this stage. But immediat,ely Vf/hen we enter upon
this path, it becomes clear that Heidegger's entirely new pr-oceslure.s
ask considerable effort on the part of our undferstandmg, w%nch is
used to think in terms of the conceptual, which ‘meant untx.l nf;w
the categorial, the substantial, ete. Tk}erefore, in the be-glmmﬁg
portions, our author has again and again to warn us against t'Ie
misunderstandings which our deep-rooted‘ hab1t§ of tl.ao'ught readily
accept as solutions. Sein und Zeit remains unintelligible fox.‘ ar‘xy-
one who does not see the inadequacy of the. conceptlfal thinking
analysed above when applied to our own being, Dasein.

Two things are already pointed out in .the above conside'ra.
tions: that our being is a being having a kind of }md?rsfandmg
for his own kind of being; and that it is a being which is always
my own” (jemeinig). These characterisations of' our being must
be seen and understood on account of the determination of human
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being which Heidegger has called “being-in-the-world” (In-der-
Welt-sein) —the first existential?®

This is an indivisible but analysable unity, as indicated by the
hyphens. We should not apply the categories of part and whole or
visualise it as something (the I) being located inside another thing
(the world). Neither is it comparable to the being of our body
in the universe. This characterisation belongs to man as he is:
it is not as if man were an entity in himself, having in addition
to that sometimes a relation to a world. But that our body is in
space and that we can have a relation to the world is phenomenolo-
gically only possible because we are always being-in-the-world.
This concept is immediately seen to be justified when we realise,
in the words of de Waelhens,?! that “there is no “I” if not by and
in a relation to something other than “I” or because of a relation

- Yo an exterior absolute, which, when organised, will become the
world of my experience”, '

All these elucidations have a negative form. This is neces
sarily involved in the concept, as the latter denotes a structure
which is always implicit in everything we think or act or will,
which is the cause of the fact that we always “jump” over it, pass
over it unconsciously and have it as a silent presupposition. It
could be compared to an a priori structure (which shows how,
historically, the idea of existentials could develop from the idea of
an a priori). It can and has to be further specified with the help
of other structures which Heidegger’s explicative procedure shows
in the course of his book. I will try, however, to give two more
positive characterisations, one taken from a small but important
contribution by Heidegger to a collection of essays presented to
Husserl in 1929,2 the other taken from one of the scientific regions
which have been and are still increasingly influenced by Hei&eg‘
‘ger’s work, Thus, the latter shows at the same time something

of the considerable influence which Sein und Zeit has exerted
also qutside philosophy.

20. He':id_egger’s In-der-Welt-sein has its counterpart in the Indian con-
cept of sarhsira. Prof. J. L. Mehta writes to me, that Vallabha distinguishes
between sathsira and jagat, the former "

denoting the jiva's state of i ion
in worldliness, the latter referring to the world € O immersio
dent of the jiva, as objectively real, indepen-

2. o. c, 36. ‘. .
© 22, Vom Wesen des Grundes; reprinted 1931, 1949

THE EXISTENTIALISM OF MARTIN HEIDEGGER 21

In his essay, Heidegger calls “being-in-.the-world” a furtber
determination of “transcendence”. That with respect' tg wh1c,1,1
transcendence takes place, that to which is transcended, is w?rld \
This is further explained with the help of a s’ketch’of the history
of the meanings of the term “world”, starting w1‘§l"1 the Grfzek
kosmos. From this he infers, that world is not a kind of 'bemg,
but a mode of being, as well referring to the totality of being, as
also relative with respect to human being. WOI:M bel_ongs as such
to human being, though it comprises all being‘, mclud.mg our own.
The human aspect of the phenomenon world is especially §tres§ed
in early Christian writings, where it is a symb.ol for the ahenatm,?
of man from God, e.g., in the expression “the wisdom of t%e world”.
This is the origin of the modern English usage of ; w?rldly ,
“mundane”, “the opinion of the world”, “all the wox:ld (1.:3., 1';he
society), etc. Without being able to follow here Heidegger’s line
of investigation in full, I did want to suggest with the help of one A
example how his terms, although often uncommon and generally
misunderstood at first sight, are not arbitrarily chosen but are
closely connected with established, though often not stressed,
meanings.

The second more positive characterisation is never given by
Heidegger himself, but has helped me somewhat in undfe_rst?nding
the meaning and the phenomenological basis of the “being-in-the-
world”, If Heidegger's existentials. are really fundamental and
not mere abstractions, they must apply to the human being in all
its aspects, as for instance to human beings being affected by men-
tal diseases. The most important of these are those, where not
one aspect of the personality is affected, but the personality as a

“whole and as such: these are the psychoses, for instance schizo-
‘phrenia. Medical as well as purely phenomenological observa-
tidns (which can be the same and which nowadays are consciously
combined) have made it perfectly clear that it is wrong to describe
the process which is developing here as a kind of mere brutaliza-
tion or “animalisation” of what is human. On the contrary, the
patients are undoubtedly human. Such a being remains necessari-
ly human, but on account of an unimaginable and gruesome lack
of eommunication we cannot apply any words of our e:\re:yday
language to their situation as a whole—with one exception: we
can say and we say in such a case: “he lives in his own world".
Here it seems to me that the fundamental existential which Heideg-
ger introduced comes to sight and shows its applicability .where

- everything else (namely the traditional terms: soul, consgiousness,
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feeling, will, thought, adaptation, speech, etc.) fails.—I hope that
it is understandable now, too, that the term “world”, under the
influence of Heidegger’s Daseinsanalytik, has taken a new and fu¥1
significance in contemporary psychiatry on the European conti-
nent, e.g. with L. Binswanger.

Vi

We have dealt with one of the existentials and though th_e
treatment has necessarily been in a high degree incomplete, it
may have given some suggestions pointing in a direction to what
is meant and what can only be fully understood by patient study
of the original. The further sections of Sein und Zeit deal with
other existentials with constant reference to the problem of being
and give occasionally and as secondary applications important con-
tributions to the solution of the classical problems of philosophy,
for instance the problems of epistemology, the meaning of truth,
the reality of the outer world, the origin of language, the meaning
of symbols, the problems of historicism, ete. More rarely other
thinkers are referred to, but as such Parmenides, Plato and Aris-
totle, Augustine, Pascal, Kant, Kierkegaard, Dilthey and Husserl
occur, whereas Descartes and Hegel are critically analysed at
greater length (in the former the conception of the world and in
the latter the conception of time).23 The main trend of jdeas how-
ever, is developed strictly methodologically (which is very different
from e.g. Karl Jaspers or Gabriel Marcel) according to the prin-
ciples laid down in the beginning; and the traditional problems
referred to are only considered if and when the analysis is naturally
led to their consideration. The major part of Sein und Zeit is
entirely new and seems for a long time during study to be unrelated
to previous thinking. The problems themselves are new and show
occasionally the superficiality of previous problems and solutions.

23. Heidegger’s historieal interpretations are always highly original,
thought provoking and often controversial. Apart from his thesis of 1916
about Duns Scotus, he has written about Anaximander (Der Spruch des
Anaximander in: Holzwege (1950) 296-343), about Parmenides (Moira in:
Vortrige und Aufsiitze (1954) 231-256), about Heraclitug (Logos und Ale-
;heia, 1o.c., 207;)230 and 257-283), about Plato (Platons Lehre von der Wahr-
eit, 1942), about Kant (Kant und das Pro i
about Hegel (Hegels Begriff der : Plom der etaptysik, 1920).

] Erfahrung in: Holzwege, 105-192) and
about Nietzsche (Nietzsches Wort “Gott ist tot” "y )

in: Holzwege 193-247 and
Wer ist Nietzsches Zarathustra? in Vortriige 101 :

-126). Apart from this he
has repeatedly written about the poet Friedrich I-Iii'lderlin.p °
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Of this part it is therefore principally impossible to give an 1d'ea
In this short paper. It is especially dangerous—a danger to w}.nch
Several critics have succumbed—to draw premature. conc?usxor}s
from the simple occurrence of terms which evoke .certam feelings in
Some readers, as for instance, death, care or anxiety (Sorge}, }(ion-
science, guilt, decay, dread. Heidegger has, of course, cbo§en t ex:n
not without reason; but in order to know the reason it is neces-
sary to study the whole work thoroughly. We w111' touch shortly
upon some of them, but only after having mf:lde still a refere‘nce
to the concept of time, which plays, as is evident from the title,
an important part in the book.

The second half of Sein und Zeit, called “human being and
temporality” (Dasein und Zeitlichkeit), deals with a set. of pro-
lems connected with the analysis of time. There, for instance,
our ordinary implicit idea of time is derived fr.om a much det.eper-
lying mode of being of the human being; thus it can ]c?e.e'xplamed,
amongst other things, that we have at all the possibility to be
“in” time. The analysis of the notions of past, present and. future
(where the value of the future is especially stressed, while e.g.,
Sartre, taking over most of Heidegger’s analysis qf time,2 under-
lines the present)—the analysis of these three notions bear§ some
distant resemblance with Augustine’s equally phenomenological in-
terpretation of time,?S where it is said that past, present and fujc\%re
appear in memory, attention and expectation. Even §evere crlltlcs
of Heidegger have called his analysis of time a lastl.ng. contn'bu-
tion to philosophy; but it seems questionable Whet}%er it 1s.p0551b1e
to separate this part of his analysis from the preceding sections.

It is interesting to observe that the phenomenological validity
of one of the main distinctions of Heidegger is questionable, i.e.
the distinction between “authentic” (eigentlich) and “inauthentic”
(dneigentlich), to which I should like to make a refere.nce lastly,
as it is central to his thought and as it shows something of the
general structure and of the interrelatedness of the topics of Sein
und Zeit. — We have seen that according to Heidegger it is a
Primary tendency of man to turn outside, to lose himself in the
world, and then, after returning, to see himself in terms of the

24, Important portions of Sartre's work are excellent French adaptation;
of Sein und Zeit and often there is a strict correspAondance bety’v’een tthFrenc
and the German technical terms (for instance “étre.a—pour-.sox &:’nd étre-en-
80i” for respectively “Dasein” and “nichtdaseinsméssiges Seiendes”).

25. Confessiones XI,
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external world of things. When I called this a kind of metaphysical
escapism, I alluded already to the fact that Heidegger calls this the
inauthentic mode of our being. To this corresponds the authentic
mode, in which we see ourselves as we really are. Thus, if we
search for the ontological status of the “I”, we find phenomeno-

logically first of all in everyday life an impersonal “subject”, the:

hidden subject of “it is thought”, “it is said”, “people go”, etc.:
“anybody” (das Man). From this inauthentic mode of beings
which tyrannises everyday life, we have to proceed to find an
authentic mode of being. Likewise, if we, searching for ourselves
as we really are, want to discover our being in its totality, includ-
ing its extremest possibilities, we have to envisage death, which is
the limit, end and determination of life. Here again the inauthentic
mode of being of our everyday life tries to adopt an attitude in
which it dissimulates the actual significance of death. But when
authentic, human being accepts its finiteness facing death, which
is the innermost possibility which we always have to envisage

alone, though people say that others die and that we ourselves
will die only later.

Authentic existence is the acceptance of anticipated death. In
this acceptance we perceive the “nothing” of our being and this
is the cause of our guilt. For according to Heidegger we are not

guilty for some particular action or thought only; but we are in
principle guilty,

and therefore it *becomes possible for us to be guilty for

a particular action or thought? To face our own death

is the same as to accept our guilt and to envisage our
. nothingness.

Towards this attitude we are led by our conscience,
in which it is not the memory of some performed act which
intrudes into our self-satisfaction (which would be ontologically

26. Critics of Heidegger have said that he depends evidently on the
Christian doctrine of the “status corruptionis” of man. I would say, on the
contrary, that, if Heidegger is right in his concept of guilt he is certainly
right in remarking (Sein und Zeit, 306, note) that only after this analysis
(the only test of which is, whether it is phenomenologically justified) an

ontological basis is discovered for such a thing as the Christian doctrine of
the status’ corruptionis, “The ontology of hi

the . uman being ... does not know
of sin”. That the experiences of Christianity are

because we are nothing, once and for all,
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.Opaque), but in which the human being calls itself with fl silent
call and summons itself to accept guilt and to face death, 1t.s own
inner possibility. The attitude manifest in this acceptance is alllsc;;
called Entschlossenheit, “resolution”, and shows as such tha .
authentic existence is not an achievement once a.nd for'all, l?ut a
status which has to be conquered again and again. This attitude
of resolution is not reached by a withdrawal fl.'om the w'o?ld .c:f
every day: for it has to perform—only in a dlffe{rent 51:1>1r1f;-—-.1ts
daily task just like anybody has to perform it, be 1t‘most .y in its
Inauthentic mode of being, in which “people” escape in their tasks.
Authentic being, on the other hand, perf.orms .1ts task. and f}ll.l'].ﬁls
its duty facing its own reality, accepting its guilt and its not .1ng-
ness and therefore in a certain mode of detachment from the things
of the external world, in which “anybody” is entangled

Though this brief survey of some of_the conc.epts Wlt(}il Wth};
Heidegger operates is nothing but a ﬁrst mt.roductlon and oes‘no
yet entitle us to draw general conclusions, it may already be sup-
Posed that there lies a problem in the usage of the terms authent.lc
and inauthentic: it is the question, namely, Wheth.er the way in
Which Heidegger introduces and util?se.s them' is phenomeno-
logically fully justified. In particular it is questmnablg whether
anything is phenomenologically given whlc_h may e'ntxtle us to
Prefer the authentic mode to the inauthentic, as Hexdggger does
undoubtedly (though he explicitly denies it). It seems likely, that
at this point unadmitted presuppositions of a religious character
(though without anywhere referring to God). occur. But on. the
other hand again (cf. above note 26) it is posmblz? that here‘ strlctl.y
Phenomenological structures are discovered which made 1r.1.t%1e1r
turn certain religious concepts possible. I venture the crlt}c?sm,
however, that this is unlikely and that we find here a religious
attitude which cannot be justified (neither phenomenologically,
hor personally by those who adopt the authentic .attitude) 1f no
oundation is sought in a God, who is phenomenologically not given
(cf. below, VII, sub (4).

I have mentioned this difficulty mainly in order to show that
We have always to be cautious not to regard the p}}enomenological
analysis as a view of life, a “Weltanschauung”, which would show
Us how to live and how to think. Heidegger, indeed, stresses else-
Where rightly, that though the phenomenon of resolution or choice

turns out to be of central importance in the phenomenological ana-

- Vsis, it does not help anybody in any particular choice, exactly

Because choice is an entirely personal and a unique act, which is
Ml 4
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always our own and which we have to perform ourselves. If
philosophy would provide us with a manual of instruction for life,
it would destroy exactly that which is first of all given phenomeno-
logically in human being and which we regard fortunately—trans-

cending again the phenomenological limits!—as the highest good:
our own and personal freedom.2

21. An ever recurrent problem of European philosophy, appearing in
different forms, is especially knotty in connection with Heidegger: has philo~
sophy indeed to Umit itself 1o phenomenology? An affirmative answer i0

L i e point of departure and remains the leading motive 0
this article. But on that account certain major problems are not envisageds
for this affirmative answer itself is assumed and need not be justified pheno~
menologically. We are here evidently in a circle, as it is often the case ift

» Dilthey and Heidegger). Now guestions arise
such as: if the phenomenological analysis of human being compels us 0
accept that human being always tries to g0 beyond phenomenology, have W€
to transcend it too? To this the answer has still to be negative. But, when

. unded in the one who holds it (even if it is not for-
warded sincerely!), phenomenological value? Hag truth, when its objectivity
Is denied and apart from authenticity (itself phenome’nologicauy not fully
Justified), lost all meaning? Doeg bhenomenology annul itself? And has
there?ore rhilosophy to go beyond phenomenology? Does that mean, lastlys
that it has not only to give up its universality, but that it has to renounce
from such claims for ever?—It seems that the last six questions have to be

éqswereélfinsthe affirmative, But it is evident, then, that important problems
arise, » Sein und Zeit, last paragraph of §62; §63 Ihens, 01
176 sq., 319 sq.—It may be a ; §63. De Wae

dded that actually phy smaller
and smaller part in Heide Y bbenomenology plays a

gger’s later work. which -acted on that
account by many, ich has been rejecte

ount by although it is only the outcome of the above situation
which is itself g Tiecessary consequence of th

adopted in Sein und Zeit, It phenomenology i
we have to return to Husserl’s concept of it and to be content with the

limited, though undeubtedly rich and profound, results his method has
yielded and still is to yield in the future. Othexzwise we have to go con~
sciously beyond phenomenclogy in acceptj dard which
will enable us to judge w, Py @ standar
human being concerning his
cerned, or are valid for human being as such, This may be one of the mait
tasks for philosophy in the future, But even when it will b: impossible t0
‘ﬁnd such a stanc'iard .which is, if not provably universa] gt leasf generauy
accepted, it remains ‘hxghly important to study the phenor;enological analysis

) being; it is i 8
ealised by those critics who hold that Hegj’degg::el?:s ;h;t s\t}l::se;;e; 01:, Ztoinz
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It remains for me to deal with some of the crit'u.:isms .an.d pro-
blems which arose round Heidegger and round existentialism in
general. The main problem, however, rex.na'lns whether ?vetx?fzi (;;r;—
cept introduced is phenomenologically just{ﬁefi or at least jus 1\;1 at ,f
this is the philosophical problem existentialism pf"esents. N ost o
the following questions, on the other hand,' zju'e layman’s .qL;;as;
tions and result from the erroneous supposition that what 1?1*}1 u
a phenomenological analysis were in fact a Wel'canscl'xauu.ng.t‘ﬁ ;iy
show the always recurrent desire to go b'eyond F?e 11}115 i athe
content of philosophy into the regions of.a view of l% e, v&; eret.t. e
ontological status and the phenomenological foundfmondo 1e)n 2 }ie:
are no more questioned. In fact, there can be little fou 1;h taft
much of the popularity of eXistentialisr.n is due to th.e act t a;l i
is looked upon as a view of life providing a way of life as well.—

The questions are:

(1) Why is Heidegger difficult?

(2) Is existentialism pessimistic?

(3) Is it anthropocentric?

(4) Is it atheistic?

(5) Is it an outcome of the world wars?
(6) Is it irrational?

In reviewing these questions major attention will be given to
Heidegger, but other existentialists will be occasionally referred to.

VII
(1) Why is Heidegger “difficult”?

