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Peace Concert.

DS

Nat zood, ep
~Fden

Hopeless!
—~Khrushehey

World Powers

SWATANTRA

WITH the withdrawal of the la:t

contingent of Angio-Frenci
forces from Egypt, the status quo has
been restored-—but only superficially.
Credit has been taken for this satis-
factory termination of an ugly epi-
sode by a variety of individuals ana
agents. Public opiuion, the UNO.
M. Bulganin’s threat of repsicals,
the U. 8. President’s unadvertised but
effective censure of the aggressors
followed by the application of sanc-
tions have all doubtless had their
share. It seems fairly clear now
that the Western powers had been
misled by their intelligencers into
the belief that the threzt of invasion
would synchrcnise with a  palace
revolution which would have ciimi-
nated Nasser from the scene. That
eventuality which did not materialisc
would haws put an aiiopoflhine e
ent complexicn on the intrusion o:
the outsiders Had it been the
intention of the British to stage a
come-back as ‘colonial exploiters’,
they had a golden opportunity on
the morrow of the nationalisation of
the Suez Canal by a stroke of Nasser’s
pen. Their intervention at that
earlier point might have given them
2 colour of legality which would have
put them on a par with the breakers
of international law who also claimed
a sort of legal absolution for their
expropriatory act. That Anglo-Bri-
tish intentions on that earlier occa-
sion were essentiaily pacific may be
inferred from their resentful accept-
ance of a fait accompli.
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2 WRERT IN RE IREAT

Tre vaciiiations of American policy
and the incrcasing evidences of
Nasser's double-crossing of the Wes-
tern powers by his secret deals with
the Soviet put an altogether different
complexion on the situation, and the
decision to mount a punitive action
was obviously risked in the expecta-
tion of America’'s eventual acouies-
cence in it for long-range and ideo-
logical reasons. In this again, Anglo-
French policy-makers counted with-
out their host. The result has been
a spectacular exhibition of world
unanimity of opinion such as it never
achieved till then and is unlikely to
achicve again. In the parallel
instance ¢f the reconqguest of Hun-
gary to form part of the communis?
orbit. not only has there been ar. in-
firmity of purpose but al<c & confusion
of aim whicn hae served to empha-
oize tlie decavace between the East
and the West from a somewhat novel
angle. Paadit Nehru's special plead-
ing for the Soviet government, though
it shocked Western opinion. is valua-
ble “as an indication of the oriental
assessmen: of the value of freedom
and the democratic way of life in
their pristine purity. Frankly speak-
ing, the Iast sets little store by
them, specially after it has been
largely inloctrinated with the priori-
ties and argencies of the communist
way of lile.

But the problems of the Middle
East which led to the outbreak of
hostilities still remain for solution.
Those wio imagine that the U. N
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gﬁ;ﬁsitign W e . o0 age-

] ¢ :-» ANd Gentile on
éﬁ;’ "y chets o the obstinate rivaj.-
s 8? Arab dictators for hegemony on
the other, are allowing their optimism
to swo=p their sense of realities. Par
irom the i

t the Middle East, the indicg.
tions point tg . Sonking movement
which hopes to circumvent e U.oa.
and immobilise i instead of allowing
;t to secure any stronger foot-hold
In the areg. The hesitations of the
American Stgte department to come

under-writers

tion of the dilemma that faces the
American policy-makers. In other
words, the loss of face which has been
Sustained by Britain and France has
inevitably affected American prestige
a5 well. If it came in openly on the
side of the Baghdad powers, it putls
itself out of court with the Arab world
in the abstract; but if it left them
to fend for themselves, it would be
tantamount to handing them over
to the Soviets on a charger.

While we have no tears to spare
for the decline and retreat of the
Viast, we are concerned with its reper-
Cussiong gp the orientations and
alignments oy Eastern nations among
themselves, Under € appealine
slogans of Asia for Asiatics, we have
been making poliyie surrenders to the
Juggernaut of communism in the
mistaken view that thereby we
would be drawing out its fangs, An
undue obsession with quantitative
results, a slick opportunism which
tinkers with the administrative ma-

tacular dktats ang

are making us

re are tog ma
loose-ends about for us to n

foreign toux: h ;
triumph from the demag?)‘g

e
7 of view. But its enduring results

wholly speculative.

e
It is a thousand pities thathtgsi
constant holding up of the ric ge-
scapegoats should promote the dgg o
rous illusion that the EI Dora the
Planning could be achieved Wlthctor.
demoralisation of the private segs,
Nobody will fight for money-bas%
not even the money-bag OW

uad
WELseives. oue Ulitie asy °""“°’:uvo1 oY
than purely material ones, alt effec”
have always played a silent b ationa}
tive role in the build-up of PENT,
morale. It {s when we turh that
aspect of our present situatlofr:)r o
we are seized by despondency n
future. The Kashmir questio of 08F
become the King Charles h-eadt,age
politics. It is futile at this S i
canvass its rights and wrongséeem
that matters is that Pakistan of ity
determined to make a grievancé orgd”
and hale us before the world these
nisation as a defaulter. Bub od I8
rents in our armour are unnotic up-
our rapt contemplation of our ationt
bosed high standing in the estim i
of other nations. To offer to me t to
In the case of Suez is good: PY
come to terms with Pakiston OO0
issues, great and smafl, would be
finitely better.

t
The retreat of the West has ngf
veen Wocompanicd Ly e adv,-o_nccre
the Bast to any stable or prepaons
positions of vantage, The reas ci
for it are implicit in the immes
bility of mast so-called Asian na.tloa
through  geographical and emotlonm
factors Which bid fair to keep th€ -
isolated frop, one another in esse? ;
tials. Thig situation plays into th;‘
hands of Saviet Russia ,which, wit
its satellites op the one hand and lt?
€vangels on tne other, is secure i .itb
empire gng assured of its expansiot
with the inevitabnity of gradualnes®
Looking Tound us in this country, it
is g depresmng thought to acknow-

ledge that ther t ov
e acl
coherent o 5 no comp

bbosition to it which maY
Supplant. s« before it i5 too late.

ail

SIDELIGHTS : :

WHILE the noise and dust throyvn

up by the de-Stalinization
ritual still continue to distract.the
mind and obscure the view, the Sixth
Five-Year Plan of the Soviet Commu-
nist Party has been released to the
Dress. It is prefaced by some obser-
vations on the limitations of plan-
hing which must shock the fal"chf\'xl
all over the world. The worst indi-
vidualist and most case-hardened
entrepreneur has nothing harsher to
say about the classic frailties of plan-
ning than this document. The bure-
aucracy is said to have been guilty of
Inefficiency, incompetence and waste.
Estimates are said to have been
boosted artificially, and then frz-
Quently revised without regard 0
availability of resources. Claims arf;
also said to have been maQe out c;s
all proportion to actual achlevemgn
with a view to gull public opmlﬁi‘;
Consumer goods conbinue to _be i’
short cuppiy after o  generation 0
undisturbed totalitarianism. Th‘ere is
talk of promoting decentralisatlon.m
the interests of making morc effective
use ¢f local talent and matema‘l.
Above all, the officials in qha_rge are
exhorted to prove that soplallst gczi
haomy can outstrip its capral{st riv :
by showing a higher zer capita pro
duction. This does not look like
celebrating the jubilee of planning,
but sounds more like a Jeremiad
against it!

All these phenomena are 41‘3:113
manifest in the anatomy ofl m:{; s
planning. We have )nbroi;qrmities
corruption to the Othe;'d:y koW~
which have been So (‘:an“é s, 'he
ledged by the Sovies o the Suviet
trouble with us as Wi bei'n"—vl""""ﬁ";'
Deople is that we are..
up on greav  ~iar
has degener®

ik~

assumed the role of a hierarchy claim-
ing infalibility in dn-gct propo.rt.;lor:
to its inirmities. An air of fgctltl(tall:;
urgency has been impor?ed into ]',
entire feld which is inspired by pog—)
tical considerations. It W}ll cr
remembered that the demotlondoi
Malenkov was said to haye been u;
to his ill-advised relggatlon of hgav:e
industries to a secondary place. inpcr
again heavy industry h.as‘been g‘éu;
highest priority; and it is ommhe_
because it is a well—_understood eug e
mism for intensifying a.rms pro 1‘1,0
tion. We too are set in t‘helsif:\l(’
direction towards the_same goal, f,uc_t
hence our obsession with heavy n\;&?h ;_
tries in current plan;frames. e
ther we are going to fare any better
is a very doubtful guestion.

* * *

Historians have been me.etin.g‘sﬁg
air their views on the perenmal btt;e
of what constitutes hlStOé‘y. . nsuch
speeches and papers rea o heh
occasions, one may notice two cE ;-_
dictory tendencies at worl? lverﬁp
pody begins with a conven mnath 2
service to the demands of Tru ;:
all historical writing; and thep evaﬁt
body follows it up by suggesting ! ; ;
our history should reflect our la} e‘

i What is Truth? asked Pilate
doxxevsv'ould not wait for an answer.
i:g truth quite probably was that r_,ge
man whom he appealed to for cla? é;
cation refused to answer. Thbet act-
i t if thece 1s such an abstract
3 ;thgaas truth, it has a disconcerting
‘w;v of undergoing chameleon char}-
|ges wWith ux lapso of time. The phi-
losopher was right when he deciared
that ‘history is a fable that is agreed
upon.” So every generation is anxious

B/

ChyCAed gy OF histop, VI G0 it
b"’é 'ban'.s a‘}rd“’ \»-eory

. would pe
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SO give ws visions or Pazeants which
inspire or please us. Ewropean his-
tory has its schaals, and therein lay
its saving grace. We are iy danger on
the other hand of promoting parrotry
in the name of history, to the detri-
ment of entertainment ani edifica-
tion at once. A still more serious
danger of ‘nationalising’ history is
that it may become unreadakle, That
would be a worse tragedy than read-
ing so-called false history.

Another point: What gave cohesion
and purposiveness to our past history
was a body of thought, feeling anad
conscicusness which had a territorial
and imaginative vogue of unrestricted
amplitude, since it subordinated the
temporal to a universal view of the
human predicament. Now that we
have almost completely jettisoned our
ancient heritage as so much junk, the
new history that may come into be-
ing as a command performance may
have neither a hody to be Kicked nor
a soul to be damned. The point to
bear in mind is that history may be-
come propaganda, when the vision of
the few becomes the faith of all; but
mere prepaganda can never become
history.

* * *

The bill to establish Tamil as the
official language alternatively with
English is a logieg] development ot
our linguistic decndation. It is
doubtful if legislation Vas necessary
io bring about a change thqat might
have been achieved by a devertmen-
tal order. It is perhaps to safexyard
ourselves ggainst the unexpected e,-,.
sions of litiglousness which is so much
2 national failing with us. In the con-
Sequential arrangemenis o iggped as
a result of the change-over, there a,«
w0 lacunae which deserve to be dealt
with. The first of tham .in are urgen
need ror effecting a like change-
over in the higher reaches of our
education. Upless t,\:),e.?w: ~2stnv ﬁ,

paﬁ pas'su. \ang\l\SY\,o

would either 275 ent.

sded deve
lop-side neow
fcial €
step, ©

given to the use of the mother tqng:fl
as the medjum of instruction int ore
subjects in our colleges and ]'mwul
sities. Even English literatpre ?j(;um
be taught through the Tamil mé The
more excitingly and fruitfully. hat-
analogous instance of di-gwtttween
mony long since achieved b€ -
Tamil and Sanskrit may be rem
bered as an incentive.

The second provision relates to ;ﬁ‘i
future supplanter of English for we
India official purposes. Just 28 for
shall be using English and Tamil al
all our requirements, so there Woing
be other states which would be usfor
English and their local languag? by
their needs. Those areas which to
accident of contiguity will haVeweI
use Hindi hoth for their local as av
as for their inter-state purposes 47
arrive at a point (sooner than Othies'_
when they may find it easy and n;:nc_
sary to dispense with the use .Of ticv,‘e
lish altogether for admmlstr?rom
burposes. When correspondence - we
those areas comes to us in Hmd-l'h it
must be in a position to deal Wit whe
on our own, This would mean A
introduction from wunow on 0f jce
nucleus in the ministerial se€rv ph
competent to deal in and with Hir;)as'
To the true-born Tamilian who to
been long waiting for his tongue 3
come into its own, this may seem u:ic
Palatable. But as the most fanal’
er irreconcilable of his kind C'&n“te
visualise any future, near or remo .
when the whole of India might coms
0 use Tamil for inter-state purpose>

i f
he must see and bow to the logic ©
Mecessity.

* 3 *

Sutietime age, we hed tho good fur

e w3 peing visite istinguish-
ed An’“c}ic g t d by a d g

spectaurs 0 doctor who has made &

ugvel Yl wring deafness by 2

yuv anj{ Simpy, S\lrgical operatlm‘-;

S chiet

o 7] ~ tour of the
~&D, N[G@ “""f"rm‘?d o

n g !

T Ing ~harge.
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It is odd that our Central Govern-
ment made no attempt to keep him
In the country for a little longer so
that his ministrations and technique
could he better availed of and studied.
Dr. Rosen, for that was his name, was
Yy all accounts a remarkable man;
for the way that he shunned publi-
ity and did his work silently proves
him cut of the ordinary. It was said
that the hierarchy of the medical pro-
fession in the country frowned on his
Peripatetic ministry, and even trica
to get from patients fees to enable
them to meet the specialist. At one

SWATANTRA

"
stage It ‘was said thaty Dy, Rosen
refused to have anything to da with
any patient brought in by any doe-
tor! Allopathy has many glories to
its credit; but the blot on its scut-
cheon is its trade union spirit and the
promotion of a vested interest in dis~
ease, This is another melancholy illus-
tration of how we are good at copying
the evil in the institutions we borrow
from the West.
Ajax

(Sethu is away on & holiday anfi
will resume this feature on his
return.)

ART CENTRE FOR NEW YORK

PLANS are actively under way for
an integrated cultural centre
that promises to be a distinguished
addition to New York. Known as the
Linecoln Centre for the Performing
Arts, it will group the city's opera,
Music, theatre and dance into one
heighhourhoog,
One of the leading ideas of the cen-
€ Is that the various arts compris-
Ing it shoulg stimulate each other,
Obening up new intellectual and emo-
tional vistas for the enrichment of
the city and the nation.

The project is part of a redevelop-
ment programme, which, in a few
Years, is to create a city-within-a-
City. An area of approximately 50
acres will be occupied by 12 medern
20-storey apartment buildings cou-
taining more than 4,000 moderate-
briced apartments; shopping zones; a
New hotel and office centre; a major
theatre district; the Manhattan divi-
Sion of Fordham University, with its
tampus; and the proposed art centre.

According to the present master
Plan, the centre will be built on 2
park-like area between Columbus and
Anisterdam Avenues. A new home
for New York’s Metropolitan Opera
is to raise in the centre of the arts
area, beyond a large, circular 'plazaé
Facing the plaza, on the south side o
the circle, there will be a new COK”

Phithar
cert hall for the New York 4 o
monie-Symphony Orchestra, an

tr

the north side, a theatre ard musu?
centre for plays, concterts, operettas,
i opera, and ballet.
hg’?ktle gpproaches to the plaza from
Columbu: Avenue are to be flanked
by a musum desighed to house the
collection »f music .instruments x:\ovtv
in the Met:opolitan Museum .OI t;e’
and quposite it, a library housmgthons
New York Public Library’s collec }11
on music, dance and dramiy .T e;e
will also be an etucation bulldmg,f 0‘
pe occupied by thet centre's school for
: forming arty
)h;igsrtheatres are planned for the
two blocks still fartaer ngrtk}. tI’h_ese
will not be in the cenire’s')unsdxcmon
as they will be con_lmermal theatres
while a basic requirement for the
arts centre is ttat it should be a non-
s¢.
prﬂcﬁngint)l?e credit for the original
ept of a unified arts centre' goes
to 11 pmen who manage the affairs of
ﬁﬁ tl;zetropolit:ﬂ Opera Company and
e v York Philharmonic-Sym-
the Nihey began to envision a fully
pgs:g)ed modern centre for all the
° i ts.
perfof;n ’;1ganar:ing still remains to be
MUkéna many changes will pro-
donle ' emerge in the months ahead.
B;i:nists say it will take three years
{0 comphie the centre, but it will
more likely be four or five if all tl}e
units are to begin functioning Siml'ls—
taneously, ai now planned. —US/S.

i L ien )

A A |
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PEDLAR’S PACK

LECeMBET ZoTong i ti
o

" MONSTER MONOPOLIES REGAIN

EXT to slogans we live on head-

lines these days. An ‘Asian Writers’
Conference’ sounds impressive, though
when you come to ponder its signifi-
cance, you are left with a compsritively
innocuous racket promoted by sotue
estimable people who wish o make
themselves public without waking them-
Seives known. Wou arrive at the con-
cept of Aslan  writers by the simple
process of agglutination. AWl of us who
are horn in  Asla are Asians and all
those who can write in the entire area
are writers: Ergo Asian -“#rpiters!

