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> Nagpur Conference Y o,
L\(‘C‘ﬂ Among the many confere \eé*,,&yhi\ch ,,_Q-Qt’fﬁ’t
December calendar, one may be excules £p#/sI

out the All-India Catholic Lay-leader: ce. It
was the first of its kind, well attended (370 delegates),
and also representative of the community: people

' : THE SOC[AL ATT[TU DE from cities and villages, from North, South, East and

AR
-
[~

West with a thin gpringling of foreign observers, with a

few hishops and clerics, a few elders, a few youths and

CYRIL C. CLUMP s.4. the vast majority in full-girthed maturity or in austere

zest, workmen and peasants, professors and profes-

Publ: . sionals, idealists and realists, bearded and clean-shaven,
ublished by : dressed in ancient or modern fashion : a motley crowd

LOYOLA COLLEGE BOOK DEPOT suggestive of India’s complexities.
Essays and speeches at the general meetings or

LOYOLA COL = i i i
. LEGE. in the discussion-groups were uniformly good and in-
5 31. form'ative; some of them will have the fate of ap-
pearing in * Social Action” and none will miss the

Price . Re. 1/- plus postage. fortune of being published in the General Report.
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%Z‘;_(;rj;nfoffprofessionals of.international meetings, the
of talent an(lerffnce was qu}t.e up to a fair standard
gretted tha t}?O(;dWIII. Critics behind the scenes re-
overcrowdeq ed alls were too small, the programme
it was o b 1n1 the Fesolutions too many, etc. that
with pleasui ?chd again and again. They will hear
leaders hag i at an All-India Committee of Lay-
the place a deen formed, though, in all prudence,
fixed nd date of their first meeting are not yet

The Great Question

mo‘b'ill‘?e seneral problem was how to train leaders and
India Z; their gfforts to adjust the community to 1956
801ut{ he various trends were analysed and tentative
I ofns drawn. 'I.n the crisis of her modernisation,
" retureels a pul.l In opposite directions: one implies
effort tn to ancient ways, customs and ideology, an
culty 0 ‘StUdy anew, reexamine and revalue ancient
precirf‘s 2nd philosophies which were given due ap-
ha auon. A‘{Cf’rding to a local wit, it might well
Hiiﬁiﬂ that with a little more men and money, the
would szb:)enf’ of philosophy and types of cultures
seminaries, est preserved in Catholic monasteries and
anCiThe Opposite trend is a flight away from the
Ramint way of life; against one Chela of Shankara,
thous:u&a and.Vjallabha, one could count hundreds or
It was nri s of disciples of Hegel, Comte and Kar]l Marx.
of Sari)i ven a challeng.mg expression in a recent address
versity 2: SKh'arl:/;'nI.)}??kkai to the Visva Bharati Uni-
which g presume; ('ioaz. The doctrine of simple life
& Worship of poyerty neourage high thinking is but
N A

;Y N o

/ Yr S hi)g L}*’,“‘,\:‘

~w..+. At no time in India was
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this preached as an ideal..... Even the Saptarishis,
the supreme examples of renunciation, are described
by Kalidasa as being clothed in gold and wearing
sacred threads of pearls.... The idea that the Hindu
religion supports the doctrine of simple living seems
to me to be wholly untrue.

“In any case this doctrine of poverty is a false
creed. It was no more than a vague escapism in the
days of our national poverty, but today when the
eflorts of the nation are directed towards greater pro-
duction of wealth and its better distribution so that
everyone can have a richer life, this exaltation of
poverty is something anti-social which the good sensz
of our people will, I am convinced, reject absolutely.

East and West
«On what is India's claim to spirituality greater

than the rest of the world based ? Is it on the grounds
that her thinkers in the past devoted themselves to
metaphysical enquiries more than to the better ordering
of society or again on the grounds that greatness in
the world was not measured by worldly achievement
but by spiritual achievement? On either ground, it
appears to me that the claim of India to be more
spiritual than the rest of the world is no more than
a self -deception.

“ Other-worldliness and spiritual life are preached
as much in the Sermon of the Mount as in our sacred
books. If it is claimed that the difference is that the
whole of Europe does not live up to its Christian
ideals and India cherishes spiritual ideals, the argu-
ment is altogether misleading. Nowhere in fact is
materialism so rampant as in India, nowhere has the
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str i
uggle for advantage over others greater hold on

the people . .
people than in India. In fact whatever scripturcs

migh
ght have preached and exceptional individuals prac-

tised, the hold of -
7 - materialism in India h: w
great as in other countries, i India has been as

tualitf vt:;z i}rlilxment In favour of our greater spiri-
those whe, has - we showed honour and respect for
this s equall € gven up worldly advancement, surely
has Onlyqt ly true of t.he peoples of Europe. One
the Christ(i)anooéj{hat the imposing list of the saints in
cipline, to e urch, the practice of spiritual dis-
much ,in hona lse. that such men and women are as
India oo re‘our in the \West as in India.... ‘What
Civilisatifn sen(‘;s today is the emergence of a new
ol ore a\I}1Vh not rr}erfetly the continuation of the
the ma‘;i. ‘n'ant ‘en I‘ndla Is taking giant steps forward,
blind adf&r continuance of unreason, bigotry, and
idea of an ?nce to past notions, bascd on a perverted
each Imaginary past, is a deadly enemy which
one of us has to fight in his own sphere.”

Leaders, Ahead.

Such i ner: .
are f:ccin n; algfneral way is the milée our leaders
of Bombi ’; 1356. But as Dr. H. Mahtab, governor
chip doe y said at thg Utkal Convocation, “ Leader-
QUalitiesS :fmlff(?ﬁﬁsﬁ?”y Imply a large following. The
snilp are effectiv inki il
N ) e thinking,
a(;lcggz\llunicate t?OUght’ taking decisions aftef Ji:i);lllrtxi:
ant matters and trd ‘ )
the decision.” ¢ resolutely giving effect to
May the Catholic leaders ta

stout heart and with Christian ekle their task with a

buoyancy.

A. L.
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T Al India Catholle
ol)ay o[)eac[erd ’ Con/érence

This Conterence, the first of its kind to be so
named, was held in Nagpur between the 14th and
the 18th of December, 1955. It was outstanding in
many respects from previous Conferences in which
both the Clergy and the Laity have participated. For
in this Conference, the Catholic Layman and Laywoman
certainly showed the stuff they were made of and
wore the mantle that has fallen on their shoulders
with facility, grace, and pride. Another reason why
this Conference will leave its mark on the history of
the Catholic Church in India was the deep, under-
lying enthusiasm and the sense of urgency that char-
acterised the attitudes of the various delegates who
had gathered from the furthest corners of India. They
felt that the Conference was a meeting ground where
they could make contacts and work together as a
team for the well-being of the Catholic Community
in India- And since they all belonged to an already
highly organised body that is the Catholic Church,
there was little difficulty for them to meet together
not as a disorganised mass but as distinct diocesan
groups, with divergent yet similar problems, with
various outlooks yet linked together by a common faith
and practice. Like every other Catholic Conferenc:
this Lay Leaders’ Conference was buoyed up by that
Catholic spirit of unity, of Catholicity ; no distinction
of class or caste, no divergence of beliefs, but all one in
Christ, a unity of mind and heart that fanned thei:
enthusiasm to a greater and deeper intensity.
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Publicity

But leaving asi
it Wasuzul:‘eiirfsnfh? ts ltci]e perhaps more important issues,
have received t; ¢ Lay Leaders’ Conference should
Conference th: e publicity it aroused. The Press
Conference w d.t was summoned on the eve of the
the reporters a8 \Weu att.ended and it was obvious that
aspects of the gtrfe) intrigued by the possible political
being Nagpur ion &rence' The venue ol the Conferencs:
has had to f n Madnya .PradGSh, where the church
to be this sUsane. severe difficulties, there was bounl
got together tplc(;on that the Catholic Community had
ever it was StI(‘) (:)l something about the matter. How-
the Convenersong"y emphasised by the Organiscrs and
political get tog (:,}11 the Conference that this was no
Laity to see h§ N }?r’ but rather a mecting of Catholic
the economic ::1(; ey could play their role in the civic,
and do their bit f the cultural life of modern tIndia,
But for this pur or the country’s uplift and progress.
programme bsgeldpose, they .h,a d first to chalk out a
of the Churchl to Onhjche spiritual and social doctrine
were already con which they belonged because they
to guide them winced that without such principles
though the press represenmuginn nb In YA And
completely convinced of wif:‘:eih?yaywz?z }tl(:)l;;e bte e.n
, it s

a fact that the C
! onference .
over the country and ma;c aroused deep interest all

the Tnaugural Address and
place in their pages.

y of the daily papers gave
the resolutions a prominent

Quality and Temper

Besides
reasons, the él;i}; welcome publicity for extraneous
erence was outstanding in the quality
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and the temper of its lay delegates. Not all of them
were old retired gentlefolk, who had gathered there
to encourage the younger generation. On the contrary
there were quite a few young men and women of
every walk of life, students, trade unionists, lawyers,
commercial agents, clerks, doctors, bankers, personnel
officers, and others belonging to various grades of
management, business, the professions, peasants and
landowners from Chota Nagpur and Malabar. Many
of them belonged to various associations like the Legion
of Mary, the Sodality, the Young Christian Workers,
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and other Catholic
associations for lay people. Many of them were leaders
in their own right. And though on the whole they
represented but a Cross section of the Catholic popu-
lation in India, one could feel in them and through
them the rich variety of talent and vigour and that
sense of loyalty to the Church that marks out com-
munities with centuries of Catholicism at their backs.
Here was no feeble and timid stretching out of youth-
ful arms towards its prized possessions, but the strong
vigorous grasp of an adult profoundly aware of his
heritage and eager to enjoy its fruits to the full.