There is sometimes a general complaint about the difﬁculty
of so-called German philosophy. It is argued, tl?en, that French
and British thinkers seem generally to manage w1t.h the help of a
clearer language which is easier to understand '(thlS .do.es not _hold
in exceptional cases, for instance the French ex1stentxahsts., nelt}.ler
in the case of a thinker like Whitehead; not to speak of logie, which
has become highly technical. On the other hand,. some German
thinkers are not “difficult”, which could even be said, amongst the

beyond the analysis of a certain type of human being, historically, psycho-
logically, ete, predetermined. Even if only valid for Ma::tn} Hleldeﬁer
himself, it would be important for all. In that ca‘s:e, _howe\.rer, ,:t .1s c e.ar ; at
We are far from a “existenziale” and only at a ?xmtenmelle m.vestlgatlon,
in the sense of Jaspers. And then, certainly, Heidegger is nothing but »an
existentialist,
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existentialists, of J aspers). The question is here evidently, whews»
the ideas of those, who express themselves in a difficult language
could be put in an easier language as well.—Heidegger has in the
beginning of his work a reference to this, of which I will try to

give an almost literal translation in order to give at the same time
an idea of his style?:

“With regard to the unshapeliness and the lack of beauty

in the expressions used in the following analyses, it may be

remarked: it is one thing to talk about being, it is another
thing to examine being on its mode of being. For the latte?
task not only the words are generally lacking, but most of ﬁ}u
the “grammar”. If it be permitted to refer to previous and i
their level incomparable investigations into being, one may
compare ontological sections in Plato’s Parmenides or t_he
fourth chapter of the seventh book of Aristotle’s Metaphysics
with a narrative episode from Thucydides, and one will seé
how unheard of the formulations were, which the Greeks wereé
entrusted with by their philosophers. And as the forces are
essentially weaker and in addition to that the region of being
which has to be unlocked ontologically much more difficult
than that which existed for the Greeks, the circumstantiality

and copiousness of the concepts and the harshness of the ex~
pressions will increase.”

(2) Is existentialism pessimistic?

Optimism and pessimism are attitudes which transcend what is
phenomenologically given as in the present, and which, too, cannot
be discovered as essentials or existentials in man, as both occur

in different individuals. If any of them, therefore, would occur irr .
gression outside the phero-

an existentialist writer, he makes a di
menological and ontological field.

If it be asked, whether the results of the Daseinsanalytik give
any reason to be optimistic or pessimistie, it must also be answered

28. ‘The difficulties of a translation of philosophical German into English
are sometimes next to insurmountable. To give an instance: one of the most
fundamental discriminations in metaphysics, that between “Sein” and “Seien-
des” (the Greek einai and on), cannot be translated literally as both
correspond fo only one English term, “being” (cf. above, note 18) —There

* is some analogy with the relation in Sanskrit between simfinya (or suddha)
satta and visigta sattd, logical termg denoting for ihstan

! ce respectively the
being of clay in general and the being of clay in the pot,
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first of all that such reflections are outside the scoi);le of ;h;an 53};11‘;);
sophical method. Are they nevertheless wanted, 1en 1h may bo
bointed out that the work of Hei@egger has lggt ;))::tyalséoothe pur
“nothingness”, our “being thrown in the word , but & e
Lty ao e e o o al;"ays. izeﬁaii isc;;aping the lives
l ower our decisions | in g
;ftyos;gjg:s anctlhzt}?ers. It is in the existentialist’s spn;;c,t }thgu;gr};

i i the future is ours an a
outside his scope, to stress that . ‘ e
cannot talk aboit it as something outside ours:elves,e which may g
“up” or “down” independently of our own existence.

ie?
(3) 1Is existentialism anthropocentric?

Jean-Paul Sartre has called egistentxahsm a };uz::::?,u::;
though I do not know whether Hexdegg?r has ;vel pected voon
his booklet, 1 suppose that he would. dlsaugreec.1 e L e
succeeded in pointing out that there is me.tho Z O}i’m Y but one
saund way leading to a general investigation © ; n%l the way
starting with our own being. Our own being is mo ‘ Prtance in
this respect and for us; but to attac}-x any p?miryof p}(:enomeno. »
it apart from this is again transcending the limits of p :

logy.

(4) Is existentialism atheistic?

The Daseinsanalytik can be neit.her theis_tic nor ithe;t:;. t}i
Phenomenological analysis cannot give afxy goudgmfl}t 3 out the
existence of entities other than huma'm being. fBu. i (1ise pot out
e e s waperience it of something which
‘ i ere there is an experi
::;ginbtegfie?&oa. That Heidegger has not‘found ;u:h a I:md.:
of existence means to me that a divine -expenence, i A :x;s sl,1 kze
not essential to every human heing, ie. is not an e:‘ustenfxau(h e
being-in-the-world). At any rate, ‘the mterpretatxoz; ?t §n¢éom.
mode of being is highly controversial on account of its i

'Mmensurability with other experiences and ;l)henomfenwh‘)gica1 data.

23, Elsewhere Heidegger makes a raﬂger dlslqmz;g reference to the
Fr i inlists, where Sartre must be inc . '
enS‘;)h ?I‘:'teerﬁ;:h:tsciif;:r:nce in the concept of“phe:':omenbl?gy accorc;:ini 1;(;
Husser] and to Heidegger, as medfo:.mez Izt‘é‘::;é fi:cn:eae;i};ukmﬁoxﬁ? wI t ?m s
Slimi in advance by a “reduction”, ‘ . Tt me
btml:lneit;?meﬁ ‘;xe‘;: toobythat Husgserl himsglf has re;ected»h the existentialist

‘developments of hig method., -
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I hope that it is clear to those who have followed these reflec-
tions until now, that in a Daseinsanalytik there is no place for a
discussion concerning the existence of God. This has of course no
consequences at all with regard to his possible existence. There
is scope in human being for a being-in-relation-to-God (Sein.Zu
Gott), but Heidegger has not found anything of this kind during
his analysis. As far as I know, he makes only once a reference t0
it, in “Vom Wesen des Grundes”3! This is in the context of 'aﬂ
investigation concerning the being-in-the-world, which contains
(historically) some idea of “alienation from the divine” (see above,
p. 21). For this reason he inserts a note, remarking that the inter-
pretation of Dasein as being-in-the-world entails no opinion wh:at-
soever, positively or negatively, concerning a possible being-in-
relation-to-God. But he rightly adds, that only this interpretation
of Dasein as being-in-the-world or as transcendence can provide 2

sufficient basis for an investigation into the problem of a possible
relation to God of human being.

It may be mentioned here too (as it is a not so well-known
piece of information) that Heidegger, when asked, after the war,
by a visitor (R. Scherer) whether there was any “group” of which
he could say that his attitude differed least from it, “made the
surprising remark that he could go along with a liberated Tho-
mism”, This need cause no surprise if the real phenomenological
significance of the Daseinsanalytik is grasped. To shelter, how-

ever, Heidegger and other existentialists in labelled rooms and
reject on that account their achie

vements, is the same as rejecting
Plato because he may have

“believed” somehow in Greek gods.

It may not be out of place here to say a few words about

the other existentialists who are not Christians, i.e. Jaspers and
Sartre,

Karl Jaspers’ concept of God cannot be dealt with in a few
lines. It is well-known that there is Neoplatonic influence in his
thinking on this point, but I am not sure after all whether his God
is personal or impersonal. If the divine remains in his thinking
impersonal, this does not exclude (as it does usually) that we
find in his work investigations into and descriptions of the
human personality of a rare penetration, which classes him to-
gether with the other existentialists .on the “‘personalist side”.

31 36, n. 56. Also in “Brict liber den Humanismus” (1947), as Dr
Panikker writes to me, '

9
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But for a modern Westerner, to believe in an lrilpizrsa(;rrfsst(}zﬁ
comes very near to atheism (because the piltsirlla than the im-
Ways, implicitly or explicitly, valued more flg JB;s ers cerfainty
bersonal) .—It is more important, however, that for : gf hilosophi-
about God’s being is a presupposition, not a resu P

sing 32

It is often quoted that Jean-Paul Sartre said tth;a(: ch‘zc;ll‘dzgi
to him existentialism is nothing else but an ?ttemp't'on Though
full conclusions from a consisten’d,y at.he'lstlc B to' interpret
this seems quite clear, I do not thml? s ;O ea;;ssjtence of God,
adequately. If atheism means the dema‘l of t e ex e ot
just as theism means the conviction (.)f his ?Xl-ste;nce, hilosophy “to
both are equally unacceptable starting points o.rthpr of thom is
draw full conclusions from”, simply b?causeAnféiV?ne” factor or
given phenomenologically in human }?elng. :vine and to conclude
form may be given, but to interpret it as d1v1?}iz o) becomes 4
for theism (or, in the absence thereof, for a elenoloo‘y o
Very controversial step, as it goes beyond phenoin ‘ncia a.lly \,;vith
the other hand, atheism means a refusal to sltar prll] engmenology
the acceptance of the existence of God, ontology, p
and the Daseinsanalytik are certainly atheistic.

Atheism has become a PhﬂOSOphi?al prolx))bemt lgnlg:?gee dlgcﬁ
special way, which has no parallel outside t}%e ?Os o content with
Nietzsche. Instead of a vulgar kind _Of atheism, elr;gun dlv human
the conviction that God does not exist, a more prtc> obein;’ LD
and sometimes passionate atheism' has ConfleGmdosincere’ly as a
faces the possibility of the non-existence o . t0 : the pursons.
o2l alternative, affecting, if accoefpiii, ctEZr:l?:Eci:syogcurring in the
lity. is announced in some X
nozzelsltostaostoievski too (“How can I be go}(;d, 11f C:locifdflfsugﬁz
exist?”). To pass “existentially” through-fsic o r(:;dy to accept
Is purifying for the theist too, at least if he is erety, no belief
Pascal’s insight that there can be no re?11g1ous s1snct ; ,thought z
without doubt. With this kind of atheism 2.1150 ;lar rfsether o
connected.—It may be added here, that N1etzsc; . (t)fntialism is
Stren Kierkegaard the most direct forerunner of :x1i. e Af,ter
as easily and commonly misunderstood as tl.rle existen 123 - };im o
the manifold misinterpretations which the literature abo .

N

E i i uSSEtzung, nicht

2 “Eu. ne Ge W iSSenl]eit vom Seln Gottes ) cen ist Vota et .

: i 33 ilos phierens"‘ Der phl’losophlsche Glaube, Zurlch 1948, 33
gebms dC‘ Ph 10 o) .
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provided (generally based upon the tendentious misrepresentations
of his sister®), both inside (e.g. during the Nazi period) and out~
side Germany, it is perhaps only in the works of the existentialists
that a good introduction can be found to this thinker, whose work
may still contain much which is for the future to evaluate. In-
dispensable for the understanding of Nietzsche is nowadays
Jaspers’ book;3 but there are significant essays of Heidegger too.**
Such new interpretations show what is already in the texts them-
selves, but what we have been ready to overlook on account of
our prejudices. Thus for instance if we consult the original tei.‘t
where Nietzsche made the statement “God is dead” we read in
the beginning, which deals with a madman who is calling on a
market “I seek God! I seek God!”: “As many were gathered
there of those who do not believe in God, he caused much
laughter”. Then, later, the madman says: “We killed God—you
and I” and lastly: “God is dead”.~From this text it is readily

seen that there is a wvast difference between Nietzsche’s persona1
atheism and the impersonal scienti

former is the great and tragic but
lity, who has chosen; the latter does not at all envisage the choice
“existentially”, used as it is to the s

structure of science and because the investigator does not see that,
even phenomenologically, “God”

stands for “something” in his own
existence, even if it be true that such an entity does not exist
“scientifically speaking” (which can be perfectly true at the same
time),

dangerous act of a free persana-

(5) Is existentialism an outcome of the world wars?

In its simple form this opinion is futile and can be refuted
by chronological consideration

s: Kierkegaard and Nietzsche dixd
long before the first world war (respectively in 1855 and in 1900).
The main existentialist works appeared between the world wars:
for instance, in the same year as Sein und Zeit (1827), Gabriel
Marcel’'s Journal Métaphy:.

Kierkegaard, though Marcel did not know his works at that time

gh not very philosophical
book is: W. A. Kaufmann, Nietzache: Philpsopher, Psychologist, Antichrist;

34. See above, note 23,

fic and materialist atheism: the.

ynthetical and impersonal

sique, which has much in comman with
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i 35 e it shows that
(which is significant, as Bochenski remarks,3 becaus

iritual climate
Kierkegaard’s thinking was c105e1y're_lated t(;; tgfe fsuplidamental im-
of those days). Only one existentialist wor
. ome
Portance (as far as can be seen at therfnsartre’
the outbreak of the second world war:

(in 1943).

s L’étre et le néant

I . f the historical-mate-
Though it is an over-simplification, © me of the world
rialistic tfpe, to explain existentialism as an.so:::l;o e R eciion. On
wars, I would not dare to deny that the:‘ieel ening of the human
the contrary, it seems clear that _the b manifestation of its
consciousness with the gradually .mcre.aslngects on the European
darker, more irrational and more diabolic aiisult;d in a mentality
continent and especially in Germ:'any, }}als. and with the world
which is connected both with existentia lfim d whether a certain
wars. It has become a great pmbl.em mbeeause of its dangers.
kind of profundity has to be ps.zzzlf:;eghessmenobgical analysif;
rifice any P . ; the
OBIElt t‘lz,: tii‘ir::;, saviha‘c we have to sacrlﬁceer::hzf;irailrfalySiS
erroneous assumption that a certain I?heircll‘j;ll ogy. Thus we see
implies a certain view of life or a certaml ical justification main-
that the philosophical claim of phenomeno Ogt r of philosophy and
tains on the one hand the scientific charétic thremely emotional,
avoids on the other hand such appaens Ives during war.—In
consequences as those which manifest themerat novel by Thomas
this context I should like to refer to the g 1 problem and where
Mann, Dr. Faustus, where this is the centla, plife is inspired by
it is not without significance that the hi-r ° :-on in the fact, that
Nietzsche’s. This problem and its symbo 1811 ne or through both
those of us Europeans who have lived throug ‘; this as the most
yorld wars on the contipent, }ilr?v:h;:dfifzge?,l cause the gap we
degply penetrating experience jes, which have
feslpéiisrt)i:g betwein us and the Anglo-Saxona‘flosfslt:}l:{ we possess
liberated us from the Nazi occupation. 1 ch. h is, fortunately or
a kind of knowledge of the human being, gs;c B1,1t 1o ot the
unfortunately, not yet existing anywhereh. > w e may have to go
world wars, but their background., for w lg'eval Faust or even to
back to what is partly symbolised in the meds ntinent, which can
the roots of the culture of the Eur.opeal'.l 1‘-:0 its ’development
Partly explain the origination of existentialism,

osophie de enw 1947,
‘ M. Bochenski, Europgische Philosophie der Gegenwart, Bern
.35, I ML , "

178,
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and the understanding for it. It may be that a real understanding
of existentialism for those who do not belong to the European
continent is impossible without a detailed study of this back-
ground. For this I may be permitted to recommend outside the
philosophical literature again the above mentioned novel of Thomas
Mann, which is also translated into English 38

To grant this problematic connection between existentialism
and for instance the world wars means almost to recognise it a8
a view of life. 1 believe indeed that it has to be admitted 13‘}13t
existentialism goes often beyond the limits of a phenomenologlca]
analysis, whereas only Heidegger and Sartre stress the need for
such a test. Before re-investigating these other portions, however,
Wwe can accept the extraordinary richness of phenomenological ob-
servations which the existentialists provide,

(6) Is existentialism irrational?

Any phenomenological analysis is neither rational nor irra~

tional; it is unprejudiced and accepts whatever it finds. But we-

can, thanks to existentialism, give a deeper analysis of the conce}Z't
of reason?” The proper field of reason is the categories and again
especially essence as it occurs in the definition of an entity. But
with essence the domain of reason comes to an end; the bare fact
that a thing exists, the existence of a thing (existence understood
m the pre-existentialist sense, i.e. referring not only to human
being) can never be “understood” rationally but only accepted as
a contingency. This is for instance shown in the different attitudes
and methods of the sciences, e.g. physics and biology, or, as greater
extremes, mathematics and history. Reason requires generality,
but existence is always unique: whereas essence and attributes
refer to something else, existence is in itself. This applies especially
to human existence, which is jemeinig, “always my own”. ‘ts

Adrian Leverkiihn as told by a friend, New York, 1948,

In this case it holds too, that most of the English book reviews
have missed the central point as it does almost not appeal “existentially.”
Hence they cannot serve as an introduction to the hook.—As another literary

introduction to certain aspects of existentialism Dostoievski could be re-
commended. ‘ .

. 37. Cf. the author’s Remarks on rationality and ifraticnality in East
aqd West, to be published in the near future (a first draft, incomplete and
without references, appeared in Mysindia, June 19, 1855). _Cf. above, note 12

) s
THE EXISTENTIALISM OF MARTIN HEIDEGGER 35

' i unique
Unicity excludes reason.——Historic.ally, this sex;is:n:c;;‘ the uniq
can be traced back to certain Christian conceptions.

. istentia-
If it would, however, be quite o adeqbtlat:e t;) lc; chzx:asnalysis
lism principally irrational, it has at its first s fphumafl. existence.
ready to recognise the irrational structure‘e(:, small part in it.
It is certainly a fact that reason plays a 'vl yhenomenon, to be
or Heidegger, reason is a rather superficia fphuman existence.
derived from much deeper lying modes o ropriately chosen
“Everything can be proved, i.e. deduced from approp:
assumptions”,3%

VIII

i to

Now we have paid so much attentlo.n tofv:ﬁ;fg h\;va;': na;:g fo
typically continental or even German hab}ts o thoue! I;iece 2y be
Tightly asked whether all this is to remain : c flous plece of
formation in the Indian philosophlcal. clima e.k Jhis may he the
case indeed if existentialism is exclusively loo1 e he}; on a8 & view
of life or as ethics. But the results ?f a pur;elyaspin e e
analysis are universally valid, in ]Endw. as W;est S O it
Western striving for verification in the. wi A ,phenomeno'
cation of the ontological status of er{tltlest. rough plenomenc-
logical justification of them, has led 'to mves.lga ons of the human
being which take into account certain o\s:xpenencsn,'c which ocoutred
because of the circumstances on the Europeanﬂcl.S e e
have led to results entirely independef:t frox;x i Tlp;us cular origin
and which are of the highest philosophical value. e i e
of the phenomenological foundation that 1ihe exx.f1 ntialist anelys
of man has universal validity wherever this founda

it i i that
Historical considerations may s.how that flt tmrz?tfzilﬁfi hat
the study of existentialism in India has a future:

i i e in
‘points of contact with Indian thought. There is for instanc

Advaita Vedanta an ardent desire to go beyondtc?:;gor:fgl i:h;!slk;
i o i ible . differences too%%) a .

ing (though there are irreduci ‘ © thin”,
8eie£a1 degvice of Indian thought to study “:an nf:z:“m“;‘l"*}‘)‘:o ni‘;
Heidegger principally and entirely does. But co

 fruitful, when it is constantly realised that we can only be certain

i iali hen it is looked upon
i il value of exxstentlahsm‘w it ipon
::03;:25;:;’5::;1 ZZd when it is studied critically from the

. Phenomenological point of view.

38. See the previous note. -
39, Vortrjge und Aufsitze 134
40, Cf. above, note 10.
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I

the The problem of industrial finance in India has two aspects—
- .?verall s.hor'tage of capital and the difficulty of tapping existing
hirl:cll al: While insufficiency of domestic capital is no doubt a factor
off ering economic growth in an under-developed country, the

ective mobilization of available capital is an acute problem. One
method of attacking this problem of mobilization is the establish-
ment of specialist institutions, like finance and development
corporations. An attempt is made in this paper fo assess the re-
cent experiences in this direction in India.