We have been so long intimicated by
the term ‘Zuropean’ that it is chiefly as
a counterblast to it that we are devis-
ing these distinctions whict make no
difference. Writers are sad to have
foregaihered from all Asisa countries,
but they had to depend uph English for
their mutual intercours.

In an imaugural spech, Rajaji mpaqe
confusion worse conounded by appes)-
ing to writers to sschew politics.
indulged in one of s comparisons Whl:-l;
In Dogberry's phrsse - was indeed ‘odo-
rous.” If writers eschewed politics, then
they would have to commit suicide. vVal.-
miki dealt with nothing but
sc; (tid Shaw till the other g
of them is to be conside o ;
letters, then literature x;:;ielfa tr)?(f( o
emptied of meaning. Fommes

Politics, and
ay. If neither

The writers themselye
exhibition of heing
ties. For the dichotom
ween freedom and regw G
rise t0 an acute diﬂeriminz?.og iggve
among them. In the eng unalrim.itp e
said to have keen reached by e a:)’p;:z?

ved device of emptying the tutn with
the .baby. If the so-calleg Wrisvtg wl;
acquiesced in such g Qecision  want, v
opinion, then here it is franky: the;ﬁi

not worth theit salt, Both art for ar“c

veS gave a hefty
lafiamed by pofi-
Y of our time bet-

sak§ and art for the uroletarist sake are
beside the point. Cnly whea art is for
the artist sake an® under \n uncontrol-
lable impulse to communiate dues lite~

oo vt

rature take shape. All the rest 1s saw-
dust.
* * * ) ¢
During his interviews with preszde::e
Risenhower, Pandit Nehru is said t0 hah s
explained all about Panch Shila 1o the
nost who was much interested 1B .y
idea. He is said to have offered t0 b;it
it and wished to know the piice. Fal .
Nehru assured him that it was p"lcelesci
As often as 1 had a hunch, Td sen
out a fecler, n 1
Just when they added up to Fanch
called them Shila:
You may take them,
priceless

thou, gh t‘hey’l'e

orid
For with them yon can make the w
‘vice-lesy’,
i N ’ ties.
In the French Chamber of DEDUR""

the Foreign Minister admitted that a;;
agreement has been reached with .Israr..
to construct a canal through Israell tt'ath
ritory linking up the Persian G £ wi
the Mediterranean.

Soon  after the withdrawal Of
Anglo-French forces from SueZ
Eeyptians came out of their houses an
demolished the statue of Lessul: * 7
Fiench Engineer responsible for the com5
struction of the Suez Canal. News-iter¥

Patriots have smashed the statt® o

Lessup . the

Thus adding, instead of clearing

prevajling mess-up: ‘

the
the

Though exiled from its stand OV¢
Suez
The spirit now goes to where the
Jew is!
* * *

Mr. Chou En-lai, the Chinese Primeé
Minister, objected to reporters referring
to Taiwan as Formosa. He appesled 0
them to call it by the fomer name.
Here is Chou En =i saying with a Bue
and cry:
The isle for the liberation of which W€
strive on
Is known to us ag Taiwan:
1 protest, and beg of you no more, sit,
To call it Formosa!

LiBrA

POWER IN JAPAN
By CARLTON FREEMAN

THE keystone of Japan’'s aggressive,

militaristic policies of the past
was the zaibatsy, the giant family-
owned industrial combines whose
hungry tentacles embraced almost
every phase ot the national economy.
Imperialism was indeed the life blood
of the zaibatsu—and therefore of the

government  fiese frusts  virtually
controlled.

~ Recognizing tie role of the trusts

In fomenting Wrrld War 11, the Occu-
pation regime cissolved them in 1947,
splitting them nto hundreds of tiny
Independent spinter companies. But
like magnetized fragments of a shat-
tered block of deel, these small firms
are reamaigamting today in what is
referred to in Japan as the “zaibatsu
renaissance.”

Recollections of the tremendous
Power for evii that the old trusts
represented have stirred up conside-
rable fear among Western observers
in Japan that the re-emergence bodes
ill for the natien and the rest of the
world. On the other hand, it is gene-
rally agreed that their comeback Is.
at least to a certain degree, inevita-
ble and even necessary if Japan is to
strengthen and stabilize its post-wat
economy. The only question now be-
ing asked is: “How far should and
will the renaissance go?”

Actually, it 1s not likely the com-
bines will ever become the monopolies
they once were. For, the head of the
zaibaisu monster was chopped off }ay
the dissolution. The ruling families
were shorn of their stockholdings—
in each cass more than 90 per cent
of the investment in their nun‘1erous
enterprises—which were redistributed
among thousands of inyestors. The
new centres of zaibatsu power are
banks which are rapidly strepgthéltlt;
ing their hold on the companies Wi

which they had been associated
before the dissolutim. The instru-
ment of control: Crelit. These banks
arz lending freely ¥ their old part-

ners—but with tauly drawn strings
attached.

At the same tme, ex-zaibutsu
enterprises are behg knitted toge-

{her again by mutial ownership of
stock, interlocking lirectorates and
control of subsidaries. These new
bonds can hardly e compared with
tre stifling erasp f the old ruling
families who desptically exercised
their will through akpowerful hold-
ing companies. But te new zaibatsu
might grow into unmaageable mono-
polies once again Ina position to
force an expansionistpolicy on the
government. On the ther hand, if
sufficiently regulated ad restricted

in their activity, as thigovernment
promises they will be, the could help

to bring a new era of Dsperity to

Japan based on nonyperialistic

practices.

A Unique System

The zaibatsu system n Ja'.p:‘_bom
the old and the new—Is uniGuin the
world. European couatries 3y the
United States have their VeIShg of
the trust, but they are marke_dly iffe-
rent from the Japanese variety. ggr
one thing, nowhere ese has. the -
bine been so intimately affiliated wp
the national goverrment._ The 2.
patsu leaders have established clg
relations with every government fro
the time when it was controlled b,
feudal lords to the present.

Moreover, unlike most Westert
trusts, zaibatsu activities have‘ nev?
extended beyond ‘he pboundaries %
the nation and areas controlled by it
Thus it has repyesented—-and stil

does—a tremendous force for natio

L
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nalism. Despite the obvious dangers,
even those  who strongly supported
the Occupation d:ssolution policy now
agree it was a mnistake to bregk up
the combines so completely. ¥For it
became economicilly impossible for
many of the fragnented units to sur-
vive. They lackec the administrative
machinery, the laders, the capital
and the experiene required for suc-
cessful operatior. But the most
important factor 4 all in their failure
was the abandmnment of deeply
rooted Japanese hisiness tradition.

The intensely campetitive situation
created by the sulden establishment
of independence for hindreds of tiny
firms would haw been difficult
enough for a Westrn capitalist state
to weather. Sucl a situation could
not possibly be dSlerated in Japan,
whose whole moeéern history—econo-
mic and otherwie—has been notable
for its lack of adividual expression.
1t could not, atne blow, give up the
principle of co-peration and integra-
tion that had Or so long guided the
growth of its e¢pitalistic system.

* Imperialistic phs

¢ The =zaibdu Wwas, indeed, the

}embodimentof this principle. } In

{ leading theg'vernment along impe-
rialistic ps?s that offered new mar-
kets and Jurces of raw materials, it
helped Jr#an vithin the lyst 80 years
to comp® fo° colonial power and
prestigeWith the European nations,
which ad diviced up among them-
selves n0st underdeveloped areas of

the vrld even before Japan got
startl-
ping the 1last war companies

ow'd or controlled by 15 zaibatsu
fatlies produced 69 per cent of the
jomotives, 69 per cent of the alu-
ium products, i1 per cent of the
Aal, 50 per cent »f the paper and
ulp, 50 per cent o the raw silk, 49
or cent of the chemical dyes, 30 per
:nt of the gunpovder and 20 per
mt of the rayon yarn and fabric of
wan. At the time of dissolution,
e four largest (ombines-—Mitsul,
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[
owned among them 24.5 per cent

ck
all the paid-up capital of all f:;‘l’ﬂe
companies in Japan. 118 <ix

reached 352 per cent counting Asa-
other major families—Ayakawa, n
no, Furukawa, Okura, Nakajima 2
Nomura. )

Though these monopolies Were b:ﬁe
ken up by the dissolution order, do-
government, on winring back 11 n
pendence in 1951, wasted Nno time ;; .
beginning to put the pieces togeth s
again.  Anti-monopaly reg\ﬂauon_
were loosened, mergels and the for_
mation of cartels wert openly encou”
raged. This industrisl reconsoll_dﬁ;
tion campaign reachel 2 peak 12 -
summer when the Japinese diet (Par
liament) passed a bill paving the wa};
for the establishment of cart®:s
almost without restridion. The mOs
significant mergers achieved SO fat
have resurrected the Mitsubishi Shoi
and Mitsui Trading Co., the POWEI~
ful pre-dissolution triding firms ©
Japan’'s two leading twsts. The for-
mer was re-established in July, 195%
and the latter one yesr iater. TOBE”
ther they are clearing houses 'for
about 18 per cent of Japan’s foreig
trade and an even greater share CI
the nation’s domestic trade. Withi
a couple of years, their domination of
foreign trade may approach that of
the pre-war era, when :hey accounted
for 30 per cent of such commerce.

The Mitsui Trading Co., comeback
story is one of the mest spectacular
of the zaibatsu renaissance. The ori-
ginal firm was broken up into almost
200 tiny units by the dissolution
order. Many of them died off, but
oxlxed—l)anchi Bussan Kaisha—strug-~
ig-; 1:endon, though backed by only a few
o 1:;:1 dollars in capital put up by
Noizers x;ax‘nic. President, Yasutaro
N Mits Junior director of the origi-
Tapan b:l Trading Co. As soon as
bopan abcame independent Niizeki
after anoic;ll‘e\;inguntonem:plmter i
com —

::::: recently reacquired thep;;ltysui
~—Teached ity pregent level of

= Precember 29 19%°

Mitsubishi, Sumitomo and Yasuda— .

Deceriber 35716 -

St;l.‘slngth: Actually, the most remar-~
v € thing about the reviva of the

‘ness ang
Niizeki.

2 weakened condition.

4 Healthy Sign
There is
‘ch;
€Xecutives,
Solution, the
Manager and

™man, and indeed the
Organization
Complex
to
b

itsef was

aﬂtﬁui Trading Co. is that it nas been
leved as the result of th: shrewd-
persistence of ote mnan—

The role of the Mitsw bank
as been relatively small as it is in

Is evidence of a fuadamental
ange in the thinkisg of zaibatsu
For examnple. before dis-
relationship between the
all the enployee was virtu-

Y that between dficer and eniisted
pyramiad-like
about as
as an army division. But
rday these fewalistic barriers have
oken down ts a large extent and,
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‘n general, there remains only the
paternalism of the old system to
remind one of the past. Employees.—
including managers—get free hous-
ing, low-cost lunches, free vacations,

free hospitalization and other bene-
fits.

The new zaibatsu is thus tosterip
company pride and loyalty among !
persennel without making them 2l
they are part of a militaristi .
dictatorial organization. This ¢ **°
self is a healthy sign. It coul mean
that zaibatsu will confine i’ f‘."‘“.re
activities to peaceful, non-»Perialis-
tic pursuits. It may jrotd have
learned its lesson. But °0¢ mus?,
nevertheless, keep in /04 that a
snowball, when it begi ¢ 703, is not
easy to stop.

Theatre

"NINAITHATHU NADANTHATHU”
By .K- Danapalan; Directed by R. L.
Lingara; Presented by The Theaga-
Taya Fie Arts Academy on 25th De-
cember at the Sir Theagaraya Kala-
mandapim, Washermnpet

THE members of the Theagaraya
Fine irts Acadimy proved that
for g sucessfyl ylay an excellent
story, individual histrionic talents
and beautiful scenes are not so neces-
Sary. The success of their play
Ningithath: Nodus hathuy was essen-
tially due to their remarkable team
WOrk. The play was not dominated
by the hero, the heroine and the
villain. In fact, they had very [ttle
to do on the stage. ‘The emphasis
was on the so-called supporting cha-
racters. The peyformance of the
character actors immensely contri-
buted to the success of the play.
Thathulngam Pillai who pro-
mised his sister at her death-bec
that he would give his only daugh-
ter, Kamala, in marriage to her soi

"Sekhar does not keep his words

when an offer of alliance from 'a
rich person comes to him. Bub 1T

the end, he learns ihat tbe rich
bridegroom 18 out of his wits and
consents © the marriage of Kamala
with Selar.

Thouh the story was weak, the
dialogw was well-written. The open-
ing seme which depicted the Jove of
Kamaa and Sekhar was not. neces-
zary and this could have been
deleed.

Excellent performances were trom
R. §. Varadarajan, R. L. Lingsraj
and P. S. Seethalakshmi. Varadx}ra—
jan who acted as the mad wide-
groom gave an unaffected a?’d first-
rate performance. Lingarag’ as the
father and Seethalakshmi as tltm
step-mother of Kamala were both
jmpressive and they were completely
at home on the stage. A.F. T. Arasyu
as Sekbar, S. M. Raman as Sekhar’s
friend, Balu, and A Gopal as
Kuppanna Sastri acted weil. Excevot
for one or two, all the others played
their parts well. The play Wwas @
successful production of which the
Theagaraya Fine Arts Academy caul

be proud. :
well P N



LICCCHIICE G ¥

Desember 20 1956

SWATANTRA

THE CONDUCTOR

HERE are conductors and con-
L ductors. There is, for instance,
the lightning conductor which, 1
hasten to say, is not my present
theme. Nor do I intend to expatiat:
on the musical variety who, armed
with a baton like Prospero's ward,
evokes out of a motley crowd of
instruments an artful assortment of
fractional tones, quavers, trills ind
allied nuances of orchestratior to
mount bravura effects. To my pro-
fane and uninstructed intelligince,
he seems a gratuitous incubus o1 the
performing artist who achieve _h!S
happiest effects through inspird 1m-
provisations. I cannot imzine a
conductor associated with or SUP€I-
imposed on one of our ow star-
spangled sets of vocalist pittressed
by violinist-drummer-kanjra-gha-
tam-moresing support which treat us
to the recherche ardours of Carnatic
chamber-music. Let me aso elimi-
nate the stage-conductor w0 is such
a power behind the scenesand who
gets—specially in amated theatrl-
cals—a perfunctory vote of thanks
in a hurried after-thouht at the
close.

I rather intend this tr b€ 2 tribute
to the bus-conductor of our metropo-
litan Government yrawsport. I take
him in the singular tiough there are
about a thousand of his sgemes in-
cluding reserves @  Service. .By
virtue of my dinmal associations
with them, and fieir almost type-
reactions to their luid clientele, they
have become as femiliar to me as my
own kith and kin You, dear ReadeT,
who are as conpetent 0 'dm“;e:slz
portrait as any one else will P -
eke out my imperfections with ¥
tolerant comprehension.

In the first place, our conductor
is an over-worked, under-pal
not yet come across
is willing to acknow
-perhaps over-paid) but
idndividual whose

id (I have
the official wh.O
ledge that he 18
hard-boiled

ironic suavity and

aciiulous humour—stigmate of the
universal cockney—are as efferve-
scent as a newly opened soda-water
bcttle though much more lasting, He
is the lynch-pin of the entire trans-
wrt system, for he alone keeps the
uses moving. We have heard and
een buses breaking down, of drivers
eing at fault; but never once has
here been any reported failure of a
:onductor! His operational effici-
aney is eent per cent; for he is the
only money-collector who, with a
minimum of office-trappings yet
succeeds in squaring his accounts up
to the minute and on the spot. His
record must force our Income-Tax
department with its supernumerary,
over-paid and under-worked staff
whaose tale of arrears grows, like the
snow-ball, from year to year, to hang
lown their heads in envious admi-
ation. I cannot think of a more
nspiring exhibition of nishkama-
‘arma than the zeal with which these
mductors collect the cash and pass
on to their employers without peg-
1g any sort of claim for any sort
+ comrission or perquisite for
tmselves.
e is always youthful-looking
wtever his age, and he wears his
uorm with a jaunty insouciance
wh confers on its ill-fitting shape
a sdeterminate purpose cr aim. It
is ;en dogs-eared at the euffs and
loc sadly in need of washing and
preag. The more self-conscious of
theaternity sport a dirty hand-
kerst round the neck less in the
intes of hygiene than in those of
somgcure notions of sartorial ele-
gantmown only fo the fashionable
elite'hey wear their peaked caps
tilteC such angles as to make them
cling gentially to the nape of their
necks
Tht they are provided with
leath&éyches with long and sturdy
strapsy are found carrying them
susPefiround their necks. Instead,
the stiangles about them while

i
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3y and grunts,
+ and ever—rowded passengersinon
¢ into one another
' intimacy, you may behold con-
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they either impound them
their arm-pits or jingle the con-
tents up and down in their search for
and determination of change. They
carry in their left hand a waa of
tickets of varying denominations, ind
shufle them back and forth to ish
out the required carton in every case.
As the bus passes stage by stage, thae
which  are functus officio for tae
time heing are relegated to the rea.
They have a way of accumulating bet-
ween their fingers already ovet-
burdened with ticket-pads one-rupe
notes folded longitudinally, am
flaunting them with impunity.
think they must be getting a thril
out of such hravado.

under

mobile like an erect Buddha or mak-
ing his entries in his log-sheet with

nothing to hold on to except his Will=
power.