General Siatement

Most of the papers read at the Conference dis-
cussed the place and the role of the Catholic Laity
in modern India after seven years of Independence.
Their most pregnant ideas were summed up in the
General Statement read out on the last day of the
Conference. This statement explained the purpose of
the Conference as the meeting ground for Catholic
Lay Leaders to study and evolve solutions for the
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oblems {acing

time in th;l(.;l:é.;hthe Catholic Co]nmuni[y at the prcsem
teaching. [t om }:)'ff‘he Church’s spiritual and social
in the new set-up dsflsed the civie duties of Catholics
Community ig j e 1.:he ,Coun“‘y, where the Catholic
the minomue;g 2 A minority, but where the rights of
tution. Tt sh;)W ‘d;/le been guaranteed by the Consti-
as a distinet w:ietow though the idea of the Churcit
of India, thev‘ hav yf f}as been accepted by the rulers
in moultling‘the sf) _.a;led_ t_o grasp her significant role
of the pesples amo];lii . civic and cultural institutions
the lay leader t f,{) whom She lives. It encouraged
ment and emer reo dpg the challenge of his environ-
so far by a m{; out of the * ghetto mentality ° adopte:d

- Jority of Catholics
publicise the rich tre )
doctrine such as the

: It urges him 1o
G.Snl.;lre of Catholic principle and
inherent dignitv of - ,
person s i gnity of the human
up th;e ﬂ;:u?nctxty of marriage and tllle home, to take
y of Indian literature and art so 23

to enrich th .
em and make the Catholic spirit pervade

every av )

Withya ?rillusp;ndl :ispce:ct of Indian culture. It closes
eal to Catholi N '

to | serve their motherlang arclcsl t&}?: dicate themselves

activity calculated to raise th

the people. ’

a hand in every
e standard of living of

The Contributions

One was struck b

N y the high st: e
of th s gh standard a alits
ali ofet}fontubuhons at the Conference g\gih;llu“n{
em came up to the ex . e no

i . eclations of ritic

f;?hlezce, most of them were pwell lr‘);:aigida c%t <
e a : " :
Archb‘ilsahz“; \Zfa;thebmaugural address by the Cardgla;
of the Archbish o It emphasised, like the sermon
op of Bangalcre, the claim of the Church
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to be a perfect society, and the double loyalty of the
Catholic to both the Church and the State. Loyalty
to the Church does not exclude or weaken loyalty to
the State. It rather strengthens civic and political
loyalty because the Church imposes such loyalty in
the name of God Himself. But the inaugural address
went on 1o describe the present position of the Catho-
lic Community in India and the opportunities for the
lay apostle in serving Church and country for the
well-being of both. It was the penury of priests that
made the lay apostolate not a luxury for the few
but & necessity for all, said His Eminence.

Among the other highlights of the Conference
rould e mentioned the speeches of Mr. Ruthnasamy
and of Mr. Eric D'Costa. Mr. Ruthnasamy showed
how in India the lay apostle is not only a necessity
but an urgency, because of the paucity of priests to
attend to the needs of the five million Catholics. He
pointed out the vast field for the lay apostle to in-
{luence and christianise, the political, the civic, the
social, the economic and the cultural. He pleaded for
an organisation with full-time, fully-paid staff to
organise and carry on the activities of the lay apos-
tolate. Mr. Eric D’Costa of the Eastern Economist
was critical of the neutralist policies of the Govern-
ment, and urged Catholics to seek to raise the standard
of living of the community by taking to industry and
business. The intellectual preparation for the lay
apostolate, said Fr. Extross, should be suited to modern
needs, for which purpose a new apologetic for the
layman should be prepared. On the other hand, said
Fr. Lallemand, the clergy should give the laity many
more opportunities for self-reliance and personal res-
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ponsibility  than prevailed today.  Both
Owers and Correia-A ‘
in the Church
his own Hfe
the Christian
existence.

Professors
lonso deseribed the layman’s plact
and how through the transfiguration ol
and through hic words he should carry
message into every sphere of rational
The Catholic conirih
theme thay arouse
conlroveray,
out

ution to Indiu’s culture was
wonderment, satisfuction and
Wy%iile Mr. G. X. Francis tried to trace
Incli;}"res}:‘cﬁﬁ ‘}‘111:3)-?&'1.11 iHH'u(?nc(_-.nf Cln'jsti‘:mity. o
personal Cxper;cr‘u:z u(liz‘l'i”ll\lqll:; hl\ili-wt[l‘ ﬁpcilkm'{; 11‘“,1‘”.
’ , chte roaudicnee with hen
Il}m):cdutcf of vhow the Cathotic laywoman could win
ety © :.,)len,'su]l treasured in the Indian tra.(“‘
)JL. which are now expesed 1o the destroying
Lreaih of a materialistie spirit that is quickly spreading
Un‘r)uqho_ui, the country,  Byy should not the Indian
Catholic be ag iinmersed in the tr
dance, painting and eyl ,
manner of speoeci
Shoul

as to

a

aditional music, sony.
pture, modes of druss and
: 1 as the rest of
d he not shed hig Weste
identifv himsel{ comple
brethren ang take his full

his  ¢countrymen?
m ways of living st
tely with his Indian
share j volving  anc
moulding India’s cultural tradition(s "m'l‘:)wt)}?clx‘l()\h( u](n:i—
tio‘ns there could be but one answer z-md that a‘ Jcéid;d
affirmative, said My, Sounderaraj of Madras. |
Finally, Professor Srinivag
of the eferng] vigilance
tempting tq safeguard ity
Mr. I Coutinho described
and international centres t
the training

an warned his audience
required of a mincrity at-
vights and liberties, while
the personal, institutional

hat should be erected for
of the lay apostles,

[
(13
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Resolutions 7 1
Gathered at Nagpur, the Conference was perturbec

by the unhealthy situation facing the Cath'ol.ics in, thc
p'l"actice and the propagation of their' religious 1axt'n
in those parts, and the increasingly mf.ﬁcul.t economzf
and social conditions of the Community in the I‘ea.f
of the country. The delegates felt grateful t<.) Panoh?
Nehru for his unequivocal stand on the rights ()Lp
rodigious minoritics, but they re.quested‘thg rulerfa: QI
lhculand not to discriminate against Cathths belong-
ing t¢ the Scheduled. Back‘\yard and Tribal .peop}e?
merely because of their religion. The:y }111311}1110\15&
and c‘mhusiasticaily encouraged the eﬁ‘qrus of Mr. G.
X. Francis, the Editor of the ‘Enquiry , a'nd eagerly
ascisted him with share capital for a private press
of his own. There was a genera] feeling among the
delevates that not enough use was being ma(ile of thc
press for publicising the Christian message in all its
various aspeets. It was therclore decided that the
“ Enquiry should receive wider supp'ort qnd ellﬂarge‘ltis
coverage to include problems and situations in which
Catholics all over the country are involved. A (?entral
Committee for the Lay Apostolate was formed with Mr.
Rutlmasamy as President. Catholics were ﬁnaH},/. en-
couraged to prepare themselves to Play a more 51g1'1":-
ficant part in the civic, economic, social ctxnd cultural lng
of the country, and the services of fullt1mg lay apostles
were considered greatly desirable for this purpose.

Social Conference .

Two years of experience in the field of social work,l
on parish and diocesan levels stood the delegates (ff
this Conference in good stead, and rendered their parti-
cipation all the more effective. Catholic social work
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1s slowly coming of age -
gpostolate has certainly ,b
n the schoolg our sttide
Catholic, are being

the interest in this type of
ecn aroused and especially
. nts, both Catholic and non-
Imbued with the social spirit in
vy by the training they receive in
' he(?reti(ral and practical. They are
o put 1 hamilscoaswiltth tf’l.c s;ocin] pmblcm and nunlq
solution. This was z;b W'UO ; "‘C}“O."O R
of the varigus rehsi 'Lmdarjtly clear from the reports
Work readir%ronial Directars 0.1' Catholic Social
most inton e g(f‘. (-)f the .i'oports formed one of the
it gave the defe;-lisf‘l(l}‘s; 91 ‘.ho Conference, becaus?
e it :c(,b an inkling of the amount and
spenons T 0L ;)(,)(ild] work turned cut hy Catholic
unknown or js Ly ql'awbi_‘ck Is that most of it i3
or js often taken for granted.

a pmctical, vivid wa
social service both t
brought face to I

But besides thj
sesides this ace : . .
this account of Catholic social work,

re examined and dis-
principle. The com-
¢ should be in India

Severg } i
several urgent soeial issues e

cussec_i in the light of Catholic
giultauop of what the living wag
was a disputed quest sai Vi
a sav1pg wage, and that it izaried wit
p.revaxlmg In different parts of
rights and duties of the empiov»
NII.‘. Rasquinha ; were to be o
[j;il&clg;ese\;g tl(;nll}:ed natural rights 10 be exercisel
b an the ° e co@mon Hood.  The relationshin
wo parties, Usually expressed in the

wage -
o C:)ntizztrdCt; was to be so moulded as to result in
could wor 1:ftp;lrl:,}lrllershlp S0 that labour and Capif«]
ogeiner gag a t | - e
toward ; @ team of e N
4s their own mutual benefit andqllta;lle parimers
common

amily wage and
h the conditions
the country. The
r and employce sai‘l
Soverned by the same
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good. Indeed it was the duty of each Catholic, said
Dr. Rao, whether workman, manager, supervisor,
doctor, lawyer, nurse, housewife to set up professional
standards in their own special profession.