Indiaj’is private el}terpris'e has been assigned an important place in
of f s plans for industrial development, steps to solve its problem
nance assume significance. Where the saving habit of the
sfe‘;P1§ is r.mt well developed, any institution for the mobilization
mobﬁ;’_mgs is a welcome development. An institution that not only
e ell izes savings but canalises it along desirable lines of industrial
have Op;nent is doubly welcome. The investing public in India
s t0 ten dlsplayfed' a lack of confidence in direct industrial
itselF fme.nt. A §pec1allst institution, which does not directly engage
o in 1ndust.r1a1 ventures, will be able to instil confidence in the
inds ?f the investing public. By attracting the savings of the
zit:lpli in thc? shape of deposits, share-capital or debenture-capital
- channelling these funds in the most profitable lines of invest-
ent, it would serve a very useful purpose. While industry would
ie: tt}}lle needed finance, the investors would get an adequate return.
inst(;t er fac?or w].nich adds to the usefulness of such specialist
o ut1.ons in India is the prevailing practice of commercial bank-
Ag, which does not permit of long-term and medium-term lending.
. nsdth]e Shroff Committee reported in 1954, as far as equity capital
-y ong-term finance are concerned, all classes of industries,
Whether large-scale, medium-scale or small-scale, are experiencing
difficulties. Lastly, in the absence of issue and underwriting
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houses in India, the need for specialist institutions which will glso
undertake this type of activity becomes all the greater.

Even in industrially advanced countries specialist institutions
are becoming important. One of the results of the Second W‘Oltld
War is the decline of individual capitalism. The entrepreneurik
class with capital has begun to disappear. The spread of egalitarian
ideas has resulted in a wide diffusion of purchasing power which
can be gathered only through appropriate financial institutions.
Special institutions have been found necessary to sponsor new iﬂ“
dustries requiring large investments and to provide long-term
capital to existing industries for expansion and modernisation.:
With the steady expansion in the scale of business and the in-
creasing’ complexity of modern industrial organisation, investment’
calls for special knowledge and skill on the part of the investor;
and he may not always be equal to the task. Under a specialist”
institution, resources are pooled, risks are spread, confidence is
created and investment is guided by expert intelligence. An in-

dustrial bank or finance corporation is often a convenient inter-
mediary between industry and the investor.,

II

Although attempts at industrial banking were made in India
even as early as the opening of the present century, the idea of
specialist institutions found effective expression only after the end
of the Second World War. As private enterprise by itself would
not be able to establish such institutions in India, it was but natu-
ral that the recent experiments should have been tried under
State auspices or with State assistance. In line with the post-war
development in many other countries, the Government of India
took the intiative and the Industrial Finance Corporation of India
was established in 1948, by the Industrial Finance Corporation Act,
“for the purpose of making medium and long-term credits more

readily available to industrial concerns in India, particularly in
circumstances where normal banking accommodation is in-.
appropriate or recourse to capital issue channels impracticable.”

The Corporation has an authorised capital of Rs. 10 crores, of
- which Rs. 5 crores has been issued and paid up, being subscribed
by the Central Government, the Reserve Bank of India, scheduled

. banks, insurance companies, co-operative banks and other financial

institutions. Repayment of the share capital as well as a minimum
dividend of 2%4% has been guaranteed by the Government of India:
Besides its share capital, the C

orporation has other sources of
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funds, 1¢ may issue bonds or debentures which, togeﬂliﬂ‘ Wlﬂlrelz
contingent liabilities under guarantees and underwfrltt}llng aigd -
ments, should not exceed five times the aggregate o . ef p';ln thz
capital and reserve funds. It may also accept (.iePOSItS 1.‘g-(;-iOd of
Public, but these deposits are to be kept for a mmzlmflil:l 1% crores.
five years and aggregate deposits should not excie a . o Bank
It may obtain short-term accommodation from't e esgtv. with
of India, The Corporation has also been authorised to o . al?’reign
the previous consent of the Central Government, Ioa?s 1rt1.o z -
Currency from the International Bank. fo'r Rgczns ruc llife the
Development or otherwise. However, in its eight-year

£
“Corporation has not resorted to many of the above methods o

faising resources; the bulk of its resources has been ;;isetd a(;n?;
by the issue of bonds and debentures. The Balance i ;eb the
30th June 1955 shows an amount of Rs. 7.8 crores raised by

issue of bonds and debentures.

The Corporation is authorised to render financial assistance
by: |

(i) granting loans or advances to or §ul?scribing to. the deben-
tures of industrial concerns repayable within 25 years; o

(ii) guaranteeing loans raised by industrial concerns vtvliuch a:::
repayable within 25 years and which are floated in the op
market;

(iii) under-writing the issue of stocks, sh.ares,‘ bor:l(.is ar;g
debentures by industrial concerns, subject to t1.1e1r being 151;05
of in the market within 7 years. The Corporation can grant oans
or guarantee advances only against the security of tangible assets.

_ Under the LF.C. Act, as amended in 1952, the maximum permi ssible

assistance to a single industrial concern has been fixed at eR;iS.bl
crore. This limit can be exceeded if the .Ioan 1s gtf,arante.tal 3;
the Government of India. Direct subscription to ec-lulfy capital o
industrial concerns is prohibited, and the Corporation’s assgt&tme
is confined to public limited companies and co-operative societies.

'Table I shows the assistance rendered by the Corporation dt::i '-
ing 1948 to 1955. In all, 422 applications were received for a toed,
sum of Hs. 60 crores. Of this 164 applications o am sanc;onli
for an aggregate amount of Rs. 28 crores. . Of this amount195i.-55 ‘
crores had actually been disbursed by the end of the year v
The balance included loans.sanctioned which were- subs.e.quen (3;
declined by the applieants or withheld by the Corporation an
loans sanctioned awaiting disbursement, -



TABLE I

INDUSTRIAL FINANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Applications received, sanctioned and rejected—1948-55.

(Amount in lakhs of Rupees)

Total

1954-55

1951-52 1952-53 1953-54

1948-49  1949-50 1950-51

junoury

‘oN

junoury

‘ON

Junowy

‘oN

punoury
‘0N

junowy
‘oN

junowry
‘ON

unowy
‘ON

junoury

‘oN

85 1032° 65 876 45 548

-54 730 74 826 43 9,00 46 11,27 422 6040

Applications received

73¢ 164 28,08

33 445 14 144 29 527 27

342 23 377 17 238

21

Applications sanctioned

19 1,77 30 262 27 221 18 293 193 1738

189 4 431 22 165

33

Applications rejected

234 160 23,24

7

17 203 41 523 17 511

488 19 184 18 181

41

Applications under

consideration

56 11 122 11 350 58 987

69 6

3

7 1,10

20 2,80

Applications lapsed

or withdrawn
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Thus the assistance rendered has by no means be}cle_nhm;
tonsiderable. The number of applications rec.ewed was tl}xle ig T;S
In the first year and has, on the whole, dgchned since t en.und ;f.
Was largely because many concerns not eligible for assistance nder
the Act had applied in the beginning. T}%e aggregatg a‘lcrr;hree
Pertaining to the applications showed a dec‘hne in the 1;5 e
years and then showed a recovery, the highest amoun io :
applied for being in the last year 1954-55. The amount sanctione
Was also the highest in that year, viz. Rs. 7 crores.

covered a wide range of large
ar 1954-55, industry-wise, sugar
443 lakhs) which represents
Cotton textile gets the next
omes third with Rs. 315
d by the Corporation are
engineering, woollens,

) The Corporation’s assistance
Industries. Upto the end of the ye
obtained the largest amount (Rs.
Nearly 169 of the total assistance.
Place with Rs. 411 lakhs and cement ¢
lakhs, Among the other industries assist.e
textile machinery, mechanical and electrical
rayons, chemicals and ceramics, iron and steel and paper.

Though designed to cater to the large and medium-scale in-

dustries, the largest part of the assistance has been disbursed hm
fairly small amounts, i.e. between Rs. 10 lakhs and Rs. 20 lakhs.
The Rs. 40-50 lakh slab comes second and the Rs. 20-30 lakb slab
comes third. The Rs. 1 crore limit has been exceeded only in one
case. New undertakings absorbed the major share (Rs. 15 crores)
of the assistance and the balance (Rs. 13 crores) was accounted

for by old undertakings.

The record of the LF.C. for the last seven years does not m;kﬁ
gloomy reading. 60 new concerns have been hel.ped to estajo is
themselves and 65 old ones to expand and modernise. T.herfa is no
evidence of the Corporation having rejected any apphcajclon on
account of lack of funds. If the Corporation has had to re]e:ct 193
applications for an aggregate amount of Rs. 1'.7.4 crores, it was
because (i) many concerns not eligible for assistance unde;'1 tﬁe
Act applied, and (ii) many eligible applicants did not fulfil all the
terms and conditions of the Corporation. The rerr}edy for the first
lies in greater understanding regarding the precise scope 'of the
Corporation; the remedy for the second in closer and speed}er co-

Operation on the part of the applicants.
The wide disparity between the amount of the loans sanction-

ed and the amount actually disbursed should compel attention. As
noted earlier, upto the end of the year 1954-55, of the Rs. 28 crores
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sanctioned, only Rs. 14 crores had actually been disbursed. This
discrepancy not only causes the Corporation a loss of interest byt
indicates a short fall in the effective utilisation by the community
of the industrial finance provided by the Corporation. It appears
that industrial concerns do not generally desire the entire amount
to be paid in one lump sum but prefer to obtain their require-

ments in instalments coinciding with maturity of the commitments -

for which assistance is sought from the Corporation. In many
cases after getting loans sanctioned, the industrial concerns revisé
their schemes with a view to cut down costs. Difficulties regard-
ing the title to the land of the companies often prevent the Corpora-
tion from making funds readily available to the Company. While
it is not possible to compel the applicants to take the entire loan
in a lump sum, steps to persuade them to reduce the period of non-
utilization of loans must be taken. A small penal rate may be
levied for such non-utilization. A better understanding on the

part of the Corporation of the actual requirements of concerns will
be helpful.

Though the Corporation has not rejected any application on
the ground of lack of funds, compared to the needs of industry the
assistance rendered by it has been far from spectacular. This is
probably because (i) the procedure followed by the Corporation
does not ideally suit industrial concerns, (ii) the types of assistance
that the Corporation has been authorised to render are not exactly
those most needed by industrial concerns, (iii) certain types of
business authorised under the LF.C. Act have not been attempted
by the Corporation, (iv) the sphere of jurisdiction of the Corpora-
tion is too narrow. Let us test these hypotheses.

Delay in the sanctioning of loans is a criticism levelled against
the LF.C. It is even said that this delay deters potential appli-
cants. Delay caused by slackness can never be justified. Delay
caused by want of adequate technical staff must be reduced by
expansion of such services. Delay that arises from the nature of
the procedure of the Corporation is o a large extent inevitable in
the early stages. Before sanctioning a loan, the Corporation con-
siders all the rele
§oundness of the scheme, competence of the management, the
profit-earning capacity of the firm and its ability to repay the loan.
It also judges whether the industrial concern is likely to make 2

vant aspects of the proposal, such as the technical -
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Provided by the applicant-concern. But many of the schem'es sub-
Mitted to the Corporation are carelessly conceived and .hastlly pre-
Pared and are grossly defective in detailed information. Often
the required information is obtained after protracted corres-
Pondence. A radical change in the attitude and practices of in-
dustrial concerns is. called for.

Complaints are made against the stringency of the terms and
conditions of the Corporation. The Corporation generally gra'nts
9ans on the first mortgage of the fixed assets of the companies,
like land, buildings, plant and machinery. In the granting of
assistance, g margin of 50% is usually kept on the ‘Value of the
Security mortgaged. The Corporation further requires that the
loans should be guaranteed by the directors or partners of the
Managing agency firm in their personal capacity, the gua'rant.ee
eing joint and several. The period of the loan does not ordmanly
&xceed 12 years. When a loan is granted on such sound and tangi-
le Security and after such thorough investigation, one .w?nders
Whether the Corporation would be taking too big a risk if, in the
interest of industrial finance, the margin is reduced to 25%.
Further, the Corporation’s insistence on the guarantee_ of ‘the
Managing agents, in addition to retaining a 50% margin in mort-
gage loans, appears an error on the side of caution. A sum?ble
relaxation of these terms may be considered by the Corporation.

The LF.C. which started with an effective rate of 5% interest
on its loans, now charges an effective rate of 6%, i.e. 6%% ixfterest
With a rebate of %% for punctual payment of interest and ms.tal-
Mments of principal. Though industrialists have complained against
the rate, considering such factors as the interest which the Corpora-
tion has to pay on its bonds and the need for providing for bad
debts and meeting establishment charges, the rate should be con-
Sidered reasonable. However, a “sliding scale” of interest rates
Would relieve possible hardship on new enterprises. . The Shroff

' Committee has suggested an arrangement by which the rate of

interest on loans granted should be reduced in the initial years

.On condition that the assisted company compensates the Corpora-

tion when it reaches a profitable stage.

The types of assistance that the Corporation has been render-
ing may next be examined with referen¢e to the requirements of )
industry. As the Corporation was set up for the granting of
medium and long-term credits, it was not expected to make ads
Vances for working capital. But when.a company’s_ fixed assets
are mortgaged, it sometimes finds it -difficult to obtain working
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capital from banks against hypothecation of floating assets. After
the initial two years, therefore, the LF.C. relaxed its policy and
began to advance working capital in cases where such Capitél
could not be obtained from banks. As provision of working capl
tal is the legitimate sphere of commercial banks, such relaxation
should be the exception rather than the rule.

As regards long-term assistance, criticisms made may be con-
sidered under two heads; first, the business authorised but not
followed, and secondly, the business not authorised. Though
authorised to subscribe to debentures, the Corporation has not
ventured to do it. Loans in the form of debentures which can
at suitable times be placed in the market, are suggested by the
Shroff Committee. Experiments in this direction could well be
undertaken. Though authorised by the Act, the Corporation has
neither guaranteed loans floated by industrial concerns nor under-
written the issues of shares, bonds and debentures. The Corpora-
tion’s explanation that conditions in the capital market are not
favourable enough for such operations is not convineing. For one
thing, the capital market must now be considered normal; for
another, it is when the capital market is not perfectly normal that
institutional underwriting is all the more necéssary. If the
Corporation is handicapped by the provision that any shares taken
up in fulfilment of its underwriting commitments will have to be

disposed of within seven years, the provision may be removed, as
recommended by the Shroff Committee.

The wisdom of a strict adherence to loan finance with a
statutory prohibition of entry into the field of equity capital is open
to question. Many industrial concerns in India face more difficulty
for equity capital than for loan capital.
abroad have tried the experiment of equit
success. It is true that equity participation
Corporation a regular interest
might actually b
of the LF.C. E

Similar corporations
y participation with
does not assure the
payment, but calculated rigk-taking
ring in a higher dividend. The recommendation

its funds in the direction of equity
capital appears highly advisable,

The Corporation’s assistance is confin
panies and co-operative societies. Its extension to private limited

companies, partnerships, ete. is not desirable, as it would make
the Corporation bite more than it could chew,

ed to public limited com-
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raised earlier, it may now be

Coming back to the hypotheseSI F.C. is not on the whole un-

Said that (i) the procedure of the _ . re is not
Suitable ar(ui detefrent to industrial lconce.rnst,‘ I\:ll:)léeittsh:erms !
Much scope for its simplification, aﬂhber;liza llcc))an finance is im-
conditions may be considered; (i) “é lle o be attempted. The
Portant, other types of assistance shf)ul als o torably if such
Number of suitable applicants will increase fi i) the jurisdic-
types of assistance are authorised and followe ’d not be enlarged.
tion of the LF.C. is not unduly narrow and nee

III

i in
Small and medium scale industries face gfri;::l :Ifl(;‘;lgt:nis-
obtaining finance than large industries. M9st 0 d sole proprietor-
ed as private limited companies, PartnerShl.ps an ds should neces-
ships. Institutions to cater to their ﬁna'nmal. neile. Sited rorritorial
sarily be established on a regional basis with — with this res-
Jurisdictions. To burden the Centralvcorpoztloss of things that
Ponsibility would be unwise. It was in the ; ?}fe State Financial
central legislation was enacted in the shape o erqments to set
Corporations Act, 1951, which enabled State ggv10ng ents o st
Up financial corporations to provide medn.,lm ant o e pureiew
to small and middle-sized industries falhng ou ;l o for been
of the LF.C. of India. Financial cor]@ﬂf""‘tmnS "f:e Hyderabad,
established in ten States, viz., Andhra, Bihar, BEI.H a’é’ttar Pradect
Punjab, Rajasthan, Saurashtra, Travancox"e-Coc 1n,t i
and West Bengal. The Madras Industrial Iflves énm R
tion Litd., established in 1949 under the Indéar;1 CO Al.)ct ’
has been brought within the purview of the S.F.C. .

The State Finance Corporation Act, 1951, is modell:i ((:)lfos:}lli
on the LF.C. Act of 1948 and is therefore o'pend’fic:f mnceS e
Criticisms discussed earlier. However, .certam i er]cia)lic s ey
hoted. The S.F.Cs. are authorised to assist n.ot only fu Plic limited
Companies but also private limited companies, }Il)ar 111; y pto md
Proprietory concerns. This is but natural, as t et ; : fo 2
small and middle sized industries. The S.F.C. A(;k z;;s l;ubscribe
Mmembers of the public and even non-scheduled b'a s oTh s
%o a portion of the share-capital of the C.orporatlons. ,pe period
for which the S.F.Cs. have been authorlse‘d to gx;anz A oears i
8ive guarantees has been fixed at a maximum tc? T}; : m,aXi-
against 25 years in the case of the centra.l Corp?r;a ion. The maxi
mum permissible assistance to a single industria Ich:réce
at Rs. 10 lakhs, whereas it is Rs. 1 crore for the LF.C.
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The authorised capital of the State Corporations (exceptv in
Uttar Pradesh) has been fixed at Rs. 2 crores, of which Rs. 1 crore

have been issued and paid up by most of the Corporations (Ref.’

Table II). The share-capital is subscribed to by the Reserve
Bank, the State government, financial institutions and the public:
The Corporations are also empowered to issue and sell bonds and
and debentures upto five times the amount of their paid-up capital
and reserve fund. They may also accept deposits from the public
for periods not less than 5 years, to an amount equal to the paid-
up capital. Participation in equity capital is prohibited.