He has a repertory of whistles and

allied signals which are a veritable

cornucopia of cacophony. Some may
remind you of the dots and dashes
of the Morse code; others would imi~
tite the trills of birds, while the mf‘_l‘:
jrity of them would be essays IR
vantriloquism—for ‘they remind you
in some vague, inchoate fashion Of
sownds which you had already sam-~
plel in other contexts. Their an-
. nowncements of completed stages
have a funereal finality which stabs

The conductor’s memory for faces YOU with the elegiac note in an in-

and exact change is uncanny. Some- C0n8uous
times he would expect you to give an

exhibition of your own mathemati
cal skill and memory power; bu
more usually, he dispenses
change with the precision of a robot
I have never come across a singl
instance of a dispute as to the quan
tum of dues to be paid to the fares
nor has the conductor been at ar
time the victim of pick-pocket
attentions Why passengers alo
should be the targets of these ente
prising and light-fingered gentry al
not the conductors who at any gi?
moment carry in their pouchesS
¥nuch as a couple of hundred rus
is a mystery to me. I can only -
Pase iy to be an unconsidered inst:e
of co-existence of two classes of 0-
ple whose only point of diffece
would seem to be a matter of :0-
logy!

The conductor’s

control ohis
terrain is

unaffected by the ra-
tions of Newton’s laws omno-
tion. Through all the pantinnd
creaking and wheezing prog Of
bus, reeling round cory or
changing gears with stertoro@sps
what time the tless

with inwtary

3 ductor standing statuesquel im-
Y

"+ et ——

miliey. At peak hours
howeer, you are condemned to €x-
. berieme the torments of Tantalus,
t for bu after bus would heave int®

smal YVi€W oly to lumber along without &

stop. ence in a way we may be lucky
enough to encounter a conductc’
who treits his bus as if it were the
Push‘p ake Vimana; he allows us all ¥
get in o the principle of ‘the more
the merrer!’ His affable hospitality 5
accompatied by a grim smile at the
contemplgion of such voluntary
suffering enbraced with such fero-
clously commetitive zeal. The others
Who go awa; unheeding the waiting
as earn the gratitude of the press
who are in tle moving purgatory at

(Continied on page 34)
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THE GREAT

By SYED A. SATTAR

DO you grumble because your

friend hasn’t yet answered your
letter? Well, leaving letters un-
answered is not uncommon. It is in
a2 way inevitable. The individuals
concerned cannot always be held
responsible.

Netaji Subash Chandra Bose had
this habit. The pile of letters would
mount on his table day by day, and
instead of replying to them, he would
quietly relegate them to the waste-
Paper basket. He was also—despite
being a military man—scandalous!y
unpunctual. Unpunctuality is, how-
ever, attributed to a certain chemi-
cal composition of mind which makes
it impossible for the individual to
keep pace with time. Always he lags
behind. And you should learn to
Torgive your delinguent friends.

Mahatma Gandhi wrote the most
awful handwriting, preaching at the
same time what he never practised
i. e. to write a good hand! Napoleon's
bandwriting was illegible. But he
was impudent enough to declare:
“My thoughts run too fast for my
pen.” Other examples of poor peén-
men are Fox, Charles Lamb, Conrad
and Maugham, all of whom felt a
sense of shame at their handwriting
—Lamb in fact described his as an
‘inveterate clumsiness’.

Ford’s Lamentable English

No doubt, Henry Ford was a great
genius and a motor magnate whose
autobiography My Life And Career
is an American classic. Yet his Eng-
lish was till his youth lamentable.
Here is an extract of 2 letter he
wrote in his early days:

“I again take the pleasuré of Wfillt;
ing to you a few lines. it seerm‘:i ke
a year since I see you. It dom
seem mutch lke cutter sleighing

' there is a great many Sick in this

‘meighbourhood I called on five sick

persons this afternoon three in one
house.”

Mark the obvious pitfalls and be
consoled if your English happens to
be pidgin!

H. G. Wells, with all his vigorous
style of writing, his splendid grasp
of facts and a most fascinating
mind had an qunarithmetical tempe-l
rament.” To solve even the simplest!
of mathematical problems Wwas 'to;
him a headache. He had a sieve-like:
memory which could not remember
names, dates and numbers. Although
he spent the petter portion of his
life tramping about Londqn, he
nevertheless confessed in his 65th
year: “If I wanted to walk frox_n Hex—I
ton to Chesla, without asking my
way, I should have to sit dgwnﬂtq
puzzle over a map for some time.

Genius, you should remember, acts
often in a queer way. Not mfre-Fi
quently it blossoms forth or}ly whert.
the individual has passed ms'youttg
Walter Scott, Jonathan Swift an
Thomas Alva Edison are excellent
examples 1n point. Scott was no‘,
prilliant in his youth.. Indeed, Uorh
of his professors in Edinburgh Unl
versity said of him, “Dunce “heDwa‘-
and dunce he would remaln. ea
swift, the master o_f impeccable Eng
lish prose, was ploughed in the ]?u
lin University. As for Ed.ison, 1tt;1
common knowledge that hls. teache
marking him down as. an incorrig
pble dullard, turned him out of t

bt

class.
Nehru And Churchill
The life of Mr. Nehru as well

|
ir Winston Churchill, exemplifig)
:tfxes same truth. Throughout (
academic career, Mr. Nehru scarce i
shone; he came out of the examing
tions, as he himself says in his Aul !
biography, ‘neither with glory til 3
with ignominy.’ . Stmilarly, Bir tw' :
ston was no prodigy. As a matter
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sicii;e\:zlhen he‘app.eared for his first
e ¢€xamination, he Jeft the
amewe Paper })lank~he couldn’t
o zutreyen a single question! Yet
0us that the same ma ’

boured out millions of words at grearz
.;];;:gd,sg;;sliol anéi grace. We can say
: e miles, « 1
quite as often n symi)tompr(?tc Ogil:ga;:

as indicatio i 5
vouth.” n of intellectual vigour in

No, I am not exalting the dunces
on th'at account! What T should liké
to drive home is that if your son or
daughter happens to get plucked in
an examination, do not fuss or fume
fm. thgt account. Marks in the exa-
mm‘atlon are not the true test cft
one’s intelligence. Besides “who
knows your son or daughter \;liﬂ nct

distinguish himself
Pty sh or herself at a

Intemperance and Intelligence
. Ilntempfzr.ance is perhaps an csgen-
Rfi condition of intellectua] vigour.
ussea_\u, Shelley, Kemal Pasha and
Katherin Mansfield—t0 ment iko n
?reii\:——;ere voluptucus in the €X~
re aﬁ ousseau and Kemal, in fact,
b adventurous life, wandering
- T}?e streets, ogling ang drink-
U.glmeey kngw no sanctity of Jife.
as S8 might also be described
a hall-mark of genius. Socrates

|
[

|
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had a decidedly uncomely face; Ed-
ward Gibbon had a ridiculous rather,
a Pickwickian appearance; and DI.
Johnson was, to say the least, hard-
featured. Bernard Shaw also lacked
physical grace. He was thick-skinned-
When Mr. Hannen Swaffer, a noted
spiritualist, invited him to a table-
turning seance, he replied: “Thanks—
but T gave up the table-turning in
my childhood.”

Mr. Swaffer was also a past-master
in the art of repartee. He rejoined:
“As you are in your second childhood
I thought you might like to come.”

Lord Curzon and General Kitche-
ner were impetuous. Once a dispute
arose between them, which they re-
solved to settle through fighting 2
duel. In the duel that followed.
Kitchener was floored. Promptly. he
chucked his post as the commander-
in-chief, and left for England, crest-
fallen.

_ Verbal fight is only civilised Wal-
in this field Jinnah remained unbea~
ten. A high-court Judge once admo-
nished him and said: “Mr. Jinnah,
remember that you are not address”
ing a third-class magistrate.” MI-
Jinnah retorted: My Lord, allow W€
to warn you that you are not address-
ing a third-class pleader.” Jinnah wWas
supremely arrogant especially towards
those in authority.

ociholofoaiiioctiocilioallioaiil
1922)
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By SERGE L.

o I .

et T IR .
IXTEEN articles of Chapter X of

the Soviet Coustitution are devo-

ted to “fundamental rights and duties
of citizens.” Article 125, which covers
freedom of the press, reads as fol-
lows:

In conformity with the interests
of the working people and in order
to strengthen the socialist system,
citizens of the USSR are guaran-
teed by law:

(a) freedom of speech;

(b) freedom of the press;

(¢c) freedom of assembly, includ-
ing the holding of mass meet-
ings;

(d) freedom of street processions
and demonstrations.

These civil rights are ensured by
placing at the disposal of the work-
ing people and their organizations
printing presses, stocks of paper,
public buildings, streets, communi-
cation facilities, and other mate-
rial requisites for the exercise of
these rights.

The text of this article itself con-
tains the limits of the exercise of
these rights; they may be exercised
only “in conformity with the interests
of the working people.” It 1s the
Communist Party which determines
what these interests are, in its capa-
city as the “leading core” ©f the
workers (Article 126). On the other
hand, the clause concerning the
“strengthening of the socialist Sys-
tem” implies that freedom of the
press may not be used against the
Soviet state and the government,
which are the embodiments of the
socialist regime, nor agalnst the
Communist Party, which 1s 1ts guar-
dian,

Thus, according to the direct mean-
ing of the Constitution, the popula-
tion is merely granted the right to
uphold the established system.,

3

not to

SOVIET LAW AND THE PRESS |

LEVITSKY

criticize it. The nature of freedom
of the press  was best expressed by
Andrei Vyshinsky in his
The Law of the Soviet State:

texthook

In our country, naturally, there
is no place, nor can there be any,
for freedom of speech, press, and
so on for the foes of socialism.
Every sort of attempt, on their
part to utilize [it] to the detriment
of the State—that is, to the detri-
ment of all the workers, must be
classified as a counter-revolutionary
crime to which the provisions of
the Criminal Code are applicable.
Vyshinsky himself cited Article 58,

paragraph 10, “or one of the corres-
ponding articles of the Criminal
Code,” as the texts applicable to the
wfoes of socialism” who try to use
the freedom of the press in their own
interests. However, apart from the
articles applicable to “counter-revo-
lutionary crimes” the Soviet Criminal ,
Code also contains several articles
punishing traditional violations of’t
freedom of the press. q
Article 58 of the Criminal Code pro- ;

vides as follows:

Propaganda and agitation involv-
ing appeals to overthrow, subvert
or weaken Soviet authority, to com-
mit any counter-revolutionary
crime, as well as the circulation,
preparation, Or storage of litgra-
ture with such contents, is punish-
able by deprivation of liberty for a
period of up to two years. The same
offence committed in time of war or

mass disturbances, or through the
abuse of religious or national super-
stitions of the masses, OX in a state
of war, or in localities placed undei
martial law, is punishable by the
measures of social defense define
in Article 58 of the present code.

that all punishment
ding the death penalt;
n such cases. More

This means
up to and inqlu
may be applied i
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jrone source, Soviet authoritieg

over, it should be noted that the ad-
vocacy not only of violent over-
throw of the Soviet, system, but also
of any alteration to the

system, is
‘considered prohibited agitation. The
text quoted singles out “religious

and national
ever written
tion opposes

superstitions.” When-
bropaganda and agita-
official Soviet policy on
religion and on the Soviet nationa-
lities it automatically becomes g
counter—revolutionary act. Swueh
crimes are punished with particular
severity. However, if no counter-
revolutionary intent can be proved,
Article 58 is not applicable; instead,

Article 59 is preferred which provides
as follows:

Propaganda and agitation aiming
at the instigation of national or
religious hostility or discord, as
well as the circulation, preparation
or storage of literature of this kind,
is punishable by deprivation of
liberty for a period of up to two
years. The same acts, if commit-
ted during a state of war or at o
time of mass disturbances, are
bunished by deprivation of liberty
for not less than two years with
total or partial confiscation of pro-
perty; in the case of particularly
aggravating circumstances, the
pPenalty may be raised to include
the supreme measure of socigl

defence: death by shooting, with
confiscation of property.

Thus, the offender is no better off

ardent believer than
er-revolutionary
gage in religious
moreover, Arti-
Constitution which
atheistic propaganda, but
allows religious observances

j goal. Those who en
i Propaganda violate,

only

- {without “religious propaganda.” It is

true that the Soviet government
allows exceptions to this rule. How-

tever, the publication of religicus lite-

rature is confined almost entirely to
books used in worship. According to

have
;allowed Protestants to pring Bibles

' “h‘rom plates sent to the Soviet Union

T

British and Foreign Bible
Society. A Soviet monthly pubutcraz:-
tion, Journal of the Moscow Pd -
archate, contains wery little lnfort_
mation about religious life in preseflts
day Russia. The usual fare FOnSliy
of telegrams sent and received -
the Patriarch, a column on the cOnx
tribution of the Russian Qrth"don
Church to the Peace CampaigDhs, 1'afe
essay on some past event in the ln
¢f the Russian Orthodox Church, 2
occasional book review, and so on.

The articles quoted do not ap‘ply t:
“Soviet nationalism,” which is n(i)—
only allowed, but encouraged by var .
Cus means as the expression of SOV’;;
patriotism, particularly since ¢
beginning of World War II.

“Criminal Intent”

According to Soviet jurists ths
content of the counter—revolumonar.s
crime includes the writing as Wenla‘_
the reproduction of counterirevof‘ér
tionary literature. It is sufficient 4
such writings to be completed o
intended for circulation. iju'mnar
intent may be purely implicit, Oi
“veiled,” to use the terminology Or
Soviet jurists. It is not necessary fo
persons assisting in the prepalfatlor;
of such literature to have a pal’tlc‘,u?i
counter-revolutionary aim in mind
In the case of storage, a crime has
been committed if the persons. con-
cerned realize that the stored lxtqra-
ture is counter-revolutionary agita-
tion and propaganda.

We may add that even when th‘;
law requires proof of criminal inten
to overthrow the regime, Soviet courts
often content themselves with the
existence of potential danger in the
article or speech. On the other
hand, Soviet courts often consider
the parentage, soeia) origin and eco-
nomie circumstances of the accused

person before reaching a conclusion

about guilt, e “class-enemy” will
be Presumeq guilty.

solvri’e?dd“mn t0 penal legislation, the
extra-j Bovernment has aiso applied
eri Judicia] measures for repressing
TS 9%AINSt the regime.  The

‘Soviet sources these

ecemher -29 1

organs of the MVD could .impose
sentences up to and including the
death penalty without formal tna}
of the accused. Regular courts had
no control over the conduct of _thes\e ‘
Proceedings, which could even judge
persons in absentia. According t‘(f
special powers
of MVD organs were gradually'taken
away after the death of Stalin.

Slander and insult must be distin-
guished from so-called criticism and
self-criticism, in which a peztson, ‘.’1
group of persons or an institution al(i‘;
explicitly called to account for no
carrying out their jobs prope.rly.
Such criticism is among the xpost im-
portant functions of the Sovxe.t.pre.ss
and is encouraged by authorities In
every possible way. The persons
thus criticized cannot bring action
before the courts even if the accusa-
tions are entirely devoid .of' trutglz
Soviet legisiation not recogmzxqg t ét
“right of reply,” since criminal mten1
must exist in order to prosecute, anc
Party =zealots who criticize their
fellow workers and citizens or §upe&
riors are presumed to have fum1§heit
the information bona fide even if it
be false. It is true that Soviet pews;
papers complain that the exerqlse <e>s
“socialist criticism” often bt_%»cgli';w
slander, pure and simple. Sovie t‘o;l
does not consider the pubh‘fafl ”
and circulation of defamatf)ry n Oed
mation as libel even when it is baihe
on fact. For Soviet authmTS, e
collection, publication and cmés .
tion of such informatiop amoun
rendering a public service.

Scope of Criticism Limited ery strict

Nevertheless, there are Vd nature
limitations on the scope agarty Jine
of criticism allowed. The never be
and government policy maicution by
challenged; only thett %}Z criticized.
lesser bureaucrats may rnment i
In this way the Soviet gOVI'ty of e
able to control the lpﬂatratmn and
lower echelons of admINISUie W e
a(z;wthe same time give theema voice in
impression that they ha‘;fairs. Perso-
the conduct of public 2
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nal grievances can thus be aired andg :
gecumulated tensions relieved with-f{"
out harm to the regime.

Finally, Articles 185 and 190 dealj-
with violations of the ru}es concern-~
ing the duplication and clrculatan cfy,
products of the press, censorship ICfi\Ei
photographs (Article 185)', and dru es:“:‘
established for the opening an ex-'_‘.
ploiting of printing plgnts, llghglgrla;:;‘l;
phic presses, and sxmlla‘r esta lsi .
ments (Article 190). V;olatxo{lsb T
both cases entail correctional tiﬁsoﬁ 41_
for a pericd of up to three mon. iaeq[
a fine of up to 300 rogbles, plo\;n lod,
{he offender is not guilty of ?unter ;
serious crime, such as a € ]
revolutionary art.