There was a general need expressed for a thorough-
going parochial, diocesan and regional set-up for sociai
work. Fr. Mata described the social organisation of
the parish. A central secretariat was also thought
necessary to co-ordinate activities of the various groups
and provide them with the necessary guidance and
inspiration and even training. The question of training
of Catholic sociai workers, both voluntary and pro-
fessional. and the scope of Catholic social work was
examined ex professo by Dr. W. Adiseshiah, Professor
of Psychology, in the Delhi School of Social Work.
Training was advocated especially for members of
associations like the Legion of Mary and St. Vincent
de Paul Societies and the Sodalitics and the inmates
of social work institutions like charitable dispensaries.
hospitals, orphanages, etc. run by Catholic agencies.

Finally, co-operation of Catholics with the great
movemenis of rural uplift like Community Develop-
ment and the Co-operative Movement and with re-
cognised bodies of social workers like the Bharat Sevak
Samaj and the Indian Conference of Social Work was
strongly emphasised by Mr. Thomas, Mr. J. C. Ryan
and Mr. Pylee respectively. Marks Town on the model
of the famous Boys Town of the United States was
cited as an example of the results co-operation in public
social work can yield. It was pointed out that the
Catholic social worker possesses a marvellous spirit
of sympathy and sacrifice and devotedness to the poor
and the outcaste of society which is hard to find else-
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where. An e o
and PI‘OICSS?O;STsl(f(‘i(fil‘ureat asset even for the trained
Summing up 0n<e ivox‘k(xr,

is & growing av’varen;il.n definitely assert that there
thelr social duties an(ihb. among Indian Catholics of
sense of solidarity f‘thdeelje}‘ realisation of therr
Catholic and “‘m—‘(‘qum- their ncighbours, both
which this implics. qwl;()hc’ and the responsibilitics
papers were much‘ mo‘ ,m ‘d\‘S&:USSi()nS on the various
there was a clear-cut cIe ‘Splrmﬂ and to the point;
was needed for an inCr;“:*CJO.Usnc.ss of precisely what
same time the deficien “:g ’()1 sucial work, But at the
of this urgent sense ();‘%b and especially the absence
t-o satisfy social needg wrcft least secking for a means
for the lack of such a as deeply deplored. The blame
the respective auth()rit~necessar}’ attitude wag laid on
subjects.  On the othel_csl and on the apathy of thew
:x'ia‘mised effort, based1 ozxarlc(i{e;t- Wats recognised thot
chieved and theref o St objectives to be
of the existing COni?;{;Zi:Zg‘{”‘“g a deep knowicdoe
was absolutely essentiall , social, economic and cultural

In conclusi

Conference wassoai]’regzleati?r?i Skilyhthat the Sas
to their . ) 0 both the delegates ans
played tfwiSth:;ﬁ The Catholic Laity dbi;t;r:ttlt; ?J];s[
reason for dispelljnlt- was made of and gave cvcrl‘/
the tenacity of thg any doubt as to the strength and
of the Indian C ¢ Faith in the minds and hearts
the Church il?In;‘thOhC Laity. ~ With such a ]If::llt5
But much still dla need have no fear for the 'futur;
leader respond epends on how the Catholic 1'1.

ponds to the call of the apostolate an§

brepares himse
to bear. If to shoulder the burden he is called

A. Fonseca
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M/or/c[ C]on/%icf

The present conflict, whether it be called *cold
war’ or ‘hot peace ' is more universal than what
were called © world wars’ ; it is usually associated with
the names of the U.S. A. and the U.S.S.R.; it has
reached every literate in all counries and is of deep
interest to the common man under all latitudes. It is
a duel at which no man can assist without feeling the
tension at the deepest depths of his soul. Never before
dick history present a conflict sO universal and so crucial.
Were it to break out into violence, the war would be
reientless and desperate. The conflict is partly due
1o the rivalry of two great nations which at about
‘he same time reached the peak of their development
and which are the only ones of sufficiently gigantic
dimensions and strength to  face world-problems.
Throughout the discussions, and parleys about econo-
mic co-operation, political cmancipation, international
peace, at the U.N.O. Bandung or Geneva, a choice
of ideolcgies dominates arguments and decisions, 2
oice centercd on different views ol man. In one
with bedy and soul, with a
non-transferable destiny and inescapable responstibility,
with needs and interests not reducible to mere matter;
man is conceived as prior and superior to the com-
munity, reaching lfor a goal beyond and above mundane
pursuits and achievements. In the alternative view,
mass is visualized as made of, and encompassed within
matter, with a nature, 2 culture, a civilisation in-
exorably conditioned and ultimately determined by
sthe mode of economic production; intellectual pur-

ch
view, man Is figured out
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Suj'tsy S il‘] < .
of Whl;zlt uil:l ZZﬁOOk’ social system, in fact the whole
supposedy évolvmlﬁdoutthef t}SOCiaI superstructure s
duction an : b Of the system of wealth pro-
ture ; the i(:ldcizxi];u,mpu”n’ which is called inl‘rastfuc-
servient to, and aubd‘l, tbhe }?el‘son iIs posterior and sub-
which he 1s el sorbed into, the economic group of
¥ 2 part, a unit within the ﬁmgg

On the other h: -
fuller understandigind’- I full facts are stated and a
for, one may say {;'t(})i Ehk‘ World conflict is sought
ideas and ideals js 1,? e Blg(’(‘) that the clash of
conerete embodil ‘ ‘uyStauIZCd‘ round one of thdir
nents, namely, the structure of society

What are th
B 08 ifl
those i e different structures .
se warring ideals ? €s which embody

The Sovie{ Structyre

When puat in sim

q; le ter
slight enough unlesg ple terms, the opposition appears

ia”d implications, 1t xiypzys altention to its contents
has abolished - Y be put thus: Sovie
to sell : thtcllj LseAdeldual right o u:(c){\alittillc{zu;i;
’ s L, : . N Tialkl (o

That is all b - Is bent on maintainine o
. but that is much hing that right

In the USSR, and the s

her satellites
is no :'ogl:tlebfoind Partnol~s to a variable extent, there
vidual ownershi brivate “enterprise, thepe is no in(lii
lation has il‘w;;idoi the means of pTUducti(;n_ I,egr;-
private capital a dat?d all direct contract betweeﬁ
mental poino(thens Sfllaned labour. On that funda-
the beginmnbg of thowe't State became adamant since
£ e Five-Year Plang By law tshm.ﬁ

is and there may
T ¥ not be any privately salaried worker:

. .
1) Action Populaire, Se

ame .
¢ Mmay he said about

pt. 1953,
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the only wage-earners are employees of the collecti-

vity ; even those who are personal servants are state

employees.
It is hardly worthwhile mentioning that there is
nsumption goods ; Marxists,

legal ownership of co
Leninists or Stalinists never talked of suppressing that

type of private ownership. On the other hand the
question may be asked about private ownership of
certain means of production. In fact it does persist
to a certain extent, and this undeniable fact rankles
deep in Communist hearts. Though Stalin has been
at pains to explain that the exceptions were not
agains{ pure Marxism, all his arguing was a confused
piece of undiluted sophistry.

The main exception is the kolkhoze property, &
type of private cooperative property. It does mnot
imply full ownership of the land (since all land has
seen absolutely nationalised.) The land is however
secured to the farms free of charge and in perpetuity.
Nor is it private ownership of the machinery, which
belongs to the State. But the kolkhoze group owns in
its name some of the equipment and the produce of
the farm. When that part of the produce, which the
State requisitions at prices favourable to itself, has
been surrendered, the remainder may be distributed
between the kolkhoze members or sold on the market
at ‘prices which are fexible between margins fixed
by the Five Year Plans. The exception is a small one,
but on principle it is enormous. In a like manner,
marketing is not free; the produce the kolkhoze is
allowed to sell must be sold at prices fixed by the
Government, but the amount available for sale is not
fixed nor is the amount that can be bought ; at any
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;ii(e)ui(z 11h1.s sl.nce the ration-decontrol. The oniy
amount jv 1c.h 1s. not submitted to state regulations

! p.rlva‘te member of the kolkhoze can spare
on.hls restricted personal cultiv ¥
prices are not fixed but on]
trolled.

ation ; for this produce
Y supervised and con-

visatilgr?e;i’cfrllx(inl}hls 1S & second exception to collecti-
“every ’househ 1{3-t0 Art. 7 of the 1936 Constitution,
its basic e ol In a collective farm, in addition to
enterprise harsnef frgm the common collective farm-
household jand or s personal use a small plot of
sidiary husbang and, as its personal property, a sub-
stock, poult 'y on .the plot, a dwelling house, live-
o ac,cé)rdu ry an‘d minor agricultural implements -—
(Art. 5 iiltlﬁe 1wx’th the.rules of the artel”., Again
individuai pezqaa\;\" Permlts small private economy of
own labour a CT s and héndlcraﬁsmen based on their
labour of nthe?n-prec,ludmg the exploitation of the
ownership of in? ~ Finally Art. 10 sanctions private
houses and sub;o'nTLS and savings from work, dwelling
domestic econom(;'ld?rldholjrsle emelrpriZes, in articles of
v @ e, an iecloe of .
use and convenience as well ag tir;liliers})tOitopiifér;?i
personal property. These include St g
ment bonds and the like.
tions, private enterprize an
abolished
colonijes,

: alin prizes, govern-
Barring such small excep-
in Soviet Ru d free marketing have been

Ssia and her satellites an:l

The U. S. A. Structure |

caueI(I; contrast, the western democracies as they are

ed iand note that Japan is so much to the Far
s to be close to the Far West) do maintain private
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enterprize and free marketing as a basic postulate of
their economy, this in spite of all planning, in spite
of the gradual increase in state control and inter-
ference. Tt is vound this economic basis that we have
the practical opposition between democratic and com-
munist countries, between private capitalism and stafe
capitalism, Russia is still at the stage of state capitalism,
however much Mr. Molotov may have been rebuked
for denying that Communism had not yet been initiated
in Sovietland. What communism will be, is anybody’s
guress.