TABLE II

STATE FINANCIAL CORPORATIONS

———

. Loans paid-
Name of Corporation Date of Authorised Issued 4l

establishment  capital  capital 31-3-1955

Rs. Rs. Rs.
lakhs lakhs lakhs

1. Punjab Financial

Corporation .. Feb., 1953 2,00 1,00 22
2. Saurashtra Financial
Corporation .. Sept. 1953 2,00 1,00 L
3. T.-C. Financial
Corporation .. Nov. 1953 2,00 1,00 34
4, Bombay State Financial
Corporation .. Nov. 1953 2,00 1,00 30
5. Hyderabad Financial
Corporation .. Feh, 1954 2,00 1,00 20
6. West Bengal Financial
Corporation March 195¢ 2,00 1,00 9
7. Assam Financial
Corporation +. April 1954 2,00 1,00 -
8. U. P. Financial
* Corporation «« Nov. 1954 3,00 50 -
9. Bihar State Financial
Corporation .. Nov. 1954 2,00 - 50 -
10. Rajasthan Financial
Corporation «» Jan. 1955 2,00 1,00 -
121

———

Table II lists the State' Corporations established till the end

of March 1955. It shows, the amounts of loans actually paid by -

seveén of them since inception till 31-3-1955. They make up a total
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of Rs. 121 lakhs. The T.-C. Financial Corporation shows the best'-
Tecord pot only for magnitude of assistance rendered !out also for
Bet profiit earned and economy of management. 'It 1s_too early
0 make an appraisal of the working of the Stat‘e Fma?ncxaI CI(iIrpo-
Tations, as many of them have just begun their business. ow-
ever, the balance-sheets of the relatively older ones do make a
OPeful impression despite the fact that only a small part'of the
Tesources has been used. The field open to the SF.Cs. is vast

ad pregnant with possibilities.

The first point that comes up for considerétif)n here is the
Need for 3 clear demarcation of the spheres of activity of the LF.C.
°f India and the S.F.Cs. The need was realised ear}y enough,
and at the Conference of S.F.Cs. held under the auspices of the
Reserve Bank in August 1954, it was agreed that loaps upto Rs. 1to

S may be provided by them and applicants for hlgh.EI: amounts
Were to be directed to the central Corporation. The minimum has
been fixed by most of them at Rs. 10,000 and applicants for sums

‘below the minimum were to be directed to the Government

epartments which in, several States, provide direct assistance to

' Small and cottage industries.

On the one hand the State Finance Corporations have not
een able to utilise their funds adequately; on the other hgnd,,a
Serutiny of the financial conditions of small and medium indus-
tries shows that the slow progress made by them is 13:ue to liack
of funds for additional capital equipment and for working capital.
is paradox is accounted for by certain peculiar problems faced
by the S.F.Cs.

Detailed and accurate information from an industrial concern
are necessary before a financial corporation could make a lor.xg-
term loan, If the LF.C. dealing with public limited companies
should occasionally face difficulty in this matter, it is no't surpris-
ing that S.F.Cs. face much greater difficulty with their clients.
As the Punjab Financial Corporation has complained (vide First

. Annuyal Report, p. 12), “a considerable unwillingness is found

&mong a considerable section of the industrialists of the State to
take its creditors into full confidence. In some cases, of course,
RO proper system of accounts exists at all...... Only a few well-
Managed concerns are able to. produce the necessary vouchers
and accounts in respect of land, buildings and machinery offerfed
to the Corporation as security—a position which is highly'unsa'fxs-
factory for the Corporation as a purveyor of long-term credit.”
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Here is a basic problem concerned with the nature of industrial
management in India as applied to medium and small industries-
Greater education, publicity and propaganda on methods of busi”
ness might help to solve the problem. Associations of small an
medium industries must be promoted to bring about an organisa”

tional awakening to facilitate beneficial co-operation with ﬁrlélnci‘"1
agencies.

Often applicants find it difficult to mortgage their fixed assets’

to obtain loans from the S.F.C. While insistence on tangible secu~

rity cannot, in the interest of the Corporations, be relaxed, a libe:-

ralisation of the 509 margin may be considered, as rec ommended

earlier for the LF.C. With fixed assets mortgaged, industrial con”
cerns often find it difficult to obtain working capital advances and
in such special cases, short-term loans for working capital are pro-
v1.ded by the SF.Cs. The S.F.C. avoids overlapping of securities
with commercial banks by advancing on security of fixed assets
fmly, leaving floating assets for commercial banks. All the same
it would be preferrable for S.F.Cs. to encourage commercial banks

to provide working capital either by guaranteeing their advances
or by other agreements.

The prevailing tax-structure of the country is burdensome to
medium and small industries and makes it difficult for them either
to approach the S.F.Cs. for assistance or to service the loans satis-
factorily. A lightening of this burden is called for Exemption
of the applicants from the heavy payment of stam;.) duty or at
least a reduction of the rate of duty is recommended. The Sau-
rashtra Government have set an example by remittin-g the whole
of the stamp duty leviable on the mortgage deeds executed in
favour of the S.F.C. for two years from September 1954,

The tax-structure hits not onl
also the Corporations themselves,
earned by them goes in payment
tax. In view of the fact that for t
tions will be obliged to keep a go

. term deposits with banks or in government securities yielding low
rates of interest and in view of the need to build up sound reserves
out of their. profits, it would be advisable to exempt them from
payment of income and corporation taxes during this initial period.
The Reserve Bank of India and the State Governments nfa in
the alternative, assist the Corporation in the initial years b Vs u
drawing the dividends on the shares held by them, years by n

¥ the borrowing concerns but
A substantial part of the profits
of income-tax and corporation
he first few years the Corpora-
od part of their funds in short-

" to man the industries in the managerial,
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Successful assistance to small and medium Sca’ll?h m;l;srt;;elaz
Tequire direct acquaintance with their pro.bleAms. e e
set by the T.-C. State Corporation in appointing .Regxona v
Sory Committees to function on a district-war basis mziz ;Ned e
followed by the other Corporations. The contacts establishe

tween the District Committee and the local industrial concerns

will, on the one hand, help to provide the industrial concerns with

information regarding the functions and working of thfe tggrg;iz:
tion, and, on the other hand, acquaint the' memb.erl*s 1o} be |
Mittee with the nature and needs of the industrial concerns.

w

t in an under-developed couniry is a

Multi-faced problem. Though lack of capital and credit is 1ann11'md-
Portant obstacle to industrial development, there are several allie
hurdles to be overcome. The effective utilisation of finance may
Hself be dependent on solution of other problefns. Very zft:;isatri
Integrated approach may be necessary, and allied forms o s
ance, besides financial accommodation, may have to be provided.

Technical know-how is an important deSi(.ieramm fof)thenf:é
cessful promotion and prosecution of moedern md.ustry. C1z‘gad elve-k
Provision of technical service may be necessary 1o e utcll - back;
loped country. Lack of suitable personnel is anotlherf raw 2; ei
and trainj to be organised for the supply of perso

alning may have to administrative and tech-

nical wings, The tendency to tread the peaten tract, sticking to

¢ X . ing into
tom ial Ui ished industries without venturing into
mercial lines and establis o of the generality

fresh fields astures new, is characteristi ; /
of enterpreniﬁis pin an under-developed cotfntry. .Pronr{otmn oé
hew anpd nationally important industries br:st}es thhﬁr;s;lks ;m ,
Private enterpreneurs may not readily venture into the fie L r:-.
ject studies will have to be conducted and elaborate expert inves E
gations will have to be undertaken. To perforl:n‘ all these an
allied functions, besides and coupled with provision 'of ﬁnince,

evelopment Corporations are required as dls‘tmgu:h?d ;o;r;
Mere financing institutions. Three new C?rpox'aﬂ;.mni1 esigne .
assist in the promotion and development of industries have recently

been established in India.

The National Industrial Development Corporation Ltd,, -esta-

blis i  is an entirely Government-owned uﬁder-
2ed in October 1954 i d company under the Indian

ing registered as a private limite

M7

Industrial developmen
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Companies Act. It will have a Board of 15 to 21 Directors, 311
nominated by the Government, with the Union Minister for Indus*

try and Commerce as Chairman. The Corporation has a paid-Uf

capital of Rs. 1 crore which has been provided entirely by t.h?’
Government of India. It is empowered to increase ifs ﬁnaﬂ‘f‘a
Tesources by issuing shares and debentures, It can also receivé

grants, loans and advances or deposits from the Central or State
Governments, companies or individuals.

The Memorandum of Association of the Corporation define$

the principal objects of the Corporation as “the promotion and’

establishment of industries for the manufacture and production of

plant, machinery, implements and goods of any description likely -

1o promote industrial development and to aid and assist any indus
trial undertaking owned by private companies also with capital and
other resources for establishing new undertakings or for running
their existing business”. Thus it can render assistance to any type of

industrial undertaking, be it under the the ownership or manage-
ment of a government, statutory body, company, firm or individual'-,

The assistance could be in the shape

other equipment or any other type of facility. It can grant loans or
advances to industries; it can subscribe to or underwrite shares
and debentures of companies. It can guarantee loans or advances
to industries as well as issues of shares or debentures made by
companies. With a view to enable the Corporation to exercise
control over assisted industrial undertakings, it is authorised 10
nominate directors or advisers to the concerns. It can also pro-
mote, establish or assist any concern f
industrial undertaking.

of capital, credit, machinery;

ormed to set up or run an

The NIDC has, at the first meeting of the Board of Directors
in October 1954, dra

Wn up a provisional list of industries on which

it could undertake investigations in dye course. The list includes: .

1. the manufacture of machinery and equipment of a num-

ber of industries including jute, cotton textiles, sugar
paper, cement, chemicals, printing, mining, construction
and mechanical conveying;

ferro-alloys, ferro-manganese and ferro-chrome;
aluminium;

copper, zine and other non-ferrous metals;

. ‘diesel engines, marine locomotive and generatots;
heavy chemicals including sulphuir;
fertilisers; S

by

SomAwN

retainer fee in the initial stages.
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8. coke-oven and coal tar products;

9. methanol-formal dehyde; |
1o black; ' - -

11 Sj;:s;ulp for use in the production of p:fper, newsprint,

rayon, efc.; . : .

12. synthetic drugs, vitamins and ‘hormoness A

13. x-ray and medical equipment; )

14, hard-hoard, insulation board, etc.

I
Board
At its second meeting in September 1955 the ;

: "“_ ) '\u%

22

® A
. o g
; 1d take up for e
jﬁors decided that the Corporation Shoutéel foundries, forges an

investigation the projects velating to s machinery and manufac-
fabrications of steel structurals printing

. : es to
ture of wood-pulp. The Board also decided to adopt measur

Titats d modernisa-~
Provide financial assistance for the rehabilitation an

tion of the jute industry.

the manufacture of equip-

The NIDC has laid great stress on Besides promot-

. S.
ment for a number of industries and purpose
ing the establishment of he.avy I1‘:.‘mome of the existing basic as well
il also assist the expanw:;dos iidustries. Project investigations,

as large scale consumer g ‘ orporation, will give
which constitute a major function of the Corp The

. i itries.
. tion of new indus

fllin to the promo " g i ith the
Z};? Irlr::,csh :: el('i::vy gxd hasic industries 1S cogslsw:;tiz; might
Obiicti\:es of the Second Five Year Plan. The Corpo

rivate enter~
start industries which could later be handed over to P: X

L3 s iently ven-
prise. By this means private capital which is not sufficiently

j ies.
turesome could be attracted to new industrie

ical assistance in a schetgfa of
the NIDC which has decided
o engineers. In view of
within the couniry,

The importance of sougﬁ t;cl;;n
- » - . » . y
rapid industrialization is reaizé <
£°pset up a competent firm of‘ consull‘f;roxineerll
the difficulty of sec:uringd qualified .pe ‘
the Corporation has_ decide e e be paid &

invi office in and .
tion should be invited to open an e toss of this - zﬁ
3 ion has

be made available to private industries. miogfﬁngil emeers
decided to begin with a nucleus of three or

.. technical
with wide experience who could advise it not only on

' ut the choioce of suitable con-
; ming hefore it but also on :  su A
sruft?iegm:nzodesign en:g’ineers for preparing the blue-prints of spe

ific’ projects to be undertaken bsz.the) Corporation,

chinery imndusiry, the Corporation

d that a firm with intern tional reputa-
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i thf}ilﬁlfc 1? a welcome addition to the specialist institutions
ing the b v t may serve as an important instrument for secvr”
ng vi€ harmonious development of industries in the private an
public sectors. It is a novel experiment conceived on sound lines:

Wor.k,ed_proper.ly’ it is bound to make an immense contribution ¥
India’s industrial development,

blish'le‘geiin?:?mal Credit. ax.u:l Investment Corporation Ltd., estd"
neu ‘i January .1955, Is intended to assist industrial entrepre”
: rst within the private sector of India. Unlike the NIDC, it is @
iz;’;i e l);;;iy ‘rlneant"ex‘clusively for the assistance of private enter
to assist ’chep :p ots'e > 1n the words of its Chairman, “generally is
trial enterprizeea 10n, expansion and modernisation of such indus-
private capital S]S t}(: ‘encourage and promote the participation of
to encourage ;nc;) rernal a.nd external, in these enterprises and
ments”, In particglrom?te private ownership of industrial invest”
long and medium t ar, it will (i) provide finance in the form of
or underwrite new :’m loans or equity participations, (ii) sponsor
loans from ofhor wi S;les. of shares and debentures, (iii) guarantee
able for reinvestp it mveStm.em sources, (iv) make funds avail-
dent and )t me.nt.by revolving investments as rapidly as pru-
V) turnishing managerial, technical and administrative

vice I Ob a g a i i
. . ager: al ﬁe’chnl in

of wfxlilceh %ersorc?;on 1;1as an authorised capital of Rs. 25 crores,
eroren o t.aken resb as been issued and paid up. Of this Rs. 2
panies and certai Upf p Sev?ral Indian banks and insurance com-
friends and asson-1 to the directors of the Corporation and their
Bank and certaisz;je; Rs. 1 crore by British Eastern Exchange
panies and oth s and other Commonwealth insurance com-

. and other British Companies, and Rs 50 lakhs b tain
nationals and corporations of the US.A. Th maining Re. 1.5
crores was taken up by the public. 1 .Indiae remaining Rs. 1.

The Government of Ingdi
nd .
sum of Rs. 7.5 crores freelao agreed to lend the Corporation a

f interest, re ;
. , repayable in 15 equal
annual instalments after the expiry of 15 years from the dai(: of

the advance. The advan :
the International Bank OC: 1:;35 made in March 1955. Further,

agreed to lend an amount of $

ported materials, 10 million for the purchase of im-

equipment and services, The loan will be for 8

Cotton spinning. The amounts of finan

3broad while at the same time mo
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::’rm of 15 years and will bear interest at 4% %. Tllle .Govern-
nt of India has guaranteed repayment of the principal and

Payment of interest and other charges.

ered to borrow, provided
e amount guaranteed by
of its unimpaired
tstanding advance

Besides, the Corporation is empow

amount borrowed together with th

ca qﬁes not exceed three times the aggregate

‘rpx al, its surplus and reserves and the ou
om the Government of India.

the

Re The Corporation commenced business on March 1, 1955. Its
Y

ort for the period ending December 31, 1955, S!’lOWS that
ough the opening months were devoted to organisatlona.l mat-
°rS, the Corporation agreed to give financial assistance In one
™M or another in respect of 11 applications and a further 25
Were under consideration. Out of the 11 applications a.pproved,
Ve involved the underwriting of public issues of ordmar.y or
Preference capital, four called for direct subscription to ordinary
°F preference ea{aital and two were requests for loans. '%‘he
Industries assisted includes the manufacture of paper, electrical
eCIUipment, fuel injection equipment, chemicals and equipment for
® textile industry, the refining of sugar and metal ores, and
, cial assistance approved
tanged from Rs. 5 lakhs to Rs. 1 crore. Although details are not
Available, the Report says that the Corporation’s advice was
Sought on a number of projects. Considerable attention was paid
I the initial months to evolve a suitable machinery for the
Underwriting of public issues of capital. The Corporation has now
ecided not to entertain applications from partnerships and in-
dividuals,

~ The I.CIC. has just struck its roots. It is a bold venture
Vith a new approach to the problem of industrial finance and
fievelopment. Foreign private participation in its equity capi.tal
I3 a novel feature of its capital structure. It is an encouraging
attempt to supplement domestic resources with capital from
bilizing available domestic
Capital. The arrangement would also help the Corporation in the
Matter of securing technical assistance from UK. and US.A. The
Unfettered range of types of assistance it can render should enable
the Corporation to formulate its assistance with reference to the
Particular needs of an industrial enterprise. The effective utilisa-

tion of the managerial, technical and administrative services of

the Corporation depends largely on the co-operation of private
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les and entrepreneurs. As the Chairman Safd’
lon is not interested in mere money lendin'g—"l_ts
qbjective is promotion and development of industries i8
the private “sector”. Its future may be watched with interest.

"The National Small Industries

established in February 1955 with a vie
protecting .and 'promoting small industri
registered -as a private 1i
tal of Rs. 10 lakhs to b
India. The Governme
for its working capita

Corporation Ltd., wa$

es in India. .
mited company with an authorised cap1;
e provided entirely by the Government ©

nt will also give loans to the Corporation
I requirements.

The main objectives of the Corporation are (i) to secure 8
reasonable share of .

(ii) to provide such units as may have secured orders with loans
and technical assistance necessary for fulfilling such orders and
for manufacturing articles of the type and standard required; and

(iii) to try to secure co-ordination between large-scale and small-
scale industries so as to

laries, components and
Besides providing loans,

underwrite and guarantee loans from banks and similar institu-
tions to small-scale units,

other articles required by the former.

The Corporation’s assistan
ploying less than 50 persons w
bersons working without
exceeding Rs. 5 lakhs.

In view of the
which have suffered

ce would extend to industries em-
orking with power or less than 100
power and having capital assets not

national Planning Team.
basic aims of the State Fin
cial assistance to small in
wider role to fulfil will b
of the S.F.Cs.

It was noted earlier that one of the

dustries. The NS.IC. with a much

€ a substantial supplement to the efforts

W considerably accentuate the financial
difficulties of small industries. Mere pro

a-simultaneous attack on these

the Corporation is also empowered 10’

Vision of finance With°“t.
problems will not produce results: y

w to assisting, financing -
It has been.

government orders for small-scale units;.

enable the latter to manufacture ancil-

ancial Corporations is to render finan-

* Second Five Year Plan an
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5 these problems,
In 50 far as the objectives of the N.S.IC. relate to thes

t
The  employmen
% augurs well for the small-scale sector.