1
H
The rules which Article 199 t};g:

protects completely neutr;ix:econ ,:

provisions of Article 125 of the thaa‘

stitution. The last paragrap oardy .

article, as we have segn, ; ave

the “placing at the dlqusations 03“1

workers and their orgamlzznd s ol ’!

presses, stocks of paper, h . o gua: !

material requisites” as t fGthe b ,
ntee of the freedom O P -

?et do Soviet workers rersz:s ystoe i

intin ! ot
frfee :gceissa;% pgltllllter gmilterialf Iitleq: )

(:ites enabling them to rrkl‘ake rel;s? i

Bf their freedom of the ﬁswer.

jaw of 1932 provides thg %‘ng e |
tes explicitly that'prmx e

'(S)t;a :ny kind, including flh(;sse v

i i suc 3
dupli}(}:: tl:;g gfl(l:h;r;est’hose dealingi

printing _ eauipment, mey b

tained on_ly sby agr?t;]epublic organiz ;

co-operatves latter are completet
e governmeny

ander C(;r;fam;l)rgfvitir;d gwi‘ch stock;
they However, even govery,
i i a special p

ment agencxesaé‘:g;:il;on o? })1‘§ntiB
ipment or the use of 'prmi.;

v nd they exercise their prir

?fﬁces,tgities under strict supm:vm

o acare pound to a periodi

2,230unting and reporting on ¢

metal.
paper and type meR. o lletin

.




‘Nhen poetry is as good as this, it does
‘:10'!; matter much whether Rouveyre
rrints it upon Whatman paper or
vhether it steals to light in blurred

ype ’from Some press in  Bhowani-
ore.”

‘P.Ier genius for learning and mas-
ring languages not her own could
£ segn also in her translations under
'?.e title A Scene From Contempora;y
; }storz/ dealing with the speeches of
tctor Hugo and M. Thiers, and a few

1Jems by the former. Besides other

‘:anslations, mainly from the French,

}?,}Il‘e an pnﬁnished romance in Eng-
,‘iq ‘entltleq Bianca, or the youngy
qusl% mazden vaguely autobiogra-
;‘ JAcal in its pathos, and a later dis-
3_yery, that of a complete novel in
1‘ fnch Le Journal de Mademoissele
];rvers, a truly remarkable feat.

)

! 5‘ Legacy

;01‘1‘1 I?utt’s mature and most cha-
L:terls’cm work is, however, Ancient
‘hrend.s‘ and Ballads of Hindustan
ich she re-tells, in her melliﬂuous’
fabers, the tales of Savitri and Sita
(\lavya and Prahlada ete., told he1:
‘,her mo.ther from the countless
.;k of Hindy epics and mythology
:,_'nd and folklore. These poern‘s,
D breathe the spirit of Hingy,
if'mq and devotion tempered by
_:‘lstlan Brace and are characterised
‘aa Vedlc‘solemnity and simplicity,”
i according to Edmund Gosse, “b’e

ultimately found to constitute Toru’s
chief legacy to posterity.”

Though the essential point of the
original stories is not lost sight of,
the dauntless young poetess does not
hesitate to inject something of herf
own ‘never say die’ spirit into the
heroes and heroines. There is 2
curiously mystic touch in the legend
of Jogadhya Uma in which one has 2
glimpse of the elusive maiden Wwho
takes the shell bracelet and dis-
appears into the waters of the lake.
The seven miscellaneous poems 2t
the end of the volume are the shor-
test and sweetest of her writings Il
verse. The nostalgic sketch in sonnet
of her Baugmaree garden house 15
matched by the facetious piece 1t
which the palm is given to the lotus,
flower among flowers, “rose-red” an
“lily-white” in one. But unique i
many ways is “Our Casuarina Tree
of which she prays:

. and though weak the verse
That would thy beauty fain, or fain
rehearse

May Love defend
Oblivion’s curse.

thee from

So too, will Toru Dutt’'s work be
saved from the curse of oblivion in
spite of the occasional traces of im-
maturity in expression and lapse Of
metre and idiom, for here was genius
engaged in a struggle of victory with
ignorance and inexperience.

.
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HE man with the turban was on

his legs on the stage. As the
presiding dignitary of the show he
had been disturbed from his peace-
ful slumber in the cushioned seat
provided for him, to say a “few
words” before the last scene of the
play brought to an end the even-
ing’s entertainment.

In fairness to the man with the
turban it must be said that he did
not mean to sleep, but nature is 2
hard taskmaster and he had to obey
its iron discipline. He had exceeded
his daily quota of public meetings
and this was one too many. When
he arrived to fulfil his engagement,
the drama had already been in pro-
gress for over an hour and he apolo-
gised to the organisers who graci-
ously told him that they did not
expect him earlier, he being such 2
busy and important person.

They led him to his seat, gave him
literature connected with the play
and withdrew. He glanced at the
title of the play, made a mental note
of it and then looked at the stage.
An old man was lying on the floor
and it appeared to him, was in great
distress. With him were a young
woman who was smiling in triumph,
and a young man who looked sad and
kept on looking at the man on the
floor with obvious concern and sym-
pathy. The young man was, however,
strong and determined to carry out
scme mission which was about to be
entrusted to him. it

The man with the turbam“or._l
you would prefer we shall .call hltlxle
Mr. Turban for short—took 1o all d
saw in the space of a second ?121
yawned. That was a danger Sliard
It was time for bed. He trwﬁd ita-
to resist what he knew was me‘li1 ol
ble and what must grieve thetoc pre-
who so kindly had asked hirf':_on But

side over the evening’s fufnct,rlxey' only
he argued within himsel 4id not say
asked him to preside, they ¢ 75 ;0
be should not sleep. It W&

- —r
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MAN WITH THE TURBAN

g v

possible to preside and also to sleep.
In fact he could rely on the wisdomy
of the Speakers of Parliaments whoy
presided and also snatched arrears,
of sleep in between long bouts of;
speeches only waking up to give rul-
ings on points of order such as Whe-_-}’
ther it was parliamentary for a mem g
per to sleep in the House. He re-x
called that in one instance the‘ Spea-‘
ker had quoted May’s Parlzam?n-
tary Practice and ruleFl that sleepin .
was permissible provided the mem-
per did not snore. Well, there wars,’
no danger of his snoring, Mr. Tu‘rbgnt
thought, and he would pe well w1tp1
his rights if he slept without causin :
inconvenience to anyone.

He had had a strenuous day an
no wonder he was tired. 'He ha
left home early in the morning and
had been in harness so to speak everl
since, jumping from one place Y{
another, speaking and speakmg.had
was a season of speeches and h(_a oee
his share of them. He was stru_: Y
his daily habits and' never de(\i/}aary
from them except in extraor4 12 Ty
circumstances. He got up at A .th'e
bathed, adornec}l1 'hlmf(flihe:g e

e mark on hls , ;

sl s 1 P

ere he H
{ﬁz Iri(;onr?aszlxlla for 15 minut.es. Cof{)tiae;:”:
would be ready for him In t\&oo ughﬁ;\
tumblers. He drank'coﬁee a:i onstiir'?’
it were a meal and in fact it ¢ -:i%
tuted his breakfast. ;‘?‘b

He went to the veran(;lah, drew tlt?é;"
an easy chair and picked up it ;aff
morning newspaper. _He gaxllxed um
first reading, folded 1t: and‘ a o HJ
under his arm and taking his wa '?E
i stick set out on his travels: Thxqp'}(
gﬁng the month cf Marghazi whem‘é
pbhajanas and discourses are th .

der of the day, his diary was fu]*:;
of neagements. He could speak orf:
of tipic and discourse on any sub-
?mi,: The only things he could no ;“
Jdei)c ;;vere perhaps to sing and dance:i

~ . R PR T -

4
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hut he could
a doubt. speak on them without

i He .

fnhis d‘;;;:r :né);otfgssmnal .speaker with
money bt Oﬁat‘ he dld' not accept
A ered his services
Fast Sith; wlﬁzmi)sv;er wanted them.
_i?th,ering on beha;lf dofwtizoméo me
rOesré St Ii&ssoeiation and he would l;l:(l)g
ghe Olde V;;Ote of thanks on behalf of
the i omen’s Association. He was
:Eionspres.dent of numerous associ

: , existent and non-existent ar?cnl

tecretary and vi :
)thers. vice-president of many

PTt i .
pu l;cli(lzs ns:;;cii ntl‘lat hg never missed a
Shat one evengi. It is related of him
ovrne ng he walked into a
‘-neeting pand.al thinking some
e reaiswgs pemg held there. When
1:etreatede his mistake he quickl‘y
{)andal o ;321 ;xrzlenft to the adjoining
‘?Jas being held a.?ﬁitl?L rog R
pletely at hom Cynies have
ot e I e there. Cynics have
iribed g e doctors have pres-
oy meert.in'z:rlzz'npatt least half—é-
P ) art of hi i
'-Enztetii?d when in the lean lsseizﬂy
gs and conferences are hac:'g

0 come b

‘ y, Mr. T ),

o urban’s

i es a steep plunge do oot

e oD T wnwards.

“with audienrcleslswr;?cf :x;ctly T

Pt i b .

¥ :llsrgte him as part ofe l‘thhlm riee

!L—The(; a?n audiences have °

"l e wizs hope he would confi

’: Ehanks for"th Ezorfotf;:)sing the vote 1’(1);

i c ‘

i _ﬂﬁc:iut losing mucﬁ‘cogiﬁ:esh‘x; hap

: ;ng d :iltzt when he started 1pr(:1 oo
of thanks to_ the disrz?xi-

et A

price
to pay.

e
[§
4
[~}
ot
-
@
g
&
3
[ =4
=3
o

bresident, who

' Stick o his seat
i fo
the sake of decorum, enlighteneé

|
I'him on the revealing fact. After that,

it was widely beleved. that Mt Tur-
{lgan avoided proposing vote of thanks
le an

[

0 we\cgmmg the
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;hfz;e was no time-limit and which
Wu iences must put up with if they
ere not to miss the main speakers.

.a nl\(/ilr. Turban could be resourceful
_clever when the occasion called
for it. The secretary of a newly-
forxfled association, seeing Mr. Tur-
ban’s name appear so often in the
newspapers, decided to invite him t0
preside over the inaugural meeting
;Jlf the association. He went to his
Iv?ruseT and made known his desire.
o turkt))an was only too glad to
ac pt, but he knew what the public
action would be and so he asked
the secretary if he had invited the
press to cover the function. When
told that invitations had been sent
20 the press, he advised the secre-
rzry ;60 go personally and invite the
thpgr ers for they might take it into
eir heads to ‘miss’ the meeting.

tovzg::n Mr. Turban set out on foct
e too l:neetmg p!ace two miles away,
ther th a bet with himself on whe-
i w0 hoere would be an audience and
includinw r;;uch. He was sure of four
tary thg imself, namely, the secre-
thar;k e welcomer and the vote of
even :t proposer. If the reporters,
that o least one of them, cameé
i as addeq strength. The meet-
tir%levgas'advertlsed at 6 p.m. and he
Dlace 3’25 walk to reach the meeting
botherod ftlme, but he need not have
This did or he was the first to arrive.
and he \;lot inconvenience him at all
ation Toasf not new to such a situ-
alwa3;s ace such emergencies he
the morn(?arned with him a copy °f
penctl ing newspaper and a blue
edited with which he marked and
tooK it for his future use. He novw
rea,digut the paper, pulled out Tis
r g glasses and began to read
om where he had left it.

_At half past six the secretary hur-
ried in and fussed over Mr. Turban,

apologising for his late-coming.
the next half an hou

and then 2 man, who
pe 2 reportel peeped
tnab the hell W8S sp
he wWas apout fo withar

»ecember 29 1956

m:;hxr. Turban and the secretary
v mz}de a dash for him and
 Ts hlm in. They firmly took hold
nd Lo t21L_nds on either side of him
o im to the dais. They waited

another 15 minutes and finding

rrlll(leiid es(ijtuta‘(.ion had not improved
. o commence the proceed-

in’;'h:nzzcretary welcomed the gather-
cenere he thanked the press for so
o usly accepting their invitation
ackod ¢ IIl)l'esent.. He then formally
associat‘e president to inaugurate the
pasosla lon. Mr. Turban rose, put
I‘EScue;ldS in his coat pocket and
Pages WI::' typewritten speech of six
hagt 50 ich he began to read. He
Siator nfe.as far as “Brothers and
o lz{d' riends, comrades, mothers
report,erles .and gentlemen”, when the
they o1 ?tlldly suggested to him that
ooy regd take the speech as having
This ser and the copy given to him.
ban anénecl a capital idea to Mr. Tur-
his b he pgtted the reporter on
o ack for his wisdom.
reS()lﬁtisecretary said he had some
N n:.)ns to move. It was 2 ticklish
T sout and required one more person
and 100r1§d a:11 of them. He came out
and lo ed into the street, hoping that
sor ody they knew would pass that
vsec}(’) a(tild‘ he could be commandeered to
e nd the resolutions. Unfortunately,
ey Stl.‘eet could not be more deserted
an if there had been a curfew.
Reluctantly they returned to the hall
and then a bright idea struck Mr.
Turban. “Why, our reporter friend

can himself second the resolutions.

I' think that will be the jdeal solu-
‘tion” and he proceeded to
ment the decision. The

moved the resolutions 2
‘porter was forced to say
The president now brou
ceedings to a close
concluding remarks
-thanks. He congratulated
tary on coming forwar

ation which

" .and women Of

the locality-

imple-
secretary
nd the ré-
- o1 second”.
ght the Pro-
by telescoping his
with the VO of
the secre-
to serve thie
the new cl-
community through s sure would

he
. attract the support of the youns men

SWATANTRA

The next morning the newspaper
whose representative had attended
the meeting carried a falir-sized’
report of the president’s address and '

the resolutions.

of the people. )

He was sleeping soundly and th ‘f
play was fast drawing to 2 close .
The organisers were faced with th '
task of waking him up gently an ¥
telling him that the time for mak
ing a speech had come. The Secr¢ ‘<
tary sat in the chair next to him an "
pegan nudging him. Mr. Turba
perhaps thought it was the bug whi v
was tickling him and he gave it 1°
further thought. The secretary il"
creased the pressure till at last N gl
Turban woke Up with a start ar
looked ground. The secre

It is Mr. Turban’s
poast that the resolutions created i
stir in Parliament where one member *

tary smil- |t

A
i
i
i
(

referred tc them while accusing the’
Government of neglecting the welfare .

politely and told him that after t-"
currernt scene he would have to "
up the stage and say a few wor i
and they had only one€ more SCE’ i
left before the play ended. i

Mr. Turban remembered that wtdi
he last saw the play there had bl;’j

some emotional A

domestic scene £
wanted to kKnow from the secret!:;,‘
the further course Of the play &.4
how it had

ended or was going i
end. Posting h

imself with tnis vehi
able jnformation,

he got up on Kb
dais and spoke. ‘

He spoke for 148
stressing F

mainly [i
jmportance of strengthening faith
ties and g

on the great work
India Was$

doing in the cat
of world peace. He would lﬂ,i,
gone on in that strain if there r"j
not been a

sudden outburst
appla\lse .

LTI Ty
e

Mr. Turban knew !’

symptom and he had been 2 pa;
aker for 30 years for nothing./..
juded his remarks 313

¥

hastily conc
that he would not wish to stand
and the last scene G

sure they he

s S

~

ween them
draméa whic

sl
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WHY THERE IS ONLY ONE
PARTY IN THE USSR

(We extract the following from the ¢ ;
s . - e ‘So 7
nists in Russia are confronted with the samgzi)io[i)%ggz as the Co

Party men in India.
rule in India.—EDITOR)

‘;_IISTORY has shown that the num-
:L‘ ber of parties in a country is an
tual result of social development,
pther words, a natural and not an
‘,‘,txﬁcial phenomenon.
[)For example, the S. R. (Socialist-
;}pvolutionary) Party strove, alleged-
it to represent the interests of the
rasantry. The slogan “Land and

i

{ .‘berty” was inscri

i.f cribed on the banner
i

|

B .th_is party. But although the
\plallst-gevolutionaries called them-
.“._ve.s soc1a¥ists, in essence there was
! ithing socialistic in either their pro-
Hm . .o
I \'_vmmf_ or tactics. The Socialist-
Kk utionary Party proposed to
. side up the land among the pea-
i. lgts without infringing on the land-
s’ property and without offending
4 [\tlarge landowners. In reality this
,j?g] served as the ideologist and
. -aniser of the rich pe e
ifﬁks. peasants, the
the working
g class had its o
ity, founded by V. I. Lenin. s
‘i }'ii result of the three revolutions
' 2=;,917t00k place in Russia from 1905
11,917, the people saw the real face
\ g:@.ch political party.
g
| "“.‘ess kx;own ‘Wwhat fate awaited the
\: 1“.1 o gapltalists and landlords
‘ ':*‘1 wielding the sword agai .
| {le, they doomed th s e
'ﬁ;‘ etion emselves 1o
ig&; a Socialist-Revolutionary Party
i :‘0 ined a somewhat different
‘ n. It supported the working
,!!fi and kept alongside the people
ng as the fight was directed
3st the tsarist autocracy.
2 opportunist

essence of

¢ list—Revolutionary Party W‘;z
" yu;ev February
represen-

.