‘Why do democratic countries keep to private enter-
prize and Eastern Europe take to state collectivism ?
It will not do to argue that West Europe and America
were dominated by the Western school of economic
liberalism and East Europe by an Eastern school of
thought. Marxism itself is a school of | western
thought ; moreover one does not fancy that hard-
headed western businessmen who have little regard
{or theories did build up and follow a philosophy. Noxr
is it satisfactory to argue that a liberal doctrine is
more suitable to the Anglo-Saxon genius, and collecti-
vism to the Slave mentality. This reminds one that a few
years ago, plenty of ink and spittle was wasted to
prove that communism could never be established in
China because of the people’s mentality, and that now
an egual amount is spent to prove that Communism is
most particularly suited to the Chinese soul. The genius
of a nation is so delicate to analyse that it cannot
be handled without consummate dexterity. On the

other hand is there not something more definite and

tangible than a theory or a national culture to explain
the different choices of a social structure ? Are there
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not 2 set of geographical and historical factors which,
at any rate partly, condition and favour a given choice?

Historical Factors

By way of approach, let us along with Fr. Bigo,
study two extreme cases: the US A and Siberia.

- USA conditions admirably suited private enter-
sze. The wealth of ihe soil, and subsoil offered
ploneers an ideal field for private enterprize : gold.
9031» oil, ete, invited the successive rushes for new
fields of endcavour. In the course of development.
there was a good deal of waste in men and equipment,
and at ‘present efforts are made to work out what
was at first given up as unprofitable. But in the
beglnning conditions of exploitation were most attrac-
tive 1o bold entrepreneurs.  In course of time, the
need was felt of combining various undertakings OF
enl.arging the scale of production, so much so that
legislation was passed to set limits to individual con-
cerns and to prevent trusts and monopolies ; bul even
so. tbere was never question of doubting the basic
principle of private initiative and responsibility. Hence
We can witness in the USA gigantic industrial
byramids, which owing to their unity in command ant
I profits, dominate the business iandscapc and are
found suitable to all possible types of modern organi -
sation.

On the other hand, even in that land of private
undertaking and free marketing, but for reasons whicn
were largely political as well as cconomic, some pro-
Je.c.ts called for a direct intervention of public autho-
rities, the best known instance heing the Tenessee
Valley scheme, Nor should we igx\();e that, besides
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legislative and executive controls (taxation, tariffs,
interstate commerce regulations, etc.), the government
of the USA is a large-scale entrepreneur and a com-
petitor in the national economy. There 1s goyernmgnt
competiticn in “air lines, bakeries, cemeterl'es,. ship-
building and operating, warehouse operating, etci.
Some years ago, the Federal Reserve Board’ stitel(1
that government corporations and credlfc agencies hell
a tutél of 2.6 billion dollars invested in governmenf
sceuritics, that they owned over 1.3 bﬂ.hon dollars
worth of ,commodities, supplies and materials, as_w.ell
as land, buildings and eguipment valued at 3.2 bllllor;
dollars and 936 million dollars in ca§h. The Federa
Reserve Board also noted that the national governmen}:
was “the largest electric power producer, th;: lgrgte}i
insurer, the largest lender, the largest landlor , the
largest tenant, the largest holder of timber and graz %
land, the largest owner of grain, the Iargest1 w:er;'
house operator, the largest ship-owner, ‘theI arg 1;1
truck-fleet operator " (Social Order, May 1954.). ;IW(u:m
be unreal to ignore that in the USA, and.posm ys f
more in other democracies, there is a fair arpoul?l‘i ;)
collective ownership, and that this amount 15 }1 e};
to increase with the increase in the complexities o
modern economy. .

Yet in spite of all public assistance and. inter-
ference which challenges the axiom of ec.onor'mc libe-
ralism, the USA retains an economy which 1s ess‘en.-
tially based on private ownership gnd. unc}ertakmg,
with a gradually fairer and fairer distribution of in-
come and wealth.

On the other hand, let us consider the case of
Siberia, an immense stretch of land' full of mineral
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The State was the only pione
capital owner, that could undert

ahead ; thus Russia had to pass,
from the artisan sho

er available, the only
ake the immense tasic
suddenly as it were,
D to the Combinat, Soviet leaders
did not hesitate ; dictatorship over the proletarial
appeared the most efficient approach to solve the prob-
fem of getling rich and powerful as carly as possible
and the plan was moreover all-of-a-go with their philo-
scphical principles. State capitalism and government
dictatorship were decided on, with ruhless e
and remorsless obstinacy.
deniable, and 1)

fiiciency
The achievements are un-
1e cost in human values Incaleulable.

Tempiation

Here one may pause and reflect that similar
dreams and similar methods come up to the mind of
peoples in countries that are underdeveloped. Take
independent India.  Her territory is fairly adequate,
though iather relatively small, and her population
sufficiently large for her to become a first class power.
But her economic organisation on a modern scale was
evidently beyond the reach of her handicraft and small-
scale indusiries. Her government had eliberately
renounced the Gandhian ideal of a village economy
with its austere simplicity and nursed the ambition
of making India into 5 powerful nation whose voice
would count in the assizes of the world. What a temp-
tation for adopting state capitalism or collectivism !
Yet Indian leaders resisted the temptation, whatever
may have beer done by government to activate popular
initiative and contrgy development. India is firmly
resolved 1o eschew dictatorship and collectivism, and
to stand by the traditional principles of democracv.
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On Definitions

Perhaps, it
definitions > may be usefu . .
that hauy s ooctal work, thOlegt}? consider one or 1
in his Social ‘};‘;WO definitions agree. NE}AS{ remember
various resourceosTk{ says, it is * the ar't .le:.) S'tm'up
community needs bO bear on individual Or ]
method of helpin y the application of grotip an]
1). E. B Reutheg PQOPle to help themsol a fClentlﬁc
us, “Social workr im his Handbook on SeOv?Si S
justments in ing; ‘s an attempt to meditcm ogy tells
social order, there\gduals and groups in tite the ad-
misery and incre: Y reducing the amo e existing
(page 22). Othasmg personal and so unt of human
bo & reie ot Sr definitions conside cial 'efﬁcmncy ”
other qer: reh?bilitatjng e .r social work to
lons counsider it to bé riduals” and st

engineeriy] ’
ng "~ and “social uplift » a type of “social

\% W A y e W] lole i

of social
w
ork would seem to imply th
o uplift of

Social Work — The mental rehabilitat
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the destitute by furnishing them with all they need
to live a sound and healthy social Jife. That is to
say, it is an attempt to restore the individual to his
or her rightful place in human society. Hence it would
seem to be something more than mere temporal relief
of those in distress. Indeed it is of not much use
helping the pauper o continue in his state of pauperism!
He must be helped to rise above this miserable con-
dition and become & useful member of society. It
should be clear, therefor® that social work cannot
stop at merely doling out food and clothing. Some-

thing more is needed.
jon of the well-off.

seen above social work relies on
and “means” to accomplish its
usly, therefore, these resources
ho are endowed with them —
ons of the community. And
per that by « resources”

1th, but also, the riches
1 work

. Now, as we have
various resources
end and purpose: Obvio
must come from those W
from the better-off sectl
here it is jmportant to remem
is meant not only material wea
of the mind and natural dispositions. Socia
depends on this type of “wealth » to achieve its end.
Tt follows. therefore, that social work implies, first of
all, a mental rehabilitation of the wealthy. OF put
in other words, a realisation 0on the part of the wealthy
of their social responsibility and obligation. It is these
people, whether they be owners of big business, pro-
fessional people, administrators or landlords who must
be called to a careful discharge of their social duties.

Apart from the fact, that every individual is bound

by his social obligations, is 1t sot a sad truth that
many of our present day social problems derive from
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the action, conscious OF ungmscious, of‘ th(hwcilltzlt
members of society ? There is the la'ndlm d w‘ 0 'C;ot(/r;
rents of Rs. 3, 5 or 6 from the mtscrgéie.sfittll’;m.‘.
living in their tin and mud shacks on hflb‘ 'v\m.s i:e;.,bl,l
Does/he over bother to find out how tl’ﬁ‘sc'm: c
Is he concerned that their lives are a
mon of unemploy-

against the de iy

ment, discase, illiteracy and dgspair 7 'T%ic{{),'jb :VI;::-
that mighty textile concern which pays jtbjA( a;EAR ,“H
earners the lordly sum of TWO PI}LE) ‘ 1'“:';
increment on their basic wage 2 A simple C‘i]f,i c:,v(c,-
will prove to you that it will take such wo;{sc ) ﬂ,g o
sizty years to draw a daily wage of even ~ ‘ﬂ“q .'w‘\
And we know that in this couptry, the norma f{m
of life of the working class 1s ZlbOL.lt .twenty—‘s v
Let us remember that all this 1s nat fiction.

people live ?
continual struggle

years !
These are facts.