. jes have given
all industries b 7
Dotential and capital-lightness of the ;;:n. As such, an effective

o 2 pivotal place in the Se?f:gale and large-scale sleggneﬁ‘;ii
0-ordination between the small- _is urgently ca
Which isal :::a ofe the objectives of the N.S.}Ilfw, e oot of the
Or. In the provision of technical k,nowl- Ins;;itutes for the ser-
SIC. is co-ordinated with the Reglonat blished on the recom-
Vicing of small industries which were’ esta The latter institutes
Mendation of the Ford Foundation Tea:;n- in the country in th.e
Provide technical guidance to Smantu;;;rovement in the techni-
jpment,
Use of machines, tools and equipm terials.
Que of production and use of raw ma
v
ial
ion to the financia
Specialist institutions offer tlée l‘i)est.1 20}1112; at present. The
i i ry i in
an of private indus orations are
PO(sit~:::: reirc:;ifnrr;;ts ifx India with 'ﬁnan;lze ::;;)gld. A central
line with é)evelopments elseWhere, n dt Sompanies and State
Corporation” to cater to public limite 1l industries which are
Corporations to serve medium and sma jes, partnerships and
mostly organised as private limited 'companran’gement. But the
Proprietorihips, constitute 2 con:;nli;r;tie:ilately utilised re?uf"
exi ing agencies with : fulfilled needs is
ce;St]:}I’lc:h: fsif;lllclaat(fn iidustries with 1nigiufﬁi(r::e:ti}:aorienta‘cion of the
J . to e .th a
. on appears 10 - : upled wi
li?fa; o dTh:o::éi?e of the financing agencies coup
°¢s and p industry.
better assessment of the needs of in

tions to tackle a
. lopment corpora There is
The establishment of deve 11 for the country. ¢ 15
i : lems augurs we i of specialist
::};e: :ir;iehdi:riiee country for su.dl 2 :;I;itybusiness, they
institutions & With progressive »e?pa::m;; 11I:ub1ic' subscriptions to
: . s i elian d grants.
Will have to place increasing T han on State loans and gr
' ital rather than r private
;};::'e or debe:;“:ﬁ- (;;ilse ventures depentis n:n hO\?T far p:
. success h em.
Industries help the institutm:lslog; (l;fel]fusineés, including systems:
for ' i f their me isting agencies.
O:razgf;)ﬁr?:tlgzd?of their attitude to assisting ag . the
- ’ . important objective o
Rapid industrialisation dlsth:nne;fvlp;nénce and ‘development

: 'realise the- objective.
on to he]pfreahse R
Corporations will be called up
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T}.le Plan envisages that an aggregate amount of Rs. 675 croré
will he made available for large-scale industrial expansion a0
development. As part of the scheme, it is expected that the
Central and State Finance Corporations and the Industrial Inves¥
ment and Credit Corporation will together be able to pfovide
Rs. 40 crores for industry during this period. A sum of Rs.
crores has heen provided for the activities of the National 17
dustrial Development Corporation, which will devote Rs.
crores for the modernisation of cotton and jute textile industries
and Rs. 35 crores for pioneering new basic and heavy industries
If necessary adjustments are made in the structure and working
of these institutions and if private entrepreneurs also play their

part, one may well expect that the programme envisaged will be
fulfilled.

AN ANALYSIS OF TWO UNITS OF OBSERVATION
IN THE RELIGIO-SOCIAL LIFE OF KERALA *

by

M. S. GOPALAKRISHNAN
Department of Anthropology

I

The South-West Coast of India has attracted attention of
Scholars and artists by the beauty of her shores and hills, her
fields ang forests as by the hospitality of the different communities.

hat hag impressed me most there is the temple of Malabar. The
&mbalam in the few places I had visited is a rectangular masonry
Structure enriched by traditional wood-work and large rectangular
bathing tanks. One cannot see the grandeur of architecture in
a Malabar village temple as easily as in the centres of pilgrimages,

Ut one comes to know its local importance after sometime spent
at such an gmbalam. It has a unifying force for all communities .
Fving near and around it. From the serf (a Cheruma) working
In the temple lands to the high priest (a Nambudiri tantri) we find
several links of unity which, I should say, create a wonderfully in-
terwoven pattern of society. Still each caste here lives by .itself
and according to its own traditions. '

To a casual observer it may seem that traditions are fast de-
caying in this region. But in my conversations with the aged in’
most communities I came to feel that along with the desire for
Socio-economic change there is-still that innate urge to honour
traditions.

It was in a very few temples ,ohly that I could see any priest
of the Nambudiri community. Mostly the priests are from the
Embrandiri brahmin community. whose traditional home is Kanara:

* In the preparation of this paper based 'on observations made during three
feld-trips to the West Cobst- (1855-56), I am indebtedh to Professor (Dr.) U, R.
Ehrenfels, PhD, (Vienna), Head of the Department of Anthropology, Uni-

Versity of Madras, for all his kind and copsiructive suggestions.

»Mu 8 3
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Yet Embrandiri Brahmins also speak Malayalam now. They al.sc;;
like Nambudiris, enter into sambandham (marital) relations wit

the Nair ladies. The Embrandiri whom I met is a priest in &%
Ayyappan temple and he has his daily food either at the illo™
(house) of the rich Nambudiri in the locality or at the Kovilakem
(manor-house) of the Rajah where food is cooked and served an
Brahmins. In a Kali temple I met a young Embrandiri priest Wb0
is also studying for the S.S.L.C. Examination. This example illus-
trates to some extent how a traditional way of life is combined

. 1
with the desire to educate oneself in an entirely non-priestsy
atmosphere,

In addition to his priestly functions, the Embrandiri himselr

prepares the naivedyq (offerings) for the deity. In Kali temples
the naivedya is of sweetened rice and fruits. In Ayyappan temples
I found a stone-slab on which coconuts were smashed to pieces a5
offerings to the deity. To collect these coconut pieces, Nair, Nam~
budiri, Embrandiri and Pattar Brahmins (ie., Tamil-speakers

settled in Malabar),—children and elders—all gather before the
temple,

In the temple there are servants belonging to the Nambisan
Nair and Marar communities. The Nambisan is in charge of the
provisions of the temple. He keeps the accounts and weaves gat-
lands for the deity. He is consulted by the Embrandiri priest though

he is prevented from getting up the mantapq (dais) in front of the

deity or the agrasalg (place where offerings are cooked). The
Nair women who are asso

ciated with the temple keep the precincts
clean, and also wash the

vessels in which offerings are prepared.
The Marar’s function is to play on the drum on festive occasions. -

One may say that the tem

tions”.! To mention an example, in Malabar the Velichapad (an

1. Robert Redfield:—*“The Soc

. ial Organization of Tradition,”—paper pub-
lished in the Far Eastern Quarte

rly, Vol. XV. No, 1, November, 1955,

ple is a preserver of “Great Tradi-
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i ves
Oracle) is an interesting figure. Associated w'lt? a ger:ple,:él; i; ves
Ot oracles in the name of that temple’s presiding ;; ri;;ker caste
€ may be a Kurup or Nair. I happene.zd to meei1 a;hat e e
the villagers respected much. On inquiry I hear e stats
chapad famous in many parts of South Mala!oax; e s o
in'society and his role is to act as Velichapad in es.i{\;{ e
at Vettaikkorumakan temples in Malabar. Vettald o
another manifestation of the Lord Ayyappfan ‘ar'x e
honour of Him are different from those sung In praise o

. icker’s place in
I was told that there was none to tak'e thls Paf?c}::; 1;:ut not
the future. The status is acquired by birth matrilin

e igh-caste
inherited from the father. Only a Nambudiri’s son by a hig

i ition. Others cannot. This
Nair woman can come to occupy his position

v individual of a parti-
Tustrates how an occupation is given to an H;SWIIH the past and
Cular caste whose main duty is to bfa an Oi‘a}‘i 'Uralans managers
€ven now in some places the Nambudiris are the ’

of their own village temple.

Most devotees I met with in Kali and Ayyappan :}elrtzlze“;i:
Nairs and Pattar Brahmins. Except on festival days, : and once
Visitors who come to the temples. Even the poore%tted by law
despised castes come to see festivals, but though perlinl se of this
now to enter the temples they are not seen to I;f:n: gifts to the
Permission by entering the temples. Thes.z glVed take away the
Nambisan to be presented before the deity an A o hethor
prasadam offered in their names. VVhen.I asked alc-: de.rttlgome of us
he had seen a temple from inside, he su,nply replie t laces are
29 to Palani and some to Kodungalur.” In these -wothi form of
situated the famous temples of Lord Subrahmanya in

eity in
. @ mendicant and that of Goddess Durga, the most famous deity

ink of
the west coast, Examinations make some young c;nes ’i(;l til:::ered
the village god, but otherwise modernism has not mu

temple attendance.

O igh tes use if.
by and all higher cas
temple has a tank near . ste
All i‘s’te:z altse:)ngarticipate in the local festivals a'nc‘1 .a'usplcx;us dtzﬁ
of the year and understand very well the resp<‘)n51b‘11111t1ees :;1 m;nutin "
obligations in the daily routine of the composite villag ‘
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i1

Another unit of my observation was the weekly village markeb
~the shandy. All castes come to the spot where sellers and buye'
meet. These sellers and buyers belonged to castes ranging from .
the Parayas to the Nambudiris and also non-Hindu castes such 88
the Muslim Mapillas. The market is held once a week at an impo.l"
tant centre which may be a Taluqg Headquarter or a central V‘l"

lage to which persons from neighbouring villages can come
return by sun-set of the same day.

The shandy where I started my observations is held on evelﬂz- .
Wednesday in the week at Manjeri in Ernad Taluk of South Mal#"*

bar. Ernad is a well-known Mapilla centre in Malabar and on e,
shandy day the Mapillas’ elementary schools remain closed. Ther® -

*
are also teachers belonging to other castes in Mapilla boys’ and ’
girls’ elementary schools. '

Most of the sellers of vegetables, bead-necklaces for the Chery”

mas, and coolies are Mapillas. The Parayans are the bamboo basket

and mat-makers and the Kumbharans are the dealers in clay

vessels. The Chaliyans who are the weavers assemble to sell the
hand-woven cotton clothes and the Panans come with their palm”
leaf umbrellas. The village black-smiths are there to sharpeh -

sickles and knives

It is between 4-5 o’clock in the evening that the shandy be-

comes very crowded. In a village shandy most of the sellers know
their buyers and what I found was that transactions took place
peacefully and without exchange of hot words. The people sa¥
that 'the prices of vegetables are high and some of them who have.
garden-plots attached to their houses grow there seasonal food:
Here is an example of a Mapilla’s reaction to my purchasing from
him a bamboo comb and a bead necklace. “It is quite interesting!”

he repeated my words roaring with laug

‘ hter. “For you, what 8
this for!” My friend who was with me replied to him: “This is @
kind of study:”

He was puzzled when we moved away from him.

Who are the buyers? Among the higher castes men only 8@
to the shandy. Their women do not. Eyen today the more unso-
phisticated among poorer Tiya women working outside do not g0
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to go by
o1 the main roads to return to their homes.ﬁ’Iig:y prefer to g
the more secluded foot-paths and over the fields.

andy are of the Cheruma and

n'in the sh isi
The women mostly see e Brahmin-owned provision

Kumbharan castes. One finds in th local officials who
Shops orthodox Nambudiris at times and even nd Mapilla-owned
27 all treated with high regard. In the Nair a

. f different
tea-shops one can see the inter-mingling of persons ©

. er of some lo
Tegional newspaper or over the transt ‘
Importance.

. i-

Malabar was undoubtedly famous for its ?anks 2nja:?ees 211:?72121

ness of its peoples. Most of the persons of dlﬁe;-er-l and the Nairs

bath after their return from shandy. The Nambu 1;; t see many

do not fail to take a bath in the evening. But If 1 ::l)lip does not
People in the evenings at the temple. The place of wo

@ttract as many as the shandy does.

I

: i inter-
In this paper I have only attempted an illustration of the in

i n two units
caste relations in Kerala; a preliminary study based o

i the village shandy. Here
of observation—the village temple and the e s blend.

. ; e
the pattern of structure in a society still govirne uirements. And I
ing with the patterns of economic and ritual req

(e b
feel that both are based on “great traditions.



THE GANGAS IN THE TAMIL COUNTRY*

by

M. AROKIASAMI
Department of Indian History

I
Ganga Origins and the Tamil Country

The interest of South Indians in the exploration and study
of South Indian history has been on the increase in recent times.
The history of the Deccan has been well studied; so is it the case
with the history of Peninsular India. But that of the interim belt,
the land of Karnataka power, has not yet been studied in any
appreciable manner, particularly with reference to history and
politics in the extreme south of India in their long meandering
course of centuries beginning with the dawn of the Christian era.

The action and interaction of Canarese dynasties like the
Rattas, Gangas, Chalukyas and the Hoysilas on the polities
of the Tamil country still presents an unploughed field but for the
few furrows made by a stray work here and there conceived and
carried out by lonely scholars yet to be sufficiently appreciated.

The work of Mr. K. R. Venkatarama Iyer on the Hoyésalas in
Fhe Tamil country! is one distinctly of this kind and serves as an
inspiration for the works of the same kind to rise on the other
dypasties as well. The pair of lectures I propose to deliver under
the present endowment will bear on the Gangias in the Tamil
Country.

. In spite of the numerous inscriptions of the Gangas collected
in the volumes of the Epigraphia Carnatica and the model of a
treatise based on them by Mr. Lewis Rice in his Mysore and
Coorg from inscriptions, much research has yet to be done on the
long Ganga episode of well over a millenium beginning from atleast

*Lectures delivered under the Sankara-Parvati Endowment on the 27th
and 28th of January, 1956.
1. Annamalai University Historical Series, No. VII (1950).
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the middle of the third century A.D. The Ganga connections with
the Tamil country is yet a largely unwritten tale.

Antiquity of the Gangas ’

Chalukyan inscriptions frequently mention the Ganga rulers
with the title, Maula, which means “of ancient unmixed descent’
and, as Mr. Rice tells us, “the name Ganga is not an ordinary one”s
Pliny and Ptolemy, Virgil and Flaccus Curtius, and Megasthenes
make mention of the Gangas as a dynasty, which grew to power
in the smiling valley of the river Ganga. From the evidence of
these writers it js easy to date the origins of the Gangas as 2

dynasty of a great people as early as the first century A.D, at
which Pliny wrote,

Ganga Origin

The stories of Ganga origin mentioned in early Ganga inscrip-
tions, to the birth of the first Ganga ruler from the Ganges, merely
emphasise the fact that the valley of the Ganges was the early
home of the Ganga family,

The valley of this
dynasties of rulers, b

valley of the Ganges
the well-known com

Ganga Origin and the Tamil Country

There was thus reason for a very early connection between
the Gang

as and the Tami] country. The mention of kings and

' ! 4
2. led disercc: o
Baris PI:‘.)ti. detfuled discussion Seg Arokiasami, Early History of the Vellé’

3. See Puram, 201, %2, in whi

h Kapi g st
Aryam and‘refe;-s to his northern orc Fapllar addresses the Irukduvél

igin,

‘Which this migration was effecte
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to the south in very early
t of Nageinarkiniyar pro-
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bably refers to the migration of the Gang
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5s give a narration of the way u:
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forthcoming in the donative record found on the walls of the
Muggukundésvara temple which purports to record a grant to th'e
Kannada ascetics of the Kalamukha sect and the inscription 15
written in Kannada characters. A tank is also said to have been
made for the use of these ascetics, Their connection with the
Pallavas, with whom the Gangis later get closely connected is also
another indication in the same direction, The greatest of the
chieftains of Kodumbaliar bears a Kannada name, Bhati Vikrama-
kéSari, reminding one of the later name Bufuga. These points
have been fully discussed in my book “The Early History of the
Vellar basin with special reference to the Irukkuvéls of Kodumba-
Hir” and need not tarry us here. But they unmistakably point
to a close connection between the Gangas and these Vélir chief-
tains, the first belonging to a family of rulers and the second to @
family of cultivators, which brings the much needed confirmation
to the statement of the Tamil commentator that families of kings
and cultivators were in migration to the south in early times.

The First Capital of the Gangds

“At the time of the foundation of the Ganga kingdom its chief
city was Kuvalala (Koélar)”5 But that was not the capital. The
well-known capital of the Gangas, Talkad on the Cauvery, was
set up by Harivarman only in the fifth century A.D. What was
then the original Ganga capital? This question has not been
studied so far. From all available sources of information that
would appear to have been in the Tamil country.

Here a reference must be made to the Tamil chronicle,
Kongudésarajakkal, which points to this fact. Ever since the great
Col. Colins Mackenzie obtained this Mss. record it has heen studied
time and again by scholars of the first order like Wilson, Dowson
and Taylor$ In recent times the Government of Madras has als0
published this Mss. with a good historical introduction.? 1 am
only quoting the opinion of an erudite scholar like Mr. Lewis Rice,
one who has done much to put the history of Mysore on the map
of Indian history, when I say that its historical accuracy is some-
times greater than that of inscriptions.® The Rev. Mr. Taylor in his

5. Rice, op. cit.,, 28,
6. See Dowson in JRAS, VII; Taylor, MJLS, XIV. Sce also Wilson’s
Catalogue,

7. Govt. of Madras Oriental Mss, Series, No. V.,
8. Rice, Mysore Inss. '
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first notice of the chronicle in the Madras' Journa}l1 ?f I\L;Iztelq;oéggz
and Science speaks of it as “one of the best in the l;;v (:1 et / i;: nzie
collection, being free from fable and supported y date f This
record deals with the ancient rulers of Kongu beg.mmng TO e
dawn of the Christian era down to th.e fall of‘ V1]ayailagz;r.c b
Ganga portion of it is highly informatlv.e z'and it has a S0 3

substantial corroboration from the inscriptions of the period.

It is in this work that mention is made of' a place ac;ﬁle;i
Skandapura as the Ganga capital, whetre Ganga kings a(xl'ersfar fo
have been anointed.’® And the historian need not wan de rin
his identification of the place since it clearly states, Skan ap;r:hat
Kongudésam”.1! It was here, according to ‘the same rec?;ilit ot
the Retti Kings of Kongu ruled and therc.e is e'very gsmatte:zn .
the Gangas succeeding them in that Caplt{.il (':lty.. y o thé
however, at its identification in spite of the 1gd1cat10n gl.ven he
chroniclé is bound to be at best conjectural, since there }115 no p ace
of that name even in the region of Kongudésam at tl ée ptxi'}as'
time. Mr. C. M. Ramachandran Chettiar’s attempt‘at 1 en yﬁi
the place with Dharapuram in the Coimbatore dl.stgl(;t zn the
ground that it represents a Tamilisation of the san§kr1t ‘f an apthe
seems a little farfetched.!? But from other points ok v1§1w the
identification stands on firm ground. Wh_ether we ta e h e im-
portance the region round modern Dhér:apuram occgple when
Pliny wrote or when the Romans traded with Sogth In }1;1 VoIIincen_
Hyder and Tipu conquered the Kongu country in tbe o cen-
tury or when we consider the topography of the. reglofnt}a:s e
ed in Kongudésarajiakkal or from the point of'v1ew o o et.ﬁ o
of the locality as referred to in the same chronicle the zl;n I-F;kkal
with Dhardpuram seems to stand four square. KO'n.,gu ig’rag o h
describes Skandapura as a place situated among fertile fie . s,lw e !
is true with regard to Dharapuram. From mere gec?graphlcah 11301nf
of view the central position occupied by this town in the whole o
the Tamil country deserves to be noted.