The Commu-
ngress

g : . With just a few change
ruling party in India can use this article tg ;ug{ifgr(%ggrno%%fg oy

arty

tatives, participating in the bourgeois
ggvernment, defended the inviola-
bility of capitalist possession and
came out for the continuation of the
imperialist war “to a victorious end,”
dragged out the solution of the pro-
blem on the confiscations of jand-
lords’ land in favour of the peasants.

The political face of this party was
especially clearly seen after the vic-
tory of the socialist revolution. At
that time, a certain part of the Socia-
list-Revolutionaries, calling themsel-
ves “left”, united with the Commu-
nists in order to preserve their influ-
ence among the peasants who sympa-
thized with the Communist Party.
The “left” Socialist—RevolutionarieS
were included in the Soviet Govern-
ment. But shortly after this, they
perfidiously attempted to engineer @
rebellion against Soviet power. Dur-
ing the Civil War, a great number of
Socialist-Revolutionaries supported
the army of foreign interventionists.
They were included in white guard
ngernments and organized kulak up-
risings against Soviet power.

Naturally, the people rejected this
party. By their anti-popular actions,
the Socialist-Revolutionaries them-
selves undermined and destroyed the

political basis for their existence in
the country.

Th
becor\;se S‘r,hle answer to the question
clear: why is there only one

Party, the P
the USSR» arty of Communists, in

By i

restz. ?fs ;;“«lﬂess Struggle for the inte-

munist Paetworking people, the Com-

proved th';t S;toifs the 1SOviet Union has’

which really the onl :
holds the interests of tgepg:g{-

]5ecember 29 1956
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I

T

# pofe of a ‘yes-man’ he

Mmﬁﬁﬁer 241956

le above everything else and has won
Ahe confidence and the support of all
viet men and women.

begsmting in its rg,nks the best mem-
SantrOf the working class, the pea-
y and the intelligentsia, the
COI}lmunist Party evolves a policy
:’é:cﬁ expresses the vital interests of
th ent.nre Soviet people. This reflects
e unity of the Party and the peo-
Ple in the Soviet state.
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But it is not only a matter of |
wholehearted political confidence on.
the part of the working people in the
Communist Party. The point is that
in the Soviet Union a socialist society
has been built, and the economic and.
political bases tor the existence of
hostile social classes, standing oppos-
ed to one another, have been liqui-
dated, and consequently, for a party
expressing the interests of these
classes.

BROOK REVIEW

A CstVSADE AGAINST THE COMMON-

EALTH (Being a record of the

DR()‘}thal work of Republican H. D.

li:}iah)' By Nilkan Perumal. Pub-

Pub‘i.d by The Swatantra Jyothi

st ishing House, 3, P. S. Mudali
reet, Madras-17. Price Rs. 3.

THIS well-got up and readable
H Da;co_lmt of the political career of
of fact ajah, MP, is a discreet blend
hand s, inside information and first-
Who contacts. with the personalities
Mr ;ere prominent in the public €ye.
ses. inruma} has scored many succes-
which 2 kind of potted biography
adulat ‘S' Sympathetic without being
ox tory, factual without being dull,
soﬁ:i:ltory without being pedantic OF
cert \n. The title of the book has &
tor ain topicality, for it is intended

emphasize the continuing radical
fervour of Mr. Rajah who, unlike the
bulk of satiated nationalists in the
country, still stands out for the eli-
mination of all kinds of foreign

exploitation of our country’s Te”
sources.

Mr. Rajah’s earlier career 2s q fire-
brand and much-wanted man by the
C. L. D. at inter-provincial levels 1§
sketched briefly and yividly. The pre-
sent generation of youth might note
with more than ordinary interest hoW
he had rubbed shoulders with the
more colourful leaders of the earlier

era. Had he been content to play the
too might 1ave

o an one of the mob of ministers who
s milg now “-- — with us!

But Mr. Rajah has always been an
intellectual with an abiding interest
in ideas and
poth for their own sake and as
means 1o achieve desirable
ends. His approach to public ques-
tions is marked by robust common-
sense and devotion to first principles;
and his speeches in the Rajya Sabha
have been welcome diversions in ad-
dition to being hard-hitting perform-
ances from the debating point of '
view. Today he is one of the mpst ‘
active figures in the slowly forming
front against the Congress party. He
denounces it for exploit'mg the perso-
nality cult for unworthy gnds, aril1
has been drawing attention tg 1! 'i
fascist trends which are corrupting }
and demoralising the country. .

Mr. perumal intersperse-as his m.irl-
rative with delightful asides whic ;
pring out the persongl charm an 4
clubbability of Mr. Rajah. A dlslcr;r
minating patron, a generous help .
of struggling stragglers 'and lg;ng
ducks, an ideal host, he is unspol e

respon-
refe-

ar AT
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A WEEK IN THE HIMALAYAS'

By Capt. G. N. S. CHARI

LEAVING Joshi Mutt on the morn-

ing of 8th June, we climbed down
about a mile to reach Vishnuprayag
and crossed the Dhaul Ganga to the

"Alaknanda once again. From here to .

:Hanuman Chatti, at the base of
Badrinath, the going was not hard
.compared to over 2,000 ft. incline in
]three miles that lay ahead of us from
‘Hanuman Chatti. We reached Hanu-
“man chatti (8,000 ft.) completely
"tlred, ate our lunch and relaxed for a
‘while before resuming the march. As
~at almost every resting point, there
1s a prayag at Hanuman Chatti, the
{tributary here being the Khiraun
{Ganga. After a wash in its icy
waters, we started on the stiff climb
yto Badrinath at an elevation of a
, & little over 10,000 ft.

ll"l‘exnple at Badrinath

i We were getting nearer and nearer
E‘the Himalayan snows, and we could
see glaciers hanging at odd angles
F; from almost every peak within sight.
?;-Snow brought down by avalanchss
“during the last winter remained un-
fimelted at many points near the
d,route, and at places lay across the
X Alaknanda, spanning it to form a
j natural snow bridge. For many of
Mus it was the first contact with snow,
!Land we exulted as we walked over it
fior poked our sticks into the snow-
tymouths on the hill side from which
?{'little streams emerged. We crossed
)the last of the hills at about 1 p.m.
and Badrinath came into sight, at a
Adistance of a mile, with the temple
.§on the right bank of the river amidst
a cluster of houses. We crossed the
1§ Alaknanda first and then a tributary
to enter the main bazaar at the end
t§of which is the temple.

The temple itself and the image of
Vishnu within were unimposing, par-
ticularly to one coming from the
Bouth. The temple has special signi-

Bmnmmnn amAd dmanartanna ae a nlans aof

The precarious bridge over the Alknanda
at Gobind Ghat.

pilgrimage, by virtue of its being
located in the sacred Himalayas. Tl_'le
hardship undergone in reaching if
especially in the olden days when all
the 170 miles from Rishikesh had tO
be walked, invests it with a unique
status among the many holy places
of the sub-continent. The image of
Narayan is placed exactly above @
hot spring whose waters flow into the
Tapta Kund, right in front of the
temple and within a few yards of the
ice-cold Alaknanda. The hot water
is a great boon to the pilgrims, who
refresh and purify themselves in it
before gcing into the temple to offer
worship. The panoramic view of
Badrinath, with the Nar Parbat be-
hind the temple and the Narayan
Parbat in front on the river’s eastern
bank, with the 21,000-ft. Nilkanth
peak overlooking the temple from
behind is something to which no des-
cription or photograph could do jus-
tice. Clad in eternal snows, Nilkant
the queen of Himalayan peaks glis-
tens like gold at sunset and sunrise

against the sky's blue, a blue of such’

clarity and texture as we never seg
in the plains. .

!
e

.. The pilgrimage part of

the hike
pver, we started off at 8 am. on

‘Bth June to the village of Mana, two
gﬂles along the Alaknanda above

adrinath and the last village twenty-
SIX miles short, of the Indo-Tibetan
border. we expected the place to be

fr“iu of picturesque traders from
tobet’ but were disappointed to be

Id that it would be a month or two
before they started coming.

soFrom Mana we proceeded further
e three-and-a-half miles to see

" the Vasudhara Falls, the 400 ft. drop

o - Nt
f & mountain stream which joins

g‘e Alaknanda. Before reaching Vasu-
arl:: r: _we crossed the last import-
Sar Tibutary of the Alaknanda, the
a aswathi. The crossing was over
0 astonishing freak of nature—a
rir ldge of living rock which spans the
Ver firmly like the work of any
g::: €I engineers. We also crossed
glaciers, slippery but not dange-
TOus because the slope was gentle.
troras only another five or six miles
Tom Vasudhara to the source of the
t aknanda, which is the junction of
W0 torrents from the Shatopanth
;md Bhagat Kharak glaciers respect-
Vely. The great river has been
Named after Alkapuri, the place of
Origin and the legendary home of
rd Indra. But the approach to
Vasudhara had been very tough go-
Ing, and the sun’s heat, despite the
altitude of 12,000 ft. very severe.

The Precarious Bridge
The next day, 10th June, we left
Badrinath and started on our return
journey after a last look at the Nil-
kant Peak, brilliantly lit by the rising
sun. It was mid-day when we reached
Gobind Ghat, and we found that the
rear party left behind by Mal. Dhitll-m
lon, who had started from Badrina
With about a dozen GCs the Previous
evening, was preparing %0 leave .
Hemkund and the Valley of FlowerL.
Four of us, including Maj. K sé
Verma, the oldest but also th:t mget
; enthusiastic member of our p; Ziimb
. Off at 3.30 p.m. on the 4,000-%

¢

the
¢ over seven miles to Ganghres,

3

camping place for the night. Govind
Ghat (6,000 ft.), at the confluence of
the Bhyundar and the Alaknanda, is
named after Guru Gobind Singh.

To reach those spots, one has to
cross the turbulent Alaknanda at
Gobind Ghat over a precarious bridge
—an intricate combination of steel
wires, rusty with age, ropes and oddly
shaped planks many of which had
rotted and given way. Literally lv
fearing for our lives, we crossed this
bridge and began to follow the Bhy- "
undar Ganga upward along its course. I
Except for a small village a mile [
after Gobind Ghat, the valley was}i
utterly desolate. We marched along, -
none speaking a word to the others*f‘
because we were tense with the idea{
that we might not make Ganghrea -
py nightfall. We grimly picked our’
way through the dense vegetation.f
Cliffs, black and dripping with mois-=
ture, loomed menacingly overhead.
As darkness closed in steadily on us,
we remembered that this valley was *
infested by Dbears. The unspoken‘,'
thought crossed the mind of each of:'-f
us that we might have to sleep out:
in the open forest. The roqk-strewx&;
path was difficult to negotiate, an ,
it was becoming increasingly diﬁicul%
to pick out the way at intersectionsﬁ
of tracks by looking for the shoe:‘
marks of the earlier party. !

-}
We must have been a mile fmm.'t_’f
Ganghrea when we Saw two me:-.,’!
coming down. We hailed them anﬁ]
discovered that they were the gulde_?,
who were to take the party next da,‘;irEH
to Hemkund, sent by Maj. Dhilion rﬁ
look for us. with a loud ‘Badr
vishal ki Ja’ to express our sense :"
relief, we followed them to the ba
camp at Ganghrea. By now 19
was Dbitterly cold, and we werq
weary. But we felt revived by re’
union with the main party, and soo¥’i
were in the best of spirits as a camf
fire was lit and the GCs came ow
with their community songs. w
turned in for the night immedlatel:ﬁ
after 8 good dinner, because thi
much tougher climb to Hemkum’lx

1



(4,000 ft.) in three-and-a-half miles
awaited us early in the morning,

We were up at 430 am. on
that memorable 11th June, and
started off even without a cup of tea
since it was necessary to reach Hem-
kund before the clouds came up and
spoilt the view. The climb was the
hardest of the entire hike. The
earliest to reach were some GCs and
Maj. Dhillon, who made it in three
hours, while the last of us reached
the lake a little before 9 am. Gan-
ghrea was at the same elevation as
Badrinath, about 10,000 ft. On the
way to both the places we had seen
the tall pines and cedars which adorn
the Himalayas. Now, beyond Gan-
ghrea, we saw for the first time the
- white birch with its flesh-like skin on
the trunks which our ancients used
tas writing material known as Bhoj
‘Patra. But all tree vegetation sud-
idenly ceased as we went up beyond
112,500 ft. Thereafter we found only
small plants with multi-coloured
i flowers, offering their mild but un-
gearthly scents to the painstaking
f visitor. It was a wonderful blend of
perfumes which filled the air.

The real thrill of Himalayan climb-
:ing awaited us a little distance from
fHemkund, when we had to cross a
rmassive and very steep glacier which,
'unlike the two we had crossed on
Jour way to Vasudhara, inspired ter-
FOr in our hearts as we looked at the
Preadth of 150 yards which we had
L0 negotiate. One false step would
nave meant hurtling down a thou-
‘®and feet or more to almost certain

eath. Having got bast this obstacle,
¢ saw the Laskhman Ganga, a tri-
utary of the Bhyundar, overflowing
rom the near end of the lake and
oming down in several falls of vary-
fPe heights. The lake itself (at an
tglevation of a little over 14,000 ft.)
|fuddenly came into view after the
ijast steep climb. With its waters
t¢hining blue, green and sparkling
jgvhite at differernt places, the lake
like a precious diamond set
the crown of the Himalayas.

More than a mile in circumferrences
it is overlooked at the back by WO
snow-covered peaks from which gla-
ciers hang into the water. In fronf,
the Lakshman Ganga emerges into
the valley, directly facing the Nil-
kanth peak which looks even mOT_e
magnificent from here—though far-
ther away—than from Badrinath.
On either side of the lake are the
diminutive temple of Laxkshman and
a small Gurudwara.

We were lucky in the weatherl,
which remained cloud-free and fin€
throughout our stay of nearly three
hours., We gazed on the gleaming
white glaciers reaching into the lake,
the thick encrustation cf ice on the
water itself at the farther end, and
the thinner flakes of ice——transp?'
rent and colourless—which we couz‘d
touch and crystalline, and we spllt
them up and played with them like
children. One could contemplate
the beauty of the scene for hours
without getting satiated. For sheer
grandeur and perfection of shape
and colour, HemKkund excells any
man-made wonder of the world.

We had our first cup of tea for
the day at this exclusive picnic spot,
followed by a leisurely breakfast.
Thus fortified, some members of
the party, including Maj. Dhillon,
tried to attain a 15.000-ft. peak
beside the lake in order to have
2 better view of the whole valley in
front and to see the Gauri Parbat
peak on the other side cf the lake,
while some of us proceeded back 0
the base camp at Ganghrea. The
adventurous party nearly made the
peak, but an impassably steep glacier
stopped them, since they were with-
out any snow equipment. On the

way back, while skirting round the
hills beside the lake, two of the GCs
—Joshi ang

Kohli-—had a narrow
gscape after slipping and sliding
t}(::m atstretch of snow. Undeterred,
the ‘l;afly pr after lunch to

alley of Flowers, a vast meadow
Which comeg ‘

Into full bloom only j
in
September byt which, they deélzmn

Was a feast to the eye even in Junec.

While those who went to the Valiey
,;)li Flowers spent the night at Gang-
Airea, we who had left the lake earlier
went down to the Gurudwara at
Gobind Ghat, The rest joined us
on the morning of 12th June and
we set off together for Joshi Mutt
Which we reached in the afternoon
for our first really comfortable rest
at  the appointed P. W. D. bun-
8alow. The next day we made the
19-mile march to Pipalkoti without
any difficulty, thus completing exactly

Seven days in the hills and 110 miles
of trekking.

On 14th  June the official party
headed by Maj. Dhillon left for Ke-
darnath, while the rest of us with a
few GCs returned by bus to Rishi-
kesh, After spending the night there
We got back to Dehra Dun on 15th
June, Meanwhile, the party to Ke-
darnath (11,760 ft.) proceeded via

ANCIENT CUSTOMS HAMPER WOMEN’S

PROGRESS

THERE are today many factors
. . relarding the progress of women
I this country, having their roots in
age-old prejudices and customs sanc-
lified by traditions, virtually nulli-
fy,’ng the concept of equality recog-
nised in the Constitution.

While the Constitution might have
accorded recognition to the concept
of equality, in reality there is a wide
divergence between theory and prac-
Hee. If the position of Indian Wo-

¥n is to be improved, it is essen-

lal that several basic handicaps
rom which they suffer must be com-
ated. For this a beginning should

e made by none other than the

‘omen’s organisations themselves.

he first and foremost factor hancg-

apping women’s progress is the atth;

ude of many families towards e

‘ducation of the daughter. It o

derstandable that in a country Ii p

India, where the vast majority 0

1.
Chamoli, Mandol, Tungnath an,
Gaurikund, and returned via Gupt,
Kashi and Agasth Muni to Rudra
prayag, from where they took the
bus to Rishikesh. Altogether, the
had done a further 104 miles of trek,
king in a little over five days, am
returned to Dehra Dun on 21st June

So ended our strenuous but reward
ing holiday. The rivers and height
of the Himalayas are a sufficien:
attraction for anyone who has a feel:
ing for the beauty of Nature. N
one who would claim to have seer
India can afford to miss them. I
should be easy for anyone, in th
Services or outside, who happens t:
be in Delhi or near about in th
summer months, to make the trip ¢
Badrinath at a cost of less tha
Rs. 100, and to Kedarnath also fo
ancther Rs. 50. Hemkund, howeve:.
should be regarded as a ‘must’ I
any case. :

(Concluded from previous: issue)

¢

IN INDIA :

even middle-class families find i
hard to educate their sons, the ques.;
tion of education of daughters shoul:
be neglected. .