Let us be clear, it is the wealthy of thjs type wh:;
need mental rehabilitation, and it is the first duty o

social work to bring this about. Such peoplc shotulj
be shown huw they should, at loast,‘act with ‘;u‘:‘l'i(:
towards their fellowmen ! Of course, in most cr)gr.x' Ilf,\b
these obligations are brought within a lc‘qal‘i.ldm ‘-
What are our Factory Acts and the Minimum

about more respect

That which thesc

WOrK. ’ At
Wage Act if not a means to bring
' > . . . . ‘)
for the demands of social justice = ch thes
wealthy people refuse to do out of a sense of.cu v b
- G v . . ] . ‘L‘("b
torced upon them by the rigour of the taw. Ol“(()UIIS
one is so nhaive as to believe that such legislation
ne » ‘ i 1 i ST e BaTO e IRE
will establish a regime of social justice! Hgmc, the
is still need, and urvent need, for the social worke:
is . ¢

to bring about a mental rehabilitation amonyg the more
O .

wealthy sections of the community.
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As we have seen this mental rehabilitation con-
cerns not only the use of one's wealth, but also the
use of onc's intellectual, moral and physical abilities,
How many of us who arc gifted are ready to share this
“wealth” with our needy brothers? How many
of us are ready to use the powers of our mind and
body so that those less gifted may also increase
their intellectual and physicel stature. If  sociai
work Is Lo succeed ‘at all, surely it demands
the zeal and devotion of those who are prepared 1o
sacrifice their own pleasures and, may be interests, so
as to work for the poor and destitute ? In fact, yon
will often find people who are ready to part with
their material wealth for the succour of the needy,
but will never give up their time to bring to these
unfortunates the touch of personal human kindness.
That this task of the mental rehabilitation of the
wealthy is not easy no one will deny. But then, it i3
useless to pretend that social work can accomplish any-
thing lasiing and secure unless this fask is under-
taken. “ Empty your pockets and your consciences”
said Abbe Pierre while awakening the conscience
of wealthy Parisians for his rag-pickers. Perhaps,
this humble priest would be the first to deny
that he was a “scientific™ or “ professional” social
worker, but he produced results because he knew,
from hard experience, that social work is mean-
ingless unless it helps bring ihe more fortunate mem-
bers of scciety to the rescue of their unfortunate
brothers.
Social Work — the material retabilitation of the destitute
There is a widespread and perhaps, incorrect idea
that social work consists merelv in doling out food
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and clothing to the destitutes of society.
one who has some “ gift” to be made

of our society are led to believe that the
in social work !

And so, every-
to the misfits
Y are engaged
While such assistance Is, indeed, es-
sential for the well-being of the down-
of saciety, it does not g0 dee
social ills.

and-out members
p cnough to eradicate
In fact, such activity tends 1o fall short of

the true end and purpuose of social work.

If we re-
memb

er that social work, properly so called, aims at
the complete uplift and rehabilitation of the destitute
members of our society, and not at keeping them in
their condition of pauperism, then it is not hard to
understand that the continual giving of material aid
without any further interest in these people, would
tend both to keeping them in their miserahle condition
and making of them lifelong mendicants. There is
nothing more damaging to human respect than when
the individual resigns himself to begging alms; and
once the begging metality is established, it needs a
long hard struggle before the individual re-establishes

his self-respect and determines to help himself.

‘There is no one who would doubt the zeal, devotion
and self-sacrifice shown by so many so called social
workers, social organisations and social leagues when
they undertake the cleaning of village roads, draing
and tanks. But here again, this assistance to the village
people does not go far enough, if the village people

are not associated with thig work, and made 1o re

alise
that they must e

arry on the good work now starte!.
As one kindly farmer put it: “When the cleaning
sguad returns 1o the college, everything re

turns to its
former dirty condition!”
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Hence the material rehabilitation of the destitute
can never be an end in itsell. 1t is necessary ol course,
precisely because man must have a minimum of mgte-
rial well-being before his superior faculties can go into
action. And this is one of the serious difficulties mei
with in social work. How far and in what manner
must this material rehabilitation be undertaken with-
out “spoling” the individual and sinking him deeper
in destitution 7

Social Work — the mental rehabilitation of the destitute .

The answer to the above question is that the
material rehabilitation of the unfortunate members'of
society must, at the same time, be - ac.compamed
by their mental rehabilitation. That this is 'not easy
no one will deny ; that it is essential all will agreec.
In fact, it is a common experience of all social workers
that the destitute have built up certain attitudes'anri
patterns of conduct suited to their miserable Cf)nditlons,
and therefore, if these conditions are to be m}prove(.l,
there must at the same time be a change in their
attitudes and patterns of behaviour.

While it is true that many a social problem is the
outcome of injustice and lack of charity on t‘he.part
of the better off members of the community, it is r'1:>
less true that such problems are the result of cexjtal:x
habits and ways of living of the less fortun_ate 1nd1-
viduals. Thus, while unemloyment is a serious evil,
the “unemployment mentality” which results {romn
the condition of being wunemployed is still more
serious ! It is a common place that a man who has
been long unemployed soon begins to suffer from
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frustralion and loses all interest in work. Then, again,
slums are had enough, but the “glum mentality 7 g
a st} greater evile  And Perhaps the worst sufferer
of this mentality are the children ! Whe is the sociaf
worker whg has not met thig mentality among the
little ones of our slums ?  Denieg cvery satisfaction
from their eartiest vears, they build up defensive go.
tHudes and take to every anti-social viee !

This is why

modern social work seeks the
such scienceg

ard of
as psychology, pathology. bsychiatry an-
socia} medicine when treating social maladjustments,
This is why again, no social worker tooks for shor:-
term results, It wip take fifty years’
Social Organizer in g Community Development Bloek,
" before these people learn and are willing to change
their old way of life!”  And that may be said of
social work whether in rural or urban arcas.
the urgency of the problem ang
WOrk here and now,
bers of society may
contribution tu ma)
kind.

"said a zealons

Henee,
the demang to stact
50 that these unfortunate mem-
realise that they also

have 1
¢ towards the welfare

of man-

In caficlusion, therefore, it may be stated thui
Social Work implies a threefold aclion : the mentai
rehabibitation of the well-off ; the material rehabili-
tation of the needy, and the mentaj rehabilitation of
the destitute. It is in this way that social work may
root out anti-social habits or anti-social conditions,
and help to establish a society in which justice and
<harity brings prosperity to all.

C. C. Clump
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z)ocumenlaﬁ
CRISIS OF g

LLetter of Pape

-« -
w5 N1 to the President of
.S‘pml\z;n(’s “.S;()ci(ll(’s ) »

...... Yours has been z?\g\mgniﬁgm Lash®™;
gdurseveranee  despite  the prohu_pd upheay;
wars that Jev some time interrupted S8 Tabours ...

S0 many threats weigh upon soriety?
are frying to undermine its fowndations !
seduce the best people ! And today,
Sociales, i in docirine, courageous in reseaych, fraternal
i the colluboration of all, must be for catholics and their
varicus mavements g Wving crossroads wheve experiences
meel,  convictions take form and  programmes of action
materialize in the light of substantiul discutssion.

A Present-Day Problem

Such in particular, We wish to think will be the present

session of Remnes. The theme alone Crisis of Power :
of Citizenship >,

S0 many errors
So many mirages
as yesterday, the Semaines

Crisis
pbroves that you are not afraig of treating
4 grave and difficult guestion which all ohservers agree
a present-day problem.

In broaching this subject, made still more complex by the
play of partisan pussions and particular intevests, the leaders
of the Semalues Sucinles will have at heart the affirmation
of their theught on the Christian principles relative to civil
power, so often aflirmed by the Roman Tontiffs, especially
Leo XIYI Indeed. anyone not having a clear notion of i,

runs the msk of leaving himself open to abuse by a com-
nletely specious presentation of th
the modern State.

is

e new problems posed by

The Mission of the Sigie

RO T

The mission of the State, is ‘to cémtroi, aid rand divect
the private and individual activities of wmational life so that
they converge harmoniously towards the eommon good. That
good can neither he defined according o arbitrary ideas nor
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can it accept for its standard privarily the material prosperity
ot society hut vather it should be defined according to the
harmanious development and the natural perfection of man
It is for this perfection that society s designed by the Creator

as a means.

In a word, the true notion
d on the moral order of ¢
is to dispel those errors
which tend to break
to individual and
tial dependence

of ihe state is that of
he world, And the

organism, base
Arst task of Catholie teaching -
of juridical positivisny -
joining the state
powey from its essen

in particuler,
the eminently moral bond
sorial life by disengaging
upon Got,

Only ibis sovereign ovder
true and effective authority’
need of wnich We pointed outl in
message.; On this comman basis,
public authority, with their respec
indissolubly pound. ‘The dignity of man
deriving from its sharing in the authority of God’,
of this intimate conpection, the state could not v

just freedoms of the human person without disturbing its
y. And, inverscly. or the individual to abure

.1 freedom in contempt of this responsibility
towards the general good is to ruin his own dignity.