The only other place that can lay claim to this hox}o}\:r may
be Kangayam situated close to Dhérépurz.am, a .place which seems
to bear in its name the ancient connection Wl.ﬂ.I t}}e. Ganga. 1t
may be better said to have suffered a sanskritisation when the

9. MJLS., op. cit, p. 4.
10. Ibid.

11. Ibid.

12. Kongu Malar, II, 143,
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chronicle calls the place as Skandapura, since both Gangéyam and
Skanda refer to the same god Muruga. On the other hand,
Mr. Ramachandran Chettiar refers to old Mahriatta inscriptions to
be found in the local temple at Dhardpuram, which perhaps point
to its having been the capital of the Rattas. The question nee

urther to be investigated. But the point, which seems undeniable,
is the fact that the Gangas had their first capital in the Tamil coun'try
and in Kongu, wherever it might have been situated in that region.

The Tamil country, the Origin of the Ganga Power

Such is the connection of the Gangas with the Tamil country
and, if some day what has been said above ahout their capital comes
to be verified more thoroughly, the Tamil country will hold itself

out as the birth-place of the Ganga power and will revolutionis®
our knowledge of Karnataka history.

Strange as this may seem the great title of the Ganga kings,

‘Konganivarman’, later used in its varied form ‘Konganivrta’ needs-

to be explained; and it is significant that it is the first rulers of
the dynasty who use this title. The very first king of this house,
who may be taken as its historieal founder, Madhava, is called as
King Midhava Konganivarman I. It muyst express without doubt
the early connection of this dynasty with Kongudasa.

Besides this we have certain definite literary and inscriptiona'i
evidences to prove this early Ganga connection with the Tami
country. We know for a fact that long before inscriptions refer

to the Ganga rulers in Karnataka the Tamil works of the Sangam

times do mention them as persons, who, having come from out-
side, had settled down in the

Tamil country. To quote only one
‘example, the great epic of the Tamils, S‘z‘lappadikdram, refers’ to

“the Gangas and the many people closely allied with them”, who
had created a disturbance in the Tamil country:

It is also perfectly evident from historical and linguistic evl
dences that in early days there was little territorial difference be-
tween Kongu, Coorg and Karnataks and we have the high autho-
rity of Rev. Kittel, the Kannada scholar, in tracing the comple‘te
verbal similarity between Kongu and Kodgu, which become in
course of time Kudagu or Coorg.® Mr, W, Légan in his Malabor

13, 1A, VI, p. 100 ang the foot-note thereon,

9
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hat “the
Manual adds a point of great strength, when_.lgiss;iifs ;Vlr. Wal-
Mysore Riajzhs are still mentioned as Kongﬁza]says. that both the
housels takes us to prehistoric times when

i Tine similarities.
Kong d Coorg prehistoric remains exhibit striking simila
ngu an

Ganga and the Kalabhra

i int is that the
The i o wich s i it 2 4
Gangas had entered very early the Tamthe Tamil ’works of the
Tamils had always kept opposing them, as ithout doubt; and that
first centuries of the Christian era tell us wi o rstions be.
this entry was effected on account of the anc caphically, histo-
tween Kongu and Karnataka, regions alike ie(;fes are mountain-
rically and even geologically. Both' the"cerrlfothe s 2 fho
ous regions called in ancient classification (;n e came Kind of
Malndd or Malainad; geologically they aril < of the Cola king
belt and we are informed as late as the a}sr O e i Kongy
Aditya that gold, now available in Mysore, Wander the rule of the-
as well;1® and historically Kongu was never u

- Kingdom
“Tamil kings as other regions like Colamandalam or the King

of the Pandyas.

. il history of
The great problem of the Kalabhra in thi f}?irsm;o}ilxllitoify we
the South India seems to get an explan:‘flofl :Mrpurﬁ’ﬂam,that a
take into account the statement in Mu’f!:' e to destroy all the
Kannada became so powerful in ea_\rly tmes ?75 In fact it is the
erstwhile monarchies of the Tan.nl country: during nearly four
commonplace of South Indian history th;; . usilent sbout these
centuries, from the third to the seventh, 15 marches on from
Tamil dynasties while the history of the Gangas .

Period to period.

Kongu Pérur

Still, the most convincing argument'of ;his 31;1}11(:1121 glc;::lurg;
stance ix; the origin of the Ganga power in the stc:) ih s G by,
the Ganga inscriptions themselves, The two s

14. Malabar Manual, 1, 662,

15. ISJ; IT‘Q' Itip- Iiiloiaianthﬁthi' also Mathuraikalambakam where the
6. rutonda ’

) ’ . » entioned. )
ienr;.,;KSongu&:ft%Zayfndnr;mﬁnam as also the comment thereon of Ven-
. See u

kayya in ARE., 1908, p. 53,
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from Kallargudde and Purale in the Shiméga Taluk of the Mysore
State are the earliest records giving us a detailed account of the
Ganga origin.'® They say that Dadiga and Madhava came down
to Pérur and met Acariya Simhanandi of the Kraniirgana, “Pro-
pitiating the goddess Padmavati”, the records say, “he (Simha-

nandi) obtained a boon for them and presented them with a sword
and a whole kingdom.”

Scholars have been identifying this Parur with Perur near
Cuddapah. That does not appear probable in any way. Pérur
close on Cuddapah does not become associated with known Ganga
history until very late, until the period of the Kalinga Gangas
pointedly referred to by Pliny as a new dynasty, “gens novis-
sima”'® and certainly different from the Western Gangas of whom
we are speaking here and who are described in inscriptions as
“an ancient unmixed race”. It is from the connection of these
latter Gangas that this Cuddapah-Pérur is sometimes known also

as Ganga-Pérur and not from any connection with the Westernt
Gangas.

_ The inscriptions of Kallargudde and Purale portray the Ganga
rise to power purely on a Jain background—Acariya Simhanandi,
who is referred to in the inscriptions of the Gangas as the muni-
pati, who made their kingdom. But one looks for in vain for the

vestiges of Jain supremacy to which these records point in Pérur

near Cuddapah.

On the other hand, it would appear that at the time the two
Ganga princes, Dadiga and Madhava, were coming down to the
south in search of an opportunity to establish their power that
tht.ey. were losing at home, the opportunity was waiting for them.
Jainism was then in full play in the south and the whole region
was traversed and controlled by Jain ascetics, priests, philosophets
and, in a word, great promoters of the faith of Mahavira. The
Ta'mi.l chronicle to which reference was made earlier, speaks about
this in no ambiguous terms. It refers to many Jain’ bastis and t0
many men learned in the Jain lore. The new religion was per-
fec?ly organised and disciplined under Pontiffs, who took their
r.es1dence under the shade of the shrikaree tree planted by the
s%de of. the bastis and issued orders to their subordinates, the paja-
118, priests, and Gurus. The chronicle makes particular’ reference

18. EC., VII, Sh, 4, ¢4.
19. See Rice quoting in his Mysore and Coorg, p.. 30.
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to three such men—DPaiichanandi, Naganandi, and Gurunandi and
says:

“Thus there were three men acquainted with the sacred
books of the Jainas. One among them was Naganandi, who
was fit to instruct kings in the religious system of the Jains.20

The evidence of Tamil literature is also in unison with what
is described in the chronicle and it is an undeniable fact that of
the two northern religions, Buddhism and Jainism, the latter found
more congenial soil in the south and continued to enjoy the favour
of the Tamils for a period much longer and in a degree much
greater than what was given for Buddhism to enjoy. The very
quantum of extant Jain literature in Tamil is evidence in point.

In the Kongu region, in particular, Jainism controlled king-
ship and the Ratta rulers, all but the last, were ruling Kongu under
the aegis of Jain Pontiffs. It would appear that the last of the
Raftas, Tiruvikrama, gave up Jainism and became a Saivite2! He
thus brought on a crisis. Kongudésarajakkal, which records these
events, refers to an inscription, which purports to make a huge
land donation of 500 candacams? to the guru of his new religion,
Narasimhabatta of the Bhéradvdja tribe, for the maintenance of
the temple of Sankara not far from Skandapura.

That this simple chronicle of the XVII century does not err
or mislead is clear from what we read from authentic Ganga
Tecords referring to the installation of Dadiga and Madhava in
bower at Peérur:

“One Madhava impressing him (Simhéanandi) with his
extraordinary energy when he broke into two a stone pillar
with a single stroke of his sword, Simhanandi made a coronet
of the petals of the karnikara flowers bound it on Madhava’s
head, gave them (the two brothers) the dominion of all the
earth, presented them with a flag made from his peacock-fan
and furnished them with attendants, elephants and horses,
Along with these he gave them also the following advice: ‘If
you fail in what you have promised, if you do not approve of

20. MJLS., op. cit,, pp. 5-6.

21. MJLS., op. cit, p. 6. .

22. The inscription is not traceable; there is however no reason to dis-
credit it especially since the particulars are mentioned. The candacam here
Seems to refer to the area of land in which a candacam of paddy (80 Madras
measures) could be reaped.
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the Jaina sisana, if you seize the wives of others, if you in*
dulge in wine and flesh, if you form relationship with the loW,
if you give not your wealth to the needy, if you flee from the
field of battle—your race will go to ruin.’2

Such then is the background of the Ganga rise to kingship
in the South and Pérur in Kongu with its hoary Jain traditions
answers much better as the place where Simhanandi met Dadiga
and Madhava than Pérur in the Cuddapah region. It is to be
remembered that it is the chronicle of the Kongu kings that‘
describes the installation of the first Ganga rulers in Pérur in all
its pomp and circumstance and remains to this day the only evidence
on the subject besides the two Ganga inscriptions cited earlier.
That Kongu-Pérur, in contradistinction to Ganga-Pérur, was
important in Ganga times is borne out by the Kudalaru inscrip-
tion of Madhava 1,2 which records the gift of the village of Pérur
and mentions its boundaries as “to the West of the river Totla and
east of Marukarevisaya”, obviously referring to the Totla whicl}
flows from the Nilgiris and to the present township of Madukarat
near Coimbatore. Sri Purusha, the great Ganga, in a later day
is mentioned in an inscription as making a pilgrimage to this
Pérur.

It must be therefore obvious to any dispassionate student of
history that the Ganga origin to power begins in the very heart

of the Tamil country—a fact not well known and at any rate not -

sufficiently emphasised. The Gangas account for nearly 600 years
of unbroken rule in different parts of the Tamil country and par-
ticularly in the modern districts of Coimbatore and Salem from
the beginning of the fourth to the end of the ninth century, the
date of the commencement of the Céla empire in South India.

The important part played by Pérur mnear Coimbatore 2l
through this long period is explicable only from this point of view.
We read in Péndyan inscriptions, for example, reference to Pérur
in terms of great praise. It would appear that in those early times
entry into this place was considered equivalent to the conquest
of the whole of the ‘Kongubhumi’. The Madras Museum Plates
of the Pandyan Jatilivarman referring to the victorious march of

Maran Nedufijadayan into the Kongu country contains this exhi~

larating passage:

23. Ec., op. cit,, loc, cit. -
24, See Mysore Archacological Report, 1930.
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“Having seen Adiyan (who wore) a resplendant lance
turn to fight at Ayirur, at Pugaliyur and at Ayiraveli on the
north bank of the Kaviri. ...when the Pallava and the Kérala
having become his allies... (he) captured the powerful king
of Western Kongu with (his} murderous elephants....sub-
dued Kongabhumi...entered the large village of Kanciviyal
in a woody region beautified by flower gardens and built a
temple resembling a hill to Tirumal.”2

The epigraphist rightly identifes Kancividyal with Pérur, which
Sears that alternative name in the Tévaram of Appar and later
1n~ Tiru"i.l.ayédalpurénam in which the line, “Kongir Kancivay-

€rur” occurs.?® To this day this place is marked off from other
Places in the Kongu country of ancient times by its grand tem-
ble, which bears on its face the relics of the numerous invaders
Yo whom it had been subjected from the days of Simhanandi and

adhava to the last ruler of Viajayanagar. Both in the archi-
tectural designs and the inscriptions to be seen here as well as
the different sculptural forms exhibited here the political history
of Pérur is broadly written.

The Pdruvis and the Talakidites

We have thus to predicate a period of Ganga rule in Kongu
from the fourth century AD. until the transfer of capital to
‘Talakad in the time of Harivarma in the following century. This
Was the period of Konganivarman I and Midhava I—~a period

. Teplete with important events, which marked the growth of the

Ganga power. It is this growth that the transfer of capital to
tra.].akéd on the banks of the Cauvery also indicates. Of the two
}nscriptions of Harivarman so far known to us one is to be found
In Tanjore,?” and that also speaks of this growth, which first took
Place in the Tamil country.

It is generally supposed that the Gangas ruled over Kongu
from Tajakad after this transfer effected by Harivarman. It would,

‘however, appear that a member of the Ganga royal house was al-

Ways stationed in this region to rule over it almost as an independent
Sovereign. Such was the rise of a dynasty of collateral Ganga

Nlers whom we may conveniently .designate as Kongu-Gangas

25. I4., XXI1, p. 13.
26, See Eyarkonkaikdmandyendrpurdnom, v, 8,
27. 1A, v, 212

M. 10
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These seem to have belonged to the Piruvi house of Gangd
royalty.

The following may be set out as our arguments for these
conclusions:

The Tamil chronicle Kongudésardjikkal tells us that only w
Vishnugépa’s time the two regions—the Karnataka and the Tafml
country—came under the rule of one house, that of Talakad, which
would imply that in the period prior to this ruler the two region$
were ruled independently by two different Ganga houses. Vishnu-
g6pa held them together during a long period of nearly half-a
century of his rule. After living to a ripe old age he, hﬂ"ing,
despaired of an issue, chose for his successor a scion of the Paruvi
house and he was Madhava IL.

Ganga inscriptions do not however mention this adoption. The
Tamil chronicle on the other hand, mentions not only this but
another adoption as well—the adoption of Dindikdra (to be
probably identified with Avanita). Still, the question of choosing
between these two sources of information is easily decided, since
the granis of the Gangas on their own showing mark a time-space
of 137 years between Vishnugdpa and Konganivarman II (from
SS. 210 to 347)% and yet mention only two kings for this long
duration, while there is evidently room for one or even two kings:

The evidence of the chronicle thus appears to be more credible

than even that of inscriptions.

It is while adverting to this that Mr, L, Rice, who arrives at
the same conclusion says that the evidence of the chronicle is even
more trustworthy than that of inscriptions, But whence comes
this variance? The omission of the adoptions in the inscriptions is
to be explained by the circumstance that these rulers, who are not
mentioned in the inscriptions, are Paruvi rulers, whom records of

the Talakad house do not naturally include. Prof. J. Dubreuil
says the same thing when he writes:

“I am of the opinion that both the genealogies are correct;

but they are of two different dynasties.”29
- The Paruvis were closely connected with the Tamil country
and had Kongu as the centre of their activity, Both as a matter

28, See Fleet; 1A, VIIL 102; 1A, V, 136; Rice: Mys. Ings., 289,
29. Ancient History of the Deccan, 105,
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of necessity and as a result of extraordinary Pr%wess;iio f;sz:?:g
do they get appointed to the throne at T:'J\laka ru riids o yeurs
Karnataka and the Tamil country that during long ple untry was
the distinction between Karnitaka and the Tarlnl vcv(})mo put the
completely annihilated. Durvinita, the great. roer one of this
kingdom of the Gangas on the path to emplrel, 1‘:’_5(‘15 by force of
variety, Paruvi, who secures the throne at Tala Stt' }1,11' Mallo-
arms. Several Ganga grants and particularly the Uttan in, which
halli and Hebbiru plates clearly set forth the Yvay's and the
Durvinita succeeded to the kingdom of both t‘he Par: v follows:
Talakadites3® The Uttanur plates refer to this event as :

“pittraparasuta samvarjityapi .
Lakshmya svayam abhipratyalingita.

The reference here is clearly to the Lakshr'm of sovefr&g:}f: ;::11“;};
embraced Durvinita, though “it had been intended for fhe son o
another.” Some writers expain this sta’fement bybpos us ;1 latging
svayamvara form of marriage or, what is worse, by po S
two wives for Avanita, Durvinita’s father. We havc'e noric onirmas
tion of these random suppositions in ziny of the 1(111‘sc 1:N ons o
the Gangas. Besides, it transpires one’s understar}kng ; srinita
wise Avanita should have discarded a person li ef thu Ganga,
Whose later history makes him one of. the great.est of eto nea
kings. The term ‘pittraparasuta’, which hris given nfse N
conclusion, seems to bear the translation, the son oh an e
better than “another son”. Thus broadly translated the passag
under reference would read as follows:

“The throne was intended for the son ?f another;. b:t
Durvinita by force of arms made the Lakshmi of sovereignty
embrace him.”

The distinction made here between the Gangas of Slfall;ld;pura
and the Gangas of Talakad must now be taken as established,

®

The Gangds and the Pallavis

The Ganga copper plates of Malloh.a_l,,l_i and U_dayendira? men-
tion a victory of Konganivarman I against th‘e‘a Bar}as, ﬁt: Y:;aom :n?s
the records graphically say, he became “a vs::ld- e e
Kandasala grant of his son, Maidhava, states that “Konganivarman

30, Mys. Arch. Report, 1936, p. 36.
31. EC, IX, Bb. 67.
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0S5eSse i ;
p sed wide renown acquired in a number of battles.”3 It i8

not e i '
asy to explain why Konganivarman fought the Banas, uniess

we ¢ ; . :
Opeenioi‘flgn;cetal}‘)sm;f V:;lthﬁthe Tamil country as we have done. In the
the Pallavas. wh e fifth century the Binas were in aliance with
king Mvéyﬁr;éarrise “-IESte.r n boundary they guarded. The Kadambd
to rouse the an an is said to have levied tribute from the Banas
came settled feugdert of_ the Pallavas. Subsequently the Banas be
that the Gangas ia t;{rzes of the Kadambas. It was at this juncture
the Ud@ymdiramn ongu came to the help of the Pallavas. Henc®
to conquer Bénnzgr;f anj{ Sa?is that Konganivarman” was consecrated
Ganga reeord naman ala” and he became according to another
ord, “the forest fire to the Bana stubble.”

Victori -
ctories over the Gangis gave the Banas the first cause

f . {
or greatness and it was achieved under the aegis of the Pallavés.