Women’s Education o

Anything except the barest e‘ductﬁ,,z;
tional opportunities for wome.n. is s 111,;.;?
regarded as a ‘waste’ by .fat‘mlles W, é:‘:i‘
pride themselves on tl'lexr advance if,
outlook. The underlying reason f;:;‘!
this attitude, no doubt being th(f}'i
since women will eventually have e’i;
marry and set up a_hoxpe, msmrff
spent on their educatan is not like @‘
to pay “dividends” as in the case ¢
sons. “Dividends,” in t:he monetaz:,‘g
sense, perhaps, therc.e is none. Blf
in the sense of enrxchmen.t of t}ﬂh‘
human  bersonality and mcrease'!
happiness, the answer is yes. Un h
and unless this prejudice, nurture‘J
through centuries, is broken dowxﬂ‘xﬂ‘
there can be no hope of improve!
ment of the status of women in thj}ﬂ



?;‘tountry. The status will not depend
.pn the laws enacted by the Parlia-
‘nent or the opportunities theoreti-
ipal or otherwise granted, but on the
itives which they lead.

il Dowry System
{1 In a country as poor as ours where
zirls do not make any material con-
“iribution to the family's earnings, it
1S perhaps natural that they should
shave come to be regarded as a bur-
fjlen. This is all the more so as the
‘1flowry system is still widely preva-
-jent in the country. Poor and even
imiddle-class families are often
.tuined in trying to get their daugh-
i [ers suitably married off. In some
orm or other the dowry system exists
in a few other countries but no-
Iwhere is it found in such a virulent
orm as in India. In France, there
the “dot” (dowry) which has to
e given at the time of the marriage
jpnd in England at the time of the
itettlement of property. In Japan,
orking girls sometimes work and
arn money to marry. Today, as is
ell-known even for middle-class
amilies, the dowry demanded may
ange from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 5,000 and
or richer classes anything from
Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 40,000 or more. There
\re many degrading features con-
pected with the system. Helpless
lliterate girls are sometimes subject-
d to ill-treatment by the in-laws in
he hope of extorting further sums
.jrom the girl’s parents.

. et ety et T

Though this social evil deserves
e strongest condemnation, little is

e States like Bombay and West
engal and even in South India where
is seen in its worst forms, This sys-
m, as long as it persists, will hinder
€ emancipation of women. One of

best ways of combating it is to give
omen the education and training

enable them to earn their living,

h udal customas will never pe discard-
as long as women’s organisations

that they can be independent. Byt

do not take the initiative in arousing
social consciousness against such
customs.

In these circumstances, despite the
fact that the Constitution in recog-
nition of the concept of equality h?.s
thrown careers open to women, in
actual fact, only a handful of womgn
have been able to make headway in
any field. This is undoubtedly dqe
to the fact that the majority of fami-
lies still have a prejudice against
their daughters’ working. This
springs from the age-old belief that
daughters should be sheltered as
much as possible until they are mar-
ried.

Training For Career

Most families are still apt to look
down on working women. Allied o
this is the fact that few women have
the training necessary to make an
independent career. Should they
even wish to go in for such training
even when it is no hardship on the
part of their families to bear the
expense, they are on the whole likely
to be discouraged from doing so. A
change of attitude is definitely need-
ed on the part of parents if more
careers are to be thrown open to
women. This is all the more neces-
sary in our country where an immense
amount of work has to be under-
taken in the years to come. It can
be successfully tackled if men and
women are allowed to participate
equally in the nation-building task.

There are several other factors
which also have a deterrent influence
on their progress. Some may seem
quite unimportant to be included in
this 1list of basic handicaps, but
sometimes, seemingly unimportant
factors can make a great deal of diffe-
rence. For instance, no effort is
made to eéncourage sports in this
country. Some may even consider it
“unfeminine” for women to take part
In sports, such ag hockey, tennis and
badminton or in events like runnine

0s¢  who do " not

lgzx{;ﬁcipati(')r} of women in sports.
barticipation would, not only
Promote the tren

ance, but g1sq h
and one’s gooq 1,
doubt that 4y
Should pe
more attent,
f()l‘m an in

encourage the

elp maintain health
ooks. There is little
schools and colleges
ncouraged to pay far
lon to sports. It should
tegral part of the curri-

v

culum, in the wider conception of the
role of education.

It is only when a concerted effort
is made to overcome these prejudices
by women’s organisations that some
of the main obstacles to the progress
of women in this country can be
removed. Only then can that atmes-
phere be created where they can
attain their full stature.

—The Bharat Jyoti.
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COSTLY GAMES
By M. P. JOHN

HE only time I take an active

Part in games is when my cycle

dod i i i
Strei?;:_ the children playing in the

The Jast o

real ccasion when I played a

Da game was on the Independence
Chii,} when 1 played cricket with my
field ren. The Improvised cricket~
Whe Was my room. The game ended
brokn my son hit a boundary and
< € the family mirror. That meant
€Ven years of bad luck.
. Oslincehthen I have left strict instrue-
not StWIth my children that they are
st 0 play any game beneath the
atus of Leap Frog. I call Leap
TOg a dignified game because in it
all tbe blayers take active part.
Cricket is different, Only one pla-
Yer plays at a time—the person who
bowls. Another simply keeps his bat
N front of the wicket. Can you beat
1t, they do not even find a more dig-
hified name for this than “block-
Ing”. Hours pass by. The other
Players are in the pavilion, sipping
Co-co-cola and signing autograph
books. Thousands are watching and
Mmunching nuts. Then comes the
climax. The man holding the bat
gets fed up—and hits! The Wh‘.’ée
morning he ought to have been hit-
ting but didn’t. So the crowds cheer
and cheer. The gents throw their

. hats high in the air. The ladies wave

their handbags till their lunch falls

to run and to jump, to shout him-|
self hoarse—a full sixteen annasj‘:,“;,
worth for every rupee. )

out. And the umpire says it is time
for lunch!

Races are not so slow. At least the
horses show plenty of horse-sense.
All the horses taking part run, and:
all of them do their best. They know
that the winners will get a year’s:
feeding expenses, beautiful homes,-
complete with carpets and mosquito-|
nets, and a few servants to attend;
on them. :

The horses seem to be so enthusi-;
astic about running that I guess all
of them would reach the winningj
post at the same time—but for thej
handicaps placed on them. They_are‘
handicapped by having to carry joe~
keys on their backs, with their °qu
tips about winning, and to see thatlx
the jockeys are still on the?r backs.,
when reaching the winning line. N

Mathema'tically speaking, if you|
put a rupee on a horse, eight annas
go to the Government, four annas to‘
the Race Club and the balance to .
your pocket. But the man who says)
that is not called a mathematician{;i‘
He is called & pessimist. The opti-i';_‘
mist goes to the races to clear hisj,

debts. He anyway has the consola-;

tion that the Race Club allows himj/
it
1::‘;

There is yet another game I am,
trying my best to appreciate. It is)

- |



boxing. One hits another till he is
dead. Thousands cheer and egg him
on to pure and simple murder. If
the victim is not dead, the umpire
allows him to get up and take more
hits. In Europe boxing is held in
high esteem. In fact, before each
Bill is passed, the honourable mem-
bers of the Parliament rise up and
Punch each other.

I may be wrong in all these com-
ments about sports, because I never
could afford to watch any. As a
genuine reporter I am only writing
on what I have not seen. However,
in the name of truth, I must admit
that I have once taken part in the
applause when the score was changed
to hundred on the cricket score board
in front of a newspaper office.

You will now understand why I felt
exceedingly happy when they con

(Continued from page 14j

the thought that their lot would not
be worsened still.

Sometimes we may come across a
conductor who complains of a paucity
of half anna bieces, and wafts oral
I. O. U’s all round. Being the vulne-
rable party—the alternative is to
get down which is too dreadful to
contemplate—we are content o
await his pleasure, But more often
than not, you forget the trifle in the
exquisite relief of getting out of the
bus, and perhaps recollect the loss
three days later while getting down
at some other point in the routes
which  criss-cross the city. T have
thus cast some odd crumbs on the
waters. Let me hope that Charon—
the patron-saint of all conductors—-
would ferry me, when my time comes,

across the dreaded river free of
charge.

The conductor in mufti is lke the
angel without his wings—so rare that
you cannot spot him at, all. You may
however recognise - him inferentially
by the deference -which bus-drivers
[ Show to him, by slowing down or

structed a Stadium in the City. A col~

league of mine then pointed out. th‘aﬁt
pavement dwellers. deserved priority

in expenditure. I did not agree. Hf:tje
was the Government affording fac;ll—
ties for sports to poor people like
me, and that called for }le
appreciation. I attended the opening
ceremony. The speeches by the lea-
ders ushered in a new era of games.

But alas, that was the last tinge I
ever saw the inside of the Stadium.
All entries, ever since, were by tickets
at prices I could not afford. And I
dare not climb the surrounding trees
for fear that my son may be up one:
of those.

You think it is a big joke thaf: !
poor man like me still entertan’ls
hopes of playing games? I don’t.
And I also resent your hint that
Jjokes are something inferior to seri-
ous matters.
stopping at all odd points of t'he
route with a view to give him a lift.
In that respect, he is like V. I. Ps—
for the traffic is held up for his con-
venience! I have watched maqy
conductors in their undress—the;r
faces wrinkled with care and their
eyes betraying a far-away, hunted
look which is the hall-mark of even.
the proletariat ground down t_)y
samsara. The conductor’s role in
society marks one of the halts of the
middle~-class bourgeoisie in their
steép incline to self-immolation.

I do not know if the Government
has devised any special emblem to
signalise the existence of the Trans-
port department. If it is not too late,
I would suggest the setting up of the
‘Unknown Conductor’ as the mascct
of the youngest service. Even a
statue in his honour would not be
amiss; for in the long run it wouid
be cheaper to give him a stone than
a living wage for which he is begin-
ning to clamoyr more and more
hoisily and frequently. .

Azaap
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. ECCENTRIC FASHIONS IN
o DIVORCE

By SUBHASH J. RELE

THE unpredictability of marriage is

vastly intriguing. In some pla-
ces marriage has a disconcerting
habit of turning into a misadventure
no sooner it takes place. It is indeed
but scant wonder that irom time im-
memorial divorce codes and customs
have invariably fascinated mankind.
The idiosyncracies of divorce codes
moreover, reflect the eccentricities of
our present mundane ways cf life.

Divorce may be a common ailment
but it can affect people in surpris-
ingly different ways. It may seem odd
to know that the Romans had a very
queer method of getting divorces.
Plotting against the regime was the
common ground for divorce. The
majority came to nothing, but if a
nusband or wife could prove that the

dther had taken part in a plot, divorce
was automatic.

The divorce codes in China are
infinitely beguiling, The Chinese, how-
ever, had them more than two thou-
sand years ago. Under it a wife may
be unobstrusively divorced for any of
these causes: barrenness, lascivious-
ness, inattention to parents-in-law,
loquacity, thievishness, ill-temper and
Inveterate infirmity. A Chinaman had
to prove that his wife was guilty of any
of the several sins. 1t is enchanting
to know that divorce for any other
reason was legally punished by eighty
blows of the bamboo. In Japan a
‘husband may divorce his wife for the
same reason as in China, but the pri-
vilege is seldom used.

The Tahitian has a character all his
‘own. It was more frequent for him
to cast off his first wife and take 3
more youthful partner than it was
for him to live with two wives. 1In

P

some parts of Malaya a man, without
any second thoughts, turns away his
wife as soon as she becomes ugly from
hard work and maternal cares.
Among the Sinhalese sickness is the
most usual reason why a husband
repudiates his wife. )

Tribal Customs

In Tonga a bizarre and vexatiouS
marriage custom prevails. A husband
dismisses a wife by simply telling her
that she may go; a Chinook husband
can disown his wife according to his
caprice; most Australian aborigines
could drive a wife away at any time
and a simple word from a Caribean
husband served to terminate the
union. In some bizarre parts of New
Guinea and the Marianne Group,
marriages were dissolved without any
ceremony and at the will of either
party and the same custom prevailed
among Island Columbians. It is 2
curious phenomenon that husbands
and wives among the Indians of
Gautemala and the Moxos of South

America frequently part from each
other from mere whim.

Among the colourful aboriginals of
Australia divorce ritual is elaborately
primitive and nebulous. The little
aboriginal to be divorced stands alone
at the foot of a tree. The whole tribe

‘gathered in a circle, watches closely

and carefully, for they will be both
ludge and jury. Forty paces away from
the perplexed girl stands her husband
enigmatically armed with ten spears
—he has ten chances to prove his
case. At a given signal the
throws his spears deliberate

one. The girl, though brea
battling, does not
all th

man
ly, one by
thless and

> run away but with
€ cunning at her disposal, she

.~ Moves from hither and thither, dodg-
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~.ABg the spear. If the husband misses
all the ten aims—the girl is free and
divorced. In this age of practica’

rationalism this sounds rather out
landish,

A .Turkish law is equally simple axd
elegiac. A Turkish husband wases
no time in dilly-dallying.. When he
Wants a divorce, he has just to pish
his wife bodily out of the house and
she is divorced. Among certain nitive
tribes of Central Africa a man has
only to carry his wife out of hi hut
and place her on the ground in front

. 00 it and she is divorced. Fangstic?
Unbelievable? Perhaps. But more
Jantastic and unbelievable ar the
divorce customs in some other parts
of the world. In Siberia a hasband

3% t6 do no more than tear off his
Wife's veil in the street anc they are
divorced. In Indo-China fool is taken
With the help of a pair of iticks. A
marriage can be divorced f a hus-
band breaks a pair of thre chop-
Sticks in the presence of a wuple of
Witnesses. There is an aalogous
ritual among tribes of Red Imians of
America. They too dissole their
marriages by breaking som: sticks,
Which are tied significantly ir a bun-
dle at the time of a marriaye and
Dbreserved in the household sirce then,
as a symbol of the marital unon. The
Maldavians are so fond of changes

at a man frequently marres and
divorces the same woman tiree oOF
four times in the course of hs life.

Strange Divorce Codes ¢

Don't ever fancy that the 1aws03r
divorce operate everywhere In fa;rnay
of the male species alone. Th”elaugh
be several who are inclined ® ° 5,
at the idea but half-naked C]entral
tribes in some parts of East

. WO
Africa recognize the right fo fa
to break the nuptial ti€ lheS
. band fails to sew her clothes

Rrange. But stranger ar®

ddes prevalent amons the

Y- ¥urma, In Burma &
turned out of the bouse P

We wish all our readers, adver-
tisers and subscribers a very happy

and prosperous New Year.

enough, not only does she
(t)r?etigby become free to .wed a sec;)r;g
time but she is also entitled to re :hev
all the cash and chattels‘of. he
divorced husband. The law 1S 1m;()m_
dently eftective. It leaves one'wnOt
dering o3 why the SIE L0 sty

lied in India. 1

i?;)ke Prohibition a suc.cess. li\fgiletz
the wife can demand a dlvprcg,rlcapa_
husband ill-treats her or 18 i
ble of supporting her.

Divorce codes in Tibet are svtill;;x;g?cl)slf‘
isi have pro
lackadaisical. They 0 e
equal rights for the sexes In é;ilf(l;; x:lo -
ter of divorces. Both gatxil s e to
marriage have to agree 1 T oode
be a dissolution. Another q;; D e
is that a divorced person B ver,

rry in Tibet. In Morocco, et a
m?\dohemmedan woman car;;h elr A
?nan only by fleeing to ano
apede are loquaciousl,v

inologice
d have more termi i

ness jin her,
of divorcemen

‘ b the
hen she is  of
e, she may 8¢ and g
B s ife.” The word . melead
man”s ‘:m g ’ x::lc(:x:xr;)rehensibl
ess s
?1ess o o ; M r in later times
ersy-

o rantaéd a lot of controV
cre
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FILMS

By V. P. SATHE

HE Silver Jubilee celebrations ot

the Indian Talkie which began cn
the 16th and ended on the 22nd prov-
ed a tame affair with neither produ-
cers nor stars evincing any enthusias-
tic interest. The inaugural function at
Liberty itself was rather poorly at-
tended with artistes, directors and
producers belonging to a particular
community almost boycotting it. The
speeches made on the occasicn were
also tame. The morning shows of the
classics, arranged at different thea-
tres, proved a flop with a very pocr
attendance in spite of wide publicity.
Some of the exhibitors had iliumi-
nated their theatres. but the illumi-
nations also lacked the gusto and
colour demanded by the occasion.