Thus, if people deplore a civic crisis, they should first
of all consider the fdelity of both the individual and the
state to the essendial requirements of palitical morality. Even
wnen certain ciremmstances wake the exercise of power more
difficult in our days, one should not be afraid to denounce
this spiritual and moral bankruptey. In a Jarge Ineasure
a crisis of power 15 a crisis of citizenship — that is, whei
all is said and done, a erisis Oof man,
Moregver, s this not confirmed by d
1f it is true thay in & democratic state, civie Mife imposes still
demands on the wmoral maturity of each citizen, one should
not fear to recognize that wmany citizens, even some who call
themselves Christians, share the blame for socicty’s present

acts that demand 2 definite remedy.

can be the foundation of “the

of the state, the imperative
Our last Christmas radio
the person, the state, the
tive rights and dutjes, are
is the dignity
In virtue
iolate the
oW

Proper authorti
his own person

aily experience 7

confusion. There are f
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To cite owld !
v the more note i
_ otable ones g ack
interest m the public affai ¢ ones, there is the lack ot
" - thlte affairs that shows itself, among other
vays, by failure to vot 5 i 3 )
e e . e, with resulling grave consequences.
: H dnancial frauds that have repercussions on the
tyovat lile > dal ¢ o i ili " ‘
" Y ]‘lu, ~1hc social and economic equilibrium of the country
,l wore is the sterile criticism of authority and sel!‘-centre:'l
detence of privileges in contempt of the general interest )

Catholics Must Set Example

‘ In the nccessary reaction to this state of affairs. the
Cinnolic must seb an example. For far from there beinh ay ¢
f'm»ilim hetween lovalty to the Church and de\rotjm'x~ ti t;\i
inteorest, and weil-being of the people and the state betweenL
these 1wo kinds of duties, which a true Christian ;rltxs{ \’_’VCJ’
keep (n mind, there exists an intimate union and pen"eclt
Barnomy, b this not what the Prince of the Apostles taughi
when he said @ * De subject to every human creature {or Gf;l"'
NUKE . L {or =uch iy the will of God 7" .A

. Dv“‘ inGividual lack of seli constiousness quickly become:
colieetive. And the setting up of powerful and active interex.t
groups s, perhaps, the most serious aspect of the crisis thz;1
you are analysing.  Whether it is a guestion of management
l.:r‘,_',a\u\\sztii()ns or workers' unions, of econamic trusts, of pro-
fessional or social groups — some of which direc&y serve
ihe siafe — these organisations have acquived a power that
it”()\\'.s them 1o exert great influence on the government and
“7f” Jites of 1the natiop. At grips with these collective forces
often anonymous, and which at times for one reason ox
another go beyonds the borders of the country, as \;rell as
ihe limits of their compefence, the democratic ’state — t;l;
\'\)u(gynwth of the liberal norms of the nineteenth centur

finds it difficult to manage the tasks that each day becba: o
more vast and more complex. e

Disinterested Service Required

V\'iAthou(' dc?ub{, the teaching of the Church recommends
the crflswncc in the nation of intermediary groups whic{x
co-ordinate professional interests and make easier for the
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state the munagement of ity affairs. And yet, *certain organi-
sations. in order to protect the inferests of their own mem-
bers, no fonger appeal to the laws of justice and the common
cood, bul depend o the orgamised nuibers of their l‘nllmwjﬁ
and the weakness ol their opponcats, who do not huppen in
he well organized, or who always strive to subordinate the
use ol jurce (o the luws of justice ardd the common goord,
How then can sieh ovgonisations dare (o flatter thengselves
that they wve promaoting (he cause of civil peace?’ 'I‘h-.“
same Christian sense of disinterested service, of respeet o
the obligations of justice aud charity, i st 1'&(}(1i\1((1 hore.
And if the responsible persons of these ovgmisations aie
unable 1o enlarge their horizons to the perspectives of Ha‘v
nation, i they eannot, out of loyal t'L’('u,-“.Hi(\HlH- 0'!' ",\'h:‘t‘ .;-;
insl, saerifice their prestige and perchanes beir inanediaie
;l(i rantage, they e keeping the country in u hzu‘?nl'u! stade
of tension. they are paralysing the exorcse of political power
ad in the end are compromising the lberty of the very
one they prefend to cerve,

And thus, {o protect the diberty of the citizen and ot the
same time serve the conunon good by active co-operation o
b the Tiving forces of the nation, the public powers mnst exer-
cise thetr activity with thempess wnd independence. They
must do it with o cileny vision of their mission and ils Hoits
they raust do it with that appreciation of their own obligation:,
with that objectivity. impartiality. loyally, gsencrosity and in-
tegiity without waich a democratic zovernuuent would 1l
it hard fo conmand the resveet and the support of the hetto
seetion of the people!

Dangers of Stalism

Moreover, the itdelity of those who govern according in
this ideal will be the best safepuard against the double
ternpiation that lies in wail for them in the increasing extens
of their task: the temptation to weakness, which would
make them abdicate under the combined pressure of men
“and events, and the opposite temptation of statism, by which
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public powers would substitute themselves unduly for the
private initiative in order to exercise direct rule over the
social economy and other branches of human activity.

Now, 1 today one cannot deny the state a right thut
iiberadisn aenied it, it is cqually true that the state's tasi
s not essentially the direct assumption of the cconomi-,
cullwval and social functions that belong to other spheres.
s task s rather to sccure the real independence or ity
autherity so that it can give a just party of the responsibility
to cach one who vepresents an effective and lawtyl powoy
in the country, without peril (o its own mission of co-ordina’-
g and oviendating all efforts towards the one higher com-
mon good.  And even if, in order o bring about u betier
integration of certain intermediary groups in the national
community, it is said to be opportune to summon then in
closer and morve orgunie collaboration with the public pa
this question would be susceptible of becoming the
of a new «nd prudent research.

WO,
uvbjert

And yet, we wish to repeat in elosing that reflection on
the stitutions and research on the level of political structures
should never make one luse sight of the moral roots of the
whole ¢risis of citizenship.  For far too leng juridical sense
hes been corrupted by the private interests of individuals,
classes, groups and movements.  The Juridical order must
once again feel itself bound to the moral order. And pleae
God halt he who ecommands 2s well as he who obeys wiil
from now on have before his eves only obedience 1o the
cternal laws of wruth and justice !

The leaders of the Semaines Sociales will not bring the
grave demands of civie duty into relief without at the =ame
time stressing the supernatural force that must be received
from God in order to remain faithful tu it Men of the
Government bearing grave responsibilities, private organiza-
tions charged with vast collective interests, simiple citizens
justly anxious to serve the general good — to all these ig

directed the warning of the Psalmist: *Unless the Lord build

ithe house, they lubour in vain who build it’
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RAILWAY WORKERS

{ An address to the Railway workers of Rome)
s the memory of the great day,

whose significance will become ever clearer in the eyes not

only of Christians: but also of the enemies of Christianity.

On the first of May of this year, when we beheld 150,009
workers, men and women, in St Peter’s Squars, all eager
o affirm their belief in Jesus Christ and their complete trusi
in the Church, the thought came to Us that surely something
new was in the a, something clear and palpable for all
thut gathering. Indeed, something had happened. The world
of those who more than any others need defence — botty
juridically and socially ~— until they gained greater aware-
ness of their dignity as men and saw maiy of their rights
gradunlly come 1o pe recognized, — Was none the less the
vietim of a cunning activity on the part of men ecager to
cauge divisions, 10 deceive the worker with false promises,
pledged to draw them away from the practice of their faith,.
nay even to destroy it.

To-day, there are not 1
roving state of affairs. This,
still less a halting of

slakening of effort, and
that better fimes are in store for the working

bring hope
classes. Hence, &s we celebrated Mass this morning, while
reading in the Gospel how the people crowded around Christ
to hear the word of God, our confidence grew stronger that
such a scene symbolizet the times which are coming, and
thut the day should not be long delayved when, with error
overcome and the cleorly defined Christian solution of the
saeial problem revealed in its fulness, it will be possible to.
e return of the ranks of labour io Christ

inaugurale 2 1 :
Jesus, the only Master and Saviour....

Sull vivid in our mind i

acking signs of a constanily im~
P though it does not justify &
it, does however

Co-operation between workers

still, if — at the sight of your great
greet this remewal of the Christian worki
not lessen OQur anxious eare. For the Chris
life of one mation is part of the Mystical Body of

group — We joyfully
ng world, that does

Christ, andi

tian working world,.