Th - .
0 ihpeal}l;;i Ganfa alliance of which we have demonstrable Pmofg
ry of the Ganga-Pallavas and that of the Nolamba-

Pallavas, i .
vas, is a point to be noted here, since that gives one an idea

of the ; .

who lact}*:jl gcah:;ﬁu;n;e- - th.e Tamil country. Harivarman himself
crowned by the Pallss a0 Talakad, claims o have beet
good use of the su ava®  Konganivarman I seems to have made
sure foundations p}};f)rt of the Pallavis to set up his kingdom oB
reigning peacefuil 131 son 'and successor, Madhava, is thus seed
himself becoming S‘(‘tﬁz i?at;,ng all the arts of peace and culturé,

32. Mys. Arch, Repbrt, 1925, No. 15.
33, El, XIV; Mys. Arch, Report, 1930,

‘monarch would appear to have carried his victorious ar

THE GANGAS IN THE TAMIL COUNTRY
1l

Ganga Rule and the Tamil Country

We must distinguish three sets of Ganga rulers in the Tamil
Country, The first set comprises the early Gangés, who can be
f:alled the Gangas of Skandapura; the second set is formed by the
Imperial Gangas who begin their rule over our region from the
time of Avanita onwards; and the third group consists of the Ganga
feudatory rulers, whose rule lasted even as late as the fourteenth

Century A.D,

Conquests of Durvinita

urvinita busy conquering

Quite early in his reign we find D
d in parts by the Céras

the Kongu region, that had been occupie

and the Pallavas during the period of internal disorder in the
Ganga kingdom prior to his accession to the throne. Kongu had
belonged to him by right as a Paruvi in power and yet it had
been lost to him temporarily. Hence we find his very first vic-

tories placed in this very region. Such are the victories of

Andari, Alattur, Porulare, and Penndgarady mentioned both in the

Uttantir and Nallala plates. Epigraphists have identified these
places of Durvinita’s victories in the region of Coimbatore and
Salem and in the region of the Pallavas, the ancient Tondai-

mandalam. Beginning from the Kongudééa, the conquering
ms as far

as the Pallava kingdom. The victories of Pennagarady and Alattur

‘must be identified without doubt with Pennagaram in Salem and

Alandir near Pallavaram. In the same way the Coimbatore region
also saw the victorious march of Durvinita. Here he destroyed
the Céra influence, that had gathered strength, by the conquest of
Punnita-Pannita, which entitled the Ganga king as “the Lord of

"the whole of Punnata-Pannata.”

The Identification of Punnita-Pannita

N The identification of the Punnéta region needs some explana-
tion. The Komaralingam copper plates of Ravidatta,3 which is the

34. 1A, XVII, 362 £,
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only record on the Punniatarija mentions the grant of Pungisoge
( a village in Coorg) and a few other Canarese villages “to persons
to whom they belonged” and among these places one called
Elagdévantr is also mentioned, which may well refer to Coimbatore.
The Céra inscriptions of the period found in Vellalir near Coimba-
tore, which mention Céra rulers like Viranérﬁy%ina and Ravikodan
clearly imply Céra penetration in the Coimbatore region in the
period just prior to that of Durvinita 3 Ravidatta was a Céra
feudatory in this category and the Punnita kingdom, of which he
1s r.nentioned as the ruler, must have comprised the Coimbatore
region as well. The discovery of the record which refers to the
Punnita-raja at Komaralingam in Udumalpet Taluk of Coimba-
tore district is very significant. The kingdom of Punnata must
ha\_/e therefore comprised a territory connecting Coorg and
Coimbatore, parts of which must have been included in it
3 tc')lemy’s description of Punnata “as a land of beryls” definitely
points to Kangayam as a part of this kingdom, since from ancient

tirges ’c.hat was the land of beryls. The statement of Col. Mark
Wilks in his History of Mysore36 that:

“Céran united Kangiam (sic) and Salem to the dominions
of Kérala or Malabar”

seems to set the seal of approval on the identification of Punnita
with a region reaching out from the south of Coorg along the
We.s’cern ghats to as far south as Kéangayam in the district of
(?mmbatore. Hence perhaps the kingdom was called Pannita,
literally meaning many lands, The term Punnita itself may be 2

corruption of the Tamil Ponnadu, meaning the land of gold, for
which Kongu was famous in early times,

Durvinita and the Ganga Foreign Policy

The epoch-making change effected by Durvinita lay in the
great change he made in Ganga foreign policy, in that he chose
to ally with the Chalukyas as against the Pallavas, who had been
the great supporters of the Gangas till his accession to the throne
at Talakdd. Durvinita was the contemporary of Pulikaéin II,
whom he made his son-in-law by a master stroke of policy, It
must be remembered that the great Pallava-Chalukya conflict of
the VII century in South India was to a large extent supported by

35. ARE., 1910, pp. 147-48.
36. Rice; Mysore, p. 5.
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the Gangas on the Chalukyan side, by Durvinita ‘and Bhuvikrama
in the seventh century and by Sri Purusha in the eighth. The Palla_lw
vis were defeated in quick succession. The defeated P:illlavas
sought the alliance of the Rashtrakitas as again§t thfe Chaluky;;
and the Ganga and that ended in the defeat and 1mprlsonment. o
Sivamara II, the Ganga king, who was subsequently crownec.i .kmg
at Talakad by the Pallava and the Rashtrakata, who jointly
Presid;d over the ceremony. This was the great event of the first
quarter of the IX century, the year 813 A.D.

This year 813 A.D. marks a great char.zge in the history ?f
the Gangas in the Tamil country. The vast kingdom of the .Gangas
was now divided into numerous provinces ar}d was given to
virtually independent Governors, who were scions of the roylal
house. The power of the Ganga rulers of Kongu became severely
circumscribed from this change. On the one hand there was the
curtailment of territory, since it was apportioned to numerous
Governors and on the other they felt the control of the supreme
hand at the centre. It is during this period that we hear of a
grant’” to a Jain temple at Sripura near Nilgiris at the request of
one Nirgundardja, who was possibly the ruler of West Kongu.

The Ganga-Pallava Alliance

The Pallavis once more gained the support of the Gangds. A
whole family of them began to rule over Nolambavadi and became
known as the Nolimba-Pallavis; while in the south the Ganga-
Pallavas established their power in the region of the two Arcots,
the south and the north, and we read of one of them, Prithvipati I,
giving up his life happy at the thought that his Pallava ally,
Aparajita, had won the day at Sripurambiyam.38

1t is a common place of South Indian history that the victory
of Sripurambiyam led on to the rise of Aditya and the Cdla em-
pire, which fast covered like a summer cloud the entire Tamil
country and even beyond. During this period the Gangis were
made to lose perforce their influence in this region, though we find
the C5la Parantaka I conferring the Bana sovereignty on the Ganga
prince, another Prithvipati (the second of the name), in 921 A.D.3

37. EC, IV, Ng. 85.
38. EI, IX, pp. 871l
39. SII, ii, 387.
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Thus the Gangis end their connection with the Tamil country
almost in the same way in which they began. Their rise to poweT
which owed a great deal to the support of the Pallavas, was possible
because there was the danger of the Bana alliance with the Kadam-
bas on the western front of the Pallava kingdom, whence the
Ganga king was created as “a forest-fire to the stubble, the Bana.™
Now towards the close of their independent rule in the Tamil
country we find the Céla king conferring the “Bina sovereignty”
on the Ganga. In the long period that lies between these two
events lies the 600 years of Ganga history in the Tamil country;
a period which had seen the incoming of many powers foreign 0

our region, particularly, the Chilukya and the Rashtrakita, all
in the wake of the Gangas.

The Last Ganga King in the Tamil Country

The lithic grant of Rakkasa Ganga, the last of the dynasty to
rule over the Karnataka, acknowledges Cgla overlordship.4t In
the final quarter of the eleventh century A.D. the Cola dominioB
was firmly established over the entire Tamil country and Karni-
taka. As early as 1004 A.D. Rajendra had captured Talakad. We
find the Gangds now seeking shelter under the Chélul‘cy.«'.zls and the
Hoysalas. Under the latter the talent of Ganga nobility was put

to proper use and it gave a good account of itself. Men like

Gangaréja and Udayachandra played important roles in the history
of the Tamil country during this period; the former Captured
Talakad from the Cslas and the latter helped the good administra-
tion of the Hoysiala in the Tamil country.

Ganga Feudatories in the Tamil Country

In spite of all these administrative changes Ganga feudatories.

§till funct.ioned in our region. Rulers like Siyagangan mentioned
in th.e reign of Kulqttunga III, Panchanadivanan-Nilagangarayan
mentioned in the reign of Rajaraja III, another Nilagangardyan

mentioned in the reign of Jativarman Sundara III and a Nilaganga

of the ‘fime of Kulottunga again are mentioned in inscriptions of
the period coming from Chittoor and Chingleput.$2 Their periOd
ranges from 1180 and 1304 A.D., according to these inscriptions.

40. See, for ex,, EC, IX, Db. 67.
41. EC, III, Md. 78.

42. V. Rangachari, Inss, I, Chittoor, 64; SII, III: 1919;
HIS., I, p. 370. ‘ o Tl 122, 200, 589 of 195
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The Government Epigraphist in his report for 19134 opined
that because Nilagangarayan is referred to in an inscription as
pillaiyar of Vijayagandagopala®* and Rajarajas$ambuvarayan of
about the same time is also mentioned in the same way® both
these feudatories were brothers and sons of Vijayagandagdpala. It
was also argued by the Epigraphist that since Rijaraja Sambuva-
riyan bears the usual Pallava title of Alapirandan like Kopperun-
jinga all these rulers belonged to the same stock. All these feats
of identification are absolutely confusing and do not serve much
useful purpose. The term pillaiyar seems to be a variant of pillai
and may just mean a feudatory. It is only in this surmise we
can expain Mahibila-Bana being called pillai of the Pandyan king
Mairavarman Kulaéskhara 1. This seems to have been the XIII
century fashion, since all these records are dated in the second
half of that century.

There seems to be more meaning in identifying the four Ganga-
riaya rulers above mentioned with the worthy descendants of the
Gangis in the Tamil country, serving the Cola and the Pandya as
feudatories. One of them, Nilagangardyan of the Tth year of
Rajarajacola III calls himself clearly as “Chola-Gangd”*® and the
range of their inscriptions would define their feudal kingdom
within the limits of the old Tondaimandalam.

There is also the possibility of their having descended from
the old Ganga-Pallava line. The region over which they ruled
adds a plausibility of its own to this supposition. Whatever this
might have been Panchanandivana Nilagangarayar has left his
mark in Tirumalizai, the well-known Vaishnava village of the
Chingleput district. The numerous orders issued by him are still
to be seen .imprinted on the walls of the local temple, which
possibly owes its origin to this ruler. The name Nilaganga-Vinna-
garam, which the temple bears, and the name, Nilagangacaturvedi-
mangalam, which the village Tirumalizai bears in inscriptions of
the XIII century, lend great support to this conclusion. Ganga
influence in the Tamil country easily penetrated through these
Ganga-Pallava rulers, who descended from both the Ganga and
Pallava houses and were therefore popular among the people. The
village of Ukkal in North Arcot district was known for a long time:

43. ARE., 1912-13, p. 126.
44, 117 of 1912,
45. 302 of 1912.
46. 535 of 1912,

M 11
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as Aparajitacaturvedimangalam after the great Ganga-Pallava of
the name, who defeated the Pandya and gave the Cola tiger, ﬂ:@

future emperor Aditya, in the words of Prof. K. A. N. Sastri, ‘8
taste for blood”.

The Influence of the Gangds in the Tamil Country

The Ganga rule lasted in our region for atleast 500 years from
the middle of the IV to the middle of the IX century and the
Ganga influence lasted much longer. As indicated above we have
inscriptional records of Ganga descendants going upto even the
XIV century. It would be at once obvious that the period of the
Ganga rule in the Tamil country is one longer than that of the
Moghuls in India or even that of the British in recent times
both of which lasted only for 300 years.

The Gangis along with the Pallavis opened a new epoch in
South India. The civilisation of the three centuries preceding their
advent in this region was, though great, something different from
that of the new age inaugurated by these two dynasties. To under-

stand this we must go back to their origins. The northern origin

of the Gangas has been established. Prof. R. Satyanatha Iyer it
his Political and Cultural History of India Vol. I writes that the
Western Ganga dominion was named Gangavadi, “why, we do not
know”.4” We can explain that only with reference to the Ganges
origin of these people. It is now too late in the day to be speaking
of the southern origin of the Pallavis, as some still do. Whether they

are the Pallavas of the North-west or not they belong to the people,

who had migrated from north to south in early times. Reference has
already been made to the plausibility of the Gangas being included
among the Kalabhrds. It would appear that the Pallavads also
partook of the same character. I realise that this is a very bold
statement to make in view of the fact that in the VII century if
was the Pallava-Pandya combination that defeated the Kalabhra
combination.” But we must remember that it was just at that

time the Ganga-Pallava combination broke and Durvinita sought

the alliance of the Western Chalukyas. On the other hand, it must
be borne in mind that all through the dark period of the Kalabhra

interregnum the Pallavas were the only rulers along with the.

Gangas to keep their heads above water in the whole of South
India. In fact during the darkest part of this period inscriptions

47. Political and Cultural History ef India, I, 201,
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Yecord no less than 16 Pallava rulers—the dynasty of the Sanskrit
charters and the Gangas were equally going strong. It is true .that
during this period the Pallava charters are issued from various
Places all over the kingdom and not from Kanchi. That only shows
that there was natural opposition to their rule in the south a}nd
the theory of the Céla occupation of the place during the penc_)d
Must appear to be well verified, especially since Kuméravishnu_m
a later day speaks of having recaptured Kanchi from the Cola
€nemy,

(a) On Administration.—The Ganga northmen brpught with
them a distinct type of administrative system, in many 'w.ays v.vell
developed and with particular emphasis on Jocal administration.
One can never tire of saying that the Mauryan system of govern-

" ment was a model of administrative system; and these men com-

ing from the north were soaked in that system. So far as the
Pallavas are concerned there is little doubt that they were closely
following that system. Dr. S. K. Iyengar has forcefully emphas.ised
this point in two of his lectures on the evolution of the Hindu
administrative institutions in South India.*8 The Ganga administra-
tive system also partook of the same model as may clearly appear
from the administrative divisions into which their kingdom was
divided, the province, the district, the village, the offices of the
Provincial Governor and the Village Headman, the system of
multiple taxes, customs duties, the employment of well organised
army and the use of the niti §dstras as a grammar of administra-
tion.

South Indian polity was informed of a well ordered administra-
tive system, it is true, for centuries before the new age of th.e
Gangas commenced. Our Sangam poems are redolent with classi-
cal examples of good government, just taxation, the inescapable
arm of the law, impeachable justice of kings and of kings who died
when injustice was pointed out to them. The poets of that age
acted everywhere as political philosophers and were royal advisers
on the move. But all this did not mean a codified system of
administration and the student of South Indian polity during the
Sangam times cannot escape the feeling of a spent diver in the
trackless ocean of Tamil poetry diving for the unattainable pearl

_of a political system.

It was this system that became a fait accompli during the days
of the Gangas and the Pallavds, who covered between themselves

48, S. K. Iyengar, Evolution of Hindu Adm. System, Lectures III & IV,
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g(l)?) whole Olf\/[ our peninsular region for a period of not less than
peri y; af;{;l r. B. L. Rice quoting from the Kannada lore of the
od gives a sentence which underlines this siatement:

UT . .
who e?sviéng was considered as a good adninistrator, 08¢
ed order from chaos and helped to maintain the

same. Such ¢ :
same ch a one was to be called a master or dove, the rest
men of straw or pulmanasar.”’®®

tio(;it cgi ;gi a(‘}fznlgz;{ kings ?ppear as diligent students of administré”
pon radhava LK l;m‘gaiinvarman specialised in law; to Madhava I
5 Zoeribed the ud {:Isth of Dattaka$utra or the law of adoptiod
P t, ed by t}?e Cja]ebrated Phjyapada, wrote a prti OF
} entary on the 15 Sargds of Kirdtarjuniya.

mayTE: glir/ligois afp pear as rulers intent on good administration, as
rombers of j ron; the fact that they always appointed only
in the interest O;Oya house as governors of the provinces, bot
provinces as a tr ‘S'O und azdministration and to make use of the
try. Thus the awmme ground of the potential rulers of the couf”
mitted to tﬁe 1;rovmce of Kongalndd, 8,000 was successively cof
of Sivamsra toc bre foglome royal prince or another—Ereganga, 0%
Ereyaops reomettionte oy 0y Bufugh, son of Satayvalkya I, %
pendent charp lge v .Eé.mh of these Governors was given inde-
example of tI;g: (:: adml.mswatwn and we have the remarkable
Kongalnad while aniat king seeking the Governor’s permission if
was the adminj maxing a grant of land in that province’® Su¢
. ministrative decentralisation combined with administra-

ti PO
ive discipline that lay at the hottom of the Ganga method of

government.

b .
for e(ﬂe)cti\%? iii:o?ﬁ; of ,the Village Community.—In their ardod~
lage, which the nx:xa ésatmn the qangés reached down to the Vi
Headman, the 'n::;Z Oa Z : Smafn independent republic under itS
cation w{th o gounda and its revenue authority in communi-
which subsist tz tll:gyaé Oﬂ-icers’ the maniagar. These two offices
of the Ganga met&sl day h our Tf‘gion are unforgettable souvenirs
soundars 1l the o of. admmfstration; and truly enough ihe
S re-eminent mvery region, V.Vhl'?h had once seen Ganga rule i
Tho tog : annerwt.he districts of Coimbatore and Salem:
: ms, nal-goundan, literally the good Headman, is mentione

49. Rice, Mysore & Coorg, 167,
50, See the Kulgina grant of AD. 725.
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in certain inscriptions as nad-goundan, probably a variant of nattu-

goundan, the term nddu meaning the 4r or the village. The term,

Wir-goundan, is very common in the aforesaid districts of Coimba-

tore and Salem and the counterpart of this office is designated in
other parts of the Tamil country as nittanmai. The distinction of
setting up an office like this, a community head as distinct from
the official head of the village known in south India in earlier
times, goes to these Karnitaka rulers of the Tamil country and
they may be considered as the fathers of village communities in
South India as the Pallavas in their own right are the fathers of
the autonomous village, that reached its full development under

the Célas.