The lack of enthusiasm on the part
of the film people was also evident at
the symposium held by the Fiim Jour-
nalists. Though the hall was tuil, as
David remarked, the attendance <f
the film people was almost negiligiple.
%t the symposium was notewortny
01 the .excellent speeches made by
th2 spokesmen of the film industry.
The Symposium began with 2 lenpgthy
speech wy ghri Bhatt, the Chairman
of the <ensor Board. Instead of
Speaking ¢, the subject of ‘Film and
the Nation, we confined his speech to
the function »f the Censor Board.
The speech was rather ‘dry.’ In con-
trast, Shri Chargdulal Shah’s speech
was explosive. Ee defended the film
| producer in an aggressive manner and
answered the critics of the industry
in dynamic and stiong words. )

He decried the manner in which
Income Tax was levied on film pro~
ducers. He blamed the arm-chair
ritics of films in India and averred

December 29 1996

that far from encouraging crime, the
iim had helped to reduce it. The
iims have contributed most to the
sread of Hindi, the national langu”
ae, and as to the charge against
fims for not confining to classical
rmsic, Shri Shah stated that when
¢9m our Prime Minister admitted that
he was not attracted by classical
muse, it was difficult to expect the
fiim producer or the picturegoer to
be wtaries of it. Chetan Anand
pieated that the main purpose of the
film vas entertainment and the low-
est ofthe love film, as long as it pro-
vided good entertainment, served
a good purpose. He was against all
‘oose tilk of culture. David went 2
step further; he said that there is N9
culture today, nct even agriculture!
He cited British authorities to prove
that the :harge against films fOr
encouragirg juvenile delinquency was
wrong ard demanded a study of
the audiece reaction, to guide the
industry :s well as the Government.
Kamini Kaushal cited the example 0Of
China amd the Soviet Union which
she visitdd recently. She said that
»6th thee nations had shown how
the film can be used for educating
2nd enlghtening the people. Sum-
ming up the arguments, Raj Kapoor

caid thas he believed in making ideal.

films anl there were many obstacles
in the way, but he and his colleagues
would fitht them. He said that to-
day, the Indian films were being
shown dl over the world and they
would eontinue to bring other na-

tions in®o closer cultural contact with
India.

Shri Shantilal Shah, Minister,
for Education, Bombay, who presided
over the occasion. admitted the
importance of films in spreading
Hindi language, defended the enter-
tainment tax policy and pleaded for
‘free enterprise’ as against Govern-
ment control over the industry, in the
name of democracy and freedom of
expression. He also expressed his
surprise at the terms the :producers
agreed to in their finance.agreements;

IRTemver oo 1990~
P

®e also said that the artistes were
Paid too much.

Priday was vbserved as Ladies’ Day
and on Saturday, a star show is being
held at Vallabhai Patel Stadium.
“"While reserving the comments on this
show for next week, I must state that
I was pained to hear that most of
the stars were in no mood to co-ope-
rate with the organisers of the show.
In fact, one of them told me that they
were insulted, booed and shouted at
by the so-called stars who believed

that they owed nothing to the film
industry.

Personality of the week

The film journalists stole a marcn
over the organisers of the talkie
jubilee again by honouring the oldest
pioneer of the film industry—87 year
old R. G. Bhatavdekar. He had
cranked the mavie camera long
before Dadasaheb Phalka. At the
symposium, this grand old man Wwas
specially invited and introduced t0
the audience and garlanded.

The old man was dressed in typical
Maharashtrian style with red pugree
and long white coat. It was revealed
that he had taken a newsreel in 1902
Whe_n Shri R. G. Paranjpe, the first
Indian wrangler ot Cambridge Uni-
Versity returned to Bombay. He also
shot some other newsreels which were
screened at the (yaity Theatre, Bom-
bay. Later he worked on a camera
and handed it over to one Shri
‘Patankar.

This old man who shot the first
movie in India is alive and healthy
€ven now. The film journalists scor-
€d a scoop in spotting him and bring-
ing him into the limelight on such ad
appropriate occasion.

Picture of the week

I S. Johar seems to have hit the
bull’s eye again in his latest offering
Hum Sab Chor Hain for Filmistan, {0
the picture seems to have caught

Tancy of the picturegoers alrigllt~no
;. The picture itself is, howevel',f ar
L "Wery distinguished as a WOIK ©

£
; in
£ ®r motion picture craft. The 18

; . irls,
Story revolvin tarin. €

[
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one of whom is married to a rogue and
the other who escapes from the clut-
ches of some clever crooks and finds
a job in a theatre, s ra‘tlle'r loosely
knit, and full of improbabll_itles. Wt_xat
is worse, it tends to pull mtp bonpg
patches at times. Yet it ha§ its e?(clt-
ing moments and interesting situa-
tions which enliven it.

It is interposed with the usual quota
of song and dance numbers. The
songs are by L S. Johar and Majnu.
For once, Johar scores over O. P.
Nayyar.

For, while O. P. Nayyar’s tunes lack
the usual vigour, Johar’s songs, though
borrowed, are excellent and he exe-
cutes them with a deftness that
deserves a special tribute. The adven-
tures of Karka and Phar}ca. superbly
played by Johar and Majnu are the
life of the film; though. they are
crooks, they succeed in winning the
heart of the audience and the court
scene  in which they‘ defend 1;&1:8
heroine is piece-de-rqszstance of de
film. The oniy pity is that they 3
not appear often on the screen aEd
the main story does not revolve rou

them.

he main story is spun round
Bi'fnla and Kamla, razltgeax;rzhgnf(;)r;lgg
s a jobina Is
glh?ofgtwith the proprietor. Kanixxlla al;
thrown overhoard into the s;s:w o
altercation with Deepak, her S
Bimla who has undergone 3. Igharka
ment, thanks to Karka an Deepak’
comes on the scene and it s
exploits her resemblance e bas
wife to save the situation. BULe e
to suffer a 1ot and so has ;as e
sister, until in the court she

for murder O

d. Se
3;: c:cve;‘x;e is the father of these two

c-
twin sisters, is also a Jovable chara
d well by
;Ierlinip :;?3; a good account of herself
a
in the roles ©
Shammi Kapoor,
adeguate support
in typical Fil



This is the SEASON for gaicty and celebration
when the traditional exchange of gifts symboliscs
goodwill and brotherhood of man the world over.

BUY TB SEALS AND AFFIX THEM ON
YOUR GREETINGS AND GIFTS. IT IS
YOUR DIRECT CONTRIBUTION TO
THE CAUSE OF THE TB SUFFERER.

A TB Seal costs ONE ANNA

only.

Seals are available from your

State TB Associations and its

various Agencies.

SEVENTH TUBERCULOSIS SEAL SALE CAMPAIGN

Space donated by :
FORBES, EWART & FIGGIS LTD., COCHIN.

*December 29 195

- SWATANTRA - ' . a1

PETER PAN-DIT ABROAD

iicee_nes;) No. 1p, Downing  gtreet:
a n 4 on after Pandit Nehru’s arri-
on: ondon en royte to Washing-
+ I'wo Prime Ministers—one of a

: the oth

oo ‘ er of a bi

Zfry haymg greatness thryst \JpoE
¢ having g tete a tete.

LSzr Anthony: Good to see you again,
my dear Pandit (the last word is
Egonoupced as if it rhymed with

and it or bundit.) Seems ages
Since we last met,

Pandie.
» amciizt. How dé <o, Sir Anthony? I
ared not hop: for this meeting . .

Sir antp- (waggitg a finger with
{nock—solemnim Pray don't rub
itin, 1g wasI that was on ten-
terhooks. Foo I feared to be
Snubbed in pivate as I had been
snubhed in piblic,

Pandit: (oreesily: Al in the day's

Work, Sir Anihony; but I assure

JOUu, you hawv no truer friend

an me. I would fain continue
0 be friends with you and your
great country

Sir Anth: T that case 1 must pray to
be saved fron my friends. But
mind you, w: can take a beating
—Specially vhen we have not
been beaten.

Pandit: However let’s look forward to
the futyre.

‘Sir Anth: Happyman to have one. I
have only a mst. I hope you will
succeed whee we have failed. If
I am not Jeing too Iinquisitive,
what is your own blue-print for
the Middle East?

Pandit. 1 xnow my limitations, Sir
. Anthony. Ow country has no
strength or piwer, and tan only
claim some sortof moral authority

" . which we deriw from our leader.

Its at the wond's dispread for

what it's worth. Need 1 say
more?

Sir Anth: This Suez Canal has no fur-
ther interest for us. But isn't it
odd that you have never spoken
about the future of Israel? By
the way, have you an embassy at
Tel Aviv?

Pandit: N-N-No ... not yet ...

Sir Anth: And yet you've heen bad-
gering America to recognise
China. If only you’d explain the
mystery of itt

Pandit: There’s no mystery at all, Sir
Anthony. The Arabs hate Israel,
and I'm friends with Arabs chiefly
because they and I dislike Pakis-
tan for different reasons. Fur-
ther. Israel is a small, very small
country; it makes no difference
whether you recognise it or not.
But look at China, its hugeness,
its numbers and all of them are
communists—and they're on my
door-step. How can I afford to
displease them . . .?

Sir Anth: I see—the big battalions—
all over again!

Pandit: If you like to put it that way;
actually it's Asia for Asiatics
which decides me there; otherwise
I would miss the bus, you know. 1
look forward to my meeting with
Ike to explain all this to him.

Sir Anth: There again, it's a sore
point with me. For much as we
all hereabout dislike Ike, I was
willing to pocket my pride and
wait on him. But d’you know, he
has cut me dead with a 3000-mile
far-away look. However I hope
I shall meet you again; that
would be like seeing the Presi~
dent himself at second-hand.

Pandit: Certainly with pleasure. And
may 1 repeat it again: T think
this Commonwealth is a jolly
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good idea and I mean to stick to
it, just to prove to the world at
large that I bear no malice,

nr {mth: It’s so good of you to say
it. But—er_fact is—there’s
growing pressure in my party for
getting out of the Commonwealth.
’andit: (taken abak) What d’'you

mean? Britain getting out of the
Commonwealth!

Yir Anth: Exactly. Now that we're
played out, we fade out. They
want you to run the show with
Pakistan and Ceylen for com-
pany. Believe me we shall watch

with sympathy your leadership of

it.

Pandit: But my dear Sir Anthony, I
don’t mean to get out of the
Commonwealth—really and truly

Sir Anth: I'm afraid it may not be
possible to accommodate you. We
shall lose the next general elec-
tions, and Labour will get in
thereafter. One of their first acts
would be to wait in deputation on
you, and give you carte blanche
as to the best way of disabanding

the NATO and pulling down all
curtains . . .

Pandit: I think youre pulling my
legs, Sir Anthony . . .

Sir Anth: Not at all, dear Pandit; and
this is merely advance intimation
that I am giving you. I hope you
will have a fine flight and return
safe. Au Revoir. (And with that
the two emerge on the steps of 10,
Downing Street, and smilingly
pose for the inevitable photo-
graph.)

SCENE 11

Scene: Gettysburg Farm: Another
tete a tete between President Eisen-
hower and Pandit Nehru. For fuller
descriptions of the farm and its ex-
tent, contents and amenities together
with the romantic antecedents of an
Angus bull, the reader is referred to

et e e e T
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; i ilies
the luscious descriptions in the dail

of the relevant dates.

Ike: Welcome Mr. Prime Mlms?ralg
my modest little farm; a(f= Pnte-
as you know I've only 2 half-1
rest in all this show.

: r.
Pandit: You call this modest, w?)/:l-
President! It’s magnificent,

derful, and your nqsplitz.élaiils’
breath-taking—superb, €O o usl’:
astounding . . . Indeed I m

ask your marvellous jOurnahst;
chaps for a lan of some mor
suitable adjecsives of which they
seem to possess a lot!

Ike: Ha—ha—ha! Wal, I'm SO gi’;‘;
you like it al. Mind you be
Republicans don’t wish to °
thought behind the Democrats' 111;
welcoming you Folks here thin
a fine lot of your country an
your great leader—Mahatma
Gandhi . . .

Pandit: Frankly Im overwhelmed . «

Ike: Make yoursef at home, MI-
Prime Minsite, We're going 10
have an entir day all to our-
selves . . .

Pandit: (flattered) I know—for our
talks—I feel so diffident, MI.
President.

Ike: Gosh, No! Tie papers will do
all the talking; let's relax and
enjoy ourselves.

Pandit: (uneasily) Of course. Bub
the world is boking forward to
the outcome olour talks, and the
international stuation is already
looking up as aresult of ...

Ike: t(hastily) True very true.
dear fellow Dules hgg
tricks up his seeve.
you feel about things in general.

Pandit: T will; but 1 thought that a
private discusdon witp you about
such  urgent problems as the
recognition China,
of all militay bPacts,
ria, Cyprus , ,

The
all the
Tell him all

SCrapping-
Goa. Alge--
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Ike: Ang Pakistan, ang Kashmir pq
'ngdneSS knows what else, 11
Wg:g keep the papers busy, so;e

riling ahoyt them one way ar
‘e another. But Amurica wy

Ba it alone it need be. With th,
nooes lf. possi?le——without it it
2 Sary. W've risked British

ger', though we hated to do it.
PO-es it convey nothing to you Mr.
andi?-m(e Minister?
me.a, ntz.alt:e.n aback) I see what you
ko
“€¢: Yeah_there is the other side to

e hedge or diten or curtain:

?Sn(ti the_ assignment of each of us

0 mind our own frontiers—*to
end our garden and keep the
Peace with our neighbours before
We. breach it abroad. See my
Pointo

Pangdiz-

But you don't know Mr.

7
W,
M,

From ¢ sl MEFT {Morgosa) has
bwn”l:t_m‘e',:;:\rv—emo.‘ "wonderful antiseptic and
astringent properties throughout 'Mnd.t:
'ﬁ_iese mtnnsic properuies of NPAEHE and are
Maintained 1 NEEM TOOTH
responsible for ws tigh efficacy. used n
% also contains ail other mg'éi:i;“:’or teat
modern dental hygianc, ben?er Tooth Past
and gums and as such 00, ~° Tlx o h Paste
@an Ls campared o Neem ©

[ n requect,
Care of the ‘Teeth’ foider sent 07 Feques

ave been

[

— X »
% ; L

President how much we’ve had to
put up with our neighbours. A
cantankerous lot, medieval in
outlook . . . )

Ike: I sympathise with you; it's
always the other fellow, isn't it?
Tt’s the same all along the line.
Wea, wnl, mere talk is sc ener-
vating; let’s have something @0
eav .

After dinner they tuck themselves
varmly in two rooms and doze away
crer the latest thriller. Twelve hours
piss in the twinkling of an eye, and
they come out refreshed, and hand
ou: the briefest communique record-
ing the wide area of agreement
betveen them Ieft undisturbed after
ther Marathon discussions of world
prakiems!

L. N. s

el-known

through ages...

'%W//AiM

_ TOOTH PASTE

. 3/s56 37
& CALCUTTA CHEMICAL CO. LTD,, CALCUTTA.2®

aadras 0% 5/149, Broadwa, Madres.t.
,wu*.o.MmM' . - . ) o m—




Short Story

—_

By K. Rajendran

LOVE ON THE GUITAR

His h
alr was dishevelled, and he wa- 1e¥ing wildly, crashing zig-zag . . . crash
upon cash. ..

%

KUMAR had just finished feedin;

the little fish in the glass tank>’
’.l"hat was a duty he always perforrn«;
in the mornings with infinite pleasue.

He lit a cigarette and sank i
chair. nto 2

The ]olind girl and her mother wauld
come In any moment. They vere
always punctual. And then he wuld
blay slowly, gently on his guita to
the delight of the blind girl.

He threw both his legs acrost the
table in a carefree manner and puff-
ed out rings of smoke. Soneone
kn.ocked at the door. “Come in” he
said, getting up from his® chair
) The docr opened and Shanthicame
In. Shanthi and Kumar were lass-
mates several years ago. They were
good friends then.

“Good morning,” Kumar said
gdvancing towards her. “Good 1orn—,
ing,” she said, stretching out a 1and
He was about to extend his 1and.
but the next moment he brough his’
paln}s together in the orintal
fashion. With his keen, ahseyant
eyes, Kumar detected her face chng(:
gglzlé.}r]. Shz;, tor?, brought her plnm:

Both of tticwn wWere
seated near each othe..

“Are vou happy, Kumar‘?”\tg
thi asked. “han-

Happy? . . . the westiou
he tell her it was noNu pf Yy c{ﬁ:::
ness NOW? . . . it concerivipym g5nq
him only. But some years guo
yes, then her question wowd ﬁa'.e'
made sense. I:‘Iow tit had » Kappl

S - - -3 110 ive .
NEES S wavi  Igow tgtlere&h‘é‘re other

Angus bull, the reader is i‘ererr;lcl at;l?)

In the g¢m
$]

t_hings to give him happiness . . . the
little fish, the Dblind girl, the dogs,
c_ats . . . every split-second of life’s
time.