S1
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‘wWherever 1

where BOdvheTheirsle'my moves to the attack, he strikes the

taly shoul.d. s a;;;vareness of the common danger to Christian

0 e ot go0d g. en your determination t{o co-operate with

hatred amone w‘)ll in combating the spirit of disunion
sections of the Italian people. and

Certai

on you;t:;::;{ m;v group may _ab.use this readiness and good wiil
on your . .o Frue Christian can find fault if you unit5
in stre g o'rgamzatxons to. defend your rights — while r -
mnain jg aware of y.ogr duties — and to arrive at an improv:“
; your condlt}ons of life, On the contrary, preci ,
.ecause .the harmonious action of all groups in ,tlfee(;iz{y
‘llsic:zi n():h;fxstt.lan dtft'y', no individual citizen ought to become «i
eam. ' 1g armtrar}f act of tyranny of others. You ar(_:
here! re, vactmg fully in conformity with the Church’s ial

aching when, by all means morally permissible you xi?:i;?l

«<ate your just rights.
We said, “by all means mo
id, . rally permissible.” i
?}fcegsary ic remind you that acts of violence, wixichudIS age
. e liberty and the goods of others, are not ev;en contem:?:;fs
; g' .true Ch.rxst{aals, When, therefore, they use the power of
eir ‘orgamzat{ons to win recognition for their rights, it l?‘
fsstenhal thatz u:x the ﬁzjst place, they use the means SI;itlab’Jb
oxi t‘he negoliation of a peaceful settlement. Then, in part?e
f:ssiéc t}ge%“: mvtxst be taken into consideration w}’lether thle
< being aimed at are in reasonable i
. S proportion to th
i)a;z;%e W]l.IC}}ll would result from the use of force. That add:
> weight to the responsibilit; .
the v of a class of worker:
::c\r;v as' .yours,' Christian railwaymen, because your wo(;'ll.{ e'IS
e have said — has a vital part to play in the economy

of the whole nation,

Dangers of a Materialistic Qutlook
wor I;I‘et;:rjv hl; ;et ‘motl}c_er danger. Even you — as so many
o ieties e no‘t with you — might restrict your attentior;
O lite T}):m'u 'su‘bsequent contract, to the problems ot”
[naterts jnto' ere is in you another life — God’s own life, —
e ;’our sogl on the day of your baptism To-l:)se
byl of, 'eg.lec: it, not to be engaged in prest;rvin th
sanctifying grace, and to be satisfied with the thoighte
»
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for example, that one is always faithful to Christian political

principles, would be inadequate and could lead to a dangerous

state of illusion. The truth is that you ought, before all
else, to be in your deepest convictions true Christians. Attach-
ment to Christian political principles is then a natural con-
sequence which comes almost automatically, But some do
not hesitat~ to believe and say that it is impossible — nay,
that men ocught not — to think of the soul so long as they

have not suitably provided for the material needs of the
bady.

Are We, perhaps, to take as the meaning of the eternal
words of Jesus Christ: “What doth it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul ?” 'This
saving inspired and sustained the martyrs of the Church in
is infancy, and the same teaching is still being given — by
theil shining example — by the confessors of the Faith in
those lands where men would wish to desiroy God, and this.

being irmpossible, where they torture the bodies of those who
remain faithful to Him.

Material life, yes. But Jesus Christ, when teaching us
to pray, made u¢ ask for our daily bread after having asked
that the will of the Heavenly Father may be done. On the
other

things in plenty to all those who seek first the Kingdom of
God and its justice.

We ernitreat you beloved children, protect
the poisonous leaven of the modern pharise
yes, and in due seasorn,
determination ; but not a
caring only for the material life, ignores or denies what is
more excellent, the worth of the soul. It is of the utmost
importance 1o the Chureh, for instance, to see the settlement
of the socjal problem,
that, at the same tirne, souls go to thejr ruin.

yourselves against
i €s: social action,
with the fullest possible union and

Separated Brethren

A final  wor

d, beloved children, b
let you go efore I bless you and

hand, He Himself has undertaken to give the other

ction based on hatred, or that which,.

but certainly not in such a manner

a3
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es already

It is certainly good to rejoice at the a::: r'::fl\{ges pleasure-
Zained, and it is reasonable to ?OnSId‘-}r’ 23 the more so that,
in it l,hat it is a substantial victory: 'ahe d evil to any one,
in the winning of it, you have not w130d of all. But it is
and are striving to contribute to the i? hand to the plough,
2lso true that no one w},;;, h;‘i’;r;gafzst of.1 sGrc)d. Reflect, d;a;’
- e B N . 0

Cren, an how. many axe I outside your Sk | ¥00
are cei‘t;.-linly here in large numibers; .O.t,? erls;m there are, too,
had 1o be content to be present in i;;?n .to o e, Deceive d
pose who, though abies ;vemth]é?w;ti;?gbelieve, — and I}IOYI
llgst?xkgla hicli(enxfs a?;(')pi%ar‘ih:\:c the Church, which loves them

: i gress to a
them in their pro :
S0 tenderly, wishes to ObStr;‘;tt and they fear io approacn

. . ) i trary,
Just improvement of iheir those who, on the conirar;

the . they fear to leave in them peace
Cann(c’:?i?};; ‘?1:}}; their good if they gestt;(;z ’action, at once
with God, if they turn love into hatred, ‘ one,s own rlghis
apbropriaie and just, for the defence 0

%0 A bitter. struggle ith the strength of

To these separated prethreu, Speall{l 3,1;& tthat separation
your CO’Wi‘:tion and your example. T‘iess and sadness, €ven
from Jesus Christ means only uneast Give them

ia] goods in plenty.
though there may be materiz gked miracles so that crowds

- courage: Jesus Christ, Who WOL in without their neces-

remai

hem go in want o
he goodwill of you all,
ttered over all Itsfly,
Christ will reign

which followed Him should nott
sary sustenance, would not have

" Thus may the grace of God and stca
and of the other Christian W9rkers
hasten the coming of the day in W
in your hearts and in the world.

f bread.

hich Jesus
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Sz;a'a/ Su-uey

Rural Credit

During the second Five-Year Plan period India will have
a well-organised rural credit, marketing and warehousing
scheme which will cost many crores of rupees and will benefit
farmers, small scale and cottage industries. Credit marketinz
and warehousing cooperatives will be established in all districts
-of the country financed by both the Central and State Govern-
ments and operated by the Reserve Bank. The scheme is
receiving the final touches wnd will be soon inaugurated,

Over a dozen training establishments are busy preparing
personnel to run the various types of cooperatives.

The Madras Government has approved a scheme to start
about a dozen agricultural credit and marketing societies in
certain selected areas of the State. The Societies will make
available to farmers long and short term loans, develop
marketing facilities and build godowns and generally help
farmers 1o produce more and to obtain for them better re-

turns,

The credit cooperatives will help not only agriculturalists
but also all those who are engaged in small scale and cottage
industries. This scheme if successfully operated will go a
long way in raising the standard of living of our rural
population and alsu {o solve to some extent the problem aof

unemployment.
Social Welfare

It is proposed to spend about Rs. 25 crores for social
welfare work during the second Five-Year Plan period. The
peopie are expected to contribute a sum of Rs. 5 crores. A
large number of Gram Sevaks, Midwives, and other social
workers will be trained to work exclusively in the rural areas.

In every one of 330 districts of the country there will be four

national projects in operation. Special committees will he

-established to run these projects.

In Bihar the Government has decided to set up two sugar

mills on a cooperative basis. The Government will make a

grant of Rs. 10 lakhs towards the establishment of the mills
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and an equal amount will be contributed by the cultivators-

on a cooperative basis.

Village Panchayais
The Bombay Government proposes to establish village:
panchayals in every village of the State. For this purpose a
Bill will be soon introduced in the Assembly to amend the-
existing law. The amended law will enable villages whicn
have a population of less than 2000 to have panchayats. All
those who are on the State electoral list will be allowed to-
vote, the qualification of property and tax will be abolished
and the panchayats will be given certain additional powers,
as recornmended by the Planning Commission. Improvement
of agriculture will be an obligatory duty while the making:
of a survey will be a discretionary duty only. Two other
duties which are likely to be made obligatory will be the .
organisation of voluntary labour corps for the working of"
community projects and assisting in the implementation of

. land reforrn schemes,
" Some Labour Statistics

Bombay

In 1955 there were 405 cotton mills in India.
In July

leads with 180 and Madras comes second with 82.
1955, the mills had under their employment 753, 379 workers.
In August 1955 in 219 {raining centres operated by
Government 11,647 persons were receiving technical and voca-
tional training. Of this number 478 were women trainees.

According to statistics supplied by the Chief Inspector of
Mines the average weekly earnings of underground miners.
for August 1955 were Rs. 14—8—2 in the Jharia, and
Rs. 12—11—8 in the Raniganj areas.

In August, 1955, 70 labour disputes were in progress .and
another i01 were siarted. 82,843 workers were involved and
a total of 347,016 man-days were lost. But both as regards.
the number of disputes and the loss of man-days the month
under consideration showed a distinct improvement over the:
previous month. Most of the disputes were of short duration;

only four lasted for more than 30 days.
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-Employees’ State Insurance Scheme
It has been i inni

centres to make zleg:'ﬂetf?t;n ;fkfh: Ertoyoss: e rorenected
schem.e available to the familie
plan Is to make this g
Increase. A scheme of
novel nature wiil take ti
faction. One of the comp
woefully inadequate. Eff

of the scheme and als
area.

.Prizes for Workers

. ho’if;f i;{(siz:n Te}ephone. Industries, Bangalore, has introduced
of worke s mthwrch a view to promote greater participation
prizes ans a\;l/ de production programme. Under this system
e ar. lgd to workers for submitting suggestions to
cusgentos ql:ia ity or outturn of manufactured items. The
oo Cs ma. e by the'workers are scrutinised by a Sug-
g s Committee especially set up for the purpose. Awards
are made on the recommendation of this committee.

manI:ft;rclegrems‘l. 98 suggestions for improvement methods of
acre l:avere made by workers. 24 of these which were
adop y € management proved useful in expanding pro-
uction programmes of the factory. Prizes have been aw.

to 1{» out of the 24 suggestions, while suitable prizes a arc.ied
‘condered for the remaining nine. While prize i being
offered ranged from Rs. 5 to 25, the success of the ° iitherto
led the management to introduce more prizes rg sy'stem has
1;;1 515' to Bs. 100. There is great enthusiasm amorrxlggmvlvg f{ror?

is surely a very praiseworthy venture j .
-employee cooperation for mutual benefit, " employer-

AIndustrial Cooperatives

The Central Social Welfare B i i
Ministry of Commerce and Industzi;dhl:s Cg;l:vliltatlon N eheme
for the expansion of the urban welfare projeclisupl? SChegllz
:scheme, industrial co-operatives which can be 'operr;t:z‘l on
? cgttage basis, at least in some parts of their operation, are
0 be launched all over the country. They are intende,d to

s of insured workers. The
ge.neral rule gradually as facilities
this magnitude and of an entirely
mg to function with all-round satis-
laints is that the present facilities are
orts are made to improve the operation
0 to introduce it in every industrial

brovide part-time employment to the women-folk of the middle -

Employees’ State Insurance.