Many are the inscriptions that refer to the importance of this
office. The Harihara plates edited by Dr. Fleet refer to the gift
of land for exploit performed by one Rimadéva, son of a gounda
or village chief in securing a lady of the royal household from
danger. The village thus granted was Dévaniru still to be seen
15 miles S.W. of Talakad.5! An inscription from Shirkarpur dated
in 918 A.D. shows the office of the nal-gounda being continued to
the widow on the death of her husband, which would indicate that
this was a strictly hereditary post and one that resided like royalty,

in worthy families.52

(c) On Finance.—The Ganga system of administration was
based on sound finance. Though the people were overburdened
with too many taxes, one may be sure that the administration was
not wasteful. Perhaps it was the most careful government that
was ever designed in the middle ages in South India. The Gangas
were the first to calculate the financial resources of each of their
provinces. Thus Banavase is described as 12,000, Gangavadi as
96,000, Nolambavadi, 32,000, Kongalnéd, 8,000, Pannad, 6,000 etc.—
figures that once baffled the historian and now explained as refer-
ring to the annual income of each province calculated in nishka,
a Karnitaka coin equivalent to the vardha of the Tamil country.5

(d) On Justice—Justice was administered in the same rough
and ready manner as was known to prevail in those times but
punishments were so deterrent as to eradicate offences and offen-
ders. Thus an inscription records that the destroyer of a tank

51. IA, VII, pp. 168fL.
52. EC., VII, Shirkarpur, 219.
53, Rice, op. cit,, 174.
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mcurrefi vt1514e sax‘ne guilt as the one who has committed the five
great sins.®* Kings were equipped with armies but not without
cause would thfey go to war. The period of Harivarma was 3
sgrlod of dynastic cliange and the division of the kingdom between
h e two bouses of Paruvi and Talakdd—a circumstance that might
trave eéflly led to war. and yet we hear of no wars and the whole

ansaction comes off in the most natural manner. The composer

of the Tamil chronicle, Kongudssara:a
: , gudésarajakkal, bri is situa-
tion beautifully when he says: petiel brings out this <%

[13 -
By the four devices of peace, division, tribute, war (sama

bétha, dhana tandam) he (Hari
’ ) ar s . m
many kings.”’55 (Harivarma) derived tribute fro

{e) On Society.—Perhaps the greatest influence of the Ganga
rule in the Tamil country was in the field of social change. The Gan-
gas wef‘e Brahmans with connections with great dynasties like the
Ikzhavakus, who ruled to the north of the Krishna between 225
f;lll: 114?1 A._D. O.ne of the. Nagérjunakonda inscriptions refers to

e lkshavaku princess being married to the king of Banavése.”“
They were men steeped in $astraic lore as has been already pOinted
:}111; They l:zvere naturally to be the bulwark of the new Hinduism
the u‘:i:t ; (;)ut ;co' sprout in ’South India after the long night of
first Gan ° OXI aiths. In' spite of it or perhaps because of it the
to Taia rﬁa r\; lo:r Kongamyarma-n I is made to swear allegiance
which suc;ceed at' follows 1s an inspiring story of high diplomacy

4 S In supporting Hinduism without causing dis-
p easxlx)re to' a whole host of Jain munis and munipatis. The Gangas
;’:ﬁy. e S?Eld ?:o have extended their support equally to both the

gion of Vishnu and that of Siva. If Konganivarman was 2

}Jfl'nis Viihnug§pa was a Vaishnava, Govinda was a Lingayat, and -
Is brother Sivakima, a Saivite, while the last two well-knownlt

rulers, Gunaluttama and Malladéva II were Jains. The Gangds

would appear to have maintained Jainism as the court religion

and given the freedom of conscience to the people including them-
selye.s. I.t was in this subtle way that they nurtured the orthodox
religion in South India at a time when it badly required a sup-
go.rt-er.. The. Palla\fﬁs did build numerous temples to the Hindu
eities; but it required all the talent of an Appar to bring roun

Mahendravarman from Jainism to Saivism. The Gangas were like

54. EC, TI, Sr. 34.
55. MJLS, XIV, p. 7.
56, ‘See ARE,, 1926-21, pt, i,
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deep water running as an undercurrent to fertilise the Hindu
faith. Inscriptions describe both Avanita and Durvinita as having
Protected “castes and religious orders.” The Bangalore Museum
plates of the latter describe him as “Vaivasvata Manu in his effort
to protect the castes and religious orders of South India.” The
custom of granting dévadana lands to temples and the creation of
caturvedimangalams and the grant of brahmadéya gifts to Brah-
Mans were begun at this time and that more by the Gangis than
the Pallavas. The Tanjore grant® of Harivarma details an in-
teresting episode of a debate between a Buddhist and a Hindu ex-
bonent on their respective systems of philosophy. The subject for
the debate was the reality of the soul. There was a public de-
bate and the king presided. The Hindu exponent winning the day,
the king was pleased, gave the victorious exponent—the Brahman,
Madhavabhatta—the title of Vadibhas$imha (lion to the elephant
disputant) and the grant of the village of Orekodu. The boundaries
of the village being mentioned as the foot of the hill with Erepadi
and Komiramangalam on either side strongly favour the identifica-
tion of the place in Salem district.

It was again under the aegis of the Gangas that the fanatic
System of Saivism known as the system of Kalamukha fathered on
Lakuliss flourished first in Karnataka and then in the Tamil coun-
try and it required all the energy of the Pallavas to put them out.
The Meélpadi grant of the North Arcot district dated in 1020 A.D.
is a grant made to Lakulisa and further down in Kodumbalir in
the old state of Pudukkétah, we find the Irukkuvéls of Kodumbalar
subscribing in a special manner to the Kalamukhas. The Muvar-
kévil inscription from this place refers to Mallikdrjuna of the
Kalamukha sect who is presented by the Irukkuvél chieftain a big
matha with eleven villages for feeding fifty ascetics of the same
séct. - He is als. said in the same record to be a disciple of
Vidyarasi,’8 perhaps the same who is mentioned in the tank bund
inscription in Dharmapuri® as Vidderasi. The inscription in the-
pond-wall of the Muccukundédvara temple of the same Kodumba-
lir seems to refer to the same Vidderasi.®® These facts show that
this new form of Hinduism became very current in South India
during thjs period and the pond-wall record above referred to is

57.. 1A, VIII, 2124t

58. 'ARE., 1907-08, pp. 87-88.
. 59. EI, X, pp. 64-65.

60, 141 of 1907,
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X}ritten in Kannada characters, We also know from other records
i . tt}tlc Kar}nada country was the home of the Kalamukhas dur
ng this period and we understand that almost one quarter of

grilgaum’ the old Velgraman, belonged to the Kalamukhas at this

ed mAtlk(iZéT\:;:g gOOdfove“'m’"em agriculture and industry prosper”

ous gradations C(f)un Y under the Gangas, who introduced numer

measure sl wren L easures and weights, The khandug®

kind; and the Qalc‘llio‘ent i Salem district as Candacam is one of the

in t};e Cola da yana, the gold coin of the Gangds, was used eveD
¥s in South India.

counl:iﬂt;mzzct);sa:ﬂlage)s sprang into. existence all over the Tamil
ministrative con : -rtsult of growing economic life and for ad-
others Lk themvemence. Placles like Elor, Tholar and many
villages that gr sung by t,he Téevaram hymners of the period aré
among the ei e]W up during this time. Great unity was foun
pastimes aspc . Iﬁ €, who seem to have organised many feasts an
ganised oue hmon gndeavour. It would appear that people 0r-
Antiquities mak unts in common. Mr. Sewell in his Lists of
patti, a village to b ention of an inseription in vattelutu in Oddap-

, 5¢ 10 be scen to this day near the Railway station at

Bommidi, which -
eul oy g
deer-hunt 61 ogises a hero who died in a manvéttai of

1o sh(jzv tl?:'t (tjhtgtére'_:ThOUgh clear evidences are not to be had
of the people, th apgas hdp?d the increase of the cultural level
paid great atte t-ere can be little doubt that the learned Gangds
gots & placs | :11 K;n‘ to the_’education of their subjects. Durvinita
said to bewe it Tipatungd’s Kavirdjamirge and $ri Purusha is
Gajasastre Ny en a learned treatise o the science of elephants,
swarmed the merous are the poets and grammarians, that

court of the Ganga angd Akalanka’s Ashtgdakti, Guna-

with the support and to th
5 e honour of a
Dittokataniror ready Lo refe;e c;hteo(}anga court. Madhava

There can be no doubt that in an atmosphere so charged with '

literary productions of high repute as that of the Gangsis we and

61 212 of 1910,
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Our cylture alse benefited. The great Naladiydr of the Tamils
considered only second to the Tirukural for its wealth of ex-
Perience and fund of truth, was the work of Jain ascetics com-
Posed and collected during the period of the Ganga rule in our
region. In a later period when the Gangés were ruling in Kongu
Probably as the feudatories of the Hoysalas great works were again
composed in that region. Prominent among them were Makathai
of Konguval and Nannil of Bavanandi both of whom were Jains.
The commentary of Adiyarkunallar on the far-famed Epic of the
Anlklet arose at about the same time and from the same region.

Some bistorians would place the author of Nannél in the
Tondaimandalam region on the ground that Sanakapuram men-
tioned as the birth-place of Bavanandi is to be found near Kanchi-
Puram and that an inscription of his patron, Siyagangan, is to be
found in that place. It may be obvious that evidences such as
these cannot be faken to clinch the issue, since no less than four
places with the same name, Sanakadpuram, exist in the Tamil coun-
try 82 and the discovery of a donative record of Siyagangan jin
Kanchipuram cannot testify to the location of his kingdom. Dona-
tions were made to temples then, as now, from distant places with-
out the donor visiting the place. If a record of Siyagangan is
found in Kanchipuram, two other records of his are found at
Valajkidu and Kalahasti in Chittoor district.s

On the other hand, the only evidence speaking to the kingdom
of Siyagangan is to be found in Kongumandalasadakam:

“QOlkd perum Bavanandi

Entrothi upakaritha

Valkivalan Siyagangan

Ninril Kongumandalame.”’~-Stanza, 5.

Sai‘uaképuram of Bavanandi is also mentioned clearly in the same
work as a place in Kurumbunad, one of the 24th divisions of
Kongu:

“Thungappulamai Bavanandi mamuni thénri valar

Kongirkurumbu thanilathinatha Guruvilangu

Mangupolir Sanakdpuramum Kongumandalame.”

Here reference is made to Sanakipuram as the place of the birth
and growth of Bavanandi and mention is also made of his guru

62, See T. A. Gopinatha Rao; Sen Tamil, IV,
63. 432 of 1929; 285 of 1902,

M. 12
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More than all this is the Jain background from which V:i"
have to view Bavanandi and his work. Reference has been madt
to Jain supremacy in Kongu for nearly a period of 600 years aan
the Coimbatore region bears on its face the numerous markf o‘
this long period of Jain influence in the bastis and inscril?tlon‘
referring to donations to Jain temples, particularly in the Vijay®

. . e
mangalam area of Erode Taluk. It is in this region that the villag

. . oy e
Sanakapuram is to he seen; it is from this region again that th

poet Konguvél rose in the XI century, the commentator Adiyar

kunallar in the XII and the Grammarian Bavanandi followed him
in the same century.

Still, the point that I wish o emphasise here is not so much th.e
region from which Bavanandi came as the patron under whom his
Grammar was written. That it came to be written under .the
inspiration of Siyagangan is quite on the cards. His inscriptions
place him in the XII century, to which Bavanandi also is assigned-

More than all this the above mentioned Kongumandala-éad“kam
makes a clear mention of this:

“Gangakurisiluvakka nannalai kaninthy pugal
Thungapulamai Bavanandi "

Mah@mahépadyaya Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer in his edition of the
grammar of Bavanandi makes special reference to the part played
by the Ganga prince in the evolution of this work. He tells US
that to facilitate the knowledge of the Tamil grammar, which was

hard for the common man who tries to understand Tolkappiye™
Siyagangan saw to Naunngl being written.5

Events of Hoyéala history also make it highly probable that i

the XU century Kongu was placed under a Ganga feudatory 91
the Hoys$alds. Those were days of Hoy¢ala advance into the Tami

country when, as an inscription of Vishnuvardhana Hoysala sal/s
they shook the foundations of Kongu reaching as far up as the
Nilgiris$5 and we know t

hat the Ganga general Gangarajah was
the prominent General of the Hoysalas during the period. From
this period onwards we find Hoysila inscriptions appearing 1
larger and larger numbers in the districts of old Kongu~those ©
Coimbatore and Salem—upto atleast the XIII century. The events
connected with Siyagan

gan and Bavanandi must, therefore, be
taken as well authenticated,

64. Nannil (Swaminatha Iyer’s Edn.) Intro, 12,
65. Fleet; Pali and Old Canarese Inscriptions.

Y 91
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the Gangids in the Tamil coun-

; . that the Gangas,
Yy to temple architecture? It is @ little cu:QOEZVS left to us very
Who were gallava contemporaries iln thleesot}hé reason may be that
. hi yie. i1di as
ew heir architectural s le building W
eyremnanttshzivfzi:el engaged and the art ‘g t?nt)ﬁeir rule. What
a ne\x‘r]V eri : South India during the perio ?e from the Nolamba
little w: l;{hlonw of their temples i{; our ;etg;oglias day in the Dharma-
. ; e be
Pallays r ruins are to be se = style are to
Durlia‘;‘;'se'? ndFt:‘f: of the pillars °fft3f ﬁfﬁiﬂ gﬁd ir{ Virupaksha-
d. 1 e
f . allikarjuna tempie OF U ikarjuna temple at
p‘;‘iﬂd ” ﬂ'}‘; M::xlxlilquel architecture of .u.le Maltl:akrél‘;J X century by
Dh:;:lr; puri ionstructed in all pmbablll"ltyb;n is an example of
a = dhiraia-Nolam .
. dradhiraja-Nolan cribed
ge well-known lﬁdil: I’:h(la times. This 1mp°rtar:it rfu lt;re C}Zfiy the
- aa 7] O ’
ina?}?a?ifali\:;rd of the period as the io{get liorwhi‘th was known
G amand la” left his name in Adamankotial, alam—such was
angam:]:dz ays of the Hoysalas as Mahéndramang
even in the da

ion.
his great influence over the reg

What was the contribution of

Conclusion

in the
: of the Gangis was very g.re.at in
In fine, that thic:fﬂ bueerg::nied. It created a new §§151;:ioim:§§
Tamil 00}1 Trt);xactarrlxaturally mixed with our owsijf:;alnaaar found
us—a spiri eriod was over g Ny
cu_lture. Lons aftt(;r thnizr;g;aaid. A Tamil epigi?éhifr(;?glng; dlil
this to her 'advan' %atore district dated in SS. 1 s od
mangalam in Coim 1 officer$® from which it would appeg e
Kannada by Fhe roay;le good use of this spirit and-Kann.at aw
o ni}‘:’ er:r?elsrsf?he popular languages of the Tamil country.
even then

66. 136 of 1916.
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Symbolism—A Psychological Study: By Dr. Padma Agrawal. .
Manovigyan Prakashan, Banaras, 1955. Pp. 342. Price Rs. 10/-.

The conception of the unconscious has a long history and has
been suggested as a plausible theory with a variety of emphasis
and meaning by notable thinkers, among whom may be mentioned
Leibniz, Schopenhauer, Hartmann and Nietzsche. However, it was
given a scientific basis and justification only by Sigmund Freud.
Freud describes the psychic process in its dynamic topographic and
economic relations, of which the dynamic aspect assumes very
great importance in his psychology. He endows ideas with dyna-
mic energy which makes their permanent repression difficult, if
not impossible. The repressed idea never dies but awaits an ex-
pression, like the pent-up steam, all the while increasing its pres-
sure and tension by a complex stewing in its own slimy juice.
These repressed libidinal forces constitute the dark and mysterious
unconscious, which, to Freud, supplies the master-key to dream
analysis, and pathological phenomena to religion and mythology,
art and literature. Freud reduces all our psychic activities to sex,
broadly understood. Art and literature employ symbols that give
a clue to the basic libido. The artist knows “how to elaborate his
day-dream so that they lose that personal note which grates upon.
strange ears and becomes enjoyable to others; he knows, too, how
to modify them sufficiently so that their origin in prohibited sources
is not easily detected,” writes Freud in his “Introductory” Lectures
(pp. 314-315). He drew attention to the resemblances between
religious ritual and the ceremonials of obsessional neurosis. Of
course, dreams were the via regia to Freud. Thus, psycho-analysis
Lises 'fhe.term ‘syr.nbol’ as the author of the volume under review
puts it, in a spec1ﬁc. sense, making it stand for an expression of
those repressed desires <.>f tt?e unconscious which are erotic in
?:ttrlg;syf:ﬁi clil;mﬁiifsm;);h;: is the regx:essive conciliation of the

n the conscious and the unconscious.

The. author holds with Jung against Freud that the psychic
?nler,gy 1s generic, something like the elan wital of Bergson, the
V\tln of Schopenhauer. Jung’s collective unconseig phylé en-
etically acquired with its archetypal images is a tr{::esr sourci of
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The author also holds that the symbols do not have a fixed
meaning, but have a dynamic value. She also maintains that sym-
bolisation often has, besides the sexual import, religious, mord
and social significance. The meaning of the syx;xbol fnay vary in
acc.ordance with the ‘predominant urge of the individual’ (p. 39
Whlch depends on heredity and environment. Religious function
is not .perversion of sexuality. God “is the pattern ;.1&01- the arche-
typal image of the Deity of the unconscious, Every person has ant
unconscious spiritual longing,” (p. 40).

The as . o .
author has taken pains to show, and has succeeded in ity

;ﬁzai:zufifﬂ.ﬂ'llltel‘l’oretation of symbolism in religion, art and
o l: nadequate and too lop-sided to he true, Yet it is 8
activitgsmbo flOl:n ;OW qfarb it 1s true to say that the higher psyChic
Slone ] e n are bound up with the primordial beginnings

whence he gets the sense of morality in religion and the
powers to transform the primitive into the profounc; in art and

literature. It can be said t i

. aid that man is somethin 1-
. - co
lective psyche, id and the libido. & more than (he

P. K. SunbARaM

Speeches of President Rajendra Prasad—The Publications Division:

Min.istry (_)f Information and Broadcasting, Government of
India. Price Rs. 7/8; 15sh. $2.50. pp. 317,

. 'Thls volume contains Dr Rajendra Prasad’s speeches and
wrxtmg§ from January 1950 to May 1952—from the day he was
sworn in as the President of the Republic of India to the day he
was elected President, after the first general elections in 1952. The
sp.eeches cover a wide range of subjects and some of them deai
with the important problems which re-awakened free India has to
f‘ace. We have, here, the President’s thoughtful appraisal of the
life and work of eminent people, like Srinivasa Sastri and Mrs
Eleanor Roosevelt. The President's interest in educational and
cultural matters will be evident to any one who reads his speeches
on—The Public School System, Education and our present needs,

The Mlssmn of Universities, Universities—the Future Saviour, t0
mention a few, ,

Dr Prasac% speaks from his rich and varied experience and the
earnestness with which he speaks is reflected in every line. One

REVIEWS 95

number of passages. But even a few
£ the reader. In his address to the

Joint Meeting of the Inter-University Board of India and the
Executive Council of the Universities of the British Comn}on-
wealth, the President expresses his hope that their “deliberations
will help the universities to recognise that it is they who will be
the leaders of thought and action in the age to come and it is they
who will control and guide the unlimited power and resources that
knowledge has placed in the hands of man.” (p. 208). Addressing
the Indian Academy of Sciences, the President makes an appeal

is tempted to quote a large
will serve to whet the appetite o

which gains in force because of the wise restraint with which he -

expresses himself: “My impression is that science does not take

things for granted, but tries to understand them before it accepts -

them. I suggest that the same may be done before anything is
rejected and that nothing be cast away merely because it is old.”
(p. 302). In the midst of the students of the Doon School at
Dehra Dun, the President says that he feels “any such meeting
with these soldiers of the future comes to me like a breath of fresh
air into the cloistered rooms of office. They appear to me to be a
resurrection—the resurrection of that past when the world was so
new, so fresh and so wonderful to me. But even more than that,
they are to me the promise of the future. Their bright faces reveal
to me the shape of things to come in my country and in the world.
Their youth is an eternally binding promise to me that even after
we, who are now approaching the end of the Scriptural span of
life, have been called away to render an account of our days, the
cause which alone gave substance to our being and significance
and purpose to our lives would continue to be upheld for all time
todcome.’ Here speaks the voice of one of the noblest sons of
India!

* The attractiveness of the volume is enhanced by a n
fine photographs of the President. R

el
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