“Kumar, aren't you happy?”, she
asked again, wendering at his silence.
As for being happy, no one need
teach‘him now . . . why should others
f\.sk him anyway? . . . about his being
12ppy or not! How inquisitive these
humans!
v The cigarette butt burnt his fingers.
H(i threw it out of the window.
n VZhy K}xmar, aren’t you happy
ere? Won't you tell me?” she asked
anxiously and took his hands in hers.
Why was she holding his hanils? He
couldn't even feel the touch cf her

ﬁn ers! er th]‘n ¥ \Od he—
g H .. ey y
g seem
I(u)lla) e}dll’(:ale(l Il.S ll:ll (IS from

hers. Shanthi bit her lips.

factI Iam guite happy, Shanthi. In
ct, believe I am the happiest man
aitve today,” he said gaily.
. Why dlq he remove his hands? . . .
w\{g}rlx earlier he hadn’t shook Lands
1th her, but merely salytea 1n the
oriental fushies. Perhaps, he was
‘70:;;,; «uch angry with her.,
K,Ar': ¥Ou really happy?”, she asked.
Wlo\;rrnffﬂlaughed. Her face changed
AT ¢ bas  ne regard for me
now,”—she thouyls ’

T e onra f
happy as T am, You are not hajf

as
plerced her ga Shanthi» pe words

Sh ‘I €ars in g chal] N
t was shuckeq. enging way.

‘Woud he have
before:_sha _th_gughsf Oklern ke  that
a touch 7 sarc,, Wy, Loomed to
words?- * - lurkjpe 23 there

o . Ng in. pis
of all MIEY e, ;
ria, Cyprus - {

.,
asm

LI

bﬁhe met the challenge with equal
Orce. “How can you measure my
lappiness, Kumar?”, she asked.

!eKumar Ut a cigarette, sent out a
‘s;:ft Cloud of smoke and said,
fOung Iiu, real happiness cannot be
Tappiner. married life. Matrimonial
sin IlJlness is a defiled one. Fake. In
Dng € life one gets lots of happiness.
Sh Is never worried.”
L«n’\neh Smiled. To hell with his phi-
sal of gyShe thought. Always evni-

He 1 €IS! ruur, fructrated cha
ad always u phi it
S Deeds. ¥S a philosophy 10 suw

sai&fou are te- ;ulcal, Kumar,” she
f&;lgi?(ll?”——Kumar said to himself.
© had o nhever understand him. 1f
h sentnly unde.rstood him then . .!
always. | forth rings of smoke. He
fuffey. oved to do it, when he was
rings ofand watch the pale-bluish
er ang Sénoke begome larger and lar-
hing ) pally dls'appear leaving be-
Son VOI.d’ an airy nothingness.
umaltilvomes were heard outside.
way, T k(:Oke('i through the open door-
Were comg blind girl and her mother
¢ said < lng “Excuse me, Shanthi,”
door. miling and went towards the

de’i[;}glﬁt; ays o.f the morning sun had
aters ully lit up the - bluish-green
One en(;n the small glass tanks. At
Were g of the beautiful aquarium
fish, gp0rCY pair of Veil-Tail Gold-
ic mg lding petwixt the green aqua-
FightantS; near it a pair of Siamese
ed al?rs’ which when excited assum-
little fthe colours of the rainbow; 2
Swift, urther away a host of tny,
ang ~Moving Platys and Swordta11§;
of at th.e farther end a lovely palr
lue Kissing Gouramis.
&Y were there in the room—all
0 h of them. The blind girl sat next
lf:;l mother on a sofa. .
ar was playing the guitar.
Sowly, gently. Irt) vgasga doleful note.
&% blind girl and her mother were
f""‘temng- Shanthi too.
‘%‘ZWhat's all this?—a blind girl and
8rey-haired woman? . . . and Kumar

sh
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playing the guitar? Didn’t he now
look very different from what he was
a few minutes ago? Now he looked
soft, tender, cheerfyl.

Kumar was concentrating on the
stnings of the guitar. Now and then
he looked across at the blind girl.

“I think it’s eccing to rain,” the
groy-haired woman said, looking at
Shanthi. ‘

«I, too. think so,” Shanthi replied.

Kumar was strumming the guitar,
nis eyes rivetted on it. He didn’t
sceas to eare whether it rained or not.

Darkness crcpt into the room sten?.
thily as clrude gathered high up in
the sky. Now and then the occasio-
nal, faint rumblings of distant thun-
der punctuated the music of the gui-
tar. But Kumar went on unmindful
of the noise around.

There was a heavy blowing outside.
Strong gusts blew in sporadic out-
bursts slamming the doors and win-
dow shutters. A dry mango leaf
caught in a current of wind floated
into the room, swung in mid-air and
then shot down involuntarily on to
the floor.

Shanthi coughed and Kumar Iook-
ed at her. Suddenly his deft fingers
moved swiftly. The note rose higher
and higher IZuuiar Was crashing on
the strings violently. The note was
rising . . . rising . . . rising . . .

The blind girl, her mother and
Shanthi were shocked. Kumar went
on crashing . . . crashing . . . the
note reaching a crescendo e

Small globules of perspiration broke
into tiny streamlets across Kumar’s
forehead. His hair was dishevelled
and he was playing wildly, crashing
zig-zag . . . crash upon crash . . .

The clouds darkened and then the
rain came, at first a drizzle, then a
slight shower and finally a torrential
downpour. The noise of thunder
could now be heard closer than before.
It rattled and roared. But Kumar

eared to be deaf. »
apghanthi got up an‘}{ 3°‘:rg,, near
called out “Kum . -
‘I“K;‘?lr:;r.” But in vain. “Kumal, will



you stop for a minute, Kumar?"‘, she
Pleaded. He didn't hear her words;
he couldn't.

The grey-haired woman also went
near Kumar. She shook his shoul-
ders. She shook him harder. Byt
no response. Kumar was crashing
still more fiercely.

Tre blind girl pressed her hands
flat against her vars. What’s the
matter with Kumay tnday, she
thought. Why was he playing go
violently?

“Kumar”. . . “Kumar” . Shas, -
thi cried out. Outsidz the thunder
roared menacingly, the blawing was
furious and e rain Iell i heavy
showers.

. Cring-crang . cring-crang
. ering-crang . . BANG! .

Two strings snapped up. The gui-
tar rolled to the floor with a crash.
Kumar fell sideways and Shanthi held
him. But, as if instinctively, he wrig-

gled out and fell on the floor by the
side of the guitar.

Kumar lay unconscious in the men-
tal asylum. The doctor came in.

“How is he, doctor?”—Shanthi ask-
ed anxiously.

“Well, how are you interested in the
case?’-—the doctor enquired. .

“I. . .1...1Iam his sister...”,
she stammered. She wanted to tell &
lie. And she did it.

The doctor Iooked susnicin==3-
She’s tellington 1:..—ue thought. These

v vulug Beopie. ;h'\(u wlhial theylsay'
Pethiaps, they must have been inte-
rested in each otne:.

“Please, doctor . .
impatient. "

“It’s a rather serious case, madam
—the doctor said. Then he added as
an afterthought: “It looks as though
he has been playing Love on his
mind’s guitar for long . . . and now
a few strings have given way.”

.7 Shanthi was

————— s

CORRESPONDENCE

Need For an Opposition Party

The formation of g party to oppose the
Congress in the coming elections is the
need of the hour. Tt ig indispensable in

the interesis of good government and of
democracy. If the large majority of the

people of this vast country are to feel
the glow and sunshine of independence
this must be undertaken at once. The
radical solution to al] problems lies
in  driving out of power by means
of elections the present corrupt and
inefficient regfme ang its henchmen.
This is possible only if there is unity
among the opponents of the Congress.

The pity of it is that there
Oopposition parties with divergent policies,
most of which are undemocratic and
totalitarian in outlook. Among them
there are some democratic elements also
whose co-operation would pe valuable in
forming a new party. Communists and
the so-called socialist elements have to be
excluded as their structure and policies
are unrealistic ang oppressive. I haye
Peen reading your weekly with great
interest ever since you began champion-
ing the cause I have referreq 0. As g

are too many

matter of fact, T have been doing my
little  bit to realise this objective
for the last three months. Despite many
practical hurdles, I am continuing my
efforts. In this connection. I have con-
tacted  (by means of letters) a few
important persons and hope to contact a
few more who might be helpful in the
task.

I amy enclosing a cony of the letter
written by mz to Rajaji in this regard
and also his reply, for reproduction in
your journal. I have nct lost hope in
the cause. With the co-operation of some
important men in the political field I am
hopeful of achieving some good results.

But, there are serious limits to what a
man like me can do in such a big task
like this. It needs many honest indivi-
duals who should strive ceaselessly antd
unitedly to achieve this great objective.
I am much encouraged by many articles
and editorials that have been appearing
in your esteemed weekly for the last two
months on this theme, Among the edi-
torials I value the one which appeared
In the issue dated September 22 1956
entitled “Prevent One Party Rule” as an
inspiring one. 1 also attach importance
to  these three articles: the one by
“Kongot” entitleq “Rajaji is Rising,” the

cther ones by S. Narayan entitled *“A
W Party To Promote Free Enterprise,”

ang “Socialism Vs, Private Enterprise.”
° first two appeared in the issue daiud

isg";‘mber "10th and the last one in the
€ Cated October 27th. It is needless

£0 52y that ali wnge writings have whip-
bed up my enthusuum and caused in

me a deep desire to do sOMeLnlliy i ol
Matter even under the most hard and

fiifﬁcult circumstances that I am placed
in.

I may state that I was a government
Servant in Revenue Department in South
Kanara District as clerk for about 8 years
and I resigned in March this year in
order to devote my time completely to
the cause of the country. I cannot, how-
ever, claim that this particular thought
(regarding opposition parties) was in my
ind when 1 resigned. All the same,
there wag some deep desire to devote my-
Self wholly to the cause of the country.
I have given up in toto the idea of ass¢-
ciating myself with the ruling party in
ary form though this has meant a grea:
Dersonal loss. I believe nothing great
and enduring can be accomplished with-
out throwing away the shackles of seli-
interest. 1 have completely pledged my-
self to the service of the country.

I want to contribute my mite to the
cause of building a strong oppositioa
barty. For that purpose. we nced 1ot
start new parties at all. All that is need-
ed is to unite such of the existing oppo-
Sition parties and groups as agree to @
minimum se¢ of principles. I do not know
to what extent I may succeed. However,
I feel that this is not a matter in which
I can do much. I think this is a most
batriotic and sacred task that has got to
be performeq by many. I hope and trust
that you will lend your valuable co-ope-
ration, support and help to realise thlf
laudahle objective. I think I can expect
€ same help from the gentlemen Who
contributed the articles mentioned above.

A. S. KARANTH

Copy of Sri A. 8. Karanth’s letter dated
9th October 1956 to Mr., €. Rajagopala-
chari,

Respected and Dear Sir,

It gives me great satisfaction that in
Tecent times intelligent people have been
thinking in terms of an opposition party
in the interests of democracy in India.

This thought has taken hold of me to
the exclusion of all others like the
Kasargod affair in which T take a passio-

s~te interest and has been restless for
the lasi suveiis gnpe 7o o ~stomnt

contribute my meagre cfforts to realifs'%
this ideal I have contacted » prominent
person in the city very recently. I have
my limitations. But on that score I shall
not give up my efforts. I feel it is a
sacred duty and has got to be performed
at all cost.

I am extremely happy to read from
the papers the report of your address at
Gandhigram on the 7th October point-
ing out the need for a separate politi~-
cal party to serve as an effective opposi-
tion to the party in power. I need not
say that I have found my own thoughts
echoed there in forceful language and I
have the highest admiration and regard
for you. Surely, what the country wants
now is a party having as its members
men of strong character and principles.
Such a party as you hinted at should be
neither communal nor communistic but
must be built on strong and enduring
democratic and free principles. It should
not commit the fatal mistake of dis-
missing religion and spirituality as “pri-
vate matters” and having nothing to do
at public and social levels. Such a part'y,
I think. will be a fremendous success in
this country and is sure to win a large
number of seats in the elections.

The Communists are quite out of the
picture (as they deserve to be) as tl.ley
have no roots in the soil. The socialists
and other like-minded parties are con:x-
posed cf a set of people who in
&he event of success are prone to
commit the same mistakes or
perhaps worse. It is obvious that com-
munhal parties are no solutio_n. as they
breod dissciitions and disunity in  the
country. It pains me deeply when_cer-
tuin congressmen hrag of the achleve:‘-
ments of the party and forecast. thefr
success in a smug way. The nation 1is
tired of the near dictatorial methods
adopted by the Congress Governments. Tht:
solc reason for all the mad adventures ?v_
see today is the absence of an eﬁectwe
Opposition Party to talfe the'z reins of
government if the necessxty. arises.

It would be a fine thing, if some honest
men join together and fqrm; a party
soqm.. It is my earnest dgsme tha_t your
A wnst take a leading part in this



great task. The country looks to its wise
men. May be, they may have to sacri~
fice their comforts and undergo hard-
ships. But unless they do 80, there i¢ no
Rnma San et ¥ e, SiF, that
you will bestow your valuable thought on
this and do the needful. I am prepured
to meet you personally,

(8d.) A. S. Karanth.

Copy of Rajaji’s reply dated 10th Oecto-
ber 1956 to Sri Karanth.

Dear Sir,

Your letter of 9th, I agree with you.

But I am not young enough for taking
a lead in organising what we desire.
Moreaver, those who wish to  oappose
should take up the work, not one like
me, who wants an opposition but not
to oPpose himself,

Please, therefore, do not try to meet
me. There is nothing to be gained by it,

(8d.) C. Rajagopalachariay,

Tamil As State Language

The Madras Official Language Bill
seeking to make Tamil the official langu-
age of Madras State, published a few
days ago, is undoubtedly an epoch-mak-
ing piece of legislation. But, the mea-
sure is none too surprising since it might
well be a sort of political stunt adopted
by the party in power with a view to
appeasing a vocal section of the Tamil
public who have been agitating since the
re-organisation of States not only for
introducing Tamil as the state language
but for changing the name of the State
into Tamilnad. Onpe could easily have
anticipated the present legislation from
the recent trend of policy pursued by the
Government. For the first time, the bud-
get sheech was delivered in Tamil in the
Legislature a woek 880 in accordsnce with
the desire of a vast majority both inside
and outside the Legislature. The state-
ment of objects and reasons appended to
the Bill contains an apology for the mea-
sure in as much gs it defends it as strict-
ly in consonance with the spirit ang
letter of Article 345 of the Constitution,
which empowers every state to decide
upon its official language. Section 3 ol
@he Bill, however, envisages the continu-
ance of REuglish in a} acts, ordinances,

; State
close of the present session of the
Legislature. L a

That Tamil cannot reI’lacet ‘3:5:;5»
the administrative sphefe a Lk oWR
some decacaes to cnme s 4 vjid o &
fact. We luve been g,ucttlf'-:‘u levels Of
highly deveiuped systel "'h rently SOUD
administration when 18 10 eall our pur-
and practicable enough for -

poses. It would be blind folly to aho

st 10
by a stroke of the pen all that i be!

tain:
such a system and tread an Uncer .

of
path for gratifying a false sem';zse
patriotism. Tt is provided in the prese’/
Bl that experiments will be carried 8
With a view to examine the adminisirs-
tive feasibility of the Tamil lanfguag.eim_
the districts as has been done in for
chirapalli since 1948. This pléa ent
experiment may be g strong argumBm
against the hasty introquction of the
now,

Again, the powers that be wish n:Z
encourage Tamil not only at the expeme
of English but at the expense Of o
other languages also, as is evident ﬁing
the recent G.O. regarding the teach i~
of Sanskrit and other oriental langua;‘mt
in schools. One fundamental fact ¥ i
should be borne in mind in this regﬂ;e
is that Tamil can never progress by ';he
suppression of the other languages. as
history of Tamil proves amply that it It a
drawn cxtensively upon and flourishe
side by side with its sister tongue as one
of the beautiful languages with a ] fine
touch of classicism and a hoary tradition.
The Renaissance of Tamil has DOW
become a fait accompli and the Tamil
lsnguage can come into its own and
grow to its full stature only in unison
with the other languages of India sand
not in splendid isolation. The con-
tinuance of English as the official
language will never retard the pro-
gress of Tamil as the popular language
of the people of Tamilnad. When 911
this is said, our leaders should realise
that the way to popularise Tamil is not
by making it the official language in &
heated emotional Tashion. Linguism has
been the curse of qur national life and
our leaders have alloweq it to grow stron-
Ber day by day with the resylt that we in
the South are today placed in a gerious
dilemmea of choosing between the devil
of Hindi imperialism of the North and

the deep sea of Tami fanaticism in the
South.

™ R. Caretrarra
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PORTLAND CEMENT
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SOUNDNESS, STRENGTH, STABILITY
-1.
THE INDIA CEMENTS LIMITED, MADRAS
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® PURE AND FRESH
w n buy it because
airtight imner seal
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rom the moment
its made.

® PURE AND FRESH in the

« tchen because the close-fitting

outer lid protects the contents
from dust and flies,
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convenient to use,

® AND SO USEFUL! Your empty
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