_ elephant population,
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<lass, mostly ‘at their residences, in order to augment their
family income,

The All-India scheme has been drawn up after studying
the working of a pilot project which has been working in
Karol Bagh, Delhi. Under this project, a cooperative match
factory is being run in which the process of making matches
has been divided into several stages and those that lend
themselves to handling on a cottage industry basis are being
provided to women workers at their homes. Nearly 450 women
from middle class families are working in this factory. Their
average emoluments range between As. 14 to Re. 1/- per
day for the work in the factory and between Re.1to Rs. 1/12/—
when they work at home. The higher earnings at home are
accounted for by the larger spare time that a housewife can
devote to extra work if she is permitted to do so at home than
to leave the house and go to work in the
The marketing arrangements are looked
tee appointed by the Central

when she has
factory premises.
after by a managing commit
Social Welfare Board,

The All-India scheme now drawn up aims to extend
industrial co-operatives on the pattern of the Delhi Match
Factory to other parts of the country and include within their
ambii tailoring, embroidery and preservation of food and the
making of garments, baskets, note-books and pencils, cups

and saucers, toys and matches.

Co-operative match factories are proposed to be started

in Poona, Vijayawada and Chandigarh. At Hyderabad a
Details for starting an

factory has already been started. ] .
industrial co-operative on squashes and fruits preservation
t. Under the scheme

industry at PEPSU are being worked ou

the co-operatives will receive assistance by way of grants
and loans from the Central Government. The Central loans
will bear an interest of 23 %. The rest of the funds required
will be contributed by the State Governments or by the

parties concerned. (Labour Gazette)

Elephants o
Uttar Pradesh, which is faced with a steep rlse.m its
estimated at more 1500, is trying to

enrol them in the land army. with the disappearance of
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zamindars the prices have fallen considerably ; a good elephant

can be bought now for as little as Rs. 2000.

According to present calculations based on experiments
an elephani can plough about five acres & day at an average
cost of Rs. 16/~ per day, as against a tractor's performance
of 10 to 12 acres a day at a cost of Rs. 50 to 60 per day.
There are some difficulties however. The elephant not being
so docile as the unperturable buffalo, takes offence easily

and shows it too. It works by fits and starts and seems to
a bad job quickly. The new

be anxious to get through

harness which has been evolved after much experimentation

weighs nearly 30 maunds and is very cumbersome adding’
The elephant too

little to the dignity of this noble beast.
As the older elephants have been

seems to know this.
the new duties imposed upon them the

strongly objecting 1a
Government is trying to train young ones.

Colr Industry

In keeping with Government's policy of encouraging
.cottage and small scale industries, schemes costing about Rs. 23
lakhs for the development of coir industry in Malabar and
South Kanara districts on 2 co-operative basis are to be

taken up under the Second Five-Year Plan.

Railways
The. Planning Commission’s decision to cut down by
nearly 500 crores the estimafes of the Railway Ministry for
sed much concern in the

the Second Five-Year Plan has cau
3.55 the Indian Railways in-

country. Though during 195
extended the runs of another

troduced 488 new trains and
304, — Over-crowding in almost every train throughout the
New passenger coaches

country has become a chronic affair.
are continously commissioned but as old coaches have to be
not improve very much. The

taken out, the situation does
population has increased and so is the habit of travelling.

There is also the problem of goods traffic. Both the line
capacity and the wagon position is causing much concern.
In the Second Plan period iraffic will increase considerably.

If the Railway has to abandon som
second Five-Year Plant will suffer. ;

is not air-conditioned comfort but a place

e of its plauns the whole

22
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‘ 'Ijhe Railway Minister is frequenily announcing new
amenities for the travelling public. The latest is a promise to
l'gn a fully air-conditioned train with accommodation for
First and Third class passengers. Judging from letters in
newspapers it would appear that the announcement has not
roused much interest as what the public wants right now

, inside the com-
partment, if not to sif, ai least to. stand. In many trains
passengers are obliged to hang precariously from window

bars or, in some parts, even ride on roofs.
Ploughing

Recent experiments have shown that the normal depth
of plouging of four to six inches in sufficient for the pre-
paration of the field for sowing crops. Experiments with
maize and wheat were conducted to find out what the bhest
frequency of ploughing should be. For maize best results
obtained with two ploughings followed by three hoeings;- For
wheat, when three, six, nine and twelve ploughings for seed-
bed preparation were iried, best results were obtained from
plots that received nine ploughings. Farm experts say that
the normal depth of ploughing as is obtained by bullock drawn
implements: is the most practicable depth for seed-bed work.
"They feel that inversion of soil is more important than deeper
ploughing. Just enough cultivation to keep down weeds and
‘gc_x‘-maintain the soil in a condition than.can absorb and.hold
water is ideal. Timely and not frequent cultivation should
be the rule on the farm. (Eastern Economist) -

‘Malthus

According to the report of the Food and Agricultural
Organization for 1953-"54 the world food supplies have risen
faster than the world population. The farmers have increased
Fheir output by 3 per cent while the net increase in mouths
is only 1} percent. Production in other fields also has risen
above the pre-war level. In 1953-'54 we produced in .India
11-4 million tons more of food than in 1949-'50. The five-year
target of amother 7-6 million tons has been exceeded by
3-8 million tons during the third year of the Plan. This has
?ﬁducec{ considerably our imports saving over Rs. 130 crores
in. forgign exchange. With the commissioning of mew irri-
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gation and power projects, the bringing under cultivation of
ever more tracts of fertile land, the use of fertilizers, the
supply of improved varieties of seed, our food supply 1fs on

the increase. There is even talk of limi
‘ imited ex i
agricultural products. poris of certain

All this goes to show that the dark prophecies of Malthus.

and his modern disciples are, to put it mildly, a bit exag-
geratec}. 1f only our family planners would curb their dis-
eased imagination a bit and concentrate more on constructive
work _they would benefit the human race more than by pro-
pagahpg their dangerous fads. It is true that in some
countries there is a surplus of food and that people are
literally overfed while in most countries in the East most
people are definitely underfed. This is not because there
are too many mouths to feed but simply because these people
have n.ot e?(ploited to the full the resources nature has placed
at their disposal, With the coming of independence there
?as !?een tremendous‘amount of activity in these countries
ollmcrease food.supphes and they are succeeding beyond the
wildest expectations of many. More people mean more workers
and more workers mean more producers of essential com-

Illodltle d t Ch ld n Only
S an no liare as our Malthusla!ls Would-

New Bills

The Transport Ministry has introduce ills i
Lok Sabha which seek to amend the MotordvzngIelZﬂzlksctm Oﬂl;:e
of them proposes to make it obligatory for conduch;rs in
motor vehicles to obtain a regular licence from a licensing
authority. The candidate will have to satisfy the said authority

;;l:rt he possesses the requisite qualities as stated in the

) The other Bill is to improve the lot of workers employed
in the road transport business. This is a well conceived and
liberal piece of legislation and will be welcomed by all who
ﬁave the welfare of workers at heart. Both the Bijlls are
likely to be taken up during the next session of parliament ©

An unofficial Bill seeking to a
C mend the Mines Act, 1952
::)a?s recently introduced in Parliament. In the statem(’e'nt oi'
Jects and reasons appended to the Bill it has been stated
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that as the work in mines is very hazardous and dangerous:
it is mecessary that adequate leave should be given to mine-
workers for recuperation and recreation. The Bill therefore
proposes to amend section 51 of the Act to provide for the
grant of 30 days’ leave on full pay or wages to every employee-
on completion of twelve months’ continuous service.

At present the workers in factories are paid for overtime:
work at the rate of twice their ordinary rate of wages while
in mines this rate is applicable only to underground workers.
For other workers in mines, the Mines Act provides for
payment at the rate of 13 times their ordinary rate of wages..
The Bill seeks to amend section 33 of the Mines ‘Act so as
to prescribe a uniform rate for all categories of workers as.
in the case of factory workers ie, payment of twice the-

ordinary rates of wages,

” Raja” Man Singh

Twenty seven years "after he had launched himself into
a career of murder, arson and loot the notorious dacoit chief’
Man Singh has met his death at the hands of a Gorkha rifle-
man. For years he has kept the combined police forces of
Madhya Bharat, Uttar Pradesh and Rajesthan on tenterhooks:
and cost the exchequer over a crore of rupees. He has been
responsible for at least 185 murders and countless dacoities..
He seemed to have special fascination for the blood of police~
men. After the death of his son at the hands of the pursuing
police he had embarked on a fresh wave of murder and loot..

Thanks to the special force of policemen employed in
the extermination of this pest of dacoits the country is .slowly
being rid of them. Though Man Singh and some of his Wfall
known colleagues have been exterminated there are quite
a few still left. The way the campaign is conducted at pre-
sent gives us every reason to hope that the last of them will
be accounted for in the not/distant future.

Delinquent Children

In India the problem is very much accentuated by the
woeful lack of proper and expert child guidance clinics and
homes for the care of wayward children. Some of the
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